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Kuwaitis vote with hopes for reform
By Saeed Mahmoud Saleh

Arab Times Staff and Agencies

KUWAIT CITY, June 5: Kuwaiti eligible voters are set to 
flow to polling stations nationwide tomorrow (Tuesday) in 
order to elect a new National Assembly (Parliament), pin-
ning high hopes that the country’s aspired reforms and 
development would be notched up.

As many as 793,646 eligible voters involving 386,751 males and 

406,895 females are poised to pick 50 out of 207 candidates to represent 
them at the new legislature for a term of four years.

Vote centers will open at 8:00 am local time (5:00 GMT) and close at 8:00 pm 
local time (5:00 GMT). Vote counting will begin immediately at polling places.

The fresh electoral race followed an order made in May to dissolve the former 
parliament “only out of respect for the people’s will and return to the nation, which 
is the source of all power and authority”.

Another edict was then announced, calling on voters to stand prepared to cast 
their ballots in a new electoral process slated for June 6 (Tuesday).

Thirty-four male and female rivals are vying in the Fist Constituency, where 
there are a total of 99,779 eligible voters, including 48,348 males and 51,431 fe-

males.
The Second Constituency has 45 male and female candidates contesting the 

race to win the votes of 90,394 people (44,289 males and 46,105 females).
There are 34 hopefuls, both males and females, in the Third Constituency, 

which has 137,978 voters (66,226 males and 71,752 females.
Forty-seven male and female candidates are competing for the votes of 208,740 

people (100,832 males and 107,908 females) in the Fourth Constituency.
The Fifth Constituency includes 47 rivals and 256,755 eligible voters (127,056 

males and 129,699 females).

Continued on Page 4

Non-governmentals to monitor poll

KUWAIT CITY: The Kuwaiti 
Cabinet focused during its week-
ly meeting, Monday, on a number 
of topics pertaining to projects 
connected with youth develop-
ment, the workforce, and boost-
ing cultural activities.

During the meeting, Minister 
of Information and Minister of 
State for Youth Affairs Abdul-
rahman Al-Mutairi briefed the 
meeting on projects aimed culti-
vating the youths’ talents.

The minister touched on the es-
tablishment of a business pioneer-
ing technical complex in Kuwait 
as well as promoting projects to 
employ youth during the sum-
mer and encouraging the youth’s 
artistic tendencies via graffi ti wall 
project to beautify public places.

On his part, Deputy Prime 
Minister, Minister of State for 
Cabinet Affairs Dr. Khaled Al-
Fadhel and several top brass at 
the Civil Service Commission 
(CSC) informed the meeting of 
a scheme to immediately employ 
exceling new universities’ gradu-
ates. (KUNA)

❑      ❑      ❑

BERLIN: The labor minister of 
Qatar, which faced intense scru-
tiny over its treatment of migrant 
workers in the run-up to last 
year’s World Cup soccer tourna-
ment, was elected Monday as the 
president of the United Nations 
labor agency’s annual conference.

Asian and Pacifi c nations pro-
posed Ali bin Samikh al-Marri 
to lead the International Labor 
Agency’s two-week conference 
in Geneva. Regional groups take 
turns nominating the meeting’s 
chair. (AP)

❑      ❑      ❑

RAMALLAH: The Israeli occu-
pation forces arrested on Mon-
day 22 Palestinians, including 15 
citizens from the village of Al-
Mughayyir, near Ramallah city, 
which has been under siege for 
nearly a month.

The rest of the arrests were dis-
tributed among the governorates 
of Tulkarm, Jericho and Bethle-
hem, Palestinian Prisoner’s So-
ciety (PPS) said in a statement.  
(KUNA)

❑      ❑      ❑

ISTANBUL: NATO Secretary-
General Jens Stoltenberg made 
no breakthrough on Sunday in 
talks about Sweden’s member-
ship in the military organization 
with Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan, with offi cials 
from the two countries to meet in 
just over a week to try to bridge 
their differences.

NATO wants to bring Sweden 
into the fold by the time U.S. 
President Joe Biden and other 
allied leaders meet in Lithuania 
on July 11-12, but Turkey and 
Hungary have yet to endorse the 
move. (AP)

❑      ❑      ❑

PESHAWAR: Pakistani troops and 
militants exchanged fi re in a north-
western region along the border 
with Afghanistan in a shootout 
that killed two soldiers and two 
militants, the army said Monday.

The shootout took place late 
Sunday in North Waziristan, 
a district in Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa province that is a for-
mer stronghold of the Pakistani 
Taliban, a militant group also 
known as Tehreek-e-Taliban Pa-
kistan or TTP.  (AP)

❑      ❑      ❑

JERUSALEM: A Palestinian tod-
dler who was shot by Israeli troops 
in the occupied West Bank last 
week died of his wounds, Israeli 
hospital offi cials said Monday.

Mohammed al-Tamimi was 
shot in the head last Thursday 
near his village of Nebi Saleh 
while riding in a car with his 
father. He was airlifted to Is-
rael’s Sheba Hospital, which 
announced the 2-year-old boy’s 
death. (AP)

Iran to reopen 
Saudi mission

Maduro welcomed

TEHRAN, June 5, (Agencies): Iran’s foreign min-
istry announced it would reopen its diplomatic mis-
sions in Saudi Arabia this week, restoring diplomatic 
ties after a seven-year rift, state-run media reported 
on Monday.

The foreign ministry’s spokesman, Nasser Kanaani 
said that the Iranian Embassy in Riyadh, its consulate 
general in Jeddah, and office of the permanent repre-
sentative to the Organization of Islamic Cooperation 
would officially reopen on Tuesday and Wednesday.

In March, Iran and Saudi Arabia agreed to estab-
lish diplomatic ties, in a Chinese-brokered deal, rep-
resenting a major breakthrough in the region.

Saudi Arabia broke ties with Iran in 2016 after 
protesters invaded Saudi diplomatic posts in Tehran 
and the northeastern city of Mashhad during demon-
strations triggered by the execution of a prominent 
Shiite cleric and 46 others in the oil-rich Kingdom.

Kanaani added that Iran’s Embassy in Riyadh and 
its consulate general in Jeddah had already begun 
operating to help Iranian pilgrims heading to Saudi 
Arabia to perform Hajj, or Islamic pilgrimage, set to 
commence by the end of June.

Saudi Minister of Foreign Affairs Prince Faisal 
bin Farhan bin Abdullah last week met with his Ira-
nian counterpart Hossein Amir-Abdollahian in Cape 
Town, South Africa,  on the sidelines of the Ministe-
rial Meeting of Friends of BRICS Group.

They explored ways to enhance the bilateral re-
lations in various fields, and reviewed the steps to 
implement the agreement between the two countries 
signed in Beijing, the Saudi Press Agency (SPA) re-
ported.

Both sides also discussed ways to ensure peace 
and security on regional and international scales.

They expressed a shared desire to intensify con-
sultations on the prospects bilateral and multilateral 
cooperation in a way that serves the interests of the 
two countries, according to the SPA report.

The meeting was attended by the Undersecre-
tary of the Saudi Ministry of Foreign Affairs for 
Multiple International Affairs Dr. Abdulrahman 
Al-Rassi, the Saudi Ambassador to South Africa 
Sultan Al-Luyhan Al-Anqari, and the Director Gen-
eral of Foreign Minister’s Office Abdulrahman Al-
Dawood.

The Friends of BRICS ministerial meeting opened 
last week with 12 countries taking part, including 
Saudi Arabia, Iran, the United Arab Emirates and 
Egypt.

Also:
DUBAI: Saudi Arabia has welcomed Venzuelan 
President Nicolas Maduro on an official visit, reach-
ing out to yet another U.S. foe as the oil-rich king-
dom engages in a flurry of diplomacy.

Maduro arrived late Sunday in the Red Sea city 
of Jeddah, where he was greeted by Saudi officials, 
according to the state-run Saudi 
Press Agency. 

It did not give a reason for the 
visit or elaborate on his sched-
ule, but Saudi Arabia is hosting 
an international conference on 
combating extremism later this 
week in the capital, Riyadh. The 
gathering will be co-chaired by 
U.S. Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken.

Saudi Arabia has been a close 
U.S. ally for decades, but rela-
tions have been strained in recent years. Over the 
last few months, the kingdom has restored relations 
with Iran’s theocracy and Syria’s President Bashar 
Assad - both seen as pariahs in the West.

Last month, the Saudis welcomed Ukraine’s 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, a close Western 
ally, to an Arab League summit. But days later, they 
hosted a senior Russian official who is under West-
ern sanctions.

The Saudis say they are pursuing their own na-
tional interests in a world increasingly defined by 
great power competition. Experts say the diplo-
matic surge is aimed at shoring up regional stabil-
ity and improving the kingdom’s image as it seeks 
international investment for massive development 
projects.

Maduro was re-elected in 2018 after judges 
banned his main opponents from competing, 
plunging the country into a severe political and 
economic crisis. Most opposition parties refused 
to recognize the election results and challenged 
Maduro’s rule by creating an interim government, 
a push for change that fizzled out over the past 
two years.

Washington backed the opposition and imposed 
heavy sanctions on Maduro’s autocratic government, 
hoping that would spark change. But Maduro’s gov-
ernment dug in and resisted the sanctions with sup-
port from Russia, Turkey and Iran.

Newswatch

This still image taken from surveillance video from a U.S. Navy Boeing P-8 Poseidon shows three Iranian Revolutionary Guard fast-attack 
vessels near a commercial ship in the Strait of Hormuz Sunday, June 4, 2023. (AP)

Guard fast-attack boats ‘harassed’ ship

Kuwait commends OPEC+ decision

Upgrade seeks to counter China

Oil output cuts extended till 2024 end

US, India agree to cement defense ties during meeting

VIENNA, June 5, (Agencies): Oil ministers of 
the OPEC and non-OPEC oil producing alliance, 
known as OPEC Plus, extended on Sunday the 
participating countries voluntary oil crude pro-
duction cuts till end of 2024.

In a press statement following their meeting in 
Vienna today, the ministers said they decided to 
“adjust the level of overall crude oil production for 
OPEC and non-OPEC Participating Countries in the 
Declaration of Cooperation (DoC) to 40.46 mb/d, 
starting 1 January 2024 until 31 December 2024”.

They argued that the move was taken in light 
of the continued commitment of the alliance to 
achieve and sustain a stable oil market and to 
provide long-term guidance for the market.

“And in line with the successful approach of 
being precautious, proactive, and pre-emptive, 
which has been consistently adopted by OPEC 
and non-OPEC Participating Countries in the 
DoC,” they added.

The ministers extended the mandate of 
the Joint Ministerial Monitoring Committee 
(JMMC) and its membership, to closely review 
global oil market conditions, oil production lev-
els, and the level of conformity with the DoC 
and this Statement, assisted by the Joint Techni-
cal Committee (JTC) and the OPEC Secretariat.

They pointed out that the JMMC would hold 
a meeting every two months and the OPEC and 
non-OPEC Ministerial Meeting (ONOMM) 
would be held every six months.

They granted the JMMC the authority to hold 
additional meetings, or to request an OPEC and 
non-OPEC Ministerial Meeting at any time 
to address market developments, whenever 
deemed necessary.

The ministers re-affirmed that the DoC con-
formity is to be monitored considering crude oil 
production, based on the information from sec-
ondary sources, and according to the methodol-
ogy applied for OPEC Member Countries.

They reiterated the critical importance of adher-
ing to full conformity, and subscribe to the concept 
of compensation by those countries who produce 
above the required production level, in addition to 
their already decided production levels.

The ministers said the 36th OPEC and non-
OPEC Ministerial Meeting would be held on 
Sunday 26 November 2023, in Vienna. 

Meanwhile, Kuwait will continue its volun-
tary oil output reduction by 128,000 bpd until 
the end of 2024, Minister of Oil Manaf Al-Hajri 
said Sunday.

This voluntary cut comes as a precautionary 

measure taken in coordination with the countries 
partaking in the OPEC+ deal on the decrease an-
nounced last April, Al-Hajri, also Minister of State 
for Economic Affairs and Investment and Acting 
Minister of State for National Assembly Affairs, 
added in a statement issued by the Ministry of Oil.

This reduction will be from the output level 
agreed upon in the 35th ministerial meeting of 
the OPEC held earlier in the day, Al-Hajri, also 
Chairman of the Board of Directors of the Ku-
wait Petroleum Corporation, stressed. 

Kuwait’s Minister of Oil Manaf Al-Hajri Sun-
day lauded the decision made by the OPEC+ 
group on reducing oil output by two million bpd 
until the end of 2024.

The decision is in favor of market balance and 
offers required reassurance, Al-Hajri, also Min-
ister of State for Economic Affairs and Invest-
ment and Acting Minister of State for National 
Assembly Affairs, made the statement issued by 
the Oil Ministry.

Al-Hajri, also Chairman of the Board of 
Directors of Kuwait Petroleum Corporation, 
headed Kuwait’s delegation to the 186th OPEC 
ministerial meeting held Saturday and the 35th 
OPEC and non-OPEC producing countries held 
in Vienna earlier in the day.  

NEW DELHI, June 5, (Agencies): India and the 
US agreed on Monday to cement their defense 
relationship after holding extensive talks on se-
curity issues.

The Indian Defense Ministry said in a state-
ment that its minister Rajnath Singh held bilater-
al meeting with US Secretary of Defense Lloyd 
Austin who arrived in New Delhi yesterday on a 
two-day official visit.

Both the ministers discussed several bilateral 
defense cooperation issues with special focus on 
ways to strengthen industrial cooperation.

“The two ministers’ explored ways of build-
ing resilient supply chains. Both sides will iden-
tify opportunities for co-development of new 
technologies and co-production of existing and 
new systems and facilitate increased collabora-
tion between defense start-up ecosystems of the 
two countries,” the ministry said.

It also added that both the countries concluded 
a roadmap for US-India Defense Industrial Co-
operation which will give a clear policy direction 
in the defense sector for the next few years.

“Both sides reviewed the robust and multifac-
eted bilateral defense cooperation activities and 
agreed to maintain the momentum of engage-
ment. They welcomed the inaugural dialogues 
held recently focusing on Defense Artificial 
Intelligence and Defense Space,” the statement 
said.

Peace and stability in the Indo-Pacific region 
and other regional security issues were also tak-
en up during the discussion.

In the meeting Indian Chief of Defense Staff 
General Anil Chauhan, Defense Secretary Girid-
har Aramane and Secretary, Department of De-
fense R&D and Chairman Defense Research and 
Development Organization Samir V Kamat were 

also present. 
The visit of US Secretary of Defense as-

sumes importance as India and the US are 
firming up their regional security understand-
ing especially through QUAD and other multi-
national bodies which China suspects is aimed 
at countering its increasing regional and glob-
al influence. 

Austin on Monday discussed upgrading part-
nership with India, a major arms buyer, and set a 
roadmap for cooperation for the next five years 
as both countries grapple with China’s economic 
rise and increased belligerence, officials said.

Austin’s visit comes as India strengthens its 
domestic defense industry by acquiring new 
technologies and reducing reliance on imports, 
particularly from Russia, its largest supplier of 
military hardware despite the ongoing war in 
Ukraine.

The U.S. Navy said Monday its sailors and the United Kingdom Roy-
al Navy came to the aid of a ship in the crucial Strait of Hormuz after 
Iran’s Revolutionary Guard “harassed” it. 

Three fast-attack Guard vessels with armed troops aboard ap-
proached the merchant ship at a close distance Sunday after-
noon, the U.S. Navy said in a statement. It offered black-and-
white images it said came from a U.S. Navy Boeing P-8 Poseidon 
overhead, which showed three small ships close to the commer-
cial ship. 

The U.S. Navy’s guided-missile destroyer USS McFaul and the 
Royal Navy’s frigate HMS Lancaster responded to the incident, with 
the Lancaster launching a helicopter. 

“The situation deescalated approximately an hour later when the 
merchant vessel confirmed the fast-attack craft departed the scene,” 
the Navy said. “The merchant ship continued transiting the Strait of 
Hormuz without further incident.”

The Strait of Hormuz, the narrow mouth of the Arabian Gulf, sees 
20% of the world’s oil pass through it. (AP)

Maduro
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Fajr  ........ 03:14
Sunrise ..  04:48
Zohr .......  11:46

Asr .......... 15:21
Maghrib .. 18:45
Isha  ........ 20:16

 Prayer Timings
Expected weather for the next 
24 hours:

By Day: Hot and partly cloudy 
to cloudy with light to moderate 
northwesterly wind to light vari-
able wind with speeds of 05-35 
km/h.

By Night: Rather hot and 
cloudy to partly cloudy with light 
to moderate northwesterly wind to 
light variable wind with speeds of 
08-28 km/h.
Station Max Exp Min Rec
Kuwait City  45 32

Kuwait Airport 45 34
Abdaly 46 32
Jahra 46 32
Salmiyah 42 33
Ahmadi 43 35
Nuwaisib 47 32
Wafra 45 32

Weather 
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KUNA photo
Kuwait National Guard celebrated cadets’ graduation at Al-Somoud camp.

Schools admission hits crisis
‘Not allowed to violate student density’

legal measures are taken.”.
He explained that the ministry excluded some schools 

from the density ceiling during the last academic year due 
to the fact that no new schools were opened during the 
COVID-19 crisis, including Arab and model schools. In 
Arab schools, there are more than 42 students in one class, 
and in model schools, there are more than 28 students in 
one class. This situation is exceptional due to the lack of 
investment in this system.

The educational systems are many and varied. Parents 
can register in other schools despite the difference in their 
tuition fees. Schools are not obligated to register old stu-
dents who fall behind the deadline set for the end of reg-
istration. A student is not considered registered if he does 
not pay the registration fees for the next academic year. All 
schools set their registration dates and publish them either 
by text messages, e-mails, or by posting bulletins at their 
entrances.

The source attributed the apology of some schools for 
the non-registration of students to the severe shortage of 
human cadres working in them, including cleaning workers 
and educational and administrative bodies.

In this regard, President of the Foreign Schools Union 
Nora Al-Ghanim affi rmed that the reasons for this are many 
and varied, including the presence of great pressure.

Adhere
She said these schools are closed because of student den-

sities, or because schools adhere to a specifi c number of 
students per class, or are unable to open additional classes 
due to a shortage of teachers or the small spatial capacity 
of the school itself.

Al-Ghanim stressed that these schools cannot have over-
crowded classrooms; otherwise they will lose the recogni-
tion of the international oversight bodies.

She explained that, “The solution lies with the responsi-
ble government agencies, including the Ministry of Finance 
and the Ministry of Education, in granting distinguished 
private schools, regardless of their educational system, 
whether it is typical Arab or foreign, to approve expansion. 
This is better than granting new licenses to other schools 
that may take time to prove their excellence and the quality 
of their educational system.

Schools do not prevent students from getting admitted if 
they were able to accept them. However, each school has 
special circumstances that prevent it from doing so. The 
elements of school success lie not only in a good teacher or 
curriculum and good management, but also in other factors 
that contribute to success, including the number of students 
in the class.

A class that has 20 to 25 students is not the same as one 
with 40 to 45 students. The educational quality will certain-
ly differ, especially with the signifi cant increase in student 
demand for private schools in recent years.”

Furthermore, Al-Ghanim explained that investing in edu-
cation has become repellent instead of being attractive to 
many investors. This is because many obstacles and deci-
sions are placed before them, making them ponder many 
times about investing in this fi eld or in another fi eld that 
brings a greater return. Investment in education, if it does 
not stem from an educational thought, affects the general 
social interest over private commercial interest, and the 
school will not be as distinguished as it will be.

Some distinguished foreign schools have set conditions 
for accepting students, including passing a placement test 
in order to maintain the quality of their educational system 
in compliance with the standards and controls approved 
by international bodies. Some cannot accept an additional 
number that exceeds their capacity due to their commit-
ment to a specifi c number of students per semester. Any 
increase in this number is unacceptable and damages the 
reputation of its educational system.

In addition, an educational source stressed the necessity 
of facilitating government procedures regarding the issu-
ance of licenses and granting the necessary approvals for 
the vertical and horizontal expansion of distinguished pri-
vate schools, especially in residential areas that suffer from 
a small number of schools.

He highlighted that there is a great demand from Kuwaiti 
students to enroll in private schools.

KUWAIT CITY, June 5: Some parents are facing a 
crisis in registering their children in some private 
schools for the 2023/2024 academic year. They have 
been placed in waiting lists, after being told that the 
capacity in these schools are limited and the registra-
tion process is limited by some regulations, reports Al-
Rai daily.

According to an offi cial source in the General Administration of 

Private Education, some private schools already have high student 
densities, while others seek to maintain the quality and distinction of 
their educational system by organizing admission tests for new stu-
dents. In both cases, the administration cannot oblige these schools to 
register students, as they have special regulations and conditions that 
determine the admission process.

The source said, “The Ministry of Education has set the density ceiling 
in each educational system. Any transgression in this regard is not permit-
ted and is considered a violation that is recorded on the school, for which 

  KUNA photo
His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Ahmad Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah with 

some of the exceptional athletes.

KUNA photo 
Kuwait Foreign Minister Sheikh Salem Abdullah Al-Jaber Al-Sabah receives new 

EU Ambassador to Kuwait

‘Hot, dry, dust-laden winds’

FM receives new diplomats

‘Al-Bawareh’ and unstable weather

Kuwait Foreign Minister Sheikh Salem 
Abdullah Al-Jaber Al-Sabah met on 
Sunday a number of Arab and foreign 
ambassadors who presented their cre-
dentials during several receptions.

The Foreign Minister received the cre-
dentials of the new Ethiopian, Algerian, 
and EU Ambassadors to the State of Ku-
wait. During the receptions, Sheikh Salem 
welcomed the diplomats and wished them 
luck on their upcoming ventures.

The meetings discussed the latest de-
velopments in the world and ways to en-
hance cooperation between Kuwait and 

aforementioned parties.
Meanwhile, the Foreign Minister 

Sheikh Salem Al-Sabah received on 
Sunday the United Nations’ (UN) coordi-
nator for the Black Sea Grain Initiative, 
Abdullah Abdulsamad Dashti, discuss-
ing the latest on the deal that allows the 
safe export of grain from Ukrainian ports.   
Kuwait fi rmly supports any measure that 
seeks to protect global food security, in 
addition to efforts aiming to fi nd a de-
fi nitive solution to the Russia-Ukraine 
confl ict, the foreign minister underlined. 
(KUNA)

KUWAIT CITY, June 5: The Meteorologi-
cal Department of the Directorate-General 
of Civil Aviation said Kuwait witnesses 
what is known as the Al-Bawareh season, 
which starts from the second week June and 
continues until mid-July, reports Al-Jarida 
daily.

Dr. Hassan Dashti, 
observer at the DGCA 
Met department told 
KUNA today, the Al-
Bawareh winds are 
seasonal and are known 
as the beginning of 
the summer season, as 
they are followed by a 
very hot, dry weather 
and frequent hot, dust-
laden winds making 
the weather condition 
throughout this period 
unstable, reports Al-Jarida daily. 

He added the desert climate of Kuwait 
is characterized by a long summer period, 
high temperatures, long hours of daily so-
lar radiation, and an increase in rate of 
evaporation, and it begins clearly with the 
beginning of June, in which the high air 
recedes and the Indian seasonal depression 
advances with its expansion to Africa and 
continues until the end of next September. 

He indicated the average wind speed is 
between 50-60 kilometers per hour, and its 
gusts may exceed 90 kilometers per hour, 

causing dust to rise, which causes a de-
crease in horizontal visibility. 

He stated the region has witnessed in re-
cent years an increase in the frequency of dust 
storms associated with the Al-Bawareh winds 
due to the lack of rainfall, the dryness of the 
soil, the lack of vegetation cover and the frag-
mentation of the soil.  Dashti warned of the 
negative effects of these dust storms, which 
require finding quick scientific and practical 
solutions and mitigating them or adapting to 
their negative effects, especially amid the cli-
matic changes taking place in the region.

❑     ❑     ❑

Nod to allowance: The Civil Service 
Commission in the Ministry of Health, 
has given the final nod to grant infection 
allowance to Kuwaiti civilian employees 
working at the Airport Security, the Airport 
Passports departments of the Directorate-
General of Civil Aviation and employees of 
the General Administration of Land Ports 
Security, who are in charge of completing 
entry, exit and fingerprinting procedures 
for travelers at the Al-Nuwaiseeb, Al-Salmi 
and Abdali ports”, reports Al-Jarida daily. 

The CSC approval came based on the 
proposal submitted by the First Deputy 
Prime Minister, Minister of Interior and 
Acting Minister of Defense Sheikh Talal 
Al-Khaled, who asked for the speedy com-
pletion of the disbursement procedures for 
the beneficiaries, reports Al-Jarida daily.

Dr. Dashti

‘Work together for Kuwait’

3,500 from army can vote

PM honors exceptional athletes

Nationality card must to vote

KUWAIT CITY, June 5, (KUNA): Under 
the auspices of His Highness the Prime 
Minister Sheikh Ahmad Nawaf Al-Ah-
mad Al-Sabah, the Public Authority for 
Sport (PAS) in cooperation with Kuwait 
Olympic Committee hosted a ceremony 
on Sunday honoring Kuwaiti exceptional 
athletes for the year 2023.

On behalf of His Highness the Amir 
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah and His Highness the Crown 
Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Ja-
ber Al-Sabah, Sheikh Ahmad conveyed, 
in a speech at the ceremony greetings and 
blessings to all athletes and recognizing 
their achievements in various sport fields 
and events.

The premier added that most of the 
honored sports federations and clubs to-
day have reached advanced stages when 
they participates in tournaments, express-
ing his aspiration that the State of Kuwait 
has become a strong competitor in the 
region and international stage.

Sheikh Ahmad also addressed his sons, 
the athletes, “We must not look back, as 
Kuwaitis we will not benefit much from 
it.

Let us put aside our differences and 
work together for a better future to Ku-
wait sport.

His Highness the premier mentioned 
that those in charge of the Public Sports 
Authority are among the best young peo-
ple and are currently working on devel-
oping strategic plans for the future, call-
ing on everyone to cooperate with them 
to improve Kuwaiti sport.

Sheikh Ahmad also expressed his pride 
in the achievements that Kuwaiti athletes 
made and the high levels they presented 
that culminated in obtaining the highest 
ranks, calling on them to continue such 
progress and raise the flag of Kuwait high 
in the upcoming sports events.

For his part, Minister of Information 
and Minister of State for Youth Affairs, 
Abdulrahman Al-Mutairi, delivered a 
similar speech in which he affirmed that 
the celebration of this distinguished group 
of athletes comes as an appreciation and 
culmination of their achievements, indi-
cating that the patronage of His Highness 
the Prime Minister represents a clear mo-
tive for the honorees to continue to thrive 
in all international forums.

Meanwhile, Chairman of the Kuwaiti 
Olympic Committee, Sheikh Fahad 
Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, said 
in a statement to KUNA that the honoring 
ceremony, which included 350 male and 
female athletes from 23 sports organiza-
tions, is an affirmation of the permanent 
care given by the political leadership and 
state officials to the sports sector.

His Highness the Prime Minister hon-
ored the distinguished male and female 
athletes for the year 2023 from various 
Kuwaiti bodies, committees, federations 
and sports clubs.

The ceremony was attended by the Di-
rector of PAS, Yosef Abdullah Al-Baid-
an, the President of the Kuwaiti Olympic 
Committee, Sheikh Fahad Nasser Sabah 
Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, and senior state of-
ficials.

KUWAIT CITY, June 5: The Public Re-
lations and Security Media Department 
of the Ministry of Interior stated that as 
part of the preparations for the voting 
process for the 2023 parliamentary elec-
tions on June 6, the General Administra-
tion of Nationality and Kuwaiti Travel 
Documents has called on citizens regis-
tered on the electoral lists and who did 
not but wish to apply for a replacement 
for a lost or damaged nationality certifi-
cate must visit the General Administra-
tion of Nationality and Kuwaiti Travel 
Documents in the Dajeej area in person, 
reports Al-Rai daily.

The daily added, the applicant must 
bring along the original civil card or a 
recent certificate issued by the Public 
Authority for Civil Information and 4 
personal photos measuring 6x4, during 
official working hours.

The administration added, no one will 
be allowed to cast the ballot without the 
original Kuwaiti nationality certificate 
or a replacement for a lost or damaged 
document is obtained.

Meanwhile, around 3,500 trainees, of-
ficers and non-commissioned officers are 
eligible to vote in the upcoming parlia-
mentary election; since their names are 
included in the lists of voters, reports Al-
Rai daily quoting sources.

Sources confirmed this is legal, given 
that the abovementioned citizens have 
yet to complete their courses and no deci-
sion has been issued regarding their ap-
pointment as military personnel.

Sources clarified that all those enrolled 
in military colleges under the ministries 
of Defense and Interior are allowed to 
vote, because they have not graduated 
from the colleges.



LOCAL
ARAB TIMES, TUESDAY, JUNE 6, 2023

3

A DIGEST OF PUBLIC OPINION

diwaniya
‘Hospitals in Kuwait should be managed with int’l expertise’
“IF YOU are very ill, you have no choice but to visit a hospital in Kuwait and 
unfortunately you may not come out much better. In fact, in some cases for the 
elderly and other people with chronic problems, complications from the disease 
can lead to death,” columnist Dr Youssef Abdul Mohsen Al-Haroun wrote 
for Al-Qabas daily.

“We have heard many stories from relatives, friends and others of how a 
loved one could have been hospitalized and doctors prescribe broad spectrum 
antibiotics not knowing exactly what the problem is but hoping this might fix it.

“This may work for some patients but may put other patients in worse con-
ditions. They may have allergic reactions to these medi-
cines. 

“Then the medical team tries to solve the problem they 
created by performing surgery or putting patients on ven-
tilators which eventually leads to death. Or they develop 
hospital-acquired infections, which contribute significant-
ly to illness and death, affecting up to 30 percent of ICU 
patients. 

“So why do hospitals make us more sick? Why do hos-
pitals make us more likely to die? The main reason for this 
is - far from generalizing - a combination of hospital mis-
management, negligence of physician and nursing care, 
and finally bad architectural design.

“There are good doctors and great nurses who are praised for their hard work 
and giving to improve people’s lives for the better.

“However, there are also some who don’t care and don’t do their duty dili-
gently. I call on the Ministry of Health in all its sectors to employ qualified 
Kuwaitis or foreign doctors who graduated from the best universities and have 
strong experience in their fields. 

“Don’t hire bad doctors! You deal with people’s lives, parents and children. 
Likewise, hospitals must be managed with international expertise with decades 
of experience, not local individuals who do not know how to manage. Manage-
ment is an art and not every good doctor has the ability to run a hospital. 

“What is the point of building billions of hospitals across Kuwait with poor 
management? It’s like buying a fancy and expensive car and giving it to some-
one who doesn’t know how to drive it. It will lead to an accident in the end.

“Hospitals are among the most expensive facilities to build, with complex 
infrastructure, technologies, systems and safety rules. But the evidence sug-
gests we’ve built them all wrong — and that the shortcomings aren’t simply 

unaesthetic or uncomfortable.
“All of these design flaws could kill us. There is also a lot we can do to im-

prove the patient experience, which, of course, is closely related to how com-
fortable and well patients are.

“Some of the most interesting research on the way hospitals are built points 
to nature’s role in promoting healing. The research, spearheaded by Roger 
Ulrich, now a professor of architecture at the Health Care Building Research 
Center at Chalmers University of Technology in Sweden, suggests that when it 
comes to recovery from illness, the more nature the better. 

“But all too often, patients and doctors find themselves trapped in dark rooms 
and sterile corridors with little natural light or views of nature: too much con-
crete, not enough jungle and trees.

“Some research has studied patients who recovered after surgery based on 
whether they were assigned to a room with a window facing nature or a wall. 

“The study, now one of the most widely cited in the hospital design literature, 
found that patients looking at trees had shorter hospital stays and took less pain 
medication than those viewing a wall.

“We need to completely rethink how we care for health and patients in Ku-
wait, introduce more natural sunlight and green spaces in and around hospitals 
and more environmental psychology approaches to make people more positive 
and thus speed up recovery, God willing. 

“I hope that one day the government and the Ministry of Health will take 
people’s lives seriously not only by building new hospitals, but how to design 
them, put the right person in the right place in their management, and choose 
only the best in the world to work in them to serve everyone who lives in this 
good land. 

“So the next time we really need to go to the hospital, we can really feel safe 
and, God willing, feel better. Until that happens, we have nothing but supplica-
tion. Oh God, change the conditions, change our situation to the best.”

Also: 
“A referendum is a healthy process that usually accompanies elections in 

advanced democracies. It comes with very important conditions to achieve the 
goal, hence, it is not considered a tool for negatively influencing the course of 
elections — a crime severely punished by the Kuwaiti law,” columnist Sami 
Al-Nisf wrote for Annahar daily.

“The first conditions of an honest referendum are laid down by parties known 
for their impartiality. For example, it is not permissible for profitable or biased 

parties to be entrusted with the referendum, since they will maneuver the pro-
cess for the benefit of those they support, pay for or believe in.

“It is also necessary to ensure the scientificity and transparency of the sample 
of participants, so the result reflects the constituency concerned. It is important 
as well to clearly indicate the number of members of the segment before deter-
mining the percentage obtained by each candidate.

“Therefore, choosing a sample of 20 voters in a constituency whose total 
number of voters is tens or hundreds of thousands will definitely mislead the 
voters and the observers, because a candidate who gets only two votes will ap-
pear as if he has a double chance of winning compared to the one who gets one 
vote from the sample. This is misleading because the percentage drawn from 
such a very small number means nothing at all.”

❑     ❑     ❑

“We are going through days of a lot of talk about the political issue, given 
the general condition of the State, individuals, societies, and government and 
private institutions, as well as the upcoming 2023 National Assembly election,” 
columnist Abdulrahman Aba Zera wrote for Annahar daily.

“Social mobility characterizes the State of Kuwait, considering the large 
space that the government sometimes gives to the candidate to present his sup-
posed aspirations. 

“Undoubtedly, the voter could be affected by this general condition of the 
State, as the political arena might become a large space and a wide arena for 
rumors, gossip, false promises and the adoption of issues without the slight-
est knowledge of these issues — neither the candidate nor the voter. Thus, 
psychological chaos is formed for everyone associated with such a confusing 
scene, which may directly and indirectly affect the individual, in addition to our 
collective attitude.

“It is the duty of a fully sane citizen, who knows his rights, to express his as-
pirations by choosing his representative in this scene for a period of four years. 
The State has enabled him to exercise his democratic right. He must know who 
he chooses, how he chooses and why he chooses this or that candidate.

“In this manner, our thoughts are not based on negative choices that reflect 
on our psychological state. This psychological crisis may accompany us for 
four years, so we must choose carefully. We should not be courteous in choos-
ing who will represent us, and become part of our future aspirations and the 
visions we aspire to achieve in order to serve the people and the country.”

—Compiled by Mai Elsoukary

Dr Al-Haroun 

Other Voices

The last talk, before passing away
By Ahmad alsarraf

I have reached a ripe old age, and lived a happy life 
that was not disturbed by anything other than the 

painful memories of the invasion and occupation of 
my country by Iraq; and today I 
have no need for anything other 
than health, as I have enough to 
live in luxury, inside or outside 
Kuwait, for the rest of my life.

Therefore, on a personal level, 
I do not need favors from any 
candidate, deputy, or official, 
with full respect for everyone, 
and for the rest of the honorable 
people who contest the National 
Assembly, despite their fewness, 
and they often know what I mean, and this is what I 
hope.

I am stripped of every interest or purpose, and my 
standing with this candidate or others, is mainly due 
to my jealousy over the interest of my country, and 
not to personal benefits, as among those who support 
his candidacy are those whom I have not met, and 
I have no commercial interest, narrow or broad, in 
choosing and supporting these candidates, for I am 
not worried about my fate, but rather about the fate of 
this country, which continues to erode, and I am also 
worried about the future of my children, grandchil-
dren, family, and the rest of the good citizens, whose 
number is decreasing every day.

From this humble rostrum, I invite all those who 
love Kuwait to set aside their emotions and judge 
their minds, as they choose who will represent them 
in the next Parliament, which will, in my opinion, be 
the most dangerous in the history of Kuwait, and its 
role will be decisive. Either its results, with the sin-
cere and serious cooperation of the government, will 
pull us out of the pit we find ourselves in, if not our 
situation will get worse.

You have to choose the best, and this will not hap-
pen if we do not leave our homes on June 6, and cast 
our ballot but not on sectarian or tribal basis, or who-
ever owes allegiance to his guide ... albeit abroad.

Stop complaining about the existence of corruption 
and ruin, and try to change something by trying to 
choose the best, not the one that tickles the emotions 
for cheap gains for such people will even deny you 
your livelihood.

Make a good choice, as the opportunity will not be 
repeated, and I say it without any cheap purpose. You 
should vote today for those who have previously sup-
ported us in previous articles and tweets. These are 
symbols that we know for sure the truth about their 
nature and their sincerity, at least, by knowing who 
attacks them and wants them to fail!

I repeat again that I am financially, psychologically 
and emotionally sound, and I have no personal mo-
tive in supporting the best people!

❑     ❑     ❑

e-mail: a.alsarraf@alqabas.com.kw

alsarraf

‘Pollution causes cancer, heart disease’

‘Avoid airborne gases, dust and fumes’
KUWAIT CITY, June 5: In reaction to a report titled “Air 
pollution in residential areas threatens health” that was pub-
lished recently, health experts affi rmed that pollution in gen-
eral and inhalation of some types of fumes and gases may 
cause lung cancer, heart disease, and other illnesses, reports 
Al-Qabas daily.

These experts said some diseases 
caused by continuous exposure to pol-
lutants may not show symptoms in the 
short term.

They stressed the need to tighten 
control for improving air and water 
quality, and protecting the environ-
ment from pollution.

In this regard, gastroenterology, 
internal medicine, liver and endos-
copy consultant Dr Ghanem Al-Salem 
warned against direct exposure to toxic 
fumes and gases in the event of their 
spread in any oil or other areas, after the concerned authori-
ties announce their presence, in order to ensure the preserva-
tion of public health for citizens and residents.

She explained that the most prominent diseases associated 
with environmental and air pollution that last for several 
years are chronic obstructive pulmonary disease, lung can-
cer, cardiovascular disease, pulmonary fi brosis, stomach and 
pancreatic cancer, and eye infections. Exposure to polluted 
air can render pregnant women more vulnerable to the risks 
of premature birth. The risk ratios diminish with a decrease 
in the period of exposure to polluted atmospheres in the vi-
cinity of the areas.

Dr. Al-Salem advised workers who are exposed to pol-
luted air to avoid exposure to airborne gases, dust and fumes.

She insisted that children, the elderly, and people suffer-
ing from asthma, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease and 
other lung disorders should avoid outdoor exercise when the 
air contains high levels of pollutants, based on the announce-
ment of reliable government sources in the country at the 
time.

Dr. Al-Salem stressed the need to stay home until the air 
quality improves in the event of pollution, as well as ensure 
the house is clean, ventilated constantly, and are free of dust, 
in addition to using specialized devices to detect the accu-
mulation of carbon monoxide gas in homes, if possible.

She also stressed the need to follow the instructions of 
the Ministry of Health and the concerned authorities in this 
regard.

Dr. Al-Salem highlighted the keenness of Kuwait about 
transparency and publishing important information in this 
fi eld on offi cial websites, documented newspapers and of-
fi cial social networking sites.

In addition, Assistant Professor of Environmental 
Studies at the International College of Law, Dr. Muham-
mad Al-Ajmi affirmed the need to address the problems 
of environmental pollution in the country in order to pre-

serve the health of the residents of the areas surrounding 
oil facilities and factories, especially those located in the 
south of the country.

He explained that the direction of air plays a major role in 
transporting factory pollutants to nearby areas. The density 
of pollutants depends on the distance of the areas from the 
sources of pollution. The southeastern wind contributed to 
the transfer of pollutants from the sites of Ahmadi refi nery, 
Shuaiba Port and Port Abdullah, to the areas of Fahaheel, 
then Mangaf, Sabahiya, and decreased in areas far from the 
sites of those factories and refi neries. The longer the life 
span of these factories and oil refi neries, the higher the per-
centage of pollutants resulting from them.

Dr. Al-Ajmi stressed the importance of activating the role 
of the concerned government agencies in monitoring the lev-
els of pollution in the air, in order to preserve the health of 
citizens and residents in all areas.

He revealed that the air quality in the country has deterio-
rated due to wrong environmental practices.

Dr Al-Salem

680 Asians, Africans from
8 nations ousted in 3 days

New biometrics center opened

KUWAIT CITY, 
June 5: The Public 
Relations and Se-
curity Media De-
partment of the 
Ministry of Interior 
said 680 expatriates 
belonging to eight 
Asian and African 
countries have been 
adminis trat ive ly 
deported to their 
respective countries 
within three days, 
from May 27 to May 
29, reports Al-Qa-
bas daily.

The security sources 
told the daily, the de-
portees were held at the 
Talha Prison and that be-
fore being deported they 
were fingerprinted and 
photographed and all pro-
cedures related to their 
deportation process were 
completed within a record 
time and flown out of the 
country.

The reasons for their de-
portation varied between 
administrative deportation 
and verdicts issued by the 
criminal court, in addition 
to those  caught for violat-
ing the residence and labor 
laws.

The sources indicated 
that the deportation of this 
large number of expatriates 
in just 3 days is seen as the 
first in recent years in terms 
of numbers, which confirms 
the deportation prison works 
for the speedy completion 
of deportation procedures to 
ensure deportees don’t stay 
behind bars for long periods 
unlike what used to happen a 
few years back.

❑     ❑     ❑

New center opened: Di-
rector for Human Resources 
and Information Technol-
ogy at the Interior Minis-
try Sheikh Mubarak Salem 
Al-Ali recently inaugurated 
the biometric fingerprint 
center at the Police Force 
Affairs General Department 
in Mubarak Al-Abdullah, re-
ports Al-Rai daily.

The center operates 24 
hours a day to serve the min-
istry’s employees and their 
immediate families.

During the inauguration, 
Sheikh Mubarak Salem Al-
Ali disclosed that the open-
ing of the center is in com-
pliance with the directive of 
First Deputy Prime Minis-
ter, Minister of Interior and 
acting Minister of Defense 
Sheikh Talal Al-Khaled to 
provide facilities, harness 
capabilities and address ob-
stacles in front of employees 
at the Ministry of Interior; 
including officers, non-com-
missioned officers and civil-
ians.

Photo taken from the event.

‘Benefiting from financial markets’
By Mujahid Iqbal

KUWAIT CITY, June 5: Pakistan Em-
ployment Forum Kuwait (PEFK) and 
NoorCM Academy, a subsidiary of 
NCM Investments, jointly held a 2-day 
workshop last week on the topic, Intro-
duction to online trading and Benefiting 
from Financial Markets which was a 
stepping stone to creating the know-how 
in the community and to introducing to 
the basics of Financial Markets, create 
awareness on how to avoid online finan-
cial scams and shed a light on the impor-
tance of regulation in Investment Sector. 
A large audience not only from financial 
backgrounds but from different profes-
sions attended the educational event.

The training was commenced with a 
detailed presentation by Mohsin Khan. He 
shed light and presented efficiently to edu-

cate how to invest securely and safely in 
Global Financial Markets. The session was 
a blend of lecture, insights, and presentation 
followed by a quiz and QA session.

At the end of the session, the president 
of PEFK, Muhammad Irfan Adil thanked 
the audience for participating in the edu-
cational training workshop. He applaud-
ed all the efforts by PEFK Team, NCM 
Investment, and Noor CM Academy to 
make this training fruitful and possible 
for the Pakistani and other Urdu-speak-
ing communities residing in Kuwait. He 
thanked, Faraz Mushtaq, Head of Mar-
keting NCM Investment, and his whole 
team for this interactive event. At the end 
of the workshop, giveaways were pre-
sented to the audience and refreshments 
were served.

‘No dealing with bedouns’

KUWAIT CITY, June 5: The Central System for 
Remedying the Status of Illegal Residents (CSRSIR) 
informed the Ministry of Education and the Ministry 
of Higher Education to suspend dealing with trans-
actions of Bedoun residents except for those holding 
a valid identifi cation/security card, reports Al-Qabas 
daily.

According to informed sources, CSRSIR stressed 
the need to return to the previous decision, as per 
which no transaction pertaining to the Bedoun resi-
dents will be completed without the presence of a 
valid security card issued by CSRSIR.

The three-month period for the exception is-
sued by the Council of Ministers for the exclu-
sion of expired card holders from completing 
their transactions in the Ministry of Education, 
Ministry of Higher Education and Ministry of 
Health has passed, due to which it is necessary 
to return to the decision which was issued prior 
to the exception.

CSRSIR demanded the Ministry of Education and 
the Ministry of Higher Education to instruct the con-
cerned authority to notify 31 Bedoun employees re-
garding the need to visit the CSRSIR offi ce in order 
to take the necessary procedures according to their 
legal status and obtain valid cards, as well as the 
need to complete the procedures for renewing their 
services.

‘Valid ID card mandatory’
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Envoy affi rms strength of bilateral 
relations between Russia, Kuwait

New ambassador briefs press after presenting his credentials

KUWAIT CITY, June 5: The 
Ambassador of the Russian 
Federation Vladimir Zheltov 
affi rmed the strength of the bi-
lateral relations between his 
country and Kuwait, reports Al-
Qabas daily.

In his first interview with the local 
press after presenting his credentials, he 
praised the Kuwaiti policy, which he 
described as “wise, balanced and prag-
matic.”

The ambassador said, “We noticed that 
the current Kuwaiti leadership has continu-
ity and persistence in approaching conflicts 
between all major countries in the world 
without any exception.

Kuwait is one of the first Arab countries 
to recognize Russia. Even during the days 
of the Cold War, the days of friction and 
competition between the two poles, the 
Kuwaiti leadership did not put eggs in one 
basket. This is a balanced, pragmatic and 
wise policy.”

Respect
He expressed his country’s respect for 

this approach and for Kuwaiti politics.
Ambassador Zheltov affirmed his keen-

ness to strengthen the political, econom-
ic, humanitarian, military and technical 
files, highlighting that the Russian-
Kuwaiti political dialogue is still ongo-
ing, and there is a mechanism for political 
consultation.

He stressed that Kuwait’s Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs is concerned with dialogue 
with all parties in the world.

The ambassador revealed that the third 
session of the Russian-Gulf dialogue will 
be held in July in Moscow, with Kuwait’s 
participation in it.

He affirmed that his country was and will 
remain on the side of Arab friends, and has 

principled positions on the basic issues of 
the Arab world, especially the Palestinian 
issue and the Arab-Israeli conflict.

Ambassador Zheltov said, “Russia is an 
important country for Kuwait, so nothing 
could affect our relationship from any 
external side. In the former Soviet-Kuwaiti 
and the Russian-Kuwaiti relations, the 
Kuwaiti side attached great importance due 
to the balanced and pragmatic policy. This 
is the main message that I extracted from 
my meeting with the Crown Prince which 
took a third of an hour and during which the 
focus was solely on the bilateral relations.”

Exemption
Regarding Kuwait’s position with Russia in 

the Ukrainian crisis, he reiterated that Kuwaiti 
policy is balanced, pragmatic and wise, add-
ing, “Irrespective of the external pressures, 
Kuwait still practices a neutral policy regard-
ing what is going on in Ukraine.” Regarding 
the mutual agreement for visa exemption, 
Ambassador Zheltov said, “We are in the 
process of attracting tourists to Russia. We are 
working on a policy for canceling visas with 
countries that bring tourists.

There are countries in the Arabian Gulf, 
such as the UAE, Oman, Saudi Arabia and 

Kuwait for which we are interested in can-
celing entry visas not only for holders of 
diplomatic and special passports, but for all 
citizens, in return for treating our citizens 
reciprocally.

We submitted a draft decision for cancel-
ing visas for these countries. This issue is 
now with the Kuwaiti side. Thousands of 
visas have been issued to Kuwaitis and 
residents from Kuwait, There is a daily 
flight operated by Jazeera Airways between 
Moscow and Kuwait.”

Investments
Ambassador Zheltov sent a message of 

reassurance to the Kuwaiti investors, say-
ing, “There are no external restrictions 
imposed on trade or investments. Russia is 
a country that respects the rules of interna-
tional law regarding ownership, as invest-
ments are safeguarded. However, the devil 
is always in the details.

All Kuwaiti and Gulf investments are 
respected by the Russian state, despite the 
sanctions imposed by Western countries on 
us, and on Arab and non-Arab investors. 
Investment needs security and stability, and 
foreign sanctions against Russia have 
affected the level of trade between Russia 
and Kuwait.”

Ambassador Zheltov welcomed the 
cooperation with the Kuwaiti press, stress-
ing that it enjoys a great degree of freedom 
due to the sensitivity of the Arab media in 
this region.

He indicated that government agencies 
pay more attention to social media, given 
the base of access to it and the base of 
people interested in obtaining accurate 
information.

Regarding the military cooperation between 
his country and Kuwait, Ambassador Zheltov 
revealed that there are some Russian-made 
weapons in Kuwait, such as missile launchers 
and armored vehicles, and there is talk about 
a tank deal. He added, “We are open to all 
Kuwaiti requests.”

Ambassador Dr Swaika with Muhaisen.

 KUNA photo
A company promoting the Moringa plant.

Event promoting recycling held

KUNA marks World Environment Day
KUWAIT CITY, June 5, (KUNA): 
Kuwait News Agency (KUNA) held 
on Monday an event promoting recy-
cling and environment protection in 
commemoration of the World 
Environment Day celebrated annually 
on June 5.

In a statement to KUNA, head of the 
public relations department Afdhal 
Al-Fulaij affirmed that the agency was 
keen on partaking in events highlight-

ing environmental causes.
The KUNA event focused on envi-

ronmental and recycling projects in 
Kuwait, she revealed, affirming that 
countering pollution and safeguard-
ing the environment was a global 
responsibility shared by all countries.

Several companies, promoting 
environmental friendly products, ser-
vices, and recycling, took part in the 
KUNA event, she indicated.

Kuwaitis vote

Continued from Page 1
All ministries, authorities and state 

bodies have been working together for 
weeks in order to ensure the country’s 
electoral race by taking all required mea-
sures and putting all potential at the dis-
posal of voters.

The Ministry of Information, for its 
part, has invited 50 media representatives 
from all over the world to cover the par-
liamentary vote.

The Kuwaiti cabinet has recently asked 
several non-governmental organizations 
(NGOs) to partake in watching the coun-
try’s forthcoming parliamentary elections 
due on June 6, only out of its commitment 
to ensuring fair and transparent elections. 

The Health Ministry affirmed that it 
was ready for the 2023 parliamentary 
elections on June 6, Tuesday, via provid-
ing 123 fully equipped clinics at polling 
stations with the participation of 740 
medical staff in addition to 30 ambulanc-
es.

In a press statement, the ministry’s 
spokesperson Dr. Abdullah Al-Sanad 
said that five medical clinics will operate 
at the main voting centers, while 118 clin-
ics would be at the subcommittee’s head-
quarters.

He noted that 30 ambulances were dis-
patched according to the flow of the vot-
ers in each constituency.

Meanwhile, National Assembly 
Election number 35/1962 prohibits the 
circulation of election-related messages 
48 hours before Election Day; but it does 
not stipulate penalties for whoever vio-
lates this stipulation, says constitutional 
expert Professor Muhammad Al-Fili.

According to Al-Fili some fake 
accounts on social media and other news-
papers are taking a chance to violate the 
law, as they believe they are safe since 
there is no punishment for such a viola-

tion. 
Nevertheless, he affirmed that well-

known media institutions remain commit-
ted to the law in line with the Code of 
Conduct. 

The campaigns of the candidates ended 
on Sunday, including the public meeting 
organized by former Assembly Speaker 
and Second Constituency candidate 
Marzouq Al- Ghanim with the theme, 
‘The way towards stability’.

During his campaign, Al-Ghanim 
stressed that he has always been commit-
ted to the Constitution and National 
Assembly Law. He said it is unacceptable 
to describe the previous era as the period 
of corruption, because this is tantamount 
to offending HH the late Amir Sheikh 
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. He 
pointed out that an era is not attributed to 
a prime minister or Assembly Speaker, as 
it is attributed to the head of State. 

He also confirmed having evidence of 
a bank transfer made by a senior official 
at the office of HH the Prime Minister 
Sheikh Ahmad Nawaf Al-Ahmad 
Al-Sabah in favor of an individual who 
administers fake accounts on social media 
to curse some individuals while the latter 
is outside Kuwait. He was quick to clarify 
that he is sure the premier is not aware of 
such an incident. 

He added that the Internet service was 
disrupted during a parliamentary session 
when the number of attendees decreased

from 40 to 10.  He explained the reason 
was that some MPs monitored social 
media and decided to vote according to 
the trend, not their own opinion. 

He went on to say that in case he wins 
in the election slated for Tuesday, he will 
cooperate with the Prime Minister — 
either HH Sheikh Ahmad Nawaf 
Al-Ahmad Al Sabah or anyone else as 
part of his constitutional commitment.

HH Crown Prince, PM send greetings

HH the Amir congratulates 
Denmark on National Day
KUWAIT CITY, June 5, (KUNA): 
His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sa-
bah sent Monday a cable to Queen 
of Denmark Margrethe II, congratu-
lating her on her country’s National 
Day, wishing the Queen good health 
and the Danish people all progress 
and prosperity. 

Meanwhile, His Highness the 
Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-

Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah sent a 
cable to Queen Margrethe II, con-
gratulating her on her country’s 
National Day and wishing her good 
health. 

In the meantime, His Highness 
the Prime Minister Sheikh Ahmad 
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah also 
sent a cable to Queen Margrethe II, 
congratulating her on her country’s 
National Day.

Indian envoy calls on Muhaisen
The Indian Ambassador to Kuwait HE 
Dr Adarsh Swaika called on Kuwait’s 
Undersecretary of Information HE 
Naser Ahmed Muhaisen. Both sides 

had very forward-looking discussions 
on further strengthening bilateral co-
operation in media and information 
domain.

Vladimir Zheltov
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ABCK-AmCham Kuwait, US Military host 2-session workshop
KUWAIT CITY, June 5: ABCK-AmCham 
Kuwait hosted a 2-session workshop on 
‘Contracting with the U.S. Military and Reg-
istering in Federal Government Systems’ 
with speakers from the U.S. Air Force’s 
386TH ECONS, the U.S. Army’s Regional 
Contracting Center - Kuwait (RCC-KU), 
and Joint Contingency Contracting System 
(JCCS). The goal of the event was to educate 
and inform vendors on how to do business 
with the U.S. military, the systems required 
to do so, and upcoming opportunities with 
each of the military entities that participated. 

The fi rst presentation discussed the pur-
pose of JCCS, a U.S. Government IT system 
supporting contingency contracting since 
2006. It is required for vendors to do busi-
ness with the U.S. government to have an 
active and complete JCCS registration for 
all contracts in the CENTCOM AOR. The 
speaker highlighted that companies should 
view solicitations, submit proposals, and stay 
in contact with their local contract offi ce for 
opportunities.

Consequently, the U.S. Air Force 386th 
ECONS presented on the topics of the Gov-
ernment Purchase Card (GPC) Program, Base 
Operations Support and Services (BOSS), In-
frastructure (construction), Air Force Contract 

Augmentation Program (AFCAP), and SAM 
registration. The speakers mentioned that the 
Government Purchase Cards (GPCs) are used 
for lower dollar purchases of supplies, ser-
vices, and constructions, however, the BOSS 
Flight also makes purchases of communica-
tion support, camp support, engineering op-
erations/security services, logistical support 
services, and airfi eld support.

Presenters provided an in-depth presenta-
tion on how to register as a vendor in SAM, 
which is mandatory for vendors to be eligi-
ble for contract awards above the $35,000 
USD micro-purchase threshold. They also 
discussed technical aspects of SAM such as 
creating a Sam.gov Login, creating NCAGE, 
and requesting a UEID number.

Furthermore, speakers discussed the im-
portance of the Synchronized Predeployment 
Operational Tracker (SPOT). SPOT is the 
U.S. federal government database for track-
ing and accountability of contractor person-
nel and equipment during contingencies, as 
he mentioned that it is important for CENT-
COM Commanders to know how many, 
where, and what type of contractor person-
nel are in their AOR. Vendors who are not 
already registered in SPOT should reach out 
to their local contracting offi ce for direction 

and update their Contracting Offi ce repre-
sentative whenever the POC and/or others 
entered in SPOT change(s).

To fi nalize the presentations,the U.S. mili-

tary spoke about their efforts in combatting 
human traffi cking (Counter Traffi cking in 
Persons (CTIP), Federal Acquisition Regu-
lations as well as compliance and meeting 

minimum requirements when it comes to 
vendors doing business with the U.S. Mili-
tary and their employees. Presenters high-
lighted that companies get an annual CTIPS 
compliance certifi cation based on their re-
view, and explained the process of remedia-
tion if a company is found to be in violation 
of CTIPs. 

The event concluded with a workshop in 
which vendors were able to meet with several 
entities from the U.S. military including the 
408th Contracting Support Brigade, the U.S. 
Army’s Regional Contracting Center- Kuwait 
(RCC-KU), The Air Force’s 386th ECONS, 
the Joint Contingency Contracting System 
(JCCS), The Theater Contracting Center 
(TCC - SWA), RCC-OIR, The Army & Air 
Force Exchange Service and Host Nation. 

ABCK-AmCham Kuwait is a non-profi t 
organization operating since 1985 and is 
composed of Fortune 500 corporations, small 
and medium-sized companies, and promi-
nent business leaders and entrepreneurs, both 
American and Kuwaiti. ABCK-AmCham 
Kuwait acts as an advocate for American 
interests in the state of Kuwait. For More In-
formation, please visit our website at www.
amchamkuwait.org or follow us on the social 
media channels @abck1985

‘How to do Business with the US Military’

Introduction of Vendor’s Day 

KUWAIT CITY, June 5: Fur-
ther to its objective of spreading 
awareness about the ecological, 
nutritional and economical ben-
efits of millets the Indian embassy 
in Kuwait has dedicated June to 
promote these cereal crops by or-
ganizing the first event at the Mu-
ghal Mahal outlet in Sharq.

Speaking at the first launch of 
the event, the Indian Ambassador 
to Kuwait HE Dr Adarsh Swaika, 
said, under the leadership and vi-
sion of Narendra Modi, Prime 
Minister of India, the Govern-
ment of India celebrated 2018 as 
National Year of Millets with the 
determination to turn adoption of 
millets as a people’s movement, 
and is now spearheading the cel-
ebration of IYOM 2023.

As part of overall efforts of the 
government of India throughout 
India and Indian missions and oth-
er stakeholders abroad, the Indian 
envoy said, the aim is to popular-
ize the consumption of millets for 
a sustainable and beneficial life-
style since millets are known to be 
a healthier option and has several 
other benefits. 

This time, the Indian envoy 
added, the embassy has taken one 
step forward by reaching out to 
common man in terms of includ-
ing millets in their daily diet and 
the embassy is making all efforts 
to make the cereals available in 
this part of the world.

During the event, Ms Diviya 
Kalra, daughter of Ashok Kalra 

managing partner of Mughal Ma-
hal, put up an elaborate display of 
dishes prepared from millets. Ms 
Kalra who wants to step into the 
footsteps of her father, also gave a 
brief presentation on the benefits 
of millets and how millets can 
“enrich our lives and make living 
better and healthier.”

Millet refers to several variet-
ies of small-seeded grasses that are 
cultivated as grain crops. Amongst 
these, pearl millet (bajra), finger 
millet (ragi) and sorghum (jowar) 
are the most popular. Minor millets 
include foxtail, barnyard and others. 
These crops are grown in marginal 
and dry lands in several countries 
in Asia and Africa, with India being 
the world’s largest millet producer.

The global fame of this coarse 
grain can be traced back to March 
2021, when the United Nations 
(UN) General Assembly at its 75th 
session declared 2023 the Interna-
tional Year of Millets (IYM2023). 

Millets -- which are an excellent 
source of Vitamins A and B, po-
tassium, calcium and iron -- helps 
control blood sugar, improves the 
digestive system, protects cardio-
vascular health, prevents onset of 
diabetes, good source of antioxi-
dants and helps on weight loss. 

The Mughal Mahal with the 
help of the Embassy of India, 
Kuwait would also like to raise 
awareness to ensure this crop is 
no longer neglected and the popu-
lation in Kuwait gets to reap the 
various benefits of millets.

‘Make living better and healthier’

Indian embassy organizes millets
promotion event at Mughal Mahal

Photo from the event.

Kuwait is advanced in realm of
consumers’ protection: ESCWA
BEIRUT, June 5, (KUNA): Dr. Rola 
Dashti, ESCWA’S executive secretary, 
has affi rmed that Kuwait ranks among 
advanced states in the realm of con-
sumers’ protection.

Dr. Dashti, who was speaking 
after meeting a delegation of the 
Kuwaiti Ministry of Industry and 
Commerce, said Kuwait plays an 
eminent role in the issue of protect-
ing the consumers, noting that Leb-
anon could learn from the Kuwaiti 
experience at this level.

At the Lebanese level, Beirut needs to 
learn how to apply ministerial decisions 
and activate the laws to stem upward 
trends of the commodities’ prices, Dr. 

Dashti said indicating that ESCWA, the 
United Nations Economic and Social 
Commission for Western Asia, has been 
transferring successful experience of 
other countries in this respect to Beirut 
for shoring up the local economy.

ESWA is also seeking to boost im-
ports and exports, support start-ups and 
medium enterprises, she added.

Meanwhile, the Kuwaiti assistant 
undersecretary for legal affairs, com-
panies and commercial permits, Dr. 
Mohammad Al-Jalal, told KUNA the 
Kuwaiti delegation’s visit to Beirut 
was intended to help the country cope 
with infl ation and examine the Kuwaiti 
experience in this respect.

KUWAIT CITY, June 5: Some 
parents are facing a problem to 
register their children in some 
private schools for the 2023-2024 
academic year and one of the rea-
sons is the Ministry of Education 
has set the density ceiling in each 
educational system, and any trans-
gression is looked upon as a vio-
lation committed by the school in 
which case the school is liable to 
be punished, reports Al-Rai daily.

Moreover, the General Admin-
istration of Private Education can-
not oblige these schools to register 
more students, as they have special 
controls and conditions that deter-
mine the admission process.

The daily added, most of the stu-

dents are now on waiting lists since 
the schools have a limited capacity 
and to add insult to injury the ca-
pacity of schools is limited, the reg-
istration process is limited by some 
controls and an official source in 
the General Administration of Pri-
vate Education said some schools 
already have high student densi-
ties, while others seek to maintain 
the quality and distinction of their 
educational system by organizing 
admission tests for new students. 

The sources indicated that the 
ministry excluded some schools 
from the density ceiling during the 
last academic year due to the fact 
that no new schools were opened 
during the Corona pandemic.

Students on waiting lists for admission
at private schools face uncertain future

Project supports everyone in need inside Kuwait

KRCS distributes Eid clothes to 4K families
KUWAIT CITY, June 5, (KUNA): 
Kuwait Red Crescent Society (KRCS) 
said on Thursday that they distributed 
Eid clothes for 4,000 families in need, 
that are registered in KRCS records, in 
Kuwait.

In a statement to KUNA, KRCS 
Vice Chairman of Board of Directors 
Anwar Al-Hasawi said that distribut-
ing Eid Al-Adha clothes is one of the 
society’s seasonal projects, to provide 
help to the limited income families and 
meet their needs.

Al-Hasawi affi rmed the associa-
tion’s keenness to help these families 
by participating in religious and na-
tional occasions, as well as providing 
them with humanitarian assistance and 
healthcare.

He referred to Eid Al-Adha exhibi-
tion, which comes within the associa-
tion’s yearly held plans, and includes 
different products for all family mem-
bers (clothing, shoes and accessories) 
as well as household items, stressing 
that all products are new and unused.

CITRA seeks ‘hidden client’ feature
New way to protect consumer in telecommunications sector

KUWAIT CITY, June 5: 
According to informed 
sources, the Communi-
cations and Information 
Technology Regulatory 
Authority (CITRA) is pre-
paring to contract with 
a company specialized in 
providing “hidden client” 
service, in preparation 
for conducting more fi eld 
monitoring visits to tele-
communication companies 
through this feature, with 
the aim of ensuring their 
compliance with the regu-
lations and laws regulating 
for the sector, reports Al-
Rai daily.

They explained that CITRA had 
previously applied this service, but 
it plans to expand its use and rely 
on it to a greater extent, especially 
after the success of the initial ex-
periment launched by the author-
ity last year. The value of the fi nes 
it collected from this experiment 
was close to a quarter of a million 
dinars. The submitted reports con-
tributed to correcting many wrong 
practices.

The “hidden client” feature is a new 
way to protect the consumer in the tel-
ecommunications sector, as it conducts 
fi eld visits in the form of a regular cus-
tomer and goes through the customer 
experience to learn about the strengths 
and weaknesses in performance. He 
then carries out the evaluation process 
that he had been trained on previously, 
and prepares detailed reports regarding 
his experience and observations on the 
services provided and the employees’ 
dealings with customers.

Contract
The previous contract involved un-

dercover clients making 30 visits per 
month to the three telecommunication 
companies at an equal rate, i.e. about 
ten visits to each company. The vari-
able that is expected to occur in the 
new CITRA contract is the doubling 
of the fi eld visits of these clients to the 
telecom companies, and to limits that 
may reach the rate of making a daily 
visit to each telecom company at least 
in the fi rst phase of the contract.

This step ensures coverage of all 
procedures to which real customers are 
exposed, and the reduction of violating 
procedures, either contractual or re-
lated to the quality of service, and the 
mechanism for dealing with customer 
complaints.

The undercover customer service 
is one of the fi eld monitoring tools 
that CITRA will use more to ensure 
the continued improvement of the 
telecommunications companies’ busi-
ness environment, and achieve high 
protection of consumers’ rights in this 
sector.

KUFPEC seeks to enhance existence in Asia
KUALA LUMPUR, June 5, (KUNA): Kuwait Foreign Pe-
troleum Exploration Company (KUFPEC) seeks, through 
its offi ce in Malaysia’s Kuala Lumpur, to boost its regional 
existence and expand its exploration in Asia.

The offi ce of KUFPEC in Kuala Lumpur presented a vis-
ual report by Yasmine Hussain on the basic business, opera-
tions and social responsibilities of the company, in addition 
to its future plans, in the presence of Kuwait’s Ambassador 
to Malaysia Rashid Al-Saleh.

Speaking to KUNA in a statement, Al-Saleh lauded 
the company’s activities and its regional offi ce in Kuala 
Lumpur, stressing the importance of cooperation between 
the fi rm and the embassy.

Al-Saleh, meanwhile, discussed with Acting Director of 
KUFPEC offi ce Ali Al-Saleem and its team the latest devel-
opments of the company’s projects in Malaysia.

Al-Saleem welcomed, in a statement to KUNA, Al-
Saleh’s visit to the KUFPEC offi ce. 

In 2021, KUFPEC achieved the largest gas explora-

The violations resulting from these 
visits will contribute to greatly narrow-
ing the recurrence of violations in the 
telecommunication sector.

The undercover customer used by 
regulators in the telecommunications 
sector could be a citizen or resident, 
given that CITRA seeks to assess the 
quality of procedures followed with all 
customers, and protect their rights.

Meanwhile, the sources stressed that 
CITRA, within the framework of its su-

pervisory move to enable all customers 
of telecommunications services, seeks 
to oblige telecommunication compa-
nies to contract with all customers with 
special needs, unless the person has a 
mental illness.

They indicated that the sponsor re-
quirement is to be dropped, which is 
what some telecommunication compa-
nies require from customers when con-
tracting, especially from blind people.

The sources explained that it has 

been noticed recently that complaints 
from people with special needs, espe-
cially the blind, have been increasing. 
Telecommunication companies require 
them to bring a sponsor to sign any 
contract with them. The sponsor is re-
sponsible for reading the terms of the 
contract for the customer, guaranteeing 
him in the event of any disruption in 
the payments of his contract, and justi-
fying its position that the blind people 
are unable to read the contract. 

The Ambassador of the State of Kuwait to Malaysia, Rashid Al-Saleh, with the KUFPEC offi ce team in Kuala 
Lumpur.

KUNA photos
Kuwait’s Ambassador to Malaysia, Rashid Al-Saleh, 
receives a souvenir from Acting Director of KUFPEC 

Offi ce in Kuala Lumpur, Ali Salim.

tion achievement in the company’s history off the coast of 
Sarawak, east of Malaysia.
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Business   Change Closing pts
UAE - DFM +1.37 3,652.64
JAPAN - Nikkei +2.20 32,217.43
PAKISTAN - KSE 100 +0.68 41,638.53
PHILIPPINES - PSEi +0.15 6,521.64
SAUDI - Tadawul +0.64 11,293.59

   Change Closing pts
EGYPT - EGX 30 -0.63 17,345.90

By National Bank of Kuwait 

The underlying drivers of consumer activity in Kuwait 
remain solid, including sustained job gains, govern-

ment measures, and favorable demographics, with spend-
ing registering another firm rise in 1Q23. Nevertheless, 
growth has eased from previous quarters, as the effects 
of previous government stimulus and the post-pandemic 
demand rebound fade. Overall consumer spending is 
likely to continue to benefit from the government’s inten-
tion to maintain an expansionary fiscal stance, supported 
by high oil revenues. That said, in the near term, spend-
ing growth could moderate further amid the volatile and 
overall weaker global macroeconomic environment and 
tighter monetary policy, which could weigh on consumer 
sentiment. 

Spending robust despite easing growth, signaling 
resilience 

Consumer spending, measured by total credit and 
debit card transactions (including ATM cash with-
drawals), grew by 14% y/y in 1Q23, the same rate 
as the previous quarter and by 3.8% q/q. (Chart 1.) 
While growth has slowed from its peak of more than 
30% early last year, it remains solid compared to 
pre-2019 levels, where growth averaged 7% y/y dur-
ing 2014-19. 

The initial trend of particularly strong overseas 
spending in the wake of the lifting of pandemic restric-
tions has now settled at more ‘normal’ levels. (Chart 
2.) Card transactions outside of Kuwait did jump 20% 
y/y in 1Q23 (compared to a 7% rise in 4Q22), a quar-
ter marked by a strong uptick in National Day over-
seas travel; although overseas spending still represents 
less than 6% of total consumer spending. As for local 
spending, growth further softened to 13% y/y. 

Household credit softening amid higher interest 
rates 

Household lending (excluding loans for the pur-
chase of securities) has been providing solid support 
to consumer spending. The rate of increase in house-
hold credit has weakened in recent quarters, how-
ever, to 7% y/y at the end of 1Q23 (from 14% y/y 
in 1Q22), amid tighter monetary conditions. Lend-
ing growth in the ‘consumer loans’ sub-segment 
– which strips out housing loans and may be most 
closely related to the purchase of consumer durables 
– had slowed to 5.7% at the end of Q1 from a peak 
of 15.1% early last year. 

Population and employment recovering 
Population and labor markets both recorded a 

sharp recovery in 2022, following the return of some 
expats after their Covid•linked departures. The boost 
to private consumption from an expansion in the la-
bor force and population growth, while undoubtedly 
positive, may not be so pronounced, given that most 
of the recent additions to the expat population and 
jobs are concentrated in labor-intensive and possi-
bly lower-end jobs. Sustained job gains among Ku-
waitis continue to be a solid driver of consumption 
growth, though. 

According to data from the Kuwait Public Author-
ity for Civil Information (PACI), the total popula-

tion of Kuwait reached 4.74mn in 2022, increas-
ing by 8% y/y. The number of non-Kuwaitis rose 
by 11.1% y/y, outpacing the increase in Kuwaitis 
(+1.9%). Overall employment grew by 8.1% during 
the last six months of 2022, predominantly driven 
by the return of some expatriate jobs following the 
resumption of economic activity post-Covid. (Table 
1.) Still, expat employment levels across many sec-
tors are some way below their peak in 2019, sug-
gesting a full recovery is yet to happen. Meanwhile, 
employment among Kuwaiti nationals inched up by 
1.4% in the six months to December 2022 to 455K 
on mainly public sector job gains. 

Average wages of Kuwaiti public sector workers 
rose by 1.8% y/y in 4Q22, the fastest growth rate in 
over two years, according to Kuwait Central Statistical 
Bureau and Labor Market Information System data. 
Broadly, increasing employment and growing 

Consumer sentiment ebbing on unclear global 
outlook 

As measured by ARA Research and Consultancy’s 
Consumer  Confidence Index, consumer sentiment 
has also been trending lower. (Chart 4.) Grow-
ing worries about the global economic outlook and 
moderating oil prices have contributed to the re-
cently softer readings of the broad consumer senti-
ment index. The index for durable goods (consumer 
discretionary category) has been more volatile but 
is also broadly softening. The overall moderating 
trend in consumer confidence outlines some easing 
in growth in consumer activity. 

Inflation elevated, with food prices a main driver 
Inflation in Kuwait in April stood at 3.7% y/y, un-

changed from March but up from 3.2% at the end of 
2022. Consumer prices have seen some renewed up-
ward pressures this year across several key catego-
ries including food & beverages, clothing and hous-
ing services. (Chart 5.) Ramadan-related seasonality 
could explain some of this increase. Nevertheless, 
the overall inflation trend we see for the remainder 
of the year is one of moderation on easing consumer 
activity. 

Fiscal stimulus could boost income and spending 
We also expect fiscal policy to provide ongo-

ing support for the consumer sector going forward. 
The election of a new parliament in June could be 
followed by the approval of the draft budget for 

FY23/24 proposed earlier this year. The draft out-
lined a 12% y/y increase in budgeted public expen-
ditures, driven by a 13% rise in salaries and a 34% 
rise in subsidies. A part of this spending, however, 
consists of accrual payments to ministries for previ-
ous years’ outlays so the positive impact on demand 
this year may be somewhat less. The government 
also aims to hire around 20K additional Kuwaiti em-
ployees in the public sector this fiscal year, which 
should support rising consumer demand. 

Labor market partially recovers from pandemic slump

Consumer spending in Kuwait strong in Q1
■ Consumer spending growth remained robust 
in 1Q23 at 14% y/y, the same as 4Q22, but 
lower than its peak in 2022. 
■ Support for spending from strong household 
lending appears to be declining, with credit 
growth slowing in Q1. 
■ The labor market has partially recovered 
from the pandemic slump, with continued job 
growth among Kuwaiti nationals seen providing 
underlying support for spending growth going 
forward. 
■ Still, spending growth could slightly ease 
over coming quarters, amid a further normal-
ization from Covid-era patterns, moderate eco-
nomic growth and the tighter monetary policy 
environment. 

UBS says it could complete Credit Suisse takeover on June 12

Switzerland’s UBS said Monday that 
it expects to complete its takeover of 
longtime rival Credit Suisse as early as 
next week.

The two Zurich-based banks, long-
time rivals, are uniting in a 3 billion-
franc ($3.3 billion) deal that was ar-
ranged hastily in March by the Swiss 
government and regulators after 
Credit Suisse’s stock plunged and jit-
tery depositors quickly pulled out their 
money. 

The merger was aimed at stemming 
upheaval in the global fi nancial system 
after the collapse of two U.S. banks 
shook confi dence in the sector. The 
takeover will leave UBS as Switzer-
land’s single banking titan.

UBS said Monday that it expects to 
complete the acquisition by as early as 
June 12.

“Completion is subject to the registra-
tion statement, which covers shares to 
be delivered, being declared effective 

by the U.S. Securities and Exchange 
Commission, and to satisfaction, or 
waiver by UBS, of other remaining clos-
ing conditions,” UBS said in a state-
ment.

The reputation of 167-year-old 
Credit Suisse was pummeled in re-
cent years over stock price declines, 
a string of scandals and the fl ight of 
customers worried about the bank’s 
future. (AP)

In this Oct. 21, 2015 
fi le photo, the logo of 
the Swiss bank Credit 
Suisse is seen on 
a building in Zurich, 
Switzerland. (AP)

European 100 study reveals

Despite opportunity to ‘enhance’ hiring
with AI, automation, experience remain
BERLIN, June 5, (Business Wire): 
Phenom released the second annual 
European Edition of its State of Can-
didate Experience Report, revealing 
signifi cant improvement in the use of 
AI over one year and shining a spot-
light on enormous opportunities for 
companies to enhance job seekers’ 
experiences through intelligence and 
automation.

‘State of Candidate Experience: 
2023 Benchmarks Report - European 
Edition’ reveals, despite year-over-
year improvements, tremendous op-
portunity to enhance hiring with AI, 
automation and experience remains. 
The second annual report provides rec-
ommendations, including small steps 
for making big impacts. Phenom audit-
ed the top 100 European companies of 
the Global 500 list in three key areas of 
the talent journey: attraction, engage-
ment and conversion, as well as the 
use of AI. By viewing their strengths, 
weaknesses and opportunities for im-
provement, HR leaders, talent acqui-
sition teams and hiring managers can 
gain valuable insights and best prac-
tices to improve the candidate experi-
ence, grow quality talent pools faster 
and hire more effi ciently.

The 2023 audit of European 100 
career sites reveals improvement year-
over-year to deliver hyper-personal-
ized experiences and job matching that 
strengthen candidate attraction, en-
gagement and conversion, including a:

Although organizations are increas-
ingly adopting AI-powered technology 
to improve experiences, 94% scored 
poorly in their use of AI, indicating 
there is still a signifi cant gap between 
the solutions available and what com-
panies have implemented. According 
to the 2023 audit:

“Enhancing the candidate experi-
ence is a critical step in attracting the 
right qualifi ed talent in this highly 
competitive market,” said Mahe Bay-
ireddi, CEO and co-founder of Phe-
nom. “Providing phenomenal, person-
alized experiences for job seekers is 

only possible through intelligence and 
automation.”

Although retaining employees has 
become a primary goal for European 
companies, proactively improving the 
candidate experience remains an im-
perative. Organisations are struggling 
to fi ll open positions amidst economic 
challenges including an energy crisis, 
infl ation and an ultra-competitive tal-
ent market.

To outpace competitors, employers 
must embrace cutting-edge practices 
and AI technology for hiring, develop-
ing  retaining talent. Intelligence, au-
tomation and experience are essential 
to overcoming today’s biggest talent 
acquisition and retention challenges, 
including simplifying the job search 
process and maintaining an attractive, 
unique employer brand. Hyper-per-
sonalized career sites, conversational 
chatbots, automated screening and 
scheduling, and content that showcas-
es a company’s culture all enrich the 
candidate experience, helping them 
fi nd the right job faster and apply.

Savvy organisations that are lev-
eraging AI-powered technology and 
automation through the Phenom Intel-
ligent Talent Experience platform are 
attracting more best-fi t job seekers, 
growing talent communities and in-
creasing completed applications, and 
the results speak for themselves:

To improve the candidate experi-
ence, Phenom’s European Edition 
of its State of Candidate Experience 
Report prescribes a series of actions 
organisations can take - from creating 
strong employer brand content to im-
plementing intelligent technology on 
its career site:

With Phenom, candidates fi nd and 
choose the right job faster, employees 
develop their skills and evolve, recruit-
ers become wildly productive, manag-
ers build stronger-performing teams, 
HR aligns employee development with 
company goals, and HRIS easily inte-
grates existing HR tech to create a ho-
listic infrastructure.

Asian stocks follow Wall St

WS drifts after report on economy
NEW YORK, June 5, (AP): 
U.S. stocks were drift-
ing Monday to begin what 
could be a quiet stretch 
following their best week 
since March.

The S&P 500 edged up 0.3% in 
morning trading. The Dow Jones 
Industrial Average was down 61 
points, or 0.2%, at 33,705, as of 
12:31 p.m. Eastern time, while the 
Nasdaq composite was 0.6 higher.

The indexes were listless after a re-
port showed businesses in the accom-
modation, construction and other U.S. 
services industries grew in May for 
a fi fth straight month, though by less 
than economists expected. It’s the lat-
est mixed reading on the U.S. econo-
my, which has begun to slow under the 
weight of higher interest rates but has 
defi ed forecasts for a recession so far.

Stocks were roughly split between 
gainers and losers in the S&P 500. A 
gain for market heavyweight Apple 
helped lift Wall Street. It rose 1.7% 
ahead of an event where it’s expected 
to unveil a long-rumored headset that 
will place its users between the virtual 
and real world,

In the oil market, crude gained after 
Saudi Arabia said it would cut back 
production in hopes of boosting its 
price. A barrel of U.S. crude rose 1.5% 
to $72.84, and a barrel of Brent crude, 
which is the international standard, 
climbed 1.6% to $77.36.

Both were close to $120 a year ago, 
and their prices have fallen on worries 
that a strapped global economy would 
burn less fuel. 

Elsewhere, Wall Street was rela-
tively quiet. This upcoming week is 
light on earnings reports and top-tier 
economic data. That leaves few clues 
for the dominant question hanging 
over the market: Which will come fi rst, 
the economy falling into a recession or 
infl ation easing enough for the Federal 

Reserve to cut interest rates?
That’s why much attention is on 

next week, when the government will 
release the latest monthly updates on 
infl ation at the consumer and whole-
sale levels. It’s also when the Fed will 
meet next on interest rate policy. Trad-
ers are largely betting that it will stand 
pat on rates, which would mark the 
fi rst meeting where it hasn’t hiked in 
more than a year.

The bet on Wall Street, though, is 
that it could resume hiking rates in July. 
The reason for such a pause would be 
to give the Fed time to assess its furious 
pace of rate hikes over the last year. 

The goal of high rates is to lower in-
fl ation by slowing the entire economy 
and dragging down prices for stocks, 
bonds and other investments. With rates 
at their highest level since 2007, several 
high-profi le U.S. bank failures since 
March have already shaken the market, 
while the manufacturing industry has 
been contracting for months. 

The job market, though, has man-
aged to remain remarkably solid de-

spite them. That’s helped U.S. house-
holds continue to spend, which has 
kept the economy out of a recession. 
Last week, data showed that U.S. 
employers unexpectedly accelerated 
their hiring in May, while increases in 
workers’ wages slowed to keep some 
pressure off infl ation. 

Despite all the uncertainty about the 
economy, Wall Street remains on the 
the edge of what’s called a “bull mar-
ket” following weeks of gains. 

The S&P 500 is sitting just above 
4,290, and if it fi nishes the day above 
4,292.44, it will be more than 20% 
above where it was in mid-October. 
That would mean Wall Street’s main 
measure of health has transformed 
from its frigid “bear market,” when it 
fell more than 20% over nine months, 
into a powerful bull.

In the bond market, the yield on the 
10-year Treasury fell to 3.69% from 
3.70% late Friday.

The two-year Treasury, which 
moves more on expectations for the 
Fed, dropped to 4.49% from 4.51%. 

It had been higher earlier in the morn-
ing, before the weaker-than-expected 
report on the U.S. services industries.

World stocks and Wall Street fu-
tures rose Monday after U.S. jobs data 
suggested a recession might be farther 
off while at the same time infl ation 
pressures are weakening.

London and Frankfurt opened 
higher. Tokyo gained more than 2%. 
Shanghai and Hong Kong also rose.

Oil prices rose more than $1.60 per 
barrel after Saudi Arabia announced it 
will cut output by 1 million barrels per 
day to support sagging prices.

Europe
In early trading, the FTSE 100 in 

London rose 0.4% to 7,641.19 and 
the DAX in Frankfurt gained 0.2% to 
16,087.01. The CAC 40 in Paris was 
unchanged at 7,270.84.

Asia
In Asia, the Nikkei 225 in Tokyo 

advanced 2.2% to 32,217.43 and the 
Shanghai Composite Index added less 
than 0.1% to 3,232.44. The Hang Seng 
in Hong Kong gained 0.7% to 19,089.47.

The Kospi in Seoul was 0.5% higher 
at 2,615.41 and the S&P ASX 200 in 
Sydney jumped 1% to 7,216.30.

India’s Sensex opened up 0.5% 
at 62,844.36. Singapore and Jakarta 
gained. Markets in New Zealand and 
Thailand were closed for holidays.

Oil
In energy markets, benchmark U.S. 

crude rose $1.64 to $73.38 per barrel 
in electronic trading on the New York 
Mercantile Exchange. The contract 
gained $1.64 on Friday to $71.74. 
Brent crude, the price basis for inter-
national oil trading, advanced $1.65 to 
$77.78 per barrel in London. It added 
$1.85 the previous session to $76.13.

Currencies
The dollar rose to 140.24 yen from 

Friday’s 139.94 yen. The euro fell to 
$1.0694 from $1.0712.

People stand in front of an electronic stock board showing Japan’s Nik-
kei 225 index at a securities fi rm Monday, June 5, 2023, in Tokyo. Asian 
stocks followed Wall Street higher on Monday after strong U.S. hiring data 
coupled with scant wage gains suggested a possible recession might be 

further away, but also that infl ationary pressures are weakening. (AP)
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Decline in large-cap sectors pull GCC into the red...

After two consecutive months of gains, the aggregate 
GCC index declined during May-2023 mainly led by 

decline in large cap sectors like Materials, Banks, Energy 
and Telecom. The MSCI GCC index dropped by 4.1% dur-
ing the month reflecting declines in most markets in the re-
gion. Kuwait’s All Share Market Index reported the biggest 
decline during the month registering a fall of 4.8% followed 
by Abu Dhabi and Saudi Arabia with declines of 3.9% and 
2.6%, respectively. On the other hand, Dubai and Bahrain 
recorded gains of 0.9% and 3.1%, respectively, partially off-
setting the overall GCC decline. The monthly decline once 
again pulled the MSCI GCC index in the red in terms of 
YTD-2023 returns that stood at –2.4%.

The sector performance chart for the month showed de-
clines in large-cap sectors like Materials (-3.7%) Banks 
(-3.3%), Energy (-3.1%) and Telecom (-3.4%) that were 
partially offset by gains in Pharma & Biotech (#48.6%) and 
Insurance (#5.8%) sectors. However, in terms of YTD-2023 
performance, most of the sectors were in the green while 
Banks and Capital Goods were the only underperformers 
with declines of4.1% and 7.1%, respectively.

Global equity markets mostly showed a downward trend 
during the month with the MSCI World index registering a 
decline of 1.2%. The UK and European markets were some 
ofthe biggest decliners during the month while US showed a 
mixed trend with the S&P 500 Index and the Nasdaq Com-
posite showing gains while the DJIA dropped by 3.5%. On 
the other hand, the global emerging market index showed a 
decline of 1.9% after the decline in China (- 3.6%) was par-
tially offset by gains in most other emerging markets in Asia 
with Taiwan seeing the biggest gain of 6.4% followed Korea 
with a gain of 3.0%. India’s Sensex also showed a gain of 
2.1% during the month.

Kuwait Boursa
Kuwaiti benchmarks receded during May-2023 after see-

ing gains during the previous month. It is pertinent to note 
that the headline All Share Market Index and the Premier 
Market index have declined in five out of the last six months 
since December-2022. In terms of market segments, the Pre-
mier Market Index witnessed the biggest monthly decline of 
5.3% during May-2023 as performance of constituent stocks 
in the index showed a downward skew. The Main 50 Index 
and the All-Share Market Index reported a monthly decline 
of 4.9% and 4.8% followed by the Main Market index that 
receded 3.0% during May-2023. The declines affected YTD-
2023 performance for the market with the All- Share Index 
showing the second-biggest decline in the GCC at -6.8%. 
The Premier Market index declined by 7.7%, whereas the 
Main 50 Index receded 6.2% vs. 2.8% drop for the Main 
Market Index.

The sector performance chart was mixed during the 
month. The gainer’s side was topped by the Technology 
and the Consumer Staples indices with double-digit gains 
of 18.6% and 10.1%, respectively, followed by Consumer 
Discretionary index with a gain of 5.7%. The gains in the 
Technology index was led by an equivalent gain in the sole 
constituent stock in the index, Automated Systems Co. In the 
Consumer Staples sector, shares of Mezzan Holding posted 
a monthly gain of 8.0% supported by strong Q1-2023 earn-
ings. The company announced a net profit of KWD 4.3 Mn 
for Q1-2023 compared to KWD 2.9 Mn in Q1-2022 support-
ed by 9.4% y-o-y growth in revenues. Meanwhile, large-cap 
indices like Banking and Telecom witnessed steep declines 
during the month despite posting strong earnings for Q1-
2023. The Banking sector index was down by 6.0% during 
the month after shares of all the Kuwaiti banks declined. In 
the earning releases, KFH posted a net profit of KWD 162.1 
Mn in Q1-2023 compared to a profit of KWD 70.0 Mn in 
Q1-2022. The Telecom index declined by 6.7% reflecting 
decline in 4 out of 5 constituent stocks in the index with 
Ooredoo leading the decline with a drop of 7.7%.

In terms of monthly stock performance, Hayat Communi-
cations Co. topped with a gain of 45.1% followed by Kuwait 
Foundry Co. and Senergy Holding Co. with gains of 33.1% 
and 28.5%,respect ively. On the decliner’s side, Equipment 
Holding Co. topped with a decline of 30.4% followed by Dar 
Al Thuraya Real Estate Co. and National Investment Co. 
with declines of 28.3% and 23.4%, respectively. In terms 
of trading activity, aggregate volumes traded increased by 
40.1% to reach 3.0 Bn traded shares during May-2023. 
Monthly value traded showed a stronger growth of 46.2% 
to reach KWD 941.2 Mn in May-2023. On the monthly val-
ue traded chart, KFH topped with KWD 215.3 Mn traded 
shares followed by Boubyan Bank and NBK at KWD 107.5 
Mn and KWD 97.8 Mn worth of traded shares, respectively.

Saudi Arabia (Tadawul)
Saudi Arabia’s headline equity index TASI reported 

monthly decline during May-2023 reflecting recent earnings 
announcements that affected investor sentiments coupled 
with broader economic woes regarding the U.S. debt ceil-
ing deal. The benchmark TASI peaked at a closing high of 
11,392.78 points at the end of the first week of the month but 
mostly trended downward during the rest of the month to 
close with a decline of 2.6% at 11,014.1 points. Despite the 
decline, Saudi Arabia ranks second in the GCC in terms of 
YTD-2023 performance with a gain of 5.1%.

The monthly sector performance chart favored decliners 
during May-2023. The Media sector witnessed the steepest 
decline of 7.4% followed by the Utilities and Health Care 
Equipment & Svc indices with declines of 6.3% and 4.4%, 
respectively. The gainers side was led by the Pharma, Bio-
tech & Life Science index with a double-digit gain of 49.8% 
followed by Transportation and Capital Goods with gains of 
7.6% and 6.1%, respectively. The gains in the Pharma, Bio-
tech & Life Science index was led by the equivalent gain in 
the sole stock in the index, Saudi Pharmaceutical Industries 
and Medical Appliances Corporation. Meanwhile, large-cap 
sectors like Energy and Bank reported monthly declines of 
4.2% and 3.0%. In the Telecom sector, all the constituent 
stocks declined with ZAIN KSA leading with a decline of 
8.4%. Shares of Aramco was also in the red with a decline 
4.5% during May-2023.

The monthly gainer’s chart was topped by Saudi German 
Health with a gain of 50.6% followed by Saudi Pharmaceu-
tical Industries and Medical Appliances Corp. and Al Sagr 
Cooperative Insurance Co. with gains of 49.8% and 33.8%, 
respectively. On the decliner’s side, Tihama Advertising and 
Public Relations Co. topped with a decline of 20.6% fol-
lowed by Saudi Arabian Amiantit Co. and Saudi Electricity 
Co. with declines of 12.5% and 12.2%, respectively.

Trading activity on the exchange witnessed strong 
monthly gains during May-2023. Monthly volume of 
shares traded witnessed a m-o-m increase of 50.9% 
in May-2023 to reach 4.7 Bn shares. Monthly value of 
shares traded increased at a much bigger pace of 53.0% to 
reach SAR 136.0 Bn. Americana Restaurants topped the 
monthly volume chart with 421.2 Mn shares followed by 
Aramco and Zain KSA with 164.7 Mn shares and 162.2 
Mn shares traded, respectively. On the monthly value 
traded chart, Al Rajhi Bank topped with SAR 6.6 Bn 
worth of shares traded during the month followed by STC 
and Aramco with trades worth SAR 6.1 Bn and SAR 5.4 
Bn during the month, respectively.

In terms of primary market IPOs, The First Milling Com-
pany of Saudi Arabia, also known as First Mills, is intend-
ing to list a 30% share on the Tadawul. A market capitaliza-
tion of between SAR 3.05 Bn and SAR 3.3 Bn is implied 
by the company’s sale of 16.65 Mn shares at a price range 
between SAR 55 and SAR 60 (USD 14.66) per share. The 
IPO is anticipated to be this year’s second-largest in Saudi 
Arabia after Jamjoom Pharmaceutical which was also priced 
during the second half of May-2023 at the top end of the 

range. Similarly, the other companies which issued prospec-
tus to list on Tadawul are Almawarid Manpower Compa-
ny, Morabaha Marina Financing and Olam Agri Holdings. 
Olam Group is expecting to launch the dual IPO of Olam 
Agri Holdings with a primary listing in Singapore before a 
potential concurrent listing in Saudi Arabia during the year.

Abu Dhabi Securities Exchange
The FTSE ADX index dropped by 3.9% during May-

2023 after witnessing a growth of 3.8% during April-2023 
underlining the second highest decline since July-2022. 
In terms of sectoral indices, eight out of the ten sectors 
recorded declines during the month while the remaining 
two recorded gains. On the decliners’ side, the Industrial 
index led the way with 11.2% index drop followed by the 
Utilities index which recorded a 7.7% drop to close the 
month at 11,893.4 points as the sectors only constituent 
company, Abu Dhabi National Energy Co, witnessed an 
equivalent share price decline of 7.7% during the month. 
The Energy index followed with the third highest drop 
of 7.6% as all the three constituent companies witnessed 
share price declines during the month led by Adnoc Drill-
ing’s 15.4% share price slide during the month. Trading 
activity in the ADX exchange witnessed gains during the 
month supported by the IPO of Adnoc Logistics & Ser-
vices which is estimated to have raised around USD 770 
Mn for 15% of company’s shares offered in the IPO.

In terms of monthly stock performance, Bank of Shar-
jah topped the monthly gainers chart for May-2023 with a 
gain of 32.2% followed by Abu Dhabi National Takaful and 
National Corp for Tourism & Hotels which recorded gains 
of 15.5% and 14.9%, respectively. Bank of Sharjah has re-
cently announced that it is boosting its capital by USD 218 
Mn to USD 820 Mn to enhance its position and foster future 
growth. The bank’s investment arm, Sharjah Asset Manage-
ment, will be the primary beneficiary of the capital raise. On 
the decliner’s side, Ras Al-Khaimah Co for White Cement 
lead the way registering 23.6% fall in its share price during 
May-2023 followed by Ras Al Khaimah Poultry & Feed-
ing Company and Hayah Insurance which saw share price 
declines of 20.8 % and 18.2%, respectively.

Trading activity increased m-o-m during May-2023. 
Total volume of shares traded reached 5.6 Bn shares in 
May-2023 vs. 3.3 Bn shares traded during April-2023. 
Monthly value traded witnessed a slightly lower growth 
of 44.9% to reach AED 26.1 Bn in May-2023. Eshraq In-
vestments overtook Multiply Group at the top of the most 
active stocks table during the month with 1.1 Bn traded 
shares followed by Multiply Group and Dana Gas which 
traded 565.7 Mn shares and 333.3 Mn shares, respective-
ly. In terms of value traded, IHC topped the table for the 
fourth month in a row with AED 5.9 Bn worth of shares 
changing hands during the month followed by Abu Dhabi 
Islamic Bank and Alpha Dhabi Holding Company at AED 
2.9 Bn and AED 1.9 Bn, respectively.

In economic news, the Emirates real GDP growth dur-
ing 2023 is expected to expand at the slower rate of 3% as 
compared to the 7.6% pace it achieved in 2022, according to 
a report by GlobalData. The UAE’s subdued GDP growth 
was attributed to a decline in oil output due to the OPEC+ 
agreed production cutbacks and a deceleration of the Emir-
ates non-oil economy induced by higher interest rates among 
other reasons. On a positive note, the Abu Dhabi economy 
has been recognized as the fastest growing economy in the 
Middle East with 9.3% GDP growth in 2022 according to 
the Statistics Centre – Abu Dhabi (SCAD). The Emirates’ 
robust economic growth reflected the success of its diversi-
fication strategy. Moreover, Abu Dhabi’s AED 10 Bn indus-
trial strategy program launched in the middle of last year has 
played a major role in strengthening the Emirates economic 
output during 2022.

Dubai Financial Market
The DFM General Index recorded its second consecutive 

monthly gain in May-2023 recording a 0.9% growth to close 
the month at 3,576.63 points as the second best performing 
market in the GCC during the month. The monthly index 
performance was induced by increases in five out of the 
eight sectoral indices including Financials, Real Estate, and 
Industrials sectors. The Consumer Discretionary Index re-
corded the biggest monthly gain of 3% to close the month at 
1,003.8 points mainly driven by TAALEEM Holdings 5.3% 
share price gain during May-2023. The Communications 
Services Index followed with a 2% gain during the month 
due to Emirates Integrated Telecom’s (du) 2.2% share price 
increase during the month. The 0.8% decline of the Utili-
ties index which has large market cap constituent companies 
such as DEWAA and Empower – Emirates Central Cool-
ing Systems Corporation affected the growth of the DFM 
General Index during May-2023. Moreover, the Materials 
index which has only one constituent company (National 
Cement Co.) recorded a 2.1% fall during May-2023 to close 
the month at 96.8 points.

According to Bloomberg data, Gulf Navigation Hold-
ing led the monthly gainers table with an 84.5% increase in 
share price followed by Ajman Bank and Arabian Scandi-
navian Insurance Company with gains of 31.7% and 30.2%, 
respectively. Gulf Navigation Holding has recently sold a 
petrochemical tanker and announced to use the proceeds of 
the sale to settle its debt and improve liquidity. Moreover, 
Gulf Navigation Holding has reported it is not going to dis-
tribute dividends for the fiscal year 2022. Meanwhile, the 
gain in shares of Ajman Bank came on the back of its USD 
13.3 Mn net profits during the first quarter of this year. The 
bank has also disclosed that its total assets reached USD 6.2 
Bn during Q1-2023. On the decliner’s side, Amlak Finance 
topped the table recording a share price decline of 12.3 dur-
ing May-2023 followed by Aramex and Dubai Investment 
Company with share price declines of 10.7% and 10.2%, 
respectively. Aramex’s Q1-2023 net profits declined 49% y-
o-y to AED 24 Mn due to several factors including currency 
devaluation in some markets and growth in interest expense 
associated with the purchase of cross border e-commerce 
platform MyUS.

In terms of monthly trading activity, total volume traded 
increased by 81.6% to reach 5.7 Bn shares in May-2023 as 
compared to 3.1 Bn shares during April-2023. Total value 
traded of shares traded during the month also witnessed 
double-digit growth recording 60.1% increase to reach AED 
9.7 Bn in May-2023 as compared to AED 6.0 Bn during 
April-2023. Deyaar Development topped the monthly vol-
umes traded chart recording 1.3 Bn shares which changed 
hands during the month followed by Union Properties 
and Ajman Bank which saw 1.0 Bn and 651.4 Mn of their 
shares change hands during the month, respectively. On the 
monthly value traded chart, Emaar Properties topped the list 
with AED 1.7 Bn worth of shares changing hands during 
the month, followed by Ajman Bank and Gulf Navigation 
Holding which saw AED 1.26 Bn and AED 1.25 Bn values 
of their shares traded, respectively.

In economic news, a report from S&P Ratings showed 
that Dubai government’s debt burden is expected to fall this 
year. The debt owed to the Dubai government is forecasted 
to decline by 78% of GDP in 2020 to 51% of GDP (USD 
66 Bn) by the end of 2023. One of the main reasons for the 
Emirates debt recovery, according to S&P, is its emergence 
as a safe investment haven after the end of the global pan-
demic. Moreover, Dubai has also benefited from the Russia-
Ukraine conflict as its Real Estate sector reaped the influx of 
Russian property buyers which propelled Dubai’s property 
sales to a record.

Qatar Exchange
The declining streak in Qatar Stock Exchange continued 

during May-2023 with the QE General Index registering a 
decline for the fourth consecutive month. The large-cap in-
dex dropped marginally by 0.3% during the month mainly 
after a steep decline of 1.8% seen on the last trading day 
of the month. However, the decline was mainly focused on 
large-cap stocks as seen from the 1.1% monthly gain regis-
tered in the QE All Share Index. This difference was also 
reflected in the YTD-2023 performance of the two indices 
with the QE General index seeing a bigger decline of 4.9% 
whereas the QE All Share index registered a marginal drop 
of 0.5%. The sector performance chart for the month also 
showed contrasting performance with all sectors in the green 
and merely the Industrials index in the red with a decline 
of 4.1%. The Insurance sector recorded the biggest monthly 
gain of 11.0% during May-2023 followed by Telecoms and 
Real Estate with gains of 8.9% and 5.7%. The Telecom in-
dex was also the top performers in terms of YTD-2023 gains 
at 21.0% followed by Transportation and Insurance indices 
with gains of 7.9% and 3.7%. On the other hand, the Banks 
& Financial Services index was the biggest decliner with a 
decline of 4.6% followed by Consumer Goods & Services 
and Real Estate indices with declines of 2.0% and 0.9%, re-
spectively.

The monthly stock performance chart was topped with 
Qatar German for Medical Devices with a gain of 110.3% 
followed by the Dlala Brokerage and Widam Food with 
gains of 72.8% and 52.0%, respectively. On the decliners 
side, Gulf International Services topped with a decline of 
8.1% followed by Industries Qatar and QLM Life & Medi-
cal Insurance with declines of 7.5% and 7.4%, respectively. 
In Q1-2023 earnings releases, total net profits decreased by 
10.04% y-o-y to reach QAR 12.5 Bn during Q1-2023 as 
compared to QAR 13.9 Bn during Q1-2022. Profits growth 
for companies in the Industrial and Consumer & Services 
sector declined by 44.2% and 17.5%, whereas the Banks & 
Financial sector and Insurance sector posted growth of 1.5% 
and 79.0%, respectively.

Trading activity witnessed significant growth during 
May-2023. Monthly volume traded almost tripled to reach 
6.5 Bn shares in May-2023 as compared to 2.5 Bn shares in 
April-2023. On the other hand, monthly value traded also 
showed strong gains of 142.1% to reach QAR 16.1 Bn vs. 

QAR 6.7 Bn during the previous month. In terms of month-
ly volume, Mazaya Real Estate Development topped with 
756.2 Mn shares traded during the month followed by Salam 
International and Dukhan Bank with 596.9 Mn and 476.9 
Mn shares traded, respectively. On the monthly value chart, 
Dukhan Bank topped with QAR 1.75 Bn worth of trades dur-
ing the month followed by QNB and the Masraf Al Rayan at 
QAR 1.66 Bn and QAR 991.6 Mn, respectively. In terms of 
sector contribution, the Banks and Financial Services sector 
led trading value during May- 2023, accounting for 43.3% 
of the total traded value, followed by Industrials sector at 
22.1% and the Consumer Goods & Services Sector at 15.8%.

In the Economic news, according to the minister of fi-
nance, Qatar has recorded a surplus of QAR 19 Bn (USD 5.2 
Bn) in Q1- 2023. The government intends to use this surplus 
to pay the public debt and support the reserves of the Qatar 
Central Bank. Non-oil sector grew by 6.7%, while the oil 
sector grew by 1.5% during the Q1-2023.

Bahrain Boursa
The Bahrain Bourse All Share Index recorded the biggest 

gain in the GCC during May-2023. The index was up for 
the second consecutive month with a growth of 3.1% during 
May-2023 to close the month at 1,963.51 points underlin-
ing its fourth monthly growth in the first five months of the 
year. In terms of sectoral performance, four out of the seven 
indices recorded gains during the month. The Communica-
tions Services index registered a 10.6% gain during May-
2023 to close the month at 2,576.8 points after Batelco’s 
shares gained 11.5% during the month. Batelco has recently 
signed partnerships with Bahrain’s Ministry of Telecom-
munications and Bahrain’s Public Transport Company to 
provide a new channel for recharging Go cards, enabling 
its Prepaid and Lucky customers to top-up their cards via 
SMS messages. The Materials index, which only has one 
constituent company (Aluminum Bahrain), followed with a 
gain of 6.7% during May-2023. The gain in shares of Alba 
came after the company has recently been strengthening its 
ties with Egypt’s Aluminum sector. The Financials Index 
was the third biggest gainer among the indices registering 
1.9% gain during May-2023 to close the month at 6,970.1 
points mainly due to the performance of companies such as 
Esterad Investment Company and Al Salam Bank Bahrain 
which posted monthly share price gains of 16.8% and 9.1%, 
respectively.

In terms of share price performance, according to Bloom-
berg data, Nass Corp topped the list of gainers with 38.9% 
share price gain during the month followed by Esterad In-
vestments and Bahrain Telecommunications Company with 
gains of 16.8% and 11.5%, respectively. Esterad Invest-
ments reported Q1-2023 net profits of BHD 0.36 Mn (USD 
0.96 Mn) up 45% due to growth on its trading portfolio. On 
the decliners side, APM Terminals Bahrain topped the list 
recording 11% share price decline during the month fol-
lowed by Arab Banking Corp and Bahrain Flour Mills with 
share price declines of 7.7% and 6.4%, respectively.

Trading activity on the exchange increased during 
May-2023 recovering from a decline during April-2023. 
Total volume traded on the exchange rose 35.1% to 79.2 
Mn as compared to 58.7 Mn in April-2023. Moreover, 
total value traded on the exchange witnessed a surge of 
148.0% to reach BHD 29.7 Mn in May-2023 as com-
pared to BHD 12.0 Mn during April-2023. Al Salam 
Bank-Bahrain topped the monthly volumes chart with 
31.2 Mn traded shares followed by Aluminum Bahrain 
and GFH Financial Group at 14.2 Mn and 9.6 Mn shares, 
respectively. On the monthly value traded chart, Alumi-
num Bahrain topped this list with BHD 15.1 Mn worth of 
shares changing hands during the month followed by Al 
Salam Bank Bahrain and Kuwait Finance House - Bahrain 
which witnessed BHD 4.3 Mn and BHD 3.5 Mn values of 
their monthly shares traded, respectively.

In market news, Fitch Ratings affirmed Beyon’s (Batelco) 
long-term issuer default rating (IDR) at B+’ with stable out-
look, reflecting Bahrain’s sovereign rating which currently 
stands at (B+/Stable) due to the over three-quarters of the 
company being owned by the Bahraini government. More-
over, in terms of the general Bahrain economy a recent busi-
ness confidence survey has shown that most investors are 
optimistic about the Kingdoms economy. Around 94% of 
Business Confidence Environment Survey takers have re-
sponded positively, expressing stability in Bahrain’s invest-
ment climate during Q1-2023.

Muscat Securities Market
The MSX 30 index witnessed a monthly decline of 1.9% 

during May-2023 to close the month at 4,626.4 points re-
cording its second consecutive monthly fall. In terms of 
sector performance, all the three sector indices recorded 
declines during May-2023. The Industrial Sector Index, 
which recorded the biggest monthly growth of 3.7% during 
April-2023, recorded the biggest monthly fall of 4.9% during 
May-2023 closing the month at 5,989.9 points. The decline 
was primarily driven by a small number of top decliners in-
cluding Al Hassan Engineering Company which witnessed 
a share price drop of 22.2% during May-2023 and Al An-
war Ceramic Tiles Company which recorded a 21.2% fall in 
share prices. Similarly, the Services Sector Index registered 
a 2.6% drop to close the month at 1,701.6 points while the 
Financial Index witnessed the smallest decline of 0.6% to 
close the month at 7,558.74 points. The fall in share prices 
in certain energy companies such as Sohar Power (-15%) 
and Voltamp Energy (-14.5%) has mainly contributed to the 
decline in Services Index during the month.

In terms of company performance, Al Mad ina Investment 
Holding Company topped the gainers list with a share price 
gain of 100% followed by Dhofar Cattle Feed and Muscat 
Gases Co with 20% and 13.2% monthly share gains, respec-
tively. On the decliner’s side, Al Batinah Hotels Co topped 
the monthly losers list with a share price drop of 77.1% fol-
lowed by Barka Water and Power and Oman Fisheries Com-
pany which recorded 74.5% and 23.1% share price declines 
during the month, respectively.

Trading activity on the exchange decreased during May-
2023 after witnessing growth for the previous two consecu-
tive months. Total volume of shares traded in the exchange 
fell 37.1% to 235.9 Mn shares as compared to 375.2 Mn in 
April-2023. Similarly, total value traded in the exchange de-
clined by 53.1% to OMR 53.6 Mn against OMR 114.5 Mn 
in April-2023. Oman Telecommunications Company topped 
the monthly value traded chart with trades at OMR 9.6 Mn 
followed by Bank Muscat and National Bank of Oman with 
total value traded at OMR 9.0 Mn and OMR 2.7 Mn, re-
spectively. In terms of monthly volume traded, Bank Muscat 
topped the table with 33.6 Mn shares followed by Al Anwar 
Investment and Phoenix Power Company with volumes at 
29.3 Mn shares and 10.7 Mn shares, respectively.

Meanwhile, during the month, news related to M&As in 
Oman featured in headlines. In the banking sector, Sohar In-
ternational Bank and HSBC Oman have started the process 
of merging after signing a binding agreement to undertake 
the necessary steps towards a merger by incorporation. The 
pending deal entails that after completing all the process, all 
the assets and liabilities of HSBC Oman will be transferred 
to Sohar International Bank and HSBC Oman will then be 
dissolved. In the investment sector, Dhofar International 
Development and Investment has approved its merger with 
Oman Investment and Finance company by way of share 
swap ratio.

In terms of economic news, the Sultanate recently estab-
lished the Oman Future Fund with capital of OMR 2 Bn 
(USD 5.2 Bn) to enhance and encourage economic activ-
ity. The Fund will also accelerate and finance public-private 
feasible partnerships to achieve diversification targets set for 
the Oman Vision 2040.

INVESTMENT STRATEGY & RESEARCH

KAMCO INVEST
GCC Markets Monthly Report May 2023



Forecasting, monitoring and KI - Swarm intelligence for the energy transition at EM-Power Europe

With millions of solar installations, 
wallboxes and heat pumps, home 
storage systems and car bat-
teries that will someday be able 
to feed electricity back into the 
grid, today’s utility grid system is 
already so complex that utilities 
and grid operators would be lost 
without their digitalized systems. 
The more they know about when, 
where and how much electricity is 
being produced, fed into the grid 
and demanded by consumers, the 

more precisely can they match 
their supply to the demand. This 
also makes it more profi table, as 
making up for shortages is ex-
pensive. When generation does 
not cover consumption within a 
balancing group, grid operators 
are forced to pay balancing costs. 
The more accurate the weather 
and yield forecasts for wind and 
solar power plants, the more suc-
cessful the companies will be. 
Individuals who want to optimize 

their self-consumption using bat-
teries or controllable consumers 
like e-cars or heat pumps also re-
quire forecasts to determine what 
the electricity should be used for. 
The same goes for the energy 
management of buildings.

At EM-Power Europe, the in-
ternational exhibition for energy 
management and integrated en-
ergy solutions, companies from 
all around the world present their 
digitalization concepts as well as 

innovative technologies and ser-
vices for the optimized grid of the 
future. “Machine learning and AI 
play a crucial role in the irradia-
tion forecast,” Jan Remund, Head 
of the Department for Energy 
and Climate at Meteotest AG, a 
Swiss weather forecast provider, 
explains. The company is able 
to predict cloud movements by 
combining physical models with 
self-learning algorithms based on 
satellite images. “The accuracy for 

the next few hours is quite high. 
The longer the time span, the less 
accurate the forecasts are,” says 
Remund. His company collects 
irradiation and temperature data 
and uses it to make analyses, 
profi les and forecasts that can be 
integrated into the respective PV 
monitoring or control software. 
Companies can use the weather 
forecasts as a basis for calculat-
ing solar irradiation using dedi-
cated software, or they can buy 

such calculations. Grid operators 
rely on irradiation forecasts to bal-
ance the grid’s feed-in and feed-
out based on the production and 
demand forecasts.

Meteocontrol, a monitoring and 
forecast specialist company from 
the South of Germany makes 
yield calculations based on the 
data of different weather forecast 
providers. The company also in-
vestigates how aerosols like ash 
or sand affect cloud formation.
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Markaz: Kuwait’s non-oil sector is  
expected to grow by 4.4% in 2023

GCC markets negative in May mainly due to short-term volatility

KUWAIT CITY, June 5: Kuwait Financial Centre 
“Markaz” recently released its Monthly Market Review 
report for the month of May 2023. Kuwait’s All Share 
Index declined in May, posting a monthly loss of 4.8%. 
Among Boursa Kuwait’s sectoral indices, Telecom and 
Banking sector lost 6.7% and 6.0% respectively for the 
month. Among Premier Market stocks, Mezzan Hold-
ing and Ali Alghanim Sons saw the biggest gains for the 
month, up by 12.4% and 7.7% respectively, on account 
of stronger earnings growth in Q1 2023. National Invest-
ments Co. fell the most for the month, down by 23.4%.

Kuwait consumer price inflation (CPI) rose by 3.7% y-o-y in April, the same 

pace as in the previous month and 0.2% m-o-m primarily driven by food and 
clothing prices. Food inflation climbed to a nine-month high of 7.7% y-o-y. 
The World Bank expects Kuwait’s economic growth to slow to 1.3% in 2023, 
down from 7.3% in 2022. The decline in oil and gas revenues and the slow-
down in global economic activity are the main reasons for the fall in Kuwait’s 
growth forecast. Kuwait’s non-oil sector is expected to grow by 4.4% in 2023. 
On the positive side for the economy, the World Bank also expects Kuwait’s 
inflation to decrease to 2.6% in 2023 and the current account surplus to reach 
22% of GDP, compared to 26% in 2022.

Regionally, GCC markets were negative in May, with the S&P GCC composite in-
dex down 3.1% for the month. The decline was driven by the fall in oil prices , which 
weighed on investor sentiment. All equity indices, except Dubai and Bahrain, were 
negative for the month. Bahrain market rose 3.1% in the month, due to strong Q1 2023 
corporate earnings and the positive sentiment surrounding the upcoming listing of 
Mumtalakat Holding Company. The listing, scheduled for the second half of 2023, is 

expected to attract foreign investors to the Bahraini stock market. Dubai market mildly 
gained 0.9% for the month, majorly driven by blue-chip stocks. Saudi markets wit-
nessed a 2.6% monthly decline, primarily due to losses in the energy and banking sector 
stocks. Qatar National Bank and Emaar Properties were the top gainers among GCC 
blue chips, rising 4.6% and 3.7% for the month respectively.

The World Bank’s Gulf Economic Update report has projected the GCC economies 
to experience slower growth in 2023 due to lower oil and gas earnings, and a global 
economic slowdown. The GCC region’s economic growth is projected at 2.5% in 2023 
and 3.2% in 2024. Qatar confi rmed that the state’s general budget recorded a surplus 
of QR19 billion (USD5.2 billion) in Q1 2023. The surplus will be utilized for purposes 
such as paying public debt, supporting the reserves of the Qatar Central Bank, and 
strengthening the assets of the Qatar Investment Authority. The International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) predicts that Qatar’s medium-term growth will rise to around 4-4.5% after 
the expansion of the North Field boosts LNG production. Moody’s Investors Service 
has upgraded Oman’s ratings and maintained a positive outlook based on improve-
ments in the country’s fi scal surplus and spending restraint.

Rooftops on private houses are covered by solar panels to produce renew-
able electricity in Duelmen, Germany, Tuesday, May 3, 2022. The world is 
set to add a record amount of renewable electricity capacity this year as 
governments and consumers seek to offset high energy prices and take 

advantage of a boom in solar power. (AP)

High fuel prices contribute

OpenAI boss is ‘heartened’ by talks with 
world leaders over will to contain AI risks

Renewable energy surges on,
driven by solar boom: report
BERLIN, June 5, (AP): The world is 
set to add a record amount of renew-
able electricity capacity this year as 
governments and consumers seek to 
offset high energy prices and take ad-
vantage of a boom in solar power, ac-
cording to a new report Thursday.

The International Energy Agency 
said high fossil fuel prices - resulting 
from Russia’s attack on Ukraine - and 
concerns about energy security had 
boosted the rollout of solar and wind 
power installations, which are expect-
ed to reach 440 gigawatts in 2023.

That’s about a third more than the 
world added the previous year, taking 
the global installed capacity to 4,500 
GW, roughly the combined total power 
output of the United States and China, 
the Paris-based agency said.

“The global energy crisis has 
shown renewables are critical for 
making energy supplies not just 
cleaner but also more secure and 
affordable,” said Fatih Birol, the 
IEA’s executive director.

“Governments are responding with 
efforts to deploy them faster,” he said. 
Recent incentives to install renewables 
introduced by the Biden administration 
are already driving a signifi cant uptake 
in the United States.

About two-thirds of this year’s in-
crease in renewable power capacity 
will come from photovoltaic, with both 
large-scale solar farms and consumer 
rooftop installations seeing signifi cant 
growth.

IEA said manufacturing capacity for 
PV components was also surging, es-

pecially in China.
Construction of new wind farms is 

predicted to rebound after a period of 
low growth. However, in contrast to 
solar manufacturing, the supply chains 
for wind turbines aren’t growing fast 
enough to meet demand, the agency 
said.

Birol also cautioned that power 
grids must be upgraded and expanded 
to cope with the intermittent nature of 
solar and wind power, which require a 
fundamentally different approach by 
network operators compared with ex-
isting coal, gas or nuclear plants.

The report forecast that several 
European countries, including Spain, 
Germany and Ireland, will see wind 
and solar’s combined share of their 
overall annual electricity generation 
top 40% by 2024. 

Shifting the global economy away 
from fossil fuels is one of the most im-
portant steps for reducing greenhouse 
gas emissions that cause global warm-
ing.

Experts say that to meet the Paris 
climate accord’s goal of limiting tem-
perature rise since pre-industrial times 
to 1.5 degrees Celsius (2.7 Fahrenheit), 
emissions need to be halved by 2030 
and cut to “net zero” by mid-century.

The International Renewable Ener-
gy Agency, a separate body, has called 
for a major increase in wind and solar 
investments. Nations are expected to 
discuss setting an international target 
for the rollout of renewable energy 
at this year’s U.N. climate summit in 
Dubai.

TEL AVIV, Israel, June 5, (AP): OpenAI 
CEO Sam Altman said Monday he was 
encouraged by a desire shown by world 
leaders to contain any risks posed by the 
artifi cial intelligence technology his com-
pany and others are developing.

Altman visited Tel Aviv, a tech 
powerhouse, as part of a world tour 
that has so far taken him to several Eu-
ropean capitals. Altman’s tour is meant 
to promote his company, the maker of 
ChatGPT - the popular AI chatbox - 
which has unleashed a frenzy around 
the globe.

“I am very heartened as I’ve been do-
ing this trip around the world, getting to 
meet world leaders,” Altman said during 
a visit with Israel’s ceremonial President 
Isaac Herzog. Altman said his discus-
sions showed “the thoughtfulness” and 
“urgency” among world leaders over 
how to fi gure out how to “mitigate these 
very huge risks.”

The world tour comes after hun-
dreds of scientists and tech industry 
leaders, including high-level execu-
tives at Microsoft and Google, issued a 
warning about the perils that artifi cial 

intelligence poses to humankind. Alt-
man was also a signatory.

Worries about artifi cial intelligence 
systems outsmarting humans and running 
wild have intensifi ed with the rise of a new 
generation of highly capable AI chatbots. 
Countries around the world are scram-
bling to come up with regulations for the 
developing technology, with the European 
Union blazing the trail with its AI Act ex-
pected to be approved later this year.

“With the great opportunities of this 
incredible technology, there are also 
many risks to humanity and to the in-
dependence of human beings in the fu-
ture,” Herzog told Altman. “We have 
to make sure that this development is 
used for the wellness of humanity.”

Israel has emerged in recent years as 
a tech leader, with the industry produc-
ing some noteworthy technology used 
across the globe. 

Among its more controversial exports 
has been Pegasus, a powerful and sophis-
ticated spyware product by the Israeli 
company NSO, which critics say has 
been used by authoritarian countries to 
spy on activists and dissidents.

Investors see hot gold in them

AI chips are hot – here’s what they are
SAN FRANCISCO, June 5, 
(AP): The hottest thing in 
technology is an unprepos-
sessing sliver of silicon close-
ly related to the chips that 
power video game graphics. 
It’s an artificial intelligence 
chip, designed specifically to 
make building AI systems 
such as ChatGPT faster and 
cheaper.

Such chips have suddenly taken 
center stage in what some experts 
consider an AI revolution that 
could reshape the technology sec-
tor - and possibly the world along 
with it. Shares of Nvidia, the lead-
ing designer of AI chips, rocketed 
up almost 25% last Thursday after 
the company forecast a huge jump 
in revenue that analysts said indi-
cated soaring sales of its products. 
The company was briefly worth 
more than $1 trillion on Tuesday.

So what are ai chips, anyway?
That isn’t an easy question to an-

swer. “There really isn’t a completely 
agreed upon defi nition of AI chips,” 
said Hannah Dohmen, a research ana-
lyst with the Center for Security and 
Emerging Technology.

In general, though, the term encom-
passes computing hardware that’s spe-
cialized to handle AI workloads - for 
instance, by “training” AI systems 
to tackle diffi cult problems that can 
choke conventional computers. 

Video game origins
Three entrepreneurs founded Nvid-

ia in 1993 to push the boundaries of 
computational graphics. Within a few 
years, the company had developed a 
new chip called a graphics processing 
unit, or GPU, which dramatically sped 
up both development and play of video 
games by performing multiple com-
plex graphics calculations at once. 

That technique, known formally as 
parallel processing, would prove key 
to the development of both games and 
AI. Two graduate students at the Uni-
versity of Toronto used a GPU-based 
neural network to win a prestigious 
2012 AI competition called ImageNet 
by identifying photo images at much 
lower error rates than competitors. 

The win kick-started interest in AI-
related parallel processing, opening a 
new business opportunity for Nvidia 
and its rivals while providing research-
ers powerful tools for exploring the 
frontiers of AI development.

Modern AI chips
Eleven years later, Nvidia is the domi-

nant supplier of chips for building and 
updating AI systems. One of its recent 
products, the H100 GPU, packs in 80 bil-
lion transistors - about 13 million more 
than Apple’s latest high-end processor 
for its MacBook Pro laptop. Unsurpris-
ingly, this technology isn’t cheap; at one 
online retailer, the H100 lists for $30,000. 

Nvidia doesn’t fabricate these 
complex GPU chips itself, a task that 
would require enormous investments 
in new factories. Instead it relies on 
Asian chip foundries such as Taiwan 
Semiconductor Manufacturing Co. and 
Korea’s Samsung Electronics.

Some of the biggest customers for AI 
chips are cloud-computing services such 
as those run by Amazon and Microsoft. 
By renting out their AI computing power, 
those services make it possible for small-
er companies and groups that couldn’t af-
ford to build their own AI systems from 
scratch to use cloud-based tools to help 
with tasks that can range from drug dis-
covery to customer management.

Other uses and competition
Parallel processing has many uses 

outside of AI. A few years ago, for in-
stance, Nvidia graphics cards were in 

This photo provided by the chipmaker Nvidia shows the company’s HGX H100 module, which can use as many as 
eight AI chips to train artificial intelligence systems and perform other tasks. Such AI chips are tiny slivers of silicon 
designed to simplify and speed up the development of artificial intelligence systems such as ChatGPT, making 

them one of the hottest items in technology. (AP)

The Conversation

Fears of Chinese infl uence behind power surge

The Conversation is an independent and nonprofit 
source of news, analysis and commentary from aca-
demic experts.

❑     ❑     ❑

A Chinese private equity firm, Primavera Capital Group, 
acquired the well-known test preparation company 

Princeton Review and an online learning platform, Tutor.
com, in May 2023. 

The move, like other Chinese investments in tech and 
those that deal with personal information, is increasingly 
drawing the attention of politicians, the U.S. government 
and national security experts - especially as tensions rise be-
tween the U.S. and China.

What remains unclear, however, is if this seemingly rou-
tine business acquisition was reviewed by the Committee 
on Foreign Investment in the U.S., which has authority to 
examine transactions involving foreign investment. The 
committee is largely prohibited from publicly disclosing any 
information fi led with it, including if it is reviewing a trans-
action or if one was referred for review. 

While the committee is hardly a household name, its mis-
sion and expanding oversight have important implications 
for the U.S. economy and national security. 

The Committee on Foreign Investment, a U.S. govern-
ment interagency committee established in 1975 by Presi-
dent Gerald Ford, is tasked with studying and coordinat-
ing the implementation of policy on foreign investment in 
America.

Investment by foreign countries greatly benefi ts the U.S., 
supporting 10.1% of the total labor force in 2019. Yet be-
ginning in the 1980s, the federal government grew increas-
ingly concerned about potentially harmful effects of foreign 
investment in the U.S. For example, if a foreign fi rm gets 
control of sensitive technologies, it could hurt national com-
petitive advantages or even threaten national security.

The primary objective of the committee is to review se-
lected foreign investments and some real estate transactions 
by foreigners in the U.S. for their national security implica-
tions. Real estate transactions are generally scrutinized only 
when a transaction involves land that is either close to a mili-
tary base or near an airport or seaport. 

In the 1980s, political concern grew about Japanese in-
vestment and, specifi cally, the proposed purchase by Japa-
nese computer giant Fujitsu of chipmaker Fairchild Semi-
conductor. The purchase of Fairfi eld Semiconductor was 
considered a sensitive industry, with potential defense ap-
plications, and prompted Congress in 1988 to pass the Exon-
Florio amendment to the Defense Production Act of 1950. 

This amendment empowered the committee to not just 
review foreign investment deals but also to recommend re-
jecting them. Acting on its recommendation, a U.S. presi-
dent could block a foreign transaction on “national secu-
rity” grounds. For instance, in 1990, President George H. 
W. Bush voided the sale of MAMCO Manufacturing, which 
made metal parts for airplanes, to a Chinese agency, order-
ing the China National Aero-Technology Import & Export 
Corporation to divest itself of the Seattle-based company. 

In the context of a committee review, the term national 
security typically refers to foreign transactions that could 
cause signifi cant outsourcing of jobs, a loss of control over 
agricultural supply chains, the sharing of sensitive technolo-
gies, control of a fi rm that satisfi es defense needs, or the im-
pairment of critical infrastructure.

In 2006, Dubai Ports World, owned by the United Arab 
Emirates government, was about to gain managerial control 
of six U.S. ports in a major deal. Because of terrorism-relat-
ed concerns, Sen. Chuck Schumer led a campaign against 
this proposal and the transaction was eventually called off, 
even though it had initially been approved by both the com-
mittee and President George W. Bush.

short supply because cryptocurrency 
miners, who set up banks of computers 
to solve thorny mathematical problems 
for bitcoin rewards, had snapped up 
most of them. That problem faded as 
the cryptocurrency market collapsed in 

early 2022.
Analysts say Nvidia will inevitably 

face tougher competition. One poten-
tial rival is Advanced Micro Devices, 
which already faces off with Nvidia 
in the market for computer graphics 

chips. AMD has recently taken steps to 
bolster its own lineup of AI chips.

Nvidia is based in Santa Clara, 
California. Co-founder Jensen Huang 
remains the company’s president and 
chief executive.

Committee on Foreign Investment 
in the US has grown more powerful

By Amitrajeet A. Batabyal
Rochester Institute of Technology
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Ahmed M. 
Almutawa, Area 
Manager Retail 
Banking Group.

Warba announces Sunbula weekly draw winners

Warba Bank - the best bank in banking servic-
es for the corporate and investment sector and 
banking services for the investment sectors in 
Kuwait - announced the winners of the weekly 
Sunbula draw. The Bank will continue to make 
conduct weekly draws for 10 winners for the Sun-
bula account in the presence of a representative 
of the Ministry of Commerce and Industry and 
Warba Bank employees.

As for the lucky customers for the weekly Sunbula 
draw, 10 winners were chosen from Warba Bank’s 
customers, each of whom received 1,000 Kuwaiti 
dinars. The Winners are:are Mr. Waleed Hussein 

Ali Al-Ansari, Mr. Salah Abdul-Wahhab Ali Najm, 
Mr. Muhammad Misfer Shamrukh Al-Otaibi, Mr. 
Bader Nasser Ahmed Al-Omran, Ms. Dalal Khalid 
Kreidi Al-Dosari, Mr. AbdulRahman Taha Al-Ansari, 
Ms. Zainab Mufaddal Ramburwala, And Mr. Fawaz 
Salem Homoud Al Saqran, Mr. Nama Abdullah bin 
Ahmed Al Nama, and Mr. Mishaal Abdullah Al Ajmi.

Meanwhile, the Sunbula account is the perfect 
choice for all those who wish to save money and 
achieve great fi nancial returns on their balances 
at the same time; in addition to multiple oppor-
tunities to win cash prizes throughout the year.

With regards to the conditions for winning the 

Sunbula, Mr. Ahmed M. Almutawa, Area Manager 
Retail Banking Group states: “Only 100 KD is re-
quired to enter the weekly Sunbula draws and other 
major draws, whereby the customer still gets one 
chance per every 10 KD in the account, and the 
chances are calculated according to the lowest bal-
ance in the account during a month. Therefore, a 
full month must have passed in the account to qual-
ify for the weekly draw, and two full months for the 
major draws to calculate the opportunities. There 
are no restrictions or limits for withdrawal and de-
posit, the higher the deposited amount, the greater 
the customer’s chances of winning”.

Get Kaspersky® Safe Kids for 3 months free from Zain app

Zain offers latest parental control tools to protect children online
KUWAIT CITY, June 5: Zain re-
cently celebrated International Chil-
dren’s Day by announcing a new 
partnership with Kaspersky® Safe 
Kids to offer 3 months FREE when 
subscribing to the service from the 
Zain app. Kaspersky® Safe Kids 
brings the latest parental control 
tools to protect children online via a 
bundle of unique features that allow 
parents to monitor and control their 
kids’ online usage on their smart de-
vices to shield them from harmful 
and inappropriate content.  

This step stems from Zain’s tire-
less efforts to bring a safe and secure 
online experience for everyone, espe-

cially children, who continuously face 
the danger of being exposed to harm-
ful and inappropriate content online. 
With this service, parents can enjoy 
peace of mind by having the ability to 
easily monitor and control their chil-
dren’s digital experience at any time 
and place. 

Kaspersky® Safe Kids offers three 
main safeguards: monitoring and 
regulating children’s online activi-
ties, limiting screen time, and setting 
boundaries to protect them from 
harmful content and interactions. The 
service is available via two dedicated 
apps, one for parents and another for 
children, and both apps fully support 

English and Arabic interfaces. The 
apps are available on all popular op-
erating systems for smartphones, tab-
lets, and computers. 

 Monitoring
The service’s top features include 

a precise and real-time child loca-
tor on the map, device use controls, 
application controls, online content 
filtering, calls and SMS monitor-
ing, battery level tracker, screen 
time management, safe search in 
YouTube, and much more. Parents 
can easily control all these tools and 
more as they see fit. 

Parental control apps and solutions 

have become increasingly necessary 
in today’s digital age due to the grow-
ing prevalence of internet connected 
devices and online platforms that ex-
pose children to potential risks such as 
cyberbullying, online predators, and 
explicit content. The COVID-19 pan-
demic has also led to increased remote 
learning and screen time, making pa-
rental control apps even more impor-
tant for maintaining healthy technol-
ogy habits and safeguarding children 
from online risks. 

As parents cannot always be 
physically present to supervise their 
children’s internet use, parental con-
trol apps provide an important layer 

of protection and guidance to help 
children navigate the digital world 
safely and responsibly. For this, 
Zain was keen on partnering with 
Kaspersky, one of the world’s big-
gest and most renowned cybersecu-
rity companies.  

Zain continues to stay ahead of the 
digital curve, offering the latest in-
novative technologies and services 
to customers. Representing Kuwait’s 
biggest family of subscribers, the 
company is always committed to 
meeting customer expectations and 
serving their aspirations to provide 
the best and safest digital lifestyle ex-
perience.Get 3 months on us – Kaspersky

A photo from the event.

Representatives of Burgan Bank and Al Ahmadi Governorate.

Co supports environment protection initiatives and projects

Boursa Kwt joins fi ght against plastic
pollution on World Environment Day
KUWAIT CITY, June 5: Boursa Ku-
wait joined the fi ght to beat plastic 
pollution on World Environment Day 
2023, reiterating its commitment to 
being a responsible and sustainable 
company that enters into strategic part-
nerships to support environment pro-
tecting initiatives and projects. The 
Kuwaiti stock exchange partnered 
with the United Nations Development 
Programme, the Regional Offi ce for 
West Asia for the UN Environment 
Programme (UNEP), the Environmen-
tal Voluntary Foundation (EVF), and 
Omniya Collection System to remind 
the global society of the importance of 
people’s actions to curb plastic pollu-
tion. This year’s World Environment 
Day also celebrates the steps govern-
ments and businesses are taking to 
tackle plastic pollution and transition 
to a circular economy. 

The celebration of World Environ-
ment Day comes in line with Boursa 
Kuwait’s Corporate Sustainability 
(CS) strategy, which aims at creating 
long-term economic, social and en-
vironmental value for the company’s 
stakeholders. A fundamental com-
ponent of its overarching business 
strategy, the CS strategy informs and 
inspires Boursa Kuwait’s efforts to 
contribute to the sustainable devel-
opment of the community in which 
it operates and is in line with Goal 
13 – Climate Action – and Goal 17 
– Partnership for the Goals - of the 
UN’s Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs). 

Mr. Naser M. Al-Sanousi, Senior 
Director of Marketing and Communi-
cation at Boursa Kuwait, commented 
on this occasion, saying: “As we com-
memorate World Environment Day, 
Boursa Kuwait proudly joins hands 
with our esteemed partners who share 
our vision for a sustainable future. To-
day, we come together to relay a mes-
sage that symbolizes our collective 
commitment to protecting the environ-
ment through the adoption and promo-
tion of sustainable living and business 
practices.” 

 Resolve
“Our Corporate Sustainability strat-

egy guides our approach to sustainabil-
ity, and we are steadfast in our resolve 
to strive to create lasting change in 
our community and build a greener, 
healthier planet for generations to 
come. We pledge to help address plas-
tic pollution and its detrimental impact 
on the environment together with our 
partners, and we are committed to 
working toward fostering a circular 
economy by supporting eco-friendly 
initiatives, promoting responsible con-
sumption and reducing single-use plas-
tics,” added Mr. Al-Sanousi.

Ms. Hideko Hadzialic, UNDP Resi-
dent Representative said: “As we are 
celebrating World Environment Day 
2023, marking its 50th anniversary 
under the theme #BeatPlasticPollu-
tion, let us work together on practical 
actions to fi ght the harmful effects of 
plastic pollution before it’s too late. 
Plastic pollution has far-reaching im-
pacts on nature, people’s health and 
wellbeing, the climate as well as ag-
riculture and the economy. Communi-
ties worldwide are realizing the serious 
consequences of plastic pollution and 
recognizing the urgent need for every-
one to come together and take action.”

Boursa Kuwait also took this oppor-
tunity to reinforce its partnership with 
the EVF and the Kuwait Dive Team in 
association with the UNEP, supporting 
the Dive Team’s efforts for the pres-
ervation of Kuwait’s marine environ-
ment and continuing their support of 
the Dive Team’s initiatives. 

Speaking on behalf of UNEP, Mr. 
Sami Dimassi, UNEP Director and 
Regional Representative, West Asia 
Region said, “It is very important to 
shed light on the partnerships between 
the private sector and the non-govern-
mental organizations, especially when 
it comes to the environment and its 
preservation. We are grateful for our 
long-standing relationship with Boursa 

Naser M. Al-Sanousi

Kuwait Dive Team

Hideko Hadzialic Sami Dimassi

Sanaa Al-Ghemlas

Event empowers people with special needs

ABK participates in PADA annual career fair
KUWAIT CITY, June 5: Al Ahli Bank 
of Kuwait (ABK) recently announced 
its participation in the Public Authority 
for Disability Affairs’ (PADA) fourth 
annual career fair. The event aimed 
to empower people with disabilities 
and provide them with opportunities 
to work in the banking sector, thereby 
promoting their integration into soci-
ety.

Throughout the career fair, ABK 
employees engaged with job seekers, 
discussed available opportunities, 
and provided them with information 
about the Bank’s recruitment pro-
cess. 

Afrah Al Arbash, General Manager 
of Human Resources at ABK, high-
lighted the Bank’s commitment to sup-
porting the empowerment of people 
with disabilities. She stated, “At ABK, 
we believe in providing equal employ-
ment opportunities to all individuals, 
including those with disabilities. We 
are proud to participate in this career 
fair organized by PADA, which aligns 

with our commitment to promoting 
diversity and inclusion in the work-
place.”

The career fair offered a platform 
for people with disabilities to explore 
career opportunities, gain exposure to 

different compa-
nies and sectors, 
and interact with 
potential employ-
ers. The event 
aimed to raise 
awareness about 
their capabilities, 
dispel stereotypes, 
and encourage so-
ciety to recognize 
their skills and po-
tential.

The Bank’s 
participation in this career fair aligns 
with its commitment to promoting 
social and economic empowerment 
for people with disabilities. By pro-
viding equal employment opportuni-
ties, ABK aims to promote a more 

equitable and just society and con-
tribute to building a diverse and in-
clusive Kuwait.

Al Arbash said, “We fully support 
PADA’s mutual goal of supporting 
special needs individuals. Our partici-
pation in this event is a testament to 
our dedication pertaining to this cause 
and commitment to breaking societal 
barriers.”

Since its establishment in 1967, 
ABK has progressed to become one 
of the leading Kuwaiti banks in the 
region that is today known for offer-
ing a simpler banking experience. The 
Bank offers personal, corporate, and 
private banking of which includes a 
wide array of products and services. 
ABK also provides a broad range of 
local, regional, and global investment 
solutions and services through its sub-
sidiary, ABK Capital. Enjoying equal 
stability and strength, the Bank also of-
fers the convenience of banking across 
the region, servicing other markets in 
Egypt and the UAE.

Kuwait and the Kuwait Dive Team, 
who have set a tremendous precedent 
for other organizations with their ef-
forts to preserve Kuwait’s marine en-
vironment.” 

Dr. Dari Al-Huwail, the Kuwait 
Dive Team’s International Relations 
Offi cer, hailed Boursa Kuwait’s sup-
port of the Team and the Environ-
mental Voluntary Foundation, saying, 
“We’re happy, proud and appreciative 
of the generous support from Boursa 
Kuwait and the United Nations Envi-
ronment Programme for our efforts to 
lift harmful debris from Kuwait’s Bay 
and the surrounding beaches. Since 
2009, we have successfully lifted 
over 2000 tons of hazardous waste, of 
which 300 tons were plastic. Addition-
ally, we have found that over half of 
the waste lifted in the past couple of 
years has been plastic. Let’s join to-
gether on World Environment Day and 
beat plastic pollution.” 

Boursa Kuwait also announced a 
partnership with Omniya Collection 
System to recycle plastic and sup-
port plastic recycling initiatives. A 
non-profi t Kuwaiti company, Omniya 
Collection System is on a mission to 

make the country clean by spreading 
environmental awareness and separat-
ing plastic waste from the source for 
recycling and preventing it from reach-
ing landfi lls or the sea. 

Rewards
Boursa Kuwait became the fi rst 

recipient of Omniya’s “Blue Bottle” 
certifi cate, which rewards companies 
for their efforts to recycle plastic and 
promote a circular economy. This pro-
active approach aims to substantially 
reduce the stock exchange’s environ-
mental impact and contributes to the 
foundation of a sustainable future for 
Kuwait. 

Speaking on behalf of Omniya 
Collection System, Chief Executive 
Offi cer Ms. Sanaa Al-Ghemlas said, 
“On World Environment Day, I am 
humbled to partner with Boursa Ku-
wait, the fi rst recipient of our “Blue 
Bottle” certifi cate. Omniya is a non-
profi t company fully supported by the 
private sector, and I look forward to 
welcoming more companies from that 
sector to help us give Kuwait a sustain-
able future.” 

Boursa Kuwait’s Corporate Sus-

tainability strategy stipulates ensur-
ing initiatives apply and fall in line 
with the company’s corporate social 
responsibility (CSR), industry best 
practice standards and investor expec-
tations. With the two pillars of Com-
munity, and Environment, the strategy 
provides the foundation for creating 
strong and sustainable partnerships 
that ultimately achieve success and 
allows Boursa Kuwait to leverage the 
capabilities and strengths of other or-
ganizations specializing in different 
fi elds and integrate sustainability ef-
forts with the company culture. 

As part of the ‘Environment’ pil-
lar of the CS strategy, Boursa Kuwait 
has launched several green initiatives. 
In association with UNEP’s Regional 
Offi ce for West Asia, EVF, and the 
Kuwait Dive Team, Boursa Kuwait 
has sponsored a national campaign to 
remove hazardous waste from Kuwait 
Bay. The company also began a major 
initiative to renovate its buildings and 
facilities, which contributed to saving 
energy and water, thereby reducing its 
carbon footprint. It has also partnered 
with EnviroServe, the fi rst electronics 
recycling company in Kuwait.

Al Arbash

Istanbul hosts aviation leaders

KA ‘participates’ in World Air
Transport summit, IATA AGM

Burgan renews its partnership
with Al Ahmadi Governorate

KUWAIT CITY, June 5: Kuwait 
Airways Chairman, Captain Ali 
Al-Dukhan and his accompanying del-
egation participated in the activities of 
the World Air Transport Summit and 
the 79th Annual General Meeting of 
the International Air Transport 
Association (IATA) held in the city of 
Istanbul, at the largest gathering of 
aviation industry leaders around the 
world from 4-6 June 2023.

On the sidelines of the event, Kuwait 
Airways Chairman, Captain Ali 
Al-Dukhan stated, “We are pleased to 
participate in the World Air Transport 
Summit, which coincides with the 
Annual General Meeting of the 
International Air Transport Association 
(IATA) in its 79th session, and held in 
Istanbul, strengthening relations between 
other airlines at the largest gathering of 
aviation industry leaders and experts 
around the world.”

Al-Dukhan added, “This annual 
event attracts senior industry leaders, 
with more than 300 international air-
lines are members of the International 

Air Transport Association. This is in 
addition to the presence of strategic 
partners and aircraft manufacturers, as 
well as representatives of international 
and regional organizations and author-
ities specialized in the field of avia-
tion. Our participation comes within 
the framework of exchanging under-
standing and being acquainted with 
latest features and advancements pres-
ent in the global aviation sector.”

Al-Dukhan concluded by saying 
that topics of immense importance as 
well as significant developments relat-
ed to the air transport sector at the 
global level were discussed during the 
summit, in addition to important 
events and factors effecting airlines 
around the world at all levels, such as 
global fuel prices and their effects, 
ensuring cyber security in airlines to 
prevent data breach, issues relating to 
environmental sustainability, and the 
latest developments related to the tran-
sition of airlines to sustainable avia-
tion fuel to achieve net zero carbon 
emissions by the year 2050.

KUWAIT CITY, June 5: Burgan Bank 
recently announced the renewal of its 
long-standing partnership with the Al 
Ahmadi Governorate, continuing its 
year-long sponsorship of local com-
munity initiatives under the governor-
ate’s social campaign for the fourth 
year in a row. Extending the coopera-
tion aligns with the Bank’s commit-
ment to supporting community part-
ners and its comprehensive social 
responsibility program. 

As a national initiative designed to 
promote social and cultural develop-
ment in Al Ahmadi, Kuwait’s sec-
ond-largest governorate, the social 
campaign aims to realize a wide 
range of goals that will positively 
impact everyday social life through 
multi-faceted programs targeting all 
segments of society. 

Commenting on the renewed part-
nership, Mrs. Kholoud Rida AlFeeli, 
Group Head of Marketing and 
Communications at Burgan Bank, 
said: “We take pride in the leading 
social role the Bank has built over the 
years. We are also delighted to resume 
our collaboration with Al Ahmadi 
Governorate to keep creating socially 
rewarding experiences for society. The 
success and significant impact of the 
governorate’s campaign over the past 
few years, in terms of strengthening 

social ties and driving positive change, 
has given us further motivation to con-
tinue this longstanding relationship 
and make a difference in the lives of 
our community members.” 

As part of the joint action, Burgan 
Bank will be supporting numerous 
activities and initiatives that are in line 
with its social responsibility pillars, 
which reflect the Bank’s commitment 
to fostering education, sustainability, 
and environmental awareness. To this 
end, the Bank will sponsor the fourth 
edition of the Al Ahmadi Governorate’s 
blood donation campaign in June to 
continue advocating for increased pub-
lic health awareness. As for the month 
of October, the Bank will take part in 
the governorate’s tree planting activi-
ties at various Al Ahmadi schools, as 
part of its ambition to reduce the 
impact of climate change across 
Kuwait and bring school students clos-
er to nature. The Bank will also sup-
port the governorate’s sports events, 
such as next year’s Al Ahmadi 
Marathon, in continuation of its dedi-
cated efforts to bolster the sports sec-
tor in Kuwait. In addition, the Bank 
will actively support the “Let’s Be 
Aware” (Diraya) campaign through 
school visits to spread banking aware-
ness and promote financial culture 
among children of all ages. 
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Bruker introduces novel EVOQ™ DART-TQ+

At the 71st ASMS meeting, Bruker 
Corporation (Nasdaq: BRKR) high-
lights its commitment to develop 
novel technology and improved mass 
spec workfl ows for the applied mar-
kets requirements of robustness, 
ease-of-use, and highest confi dence 
in food/beverage, forensic/toxicology, 
industrial and environmental analysis.

Applied mass spectrometry is evolv-
ing to where customers require sim-
plifi ed, robust, cost-effective and en-
vironmentally sustainable workfl ows. 

In response, Bruker is introducing the 
unique triple-quad (TQ) mass spec-
trometer EVOQ DART-TQ+, a high-
performance workhorse that enables 
straightforward routine analysis from 
simplifi ed tuning and method develop-
ment through data analysis and report 
generation for improved effi ciency 
and productivity. Featuring the fi rst 
and only fully integrated DART™ (Di-
rect Analysis in Real Time) ionization 
source, the EVOQ DART-TQ+ elimi-
nates complex and time-consuming 

gas or liquid chromatography for many 
point-of-need routine workfl ows.

Bruker launches new impact™ 
II VIP high-resolution QTOF mass 
spectrometer with the novel VIP-HESI 
source, delivering ultimate sensitiv-
ity for comprehensive screening and 
quantitation tasks. Building on the 
proven reliability of the impact QTOF 
series, new technical innovations 
further enhance the sensitivity of the 
impact II VIP in Full-Sensitivity High-
Resolution mode with no compromise 

in high-performance mass resolution, 
sensitivity, and dynamic range.

Bruker implements the new Tar-
getScreener™ 4D which brings the 
power of TIMS (trapped ion mobil-
ity spectrometry) to analyte screening 
and quantitation. Backed by more than 
2,400 measured and predicted analyte 
CCS (collision cross section) values, 
TargetScreener 4D provides ultimate 
confi dence in highly selective LC-TIMS-
QTOF compound quantitation with 
even more reliable identifi cation. (AP)

EVOQ DART-
TQ+

‘Reigniting cancer moonshot’

Massive Bio joins CancerX to accelerate AI use in cancer care
NEW YORK, June 5: Massive Bio, a 
globally recognized leader in the on-
cology space, has announced its ap-
pointment as a founding member of 
CancerX, a groundbreaking initiative 
endorsed by The White House. This ap-
pointment situates Massive Bio at the 
forefront of a national public-private 
partnership aiming to revolutionize the 
fi ght against cancer. Spearheaded by 
the rejuvenated Cancer Moonshot ini-
tiative, CancerX is co-hosted by Mof-
fi tt Cancer Center and Digital Medi-
cine Society (DiMe), bringing together 
diverse stakeholders to foster greater 
equity and reduce fi nancial toxicity in 
cancer care and research.

As cancer continues to pose a sig-
nifi cant global challenge, Massive 
Bio stands committed to mitigating 
this scourge. Selin Kurnaz PhD, Co-
Founder, and CEO of Massive Bio 
echoed the fi rm’s unwavering dedica-
tion to connecting cancer patients with 
clinical trials, regardless of their loca-
tion or fi nancial circumstances. “Mas-
sive Bio is proud to be part of this 
transformative journey. Being chosen 
as a founding member of CancerX 
confi rms our dedication to advancing 
precision oncology and democratizing 
access to groundbreaking cancer treat-
ments. We aim to bridge the divide 
between cancer patients and the world 
of clinical trials, inspiring a movement 
that boosts clinical trial enrollment 
rates to 20% in the United States,” 
stated Dr. Kurnaz.

Dr. Arturo Loaiza-Bonilla, Co-
Founder, and Chief Medical Offi cer 
of Massive Bio emphasized the vital 
role of clinical trials in the quest for 
improved cancer treatments. He noted, 
“All therapeutic innovations in oncol-
ogy have emerged thanks to clinical 
trials. Yet, most patients don’t have 
access to them. We aim to change 
that.” Dr. Loaiza-Bonilla highlighted 
the fi rm’s commitment to provide all 
cancer patients with equal access to 
cutting-edge treatments and emerging 
clinical trials, irrespective of their lo-
cation or fi nancial capability.

 Deliberate
Santosh Mohan, Vice President, 

Digital, Moffi tt Cancer Center empha-
sized, CancerX is a collaborative plat-
form fostering innovation and collabo-
ration in the fi ght against cancer. He 
noted, “Beating cancer demands bold 
innovation and deliberate collabora-
tion. CancerX is creating a dynamic 
ecosystem where ideas can fl ourish, 
expertise and resources can be shared, 
and innovative solutions can be rapidly 
developed and equitably deployed in 
the fi ght against cancer. As a co-host, 
we take immense pride in the diverse 
and inclusive community of pioneers 
coming together as members, all driv-
en by a shared commitment to advanc-
ing the goals of the Cancer Moonshot. 
Together, we will advance the fron-
tiers of cancer research and treatment 
through digital innovation, while striv-
ing to reduce the incidence and burden 
of cancer for all people.”

Jennifer Goldsack, CEO of the Digi-
tal Medicine Society (DiMe) and co-
host of CancerX, expressed her excite-
ment about the new collaboration. She 
said, “I am thrilled to collaborate with 
Massive Bio in the CancerX initiative. 
In our digital age, it’s crucial that we 

leverage the power of AI and technol-
ogy to drive innovative solutions for 
cancer care. Our partnership will foster 
greater equity in clinical trial access, 
ultimately bringing us closer to our 
shared vision of personalized, patient-
centric healthcare.”

As a trailblazer in the application 
of artifi cial intelligence in oncology, 
Massive Bio’s involvement in Can-
cerX symbolizes a signifi cant leap 
towards combining the best resources 
from public and private sectors to ex-
pedite innovation in the fi ght against 
cancer. The alliance showcases the 
power of public-private partnerships 
in leveraging technology to advance 
precision oncology, clinical trials, and 
cancer research, thereby transform-
ing the future of oncology and setting 
a new precedent for the role of AI in 
combating cancer.

❑        ❑        ❑

Massive Bio, a leader in leveraging 
artifi cial intelligence and concierge 
services to empower cancer patients, 
is thrilled to announce a non-exclusive 
partnership with The Oncology Insti-
tute (TOI), a premier provider of cut-
ting-edge cancer care. This strategic 
alliance aims to redefi ne the landscape 
of cancer treatment by harnessing ad-
vanced AI technology and establish-
ing an extensive nationwide network. 
cancer care but will also empower 
patients with access to the most ad-
vanced precision medicine available. 
Our combined expertise will open new 
doors for patients, connecting them to 
potentially life-saving treatments and 
groundbreaking clinical trials.”

Clinical
Under this visionary collaboration, 

Massive Bio will support TOI with 
evaluating the eligibility of patients for 
TOI’s active clinical trial portfolio, uti-
lizing their cooperative business model 
driven by AI and precision medicine. 
By leveraging sophisticated algo-
rithms and comprehensive diagnostic 
information, Massive Bio will empow-
er patients and ordering physicians at 
TOI with clinical decision-support and 
clinical trial matching services.

Cristina Green, Vice President of 
Clinical Research, shared her enthu-
siasm for this partnership, stating, 
“This collaboration with Massive Bio 
complements our ability to connect pa-
tients with advanced cancer therapies 
and cutting-edge clinical trials. By lev-
eraging AI-driven precision medicine, 
we are confi dent that this partnership 
will accelerate breakthroughs in can-
cer research and deliver life-changing 
treatment options to our patients.”

“We are incredibly excited about 
joining forces with The Oncology In-
stitute,” said Selin Kurnaz, Ph.D., CEO 
of Massive Bio. “This partnership will 
not only revolutionize cancer care but 
will also empower patients with access 
to the most advanced precision medi-
cine available. Our combined expertise 
will open new doors for patients, con-
necting them to potentially life-saving 
treatments and groundbreaking clini-
cal trials.”

Furthermore, this collaboration will 
expand the scope of cancer research 
through Massive Bio’s recent Chat-
GPT-powered chatbots for oncology 
research release during ASCO 2023. 

‘Provide quality care to patients’

Abu Dhabi’s DoH, Eli Lilly collaborate for
clinical research, healthcare innovation
ABU DHABI, UAE, June 5: The 
Department of Health – Abu Dhabi 
(DoH), the regulator of the healthcare 
sector in the Emirate, signed a Decla-
ration of Collaboration with Eli Lilly, a 
global healthcare leader. As capital of 
the United Arab Emirates, this partner-
ship reinforces Abu Dhabi’s position 
as a leading destination for healthcare 
and life science by seeking to establish 
a framework for collaboration on clini-
cal research, real-world evidence and 
healthcare technology.

Witnessed by HE Mansoor Al Man-
soori, Chairman of the Department of 
Health – Abu Dhabi (DoH) and Leigh 
Ann Pusey, Executive Vice President, 
Corporate Affairs and Communica-
tions at Lilly, the Declaration of Col-
laboration was signed by Dr. Asma 
Al Mannaei, Executive Director of the 
Research and Innovation Center at the 
Department of Health – Abu Dhabi and 
Irina Zaporozhets, Vice President and 
General Manager Middle East at Lilly.

Dr. Asma Al Mannaei said: “Through 
international collaborations, Abu Dhabi 
seeks to lead research groups supported 
by global partners to explore the resil-
ience and sustainability of the health-
care sector worldwide, as well as pro-
vide quality care to patients. Under the 
directives of our wise leadership, Abu 
Dhabi is paving the way for the region’s 
transformative journey through innova-
tion, life science and valuable partner-
ships with global players in the fi eld. 
The Department of Health – Abu Dhabi 
(DoH) is proud to partner with Eli Lilly 
to further improve healthcare outcomes, 
while providing quality care and break-
through treatments to patients in Abu 
Dhabi and beyond.”

Both parties will drive clinical re-
search and life science activities in the 
Emirate with a focus on oncology, dia-
betes and neurological diseases, while 
leveraging Abu Dhabi’s evolving 
healthcare and life science infrastruc-
ture and capabilities.

Focus
Irina Zaporozhets said: “Our collab-

oration with the Department of Health 
– Abu Dhabi refl ects Lilly’s deep com-
mitment to expanding access to our 
medicines and promoting innovation 
to improve the effi ciency and effec-
tiveness of healthcare delivery.”

Led by DoH, an Abu Dhabi del-
egation is visiting the United States 
between June 1st, 2023 and June 8th, 
2023 to showcase the Emirate’s part-
nership opportunities and explore col-
laboration with leading organisations 
in research and development, manu-
facturing and health innovation.

The delegation’s mission will cul-
minate in Boston, coinciding with Abu 
Dhabi’s participation at BIO Interna-

Abu Dhabi DoH declaration of collaboration with Eli Lilly. 

Infection is challenging, debilitating disease

Seres, Nestlé announce US availability of
Vowst, fi rst FDA-approved drug for rCDI
CAMBRIDGE, Mass, June 5: Seres 
Therapeutics, Inc. (Nasdaq: MCRB) 
and Nestlé Health Science have an-
nounced that Vowst™ (fecal micro-
biota spores, live-brpk) is now com-
mercially available for patients. Vowst, 
formerly called SER-109, is the fi rst 
and only US Food and Drug Adminis-
tration (FDA)-approved orally admin-
istered microbiota-based therapeutic to 
prevent recurrence of infection (CDI) in 
adults following antibacterial treatment 
for recurrent CDI (rCDI). Vowst is not 
indicated for the treatment of CDI.

“At Nestlé Health Science, we are 
leveraging our strong existing infra-
structure, including our gastrointesti-
nal sales force and payer access team, 
to commercialize Vowst and provide 
this product to those who need it most,” 
said Greg Behar, Chief Executive Of-
fi cer, Nestlé Health Science. “Since 
the approval of Vowst, our teams have 
engaged with healthcare professionals 
and are committed to facilitating pa-
tient access.”

“As a treating physician, I am 
pleased to now have the ability to pre-
scribe Vowst, a 3-day oral regimen, to 

eligible patients in my practice,” said 
Carl Crawford M.D., Assistant Profes-
sor of Clinical Medicine at Weill Cor-
nell Medical College. “Recurrent C. 
diffi cile infection is a challenging and 
debilitating disease, and Vowst has po-
tential to make a meaningful impact to 
this patient community.”

Resources
Seres Therapeutics and Nestlé 

Health Science are committed to broad 
access for appropriate patients. The 
VowstVoyage Support Program of-
fers a range of resources and programs 
designed to help eligible patients pre-
scribed Vowst access and initiate treat-
ment. The program includes the Vowst 
Co-Pay Savings Program for eligible, 
commercially insured patients to help 
reduce their out-of-pocket costs.

Vowst is indicated to prevent the 
recurrence of Clostridioides diffi cile 
infection (CDI) in individuals 18 years 
of age and older following antibacteri-
al treatment for recurrent CDI (rCDI).

Recurrent C. diffi cile infection is a 
gastrointestinal infection caused by 
C. diffi cile bacteria. rCDI is linked to 

dysbiosis of the gastrointestinal micro-
biome and is associated with increased 
morbidity and mortality. CDI has been 
characterized as an Urgent Health 
Threat by the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC). rCDI 
results in a substantial burden on the 
healthcare system1 with the average 
rCDI-related annual costs per patient 
at approximately $43K.2

Seres Therapeutics, Inc. (Nasdaq: 
MCRB) is a commercial-stage com-
pany developing novel microbiome 
therapeutics for serious diseases. Seres’ 
lead program, Vowst™, obtained US 
FDA approval in April 2023 as the fi rst 
orally administered microbiota-based 
therapeutic to prevent recurrence of 
C. diffi cile infection (CDI) in adults 
following antibacterial treatment for 
recurrent CDI and is being commercial-
ized in collaboration with Nestlé Health 
Science. Seres is evaluating SER-155 
in a Phase 1b study in patients receiv-
ing allogeneic hematopoietic stem cell 
transplantation. The Company is also 
conducting research to inform further 
development of microbiome therapeu-
tics for ulcerative colitis. 

tional Convention 2023 to exhibit the 
Emirate’s growth and development of 
its biotechnology industry.

The DoH is the regulatory body of 
the healthcare sector at the Emirate of 
Abu Dhabi and ensures excellence in 

healthcare for the community by moni-
toring the health status of the population. 
DoH defi nes the strategy for the health 
system, monitors and analyses the health 
status of the population and performance 
of the system. In addition, DoH shapes 

the regulatory framework for the health 
system, inspects against regulations, 
enforce standards, and encourages adop-
tion of world-class best practices and 
performance targets by all healthcare 
service providers in the Emirate. 
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This image released by Universal Pictures shows Cillian Murphy in a scene from ‘Oppenheimer.’ (AP)

‘Deeply troubled’ by Duke of Sussex’s absence

Harry a no-show on fi rst day of court showdown with UK tabloids
LONDON, June 5, (AP): Prince Harry’s highly anticipated showdown 
against the publisher of the Daily Mirror kicked off Monday without 
him present in court - and the judge was not happy.

Harry’s lawyer said the Duke of Sussex would be unavailable to tes-
tify following opening statements because he’d taken a fl ight from Los 
Angeles after the birthday of his 2-year-old daughter, Lilibet, on Sunday. 

“I’m a little surprised,” Justice Timothy Fancourt said, noting he had 
directed Harry to be in court for the fi rst day of his case.

Mirror Group Newspaper’s lawyer, Andrew Green, said he was 
“deeply troubled” by Harry’s absence on the trial’s opening day.

The case against Mirror Group is the fi rst of the prince’s several law-
suits against the media to go to trial, and one of three alleging tabloid 
publishers unlawfully snooped on him in their cutthroat competition 
for scoops on the royal family.

Harry’s lawyer, David Sherborne, said phone hacking and forms of 
unlawful information gathering were carried out on such a widespread 
scale, it was implausible the publisher’s newspapers used a private in-
vestigator to dig up dirt on the prince only once, which is what they 
have admitted. 

“The ends justify the means for the defendant,” Sherborne said.
Stories about Harry were big sellers for the newspapers, and some 

2,500 articles had covered all facets of his life - from his illnesses at 
school to ups and downs with girlfriends, Sherborne said. 

“There was no time in his life when he was safe from these activi-
ties,” Sherborne said. “Nothing was sacrosanct or out of bounds.”

Mirror Group has said it used documents, public statements and 
sources to legally report on the prince. 

But Sherborne it was not hard to infer that Mirror journalists used the 
same techniques on Harry - eavesdropping on voicemails and hiring 
private eyes to snoop - as they did on others. 

Harry had been scheduled to testify Tuesday, but his lawyer was told 
last week the duke should attend Monday’s proceedings in London’s 
High Court in case the opening statements concluded before the end 
of the day. 

Harassment
When he enters the witness box, Harry, 38, will be the fi rst member 

of the British royal family in more than a century to testify in court. 
He is expected to describe his anguish and anger over being hounded 
by the media throughout his life, and its impact on those around him.

He has blamed paparazzi for causing the car crash that killed his 
mother, Princess Diana, and said harassment and intrusion by the UK 
press, including allegedly racist articles, led him and his wife, Meghan, 
to fl ee to the US in 2020 and leave royal life behind.

The articles at issue in the trial date back to his 12th birthday, in 
1996, when the Mirror reported Harry was feeling “badly” about the 

divorce of his mother and father, now King Charles III. 
Harry said in court documents that ongoing tabloid reports made him 

wonder whom he could trust as he feared friends and associates were 
betraying him by leaking information to the newspapers. His circle of 
friends grew smaller, and he suffered “huge bouts of depression and 
paranoia.” Relationships fell apart as the women in his life - and even 
their family members - were “dragged into the chaos.” 

He says he later discovered that the source wasn’t disloyal friends 
but aggressive journalists and the private investigators they hired to 
eavesdrop on voicemails and track him to locations as remote as Ar-
gentina and an island off Mozambique. 

Mirror Group Newspapers said it didn’t hack Harry’s phone and its 
articles were based on legitimate reporting techniques. The publisher 
admitted and apologized for hiring a private eye to dig up dirt on one 
of Harry’s nights out at a bar, but the resulting 2004 article headlined 
“Sex on the beach with Harry” is not among the 33 in question at trial.

Phone hacking that involved guessing or obtaining security codes to 
listen in on celebrities’ cell phone voice messages was widespread at 
British tabloids in the early years of this century. It became an existen-
tial crisis for the industry after the revelation in 2011 that the News of 
the World had hacked the phone of a slain 13-year-old girl. 

Owner Rupert Murdoch shut down the paper and several of his ex-
ecutives faced criminal trials.

NEW YORK: “Spider-Man: Across 
the Spider-Verse” opened in US and 
Canadian theaters with a massive 
$120.5 million, more than tripling 
the debut of the 2018 animated 
original and showing the kind of 
movie-to-movie box-offi ce growth 
that would be the envy of even the 
mightiest of Hollywood franchises.

Sony Pictures’ “Across the 
Spider-Verse,” the multi-verse 
spinning animated Spider-Man 
spinoff, sailed way past ex-
pectations, according to studio 
estimates Sunday, riding terrifi c 
reviews (95% fresh on Rotten 
Tomatoes) and strong buzz for the 
hotly anticipated follow-up to the 
Oscar-winning “Spider-Man: Into 
the Spider-Verse.”

In the sometimes formulaic 
realm of superhero movies, 2018’s 
“Into the Spider-Verse” offered a 
blast of originality, introducing a 
teenage webslinger from Brook-
lyn, Miles Morales (Shameik 
Moore), a punk-rock Gwen 
(Hailee Steinfeld) and a host of 
other Spider-People. It launched 
with $35.4 million on its way to 
$384.3 million worldwide.

“Across the Spider-Verse,” 
which exponentially expands the 
fi lm’s universe-skipping worlds, 
cost $100 million to make, about 
half the cost of the average live-
action comic-book movie. So at 
even the forecast $80 million that 
“Spider-Verse” had been expected 
to open, “Across the Spider-
Verse” would have been a hit.

Instead, it has turned out to be 
a box-offi ce sensation, and the 
second largest domestic opening 
of 2023, trailing only “The Super 
Mario Bros. Movie.” “Across 
the Spider-Verse,” directed by 
Joaquim Dos Santos, Kemp 
Powers and Justin K. Thompson, 
even topped “Guardians of the 
Galaxy Vol. 3,” which debuted 
with $118 million, for best open-
ing weekend of the summer so far.

The fi lm, shepherded by 
writer-producers Phil Lord and 
Christopher Miller, is part two 
in a trilogy that will conclude with 
a third chapter to be released next 
year. “Across the Spider-Verse” 
over-performed abroad, too, with 
$88.1 million overseas.

After few family offerings for 
much of the fi rst half of 2023, 
theaters are suddenly fl ush with 
kid-friendly entertainment. Last 
week’s top fi lm, the Walt Disney 

Co.’s live action remake “The Lit-
tle Mermaid,” slid to second with 
$40.6 million in it second weekend.

After launching with $95.5 mil-
lion and $117.5 million over the 
four-day Memorial Day weekend, 
“The Little Mermaid” dipped 
57%, partly due to the formidable 
competition from “Across the 
Spider-Verse.”

Having cost a reported $250 
million to make, “The Little 
Mermaid” was met with mixed 
reviews but more enthusiasm 
from audiences, which gave it an 
“A” CinemaScore. But overseas, 
where previous Disney live-action 
remakes have thrived, is proving 
harder territory this time. The fi lm 
added $42.4 million internation-

ally over the weekend. (AP)
❑        ❑        ❑

CAIRO: Ibrahim Bilal, a young 
Egyptian artist, amazingly suc-
ceeds in making use of his creative 
skills and expressive energy in 
creating highly accurate sculptural 
works on pencil tips.

Despite fragile materials and 

small sizes of pencils used in 
sculpture, Bilal can carve artifacts, 
pharaonic statues, leaders, promi-
nent historical fi gures, Quranic 
verses and mosques, as well as 
models of cars and animals.

Bilal’s wonderful artistic works 
attracted the attention and admira-
tion of thousands of social media 
users. (KUNA)

Film
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Nolan breaks down the best ways to watch a movie

‘Oppenheimer’ made to be seen on big screen
LOS ANGELES, June 5, (AP): It’s no secret that Chris-
topher Nolan made “Oppenheimer” to be seen on the 
big screen. But not all big screens are created equal.
That’s part of the reason why Universal Pictures has 
made “Oppenheimer” tickets available early for over 
a thousand “premium large format” (or PLF) screens, 
with options including IMAX 70mm, 70mm, IMAX 
digital, 35mm, Dolby Cinema and more.

Knowing that even those words can get overwhelm-
ing and technical, Nolan went a step further: In an ex-
clusive interview with The Associated Press, he offered 
a guide to his favorite formats, explaining why it mat-
ters and even where he likes to sit so that audiences 
don’t feel like they need a fi lm school degree (or one in 
theoretical physics) before settling on a theater.

“You rarely get the chance to really talk to moviego-
ers directly about why you love a particular format and 
why if they can fi nd an IMAX screen to see the fi lm on 
that’s great,” Nolan said. “We put a lot of effort into 
shooting the fi lm in a way that we can get it out on these 
large format screens. It really is just a great way of giv-
ing people an experience that they can’t possibly get in 
the home.”

In a fi lm about J. Robert Oppenheimer, the theoretical 
physicist who oversaw the development of fi rst atomic 
bomb during World War II, this will be especially piv-
otal in viewing the Trinity Test, the fi rst detonation of a 
nuclear weapon. Nolan and his effects teams recreated 
the blast, with all its blinding brilliance.

“We knew that this had to be the showstopper,” No-
lan said. “We’re able to do things with picture now that 
before we were really only able to do with sound in 
terms of an oversize impact for the audience-an almost 
physical sense of response to the fi lm.”

“Oppenheimer,” starring Cillian Murphy, opens in 
theaters on July 21.

“Oppenheimer” was shot using some of the high-
est resolution fi lm cameras that exist. Like “Dunkirk” 
and “Tenet,” “Oppenheimer” was fi lmed entirely on 
large format fi lm stock, meaning a combination of 
IMAX 65mm and Panavision 65mm (think David 
Lean/”Lawrence of Arabia”), that’s then projected in 
70mm.

“The sharpness and the clarity and the depth of the 

image is unparalleled,” Nolan said. “The headline, for 
me, is by shooting on IMAX 70mm fi lm, you’re really 
letting the screen disappear. You’re getting a feeling 
of 3D without the glasses. You’ve got a huge screen 
and you’re fi lling the peripheral vision of the audience. 
You’re immersing them in the world of the fi lm.”

Nolan has been shooting with IMAX cameras since 
“The Dark Knight.” Audiences would regularly gasp at 
seeing its fi rst shot projected in IMAX 70mm. Though 
it’s “just a helicopter shot” of some buildings in Chi-
cago, it helps explain the ineffable power of the format.

On a technical level, the IMAX fi lm resolution is al-
most 10 times more than a 35mm projector and each 
frame has some 18,000 pixels of resolution versus a 
home HD screen that has 1,920 pixels.

The 5mm difference goes back to when that extra 
space on the fi lm had to be reserved for the soundtrack. 
With digital sound, that’s unnecessary and it is “purely 
a visual enhancement,” Nolan explained.

Disappears
“We have to plan very carefully because by shooting 

an IMAX fi lm, you capture a lot of information,” he 
said. “Your movie is going to translate very well to all 
the formats because you’re getting the ultimate amount 
of visual information. But there are different shapes to 
the screen - what we call aspect ratios. What you have 
to plan is how you then frame your imagery so that it 
can be presented in different theaters with equal suc-
cess.”

Starting with “The Dark Knight,” they developed a 
system that they call “center punching the action” so 
that nothing is lost.

Cinematographer Hoyte van Hoytema is also always 
aware of the “frame lines for the different theaters” 
when looking through the camera.

On the biggest presentations, IMAX 1.43:1 (the mas-
sive square screen) the screen essentially disappears for 
the audience. For other formats like 35mm, the top and 
the bottom get cropped.

But, Nolan said, “from a creative point of view, what 
we’ve found over the years is that there’s no compro-
mise to composition.”

The IMAX cameras are just too loud for dialogue 

heavy scenes, but Nolan is optimistic about the new 
cameras being developed.

Some of “Oppenheimer” is presented in black and 
white for a very specifi c story reason.

“I knew that I had two timelines that we were running 
in the fi lm,” Nolan said. “One is in color, and that’s Op-
penheimer’s subjective experience. That’s the bulk of 
the fi lm. Then the other is a black and white timeline. 
It’s a more objective view of his story from a different 
character’s point of view.”

Nolan’s desire for the black and white portions to be 
of equal image quality to the rest of the fi lm led to the 
development of the fi rst ever black and white IMAX 
fi lm stock, which Kodak made and Fotokem developed.

“We shot a lot of our hair and makeup tests using 
black and white. And then we would go to the IMAX 
fi lm projector at CityWalk and project it there,” he said. 
“I’ve just never seen anything like it. To see such a 
massive black and white fi lm image? It’s just a wonder-
ful thing.”

For Nolan, the “best possible experience” to view 
“Oppenheimer” in theaters is the IMAX 70mm fi lm 
presentations. These are also among the rarest, current-
ly set for 25 locations in North America including the 
AMC Universal CityWalk in Los Angeles, the AMC 
Lincoln Square in New York, the Cinemark Dallas, the 
Regal King of Prussia near Philadelphia and the Auto-
Nation IMAX in Fort Lauderdale.

The prints span over 11 miles of fi lm stock, weigh 
some 600 pounds and run through fi lm projectors hori-
zontally.

There will also be over one hundred 70mm prints 
(“a fabulous presentation,” Nolan said) sent to theaters 
around the world, with over 77 (and more to come) on 
sale in North America at major chains and many inde-
pendent locations like the Music Box in Chicago and 
the AFI Silver in Washington D.C.

“The two formats are sort of different and I love them 
both,” he said.

The sequences projected in IMAX 70mm really 
“come to life” on those screens, and vice versa for the 
70mm sequences on those specifi c projectors. In IMAX 
theaters, for example, things shot with IMAX fi lm cam-
eras will expand vertically to fi ll the entire screen.

Steinfeld Moore
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Media

HK journo wins appeal

Chuck Todd is leaving 
NBC ‘Meet the Press’
NEW YORK, June 5, (AP): Chuck Todd said on 
Sunday that he’ll be leaving “Meet the Press” after a 
tumultuous near-decade of moderating the NBC polit-
ical panel show, to be replaced in the coming months 
by Kristen Welker.

Todd, 51, told viewers that “I’ve watched too many 
friends and family let work consume them before it 
was too late” and that he’d promised his family he 
wouldn’t do that.

Todd has often been an online punching bag for 
critics, including Donald Trump, during a polarized 
time, and there were rumors that his time at the show 
would be short when its executive producer was reas-
signed at the end of last summer, but NBC gave no 

indication this was anything 
other than Todd’s decision. It’s 
unclear when Todd’s last show 
will be, but he told viewers that 
this would be his fi nal summer.

“I leave feeling concerned 
about this moment in history 
but reassured by the standards 
we’ve set here,” Todd said. 
“We didn’t tolerate propagan-
dists, and this network and pro-
gram never will.”

Welker, a former chief 
White House correspondent, 

has been at NBC News in Washington since 2011 and 
has been Todd’s chief fi ll-in for the past three years. 
She drew praise for moderating the fi nal presidential 
debate between Trump, a Republican, and Joe Biden, 
a Democrat, in 2020.

Her “sharp questioning of lawmakers is a master-
class in political interviews,” said Rebecca Blumen-
stein, NBC News president of editorial, in a memo 
announcing Welker’s elevation on Sunday.

Now Welker, 46, will be thrust into what promises 
to be another contentious presidential election cycle.

The Sunday morning political interview show has 
aired since 1947, led by inventor and fi rst host Martha 
Rountree. Its peak came in the years that Tim Russert 
moderated, from 1991 until his death in 2008, with its 
footing less certain since then. Tom Brokaw briefl y 
fi lled in after Russert’s death, and David Gregory re-
placed him until being forced out in favor of Todd.

Moderator
Welker will be the fi rst Black moderator of “Meet 

the Press” and the fi rst woman since Rountree left in 
1953.

Todd said that he was proud of expanding the “Meet 
the Press” brand to a daily show, which initially aired 
on MSNBC but was shifted to streaming, along with 
podcasts and newsletters, even a fi lm festival.

“He transformed the brand into a vital modern-day 
franchise, expanding its footprint to an array of new 
mediums, and kept ‘Meet the Press’ at the forefront of 
political discourse,” Blumenstein said.

It didn’t stop critics from jumping on to social 
media when they didn’t like an interview Todd con-
ducted. Trump even anointed Todd with one of his 
signature nicknames, Sleepy Eyes, and later called on 
NBC to fi re Todd in 2020 over its airing of a CBS 
interview clip with his then-Attorney General William 
Barr. Todd later said the show had been unaware at 
the time of a longer soundbite of the interview that 
would have provided more context, and he apologized 
for the mistake.

Todd was roasted at the White House Correspond-
ents’ Association dinner in 2022 by Trevor Noah, who 
pointed him out in the audience and said, “How are 
you doing? I’d ask a follow-up, but I know you don’t 
know what those are.”

Todd alluded to his critics in announcing his exit 
on Sunday.

“If you do this job seeking popularity, you are do-
ing this job incorrectly,” he said. “I take the attacks 
from partisans as compliments. And I take the genuine 
compliments with a grain of salt when they come from 
partisans.”

The goal of each show, he said, is to “make you 
mad, make you think, shake your head in disapproval 
at some point and nod your head in approval at oth-
ers.”

In the just-concluded television season, “Meet the 
Press” was third in viewers after CBS’ “Face the Na-
tion” and ABC’s “This Week,” each of them averag-
ing between 2.5 million and 2.9 million viewers, the 
Nielsen ratings company said.

Also:
HONG KONG: An award-winning Hong Kong journal-
ist won an appeal quashing her conviction related to 
work on her investigative documentary Monday in a 
rare court ruling upholding media freedom in the ter-
ritory.

Bao Choy was found guilty in April 2021 of de-
ceiving the government by getting vehicle owner-
ship records for journalistic purposes after she had 
declared in her online application that she would 
use the information for “other traffic and transport 
related issues.”

The investigative journalist was trying to track 
down perpetrators of a mob attack on protesters and 
commuters inside a train station during the massive 
anti-government protests in 2019 for her documen-
tary.

Choy was fi ned 6,000 Hong Kong Dollars ($765) 
for two counts of making false statements at that time 
and called it “a very dark day for all journalists in 
Hong Kong.” That ruling also sparked outrage among 
local journalists over the city’s shrinking press free-
dom.

On Monday, judges of the city’s top court unani-
mously ruled in Choy’s favor in a written judgment, 
quashing her conviction and setting aside the sentence.

“The issues of falsity and knowledge were wrongly 
decided against the appellant because her journalistic 
investigation into the use of the vehicle on the dates 
in question did fall into the wide catchall category of 
‘other traffi c and transport related matters’,” the judg-
ment read.

Even if it did not, it was “not an irresistible infer-
ence that she knew that to be false,” the judgment said. 
There is no reason that “bona fi de journalism” should 
be excluded from the phrase, it added.

Choy told reporters outside the court the she was 
happy to learn about the judgment, saying it had stated 
the importance of the city’s constitutionally protected 
freedom of press and speech.

“Over the last few years, we might have found that 
many things have disappeared quietly,” she said. “But 
I believe our beliefs in our hearts can’t be taken away 
that easily. No matter I win or lose today, the persis-
tence (demonstrated) over the last few years is already 
a meaningful thing.”

She said she hoped the outcome would be encour-
aging news to all reporters still working hard in the 
city.

Todd

Sierra Ferrell performs at Railbird Music Festival on Sunday, June 4, at The Infield at Red Mile in Lexington, Ky. (AP)

Young artist doesn’t dodge his father’s legacy

Prine makes his own way in music
NASHVILLE, Tenn., June 5, (AP): 
Standing before a packed house at 
The Basement, one of Nashville’s 
most intimate music venues, Tommy 
Prine talked about the death of his 
father.

“It sucks to lose a parent at any age 
- in my case when he was the world’s 
greatest songwriter,” he said during a 
recent sold-out show.

Prine’s father, singer-songwriter 
John Prine, died of complications 
from the coronavirus in April 2020 
at the age of 73. His death prompted 
a surge of worldwide mourning re-
markable even for a time in which 
grief had become an everyday thing.

The heartbreak was especially 
acute in the music world. John 
Prine’s kindness to aspiring musi-
cians only added to the connections 
he made with his music. Many chan-
neled their grief into tribute songs, 
straining to process the unthinkable.

It turns out something similar was 
happening in Prine’s own family.

Last year, Tommy Prine released 
“Ships in the Harbor,” a song as 
moving and vulnerable as anything 
written by anyone about Prine’s fa-
ther. It doesn’t run from what he lost 
but pushes back against the impulse 
to curl up in the fetal position. It 
comes as close as any song out there 
to putting the colossal weight of grief 
caused by the pandemic in its proper 
place.

Now 27, Tommy Prine is poised 
to put out an entire album of songs 
about loss, love and and growing 
up. “This Far South,” set for release 
on June 23, is brave not only in the 
head-on way it deals with his father’s 
death, but in how the son of a legend 
confronts the inevitable questions 
that come with practicing the same 
craft.

In an undertaking laced with risk, 
Tommy Prine neither turns away nor 
tries too hard. He’s made an album 
that’s all his own and it’s mesmer-

izing.
“Honestly, even if my Dad wasn’t 

who he was, I feel like I would’ve 
made the same record,” Prine said 
in an interview with The Associated 
Press. “I didn’t include these songs 
because of who he is, and I also 
didn’t shy away from them because 
of who he is.”

Writing songs helped Prine sort 
through all he had lost. The intimacy 
of that journey makes his father’s 
legendary status feel almost like a 
distraction.

“I’m Tommy Prine and I lost my 
Dad in the pandemic, and that’s go-
ing to be a focal point of what I’m 
trying to get across,” he explained. 
“And like, I understand that it was a 
pretty public thing, and most people 
are going to have that context - and I 
think it will actually serve the record 
that they have that context - but you 
know, I don’t think that they need to.

“I think they can just listen to it 
from the perspective of a young man 
who lost his father too soon.”

Experience
The occasional references are viv-

id but never cloying: The card games 
they won’t play, the conversations 
they won’t have. In a beautiful song 
called “By the Way,” he touches on 
the unique experience of hearing his 
father’s voice in unexpected mo-
ments.

“I don’t want to talk about the day 
you slipped away,” Prine sings. “It’s 
still hard to hear your voice in the 
songs that we used to sing.”

But Prine shares other vulnerabili-
ties, and the infl uences of people who 
aren’t his father fi gure in as much or 
even more. The hand of co-producer 
Ruston Kelly, for example, can be 
heard in the album’s anthemic fl our-
ishes and confessional lyrics. A song 
called “Reach the Sun” starts with a 
late-night panic attack but ultimately 
soars in a style reminiscent of Kelly’s 

best work, including the excellent al-
bum he just released.

Kelly joined Prine on stage at The 
Basement, and in an interview after-
ward mentioned another infl uence on 
both of them, Sufjan Stevens. Kelly 
had steered Prine toward Stevens’ 
“Carrie & Lowell” album, and Prine 
heard a sound suited to the wistful ur-
gency he wanted to convey.

Prine said he never set out to be a 
singer-songwriter - “It was probably 
the last thing I wanted to do for the 
rest of my life” - but it proved to be 
a “saving grace” when he confronted 
the challenge of losing his father.

Given the shadow that looms over 
anyone named Prine who dares to 
try his hand at creating original mu-
sic, listeners would do well to imag-
ine how they would respond if they 
didn’t know this album came from 
the son of a legend. It’s possible, 
maybe even likely, that Prine’s music 
will fi nd a whole new audience, on 
social media and in other ways music 
passes from hand to hand these days. 
Some listeners his age and younger 
may never have heard of his father, 
but these songs will make connec-
tions on their own.

But anyone who listens will hear 
the promise of an artist following his 
heart with uncommon courage. John 
Prine fans might hear something fa-
miliar in the album’s disarming hon-
esty, but they’d also encounter a new 
voice delivering music that crackles 
with intensity.

Prine says he doesn’t think about 
the legacy question much, though it 
has crossed his mind. But that’s just 
one more thing that he has put in its 
proper place.

“I’m just making the music that 
I want to make, and music that is a 
representation of who I am as a per-
son,” he said. ””I had a completely 
different set of experiences growing 
up than my father had, and I have my 
own story to tell.”

Tommy Prine poses for a portrait in 
Nashville, Tenn., on April 25, 2023, 
to promote his debut album ‘This Far 
South,’ set for release on June 23. (AP)

Cosby Valentino

AMSTERDAM: The blockbuster 
exhibition of paintings by Dutch Master 
Johannes Vermeer closed its doors 
for the fi nal time on Sunday, with the 
art and history national museum of the 
Netherlands hailing the show as its most 
successful ever.

The Rijksmuseum said the exhibition 
that drew on collections around the world 
to bring together 28 of the 37 paintings 
generally ascribed to Vermeer attracted 
650,000 visitors from 113 countries dur-
ing its 16-week run that started in early 
February.

The large number of visitors - includ-
ing French President Emmanuel Ma-
cron, movie director Steven Spielberg 
and Oscar winner Jamie Lee Curtis 
- came despite the museum limiting 
numbers to ensure everybody got a good 
view of masterpieces such as “Girl with a 
Pearl Earring” and “The Milkmaid.”

“Vermeer is the artist of peacefulness 
and intimacy. We wanted the visitors to 
enjoy it to the fullest,” museum general 
director Taco Dibbits said. “This was 
only possible by limiting the number of 
visitors.”

The exhibition included seven paint-
ings that had never previously been 
displayed publicly in the Netherlands, 
among them three from The Frick Col-
lection in New York.

For art lovers who didn’t man-
age to get their hands on one of the 
highly-sought-after tickets, six Vermeer 
paintings will remain on show in the 
Rijksmuseum’s Gallery of Honor - four 
from the museum’s own collection along 
with “The Girl with the Red Hat” from 
the National Gallery of Art in Wash-
ington and “Young Woman Seated at a 
Virginal” from The Leiden Collection in 
New York. (AP)

❑      ❑      ❑

 LOS ANGELES: A former model who 
alleges Bill Cosby drugged and sexually 
assaulted her and another woman at his 
home in 1969 sued him under a new 
California law that suspends the statute 
of limitations on sex abuse claims.

In her lawsuit, Victoria Valentino, 
80, says she was an actress and singer 54 
years ago, when she met Cosby, now 85. 
The comedian and actor later approached 
her at a Los Angeles café, where he spot-
ted her crying over the recent drowning 
death of her 6-year-old son.

The Associated Press does not identify 
people who say they have been sexually 

Variety

Award-winning Hong Kong journalist Bao Choy shows the Court of Final Appeal 
written judgement to member of the press after being cleared by the city’s top 
court in Hong Kong, Monday, June 5. Choy won an appeal quashing her convic-
tion related to work on her investigative documentary Monday in a rare court 

ruling upholding media freedom in the territory. (AP)

assaulted unless they come forward 
publicly.

Cosby offered to pay for a spa treat-
ment for Valentino and a friend, and 
then sent a chauffeured car to pick the 
women up for dinner. That evening at a 
steakhouse, Cosby gave them each a pill, 
she said in the court fi ling.

“Here! Take this!” the lawsuit alleges 

Cosby said to them. “It will make you 
feel better. It will make us all feel bet-
ter.”

Cosby then drove the women to his 
house, where Valentino passed out on a 
couch, and later woke up and witnessed 
him sexually assaulting her unnamed 
friend, according to the lawsuit. The 
court documents allege Cosby then 

“engaged in forced s..” with Valentino 
while she was incapacitated from the 
drug.

Valentino’s allegations come on the 
heels of lawsuits last year by six Cosby 
accusers in New York under a similar 
provision known as a “lookback” law 
that allows adults to fi le sexual abuse 
cases for allegations that had fallen 
outside the statute of limitations.

The former “Cosby Show” star, who 
has been accused of rape, sexual assault 
and sexual harassment by at least 60 
women, has denied all allegations involv-
ing sex crimes. He was the fi rst celebrity 
tried and convicted in the #MeToo era 
- and spent nearly three years at a state 
prison near Philadelphia before a higher 
court threw out the conviction and re-
leased him in 2021.

His spokesperson, Andrew Wyatt, 
said that Valentino’s lawsuit lacks “any 
proof or facts” and that so-called look-
back laws violate constitutional rights 
aimed at protecting crime victims and 
“those that are accused of a crime.”

“What graveyard can Mr Cosby visit, 
in order to dig up potential witnesses to 
testify on his behalf?” Wyatt asked in a 
statement. “America is continuing to see 
that this is a formula to make sure that no 
more Black Men in America accumulate 
the American Dream that was secured by 
Mr Cosby.”

The lawsuit in LA County Superior 
Court was fi led nearly two years after 
Cosby left prison when the Pennsylva-
nia Supreme Court overturned his 2018 
sexual assault conviction. (AP) 

Music
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‘Avoid off-brand drugs’

Hormone patches have
lower BP risk than pills
WASHINGTON, June 5, (AP): Women often use hormone 
therapy to relieve hot fl ashes and other menopause symptoms 
— and new research suggests patches or creams may be safer 
for their blood pressure than pills.

As women’s bodies produce lower levels of reproductive 
hormones during menopause their risk for heart disease rises. 
High blood pressure further increases that risk — but it’s not 
clear whether there’s a link with hormone therapy for meno-
pause symptoms.

Canadian researchers wondered if the way hormones are 
absorbed — orally, vaginally or through the skin -- could 
play a role.

The University of Calgary team examined health records 
of more than 112,000 women ages 45 
and older who fi lled prescriptions for 
at least six months’ worth of estrogen-
only hormone treatment between 2008 
and 2019. They tracked which women 
went on to develop high blood pres-
sure at least a year after starting treat-
ment.

While the differences weren’t huge, 
women who took estrogen pills had a 
14% higher risk of developing hyper-
tension compared to those using skin 
patches or creams, the researchers re-
ported Monday. Oral estrogen carried 

a 19% greater risk than vaginal versions.
The fi ndings were published in the journal Hypertension.
Hormone therapy has a mix of risks and benefi ts that mean 

it’s not for everyone. Today it’s prescribed not to prevent 
disease but to relieve menopause-related symptoms — gen-
erally using the lowest possible dose for the shortest time. 
Most commonly used are combination pills of estrogen and 
another hormone, progestin. (Estrogen-only pills typically 
are prescribed to women without a uterus.)

Different versions of hormone therapy may work better for 
different menopause symptoms, something the study didn’t 
address.

But it adds important clues to understanding the complex 
relationship between hormone therapy and blood pressure, 
said Dr. Garima Sharma, a women’s heart specialist with 
Virginia’s Inova Health System and the American Heart As-
sociation.

Sharma would like to see a more rigorous trial that com-
pares different hormone versions. But she pointed to a pos-
sible biological explanation: Maybe oral estrogen affects en-
zymes linked to blood pressure as it’s being processed, while 
skin and vaginal versions have much more limited activity 
in the body.

Still, “these fi ndings are very clinically relevant,” Sharma 
said in an an email, and suggest it’s especially important to 
monitor blood pressure in women who use oral hormone 
therapy.

❑      ❑      ❑

Obesity: The US Food and Drug Administration is warn-
ing consumers not to use off-brand versions of the popular 
weight-loss drugs Ozempic and Wegovy because they might 
not contain the same ingredients as the prescription products 
and may not be safe or effective.

Agency offi cials said this week that they have received re-
ports of problems after patients used versions of semaglutide, 
the active ingredient in the brand-name medications, which 
have been compounded, or mixed in pharmacies. Offi cials 
didn’t say what the problems were.

The trouble is that those versions, often sold online, con-
tain a version of semaglutide that is used in lab research and 
has not been approved for use in people.

“Compounded drugs are not FDA-approved, and the agen-
cy does not verify the safety or effectiveness of compounded 
drugs,” the notice said.

Sales of semaglutide products have soared in the past few 
years after the drug was shown to spur fast and signifi cant 
weight loss. The drugs manufactured by Novo Nordisk in-
clude brands Ozempic and Rybelsus, used to treat diabetes, 
and Wegovy, approved to treat obesity.

Demand for the medications has outstripped supply. As 
of May, Ozempic and Wegovy remain on the FDA’s list of 
drug shortages. When drugs are in short supply, compound-
ing pharmacies are permitted to produce versions of those 
medications.

Consumers should only use drugs containing semaglutide 
with a prescription from a licensed health care provider and 
obtained from a state-licensed pharmacy or other facilities 
registered with the FDA, the agency said.

❑      ❑      ❑

Births: US births were fl at last year, as the nation saw fewer 
babies born than it did before the pandemic, the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention reported Thursday.

Births to moms 35 and older continued to rise, with the 
highest rates in that age group since the 1960s. But those 
gains were offset by record-low birth rates to moms in their 
teens and early 20s, the CDC found. Its report is based on a 
review of more than 99% of birth certifi cates issued last year.

A little under 3.7 million babies were born in the U.S. last 
year, about 3,000 fewer than the year before. Because the num-
bers are provisional and the change was small, offi cials consid-
er births to have been “kind of level from the previous year,” 
said the CDC’s Brady Hamilton, the lead author of the report.

U.S. births were declining for more than a decade before 
COVID-19 hit, then dropped a whopping 4% from 2019 to 
2020. They ticked up about 1% in 2021, an increase experts 
attributed to pregnancies that couples had put off amid the 
early days of the pandemic.

More fi ndings from the report:
■ The highest birth rates continue to be see in women in 

their early 30s. The number of births for women that age was 
basically unchanged from the year before. Births were down 
slightly for women in their late 20s, who have the second-
highest birth rate.

■  Births to Hispanic moms rose 6% last year and sur-
passed 25% of the US total. Births to white moms fell 3%, 
but still accounted for 50% of births. Births to Black moms 
fell 1%, and were 14% of the total.

■ The cesarean section birth rate rose slightly, to 32.2% of 
births. That’s the highest it’s been since 2014. Some experts 
worry that C-sections are done more often than medically 
necessary.

■ The US was once among only a few developed countries 
with a fertility rate that ensured each generation had enough 
children to replace itself — about 2.1 kids per woman. But 
it’s been sliding, and in 2020 dropped to about 1.6, the low-
est rate on record. It rose slightly in 2021, to nearly 1.7, and 
stayed there last year.

More complete and detailed 2022 numbers are expected 
later this year. That data should offer a better understanding 
of what happened in individual states and among different 
racial and ethnic groups, Hamilton said.

It also may show whether births were affected by the U.S. 
Supreme Court decision last June overturning Roe v. Wade, 
which allowed states to ban or restrict abortion. Experts esti-
mate that nearly half of pregnancies are unintended, so limits 
to abortion access could affect the number of births.

If such restrictions are having an affect on births, it didn’t 
show up in the national data released Thursday.

It’s possible the abortion restrictions will lead to higher 
births rates in 2023 — more likely among younger women 
than older moms, said Ushma Upadhyay, a reproductive 
health researcher at the University of California, San Francis-
co. But even if there is a rise, it may not bring the nation back 
to pre-pandemic birth levels, given other trends, she added.

“I don’t know if we’ll ever get back there,” she said.

Health

This Oct. 2, 2012 photo shows a low-dose estrogen skin patch. Women often use hormone therapy to relieve hot flashes and other menopause symptoms - and 
new research suggests whether they choose pills, patches or creams might matter for their blood pressure. The findings were published in the journal Hypertension 

on Monday, June 5. (AP) 

A SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket lifts off from 
Cape Canaveral Space Force Station, 
Fla. June 4. The rocket, carrying 22 
second generation V2 Mini Starlink 
satellites, is the first of two launches 

scheduled for June 5. (AP)

Discovery

Island marks 1,000th bday: France’s 
beloved abbey of Mont-Saint-Michel has 
reached a ripe old age. It’s been 1,000 
years since the laying of its fi rst stone.

The millennial of the UNESCO World 
Heritage site and key Normandy tourism 
magnet is being celebrated until Novem-
ber with exhibits, dance shows and con-
certs. French President Emmanuel Ma-
cron is heading there on Monday.

Macron plans to deliver a speech and 
to see a new exhibit tracing the Roman-
esque abbey’s history via 30 objects and 
pieces, including a restored statue of Saint 
Michael. Legend has it that the archangel 
Michael appeared in 708, duly instructing 
the bishop of nearby Avranches to build 
him a church on the rocky outcrop.

The exhibit, two years in the making, 
opened last month. It covers the complex 
process of building what is considered 
an architectural jewel on a rocky island 
linked to the mainland only by a narrow 
causeway at high tide.

Four crypts were constructed on the 
granite tip along with a church on top. The 
exhibit explains how the original structure, 
built in 966, became too small for pilgrims, 
spurring on the builders to create the 11th 
century abbey that stands to this day.

France has spent more than 32 million 
euros ($34 million) over 15 years to re-
store the building, and the work is nearing 
completion. Authorities have also tried in 
recent years to protect the monument’s 
surrounding environment from the impact 
of mass tourism.

One of the most popular French desti-
nations outside Paris, Mont-Saint-Michel 
island attracted 2.8 million visitors last 
year, including 1.3 million for the abbey. 
It was not closed to visitors for the presi-
dential visit, but local authorities were 
taking measures for it to go as smoothly 
as possible. (AP)

❑      ❑      ❑

Museum to unveil collections: It’s 
not as if Madrid was short on world-rank-
ing galleries with the likes of the Prado 
Museum, the Thyssen-Bornemisza and 
the Reina Sofía, among others.

Spain is set to unveil what is touted 
as one of Europe’s cultural highlights of 
the year with the opening in the Spanish 
capital of The Royal Collections Gallery. 
The swanky new museum will feature 
master paintings, tapestries, sculptures, 
decorative art pieces, armory and sumptu-
ous royal furniture collected by Spanish 
monarchs over fi ve centuries, spanning 
the empire’s Hapsburg and Bourbon dy-
nasties.

“This is the biggest museum project 
in Spain in decades, and also in Europe”, 
says Ana de la Cueva, President of the 
Patrimonio Nacional, a government body 
that runs the Gallery.

Unlike many other monarchies, Spain’s 

Royal Collections do not belong to the 
crown but to the public, thanks to a his-
torical twist nearly a century ago. Now, 
Patrimonio Nacional oversees palaces, 
monasteries, convents, and royal gardens 
across the country.

For Gallery director Leticia Ruiz, 
bringing together such a variety of ex-
traordinary pieces makes it something of 

“a museum of museums.”
The inaugural exhibition will feature 

650 of the more than 150,000 pieces 
Patrimonio Nacional manages, including 
works from Velázquez, Goya, Caravag-
gio, Titian and Tintoretto. Also featured 
will be some pieces from the world’s best 
tapestries collection as well as ancient 
carriages and royal furniture. A third of 

the works will be replaced with new exhi-
bitions each year. 

Ruiz says the Gallery will offer visitors 
a unique vantage point of “the history of 
the Royal Palaces that are fundamental to 
the history of Spain and the world.”

One standout piece is Velázquez’s 
“White Horse,” rearing up and without 
a rider, suggesting the court painter was 
just waiting to be told which king to put 
in the saddle.

Nearby, the light and facial expres-
sions in Caravaggio’s 1607 “Salome with 
the Head of John the Baptist” are equally 
captivating. The painting is one of the just 
four Caravaggios in Spain. 

Then there is the multicolored cedar 
wood sculpture of Saint Michael slaying 
the Devil, a 1692 work by Spain’s fi rst 
female court sculptor Luisa Roldán. It is 
known that she carved the devil in the like-
ness of her husband and that she, herself 
may have been the model for Michael.

On the same fl oor is the fi rst edition of 
Cervantes’ “Don Quijote.”

“For many centuries, the Spanish mon-
archs were the best collectors in history,” 
said De la Cueva. Being able to buy and 
order from the best artists in the world 
“was a way of showing their power.”

Built on the steep hillside opposite the 
Madrid’s Royal palace and the Almudena 
Cathedral, the Gallery building itself is an 
impressive work of art.

Designed by Luis Mansilla and Emilio 
Tuñón, its unimposing vertical linear 
structure has won 10 architectural awards, 
including the 2017 American Architec-
ture Prize. (AP)

A Hawaiian monk seal and her newborn pup are seen on a Waikiki beach in 
Honolulu on June 29, 2017. A young Hawaiian monk seal has weaned and re-
located, allowing a stretch of a popular Hawaii beach to reopen, May 30, after it 

was made off-limits to protect the endangered pup while it nursed. (AP)

Stem cell therapies can provide new ways to stop tumors

Triggering cancers to become normal cells
By Huanhuan Joyce Chen and Abhimanyu Thakur

University of Chicago Pritzker School of Molecular Engineering

The Conversation is an indepen-
dent and nonprofit source of news, 
analysis and commentary from ac-
ademic experts.

❑      ❑      ❑

How cells become cancerous is 
a process researchers are still 

trying to fully understand. Gener-
ally, normal cells grow and multi-
ply through controlled cell division, 
where old and damaged cells are 
replaced after they die by new cells. 
Sometimes this process stops work-
ing, leading cells to start growing 
uncontrollably and develop into a 
tumor.

Traditionally, cancer treatments 
like chemotherapy, immunotherapy, 
radiation and surgery focus on kill-
ing cancer cells. Another type of 
treatment using stem cells called 
differentiation therapy, however, fo-
cuses on persuading cancer cells to 
become normal cells. 

We are researchers who study how 
stem cells, or immature cells that 
can develop into different types of 
cells, behave in states of health and 
disease. We believe that stem cells 
can provide potential treatments for 
cancer of all types in many different 
ways.

Stem cells are unspecialized cells, 
meaning they can eventually become 
any one of the various types of cells 
that make up different parts of the 
body. They can replenish cells in the 
skin, bone, blood and other organs 
during development, and regenerate 
and repair tissues when they’re dam-
aged.

There are different types of stem 
cells. Embryonic stem cells are the 
fi rst cells that initially form after a 
sperm fertilizes an egg, and can give 
rise to all other cell types in the hu-
man body. Adult stem cells are more 
mature, meaning they can replace 
damaged cells only in one type of 
organ and have a limited ability to 
multiply. Researchers can reprogram 
adult stem cells, or differentiated 
cells, in the lab to act like embryonic 
stem cells.

Because stem cells can survive 

longer than regular cells, they have 
a much higher probability of accu-
mulating genetic mutations that can 
result in loss of control over their 
growth and ability to regenerate. 
This is why many tumors harbor a 
small subpopulation of cells that 
function like stem cells. These so-
called cancer stem cells are thought 
to be responsible at least in part for 
cancer initiation, progression, me-
tastasis, recurrence and treatment 
resistance.

Accumulating evidence is also 
showing that cancer stem cells can 
differentiate into multiple cell types, 
including noncancerous cells. Re-
searchers are taking advantage of 
this fact through a type of treatment 
called differentiation therapy. 

Differentiation
The concept of differentiation 

therapy originated from scientists 
observing that hormones and cy-
tokines, which are proteins that play 
a key role in cell communication, 
can stimulate stem cells to mature 
and lose their ability to regenerate. 
It followed that forcing cancer stem 
cells to differentiate into more ma-
ture cells could subsequently stop 
them from multiplying uncontrol-
lably, making them become normal 
cells.

Differentiation therapy has been 
successful in treating acute pro-
myelocytic leukemia, an aggressive 
blood cancer. In this case, retinoic 
acid and arsenic are used to block 
a protein that stops myeloid cells, a 
type of blood cell derived from the 
bone marrow, from fully maturing. 
By allowing these cells to fully ma-
ture, they lose their cancerous quali-
ties.

Furthermore, because differentia-
tion therapy doesn’t focus on killing 
cancer cells and doesn’t surround 
healthy cells in the body with harm-
ful chemicals, it can be less toxic 
than traditional treatments.

There are many other potential 
ways to use stem cells to treat can-
cer. For example, cancer stem cells 

can be directly targeted to stop their 
growth, or turned into “Trojan hors-
es” that attack other tumor cells.

Quiescent cancer stem cells, 
which don’t divide but are still alive, 
are another potential drug target. 
These cells typically play a big role 
in treatment resistance for various 
cancer types because they are able 
to regenerate and avoid death even 
better than regular cancer stem cells. 
Their quiescent quality can persist 
for decades and lead to a cancer re-
lapse. They are also challenging to 
distinguish from regular cancer stem 
cells, making them diffi cult to study.

Researchers can also genetically 
engineer stem cells to express a pro-
tein that binds to a desired target in a 
cancer cell, increasing the effi cacy of 
treatments by releasing drugs right at 
the tumor. For example, mesenchy-
mal stem cells derived from bone 
marrow naturally migrate toward 
and stick to tumors, and can be used 
to deliver cancer drugs directly to 
cancer cells.

Stem cells can also be used to 
make organoid models, or minia-
ture versions of organs, to screen 
potential cancer drugs and study the 
underlying mechanisms that lead to 
cancer. 

Although, stem cells hold numer-
ous advantages in their use in cancer 
therapy, they also face various chal-
lenges. For example, many current 
stem cell therapies that aren’t used in 
combination with other drugs are un-
able to completely eliminate tumors. 
There are also concerns about stem 
cell therapies potentially promoting 
tumor growth.

Despite these challenges, we be-
lieve that stem cell technologies 
have the potential to open new av-
enues for cancer therapy. Integrating 
genetic engineering with stem cells 
can overcome the major drawbacks 
of chemotherapeutics, such as tox-
icity to healthy cells. With further 
research, cancer stem cell therapies 
may one day become part of the 
standard of care for many types of 
cancer. (AP)
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Burger hits grand slam,
White Sox sweep Tigers

Yankees edge Dodgers

CHICAGO, June 5, 
(AP): Jake Burger’s 
game-ending grand slam 
handed Liam Hendriks 
his first win since return-
ing from cancer, and the 
Chicago White Sox beat 
the Detroit Tigers 6-2 on 
Sunday for a three-game 
series sweep.

Hendriks (1-0) worked a 1-2-
3 ninth, striking out two. It was 
the third big league appearance 
for the All-Star closer since he 
missed the start of the season af-
ter he was diagnosed with stage 
4 non-Hodgkin lymphoma.

Yoán Moncada and Tim Ander-
son walked with one out to load the 
bases for Burger, who hit a drive 
to left-center off Alex Lange (3-1) 
for his 12th homer of the season. It 
was his fi rst career slam and game-
ending homer.

Spencer Torkelson hit a two-
run homer for Detroit, which has 
dropped fi ve of six. Matthew Boyd 
struck out nine while pitching fi ve 
innings of one-run ball.

Yankees 4, Dodgers 1
In Los Angeles, Anthony Rizzo 

scored the go-ahead run in the 
eighth inning on a grounder and 
New York edged Los Angeles.

Anthony Volpe provided some 
insurance with a two-run homer in 
the ninth for the Yankees, who were 
without AL MVP Aaron , after he 
injured his right foot after crash-
ing into the right-fi eld bullpen door 
while making a running catch on 
Saturday.

J.D. Martinez homered for the 
Dodgers, who dropped the fi nal two 
games in the series.

The Yankees’ Domingo German 
and Los Angeles’ Bobby Miller 
matched zeroes as the teams com-
bined for only four hits in the fi rst 
six innings. 

Clay Holmes (4-2) pitched one 
inning to pick up the win, and Wan-
dy Peralta got the last four outs for 
his fourth save.

Evan Phillips (1-1) took the loss.
Rangers 12, Mariners 3

In Arlington, Marcus Semien ex-
tended MLB’s longest hitting streak 
this season to 23 games, Jonah Heim 
homered and drove in fi ve runs, and 
Texas’ offense kept rolling.

Corey Seager also went deep as 
the Rangers won consecutive games 
by a combined score of 28-9 after 
taking the series opener 2-0. Nathan 
Eovaldi (8-2) pitched six scoreless 
innings for his seventh consecutive 
victory.

The AL West leaders scored at 
least 10 runs for a major league-
leading 16th time in 58 games.

Seattle rookie Bryce Miller (3-3) 
was tagged for seven runs and eight 
hits in 2 1/3 innings.

Rays 6, Red Sox 2
In Boston, Yandy Díaz’s sixth-

inning RBI single turned into a 
two-run Little League homer, and 
the major league-best Rays beat the 
sloppy Red Sox.

Josh Lowe, Luke Raley and Díaz 
each had two hits for the Rays (42-
19), who are 6-1 against AL East 
rival Boston this season.

Alex Verdugo had two doubles, a 
triple and scored twice for the last-
place Red Sox.

Rays rookie Taj Bradley (4-2) 
gave up two runs and six hits in fi ve 
innings.

Red Sox starter Tanner Houck 
(3-5) allowed four runs and fi ve hits 

over fi ve innings.
Braves 8, Diamondbacks 5
In Phoenix, Eddie Rosario hit a 

grand slam off Miguel Castro with 
two outs in the ninth inning, lifting 
Atlanta to the victory.

Arizona led 5-4 heading into the 
ninth after Ketel Marte hit a two-run 
homer and rookie Corbin Carroll 
connected for a solo shot.

Castro (3-2) appeared as if he 
might escape the jam after getting 
Travis d’Arnaud out on a soft liner, 
but Rosario just cleared the wall in 
right for his eighth homer.

A.J. Minter (3-5) got the win, 
and Raisel Iglesias worked around 
a walk in the ninth for his seventh 
save in eight chances.

Angels 2, Astros 1
In Houston, Shohei Ohtani hit a 

tiebreaking RBI double in the eighth 
inning, and the Angels avoided a 
four-game series sweep.

Ohtani was hitless before club-
bing a pitch from Phil Maton (0-1) 
off the wall in right fi eld, driving 
in Gio Urshela for a 2-1 lead. The 
clutch swing gave Ohtani 41 RBIs 
on the season.

Luis Rengifo hit his third homer 
for Los Angeles, which stopped a 
three-game slide. Chris Devenski 
(3-0) pitched 1 2/3 scoreless innings 
for the win against his fi rst major 
league team, and Carlos Estévez got 
four outs for his 14th save.

Yainer Diaz connected for Hous-
ton, and Alex Bregman also had two 
hits. Bregman extended his hitting 
streak to 11 games.

Blue Jays 6, Mets 4
In New York, Brandon Belt broke 

a seventh-inning tie with a two-run 
homer, and the Blue Jays fi nished a 
three-game sweep.

Vladimir Guerrero Jr. also went 
deep for the Blue Jays, who blew a 
four-run lead but quickly recovered. 
Toronto has won four straight and 
six of seven.

Tommy Pham hit two of New 
York’s four solo homers. Pete 
Alonso and Starling Marte also con-
nected for the Mets, who completed 
a 3-3 homestand that started with a 
three-game sweep of Philadelphia.

Nate Pearson (3-0) gave up 
Alonso’s major league-leading 21st 
homer and Marte’s tying drive in 
the sixth before Toronto regained 
the lead against Dominic Leone (0-
2). Jordan Romano tossed a 1-2-3 
ninth for his 15th save.

Guardians 2, Twins 1
In Minneapolis, Triston McKen-

zie tossed fi ve scoreless innings in 
his injury-delayed season debut, and 
Cleveland’s Josh Naylor delivered 

a breakthrough RBI double in the 
seventh.

McKenzie had 10 strikeouts and 
only one baserunner, a two-out sin-
gle by Michael Taylor in the third. 
The 25-year-old right-hander had 
been sidelined by a muscle strain in 
his shoulder.

Twins starter Joe Ryan (7-3) was 
just as sharp as McKenzie until José 
Ramírez drew a two-out walk in the 
seventh. Naylor followed with a 
drive off the limestone facade that 
juts out over the right-fi eld wall, 
putting the Guardians on the board.

Andrés Giménez then greeted Ca-
leb Thielbar with an RBI triple.

Willi Castro homered for the 
Twins.

James Karinchak (2-4) got the 
win, and Emmanuel Clase posted 
his MLB-best 19th save with a 
scoreless ninth inning.

Orioles 8, Giants 3
In San Francisco, Josh Lester 

drove in two runs for Baltimore 
with his fi rst major league hit, and 
Tyler Wells won for the fi rst time in 
his last four starts.

James McCann reached base 
three times for Baltimore, includ-
ing his third home run. Adley 
Rutschman added two hits and Ryan 
Mountcastle drew a bases-loaded 
walk to help the Orioles to their 13th 
series victory of the season. A year 
ago, Baltimore didn’t win its 13th 
series until July 13.

Blake Sabol hit a two-run homer 
for the Giants. Anthony DeSclafani 
(4-5) allowed fi ve earned runs in 
three innings.

Wells (4-2) had a career-high 
nine strikeouts in 5 1/3 innings, in-
cluding two in four of the fi rst fi ve 
innings.

Cubs 7, Padres 1
In San Diego, Marcus Stroman 

pitched six sharp innings and Miguel 
Amaya hit his fi rst big league homer, 
leading the Cubs to the victory.

Yan Gomes and Trey Mancini 
connected for back-to-back homers 
for Chicago in the second. Amaya 
drove in Gomes with a two-run shot 
in the third, lifting the Cubs to a 7-0 
lead.

Stroman (6-4) allowed an un-
earned run and four hits. He struck 
out six and walked three in his 
fourth consecutive win.

Fernando Tatis Jr. had two of San 
Diego’s fi ve hits. Ryan Weathers 
(1-4) was tagged for fi ve runs and 
seven hits in 1 2/3 innings. 

Pirates 2, Cardinals 1
In Pittsburgh, Rich Hill pitched 

four-hit ball into the seventh inning, 
and the Pirates beat the Cardinals 
for a three-game series sweep.

Ji Hwan Bae’s two-run single 
off Miles Mikolas (4-2) in the fi rst 
provided all the offense Hill would 

need. Ke’Bryan Hayes singled three 
times and is hitting .562 (9 for 16) 
over his last four games.

The 43-year-old Hill (5-5) struck 
out six in 6 2/3 innings. David Bed-
nar worked the ninth for his 13th 
save and third in as many days.

Andrew Knizner hit his seventh 
homer for St. Louis in the seventh 
inning. Luken Baker - called up to 
the majors for the fi rst time early 
Sunday - picked up the fi rst two hits 
of his career. But the Cardinals lost 
for the fi fth time in six games.

Brewers 5, Reds 1
In Cincinnati, Adrian Houser 

pitched seven sparkling innings and 
Andruw Monasterio hit his fi rst ca-
reer homer, leading the Brewers to 
the victory.

Victor Caratini also went deep 
as Milwaukee (32-27) won for 
the fourth time in fi ve games. The 
NL Central-leading Brewers also 
clinched their fi rst road series win 
since they swept a three-game set at 
Seattle from April 17-19.

Houser (2-1) allowed six hits, in-
cluding Jake Fraley’s seventh hom-
er in the seventh.

Cincinnati (26-33) dropped its 
fourth straight game. Reds right-
hander Ben Lively (3-3) was 
charged with fi ve runs and six hits in 
seven innings in his fi rst loss since 
May 19.

Phillies 11, Nationals 3
In Washington, Kyle Schwarber 

hit two three-run homers, and the 
Phillies beat the Nationals in the 
rubber game of their weekend set.

Philadelphia’s Drew Ellis hit his 
fi rst two homers of the season. J.T. 
Realmuto went deep for the second 
day in a row for the Phillies, who 
fi nished a 4-6 road trip. Nick Cas-
tellanos had three hits.

Phillies left-hander Ranger 
Suárez (1-2) pitched seven innings 
of one-run ball.

Ildemaro Vargas hit a two-run 
homer for Washington. Trevor Wil-
liams (2-4) was charged with four 
runs and six hits in 5 2/3 innings.

Marlins 7, Athletics 5
In Miami, Luis Arraez hit a tie-

breaking infi eld single in the eighth 
inning, and Miami beat Oakland to 
complete a three-game series sweep.

Joey Wendle doubled against A’s 
reliever Austin Pruitt to lead off the 
inning, and then advanced on Jacob 
Stallings’ single. Stallings took sec-
ond on right fi elder Ramon Laure-
ano’s throw to the plate as Wendle 
remained at third.

Sam Moll relieved Pruitt (1-3) 
and struck out pinch-hitter Jorge 
Soler before Arraez’s hard smash 
over a drawn-in infi eld bounced off 
second baseman Aledmys Diaz’s 
glove to give Miami a 6-5 lead. 
Nick Fortes ran for Stallings and 
scored from third on Shea Lange-
liers’ passed ball.

Garrett Cooper went deep for the 
Marlins. Tanner Scott (4-1) got the 
win, and Dylan Floro closed with a 
perfect ninth for his sixth save.

Royals 2, Rockies 0
In Kansas City, Brady Singer 

pitched fi ve-hit ball into the sixth 
inning, leading the last-place Roy-
als to the victory.

Michael Massey hit an RBI single 
in the fi fth for Kansas City. Maikel 
Garcia led off the eighth with his 
fi rst major league homer.

Singer (4-4) struck out seven and 
walked none in 5 2/3 innings. Scott 
Barlow worked the ninth for his 
seventh save.

Mike Moustakas and Nolan Jones 
each had two of Colorado’s eight 
hits. Kyle Freeland (4-7) allowed 
four hits in seven-plus innings.

Baltimore Orioles pitcher Austin Voth works against the San Francisco Giants during the ninth inning of a baseball game in San Francisco. (AP)

Chicago Cubs’ Miguel Amaya hits a two-run home run during the third 
inning of a baseball game against the San Diego Padres in San Diego. 

(AP)

Doniak stars, Wave
down Gotham 1-0
HARRISON, N.J., June 
5, (AP): Makenzy Doniak 
scored 44 seconds into the 
second half and the San Diego 
Wave went on to beat Gotham 
1-0 in the National Women’s 
Soccer League on Sunday. 

Doniak came into the 
match as a second-half sub-
stitute and promptly scored 
off a long pass between 
two defenders from Jaedyn 
Shaw, who was also subbed 
in at the half. 

It was the Wave’s third 
straight shutout on the road. It 
is just the fifth time in league 
history that a team has had 
three road shutouts in a row. 

San Diego (6-3-1) also 
extended its overall unbeaten 
streak to four games with the 
victory and moved to the top 
of the NWSL standings with 
the Portland Thorns. 

Gotham set a new atten-
dance record with 15,058 
on hand to watch the match 
at Red Bull Arena. 

Valladolid relegated

Benzema scores in final game with Real
MADRID, June 5, (AP): Karim Benzema 
converted his penalty kick and received a 
standing ovation from fans before being 
substituted at the Santiago Bernabeu Sta-
dium, bringing an end to his memorable 
career with Real Madrid.

Benzema was replaced after scoring the 
72nd-minute equalizer in Madrid’s 1-1 
draw against Athletic Bilbao in his fi nal 
game with the Spanish powerhouse after 
14 seasons. Madrid had announced earlier 
Sunday that the French striker would not 
return next season.

The last round of the Spanish league 
also saw Vinícius Júnior’s return to ac-
tion for the fi rst time since he was racially 
abused in a league match against Valencia 
two weeks ago, as well as Valladolid’s rel-
egation.

Vinícius hadn’t played in the last two 
Madrid games following the latest incident 
of racist insults targeted at him in Valencia 
on May 21, prompting a widespread reac-
tion from Spanish authorities and the soc-
cer world. The club had said he was side-
lined with a minor knee problem.

The Brazil forward wasn’t able to score, 
having a 79th-minute goal disallowed for 
offside.

Benzema did fi nd the net in his farewell 
match.

He fi red in a low shot from the spot, then 
celebrated by sending kisses to the crowd 
at the Bernabeu. He was immediately sub-
stituted by Madrid coach Carlo Ancelotti, 
receiving a big ovation from the fans.

“I’ve coached one of the greatest players 

in the world and one of the best strikers,” 
Ancelotti said. “We can’t be pleased about 
his departure, but we have to respect his 
decision. He’s earned the right to choose 
and we all thank him for everything he’s 
done for this club. He’s been a legend-
ary, unforgettable fi gure, and he’ll remain 
forever in the memory of this club.” Ben-
zema’s farewell came amid reports he will 
play in Saudi Arabia next season.

After the match, Madrid players threw 
Benzema up in the air a few times, as they 
did for the other players not returning next 
season - Marco Asensio, Eden Hazard and 
Mariano Díaz.

Still wearing the captain’s armband, 
Benzema went near the stands and ap-
plauded the fans.

The result allowed Madrid to fi nish in 
second place ahead of Atletico Madrid, 
which drew 2-2 at Villarreal after conced-
ing a stoppage-time equalizer.

“It was a pleasure to play with him,” 
Madrid goalkeeper Thibaut Courtois said 
of Benzema. “He is an excellent player, a 
legend. It’s a pity that he is leaving but we 
understand that he has the right to choose 
his destiny.” The 35-year-old striker has 
been with Madrid since 2009. He helped 
the club win a record 25 titles, including 
fi ve Champions Leagues, fi ve Club World 
Cups and four Spanish leagues.

Benzema ended his career with Madrid 
with 354 goals - the second-most all-time 
- and 648 appearances, which is the fi fth-
most all-time.

Valladolid became the last team to be 
relegated after it was unable to get more 
than a 0-0 draw at home against Getafe.

A win would have been enough for 
the club owned by former Brazil striker 
Ronaldo, which was in the top fl ight after 
spending a year in the second division in 
2021-22.

“There is not a lot to explain, we tried 
but couldn’t score the goal that we need-
ed,” Valladolid goalkeeper Jordi Masip 
said. “It’s a disappointment for the club, 
the fans and the entire city.” Six teams had 
entered the fi nal round fi ghting to avoid 
relegation - Valladolid, Celta Vigo, Alme-
ria, Valencia, Getafe and Cadiz.

Almeria escaped thanks to an 87th-min-
ute penalty kick converted by Adrián Em-
barba in a 3-3 draw at Espanyol, fi nishing 
just outside the relegation zone.

Valencia stayed safe after a 1-1 draw at 
Real Betis, while Celta Vigo survived after 
a 2-1 home win over champion Barcelona 
with a pair of goals by Gabri Veiga.

Barcelona ended the season on 88 
points, 10 more than Madrid and 11 more 
than Atletico.

Espanyol and Elche had already been 
relegated.

In the fi ght for the fi nal European place 
still available, Osasuna beat Girona 2-1 at 
home to fi nish seventh and grab a Europa 
Conference League spot.

Bilbao ended in eighth place, two points 
behind Osasuna. Mallorca won 3-0 against 
Rayo Vallecano to fi nish ninth, three 
points behind Osasuna.

Real Sociedad earned the fi nal Champi-
ons League spot, while Villarreal and Betis 
will play in the Europa League.

Retiring Betis forward Joaquín Sánchez 
played in his 622nd game to tie the record 
for most league appearances that had been 
held by former Spain and Barcelona goal-
keeper Andoni Zubizarreta.

The 41-year-old forward put an end to 
his career after 23 seasons, most of them 
with boyhood club Betis. He also played 
for Málaga, Valencia and Fiorentina in 
Italy.

Joaquín kissed the grass underneath him 
before being substituted in the 60th.

MLB Results/Standings

WASHINGTON, June 5, (AP): Results and standings from the MLB games on Sunday.

Tampa Bay 6 Boston 2
Miami 7 Oakland 5
Toronto 6 NY Mets 4
Cleveland 2 Minnesota 1
LA Angels 2 Houston 1
Chicago W. Sox 6 Detroit 2
Kansas City 2 Colorado 0
Texas 12 Seattle 3

Baltimore 8 San Francisco 3
NY Yankees 4 LA Dodgers 1
Pittsburgh 2 St Louis 1
Milwaukee 5 Cincinnati 1
Philadelphia 11 Washington 3
Atlanta 8 Arizona 5
Chicago Cubs 7 San Diego 1

American League
East Division

 W L Pct GB
Tampa Bay 42 19 .689 —
Baltimore 37 22 .627 4
New York 36 25 .590 6
Toronto 33 27 .550 8-1/2
Boston 30 29 .508 11

Central Division
 W L Pct GB
Minnesota 31 29 .517 —
Cleveland 27 32 .458 3-1/2
Detroit 26 31 .456 3-1/2
Chicago 26 35 .426 5-1/2
Kansas City 18 41 .305 12-1/2

West Division
 W L Pct GB
Texas 38 20 .655 —

Houston 35 24 .593 3-1/2
Los Angeles 31 30 .508 8-1/2
Seattle 29 30 .492 9-1/2
Oakland 12 49 .197 27-1/2

National League
East Division

 W L Pct GB
Atlanta 35 24 .593 —
Miami 32 28 .533 3-1/2
New York 30 30 .500 5-1/2
Philadelphia 27 32 .458 8
Washington 25 34 .424 10

Central Division
 W L Pct GB
Milwaukee 32 27 .542 —
Pittsburgh 31 27 .534 -1/2
Chicago 26 32 .448 5-1/2
Cincinnati 26 33 .441 6

Real Madrid’s Karim Benzema runs dur-
ing the Spanish La Liga soccer match 
against Athletic Bilbao at the Santiago 

Bernabeu stadium in Madrid. (AP)

Barcelona’s Robert Lewandowski (right), 
in action during the Spanish La Liga soc-
cer match between Celta Vigo and Bar-
celona at the Balaidos stadium in Vigo, 

Spain. (AP)
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Napoli’s players celebrate after winning the Serie A soccer title trophy at the Diego Maradona Stadium, in Naples. (AP)

Ibrahimovic retires; Atalanta book spot in EL

Di Lorenzo becomes 1st Napoli player to lift Serie A trophy in 33 years
MILAN, June 5, (AP): As Giovanni 
Di Lorenzo became the fi rst Napoli 
player to lift the Serie A trophy toward 
the sky since Diego Maradona, the sta-
dium named after the Argentina great 
exploded into a sea of joy.

Napoli had clinched its first Serie 
A title in 33 years with five rounds 
to spare but had to wait until the fi-
nal day of the season to be presented 
with the trophy, in front of its own 
fans at the Stadio Diego Armando 
Maradona.

Players danced joyously as they 
each took their turns lifting up the 
scudetto, while the song “We Are The 
Champions” was played.

Di Lorenzo later led the team and the 
whole stadium in a rendition of “It’s us, 
it’s us, we are the champions of Italy.” 
That came during further celebrations 
that lasted around three hours after the 
trophy presentation, with performances 
by musicians along with speeches. At 
the beginning of the party there was 
a tribute to Maradona, and the crowd 
loudly chanted “Diego! Diego!” Napoli 
signed off from a stunning season with 
a 2-0 win over already-relegated Samp-
doria, in a match where on-the-fi eld ac-
tion mattered little.

Sunday saw another round of festiv-
ities in Naples, a city that hasn’t really 
stopped celebrating since even before 
Napoli clinched the title.

And, just like most of the past 
month, the streets were packed with 
joyous Napoli fans, chanting and wav-
ing fl ags, and the air was tinged in blue 
- the team’s colors - from fl ares.

There was also an incredible atmos-
phere inside the stadium, with the fans 
singing incessantly - mainly about be-
ing champions of Italy.

Luciano Spalletti, who announced at 
the start of the week that he is leaving 
the team, was presented with the Se-
rie A coach of the year trophy before 
kickoff, while winger Khvicha Kvarat-
skhelia received his player of the sea-
son award.

Kim Min-jae and Victor Osimhen 
were also given trophies for best de-
fender and forward, respectively.

The players also walked out carry-
ing their children. Osimhen’s son was 
wearing a smaller copy of the face 

mask his father wears during matches.
Osimhen set Napoli on the way to 

victory against Sampdoria with a pen-
alty. It was his 26th league goal and 
the Nigeria international was the fi rst 
African player to be crowned top Serie 
A goalscorer.

Giovanni Simeone doubled Napo-
li’s lead with a stunning strike and cel-
ebrated by holding up a shirt with the 
No. 10 on it that Maradona wore in an 
actual match.

It was also an emotional match for 
veteran Sampdoria forward Fabio Qua-
gliarella, who brought an end to his Se-
rie A career at his hometown club.

There were also emotional scenes at 
San Siro as AC Milan bid farewell to 
veteran forward Zlatan Ibrahimović, 
who then surprised everyone by an-
nouncing his retirement from soccer.

The 41-year-old Ibrahimović had 
tears in his eyes on the sidelines as the 
Milan fans unfurled a giant banner at 
one end saying “Godbye” and chant-
ed his name. Ibrahimović cupped his 
hands in the shape of a heart and blew 
kisses to the fans.

Milan beat Hellas Verona 3-1, while 
Spezia lost 2-1 at Roma, which played 
its fi rst game since losing the fi nal of 
this year’s Europa League to Sevilla. 
That left Verona and Spezia locked on 
31 points and means that, under new 
rules, there will be a playoff to decide 
which one remains in Serie A.

The playoff will take place next 
Sunday at a neutral ground.

Teun Koopmeiners netted a hat trick 
as Atalanta beat Monza 5-2 to book a 
spot in next season’s Europa League.

Atalanta fi nished fi fth, a point above 
Roma, which also qualifi ed for the 
competition.

Juventus won 1-0 at Udinese to fi n-
ish seventh and will play in the Europa 
Conference League next season unless it 
is banned from European competition by 
UEFA because of various legal troubles.

Also, Bologna won 3-2 at Lecce.

2-time NCAA champ Zhang becomes 1st
LPGA Tour winner in pro debut in 72 yrs

Hovland wins Memorial in playoff

JERSEY CITY, N.J., June 
5, (AP): Rose Zhang became 
the fi rst player to win on the 
LPGA in her pro debut Sun-
day, capturing the Mizuho 
Americas Open with a par 
on the second playoff hole to 
beat Jennifer Kupcho and 
earn LPGA membership.

Zhang went from two-time 
NCAA champion to LPGA win-
ner in a span of 13 days with a 
remarkable debut that lived up to 
the fanfare in 
the shadow of 
Manhattan.

She closed 
with a 2-over 
74, missing an 
8-foot par putt 
on the fi nal 
hole at Liberty 
National to fall 
into a playoff 
with Kupcho 
(69).

On the fi rst playoff hole, Zhang 
made an 8-footer for par and Kupcho 
made from 4 feet. Returning to the 
18th again, Zhang hit a long approach 
to 8 feet for a chance at birdie. Kupcho 
came up short, went just over the back 
and made bogey. Zhang two-putted for 
the win.

The last female player to win as a 
pro in her debut was Beverly Hanson, 
who edged Babe Zaharias to take the 
Eastern Open in 1951.

Players celebrated with the 20-year-
old from Stanford by handing her red 
roses. The victory was worth $412,500 
and it also earned Zhang an automatic 
LPGA Tour membership.

Viktor Hovland handled the toughest 
stretch at Muirfi eld Village and deliv-
ered three clutch putts at the end to win 
the Memorial in a playoff over hard-
luck Denny McCarthy on Sunday.

Hovland closed with a 2-under 
70 on another brutal test on a course 
baked all week by sun, forcing the 
playoff with a 30-foot birdie on the 
17th - the only one on that hole in the 
fi nal round - and saving par from be-
hind the 18th green.

Back to the 18th in the playoff, 
Hovland barely got onto the front of 
the green, some 60 feet away from the 

back pin, and two-putted by holing a 
7-foot par putt.

It was his fourth PGA Tour victory 
and fi rst on American soil, this one 
with a $3.6 million winner’s check and 
a handshake from host Jack Nicklaus. 
The Norwegian’s previous wins were 
in Mexico twice and Puerto Rico.

It was a crushing loss for McCarthy, 
one of the purest putters on the PGA 
Tour. He showed his touch by saving 
crucial pars and playing bogey-free on 
a day when the average score was just 
under 75. His only bogey came on the 
18th hole - twice.

Rory McIlroy chipped in from be-
low the fourth green for birdie and had 
the lead on the front nine, but he gave 
away far too many shots on the back 
- three bogeys in a row - for a 75 that 

took him out of the picture.
Scottie Scheffl er closed with a 67 

and fi nished third and missed the 
playoff by one shot, remarkable con-
sidering he made the cut on the num-
ber. The No. 1 player in the world has 
not fi nished worse than 12th in his 13 
starts this year.

Tom McKibbin held off a German 
challenge with a 3-under 70 to win the 
Porsche European Open in his debut 
season on the European tour on Sun-
day.

The 20-year-old from Northern Ire-
land started the fi nal round as one of 
six players tied for the lead and went 
on to win by two shots.

Marcel Siem (71) and Maximilian 
Kieffer (70), who were both bidding to 
become the fi rst German in 15 years to 
win a tour event on home soil, shared 
second place, along with French player 
Julien Guerrier (72).

McKibbin built a two-shot lead after 
the front nine but bogeys on Nos. 11 
and 13 left him briefl y tied with Siem 
and Kieffer before he recovered with 
a birdie on the 15th. Instead of play-
ing it safe, McKibbin took a risk with 
his second shot on the 18th, playing a 
draw around a tree to hit the ball close 
to the pin for the eagle attempt.

Stephen Ames birdied the 17th hole 
and closed with a 5-under 67 on Sun-
day for a one-shot victory over Steve 
Stricker and Jerry Kelly in the Principal 
Charity Classic, giving Ames his third 
PGA Tour Champions title this year.

Logano completes podium

Busch edges Hamlin for NASCAR Cup Series win
MADISON, Ill., June 5, (AP): Kyle 
Busch had been in and out of his car 
through a lengthy weather delay. He 
had idled on the track through two red 
fl ags. He had kept his poise through 
11 cautions, including fi ve down the 
stretch as he tried to protect his lead.

Must have seemed like Sunday’s 
NASCAR Cup Series Race at World 
Wide Technology Raceway would 
never end.

It fi nally did in the twilight, though, 
some six hours after the green fl ag 
initially dropped. Busch got a big push 
from Denny Hamlin on the last restart 
and then held him off in a green-white-
checkered fi nish for his third victory of 
the year.

“That was pretty awesome, man, to 
sit on the pole, lead a lot of laps and 
have my guys do such a great job to-
day. It was pretty phenomenal for us,” 
Busch said. “We’re going to have a 
great time with this one. This one is 
pretty cool.” Bubba Wallace brought 
out the 11th and fi nal yellow when he 
was fi ghting for a top-10 fi nish and 
his brake rotor let go with fi ve laps re-
maining, the last in a series of broken 
rotors that ended the race for at least 
three other drivers.

Busch, who had held off Kyle Lar-
son on each previous restart, had one 
last phenomenal jump in him. He was 
well ahead of the rest of the fi eld by 
the backstretch with just over a lap 
left and was never seriously chal-
lenged by Hamlin after he took the 
white fl ag, giving Richard Childress 
Racing another victory after triumphs 
at Talladega and Auto Club Speed-
way.

“Any time we give him a car capable 
of winning, he’s going to win it,” Chil-
dress said. “Those last three or four 
or however many restarts, I thought 
that was pretty tough, but I knew he 
would do his job.” The win was es-
pecially gratifying for Busch’s crew 
chief, Randall Burnett, who not only 
produced a car fast enough to win the 
pole in his hometown but also made 
all the right calls on Sunday. Burnett 
hails from nearby Fenton, Missouri, 
and had plenty of friends and family 
in a sellout crowd of about 60,000 on a 
brutally hot late spring day.

“It means a lot to me coming home,” 
Burnett said.

Hamlin fi nished second while Joey 
Logano, the winner a year ago in the 
Cup Series debut at the track, got 
around Larson on the fi nal lap for 
third. Martin Truex Jr. rounded out 
the top fi ve ahead of Ryan Blaney, last 
week’s winner at Charlotte.

“Long day for sure,” Logano said 
after climbing out of his car. “There 
were four or five cars that were just 
better than us. We made some good 
adjustments at the end and we were 
in the hunt.” It was a long day for 
Corey LaJoie, who filled in for Chase 
Elliott in the No. 9 car for Hendrick 
Motorsports and spent most of the 
day near the back before finishing 
21st. Elliott was suspended for the 
race for intentionally wrecking Ham-
lin last week.

It also was a long day for everyone 
on pit stands. There were some techni-
cal issues that not only prevented them 
from having communication with 
teams back at their shops, but also lim-
ited the amount of data that they were 
able to see.

Kyle Busch (front), drives followed by Denny Hamlin (11) during a NASCAR 
Cup Series auto race at World Wide Technology Raceway in Madison, Ill. 

(AP)

Messi eyes Barca

Saudi Arabian soccer ‘league’ to
get more funding from Kingdom
RIYADH, Saudi Arabia, June 5, (AP): 
Cristiano Ronaldo is already in Saudi 
Arabia. Karim Benzema looks sure to 
be next. And as the oil-rich kingdom 
pursues Lionel Messi as well, it is 
making sure that money continues to 
fl ow into the domestic soccer league.

Saudi Arabia on Monday made its 
already obvious intentions in world 
soccer even clearer by announcing a 
“privatization project” for companies 
to spend more on clubs - part of the Vi-
sion 2030 national development policy 
promoted by Crown Prince Moham-
med bin Salman, who is also prime 
minister. 

Saudi public sector organizations 
also will be encouraged to invest in 
sports with teams in the national soc-
cer league a top priority.

“The Saudi Pro League … will be 
supported in its ambition to be amongst 
the top 10 leagues in the world,” the 

state-owned Saudi Press Agency said 
in a news release.

Ronaldo has been the headline at-
traction so far, joining the Al Nassr 
club in January on a reported salary of 
$200 million a year.

Benzema’s move to join his for-
mer long-time Real Madrid teammate 
in the Saudi league is expected to be 
confi rmed after he played an emotional 
farewell game Sunday after 14 years 
with the 14-time European champion.

Messi played his last game for 
Qatar-owned Paris Saint-Germain on 
Saturday and is weighing offers from 
Saudi Arabia and Inter Miami in Major 
League Soccer. He is also reportedly 
considering a potential return to Bar-
celona, where he spent 16 years before 
reluctantly leaving the fi nancially trou-
bled club for PSG in 2021.

The Saudi league has players from 
“over 40 different countries and has 
seen attendances increase by nearly 
150% in the last year,” the statement 
from the SPA said. “The privatization 
and ownership transfer of clubs aims 
to accelerate progress in a variety of 
sports across the kingdom further 
growing participation, providing cut-
ting edge facilities, increasing com-
petition and nurturing future champi-
ons.”

Saudi Arabia’s domestic soccer and 
homegrown players are also fl ourish-
ing.

The national team stunned Messi 
and Argentina with a 2-1 victory in 
their opening game at the World Cup 
in Qatar in November, and the Al-
Hilal club won the Asian Champions 
League title in 2019 and 2021.

 Barcelona has not given up hope 
of seeing Lionel Messi returning to 
the club despite increasing speculation 
about a pending move to Saudi Arabia, 
and his father said Monday that his son 
prefers to go back to the Catalan club.

Jorge Messi was in Barcelona and 
briefl y answered questions from re-
porters after reportedly meeting with 
club president Joan Laporta.Rose Zhang holds up the trophy after winning the Mizuho Americas Open golf tournament in Jersey City, N.J. (AP)
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Sports
Rokas Pukstas of the United 
States (right), and Uruguay’s 
Damian Garcia jump for a 
header during a FIFA U-20 
World Cup quarterfi nal soc-
cer match at the Madre de 
Ciudades stadium in Santiago 
del Estero, Argentina.  (AP)

León celebrates with the championship trophy after defeating Los Angeles FC in the second leg of the CONCACAF championship fi nal soccer match in Los Angeles. (AP)

LOS ANGELES, June 5, (AP): Lu-
cas Di Yorio scored in the fi rst half, 
and Club León secured its fi rst CON-
CACAF Champions League title 
with a 1-0 victory over Los Angeles 
FC on Sunday night.

León won the fi rst leg of the fi -
nal 2-1 in Mexico on Wednesday 
night, and the Liga MX club thrilled 
its thousands of traveling support-
ers with another winning effort at 
LAFC’s daunting BMO Stadium, 
highlighted by Di Yorio’s goal in the 
20th minute.

León fi nished sixth in the Liga MX 
standings last month, but took out 
the defending Major League Soccer 
champions with superior play in both 
legs. León is the ninth Mexican club 
to win the Champions League in its 
current format, which began in 2002.

LAFC won both the Supporters’ 
Shield and the MLS Cup last fall, but 
fell short of an unprecedented treble 
for an MLS club. A year ago, the Se-
attle Sounders became MLS’s fi rst 
Champions League winner in the cur-
rent format, making another argument 
for the leagues’ increasing equality.

But LAFC lost the Champions 
League fi nal for the second time in 
four seasons. The club also lost the 
2020 fi nal to Tigres after knocking 
off León with a second-leg comeback 
victory earlier in that competition.

With a hunger to gain international 
recognition for their remarkable suc-
cess in just six seasons of existence, 
LAFC’s coaches and executives 
had described this fi nal as the most 
important match in team history, al-
though most acknowledged the MLS 
titles mean more to fans.

León ‘claim’ maiden
Champs League title

Ruud qualifi es

Gauff reaches French Open
quarters for 3rd straight year
PARIS, June 5, (AP): Coco Gauff put 
aside a skinned knee and a bad stretch 
in the fi rst set to reach the French Open 
quarterfi nals for the third consecutive 
year with a 7-5, 6-2 victory over Anna 
Karolina Schmiedlova on Monday.

Next for Gauff could be a rematch 
against No. 1 Iga Swiatek, who beat 
the 19-year-old American in last year’s 
fi nal at Roland Garros. Swiatek was 
scheduled to face Lesia Tsurenko in 
the fourth round later Monday.

Gauff grabbed a 5-2 lead against 
Schmiedlova, but then things got more 
interesting. Gauff got broken while serv-
ing for the set at 5-2 and again at 5-4.

She helped the 100th-ranked 
Schmiedlova - who had never been 
past the third round at a major tour-
nament - with a double-fault, then 
dumped a forehand into the net to end 
a 21-stroke exchange, making it 5-all. 
In the next game, Gauff stumbled on 
the slippery clay in sun-splashed but 
windy Court Philippe Chatrier, scrap-
ing her right knee.

After she gathered herself to claim 
that set, Gauff was visited by a trainer, 
who placed a white bandage just below 
her knee. The edges of that patch began 
to curl up as Gauff played, and she re-
moved it soon after.

The other women’s quarterfi nal on 
the top half of the draw Wednesday 
will be No. 7 Ons Jabeur of Tunisia vs. 
No. 14 Beatriz Haddad Maia of Brazil.

Tuesday’s quarterfi nals are Austral-
ian Open champion Aryna Sabalenka 
vs. Elina Svitolina, and 2021 French 
Open fi nalist Anastasia Pavlyuchenkovs 
vs. Karolina Muchova. The only seeded 
player in the bunch is No. 2 Sabalenka.

Jabeur was the runner-up at Wim-
bledon and the U.S. Open last season, 
but she exited the French Open in the 
fi rst round and it was the only major at 
which she hadn’t been to the quarterfi -
nals until now. She got there by beat-
ing Bernarda Pera, an American ranked 
36th, 6-3, 6-1.

Jabeur managed to win all eight of 
Pera’s service games, helped by tak-
ing 15 of 16 second-serve points. Pera 
didn’t help herself, either, by making 
33 unforced errors to just 13 winners.

“I was expecting her to play better,” 
Jabeur said.

Haddad Maia reached her fi rst Slam 
quarterfi nal by outlasting 132nd-
ranked Sara Sorribes Tormo 6-7 (3), 
6-3, 7-5 in a fourth-rounder that lasted 
3 hours, 51 minutes.

Before this trip to Paris, Haddad 
Maia never had been past the second 
round at Roland Garros or any other 
Grand Slam tournament.

Like Jabeur, Casper Ruud made his 
way to two Grand Slam championship 
matches last season. And like Jabeur, 
he came up short each time.

The No. 4-seeded Ruud, the 2022 
runner-up to Rafael Nadal at Roland 

Garros and to Carlos Alcaraz at the 
U.S. Open, returned to the quarterfi nals 
in Paris by defeating Nicolas Jarry 7-6 
(3), 7-5, 7-5.

Jarry, who served an 11-month ban 
in 2020 for a positive doping test, went 
up 4-1 in the second set and 4-2 in the 
third, but Ruud turned things around 
each time.

Ruud’s quarterfi nal opponent will be 
No. 6 Holger Rune or No. 23 Francisco 
Cerundolo. Other men’s matches Mon-
day were No. 27 Yoshihito Nishioka 
vs. Tomas Martin  

 Some friendly advice, sports fans: If 
Carlos Alcaraz is playing, do not look 
away. Even for a moment. Because it’s 
likely he’ll conjure up some sort of 
highlight-worthy mix of ability, athlet-
icism and awareness that drops the jaw.

Anyone who’s watched him play 
lately knows this. Anyone who’s 
played against him lately knows this. 
And he knows this. Which is why 
the No. 1-ranked Alcaraz himself ac-
knowledged through that now-familiar 
smile that he’ll glance up at the stadi-
um video boards “a lot of times” to see 
a replay of what he just did.

Up to his usual tricks at Court 
Philippe Chatrier on Sunday, Alcaraz 
mixed a bit of this - a back-to-the-net 
’tweener lob - and a bit of that - a full-
sprint-then-slide wide of the doubles 
alley for a backhand winner at a seem-
ingly impossible angle - along the way 
to reaching the French Open quarterfi -
nals with a 6-3, 6-2, 6-2 victory over 
No. 17 seed Lorenzo Musetti of Italy.

“Today he showed,” Musetti said, 
“that he probably can win this tourna-
ment.”

First things fi rst. Next for Alcaraz, a 
20-year-old from Spain who won the 
U.S. Open in September, comes what 
could be a tougher test: 

Heat roar back in Game 2
Jokic 41-point effort in vain

DENVER, June 5, (AP): 
Staring down a 2-0 defi cit 
in the NBA Finals, as the 
visitors in a hostile arena 
where no road team had 
prevailed in more than two 
months, the Miami Heat 
decided to do what they’ve 
done throughout the post-
season.

They found a way. Against all 
odds. Again.

The Heat tied the NBA Finals 
and had to overcome a monster 
41-point effort from Nikola Jo-
kic to do it. Gabe Vincent scored 
23 points, Jimmy Butler and Bam 
Adebayo each had 21 and Heat 
beat the Denver Nuggets 111-108 
in Game 2 on Sunday night.

“Our guys are competitors,” Heat 
coach Erik Spoelstra said. “They love 
these kind of moments.”

Evidently.
They were down by as many as 15 

points, down eight going into the 
fourth, and those numbers signified 
they were going to lose. Denver was 
11-0 in these playoffs when leading by 
double digits at any point in a game, 
and 37-1 this season overall when 
leading by at least eight going into the 
fourth.

The Heat didn’t care. They out-
scored Denver 17-5 in the first 3:17 of 
the fourth to take the lead for good, 
eventually went up by 12, then frit-
tered most of it away and had to sur-
vive a 3-point try by Jamal Murray as 
time expired.

“This is the finals,” Adebayo said. 
“We gutted one out.”

Game 3 is Wednesday in Miami.
Max Strus scored 14 and Duncan 

Robinson had 10 - all of them in the 
fourth - for the Heat, who had a big 
early lead, then got down by as many 
as 15. They had no answers for Jokic, 
who was 16 of 28 from the floor, the 
last of those shots a 4-footer with 36 
seconds left to get the Nuggets within 
three.

Denver elected not to foul on the 
ensuing Miami possession and it paid 
off. Butler missed a 3, and with a 
chance to tie, Murray missed a 3-point-
er at the buzzer.

Denver lost at home for the first 
time since March 30, and for the first 
time in 10 home playoff games this 
year. And just as he did after a Game 1 
win, Nuggets coach Michael Malone 
sounded the alarm after a Game 2 loss.

“Let’s talk about effort,” Malone 
said. “I mean, this is the NBA Finals 
and we’re talking about effort. That’s a 
huge concern of mine. You guys prob-

BUENOS AIRES, Argentina, June 
5, (AP): Uruguay and South Korea 
advanced to the semifi nals of the Un-
der-20 World Cup on Sunday. 

The South Americans beat the 
United States 2-0 in Santiago del Es-
tero, dominating the match from start 
to fi nish. The Asian team, runner-up 
in the last U-20 World Cup in 2019 
to Ukraine, secured its spot with a 
1-0 victory against Nigeria thanks to 
a goal in extra-time.

Uruguay will take on Israel on 
Thursday, the same day South Korea 
will face Italy for a place in the fi nal.

South Korea scored the only goal 
of their match in the fi fth minute of 
extra-time. The header by Seok-Hyun 
Choi was one of the few chances ei-
ther team had during the encounter.

Uruguay opened the scoring in the 
21st minute after a counter-attack put 
Anderson Duarte in front of an empty 

goal. The Uruguayans doubled their 
lead in the 56th minute through an 
own goal by Joshua Wynder.

The United States did not concede 
any goals in their fi rst four matches 
in the tournament. 

“That’s life. If you don’t have 
enough, you don’t win,” U.S. coach 
Mikey Varas told the offi cial broad-
caster after the match. “They fought, 
they have what they had and they had 
a great tournament here.”

Uruguay coach Marcelo Brioli 
agreed that the fi rst goal of the match 
came when the U.S. team was domi-
nating.

“The fi rst minutes of the match 
were hard, but our team’s maturity 
made the difference,” Brioli said.

None of the four teams left in the 
tournament has ever won it. Uruguay 
was runner up in 1997 and 2013. 
Israel is playing in the U-20 World 
Cup for the fi rst time.
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Uruguay, South Korea advance to semifi nal

Norway’s Casper Ruud plays a shot 
against Chile’s Nicolas Jarry during 
their fourth round match of the French 
Open tennis tournament at the Ro-
land Garros stadium in Paris, Mon-

day. (AP)

South Korea’s Kang Sang-yoon 
(front), is challenged by Nigeria’s 
Daniel Daga during a FIFA U-20 
World Cup quarterfinal soccer match 
at the Madre de Ciudades stadium in 
Santiago del Estero, Argentina. (AP)

Miami Heat center Bam Adebayo (13) dunks while defended by Denver Nuggets forward Michael Porter Jr. (1) 
during the second half of Game 2 of basketball’s NBA Finals in Denver. (AP)

ably thought I was just making up some 
storyline after Game 1 when I said we 
didn’t play well. We didn’t play well. ... 
This is not the preseason. This is not the 
regular season. This is the NBA Finals.”

Murray had 18 points and 10 assists 
for Denver, while Aaron Gordon had 
12 points and Bruce Brown scored 11.

“They just played hard, and like I 
said, it was more discipline,” Murray 
said. “It’s defeating when you’re giving 
up mistake after mistake, and it’s not 
them beating you, you’re giving them 
open dunks or open shots. That’s tough 
to come back from.”

Strus, who was 0 for 10 in Game 1, 

had four 3-pointers in the first quarter 
of Game 2. Butler made a jumper with 
4:56 left in the opening quarter to put 
Miami up 21-10, tying the second-
biggest lead any opponent had built in 
Denver so far in these playoffs.

In a flash, it was gone - and then 
some.
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