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of Chinese President Xi Jinping.

Crown Prince Diwan photo

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah arrives in China to attend the opening ceremony of the 19th Asian Olympic Games at the invitation

0 leadership ...

‘Whenever he pronounces it,
he pronounces it crookedly’

By Ahmed Al-Jarallah
Editor-in-Chief, the Arab Times

THERE is a Kuwaiti proverb “When-
ever he pronounces it, he pronounces it
crookedly”, which means that all moves
that are taken are wrong, and they can
safely be applied to the executive au-
thority of Kuwait, where its worseness
manifests itself in politics and economy.

There is not a single problem that
the country faces that is not addressed
poorly, either in terms of the relation-
ship between the two authorities - the
legislative and the executive - or in the
administrative decisions that caused
an increase in inflation and confusion
in institutions, in addition to the frus-
trations in the management of major
projects, and many other things that the
country suffers from.

In fact, Kuwaitis do not know who is
making these decisions that worsen the
financial and economic situation, as well
as the social situation, which is in turn
reflected in the political situation.

This has clearly manifested itself
that it is managed by some parliamen-
tarians, parliamentary committees, in-
fluential people, and stakeholders who
put their interests ahead of the coun-
try’s supreme interest.

On the other hand, you hear nothing
but sayings that indicate failure, includ-
ing “all is well” or “we are different”.
Whoever seeks to advise officials will
find someone telling them, “Don’t wor-
ry about it... This is a joke”, while peo-
ple’s complaints about the poor living
and economic situation increase daily,
but on deaf ears.

Today, those owning a plot are
screaming about the high wages of
workers, which has increased from KD
7 to KD 30.

This is the tip of the iceberg of prob-
lems facing small or large projects, be-
cause there is an employee who issued a
decision according to which he prevent-
ed residents who have reached the age of
sixty from renewing their residency.

When the Public Authority for Man-
power came out to sugarcoat that deci-
sion, it issued a worst one, as it imposed
annual fees of about KD 900 on those
who wish to renew their residency.

New conditions were placed on
workers coming from abroad. This will
undoubtedly add to the cost of urban
projects or other craft work, to the point
that Kuwaitis have to now wait more
than two months for a dishdasha to be
stitched and so on, from the simplest to
the biggest problems.

When we say that expatriate workers
are an added value to the national prod-

uct, we are not exaggerating.

For instance, the United Arab Emir-
ates has about two million citizens, and
more than nine million residents, who
are the ones who build major projects,
roads, bridges, and infrastructure. They
are the ones who occupy the markets
and increase consumption.

This also applies to Qatar, the King-
dom of Saudi Arabia, Oman, and Bah-
rain. None of them announced that
anyone who wants to visit them must
have a university degree, and meet
other conditions that do not exist in any
country in the world except Kuwait.

Capricious decisions continue to
harm Kuwait in light of the lack of
awareness of what could serve the
country, the latest of which was caused
by mismanagement of the university,
and the creation of a crisis, protests
and sit-ins. This was also seen in the
Directorate General for Civil Aviation,
and by workers of cleaning companies,
employees of the Ministry of Electric-
ity and Water, and many other protests.

It is true that there is a deep state that
controls the institution. Because there
is no one to thwart its actions, it con-
tinues to mess around. Because nature
does not accept a vacuum, and as long
as there is an absence of administration,
there will be those who benefit from
that, use the institutions for their ben-
efit, and tamper with the social, eco-
nomic and even political and security
aspects of the country.

A few days ago, the Minister of
Finance announced more than once
his intention to increase the fees for
some services. This is good. However,
he must first consider imposing taxes
on those with high incomes, and not
spread this increase to all people, as
those with low salaries are groaning
from the poor living conditions, loans
are inflaming the backs of citizens, and
inflation is crushing everyone.

All of this is due to the absence of
an executive administration that serves
the interests of the state, because the
matter has been left to the profiteers.
Therefore, the state’s institutions are
worn out, and they are on the verge of
becoming a place where everyone does
whatever they want.

Email: ahmed@aljarallah.com
Follow me on:

ahmedaljarallah@gmail.com

Palestine key to ties with Israel: MbS

We’ll get nukes as soon as Iran
does, says Saudi Crown Prince

WASHINGTON, Sept 21, (Agencies): Saudi
Crown Prince Mohammad bin Salman stated
that should Iran ever obtain a nuclear weap-
on, Saudi Arabia would “have to get one, for
security reasons, for balancing power.”

“We are concerned if any country getting
a nuclear weapon; that’s a bad, that’s a bad
move. They don’t need to get nuclear weap-
on because you cannot use it,” he said in an
exclusive interview with the US Fox News
network on Wednesday.

“Any country use a nuclear weapon that
means they are having a war with the rest
of the world,” he said, noting that the world
cannot see another Hiroshima.

“If the world sees 100,000 people dead
that means you are in a war with the rest of
the world.

“So to use this effort to reach a nuclear
weapon because you cannot use it if you use
it, you got to have a big fight with the rest of
the world,” the Crown Prince argued.

Regarding the normalization of Saudi-
Iranian relations, he said there are some ob-
stacles and both sides are working to resolve
them.

“We do our utmost (to normalize rela-
tions) and we see that the Iranians take the
matter seriously. They do their best and
that is why we continue the march,” he ex-
plained.

In last March, Saudi Arabia and Iran
reached a deal on restoring their diplomatic
relations and reopening of their embassies in
one another within two-month time.

On Israel, Saudi Crown Prince Moham-
mad bin Salman affirmed that his country is
getting closer to normalization of relations
with Israel.

In an exclusive interview with the US Fox
News network on Wednesday, he refuted
reports that Saudi Arabia had paused nego-
tiations.

“Every day we get closer, it seems it’s for
the first time real one serious. We get to see
how it goes,” he stated.

The Crown Prince insisted that his coun-
try could work with Israel, no matter who is
in charge, calling the deal “the biggest his-
torical deal since the end of the Cold War,”
which he stated would rest upon agreements

related to the treatment of the Palestinians.

“If we have a breakthrough of reaching
a deal that give the Palestinians their needs
and make the region calm, we’re going to
work with whoever is there,” he said.

Reiterating that he could not go into great-
er detail, he said that he wanted to see “a
good life for the Palestinians.”

The interview aired shortly after US
President Joe Biden
met with Israeli Prime

Minister ~ Benjamin
Netanyahu while both
were in New York

for the meeting of
the U.N. General As-
sembly. Biden raised
concerns about the
far-right Israeli gov-
ernment’s  treatment
of the Palestinians and
urged Netanyahu to
take steps to improve conditions in the West
Bank at a time of heightened violence in the
occupied territory.

Netanyahu’s office said the meeting
“mostly dealt with ways to establish an his-
toric peace agreement between Israel and
Saudi Arabia, which could greatly advance
an end to the Arab-Israeli conflict and fa-
cilitate the establishment of an economic
corridor to link Asia, the Middle East and
Europe.”

Asked during the interview about work-
ing with someone as conservative as Netan-
yahu, the Crown Prince said: “If we have a
breakthrough, reaching a deal that gives the
Palestinians their needs and (making) the
region calm, we’ve got to work with who-
ever’s there.”

National Security Council spokesman
John Kirby told reporters before the inter-
view was shown that it was best for the lead-
ers of Israel and Saudi Arabia “to speak to
how close they think they are, and where
they think they are” in the process.

“Obviously, we encourage normaliza-
tion. We think it’s good not just for Israel
and Saudi Arabia, we think it’s good for the
whole region,” Kirby said.

Prince Salman

PM Diwan photo
Kuwait Amir’s Representative meets Iraqi
PM in New York.

Sovereignty affirmed

NEW YORK, Sept 21, (KUNA): Kuwait
Deputy Foreign Minister Ambassador Sheikh
Jarrah Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah has af-
firmed states’ sovereignty, independence and
territorial sanctity.

He has also asserted non-intervention in
states’ domestic affairs, resolving conflicts
peacefully and abstaining from usage of force,
peoples’ right to self determination, bolstering
and encouraging respect for human rights.

The Kuwaiti deputy foreign minister was
speaking during the UN Security Council ses-
sion on safeguarding global peace, held on
margins of the 78th UN General Assembly
session in New York.

Continued on Page 4

Kuwait, China in parallel plans

KUWAIT CITY, Sept 21, (KUNA): His
Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah arrived at
Hangzhou Xiaoshan International Airport
in Hangzhou city, Zhejiang province, east
China, to attend the opening ceremony of
the 19th Asian Olympic Games at the invi-

tation of Chinese President Xi Jinping.

His Highness the Crown Prince was welcomed by Chi-
nese Minister of Transportation Li Xiaopeng, Chairwoman
of Zhejiang Provincial Committee of the Chinese People’s
Political Consultative Conference (CPPCC) Huang Lixin,
head of the accompanying honorary mission and Ambas-
sador to Kuwait Zhang Jianwei, and, from the Kuwaiti
side, Assistant Foreign Minister for Asia Affairs Sameeh
Jowhar Hayat, Ambassador to China Jassem Ibrahim Al-
Najem, Consul General in Shanghai Mishal Mutafa Al-
Shimali, Consul General in Guangzhou Abdullah Al-Turki,
and Consul General in Hong Kong Nasser Saqr, as well as
heads of the offices of the Embassy in Beijing.

Meanwhile, Kuwait’s Vision 2035 economic diversification
plan and China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) infrastructure
project are intertwined in the sense that the strategies reflect
deepening bilateral relations, besides common ambitions for
national prosperity.

Given its strategic location in the Gulf Arab region, Kuwait
has long shared a historic relationship with the world’s second
most populous nation, having been the first Gulf Arab coun-
try to establish diplomatic relations with Beijing, which com-
menced in earnest back in March of 1971.

Kuwait has always given the lion’s share of precedence to
China in terms of its diplomatic relations with Eastern Asia,
as evidenced by the increasing exchange of high-profile visits
between both sides that has given impetus to an improvement
in relations, mainly in economic cooperation.

Trade ties between Kuwait and China have been on an up-
ward trajectory since 1982, while no Arab nation has given
more soft loans to Beijing more than Kuwait, in addition to
a pivotal memorandum of understanding in 2014 that aimed
to pave the way for Kuwaiti ambitions to morph into a global
financial and trade hub.

China’s BRI infrastructure plan and Kuwait’s 2035 eco-
nomic diversification plan draw parallels in their common aim
to form a vibrant global trade zone that will bode well for the
global economy, while Kuwaiti-Sino cooperation to tame the
COVID pandemic is one of many instances of solidarity be-
tween the two countries.

In July of 2018, Kuwait’s late Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ah-
mad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah visited Beijing in an event that was
a catalyst for greater bilateral relations, one which yielded a
number of significant bilateral deals, the bulk of which re-
volved around economic cooperation.

Continued on Page 4

Newswatch

RABAT: Morocco announced Wednesday a USD 11.7 billion-
worth project to restore and rebuild buildings and infrastruc-
ture damaged by the recent powerful earthquake that the jolted
the North African country.

In a statement, the Moroccan Royal Court stated that the
project was approved today in a meeting headed by King
Mohammed VI and attended by Prime Minister Aziz Akhan-
nouch and several state civilian and military officials.

It pointed out that 4.2 million people would benefit from the
project which covers five affected provinces.

The statement expected that the project would be executed
in five years. (KUNA)

g a4

DUBAI: 1ran’s parliament on Wednesday approved a bill to im-
pose heavier penalties on women who refuse to wear the manda-
tory Islamic headscarf in public and those who support them.

The move came just days after the anniversary of the death
of Mahsa Amini, a 22-year-old woman who had been detained
by the morality police for violating the country’s dress code.
Her death in custody ignited months of protests in which many
called for the overthrow of Iran’s theocracy.

The bill also extends punishments to business owners who
serve women not wearing the mandatory headscarf, known as
hijab, and activists who organize against it. Violators could
face up to 10 years in prison if the offense occurs in an organ-
ized way. (AP)

g Qa Q

BEWJING: Syrian President Bashar Assad arrived in China
on Thursday on his first visit to the country since the start of
Syria’s 12-year conflict, one in which Beijing has been one of
his main backers.

China’s Foreign Ministry said Assad would join other for-
eign leaders attending the opening ceremony of the Asian
Games, an international sports event beginning Saturday in the
eastern city of Hangzhou.

China has been expanding its reach in the Middle East after
mediating a deal in March between Saudi Arabia and Iran,
and it continues to support Assad in the Syrian conflict, which
has killed half a million people and left large parts of the nation
in ruins. (AP)

g a Q

RABAT: The Islamic World Educational, Scientific and Cul-
tural Organization (ICESCO) on Wednesday called for greater
efforts to protect youngsters from extremism, drawing a link
between such measures and sustainable development plans.

At a time where the world is plagued by a multitude of con-
flicts, effort to ensure “peaceful co-existence” have become a
dire necessity on individual and collective levels, according to
an ICESCO statement.

The success of such measures largely hinges on “novel ini-
tiatives and diligence,” added the statement, underlining the
significance of these efforts in ensuring a brighter and more
prosperous future. (KUNA)

Day hy Day

The con artist, who deceived people by stealing the air-
plane, apartments, homes and the trust of those who
believed in him, is inching closer to justice. People are
now familiar of how he lied to them and forged their sig-
natures.

He and his partners in crime will soon face legal con-
sequences for their breach of trust, theft, embezzlement,
and manipulation of unsuspecting victims. It's a difficult
situation for this criminal and his family as they confront
the impending prison sentences; his attempts to escape
will prove futile.

Indeed, he manipulated and tricked people, but the
truth came to light. It is said the law does not favor de-
ceit, no matter how crafty the deceivers may be. The law,
regardless of their cunning, remains more powerful than
those who attempt to exploit it.

... Yet tomorrow is another day.

Zahed Matar



Prayer Timings
Fajr ........ 04:16  Asr.......... 15:08
Sunrise .. 05:35 Maghrib ..17:47
Zohr....... 11:41  Isha ........ 19:03

24 hours:

clouds will appear.

Expected weather for the next

By Day: Hot with light to mod-
erate northwesterly wind to light
variable wind with speeds of
08-35 km/h and some scattered
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Weather

By Night: Rather hot to mild Kuwait Airport 44 24
with light to moderate northwest-  Abdaly 44 25
erly wind to light variable wind Jahra 44 27
with speeds of 06-28 km/h and Salmiyah 41 32
some high clouds will appear. Ahmadi 39 33
Station MaxExp MinRec Nuwaisib 41 26
Kuwait City 44 33 Wafra 44 25
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Kuwalit leadership congratulates as Armenia, Malta, Belize mark National Day

KUWAIT CITY, Sept 21, (KUNA): His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf

Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah sent on Thursday a cable of congratulations
to the President of Armenia Vahagn Khachaturyan on his country’s na-

tional day.

His Highness the Amir wished him everlasting health and wellness, and
further progress and prosperity to his country and people.

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah sent on Thursday a cable of congratulations to the President of Ar-
menia Vahagn Khachaturyan on his country’s national day.

In the cable, His Highness the Crown Prince wished him and his people
everlasting health and further progress and prosperity.

His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Ahmad Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-
Sabah sent on Thursday a cable of congratulations to the President of Ar-
menia Vahagn Khachaturyan on his country’s national day.

National Assembly Speaker Ahmad Al-Sa’adoun on Thursday addressed
a cable of congratulations to his Armenian counterpart Alen Simonyan on

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah sent
on Thursday a cable to the President of Malta Dr. George Vella, congratu-
lating him on his country’s National Day.

In the cable, His Highness the Amir wished him everlasting health
and wellness, and further progress and prosperity to his country and
people.

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah sent a cable on Thursday to the President of Malta Dr. George Vella,
congratulating him on his country’s National Day.

In the cable, His Highness the Crown Prince wished him and his people
everlasting health and further progress and prosperity.

His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Ahmad Al-Nawaf Al-Ahmad
Al-Sabah sent on Thursday a cable to the President of Malta Dr. George

his country’s national day.

Malta Nat’l Day

MPs up in arms against ‘Jazeera’

Minister queried on oversight capacity of KAC

By Saeed Mahmoud Saleh
Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Sept 21: MP Fares Al-Otaibi asked
Minister of Public Works Amani Bugamaz about the
plan to repair the roads in Yarmouk, including the

dates of starting and completing the repair works.

He wants to know the budget allocated for paving roads in Yar-
mouk and Kuwait City, percentage of the budget that has been spent
so far, and date of the last road maintenance works in Yarmouk.

Kuwaitis abroad not covered
by ‘Cascade’ system — envoy

KUWAIT CITY, Sept 21: The Spanish
Ambassador to Kuwait HE Miguel Aguilar,
announced that the consular division at the
Spanish Embassy has issued approximately
24,000 visas from the start of 2023 to mid-
September, reports Al-Rai daily.

He highlighted that over 300 Kuwaitis
applied for the visa after the approval of the
“Cascade” system for Kuwaitis, benefiting
from the “Schengen” visa allowing multiple
travels.

The Spanish envoy clarified to avail the

advantage of a S5-year visa, the passport
must have a validity of more than 5 years,
and the applicant must be a resident of Ku-
wait.

On the other hand, diplomatic sources
affirmed that one of the prerequisites for
obtaining a five-year Schengen visa, a long-
term option now accessible to Kuwaitis, is
to apply through the embassies of Schengen
countries in Kuwait. They noted that Ku-
waitis residing outside Kuwait do not meet
the criteria for this system.

Slight dip, but still remains hot

KUWAIT CITY, Sept 21, (KUNA):
Weather in Kuwait is forcast over the
weekend to remain hot but moderate at
night time, exceeding the 45 degrees level
at day times.

Director of the meteorology department,
Abdulaziz Al-Qarawi, said in a statement to
KUNA on Thursday that the Indian season-
al low depression would continue to grip

the country, coupled with hot air blows.

On Thursday the heat would range be-
tween 43 and 45 degrees in the day and
would fall to 25-30 degrees level at night.
On Friday, daytime temperature will be be-
tween 44 and 46 degrees and drops to the
26-30 degrees level at night.

On Saturday, maximum heat will be 46
degrees and drops at night to 27 degrees.

Constitution Day, National Day marked

‘Nepal-Kuwalt relations strong’

By Mohammad Ghanem
Al-Seyassah Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Sept 21: The Chargé
d’Affaires of the Embassy of Nepal in Ku-
wait Sujani Rana affirmed that the relations
with Kuwait have expanded significantly
for the mutual benefit of the two countries.

In a statement issued during the embas-
sy’s celebration of the 9th Constitution Day
and National Day of Nepal in the presence
of Assistant Foreign Minister for Protocol
Affairs Nabil Al-Dakhil, she said, “Last
year, we celebrated the 50th anniversary
of our relations. Throughout these years,
this relationship developed on the basis of
friendship, coopera-
tion and mutual re-
spect. The exchange
of visits at various
levels contributed to
strengthening  bilat-
eral relations.

“Nepal has al- [
ways supported Ku-
wait’s  sovereignty,
independence  and
territorial  integrity,
and Kuwait supports
Nepal by providing
technical, financial and humanitarian assis-
tance at various levels.

“Nepal and Kuwait are working closely
in various regional and international fo-
rums, such as the United Nations and the
Asian Cooperation Dialogue, on issues of
common interest.

“Relations have strengthened between the
two countries with the operation of direct
flights between Kuwait and the two main cit-
ies in Nepal - Kathmandu and Bhairahawa.”

She expressed her sincere appreciation
and gratitude to the State of Kuwait for
hosting more than 96,000 Nepalis, affirm-
ing that Nepali citizens who work in Kuwait
help strengthen relations at the people-to-
people level.

Rana said, “Nepal and Kuwait have tre-
mendous potential to expand our relations
in areas such as trade, tourism, investment
and employment.

“The government of Nepal is implement-
ing some major projects with the assistance
of Kuwait, specifically through the Kuwait
Fund for Arab Economic Development.
We expect more areas of cooperation in the
coming days.

“Nepal is a land of opportunities for
investors. It pursues a liberal foreign in-
vestment policy and strives to create an
investment-friendly environment to attract
foreign investments. Our tax bracket is one
among the lowest and our position is fairly
good in ease of doing business.”

Sujani Rana

Copper goes out
Fiber-optics eyed

KUWAIT CITY, Sept 21: The official
spokesman for the Ministry of Communi-
cations Dr. Ahmad Al-Husseini says the
ministry will cancel the telephone services
provided on the copper network in Adan,
Qusour and Fintas areas and replace them
with more advanced services provided via
the fiber-optic network.

In a statement issued yesterday, Al-Hus-
seini explained that the ministry will work
from Sunday for a period of two months to
cancel the services it provides via the tra-
ditional copper network and offer more ad-
vanced services via fiber-optic technology
in the three areas.

This step comes within the ministry’s ef-
forts to develop its telephone services by
transforming its telephone networks from
copper to fiber optics.

This measure came as a result of some
residents of those areas not taking the initia-
tive to request replacing the old telephone
network with the new fiber-optic network
by installing a fiber-optic device (ONT).

There are still subscribers receiving the
services provided on the copper network,
which falls within the second phase of the
fiber optic project in the aforementioned
areas.

Regarding the celebration of the 9th
Constitution Day and National Day of Ne-
pal, Rana affirmed that the issuance of the
Constitution of the Federal Democratic Re-
public of Nepal on this day eight years ago
was the culmination of decades of struggle
and sacrifices made by the Nepalese people.

She said, “The constitution represents
the historic fulfillment of the long-awaited
aspirations of the Nepalese people to have
a constitution written by their elected rep-
resentatives.

“Our Constitution entrusted the people
with the powers to protect freedom, sover-
eignty, territorial integrity, national unity
and independence of our nation, and institu-
tionalized democratic gains through propor-
tional representation and social integration.

“Constitutional sovereignty, the rule of
law, periodic elections, respect for basic
human rights, an independent and impartial
judiciary, the abolition of gender-based vio-
lence and ethnic discrimination, and respect
for human rights remain our top national
priorities.”

MP Marzouq Al-Ghanim asked Minister of Commerce and Industry
and State Minister for Youth Affairs Muhammad Al-Aiban if the Public
Authority for Sports (PAS) director general interfered in the election of
the Asian Olympic Committee (AOC) to support a certain candidate. He
requested for verification of information he obtained that the director
general met with the chairman of Kuwait Olympic Committee to vote
for a certain candidate at the AOC election. If this is true, he wants to
know the name of the candidate.

He also requested for verification of information that the director gen-
eral met with the chairpersons and senior officials of some sports clubs

concerning the General Assembly of Kuwait Olympic
Committee in order to switch the support of the commit-
tee from the candidate of Kuwait Olympic Committee to
the candidate of Iraqi Olympic Committee. He inquired if
the director general interfered in the election of the chair-
persons of sport associations in violation of the relevant
regulations, number of consultants at the authority includ-
ing their qualifications, if they met the conditions, if any
of them has been exempted from some conditions, and if
any of the consultants has directly addressed some public
institutions as a representative of PAS. If yes, he wants to
know the legal basis.

He asked about the procedures followed in the appoint-
ment of the current director general of PAS and if he was
exempted from any condition.

MP Majed Al-Mutairi forwarded queries to Minister
of Public Works Amani Bugamaz about the oversight
capacity of Kuwait Airways Corporation (KAC) over the
low-cost carriers like Jazeera Airways and if KAC takes
decisions regarding the tickets. He obtained information
that Jazeera Airways is renting Terminal Five (TS) at a
very low price compared to the volume of its business.
He asked about the rental amount that Jazeera Airways
pays, if some of the due amount has not been collected,
and if the Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
contacted the Legal Advice and Legislation Department
to request for approval on reducing the rent of Jazeera
Airways. He added a court decision was issued against
Jazeera Airways for hitting a blimp that belonged to the
Ministry of Defense a few years ago. He asked if DGCA
recorded a violation against Jazeera Airways due to that
incident, if it reported the incident to the concerned minis-
ter, and number of Jazeera Airways employees who previ-
ously worked at DGCA including their jobs at DGCA and
their current jobs.

Shortage

Al-Mutairi asked the health minister about the causes of
the shortage of equipment at the Orthotics and Prosthetics
Center since 2020 till date and the strategy of the ministry
to develop the center.

The lawmaker asked Minister of Finance Fahd Al-Ja-
rallah if it is true that the Enterprises Resource Planning
(ERP) software provided by Kuwait Aviation Services
Company (KASCO) in 2020 did not work and if the cost
is KD1 million. He wants to know the reasons for provid-
ing another ERP software in 2022 at a cost of KD92,000;
that is, less than two years after the one provided in 2020.
He inquired if the second contract is aimed at covering the
problems found in the previous system.

MP Shuaib Al-Muwaizri asked the oil minister if
Jazeera Airways enjoys 10 percent discount in fuel prices
just like the subsidy specified in Council of Ministers de-
cision number 129, stipulating that the discount is only
for the national carrier — KAC. He wants to know if this
decision was amended to include Jazeera Airways.

Al-Muwaizri asked Minister of Finance Fahd Al-Jar-
allah about the reasons for reducing the destinations of
KAC before and during the term of incumbent Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer (CEO) Ma’an Al-Rezouqi. He requested
for a copy of the decision to appoint Al-Rezougi as CEO
including the latter’s experience and qualifications. He
pointed out that Jazeera Airways launched flights to the
destinations cancelled by KAC, so he inquired if the cor-
poration conducted feasibility studies that led to the can-
cellation of certain destinations.

MP Abdulaziz Al-Saqaabi forwarded queries to Minis-
ter of Finance Fahd Al-Jarallah about KAC. He demand-
ed for copies of the decisions on forming the former and
current Boards of Directors of KAC, and curriculum vitae
of the board members and current CEO. He wants to know
the number of executives who resigned since the appoint-
ment of the current board till date, detailed report on the
revenues of KAC in the last five years, financial progress
since 2014 till date, report on the development of employ-
ees in the last five years comparing the nationals and ex-
patriates, report on the rating of KAC in SKYTRAX in the
last 10 years, and report on the development of its destina-
tions, fleet and number of passengers in the last 10 years.

Meanwhile, National Assembly Speaker Ahmad Al-
Sa’adoun sent a cable to Speaker of Armenian National
Assembly Alen Simonyan to greet him on the National
Day of his country.

Amiri Diwan mourns

KUWAIT CITY, Sept 21, (KUNA): The Amiri Diwan on
Wednesday announced the passing away of Naeima Khalaf
A-Dousary, widow of Sheikh Ogab Al-Malek Al-Salman
Al-Sabah, at the age of 74.

The funeral service is scheduled to take place at 4:00
p-m. tomorrow, Thursday, the Diwan said in a statement,
praying for the Almighty Allah to lodge the soul of the de-
ceased in Paradise.

Contacts for male mourners at cemetery: 66689914 -
66058856.

Female mourners at building 11, St. 12, block 6, South
Surra area. Phone No.: 99833109 - 97873131.

Vella, congratulating him on his country’s National Day.
Belize National Day

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
sent on Thursday a cable of congratulations to Belize’s Governor General

Froyla Tzalam on her country’s national day.

His Highness the Amir wished everlasting health and wellness, and fur-
ther progress and prosperity to her country and people.

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-

am on her country’s national day.

Sabah sent on Thursday a cable to Belize’s Governor General Froyla Tzal-

In the cable, His Highness the Crown Price wished her and her people

everlasting health and further progress and prosperity.

His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Ahmad Al-Nawaf Al-Jaber

Al-Sabah sent on Thursday a cable to Belize’s Governor General Froyla
Tzalam on her country’s national day.

KUNA photo

Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs, Ambassador Sheikh Jarrah Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-

Sabah, during his meeting with the US President’s coordinator for the Middle East
and North Africa, Brett McGurk.

Deputy FM meets top WH official

Deputy Foreign Minister Ambassador
Sheikh Jarrah Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Sa-
bah met on Wednesday on the sidelines
of the 78th UN General Assembly in
New York with White House Coordina-
tor for the Middle East and North Africa
Brett McGurk.

The Kuwait Foreign Ministry said in a
statement that the meeting focused on
regional and international issues, in ad-
dition to the recent verdict of the Iraqi
federal court, rescinding the agreement

with Kuwaiti on maritime navigation in
Khor Abdullah.

Meanwhile, Acting Prime Minister and
Minister of Interior Sheikh Talal Khaled
Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah directed Thurs-
day to work on taking the necessary
measures to award 8,686 soldiers the
National Defense Medal and 1,690 sol-
diers the Military Duty Medal of various
grades, in accordance with the regula-
tions and systems.(KUNA)

Article 297 cited

Court nullifies travel ban order

By Jaber Al-Hamoud
Al-Seyassah

KUWAIT CITY, Sept 21: The Court of Ap-
peal has nullified a travel ban order, deem-
ing it inappropriate due to the absence of
conditions outlined in Article ‘297" of the
Civil and Commercial Procedure Code.

This article states that the “creditor has a
right of existence in the event of payment,
even before filing.” In substantive cases,
the director of the Execution Department
or their authorized representative from the
court’s agents should be consulted to issue
an order preventing the debtor from trave-
ling and to temporarily estimate the debt if
it is not of a specific amount.

The order is granted upon a petition sub-
mitted by the concerned parties to the Ex-
ecution Department if valid reasons exist.
It should reflect a serious concern that the
debtor might escape from paying the debt
despite demonstrating the ability to do so.
The officer may conduct a brief investiga-
tion if the supporting documents for the re-
quest are inadequate.

Lawyer Omar Al-Hammadi emphasized
during his plea that citizens should not be
restrained from traveling in accordance
with the constitution, and freedom of move-
ment should not be curtailed.

Several months ago, the Court of Cassa-
tion rendered a ruling canceling the deci-
sion to confiscate a citizen’s passport. The
court affirmed that “restricting freedoms in
general and freedom of travel in particular
is impermissible. The relevant state authori-
ties do not possess the right to prolong de-
priving a citizen of their right to movement
and travel.”

This underscored that “the right to move-

ment is one of the fundamental rights stipu-
lated in the Constitution and guaranteed to
citizens.” It emphasized that “freedoms are
a cornerstone of the country’s stability and
must be upheld and not infringed upon in
any manner or extent. Violating the free-
dom of citizens is a breach of the Constitu-
tion.”

Nearly a year ago, the Court (Civil Cir-
cuit) affirmed in a lawsuit seeking to lift a
travel ban that “the substantial amount of
debt is not, in itself, a substantial reason to
evade debt.” The Court stated, “Assessing
the reasons for issuing a travel ban on the
debtor and the grievances against them is
within the judge’s discretion and, subse-

quently, the court’s

w discretion.
However, it is
imperative that the

- = conditions for the
1 o~ W ) travel ban order are
S

substantiated ~ with
justifiable  reasons
g 5 N proven in the docu-
J ments and sufficient
| to support the ruling.
s The travel ban order
Al-Hammadi is not punitive; it
does not coerce the

debtor into addressing procrastination.

The legislator’s necessity to estimate that
exception is limited to its extent, without
broadening its interpretation or analogy.
This understanding prompted the legisla-
tor, being aware of the seriousness of this
procedure and to prevent it from becoming
a tool against the debtor, to enclose it with a
framework of rules and provisions that ob-
ligate those seeking it to abide by specific
conditions that warrant its issuance.”

Greenery can deter sand shifting

By Enas Awadh
Al-Seyassah Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Sept 21: Head of the Mu-
nicipal Council’s Environmental Affairs
Committee Alia Al-Farisi said Kuwait is
divided into areas that are considered in the
extreme range of exposure to fine encroach-
ing sand (Safi) such as in Salmi and Wafra,
areas considered in the medium range of
exposure to shifting sand such as Kazema
and Abdali, and areas with light exposure.
In a press statement issued on the side-
lines of a workshop titled “Soft encroach-
ing sand” regarding shifting sand, the chal-
lenges, prevention and solutions, which was
organized by the committee yesterday, Al-
Farisi explained that intensifying vegeta-
tion cover scientifically, and implementing
sustainable methods on the sides of roads
and facilities exposed to shifting sand to
stabilize the soil is one of the solutions. Ag-
riculture is considered a necessary solution
to this phenomenon, despite its challenges.
The committee recommended the neces-
sity of having an implementing agency that
leads the process of preventing and get-
ting rid of the shifting sand phenomenon
through scientifically sound, effective, sus-
tainable and coordinated methods in light of
the readiness of the agencies and the inten-
sity of the experience of each party individ-
ually and its issuance of feasible solutions.
She highlighted some examples such as

the experience in auctions presented with the
Ministry of Finance, which considers this
sand as a treasure, as well as the Kuwait In-
stitute for Scientific Research (KISR), which
has research and proven scientific solutions
such as nanotechnology. They are ready to
implement it in Sabah Al-Ahmad area to re-
duce the phenomenon of shifting sand, due
to which the Public Authority for Agricul-
tural Affairs and Fish Resources (PAAAFR)
reported that it faces the problem of handing
over land to be able to cultivate it.

She revealed that the committee adopted
an important recommendation following
the workshop, which is to place warning
signs on roads exposed to soft encroaching
sand or shifting sand as a security method to
educate motorists about not speeding in or-
der to preserve their lives, in addition to the
role of the Ministry of Interior, the Ministry
of Information, and Kuwait Meteorologi-
cal Center in alerting citizens and residents
about the locations of the shifting sand and
in issuing warning accordingly.

In turn, a member of the Architectural
Environment Affairs Committee Sharifa
Al-Shalfan said, “During the workshop, we
learned about the experiences of govern-
ment agencies participating in dealing with
the shifting sand, especially the experience
of KISR for the solutions that were imple-
mented in Iraq to reduce the impact of dust-
laden winds on the environment.
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A DIGEST OF PUBLIC OPINION

Why didn’t VPC act on instilling
noble moral values in society?

“IMMEDIATELY after the conclusion of the Val-
ues Promotion Committee (VPC) meeting with the
Minister of Higher Education and Kuwait Univer-
sity leaders, Committee Chairman Representative
Muhammad Hayef announced a decision to abolish
mixed-gender classes in the Faculty of Law and other
colleges. However, they would be reintroduced fol-
lowing the regulations outlined in Law 24 of 1996,
which prohibits the mingling of students,” columnist
Dr. Abdul Latif bin Nakhi wrote for Al-Rai daily.

“This decision stirred significant controversy
among students and citizens, sparking misinfor-
mation and misunderstandings due to insufficient
knowledge about the decision’s context and the com-
mittee’s motivations. In this article, we aim to shed
light on three aspects based on
the perspectives of political ob- h
Servers.

“Firstly, the present National - ”

the current Assembly mirrored a ¥
tactic used by the first National -
Assembly after liberation in
1992. Both councils, brimming
with popular expectations at the
beginning of their terms, diverted public attention to
controversial moral issues to conceal their failures
in fulfilling electoral promises. The 1992 Council
enacted the law prohibiting mixing, and the current
Council resurrected it after its suspension in 2015 by
the Constitutional Court. Abolishing mixed-gender
divisions appears to be a result of the government
reestablishing its alliance with the committee and
aligned parliamentary movements.

“Secondly, the Values Promotion Committee en-
joys extensive support, not only from the government
but also from representatives representing various
orientations and sects. Similar to the situation in the
2008 Council when it was named the “Negative Phe-
nomena Alien to Kuwaiti Society” Committee, this
committee remains sovereign with decisions protect-
ed from cancellation by student or activist protests
or low- and moderate-level parliamentary motions,
such as proposing amendments to the law restricting
student mingling.

“Lastly, the committee’s recent interview with the
“Pulse of Committees” program on Majlis TV re-
vealed the committee’s dissatisfaction with the con-
duct of certain university professors and their expres-
sions that contradict Kuwaiti societal values, Sharia,
and even violate laws.

“However, restricting the committee’s actions to
merely segregating male and female students con-
tradicts this statement and the committee’s prior ef-
forts in previous councils. This narrow interpretation
might be intentional, possibly to alleviate the discom-
fort of representatives who failed to address this sov-
ereign committee’s initiatives.

Advocating for decency among students and soci-
ety at large is a shared goal.

“Separating male and female students doesn’t sub-
stitute a comprehensive civilizational plan to instill
noble moral values in society, especially in the age of
smartphones allowing bilateral and group video com-
munication. Hence, questions arise regarding why
the Values Promotion Committee, in both the cur-
rent and previous councils, did not urge the Ministry
of Endowments and Islamic Affairs and the General
Secretariat of Endowments to revise their activities
and events to contribute to instilling noble moral val-
ues in society.

“Additionally, why did the committee not call for
an evaluation of the Ministry of Social Affairs, Fam-
ily and Childhood Affairs’ supervision of public ben-
efit associations focused on social reform to further
instill noble moral values in society? May we seek
and follow the truth.”

Assembly seems to be employing | 1 : b
. =
past successful tactics and strate- c. - ik
gies, often in collaboration with &
the government. For instance, \M =
L
s

Dr bin Nakhi

Also:

“Now that the academic year has started, the Min-
istry of Education and Higher Education is organiz-
ing the morning shift with a difference of a quarter of
an hour for each academic stage based on the ‘flex-
ible working hours’ system for employees who were
given two-hour grace period in the morning and in
the evening, one of my dear brothers asked me: Did
you send your children to school on time?”” columnist
Tariq Boursly wrote for Al-Anba daily.

“So, I asked him: What time did your arrive at your
office ? The coincidence in our answers was that my
children were late for school and the questioner ar-
rived late at his workplace. This indicates that the
flexible working hours system did not achieve the
desired goal.

“ I appreciate the efforts of the ministries of Inte-
rior and Education as a Kuwaiti citizen and a parent
who drives his children to school every day, but the
knot is still in the saw, so how is that?

“In several articles, I referred to proposals regard-
ing working hours, including the article entitled, “The
Half-Hour Difference,” and in another article, ‘The
Hour Difference.” Actually, I wanted the last pro-
posal to be a way out of some crises whose tributar-
ies extend to serious problems that should have been
solved decades ago.

“All thanks to the efforts and solutions announced
by the Ministry of Interior at the beginning of the
school year, such as implementing the flexible work-
ing hours by allowing the two-hour period. However,
with the Ministry of Education making the difference
of a quarter of an hour for each stage, this puts us in
front of a crowded scene from 7:00 am to 9:00 am, as

‘9 Arab countries owe Kuwalit KD 2.25b’

well as in the afternoon — from 1: 30 pm to 3:30 pm.

“Therefore, in this article, I propose to the Ministry
of Education to announce the ‘flexible school time’
plan and upload a survey on its official website for
parents to participate in determining the important
aspect of the school period.

“In addition, I propose amending school hours for
the kindergarten and primary levels to be from 7:30
am to 1:30 pm, the middle and secondary levels from
8:30 am to 2:30 pm, and university and applied edu-
cation from 9:30 am to 3:30 pm. In this manner, we
will solve a large part of the traffic problem, which
has repercussions and negative impact on the guard-
ian, employee and student.

“In my humble opinion, the solution is the ‘flexible
school hours’ plan or to modify the time of starting
and ending classes in different academic levels using
the ‘hour difference’ proposal.”

a a Q

“The most important requirements of the current
stage are embodied in the urgent need to bring about
an administrative revolution in all State agencies.
This necessitates the implementation of a clearly de-
fined strategy by these agencies,” columnist Dr Saad
Al-Jadaan wrote for Al-Seyassah daily.

“Every new era focuses on restructuring State in-
stitutions to achieve their objectives. They must pri-
oritize public good, look into the State’s strength and
size, its position among other countries throughout
the world, its values, stature and orientation.

“All of these require an action map through which
the State determines its priorities based on building
people, investing in their capabilities, identifying
strengths and addressing weaknesses.

“The action plan must include responses to many
questions, on top of which is: How to develop the
citizen, so he can assume his responsibility in build-
ing the nation?

“This question must be raised as well: Are the ex-
isting administrative bodies capable of implementing
the contents of the road map to realize the country’s
general goals, directions, entity and future?

“Everyone believes that the State’s administrative
system is the artery through which the administrative
decisions flow and it is the only base for building a
modern State capable of joining the ranks of major
countries and facing all challenges presented to it.

“Nations can only be built on the strength of their
children, no matter how many alternatives are avail-
able. Unless the State’s administrative system is re-
formed, it is difficult to implement the strategy of the
State.

“Our most important need in the current stage is
the intellectual reserve, which is the largest factor in
determining our destination — the paths we take and
the speed we need to accomplish tasks. We have to
evaluate the steps we are taking based on transparen-
cy, integrity, knowledge and prioritizing the interests
of the nation over that of individuals.

“We cannot talk about new steps unless there are
radical reforms in the educational system, because
it is the only one capable of putting the country on
the right path. Our educational institutions are still
unable to provide intellectual capital and build an
intellectual reserve worthy of the stature it occupies
among countries throughout the world.”

a a a

“Bullying is not a modern phenomenon, as it is
rather ancient. The Holy Qur’an contains more than
one story about the behavioral bullying of humanity.
The danger lies in the generational inheritance of be-
haviors and cultural variables that play a major role
in the severity and spread of the phenomenon in a so-
cial and psychological manner, resulting in violence
and other crimes like murder, all forms of addiction,
assault, theft and vandalism,” columnist Sheikha Al-
Asfour wrote for Al-Anba daily.

“The family and the school are two collaborative
destinations for building the psychological and social
strength of students, while combating negative phe-
nomena that result in anxiety of the entire commu-
nity. Studies have shown that bullying and violence
in schools have been increasing over the years at the
global level, not just in Kuwait.

“In my viewpoint, bullying and violence spread
among children due to the inappropriate use of mod-
ern technology (smart devices) and the concepts it
has instilled that hurt moral values and religion. It
has become out of control and out of the constant
monitoring of parents. The issue did not stop there as
technology also contributed to materialism dominat-
ing social behavior among humans. It has become a
major goal in all relationships and social transactions
— before values, family building and the basic goal
of building a strong society.

“Accordingly, efforts must be intensified to com-
bat this phenomenon because of its dire social con-
sequences, the worst of which is the loss of societal
security, as suspicion of anyone’s behavior has be-
come an imperative to avoid shocks associated with
moral decline.

“The Ministry of Education must intensify efforts
to change the educational system through various ac-
tivities like sports, recycling, agriculture, proper use of
technology, etc. These activities promote many values,
instead of traditional education that focuses on random-
ness, memorization, and writing. The current and future
generations need more development activities and les-
sons that are far from memorization and studying. The
purpose should be promotion of moral values, not only
among students, but also the teachers and those in charge
of school administration.”

— Gompiled by Mai Elsoukary

KUWAIT CITY, Sept 21: Osama Al-
Shaheen has called for governance, ratio-
nalization, good management and direc-
tion of foreign grants, loans and deposits,
announcing that he will submit a query
to the Minister of Finance, Fahd Al-Jar-
allah, about the reasons for not recover-
ing money granted in loans and grants to
other countries, reports Al-Rai daily.

Al-Shaheen said, in a statement at the
media center in the National Assembly
yesterday, that he received an answer
from the Minister of Finance to a previ-
ous question, which revealed that the val-
ue of Kuwaiti money in Arab countries is
more than 2.257 billion dinars in 9 Arab
countries, including five which have fal-
tered in their payments.

He added, “According to the minis-
ter’s answer, the total current Kuwaiti
government money in Iraq alone, de-
spite the precedent of the Iraqi inva-
sion, the continued infringements and
threats, and the violation of the recent
agreement, is $815 million, due for
payment in December 2023.”

He stated that the total current Kuwaiti
government money in the sisterly Repub-
lic of Egypt is about $4 billion, half of
which is due to be paid this September.

He said he is surprised by the Minister
of Finance’s request not to disclose this
data, stressing that “the general principle
is transparency and publicity to achieve
oversight by public opinion and the na-
tion’s elected representatives over mat-

ters. The government’s procedures and
decisions and everything related to the
state’s public treasury.”

He indicated that he would ask a par-
liamentary question in light of this an-
swer, from which it appears that the state
has not succeeded in recovering any of
the proceeds from those billion govern-
ment deposits in Arab countries.

He praised the Parliamentary Finance
Committee’s promptness in discussing
the proposals for laws that he submitted
with other representatives regarding the
Kuwait Development Fund and social in-
surance related to the replacement system
and others, indicating that he received an
invitation from the committee to attend
its meeting next Tuesday.
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Deputy FM meets UN counter-terrorism official

Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh Jarrah
Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah met on Wednesday with
the Under-Secretary-General of the United Nations
Counter-Terrorism Office Vladimir Voronkov on the
sidelines of the 78th UN General Assembly in New

York.
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KUNA photo
Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh Jarrah Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah meets with the Under-Secretary-Gen-
eral of the UN Counter-Terrorism Office Vladimir Voronkov.

The foreign ministry said in a statement that the
meeting discussed cooperation with the UN counter-
terrorism office and its role in strengthening the abilities
of specialized authorities in Kuwait. (KUNA)

1.5m citizens, expats complete
biometric fingerprints - report

Yes | killed my child’, expat woman tells court

KUWAIT CITY, Sept
21: About one and a half
million Kuwaitis and
residents have completed
the biometric fingerprint,
since it was implemented
last May 12 until the end
of last week, reports Al-
Qabas daily.

The daily pointing out that
according to expectations in
May next year everyone living
in Kuwait will have completed
the biometric fingerprint.

The sources stressed that the
company implementing the project
continues to update the system in
accordance with the security require-
ments of the General Department of
Forensic Evidence, in order to bring
the system to the maximum level of
improving the fingerprint efficiency.

The sources pointed out that the
new system works smoothly and
efforts are continuing to facilitate
its work at all border crossings,
noting that this new system aims to
build a security database for citi-
zens and residents.

Meanwhile, the sources con-
firmed the continuation of finger-
printing for citizens, residents,
and citizens of the Gulf Coop-
eration Council countries, in the
designated centers from 8 a.m. to
8 p.m. These efforts come within
the framework of the Interior Min-
istry’s strategy to develop and
automate the services provided to
the public -- citizens, residents and
GCC citizens to save time and ef-
fort, and raise the level of perfor-
mance and achievement.

The Interior Ministry added the bio-
metric fingerprint project will provide
database for everyone living in Ku-
wait who is 18 years old or older.

a Qa Q

‘I killed my child’: In an unprece-
dented case, the Criminal Court af-
ter hearing the confession of an ex-
patriate woman formally charged
her with premeditated murder,
adultery, and engaging in an inces-
tuous pregnancy and sent her back
to the Central Prison to await her
fate, reports Al-Rai daily.

During the initial trial proceed-
ings involving the accused and her
partner, she openly and unreserv-

Other Voices

By Ahmed alsarraf

Iraqi Engineer Fareed Al Kufai-
shi raised a poignant question on
his Facebook account from Can-
ada, asking, “Are our politicians
the only ones corrupt, or are we all
corrupt?”

He  con-
tinued, shar-
ing his disil-
lusionment
after a recent
visit to his
homeland,
stating, “My
entire  belief
system crum-
bled during
my visit.

Needing
medical treatment, I visited a hos-
pital only to discover that health
practitioners were no less corrupt
than the politicians. Purchasing a
piece of land, I encountered cor-
ruption in various official institu-
tions during transactions.

From customs and traffic to edu-
cation, corruption was rampant.
Even at the mechanic’s workshop,
I found corruption comparable to
that of politicians. I was advised
that everyone involved in construc-
tion, from laborers to contractors,
was equally corrupt.

Seeking services from techni-
cians, service providers, or public
sector officials meant falling prey

r o2y

alsarraf

Al-Kufaishi & parliamentarians

to corruption. People complain
about corrupt politicians while en-
gaging in corrupt practices them-
selves. If given the chance, they
would indulge in corruption just
like politicians do. We, as a nation,
are self-destructing due to igno-
rance and foolishness.

The only exception may be re-
tirees, simply because they are not
engaged in active employment.”

The pain runs deep because no
one seems concerned about effect-
ing change, or about the region’s
bleak future in terms of safety and
environment. Everyone is com-
plicit in corruption and seems to
protect it, believing they benefit
from it in some way and may lose
those advantages if they oppose it.
Although Kuwait’s conditions may
not be as dire, they are not drasti-
cally different.

He criticized the electoral pro-
cess, emphasizing that despite
being aware of the backgrounds
of most elected officials, people
voted for them multiple times.
He highlighted the disconnect be-
tween their public stances and the
privileges they secured for their
families, all the while being inca-
pable of effective legislations or
government oversight. Yet, they
were re-elected, leading to a cycle
of corruption perpetuated by the
populace.

e-mail: a.alsarraf@algabas.
com.kw

edly admitted to throwing her child
from the sixth floor of a residential
apartment.

To a question from the judge
she said, “Yes, the child was con-
ceived from an illicit relationship
so I threw her out of the window
from a great height to get rid my-
self of her. Subsequently, the po-
lice arrived, apprehended me, and
I led them to my accomplice.”

a a Q

Doctors suspended: The Minister of
Health, Dr. Ahmed Al-Awadhi, has
referred a number of doctors to in-
vestigation and suspended them from
work until the completion of the in-
vestigations, following their refusal

to return money they had received as
advance for the cost of performing
operations, reports Al-Rai daily.

The daily added, the doctors
should have returned the money
when the patients refused to go
along with the surgeries.

The sources explained that the
minister’s move came in response
to complaints filed by patients and
after verifying their authenticity
found out that the doctors had re-
fused to pay back the money.

The sources stressed that this
contradicts professional ethics and
respect for the will of patients,
which prompted the minister to
take measures against them.

2 officials submit

their resignations

KUWAIT CITY, Sept
21: Director General
of the Public Author-
ity for Disabled Affairs
(PADA) Dr Bibi Al-
Amiri and Deputy Direc-
tor General for Educa-
tional and Rehabilitation
Services Dr Nahed Al-
Ateeqi have submitted
their resignation to the
Office of Minister of So-
cial, Family and Child-
hood Affairs Sheikh
Firas Al-Sabah, reports
Al-Seyassah daily quot-
ing sources.

Sources hinted that “a
decision will be made on
the resignation upon the
minister’s return from
Amman, Jordan; where
he is currently attending
the ninth meeting of the
Committee of Ministers
of Social Affairs in the
Gulf Cooperation Coun-
cil countries.”
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University awarded 7 merit scholarships to new students

AUK sets stage for a transtormativ

KUWAIT CITY, Sept 21: The American Univer- |
sity of Kuwait (AUK) has launched the 2023/2024 v
academic year with a resounding commitment to = (&

academic excellence and personal growth for both
new and returning students. The University’s ori-
entation and welcome week activities have set the
stage for an inspiring and transformative educa-
tional journey.

In recognition of academic excellence, AUK
awarded 7 merit scholarships to new students
and an additional 8 to those already enrolled.
This underscores the University’s commitment
to acknowledging and rewarding the diligent
efforts of its student body, motivating them to
strive for continued excellence.

AUK president, Dr. Rawda Awwad, encour-
aged students to embrace the spirit of explora-
tion during her welcome address by challeng-
ing them to consider their university experience
as a voyage of discovery, saying, “Your uni-
versity journey is your own extraordinary ex-
pedition. It’s a journey filled with wonder,
enlightenment, and transformation.” Dr. Aw-
wad’s speech emphasized AUK’s dedication to
offering a diverse and enriching educational en-
vironment that encourages students to explore a
wide range of academic opportunities.

Complementing students’ academic endeav-
ors, the University’s Office of Student Life, Di-
vision of Student Affairs, placed a strong em-
phasis on fostering connections among students

HOME OF THE
WOLFPACK

e 2023/2024 academic year

)

through networking and team-building activi-
ties. This initiative aimed to create a sense of
community and inclusivity, enriching the AUK
campus environment, and contributing to the
holistic development of students.

Newcomers were also taken on guided tours
that introduced the University’s state-of-the-
art facilities and essential services. These tours
ensured that students are well-informed and
equipped to utilize the resources available to

them, providing a strong foundation for a successful aca-
demic journey.

AUK’s efforts to welcome and support students reflect
its unwavering commitment to providing an exceptional
educational experience. The University remains dedicat-
ed to cultivating an all-inclusive campus community that
values diversity in backgrounds and perspectives.

CHECK-IN

Students checking in for orientation.

Group photo of new students.

General photos of students during the campus tour.
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Kuwait ranks ‘63rd’ in world

in digital quality of life index

Kuwait’s internet quality 21% higher than global average

AMSTERDAM, Sept 21: Surf-
shark’s 5th annual Digital Qual-
ity of Life Index (DQL) ranks
Kuwait 63rd in the world. Out of
the Index’s 5 pillars, Kuwait per-
formed best in internet quality,
claiming 26th place, while facing
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challenges in e-security, ranking
104th. The nation ranks 35th in
internet affordability, 45th in
e-infrastructure, and 66th in e-
government. In the overall In-
dex, Kuwait lags behind Saudi
Arabia (45th) and Qatar (48th).
In Asia, Kuwait takes 19th place,
with Singapore the leader in the
region.

“In many nations, ‘digital quality of
life’ has merged into the broader concept
of overall ‘quality of life’. There’s no
other way to look at it now that so many
daily activities, including work, education,
and leisure, are done online. That’s why
it’s crucial to pinpoint the areas in which
a nation’s digital quality of life thrives
and where attention is needed, which is
the precise purpose of the DQL Index”,
says Gabriele Racaityte-Krasauske, Surf-
shark’s spokeswoman.

Kuwait’s internet quality is 21% higher
than the global average.

B Fixed internet averages 179 Mbps in Ku-
wait. To put that into perspective, the world’s
fastest fixed internet — Singapore’s — is 300
Mbps. Meanwhile, the slowest fixed internet in
the world — Yemen’s —is 11 Mbps.

B Mobile internet averages 210 Mbps. The
fastest mobile internet — the UAE’s —is 310
Mbps, while the world’s slowest mobile in-
ternet — Venezuela’s — is 10 Mbps.
Compared to Saudi Arabia, Kuwait’s mobile
internet is 15% faster, while fixed broad-
band is 63% faster.

The internet is affordable in Kuwait com-
pared to other countries.

W Kuwaitis have to work 59 minutes a month

to afford fixed broadband internet. While this
is less than average, it is 3 times more than in
Romania, which has the world’s most afford-
able fixed internet (Romanians have to work 18
minutes a month to afford it).

B Kuwaitis have to work 1 hour 22 minutes
36 seconds a month to afford mobile inter-
net. This is 5 times more than in Luxem-
bourg, which has the world’s most afford-
able mobile internet (Luxembourgers have
to work 16 minutes a month to afford it).

Kuwait is 104th in the world in e-security.

The e-security pillar measures how well a
country is prepared to counter cybercrime, as
well as how advanced a country’s data protec-
tion laws are. In this pillar, Kuwait lags behind
Saudi Arabia (42nd) and Qatar (67th). Kuwait
is unprepared to fight against cybercrime, the
country has no data protection laws.

Kuwait is 45th in e-infrastructure and
66th in e-government.

Advanced e-infrastructure makes it easy for
people to use the internet for various daily ac-
tivities, such as working, studying, shopping,
etc. This pillar evaluates how high internet
penetration is in a given country, as well as its
network readiness (readiness to take advantage
of Information and Communication Technolo-
gies). Kuwait’s internet penetration is high
(99% — 6th in the world), and the country ranks
61st in network readiness.

The e-government pillar shows how ad-
vanced a government’s digital services are and
the level of Artificial Intelligence (Al) readi-
ness a country demonstrates. Kuwait’s e-gov-
ernment is similar to the global average.

Globally, the internet is more affordable
than last year.

B Fixed internet is 11% more affordable
than last year — on average, people have to
work 42 minutes less a month to afford it.
B Mobile internet is 26% more affordable
than last year — people have to work 41 min-
utes less to afford it.

KUNA photo
Participants in the training program titled ‘news monitoring on the internet.

KUNA concludes internet news monitoring program

KUNA media training center concluded
Thursday its five-day program titled
“news monitoring on the internet.”

The program, presented by member
of the Media council at the British Asso-
ciation of Journalists Ahmad Al-Sheikh,
focused on the latest tools to monitor
news on the internet and identifying reli-
able sources. The program also focused

on cross checking news, analyzing the
audience and platforms, developing
news photos and videos, as well as de-
veloping and broadcasting news.

One of the main topics the program
focused on is identifying fake news
and the presentation of news items
through the use of artificial intelli-
gence. (KUNA)

Belt ... Vision

Continued from Page 1

The deals run the gamut from cooperation
on e-commerce and energy to infrastructure
and the establishment of smart cites, while
the two countries’ respective leaders have
always given their backing to any initiative
aiming to propel ties to greater levels.

More than 40 Chinese-based firms are
currently operating in Kuwait as part of
Beijing’s contributions towards national
development projects in a testament to the
meteoric rise in bilateral relations.

In related news, Kuwaiti sport officials
hoisted Thursday Kuwait’s flag in the sport
city in the Chinese city of Hangzouh, which
would be hosting the 19th Asian Games be-
tween September 23 and October 8.

Hoisting the flag marks the participation
of the Gulf country in the Asian games,
Sheikh Jaber Thamer Al-Sabah, member
of Kuwait National Olympic Committee
Board, said in a statement.

He said the Kuwaiti players would do
their utmost to represent their country in the
best way possible.

The flag hoisting ceremony was also at-

tended by NOC member Fatma Hayat and
Assistant Secreetary General Ali Al-Marri.

Sovereignty affirmed

Continued from Page 1
He underlined significance of the UN

charter’s goals and UN principles’ “role in
defending small countries.”
Meanwhile, Representative of His

Highness the Amir of Kuwait Sheikh
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, His
Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Ah-
mad Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah received
Iraqi Prime Minister Mohammad Shia’
Al-Sudani at his residence in New York
on Wednesday.

The meeting, held on the sidelines of
the 78th UN General Assembly session,
dealt with the impacts of the recent ver-
dict of the Iraqi federal court, rescinding
the agreement on maritime navigation in
Khor Abdullah.

The agreement that was signed by both
countries in 2012, was endorsed lodged
to the United Nations in the following
year.
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Photos from the event.

Event presents rich and diverse heritage of India

UP NRI Forum marks Indian Independence Day with cultural fiesta

KUWAIT CITY, Sept 21: India got In-
dependence on 15th August; this day is
celebrated in India as a national festi-
val dotted with cultural program, com-
petitions, flag-hoisting ceremonies,
and parades.The day holds great sig-
nificance in the heart of every Indian
citizen living in India and abroad. As
India ceased to be a colonial nation and
secured full autonomy from the British
that ruled over it for around 200 years.
To mark this day, on Friday, Aug
25, The UPNRI Forum, in its un-
wavering commitment to preserving
cultural heritage and fostering unity,
successfully organized a spectacular
Indian Independence Day celebration.
The event took place at the Indian
Community School Salmiya, senior
branch, and was attended by over 300
esteemed guests and dignitaries.

Dr. Mohan Ram, President UP NRI
Forum Kuwait led the grand celebra-
tion. He addressed the audience and
welcomed the chief guest and other
dignitaries. The occasion was graced
by the presence of the Chief Guest Mu-
zammil Mallik, whose inspiring words
ignited the spirit of patriotism and uni-
ty among all attendees. The event was
further honored by the esteemed pres-
ence of Guest of Honors: Dr. Dheeraj
Bhardwaj, Dr. Anis Ahmad, and Dr.
Diwakara Chaluvaiah. Their valuable
insights and contributions added a
scholarly touch to the celebration, em-
phasizing the significance of India’s
journey towards freedom and progress.

The program was an embodiment of
cultural vibrancy, comprising captivat-
ing performances that showcased the rich
and diverse heritage of India. The pro-

gram was impeccably hosted by Masood
Hassas and Mohamad Shahid, with the
seamless flow skillfully supported by
Noorul Hasan, Habib Alvi, Mahboob
Abdullah, Kaleem Ansari, Gaurav Bhat-
nagar, and the rest of the dedicated UP
NRI Forum team members.

Attendees were treated to mesmer-
izing dance routines by UPNRI Forum
Kids, soul-stirring musical perfor-
mances, informative documentary on
Uttar Pradesh “One District One Prod-
uct” produced by Mujeeb Akhter, Pa-
triotic Song by Dr. Madhu Gupta and
thought-provoking speeches by the
dignitaries.

This event was a true reflection of
the UPNRI Forum’s dedication to
promoting unity among the Indian di-
aspora and fostering a strong sense of
community. Through their tireless ef-

Children present patriotic program.

forts, the forum has once again proven
its ability to bring people together and
create cherished memories. Jitendra
Kuntal was honored with the Volun-
teer of the Year Award in recognition
of his exceptional dedication and ser-
vice to the UPNRI Forum.

Last but not the least, Shafaqg Mum-
taz, Treasurer of the UPNRI Forum
Kuwait gave vote of thanks. On behalf
of the UPNRI Forum, he expressed his
gratitude to all the dignitaries, guests,
performers, Sponsors specially City
Group, Kuwait Maritime & Mercantile
Co., Al Kulaib International Co, Have-
li Punjabi Restaurant and attendees
who contributed to making this cel-
ebration a resounding success. Their
presence and enthusiasm added to the
grandeur of the occasion, making it a
truly un-forgettable experience.
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Kuwait Badshah Cricket Club team pose with champions trophy

Kuwait Badshah defeat host Nepal by 27 runs

KBCGC win Int’l Veterans T20 hilateral series

By M. Irfan Shafiq

KUWAIT CITY, Sept 21: The Kuwait
Badshah Cricket Club (KBCC) won
their first ever International Veterans
T20 Cricket Bilateral Series in Nepal
at TU Stadium, Kathmandu Nepal

The visitors defeated the Nepali
veterans’ team by 27 runs in the third
and final match of the series. Batting
first, the KBCC posted 201-9 in their
allotted 20 overs, while Nepal man-
aged 174-7 in reply. Khurram Shahzad
scored 109 for KBCC, while Adith
Kumara contributed 37.

Vikash Singh and Kiran Rana took
three wickets each for the Nepali team.
In reply, Krithartha Shakya scored 63
and Dipendra Chaudhary scored 55
runs for the home side but didn’t im-
press the visitors. Jamshaid Azmat and
Naeem Shahid grabbed two wickets
each for KBCC.

Khurram Shahzad of KBCC was de-
clared the player of the series, while his
teammate Jamshaid Azmat was named
the best bowler. Kritartha Shakya was
adjudged the best batter.

President of the Veteran Cricket As-
sociation of Nepal Bijay Sharma and
other dignitaries handed over prizes to
the winners of the series.

Captain of Kuwait Badshah Cricket
Club, Mohammad Hafeez, expresses
his gratitude after winning the series.
He thanked all the Players, Manage-
ment and media Personals to make this
happen and in future, looking forward
for more Bilateral Series to enhance
and develop the cooperation between
two sides. Furthermore, he mentioned
that his team enjoyed the hospitality
throughout the tournament and they
are taking good memories back to Ku-
wait.

Over 500 contestants

KTMCC to hold Talent
Test 2023 on Sept 28

KUWAIT CITY, Sept 21: The Kuwait
Town Malayalee Christian Congrega-
tion (KTMCC) will hold the Talent
Test 2023 on Sept 28. Various churches
from the congregations of Mar Thoma,
CSI, Evangelical, Brethren, Pentacostal
churches, from both, NECK and Ahma-
di St. Pauls, will take part in the Talent
Test. The test showcases different com-
petitions which will start at the NECK
premises from 8 AM. Around 500 con-
testants from over 30 churches are get-
ting prepared for the grand event.

The various events of the Talent Test
are Solo Song, Group Song, Elocution,
Short Story, Instrumental Music, Essay
Writing, Quiz, Drawing and Photog-
raphy. A video News Bulletin Contest,
based on the day of the program will also
be there. The categories of the program
have been divided into three, on the basis
of age. The program will also be telecast-
ed live on the Harvest Television.

BENGALI CULTURAL SOCIETY, KUWAIT

Presents

27th KiTco

ESTD.1962

DOORS OPEN AT s5:30 PM

QUIZ STARTS AT 6:00 PM
At

THE INNOVA INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL

Mahboula, Kuwait

For more details please contact your

School Authority

A flyer of the Bengali Cultural Society’s 27th KITCO inter-school quiz con-
test on Sept 22.
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secretary@ktmcc.com | www.ktmec.com

A flyer of the event.

Indian artists to mesmerize Kuwait with live concert

ICS presents ‘Afsana & Saajz - Titliaan’

KUWAIT CITY, Sept 21: The Indian
Cultural Society (ICS) is all set to en-
thrall music enthusiasts in Kuwait with
a spellbinding live concert titled ‘Ti-
tliaan,” featuring the renowned play-
back singer and actress, Afsana Khan,
and the multi-talented music director
and singer, Saajz. This captivating mu-
sical extravaganza is scheduled to take
place on Friday, October 6, 2023, at
7:00 PM in the Dr. Kamil Al Rayyes
Auditorium, AIS, situated near the
Maidan Hawally Police Station in Ku-
wait.

Afsana Khan and Saajz, both accom-
plished artists, bring a rich background
in traditional Sufi music, as well as Pun-
jabi and Hindi folk music. Afsana Khan
has garnered fame through hit tracks
like “Titliaan” and “Jatta Sareaam Ve
Tu Dhakka Kardae,” in collaboration
with Sidhu Moose Wala. Her musical
journey began with her debut single,
‘Jhanjar,” released in September 2019,
and she has since delighted audiences
with chart-toppers such as ‘Laddu,’
‘Majhe di Jatti,” and ‘Suit,” which have
gained immense popularity on plat-
forms like YouTube and TikTok.

Talents

Notably, Afsana Khan has also
showcased her talents on television re-
ality shows such as Bigg Boss in 2021,
The Voice of Punjab, The Rising Star,
and Awaaz Punjab Di, solidifying her
status as a pivotal figure in the music
industry.

The power of a singer’s voice is often
the driving force behind a song’s suc-
cess, and Afsana Khan’s mesmerizing
vocals have left an indelible mark on
music lovers worldwide. Her excep-
tional talents have earned her interna-
tional recognition, with performances
in countries like the USA, Canada, UK,
UAE, Korea, and New Zealand, where
expatriate Indians relish music deeply
rooted in their cultural heritage.

Afsana Khan’s impressive repertoire
includes hit songs and music albums
like “Saazish,” “Raat Gayi Baat Gayi,”
“Lala Lori,” “Jaani Ve Jaani,” “Dhak-
ka,” “Naina De Thekay,” “Dila Himmat
Kar,” “Gutt Utte,” “Chandigarh Shehr,”
“Black Night,” “Maarna A Menu,”
“Nakhre Jatti De Tera Pyaar,” “Jine
Dukh, Badmashi,” “Na Maar Vailpu-
na,” “Hawa Karda,” “Tootera,” “Mere
Kol,” “Mahi Mileya,” “Bechari Chali-
kiyan,” “Koi Si,” “Bazaar,” “Taveez,”
“Newspaper,” “Chandi Di Dabbi,”
“Zakham,” “Zindagi,” “Dil Di Proper-
ty,” “Diljale,” “Kithe Bach De,” “Kaala
Jadu,” “Kamal Karte Ho,” “Nafrat,”
“Pyar Jatt Da,” “Nain Matakka” and
many more.

Furthermore, she has collaborated
with esteemed artists such as Gurlez
Akhtar, Dilpreet Dhillon, Ammy Virk,
Armaan Bedil, and Salim-Suleiman,
expanding her artistic horizons.

Adding to the musical brilliance of
the evening is Saajz, Afsana Khan’s
spouse, who is a singer, actor, and music
director in the Punjabi music industry.
Saajz’s musical journey started under
the guidance of the legendary Nusrat
Fateh Ali Khan, and his debut single,
“Yaari Anthem,” met with resounding
success. He has further delighted listen-
ers with hits like “Qafira,” “Ohh Meri
Jaan,” “Nawwab,” and many more.

The Indian Cultural Society (ICS)
has a reputation for hosting high-qual-
ity events featuring legendary and top-
ranked artists. As a social non-profit
organization, their mission is to provide
the audience in Kuwait with top-notch
entertainment, creating a sense of a
“home away from home” through cap-
tivating performances.

The ICS team’s dedication and abil-
ity to deliver exceptional entertainment
have established them as a model for live
events in Kuwait. Music enthusiasts and
culture aficionados are invited to join this
unforgettable evening of entertainment
on Friday, October 6th, at 7:00 PM at the
American International School Audito-
rium, located near the Maidan Hawally
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A flyer of the ‘Afsana Khan & Saajz - Titliaan’ live concert.

YOUTH LEADERSHIP PROGRAM

Where Youth Power Meets Leadership
Excellence!

Batch Starting_in September 2023!

Join us for the Youth Leadership Program in Toastmasters,
where you will acquire the skills and confidence to become
a dynamic and influential leader. This program is designed
for young individuals like you, who aspire to make a positive
impact in their lives and communities.

« Gain invaluable leadership skills for

personal and professional growth.

FOR
YOUTH
AGES10-17

Enhance your public speaking abilities

and conquer your fear of public
speaking.

Connect with like-minded young leaders

and expand your network.

Receive guidance and mentorship from

experienced Toastmasters.

A flyer of the event.

DTC to hold Youth Leadership Program

Durrar Toastmasters Club (DTC),
Riggae, Kuwait is organizing a Youth
Leadership Program from Sept 29
to Oct 27, 2023, with one session
per week. Calling all young leaders
ready to make a difference! We invite
you to be a part of our transformative
Youth Leadership Program compris-
ing 5 dynamic sessions. If you are in
the age group 10-17 years and wish
to develop your communication skills
to be better able to make an impact
in your environment, this program is
for you.

We focus on:
B The Power of Communication
B Building Stronger Relationships
B Goal Setting and Time Manage-

ment
B Leading with Confidence
B Making a Positive Impact
This program is your gateway to:
M Unlocking Leadership Skills: De-
velop critical leadership abilities that
will serve you for a lifetime.
W Mastering Public Speaking: Over-
come your fear of public speaking
and express yourself confidently.
B Building Connections: Connect
with other ambitious young leaders
and expand your network.
B Mentorship: Benefit from guidance
by experienced Toastmasters.
Phone: +965 9898 9697
Registration Link: https://forms.gle/
XgtFfFXPPo8risGHA

Police Station in Kuwait.

For seat reservations and further
details, please contact ICS via email
at ics.kuwait@gmail.com or through
WhatsApp at 60045296, 99709495,
97653441, 97690035, and 97984603.

Additional information can be found
at www.icskuwait.org. Don’t miss the
chance to witness the magic of Afsana
Khan and Saajz in this spectacular live
concert presented by the Indian Cultural
Society.



This March 2, 2023 file
photo, shows Cisco logo
in the Mobile World Con-
gress 2023 in Barcelona,
Spain. Silicon Valley tech

giant Cisco is buying
cybersecurity firm Splunk,
Thursday, Sept. 21, in a
$28 billion deal as it looks
to keep up with potential
security threats that could
be brought about by the
increasing use of artificial
intelligence. (AP)

Cisco buying cybersecurity firm Splunk

of artificial intelligence.
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Cisco is buying the cybersecurity firm
Splunk in a $28 billion deal as it bolsters its
defenses against potential security threats
that may be heightened by the widening use

The Silicon Valley networking tech giant
will pay $157 per Splunk Inc. share.

“Our combined capabilities will drive the
next generation of Al-enabled security and
observability,” Cisco Chair and CEO Chuck
Robbins said in a prepared statement. “From
threat detection and response to threat predic-
tion and prevention, we will help make organi-
zations of all sizes more secure and resilient.”

tion as a smart move for Cisco.

Dan Ives of Wedbush sees the transac-

“Cisco is focused on the next generation
of Al-enabled security and observability
and Splunk’s well regarded unique platform
makes this the right move at the right time for
Cisco in our view and an aggressive strate-
gic play in cybersecurity,” he wrote in a note
to clients. “For Cisco this is a shot across the
bow at Palo Alto, Checkpoint, Crowdstrike,
Microsoft, Zscaler and others that the tech
stalwart is not sitting idle in this market and
now is making an aggressive play to gain
market share in the coming years.” (AP)

USD stable

The US dollar remained stable on
Thursday vis a vis the Kuwaiti Dinar at
KD 0.308 and the euro went down by
0.37 percent settling at KD 0.328 com-
pared to yesterday’s exchange rates.
The Central Bank of Kuwait said in
its daily bulletin that the sterling pound
fell to KD 0.380, the Swiss franc re-
mained stable at KD 0.343, and the
Japanese yen firmed at KD 0.002.
Exchange rates declared by the
CBK reflect average prices and not
rates of actual transactions. (KUNA)

Australian media magnate vows to remain engaged

Rupert Murdoch steppmg down as head of News Corp and Fox Corp

NEW YORK, Sept 21, (AP): Rupert Murdoch, the
92-year-old Australian medla magnate whose creation
of Fox News made him a force in American politics, is
stepping down as leader of both Fox’s parent company
and his News Corp. media holdings.

Fox said Thursday that Murdoch would become
chairman emeritus of both companies, effective at
board meetings in November. His son, Lachlan, will
become News Corp. chairman and continue as chief
executive officer of Fox Corp.

Lachlan Murdoch said that “we are grateful that
he will serve as chairman emeritus and know he will
continue to provide valued counsel to both compa-
nies.”

Besides Fox News, Murdoch started the Fox broad-
cast network, the first to successfully challenge the Big
Three of ABC, CBS and NBC, with shows like “The
Simpsons.” He is owner of The Wall Street Journal and

Rupert Murdoch introduces Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo during the Herman Kahn Award Gala, in New
York, Oct 30, 2018. (AP)

the New York Post.
Fox News Channel has profoundly influenced televi-

sion and the nation’s politics since its start in 1996,
making Murdoch a hero to some and pariah to others.
The 24-hour network converted the power and energy
of political talk radio to television. Within six years, it
outrated CNN and MSNBC.

But it has been a rough year for Fox, which was
forced to pay $787 million to settle a defamation law-
suit related to its coverage of false claims following the
2020 presidential election. Shortly after, Fox fired its
most popular personality, Tucker Carlson.

Murdoch vowed in a letter to employees that he
would remain engaged at Fox.

“In my new role, I can guarantee you that I will be
involved every day in the contest of ideas, Murdoch
wrote. “Our companies are communities, and I will
be an active member of our community. I will be
watching our broadcasts with a critical eye, reading
our newspapers and websites and books with much

interest.”

There was no immediate word on why Murdoch’s
announcement came now. Ironically, it is the week au-
thor and Murdoch biographer Michael Wolff is pub-
lishing a book, “The End of Fox News,” speculating
on what will happen to the network when the patriarch
is gone.

Murdoch and his family, particularly children James,
Lachlan, Elisabeth and Prudence, were said to be the
model of the HBO show “ Succession.”

He built his empire from a single newspaper in Ad-
elaide, Australia, inherited from his father and became
amulti-billionaire. Forbes estimated the Murdoch fam-
ily’s net worth at roughly $19 billion in 2020.

While Murdoch never ran for political office, politi-
cians in the United States and Britain anxiously sought
his approval.

Stocks ‘slump’ worldwide as allure
grows to buy Treasury bill and chill

Fed says rates may stay high in '24

Labor market still strong

US applications for jobless
benefits fall to lowest level

NEW YORK, Sept 21, (AP):
U.S. applications for unemploy-
ment benefits fell to their lowest
level in eight months last week
as the labor market continues to

NEW YORK, Sept 21,
(AP): Wall Street is slump-
ing again Thursday as
stock prices drop world-
wide on expectations that
U.S. interest rates will stay

high well into next year.

The S&P 500 was 1.1% lower
in midday trading. That follows a
similar drop from Wednesday af-
ter the Federal Reserve indicated it
may cut interest rates next year by
just half what it earlier predicted.
The Fed has already hiked its main
interest rate to levels unseen since
2001, which helps slow inflation
but at the cost of hurting invest-
ment prices.

Big Tech stocks again took the brunt
of the pain because they’re typically
among the biggest victims of high
rates. The Nasdaq composite was 1.3%
lower, as of 11:30 a.m. Eastern time, as
Amazon fell 3.2% and Nvidia dropped
1.9%. The Dow Jones Industrial Aver-
age was down 178 points, or 0.5%.

Stock prices tend to fall when rates
rise because stocks are historically risky
investments. Why stomach the chance
of their big swings when Treasurys are

show strength in the face of ele-
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paying more in interest than before? And
they’re paying much more.

A 10-year Treasury yield is offer-
ing a yield of 4.48%, up from 4.40%
late Wednesday and from only 0.50%
three years ago. It’s near its highest
level since 2007.

The two-year Treasury yield, mean-
while, was wavering following mixed
reports on the economy. It slipped to
5.12% from 5.17% late Wednesday
after climbing earlier in the morning.

April 21, 2023. (AP)

A notice indicating that a home has been sold appears on a sign in residential section of San Francisco, Friday,

Homebuyers grapple with rising mortgage rates

Home sales dip again in August

vated interest rates.

U.S. applications for jobless
claims fell by 20,000 to 201,000
for the week ending Sept. 16, the
Labor Department reported
Thursday. That’s the lowest fig-
ure since the last week of
January.

Jobless claim applications are
seen as representative of the
number of layoffs in a given
week.

The four-week moving aver-
age of claims, a less volatile
measure, fell by 7,750 to
217,000.

Benchmark

Though the Federal Reserve
opted to leave its benchmark
borrowing rate alone this week,
it is well into the second year of
its battle to stamp out four-
decade high inflation. The
whopping 11 interest rate hikes
since March of last year have
helped to curb price growth, but
the U.S. economy and Iabor
market have held up better than
most expected.

Earlier this month, the govern-
ment reported that U.S. employ-
ers added a healthy 187,000 jobs

in August. Though the unem-
ployment rate ticked up to 3.8%,
it’s still low by historical mea-
sures.

U.S. businesses have been
adding an average of about
236,000 jobs per month this
year, down from the pandemic
surge of the previous two years,
but still a strong number.

Recent government data also
showed that job openings
dropped to 8.8 million in July,
the fewest since March 2021
and down from 9.2 million in
June. However, those numbers
remain unusually robust con-
sidering monthly job openings
never topped 8 million before
2021.

Besides some layoffs early
this year - mostly in the technol-
ogy sector - companies have
been trying to hold on to their
employees.

Many businesses struggled to
replenish their workforces after
cutting jobs during the pandem-
ic, and a sizable amount of the
ongoing hiring likely reflects
efforts by firms to catch up to
elevated levels of consumer
demand that emerged since the
pandemic recession.

Overall, 1.66 million people
were collecting unemployment
benefits the week that ended
Sept. 9, about 21,000 fewer than
the previous week.

On the winning side of Wall Street,
FedEx rose 3.9% after it reported
stronger profit for the latest quarter
than analysts expected.

London’s FTSE 100 slipped 0.6%
after the Bank of England left interest
rates steady. The expectation had been
for another rate hike, but a surprising
report this week showed a drop in U.K.
inflation.

Stock markets elsewhere around the
world were much weaker.

Japan’s Nikkei 225 fell 1.4%, South
Korea’s Kospi dropped 1.7% and
France’s CAC 40 lost 1.6%.

Europe

Germany’s DAX declined 1.1%, the
CAC 40 in Paris retreated 1.4% while
Britain’s FTSE 100 gained 0.5%.

Asia

Hong Kong’s Hang Seng lost 1.3%
to 17,665.41 and the Shanghai Com-
posite index gave up 0.8%, to 3,084.70.

Tokyo’s Nikkei 225 was off 1.4%
at 32,571.03, while in Seoul the Ko-
spi shed 1.6% to 2,514.97. Austral-

ia’s S&P/ASX 200 slipped 1.4% to
7,065.20.

0il
U.S. benchmark crude oil lost 60
cents to $89.06 a barrel in electronic
trading on the New York Mercan-
tile Exchange. It gained 82 cents on
Wednesday. Brent crude, the pricing

basis for international trading, de-
clined 68 cents to $92.85 a barrel.

Currencies

The U.S. dollar slipped to 147.90 Jap-
anese yen from 148.35 yen. Traders are
watching to see what the Bank of Japan
does when it wraps up a monetary policy
meeting on Friday. The euro weakened
to $1.0641 from $1.0661.

LOS ANGELES, Sept 21, (AP): Sales of previously
occupied U.S. homes fell for the third month in a row
in August, as higher mortgage rates, rising prices and
a dearth of properties on the market discouraged many
would-be homebuyers.

Existing home sales fell 0.7% last month from July
to a seasonally adjusted annual rate of 4.04 million, the
National Association of Realtors said Thursday. That’s
below the 4.10 million pace that economists were ex-
pecting, according to FactSet.

Sales slumped 15.3% compared with the same
month last year.

The national median sales price rose 3.9% from Au-
gust last year to $407,100, marking the third month in
a row that the median price remained above $400,000.

“Home prices continue to march higher despite
lower home sales,” said Lawrence Yun, the NAR’s
chief economist. “Supply needs to essentially double
to moderate home price gains.”

The shortage of homes for sale has kept the market
competitive, driving bidding wars in many places, es-

homes purchased last month sold for more than their
list price, Yun said.

All told, there were 1.1 million homes on the market
by the end of last month, down 0.9% from July and
14.1% from August last year, the NAR said.

The latest housing market figures are more evidence
that many house hunters are being held back by a per-
sistently low inventory of homes for sale and rising
mortgage rates.

Because home sales typically take about a month to
be finalized once a contract is signed, transactions in
August happened as the rate for a 30-year mortgage
averaged just under 7%.

The weekly average rate on a 30-year home loan
climbed jumped hit 7.23% last month, the highest level
in more than 22 years, and has held above 7% since
August, according to mortgage buyer Freddie Mac.

High rates can add hundreds of dollars a month in
costs for borrowers, limiting how much they can af-
ford in a market already unaffordable to many Ameri-
cans. They also discourage homeowners who locked in

A sign advertising jobs for bus drivers is posted in Palatine, .,
day, Sept. 13, 2023. On Thursday, the Labor Department reports on the

Wednes-

pecially for the most affordable homes. About 31% of

those low rates two years ago from selling.

number of people who applied for unemployment benefits last week. (AP)

Small venture capital player hecomes symbol in fight over corporate diversity policies

NEW YORK, Sept 21, (AP): A venture capital
firm that has backed buzzy new companies like
restaurant chain Slutty Vegan and beauty brand
Live Tinted has become symbolic of the fight
over corporate diversity policies since becom-
ing a target of a lawsuit over a grant program for
Black women.

But the Fearless Fund is a tiny player in the
approximately $200 billion global venture capital
market.

The Atlanta-based firm has invested nearly $27
million in some 40 businesses led by women of
color since launching in 2019, and awarded an-
other $3.7 million in grants. Collectively, those
businesses employ about 540 people, up from 250
at the time of investment, according to the Fear-
less Fund’s “impact report,” released Wednesday.

While the money has made a big difference to

those businesses, Fearless Fund co-founder Arian
Simone said it’s a drop in the bucket compared to
systemic changes needed to close the racial and
gender gap in venture capital funding.

Less than 1% of venture capital funding goes
to businesses owned by Black and Hispanic
women, according to the nonprofit advocacy
group Digitalundivided. Just to get that number
over 2% would take billions of dollars, Simone
said.

“It takes trillions of dollars to really move the
needle,” Simone said in an interview with The
Associated Press, “which is why I think that
policy changes need to take place in order to col-
lectively get us up to speed.”

Simone said she would like to see pension
funds and other institutional investors, for exam-
ple, enact mandates for venture capital firms to

fund a certain number of minority-owned com-
panies.

It’s those sort of intentional policies that are
under attack from conservative activist groups
waging a legal battle against corporate diversity
initiatives, an effort that has intensified since the
Supreme Court struck down affirmative action in
college admissions.

The lawsuit against the Fearless Fund was filed
by Edward Blum, the conservative activist who
filed the affirmative action cases before the Su-
preme Court. It targets the fund’s Strivers Grant
Contest, which awards $20,000 to Black women
who run businesses, arguing it violates a section
of the Civil Rights Act of 1866 prohibiting racial
discrimination in contracts.

Blum’s organization, American Alliance For
Equal Rights, has also filed lawsuits against two

law firms in Texas and Florida over fellowship
programs for diverse candidates, accusing them
of being discriminatory.

In an interview with The AP, Blum said his
organization brought the case against the Fear-
less Fund after another woman-owned business
brought the grant contest to their attention.

“A useful way of determining the fairness
and ultimately the legality of a policy is to ap-
ply the shoe on the other foot test,” Blum said,
asking whether “a different venture capital
fund’s requirement that only white men are
eligible for its funding and support” would be
considered legal.

The Fearless Fund enlisted prominent civil
rights lawyers, including Ben Crump, to defend
against the lawsuit, filed in U.S. District Court in
Atlanta.
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Hedonova is delighted to an-
nounce the launch of an exclusive
short-only fund, set to debut in
the prestigious Abu Dhabi Global
Market (ADGM). This distinctive
initiative marks Hedonova as one
of the few investment companies
in the world to introduce a spe-
cialized investment strategy cen-
tered around short-selling securi-
ties on such a scale.

The short-only fund, a testament

to Hedonova’s innovative spirit,
presents a unique opportunity for
investors to hedge themselves
from market fluctuations and reap
potential benefits from downward
trends. By concentrating solely
on short-selling securities, Hedo-
nova aims to distinguish itself by
offering investors a pathway to
diversify their portfolios and poten-
tially achieve favorable returns, ir-
respective of market direction.
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Hedonova launches unique short-only fund in ADGM

It is scheduled to commence
operations in the second quarter
of 2024 pending licensure. The
Hedonova short-only fund will
empower investors to capitalise
on market drawdowns, poten-
tially yielding gains during down-
ward trends and catastrophic
market events.

The company has secured a
substantial anchor investment
of $150 million from a sovereign

wealth fund, underscoring a re-
sounding vote of confidence in
the investment strategy. This
resolute backing further solidifies
Hedonova’s commitment to deliv-
ering exceptional results, with the
company anticipating a total capi-
talization of $400 million.

“Our expansion into the vibrant
investment landscape of the UAE
reflects a substantial transforma-
tion,” remarked Alexander Caven-

dish, CEO at Hedonova. “Numer-
ous investment companies are
recognizing the promising oppor-
tunities within this dynamic region.”

Hedonova’s ADGM expansion
reaffirms its commitment to in-
novation in investments. Through
the introduction of the short-only
fund, Hedonova is poised to pro-
vide investors with access to the
potential benefits of short selling,
contributing to the growth and di-

versification of their investment
portfolios. As part of its commit-
ment to transparency and ethical
investing, Hedonova will prioritize
rigorous risk management for
stability and investor protection.

The company’s mission is to cre-
ate a more diversified and resilient
investment landscape for its cli-
ents, and the short-only fund rep-
resents a significant step in achiev-
ing this vision. (Business Wire)

BoE joins US Fed in keeping interest rates unchanged

Decline in inflation cited

LONDON, Sept 21, (AP):
The Bank of England on
Thursday joined the U.S.
Federal Reserve in pausing
interest rate increases af-
ter a surprising fall in U.K.
inflation eased concerns
about the pace of price ris-

€s.

In a development that few pre-
dicted just two days ago, the cen-
tral bank kept its main interest
rate unchanged at a 15-year high
of 5.25%. It comes to the relief of
millions of homeowners who are
facing higher mortgage rates after
nearly two years of hikes.

Central banks worldwide appear to
be near the end of an aggressive rate-
hiking cycle meant to curb an outburst
of inflation triggered by the bounce-
back from the COVID-19 pandemic
and Russia’s war in Ukraine. The Fed
also left rates unchanged Wednesday.

Clearly influencing the U.K. bank’s
decision was news Wednesday that
inflation unexpectedly fell to 6.7% in
August, its lowest level since Russia
invaded Ukraine in February 2022. But
it is still way above the bank’s target
rate of 2% and higher than in any other
Group of Seven major economy.

Bank Gov. Andrew Bailey said the
decline in inflation was “welcome” but
that the bank stood ready to raise rates
again if it didn’t continue to fall as an-

ticipated.

“We’ll be watching closely to see if
further increases are needed, and we
will need to keep interest rates high
enough for long enough to ensure that
we get the job done,” he said in a state-
ment.

Four of the nine members of the
Monetary Policy Committee voted for
ahike. The five who voted to keep rates
on hold said inflation had been “lower
than had been expected” but that the
decision was “finely balanced,” ac-
cording to minutes from the meeting.

Those who backed a quarter-point
hike said the surprise drop in inflation
was due to one-off factors and judged
that overall there was evidence of more
“persistent inflationary pressures.”

Higher interest rates, which cool the
economy by making it more expensive
to borrow and bearing down on spend-
ing, have contributed to bringing down
inflation worldwide. Though most
economies have avoided falling into
recession, economic growth is sub-
dued in many parts of the world and
fears remain that the British economy
could start to see output shrinking in
coming months.

“While the bank has suggested it
could hike again if inflation proves to
be more than expected, it is likely that
interest rates have now peaked,” said
Luke Bartholomew, senior economist
at asset management firm abrdn. “The
economy is deteriorating rapidly, and
we expect a recession later this year.”

While the decision to leave rates un-

changed is a welcome development, it
doesn’t mean that Britain’s cost-of-liv-
ing crisis has ended. Inflation, though
lower than expected, remains relative-
ly high, as do food and energy costs.

And because there is a lag between
actual rate hikes and mortgage rates,
lots of homeowners and renters have
yet to see increases in their housing
costs.

Unlike in the U.S., for example,
most homeowners in Britain lock in
mortgage rates for only a few years,
so those whose deals expire soon
know that they face much higher bor-
rowing costs in light of the sharp rise
in interest rates over the past couple
of years.

Lewis Shaw, founder of mortgage
adviser Shaw Financial Services, said
the decision will be greeted with “a
collective sigh of relief” across the
country.

“Let’s hope they’ve not gone too far
already, as over 2 million households
are set to renew their mortgages at
higher rates between now and the end
of 2024,” he said.

The Bank of England, like other cen-
tral banks, has raised interest rates ag-
gressively from near zero as it sought
to counter price rises first stoked by
supply chain issues during the coro-
navirus pandemic and then Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine, which pushed up
food and energy costs. U.K. inflation
hit a peak of 11.1% in October 2022.

As inflation has eased, the hiking
cycle looks to be nearing an end.

A man walks past the Bank of England, at the financial district in London, on May 11, 2023. Homeowners across
the U.K. are hoping that the Bank of England will decide to avoid raising interest rates for the first time in nearly two
years. Following news that inflation fell unexpectedly in August to its lowest level since Russia invaded Ukraine,
expectations have grown that the central bank will opt Thursday, Sept 21, 2023, to keep its main interest rate

The Swiss National Bank also kept
rates unchanged Thursday, but in a
busy day for central bank action in Eu-
rope, Sweden’s and Norway’s central

unchanged. (AP)

banks pushed ahead with quarter-point
hikes and Turkey made another large
increase.

The European Central Bank, which

sets interest rates for the 20 European
Union countries that use the euro cur-
rency, last week hinted that its 10th
straight hike could be its last.

Line to link Miami, Orlando at high speed

1st private US passenger rail line
in 100 years is ahout to take off

MIAMI, Sept 21, (AP): The first big
test of whether privately owned high-
speed passenger train service can pros-
per in the United States will launch
Friday when Florida’s Brightline
begins running trains between Miami
and Orlando, reaching speeds of 125
mph (200 kph).

It's a $5 billion bet Brightline’s
owner, Fortress Investment Group, is
making, believing that eventually 8 mil-
lion people annually will take the 3.5-
hour, 235-mile (378-kilometer) trip
between the state’s biggest tourist hubs
- about 30 minutes less than the average
drive between the two cities. The com-
pany is charging single riders $158
round-trip for business class and $298
for first-class, with families and groups
able to buy four round-trip tickets for
$398. Thirty-two trains will run daily.

Brightline, which began running its
neon-yellow trains the 70 miles (112
kilometers) between Miami and West
Palm Beach in 2018, is the first private
intercity passenger service to begin U.S.
operations in a century. It’s also building
a line connecting Southern California
and Las Vegas that it hopes to open in
2027 with trains that will reach 190 mph
(305 kph). The only other U.S. high-
speed line is Amtrak’s Acela service
between Boston and Washington, D.C.,
which began in 2000. Amtrak is owned
by the federal government.

“This is a pretty important moment,
whether you're thinking about it in the
context of the state of Florida or what
it might mean for these kinds of prod-
ucts as they develop elsewhere in the
United States,” Brightline CEO Mike
Reininger said in a recent interview.
“The idea that my car is the only way
for me to get where I need to go is
being challenged by a new product. A
new product that’s safer, that’s green-
er, that is a great value proposition
(and) it’s fun.”

The Florida trains, which run on
biodiesel, will travel up to 79 mph
(127 kph) in urban areas, 110 mph
(177 kph) in less-populated regions
and 125 mph (200 kph) through cen-
tral Florida’s farmland. Brightline
plans possible extensions to Tampa
and Jacksonville.

John Renne, director of Florida
Atlantic University’s Center for Urban
and Environmental Solutions, said the
Miami-Orlando corridor is a perfect
spot for high-speed rail - about 40 mil-
lion Floridians and visitors make the
trip annually, with more than 90% of
them driving.

If Brightline succeeds that could
lead to more high-speed lines between
major cities 200 to 300 miles (320 to

480 kilometers) apart, both by
Brightline and competitors, he said.

“It is quite exciting for South
Florida to kind of be a test bed for
what could be seen as a new paradigm
for transportation, particularly high-
speed rail transportation, in the United
States,” Renne said.

Because Brightline is privately
owned and seeking a profit, it was
more sensitive to getting the project
completed quickly to save money. On
the government side, Renne pointed to
California’s effort to build a high-
speed rail system. Approved by voters
in 2008, it isn’t near fruition, has
already cost billions more than expect-
ed and its prospects for completion are
uncertain as finding a route through
mountains is proving difficult and pol-
iticians added dubious side projects.
Brightline began planning in 2012.

Brightline’s development has suf-
fered setbacks, though. COVID-19
shut down the Miami-West Palm
Beach line for 17 months. A 2018
partnership with Richard Branson’s
Virgin Group to rebrand Brightline as
Virgin Trains USA quickly soured.
Brightline terminated the partnership
in 2020 and Virgin sued in London.
According to the lawsuit, Brightline
says Virgin “ceased to constitute a
brand of international high repute,
largely because of matters related to
the pandemic.” That case is pending.

Then there is the question of safety
for residents near the tracks.

Brightline trains have the highest
death rate in the U.S., fatally striking
98 people since Miami-West Palm
operations began - about one death for
every 32,000 miles (51,500 kilome-
ters) its trains travel, according to an
ongoing Associated Press analysis of
federal data that began in 2019. The
next-worst major railroad has a fatality
every 130,000 miles (209,200 kilome-
ters).

None of the deaths have been found
to be Brightline’s fault - most have
been suicides, drivers who go around
crossing gates or pedestrians running
across tracks. The company hasn’t had
a fatality since June, its longest stretch
except during the pandemic shutdown.

Still, the company’s fatality rate
concerns officials in the extension
area.

Indian River County Sheriff Eric
Flowers said a Brightline official
seemed callous during a recent meet-
ing, saying he seemed more worried
about explaining Brightline’s proce-
dure for getting passengers to their
destination after an accident than how
it deals with deaths.

Huawei Connect 23

Huawel's David Wang: Accelerate intel with
‘custom-built’” Al models for all

SHANGHAI, Sept. 21, (PR
Newswire): During HUAWEI
CONNECT 2023, David Wang,
Huawei’s Executive Director of
the Board, Chairman of ICT In-
frastructure Managing Board, and
President of the Enterprise BG,
delivered a keynote speech titled
“Accelerate Intelligence”. Wang
shared Huawei’s views on and
experience in helping industries
make the most of intelligence.
He also announced the launch of
Huawei’s new Atlas 900 Super-
Cluster. This new Al computing
cluster, the latest offering in Hua-
wei’s Ascend series of computing
products, makes use of a brand-
new architecture. In addition,
Wang announced nine new intel-
ligent industry solutions based on
Huawei’s Intelligent Transforma-
tion reference architecture. These
solutions are designed to meet the
specific needs of different indus-
tries, including finance, govern-
ment, manufacturing, electric
power, and railway.

“A new chapter of intelligent
transformation is unfolding,” Da-
vid Wang said. “We now stand at
the threshold of a new and intel-
ligent world, with vast opportuni-
ties and challenges ahead of us.
We need to work together, dig
deep into industry-specific sce-
narios, and build a solid comput-
ing backbone to power countless
new Al models and applications.
Together, we can help all indus-
tries go intelligent, and help them
do it faster.”

The challenges keeping indus-
tries from going intelligent

With many recent break-
throughs in foundation models,
a vast range of new Al models
and applications are emerging.
Al is also being deeply integrated
into industries, serving more and
more industry scenarios. How-
ever, data, computing power,
algorithms, and application de-
ployment are struggling to keep
up and will be critical to enable
the intelligent transformation of
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David Wang delivering the keynote address. (PR Newsfoto/Huawei)

industries.

To address these challenges,
Wang called for joint efforts to
support intelligent connectivity,
intelligent computing, and intelli-
gent industries, which will be key
to addressing the ongoing prob-
lems with AI implementation
and scenario-specific models. He
explained that this is how differ-
ent industries can make most of
intelligence.

The Ascend Atlas 900 Super-
Cluster

More and more foundation
models trained with trillions of
parameters are emerging, and so
Huawei launched their newest
Atlas 900 SuperCluster, specifi-
cally designed for training mas-
sive Al foundation models.

Working with customers and
partners to launch nine intelligent
industry solutions

Over the past three years, Hua-
wei has established a flock of inte-
grated teams. They dive deep into
industries and scenarios, bring-
ing specialized groups of experts
closer to customer challenges and
more tightly incorporating hori-
zontal R&D resources to help in-
dustries go intelligent. This oper-
ational model has already helped
Huawei more closely work with
partners to create over 200 dedi-
cated intelligent transformation
solutions for more than 20 in-
dustries, including urban govern-
ance, finance, transportation, and
manufacturing. These solutions
have already been implemented

iIndustries

in many real-world projects.

Huawei plans to continue
working with partners on solu-
tions like this to promote the
in-depth integration of Al and
industry scenarios and enable
the intelligent transformation of
ever more industries.

Accelerating Intelligent Trans-
formation White Paper release

Wang also announced the re-
lease of a new white paper, Ac-
celerating Intelligent Transfor-
mation. It’s a collection of case
studies and best practices from
Huawei, its customers and part-
ners, aimed at helping all indus-
tries hit the ground running as
they move to embrace new forms
of intelligence.

The white paper finds that Al
is driving industry upgrade by
serving more and more industry
scenarios and has become a ma-
jor engine of growth for social
advances. Notably, it also asserts
the collaboration between differ-
ent roles of the business world,
academia, and research circles
will be important for new Al ap-
plications and the development
of the entire Al industry. Specifi-
cally, these ecosystem stakehold-
ers will need to work together to
ensure Al is designed to benefit
all by quickly identifying emerg-
ing trends, continuously pursu-
ing technological innovation,
and rapidly improving both en-
gineering practices. To broaden
and deepen Al application across
industries, they will need to en-
able a wide array of models and
applications.

The white paper has already re-
ceived endorsements from several
academicians. It reviews both the
latest trends and developments in
the field of Al, and explores 63
scenario-specific Al applications
from 16 different industries. Ad-
ditionally, it presents a number of
innovative best practices in intel-
ligent transformation from 18 dif-
ferent industries.

OAPEC: Arab countries to maintain global energy resources, developing industry

KUWAIT CITY, Sept 21,
(KUNA): Arab countries’ global
crude reserves is at 54.3 percent
and the region is eager to boost
world supplies by 38.1 percent
by 2050, said Jamal Al-Lougha-
ni, Secretary General of the Or-
ganization of Arab Petroleum
Exporting Countries (OAPEC)
on Thursday.

Speaking during his participa-
tion at the Seventh China-Arab
Energy Cooperation Confer-
ence, held in Haikou, China, Al-
Loughani said that Arab coun-
tries contributed around 29.3
percent of global production and
also had a 30.2 percent share of
the world export of oil.

He indicated that OAPEC

was keen on participating in the
China-Arab Energy Coopera-
tion Conference, which is held
this year slogan of “Entering the
Golden Era of China-Arab En-
ergy Cooperation of Quality and
Sustainability.”

By 2050, Arab countries
would be eager to contribute to
the world energy supplies, es-

pecially with the region having
around 26.3 percent of certi-
fied natural gas reserves and an
intention to boost supplies by
19.8 percent in the same year,
said Al-Loughani.

The OAPEC chief indicated
that China’s growing demand for
oil imports might reach 76.5 per-
cent by 2045.

He added that the Asian giant
demand for natural gas had been
growing, revealing that it reached
41 percent by 2022 despite China
being the fourth global supplier
of gas.

Al-Loughani said that fossil
fuel could contribute to a bal-
anced shift in diversifying en-
ergy resources that would be

environment-friendly as well as
compatible with efforts to coun-
ter climate change.

The energy industry also has
a challenge in the form of secur-
ing resources of oil and natural
gas, which be the main drivers’
of global development by 53
percent until 2045, revealed the
OAPEC chief.
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A flyer of Alfouz
weekly draw.
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THIS WEEK'S WINNER

ABK announces Hebah Barrak Al Tukhaim as winner of Alfouz draw prize

Al Ahli Bank of Kuwait (ABK) an-
nounced Hebah Barrak Al Tukhaim as
the KD10,000 Alfouz weekly draw win-
ner on Monday,18 September, 2023,
held under the supervision of the Min-
istry of Commerce and Industry.

Since its launch, the Alfouz ac-
count continues to offer an impressive
weekly draw of KD10,000. The Bank
has recently expanded its offering by
adding a new alluring monthly draw of

previously.

Event held at Ooredoo HQ

KD20,000, and an exceptional quar-
terly draw of KD100,000.

The account also retains its hall-
mark mega annual draw of a KD5,000
monthly salary for ten years. Further-
more, the Bank now offers custom-
ers an increased opportunity to win
for every KD10 as opposed to KD100

ABK encourages everyone to open
an Alfouz draw account and/or in-

crease their balances to have more
chances in winning in the upcoming
annual draw winner announcement,
which will take place on Friday, 6 Oc-
tober, 2023. The higher the deposits
are, the higher the chances to win.
For more information about ABK,
please follow the Bank’s Instagram ac-
count @abk_kuwait,
contact Ahlan Ahli 1 899 899 or visit one
of the Bank’s branches across Kuwait.

visit eahli.com,

KIB promotes financial literacy and banking awareness

KUWAIT CITY, Sept 21: For the
third year in a row, Kuwait Inter-
national Bank (KIB) announced
its continuous support of the
‘Let’s Be Aware’ (Diraya) finan-
cial awareness campaign, which
was launched by the Central Bank
of Kuwait (CBK) and the Kuwait
Banking Association (KBA) in
cooperation with local banks. The
Bank’s steady support stems from
its constant keenness to develop
the financial culture of its custom-
ers and spread banking awareness
among all targeted segments of so-
ciety.

KIB recently set up a booth at the
headquarters of Ooredoo Kuwait to
introduce the company’s employ-
ees to the various banking products
and services it can provide based
on their personal needs and life-
styles. Representatives at the KIB
booth also helped them understand

the various aspects related to fi-
nancial affairs and how to manage
them in light of the developments
in banking services. In addition,
they raised awareness around the
risks and challenges involved, the
most important being the various
forms of electronic fraud.
Commenting on the occasion,
Yacoub Ashkanani, Area Man-
ager at KIB, said: “Commitment
to effective communication with
customers across various sectors
and spreading financial literacy
among company employees like
Ooredoo comes at the top of our
priorities. We also believe in the
importance of promoting finan-
cial culture and building strong
customer relationships, which
serve as pillars of success in the
banking sector. This practice is a
fundamental step towards build-
ing a society that is more aware

of digital banking developments,
and more capable of understand-
ing their influences.”

Ashkanani expressed his admira-
tion for how the Bank’s employees
connected with their peers at Oore-
doo, as they provided comprehen-
sive information about KIB’s fi-
nancial and banking services. They
also put special focus on the spe-
cific products and promotions suit-
ing each individual and explained
all the associated benefits, includ-
ing digital solutions, promotional
offers, and campaigns. Moreover,
KIB representatives made sure
to enhance the understanding of
Ooredoo employees on the basic
standards for the safe use of bank-
ing cards, applications, and digital
channels.

It is worth noting that KIB is
committed to maintaining con-
stant communication with all seg-
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KIB Diraya Booth at Ooredoo.

ments of society to boost banking
awareness and enhance the level of
financial culture. This falls in line

with the goals of its leading social
responsibility program and is root-
ed in its role as one of the leading

KIB € KIB LKIB {KIB

Yacoub Ashkanani, Area Manager
at KIB.

Kuwaiti banks participating in the
‘Let’s Be Aware’ national aware-
ness campaign.

Fed keeps rates unchanged

Move signals optimism about a potential ‘soft landing’

WASHINGTON, Sept 21,
(AP): The Federal Reserve
left its benchmark interest
rate unchanged Wednes-
day for the second time in
its past three meetings, a
sign that it’s moderating
its fight against inflation as

price pressures have eased.

The Fed’s policymakers also
signaled that they expect to raise
rates once more this year and en-
vision their key rate staying higher
in 2024 than most analysts had ex-
pected.

But as their latest policy meeting
ended Wednesday, the 19 members of
the Fed’s rate-setting committee con-
veyed growing optimism that they will
manage to slow inflation to their 2%
target without causing the deep reces-
sion that many economists had feared
earlier this year. It’s a hopeful scenario
that economists call a “soft landing.”

In a set of new quarterly projections,
the policymakers showed that they ex-
pect faster economic growth and lower
unemployment this year and next
year than they had foreseen just three
months ago. Even with solid economic
growth in sight, they also expect infla-
tion to continue to cool.

Expectations

Those expectations suggest that
Fed officials believe “they’re going to
be able to do what it takes to achieve
gradual disinflation without disruption
to the labor market, or without trigger-
ing a meaningful recession,” said Sub-
adra Rajappa, head of rates strategy at
Societe Generale.

Since peaking at a year-over-year
peak of 9.1% in June 2022, consum-
er inflation in the United States has
dropped to 3.7%. Speaking at a news
conference Wednesday, Chair Jerome
Powell cautioned that the Fed is still
seeking further assurance from forth-
coming economic data that inflation is
on a sustainable path back to its target
level. But he said the Fed is getting
closer to the end of its rate-hiking cy-
cle and that a soft landing seems “plau-
sible.”

“We're fairly close, we think, to
where we need to get,” the Fed chair
said. “A soft landing is a primary ob-
jective. ... That’s what we’ve been try-
ing to achieve all this time.”

The Fed’s latest decision kept its
benchmark rate at about 5.4%, the re-
sult of 11 rate hikes it unleashed be-
ginning in March 2022. Those rapid
hikes, Powell said, now allow the cen-
tral bank to take a more measured ap-
proach to its rate policy.

“We're taking advantage of the fact
that we moved quickly in the past,”
he said, to manage rates “a little more
carefully now as we sort of find our
way to the right level of restriction that
we need to get inflation back down to
2%.”

Fed officials expect to cut interest
rates just twice next year, fewer than
the four rate cuts they had forecast in
June. They predict that their key short-
term rate will still be 5.1% at the end
of 2024 - higher than it was from the
2008-2009 Great Recession until May
of this year.

Yet one reason they likely have re-
duced the number of expected cuts is
also a positive one: They think a re-
cession, which would require multiple
rate cuts to aid the economy, is less
likely to occur.

“What we have right now is what’s
still a very strong labor market that’s
coming back into balance,” Powell
said. “We’re making progress on infla-
tion. Growth is strong.”

Federal Reserve Chairman Jerome Powell speaks during a news conference following the Federal Open Market
Committee meeting, Wednesday, Sept. 20, 2023, in Washington. (AP)

Further shift in economic policies

Turkey’s cbank hikes interest rates again

ISTANBUL, Sept 21, (AP): Turkey’s
central bank raised its key interest rate
by 5 percentage points Thursday,
another large but expected hike that
signals a continued push toward more
traditional economic policies under
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan.

The bank hiked its policy rate to
30%, saying it has kept up the “mone-
tary tightening process” to combat
rampant inflation and control price
instability. Its statement said inflation
in July and August was “above expec-
tations,” hitting 58.94% last month.

It takes Turkey into a more typical
economic approach after critics
blamed a series of rate cuts set by
Erdogan for making a cost-of-living
crisis worse. Turkish households were
left struggling to afford rent and basic
goods as inflation surged.

Erdogan has long argued that lower-
ing interest rates helps fight inflation,
a theory that runs contrary to tradi-
tional economic thinking. The Turkish

central bank started cutting rates in
late 2021 under pressure from
Erdogan.

Central banks around the world,
meanwhile, have been hiking rates to
bring consumer price rises under con-
trol following the COVID-19 pandem-
ic and Russia’s war in Ukraine. Now,
banks from the U.S. Federal Reserve
to Bank of England are hitting pause
as they near the end of their aggressive
increases.

Turkey has work to do to catch up in
its fight against inflation.

After winning reelection in May,
Erdogan appointed a new economic
team, signaling a return to more con-
ventional policies.

The team includes former Merrill
Lynch banker Mehmet Simsek, who
returned as finance minister, a post he
held until 2018, and Hafize Gaye
Erkan who took over as central bank
governor.

Before their appointments, the cen-

tral bank had cut its key interest rate
from around 19% in 2021 to 8.5%
earlier this year. Erdogan has fired
three central bank governors who
resisted pressure to cut rates before
appointing Erkan’s predecessor in
2021.

Economists say Erdogan’s unortho-
dox policies exacerbated economic
turmoil, leading to currency and cost-
of-living crises that have brought hard-
ship to households. Erdogan insists his
economic model stimulates growth,
exports and employment.

Following Erkan’s appointment, the
bank has raised its key rate a series fo
time: by an aggressive 7.5 percentage
points in August, 2.5 percentage points
in July and 6.5 percentage points in
June.

The Turkish lira - which has lost
some 30% of its value against the U.S.
dollar since the start of the year -
dropped slightly against the greenback
Thursday.

Though Fed officials have projected
one more rate hike this year, Pow-
ell appeared to hedge more than he
typically does on whether that would
prove necessary.

“At this stage, they don’t have as
much certainty about that hike,” said
Derek Tang, an economist at LHMey-
er, a forecasting firm. “He did sound
more equivocal.”

Treasury yields moved sharply
higher Wednesday after the Fed issued
a statement after its latest policy meet-
ing and updated its economic projec-
tions.

In their new quarterly projections,
the policymakers estimate that the
economy will grow faster this year
and next year than they had previously
envisioned. They now foresee growth
reaching 2.1% this year, up from a 1%
forecast in June, and 1.5% next year,
up from their previous 1.1% forecast.

Core inflation, which excludes
volatile food and energy prices and is
considered a good predictor of future
trends, is now expected to fall to 3.7%
by year’s end, better than the 3.9%
forecast in June. Core inflation, under
the Fed’s preferred measure, is now

4.2%. The policymakers expect it to
drop to 2.6%, near their target, by the
end of next year.

The approach to rate increases the Fed
is now taking reflects an awareness that
the risks to the economy of raising rates
too high is growing. Previously, the of-
ficials had focused more on the risks of
not doing enough to slow inflation.

In generating sharply higher inter-
est rates throughout the economy, the
Fed has sought to slow borrowing - for
houses, cars, home renovations, busi-
ness investment and the like - to help
ease spending, moderate the pace of
growth and curb inflation.

Though clear progress on inflation
has been achieved, gas prices have
lurched higher again, reaching a na-
tional average of $3.88 a gallon as of
Tuesday. Oil prices have surged more
than 12% in just the past month.

And the economy is still expanding
at a solid pace as Americans, buoyed
by steady job growth and pay raises,
have kept spending. Both trends could
keep inflation and the Fed’s interest
rates high enough and long enough
to weaken household and corporate
spending and the economy as a whole.

While overall inflation has declined,
the costs of some services - from auto
insurance and car repairs to veteri-
nary services and hair salons - are still
climbing faster than they were before
the pandemic. Still, most recent data is
pointing in the direction the Fed wants
to see: Inflation in June and July, ex-
cluding volatile food and energy pric-
es, posted its two lowest monthly read-
ings in nearly two years.

And signs have grown that the job
market isn’t as robust as it had been,
which helps keep a check on infla-
tion. The pace of hiring has moderat-
ed. The number of unfilled openings
fell sharply in June and July. And
the number of Americans who have
started seeking work has jumped.
This has brought labor demand and
supply into better balance and eased
pressure on employers to raise pay
to attract and keep workers - a trend
that can lead them to raise prices to
offset higher labor costs.

Some factors are threatening to re-
ignite inflation, weaken the economy,
or both. Rising oil prices, for example,
are making gasoline steadily more ex-
pensive.

59,000 of them removed this year

Airbnb says it's cracking
down on fake ‘listings’

WASHINGTON, Sept 21, (AP):
Fake listings have emerged as a
major problem for Airbnb,
threatening to scare off consum-
ers and prompting the short-term
rental service to use Al in an
effort to crack down on fraud-
sters.

Airbnb says it has removed
59,000 fake listings and prevent-
ed another 157,000 from joining
the platform this year.

Fake listings and high cleaning
fees are among several issues
that Airbnb said Wednesday that
its users highlighted in a compa-
ny survey. Others included high
cleaning fees and a desire for
lower prices.

The San Francisco company
said more than 260,000 listings
have lowered or removed clean-
ing fees this year, since it gave
consumers the means to sort
listings in order of all-in pric-
ing.
Airbnb says the change in how
prices are displayed discourages
hosts from touting low prices but
piling on extra fees. However,
only about one-third of Airbnb
renters are using it.

“We got a lot of feedback that
Airbnb is not as affordable as it
used to be,” CEO Brian Chesky
said in an interview. The pricing
changes are starting work, he
said, and more measures are in
the works.

One of those is “seasonal

dynamic pricing” - technology
that would help hosts adjust pric-
es more often, like airlines and
hotels do. Chesky said that will
prod hosts into cutting prices
during the off-season, but it
could also help them raise peak
prices.

Airbnb also said that later this
year it will begin verifying all
listings in its top five markets
including the United States and
the United Kingdom to combat
an outbreak of fakes.

Fraudulent  listings create
refunds and rebooking costs for
Airbnb, “but the biggest risk is to
our reputation,” Chesky said. "If
you can’t trust when you book an
Airbnb that it’s real and you're
going to like it, then you’re going
to stay in a hotel.”

The company plans to use Al
to help it verify listings in those
top five countries.

It will have hosts go inside the
property and open the Airbnb
app. GPS will verify they are at
the correct address, and Al will
be used to compare live photos
with pictures that the host uses
on the listing.

Properties in the U.S., UK.,
Canada, France and Australia
that pass the test will get a “veri-
fied” icon on their listings start-
ing in February. The company
said it will verify listings in 30
more countries starting late next
year.

Google sued for negligence after

a man drove off

RALEIGH, N.C., Sept 21, (AP):
The family of a North Carolina
man who died after driving his
car off a collapsed bridge while
following Google Maps direc-
tions is suing the technology giant
for negligence, claiming it had
been informed of the collapse but
failed to update its navigation
system.

Philip Paxson, a medical device
salesman and father of two,
drowned Sept. 30, 2022, after his
Jeep Gladiator plunged into Snow
Creek in Hickory, according to a
lawsuit filed Tuesday in Wake
County Superior Court. Paxson
was driving home from his daugh-
ter’s ninth birthday party through
an unfamiliar neighborhood when
Google Maps allegedly directed
him to cross a bridge that had col-
lapsed nine years prior and was
never repaired.

“Our girls ask how and why their
daddy died, and I'm at a loss for
words they can understand because,
as an adult, I still can’t understand
how those responsible for the GPS
directions and the bridge could
have acted with so little regard for
human life,” his wife, Alicia
Paxson, said in a news release.

State troopers who found
Paxton’s body in his overturned
and partially submerged truck had
said there were no barriers or
warning signs along the washed-

collapsed bridge

out roadway. He had driven off
an unguarded edge and crashed
about 20 feet below, according to
the lawsuit.

The North Carolina State Patrol
had said the bridge was not main-
tained by local or state officials,
and the original developer’s com-
pany had dissolved. The lawsuit
names several private property
management companies that it
claims are responsible for the
bridge and the adjoining land.

Multiple people had notified
Google Maps about the collapse
in the years leading up to Paxson’s
death and had urged the company
to update its route information,
according to the lawsuit.

The Tuesday court filing
includes email records from
another Hickory resident who had
used the map’s “suggest and edit”
feature in September 2020 to alert
the company that it was directing
drivers over the collapsed bridge.
A November 2020 email confir-
mation from Google confirms the
company received her report and
was reviewing the suggested
change, but the lawsuit claims
Google took no further actions.

A spokesperson for Google,
which is headquartered in
California but maintains a regis-
tered office in Raleigh, did not
immediately provide comment on
the lawsuit.
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Expert tips to tackle credit card debt smartly

Student loans back ... is it time to consolidate credit card debt?

By Jackie Veling
NerdWallet

he federal student loan payment

pause that began in March 2020
is ending. Loans began accruing inter-
est on Sept. 1, and borrowers will start
making payments in October.

But the restart comes at a tricky time
for Americans’ finances. Credit card
debt is at a record high - $1 trillion, ac-
cording to the Federal Reserve Bank of
New York - and student loan borrow-
ers may struggle to prioritize different
types of debt.

Credit card debt is especially dam-
aging to your finances because of its
high, compounding interest. As money
gets tighter, consolidating your credit
card debt under a zero- or low-interest
product may be a smart move.

Budget

With no student loan bills for the
past three-plus years, borrowers may
have used the space in their budget to
take on other types of debt.

More than half of all federal stu-
dent loan borrowers took out a new
bank-issued credit card during the
pandemic,while 36% got an auto loan
and 31% signed up for a retail credit
card, according to a July TransUnion
study.

Liz Pagel, senior vice president of
consumer lending for TransUnion,
says that while some debt acquisition
was a natural result of young consum-
ers aging into new credit obligations -
like their first credit card - the issuing
of new credit also jumped to levels not
seen even before the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

“Lenders made up for lost time,
and then some,” Pagel says. “There
was just a lot of adding to credit, and
consumers that had student loans in
forbearance were not immune from
that.”

It’s not only new types of debt, but
more of it. Borrowers with student
loans face 24% higher median pay-
ments on other debt obligations than
they did before the pandemic, the Con-
sumer Financial Protection Bureau re-

1 in 5 student loan borrowers have risk factors

5 options if you’re crushed by student loan, credit card debt

By Melissa Lambarena
NerdWallet

he return of federal student loan

payments in October has the poten-
tial to derail your finances, especially
if you're already struggling with credit
card payments.

One in five student loan borrow-
ers have risk factors that suggest they
could struggle with student loan pay-
ments when they resume, according to
a June blog post at the Consumer Fi-
nancial Protection Bureau.

The impact won’t be as significant
during the initial 12-month student loan
on-ramp period from Oct. 1 to Sept 30,
2024. You won’t default on student
loans or see credit scores plummet after
missing payments during that time. But
interest will continue to accrue, making
the growing debt more difficult to man-
age. Use the next 12 months to make
progress with consistent payments.
You’ll save more money over time and
pay down debt faster.

Here are some strategies to consider
as you're getting started.

1. Revamp your budget

An updated budget clarifies how
much money is available to pay down
debts. Review your debit and credit
card statements for opportunities to cut
back or find cheaper alternatives.

Start by writing down where your
money is going, says Kristen Holt,
CEO at GreenPath, a nonprofit credit
counseling agency.

Prioritize essentials like rent, utili-
ties, transportation and others, she says.
And, if possible, work toward building
an emergency fund of at least $500 to
prevent more debt.

“Anything is better than nothing,”
Holt says. “Even if you’re putting $10
a paycheck into a savings account, it
takes a while, but it’s still going to be
better than zero.”

Next, determine whether you’ll be la-
ser focused on student loan or credit card
debt. Keep up with all payments, but
put more money toward the high inter-
est debt to make more progress. Credit
cards typically have higher interest rates
unless new terms are applied through an
agreement or promotional offer.

2. Seek lower interest rates

A good credit score of 690 or higher

can qualify you for low-interest offers.
A balance transfer credit card, for in-
stance, lets you move debt from a dif-
ferent account onto the card to get a
lower interest rate. The ideal balance
transfer card has no annual fee, a 0%
introductory interest rate and a rea-
sonable balance transfer fee of 3% or
lower. If that fee is lower than your
current projected interest payments, the
savings will add up and you can apply
them to student loan payments.

For multiple credit card balances,
consider a personal loan that consoli-
dates debts into a single low-interest
fixed payment.

If circumstances beyond your con-
trol, like an emergency or a layoff, are
impacting your ability to keep up with
payments, ask the credit card issuer if it
has a hardship plan. It may temporarily
lower interest and waive fees for a spe-
cific period of time, depending on the
issuer’s terms.

3. Income-driven repayment plan

With an income-driven repayment
plan, your monthly payments on federal
student loans are based on your income
and family size. The debts are also for-

given after 20 or 25 years of payments.
There are currently four income-driven
repayment plans to consider based on
your goals and loan type.

When it comes to student loans, you
either want to pay them off quickly to
save on interest or pay as little as possi-
ble to take advantage of any of the for-
giveness plans that are available, says
Renée Earwood, an accredited financial
counselor and student loan coach.

“It is a case-by-case basis depending
on how much student loan debt they
have, what their personal goals are and
what their income level is,” Earwood
says.

If you’re already on an income-driven
repayment plan, Earwood suggests com-
paring options in case a different one
makes sense for your goals. For instance,
those who have undergraduate loans may
want to switch to the new SAVE plan
because it could cut their payments in
half starting in July 2024, and forgive re-
maining debt more quickly if they have a
smaller principal balance.

4. Credit counseling

When you can’t envision making
progress on debt, a nonprofit credit

counseling agency may help. A credit
counselor can review your finances,
create a budget and determine eligi-
bility for a debt management plan.
This option consolidates credit card
balances into a single payment with
a lower interest rate, for a fee. If the
credit counselor is also a certified stu-
dent loan expert, they can help narrow
down the ideal student loan repayment
plan.

“We’re going to look at the person’s
whole situation,” Holt says. “We do a
soft pull of their credit report - it does
not affect their credit score in any way
- but we get that picture of everything.”

5. Take a break

After lowering the costs of your
debts, avoid adding new purchases on
your credit cards. A temporary switch
to a debit card or cash can keep finan-
cial goals on track.

Your credit card won’t be closed by
the issuer due to inactivity, since there
is a balance on it and you’re making
payments. Once the balance is paid
off, keep the card open and active with
small recurring purchases. (AP)

ported in June. For younger borrowers
ages 18 to 29, median payments have
soared 252%.

The Biden administration announced
a 12-month “on-ramp” to ease the tran-
sition, during which missed federal stu-
dent loan payments won’t be reported
to the credit bureaus, and you won’t
default. But loans will still accrue inter-
est, so you should pay if you can.

Protect (cross head)

Though you want to make progress
paying down all your debts, credit card
repayment should be a top priority,
says Rosario Chacon, a certified finan-
cial planner and certified student loan

professional in Oakland, California.

“If worse comes to worst with the
federal system, you can ask for forbear-
ance,” Chacon says. “But with credit
cards, there’s no forbearance to protect

ou.”

“Credit cards are so much less flex-
ible than the federal student loan sys-
tem,” agrees Tricia Kollath, certified
financial planner and certified student
loan professional in Gulfport, Missis-
sippi. “You can’t call your credit card
company and say, ‘Oh, I can’t make my
payment this month.” They’ll take you
to court.”

Both Chacon and Kollath suggest

evaluating your budget as soon as pos-
sible to figure out how to keep paying
down credit card debt as student loan
payments restart.

One option may be consolidating
your credit cards under a 0% balance-
transfer card or a debt consolidation
loan, which saves money on interest
and frees up additional cash.

With a 0% balance-transfer card,
you transfer your credit card balances
to the new card and pay off the debt at
zero interest during the promotional
period, sometimes 18 months or more.
But these cards are available only to
borrowers with good or excellent cred-

it, generally scores above 689.

Fixed-rate debt consolidation loans
are available to borrowers across the
credit spectrum at banks, credit unions
and online lenders. As long as you
qualify for a rate lower than the rate on
your credit cards, you’ll save money on
interest.

If consolidating isn’t an option, you
can use popular DIY strategies, like the
snowball or avalanche methods.

With the snowball strategy, you pay
off your smallest debt first, then work
your way up, applying newly freed-up
funds to each new debt. This can help
you build momentum as the amount

you’re paying on each debt grows.

With the avalanche strategy, you pay
off the debt with the highest interest
rate first, then work your way down,
applying your increased savings in in-
terest to each new debt.

Either is a great option for tackling
credit card debt, because you’ll have a
clear strategy you can follow, says Kol-
lath.

“Whenever I work with people who
are in debt, they don’t even want to talk
about it, they’re so stressed,” she says.
“But working towards a goal and see-
ing things get paid off is really good for
your mental health.” (AP)

Phishing scams No. 1 threat

McAfee’s new Al-driven product
to spot, block scams in real-time

SAN JOSE, Calif., Sept 21: McAfee
Corp., a global leader in online pro-
tection, has announced the launch
of Al-powered, McAfee Scam Pro-
tectionTM. The latest feature in
McAfee’s product suite draws on
patented artificial intelligence (AI)
technology to turn the tables on cy-
bercriminals using Al to turbocharge
scams and deceive people out of
thousands of dollars.

With the help of Al, cybercrimi-
nals are creating more convincing,
personalized scams, at scale. Phish-
ing scams are the number one cy-
bersecurity threat worldwide, with
a new phishing site created every 11
seconds. Last year Americans lost
$330 million to text scams alone,
more than double the previous year,
with an average reported loss of
$1,000 4. The deluge of these new
sophisticated Al-generated scams is
making it harder than ever to tell real
from fake with half (52%) of Ameri-
cans concerned that Al has made
online scams more accurate and be-
lievable 5. Which is where McAfee
comes in.

Message

McAfee Scam Protection will
proactively spot and block the scam
for you. No more wondering if a
delivery message or bank notifica-
tion text is real or not, as McAfee’s
patented Al technology instantane-
ously detects malicious links to stop
you before you click by sending
an alert message. Even if a person
accidentally clicks on a malicious
link, McAfee Scam Protection pro-
actively blocks the site from load-
ing.

“Al has changed the game for cy-
bercriminals. Gone are the days of
obvious typos, poor graphics, or oth-
er telltale signs in phishing emails or
scam texts. Today, cybercriminals
are using artificial intelligence to
dramatically improve the accuracy,
sophistication, and speed of an at-
tack, making it harder than ever to
tell real from fake. It’s why we all
need the most advanced, innovative
Al working in our favor, to proac-
tively protect us, in real-time, before
we even know we’ve been targeted,”
said Greg Johnson, McAfee Chief
Executive Officer.

“McAfee Scam Protection com-
bines advanced Al with the very best
in human threat intelligence to spot
and block fake emails, texts, and so-
cial media links proactively, so you
can go about your day worry-free.
Our new scam protection technology
is revolutionary, and we are excited
to equip families and individuals
with the most advanced Al technol-
ogy that helps keep online scams
and cyber threats at bay, so people
can live their lives online with confi-
dence,” said Johnson.

McAfee Scam Protection’s Al
technology detects and protects
against dangerous links, works
across Android, i0S, Chrome, Sa-
fari, Microsoft Edge and Firefox.
Text alert functionality is currently

Copyright breach

GoT creator & other
authors sue OpenAl

NEW YORK, Sept 21, (AP): John
Grisham, Jodi Picoult and George
R.R. Martin are among 17 authors su-
ing OpenAl for “systematic theft on
a mass scale,” the latest in a wave of
legal action by writers concerned that
artificial intelligence programs are us-
ing their copyrighted works without
permission.

In papers filed Tuesday in federal
court in New York, the authors alleged
“flagrant and harmful infringements of
plaintiffs’ registered copyrights” and
called the ChatGPT program a “mas-
sive commercial enterprise” that is re-
liant upon “systematic theft on a mass
scale.”

The suit was organized by the Au-
thors Guild and also includes David
Baldacci, Sylvia Day, Jonathan Franzen
and Elin Hilderbrand among others.

“It is imperative that we stop this
theft in its tracks or we will destroy our
incredible literary culture, which feeds
many other creative industries in the
US,” Authors Guild CEO Mary Ra-
senberger said in a statement. “Great
books are generally written by those
who spend their careers and, indeed,
their lives, learning and perfecting
their crafts. To preserve our literature,
authors must have the ability to con-
trol if and how their works are used by
generative AL”

Benefit

The lawsuit cites specific ChatGPT
searches for each author, such as one
for Martin that alleges the program
generated “an infringing, unauthor-
ized, and detailed outline for a pre-
quel” to “A Game of Thrones” that
was titled “A Dawn of Direwolves”
and used “the same characters from
Martin’s existing books in the series
“A Song of Ice and Fire.”

In a statement Wednesday, an Ope-
nAl spokesperson said that the com-
pany respects “the rights of writers and
authors, and believe they should ben-
efit from Al technology.”

only available for all Android users
with enhancements coming to iOS
in October. Today, customers across
any platform can benefit from McA-
fee’s risky link identification which
blocks a dangerous link should you
accidentally click on it, whether
that’s through text messages, social
media, or your browser.

McAfee Corp. is a global leader
in online protection for consumers.
Focused on protecting people, not
just devices, McAfee’s consumer
solutions adapt to users’ needs in an
always online world, empowering
them to live securely through inte-
grated, intuitive solutions that pro-
tect their families, communities, and
businesses with the right security at
the right moment.

Tech giant to try boost its value

Toshibha set to delist after takeover
by Japanese consortium succeeds

TOKYO, Sept 21, (AP): A 2 tril-
lion yen ($14 billion) tender offer
for troubled electronics and energy
giant Toshiba by a Japanese con-
sortium has been completed, clear-
ing the way for it to be delisted, the
company said Thursday.

In the tender offer, announced last
month and ended Wednesday, the
number of shares purchased exceed-
ed the minimum needed, at 78.65%,
it said.

The switch to Toshiba’s new par-
ent company and largest sharehold-
er, called TBJH Inc. will take place
on Sept. 27. The move still needs
shareholders’ approval, and a meet-
ing has been set for November, ac-
cording to Toshiba.

Toshiba will then delist from the
Tokyo Stock Exchange within about
a month. That will end its more than
seven-decade history as a listed
company. The purchase price was at
4,620 yen ($31).

“Toshiba Group will now take a
major step toward a new future with
a new shareholder,” said its chief ex-
ecutive, Taro Shimada.

Even after privatization, the com-
pany will “do the right thing” to try
boost its value, he added.

A sprawling accounting scandal,
which surfaced in 2015 and involved
books being doctored for years added
to woes related to Toshiba’s nuclear
energy business. It faces the daunting
and costly task of decommissioning
the nuclear power plant in Fukushi-
ma, northern Japan, where a tsunami
set off three meltdowns in 2011.

A leading brand behind rice cook-
ers, TVs, laptops and other products
once symbolic of Japan’s techno-
logical prowess, Toshiba had billed
the takeover led by the consortium
of Japanese banks and major compa-
nies, known as Japan Industrial Part-
ners, as its last chance for a turna-
round. Toshiba’s board accepted the
deal in March.

Toshiba has spun off parts of
its operations, including its prized
flash-memory business, now known
as Kioxia. Toshiba is a major stake-
holder in Kioxia.

Overseas activist investors, who
own a significant number of Toshi-
ba’s shares, had initially expressed
some dissatisfaction about the bid.

Analysts say its unclear whether
Toshiba can return to profitability,
even with the delisting.

Toshiba’s shares were up 0.2% at
4,604 yen ($31) Thursday in Tokyo.

The company racked up 25 billion
yen ($169 million) of red ink for the
April-June quarter on 704 billion
yen ($5 billion) in sales, down nearly
5% from the year before.

The decommissioning effort at the
Fukushima Dai-ichi nuclear plant is
expected to take decades.

Toshiba’s US nuclear arm West-
inghouse filed for bankruptcy in
2017 after years of deep losses as

The logo of Toshiba Corp. is seen at a company’s building in Kawasaki near Tokyo, on Feb. 19, 2022. A 2 trillion
yen ($14 billion) tender offer for troubled electronics and energy giant Toshiba by a Japanese consortium has been
completed, clearing the way for it to be delisted, the company said Thursday, Sept. 21. (AP)

‘Smarter and human-like’

Amazon unveils more conversational
Alexa amid Al race among tech firms

NEW YORK, Sept 21, (AP): Amazon
has unveiled a slew of gadgets and an
update to its popular voice assistant
Alexa, infusing it with more genera-
tive Al features to better compete with
other tech companies who’ve rolled out
flashy chatbots.

During a demonstration at the com-
pany’s second headquarters in Arling-
ton, Virginia on Wednesday, Amazon’s
devices chief Dave Limp said the latest
language model will allow consumers
to have more human-like conversations
with a “smarter and more conversa-
tional” Alexa.

The company showed different in-
teractions through a pre-recorded video
and a live demo where Alexa responds
to prompts to write a poem, give ideas
for a date night and provide a break-
down of a football game. Limp also

demonstrated a capability where the
voice assistant can prep a text mes-
sage, though his exchange with Alexa
included some awkward pauses where
he had to repeat some prompts twice
before getting an answer.

The company says its also work-
ing on a “speech-to-speech” model
that will, for example, allow Alexa to
exhibit human-like attributes, such as
laughter and phrases like “uh-huh” dur-
ing conversations.

Amazon holds the annual gadget
event to exhibit new devices in front
of journalists and industry insiders
before they officially hit the market.
Among other things, the tech giant also
showcased a fee-based emergency ser-
vice for Alexa that allows users to call
for help without using the phone, new
Echo smart speakers as well as Ama-

zon Fire tablets for kids.

In August, Amazon CEO Andy Jassy
announced Limp would retire after al-
most 14 years with the company, where
he’s overseen innovations in Kindle
readers, Amazon’s Fire TV and Echo
devices. Although the devices unit has
rolled out a large number of gadgets over
the years, not all of them have caught on.
Think the Alexa-enabled microwave or
the roaming Astro robot, which Amazon
unveiled in 2021 at an introductory price
of $1,000 but has had a limited rollout.

The devices unit was hit by Ama-
zon’s company-wide layoffs several
months ago. The company’s hasn’t an-
nounced Limp’s replacement.

Amazon is a leader in the US smart
speaker market, commanding nearly 64
million monthly users of its Echo de-
vices, according to Insider Intelligence.

safety costs soared.

Also:

LAS VEGAS: During his company’s
LEAD Beyond event last week, Toshi-
ba America Business Solutions Presi-
dent and Chief Executive Officer Larry
White spoke of Toshiba’s recent finan-
cial success and market share records.

He additionally touched on his vi-

sion for improving print and digital
communications for today’s login-
from-anywhere  workplace. The
upcoming expansion of Toshiba’s
Elevate Sky platform, which lever-
ages the cloud to bolster print man-
agement and workflow automation,
is a primary reason White cited for
accomplishing this goal.

Toshiba’s Vice President of Mar-

keting and Strategic Business Devel-
opment Bill Melo followed White
onstage while further articulating
how organizations of all sizes may
operate more efficiently and securely
via Elevate Sky enhancements. Melo
stated Toshiba’s main objective “is to
make operating in the cloud as easy
and natural as every other part of your
business.”
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Junior doctors and
medical consultants
stand on the picket
line outside University
College Hospital in
London, amid their
dispute with the gov-
ernment over pay, on
Sept 20. (AP)

The Conversation

ARAB TIMES, FRIDAY-SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 22-23, 2023

NHS operates on holiday-level staffing as docs strike escalates

Britain’s state-owned health service is
operating on holiday-level staffing in Eng-
land on Wednesday as doctors in the
early stages of their careers joined their
more senior colleagues in their first-ever
joint strike action.

Tens of thousands of so-called junior
doctors walked off the job for the sixth
time since last December in an escala-
tion of their increasingly bitter pay dispute
with the British government. The walkout
comes a day after their more senior col-
leagues, commonly known as consultants

in Britain, began their third walkout.

While on strike, hospitals will provide
minimal care similar to Christmas Day,
when only emergency procedures are
available and routine appointments or
procedures are postponed or canceled.

National Health Service figures indicate
that the strikes have so far affected about
1 million appointments and procedures at
a cost of more than 1 billion pounds ($1.2
billion).

Consultants are to return to work on
Thursday, while junior doctors are to stay

out until Saturday.

It is the first time in the 75-year history
of the NHS that both consultants and jun-
ior doctors have walked off at the same
time. They are due to do so again on Oct.
2-4, which would mark another major es-
calation in the pay dispute.

The British Medical Association, which
represents the approximately 75,000 jun-
ior doctors, has been asking for a 35%
pay increase to return to 2008 levels after
inflation is taken into account. Consultants
have been vaguer in their demand. (AP)

Histocompatihility complex plays large role in scent production

Unigue body odor could provide insights into your health

By Chantrell Frazier, Framingham State University; Kenneth G. Furton,
Florida International University, and Vidia A. Gokool, Lawrence Liver-
more National Laboratory

The Conversation is an independent
and nonprofit source of news, analysis
and commentary from academic ex-
perts.
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From the aroma of fresh-cut grass to the
smell of a loved one, you encounter scents
in every part of your life. Not only are you
constantly surrounded by odor, you're also
producing it. And it is so distinctive that it
can be used to tell you apart from everyone
around you.

Your scent is a complex product influenced
by many factors, including your genetics. Re-
searchers believe that a particular group of
genes, the major histocompatibility complex,
play a large role in scent production. These
genes are involved in the body’s immune
response and are believed to influence body
odor by encoding the production of specific
proteins and chemicals.

But your scent isn’t fixed once your body
produces it. As sweat, oils and other secre-
tions make it to the surface of your skin,
microbes break down and transform these
compounds, changing and adding to the odors
that make up your scent. This scent medley
emanates from your body and settles into the
environments around you. And it can be used
to track, locate or identify a particular person,
as well as distinguish between healthy and un-
healthy people.

Information

We are researchers who specialize in stud-
ying human scent through the detection and
characterization of gaseous chemicals called
volatile organic compounds. These gases can
relay an abundance of information for both
forensic researchers and health care providers.

When you are near another person, you can
feel their body heat without touching them.
You may even be able to smell them without
getting very close. The natural warmth of the
human body creates a temperature differential
with the air around it. You warm up the air
nearest to you, while air that’s farther away
remains cool, creating warm currents of air
that surround your body.

Researchers believe that this plume of air
helps disperse your scent by pushing the mil-
lions of skin cells you shed over the course
of a day off your body and into the environ-
ment. These skin cells act as boats or rafts car-
rying glandular secretions and your resident
microbes - a combination of ingredients that
emit your scent - and depositing them in your
surroundings.

Your scent is composed of the volatile or-
ganic compounds present in the gases emitted
from your skin. These gases are the combina-
tion of sweat, oils and trace elements exuded
from the glands in your skin. The primary
components of your odor depend on internal
factors such as your race, ethnicity, biological
sex and other traits. Secondary components
waver based on factors like stress, diet and ill-
ness. And tertiary components from external
sources like perfumes and soaps build on top
of your distinguishable odor profile.

With so many factors influencing the scent
of any given person, your body odor can be
used as an identifying feature. Scent detection
canines searching for a suspect can look past
all the other odors they encounter to follow

a scent trail left behind by the person they
are pursuing. This practice relies on the as-
sumption that each person’s scent is distinct
enough that it can be distinguished from other
people’s.

Researchers have been studying the dis-
criminating potential of human scent for over
three decades. A 1988 experiment demon-
strated that a dog could distinguish identical
twins living apart and exposed to different en-
vironmental conditions by their scent alone.
This is a feat that could not be accomplished
using DNA evidence, as identical twins share
the same genetic code.

Evidence

The field of human scent analysis has ex-
panded over the years to further study the
composition of human scent and how it can
be used as a form of forensic evidence. Re-
searchers have seen differences in human
odor composition that can be classified based
on sex, gender, race and ethnicity. Our re-
search team’s 2017 study of 105 participants
found that specific combinations of 15 volatile
organic compounds collected from people’s
hands could distinguish between race and
ethnicity with an accuracy of 72% for whites,
82% for East Asians and 67% for Hispanics.
Based on a combination of 13 compounds,
participants could be distinguished as male or
female with an overall 80% accuracy.

Researchers are also producing models to
predict the characteristics of a person based on
their scent. From a sample pool of 30 women
and 30 men, our team built a machine learning
model that could predict a person’s biological
sex with 96% accuracy based on hand odor.

Odor research continues to provide in-
sights into illnesses. Well-known examples
of using scent in medical assessments include
seizure and diabetic alert canines. These dogs
can give their handlers time to prepare for an
impending seizure or notify them when they
need to adjust their blood glucose levels.

While these canines often work with a
single patient known to have a condition that
requires close monitoring, medical detection
dogs can also indicate whether someone is
ill. For example, researchers have shown that
dogs can be trained to detect cancer in peo-
ple. Canines have also been trained to detect
COVID-19 infections at a 90% accuracy rate.

Similarly, our research team found that
a laboratory analysis of hand odor samples
could discriminate between people who are
COVID-19 positive or negative with 75% ac-
curacy.

Human scent offers a noninvasive method
to collect samples. While direct contact with a
surface like touching a doorknob or wearing a
sweater provides a clear route for your scent to
transfer to that surface, simply standing still will
also transfer your odor into the surrounding area.

Although human scent has the potential
to be a critical form of forensic evidence, it
is still a developing field. Imagine a law en-
forcement officer collecting a scent sample
from a crime scene in hopes that it may match
with a suspect.

Further research into human scent analysis
can help fill the gaps in our understanding of
the individuality of human scent and how to
apply this information in forensic and bio-
medical labs. (AP)

Riverside implements tool

FloPatch revolutionizes precision
fluid management in sepsis care

RIVERSIDE, Calif, Sept 21: River-
side University Health System has
announced the implementation of
FloPatch by Flosonics Medical. As
a pioneer in adopting new, ground-
breaking medical technology, Riv-
erside is making a significant leap
forward in healthcare innovation,
particularly in the life-saving area of
sepsis management.

FloPatch is a revolutionary tool
that facilitates real-time precision in
IV fluid management in sepsis. This
FDA-cleared, wireless, wearable,
point-of-care, Doppler ultrasound
system empowers clinicians to accu-
rately assess a patient and determine
the most appropriate therapeutic in-
tervention.

Invasive

“FloPatch rapidly provides non-
invasive hemodynamic data that
help guide the clinician’s manage-
ment of complex patients. I'm ex-
cited to have this tool to incorporate
into our sepsis program as well as
use it to manage other critically ill
patients,” said Dr. Korbin Haycock,
Co-Sepsis Chair, Ultrasound Direc-
tor, and Emergency Medicine Physi-
cian at Riverside University Health
System.

Specifically engineered for quick,
reliable assessments, FloPatch ad-
heres to a patient’s neck over the
carotid artery. It immediately starts
capturing real-time blood flow data
for each heartbeat. This data is then
wirelessly sent to a secure iOS app

First cases performed

Orthofix launches new fixation
system for fracture treatment

LEWISVILLE, Texas, Sept
21:  Orthofix =~ Medical  Inc
(NASDAQ:OFIX), a leading global
spine and orthopedics company, has
announced the full US commercial
launch and successful completion of
the first cases with the Galaxy Fixa-
tion Gemini™ system. The latest in
the Galaxy product line, this stable
external fixation system is provided
in several sterile procedure kit con-
figurations as a quick off-the-shelf
solution for treating fractures that
result from trauma in the lower and
upper limbs.

“In trauma settings, it is critical
that we respond quickly to manage
the damage to the impacted limb,”
said Dr. Evengy Dyskin, Clinical
Assistant  Professor of Orthopae-
dics, University of Buffalo, in Buf-
falo, NY. “The all-inclusive nature

of the sterile kits eliminates spatial
constraints, enabling application in
a trauma bay or intensive care unit
setting, which would not be pos-
sible with a traditional pin-to-bar
system.”

Sterile kits eliminate the need for
sterilization of trays which takes an
average of 139 minutes] to process
and adds cost to healthcare facilities.
Sterilization of trays also results in
increased operating room (OR) de-
lays and costs due to packaging,
restocking and tray contamination.
Average cost to a facility for OR
delays related to tray contamination
is $1,0811 which can be avoided
through the use of prepacked sterile
kits.

In particular, the Galaxy Fixation
Gemini ankle kit is the only pin-
to-bar system with specific clamps

available in a sterile kit configura-
tion giving surgeons more efficient
solutions in lower extremity trauma
situations where time is an impor-
tant factor. The ankle kit, devel-
oped specifically to meet the needs
of US surgeons, includes a double
multiscrew clamp to facilitate rapid
insertion of tibial half-pins and is
complemented by the foot support
and first metatarsal sterile kits when
a more robust construct is desired.

It is estimated that ankle fractures
occur in 187 per 100,000 persons
per year in the US.

“We are excited to expand our
external fixation offerings in the US
for trauma through the introduction
of the Galaxy Fixation Gemini Sys-
tem in several sterile packed con-
figurations,” said Kim Elting, Presi-
dent of Global Orthopedics.

for healthcare providers, which not
only displays real-time Doppler
data but also uses advanced analyt-
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FloPatch by Flosonics Medical, a groundbreaking, wireless, wearable
Doppler ultrasound, now |mplemented at Riverside Unlversny Health
System for precision fluid management.

ics to break down each heartbeat
into key metrics. Such data enables
informed, time-sensitive decisions
at the bedside, a level of precision
that is indispensable in complex and
urgent medical scenarios like sepsis
management.

“Timing of assessment and ap-
propriate fluid resuscitation is criti-
cal in sepsis. Our code team has seen
firsthand how efficient FloPatch is
in assessing both responsiveness
and tolerance in sepsis and septic
shock,” said Jaclyn Bond, Director
of Nursing at Riverside University
Health System. “We are excited and
proud to be one of the early adopt-
ers of this cutting-edge technology,
and the timing couldn’t be better as
we raise awareness during Sepsis
Awareness Month.”

Dr. Destry Washburn, Co-Sepsis
Chair and Intensivist at Riverside
University Health System, con-
curred: “FloPatch will help us better
manage sepsis patients as they triage

from the ED to ICU because Flo-
Patch travels with the patient. This
will facilitate better communication
between our nurses and clinicians
as we continue their fluid resuscita-
tion in the hospital, which will lead
to more comprehensive care for our
patients.”

Riverside  University  Health
System has been a cornerstone in
healthcare for Riverside County for
over 50 years. With a steadfast com-
mitment to pushing the boundaries
of medical science and technology,
Riverside continues to set the stan-
dard for healthcare excellence in the
region.

Flosonics Medical is a Canadian
medical device company engaged
in the research and development of
innovative ultr