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Sultan of Oman concludes fruitful state visit to Kuwait

—

emergency number 112

Amiri Diwan photos

KUWAIT REITERATES APPOINTMENT POLICY, NO WALK-INS

Biometric deadline pushed
back for citizens, residents

Sept 30 extension for Kuwaitis, Dec 30 for expats

Amiri Diwan photo

Kuwait’s Prime Minister Sheikh Ahmad Al-Abdullah Al-Sabah

shakes hands with Sultan of Oman Haitham bin Tariq as he con-
cludes his two-day state visit to Kuwait.

print process for citizens and expatriates.

To streamline the process, locations and working hours have been allotted at the
personal identification sections in the Criminal Evidence General Department at
the Interior Ministry.

The directive stressed the need to make appointments through the ‘Meta’ plat-
form via the ‘Sahel” application, indicating that walk-ins will not be accepted.

The ministry urged all those concerned to book their appointment before visiting
the designated centers.

KUWAIT CITY, May 14: First Deputy Prime Minister, Min-
ister of Defense and Interior Sheikh Fahad Yousuf Al-Sabah
recently issued a directive to extend the deadline for taking
biometric fingerprints — Sept 30, 2024 for citizens and Dec
30, 2024 for expatriates, reports Al-Seyassah daily.

The minister took this decision to ease and accelerate the biometric finger-

Kuwait, Oman ink 4 MoUs

KUWAIT CITY, May 14, (KUNA): The Sultan of Oman Haitham bin
Tariq and his accompanying delegation departed Kuwait on Tuesday
following a state visit.

His highness the Amir Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
saw off the Sultan of Oman and his accompanying delegation at the
airport.

He was also seen off by Prime Minister Sheikh Ahmad Abdullah
Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, First Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Defence and Minister of Interior Sheikh Fahad Yusuf Saud Al-Sabah,
Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs Shareeda Al-Muasherji, and Dep-
uty Prime Minister, Minister of Oil Dr. Imad Al-Atiqi and several other

FMs in Manama
ahead of summit

state officials.

Earlier, Sultan of Oman Haitham bin Tariq and the accompanying
delegation visited the Al-Salam Palace Museum on Tuesday.

His Highness Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, head of
the honorary delegation, accompanied Sultan Haitham during his

visit.

At the museum, the Sultan was received by Minister of the Amiri Di-
wan Affairs Sheikh Mohammad Al-Abdullah Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah.

During the tour of the museum, Sultan Haitham was shown histori-
cal artefacts and documents related to the history and culture of Ku-
wait, as well as the grand halls located in Al-Sala Palace where previ-

ous Kuwaiti Amirs frequented.

At the end of the tour, Sultan Haitham inked the register of honor at

the museum.

Continued on Page 5

Mina Al-Zour drives economic,
environmental gains: ministry

KUWAIT CITY, May 14,
(KUNA): Kuwait accomplished
significant economic and environ-
mental benefits since the establish-
ment and full operation of lique-
fied gas import facilities in Mina
Al-Zour, Chief of Public Relations
and Media at the Ministry of Oil
Sheikha Tamadhur Khaled Al-
Ahmad Al-Sabah stated.

Sheikha Tamadhur said this on
Tuesday during a discussion pan-
el organized by the department
in cooperation with Organization
of Arab Petroleum Exporting
Countries (OAPEC) on lique-
fied natural gas (LNG) industry;
its developments, challenges and
horizons.

Economic benefits of LNG
import facilities include saving
up significant sums of money due
to fuel consumption in electric
power plants, while environmen-
tal benefits lie in limiting carbon
emissions, and bettering air qual-
ity as LNG is considered an eco-
friendly energy source, explained
Al-Sabah.

Liquefied gas project is suf-
ficient for Kuwait’s current and
future demand of clean energy,
affirmed Al-Sabah adding that
the projects provide fuel to elec-
tric power plants specially within
peak summer times.

Mina Al-Zour import facility is
considered largest in the world in
storage capacity, as it is comprised
of eight storages, each with a ca-
pacity of 225,000 cubic meters.

As for OAPEC’s gas industry
expert, Wael Abdulmuti, he ex-
plained that the process is done
over four; extradition, liquefy-
ing, transportation and re-gasifi-
cation.

Continued on Page 5

Newswatch

KUWAIT CITY: Prime Minis-
ter Sheikh Ahmad Abdullah
Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah received
a telephone call early on Tues-
day from the UAE Vice Presi-
dent and Deputy Prime Minister
Sheikh Mansour bin Zayed Al-
Nahyan.

Sheikh Mansour expressed
his heartfelt congratulations
to Sheikh Ahmad Abdullah on
his appointment as prime min-
ister, extending good wishes to
him and the State of Kuwait so
it may witness further progress
and prosperity under the saga-
cious leadership of His High-
ness the Amir Sheikh Mishal
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sa-
bah.

Reciprocating, Sheikh Ah-
mad Abdullah expressed his ut-
ter gratitude and admiration for
Sheikh Mansour for the good
sentiments that depict the deep-
rooted and brotherly relations
between the two countries and
peoples. He also wished him
lasting health and wellbeing.
(KUNA)
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VIENNA: The demand for crudes
from the OPEC+ will increase
by about 900,000 barrels per
day from the level estimated for
2023, said OPEC in its monthly
report Tuesday.

The report stated that the de-
mand for OPEC+ crudes in 2025
will also remain unchanged
from the previous month’s as-
sessment, reaching 44.0 million
barrels per day, about 800,000
barrels higher than the level esti-
mated for 2024. (KUNA)

A rainbow appears in the sky over Kuwait City, Kuwait, on May 13, 2024. (Xinhua)

KUWAIT CITY, May 14, (KUNA): The
Kuwait Meteorological Department fore-
casts scattered showers, possibly accom-
panied by thunderstorms, starting from

noon tomorrow, Wednesday, until the
evening of Thursday.

Abdulaziz Al-Qarawi, the depart-
ment’s director, informed Kuwait News

Iran urges Kuwait
for gas field talks

TEHRAN, May 14, (Xinhua): Iranian For-
eign Ministry Spokesman Nasser Kanaani
called for Kuwait to re-engage in technical
discussions to resolve the ownership dis-
pute over the Arash gas field in the Gulf.

During a weekly press briefing in Teh-
ran, Kanaani emphasized the necessity
for technical and legal negotiations over
media discourse to determine the respec-
tive shares of the Arash gas field, referred
to as Durra by Kuwait and Saudi Arabia.

The spokesman claimed that maritime
boundaries between Iran and Kuwait re-
main undefined, making it premature to dis-
cuss the allocation of the field’s resources.

Kanaani reiterated Iran’s stance on re-
solving the matter through formal nego-
tiations and expressed Iran’s rejection of
any one-sided measures disregarding its
interests.

Continued on Page 5

Kuwait witnesses
rapid IT progress

KUWAIT CITY, May 14,
(KUNA): Dr. Ammar Al-
Hussaini, the Acting Director
General of the Central Agency
for Information Technology
(CAIT) has affirmed that Ku-
wait is witnessing a speedy
digital journey in information
technology, with artificial intel-
ligence (AI) playing a pivotal
role.

Al-Hussaini told KUNA dur-
ing the third “IDC Kuwait CIO
Summit 2024” that it aims to
highlight the essential role of
digitization and Al in paving
the way for unprecedented im-
provements in efficiency, pro-
ductivity and profitability.

He stressed the government’s
commitment in enhancing its
digital agenda in line with the

Continued on Page 5

Rain expected in Kuwait Wednesday, Thursday

Agency (KUNA) on Tuesday that the
rain will coincide with brisk northerly to
northeasterly winds, stirring up dust and
reducing visibility in exposed areas. Ad-
ditionally, sea waves are expected to rise
during this period.

Al-Qarawi elaborated that the coun-
try is influenced by a surface depression
along with a humid air mass, coinciding
with a weak depression in the upper at-
mospheric layers. This combination is an-
ticipated to bring about low and medium
clouds, interspersed with cumulus clouds.

The depression is projected to diminish
by late Thursday evening, allowing for
the advance of a high-pressure air exten-
sion. Consequently, weather conditions
are expected to stabilize, with clouds and
rain chances gradually diminishing. The
overall weather will be hot during the day
and moderate at night.

On Monday, the Meteorological De-
partment forecasted partly to mostly
cloudy skies along the coastlines, with
moderate to humid conditions. Winds
are expected to shift from southeasterly
to northwesterly, ranging from mod-
erate to strong speeds, occasionally
reaching 20 - 65 km/hour. There’s a
possibility of scattered rain, potentially
accompanied by thunder, along with a
chance of dust.

As night falls, temperatures will mod-
erate, particularly along the coastlines,
with partly cloudy skies.

MANAMA, May 14, (KUNA): The
preparatory ministerial meeting for the
33rd Arab Summit, due on Thursday,
kick-started in Manama on Tuesday with
conferees set to examine the summit draft
agenda that addresses issues related to
joint action and various topics, namely
Palestine.

Bahraini Foreign Minister Dr. Abd-
ullatif Al-Zayani took over the summit
chairmanship from his Saudi counter-
part, Prince Faisal bin Farhan, who had
headed the 32nd session, amid attendance
of Arab League Secretary General Ah-
mad Abul-Ghait and the State of Kuwait
Minister of Foreign Affairs, Abdullah Al-
Yahya, who was on top of his country’s
delegation.

The ministers are looking into draft
agenda of the forthcoming Arab Summit
and final statement of the top-level Arab
conference. The draft agenda includes
eight main topics related to common
Arab action in the political, economic, so-
cial, cultural, media and security realms,
in addition to cooperation with regional
and international blocs.

Among the issues on the table are the
Palestinian cause, prospects of activating
the Arab Peace Initiative, the Israeli occu-
pation breaches in the occupied Jerusalem,
supporting the State of Palestine’s budget
and the Palestinian people’s steadfastness.

Also according to the draft agenda,
the summiteers are scheduled to follow
up on the Israeli occupation’s settlement
schemes, the racial discrimination wall,
plights of the Palestinian prisoners and
the refugees, issues related to the humani-
tarian mission of the UN agency for the
refugees, the UNRWA, developments in
the occupied Palestinian territories and
Syria’s Arab Golan.

They will also look into other topics
such as solidarity with Lebanon, devel-
opments in Syria,
supporting  peace
in Sudan, condi-
tions in Libya and
Yemen, back-
ing Somalia, the
Union of Comoros
and a proposed
settlement to the
border strife be-
tween Djibouti and
Eritrea.

Moreover in the
summit  schedule
are Iran’s occupation of the UAE three
islands, Iran’s intervention in domestic
affairs of the Arab states, taking a unified
stand vis a vis Turkish forces’ breaches
of Iraq’s sovereignty, Turkish meddling
in Arab countries’ local issues and the
Ethiopian dam question.

At the international level, it addresses
the second Arab-Chinese Summit due to
be hosted by Beijing, establishing a part-
nership forum between the Arab League
and Asean, the Association of Southeast

Continued on Page 5
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Prayer Timings
Fajr ........ 03:28 Asr.......... 15:20
Sunrise .. 04:57 Maghrib .. 18:32
Zohr....... 11:44 Isha ........ 19:59

Expected weather for next 24 hrs:

By Day: Hot, partly cloudy and
relatively humid over coastal ar-
eas with light to moderate fresh-
ening at times northeasterly wind,
with speeds of 12-40 km/h with
a chance for rain that might be
thundery at times.
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Safe haven to guarantee rights: FM Al-Yahya

Kuwait marks 61 years of UN membership, vows to deepen partnership

KUWAIT CITY, May 14, (KUNA): On
the eve of the 61st anniversary of joining
the UN, Kuwait on Monday commended
the decades-long fruitful relations with
the international organization and af-
firmed commitment for taking this part-
nership to new high levels in the coming
years.

“As we celebrate the passing of over
six decades since Kuwait’s joining the
United Nations, we reiterate commitment
to steering relations with the UN toward
broader prospects for cooperation in the
coming years,” Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs Abdullah Al-Yahya said in a state-
ment on Monday.

He pointed out
that His Highness
the Amir Sheikh
Mishal Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
has affirmed Ku-
wait’s keenness on
retaining and up-
grading the deeply-
rooted  relations
with the UN during
his reception of the
UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres
on Sunday.

Minister Al-Yahya pointed since join-
ing the United Nations on May 14, 1963,
the State of Kuwait enjoyed a close part-
nership with the United Nations.

“Kuwait saw the United Nations as
a safe haven to guarantee its rights and
have its voice heard, and the appropriate
forum to harness its active diplomacy in
good international efforts,” he said.

“In turn, the United Nations, from day
one as well, saw the State of Kuwait as
a reliable partner who loves goodness
and peace, a supporter of multilateral
international action, and a participant
in the noble efforts and good offices of
the UN within the framework of its three
basic pillars: peace and security, sustain-
able development, and human rights,” he
clarified.

Minister Al-Yahya recalled the pivotal
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Abdullah Al-Yahya

role of the UN in liberating Kuwait from
the Iraqi occupation in 1991.

“This historical UN role has left an in-
delible memory in the minds of all Ku-
waitis,” he said, adding that Kuwait’s
liberation also has emerged as one of the
most success stories of the UN interven-
tion to establish and maintain internation-
al security and peace as part of its charter.

He shed light on Kuwait’s national
contributions to supporting the goals and
objectives of the United Nations.

“During its membership in the Security
Council for the periods 1978-1979 and
2018-2019, the State of Kuwait worked
effectively with the other members to
maintain international peace and security.

“In dealing with humanitarian crises,
the State of Kuwait was and still is one of
the first countries to support international
humanitarian response plans to alleviate
the suffering of the afflicted peoples.”

“On the development level, the role of
the State of Kuwait is pioneering in sup-
porting people and communities in order
to achieve sustainable development,” the
minister said.

The Kuwaiti top diplomat emphasized
that the UN and the international com-
munity can also count on the continued
active and vital participation of Kuwaiti
diplomacy in United Nations councils,
committees and meetings, especially the
United Nations General Assembly, as
well as the Human Rights Council, as the
State of Kuwait is a member of the Coun-
cil for the period 2024-2026.

On Sunday, His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Meshal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah received Sunday at Bayan Palace
United Nations Secretary-General Anto-
nio Guterres on the occasion of his visit
to the country.

During the meeting, the two discussed
the exemplary relations between Kuwait
and the UN, mechanisms promoting fur-
ther cooperation as well as efforts sup-
porting international peace and security
and coordination to achieve development
and humanitarian initiatives.

KUNA photo
Acting Director General of the Public Authority for Manpower Marzouq Al-Otaibi
holds talks with the Pakistani Ambassador to Kuwait Malik Muhammad Faroog.

PAM DG, Pakistan envoy hold talks

Kuwait to open doors for more
Pakistani professionals: official

KUWAIT CITY, May 14: Marzouq Al-
Otaibi, Acting Director General of the
Public Authority for Manpower, recently
met with Malik Muhammad Farooq, the
Ambassador of Pakistan, to explore av-
enues for bolstering cooperation in the
recruitment and employment of Pakistani
professionals, reports Al-Jarida daily .

In a press release issued on Sunday,
the Authority highlighted the signing of
a memorandum of understanding during
the meeting, underscoring the urgency
of addressing key issues related to Paki-
stani labor and working collaboratively
to resolve them. Al-Otaibi emphasized
the Kuwaiti labor market’s attractiveness
to workers possessing the requisite skills
and specialties, crucial for fulfilling the
market’s demands and furthering eco-
nomic development.

Al-Otaibi reiterated the Authority’s un-
wavering commitment to continually re-

fining the recruitment process, aligning it
with the nation’s developmental objectives
while ensuring mutual benefits for both
workers and their countries of origin. He
commended the longstanding and robust
ties between Kuwait and Pakistan, affirm-
ing the Authority’s dedication to nurturing
and sustaining this valuable relationship.

In response, Ambassador Malik Mu-
hammad Farooq expressed gratitude to-
wards Kuwait and the Public Authority
for Manpower for their diligent efforts in
addressing the concerns of the Pakistani
community within the country. He under-
scored the shared commitment to enhanc-
ing bilateral relations in a manner that
advances the interests of all stakeholders.

The meeting signals a concerted ef-
fort to streamline and enhance the labor
recruitment process, fostering closer col-
laboration between Kuwait and Pakistan
for the benefit of both nations.

MoE outlines school fund system

KUWAIT CITY, May 14: The Ministry
of Education (MoE) has outlined execu-
tive procedures for the school fund in the
upcoming academic year 2024/2025 that
must be followed by all school adminis-
trations, reports Al-Anba daily.

This information is contained in a bul-
letin that the ministry sent to all schools,
including religious education institutes
and special education schools. The pro-
cedures are as follows:

M It is necessary to adhere to Ministerial
Resolution No. (197/2000) and Bulletin
No. 15 of 1996.

B Cash amounts exceeding KD50 should
not be kept and must be deposited into the
school fund account before the end of the
fiscal year.

B Any outstanding amounts will be de-
ducted from the fund, and the remaining
scheduled payment will be disbursed.

B The school is not allowed to split pur-
chases of the same materials within a 30-
day period.

B Forms related to the school fund pub-
lication should not be deleted or altered.

M In the event of retirement or resigna-
tion of one of the parties, the process of
changing authorized signatories should
be carried out with sufficient notice.
M It is strictly prohibited to withdraw the
entire payment from the fund at once.
Instead, withdrawals should be made
in monthly payments, matching the in-
voices submitted. A detailed annual bank
statement must be attached, and the value
of payment invoices should not be less
than KD500.
B Checks should be used for invoices total-
ing more than KD100, with the condition
that the check is issued in the name of the
supplier (company or service provider).
B Coordinating purchases between dif-
ferent departments to avoid duplicate
purchases from the same company.
B There should be cooperation between ac-
counting units and financial management.
B All parties involved must ensure the
closure of the fund by March 31, 2025.
The ministry stressed that it is crucial
for all concerned entities to fully abide by
the provisions outlined in this bulletin.

Sultan of Oman visits Al-Salam Palace Museum

The Sultan of Oman viewing historical pictures of Kuwait rulers.

217,000 students go
to ’23/°24 final exams
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The Sultan of Oman presenting his views after the end of

Staff rotated to prevent ‘cheating’

By Abdul Rahman Al-Shammari
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, May 14:
The 2023/2024 academic year
final exams for students in
sixth to 11th grades — around
217,000 students — will start on
Wednesday.

The Ministry of Education has com-
pleted preparations for the exams peri-
od in coordination with the educational
districts and school administrations to
ensure the organized conduct of exams
and provide an appropriate environ-
ment for students to take the tests.

The total number of intermediate stage
students is about 130,000; while the
number of students in the 10th and 11th
grades in the scientific and literary sec-
tions reached 87,000 — 44,725 Grade 10
students and 42,365 Grade 11 students.

Acting Assistant Undersecretary for
Public Education Affairs Hessa Al-Muta-
wa set the regulations for the final exams,
the most important of which is rotating
the heads of the high school committees
from their original workplaces and not
assigning anyone with a first-degree or
second-degree relative to chair the exam
committees.

The daily obtained a copy of Al-Muta-
wa’s letter to the general directors of the

educational districts and the director of the
Religious Education Department, stating
the regulations for selecting the chairs of
the examination control committees for
the second semester of the 2023/2024 aca-
demic year, to provide them with the pro-
posed names of the chairs of the commit-
tees according to the locations that have
been approved for the 12th grade exams,
and that the committee chair should not be
at his original workplace and that there is
no exchange between committee chairs in
two workplaces.

She pointed out that the head of the
middle school committee that was cho-
sen as head of the 12th grade examina-
tion control committee will be an assis-
tant director at the secondary level; with
no first or second degree relative in the
12th grade and provided he is the assis-
tant principal, not the principal.

She requested that the districts assign
a member of the supervisory body with
the title of senior technical mentor, tech-
nical mentor, school principal or assistant
school principal as a resident supervisor
in accordance with the tasks assigned
at the headquarters of the second-round
committees for the secondary school
classes. She explained there are four
schools for boys and four schools for
girls, taking into account the appointment
of chairs and members of examination
control and grading committees for the
10th, 11th and 12th grades.

‘Avoid making fake reservations
to obtain Schengen travel visas’

KUWAIT CITY, May 14: The Ministry
of Foreign Affairs has advised citizens to
avoid making fake reservations to obtain
travel visas to Schengen countries, reports
Al-Anba daily.

According to the ministry, this practice
hinders applicants from obtaining a visa
and often leads to the rejection of their ap-
plication by the concerned embassy.

In a recent press statement, the ministry
emphasized the importance of dealing with
accredited offices through the concerned
embassies. It urged citizens to access the
official websites of these embassies and
refrain from dealing with unaccredited of-
fices or intermediaries.

It also highlighted the need to submit
the visa application well in advance of the
travel date and to adhere to the specified
date provided by the authorized office for
obtaining the visa. This will help prevent
delay in the issuance of the visa, it added.

Moreover, it reminded citizens to bring
all the required documents. Citizens are
urged to stay updated on bulletins issued

by the concerned embassies and to ensure
that information is obtained from official
sources. In case of emergency outside the
country, citizens should contact the min-
istry 24/7 using the emergency numbers
of Kuwait’s diplomatic missions abroad.
There is also a call center number available
for citizens in and outside Kuwait (+159
965), the ministry stated.

In another development, the ministry af-
firmed Kuwait’s solidarity and sympathy
with the friendly people of Afghanistan
in light of the devastating floods that have
affected the country, resulting in the loss
of dozens of lives, injuries to hundreds of
people, and the destruction of numerous
buildings and homes in Baghlan province
in northern Afghanistan.

In another press statement, the Ministry
extended Kuwait’s sincere condolences to
the people of Afghanistan and the families
of the victims affected by this disaster. It
also wished speedy recovery for the in-
jured.

the trip to Al-Salam Palace.

Ambassador Zhang Jianwei

Chinese envoy, Kuwaitis
attend language course

KUWAIT CITY, May 14: Chinese Ambassador to Kuwait
Zhang Jianwei attended the opening ceremony of the first Chi-
nese language learning class for Kuwait civil servants hosted
by the Kuwait China Culture Center. Dr. Mohammad Al-Jas-
sar, Secretary-General of National Council for Culture, Arts
and Letters (NCCAL), Mr. Xia Jianfeng, Director of the Cul-
tural Center, and about 40 Kuwaiti friends attended the event.

Ambassador Zhang said that in recent years, more and more
Kuwaiti friends hope to learn Chinese, understand China, and
strengthen cooperation with China. The Chinese Embassy in
Kuwait is willing to actively build a Chinese learning and ex-
change platform and welcomes more friends to learn Chinese
language and culture to gain an in-depth experience of China’s
development and better promote exchanges and cooperation
between the two countries in various fields.

‘Amir dissolution move
to heal political divide’

KUWAIT CITY, May 14: Former MP Dr. Jenan Bushehri
recently stated that: “Based on the constitutional oath I took
before the Almighty and the Kuwaiti people, an oath that does
not end with the termination of a position or the conclusion of
National Assembly membership, I affirm that loyalty to our
homeland and the Amir is an unwavering constant that cannot
be influenced by any action or decision,” reports Al-Rai daily.

She pointed out that “at this critical stage in our country’s his-
tory, the preservation of internal security and stability is of utmost
importance as we strive to prevent any
attempts, regardless of their source, to
undermine the security and safety of our
nation and its people. The Amiri decree
to dissolve the National Assembly and
suspend certain constitutional articles
has been issued to heal the deep rift that
has affected parliamentary life. We must
carefully consider the undeniable politi-
cal facts mentioned by His Highness the
Amir Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah, may Allah protect and pre-
serve him, as well as the serious imbal-
ances that have affected the three State
authorities. This necessitates prioritizing wisdom over reckless-
ness and dialogue over controversy. We must chart a new path
that achieves the desired reforms in our nation and restores the
constitutional responsibilities and tasks of the legislative authority
as soon as possible, and as envisioned by our founding fathers.”

She further stated: “The suspension of constitutional arti-
cles related to the legislative authority does not imply, in any
way, disregarding the remaining constitutional articles and
provisions. The absence of parliamentary oversight does not
mean the absence of popular oversight. From this perspective,
the government must safeguard the constitutional rights and
freedoms of citizens, most notably the responsible freedom of
opinion and expression, as long as it remains within the con-
fines of the law.

Bushehri
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A DIGEST OF PUBLIC OPINION

Amir's decision to put brakes
on ‘political chaos’ supported

“THE eloquent address delivered by
His Highness the Amir resonates pro-
foundly with its significance. However,
amidst the anticipation of the council’s
convening, criticisms had surfaced re-
garding its legitimacy, alleging con-
stitutional violations and overstep-
ping boundaries,” columnist Yaqoub
Youssef Al-Omar wrote for Al-Qabas
daily.

“These assertions stem from the pre-
rogatives bestowed upon His Highness
the Amir - may

God protect
him - predating
the constitu-
-

tion,  wherein
appointments
within the state
fall under His
Highness’s sole
discretion. Ob-
jecting to such
appointments  is
deemed a breach
of constitutional
protocol, demanding unwavering obe-
dience from all quarters, be it council
members or otherwise.

“Regrettably, the discourse has es-
calated to the extent of council mem-
bers threatening ministerial interroga-
tions even before their portfolios are
received, signaling a troubling and
baseless challenge to the authority. One
wonders, how can ministers operate
effectively amidst such hostility and
animosity? And what stance should be
taken by His Highness the Amir?

“The decision to dissolve the coun-
cil for a period of four years has been
met with resounding support from the
populace, owing to the transgressions
witnessed against the constitution and
the Amir’s powers. The path to recon-
ciliation remains obstructed as long as
these transgressors retain their posi-
tions within the council, impeding the
government’s efficacy and progress.

“Under His Highness’s visionary
leadership, the nation is poised for
comprehensive development, empha-
sizing progress and prosperity. De-
spite encountering myriad challenges,
including corruption and erosion of
national identity, Kuwait’s trajectory
toward growth is unmistakable.

“The dissolution of the council affords
ministers and officials the opportunity to
align with His Highness’s developmen-
tal vision, free from unwarranted dis-
tractions and retaliatory interrogations.
The Kuwaiti people stand united in soli-
darity behind His Highness, recognizing
that the nation’s advancement hinges
upon stability and collective effort.

“As progress unfolds, epitomized by
infrastructure improvements and re-
newed emphasis on combating corrup-
tion, Kuwaitis remain steadfast in their
commitment to preserving national iden-
tity and safeguarding citizens’ rights.

“In conclusion, we beseech God to
grant His Highness a long and prosper-
ous reign, serving as a beacon of guid-
ance and prosperity for all Kuwaitis.”

Also:

“His Highness Amir Sheikh Mishaal
Al-Ahmad, under Divine protection,
has issued a solemn decree to dissolve
the National Assembly and suspend
certain articles of the Constitution for
a period not exceeding four years,” col-
umnist Khaled Al-Arafa wrote for Al-
Anba daily.

“This decision, made within the
bounds of his constitutional authority,
was prompted by compelling reasons
rooted in the conduct of certain represent-
atives, who, in contravention of constitu-
tional principles, meddled in the selection
of the Crown Prince -- a prerogative in-
herently vested in His Highness.

“Moreover, objections were raised
against the inclusion of certain minis-
ters in the new government formation,
further encroaching upon the sovereign
powers of the Amir and jeopardizing
the nation’s welfare.

“The appointment of the Crown
Prince and Prime Minister rests un-
equivocally with His Highness, a fact
uncontested by all save a few repre-
sentatives who, even before the inaugu-
ration of the session, resorted to intimi-
dation tactics, pre-emptively excluding
nominated individuals.

“It behooved these representatives to
foster an atmosphere of collaboration,
refrain from exacerbating tensions, and
afford the nascent government an op-
portunity to prove its mettle, with ac-
countability to follow in the event of
failure. Regrettably, political instability
marred the arena in recent days, com-
pelling the leadership to take this dif-
ficult decision in the interest of national
preservation.

“Despite His Highness’s repeated
entreaties for cooperation in his ad-
dresses to the MPs, some remained ob-
stinate, precipitating the dissolution of
the Council due to their persistence and
undue interference; collaboration was
the linchpin for navigating through tu-
mult and forging a new chapter marked
by reforms, development, and prosper-
ity across all spheres of Kuwait’s eco-
nomic landscape.

“Looking ahead, we harbor optimism
that the forthcoming government will
operate as a unified entity, diligently
resolving the myriad issues confronting
our nation and its citizens. The time-
frame granted by our esteemed leader
affords ample opportunity for the gov-
ernment to effectuate tangible progress
and propel Kuwait toward economic
and developmental zeniths. The stage is
set for success; all that remains is stead-
fast commitment and collective effort.

“In a poignant remark, His Highness
underscored the principle that none
are exempt from the law’s purview.
Those found guilty of embezzling pub-

Yaqgoub Al-Omar

lic funds, regardless of their stature
or position, shall face retribution -- a
solemn assurance that accountability
will be meted out to every corrupt in-
dividual who has squandered the state’s
resources.

“As we traverse this pivotal junc-
ture, let us beseech Divine protection
for Kuwait and the Kuwaitis, shielding
them from all adversity and harm.”

g a Q

“Our youth, our hope ... Job op-
portunities, housing and the high cost
of living form the triangle that worries
Kuwaiti youths as they strive toward
self-building, achievement and family
stability. Our youths stand in confusion
and wonder: Why have our successive
governments not succeeded in finding
sustainable solutions that guarantee
a decent and reassuring life for the
youths, without them worrying about
the future, especially since they are in a
country that Allah showered with good-
ness and blessings? Is it difficult to find
sustainable solutions for the unemploy-
ment issue? Has providing suitable
housing for young people become a
dilemma? Has controlling the high cost
of living become difficult to achieve?”
columnist M. Adel Al-Jarallah Al-
Kharafi wrote for Al-Seyassah daily.

“The response to all of these ques-
tions is absolutely ‘no’. The Kuwaiti
youths are considered the pillar of the
future. Indeed, they are the future.
They are the next Kuwait. If we want a
bright future and a prosperous Kuwait,
then addressing their problems, achiev-
ing stability for them, and providing
their livelihood requirements, such as
good education, productive work and
decent housing, should be the gateway
to ensuring a decent life for them. These
could be the solid ground on which they
perform their role in serving their coun-
try. Should we not pay attention to that,
care about it and work for it?

“Let us take lessons from the experi-
ence of others, and compare those who
succeeded and those who failed. Let
us take Singapore, for example, which
is rich and has exemplary experience.
Lee Kuan Yew led Singapore for three
decades, moving it from a poor country
with limited resources to the ranks of
richer countries. What were his priori-
ties when he started? Education, pro-
ductive work, social stability, housing
and economic reform were all on his list
of priorities. The Singaporean youths
were at the heart of it all. His country
did not have resources or wealth. His
tools were insight, effective planning
and bold decision. Are these tools dif-
ficult for us to obtain?

“The bottom line here is that the
challenges we are facing, including
the problems of our youths that I men-
tioned, are neither exaggeration nor
difficult-to-solve dilemmas. All of their
solutions are within our reach. Lee
Kuan Yew’s priorities and tools will
help us and they are common in coun-
tries that have succeeded. It is enough
to point out that Singapore’s gross do-
mestic product exceeded $528 billion
last year. Itis a country poor in natural
materials, but rich in human resources.

“We must face our challenges with
sound vision and decisions, and prepare
our youths with knowledge and determi-
nation. A generation that is safe and re-
assured in the present will be the means
to a bright and promising future.”

g a Q

“Honestly and sincerely ... We are not
in the time of ‘Monday Books’. We are
not in the time of ‘Dignity of a Nation’.
We say to everyone who stated that the
situation got worse after the dissolution
of the National Assembly that did not
convene and the suspension of some ar-
ticles of the Constitution, we say to eve-
ryone in all honesty and sincerity: ‘Even
if we accept that the current situation is
politicized, it will not be worse than our
miserable situation, which the elected of-
ficials brought us to before they became
members!” columnist Talal Al-Saeed
wrote for Al-Seyassah daily.

“The semi-opposition went too far
and did not abide by the Constitution.
Their speeches included words that
were unjustified, and that we did not
hear before. They included impermissi-
ble profanity and blatant interference in
the powers of others, until they reached
the stage of overstepping the powers
of the supreme leadership -- the most
important of which is the appointment
of members of the executive authority.
They trampled on the heart of the Con-
stitution. Without fear or shame, each
of them tried to publicly place his hand
on what he imagined was his share of
the ‘cake’. All this happened while the
matter was still in its infancy.

“It has been proven that they seek
conflict, while the Constitution stipulates
cooperation. They are trying to pull the
country backward, instead of advanc-
ing and accelerating development. They
even divided our society into groups,
sections and names that they know but
we do not know. What is worse is that
they considered those who oppose them
and their orientations, especially on the
issue of fraud that became the talk of the
town, racist, blue-blooded or hostile to
their own democracy. As for the democ-
racy stipulated in the Kuwaiti Constitu-
tion, it effectively ended at the end of the
year 2000!

“The speech of His Highness the
Amir, may Allah protect and preserve
him, put the dots on the letters, and left
nothing to chance or misinterpretation.
He made all the facts clear, and put
the loyal Kuwaiti people before their
responsibilities, to bear with the lead-
ership the responsibility of putting all
things back on the right track.”

— Compiled by PFX Fernandes

Mol photo

The meeting in progress.

Mol, MoD coordinate
to holster cooperation

‘Security, stability priority’

KUWAIT CITY, May 14: A
coordination meeting was con-
vened between the General
Administration of Supervision
and Inspection of the Ministry
of Interior and the Military Po-
lice Command of the Ministry
of Defense with the objective
was to foster joint cooperation,
exchange experiences, and as-
sess operational practices be-
tween employees of the Minis-
tries of Interior and Defense,
both current and prospective,
reports Al-Jarida daily.

The Ministry of Interior, in a state-
ment said the meeting was convened in
accordance with directives from Sheikh
Fahd Al-Yousef, Undersecretary of

the Ministry of Defense and Acting
Minister of the Interior, and under the
instructions of Lieutenant General
Sheikh Salem Al-Nawaf, Undersecre-
tary of the Ministry of Interior.These
directives underscored the importance
of sustained efforts, cooperation, and
coordination among various military
sectors to uphold national security and
stability.

The statement elucidated that the meet-
ing was convened in the public interest
to enhance oversight over all employees,
reaffirm their commitment to military dis-
cipline, and uphold respect for military
ranks and citizens.This commitment aims
to preserve the reputation and prestige of
both the Ministries of Interior and Defense.
Furthermore, the meeting aimed at rein-
forcing disciplinary measures for violators
while recognizing and rewarding exemplary
conduct to motivate employees to strive for
excellence and dedication in their duties.

Teachers warned not to ‘ridicule students’

Upload academic certificates: Mok

KUWAIT CITY, May 14: The Ministry of
Education (MoE) has initiated the process
of notifying its employees who have not yet
uploaded copies of their academic qualifica-
tions for post-secondary certificates obtained
after the year 2000, reports Al-Jarida daily.
They are being reminded of the neces-
sity to upload these certificates on the Min-
istry’s website. Those who fail to comply
with this requirement within a week will
face appropriate measures, as warned by
the Ministry.
Furthermore, the

Ministry emphasized

that teachers are A
4 3 -
‘-’w

strictly ~ prohibited =
from  photograph- g |'
ing students’ answer |
sheets or sharing
them on social media
platforms.Violating
these  instructions
will subject the of-
fender to disciplinar .
action in accg)rdanc}e]: Dr. Al-Adwani
with Article 25 of Decree 15 of 1979.

Muhammad Al-Adwani, the Acting Un-
dersecretary for Legal Affairs, addressed a
letter to the Acting Undersecretary of Pub-
lic Education, Hessa Al-Mutawa, highlight-
ing instances where teachers photographed
answer sheets during exams and shared
them on social media platforms, leading to
ridicule.Al-Adwani stressed that such ac-
tions constitute a violation of the Civil Ser-
vice Law, which prohibits employees from
disclosing confidential work-related infor-
mation. Therefore, any teacher found pho-
tographing and sharing students’ answer
sheets will be held accountable administra-
tively and face disciplinary action.

In response to concerns raised by Al-
Mutawa, a legal opinion was sought regard-
ing the practice of photographing answer
sheets.The Ministry aims to issue a circu-

Society at risk

Digital drugs trending?

KUWAIT CITY, May 14: The Social
Socialists Association announced the
organization of a conference titled
“Recovery from Addiction ... and the
Journey of Social Integration” on May
20 at 9:00 am, to be held at the associa-
tion’s headquarters, reports Al-Jarida
daily.

Abdullah Al-Radwan, the Chairman
of the Board of Directors, emphasized
that contemporary societies are fac-
ing numerous negative phenomena,
particularly the proliferation of drugs,
including abuse, smuggling, and pro-
motion.

Al-Radwan expressed growing con-
cerns over the alarming prevalence
of narcotic substances among young
people, especially students. He high-
lighted the severity of the issue, stat-
ing that it poses a significant danger to
society and the future generations.Ad-
ditionally, he raised awareness about a
new form of addiction known as digi-
tal drugs, which experts and addiction
centers have identified as even more
perilous than conventional drugs.
These digital drugs utilize audio files,
often accompanied by visual stimuli,
which manipulate sensory perceptions
and can lead to addiction.

lar prohibiting this practice to preserve the
integrity and privacy of students during
exams. Penalties for violations will be out-
lined in the circular to deter such actions
and maintain the confidentiality of exams.

‘Animal welfare vital’
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‘We're proud of NATO-ICI
regional center in Kuwait’

KUWAIT CITY, May 14, (KUNA): NATO’s As-
sistant Secretary General for Political Affairs and
Security Policy Ambassador Boris Ruge has ex-
pressed his pride for NATO-ICI Regional Center
in Kuwait, making it the only in the region.
Speaking to KUNA after a discussion seminar
organized by the NATO-ICI Regional Center
and Istanbul Cooperation
Initiative entitled (NATO
dialogue), Ruge said that
his visit to Kuwait aims at
enhancing cooperation with

Kuwait in education, train- | o
ing, political dialogue, en- | | =
vironmental operations and e

looking into Kuwait’s prior-
itized needs.

The aim of the visit is also —
to enhance the NATO-ICI Boris Ruge
Regional Center in Kuwait’s
role with the Istanbul initiative making it an ac-
tive center for cooperation and training with the
participation of Kuwait, Qatar, UAE and Bahrain,
the ambassador added.

The seminar also hosted Kuwaiti figures such
as Assistant History Professor at Kuwait Univer-
sity Bader Al-Seef, Defense Undersecretary Dr.
Abdulla Mishal Al-Sabah, and some diplomats.

On his part, Al-Seef said that Kuwait had a piv-
otal role as the first Gulf country to join NATO as
a non-partner member 20 years ago.

He added that the (NATO dialogue) discussed
the strategic cooperation between Kuwait and
NATO, as Kuwait is an essential partner in boost-
ing regional stability and security in the Arabian
Gulf region.

Kuwait was the first country to join NATO’s
Istanbul Cooperation Initiative (ICI), which is a
platform established by NATO to promote securi-
ty cooperation on a bilateral basis between NATO
and partner countries in the broader Middle East
region, in June 2004.

New conditions set

One week deadline to
uproot ‘wedding tents’

By Muhammad Al-Musleh
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, May 14: In view of the decision to re-
move ‘wedding tents’ in public squares in one week, the
removal operation covers three locations -- Ardiya, South
Al-Sabahiya and behind Jahra Traffic Department.

Sources confirmed the discovery of regulatory, en-
vironmental and technical violations in setting up such
tents, which require radical treatment after removing
them and organizing the granting of license once again.

Sources disclosed some of the tents set up on State-
owned land are being utilized in a commercial and pri-
vate manner for years, while the regulations stipulate
that the license holder must have a one-month license
period from the date of issuance and it can be extended
for three similar periods.

Sources added that organizing wedding tents will be
subject to several conditions, most notably that the tent
be erected on vacant, unused land that does not ob-
struct traffic or disturb the comfort
of residents, adherence to techni-
cal requirements that do not harm
the environment, and staying away
from highways and high-voltage
lines with an area of no less than 500
square meters.

In this context, official spokes-
man and Director of the Public Re-
lations Department at Kuwait Mu-
nicipality Muhammad Al-Mutairi
announced that the Municipality
will not be lax in enforcing the law
against violators in accordance with Decree Law No.
105 of 1980 on State properties, as amended by Decree
Law No. 8 of 1988.

He explained that the owners of wedding tents must
remove these structures in order to return the land to its
natural state, so the Municipality can organize it accord-
ing to the new regulations.

He called on the owners of wedding tents set up on State
land to quickly remove them — before the warning period
ends, stressing that the supervisory teams will not hesitate
to remove the tents once the warning period ends.

Al-Mutairi

‘Australia will halt live

sheep exports hy sea’

KUWAIT CITY, May 14: Senator Murray Watt, the Austral-
ian Minister of Agriculture, announced the Australian govern-
ment’s decision to halt live sheep exports by sea starting from
May 1, 2028, reports Al-Qabas daily.

In response to this decision, the Australian Embassy in Kuwait
issued a statement affirming Australia’s commitment to regulat-
ing live sheep exports until the complete cessation date.The em-
bassy emphasized that existing animal welfare standards for ex-
porting livestock would continue to be upheld during this period.

Highlighting the enduring partnership between Australia
and Kuwait in the Gulf region, the embassy underscored the
significance of their collaboration in ensuring food security.
This partnership extends beyond livestock trade to encompass
grains, chilled meat, vegetables, and various other products.

Moreover, the embassy emphasized the robust relations be-
tween the two countries in investment, education, science, and
research domains.

Australia expressed its keenness to explore new avenues for
trade and cooperation, with a focus on supporting Kuwait’s
objectives in food security.

Two injured Al-Rai blaze

KUWAIT CITY, May 14: Two people suffered from shortness
of breath and heat exhaustion when a huge fire broke out in a car-
pentry shop in Al-Rai Al-Harfiya recently, reports Al-Jarida daily.

A source from Kuwait Firefighting Force (KFF) revealed
that the Operations Unit received a report about the fire inci-
dent. Firefighting teams from Al-Ardiya Al-Harifi, Shuwaikh
Industrial Area and Al-Shuhada fire stations were immediately
dispatched to the location, under the supervision of acting KFF
Director Major General Khaled Fahad.

The source added that the carpentry shop is located in an
area measuring 1,000 square meters; containing wood, dye and
other highly flammable materials.

The source confirmed that the fire was extinguished in record
time, indicating the officers from the Accident Investigation
Unit Department inspected the site to determine the causes of
the fire and open an investigation into the incident.
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Join the digital revolution: explore new digital economy program

Maastricht launches MBA In Healthcare for first time in Kuwait

Huwaila committed to welfare of
family; rights of women, children

Minister’s vision for corruption-free future

By Fares Al-Abhdan
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, May 14: Dr. Amthal Al-Huwaila,
Minister of Social Affairs, Labour, Family and Child-

Ambassador poses for a photo with PAM officials.

Indian envoy holds meeting with PAM chief

The Indian Ambassador to Ku-
wait, HE Dr Adarsh Swaika along
with his accompanying delegation
held a meeting with HE Marzouq
Dhaifullah Al-Otaibi, Acting Director
of the Public Authority of Manpower
(PAM), to explore avenues for en-
hancing bilateral cooperation.

The Public Authority for Man-
power stated that Al-Otaibi com-
mended the longstanding and
distinguished relations between
Kuwait and India across various
spheres.

Al-Otaibi affirmed the author-
ity’s commitment to fostering and
strengthening these relations,
emphasizing its earnest efforts
to attract skilled workers who ca-
ter to the needs of Kuwait’s labor
market and its economic develop-
ment.

During the meeting, discus-
sions revolved around the recruit-
ment and employment of Indian
professionals, as well as address-
ing pressing labor issues collab-
oratively with relevant authorities.

Al-Otaibi also underscored the
pivotal role of the authority in en-
suring legal protection for workers
and maintaining conducive work
environments that safeguard the
rights of all workers, including the
Indians working across various
sectors.

In response, Dr Swaika ex-
pressed gratitude to Kuwait, espe-
cially to the authority, for its efforts
in addressing issues concerning
the Indian community, acknowl-
edging the support provided.

hood Affairs, and Minister of State for Youth Affairs,
has emphasized her commitment to prioritizing family
welfare, women’s and children’s rights, and youth em-
powerment in the upcoming period.

In response to her appoint-
ment in the new government
formation, Al-Huwaila af-
firmed her dedication to ful-
filling the directives of His
Highness the Amir, particu-
larly in combating corruption
and safeguarding democracy
for the betterment of Kuwait
and its people.

She pledged to translate the
noble directives of His Highness
the Amir into tangible actions
to compensate for any previ-
ous shortcomings in Kuwait’s
progress and development, em-
phasizing the weight of respon-
sibility and the importance of
integrity.

Al-Huwaila vowed to dili-
gently serve Kuwait’s interests
across various sectors within her
ministries, committing to root
out corruption with unwavering
determination.

She emphasized her adminis-
tration’s goal to contribute to Ku-
wait’s growth and international
reputation positively.

Echoing the vision articulated
by His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Mishal Al-Ahmad, Al-Huwaila
expressed her aspiration to con-
struct a “new Kuwait” devoid of
corruption, aligning her efforts
with this noble objective.
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KUWAIT CITY, May 14: Dr. Abdullah
Al-Sanad, the official spokesperson for the
Ministry of Health, highlighted the impor-
tance of acquiring administrative skills, par-
ticularly for health practitioners, as they are
crucial for delivering top-quality services,
communicating effectively with all stake-
holders, and managing health institutions
and facilities. Additionally, he also stressed
the importance to continue to develop the
various professional skills, and that it is a
pleasure for him to experience the medical
staff retaining the passion for science and
continuous education, after many years of
study and professional practice, through the
Master of Health Care Administration por-
tal, expressing his reassurance for a promis-
ing future for the health system in the State
of Kuwait,

Mr. Khaleel Al Abdullah, Chairman of
the Board of Trustees at Maastricht School,

announced introduction of a new major
every year to keep pace with the global
developments, such as the digital economy
program to be introduced next year. He also
shared his hope that the institution will help
cultivate accomplished and impactful man-
agers and leaders who will drive the devel-
opment objectives and sustained growth of
the State of Kuwait.

Mrs. Yasmine Al-Muslim, the CEO of
Maastricht School, said: We do consider
them as students in the traditional sense, but
rather as partners with whom we exchange
knowledge, science and experience, while
our partnership with them will continue
after the graduation in several aspects,

including teaching after obtaining PhD,
teaching assistant, consulting with their
institutions and others, stressing that the
medical cadres joining the school is a safe
way to realize their ambitions.

e
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Al-Sayer during a meeting with Al-Khatib and Al-Mamouri.

Arab relief officia

S ‘praise’

KRCS humanitarian efforts

KUWAIT CITY, May 14: Two Arab relief
officials have commended the Kuwait Red
Crescent Society for its significant role in
delivering relief aid to those in need world-
wide, particularly in the Gaza Strip, reports
Al-Jarida daily.

Following their meeting with Dr. Hilal
Al-Sayer, Chairman of the Board of Direc-
tors of the Kuwait Red Crescent Society,
the officials emphasized the importance of
cooperation, partnership, and coordination
with the society, recognizing its outstand-
ing contribution to relief and humanitarian
efforts.

Dr. Younis Al-Khatib, Chairman of the
Board of Directors of the Palestinian Red
Crescent Society, praised the Kuwait Red
Crescent as a key supporter and collabora-
tor, highlighting Kuwait’s ongoing support
for the Palestinian people, even in the most
challenging circumstances.

He acknowledged Kuwait’s aid to Gaza,
including the recent assistance and the de-
ployment of a volunteer medical delegation.

Discussions during the meeting focused on
the Kuwait Red Crescent’s efforts in Gaza,
including the operation of a field hospital
in Rafah, as well as its projects across Pal-
estine, encompassing Jerusalem, the West
Bank, and other cities.

Dr. Yassin Al-Mamouri, Chairman of the
Board of Directors of the Iraqi Red Cres-
cent Society, also commended the Kuwait
Red Crescent’s significant contributions to
relief and humanitarian work, particularly
in Iraq, Syria, Sudan, and Gaza. The meet-
ing addressed various topics, including the
inauguration of a health center in Basra,
southern Iraq.

Dr. Al-Sayer reiterated the Kuwait Red
Crescent Society’s commitment to pro-
viding support to those in need through
collaboration and coordination efforts.
He emphasized the society’s dedication
to participating in humanitarian endeav-
ors on behalf of Kuwait, extending sup-
port and assistance to those affected by
disasters.

23rd meeting gets underway

GCC news agency directors meet aims to
achieve total cooperation in media field

KUWAIT CITY, May 14, (KUNA): The
23rd Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC)
news agencies directors’ meeting com-
menced Monday, aiming to achieve total
cooperation through a myriad of different
fields in media.

The virtual meeting took place on Mon-
day in participation with the Deputy Direc-
tor General of the Administrative, Finan-
cial, and Communications Affairs Sector at
Kuwait News Agency (KUNA), Moham-
mad Al-Mannai.

The meeting highlighted various issues,
including a study on the fabricated and mis-
leading news submitted by KUNA, the joint
application efforts of Gulf news agencies,
and the adoption of the 2023-2030 general
strategic framework for further media coop-
eration between GCC countries.

During the meeting, it was deemed
agreeable to conduct and hold training
courses in GCC news agencies and photo
exhibitions for the Supreme Council of
GCC leaders.
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Le Fleischer holds press conference

French envoy urges Kuwait to apply for Francophonie summit participation

KUWAIT CITY, May 14: The
French Ambassador to Kuwait,
Claire Le Fleischer, remarked on
Kuwait’s potential participation
in the upcoming Francophonie
Summit in France this October.
She noted Kuwait’s expressed
interest in joining the Francopho-
nie but highlighted the necessity
of an official application before
the summer deadline, reports Al-
Qabas daily.

Speaking at a press conference
hosted at her residence during
the festivities attended by His
Highness Sheikh Nasser Moham-
med, Le Fleischer elaborated on
the Council for the Promotion
of Francophonie in Kuwait’s en-
dorsement of Kuwait’s bid for
membership in the International
Organization of Francophonie.
She emphasized the significance
of Kuwait’s accession as a nota-
ble achievement.

wait’s current non-membership
status, Le Fleischer highlighted
ongoing constructive dialogues
between French authorities and
Kuwaiti counterparts since Sep-
tember. She reiterated the Coun-
cil’s readiness to support Kuwait
throughout the nomination pro-
cess should Kuwait decide to
pursue membership.
Emphasizing Kuwait’s strong
affinity for the French language
and culture, Le Fleischer lauded
His Highness Sheikh Nasser Mo-
hammed’s unwavering dedica-
tion, dubbing him the spiritual fa-
ther of Francophonie in Kuwait.
His consistent advocacy and sup-
port since the 1980s culminated
in his honorary presidency of
the Council for the Promotion of
Francophonie in Kuwait in 2021.
Le Fleischer underscored Ku-
wait’s
French language and culture,

significant interest in

waitis demonstrating keen inter-
est. Notably, French has become
the third most taught language
in Kuwait, with around 30,000
students enrolled across public
and private schools. Annually,
around 10,000 students success-
fully obtain the French Baccalau-
reate degree.

Some of the objectives of the
Council for the Promotion of
Francophonie
M Strengthening the work carried
out by the International Organi-
zation of Francophonie
B Introducing Kuwaitis of all
ages, especially the younger gen-
erations, to the collective face of
Francophonie
M Strengthening French commu-
nication networks in Kuwait and
facilitating cooperation
B Organizing French-speaking

Al-Qabas photo

While acknowledging Ku-  with approximately 500,000 Ku-  diwaniyahs Photo taken during the press conference event.
Omani and Kuwaiti markets.
Ira“ urg es Al-Yousef pointed out that the two gov-

Continued from Page 1

The Durra gas field, situated in the Gulf,
continues to be a focal point of geopoliti-
cal tensions among Iran, Saudi Arabia, and
Kuwait.

Saudi Arabia and Kuwait signed a devel-
opment agreement in March 2022, claiming
the field in its entirety, while Iran has con-
demned the accord as “illegal” and contrary
to earlier negotiations.

Mina Al-Zour

Continued from Page 1

The liquefying stage is considered of the
highest expense taking up around 50 per-
cent of total cost, mentioned Abdulmuti.

Gas transportation fleet includes some
730 vessels transporting liquefied gas from
21 exporting countries, the large fleet ap-
pealed to newer markets, illustrated the gas
expert.

Arab states make up around 28 percent of
total liquefied gas exports, with more than
112 million tons for the year 2023.

Several factors contributed to supporting
LNG trade, expounded Abdulmuti, includ-
ing desire to diversify resources and rev-
enues, environmental dimensions and sea-
sonality of demand in some markets.

Mina Al-Zour, operational since 2021 is
of a unique status in the region, remarked
Abdulmuti adding that it had enabled Ku-
wait to diversify its gas supply sources.

Kuwait witnesses

Continued from Page 1

Kuwait Vision 2035 (New Kuwait) and
the Kuwait 2040 Upstream Strategy, as
well as adopting emerging technologies in
both the public and private sectors.

Al-Hussaini added that the summit
would enhance constructive discussions
between leading technology companies in
the region and influential decision-makers
in the field of ICT, in addition to provid-
ing an important platform to explore the
advanced role of Al in shaping the future
of IT and accelerating digital transforma-
tion in all of Kuwait.

A group of speakers will participate in
the one-day summit, to discuss several
topics about Al and its impact on tech-
nology, the summit’s program includes
expert-led sessions and panel discussions.

Sultan of Oman

Continued from Page 1

On Monday Kuwait and Oman ham-
mered out four memoranda of understand-
ing for furthering industrial, investment,
economic and diplomatic cooperation.

The memos were signed on the sidelines
of the Kuwaiti-Omani trade and invest-
ment forum held at the Kuwait Chamber of
Commerce and Industry on the occasion of
the Sultan of Oman Haitham bin Tariq Al
Said’s state visit to Kuwait.

The signed memos deal with coopera-
tion in standardization, direct investment,
diplomatic studies and training as well as
cooperation between the Kuwait Invest-
ment Authority and the Omani Investment
Authority.

Speaking during the forum, Kuwait’s
Minister of Trade and Industry and Min-
ister of State for Communications Affairs
Omar Al-Omar said trade relations between
the two Arabian Gulf countries have been
remarkably developed over the past years.

He noted that the value of non-oil trade
exchange between the two countries has
reached over KD 124 million (about USD
403.2 million) in 2023, compared to KD
103 million (about USD 334.9 million in
2022, up 20.4 percent.

“This reflects the strength and diversity of
trade relations and their continuous growth
and development,” Minister Al-Omer said.

He stated that forum serves as a platform
for exchanging visions and ideas; explor-
ing investment opportunities; discussing
challenges and obstacles facing investors;
and putting forward recommendations for
improving trade and investment exchange.

He stressed Kuwait’s keenness to over-
come the challenges and difficulties that
may face Omani companies wishing to en-
ter the Kuwaiti market and to facilitate the
entry of Kuwaiti companies into the Omani
market.

In his speech, the Omani Minister of
Trade, Industry and Investment Promotion
Qais Al-Yousef said the forum, attended
by an elite group of business owners from
both sides, is the best evidence of the two
countries’ interest in enhancing trade and
investment cooperation.

The Sultanate of Oman seeks to diversify
its imports and enhance its exports, he said,
urging business owners from both sides to
explore the emerging opportunities in the

ernments seek to provide all facilities, in-
centives and capabilities to allow the private
sector to contribute to achieving prosperity
and sustainable growth in the two countries.

He affirmed that the sisterly State of Ku-
wait is a vital strategic partner for the Sul-
tanate of Oman.

Additionally, His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Meshal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sa-
bah held an official session of talks Monday
with Sultan of Oman Haitham bin Tariq at
Bayan Palace.

During the talks, the deep-rooted ties be-
tween the two countries were touched on as
well as boosting bilateral relations in vari-
ous fields, said Minister of State for Amiri
Diwan Affairs Sheikh Mohammad Abdul-
lah Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah.

The talks also dealt with ways of expand-
ing frameworks to support and enhance the
progress of the GCC, the most prominent
issues of common interest, and the discus-
sions of some matters in light of the latest
events regionally and globally.

The talks were attended by Prime Min-
ister Sheikh Ahmad Al-Abdullah Al-Sabah
and top officials from both countries.

Sultan of Oman Haitham bin Tariq Al-
Said also received Monday Kuwaiti Prime
Minister Sheikh Ahmad Al-Abdullah Al-
Sabah at Bayan Palace.

The meeting was attended by the Head of
the accompanying honorary delegation, His
Highness Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad
Al-Sabah.

Later that evening, His Highness the
Amir Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah held a dinner banquet Monday
in honor of Sultan of Oman Haitham bin
Tareq Al-Said and his accompanying del-
egation, on the occasion of his state visit to
Kuwait.

FMs in

Continued from Page 1

Asian Nations, supporting Egypt’s nomina-
tion of Dr. Khaled Al-Anani for the director
general’s post of the UNESCO, the United
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultur-
al Organization.

Furthermore, the agenda includes various
economic, social, media and legal files as
well as the climatic change issue, the Arab
human rights strategy and the common anti-
terrorism  strategy,

The other scheduled topics are maintain-
ing the Arab nation’s security, fighting ter-
rorism, setting up an Arab organization for
combating terrorism, resolutions filed by the
Council of Economic and Social Affairs and
the planned final statement of the summit.

Preparatory meetings for the summit
started in Bahrain last Saturday.

Kuwait’s Foreign Minister Abdullah
Al-Yahya met Tuesday Saudi counterpart
Prince Faisal bin Farhan Al-Saud, on the
sidelines of the preparatory ministerial
meeting for the 33rd Arab Summit.

During the meeting, both sides touched
on the bilateral ties between the two coun-
tries and the latest regional and global
events as well as the items of the ministerial
meeting agenda.

An Arab Ministerial Working Group held
on Tuesday a meeting ahead of the Bahrain
summit scheduled Thursday to devise a
plan in support of Somalia’s sovereignty.

During the preparatory Foreign Ministers
meeting for the Arab Ministerial Group in
favor of Somalia’s autonomy presented-
pending approval-at the Summit in Bahrain.

The meeting was headed by the Somali
Group and includes committee members
from Bahrain, Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Mau-
ritania, Djibouti, and the Secretary-General
of the Arab League Ahmad Aboul Gheit.

The meeting resumed its agenda to imple-
ment League Council Resolution No. (8988)
from January 17, 2023 supporting Somalia’s
territory and sovereignty defense.

The Working Group reaffirmed the Arab
position in rejecting and voiding the Mem-
orandum of Understanding signed between
Ethiopia and Somaliland, underscoring the
Arab League Council’s solidarity and sup-
port of Somalia.

Resolution 8988 rejected current and
future legal, political, commercial, or mili-
tary implications hostile towards Somalia,
highlighting the diplomatic ties between the
Arab League and Somalia.

The meeting addressed the Arab role and
plan in supporting Somalia’s sovereignty
fully, as well as supporting Somalia’s ef-
forts in defending its territories through
combating terrorist attacks threatening it.

Somalia’s efforts in confronting threats
to its lands and territories, affecting its
people and economy, are accepted and sup-
ported by the Arab League and the Arab
Ministerial Working Group.

In a scene that reflects Arab’s solidarity
and unity, streets of the Kingdom of Bah-
rain were decorated with banners titled
“Arab leaders welcome to Bahrain of har-
mony, love and peace.”

The banners featured photos of Arab
leaders and some with the phrase “Wel-
come to Bahrain Arabism” as Bahrain is
hosting the 33rd Arab League summit.

Cultural activities helpful to
boost Kuwait-UK ties: envoy

Al-Sadu Society kicks off London exhibition

LONDON, May 14,
(KUNA): The State of
Kuwait Ambassador

to the United Kingdom
Badr Al-Awadhi has af-
firmed significance of
cultural and artistic exhi-
bitions for bolstering the
bonds of friendship and
cooperation between Ku-
wait and the UK.

The ambassador made the
remarks as he inaugurated Al-
Sadu Society’s exhibition at
the Kuwaiti Embassy in Lon-
don, held late on Monday, in
an event that coincided with the
two countries’ celebration of the
125th partnership anniversary.

The ceremony was attended by
the British Minister of State for
the Middle East, North Africa,
South Asia and the United Na-
tions, Lord Tariq Ahmad, Arab
and foreign diplomats, British
MPs and academics.

Ambassador Al-Awadhi ex-
pressed gratitude to the two
countries’ foreign departments,
Al-Sadu Society, represented by
Chairperson Sheikha Bibi Duaij
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, for supporting
such a distinguished cultural event
that promotes creative works of
Kuwaiti citizens.

Diplomacy

Cultural activities contribute to
diplomacy and constitute a sub-
stantial foundation for strength-
ening bonds and ties between the
two countries, he said.

On his part, Lord Ahmad lauded
the society’s organization of the
exhibition marking the 125th an-
niversary of the Kuwaiti-British
partnership.

Lord Ahmad said his participa-
tion in the event sincerely reflect-
ed the special status of the State of
Kuwait in the UK and London’s
keenness on promoting the bilat-
eral relations.

Such activities contribute to in-
teraction among nations and give
a chance to the youth to partake
in shedding light on the national
heritage, he added,

On her part, Sheikha Bibi ex-
pressed gratitude to the Kuwaiti
ambassador and his staff for giving
a hand in organizing the gallery.

The exhibition aims at promot-
ing the national Kuwaiti heritage
in a fashion mixing ingenuity and
modernity, she said.

AlSadu Society launched the
exhibition as part of the Interna-
tional Crafts week event, which
coincides with the 125th anniver-
sary of the Kuwaiti-British part-
nership.

Exhibition

The week-long exhibition, en-
titled (Mawra the Loom: Contem-
porary Expressions of the Art of
Sadu), presents a group of con-
temporary expressions inspired by
the traditions and aesthetics of the
art and craft of Sadu.

The exhibition includes a variety
of artworks designed by Kuwaiti
artists, including textiles, jewelry,
furniture, and modern vehicles, all
inspired by traditional Sadu tex-
tile designs, to tell a cultural story
about modern artistic expression
and innovation in Kuwait.

The exhibition includes a variety
of artworks designed by Kuwaiti
artists, including textiles, jewelry,
furniture, and modern vehicles, all
inspired by traditional Sadu tex-
tile designs, to tell a cultural story
about modern artistic expression
and innovation in Kuwait.

A number of Kuwaiti artists
are participating in the exhibi-
tion, including Ali Al-Yusifi, Alia

The Kuwaiti Ambassador to the UK and the British Minister of State for the Middle East, North Africa, South
Asia, and the UN attended the opening of the Sadu Society exhibition at the London Embassy.

KUNA photos
Ambassador Ahmad Al-Awadhi and Lord Tarig Ahmad attend the opening of the Sadu Society exhibition
in London.

‘New law, decisions in each gov’t agency level vital’

No decision on unifying job bonus amounts

KUWAIT CITY, May 14: The
Civil Service Commission (CSC)
has not issued any decision or in-
struction to implement or conduct
a study on unifying the excellent
job performance bonus amounts
across  government  agencies,
reports Al-Anba daily quoting
sources.

Sources explained that unify-
ing the amounts of bonuses in all
ministries, government agencies
and institutions requires a new law
and decisions at the level of each
government agency.

Sources said the first step will be
the cancellation of the current sys-
tem applied in each government

agency, which is based on aca-
demic certificates and varies from
one agency to another. Sources
pointed out that issuing a decision
to unify the bonus amounts with-
out canceling the current system
will result in conflict; as the ex-
isting employees will continue to
receive the present bonus amount,
while new employees will receive
the new amount.

Sources revealed that by the end
of this year, the fingerprint atten-
dance system will be activated for
all employees in ministries, institu-
tions and government agencies us-
ing the CSC’s automated system
to ensure that they receive the full

bonus.

Sources stated that this activa-
tion aims to implement the annual
job performance evaluation ac-
cording to the standards and regu-
lations of the CSC, ensuring that
employees receive the 30 percent
attendance rate they are entitled
to. If this rate is achieved, employ-
ees will know before the end of the
year that they will receive the full
bonus, sources added.

Sources clarified that activating
the fingerprint attendance system
does not involve deducting em-
ployees’ salaries. “The CSC has
no relation to the process of salary
deductions,” they stressed.

Al-Fares, Farah Bastaki, Nadi
Al-Marzouq, Hussam Al-Rashid,
Kawthar Al-Saffar, Laila Al-Ha-
mad, Manal Al-Maimoni and Mu-
nira Al-Sharhan.

The society’s Art and Design
Committee, headed by Sheikha
Bibi Duaij Al-Jaber Al-Sabah,

supervised the development and
organization of the event.
Marking the occasion, Sheikha
Bibi Al-Duaij invited visitors to
this exhibition to enjoy and taste
the artistic creations of skilled
craftsmanship, their contemporary
translation, the basics of Sadu in-

scriptions and designs, their bright
colors, decorations, and cultural
meanings and history.

AlSadu Society is a non-profit,
self-sustained organization dedi-
cated to preserving, documenting,
and promoting Kuwait’s rich and
diverse textile heritage.
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Russia prez to make
‘state visit’ to China

BEIJIING, May 14, (AP): Russian President Vladimir
Putin will make a two-day state visit to China this
week, the Chinese Foreign Ministry said Tuesday, in
the latest show of unity between the two authoritarian
allies against the US-led Western liberal global order.

Putin will meet Chinese leader Xi Jinping during
his visit starting on Thurday, the ministry said, saying
the two leaders would discuss “cooperation in various
fields of bilateral relations ... as well as international
and regional issues of common concern.” No details
were mentioned.

The Kremlin in a statement confirmed the trip and
said Putin was going on Xi’s invitation. It said that this
will be Putin’s first foreign trip since he was sworn in
as president and began his fifth term in office.

China has backed Russia politically in the conflict
in Ukraine and has continued
to export machine tools, elec-
tronics and other items seen as
contributing to the Russian war
effort, without actually export-
ing weaponry.

China is also a major export
market for energy supplies that

e’ keep the Kremlin’s coffers full.
— China has sought to project
itself as a neutral party in the

conflict, but has declared a “no

Putin limits” relationship with Rus-

sia in opposition to the West.
The sides have also held a series of joint military drills
and China has consistently opposed economic sanc-
tions against Russia in response to its now two-year-
old campaign of conquest against Ukraine.

The two continent-sized authoritarian states are
increasingly in dispute with democracies and NATO
while seeking to gain influence in Africa, the Middle
East and South America.

g a Q

Russia arrests another official: Russian authori-
ties arrested another senior Defense Ministry official
on charges of bribery, authorities said Tuesday, days
after President Vladimir Putin replaced the defense
minister in a Cabinet shake-up and amid expectations
of further purges at the ministry.

The Investigative Committee, Russia’s top law
enforcement body, wrote in a statement that Lt. Gen.
Yury Kuznetsov, the chief of the ministry’s main per-
sonnel directorate, was arrested on charges of bribery
and placed in custody pending investigation and trial.

Kuznetsov is accused of accepting an exceptionally
large bribe, a charge punishable by up to 15 years in
prison, the statement said. The official’s home and
other properties were searched, the Investigative
Committee reported, and the authorities seized gold
coins, luxury items and 100 million rubles (just over
$1 million) in cash.

Putin replaced Sergei Shoigu as defense minister
Sunday in a Cabinet shakeup.

g Q Q

‘US arms to make a difference’: US Secretary of
State Antony Blinken said Tuesday that American
military aid on its way to Ukraine will make a “real
difference” on the battlefield, as the top diplomat
made an unannounced visit to reassure an ally facing a
fierce new Russian offensive.

In increasingly intense attacks along the northeast-
ern border in recent days, Moscow’s troops have cap-
tured around 100 to 125 square kilometers (about 40
to 50 square miles) of territory that includes at least
seven villages, according to open source monitoring
analysts. Though most of those villages were already
depopulated, thousands of civilians in the area have
fled the fighting.

g Q Q

EU nations endorse reforms: European Union
nations endorsed sweeping reforms to the bloc’s
failed asylum system on Tuesday as campaigning for
Europe-wide elections next month gathers pace, with
migration expected to be an important issue.

EU government ministers approved 10 legislative
parts of The New Pact on Migration and Asylum. It
lays out rules for the 27 member countries to handle
people trying to enter without authorization, from how
to screen them to establish whether they qualify for
protection to deporting them if they’re not allowed to
stay.

Hungary and Poland, which have long opposed any
obligation for countries to host migrants or pay for
their upkeep, voted against the package but were un-
able to block it.

g Q Q

Davkova seeks to calm disputes: European Union
candidate North Macedonia sought Monday to calm
disputes with EU neighbors Greece and Bulgaria that
flared up following the landslide election victory of a
conservative-backed coalition and president.

North Macedonia changed its name from Macedo-
nia after a 2018 landmark agreement with Greece that
ended a years-long quarrel over the name, which had
been claimed by Greece for one of its regions. At a
swearing in ceremony Sunday, President Gordana
Siljanovska-Davkova referred to her country as “Mac-
edonia,” prompting a heated response from Athens.

Greek Prime Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis called
the remarks “illegal and unacceptable,” in an online
post Monday, adding: “We declare categorically that
we will not accept any further missteps of this nature.”

a Qo Q

Activists criticize Tusk govt: Refugee rights ac-
tivists on Monday criticized Poland’s pro-European
Union government for plans to tighten security at the
border with Belarus and for continuing a policy initi-
ated by predecessors of pushing migrants back across
the border there.

The activists organized an online news conference
after Polish Prime Minister Donald Tusk made his first
visit to the border area since he took office in Decem-
ber. Tusk met Saturday in that eastern region with bor-
der guards, soldiers and police, and vowed that Poland
would spare no expense to strengthen security.

Tusk said Belarus was escalating a “hybrid war”
against the EU, using migrants to put pressure on the
border.

g o Qa

Cave-in leaves 3 missing in Poland: A cave-in at
the Myslowice-Wesola coal mine in southern Poland
early Tuesday left three miners missing and 12 hurt,
mining authorities said Tuesday.

The cave-in happened around 3:30 am some 870
meters (2,800 feet) underground in an area where 15
miners were working, said Rajmund Horst, the deputy
head of the company that runs the mine.

He said 11 miners were immediately brought to the
surface with various injuries. Nine of them remain
hospitalized.
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King Frederik and Queen Mary of Denmark are welcomed by Norway’s King Harald, Queen Sonja, Crown Prince Haakon and Crown Princess Mette-Marit at Hon-
nerbrygga upon their arrival in Oslo on May 14. (AP)

Danish king, Australian-born wife visit Norway

Europe’s oldest monarch, King Harald V of Norway,
on Tuesday welcomed Denmark’s King Frederik
and his Australian-born wife, Queen Mary, on their
second official visit abroad after the Danish mon-

arch’s mother abdicated this year.

The 87-year-old Harald returned to work last
month following two surgeries to implant pacemak-
ers. The Norwegian royal household said he would
scale back official activities, but Harald has said he
has no plans to abdicate, unlike his second cousin

Queen Margrethe Il of Denmark, who stepped down
after a 52-year reign.

The Danish royal couple arrived in Oslo on their
10th wedding anniversary. Earlier this month, Frederik
and Mary made their first state visit to Sweden. (AP)
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British Prime Minister Rishi Sunak
delivers a speech on national security
at the Policy Exchange, in London on
May 13. Sunak warned of a danger-
ous future for the UK in a pitch to vot-
ers Monday as he fights to hang on
to power ahead of a national election
that could see Conservatives ousted
after 14 years. (AP)
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Fla man gets 3 yrs: A 21-year-old Flor-
ida man was sentenced Monday to three
and a half years in prison for firebombing
a Southern California Planned Parenthood
clinic in 2022, federal prosecutors said.

Xavier Batten pleaded guilty in January
to one felony count of possessing an unreg-
istered destructive device and one misde-
meanor count of intentionally damaging a
reproductive health services facility.

US District Judge Cormac J. Carney also
sentenced Batten, of Brooksville, Florida, to
three years of probation and ordered him to
pay $1,000 in restitution, the US Attorney’s
Office said in a statement. Carney said Bat-
ten had committed a “cowardly crime” that
showed “no empathy for women and their
rights,” according to the statement. He has
been in federal custody since July 2023.

The clinic in Costa Mesa was bombed
on March 13, 2022. Surveillance footage
showed two men throwing a Molotov cock-
tail at the front door of the medical facility.
The clinic was closed at the time and no one
was injured. (AP)

a o aQ

Bridge span comes down: Crews set
off a chain of carefully placed explosives
Monday to break down the largest remain-
ing span of the collapsed Francis Scott Key
Bridge in Baltimore, and with a boom and
a splash, the mangled steel trusses came
crashing down into the river below.

The explosives flashed orange and let off
plumes of black smoke upon detonation. The
longest trusses toppled away from the grounded
Dali container ship and slid off its bow, sending
a wall of water splashing back toward the ship.

The collapse killed six construction
workers and halted most maritime traffic
through Baltimore’s busy port. The con-
trolled demolition will allow the Dali to be
refloated and restore traffic through the port,
which will provide relief for thousands of
longshoremen, truckers and small business
owners who have seen their jobs impacted

Politics

Group takes rare step of targeting Rep Good

DeSantis plans to raise money for Trump

DES MOINES, Iowa, May 14, (AP):
Florida Gov Ron DeSantis is planning
to raise money for former President
Donald Trump in the coming weeks,
putting into action the commitment
he made at a meeting with Trump last
month to help his former rival for the
2024 Republican presidential nomina-
tion, according to two people familiar
with the matter.

The people spoke on the condition
of anonymity because the details have
not been finalized and plans could still
shift in the weeks ahead. Still, DeSan-
tis is making calls to donors while his
finance team works quickly to put to-
gether a schedule that would include
stops in Florida and Texas, the people
said.

DeSantis is taking concrete steps
toward a political reconciliation with
Trump, who for months taunted his
GOP opponent as “DeSanctimoni-
ous” as the Florida governor argued
Trump’s time had come and gone. The
developments also show DeSantis’ ef-
fort to offer among his most prized as-
sets - his prolific fundraising network
- in a gesture that could pay dividends
if he runs for president again in 2028,
when Trump would be ineligible to run
if he wins this November due to consti-
tutional term limits.

Commitment

“He’s shown his commitment to the
president and that’s why I say we’ll
follow his lead, and why I think donors
will follow his lead,” said Roy Bai-
ley, a Dallas investor who was a co-
chairman of DeSantis’ national finance
committee during his presidential cam-
paign, but was not among those to con-
firm the planning. “We will be focused
on past DeSantis donors who have yet
to donate to President Trump. We're
going to try to mine those donors for
him. That will create a lot of value.”

DeSantis, viewed after his dominant
reelection in 2022 as a potentially via-
ble Trump rival, raised more than $183

by the closure. (AP)
a a Q

Attorneys general sue WH: A large
group of Republican attorneys general on

million toward his ultimately unsuc-
cessful Republican presidential prima-
ry campaign. The vast majority, more
than $145 million, was raised for the
super PAC Never Back Down, which
could take unlimited sums. DeSantis
also raised more than $200 million to-
ward his 2022 Florida campaign.

“We are actively working on plans
to fundraise in support of President
Trump, as well as other Republicans
up and down the ballot,” DeSantis
spokesperson Taryn Fenske said in a
text message to The Associated Press.

Also:
WASHINGTON: A political action

committee that helps Republicans get
elected to Congress is doing the unu-
sual - spending more than $450,000 to
defeat a GOP incumbent. That incum-
bent, conservative two-term Rep Bob
Good, R-Va., voted to remove for-
mer Rep Kevin McCarthy as House
speaker last fall.

It’s just the latest example of how
money is flowing into races involving
some of the eight Republican lawmak-
ers who voted along with Democrats to
oust McCarthy. About $3.3 million has
been spent on ads in the Virginia race
going into Friday, according to the me-
dia tracking firm AdImpact.

The ad buy underscores the internal
divisions that have cracked open in the
Republican Party since McCarthy’s
ouster. The rancor has split the party
on important House votes and spilled
over into some of this year’s primary
elections, too.

The latest round of ad buys was
unveiled on Monday and comes from
Defending Main Street, a super PAC
affiliated with nearly 90 Republican
lawmakers in the Republican Main
Street Partnership. The group de-
scribes its members as “conservative,
governing Republicans.” It’s just the
second time the group has worked to
unseat a Republican incumbent.

The first incumbent the group sought

Monday took legal action against the Biden
administration and California over new
emissions limits for trucks.

Nebraska Attorney General Mike Hilgers
is leading the group of GOP attorneys general

"‘ A" )

Dancers perform during the Mother’s Day Traditional Powwow in Vancouver,

British Columbia, Canada, on May 12. Hundreds of indigenous people from vari-
ous tribes across Canada gathered on Sunday to celebrate Mother’s Day with
a powwow, a traditional social gathering featuring music and dance. (Xinhua)

to unseat was then-Rep. Steve King
of Iowa in 2020. King was removed
from his committee assignments after
lamenting that white supremacy and
white nationalism had become offen-
sive terms. He ended up losing in the
GOP primary. Now the group is fo-
cused on Good.

“We spend 99% of our money
protecting incumbents and adding
more mainstream conservatives to the
House, but this was a unique situa-
tion,” said Sarah Chamberlain, the
group’s president and CEO.

Good has pushed Republicans to
seek deeper federal spending cuts,
even if that means risking a govern-
ment shutdown. He leads the most
conservative members of the Repub-
lican conference as chairman of the
House Freedom Caucus, and has op-
posed the spending agreement Mc-
Carthy worked out with President Joe
Biden so the government could con-
tinue paying its bills. When Speaker
Mike Johnson split up a $95 billion
aid package for Ukraine, Israel and
Taiwan into three separate votes, he
voted no on each piece.

Chamberlain said her group would
have worked to defeat Good even if
he had not voted to oust McCarthy be-
cause of his voting record. The ad pur-
chased by the group doesn’t mention
Good, but features an endorsement
from a former local sheriff for Good’s
opponent, state Sen. John McGuire, a
former Navy SEAL.

“Defending Kevin is not what Main
Street does, though we 100% support-
ed Kevin and are sorry that everything
happened,” Chamberlain said of Mc-
Carthy.

Groups coming in to support
McGuire don’t make it a race about
McCarthy, who recently himself called
on his followers on X to contribute to
the challenger’s campaign, saying
McGuire “is ready to answer the call
to serve our country again. Chip in $5
today.”

who filed a petition with the US Court of Ap-
peals for the District of Columbia Circuit to
overturn an Environmental Protection Agency
rule limiting truck emissions.

A separate lawsuit against California claims
a phased-in ban on internal-combustion trucks
is unconstitutional and will hurt the US econ-
omy. “There’s not one trucking charging sta-
tion in the state of Nebraska,” Hilgers later told
reporters. “Trying to take that industry, which
was built up over decades with diesel and fos-
sil fuels-based infrastructure, and transforming
it to an electric-based infrastructure - it’s prob-
ably not feasible.” (AP)

g Q Q

66 probation officers on leave: The
Los Angeles County Probation Department
announced Monday that it has put 66 of its
officers on administrative leave in the past
five months for alleged offenses including
excessive force, abuse and drug possession.

The department said the announcement
was intended as an effort to “regain public
trust” as it roots out employees who engage
in misconduct at the nation’s largest proba-
tion agency with 2,800 sworn officers.

“We are releasing this information in the
spirit of greater transparency and to assure
our stakeholders - especially the families
of youths in our juvenile facilities - that
we will not tolerate anything that impedes
our mission to provide a safe, nurturing and
structured environment for those entrusted
to our care,” Probation Chief Guillermo Vi-
era Rosa said in a statement. (AP)
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Mutharika to run again

Chadian oppn leader
challenges poll result

N’DJAMENA, Chad, May 14, (Agencies): Chad’s
opposition leader says he has filed an appeal with the
country’s constitutional council to challenge the pre-
liminary results of the May 6 presidential election.

In social media posts Sunday, Succes Masra shared
a copy of a receipt showing that documents had been
filed with the council.

The election’s preliminary results showed President
Mahamat Deby Itno won with just over 61% of the
vote, and runner-up Masra had over 18.5%.

Masra, the prime minister of Chad’s transitional
government, had claimed victory shortly before the
announcement and alleged that election results were
being manipulated. He hasn’t publicly shared evi-
dence to support his claim.

A Chad-based human rights
law expert, Rakimdon Jacques
Houitouto, told The Associated
Press that if the constitutional
council finds Masra’s case con-
vincing, it will consider can-
celling the results. It was not
clear when the council might
decide on the claim.

Chad held its long-delayed
election following three years
of military rule. Analysts
widely expected the incumbent
to win. Deby Itno, also known
as Mahamat Idriss Deby, had seized power after his
father, who spent three decades in power, was killed
fighting rebels in 2021.

The oil-exporting country of nearly 18 million peo-
ple hasn’t had a democratic transfer of power since it
became independent in 1960 after decades of French
colonial rule.

Masra, president of The Transformers opposition
party, fled Chad in October 2022. The military gov-
ernment at the time suspended his party and six others
in a clampdown on protests against Deby Itno’s deci-
sion to extend his time in power by two more years.
More than 60 people were killed in the protests, which
the government condemned as “an attempted coup.”

An agreement between the country’s minister of
reconciliation and Masra’s political party late last year
allowed the exiled politician and other opposition fig-
ures to return to Chad. He was later appointed prime
minister.

Masra
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Malawi ex-prez to contest in poll: Peter Muthari-
ka, the former president of Malawi, has publicly an-
nounced his candidacy for president in the country’s
2025 elections.

Mutharika, who turns 84 in July, disclosed his am-
bition for the presidential seat at his first political rally
held in Blantyre, Malawi’s commercial city, Sunday,
since he was ousted by Malawi Congress Party’s
(MCP) Lazarus Chakwera in August 2020.

Mutharika said his decision followed “Malawians’
outcry” for his comeback to “rescue the country from
the mess it is in,” adding that when he bounces back,
his Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) government
will recover the country’s economy in two years’ time.

Mutharika’s public political appearance came a few
weeks after the party’s vice president in the south,
Kondwani Nankhumwa, formed his own political
grouping called People’s Development Party, months
after he was expelled from Mutharica’s DPP.

Local analysts have expressed mixed views, with
some applauding Mutharika’s comeback and others
saying he poses no threat to the ruling MCP.

Q Q a

Thousands replaster Djenne’s mosque: Thou-
sands of Malians carrying buckets and jugs of mud
joined the annual replastering of the world’s largest
mud-brick building this weekend, a key ritual that
maintains the integrity of the Great Mosque of Djenne
in the center of the country.

The building has been on UNESCO’s World Herit-
age in Danger list since 2016. The mosque and sur-
rounding town, a historical center of Islamic learning,
have been threatened by conflict between Islamist re-
bels, government forces and other groups.

Djenne’s mosque requires a new layer of mud each
year before the rainy season starts in June, or the
building will fall into disrepair. The replastering event
once drew tens of thousands of tourists each year. As
with the rest of Mali, Djenne’s tourism industry has all
but completely disappeared.

“The plastering of the mosque is a symbol of peace.
The poor, the rich, everyone is here for this activity.”
Amadou Ampate Cisse, a Djenne resident taking part in
the event, told The Associated Press: “We will continue
this tradition from generation to generation. We will pass
it on to our children and they in turn will do the same.”

Q Q a

Truck accident kills 5 in Tanzania: Five passen-
gers died in the Kilimanjaro region in northern Tanza-
nia after being struck by a truck on Sunday night while
waiting for their defective mini-bus to be repaired, po-
lice said on Tuesday.

The accident occurred on Sunday at 7 pm local
time (1600 GMT), said the Kilimanjaro regional po-
lice commander, Simon Maigwa, noting the victims
were standing meters away from the Dar es Salaam-
Kilimanjaro highway.

“The driver of the truck veered off the highway and
knocked down the unsuspecting passengers, killing
them on the spot and injuring one,” said Maigwa, add-
ing that police were holding the 28-year-old driver of
the truck for questioning.

Q Q a

Rescue efforts hoosted by survivor: Rescue teams
in South Africa forged ahead Monday with efforts to
find any survivors still trapped under rubble a week
after an apartment building that was under construc-
tion collapsed.

Their hopes were boosted over the weekend when
one of the construction workers was found alive after
six days without food and water.

Authorities said 26 construction workers who were
on the site when the unfinished five-story building
came down have been confirmed dead, while another
26 are missing, raising the possibility that the death
toll could ultimately be above 50 in one of South Af-
rica’s deadliest building collapses.

More than 600 emergency services and other person-
nel have been involved in the search for survivors in the
wreckage of the building in the city of George on South
Africa’s south coast, which collapsed last Monday.

There were 81 workers on the site when it col-
lapsed, and 29 have been pulled out alive, the city
said. It said 13 of them remained in a hospital without
giving details of their condition. The city has previ-
ously said that many of the survivors were in critical
condition when they were found.

14. More than a dozen people were killed and dozens were injured in the accident. Inset: Rescuers look for victims under a billboard that collapsed following heavy
rain and thundershowers in Mumbai, India on May 13. (AP)
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Police officers display evidence dur-
ing a news conference at a villa in
Canggu, Bali, Indonesia on May 13.
Indonesian police raided what they
said was a major drug lab hidden in
a villa on the resort island of Bali, and
arrested four people. Police raided
the house in the upscale resort area
of Canggu early this month and found
two drug labs in the basement, said
Wahyu Widada, head of the National
Police’s Criminal Investigation De-
partment. (AP)

Asia

‘Respect trade offices’: Hong Kong's
leader on Tuesday urged foreign governments
to respect its overseas-based trade offices af-
ter a staff member in its London branch was
charged in Britain for allegedly working for
the Chinese city’s intelligence service.

Chief Executive John Lee said his ad-
ministration had demanded the British gov-
ernment provide an explanation about the
prosecution of Bill Yuen, the office man-
ager of the Hong Kong Economic and Trade
Office in London. Lee said any attempt to
make unwarranted allegations against the
city’s government is unacceptable.

British police allege that Yuen, along
with Chi Leung (Peter) Wai and Matthew
Trickett, agreed to engage in information
gathering, surveillance and acts of decep-
tion that were likely to materially assist the
Hong Kong intelligence service. The trio
was charged under a new national security
act that gave British police additional pow-
ers to tackle foreign espionage.

In his weekly news briefing, Lee said the
duties of the trade office in London are to
foster ties with various sectors in Britain
and promote Hong Kong.

“Any attempt to interfere with the work
of the ETO offices in different places will be
against free trade and free economy and will
harm the economy of the countries that try
to do bad things to the operation of the ETO
offices,” he said. (AP)
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Rescuers search in rivers: Rescuers on
Tuesday searched in rivers and the rubble of
devastated villages for bodies, and whenever
possible, survivors of flash floods that hit In-
donesia’s Sumatra Island over the weekend.

Monsoon rains and a landslide of mud
and cold lava from Mount Marapi caused
rivers to breach their banks. The deluge tore
through mountainside villages in four dis-
tricts in West Sumatra province just before
midnight Saturday.

The floods swept away people and 79
homes and submerged hundreds of houses
and buildings, forcing more than 3,300 resi-
dents to flee to temporary government shel-
ters, National Disaster Management Agency
spokesperson Abdul Muhari said.

Muhari said 52 bodies had been pulled
from mud and rivers by Tuesday, mostly in
worst-hit Agam and Tanah Datar districts,
while rescuers are searching for 27 people
who are reportedly missing. (AP)
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Army whistleblower sentenced: An
Australian judge sentenced a former army

Subcontinent

14 dead as billboard collapses in Mumbai

Modi files nomination to run for 3rd term

VARANASI, India, May 14, (Agen-
cies): Indian Prime Minister Narendra
Modi was in the Hindu city of Varana-
si on Tuesday surrounded by his party
leaders and supporters as he formally
filed paperwork to run in an ongoing
election that is essentially a referen-
dum on his decade in power.

The 73-year-old leader hopes to re-
tain his seat in Varanasi, the constitu-
ency from where he ran and won, first
in 2014 and then again in 2019.

India’s  gigantic, six-week-long
general election began in April, with
voting set to go on until June 1 before
votes are counted on June 4. Nearly
970 million people are eligible to vote,
making this the world’s largest demo-
cratic election.

Most polls show Modi and his Hin-
du nationalist Bharatiya Janata Party
are leading in the race for seats in the
lower house of parliament over their
main challenger, a broad opposition al-
liance led by the Indian National Con-
gress and powerful regional parties.
The alliance has not yet announced its
candidate for prime minister.

The filing of nomination papers is a
procedural step that will allow Modi to
contest the election. Candidates regis-
ter their nominations in phases based
on when the constituency votes, with
Varanasi set to vote on June 1.

Power

Modi is considered a champion of
the country’s Hindu majority, who
make up 80% of India’s 1.4 billion
population. He has overseen rapid
economic growth during his 10 years
in power and his supporters credit him
with improving India’s global stand-
ing.

But critics say he’s also undermined
India’s democracy and its status as a
secular nation with attacks by Hindu
nationalists against the country’s mi-
norities, and a shrinking space for dis-
sent and free media. And his political
opponents have raised questions over
his government’s economic record,
pointing to high unemployment and
inflation despite strong growth.

Ahead of filing his nomination,
Modi led a roadshow in the city on
Monday, drawing thousands of sup-
porters.

They cheered “Hail Modi!” as his
car made its way through the streets,
where BJP supporters wearing saffron
caps and waving party flags greeted
him. Rose petals rained down on the
prime minister as he smiled at the

lawyer to almost six years in prison on
Tuesday for leaking to the media classi-
fied information that exposed allegations of
Australian war crimes in Afghanistan.

crowds. Some onlookers were perched
atop buildings to catch a glimpse of the
procession.

The constituency of Varanasi has
around 1.7 million voters. Modi, who
is expected to hold on to his seat, is up
against Ajai Rai, who is representing
the regional Samajwadi Party, which
is in alliance with the opposition Con-
gress party in the state. Also in the fray
is Athar Jamal Lari from the Bahujan
Samaj Party.

The holy city is located on the banks
of the revered Ganges River and is part
of Uttar Pradesh state, India’s most pop-
ulous, with around 200 million people.

It is an especially crucial state in
Indian elections as it sends the largest
number of MPs to Parliament, and has
voted for Modi’s BJP in the last two
elections.
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14 dead after hillhoard collapse:
A large billboard that collapsed amid
raging thunderstorms in Mumbai
killed at least 14 people and injured 75
others, reports said on Tuesday.

A rescue operation was continuing
Tuesday morning, and authorities told
the Press Trust of India news agency that
89 people had been rescued since the in-
cident occurred on Monday evening.

The rains, accompanied by high
winds, caused the 30-meter-tall
(100-foot-tall) billboard to fall onto a
gas station in the suburb of Ghatkopar.
Videos on social media and television
showed the billboard shaking amid
heavy winds before giving way. It
collapsed onto several cars parked in
the gas station, flattening and crushing
them to the ground.

On Monday night, rescuers were
rummaging through the wreckage to
look for bodies as they used heavy
equipment to cut through the metal
girders attached to the billboard.

Rescue workers continued to clear
the area on Tuesday, which still had
mangled cars and debris.

A city official told PTI that more
than 125 rescuers were on site, includ-
ing gas cutter teams, using cranes to
clear the wreckage.

Police are investigating the incident
and say the billboard was illegally in-
stalled, officials told PTI.

The officials said 32 of the injured
people had already been discharged
from the hospital.

India has heavy rain and severe
floods during the monsoon season be-
tween June and September that brings

David McBride, 60, was sentenced in a
court in the capital, Canberra, to five years
and eight months in prison after pleading
guilty to three charges including theft and

Students attend a class at a school in the Mathare slums in Nairobi, Kenya, on

May 13. The death toll from devastating floods and landslides in Kenya, trig-

gered by heavy rains, has risen to 277, according to a government announce-

ment. The update came as schools across the nation cautiously resumed class-

es for the second term, following a two-week delay due to the adverse weather
conditions. (Xinhua)

most of its annual rainfall. The rain is
crucial for agriculture but often causes
extensive damage.
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Protesters end rallies in Kashmir:
Protesters in the Pakistan-held part of
Kashmir called off rallies over price
hikes that have left four people dead
after authorities agreed to lower prices
of electricity and wheat.

The local civil rights alliance, the
Awami Action Committee, said it had
called off a planned march in the city
of Muzaffarabad, the capital of the Pa-
kistan-held part of the disputed Hima-
layan region, after the government ac-
cepted all of its demands.

The protests against price hikes
erupted last Friday and quickly turned
violent. Four people, including a po-
lice officer, were killed in clashes
between demonstrators and security
forces, who used tear gas and opened
fire. More than 100 policemen were
injured, authorities said.
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Floods leave 40K kids homeless:
About 40,000 children have lost their
homes in north Afghanistan’s Baghlan
province as heavy downpours and
floods lashed the province and other
regions on Friday, global charity Save
the Children said Monday.

“Children are scared. Many have
lost everything, not only their homes
but their schools and the places where
they play. They have lost everything
that’s familiar. They have lost all rou-
tine,” said Arshad Malik, country di-
rector for the charity in Afghanistan.

More than 330 were killed across
the impoverished country, mostly in
Baghlan and some in Takhar, Badakh-
shan and Ghor provinces, according
to the Afghanistan office of the World
Food Programme and local Afghan of-
ficials.

Global organizations and Afghan
officials have warned of a rising death
toll and infectious diseases, especially
among children, following the floods.
The World Health Organization said
Monday that it had sent eight emergen-
cy response teams to the flood-affected
region to monitor the risk of infections.

Afghanistan is among the most vul-
nerable countries to climate change. It
has been experiencing a rise in extreme
weather conditions, including floods and
drought, according to a statement re-
leased Sunday by the United Nations In-
ternational Children’s Emergency Fund.

sharing with members of the press docu-
ments classified as secret. He had faced a
potential life sentence.

Justice David Mossop ordered McBride
to serve 27 months in prison before he can
be considered for release on parole.

Rights advocates argue that McBride’s
conviction and sentencing before any alleged
war criminal he helped expose reflected a lack
of whistleblower protections in Australia.

McBride addressed his supporters as he
walked his dog to the front door of the Aus-
tralian Capital Territory Supreme Court to
be sentenced. (AP)
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Aussie judge explains decision: An
Australian judge said it would be unreason-
able for the country’s internet safety watch-
dog to require social platform X to hide video
of a bishop being stabbed in a Sydney church
from all of its users globally, as he explained
his decision to lift a court order that had re-
quired X to hide the video of the attack.

Australian Federal Court Justice Geof-
frey Kennett on Tuesday published his
reasons for the decision a day earlier on the
video that showed the stabbing of the Assyr-
ian Orthodox bishop on April 15.

The company rebranded by billionaire

7

Elon Musk when he bought Twitter last year
was alone among social media platforms in
disobeying Australia’s eSafety Commission’s
removal notice on April 26 that required them
take down the video of what Australian au-
thorities have declared a terrorist act. (AP)
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Non-oil sector growth expected to pick up in 2024-25

Oil output cuts weigh o

KUWAIT CITY, May 14: Economic growth was weighed down last year by cuts
to oil output and a further slowdown in consumer spending. Non-oil growth could
pick up this year albeit from a low base, but the near-term recovery is unlikely to
be a vigorous one given still-elevated interest rates by recent standards, projected
cuts in government spending and ongoing structural impediments which the new
government should look to address. The public finances have flipped back into
deficit, with capex being squeezed. Accelerating economic reforms are an upside
risk to the outlook, while lower oil prices and persistently high interest rates are
downside risks.

Oil sector cuts weigh on GDP growth

Economic growth has been ranging at modest levels with oil sector output con-
strained by Kuwait’s participation in OPEC+ production cuts (-400 kb/d since
2022) and subdued non-oil growth following its post-pandemic consumption-
driven boost of 2021. Oil GDP is expected to contract further in 2024 (-6.9%) as
Kuwait extends its deeper voluntary crude oil production cuts (-135 kb/d to 2.4
mb/d) from H1 to year-end. Next year should see some of these volumes return,
albeit gradually, to ease oil market tightness. Headline growth, estimated at -1.8%
in 2023, is not expected to turn positive until 2025 (+2.1%).

Moderate non-oil growth expected in 2024-25

Growth in the non-oil sector, meanwhile, has been relatively muted, dropping
to 0.3% in 2022, according to official figures, before rising to an estimated 1% in
2023 (based on provisional GDP figures for Q1-Q3 2023). Some pick-up is ex-
pected for 2024-25, at 2.5% per year. This partly reflects the low base of previous
years — which is well below trend — but also that the slowdown in consumption
growth through 2022-23 has largely run its course and that investment spending
could pick up following a substantial rise in project awards last year. We also
believe that other activity metrics such as credit growth (only +1.7% in 2023)
and real estate sales (-22% in 2023) have likely bottomed out, while interest rates
could also be cut. Still, any near-term recovery is unlikely to be vigorous given
the still-high level of global interest rates, scheduled cuts in government spend-
ing (see below) and also structural impediments to economic growth, especially
bureaucracy, which the new government appointed in May 2024 should look to
address. One positive has been the 615 kb/d Al-Zour refinery project, which since

' Table 1: Key economic indicators

2021 2022 2023e 2024f 2025f

Nominal GDP $bn 142 183 164 163 169
Real GDP % y/y 1.7 6.1 -18 A e

- Oil sector % y/y 09 121 43 6.9 1:

- Non-oil sector % y/y 4.4 03 10 ght w25

- Non-cil ex refining % y/y 41 40" 03 249024
Budget balance (FY) % of GDP -f0 115 53 38 52
Current act. balance % of GDP 26.4 345 314 242 227
Inflation (avg.) % y/y 3.4 40 3.6 25 20

Source: Official sources, NBK forecasts

its launch in 2022 has ramped up output of higher value-added products for export.
Inflation and monetary conditions to ease
Inflation has slowly trended lower (+3.0% in March) after persisting in the 3.7%
range for most of 2023 on broad-based price rises, but especially in the food and
clothing categories. Amid softer consumer demand versus earlier years, we expect
inflation to fall to 2.5% (year average) by 2025 from 3.6% in 2023. Meanwhile,
US monetary is expected to be loosened through 2024-25. The Central Bank of

own Kuwait's economic growth, NBK reports

Kuwait’s policy discount rate currently stands at 4.25%, having increased by 275
bps over the recent tightening cycle that began in 2022, versus 525 bps of tighten-
ing by the US Fed.

Deficits in the near-term absent fiscal consolidation

The public finances, following a first surplus in 2022 (11.5% of GDP) since
2014, are estimated to have reverted to a shortfall in FY2023/24 of KD2.7 bil-
lion (-5.3% of GDP). This is on the back of double-digit expenditure growth
(inflated by one-off items) and a sharp drop in oil revenues. This deficit is,
nevertheless, well below budget estimates (KD6.8 billion) thanks mostly to
higher-than-expected oil prices ($84 versus $70 in the budget). For the current
fiscal year, in line with the still-to-be ratified budget, we see expenditures fall-
ing (-5% yly) from the inflated FY23/24 base, which, with oil prices broadly
steady, should result in a narrower deficit (3.8% of GDP). Our base case is
that the government returns to a mildly more expansionary fiscal stance in
FY25/26 (spending +4.5% y/y) focusing on accelerating investment spending
on delayed infrastructure projects. This should support demand in the econo-
my, while seeing the deficit widen slightly.

Fiscal reform remains a priority for the government. Key targets in the gov-
ernment’s 2023-2027 work agenda included setting medium-term expenditure
ceilings, improving procurement practices, reforming subsidies, repricing
public services, launching a corporate tax and approving the public debt law.
Kuwait has preserved a very high sovereign credit rating over the past year and
has enormous fiscal and external buffers held by the KIA (more than $930bn),
but access to the latter remains restricted by law. The flip back into persistent
fiscal deficits from last year could eventually (over a run of years) result in a
liquidity squeeze, until the contentious debt law is approved.

Lower oil prices the main risk

While our base case is that progress on economic reforms remains slow-going,
accelerating reforms and investment-focused policy-making is a major upside risk
to the outlook. Meanwhile, higher oil prices could ease budgetary pressures and
result in higher public spending that boosts demand, while lower interest rates
could deliver a faster recovery in consumer spending. Commensurately, a sharp
drop in oil prices and persistently high interest rates are downside risks.

KIPCO posts KD 5.84 min
in net profit for Q1 2024

‘Energy prices could influence economic outcomes’

Moderate economic growth forecast for
Bahrain, Oman and Qatar in 2024-2025

CEOQO highlights strategic priorities & growth commitment

KUWAIT CITY, May 14:
KIPCO - Kuwait Projects
Company (Holding) — an-
nounced a net profit of
KD 5.84 million (US$ 19.0
million) for the first three
months of 2024. This rep-
resents a 14% increase
over the KD 5.12 million
(US$ 16.7 million) reported
in the corresponding pe-
riod of 2023.

Earnings per share for the first
quarter (the three months ended
March 31, 2024)increased by 9%
to 1.2fils (US$ 0.39cents) com-
pared to 1.1 fils (US$ 0.36 cents)
for the same period last year.

In the first quarter, KIPCO’s con-
solidated revenue came to KD 352
million (US$ 1.14 billion), an in-
crease of 14% over the KD 309.3

Sheikha Dana Naser Al Sabah

million (US$ 1.0 billion) reported
for the same period in 2023.
KIPCO’s consolidated assets
came to KD 12.51 billion (US$ 40.7
billion) at the end of the first three

months of 2024, up from KD 12.33
billion (US$ 40.1 billion) reported at
year-end 2023. Equity increased to
KD 617 million (US$ 2billion)from
KD 611 million (US$ 1.98 billion)
reported at the end of 2023.

Sheikha Dana Naser Sabah Al
Ahmad Al Sabah, KIPCO’s Group
Chief Executive Officer, said “The
positive results reported for the
first quarter reflect our efforts to
deliver on KIPCO’s strategic pri-
orities, namely strengthening the
performance of our key portfolio
investments and the company’s
capital structure. Our commercial
banking operations continue to en-
hance their performance, alongside
our industrial and logistics busi-
nesses. In our recent Annual Gen-
eral Assembly Meeting, we said
that it is our mission to preserve
and grow stakeholders’ value, and
our performance is an indication of
our commitment to upholding this
promise.”

‘Gov’t support mitigates long-term impact on Gulf banks’

Fitch challenges for Gulf banks
acquiring low-rated institutions

KUWAIT CITY, May 14: Fitch Credit Rating Agency
has highlighted potential challenges for Gulf banks that
acquire institutions in regions or countries with low credit
ratings. These challenges include weaker operating envi-
ronments, financial profiles, and viability ratings, reports
Al-Qabas daily.

According to Fitch’s recent report, Gulf banks are
showing interest in acquiring banks in regions with lower
credit ratings, such as the Middle East and Central Asia.
This strategy aims to diversify their business models and
enhance profitability by tapping into high-growth mar-
kets outside their local spheres.

While international expansion offers opportunities for
diversification, it also introduces additional risks, partic-
ularly in countries with volatile economic backgrounds,
foreign exchange fluctuations, and high interest rates.
Fitch notes that Gulf banks have significant exposure in
countries like Turkey and Egypt, with total asset expo-
sure exceeding $150 billion.

Fitch outlines two main negative effects of Gulf banks’

acquisitions in low-rated regions or countries:

Impact on the comprehensive operating environment
assessment: Fitch considers the operating environment as
a crucial factor in determining a bank’s financial viability
rating.

Acquiring banks in regions with weaker operating en-
vironments may affect the bank’s commercial and finan-
cial profile.

Direct impact on financial conditions will result in ac-
quiring banks in low-rated regions may strain the capital
of Gulf banks, potentially leading to a downgrade in their
financial viability rating, especially if capital restoration
measures are not implemented.

Despite these challenges, Fitch does not anticipate
long-term impacts on the issuer default ratings (IDRs) of
Gulf banks, as most of their IDRs are bolstered by gov-
ernment support. Consequently, Gulf banks’ acquisitions
of international banks are unlikely to significantly affect
their credit ratings in the long term.

By National Bank of Kuwait

Economic growth in Bahrain, Oman, and Qatar is forecast to
proceed at a moderate pace on average in 2024 and 2025 on
decent projected growth in non-oil activity. Oman also stands
to benefit from strong reform progress and rising planned in-
vestment, which will be key growth catalysts going forward.
Fiscal consolidation efforts in Bahrain and Oman have led
to reduced fiscal vulnerabilities and improved metrics, while
spending restraint in Qatar has delivered a further decline in
public debt. Downside risks stem mainly from adverse region-
al geopolitics and lower energy prices, while higher project
spending, better-than-expected results from economic reforms
and higher energy prices are risks to the upside.

Bahrain: Growth to pick up in 2024 on oil sector recov-
ery

Having moderated to 2.5% last year amid tighter financial
conditions and negative oil sector growth, economic growth
is expected to rise in 2024, led by a recovery in the hydrocar-
bon sector as maintenance works on the Abu Safah field are
completed. Growth in the non-oil economy, which now con-
stitutes an overwhelming 84% of GDP, is seen on a mildly
slowing trajectory at about 3% in both 2024 and 2025 from
3.5% last year, weighed by still elevated (if falling) interest
rates and government fiscal consolidation efforts. Positive fac-
tors include rising tourism (hotel GDP grew 19% y/y in Q4 23)
and strong growth in the service sector more broadly, while the
government’s economic recovery plan targets higher project
spending and FDI, and vigorous job growth for Bahraini na-
tionals. Bapco’s much anticipated refinery expansion project
is also expected to be completed by 2025, providing a boost to
non-oil activities. Inflation, meanwhile, was negligible in 2023
and should remain well below 2% this year.

Fiscal consolidation efforts since the pandemic have yielded
very positive results, though the deficit is forecast at a wider
3-4% of GDP in 2024-25 on higher interest dues, slower prog-
ress on non-oil revenue growth, and lower commodity prices
versus their peak in 2022. The government’s balanced budget
target date (2024) may be extended but credible spending con-
trol and revenue raising efforts will ensure that GCC fiscal sup-
port remains high. More elevated rollover costs (due to higher
interest rates) could contribute to a higher debt-to-GDP ratio
of 117% by 2025. The key downside risk to the outlook stems
from vulnerability to negative oil price shocks which could un-
dermine ongoing fiscal consolidation, a still low credit rating
versus peers and pressure low FX reserves.

Oman: Reform progress yields economic benefits

The narrative on Oman’s economy has become more posi-
tive, following a concerted fiscal consolidation program and
progress on key reforms under the government’s Vision 2040
program. Non-oil economic growth is projected at 2.5-3.0% in
2024 and 2025, despite headwinds from still-high interest rates,
public spending restraint and a fading post-pandemic rebound
in job growth. We see the government remaining committed to

its transformation of the economy (including lowering the hy-
drocarbon sector’s share of GDP to 8% by 2040 from around
30% recently), which has already seen state-owned firms
overhauled, subsidy programs pared back, successful steps to
boost female labor force participation and in January 2024 the
creation of the $5bn Oman Future Fund aimed at catalyzing
domestic investment in sectors such as tourism, manufacturing
and green energy. Oil GDP in 2024 will be hit by participa-
tion in OPEC+ cuts, but condensate output may expand while
multiple energy sector [POs could boost investment this year.

A small fiscal surplus is seen over the forecast period, with
earlier vulnerabilities reduced by a combination of high oil
prices and policy discipline. The budget for 2024 provides
for a modest 3% rise in spending, with capex unchanged. The
government has prioritized reducing debt which has broadly
halved since 2020 to 34% of GDP in 2023, triggering a string
of credit rating upgrades, though smaller fiscal surpluses going
forward will slow future debt reductions. The main upside risk
to the outlook is more rapid non-oil growth if the reform pro-
gram yields stronger-than-expected results. The main down-
side risk would be a sharp drop in oil prices which pushes the
budget back into large deficit and halts reform momentum.

Qatar: Growth moderate ahead of LNG ramp-up

Non-oil growth is expected to accelerate to 2-3% in 2024
and 2025, having dipped last year in the aftermath of the 2022
FIFA World Cup. A recent pickup in credit growth, above-50
PMI readings, and still elevated visitor numbers are support-
ive of domestic demand which should drive non-oil growth
over the forecast period. The fading effects of an exceptionally
strong 2022 and — eventually — interest rate cuts albeit from
high levels are additional drivers. Total GDP growth, how-
ever, will be relatively modest amid growth-neutral budgets
and negligible gains in hydrocarbon output until 2026, when
the first phase of Qatar’s massive LNG capacity expansion is
expected to be completed, bringing LNG output to 110 mtpa
(43% increase). Crude output is seen broadly steady at 0.6
mb/d in 2024-25.

We forecast solid fiscal surpluses in 2024 and 2025 (around
7-8% of GDP) on account of modest projected increases in
hydrocarbon revenues and continued spending restraint. Con-
sequently, gross public debt is expected to continue to decline
to an estimated 45% of GDP in 2025 from above 60% in 2021.
Beyond 2025 we see the potential for larger fiscal surpluses
following the ramping up of LNG exports which can be de-
ployed on development plan-linked capital spending. Indeed, a
near doubling of LNG capacity by 2030 to 142 mtpa from the
current 77 mtpa is now planned, higher than earlier estimates
of a 127 mtpa target, allowing Qatar to control a larger share
of the global LNG market. Given the above, risks are skewed
to the upside, especially in the event of higher gas prices due
to a shortage or stronger demand, while downside risks stem
mainly from adverse geopolitics or lower gas prices and de-
mand in the event of a global recession.

' Table 1: Key economic indicators
Bahrain Oman Qatar
2023 2024t 2025f 2023 2024f 20251 20232 20241 2025f
Nominal GDP 4 billion 432 453 47.2 115 117 122 2022 2127 2188
Real GDP W Yy 25 31 1.6 0.6 3.0 15 1.8 20
- Oil sector % y/y 25 33 15 -3.0 3.0 24 10 10
- Non-oil sector W% y/y 3.5 3.0 20 25 3.0 10 23 27
Inflation % y/y 01 14 09 10 20 30 25 22
Budget Balance % of GDP -3.5 -3.7 1.5 i0 1.0 57 81 6.9
Current account balance % of GDP 6.2 47 0.0 -10 -1.0 12.9 13.0 117
Source: Official sources, NBK estimates.

Bank and DHL to ship international cargo with green fuel

NBK adopts ‘DHL GoGreen Plus’ service, first in Kuwait banking

KUWAIT CITY, May 14: National Bank of Kuwait (NBK) has entered into
a strategic partnership with DHL, a prominent global logistics company, to
use the “DHL GoGreen Plus” service, strengthening its leading position as
Kuwait’s first bank to participate in this global initiative.

The collaboration underscores the Bank’s commitment to advancing sus-
tainability efforts into the business, culture, and operations, thereby facilitat-
ing the shift towards a sustainable, low-carbon economy. This strongly aligns
with NBK’s pledge to attain carbon neutrality by 2060.

Through its participation in GoGreen Plus,NBK ensures that all its interna-
tional shipments are transported using Sustainable Aviation Fuel (SAF) rather
than traditional jet fuel. This transition leads to a substantial reduction in car-
bon emissions.

Under this strategic partnership, NBK will be awarded an annual sustain-
ability certificate, which was announced to NBK’s Group Administration Ser-
vices during the signing ceremony of the agreement.

Commenting on the partnership, Mr. Fahad Al-Thuwaini, GM — Head of
Group Administration Services at NBK stated, “This step is part of NBK’s ef-
forts to move towards a sustainable future, focusing on industry leading ESG
practices, aligning with our goals of achieving carbon neutrality by 2060, and
our aspiration to achieve net-zero operationally by 2035.”

“Last year, NBK took decisive steps into embedding ESG principles into
its supply chain management by revising the bank’s procurement policies and
procedures, implementing a more sustainable procurement strategy and meth-
odology.” Al-Thuwaini added.

On behalf of DHL, Mr. Makram Raad- Country Manager Kuwait said, “We

are thrilled to forge this strategic alliance with NBK, a financial institution
of significant size and stellar reputation. Being the first bank in Kuwait to
sign upfor DHL GoGreen Plus service underscores NBK’s commitment to
environmental sustainability. This partnership will bolster our joint efforts to
reduce emissions, advancing our aim of reachingnet-zero emissions by 2050.”

NBK executives with DHL team.

Raad highlighted that the “GoGreenPlus” service enables DHL’s custom-
ers to mitigate the carbon emissions linked to their air cargo by utilizing sus-
tainable aviation fuel. This fuel is produced from alternative raw materials
sourced from sustainable energy, such as cooking oil, waste, and hydrogen.
SAF can provide greenhouse gas emission reductions of up to 80 percent over
its lifecycle compared with the conventional jet fuel it replaces.

Acknowledging NBK’s leadership in sustainability both locally and re-
gionally, the bank was recently awarded the Best Bank in the Middle East
for ESG-Related Loans Award 2024, by Global Finance.

In its fourth annual survey, Global Finance acknowledged prominent
global and regional organizations for their sustainable finance initia-
tives in 2023, which significantly mitigated the adverse effects of climate
change and fostered the development of a more sustainable future for hu-
manity. In 2023, NBK embarked on a new trajectory in its ESG strategy
by integratingESG standards into business activities and expanding its
offerings to green mortgage loans, consumer loans for electric vehicles,
sustainability-related financing, and low-emission housing loans.

For the second consecutive year, NBK has upheld its robust ratings in the
CDP initiative, earning a score of “C” in the categories of Climate Change
and Forests in 2023. This accomplishment reinforces the bank’s prominent
standing as the only bank in Kuwait to secure a rating from CDP, a global
non-profit organization acclaimed for its environmental disclosure platform.
This recognition positions NBK as one of the leading financial institutions in
the GCC for upholding the highest standards of environmental stewardship.
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Total revenues amount to $193 million

Egypt Kuwait Holding achieved net profit of $62.6 min

in the first quarter of 2024, with an increase of 4.3 pct
EKd

KUWAIT CITY, May 14: EKH strate-
gic investments continue to bear fruit
with the Group recording a top-line of
USD 193.0 million in 1Q 2024, demon-
strating solid profitability with gross
profit margin and EBITDA margin
recording 44% and 40 %, respectively;
attributable net income reached USD
62.6 million, supported by resilient per-
formance and growth across the busi-

ness.

EKH recorded revenues of USD 193.0 million
in 1Q 2024, primarily impacted by the softness in
urea prices globally following the all-time peak
reached in 2022, as well as the devaluation of the
EGP towards the end of the quarter. Despite the
volatile operating conditions, EKH’s profitability
reflects continued resilience, with gross profit and
EBITDA margins standing at 44% and 40%, re-
spectively. Net profit closed at USD 71.9 million,
resulting in a net profit margin of 37%, while
EKH’s attributable net income rose by 4.3%
year-over-year to USD 62.6 million.

Supported by EKH’s solid performance and strong
cashflows, the company distributed a dividend of USD
six cents per share to shareholders in April 2024, affirm-
ing the company’s unwavering commitment to delivering
sustainable value to shareholders. EKH has successfully
distributed over USD67 million in dividends in FY 2023
and approximately USD 800 million since inception.

Commenting on the Group’s performance, EKH
Chairman, Loay Jassim Al-Kharafi said: “During the first
quarter of the year, we continued to reap the rewards of
the strategic investments we’ve diligently made over the
past year, aimed at diversifying, and strengthening our
portfolio. We worked meticulously to grow our earnings,
despite challenging macroeconomic conditions, building
a solid base for the rest of the year and reiterating EKH’s
resilience and ability to deliver superior returns.”

“In 2024, we will focus on directing our main efforts
towards exploring expansion opportunities in regional
markets and venturing into new and diverse sectors. Our
goal remains to foster sustainable growth and optimize
revenue streams in foreign currencies.Concurrently, our
team remains unwavering in its commitment to enhanc-
ing profitability. With steadfast confidence in our new
executive management, we plan on capitalizing on these
achievements to propel the company along its growth tra-
jectory.”

Commenting on the Group’s performance, EKH CEO,
Jon Rokk: “I am pleased to report on EKH’s performance
during my first quarter as Company CEO. During 1Q
2024, the Company achieved revenues of USD 193 mil-
lion, accompanied by a gross profit marginof 44%. This
resulted in a notable y-o-y increase of 4.3% in net profit
attributable to the Company, reaching USD 62.6 mil-
lion.”

“Our strategic investments in Fertilizers and Petro-
chemicals front have ensured resilience and yielded
positive results despite challenges such as global urea
price volatility and the EGP devaluation. Specifically,

Loay Jassim Al-Kharafi, EKH Chairman

investments in SpreaMisr have opened up lucrative
opportunities,driven by increased production capacities
in the existing production lines and the operation of new
production lines. Meanwhile, at AlexFert, revenues are
gradually rebounding following peaks in urea prices,
with our increased ownership of 75.33% significantly en-
hancing USD-denominated revenues.”

“In the Energy and Energy-Related segment, ONS

has showcased robust performance driven by expansion
efforts, including enlarging our concession area to 440
km2 and drilling two new wells. Meanwhile, NatEn-
ergy’s downstream natural gas distribution subsidiaries
have prioritized expanding household installations, while
Kahraba continued to reap the rewards of our new con-
cession awarded in 2022 for the 10th of Ramadan South
Industrial Developers Zone, effectively doubling its dis-

Alexandria Fertilizers Company

EKH

Jon Rokk, EKH CEO

tribution volumes y-o-y.”

“In our Insurance & Diversified segment, Delta In-
surance’s growth has offset the adverse effects of EGP
devaluation, while Bedayti, our microfinance subsidiary,
has experienced rapid growth since its establishment,
with revenues up by 32% y-o-y and net profit up by 18%
y-o-y in the 1Q 2024.”

“Lastly, I am pleased to add that we are working
hard to ensure that our Nilewood production facility,
a joint venture with renowned German MDF producer
Holzwerkstoffe GmbH, is on track to commence op-
erations, marking growth and diversifying revenue
streams as well as positively impacting our bottom
line.”

“As we move forward into 2024, our primary focus re-
mains on executing growth initiatives to enhance scale
and create value for our stakeholders while also exploring
opportunities for regional expansion and diversification
into new sectors, all with the aim of driving growth and
resilience across our business.”

Egypt Kuwait Holding Co. Cash Dividends

The company distributed cash dividends of six cents
per share for 2023, with USD 67 million in total. This dis-
tribution was made possible by the company’s outstand-
ing performance and strong cash flows. Consequently,
the total cash dividends distributed since the company’s
establishment amount to $800 million approximately.

About Egypt Kuwait Holding Company

Founded in 1997, Egypt Kuwait Holding Company
is listed on both the Kuwait and Egyptian stock mar-
kets. Over the past decades, it has emerged as one of
the largest, leading, and fastest-growing investment
companies in the Middle East. Its diverse portfolio
spans five major sectors: fertilizers, petrochemicals,
gas upstream and distribution, power production and
distribution, insurance and non-bank financial ser-
vices. The Egypt Kuwait Holding Company is aiming
to continue achieving high return on investment rates
for its investors based on a strong investment portfolio
and a competent management team

KIC reports gross
profit of KD 3.6m

KUWAIT CITY, May 14: Kuwait Insurance Company an-
nounced the results of the first quarter of the current year,
where the Gross profit for the current period amounted to
KD 3.6 million (USD 11.7 million) compared to KD 3.4
million (USD 11 million), which shows an increase equal
t0 4.7%.

The Gross Written Premium for the current period
amounted to KD 23 million (USD 75 million), compared to
KD 15.8 million (USD 51.3 million) for the same period last
year, which shows an increase of KD 7.3 million (USD 24
million), equal to 46.3 %. Earned premium amounted to KD
20 million (USD 65 million) for the current period, com-
pared to KD 12.4 million(USD 40 million), which shows
an increase of KD 7.6 million (USD 25 million ), equal to
61.4%.

Operating profit amounted to KD 2.2 million (USD 7.14
million), compared to KD 2.1 million (USD 6.8 million) for
the same period last year.

The company’s CEO, Mr. Sami
Sharif, stated that the successes we are
achieving are the results of the huge ef-
fort made in the previous years to build
the foundations that enable us to enjoy
the sustainable growth in profits and in
premiums and due to the strong and sta-
ble financial foundation. The company
won the award “Most Financially Stable
Insurance Company” for the year 2023
from “The Global Economics” maga-
zine, which specializes in launching an-
nual classifications in the fields of economy and business.
Additionally, KIC also received the award for “Best Com-
pany in General Insurance for the year 2023” from “Interna-
tional Finance” magazine.

Mr. Sami Sharif mentioned that in addition to the sales and
profits, this year was also full of other accomplishments, such
as, the reaffirmation of our company’s credit ratings from AM
Best and Moody’s credit rating agencies with an A- (Excel-
lent) and A3 respectively, both with a stable outlook and we
are proud in continuing with these ratings as we lead among the
various local and regional companies of the insurance sector.

Aiming to focus on the importance of corporate social
responsibility, Kuwait Insurance Company signed a memo-
randum of understanding with the Sabah Al-Ahmad Center
for Giftedness and Creativity. KIC aims to contribute by
sponsoring specialized and diverse programs in the fields
of science and technology for children and youth to hone
their skills and develop their talents and abilities. The com-
pany also sponsored the Kuwait Sustainability Exhibition to
promote the culture of sustainability in society and spread
awareness about the importance of creating a sustainable so-
ciety for future generations. The company, in cooperation
with the Kuwait Food and Relief Bank for the second year
in a row, carried out its charitable campaign “Iftar for the
Fasting Person” by distributing Iftar meals to fasting work-
ers and people with limited income.

Kuwait Insurance Company is keen in investing and devel-
oping the staff by providing training and enrolling them for edu-
cational programs, which will develop them in providing insur-
ance services to organizations, individuals, and stakeholders.
With this step, they not only serve the interests of the society
but also of the State of Kuwait. We still look forward to accom-
plishing a lot in the coming years and I would like to take this
opportunity to thank everyone who has contributed in achieving
our goals, including the Board of Directors, the shareholders,
and the company’s employees.

Sami Sharif

China, US top-level dialogue on artificial intel set

GENEVA, May 14, (AP): High-level envoys from the
United States and China are set to meet in Geneva on
Tuesday for talks about artificial intelligence, includ-
ing the risks of the fast-evolving technology and ways
to set shared standards to manage it.

The meeting, billed as an opening exchange of
views, is the first under an inter-governmental dia-
logue on Al agreed during a multi-faceted meeting be-
tween U.S. President Joe Biden and Chinese President
Xi Jinping in San Francisco in November.

Both the U.S. and China see Al as crucial for na-
tional security and economic growth, with Biden ad-
ministration officials saying they plan to focus on the
development of safe, secure and trustworthy Al. The
officials insisted on anonymity to preview the meeting

on a phone call with reporters.

They also said the U.S. would outline how it was
addressing possible risks from the technology by
creating voluntary commitments with the sector’s
leading companies and requiring safety tests of Al
products. The U.S. government also sees efforts un-
dertaken on Al by China as possibly undermining the
national security of America and its allies, and Wash-
ington has been vying to stay ahead of Beijing on the
use of Al in weapons systems.

China’s official Xinhua news agency, citing the For-
eign Ministry, said the two sides would take up issues
including the technological risks of Al and global gov-
ernance.

The National Security Council at the White

House said the U.S. team is being led by presiden-
tial adviser and senior director for technology and
national security, Tarun Chhabra, and the State
Department’s acting special envoy for critical and
emerging technologies, Seth Center.

The meeting underlines the wider race by govern-
ments around the world to figure out how to rein in ar-
tificial intelligence even as the technology makes rapid
advances and is poised to transform many aspects of
daily life, from education and the workplace to copy-
right and piracy. Government leaders from a number of
countries are expected to meet in Seoul next week for the
second edition of talks on the safety of cutting-edge Al
models, after a first round last year at a former wartime
code-breaking base in Britain.

EKH

Egypt Kuwait Holding

Egypt Kuwait Holding

Transformative Investments Addressing Global Challenges

Total Revenues

First Quarter 2024 Results

193 million Dollars

Net Profit Attributable to Shareholders

62.6_Mi|lion Dollars
With an Increase of 4.3%

www.ekholding.com




Zain fosters tech innovation in Kuwait with

KUWAIT CITY, May 14: Zain
hosted a special talk at its head-
quarters in Shuwaikh featuring
Canadian technopreneur Bertrand
Nepveu, the creator of the technol-
ogy behind the Apple Vision Pro
mixed reality headset. Nepveu took
the stage to share his success story
and key chapters from his journey
in entrepreneurship and tech inno-
vation. The session came in col-
laboration with Sabah Al Ahmad
Center for Giftedness and Creativ-
ity (SACGC) - a center of the Ku-
wait Foundation for the Advance-
ment of Sciences (KFAS), Warba
Bank, and ALGAS Events.

During his visit to Zain, Ber-
trand Nepveu met with Zain Vice
Chairman and Group CEO Bader
Al Kharafi, Zain Group Board
Member and Omantel CEO Talal
Mamari, Zain Kuwait CEO Nawaf
Algharabally, and Zain’s executive
management team.

This session came as part of a se-
ries of insightful talks the four part-
ners hosted in Kuwait to introduce
the local community to this global
success story, making the most out
of Bertrand Nepveu’s first ever visit
to the Middle East.

The series included a special ses-
sion for Zain and strategic partners’
employees at the company’s HQ, a
public session for tech enthusiasts
and entrepreneurs at Four Seasons
Hotel, and a special session for uni-
versity students held at Gulf Uni-
versity for Science and Technology
(GUST).

Bertrand Nepveu was born into
a family with a rich entrepreneurial
legacy, where he inherited his love
for innovation and creativity. Since
2005, he worked on developing his
passion for virtual and augmented
reality (VR/AR) experiences when
he founded his own startup, Vr-
vana.

Bertrand’s journey took a trans-
formative turn when he and his
team collaborated with Apple in
California. Together, they pushed
the boundaries of technology, cul-
minating in the creation of the Ap-
ple Vision Pro mixed reality head-
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Company collahorates with SACGC, Warba Bank & ALGAS Events

From the special talk at Zain’s headquarters.

set. Bertrand’s visionary leadership
played a pivotal role in shaping the
future of mixed reality experiences.

During the session, Nepveu
shared with Zain and strategic part-
ners’ employees the biggest mile-
stones of his success story, and how
he transformed his passion for tech-
nology, innovation, and entrepre-
neurship into real-world success.

He also shared the biggest chal-
lenges he faced in his journey and
how he overcame them. Towards
the end of the session, the employ-
ees asked Nepveu their own ques-
tions to make the most out of this
experience.

This step came under Zain’s
Innovation Nation initiative that
strives to foster creativity, inno-
vation, digital upskilling, and en-
trepreneurship in the community.
The initiative strives to share glob-
al success stories with students
and entrepreneurs across Kuwait
and has contributed to empower-
ing thousands of aspiring young
people through tens of interactive
programs.

This session also adds to the long
list of programs co-presented by
Zain and Sabah Al Ahmad Center
for Giftedness and Creativity un-
der their joint vision to achieve a
number of strategic pillars, like
fostering innovation and entrepre-
neurship, upskilling young people,
empowering startup owners, in-
vesting in youth’s digital skills, and
more.

Anwar Al-Mutairi wins KFH Gold

KFH announces winners of
AlRabeh draw for May 2024

KUWAIT CITY, May 14: Kuwait
Finance House (KFH) announced
the winners of the AlRabeh draw
with 30 customers winning cash
prizes worth KD1,500 each for the
16th until the 18th week of 2024.
Additionally, KFH announced An-
war Al-Mutairi as the monthly win-
ner of 1 kilo Gram of KFH Gold for
the month of April 2024.

The winners of KD 1,500 each
are: Bandar Al-Otaibi, Mohammed
Khattab, Huda Al-Sahhaf, Fatima
Al-Khamees, Ali Abualneil, Adel
Dewdar, Amro El-Metwaly, Maya
Assaf, Fatima Al-Adwani, Abdulaziz
Al-Kandari, Yousef Al-Awadhi,
Yousef Abdullah, Meshref Al-Daiha-
ni, Osama Abdullatif, Badreyah
Musallam, Wahid Rezeq, Muneefah
Al-Enezi, Saad Al-Ajmi, Ahmad Al-
Enezi, Fawaz Al-Sulaili, Salam Bakr,
Osama Mohammed, Dalal Muhanna,
Ali Al-Daihani, Ahmad Al-Rashed,
Eman Al-Dhafeeri, Bader Al-Mu-
tairi, Bader Al-Daihani, Ibrahim El-
Sheqaqji, Rashed Al-Azmi.

The AlRabeh campaign provides
prizes and draws that offer cus-
tomers several chances of winning
“weekly, monthly and quarterly”.
The campaign crowns 536 winners
throughout the year.

The draw took place under the su-
pervision of a representative from the
Ministry of Commerce and Industry.

The campaign is part of KFH’s
ongoing efforts to offer exception-
al products and services that meet
customers’ aspirations, enhance the
Bank’s leadership in the local and
global markets, as well as reflect its
excellence in offering innovative

banking solutions as per the highest
quality standards.

The Al-Rabeh account is a sal-
ary account available to customers
wishing to transfer their salaries
and manage their personal accounts.
Customers can open Al-Rabeh ac-
count in any of KFH branches in
Kuwait, or through the Bank’s on-
line channels. The account can be
opened in the Kuwaiti Dinar and
is targeted for customers wishing
to transfer their salaries and man-
age their personal accounts. Salary
transfer is a prerequisite for custom-
ers to enter the draw provided that
the transfer of salary to Al-Rabeh
account is constant.

Regarding the terms and condi-
tions of the prizes and draws, a cus-
tomer is able to deposit 3 salaries
during the 3 months prior to the
draw, and the minimum balance of
the account should not be less than
KD 50 at the end of each month dur-
ing the 3 months prior to the draw.
Ten draws take place on a weekly
basis for amount of K.D 1,500 for
10 winners each, 1 KG of KFH gold
will be drawn monthly for one win-
ner and K.D 25,000 for one winner
every quarter, reaching a total num-
ber of 536 winners during the year.

KFH is keen to further meet cus-
tomers’ requirements and aspira-
tions and their increasing needs as
well as offer innovative and modern
services, therefore achieving cus-
tomer satisfaction, which is one of
the fundamentals at KFH. The Bank
has achieved a qualitative shift in
the level of financial services by uti-
lizing technology.

The campaign visual

global success stories

Nepveu meets Bader Al Kharafi and Zain’s executive management team.

Bader Faisal Al Sayer highlights importance of inspiring success stories

Al Sayer holds Toyota achievement awards ceremony

KUWAIT CITY, May 14: Honor-
ing exceptional Kuwaiti men &
women who have made signifi-
cant contributions to society and
business in Kuwait Committed to
support the community and Ku-
waiti talents, Mohamed Naser Al
Sayer & Sons Est. Co recently held
Toyota Achievements Awards Cer-
emony in association with CP Mag-
azine to celebrate the exceptional
achievements among Kuwaiti male
and female across different do-
mains. The ceremony was attended
by Mubarak Naser Al Sayer CEO,
Bengt Schultz COO, Martin Ah-
erne Senior Business Director Toy-
ota Sales, Bader Faisal Al Sayer
Head of Toyota Marketing, Hamad
Al Fouzan Senior Manager Product
Planning and Sales Administration
along with the representatives from
press and media.

Congratulating the winners of
the competition Mubarak Naser
Al Sayer said “you have become
role models in society because you
have shown a strong and effective
presence in your fields of speciali-
zation”.

“Since the launch of the award
program, we have received many
requests for participation, and in
this regard, we extend our sincere
thanks to our partners CP Maga-
zine for their cooperation with us
in this field and helping us to share
wonderful stories of the successes
of distinguished people who live

among us in this community” add-
ed Mubarak Al Sayer.

The Toyota  Achievement
Awards serves as an opportunity
for the public to express gratitude
and appreciation towards local he-
roes whose endeavors have posi-
tively impacted society.

Bader Faisal Al Sayer said,
“These success stories will serve
as inspiration that illuminates the
paths of future generations to serve
as living examples to be followed
to achieve more achievements and
goals despite any challenges or dif-
ficulties”.

TOYOTA

Uzbekistan Ambassador holds talks with LuLu Hypermarket Director

In a move to strengthen economic
ties and promote Uzbek exports to
Kuwait, the Ambassador of Uzbek-
istan H.E. Dr. Ayubkham Yunusov
held a business meeting with the
Director of LuLu Hypermarket Ku-
wait, Mohamed Haris, on May 13,
at the LuLu Kuwait regional office.

The discussions centered on
exploring the potential for import-
ing a variety of Uzbek products
into the Kuwaiti market, with a
particular emphasis on fresh fruits

and vegetables, dried fruits, and
other high-quality produce. This
initiative aims to diversify LulLu
Hypermarket’s offerings and pro-
vide Kuwaiti consumers with ac-
cess to new and exciting products
from Uzbekistan.

The Uzbek delegation accom-
panying the ambassador and par-
ticipating in the business meeting
included First Deputy Minister,
Xolmuroddov Nozimjon Qosimov-
ich, Head of Department for Mid-

dle East and Africa, Nizomitdinov
Jaxongir Muhitdin, Chief Special-
ist, Karimjanov Sardor Ulugbek,,
Deputy Head of Department, Naz-
arov Munis lbrokhim, and First
Secretary Bahrom Turdialiev,

The discussions revealed a
strong mutual interest in collabo-
ration with LuLu Hypermarket
expressing their keen interest in
importing Uzbek products, rec-
ognizing the potential to enhance
their product selection and cater

to the evolving needs of their cus-
tomers.

The business meeting signifies
a positive step towards fostering
stronger economic ties between
Uzbekistan and Kuwait. By facilitat-
ing the import of high-quality Uzbek
products, the collaboration with
LuLu Hypermarket has the poten-
tial to benefit both nations — offer-
ing Kuwaiti consumers new choic-
es and promoting Uzbek exports in
the region.

ABK partners

KUWAIT CITY, May 14: As part
of its strategic digital transforma-
tion plan, Al Ahli Bank of Kuwait
(ABK) recently announced its stra-
tegic partnership with CyberMAK
Information Systems to enhance its
banking services and customer ex-
perience through ‘Digital Employ-
ee’ technology from Automation
Anywhere.

This initiative is part of the
Bank’s ongoing internal cross-col-
laborations between Operations and
Digital Transformation with an aim
of improving operational efficiency
to deliver advanced, innovative
banking services to enhance cus-
tomer service.

Elaborating on this initiative,
Mohammed Al Bloushi, General
Manager of Operations at ABK,
explained how this solution auto-
mates repetitive tasks, resulting in
enhanced efficiency and therefore,
reduced time and effort for complet-
ing banking transactions.

Al Bloushi stated that, “The
adoption of this technology mir-
rors ABK’s dedication to sustain-

with CyberMAK for digital transformation

Mohammad Al Bloushi — GM of Op-
erations at ABK

ably deliver advanced services. This
commitment aims to meet customer
needs with top-notch standards in a
quicker and more efficient manner.”
He continued, “The Bank plans to
forge more partnerships in the fu-
ture to align with the ongoing digital
transformation in the banking sector
and consistently meet evolving cus-

Khalil AlQattan — Acting GM of Dig-
ital Transformation

tomer demands.”

Khalil AlQattan, Acting General
Manager of Digital Transformation
and Innovation at ABK, empha-
sized, “Leveraging artificial intel-
ligence (AI) technology ,offers nu-
merous benefits. This advancement
enhances customer service to the
highest banking standards, ultimate-

ly elevating the Bank’s competitive
edge in the local market.”

He further elaborated, “Automa-
tion software aids in error reduc-
tion by minimizing human mistakes
and enhancing operational accuracy
through the use of Al This mecha-
nism mitigates risks and enhances
customers service quality.” AlQat-
tan further explained that this leads
to cost savings where the automa-
tion decreases operational costs by
allowing employees to focus on
tasks beyond routine operations.

Furthermore, it accelerates opera-
tions by enabling banks to expedite
various aspects, such as request pro-
cessing, report generation, and ac-
count management.

Concluding his statement, AlQat-
tan reiterated the Bank’s dedication
to investing in digital transforma-
tion by leveraging -cutting-edge
technologies. He emphasized the
importance of fostering partnerships
with specialized technical entities to
meet the Bank’s goals of delivering
advanced and innovative banking
services to all customers.
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International Museum Day

Amricani Cultural Centre
Saturday 18 May, 2:30 -7 PM

Dar al-Athar al-Islamiyyah/The al-Sabah Collection is celebrating International
Museum Day on Saturday, 18 May with a full schedule of activities.

2:30 - 7:00 Motif Worksheets

2:30 - 7:00 Parent Guides

2:45 - 7:00 Tours

3:15 Calligraphy Workshop

4:00 Project Zero (teachers) Workshop & Tour
4:00 Interactive Storytime - Museum Trip
4:45 Family Tour

5:00 An Art Full Education (Reggio) Workshop
5:00 Repeating Geometric Patterns Workshop
6:00 Home of Kind Words Curator Tour

6:30 Family Tour

Please note, items in bold require pre-registration.

For more information or to register, email: amricanieducation@gmail.com

ICOIs1
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councll
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X@ B0 @ICOMOFFICIEL

A flyer of the event.
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Photos from the event.

IDF releases new health guide ‘Travel Medicine’

Indian Doctors Forum marks 20 years of service

KUWAIT CITY, May 14: Indian Doctors Forum
(IDF) celebrated its glorious 20th Anniversary at
Jumeirah Beach Hotel on 10th May 2024.

Indian Doctors Forum is an esteemed associa-
tion of Indians expatriate doctors in Kuwait. It was
established in 2004. Since the inception, it is des-
tined to humanitarian activities like conducting
Medical Camps, Blood Donation Camps, Aware-
ness Programs, Speeches, and Seminars. The
philanthropic activities of the association are prin-
cipally targeted towards the underprivileged popu-
lation irrespective of nationalities. Its role in the
torrid period of deadly Covid had been exemplary.

Along with its humanitarian activities, the Fo-
rum also carries out socio-cultural events; the big-
gest and most cherished among them is Docfest.

This year’s event was graced by His Excel-
lency, Ambassador of India, Dr Adarsh Swaika.
Among the guests, Sheikha Dosari, His Excellency
Ambassador of South Africa and His Excellency
Ambassador of Serbia, secretaries and officials of
Indian Embassy and many eminent persons and
dignitaries were present.

The evening started with National Anthem of
Kuwait and India, followed by recitation of Holy
Quran. After the Welcome Speech by Dr Ashok
Deb, the Joint General Secretary, the President of
Indian Doctors Forum- Dr Diwakara Chaluvaiah
explained the role of the forum. He thanked all the
general members, executive committee members
and office bearers for successfully launching the
event in a very challenging situation.

Philanthropy

The Guest of Honour HE Ambassador of India
expressed his warm greetings to the members of
forum and inspired them to continue their philan-
thropic activities. He emphasised the role of the
doctors in the society. He believes that the bilateral
tie between India and Kuwait would be stronger by
means all such noble works.

Joint Cultural Secretary Dr Fibisha Balan ex-
pressed her pleasure to all the guests, dignitaries
and members of Indian Doctors Forum.

Thereafter the 19th issue of Health Guide of In-
dian Doctors Forum was released by His Excel-

lency Ambassador of India. The topic of this year
is “Travel Medicine”. Dr Radhakrishna Panicker,
the Chief Editor, expressed his satisfaction for suc-
cessfully composing the book which will be a very
useful health guide for all.

Dr Ramesh Pandita, Haematologist was felici-
tated on stage for achieving an exceptional land-
mark of receiving the award on his name from
Ministry of Health for his outstanding works in the
field of haematology.

This year the theme of the Docfest was “Glory
of Ancient India”. A group of extremely skilled
professional classical artists of Prabhath Kalavida-
ru from Bangaluru associated with the members
and their families of Indian Doctors Forum pre-
sented a mesmerising dance drama titled “Bhavya
Bharatha Katha” which showcased the Glory of
Ancient India. Their presentation was witnessed
and cheered by a huge audience which entirely
filled the Badriya Auditorium. The group was
awarded with memento. Indian Doctors Forum
is very much optimistic in launching some more
socio-cultural events in future.

Empowering creativity

Dasman Bilingual School
holds visionary Art Expo

By Paul Francis X. Fernandes
Arab Times/Al-Seyassah Staff

KUWAIT CITY, May 14: In the heart
of Kuwait City, the Dasman Bilingual
School organized the Art Exhibition
that seamlessly merged tradition with
modernity.

This groundbreaking two-day event,
which was inaugurated by the school’s
superintendent, Samar Dizmen, not
only celebrated artistic expression but
also served as a catalyst for social
change with a primary focus on inspir-
ing and empowering budding talents.

Spearheaded by Art Coordinator
Khalid Ali, this innovative art exhibi-
tion blended traditional artistic expres-
sion with modern IT and tech influ-
ences.

Inspire

The primary goal, Ali said, was to
inspire and empower students, particu-
larly the young artists, to fearlessly
showcase their work without concerns
of judgment or prejudice. This unique
exhibition not only brought canvases
to life but also served as a platform for
students to address social issues preva-
lent in the community through their
art.

Ali emphasized the exhibition’s
broader aim was to arm and motivate
budding artists globally, with a special
focus on the Middle East, to express
themselves through art. Drawing from
personal experiences and the wisdom of
older generations, Ali highlighted the
enduring power of art as a medium for
communication and social commentary.

In an era dominated by technology

and social media, he said, visual com-
munication has become increasingly
paramount, shaping the perspectives
of today’s youth.

Ali stressed the importance of nur-
turing visual learning, particularly in a
generation raised with constant expo-
sure to technological devices.

By providing opportunities for stu-
dents to engage with art, Ali said, the
exhibition aimed to foster mutual under-
standing and empathy among peers,
encouraging them to explore and express
their ideas and emotions in ways beyond
conventional language.

High School art teacher Ali Hoballah
underscored the event’s purpose saying
it was to showcase the remarkable talent
of students and offer them a platform to
unleash their creativity through art.
While some students exhibited a natural
affinity for art, others benefited from
guidance and mentorship to refine their
skills and discover the depth of artistic
expression.

The exhibition, which is an annual
event, not only celebrated artistic tal-
ent but also aimed to instill in students
a deeper appreciation for art and its
potential to evoke emotions and pro-
voke thought.

Positive feedback from visitors, he
said, serves as validation for the stu-
dents’ efforts, motivating them to pur-
sue their artistic endeavors with new-
found confidence.

Hoballah expressed optimism about
the future, noting that some students
displayed a level of proficiency com-
parable to professional artists, hinting
at promising career paths in fields such
as architecture and interior decoration.

From left: Art Coordinator Khalid Ali, HS Art teacher Hoballah and Kristy
Clark compliance manager: health and safety and safeguarding, Cognita

Middle East.

Some of the students at the exhibition.

Pakistan amb joins drive

PAK organizes blood donation
drive on Int’l Thalassemia Day

By M. Irfan Shafiq

Group Company KSCP, is the first pri-

A collage of photos from the event.

KUWAIT CITY, May 14: The Pakistani
Blood Donors Association (Kuwait
Chapter), aka PAK Donors, organized a
successful blood donation drive yester-
day to mark International Thalassemia
Day. The event, held at the Kuwait
Central Blood Bank in Al Jabriya,
Kuwait, attracted over 250 registered
donors. The drive was dedicated to
fighting thalassemia under the slogan
“Donate Blood, Save a Child”.

The efforts of PAK Donors were
honored by the presence of the
Ambassador of Pakistan to Kuwait,
H.E. Malik Muhammad Farooq, and the
WHO representative to Kuwait, Dr.
Asad Hafeez. Asha’s Restaurant and
CityBus Kuwait partnered with PAK
Donors, contributing significantly to the
event’s success. Asha’s Restaurant,
renowned for its cuisine and hospitality,
and CityBus, the flagship brand of City

vately held public transport provider in
Kuwait, showcasing its commitment to
social responsibility by supporting the
noble cause of blood donation.

Various dignitaries, including com-
munity heads and representatives from
Coast Investment and Development
Co., participated in the event, emphasiz-
ing the Pakistani community’s dedica-
tion to serving humanity in Kuwait.
Nouman Aslam Ghuman, the In-charge
Coordinator of PAK Donors, expressed
pride in organizing the 24th blood dona-
tion drive and reiterated the organiza-
tion’s commitment to spreading aware-
ness about blood donation’s importance.

The event received support from the
Kuwait Central Blood Bank, sponsors,
donors, volunteers, and media partners,
highlighting the collective effort to
combat thalassemia and save lives.
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McConaughey stars in film about a 2018 deadly wildfire

Cannes opens with Gerwig’s jury and Palme d’Or for Streep

CANNES, France, May 14, (AP): The Cannes Film Festival opens
Tuesday with the unveiling of Greta Gerwig’s jury and the presenta-
tion of an honorary Palme d’Or for Meryl Streep, as the French Riviera
spectacular kicks off a potentially volatile 77th edition.

A 10-day stream of stars will begin flowing down Cannes’ famous
red carpet beginning with the opening night film, “The Second Act,”
a French comedy starring Lea Seydoux, Vincent Lindon, Louis Garrel
and Raphaél Quenard. During the opening ceremony, Streep will be
given an honorary Palme.

In the days to come, Cannes will premiere George Miller’s “Furiosa:
A Mad Max Saga,” Francis Ford Coppola’s self-financed “Megalopo-
lis” and anticipated new movies from Paolo Sorrentino, Yorgos Lanthi-
mos, Andrea Arnold and Kevin Costner.

But much of the drama surrounding this year’s Cannes has been off
screen.

After French actor Judith Godreche earlier this year accused two
film directors of rape and sexual abuse when she was a teenager, the
French film industry has been dealing with arguably its defining #Me-
Too moment. On Wednesday, Godreche will premiere her short “Moi
Aussi.”

Festival workers, fed up with short-term contracts that leave them
unqualified for unemployment benefits in between festivals, have
threatened to strike.

And on Monday, the Iranian filmmaker Mohammed Rasoulof,
whose film “The Seed of the Sacred Fig” is premiering next week in
competition in Cannes, said he had fled Iran after being sentenced to

eight years in prison and flogging. The film is said to be a critical depic-
tion of the Iranian regime.

Many, though, will be focused on the stars parading Cannes’ carpet.
They’ll include Emma Stone, Anya Taylor-Joy, Demi Moore, Selena
Gomez, Nicolas Cage and Barry Keoghan. At the closing ceremony on
May 25, George Lucas is to receive an honorary Palme d’Or.

Regardless, the 77th Cannes will have a lot to live up to. Last year’s
festival, widely celebrated for its robust lineup, produced three Oscar
best picture nominees: “Anatomy of a Fall,” “The Zone of Interest”
and “Killers of the Flower Moon.” To help rekindle last year’s spirit,
Messi, the canine star of “Anatomy of a Fall,” is back in Cannes for a
series of brief French TV spots.

A good Cannes will help France keep the global spotlight through
the summer. The festival will be followed by the French Open, the
Tour de France and, most notably, the summer Olympics in Paris. On
May 21 in Cannes, the Olympic flame will be carried up the steps to the
festival’s hub, the Palais des Festivals.

Also:

ALBUQUERQUE, N.M.: New Mexico is standing in for California in
a new film as Jamie Lee Curtis’ production company and others tell
the story of a bus driver and a school teacher who rescued students dur-
ing the deadliest and most destructive wildfire in California’s history.
The 2018 blaze killed 85 people and nearly erased the community of
Paradise in the Sierra Nevada foothills. Some residents have returned
to help make something new, while others are still haunted by their

memories.

Curtis was among those marking the five-year anniversary in No-
vember when she posted on social media about the people of Paradise
having suffered an unimaginable inferno and talked about the bravery
of residents and the heroes who suited up and responded.

She said at the time she was proud to be producing a film based on
the stories in Lizzie Johnson’s novel: “Paradise: One Town’s Struggle
to Survive an American Wildfire.”

“The Lost Bus” was a project that started in 2022. Now, filming is
underway in and around Santa Fe and Espaiiola and in Ruidoso, a
mountainous area of southern New Mexico that also has seen its share
of wildfires - including a deadly fire in 2022 that was sparked by a
downed power line.

From California to New Mexico and other parts of the West, wild-
fires have become more volatile amid drier and hotter conditions that
have been exacerbated by the effects of climate change. So far this
year, more than 2,812 square miles (7,283 square kilometers) have
burned - more than double the 10-year average, according to the Na-
tional Interagency Fire Center.

The film will star Matthew McConaughey and America Ferrera
under the direction of Paul Greengrass. Emmy Award winner Brad
Ingelsby, Greg Goodman and Jason Blum’s production company
Blumhouse will join Curtis’ Comet Pictures in producing the film.

“The Lost Bus” will focus on bus driver Kevin McKay and teacher
Mary Ludwig, who helped navigate a bus full of children through the
deadly wildfire.

Variety
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From left: Said Fadel, Samir al Borno, Abood Qassim, Rahaf Shamaly, Ahmed Haddad, Fares Anbar and Hamada Nasrallah of the Gaza Strip-based Sol Band pose for a photograph in Doha, Qatar,
Thursday, May 2. (AP)

LONDON: For one night only, the
utilitarian, concrete basement of
London’s Tate Modern museum
was transformed into a lush green
jungle - and it was the hottest
fashion ticket in town.

Luxury Italian fashion house
Gucci hosted its star-studded cruise
collection catwalk at the Thames-
side modern art museum Monday,
showing a series of delicate sheer
outfits, relaxed denim and daywear,
all adorned with the brand’s cov-
eted leather bags and other acces-
sories with the double-G logo.

Singers Dua Lipa and Solange
Knowles were on the front row
with supermodel Kate Moss and
her daughter Lila, along with
actors Demi Moore, Paul Mescal
and Andrew Scott. Also in attend-
ance were Salma Hayek and her
husband, Francois-Henri Pinault,
who is chair and CEO of Kering,
Gucci’s parent company.

It was a big-budget event and
the first cruise collection by Sa-
bato De Sarno, who was named
Gucci’s creative director last year
and debuted his womenswear
designs in September.

Gucci normally stages its shows
in Milan, but like other fashion
powerhouses it chooses locations
around the world to show off its
cruise, or resort, collections - the
shows in between the main spring
and autumn displays. Last year’s
destination was the Gyeongbokgung
Palace in Seoul, South Korea.

On Monday, models meandered
down a runway that wound its way
around hundreds of ferns, over-
hanging plants and mossy paths,
the mass of green a contrast to the
grey, industrial show space. De
Sarno said that contrast extends
to his latest designs, which paired
luxurious evening looks and floral
embroidery with casual jackets
and slouchy denim.

And what of the footwear? Com-
fort comes first, with all outfits,
even the most glamorous evening
gowns, paired with Mary Jane
shoes, ballet flats or platform loaf-
ers worn with little white socks.

De Sarno featured a few
checked jackets in a nod to British
style, though some other designs
were a much more subtle tribute.
Dresses and coats covered with
squares made of a shimmering
bead fringe were a reference to
Scottish plaids. (AP)

a a a

Music

Sol Band escapes war horrors but faces uncertain futures

Palestinian band finds refuge in music

DOHA, Qatar, May 14, (AP): They stroll Doha’s wa-
terfront promenade and sing softly about children who
are now “birds in heaven,” flying free of the pain of the
war in Gaza.

For the Palestinian group Sol Band, it seems surreal
that weeks ago they were hiding from Israeli shelling.

“I just want the war to end,” said Rahaf Shamaly,
the band’s main vocalist and only woman. “I want to
return to Gaza, walk and clean up its streets, hug my
family, and sing with the band in the place where we
started from.”

Five of the band’s seven musicians returned to Gaza
in August to work on their next album.

“We had a lot of music and performances planned,”
said Fares Anbar, the band’s percussionist.

But on Oct. 7, Hamas, along with other militants,
attacked southern Israel, killing 1,200 people and tak-
ing 250 others hostage. Israel retaliated with a military
campaign that has so far killed more than 35,000 people
and leveled large swaths of Gaza.

In April, the five bandmates were able to leave Gaza
via Egypt to Qatar.

The band - which formed in 2012 and plays both tra-
ditional Arabic songs and their own modern pop songs
- has long served as a refuge for its members who grew
up in Gaza amid grinding poverty and other hardships.
Their home, a 360-square-kilometer (140-square-mile)
enclave, has been blockaded for years by Egypt and Is-
rael. Its population of 2.3 million Palestinians has suf-
fered through previous rounds of war between Israel
and Hamas, which has ruled the strip since 2007.

“Living under a siege, an occupation, and living
through very difficult circumstances ... music was my
only escape since I was a child,” the band’s founder and
percussionist, Said Fadel, said.

Music shaped Fadel’s life. His grandfather was one
of the first percussionists in the area and his grandmoth-
er played the oud, a lute-like stringed musical instru-
ment common in the Middle East and Africa.

Of Sol Band’s songs, “Raweq Wa Haddy,” or “Chill
Down,” is their most famous. The lyrics that promise
“great days coming back,” now seem a lifetime away
for people who are moving from place to place, hiding

from airstrikes.

After returning to Gaza in August to record, the five
members of the band filmed themselves surviving the
attacks and shared the videos online whenever an inter-
net connection allowed. Music remained their lifeline
and their main hope; they created songs, often amid the
rubble, with sounds of explosions in the background.
They filmed music videos from where they sheltered,
urging people not to lose hope and remain resilient in
the face of adversity.

Some songs touched on those killed by Israeli air-
strikes, particularly children.

“My children are birds in heaven, lucky is heaven to
have them,” one song goes. “All my life I hoped to raise
them and see them grow up before my eyes.”

Culture

In shelters and camps across Gaza, Sol Band’s five
members held activities for displaced children to keep
their minds off what was happening. Anbar, the band’s
percussionist, even taught some how to keep a beat as
a drummer.

They posted videos of themselves in tents, playing the
guitar and drums, with smiling children who sang along.

“The children’s interaction with the music, and how
they forgot everything that is happening around them
... it proved to me the importance of music in our lives
and the effect it has in the Gaza Strip,” he said.

The five band members who left Gaza via Egypt
to Qatar had been scheduled to perform on the first
stop of their tour “The Journey Begins” at a Pales-
tinian culture festival in Doha. Though the band has
achieved fame internationally, like other Palestinians
they hold travel documents that often involve com-
plicated requirements, and at times they face outright
visa rejections.

“Our passports are Palestinian, (and our) birthplace
Gaza,” Anbar said. “This made it very difficult for us
to get visas.”

With pending shows in Belgium and Tunisia, there is
little guarantee that they will make it there. And if their
visa situation is not sorted out in Qatar, the five will even-
tually have to return to Gaza - and an uncertain future.

“Would the plans we had before the war still hap-
pen?” asked Hamada Nasrallah, a vocalist. “We have
no clear answers.”

Also:

BRUSSELS: The Eurovision song contest continued to
spawn unprecedented controversy, days after the win-
ner was crowned, with the 27-nation European Union
lambasting organizers for their “incoherence” in ban-
ning its flag from the concert hall during the final.

In an unusually sharp letter, EU Commission Vice
President Margaritis Schinas wrote to the organizer,
the Swiss-based European Broadcast Union, that its
ban contributes to “discrediting a symbol that brings
together all Europeans.”

In a contest already full of controversy, the European
Commission said Monday it plans “a very lively dis-
cussion” with the organizers over the ban. Even though
the 27-nation EU did not compete as such, many of its
member states did, and the star-spangled blue flag is
often seen as a unifier for all involved.

Schinas wrote that “such actions have cast a shadow
over what is meant to be a joyous occasion for peoples
across Europe and the world to come together in cel-
ebration.”

The flag is on show at countless events and across the
EU nations and often flies alongside the national colors
from tiny city halls to massive governmental buildings.

Schinas was especially bitter since the ban came only
a month ahead of EU-wide parliamentary elections
where the EU as an institution is fiercely debated and
often attacked by extremist parties.

“The incoherence in the EBU’s stance has left myself
and many millions of your viewers wondering for what
and for whom the Eurovision Song Contest stands,” the
letter said.

During the weeklong contest, organizers were al-
ready roiled by the protests linked to the war in Gaza
and Israel’s participation in the event on top of the dis-
qualification of the Dutch participant. Swedish police
said Monday that Joost Klein will likely be charged for
making illegal threats. The nature of the alleged threats
was not disclosed.

BERLIN: The memoirs of former
German Chancellor Angela Mer-
kel will be released in November,
nearly three years after her 16-year
tenure leading one of Europe’s
biggest powers ended.

The roughly 700-page volume,
titled “Freiheit” (“Freedom”), will
be published on Nov. 26, publisher
Kiepenheuer & Witsch announced

Monday. Merkel co-wrote the

book with her longtime assistant

and adviser, Beate Baumann.
Merkel, a former scientist

who grew up in communist East

Germany, became Germany’s

first female chancellor on Nov.

22,2005. The 69-year-old steered

Germany through a succession

of crises including the global

Hayek

in over 30 countries” but didn’t
elaborate.

Merkel has generally kept a
low profile since handing over to
current Chancellor Olaf Scholz in
December 2021. She has stayed
out of the political fray and away
from events of her center-right
party, the Christian Democratic
Union. (AP)

financial crisis, Europe’s debt and
migration crises and the coronavi-
rus pandemic.

The publisher quoted Merkel in
a statement as saying that “for me,
freedom is not stopping learning,
not having to stand still but being
able to go further, even after leav-
ing politics.” The company said
the book will appear “worldwide
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Drug safety in pregnancy: Heart Organoids provide insight into medication risks

Scientists create mini human hearts to study birth defects

By Brett Volmert, Aitor Aguirre and Aleksandra Kostina
Michigan State University

The Conversation is an inde-
pendent and nonprofit source
of news, analysis and commen-
tary from academic experts.
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ow did your heart form? What

triggered your first heartbeat?
To this day, the mechanisms of hu-
man heart development remain elu-
sive.

Researchers know the heart is the
first organ to fully function in the
growing human embryo. It begins
as a simple tube that starts to pump
blood by the fourth week of gesta-
tion. By the ninth week, the heart is
fully formed. The heart is critical to
early development because it pro-
vides essential nutrients throughout
the developing fetus.

But due to its early formation, the
heart is exposed for a long duration to
substances a pregnant person might
come into contact with, such as med-
ications or pollutants. This may be
a main reason why congenital heart
disease is the most common type of
birth defect in people, occurring in
over 1 in 100 births worldwide.

Traditionally, scientists have
used animal and cell models to
study heart development and dis-
ease. However, researchers haven’t
been able to produce a cure for
congenital heart disease in part
because these models are unable
to capture the complexity of the
human heart. Due to ethical limi-
tations, using human embryos for
these studies is out of the question.

To help researchers study heart
development and complications in
pregnancy, our team of biomedical
engineers and cardiovascular scien-
tists have spent the past several years
trying to create the next best thing:
mini human hearts in the lab.

Organoids are complex 3D cellular
structures that replicate significant
aspects of the structure and func-
tion of a specific organ in your body.
While organoids are not completely
synthetic, functioning organs (yet),
they still possess immense power to
mimic key aspects of physiology and
disease in the lab.

Research

We created our heart organoids
using a type of cell called a pluri-
potent stem cell. Although using
these cells in research used to be
controversial because they were
originally derived from human em-
bryos, this is no longer a concern,
as they can be produced from any
adult. Pluripotent stem cells have
the potential to become any type
of cell in the body. This means that
cells from nearly any part of your
body - typically blood or skin cells
- can be turned into your own stem
cells to grow your own mini heart.

By manipulating the ability of
pluripotent stem cells to become any
type of cell in the body, we guided
these cells to become heart cells.
The cells were able to self-assemble,
replicating the main stages of human
heart development during pregnancy.
Our heart organoids have blood ves-
sels and all the cell types found in the
human heart, such as cardiomyocytes
and pacemaker cells, which give
them an edge over 2D cellular mod-
els. Furthermore, the electrophysiol-
ogy and bioenergetics of these heart
organoids are very similar to human
embryonic hearts in ways that animal
models aren’t.

Our heart organoids beat like a
tiny baby’s heart, all while smaller
than a grain of rice.

One area we’re exploring with our
heart organoids is maternal and fetal
cardiac health. Maternal factors such

as diabetes, hypertension or even
depression can increase the risk of
heart disease in newborns. Studying
conditions that increase the risk of
congenital heart disease can prevent
and reduce the incidence of cardio-
vascular diseases worldwide.

We can mimic these maternal en-
vironments and simulate how they
influence fetal heart development
with heart organoids. For example,
we used heart organoids to show
that diabetes, a very common con-
dition, increases the risk of heart
disease in embryos. Compared to
heart organoids created in healthy
conditions, mini hearts exposed to
diabetic conditions developed heart
abnormalities like those of human
fetuses and newborns with diabetic
cardiomyopathy.

Our study found that diabetes-re-
lated developmental abnormalities
of the heart are likely caused by an
imbalance of omega-3 fatty acids,
the building blocks of cell mem-
branes and signaling molecules.
However, dietary supplementation
of omega-3 fatty acids could par-
tially restore this imbalance and
prevent diabetes-induced congeni-
tal heart defects.

Medications

The drugs pregnant people take
can have significant health effects
on both the parent and the fetus.
Medications approved for use during
pregnancy are not always safe, since
adequate testing is complicated.
Ethical concerns limit working with
biological material from people, so
researchers are left with animal mod-
els that aren’t able to replicate human
physiology closely enough.

Testing medications on human
heart organoids allows researchers
to better explore and predict po-
tential harmful effects during preg-
nancy. One example is ondansetron
(Zofran), a drug commonly pre-
scribed to prevent nausea and vom-
iting during pregnancy. Although it
has been linked with an increased
risk of congenital heart disease,
whether it causes the disease hasn’t
been confirmed.

We showed that heart organoids
exposed to ondansetron had dis-
turbed development of ventricular
cells and impaired function, simi-
lar to what’s seen in newborns ex-
posed to ondansetron. Our findings
provide data that may help update
clinical guidelines on the use of the
drug.

Another example concerns the use
of antidepressants during pregnancy,
which is associated with an increased
risk of congenital heart defects. Se-
lective serotonin reuptake inhibi-
tors, or SSRIs, the most prescribed
antidepressants in pregnant people,
work by increasing the availability of
serotonin in the body. Serotonin is an
important molecule in cardiac devel-
opment. Maternal serotonin, along
with antidepressants, readily pass to
the embryo and alter serotonin levels
in the developing heart.

In the future, we plan to expose
heart organoids to antidepressants
and study their effects on the inci-
dence of congenital heart defects.
The results of such research on hu-
man heart organoids may also inform
recommendations for drug replace-
ment or repurposing.

Heart organoids have the poten-
tial to help scientists more precisely
study how the human heart forms and
how it develops disease. In the realm
of medical innovation, we believe
human heart organoids grown from
stem cells are the beating promise of
a healthier future. (AP)

ATC organizes workshops and lectures on genetics and heredity in collaboration with KMGC and lllumina.

Workshops, lectures raise awareness on genetic diseases

ATC, lllumina hold Genomics Symposium

KUWAIT CITY, May 14: Advanced Technology Company (ATC), the lead-
ing distributor of comprehensive medical equipment and supplies in Kuwait,
partnered with Illumina, a global leader in DNA sequencing and array-based
technologies, and the Kuwait Medical Genetics Center (KMGC) to host the II-
lumina Genomics Day symposium at the Grand Hyatt Hotel in Kuwait earlier

this week.

Medical professionals from both the public and private sectors attended the
event, which aligns with ATC’s broader goal to support the Ministry of Health in
enhancing the standard of healthcare in Kuwait.

The symposium kicked off with a workshop on data analysis for rare diseases
followed by panel discussions with speakers from Illumina and KMGC on ge-
netic testing for reproductive carrier screening, prenatal diagnosis, the benefits of

A photo from the debate organized by ktech.

Business Foundation Nexus Team wins debate

ktech hosts debate: Video gaming
enhance or hinder development?

KUWAIT CITY, May 14: A thought-
provoking debate was organized and
held at Kuwait Technical College
(ktech) on the topic: “Video Gaming:
Enhancing or Hindering Develop-
ment”. The event took place on the
14th of May which brought together
students, faculty and community mem-
bers to discuss the effects of video
gaming on individuals and society.
The debate teams composed of
student and faculty members. From
the IST (Information Systems and
Technology) and EGS (English and
General Studies) departments, the
Tech Prose Squad Team consisted of
Ms. Rasha Shalabi - Lecturer at the
IST Department,Dr. Saud Buhamdi
- Assistant Professor, EGS depart-
ment, students Ali Al Kandari, Ali

Turkiand Thamer Al Mraished argu-
ing that video gaming enhances de-
velopment.

On the other side, we had the Busi-
ness Foundation Nexus Teamfrom the
Business Management and Foundation
Department. Ms. Berlanti Odeh - Sen-
ior Lecturer, Business Management
Department, Mr. Mohammad Al Qallaf
- Instructor, Foundation Studies, and
students Khaled AlSendi, Abdulaziz Al
Attar and Hazem Yousef arguing that
video gaming hinders development.

The debate sparked insightful ar-
guments from both sides of the issue
touching upon the influence of gaming
on cognitive skills, social interactions,
mental health and its role in human de-
velopment and society. The audience
too were deeply engaged which was

evident from the lively Q&A session
which marked the finale of the event.

The external judges who were ex-
perts from different walks of life had
a challenging task of assessing the ar-
guments and declaring the winner. One
judge stated that Business Foundation
Nexus Team from the Business Man-
agement and Foundation Department
won by a small margin. The judges
praised the debate as dynamic and
well-informed, with charismatic par-
ticipants presenting compelling argu-
ments supported by rich facts.

The commitment to fostering intel-
lectual dialogue and critical thinking at
ktech among students is vital and we
look forward to hosting more events
that encourage such discussions in the
future.

rare disease genomics, and the role of
genomics in healthcare research in Ku-
wait and around the world.

“Kuwait, like countries across the
Middle East, is significantly underrep-
resented in public genetic databases
despite the high prevalence of genetic
diseases and health challenges in the
region,” said Dr. Mohammed Al-Ali,
Next Generation Testing Department
Director, KMGC, during a panel dis-
cussion on the future of personalized
healthcare in Kuwait.

“Symposiums like these play an in-
tegral role in educating decision mak-
ers and the public about the economic
burden that genetic diseases present
and the need to invest in genomic re-
search and training initiatives,” Al-Ali
added.

Treatment

During the event, the speakers dis-
cussed the importance of early disease
diagnosis in enhancing treatment suc-
cess rates. They highlighted the cru-
cial role genomics plays in identifying
and detecting genetic alterations well
before symptoms manifest through an
expanding array of testing solutions
like those provided by Illumina.

“In the past it took almost 10 years
to sequence an entire human genome;
with our latest technologies, we can
sequence a 128 human genomes in just
48 hours. This is unlocking a whole
new era for the understanding of dis-
eases” said Ana Carrera, Marketing
Director — Emerging Markets, Illu-
mina.

“Our primary objective is to enhance
Kuwait’s healthcare sector by focusing
on patient care through education and
by leveraging strategic partnerships
with global solutions providers like II-
lumina. Educating future generations
is a priority, which is why we are host-
ing this event to spotlight the evolving
field of genomics,” said Adnan Kouly,
Biotechnology Product Manager —
Specialty Diagnostics, ATC.

“We aim to demonstrate how the
public can directly benefit from the lat-
est technological advancements, which
emerge on a weekly, if not daily, basis.
Ultimately, our focus remains on ad-
vancing patient diagnosis and shaping
the future of healthcare,” Kouly added.
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They want to stop its auction

Maradona heirs say his Golden Ball trophy was stolen
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Barcelona’s Raphinha (left), challenges for the ball with Real Sociedad’s Hamar

i Traore (centre), during a Spanish La Liga soccer match between Barce-

lona and Real Sociedad at the Olimpic Lluis Companys stadium in Barcelona, Spain. (AP)

BARCELONA, Spain,
May 14, (Agencies): Barce-
lona moved above Girona
into second place in the
Spanish league after beat-

ing Real Sociedad 2-0.

Sheraldo Becker had the ball in
the net midway through the first
half for Sociedad but the goal was
disallowed for offside.

Barcelona, though, gradually
took control with Raphinha hitting
the woodwork after 38 minutes and
Lamine Yamal breaking the dead-
lock two minutes later.

Ilkay Giindogan broke forward
and slipped a cross ball to Yamal
who made no mistake from 15 yards
out. It was the 16-year-old’s fifth
goal of the league season.

“It was an important game to re-
cover second place,” Yamal said.
“Real started well and we took a
bit of time to find ourselves. But we
got better little by little.” Raphina
completed the scoring from the pen-
alty spot three minutes into stoppage
time after Alvaro Odriozola was ad-
judged to have handled in the box.

The result pushed Barcelona to
one point more than Girona.

Real Sociedad was seventh, a
point behind Real Betis.

Wednesday is a key day for the fu-
ture of three (and perhaps four) clubs
battling to avoid relegation from La
Liga.

The key game is in Seville, where
third-from-bottom Cadiz, who cur-
rently occupy the final relegation
spot, visit a Sevilla side with little
more than pride to play for.

SOCCER

A 1-0 win at home to Las Palmas
at the weekend kept Cadiz’s survival
chances alive and a win would take
them to within just two points of
Celta Vigo, who kick off their match
at home to Athletic Club shortly af-
ter Cadiz’s game ends.

If Cadiz can take all three points, it
would put a lot of pressure on Celta
against Athletic Club who have a
mathematical chance of still finish-
ing fourth.

Athletic welcome back defenders
Yeray Alvarez and Aitor Paredes af-
ter suspension for the game, which
comes 48 hours after the club bid an
emotional ‘goodbye’ to captain Iker
Muniain, who is leaving at the end
of the season.

Rayo Vallecano are also in the
relegation mix and go into their
match at home to already-relegated
Granada, with a six-point lead over
Cadiz, meaning a win would almost
certainly assure their survival thanks
to a better goal difference than the
side from the south coast.

Granada’s relegation has been
confirmed ahead of their 4-0 week-
end defeat to Real Madrid, but Rayo
shouldn’t be overconfident after los-
ing to relegated Almeria less than a
fortnight ago.

Wednesday’s final match is a
Madrid derby between Getafe and
Atletico Madrid, with Atletico trave-
ling to the south of the city knowing
a win would confirm their place in
next season’s Champions League.

In Milan, Udinese moved out of
the Serie A drop zone after a hard-
fought 2-0 result at Lecce on Mon-
day gave it a first win in two months.

Udinese rose one point clear of
the relegation zone with two games

Udinese out of the Serie A drop zone

New coach to join Pakistan cricket team in England

Bangladesh have faith in Taskin but not
in Saifuddin for T20 World Cup squad

DHAKA, Bangladesh, May 14,
(AP): Bangladesh is sure fast bowler
Taskin Ahmed will be fit in time for
the T20 World Cup in less than three
weeks after sustaining a side strain
last weekend.

Taskin was made the vice-captain
of the squad on Tuesday.

“BCB’s medical team was confi-
dent that Taskin will recover fully
ahead of the World Cup. That’s why
we kept him in the squad,” chairman
of the national selection panel, Gazi
Ashraf Hossain, said. ”But it is cer-
tain that he will miss the preceding
three-match T20 series against the
USA.”

Bangladesh has a short series
against tournament co-host the
United States before it starts the T20
World Cup later than most on June 8
against Sri Lanka in Dallas.

Allrounder Mohammad Saifud-
din was the only player to be axed
from the squad which played against
Zimbabwe, a series that Bangladesh
wrapped up 4-1 on Sunday. Pacer
Tanzim Hasan was chosen ahead of
him.

Ashraf said Saifuddin was con-
sidered as a designated death bowler
but couldn’t get his yorker right in
the Zimbabwe series.

“When we considered what the
team needs at the moment, Tanzim
was ahead of Saifuddin. It was a
close call,” Ashraf said.

“We didn’t see enough yorkers in
the death overs from Saifuddin. He
did it in domestic cricket but didn’t
do it in against Zimbabwe. Some of
his short-pitched balls went over the

batters’ head.”

Allrounder Shakib Al Hasan
played his first T20s in 10 months
against Zimbabwe. He and India
captain Rohit Sharma are the only
players to have played every T20
World Cup since the inaugural event
in 2007.

Liton Das scored only 36 runs in
three games against Zimbabwe and
his white-ball form has been poor
this year. But Ashraf backed Liton to
come right.

“Liton has been a bit inconsistent.
But he has been working hard with
his shortcomings,” he said. “Hope-
fully he will get back to form very
soon.”

CRICKET

Bangladesh’s best finish in the
T20 World Cup was the Super 8 in
2007.

Bangladesh squad: Najmul Hos-
sain  Shanto (captain), Taskin
Ahmed, Liton Das, Soumya Sarkar,
Tanzid Hasan, Shakib Al Hasan,
Towhid Hridoy, Mahmudullah, Jak-
er Ali Anik, Tanvir Islam, Mahedi
Hasan, Rishad Hossain, Mustafizur
Rahman, Shoriful Islam, Tanzim
Hasan.

Q Q Q

Gary Kirsten will start his two-
year assignment as the coach of
Pakistan’s white-ball cricket team
when he joins the squad in England
on Sunday.

Pakistan will play four Twenty20s

against England to prepare for the
T20 World Cup next month in the
Caribbean and the United States.

Pakistan has delayed naming its fi-
nal 15-man squad for the T20 World
Cup until the first T20 against Eng-
land next Tuesday at Leeds.

Kirsten served as the mentor and
batting coach of Gujarat Titans in the
Indian Premier League. They were
knocked out of playoff contention
on Monday.

“I’ve missed the experience of
coaching at the international level
and nurturing talented players to
reach their full potential,” Kirsten
said in a statement issued by the Pa-
kistan Cricket Board on Tuesday.
“I'm committed to working closely
with the (Pakistan) team to elevate
their game and bring joy to fans
around the world.”

Kirsten has coached India and
South Africa.

Last month, the 56-year-old South
African was confirmed as the white-
ball coach along with Jason Gillespie
as the red-ball coach.

Pakistan has done well in the
last two T20 World Cups. It made
the semifinals in 2021 and the final
against England in 2022.

The PCB has also appointed Si-
mon Helmot as the fielding coach
and David Reid as mental perfor-
mance coach of the national team for
the T20 World Cup. Reid will join
the team next Monday while Hel-
mot will team up with the Pakistan
side on May 31 after the T20 series
against England.

remaining.

Lorenzo Lucca got the opener
with a towering header of a cross
from Martin Payero in the 36th
minute. Lazar Samardzi¢ added the
second with a typical poacher’s goal
five minutes from time.

Fabio Cannavaro’s men are still
in a dogfight. Udinese is one of six
teams fighting to avoid joining the
already relegated Salernitana in the
second division next season.

Only five points separate Sassu-
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Lecce’s Ylber Ramadani and Udinese’s Lazar Samardzic (left), vie for the

olo at second to last and Verona five
places above it.

Udinese was 15th. Lecce was safe
in 13th.

A late goal from Arthur Melo gave
Fiorentina a 2-1 win over Monza.

With 12 minutes remaining, the
Brazilian midfielder fired home a
lovely goal from 20 meters after a
neat turn and sprint from just inside
the Monza half.

Fiorentina was in eighth place,
Monza was 12th.

A ay

ball during the Serie A soccer match between Lecce and Udinese Calcio at
the Via del Mare Stadium in Lecce, Italy. (AP)

Best of the Rest

Uganda to host qualifiers: The
Confederation of African Football
(CAF) has finally cleared Uganda’s
Mandela National Stadium (Nam-
boole) to host the forthcoming
FIFA World Cup 2026 qualifiers.

Edgar Watson Suubi, CEO of
the Federation of Uganda Football
Associations (FUFA) told Xinhua
on Monday that CAF has given the
go-ahead after the refurbished sta-
dium was inspected and cleared to
host international matches.

“This is a very good develop-
ment because we can now host
our matches at home instead of
sending the national team to play
home matches away from home,”
explained Suubi.

He said CAF had communicated
to him that they were satisfied with
the new developments at the sta-
dium.

“Reference to participation of
your team in the FIFA World Cup
2026 African Qualifiers match-
day 3&4, following reinspection
of the Mandela National Stadium
(Namboole) conducted by CAF in-
spectors, we acknowledge the im-
provements undertaken in various
facilities in accordance with previ-
ous remarks from CAF,” reads part
of the letter according to FUFA.
(Xinhua)

PARIS, May 14, (AP): Diego Mara-
dona’s heirs will launch a lawsuit
to try and stop the auction of a tro-
phy he was awarded after the 1986
World Cup won by Argentina, their
lawyer told The Associated Press on
Tuesday.

The Golden Ball trophy rewarding
the best player of the tournament had
been missing for decades after it dis-
appeared in unclear circumstances
and only recently resurfaced. It is set
to be auctioned in Paris next month,
the Aguttes auction house said last
week.

SOCCER

Maradona, who died in 2020 at
age 60, captained Argentina in its
3-2 win over West Germany in the
1986 final in Mexico City.

Maradona’s heirs say the trophy
was stolen and claim the current
owner cannot be entitled to sell it.

Gilles Moreu, a lawyer working
with Paradox Lawyers firm, said he
will throw an urgent request to the
president of the Nanterre judicial
court near Paris to have the Golden
Ball withdrawn from the auction.
He told the AP he will also request
a judicial sequestration of the trophy
and file a complaint for theft and
concealed theft.

Aguttes said the trophy reappeared
in 2016 among other lots that were
acquired from a private collection at
auction in Paris.

Maradona received the award in
1986 at a ceremony at the Lido caba-
ret on the Champs-Elysées. It subse-
quently disappeared, giving rise to
rumors.

Some say it was lost during a
poker game or sold to pay off debts,
Aguttes said. Others say Maradona
stored it in a safe in a Naples bank
that was robbed by local gangsters in
1989, when he played in the Italian
league. Maradona’s heirs believe it
was stolen from the bank.

Moreu, who represents two daugh-
ters of Maradona, say the heirs found
out only recently that the trophy had
been stolen. According to the law-
yer, Maradona’s family wants the

In this file photo, Argentina’s soc-
cer star Diego Maradona (left), and
West German goalkeeper Harald

Schumacher are holding their
World Cup Soccer Ball awards
while posing with two young soccer
players during the Soccer Golden
Shoe Award ceremony held in Par-
is, France, on Nov. 13, 1986. (AP)

sale to be banned because it believes
the Golden Ball belongs to them.

Moreu said he was contacted by
an Argentine colleague after the two
daughters discussed the matter with
the other heirs, who gave their ap-
proval to the legal action.

The auction house’s argument is
the person who bought the trophy
years ago was not aware it had been
stolen.

“If the owner of an object can
claim ownership under French law,
it is on the obvious condition that his
or her good faith cannot be called
into question,” the Paradox Law-
yers firm said in a statement to the
AP. “This cannot be the case for the
owner of a trophy that was famously
stolen from Diego Maradona and
whose heirs can legally claim own-
ership.”

Moreu said, “It doesn’t appear that
the seller contacted Diego, which
wasn’t that complicated.”

The auction house said it expects
the trophy “to fetch millions due to
its uniqueness.”

Bidders will be asked to make a
deposit of 150,000 euros ($161,000)
to participate in the June 6 auction.

The goal came when Maradona
punched the ball into England’s
net. Four minutes later, he weaved
through England’s midfield and de-
fense and past goalkeeper Peter Shil-
ton for what FIFA later declared the
greatest goal in World Cup history.

‘Productivity is incredible’

French striker Giroud makes his
MLS move, joining Los Angeles FC

LOS ANGELES, May 14, (AP):
World Cup-winning French striker
Olivier Giroud is signing with Los An-
geles FC.

LAFC formally announced the
long-anticipated move Tuesday for
the 37-year-old Giroud, who leaves
Europe after 18 years in the top profes-
sional leagues in France, England and
Italy. Giroud confirmed Monday that
he would leave AC Milan for a Major
League Soccer club.

LAFC general manager John Thor-
rington said the club has been eager
to add Giroud since last fall, and it at-
tempted to land his services in the Jan-
uary transfer window. The 2022 MLS
Cup champions and 2023 runners-up
then decided to wait for Giroud to
become available this summer, rather
than signing another offensive star for
the current season.

“The way he fits really complements
our attacking group,” Thorrington told
The Associated Press. “We do have
some incredible attackers already here,
but I think he will elevate us - not just
with his own productivity, but I think
what you see with his ability is he’s not
just a pure goal-scorer. He is very good
at facilitating play, and that’s what we
saw, which is so compelling.”

Giroud is best known for his six
prolific seasons at Arsenal from 2012-
18, followed by three years apiece at
Chelsea and Milan. He has scored 285
goals in 716 matches during his club
career while winning a wealth of tro-
phies, including a Champions League
triumph with Chelsea three years ago.

Giroud also is a star for the French
national team, scoring a record 57
goals and playing for Les Bleus’
World Cup winners in 2018. He is ex-
pected to play again for France at this
year’s at the European Championship,
which begins next month.

It’s unclear exactly when Giroud
will debut for LAFC, given his inter-
national commitments and the need to
pace his recovery after a full season
at Milan. Defender Giorgio Chiellini
didn’t make his LAFC debut until
mid-July after signing with the club in
May 2022 following a full season at
Juventus.

Giroud will finish up a solid season
for Milan with two more matches. He

is currently fourth in Serie A with 14
goals, and he is among the league’s top
overall playmakers as well.

“His productivity is incredible,”
Thorrington said. “We’ve never had
just a pure goal-scorer. That’s not the
way we play. I think his combination
of skill sets, with his ability to link
play, his ability to finish, his tactical
mentality, we think he’ll be an incred-
ible addition.”

LAFC is fifth in MLS’ Western
Conference at 5-4-3, but manager Ste-
ve Cherundolo’s team isn’t currently
struggling to score goals while led
by Denis Bouanga. The French-born

SOCCER

forward who represents Gabon inter-
nationally tops LAFC with six goals,
and the club’s 22 goals in league play
are more than every MLS team except
Lionel Messi’s Inter Miami and cross-
town rival LA Galaxy.

Giroud will be reunited at LAFC
with goalkeeper Hugo Lloris, his long-
time teammate for France. Lloris left
Tottenham to sign with LAFC ahead of
this season, and both stars have young
families who embraced the chance to
live in sunny Los Angeles. Giroud and
his wife, Jennifer, have four children.

“I think it helps that we have one of
his best friends in football in Hugo as
our goalkeeper,” Thorrington said. “I
don’t think he’s coming just because
of that, but I think that did enable
conversations at a different level than
I could have with him. What’s it like
to play there? What’s it like for your
family? That helped Olivier make the
decision.”

Giroud’s years of club success and
World Cup stardom have made him an
international star with a famous face.
But Thorrington said that’s not the
primary motivation for the move by
LAFC, which also signed MLS Cup
Final hero Gareth Bale for a brief,
trophy-winning stint in 2022.

LAFC’s roster is built on a bed-
rock of talent from throughout North
and South America, but headlined in
recent years by European luminaries
- from Chiellini and Bale to Bouanga
and Giroud.

AC Milan’s Olivier Giroud, right, kicks the ball during a Serie A soccer match

between AC Milan and Genoa, at the San Siro stadium in Milan, Italy. (AP)
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Building better society: Special
Oly Kuwait’s vision for inclusion

KUWAIT CITY, May 14: Rehab
Bouresli, National Director of Spe-
cial Olympics Kuwait, emphasized
the imperative of heightened efforts
across all sectors of society to tan-
gibly realize the concept of inclu-
sion for individuals with disabilities.
She delivered this message during
her lecture at a symposium organ-
ized by the Information Systems and
Operations Management Club at the
College of Administrative Sciences,
titled “Exploring Special Olym-
pics.” The event featured Bouresli
alongside Dr. Ali Dashti from the
Information Systems Department,
and was attended by members of the
Board of Directors as well as ath-
letes from Special Olympics Kuwait
and Al-Amouh Sports Club.

During the symposium, Bouresli
commenced by shedding light on
Kuwait’s longstanding commitment,
dating back to the 1950s, towards the
welfare of individuals with disabili-
ties. She traced the evolution of these
efforts, culminating in the enactment
of Law 8 of 2010, which extends be-
yond the provisions and aspirations of
the International Convention on the
Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

Bouresli elaborated on the over-
arching objectives of the Special
Olympics, which revolve around
fostering an inclusive society for
individuals with intellectual disabili-

Kuwait Club on cusp of securing title

Kuwait Club defender blocks a shot
from Al-Qadisiya player.

ties. This is achieved through a mul-
tifaceted approach, encompassing
sports, healthcare, and social pro-
grams for athletes, as well as training
and awareness initiatives for their
families. Additionally, the Special
Olympics offers training programs
catering to coaches, medical profes-
sionals, and volunteers, thereby con-
tributing to the holistic development
and well-being of individuals with
disabilities.

Rehab Bouresli, National Director of Special Olympics Kuwait.
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Sao Paulo beat Fluminense:
Robert Arboleda scored late as
Sao Paulo’s impressive run of
form continued on Monday with a
2-1 home victory over Fluminense
in Brazil’s Serie A.

Igor Vinicius gifted the visitors
the lead with an own goal just
before the half hour. But Damian
Bobadilla slotted a shot into the
bottom-right corner after combin-
ing with Juan Silva.

Arboleda put his side ahead
with a low 84th-minute strike after
a scramble inside the six-yard box,
and Sao Paulo secured their third
win in four games.

“Our attitude has changed and
we’re beginning to believe in our-
selves,” the Ecuador international
defender said. “We have a great
squad. It’s just a matter of working
hard and staying committed.” The
result lifted Sao Paulo to fifth in
the 20-team standings with 10
points from six outings, five points
ahead of 17th-placed Fluminense.
(Xinhua)
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Teixeira to miss Hainiu game:
Shanghai Shenhua striker Joao
Teixeira, still nursing a leg injury,
will miss Wednesday’s Chinese
Super League (CSL) game against
Qingdao Hainiu, according the
Shanghai side’s head coach
Leonid Slutsky.

The Portuguese player is recov-
ering but not yet match fit, Slutsky
said at the pre-match press confer-
ence on Tuesday.

“About when he will come
back, it’s very difficult to tell.
He’s improving, but not ready for
the game,” he said.

Teixeira picked up the injury in
the second half of Shanghai
Shenhua’s 4-0 victory over
Zhejiang FC last Sunday after he
collided with an opposition player.

Medical examinations conduct-
ed by the club’s medical team
confirmed that he suffered a minor
ligament tear in his left leg.

Shanghai Shenhua leads the
CSL table with 27 points from 11
games, while Qingdao Hainiu
struggles in second from the bot-
tom with eight points. (Xinhua)
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Coutinho on Vasco radar:
Philippe Coutinho could return to
his original club Vasco da Gama
in Brazil’s upcoming mid-season
transfer window, according to
media reports in the South
American country.

The Rio de Janeiro outfit is pre-
paring an offer to sign the 31-year-
old on loan with an option to make
the deal permanent, Globo Esporte
reported on Monday.

Coutinho, who spent this season
at Qatar’s Al-Duhail, has two
years left on his contract with
Aston Villa but is not expected to

be a part of the Premier League
side’s plans next season.

The former Brazil international
joined Vasco da Gama as a 16-year-
old and made 19 first-team appear-
ances for the club before earning a
move to Inter Milan.

In addition to the Italian Serie A
giants, he has had spells at
Espanyol, Liverpool, Barcelona
and Bayern Munich.

Brazil’s winter transfer window
runs from July 10 to September 2.
(Xinhua)
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Slavko to officiate final:
Slovenian referee Slavko Vincié
will officiate the Champions League
final between Real Madrid and
Borussia Dortmund, UEFA said.

The 44-year-old Vinci¢, who
also worked the 2022 Europa
League final when Eintracht
Frankfurt beat Rangers, will be in
charge of the June 1 game at
Wembley Stadium.

It continues a good run for
Slovenian referees in major
European games.

This will be the fourth UEFA
final handled by a Slovenian ref-
eree since Damir Skomina was
picked for the 2017 Europa
League title game. Dutch referees
are next best with three men’s
finals in that time.

Also Monday, UEFA picked
English referee Rebecca Welch
for the Women’s Champions
League final, Istvin Kovdcs of
Romania for the Europa League
final and Artur Soares Dias of

Portugal  for the  Europa
Conference League final.
Vinci¢ has handled five

Champions League games this
season without awarding a penalty
kick or showing ared card. Among
his games was Dortmund’s 4-2
win over Atletico Madrid in the
second leg of the quarterfinals.

He also refereed two games at
the 2022 World Cup, including
eventual winner Argentina’s 2-1
loss in its opening match against
Saudi Arabia.

Koviécs also will work his sec-
ond European final. He refereed
the inaugural Europa Conference
League final in 2022 when Roma
beat Feyenoord.

All three men picked Monday
are on UEFA’s team of match
officials for the European
Championship that starts June 14
in Germany.

The Europa League final
between Bayer Leverkusen and
Atalanta is in Dublin on May 22.

The Women’s Champions
League final between defending
champion Barcelona and Lyon is
on May 25 in Bilbao, Spain.

The Fiorentina vs. Olympiakos
final of the Europa Conference
League is in Athens on May 29.
(AP)

KUWAIT CITY, May 14: Kuwait
Club aims to clinch the basketball
league title as it faces off against
Al-Qadisiya at 7:30 PM today at Al-
Ittihad Hall in the Sheikh Saad Al-
Abdullah Indoor Hall Complex in
the third match of the Playoff final
round.

In the previous encounter, Kuwait
Club narrowly won 88-86, follow-
ing its decisive 96-69 triumph in the
opener. This places it on the cusp of
securing title for the seventh consecu-
tive season. Despite Al-Qadisiya’s

BASKETBALL

commendable performance in the
recent match following the return of
their American professionals, Illinois
and Lowry, from injury, Kuwait man-
aged to maintain its edge and clinch
its second victory.

In a related development, the draw
has placed Kuwait Club and Ka-
zma in the same group (second) for
the West Asian Basketball League
Championship’s final round. They
will be joined by Iranian Gorgan
and Indian Tamilnadu, while the first
group comprises Bahrain’s Manama,
Lebanese Riyadi, Al-Hikma, and Ka-
zakhstan’s Astana.

The tournament, adopting a group
format, will take place in the Qatari
capital, Doha, from May 25 to June
1. The top two teams from each group
will advance to the semi-finals.
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The swimmers pose with Hussein Al-Musallam.

Asia, Africa and Oceania swimmers gear
up for Paris Games with ‘intense’ training

BANGKOK, May 14: Swimmers from Asia, Africa,
and Oceania are gearing up for the upcoming Olympic
Games, slated to commence on July 26th in Paris, by
undergoing rigorous daily training aat the International

regimen in Phuket.
It’s worth noting that similar training and development
centers have been established in various locations such

Aquatics Federation headquarters for development on the

Thai island of Phuket.

These training sessions are integral components of
the International Federation’s initiatives aimed at en-
hancing swimming worldwide. Currently, 38 swim-
mers hailing from 38 different countries across Asia
and Africa are actively participating in the training

OLYMPICS

Doha.

as Bahrain, Hungary, the United States, Australia, and
France. This strategic plan was set in motion following
Hussein Al-Musallam’s assumption of the presidency of
the International Federation in 2021 in the Qatari capital,

‘Substitute’ Duran scores two late
goals in Villa thriller with Liverpool

Aston

edge closer to next year’s Champions League

BIRMINGHAM, Eng-
land, May 14, (AP): Sub-
stitute Jhon Duran was a
late savior for Aston Villa,
scoring twice in the last five
minutes against Liverpool
to grab a remarkable 3-3
home draw and edge his
team closer to next year’s

Champions League.

Watched by Villa fan Tom
Hanks, who was in the ground in
a claret tracksuit top, Villa played
its part in a thrilling match in front
of a packed house that Liverpool
coach Jurgen Klopp described as
“rocking.”

A win would have confirmed
a place in the English Premier
League top four for Unai Emery’s
side and a place in the European
Cup for the first time since 1983.

But the home side went behind
in the second minute with a bizarre
own goal from goalkeeper Emil-
iano Martinez, and although Youri
Tielemans equalized soon after,
goals from Cody Gakpo and Jarell
Quansah put Liverpool in the driv-
ing seat.

Until Duran’s appearance after
79 minutes.

The Colombian scored in the
85th and 88th, the second an aston-
ishing lob executed on the run that
sent Villa and its supporters wild

with joy.
“We created chances but we
didn’t score,” Tielemans told

broadcaster Sky Sports. “We got
the draw and fought right until the
end and that’s the most important
thing. Unfortunately, we couldn’t
score more, we felt like we de-
served more in the first half. It’s
unlucky but we’ll take the draw.”

Villa remained in fourth place,
five points ahead of Tottenham.

The top four qualify for the
Champions League. Liverpool was
third, 14 points clear of Villa.

The atmosphere was electric at
kickoff but the power was quickly
sapped for the home side when Liv-
erpool had the ball in the back of
the net after just 62 seconds. Har-
vey Elliott’s cross from the right
took a deflection and the wrong-
footed Martinez fumbled the ball
into his own net.

It took the home side just 15
minutes to recover. Ollie Watkins
did well on the left flank and cut the
ball back for the unmarked Youri
Tielemans to slam home from
around 16 meters.

Liverpool regained the lead but
only after a lengthy VAR review.
Luiz Diaz fed Joe Gomez on the
overlap and his low ball across goal
was turned in by Cody Gakpo.

Jarell Quansah made it three
early in the second half when he
headed home a cross from Elliott to
bag his first league goal.

And then it was Duran Duran
when the Colombian slotted home
from just outside the box and then
scored that astonishing lob.

“Jhon Duran is a special player,”

Aston Villa’s Jhon Duran cel-

ebrates after scoring his side’s

second goal during the English

Premier League soccer match be-

tween Aston Villa and Liverpool at

the Villa Park stadium in Birming-
ham, England. (AP)

Emery said on Sky Sports. “He was
very clinical and today was impor-
tant for him.”

The Aston Villa players will
tuned into Tuesday’s Spurs-Man
City game. Anything other than a
Spurs win means Villa are into the
Champions League.

“There’s some of us that have
never been close to the Champions
League in our life,” Villa captain
John McGinn said. “We’ll have our
Man City tops on tomorrow.”

Meanwhile, Former France
center back Raphael Varane will
leave Manchester United when his
contract expires at the end of the

B o7

season.

The 31-year-old Varane joined
United in 2021 but has struggled
to reproduce the kind of form he
showed in a trophy-laden, decade-
long spell at Real Madrid before
that.

Injuries have also played a part,
restricting Varane to 93 appearanc-
es in his three seasons at United.

“To you guys, supporters of
Manchester United, it’s been an
amazing few years to play for this
special club and wear that shirt,”
Varane said on Tuesday on social
media. “The first time I went to Old
Trafford as a Man United player
was insane, the atmosphere was
amazing.

“I fell in love with the club, with
the fans. You have to play for Man
United to understand what that
represents. For my kids, it’s home
here. It’s going to be a special place
for me, for life.”

Despite United languishing in
eighth place in the English Premier
League, Varane said he was “very
positive for the future” following
the arrival of Jim Ratcliffe as a co-
owner.

“The new owners are coming
with a clear plan and a great strat-
egy,” Varane said, ahead of the
home match against Newcastle on
Wednesday.

“I’ll see you at Old Trafford to
say goodbye for the last game at
home this season and it’s going to
be very emotional day for me, for
sure.”

§ . -l
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Aston Villa’s Leon Bailey (left), challenges for the ball with Liverpool’s Alexis Mac Allister during the English Premier League soccer match between Aston
Villa and Liverpool at the Villa Park stadium in Birmingham, England. (AP)
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land. (AP)

Boston Celtics forward Jay-
son Tatum (center), drives
against Cleveland Cavaliers
forwards Dean Wade (32)
and Evan Mobley (left), during
the second half of Game 4 of
an NBA basketball second-
round playoff series in Cleve-

orts

Latest sports scores at — http://sports.arabtimesonline.com

Celtics on the brink of reaching East finals

Thunder overcome Mavs defense knot even series

CLEVELAND, May 14,
(AP): Even when it’s sup-
posed to be somewhat easy,
the Boston Celtics have a
weird way of making things
hard.

On Monday night, they nearly
stumbled against an overmatched
Cleveland team.

Jayson Tatum scored 33 points with
LeBron James watching from a court-
side seat and the Celtics beat the se-
verely short-handed Cavaliers 109-102
in Game 4 to take a commanding 3-1
lead in their Eastern Conference semi-
final series.

Jaylen Brown added 27 for the Celt-
ics, who can close out Cleveland with
a win in Game 5 on Wednesday night
at home.

“It took us a little while to get going,
and stop ball watching and play some
basketball,” Brown said.

BASKETBALL

Game 6, if necessary, would be
back at Rocket Mortgage FieldHouse
on Friday.

The Cavs got pushed to the brink
of elimination with two top players in
street clothes on the bench, as Dono-
van Mitchell (calf) and Jarrett Allen
(ribs) sat out with injuries. Their status
going forward is uncertain.

A

overcame a Dallas franchise playoft-
record 13 blocks, rallying for a 100-96
victory to even their Western Confer-
ence semifinal series at 2-2.

Chet Holmgren and Lu Dort hit
clutch 3-pointers late, and Jalen Wil-
liams drove for a dunk and a 94-91
lead with 1:29 remaining as Dallas
players and coaches screamed for a
double-dribble call.

The teams split a pair on each oth-
er’s home court. Game 5 is Wednesday
night in Oklahoma City.

The Mavericks’ last chance to tie
came with 10.1 seconds left when,
trailing by two, Luka Doncic had
two free throws. But the Dallas su-
perstar missed the first, part of a
dismal 12-for-23 effort by the Mavs
from the line. Oklahoma City was
23 for 24.

Backed by one of their best defen-
sive efforts of the season, the Mavs led
by 14 early in the second half. But their
offense disappeared from there, and
the Thunder slowly came back.

Oklahoma City went in front for the
first time since early in the game - and
for good - on Holmgren’s 3 for an 89-
86 lead with 3:24 remaining.

P.J. Washington led Dallas in scor-
ing again with 21 points, while Don-
cic had 18 points, 12 rebounds and 10
assists. Kyrie Irving had his second
single-digit scoring game of the series
with nine points.

Dort’s clutch 3 came on a 3-of-10
shooting night from deep as he fin-
ished with 17 points. Holmgren had 18
points and nine rebounds.

Dereck Lively II and Derrick Jones
Jr. had four blocks apiece for Dallas,
each getting one in the final seconds of
the first half to continue the defensive
tone that had already been set.

v
It was nothing new for a Cleveland _—— ‘%\- —_ B
team that dealt with injuries all season, : —— ——— == = —
but it was a big ask for the Cavs to try ———  iaae s !

an? Siurvive dWitﬁlOll‘lt Mitcheél,ththe%r Oklahoma City Thunder’s Shai Gilgeous-Alexander (2) and Dallas Mavericks’ Dante Exum (0) chase after the ball in the first half in Game 4 of an NBA
-olar guard who has carried the ol- basketball second-round playoff series in Dallas. (AP)
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fensive load throughout the postsea-
son, or Allen, their leading rebounder.

Still, the Cavs gave the top-seeded
Celtics, who have shown a tendency to
relax at the wrong time, all they could
handle.

Tatum had his second straight strong
performance, adding 11 rebounds and
five assists. Jrue Holiday had 16 points
for Boston, which improved to 4-0
away from home in the postseason.

Darius Garland scored 30 and Evan
Mobley and Caris LeVert 19 apiece for
the Cavs, who stayed connected with
the Celtics and only trailed by 10 going
into the fourth.

Boston went up 15 on a jumper by
Brown, but Cleveland responded with

a 10-2 run as Garland and Dean Wade
made 3-pointers.

The Cavs were still within 102-97
when Max Strus missed a 3-pointer
that would have put immense pressure
on the Celtics, but Brown buried a 3 -
after colliding with official Tyler Ford
- with 1:08 left to give Boston some
breathing room.

Brown said Ford nearly cost the
Celtics dearly by getting in his way.

The Cavs felt the discrepancy at the
free-throw line - Boston attempted 24
free throws to Cleveland’s seven --
was a major element.

James, who played 11 seasons in

two separate stints for Cleveland, was
back in his former home arena - a
visit certain to drive speculation about
where he might play next.

The NBA’s career scoring leader
can opt out of his contract with the
Los Angeles Lakers this summer, and
James has said he’s not made any firm
decisions. The 39-year-old sat across
from Boston’s bench in between his
wife, Savannah, and agent Rich Paul.
James got a monstrous ovation from
Cleveland’s crowd when he was shown
on the scoreboard during a timeout in
the first quarter.

Despite dealing with a left knee

injury for months, Mitchell averaged
29.6 points in the first 10 playoff
games - scoring 50 in a Game 6 loss
to Orlando.

He injured his calf in the waning mo-
ments of Cleveland’s loss in Game 3 on
Saturday and was added to the injury re-
port as questionable on Sunday. Mitchell
underwent round-the-clock treatment
but didn’t have enough time to heal. The
five-time All-Star didn’t comment fol-
lowing the game, nodding politely on his
way out of the locker room.

Allen sat out the seventh straight
game with a painful injury the center
sustained in the opening round.

With Holiday scoring seven straight
points, the Celtics went ahead by 13 in
the second quarter and appeared ready
to run away from the Cavs.

But Cleveland stormed back as
Strus, who has struggled with his
outside shot throughout the playoffs,
made consecutive 3-pointers in a 13-3
run that helped the Cavs close within
62-57 at halftime.

Boston’s center Kristaps Porzingis
missed his fifth straight game, but the
Celtics were encouraged he was able to
do some on-court work.

Shai Gilgeous-Alexander scored 34
points and the Oklahoma City Thunder

That defensive struggle turned
downright ugly in the third quarter,
with the Thunder outscoring Dallas
22-15 to cut their deficit to four - the
closest they had been since the mid-
dle of the first quarter. Oklahoma
City shot 33% in the third to 25% for
the Mavs.

Dallas wasn’t much better in the
fourth, shooting 42% and going just 1
of 5 from long range while the Thunder
finally started seeing shots go in after
shooting 34% through three quarters.

Gilgeous-Alexander, who along
with Holmgren did most of the shot-
making while their teammates strug-
gled, got the Thunder even on a jumper
with four minutes to go.

Siwan announces retirement
ceremony after storied career

By Khaled El Anzi
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, May 14: Faisal
Siwan, former star of Kuwait
handball team and Sulaibikhat
Club, has announced the date of
his retirement ceremony, sched-
uled for June 9th at the conclusion
of the current handball season
2023-2024. The retirement match
will feature former Kuwaiti stars.

Currently serving as the director
of national teams in the Handball
Federation, Siwan’s handball jour-
ney began in 1992 at Sulaibikhat
Club. His exceptional talent pro-
pelled him to the first team in
1998, where he became instrumen-
tal in executing coaches’ strate-
gies.

Siwan later played for Al-Qurain
Club from 2012 to 2014 and then
joined Al-Kuwait Club from 2014
to 2016 before stepping away from
the game.

Throughout his career, Siwan

Former Kuwait handball player Faisal Siwan.

securing league titles and cups
with both Sulaibikhat and Kuwait
Club. His achievements also
include winning the Gulf Cup in
2004, the Arab Club Championship
in 2003, and the Asian Cup in
2009. Additionally, he clinched
the Arab Championship in 2014
with Al-Qurain and competed in
foreign tournaments with clubs
like Al-Wahda in Saudi Arabia
and Al-Fahaheel in the Asian Cup.

HANDBALL

Siwan’s international accolades
include five World Cup finals
appearances from 2001 to 2009
and winning the Asian Cup twice
in 2002 and 2004 with Al-Azraq.

In other handball news, the 13th
and final round of the Handball
League will feature two matches
today. Kazma will face Al-Salmiya
at 5:00 PM, while Al-Qadisiya will
play against Sulaibikhat at 6:30

Kuwait Club lock horns with Al-Salmiya

League braces for thriller as Al-Arabi face Al-Salmiya

By Hassan Musa
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff
KUWAIT CITY, May 14: The Zain
Premier League’s championship group

competitions kick off with the eighth
round, featuring a clash between Al-

Scrutiny ramps up on US firm

EPL says, Everton still ‘in discussions’ with 777

Fahaheel and Al-Nasr at Al-Shabab
Stadium at 07:10 pm.

Tomorrow, fans eagerly anticipate

the showdown between Al-Arabi and
Al-Qadisiya, dubbed the “Derby,”
followed by Kuwait Club facing Al-
Salmiya to conclude the round.

In today’s match, Al-Fahaheel (30

points) aims for its second victory,
striving to maintain its fourth-place
position after a morale-boosting win
against Al-Qadisiya in the last round,
ending a streak of defeats.

Coach Firas Al-Khatib of the

Syrian team seeks to extend Al-Fa-
haheel’s dominance over Al-Nasr,
having won their previous three en-
counters this season with scores of

SOCCER

4-2,2-1, and 3-1.

Meanwhile, Al-Nasr sits sixth in

LONDON, May 14, (AP): Everton remains in negotiations
with Miami-based 777 Partners over a takeover of the club,
the English Premier League said on Tuesday, despite the
investor plunging into legal and financial turmoil.

777 reached an agreement with Everton in September to
buy out the 94.1% stake of the club majority shareholder,
Farhad Moshiri. The deal was subject to the approval of
English soccer authorities, and it has yet to be finalized by
the Premier League eight months later.

The prospective sale has been thrown into doubt because
777 is facing a $600 million fraud lawsuit in a federal court
in New York and its Australian airline is grounded. It has
raised concerns about the group’s suitability as a soccer club
owner and how it could pass the Premier League owners and
directors test. While speaking at a parliamentary committee
meeting of the British government, Premier League chief ex-
ecutive Richard Masters was asked about the competition’s
role in overseeing the potential deal.

“I want to be clear what the Premier League’s role in this
is, as regulator - it’s to perform a test, it is not to decide who
the current owner wants to sell his club to,” Masters said.

“That is his decision. At the moment, he wants to continue
to have discussions with 777 about it.”

Masters was attending the committee meeting to discuss
the proposed Football Governance Bill that would establish

an independent football regulator, charged with ensuring the
financial sustainability of clubs and leagues in England. Part
of the regulator’s remit would be to strengthen tests over
who can own a team.

It was put to Masters by a lawmaker that the case involv-
ing 777 and Everton wasn’t showing the league governing
by “objectivity and certainty,” and might be one where a
regulator would have already rejected any deal.

“The Premier League has made it very clear the condi-
tions that have to be met by 777 if it wishes to become own-
er of Everton,” Masters said. “At the moment, because the
takeover has not been confirmed, I'll leave it to the commit-
tee to make its own conclusions for where we are with that.”

Just last week, Standard Liege - a Belgian team among
the European clubs owned by 777 - was unable to play a
league game because protesting fans blocked the team bus
from reaching the stadium.

Fans of Standard have stepped up protests against 777,
with the club under another temporary transfer embargo.

777’s other clubs include Genoa in Italy’s Serie A, Hertha
Berlin in Germany’s second division and Vasco da Gama in
Brazil. Josimar, a Norwegian soccer magazine that has pub-
lished extensively on 777’s issues this season, has reported
that company owners Josh Wander and Steven Pasko have
left the board of directors of its soccer investment division.

the standings (24 points), eager for its
first victory in the group stage despite
facing challenges, including player ab-
sences due to injuries and suspensions,
as acknowledged by Coach Zaher Al-
Adwani.

In the relegation group, Al-Jahra’s
missed opportunities in the first half,
combined with Al-Shabab goal-
keeper Saad Al-Anzi’s outstanding
performance, led to its 2-0 defeat
against “Sons Al-Ahmadi” at the
Friendship and Peace Stadium, seal-
ing its relegation from the Kuwaiti
Premier League.

Khaitan revived its hopes with a nar-
row 1-0 win over Kazma at Nasser Al-
Osaimi Stadium.

With Al-Jahra’s relegation con-
firmed, the battle for the second rel-
egation spot tightens between Khaitan
(18 points) and Al-Shabab (20 points),
while Kazma secures its spot in the
Premier League with 32 points.

The sixth and final round, scheduled

represented the junior and youth PM.  Additionally; ~ Al-Arabi  for the day after tomorrow, will see

teams in 1997. He played for the  secured victory 38-29 over  Al-Shabab facing Kazma, and Khaitan - - - -

senior team from 1999 to 2014,  Al-Nasr. taking on Al-Jahra. Players fight for the ball during the Zain Premier League game.
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