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KUWAIT, TURKIYE ISSUE JOINT PLEA FOR U.N. INTERVENTION IN GAZA CRISIS
Amir’s visit to Turkiye sparks optimism for enhanced cooperation

KUWAIT CITY, May 8, (KUNA): The State

of Kuwait and the Republic of Turkiye, the two visit to the Republic on May 7-8.
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Turkiye.

of Kuwait issued on Wednesday a statement
marking conclusion of the state visit paid by His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah to the sisterly Republic of

The statement said, “‘On the basis of the historic
bilateral relations bonding leaderships of the State

friendly peoples and the mutual keenness on part
of the political leaderships in the two countries
on boosting the friendly relations and the partner-
ship, as well as on the occasion of the 100th an-
niversary of the official relations between the two
friendly countries, His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah paid a state

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Mishal was
welcomed as a dear guest for His Excellency
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan who was on
top of the hosts at Esenboga International Air-
port in Ankara.”

Continued on Page 5
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His Highness the Amir Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah waves goodbye

as he leaves Turkiye, concluding his state visit to the nation and heading back home.

Gaza is the second ‘Nakba’ ... O Arabs,
discipline those who hinder the cause

By Ahmed Al-Jarallah
Editor-in-Chief, the Arab Times

THE situation no longer accepts com-
pliments or sweet talk. What is hap-
pening in Gaza is beyond description.
Holding Israel responsible is the real-
ity, because it fundamentally rejected
all Arab initiatives to end the ongoing
tragedy that started in 1947.

On the other hand, the truth must be
told. Palestinian organizations have de-
viated from their
| primary  goal
and resorted to a
corrupt method
in  champion-
ing their cause.
Sometimes, they
blackmail Arab
countries, at
other times they
resort to ter-
rorism; includ-

Al-Jarallah ~ ing - hijacking

planes, bombings

and assassinations around the world.

This has prompted some people to re-

frain from supporting the right of the

Palestinian people to self-determina-
tion.

Today, with Israel’s insistence on
completing the invasion of Rafah -- the
last safe area for the people of Gaza,
the support of the West and Europe
for it, and the unconditional American
support for this operation; it is neces-
sary to ask: Did the ‘Al-Agsa Flood’
operation achieve its goals? Is this the
objective of Hamas leaders in Gaza?

Indeed, Tel Aviv must be held ac-
countable for all the crimes, but what
about those responsible for the October
7 escapade?

Does putting the issue before the
global public opinion require the kill-
ing of about 36,000 innocent people;
injuring more than 78,000; destroying
the entire Gaza Strip; causing famine
to its people and damaging the eco-
nomic structure, while losses have now
amounted to more than $19 billion?

Without a doubt, what is happen-
ing in Gaza is the second ‘Nakba’. It
is more horrific than the first ‘Nakba’
in 1948. Indeed, what the Palestinian
people lost in 75 years is not equivalent
to what has been happening in the past
215 days and counting.

Thus, we must ask Yahya Al-Sin-
war, Muhammad Al-Deif and other
leaders of Hamas and the rest of the
factions: How long will your selfish-
ness blind you from reality? Is it pos-
sible that implementing your regional
employer’s project is more important
than your family?

These questions are also for all the
‘remote-controlled’ militias -- the Iraqi
sectarian factions, the Lebanese ‘Hez-
bollah’’, the Houthis and others -- that
have caused all the tragedies for 44
years in response to the corrupt princi-
ple of ‘exporting the revolution’, which
brought calamities to the Arab world.

Today, the leaders of ‘Hamas’, ‘Ji-
had’ and the rest of the absurd militias
are crying out for help from the Arab
and Islamic worlds. They are threaten-
ing to keep on blackmailing their lead-
ers.

Sometimes they accuse them of re-
actionism, and at other times of Zion-
ism, while the only Zionists are those
who serve the Israeli plan by fragment-
ing the Arab nations through sectarian-
ism, strife and terrorism.

The leaders of such factions have not
realized that the real ‘killing” of Israel
is through peace treaties, and stressing
that its idea that the Arabs would throw
the Jews into the sea is not true.

Continued on Page 5
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Kuwait enforces gov't
contract Kuwaitization

Regulation supports national workforce

KUWAIT CITY, May 8: The Public Authority for
Manpower (PAM) has announced that the regulation
for Kuwaitization of government contracts has en-

tered into force, reports Al-Seyassah daily.

The regulation consists of 43 Articles that will contribute to encour-
aging young people to work in the private sector; especially since it en-
hances job security for employees under government contracts, in addi-
tion to creating more career opportunities for national professionals to

gain practical experience and develop technical skills while achieving
continuity, development and transition between these contracts.

The regulation is one of the mechanisms of a project to raise the propor-
tion of national employment in non-governmental agencies. PAM orga-
nized four introductory meetings to explain the regulation and present as-
pects of cooperation with Kuwaitization units in order to clarify the content
of the regulation, its objectives and the implementation mechanism.

Continued on Page 5

Smoke rises following Israeli airstrikes in southern Gaza Strip city of Rafah, on May 7, 2024. (Xinhua)

UN chief calls on Israel to pursue ceasefire talks, avoid escalation

Kuwait condemns Israeli assaults on Gaza aid convoys

KUWAIT CITY, May 8, (KUNA):
The Ministry of Foreign Affairs ex-
pressed Tuesday Kuwait’s condem-
nation of Israeli settlers’ assaults on
Jordan’s humanitarian aid convoys
heading to the besieged Gaza Strip.

In a statement, the Ministry af-
firmed Kuwait’s position calling on
the international community to as-
sume necessarily its responsibility by
deploring these attacks and avoiding
them, it added.

This aims to guarantee the sustain-
able delivery of these aid convoys to
Palestinian people in order to curb the
ongoing humanitarian catastrophe in
the Strip caused by ongoing attacks of
Israel occupation, it stated.

Meanwhile, a contingent of Kuwaiti
physicians concluded on Tuesday a
relief mission that provided healthcare
aid to a number of Palestinians in the
Gaza Strip, many of whom relied on
critical surgeries the team conducted
as a lifeline.

Besides the healthcare assistance,

the team belonging to Kuwait Relief
Society, was also involved in a slew
of endeavors dealing with essential
food supplies and housing projects,
according to team leader Omar Al-
Thuwaini, citing some 236 surgeries
the Kuwaiti physicians managed to
complete.

The extensive program included
a number of workshops and training
programs that allowed the Kuwaiti
physicians to impart some of their
knowledge on how to deal with health
emergencies, which could prove cru-
cial in saving lives, he said.

Given the humanitarian catastrophe
unfolding in the Palestinian enclave,
he called on aid bodies and institu-
tions around the world to join relief
efforts in the Gaza Strip, saying that
the healthcare system there is on the
brink of collapse, in addition to acute
food shortages that have led to mass
starvation.

Elsewhere, UN Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres reiterated his ap-

peal for the Israeli occupation forces
to avoid any escalation in Gaza, and
engage, instead, in constructive talks
on ceasefire.

“The closure of both the Rafah and
Karm Abu-Salem (Karem Shalom)
crossings is especially damaging to
an already dire humanitarian situa-
tion. They must be re-opened imme-
diately,” he said at a press encounter
at the UN HQ in New York on Tues-
day.

He underscored the need for an
agreement between the Government
of Israel and the leadership of Hamas
to stop the “unbearable suffering” of
both Palestinians in Gaza and the Is-
raeli hostages and their families.

“It would be tragic if weeks of in-
tense diplomatic activity for peace in
Gaza, yield no ceasefire. No release of
hostages. And a devastating offensive
in Rafah,” he warned.

“I reiterate my appeal for both par-
ties to show the political courage and
spare no effort to secure an agreement

‘Exceptional’

NCCAL preps for 2025
Cultural Capital event

KUWAIT CITY, May 8, (KUNA): The National
Council for Culture, Arts and Literature (NCCAL)
announced Wednesday that the celebration of Ku-
wait as the 2025 Arab Cultural Capital would be ex-

ceptional.

Speaking to KUNA, NCCAL Secretary General for
Art Sector Musaed Al-Zamel said that his team was
working hard to prepare for the celebration by under-
taking many tours and holding sessions to determine
the priorities of this major cultural event.

Continued on Page 5

KUNA photo
NCCAL Secretary General for Art Sector Musaed Al-Zamel
speaks during a meeting.

now,” he stressed.

The UN chief further emphasized
that a full-scale assault on Rafah will
be a “human catastrophe”.

“Countless more civilian casual-
ties. Countless more families forced
to flee yet again - with nowhere safe
to go. Because there is no safe place
in Gaza.

“Attacking Rafah will further upend
our efforts to support people in dire
humanitarian straits as famine looms,”
Guterres went on.

Guterres also warned that the reper-
cussions of an attack on Rafah will be
felt far beyond the war-ravaged Gaza
Strip, the occupied West Bank and the
wider Middle East region.

“Even the best friends of Israel are
clear: An assault on Rafah would be a
strategic mistake, a political calamity,
and a humanitarian nightmare.

“I appeal to all those with influence
over Israel to do everything in their
power to help avert even more trag-
edy,” he added.

US gov’t praises
Kuwait support

WASHINGTON, May 8, (KUNA):
The US applauded Kuwait’s sup-
port and its role over the repatria-
tion of its nationals, including Eu-
ropeans from northeast Syria.

A statement by the State Depart-
ment spokesperson Mathew Miller
said, “we thank the Government of
Kuwait for its support, we thank
these governments for their part-
nership and applaud their demon-
stration of leadership by bringing
their nationals home.”

Continued on Page 5

Newswatch

IRBIL: The Supreme Elec-
tions Commission declared
on Wednesday suspension of
preparations for prospected
parliamentary elections in the
northern autonomous Kurdis-
tan Region.

The commission has taken the
decision pending a ruling by the
Supreme Court on a libel suit
that had been filed by the Kurd-
istan Region’s Prime Minster
Masrour Barzani who argued
that distribution of the constitu-
encies was unconstitutional and
called for the suspension of the
commission electoral works, said
spokesperson of the commission
Jumana Al-Ghlai in remarks to
KUNA.

The court, Iraq’s supreme
tribunal, issued a ruling on Tues-
day, suspending tasks of the com-
mission regarding the polls, due
on June 10. (KUNA)
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TEHRAN: Tranian Foreign Min-
ister Hossein Amir-Abdollahian
affirmed Wednesday country’s
intent on finding solutions to out-
standing issues with International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA).

Abdollahian spoke to the press
during cabinet meeting, saying
that Iran wishes to achieve this
through technical cooperation
rather than political pressures.

The top diplomat described
IAEA’s Rafael Grossi visit to
Iran a day earlier as positive,
adding that it included important
discussions to boost cooperation.
(KUNA)
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RIYADH: GCC Secretary Gen-
eral Jassem Al-Budaiwi has af-
firmed that the council seeks to
put all available resources at the
disposal of achieving global de-
velopment.

Al-Budaiwi

The Sec-
retariat Gen-
eral of the
Gulf Cooper-
ation Coun-
cil said in a
statement,
on Wednes-
day, that the
Secretary-
General was
addressing
the  eighth
International
Cooperation
Conference, themed, “Propelling
the Greater Caribbean through
Pathways for Sustainable Devel-
opment,” held in Paramaribo,
the capital of Suriname, on Tues-
day.

He has affirmed, according to
a report broadcast by the official
Saudi Press Agency (SPA), that
the convention is a platform to
examine means for attaining
high standards of living for the
peoples of the region and facing
challenges jointly. (KUNA)

Q a a
WASHINGTON: The Houthi mi-

litia launched three drones and a
ballistic missile over Gulf of Aden
without “any significant injuries,”
United States Central Command
(CENTCOM) declared.

CENTCOM release a state-
ment on (X) - formally known as
Twitter- that “on May 6, terror-
ists supported by Iran launched
three drones towards Gulf of
Aden from areas under their con-
trol in Yemen.”

The statement, released late
on Tuesday, added that a ship
belonging to the coalition forces
managed to intercept one of those
drones, while the CENTCOM
successfully intercepted a second
drone. (KUNA)
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Decisions taken at session affect life of citizen: member

Municipal Council approves minister’s objections on building height

More power, water on cards

MEW to invite bids for Al-Zour plants expansion

By Enas Awadh
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, May 8: The Municipal
Council held its 18th regular session recent-
ly, presided over by Abdullah Al-Mahri.

During the session, the Council approved
the objections of Minister of State for Mu-
nicipal Affairs Dr. Noura Al-Mashaan to the
maximum building height of 20 meters, the
basement six meters, and 90 percent of the
facade length allowed for building on the
property’s border which is on the side over-
looking the service street.

The Council declined to use the right of
Article 25 over the objections that included
five items from the amendments recently
made by Kuwait Municipality to the table of
requirements and specifications for private
and model residen-
tial buildings in the
building regulations.

After the minis-
ter’s confirmation of
keeping the maxi-
mum building height
at 15 meters, and tak-
ing into account the
height of the base-
ment mentioned in
the proposal submit-
ted by the executive
branch which is five
meters, while taking into account the per-
centage stated in the proposal -- 70 percent.
She objected to the phrase: “The staircase
is allowed to connect only a maximum of
three floors” in Paragraph One of Clause
Five (Stairs and Elevators), because it con-
flicts with what was stated in the building’s
design provisions.

“The first and ground floors should be
designed as one unit, and in the event that
there is a basement, the ground floor and the
basement must form one unit,” and she de-
cided to adopt the proposal of the executive
body as follows: “The last staircase reaches
the first floor only.”

Deputy Chairman of the Council Khaled
Al-Mutairi said the government and Minis-
ter of Municipality must address the issue,
especially with regard to converting private
and model housing into investment, hoping
that the Minister’s Technical Office will ex-
plain the reason for such decisions.

He emphasized that the original right to
legislate is for the Council and not the Min-
ister, so the Legal Department must clarify
the Minister’s role in this matter. He added
the list represents the Kuwaiti family and
the Council has tried as much as possible to
increase the right to housing.”

Council Member Ismail Behbehani be-
lieves that the minister’s decisions should
neither be objected to nor approved, point-
ing out that he understands the members’
feelings after holding meetings for a year
and a half, especially since the Council was
portrayed as destroying residential areas
and this is a far cry from the intention of
the members.

Council Member Munira Al-Amir added
the decisions taken by the Council on a
daily basis affect the life of the citizen and
may take years to be implemented. “We
must move away from categorizing current
actions, and focus on the results that are in
our hands,” she suggested.

Dr. Al-Mashaan

She stated that “the Council succeeded
in controlling the mechanisms for private
housing according to our experience and
conviction, and did not issue regulations
that might affect the Kuwaiti social lifestyle
over time.”

Member Nasser Al-Jadaan was surprised
by Al-Mashaan’s rejection of the Munici-
pality’s amendments of the rules and regu-
lations for private housing in the building
regulations; demanding to know the main
reasons for the rejection, the role of the
technical office in the rejection, and wheth-
er it is compatible with her decision, which
sparked controversy and put the Municipal-
ity in trouble.

Director of the Legal Department Hus-
sein Al-Ajmi clarified that the Council and
Minister complement each other, while re-
taining the decision-making authority. He
stressed that neither of them can make a de-
cision alone, pointing out that the Minister
is not obligated to state the reasons for her
objection to the Council’s decision.

He added the Municipality has two op-
tions: either to use Article 25 and the deci-
sion is made by the Council of Ministers, or
to approve the objections.

Member Fahad Al-Abd Al-Jader pointed
out that there are question marks in the ob-
jections of the Minister to some provisions
of the building regulations. He asked: “Is
Article 25 used by every municipal minister
according to his/her mood?”

Moreover, the municipality approved
the following:

W Request of the Central Agency for In-
formation Technology to deduct part of the
site of the Umm Al-Hayman Post Center, af-
filiated with the Ministry of Communications
in Ali Sabah Al-Salem area (formerly Umm
Al-Hayman) for the benefit of the agency to
be the national data center for business conti-
nuity and disaster management.

Ml Request of Kuwait Petroleum Corpora-
tion to add a commercial percentage to the
oil sector complex building in Shuwaikh
based on the proposal submitted by mem-
bers Alia Al-Farsi, Farah Al-Rumi, Sharifa
Al-Shalfan, Abdullatif Al-Daei and Ismail
Behbehani to allocate a site for a facility to
recover materials for recycling.

B Al-Shalfan’s two proposals related to
recycling plastic bottles and their covers,
and preserving beaches.

B Proposal of Vice-Chairman of Council
Khaled Al-Mutairi to allocate parking lots
adjacent to private housing plots in all areas
of Kuwait to the owners of the plots over-
looking them.

B Request to add State property to the
block in Kuwait City -- Al-Qibla area,
Block One.

B Request of the Ministry of Interior to
create surface parking lots in the front yard
of Rawdha Police Station in Block Two. The
Municipality consulted the executive branch
to update the response to this request.

B Proposal of Municipality Director
Abdullah Al-Mahri to add activities in Ar-
diya Industrial Zone.

M Request to develop JW Marriott Hotel
in Kuwait City, Al-Qibla, Block 13.

B Request to use the entire investment
property on Plot 64, Block Five in Sharq,
with an area of 867.75 square meters as
commercial offices.

Major General Pilot Fahd Fahman with Pakistan’s Brigadier General Amer Shehzad
at the meeting.

Pakistan army team visits Staff College

KUWAIT CITY, May 8: The Mubarak
Al-Abdullah Joint Command and Staff
College recently hosted a visit from a mil-
itary delegation from Pakistan’s National
Defense University. The delegation, led
by Brigadier General Amer Shehzad,
included several faculty officers and par-
ticipants in the War and National Secu-
rity Course from the National Defense
University in Islamabad, reports Al-Rai
daily .

Major General Pilot Fahd Fahman,
the college commander, welcomed the
group and provided an overview of the
college’s various departments, facili-
ties, and educational processes, includ-
ing its curricula, lectures, and training
exercises. During the visit, both sides
discussed key topics of mutual interest
and exchanged insights on education and
training within leadership and national
defense institutions.

PAAAFR worker says insulted

Expat accuses ex-wife of forgery

KUWAIT CITY, May 8: An expatriate
has accused his ex-wife and a medical
center of forging 36 invoices, reports Al-
Anba daily.

The expatriate said that his ex-wife told
the court during the hearing of their case
that she spent a lot on psychological ses-
sions for their son, but this is not true. He
revealed that she colluded with a medical
center to obtain forged invoices to sup-
port her claim.

A case was registered and both parties
will be summoned for interrogation.

a a a

PAAAFR staff insulted: An employee

at the Public Authority for Agriculture
Affairs and Fish Resources (PAAAFR)
lodged a complaint at a police station,
stating that a citizen insulted him while
performing his work duties, reports Al-
Anba daily.

The employee, who was born in 1982,
revealed that he stopped a citizen in Al-
Khuwaisat last Thursday afternoon to is-
sue an environmental violation citation;
but the citizen insulted him and uttered
inappropriate words.

He provided police with a detailed de-
scription of the accused and official direc-
tives have been issued to summon and
interrogate the accused.

Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh

KUNA photo
Jarrah Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah in talks

with the Moroccan ambassador.

Deputy FM receives Moroccan envoy

KUWAIT CITY, May 8, (KUNA): Depu-
ty Minister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh Jar-
rah Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah received,
Wednesday, Morocco’s Ambassador to
Kuwait Ali bin Issa, where they discussed
bilateral ties and ways to boost them.

The Deputy Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs also received, the outgoing Ambas-
sador of Bangladesh Md Ashikuzzaman,
and outgoing Ukrainian Ambassador Dr.
Oleksandr Balanutsa, on the end of their
tenure.

Other Voices

The miracle of road repairs!

By Ahmad alsarraf

he budget of the Ministry of Public

Works is approximately one bil-
lion dinars, and approximately 15,000
employees work in the ministry, earn-
ing 300 million dinars annually, mean-
ing an average of 20,000 thousand
dinars annually
per employee.

For  almost
five years, and
for reasons that
these employees
have  nothing
to do with, the
ministry has not
implemented
any vital project
or even road
repair, and the
reason was gross
negligence on the part of all the min-
isters who ran the ministry, with rare
exceptions.

The appointment of Mrs. Noura Al-
Mashaan as Minister of Works came in
the worst circumstances. There was no
budget, no projects, ruined roads, ad-
ministrative corruption, job inflation,
and a lack of competence at the head of
the executive apparatus. Despite this,
she succeeded, and this was a surprise
to me personally, in producing any-
thing, that no one was able to and a lot
of it is expected, due to the number of
obstacles the ministry faces.

I learned from my sources that,
during the past three months, it has
developed quick and urgent solu-
tions to improve the condition of the
roads, and this is what I felt person-
ally, through some of the streets that I
frequent daily.

It also succeeded, in cooperation
with local contracting companies, in
filling and repairing approximately
14,000 potholes, and there are still
many more, especially on the Fahaheel
Road. This shows the magnitude of the
tragedy that we were and are still liv-
ing through, and it is enough for her
to be proud that she accomplished, in
three months, what those who were in
the ministry before her “failed” to ac-
complish... for years.

It also activated the guarantee clause
on road projects that companies had
previously implemented, which is a
clause that its predecessors had not
tried to implement, to the best of their
souls or minds.

alsarraf

10-year jail stays

By Jaber Al-Hamoud
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, May 8: The Court of Ap-
peals upheld the ruling of the lower court,
which sentenced a 20-year-old citizen to
10 years in prison with hard labor and four
others to six months in prison, while an-
other was fined KD150, for their involve-
ment in an altercation and run-over inci-
dent which led to the death of a 22-year-old
Gulf man.

The incident dates back to January of this
year, when the Operations Unit received a
report about a quarrel, stabbing and inten-
tional run-over. When the security teams ar-

It also reached understandings with
local companies, with experience in
repairing roads, to take care of the ex-
tensive damage and provide urgent and
temporary solutions, until the neces-
sary tenders are issued.

During the same period, the Minis-
try also succeeded in partially opening
two new bridges serving entry to the
Avenues Mall, opposite Al-Ghazali,
and another on Al-Ghous Street be-
tween the Al-Raqqa and Jaber Al-Ah-
mad areas.

The sewage crisis in the residential
city of Sabah Al-Ahmad was ended,
with the opening of the Umm Al-
Hayman wastewater treatment plant
and the Sabah Al-Ahmad residential
pumping station.

Works also resumed at the Darwa-
zat Al-Abdul Razzaq intersection, with
donations from charitable organiza-
tions. The Ministry also concluded the
signing of a contract to develop the
infrastructure of the Cordoba region
to replace the sewage and rainwater
network and radically repair roads
and something similar to the Yarmouk
area.

The Ministry also succeeded in ob-
taining financial appropriations for 18
major maintenance exercises for all
highways and governorates, and is still
awaiting approval for the tender from
the Central Tenders Agency.

It also succeeded in activating the
preparation plan to confront the rainy
season, and the Ministry officially re-
ceived thousands of reports from citi-
zens, which were dealt with directly,
and other actions and achievements.

Noura Al-Mashaan faces a great
challenge, and she is often able to
accomplish what others have failed
to. It is also proceeding with its work
according to a clear plan, and is only
hampered by the lack of financial
allocations and the cessation of the
work of the Central Tenders Com-
mittee.

We sincerely hope that she and
the Minister of Commerce, Abdullah
Hamad Al-Jouan, will return to the new
ministerial formation, to complete the
real reforms they have begun. There is
nothing worse than not entrusting the
good, only to have someone come af-
ter them to cancel their work, to start
again, if they work at all.

a o a
e-mail: a.alsarraf@algabas.com.kw

In ‘'manslaughter’

rived, it was discovered that the victim had
already succumbed to his injuries.

When one of the accused was arrested, he
admitted that there were previous disputes
between him and the victim. He decided
to meet the victim in a dirt yard, where a
heated argument ensued between them and
it developed into a fistfight, then he stabbed
him and ran over him unintentionally.

The defendant’s lawyer asked the court
to change the description and record of the
charge from premeditated murder to man-
slaughter. He argued that the incident was
nothing more than an altercation and an ex-
change of blows, stressing his client had no
intention to take the life of the victim.

KUWAIT CITY, May 8: The Ministry of
Electricity, Water, and Renewable Energy,
in collaboration with the Public-Private
Partnership Projects Authority, is gear-
ing up to engage with potential bidders
interested in developing and operating an
Independent Water and Power Producer
(IWPP) project. A preliminary conference
is set to convene on May 9, heralding the ini-
tiation of discussions and proposals, reports
Al-Qabas daily.

MEED magazine has reported that the Public-Private
Partnership Projects Authority anticipates receiving of-
fers for the Al-Zour North 2 and 3 Independent Water
and Wastewater Plants contract by June 30.

These plants, amalgamating the previously planned sec-
ond and third phases, will boast a significant generating ca-
pacity of 2,700 megawatts along with a desalination capac-
ity of 120 million imperial gallons per day.

Situated approximately 100 kilometers south of Kuwait
City, the Al-Zour North 2 and 3 project will be adjacent to
the existing Al-Zour North electricity and water desalina-
tion facility, currently operational, as well as the Al-Zour
South Station to the north.

Having received qualification data from utility develop-
ers earlier this year, the Public-Private Partnership Projects
Authority is also advancing contracts for the Al-Zour North
2 and 3 projects alongside the Al-Khiran 1 independent wa-
ter and power project. It is noted that the contract for the
Khiran 1 project will be tendered later in the year.

According to MEED, both the Al-Zour North 2 and 3,
and Al-Khiran 1 projects will be developed under separate
contracts for independent power and water production. The
Khiran 1 plant will boast a power generation capacity of
1,800 megawatts and a water desalination capacity of 33
million gallons per day.

Under agreements with the Ministry of Water and Elec-
tricity, both projects will supply their production to the
electricity and water transmission networks for a duration
of 25 years from the station’s operational date. Operations
at both facilities are expected to utilize a combination of
LNG and high-pressure natural gas, with gasoil serving as
a backup fuel.

In related developments, Kuwait Oil Company has dis-
closed plans for a gas desalination and sulfur extraction
facility in western Kuwait, budgeted at approximately 110
million dinars ($360 million).

Operating under a build-operate-transfer contract model,
the project will be implemented in two phases covering
licensing, design, engineering, project management, and
subsequent operation and maintenance phases including
safety, quality control, and environmental protection ser-
vices.

Swindler duo nabbed

Fake messages could run
your bank accounts ‘dry’

KUWAIT CITY, May 8: People should refrain from re-
sponding to messages from unknown sources, opening
links or paying through unreliable links or websites; as
such steps could empty their bank accounts, reports Al-
Anba daily quoting a source from the security sector.

The source warned that unscrupulous individuals are into
these fraudulent operations to steal from people; indicating
they illegally obtain vital information like the bank account
number, password and name of the account holder.

He said, we received many complaints from people who
responded to messages about the arrival of shipments or the
purchase of items at low prices, only to find out later that
their bank account balances turned to zero.”

He also stressed the need to verify banking transactions
and avoid responding to or accepting links or downloading
suspicious phone applications.

On the other hand, officers from the Combating Counter-
feiting Crimes Unit at the Criminal Investigation Depart-
ment in the Ministry of Interior arrested two expatriates for
luring people into exchanging currencies (dollars) for less
than their market value, as they requested advance fees for
the supposed bank transfers. Upon receiving the money,
they cut off communication with their ‘clients’.

The suspects were referred to the Public Prosecution.

a Qa Q

One dead in car pile-up: One person died and another sus-
tained serious injuries when seven vehicles collided on the
First Ring Road going towards Morocco Highway recently,
reports Al-Anba daily.

Firefighters from Kuwait Firefighting Force, traffic pa-
trols and medical emergency workers rushed to the location
after the Operations Unit at the Interior Ministry received
information about the accident. They referred the body of
the victim to Forensics, while the injured was taken to the
nearest hospital. The latter is said to be in critical condition.

Q Qa Q

Drug addicts arrested: Hawally police officers referred
two individuals to the Drug Control General Department
(DCGD) for consuming drugs and the possession of narcot-
ic substances and a sharp weapon, reports Al-Anba daily.

While patrolling the area, the officers spotted a vehicle
with two people inside who appeared to be in abnormal
condition. The officers found out that the man driving the
vehicle has been residing in the country illegally. He was
born in 1996 and his companion -- an expatriate woman
-- was born in 1994.

A thorough search of the vehicle led to the discovery of
six narcotic pills, a pack of marijuana, a cigarette contain-
ing hashish and a sharp knife about half a meter long.

a o Q

Junkyard robbery?: A citizen has filed a report at a police sta-
tion in Jahra Governorate that his 2003 Japanese-made vehicle
was stolen from Salmi scrapyard, reports Al-Anba daily.

The citizen told police that he went to the scrapyard to
buy car spare parts, but his car broke down and he left it
there. When he returned to retrieve the car the next day, he
was surprised to find that it has been stolen.

A theft case was registered and investigations are ongo-
ing to arrest the culprit.
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A DIGEST OF PUBLIC OPINION

‘Failure to form govt soon could
lead to deeper crisis, new polls’

“THE current situation regarding the
formation of the government in Ku-
wait poses a critical question: is it a
constitutional crisis or a pragmatic po-
litical crisis?” columnist Dr. Muham-
mad Al-Magqatei wrote for Al-Qabas
daily.

“It’s imperative to address this ques-
tion urgently to understand the ramifi-
cations of not forming a government
and to propose
viable solu-
tions within the
constitutional

framework.

“If the sched- & = \)
uled National =
Assembly  ses- ‘%.
sion on the 14th : /

approaches .

without a gov-
Dr. Al-Maqatei

ernment in
place; the op-
tion of postpon-
ing the session constitutionally ceases
to exist.

“Realistically, the session’s date
might be extended until a government is
formed, whether with the current prime
minister-designate or someone else.

“However, the absence of a govern-
ment contradicts Articles 56 and 57 of
the Constitution, which mandate the
formation of a new government at the
start of a new legislative term for the
council to be constitutionally complete.

“When attempts to form a govern-
ment fail, the only recourse, as per
constitutional provisions, is for the re-
signed government to request HH the
Amir to dissolve the Council, leading
to new elections.

“The inability of the Prime Minister
to form a government highlights a se-
rious flaw, compounded by the reluc-
tance of National Assembly members
to engage in government formation
due to its constitutional implications.

“This crisis underscores the need
to restore the prestige of governance,
reminiscent of past governments that
efficiently managed the political land-
scape. There has been a misinterpreta-
tion of cooperation between branches
of government, leading to abuse of
parliamentary powers, legislative over-
reach into executive functions, and a
breakdown of constitutional bounda-
ries. Weak government composition,
ministerial mediocrity, and hesitancy
have further eroded trust and prestige.

“To restore prestige, the govern-
ment must establish a clear vision and
work program promptly upon forma-
tion; uphold the Constitution as a
guide and resist legislative or political
interference from the National Assem-
bly; assert its executive and legislative
powers, setting clear boundaries in its
interactions with the Council.

“This is in addition to maintain-
ing a strong media presence to dispel
rumors and communicate decisions
transparently; exercising discretion in
attending Council sessions and request
dissolution if constitutional limits are
breached and safeguarding its exclu-
sive authority in financial matters and
institutional establishment.

“Moreover, operating as a political
equal to the Council, avoiding black-
mail and prioritizing national interest
and by adhering to these principles,
the government can regain prestige,
attracting capable statesmen to min-
isterial roles and steering the country
towards stability and progress.”

Also:

“The criminal escapes...Where
are the judiciary and foreign affairs?
Who is involved in this issue? Dur-
ing World War II, many Nazi crimi-
nals fled Germany. I wonder where
they went. They certainly did not think
about seeking refuge in neighboring
countries, such as Denmark or Swit-
zerland, so what did they do?” col-
umnist Ahmad Al-Dawas wrote for
Al-Seyassah daily.

“They went to the farthest country in
the world like Chile, away from persecu-
tion and arrest. They boarded planes or
Atlantic ships and fled to the Andes and
the foothills of the mountains to settle
in the valleys, and perhaps in a remote
place, away from the eyes of justice. Go
and hide, for no one will find you!

“This is how some Germans fled,
and over the years people forgot their
story. These people or their sons were
able to assume political positions in
Chile. This is a minister and that is an
official, and both of them are of Ger-
man origin.

“Meanwhile, there is someone who
fled to Brazil and carried with him two
bags, one of which was loaded with
money to smuggle it into the country
in order to put it in a bank so that it
became his property or distributed it
to several banks after he embezzled
public money from his country or
sold drugs. This is called money laun-
dering. When the plane from Europe
landed at Brazil’s airport, the customs
employee asked him: ‘Do you have
anything prohibited with you?’

“He answered in the negative, so
the employee opened the first luggage
and found a bag of coffee in it. He
laughed and turned to his companions
at the airport, smiling and mocking the
traveler. Brazil is the home of coffee.
When he opened the second bag, he
found it filled with a huge amount of
American dollars. Here, the employee
said to the traveler: ‘“Welcome to Bra-
zil!” That is, he was allowed to take
the bag and enter the country, and the
money was not confiscated.

“Brazil was an easy country to enter.
It did not sign an extradition agreement

with other countries, meaning that a
criminal fleeing from a country can
take refuge in it, he can move freely and
disappear, away from his government
or the country in which he committed
the crime. I do not really know whether
Brazil is still in this situation.

“Some expatriates flee from Kuwait
after embezzling money and others flee
after committing a murder. In 2018, a
Lebanese man fled to his country af-
ter he and his wife murdered an Asian
maid. The Lebanese authorities were
able to arrest him, but according to Leb-
anese law, ‘Lebanon does not extradite
any Lebanese citizen who committed a
crime outside the country.’

“Why did Kuwait not conclude
a ‘binding agreement’ to exchange
criminals with Lebanon and other
countries?

“Since independence and for half
a century, we have not heard that it
received fugitive criminals. They are
only involved in giving money and
helping Arabs and others, and when
we need them to impose justice, no
one cares or listens to us, everyone
turns their back!

“Some Arabs who embezzle while
working in Kuwait and then flee to
their country, and there are many of
them. Then, we read that the Kuwaiti
judiciary decided to imprison them
and fine them. How could they have
fled with the stolen money? Do judi-
cial rulings have the ability to bring
them back to Kuwait to place them in
prison and fine them? Will the Arab
country respond to the rulings of the
Kuwaiti judiciary?

“These events may be a lesson for
Kuwait to revise and filter Kuwait’s
relations with other countries and to ad-
dress the imbalance. Do not underesti-
mate the importance of the Caribbean
and Pacific countries. At one time, an
official in Kuwait embezzled money
from the State and fled to the Bahamas.
He died there two or three years ago.

“The Pacific Islands are considered
a good haven for those fleeing a crime,
so our government must fill the gap in
the work of the judiciary. The Minis-
try of Foreign Affairs must conclude a
‘binding agreement’ for the exchange
of criminals with all countries around
the world, so we do not let the criminal
evade justice.”

g Qo Q

“The wolf has come... For many
years, we and electricity rationaliza-
tion and programmed disconnection
have been in constant conflict like
the story of ‘The Wolf and His Son’.
We have been threatened with pro-
grammed power cutoffs in chalets and
the like, while calling for rationaliza-
tion,” columnist Talal Al-Saeed wrote
for Al-Seyassah daily.

“This is our situation. We have been
struck by what looks like a squint. We
are following their unfortunate indicator
for fear that it will turn red. We have
nothing in our power, as government
buildings, including schools, are lit day
and night. The expatriates are twice as
many as the citizens, so what is required?

“There is a question for the depart-
ing and upcoming governments: Is it
not time for a comprehensive solution
to the electricity scarcity?

“Don’t they all know that we live in
the hottest spot in the world and that
the State of Kuwait has had record
high temperatures in recent years,
which means there is a constant need
for electricity? The citizen pays his
obligations monthly, and in return, the
State must provide him with electrical
energy without any threat.

“Since the time of HH the late
Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad, may Allah
have mercy on him, there have been
negotiations to establish a nuclear
station to generate electricity. Then,
someone achieved this goal that we
have been striving for, and even pre-
ceded us, while we are still revolv-
ing around a vicious circle. We still
hesitate to make the decision. Every
year, we hear the same words about
increased demand, peak times and to
programmed cuts to reduce loads!

“When will a strong and respectable
decision be taken that will take us out
of the circle of threats and intimida-
tion, and keep the indicator red or yel-
low, even in the short winter season
in a country where the temperature
exceeds the 60 degree mark? The
decision is still absent and there is no
thought about a comprehensive solu-
tion. Those responsible take over the
ministry, which lacks decision-making
power. The Ministry of Electricity has
no solution. They wait until the ‘ax in
the head’ falls, so they call for ration-
alization, which we have been hearing
about for a long time. All their calls do
not find a popular response due to the
high temperature.

“The problem is that they know
this, yet they are only looking for tem-
porary solutions, such as making up
for the shortage through other Gulf
countries, which preceded us by some
distance. They no longer provide for
rationalization, as they rather sell their
extra energy to us!

“The government is disavowing re-
sponsibility by holding us responsible
for the scarcity of electricity due to
excessive use, knowing that the gov-
ernment allowed two million expatri-
ates or twice as many citizens to enjoy
subsidized energy. It did not take into
account the calls to modify the demo-
graphic structure. May Allah help us
this summer, which is expected to be
hotter than previous years.”

— Compiled by PFX Fernandes

KUNA photo
Kuwait’s President of the Supreme Judicial Council and the President of the Court
of Cassation in the State of Kuwait, Adel Bouresli discusses judicial cooperation.

Judicial cooperation boost eyed

RABAT, May 8, (KUNA): Kuwait’s
President of the Supreme Judicial Coun-
cil and the President of the Court of
Cassation in the State of Kuwait, Adel
Bouresli, discussed on Tuesday with
Moroccan top judicial officials ways to
enhance judicial cooperation between
the nations.

In a press release, Bouresli said he
me with the President-Delegate of the
Supreme Judicial Council in Morocco,
Mohammad Abdelnabawi, and the
King’s Attorney General at the Court
of Cassation, Chief Public Prosecutor,
Hassan Al-Daki, to strengthen judicial
cooperation between the two countries.

Bouresli added that he discussed with
Moroccan judicial officials a number of
issues in order to enhance ways of co-
operation in judicial areas of common
interest.

Bouresli also expressed hopes to ex-
change experiences and expertise be-
tween the two countries in the judicial
and legal fields, as well as to strengthen
efforts, especially in the field of combat-
ing all types of crime.

He pointed out that the meeting also
constituted an opportunity to review the
jurisprudence of the two countries on is-
sues of common interest.

Bid to fight migrant
workers smuggling

Ministry forms monitoring team

KUWAIT CITY, May 8:
Khaled Al-Ajmi, the Assis-
tant Undersecretary for So-
cial Development Sector Af-
fairs at the Ministry of Social
Affairs, disclosed that the
Ministry has formed a work-
ing group for a duration of
three months, as per the rec-
ommendation
of the National
Committee
tasked with im-
plementing the
strategy to pre-
vent trafficking
in persons and
smuggling  of
migrant work-

ers, reports Al-Jarida daily.

This group, led by the Ministry
and comprising directors from civil
and charitable associations, along
with representatives from the Fam-
ily Welfare and Community Devel-
opment Departments, is tasked with
implementing the “national referral”
system. This system involves collab-
oration with civil society and public
benefit associations focused on hu-
man and children’s rights.

Al-Ajmi

Al-Ajmi highlighted that the com-
mittee’s duties include executing the
national referral system through six
stages aimed at identifying victims of
human trafficking, conducting inves-
tigations, providing legal and judicial
prosecution, offering protection and
assistance to victims, facilitating their
voluntary return to their home coun-
tries, and aiding in their reintegration
into their communities.

He emphasized that Kuwait’s ef-
forts align with international standards
in combating this reprehensible crime,
which is condemned by both Sharia and
law.

Al-Ajmi said, “The team will coordi-
nate with civil and charitable organiza-
tions to spread awareness among expa-
triate workers and educate them about
their rights.”

Moreover, Al-Ajmi outlined that the
team will conduct field visits to spe-
cialized shelter centers for victims of
human trafficking to provide psycho-
logical support. Additionally, they
will coordinate with national and char-
itable organizations to raise awareness
among expatriate workers about their
rights.

The working group is committed to
submitting regular reports on its prog-
ress to the National Committee, with
meetings convened at the invitation of
the president or deputy. The validity of
these meetings requires the presence of
the majority of members.

Raids detect violations in
Mubarakiya meat market

KUWAIT CITY, May 8: Abdullah Al-Siddiqi,
inspection supervisor for the Capital Governorate
at the Public Authority for Food and Nutrition
(PAFN), disclosed that several violations were un-
covered in a recent inspection tour of the Mubara-
kiya meat market, reports Al-Anba daily.

These violations include workers operating with-
out proper licensing from PAFN and failure to ad-
here to public hygiene standards.

The daily’s staff personally witnessed the in-
spection tour; during which Al-Siddiqi explained
this is aimed at ensuring the meat and organs like
heart and liver are suitable for human consumption.
He said the market has more than 40 stores selling
meat.

He also emphasized the need for consumers
to verify meat quality by checking the approved
stamp from PAFN, ensuring it was slaughtered in
the country and noting the expiration date. He ex-
plained the meat expires 10 days after the slaugh-
tering date; hence, the importance of checking such
information before buying.

He affirmed that inspectors meticulously exam-
ine meat for freshness and visual cues like color,
rejecting any item with signs of spoilage. Doubtful
items undergo laboratory testing for confirmation,
he added.

He reiterated the commitment of inspectors to
uphold hygiene and certification standards, high-
lighting the issuance of violation citations to work-
ers without health certificates and non-compliance
with hygiene protocols in certain shops in the mar-
ket.

A security official checking the documents of the vessel
in tow.

Marine violations seen

Coast Guard conducts
raids in south of Kuwait

KUWAIT CITY, May 8: The General Administration of the
Coast Guard, in collaboration with the Public Security Sector
and the Maritime Transport Department, conducted an exten-
sive security campaign over the weekend in the southern mari-
time region of the country, reports Al-Jarida daily.

The campaign aimed to crack down on marine vessels vio-
lating regulations while using the southern passages to access
the sea and maritime lanes.

During the campaign, 120 violations were issued for ma-
rine vessels. These violations ranged from using unregistered
marine vessels (ships or marine bikes), not carrying safety
equipment, not displaying a sticker, and failing to adhere to
safe speed limits, to not displaying the name and number, ap-
proaching shores, operating marine vessels under the legal
age, altering ship specifications, evading marine patrols, reck-
less behavior, not carrying required documentation, expiration
of documentation, and lacking a marine license.

The fines for these violations include a maximum fine of
1,000 dinars for using an unregistered cruiser or sea bike
(Clause A) and a maximum fine of 500 dinars for failing to
comply with regulations for the use of cruisers and sea bikes
(Clause B).

In all cases, the marine vessel involved in the violation will
be seized until a final ruling is issued, unless authorized by the
investigating authority or competent court.

Violators have the option to reconcile these violations by
paying 300 dinars for Clause A violations and 100 dinars for
Clause B violations.

Additionally, violations included marine vessels not meet-
ing security and safety conditions, such as maintaining a safe
speed, staying clear of swimming areas, wearing appropriate
attire, inspecting equipment before departure, and carrying all
necessary paperwork and communication devices for emer-
gencies.

Maritime security campaigns will continue throughout the
week, with intensified efforts during weekends, official oc-
casions, and holidays. All seized marine vessels will remain
under the custody of the Coast Guard Department until the
violations are resolved.

MoE set to retire top

Kuwaiti, expat staff

KUWAIT CITY, May 8: The Ministry of Education (MoE) in
Kuwait is planning to retire 173 educators and administrators
from various schools and educational districts in the current
academic year (2023-2024). This move affects those who have
reached a service period of over 34 years, both in the academic
year and the Gregorian year 2024, reports Al-Rai daily.

Sources close to the matter told Al-Rai that the administra-
tive sector at the Ministry of Education is currently finalizing
the retirement procedures. The ministry has already com-
pleted the process of consulting with insurance companies,
obtaining necessary approvals, and confirming eligibility for
retirement pensions.

According to the sources, the Ministry has compiled a list
of those eligible for retirement, which includes 167 Kuwaitis
and 6 expatriates who have completed at least 34 years of ser-
vice. Among the Kuwaiti retirees, there are 156 teachers and
supervisors, and 11 administrative officials. The 6 expatriates
are comprised of 4 teachers and 2 administrators.

The retirement list covers educators from various disci-
plines, including school principals, assistant principals, men-
tors, specialists, and observers. The plan is to implement
retirements for educational staff at the end of the academic
year, while administrative personnel not directly involved in
school operations will retire by the end of 2024.

This step by the Ministry of Education signifies a transition
in the workforce, opening opportunities for newer educators
and administrators, while allowing those who have served for
over three decades to retire with pensions.

a Q Q

Corporal insulted: Support forces from the Ministry of In-
terior arrested five citizens who assaulted and insulted a cor-
poral, reports Al-Anba daily.

The Operations Unit at the ministry received a report about
a fistfight in Naseem, so patrol officers were dispatched to the
location. Upon the arrival of the officers led by the corporal,
those involved in the fistfight attacked him. He then requested
for backup, so the support forces rushed to the location. All
those involved in the fight were arrested and referred to the
police station in the area. The investigator then decided to re-
fer the accused to the Criminal Evidence General Department
as they were found to be in abnormal condition.
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Zammit calls on Kuwaitis to visit his country during summer

Malta offers abundant opportunities for trade, cultural ties: envoy

KUWAIT CITY, May 8: The Ambas-
sador of Malta to Kuwait, HE George
Saeed Zammit, highlighted the abun-
dant opportunities to enhance trade,
cultural, and sports exchanges between
Malta and Kuwait, reports Al-Jarida
daily.

Speaking on the sidelines of a

celebration marking the twentieth
anniversary of Malta’s accession to
the European Union, Zammit em-
phasized the growing interest from
Kuwait in strengthening bilateral
relations.

He revealed that discussions are un-
derway with Kuwaiti authorities to es-

tablish a direct airline between the two
countries, which would facilitate travel
and further boost relations.

Currently, there is significant de-
mand from Kuwaitis to visit Malta,
driven by its picturesque beaches and
historic landmarks.

Zammit noted the presence of

around 100 Kuwaiti students studying
at Maltese universities in various fields
such as general medicine, dentistry,
and engineering. A delegation from
the University of Malta is expected to
visit Kuwait soon to introduce the edu-
cational opportunities available to Ku-
waiti students.

Highlighting the warm hospitality
of the Maltese people, Zammit invit-
ed Kuwaitis to visit Malta during the
summer to experience its attractions
firsthand.

Reflecting on Malta’s two decades of
EU membership, Zammit described it
as a transformative period that has con-

tributed to Malta’s economic growth,
development, and prosperity. EU mem-
bership has expanded opportunities for
trade, investment, and cooperation,
enhancing economic stability and of-
fering numerous benefits to Maltese
citizens.

‘Artificial intelligence vital in
government, private affairs’

CITRA chief maps out path to technological revolution

By Mohammed Ghanem
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, May 8: Chair-
man of the Board of Directors
of the Communications and In-
formation Technology Regula-
tory Authority (CITRA) Omar
Al-Omar confirmed that there is
a tremendous technological pro-
gress in the means of communi-
cations and information in view
of the diversity of programs for
exchanging information and the
freedom of access for users.

In his speech at the opening of the two-
day International Forum on Artificial
Intelligence, Al-Omar highlighted the
importance of artificial intelligence and
digital services on business and daily life
in the region and the world as a whole,
citing the latest research and advanced
technologies in the field of artificial intel-
ligence.

He said that “whatever the current stage

of uses of artificial intelligence is witnessing
represents an important transformation in hu-

man lives. The future of the communications
and information technology sector consti-
tutes a real future revolution.”

He pointed out the importance of artificial
intelligence, developing digital services, and

transforming  procedures

; i | in government agencies

and private sector insti-
tutions into digital smart
procedures and services,
especially those provided
to citizens.

He explained this is be-
cause the use of artificial
intelligence technologies
has many benefits for all
sectors, especially for gov-
ernment agencies, as it
speeds up the daily work by using the techno-
logical development that has been achieved
as it helps increase productivity and reduce
errors and risks.

On the other hand, head of the forum, Eng
Suleiman Al-Arouj, stated that artificial in-
telligence technology has a positive impact
on the work system within the institution --
administrative, financial, developmental and
technical sectors.

He added the programs, mega data, block
chains, cloud computing, etc. are of great im-
portance to the work performance and quality

Al-Omar

of outputs of government agencies and the
private sector in the State of Kuwait and other
GCC countries.

He explained this is the aim of the forum
in order to review, research and discuss the
latest developments, which are considered
of great importance; as well as presenting
local and global developments in artificial
intelligence topics and discussing them with
experts and partners to reach results and rec-
ommendations to maximize the role and tech-
niques of artificial intelligence.

In addition, international expert in United
Nations affairs Dr. Radwan Al-Anani said the
forum includes three workshops and 12 lec-
tures on the latest systems and developments
in artificial intelligence and digitization. He
asserted that transforming transactions using
modern technology is considered one of the
government’s most important priorities and
part of the vision of the State of Kuwait.

Scientific Committee Chairman Dr. Bas-
sem Al-Qassim revealed the forum show-
cases the experience of a number of young
competent Kuwaitis like lecturer Suleiman
Al-Arouj, who is the first Kuwaiti engi-
neer for artificial intelligence in the Middle
East; Eng Salem Al-Otaibi, who is consid-
ered an expert in artificial intelligence and
has a number of experiences to present in
the forum.

Al-Jarida photo
Ambassador Zammit speaking during the celebration marking the twentieth anniver-
sary of Malta’s accession to the European Union.

Al-Jarida photo
Ambassadors of GCC countries in Kuwait.

Meet focuses on joint Gulf action
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The Qatari Embassy in Kuwait played
host to a coordination meeting involving
the ambassadors of the Gulf Coopera-
tion Council (GCC) countries accredited
to Kuwait, alongside a representative
from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, re-
ports Al-Jarida daily.

Chaired by Qatar's Ambassador Ali
bin Abdullah Al Mahmoud, the meeting
focused on fostering joint Gulf action
and enhancing cooperation and coor-
dination among the embassies of the
GCC member states in Kuwait.
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Hungarian books corner being inaugurated at the hands of Ambassador Sisabé.

Prof Al-Baga’in welcomes delegation

Hungarian envoy Sisabo6 inaugurates
Embassy Corner at university library

KUWAIT CITY, May 8: The Kuwait
College of Science and Technology recently
welcomed the Ambassador of Hungary to
Kuwait, HE Andrds Sisdbd, and a delega-
tion from the embassy, to inaugurate a new
corner for books donated by the Embassy of
Hungary to the university library, reports
Al-Jarida daily.

Professor  Khaled Al-Baga’in, the
President of the College, extended a warm
welcome to the ambassador and the accom-
panying delegation during the opening cer-
emony, which was attended by faculty
members and university staff.

This initiative, presented by the Embassy
of Hungary, entails providing a collection of
books covering various scientific, cultural,
and literary subjects. Al-Baqa’in commend-
ed the close relationship between the uni-
versity and the Hungarian Embassy, lauding
the initiative as a means to strengthen this
relationship while advancing the education-
al objectives of the university. He empha-
sized the importance of such initiatives in
enriching the educational experience of stu-
dents and fostering cross-cultural under-
standing.

Al-Baqa’in highlighted the significance
of accessing diverse sources of knowledge
from around the world, which enables stu-
dents to explore new research methodolo-
gies and gain insights from different per-
spectives. He expressed the university’s
pride in its collaboration with the embassy,
particularly following the recent signing of
a cooperation agreement with Quadron
Cybersecurity Company, which was also
sponsored by the embassy.

Al-Baga’in expressed hope for further
collaboration in cultural and scientific
events, as well as academic activities.

Ambassador Sisdbé expressed his plea-
sure in the cooperation between the Embassy
of Hungary and the Kuwait College of
Science and Technology, emphasizing the
importance of deepening understanding of
Hungarian culture, arts, history, and civili-
zation among the next generation.

He encouraged university students to
explore the wealth of resources available in
the Hungarian Book Corner, underscoring
its significance on the occasion of the sixti-
eth anniversary of diplomatic relations
between Kuwait and Hungary.

Female grads for admin coordinator posts

MoSA approves promotion by selection

KUWAIT CITY, May 8: Acting
Undersecretary of the Ministry of Social
Affairs Abdulaziz Sari Al-Mutairi has con-
firmed the approval of the promotion by
selection of 497 employees, reports
Al-Anba daily.

In a press statement after chairing the
meeting of the Personnel Affairs Committee
recently, Al-Mutairi revealed the list of
employees eligible for promotion by selec-
tion was approved on March 31, 2024. He
said these employees were chosen in accor-
dance with Civil Service Commission
Resolution No. 18 of 2011, which stipulates
the rules on promotion by selection.

a a Q

Admin coordinators: Female graduates
of the College of Education at Kuwait
University who specialized in Islamic
Studies, history, geography, psychology
and philosophy will be transferred to the
administrative coordinator position, reports
Al-Anba daily quoting sources.

Sources said this decision will be imple-
mented through the coordinated efforts of
the Education Ministry and Civil Service
Commission. Sources explained these
female graduates will be transferred as
needed once the new schools Al-Mutlaa
and West Abdullah Al-Mubarak open.
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Gaza is

Continued from Page 1

Therefore, it is necessary to reach a
two-State solution, in accordance with
the Saudi initiative approved at the
Beirut Summit, as it is the basis for ev-
eryone to get out of the impasse.

The existence of one legitimate Pal-
estinian government, not two authori-
ties -- one in Ramallah and the other
in Gaza -- will end the suffering of the
Palestinian people. This will direct the
compass towards self-determination
and global recognition of the State.

Consequently, there must be a sin-
gle national authority that manages the
Palestinian issue. It is sufficient for the
Arabs to submit to these organizations
run by rogue states.

The tragedy has become open to all
possibilities. There is no longer a way
out of the terrible hell except by mak-
ing all Arabs face their responsibility
regarding the absurd practices of mi-
litia leaders who were raised on black-
mail, and accumulated wealth at the
expense of the blood of innocent Pal-
estinians and the rest of the countries
that these organizations have entered
only to wreak havoc there.

Almighty Allah says in the Holy
Quran: “... and Satan has made their
deeds pleasing to them and averted
them from the right way, so they have
guidance.”

NCCAL preps

Continued from Page 1

Al-Zamel added that the celebration
ceremony would create new ideas that
will feature forums, meetings and cul-
tural sessions that are specific for this
event.

The NCCAL work team is examin-
ing the best locations to hold the cel-
ebration festivities and will be worthy
to visitors to see and experience, he
added.

He pointed out that the NCCAL em-
ployees are cooperating with other lo-
cal institutions, diplomatic authorities
and Arab countries’ embassies to shed
light on Kuwait’s cultural wealth.

Al-Zamel is head of the work team
appointed by the higher committee to
celebrate Kuwait as the Arab Cultural
Capital for the year 2025 -- headed by
Minister of Information and Culture
Abdulrahman Al-Mutairi.

Amir’s visit

Continued from Page 1

President Erdogan and His Highness
the Amir held a session of bilateral dis-
cussions, followed by another one at the
official level grouping delegations from
the two sides. The talks were marked
with consensus on issues of common
concern and necessity of bolstering the
bilateral relations in all sectors.

The two sides affirmed their pride
of the distinctive ties between the two
countries and peoples, praised level of
the commercial and economic relations
and cooperation, namely the volume of
trade exchange, activities by the Kuwait
Public Investments Authority in Turkiye
and investments by Turkish companies in
Kuwait.

They signed, on sidelines of the dis-
cussions, a number of significant agree-
ments, memoranda of understanding in
the fields of coping with natural catastro-
phes, free trade zones, housing and infra-
structural sectors, in addition to a MoU
regarding the strategic ministerial-level
dialogue.

Moreover, the Kuwaiti and Turkish
officials signed an executive protocol for
the contracts of the defense equipment’s
contracts and a MoU between the Ku-
waiti Interior Ministry and the Turkish
catastrophes and emergency authority.

President Erdogan, the statement con-
tinued, affirmed support for sovereignty,
territorial sanctity and regional security
of the State of Kuwait, stressing that con-
tacts between the two countries would
closely continue at various levels.

He expressed his appreciation of Ku-
wait’s good efforts and the pioneering
role at the regional and international lev-
els as well as its policy aimed at attaining
prosperity for peoples.

Regarding regional developments,
the two countries expressed concern at
conditions in Gaza Strip, the occupied
Palestinian territories and the crimes
committed against the Palestinian broth-
ers and the catastrophic conditions in the
occupied territories.

The two sides expressed concern re-
garding the tragic conditions in Rafah,
southern Gaza, where the residents were
threatened to be relocated against their
will, affirming the necessity that the in-
ternational community namely the UN
Security Council shoulder the responsi-
bility on implementing resolutions that
call for an immediate cease-fire, protect-
ing civilians, ensuring delivery of the hu-
manitarian aid in the occupied territories
and settling the Palestinian cause accord-
ing to resolutions of the international le-
gitimacy.

President Erdogan decorated His
Highness the Amir with the prestigious
State Order in appreciation for his major
role in boosting the bilateral relations.

In the end of the visit, His Highness
the Amir expressed gratitude to President
Erdogan for the warm hospitality and
invited him to visit Kuwait. He also ex-
pressed good wishes to the president and
the friendly Turkish people.

Meanhwhile, His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah arrived on Wednesday, with his
accompanying delegation, to Kuwait
from Turkiye after concluding his state
visit.

His Highness the Amir was accompa-
nied by an official delegation that includ-
ed Minister of Finance and Minister of
State for Economic and Investment Af-
fairs Dr. Anwar Ali Al-Mudhaf, Minister
of Foreign Affairs Abdullah Al-Yahya,
and senior officials from the Amiri Di-
wan and Foreign Ministry.

US gov’t

Continued from Page 1

The United States repatriated 11 US
citizens from northeast Syria, including
five minors.

“As a part of this operation, the United
States also facilitated the repatriation
of six Canadian citizens, four Dutch
citizens, and one Finnish citizen, among
them eight children,” Miller added.

“Additionally, we resettled in the
United States the nine-year-old non-US
citizen sibling of one of the US citizen
minors,” Miller said.

“This is the largest single repatriation
of US citizens from northeast Syria to
date,” Miller noted.

“In conducting this complex repatria-
tion and resettlement the Department co-
ordinated closely with our interagency
partners,” Miller added.

“I would like to thank the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation, US Customs and
Border Protection, US Citizenship and
Immigration Service, and the Depart-
ments of Defense, Justice, and Health
and Human Services for their assis-
tance,” Miller said.

“Approximately 30,000 individuals
from more than 60 countries outside Syr-
ia remain in the al-Hol and Roj displaced
persons camps, the majority of whom are
children.

As governments undertake repatria-
tion of their nationals, we urge thought-
fulness and flexibility to ensure that to the
maximum extent possible family units
remain intact,” Miller added.

“The only durable solution to the hu-
manitarian and security crisis in the dis-
placed persons camps and detention fa-
cilities in northeast Syria is for countries
to repatriate, rehabilitate, reintegrate, and
where appropriate, ensure accountability
for wrongdoing,” Miller said.

“The United States remains commit-
ted to helping those nations which seek to
repatriate their nationals from northeast
Syria, and to finding solutions, including
resettlement, for those who are unable to
return to their communities or countries
of origin,” Miller added.

Kuwait enforces

Continued from Page 1

PAM also nominated a number of
members to the Kuwaitization commit-
tees in various government agencies to
guarantee the successful implementation
of the regulation. These committees shall
identify and organize the necessary jobs
and responsibilities in each government
agency in accordance with the regulation.

The implementation of these regula-
tions is expected to curtail opportunities
for unskilled and unqualified workers
in the labor market while minimizing
violations. Initial steps are crucial for the
effective implementation of the regula-
tions, with plans to expand their coverage
to include contracts across various enti-
ties to further increase the proportion of
national workers.

MoCl’s initiative strengthens e-transaction regulations

KUWAIT CITY, May 8: The plan of
the Ministry of Commerce and Indus-
try to enhance oversight of auctions
and electronic forestry operations in
the country through an advanced auto-
mated platform and system is a proac-
tive step towards ensuring transparen-
cy and protecting consumers, reports
Al-Jarida daily.

By launching the “National Elec-
tronic Auctions Platform” project, the
ministry aims to streamline online pay-

ment operations, enforce regulations,
and safeguard customer interests.

This initiative not only facili-
tates smoother transactions but also
strengthens state revenues and fosters
trust in electronic commerce.

Additionally, the ministry’s focus
on developing automated systems for
supervisory projects, such as monitor-
ing precious metal trading and over-
seeing currency exchange activities,
demonstrates its commitment to adapt-

ing to the evolving digital landscape.

By leveraging advanced technology
and international best practices, the
ministry aims to enhance efficiency
and effectiveness in regulating various
sectors.

Furthermore, collaboration with
the Communications and Electronic
Crimes Authority underscores the
importance of combating fraud and
ensuring compliance with regula-
tions.

following scope of work:

Scope of works:

Terms and Conditions:

assigning any reason.

issued stands cancelled.

commencement of service.

the State of Kuwait.
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TENDER NOTICE

= For any clarifications, write to RM-Oriental@almullagroup.com

ADDRESS

APPOINTMENT OF AUDITORS

Oriental Insurance Company Limited is one of the four Public sector Non-Life Insurance Companies in India
operating as a Branch in Kuwait is in the process of appointing auditors for the annual audit with the

» Audit of financial statements for the current year ending 31 -12-2024
 Audit of trial balance for the financial year ending 31-03-2025
 Assistance in filing of Kuwait Income Tax declaration 31 -12-2024

« Certification of statements to Ministry of Commerce
« Certification of quarterly Gross Underwriting & Claims returns to Head Office
« Certification of payment of quarterly fees to the Insurance Regulatory Unit

 Tender Document Delivery Mode- In person should reach us within 15 days from the date of
publication to the address given below, between 9 am to 4 pm Sunday to Thursday.

* For all purposes of the contract including arbitration thereunder, the address of the bidder
mentioned in the bid shall be final unless the bidder notifies a change of address by

a separate letter sent to The Oriental Insurance Company Limited (OIC), Kuwait.

The bidder shall be solely responsible for the consequences of any omission or error to
notify change of address in the aforesaid manner.

= Right of Acceptance: The Company reserves all rights to reject any or all tenders without

» Communication of Acceptance — Successful bidder shall give acceptance within 10 days
from the date of receipt of the work order, failing which, the work order

* The successful bidder shall enter into a contract and the authorized signatory shall execute
and sign the contract agreement in accordance to the scope of work and conditions before

* Minimum Eligibility Criteria— Reputed International Audit Firms registered in

Resident Manager

The Oriental Insurance Co. Ltd., Al-Arabiya Commercial Tower- |4th Floor, Ahmed Jaber Street, Sharg, Kuwait City
Phone Number: 22267486 or 95533090 - between 9 am to 4 pm.
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World News Roundup

Europe

China and Serbia sign agreement: China and European
Union candidate Serbia signed an agreement on Wednesday to
build a “shared future,” making the Balkan country the first in
Europe to agree on such a document with Beijing.

After meeting in Belgrade, Chinese leader Xi Jinping and
Serbian President Aleksandar Vucic announced they would
“deepen and elevate the comprehensive strategic partnership
between China and Serbia,” and “build a new era of a commu-
nity with a shared future between China and Serbia.”

Xi launched the term “community for shared future” over 10
years ago. While it may not denote a specific initiative, experts
believe it has an underlying significance as another term for
an alliance.

“Eight years ago, Serbia became China’s first comprehen-
sive strategic partner in the Central and Eastern European re-
gion, and today Serbia is the first European country to build a
community of destiny with China, fully reflecting the strategic,
special and high level of China-Serbia relations,” Xi said dur-
ing a press conference after signing the agreement.

It was not immediately clear how the EU would respond
to Serbia getting even closer to China.
Russia’s war on Ukraine has pushed
the integration of six Western Balkan
countries, including Serbia, into the
EU at the top of the 27-nation bloc’s
agenda.

China has claimed neutrality in the
Ukraine conflict, but has refused to
call the Russian assault an invasion and
has been accused of bolstering Rus-
sia’s military capacity. Serbia has con-
demned the Russian invasion but has
refused to join international sanctions
against Moscow. Xi arrived in Serbia to
a warm welcome on Tuesday evening from France. (AP)

g Q Q

North Macedonia holds elections: Voters in North Mac-
edonia were casting ballots on Wednesday in a parliamentary
election and a presidential runoff dominated by issues includ-
ing the country’s path toward European Union membership,
corruption and the economy.

The first round of the election for president, a largely cer-
emonial post, was seen as a barometer for the parliamentary
vote. It gave a clear lead to Gordana Siljanovska-Davkova, the
candidate backed by the center-right opposition, over incum-
bent Stevo Pendarovski, who is supported by the governing
center-left coalition.

Siljanovska-Davkova garnered 41.2%, in the first round
on April 24, compared to 20.5% for Pendarovski. The two
had also squared off in the previous election in 2019, when
Pendarovski won with nearly 54% of the vote. Turnout in
the runoff must be at least 40% for the result to be valid.
(AP)

Vucic
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Debris and damage from powerful storms are pictured on May 7 in Barnsdall, Oklahoma. A tornado destroyed homes, forced the evacuation of a nursing home and
toppled trees and power lines when it roared through the small Oklahoma town. Inset: Paden Fincher looks to salvage items from what'’s left of his sister’s home
following a severe storm on Tuesday. (AP)

Storms battering Midwest bring tornadoes, hail & strong winds

Severe storms continued to barrel through the Mid-
west early Wednesday, unleashing a curtain of
heavy rain, gusty winds and tornadoes that fore-
casters warned could spill out of the region.

The tornadoes were first spotted after dark Tues-
day in parts of Michigan, Indiana and Ohio, while
portions of lllinois, Kentucky and Missouri were also
under a tornado watch, according to the National

Weather Service.

As the storms raged on in the pre-dawn hours
Wednesday, the National Weather Service in Pitts-
burgh warned that a tornado in northeastern Ohio
could cross into Pennsylvania. Parts of West Vir-
ginia were also under a tornado warning.

Hours earlier in southwestern Michigan, two tor-
nadoes blitzed the city of Portage near Kalamazoo

on Tuesday night, destroying homes and commer-
cial buildings, including a FedEx facility that was
ripped apart.

There were no serious injuries immediately re-
ported, but city officials said in a news release that
the twisters knocked out power to more than 20,000
people. Most of them would be without power until

o a o late Wednesday, city officials said. (AP)

‘Focus more on curbing migration’: Europeans focus more
on curbing immigration than on climate change and less than
15% of those interviewed across the globe consider climate is-
sues to be among the top three priorities for their government,
according to a global study on Wednesday.

“Many European countries have seen a sharp rise in the
share of people who say that ‘reducing immigration’ should
be a top government priority,” said the study commissioned
by the Denmark-based think tank Alliance of Democracies
Foundation.

Germany was in the lead with 44% when it comes to people
wanting their government to focus on reducing immigration,
while nearly a quarter of the Germans surveyed said fighting
climate change was a priority. (AP)

g o Q

Russia launches attack on Ukraine power grid: Rus-
sian forces unleashed a nighttime barrage of more than 50
cruise missiles and explosive drones at Ukraine’s power grid
Wednesday, targeting a wide area in what President Volody-
myr Zelenskyy called a “massive” attack.

The bombardment blasted targets in seven Ukrainian re-
gions, including the Kyiv area and parts of the south and west,
damaging homes and the country’s rail network, authorities
said. Three people, including an 8-year-old girl, were injured,
according to officials.

Russia has repeatedly pounded Ukraine’s energy infrastructure
during the war that is stretching into its third year and has claimed
thousands of lives. By taking out the power, the Kremlin’s forces
aim to rob Ukrainian manufacturing of its energy supply, espe-
cially military plants, and crush public morale. (AP)

g Qa Q

‘War can’t be solved by rewarding aggression’: Italy’s
president told the UN General Assembly on Tuesday that Rus-
sia’s invasion of Ukraine can’t be solved by rewarding its ag-
gression and peace can only come when Ukraine’s sovereignty
and territorial integrity are restored.

Sergio Mattarella said Italy, which now heads the G7 meet-
ings, and many international partners have come to Ukraine’s
defense to support the principle that solidarity must be given
to nations attacked by acts that violate international law and
the UN Charter.

“No state, no matter how powerful or how equipped it is
with a menacing nuclear arsenal can think of violating prin-
ciples, including the sovereignty, territorial integrity, and in-
dependence of another country without facing sanctions,” he
said. (AP)

g Qo Q

Scottish Parliament names Swinney as PM: The Scot-
tish Parliament elected Tuesday John Swinney as the country’s
First Minister succeeding Humza Yousef, who resigned last
week. Swinney received the support of the majority of mem-
bers of the local parliament, said the BBC.

The formal appointment ceremony of Swinney as Prime
Minister will take place tomorrow, Wednesday, after the ap-
proval of the King of Britain, King Charles III, it added.

Last Monday, Yousef announced that he was resigning as
he faced a confidence vote in the Scottish parliament that he
was set to lose, having ditched his junior coalition partners, the

Selby Chipman, 20-year-old, speaks
at the Boys Scouts of America an-
nual meeting in Orlando, Fla on May
7. Chipman, a student at the Univer-
sity of Missouri, is an Inaugural fe-
male Eagle Scout and the Assistant
Scoutmaster for an all girls troop 8219
in Oak Ridge, NC. After more than a
century, Boy Scouts of America is re-
branding as Scouting America, anoth-
er major shakeup for an organization
that once proudly resisted change.
(AP)

Mooker Trudeau

North America

3 Indian men appear in court: Three
Indian men charged with killing Sikh sepa-
ratist leader Hardeep Singh Nijjar in British
Columbia last year have appeared in court

Politics

Spartz wins GOP primary in Indiana

Trump In no rush to pick running-mate

NEW YORK, May 8, (AP): As former
US president Donald Trump remains
stuck in the courtroom listening to sa-
lacious details of an affair he denies,
another spectacle is playing out in the
background as his vice presidential
tryouts get underway.

The dynamic was on full display over
the weekend at a closed-door fundraiser
at his Mar-a-Lago club that doubled as
an audition featuring a long list of poten-
tial running mates. Trump, at one point,
invited many of the contenders on stage
like contestants in one of his old beauty
pageants. The next day several of them,
including South Carolina Sen. Tim Scott,
South Dakota Gov. Doug Burgum, Ohio
Sen. Marco Rubio and New York Rep
Elise Stefanik, fanned out across Sunday
news shows to sing his praises.

“This weekend, we had 15 people.
... They’re all out there campaigning,”
Trump told Spectrum News 1 Wisconsin
on Tuesday. “It might actually be more
effective this way because, you know,
every one of them thinks they could be
chosen, which I guess possibly is so.”

The comments demonstrate why
Trump is in no rush to pick his po-
tential second-in-command or pub-
licly winnow his choices. For now, the
presumptive GOP nominee is happy
to revel in the attention as report-
ers parse his choices and prospective
candidates jockey and woo him in an
“Apprentice”-style competition.

Trump has said he intends to make
an announcement shortly before July’s
Republican National Convention, as
he did when he picked then-Indiana
Gov Mike Pence in 2016.

Also:
INDIANAPOLIS: Two-term US Rep

Victoria Spartz won a contentious

Biden hosts Romania president at
WH to celebrate NATO partnership

WASHINGTON, May 8, (AP): US
President Joe Biden hosted Klaus
lohannis, the president of Romania,
on Tuesday at the White House,
with the two leaders celebrating
their joint cooperation on issues
including international security, the
economy and continued support for
Ukraine.

The meeting in the Oval Office
was meant to mark Romania’s two
decades as a NATO member, ac-
cording to the White House.

At the start of the meeting, Biden
joked he advocated for NATO ac-
cession for Romania when he
was a senator “180 years ago”
and said the alliance was stronger
for the country’s inclusion. Biden
noted that Romanian and Ameri-
can troops have fought and trained
alongside one another and praised
Romania for having “stepped up” to

assist Ukraine in fending Russia’s
invasion.

“The United States is committed
to standing with you,” Biden told lo-
hannis.

In turn, lohannis thanked Biden
for hosting him and called the trans-
atlantic alliance “a cornerstone of
our democratic way of life.” He said
he intended to make progress to-
ward a visa waiver for Romanian
travelers to the US but that the most
important topic was “to find a way
to reinstall peace” in Europe and
to ensure that Russian President
Vladimir Putin doesn’t win.

lohannis announced in March that
he will run to be NATO’s next sec-
retary-general, although Biden and
many other leaders in the alliances
have thrown their support behind
Mark Rutte, the Netherlands prime
minister.

Republican primary to defend her seat
just months after she decided to run for
reelection in a campaign that focused
attention on her opposition to sending
aid to her native Ukraine.

She defeated eight rival Republicans
to secure her place on the ballot this
fall in a solidly Republican district.

The first and only Ukrainian-born
House member, Spartz previously
backed support for the country. But
ahead of her primary contest, she re-
versed her position and voted against
sending $61 billion in aid to Ukraine.
She defended the switch, arguing her
loyalty is to America first and saying

she wanted to see policy on the U.S.-
Mexico border included in the aid
package, a position largely shared by
her Republican challengers.

The election in the northern sub-
urbs of Indianapolis was in part a
test of whether Spartz’s maneuvers
would pay off. Her stance was widely
shared among her competitors, includ-
ing state Rep Chuck Goodrich, who
loaned $4.6 million to his campaign.
Goodrich attacked Spartz over her
previous support for Ukraine, saying
she puts “Ukraine first.” Spartz trailed
Goodrich in spending and fundraising
by millions of dollars.

Scottish Green Party, in a row over climate policy. (KUNA)
a o a

Tusk calls secret services meeting: Poland’s Prime Min-
ister Donald Tusk called Tuesday for a special meeting of the
secret services to discuss alleged Russian and Belarusian in-
filtration after a Polish judge who had access to sensitive state
information defected to Belarus.

Authorities in NATO and European Union member Po-
land are investigating the judge, Tomasz Szmydt, on suspi-
cions that he was acting on behalf of a foreign intelligence
service.

The Polish government said in a statement Tuesday that
“Szmydt had constant and direct access to classified informa-
tion. He has also been in contact with Belarusians for a long
time. This situation should be of the utmost concern.”

Earlier Tuesday, a Polish official said bugging devices were
found in a room where the Polish Cabinet was scheduled to
meet. (AP)

g Qa Q

Cruise ship worker arrested: A cruise
ship worker from South Africa was arrested
Tuesday in Alaska’s capital city, accused of
attacking a woman and two security guards
with scissors on board the vessel, according
to authorities.

The US attorney’s office says the man
is charged with assault with a dangerous
weapon within maritime and territorial ju-
risdiction. Online court records do not show
an attorney for the 35-year-old man.

According to an affidavit from FBI Spe-
cial Agent Matthew Judy, the man was re-
cently hired by a cruise line and joined the
ship, the Norwegian Encore, in Seattle on
Sunday. The ship set off that day for a week-
long trip with scheduled stops in Alaska
ports, including the capital of Juneau, and
British Columbia. (AP)

g o Q

‘Supermarket shooter sane’: State
experts have found the man charged with
shooting and killing 10 people at a Colorado
supermarket in 2021 had untreated mental
illness but was legally sane at the time of the
attack, lawyers said Tuesday.

The results of the sanity evaluation of
Ahmad Al Aliwi Alissa done at the state
mental hospital are not public but were
discussed during a court hearing as Alissa,
dressed in a jail uniform and his wrists in
shackles, and relatives of some of those
killed listened. (AP)

tador Juan de Ofate, who is both revered
and reviled for his role in establishing early
settlements along the Upper Rio Grande
starting in 1598. (AP)

said the terms were confidential.

A single gunshot set off chaos at an out-
door gathering in Espafiola over canceled
plans to install a bronze likeness of conquis-

in the case that set off a diplomatic spat after
Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
said there were “credible allegations” of In-
dian involvement.

Canadian police had arrested the three
Indian men last week in Edmonton, Alberta,
and they have been charged with first-degree
murder and conspiracy to commit murder.

Canadian Mounted Police Superinten-
dent Mandeep Mooker said Friday that the
investigation into whether the men had ties
to India’s government was ongoing.

Nijjar, 45, was shot to death in his pickup
truck last June after he left the Sikh temple
he led in the city of Surrey. An Indian-born
citizen of Canada, he owned a plumbing
business and was a leader in what remains
of a once-strong movement to create an in-
dependent Sikh homeland. (AP)

a o aQ

Civil lawsuit settled: A settlement has
been reached in a civil lawsuit seeking dam-
ages from three relatives in the shooting of
a Native American activist in northern New
Mexico amid confrontations about a statue
of a Spanish conquistador and aborted plans
to reinstall it in public, according to court
documents published Tuesday.

The shooting, in September 2023, se-
verely wounded Jacob Johns, of Spokane,
Washington, a well-traveled activist for
environmental causes and an advocate for
Native American rights who is of Hopi and
Akimel O’odham tribal descent. His attor-
ney, John Day, confirmed the settlement and

g Q Q

Belarus launches nuclear drills: Belarus on Tuesday
launched drills involving missiles and warplanes capable
of carrying tactical nuclear weapons, which close ally Rus-
sia has deployed there amid tensions with the West over
Ukraine.

The Belarusian maneuvers began a day after Russia an-
nounced plans to hold similar drills simulating the use of
battlefield nuclear weapons in what it cast as a response to
statements by Western officials signaling possibly deeper in-
volvement in the war in Ukraine. It was the first time such an
exercise had been publicly announced by Moscow.

Belarus’ Defense Minister Viktor Khrenin said a unit of Is-
kander short-range missiles and a squadron of Su-25 fighter
jets will take part in the drills. (AP)

Chinese President Xi Jinping arrives in Belgrade for a state visit to Serbia at the

invitation of Serbian President Aleksandar Vucic on May 7. Xi was warmly wel-

comed by President Vucic and his wife, Tamara Vucic, at Belgrade Nikola Tesla
Airport upon arrival. (Xinhua)
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Mexico tightens rules

Brazil south struggles
to access basic goods

PORTO ALEGRE, Brazil, May 8, (AP): The mayor
of a major city in southern Brazil on Tuesday pleaded
with residents to comply with his water rationing de-
cree, given that some four-fifths of the population is
without running water, a week after major flooding
that has left at least 90 people dead and more than 130
others missing.

Efforts were continuing to
rescue people stranded by the
floods in the southern state of
Rio Grande do Sul, as more
rains were forecast for the
region into next week. The
capital, Porto Alegre, has been
virtually cut off, with the air-
port and bus station closed and
main roads blocked because of
the floodwaters.

The floods in Brazil are
among extreme weather events
being seen around the world.

Yoga teacher Maria Vitéria Jorge’s apartment
building in downtown Porto Alegre is flooded, so
she’s leaving it behind, having withdrawn about 8,000
reais ($1,600) from her savings to rent an apartment
for herself and her parents elsewhere in the state.

“I can’t shower at home, wash the dishes or even
have drinkable water,” the 35-year-old Jorge said in
her car as she prepared to travel. She had just a gallon
of water for the 200-kilometer (125-mile) drive to the
city of Torres, so far unaffected by the floods.

Consumption

Five of the Porto Alegre’s six water treatment fa-
cilities aren’t working, and Porto Alegre Mayor Se-
bastidio Melo on Monday decreed that water be used
exclusively for “essential consumption.”

“We are living an unprecedented natural disaster
and everyone needs to help,” Melo told journalists.
“I am getting water trucks to soccer fields and people
will have to go there to get their water in bottles. I can-
not get them to go home to home.”

The most urgent need is drinking water, but food
and personal hygiene products are also in short sup-
ply. Other Brazilian states are mobilizing trucks with
donations bound for Rio Grande do Sul.

There were long lines and empty shelves at super-
markets in Porto Alegre on Tuesday. Some people
have tried to buy bottled water since the weekend, and
when they could find it, their purchases were limited
to two five-liter (1.3-gallon) bottles.

Public health experts say there is also growing risk
of disease as much of the region remains submerged,
warning that cases of dengue fever and leptospirosis,
a bacterial disease, in particular could rise sharply
within days.

Melo

g o Q

Mexico tightens rules on Peruvians: Julia Pare-
des believed her move to the United States might be
now or never. Mexico was days from requiring visas
for Peruvian visitors. If she didn’t act quickly, she
would have to make a far more perilous, surreptitious
journey over land to settle with her sister in Dallas.

Mexico began requiring visas for Peruvians on
Monday in response to a major influx of migrants
from the South American country, after identical
moves for Venezuelans, Ecuadorians and Brazilians.
It effectively eliminated the option of flying to a Mexi-
can city near the U.S. border, as Paredes, 45, did just
before it was too late.

“I'had to treat it as a emergency,” said Paredes, who
worked serving lunch to miners in Arequipa, Peru, and
borrowed money to fly to Mexico’s Tijuana, across
from San Diego. Last month smugglers guided her
through a remote opening in the border wall to a dirt
lot in California, where she and about 100 migrants
from around the world shivered over campfires after a
morning drizzle and waited for overwhelmed Border
Patrol agents to drive them to a station for processing.

Senior US officials, speaking to reporters ahead of
a meeting of top diplomats from about 20 countries
in the Western hemisphere this week in Guatemala,
applauded Mexico’s crackdown on air travel from
Peru and called visa requirements an important tool to
jointly confront illegal migration.

g o Q

Nations renew commitment: Representatives from
22 Western Hemisphere countries gathered in Guate-
mala renewed their commitment Tuesday to continue
offering legal pathways to enter their countries, to pro-
vide aid to communities most affected by migration
and to coordinate their response to manage immigra-
tion flows.

US Secretary of State Antony Blinken noted that
progress had been made in all of those areas during the
past two years. Still, the region saw record migration
last year both through the treacherous Darien Gap sep-
arating Colombia and Panama and at the US border.

Two years ago, leaders from across the hemisphere
signed the “Los Angeles Declaration,” a U.S.-led at-
tempt to coordinate a regional response to historic lev-
els of migration.

“At the core of our efforts is the message that in-
dividuals should take advantage of lawful pathways
rather than make the dangerous journey north,”
Blinken said during a news conference with Guate-
mala President Bernardo Arévalo Tuesday morning.

He said the Biden administration would work with
the USCongress to come up with another $578 million
in aid to countries in the hemisphere hosting migrants.

Signatory countries also said they would set up a
coordinating body to evaluate countries’ progress in
meeting their commitments.

Guatemala committed to expanding access to of-
fices where migrants can be screened and receive in-
formation about legal pathways.

g o Q

Mom gives moving tribute to sons: The mother
of two Australian surfers killed in Mexico delivered
a moving tribute to her sons Tuesday at a beach in
San Diego.

“Our hearts are broken and the world has become
a darker place for us,” Debra Robinson said, fighting
back tears. “They were young men enjoying their pas-
sion of surfing together.”

Her sons, Callum and Jake, were allegedly killed by
car thieves in Baja California, across the border from
San Diego, somewhere around April 28 or 29.

Robinson also mourned the American who was
killed with them, Jack Carter Rhoad.

The beachside location where she spoke, across the
border from the Baja California city of Tijuana, was
no coincidence. She noted that her son Callum “con-
sidered the United States his second home.”

Robinson noted that her son Jake loved surfing so
much that, as a doctor, he liked to work in hospitals
near the beach.
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Philippine Army fires ATMOS 155mm howitzers during a joint military exercise on May
ment at the Paredes Air Station at Pasuquin, llocos Norte province during a joint military exercise in northern Philippines on May 6. (AP)

An engineer works on a power line
pole in Nairobi, Kenya on May 6, The
number of people who have lost their
lives in the devastating floods and
landslides triggered by heavy rains in
Kenya since March has risen to 238,
with 75 others still missing, the gov-
ernment said on May 7. (Xinhua)

Ruto

Odinga

Africa

Tanzania flash floods kill 2: At least
two people have been killed by flash
floods triggered by tropical cyclone Hi-
daya in Kilwa district in the Lindi region
in southern Tanzania, an official has said.

Kilwa district commissioner Mohamed
Nyundo said on Monday that 39 people
have been trapped in wetlands as district
authorities were working closely with the
Tanzania Fire and Rescue Force to rescue
them.

The flash floods that hit the Lindi re-
gion overnight on Saturday washed away
four bridges along the highway between
the port city of Dar es Salaam and the
southern regions of Lindi and Mtwara.
As a result, the Tanzania Fire and Rescue
Force shut down the highway on Sunday.

Minister of Works Innocent Bashun-
gwa ordered the Tanzania National Roads
Agency to renovate the damaged bridges
within 72 hours beginning Sunday.

Tropical cyclone Hidaya unleashed the
devastation hours before it completely
lost its strength after its landfall on Mafia
Island earlier on Saturday. (Xinhua)

a Qa Q

Kenya demolishes houses: Kenya’s
government has begun bulldozing homes
built in flood-prone areas and promising
evicted families the equivalent of $75 to
relocate after a deadline passed to evacu-
ate amid deadly rains.

In the capital, Nairobi, a bulldozer
ripped through iron-sheet walls as people
watched in despair. Security forces with
guns and batons stood guard and fired tear
gas at some residents. The government
last week told thousands of people living
near rivers, dams and other flood-prone
areas to vacate as heavy rains that have
left 238 people dead in recent weeks con-
tinue to pound.

Most of those whose houses are de-
molished say they do not know where to
go, even though the government claims
they were notified about options. Human
Rights Watch has accused the govern-
ment of an inadequate response.

“Now what are we going to do? We
love our president, and that is why we
supported him. He should come to our
aid,” Jekenke Jegeke told The Associated
Press.

President William Ruto, who vis-
ited the vast Mathare informal settlement
along the Nairobi River on Monday, said
those whose houses had been demolished
would be given 10,000 Kenyan shillings
($75) to help them resettle elsewhere.

Three people, including two children,
have died in Mathare after being run over
by bulldozers in the demolitions - one be-
fore the president’s visit and two after it

Asia

8 in Laoag, llocos Norte, northern Ph

ilippines. Inset: US marines carry equip-

Australia’s PM rejects China’s argument

US, Philippine forces sink ship during drills

LAOAG, Philippines, May 8, (AP):
US and Philippine forces, backed by
an Australian air force surveillance
aircraft, unleashed a barrage of high-
precision rockets, artillery fire and
airstrikes Wednesday and sank a mock
enemy ship as part of largescale war
drills in and near the disputed South
China Sea that have antagonized Bei-
jing.
Military officials and diplomats
from several countries watched the dis-
play of firepower from a hilltop along
a sandy coast in Laoag City in Ilocos
Norte, Philippine President Ferdinand
Marcos Jr.’s northern home province.

More than 16,000 military person-
nel from the United States and the
Philippines, along with a few hundred
Australian troops and military observ-
ers from 14 countries, were participat-
ing in annual combat-readiness drills
called Balikatan, Tagalog for shoul-
der-to-shoulder. The drills, which
started April 22 and end Friday, in-
clude a scenario of a foreign invasion
of the Philippine archipelago.

It’s the latest indication of how the
United States and the Philippines have
bolstered a defense treaty alliance that
started in the 1950s amid their concern
in recent years over China’s increas-
ingly aggressive actions in disputed
territories in Asia.

Marcos has ordered his military to
shift its focus to external defense from
decades-long domestic anti-insurgen-
cy operations as China’s actions in the
South China Sea become a top con-
cern. That strategic shift dovetails with
the efforts of US President Joe Biden
and his administration to reinforce an
arc of alliances in the Indo-Pacific re-
gion to counter China.

China has angered the Philippines
by repeatedly harassing its navy and
coast guard ships with powerful water
cannons, a military-grade laser, block-
ing movements and other dangerous
maneuvers in the high seas near two
disputed South China Sea shoals. They
have led to minor collision that have
injured several Filipino navy personnel
and damaged supply boats.

“We’re under the gun,” Philip-
pine Ambassador to Washington Jose
Romualdez told The Associated Press
in a telephone interview.

Also:
MELBOURNE, Australia: China’s

account blaming Australia for a dan-
gerous clash between their military
aircraft in international airspace over
the Yellow Sea failed to undermine
Australian objections, Prime Minister
Anthony Albanese said Wednesday.

- according to civil society groups.
Opposition leader Raila Odinga last

week warned the government against de-

molishing more houses without a resettle-

Protest song now hanned in city after
appeals court overturns ruling in HK

HONG KONG, May 8, (AP): An ap-
peals court on Wednesday grant-
ed the Hong Kong government’s
request to ban a popular protest
song, overturning an earlier ruling
and deepening concerns over the
erosion of freedoms in the once-
freewheeling global financial hub.

“Glory to Hong Kong” was often
sung by demonstrators during huge
anti-government protests in 2019.
The song was later mistakenly
played as the city’s anthem at inter-
national sporting events, instead of
China’s “March of the Volunteers,”
in mix-ups that upset city officials.

It was the first time a song has
been banned in the city since Brit-
ain handed the territory back to
Chinese rule in 1997.

Critics have said prohibiting
broadcast or distribution of the
song further reduces freedom of
expression since Beijing launched
a crackdown in Hong Kong follow-
ing the 2019 protests. They have
also warned the ban might disrupt
the operation of tech giants and
hurt the city’s appeal as a business
center.

Judge Jeremy Poon wrote that
the composer intended for the song
to be a “weapon,” pointing to its

power in arousing emotions among
some residents of the city.

Also:

SEOUL, South Korea: Kim Ki
Nam, a North Korean propaganda
chief who helped build personality
cults around the country’s three dy-
nastic leaders, has died at 94, the
North’s state media said.

North Korea’s official Korean
Central News Agency said the
country’s current leader, Kim Jong
Un, visited the body of Kim Ki
Nam at a funeral hall in the capital,
Pyongyang, early Wednesday and
expressed condolences to fam-
ily members. The agency said Kim
Jong Un will lead the state funeral
committee for Kim Ki Nam, who will
be buried on Thursday.

KCNA said Kim Ki Nam, a former
secretary of the ruling Workers’
Party’s central committee, “devoted
his all to the sacred struggle for
defending and strengthening the
ideological purity of our revolution
and firmly guaranteeing the steady
victory of the socialist cause.” The
agency said he died Tuesday after
being treated for age-related ill-
nesses and multiple organ dysfunc-
tions for the past year.

The Chinese and Australians lodged
official protests and blamed each other
for a Chinese warplane’s extraordinary
use of flares against an Australian navy
helicopter Saturday.

The Seahawk’s pilot had to “take
evasive action” to avoid flares that
were dropped in the helicopter’s flight-
path by a Chinese Chengdu J-10 fight-
er jet, Australian officials said.

There was no injury or damage
done, although experts warned the hel-
icopter could have been forced to ditch
at sea if an engine had been struck by
a flare.

Australia publicly accused China
of unprofessional and unacceptable
behavior, while China retorted that
the Seahawk deliberately flew close
to China’s airspace in a “provocative
move.”

Albanese said he rejected China’s
argument that the Australians had been
at fault.

He highlighted Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Lin Jian’s statement that

ment plan in place. (AP)
a a Q

‘Dozens still missing’: Nearly 40

US Secretary of State Antony Blinken addresses a regional meeting on irregu-

lar migration, next to Guatemalan President Bernardo Arevalo, (left), and US

Ambassador Tobin Bradley, (right), at the National Palace in Guatemala City on
May 7. Blinken is in Guatemala for a two-day visit. (AP)

the helicopter “flew within close range
of China’s airspace” in attacking the
Chinese case.

g o Q
PHNOM PENH, Cambodia: Cam-

bodia’s Defense Ministry insisted
Wednesday that the months-long pres-
ence of two Chinese warships in a
strategically important naval base that
is being newly expanded with fund-
ing from Beijing does not constitute a
permanent deployment of the Chinese
military in the country.

Questions had arisen after the Cent-
er for Strategic and International Stud-
ies reported last month that two Chi-
nese corvettes that docked at the Ream
Naval Base’s new pier in December
had maintained a nearly permanent
presence there since.

Current satellite images, analyzed
by The Associated Press, confirm
that the two ships remained there on
Wednesday, more than five months
since they initially appeared.

construction workers were still missing
Wednesday in the rubble of a building
that collapsed in South Africa on Mon-
day as rescue teams continued to search
for survivors for a third day in the wreck-
age of the unfinished five-story apartment
complex.

Seven workers have been confirmed
dead, while authorities in the city of
George on South Africa’s south coast
released new information on the inju-
ries, saying 16 of the 29 people rescued
from the debris were in a critical condi-
tion in hospitals and another six had life-
threatening injuries. They said 39 workers
were still unaccounted for and buried in
the rubble of concrete and mangled metal
scaffolding.

The collapse of the building that was
still under construction sparked a desper-
ate rescue effort that has seen specialist
disaster response teams brought in from
other towns and cities to help. A total of
75 construction workers were at the build-
ing site when it came down, the George
municipality said.

More than 200 rescue personnel contin-
ued to search for survivors using sniffer
dogs and underground cameras. Cranes
and other heavy lifting equipment were
brought in to lift some of the huge con-
crete slabs that came crashing down on
workers. (AP)
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dollar stable

Exchange rate of the US dollar on Wednes-
day steadied against the Kuwaiti dinar trad-
ing at KD 0.307 and the euro also firmed at
the level of KD 0.330 compared to Tuesday’s
rates.

The Central Bank of Kuwait (CBK) said in its
daily bulletin that the sterling pound dropped
by 0.18 percent to KD 0.383, the Swiss franc
stabilized at KD 0.338 and the Japanese yen
remained stable at KD 0.002.

Exchange rates declared by the CBK re-
flect average prices and not rates of actual
transactions. (KUNA)

oil price up

The price of Kuwaiti oil went up by
14 cents to USD 85.26 per barrel
on Tuesday as opposed to USD
85.12 pb on Monday, Kuwait Pe-
troleum Corporation (KPC) said
on Wednesday.

In international markets, the
price of the Brent crude dropped
by 17 cents settling at USD 83.16
pb, while the rate of the West
Texas Intermediate crude moved
down by 10 cents reaching USD
78.38 pb. (KUNA)

The Ministry of Electricity, Water, and
Renewable Energy, in collaboration
with the Public-Private Partnership Pro-
jects Authority, is gearing up for discus-
sions with potential bidders interested
in participating in the development and
operation of an independent water and
power producer (IWPP) project. The
preliminary conference is scheduled for
May 9, reports Al-Qabas daily.
According to MEED magazine, the
Authority anticipates receiving propos-
als for the Al-Zour North 2 and 3 inde-

Kuwait plans independent water and power producer project

Market Movements 08-05-2024
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pendent water and wastewater plants
by June 30. These projects will con-
solidate the previously planned second
and third phases, boasting a combined
generating capacity of 2,700 mega-
watts and a desalination capacity of 120
million imperial gallons per day.
Situated approximately 100 kilom-
eters south of Kuwait City, the Al-Zour
North 2 and 3 project will adjoin the
western borders of the operational Al-
Zour North facility for electricity gen-
eration and water desalination, and the

northern borders of the Al-Zour South
Station.

Earlier this year, the Public-Private
Partnership Projects Authority received
qualification data from utility developers
for contracts related to the North Al-
Zour 2 and 3 projects, as well as the Al-
Khiran 1 independent water and power
project.

As reported by MEED, the contracts
for Al-Zour North 2 and 3 and Al-Khairan
1 projects will be pursued independent-
ly as two separate IWPP contracts.

Interest rate hikes pose headwind for credit growth in Kuwait

Kuwait's Q1 credit growth hits 0.9%, driven by business loans

By National Bank of Kuwait

Domestic credit growth was a relatively decent 0.9%
in Q1, resulting in a 2% y/y increase through March.
Business credit drove most of the growth in Q1, expand-
ing by 1.7% q/q, more than double the increase recorded
in all of 2023 (+0.8%). Business lending needs to record
ongoing strength in Q2 for it to finish 2024 at a mean-
ingful increase, given that the second half of the year is
usually weak. Household credit, after a modest recovery
in the second half of 2023, was muted in Q1. Higher for
longer interest rates and the political backdrop are head-

winds for growth going forward.

The recovery in business credit (+1.7% YTD, +1.3%
y/y) has been relatively broad-based across sectors with
“construction” and “trade” still in the lead in line with
2022-2023, up 7% and 3.2% YTD, respectively, while
the dominant “real estate” increased 1.9%, exceeding the
1.3% growth seen in full-2023. In contrast, “other servic-
es”, which tends to be volatile fell by 3.1% YTD, and is
the only main sector to be in the red so far this year. After

P Table 1: Credit growth

P able 2: Deposit growth

Source: Central Bank of Kuwait

Source: Central Bank of Kuwait

a very strong 2023 in terms of project awards (KD 2.2

billion), the first four months of 2024 have been relatively
weak with awards dropping by 34% y/y to stand at around
KD 415 million. On the other hand, household credit was
lackluster, inching up a limited 0.3% in Q1 (+1.9% yly),
and decelerating from 0.9% and 0.6% q/q growth in the

previous two quarters. Looking ahead, higher-for-longer
interest rates is a headwind for credit growth, and par-
ticularly for household credit. Meanwhile, it is important
to mention that credit for non-residents jumped by 9%
YTD, which results in an overall credit (domestic plus

non-resident) growth of 1.8% YTD. Non-resident credit
has been growing faster than domestic credit since 2022
and accounted for 11.8% of total credit as of March 2024,

up from 9.8% in December 2021.

Recovering private-sector deposit growth and CASA

up for the first time in seven quarters Resident deposits
increased by a robust 1.8% in Q1, pushing up y/y growth
to 4.3%. Private-sector deposits showed some recov-
ery following a weak 2023, growing by 2.2% q/q and
accounting for 92% of the increase in deposits in QI.
Public-institution deposit trends have been weakening
after soaring in the last quarter of 2023 (+18% q/q) while
government deposits were marginally positive YTD after
surging by 37% in 2023 when they accounted for 69%
of the total increase in deposits. It is worthy to mention
that, within private-sector KD deposits, CASA increased
in Q1 (+1.6% q/q), its first quarterly increase in seven
quarters. On the other hand, trends of time deposits con-
tinued to weaken with y/y growth falling to 10%, from a

Higher for longer interest rates a headwind for
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Given lack of progress on the inflation front in the US
so far this year, the market-implied pricing of cuts in US
rates has been toned down from five to six 25 bps cuts
at the start of the year to only two cuts currently. While

this dynamic will continue to evolve, it is also uncertain

whether the CBK will follow the Fed in any potential
rate cuts this year. Credit growth in Kuwait will likely
continue to feel the pinch if policy rates remain elevated

while any rate cuts will be supportive for credit growth,

especially household.

Kuwait’s firms eye ‘expansion’ in UAE
amid developed systems & legislation

UAE aims to attract $150 bln in foreign investments by 2031

ABU DHABI, May 8,
(KUNA): Kuwait’s firms
are seeking to increase
their presence in the Unit-
ed Arab Emirates due to
developed system and leg-
islations that have created
a global market for inter-
national trade and securi-
ties, Chief of Kuwait Busi-
ness Council in Dubai and
North Emirates, Feras Al-

Salem said Tuesday.

Among the recent deals signed
between Kuwait and the UAE are
preventing double taxation, finan-
cial evasion by companies in Ku-
wait and the Emirates, customs
agreements, operating additional
sea freight trips and opening new
shipping lines, as well as the dual
listing of the Kuwaiti and Emirati
exchange markets, Al-Salem told
KUNA in a statement during the
council’s participation in the 13th
edition of the Annual Investment
Meeting (AIM) in Abu Dhabi.

Business environment in the UAE
has become attractive for Kuwaiti in-
vestments, in light of keenness of the
two sisterly countries’ leaderships on
boosting commercial and economic
trade that helped reach trade exchange
to USD 13 billion for 2023 and about
USD 3.4 billion during the first quarter
of this year, Al-Salem, who is a guest
of honor of the AIM, he elaborated.

Kuwait’s investments in the UAE
are the largest in the Arabian Gulf re-
gion that exceeded USD 50 billion, he
said.

Al-Salem referred to thousands of
Kuwaiti firms working in the UAE’s
market, thanks to economic diversifi-

cation and the growth of non-oil sec-
tors.

Meanwhile, Kuwait’s Ambassador
to the UAE Jamal Al-Ghunaim told
KUNA during the meeting that the em-
bassy offers support and direction to,
and protect and help, Kuwaiti inves-
tors to make successful investments
and remove obstacles facing them in
the UAE.

Economic ties between Kuwait and
the UAE are robust and developed in
all sectors that benefit the two sisterly
countries and contribute to economic
stability and sustainable development
in the Gulf region, he stated.

Kuwait-UAE economic relations
show the two countries” commitments
to enhancing bilateral cooperation and
achieving common prosperity to be a
strong base for robust and fruitful fu-
ture relations between the two states in
several fields, he noted.

The AIM kicked off earlier in the
day in the UAE, with the participation
of Kuwait and a number of dignitaries
across the globe.

Delivering an augural speech in
the event, Sheikh Saud bin Saqr Al
Qasimi, Supreme Council Member
and Ruler of Ras Al Khaimah, said
investments have contributed to form-
ing UAE’s economy, adding that they
managed to reduce the ratio of oil from
GDP to 30 percent.

The UAE is aware of the importance
of joint action and unifying interna-
tional efforts to achieve investment
and prosperity, he said.

He revealed that his country is seek-
ing to allure foreign investments esti-
mated at USD 150 billion by 2031 to
be the one of the top ten destinations
in terms of direct foreign investments.

The event, which will run over until
Thursday, is featuring more than 100
ministers, mayors and governors of
central banks as well as 900 speakers,
in addition to a number of panel dis-
cussions, workshops and forums.

Total assets reach KD 195.81 miIn

NIC reports 282% growth
In first quarter net profit

KUWAIT CITY, May 8: The Na-
tional Investments Company has
disclosed its financial performance
for the first quarter ending on March
31, 2024, revealing a net profit of 4.1
million Kuwaiti dinars, equivalent to
5.15 fils per share, reports Al-Qabas
daily.

This marks a substantial increase
from the same period in 2023 when
net profits were 1.07 million Kuwaiti
dinars, or 1.3 fils per share, indicating
a remarkable growth of 282%. The
total assets managed by the company
and the total shareholders’ equity of
the parent company also saw an up-
tick, reaching 195.81 million Kuwaiti
dinars by the end of the first quarter of
2024.

Khaled Walid Al-Falah, Chairman
of the Board of Directors, attributed
this impressive performance to the

company’s strategic objectives and
operational excellence, which have
solidified its leading position in the
market and ensured the protection
of its clients’ interests. Despite geo-
political tensions in the region, the
company has maintained its success
by leveraging strategic diversifica-
tion, seizing opportunities, and mini-
mizing risks.

Al-Falah highlighted the significant
growth in total assets, comprehensive
income, and comprehensive revenues,
indicating the company’s commitment
to excellence and leadership both lo-
cally and regionally.

National Investments continues to
offer innovative investment products
and services tailored to its clients’
needs, contributing to geographical
diversification and expanding its pres-
ence internationally.

AUM grew by 15% to KD 1.30 bin YoY

Markaz records total revenues
for Q1 2024 of KD 6.06 million

KUWAIT CITY, May 8: Kuwait
Financial Centre “Markaz” (KSE:
Markaz, Reuters: MARKZ.KW,
Bloomberg: MARKAZ: KK) report-
ed its financial results for the quar-
ter ended 31 March 2024 with Total
Revenues of KD 6.06 million, as
compared to KD 1.19 million in Q1
2023. Net Profit attributable to share-
holders of Markaz was KD 2.77 mil-
lion for Q1 2024, compared to Net
loss of KD 3.18 million in the same
period last year.

Mr. Ali H. Khalil, Markaz’s CEO,
stated:“The first quarter of the year
2024 witnessed the Kuwaiti market’s
anticipation of the National Assembly
elections as a key factor influencing
Kuwait’s economic and development
policies, which in turn is reflected in
the investment climate. In addition,
global markets saw a significant shift
in the forecasts on the inflation land-

scape and interest rates. Expectations
of interest rate cuts boosted shares, al-
though the pace of cuts is likely to be
slower than the market had hoped for
at the turn of the year.”

Mr. Abdullatif W. Al-Nusif, Man-
aging Director, Wealth Management
and Business Development at Markaz,
stated: “Assets Under Management
grew by 15% to KD 1.30 billion in
Q1-2024, compared with Q1-2023.
Markaz’s adaptable business strategy
and dedicated focus on client goals
position us to capitalize on emerging
opportunities in asset management and
investment banking. Markaz will con-
tinue its journey of building successes
while focusing on a customer-centric
approach and upholding its promise to
deliver on clients’ objectives and fur-
ther cement its position as the trusted
partner in wealth creation in the Mid-
dle East and beyond.”

Ali Khalil, CEO at Markaz.
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Abdullatif W. Al-Nusif, MD - WMBD
at Markaz.

Flexible options for retail customers

KFH provides financing against
cash collaterals online service

KUWAIT CITY, May 8: Ku-
wait Finance House (KFH) has
launched its Financing against
Cash Collaterals Online service.
This service enables customers to
complete their financing transac-
tions through KFHonline, acces-
sible via both the mobile app and
KFH’s website.

Executive Manager Personal Fi-
nance Products at KFH, Abdulaziz
Alsaeced said that Financing
against Cash Collaterals Online is
one of the most effective financ-
ing solutions offered by KFH to its
customers. This innovative solu-
tion directly addresses their finan-
cial needs.

Alsaeed added that this service
enables customers to submit a fi-
nancing request 24/7 without the
need to visit KFH branches. Cus-
tomers with investment deposits
or savings accounts can obtain
financing for their purchases with-
out encountering limitations on
installment amounts, indebted-
ness, or the need to provide vari-
ous documents or fulfill additional
requirements.This product caters
to the commercial needs of retail
customers who want to start their
own businesses in various fields,
including real estate, healthcare,
engineering, law, crafts, fitness,
automotive, and more.

He explained that financing is
determined by the value of the
deposit or the blocked amount in
the customer’s savings account.
Financings are granted against col-
lateral that covers the entire debt
amount. This collateral is placed
on either a fixed deposit or a
blocked amount in the customer’s
personal savings account.

Customers enjoy additional
benefits such as competitive prof-
its and a credit period of up to 10
years, with a simple and hassle-
free transaction process. The de-
posit profits remain accessible to
customers and are not tied to the
specific transaction. Furthermore,
customers can leverage multiple
deposits to secure financing for a
single transaction, and there is no

Net purchases by foreign investors surge in 24

KUWAIT CITY, May 8: The trading
data for the Kuwaiti stock market in-
dicates a growing confidence among
foreign investors, particularly evident
in their increased net purchases since
the beginning of 2024. This confidence
stems from the perceived investment
opportunities across various sectors, as
well as positive financial performances
of banks and listed companies in the
past fiscal year, reports Al-Anba daily.

Foreign investors’ net purchases
from January to April 2024 amounted
to 94.3 million dinars, marking a sig-
nificant increase compared to the same
period last year, representing a 103%
rise. Institutional purchases by for-
eigners reached 97.4 million dinars,
while individual traders recorded net
sales of 2.5 million dinars.

Foreign interest in the Kuwait Stock
Exchange has also been bolstered by
periodic reviews conducted by glob-

al indices such as Morgan Stanley
(MSCI) and FTSE Russell.

These reviews resulted in foreign
inflows totaling 74 million dinars,
with 34 million dinars attributed to the
MSCI review and 40 million dinars
from the FTSE review.

Meanwhile, Kuwaiti investors’ net
transactions over the past year were
dominated by net selling, amount-
ing to 73.8 million dinars. Kuwaiti
individuals recorded net sales of 22.3
million dinars, while institutions and
companies recorded net sales of 52.2
million dinars. However, investment
funds recorded net purchases totaling
5.4 million dinars.

Gulf citizens” net transactions on
the Kuwait Stock Exchange during
the first four months of 2024 saw sell-
ing trades totaling 20.4 million dinars.
Notably, Gulf individuals recorded net
purchases of 7.2 million dinars, while

investment funds recorded net pur-
chases of 1.9 million dinars.

In terms of foreign ownership in
primary market shares, stability was
observed in foreigners’ dealings, with
ownership percentages remaining con-
stant in 20 shares.

However, foreign ownership per-
centages increased in 4 stocks and de-
creased in 9 others, resulting in a slight
increase in the value of their owner-
ship in primary market shares.

The number of active trading ac-
counts on the Kuwait Stock Exchange
saw a slight increase at the end of
April 2024, reaching 17.79 thousand
accounts, representing a 0.45% rise
from the previous month. This in-
crease brings the percentage of active
accounts to 4.18% of the total accounts
eligible for trading on the stock ex-
change, while the majority of accounts
remain inactive.

Q

Abdulaziz Alsaeed

maximum financing limit provid-
ing that the deposit value covers
the debt amount as per regulations.

This service showcases KFH’s
commitment to offering new fi-
nancing solutions at competitive
rates. This service streamlines the
application process, minimizing
time and effort for customers. For
example, the service eliminates the
need for direct salary deductions,
certificates, or guarantors, ensur-
ing a swift transaction that caters
to customers’ needs. Furthermore,
customers continue to benefit from
special profit rates distributed
across their deposit and savings
accounts, even after obtaining fi-
nancing.

To qualify for Financing against
Cash Collaterals Online, the de-
posit used as collateral must be
registered in the name of the bor-
rower seeking the financing. Addi-
tionally, the deposit amount must
cover the entire debt, including
both the cost and the profit. There
are no limitations on the transac-
tion amount or the monthly in-
stallment amount. Additionally,
financing through joint accounts is
not permitted.

This service is available to retail
customers and is considered the
fastest and easiest way to obtain
financing. It bypasses lengthy pro-
cedures and offers immediate ap-
proval based on the customer’s fi-
nancial solvency. The service aims
to provide exceptional customer
service and create a competitive
advantage for KFH customers with
existing deposit and savings ac-
counts. This approach strengthens
cross-selling efforts and reinforces
the “one-customer” concept. Ad-
ditionally, it establishes a unique
connection between the service
and product ecosystem, offering
customers special benefits that fos-
ter stronger relationships and com-
munication between KFH and its
customers.

KFH is committed to provid-
ing cutting-edge technological
solutions that enable customers
to access services quickly and
efficiently. This ensures that all
customer needs are met with the
highest standards of innovation
and quality, which remain at the
forefront of the bank’s priorities.
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Philippines’ unemployment rate up to 3.9 pct in March

The unemployment rate in the
Philippines increased to 3.9 per-
cent in March from 3.5 percent
in February, the Philippine Sta-
tistics Authority (PSA) said on
Wednesday.

PSA head Dennis Mapa said
at a press conference that there
were 2 million jobless Filipinos in
March this year, higher than 1.8
million unemployed individuals
in February.

National Economic and De-

velopment Authority Secretary
Arsenio Balisacan highlighted
March employment in key sec-
tors, such as wholesale and
retail trade, and manufactur-
ing.

“The wholesale and retail
trade sector saw the highest

annual increase, employing
963,000 additional individu-
als. Manufacturing followed

closely with 553,000 new jobs,
while public administration and

defense added 229,000 em-
ployed individuals,” Balisacan
said.

The government will focus on
attracting job-generating invest-
ments from the private sector
and scaling up social and physi-
cal infrastructure to improve
employment, Balisacan said,
adding reskilling and upskilling
programs to increase employ-
ability will also be prioritized.
(Xinhua)

Tiirkiye to impose fines on businesses for price hikes

Turkish authorities have decided
to impose fines totaling 1.9 mil-
lion U.S. dollars on businesses
found guilty of exorbitant price
increases and stockpiling, amid
high inflation, the Turkish Trade
Ministry said on Monday.

The ministry said on the social
media platform X that exorbitant
price increases, particularly in
basic food and essential prod-
ucts in supermarkets, as well as
stockpiling actions in the auto-

US seeks information from company

motive sector, have been sub-
jected to detailed control.

According to the statement,
the product prices of companies
operating in the ready-mixed
concrete and cement sector are
also under examination.

Entities selling bread at prices
higher than those set by the min-
istry will also face fines, it added.

In the statement, the ministry
emphasized its “commitment to
implementing essential adminis-

trative measures against actions
that negatively impact consum-
ers by disrupting pricing behav-
ior in the markets.”

Tarkiye has been grappling
with consistently high inflation
rates, reaching 69.8 percent in
April, up from 68.5 percent in
March.

Despite this, many companies
have been exploiting the situa-
tion by significantly raising their
prices (Xinhua)

Tesla queried on how it dev'd & verified whether Autopilot recall worked

DETROIT, May 8, (AP): Federal high-
way safety investigators want Tesla to
tell them how and why it developed the
fix in a recall of more than 2 million
vehicles equipped with the company’s
Autopilot partially automated driving
system.

Investigators with the U.S. National
Highway Traffic Safety Administra-
tion have concerns about whether the
recall remedy worked because Tesla
has reported 20 crashes since the rem-
edy was sent out as an online software
update in December.

The recall fix also was to address
whether Autopilot should be allowed
to operate on roads other than limited
access highways. The fix for that was
increased warnings to the driver on
roads with intersections.

But in a letter to Tesla posted on
the agency’s website Tuesday, inves-
tigators wrote that they could not find
a difference between warnings to the
driver to pay attention before the recall
and after the new software was re-
leased. The agency said it will evaluate
whether driver warnings are adequate,
especially when a driver-monitoring
camera is covered.

The agency asked for volumes of in-
formation about how Tesla developed
the fix, and zeroed in on how it used
human behavior to test the recall ef-
fectiveness.

Phil Koopman, a professor at Carne-
gie Mellon University who studies au-
tomated driving safety, said the letter
shows that the recall did little to solve
problems with Autopilot and was an
attempt to pacify NHTSA, which de-
manded the recall after more than two
years of investigation.

“It’s pretty clear to everyone watch-
ing that Tesla tried to do the least pos-
sible remedy to see what they could
get away with,” Koopman said. “And
NHTSA has to respond forcefully or
other car companies will start pushing
out inadequate remedies.”

Safety advocates have long ex-
pressed concern that Autopilot, which

can keep a vehicle in its lane and a dis-
tance from objects in front of it, was
not designed to operate on roads other
than limited access highways.

Missy Cummings, a professor of
engineering and computing at George
Mason University who studies auto-
mated vehicles, said NHTSA is re-
sponding to criticism from legislators
for a perceived lack of action on auto-
mated vehicles.

“As clunky as our government is,
the feedback loop is working,” Cum-
mings said. “I think the NHTSA lead-
ership is convinced now that this is a
problem.”

The 18-page NHTSA letter asks
how Tesla used human behavior sci-
ence in designing Autopilot, and the
company’s assessment of the impor-
tance of evaluating human factors.

It also wants Tesla to identify eve-
ry job involved in human behavior
evaluation and the qualifications of
the workers. And it asks Tesla to say
whether the positions still exist.

A message was left by The Associ-
ated Press early Tuesday seeking com-
ment from Tesla about the letter.

Tesla is in the process of laying off
about 10% of its workforce, about
14,000 people, in an effort to cut costs
to deal with falling global sales.

Cummings said she suspects that
CEO Elon Musk would have laid off
anyone with human behavior knowl-
edge, a key skill needed to deploy
partially automated systems like Au-
topilot, which can’t drive themselves
and require humans to be ready to in-
tervene at all times.

“If you’re going to have a technol-
ogy that depends upon human interac-
tion, you better have someone on your
team that knows what they are doing in
that space,” she said.

Cummings said her research has
shown that once a driving system takes
over steering from humans, there is lit-
tle left for the human brain to do. Many
drivers tend to overly rely on the sys-
tem and check out.

Gulf countries and Egypt poised to
capitalize on global tourism boom

KUWAIT CITY, May 8: Arabian
Gulf Business Insight recently
quoted experts highlighting the im-
mense potential for Gulf countries
and Egypt to capitalize on the cur-
rent global tourism boom. Their ro-
bust financial capability significantly
contributes to bolstering the growth
of the tourism sector in the region,
reports Al-Qabas daily.

Torab Selim, head of hospitality,
tourism, and entertainment consult-
ing in the region, predicts a doubling
of hotel room capacity in the Gulf
countries and Egypt within the next
six years, surpassing one million
rooms.

Despite this expansion, Selim
notes that due to the region’s popu-
lation growth, the projected increase
may still fall short of future demands.
By 2030, it’s anticipated that Saudi
Arabia and the UAE alone will boast
approximately 300,000 hotel rooms,
with Egypt and other Gulf nations
following suit.

Nicholas Nasra, head of hotel, hos-
pitality, and tourism consulting for
the Middle East and North Africa at
Colliers, underscores the significant
growth potential in the UAE, partic-
ularly in emerging destinations like
Ras Al Khaimah. He also highlights
the momentum in major Saudi cities
and mega projects, with thousands
of hotel rooms currently under con-

struction in regions like Abha, Taif,
and Al-Ahsa.

Last year, Gulf countries saw a
substantial 29% increase in tourist
numbers compared to 2022, elevat-
ing their global tourism share to 5%,
up from 3% five years ago. Despite
the presence of luxury accommoda-
tions, opportunities still exist for
more affordable hotel options, espe-
cially in the mid-range segment.

Dimitris Manikis, President of
Wyndham Hotels and Resorts in Eu-
rope, the Middle East, and Africa,
emphasizes the importance of diver-
sifying tourism offerings to achieve
Saudi Arabia’s ambitious goal of
attracting 150 million tourists an-
nually by 2030. Manikis advocates
for targeting the middle-class tourist
segment by providing luxury expe-
riences at affordable prices, citing
Dubai as a prime example of suc-
cessfully striking a balance between
luxury and affordability.

However, the report also high-
lights global efforts to combat over-
tourism, with measures such as tour-
ist taxes in Venice and protests in
the Spanish Canary Islands aimed at
managing tourist influxes. Challeng-
es like tourist overcrowding persist
in popular destinations like London,
Paris, and Beijing, emphasizing the
need for more diverse tourist desti-
nations globally.

Trade-in program energizes
China consumer mkt vitality

BEIJING, May 8, (Xinhua): China’s
new round of consumer goods trade-
ins has achieved positive initial results
over the past few months, raising mar-
ket confidence that successful revival
of consumption will offer stronger im-
petus to the economy.

During the just-concluded May Day
holiday break, sales of automobiles,
home appliances and furniture moni-
tored by the Ministry of Commerce
(MOC) increased by 4.8 percent, 7.9
percent and 4.6 percent year on year,
respectively.

From e-commerce platforms to
brick-and-mortar stores, more buyers
made deals thanks to subsidies and dis-
counts under the program.

“Recently, trade-ins accounted for
40 to 50 percent of our orders every
day,” said Zhao Hongfu, manager of
a store of home appliance retailer Sun-
ing in Shanghai. Wang Kui, working
for online shopping platform Tmall,
said the value of trade-in deals involv-
ing home appliances and smartphones
has since late March 2024 surged by 90
percent compared with a year earlier.

China’s State Council released an
action plan in March to initiate large-
scale equipment upgrades and trade-ins

of consumer goods -- nearly 15 years
since the last such round of renewals.

At the end of 2023, people in China
owned some 336 million civilian au-
tomobiles and over 3 billion major
household appliances, including refrig-
erators, washing machines, and air con-
ditioners. It is estimated the upgrading
drive will create market demand worth
more than 1 trillion yuan (over 140 bil-
lion U.S. dollars).

Analysts have highlighted the signif-
icance of this new program in unleash-
ing domestic demand potential and
sustaining economic recovery.

Given complicated situations both
at home and abroad, these consumer
goods trade-ins will stimulate con-
sumer sentiment and strengthen growth
momentum, said Zhu Keli, a researcher
at the China Institute of New Economy.

Fu Yifu, a research fellow with the
Star Atlas Institute of Finance, believed
that industrial upgrades will be boosted
and this will also result in acceleration
of China’s green transformation.

In keeping with the high-level ac-
tion plan, ministries have started to roll
out specific measures to promote trade-
ins, while local authorities have un-
veiled differentiated favorable policies.

Apple’s higgest announcement from iPad event:

brighter screen, faster chips and the

CUPERTINO, Calif.,, May 8, (AP):
Apple has unveiled its next generation
of iPad Pros and Airs - models that will
boast faster processors, new sizes and a
new display system as part of the com-
pany’s first update to its tablet lineup in
more than a year.

The showcase at Apple’s headquar-
ters in Cupertino, California, comes
after the company disclosed its steepest
quarterly decline in iPhone sales since
the pandemic’s outset, deepening a
slump that’s increasing the pressure on
the trendsetting company to spruce up
its products. Apple is expected to make
a much bigger splash next month dur-
ing an annual conference devoted to the
latest version of its operating systems
for iPhones, iPads and Mac comput-
ers - software that analysts expect to be
packed with more artificial intelligence
technology.

Both lines of new iPads add bells
and whistles but have adjusted prices
to match. The iPad Pro sports a new
thinner design, a new M4 processor
for added processing power, slightly

Apple-Final-Cut-Pro-for-Mac-10-8-and-Apple-Final-Cut-Pro-for-iPad-2-he-

ro

upgraded storage and incorporates dual
OLED panels for a brighter, crisper
display. Prices have been hiked to
match its new offerings, with the 11-
inch model going for $999 and the 13-
inch model fetching $1,299.

The new iPad Air has the faster M2
chip, boasts a new design, more base
storage, a new 13-inch display option
and a recentered camera. It will also
support use of the new Apple Pencil
Pro, which was a function previously

‘Pencil Pro’

exclusive to the Pro models. The 11-
inch display will sell for $599 while the
new 13-inch model will fetch $799.

However Apple did announce a price
reduction for its 10th generation iPad,
which will now retail for $349, down
from $449.

Apple is trying to juice demand
for iPads after its sales of the tablets
plunged 17% from last year during the
January-March period. After its 2010
debut helped redefine the tablet market,
the iPad has become a minor contribu-
tor to Apple’s success. It currently ac-
counts for just 6% of the company’s
sales.

“The enhancements were both
needed and predictable, in a mainte-
nance sort of way, and may help stanch
some of the revenue loss in that prod-
uct line,” Forrester Research analyst
Dipanjan Chatterjee said of the new
iPads. “But it’s nothing to get terribly
excited about.”

All the new models will be available
in stores starting May 15, with preor-
ders beginning Tuesday.

“You can have your head fixed in
one position, you can potentially have
your eyes on the road, and you can be a
million miles away in your head,” she
said. “All the driver monitoring tech-
nologies in the world are still not going
to force you to pay attention.”

In its letter, NHTSA also asks Tesla
for information about how the recall
remedy addresses driver confusion
over whether Autopilot has been turned
off if force is put on the steering wheel.
Previously, if Autopilot was de-acti-
vated, drivers might not notice quickly

that they have to take over driving.

The recall added a function that
gives a “more pronounced slowdown”
to alert drivers when Autopilot has
been disengaged. But the recall remedy
doesn’t activate the function automati-
cally - drivers have to do it. Investi-
gators asked how many drivers have
taken that step.

NHTSA is asking Telsa “What do
you mean you have a remedy and it
doesn’t actually get turned on?” Koop-
man said.

The letter, he said, shows NHTSA

is looking at whether Tesla did tests to
make sure the fixes actually worked.
“Looking at the remedy I struggled to
believe that there’s a lot of analysis
proving that these will improve safety,”
Koopman said.

The agency also says Tesla made
safety updates after the recall fix was
sent out, including an attempt to reduce
crashes caused by hydroplaning and
to reduce collisions in high speed turn
lanes. NHTSA said it will look at why
Tesla didn’t include the updates in the
original recall.

NHTSA could seek further recall
remedies, make Tesla limit where
Autopilot can work, or even force the
company to disable the system until it
is fixed, safety experts said.

NHTSA began its Autopilot inves-
tigation in 2021, after receiving 11 re-
ports that Teslas using Autopilot struck
parked emergency vehicles. In docu-
ments explaining why the investigation
was ended due to the recall, NHTSA
said it ultimately found 467 crashes
involving Autopilot resulting in 54 in-
juries and 14 deaths.

trong spending highlights
vitality of China’s economy

8.47 min exits and entries recorded during the holiday

BEIJING, May 8, (Xinhua): China’s May Day holi-

day witnessed a surge in tourism and robust con-

sumer spending, underscoring the resilience and

dynamism of the world’s second-largest economy.
This vitality is evident from encouraging growth figures. Offi-
cial data has revealed that about 295 million domestic tourist trips
were taken during the five-day holiday, a 7.6 percent year-on-year
increase and a substantial 28.2 percent surge from the same period
in 2019. Domestic tourist spending also surged 13.5 percent com-

pared to 2019 figures.

During the holiday, China processed nearly 8.47 million
entry and exit trips, reflecting a remarkable 35.1 percent in-
crease from the same period last year. The country’s box
office earnings surpassed 1.52 billion yuan (214 million
U.S. dollars), making this year’s May Day holiday the third-

highest-grossing in history.

Holiday periods are valuable indicators of economic activity
and consumption trends. Insights from the May Day holiday
reaffirm that consumption remains a cornerstone of China’s
economic growth trajectory, bolstered by structural changes
and advancements in high-quality development.

In the first quarter, China’s GDP expanded 5.3 percent year
on year. Notably, domestic demand contributed 85.5 percent
of economic growth, with final consumption expenditure ac-

counting for 73.7 percent.

There has also been a notable shift in household consump-
tion patterns, moving from a primary focus on goods con-
sumption to a more balanced emphasis on goods and services.
Per capita expenditure on services accounted for 43.3 percent
of total per capita consumption expenditure in the first quarter.

The increasing popularity of consumption in services, in-
cluding tourism, entertainment, digital services, health care
and environmentally friendly products, reflects China’s huge
consumption potential. Meanwhile, the adoption of innova-
tive technologies has given rise to novel business models such
as livestreaming sales, instant retail and intelligent logistics,
thereby propelling the growth of online retail sales of physical

goods.

A meeting of the Political Bureau of the Communist Party
of China Central Committee on April 30 emphasized proactive
measures to expand domestic demand and implement initiatives
such as large-scale equipment upgrades and consumer goods
trade-ins. The meeting also called for the creation of more con-
sumption scenarios to meet the people’s needs for diversified
and high-quality consumption in an improved manner.

In terms of commodity consumption, local governments
have carried out trade-in programs, contributing to the steady
growth of big-ticket consumption. Notably, retail sales of auto-
mobiles, home appliances and furniture monitored by the Min-
istry of Commerce all saw steady growth during the holiday.

China has set a growth target of around 5 percent for this
year, and its economy has made a promising start, reinforcing
the positive trajectory of its recovery. Expectations are high
that the Chinese economy will continue to lead major econ-
omies in terms of growth and remain a significant driver of

global economic growth.

day.

MANILA, May 8, (Xinhua): Year-on-
year inflation in the Philippines rose to
3.8 percent in April from 3.7 percent in
March due to the continued increases in
food and transport prices, the Philippine
Statistics Authority (PSA) said on Tues-

Philippine inflation rate slightly quickens to 3.8 pct in April

In a news conference, PSA head Den-
nis Mapa said the uptrend in overall
inflation in April was primarily driven
by the higher year-on-year increase
in food and non-alcoholic beverages,
which increased to 6 percent from 5.6

percent in March.

FUTURETEC

Announcement for severing

relations with a former employee

Future Technology Systems Company for
Computer hereby announces that

Mr. Ahmed Yousef Dheif-Alla Al-Zateemeh,
holder of Civil ID Card No. (293060803157)

was working with the Company in the
position of (Sales Manager), Therefore, the
work relationship with him was terminated
on 31/05/2023. and he no longer has any
relation with the Company.

Therefore, we would like to declare that the
Company shall not bear any consequences
or liabilities resulting directly or indirectly
from dealing with him in any business In
the name of the company, and we discharge
our legal liability for the same.
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Interactive discussions on career paths and growth opportunities

ABK empowers future leaders by sponsoring AUM's 10th Annual Career Expo '24

KUWAIT CITY, May 8: Al Ahli
Bank of Kuwait (ABK) was recently
honored in the American University
of the Middle East’s (AUM) award
ceremony on the occasion of its
10th Annual Career Expo. As a gold
sponsor of the event, the Bank dem-
onstrated its role as a key supporter
of education and talent development,
emphasizing its commitment to em-
powering the next generation of pro-
fessionals.

ABK’s presence at the career expo
featured dedicated staff members
engaging with students and gradu-
ates at a booth, providing valuable
insights into the Bank’s operations,
career opportunities, and company
culture. Through interactive discus-
sions, ABK representatives enlight-
ened attendees about the diverse
career paths and growth prospects
available within the organization.

Speaking about the significance of
sponsoring such an event, Afrah Al
Arbash, General Manager of Human
Resources at ABK, emphasized,
“Participating in AUM’s career expo
exemplifies our commitment to nur-
turing young talent and fostering
career development opportunities. It
is an excellent platform for students
to explore various career options and
gain valuable insights into the bank-
ing industry.”

Not only did it benefit students and
graduates by connecting them with
potential employers, but the event
also provided ABK with a prime op-
portunity to identify promising talent
and cultivate future leaders within
the organization. By actively engag-
ing with the student community, the
Bank aims to nurture skilled pro-
fessionals who can contribute to its
growth and success.

Moreover, ABK’s sponsorship
underscores its dedication to sup-
porting national talent and fostering
a thriving workforce in the country.
Through these initiatives, the Bank
demonstrates its commitment to in-
vesting in local talent, providing ca-
reer advancement opportunities, and
contributing to the country’s overall
economic development.

In line with this commitment, Al
Arbash further stated, “We are proud

Ms. Afrah Al Arbash
GM of Human Resources at ABK.

Afrah Al Arbash

® We aim to empower stu-
dents and graduates to
realize their full potential
and contribute meaning-
fully to the banking sector
and beyond

to support national talent and pro-
vide opportunities for professional
growth and development. By par-
ticipating in such events, we aim to
empower students and graduates to
realize their full potential and con-
tribute meaningfully to the banking
sector and beyond.”

Al Arbash thanked AUM for hon-
oring ABK at the ceremony, point-
ing out the significance of the annual
career expo as a provider of oppor-
tunities for students and a main sup-
port in helping them kickstart their
careers.

The event served as a pivotal plat-
form for students, graduates, and in-
dustry professionals to network, ex-
plore career opportunities, and gain
valuable industry insights. Through
its sponsorship and active participa-
tion, ABK reaffirms its position as a
key player in shaping the future of
banking talent and fostering a cul-
ture of excellence in the industry.

‘Showcase of Talent and Intellect’

IMWA hosts EDUMEET 2024
at Indian Community School

KUWAIT CITY, May 8: The Indian
Muslim Welfare Association IMWA)
recently hosted the much-anticipated
EDUMEET 2024 on 3rd May 2024
at Indian Community School Salmiya
auditorium. IMWA EDUMEET is an
event designed to provide a platform
for Indian students in Kuwait to exhibit
their prowess in public speaking and
essay writing. Held under the overarch-
ing theme of fostering educational ac-
tivities and raising awareness on current
affairs, EDUMEET 2024 saw enthusi-
astic participation from students across
various Indian schools in Kuwait.

The event commenced with solem-
nity as Mohammed Faizan delivered a
poignant recitation of the Holy Quran,
followed by an eloquent English trans-
lation by Ahmed Faizer. Mr. Harit
Shelat, Second Secretary from the Em-
bassy of India, Kuwait, then graced the
occasion with his insightful address,
setting the tone for a day filled with
intellectual stimulation.

Adding a literary flair to the proceed-
ings, IMWA unveiled their annual mag-
azine, showcasing the literary talents
within the community. The excitement
escalated as the rules for the essay writ-
ing competition were announced, cate-
gorizing participants based on their aca-
demic levels into three groups namely
Group A for grades 7th and 8th, Group
B for grades 9th and 10th and Group C
for grades 11th and 12th.

Meanwhile, as budding writers poured
their thoughts onto paper, motivational
speaker Mr. Crawford Wilson D’souza
engaged the audience with his inspiring
words and interactive presentation.

The highlight of the event, however,
was the debate competition, where stu-
dents deliberated on the topic, “Is the
Indian education system better than
the foreign education system?” With
10 teams passionately advocating for
and against the motion, the stage was
set for a battle of intellects. A distin-
guished panel of judges, including Dr.
Navniit Gandhi, Dr. Hasan Ali Khan,
Dr. Sabiha Bilgrami, and Dr. Radhika
Bhardwaj, meticulously evaluated
each presentation, creating an atmos-
phere of intellectual rigor.

To keep spirits high, the hosts, Sum-
mayya Parveen and Israa Naeem, inter-
spersed the event with interactive spot
quiz and prizes ensuring that the audi-
ence remained engaged throughout.

As the debate reached its end, Dr.
Mohammed Naeemuddin, President of
IMWA, took the stage to address the
audience, expressing his gratitude to

all participants and attendees. Subse-
quently, the judges for both the debate
and essay writing were honoured for
their invaluable contribution, under-
scoring the significance of their dis-
cerning adjudication.

The moment of anticipation arrived
as the winners were announced for the
debate and essay writing competition.

Participants who emerged victori-
ous in the debate competition were

Winner: Arnav Rai - Fahaheel Al
Watanieh Indian Private School

1st Runner Up: Pranav Sheetal
Nambiar - Indian Educational School

2nd Runner Up: Shivani Menon
- Indian Community School, Salmiya
Senior Branch

The prestigious school trophy for
the best debate team was awarded to
Indian Educational School debate team
of Pranav Sheetal Nambiar and Evan-
na Sarah Brijesh.

Around 100 students participated in
the essay writing competition show-
casing exemplary writing skills. Par-
ticipants who emerged victorious were

Essay Writing Winners (Group-A) -
Grades (VII - VIII)

Winner: Sevyn Titus Mathee -
United Indian School

1st Runner up: Amber Bint Aurif -
Learners Own Academy

2nd Runner Up: Felix Francis -
Indian Community School, Amman
Branch

IMWA Talent: Areeb Khan

Essay Writing Winners (Group-B) -
Grades (IX - X)

Winner: Ayman M.Y. Kunju - Al
Rashid Indian School

1st Runner up: Sehrish Khan - Indi-
an Community School, Amman Branch

2nd Runner Up: Arnav Rai - Fa-
haheel Al Watanieh Indian Private
School

IMWA Talent: Safa Anwar

Essay Writing Winners (Group-C) -
Grades (X1 - XII)

Winner: Shana Sahir Varikoli - In-
dian Educational School

1st Runner up: Anica Anil Pinto -
Indian English Academy School

2nd Runner Up: Malavika Happey
A - Indian Educational School

IMWA Talent: Nafisa Ali

With the formalities concluded, the
event culminated in a joyous photo
session, capturing memories of cama-
raderie and intellectual fervour. EDU-
MEET 2024 not only provided a plat-
form for academic expression but also
fostered a sense of community and col-
laboration among Indians in Kuwait.

EDUMEET 2024

ABK'’s representatives with university officials at the exhibition.

ABK honored at the ceremony.

Review of virtual bank experience for students

NBK Executive Management visits schools to
follow-up ‘Bankee’ program implementation

KUWAIT CITY, May 8: The Execu-
tive Management of National Bank of
Kuwait (NBK) continue their visits to
public and private school across Ku-
wait to follow up the implementation
of the “Bankee” program, which was
officially initiated in this school year
in partnership with the Ministry of
Education, Kuwait Authority for Anti-
Corruption “Nazaha”, and Creative
Confidence.

In this context, the bank organized
a visit to Amra Bint Hazm Elementary
School for Girls in Faiha Area featur-
ing the participation of Mr. Sulaiman
Al-Marzouq, Deputy CEO of NBK-
Kuwait accompanied by representa-
tives from Ministry of Education and
Nazaha, in which they closely moni-
tored the latest updates regarding the
school students’ financial literacy pro-
gram.

During the visit, Al-Marzouq toured
several classrooms within the school to
review in detail the implementation of
program, including the virtual bank ex-
perience that allows students to have a
financial account in which they use the
“Bankoz” virtual currency, and how
they win prizes and rewards as they
accumulate the program’s currency
in their accounts in exchange for their
exceptional performance and behavior.

The school administration stated
during the visit that “Bankee” has be-
come an integral part of the students’
daily classroom activities, highlighting
that they are highly engaged with the
program’s attractive content, and the
remarkable development in their finan-
cial culture, and the positive changes
in their behaviors after implementing
the program.

On the right track

Commenting on this, Al-Marzouq
said, “We are very happy with the
great interaction of students in vari-
ous Kuwaiti schools with the Bankee
program during the first school year
of its official implementation, which
indicates that it is on the right track to
achieve its desired goal.”

“The objective of “Bankee” is to
prepare a financially literate generation
who are capable of managing their own
and their families’ finances in the fu-
ture, by instilling basic economic con-
cepts in students at an early age, such
as earning, spending, saving, and cal-
culating financial obligations, and pro-
moting sound financial practices such
as wise spending and saving. This is
done through a program that simulates
real-world economy in a practical and
interactive manner, which will benefit
the whole society in the long term, and
have positive impact on the Kuwaiti
economy in general,” he noted.

Al-Marzouq emphasized that NBK
extends utmost support to national ini-
tiatives that aim to enable the Kuwaiti
young generation to play an instru-
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mental role in building Kuwait’s re-
naissance and prosperity in the future,
indicating that investing in students at
a young age and providing them with
the required educational support and
assistance as per the latest internation-
al standards would create a generation
who are capable of raising Kuwait’s
flag high in all fields.

Financial inclusion and
sustainability

“The Bankee program is part of our
broader commitment to promoting
financial inclusion and spreading fi-
nancial culture among all segments of
society. It also aligns with the bank’s
sustainability strategy, which focuses
on supporting education as a funda-
mental part, reflecting our firm belief
that it is the cornerstone of Kuwait’s
renaissance and progress,” Al-Mar-
zouq added.

Sulaiman Al-Marzouq during his speech.

“The program also establishes a
concept that the bank strongly supports
and encourages in delivering its social
responsibility, which is cooperating
with public and private sector enti-
ties to implement various initiatives,
launch programs and entering into
partnerships to extend support to all
segments of society in different fields.

Having achieved a remarkable suc-
cess in its pilot phase, Bankee encour-
aged more schools and students to join
it. Out of 150 applicants, 30 schools
have been enrolled in the program
so far, in addition to a special needs
school for learning difficulties (Joan
Al-Kuwait Elementary School), with a
total of 15,000 students and more than
3,000 teachers.

Bankee also launched its website in
Arabic and English, as well as social
media pages on Instagram, TikTok and
YouTube, to enable all participants to

Students at the ‘Bankee’ program.

benefit from the provided content,
activities and events held at different
schools all year round.

It is worth mentioning that NBK has
recently been honored with the Bronze
Award from Qorus in the Environmen-
tal, Social, and Corporate Governance
(ESG) category for Bankee Program.
This recognition signifies the bank’s
commitment to incorporating innova-
tions that integrate sustainability and
environmental, social, and governance
standards into its activities.

“Bankee” stands as the pioneering
program launched by NBK, designed
to contribute to financial inclusion, es-
pecially among school students, with a
view to promote sustainable financial
literacy within the community in the
future. NBK officially kick started the
program in October 2023 in collabo-
ration with the Ministry of Education
and Nazaha.

Felicitation speeches by dignitaries and officials

Kozhikode Fest 2024 celebrates 14th anniversary in Kuwait

KUWAIT CITY, May 8: Kozhikode
District Association Kuwait’s 14th
Anniversary Celebration “Kozhikode
Fest 2024” was held at Abbasia Cen-
tral School Open Auditorium which
was specially prepared in Mamukoya
Nagar under the leadership of Presi-
dent Mr. Najeeb PV. General Manager
Philip Koshy, of Al Mulla Exchange
Company inaugurated the function.
Javed bin Hameed, the General Sec-
retary, provided an explanation on the
organizational matters. The souvenir
was released and presented to the main
sponsor, Medx Medical Care President
& CEO Mr. Muhammad Ali V.P by
the Sponsor Committee Convener Mr.
Shaji KV and Souvenir Committee
Convener Mr. Najeeb TK.

Mango Hyper Chairman Mr. Rafeeq
Ahmed, Malabar Gold Zonal Head Mr.
Afzal Khan, Goscor Founder & CEO
Mr. Amal Haridas, Association Pa-
trons Mr. Hamid Keloth, Mr. Ragesh
Parambath, Mahilavedi President Mrs.
Hasina Ashraf, General Secretary Mrs.
Rekha S and Treasurer Mrs. Mizna
Faisal gave the felicitation speeches.
The officials handed over the memen-
to to the main sponsors at the venue.
Program General Convener Haneef C
welcomed the Audience and treasurer
Santosh Kumar gave vote of thanks.

Muhammad Ali, Operation Manager
of mango hyper with Chairman & MD
Mr. Rafiq Ahmed handed over the key

of the car to Ms. Kumari, the winner
of the coupon draw given to customers
by Mango Hyper as part of their 17th
anniversary during the event.

Dance programs led by Association
Mahilavedi and Balavedi was the main
highlight and Medex team enhanced
the event by giving musical tribute in

memory of Kozhikode’s unique art-
ist Mamukoya. The Kozhikode Fest
2024 gala night, led by singers Shy-
am Millennium, Fazila Banu, Sneha
Ashok, Shanif and Musavvir with the
orchestra team of Nabeel, Hakeem,
Mubashir and Manoj was a grand suc-
cess. Dr. Merlin Anchored the Func-

tion and Event partner INSHOT Me-
dia Factory which made the program
memorable.

Harshad Kayanna was the winner
of the Kozhikode Fest Raffle Coupon
Draw. Association office bearers, wing
conveners and CEC members presided
over the Kozhikode fest.
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Pop star to start Europe leg tour in Paris

Fans follow Swift to Europe for cheaper Eras Tour tickets

LONDON, May 8, (AP): Thousands of ride-or-die Taylor Swift fans
who missed out on her US concert tour last year or didn’t want to buy
exorbitantly priced tickets to see her again found an out-of-the-way
solution: Fly to Europe.

The pop star is scheduled to kick off the 18-city Europe leg of her re-
cord-setting Eras Tour in Paris on Thursday, and planeloads of Swifties
plan to follow Miss Americana across the pond in the coming weeks.
The arena where Swift is appearing said Americans bought 20% of the
tickets for her four sold-out shows. Stockholm, the tour’s next stop,
expects about 10,000 concertgoers from the US.

A concert might sound like an odd raison d’etre for visiting a foreign
country, especially when fans can watch the Eras Tour from home via
the documentary now streaming on Disney+. Yet online travel com-
pany Expedia says continent-hopping by Swift’s devotees is part of
a larger trend it dubbed “tour tourism” while observing a pattern that
emerged during Beyoncé’s Renaissance world tour.

Some North American fans who plan to fly overseas for the Eras
Tour said they justified the expense after noticing that tighter restric-
tions on ticket fees and resales in Europe made seeing Swift perform
abroad no more costly - and potentially cheaper - than catching her
closer to home.

“They said, "Wait a minute, I can either spend $1,500 to go see my
favorite artist in Miami, or I can take that $1,500 and buy a concert
ticket, a round-trip plane ticket, and three nights in a hotel room,” Mel-
anie Fish, an Expedia spokesperson and travel expert, said.

That was the experience of Jennifer Warren, 43, who lives in St. Ca-
tharines, a city in the Niagara region of Ontario. She and her 11-year-
old son love Swift but had no luck scoring what she considered as
decently priced tickets in the US. Undeterred, Warren and her husband
decided to plan a European vacation around wherever she managed to
get seats. It turned out to be Hamburg, Germany.

“You get out, you get to see the world, and you get to see your fa-
vorite artist or performer at the same time, so there are a lot of wins to
it,” said Warren, who works as the director of research and innovation
for a mutual insurance company.

Phenomenon

The three VIP tickets she secured close to the stage - “I would call
it brute-force dumb luck” - cost 600 euros ($646) each. Swift subse-
quently announced six November tour dates in Toronto, within driving
distance of Warren’s home. “Absolute nose-bleed seats” already are
going for 3,000 Canadian dollars ($2,194) on secondary resale sites
like Viagogo, Warren said.

Hard-core fans trailing their favorite singer or band on tour is not a
new phenomenon. “Groupie” emerged in the late 1960s as a somewhat
derogatory word for the ardent followers of rock bands. Deadheads took
to the road in the 1970s to pursue the Grateful Dead from city to city.

More recently, music festivals like California’s Coachella and Eng-
land’s Glastonbury, and concert residencies in Las Vegas by the likes
of Elton John, Lady Gaga and Adele, have attracted travelers to places

they wouldn’t otherwise visit, Fish noted.

Travel and entertainment analysts have also spoken of a pent-up con-
sumer demand for “experiences” over material objects since the corona-
virus pandemic. Some think the willingness of music lovers to broaden
their fandom horizons is part of the same mass cultural correction.

“It does seem like it’s more than a structural shift, maybe a personal-
ity transformation we all went through,” said Natalia Lechmanova, the
chief Europe economist for the Mastercard Economics Institute.

As Swift hopscotches across Europe, Lechmanova expects restau-
rants and hotels to see the same boost that Mastercard observed within
a 2.5-mile (4-kilometer) radius of concert venues in the U.S. cities she
visited in 2023. The U.S. dollar’s strong value against the euro may
also increase retail spending on apparel, memorabilia, beauty products
and supplies for the friendship bracelets fans exchange as part of the
Eras Tour experience, the economist said.

Former college roommates Lizzy Hale, 34, who lives in Los Ange-
les, and Mitch Goulding, 33, who lives in Austin, Texas, already had
tickets to see the Eras Tour in L.A. last summer when they decided to
try to get ones for Paris, London or Edinburgh, Scotland, too. They
saw a Europe concert trip as a makeup for travel plans they had in
May 2020 to celebrate Goulding’s birthday but had to cancel due to
the pandemic.

Goulding managed to secure VIP tickets for one of Swift’s three
Stockholm shows. He, Hale and two other friends scheduled a 10-day
trip that also includes time in Amsterdam and Copenhagen.

BARCELONA, Spain: Spanish
state prosecutors recommended
Wednesday that an investigating
judge shelve a probe into another
alleged case of tax fraud by pop
star Shakira.

The Colombian singer is under
investigation for the alleged eva-
sion of 6.7 million euros ($7.2 mil-
lion) in taxes on her 2018 income
via an offshore company. She has
denied wrongdoing.

State prosecutors, who had
initially brought the allegations
forward, are now saying “there is
not sufficient evidence” of a pos-
sible fiscal crime.

It will be up to the investigating
judge to decide whether to con-
tinue with the probe, and possibly
recommend that the case be tried,
or dismissed.

In a separate case, Shakira
struck a deal in November with
prosecutors whereby she acknowl-
edged she had failed to pay Span-
ish government 14.5 million euros
(about $15.6 million) in taxes
between 2012 and 2014.

Shakira currently resides in
Miami after having left Spain
following her breakup with the
now former soccer player Gerard

Pique. (AP)
d a a
NEW YORK: One-time movie

mogul Harvey Weinstein was
returned to a New York City jail

in what his publicist said Tuesday
was the result from a published
report claiming he was getting VIP
treatment during his 10-day stay at
a hospital.

The publicist, Juda Engelmey-
er, said Weinstein was moved
late Monday from Bellevue
Hospital in Manhattan to an
infirmary at the city’s Rikers
Island jail complex.

The move came hours after
The City, a nonprofit news outlet,
reported that Weinstein was
housed in a private room in the
hospital’s intensive care unit with
a television, phone and a bathroom
rather than a separate floor where
inmates normally reside.

Engelmeyer disputed the ac-
count, saying Weinstein “wasn’t
getting preferential or VIP
treatment” and wasn’t housed in
what could be characterized as a
hospital suite. Engelmeyer said
he’d been housed on the floor for
inmates where everyone has ac-
cess to a room with phones and a
television room.

“He’s been moved back to
Rikers largely due to pressure, I

Variety

This image released by Universal Pictures shows Ryan Gosling, left, in a scene from ‘The Fall Guy.” (AP)

Film

Stunt performers on their rough-and-tumble life

‘Fall Guy’ celebrates Hollywood's 'heroes’

NEW YORK, May 8, (AP): There are two things to keep
in mind while being burned alive for a movie scene.

The first, says stunt performer Ben Jenkin, is not to
breathe in a flame. That would be bad. Jenkin was re-
minded of that over and over before doing his first fire
burn (and then seven more) in David Leitch’s “The Fall
Guy,” an action extravaganza that affectionately cel-
ebrates the rough-and-tumble lives of stunt performers.

The other thing: Keep moving.

“Moving forward and keeping the fire behind you al-
lows you to breathe and to control the fire,” Jenkin says.
“Movement is your friend.”

That would make a decent slogan for stunt perform-
ers who have, since the early days of Hollywood, fueled
the mayhem of movies. Since at least when the facade
of a house fell around Buster Keaton in “Steamboat
Bill, Jr.”, stunt performers have played a vital role
in sustaining the illusion of countless car chases, bar
fights, rooftop leaps and, yes, guys on fire.

By its nature, it’s nearly anonymous work, with stunt
performers doubling for daintier stars. But Leitch, a long-
time stuntman before he became a director, and “The Fall
Guy,” hope to redefine the role of stunt work in Holly-
wood. “The Fall Guy,” which features nearly every kind
of stunt imaginable, arrives as a growing chorus is calling
for a new Oscar category for stunt performance.

“It was never really about: The individual stunt per-
former needs to be recognized,” says Leitch, who spent
years as Brad Pitt’s double before transitioning to di-
recting with “John Wick.” “It was more about the con-
tribution of the department. We create these sequences,
whether it’s for Paul Thomas Anderson or Adam San-
dler or James Cameron.”

The most eye-catching stunts come in big-budget ac-
tion movies like “The Fall Guy,” but nearly every studio
movie involves some stunt work. Take Chris O’Hara,
head of Stunts Unlimited and the stunt designer on “The
Fall Guy.” He’s not only a veteran of innovative, stunt-
heavy films like “The Matrix” and the Jason Bourne se-
ries but he was also the guy who caught Saoirse Ronan
when she leapt out of a (seemingly) moving car in Greta
Gerwig’s “Lady Bird.”

With “The Fall Guy,” O’Hara is the first person to be
credited as a “stunt designer,” a designation that’s been
approved by SAG-AFTRA and the Directors Guild.
To O’Hara, that credit better represents what’s usually

called stunt coordination. Conceptualizing and crafting
elaborate sequences requires more than making sure
everyone stays safe.

When they were starting out in Los Angeles, Leitch
and O’Hara lived together. Their garage was stuffed
with mats and air bags. They dug a hole in the backyard
and put a trampoline in it. “The landlord never caught
us,” says Leitch, grinning. They, along with four other
stuntmen including Chad Stahelski, set out with big am-
bitions to make their mark on Hollywood. While cut-
ting their teeth on TV shows like “Buffy the Vampire
Slayer,” they trained. Some were gymnasts, some driv-
ers, some martial arts experts.

“It was a nonstop circus of skills you need but it’s fun
to learn them,” says Leitch. “Hard on your body, but fun.”

Sequences

They became masters of their craft - or at least most-
ly. Leitch never got driving down. On “The Mexican,”
he crashed an El Camino into its only back-up, another
El Camino.

But eventually, filmmaking seemed like one more
skill to hone. Leitch had become adept at pre-visualiz-
ing sequences as a moving storyboard to show directors
how an action scene would move and fit together. Plus,
he was accustomed to keeping a cool head in extreme
circumstances. How scary could directing be compared
to standing on a ledge as a production raced to get a
high fall in before the day’s light went?

“When you’ve had life and death stakes, what’s the
worst that can happen in a scene?” says Leitch. “I have
to cut it differently?”

Leitch has since become a sought-after action direc-
tor, helming films like “Atomic Blonde,” “Deadpool 2”
and “Bullet Train,” in which Pitt starred. That was a full
circle moment for the former star-stuntman tandem but
“The Fall Guy” might be more so. Based on the 1980s
Lee Majors TV series, it’s a comic, behind-the-scenes
ode to the nature of stunt work and on-set life.

Ryan Gosling stars as Colt Seavers, a veteran stunt-
man and double for star Tom Ryder (Aaron Taylor-
Johnson) whose romance with a fellow crew member,
Jody Moreno (Emily Blunt), is severed after an accident
on set only to fitfully resume years later. By then Jody
is directing her first feature and Colt is brought in as a
stuntman, including for that fire-burn scene.

For Leitch and Kelly McCormick, his wife and pro-
duction partner, both the stunts and the love story of
“The Fall Guy” have a touch of autobiography. After
a years-long working relationship, McCormick and
Leitch were married in 2014 and together run their pro-
duction company 87North.

At the SXSW premiere of “The Fall Guy,” Gosling
proudly announced what few actors do: He did not do his
own stunts. The movie required five stuntmen to double
as Gosling, including Jenkin and Logan Holladay. In the
film, Holladay sets a new record for cannon rolls of a
vehicle, rolling a Jeep Grand Cherokee eight and a half
times down a Australian beach. In one of the movie’s
many ironic moments, you can see Holladay strapping
Gosling into the car just before the scene.

Before working in film, Jenkin was accomplished in
parkour. “I feel right into stunts,” he puns. His gift for
contorting himself through the air and landing on the des-
ignated spot has made him one of the most sought-after
stuntmen. Still, “The Fall Guy” was the busiest he’s ever
been on a movie. “I can’t remember how many times I
went through a pane of glass,” says Jenkin.

Some moves were new for Jenkin, like getting hit by
a car. “Hips over hood,” Leitch advised him.

“When you're a kid and you watch Jackie Chan run-
ning down the street and he’s chasing a bus and then
he hooks onto the bus with an umbrella, you're like,
‘That’s so cool,”” Jenkin says. “Now we get to live that.
Me and Ryan were surfing a door across the Harbour
Bridge holding onto the back of a bin truck with a shov-
el. When do you get to do things like that?”

Though the campaign has been ongoing for years, it
will take time for the Academy of Motion Pictures Arts
and Sciences to embrace a new category. They have
some strength in numbers; stunt professionals make up
the largest group of members in the academy’s Produc-
tion and Technology branch.

“It’s not that they want more recognition than any
other sort of department. These days, they’re in almost
every film,” says McCormick. “They are front and cent-
er working with all the other departments - including,
by the way, they go to post. A lot of times they are help-
ing the editor find the way through a sequence. I haven’t
had a hair person come to post ever.”

believe, due to pressure because
of the news about what somebody
thought was VIP treatment,” he
said.

Weinstein was brought to Bel-
levue Hospital only hours after he
was transferred on April 26 from
the Mohawk Correctional Facility,
about 100 miles (160 kilometers)
northwest of Albany, to Rikers

less than a day after the New York
Court of Appeals vacated his
conviction. (AP)
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NEW YORK: No, Katy Perry and
Rihanna didn’t attend the Met
Gala this year. But that didn’t stop
Al-generated images from tricking
some fans into thinking the stars

Weinstein

Shakira

made appearances on the steps of
fashion’s biggest night.

Deepfake images depicting a
handful of big names at the Met-
ropolitan Museum of Art’s annual
fundraiser quickly spread online
Monday and early Tuesday.

Some eagle-eyed social media
users spotted discrepancies - and
platforms themselves, such as X’s

Community Notes, soon noted
that the images were likely created
using artificial intelligence. One
clue that a viral picture of Perry in
a flower-covered gown, for exam-
ple, was bogus is that the carpeting
on the stairs matched that from

the 2018 event, not this year’s
green-tinged fabric lined with live
foliage. (AP)
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Shooting probed

Drake and Lamar’s
epic feud decoded

LOS ANGELES, May 8, (AP): In one of the biggest
beefs in recent hip-hop history, Drake and Kendrick
Lamar are feuding - to the point that police were asked
about their feud after a security guard was shot outside
Drake’s Toronto mansion on Tuesday. But it wasn’t
always this way.

Over a decade ago, the pair collaborated on a few
songs: On Drake’s 2011 track “Buried Alive Inter-
lude,” on Lamar’s 2012 release “Poetic Justice,” and
on A$AP Rocky’s “(Expletive) * Problems” that same
year.

That didn’t last very long. In 2013, Pulitzer Prize
winner Lamar was featured on Big Sean’s “Control,”
in which he called out a slew of
contemporary rappers includ-
ing Drake, J. Cole, Meek Mill,
Pusha T, ASAP Rocky, Big
K.R.I.T., Wale, Pusha T and
even Big Sean among them.

“I got love for you all, but
I'm trying to murder you,” he
rapped. “Trying to make sure
your core fans never heard of
you.”

Drake responded in a Bill-
board cover story, saying “I
know good and well that Ken-
drick’s not murdering me, at all, in any platform.”
Shortly afterward, at the 2013 BET Hip-Hop Awards,
Lamar took another jab at Drake.

Over the next few years, the rappers launched diss-
es at each other with less frequency. Drake had other
beefs with other performers, like Meek Mill in 2015,
and most infamously Pusha T in 2018, where the lat-
ter rapper dropped “The Story of Adidon,” revealing
Drake is a father.

In October 2023, J. Cole perhaps accidentally reig-
nited the beef on “First Person Shooter” with Drake.
He rapped “Love when they argue the hardest MC/Is
it K-Dot? Is it Aubrey? Or me?” referencing Lamar
and Drake’s birth name, Aubrey Graham. “We the big
three like we started a league/but right now, I feel like
Muhammad Ali.”

Drake

Rumors

Which brings us to the current moment. Here’s a
timeline of the developments in recent weeks - it
should be noted that diss tracks between rappers often
include exaggerated truths and unsubstantiated rumors
for dramatic effect, and that police have not said the
feud led to Tuesday’s shooting.

“The big three,” Lamar raps, referencing J. Cole’s
boast. “It’s just big me.”

He references Drake’s 2023 album “For All the
Dogs,” and also compares himself to Prince and Drake
to Michael Jackson: “Prince outlived Mike Jack.”

J. Cole soon releases a response, “7 Minute Drill,”
but quickly apologizes for it onstage at his Dreamville
Festival in Raleigh, N.C.

Drake’s response is leaked and later premiered by
DJ Akademiks. “You ain’t in no Big Three, SZA got
you wiped down, Travis got you wiped down, Savage
got you wiped down,” he raps about Lamar.

It also assumed Drake takes aim at Future, Metro
Boomin, Rick Ross and The Weeknd - Ross releases a
response track shortly afterward.

Drake’s second diss track used artificial intelligence
technology to include verses from Tupac and Snoop
Dogg, two of Lamar’s influences. In his own verse,
Drake accuses Lamar of delaying his response track
because of the imminent release of Taylor Swift ‘s
“The Tortured Poets Department.” (Lamar collabo-
rated with Swift on “Bad Blood.”)

Tupac’s estate threatened to sue Drake in response,
so he removed the song from his social channels.

Snoop Dogg responded to the news in a video on
Instagram. “They did what? When? How? Are you
sure?” he said. “I’m going back to bed. Good night.”

This is where it gets more complicated. Lamar’s
“Euphoria” hits like an opus, unleashing a slew of al-
legations against Drake. He comes after Drake’s skills
as a rapper, use of Al, appearance, racial identity, and
parenting.

“I got a son to raise, but I can see you know nothin’
"bout that,” Lamar raps.

The title is a reference to the HBO series “Eupho-
ria,” of which Drake is an executive producer.

Lamar teases that he’ll go “back-to-back”™ with his
tracks.

In Lamar’s next diss, titled after a time and location
like Drake is wont to do, Lamar targets the company
Drizzy keeps. “Have you ever thought that OVO was
working for me?/Fake bully, I hate bullies,” he raps,
referencing Drake’s record label. “You must be a ter-
rible person/Everyone inside your team is whispering
that you deserve it.”

Relationship

According to Billboard, the song was produced
by Sounwave and Jack Antonoff - the latter notably
Swift’s longtime producer. It also samples Al Green’s
“What a Wonderful Thing Love Is,” on which one of
Drake’s relatives played guitar.

Drake hits back with a music video and a nearly
eight-minute response, in which he alleges abuse and
infidelity in Lamar’s relationship with his fiancee.

Almost immediately afterward, Lamar releases
“Meet the Grahams,” which begins with the rapper
addressing Drake’s son: “I'm sorry that man is your
father.” Lamar also addresses Drake’s parents, and “a
baby girl,” alleging that Drake has a secret daughter.

He also labels Drake a “predator,” without elabo-
rating.

Hours later, Lamar doubles down, releasing “Not
Like Us,” produced by DJ Mustard.

“Say, Drake, I hear you like ’em young/You better
not ever go to cell block one,” Lamar raps.

Referencing Lamar’s “The Heart” series, Drake
drops “The Heart Part 6” in response. In the song,
which samples Aretha Franklin’s “Prove It,” Drake
challenges Lamar’s allegations, doubles down on his
own against him, and says that he does not have a se-
cret daughter.

Meanwhile, police are investigating a shooting out-
side rapper Drake’s mansion in Toronto that left a se-
curity guard seriously wounded.

Authorities did not confirm whether Drake was at
home at the time of the shooting, but said his team
is cooperating. The shooting happened around 2 a.m.
Tuesday in the affluent Bridle Path neighborhood of
Toronto.

Toronto Police Inspector Paul Krawczyk said video
of the shooting had been recovered and the guard who
was wounded remains hospitalized.

In recent weeks, Drake has been engaged in a rap
feud with Kendrick Lamar, with each artist dropping
diss tracks attacking the other.
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Johnny Logan of Ireland, two-time
Eurovision winner, performs the song
Euphoria during the first semifinal at
the Eurovision Song Contest in Mal-
mo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7. (AP)

Jonathan

Variety

CHANGSHA: When Joyce Jonathan per-
formed the song “Les Champs-Elysees” in
both French and Chinese, people in China
learned a new word -- “chanson,” a poetic
and romantic genre of music from France.

Jonathan is participating in “Ride the
Wind 2024,” becoming the first French
singer-songwriter to take part in the hit
Chinese music competition formerly
known as “Sisters Who Make Waves.” The
show, produced by Mango TV, challenges
female celebrities, mostly above the age
of 30, to stage performances that defy age
stereotypes.

In an interview with Xinhua, Jonathan
said that her foray into Chinese reality
shows was driven by her love for the Chi-
nese culture and a wish to “show a possible
bridge between the French and Chinese
cultures.”

“I haven’t participated in reality shows

back in France,” she said. “I accepted the
invitation this time because it is a huge

challenge, and because I want to learn more

Chinese and learn to sing in Chinese.”

Jonathan’s parents both have a love for

the Chinese culture, and her mother runs a

travel agency that began promoting tours to

China back in the 1990s. Jonathan visited
China with her mother for the first time at

the age of 10 and has since formed a lasting

bond with the country.

As a child, she received her first
scooter and guitar in Beijing. And as she
grew up, she gravitated toward Chinese
philosophies like Daoism and Confucian-
ism. Since her first album was released
in 2010, she has translated several songs
into Chinese and has returned to China
regularly to perform.

Now at 34, Jonathan is learning Yue

opera, a traditional Chinese opera style that

features male roles played by women, as
part of the competition. (Xinhua)

Q a a

ANAHEIM, Calif.: Disney has received a

key approval to expand its Southern Cali-

fornia theme parks in its first push to make

major changes to its iconic Disneyland in
decades.

The Anaheim City Council voted unani-

mously Tuesday to approve the plan to
transform Disney’s 490-acre (488-hectare)
campus in densely-populated Southern
California by moving parking to a multi-
story structure and redeveloping a massive
lot with new entertainment and rides. It
was a second, required vote for the plan
after the council gave initial approval last
month. The approved zoning changes and
ordinances require another 30 days for

TALI of Luxembourg performs the song Fighter during t

he first semifinal at the Eurov

J i
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ision Song Contest in Malmo, Sweden, Tuesday, May 7. (AP)

Gaza war casts a shadow on song contest

Eurovision begins amid pop, protests

MALMO, Sweden, May 8, (AP):
Competition in the 68th Eurovision
Song Contest kicked off Tuesday in
Sweden, with the war in Gaza casting a
shadow over the sequin-spangled pop
extravaganza.

Performers representing countries
across Europe and beyond took the
stage in the first of two semifinals in
the Swedish city of Malmo. It and a
second semifinal on Thursday will
winnow a field of 37 nations to 26
who will compete in Saturday’s final
against a backdrop of both parties and
protests.

Ten of the 15 acts performing Tues-
day were voted through to the final by
viewers. They include Croatian sing-
er-songwriter Baby Lasagna, whose
infectious electro number “Rim Tim
Tagi Dim” is the current favorite to
win, and Ukrainian duo alyona alyona
and Jerry Heil, flying the flag for their
war-battered nation with the anthemic
“Teresa & Maria.”

Also making the cut were goth-style
Irish singer Bambie Thug, 1990s-lov-
ing Finnish prankster Windows95man
and Portuguese crooner Iolanda. Ice-
land, Azerbaijan, Poland, Moldova
and Australia were eliminated.

Other bookmakers’ favorites who
will perform Thursday include non-
binary Swiss singer Nemo, Italian
TikTok star Angelina Mango and the
Netherlands’ Joost Klein with his play-
ful pop-rap song “Europapa.”

Security is tight in the Swedish
city, which expects an influx of some
100,000 Eurovision fans, along with
tens of thousands of pro-Palestinian
protesters. Israel is a Eurovision partic-
ipant, and demonstrations are planned
on Thursday and Saturday against the
Israel-Hamas war, which has left al-
most 35,000 Palestinians dead.

changes to take effect.

The proposal doesn’t expand the parks’
physical footprint but will help Disney
create new, immersive experiences for

Organizers told Israel to change the
lyrics of its entry, originally titled “Oc-
tober Rain” in apparent reference to
Hamas’ cross-border Oct. 7 attack that
killed some 1,200 Israelis and triggered
the war. The song was renamed “Hur-
ricane” and Israeli singer Eden Golan
was allowed to remain in the contest.

Jean Philip De Tender, deputy di-
rector-general of Eurovision organizer
the European Broadcasting Union, told
Sky News that banning Israel “would
have been a political decision, and as
such (one) which we cannot take.”

Police from across Sweden have
been drafted in for Eurovision week,
along with reinforcements from neigh-
boring Denmark and Norway.

Eurovision’s motto is “United by
Music,” but national rifts and political
divisions often cloud the contest de-
spite organizers’ efforts to keep poli-
tics out.

Performed

Flags and signs are banned, apart
from participants’ national flags and
the rainbow pride flag. That means
Palestinian flags will be barred inside
the Malmo Arena contest venue.

Some musicians seem determined
to make a point. Eric Saade, a former
Swedish Eurovision contestant who
performed as part of Tuesday’s show,
had a keffiyeh, a headscarf associated
with the Palestinian cause, tied around
his wrist as he sang.

Afterwards, organizers said in a
statement that “we regret that Eric
Saade chose to compromise the non-
political nature of the event.”

Performers are feeling political
pressure, with some saying they have
been inundated with messages on so-
cial media urging them to boycott the
event.

more transparency and protection under a
so-called Taylor Swift bill signed into law
Tuesday by Gov. Tim Walz.

The law, prompted by the frustration a

“I am being accused, if I don’t boy-
cott Eurovision, of being an accom-
plice to genocide in Gaza,” Germany’s
contestant, Isaak, said in an interview
published by broadcaster ZDF. He said
he did not agree.

“We are meeting up to make music,
and when we start shutting people out
categorically, there will be fewer and
fewer of us,” he said. “At some point
there won’t be an event anymore.”

One person who knows how Eurovi-
sion unity can collide with bitter real-
ity is singer Manizha Sangin, who rep-
resented Russia at the contest in 2021.
The country was expelled the follow-
ing year over its invasion of Ukraine.

Manizha, who performs under her
first name, spoke out against the war.
As a result, her performances were
canceled in Russia and her music
banned from public spaces. The singer
remains in Russia but has found it all
but impossible to work.

“People are afraid to work with me
here because they’re afraid to have
consequences after, problems after
that,” she said.

Despite the difficulties, Manizha
has recorded a single, “Candlelight,”
which she is releasing on Wednesday
as “a message of hope.”

“Music cannot stop war,” she said.
But “what music can do is inspire peo-
ple.”

Manizha thinks Russia will one day
return to the Eurovision fold - but not
soon.

“Maybe next generation,” she said.
“But for now, relationships are too
complicated. And then that makes me
sad, you know, because that’s why
people are not hearing each other.
Because we are separated from each
other. And the thing, is music should
unite.”

agine that we would be at a bill signing for
House File 1989 at First Avenue,” Demo-

cratic Rep. Kelly Moller, chief author of
the bill, said.

legislator felt at not being able to buy tick-
ets to Swift’s 2023 concert in Minneapolis,
will require ticket sellers to disclose all
fees up front and prohibit resellers from
selling more than one copy of a ticket,
among other measures. The law will apply
to tickets purchased in Minnesota or other
states for concerts or other live events held
in Minnesota.
Q Walz signed House File 1989 - a refer-
ence to Swift’s birth year and an album
with that title - at First Avenue, a popular
concert venue in downtown Minneapolis.
“Never in my wildest dreams did I im-

visitors by building a land such as the
snow-covered hamlet of Arendelle from
“Frozen” or the critter-filled metropolis of
“Zootopia.” It requires Disney to invest

at least $1.9 billion in the project over the
next decade and spend tens of millions of
dollars on street improvements, affordable
housing and other infrastructure in the city
of 345,000 people. (AP)

a a
MINNEAPOLIS: People buying tickets on-

line for concerts, sporting events and other
live events in Minnesota will be guaranteed
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Director and Producer Ridley Scott is made a Knight Grand Cross of the Order

of the British Empire by Prince William, the Prince of Wales, in recognition to

his services to the UK film industry, at Windsor Castle, in Windsor, England,
Wednesday, May 8. (AP)

Moller was among thousands of people
who became stuck in ticket sales company
Ticketmaster’s system after it crashed in
2022 amid the huge demand for Swift con-
cert tickets and attacks from bots, which
tried to buy tickets for resale at inflated
prices. The situation led to congressional
hearings but no federal legislation.

Supporters of Minnesota’s new law say
the state joins Maryland as among the few
states to pass protections for ticket buyers
into law.

Ticketmaster did not immediately re-
spond to a request for comment on the new
Minnesota law. Taylor Swift’s media team
also did not respond. (AP)

a a d

LONDON: Prince Harry arrived in London
on Tuesday to mark the 10th anniversary of
the Invictus Games but won’t see his father
during the visit, a spokesperson said.

King Charles III, who returned to his
official duties last week after being side-
lined for three months with cancer, is too
busy to meet up with his youngest son, the
spokesperson for the Duke of Sussex said.

“The duke of course is understanding of
his father’s ... commitments and various
other priorities and hopes to see him soon,”
a statement said.

Harry, who has a strained relationship with
his family, rushed to London in February for
a very brief visit after his father was diag-
nosed with an undisclosed type of cancer.

Harry, 39, has seen his father infre-
quently since the prince quit royal duties
in 2020 and moved to California with his
wife, Meghan, citing what they said were
unbearable intrusions and racist attitudes of
the British media. He has since detailed his
rocky relationship with his family in TV
interviews, a documentary and a memoir,
“Spare.”(AP)
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Dr. Al Awadhi urges collaborative efforts in child abuse prevention

Ministry of Health in partnership with Zain kick-off nationwide
awareness campaign to promote Child Protection Helpline 147

KUWAIT CITY, May 8: The Kuwait
Ministry of Health (MoH) in partner-
ship with the country’s leading digi-
tal service provider, Zain, announced
the kick-off of a nationwide aware-
ness campaign to promote the Child
Protection Helpline 147.

The dedicated hotline, which was
first provided by Zain to MoH’s
Child Protection Office in 2016, es-
tablishes a direct and confidential
point-of-contact to report all forms
of child abuse, neglect, or harm in
Kuwait.

The initiative was announced
during a ceremony held at Zain’s
headquarters in Shuwaikh, where
H.E. Minister of Health Dr. Ahmad
Abdulwahab Al Awadhi; Zain Vice-
Chairman and Group CEO, Bader
Al-Kharafi; Zain Kuwait CEO,
Nawaf Algharabally;and Child Pro-
tection Office Director, Dr. Mona Al
Khawari were present, along with the
Ministry’s top officials and Zain’s
executive team.

H.E. Minister of Health Dr. Ah-
mad Abdulwahab Al Awadhi com-
mented: “Acting against child abuse
and neglect is a top priority for the
Ministry of Health via the Child Pro-
tection High Committee, which laid
the foundations, plans, and necessary
measures to protect every child from
harm. The committee operates ac-
cording to scientific plans and strat-
egies and has taken impactful steps
to promote a culture that protects
children and monitors any neglect
or abuse cases. It is also tasked with
studying abuse causes and formulat-
ing suitable solutions to prevent them
in partnership with other related
stakeholders.”

Dr. Al Awadhi continued: “In con-
tinuation of the Ministry’s efforts
in this regard, a special team was
formed to protect children across
all of Kuwait’s Governorates. The
multi-disciplinary team consists of
doctors, nurses, mental health pro-
fessionals, and social workers. MoH
also formed the Child Protection Of-
fice under the Ministry’s legal office,
and it is responsible for managing the
necessary teams, decision making,
and protocols.”

The Minister noted: “MoH’s Child
Protection Office is an example of
the collaboration between ministries,
government and non-government
agencies, and civil society organiza-
tions. The Office develops and oper-
ates strategies and national projects
that are consistent with global plans,
in line with the decision of the Gen-
eral Assembly of the World Health
Organization to guide healthcare sys-
tems to combat abuse against chil-
dren, girls, and women. MoH played
a bigger role through a multi-sectoral
national strategy that includes pre-
vention, awareness, offering services
to victims, and more.”

Collaboration

Dr. Al Awadhi also shed light on
the fruitful collaboration between the
Ministry of Health and Zain, which
resulted in the establishment of the
147 helpline since 2016. The hot-
line receives abuse reports and pro-
vides mental counseling to children
and their parents. He also noted that
the helpline is recognized by Child
Helpline International (CHI), and
the campaign launch coincided with
the International Day for Child Hel-
plines.

In addition, the Minister ap-
plauded the legislative achievement
in Kuwait, with the issuing of the
Children Rights Act 21 for the year
2015, which affirms children’s rights
and the State’s responsibility to take

all the necessary measures to ensure
children receive the highest level of
healthcare services through preven-
tative and curative services. Fur-
thermore, the law contains other key
branches like social care, educational
care, and criminal protection, reflect-
ing the State of Kuwait’s commit-
ment to present comprehensive care
for children and their rights.

Bader Al-Kharafi said: “We take
pride in the extended partnership be-
tween Zain and the Ministry of Health,
which has succeeded in introducing a
plethora of impactful programs and
initiatives to serve everyone in our
community over the years.”

“This nationwide campaign re-
flects a wider, more comprehensive
effort to heighten awareness of chil-
dren’s rights and bring the commu-
nity’s attention to the risks they face.
Our initiative focuses on shedding
light on the significant role of the
147 helpline that Zain provided and
promoting the community’s collec-
tive role in safeguarding every child
in Kuwait.”

Al-Kharafi continued: “At Zain,
we strive to play an active role in
shouldering the nation’s social de-
velopment plans because we strongly
believe in the invaluable role the pri-
vate sector plays in supporting the
public sector to bring about positive
change within the community.”

“The helpline provides a confi-
dential and direct point-of-contact
that allows anyone to report child
abuse cases, and it is supervised by
an expert team of social counselors.
Our campaign targets the entire com-
munity, whether individuals, com-
panies, ministries, or civil society
organizations. We will harness the
power of Zain’s digital reach through
our social channels to spread the
message and promote the campaign’s
mission even further.”

Zain first provided the Child Pro-
tection Helpline 147 to the MOH’s
Child Protection Office in 2016, and
it was recently officially transferred
to the Ministry. The hotline is recog-
nized by Child Helpline International
(CHI) and is available 24/7 to receive
reports of all forms of child abuse,
neglect, or harm. All reports are
treated in utmost confidentiality, and
the person who reports the alleged
incident is protected under the law.

Reports through the 147 helpline
are received by an expert team of
counsellors and social workers from
the Child Protection Office, who are
trained to handle all kinds of abuse
reports. The team determines the
severity of every case and notifies
the related authorities immediately,
while also providing counseling,
mental support, and social guidance
to callers or victims, if necessary.

The nationwide awareness cam-
paign targets the entire Kuwait com-
munity, including individuals and
organizations, including MOH’s
medical institutions, encouraging
medical staff, doctors, nurses, and
other healthcare professionals to
report any abuse they may become
aware of.

Zain has a sound history of
Child Protection initiatives

Through its membership to the
GSMA, Zain partnered with Child
Helpline International (CHI) to rep-
resent this global network in markets
where it has no presence. Ultimately,
Zain’s partnership with CHI suc-
ceeded in providing free access to
helplines in several markets across
MENA.

In the Global Child Forum’s
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Minister of Health Dr. Ahmad Al Awadhi, Bader Al Kharafi, and Dr. Mona Al Khawari with top officials from

MoH and Zain.
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Health Minister affirmed the State of Kuwait’s efforts to

protect children’s rights.

Bader Al Kharafi highlighted Zain’s initiatives to protect

children.
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Dr. Ahmad Al Awadhi, Bader Al Kharafi, and Nawaf Algharabally

at the event.

report entitled,The State of Chil-
dren’s Rights and Business 2023,
Zain scored higher than the sector
average and doubled the ranking of
many regional corporates in key chil-
dren’s rights categories. Described
as a ‘Leader’ in the benchmarking
rankings, Zain scored 8.4/10 over-
all against an ICT sector average
of 5.8/10 and a regional average of
just 3.4/10. The average of all global
companies benchmarked stood at
4.9/10.

As a ‘Leader’, Zain was described
in the report as a company that “has
developed and implemented several
policies and practices that address
your organization’s impact on chil-

dren’s rights across several important
areas. Your company has taken con-
crete steps to move beyond policies
and have embedded children’s rights
into company practice, following-up
through monitoring, transparent re-
porting, and programs to create ac-
tion for children’s rights.”

Through Zain’s community-ori-
ented and child well-being initiatives,
the company looks to continue to im-
prove and safeguard the livelihoods
of the communities it serves and
beyond. This notable benchmarking
recognition helps assess Zain’s pro-
gress to-date in children’s rights and
safety and inspires the company to do
even better in the future.

A flyer of the MoH and Zain’s campaign.

Child Online Safety is of great
importance for Zain given that over
30% of all internet users globally are
estimated to be children and with the
expansion of broadband access, this
number is only set to rise over time.
Zain is fully committed to addressing
the UN’s Sustainable Development
Goal (SDG) 16.2 calling on ending
all forms of violence against children
by 2030.

Zain scored perfect marks in
several categories in the reports’
benchmarking exercise, including
Standards & Guidelines; Board ac-
countability; Materiality assessment;
Supplier assessment;  Grievance
mechanisms; Collaboration; Prod-

uct safety; Policies & commitments;
and Resource use and damage to the
environment, cementing its position
as a leading proponent of corporate
governance, sustainability, children’s
rights, and sound business practices.

With the aim to further raise aware-
ness on children’s rights and online
safety, Zain expanded its partnership
with Child Helpline International
(CHI) to support child helplines
across its countries of operation. This
partnership aims to enhance collabo-
ration between child helplines, Zain,
and key child protection stakehold-
ers; explore new technologies and
software to enhance the helplines;
create awareness campaigns; and ex-
pand services to include instant mes-
saging and social media.

Zain has been actively working on
implementing child sexual abuse ma-
terial blocking mechanisms across its
operations. In recent years, the com-
pany assessed the regulations and ex-
isting blocking mechanisms in each
market. As a result, the company
established a goal for all its markets
to have child sexual abuse material
(CSAM)-blocking mechanisms in
place.

Activities

In a previous initiative, Zain estab-
lished a partnership with UNICEF,
signing a memorandum of under-
standing (MoU) to work towards the
advancement of the rights of children
in the region. Zain and UNICEF col-
laborated based on their respective
expertise on strengthening activities
around child rights. The MoU cov-
ered aspects on online gaming, rais-
ing awareness on child online safety,
and convening stakeholders on on-
line protection.

Through its partnership with
UNICEF, Zain collaborated to cre-
ate a Child Online Safety Booklet
for school students and children.
The goal of the booklet is to educate
children on the risks they may be ex-
posed to while being connected on-
line or while gaming. In addition, the
booklet offers tips and recommen-
dations on what to do and not to do
while online. This booklet was devel-
oped for Zain esports to disseminate
to any partnership where children are
players.

In another previous initiative, Zain
launched the second phase of its ‘In-
ternet Monsters’ campaign, show-
casing the company’s commitment
to raising further awareness on the
risks children face online with les-
sons being taught through the adap-
tation of popular fairy tales. Internet
Monsters showcases alternate plot-
lines to well-loved children’s stories,
taking into consideration how online
risks such as cyberbullying; self-
generated child abuse content and
materials; social media addiction; or
widespread online scams and threats
could come to the fore if technology
was introduced into the telling of the
fairy tales.

The ‘Internet Monsters’ campaign
by Zain also included the commis-
sioning of a dedicated illustration
that drew attention to the fact that
children can report online risks and
abuse by calling their national child
helplines. The campaign also includ-
ed the development of two animated
videos narrating different safety tips,
to be shared with children, on how to
protect themselves online. The vide-
os were directed in a light and playful
manner to appeal to children.

The MOH and Zain encourage the
community to report any incidents to
147 and assures all of confidentiality
and protection under the law.
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Federation cites flooding for action

Brazil's soccer body suspends matches for 3 southern clubs

Delhi notches crucial 20-run victory
over Rajasthan in push for playoffs

McGurk scored a whirlwind half-century

NEW DELHI, May 8,
(AP): Australia’s young
Twenty20 batting sen-
sation Jake Fraser-
McGurk scored a whirl-
wind half-century as
Delhi Capitals notched a
crucial 20-run win over
Rajasthan Royals in the

Indian Premier League.

The 22-year-old raser-
McGurk, left out of Australia’s
T20 World Cup squad, gave
perfect momentum upfront
with a 20-ball 50 as Delhi made
achallenging 221-8 after Rajas-
than won the toss and elected to
field at a venue where all four
previous games this season
were won by teams batting first.

Captain Sanju Samson kept Ra-
jasthan in the hunt with a blistering
86 off 46 balls with six sixes and
eight boundaries but his controver-
sial dismissal in the 16th over saw
the visitors finishing at 201-8 for its
third loss this season.

Rajasthan has 16 points and
stayed at No. 2 on net run-rate be-
hind table-topper Kolkata Knight
Riders. Delhi with 12 points is tied

CRICKET

with three other teams - Chennai
Super Kings, Sunrisers Hyderabad
and Lucknow Super Giants - as race
for the playoffs gets tight.

Samson was in sight to seal Ra-
jasthan’s playoff spot before Shai
Hope plucked a splendid catch on
the edge of the boundary at long-
on. Samson exchanged words
with on-field umpires after he was
declared out by television umpire
Michael Gough as replays from one
angle suggested Hope might have
touched the boundary line.

Thereafter, the wheels came off
from Rajasthan’s run-chase and it
lost five wickets for 39 runs as left-
arm spinner Kuldeep Yadav (2-25)
struck twice in one over and sealed
the game for home team.

Earlier, Fraser-McGurk smashed
fast bowler Avesh Khan for 28 runs
in one over of power play and raced
to his half-century off 19 balls be-
fore he missed out Ravichandran
Ashwin’s (3-24) full toss and was
caught in the covers in the fifth
over.

Left-handed Abishek Porel kept
the momentum going by smack-
ing 65 off 36 balls but Ashwin
stemmed the flow of runs in the
middle overs. Ashwin got the key
wicket of Porel in the 13th over,
but Tristan Stubbs provided the late
flurry with a 20-ball knock of 41 as
the South African countercharged
against Yuzvendra Chahal (1-48)
and Trent Boult (1-48) in the death
overs.
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India. (AP)
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Delhi Capitals’ Tristan Stubbs plays a shot during the Indian Premier League cricket match between Delhi Capitals and Rajasthan Royals in New Delhi,

Olympic torch being welcomed in French port
city of Marseille with fanfare and high security

MARSEILLE, France, May 8, (AP):
Paris Games organizers have promised
“fantastic” celebrations as the arrival
of a majestic ship carrying the Olym-
pic torch from Greece was expected to
draw a huge crowd Wednesday in the
southern French city Marseille, where
the Old Port has been placed under high
security.

Paris 2024 Olympics Organizing
Committee President Tony Estanguet
expressed his emotion at the torch’s ar-
rival in France.

“The return of the Games to our
country will be a fantastic celebration,”
he said.

The torch was lit in Greece last month
before it was officially handed to France.
It left Athens aboard a three-mast ship
named Belem, which was first used in
1896, and spent twelve days at sea.

More than a thousand boats will ac-
company the Belem’s parade around
the Bay of Marseille. The ship will then
dock on a pontoon that looks like an ath-
letics track in the Old Port.

The welcoming ceremony will in-
clude a demonstration by the jets of the
Patrouille de France, the acrobatic team
of the French air force.

“As a former athlete, I know how im-
portant the start of a competition is. That
is why we chose Marseille, because it’s
definitely one of the cities most in love
with sports,” said Estanguet, a former
Olympic canoeing star with gold medals
from the 2000, 2004 and 2012 Games.

Olympic swimmer Florent Manaudou
has been chosen to be the first carrier of
the flame in France. Manaudou won four
Olympic medals and he’s the brother of
swimmer Laure Manaudou, who won

three Olympic medals at Athens in 2004.

“We are extremely proud,” Mar-
seille mayor Benoit Payan said. “This is
where it all begins.”

The show will “dazzle the world,”
said Payan, adding that up to 150,000
spectators are expected in the Old Port.

Marseille people “have a sense of cel-
ebration, a sense of the game, sport and
Olympism in their guts,” he said, recall-

ing that the city was founded by Greek
colonists some 2,600 years ago.
Payan said all efforts have been made

OLYMPICS

to ensure security underwater, at sea, in
the air and on the ground.

A flame guardian displays a lantern meant to hold the Olympic flame during security exercises at the Carpiagne

Heavy police and military presence
was seen patrolling Marseille’s city
center Tuesday, as a military helicopter
flew over the Old Port, where a wide
range of barriers have been set up.

“There are various security threats
that weigh on this event,” the biggest
being “the terrorist threat,” French In-
terior Ministry spokesperson Camille
Chaize said.

military base in southern France, Monday, May 6, 2024. (AP)

PORTO ALEGRE, Brazil, May
8, (AP): Brazil’s soccer federation
has suspended matches involving
three top-tier clubs of the country’s
flood-ridden southern region, but
only for 20 days.

Gremio, Internacional and Ju-
ventude, which are based in the
state of Rio Grande do Sul, will
only return to activities after the
harms of major flooding are miti-
gated, the Brazilian soccer body
said in a statement Tuesday. Ten
of their matches in the Brazilian
league and the Brazilian Cup will
be rescheduled.

The decision also applies to
away matches of the three clubs.

Many fans and players had
pushed for a complete halt to com-
petitions in the South American
nation.

The soccer body said it will reas-
sess its move after May 27.

“(The Brazilian soccer confed-
eration) stresses its unrestricted
support so all measures and actions
are adopted for the benefit of the
population, which is the maximum
priority,” it said.

Later, South American soccer
confederation CONMEBOL said
that it postponed one group-stage
match of Gremio’s in the Copa
Libertadores and another of Inter-
nacional’s in the Copa Sudameri-
cana.

SOCCER

Authorities say at least 95 people
have been killed over the last seven
days in the region and another 131
are reported missing.

Both Internacional and Gremio
had their stadiums inundated in
state capital Porto Alegre, with
their pitches now severely dam-
aged by the water. The stadium of
Juventude, based in the country-
side city of Caxias do Sul, risks
being flooded in the next few days.

Only jet skis have entered the
Beira-Rio and the Arena do Gre-
mio stadiums in Porto Alegre since
last week.

Porto Alegre’s airport is also
flooded, as are many of the city’s
hotels and roads, which would
make it impossible for away teams
to play even if the local stadiums
were to be immediately cleared.

Other Brazilian clubs have ex-
pressed their support to the Rio
Grande do Sul clubs and offered
their facilities for training until the
end of the month.

All three clubs had their week-
end matches in the fifth round of
the Brazilian league suspended.

Internacional is in ninth posi-
tion with seven points, three be-
hind leader Athletico Paranaense.
Gremio is in 11th position with six
points and Juventude has five com-
petition points.

Damage from the rains have af-
fected more than 1 million people
in the region, according to authori-
ties. Approximately 200,000 peo-
ple are now displaced and taking
refuge in schools, gymnasiums and
other temporary shelters.

More heavy rains are expected
until the end of the week, meteorolo-
gists say. The suspension of profes-
sional soccer matches in Rio Grande
do Sul state also applies to local
clubs in Brazil’s third and fourth di-
visions, its national women’s soccer
league and under-20 tournaments.

The group of LIV players includes Patrick Reed

PGA Championship invites 7 LIV players to get top 100 in the world

WASHINGTON, May 8,(AP): The
PGA Championship officially has
Tiger Woods in a field released
Tuesday that includes invitations to
seven players from Saudi-funded
LIV Golf, giving the major 99 of
the 100 in the world ranking at Val-
halla next week.

The PGA of America strives to
have the top 100 in the world to
maintain its reputation for having
the strongest field of the four ma-
jors, although it is not part of the
criteria. Those hopes ended late
Tuesday when Rikuya Hoshino
(No. 94) withdrew.

The PGA leans on a catch-all
category of “special invitations.”
The group of LIV players includes
Patrick Reed, whose tie for 12th in
the Masters moved him inside the
top 100. He is at No. 92, and the
invitation keeps alive his streak of
playing every major since the 2014
Masters.

The PGA Championship returns
to Valhalla in Louisville, Ken-
tucky, for the fourth time on May
16-19. Rory Mcllroy won at Val-
halla the last time it was there in
2014. The course is best known for
Woods winning a playoff over Bob
May in 2000 for his third straight
major.

Joaquin Niemann, who won the
Australian Open in December and
has two LIV Golf wins this year,
already received an invitation. The
surprise was Talor Gooch announc-

ing in an X post on Monday that he
had been invited.

It was a sign the PGA of Ameri-
ca’s selection committee was look-
ing at LIV results on their own, as
Gooch doesn’t play much outside
the Saudi league. He won three
times on LIV in 2023 and won the
season points list.

Other invitations went to Dean
Burmester, Lucas Herbert and
Adrian Meronk, all of them in-
side the top 100 in the world. The
seventh invitation went to David
Puig, the 22-year-old from Spain
who is No. 106 in the ranking. Puig

GULF

has finished in the top 10 in six of
his last seven tournaments on the
Asian Tour, including two wins.

LIV will be represented by 16
players, down from 18 a year ago.

There might have been one more,
except British Open champion
Louis Oosthuizen turned down his
invitation. Oosthuizen, who is No.
125 in the world, won twice late
last year in South Africa in tourna-
ments co-sanctioned by the Euro-
pean tour.

His manager, Carlos Rodriguez,
said in a text message that Oost-
huizen already had some personal
commitments.

The LIV group includes defend-

ing champion Brooks Koepka, who
goes for a fourth PGA Champion-
ship title. He is the only active LIV
player to win a major.

Kerry Haigh, the championship
director for the PGA of America,
has said he would consider deserv-
ing players from tours around the
world. Invitations were given to
Tim Widing of Sweden, who has
won consecutive tournaments on
the Korn Ferry Tour. BAnother in-
vitation went to Kazuma Kobori, a
22-year-old born in Japan who now
plays under the New Zealand flag.
He has won three times this year

in the Webex Players Series on the
PGA Tour of Australasia.

The field has 21 club profession-
als - 20 from the PGA Professional
Championship last week, and Mi-
chael Block, who qualified by fin-
ishing among the top 15 last year
at Oak Hill.

The PGA is keeping two spots
open in case the winners of the
Wells Fargo Championship and the
Myrtle Beach Classic are not al-
ready eligible. Only four players in
the 69-man field at the Wells Fargo
Championship have not qualified.
The first alternate is Alex Smalley.

Taylor Pendrith hits from the sand on the sixth green during the final round
of the Byron Nelson golf tournament in McKinney, Texas. (AP)

Best of the Rest

Liaoning forces decider: The Li-
aoning Flying Leopards registered a
107-90 road victory over the Guang-
dong Southern Tigers on Wednesday,
leveling the best-of-five Chinese Bas-
ketball Association (CBA) semifinals
at 2-2.

Three  consecutive  3-pointers
helped Guangdong establish an early
double-digit lead at 22-12, but they
suddenly lost momentum on both
ends as Liaoning took 21 points in a
row to surpass the hosts 33-22 with
two minutes played in the second
quarter.

Former NBA Houston Rock-
ets center Zhou Qi hit all eight free
throws to help Guangdong cut the def-
icit to 52-43 before the interval, while
Liaoning extended the lead to over 20
points in the third quarter. Guangdong
continued struggling in offense in the
last period and witnessed the game
slip out of their hand.

a Qa Q

Mason won’t return to United:
The president of La Liga club Getafe
Angel Torres said that Manchester
United have informed him they will
not be taking forward Mason Green-
wood back at the end of the season.
Greenwood moved to the Spanish
club at the start of the season, after
Manchester United decided against
keeping the 22-year-old in their squad,
despite charges of attempted rape and

assault being dropped against him
after prosecutors said there was “no
longer a realistic prospect of convic-
tion” in the case.

His move to Spain has been a
sporting success, with 10 goals in 32
games for the club from the south of
Madrid.

Greenwood’s performances had
caused some speculation that he could
return to his parent club, or that Man-
chester United could receive an offer
for him from elsewhere in Spain, with
FC Barcelona mentioned as a possible
destination.

a a Q

Cambodia ready to host event:
Cambodia is ready to host the second
Asian Mixed Martial Arts Champion-
ship from July 11 to 13, the National
Olympic Committee of Cambodia
(NOCC) said on Wednesday.

Cambodian Prime Minister Hun
Manet is scheduled to open the tour-
nament at the capital’s Olympic Sta-
dium, the NOCC said, adding that the
games will bring together more than
100 elite Mixed Martial Arts (MMA)
fighters from more than 20 countries
and regions across Asia.

Co-organized by the NOCC and
the Olympic Council of Asia, the
event will be the largest-ever gath-
ering of MMA fighters in Cambo-
dia, NOCC’s secretary general Vath
Chamroeun said.
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Celtics 3-point onslaught powers
Boston to victory over Cavaliers

Cruzeiro raise knockout hopes

Atletico Mineiro stay perfect

ROSARIO, May 8, (Xinhua): Former
Bayer Leverkusen forward Paulinho
Sampaio struck late as Atletico Minei-
ro kept their perfect record intact with
a 1-0 win at Rosario Central in their
Copa Libertadores group match.

Paulinho broke the deadlock three
minutes from time by sweeping home
a first-time effort from 10 yards after
Eduardo Vargas’ clever lay-off.

The result leaves the Brazilian club
with four wins from as many outings
in Group G, six points clear of second-
placed Penarol. Argentina’s Rosario
Central are third, two points further
back.

Atletico Mineiro manager Gabriel
Milito, who replaced former Brazil na-
tional team boss Luiz Felipe Scolari in
March, lavished praise on his players
after the match.

“I want to make the most of being
at this extraordinary club and having
these players,” the Argentine told a
news conference. “I accepted the po-
sition dreaming of this.” He added:
“I’ve always said that football is very
dynamic. We can’t stop being humble
and must keep our ego under control.
We know that we can improve in some
areas and we have to keep working
hard to do that.” In other Copa Liber-
tadores group-stage fixtures on Tues-
day, Penarol won 1-0 at Caracas FC,
River Plate drew 2-2 at Club Nacional,
Deportivo Tachira were held to a 1-1
home draw by Libertad, Palestino pre-
vailed 1-0 at home to Flamengo and
Junior Barranquilla drew 1-1 at Uni-
versitario.

a a a

Brazil’s Cruzeiro boosted their
hopes of reaching the Copa Sudameri-
cana knockout stage with a 3-0 away
win over Colombian side Alianza FC
on Wednesday.

Boston Celtics guard Derrick White (9) drives to the basket against Cleveland Cavaliers forward Isaac Okoro, right, during the second half of Game 1 of
an NBA basketball second-round playoff series in Boston. (AP)

BOSTON, May 8, (AP):
When Jaylen Brown or Jay-
son Tatum have it going, it
usually means good things
for the Boston Celtics.

This postseason, it’s also been
opening up the floor -- and the
3-point line -- for Derrick White.
That’s added a new layer to a team
that was already the one to beat in
the East.

Brown scored 32 points, White
made seven 3-pointers and added
25, and the Celtics powered past
the Cleveland Cavaliers 120-95 on
Tuesday night in Game 1 of their
second-round playoff series.

BASKETBALL

Tatum finished with 18 points and
11 rebounds to help the Celtics pull
away in the second half.

The Cavaliers went 11 of 42 from
3-point range and kept pace early.
But the Celtics were even more ef-
ficient from the outside, connecting
on 18 of 46 from beyond the arc for
the game.

It helped Boston carry a 15-point
lead into the fourth quarter. The Celt-
ics then started the final period on a
10-2 run to increase their lead to 102-
79.

At one point early in the fourth,
Brown shot 3 from the top of the
key and turned his head before it
fell through the hoop, reminiscent of
Golden State sharpshooter Stephen
Curry.

Game 2 is Thursday night in Bos-
ton.

The attention on Brown and Tat-
um has created a myriad of open
looks for White throughout the sea-
son. White’s 28 3-pointers over a
six-game span are the most in Celt-
ics playoff history. Boston has also
won its past 21 games when he’s at-
tempted at least 12 3-pointers.

Donovan Mitchell had 33 points
and six assists for the Cavaliers. He
is the fourth player in league his-
tory to score 30 or more points in six
straight playoff series openers, join-
ing Michael Jordan (three times),
Kobe Bryant and Wilt Chamberlain.

Darius Garland added 14 points.

Mitchell logged 37 minutes after
playing 45 in Cleveland’s Game 7
win in the first round over Orlando.
It’s a lot, but coach J.B. Bickerstaff
acknowledged they have to watch
the load the put on him.

White picked up where he left off
after scoring 38 and 25 points in the
final two games against the Miami
Heat in the first round.

With the Cavaliers hot from the
3-point line early, White led the
Celtics attack. It was his third time
this postseason with at least six 3s.

Both teams played without their
starting centers. Cleveland’s Jar-
rett Allen missed his fourth straight
game with a bruised rib injury he
sustained in the first round against
Orlando. Boston’s Kristaps Porzin-
gis was sidelined for the second con-
secutive game with a strained right
calf.

The top-seeded Celtics got an
extended break after making quick
work of the Heat in the first round.
They looked like a rested team,
jumping out to a 12-2 lead, with nine
of those points coming from Brown.

Mitchell was just as aggressive for
Cleveland, scoring eight points dur-
ing a 21-9 spurt by the Cavaliers to
nudge back in front.

But Boston settled down, closing
the opening period on a 19-11 run to
take a 40-34 edge into the second.

Thunder roll past Mavericks

Farwaniya Cooperative Society Soccer Tournament kicks off

KUWAIT CITY, May 8: Gha-
reeb Saad Al-Adhan, Chairman
of the Organizing Committee
for the 2024 Farwaniya Coop-
erative Society Football Tourna-
ment, has confirmed the tourna-
ment’s commencement today
with the participation of numer-
ous teams.

In a press release, he an-
nounced that the draw will take
place at five o’clock this evening
at the Al-Hamd Hall in the Al-
Tadamon Club, urging all partic-
ipating teams to attend the draw.

Furthermore, Al-Adhan dis-
closed that daily draws will be

The 74 combined points in the
opening period were the most in a
Celtics’ playoff game since 1990
and third-most in franchise history.

The Celtics took a 59-49 lead into
halftime.

Mitchell, who played on the Unit-
ed States’ 2019 World Cup team
with White, said he’s not surprised
by his former teammate’s effort.

Thunder 117, Mavericks 95
Shai Gilgeous-Alexander was his
usual self and Luka Doncic wasn’t.
Gilgeous-Alexander  had 29
points, nine rebounds and nine as-
sists to help the top-seeded Okla-
homa City Thunder beat the Dallas
Mavericks 117-95 on Tuesday night
in Game 1 of their Western Confer-
ence semifinal series.
Gilgeous-Alexander made 8 of 19
field goals and 11 of 13 free throws
before coming out of the game with
3:26 remaining and the Thunder

——

Ghareeb Saad Al-Adhan

conducted for valuable prizes
offered to the tournament’s
spectators. He emphasized that
hosting such events plays a

leading 111-89.

Doncic, an MVP finalist like
Gilgeous-Alexander, scored 19
points on 6-for-19 shooting and had
five turnovers. He bristled when
asked about his shooting.

“Who cares,” he said. “We lost.
We just got to move onto the next
one. We’ve got to be better.”

Lu Dort got most of the work
guarding Doncic, with rookie Cason
Wallace getting some of the action
and 7-foot-1 center Holmgren pes-
tering him near the rim.

Thunder coach Mark Daigneault
said Dort, one of the league’s best
perimeter defenders did his job.

“He’s just a warrior,” Daigneault
said. “Brings the juice every single
night. Doncic is a really hard match-
up and a great player that didn’t have
his best pitch tonight. He’s going to
play better than this. Lu made it hard
on him. I thought our team made it
hard on him.”

Oklahoma City Thunder forward Chet Holmgren reacts during the second
half of Game 1 of an NBA basketball second-round playoff series against
the Dallas Mavericks in Oklahoma City. The Thunder won 117-95. (AP)

significant role in nurturing the
skills of young individuals and
fostering a competitive spirit
among them.
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Highlighting the societal re-
sponsibility incumbent upon
cooperative societies, Al-Adhan
stressed the Farwaniya Associa-
tion’s commitment to delivering
essential social services and or-
ganizing a variety of offers and
events for the community’s ben-
efit.

Holmgren added 19 points, seven
rebounds and three blocks. Jalen
Williams struggled with his shot for
three quarters but scored 10 of his
18 points in the fourth to help Okla-
homa City remain unbeaten in the
playoffs.

Kyrie Irving scored 20 points and
Daniel Gafford added 16 points, 11
rebounds and five blocks for the
fifth-seeded Mavericks.

Game 2 will be Thursday night in
Oklahoma City. Daigneault is aware
that the Mavericks stole home court
from the Los Angeles Clippers in
Game 2 of their first-round series.
Dallas went on to win that series 4-2.

“I think we can expect them to
play better than they did tonight,”
Daigneault said. “The last thing
we’re going to do is underestimate
this opponent.”

The Thunder held the Mavericks
to 39.3% shooting and won big, de-
spite being outrebounded 52-39.

Gilgeous-Alexander rested briefly
at the start of the second quarter be-
fore subbing in at the 8:20 mark. He
scored 11 points in the period to help
the Thunder take a 62-53 lead at the
break. He scored 19 points in the first
half, while reserve Aaron Wiggins
scored 12 of his 16 points before the
break.

Dallas opened the second half on
a run, and a 3-pointer by Irving cut
Oklahoma City’s lead to 66-65 and
forced the Thunder to call a timeout.

Isaiah Joe and Dort hit 3-pointers
when play resumed, then Dort ripped
Doncic, leading to a dunk by Wil-
liams that put the Thunder up 74-67.
Gilgeous-Alexander’s 3-pointer with
Doncic in his face put Oklahoma
City up 80-69. Irving hit a 3-pointer
as the third quarter expired, but the
Thunder still led 89-79.

Williams scored eight straight
points for the Thunder in a run that
put Oklahoma City ahead 102-87,
and the Thunder controlled the game
from there.

The Thunder set an Oklahoma
City playoff record with 29 assists.

“I thought we got a good groove
going after kind of a choppy start,”
Daigneault said. “Really intelligent
attacks. We had a good blend of ag-
gression and also taking what the
defense gave us, keeping them on
their heels, keeping the ball ahead of
them. They’re really good when you
slow down and you allow them to
kind of scheme and calibrate.”

The Mavericks will need to re-
group.

“They’re a great team,” Doncic
said. “Great defensive team, great
offensive team. So it’s not going
to be easy at all. We’ve got to very
good basketball and focused basket-
ball for 48 minutes.”

SOCCER

Former Real Madrid midfielder Lu-
cas Silva opened the scoring on the
stroke of halftime before Arthur and
Rafael Elias added second-half goals
at the Armando Maestre stadium in the
northern Colombian city of Valledu-
par.

Cruzeiro are now second in Group
B with six points from four games, a
point behind Ecuador’s Universidad
Catolica. Alianza are last in the four-
team group with just one point so far.

In Paraguayan capital Asuncion,
Brazil’s Corinthians struck two late
goals to clinch a 2-0 win over local
side Club Nacional.

Yuri Alberto put the visitors
ahead with a 75th-minute strike and
Matheuzinho doubled the lead in the
sixth minute of stoppage time at the
Defensores del Chaco stadium.

Corinthians are now second in
Group F with seven points, six points
ahead of fourth-placed Nacional.

In other Copa Sudamericana fixtures
on Wednesday, Racing Montevideo
won 2-1 at home to Argentinos Jun-
iors, Independiente Medellin romped
to a 5-1 victory at Cesar Vallejo, Spor-
tivo Ameliano prevailed 2-1 at home
to Danubio and Always Ready cruised
to a 3-1 home win over Defensa y Jus-
ticia.

d d d

Fluminense have completed the
signing of former Brazil captain Thi-
ago Silva on a free transfer, the Rio de
Janeiro club said.

The 39-year-old, whose contract
with English Premier League side
Chelsea expires next month, agreed to
a deal that runs until June 2026.

“[Thiago] will arrive in Rio de Ja-
neiro to join the squad in about a
month,” read a statement on Flumin-
ense’s official website.

It added that the central defender
would only be free to play for the
reigning Copa Libertadores champions
when Brazil’s winter transfer window
opens on July 10.

On Monday, Silva confirmed that he
would leave Chelsea at the end of the
season after four years with the Lon-
don outfit.

It will represent a homecoming for
Silva, who began his youth career at
Fluminense in 1998 and made 97 first-
team appearances for the club from
2006 to 2008.

“I'm very happy to return home,”
he said in a video broadcast on Flu-
minense’s social media accounts. “I
can’t wait to get to Rio to start work
and help in the best way possible on
the pitch.”

a a a

A Malaysian international footballer
has been splashed by acid and two oth-
er top players were attacked within a
week by unknown assailants, in a rare
outbreak of violence targeting athletes
in the country.

Police criminal investigation chief
Mohamad Shuhaily Mohamad Zain
said Wednesday that there were simi-
larities in the three attacks and that
the victims appeared to have been tar-
geted. But investigators have not deter-
mined whether the cases were linked.

Faisal Halim, who plays as a wing-
er for the national team and Malaysian
club Selangor, was hospitalized with
fourth-degree burns following an acid
attack by two assailants at a shopping
mall on Sunday. He was reported to
be in critical but stable condition, with
limited movement and speech.

Just three days earlier, another
prominent national team player,
Akhyar Rashid, was assaulted in a
robbery outside his house in eastern
Terengganu state after his return from
training. He was hit with an iron rod,
leaving him head and leg injuries. His
attackers fled after taking money from
him.

Late Tuesday, former national team
captain Safiq Rahim was tailed by
two assailants on a motorbike after
a training session in southern Johor
state. They later threatened him with
a hammer and smashed his car’s rear
window but he was not physically
hurt.

Wesley Da Silva, left, of Bolivia’s
Always Ready and Nicolas Tripi-
chio of Argentina’s Defensa y Jus-
ticia, compete for the ball during a
Copa Sudamericana Group A soc-
cer match at the Municipal de Villa
Ingenio stadium, in El Alto, Bolivia.
(AP)
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Brazil hid rated higher: Bra-
zil’s bid for the 2027 Women’s
World Cup was ranked higher
than the bid submitted by Ger-
many, Netherlands and Belgium
in an evaluation report released
by FIFA on Tuesday.

The FIFA Congress is set to
vote for the 2027 host on May
17 at its meeting in Bangkok. It
will be the first time the member
federations of soccer’s 211-na-
tion governing body will hold
an open vote to pick the tourna-
ment’s hosts.

Brazil has been favored to win
the 2027 contest since FIFA bro-
kered a deal with several of soc-
cer’s continental governing bod-
ies in October to get preferred
hosts of the men’s World Cup in
2030 and 2034.

South American soccer body
CONMEBOL agreed to take just
three games for 2030 - one each
in Argentina, Paraguay and Uru-
guay for a 104-game tournament
mostly to be hosted in Spain,
Portugal and Morocco - and
skipped its turn to bid for 2034,
which is going to Saudi Arabia.

Sending a first Women’s
World Cup to South America
then became a likely conse-
quence.

Based on the technical evalu-
ation by a FIFA in-house panel,
Brazil’s bid was given an aver-
age score of 4.0 out of 5, while
the joint European bid received
a3.7.

The three-person evalua-
tion team, led by FIFA’s chief
women’s officer Sarai Bareman,
determined both bids qualify for
consideration “due to both hav-
ing exceeded the minimum host-
ing requirements” in the techni-
cal evaluation.

The United States and Mexico
withdrew a joint bid last week.
U.S. Soccer said the federa-
tions will instead focus on host-
ing the 2031 tournament. South
Africa dropped its bid late last
year, saying it would also turn
to 2031. That hosting decision is
due next year.

Brazil hosted the men’s
World Cup in 1950 and 2014,
and hosting another major FIFA
event would make better use of
stadiums built for that tourna-
ment.

Germany hosted the Wom-
en’s World Cup in 2011 and the
men’s World Cup in 2006. It
also will host the men’s Euro-
pean Championship in 10 cities
starting June 14.

The 2023 Women’s World
Cup was held in Australia and
New Zealand and was the first
hosted by two nations. (AP)
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WBC strips Charlo of title:
The World Boxing Council
has stripped unbeaten Jermall
Charlo of his middleweight title
following his arrest this week on
suspicion of drunken driving in
Texas.

The organization’s Board of
Governors on Tuesday named
Carlos Adames its champion in
the division. Charlo hasn’t de-
fended his title since 2021, and
Adames became interim cham-
pion in October 2022.

Police in the Houston suburb
of Pearland arrested the 33-year-
old Charlo on three misdemea-
nor charges Monday night.
According to a police report,
his blood-alcohol content was
measured at over 0.15, twice the
legal limit, after he struck anoth-
er vehicle and fled police.

“The WBC has provided and
will continue to do as much as
possible to support Jermall Char-
lo during his difficult times with
regards to mental wellness,” the
WBC said in a statement. “Af-
ter a thorough evaluation of the
situation and understanding of
the facts and times the WBC
may rank Jermall in super mid-
dleweight.”

Charlo’s most recent fight
was in November, a unanimous-
decision victory over Jose Be-
navidez Jr. in a non-title bout.
Charlo is 33-0 with 22 knock-
outs. (AP)
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Oklahoma City Thunder forward
Jalen Williams (8) drives against Dal-
las Mavericks forward Tim Hardaway
Jr. during the second half of Game 1
of an NBA basketball second-round
playoff series in Oklahoma City. The
Thunder won 117-95. (AP)
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PSG knocked out as Dortmund head to GL final

Mbappe can'’t pull off comeback

PARIS, May 8, (AP): Lon-
don’s calling, but not for
Kylian Mbappé.

When Borussia Dortmund’s
players rushed over to their fans
wearing yellow “London 24” T-
shirts and joined in the celebrations
after knocking out Paris Saint-
Germain to reach the Champions
League final, Mbappé had long left
the field.

Wembley Stadium on June 1 is the
final stop on Dortmund’s quest for the
Champions League trophy, by which
time Mbappé will have played his last
game for PSG having failed to win
the trophy the club’s cash-rich Qatari
owners so crave.

Central defender Mats Hummels
headed Dortmund into the final as the
German team won 1-0 at PSG.

Moments after Warren Zaire-Emery
missed an open goal for PSG, Hum-
mels rose unchallenged to head in Ju-
lian Brandt’s corner from the left in the
50th minute.

Dortmund advanced 2-0 on aggre-

Dortmund’s Mats Hummels cele-

brates after the Champions League

semifinal second leg soccer match

between Paris Saint-Germain and

Borussia Dortmund at the Parc des

Princes stadium in Paris, France.
(AP)

gate and largely contained Mbappé,
who is leaving at the end of the season.
PSG exerted late pressure.
Goalkeeper Gregor Kobel palmed
away Mbappé’s low shot, then pushed
Mbappé’s deflected close-range ef-
fort onto the crossbar with a superb
one-handed save. The Parc des Princes
crowd groaned when midfielder Vitin-
ha’s thumping 25-meter strike rattled the
woodwork.”Extremely proud. I'm very
happy,” Terzi¢ said. “We beat a team
like PSG two times and we again kept
a clean sheet. We started really well and
kept them away from the goal.”
Dortmund is on course for its sec-
ond Champions League trophy after
winning in 1997 and a third European
trophy, having won the now defunct

SOCCER

UEFA Cup Winners’” Cup in 1966.
Dortmund also reached the Champions
League final in 2013, losing to Bayern.

“Indescribable. After more than 10
years, I am in the final with Borussia
again,” said Marco Reus, Dortmund’s
veteran midfielder who is leaving the
team after this season. “How we won the
game, no one will ask tomorrow. Shots
against the post won’t matter tomorrow.”

For PSG, it’s another season ending
without raising the trophy its cash-rich
Qatari owners have chased after by
spending huge amounts on star play-
ers like Zlatan Ibrahimovic, Neymar,
Lionel Messi and Mbappé. PSG lost its
only Champions League final in 2020
to Bayern. “Efficiency, that’s what we
were missing,” PSG captain Marquin-
hos said. “We should have defended
better. They scored from a corner and
a counter-attack (in the first leg). We
created more chances but they won
both games.”

As Dortmund’s players celebrated,
Mbappé looked dejected as he trudged
for the last time in a Champions
League game wearing a PSG jersey.
He is widely expected to join Madrid.

Moments before Dortmund’s goal,
Zaire-Emery somehow hit the post
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PSG’s Achraf Hakimi, (right), challenges Dortmund’s Karim Adeyemi during the Champions League semifinal second leg soccer match between Paris
Saint-Germain and Borussia Dortmund at the Parc des Princes stadium in Paris, France. (AP)

from two meters out after Gongalo Ra-
mos flicked on Mbappé’s cross from
the left.

On Hummels’ goal, PSG goalkeeper
Gianluigi Donnarumma again did not
move off his line to claim the ball, hav-
ing not done so when Barcelona scored
on a corner from the left in the first leg
of the quarterfinals. Coach Luis En-
rique’s players seemed nervous, play-
ing cautiously and defending too deep-
ly in the first half, allowing Dortmund
to settle into a comfortable rhythm.

Mbappé was ineffective in attack

when PSG lost the first leg and, despite
their speed, Mbappé and Ousmane
Dembélé struggled to find space be-
hind a well-organized Dortmund de-
fense with midfielder Emre Can offer-
ing good protection. It took 30 minutes
before Mbappé and Zaire-Emery freed
Dembélé on the right of the penalty
area, but he failed to hit the target.

Speedy left winger Karim Adeyemi
did so for Dortmund five minutes later
when a rapid counter-attack exposed
PSG’s defense, but Donnarumma res-
cued PSG with a fine low save.

Hummel’s goal at least woke up
PSG’s attack, but Ramos missed the
target when well-placed either side of
a stinging shot from left back Nuno
Mendes hitting the left post.

Dembélé then cut inside Hummels,
who was perhaps unfortunate not to
concede a penalty midway through the
second half. Referee Daniele Orsato
awarded a free kick.

PSG president Nasser Al-Khelaifi
pointed to the amount of times PSG hit
the post or crossbar over both legs.

But in reality PSG again fell short,

despite boasting one of the world’s
best players in Mbappé.

PSG only qualified for the knockout
stage in the last round of group games,
losing at Newcastle and AC Milan and
finishing second behind Dortmund.
Overall, PSG lost five games in the
competition. Mbappé’s last home
game for PSG - which has already
clinched the French league title - will
be Sunday against Toulouse, and his
last game for the club May 25 in the
French Cup final against Lyon.

In Lille and not London.

A significant milestone

Kuwait Club haskethall team receives hero’s
‘welcome’ after WASL Championship victory

By Hassan Musa
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, May 8: Ku-
wait Club basketball team re-
ceived a warm and enthusias-
tic welcome on arrival after
winning the West Asia Super
League Championship title in
Manama on Monday.

Kuwait  Club  President
Khaled Al-Ghanem, leading the
reception committee, expressed
immense pride in the team’s
unprecedented achievement of
securing the title in the Gulf
region for the third consecutive
time.

He dedicated the victory to the
political leadership and the Ku-
waiti people, emphasizing that
the team represents the nation
and the accomplishment belongs
to all Kuwaitis. Al-Ghanem high-
lighted the pivotal role played
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by the club’s vice president and
game director, Badr Al-Osai-
mi, in supporting the team and
praised the players and technical
staff for their outstanding perfor-
mance.

Dhari Burgess, President of the
Kuwait Basketball Association,
also extended congratulations
for this remarkable achievement,
recognizing the tremendous ef-
fort and perseverance that led to
this success.

Burgess, who attended the
matches in Manama, hailed the
victory as a significant milestone
for local basketball, underscor-
ing the team’s ability to surpass
Manama, one of the region’s top
teams.

Kuwait Club secured first
place by winning two out of
three matches against Manama,
prevailing in the first and third
matches on the opponent’s turf
while enduring a loss in the sec-
ond match at home.

A player exchanges pleasantries with club official.

First Division League culminates

Al-Sahel eye qualification

By Hassan Musa
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, May 8: Tonight
marks the conclusion of the First
Division League with two pivotal
matches in the twentieth round.
Yarmouk will clash with Al-Tadamon
at Abdullah Al-Khalifa Stadium, while
Sulaibikhat will take on Al-Sahel at
Al-Tadamon Stadium. Both matches
are scheduled to kick off at 7:05 pm.

The first showdown holds significant
stakes for Yarmouk as they stand on the
verge of clinching the First Division title
and securing a coveted spot in the Zain
Premier League. Having already sealed
the top spot in the standings two rounds
ago with 30 points, Yarmouk enters the
match with confidence. Meanwhile, the
battle  for qualification  between
Al-Tadamon (26 points) and Al-Sahel
(24 points) intensifies, with Burgan (12
points) and Sulaibikhat (7 points) elimi-
nated from contention.

Al-Tadamon requires just one point
to secure its qualification to the
Premier League, irrespective of the
outcome of the match between
Al-Sahel and Sulaibikhat. Its head-to-
head record against Al-Sahel favors
the “Sons of Farwaniya”, adding to its

advantage.

Tonight’s fixture marks the fourth
encounter between Yarmouk and
Al-Tadamon this season. While two
matches ended in a draw with identical
1-1 scores, Yarmouk emerged victori-
ous in the third encounter with a 2-1
win. Al-Tadamon is eager to demon-
strate its capabilities as they aim to
reclaim its place in the Premier
League, while Yarmouk competes
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without the burden of pressure, having
already secured qualification.

In the second match, Al-Sahel
enters the fray with one eye on their
own match and the other on the out-
come of the Yarmouk versus Solidarity
encounter, hoping for a favorable out-
come for Yarmouk.

Al-Sahel’s task appears manageable
today, given itssuperior goal differ-
ence compared to their rivals, espe-
cially considering its previous victo-
ries over Sulaibikhat, with scores of
4-2 and 2-0, albeit with a draw in its
last encounter with a scoreline of 1-1.

Kuwait handball team begins preparations for
World Cup with friendly games against Turkey

By Khaled EI Anzi
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

ISTANBUL, May 8: The Kuwait
national handball team gears up for
its first trial match against the
Turkey as part of its preparations for
the upcoming World Cup in January
2025. The match is set to take place
at the sports complex hall in Izmir,
with the teams scheduled to meet
again in a second friendly match the
day after tomorrow.

The Turkish Handball Federation
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extended an invitation to the Kuwaiti
team to engage in two friendly
matches during the international
break in the sport. The Kuwaiti del-
egation, led by Federation Treasurer
Khaled Ghuloum and including
Assistant  Secretary ~ Abdullah
Al-Dhiyab, along with the technical
staff and 18 players, arrived in
Turkey yesterday morning.

Under the guidance of Algerian
coach Saeed Hegazy and his assis-
tant Mohamed Masoudan, along
with Hungarian goalkeeping coach
Levy and technical analyst Ayman
Al-Sheikh, the team underwent two
training sessions yesterday focusing
on physical and technical aspects.

In addition to the friendly match-
es, the Kuwaiti Handball Federation
is organizing a friendly mini-tourna-
ment during the international break
to further prepare the team for the

Kuwait coach supervises training session ahead of the friendly.

World Cup finals, aiming to elevate
their technical and physical levels.

Khaled Talab, representing the
Handball Federation, affirmed the col-
lective efforts to bring the national
team to the desired technical standard,
expressing confidence in the players’
ability to shoulder the responsibility.
He highlighted that the team’s qualifi-
cation for the World Cup has opened
new opportunities, including invita-
tions from other participating federa-
tions, signaling a promising future for
the “Blue” team.

Yarmouk player makes a goal attempt.

China rout Australia in
U17 Asian Cup opener

JAKARTA, May 8, (Xinhua): Li
Yuhan produced an attacking mas-
terclass as she led China to a 3-0
win over Australia in their open-
ing Group B match in the AFC
U17 Women’s Asian Cup held in
Indonesia.

From the onset, Li dominated the
left wing, consistently outmaneu-
vering Australian defender Isabella
Hoyos. China’s initial scoring op-
portunity came just two minutes into
the game when Li bypassed Hoyos
to set up Zhang Kecan, though her
shot was thwarted by Australia’s
goalkeeper Caoimhe Bray.

China broke through three min-
utes later. Li once again escaped
Hoyos and delivered a precise low
cross, which Zhou Xinyi convert-
ed into the opening goal. Australia
attempted to leverage the windy
conditions with long-range efforts
from Kiera Meyers and Sienna
Dale, but Chinese goalkeeper Hou
Shumei confidently handled the
challenges.

In the second half, China main-
tained its aggressive play, dou-
bling the lead in the 63rd minute.
Li’s attempt hit the bar, but substi-
tute Xiao Jiaqi was quick to react,
controlling the rebound and firing
it into the top corner.
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