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3 candidates withdraw

Over 834,000 Kuwaitis to cast 
vote in parliamentary election

By Saeed Mahmoud Saleh 
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, March 14: Sta-
tistics from the Election Affairs 
General Department at the Interior 
Ministry revealed that the number of 
citizens who are eligible to vote in 
the parliamentary election on April 
4, 2024 totaled 834,733 — 405,948 
men and 428,785 women. 

Following is the breakdown of eli-
gible voters per constituency:

First Constituency: 104,038 
(50,398 men and 53,640 women)

Second Constituency: 95,302 
(46,639 men and 48,663 women)

Third Constituency: 143,693 
(68,991 men and 74,702 women)

Fourth Constituency: 220,932 
(106,534 men and 114,398 women)

Fifth Constituency: 270,768 
(133,386 men and 137,382 women)

Meanwhile, the number of Na-
tional Assembly election candi-
dates in 1962 totaled 37, 205 in 

1963, 220 in 1967, 183 in 1971, 
256 in 1975, 477 in 1981, 231 in 
1985, 278 in 1992, 230 in 1996, 
288 in 1999, 246 in 2003, 249 in 
2006, 275 in 2008, 210 in 2009, 
311 in 2013, 293 in 2016, 326 in 
2020, 310 in 2022, 207 in 2023 and 
241 in 2024. 

Candidates are allowed to with-
draw from the electoral race until 
March 28. So far, three candidates 
have withdrawn. 

On the other hand, Kuwait Demo-
cratic Forum announced that it has 
no representative in the election. 

Leader of the Forum Bandar Al-
Khairan said they support the sincere 
and honest candidates like former 
MP Mehalhal Al-Mudhaf.

PM receives needy families’ body chief

Ceasefire in Gaza badly needed: Egypt

Kuwait commends Palestinian women amid conflict
NEW YORK, March 14, (KUNA): In light of attending the 
68th Session of the UN Commission on the Status of Women, 
Minister Al-Sabah said in a statement to KUNA that Palestin-
ian women pay the price for an unjust aggression that killed 
tens of thousands of their children.

The Minister added that despite the war in Gaza, the Pales-
tinian woman remains steadfast, commending her on her un-
wavering model with pride and appreciation.

He noted that establishing the National Committee for 
women, peace and security comes as a proof of Kuwaits belief 
in the priority and concern of women’s issues in the work of 
the United Nations.

He added that the committee is keen on developing a co-
ordinated plan between state bodies to implement the United 
Nations security council resolution (1325) on women, peace 
and security. 

Meanwhile, Kuwaiti Minister of Foreign Affairs Abdul-
lah Al-Yahya received a written letter by his Palestinian 
counterpart Dr. Riyadh Al-Maliki about the current situa-
tion in Palestine and the Israeli occupation’s continued vio-
lations.

The letter was received during the Kuwaiti minister’s 
meeting with Palestinian Ambassador to Kuwait Rami Tah-
boub, said a statement by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs on 
Wednesday.

The statement reiterated Kuwait’s firm position towards the 
Palestinian cause, condemning the Israeli occupation’s attacks 
against the Palestinians.

Al-Yahya underscored that the systematic crimes committed 
by the Israeli occupation violate global human rights and inter-
national laws, praying to Almighty Allah to protect the Palestin-
ians from harm especially during the holy month of Ramadan. 

Elsewhere, Egypt’s President Abdelfattah El-Sisi has 
stressed the need for an immediate ceasefire in the Gaza Strip 
to end the current humanitarian disaster.

Speaking at a joint news conference with visiting Dutch 
Prime Minister Mark Rutte on Wednesday, El-Sisi warned that 
Israel’s targeting of the UNRWA runs counter to humanitar-
ian values.

He said that Egypt has repeatedly cautioned against the Is-
raeli plans aiming to carry out a ground military operation in 
Palestine’s Rafah City that will jeopardize the lives of more 
than 1.5 million people.

The decision of some countries to suspend their contribu-
tions to the UNRWA contradicts humanitarian norms and val-
ues, he affirmed.

He referred that the UNRWA has a key role in receiving and 
handing out aid in Gaza and this role should continue.

Palestinians’ sufferings over decades can stop only through 
recognizing a Palestinian state with UN full membership and 
implementing the two-state solution in line with international 
references, El-Sisi affirmed.

The Israeli occupation forces’ practices against Palestin-
ian civilians in the Strip is a flagrant violation of interna-
tional law and international humanitarian law, El-Sisi made 
clear.

He said his talks with Rutte focused on the situation in the 
region, mainly the war in Gaza, reiterating the need of reach-
ing ceasefire and stopping Israeli atrocities.

The talks reflected identical views that Egypt is an EU reli-
able partner in all fields, including combating illegal migration 
and terrorism.

“Our discussions highlighted alignment in views with re-
gard to Egypt’s crucial role as a reliable partner for the Eu-
ropean Union and its member states on a range of common 
ground issues, including illegal migration, combating terror-
ism, and reinforcing security and stability in the region so as to 
achieve Egyptian European interests,” El-Sisi said, according 
to Egyptian presidency’s website.

His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Dr. Mohammad 
Sabah Al-Salem Al-Sabah received on Thursday at Bay-
an Palace the chief and members of the Kuwait Associa-
tion for Needy Families.

He also received Private Schools Union of Kuwait and 
parents of martyrs and the missing individuals.

On Wednesday, His Highness the Prime Minister 
Sheikh Dr. Mohammad Sabah Al-Salem Al-Sabah and 
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Cabinet Affairs 
Shereeda Al-Mousherji received at Bayan Palace Kuwait 
Red Crescent Society (KRCS) Chairman Dr. Hilal Al-
Sayer and the volunteer medical team of KRCS returning 

from Gaza.
Attending the meeting was Minister of Commerce and 

Industry Abdullah Al-Jouaan.
In a press conference, His Highness the Prime Minister 

praised the voluntary medical teams initiative, which re-
flected Kuwaits nature in helping any person in need and 
treated unjustly. He noted the injustice that befell Pales-
tinians from the barbaric occupation.

His Highness the Prime Minister added that what the 
medical team has done is a pride of Kuwait and a his-
torical moment for the staff and generations to come. 
(KUNA)

IT IS a well-known fact the tail 
of a dog can never be straight-
ened.

Similar, is the path of those 
who engage in theft, deceit, 
falsehoods, and duplicity, both 
here and all over the world. 

Their reckoning is impend-
ing, for divine justice leaves 
no shadow of escape for 
wrongdoers. They’ve pilfered, 
deceived, masqueraded, and 
employed persuasive lan-
guage, organizing into groups, 
each playing their part to 
weave a web of deception.

… Yet tomorrow is another 
day.

Zahed Matar

March 17-June 17

By Munif Naif and Saud Al-Farhan
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, March 14: The Deputy Prime 
Minister, Minister of Defense and Acting Min-
ister of Interior Sheikh Fahad Yousef Al-Sabah 
has issued a decision to grant a grace period 
from March 17, 2024 to June 17, 2024 to expa-
triates who are in violation of the residency law 
and its executive regulations. 

This decision was taken on the occasion of the month of 
Ramadan and coincides with His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah’s assumption of the 
reins of power, consolidating the humanitarian role of the 
State of Kuwait at all levels and fulfilling its lofty mission 
as a center for humanitarian work.

In a press statement, the Ministry of Interior announced the 
violators of the residency law will be allowed to pay the relevant 

Continued on Page 5

Photo by Mahmoud Jadeed
Increased traffic congestion is observed on Kuwaiti roads during 
the afternoon as working hours are reduced for the holy month 

of Ramadan.

PM Diwan photos
HH the PM receives parents of martyrs and missing individuals.

HH the PM receives the president and members of Private Schools Union 
of Kuwait.

HH the PM receives the Chairman and members of the Kuwait Association 
for Needy Families.

Warm mornings, cooler evenings

Kuwait braces for dusty winds,
thunderstorms over weekend
KUWAIT CITY, March 14, (KUNA): Kuwait 
weather is expected to have warm mornings and 
cooler temperatures in the evenings with chanc-
es of thunderous rain and dusty winds, said Ku-
wait Meteorology Department Thursday. 

The department director, Abdulaziz Al-
Qarawi, said in a statement to KUNA that the 
weather maps’ data indicated warm, humid 
winds in addition to cloudy skies during the 
weekend. 

Thursday morning would be warm with light 
southeastern dusty winds and temperature highs 
between 26 and 29 degrees Celsius accompa-
nied with chances of rain.

Meanwhile, Thursday evening would lean 
towards more southeastern winds and higher 
chances of thunderous rain and gusts of dust 
with temperatures ranging between 15 and 18 
degrees Celsius, added Al-Qarawi.

Al-Qarawi mentioned the weather on Fri-
day morning would be warm and cloudy with 
unstable winds ranging between 10-42 km/h 
and temperature highs between 25 and 27 de-
grees.

Friday evening would see cooler tempera-
tures between 16 and 19 degrees Celsius with a 
chance of precipitation and fog, he added.

Day by Day

KUWAIT CITY: Kuwaiti Deputy 
Foreign Minister Ambassador 
Sheikh Jarrah Jaber Al-Ah-
mad Al-Sabah received US 
Ambassador to Kuwait Karen 
Hideko Sasahara on Thursday.

During the meeting, they 
talked about bilateral relations 
between the two friendly nations 
and issues of mutual interest. 
(KUNA)

❑      ❑     ❑

CAIRO: Arab Parliament Presi-
dent Adel Al-Asoomi called for 
exerting more efforts to combat 
Islamophobia worldwide.

Al-Asoomi said on Thurs-
day, in a statement marking the 
International Day to Combat Is-
lamophobia, that it became very 
dangerous for Muslims in foreign 
countries, where they face many 
types of racism and discrimina-
tion as a result of relating Islam 
to terrorism. (KUNA)

❑      ❑     ❑

TUNIS: A gas leak-caused fi re at 
a petroleum company in Rades in 
the Tunisian capital of Tunis on 
Thursday triggered an explosion 
of multiple gas cylinders and in-
jured 38 people, according to the 
National Offi ce for Civil Protec-
tion of Tunisia (ONPC).

Spokesperson for ONPC Brig. 
Moaz Tarea said in a press state-
ment that they were able to control 
the fi re, and 19 out of the 38 in-
juries were transported to hospital 
with injuries varying of fi rst and 
second degree severity, including 
four in critical condition. (KUNA)

❑      ❑     ❑

BRUSSELS: The International 
Organization for Migration 
(IOM) said Thursday that it needs 
119 million US dollars to support 
nearly one million Rohingya ref-
ugees in the largest refugee camp 
in the world in Cox’s Bazar in 
Bangladesh.

It is part of the joint response 
plan that the organization 
launched Tuesday in partnership 
with the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees and 
under the overall leadership of 
the Government of Bangladesh.

“The world today is suffering 
from many crises, but we cannot 
forget the urgent needs of Roh-
ingya refugees and the response 
efforts in Bangladesh,” IOM Di-
rector-General Amy Pope said in 
a statement. (KUNA)

❑      ❑     ❑

DUBAI: Yemen’s Houthi rebels 
claim to have a new, hypersonic 
missile in their arsenal, Russia’s 
state media reported Thursday, 
potentially raising the stakes in 
their ongoing attacks on shipping 
in the Red Sea and surrounding 
waterways against the backdrop 
of Israel’s war on Hamas in the 
Gaza Strip.

The report by the state-run 
RIA Novosti news agency cited 
an unnamed offi cial but pro-
vided no evidence for the claim. 
It comes as Moscow maintains 
an aggressively counter-Western 
foreign policy amid its grinding 
war on Ukraine. (AP)

Newswatch

Ramadan Timings
Iftar  ................... Friday  ....................... 17:57
Imsak  ..........  Saturday ................. 04:35
Iftar  ...................Saturday..............17:58 
Imsak ...............  Sunday  ..................... 04:34

Road safety includes verbal restraint
KUWAIT CITY, March 14: A 
phrase uttered by an expatriate 
‘By God, I don’t know if the in-
sults and slander will stop’ has 
landed the man in trouble, reports 
Al-Anba daily.

The expatriate said this to a 
Kuwaiti, when the latter due to 
sheer reckless driving almost 
caused an accident. However, 
the Kuwaiti reported the incident 
to the authorities, accusing the 
expatriate of insulting and de-
faming him. 

When the expatriate was sum-
moned for interrogation, after 
the General Traffic Department 
helped identify him, he denied 
intentionally insulting the citizen, 
stating that the phrase was uttered 
in the heat of the moment after 
narrowly avoiding an accident 

caused by the citizen’s reckless 
driving.

The incident was registered by 
the authorities as a misdemeanor 
and the expatriate said he did not 
intend to insult or defame the 
citizen, explaining that the phrase 
was a spontaneous reaction to the 
dangerous driving behavior of the 
citizen.

The case highlights the impor-
tance of exercising caution and 
refraining from engaging in con-
frontational behavior, especially 
on public roads where such inci-
dents can escalate quickly. 

It also underscores the need for 
clear communication and under-
standing of cultural and linguistic 
nuances to avoid misunderstand-
ings and potential legal repercus-
sions.

Continued on Page 5

Continued on Page 5

MoFA photo
Kuwait FM receives letter on developments from Pales-

tinian FM.
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Fajr  ........ 04:41
Sunrise ..  05:59
Zohr .......  11:57

Asr .......... 15:22
Maghrib .. 17:55
Isha  ........ 19:12

 Prayer Timings
Expected weather for next 24 hrs:

By Day: Warm and partly cloudy 
to cloudy with light to moderate 
freshening at times southeasterly 
wind to light variable wind, with 
speeds of 10-42 km/h with a chance 
for rain that might be thundery at 
times and a chance for fog forming 

at night.
By Night: Rather cold and cloudy 

with light to moderate freshening at 
times southeasterly wind to souther-
ly wind, with speeds of 10-40 km/h 
with a chance for rain that might be 
thundery at times and a chance for 
fog forming over some areas.

Station Max Exp Min Rec
Kuwait City 27 18
Kuwait Airport 27 13
Abdaly 28 12
Jahra 28 16
Salmiyah 23 18
Nuwaisib 24 12
Wafra 28 12

Weather 

BIOMETRIC/FINGERPRINT APPOINTMENT: https://meta.e.gov.kw/En/

‘Nazaha’ takes part in UN program

‘Empower women professionals in security, anti-corruption, judiciary jobs’
VIENNA, March 14, (KUNA): Kuwait 
Anti-Corruption Authority (Nazaha), repre-
sented by the Head of International Coop-
eration and Agreements, Ms. Anwar Al-Qa-
deeri, participated Wednesday in the launch 
of the program “Empowering Women in 
Justice/for Justice”. 

The launch took place during a high-level 
event that was organized by the United Na-
tions Offi ce on Drugs and Crime’s (UNO-
DC) Global Judicial Integrity Network and 
the Global Operational Network of Anti-
Corruption Law Enforcement Authorities 
(GlobE Network) under the umbrella of the 
UNODC.

The program aims 
to empower women 
professionals in law 
enforcement authori-
ties, anti-corruption 
agencies, and the judi-
ciary by bringing them 
together with experts 
in these areas to share 
lessons learned, expe-
riences, and practical 
career advice. 

Based on its active 
participation in international anti-corruption 
forums and its cooperation with GlobE Net-
work, Nazaha was chosen to participating in 
launching the pilot phase of this program.

Held at the United Nations Headquarters 
in Vienna, Republic of Austria, the high-
level event coincided with International Day 
of Women Judges.

It was attended by the Executive Director 
of UNODC, Ghada Wali, and the Minister 
of Justice of the Republic of Austria, Alma 
Zadic.

The event featured Ministers of Justice, 
judges, and founders of women’s empower-
ment movements in the Republic of Ghana, 
the Republic of Serbia, the United States of 
America, the Republic of the Philippines, 
and Trinidad and Tobago.

In her speech, Al-Qadeeri emphasized 
the pivotal role of women in justice, law en-
forcement, and combating corruption. She 
highlighted the need for women to support 
each other in overcoming the challenges 
they face in their professional lives. 

Al-Qadeeri also highlighted Kuwait’s ef-
forts to empower women in the judiciary, 
citing that in September 2020, eight Kuwaiti 
female prosecutors were sworn in, becom-

ing the fi rst female judges in the history of 
the State of Kuwait-a signifi cant step toward 
empowering women in this fi eld.

Furthermore, she highlighted the impor-
tance of men’s role in empowering women, 
adding that Nazaha has fostered a positive 
environment for women to assume impor-
tant positions. 

She mentioned that women at Nazaha 
have leading roles in the Board of Trust-
ees and are heading vital sectors such as 
the Financial Disclosure Sector and the 
Prevention of Corruption Sector. She 
further pointed out that women consti-
tute a large proportion of the workforce 
in Nazaha, including legal auditors, engi-
neers, and others.

It is worth noting that Nazaha joined 
GlobE Network on 12 October 2021. It is 
a network that facilitates information shar-
ing among frontline anti-corruption law en-
forcement offi cials. 

The network also provides knowledge re-
sources and tools to track, investigate, and 
prosecute cases of cross-border corruption 
through secure communication channels.

Nazaha has played an active role since the 
establishment of GlobE Network and partic-
ipated in the technical discussions prior to 
the adoption of its Charter. 

Nazaha also chaired an international 
workshop organized by GlobE Network and 
holds memberships in its thematic working 
groups.

Additionally, Nazaha was a facilitator in 
several sessions of these working groups. 
Nazaha has also contributed to the GlobE 
Network’s knowledge resources, such as 
the Compendium of Practices on Informal 
Cooperation in Translational Corruption 
Cases and the Directory of Open-Source 
Registries. 

Nazaha continues to provide insights into 
the GlobE Network in order to support law 
enforcement authorities in the fi ght against 
corruption.

At the end of the event, Al-Qadeeri ad-
dressed her speech to the UNODC Execu-
tive Director, Ghada Wali, expressing hopes 
for the success of the program launch. She 
concluded by saying that the program will 
contribute to strengthening women’s self-
belief, helping them overcome challenges 
and stereotypes, and enabling them to ad-
vance in their careers and take up leadership 
positions.

Other Voices

The ‘oppressed’ plastic bag
By Ahmad alsarraf

Ten years ago, California became 
the first American state to ban the 

use of single-use plastic bags. This en-
couraged other states to follow suit, and 
plastic became a bogeyman. However, 
environmental activists have recently 
noticed that plas-
tic bag waste, by 
weight, is increas-
ing to unprec-
edented levels. 

In the year the 
ban was passed, 
158,000 tons of 
this waste were 
disposed of in 
California alone, 
and by 2022, it had 
risen to 231,000 
tons, an increase 
of 47%. The per capita share rose from 
4 tons per thousand in 2014 to nearly 6 
tons per thousand in 2022.

 It turned out that the problem was 
with a provision of the prohibition law 
that allowed grocery stores and ma-
jor retailers to provide thicker, heavier 
plastic bags to customers in exchange 
for paying 10 cents per bag, to encour-
age them to reuse them again. They are 
also made of 20% recyclable materials, 
but because they didn’t look much dif-
ferent from the fragile bags that were 
banned, and many people did not actu-
ally reuse them, even though they bore 
the “recycle” symbol.

 If we had not looked inside the plas-
tic shopping bags, which many coun-
tries have banned from using in grocery 
and retail stores, and what we put in 
them while we were shopping, whether 
food or other consumer items, we would 
have found that the fruits and food items 

in them, fresh or canned, were original-
ly wrapped in plastic or similar materi-
als; such as foam materials or packaged 
in plastic materials, such as ice cream, 
dairy products, ketchup, salad mixes, 
honey, vegetables, fresh juices, and 
hundreds of similar materials. 

As for non-food items, the situation 
is even more ridiculous, as the majority 
of their containers are made of plastic, 
such as shampoo, conditioner, cleaning 
tools and materials, and many others. 
Water also reaches our homes through 
materials made of plastic, and replacing 
them with copper, lead, or galvanized 
iron is harmful and very expensive. 

Plastic is also used in thousands of in-
dustries, such as clothes, toothbrushes, 
cosmetics, medical glasses, accesso-
ries for cars, airplanes, ships, furniture, 
shoes, camp covers, and farms of veg-
etables, fruits, poultry, and animals. 

Therefore, it is ridiculous to focus on 
plastic bags, and leave other packaging 
machines that pollute the environment 
without restrictions to use it. Therefore, 
plastic will remain in our lives for many 
decades to come, and oil, the source of 
plastic, will remain dominant for many 
years to come.

 This does not mean at all leaving 
the issue as it is, as many do not know 
the amount of ultra-fi ne plastic materi-
als that enter our bodies, amounting to 
hundreds of thousands, through a plastic 
water bottle the size of one and a half 
liters. Therefore, we must all, as indi-
viduals, society and government, strive 
to increase the percentage of these ma-
terials that are reused, as this is the ef-
fective solution, and not preventing the 
use of plastic in our lives, as most of it 
is not left behind!

❑     ❑     ❑

e-mail: a.alsarraf@alqabas.com.kw

alsarraf

Children trying to fast cautioned
KUWAIT CITY, March 14: Although 
fasting during the holy month of Ramadan 
is not obligatory for children, there is a 
desire among many of them to participate 
in this noble act of worship just like their 
parents. Therefore, we must be aware that 
children’s bodies are more susceptible to 
dehydration and low blood sugar, com-
pared to adults, reports Al-Qabas daily.

 In this context, the pediatric consul-
tant at Jaber Al-Ahmad Hospital, Dr. 
Khaled Kalender has given several tips 
for children to fast safely such as:

 -- Gradual fasting according to age 

and physical ability.
-- Eat the suhoor meal, delaying it as 

much as possible, and ensuring that it 
contains complete nutritional elements.

-- Pay attention to signs of dehydra-
tion or low blood sugar during fasting, 
such as headache, nausea, lethargy, dry 
mouth, extreme thirst, tremors, or ex-
cessive sweating.

-- Stay away from soft drinks and 
sweetened juices.

-- Follow up a child with chronic 
diseases and a diabetic patient with the 
treating physician on a regular basis.

Anwar Al-Qadeeri 

Rare stability in domestic sector
Keep away from fictitious maid offices, public warned

KUWAIT CITY, March 14: General Man-
ager of Al-Durra Domestic Labor Recruit-
ment Company Muhammad Fahd Al-
Zoubi has confirmed that the holy month 
of Ramadan this year witnessed unprec-
edented stability in the domestic labor sec-
tor due to the decision of the Ministry of 
Commerce to fix the fee for recruiting a 
domestic worker at KD 750 including the 
plane ticket, reports Al-Anba daily.

He said the number of female workers escaping 
from their employers and being exploited by some do-
mestic labor recruitment office owners has decreased, 
coinciding with the high demand for these workers 
in Ramadan and the disappearance of fake advertise-
ments about temporary workers.  He added all these 
are attributed to the efforts of the Joint Committee 
to strictly enforce the laws on labor recruitment of-
fices.  He pointed out that the fake offices are one of 
the reasons for the prevalence of absconding cases 
among domestic workers, especially before Ramadan. 
The awareness of citizens and expatriates also played 
a role as they follow the laws and instructions in this 
regard, he affirmed.

He warned citizens and residents against dealing with fi c-
titious or fraudulent entities that use the company’s name 
and logo on social media sites, taking advantage of its suc-
cess in attracting many citizens and expatriates to recruit do-
mestic workers at the same government price.  He asserted 
that legal procedures are in place, and the company follows 
these procedures to pursue those who impersonate its name 
and capacity.

Bid to foster education, 
hunt talent in children
KUWAIT CITY, March 14: The memorandum of under-
standing signed between Kuwait Insurance Company and 
the Sabah Al-Ahmad Center for Giftedness and Creativ-
ity marks a signifi cant step towards fostering education 
and talent development among children and youth in Ku-
wait, reports Al-Jarida daily.

By sponsoring specialized programs in science and 
technology, both organizations aim to hone the skills and 
mental abilities of young individuals, preparing them for 
future success and contributing to the nation’s develop-
ment.

Kuwait Insurance Company’s decision to sponsor the 
Kangaroo Mathematics Competition further underscores 
its commitment to supporting educational initiatives.

This competition, renowned internationally and 
held in over 70 countries, provides a platform for 
students to showcase their mathematical abilities 
and passion for the subject. By participating in such 
events, students not only enhance their mathematical 
skills but also develop critical thinking and problem-
solving abilities essential for their academic and pro-
fessional journeys.

CEO Sami Sharif emphasized the importance of 
education and talent development in nation-building, 
highlighting the role of the younger generation as the 
backbone of the country’s progress. Through initia-
tives like the Kangaroo Mathematics Competition, 
Kuwait Insurance Company aims to instill a love for 
mathematics and promote its practical applications in 
various aspects of life.

Nada Al-Daihani, the Director General of the Sabah 
Al-Ahmad Center for Giftedness and Creativity, ex-
pressed appreciation for the partnership with Kuwait 
Insurance Company and underscored their joint com-
mitment to empowering children and youth towards 
success and prosperity. By leveraging modern tech-
nology and exchanging experiences, both organiza-
tions seek to serve society and contribute to its ad-
vancement.

Overall, this collaboration between Kuwait Insurance 
Company and the Sabah Al-Ahmad Center for Gifted-
ness and Creativity refl ects a shared vision of investing in 
the future generation and nurturing their potential to drive 
innovation and progress in Kuwait.

KUNA photo
Minister of Foreign Affairs Abdullah Al-Yahya receives credentials of the new Geor-

gian ambassador.

New Georgia envoy takes charge
Kuwaiti Minister of Foreign Affairs Ab-
dullah Al-Yahya on Wednesday re-
ceived a copy of credentials of newly ap-
pointed Ambassador of Georgia to the 
State of Kuwait Noshrevan Lomtatidze. 

During the meeting, Al-Yahya wished 
the new ambassador success in his new 
post and more development for bilateral 
ties between the two friendly countries. 
(KUNA)

Job-seekers opinion sought

MoI updates Ramadan work hours
KUWAIT CITY, March 14: The Ministry of 
Interior (MoI) has announced updated work-
ing hours for various departments under its 
jurisdiction, reports Al-Anba daily.
The General Administration of Service 
Centers will operate in two shifts: the morn-
ing shift will run from 9:30 am to 2:00 pm, 
while the evening shift will commence at 
2:30 pm and conclude at 5:00 pm.

The departments associated with the Gen-
eral Traffi c Department, including technical 
inspection departments and testing centers, 
will operate from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm. Ve-
hicles testing departments will begin opera-
tions at 9:30 am and conclude at 3:30 pm.

The working hours for the General Ad-
ministration of the Coast Guard will be from 
8:00 am to 1:30 pm.

❑     ❑     ❑

‘Give your opinions’: The CEO of the Ku-
wait Petroleum Corporation (KPC) , Sheikh 

Nawaf Saud Al-Sabah, has called on work-
ers in the oil sector to give their opinions on 
the job engagement questionnaire, consider-
ing that it comes from the most important 
source of the oil sector, which is human en-
ergy, reports Al-Rai daily. 

He went on to say, “Give your opinion, 
do not hesitate... Employees’ comfort is 
important to the executive management, 
and expressing your opinions in the job 
questionnaire will give you the oppor-
tunity to express the results frankly and 
confidentially, without interference from 
any party.”

Al-Saud asked the workers to follow up 
on the e-mail that will reach them next week 
from the consulting company Confrey, indi-
cating that participation in the questionnaire 
will provide the information and sugges-
tions required to develop work, raise the ef-
fi ciency of operations, and continue the usu-
al innovation and creativity in the oil sector.

Plan to build big mosque in Milan

KUWAIT CITY, March 14: Chairman 
of the Board of Directors of the Islamic 
Culture House in Milan, Italy Mahmoud 
Asfa confi rmed that he is keen on cor-
recting the wrong image of Islam in 
the West, combat hatred and promote 
acceptance of others, reports Al-Qabas 
daily.

Asfa revealed to the daily that he vis-
ited Kuwait with his wife Shatha Ah-
mad Ali, who works as an Arabic lan-
guage teacher for non-native speakers in 
Milan, in order to collect donations to 
build a mosque in Milan.  He said the 
mosque will be the center of worship 
and a house of intellectual, cultural and 
jurisprudential radiation for Muslims, as 
well as for spreading the correct Islamic 
culture that the West desires.  It is also 
aimed at informing others about the tol-
erant teachings of Islam and its dedica-
tion to humanity, justice, love and good-
ness, he added.

He stated that he and his wife are 
guests of the International Islamic Char-
itable Organization; calling on generous 
people to donate for the construction of 
this mosque, stressing that Kuwait Al-
Khair is a pioneer in supporting Islamic 
and charitable projects.

He disclosed he immigrated to Italy 
to study in 1982, and that this choice 
was related to the World Cup.

He added: “I asked my father to al-
low me to study in Italy, because of my 
attachment to football.  He agreed and 
I arrived there in 1982, during which I 
participated in the World Cup celebra-
tions. We have a religious upbringing.  
I pray regularly.  When I traveled to the 
West, I had the challenge to adhere to 
the Islamic religion, such that I started 
frequenting Islamic centers and moved 
to Milan.  The presence of Muslims in 
Italy was huge in the 1970s.  We estab-
lished the House of Islamic Culture with 
the participation of university students 
from Palestine, Jordan, Lebanon, Iraq, 

Syria, and various nationalities. We 
rented a building for Friday prayers and 
engaged in some religious activities. 
Then, the number increased; hence, the 
need for a center that brings together all 
Muslims there.  The House of Islamic 
Culture was founded in 1992.  We be-
gan to bring together all Muslims there, 
provided all services, establish social 
work, and organized religious and cul-
tural activities.

He pointed out that students from 
100 Italian public schools visit the 
House of Islamic Culture, which is 
located in an old building and it is 
not a mosque.  It is a cultural center 
that welcomes those wishing to visit.  
We coordinate with the municipality 
of Milan to give lectures on Islam in 
schools and universities.  We asked 
the municipality for a cemetery to 
bury Muslims, and the House of Is-
lamic Culture is supervising it.

He touched on the West’s wrong 
view of Islam, pointing out that he wrote 
a book about true Islam and this book 
contributed to guiding many people 
and converting them to Islam. He said 
a large percentage of people in Italy, es-
pecially women, convert to Islam when 
they learn the truth about the Islamic re-
ligion, which is fair to women and dedi-
cates human love, justice and goodness 
for the benefi t of societies.  We have 
succeeded in demonstrating Islam’s 
honor for women and its dedication to 
justice and human love.”

On the other hand, Shatha Ahmad 
Ali, who is also a social activist and re-
sponsible for parents in Italian schools, 
confi rmed that she is keen on raising 
her children well.  She initially suffered 
from lack of tools that help Muslims 
raise their children properly; hence, the 
need for the House of Islamic Culture, 
in addition to the Islamic culture that is 
based on the tolerant teachings of the 
true religion.

‘Need to correct wrong image
of Islam, promote tolerance’

MPW plans to upgrade 
infrastructure network

By Mohammad Ghanem
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, March 14: Acting Undersecretary of 
the Ministry of Public Works Eid Al-Rashidi says the 
ministry, through its future plans, seeks to develop, 
modernize and raise the efficiency of the infrastruc-
ture network in the various governorates of the State 
of Kuwait.

In a press statement, Al-Rashidi affirmed that the 
ministry is in the process of signing an agreement to 
improve the infrastructure of Shamiya and Shuwaikh 
areas.

He explained that the ministry’s plans include im-
proving the infrastructure of Jahra, Oyoun, Waha, 
Tayma, Qasr, Naeem and other areas in various gov-
ernorates of the State of Kuwait. The ministry is com-
municating with the regulatory authorities to complete 
its procedures.

It recently concluded two maintenance contracts for 
the Yarmouk and Qurtuba at a value exceeding KD 26 
million.

What distinguishes such contracts is that they are com-
prehensive, which means they include infrastructure, 
lighting, sanitation, and rain drainage, as well as asphalt 
works in an integrated manner.

On the other hand, the Public Authority for Roads 
and Transportation (PART) announced a temporary 
diversion of the Fifth Ring Road in both directions 
(the intersection of the Fifth Ring Road and Ibn Al-
Qasim Street) on Friday and Saturday morning from 
2:00 am to 9:00 am in coordination with the General 
Traffic Department.

MoI designates hotline to report phenomenon of begging
KUWAIT CITY, March 14: The Ministry 
of Interior has taken proactive measures 
to address the issue of begging, designat-
ing a hotline within the Criminal Security 
Sector for swift response to such cases. 
Emphasizing the gravity of begging as a 
societal offense that tarnishes the civi-
lized fabric, the Ministry underscores its 

commitment to bolstering security efforts 
against this phenomenon, reports Al-An-
ba daily.

The General Department of Security Re-
lations and Media urges public cooperation 
with the General Department of Criminal 
Investigation by promptly reporting any in-
stances of begging. Citizens can reach out 

via designated hotline numbers: 25589655 
and 25589644, or utilize the emergency line 
(112), operational round the clock. It em-
phasizes the citizen’s role as a guardian of 
their homeland, emphasizing the collective 
responsibility for the welfare of society.

❑     ❑     ❑

Check on meat rates: The price monitor-
ing team at the Ministry of Commerce and 
Industry has inspected the meat stores in 
wholesale markets in Shuwaikh to monitor 
the prices and supply, since meat is one of 
the basic commodities that is in high de-
mand during the holy month of Ramadan, 
reports Al-Anba daily. 
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A DIGEST OF PUBLIC OPINION

diwaniya

Once again ... consequences 
of carrying ‘dual citizenship’
“WE stand at the precipice of a new 
council, mindful of the perils of dupli-
cation that have previously threatened 
our nation’s core interests. The past 
council’s failure to uphold our supreme 
interests led to its dissolution, under-
scoring the urgency of addressing the 
issue of duplication among council 
members,” columnist Dr. Saud Mo-
hammad Al-Asfour wrote for Al-Qa-
bas daily.

“We do not question the past coun-
cil’s composition, but rather emphasize 
the necessity for stringent scrutiny of 
candidates to prevent the infi ltration 
of duplicity. Priority must be given to 
ensuring that candidates for both cur-
rent and future councils are free from 
any allegiance to other nations, as dual 
citizenship poses a risk of confl icting 
loyalties.

“Those who 
willingly hold citi-
zenship of another 
country or conceal 
their lack of eligi-
bility for Kuwaiti 
citizenship must 
be disqualifi ed 
from the National 
Assembly. Dual 
allegiance under-
mines the ability 
to make impartial 
decisions in matters concerning both 
nations, necessitating the revocation of 
Kuwaiti citizenship to uphold national 
security.

“Obtaining citizenship through 
fraudulent means violates Kuwaiti law 
and undermines its integrity. Individu-
als knowingly engaging in such acts 
must face immediate consequences, in-
cluding the revocation of citizenship, to 
uphold the sanctity of the law.

 “Legislative councils serve as guard-
ians of national interests and cannot tol-
erate compromises or divided loyalties. 
Removing individuals with dual citizen-
ship from these councils is imperative to 
safeguard Kuwait’s sovereignty and en-
sure unwavering dedication to its people.

 “Granting privileges of Kuwaiti 
citizenship to dual nationals creates a 
loophole that must be closed. Individu-
als and their associates may exploit 
their dual status for personal gain, un-
dermining the integrity of the citizen-
ship process.

 “The Central Agency for Address-
ing the Situations of Illegal Residents, 
led by Dr Saleh Al-Fadala, plays a 
crucial role in identifying and expos-
ing individuals with dual citizenship. 
Empowering this agency to detect and 
address instances of duplicity is essen-
tial to preserving our national integrity.

 “Urgent action is needed to scruti-
nize candidates for council candidacy 
and verify their eligibility to represent 
Kuwait. It is imperative to ensure that 
council members are solely committed 
to serving the interests of Kuwait and 
its citizens.”

 Also:
“Stories of China and Kuwait” de-

serves to be a reference for knowing 
this relationship that extends from 1971 
to the present day, 35 authors belong-
ing to various sectors, whose articles 
contain accurate stories about friend-
ship and relations between the two 
countries. When we say that there is a 
Chinese community in Kuwait is not 
news, but for a Kuwaiti citizen to go 
to live and settle in China, this is news, 
and what I found in the book “Stories 
of China and Kuwait” deserves to be a 
reference for knowing this relationship 
extending from 1971 to our days. 35 
authors belonging to various sectors, 
their articles contain accurate stories 
about friendship and relations between 
the two countries,” columnist Hamza 
Alyan wrote for Al-Jarida daily.

 “What I found in the book will pro-
vide also for the readers valuable and 
detailed information about events and 
personalities that contributed to build-
ing a bridge of cooperation, Chinese 
and Kuwaiti stories, and the idea of a 
book that is really interesting to read, 
narrated within the framework of a se-
ries of books published under the title 
“We and You” in the Arabic language.

 “Dr. Hussein Al-Moussawi tells 
the story of his love for China after he 
became satisfi ed with his studies of its 
history and future. He decided to move 
and immigrate there with his children, 
when he submitted his resignation from 
the Kuwait Institute for Scientifi c Re-
search, which was in 1998, and to work 
as a university professor specializing in 
engineering and the English language, 
and he bought a house for himself in 
the capital, Beijing (Jianwei District) 
and then opened a commercial offi ce 
related to the manufacture of agricul-
tural equipment, fertilizers, textile trade 
and electrical appliances.

 “China offers 5 scholarships to Ku-
wait and there are students studying 
in its universities. The Chinese-Arab 
friendship goes deep into history, as the 
overland Silk Road and the maritime 
Spice Road linked China with the Arab 
countries since ancient times. Among 
the most famous ambassadors of friend-
ship are “Gan Ying” and “Ibn Battuta.” 
Today, 22 Arab countries establish dip-
lomatic and cultural relations that took 
place over the years from 1956 to 1990.

 “There are great differences between 
Kuwait and China, in terms of area, popu-
lation, social system, and culture, but they 
have commonalities, which is their adher-
ence to the fi ve principles of peaceful co-
existence as a basis for developing rela-
tions, understanding, and mutual support.

 “China declared its opposition to 
the annexation and invasion of Kuwait 
and asked Iraq to withdraw its forces 
without conditions and restore the inde-
pendence and unity of Kuwait. During 
the invasion in 1990, there were a total 

of 5,000 Chinese workers in Kuwait be-
longing to 13 companies.

 “They were removed in batches and 
in cooperation with the Chinese embas-
sies in Kuwait, Baghdad and Jordan. 
Negotiations to establish diplomatic 
relations began on March 12, 1971 
between the heads of the two delega-
tions (Rashid Abdulaziz Al-Rashed and 
Gong Dafi ).

 “On March 22, 1971, after signing 
the statement establishing relations, 
Kuwait informed the Taiwan Embassy 
in writing of this matter, and then the 
Undersecretary of the Kuwaiti Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs announced that the 
government had abandoned maintain-
ing diplomatic relations with it.

 “At the end of July 1971, the fi rst 
Chinese ambassador to Kuwait left 
Beijing and presented his credentials 
to Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Salem Al-
Sabah. You read Chinese testimonies 
about Iraq’s occupation of Kuwait, 
how Chinese nationals were evacuated 
under the fl ames of war, and memories 
of the Chinese oil fi refi ghting team that 
participated in extinguishing Well No. 
168 in the Burgan fi eld in 1991.

“The fi rst cooperation between the 
Kuwait Fund for Development and 
China was in 1982 by providing a loan 
to fi nance a cement factory. Until 2014, 
the total number of projects reached 37 
worth about 952 million US dollars.

“Thus, Kuwait is the Arab country 
that provides China with preferential 
loans. In the book, there is a testimony 
by Mrs. Aisha Al-Ghais, wife of the 
Kuwaiti Ambassador to China, Faisal 
Al-Ghais, about her time of work there 
and her impressions and experiences 
recorded by a Chinese researcher who 
conducted an interview with her, enti-
tled ‘A Caring Heart Across Borders’.

“Cultural and educational aspects 
and more than half a century of rela-
tions between the two countries, Ku-
wait is the fi rst Gulf country to establish 
diplomatic relations with China, and 
the fi rst initiator at the Arab and Gulf 
levels to sign the Belt and Road Project, 
which was launched by the Chinese 
President in 2013.”

❑     ❑     ❑

“Ramadan is a month of worship, not 
for political marketing… Do we have 
the month of Ramadan, the month of 
goodness, about which the Messenger 
of Allah (may Allah bless him and 
grant him peace) said: ‘When Rama-
dan comes, the gates of Paradise are 
opened, the gates of Hell are closed, 
and the devils are chained’? Instead of 
competing in worship and to win obedi-
ence, some compete to achieve person-
al interests,” columnist Hamad Salem 
Al-Meri wrote for Al-Seyassah daily.

“After opening the door for candidacy 
for membership in the National Assem-
bly, and setting the date for the election in 
the last 10 days of the month of Ramadan, 
many of the candidates and their support-
ers are busy in political marketing -- ei-
ther by whispering and slandering against 
the government, or by challenging the 
opponents, without us hearing or seeing 
a program or real electoral potential for 
these candidates.

“As is the custom of these people, they 
preoccupy themselves, and with them 
the Kuwaiti street, with their political 
confl icts, so the hostile records are re-
peated in every election (Al-Mariya - Al-
Mahash - Frob Al-Astabal - Al-Rabbit), 
and other terms that the Kuwaiti citizen 
is tired of, as he watches the neighboring 
countries compete in development, con-
struction and the advancement of their 
peoples. In all fi elds, we are still fi ghting 
among ourselves to achieve imaginary 
gains under the slogan of ‘democracy and 
freedom of opinion.’

“The next election will be in the last 
10 days of the blessed month of Rama-
dan, which the Messenger of Allah (may 
Allah’s prayers and peace be upon him) 
used to receive with diligence in obedi-
ence, as it includes the Night of Power, 
about which Allah said: ‘To affl ict the 
Quraysh (1) to accustom them to the 
journey of winter and summer (2) so that 
they may worship the Lord of this House. 
(3) Who fed them from hunger and made 
them safe from fear (4).’

“Instead of being preoccupied with 
worship and anticipating this great night 
to win it, some people are preoccupied 
with political confl icts and verbal ex-
changes on media channels and social 
media, either to protect the members of 
the tribe or sect, or in defense of the party, 
which would earn them a great reward, 
and to no avail desired for the country.

“For decades, we have gone from 
election to election, and the country as 
it is, has not changed for the better. Un-
fortunately, corruption has spread and 
development has been hampered.

“Fraternal advice to the Kuwaiti 
people: Give up following the political 
confl icts and verbal exchanges between 
the candidates.  Do not get carried 
away by it, and be busy with worship 
and drawing closer to Allah through all 
kinds of obedience in this holy month. 
By Allah, some of us will leave this 
life, and running after the legislative 
chair will not benefi t them. Rather, they 
will wish that they took advantage of 
the opportunity of Ramadan to win the 
pleasure of the Most Gracious.

“This election, like others in the past, 
will not change the reality of Kuwait at 
all, because winning the legislative seat 
will be based either on a tribal, sectar-
ian or partisan basis, or with the support 
of merchants.

“Some of them will be tools for the 
struggle of infl uential people outside 
the legislature. The political confl ict 
that is causing the country’s stagnation 
and disrupting its development will not 
stop... I ask Allah to protect Kuwait and 
its people.”

— Compiled by PFX Fernandes 

Dr. Al-Asfour
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Minister of Public Works Noura Al-Mishaan, project engineers visiting the site

Minister restarts ‘Darwaza’ project after 5 yrs
KUWAIT CITY, March 14: More than fi ve years after the 
closure of the Darwaza Al-Abdul Razzaq Intersection, Min-
ister of Public Works Noura Al-Mishaan has breathed new 
life into the area with the announcement that work at this 
vital junction has resumed, reports Al-Qabas daily.

By doing this, the Minister has emphasized the signifi -
cance of Darwaza Al-Abdul Razzaq as a vital area. During 
her visit to area, she declared the recommencement of work 
in adherence to the directives of the Council of Ministers.

She further stated that repair works have already com-

menced to ensure the facility’s safety and enhance its lon-
gevity.

Moreover, she unveiled a comprehensive plan aimed at 
road repairs and infrastructure modernization across the 
country. 

The Ministry of Works has entered into two contracts in 
the Capital Governorate and published 18 notices in the Of-
fi cial Gazette pertaining to road repairs, with 6 under the 
Roads Authority and 12 under the Ministry of Works, all 
aimed at preserving the integrity of the nation’s roads.

CSC starts implementation of order
on examining academic certifi cates

Decision covers Kuwaitis, expats working in public sector

KUWAIT CITY, March 14: The 
Civil Service Commission (CSC) 
has started implementing the 
directive of HH the Prime Min-
ister Sheikh Dr Mohammad Sa-
bah Al-Salem Al-Sabah to exam-
ine the academic certifi cates of 
State employees, reports Al-Qa-
bas daily quoting a government 
source.

The source told the daily that the deci-
sion covers all State employees -- citizens 
and expatriates -- who obtained post-sec-
ondary certifi cates from the beginning of 
2000 till date, and that the examination 
will not be limited to one party.

The source said the CSC has informed all 
government agencies and public institutions 
about the need to submit the academic cer-
tifi cates of their employees, along with the 
equivalencies; in preparation for examining 
the equivalencies and academic certifi cates to 
ensure their validity.

Explained
He explained that the government agen-

cies, including the ministries of Education 
and Endowments, and other bodies have in-
formed their employees in this regard; calling 
on other entities to take the same measure.  
He added that uploading academic certifi -
cates and their equivalencies on the auto-
mated system is just an initial step, affi rming 
more steps will follow later to examine the 
certifi cates.

The source indicated that the fi rst step is 

examining the certifi cates obtained outside 
the country.  “If the employee’s certifi cate 
has no equivalency as per the procedures fol-
lowed by the Ministry of Higher Education, 
the ministry will be asked to take measures 
to ensure the validity of the certifi cate by ad-
dressing the cultural offi ces and the univer-
sity from which the certifi cate was obtained 
and then issue the equivalency.  If the certifi -
cate has an equivalency, the ministry will be 
asked to verify its validity,” the source added.

Certifi cates
He pointed out that the easiest certifi cates 

to examine are those obtained in Kuwait, so 
they will be left for the fi nal stage and the 
higher education institutions in the country 
will be asked to ensure their authenticity.

He stressed that the examination proce-
dures require a great deal of time and effort, 
and that the authorities must quickly provide 
the CSC with the required data, so it can take 
measures to verify the authenticity of the cer-
tifi cates.

Regarding the legal procedures in proving 
the invalidity of a certifi cate, the sources said 
the procedures include referral to the Public 
Prosecution and holding the certifi cate holder 
accountable.

The source explained that the issue of fake 
and forged certifi cates is not urgent, as the war 
waged by the ministry against the so-called 
‘education shops’ started early, with the sus-
pension of many suspicious universities in a 
number of countries like the Philippines and 
others during the terms of two former minis-
ters of Education -- Dr Moudhi Al-Hamoud 
and Nouriya Al-Sabeeh. However, the issue 
reached its peak in 2018 when then Minister 

of Education and Higher Education Dr Hamid 
Al-Azmi submitted hundreds of forged certif-
icates to the prosecution.  This facilitated the 
process of examining the certifi cates that is 
currently taking place, as certain procedures 
must be followed, including the complete 
Kuwaitization of the equivalency manage-
ment in 2018 and the establishment of a list 
of equivalencies in 2019, which served as a 
barrier to counterfeiters, the source narrated.

The source also revealed that the commit-
tees in government agencies started examin-
ing academic certifi cates at the time, but this 
was halted during the Corona crisis.  Since 
2018, ministry has adopted the idea of the es-
tablishment of an automatic number for each 
issued equivalency, which serves as a refer-
ence and identifi er for the equivalence on the 
ministry’s website and allows the entities that 
receive the certifi cate to verify its authentic-
ity by entering the automated number on the 
site.  Therefore, the equivalencies issued after 
this date will be easier to obtain, review and 
examine, the source added.

Prohibits
The source also underscored the need to 

implement law number 78/2019, which pro-
hibits the use of non-equivalent academic 
certifi cates, indicating many public sector 
employees have non-equivalent certifi cates 
due to the failure to activate the law.

The source pointed out that updating the 
lists of universities accredited by the ministry 
contributed to stopping many suspicions of 
forged, fi ctitious and weak certifi cates; espe-
cially after reducing the number of accredited 
universities in Egypt to only seven and in Jor-
dan to only fi ve universities.

Camping till
before ‘Eid’
KUWAIT CITY, March 
14: Offi cial sources have 
disclosed to Al-Rai that 
the Environment Public 
Authority has offi cially 
agreed to extend the 
camping period until the 
conclusion of the holy 
month of Ramadan. This 
decision follows coor-
dination with relevant 
authorities, including the 
Kuwait Municipality, re-
ports Al-Rai daily. 

The rationale behind 
this extension is attrib-
uted to the favorable 
weather conditions and 
the commitment of the 
majority of campers to 
environmental regu-
lations, fostering the 
opportunity to revel in 
nature while ensuring 
its preservation. This 
extension aligns with 
the Ramadan ambi-
ance, further enhanc-
ing the experience for 
campers.

Last Friday, Al-Rai 
reported that the spring 
camps committee 
unanimously endorsed 
the request for an ex-
tension from citizens, 
outdoor enthusiasts, 
and campsite proprie-
tors. Subsequently, the 
municipality reached 
out to the Environ-
ment Public Authority 
for their input on ex-
tending the camping 
season until the end 
of Ramadan, replacing 
the initial end date of 
March 15.

Fashionista appeal rejected

Court acquits test cheat
facilitators after appeal

By Jaber Al-Hamoud
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, March 14: The Court of Appeals, 
presided over by Judge Abdul Rahman Al Darmi, 
overturned the verdict issued by a lower court which 
sentenced a Kuwaiti man and a Kuwaiti woman to two-
year imprisonment each, and a expatriate man and a 
expatriate woman to six-month imprisonment each for 
leaking question papers of high school exams, and for 
laundering KD 308,000. The court instead acquitted 
them of all charges.

It also upheld the acquittal of a citizen of leaking 
question papers in another case.

Previously, investigations by the police had re-
vealed the involvement of others and the role of each 
accused in leaking the question papers of the high 
school exams, as well as the amount of money that 
went into their bank accounts illegally as a result of 
their crime.

❑     ❑     ❑

Appeal rejected: The Court of Appeals presided over 
by Judge Salem Al-Asousi rejected the appeal submit-
ted by the fashionista Fatima Al-Moumen against the 
verdict issued by a lower court which sentenced her for 
three-year imprisonment for causing a major traffi c ac-
cident on Al-Sour Street in Capital Governorate.

The court also upheld the withdrawal of her driver’s 
license for one year on charges of manslaughter, cross-
ing a red signal, and driving above the allowed speed 
limit.

It is noteworthy that the accident occurred at dawn 
on Thursday, August 24, 2023, at the intersection of 
the Soor Street and King Fahad bin Abdulaziz Road in 
Kuwait, which resulted in the death of two people and 
injuries to two others.
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Kuwaiti woman plays pivotal 
role in social dev: Sheikh Firas
NEW YORK, March 14, (KUNA): 
Minister of Social Affairs, Family 
and Childhood Affairs Sheikh Fi-
ras Saud Al-Malik Al-Sabah said 
the Kuwaiti woman played a cen-
tral role in the development and 
protection of society at times of 
peace and war.

In his address to the 68th Session of the 
UN Commission on the Status of Wom-
en at the UN General Assembly hall on 
Wednesday, Sheikh Firas said the Kuwaiti 
woman proved to be influential in all as-
pects of life thanks to the care and protec-
tion she enjoys under the Constitution of 
the State of Kuwait.

“The Constitution recognizes the impor-
tant role of women in social, economic and 
political development and bans all forms of 
discrimination against women.

“Laying the basic principles of freedom, 
justice and equality for the society, the Con-
stitution provides against discrimination 
based on gender, religious or linguistic con-
siderations,” the minister pointed out.

The State of Kuwait, out of belief in these 
constitutional principles, has always been 
keen on empowering women in the political, 
economic, social, artistic and sports areas, 
through adoption of relevant legislation and 
joining UN conventions.

Kuwait has advanced by 10 positions on 
the Global Gender Gap Index 2023 of the 
World Economic Forum, which benchmarks 
the national gender gaps on economic, po-
litical, education, and health-based criteria, 
Sheikh Firas went on.

“Kuwait has also advanced from 123rd to 
61st ranking on the Women Peace and Se-
curity Index (WPS Index) of Georgetown 
University’s Institute for Women, Peace and 
Security, which signals the political, eco-
nomic and social environments conducive to 
women empowerment in the country.

“Women in Kuwait now account for 41 
percent of the leading positions at the Cen-
tral Bank of Kuwait, 26 percent of leading 
position in the banking sector and 35 per-
cent of the workforce at Kuwait banks,” he 
added.

The legislation in Kuwait provide for pro-
tection of women against violence, the min-
ister noted, praising the partnership between 
the Kuwaiti government and the UN Eco-
nomic and Social Commission for Western 
Asia (ESCWA) in this the effort to improve 
the status of women.

Minister addresses 68th UN Commission on Status of Women

KISR presents studies on dust impact at Riyadh confab
KUWAIT CITY, March 14: The Kuwait In-
stitute for Scientifi c Research (KISR) partici-
pated in the Second International Conference 
on Sustainability Development and Innova-
tion held at Prince Sultan University in Ri-
yadh, reports Al-Jarida daily.

The conference aimed to raise awareness 
about sustainability and encourage the tran-
sition towards a more sustainable future. En-
gineer Dana Al-Enezi and Dr. Ali Al-Dosari 
from KISR presented two scientifi c papers 
focusing on the effects of dust on residential 
areas in Kuwait and its impact on engineer-
ing projects. They collaborated with archi-
tect Al-Anoud Al-Anazi from the Kuwait 

Municipality and Dr. Hassan Dashti from the 
Meteorology Department at the General Ad-
ministration of Civil Aviation.

Given that sand and dust storms pose sig-
nifi cant weather hazards affecting air qual-
ity, especially in Kuwait, which is prone to 
such storms, these studies aim to understand 
the impact of dust on urban areas’ quality of 
life and engineering projects’ progress. They 
also seek to develop appropriate solutions to 
mitigate these impacts.

In the fi rst study, over 200 questionnaires 
were distributed to citizens and residents in 
various residential areas. The results revealed 
that half of the population sample suffered 

from asthma and dust allergies, highlight-
ing the severity of the issue. In the second 
study, questionnaires were distributed to var-
ious engineering sectors, both governmental 
and private. The fi ndings indicated that dust 
storms adversely affected the health and per-
formance of workers, leading to delays in 
construction schedules.

These studies provide valuable insights 
that can support decision-makers in address-
ing the challenges posed by dust storms, ul-
timately contributing to the development of 
effective solutions and strategies to mitigate 
their impact on both public health and engi-
neering projects.

‘... a time for togetherness’

Kuwait’s Ramadan atmosphere 
charms ambassadors, diplomats
KUWAIT CITY, March 14: Ambassadors 
and diplomats live the atmosphere of Ra-
madan and its rituals with the people of 
Kuwait, as they also prepared for the holy 
month with much passion to enjoy its cus-
toms, traditions, wonderful atmosphere of 
faith, and the cherished gatherings and vis-
its, reports Al-Qabas daily.

Many of these ambassadors confirmed to 
the daily that Ramadan in Kuwait has spe-
cial rituals and a distinctive flavor, with a 
spiritual atmosphere and family gatherings 
that are cherished by everyone. They usu-
ally wait for the breaking of fast to bask in 
the Ramadan family atmosphere.

They believe that the most important as-
pect distinguishing the holy month in Ku-
wait from other months is the traditional 
customs and traditions representing a part 
of the Kuwaiti culture, referring to the com-
monalities between 
Kuwait and their 
countries.

Asked if they pre-
pared for the holy 
month, some of 
them revealed that 
their preparations 
included decorating 
the house with Ra-
madan decorations 
and lanterns, and 
preparing dates and 
meals to distribute to 
the needy during the 
holy month.  They 
stressed that helping 
the needy is one of 
the most prominent 
social aspects of the 
holy month.

The diplomats did 
not hide their great 
admiration for the 
Kuwaiti atmosphere 
of Ramadan, stress-
ing their keenness 
and interest in visit-
ing offices to communicate with people and 
hear about their concerns.

British Ambassador Belinda Lewis dis-
closed this is her third Ramadan in Kuwait 
and she expects it to be just as special as it 
was in previous years. She said the Rama-
dan atmosphere in her home is not different 
from others, as she also decorated her home 
and its balcony with beautiful lanterns and 
lights bearing the shape of the star and cres-
cent, in addition to preparing many dates 
to welcome this holy month. She also cel-
ebrated ‘Quraysh’ with the embassy team.

Amazed
Lewis told the daily: “Personally, I am 

always amazed by the extent of the social 
atmosphere experienced in the month of 
Ramadan in Kuwait, so my team and I are 
keen on visiting many diwaniyas during 
the holy month, which is an excellent op-
portunity to understand the topics that are 
on people’s minds and to meet people we 
have not seen for a while. I look forward 
to iftar meals and ghabqas and to wearing 
the beautiful heritage armor that I acquired 
during my time here in Kuwait.”

Regarding the similarities in the Rama-
dan atmosphere between her country and 
Kuwait, she said: “The United Kingdom 
is home to about four million Muslims, so 
the month of Ramadan is an important time 
throughout Britain as well. Many London-
ers hope that the beautiful Ramadan illumi-
nations -- such as the silver and gold moon, 
stars and lanterns -- will return to Central 
London in the West End. Communities and 
local councils are also be busy during the 
month of Ramadan, planning Eid celebra-
tions. Family-friendly Eid festivals are be-
ing planned in many cities in the United 
Kingdom, with entertainment exhibitions, 
music, speakers, food booths and Holy 
Quran competitions. There are preparations 
to organize a large Eid festival in Medan, 
Trafalgar on April 20 with singing, danc-
ing, crafts and delicious food.”

Every year during Ramadan, Canadian 
Ambassador Aliya Mawani and her son 
prepare a calendar that includes good deeds 
in the holy month -- from helping a friend 
to calling distant grandparents and fam-
ily members to check on them, and doing 
household chores. She ensures that various 

Ramadan events are on her calendar, in ad-
dition to preparing her ‘dara’a’.  “I love the 
tradition of distributing Ramadan ‘nugsat’, 
so my work team and I prepare them with a 
Canadian touch,” she disclosed.

Togetherness
She believes that Ramadan in Kuwait is a 

time for togetherness, an active month and 
includes unique traditions compared to other 
countries where she lived the same month. 
“My team and I enjoyed the ‘Quraysh’ meal 
before Ramadan. Now, I look forward to 
attending diwaniyas and ghabqas, which 
are a great way to communicate with each 
other -- Kuwaitis and people from all over 
the world, in addition to attending women’s 
gatherings,” she narrated.

Regarding the Ramadan atmosphere in 
her country and the similarities with Ku-

wait, Mawani point-
ed out that “diver-
sity is the core of our 
identity as Canadians 
-- from culture and 
ethnicity to language 
and religion. Canada 
is home to more than 
1.8 million Muslims 
who have traditions 
from all over the 
world. This diversity 
affects how we cele-
brate and experience 
Ramadan. Some 
people focus on 
prayer and self-re-
flection, others focus 
on charitable work 
such as providing 
meals to the needy, 
and some focus on 
building bridges of 
understanding with 
other religious com-
munities. The Rama-
dan table in Canada 
does not differ much 

from Kuwait. It is as diverse as the Canadi-
ans themselves, as most people start their 
breakfast with dates, then move on to eat-
ing soup and salads, then dishes that contain 
protein -- from tagine to dal to biryani to 
curry and barbecues depending on what is 
part of each family’s tradition and what is 
local.”

She concluded that most people prefer to 
eat a snack, but not too much to avoid wast-
ing it. “Canadians like to do food gather-
ings for breakfast, where each guest brings 
a dish that they enjoy and is special to them 
to share,” she added.

The Ramadan rituals of Spanish Ambas-
sador Miguel Moro Aguilar do not differ 
from other diplomats. This is his fourth 
Ramadan in Kuwait, wishing to experience 
the good traditions and live the beautiful 
atmosphere of the holy month among good 
friends by visiting some diwaniyas and 
ghabqas, in addition to organizing some 
events himself.

Gatherings 
He asserted that the warm family gath-

erings and the community’s dedication and 
generosity in helping the needy are the most 
important aspects he likes about this holy 
month, indicating he prefers to go walking 
in the area where he lives whenever pos-
sible, in addition to swimming and padel 
with friends.

He said: “Many Spanish Muslims who 
live among us in Spain celebrate the holy 
month while observing many traditions, fast-
ing during the day and gathering all families 
and friends at home to break the fast together 
in a very friendly and festive atmosphere.”

This is the second Ramadan for Turkish 
Ambassador Tuba Nur Sönmez. She af-
firmed that the Ramadan atmosphere in her 
country is not different from Kuwait, where 
the moment of breaking the fast is a cher-
ished occasion in which families, friends 
and neighbors come together to share a 
meal that symbolizes unity and gratitude.

“Traditional tents throughout Kuwait 
also serve a delicious array of dishes, remi-
niscent of Turkish breakfast tables. The 
scent of saffron-soaked rice, tender lamb 
and sweet pastries fills the air, inviting ev-
eryone to share in the communal spirit, just 
like in Turkey. 

KUNA photo
Sheikh Firas Saud addresses the 68th Ses-
sion of UN Commission on the Status of 

Women.

Partnership discussed

Social Affairs minister meets 
ESCWA chief on cooperation
NEW YORK, March 14, (KUNA): Ku-
wait’s Minister of Social Affairs, Fam-
ily and Childhood Affairs Sheikh Firas 
Saud Al-Malik Al-Sabah met Execu-
tive Secretary of the UN Economic and 
Social Commission for Western Asia 
Rola Dashti on Wednesday to discuss 
the partnership between the State of 
Kuwait and the ESCWA.

The meeting took place at Kuwait’s 
Permanent Mission to the UN on the 
sidelines of the 68th Session of the UN 
Commission on the Status of Women.

The discussions dealt with issues of 
common concern, including the project 
to assess the economic cost of violence 
against women, the social protection 
project and the efforts to improve Ku-
wait’s record.

Sheikh Firas, who leads Kuwait’s 
delegation to the ongoing session of the 
UN Commission, praised the ESCWA 
cooperation in sharing information with 
Kuwait and serving the common inter-
ests.

He noted that his ministry and the 
Supreme Council of the Family Affairs 
work together for providing social pro-
tection for women and empower them 
economically.

The ministry and the council en-
courage women to engage in micro-
enterprises and provide them with the 
necessary production requirements, he 
pointed out.

On her part, Dashti underscored the 
significance of cooperation with both 

government bodies to improve the ef-
ficacy of the labor market and build the 
capacity of female workers.

On a separate occasion, Sheikh Firas 
hosted Algerian Minister of National 
Solidarity, Family and Women’s Af-
fairs Kaouthar Krikou who leads her 
country’s delegation to the session of 
the UN Commission.

They discussed the prospects of the 
cooperation in the social affairs, with 
emphasis on the efforts to improve the 
status of women.

KUNA photo
Kuwait’s Minister Sheikh Firas Saud 

with Rola Dashti.
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Bank announces its partnership with Nawras Company

‘Warba’ advances Tawarruq solutions to keep pace with sustainable financing

Lectures, symposiums being held

Kuwait’s pavilion at Doha expo 
attracts many visitors: official
DOHA, March 14, (KUNA): Kuwait’s 
pavilion at the International Horticultural 
Expo 2023 Doha is alluring several visi-
tors and specialists 
as well as those 
interested in envi-
ronment to follow 
up with lectures, 
in the presence of 
academics, a Ku-
waiti offi cial said 
Wednesday.

Speaking to 
KUNA in a state-
ment, Sarah Al-
Millam, pavilion’s 
head, said the pavilion has been holding 
lectures and symposiums aiming to raise 
awareness and enhance environmental 
sustainability of visitors.

Al-Millam referred that the expo is 
paying much attention to modern agricul-
ture, technology, innovation, and envi-
ronmental awareness and sustainability, 
noting that the pavilion held multiple lec-
tures in this regard.

The Kuwaiti pavilion aims to highlight 
governmental and non-governmental 
initiatives on concerted efforts for a sus-
tainable future and raising environmental 
awareness, she stated.

She expressed great appreciation to 
Sameera Al-Kandari, acting director 
general of Kuwait Environment Public 
Authority and general commissioner at 
the expo, for all efforts made at the pa-
vilion.

The expo kicked off last October and 
will continue until March 28 in the Qatari 
capital, Doha.

‘Plan to modify over 100 historical
buildings into tourist attractions’

KUWAIT CITY, 
March 14: After the 
Council of Ministers 
instructed the Na-
tional Council for 
Culture, Arts and 
Literature (NCCAL) 
to speed up the re-
furbishment of heri-
tage and historical 
buildings and sites in 
the country, a source 
from the government 
unveiled a plan to 
transform more than 
100 historical and 
heritage buildings 
into tourist attrac-
tions, reports Al-Qa-
bas daily.

The source revealed that 
this is part of the State’s plan 
to boost domestic tourism by 
establishing more entertain-
ment and cultural facilities 
that attract tourists. 

The source said the NC-
CAL is implementing new 
projects to preserve heritage 
sites, in cooperation with Ku-
wait Municipality and other 
parties engaged in survey 
work for historical buildings, 
and then send a list of these 
buildings to the State Proper-
ty Department in the Ministry 
of Finance.

The source pointed out that 
the plan to refurbish histori-
cal and heritage buildings and 
monuments aims to recon-
stitute the country’s cultural 
memory.  He affi rmed that the 
political leadership focuses 
on heritage, culture, tourism 
and entertainment projects; 
which will see the light soon 
within the framework of the 
government program aimed 
at diversifying the sources 
of income and creating an 
economic identity. He added 
these are new measures to 
reduce dependence on oil as 
the sole source of national 
income.

The NCCAL began restora-
tion and maintenance works 
to preserve schools with his-
torical value. Work has been 
completed in Al-Qabliya 
School for Girls and Kazma 
School in Jahra that were 
transformed into cultural and 
administrative centers, and 
Eastern Girls School which is 
now a museum of modern art.

Work is underway in East-
ern School for Boys to be 
transformed into a museum of 
the history of education in the 
country, as well as the resto-
ration of the American Hos-
pital, Sadu House and Red 
Palace.

As a result of the develop-
ment in administrative work 
and after the establishment 
of NCCAL; the responsibility 
for preserving archaeologi-
cal buildings and antiquities 
was entrusted to the council, 
whose engineering depart-
ment is currently supervis-
ing the restoration work of a 
number of heritage buildings 
like mosques, houses and old 
offi cial buildings — some of 
which date back to the end of 
the 19th century and others to 
the early 20th century.

‘NCCAL begins works to preserve schools with historical value’

KUWAIT CITY, March 14: Warba 
Bank announced its partnership 
with Nawras Company to fi nance 
environmentally friendly goods as 
part of its commitment to environ-
mental, social responsibility and 
governance practices. This part-
nership is considered an important 
step towards Warba Bank’s vision 
of becoming a sustainable fi nancial 
institution. Through this partner-
ship, Warba Bank strengthens its 
sustainable strategy and demon-
strates its commitment to support-
ing a more sustainable future, as 

this partnership is consistent with 
the Bank’s comprehensive strategy 
to move to more responsible and 
sustainable fi nancing.

Nawras L.L.C, known for its ex-
pertise in the fi eld of sustainability, 
will act as an approved supplier of 
goods used in the fi nancing opera-
tions that Warba Bank provides to 
its clients through its innovative 
and environmentally friendly solu-
tions. Warba Bank aims to reduce 
the carbon footprint and promote 
sustainable practices within its op-
erations.

In this re-
gard, Ah-
mad Faisal 
A l - Q a t a m i , 
Chief Retail 
Banking Of-
fi cer, said: 
“Given our 
shared vision 
with Nawras 
and our com-

mitment to 
environmental 

sustainability, we found that this 
partnership is completely compat-

ible with our vision of a more pure 
and sustainable banking sector. We 
will also work together to achieve 
a positive impact on the environ-
ment and the communities we serve 
as global concerns about climate 
change increase. As environmental, 
social and governance considera-
tions have become an urgent neces-
sity for fi nancial institutions around 
the world, and in recognition of the 
importance of sustainable fi nanc-
ing, the Bank took a proactive step 
by focusing on environmental, so-
cial and corporate governance sus-

tainability standards in the Kuwaiti 
banking sector, which enhances the 
confi dence of stakeholders, works 
to attract responsible investors and 
enhances the Bank’s market reputa-
tion. We look forward to expanding 
in the future to increase transac-
tions with suppliers of environmen-
tally friendly goods.”

This partnership is one of many 
initiatives undertaken by Warba 
Bank to integrate sustainability 
into its operations, as Warba Bank 
remains committed to promoting 
environmental awareness, social 

responsibility, good governance 
practices, and sustainable fi nanc-
ing.

Warba Bank is one of the banks 
that has achieved great successes in 
a short period, as it occupied a lead-
ing position in the fi eld of Islamic 
digital banking services for indi-
viduals, and it is one of the largest 
local banks in the number of share-
holders, and these are among the 
most prominent components that 
make the Bank close to all mem-
bers of society.

Al-Qatami

Al-Jarida photo
A photo from the event.

Event features workshops

Bank continuing advocacy of ‘Let’s Be Aware’

Youth minister affirms state’s interest to support youths development
KUWAIT CITY, March 14, (KUNA): 
Minister of State for National Assem-
bly Affairs, Youth Affairs, and Com-
munications Affairs Daoud Marafi e 
reaffi rmed the state’s commitment to 
creating the right conditions for young 
people to grow in confi dence, support, 
and ability to achieve their goals and 
make them a reality that advances the 
countrys progress and prosperity.

Minister Marafi e emphasized the 
importance of Kuwaiti Youth Day, 
celebrated on March 13 each year, 
as an opportunity to renew the cov-

enant with ambitious youth. The 
government is committed to provid-
ing opportunities and resources for 
future leaders and innovators, with 
the support of His Highness the 
Amir Sheikh Mishaal Al-Ahmad 
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and the active 
follow-up of His Highness Sheikh 
Dr. Muhammad Sabah. Al-Salem 
Al-Sabah, Prime Minister.

Youth Public Authority is dedi-
cated to youth development, empow-
erment, and rehabilitation, aiming 
to achieve their social, economic, 

sports, cultural, scientifi c, and techni-
cal aspirations. The Authority plans 
to improve work, enhance education 
and training opportunities, and foster 
a pioneering environment that en-
courages creativity, innovation, and 
leadership, ensuring a successful fu-
ture for the youth.

Marafi e expressed gratitude to all 
young individuals who diligently 
strive to achieve their goals and con-
tribute to their country, encouraging 
them to continue achieving success 
and taking responsibility for a pros-

perous future for Kuwait.
He invited every Kuwaiti youth 

with achievements, contributions, 
and community projects to apply 
for the sixth edition of the Kuwait 
Award for Excellence and Youth 
Creativity, which is sponsored by 
His Highness the Prime Minister, in 
various fi elds such as entrepreneur-
ship, culture, literature, science, tech-
nology, arts, media, volunteer work, 
forensic sciences, environment, and 
sustainability through the website of 
the Authority at www.youth.gov.kw.

KCST hosts inaugural OWASP event,
explores AI applications, challenges

NBK urges regular review of account activity
for unauthorized or suspicious transactions

KUWAIT CITY, March 14: The 
Kuwait College of Science and 
Technology (KCST) recently 
hosted a groundbreaking event or-
ganized jointly by the Kuwait and 
Dubai branches of the international 
organization OWASP (Open Web 
Application Security Project), re-
ports Al-Jarida daily.

The event focused on the ap-
plications of artifi cial intelligence 
(AI) and the cybersecurity chal-
lenges associated with them. This 
event marked the fi rst collaboration 
of its kind between two branches of 
OWASP in the region, highlight-
ing the importance of addressing 
cybersecurity concerns in the era of 
AI technology.

Engineer Omar Al-Mutairi, 

representing OWASP Kuwait, 
kicked off the event with an open-
ing speech, expressing gratitude to 
the college for hosting such a sig-
nifi cant gathering. Dr. Khaled Al-
Baqaeen, President of the College, 
followed with a welcoming speech 
emphasizing the importance of the 
conference’s topic.

The event also featured work-
shops focusing on cyber attacks 
and the cybersecurity requirements 
for AI-supported programming. Dr. 
Muhammad Dashti demonstrated 
programming supported by AI and 
discussed the necessary cyberse-
curity measures. Engineer Ahmed 
Abdullah, representing OWASP 
Dubai, led a workshop on cyber 
risks associated with AI applica-

tions, presenting potential attacks 
and strategies for protecting against 
them.

In his closing remarks, Dr. Al-
Baqaeen expressed his satisfaction 
with the college’s role in hosting 
such an important conference. He 
emphasized the signifi cance of col-
laboration between educational in-
stitutions and professional organi-
zations in addressing the evolving 
challenges of cybersecurity in the 
digital age. He extended gratitude 
to OWASP Kuwait Branch for 
choosing the college as a partner 
in organizing this signifi cant event. 
The conference concluded with 
a sense of accomplishment and a 
commitment to furthering dialogue 
on cybersecurity and AI.

KUWAIT CITY, March 14: Pursu-
ing its active role to promote fi nan-
cial awareness and inclusion among 
all segments of society, National 
Bank of Kuwait (NBK) continues 
to support the “Let’s Be Aware” 
campaign launched by the Central 
Bank of Kuwait, in collaboration 
with local banks and Kuwait Bank-
ing Association (KBA).

In this context, NBK highlights 
the necessity to regularly review 
account activity made and follow 
up credit reports to promptly iden-
tify any unauthorized or suspicious 
transactions.

Typically, unauthorized pay-
ments after stealing credit cards, 
banking or personal information, 
or hacking smartphones through 
fake apps. Therefore, NBK advises 
customers to review account activ-
ity regularly to detect any unusual 
transactions, as well as to change 
passwords regularly and not reuse 
them or using the same password 
for more than one account.

NBK also urges customers to 
beware of unwanted requests for 
personal information, and to avoid 

clicking on suspicious or unknown 
links, downloading attachments 
and apps using public Wi-Fi net-
works, or conducting any banking 
transactions using these networks 
being insecure.

The bank also advised custom-
ers to use strong passwords that 
contain letters, numbers and spe-
cial characters that are diffi cult to 
guess in order to keep bank cards 
and personal information secure. It 
also urged them to keep always up-
dated on the latest fraud trends and 
educating themselves on the best 
practices to prevent suspicious or 
unauthorized payments.

NBK affi rms that it will never 
ask customers for personal infor-
mation via e-mail, SMS or phone 
calls, warning them of respond-
ing to such messages represent-
ing fraud attempts to obtain their 
banking information to steal their 
money or information.

The bank intensifi es awareness 
by publishing educational content 
including video clips and text com-
munications, as well as awareness 
tips on all its social media plat-

forms and other digital channels, 
in addition to reposting of CBK’s 
related communications. This aims 
to increase awareness among all 
segments of society and familiarize 
them with different fraud types and 
techniques, and the precautions to 
steer clear of these threats.

NBK employs its strong cus-
tomer communication capabilities 
as well as all its digital channels, 
which are the most popular among 
all Kuwaiti banks, to support the 
Central Bank’s endeavors to pro-
tect customers and the economy.

It is worth mentioning that NBK 
is a key advocate and participant 
in all CBK’s campaigns and ini-
tiatives to increase fi nancial and 
banking awareness among different 
segments of society. As a leading 
fi nancial institution, locally and 
regionally, NBK frequently or-
ganizes various activities to raise 
awareness on all topics related to 
the banking sector, as well as many 
training courses for its employees 
to enhance their knowledge and 
expertise in the areas of combating 
fraud and fi nancial crime.

Al-Millam

Kuwait braces
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Saturday morning would be warm and 
cloudy with southeastern to northwestern 
winds and temperature highs ranging be-
tween 28 and 31 degrees.

Meanwhile, Saturday evening would 
lean towards cooler temperatures between 
15 and 18 degrees Celsius with cloudy skies 
and fog, Al-Qarawi said.

Kuwait commends
Continued from Page 1

El-Sisi said that he reviewed Egypt’s ef-
forts in hosting over nine million guests, 
who enjoy the same public services as 
Egyptian citizens.

“This fact underscores the need to 
strengthen stability in the region’s countries 
to address the phenomenon of illegal migra-
tion and asylum.”

He wen to say that “it is no secret that the 
events unfolding in Gaza, in full view of the 
world, are taking place in conjunction with 
policies that obstruct the lives of Palestin-
ians in the West Bank, including unleash-
ing settler violence, carrying out demoli-
tion and expulsion operations, conducting 
military incursions and confiscating land in 
West Bank cities, in addition to settlement 
expansions and cementing the occupation”.

He elaborated that he called on Rutte 
to exert genuine efforts in this regard as a 
fundamental pre-condition for ending this 
humanitarian catastrophe in the Gaza Strip 
and halting the escalation and tension in 
various parts of the region as well.

Meanwhile, Rutte said his country appre-
ciates Egypt’s role on all levels to contain 
the crisis in the Strip.

He underlined the necessity of allowing 
further humanitarian aid into Gaza, indicat-
ing that Egypt has a pivotal logistic and hu-

manitarian role in the crisis.
Rutte stressed his country’s condemna-

tion of the failure to reach a political solu-
tion to the Palestinian crisis, calling for es-
tablishing an independent Palestinian state 
to live side-by-side with Israel.

He warned that the Israeli plans to launch 
a gourd attack on Rafah would result in a 
“humanitarian disaster”.

He said that the situation in the Red Sea 
is worrying as targeting ships cause much 
harm to commercial shipping.

Meeting with President El-Sisi confirms 
rapprochement of ties between the two 
countries, he said, noting that his visit to 
Egypt is a chance to enhance relations. 

The Israeli military said Wednesday it 
plans to direct a significant portion of the 
1.4 million displaced Palestinians living in 
the Gaza Strip’s southernmost town of Ra-
fah toward “humanitarian islands” in the 
center of the territory ahead of its planned 
offensive in the area.

The fate of the people in Rafah has been 
a major area of concern of Israel’s allies - 
including the United States - and humani-
tarian groups, worried an offensive in the 
region densely crowded with so many 
displaced people would be a catastrophe. 
Rafah is also Gaza’s main entry point for 
desperately needed aid.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netan-
yahu has said a Rafah offensive is crucial 
to achieve Israel’s stated aim of destroying 
Hamas following the militants’ Oct. 7 at-
tack in which about 1,200 people, mostly 
civilians, were killed and around 250 taken 
hostage and brought into Gaza. Israel’s in-
vasion of Gaza has killed more than 31,000, 
according to Gaza health officials, left much 
of the enclave in ruins and displaced some 
80% of Gaza’s 2.3 million people.

Israel’s chief military spokesman, Rear 
Adm. Daniel Hagari, said moving those in 
Rafah to the designated areas, which he said 
would be done in coordination with interna-
tional actors, was a key part of the military’s 
preparations for its anticipated invasion of 
Rafah, where Israel says Hamas maintains 
four battalions it wants to destroy.

Rafah has swelled in size in the last 
months as Palestinians in Gaza have fled 
fighting in nearly every other corner of the 
territory. The town is covered in tents.

“We need to make sure that 1.4 million 
people or at least a significant amount of 
the 1.4 million will move. Where? To hu-
manitarian islands that we will create with 
the international community,” Hagari told 
reporters at a briefing.

Hagari said those islands would provide 
temporary housing, food, water and other 
necessities to evacuated Palestinians. He 
did not say when Rafah’s evacuation would 
occur, nor when the Rafah offensive would 
begin, saying that Israel wanted the timing 
to be right operationally and to be coordi-
nated with neighboring Egypt, which has 
said it does not want an influx of displaced 
Palestinians crossing its border.

The U.S. has been firm with Israel over 
its concerns about Rafah, and Secretary of 
State Antony Blinken said Wednesday that 
Washington had yet to receive from Israel 
its plans for civilians there.

“We need to see a plan that will get civil-
ians out of harm’s way if there’s a military 
operation in Rafah,” he told reporters in 
Washington after convening a virtual min-
isterial meeting on Gaza aid with officials 
from the UN, the EU, Britain. Cyprus, Qa-
tar and the UAE. “We’ve not yet seen such 
a plan.”

Meanwhile, fighting continued across 
Gaza. An Israeli strike Wednesday hit a food 
distribution site in southern Gaza run by 
UNRWA, the U.N. agency that works with 
Palestinian refugees, killing one staff mem-
ber from the agency and wounding 22 others.

The death brings to 165 the number of 
workers for the agency killed during the 
past five months of fighting, according to 
UNRWA.

Gaza’s health authorities said a total of 
five people were killed in the strike on the 
yard of an UNRWA warehouse.

Hagari said the army was looking into the 
report.

The conflict has sparked a humanitarian 
disaster that has led to growing hunger. Aid 
delivery has been hobbled by Israeli restric-
tions, the ongoing hostilities and the break-
down of order inside Gaza, according to the 
United Nations. Israel denies it is restricting 
the entry of aid.

Kuwait grants
Continued from Page 1

fines and amend their status during the 
aforementioned grace period from March 
17, 2024 to June 17, 2024 in accordance 
with the controls and procedures regulating 
the process. Those unable to pay the fines or 
amend their status during the grace period 
can leave the country from any of the coun-
try’s ports designated for that purpose with-
out paying any fines, and will be allowed to 
return through new procedures.

Violators of the residency law who have 
administrative or judicial obstacles must ap-
ply to the Directorate General of Residency 
Affairs to determine the availability of the 
requirements for obtaining residency in ac-
cordance with the legal provisions and rules 
established within the specified period.

The ministry affirmed that such a de-
cision was taken on the occasion of the 
blessed month of Ramadan and coinciding 
with the assumption of the reins of the coun-
try by His Highness the Amir of the country 
Sheikh Mishaal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah and to consolidate the humanitarian 
role known to the State of Kuwait at all lev-
els and in fulfillment of its lofty mission as 
a center for humanitarian work.

Those who are in violation of the resi-
dency law and do not amend their status 
or leave the country within the aforemen-
tioned grace period will be subject to the le-
gally prescribed penalties. They will not be 
permitted to stay, and will be deported from 
the country as well as blacklisted.

In a related context, security sources re-
vealed that the Residency Affairs depart-
ments in the six governorates have taken all 
necessary preparations to complete the pro-
cedures for amending the status of violators 
of the residency law who wish to amend 
their legal status.

They stressed that the violators are re-
quired to pay the relevant fines, which reach 
a maximum of KD 600.

The sources indicated that the number of 
expatriates who will be included in this de-
cision is estimated to be more than 120,000. 
Last year, the ministry was able to deport 
42,000 violators of the residency law who 
are not entitled to return to the country.
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British govt wants to defi ne extremism: The British gov-
ernment published an offi cial defi nition of “extremism” on Thurs-
day, and said groups that get the label will be barred from receiv-
ing government funding.

It’s unclear who will be on the list, and critics say branding non-
violent groups as extremist could undermine freedom of speech.

The government defi ned extremism as “the promotion or ad-
vancement of an ideology based on violence, hatred or intoler-
ance” that aims to destroy others’ rights and freedoms or “un-

dermine, overturn or replace the UK’s 
system of liberal parliamentary democ-
racy and democratic rights.”

The government did not provide ex-
amples of extremist groups, but Commu-
nities Secretary Michael Gove pointed 
to the threat from the extreme right and 
“Islamist extremists who are seeking to 
separate Muslims from the rest of society 
and create division within Muslim com-
munities.”

Islamic and civil liberties groups said 
they worried the defi nition would be used 
disproportionately on Muslims.

Qari Asim, chairman of the Mosques 
and Imams Advisory Board, said “this proposed defi nition may 
not be applied consistently.”

“If it’s left to people to apply any defi nition of extremism and 
call anyone extremist at their whim, then that is going to create 
huge division in our society,” he told the BBC. (AP)

❑        ❑        ❑

US, EU re-affi rm strength of partnership: The United 
States and the European Union have re-affi rmed “the unique 
strength” of the US-EU partnership.

This stance came during a meeting that grouped US Secretary 
of State Antony Blinken with High Representative of the Euro-
pean Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy and Vice 
President of the European Commission Josep Borrell, held in 
Washington late on Wednesday.

State Department spokesperson Matthew Miller said in a state-
ment that the meeting was held to re-affi rm the unique strength of 
the US-EU partnership and to continue close cooperation on key 
foreign policy and security issues.

Blinken and Borrel underscored steadfast transatlantic unity to 
support Ukraine as it defends itself against “Russian aggression.”

The Secretary and High Representative/Vice President dis-
cussed the ongoing confl ict in Gaza and the actions “we are taking 
to increase humanitarian aid,” Miller added. (KUNA)

❑        ❑        ❑

Poland pro-EU govt to remove 50 envoys: Poland is re-
calling 50 of its ambassadors as part of efforts by the new, pro-
European Union government to improve diplomatic missions at 
a challenging time, the Foreign Ministry said Wednesday. The 
diplomats had all been appointed by the previous, right-wing ad-
ministration.

A ministry statement did not name any of the ambassadors be-
ing recalled by Foreign Minister Radek Sikorski. The previous, 
Euro-skeptic government had ruled for eight years, until Decem-
ber. The ministry said the decision had been approved by Prime 
Minister Donald Tusk and that the procedure has begun.

The statement did not say when the recalled ambassadors 
would be replaced or if any foreign postings would be cut.

However, the recall of the diplomats may not get the approval 
of President Andrzej Duda, who has been linked to the previous 
government and is critical of Tusk. If Duda does not approve, in 
locations where ambassadors were told to return home, charges 
d’affaires would remain as heads of missions. (AP)

❑        ❑        ❑

Austria expels two Russian diplomats: The Austrian For-
eign Ministry declared on Wednesday two Russian diplomats per-
sona non grata and gave them one week, until March 19, to leave 
the country.

A statement from the ministry said the behavior of both diplo-
mats is inconsistent with their career, which is a charge of espio-
nage in diplomatic terms.

In response, the Russian Foreign Ministry, which rejected the 
Austrian move as unjustifi able, could be planning for a tit-for-tat 
expulsion of Austrian diplomats from Moscow.

The Russian Federation has two missions in Vienna; one hand-
ing the relations with Austria, and the other has to do with the UN 
Vienna offi ce. (KUNA)

❑        ❑        ❑

Wilders doesn’t have support of coalition: Geert Wil-
ders an anti-immigration rhetoric swept him to a stunning victory 
in the November election, said Wednesday he doesn’t have the 
support of his prospective coalition partners to become the next 
Dutch prime minister.

Wilders took to X, formerly Twitter, to say that “I can only 
become premier if ALL parties in the coalition support that. That 
wasn’t the case.”

His comment came after media reported, citing unnamed sourc-
es, that a breakthrough in coalition talks announced Tuesday night 
was that the leaders of all four parties involved in drawn-out coali-
tion negotiations would remain in parliament.

That sets up the likelihood of some sort of technical Cabinet 
made up of experts. While it now looks like Wilders will not lead 
the government, he and his Party for Freedom will remain the 
driving force behind the next administration. (AP)

❑        ❑        ❑

Catalonia calls early regional election: The regional pres-
ident of Catalonia has called an early election for May 12 after his 
minority government failed to pass a budget for Spain’s wealthy 
northeast region that includes Barcelona.

The move by Pere Aragonès on Wednesday came on the eve 
of a vote in Spain’s national parliament on a contentious amnesty 
law that could pardon hundreds of leaders and supporters of the 
separatist movement, including those involved in Catalonia’s un-
successful bid to declare independence from Spain in 2017.

Some separatists leaders were jailed at the time, and others like 
ex-regional President Carles Puigdemont fl ed the country.

The amnesty proposal has aroused the ire of millions of Span-
iards. Those who oppose the bill believe that the people involved 
in provoking one of the country’s biggest crises since the tran-
sition to democracy after the death of Gen. Francisco Franco in 
1975 shouldn’t get away with charges including sedition and re-
bellion. (AP)

❑        ❑        ❑

Denmark plans to expand military draft: Denmark wants 
to increase the number of young people doing military service by 
extending conscription to women and increasing the time of ser-
vice from 4 months to 11 months for both genders, Danish Prime 
Minister Mette Frederiksen said Wednesday.

“We do not rearm because we want war. We are rearming be-
cause we want to avoid it,” Frederiksen told a press conference. 
She said the government wants ”full equality between the sexes.”

Denmark currently has up to 9,000 professional troops on top 
of the 4,700 conscripts undergoing basic training, according to 
offi cial fi gures. The government wants to increase the number of 
conscripts by 300 to reach a total of 5,000.

The country is a member of the NATO alliance and a staunch 
supporter of Ukraine in its war against Russia’s invasion.

Foreign Minister Lars Løkke Rasmussen stressed that “Russia 
does not pose a threat to Denmark.” (AP)

❑        ❑        ❑

Dozens more migrants reach Crete: A boat carrying 91 mi-
grants has reached a small island south of Crete that is seeing a 
spike in the arrival of people attempting the long and dangerous 
crossing from Africa, Greek authorities said Wednesday.

A coast guard statement said the migrants, who were found on 
a beach on Gavdos island Tuesday, were being taken to reception 
areas on Crete.

They are believed to have set off from the coast of eastern Lib-
ya, about 170 nautical miles to the south. Their nationalities were 
not made public.

Gavdos, which lies some 27 nautical miles south of Crete, and 
Crete’s southern coastline have seen an increase in migrant ar-
rivals in recent months. Over the past four weeks, about a dozen 
boats carrying more than 600 people in total made landfall in the 
area or were rescued offshore.

In several cases, the Greek coast guard said they had crossed 
the Mediterranean Sea from the eastern Libyan port of Tobruk, 
having paid smuggling gangs up to $5,000 each for their passage. 
(AP)

Gove

US President Joe Biden speaks at the Pieper-Hillside Boys & Girls Club on March 13 in Milwaukee. (AP)

Britain’s King Charles III, (right), 
shakes hands with Commonwealth 
Secretary General, Baroness Scot-
land of Asthal, during an audience, 
at Buckingham Palace, in London, on 

March 13. (AP)

Biden Gonzalez

Landslide destroys LA home: A land-
slide reduced a Los Angeles house under 
renovation to a jumble of lumber, pulled the 
pool and deck away from a second home, 
and left the pool at a third residence on the 
edge of a huge fi ssure early Wednesday.

The slide occurred just before 3 am in 
Sherman Oaks, a neighborhood of expen-
sive homes about 12 miles (19 kilometers) 
northwest of downtown. An initial search 
found no victims, but several people were 
evacuated from one house, the Los Angeles 
Fire Department said in a statement.

There was no immediate word on the 
cause of the landslide, but numerous slides 
have happened in Southern California due 
to drenching winter storms that saturated the 
ground.

Since Jan. 1, downtown LA has had al-
most 16 inches (41 centimeters) of rain, 
which is nearly twice what it normally gets 
by this time of year. By early February, the 
city had reported nearly 600 mudslides, had 
re-tagged 16 buildings as unsafe to enter 
and had yellow-tagged more than 30 others, 
limiting access to them.

News helicopter video revealed the extent 
of the slide. The destroyed house, which ap-
peared to be in the midst of a renovation, 
was crushed with most of its roof lying on 
the ground. (AP)

❑        ❑        ❑

Kansas, Missouri hit with hail: Mas-
sive chunks of hail pelted parts of Kansas 
and Missouri on Wednesday night, bringing 
traffi c to a standstill along Interstate 70 and 
unleashing a possible tornado, as meteor-
ologists urged residents to stay indoors.

At least one unconfi rmed tornado was 
reported Wednesday in Alta Vista, Kansas, 
according to media reports. The National 
Weather Service in Topeka said quarter-
size hail and wind gusts up to 60 mph (96 
kph) were expected across northern Kansas 
overnight until 6 a.m. on Thursday.

Descriptions of the hail ranged from the 
size of golf balls and apples, to softballs and 
baseballs.

Alex Sosnowski, senior meteorologist at 
AccuWeather, previously said the predicted 
hail was deemed “gorilla hail” because it 
had the potential to be so big.

“Gorilla hail” is a term coined by Reed 
Timmer, a storm chaser who calls himself 
an extreme meteorologist, Sosnowski said. 
In this case, the term might fi t: Some hail 
from north-central Kansas into north-central 

America

An aerial view shows a property damaged by a landslide, on March 13, in the 
Sherman Oaks section of Los Angeles. A landslide has destroyed the hillside 

home and is imperiling at least two others in Los Angeles. (AP)

Missouri could be as big as a baseball. (AP)
❑        ❑        ❑

16 SWAT offi cers hospitalized: An 
explosion during an indoor training exercise 
Wednesday sent 16 members of Southern 
California’s Orange County Sheriff’s De-

partment SWAT team to the hospital, with 
one person requiring surgery for a leg in-
jury, the department said.

Two others had superfi cial wounds while 
the remaining 13 had dizziness and ringing 
in their ears.

The blast occurred shortly before 1 p.m. 
at the facility in a remote area of Irvine, said 
sheriff’s Sgt Frank Gonzalez. It was not 
immediately clear what caused the explo-
sion, but it happened during a training with 
the sheriff’s bomb squad, he said.

The most severe injury was a non-life-
threatening leg wound that will require sur-
gery, Gonzalez said. The two other wound-
ed deputies won’t require surgery, he said.

Helicopter news footage showed a small 
one-story building encircled by yellow po-
lice tape surrounded by grassy fi elds. (AP)

❑        ❑        ❑

Hunter Biden case could go to trial: 
Hunter Biden could face trial in Delaware on 
federal fi rearms charges as soon as June, in the 
midst of his father’s reelection campaign.

US District Judge Maryellen Noreika set 
the tentative date during a short telephonic 
hearing Wednesday, though she is still 
weighing several defense motions to toss 
out the case against the president’s son that 
could yet derail any potential trial.

The trial is slated to begin June 3 and 
could last up to nine days. A separate trial 
on tax charges against him in California is 
now tentatively set to begin later that month.

Hunter Biden, the son of President Joe 
Biden, has pleaded not guilty to lying about 
his drug use in October 2018 on a form to 
buy a gun that he kept for about 11 days. 
He has acknowledged an addiction to crack 
cocaine during that period, but his lawyers 
have said he didn’t break the law and an-
other nonviolent, fi rst-time offender would 
not have been charged. (AP)

WSBA OK’s far lower caseloads for public defenders

US lawmakers see TikTok as China’s tool
WASHINGTON, March 14, (AP): If 
some US lawmakers have their way, 
the United States and China could end 
up with something in common: Tik-
Tok might not be available in either 
country.

The House on Wednesday approved 
a bill requiring the Beijing-based com-
pany ByteDance to sell its subsidiary 
TikTok or face a nationwide ban. It’s 
unclear if the bill will ever become 
law, but it refl ects lawmakers’ fears 
that the social media platform could 
expose Americans to Beijing’s malign 
infl uences and data security risks.

But while US lawmakers associate 
TikTok with China, the company, head-
quartered outside China, has strategi-
cally kept its distance from its homeland.

Distance
Since its inception, the TikTok 

platform has been intended for non-
Chinese markets and is unavailable in 
mainland China. It pulled out of Hong 
Kong in 2020 when Beijing imposed 
a national security law on the territory 
to curtail speech. As data security con-
cerns started to rise in the US, TikTok 
sought to reassure lawmakers that data 
gathered on U.S. users stays in the 
country and is inaccessible to ByteD-
ance employees in Beijing.

TikTok’s parent company is follow-
ing the same playbook as many other 
Chinese companies with global ambi-
tions: To win customers and trust in the 
United States and other Western coun-
tries, they are playing down their Chi-
nese roots and connections. Some have 
insisted they be called “global compa-
nies” instead of “Chinese companies.”

But for TikTok, this may not be 
enough. The House bill passed over-
whelmingly on a 352-65 vote. Its pros-
pects in the Senate are uncertain, but if 
it clears both chambers, President Joe 
Biden said he would sign it into law. 
The moves in Washington threaten 
the app’s survival and cast a spotlight 
on the quandary that many private 
Chinese companies have found them-
selves a part of as they seek to engage 
Western markets at a time of souring 
US-China relations.

“It’s the most diffi cult time for Chi-
nese tech companies and private busi-

US prez looks to shore up a Democratic 
‘blue wall’; announces mlns for projects
MILWAUKEE, March 14, (AP): US 
President Joe Biden is getting to 
be a familiar face around the Great 
Lakes - and with a November re-
match against Donald Trump loom-
ing, that’s no accident.

He started a two-day swing 
through Wisconsin and Michigan 
in Milwaukee on Wednesday as 
he tried to shore up a Democratic 
“blue wall” and build momentum for 
his reelection campaign after a fi ery 
State of the Union address last week.

Aiming to show voters that his 
administration has improved their 
lives, Biden used the stop to an-
nounce $3.3 billion for infrastruc-
ture projects in disadvantaged 
communities, including $36 million 
to reconnect parts of Milwaukee’s 
6th Street, which had been divid-
ed by highway construction in the 
1960s.

“We’re rebuilding the roads, 
we’re fi lling in the cracks in the 
sidewalk, we’re creating spaces to 
live and work and play safely, and 
to breathe clean air, and to shop at 
a nearby grocery stocked with fresh 
and healthy food,” he said.

“You’ve lived and felt decisions 
made decades ago,” Biden said. 
“Today, today, we’re making deci-
sions to transform your lives for 
decades to come.”

The money comes from the bi-
partisan infrastructure law that 
Biden signed in the fi rst year of his 
presidency.

Biden told voters that Donald 
Trump, his Republican predeces-
sor and likely opponent in this 
year’s election, had promised infra-
structure improvements but never 
delivered.

“He didn’t get a single thing 
done,” Biden said. “Not one.”

Biden and Trump clinched their 
parties’ nominations on Tuesday 
after decisive victories in the pri-
maries, setting up what promises to 
be a grinding rematch between the 
two men.

Much of that battle will be fought 
in Michigan and Wisconsin, as 
well as Pennsylvania, which was 
Biden’s fi rst stop after his State 
of the Union. They’re collectively 
known as a “blue wall” because of 
their historic support for Democrats.

nesses in decades as tensions and rivalry 
between the United States and China 
continue to grow,” said Zhiqun Zhu, 
professor of political science and inter-
national relations at Bucknell University.

Also:
SEATTLE: The Washington State Bar 
Association (WSBA) has approved far 
lower case limits for public defenders 
in an effort to stop them from quitting, 
to help with recruiting and to make 
sure they have enough time to repre-
sent each client properly.

The new limits adopted at a meet-
ing of the Bar’s board of governors by 
a 12-1 vote March 8 are designed to 
cut maximum caseloads by about two-
thirds over the next several years, The 
Seattle Times reported Wednesday.

“Public defense is in crisis right 
now,” Jason Schwarz, director of the 
Snohomish County Offi ce of Public 
Defense, told the Bar, which regulates 
attorneys statewide. “If we do nothing, 
we’re going to remain in crisis.”

Skeptics agree the system is breaking 
down but are concerned about fi nding 
more attorneys to cover the cases. Many 
counties, especially rural ones, already 
struggle to employ enough public de-
fenders and get almost no state funding.

“This could be what bankrupts 
smaller counties like ours” unless the 
new limits help persuade state lawmak-
ers to allocate more funding, Franklin 
County Administrator Mike Gonzalez 
said in a statement before the meeting. 
“At some point, we simply will not be 
able to pay the bills anymore.”

Politics
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Mayoral hopeful killed

Some political parties
reject proposal in Haiti
PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti, March 14, (AP): A pro-
posal to install new leadership in Haiti appeared to be 
crumbling as some political parties rejected the plan 
to create a presidential council that would manage the 
transition.

The panel would be responsible for selecting an in-
terim prime minister and a council of ministers that 
would attempt to chart a new path for the Caribbean 
country that has been overrun by gangs. The violence 
has closed schools and businesses and disrupted daily 
life across Haiti.

Jean Charles Moïse, an ex-senator and presidential 
candidate who has teamed up with former rebel leader 
Guy Philippe, held a news conference Wednesday to 
announce his rejection of the proposed council backed 
by the international community.

Moïse insisted that a three-
person presidential council he 
recently created with Philippe 
and a Haitian judge should be 
implemented.

“We are not going to negoti-
ate it,” he said in a loud voice 
as he wiped his forehead with 
a handkerchief. “We have to 
make them understand.”

His ally, Philippe, who 
helped lead a successful revolt 
in 2004 against former presi-
dent Jean-Bertrand Aristide 

and was recently released from a United States prison 
after pleading guilty to money laundering, said no 
Haitian should accept any proposal from the interna-
tional community.

 Corrupt
In a video posted Tuesday on social media, Philippe 

accused the community of being complicit with Hai-
ti’s elite and corrupt politicians and urged Haitians to 
take to the streets.

“The decision of Caricom is not our decision,” he 
said, referring to the regional trade bloc whose lead-
ers presented the plan to create a transitional council. 
“Haitians will decide who will govern Haiti.”

Other high-profi le Haitian politicians declined 
to participate in the proposed transitional council. 
Among them were Himmler Rébu, former colonel of 
Haiti’s army and president of the Grand Rally for the 
Evolution of Haiti, a party that is part of a coalition 
awarded a spot on the transitional council.

He said in a statement that the party prefers that a 
judge from Haiti’s Supreme Court assume the reins 
of power.

Rébu added that the party is “ashamed and angry” 
upon seeing “the search for positions of power that 
do not take into account the responsibilities attached 
to them.”

Meanwhile, former senator Sorel Jacinthe and 
young politician Jorchemy Jean Baptiste, both sup-
porters of Prime Minister Ariel Henry and the Dec 21 
coalition that backs him, called Radio Caraïbes sepa-
rately Wednesday to argue why their choice for the 
transitional council was the best one.

Caribbean leaders who announced the plan for the 
transitional council did not respond to messages for 
comment.

 Solution
The plan emerged late Monday following an urgent 

meeting involving Caribbean leaders, US Secretary of 
State Antony Blinken and others who were searching 
for a solution to halt Haiti’s crisis of violence.

Hours after the meeting, Henry announced Tuesday 
that he would resign once the council was in place, 
saying that his government “cannot remain insensitive 
to this situation.”

Henry remains locked out of Haiti because gang at-
tacks have shuttered the country’s airports. He is cur-
rently in Puerto Rico.

The gang attacks began Feb. 29, when Henry was in 
Kenya to push for the United Nations-backed deploy-
ment of a Kenyan police force. The deployment has 
been temporarily suspended.

“My concern is that the longer there is a power 
vacuum and an effort to fi gure out a way forward on 
the political side, every day that delays resolutions, 
many, many people are dying,” said William O’Neill, 
the UN’s independent expert on human rights in Haiti.

Armed men in the capital of Port-au-Prince have set 
fi re to police stations and stormed the country’s two 
biggest prisons, releasing more than 4,000 inmates. 
Among those who fl ed are gang leaders of at least 
seven communities, according to information given 
by offi cials who are not being quoted by name out of 
safety concerns.

Also:
MEXICO CITY: Prosecutors in southern Mexico said 
Wednesday that a mayoral candidate was killed in the 
Pacifi c coast state of Guerrero, one of a half-dozen lo-
cal politicians murdered so far this year ahead of the 
June 2 national elections.

Tomás Morales was hoping to become mayor of 
the violence-wracked city of Chilapa, Guerrero.

The ruling Morena party had not formally named 
Morales as candidate, but he was considered a top 
contender in the race.

State prosecutors said a gunman shot Morales to 
death outside his home in Chilapa late Tuesday. For 
more than a decade, the relatively isolated city of 
Chilapa has been the scene of bloody turf battles be-
tween drug gangs.

Earlier this month, Alfredo González, a mayoral 
contender in the town of Atoyac, Guerrero, was shot 
to death.

In late February, two mayoral hopefuls in the town 
of Maravatío, in the neighboring state of Michoacán, 
were killed by gunmen within hours of each other.

One, like Morales, was from the governing Morena 
party of President Andrés Manuel López Obrador. 
The other belonged to the conservative National Ac-
tion Party. A third mayoral hopeful from that town 
was abducted and found dead in November.

❑     ❑     ❑

MEXICO CITY: A prominent journalist who went 
missing this week in western Mexico said Wednesday 
he was abducted, beaten and questioned by an armed 
gang about his reporting before being let go with a 
warning to tone down his journalism.

Authorities confi rmed that radio and television 
anchor Jaime Barrera, who has written about drug 
cartel violence, was found alive and well Wednesday. 
Barrera vanished Monday after leaving a radio station 
where he worked in the city of Guadalajara. He said he 
had barely gotten in his car when fi ve men surrounded 
him with guns drawn.

In interviews with the Radio Formula station, Bar-
rera described how his captors bundled him into a ve-
hicle, blindfolded him and took him somewhere.

Aristide

In this photo provided by the North Korean government, North Korean leader Kim Jong Un drives a new-type tank in North Korea  March 13. (AP)

Thai ex-PM Thaksin makes fi rst public appearances

North Korea’s Kim drives tank during drills
SEOUL, South Korea, March 14, 
(Agencies): North Korean leader Kim 
Jong Un joined his troops in train-
ing to operate newly developed battle 
tanks as he called for bigger efforts to 
prepare for war, state media reported 
Thursday.

The North’s tank training was seen 
as a response to the annual 11-day 
South Korean-US military drills that 
are to end later Thursday. The North 
views its rivals’ exercises a rehearsal 
for invasion.

The North’s training on Wednesday 
was designed to inspect tankmen’s 
combat capabilities and involved the 
new-type main battle tank that Kim 
called “the world’s most powerful,” 
the offi cial Korean Central News 
Agency.

During the training, heavy tanks 
moved around various simulated 
harsh combat circumstances and 
fired rounds at targets. Kim mount-
ed one of the new-type tanks and 
drove it himself, “adding to the high 
militant spirit of the tankmen of our 
army,” KCNA said.

North Korea’s Defense Ministry 
earlier vowed to carry out “responsible 
military activities” in reaction to the 
ongoing South Korea-US military ex-
ercises in the South. Kim later super-
vised artillery fi ring drills.

The South Korean-US training in-
volve a computer-simulated command 
post training and 48 kinds of fi eld ex-
ercises, twice the number conducted 
last year.

North Korea has dialed up its weap-
ons testing activities since early 2022 
in a bid to modernize and enlarge its 
nuclear and missile arsenals. The US 
and South Korea have expanded their 
training exercises and a trilateral drill 
involving Japan in response.

Also:
TOKYO: South Korean Defense Min-
ister Shin Won-sik called on special 
operations troops Wednesday to equip 
themselves with capabilities to “swift-
ly eliminate” the North Korean leader-
ship if it starts a war against the South, 
Yonhap News Agency reported.

Shin made the call at the Army Spe-
cial Warfare Command in Icheon, 56 
km southeast of Seoul, as South Ko-
rea has been conducting the Freedom 
Shield joint military exercise with the 
US since last week to boost deterrence 
against the North’s threats.

“If Kim Jong-un starts a war, as a 
key unit of Korea Massive Punishment 
and Retaliation (KMPR), you must 
become the world’s strongest special 
operations unit to swiftly eliminate 

Asia

People displaced by the ongoing 
fi ghting between Congolese forces 
and M23 rebels gather in a camp on 
the outskirts of Goma, Democratic 
Republic of Congo, on March 13. 
Ramesh Rajasingham, OCHA (United 
Nations Offi ce for the Coordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs) head and rep-
resentative is carrying out a working 

visit to the region. (AP)

Blinken Rajasingham

Zimbabwe police rescue 251 kids: 
Zimbabwe police on Wednesday said they 
have arrested a man claiming to be a leader 
of an apostolic sect at a shrine where be-
lievers stay in a compound and authorities 
found 16 unregistered graves, including 
those of infants, and more than 250 children 
used as cheap labor.

In a statement, police spokesman Paul 
Nyathi said Ishmael Chokurongerwa, 56, 
led a sect with more than 1,000 members at 
a farm about 34 kilometers (21 miles) north-
west of the capital, Harare, where the chil-
dren were staying alongside other believers.

The children “were being used to perform 
various physical activities for the benefi t of 
the sect’s leadership,” he said. Of the 251 
children, 246 had no birth certifi cates.

“Police established that all children of 
school-going age did not attend formal 
education and were subjected to abuse 
as cheap labor, doing manual work in the 
name of being taught life skills,” said Ny-
athi.

Police said among the graves they found 
were those of seven infants whose burials 
were not registered with authorities. (AP)

❑     ❑     ❑

Congo faces unprecedented crisis: 
Escalating violence in Congo’s eastern re-
gion has displaced at least 250,000 people 
in the last month, a senior United Nations 
offi cial said Wednesday, describing the 
situation as an unprecedented humanitarian 
crisis.

Far from the nation’s capital, Kinshasa, 
eastern Congo has long been overrun by 
more than 120 armed groups seeking a 
share of the region’s gold and other re-
sources as they carry out mass killings. 
The result is one of the world’s largest 
humanitarian crises, with about 7 million 
people displaced, many of them beyond 
the reach of aid.

“It’s really heartbreaking (and) what I 
saw is truly a horrible situation,” Ramesh 
Rajasingham, director of coordination in 
the UN humanitarian offi ce, told The As-
sociated Press.

Rajasingham visited the city of Goma, 
where many are taking refuge. “Such a large 
number of displaced persons in such a short 
time is unprecedented,” he said. (AP)

❑     ❑     ❑

EU provides EUR 70m aid: The Euro-
pean Union announced providing an initial 
humanitarian aid of EUR 70 million for 
Africa’s Great Lakes region suffering from 
major humanitarian crises caused by con-
fl ict, violence and natural disasters.

In a statement, the European Commission 
mentioned that this funding will support, 

Africa

Worksafe Victoria representatives arrive for a press conference near Ballarat, 
Australia on March 14, after falling rocks inside a gold mine killed one worker 
and left another with life-threatening injuries. Another 29 workers inside the mine 
when the collapse happened Wednesday took refuge in a safety pod and later 

returned to the surface, Victoria state police said. (AP)

“projects addressing gender-based violence, 
support to Education in Emergencies, and 
disaster preparedness,”

The Democratic Republic of Congo will 
be allocated EUR 63.75 million to fi nance 
humanitarian projects, read the statement, 

while a further EUR six million has been al-
located to Burundi refugees in neighboring 
countries, including Rwanda and Tanzania, 
as well as returnees to Burundi.

In recent months, escalation of the con-
fl ict in DRC caused displacement of many 

and hampered delivery of humanitarian as-
sistance. (KUNA)

❑     ❑     ❑

Ruto reaffi rms commitment: Kenyan 
President William Ruto said Wednesday the 
country will still lead a U.N.-backed multi-
national police force to help quell gang 
violence in Haiti once a transitional presi-
dential council is formed in the Caribbean 
country.

Ruto said in a post on X, formerly Twit-
ter, that US Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken had briefed him on the latest de-
velopments in Haiti and that he assured 
Blinken of Kenya’s commitment to deploy 
a police force to Haiti. 

“I assured Secretary Blinken that Kenya 
will take leadership of the UN Security Sup-
port Mission in Haiti to restore peace and 
security,” Ruto said.

Kenya’s Foreign Affairs Principal Secre-
tary Korir Sing’oei on Tuesday said Kenya 
had put on hold the deployment of 1,000 of 
its policemen until a clear administration is 
in place in Haiti. The announcement came 
after Haiti Prime Minister Ariel Henry said 
he would resign once a presidential council 
is created.

Kenya had agreed last October to lead a 
UN-authorized international police force 
to Haiti, but the country’s top court in 
January ruled it unconstitutional, in part 
because of a lack of reciprocal agreements 
on such deployments between the two 
countries. (AP)

the enemy leadership,” Shin said, ac-
cording to his offi ce. KMPR refers to 
an operational plan to incapacitate the 
North’s leadership in a major confl ict.

It is a pillar of the military’s “three-
axis” deterrence system against North 
Korea, which also includes the Kill 
Chain pre-emptive strike platform and 
the Korea Air and Missile Defense 
system.

❑     ❑     ❑

BANGKOK: Former Thai Prime Min-
ister Thaksin Shinawatra began his 
fi rst public appearances since leaving 
detention, with an early morning visit 
to a shrine in Bangkok on Thursday 
before fl ying to his home province of 
Chiang Mai in the country’s north.

The controversial billionaire, a 
longtime rival of the country’s con-

servative elite who was toppled in a 
coup in 2006 but remains influential 
in politics, arrived before dawn at the 
capital’s City Pillar, accompanied by 
his youngest daughter Paetongtarn, 
the leader of governing Pheu Thai 
party.

Thaksin spent years in exile to avoid 
a jail term for corruption, a charge he 
always denied, but returned to Thailand 
as his allies in parliament formed a coa-
lition government with military parties 
associated with the coups that repeatedly 
drove him and his allies out of power.

He was immediately sent to prison 
but within hours was moved to a city 
center hospital after he was diagnosed 
as being seriously ill. Soon afterwards, 
his eight-year sentence was commuted 
to one year. 

Two Indonesian presidential rivals plan to
contest poll results with fraud allegations
JAKARTA, Indonesia, March 14, 
(AP): The camps of the two Indo-
nesian presidential candidates who 
appear to have lost in an election 
last month said Thursday they plan 
to challenge the offi cial results in 
the Constitutional Court with alle-
gations of widespread fraud.

Indonesians voted on Feb. 14 for a 
successor to popular President Joko 
Widodo, who is serving his second 
and fi nal term. The election is a three-
way race among current Defense 
Minister Prabowo Subianto and two 
former provincial governors, Anies 
Baswedan and Ganjar Pranowo.

Subianto is a former general 
linked to past human rights abuses 
who had the incumbent president’s 
tacit backing because Widodo’s 
son is Subianto’s vice-presidential 
running mate. Subianto claimed 
victory on election day after unof-
fi cial tallies showed that he won the 
poll with nearly 60% of the votes.

The General Election Com-
mission has offi cially tallied over 
78% of the votes as of Thursday, 
with Subianto taking 58.82%, 
Baswedan 24.50% and Pranowo 
16.68%. Baswedan and Pranowo 
have refused to concede and al-
leged fraud in the election.

Also:
HONG KONG: Three former organ-
izers of Hong Kong’s annual vigil 
in remembrance of the 1989 Tian-
anmen Square crackdown on pro-
democracy protests lost their bid to 
overturn their conviction Thursday 

over their refusal to provide authori-
ties with information on the group 
under a national security law.

Chow Hang-tung, Tang Ngok-
kwan and Tsui Hon-kwong were 
core members of the Hong Kong Al-
liance in Support of Patriotic Demo-
cratic Movements of China before 
it disbanded under the shadow of 
the Beijing-imposed law in 2021. 
They received a sentence of 4 1/2 
months last year - widely seen as 
part of a crackdown on dissidents 
following massive pro-democracy 
protests in 2019. Before the group 
dissolved, police had sought details 
about its operations and fi nances in 
connection with alleged links to de-
mocracy groups overseas, accus-
ing it of being a foreign agent. 

❑     ❑     ❑

TAIPEI, Taiwan: City offi cials in 
eastern China apologized to local 
journalists after authorities were 
shown pushing them and trying to 
obstruct reporting from the site of 
a deadly explosion, in a rare ac-
knowledgment of state aggression 
against journalists.

The city of Sanhe, near Beijing, 
issued a public apology Thursday 
after authorities were shown har-
assing reporters from state broad-
caster CCTV during a live broad-
cast near the site of a suspected 
gas leak explosion that killed seven 
and injured 27 on Wednesday.

Harassment of journalists - espe-
cially foreign reporters - is common 
in China but almost never acknowl-
edged by the state.



dollar stable CMA approves marketing of global funds in Kuwait

The exchange rate of US Dollar 
stabilized on Thursday against the 
Kuwaiti Dinar at KD 0.307 as did 
the Euro at KD 0.335 compared 
to yesterday’s rates, said Central 
Bank of Kuwait (CBK).

CBK indicated in its daily bulle-
tin that the Pound Sterling stabi-
lized at KD 0.392 and the Swiss 
Franc went down by 0.23 per-
cent to KD 0.349 while the Japa-
nese Yen remained at KD 0.002  
(KUNA)

The Capital Markets Authority (CMA) has 
granted approval to several local invest-
ment companies to market approximately 
nine funds within the Kuwaiti market since 
the beginning of the year. These funds 
were established abroad for the benefi t 
of seven local fi nancial institutions, based 
on the applications submitted by the com-
panies managing these funds, reports Al-
Jarida daily.

The marketing of global fund units with-
in the local market or the establishment of 
new funds was carried out in accordance 

with the recent amendments made by the 
CMA to the provisions of Book Thirteen 
“Collective Investment Regulations” of 
the executive regulations of Law No. 7 of 
2010, which governs the establishment of 
the Markets Authority and the regulation 
of securities activities.

Despite the recent amendments, most 
investment companies still fi nd it more 
feasible to establish investment funds 
outside the local market and then market 
them within Kuwait due to less stringent 
conditions and regulatory frameworks 

abroad. This indicates a need to recon-
sider the licensing requirements and con-
ditions for establishing funds locally to 
make Kuwait more competitive in attract-
ing these funds to establish their head-
quarters in the country.

Although the CMA has set standards 
and facilities for Kuwaiti companies to in-
vest fi nancially abroad and obtain licens-
es to establish investment funds outside 
Kuwait, some investment companies still 
fi nd profi table opportunities in investing in 
offshore jurisdictions such as the Cayman 

Islands, where there are no censorship or 
taxes.

All investment funds, whether es-
tablished abroad or locally, are sub-
ject to the provisions of fi nancial mar-
ket authorities, including Law No. 7 of 
2010 and its executive regulations and 
amendments. Investment companies 
must comply with the instructions and 
requirements of the relevant authority 
before obtaining the necessary approv-
als and licenses for marketing or estab-
lishment.

Market Movements         14-03-2024

Business   Change Closing pts
SAUDI - Tadawul +5.38 12,728.53
UAE - DFM +31.10 4,290.34
JAPAN - Nikkei 225 +111.41 38,807.38
PHILIPPINES - PSEi +2.45 6,967.96
PAKISTAN - KSE 100 +996.10 65,205.82

   Change Closing pts

Strong non-oil GDP growth supports Kuwaiti banks’ stability

By Moody’s Investor Service

We maintain a stable outlook for Kuwait’s banking 
system, reflecting our expectation that continued 

growth in the non-oil economy will support credit condi-
tions for Kuwaiti banks. The banks’ concentrated lend-
ing to single borrowers and their international operations 
in weaker countries, like Turkey and Egypt, pose risks 
to banks’ solvency, but these vulnerabilities are miti-
gated by very large loan-loss reserves, solid capital, and 
sound liquidity. We expect Kuwaiti banks’ profitability 
to remain solid, while reliance on market funding should 
remain low. Adverse political or geopolitical develop-
ments, or much lower oil prices, remain potential risks to 
the stable outlook

Robust growth in the non-oil economy, solid profi t-
ability, healthy capital and liquidity drive our stable 
outlook 

Non-oil GDP growth will remain strong, supporting 
banks’ business generation. The Kuwaiti economy is 
continuing to recover from 2020. The government’s 
2023-2027 action plan, a part of its 2035 Kuwait vision 
to diversify the economy, is focused on delivering key 
infrastructure projects to support growth in the non-oil 
economy. We expect the growth in the non-oil econo-
my, where the banks conduct most of their business, to 
remain strong (forecasted at 4% in 2024) supported by 
increased government expenditure as announced in the 
2023-2024 budget. This trend will improve business 
conditions for the country’s banks. We anticipate that 
the projects targeted as part of this plan will drive an 
annual credit growth of around 5% over the next 12 to 
18 months. 

Loan quality will remain stable. We expect prob-
lem loans to stay low, at around 1.8% of gross loans 
in 2024, driven by favorable operating conditions for 
banks in their domestic market. International opera-
tions in weaker economies, such as those in Turkey 
and Egypt, could pose some lending risk. However, 
these operations are relatively small when compared 
to total assets. The practice of concentrated lending to 
single large borrowers, along with exposure to vola-
tile real estate and equity markets, continues to present 
vulnerabilities. As of September 2023, consumer loans 
comprise 35.3% of the loan book; they are well pro-
tected since they are largely to Kuwaiti government 
employees with high job security and salary assign-
ments. Construction and real estate stand at 23% of the 
loan book as of September 2023. 

The capacity for loss absorption is solid. Kuwaiti 
banks hold strong capital buffers. Tangible common eq-
uity1, our preferred measure of capital, will remain sta-
ble for the Kuwait banking sector at between 12.5% and 
13.0% of risk-weighted assets. The banks’ capacity to ab-
sorb losses is further bolstered by high loan-loss reserves, 
which stood at 246% of problem loans as of September 
2023. We anticipate moderate loan growth, which should 
keep Kuwaiti banks’ capital steady over the next 12-to-

18 months. 
Profi tability will stabilise after modest increases in 

recent years. We anticipate that sector-wide net income 
will average 1.4% of tangible assets over the next 12 to 
18 months, stabilizing from the high level of September 
2023, which stood at 1.5%. Banks have very high loan 
loss reserves and provisioning cost should remain low. 
The reversal of the interest rate cycle should reduce 
funding costs and ease competitive pricing on consumer 
loans, factors that will support the banks’ profi tability. 
The presence of small branch networks and large asset 
bases also contribute to strong effi ciency. Loan loss pro-
vision to gross loans remained very low at 26 basis points 
as of September 2023. 

Reliance on market funding will remain low, and li-
quidity will stay strong. Kuwaiti banks will continue to 
be primarily funded by low-cost, stable deposits, a credit 
strength. Furthermore reliance on costly public entities 
deposits is slowly decreasing as private sector deposits 
gather pace. As of September 2023, customer deposits 
accounted for around 70% of liabilities, while liquid 
assets made up roughly a third of total assets. Nonethe-
less credit growth has outpaced deposit growth in recent 
years, pushing the loans to deposit ratio above 90% with 
a slight increase in market funding, which stood at 21% 
of tangible banking assets. 

We assume a very high likelihood of government 
support. The government has a history of providing 
capital to distressed banks and possesses substantial 
financial assets that it could mobilize for further sup-
port, if necessary. This publication does not announce 
a credit rating action. For any credit ratings referenced 
in this publication, please see the issuer/deal page on 
https://ratings.moodys.com for the most updated cred-
it rating action information and rating history. 2 13 
March 2024 Banking System Outlook - Kuwait: Ro-
bust growth in the non-oil economy drives our stable 
outlook

Rating universe 
We rate eight Kuwaiti banks, representing an estimated 

96.8% of banking sector assets and around 96% of bank-
ing sector loans and deposits. Kuwaiti banks’ average 
asset-weighted stand-alone Baseline Credit Assessment 
(BCA) is baa2. The average local currency deposit rat-
ing is A2, incorporating on average three notches of gov-
ernment support uplift, which refl ects our view of a very 
high probability of government support in the event of 
stress. 

Banking System Outlook defi nition 
The Banking System Outlook refl ects our view of cred-

it fundamentals in the banking sector over the next 12 
to 18 months. Banking sector  outlooks are distinct from 
rating outlooks, which, in addition to sector dynamics, 
also refl ect issuers’ specifi c characteristics and actions. 

The outlook does not represent a sum of upgrades, 
downgrades or ratings under review, or an average of rat-
ing outlooks. 

Loan quality expected to remain stable, supported by favorable conditions

Merger plans for KNPC and KIPIC underway

Kuwait Petroleum Corporation appoints acting CEO for KIPIC
KUWAIT CITY, March 14: The 
Board of Directors of Kuwait Pe-
troleum Corporation (KPC) is 
taking steps to appoint Engineer 
Wadha Al-Khatib, CEO of Ku-
wait National Petroleum Company 
(KNPC), as the acting CEO of Ku-
wait Integrated Petroleum Indus-
tries Company (KIPIC) alongside 
her current responsibilities, reports 
Al-Qabas daily.

Sources indicate that the tenure 
extension of Walid Al-Badr, CEO 
of KIPIC, is set to expire at the end 
of March unless renewed. KPC is 
actively pursuing the merger of its 
affiliated oil companies, with plans 
to merge KNPC and KIPIC during 
the current year.

The decision to merge these 
entities aligns with broader ob-
jectives, including cost reduction, 
particularly in operations, and per-
formance enhancement. There’s 
a recognized need to restructure 
KPC and its subsidiaries to bet-
ter align with long-term strategic 
goals, aiming to enhance efficien-
cy and increase oil and gas produc-
tion to meet targets set until 2040.

The merger decision is driven by 
the need to enhance global com-
petitiveness, flexibility, and agility 
in the oil sector, particularly amidst 
significant industry challenges.

Achieving a production capacity 
of around 4 million barrels of oil 
per day necessitates advanced op-
erational methods, say oil sources.

Regarding employee concerns, 
it’s emphasized that the rights of 
all employees in merged com-
panies will be safeguarded, with 
no layoffs planned. Employees 
will either be transferred to other 
companies with similar technical 
specialization or retained within 
the resulting parent company, en-
suring no adverse impact on their 
rights, job grades, salaries, or fi-
nancial benefits.

KPC is committed to ensuring 

‘Clean energy transitions pose security challenges’

OPEC highlights threats to oil supply security
VIENNA, March 14, (KUNA): 
OPEC called on Wednesday for 
seeking all means to promote and 
use clean energy through boost-
ing and safeguarding security for 
all.

In a statement issued on 
Wednesday, the organization said 
“We took note of the Internation-
al Energy Agency (IEA) reaffirm-
ing the significance of oil security 
to energy transitions in its most 
recent commentary: ‘A strong fo-
cus on oil security will be critical 
throughout the clean energy tran-
sition.”

“At OPEC, we are encouraged 
by this message and the reference 
to the continuing importance of 
oil to the world.”

It added that the IEA said, in its 
commentary, “An enduring focus 
on oil security is a consequence of 
the continued need for oil to fuel 
cars, trucks, ships and aircraft, as 
well as to produce the petrochem-
icals necessary to manufacture 
countless everyday items”.

“These messages have been 
strongly voiced by OPEC for 
many years, and we will con-
tinue to reiterate that energy se-
curity, energy affordability and 
reducing emissions need to go 

hand-in-hand, as we look to an 
all-energies, all-technologies and 
all-peoples approach to energy 
transitions.”

The IEA’s commentary also 
underlines a number of other crit-
ical points, it affirmed.

It noted, “Investment uncer-
tainty raises the risk of a supply-
demand imbalance” and talks of 
how this can leave “oil companies 
facing difficult and commercially 
risky decisions.”

“This is true, but it is important 
to stress that the IEA’s talk of the 
need for no new oil and natural 
gas fields in its net zero pathway 
has contributed significantly to 
this uncertainty, which has the 
potential to lead to major energy 
chaos, not the desired energy se-
curity.”

It highlighted that oil supply 
security is threatened by an array 
of additional factors, such as geo-
politics, extreme weather events 
and cyber-attacks. It is important 
to stress that these factors have 
the potential to affect all energies, 
as well as all economic sectors.

The oil sector is not isolated in 
this regard.

It also referenced “the emerg-
ing security dimensions of clean 

energy transitions, such as critical 
mineral supplies.”

Critical mineral supply chains 
will also come under pressure in 
the IEA’s net zero pathway, given 
that the IEA says a typical electric 
vehicle needs six times the min-
eral inputs of a conventional car.

It is incumbent on all indus-
try stakeholders to focus on and 
contribute to oil security, in all 
facets, given the immense ben-
efits that oil, and the petroleum 
products derived from it, continue 
to provide to people and nations 
across the world.

“OPEC has consistently re-
affirmed its commitment to oil 
market stability and security of 
supply, including through its 
Members holding spare capacity 
at their own cost in case of any 
unforeseen global oil supply dis-
ruptions.”

“We have also underscored 
how underinvestment in the in-
dustry could imperil that security. 
The stakes are high. This war-
rants clear and consistent messag-
ing from all energy stakeholders 
on how vital oil and energy secu-
rity is for the health of the global 
economy and the welfare of bil-
lions around the world.”

that employees are not adversely 
affected by decisions related to the 
merger and restructuring of the oil 
sector.

The merger process is expected to 
bring significant value to the oil sector, 
resulting in cost savings, increased an-
nual profits, and enhanced efficiency 
by integrating similar activities such 

as refining, production, marketing, and 
foreign investments to maximize the 
value of hydrocarbons.

Also:
KUWAIT CITY: Kuwait oil price 
went down by 62 cents on 
Wednesday to reach USD 82.51 
per barrel, compared to USD 83.13 

pb on Tuesday, said the Kuwait 
Petroleum Corporation (KPC) on 
Thursday.

In international markets, Brent 
crude oil rose by USD 2.11 to 
reach USD 84.03 per barrel, while 
West Texas Intermediate rose by 
USD 2.16 to reach USD 79.72 a 
barrel.

 Asset seizures raise concerns 

Kuwait’s small shareholders face
information disparity, says report
KUWAIT CITY, March 14: The 
issue of small shareholders being 
the last to know about the reali-
ties within companies is a sig-
nifi cant concern, despite existing 
laws emphasizing the impor-
tance of disclosing essential in-
formation transparently, reports 
Al-Jarida daily.

There are several reasons why 
infl uential information remains 
restricted to insiders and not dis-
closed to others such as by:

Delaying Tactics -- Some 
companies deliberately provide 
misleading data and information 
to prolong procedures and ex-
ploit legal loopholes. This pro-
longation allows them to avoid 
addressing diffi cult fi nancial 
conditions or other challenges 
they may be facing.

Debt Restructuring Plans -- 
Companies may call for general 
assemblies to review debt struc-
turing and capitalization plans, 
even if they know that these 
plans are likely to fail. They may 
bet on buying time and passing 
on the crisis to avoid immediate 
repercussions.

Concealing Strategic Issues 
-- Financially distressed com-
panies with faltering projects 
abroad may hide critical facts 
from shareholders. They may 
evade inquiries or provide vague 
responses, delaying the provi-
sion of necessary information.

Disagreements and Confl ict 
-- Some groups neglect to pre-
sent the facts of internal disa-
greements or confl icts, knowing 
that litigation processes can take 
years. This delay allows them to 
avoid immediate accountability 
or pressure from shareholders.

Seizure of Assets -- Compa-
nies may face substantial asset 
seizures through legal means, 
exploiting administrative infl u-
ence and control of the Board 

of Directors. Approvals may be 
passed under questionable cir-
cumstances, leading to the loss 
of assets.

Continuous Resignations -- 
Continuous resignations from 
board members or executives, 
often due to fi nancial reasons 
or disagreements, can harm the 
company and its shareholders. 
This turnover may indicate un-
derlying issues within the com-
pany’s management.

Manipulative Practices -- 
Companies may manipulate 
share prices without justifying 
the reasons behind signifi cant 
changes. Hollow disclosures 
may mislead shareholders and 
regulatory authorities.

Financial Violations -- Some 
companies may engage in fi nan-
cial violations without disclosing 
them. Mass manipulation opera-
tions may occur without appro-
priate measures being taken.

Opaque Management -- In 
some cases, companies are man-
aged by one party behind the 
scenes, with the Board of Direc-
tors unaware of operational de-
tails. This lack of transparency 
allows infl uential information to 
be controlled and hidden.

Sale of Foreign Assets -- 
Companies may sell foreign as-
sets to benefi t specifi c parties, 
obscuring the entity’s operations 
and preventing shareholders 
from tracking those assets.

Overall, these practices high-
light the need for increased 
transparency and accountability 
within companies to ensure that 
all shareholders have access to 
essential information. 

The regulatory authorities 
should closely monitor and ad-
dress instances of non-disclosure 
and manipulation to protect the 
interests of shareholders and in-
vestors.



Bitcoin has surged to unprecedented heights Britain’s GDP up 0.2 pct in Jan. ‘24

Bitcoin has surged to unprec-
edented heights, surpassing 
$73,300 and achieving its high-
est levels ever. This remarkable 
growth represents a staggering 47 
percent increase over the last 30 
days and a notable 10 percent rise 
over the past seven days. With its 
market value exceeding $1.4 tril-
lion, Bitcoin has now become the 
eighth most valuable global asset, 
surpassing the market value of sil-
ver metal, reports Al-Jarida daily.

Several factors are driving Bit-
coin’s bullish momentum. The 
recent approval by the Securities 
and Exchange Commission of 
Thailand for asset management 
companies to launch Bitcoin ex-
change-traded funds (ETFs) has 
contributed to the positive senti-
ment surrounding Bitcoin. Addi-
tionally, the announcement from 
the London Stock Exchange that 
it will start accepting applications 
for Bitcoin exchange-traded notes 

(ETNs) in the next quarter further 
fueled optimism in the market.

Furthermore, the signifi cant 
milestone achieved by Black-
rock, the largest Bitcoin ETF is-
suer, has added to the upward 
pressure on Bitcoin prices. 
Blackrock’s spot fund, known 
as the “IBIT ETF,” has amassed 
over 200,000 BTC under man-
agement within just two months 
of its launch, indicating growing 
institutional interest in Bitcoin.

The gross domestic product (GDP) 
rose up by 0.2 pct in January after 
shrinking by 0.1 pct in December 
of the prior year, showed offi cial 
statistics showed on Wednesday. 
In a report by the Offi ce for Na-
tional Statistics (ONS), the statis-
tics showed that this growth led to 
improving service outputs, which 
represents almost 80 pct of the lo-
cal economy, to grow by 0.2 pct in 
January.

It added that the construction 

output grew by 1.1 pct in January 
while production output declined 
by 0.2 pct. Another statistics re-
port by the ONS showed Britain’s 
net trade defi cit rose in January 
to 16.1 billion sterling pound 
(USD 20.6 billion).

It also showed that the value of 
goods import rose to 900 million 
sterling pound (USD 1.15 billion) 
due to the high domestic demand of 
fuel imports for the total of monthly 
imports to reach 45.9 billion sterling 

pound (USD 58.7 billion).
It added that in the same month, 

British exports fell slightly by 100 
million sterling pound (USD 127.9 
billion) to reach 29.8 billion sterling 
pound (USD 38.1 billion).

The report showed that the im-
ports from the European market in 
January totaled 25.8 billion sterling 
pound (USD 33 billion) while Brit-
ish exports to the European mar-
ket reached 14.7 billion sterling 
pound (USD 18.8 billion). (KUNA)
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Development tied to lower oil revenues

Kuwait: Fiscal balance returns to deficit in 9M FY23/24
By National Bank of Kuwait

Ministry of Finance data show that the government 
recorded a fiscal deficit of KD 1.7 billion for the 

first nine months of the current fiscal year (FY2023/24), 
after an exceptional surplus in the same period of the pre-
vious fiscal year. The deficit was due to a combination of 
much lower oil revenues and a broad surge in spending 
above historic trends. Given no big change in oil prices 
so far in 2024, and assuming the typical jump in spending 
towards the end of the fiscal year, a wider deficit is likely 
in the closing accounts of FY23/24. The switch back to a 
deficit highlights the public finances’ continued exposure 
to volatile oil revenues and the structural impact of high 
current spending.

The fiscal deficit was around 4.5% of pro-rated esti-
mated GDP in the first nine months (April-December) 
of FY2023/24, from a surplus of KD 10.1 billion in 
the same period of FY2022/23. Almost half of the 
year-on-year worsening in the balance was due to a 
drop in revenues linked to lower oil prices and OPEC+ 
production cuts, which were recently extended until 
mid-2024. The rest was due to a surge in spending, 
which although expected due to a record size budget 
(including some exceptional items), came at a notably 
higher rate of allocations compared to previous years, 
which could be an indication of a change in bookkeep-
ing practices. Still, a sizeable portion (KD 9 billion or 
35%) of the budget expenditure allocation remains un-
used, and with the historical actual/budgeted spending 
ratio at around 95%, spending is likely to accelerate in 
the final months of the year. Together with a lower oil 
price average so far in the final quarter of FY23/24, the 
deficit is likely to widen to above KD 3 billion by the 
end of the fiscal year, exceeding our previous forecast 
of KD 2.2 billion.

Broad increase in current spending
The 9M saw a jump in total expenditures by 56% 

y/y to KD 17.2 bn, 65% of the full-year budget allo-
cation.  Current spending which constitutes the vast 
majority, rose by 59% y/y to KD 16.5 bn, with a broad 
increase across all spending categories, but mostly in 
compensation of employees, goods and services and 
subsidies which rose sharply from the previous year. 
As mentioned above, the higher spending can be partly 
owed to a large budget, which added KD 3.3bn in cur-
rent spending, around half of which (KD 1.6bn) was 
one-off arrears and vacation allowances. The remain-
der comes from budgeted increases in other items 
including wages & salaries, social security, cost of 
living and student allowances, and MoH pharmaceuti-
cals. Further, nine-month spending as a percentage of 
the pro-rated budget allocation was an elevated 87% 
in FY23/24 compared to only 63% the previous year, 
reflecting the higher than usual pace of spending.  Fi-
nally, the higher spending came despite a lower oil 
price average (-16% y/y) which would normally lead 

to lower fuel related outlays under subsidies and goods 
and services.  

Capital expenditure sees continued but slower de-
cline

Capital expenditure continued to decline, with 9M 
cumulative outlays down 6.2% y/y to only KD 763 mil-
lion. Outlays were 39% of the full-year budget allocation, 
which was at a recent low of KD 1.83 bn. Low capital 
spending refl ects a multi-year negative trend despite the 
large projects in the state’s development plan, making 
room for increased current spending and refl ecting on-
going liquidity constraints. In addition, the decline could 
be attributed to the political turbulence of recent years, 
which may have affected the decision-making and ex-
ecution process. With that said, the pace of decline was 
slower than previous years, implying that spending could 
stabilize before potentially recovering to levels consistent 
with long-term development goals. This will depend on 
liquidity-enhancing reforms which could spur a revival 
in capex.

Revenues fall on lower oil prices and output
Revenues fell 27% y/y to KD 15.5bn in 9M FY 

23/24, reaching 79% of the full-year budget, though 
well below historical levels despite the typically con-
servative budget revenue assumptions. The drop was 
due to the exceptionally high oil revenues in the previ-
ous fiscal year, combined with a decline in oil prices, 
and below budget production of 2.55 mb/d (vs 2.65 
mb/d) due to OPEC constraints. With production lim-
its expected to continue until mid-2024, and softer oil 
prices so far this year, oil revenues could be close to 
the budget projection of KD 17.2 bn by the end of the 
fiscal year. Meanwhile, non-oil revenues amounted 
to KD 1.2 bn, 51% of the full year budget and with 
the fiscal year drawing to a close in March, non-oil 
revenues could fall slightly short of the 10% increase 
outlined in the budget. 

Public fi nances on track for record-sized closing ac-
count

Given the record size of the FY23/24 budget and that 
cumulative spending was well above trend in the first 
nine-fiscal months, expenditure is on track to reach a 
record level in the FY23/24 closing account – although 
uncertainty over the likely size of the year-end jump in 
spending makes projections difficult. The draft budget 
for FY24/25 projects a KD 1.7 bn or 6.6% b/b decline 
in spending, but this is mostly due to the omission of 
the prior mentioned one-off items from the previous 
budget and recurring current spending (mostly wages 
and subsidies driven) remains high. As expenditure 
continues to rise to critical levels, the vulnerability of 
the government’s finances to oil price volatility be-
comes more pronounced, stressing the need for swift 
reforms to address structural weaknesses and to pro-
mote fiscal sustainability.

Reflection of a troubled economy

Elderly retirees face big losses
after Chinese trust ‘goes bust’
CHENGDU, China, March 14, (AP): 
Some investors in a troubled trust fund 
in China are facing fi nancial ruin under 
a government plan to return a fraction 
of their money, casualties of a slump 
in the property industry and a broader 
economic slowdown. 

Sichuan Trust, headquartered in the 
southwest city of Chengdu, announced 
it was insolvent in 2020, stricken by 
sketchy accounting and failed invest-
ments in shopping malls and other proj-
ects. A deadline earlier this month to 
accept a 20%-60% “haircut” or loss on 
their investments has left some inves-
tors in deep fi nancial trouble, according 
to public announcements and AP inter-
views with fi ve people affected.

China’s economy, the world’s sec-
ond largest, depends heavily on real 
estate development to drive growth 
and create jobs. Property prices and 
sales have languished after a crack-
down on what leaders viewed as dan-
gerous levels of borrowing, causing 
dozens of developers to default on 
their debts.

At the National People’s Congress 
session in Beijing last week, offi cials 
pledged to do more to protect inves-
tors. Premier Li Qiang said China 
would work to control risks and re-
solve the property crisis. 

For the people who put their life 
savings into Sichuan Trust and similar 
entities, it’s likely too late. Around 300 
of more than 8,000 investors refused 
to accept a government plan and are 
looking for legal help, a relative of one 
investor said. A few who attempted to 
come to Beijing during the congress to 
air their grievances were blocked by 
police, the relative said.

The ruling Communist Party faces a 
dilemma: Debt is a problem, but fall-
ing home prices lead people to scrimp 
on spending. That squeezes compa-
nies’ sales, so they lay off workers and 
cut back on investment. The result: 
slowing growth and less wealth to go 
around.

Inevitably, someone will end up los-
ing out as China’s debt crisis unwinds, 
said Tsinghua University fi nance pro-
fessor Michael Pettis. 

“Nobody wants to absorb the loss. 
If you assign it to households, you 
weaken consumption even more,” Pet-
tis said. “It’s got to be assigned. And 
that’s the political problem.”

Trusts are a cross between a bank 
and an investment fund. Some adver-
tised their offerings as reliable, high 
interest government-backed accounts. 
They’re actually private entities that 
fund projects like factories and shop-
ping malls. Weak disclosure require-

ments allowed them to use money 
from new investors to pay what they 
owed earlier ones, a set-up somewhat 
like a Ponzi scheme.

“Financial supervision was relatively 
loose in the past, so the design of these 
products, including systems for protect-
ing investors’ rights and interests, had 
serious issues,” said Zhu Zhenxin, chief 
analyst at Rushi Finance Institute in Bei-
jing. “If underlying assets of fi nancial 
products won’t generate enough returns 
to pay such high interest rates, default is 
inevitable.”

The troubles at Sichuan Trust fi rst 
surfaced when the government began 
restricting new sales of trust products 
in 2020. Without revenue from new 
investors, it couldn’t pay its outstand-
ing debts.

That summer, Sichuan Trust an-
nounced it had 25.3 billion RMB ($3.5 
billion at the time) in debts it couldn’t 
repay. The provincial government and 
banking regulators took control, oust-
ing the management, reorganizing its 
books and launching an investigation. 

Hundreds of investors staged week-
ly protests outside the company’s 
headquarters and their losses became a 
political issue.

In 2021, police detained Sichuan 
Trust’s majority shareholder Liu Can-
glong, a mining and real estate tycoon 
who was once the richest man in Sich-
uan, a province of more than 80 mil-
lion people. He is accused of embez-
zling trust funds. 

In December, the trust announced it 
would return investors’ funds accord-
ing to a sliding scale of the original 
investment. The larger the investment 
stake, the larger the loss.

That sparked more protests.
“We’re extremely anxious,” one in-

vestor who asked not to be named told 
The AP. “It’s so cruel, the amount of 
money they’re giving us is so little.”

A person answering Sichuan Trust’s 
hotline said the company does not 
take interviews and would not provide 
comment. Sichuan Trust, the Sichuan 
provincial government and the China 
Banking and Insurance Regulatory 
Commission did not respond to faxed 
and emailed requests for comment.

The plan to return funds “appropri-
ately favors small and medium-sized 
investors,” Sichuan Trust said earlier 
in a public statement, calling it “fair.”

Those protesting fear say they’ve 
been harassed and intimidated, sub-
jected to police interrogations and 
threats from their children’s employ-
ers. They’ve been barred from leaving 
Chengdu or, at times, their housing 
compounds.

Biden against plans to sell US
Steel to a Japanese company

Announcement could have a ripple effect in race against Trump

WASHINGTON, March 
14, (AP): President Joe 
Biden is coming out in 
opposition to the planned 
sale of U.S. Steel to Nip-
pon Steel of Japan, say-
ing in a statement to be 
released Thursday that 
the U.S. needs to “main-
tain strong American 
steel companies powered 
by American steel work-
ers.”

In a statement obtained in ad-
vance by The Associated Press, 
Biden adds: “U.S. Steel has 
been an iconic American steel 
company for more than a centu-
ry, and it is vital for it to remain 
an American steel company 
that is domestically owned and 
operated.”

Thursday’s announcement, 
coming as Biden is campaigning in 
the Midwest, could have ripples in 
his race against the GOP presump-
tive nominee, Donald Trump. The 
Democratic president has made the 
restoration of American manufac-
turing a cornerstone of his agenda 
as he seeks reelection, and he has 
the endorsements of the AFL-
CIO and several other prominent 
unions. 

Nippon Steel announced in De-
cember that it planned to buy the 
Pittsburgh-based steel producer for 
$14.1 billion in cash, raising con-
cerns about what the transaction 
could mean for unionized workers, 
supply chains and U.S. national se-
curity. 

Shortly after the deal was an-
nounced, the White House indicat-
ed it would be under review by the 
secretive Committee on Foreign 
Investment in the United States. 

IMF to hold crucial talks with Pakistan over
release of final $1.1b tranche of $3b bailout
ISLAMABAD, March 14, (AP): The 
International Monetary Fund will 
hold a crucial round of talks with 
Pakistan’s newly elected govern-
ment this week to determine whether 
the country has met conditions for 
receiving the much needed fi nal $1.1 
billion tranche of a $3 billion bail-
out, offi cials said Wednesday.

The fi ve-day talks will begin 
Thursday in Islamabad with the gov-
ernment of Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif, whose advisers have hinted 
that Pakistan will seek a new bailout 
of up to $8 billion when the current 
one expires this month.

Pakistan is likely to get the fi nal 
installment of $1.1 billion from the 
IMF under the 2023 bailout deal 
agreed to by both sides last year. It 
needs the funds to overcome one of 
the worst economic crises in its his-
tory that had raised fears the South 

Asian Islamic nation could default 
on the payment of foreign debts.

In a statement, Pakistan’s Finance 
Ministry said Pakistan has complied 
with all of the IMF’s conditions to 
receive the much-need fi nal install-
ment of $1.1 billion under the bail-
out which expires this month.

The ministry said once a staff-lev-
el agreement with IMF is reached, 
the executive board of the global 
lender will approve the disbursement 
of the $1.1 billion to Pakistan.

The latest development comes a 
day after Pakistan’s newly appointed 
Finance Minister Muhammad Au-
rangzeb told reporters that Islam-
abad will seek a new bailout from 
the IMF when the current one suc-
cessfully concludes.

Last year’s bailout was signed by 
Sharif, who replaced former premier 
Imran Khan after a no-confi dence vote 

in parliament. Sharif was again elected 
the country’s premier this month after 
the Feb. 8 parliamentary elections.

The latest development comes days 
after Khan wrote a letter to the IMF 
urging it to link any talks with Islam-
abad to an audit of the recent elections, 
which his Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
party says were rigged. Authorities 
have dismissed the charge as baseless.

So far, the IMF has not comment-
ed on Khan’s letter. 

Khan has come under criticism 
by Sharif’s government for writing 
the letter, which said it was a bid by 
Khan to harm the economy. Pakistan 
narrowly averted a default on foreign 
payments last summer when the IMF 
approved the bailout for it following 
monthslong talks.

Sharif this week said that his big-
gest challenge is to overcome the lin-
gering economic crisis.

The government does not officially 
provide updates on the CFIUS re-
view process.

The Democratic president has a 
big megaphone to weigh in on the 
matter, but he is not intervening 
in the review process or formally 
blocking the deal, according to a 
person familiar with deliberations 
who insisted on anonymity to dis-
cuss the situation.

Trump said earlier this year after 
meeting with the Teamsters union 
that he would stop the U.S. Steel 
acquisition: “I would block it. I 
think it’s a horrible thing, when Ja-
pan buys U.S. Steel. I would block 
it instantaneously.”

Biden will travel on Thursday 
to Saginaw, Michigan, which was 
once home to multiple General 
Motors plants and where he hopes 

his backing from union workers 
can resonate with voters. 

The city is in a swing county that 
narrowly backed Trump in 2016 
and then flipped to Biden in 2020, 
making it a crucial contest in this 
year’s presidential race.

Biden has a close relationship 
with the United Steelworkers. He 
gave the union “personal assur-
ances ” that he has their backs, 
according to a February statement 
by the union about Nippon Steel’s 
plans. U.S. Steel is headquartered 
in Pennsylvania, another key state 
in this year’s election. 

The United Steelworkers is-
sued a statement last week after 
meeting with representatives from 
Nippon Steel that it had concerns 
about whether the company would 
honor existing labor agreements 

and about the company’s financial 
transparency, adding that there 
were “barriers” to closing a merg-
er.

The U.S. considers Japan to be 
one of its closest allies and a key 
partner in countering China’s 
ambitions and influence in Asia. 
Biden has visited the country twice 
as president and will host Japanese 
Prime Minister Fumio Kishida at 
the White House on April 10.

But Nippon Steel’s connections 
to China have raised concerns 
within the administration. More 
than half the steel produced glob-
ally comes from China, according 
to the World Steel Association. In-
dia is the second-largest producer, 
followed by Japan and the United 
States.
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Bank strives to confi rm leadership in social responsibility, sustainable development

KFH launches ‘Increase Good Deeds in Ramadan’ program
KUWAIT CITY, March 14: As part 
of its commitment to social responsi-
bility and community service, Kuwait 
Finance House (KFH) launched the 
“Increase Good Deeds in Ramadan” 
program for 2024. The program is 
packed with community initiatives, di-
verse volunteer campaigns, and daily 
interaction with the public.

Iftar and Ramadan Basket
KFH Deputy General Manager 

Public Relations and Media, Yousef 
Abdullah Al-Ruwaieh, said that KFH 
strives to include all segments of soci-
ety in its Ramadan program to further 
establish its reputation in volunteer 
work, social responsibility, and sus-
tainable development.

He added “KFH started its “Increase 
Good Deeds in Ramadan” program 
with KFH Volunteer Team that dis-
tributed Iftar meals at various locations 
across several Kuwaiti governorates, 
expanding the campaign’s reach. KFH 
volunteer team distributed Iftar snacks 
to drivers during Maghrib prayers. This 
initiative, conducted in cooperation 
with the Ministry of Interior, aimed 
to ensure drivers reached home safely 
by encouraging them to avoid speed-
ing.Furthermore, KFH partnered with 
the Kuwait Red Crescent Society to 
distribute Ramadan baskets. This col-
laboration not only strengthened the 
volunteer spirit but also helped instill 
the concept of giving within the com-
munity.”

Al-Ruwaieh pointed out that beyond 
food distribution, the program embrac-

es a variety of community initiatives. 
These include sports and youth activi-
ties, Qurra’aBaitik, daily interaction 
with the public, Gergean events, and 
awareness videos. The videos are pro-
duced in cooperation with the Ministry 
of Interior, Kuwait Fire Force, nutri-
tionists, and doctors. 

The program also offers hospitality 
services for prayers in mosques and 
shares iftar meals with various entities 
working during iftar time.

Sports and health activities
Al-Ruwaieh said that KFH Rama-

dan program offers a variety of sports 
and health activities during Ramadan. 
These include the V-Fit Virtual Walk-
ing Challenge, held in collaboration 
with the V-Thru App. This challenge 
encourages participants to walk in Al 
Shaheed Park and the Avenues Mall 
before iftar.

He added that KFH is co-organizing 

a sports event for men and women 
with Circuit+ at Al Hamra Mall. Ad-
ditionally, it co-organizes another sport 
event in the Arena Challenge at 360. 
For KFH staff, the program includes 
the Employees Indoor Football Cham-
pionship and the fi rst-ever US penalty 
shootout tournament.

In collaboration with Kuwaiti Chef 
Faisal Al-Nashmi, KFH offered a 
cooking workshop for female custom-
ers and employees.

Gergean Events
Al-Ruwaieh explained that in its “In-

crease Good Deeds in Ramadan” pro-
gram, KFH will host several Gergean 
celebrations for children at various lo-
cations. These events aim to bring joy 
to children while also preserving Ku-
waiti heritage.

The program features various com-
petitions and prizes designed to boost 
interaction and engagement with the 
public and customers through KFH’s 
social media platforms. These competi-
tions will offer valuable prizes for both 
customers and employees.

“Qurra’aBaitik” Competition
Al-Ruwaieh said that KFH continues 

its annual tradition of organizing the 
“Qurra’aBaitik” Ramadan competition 
for the tenth consecutive year, drawing 
a larger crowd each year. Additionally, 
KFH has released a Holy Quran ap-
plication for iOS and Android devices, 
which has seen a surge in users and of-
fers exclusive benefi ts.

Yousef Abdullah Al-Ruwaieh

Baytak Volunteer Team distributes Ramadan baskets in cooperation with the Kuwaiti Red Crescent.

KFH Volunteer Team distributes Iftar meals for fasting people

Initiative comes back for 17th year with 42k meals served throughout Holy Month

Zain’s Iftar Hall welcomes worshippers daily at Grand Mosque
KUWAIT CITY, March 14: 
Zain announced the launch of 
its annual Iftar initiative to serve 
fasting individuals during the 
Holy Month of Ramadan, which 
comes back in its 17th year, this 
time in strategic partnership with 
the Grand Mosque of Kuwait. 
The company receives worship-
pers daily at the Mosque’s main 
tent as part of its annual social 
campaign, Zain Alshuhoor, with 
a total of 42,000 meals served 
throughout the entire month.

The initiative’s kick-off was 
attended by Grand Mosque Ad-
ministration Director Ali Shadad, 
Zain Kuwait Corporate Relations 
Department Manager Hamad 
Al Musaibeeh, Zain and Grand 
Mosque offi cials, and members 
of the Zain Alshuhoor volunteer 
team.

Zain’s Iftar initiative, which 
comes back for the 17th year, is a 
main pillar of Zain’s annual social 
program during the Holy Month. 
Meals are served daily at the 
Grand Mosque’s main tent, along 
with meals distributed through 
trucks across Kuwaitin strategic 
partnership with the Kuwait Food 
Bank. The total number of meals 
served via both partners reaches 
42,000 for the entire month.

The Iftar initiative is directly 
supervised and organized by 
Zain’s team. In addition, mem-
bers of the Zain Alshuhoor vol-
unteer team – that consists of 
Zain employees from across the 

company’s divisions and depart-
ments – support the initiative, 
refl ecting the Zain family’s com-
mitment to bring about positive 
social impact in the community.

The strategic partnership be-
tween Zain and the Grand Mosque 
not only encompasses the Iftar 
meals initiative, but also extends 
to many other programs and con-
tributions that last throughout the 
Holy Month. These contributions 
include hospitality services for 
worshippers during the last ten 
days of Ramadan, Zain’s Holy 
Quran Recital competition, and 
the Zain employees Holy Quran 
Recital competition.

This year, six of Zain’s stra-
tegic community partners from 
both the public and private sec-
tors join its annual Ramadan so-
cial campaign, Zain Alshuhoor. 
The campaign features a wide 
range of humanitarian, charita-
ble, social, religious, health, and 
sports programs that continue 
throughout the Holy Month of 
Ramadan.

Zain Alshuhoor is one of Ku-
wait’s biggest and most success-
ful community programs during 
the Holy Month. Every year, the 
company introduces a bigger, re-
newed version of the campaign 
that expands upon the previous 
year in its initiatives and pro-
grams.The campaign strives to 
share the blessings of this much-
cherished month with the entire 
Kuwaiti people.

Alfouz fl yer

ABK announces Mohammad Yaqoub Boshehri as
winner of the Alfouz KD10,000 weekly draw prize
KUWAIT CITY, March 14: Al 
Ahli Bank of Kuwait (ABK) 
announced Mohammad Yaqoub 
Boshehri as the KD10,000 Alfouz 
weekly draw winner on Monday, 
11th March 2024, whereby the 
draw was held under the supervi-
sion of the Ministry of Commerce 
and Industry.

Since its launch, the Alfouz 
account continues to offer an 
impressive weekly draw of 
KD10,000. The Bank has recently 
expanded its offering by adding a 
new alluring monthly draw of 
KD20,000, and an exceptional 
quarterly draw of KD100,000. 

The account also retains its hall-
mark mega annual draw of a 
KD5,000 monthly salary for ten 

years. Furthermore, the Bank now 
offers customers an increased 
opportunity to win for every KD10 
as opposed to KD100 previously. 

ABK encourages everyone to 
open an Alfouz draw account and/
or increase their balances to have 
more chances in winning in the 
upcoming weekly draw winner 
announcement, which will take 
place on Monday,18th March 
2024. The higher the deposits, the 
higher the chances to win.

For more information about 
ABK, please follow the Bank’s 
Instagram account @abk_kuwait, 
visit eahli.com, contact Ahlan Ahli 
1 899 899 or visit one of the 
Bank’s branches across Kuwait.

As part of bank’s committed support to entrepreneurs and SMEs

KIB concludes sponsorship of fi nal round of Food Buzz
KUWAIT CITY, March 14: In 
continued efforts to support Ku-
wait’s entrepreneurs as well as 
small and medium enterprise 
(SMEs) owners, Kuwait Interna-
tional Bank (KIB) concluded its 
sponsorship ofthe fi nal round of 
the 7th edition of Food Buzz Fes-
tival – Kuwait’s iconic food and 
beverage (F&B) annual festival. 
The fi nal round took place be-
tween March5and 6at Al Hamra 
Tower. KIB’s strategic sponsor-
ship and continued support of 
the festival come as part of the 
Bank’s far-reaching social re-
sponsibility program.

Commenting on the Bank’s 
participation in Food Buzz, 
Marwa Marafi e, Manager of 

Marketing and Corporate Com-
munications at KIB, said: “We 
are delighted to continue sup-
porting Food Buzz this year and 
we highly encourage members 
of our community to visit the 
upcoming edition of the festival. 
We are truly proud of the suc-
cess Food Buzz has achieved in 
the previous years and the latest 
edition. Our support of and par-
ticipation in events such as Food 
Buzz stems directly from our 
faith in the capacity of Kuwait’s 
entrepreneurs and SME owners 
who continue to contribute to the 
fl ourishing of our domestic econ-
omy, elevating the markets they 

operate in.”
As part of their participa-

tion in the Graish edition of 
the festival, KIB’s representa-
tives and members of the direct 
sales team continued to be pre-
sent on-ground at the Bank’s 
dedicated booth, engaging the 
crowd in fun activities, in ad-
dition to conversations about 
sustainability and eco-friendly 
practices as well as banking and 
financial literacy. This comes as 
part of the Bank’s ongoing sup-
port for the “Let’s Be Aware” 
(Diraya) campaign – launched 
by the Central Bank of Kuwait 
(CBK) and the Kuwait Bank-

KIB at Food Buzz

Marwa Marafi e, Manager of Mar-
keting and Corporate Communica-

tion at KIB

Ali Shadad and Hamad Al Musaibeeh with Zain’s volunteers and Grand Mosque offi cials. 

Initiative serves worshippers daily. Zain’s Iftar Hall at the Grand Mosque. 

ing Association (KBA) with 
the unanimous support of all 
Kuwaiti banks. The KIB booth 
also encouraged visitors to 
embrace sustainability in their 
daily lives.

It is worth noting the KIB is 
a longstanding patron of entre-
preneurship and SME success 
in Kuwait, for the high value 
that they add to the market, 
economy, and members of the 
community. In line with this 
belief, the Bank launched its 
flagship entrepreneurship hub, 
KIB Mubader Center, which 
offers a comprehensive suite 
of services, resources, and 
tools for aspiring entrepre-
neurs, enabling them to take 
confident and faster strides to-
ward business success.
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This image released by PBS shows Domhnall Gleeson, left, and Andrea Riseborough in a scene from Masterpiece series “Alice & Jack,” premiering Sunday March 17 on PBS. (AP)

Bullwinkel’s debut novel unveils gritty realities of female competition

‘Headshot’ offers raw exploration of teenage girl boxers’ psyches
By Ann Levin

Rita Bullwinkel knows a thing or 
two about the human body and 

the abuse it can take. In an interview 
with The Paris Review, the author, 
who played water polo in college, 
talked about the beating her body 
took for a sport few people care 
about.

“My nose and all of my fingers 
have been broken. One time, when 
I was 16, I vomited for two days 
straight because of a full-force 
kick I took directly to the stom-
ach.”

Bullwinkel brings that intimate 
knowledge of bodies in competi-
tion to her debut novel, “Head-
shot,” which takes place in Reno, 
Nevada, over two sweltering days 

in July as eight teenage girls vie 
for the Daughters of America Cup 
at Bob’s Boxing Palace, a faded, 
dusty gym that is far from pala-
tial.

Andi is haunted by thoughts of a 
4-year-old boy who drowned in a 
swimming pool when she was on 
duty as a lifeguard. Artemis, whose 
older sisters excelled at boxing, too, 
worries about not living up to the 
family legacy.

Bullwinkel gives us “head 
shots” of the other girls, too, each 
with her own weird obsessions and 
dreams.

Andi may be fixated on the 
child’s corpse but she is also 
thinking about a boy lifeguard she 
wants to kiss. One moment Arte-

mis hates Andi, “this sorry zit-
ridden girl;” the next, she wants 
to be friends.

Bullwinkel’s rhythmic, muscular 
prose matches the visceral, some-
times stomach-churning material 
— vicious hits to the face and body, 
“Andi’s nose feeling like cornfl akes” 
after Artemis’s glove lands between 
her eyeballs.

Stylistically, she takes risks. 
Though the story unfolds over just 
the 48 hours of the tournament, 
the omniscient narrator projects 
into the future to imagine the girls’ 
fates.

She is clear-eyed, unsentimental. 
When Artemis is 60, she will not be 
able to hold a cup of tea because her 
fi ngers have been broken so many 

times.
“Her injury… will not be some 

battle relic, but, rather, a sorry, pa-
thetic disability.”

In 2018, Bullwinkel made a 
splash in the literary world when 
she published “Belly Up,” a col-
lection of short stories with gro-
tesque, surreal plot twists. One 
reviewer described it as full of 
“squirmy pleasures.”

Her new work continues in that 
vein with dark scenes and characters 
that can be diffi cult to read.

Yet it also feels important because 
she gives agency to a group of girls 
who might not otherwise be seen and 
shows them to us in the full fl ush of 
youth, striving for recognition and 
glory. (AP)

LOS ANGELES: Singer Kelly 
Clarkson and NFL legend Pe-
yton Manning will bring a new 
fl avor to NBC Universal’s up-
coming Paris Olympics coverage 
this summer.

Clarkson and Manning are 
expected to join Mike Tirico 
to host the opening ceremony, 
the network announced Tues-
day night. The ceremony’s 
live coverage will air July 26 
on NBC and Peacock at noon 
ET.

“I’m extremely honored to 
have a front row seat,” said 
Manning, a Pro Football Hall 
of Famer who won two Super 
Bowls during his 18 seasons in 
the NFL. He is now the co-host 
of “Monday Night Football with 
Peyton and Eli” with his brother 
and former NFL quarterback Eli 
Manning.

Clarkson is a three-time 
Grammy and multi-Emmy win-
ner through her NBC talk show 
“The Kelly Clarkson Show.” 
She also hosted the NFL Honors 
last year.

“Kelly and I are both fans 
of the athletes and the opening 
ceremony of years past,” Man-
ning told The Associated Press 
in an interview Tuesday. “I think 
there’ll be a lot of emotions for 
these athletes. I look forward to 
fi nding out those stories between 
now and July and maybe sharing 
that with the audience.”

Manning said he’ll be step-
ping out his comfort zone of 
usually talking football, but 
Tirico believes he and Clarkson 
will do just fi ne. The trio will be 
positioned at the Trocadero near 
the ceremony’s fi nish with views 
of the Seine River and Eiffel 
Tower. 

“Our goal and desire is for 
Peyton and Kelly to be Peyton 
and Kelly. Just be who they 
are,” said Tirico, who will host 
his fourth opening ceremony. 
“So many people have come to 
know, love and trust these two. 
Having them there as part of this 
really speaks to what this event 
is. It’s under the umbrella of 
sports. The gathering is because 
of sports. But it’s really a cul-
tural celebration.”

Organizers said the open-

ing ceremony of the Olympics 
along the Seine will be held 
during sunset. It’s the fi rst time 
an Olympic opening ceremony 
will be held outside a stadium 
setting, in line with the Paris 
organizers’ motto: “Games Wide 
Open.”

About 10,500 athletes will 
parade through the heart of the 

French capital on boats on the 
Seine along a 6-kilometer (3.7-
mile) route.

“Today” show hosts Savan-
nah Guthrie and Hoda Kotb 
will be stationed together on a 
bridge along the route. They’re 
expected to report on the pag-
eantry of the ceremony as the 
athletes sail by.

Molly Solomon, executive 
producer and president of NBC 
Olympics Production, said each 
host will bring the best out of 
each other. She called them a 
“compelling combination.”

“I’m excited about this whole 
team,” said Solomon, who noted 
that Guthrie and Kotb will have 
the best seats during the opening 

ceremony for their telecast.
“They’re going to be taking 

in the athlete boat parade from 
one of the bridges, where all 
the fans will be watching,” she 
said. “They’re really going to 
contribute from a very unique 
perspective. They’ll be watching 
the ceremony as the fans do. It’ll 
be a great experience.” (AP)

Television

Variety
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PBS series dares to question romance myths

‘Alice & Jack’ offers realistic take on love
NEW YORK, March 14, (AP): Like most kids, Vic-
tor Levin was raised on fairy tales - and still resents 
it. Those stories in books, movies and TV that in-
evitably ended up with everyone happily ever after 
- and they seemed dishonest.

“It’s nonsense,” says the writer-producer. “We hu-
man beings are deeply fl awed creatures, and some-
times from the best of intentions, we make grotesque 
mistakes and hurt each other. This is the nature of be-
ing human and this is the nature of love. It’s messy.”

Levin is ready to prove his point with the power-
ful new six-part PBS “Masterpiece” series, “Alice & 
Jack,” which traces a modern couple spending years 
in the messy, giddy, crazy push-pull of love.

“This is a very valuable emotion that can do great 
things. It can also hurt people, but it can do great, 
great things. Let’s not take it for granted,” says 
Levin, who previously worked on the series “Mad 
Men” and “Mad About You.”

“Alice & Jack,” which starts airing Sunday, stars 
Andrea Riseborough and Domhnall Gleeson as they 
come together, fall apart and reunite, through mar-
riages to others, births and death. Their gravitational 
pull remains.

“They really leave a huge mess in their wake, but 
they also are clearly meant to be connected for the 
time that they’re on this earth,” says Riseborough. “I 
think that, in of itself, is something that’s very hope-
ful and something that I really identifi ed with - the 
imperfect nature of love.” 

Alice and Jack don’t exactly meet-cute. They con-
nect on a dating app and their fi rst date is at a pub. 
They go back to her place, but in the morning he 
is bluntly told to leave. “I’ll call you?” he offers. 
“Thank you, but if it’s OK with you, I’d rather you 
didn’t,” she responds.

Time and circumstances seem to conspire against 
this pair. “You’re like the incarnation of everything 
I’ve ever wanted,” she tells him. Yet she’s not ready, 
still having to process a dark childhood. Years later, 
he chooses to get married to another woman. “We 

throw away our blessings at our peril,” he tells her.
Levin says it’s taken decades for him to create 

a project that tries to answer the question: Are the 
forces that bring us together stronger than the ones 
that would tear us apart? 

“Ultimately, I am not smart enough to know any 
answers. But maybe every now and then I ask the 
right question. And so my job, as I see it, is to give 
you something to think about after you shut the TV 

off,” he says. 
“Alice & Jack” takes place in London but Levin 

originally intended it to be set in New York City. “I 
would like to think that it could be in any city, with 
any two people,” he says.

His choice of the actors wasn’t negotiable, how-
ever. Levin is a huge fan of Riseborough and Glee-
son and waited for both to be available to do “Alice 
& Jack.” He adored their acting but also their ability 
to listen.

“I knew that a lot of this story was going to be told 
on reactions. That is to say, not just the person who’s 
speaking, but also the person who is receiving the 
information,” Levin says. “You are learning as much 
from the person who is listening as you are from the 
person who is speaking.”

With Riseborough and Gleeson, he had two fi ne 
actors who also happened to have been paired up in 
the past onscreen - they were partners in “Never Let 
Me Go” and brother and sister in “Shadow Dancer.”

“So I had great speakers, great listeners, great 
talents, great brains, by the way,” says Levin. “Just 
intellectually brilliant people - emotionally high IQs, 
comedically high IQ, dramatically high IQ. I mean, 
that’s winning the lottery for a writer.”

Levin lured each actor with fi nished scripts for the 
fi rst and last episodes and a sketch map for where he 
wanted to go in between. The writer then used the 
actors’ idiosyncrasies and put them into the charac-
ters as he fi nished the project. “He injected us into 
the story,” Riseborough says. 

Levin hopes “Alice & Jack” can spark conversations 
among viewers about romantic love but also other forms 
of love - like fraternal, familial and parental. 

“We are living in a very troubled world and if you 
can say for a second, ’Let’s talk about love and what 
it means and how we can show it respect and treasure 
it, not ask too much of it, but ask a lot of it, under-
stand what it is and how valuable it is’ - if we can 
have that conversation for a second, I think that can 
only be helpful.”

Manning Clarkson
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This cover image released by Viking 
shows “Headshot” by Rita Bullwinkel. 

(AP)

This image released by PBS shows Domhnall 
Gleeson, left, and Andrea Riseborough in a scene 
from Masterpiece series “Alice & Jack,” premiering 

Sunday March 17 on PBS. (AP)
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Guitarist Nile Rodgers of Chic performs at the Jazz Festival of 5 Continents, in Marseille, southern France, July 20, 2013. (AP)

This image released by Interscope 
Records shows ‘Deeper Well’ by Kac-

ey Musgraves. (AP)

Conlon Munn

LOS ANGELES: James Conlon will retire 
as music director of the Los Angeles Opera 
at the end of the 2025-26 season, ending a 
20-year run that will have spanned half the 
company’s history.

Conlon made the announcement 
Wednesday, fi ve days before his 74th birth-
day. He will become conductor laureate 
in 2026-27 and intends to return to the LA 
Opera as a guest conductor.

“It will be my 20th anniversary as the 
music director. It will be the 40th anniver-
sary of the company. We wanted to do that 
together,” Conlon said in a telephone inter-
view. “I am not retiring. I’m not stopping 
conducting. I have a lot of other activities 
I’m going to do. But I’m a certain age. I’m 
going to be 76 years old by then.”

The LA Opera began performances in 
1986 and Kent Nagano became principal 
conductor in 2001-02, then was promoted 
to music director in 2003. Conlon replaced 
him for 2006-07 and has led more than 460 
performances in LA of 68 operas by 32 
composers.

“He’s made a titanic impact,” company 
CEO Christopher Koelsch said. “It felt 
like the right time for generational change.”

Conlon anticipates his performance total 
will reach 500 by the time he steps down.

“I want to devote myself more urgently 
to other things about American musical life 
that I think are bigger and more important 
than any individual orchestra or opera 
company and that is education, gaining back 
the audience,” Conlon said. “I remember 
how things were in New York public school 
system when I grew up in the ’50s and ’60s. 
... We all know that that disappeared a long 
time ago, and we are seeing the effects in the 
audience in our country. We didn’t create 
this problem - orchestras, opera companies, 
chamber music series - but we have to fi x it.”

Conlon was principal conductor of the 
Rotterdam Philharmonic from 1983-
91, general music director of Cologne, 
Germany, from 1989-2002, principal 
conductor of the Paris Opéra from 1995-
2005 and principal conductor of the RAI 
National Symphony Orchestra in Italy from 
2016-20. He also was music director of the 
Cincinnati May Festival from 1979-2016 
and the Ravinia Festival, summer home of 
the Chicago Symphony Orchestra, from 

Variety

Model Naomi Campbell poses for photographers during a photocall to promote 
the upcoming exhibition ‘Naomi: In Fashion’ at the Victoria & Albert Museum cel-
ebrating her 40 years in fashion, at The Dorchester hotel, in London, Wednes-

day, March 13, 2024. (AP)

2005-15.
In LA, Conlon launched a Recov-

ered Voices project to bring attention to 
works of composers suppressed by Nazi 
Germany, including Alexander Zemlin-
sky’s “Eine Florentinische Tragödie (A 
Florentine Tragedy)” and “Der Zwerg (The 
Dwarf),” Viktor Ullmann’s “Der Zerbro-
chene Krug (The Broken Jug),” Walter 
Braunfels’ “Die Vögel (The Birds),” 

Franz Schreker’s “Die Gezeichneten (The 
Stigmatized).” He plans to continue with 
the project in LA and elsewhere.

“Recovered Voices is a part of my life 
that goes beyond Los Angeles Opera and 
will continue, and you can be sure you’ll 
see more of that in the future,” Conlon said. 
“I will never live to see the end of that mis-
sion. It takes time. And it is an example of 
how easy it is for humanity to destroy and 

how diffi cult it is to rebuild.”   (AP)
❑        ❑        ❑

LOS ANGELES: Olivia Munn has re-
vealed that she was diagnosed with breast 
cancer and underwent a double mastec-
tomy, thanking her doctors and urging fans 
to calculate their own risk assessment.

“I’m lucky. We caught it with enough 
time that I had options. I want the same for 
any woman who might have to face this 
one day,” the 43-year-old actor posted on 
Instagram on Wednesday with photos and a 
video of her being treated at a hospital.

Munn said she took a genetic test in 
February 2023 that checks for 90 different 
cancer genes and was negative for all. Even 
so, her doctor decided to calculate her 
Breast Cancer Risk Assessment Score and 
that “saved my life,” Munn wrote.

Recording a high score, Munn got a biop-
sy, which found she had an aggressive form 
of cancer in both breasts. She had a double 
mastectomy 30 days after the biopsy and has 
had four surgeries in the past 10 months. She 
said she kept it private because “I needed to 
catch my breath and get through some of the 
hardest parts before sharing.”

Munn thanked family and friends, 
especially her partner, comedian John Mu-
laney, “for being there before I went into 
each surgery and being there when I woke 
up, always placing framed photos of our 
little boy Malcolm so it would be the fi rst 
thing I saw when I opened my eyes.”

Munn was a correspondent on “The 
Daily Show with Jon Stewart” and her 
movie credits include “Magic Mike,” “The 
Predator,” “Offi ce Christmas Party” and 
“X-Men: Apocalypse.” (AP)

‘Deeper Well’ unveils folk undertones

Musgraves charting new course
NEW YORK, March 14, (AP): Just 
over a decade ago, Kacey Musgraves 
emerged as a fresh new voice in coun-
try music – a mid-tempo storyteller 
with an incredible acuity both in her 
lyrics and in her instrumentation, 
knowing just when to pick up the har-
monica, whistle a tune or break out the 
vocoder.

In the years and award-winning al-
bums since, she’s proven herself to be 
malleable: weaving disco-pop into her 
narratives where fi tting (most memo-
rably on “High Horse” from 2018’s 
“Golden Hour,” the love-forward re-
lease that earned her album of the year 
at the 2019 Grammys ), recording in 
Spanish ( “Gracias a la Vida” from 
2021’s divorce record, “star-crossed” ), 
and most recently, recording a feature 
with Zach Bryan, which has become 
her fi rst No. 1 hit (the sentimental “I 
Remember Everything,” one of AP’s 
picks for best of 2023.) In 2024, it has 
led to “Deeper Well,” a muted folk re-
cord with a warm kind of profundity.

The album opens with the ’60s folk-
inspired “Cardinal,” a similar tone to 
its closer, “Nothing to be Scared Of” – 
acoustic guitars and Musgraves’ open-
hearted narratives delivered through 
her glassy vocal delivery. Much of 
the album follows the format, but with 
quite a few surprises.

Those looking for capital-C country 
through Musgraves’ matured folk fi lter 
could skip to “The Architect,” a mas-

terful acoustic rumination on a higher 
power. “Sometimes I look in the mirror 
and wish I could make a request/Could 
I pray it away? Am I shapeable clay? 
Or is this as good as it gets?,” she asks.

On “Anime Eyes,” Musgraves de-
scribes a “Miyazaki sky” and talk-
sings her way through a kaleidoscopic, 
psychedelic detour. “Lonely Million-
aire” is a surprising near-reimagina-
tion of Atlanta rapper JID’s “Kody Blu 
31.” Seriously: he received a songwrit-
ing credit for the song, she does not 
rap, and it’s a weeper.

Evolution
For fans following Musgraves’ ca-

reer since the very beginning, “Deeper 
Well” is a noted evolution from “Fol-
low Your Arrow,” the celebratory 
country-as-heck LGBT+ anthem from 
her 2013 debut album “Same Trailer 
Different Park.” But the spirit is the 
same: Musgraves has long pushed the 
boundaries of her formative genre – 
whether its touring with Willie Nelson 
and Katy Perry – or when she made 
sure her co-writers Brandy Clark and 
Shane McAnally took the stage when 
she won the Country Music Awards 
Song of the Year Award in 2014 for 
her fi rst hit; it was the fi rst time two 
openly gay people stood on the CMA 
stage for an award. That she chooses 
to move her needle, here, in a softer 
direction feels fi tting.

Sometimes, that means hyper-specif-

ic language of the current moment, like 
in the fi ngerpicking title track “Deeper 
Well.” “My Saturn has returned/when 
I turned 27,” she sings, referencing the 
popular astrological conceit that also 
appears on Ariana Grande’s latest al-
bum, “eternal sunshine.” “Everything 
started to change/Took a long time, 
but I learned.” There’s another line, 
“You’ve got dark energy,” that feels 
more like a text message than an effec-
tive lyric — and runs the risk of dating 
itself the moment the listener hears it 
— but that, too, could be a tool. Here, 
Musgraves is interested in a kind of 
existential bloodletting, revealing the 
depths of her thoughts about love and 
death trickle out in gorgeous-sounding 
songs with sweet melodies.

Like in the standout “Dinner with 
Friends,” her tear-jerkin’ response to 
“The Sound of Music” classic “My Fa-
vorite Things,” in which Musgraves, 
atop piano and acoustic guitar, sings 
about all of the things she loves — and 
will miss — “from the other side” of 
life.

“My home state of Texas/The sky 
there, the horses and dogs,” she sings, 
“Intimate convos that go way into the 
night/The way that sun on my fl oor 
makes a pattern of light.”

As a whole, “Deeper Well” is a soft-
pedaled album, but also one that cele-
brates her humanity. It’s a nice change 
of pace — arguably the best kind — 
one with some familiarity.

Music
Legends of beats

Rodgers and Salonen 
win Polar Music Prize
STOCKHOLM, March 14, (AP): Nile Rodg-
ers, American songwriter and co-founder of 
the infl uential 1970s disco band Chic, and es-
teemed Finnish classical music composer and 
conductor Esa-Pekka Salonen won the 2024 
Polar Music Prize on Tuesday.

The Polar Music Prize 
is awarded annually to in-
dividuals, groups and in-
stitutions in recognition of 
exceptional music achieve-
ments. It was founded in 
1989 by the late Stig An-
derson, a Swedish publish-
er, lyricist and manager of 
ABBA, who established the 
record label Polar Music.

Rodgers and Salonen 
will each receive prize money of one million 
Swedish kroner (about $95,000) in ceremonies 
in Stockholm on May 21.

The award panel said Tuesday of the Ameri-
can guitarist, composer and producer: “There are 
few in history, if any, who have composed dance 
music as sophisticated and subtly arranged as 
Nile Rodgers,” who “turned disco and funk into 
an art” with his group Chic and songs like “Le 
Freak” and “Dance, Dance, Dance.”

“In Nile Rodgers, we honor a ground-break-
ing pioneer whose legacy spans his work as 
co-founder of Chic and as record producer and 
creator behind so much of the world’s greatest 
music,” Marie Ledin, managing director of the 
Polar Music Prize, said in a statement. “Nile’s 
impact in pop culture is incomparable and his 
timeless songs will continue to delight, uplift 
and inspire for many years to come,” she said.

Among others, Rodgers has created songs 
for David Bowie, Diana Ross, Madonna, Daft 
Punk and Sister Sledge.

Innovator
Currently acting as the music director of the 

San Francisco Symphony and Conductor Lau-
reate of the Los Angeles Philharmonic, Esa-
Pekka Salonen “is an innovator,” Ledin said.

“His artistic curiosity, creativity and for-
ward-thinking approach to composing and 
conducting paves the way in classical music,” 
she said. “He is a master of tone, perfectly bal-
ancing sound and emotion to produce and lead 
music that deeply moves the listener.”

Salonen saw a breakthrough in 1983 when he 
conducted Mahler’s Symphony No. 3 with the 
Philharmonia Orchestra in London. 

The award panel praised Salonen’s embrace 
of technological innovations, “not simply for 
the sake of experimentation, but as a way to 
help people discover great music in the con-
stantly changing world of media.” 

During his long career, Salonen has also 
worked with the Swedish Radio Symphony 
Orchestra and he’s a co-founder of the annual 
Baltic Sea Festival, one of Europe’s leading 
classical music events taking place in Sweden.

Salonen

Music

People & Places



HEALTH/SCIENCE
ARAB TIMES, FRIDAY-SATURDAY, MARCH 15-16, 2024

13

Reimagining workforce dynamics and economic realities

AI and humanity: Collaborative evolution or competitive strife?
By Ahmad Al-Hamily

KUWAIT CITY, March 14, (KUNA): Recent leaps in Ar-
tifi cial Intelligence (AI) have sparked serious discourse on 
whether or not this technology will soon replace human be-
ings in various tasks and jobs.

For those touting human ingenuity and creativity, the old 
folktale of John Henry and the Railroad might provide in-
spiration.

The story has it that Henry -- an African American folk 
hero and railroad worker -- competed against a steam-
powered drill, trying to prove that man was much faster and 
stronger than a machine. The legend concludes with him 
winning by sheer force and determination.

Many might argue the authenticity of the story, but one 
cannot deny that humans have the imagination and con-
sciousness that no current technology could sincerely dupli-
cate or imitate.

However, does the relationship between AI and humanity 
have to be one of competitiveness and rivalry, or might it 
be a synergistic relationship in line with other technological 
advancements in history, with infi nite possibilities looming 
on the horizon

“Applications of AI technology have several ramifi ca-
tions in politics and business, but the idea of “creating con-
tent dynamically without involving human beings is a very 
traumatic change in the way we work,” Bahrain’s Ameen 
Altajer, CEO of the AI Company (INFINITEWARE), told 
KUNA in a series of interviews with experts and individuals 
tackling the topic at hand.

Altajer, whose company has been providing products and 
services to clients across the globe for more than 15 years, 
said that AI applications would have an effect on several 
sectors including media and news.

In corporate spaces, like banks, AI technology is being put 
to use to preform language-based tasks including drafting 
emails, this “takes a lot of the workload from human beings, 
so it has a lot of pros and cons,” he said.

Asked if AI would be able to venture off without the in-
volvement of humans, Altajer said that there was a level of 
“symbiosis” between the technology and humans; however, 
AI was not at that stage where it could develop a sense of 

agency on its own without humans being in the picture.
AI could make decisions, affi rmed the expert, adding that 

the concept of machine learning involves specifying inputs 
and outputs via algorithms and data to imitate decision-mak-
ing by humans without the machine knowing the practical 
details of the process.

If prompted, AI -- through the machine learning process 
-- could distinguish between images of cats and dogs without 
really knowing the intricate details and differences of both 
species unless fed with more information, he explained.

“There is no agency ... no consciousness as far as we can 
understand and see,” stated Altajer, but pointed out that AI, 
as a technology, would for sure change down the road.

On current uses of AI and Language Learning Models 
(LLM), he said that both technologies involve feeding a 
tremendous amount of data and text to provide convincing 
output that mimics humans.

Altajer did express fear when it came to involving AI and 
other similar technologies in making powerful decisions, 
asking “If we do not understand how those systems really 
work from the inside, are we okay with the idea of delegat-
ing the ‘driving wheel’ to them”

In the case of information being implicitly biased, AI 
would be making decisions according to data regardless of 
circumstances, fi ring or hiring individuals, favoring certain 
races, hair colors, and whatnot if the data dictated so, he said.

Bringing the economy into the sphere of discussions, Mo-
hammad Ramadan -- an economic researcher and columnist 
for the Kuwaiti Al-Qabas newspaper -- said that recent ad-
vancements in AI had increased its usage across the board.

“We see the usage in fi nancial markets, trading, fraud 
detection, image recognition, military use, and self-driving 
cars,” stated Ramadan about the vast utilization of AI.

On fears of AI taking over careers, Ramadan pointed out 

that “Some people should be worried that AI will take their 
jobs, especially jobs that could be automated.”

According to a July 29, 2023 report by McKinsey Global 
Institute (MGI) -- a 1990-established organization aiding 
in economic and business decision-making, “by 2030, ac-
tivities that account for up to 30 percent of hours currently 
worked across the US economy could be automated -- a 
trend accelerated by generative AI”.

Ramadan explained that the report’s fi ndings were no 
cause of plausible concern, indicating, “When the PC was 
invented” it had replaced the typing machines, other devic-
es, or jobs that have been there and this is called structural 
unemployment where people lose their jobs due to market 
structure change.”

On the solution to such possible unemployment, the ex-
pert said that people could adapt easily by gathering differ-
ent sets of skills and knowledge creating new jobs and career 
paths.

Ramadan also spoke about the government’s responsibili-
ties towards the issue of AI, saying, “Government should not 
do anything expect regulating AI to be more, legally use-
able, Video generated by AI could be almost realistic, Voice 
could be realistic, Chatbots could act like humans, so we do 
not know how that thing could develop.”

He indicated that various polls across the globe showed 
that a huge percentage of people feared that AI could be used 
fraudulently.

Ramadan asserted that AI and humans could coexist in 
the economic landscape; however, between 2023 and 2030 
AI market size is projected to expand at a Compound An-
nual Growth Rate (CAGR) of 37.3 percent, according to a 
report by the India-US-based market research and consulting 
company “Grand View Research”, cited by several outlets, 
including Forbes.

KUNA photo
AI, human ingenuity relation between Synergy, rivalry, 

infi nite possibilities.

Math, science, pies and more

What’s Pi Day all about?
NORWALK, Connecticut, March 14, 
(AP): Math enthusiasts around the 
world, from college kids to rocket sci-
entists, celebrate Pi Day on Thursday, 
which is March 14 or 3/14 - the fi rst 
three digits of an infi nite number with 
many practical uses. 

Around the world many people will 
mark the day with a slice of pie - sweet, 
savory or even pizza.

Simply put, Pi is a mathematical 
constant that expresses the ratio of a 
circle’s circumference to its diameter. 
It is part of many formulas used in 
physics, astronomy, engineering and 
other fi elds, dating back thousands of 
years to ancient Egypt, Babylon and 
China.

Pi Day itself dates to 1988, when 
physicist Larry Shaw began celebra-
tions at the Exploratorium science 
museum in San Francisco. The holi-
day didn’t really gain national recog-
nition though until two decades later. 
In 2009, Congress designated every 
March 14 to be the big day - to hope-
fully spur more interest in math and 
science. Fittingly enough, the day is 
also Albert Einstein’s birthday.

Here’s a little more about the holi-
day’s origin and how it’s celebrated 
today.

Pi can calculate the circumference 
of a circle by measuring the diameter - 
the distance straight across the circle’s 
middle - and multiplying that by the 
3.14-plus number.

It is considered a constant number 
and it is also infi nite, meaning it is 
mathematically irrational. Long before 
computers, historic scientists such as 
Isaac Newton spent many hours calcu-
lating decimal places by hand. Today, 
using sophisticated computers, re-
searchers have come up with trillions 
of digits for pi, but there is no end.

It wasn’t given its name until 1706, 
when Welsh mathematician William 
Jones began using the Greek symbol 
for the number.

Why that letter? It’s the fi rst Greek 
letter in the words “periphery” and 
“perimeter,” and pi is the ratio of a cir-
cle’s periphery - or circumference - to 
its diameter.

The number is key to accurately 
pointing an antenna toward a satellite. 
It helps fi gure out everything from the 
size of a massive cylinder needed in 
refi nery equipment to the size of paper 

rolls used in printers. 
Pi is also useful in determining the 

necessary scale of a tank that serves 
heating and air conditioning systems 
in buildings of various sizes.

NASA uses pi on a daily basis. It’s 
key to calculating orbits, the positions 
of planets and other celestial bodies, 
elements of rocket propulsion, space-
craft communication and even the cor-
rect deployment of parachutes when 
a vehicle splashes down on Earth or 
lands on Mars.

Using just nine digits of pi, scien-
tists say it can calculate the Earth’s cir-
cumference so accurately it only errs 
by about a quarter of an inch (0.6 cen-
timeters) for every 25,000 miles (about 
40,000 kilometers).

Every year the San Francisco mu-
seum that coined the holiday organ-
izes events, including a parade around 
a circular plaque, called the Pi Shrine, 
3.14 times - and then, of course, fes-
tivities with lots of pie.

Around the country, many events 
now take place on college campuses. 
For example, Nova Southeastern Uni-
versity in Florida will hold a series 
of activities, including a game called 
“Mental Math Bingo” and event with 
free pizza (pies) - and for dessert, the 
requisite pie.

“Every year Pi Day provides us 
with a way to celebrate math, have 
some fun and recognize how impor-
tant math is in all our lives,” said Ja-
son Gershman, chair of NSU’s math 
department.

At Michele’s Pies in Norwalk, Con-
necticut, manager Stephen Jarrett said 
it’s one of their biggest days of the 
year.

A freshly decorated Key Lime pie 
rests on a counter in a busy bakery 
kitchen at Michele’s pies, Wednes-
day, March 13, 2024, in Norwalk, 

Conn. (AP)

Promising blood test for colon cancer 
sparks hope amidst screening options

Exploring pros and cons

SEATTLE, March 14, 
(AP): A blood test for colon 
cancer performed well in a 
study published Wednes-
day, offering a new kind 
of screening for a leading 
cause of cancer deaths. 

The test looks for DNA frag-
ments shed by tumor cells and 
precancerous growths. It’s already 
for sale in the U.S. for $895, but 
has not been approved by the Food 
and Drug Administration and most 
insurers do not cover it. The maker 
of the test, Guardant Health, antici-
pates an FDA decision this year.

In the study, the test caught 83% of 
the cancers but very few of the pre-
cancerous growths found by colon-
oscopy, the gold standard for colon 
cancer screening. Besides spotting 
tumors, colonoscopies can prevent 
the disease by removing precancer-
ous growths called polyps. 

But some people avoid the exam 
because of the hassle of getting time 
off work or the day-ahead prepara-
tion that involves drinking a strong 
laxative to empty the bowels.

A convenient alternative is an an-
nual stool test, where people send a 
stool sample to a lab for analysis. 

“The best test is the one some-
one will actually complete,” said 
Dr. Douglas Corley, chief research 
offi cer for Kaiser Permanente, 
Northern California, who was not 
involved in the study. “Giving peo-
ple a choice increases the number of 
people who will get screened.”

In the U.S., screening is recom-
mended for healthy adults ages 
45 to 75 at average risk for colon 
cancer. Frequency depends on the 
test: a routine colonoscopy is every 
10 years. Screening is inching up 
but falls well short of the 80% of 

age-eligible adults goal set by the 
American Cancer Society and other 
groups.

Guardant recommends testing 
with its blood test called Shield 
every three years. Like a stool test, 
the blood test requires a follow-up 
colonoscopy if there’s an abnormal 
result, which could lead to more 
out-of-pocket costs. 

The study, sponsored by Guardant 
and published in the New England 
Journal of Medicine, involved 7,861 
people in the U.S. who had both a 
colonoscopy and a blood test. 

While the blood test caught 83% 
of the cancers found by colonos-
copy, it missed 17%. That’s on par 
with stool-based tests.

There were also false alarms: For 
10% of the people where the colon-
oscopy found nothing, the blood test 

falsely indicated they might have 
colon cancer. That means a sizeable 
number of people would face the 
anxiety of follow-up colonoscopies.

The blood test is tuned to pick 
up the signature of colon cancer 
but more research is needed to de-
termine if it might pick up other 
cancers as well and give misleading 
results, Corley said.

Colorectal cancer is the second 
leading cause of cancer deaths in the 
United States and the third world-
wide. In the U.S., more than 153,000 
new cases and 53,000 deaths from 
the disease are expected this year. 

More screening should result 
in fewer cancer deaths, said study 
co-author Dr. William Grady of 
the Fred Hutchinson Cancer Cent-
er in Seattle and a paid member 
of Guardant’s scientifi c advisory 

board.
In a separate study published 

Wednesday in the same journal, an 
updated version of the Cologuard 
stool test, which also looks for DNA 
fragments, seemed to improve its 
performance on false alarms, pos-
sibly leading to fewer follow-up 
colonoscopies. That study, involv-
ing more than 20,000 people, was 
sponsored by Exact Sciences, mak-
er of the test.

“The more options we have for 
our patients, the better,” said Dr. 
Nabil Mansour of Baylor College 
of Medicine, who was not involved 
in either study. He’ll continue to 
recommend a colonoscopy for his 
patients but “I’m excited there will 
be a pretty good blood test option 
available.”

Guardant Health runs the Shield (TM) blood test for colorectal cancer screening in its labs in Palo Alto and Red-
wood City, California. (AP)
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Al-Maqseed stresses the Supreme Committee’s commitment to enhancing future editions

Excitement builds ahead of Saad Al-Abdullah Academy, Gulf University showdown
KUWAIT CITY, March 14: At 9:00 AM 
tomorrow, Saturday, the fi nal match of 
the Warba Bank Football League for 
Higher Education will take place at Sa-
bah Al-Salem Stadium in the Arab Club. 
This match brings together the teams of 
Saad Al-Abdullah Academy for Secu-
rity Sciences and the Gulf University for 
Science and Technology, forming part 
of the competitions of the Third Sports 
Games for Higher Education, organized 
by the Kuwait Sports Federation.

The league features participation from 
14 teams representing public and private 
higher education institutions. The Ku-
wait College of Science and Technol-
ogy team secured third place, while the 
American University claimed fourth.

Faisal Al-Maqseed, President of 
the School Union and Chairman of the 
Supreme Committee for the session, 
emphasized the strong competition wit-
nessed throughout the Warba League 
this season, from the group stage to the 
semi-fi nals. Saad Al-Abdullah Academy 
and Gulf University emerged as fi nal-

ists. Al-Maqseed highlighted the strate-
gic partnership with Warba Bank, which 
contributed to increased competition 
across all games, not limited to football. 
He stressed the Supreme Committee’s 
commitment to enhancing future edi-
tions, with an expected increase in par-
ticipants exceeding 14 teams, compared 
to the current 11.

Al-Maqseed also noted the signifi cant 

interest from various state institutions in 
the league’s conclusion, with the match 
set to be broadcast live on the third 
sports channel. He acknowledged the 
solidarity among higher education insti-
tutions, along with the support provided 
by the General Sports Authority, as cru-
cial factors contributing to the successful 
organization of the league.

Faisal Al-Maqseed, President of the School Union.

Kuwait Center dressage championship begins on Saturday
KUWAIT CITY, March 14: The 
Kuwait Equestrian Center’s dres-
sage championship, sponsored 
by the Kuwait Equestrian Fed-
eration, is set to kick off tomor-
row, Saturday, at 8:30 PM in the 
Sabhan area.

Under the leadership of 
Sheikha Fajr Badr Al-Sabah, 
the dressage committee of the 
Kuwait Equestrian Federation 
comprises Alaa Al-Sultan, Ab-
dullah Al-Awadhi, Nusayba Al-
Maousherji, Dana Buresli, and 
Abdullah Al-Amer. Technical 
management is overseen by the 
highly experienced Amber Dean 
Heer.

The tournament will com-

 Horsewoman Sheikha Fajr Al-Sabah gearing up for the championship. 

SOCCER EQUESTRIAN

Nuggets win NBA Finals rematch,
move ‘atop’ Western Conference

Kings beat Lakers 120-107 for 4-game season sweep

MIAMI, March 14, (AP): 
After four months of look-
ing up at others in the 
Western Conference, Den-
ver fi nally is alone atop the 
standings.

Michael Porter Jr. scored 25 
points, Aaron Gordon added 16 
and the reigning NBA champion 
Nuggets took sole possession of 
fi rst place in the West standings 
with a 100-88 win over the sliding 
Miami Heat in a fi nals rematch on 
Wednesday night.

 Jamal Murray scored 14 points and 
Nikola Jokic fi nished with 12 points, 
14 rebounds and six assists for the 
Nuggets (46-20), who moved a half-
game ahead of Oklahoma City (45-20) 
and a full game up on Minnesota (45-
21) in the West race.

Denver is an NBA-best 10-1 since 
the All-Star break, and the Nuggets 
are 32-9 when their go-to starting fi ve 
- Porter Jr., Gordon, Murray, Jokic 
and Kentavious Caldwell-Pope - are 
together in the lineup. The Nuggets 
hadn’t ended a day alone atop the West 
since mid-November.

“When they want to put on the 
jets, they’ve been able to leave teams 

behind in the dust,” Heat coach Erik 
Spoelstra said.

Kings 120, Lakers 107
In Sacramento, Domantas Sabonis 

had 17 points, 19 rebounds and 10 as-
sists, and the Sacramento Kings beat 
the Los Angeles Lakers.

The Kings have won seven of their 
last eight games against the Lakers, in-
cluding a four-game sweep this season. 
Harrison Barnes made seven 3-point-
ers and scored 23 points, De’Aaron 
Fox added 21 and Keegan Murray 
had 19 as all fi ve starters for the Kings 
scored in double fi gures.

Sabonis’ triple-double was his 
league-leading 23rd, with his last one 
coming in the Kings’ victory at the 
Lakers last week. Kings coach Mike 
Brown called the feat “the norm” for 
his center, who went toe-to-toe with 
the Lakers’ Anthony Davis.

Austin Reaves led the Lakers with 
28 points. Davis added 22 points and 
10 rebounds, and LeBron James had 
18 points and 13 boards.

Mavericks 109, Warriors 99
In Dallas, Luka Doncic’s triple-dou-

ble streak is over as the focus turns to 
his tender left hamstring.

Daniel Gafford is staring down Wilt 
Chamberlain for the best run of con-
secutive made baskets in NBA history.

Doncic scored 21 points as his tri-
ple-double run ended at seven games, 
Gafford made fi ve baskets to push his 
streak to 33 in a row and the Dallas 
Mavericks beat the Golden State War-
riors 109-99 on Wednesday night.

The triple-double streak for Don-
cic was all but over when the NBA 
scoring leader returned to the game 
in the fourth quarter. He was gone 22 
seconds later, soon ruled out with left 
hamstring soreness.

Coach Jason Kidd said he wasn’t 

sure if Doncic would make the trip to 
Oklahoma City, where the Mavs fi nish 
a back-to-back on Thursday night.

Cavaliers 116, Pelicans 95
In New Orleans, Donovan Mitchell 

returned from a seven-game absence 
and the Cleveland Cavaliers stemmed 
a two-game slide with style and on the 
road against an opponent that has been 
hard to beat lately.

Mitchell scored 14 points, Darius 
Garland had 27 points and 11 assists, 
and the Cleveland Cavaliers combined 
for 20 3-pointers in a 116-95 victory 
over the New Orleans Pelicans.

Mitchell, who made four 3s, was one 
of four Cavs with at least that many, 
along with Darius Garland (six) and 
Sam Merrill (fi ve) and Georges Niang 
(four). Cleveland fi nished 20 of 45 
from deep, while the Pelicans made 
just 4 of 22 from long range in losing 
for the fi rst time in fi ve games.

Center Jarrett Allen had 17 points, 
10 rebounds and two blocks for the 
Cavs, who also were delighted by their 
38 assists on 47 made baskets.

Zion Williamson had 33 points and 
nine rebounds for New Orleans. Bran-
don Ingram scored 20 and Trey Mur-
phy III 11. New Orleans outscored 
Cleveland 56-52 in the paint and 21-2 
from the foul line - statistical advan-
tages which were more than wiped out 
by the dramatic disparity in 3-point 
shooting.

Magic 114, Nets 106
In Orlando, Paolo Banchero handled 

the fi nesse part and let his Orlando 
teammates handle the physicality.

He made all six of his shots and eight 

of nine free throws, fi nishing with 21 
points, and had nine assists Wednesday 
night in the Magic’s 114-106 win over 
the Brooklyn Nets.

After sitting out Sunday’s loss to 
Indiana with a right thigh contusion, 
Suggs established the Magic’s physi-
cality from the start, especially on the 
defensive end.

Thomas led the Nets with 21 points 
and eight rebounds.

Mikal Bridges scored all 17 of his 
points in the second half for Brooklyn, 
and Dennis Schroeder and Cam John-
son added 13 points each.

Suggs hit three 3-pointers and Or-
lando shot 67% in the fi rst quarter to 
grab a 33-16 lead.

Thomas and Dennis Smith led a 
16-5 run to close out the fi rst half with 
Brooklyn behind just 61-54.

The Nets were down by eight early 
in the third quarter when Nic Claxton 
was called for a technical foul after his 

right elbow caught Suggs on the jaw. 
The fi rst of three technicals on the Nets 
opened a 19-8 spurt that pushed the 
Magic’s lead back to double fi gures.

Schroeder scored fi ve points of a 9-0 
Brooklyn run that got the Nets back to 
within 98-90. But Joe Ingles responded 
with a 3-pointer that bounced high off 
the board and dropped in with 7:14 re-
maining.

Bulls 132, Pacers 129  OT
In Indianapolis, DeMar DeRozan 

scored 46 points, including the go-
ahead 3-pointer in overtime, to help the 
Chicago Bulls outlast the Indiana Pac-
ers 132-129.

The All-Star forward’s only 3-point-
er at the 2:17 mark of overtime pushed 
the Bulls ahead 127-123. Pacers All-
Star point guard Tyrese Haliburton 
missed a 3-pointer just before the fi nal 
buzzer.

The fi nal 72 seconds of regulation 
were particularly entertaining as Pacers 
center Myles Turner hit 3-pointers on 
back-to-back possessions with 1:12 and 
56.7 seconds remaining for a 3-point 
lead. But DeRozan sank a free throw and 
swished a baseline fadeaway jumper with 
0.3 seconds remaining to force overtime.

Pacers reserves T.J. McConnell and 
Jalen Smith scored 16 and 15 as the In-
diana bench owned a 47-16 advantage. 

The Bulls outscored the Pacers 35-
23 in the third quarter to take a 93-85 
lead. Caruso contributed 14 points with 
four 3-pointers in the stretch. DeRozan 
added nine points.

Hornets 110, Grizzlies 98
In Memphis, Miles Bridges scored 

27 points, rookie Vasa Micic added a 

career-best 25 and the Charlotte Hor-
nets defeated the Memphis Grizzlies.

Micic shot 9 of 10, including 5 of 6 
from 3-point range, and had eight as-
sists. Grant Williams added 18 points 
for the Hornets. Tre Mann, who missed 
the previous three games with a groin 
strain, fi nished with 10 points, as did 
Brandon Miller.

GG Jackson led the Grizzlies with 26 
points, while Luke Kennard scored 17. 
Trey Jemison had 14 points and John 
Konchar fi nished with 13 points and 
nine rebounds for the Grizzlies, who 
have lost three of four.

Early in the fourth quarter, Hornets 
coach Steve Clifford reminded offi cials 
that Charlotte had not shot a free throw 
through three quarters, The Hornets fi -
nally got to the line with 10:13 left in 
the game. Mann, trying to convert a 
three-point play, missed the free throw.

Pistons 113, Raptors 104 
In Detroit, Jalen Duren had a career-

high 23 rebounds along with 24 points 
and fi ve assists as the Detroit Pistons 
won three of four games for the fi rst 
time in nearly two years, beating the 
Toronto Raptors.

Detroit, which trailed by 16 points in 
the second quarter, hadn’t won three of 
four since late in the 2021-22 season - a 
stretch of 145 games.

Duren posted his second game 
this season with at least 20 points, 
20 boards and fi ve assists. Nikola Jo-
kic and Domantas Sabonis are the only 
other players with two this season.

He became the fi rst Pistons player 
with such a game before his 23rd birth-
day.

The aim is world records

Italian companies making track
and pools for the Paris Olympics
ALBA, Italy, March 14, (AP): The 
purple pieces of vulcanized rubber 
track being produced at a factory in 
northern Italy will be run on by the 
world’s fastest athletes at the Paris 

Olympics. They have been made with 
one clear goal.

Records.
After three world records and 12 

Olympic marks were set on the track 
in Tokyo three years ago, expect more 
records to fall at the Stade de France.

That’s why Mondo, the company 
that has provided the track at every 
Summer Games since Montreal in 
1976, went back to the drawing board 
after Tokyo.

With the help of athlete feedback 
and extensive testing, new generation 
granules that are more elastic and co-
hesive are being used to produce the 
upper layer of rubber for the Paris 
track.

Multiple algorithms were explored 
before fi nding a more optimal shape 
and dimension for the air cells inside 
the track, which have been designed 
to minimize energy loss and enhance 
performance.

In other words, the innovations are 
meant to enable Olympians to run fast-
er, jump higher and leap further. Kind 
of like the Olympic motto: “Faster, 
higher, stronger - together.”

“The athletes will fi nd this track to 
be more reactive and better suited for 
their competition,” Maurizio Stroppi-
ana, vice president of Mondo’s sport 
division, said during a press tour at the 
company’s factory in Alba, near Turin.

Produced in portions over two 
days this week and then rolled up for 
transport to France, the track will be 

installed at the Stade de France next 
week, weather permitting.

It will mark the third time that 
Mondo has installed a new track at the 
Stade de France, which hosted the ath-
letics world championships in 2003.

“It’s laid on the asphalt base and it’s 
glued in place,” Stroppiana said. “It’s a 
fairly quick process. We’re going to work 
24 hours and overnight because of the 
limited time available and the weather.”

Another novelty for Paris is the 
color of the track, which will be purple 
for the fi rst time at an Olympics.

“The color was a courageous deci-
sion of the local organizing commit-
tee,” Stroppiana said. “We have never 
done this color before. It’s a light 
mauve and darker violet. It sort of re-
calls the landscape of France.”

A three-hour drive across the coun-
try is the headquarters of another Ital-
ian company and supplier for big-time 
Olympic sports, Myrtha Pools.

Including training facilities, Myrtha 
is making 24 pools for swimming, div-
ing, water polo and artistic swimming 
in Paris. It’s the sixth Olympics that 
Myrtha will be providing pools for.

For the swimming races at La De-
fense Arena, Myrtha is installing two 
temporary pools inside the rugby sta-
dium - one for competition and one for 
warmups and training.

Stainless steel modules being pro-
duced at the Myrtha factory in Castigli-
one delle Stiviere near Verona will be 
transported to France and bolted together 
to form the pool walls and fl oors.

“(Building temporary pools) is a big 
advantage because this allows us to re-
install the pools after the event,” Myr-
tha CEO Roberto Colletto said.

For example, the pools used at the 
Tokyo Olympics in 2021 - when six 
world records were set in swimming 
- were reused for the world cham-
pionships in Fukuoka last year and 
reinstalled again at local schools in 
Japan.

Sacramento Kings forward Domantas Sabonis (10) shoots against Los Angeles Lakers forward LeBron James (23) during the second half of an NBA 
basketball game in Sacramento, Calif, Wednesday, March 13, 2024. (AP)

Shanto’s century powers Bangladesh to 6-wicket win over Sri Lanka
CHATTOGRAM, Bangladesh, March 
14, (AP): Captain Najmul Hossain 
Shanto hit a century as Bangladesh re-
covered from 23-3 to beat Sri Lanka by 
six wickets in the opener of their three-
match ODI series.

He was unbeaten on 122, including 
13 fours and two sixes, which steered 
Bangladesh to 257-4 in 44.4 overs af-
ter Sri Lanka was dismissed for 255 in 
48.5 overs.

Shanto fi ttingly brought up the victo-
ry to give Bangladesh 1-0 lead, hitting 
offspinner Maheesh Theekshana for a 
boundary through extra over.

Mushfi qur Rahim was not out on 73 
after sharing 165 runs for the undefeat-

ed fi fth wicket stand with Shanto.
“The bowlers should be praised be-

cause initially it was a tough wicket to 
bowl on, but they came back strongly,” 
Shanto said.

Pacer Dilshan Madushanka swung 
the ball admirably to trouble Bangla-
desh batters and removed two open-
ers in his fi rst two overs. He rattled 
the stump of opener Liton Das in the 
fi rst ball of the innings and then had 
Soumya Sarkar (3) caught by Theek-
shana at mid-wicket.

His new ball partner Pramod Madu-
shan pegged back Bangladesh after get-
ting rid of Towhid Hridoy for 3.

Shanto and veteran Mahmudullah 

steadied the team with 69-run for the 
third wicket.

Pacer Lahiru Kumara further gave 
the side an edge when Mahmudullah 
top-edged a short delivery to Madush-
anka in square leg after hitting a run-

a-ball-37.
But the joy was short lived as Shanto 

and Mushfi qur Rahim patiently dealt 
with the bowlers to keep Bangladesh 
afl oat.

After bringing up his fi fty off 52 

balls, Shanto took Sri Lankan bowlers 
in precision and raised his third century 
off 108 balls with a cracking cut for a 
four through cover region against Ku-
mara.

Bangladesh’s three-pronged pace at-
tack shared nine wickets amongst them 
to help the side bundle Sri Lanka in a 
moderate total.

“Pathum (Nissanka) and Avishka 
(Fernando) batted really well in the fi rst 
10 overs but the middle order struggled 
a little bit after that,” Sri Lanka captain 
Kusal Mendis said.

Dilshan Madushanka and Pramod 
Madushan, he added, “bowled really 
well in the fi rst 10 overs, but when 

the ball got wetter with the dew it 
was harder to control the ball and that 
helped them with the batting.”

Tanzim Hasan, who was used as 
third seamer, claimed 3-44 to give 
Sri Lanka the initial trouble before 
Shoriful Islam (3-51) and Taskin 
Ahmed (3-60) came to the party to rip 
through Sri Lanka.

Janith Liyanage made team-high 67 
off 69 with three fours and two sixes 
while captain Kusal Mendis hit a 75-
ball 59.

But after opting to bat fi rst, Sri Lan-
ka made a rapid start with Pathum Nis-
sanka and Avishka Fernando, sharing 
71 runs in just 59 balls.

Tanzim broke through with the 
wicket of Fernando, who made run-a-
ball-33.

Tanzim then dealt double blow, 
claiming the wicket of Nissanka who 
made 36 off 28 and Sadeera Samara-
wickrama in his consecutive two overs, 
to leave the visitors at 84-3 in 13.1 
overs.

Offspinner Mehidy Hasan, who took 
1-33 in 10 overs, slowed down Sri 
Lanka’s innings as the run rate dipped 
below six.

He got the reward for his tight line 
and length when he got the better of 
Charith Asalanka for 18 with a delivery 
that spun sharply.

Portland Trail Blazers guard Ma-
tisse Thybulle shoots against the 
Atlanta Hawks during the second 
half of an NBA basketball game in 
Portland, Ore., Wednesday, March 

13, 2024. (AP)

CRICKET

OLYMPICS

BASKETBALL

mence at 8:30 PM at the Kuwait 
Equestrian Center, beginning 
with the training level, followed 

by the basic level, the light level, 
and fi nally, the fi rst intermediate 
level.
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The Kuwait cricket team warmly welcomed at Kuwait International Airport following its victorious campaign in the ICC 50 overs Challenge League Play-off in Malaysia.

Inter Miami forward Luis Suárez de-
fends Nashville SC defender Josh 
Bauer during the second half of a 
CONCACAF Champions Cup soc-
cer match in Fort Lauderdale, Fla. 

(AP)

Kuwait men’s cricket team receives a
warm welcome after historic triumph
KUWAIT CITY, March 14: The Ku-
wait Men’s National cricket team was 
warmly welcomed at Kuwait Interna-
tional Airport on March 12, 2024, fol-
lowing  its victorious campaign in the 
ICC 50 overs Challenge League Play-
off in Malaysia earlier in the month. 
Led by captain Mohammad Aslam 
and guided by coaches Qasim Ali and 
Shehan Shashika, with Naveen Jayan 

managing, the team received a heart-
felt reception from the Kuwait Cricket 
Contingent, including KCC President 
Haider Farman, KCC Director General 
Sajid Ashraf, and other senior KCC of-
fi cials.

Haider Farman, President of Ku-
wait Cricket Board, expressed im-
mense joy and satisfaction, labeling 
the win as historic and groundbreaking 
for Kuwait Cricket. He attributed the 
success to the collective efforts of the 
KCC family over the years, extend-
ing congratulations to every member 
of the Malaysian delegation and the 
wider KCC community for this notable 
achievement. Despite initial challeng-

es faced against Saudi Arabia in the 
league stage, he lauded the team’s re-
silience and skill showcased through-
out the tournament.

Sajid Ashraf, KCC Director Gen-
eral, shared in the jubilation, high-
lighting that Kuwait’s qualifi cation 
for the ICC CWC Challenge League, 
granting them List A Status by the 
ICC, fulfi lled one of their long-held 
dreams. He commended the team for 
their exceptional prowess, determi-
nation, and unity, underscoring their 
journey through 15 List A matches and 
their pursuit of ICC ODI Status, facili-
tated by their qualifi cation for the ICC 
Cricket World Cup Challenge League 
2024-2027.

Looking ahead, the Kuwait National 
Men’s Cricket Team is ready for the 
ACC T20 Men’s Premier League in 
Oman from April 10th to 24th, 2024, 
after a brief respite. With their recent 
triumph and newfound momentum, 
Kuwait aims to maintain their stellar 
performance on the global cricket stage.

The entire nation stands behind the 
team, celebrating their accomplish-
ments and eagerly anticipating their fu-
ture endeavors as they continue to excel 
in the realm of associate nations cricket.

CRICKET

Luton Town’s Reece Burke (left) and Bournemouth’s Dominic Solanke 
vie for the ball, during the English Premier League soccer match between 
Bournemouth and Luton Town, at the Vitality Stadium, in Bournemouth, 

England. (AP)

Argentine exits early because of leg injury

Messi & Suárez lead the way as Miami
eliminates Nashville in Champions Cup
FORT LAUDERDALE, March 14, 
(AP): Lionel Messi had a goal and an 
assist before leaving the game due to 
a leg injury as Inter Miami beat Nash-
ville 3-1 in the second leg of the CON-
CACAF Champions Cup round-of-16 
matchup.

Messi found his former Barcelona 
teammate, Luis Suárez, in stride for a 
goal that opened scoring in the eighth 
minute. The eight-time Ballon d’Or 
winner then added a fi rst-half goal to 
give Inter Miami an early 2-0 lead.

The Argentine superstar checked 
out of the match in the 50th minute. 
Coach Gerardo “Tata” Martino said 
after the game that Messi is dealing 
with a mild leg injury that started 
bothering him during the game, so the 
team took him out as a precaution.

He had rested during Sunday’s 3-2 

loss to Montreal, which is the only 
game he has missed this season.

Martino said Messi will likely 
miss the team’s MLS match Saturday 
against D.C. United.

“I don’t want to risk it,” Martino 
said. He added that Messi will un-
dergo tests, and the team will evaluate 
from there.

Messi was replaced Wednesday by 
Robert Taylor, who scored in the 63rd 
minute to give Inter Miami a 3-0 lead.

Inter Miami advanced to the CON-
CACAF Champions Cup quarterfi nals 
with the win and 5-3 advantage in ag-
gregate goals in the total-goals series.

The teams had tied in the fi rst leg in 
Nashville last Thursday. Messi scored 

in regulation, and Suárez scored the 
tying goal in stoppage time to rally 
Miami to a 2-2 draw. Messi went 
down late in regulation of that game 
when Nashville defender Lukas Mac-
naughton stepped on his left calf. A 
trainer checked on Messi, who re-
mained on the pitch.

He had been listed as questionable 
with a shin injury entering Sunday’s 
game against Montreal, but Martino 
said after that match that the plan was 
always to rest Messi for that game.

The rest seemed to bode well for 
Messi’s performance Wednesday, as 
he wasted no time making an impact.

He earned a free kick after a foul 
by Nashville’s Aníbal Godoy just 
four minutes into the match, but had 
his attempt blocked. The 36-year-old 
seized his opportunity a few minutes 
later, using his impressive vision to 
fi t a pass to a streaking Suárez, who 
sent the ball into bottom right corner 
of the net.

SOCCER

Al-Arabi reclaim league summit
Kuwait Club held by Al-Fahaheel

By Hassan Musa
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, March 
14: Al-Arabi reclaimed the 
top spot in the Zain Pre-
mier League after secur-
ing a vital victory over Al-
Nasr with a 3-1 scoreline in 
the opening round of the 
championship group, also 
known as the League of Six. 
This ascendancy was facili-
tated by  Kuwait Club, the 
former frontrunners were 
held to a 1-1 draw by Al-
Fahaheel.

Despite a draw against Al-Fa-
haheel in the seventeenth round, 
Al-Abyad, the defending cham-
pions, were not entirely satisfi ed 
with their position, slipping to sec-
ond place with 44 points. Mean-
while, Al-Arabi surged ahead with 

45 points, leaving Al-Fahaheel 
tied with Al-Nasr and Salmiya at 
24 points.

Al-Arabi seized control early in their 
match, with Bandar Salama netting a 
goal in the fourth minute, followed by 

Ayman extending the lead in the 37th 
minute, concluding the fi rst half at 2-0. 
The dominance continued in the sec-
ond half as Algerian Imad Eddine Abu 
Bakr’s header secured their third goal, 
with Al-Nasr managing a consolation 
goal in stoppage time through Colom-

bian Hancel Zapata.
In the clash between Kuwait  Club 

and Al-Fahaheel, Kuwait’s early lead 
from a penalty kick was nullifi ed by 
Al-Fahaheel’s late equalizer in the 
88th minute, resulting from Brazilian 
Vitor’s cross defl ecting off defender 
Fahad Hammoud into the net.

Elsewhere, Al-Qadisiya displayed 
a dominant performance, securing a 
4-0 victory over Al-Salmiya, narrow-

ing the gap with the league leaders to 
three points and trailing second-placed 
Kuwait by two points. Consequently, 
Al-Salmiya dropped to sixth place in 
the standings.

Firas Al-Khatib, the Syrian coach 
of Al-Fahaheel, highlighted his team’s 
near-victory against Kuwait, empha-
sizing their participation in the League 
of Six for the enjoyment of football 
without undue pressure. He expressed 
his team’s ambition to secure fourth 
place and viewed the matches against 
top teams as an opportunity to assess 
their current standing in the season.

Players in action during the Zain Premier League soccer match.

SOCCER

Luton prevented from climbing out of the relegation zone

Bournemouth come back from 3-0 down
to beat Luton 4-3 in the Premier League
BOURNEMOUTH, England, March 14, (AP): Bourne-
mouth completed a stunning comeback to beat Luton 4-3 in 
the Premier League  after being 3-0 down at halftime.

Antoine Semenyo’s 83rd-minute strike at Vitality Sta-
dium sealed the win for Bournemouth and prevented Luton 
from climbing out of the relegation zone.

Bournemouth is the third team in Premier League history 
to come back from 3-0 down at halftime and win. Manches-
ter United and Wolverhampton were the other two teams to 
achieve that feat.

“I haven’t been involved in a game like that before,” Se-
menyo said. “Even when we are down at halftime we know 
that man to man our game is about bravery. So in the second 
half whether we are down or up we are going to be pressing 
the same way. We know that we are going to have chances 
and second half today was amazing.”

Luton had looked set to climb up to 17th in the standings 
and above Nottingham Forest on goal difference after strikes 
from Tahith Chong, Chiedozie Ogbene and Ross Barkley 
before halftime.

But Bournemouth powered back after the break through 
Dominic Solanke, Illia Zabarnyi and a double from Seme-
nyo.

“It’s going to hurt but we have to pick ourselves up,” 
Luton manager Rob Edwards said. “We have another huge 
game (against Forest) in a few days time and we’ve got no 
other option but to pick ourselves up and go again.”

The game had been rescheduled after the original fi xture 
was abandoned when Luton captain Tom Lockyer suffered a 
cardiac arrest on the fi eld in December.

Lockyer was in attendance along with the medical staff 
who treated him on the fi eld and received a standing ovation 
from fans.

He was soon celebrating with the rest of the visiting fans 
when Chong headed Luton in front in the ninth.

SOCCER

PSG’s Kylian Mbappe (right), and Reims’ Amir Richardson fi ght for the ball during the French League One soccer 
match between Paris Saint-Germain and Reims at the Parc des Princes stadium in Paris, France. (AP)

Mbappé on target as PSG reach French Cup semifi nals
PARIS, March 14, (AP): Kylian 
Mbappé returned to the starting lineup 
and took just 14 minutes to score as 
Paris Saint-Germain beat Nice 3-1 to 
reach the French Cup semifi nals.

He started the past two league 
games on the bench as part of coach 
Luis Enrique’s rotation policy, which 
most observers accept involves leaving 
out Mbappé to prepare for next season 
without him.

Mbappé looked sharp, expertly 

swapping waist-high passes with mid-
fi elder Fabián Ruiz and putting the ball 
between goalkeeper Marcin Bułka’s 
legs for his 35th goal of the season. 
Ten minutes later, Mbappé hit the post 
with a defl ected shot.

PSG has won the trophy a record 14 
times - but not since 2021 - and faced 
a Nice team that is the only one to beat 
PSG in the league this season.

Bułka made an awful blunder for the 
second goal, botching a clearance and 

spinning around unaware of where the 
ball was landing. Ruiz profi ted to roll it 
into an empty net in the 33rd.

But PSG’s defense remains vulner-
able, as it has been for several years. 

Nice pulled a goal back four 
minutes later when striker Gaëtan 
Laborde - who scored in September 
when Nice won in Paris - was un-
marked on the right of the penalty 
area and guided a low half-volley 
into the left corner.

Best of the Rest

Mullins secures 100th win: 
Top Irish trainer Willie Mullins 
secured a milestone 100th Chelten-
ham Festival win on Wednesday 
when Jasmin de Vaux raced to vic-
tory in the Weatherbys Champion 
Bumper.

Mullins is the most successful 
trainer in the history of the pres-
tigious jumps meeting and reached 
his landmark fi gure with three wins 
on the day after earlier victories for 
Ballyburn and Fact To File.

“I thought my lifetime achieve-
ment was when I had a winner 
here in Cheltenham in the Supreme 
Novices’ Hurdle back in 1995 and 
who ever dreamt any trainer, never 
mind me, could do it,” he said. 

To make the moment even more 
special, Mullins’ son, Patrick, rode 
Jasmin de Vaux to victory. 

“He has redefi ned what is pos-
sible and I’m just very privileged 
to get the 100 for my father - it’s a 
special moment,” the jockey said.

Mullins had been left on 99 wins 
when odds-on favorite El Fabiolo 
pulled up in the Queen Mother 
Champion Chase and outsider Cap-
tain Guinness took the race earlier 
in the day.

But he didn’t have to wait long 
for his century as Jasmin de Vaux 
fi nished ahead of Romeo Coolio 
and Jalon D’oudairies.

Mullins won his fi rst race at the 
festival 29 years ago when Tourist 
Attraction triumphed in the Su-
preme Novices’ Hurdle.

“I’m just delighted, I wouldn’t 
say emotional,” he said. “When I 
started out I didn’t think anyone 
would ever train 100 Cheltenham 
winners and I certainly didn’t think 
it would be me.” (AP)

❑        ❑        ❑

Diaz, Jorge get rematch: Nate 
Diaz and Jorge Masvidal are set for 
a rematch. This one, though, will 
happen in the ring instead of the 
octagon.

The former UFC headliners will 
square off June 1 at the Kia Forum 
in Inglewood, California, in a box-
ing match, promoters announced 
Wednesday.

Diaz and Masvidal last fought in 
the main event at UFC 244 in 2019 
at Madison Square Garden in New 
York. Masvidal won that MMA 
fi ght via a technical knockout in 
the fourth round; the ringside phy-
sician stopped it because Diaz was 
cut above the eye, blood pouring 
down his face.

This time, they’re scheduled to 
go 10 rounds at 175 pounds in an 
event dubbed “Last Man Standing.”

Diaz and Masvidal are no longer 
active in UFC. Diaz is a free agent 
and Masvidal has retired, although 
he remains under contract to the 
series. (AP)
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Some members of the Kuwait 
cricket team are welcomed at 
the Kuwait International Air-
port upon their return home, 
following their win in the ICC 
50 overs Challenge League 
Play-off in Malaysia. – See 
Page 15

Oblak heroics propel Atletico to CL quarters
Inter out on intense penalty shootout

MADRID, March 14, (AP): 
With tears in his eyes, Di-
ego Simeone stared at the 
Atletico Madrid fans cel-
ebrating in the Metropoli-
tano Stadium stands.

Minutes earlier, the coach was 
pacing back and forth by the side-
line, unable to watch the tense pen-
alty shootout that ended with At-
letico triumphing over Inter Milan 
and advancing to the quarterfinals 
of the Champions League.

Jan Oblak made two saves and Lau-
taro Martínez sent his shot over the 
crossbar as Atletico defeated Inter 3-2 
on penalties after scoring a late winner 
in regulation.

“It was moving,” Simeone said. 
“I’m happy for the players and for 
the fans. We are among the best eight 
teams in Europe again. That tells a lot 

about this club.”
Oblak saved the penalties by Alexis 

Sánchez and Davy Klaassen before 
Martínez missed the fi nal kick for last 
year’s runner-up in the European com-
petition.

“In the end it’s a bit about luck in 
the shootout,” Oblak said. “Because 
you have to choose the correct side 
and you have to make the stop. If the 
player takes the kick perfectly, it’s im-
possible to stop it. Gladly, I was able 
to make the saves. What matters is the 
victory and that we made it to the quar-
terfi nals.”

Memphis Depay, Rodrigo Riquelme 
and Ángel Correa converted their pen-
alties for Atletico, with Saúl Ñíguez 
having his shot saved by Inter goal-
keeper Yann Sommer. Hakan Calha-
noglu and Francesco Acerbi scored for 
the visitors in the shootout.

Atletico reversed the 1-0 fi rst-leg 
loss after Depay scored an 87th-minute 
goal that gave Simeone’s team a 2-1 
win in regulation.

Atletico didn’t make it past the 
group stage last season and was elimi-
nated by Manchester City in the last 
eight in 2021-22.

Inter, which lost last year’s fi nal to 
Man City, had arrived at the Metro-
politano Stadium enjoying a 13-game 
winning streak. It hadn’t lost in 15 
consecutive games in all competitions 
and had won all of its matches in 2024.

“We must be proud of what we 
did in this Champions League,” Inter 
coach Simone Inzaghi said. “In the 
second half we should have done bet-
ter. In extra time we had more energy 
but unfortunately we made too many 
mistakes.”

Inter opened the scoring in regula-
tion with Federico Dimarco in the 
33rd, but Atletico equalized two min-
utes later with Antoine Griezmann in 

Inter Milan’s Benjamin Pavard, (left), fights for the ball with Atletico Madrid’s Angel Correa during the Champions League, round of 16, second leg soccer 
match between Atletico Madrid and Inter Milan at the Metropolitano stadium in Madrid, Spain. (AP)

his return from injury.
The eight teams in the draw for the 

quarterfi nals are Atletico, Dortmund, 
Bayern Munich, Paris Saint-Germain, 
Real Madrid, Manchester City, Arse-
nal and Barcelona.

It was an open match at the Metro-
politano Stadium, with Atletico press-
ing forward from the start and Inter 
threatening on counterattacks.

The hosts dominated the fi nal part of 
the match and created several chances 
until Depay broke through with the late 
winner with a low shot from inside the 
area after a nice set up by midfi elder 
Koke Resurrección.

Inter had increased its fi rst-leg lead 
with Dimarco scoring with a low shot 
from the middle of the area after a pass 
by Nicolo Barella following a break-

away in the 33rd.
But it didn’t take long for Atletico 

to answer, equalizing a couple of 
minutes later with Griezmann scor-
ing after picking up a loose ball in-
side the area.

Griezmann was making his return to 
action after spraining his ankle in the 
fi rst leg in Italy three weeks ago. The 
France forward has been key for At-

letico this season but hadn’t scored in 
eight consecutive matches in all com-
petitions.

Barella had a chance to add Inter’s 
second goal in a breakaway in the 82nd 
but he got off a weak shot in a one-on-
one situation with Oblak. Depay had 
hit the post in the 85th, a few minutes 
after coming off the bench to replace 
Álvaro Morata.

Atletico Madrid’s head coach Di-
ego Simeone celebrates at the end 
of the Champions League, round 
of 16, second leg soccer match 
against Inter Milan at the Metropoli-
tano stadium in Madrid, Spain. (AP)

Navarro stuns Sabalenka in three sets as 
Gauff advances to last 8 on her birthday

PSV beaten 3-1 on aggregate

Sancho, Reus send Dortmund to quarterfinals
INDIAN WELLS, March 14: (AP): 
Emma Navarro beat second-seeded 
Aryna Sabalenka 6-3, 3-6, 6-2 in the 
fourth round of the BNP Paribas Open 
on Wednesday for the biggest win of 
the young American’s career. 

Navarro improved to 18-5 this year, 
with her victories leading the WTA 
Tour. She is 11-2 in three-set matches. 
The 2021 NCAA singles champion 
from Virginia reached her fourth quar-
terfi nal of the year and fi rst at the 1000 
level.

“I was able to stay aggressive on 
returns even though she has a really 
good serve,” Navarro said in an on-
court interview. “Played some better 
service games in the third set and just 
was able to put a lot of pressure on her 
throughout. I think that’s what made 
the difference.”

Sabalenka, the Australian Open 
champion, trailed 1-4 in the third set 
and won just one more game before 
getting broken on Navarro’s second 
match point. 

“It’s never easy coming out and 
playing an opponent like that, so expe-
rienced and just so talented, obvious-
ly,” Navarro said. “She made it really 
tough on me today, but I was able to 
play some good tennis in the big mo-
ments.”

The 22-year-old American won the 
title at Hobart early in the year.

Navarro moves on to the quarter-
fi nals against ninth-seeded Maria 
Sakkari, who beat Diane Parry, 6-2, 
3-6, 6-3.

Coco Gauff celebrated her 20th 
birthday with a 6-0, 6-2 win in just 
over an hour against Elise Mertens to 
reach the quarters for the second con-
secutive year in the Southern Califor-
nia desert.

“Today was one of my best matches 
since the Australian Open,” Gauff told 
the Tennis Channel. “I was defi nitely 
trying to be aggressive. That just made 
the difference. I don’t think she felt she 
could step in on me.”

Mertens, who knocked off Naomi 
Osaka in the third round, trailed 6-0, 
2-0 before she broke Gauff and then 
fought through a fi ve-deuce game on 
her serve for a 2-2 tie. But Gauff reeled 
off the fi nal four games to improve to 
4-0 in her career against the Belgian.

“I did really well playing deep in the 
court and mixing up the pace on her,” 
Gauff said. “She can do really well 
when it’s all the same pace.”

Gauff won 84% of her fi rst serves 
and won six of eight break points. 

She formed a 2 and a zero with her 
hands to acknowledge her special day, 

with mom Candi dancing in the play-
ers’ box. Gauff blew out the candles on 
a cake she was presented by the Tennis 
Channel and then lifted it up and took 
a bite. 

Yuan Yue of China defeated 11th-
seed Daria Kasatkina, 4-6, 6-4, 6-3 in 2 
1/2 hours to reach her fi rst quarterfi nal 
at a WTA 1000 tournament. Yuan took 
out No. 8 seed Quiwen Zheng in the 
second round and plays Gauff next.

On the men’s side, fourth-seeded 
Daniil Medvedev had just eight win-
ners in a 6-4, 6-4 win over 13th-seeded 
Grigor Dimitrov. Medvedev held at 
love to close out the match for his 
seventh win in 10 career matches over 
Dimitrov.

No. 7 seed Holger Rune outlasted 
2022 winner Taylor Fritz, 2-6, 7-6 (2), 
6-3. He’ll play Medvedev in the quar-
terfi nals. 

DORTMUND, Germany, March 
14,  (AP): Jadon Sancho scored early 
and Marco Reus netted late to send 
Borussia Dortmund to the Champions 
League quarterfi nals with a 2-0 win 
over PSV Eindhoven in the second leg 
of their last 16 tie.

Sancho scored in the third minute 
and Reus sealed the win in the fi fth 
minute of stoppage time to complete 
Dortmund’s 3-1 win on aggregate af-
ter the teams drew the fi rst leg 1-1 in 
Eindhoven.

Dortmund, which reached the fi nal 
in 2013, is into the last eight for the 
fi rst time in three years.

“We’re looking forward to the next 
round because a big opponent awaits 
us,” Niclas Füllkrug said of Friday’s 
quarterfi nal draw.

Dortmund coach Edin Terzić be-
moaned his team’s poor second half 
after starting with what he said was 
“the best 30 minutes of the season.”

Ian Maatsen tested PSV goalkeeper 
Walter Benítez in the second minute 
before Sancho scored the next.

Julian Brandt sent the England for-
ward through to score his second goal 
in as many games for Dortmund with a 
precise shot inside the bottom left cor-

ner. Sancho scored his fi rst goal since 
returning from Manchester United for 
Dortmund to beat Werder Bremen in 
the Bundesliga on Saturday.

Dortmund should have scored more 
as the home team’s intensity over-
whelmed PSV. Füllkrug drew a shot 
wide with only the goalkeeper to beat, 

and Donyell Malen missed another 
good chance against his former team.

The Dutch visitors only started threat-
ening after 25 minutes. Gregor Kobel 
saved an effort from Johan Bakayoko, 
then another from Guus Til.

PSV coach Peter Bosz took Til off 
for Mexico forward Hirving Lozano at 
the break and his team emerged with 
more bite.

Terzić was clearly unhappy with the 
visitors’ revival after Lozano struck 
the post. Then Kobel denied Bakayoko 
at his near post in the 71st, shortly be-
fore Sancho had to go off injured. Reus 
went on in his place.

One of Reus’ fi rst touches was to 
deliver a free kick that Füllkrug met 
to score, but the goal was ruled out for 
offside after a VAR check.

PSV captain Luuk de Jong missed 
the visitors’ best chance before Reus 
sealed the win at the other end.

“We dominated the second half 
without creating any huge chances, un-
til right at the end, when I should have 
scored,” de Jong said.

In the other Champions League 
match Wednesday, Atletico Madrid 
defeated Inter Milan on penalties.

The eight teams in the draw for the 
quarterfi nals are Atletico, Dortmund, 
Bayern Munich, Paris Saint-Germain, 
Real Madrid, Manchester City, Arse-
nal and Barcelona.

Tommy Paul, of the United States, returns to Luca Nardi, of Italy, at the BNP Paribas Open tennis tournament in 
Indian Wells, Calif. (AP)

Dortmund’s Mats Hummels, (right), 
heads the ball during the Champi-
ons League round of 16 second leg 
soccer match between Borussia 
Dortmund and PSV Eindhoven at 
the Signal Iduna Park in Dortmund, 

Germany. (AP)

Milan’s current and former owners say 
allegations from prosecutors are false
MILAN, March 14, (AP): AC Milan’s 
current and former American owners 
each said  that allegations from Ital-
ian prosecutors disputing who runs the 
seven-time European champion are 
false.

Milan’s offi ces were raided by po-
lice as part of an investigation by Ital-
ian prosecutors into the sale of the Se-
rie A giant.

RedBird Capital Partners purchased 
Milan from fellow American fi rm El-
liott Management in August 2022, but 
Milan prosecutors claim Elliott still 
owns and controls the Italian club.

“RedBird Fund IV and its investors 
own 99.93% of AC Milan; the other 
0.07% are individual legacy Italian 
investors that are long standing fans 
of the club. The notion that RedBird 
doesn’t own and control AC Milan 
is just false and contradicts all the 
evidence and facts,” RedBird said in a 
statement.

“When we took control of the club 
upon closing, Elliott provided loan 
fi nancing to RedBird with a term of 
three years and no voting rights,” Red-

Bird added.
In a separate statement, Elliott said 

“this allegation (from the Milan pros-
ecutors) is false.”

“AC Milan was sold to RedBird on 
31st August 2022. As of that date, the 
Elliott funds have had no equity inter-
est in, or control over, AC Milan,” El-
liott added.

Italian fi nancial police also report-
edly searched the homes of current 
CEO Giorgio Furlani and former chief 
executive Ivan Gazidis, who held the 
role from 2018 to 2022.

Furlani and Gazidis are being inves-
tigated for allegedly hiding informa-
tion related to the sale from the Italian 
soccer federation.

Milan said it is a “third party and ex-
traneous to the ongoing legal action,” 
adding that it was “giving its full coop-
eration to the investigating authority.”

Milan could nevertheless be fi ned 
or docked points by the Italian soccer 
federation.

RedBird also addressed speculation 
that the club is courting new investors 
in Saudi Arabia or elsewhere.

Morocco selects Díaz for friendlies
MADRID, March 14, (AP): Brahim 
Díaz was selected in Morocco’s 
squad for two friendlies later this 
month, ending speculation about the 
Real Madrid winger’s possible fu-
ture with the Spanish national team. 

The Spanish daily Marca and 
other local media reported the 
move earlier this week. Spanish 
media said the national team’s 
lack of interest in Díaz played a 
role in his decision, with Morocco 
active in trying to recruit him.

Spain coach Luis de la Fuente 
responded to those reports by say-
ing he’d respect Díaz’s decision. 
He added that only individuals 
who want to play for Spain would 

be welcomed in his squad. 
Díaz was a regular in Spain’s 

youth squads, including some 
coached by De la Fuente.

He won his solitary senior cap, 
and scored a goal, in a 4-0 win over 
Lithuania in a June 2021 friendly 
match. The under-21 squad was 
called up for that game because se-
nior players were isolating due to 
COVID-19.

FIFA, soccer’s world governing 
body, must process any request by 
a member federation for a player 
to change national-team eligibil-
ity, although Diaz is a routine case 
as he has never played a competi-
tive senior game for Spain.
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