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Amir receives oil min
KUWAIT CITY, Jan 9, (KUNA): His 
Highness the Amir Sheikh Mishal Al-Ah-
mad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received at Bayan 
Palace on Tuesday morning Deputy Prime 
Minister, Minster of Oil and Minister of 
State for Economic Affairs and Investment 
Dr. Saad Hamad Al-Barak.

MPs express discontent over postponed session

Parliament speaker adjourns session over gov’t absence 
By Saeed Mahmoud Saleh

Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 9: National Assembly Speaker Ahmed 
Al-Saadoun decided to adjourn the ordinary session scheduled 
for Tuesday to Jan 16-17, 2024, because of the absence of the 
interim government, which sent a letter declining the invitation 
to the session.

Al-Saadoun also confirmed the issuance of an Amiri decree 
approving the resignation of the government.

Meanwhile, MP Dawoud Maarefi expressed objection to the 
postponement of the session, stressing the need to hold the ses-
sion even if the government is absent as long as majority of 
the members are present. He disclosed that he and a number of 
his colleagues were not given a chance to object.  He said they 
let it slide this time, but the necessary action must be taken 
next time in order to stop the practice of postponing sessions 

whenever the government is absent. He pointed out it is up 
to the government to resign, attend the session or not; but the 
Assembly has nothing to do with all these procedures, since it 
represents the citizens and the sessions are aimed at fulfilling 
the citizens’ demands. 

The lawmaker went on to say that there is no time limit for 
the formation of a new government. He retorted: “If it takes 
months to form the new government, will the parliamentary 
session be suspended throughout such period?” 

In addition, Deputy Speaker Muhammad Al-Mutair posted 
on his account on X (formerly Twitter) that he is currently 
abroad for personal reasons. He believes it is correct to hold 
a parliamentary session even if the government is absent. He 
added the National Assembly Law states that it is not allowed 
to hold a session or invite the MPs to the session only if the 
speaker authorized such move or if the speaker is absent. 

MP Abdullah Al-Mudhaf explained that a parliamentary 

session should not be held only under three circumstances: 
dissolution of the Assembly, lack of quorum and implementa-
tion of Article 106 of the Constitution : “The Amir may, by 
a decree, adjourn the session of the National Assembly for a 
period not exceeding one month. Adjournment may be repeat-
ed during the same session with the consent of the Assembly 
and then only once. A period of adjournment is not counted in 
computing the duration of the session.”  He then pointed out 
that the reasons for not holding parliamentary sessions do not 
include the absence of the government.

He considers the other opinion a violation of principle of 
separation of powers as it is stated in Article 50 of the Consti-
tution: “The system of Government is based on the principle 
of separation of powers functioning in cooperation with each 
other in accordance with the provisions of the Constitution. 

Kuwait suspends 41 domestic 
worker recruitment agencies

‘Hassle-free’

Kuwait’s smart center 
revolutionizes service

By Munif Naif
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 9: Al-Seyassah daily yes-
terday toured the first smart service center of its 
kind in Kuwait, which was opened in Shuwaikh 
close to Sahafa Street under the directives of the 
First Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Inte-
rior Sheikh Talal Al-Khaled to hand over citizens 
their passports, driver’s licenses, and civil cards 
in an automated manner without the need for em-
ployees to be present.

The new center, which contains advanced 
devices, has been allocated to complete citi-
zens’ transactions in the quickest period of 
time and at all times of the day in order to 
make it easier for the citizens, to provide them 
with the best services, and to improve the elec-
tronic system.

Continued on Page 4

Sheikh Mohammad, 
it’s pointless

THERE are three types of devils – the first is 
afraid of the ‘Ayat Al-Khursi’ (The Throne), the 
second is the one sitting on that throne and afraid 
of leaving it, and the third permanently sitting on 
the throne.

In real sense of the word there are many 
around us who are afraid of leaving the throne. 
There are others who are clapping their hands to 
support the one sitting on the throne, especially 
those who have failed to find for themselves a 
place on the throne of milk and honey.

… Yet tomorrow is another day.
Zahed Matar

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 
9: The Public Author-
ity for Manpower has 
suspended 41 domestic 
worker recruitment of-
fices due to violations 
of the Labor Law and 
Ministry of Trade and 
Industry regulations, 
reports Al-Seyassah 
daily.

A tripartite committee 
comprising of the Ministry of 
Interior, Public Authority for 
Manpower, and Ministry of 
Commerce enforced the min-
isterial decision on domestic 
worker recruitment prices. 

During inspections across 
various governorates, six offices 
were found violating Article 24 
of Law No. 68 of 2015, leading 
to a 6-month suspension.

Furthermore, 35 recruitment 
offices lacking K-Net devices 
were suspended for non-compli-
ance with Ministry of Commerce 
circulars. Legal actions will be 
pursued, following Ministerial 
Resolution No. 99 of 2022 issued 
on August 7, 2022.

One day after confirming that 
the travel ticket is now included 
in the recruitment amount, the 
Public Authority for Manpower 
and the Ministry of Commerce 
and Industry jointly called on 
citizens to make payments to 
domestic worker recruitment of-
fices through KNET.

Continued on Page 4

BAGHDAD: A fi re erupted Mon-
day evening at a hospital in south-
ern Iraq, sending smoke through 
a maternity ward and killing four 
babies who had been born prema-
turely, health offi cials said.

The fi re started at a pile of de-
bris belonging to a construction 
company working on renovations 
at Women and Children’s Hospi-
tal in Diwaniyiah, Iraqi Health 
Minister Saleh al-Hasnawi told 
journalists at the scene. 

The hospital building did 
not burn but it was fi lled with 
smoke, and the four infants died 
of chest problems as a result of 
smoke inhalation, Al-Hasnawi 
said. (AP)

❑     ❑     ❑

ANKARA: An earthquake meas-
uring 4.4 on the Richter scale 
jolted Malatya province in 
southeast Turkiye on Monday, 
Turkiye’s Disaster Management 
Authority (AFAD) reported.

The earthquake took place at 
16:00 (local time), AFAD said, 
noting that the depth of the earth-
quake was 9.6 km and its epicent-
er was in the district of Puturge.
(KUNA)

❑     ❑     ❑

BEIRUT: The prime minister of 
the caretaker government, Najib 
Mikati, affi rmed on Tuesday 
that the Lebanese government is 
ready to engage in negotiations 
to establish long-term stability 
in southern Lebanon and along 
the borders with occupied Pal-
estine.

“We have always advocated 
stability and we have called for 
a permanent peaceful solution 
however we have received warn-
ings from international envoys 
that a war might be waged on 
Lebanon,” said Mikati during a 
meeting with the UN undersecre-
tary for peace operations, Jean-
Pierre Lacroix,  according to a 
statement released by the premier 
press bureau. (KUNA)

‘Comply with law’

Palestinians line up for free food during the ongoing Israeli air and ground offensive on the Gaza Strip in Rafah, Tuesday, Jan. 9, 2024. (AP)

US looks to planning for post-war future

Gaza toll 23,210 as bombardment shakes refugee camps

‘OAPEC’s founding signals paradigm shift in Arab coop’
KUWAIT CITY, Jan 9, (KUNA): 
Secretary General of the Organization 
of Arab Petroleum Exporting Coun-
tries (OAPEC) Jamal Al-Loughani 
said Tuesday that the organization’s 
founding is a crucial turning point 
in joint Arab action, emphasizing 
OAPEC’s commitment to fostering 
cooperation among member states for 
shared economic interests.

In a press statement marking the 
56th anniversary of OAPEC’s estab-
lishment, Al-Loughani outlined the 
organization’s core goal: to foster 
cooperation among member states 
in various economic facets of the 
petroleum industry, underscoring the 

need for close relations and effective 
means to safeguard members’ legiti-
mate interests, articulating collective 
commitment to navigate the industry.

He asserted the organization’s ob-
jective to harmonize efforts for fair 
access of petroleum to consumption 
markets, ensuring reasonable terms 
and creating optimal conditions for 
capital and expertise investments 
within the petroleum industry across 
member states.

Al-Loughani highlighted the estab-
lishment of a group of companies with-
in member states, noting the effective 
contributions of emerging Arab com-
panies, playing a vital role in strength-

ening the Arab petroleum industry 
through implemented or financed proj-
ects, benefiting numerous Arab mem-
ber and non-member countries.

Underscoring their dedication, 
OAPEC’s General Secretariat ac-
tively tracks global petroleum in-
dustry developments, assessing their 
impact on member states’ economies 
through comprehensive technical and 
economic studies.

In response to the evolving energy 
industry, growing interest in renew-
able energy, and the implementation 
of stringent environmental regula-
tions, OAPEC’s Council of Ministers 

GAZA, Jan 9, (Agencies): Some 
23,210 Palestinians have been 
killed and 59,167 others were 
wounded since Israeli attacks 
across the Gaza Strip started on 
October 7, Palestinian health au-
thorities said on Tuesday.

In the last 24 hours alone, 126 
Palestinians were killed and 241 
others were wounded in “massa-
cres” committed by Israeli forc-
es, health ministry spokesman 
Ashraf Al-Qadra told the press.

Israeli forces have bombarded 
the Gaza Strip since October, 
leaving behind a staggering death 
toll while plunging the Middle 
East into its worst wave of vio-
lence in decades. 

Meanwhile, U.S. Secretary 
of State Antony Blinken faced 
tough talks with Israeli leaders on 
Gaza’s post-war future Tuesday, 
while Israel’s military pushed 
ahead with its offensive in the 
beleaguered territory. Heavy 
bombardment and fighting shook 
refugee camps, sending Palestin-
ians scrambling to find safety and 
hampering aid groups’ efforts to 
get relief to the population.

Blinken said he was coming 
to Israel with promises from four 
Arab nations and Turkey to help 
in rebuilding Gaza after the war. 
But those nations also want to see 
an end to the fighting in Gaza and 
concrete steps toward the even-
tual creation of a Palestinian state 
alongside Israel, something Israel 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netan-
yahu has vowed not to allow.

The U.S. and Israel also remain 
deeply divided over how Gaza 
will be run when - and if - its cur-
rent Hamas rulers are defeated. 
American officials have called 
for the Palestinian Authority, 
which currently governs parts of 
the Israeli-occupied West Bank, 
to take the reins in Gaza.

Continued on Page 4

Opinion

Day by Day

By Ahmed Al-Jarallah
Editor-in-Chief, the Arab Times

WHEN corruption spreads throughout a coun-
try and oversight agencies are unable to curb 
it, there is no solution other than cauterization, 
especially when the law is full of loopholes that 
lawyers take advantage of for the benefit of the 
accused.

Today with the revelation of facts regard-
ing many deals that were concluded behind the 
scenes, rendering institutions helpless in the 

face of them, it is nec-
essary to deviate from 
the norm, like the way 
it happened in several 
neighboring countries, 
so that those who por-
tray themselves as 
above-accountability 
become aware of them-
selves.

I remember in 2001, 
information was re-
ceived by the late Sultan 
Qaboos bin Said about 

corruption in one of the Omani authorities. He 
immediately ordered the punishment of those 
responsible, which led to the imprisonment of 
more than 20 government officials and promi-
nent bankers on charges of embezzlement.

The state recovered hundreds of millions of 
riyals that these people had obtained illegally. It 
took strict measures, which straightened out the 
financial cycle in the Sultanate.

Also in the same year, when Sheikh Moham-
med bin Rashid came to know that about 30 
officials had committed corruption during the 
urban boom in the emirate of Dubai, he imme-
diately worked to arrest them and collect tens of 
millions of Emirati dirhams.

The leaders of those countries had no other 
path, because the crime was organized in such 
a way that it could not be discovered according 
to normal procedures. The methods followed 
were to bend the law to the benefit of the cor-
rupt.

The same thing happened in Saudi Arabia 
when King Salman bin Abdulaziz assumed 
power. He saw that there was wastage in state 
institutions, and that the costs of the projects 
were very large.

Therefore, his Crown Prince Mohammed bin 
Salman ordered that measures be taken quickly 
to stop tampering with public funds.

In this regard, we all know that the Crown 
Prince was working that day to host more than 
87 defendants, including princes and business-
men. After three months, the government re-
covered about 400 billion Saudi riyals.

The outcome was then equivalent to the 
state’s general budget. Reform measures were 
taken, and the cost of projects decreased by 
about two times after getting rid of the corrup-
tion.

Now we beg to ask - What happened in Ku-
wait? Were 14 oversight and inspection agen-
cies able to stop corruption, or were most of 
them subjugated to serve the corrupt?

The answer is in what was published in the 
newspapers yesterday about ministers and lead-
ers involved in the “Caracal” and “Eurofighter” 
contracts. This is one of a series of scandals that 
affected sovereign funds, in addition to an or-
ganized “looting” of public money, which indi-
cates the extent of the disdain for the state as a 
whole, and not just institutions.

Therefore, if we compare the rate of corrup-
tion in Kuwait to this scourge on a global level, 
our country would rank first, because the mat-
ter has reached the extent of all-out plundering, 
while some were held accountable selectively, 
which indicated that it was a matter of settling 
of scores, and not a reform approach.

In this regard, it would be good if the Na-
tional Assembly approved, after a lot of effort, 
the abolition of the local agent, but that is not 
enough, because whoever leaves the door can 
return through the window.

We therefore have been calling for years for 
a firm decision that changes the equations, and 
for there to be a man’s stance. Perhaps Sheikh 
Mohammad Sabah Al-Salem will be this man, as 
he is well-known for his fight against corruption.

There is no other treatment left for this wide-
spread disease of corruption apart from cauter-
ization.

Continued on Page 4
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Email: ahmed@aljarallah.com

Follow me on:

ahmedaljarallah@gmail.com

Newswatch

Photo by Samer Shiker
Photo shows one of the state-of-the-art machines at the 
smart service center which was opened in Shuwaikh close 

to Sahafa Street. 

Al-Jarallah
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Fajr  ........ 05:20
Sunrise ..  06:44
Zohr .......  11:55

Asr .......... 14:48
Maghrib .. 17:07
Isha  ........ 18:28

 Prayer Timings
Expected weather for next 24 hrs:

By Day: Warm with light to 
moderate freshening at times 
southeasterly wind with speeds 
of 12-40 km/h with a chance for 
fog forming at night and some 
scattered clouds will appear later 
on.

By Night: Rather cold to cold 
to partly cloudy with light to 
moderate southeasterly wind to 
light variable wind, with speeds 
of 06-35 km/h with a chance for 
light fog forming over some ar-
eas.

Station Max Exp Min Rec
Kuwait City 20 11
Kuwait Airport 21 05
Abdaly 23 03
Jahra 22 08
Salmiyah 18 13
Nuwaisib 21 08
Wafra 22 04

Weather 
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Cooperation eyed between NDHR, legal institutions

Nat’l Diwan for Human Rights makes humanitarian work recommendations

Focus on Info blunders
‘KTV brass lack strategy to train young blood’

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 9: At a time the State 
Audit Bureau (SAB) revealed the accumu-
lation of fi nancial and administrative viola-
tions in the Ministry of Information includ-
ing the misappropriation of public money, 
the focus is now shifting to serious technical 
errors committed since the appointment of 
Nasser Al-Muhaisen as Undersecretary, re-
ports Al-Qabas daily, 

The ministry seems contented with the policy of re-
action with regard to addressing accumulated errors in 
its sectors and referring employees to the investigation 
authorities.

With the repetition of errors while broadcasting programs 
on Kuwait TV, the viewers’ criticism of what is happening 
in the programs of the ministry has intensified. It seems the 
ministry has no clear vision or strategy, as its programs are 
broadcasted without scrutiny.

The latest of these mistakes is that of a young broadcaster 
from Mashhad. It was met with ridicule and disapproval as 
confusion and chaos occurred in another program. The inci-
dent gives rise to a logical question in 
the midst of such chaos: Where is the 
ministry’s role in developing the skills 
of national manpower?!

The catastrophic mistakes are caused 
by the absence of a clear strategy and 
vision for developing the content of 
Kuwait TV and other stations, as these 
mistakes were committed by Kuwaiti 
broadcasters and directors from differ-
ent segments and age groups. This con-
firms that the defect is not in the young 
staff, but in the management mechanism 
of the officials who were unable to pres-
ent solutions for the national staff and involve them in drawing 
up the media development strategy. 

This confusion has been evident since the appointment of 
Al-Muhaisen, as blatant mistakes accumulated during his ten-
ure and young employees have been referred for investigation 
to absorb public anger.

All of this is happening while the plans to develop the 
skills of the staff, train them and reintroduce these young 
people in a modern and professional manner are still a dead 
letter, and the agent and his staff have devoted themselves 
to political pursuits of some opinion-makers, writers and 
tweeters.

Then, their pursuits took another turn. The young national 
staff referred for investigation were targeted to absorb the an-
ger of the street, as if the Undersecretary information knew 
nothing except the referral of opinion-makers and then the 
young employees for investigation, as he was hostile to free-
doms and development.

The directive of Information Minister Abdurahman Al-
Mutairi has been clear since he announced the need to sup-
port creative Kuwaiti youths. However, these directives did 
not bode well for some parties, as they were content with 
referring the staff to useless investigation committees.

The Undersecretary also failed to address the comments of 
SAB, which confirmed the ministry’s inaction and repetition 
of violations in its recent report. The bureau recorded a number 
of violations, including the delayed submission of the final ac-
count for fiscal 2022/2023 and inaccuracy in preparing budget 
estimates -- a violation of the Ministry of Finance Circular No. 
5/2021 on preparing the budget estimates of ministries and 
government entities.

According to the bureau, the Ministry of Information also 
failed to settle amounts owed to certain government agencies 
since March 2022 -- about KD1.6 million.

The bureau also pointed out that the Information Ministry 
deprived the State treasury of revenues by allowing an Arab 
production company to film clips from the series shown re-
cently in a private Arab channel without compensation in 
violation of the ministerial decisions on regulating radio and 
television media services.

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 9, (KUNA): Chair-
man of the Permanent Committee for 
Complaints and Grievances and Member 
of the Board of Directors of the National 
Diwan for Human Rights (NDHR), Dr. 
Abdulredha Assiri, affirmed on Tuesday 
the important role of the Diwan in provid-
ing proposals and recommendation to im-
prove humanitarian work.

Dr. Assiri said in a press conference or-
ganized by the Center for Gulf and Arabi-
an Peninsula Studies at Kuwait University 
that the symposium 
on human rights 
policies in Kuwait 
and interaction with 
the local and interna-
tional situation, held 
last December, came 
up with important 
recommendations 
after the completion 
of the workshops 
and meetings.

Among the recom-
mendations was the 
establishment of awareness and education-
al programs about the role of the National 
Office for Human Rights in the appropri-
ate fields. 

Furthermore, Dr. Assiri pointed out the 
importance of the NDHR embracing com-
munity initiatives of human rights and 
mobilizing effective partnerships within 
the framework of spreading the culture 
and goals of human rights, in order to 
benefit from higher education institutions 
and their expertise in allocating matters re-
lated to human rights through research and 
proper evaluation.

Dr. Assiri stressed the need to urge the 
establishment of a joint Gulf system for 
national human rights institutions, similar 
to the Arab Network for National Human 
Rights Institutions, which is entrusted with 
raising the capabilities of workers in na-
tional human rights institutions in the Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) countries.

Such institutes also provide logistical 
support to national and Gulf institutions 
to raise the societal level of human rights 
concepts, he added.

Dr. Assiri emphasized the importance of 
activating cooperation between the NDHR 
and judicial and legal institutions to con-

duct joint training and awareness pro-
grams, and involving public benefit insti-
tutions in measuring the training impact of 
the joint programs that are implemented, 
and working in the future to develop such 
programs.

Dr. Assiri continued that one of the rec-
ommendations was to hold a periodic meet-
ing or forum with the public in order to 
spread the culture of human rights, increase 
public human rights awareness, and shed 
light on the policies and activities carried 
out by all governmental and non-govern-
mental agencies related to human rights.

In addition to laws and decrees approv-
ing international conventions concerned 
with human rights and their explanatory 
memorandums, equipped with the neces-
sary resolutions, interpretations, clarifica-
tions and comments, Dr. Assiri continued 
issuing a volume containing the texts of 
the Kuwaiti Constitution and the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights.

He said that the recommendations in-
cluded holding closed or limited work-
shops for specialists and stakeholders in 
human rights matters to discuss issues 
and develop plans, policies, strategies, 
and problem solving in order to deepen 
the common understanding of those con-
cerned with human rights.

Moreover, Dr. Assiri also added activat-
ing strategic relations with Kuwait Univer-
sity, public and private educational institu-
tions, civil society institutions, and other 
official governmental and private bodies 
concerned with human rights to prepare an 
accredited academic or training program 
that provides human rights activists with 
the understanding and skills necessary to 
deal with international, regional and na-
tional systems while developing capaci-
ties for negotiating and managing human 
rights projects.

He went on to explain the importance of 
preparing a comprehensive draft on human 
rights laws that explicitly stipulates the re-
peal of any issue that can cause violations 
of the aforementioned rights in the draft.

Finally, Dr. Assiri reiterated the im-
portance of initiating laws that regulate 
interaction with technologies and artifi-
cial intelligence techniques in a way that 
guarantees and preserves the basic require-
ments of human rights.

Dr. Assiri

KUNA photo
Dr Abdulredha Assiri and his team during the press conference at the Kuwait Uni-

versity.

Huge boat is lifted. Forgotten cars picked up.

Abandoned boats, cars removed
The Mubarak Al-Kabeer Governorate 
Municipality branch, through its Public 
Cleanliness and Road Works Depart-
ment, recently conducted fi eld trips re-
sulting in the removal of 9 abandoned 
cars and boats. Additionally, 29 stickers 
were placed on abandoned vehicles, 
groceries, and commercial containers, 
signaling their impending removal once 
the designated period elapses. Further-
more, the department replaced 5 old 
containers with new ones over the past 
week, reports Al-Rai daily .

Fahd Al-Quraifa, the Director of the Pub-

lic Cleanliness and Road Works Depart-
ment in the municipality branch, empha-
sized that the primary objective of these 
extensive fi eld tours is to monitor and ad-
dress violations by implementing appropri-
ate legal measures. Al-Quraifa highlighted 
the dedicated efforts of his supervisory 
team in enhancing cleanliness levels within 
their jurisdiction. The team is committed to 
eliminating elements that mar the aesthetic 
landscape and impede traffi c fl ow across 
all areas. These fi eld tours aim to uphold 
the cultural integrity of the governorate by 
preserving its scenic views.

By Enas Awad 
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff and 

Agencies

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 9: Minister of State 
for Municipal Affairs and Minister of 
State for Communications, Fahad Al-
Shoula, has given the nod to erect tem-
porary tents within the gardens of private 
and model housing. 

This decision is in accordance with 
specifi ed guidelines outlined in the 
amendment to regulations governing the 
cultivation of state-owned yards adjacent 
to private and model housing residences.

However, Al-Shoula expressed ob-
jections to the Municipal Council’s en-
dorsement of Adailiya residents’ request 
to stop the Kuwait Football Association 
to use the adjoining site for commercial 
purpose, calling for further examination 
of the matter.

Additionally, the minister objected 
to the initial article of the draft resolu-
tion related to regulations for cultivating 
state-owned yards next to private and 
model residential homes. 

This article prohibits any cosmetic cul-
tivation in areas adjoining existing build-
ings in private and model housing areas 
exploited for private residences, except 
for essential needs. He raised concerns 
about the lack of a study from the execu-
tive branch.

Furthermore, Al-Shoula forwarded 

member Munira Al-Amir’s proposal to 
form a committee to resolve disputes be-
tween citizens and contracting and con-
struction companies and to entirely re-
place the existing street vendors system.

❑     ❑     ❑ 

Cleaning drive to continue: The Public 
Relations Department of Kuwait Munici-
pality said that the cleaning campaigns 
are set to continue throughout the month 
of January, reports Al-Seyassah daily.

In a statement released yesterday, the 
municipality highlighted that the Depart-
ment of Public Cleanliness and Road 
Works in the Hawalli Governorate Mu-
nicipality Branch conducted an inspec-
tion campaign on Sunday. 

The campaign was aimed at assessing 
all public cleaning services within the 
areas under the Governorate Municipal-
ity Branch. This includes tasks related 
to monitoring, supervision, and follow-
up on public cleanliness, overseeing the 
work of contractors and cleaning compa-
nies, and monitoring street vendors.

The initiative also involved ensuring 
compliance with laws, regulations, and 
decisions pertaining to public cleanliness 
and road works within the governorate. 

The goal is to enhance cleanliness lev-
els and address issues obstructing roads or 
affecting the general appearance, such as 
the removal of abandoned cars, boats, and 
debris from public squares and streets.

Cleaning drive to continue in Jan

‘Can put up tents in home gardens’

‘Foul money is never blessed’
By Ahmad alsarraf

The UAE Prosecution referred 84 
defendants, most of them from 

the Muslim Brotherhood, which 
is classifi ed as a terrorist organiza-
tion, to court for their role in creat-
ing “another” secret organization for 
the purpose of 
committing acts 
of violence and 
terrorism on 
state territory. 
Charges were 
brought, after 
monitoring and 
research that 
lasted for six 
months. 

 Mr. Nasser 
Al-Sanea, head 
of the Arab Parliamentarians Against 
“Corruption” organization, a former 
president of the Transparency Asso-
ciation, a leader of the Brotherhood, 
who represented them in Parliament 
for many years, and a member of a 
religious political group, stated in a 
television interview, in an attempt to 
return to the limelight, that he and 
other representatives, were subject-
ed to several fi nancial temptations. 

He had previously been offered 
$20 million in exchange for his ef-
fort to approve a law that was being 
presented at the time of his represen-
tation to the National Assembly, but 
the large amount raised his doubts 
(does this mean that the problem 
was in the large amount and not in 
the offer itself?

He added in the interview, while 
laughing, that he rejected the offer, 
and contented himself with saying to 
the briber: God bless no money that 
comes this way! 

Without bothering to report the 
“incident and the briber,” despite 
his membership in several bodies 
that are supposed to fi ght corrup-
tion, in addition to his capacity as 
a representative and member of 
political and religious party bodies, 
above his responsibility as a citizen, 
and what he is known for repeatedly 
demanding and urging citizens to 
report any case of corruption, and 

when the offer came to his house, 
he remained silent, only to then rant 
about the incident as evidence of 
his integrity!!? 

 After the interview was telecast, 
the social media platforms were 
abuzz with demands for the need to 
hold the former MP accountable. 

The Integrity Commission re-
sponded to the demands and sum-
moned him to learn more about the 
extremely dangerous issue, know-
ing that the Commission cannot do 
much if the aforementioned person 
refrains from cooperating with it, 
and here is the Transparency Com-
mission, some of whose leaders are 
rumored to have Brotherhood ten-
dencies, should at least announce 
Al-Sanea’s refusal to cooperate with 
it in the investigation. 

 In its modern history, Kuwait 
has been exposed to two dangers. 
The fi rst was the Saddam invasion, 
which we miraculously got rid of 
and its destructive effects. The sec-
ond danger remains, which is still 
present, represented by the Mus-
lim Brotherhood party, which has 
increased its spread in the last two 
years and has come to control many 
aspects of the country. And state in-
stitutions. 

 We succeeded in getting rid 
of the threat of invasion and oc-
cupation thanks to three factors: 
popular rally, unprecedented in 
the history of nations, around the 
leadership of the state; secondly, 
the intervention of free Western 
powers to liberate us from the yoke 
of occupation and thirdly, the stu-
pidity of Saddam, who could have 
obtained a lot, instead of the des-
picable invasion! 

 Therefore, we hope that the cur-
rent political situation, and what is 
known about the lack of prudence 
and knowledge of the Brotherhood, 
will help, politically at least, the 
government move and get rid of 
their organization and their danger, 
once and for all, as other Gulf coun-
tries and others have done. 

❑     ❑     ❑ 

e-mail: a.alsarraf@alqabas.com.kw

alsarraf

Other Voices

Robot employed in
fi rst-time operation

By Marwa Al-Bahrawi
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 9: An orthopedic surgeon consultant at 
Jaber Hospital and the Chairman of the Council of Orthopedic 
Departments in Kuwait Dr. Awaidh Al-Mutairi announced the 
use of an automated robot to carry out knee replacement sur-
geries at Jaber Hospital, a move that is considered a fi rst of its 
kind in the country.

In a press statement issued yesterday, Dr. Al-Mutairi said 
the use of the robot for performing knee replacement surgeries 
is the fi rst step, which will be followed by replacing the pelvic 
joints, then the shoulder, then spinal navigation surgeries, and 
then spinal surgeries as a whole.

He highlighted the global launch of the use of automated 
robots for orthopedic surgeries about four to fi ve years ago.

Dr. Al-Mutairi stressed the importance of robotic surgeries 
in increasing patient satisfaction rates and reducing complica-
tions and human errors by more than 50 percent compared to 
regular surgeries.

He said the complications of joint replacement surgeries 
reach 20 percent but with the use of the robot, they reach ten 
percent or less.

Dr. Al-Mutairi affi rmed the start of popularizing joint re-
placement surgeries using automated robots in all specialized 
hospitals in Kuwait, clarifying that orthopedic surgeries are 
performed by specialized surgeons, and the automated robot 
helps reduce the complication rates.

Meanwhile, Dr. Awaidh Al-Mutairi also announced the 
launch of the activities of the Annual Orthopedic Surgery 
Conference for the year 2024 tomorrow, Thursday, with the 
participation of nine international doctors and experts, in addi-
tion to specialized doctors from Kuwait.

In a press statement, he said the conference will be held 
from January 11 to January 13, and will include more than 
52 scientifi c lectures, eight discussion panels, and six special-
ized workshops in all sub-specialties and general orthopedic 
surgery.

Dr. Al-Mutairi stressed that the conference includes 
doctors from various medical specialties, including ortho-
pedics, muscular system diseases, sports injuries, physical 
medicine, physiotherapy, interventional radiology and fam-
ily medicine.

He revealed that the conference agenda and lecturers can 
be accessed and the registration process can be carried out 
through the conference website - www.kworthoconf.com

‘Delivery van drivers ignore rules’

Buses, taxis worsen traffic chaos
KUWAIT CITY, Jan 9: The traffic 
crisis has taken more than one turn 
and it is expected to be more com-
plex in the absence of a joint action 
plan between the General Traffic 
Department in the Ministry of In-
terior and the Ministry of Public 
Works, reports Al-Shahed daily.

The worsening traffic problem di-
rectly affects road users -- whether 
financially or psychologically. Citi-
zens are fed up with the daily traffic 
congestion, disruption of movement 
on the roads and lack of intervention 
on the part of traffic patrols to ad-
dress the issue in a timely manner, 
in addition to their annoyance over 
the Ministry of Public Works’ intru-
sion to repair potholes or cracks on 
roads everywhere.

The situation is unbearable and 
the traffic patrols are not doing 
anything. They turn a blind eye to 
buses, delivery vehicles and taxis 
whose drivers cause accidents daily 

due to failure to comply with traffic 
regulations.

Citizens appealed to the Minis-
try of Interior to quickly arrest the 
violators -- whoever they are; and 
not to be lenient towards the drivers 
of buses and delivery vehicles that 
have increased remarkably.

Citizens stressed the need to 
hold accountable the negligent 
people in the General Traffic De-
partment and Ministry of Public 
Works. They also called on mem-
bers of the National Assembly to 
quickly solve the traffic and road 
crisis, instead of being preoccu-
pied with trivial matters. 

They said: “Our representatives 
must hold accountable those who 
are negligent and those harming the 
citizens who incur material losses 
daily due to excavations on the main 
roads and the streets in residential 
areas.”

Al-Muhaisen
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Sheikh Dr Muhammad ‘right
person in the right’ position
“THE announcement of Sheikh Dr. Mu-
hammad Sabah Al-Salem’s appointment 
to lead the new government under the 
guidance of His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Mishal Al-Ahmad marked a pivotal mo-
ment in the dawn of a new era. May God 
grant His Highness a long life, guidance, 
and protection,” columnist Tarek Boure-
sli wrote for Al-Anba daily.

“Undoubtedly, Sheikh Dr. Muham-
mad Al-Sabah’s appointment signifies 
a significant stride towards the initial 
facets of this new era, characterized by 
a commitment to growth and develop-
ment. 

“This aligns 
seamlessly with 
the modernization 
goals outlined in 
Kuwait Vision 
2035, reflecting 
the evolution of 
the vision. From 
my perspective, 
the recently re-
signed Kuwaiti 
government, led 
by His Highness 
Sheikh Ahmad Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-
Sabah, laid the groundwork for the de-
sired national development trajectory. 

“As a citizen writer, my articles consis-
tently echo the hopes and aspirations of 
the Kuwaiti people for sustainable devel-
opment, a cause I earnestly follow through 
the shifts in political landscapes, minis-
tries, and parliaments. I eagerly anticipate 
the realization of these aspirations in the 
near future, God willing.

“If I were to characterize this ap-
pointment, I would deem it as placing 
“the right man in the right place.” It is 
imperative to recognize the capabilities 
of Sheikh Dr. Muhammad Sabah Al-Sa-
lem Al-Sabah, the new Prime Minister.

“My optimism for substantial reform 
in Kuwait’s economic landscape stems 
from his extensive experience and qual-
ifications as a seasoned economist and 
politician. Our Prime Minister holds 
advanced degrees in economics from 
prestigious American universities, hav-
ing earned his bachelor’s degree from 
Claremont University in California and 
a doctorate from Harvard University. 

“Additionally, he served as a profes-
sor at Kuwait University’s Faculty of 
Commerce, Economics, and Political 
Science starting in 1985.

“His prowess extends beyond aca-
demia, as he has proven himself as a 
first-rate politician and distinguished 
Kuwaiti diplomat. Notably, he served as 
the ambassador to the United States of 
America in 1993, Minister of State for 
Foreign Affairs in 2001, and Minister 
of Foreign Affairs, Social Affairs, and 
Labor by proxy in 2003.

“At the Kuwaiti political forefront, 
Sheikh Dr. Muhammad Sabah Al-Sa-
lem assumed significant roles, including 
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of 
Foreign Affairs in 2006 and subsequent 
reassignments in 2007-2008 and 2011. 

“His multifaceted experience under-
scores the meticulous selection of a prime 
minister whose competence aligns with 
the demands of economic, political, and 
foreign diplomatic leadership.

“It is evident that the guiding prin-
ciple of the new era is rooted in the no-
tion that ‘competence is a prerequisite 
for selection’. I am confident that the 
Prime Minister will assemble an excep-
tional ministerial team reflective of this 
strategy.

“The appointment of Sheikh Dr. Mu-
hammad Sabah Al-Salem Al-Sabah as 
Kuwait’s Prime Minister is a defining 
aspect of the new era envisioned by His 
Highness the Amir Sheikh Mishal Al-
Ahmad during his constitutional oath.

“In essence, the forthcoming era is 
characterized by reform, rejuvenation, 
and sustainable development across Ku-
waiti society, with a primary focus on 
economic advancement. 

“Optimism abounds for the accom-
plishments that lie ahead, God willing. 
A warm welcome to the Prime Minister 
‘of the Government of Difficult Tasks’.

“In closing, I extend my gratitude 
to His Highness Sheikh Ahmad Nawaf 
Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, acknowledging 
his service and expressing the enduring 
love of the Kuwaiti people for his ef-
forts during the past period, a sentiment 
that will forever live in our hearts.”

Also:
“The address from His Highness 

Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, 
may God protect him, resonated deeply 
within our hearts, revealing the short-
comings in the performance of both the 
Executive and Legislative Councils,” 
columnist Musa Behbehani wrote for 
Al-Rai daily. 

“The words of HH the Amir signaled 
the commencement of a renewed reform 
process, emphasizing the impartial ap-
plication of the law on all.

“The issuance of an Amiri decree ap-
pointing Sheikh Mohammad Al-Sabah 
to lead the Council of Ministers in the 
upcoming phase garnered unanimous 
approval, as he is widely recognized as 
a reformist leader. 

“This endorsement is especially cru-
cial amid the current international chal-
lenges, as we anticipate a substantial 
reform movement that will elevate the 
nation from its current decline, restor-
ing the prosperity and pride we once 
celebrated.

“Post Mohammad Sabah Al-Salem, 
there is no room for excuses! Kuwait 
boasts a populace of dedicated and pa-
triotic citizens deeply invested in the 
welfare of the nation and its people.

“Therefore, the Prime Minister must 
take the following steps: 
■ Recognize that work is a responsibil-
ity, not a privilege, and avoid quotas in 
the selection of the ministerial team. 
Choose individuals based on compe-

tence, experience, and a commitment to 
reform and innovation to enhance state 
institutions.
■ Technocracy – placing the right indi-
viduals in the appropriate roles.
■ Avoid selecting individuals who have 
a tainted record.
■ Resist pressure from influential fig-
ures in the selection of tministers and 
leaders. 
■ Implement rigorous monitoring, fol-
low-up, and accountability. Negligence 
by any official must be met with conse-
quences.
■ Establish an open-door policy direct-
ly with citizens while closing doors to 
undue influence. 
■ Hold accountable those responsible 
for the mismanagement of public funds, 
particularly in poorly executed road 
projects that pose risks to lives and 
property. 
■ Enforce the law to combat corruption 
effectively. 
 “To address major citizen concerns: 
■ Employment: Swift action must be 
taken to provide opportunities for grad-
uates rather than subjecting them to pro-
longed waits for employment. 
■ Housing: Alleviate the burden on 
young families by addressing skyrock-
eting house prices and exorbitant apart-
ment rents.
■ Price regulation: The Ministry of 
Commerce should play an active role 
in determining fair prices for consumer 
goods, building materials, luxury items, 
and medicines.
■ Combat academic forgery with strict 
accountability.
■ Increase penalties for contraband 
traders who jeopardize the well-being 
of our youth.
■ Implement a strategic alternative by 
unifying salaries across ministries and 
institutions for similar specializations.
■ Promotion should be based on merit, 
ensuring that only those who excel, in-
novate, and demonstrate competence 
are advanced. 

“In conclusion, we pray for the suc-
cess of Prime Minister Sheikh Muham-
mad Al-Sabah in steering the reform 
path and restoring Kuwait to its rightful 
trajectory.  

“Kuwait transcends individual inter-
ests, and with the collective cooperation 
of loyal patriots, we are optimistic about 
overcoming these challenges. 

“May God protect Kuwait from the 
schemes of plotters and deceitful ma-
nipulators. May this country, along with 
all other Muslim nations, remain safe 
and secure. Praise be to God, the Lord 
of the Worlds.” 

❑     ❑     ❑

“They set up gallows at Safat Square. 
Many types of drugs have entered the 
country, the latest of which is a drug that 
made a Bangladeshi writhe on the street 
in front of passersby in Farwaniya. He 
died after taking ‘Flakka’. Whoever 
takes this drug loses control of himself 
within seconds. This is preceded by 
bouts of aggression, hostility, delirium, 
hallucinations and violent behavior. 
Since some drugs are manufactured in 
Kuwait, it is also possible that the drug, 
‘Fentanyl,’ also exists in the country,” 
columnist Ahmad Al-Dawaas wrote 
for Al-Seyassah daily.

“This drug is 100 times stronger than 
morphine according to a report by the 
American magazine  -- Newsweek -- 
dated Sept 12, 2018. It is stated that in 
2022, the American authorities confis-
cated quantities of such drug, enough 
to kill the entire population of America. 
Most of the ‘Fentanyl’ available in the 
American market are manufactured in 
Mexico using chemicals from China.

“If the two drugs -- Flakka and Fen-
tanyl -- have such a severe and deadly 
effect, what would they do to our youths 
and their future? The Bangladeshi men-
tioned above was writhing on the street, 
and the day might come when we see 
our youths writhing in pain and the loss 
of their future.

“The topic is long, but we can sum-
marize it by presenting examples … A 
young man killed his father after tak-
ing drugs, a woman killed her son due 
to addiction, juice mixed with drugs is 
being sold for KD5, Kuwaiti girls are 
drug addicts at the age of 13, candies for 
children contain drugs, drugs infiltrated 
the schools, an Asian delivers drugs, 
and the terrifying statistics: the number 
of drug users in Kuwait increased from 
70,000 to more than 145,000 in Novem-
ber 2022.

“At the meeting of specialists and ad-
vocates, they sounded the alarm and said: 
‘Drugs in homes and schools are slaugh-
tering our children. Around 7,000 of more 
than 8,000 prisoners are serving time for 
involvement in drug-related cases. If they 
are not in your home, they are in your 
neighbor. Kuwait is targeted by drugs.  We 
must not let anyone play with it.  For our 
security, legislation must be issued to im-
pose the death penalty on drug traffickers.’

“It is a disaster that has begun to 
disturb the Kuwaiti society, while the 
merchants’ poisons are eating away at 
the heart of society, until they reached 
schools and homes, and are widespread 
among young men and women. These 
children or youths are supposed to be 
the men and women of the future as they 
could assume government positions.

“Doctors and educators suggested 
solutions to this serious problem. They 
identified the  causes as follows: exces-
sive pampering, family disintegration, 
bad friends, and lack of entertainment, 
which leads to abuse and violence.

“I believe that the treatment lies in 
strengthening the student’s conscience, 
so that he knows what is wrong and 
what is right, as well as avoid memo-
rizing the lesson without understanding 
it.”

  — Compiled by PFX Fernandes 

A DIGEST OF PUBLIC OPINION

diwaniya

Tareq Bouresli

Major events in Kuwait for 2023

Humanitarian aid:
Jan 2: Kuwaiti Najat charitable society provides 2,666 

wells for 15 country in need with a value surpassing USD 
five million over the past year.

Jan 8: Najat charitable society, in 2022, built 358 mosques 
in various countries including Niger Chad and the Philippines.

Jan 11: Najat charitable society announced that number of 
people benefiting from its projects whether inside or outside 
of Kuwait reached 5.5 million for the year 2022, and added 
that its tuition fees program has benefited more than 50,000 
student in the country since 1993.

Jan 16: Around 13,700 orphans in 16 countries have been 
sponsored by Najat charitable society in the year 2022.

Jan 17: Al-Salam society for humanitarian and charitable 
works announced that number of relief trucks it has been 
sending to Syrian and Yemeni refugees reached 190 trucks.

Jan 18: Al-Tamayuz society announced distributing win-
ter necessities and school supplies to 18,000 people in north-
ern Lebanon.

Jan 19: Najat charitable society announced giving out aid 
to 700 families in need and 750 orphaned child in Jordanian 
camps.

Jan 24: The Kuwait-based International Islamic Charity 
Organization inked a USD 500,000 deal with high com-
missioner of refugee affairs to provide 
protection and humanitarian aid to Ro-
hingya refugees in Bangladesh.

Jan 26: Rahma international charita-
ble society opened a school benefiting 
500 students from displaced families in 
southern Yemen.

Jan 30: Kuwait Red Crescent So-
ciety (KRCS) inaugurated medical 
projects and orphan homes in Yemen, 
while Kuwaiti Zakat house supervised 
a medical center for mother and child 
care benefiting around 25,000 people.

Jan 31: KRCS established a medical 
camp in in Yemen with the aim of operating 100 surgeries.

Feb 7: KRCS sent urgent humanitarian aid on board two 
planes as part of Kuwait’s airbridge to Turkiye following 
devastating quake.

Feb 7: Kuwait’s search and rescue team of the fire force, 
comprised of 45 officers, headed to Turkiye to contribute to 
search and rescue mission in quake-struck areas.

Feb 9: KRCS sent 80 tons of relief and urgent aid to Tur-
kiye on board military aircraft.

Feb 10: Kuwait Red Crescent Society signed international 
cooperation agreements to provide USD millions worth of 
urgent aid to the quake-hit northern Syria.

Feb 11: Kuwait by your side campaign, organized by the 
Ministry of Social Affairs, collected more than KD 20.7 mil-
lion of donations to quake-hit areas in Turkiye and Syria, 
and the International Charity Authority announced that Ku-
waiti donations to these areas surpassed USD 860,000.

Feb 13: KRCS inked cooperation deal with International 
Red Cross Committee of USD one million to aid Syrians af-
fected by the devastating earthquake.

Feb 15: Kuwait Red Crescent Society announced giving 
out USD two million to support efforts providing aid to hu-
manitarian situation in Syria.

Feb 16: Daraj Zakat committee, supported by Kuwaiti Za-
kat House, announced completing tuition fee project helping 
770 students in Gaza strip.

March 2: Kuwait Relief Society inaugurated urgent wa-
ter treatment project servicing more than 300,000 thousand 
people in Yemen.

March 6: Kuwait Zakat house announced allocating USD 
two million for Kuwait’s medical center for prosthetic limps 
in Istanbul.

April 4: Direct Aid launched a project to help over 100 
villages in 25 African countries.

April 4: Kuwait Red Crescent Society (KRCS) announced 
distribution of 2,000 food baskets for Palestinian refugees 
in Lebanon.

May 2: KRCS announced launching donation campaign 
for the Sudanese people.

May 4: Kuwait began operation of humanitarian corridor 
for Sudan, sending tens of tons of medical supplies and aid 
for the Sudanese people.

June 15: KRCS signed an agreement with the Arab Fund for 
Economic and Social Development to renovate and equip ma-
ternity section at the Islamic Maqased Society hospital in Beirut.

June 19: Kuwait pledged USD six million at an interna-
tional donor conference for Sudan, held in Geneva.

July 18: the United Nations High Commissioner for Refu-
gees and the Kuwaiti Abdullah Al-Nouri Charitable Society 
signed a cooperation agreement to support Syrian refugees 
in Lebanon.

July 21: The Kuwaiti humanitarian team (Shifa) per-
formed 14 urgent surgeries for those injured by the earth-
quake that struck Turkey and Syria.

Aug 29: Kuwaiti Al-Najat (Charity) Society concluded 
campaign providing support to about 2,160 Yemeni families.

Sept 4: Kuwaiti Embassy in Cairo announced urgent hu-
manitarian aid shipment estimated at approximately 190 
tons of food supplies and medical supplies, directed to Su-
danese people.

Sept 6: Kuwait Red Crescent Society and the King Salman 
Humanitarian Aid and Relief Center signed a cooperation 
agreement to support the Sudanese people.

Sept 8: Direct Aid Society concluded its surgical camp in 
Ethiopia in cooperation with the Kuwaiti Al-Amal Surgical 
Team, which included 8 different specialties and carried out 
500 surgical operations.

To be continued

File photo: A car rams into a truck carrying new vehicles.

185,000 cases handled
by paramedics in 2023

8,757 road accidents dealt with

By Marwa Al-Bahrawi
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 9: Direc-
tor of the Medical Emergency 
Department at the Ministry of 
Health Dr. Ahmad Al-Shatti 
revealed that the department 
dealt with a total of 185,000 
cases in the year 2023, of which 
128,000 were transferred to 
hospitals.

In a press statement, Dr. Al-Shatti ex-
plained that the department dealt with 
8,757 road accidents, 808 air ambulance 
cases, and 94 medical evacuation cases 
in the past year. The number of cases 
transported by air ambulance increased 
by 100 percent from 404 to 808 in the 
year 2023. There was also an increase 
in support for gatherings and public 
activities by 20 percent from 4,418 in 
2022 to 6,662 in 2023.

Mock exercises that were conducted in-
creased by 30 percent in the past year to 
reach 72 in total. The average access time to 
the reporting site reached ten minutes.

The total number of ambulances in the 
department reached 286, following the in-
troduction and receipt of 79 new cars during 
the past few weeks.

Dr. Al-Shatti announced the launch of the 
paperless system in the Operations Unit at 
the beginning of the new year, and the ex-
pansion of the system for receiving reports 
and directing ambulances, in accordance 
with the Ministry of Health’s plan for digital 
governance.

Regarding the most important future proj-
ects in the department, Dr. Al-Shatti said 
he is looking forward to a qualitative leap 
that will save time and effort on the level of 
service for employees and contribute to ex-
pansion and patient service through training 
and application of the paperless reporting 
system, and better use of the medical guid-
ance system.

It will also focus on activating non-urgent 
reports through the “Sahel” app and adopt-
ing communication between ambulances 
and emergency departments in hospitals.

Meanwhile, Head of the department’s Op-
erations Unit Abdullah Al-Nafees reviewed 
the department’s most important achieve-
ments during the year, including preparing 
technical specifications for a tender for the 
maintenance and repair of ambulances, and 
coordinating with ambulance crews with the 
cooperation of regional leaders to provide 
appropriate numbers at peak times, espe-
cially the morning period, in addition to par-
ticipating and coordinating with the relevant 
departments regarding exercises and other 
activities.

He stressed that the workforce in the de-

partment amounts to 247 employees, includ-
ing 160 employees in the Urgent Operations 
Division, 77 in the Non-Urgent Operations 
Division, nine secretarial employees, and 
one employee in the Follow-up Division.

Al-Nafees revealed the receiving of pub-
lic complaints through the Sahel app, coor-
dinating with the helicopters and the official 
authorities to participate in the exercises, 
and activating the electronic communica-
tions system from the beginning of this Jan-
uary, in addition to adding the Supply and 
Support Division to the Operations Unit.

Fraud accusations

Trader acquitted
By Jaber Al-Humoud

Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff
KUWAIT CITY, Jan 9: The Misdemeanor 
Circuit of the High Court acquitted a busi-
nessman who was accused of real estate 
fraud by defrauding a Kuwaiti citizen over 
real estate projects 
in the British capital, 
London.

The defendant was 
referred to trial for 
deceiving the victim 
with the intention of 
causing him to make 
a mistake in order 
to force him to hand 
over the money in 
his possession using 
fraudulent methods 
by selling him a piece of land. This en-
abled him to seize those amounts based 
on that illusion.

The defense counsel representing the de-
fendant, lawyer Abdul Mohsen Al-Qattan, 
said the elements of the crime of fraud and 
civil conflict were absent. He also highlight-
ed the laxity and delay in reporting, adding 
that the documents lacked evidence with 
which the incident could be attributed to the 
accused.

Al-Qattan said, “It is known in jurispru-
dence that the basis of the crime of fraud, in 
order to have its financial element, requires 
the existence of fraudulent means taken by 
the accused that affected the victim and led 
him to carry out the illusion of a false project 
or profit that does not exist, resulting in the 
seizure of his money. 

The legislator has specified the manifesta-
tions of fraud in matters of which some of 
them include impersonating a false identity, 
seeking the help of someone else to support 
his false allegations, submitting false papers 
to seize money, or other deceptive means 
taken by the perpetrator to deceive the vic-
tim, provided that they are so serious as to 
deceive him.”

Al-Qattan

Companies blacklisted

KPA wins KD22m damages
KUWAIT CITY, Jan 9: The Kuwait Ports Authority (KPA) 
announced that the judiciary has issued verdicts requiring 
companies to compensate the authority to the tune of more 
than 22 million dinars, while placing the violating compa-
nies on the blacklist from registering and operating at the 
Shuwaikh and Shuaiba ports, reports Al-Seyassah daily.

The authority said in a statement that this step “came as a re-
sult of its serious follow-up on the necessity of confronting all 
forms of infringement on public funds and preventing any illegal 
practices by any violating company, with emphasis and ensuring 

the provision of an attractive environment 
for investment and improving maritime 
logistics services in Kuwait.”

The authority stressed the importance 
of taking the necessary legal measures to 
ensure that the state’s capabilities are not 
violated, removing the violating parties 
through proper lawsuits, and providing 
the Fatwa and Legislation Department 
with all the evidence and documents nec-
essary to fi le these lawsuits.

The KPA said it is proud of Ku-
wait’s judiciary for obligating one of 
the companies to pay 20 million dinars 

in compensation to the institution based on a fi nal verdict 
issued by Court of Cassation.

The authority explained that this ruling came as a result 
of the company’s exploitation of an area of 270,000 square 
meters in the tenth storage area in Doha Port from the expiry 
date of the license granted to it in July 2014, and the orga-
nization was compensated for the lost profi ts and losses it 
incurred.

It indicated that the ruling obligated two companies to pay 
an amount of 2.7 million dinars to the authority based on a 
fi nal ruling that has the force of a res judicata issued by the 
Court of Cassation, for the value of their registration fees as 
a container handling contractor in Shuaiba Port individually 
from July 2002 until December 2015.

The authority also explained that supporting the fi-
nal ruling The ruling issued by the Court of Cassation 
is not subject to appeal in any way, upholding the Cor-
poration’s decision not to register these companies as a 
general cargo handling contractor in Shuwaikh Port and 
as a container handling contractor in Shuaiba Port for the 
years 2017 and 2018.

Dr. Al-Sayer

Sheikh Yousef
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Minister ratifies Council’s
decisions amid objections

Both sides agree on large number of matters

‘Need to adhere to legal period to answer questions’

Council member asks about truck assembly sites
By Inass Awadh

Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 9: The Mu-
nicipal Council Member Dr. Hassan 
Kamal asked the executive branch of 
Kuwait Municipality regarding the 
allocation of truck assembly sites in 
the country.

In the preamble to the question 
letter, he highlighted his observa-
tion of trucks and heavy equipment 
stopping randomly on the sides of 
main and secondary roads and pub-
lic squares in private residential, 
investment, craftsman and other ar-
eas, which is considered a violation 
of road occupancy in addition to its 

negative effects such as visual, envi-
ronmental, traffi c and security.

Dr. Kamal explained that the Mu-
nicipal Council had previously issued 
two decisions to organize the assem-
bly of trucks in designated and li-
censed locations. They stipulated the 
allocation of sites for the assembly 
of trucks to be distributed among the 
Capital, Jahra, Ahmadi, and Farwani-
ya governorates. The fi rst Municipal 
Council decision in this regard was 
issued on July 25, 2005, and the sec-
ond was issued on June 25, 2007.

He asked about the authorities re-
sponsible for the land allocated for 
truck assembly in the country based 
on the executive branch’s study at 

the time of the two decisions. He 
also asked why the sites allocated 
in the two aforementioned decisions 
were not licensed and exploited.

Dr. Kamal said, “After more than 
16 years of allocation and non-li-
censing, have these allocated sites 
been withdrawn? Does the executive 
body currently have new requests to 
allocate locations for the parking of 
trucks and other similar vehicles? If 
the answer is yes, please mention the 
entities, locations, and areas required 
for each site”.

He concluded by emphasizing the 
necessity to adhere to the legal pe-
riod to answer the questions of the 
Municipal Council members.

Farwaniya Hospital to receive cardiac catheterization cases
By Marwa Al-Bahrawi

Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 9: Director of 
Farwaniya Hospital Dr. Ali Al-Mu-
tairi announced the start of receiv-
ing cardiac catheterization cases at 
the hospital in the coming few days, 
stressing that it is the fi rst step of its 
kind, as it had previously transferred 
all cardiac catheterization cases to 
other hospitals such as Chest Diseas-
es Hospital and Jaber Hospital.

In a press statement issued yester-
day, Al-Mutairi affi rmed that many 
precise medical specialties will be 
developed at Farwaniya Hospital 
soon, including spine specialization 
in the orthopedic department, fertil-

ity and sterilization in the obstetrics 
and gynecology department, and 
cardiac catheterization, in addition 
to the establishment of a clinic for 
fertility diseases and artifi cial insem-
ination attached to laboratories and 
devices, to become the third clinic 
specializing in fertility diseases in 
the country in Kuwait after the clin-
ics of Jahra Hospital and Sabah Hos-
pital.

He revealed the complete transi-
tion of the Nuclear Medicine De-
partment with all its therapeutic and 
diagnostic services to positron emis-
sion, which is one of the latest diag-
nostic technologies in the hospital, 
indicating the start of the fi fth and 

fi nal operational phase of transfer-
ring clinics from the old Farwaniya 
Hospital to the new one.

Dr. Al-Mutairi appreciated the 
efforts exerted by the Ministry of 
Health to improve the health servic-
es provided in line with the develop-
ment plan and the New Kuwait 2035 
vision.

He also praised the new medical 
projects in Jaber, Jahra, Adan and 
Farwaniya hospitals, stressing that 
this aims to raise the level of health 
services provided by increasing the 
bed capacity and adding precise 
medical specialties to enhance the 
services of the health system in the 
country.

Empowering Kuwait’s minors – PAMA and
PAHW enhance ties for welfare initiatives

By Abdul Nasser Al-Aslami
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 9: The Public 
Authority for Minors Affairs yesterday 
discussed with the Public Authority 
for Housing Welfare (PAHW) various 
ways to enhance cooperation between 
them for the benefit of minors and 
those covered by the authority’s care 
from various categories.

In a press statement issued yester-
day, the Director of the Public Author-
ity for Minors Affairs Eng. Hamad 
Al-Barjas said, “The authority is keen 
to strengthen the institutional partner-
ship and relationship, unify visions 
and work concepts, and integrate with 
PAHW, relevant government agen-
cies, and the public and private sectors 
for providing services.”

He also stressed the keenness of 
both parties to facilitate procedures 
and expedite the provision of services.

Al-Barjas explained that they agreed 
on a large number of matters that will 
be in the interest of the minors and 
their families covered by the author-
ity’s care. At the forefront of them is 
the need to form a joint working team 
from the authority, PAHW, the Kuwait 

Credit Bank, and the relevant authori-
ties to discuss the proposals that were 
put forward during the meeting, study 
them from various aspects, and take 
appropriate decisions regarding them, 
taking into account the governing con-
trols.”

Meanwhile, the Acting Director 
General of PAHW Eng. Rashid Al-En-
ezi affirmed PAHW’s keenness to co-
ordinate and cooperate fruitfully with 
the Public Authority for Minors’ Af-
fairs in all matters, and agree on them 
with a clear understanding and full co-
operation, in recognition of PAHW’s 
awareness of the nature of the impor-
tant role that the authority plays to-
wards one of the most important and 
vital segments in the community.

Coordinates 
He explained that PAHW coordi-

nates continuously with the authority 
on many matters related to those cov-
ered by the authority’s sponsorship. 
Among them are the allocation of plots 
to families under its care, mechanisms 
for dealing with minors and families 
of those detained in residential care, 
cases of disbursing rent allowance, ex-
change procedures for plots, govern-

ment houses and apartments, and other 
matters.

Meanwhile, informed sources re-
vealed that PAHW completed 22,363 
transactions in the month of Decem-
ber, including 240 new housing appli-
cations, and conducted 1,207 alloca-
tion transactions.

According to statistics issued by 
PAHW, the Citizen Service Depart-
ment conducted 330 transactions last 
month and distributed 264 documen-
tation transactions and 66 collection 
transactions. It opened 90 new files 
related to rented houses, carried out 
200 rental allowance transactions and 
issued 160 “for whom it may concern” 
certificates. The telephone customer 
service also received 1,659 enquiries.

The Statistical Section of the Fol-
low-up Department also looked into 
103 petitions that were submitted to 
the PAHW’s Applications and Alloca-
tion Sector, and the Distribution and 
Documentation Sector.

It is worth highlighting that the to-
tal number of transactions submitted 
through the website was 14, and the 
total number of services completed 
through the Sahel application was 
18,030.

10th and 11th meetings held in December ’23

By Inass Awadh
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 9: 
The Minister of State for 
Municipal Affairs and the 
Minister of State for Com-
munication Affairs Fahd 
Al-Shoula ratified many of 
the decisions taken by the 
Municipal Council during 
its 10th and 11th meetings 
of the second session held 
on December 11 and De-
cember 25, 2023 respec-
tively.

He objected to a number of de-
cisions, namely approving the re-
newal of the Municipal Council’s 
decision taken on 21/07/2021 re-
garding the addition to plot no. 17 
of the cadastral plan M/39557 in 
Qibla Block 15 for further study, 
the Municipal Council’s approval 
of the request submitted by the 
residents of Adailiya residential 
area for curbing the commercial 
exploitation of the Kuwait Foot-
ball Association site in the area, 
and finding investment alternatives 
outside the residential areas for 
further study.

Al-Shoula also objected to the 
first article in the draft ministerial 
decision regarding the regulations 
concerning the cultivation of state-
owned yards adjacent to private and 
model residential homes.

He justified his objection by high-
lighting the cancellation of the ban 
on carrying out cosmetic plantings in 
squares across the streets, according 
to what was stated by the executive 
body.

He also objected to Clause 11 of 
Article 4 of the regulations, which 
excludes the prohibition of fencing 
the licensed area mentioned in clause 
Ten in support of people with special 
needs after presenting it to the Ag-
riculture Committee. His objection 
was based on the fact that there is no 
study from the executive branch in 
what is considered as a violation of 
the provisions of Article 22 of Law 
No. 33/2016 concerning the Kuwait 
Municipality.

He objected to the Municipal 
Council’s approval of the proposal 
submitted by member Munira Al-
Amir regarding adopting a mecha-
nism to resolve disputes between 
citizens and contracting and con-
struction companies through the 
formation of a dispute resolution 
committee and its working mecha-
nism. This is based on the item re-
lated to the parties to the dispute 
submitting (optionally) to the mu-

nicipality to complete the papers 
and explain the dispute, as the mu-
nicipality introduces this service 
through its means to persuade the 
parties dealing with it to cooper-
ate, in addition to the item related 
to the parties to the dispute signing 
a document.

The minister’s objection to the 
above mentioned was due to the lack 
of an integrated study by the execu-
tive branch, which is considered a 
violation of the provisions of Article 
22 of Law No. 33/2016 regarding the 
Kuwait Municipality, as the issue is 
still under study by the committee 
formed by ministerial Resolution 
No. 164/2023.

Al-Shoula also objected to the 
Municipal Council’s approval of 
the proposal submitted by mem-
ber Munira Al-Amir regarding the 

complete replacement of the cur-
rent street vendors system. This is 
because it violates the provisions 
of Article 48 of Law No. 33/2016 
regarding the Kuwait Municipality, 
which includes transferring the ju-
risdiction of licensing, supervision, 
and monitoring of street vendors to 
the Ministry of Commerce and In-
dustry.

In addition, he expressed objec-
tion to the Municipal Council’s ap-
proval of a real estate company’s re-
quest related to purchasing an area of 
151.8 square meters of state-owned 
land and adding it to the adjacent 
block (Block 4) located in Qibla 
Block 1, which has an area of 366 
square meters, making the total plot 
area 517.8 square meters. The minis-
ter’s objection was based on the need 
for further study.

Bank holds Weekly Draw

ABK names Asmaa AlHuraibi as
winner of Alfouz KD10,000 prize
KUWAIT CITY, Jan 9: Al Ahli 
Bank of Kuwait (ABK) announced 
Asmaa Mohammad AlHuraibi as the 
KD10,000 Alfouz weekly draw win-
ner on Monday, 8 January 2024, held 
under the supervision of the Ministry 
of Commerce and Industry.

Since its launch, the Alfouz ac-
count continues to offer an impres-
sive weekly draw of KD10,000. 
The Bank has recently expanded 
its offering by adding a new allur-
ing monthly draw of KD20,000, and 
an exceptional quarterly draw of 
KD100,000. 

The account also retains its 
hallmark mega annual draw of a 
KD5,000 monthly salary for ten 

years. Furthermore, the Bank now 
offers customers an increased op-
portunity to win for every KD10 as 
opposed to KD100 previously. 

ABK encourages everyone to 
open an Alfouz draw account and/or 
increase their balances to have more 
chances in winning in the upcoming 
weekly draw winner announcement, 
which will take place on Monday, 15 
January 2024. The higher the depos-
its, the higher the chances to win.

For more information about ABK, 
please follow the Bank’s Instagram 
account @abk_kuwait, visit eahli.
com, contact Ahlan Ahli 1 899 899 
or visit one of the Bank’s branches 
across Kuwait.

HH the Amir receives congratulations from 
Argentina president on power assumption
KUWAIT CITY, Jan 9, (KUNA): 
His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah received a letter from 
President of Argentina Javier 
Milei on Tuesday, congratulating 
His Highness on the assumption 

of power.
President Milei also under-

lined enhancing bilateral ties 
between the two countries, 
wishing His Highness the Amir 
the best of luck in his new posi-
tion.

On his part, His Highness 
Sheikh Mishal sent a letter to 
President Milei, thanking him 
for his kind words and wishing 
him a long healthy life and more 
prosperity and development for 
Argentina.

Congratulations

ABK’s Alfouz logo

Gaza toll
Continued from Page 1

Israeli leaders have rejected that 
idea but haven’t put forward a concrete 
plan beyond an open-ended military 
control over the territory.

At the same time, Blinken is trying 
to prevent an all-out war between Is-
rael and Lebanon’s Hezbollah. After 
a presumed Israeli strike last week hit 
Beirut, killing Hamas’s deputy leader, 
the two sides have stepped up their 
exchanges. On Tuesday, Hezbollah 
said its exploding drones targeted the 
Israeli army northern command in the 
town of Safed - deeper into Israel than 
previous fire by the group. The Israeli 
military said a drone fell at a base in 
the north without causing damage, 
suggesting it had been intercepted. It 
did not identify the base.

“There is lots to talk about, in partic-
ular about the way forward,” Blinken 
said after meeting Israeli President 
Isaac Herzog.

The United States has pressed Israel 
to scale down its offensive in Gaza to 
more precise operations targeting Ha-
mas. But the pace of death and destruc-
tion has remained largely the same, 
with several hundred Palestinians 
killed a day, according to health offi-
cials in Gaza. Israel has vowed to keep 
going until it has destroyed Hamas 
throughout the territory, in response 
to the Oct. 7 attack during which mili-

tants killed some 1,200 people, mainly 
civilians, in southern Israel and kid-
napped around 250 others.

Still, after three months of fighting, 
Hamas continues to put up a fierce 
fight.

The Israeli military says it has dis-
mantled Hamas infrastructure in north-
ern Gaza, where large swaths of the 
cityscape have been demolished. But 
fighting continues there against what 
Israel says are pockets of militants. 
The offensive’s focus has shifted to the 
southern city of Khan Younis, where 
ground troops have been fighting mili-
tants for weeks, and a number of urban 
refugee camps in central Gaza.

“The fighting will continue through-
out 2024,” military spokesman Daniel 
Hagari said.

Since the war began, Israel’s assault 
in Gaza has killed more than 23,210 
Palestinians, about two-thirds of them 
women and children, and more than 
58,000 have been wounded, according 
to the Health Ministry in Hamas-run 
Gaza. The death toll does not distin-
guish between combatants and civil-
ians. Nearly 85% of Gaza’s population 
of 2.3 million have been driven from 
their homes by the fighting, and a quar-
ter of its residents face starvation, with 
only a trickle of food, water, medicine 
and other supplies entering through an 
Israeli siege.

Throughout the night and into Tues-
day morning, warplanes struck multi-
ple areas in and around Khan Younis. 
Israeli artillery shelling and gunfire 
echoed through the Nuseirat refugee 
camp in central Gaza, where troops 
have been pushing in from the north, 
said one resident, Saeed Moustafa. 
They were facing heavy resistance 
from gunmen in the camp, he said.

Like other refugee camps in Gaza, 
Nuseirat was built to house Palestin-
ians driven out of homes during the 
1948 war surrounding Israel’s crea-
tion, and over the decades it has been 
built up into a densely populated town 
housing refugees and their descend-
ants.

Families in Nuseirat’s northern neigh-
borhoods were fleeing to other parts of 
the camp, Moustafa said by phone, with 
the sound of sporadic gunfire in the 
background. Some tried to head south 
on the Gaza’s main north-south road 
but found it blocked by Israeli tanks and 
turned around, he said. In leaflets, the 
military had told people evacuating to 
use another road, along the coast.

The U.N. humanitarian office, 
known as OCHA, warned that the 
fighting was severely hampering aid 
deliveries. Several warehouses, dis-
tribution centers, health facilities and 
shelters have been affected by the mili-
tary’s evacuation orders, it said. Some 
bakeries in the central city of Deir al-
Balah have been forced to shut down. 
A U.N. warehouse was hit last week, 
killing a staffer, and five other staffers 
were detained by the military, with two 
still held.

The situation is even more dire in 
northern Gaza, which Israeli forces cut 
off from the rest of the territory in late 
October. Tens of thousands of people 
who remain there face shortages of 
food and water.

The World Health Organization has 
been unable to deliver supplies to the 
north for two weeks. OCHA said the 
military rejected five attempted aid 
convoys to the north over that period, 
including planned deliveries of medi-
cal supplies and fuel for water and 
sanitation facilities.

As Blinken arrived in Israel, ex-
changes between Israel and Hezbollah 
continued their spiral since last week’s 
killing of Hamas deputy leader Saleh 
Arouri in Beirut.

Hezbollah said its drone strike on 
the base in northern Israel on Tuesday 
was further retaliation for the killing of 
Arouri and of a senior Hezbollah com-
mander in an Israeli bombing Monday.

Tuesday morning, an Israeli drone 
hit a car in southern Lebanon, killing 
three people inside, security officials 
in the area and the state news agency 
said. There was no immediate word on 
the identities of the three.

Israel has repeatedly warned that 
time is running out before it launches a 
campaign to end militants’ fire across 
the border.

U.S. officials have said they expect 
Blinken’s discussions with Netanyahu, 
the War Cabinet and other officials to 
be some of the most difficult on his 
current Mideast tour, his fourth since 
the war began,

Parliament speaker
Continued from Page 1

None of these powers may relinquish 
all or part of its competence specified in 
this Constitution.”

In a bid to address the issue, Al-Mud-
haf said he previously submitted a bill 
on amending the National Assembly 
Law to clearly stipulate that a parlia-
mentary session is legal even if it is held 
in the absence of the government.

In another development, MP Saud 
Al-Asfour commented on the current 
road conditions; asserting that the situ-
ation now is worse than during the lib-
eration of Kuwait seven months after 
the Iraqi occupation.  He pointed out 
that at the time, there was massive chaos 
and damages caused by heavy military 
trucks. He argued that dealing with the 
current conditions of the roads as if they 
need just the usual maintenance is not 
enough, because the situation neces-
sitates immediate comprehensive re-
construction works. He highlighted the 
failure of successive governments to ad-
dress the issue, although it is under the 
jurisdiction of the executive authority.

He then unveiled his plan to submit a 
bill on issuing a temporary legislation on 
road reconstruction to allow internation-
al, Gulf and domestic contractors to bid 
according to the rules and regulations; 
away from complicated and bureaucratic 
procedures. He added three factors must 
be considered in the roads reconstruction 
project -- speedy execution, high quality 
and public funds protection. 

On the other hand, 39 MPs issued a 
statement urging the government, rep-
resented by the Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs, to take the necessary steps to join 
South Africa in filing a case against Is-
rael for committing war crimes targeting 
civilians in Gaza. 

The statement started with the citation 
of the Hadith of Prophet Mohammad — 
Peace Be Upon Him: “The believers in 
their mutual kindness, compassion and 
sympathy are just like one body. If one 
of the limbs suffers, the whole body re-
sponds with weakness and fever.” 

The MPs said the world is witness-
ing the crimes committed by the Zionist 
gang, known as the Israeli Army, against 
the people of Gaza; victimizing about 
20,000 people and displacing 1.8 mil-
lion civilians, most of whom are women 
and children.  “This is  in addition to the 
demolition of worshipping places, hos-
pitals, schools and refugees‘ shelters, 
as well as targeting journalists. Interna-
tional organizations have described the 
war against Gaza as the bloodiest and 
most horrible in modern history; yet the 
western countries continue to support 
and protect Israel in its war against un-
armed civilian people. Suing the Israeli 
leaders is one of the recommendations 
presented during the special parliamen-
tary session on supporting Palestine,” 
the statement added.

Kuwait suspends
Continued from Page 1

In a collective statement, the two en-
tities urged citizens to file complaints 
against offices that do not adhere to the 
specified payment method via KNET or 
fail to comply with the announced prices. 

The committee urges labor recruit-
ment office owners to adhere to laws, 
ministerial decisions, and circulars, em-
phasizing ongoing daily inspections to 
identify and address violations.

Emphasizing the strictest legal meas-
ures against offices violating ministerial 
decisions and the Domestic Workers 
Law, the statement aims to safeguard 
the rights of citizens. 

Citizens are encouraged to prompt-
ly contact the workforce hotline at 
(96966595) and the Ministry of Com-
merce at (135) to submit complaints in 
case offices do not adhere to the prices 
outlined in Ministerial Resolution No. 
(2) of 2024, issued on January 7, 2024. 

The resolution, announced by the 
Minister of Commerce and Industry and 
the Minister of the State Department for 
Youth Affairs, Muhammad Al-Aiban, 
establishes the cost of recruiting domes-
tic workers, inclusive of the travel ticket, 
based on collaborative efforts with the 
Public Authority for Manpower and 
in response to recommendations from 
Sheikh Talal Khaled Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah, the First Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of Interior.

‘OAPEC’s founding
Continued from Page 1

took a significant step in December 2022, 
deciding to review and develop the or-
ganization’s activities and objectives, 
aligning with industry advancements, 
energy production technology, and envi-
ronmental legislation, aiming for a more 
substantial and effective role with a mod-
ern and comprehensive vision.

Expressing gratitude, Al-Loughani 
acknowledged the support from mem-
ber states that empowered OAPEC to 
fulfill its mission, particularly thanking 
Kuwait for hosting the organization’s 
permanent headquarters for over five 
decades, underlining the nation’s unwa-
vering commitment to OAPEC’s future 
as a comprehensive Arab entity focused 
on all energy sources.

Commemorating its 56th anniver-
sary, OAPEC was established on Janu-
ary 9, 1968, in Beirut city through an 
agreement between Saudi Arabia, Ku-
wait, and Libya, signaling the creation 
of a specialized Arab regional organiza-
tion of international significance, with 
Kuwait city selected as its permanent 
headquarters.

OAPEC’s membership grew signifi-
cantly: in 1970, the United Arab Emir-
ates, Qatar, Bahrain, and Algeria joined; 
Syria and Iraq followed in 1972, Egypt 
in 1973, and Tunisia in 1982, later sus-
pending its membership in 1986.

Kuwait’s smart
Continued from Page 1

The daily monitored the process of 
completion of transactions by a num-
ber of citizens in the morning, as they 
received their passports, driver’s licens-
es, and civil cards from the center with 
complete ease without any problem or 
disruption.

All instructions were clearly placed 
on the devices, which the citizens fol-
lowed in order to complete their transac-
tions quickly.

Al-Seyassah noted the presence of 
a technical employee to assist visitors 
when necessary if they need any assis-
tance, or to clarify instructions for using 
the devices.

It is worth highlighting that the Min-
istry of Interior had announced the 
opening of the first smart service center 
for citizens that can provide its services 
around the clock electronically to citi-
zens on the “Sahel” application or the 
Ministry of Interior’s website. The ser-
vices include receiving the passport, 
driver’s license, and civil ID.

The ministry confirmed that there will 
be an expansion of such smart centers in 
the coming period in various areas to 
facilitate citizens’ completion of trans-
actions.
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Need to upload required documents on or before Tuesday

KU sets self-service system for employee performance evaluation in ’23
KUWAIT CITY, Jan 9: The Secre-
tariat General of Kuwait University 
has required the submission of va-
cations, permissions and fi ngerprint 
attendance proof through the self-
service system for the evaluation 
of the performance of university 
employees including the support 
academic staff for the year 2023 
(from Jan 1 to Dec 31, 2023, reports 
Al-Anba daily.

The Secretariat specifi ed Tuesday 
as the deadline for the employees to 

submit the required documents to 
the Human Resources Department.

Meanwhile, sources said all the 
direct superiors and heads of work 
centers must ensure that their sub-
ordinates upload the required docu-
ments on or before Tuesday. They 
confi rmed that the application to 
evaluate the employees and support 
academic staff will be open through 
the Oracle system of the Human Re-
sources Department starting from 
Jan 11.

Sources stressed the need to 
evaluate the performance of em-
ployees under the following cat-
egories: general, comprehensive 
bonus and lump sum salary, in 
addition to the support academic 
staff, by the direct manager and 
those who are next in charge in 
accordance with the approved 
organizational structure. Sources 
said the factors for measuring the 
extent of commitment to official 
working hours is based on the de-

cision of the Civil Service Com-
mission, indicating the evaluation 
must be completed by Feb 6.

Sources added that it is nec-
essary to inform the employees 
about the evaluation result; clari-
fying that in case of discrepancy 
in the assessment of the direct 
manager and whoever is next in 
charge, the issued will be present-
ed to the relevant committees for 
consideration and approval of the 
final evaluation.

Financial savings of KD 152m bolster
MEW amid electricity crisis concerns

CSC agrees to set flexible working hours for ministry employees

By Mohammed Ghanem
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 9: According to in-
formed sources in the Ministry of Electricity, 
Water and Renewable Energy, the ministry 
achieved financial savings estimated at KD 
152 million from the last budget. This invali-
dates the ministry’s argument that the lack of 
financial funds is one of the main reasons for 
the disruption of electricity and water pro-
duction projects at a time when the ministry 
is facing serious challenges that portend an 
electricity crisis in the coming summer. It had 
forced the ministry to allocate KD 30 million 
on demand to purchase energy from the elec-
trical connection network and obtain the ap-
proval of the Fatwa and Legislation Depart-
ment to purchase energy from companies.

The sources indicated that the ministry was sup-
posed to benefit from these financial savings that it 
achieved in the budgets year after year, adding that the 
percentage of savings was 13.8 percent compared to 
the total budget, which amounted to KD 3.237 billion 
during the aforementioned fiscal year of 2022/2023.

Production
Meanwhile, the sources explained that the ministry has 

many electricity production projects until 2029, and these 
projects are supposed to lead to the production of about 
13,780 megawatts if they are implemented according to the 
plans set without delay.

These projects include two within the Subiya station’s 
fourth phase that can produce 900 megawatts and are sched-
uled to be launched on a trial basis in 2025 and 2027 respec-
tively.

One of the largest projects implemented by the ministry is 
the Nuwaiseeb station project (fi rst phase), which is sched-
uled to produce 3,600 megawatts in the years 2028 and 2029.

The ministry has a project to enhance production at the 
Subiya station by adding 250 megawatts, and it is scheduled 
to be operated on a trial basis in 2026.

There is also another project for the production of 2,700 
megawatts from the North Zour station (the second and third 
phases), which are scheduled to be operated on an experi-
mental basis in 2027 and 2028.

One of the public-private partnership projects is the Khai-
ran Project (fi rst phase), which is scheduled to produce 1,800 
megawatts in the year 2028 in two parts - 1,200 MW and 600 
MW. Also, the Shagaya project’s second phase is scheduled 
to produce 1,100 megawatts in 2026, and the third phase is 
scheduled to produce 200 megawatts in 2028. The fourth 
phase is scheduled to produce 1,500 megawatts in 2026, and 
the fi fth phase is scheduled to produce 1,700 megawatts in 
2028.

The sources added that the latest project is a project of 
photovoltaic panels on water tanks, which is scheduled to 
produce 30 megawatts in 2026.

They affi rmed that these projects would cover the coun-
try’s needs during the next stage according to expected con-
sumption rates.

In another development, the Civil Service Commission 
has agreed to set fl exible working hours for employees of 
the Ministry of Electricity, Water and Renewable Energy by 
granting them a fl exible hour from 7:00 am to 8:00 am with 
a grace period of 30 minutes.

Ahmadi has highest number of contracts

MoJ registers real estate deals
worth KD195 mln in Dec 2023
KUWAIT CITY, Jan 9: In December 2023, 
the total value of real estate contracts regis-
tered with the Kuwaiti Ministry of Justice 
reached approximately 195.71 million di-
nars, reports Al-Seyassah daily. 

According to statistics from the Real Estate 
Registration and Documentation Department, 
a total of 301 contracts were executed across 
six governorates during the month.

The breakdown of contract trading in 
December comprised about 215 private con-
tracts, amounting to 97.13 million dinars, 75 
investment contracts totaling 85.79 million 
dinars, and 6 commercial contracts worth 
6.24 million dinars. 

Additionally, there was a coastal strip 
contract valued at 2.20 million dinars, three 
contracts in the craftsman sector worth 2.25 
million dinars, and another contract in ware-
houses amounting to 2.10 million dinars.

Among the governorates, Al-Ahmadi had 
the highest number of deals, with approxi-
mately 95 contracts. These were distributed 
between 77 private properties, 16 investment 
properties, and two commercial properties. 

Hawalli followed with 75 deals, includ-
ing 40 private properties and 35 investment 
properties. Regarding agency transactions, 
six agency contracts for private real estate, 
valued at 3.80 million dinars, were executed 
last month. 

In the week ending December 21, a 
contract for agency services in private 
real estate, worth 3.35 million Kuwaiti 
dinars, was recorded. 

Another contract for agency services in 
private real estate, valued at 450 thousand 
Kuwaiti dinars, and an investment property 
contract worth 1.07 million dinars, were 
registered in the week ending December 14, 
2023. No agency contracts were implement-
ed in the remaining weeks.

Major events in Kuwait during 2023

June 24: Kuwait University announced 
registration of high school students wish-
ing to study medicine in Koc university in 
Turkey.

June 29: Kuwait University announced it 
had made advances on six indicators of the 
QS World University Rankings of 2023.

July 2: Ministry of Education launched 
first stage of central acceptance portal part 
of developing infrastructure and bettering 
electronic services.

July 4: Kuwait Institute for Scientific Re-
search collaborated with a factory to switch 
up plastic bags in favor of biodegradable 
bags.

July 5: PAAET announced five new sci-
entific majors for the year 2023-24. July 25: 
KISR announced attaining patent for desali-
nation technology.

July 27: Kuwait University announced 
equating IELTS results with English place-
ment test results for applicants.

Aug 17: Education Ministry announced 
18 new schools in Farwaniya and Ahmadi 
educational areas for the year 2023-24.

Aug 31: Kuwait University announced 
that the medical humanitarian campaign 
organized by the Student Association at the 
College of Dentistry in Nepal contributed to 
providing medical services and assistance to 
more than 900 cases.

Aug 31: Kuwaiti Ministry of Education 
announced its contract with 531 male and 
female teachers from the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip in Palestine.

Sept 4: The Kuwaiti school debate team 
won first place in the sixth international 
school debate championship in Qatari capi-
tal of Doha in the Arabic language for the 
first time.

Sept 10: Kuwait University announced 
the opening of Sabah Al-Salem University 
City Ambulance Center to provide the nec-
essary medical services to its students and 
members.

Sept 10: The Public Authority for Ap-
plied Education and Training signed an aca-
demic, training and scientific cooperation 
agreement with the Ministry of Interior.

Sept 11: Kuwait Institute for Scientific 
Research (KISR) announced the Institute’s 
achievements during (2022-23), as it reg-
istered four new patents and 237 research 
projects.

Sept 11: Kuwait Foundation for the Ad-
vancement of Sciences announced winners 
of the Jaber Al-Ahmad Award for young 
researchers in its 33rd session, Dr. Moham-
mad Jamal, Dr. Dhari AlHuwail, Dr. Yousef 
Al-Asiri, and Dr. Abdullah Al-Shibli.

Sept 12: Ministry of Education issued a 
decision changing the official working hours 
for all schools.

Sept 25: Abdullah Al-Salem University 
received its first batch of its new students in 
various academic programs.

Oct 2: Kuwait University Medical school 
attained academic accreditation from TEP-
DAD, an international association for evalu-
ation and accreditation of medical education 
programs.

Oct 2: Sabah Al-Ahmad Center for Gift-
edness and Creativity honored 11 Kuwaiti 
innovators who attained international pat-
ents.

Oct 12: KISR accomplished first phase of 
maritime reserve.

Oct 17: Kuwaiti Khaled Al-Rashed 
launched the first legal platform powered by 
AI technology.

Oct 18: Ministry of Higher Education 
signed with Kuwait Airways to send out 
scholarships for commercial flights li-
censes.

Oct 19: Minister of education Dr. Adel 
Al-Mane condoled with Palestinian teacher 
Majdouline Abu Ouda on martyrdom of her 
family during Israeli occupation aggression 
on Gaza.

Oct 23: Kuwait University in cooperation 
with Bait Al-Sadu organize activities in soli-
darity with Palestinian people.

Nov 9: KNPC, Abdullah Al-Salem uni-
versity inked MoU to bolster cooperation 
and exchange of expertise.

Nov 13: Education Minister halted schol-
arships for medical specialties temporarily 
to both Egypt and Jordan.

Nov 25: Kuwait Foundation for Advance-
ment of Sciences launched first Arabic ver-
sion of the British encyclopedia for children.

Nov 27: Ministry of education opened 
first night school for intermediate and sec-
ondary schools for reformation center resi-
dents.

Nov 28: Students Sarah Hassan and 
Yousef Kankouni were awarded the gold 
and silver medals respectively for their 
participation at the mathematics and logic 
competitions at the Alesco headquarters in 
Tunis.

Dec 6: Kuwait University announced at-
taining patent for nano liquids innovation in 
cooperation with KISR.

Tourism
Jan 1: Yom Al-Bahar cultural village be-

gan receiving visitors after a period of clo-
sure due to maintenance and development 
works.

Feb 20: Minister of Social Affairs and 
Societal Development and State Minister 
for Women and Childhood Affairs, Mai Al-
Baghli, inaugurated “Mekshat” project, the 
first of its kind entertainment project on the 
shores of Sulaibekhat.

Feb 20: An airshow of about 2,000 drones 
took place in Kuwait, celebrating the nation-
al holidays.

Feb 24: Kuwait kites’ team opened the 
first gulf festival with 60 large kites in Sab-
biya area.

To be continued

HRC okays two proposals
in private oil sector work
KUWAIT CITY, Jan 9: During its recent 
meeting, the Human Resources Committee 
has finalized two proposals for laws related 
to work in the private oil business sector. 
The committee achieved consensus with 
representatives from the oil sector, its sub-
sidiaries, and the Union of Workers in the 
Private Oil Sector, reports Al-Anba daily.

MP Fares Al-Otaibi, the head of the com-
mittee, announced the unanimous approval 
of the proposed law, congratulating the 
workers in the private oil sector for the ac-
complishment.

Al-Otaibi emphasized that the approved 
law aims to secure the rights of Kuwaiti 
workers in the private oil sector and enhance 
job security. He expressed his gratitude to 
the government, the Oil Sector Board of 
Directors, and the head of the Private Oil 
Sector Syndicate for their cooperation in ap-
proving the law.

Draft budget submitted to MoF

MoE seeks KD 2.7 bln budget 
approval for ’24/’25 fiscal year
KUWAIT CITY, Jan 9: The Ministry of Education has 
requested its fi nance counterpart to approve a budget 
amounting to KD2.7 billion for fi scal 2024/2025, re-
ports Al-Anba daily quoting sources. 

Sources informed the daily that the Financial Sector 
in the Ministry of Education prepared the draft budget, 
which was submitted to the Ministry of Finance for 
approval.

They disclosed the draft budget includes salaries 
and bonuses, which exceeded KD2 billion due to the 
increase in the number of employees in the educational 
and administrative sectors, coinciding with the open-
ing of new schools and the plan to open more schools 
later due to the urban expansion and establishment of 
residential like Mutlaa, West Abdullah Mubarak and 
others.

They added the number of employees in the Min-
istry of Education reached around 143,000 including 
teachers and administrators, pointing out that the sala-
ries item consumes approximately 90 percent of the 
budget.

In another development, the grade 12 students in 
the scientifi c, literary and religious education sections 
continued their exams for the fi rst academic period on 
Monday when they took the Arabic Language test, 
while Tuesday is a rest day and the exams will resume 
on Wednesday.

Acting Undersecretary of the Ministry of Education 
Anwar Al-Hamdan continued her fi eld tours, accom-
panied by acting Assistant Undersecretary for Public 
Education Hessa Al-Mutawa and acting Assistant Un-
dersecretary for Special Education Dr Salman Al-Lafi  
to personally look into the progress of work in the ex-
amination committees in religious education institutes.

Al-Mutawa said there are four religious institutes 
for the secondary stage and the number of students is 
reached 794. “We visited Abdul Rahman Al-Sumait 
Religious Secondary Institute for boys and Cordoba 
Religious Institute for girls. We are keen on imple-
menting the regulations to ensure the quality of educa-
tion and the progress of the educational process,” she 
stressed.
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Attal named as France’s youngest-ever PM

Macron shakes up government
PARIS, Jan 9, (AP): Gabriel At-
tal was named Tuesday as France’s 
youngest-ever prime minister, as 
President Emmanuel Macron seeks 
a fresh start for the rest of his term 
amid growing political pressure from 
the far right. 

Macron’s offi ce announced the ap-
pointment in a statement. Attal, 34, 
rose to prominence as the govern-
ment spokesman and education min-
ister. He is France’s fi rst openly gay 
prime minister.

His predecessor Elisabeth Borne 
resigned Monday following recent 
political turmoil over an immigra-
tion law that strengthens the govern-
ment’s ability to deport foreigners.

Macron - who was France’s 
youngest-ever president when he 
came to power in 2017 -- is to work 
with Attal to name a new government 
in the coming days, though some key 
ministers are expected to continue in 
their posts.

The 46-year-old president has 
shifted rightward on security and mi-
gration issues since rising to power 
on a pro-business centrist platform 
in 2017, notably as far-right rival 
Marine Le Pen and her anti-immigra-
tion, anti-Islam National Rally have 
gained political infl uence.

Attal, a former member of the So-
cialist Party, joined Macron’s newly 
created political movement in 2016 
and was government spokesperson 
from 2020 to 2022, a job that made him 
well-known to the French public. He 
was then named budget minister before 
being appointed in July as education 
minister, one of the most prestigious 
positions in the French government.

Attal quickly announced a ban on 
long robes in classrooms which took 
effect with the new school year in 
September, saying the garments worn 

mainly by Muslims were testing sec-
ularism in the schools.

He also launched a plan to experi-
ment with uniforms in some public 
schools, as part of efforts to move the 
focus away from clothes and reduce 
school bullying.

Attal recently detailed on national 
television TF1 how he suffered bul-
lying at middle school, including 
homophobic harassment. 

French opinion polls show he was 
the most popular minister in Borne’s 
government.

French Prime Minister Elisabeth 
Borne resigned Monday following 
recent political turmoil over immi-
gration, paving the way for President 

Emmanuel Macron to seek fresh mo-
mentum by appointing a new govern-
ment in coming days. 

The shakeup was widely seen as 
an attempt by the 46-year-old centrist 
Macron to head off a looming lame-
duck status. Macron’s term is to end 
in 2027, and he won’t be able to run 
for president for a consecutive third 
term in line with the French Consti-
tution. 

In her resignation letter, Borne 
suggested she resigned at Macron’s 
request, citing the president’s “will” 
to “appoint a new prime minister.” 

Borne’s resignation followed the 
passage late last month of conten-
tious immigration legislation backed 
by Macron aimed at strengthening the 
government’s ability to deport some 
foreigners, among other measures.

Centrist alliance
Macron’s centrist alliance was able 

to pass the measure only after making 
a deal with the conservative Repub-
licans party, which many observers 
saw as the government’s shift to the 
right. The tough negotiations and 
heated parliament debate raised ques-
tions over the ability of Borne’s gov-
ernment to pass future major bills. 

Political observers also suggested 
that Macron, a staunch supporter of 
European integration, wants his new 
government to get ready for June’s 
European Union elections.

Borne, 62, had been appointed in 
May 2022 after Macron’s reelection 
for a second term. She was France’s 
second female prime minister.

The following month, Macron’s 
centrists lost their majority in parlia-
ment, forcing the government into 
political maneuvering and using spe-
cial constitutional powers to be able 
to pass laws.

France

America

Europe

Biden condemns white supremacy
Courting Black voters he needs 
to win reelection, President Joe 
Biden on Monday denounced the 
“poison” of white supremacy in 
America, declaring at the site of 
a deadly racist church shooting in 
South Carolina that such ideology 
has no place in America, “not to-
day, tomorrow or ever.” 

Biden spoke from the pulpit of 
Mother Emanuel AME Church, 
where in 2015 nine Black parish-

ioners were shot to death by the 
white stranger they had invited to 
join their Bible study. The Demo-
cratic president’s speech followed 
his blunt remarks last Friday on 
the eve of the anniversary of the 
Jan. 6, 2021, riot at the U.S. Capi-
tol, in which he excoriated former 
President Donald Trump for “glo-
rifying” rather than condemning 
political violence. 

At Mother Emanuel, Biden said 

“the word of God was pierced by 
bullets of hate, of rage, propelled 
not just by gunpowder, but by a 
poison, a poison that has for too 
long haunted this nation.”

That’s “white supremacy,” he 
said, the view by some whites that 
they are superior to other races. “It 
is a poison, throughout our histo-
ry, that’s ripped this nation apart. 
This has no place in America. Not 
today, tomorrow or ever.” (AP)

US President Joe Biden reaches out to touch the casket of former U.S. Rep. Eddie Bernice Johnson during 
a prayer service at Concord Church on Monday, Jan. 8, 2024, in Dallas. Johnson, a trailblazing North Texas 

Democrat who served 15 terms in Congress, died on Dec. 31. (AP)

Outgoing French Prime Minister 
Elisabeth Borne, left, welcomes 
Gabriel Attal before the hando-
ver ceremony, Tuesday, Jan. 9, 
2024 in Paris. Gabriel Attal was 
named as France’s youngest-
ever prime minister, as Presi-
dent Emmanuel Macron seeks a 
fresh start for the rest of his term 
amid growing political pressure 

from the far right. (AP)

WH to review Austin’s disclosure

Trump will return to federal court
WASHINGTON, Jan 9, (AP): Donald 
Trump is set to return for the fi rst time 
in months to the federal courthouse in 
Washington as an appeals court hears ar-
guments Tuesday on whether the former 
president is immune from prosecution on 
charges that he plotted to overturn the re-
sults of the 2020 election.

The outcome of the arguments carries 
enormous ramifi cations both for the land-
mark criminal case against Trump and for 
the broader, and legally untested, question 
of whether an ex-president can be pros-
ecuted for acts committed in the White 
House. It will also likely set the stage for 
further appeals before the U.S. Supreme 
Court, which last month declined a re-
quest to weigh but could still get involved 
later.

A swift decision is crucial for special 
counsel Jack Smith and his team, who are 
eager to get the case - now paused pending 
the appeal - to trial before the November 
election. But Trump’s lawyers, in addi-
tion to seeking to get the case dismissed, 
are hoping to benefi t from a protracted 
appeals process that could delay the trial 
well past its scheduled March 4 start date, 
including until potentially after the elec-
tion.

Underscoring the importance to both 
sides, Trump, the 2024 Republican presi-
dential primary front-runner, intends to 
attend Tuesday’s arguments even though 
the Iowa caucuses are just one week 
away and despite the fact that there’s no 
requirement that defendants appear in 
person for such proceedings. It will be 
his fi rst court appearance in Washington, 
one of four cities where he faces criminal 
prosecutions and potential trials, since his 
arraignment in August.

Meanwhile, the White House said 
Monday that the administration will re-
view what rules or procedures weren’t 
followed when Defense Secretary Lloyd 
Austin did not disclose his hospitalization 
for days to President Joe Biden and top 
offi cials at the Pentagon and the National 
Security Council. 

“We’ll do what’s akin to a hot wash 
and try to see if processes and procedures 
need to be changed at all or modifi ed so 
that we can learn from this,” John Kirby, 
the National Security Council spokes-
man, said Monday when asked whether 
Biden wanted a review of what hap-
pened. 

Austin was hospitalized on Jan. 1, 
which the Pentagon did not disclose to 
the public until Friday. Biden and Jake 
Sullivan, the president’s national security 
adviser, were not aware of Austin’s condi-
tion until Thursday. 

Also:
FRANKFORT, Ky: Democratic Gov. Andy 
Beshear, who defeated Donald Trump-
backed rivals twice in Republican-leaning 
Kentucky, announced the formation of 
a federal political action committee on 
Monday to support candidates across the 
country as he seeks to broaden his infl u-
ence beyond the Bluegrass State.

Beshear launched a PAC called In This 
Together with a focus on helping elect 
more Democrats in swing states and Re-
publican strongholds. 

The move comes barely two months 
since Beshear secured a second term with 
a convincing victory over GOP challenger 
and then-state Attorney General Daniel 
Cameron in one of the nation’s most 
closely watched elections of 2023.

Nikolai Kharitonov, a lawmaker of the 
Russian Communist Party, the sec-
ond largest party in the lower house 
of Parliament, the State Duma, shows 
his candidate ID while speaking to 
journalists at Russia’s Central Elec-
tion Committee in Moscow, Russia, on 
Tuesday, Jan. 9, 2024. Russia’s na-
tional elections commission on Tues-
day registered the Communist Party’s 
candidate Nikolai Kharitonov to  com-
pete with President Vladimir Putin in 
the March election that Putin is all but 

certain to win. (AP)

Outcry in Italy: Opposition politicians 
in Italy on Monday demanded that the 
government, headed by far-right Pre-
mier Giorgia Meloni, explain how hun-
dreds of demonstrators were able to give 
a banned fascist salute at a Rome rally 
without any police intervention.

The rally Sunday night in a working-
class neighborhood commemorated the 
slaying in 1978 of two members of a 
neo-fascist youth group in an attack later 
claimed by extreme-left militants. (AP)

❑     ❑     ❑

Exiled critic wanted: Russia’s Minis-
try of Internal Affairs put exiled Russian 
tycoon and opposition leader Mikhail 
Khodorkovsky on its wanted list Tues-
day, accusing him of spreading false in-
formation about the Russian army, Rus-
sian state news agency Tass said. The 
charge carries a sentence of up to fi ve 
years in prison, Tass said.

A criminal case was opened against 
Khodorkovsky in September regarding 
comments he made online about pay-
ments for Russian soldiers killed in the 
war in Ukraine, Tass said. (AP)

Meloni Khodorkovsky
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Taiwan

‘Aspiring for peace’

Presidential hopeful Lai
willing to talk with China
TAIPEI, Taiwan, Jan 9, (AP): Taiwan’s leading presi-
dential candidate William Lai said Tuesday he hopes 
for a reopening of dialogue with China following al-
most eight years of Beijing’s near-complete refusal to 
communicate with leaders of the self-governing island 
it considers its own territory.

But Lai told reporters he would continue the current 
administration’s policy of maintaining democratic 
Taiwan’s de-facto independence in the face of Chi-

nese Communist Party threats 
to annex it by political, mili-
tary or economic means. China 
demands that Taiwan’s leader-
ship concede its claim of own-
ership over the island before 
reopening contacts.

“While aspiring for peace, 
we harbor no illusions,” Lai 
said at a news conference 
ahead of Saturday’s polls for 
the presidency and legislature. 
“We will build up Taiwan’s 
defense deterrence, strengthen 

Taiwan’s capabilities in economic security, enhance 
partnerships with democracies around the world and 
maintain stable and principled leadership on cross 
(Taiwan) Strait relations.”

“Our door will always be open to engagement with 
Beijing under the principles of equality and dignity. 
We are ready and willing to engage to show more for 
the people on both sides of the Taiwan Strait. Peace is 
priceless and war has no winners,” Lai said.

Lai, currently Taiwan’s vice president, is broadly 
seen as the front-runner in the election to succeed 
President Tsai Ing-wen, who is barred by law from 
running for a third term. Most polls show him well 
ahead of the main opposition Nationalist Party, or 
KMT, candidate Hou You-yi, who favors eventual 
unifi cation with China under its own terms, and the 
alternative Taiwan People’s Party’s Ko Wen-je, who 
has also pressed for renewed dialogue with China and 
the avoidance of confrontation with Beijing.

Sentiments
Voters will also choose a new legislature, where 

the DPP will seek to hold on to its majority, largely 
based on its handling of the economy, public welfare 
and employment opportunities for young people. Sky-
rocketing housing prices, a declining birth rate and a 
yawning gap between the super wealthy and working 
class are also playing into voter sentiments.

Meanwhile, Taiwan’s defense ministry issued an 
alert Tuesday saying China has launched a satellite 
and urging caution days before the island’s elections. 

Taiwan holds presidential and parliamentary elec-
tions Saturday that China has described as a choice 
between war and peace.

In English, the presidential alert sent to residents’ 
mobile phones cautioned there was a missile flyo-
ver.

The alerts went off in the middle of an international 
news conference by Taiwanese Foreign Minister Jo-
seph Wu. He clarifi ed it was a satellite launch, told 
journalists not to worry, and proceeded with the news 
conference.

China views Taiwan, which is about 160 kilometers 
(100 miles) off China’s east coast, as a renegade prov-
ince that must come under its control.

Earlier, at least three people were hospitalized af-
ter mistakenly eating colorful pods of liquid laundry 
detergent that were distributed as a campaign freebie 
in Taiwan’s presidential race, according to Taiwanese 
media reports.

One of the victims said she thought the pods were 
candy, the Central News Agency reported. 

The pods came in partially clear packaging with 
photos of Nationalist Party candidate Hou Yu-ih and 
his running mate. Writing on the bag says “Vote for 
No. 3,” the place on the ballot for the Nationalist ticket 
in the three-way race, and that each pod can wash up 
to eight kilograms (18 pounds) of clothes.

Lai

People walk through debris of buildings on the Asaichi-dori shopping street in Wajima in the Noto peninsula, facing the Sea of Japan, northwest of Tokyo on Jan. 5, 2024, following a deadly earthquake on New Year’s Day. 
Inset: Firefi ghters conduct a search operation in Suzu, Ishikawa prefecture, Japan, Tuesday, Jan. 9, 2024. Thousands of people made homeless by a powerful earthquake on the western coast of japan were coping with weari-

ness and uncertainty a week after the temblor. (AP)

Reforms launched after Haneda Airport tragedy

Japan faces stress and exhaustion
WAJIMA, Japan, Jan 9, (AP): Thou-
sands of people made homeless by a 
powerful earthquake on the western 
coast of Japan were coping with weari-
ness and uncertainty a week after the 
temblor left at least 180 dead and doz-
ens missing.

The rescue effort since the magni-
tude 7.6 New Year’s Day quake has 
drawn thousands of troops, fi refi ghters 
and police, who picked through col-
lapsed buildings hoping to fi nd survi-
vors.

Authorities warned of the danger 
of landslides, exacerbated by a heavy 
snowfall, around the quake’s epicenter 
on the Noto Peninsula in Ishikawa 
prefecture. The landscape blanketed in 
fl uffy white, covering burned and crum-
bled houses, ashen blocks of a city, 
highways with gaping holes and cracks. 

As of Tuesday, the deaths included 
81 people in Wajima, 71 in Suzu, 18 
in Anamizu and the rest were spread 
among four other towns. At least 120 
people were still unaccounted for, de-
clining from a jump Monday to some 
300 as rescuers pore over a list of the 
region’s population. Another 565 peo-
ple were injured, and 1,414 homes 
were destroyed or seriously damaged.

A tsunami of several meters (feet) 
followed the initial major quake, add-
ing to the damage. Aftershocks have 
continued daily. 

Japanese meteorological offi cials warned 
strong quakes could persist for another 
month. Their frequency, while gradually di-
minishing, remained high compared to past 
quakes, totaling more than 1,000. 

For the residents, recovery work has 
barely started. Shuji Yoshiura, a fi sher-
man, said his boats were damaged and 
he could not go out on the sea. 

Before the quake, Wajima was a 
tourist town with a shopping street of-
fering seafood and traditional crafts. 
Much of it was destroyed in the fi res 
that broke out after the Jan. 1 disaster.

Kentaro Mitsumori, who runs a cor-

ner grocery shop, slept in his car with 
his wife to guard against looting. Their 
store still stands but has no lock, elec-
tricity or running water. Everything 
sold out in three days. But he plans to 
close his business. 

“Even if I manage to fi x up the 
place, there just aren’t going to be 
enough customers. I don’t know how 
Wajima can survive,” he said.

Nearly 30,000 people staying in 
schools, auditoriums and other evacu-
ation centers worried about infections 
as cases of COVID-19 and other ill-
nesses popped up.

In the shelters, people were still 
sleeping on cold fl oors. After initial 
help of a piece of bread and a cup of 
water for each person a day, more aid 
is allowing some facilities to begin 
serving hot food cooked in huge pots.

People were delighted by the tem-
porary bathing facilities set up by sol-
diers, sitting in the hot water they had 
missed for days. 

Survivors
Still, exhaustion and stress are wear-

ing them down. Many are in mourning. 
The main quake struck on New Year’s 
Day, a time for families to gather in Ja-
pan. Some survivors said they were all 
alone because they lost their loved ones. 

Mizue Kaba, 79, was lucky she sur-
vived, as did her daughter, son-in-law 
and grandson, who were visiting on New 
Year’s from Osaka in central Japan. 

Kaba is sleeping at a school, and no 
one is sure what might happen when 
schools open in a week after the New 
Year’s break. 

Three stoves were not enough to 
heat the school’s big hall, and more 
heaters arrived. 

Also:
TOKYO: Japan’s transportation min-
istry said Tuesday it has introduced 
improved emergency measures for the 
country’s airports, a week after a fa-

tal collision between a Japan Airlines 
jetliner and a coast guard plane at To-
kyo’s busy Haneda airport that is seen 
as a result of human error.

The measures - including more vis-
ible stop line markings on taxiways 
leading to runways and use of clearer 
language in traffi c control communica-
tion - are to be implemented right away 
at Haneda while they are slated to go 
into effect at other airports across the 
country in the coming weeks. 

The Jan. 2 collision occurred when 
JAL Flight 516 carrying 379 passen-
gers and crew landed right behind the 
coast guard aircraft preparing to take 
off on the same seaside runway, en-
gulfi ng both aircraft in fl ames. 

All occupants of the JAL’s Airbus 
A350-900 airliner safely evacuated in 
18 minutes. The captain of the coast 
guard’s much smaller Bombardier 
Dash-8 escaped with burns but his fi ve 
crew members died.

The probe into the collision has fo-
cused on what caused the coast guard 
fl ight crew to believe they had a go-
ahead for their take off. A partial re-
lease of the air traffi c control transcript 
showed no clear takeoff approval was 
given to the coast guard plane. 

According to the text, the Tokyo air 
control gave the JAL plane permission 
to land on the 34R runway, noting that 
there is a departing plane, with the JAL 
pilot repeating the instruction. In the 
transcript, the traffi c control tells the 
coast guard plane that it was given a 
“No. 1” priority for takeoff, an expres-
sion some experts say might have led 
the Bombardier crew to mistakenly be-
lieve they got a permission to proceed 
to the runway. 

According to a report Tuesday in 
the Asahi newspaper, the coast guard 
plane may have started communica-
tion with the traffi c control only after 
the JAL plane got its landing permis-
sion and may not have been aware of 
the airliner’s arrival. 

Japan

A Bhutanese woman carrying her 
child on her back shows the voting 
mark on her index fi nger after casting 
her vote in the national elections in 
Deothang, Bhutan, Tuesday, Jan. 9, 
2024. The landlocked country in the 
eastern Himalayan mountain range 
is electing a new Parliament, with the 
parties in contest promising to fi x the 

nation’s economic crisis. (AP)

Hasina Miller

‘Hasina’s rule were not credible’: 
The United States and the United Kingdom 
said the elections that extended Bangladesh 
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina’s rule were 
not credible, free and fair. 

Both countries, which have trade and 
development ties with Bangladesh, also 
condemned political violence that preceded 
Sunday’s election in which Hasina’s party 
won more than two-thirds of the parliamen-
tary seats while turnout was low and the 
main opposition party boycotted. 

“The United States remains concerned 
by the arrests of thousands of political op-
position members and by reports of irregu-
larities on elections day. The United States 
shares the view with other observers that 
these elections were not free or fair and we 
regret that not all parties participated,” State 
Department spokesperson Mathew Miller 
said from Washington.

He urged Bangladesh’s government to 
credibly investigate reports of violence and 
hold those responsible accountable.

The U.K. said the democratic standards 
were not met consistently in the lead-up to 
the election.

“Democratic elections depend on cred-
ible, open, and fair competition. Respect for 
human rights, rule of law and due process 
are essential elements of the democratic 
process. These standards were not consist-
ently met during the election period. We 
are concerned at the signifi cant number of 
arrests of opposition party members before 
polling day,” the UK’s Foreign, Common-
wealth and Development Offi ce said in the 
statement. (AP)

❑     ❑     ❑

Pakistani offi cer dies: An offi cer who 
was critically wounded in a roadside bomb-
ing that targeted police assigned to protect 
polio vaccination workers in northwestern 
Pakistan died in a hospital on Tuesday, rais-
ing the death toll from the attack, claimed 
by the Pakistani Taliban, to seven.

Police said in a statement that at least 
three offi cers remained in critical condition 

Subcontinent

A health worker administers a polio vaccine to a child at a neighbourhood of 
Karachi, Pakistan, Monday, Jan. 8, 2024. (AP)

after Monday’s bombing in the district of 
Mamund, a former stronghold of the Paki-
stani Taliban in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa prov-
ince bordering Afghanistan.

The Pakistani Taliban promptly claimed 

responsibility for the attack. However, a 
competing claim late on Monday by the 
Islamic State group accused the Pakistani 
Taliban of falsely taking responsibility for 
the bombing. In the past, the two militant 

groups - which are both active in the region 
- have issued competing claims.  (AP)

❑     ❑     ❑

Politicians lifetime ban scrapped: 
Pakistan’s Supreme Court on Monday 
scrapped a lifetime ban on politicians with 
convictions from contesting elections, 
paving the way for former Prime Minister 
Nawaz Sharif to run for the fourth time.

The court ruling will also enable other 
politicians to run for parliament in the Feb. 
8 elections. 

The lifetime ban on convicted politicians 
was imposed in 2018. Under a new court 
order passed on Monday, convicted politi-
cians would be barred from running only for 
fi ve years. 

Sharif’s party said he will seek a fourth 
term after returning in October from a four-
year self-exile in London to avoid serving 
prison sentences on corruption charges. 
They were overturned on appeal after his 
return.

Sharif stepped down as prime minister in 
2017 over the corruption charges. His main 
rival, Imran Khan, is currently serving a 
prison term, but he too has announced plans 
to run next month. Khan was ousted in a no-
confi dence vote in April 2022, but he remains 
a leading fi gure and his Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf party has a large following. (AP)



USD drops Kuwait oil up JetBlue to have fi rst woman CEO to lead US carrier

The exchange rate of the US dollar on 
Tuesday dropped by 0.05 percent to KD 
0.307, while the Euro rose by 0.11 percent 
to KD 0.336, compared to Monday’s rates.

The Central Bank of Kuwait (CBK) said 
in its daily bulletin that the sterling pound 
rose by 0.29 percent to KD 0.391, the 
Swiss franc rose by 0.44 percent to KD 
0.362 and the Japanese Yen rose by 0.51 
to KD 0.002.

Currency exchange rates declared by 
the CBK refl ect average rates and not ac-
tual trades. (KUNA)

The price of Kuwaiti oil went up 
by 15 cents to USD 79.95 per 
barrel on Monday as opposed 
to USD 79.80 pb last Friday, 
said the Kuwait Petroleum Cor-
poration (KPC) on Tuesday.

The prices of the Brent 
crude and the West Texas 
Intermediate both fell by USD 
2.64 and USD 3.04 respec-
tively, settling each at USD 
76.12 pb and USD 70.77 pb. 
(KUNA)

JetBlue said Monday that CEO Robin 
Hayes will step down next month and be 
replaced by the airline’s president, Joan-
na Geraghty, who will be the fi rst woman 
to lead a major U.S. carrier.

Geraghty, 51, joined JetBlue in 2005 
and has taken on an increasingly promi-
nent role at the New York-based airline 
in recent years, including becoming presi-
dent and chief operating offi cer in 2018.

Geraghty said she was honored to get 
the new job, and said she was looking for-
ward “as we execute on our strategic initia-

tives, return to profi table growth, and gen-
erate sustainable value” for shareholders.

Hayes, 57, said he will retire for health 
reasons.

“The extraordinary challenges and 
pressure of this job have taken their toll, 
and on the advice of my doctor and after 
talking to my wife, it’s time I put more fo-
cus on my health and well-being,” Hayes 
said in a statement.

The change at the top will occur on 
Feb. 12. It comes as JetBlue waits for a 
federal judge in Boston to decide wheth-

er it can purchase Spirit Airlines for $3.8 
billion in a bid to grow quickly into a chal-
lenger to the biggest U.S. airlines. The 
Justice Department sued to block the 
deal, and a trial was held last fall.

Hayes, 57, is a former British Airways 
executive who joined JetBlue in 2008 and 
became CEO in 2015. He pushed the air-
line to start transatlantic fl ights and create 
a partnership in the Northeast with Ameri-
can Airlines. The deal with American was 
disbanded, however, after the Justice De-
partment successfully sued to kill it. (AP)

Market Movements         09-01-2024

Business   Change Closing pts
UAE - DFM +0.69 4,117.72
JAPAN - Nikkei +1.16 33,763.18
PHILIPPINES - PSEi +0.14 6,618.52
EGYPT - EGX 30 +0.97 25,589.99

   Change Closing pts
PAKISTAN - KSE 100 -0.26 64,060.80
SAUDI - Tadawul -0.44 12,197.61

Initiative aimed at unmasking shell company owners

Yellen says 100,000 fi rms have joined a business database
VIENNA, Va., Jan 9, (AP): Treasury 
Secretary Janet Yellen announced 
that 100,000 businesses have joined 
a new database that collects “benefi -
cial ownership” information on fi rms 
as part of a new government effort to 
unmask shell company owners. 

Yellen said in remarks Monday 
that the new Treasury database that 
is collecting benefi cial ownership in-
formation sends the message that “the 
United States is not a haven for dirty 
money.”

Yellen visited Treasury’s Finan-
cial Crimes Enforcement Network 
- known as FinCEN- in Vienna, 
Virginia to discuss the launch of the 
database with the new year. She also 
spoke about upcoming real estate 
rules meant to increase transparency 
about the people and companies buy-
ing up property in the U.S. 

The Virginia visit is meant to 
showcase the Biden administration’s 
intent to increase corporate transpar-
ency and prevent the misuse of shell 
companies. 

“Around the world, lack of 
transparency, specifically due to 
opaque corporate structures, makes 
it easier to conceal illicit activity,” 
Yellen said during her visit to Fin-
CEN headquarters. “Information on 
beneficial ownership will support 
our law enforcement colleagues in 
making arrests, prosecuting offend-
ers, and seizing ill-gotten assets.”

In 2021, the bipartisan Corporate 
Transparency Act was signed into 
law, giving Treasury the authority to 
write new rules on benefi cial owner-
ship. And as of Jan. 1, most U.S. fi rms 
must report identifying information 
about who directly or indirectly owns 
or controls them. 

The rule requires most American 
businesses with fewer than 20 employ-
ees - roughly 32.6 million companies 
- to register with the government. 

In November 2022, the National 
Small Business Association sued 
Treasury over the database and ar-
gued that the new reporting rule vio-
lates the U.S. Constitution, saying it 
is unduly burdensome on small fi rms, 
violates privacy and free speech pro-
tections and infringes on states’ pow-
ers to govern businesses.

A judge is expected to decide on 
the matter imminently. 

Along with the business database, 

Yellen said Treasury is considering 
additional steps to address risks as-
sociated with commercial real estate.

Real estate is a commonly used 
vehicle for money laundering. Yellen 
said in March 2023 that illicit actors 
laundered at least $2.3 billion through 
U.S. real estate between 2015 and 
2020.

A 2022 Congressional Research 
Service report suggested that Con-
gress could consider how to balance 
money-laundering risks in the real es-
tate sector against differing views on 
oversight.

“The benefi ts of increasing corpo-
rate transparency through gathering 
benefi cial ownership information 
-put simply, knowing who owns what 
- start with protecting our national 
security,” Yellen said. “Corporate 
transparency can bring economic ben-
efi ts as well: protecting our fi nancial 
system, reducing due diligence costs, 
enabling fair business competition, 
and increasing tax revenue.”

FinCEN’s mission is to safeguard 
the fi nancial system from criminal 
abuse, money laundering and other il-
licit activity, according to its website.

Salaries & subsidies constitute
80 pct of Kuwait’s expenditure

Private sector continues to attract non-Kuwaiti labor

By Mahmoud Shendi 
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 9: A 
report from the General 
Secretariat of Planning has 
revealed that Kuwait allo-
cates approximately 80% 
of its total annual expendi-
tures in the state’s general 
budget to salaries and sub-
sidies. 

The report highlighted a produc-
tivity challenge due to a weakness 
in worker productivity and empha-
sizes the ongoing reforms to modi-
fy the demographic composition in 
the country.

The private sector continues to 
attract non-Kuwaiti labor, while the 
public sector remains attractive to 
Kuwaiti workers in the medium 
term. The report warns of potential 
deficits in public spending on sala-
ries and subsidies if global oil prices 
decline in the medium and long 
term.

The development plan for Kuwait 
includes initiatives to strengthen the 
private sector, enhance citizens’ 
capabilities, and create an active 
local labor market. Cooperation 
from all segments of society is 
deemed essential to implement these 
initiatives and empower the private 
sector to play a more effective role 
in the Kuwaiti economy.

In terms of the Kuwaiti economy, 
the report notes that Kuwait has 
been spending 80% of its total 
expenditures on salaries and subsi-
dies. 

Public spending has seen fluctua-
tions in recent years, with a decline 
in 2020 due to the impact of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Despite 
efforts to rationalize expenditures, 
public spending has gradually 
increased in 2021 and 2022 with the 
economic recovery.

Unemployment rates in Kuwait, 
especially among citizens, have 
been generally low due to the state 
guaranteeing jobs, particularly in the 
public sector. The report indicates 
fluctuations in unemployment rates 
and highlights the unique context of 
Kuwait compared to developed 
countries.

Association takes proactive step

KBA’s initiative to drive sustainable fi nance
KUWAIT CITY, Jan 9: Dr. Hamad 
Al-Hasawi, Secretary General at 
Kuwait Banking Association (KBA) 
said that with growing global con-
cerns over climate change, social 
inequality, and corporate govern-
ance, Environmental, Social, and 
Governance (ESG) considerations 
have become essential for fi nancial 
institutions worldwide. Recogniz-
ing the signifi cance of sustainable 
fi nance, the Kuwait Banking Asso-
ciation (KBA) has taken a proactive 
step by establishing a new commit-
tee dedicated to promoting ESG 
practices in the country’s banking 
sector. This move showcases the 
KBA’s commitment to responsible 
and sustainable banking practices in 
Kuwait.

It is worth noting that the fi nan-
cial institutions’ adoption of ESG 
practices not only aligns with global 
standards; it also fosters trust among 
stakeholders, attracts responsible in-
vestors, and enhances a banks’ over-
all reputation. Moreover, incorporat-
ing ESG considerations into banking 
operations contributes to mitigating 
risks, fostering long-term sustain-
ability, and creating value for society 
and shareholders, and the national 
economy.

Al-Hasawi commented that recog-
nizing the signifi cant impact fi nan-
cial institutions, especially banks, 
can have on the environment and 
society, the establishment of the new 
committee was essential to ensure 
adherence to sustainability standards 
in banks’ strategies and daily opera-
tions, with the aim of positively im-
pacting society and driving sustain-
able growth in line with global best 
practices.

The committee’s core objectives 

encompass several key areas:
1. Awareness and Education: 

The committee will focus on rais-
ing awareness about ESG principles 
among member banks, bankers, and 
stakeholders. This will ensure well-
informed banking sector about sus-
tainable fi nance practices and their 
importance.

2. Framework Development: The 
committee will work towards estab-
lishing a comprehensive framework 
for ESG practices, aligned with inter-
national standards and tailored to the 
specifi c needs of Kuwait’s banking 
industry. This framework will serve 
as a guideline for banks to assess 
their current practices and integrate 
ESG considerations within their poli-
cies and strategies.

3. Reporting and Disclosure: 
Transparency is vital in promoting 
sustainable fi nance practices. The 
committee will develop guidelines 
and reporting frameworks to facili-
tate accurate and standardized ESG 
reporting among member banks. 
Such reporting will enable stakehold-
ers to evaluate banks’ ESG perfor-
mance and make informed decisions 
about their investment choices.

4. Collaboration and Partnership: 
The committee will seek to col-
laborate with relevant stakeholders, 
including regulatory bodies, think 
tanks, and industry experts, to lev-
erage their expertise and promote 
sustainable practices. This partner-
ship approach will contribute to the 
growth and development of a re-
sponsible banking culture in Kuwait, 
while fostering innovation and shar-
ing best practices.

The Road Ahead
Al-Hasawi stressed that the inte-

gration of ESG principles within the 
banking sector while fostering col-
laboration, knowledge-sharing, and 
awareness, paves the way to a more 
sustainable, inclusive, and resilient 
fi nancial system that contributes 
positively to the country’s economic 
growth.

While the journey towards sus-
tainable fi nance may pose certain 
challenges, the KBA’s proactive ap-
proach ensures that Kuwait’s bank-
ing industry remains at the forefront 
of global best practices. 

Al-Hasawi concluded that as 
global concerns around sustainabil-
ity intensify, the establishment of a 
dedicated ESG committee marks a 
pivotal step in integrating sustainable 
fi nance practices within Kuwait’s 
banking sector. Through education, 
framework development, reporting, 
and collaboration, the committee will 
drive responsible banking practices, 
benefi tting both the industry and the 
nation. The committee’s strategic 
initiatives will undoubtedly contrib-
ute to enhancing the sector’s over-
all reputation, attracting responsible 
investors, and fostering long-term 
sustainability in Kuwait’s fi nancial 
landscape.

Productivity rates have experienced 
fluctuations, indicating weaknesses. 
The report attributes this to the sig-
nificant volume of foreign remittanc-
es from non-Kuwaiti workers. 

The population structure has 

undergone changes, with a decrease 
in the percentage of foreigners and 
an increase in the percentage of citi-
zens. 

Government reforms, including 
the introduction of the biometric fin-

gerprint system and smart worker ID, 
have contributed to addressing 
demographic imbalances. The report 
underscores the importance of ongo-
ing government efforts to reform and 
enhance demographic composition.

Dr Hamad

U.S. Treasury Secretary Janet 
Yellen talks with reporters dur-
ing a visit to the Financial Crimes 
Enforcement Network (FinCEN) in 
Va., Monday, Jan. 8, 2024. Yellen 
announced that 100,000 business-
es have joined a new database that 
collects ‘benefi cial ownership’ in-
formation on fi rms as part of a new 
government effort to unmask shell 

company owners. (AP)

RIYADH, Saudi Arabia, Jan. 9, 
(PRNewswire): The Ministerial 
Roundtable, a pivotal precursor to 
the third edition of the Future Miner-
als Forum, is poised to take the spot-
light on 9 January 2024. Led by its 
Chair, H.E. Bandar Ibrahim AlKhor-
ayef, Minister of Industry and Min-
eral Resources of the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia, the Ministerial Round-
table will serve as a pivotal gathering 
for global mining and metals stake-
holders to engage in vital discussions 
and foster collaboration on responsi-
ble mineral development to meet the 
needs of the clean energy transition.

First initiated in January 2022, 
the Ministerial Roundtable was con-
ceived to launch initiatives aimed at 
enhancing cooperation and coordina-
tion in the mineral sector. These ini-
tiatives encompass critical areas such 
as establishing principles for a region-
al critical minerals framework, devel-
oping centers of excellence, defi ning 
responsible supply expectations, and 
creating green metals hubs.

All countries participating in the 
meeting have one goal - to work to 
secure the future of mineral supply 
chains for the global transition to 
clean energy, and achieve regional 
economic development in the mining 
and metals sector. The super region 
extending from Africa to Western 

and Central Asia has promising min-
ing potential and capabilities and is 
capable of meeting the expected gap 
in future demand.

Taking place in Saudi Arabia’s 
capital, Riyadh, this esteemed plat-
form will unite ministers and high-
level government representatives 
from over 77 countries, which in-
clude G20 countries such as Austral-
ia, Brazil, Canada, China, the Euro-
pean Union, France, Germany, India, 
Indonesia, Turkey, Japan, the US, 
and the United Kingdom. Signifi cant 
mining countries such as Chile, the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo, 
Egypt, Ghana Guinea Republic, Ka-
zakhstan, Mexico, Morocco, Paki-
stan, Russia, South Africa, Zambia 
and Zimbabwe, are also set to join, 
underscoring the signifi cance of this 
event for the mineral sector, particu-
larly in the Super Region spanning 
Africa, Western and Central Asia.

Besides government attendees, 
the event will also convene repre-
sentatives from 13 international or-
ganizations, 15 non-governmental 
organizations, and 7 business associ-
ations, including the United Nations 
Industrial Development Organiza-
tion (UNIDO), the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC), the World Bank, and 
the International Finance Corpora-
tion (IFC), among others.

Collaboration on sustainable minerals

Ministerial roundtable sets stage
for Future Minerals Forum 2024

New labor rules aim to offer gig workers more security
WASHINGTON, Jan 9, (AP): The 
Biden administration enacted a new 
labor rule Tuesday that aims to pre-
vent the misclassifi cation of workers 
as “independent contractors,” a step 
that could bolster both legal protec-
tions and compensation for many in 
the U.S. workforce.

The Labor Department rule, which 
the administration proposed 15 months 
ago, replaces a scrapped Trump-era 
standard that lowered the bar for clas-
sifying employees as contractors. Such 
workers neither receive federal mini-
mum wage protections nor qualify for 
employee benefi ts, such as health cov-
erage and paid sick days. 

The changes have long been 
viewed as especially bad news for 

companies like Uber and DoorDash 
- pioneers of the so-called gig econ-
omy, in which companies essentially 
rely on armies of freelance drivers, 
delivery people and others to provide 
services without traditional labor 
protections. Some gig workers say 
they prefer things this way, extolling 
the freedom to set their own hours 
and schedules. But others complain 
of exploitation by companies.

Financial markets appeared to 
shrug off leaked news of the agree-
ment on Monday. Shares of Uber 
and Lyft, which dropped 10% and 
12% respectively when the adminis-
tration unveiled the proposed rules in 
October 2022, rose 2.5% and 5.8% 
on Monday. Shares were down about 

1% before the opening bell Tuesday. 
One signifi cant change in the new 

rules, which take effect March 11, in-
volves the way the Labor Department 
- and federal judges - decide whether 
workers have been properly classifi ed 
as independent contractors. In par-
ticular, employers will be required to 
consider whether the jobs performed 
by such workers are an integral part 
of the employer’s business.

That could affect app-based com-
panies that rely almost entirely on 
freelance workers. In such cases, that 
provision could tip the scales toward 
classifying such people as regular 
employees rather than contractors.

The new rule directs employers to 
consider six criteria for determining 

whether a worker is an employee or 
a contractor, without predetermining 
whether one outweighs the other. 
The criteria also include the degree 
of control by the employer, whether 
the work requires special skills, the 
degree of permanence of the rela-
tionship between worker and em-
ployer, and the investment a worker 
makes, such as car payments.

The rule, however, does not carry 
the same weight as laws passed by 
Congress or state legislatures, nor 
does it specify whether any spe-
cifi c company or industry should 
reclassify their workers. It basically 
just offers an interpretation of who 
should qualify for protections under 
the 1938 Fair Labor Standards Act.

Some employers won’t likely be happy

‘Heightened global tensions pose risk of even weaker growth’ 

Global economy will slow for a third straight year in 2024: World Bank
WASHINGTON, Jan 9, (AP): Hob-
bled by high interest rates, persistent 
infl ation, slumping trade and a dimin-
ished China, the global economy will 
slow for a third consecutive year in 
2024.

That is the picture sketched by the 
World Bank, which forecast Tuesday 
that the world economy will expand 

just 2.4% this year. That would be 
down from 2.6% growth in 2023, 3% 
in 2022 and a galloping 6.2% in 2021, 
which refl ected the robust recovery 
from the pandemic recession of 2020.

Heightened global tensions, arising 
particularly from Israel’s war with Ha-
mas and the confl ict in Ukraine, pose 
the risk of even weaker growth. And 

World Bank offi cials express worry 
that deeply indebted poor countries 
cannot afford to make necessary in-
vestments to fi ght climate change and 
poverty.

“Near-term growth will remain 
weak, leaving many developing coun-
tries - especially the poorest - stuck in 
a trap: with paralyzing levels of debt 

and tenuous access to food for nearly 
one out of every three people,” Inder-
mit Gill, the World Bank’s chief econ-
omist, said in a statement.

In recent years, the international 
economy has proved surprisingly resil-
ient in the face of shock after shock: 
the pandemic, Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine, resurgent global infl ation 

and the burdensome interest rates that 
were imposed by central banks to try 
to bring price increases back under 
control. The World Bank now says the 
global economy grew half a percent-
age point faster in 2023 than it had 
predicted back in June and concludes 
that “the risk of a global recession has 
receded.’’

Leading the way in 2023 was the 
United States, which likely registered 
2.5% growth last year - 1.4 percentage 
points faster than the World Bank had 
expected in mid-year. The World Bank, 
a 189-country anti-poverty agency, ex-
pects U.S. growth to decelerate to 1.6% 
this year as higher interest rates weaken 
borrowing and spending.
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LAS VEGAS, Jan 9, (AP): CES 2024 
kicks off in Las Vegas this week. The 
multi-day trade event put on by the 
Consumer Technology Association 
is set to feature swaths of the latest 
advances and gadgets across personal 
tech, transportation, health care, sus-
tainability and more – with burgeon-
ing uses of artificial intelligence 
almost everywhere you look.

The Associated Press will be keep-
ing a running report of everything we 
find interesting from the floor of CES, 
from the most interesting develop-
ments in vehicle tech, to wearables 
designed to improve accessibility to 
the newest smart home gadgets.

It can be tricky to keep track of 
your furry friends in and out of the 
house - but a new pet door might 
make it a little easier.

Tech startup Pawport has unveiled 
a motorized pet door that will let your 
pet come and go as they please - while 
keeping other critters out. An ac-
companying collar tag that will open 
the door when your pet is near. But 
there’s also customizable guardrails. 

The product, which can slide 
directly onto existing pet door frames, 
can be temporarily locked for specific 
pets or set to “curfews” using the 
Pawport app or with remote-control 
through compatible virtual assistants 
like Amazon’s Alexa and Google 
Assistant. 

Pawport’s pet door and app are 
currently available for preorder and 
are set to make their ways into homes 
during the second quarter of 2024.

It’s 2024, of course your face can 
unlock your phone. And your front 
door is next.

Lockly, a tech company that special-
izes in smart locks, is showcasing a 
new lock with facial recognition tech-
nology that allows consumers to open 
doors without any keys. The new smart 
lock, dubbed “Visage,” is set to hit the 
market this summer. In addition to fa-
cial recognition, this lock will feature a 
biometric fingerprint sensor and secure 
digital keypad for alternative ways of 
entry -- similar to past Lockly products. 
Visage is also compatible with Apple 
HomeKey and Apple Home.

Have you ever wondered what it’s 
like to be a twin? Rex Wong, CEO of 
Hollo AI, says his company has cre-
ated “AI personalization technology” 
that can create your digital twin in 
mere minutes after uploading a selfie 
and voice memos in a phone app 
expected to launch later this month.

Wong said he wanted to create a 
technology that could help digital 
creators and celebrities connect with 
their fans in a new way.

Standing next to a television screen 
projecting her AI clone, Los Angeles-
based content creator McKenzi 
Brooke told AP that her digital twin 
will allow her to interact 24 hours a 
day with her followers across various 
social media platforms - and make 
money off of it.

“It’s not a 9-to-5 job. It’s a 24-hour 
job. There’s no break,” she said, 
noting that she posts more than 100 
times a day just on Snapchat, a photo-
sharing social media platform. “Now 
I have my AI twin who is able to talk 
to my audience, but it talks the way I 
would talk.”

Sony Honda Mobility returned to 
the CES this year with some updates 
to its Afeela EV. While the car itself 
may not be any closer to moving out 
from being a concept, Sony had some 
fun with it: they drove it onto the 
stage with a PlayStation controller. 

President of Sony Honda Mobility 
Izumi Kawanishi was quick to point 
out that Afeela owners likely won’t 
be driving cars using controllers in 
the future. 

Hyundai on Monday spotlighted 
its future plans for utilizing hydrogen 
energy. Beyond hydrogen-powered 
fuel cell vehicles, the South Korean 
automaker pointed to the possibili-
ties of moving further into move 
further into energy production, storage 
and transportation - as Hyundai 
works towards contributing to “the 
establishment of a hydrogen society.” 
Company leaders say this sets them 
apart from other automakers.

“We are introducing a way to turn 
organic waste and even plastic into 
clean hydrogen. This is unique,” José 
Muñoz, president and global Chief 
Operating Officer of Hyundai Motor 
Company, said in a Monday press 
conference at CES 2024.

Hyundai also shared plans to further 
define vehicles based off of their 
software offerings and new AI technol-
ogy. With so-called “software defined 
vehicles,” that could include opportuni-
ties for consumers to pay for features 
on demand - such as advanced driver 
assistance or autonomous driving - 
down the road. Hyundai also aims to 
integrate its own large language model 
into its navigation system.

Samsung has announced that they 
are collaborating with Hyundai to 
develop “home-to-car” and “car-
to-home” services to all Kia and 
Hyundai vehicles.

What that means is that people will 
be able to use Samsung’s SmartTh-
ings service to set your car’s cabin 
temperature or open its windows, 
and when you’re in your car, you’ll 
be able to control your home’s lights 
and interact with any of your con-
nected smart devices. Samsung also 
announced a team-up with Microsoft 
to bring more Copilot AI functions to 
their flagship Galaxy smartphones.

Busy families with dogs may 
want to be on the lookout for a new 

AI-powered robot that promises to play 
with, feed and even give medicine to 
your furry best friend.

Consumer robotics firm Ogmen 
was at CES 2024 to show its new ORo 
pet companion, an autonomous robot 
designed to assist with pet care by feed-
ing, providing medicine and even play-
ing with your dog using a ball launcher 
built into its chest. 

Consumer electronics giants LG and 

Samsung have unveiled transparent 
TVs at the show, with LG having just 
announced its OLED-powered display 
will go on sale later this year. 

Almost invisible when turned off, 
LG’s 77-inch transparent OLED screen 
can switch between transparent mode 
and a more traditional black back-
ground for regular TV mode.

“The unique thing about OLED is 
it’s an organic material that we can print 
on any type of surface,” explains David 

Park from LG’s Home Entertainment 
Division.

“And so what we’ve done is printed 
it on a transparent piece of glass, and 
then to get the OLED picture quality, 
that’s where we have that contrast film 
that goes up and down.”

Content is delivered wirelessly to the 
display using LG’s Zero Connect Box 
which sends 4K images and sound.

Why would you need a transparent 
TV? 

When not being watched as a tradi-
tional TV, the OLED T can be used as a 
digital canvas for showcasing artworks, 
for instance.

Samsung’s transparent MICRO 
LED-powered display showed off the 
technology as a concept. 

Food companies advertise all over 
the grocery store with eye-catching 
packaging and displays. Now, Instacart 
hopes they’ll start advertising right on 

your cart. 
This week at CES, the San Fran-

cisco-based grocery delivery and 
technology company is unveiling a 
smart cart that shows video ads on 
a screen near the handle. General 
Mills, Del Monte Foods, and Drey-
er’s Grand Ice Cream are among the 
companies who will advertise on the 
carts during an upcoming pilot at 
West Coast stores owned by Good 
Food Holdings. (AP)

A person takes a picture of a Wehead interactive AI inter-
face at the Wehead booth at Pepcom ahead of the CES 
tech show Monday, Jan. 8, 2024, in Las Vegas. The de-

vice allows for human to AI interaction. (AP)

The Lockly Visage facial recognition smart lock is on 
display at Pepcom ahead of the CES tech show Monday, 

Jan. 8, 2024, in Las Vegas. (AP)

A person tries out the Gran Turismo 7 driv-
ing simulator at the Sony booth ahead of the 
CES tech show Monday, Jan. 8, 2024, in Las 

Vegas. (AP)

The Pawport pet door is on display at the Pawport booth 
at Pepcom ahead of the CES tech show Monday, Jan. 8, 
2024, in Las Vegas. The pet door utilizes a tag attached 

to a pet’s collar to signal the door to open. (AP)

A person photographs a display of imaging and sensing 
technology for cars at the Sony Booth ahead of the CES 

tech show Monday, Jan. 8, 2024, in Las Vegas. (AP)

Sean Robinson, host of Lumix Live at Pana-
sonic speaks to announce the new Lumix 
S100 F2.8 macro lens during a Panasonic 
news conference before the start of the CES 

tech show Jan. 8, 2024, in Las Vegas. (AP)

A Sparklin SPARK 1 socket is seen during CES Unveiled 
before the start of the CES tech show Sunday, Jan. 7, 
2024, in Las Vegas. The socket is a smart charging outlet 

for electric and hybrid vehicles. (AP)

The newly unveiled Panasonic Z95A and Z93A OLED tvs 
are seen during a Panasonic news conference before the 
start of the CES tech show Monday, Jan. 8, 2024, in Las 

Vegas. (AP)

Matt Fischer participates in a demonstration 
video of FaceHeart during CES Unveiled be-
fore the start of the CES tech show Sunday, 
Jan. 7, 2024, in Las Vegas. FaceHeart is a 
health monitoring software that utilizes AI 
image recognition to measure vital signs 

through video. (AP)

The Peel & Play educational sensory toy by Solive Ven-
tures is displayed during CES Unveiled before the start 
of the CES tech show Jan. 7, 2024, in Las Vegas. The 
toy is designed to help children with self-stimulatory 

behavior. (AP)

The charging port and feed dispenser for the ORo robot 
dog companion is displayed during CES Unveiled before 
the start of the CES tech show Sunday, Jan. 7, 2024, in 
Las Vegas. The robot is designed to interact with, feed, 

and distribute medication for pets automatically. (AP)

The Holotch hologram streaming system is seen during 
CES Unveiled before the start of the CES tech show Sun-
day, Jan. 7, 2024, in Las Vegas. The system is an aug-
mented reality device that creates holograms for video 

communication. (AP)

The H-Medi wearable robotic system by Hurotics is 
seen on a mannequin during CES Unveiled before the 
start of the CES tech show Jan. 7, 2024, in Las Vegas. 
H-Medi is designed by Hurotics to help with medical 

rehabilitation. (AP)

The Skyted silent mask is displayed during CES Un-
veiled before the start of the CES tech show Sunday, 
Jan. 7, 2024, in Las Vegas. The mask is designed 
so users can take calls or speak without being over

heard. (AP)

Izumi Kawanishi, president and COO of Sony Honda Mo-
bility Inc., holds up a PlayStation controller before using 
it to drive an Afeela EV onto the stage during a Sony 
press conference ahead of the CES tech show Monday, 

Jan. 8, 2024, in Las Vegas. (AP)

NOWATCH smart watches are displayed dur-
ing CES Unveiled before the start of the CES 
tech show Sunday, Jan. 7, 2024, in Las Vegas. 
NOWATCH smart watches are designed to 
help users manage stress. (AP)

The Mirokai robot by Enchanted Tools is seen 
during CES Unveiled before the start of the CES 
tech show Jan. 7, 2024, in Las Vegas. The robot 
is designed for medical environments to carry 

and move equipment and medications. (AP)

Gad Baruch Hinkis, of PatchXR, demonstrates 
the PatchWorld program during CES Unveiled 
before the start of the CES tech show, Jan. 7, 
2024, in Las Vegas. PatchWorld is an augment-
ed reality gaming platform that allows users to 

create virtual building blocks for music. (AP)

From AI marvels to smart homes

CES unveils futuristic tech delights



‘Critical’ fuel leak dims prospects

US firm’s lunar ambitions face impending failure
end of the year.

Highlighting Monday’s moonshot 
was the long-delayed initial test flight 
of the Vulcan rocket. The 202-foot 
(61-meter) rocket is essentially an 
upgraded version of ULA’s hugely 
successful workhorse Atlas V, which 
is being phased out along with the 
company’s Delta IV. Jeff Bezos’ rock-
et company, Blue Origin, provided the 
Vulcan’s two main engines.

ULA declared success once the 
lander was free of the rocket’s upper 
stage, nearly an hour into the flight 
and before the spacecraft’s propulsion 
system malfunctioned and prevented 
the solar panel from properly pointing 
toward the sun. 

Landing on the moon has long been 
a series of hits and misses. The Soviet 
Union and the U.S. racked up a string 
of successful moon landings in the 
1960s and 70s, before putting touch-
downs on pause. China joined the elite 
club in 2013 and India in 2023. But 
last year also saw landers from Russia 
and a private Japanese company slam 
into the moon. An Israeli nonprofit 
crashed in 2019.

Next month, SpaceX will provide 
the lift for a lander from Intuitive 
Machines. The Houston company’s 
Nova-C lander takes a more direct 
one-week route to the moon.

Besides flying experiments for 
NASA, Astrobotic drummed up its 
own freight business, packing the 
6-foot-tall (1.9-meter-tall) Peregrine 
lander. On board the lander: a chip 
of rock from Mount Everest, toy-size 
cars from Mexico and ashes and DNA 
of deceased space enthusiasts, includ-
ing “Star Trek” creator Gene Rodden-
berry and science fiction writer Arthur 
C. Clarke.

The Navajo Nation recently sought 
to have the launch delayed because of 
the human remains. saying it would be 
a “profound desecration” of a celestial 
body revered by Native Americans. 
Astrobotic chief executive John 
Thornton said the December objec-
tions came too late but promised to try 
to find “a good path forward” with the 
Navajo for future missions. 

One of the spaceflight memorial 
companies that bought room on the 
lander, Celestis, said in a statement 
that no single culture or religion 
owns the moon and should not be 
able to veto a mission. More remains 
are on the rocket’s upper stage, 
which was boosted into a perpetual 
orbit around the sun reaching as far 
out as Mars.

Cargo fares for Peregrine ranged 
from a few hundred dollars to $1.2 
million per kilogram (2.2 pounds), not 
nearly enough for Astrobotic to break 
even. But for the first flight, that’s not 
the point, according to Thornton.

“A lot of people’s dreams and 
hopes are riding on this,” Thornton 
said days before the flight.

A United Launch Alliance Vulcan rocket lifts off from Cape Canaveral Space Force Station Monday, Jan. 8, 2024. This is the inaugural launch of the rocket, carrying Astrobotic’s lunar lander. 
Inset: In this image released by Astrobotic Technology, an image from a mounted camera shows a disturbed section of insulation on the Peregrine lander, while on its way to land on the moon, 

Monday, Jan. 8, 2024. Astrobotic said the moon landing is in jeopardy because of a fuel leak that developed hours after the spacecraft’s launch. (AP)

Visions of what AI might be someday overwhelm current reality

AI researchers look to challenges in 2024
By Anjana Susarla, Michi-

gan State University; Casey 
Fiesler, University of Colorado 
Boulder, and Kentaro Toyama, 

University of Michigan

The Conversation is an indepen-
dent and nonprofit source of news, 
analysis and commentary from ac-
ademic experts.

❑      ❑      ❑

2023 was an inflection point in the 
evolution of artificial intelligence 

and its role in society. The year saw 
the emergence of generative AI, 
which moved the technology from the 
shadows to center stage in the public 
imagination. It also saw boardroom 
drama in an AI startup dominate the 
news cycle for several days. And it 
saw the Biden administration issue 
an executive order and the European 
Union pass a law aimed at regulating 
AI, moves perhaps best described as 
attempting to bridle a horse that’s 
already galloping along.

We’ve assembled a panel of AI 
scholars to look ahead to 2024 and 
describe the issues AI developers, 
regulators and everyday people are 
likely to face, and to give their hopes 
and recommendations.

Casey Fiesler, Associate 
Professor of Information Science, 
University of Colorado Boulder

2023 was the year of AI hype. 
Regardless of whether the narrative 

was that AI was going to save the 
world or destroy it, it often felt as if 
visions of what AI might be someday 
overwhelmed the current reality. And 
though I think that anticipating future 
harms is a critical component of over-
coming ethical debt in tech, getting 
too swept up in the hype risks creating 
a vision of AI that seems more like 
magic than a technology that can still 
be shaped by explicit choices. But 
taking control requires a better under-
standing of that technology.

One of the major AI debates of 
2023 was around the role of ChatGPT 
and similar chatbots in education. This 
time last year, most relevant headlines 
focused on how students might use 
it to cheat and how educators were 
scrambling to keep them from doing 
so - in ways that often do more harm 
than good.

However, as the year went on, 
there was a recognition that a failure 
to teach students about AI might put 
them at a disadvantage, and many 
schools rescinded their bans. I don’t 
think we should be revamping educa-
tion to put AI at the center of every-
thing, but if students don’t learn about 
how AI works, they won’t understand 
its limitations - and therefore how it 
is useful and appropriate to use and 
how it’s not. This isn’t just true for 
students. The more people understand 
how AI works, the more empowered 
they are to use it and to critique it.

So my prediction, or perhaps my 
hope, for 2024 is that there will be a 

huge push to learn. In 1966, Joseph 
Weizenbaum, the creator of the 
ELIZA chatbot, wrote that machines 
are “often sufficient to dazzle even 
the most experienced observer,” but 
that once their “inner workings are ex-
plained in language sufficiently plain 
to induce understanding, its magic 
crumbles away.” The challenge with 
generative artificial intelligence is 
that, in contrast to ELIZA’s very basic 
pattern matching and substitution 
methodology, it is much more difficult 
to find language “sufficiently plain” to 
make the AI magic crumble away. 

I think it’s possible to make this 
happen. I hope that universities that 
are rushing to hire more technical AI 
experts put just as much effort into 
hiring AI ethicists. I hope that media 
outlets help cut through the hype. I 
hope that everyone reflects on their 
own uses of this technology and its 
consequences. And I hope that tech 
companies listen to informed critiques 
in considering what choices continue 
to shape the future.

Kentaro Toyama, Professor of 
Community Information, University 
of Michigan

In 1970, Marvin Minsky, the AI 
pioneer and neural network skeptic, 
told Life magazine, “In from three to 
eight years we will have a machine 
with the general intelligence of an 
average human being.” With the 
singularity, the moment artificial intel-
ligence matches and begins to exceed 
human intelligence - not quite here yet 

- it’s safe to say that Minsky was off 
by at least a factor of 10. It’s perilous 
to make predictions about AI. 

Still, making predictions for a 
year out doesn’t seem quite as risky. 
What can be expected of AI in 2024? 
First, the race is on! Progress in AI 
had been steady since the days of 
Minsky’s prime, but the public release 
of ChatGPT in 2022 kicked off an 
all-out competition for profit, glory 
and global supremacy. Expect more 
powerful AI, in addition to a flood of 
new AI applications. 

The big technical question is how 
soon and how thoroughly AI engineers 
can address the current Achilles’ heel 
of deep learning - what might be called 
generalized hard reasoning, things like 
deductive logic. Will quick tweaks to 
existing neural-net algorithms be suffi-
cient, or will it require a fundamentally 
different approach, as neuroscientist 
Gary Marcus suggests? Armies of AI 
scientists are working on this problem, 
so I expect some headway in 2024. 

Meanwhile, new AI applications are 
likely to result in new problems, too. 
You might soon start hearing about AI 
chatbots and assistants talking to each 
other, having entire conversations on 
your behalf but behind your back. 
Some of it will go haywire - comi-
cally, tragically or both. Deepfakes, 
AI-generated images and videos that 
are difficult to detect are likely to run 
rampant despite nascent regulation, 
causing more sleazy harm to individu-
als and democracies everywhere. And 

there are likely to be new classes of 
AI calamities that wouldn’t have been 
possible even five years ago. 

Speaking of problems, the very 
people sounding the loudest alarms 
about AI - like Elon Musk and Sam 
Altman - can’t seem to stop them-
selves from building ever more 
powerful AI. I expect them to keep 
doing more of the same. They’re 
like arsonists calling in the blaze 
they stoked themselves, begging the 
authorities to restrain them. And along 
those lines, what I most hope for 2024 
- though it seems slow in coming - is 
stronger AI regulation, at national and 
international levels. 

Anjana Susarla, Professor of 
Information Systems, Michigan 
State University

In the year since the unveiling 
of ChatGPT, the development of 
generative AI models is continu-
ing at a dizzying pace. In contrast to 
ChatGPT a year back, which took in 
textual prompts as inputs and pro-
duced textual output, the new class of 
generative AI models are trained to be 
multi-modal, meaning the data used 
to train them comes not only from 
textual sources such as Wikipedia 
and Reddit, but also from videos on 
YouTube, songs on Spotify, and other 
audio and visual information. With the 
new generation of multi-modal large 
language models (LLMs) powering 
these applications, you can use text 
inputs to generate not only images and 
text but also audio and video. (AP)

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla., Jan 9, 
(AP): The first U.S. moon landing at-
tempt in more than 50 years appeared 
to be doomed after a private compa-
ny’s spacecraft developed a “critical” 
fuel leak just hours after Monday’s 
launch.

Pittsburgh-based Astrobotic Tech-
nology managed to orient its lander 
toward the sun so the solar panel 
could collect sunlight and charge its 
battery, as a special team assessed the 
status of what was termed “a failure in 
the propulsion system.” 

It soon became apparent, however, 
that there was “a critical loss of fuel,” 
further dimming hope for what had 
been a planned moon landing on Feb. 
23.

Late Monday, the company said 
the leak was continuing and estimated 
that the lander would start losing solar 

power in about 40 hours.
The trouble was reported about 

seven hours after Monday’s predawn 
liftoff from Cape Canaveral Space 
Force Station. United Launch Alli-
ance’s Vulcan rocket provided the 
lift for Astrobotic’s lander, named 
Peregrine, putting it on a long, round-
about path to the moon.

A propulsion system problem 
“threatens the ability of the spacecraft 
to soft land on the moon,” the com-
pany said. The lander is equipped with 
engines and thrusters for maneuver-
ing, not only during the cruise to the 
moon but for lunar descent.

Astrobotic released a photo from 
a lander-mounted camera, which the 
company said showed a “disturbance” 
in a section of thermal insulation. That 
aligns with what is known so far of 
the problem, the company said. 

Astrobotic was aiming to be the 
first private business to successfully 
land on the moon, something only 
four countries have accomplished. 
A second lander from a Houston 
company is due to launch next month. 
NASA gave the two companies mil-
lions to build and fly their own lunar 
landers.

The space agency wants the 
privately owned landers to scope out 
the place before astronauts arrive 
while delivering tech and science ex-
periments for the space agency, other 
countries and universities as well as 
odds and ends for other customers. 
Astrobotic’s contract with NASA for 
the Peregrine lander was $108 million 
and it has more in the pipeline.

Before the flight, NASA’s Joel 
Kearns, deputy associate administra-
tor for exploration, noted that while 

using private companies to make 
deliveries to the moon will be cheaper 
and quicker than going the usual 
government route, there will be added 
risk. He stressed that the space agency 
was willing to accept that risk, noting 
Monday: “Each success and setback 
are opportunities to learn and grow.”

The last time the U.S. launched a 
moon-landing mission was in Decem-
ber 1972. Apollo 17’s Gene Cernan 
and Harrison Schmitt became the 11th 
and 12th men to walk on the moon, 
closing out an era that has remained 
NASA’s pinnacle. 

The space agency’s new Artemis 
program - named after the twin sister 
of Apollo in Greek mythology - looks 
to return astronauts to the moon’s 
surface within the next few years. 
First will be a lunar fly-around with 
four astronauts, possibly before the 
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This image released by Sony Pictures Classics shows Leonie Benesch in a scene from ‘The Teachers’ Lounge.’ (AP)

Comedian Jo Koy slammed for fumbled opening monologue

Globes ratings rebound to 9.4m viewers, up from 2023 telecast
NEW YORK, Jan 9, (AP): Reviews have been poor for Sunday’s 81st 
Golden Globes, but the telecast pulled in an average of 9.4 million 
viewers, up about 50% from last year, according to CBS.

The ceremony had the benefi t of an NFL lead-in, as well as an espe-
cially starry gathering that drew Taylor Swift, Oprah Winfrey, Timo-
thée Chalamet, Kylie Jenner, Leonardo DiCaprio and many more. The 
night’s biggest winner, “Oppenheimer,” was also a huge ticket-seller, 
with nearly $1 billion in box offi ce.

But the broadcast hosted by comedian Jo Koy, was slammed by crit-
ics for a fumbled opening monologue and a rushed pace throughout 
that struggled to rekindle the “Hollywood’s party of the year”-vibe that 
the Globes have long fostered.

But more viewers tuned in than they have since before the pandemic. 
Back in 2020, 18.4 million watched the Globes.

The ratings were a marked improvement over last year’s Globes. 
That telecast, hosted by Jerrod Carmichael and aired on a Tuesday, 
attracted 6.3 million viewers, a new low for the ceremony on NBC. At 
their peak, the Globes often drew closer to 20 million viewers. 

Amid the decline of linear television, all award shows have strug-
gled to reach the numbers they once did. But the Globes have been test-
ed especially due to their own actions. After The Los Angeles Times 
reported that the HFPA had no Black members, Hollywood boycotted 
the organization and the 2022 Globes were booted off the air.

They returned in 2023 on a one-year trial with NBC, but the Globes’ 
network home for decades ultimately dropped the show. After shop-
ping the broadcast around, including to streaming platforms, CBS last 
month signed on to air Sunday’s show.

Sunday’s broadcast was a crucial test for the revamped Globes. Fol-
lowing the scandals, the awards were acquired by Eldridge Industries 
and Dick Clark Productions, which Penske Media owns, and turned 
into a for-profi t venture. The Hollywood Foreign Press Association 
was dissolved and a group of some 300 entertainment journalists from 
around the world was formed to vote on the awards.

Ceremony
CBS also streamed it to Showtime subscribers on Paramount TV+. 

CBS didn’t provide streaming viewership fi gures but said it was the 
second-largest live-streamed CBS special event on Paramount+. 

Koy, speaking Monday on ABC’s “GMA3,” acknowledged that he 
would “be lying” if he said the criticism “doesn’t hurt.” 

 “It’s a tough room. And it was a hard job, I’m not going to lie,” 
said Koy, who landed the hosting job two weeks before the ceremony. 
“Getting that gig, and then having the amount of time that we had to 
prepare - that was a crash course.”

They may not have had lukewarm chardonnay on the tables, as 
nominee Jennifer Lawrence had predicted. But the 81st Golden Globes 

had a bit of everything else: Some silliness, some seriousness, a bit of 
history, a few good jokes and many bad ones, loads of stars - and one 
Taylor Swift, who didn’t ascend the podium but still made her presence 
known as perhaps only Swift can.

One decisive trend emerged: In the great “Barbenheimer” show-
down of awards season 2024, round one went to the “heimer” part. 
Christopher Nolan’s sweeping biopic “Oppenheimer” dominated the 
evening, among its wins the prize for best drama, best director for 
Nolan, and best actor (Cillian Murphy) and supporting actor (Robert 
Downey Jr.). Greta Gerwig’s candy-colored “Barbie,” meanwhile, lost 
to upset victor “Poor Things” in the comedy/musical category, but won 
the new cinematic and box offi ce achievement award, as well as best 
song for Billie Eilish’s wistful “What Was I Made For.”

It would be unwise to count “Barbie” out, but it was a disappoint-
ing night for her fans, and also for another fearsome force: Swifties. 
The pop superstar, who spent 2023 smashing all records in sight, lost 
out on her fi fth Globe nomination. But she stunned on the carpet in 
shimmering Gucci green, and later created a meme-worthy moment 
when she reacted with a seemingly icy glare to a joke about her by 
host Jo Koy.

Swift was not alone in her displeasure; at one point the jokes were 
falling fl at enough for Koy to stop and explain that he’d had only 10 
days to prepare.

LOS ANGELES: Lisa Bonet has 
fi led for divorce from Jason Mo-
moa 18 years after the two actors 
became a couple. 

The 56-year-old Bonet, whose 
legal name is Lilakoi Moon, fi led 
documents to end her marriage 
to the 44-year-old Momoa in Los 
Angeles County court on Monday. 
The fi ling comes nearly two years 
after they announced their separa-
tion. 

The petition cites irreconcilable 
differences as the reason for the 
split. The fi ling says neither person 
should get fi nancial support and 
that the two have agreed on how to 
split their assets. The documents 
say they should have joint custody 
of their 16-year-old daughter and 
15-year-old son. 

Momoa is best known for his 
roles in the “Aquaman” movies 
and on “Game of Thrones.” Bonet 
was a star of “The Cosby Show,” 
its spinoff “A Different World,” 
and the fi lms “High Fidelity” and 
“Enemy of the State.”

The two met and started dat-
ing in 2005, but did not legally 
marry until 2017. Their divorce 
documents gives their separation 
date as October 2020, more than 
a year before their announce-
ment. It will be at least six 
months before a judge declares 
them divorced. 

It was the fi rst marriage for 
Momoa and the second for Bonet, 
who was previously married to 
musician Lenny Kravitz and 
has another daughter, actor Zoë 
Kravitz, with him. (AP)

❑        ❑        ❑

PARIS: Paris immortalized late 
British music icon David Bowie 
by naming a street after him in the 
city’s southeast on what would 
have been his 77th birthday on 
Monday.

The inauguration of rue David-
Bowie was fi rst announced in 
2020 by Jérôme Coumet, mayor 
of the 13th arrondissement. Bowie 
died of cancer in 2016.

The tribute celebrated Bowie’s 
fi rst Paris performance in 1965 
- his fi rst outside the United 
Kingdom - and his lasting impact 
on music, fashion and culture. 
Bowie’s infl uence on music, with 
hits like “Space Oddity” and 
“Let’s Dance,” and on fashion, are 
now permanently recognized in 
the Paris city landscape.

The inauguration featured a 

concert and an exhibit. 
The street is roughly between 

the Jardin des Plantes botanical 
gardens and the National Library. 
It is situated between two modern 
offi ce buildings, including the 
headquarters of news publications 
Le Monde and L’Obs, opens onto 
avenue Pierre-Mendes-France 
and will connect to a future bridge 

linking the avenue to boulevard de 
l’Hopital, near Austerlitz train sta-
tion and Pitie-Salpetriere Hospital. 
(AP)

❑        ❑        ❑

NEW YORK: Bill Maher has had 
a few second thoughts, or at least 
some variations on the fi rst ones.

Next June, Simon & Schus-

ter will publish “What This 
Comedian Said Will Shock You,” 
in which the outspoken host of 
HBO’s “Real Time With Bill 
Maher” revisits some of his on-air 
commentary. According to the 
publisher’s announcement Friday, 
Maher “reviewed more than a 
decade of his editorials, rewriting, 
reimagining, and updating them, 

and adding new material to speak 
exactly to the moment we’re in.”

Subjects range from free speech 
and drugs to religion and show 
business.

“We’re not investigative jour-
nalists — we don’t break stories, 
we break new ways of looking 
at stories,” Maher said in a state-
ment. (AP)
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A cinematic dive into middle school realities

‘The Teachers’ Lounge’ stirs emotions
By Jocelyn Noveck

What happens in the teachers’ lounge, anyway? 
When we were kids, that closed door seemed 

so tantalizingly forbidding, though it probably only 
hid some coffee-sipping, light chitchat and paper-
grading.

Well, not in the brilliantly taut and absorbing “The 
Teachers’ Lounge,” in which that room - and gradu-
ally, the whole school around it - hosts an expanding 
web of uneasy power dynamics, mutual suspicion and 
misinformation, and that’s just for starters. This fi lm 
also explores cancel culture, institutional racism, pri-
vacy rights and even censorship and press freedom.

That’s a lot for one middle school. But writer-
director Ílker Çatak pulls it off, aided by excellent 
performances all around and two truly superb ones: 
Leonie Benesch as an idealistic new teacher and a 
heartbreaking Leo Stettnisch as her troubled student. 
(The fi lm, Germany’s submission to the Academy 
Awards, has justifi ably made the short list for best 
international feature.)

“The Teachers’ Lounge” dives immediately into 
the controversy that will tear this modern, bustling 
school apart. Carla Nowak (Benesch) is called to an 
uncomfortable meeting between school offi cials and 
two student representatives of her sixth-grade class. 
The students are being grilled as to which fellow 
classmates may have been responsible for a series of 
thefts - essentially, they’re being asked to denounce 
friends without evidence. Carla is angry at the tactic, 
but lacks the confi dence to speak out.

She’s even more appalled by what happens next: 
The principal and her colleagues come to her class-
room, ask the girls to leave and force the boys to sur-
render their wallets for inspection (why only boys?) 
Of course, the adults note unconvincingly, the process 
is entirely voluntary - but if the students have noth-
ing to hide, there’s nothing to fear. One boy seems 
to have a lot of money, but his Turkish immigrant 
parents, summoned to the school, explain indignantly 
(in a typically bristling, beautifully modulated scene) 

that they’d given him money to buy a video game as 
a gift. They argue that he’s being racially profi led.

Already, back in the teachers’ lounge, Carla is 
clashing with her more aggressive colleagues. And 
then, in her misguided zeal to identify the real thief 
and exonerate her kids, she steps right into an ethical 
morass.

Leaving her wallet in her coat on a chair, and set-
ting her laptop camera to record, she soon has video 
evidence - just an arm, in a distinctive blouse - of 
someone stealing from her pocket. It only takes a mo-
ment to track down the wearer of that blouse.

Sensitive
Perhaps because Benesch is such an effortlessly 

empathetic actor, she makes Carla’s decision to con-
front the person she suspects - and then, to hand over 
the video - feel logical, like something anyone might 
do. But her action raises issues of privacy rights, and 
puts her on a collision course with not only the ac-
cused school employee but that employee’s child, 
Oskar (Stettnisch), an intelligent and sensitive boy in 
her class. 

At every step, it seems, Carla’s earnest efforts to 
do the right thing - by her students, and by her job - 
land her into ever hotter water. And then, she must 
navigate an angry group of parents on parent-teacher 
night, an experience so harrowing it leaves her heav-
ing on a bathroom fl oor, blowing into a bag.

Angry parents, suspicious colleagues - can it get 
worse? Yes, when Carla is interviewed by the student 
newspaper, an intriguing subplot raising questions of 
censorship. Carla, rightfully concerned about how 
she will be portrayed, asks to see the article in ad-
vance, and when the students (also rightfully!) defy 
her, the principal ends up banning distribution of the 
paper on campus. 

“What happens in the teachers’ lounge, stays in the 
teachers’ lounge,” Carla says in that student newspa-
per interview, her defi nition of a “no comment.” That 
is, however, hardly what transpires, as Carla, despite 
her best intentions, begins to drown in a swamp of 

her own making, with seemingly no way out.
All the students have been thoughtfully cast here, 

and perform with a natural quality rare in movies 
about kids. As for Stettnisch, he darned near breaks 
our hearts as he ultimately loses control and threatens 
his own future.

As for Benesch, from whom the camera rarely 
departs, she has a luminous presence that carries the 
fi lm. So skillfully does she draw us in, in fact, that it’s 
easy to forget we hardly know anything about Carla: 
Is she in a relationship? What is her family like? We 
never see her home, nor anyone’s home, nor even a 
glimpse of the outside world.

But the outside world certainly fi nds its way into 
the school. Çatan and co-writer Johannes Duncker, 
who in fact attended school together, are making the 
point that even a middle school is a microcosm of so-
ciety and all its tensions and ills. Perhaps that is why 
their fi lm ends without clear answers: In school, as in 
life, one cannot simply close a door, keep out the bad 
stuff, and solve everything.

“The Teacher’s Lounge,” a Sony Pictures Classics 
release, has been rated PG-13 by the Motion Picture 
Association “for some strong language.” Running 
time: 98 minutes. Three and a half stars out of four.

Also:
LOS ANGELES: Martin Scorsese’s true-crime epic 
“The Killers of the Flower Moon” begins stream-
ing Friday, Jan. 12, on Apple TV+. If the movie’s 
3½-hour running time gave you pause to catch it in 
theaters, you can now watch one of the year’s most 
acclaimed fi lms at your leisure. The fi lm, starring 
Leonardo DiCaprio, Lily Gladstone and Robert 
De Niro, adapts David Grann’s nonfi ction chronicle 
of the Osage murders of the 1920s. Scorsese, 81, tells 
an expansive and disquieting Western story soaked 
in blood and oil, with chastening reverberations for 
American history. In her review, AP National Writer 
Jocelyn Noveck praised the fi lm for “allowing us to 
watch a master of the craft continue to force himself, 
unlikely as it seems, to stretch and learn.” (AP)
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In Memoriam

Year in review

Infl uential people 
who died in 2023

Sheldon Harnick, 99. A Tony- and Grammy 
Award-winning lyricist who with composer Jerry 
Bock made up the premier musical-theater songwrit-
ing duos of the 1950s and 1960s with shows such as 
“Fiddler on the Roof,” “Fiorello!” and “The Apple 
Tree.” June 23.

John Goodenough, 100. He shared the 2019 No-
bel Prize in chemistry for his work developing the 
lithium-ion battery that transformed technology with 
rechargeable power for devices ranging from cell-
phones, computers, and pacemakers to electric cars. 

June 25.
Alan Arkin, 89. The wry 

character actor who demon-
strated his versatility in every-
thing from farcical comedy to 
chilling drama, receiving four 
Academy Award nominations 
and winning an Oscar in 2007 
for “Little Miss Sunshine.” 
June 29.

July
Yan Mingfu, 91. A former 

top Communist Party fi gure 
who acted as an envoy to pro-democracy protesters in 
Beijing’s Tiananmen Square in 1989 and was forced 
out after the protests were crushed. July 3.

John Berylson, 70. An American businessman 
known for his enthusiastic ownership of the English 
soccer team Millwall. July 4. Car crash.

Coco Lee, 48. A Hong Kong-born singer and song-
writer who had a highly successful career in Asia. July 
5.

Mikala Jones, 44. A Hawaii surfer known for 
shooting awe-inspiring photos and videos from the 
inside of massive, curling waves. July 9. Surfi ng ac-
cident.

André Watts, 77. A pianist whose televised debut 
with the New York Philharmonic as a 16-year-old in 
1963 launched an international career of more than a 
half-century. July 12.

Jane Birkin, 76. An actor and singer who made 
France her home and charmed the country with her 
English grace, natural style and social activism. July 16.

Kevin Mitnick, 59. His pioneering antics tricking 
employees in the 1980s and 1990s into helping him 
steal software and services from big phone and tech 
companies made him the most celebrated US hacker. 
July 16.

Tony Bennett, 96. The eminent and timeless styl-
ist whose devotion to classic American songs and 
knack for creating new standards such as “I Left My 
Heart In San Francisco” graced a decadeslong career 
that brought him admirers from Frank Sinatra to Lady 
Gaga. July 21.

Hugh “Sonny” Carter Jr., 80. He was an organ-
izer in the “Peanut Brigade” that helped elect his 
cousin Jimmy to the White House and later enforced 
the president’s frugal ways in the West Wing. July 23.

Sinéad O’Connor, 56. The gifted Irish singer-song-
writer who became a superstar in her mid-20s was as 
much known for her private struggles and provocative 
actions as her fi erce and expressive music. July 26.

Randy Meisner, 77. A founding member of the 
Eagles who added high harmonies to such favorites 
as “Take It Easy” and “The Best of My Love” and 
stepped out front for the waltz-time ballad “Take It to 
the Limit.” July 26.

Paul Reubens, 70. The actor and comedian whose 
Pee-wee Herman character - an overgrown child with 
a tight gray suit and an unforgettable laugh - became a 
1980s pop cultural phenomenon. July 30.

Angus Cloud, 25. The actor who starred as the drug 
dealer Fezco “Fez” O’Neill on the HBO series “Eu-
phoria.” July 31.

August
Sheila Oliver, 71. The New Jersey lieutenant gov-

ernor rose to become one of the state’s most promi-
nent Black leaders and passionately advocated for 
revitalizing cities and against gun violence. Aug. 1.

Mark Margolis, 83. The Emmy-nominated actor 
who played murderous former drug kingpin Hector 
Salamanca in “Breaking Bad” and then in the prequel 
“Better Call Saul.” Aug. 3.

William Friedkin, 87. The Oscar winning direc-
tor who became a top fi lmmaker in his 30s with the 
gripping “The French Connection” and the horrifying 
“The Exorcist” and struggled in the following decades 
to match his early success. Aug. 7.

Sixto Rodriguez, 81. He lived in obscurity as his 
music career fl amed out early in the U.S. only to fi nd 
success in South Africa and a stardom of which he was 
unaware. Aug. 8.

Robbie Robertson, 80. The Band’s lead guitarist 
and songwriter who in such classics as “The Weight” 
and “Up on Cripple Creek” mined American music 
and folklore and helped reshape contemporary rock. 
Aug. 9.

Tom Jones, 95. The lyricist, director and writer of 
“The Fantasticks,” the longest-running musical in his-
tory. Aug. 11.

Magoo, 50. The rapper known for his work in the 
hip-hop duo Timbaland & Magoo and hit song “Up 
Jumps da Boogie” featuring Aaliyah and Missy Elli-
ott. Aug. 13.

Clarence Avant, 92. The judicious manager, entre-
preneur, facilitator and adviser who helped launch or 
guide the careers of Quincy Jones, Bill Withers and 
many others and was known as the “Black Godfather” 
of music and beyond. Aug. 13.

Ada Deer, 88. An esteemed Native American 
leader from Wisconsin and the fi rst woman to lead the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs. Aug. 15.

Jerry Moss, 88. A music industry giant who co-
founded A&M Records with Herb Alpert and rose 
from a Los Angeles garage to the heights of success 
with hits by Alpert, the Police, the Carpenters and 
hundreds of other performers. Aug. 16.

Michael Parkinson, 88. The renowned British 
broadcaster who interviewed some of the world’s 
most famous celebrities of the 20th century from Mu-
hammad Ali to Miss Piggy. Aug. 16.

Jiri Cerny, 87. A legendary Czech music critic 
who introduced Western music to generations of lis-
teners behind the Iron Curtain and became one of the 
voices of the 1989 anti-communist Velvet Revolution. 
Aug. 17.

James Buckley, 100. The former New York sena-
tor was an early agitator for then-President Richard 
Nixon’s resignation and winner of a landmark lawsuit 
challenging campaign spending limits. Aug. 18.

John Warnock, 82. The Silicon Valley entrepre-
neur and computer scientist who helped invent the 
PDF and co-founded Adobe Systems. Aug. 19.

To be continued

Bennett

From left: Reneé Rapp, Tina Fey, Lorne Michaels, Lindsay Lohan, Angourie Rice and Bebe Wood attend the world premiere of ‘Mean Girls’ at AMC Lincoln Square 
on Monday, Jan. 8, in New York. (AP)

Coco Jones poses for a portrait on 
Thursday, Dec. 28, 2023, in Los An-

geles. (AP)

LAS VEGAS: Attorneys for a former 
Los Angeles-area gang leader charged 
with orchestrating the killing of hip-hop 
music legend Tupac Shakur in 1996 say 
prosecutors are wrong - that their client 
is facing danger, not witnesses - and he 
should be released from jail to house arrest 
ahead of his trial in June.

In a Monday court fi ling ahead of a bail 
hearing Tuesday, Duane “Keffe D” Davis’ 
court-appointed attorneys accuse prosecu-
tors of misinterpreting a jail telephone 
recording and a list of names provided to 
Davis’ family members, and misreporting 
to the judge that Davis poses a threat to the 
public if he is released.

Davis “never threatened anyone during 
the phone calls,” deputy special public de-
fenders Robert Arroyo and Charles Cano 
said in their seven-page fi ling. “Further-
more, (prosecutors’) interpretation of the 
use of ‘green light’ is fl at-out wrong.”

The “green light” reference is from a 
recording of an October jail call that pros-
ecutors Marc DiGiacomo and Binu Palal 
provided last month to Clark County 
District Court Judge Carli Kierny. 

“Duane’s son was saying he heard there 
was a greenlight on Duane’s family,” the 
attorneys wrote, using Davis’ fi rst name. 
“Duane obviously did not know what his 
son was talking about.”

Arroyo and Cano declined Monday to 
comment about the fi ling.

The court fi ling made no reference to 
Davis instructing anyone to harm someone, 
or to anyone associated with the case being 
physically harmed. But the prosecutors 
added that, “In (Davis’) world, a ‘green 
light’ is an authorization to kill.”

Davis’ lawyers on Monday also used 
Davis’ fi rst name asking Kierny to consider 
what they called “the obvious question.”

“If Duane is so dangerous, and the evidence 
so overwhelming,” they wrote, “why did (police 
and prosecutors) wait 15 years to arrest Duane 
for the murder of Tupac Shakur?”

Prosecutors point to Davis’ own words 
since 2008 - in police interviews, in a 2019 
tell-all memoir and in the media - that 
they say provides strong evidence that he 
orchestrated the September 1996 shooting.

Davis’ attorneys argue that his descrip-
tions of Shakur’s killing were “done for en-
tertainment purposes and to make money.”

Davis, originally from Compton, Cali-
fornia, is the only person still alive who 
was in the car from which shots were fi red 
in the drive-by shooting that also wounded 
rap music mogul Marion “Suge” Knight. 
Knight is now serving 28 years in a Cali-
fornia prison for an unrelated fatal shooting 
in the Los Angeles area in 2015. (AP)

❑        ❑        ❑

NEW YORK: Sotheby’s defended itself at 
a trial Monday against accusations that it 
helped defraud a Russian oligarch out of 
tens of millions of dollars, saying it knew 
nothing of wrongdoing by an art buyer who 
advised the billionaire on buying works by 
famed artists like Amedeo Modigliani and 
Leonardo da Vinci.

Sotheby’s attorney Sara Shudofsky 

Variety

told a jury in an opening statement in 
Manhattan federal court that billionaire 
Dmitry Rybolovlev was “trying to make 
an innocent party pay for what somebody 
else did to him.”

Shudofsky said the fertilizer magnate, 
a savvy businessman who has run highly 
successful businesses, had “good reason 
to be angry with himself” after spend-
ing hundreds of millions of dollars to 
buy art masterpieces without taking “the 

most basic steps” to protect himself from a 
broker who cheated him.

“Sotheby’s didn’t know anything about 
those lies,” the attorney said. “Sotheby’s 
had no knowledge of and didn’t participate 
in any misconduct.”

She spoke after Rybolovlev’s lawyer, 
Daniel Kornstein, insisted that a London-
based Sotheby’s executive was part of a 
group of executives who were in on an 
elaborate fraud. (AP)Shakur Rybolovlev

From Disney to Grammy nods and Bel-Air stardom

Coco Jones aims for EGOT glory
LOS ANGELES, Jan 9, (AP): Coco 
Jones was so obsessed with fi ne tun-
ing her skills as a singer that she tried 
to mimic Beyoncé’s Olympic-style 
training of singing while running on 
a treadmill.

Jones didn’t own a treadmill, but 
her father and former NFL player, 
Mike Jones, had an elliptical ma-
chine she often used as an alternative. 
Since her Disney child-star days, the 
singer-actor has been determined to 
apply the same work ethic as the best 
in hopes of breaking through on her 
terms.

For Jones, that time is now follow-
ing several pivotal moments: After 
she starred on the 2012 Disney Chan-
nel musical “Let it Shine,” she strug-
gled to maintain stardom and fell out 
the spotlight until she created a new 
buzz through viral TikTok videos 
before unveiling her reshaped image 
as Hilary Banks on Peacock’s “Bel-
Air.”

Jones went on to earn fi ve Gram-
my nominations through her well-re-
ceived EP “What I Didn’t Tell You.” 
It was anchored by her hit ballad 
“ICU,” which garnered a remix from 
Justin Timberlake. She’s up for best 
new artist, R&B album, traditional 
R&B performance, R&B song and 
R&B performance.

In a recent interview, Jones spoke 
with The Associated Press about 
pushing through her rough patches, 
EGOT status possibly being on her 
vision board and her thoughts after 
Taraji P. Henson’s passionate words 
on Hollywood’s pay disparity.

AP: When you recorded your EP, 
did you foresee Grammy nomina-
tions?

Jones: I defi nitely didn’t think 
“How far could this go?” I was only 
focused on what was in front of me, 
who I wanted to present myself to as 
in front of the world. I hadn’t released 
music with a label since I was 16 
years old, so my expectations were 
all over the place. I don’t even think 
I really understood how it works as 
an adult to release a project and what 
it means to have a rollout. I was a 
kid when all of those conversations 
were being had way above me. My 
expectation was within myself and 
my leaving everything in this booth 
every time. I’m giving the world the 
most fearless version of myself. … 
My expectations have been blown 
out of the water.

AP: How much did your fame 
through “Bel-Air” play a role in re-
establishing yourself?

Jones: It really opened a lot of 
doors, because before my music 
came out, “Bel-Air” came out. It’s 
always so helpful for people to see 
a rebranded version of you - espe-
cially if you’re trying to change, if 

you’re trying to give something new. 
A very powerful way to be projected 
to the world is through TV and fi lm 
as well as music. It all helped with 
shifting the narrative that I’m not that 
little kid from the Disney Channel 
anymore. I can be this upper echelon 
Bel-Air girl, and I can be an artist, 
and you’re going to respect both of 
them because they’re both going to 
hit hard in different way.

AP: You went through a phase af-
ter “Let It Shine” when you put out 
music with little fanfare. How did 
you maintain your confi dence?

Jones: Finding confi dence in the 
in-between stage was only through 
God. I had placed my value in this 
industry. If I had a great show, great 
movie, great song, anything worth 
talking about, then yeah, you should 
be confi dent. Look at what you’ve 
done. Look at what you’re present-
ing to the world. When I didn’t have 
those things, I didn’t really know 
what to say or what to sing about. 
I didn’t really fi t into the roles that 
were being sent to me. I didn’t know 
when my next perfect match would 
be an opportunity that I didn’t feel 
like was forced or I could do better. I 
didn’t have much to brag about. I had 
to fi nd a different version of value 
that really comes from my passion 
and my tenacity. 

AP: Who helped you through 
those tough times?

Jones: I leaned on my mama the 
most during the rough patches of 
my career. My mom was my fi rst 
everything. She was my fi rst vocal 
coach, fi rst stylist, hair and makeup, 
glam manager, tour manager, fi rst 
co-writer, fi rst co-producer. She was 
everything. When there was nobody 
to believe in me, she helped me prove 
myself and continue to push through 
those hurdles.

AP: Which is your biggest pas-
sion: Singing or acting?

Jones: If we’re talking in general, 
singing or acting. Yes, singing for 
sure. It’s not about playing a role. 
It’s genuinely therapeutic to just 
peel back all the layers and say the 
rawest, realest version of your truth. 
I think that’s the most comfortable 
second nature. But acting. There 
are fi lms and shows that just eat 
the content and the quality. ... You 
get to relive a movie that just holds 
you tight. That is also really dope. 
I love them for different reasons. I 
love acting because it’s a challenge, 
and you kind of get to separate you 
personally from the job. Sometimes 
it’s a nice little break. I can’t wait 
to play a role where I get to be like 
crazy because I feel like I’m very 
composed. I’m a little goofy, but I 
can get crazy. One day I’ll get to do 
that through acting.

AP: You’ve dealt with color-
ism in your career. What were your 
thoughts after hearing about Taraji P. 
Henson shedding tears regarding the 
gender and racial pay gap in Holly-
wood for Black women?

Jones: Everything can and will 
get better. But it doesn’t get better 
if we don’t do anything, if we don’t 
say anything, if we aren’t transpar-
ent and honest. I think hiding and 
pretending that everything’s OK 
will perpetuate stagnant energy. But 
being honest and being vocal about 
things that you want to change, can 
always make change and always in-
spire. It just makes your platform 
worth any meaning. That’s why I 
try to speak up so much on color-
ism and on being patient with your 
journey because we’re Black wom-
en, and it does take a different path 
with us to get where we rightfully 
deserve to be. 

I’m so grateful for women like 
Viola (Davis) and Kerry (Washing-
ton) and Angela Bassett and Taraji. 
They all have paved a way for me, 
and it’ll just get better with time 
because they’ll continue to kill it at 
every opportunity and speak up and 
not be afraid to push back and be 
honest and demand more. They’ll 
teach us the same. Then we’ll teach 
the next generation. And one day, 
maybe when my kids are my age, it 
won’t be such a surprise that we are 
all the same. You see Black women 
as much as you see white women 
and you see any color of women. It’s 
just all normal because that’s the real 
world.

We are all these different stories 
that deserve to be represented in mu-
sic and in TV and fi lm. With time, 
it’ll get there. We just have to keep 
pressing the narrative.

AP: When should we expect your 
debut studio album?

Jones: If it was up to me, I would 
want my debut album to come out 
in March or April because I would 
want to go on tour when it’s warmer. 
It was so cold this tour. We need to 
warm it up, but that’s just me. 

AP: You have a photo of Beyoncé 
holding several Grammys, but you 
replaced her face with yours. Have 
you created a similar vision board for 
an EGOT?

Jones: I did tell myself that (this 
new) year I need to take my goals up 
higher. I pretty much did everything 
that I wanted to do so far. I have 
to believe bigger. I have to expect 
more from myself. To be an EGOT 
is a huge, huge, huge fl ex. I’ve done 
theater before. I could do it again. I 
don’t see why not. Maybe it’ll be on 
the vision board, maybe it’ll be add-
ed. I defi nitely want to go bigger and 
dream bigger.

Music
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The Conversation

Impact of disease goes beyond physical pain

By Kristina S. Brown
Adler University

The Conversation is an independ-
ent and nonprofit source of news, 
analysis and commentary from 
academic experts.

❑     ❑     ❑

Endometriosis causes physical, 
sexual and emotional pain. About 

190 million people around the globe 
have endometriosis, including one in 
10 American women, but there has 
historically been a deafening silence 
about the disease and the pervasive 
impact it can have on a person’s life. 

While endometriosis is a chronic 
gynecological illness that can affect 
anyone with a uterus it often goes 
undiagnosed because its symptoms 
can be attributed to other physical or 
psychological concerns. Patients pre-
senting with this pain are often told it 
is “all in your head.” 

However, endometriosis is becom-
ing a more visible illness, thanks in 
part to celebrities such as Lena Dun-
ham, Chrissy Teigen, Amy Schumer, 
Whoopi Goldberg and others who 
have begun sharing their stories pub-
licly. After going undiagnosed for 
23 years, Padma Lakshmi, a popular 
cookbook author, actress and host of 
the TV show “Top Chef,” founded 
EndoFund, previously Endometrio-
sis Foundation of America, in 2009 
so that others do not have to go 
through what she did.

I am a couple and family therapy 
professor, clinician and researcher. 
My own endometriosis diagnosis at 
the age of 19 has inspired my work 
exploring how this illness affects oth-
ers beyond the physical symptoms.

Experiences
To better understand the impact 

of endometriosis on relationships, I 
interviewed 10 couples about their 
experiences of diagnosis, treatment 
and living with this disease. Through 
their stories of how endometriosis-
related pain can affect every aspect 
of daily life, including their intimate 
relationships, I provide some specifi c 
recommendations. The quotes I have 
included in this article are from my 
doctoral dissertation research. 

When a person has endometriosis, 
the endometrial cells that line their 
uterus “implant” in places outside the 
uterus, such as the ovaries, fallopian 
tubes and the lining of the abdomen 
- called the peritoneum. At the end 
of each menstrual cycle, the uterus 
sheds its lining, which exits the body 
via the cervix and vagina. The “mis-
planted” endometrial cells also shed, 
but they have no place to go - result-
ing in internal bleeding, infl amma-
tion and pain. 

An endometriosis diagnosis is de-
scribed in stages related to the visual 
presence of the disease, from mini-
mal, or Stage 1, to severe, or Stage 
4. However, there is no connection 
between the stage and the experience 
of pain. 

One symptom of endometriosis 
is intense pain during the men-
strual cycle. Another is pain with 
sex. Because pain with menses can 
be attributed to “normal” pain, a 
history of sexual abuse or psychi-
atric reasons such as a dislike of 
intimacy, some people with endo-
metriosis wait an average of seven 
years for diagnosis, which can be 
visually confirmed only through a 
procedure called laparoscopy. 

In addition to these and other types 
of severe pain, endometriosis can 
also cause infertility, and patients 
who want to have children must of-
ten undergo medical or surgical in-

terventions to conceive.
Physical pain from endometriosis 

can be debilitating. Adolescents with 
endometriosis may struggle to keep 
up with their classes, friends, home-
work or extracurricular activities 
when the pain becomes too severe. 
They may shift to home-schooling 
or virtual learning to complete their 
studies.

The pain can also deeply affect a 
career trajectory. “I almost lost my 
job because of time off,” one inter-
viewee told me. “In fact, when I had 
to get my hysterectomy, I walked 
in to tell my manager and he goes, 
‘Well, I hope you’re not going to 
tell me that you have to have a hys-
terectomy and have to be out for six 
weeks!’ And I just broke down in 
tears.” 

All of my participants shared ex-
periences where doctors dismissed 
complaints of sexual pain - called 
dyspareunia - from endometriosis. 
This can delay diagnosis and treat-
ment.

Sex and intimacy often become 
nonexistent, while some couples 
shared that they have come to accept 
that pain is part of sex. One woman 
shared with me: “I don’t want to be 
touched or have my naked body seen 
because I feel bloated and ugly and 
I’m in horrible pain!” 

Effects
Partners can also be affected emo-

tionally. These experiences of pain, 
of not being believed by doctors and 
professionals, of negative effects on 
education and career and of intimacy 
destroyed create a heavy emotional 
burden on individuals and relation-
ships. 

When I was diagnosed with endo-
metriosis, it changed the course of 
my life. My partner and I learned to 
expand our defi nition of intimacy and 
to redistribute household responsi-
bilities when I was incapacitated. As 
the risk of infertility only increases 
without intervention, we started con-
versations about having children ear-
lier than anticipated. My diagnosis 
also led me to focus my professional 
identity as a medical family therapist 
to help others deal with endometrio-
sis and chronic illnesses.

Based on this experience, here are 
some ways to break this silence:

Learn about endometriosis. It di-
rectly helps when one’s support sys-
tems are educated.

Separate the person from the dis-
ease. When the pain you are experi-
encing from endometriosis is debili-
tating, help those around you who are 
also affected to understand that it is 
because of your endometriosis and it 
is not personal. 

Speak from your own experience, 
saying, “I …” rather than “You …” 
When we do this, it decreases the 
other person’s defenses and opens 
up the communication, making space 
for connection.

My research participants shared 
their own recommendations with me, 
especially the importance of believ-
ing that their pain is real; accept that 
what they are sharing is their very 
real experience, and let them know 
that they are believed. 

Bestselling author and social work 
researcher Brené Brown has said, 
“Empathy fuels connection, sympa-
thy drives disconnection.” Approach-
ing someone with endometriosis 
from a position of empathy sends a 
message that you want to work with 
them collaboratively. 

By practicing these important re-
lationship skills, we can break the 
silence around endometriosis. (AP)

Millions of women grapple with endometriosis in silence
Art of narrative competence in healing

Why humanities needed in health care
By Irène Mathieu

University of Virginia

While there is a long history of 
doctor-poets - one giant of mid-

20th-century poetry, William Carlos 
Williams, was famously also a pedia-
trician - few people seem to know this 
or understand the power of combining 
the humanities and medicine.

As a published poet and scholar 
of the health humanities and ethics, I 
have a foot squarely planted in each 
fi eld - or perhaps more accurately, I 
stand in what I perceive as the overlap-
ping fi eld of healing and poetic prac-
tices.

Literature has had a large role in help-
ing me defi ne the kind of physician I 
strive to be - one who is not only empa-
thetic and a good listener but also a fi erce 
advocate for changing the sociopolitical 
forces that affect my patients’ lives. I 
think literature can do this for other 
health care providers, too.

Despite having physicians for par-
ents - or perhaps because of it - ini-
tially I had no interest in medicine. It 
seemed too clinical, too sterile. The 
work stories my parents shared over 
the dinner table were intentionally de-
void of the personal details that would 
have interested me.

Conflict
I was preoccupied with characters in 

the books I read - who lived in confl ict 
zones, who as children were working 
instead of playing, who had struggles 
I couldn’t imagine - and wondered 
why I had my life and not theirs. What 
intangible forces shaped their lives in 
ways different from my own? Now I 
can directly trace my early infatuation 
with the written word to my chosen ca-
reer as a pediatrician and public health 
researcher.

Narrative medicine is the practice of 
close reading and refl ective writing to 
build narrative competence. Physician 
and narrative medicine scholar Rita 
Charon describes narrative compe-
tence as “the ability to acknowledge, 
absorb, interpret and act on the stories 
and plights of others.” 

Narrative competence, then, could 
inspire a person to pursue a career in 
health care and possibly make them 
a better clinician. In fact, studies of 
narrative medicine programs have 
demonstrated that they tend to not 
only increase students’ empathy and 
communication skills but also their 
tolerance for ambiguity and self-
confi dence. They also improve their 
open-mindedness, ethical inquiry and 
perspective taking.

Books introduced me to the breadth 
and diversity of human experiences 
and perspectives, as well as to searing 
inequalities in life outcomes. I wanted 
to positively change those outcomes in 
some way - a desire that led me into 
the arms of medicine, despite my ini-
tial misgivings about it.

Might narrative competence also 
expand clinicians’ understanding of 
health disparities and urge them to act 
in ways that lectures full of statistics 
couldn’t?

The burgeoning fi eld of critical 
health humanities theorizes that stories 
and art can help clinicians understand 
the unequal realities of different peo-
ple’s lives and make clinician-patient 
relationships more therapeutic. It 
can do this by cultivating clinicians’ 
awareness of the power differences 
and structural forces that affect their 

patients and themselves.
Defi ning features of this fi eld are 

collaboration between disciplines 
- such as between medicine and lit-
erature - and a broad understanding of 
narrative medicine beyond the clinical 
encounter. Understanding not only hu-
man biology but also fi elds like the his-
tory of medicine, queer and disability 
studies, critical race theory and other 
forms of knowledge can inform and 
improve clinical practice. 

For example, a clinician might turn 
to research from the social sciences to 
learn about the experiences of people 
with disabilities. This could lead her to 
make her practice more accessible to 
her patients - an action that would im-
prove equity in health care for people 
with disabilities.

Before ever meeting my fi rst patient, 
I gained an expanded knowledge of the 
diversity of human experience from 
the books I read. It made me curious 
about my patients’ stories. And when 
I felt this curiosity fl agging because of 
stress, exhaustion or burnout, refocus-
ing on the stories seemed to help.

However, medical students are in-
undated with information about the hu-
man body in their training and barely 
have time to learn about the nonmedi-
cal aspects of patient experiences. This 
negates the fact that disease and health 
happen in varied and disparate social, 
cultural and political contexts.

For example, diabetes is a very dif-
ferent illness for a patient experiencing 
homelessness and racism compared 
with a wealthy patient who doesn’t 
experience racism. A patient’s access 
to resources and their interactions with 
health care staff affect their ability to 
get the care they need and the degree to 
which their basic needs are being met. 
Rarely are these nuances discussed in 
a medical school’s endocrinology lec-
ture about diabetes.

I believe that physicians must fi nd 
ways to practice their humanity - per-
haps using the humanities - if they 
wish to be effective healers. But how 
might they actually do this? 

There are ways to fi t in more health 
humanities in all the busyness and 
bustle of notoriously grueling medical 
education. As a senior resident, I often 
distributed poems to my team, printing 
and posting them above the computers 
in our cramped hospital workrooms or 
attaching them to email updates about 
patient care. Once, during a rare quiet 
moment in the pediatric ICU, with per-
mission from my colleagues, I read a 
couple of poems out loud. I remember 
watching my colleagues’ eyes close 
and their bodies visibly relax as the 
words washed over them.

Workshops
Since then, I have shared poems - my 

own and others’ - in talks at my institu-
tion and across the country. I’ve also led 
other health care providers in creative 
writing exercises during workshops, lec-
tures and classes. Many institutions host 
book clubs, story slams, fi lm screenings 
and other opportunities for medical learn-
ers to engage with the humanities.

While poetry can be intimidating 
to some, many contemporary poems 
provide approachable emotional expe-
riences.

Pieces like Safi ya Sinclair’s “Notes 
on the State of Virginia, II” viscerally 
illustrate how a place that seems in-
nocuous or even beautiful to some can 
be haunting and traumatic for others. 
(AP)

People wearing face masks as a precaution wait for a doctor appointment 
inside a hospital in Barcelona, Spain, Monday, Jan. 8. (AP)

Spike in respiratory illnesses

Recalled meat snack trays tied
to salmonella poisoning in 24

Spain makes face masks
‘mandatory’ in hospitals
MADRID, Jan 9, (AP): Face masks 
will be mandatory in hospitals and 
healthcare centers in Spain starting 
Wednesday due to a surge in respi-
ratory illnesses, the Health Ministry 
said.

The new leftist minority coalition 
government is imposing the mea-
sure despite opposition from most of 
Spain’s 17 autonomous regions.

“We are talking about putting 
on a mask when you enter a health 
center and taking it off when you 
leave,” Health Minister Mónica 
García told Cadena Ser radio late 
Monday.

“I don’t think it is any drama. It 
is a basic and simple measure of the 
fi rst order,” she added.

Spain’s hospitals have come under 
immense pressure in recent weeks 
following a spike in cases of fl u, 
COVID-19 and other respiratory ill-
nesses.

García’s ministry decided to im-
pose the measure after failing to 

reach an agreement with regional 
health authorities, many of whom ar-
gued that mask use should be recom-
mended but not obligatory.

Regional governments are in 
charge of healthcare although the 
central government can intervene if 
it deems it necessary.

Six regions have already intro-
duced the measure and masks have 
been commonly used on streets and 
public transport and in health centers 
in recent months.

Spain declared a formal end to 
the health crisis caused by the CO-
VID-19 pandemic last July, saying 
people no longer needed to wear 
masks in health and care centers 
and pharmacies. Over the previ-
ous two years, Spain had gradually 
ended mandatory mask wearing, 
first in public and then on public 
transport.

The country registered more than 
14 million cases and some 120,000 
deaths from the coronavirus.

NEW YORK, Jan 9, (AP): At least 
two dozen people in 14 states have 
been sickened, including five who 
were hospitalized, by salmonella 
poisoning tied to recalled meat 
snack trays sold at some Sam’s 
Club stores, the US Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
said Friday. 

Fratelli Beretta USA, a New Jer-
sey meat processing company, re-
called more than 11,000 pounds of 
Busseto Foods brand ready-to-eat 
charcuterie meat products this week 
because they may be tainted with 
salmonella.

The meat trays are labeled “Bus-
setto Food Charcuterie Sampler 

Prosciutto, Sweet Soppressata 
and Dry Copa,” with lot number 
LO75330300 and a best-by date of 
April 27. They have establishment 
numbers EST. 7543B inside the US 
Department of Agriculture mark of 
inspection and EST. #47967 on the 
package. 

Illnesses were reported between 
Nov. 20, 2023, and Dec. 18, 2023. 
Salmonella infections can be danger-
ous for young children, older people 
and those with weakened immune 
systems. 

Consumers should check their 
refrigerators for the products and re-
turn them to the place of purchase or 
throw them away, the CDC said.
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Crowded field of contenders jostling to dethrone Senegal
Morocco looking to build on World Cup momentum

ABIDJAN, Jan 9, (AP): Even 
for a tournament that is always 
unpredictable, there is an un-
usually large number of title 
contenders looking to dethrone 
Sadio Mané’s Senegal when the 
latest edition of the Africa Cup 
of Nations starts Saturday.

Morocco is looking to build on its 
unprecedented World Cup success af-
ter becoming the first African team to 
reach the semifinals. Seven-time cham-
pion Egypt will hope Mohammed Salah 
can help the team go one better after 
losing the 2021 Africa Cup final on 
penalties. Nigeria has African player of 
the year Victor Osimhen, Ghana is led 
by Mohammed Kudus as it goes for its 
fifth title and Ivory Coast can count on 
strong home support. 

“This competition will be one of the 
strongest since I started playing in it be-
cause all the big countries are here,” said 
Mané, who scored the winning penalty for 
Senegal in the fi nal win over Egypt in the 
previous edition.

The 34th edition of the biennial tourna-
ment was supposed to be played in June 
and July last year but was postponed to 
avoid Ivory Coast’s tropical rainy season. 

That means it is once again being 
played in the middle of the European 
league season, forcing many top clubs to 
be without some of their best players for 
up to a month. 

Napoli will have to do without Osim-
hen, Liverpool without Salah, and Ger-
man league leader Bayer Leverkusen will 
be without four players - Victor Boniface 
(Nigeria), Amine Adli (Morocco), Odilon 
Kossounou (Ivory Coast) and Edmond 
Tapsoba (Burkina Faso) - potentially un-
dermining its bid to pip Bayern Munich to 
the Bundesliga title.

Safety will again be an issue after eight 
people were killed and 38 injured in a sta-
dium crush at the last edition in Camer-
oon. 

The 24-team tournament will feature 
six groups, with games spread across six 
stadiums in fi ve cities, with the fi nal to be 
played at the Alassane Ouattara Stadium 
in Abidjan on Feb. 12. The top two in 
each group and the four best third-placed 
teams will progress to the knockout stage.

Here is a look at the six groups. 
GROUP A (Ivory Coast, Nigeria, 

Equatorial Guinea, Guinea-Bissau)
Host nation Ivory Coast and Guinea-

Bissau play the tournament’s opening 
game on Saturday, with Nigeria playing 
Equatorial Guinea the next day. Ivory 
Coast then hosts three-time champion 
Nigeria on Jan. 18 for a game that could 
decide which team tops the group.

Nigeria is always among the tourna-
ment favorites but hasn’t won since 2013. 
Osimhen will lead the “Super Eagles” on 
their 20th appearance, supported by a cast 
that includes Leverkusen’s Boniface and 
AC Milan’s Samuel Chukwueze. 

Ivory Coast is aiming for its third title and 
is led by Borussia Dortmund forward Sébas-
tien Haller, who overcame testicular cancer 
last year but has struggled so far this season 
with just two goals in 14 appearances. Sport-
ing Lisbon’s 20-year-old defender Ousmane 
Diomande is a player to watch.

Equatorial Guinea and Guinea-Bissau 
are both making their fourth appearance 
at the tournament.

All the group games will be played in 
Abidjan, Ivory Coast’s largest city.

GROUP B (Egypt, Ghana, Cape 
Verde, Mozambique)

Egypt and Ghana are the heavyweights 
in this group, and they play each other in 
a potential group-decider on Jan. 18. Gha-
na’s “Black Stars” will be coached by for-
mer Ireland international Chris Hughton. 
Athletic Bilbao forward Iñaki Williams 
was able to join the team after recovering 
from illness.

Cape Verde and Mozambique are mak-
ing their fourth and fi fth appearances, re-
spectively.

All games will be played in Abidjan.
GROUP C (Senegal, Cameroon, 

Guinea, Gambia)
Senegal faces a diffi cult task to retain its 

title and fi rst has to navigate a group that in-
cludes fi ve-time champion Cameroon.

Senegal is again led by Mané, the star 
of the team who missed out on the World 
Cup last year because of a leg injury sus-
tained while playing for Bayern Munich 
shortly before the tournament in Qatar. 

The 31-year-old Mané has since joined 
Saudi Arabian team Al Nassr.

The “Indomitable Lions” of Cameroon 
are returning to where they won the fi rst of 
their fi ve titles in 1984, having fi nished third 
two years ago. Beşiktaş forward Vincent 
Aboubakar, the top scorer at the 2021 Africa 
Cup with eight goals, is team captain. Man-
chester United goalkeeper André Onana is 
back, having quit the team after being sent 
home from the World Cup following a dis-
pute with coach Rigobert Song.

Guinea is making its 14th appearance 
and will be relying on Stuttgart forward 
Serhou Guirassy for goals after he start-
ed the season by netting 17 times in 14 
Bundesliga appearances.

Gambia is making just its second appear-
ance reaching the quarterfi nals in 2021.

All games will be played in Yamous-
soukro, except for Gambia vs. Cameroon 
on Jan. 23 in Bouaké.

Group D (Algeria, Burkina Faso, 
Mauritania, Angola)

Despite having a talented team led 
by former Manchester City star Riyad 
Mahrez, Algeria coach Djamel Belmadi 
has played down his team’s chances of 
a third Africa Cup title. Algeria exited 
at the group stage in the last tournament, 
then failed to qualify for the World Cup.

Burkina Faso is looking for its fi rst title 
at the 13th attempt, led from the back 
by serene Leverkusen defender Edmond 
Tapsoba, one of the German team’s key 
players this season.

The “Stallions” fi nished fourth in 2021 
after placing third at the previous tourna-
ment and runner-up in 2013.

All the games will be played in Bouaké, 
except Burkina Faso vs. Angola in Ya-
moussoukro on Jan. 23.

Group E (Tunisia, Mali, South Af-
rica, Namibia)

Both Tunisia and South Africa are go-
ing for their second titles after wins in 
2004 and 1996, respectively.

Tunisia will look to experienced cap-
tain Youssef Msakni for goals and is 
strong in midfi eld with Eintracht Frank-
furt’s Ellyes Skhiri, Manchester United’s 
Hannibal Mejbri and Union Berlin’s Aïs-
sa Laïdouni providing the platform for the 
team’s attack.

South Africa will be led by Percy Tau, 
a forward who plays for Egyptian club Al 
Ahly, while veteran Themba Zwane was 
included in the squad after he was ini-
tially overlooked by Belgian coach Hugo 
Broos.

Broos, who led Cameroon to the title in 
2017, said it had been a mistake to omit 
the now 34-year-old Zwane when he took 
over the “Bafana Bafana” in May 2021, 
but that he had been trying to prioritize 
younger players at the time.

Mali is making its 13th appearance and 
Namibia its fourth.

The games will be played in Korhogo, 
except Namibia vs. Mali in San Pedro on 
Jan. 24.

GROUP F (Morocco, Congo, Zam-
bia, Tanzania)

After becoming the fi rst African team 
to reach the World Cup semifi nals in Qa-
tar last year, Morocco is now hoping to 
add just its second Africa Cup title. 

Walid Regragui’s team defeated Bel-
gium, Spain and Portugal before losing to 
eventual fi nalist France at the World Cup 
in Qatar.

Regragui was less than six months old 
when the “Atlas Lions” won their only 
Africa Cup in 1976. Now he’s targeting 
a repeat, helped by Paris Saint-Germain 
star Achraf Hakimi from the back.

Congo is taking part for the 20th time 
and is bidding for a third title after wins in 
1968 and 1974.

Zambia, which won the trophy in 2012, 
is coached by Avram Grant, who guided 
Ghana to the fi nal in 2015, then fourth 
place two years later.

Tanzania is appearing for just the third 
time.

Matches will be played in San Pedro, 
except Tanzania vs. Congo on Jan. 24.

Manchester United’s Raphael Varane, (right), challenges for the ball with Wigan Athletic’s Thelo Aasgaard during the English FA Cup third round 
soccer match between Wigan Athletic and Manchester United at the DW Stadium, Wigan, England, Monday, Jan. 8, 2024. (AP)

 Napoli’s Victor Osimhen celebrates 
after scoring during the Serie A soccer 
match between Napoli and Sampdoria 
at the Diego Maradona Stadium in Na-

ples, on June 4, 2023. (AP)

Red Devils ease through to 4th round of FA Cup

Man United blank third-tier Wigan 2-0
WIGAN, England, Jan 9, (AP): Man-
chester United avoided becoming the 
highest-profi le casualty in the third 
round of the FA Cup by easing past 
third-tier Wigan with a 2-0 win on 
Monday.

Portugal internationals Diogo 
Dalot and Bruno Fernandes - with 
a penalty - scored United’s goals at 
DW Stadium to set up a match in 
the last 32 against either Newport 
County or Eastleigh, two more low-
er-league teams.

United, which reached the FA 
Cup final last season before losing 
to Manchester City, had lost four of 
its previous six games in all compe-
titions - increasing the pressure on 
manager Erik ten Hag - but produced 
a dominant display against a team 
that was last in the Premier League 
in 2013.

That was the same year Wigan won 
the FA Cup, beating City in the title 
match in one of the competition’s biggest 
shocks.

Dalot curled in the opening goal in 
the 22nd minute, fi nding the far corner 
with a precise fi nish from the edge of 
the area. Fernandes added the second 
in the 74th after he had been tripped by 
Liam Shaw.

There have been no major shocks so 
far in the third round, though Premier 
League teams West Ham, Notting-
ham Forest and Luton were all held to 
draws at home by lower-division op-
ponents.

Man City will continue its title de-
fense with a trip to Tottenham in the 
standout match in the draw for the 
fourth round, which was made just be-
fore kickoff of the Wigan-Man United 
game.

There are three other guaranteed all-
Premier League matchups: Chelsea vs. 
Aston Villa, Fulham vs. Newcastle and 
Sheffi eld United vs. Brighton.

Wrexham, the fourth-tier Welsh club 
owned by Hollywood actors Ryan Reyn-
olds and Rob McElhenney, must travel to 
second-tier Blackburn.

4th round draw
Watford vs. Southampton
Blackburn vs. Wrexham
Bournemouth vs. Swansea
West Bromwich Albion vs. Brent-

ford or Wolverhampton
West Ham or Bristol City vs. Not-

tingham Forest or Blackpool
Leicester vs. Hull or Birmingham
Sheffi eld Wednesday vs. Coventry
Chelsea vs. Aston Villa
Ipswich vs. Maidstone United
Liverpool vs. Norwich or Bristol 

Rovers
Tottenham vs. Manchester City
Leeds vs. Plymouth Argyle
Crystal Palace or Everton vs. Luton 

or Bolton
Newport County or Eastleigh vs. 

Manchester United
Sheffi eld United vs. Brighton
Fulham vs. Newcastle

Coppin State 
takes down
Maryland-ES
BALTIMORE, Jan 9, 
(AP): Greg Spurlock had 
17 points and 12 rebounds, 
both career highs, in Coppin 
State’s 58-55 overtime vic-
tory against Maryland-East-
ern Shore on Monday night.

Ryan Archey made a 
3-pointer from the right wing 
just before the regulation 
buzzer to force overtime tied 
at 45-all. The Eagles scored 
the first eight points of over-
time on 3-pointers by Spur-
lock and Camaren Sparrow, 
and a dunk by Aa’Reyon 
Munir-Jones.

Toto Fagbenle added 
10 points while going 5 of 
7 and 0 of 3 from the free 
throw line, and he also 
had five rebounds and four 
blocks for the Eagles (2-14, 
1-1 Mid-Eastern Athletic 
Conference). Archey had 
10 points and shot 3 for 
13 (2 for 3 from 3-point 
range) and 2 of 3 from the 
free throw line. The Eagles 
broke a seven-game skid.

Dionte Johnson led the 
Hawks (4-10, 1-1) in scor-
ing, finishing with 13 points 
and five steals. Chace Davis 
and Tyler Mack each had 12 
points.

In Natchitoches, La., 
Shahada Wells had 18 
points in McNeese’s 68-59 
victory over Northwestern 
State on Monday night.

Wells also had six re-
bounds, five assists, and four 
steals for the Cowboys (13-2, 
2-0 Southland Conference). 
Antavion Collum scored 12 
points while going 3 of 7 
from the floor, including 2 
for 3 from 3-point range, and 
4 for 6 from the line. Javohn 
Garcia shot 3 for 9 (1 for 4 
from 3-point range) and 4 
of 5 from the free throw line 
to finish with 11 points. The 
Cowboys extended their win-
ning streak to eight games.

Cliff Davis finished with 
17 points and six rebounds 
for the Demons (2-13, 0-2). 
Braelon Bush added 11 
points, six rebounds and 
four assists for Northwestern 
State. Justin Wilson also had 
10 points and seven rebounds.

BASKETBALL

SOCCER

SOCCER
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Zain and KFA offi cials with the awarded players.

Zain recognizes top-performing players in Dawri 
Zain’s ‘top’ fl ight and fi rst division competitions
KUWAIT CITY, Jan 9: Continuing to 
support and encourage local athletes, 
Zain has awarded the top performing 
players in the latest rounds of Dawri 
Zain’s Premier League and First Di-
vision competitions. The recognition 
came during the special event held at 
the Zain Innovation Campus (ZINC)in 
partnership with the Kuwait Football 
Association (KFA).

In attendance were Zain Kuwait’s 
Chief Corporate Affairs and Relations 
Offi cer Waleed Al Khashti, KFA Sec-
retary-General Salah Al Qenaei, Head 
of the Technical Committee Abdulaziz 
Hamadah, along with committee mem-
bers, KFA representatives, and Zain 
offi cials. 

For the Zain Premier League, Zain 
presented the following players with 
the ‘Best Player of the Round’ award 
(KD 500): Qadisiya SC’s Khalid 
Al Rashidi (7th round), Arabi SC’s 
Bandar Al Salamah (8th round), Arabi 
SC’s Sultan Al Enzi (9th round), Ku-
wait SC’s Mohammed Daham (10th 
and 13th rounds), Fahaheel SC’s Ah-
mad Raheel (11th round), and Qadisiya 
SC’s Bader Al Mutawa (12th round). 

For the Zain First Division League, 
the company presented the follow-
ing players with the ‘Best Player of the 
Round’ award (KD 200): Sahel SC’s 
Mohammed Al Mousawi (6th round), 
Sahel SC’s Hussain Ismail (7th round), 
Tadamun SC’s Waleed Al Tourah (8th 
round), Yarmouk SC’s Abdulrahman 
Al Hussainan (9th round), and Yarmouk 
SC’s Nasser Al Failakawi (10th round). 

Before the new season’s kickoff, the 
Kuwait Football Association formed a 
special committee to outline the stand-
ards and criteria on which the prize 
winners will be selected. The commit-
tee is member-ed by former interna-
tional players and experts Abdulaziz 
Hamadah (committee head), Hamad 
Al Enzi, Ahmad Mousa, Hussain 
Hakem, and Hussain Al Mutairi. 

Zain remains a strong supporter of 
local athletes and believes that last 
season’s prizes contributed to elevat-
ing the league’s performance and qual-
ity. For this reason, the company has 
pledged not only to continue this sup-
port, but to also add new prize catego-
ries to refl ect its interest in shouldering 
the local sports sector. 

This season, Zain’s cash prizes for 
athletes in the top fl ight are as fol-
lows: Player of the Season: KD 10,000, 
Best Player in the Round: KD 500 
(per round), Season’s Top Scorer: KD 
5,000, Season’s Top Local Scorer: KD 
5000, Season’s Best Goalkeeper: KD 
5,000, Season’s Best Coach: KD 3,000, 

Recognizing Qadisiya SC’s Bader Al Mutawa.

Awarding Kuwait SC’s Mohammed Daham.

Recognizing Arabi SC’s Bandar Al Salamah.

Season’s Rising Star: KD 2,000, and 
Best Photo of Season: KD 1000. For the 
Zain First Division League, the compa-
ny also presents a newBest Player in the 
Round prize of KD 200 (per round). 

The company also presents a total 
of KD 10,000 of cash prizes to the 

winners of the fi rst three places in the 
Dawri Zain Fantasy League, the fi rst 
ever local fantasy league game. With 
this, the total of Zain’s prizes for ath-
letes and fans reaches over KD 60,000, 
the biggest prize pool in the local 
league’s history.

Kuwait secure gold, bronze at Emirates Archery League
ABU DHABI, Jan 9, (KUNA): Ku-
wait showcased exceptional prow-
ess at the UAE Archery League 
in Ras Al-Khaimah, claiming two 
medals among 170 participants. 
In a remarkable achievement, Ali 
Al-Zaid clinched the gold medal, 
while his compatriot, Bader Al-
Shelahy, secured a bronze.

The Kuwaiti athletes exhib-
ited a highly professional perfor-
mance on the global stage, stand-
ing out in a fi eld of competitors. 
Expressing his sentiments to 
KUNA, Al-Zaid emphasized that 
this accomplishment signifi cantly 
enhances Kuwait’s standing in 
the realm of professional sports 
worldwide. He extended gratitude 
to the Kuwait Shooting Club for 

their unwavering moral and fi nan-
cial support.

Obaid Al-Osaimi, Secretary 
General of the Kuwaiti and Arab 
archery federations, lauded the 
two Kuwaiti archers for their out-
standing achievement on the po-
dium. He dedicated this victory to 
the leadership and the supportive 
community of the Shooting Club.

The event, organized by the 
UAE Archery Federation in Ras 
Al-Khaimah, commenced on 
January 6, spanning two days. 
With numerous international 
archers participating, this marked 
the third stage of the 2023-2024 
Emirates Archery League.

ARCHERY

KUNA photos
Gold medalist Ali Al-Zaid on the podium.

Bronze medalist Bader Al-Shelahy with other winners and offi cials.

Pacers rally past Celtics after 
Haliburton injures hamstring

Clippers overwhelm Suns

INDIANAPOLIS, Jan 9, 
(AP): Bennedict Mathurin 
scored 26 points including 
a pair of free throws with 
0.6 seconds remaining and 
the Indiana Pacers rallied 
to beat the Boston Celtics 
133-131 on Monday night.

Mathurin was fouled by Kristaps 
Porzingis on a 3-pointer. The 
call was reviewed and upheld. 
Mathurin sank the fi rst two free 
throws and missed the third on 
purpose. He fi nished 8 of 15 from 
the fi eld, including fi ve 3-pointers, 
as Indiana split a two-game home 
series against the top team in the 
Eastern Conference.

The Pacers (21-15) played much of 
the game without All-Star point guard 
Tyrese Haliburton, who strained his 
left hamstring when he slipped and did 
the splits on a drive in the second quar-
ter. He was carried to the locker room 
by two teammates.

All-Star Jaylen Brown scored a 
season-high 40 points for the Celt-
ics (28-8), who were without leading 
scorer Jayson Tatum, sitting out with 
a left ankle sprain. Jrue Holiday scored 
21 points and Porzingis had 19 for 
Boston.

Jazz 132, Bucks 116
In Milwaukee, Jordan Clarkson and 

Lauri Markkanen had 21 points apiece 
and Utah staved off a second-half rally 
for a victory Milwaukee.

Giannis Antetokounmpo had 25 
points, 10 rebounds and 11 assists for 
the Bucks (25-12), who have lost four 
of fi ve.

John Collins, Collin Sexton and 
Keyonte George each had 19 points 
for Utah (18-20), which has won fi ve 
of its last six.

Milwaukee was without guard Da-
mian Lillard, averaging 25.1 points per 
game, who was out for personal rea-
sons. Khris Middleton added 23 points 

and Malik Beasley 17 for the Bucks.
The Bucks, who trailed 77-46 at the 

half, scored 44 points in the third quar-
ter to pull within 100-90 entering the 
fi nal period.

Bulls 119, Hornets 112, OT
In Charlotte, Coby White scored 27 

points, Andre Drummond added 21 
points and 15 rebounds and Chicago 
overcame a 39-point performance 
from Terry Rozier to beat Charlotte.

Nikola Vucevic added 21 points and 
nine rebounds in his second game back 
from an injury for the Bulls (17-21), 
who defeated the Hornets for the sec-
ond time in four nights.

Rozier had seven 3-pointers and was 
12-for-12 from the foul line for Char-
lotte (8-26), which has lost 13 of its 
last 14 games.

Miles Bridges added 24 points for 
the Hornets, who remain without three 
startes due to injuries.

Clippers 138, Suns 111
In Los Angeles, Paul George scored 

25 points, Ivica Zubac added 19 and 
Los Angeles beat Phoenix for the sec-
ond time in fi ve days.

James Harden had 19 points, seven 
rebounds and 10 assists for the Clip-
pers, who won 131-122 in Phoenix 
last Wednesday and have won six of 
seven overall. Kawhi Leonard added 
17 points.

Kevin Durant scored 20 of his 30 
points in the fi rst half for the Suns. 
Devin Booker fi nished with 20 points 
and Bradley Beal had 15 points.

Thunder 136, Wizards 128
In Washington, Shai Gilgeous-Al-

exander scored 32 points, Chet Hol-
mgren added 31 and Oklahoma City 
led most of the way in a victory over 
Washington.

Jalen Williams added 21 points and 
10 assists for the Thunder (24-11), 
who avoided a third loss following de-
feats at Atlanta and Brooklyn to begin 
a four-game road trip.

Holmgren spearheaded that effort, 

Utah Jazz’s Collin Sexton tries to 
get past Milwaukee Bucks’ Khris 
Middleton during the second half of 
an NBA basketball game, in Milwau-
kee. The Jazz won 132-116. (AP)

Qayed Al-Adwani displays a picked team during the draw.

Al-Jahra and Al-Shabab absent

Draw sets stage for intense season
By Khaled El Anzi

Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 9: The draw for 
the upcoming sports season 2023-2024 
General Handball League Champi-
onship took place at the Federation 
headquarters in Daiya. The event was 
attended by Secretary Qaid Al-Adwani 
and representatives from 10 clubs out 
of the 14 participating in the league 
this season. Notably, Al-Jahra and Al-
Shabab will be absent, prompting the 
Federation to implement a modifi ed 
league system for this season.

Scheduled to commence on Febru-
ary 6th, the tournament will feature 
two sections. The fi rst section adopts 
a “one-round league” merger system 
among the 14 clubs. Following this 

stage, the top 6 clubs, determined by 
points from the initial section, will 
advance to the Premier League. The 
Premier League will then be played in 
two sections, “home and away.” The 
team securing the highest points in the 
fi rst round will clinch the league title. 
Simultaneously, the remaining 8 teams 
in the fi rst division will engage in a 
single round to establish rankings from 
seventh to fourteenth.

Participating clubs in the league in-
clude Al-Kuwait, Kazma, Al-Salmiya, 
Al-Qadisiya, Al-Arabi, Fahaheel, Bur-
gan, Al-Qurain, Yarmouk, Sulaibikhat, 
Khaitan, Al-Tadamon, Al-Nasr, and 
Al-Sahel.

The draw revealed compelling 
match-ups in the fi rst round of the Hand 
Combined League, such as Kuwait 
versus Al-Arabi, Kazma against Al-
Qadisiya, Al-Nasr versus Sulaibikhat, 
Al-Salmiya facing Yarmouk, Burgan 
challenging Al-Qurain, Khaitan meet-
ing Al-Sahel, and Al-Tadamon taking 
on Al-Fahaheel.

The handball season will kick off 
with the “Super” tournament on Feb-
ruary 3rd and 4th, featuring a knockout 
system based on the results and stand-
ings from the previous season’s tour-
naments. Four teams – Al-Kuwait, the 
league and Federation Cup champion, 
Al-Qadisiya, the runner-up, Burgan, 
the Federation Cup runner-up, and Ka-
zma, the third-place fi nisher in the cup 
– will participate in the tournament.

HANDBALL

BASKETBALL

Kuwaitis set to
make a splash
KUWAIT CITY, Jan 9, (KUNA): 
The Kuwaiti national swimming team 
is gearing up for the second Arab 
junior championship, commencing 
Wednesday in Doha, Qatar. With 
signifi cant participation and antici-
pated fi erce competitions spanning 
six days, the team is set to compete in 
the 13-14 and 15-16 age categories.

Faisal Abu Al-Hassan, the head of 
the delegation and a member of the 
Board of Directors of the Kuwait 
Aquatics Federation, shared with Ku-
wait News Agency (KUNA) before 

their departure that a total of nine 
swimmers would represent Kuwait 
in the tournament. He mentioned that 
the competition also includes the 17-
18 age category.

The participating swimmers, in-
cluding Mohammad Zabid, Has-
san Jaafar, Hamad Al-Ghaith, Saud 
Al-Enezi, Abdullah Ahmad, Hassan 
Zaid, and Hamoud Al-Hamoud, along 
with Saba Ahmad under the guidance 
of Kuwaiti coaches Mohammed Jas-
sem and Simone Testasca, the coach 
of the Kuwaiti Italian team, are 
geared up for the championship.

Abu Al-Hassan highlighted the 
team’s thorough preparation through 
daily training in the lead-up to the 
tournament, expressing optimism for 
their success and hoping for com-
mendable results in the upcoming 
competition.

SWIMMING

making 11 of 14 shots and going 4 of 5 
from beyond the arc.

Jordan Poole scored 24 points, and 
Kyle Kuzma added 22 points and 
grabbed 15 rebounds for Washington 
(6-30).

Heat 120, Rockets 113
In Miami, Tyler Herro scored 28 

points, Bam Adebayo fi nished with 
22 points and 12 rebounds, and Miami 
topped Houston.

Kevin Love scored 15 points for 
Miami (21-15), while Duncan Robin-
son and Jaime Jaquez Jr. each had 14 
for the Heat. Josh Richardson fi nished 
with 12 for Miami. Adebayo had 10 of 
his points in the fourth quarter.
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SportsMichigan head coach Jim Harbaugh cel-
ebrates with the trophy after their win in 
the national championship NCAA College 
Football Playoff game against Washing-
ton in Houston. (AP)

Harbaugh delivers national title as
Michigan overpowers Washington

Corum scores 2 TDs

HOUSTON, Jan 9 (AP): 
Jim Harbaugh raised the 
championship trophy as 
gold and white confetti 
sprayed over his team and 
“We Are the Champions” 
blared.

Nine years after he took over at 
Michigan, Harbaugh delivered on 
the lofty expectations he brought 
with him to his beloved alma ma-
ter.

Blake Corum ran for 134 yards 
and two fourth-quarter touchdowns 
as Harbaugh and the top-ranked Wol-
verines - undeterred by suspensions 
and a sign-stealing case that shadowed 
the program - completed a three-year 
surge to a national title by beating No. 
2 Washington 34-13 Monday night in 
the College Football Playoff.

“We’re innocent and we stood 
strong and tall because we knew we 
were innocent. And I’d like to point 
that out,” Harbaugh said when asked 
about off-fi eld issues, jumping in to 
answer a question posed to his play-
ers. “And these guys are innocent. And 
overcome that? It wasn’t that hard be-
cause we knew we were innocent.

The Wolverines (15-0) sealed their 
fi rst national title since 1997 when Co-
rum, who scored the winning touch-

down in overtime against Alabama 
in the Rose Bowl, blasted in from the 
1-yard line with 3:37 left to put Michi-
gan up by 21 and set off another rous-
ing rendition of “The Victors” from 
the band.

After a third consecutive playoff ap-
pearance, Harbaugh won the champi-
onship so many expected when he took 
over a struggling powerhouse in 2015 
- despite missing six regular-season 
games this season while serving two 
suspensions.

And Harbaugh did it with a team his 
old coach, Bo Schembechler, would 
have adored. The Wolverines ran for 
303 yards against Washington (14-1), 
and their rugged defense held Michael 
Penix Jr. and the Huskies’ prolifi c 
passing game to just one touchdown 
while intercepting the Heisman Tro-
phy runner-up twice.

Penix’s remarkable six-year college 
career ended with maybe his worst 
performance of the season. Usually 
unfazed by pressure, Penix was not 
nearly as precise against a Michigan 
defense that took away his signature 
deep throws.

The Indiana transfer who came 
back from two knee surgeries and 
two shoulder injuries was roughed up 
by the Wolverines, limping at times, 
stepped on another time.

Asked how he was feeling, Penix 
said, still undaunted: “Better than I 
was three years ago.”

Penix fi nished 27 for 51 for 255 yards 
and a touchdown as the Huskies had 
their 21-game winning streak snapped.

“They’ve given me everything they 
possible can,” coach Kalen DeBoer 
said of a group of players who went 
4-8 just two seasons ago and 25-3 
since he took over in 2022.

Boniface ruled out of Africa Cup
LEVERKUSEN, Jan 9, (AP): Nige-
ria forward Victor Boniface has been 
ruled out of the Africa Cup of Nations 
with a thigh injury and has already re-
turned to Germany.

His club Bayer Leverkusen said 
Tuesday that Boniface suffered “a 
muscle and tendon injury in his right 
adductor during the Nigerians’ training 
camp in Dubai”, and that the 23-year-
old forward will need surgery. 

Nigeria could call up Nice forward 
Terem Moffi  in his place for the tour-
nament in Ivory Coast that starts on 
Saturday. Leverkusen expects he can 
return to its squad in April.

Boniface had been expected to make 
an impact at the tournament after start-
ing the season with 16 goals in 21 
games for Leverkusen, but he missed 
Nigeria’s 2-0 loss to Guinea in a war-
mup match in Abu Dhabi on Monday.

The technical staff meeting with fencers before their training. 

FOOTBALL Kuwait fencing teams gear up for Asian 
Championship with ‘intensive’ training

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 9: The train-
ing sessions for the junior and junior 
fencing teams commenced under the 
guidance of the technical staff, led 
by national coach Saud Al-Zamil, 
Senegalese coach Baba Toure, and 
technical director Tariq Mahdi. The 
training took place at Al-Ittihad Hall 
in Daiya, with the participation of 25 
male and female players. The train-

ing is in preparation for the upcoming 
Asian Championship (men - women), 
scheduled to be held in the Bahraini 
capital, Manama, from February 16 
to 25. Prior to the championship, the 
teams will undergo a 17-day training 
camp in Budapest, Hungary.

The Secretary and Chairman of the 
National Teams Committee of the 
Kuwaiti Fencing Federation, Hamad 
Al-Awadhi, attended the training and 
encouraged the players to commit to 
their daily training routines, emphasiz-
ing the need to elevate their technical 

skills. He urged them to represent Ku-
wait honorably, raise the Kuwaiti fl ag 
high in the Asian Forum, and aim for 
podium fi nishes. Al-Awadhi assured 
full support for all team members dur-
ing the Asian Championship.

Al-Awadhi expressed gratitude to 
the General Sports Authority, led by 
Director General Yousef Al-Baidan, 
for their substantial support. He recog-
nized the efforts of Deputy Director-
General Faisal Al-Yateem, Deputy 
Director-General Bashar Abdullah, 
and Director Khalifa Al-Tararwa for 
their contributions to facilitating ad-
ministrative and fi nancial procedures 
for the Fencing Federation.

Highlighting the commitment of 
Al-Baidan in overcoming obstacles, 
Al-Awadhi emphasized the pivotal 
role of the General Sports Author-
ity in enhancing Kuwait’s sports 
achievements both domestically and 
internationally. He underscored the 
authority’s crucial role in advanc-
ing Kuwaiti sports, aligning with the 
aspirations and capabilities of the 
country’s sports youth.

Mallorca’s Giovanni Gonzalez tries to reach Real Madrid’s Jude Belling-
ham during the Spanish La Liga soccer match between Real Madrid and 

Mallorca at the Santiago Bernabeu stadium in Madrid, Spain. (AP)

Kuwait triumph with gold and silver at 
Doha Int’l Arabian Horse Beauty Show
DOHA, Jan 9, (KUNA): Kuwaiti 
stables achieved remarkable suc-
cess at the third Doha International 
Arabian Horse and Horses’ Beauty 
Show 2024, securing two gold med-
als and one silver.

The foal one-year-old category wit-
nessed victory as MHS SORA from 

Al-Khashab stable clinched the gold 
medals. In the stud category, a horse 
from Al-Bashir stable added to Ku-
wait’s triumph by winning the gold 
medal. The foal category age two to 
three saw Shurai’an and Al-Rasman 
stable’s horse securing a commend-
able second place and the silver medal.

Dr. Abdulaziz Al-Shurai’an, head 
of Al-Shurai’an and Rasman stable, 
expressed satisfaction with Kuwaiti 
participants’ outstanding perfor-
mance in this year’s competition, 
which concluded recently. He em-

phasized the importance of the Doha 
International Arabian Horse and 
Horses’ Beauty Show in preserv-
ing the tradition of horse breeding, 
highlighting Kuwait’s prominent 
position among the world’s leading 
horse breeders.

The third edition of the Doha 
International Arabian Horse and 
Beauty Show 2024 commenced last 
Friday, featuring participation from 
stables representing Kuwait, Saudi 
Arabia, Bahrain, Egypt, Jordan, and 
the host country, Qatar.

EQUESTRIAN

Barcelona arrive at this year’s tournament under pressure

Real and Atletico kickoff Spanish Super Cup in Saudi Arabia
MADRID, Jan 9, (AP): With Real 
Madrid enjoying good momentum and 
Atletico Madrid on a bit of a slump, 
the city rivals meet in the semifi nal of 
the Spanish Super Cup in Saudi Ara-
bia on Wednesday in the fi rst of three 
matches between the clubs in less than 
a month.

After the Super Cup, Madrid and 
Atletico will clash again on Jan. 18 
in the round of 16 of the Copa del 
Rey, and then on Feb. 4 at the Santi-
ago Bernabéu Stadium in their second 
Spanish league match of the season.

Madrid have won their last fi ve 
games in all competitions and are en-
joying an unbeaten run of 19 consecu-
tive matches. The team’s only loss this 
season came against Atletico in the 
Spanish league, 3-1 at the Metropoli-
tano stadium, which is where the Co-
pa’s single-elimination game will take 
place next week.

It’s also where Atletico won 20 in 
a row across all competitions to tie a 
club record in a streak that ended with 
a 3-3 draw against Getafe in the Span-
ish league in December.

Diego Simeone’s team went on a 
strong run after that home win against 
Madrid, advancing to the knockout 
rounds of the Champions League and 
getting near the top of the Spanish 

league. But they have hit some speed-
bumps recently, winning only two of 
their last fi ve matches in all competi-
tions.

One of their two recent losses came 
at Girona, the second-place team at the 
league’s halfway point. The 4-3 defeat 
dropped Atletico 
to fi fth place, out-
side the Cham-
pions League 
places.They sit 
10 points behind 
leaders Madrid.

Atletico and 
Madrid also met 
in the 2020 fi nal, 
with Madrid win-
ning on penalties 
in what marked 
the fi rst time the 
Super Cup was taken to Saudi Arabia in 
a lucrative multi-year deal for the clubs 
and the Spanish soccer federation.

The Super Cup’s new “fi nal four” 
format pits together the top two teams 
in the Spanish league last season and 
the last two Copa del Rey fi nalists.

The other semifi nal will be played 
on Thursday between Barcelona and 
Osasuna, last season’s runners-up to 
Madrid in the Copa del Rey.

Atletico forward Antoine Griez-

mann enters the game tied with Luis 
Aragonés as the club’s all-time top 
scorer with 173 goals. 

Madrid remain without some of 
their main players because of long-
term injuries, including goalkeeper 
Thibaut Courtois and central defenders 
Éder Militão and David Alaba. Young 
Turkey international Arda Güler made 
his debut in a Copa del Rey match this 
past weekend and could have more 
minutes in Saudi Arabia. Vinícius 

Júnior, Rodrygo and Jude Bellingham 
are set to lead Madrid’s attack.

Barcelona beat Madrid in last year’s 
Super Cup fi nal to win their fi rst title 
since the arrival of coach Xavi Hernán-
dez and the departure of Lionel Messi.

Barcelona arrive at this year’s tour-
nament under pressure after a series of 
lackluster performances that recently 
drew jeers from their home fans.

The Catalan club edged fourth-di-
vision club Barbastro 3-2 in the third 
round of the Copa del Rey on Sunday. 
They were coming off hard-fought 
wins against last-place Almeria and 
midtable Las Palmas in the Spanish 
league, and before that they hadn’t 

won in three straight games in all com-
petitions.

Barcelona is third in the Spanish 
league, seven points behind Madrid 
and Girona.

Osasuna, the surprise Copa fi nalists 
last season, also arrives at the Super 
Cup having struggled recently. 

SOCCER

Xavi

FENCING

McCarthy had a modest game, 
throwing for 140 yards and running 
for 31. But it was enough for him to 
improve to 27-1 as a starter for the 
Wolverines.

Michigan gave Washington a taste 
of life in the Big Ten, where the Pac-
12 champions are heading next season, 
and the Huskies were up for the grind 
for a while.

Two long touchdown runs by Dono-

van Edwards and 229 yards rushing in 
the fi rst quarter put the Wolverines up 
17-3 early in the second and conjured 
up memories of last year’s historic 
Georgia blowout of TCU.

Washington stabilized and didn’t 
allow the Wolverines another point in 
the fi rst half. After the Huskies stopped 
Michigan on a fourth-and-2 from the 
UW 38 with 4:46 left in the second 
quarter, Penix went to work.

Unprecedented rift

Al-Qadisiya clash with KFA over players release
By Khaled El Anzi

Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 9: In an unprec-
edented move, Al-Qadisiya Club has 
triggered a dispute with the Football 
Association by refusing to release nine 
of its players for inclusion in both the 
national team and Olympic team dur-
ing the current preparation period.

The club, in a letter sent to the Foot-
ball Association, cited a lack of com-
munication and formal summoning of 
the players within the specifi ed period, 
as outlined in international regulations 
for player status. Al-Qadisiya asserted 

its right to withhold players, citing Ar-
ticle 1, Paragraph 2 of the Appendix on 
the International Status and Transfer of 
Players.

The letter concluded by expressing 
apologies for the inability to release 
players, citing the team’s need for their 
efforts in future competitions.

The Football Association expressed 
surprise at Al-Qadisiya’s refusal, es-
pecially given the suspension of local 
competitions. The national team is 
gearing up for matches against Qatar, 
while the Olympic team is preparing 
for the Asian Cup fi nals in Qatar. 

Despite this rift, the national teams 
have proceeded with their prepara-
tions. The Blue delegation, led by Por-

tuguese coach Rui Pinto, includes fi ve 
players from Al-Qadisiya. Meanwhile, 
the Olympic team, coached by Emilio 
Peixe, selected four players from the 
club.

The standoff raises concerns for the 
players, particularly the younger ones 
aspiring to represent their country. It 
also poses challenges for the teams, 
with potential repercussions on perfor-
mance and overall team dynamics.

Amid the crisis, the technical staff 
may limit the Cairo camp to 18 play-
ers, foregoing alternative options. 
Notable inclusions in Pinto’s selec-
tions are Suleiman Bouramia, Khaled 
Al-Ajaji, Othman Al-Shammari, and 
Abdul Mohsen Al-Ajmi. Returnees to 
the national team include Muhammad 
Al-Huwaidi, along with new faces like 
Abdul Rahman Kamil, Sami Al-Sanea, 
Fahd Al-Hajri, and others.

Ali Jaragh – one of the players affected by Al-Qadisiya’s decision.

SOCCER
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