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S&P affirms Kuwait’s sovereign rating at A+: CBK
COUNTDOWN TO KUWAIT CRACKDOWN BEGINS

Zero tolerance for
violators, enablers

‘No harboring, report expat offenders after June 17’

Financial assets ensure stable outlook

KUWAIT CITY, June 8, (KUNA): The Central Bank of Kuwait (CBK) said
Friday that the international rating agency of Standard & Poor’s confirmed the
sovereign rating of Kuwait at A+, with a stable future outlook due to a huge
stock of government financial assets support estimated at about 418 percent of
the gross domestic product in 2024.

In a statement, the Central Bank noted that the Standard & Poor’s report
indicated that Kuwait’s structural and financial reforms are still lagging behind
its peers, and its economy is considered among the most dependent on the oil
sector, among GCC countries, which It exposes its economy to fluctuations of
the oil market.

The statement added that Standard & Poor’s expected that the real gross
domestic product would grow by 2.4 percent on average during the years 2025-
2027, compared to a contraction of 2.3 percent in 2024, assuming a slight eas-
ing in the restrictions of the OPEC+ agreement on oil production.

CBK also pointed out that the rating agency also expected to accelerate the
implementation of large government investment projects and focus on partner-
ships between the public and private sectors and high-impact projects led by the
(New Kuwait 2035) vision.

Regarding the rating prospects, the statement noted that the stable future out-
look reflects the agency’s assumption that the large financial and external bal-
ances in Kuwait will continue to be strong during the forecast period, supported
by a huge stock of government financial assets estimated at about 418 percent
of the gross domestic product in 2024, which is among the largest sovereign
funds of countries.

CBK noted that the agency expected these assets to reach 447 percent of
the gross domestic product during the years 2024-2027, pointing out that these
huge government assets are expected to mitigate the economic risks associated
with the heavy dependence on the oil sector and potential fluctuations in oil
prices.

It stated that the agency listed the most important factors that could lead to a
downgrade of the country’s sovereign credit rating in the event of a significant
increase in public financial imbalances driven by a decline in oil prices or the
absence of financial reforms.

The rating could also be downgraded if the government remains without
comprehensive financing arrangements for the deficits in the general budget,
the report noted.

CBK also said that the agency stated that the country’s credit rating could
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Sheikha Rima hosts charity dinner

Kuwait humanitarian role
earns UN Sec-Gen’s praise

WASHINGTON, June 8, (KUNA):
UN Secretary General Antonio Gu-

The UN top official also applauded
the role of the World Central Kitchen

terres hailed Kuwait’s role in sup-
porting humanitarian work around
the world.

Guterres made the remarks during
the annual charity dinner, hosted by
Goodwill Ambassador of UNHCR
and the Kuwait-America Foundation
Sheikha Rima Al-Sabah late Friday.

Guterres expressed deep gratitude
for Kuwait and His Highness the
Amir Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah for the continuous
support for UNHCR.

He also thanked Sheikha Rima
for her achievements and efforts in
providing international financial aid
to Afghanistan, Iraq, Syria and other
countries during her 20-year term as
a Goodwill Ambassador.

Former Kuwait Minister of Foreign
Affairs Sheikh Salem Al-Sabah
honors World Central Kitchen
(WCK) founder Jose Andres at the
Kuwait-America Foundation and
UNHCR annual charity dinner.

(WCK) charity in providing food for
those affected by war and conflict in
the Ukraine, Gaza Strip and other
places around the world.

On his part, UNCHR chief Filippo
Grandi said that donors’ financial aid
improves the lives of millions who
fled their homes and countries due to
wars and conflicts.

The refugee crisis is growing and
had become a “global catastrophe”,
with no less than 114 million refu-
gees around the world, mainly wom-
en and children, said Grandi.

Meanwhile, former Kuwait Min-
ister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh Salem
Al-Sabah said humanitarian work is
among Kuwait’s top priorities, adding
that Kuwait became one of the top UN-
HCR supporters in the past decade.

Sheikh Salem Al-Sabah presented
WCK founder Jose Andres with an
honorary award in appreciation of
his humanitarian efforts, especially
in Gaza, where the organization is
providing thousands of meals daily
to Palestinians. He also conveyed his
deepest condolences over the death of
seven WCK employees in Israeli oc-
cupation air raids last April in Gaza.

In the same context, Sheikha Rima
Al-Sabah said she will continuously
support UNHCR’s work around the
world, noting that she had gathered
over USD one million to support the
organization this year.

Taking serious measures to ad-
dress the refugees’ crisis is a must, as
the situation is deteriorating around
the world, she noted.

Continued on Page 5

Former Kuwait Minister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh Salem Al-Sabah, his
wife Goodwill Ambassador of UNHCR Sheikha Rima Al-Sabah and UN
Secretary General Antonio Guterres.
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Former Kuwait Minister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh Salem Al-Sabah, his

wife Goodwill Ambassador of UNHCR Sheikha Rima Al-Sabah and Ku-
waiti Ambassador in Washington Sheikha Al-Zain Al-Sabah.

KUWAIT CITY, June 8: With just 8 days remaining until
the deadline set by the Ministry of Interior for residency
violators to rectify their status, which concludes on Mon-
day, June 17, the Ministry is actively facilitating and expe-
diting the processing of applications from those seeking to

rectify their status, reports Al-Rai daily.

Over the past two months, an average of 1,000 violators per day has ap-

correct their conditions.

toward violators.

Photo by Samer Shaqair

Kuwait’s skyline glows under a clear Friday evening sky, amidst record-breaking temperatures reaching 49°C.

Kuwalit presses |AEA on
Israel’s nuclear facilities

VIENNA, June 8, (KUNA): Kuwait has called on the
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) to take
the necessary steps to urge Israel to immediately join
the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty and subject all
its nuclear facilities to the comprehensive safeguards
system of the IAEA.

This was stated in a speech delivered by the Third
Secretary of Kuwait Permanent Delegation to the
United Nations in Vienna, Dr. Sara Al-Ajmi, during the
discussions regarding the Israel’s nuclear capabilities.

Dr. Sara Al-Ajmi, urged in her speech the IAEA to
keep the Israeli occupation’s nuclear capabilities un-
der discussion in the policy-making meetings of the
agency so that it can effectively and competently ful-
fill its role in verifying and applying the comprehen-
sive safeguards system.

Dr. Al-Ajmi added that de-
spite the commitment of all
Middle Eastern countries to the
Non-Proliferation Treaty and
the implementation of the com-
prehensive safeguards agree-
ment, the Israeli occupation
continues its obstinacy, refusing
to subject all its nuclear facili-
ties to the system of the JAEA.

She also pointed out that
Israel continues to reject any
initiatives or serious steps in
this regard, preventing the agency from applying the
system in the Middle East and creating a zone free of
nuclear weapons and weapons of mass destruction.

Kuwait’s delegation also addressed the situation in
Gaza, stating that while the Board of Governors is hold-
ing its meetings this week, Palestine was witnessing a
dangerous escalation and developments in events.

Dr. Al-Ajmi mentioned in her speech that nearly
eight months have passed since the Israeli occupation
forces launched brutal attacks on Palestine, disregard-
ing international laws, covenants, and resolutions, re-
sulting in the deaths of tens of thousands of unarmed
civilians, most of whom are women and children.

In her speech, she confirmed Kuwait’s principled
and firm stance in condemning the unfortunate mas-
sacres committed by the Israeli occupation forces
against Palestinian camps.

Kuwait once again called on the international commu-
nity to exert strong pressure to stop this blatant aggres-
sion, which violates all international laws and norms, to
protect Palestinian, thus, serious efforts must be made to
hold the perpetrators of these heinous crimes accountable.

Dr. Al-Ajmi

Kuwait Specialty Hospital in Rafah hit

Kuwait denounces Israeli attack
on UNRWA school as ‘massacre’

KUWAIT CITY, June 8, (KUNA): The Ministry of Foreign Affairs on
Friday expressed the State of Kuwait’s strong condemnation of the Israeli
occupation’s bombardment of an UNRWA school.

The occupation’s bombardment took the lives of displaced, unarmed
Palestinians including children and women who had taken up refuge at the
school building as a protection in the face of the continuing Israeli aggres-
sion on Gaza Strip.

This massacre is a continuation of the criminal pattern undertaken by the
occupation forces, directed at the unarmed Palestinian civilians, the ministry
statement said, affirming the State of Kuwait’s demands that the international
community and the UN Security Council stop these systematic breaches of
all international laws and norms and bring the culprits to account.

Meanwhile, the Israeli occupation forces have attacked the Kuwait Spe-
cialty Hospital, in the city of Rafah, south of the Gaza Strip, setting large
parts of it on fire.

In a press statement, Director of the Kuwaiti Hospital Dr. Suhaib Al-
Hams condemned occupiers systematic targeting of hospitals in the Gaza
Strip and putting them out of service.

He described that the health situation in Rafah as extremely catastrophic
after all Rafah hospitals were put out of service due to the Israeli assault.

He noted that dozens of dead bodies and injured people are scattered in
the streets of the Rafah Governorate as the Israeli occupation forces prevent
medical teams from reaching them.

Continued on Page 5

proached the Residence Affairs Departments across the six governorates,
as well as the additional centers in Mubarak Al-Kabeer and Al-Raqi, to

Brigadier General Mazyad Al-Mutairi, Assistant Director General of the Gen-
eral Administration of Residency Affairs, emphasized that the deadline extension,
based on the instructions of the First Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of Defense,
and Minister of Interior, Sheikh Fahd Al-Yousef, signifies a humanitarian gesture

The violators were granted a three-month period from March 17 to June 17,

which represents a golden oppor-
tunity unlikely to be repeated.

Following the specified dead-
line, an integrated security plan
will be launched, with no toler-
ance or hesitation in apprehend-
ing violators and those who har-
bor them. Strict measures will be
enforced to control and deport
violators from the country.

Al-Mutairi highlighted the de-
ployment of resources and the
removal of obstacles for violators,
with six departments allocated
to receive violators wishing to
amend their status in the morning,
and two centers operating in the
evening for those opting to depart.

The upcoming widespread
campaigns will leave no viola-
tor unaccounted for, targeting all
governorates and companies em-
ploying violators.

Those arrested will be de-
tained, fingerprinted, and de-
ported following investigation
to identify employers and those
who provided the shelter.

Continued on Page 5

Newswatch

KUWAIT CITY: Meteorologist
Issa Ramadan has forecast a sig-
nificant rise in temperatures, ex-
pected to exceed 50 degrees Cel-
sius, particularly after mid July,
reports Al-Qabas daily.

Ramadan also mentioned an in-
crease in humidity from Saturday
until the end of next week. Despite
entering the Bawareh period, start-
ing yesterday, there is a possibility
of some rain showers occurring.
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RIYADH: The Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia announced Thursday that
the first day of Eid Al-Adha will be
Sunday June 16.

Arafat Day, which precedes the
major Muslim holiday, will be ob-
served on Saturday June 15, added
the Kingdom’s Supreme Court in a
statement. (KUNA)

a a Q

JEDDAH: Saudi Minister of Hajj
and Umrah Dr. Tawfiq Al-Rabiah
announced Thursday the arrival of
over 1.2 million pilgrims, from the
four corners of the globe, in the
Kingdom to perform hajj rituals.

In a news conference in Ri-
yadh, Dr. Rabiah assured that the
pilgrims completed their entry pro-
cedures with ease and they are in
good health conditions and enjoy
high levels of satisfaction.

With the continued arrival of pil-
grims, Dr. Al-Rabiah emphasized
the importance of cooperation from
all pilgrims. He stressed the need for
adherence to regulations and instruc-
tions to ensure a smooth and fulfill-
ing Hajj experience for everyone.

He reiterated the wise leadership’s
unwavering commitment to ensuring
a successful Hajj season. This mani-
fested in early preparations, includ-
ing diligent reviews of plans, pro-
jects, and initiatives. (KUNA)

Schengen visa fees
to surge 12 percent

KUWAIT CITY, June 8: According
to an announcement made by the Euro-
pean Commission, the fees to apply for
a Schengen visa will be increased by 12
percent starting from Tuesday, June 11,
reports Al-Qabas daily.

Currently, the fees to apply for a
Schengen visa is 80 Euros for adults and
40 Euros for children between the ages
of 6 and 12. These fees will be increased
to 90 Euros (around KD 30) for adults,
and 45 Euros (approximately KD 15) for
children.

The European Commission explained

Continued on Page 5

Palestinians mourn their relatives killed in the Israeli bom-
bardment of the Gaza Strip at al-Agsa Hospital in Deir al-
Balah, central Gaza Strip, Saturday, June 8, 2024. (AP)



Prayer Timings
Fajr ........ 03:13 Asr.......... 15:21
Sunrise .. 04:48 Maghrib .. 18:46

Zohr....... 11:47 Isha ........ 20:18

Expected weather for next 24 hrs:

By Day: Hot and humid espe-
cially over coastal areas with light
to moderate freshening at times
southwesterly wind to southeast-
erly wind, with speeds of 10-40
km/h and some scattered clouds
will appear.

ARAB TIMES, SUNDAY, JUNE 9, 2024

Weather

By Night: Hot to rather hot and
humid especially over coastal ar-
eas with light to moderate south-
easterly wind to southerly wind,
with speeds of 08-35 km/h and
some scattered clouds will ap-
pear and a chance for mist form-

ing over some areas.
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Station Max Exp  Min Rec
Kuwait City 48 35
Kuwait Airport 49 28
Abdaly 48 31
Jahra 50 32
Salmiyah 40 32
Nuwaisib 48 29
Wafra 48 26

HH the Crown Prince and PM send congratulation cables

HH Amir congratulates Jordan King on coronation anniversary

‘New horizon’

By Sattam Ahmed Al-Jarallah
CEO, the Arab Times

T is a blessing when a country

has a wise leader -- a leader who
comprehends the meaning of difficult
tasks and a leader who has a team that
understands what needs to be done. If
you have such ingredients in a coun-
try, things become easy.

His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
worked on the firm and decisive path
to fortify institutions by choosing
wisely to put the right person in the
right positions,
especially in the
sensitive posts;
so there is no
misstep that
could affect the
course of the
renaissance that
His  Highness
seeks.

Hence, he
chose an expe-
rienced Crown
Prince -- a dip-
lomat of high caliber who knows how
to formulate his positions; and not
afraid to stand with the truth, Kuwait
and its people.

He is Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah. He was the Prime
Minister who, in the most difficult
stages, bore the responsibility of ex-
tricating Kuwait from the ordeal of
the ‘Corona’ pandemic. He worked
with all his abilities and efforts for
the sake of the people wherever they
were.

He was also the Minister of For-
eign Affairs under sensitive, regional
and international circumstances;
through which, Kuwait placed a dif-
ficult number in the international and
regional equations. Undoubtedly, this
is a point of credit for the man, be-
cause his demeanor coincides with
the cultural and traditional spirit of
the nation.

Al-darallah

Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled
... .and supporting youth

Tolerance among the people of the
country was also translated into vari-
ous initiatives in the region. Thus,
he was the teacher in the fine arts of
diplomacy. This is also a point in Ku-
wait’s interest.

This is an indication that we have
State figures capable of playing their
role in the most difficult stages. Ac-
cordingly, His Highness Sheikh Sa-
bah Al-Khaled assuming this impor-
tant position did not come out of the
blue, rather from the experience and
expertise he acquired in an arduous
work process.

Without a doubt, HH the Crown
Prince is responsible for many
files. He must create paths for
the future in many fields. If he is
not an experienced figure like His
Highness Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled,
a number of problems will arise in
the future.

With His Highness Sheikh Sabah
Al-Khaled, we can rest assured that
we are in the custody of great figures,
headed by His Highness the Amir
and assisted by brave and calm-
minded aids who know how to man-
age a country tired of the crises it has
experienced due to reckless ventures.

It is now time for the country to
emerge from the cocoon of backward-
ness into the space of real Kuwait,
which has been able to overcome all
crises throughout the four centuries.

Since he was a minister, His High-
ness the Crown Prince Sheikh Sabah
Al-Khaled has been keen on support-
ing Kuwaiti youths; because he is
convinced that “the youth is the pil-
lar of the future.” He expressed this
many years ago.

At this stage, which requires in-
tensifying efforts to serve the coun-
try, we are certain that His Highness
the Crown Prince Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khaled will be at the forefront of
defending the rights of young peo-
ple to prove their worth in various
fields.

Kuwait Municipality urged to clarify
allocation of Safafeer Market sites

By Inaas Awadh
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, June 8: The execu-
tive branch, represented by Kuwait
Municipality Director General Saud Al-
Dabbous, has addressed the Municipal
Council regarding the Souq Al-Safafeer
Market contract and asked the latter to re-
spond to the letter that
the Public Author-
ity for Industry (PAI)
sent to the Municipal-
ity in accordance with
the regulations.

The daily obtained
a copy of the letter
stating that a deci- |
sion was taken about [1°
the site of Safafeer
Market on Feb 21,
2018; approving the
request of PAI to re-
allocate sites one and two in Shuwaikh
with a total area of approximately 4556.3
square meters.

These sites should be allocated for the
National Fund for Small and Medium
Enterprises Development and Care to
establish a crafts complex, provided that
the permitted activities on the site are
limited to general crafts and industries
in accordance with the structural plan for
developing Shuwaikh commercial craft

services area.

Subsequently, PAI submitted a letter
dated Aug 20, 2023 requesting submis-
sion of the decision that the temporary
committee took on Feb 21, 2018 to the
council to clarify whether the sites speci-
fied in this decision have been allotted to
the fund or they are still under the juris-
diction of PAL

The Municipality’s letter indicated that
it sent a letter on the subject to its Legal
Department on Dec13, 2023 in order to
express its opinion; which in turn sent a
letter on Dec 21, 2023 on the need to refer
the issue to the council in order to explain
the decision that the temporary commit-
tee took on Feb 21, 2018 in accordance
with what is stated in the letter of the Le-
gal Advice and Legislation Department.

Meanwhile, the executive branch of
the Municipality expressed objection to
the proposal of council member Dr. Has-
san Kamal regarding the design and con-
struction of longitudinal parking lots for
Dasma Association branch, Block Five.

It explained that the Sanitary Engi-
neering Sector at the Ministry of Public
Works objected due to the presence of
services affiliated with them, indicating
this was stated in the response of the rep-
resentative of the sector at the meeting of
the Facilities and Public Services Sub-
Committee on Jan 30, 2024.

Ministry allocates school health
centers for scholarship students

By Marwa Al-Bahrawi
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, June 8: The School Health
Department at the Ministry of Health has
announced the allocation of eight school
health centers to receive scholarship stu-
dents to complete scholarship procedures
according to the residential address shown
in the civil identification card.

Director of the department Dr. Wafa Al-
Kandari said the ministry is keen on allocating
such centers in all governorates. These cen-
ters include Hamad Al-Sager Health Center
in Adailiya in the Capital Governorate, Reg-
gai Health Center in Farwaniya Governorate,
School Health Center in Adan Specialized
Health Center (Block Two) in Mubarak Al-
Kabeer Governorate, School Health Center
in Bayan (Block Eight) in Hawally Gover-
norate, Jahra Health Complex and Mutlaa
Health Center N10 in Jahra Governorate, and

Fahaheel and Sabah Al-Ahmad health centers
-- Sector D in Ahmadi Governorate.

Al-Kandari revealed these clinics serve
scholarship students from Sunday to Thurs-
day at 7:30 am to 1:00 pm during the morn-
ing period, and from 2:00 pm to 9:00 pm
in the evening period except Sabah Al-Ah-
mad and Mutlaa centers N10, which cater
to students only in the morning period on
Sundays and Tuesdays. She said the stu-
dents must personally present valid original
documents with the copies as follows: letter
of acceptance from the Ministry of Higher
Education or proof of the student’s accep-
tance to the university, recent personal pho-
to, civil identification card, birth certificate,
vaccination certificate, passport and appli-
cations related to the destination, if any.

She also affirmed the ministry’s commit-
ment to provide the students with the nec-
essary healthcare and other related services
with the best quality standards.

KUWAIT CITY, June 8, (KUNA): His High-
ness the Amir Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah sent on Saturday a cable of
congratulations to King Abdullah II of Jordan
on the occasion of the 25th anniversary of his

coronation.

His Highness the Amir praised Jordan’s
achievements and comprehensive develop-
ment in all fields under the wise leadership of

King Abdullah II.

Hashemite Kingdom.

Meanwhile, His Highness the Crown
Prince Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad
Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah sent on Saturday a
cable of congratulations to King Abdul-
lah II of Jordan on the occasion of the 25th

His Highness also lauded the deep-rooted
relations between Kuwait and Jordan, wish-
ing the King everlasting health and wellness,
and further prosperity and progress to the

ship.

anniversary of his coronation, wishing the
monarch everlasting health and wellness,
and further prosperity and progress to the
Hashemite Kingdom under his wise leader-

His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh
Ahmad Abdullah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah also
sent a cable of congratulations to King Ab-
dullah IT of Jordan on the occasion of the 25th
anniversary of his coronation.

‘MoH ready to provide Kuwaiti pilgrims

KUWAIT CITY, June 8, (KUNA): The Min-
istry of Health declared on Saturday that the
whole team of medical services for the Kuwaiti
hajj expedition had arrived in holy Makkah.
Dr. Abdullah Al-Sanad, the MoH official

spokesman said in a statement to KUNA that
all of expedition’s medical equipment had been
set up. The MoH clinics will open on Sunday
with start of the Kuwaiti pilgrims’ arrival, he
said, affirming that the ministry will secure all

with medical care’

medical needs for the devotees namely the el-
derly and those suffering from chronic diseases.

The ministry had declared that 41 health pre-
vention centers had been set up to immunize
the pilgrims.

South Abdullah Al-Mubarak area
faces water & sewage shortages

Residents call for urgent intervention

By Mohammad Al-Musleh
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, June
8: The residents in South
Abdullah Al-Mubarak
suffer from a number of
problems, most notably
the lack of services includ-
ing the sewage network

and water delivery.

Representative of the residents
Khaled Al-Daihani confirmed to
the daily that 3,200 families have
been suffering for more than three
years due to the absence of sev-
eral services and non-operation of
government facilities, while the
concerned government agencies
are in deep slumber.

He stated that the Public Author-
ity for Housing Welfare (PAHW)
established a sewage network con-
nected to the main line of the Min-
istry of Public Works; but the latter
is not ready to establish a temporary
sewage station, so some residents
were forced to break the asphalt
and connect sewage to their homes
through the main network. He af-
firmed the ministry has been in-
formed about the need to establish a
temporary sewage station, but it has
not responded till date.

He explained the residents’ suffer-
ing has been exacerbated by the ab-
sence of water delivery to homes, as
the Fresh Water Networks Sector in
the Ministry of Electricity stipulated
that water should be delivered to the
plots where 80 percent of the citizens
reside and this requires urgent inter-
vention to deliver water.

He added the Ministry of Educa-
tion and PAHW should take advan-
tage of the summer period to ensure
the opening of schools for the next
academic year. He wondered: “How
can people reside in the area, if the
services are not complete?”

He went on to say that the area
lacks entrances and exits, urging
the Public Authority for Roads and
Transportation (PART) to establish
entrances and exits that comply with
traffic engineering regulations. He
asserted that the imminent deduction
of Kuwait Credit Bank installment
for housing loans weighs heavily on
the residents in the area.

He called on the government to au-
thorize the Government Performance
Monitoring Agency to supervise the
work of the Council of Service Un-
dersecretaries to expedite the com-
pletion of projects and provide ser-
vices to the residents.

Q Q Q

The First Deputy Prime Minister,
Minister of Defense and Minister
of Interior Sheikh Fahad Al-Yousef
has issued a decision to appoint
Brigadier General Fahad Al-Obaid
as the Director General of Correc-
tional Institutions, and to refer the
former director Brigadier Nasser
Nasser Al-Azmi to the ministry’s
headquarters.

According to security sources, the
minister approved the placement of
leadership positions in the residency
affairs and service centers sector in
order to complement the public secu-
rity and traffic sectors.

Q Q aQ

The Minister of Public Works
and the State Minister for Munici-
pal Affairs Dr. Noura Al-Mishaan
recently issued a ministerial deci-
sion to amend the former ministerial
decision No. 206/2009 regarding the
requirements to consider for the de-
sign and construction of houses in
private residential areas, reports Al-
Rai daily.

According to a statement issued
by Kuwait Municipality, the recent
decision comes in line with the urban
construction development, and pro-
vides more flexible design require-
ments for the citizens to cover most
of their demands.

KUNA photo
Director General of the General Administration of the Kuwaiti Coast Guard, Brigadier General Sheikh
Mubarak Ali Al-Sabah, during his meeting with the Bahraini Minister of Interior, Sheikh Rashid bin Abdullah.

Coast Guard chief meets Bahrain’s interior minister

Bahrain & Kuwait seek ways to boost
security cooperation, maritime safety

By Kholoud Al-Enezi

MANAMA, June 8, (KUNA):
Director General of Kuwait’s
Coast Guard Commodore Sheikh
Mubarak Ali Al-Sabah hailed
Thursday the distinguished level
of Kuwaiti-Bahraini relations.

In a statement to KUNA after

his meeting with Bahraini Min-
ister of Interior Sheikh Rashid
bin Abdullah in Manama, Sheikh
Mubarak underlined the impor-
tance of cooperation between
the Kuwaiti and Bahraini Coast
Guards for developing their capa-
bilities.

He also noted that the meet-
ing discussed the joint efforts to
strengthen security cooperation
and coordination as well as ex-
changing experiences to maintain
security and safety of the two
Arabian Gulf states’ maritime
borders.

Le Flécher distributes DELF and DALF certificates to students

Ambassador hails increase in French speakers

By Fares Al-Abdan
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, June 8: French
Ambassador to Kuwait Claire
Le Flécher has confirmed that
one third of the Kuwaiti people
understand French and many
of them speak the language flu-
ently; expressing her happiness
over the growing number of
French speakers in Kuwait and
the higher demand for French
culture, along with the rising
number of Kuwaitis studying in
her country.

Le Flécher made the state-
ment during the distribution of
Diploma in French Language
Studies (DELF) and Advanced
Diploma in French Language
(DALF) certificates to students
who successfully completed
these courses.

She said: “I am very pleased
to host this reception at my resi-
dence. We welcome DELF and
DALF graduates -- children and
adults -- who have reached a cer-
tain level in the French language
and passed. These certificates
are important as the holders are
allowed to apply to universi-
ties and improve their level of
the French language. These are
official certificates that can be
obtained only through the em-
bassy by completing courses that
the French Institute offers every
year.”

She pointed out that French is
a very beautiful language, but at
the same time, it is somewhat dif-
ficult. She affirmed that Kuwaitis
exert tremendous efforts to learn
the language, which means the
parents push their children to
learn French and this involves
strengthening relations between
France and Kuwait.

“This means more and more
Kuwaitis have relations with
France, some of whom come to
France and some of them carry
out projects with France. For
us, this is a real investment for
the future,” the ambassador as-
serted.

In her speech addressed to the
students and their families, she
stated: “The year 2024 is the year
of pride for the French language,
which we all share.”

On Oct 4-5, the representatives
of about 100 countries and gov-
ernments will participate in the
19th Franco-
phone Sum-
mit in Villers-
Cotiers  with
the theme,
“Creativity,
Innovation
and  Imple-
| mentation in
French.” The
ambassador
pointed  out
“French lan-
guage unites us in our diversity,
as confirmed by the President
of the Republic, Emmanuel Ma-
cron.”

She revealed that French is
the fifth mostly spoken language
in the world -- spoken daily by
more than 235 million people
and understood by more than 300
million people across the five
continents. “This language pro-
vides broad possibilities for en-
hancing communication between
populations and cultures while
building the world of tomorrow,”
she asserted.

She added Francophone is en-
hanced by cultural diversity and
human values, makes intercultur-
al dialogue an engine for positive
development, and opens a path

Le Flécher

that contradicts the painful prem-
ise of a clash of civilizations or
a war of religions. “While re-
specting the differences and pe-
culiarities of each person, Fran-
cophone also expands the field
of possibilities in a global spirit
of openness, as an alternative to
globalization that will be synon-
ymous with unifying the world.
Kuwait understood this situation
very early and focused on teach-
ing the French language since
1966, when the language was
introduced into the school sys-
tem. Thanks to the work of the
Ministry of Education and the
General Inspectorate for Teach-
ing the French Language, French
has become the third language
taught in Kuwait. It is a sign of
the strong and lasting relations
between our countries. Approxi-
mately 500,000 French speakers
are in Kuwait with more than
1,400 French teachers and more
than 40,000 students; while
about 10,000 students are study-
ing French for their baccalaure-
ate degree every year.”

She also affirmed that “DELF
attracts about 400,000 candidates
every year, and has seen nine
million candidates pass through-
out the world since 1985. It hon-
ors more than 100 candidates of
all ages every year in Kuwait.”

Meanwhile, Benoit Catala,
Advisor for Cooperation and
Cultural Work and Director of
the French Institute in Kuwait
said: “The Institute is the only ac-
credited center for these interna-
tionally recognized certificates,
which are valid for life and allow
their holders to work, study and
to immigrate to French-speaking
countries. We use the European
Framework of Reference for
teaching French.”
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‘Thorough background check
vital for judicial appointment’

“WE’VE discussed at length the qual-
ities required for judiciary members,
noting that they are typically selected
from among the top graduates with
Bachelor of Laws degrees,” colum-
nist Counselor Adel Boutros wrote
for Al-Qabas daily.

“However, academic excellence
alone is not sufficient for one to hold
such a prestigious
position. A judge
must also come
from a reputable
background, en-
suring they were
raised in a good
environment,
starting with their
family. The fam-
ily must have a
good reputation,
with no members
known for bad behavior or criminal
tendencies.

“To this end, candidates for judi-
cial appointments undergo thorough
background checks. Investigators
examine the environments in which
they were raised and the behavior of
their close relatives, such as parents,
siblings, spouses, and cousins.

“This is to ensure that none of
them view crime as anything other
than shameful and contemptible,
rather than a sign of cleverness or
skill.

“It is generally accepted that judges
adhere to the law strictly, but excep-
tions do exist, reinforcing the rule
rather than negating it. We’ve previ-
ously mentioned a judge in Egypt
who broke this rule by committing
a heinous crime: the murder of his
young wife, a broadcaster.

“This judge married her in secret,
promising to reveal their marriage
later, but when he failed to do so,
she threatened to expose him. This
included revealing his professional
misconduct.

“Fearing for his career and personal
life, he plotted to kill her. He and an
accomplice rented a remote farm and
prepared tools, a gun, and chains for
the crime.

“On the appointed day, he lured
her to the farm under the guise
of giving it to her as a gift. Once
there, he attacked her, and with his
friend’s help, killed her. They then
mutilated her body to prevent iden-
tification.

“Despite the brutality of this crime,
it remains an exception to the rule.
The global standard is that judges
maintain impeccable conduct and
avoid any suspicion.

“This judge, however, violated
these principles in a manner more fit-
ting of a hardened criminal. Further
investigations revealed suspicions of
additional crimes, leading to a com-
prehensive inquiry into his finances
and assets, which included numerous
properties and business interests.

“If all accusations against this
judge are proven, he stands as an
exception that confirms the rule of
judicial integrity. His unique circum-
stances may have led him down this
dark path, but we hope such instances
remain rare.”

Boutros

Also:

“There is a broad consensus that
our educational system is deeply
flawed, from its foundations to its
outcomes. It is equally accepted that
a failing educational system leads to
the gradual collapse of society,” col-
umnist Asrar Johar Hayat wrote for
Al-Qabas daily.

“Therefore, urgent and immediate
reform of the educational system is
necessary, as we no longer have the
luxury of time.

“When we talk about reforming the
educational system, the first thing that
comes to mind is curriculum reform
and development. However, while
this is crucial, it is a time-consuming
process, and we may not have the
time to wait.

“Therefore, I propose a practical
and applicable solution that can be
implemented more swiftly than cur-
riculum reform.

“According to the theory of In-
tended Learning Outcomes, the pri-
mary focus should be on the quality
of educational outcomes, particularly
the human element that will eventu-
ally manage and build society.

“To improve educational out-
comes quickly, we must focus on
the teachers, as they are the corner-
stone of the educational process.
The equation is simple: improving
the quality of teachers and their per-
formance will result in better edu-
cational outcomes.

“To start with, teacher education
colleges in Kuwait should attract dis-
tinguished students and direct them
to the specializations needed by the
Ministry of Education. The field of
education should be made attractive
to students who are passionate about
teaching.

“Additionally, the Ministry of
Education should focus on devel-
oping the skills of current teach-
ers and training them in innovative
teaching methods. Teachers play a
crucial role in curriculum develop-
ment, as they convey the curricu-
lum to students.

“A well-trained teacher can en-
hance the curriculum by incorporat-
ing rich and modern information from

new studies and research, thereby pre-
senting the material in a more devel-
oped and contemporary manner.

“Teachers must also be equipped
with the latest teaching methods that
resonate with the current generation.
The traditional method of rote learn-
ing is outdated; our classrooms need
to become interactive learning envi-
ronments.

“One significant way to develop
teachers is to implement a teacher
licensing project, supervised by an
independent body affiliated with the
Council of Ministers, not the Minister
of Education. This ensures impartial-
1ty.

“Once the license is activated and
linked to joining the teaching profes-
sion, it implies that teaching is not just
a fallback option but a profession for
those who excel at it and can produce
knowledgeable and educated genera-
tions.

“Furthermore, a new organizational
structure for teachers should be devel-
oped, including academic levels simi-
lar to those for university professors.

“Teachers should be able to ad-
vance from novice teacher to assis-
tant teacher, and eventually to senior
teacher, through specific training
courses or tests.

“This progression should be linked
to job promotions and salary increas-
es, providing incentives for teachers
to improve their skills and climb the
academic ladder.

“The teaching profession is a noble
one, requiring a prestigious social and
financial status. Those who teach our
children should be the elite. Thus, we
must ensure that teachers are given
this status, including increased sala-
ries.

“This should be accompanied by
a clear mechanism for selecting top
high school graduates for teacher
preparation colleges, ensuring that
the teaching profession attracts and
retains the best candidates.

“Our children are the cornerstone
of the future, and we must ensure the
quality of their education to prepare
them for university studies and be-
yond. We have a long journey of de-
velopment ahead, requiring national
leaders and skilled personnel to man-
age our projects and build the society
we aspire to.

“Therefore, improving the quality
of educational outcomes is the first
step in educational reform, and this
can be achieved by elevating the stan-
dard of our teachers. There is always
more to discuss on this important
topic.”

g Qa Q

“The star and accidents ... The
collision of cars on crowded streets
like that of the State of Kuwait does
not seem strange, especially since
someone who did not dream of be-
ing photographed next to a car in his
country now owns an Arabic car in
our country. He even uses the parking
lots for the disabled, and parks his car
near mosques, schools and homes of
citizens without fear or shame,” col-
umnist Talal Al-Saeed wrote for Al-
Seyassah daily.

“This is no longer surprising in
Kuwait, but what is strange is that
in the event of an accident, God for-
bid, you are forced to wait for hours
until the accident procedures are
completed

“The active minister may have
solved the problem of the lack of in-
vestigators in police stations with his
new decision requiring police officers
to fulfill their official duty. However,
the minister does not know the ar-
duous journey before you reach the
police station to obtain a document
in order to proceed with the repair
of your car! This is in addition to
the overcrowding and congestion of
streets caused by accidents — whether
minor or major. All of these are due to
the accident procedures!

“The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
eliminated all kinds of crowding and
waiting for completion of accident
procedures and obtaining the repair
document through the establishment
of a company called ‘Najm’ that
deals with this whole story. It cre-
ates a diagram of the accident, holds
the insurance companies accountable
and gives everyone their rights, even
far from the outpost! The company
saved time and effort, reduced pres-
sure on police stations, and cars are
neither parked on the streets nor dis-
rupted traffic movement!

“It is not shameful to copy the
Saudi experience and benefit from
it, as long as the active minister is
developing the work of the Minis-
try of Interior. So, why does he not
seek the help of the Saudi ‘Najm’
Company to establish a similar
company in Kuwait, while avoiding
the mistakes that ‘Najm’ Company
committed, if any?

“Like us, Minister Fahd Al-Yousuf
knows that car accidents are still the
major cause of road congestion, and
that insurance companies are delay-
ing the payment of accident compen-
sation to citizens. The Saudi govern-
ment addressed all of these issues
through ‘Najm’ Company. When will
we see a Kuwaiti star eliminate this
problem? Good.”

- Compiled by PFX Fernandes &
Mahmoud Ateyieh

ARAB TIMES, SUNDAY, JUNE 9, 2024

KUNA photos

Chief of Staff of Kuwait Army during the inspection of the Artillery and Land Force Institute.

Lieut-Gen Al-Mezyan given presentation on tasks, missions

Army Chief of Staff visits Land Force Artillery and Institute

KUWAIT CITY, June 8: The Chief of Staff of
Kuwait Army Lieutenant General Bandar Al-
Mezyan conducted a field visit to the Land Force
Artillery and Land Force Institute, reports Al-An-
ba daily. Upon his arrival at the artillery, he was
given a presentation on the tasks and missions as-
signed to the Land Force Artillery.

Lieutenant General Al-Mezyan praised the
high level of training and the advanced profes-
sionalism of the individuals.

He then moved to Land Force Institute where
Lieutenant General Bandar Al-Mezyan was re-
ceived by the Commander of the institute Major
General Khalid Ali Al-Zayed.

He was then given a presentation on the train-
ing and teaching methods as well as the curricula
provided by the institute. At the end of his visit,
Lieutenant General Bandar Al-Mezyan highly
praised the efforts exerted by the individuals in
Kuwait Army and their readiness to defend their
nation and preserve its stability and safety.

Coast Guard makes hig drug bust
at sea, seizes 50 kilos of hashish

Cell phones, knives recovered in surprise prison raid

KUWAIT CITY, June 8: As part of the ef-
forts of the Ministry of Interior to confront
drug dealers and smugglers and control
networks smuggling poisons into the coun-
try, the Coast Guard General Department,
in cooperation with the Drug Control Gen-
eral Department, foiled the smuggling of
50 kilograms of hashish with an estimated
value of KD150,000 as four persons at-
tempted to bring the narcotics into the
country by sea, reports Al-Seyassah daily.

Coast Guard officers monitored the maritime
borders and intensified search and investigation
operations on drug smugglers, so information was
obtained about a group of people attempting to
smuggle prohibited substances by sea.

By monitoring the advanced radar system, the loca-
tion of the contraband and those involved was identified.
After obtaining permission, the Coast Guard officers ar-
rested the suspects and found 50 kilograms of hashish
in their possession. They were referred to the concerned
authorities, along with the confiscated narcotics.

Assistant Undersecretary for Border Security Affairs
Major General Mujbil Bin Shouq and a number of Coast
Guard officials supervised the opening of the contra-
band.

a o Q

Surprise inspection raids in prison: For the second time
in few weeks, inspection teams from Special Security Forces
launched a surprise campaign in Central Prison, in collabo-
ration with the Central Prison Security, during which a num-
ber of prohibited items were seized including smart phones,
wires, knives and drugs, reports Al-Shahed daily.

These illicit items, which were well hidden, have been
collected and referred to the concerned authorities for neces-
sary legal measures.

a o Q

PAFN seizes rotten meat: During a routine inspection of food
items at Mubarakiya market, the Public Authority for Food and
Nutrition, Wednesday, seized over half a ton of rotten meat that
had been offered for sale to unsuspecting consumers at various
meat and butcher shops, reports Al-Qabas daily.

Muhammad Al-Kandari, the head of the Mubarakiya
Center within the authority, confirmed the closure of several
butcher shops found selling meat deemed unfit for human
consumption. He noted that the meat displayed unnatural
characteristics, including changes in color, shape, and odor,
indicating spoilage.

Furthermore, Al-Kandari revealed that workers were
found operating within these shops despite sustaining inju-
ries, without presenting the necessary medical reports issued
by competent authorities. Such violations jeopardize public
health and safety, warranting swift action from regulatory
bodies to ensure compliance with food safety standards.

Al-Kandari said PAFN remains vigilant in its efforts to
safeguard consumer welfare, underscoring the importance of
stringent inspections and enforcement measures to prevent
the sale of contaminated or substandard food items in Ku-
wait’s markets.

Q a Q

Encroachments removed: Head of the Violations Remov-
al Department at the Kuwait Municipality branch in Ahmadi
Governorate Eng. Majed Al-Mutairi has confirmed the re-
moval of encroachments on State properties — canopies in
Mahboula and 13 illegal reserves along Umm Safaq Road,
reports Al-Jarida daily.

In a press statement, Al-Mutairi disclosed that the inspec-
tion team carried out field tours under the supervision and
direct follow-up of Ahmadi Municipality Branch Manager
Saad Al-Shaiba.

Meanwhile, the Public Relations Department at the Mu-
nicipality has announced the intensification of inspection
tours by the Municipality teams in all branches as per the
directive of Director General of the Municipality Eng. Saud
Al-Dubos. The department said the Municipality teams are
continuously conducting field tours, while urging all those
who violated the regulations to correct their violations in or-
der to avoid legal problems.

a o Q

Bureau signs MoU with GRAS: The National Bureau for
Human Rights recently signed a memorandum of under-
standing with the Kuwait Society for Drug Awareness and
Prevention (GRAS) to bolster constructive collaboration in
areas of shared objectives, reports Al-Seyassah daily.

This agreement aims to foster communication channels
that facilitate the exchange of ideas and best practices, as
well as mutual support for the execution of technical and
professional programs.

Ban on selling fresh, frozen mince

MoCl seizes ‘adulterated’ Zamzam water

KUWAIT CITY, June 8: The Ministry
of Commerce and Industry (MoCI) an-
nounced the seizure of a store supply-
ing ‘adulterated’” Zamzam water packed
in cans and polyethylene bags ready for
sale in the Hawalli region and legal pro-
cedures are being completed to refer the
case to the Commercial Prosecution, re-
ports Al-Seyassah daily.

The Ministry of Commerce said in a press
statement that the seizure was in imple-
mentation of Ministerial Resolution No.
216/2014, which stipulates that “it is pro-
hibited to import Zamzam water for a com-
mercial purpose and prohibit its display and
circulation in the markets.”

A sticker printed with Zamzam water was
placed on it and was offered for sale. The
daily explained that the Hawalli Monitoring
Team of the Commercial Control and Con-
sumer Protection Sector seized 23,300 pack-
aged cans of 200ml with Zamzam water and
stickers were found placed on 923 cartons
for the purpose of selling them.

On the other hand, the Ministry of Com-
merce prohibited butcheries and meat
showrooms from selling fresh and frozen
(minced) meat except in the presence of the
consumer and upon his request.

It also prohibited butcheries from adding
fat that is not part of the meat when weigh-
ing it and selling it to the consumer.

a o Q

Review penal legislation: Public Pros-
ecutor Counselor Saad Al-Safran issued a
decision to form a working team to review
and evaluate the penal legislation, headed

KUNA photo

An official of the Hawalli Monitoring

Team of the Commercial Control and

Consumer Protection Sector checking
the adulterated Zamzam water.

by First Public Prosecutor Counselor Bader
Al-Massad with a number of Kuwaiti public
prosecutors as members, reports Al-Anba
daily.

The Public Prosecution posted on its
official ‘X’ account that the main tasks of
the team are to review, study and compare
the Kuwaiti criminal legislation with con-
temporary criminal legislation to ensure
it is in line with the latest developments
in the field.
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Water crisis grips Al-Mutla’a City,
residents urge immediate action

Price of single tanker load jumps to 15 dinars

KUWAIT CITY, June 8: Residents of Al-
Mutla’a city are grappling with a severe
scarcity of fresh water, exacerbated by the
closure of the Amghara water station, re-

ports Al-Seyassah daily.

The closure has led to increased pressure on the
Jahra water station, resulting in extended waiting
times for water tanker fill-ups, now reaching up to 6
hours. Consequently, the price of a single tanker load

water crisis,

»
=

A long line of tankers waiting to be filled due to low water pressure during
filling process.

Drive for professional standards

Municipality organizes workshop
on code of employment conduct

KUWAIT CITY, June 8: The devel-
opment and information sector of the
municipality, in collaboration with
the Civil Service Commission, is set
to organize a workshop titled ‘Code
of Employment Conduct’ for munici-
pality supervisors, reports Al-Jarida
daily.

Scheduled for, Sunday, the work-
shop seeks to elevate professional
standards, enhance service quality,
build public trust, and reinforce prin-
ciples of corporate governance through

integrity, transparency, and adherence
to regulations.

Yousef Al-Azmi, Deputy Director
General for Development and Informa-
tion Sector Affairs, highlighted that the
workshop will feature lectures by spe-
cialized speakers and involve partici-
pation from supervisors across various
municipal sectors.

The objective is to refine methods,
enhance skills, and improve perfor-
mance, ultimately resulting in better
public service delivery.

has skyrocketed to 15 dinars, leaving residents bur-
dened by exorbitant costs.

In light of this dire situation, residents have appealed to
authorities in the Council of Ministers, the Ministry of
Works, and the Environment Agency to urgently address the
particularly as summer approaches.
emphasize the urgent need to operationalize sewage plants to
alleviate the burden on the community.

Khaled Al-Anzi, Chairman of the Al-Mutla’a Residents
Committee, expressed frustration over the neglect of their
city, stating that the crisis extends beyond water filling

They

delays to include sewage issues.
Despite promises to address these con-
cerns, including the operation of sew-
age pumps, little progress has been
made.

Mishal Al-Hajri, head of the volun-
teer committees of Al-Mutlaa city,
highlighted the severity of the water
crisis, attributing it primarily to mal-
functioning water pumps. With the
closure of the Amghara pump, the
pressure on the Jahra pump has inten-
sified, leading to significant delays in
water distribution.

Residents urge swift action from
authorities to alleviate their suffering,
emphasizing that the water crisis poses
a significant threat to their well-being,
particularly with the onset of summer.

Co-op ‘achieves’
positive growth

KUWAIT CITY, June 8: Chair-
man of the Board of Directors of
Sulaibikhat and Doha Coopera-
tive Society Mubarak Al-Arboud
has affirmed the completion of
the inventory of the central mar-
kets and branches, reports Al-
Jarida daily.

In a press statement, Al-
Arboud disclosed the financial
results are positive based on the
report that the financial director
submitted to the Board of Direc-
tors -- more than KD 220,000
from January to May.
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KUNA photo
The Kuwait Red Crescent Society begins the second phase of distributing aid to the people of southern Lebanon.

Food, cleaning supplies for over 6,000 families

KRCS starts second phase of aid in Lebanon

BEIRUT, June 8, (KUNA): The
Kuwait Red Crescent Society (KRCS)
started, Friday, its second phase of
distributing relief aid to southern
Lebanese people affected by Israeli
occupation attacks since October
2023.

In a statement to KUNA, relief
coordinator for the Lebanese Red
Cross Yousef Boutros said that the
KRCS is continuing its relief aid dis-
tribution to the Lebanese in cities and
villages in the south whose security
had been threatened by Israeli occupa-
tion attacks.

In coordination with KRCS, the
Lebanese Red Cross’ aid includes food
and cleaning supplies for over 6,000
Lebanese families, added Boutros.

Meanwhile, Member of Qana town
municipality in Tyre Hassan Ftouni
extended his gratitude to the leader-
ship and people of Kuwait for their
unending support and assistance for
Lebanon and its people.

Ftouni underscored the KRCS’
efforts in southern Lebanon, empow-
ering people in regards to their current
security and economic difficulties.

The KRCS’ relief and contributions

Minister Al-Omar gives directives to
speed up civil services digitalization

KUWAIT CITY, June 8,
(KUNA): The Minister of Com-
merce and
Industry and
Minister  of
State for
Communica-
tions Affairs,
Omar Al- |1 -
Omar, issued T
directives on
Thursday to

. ot £
expedite the
digitalization Al-Omar
process  for

civil services.
In a press release, the min-

istry said that the orders came
from the higher ups and Coun-
cil of Ministers with the aim of
improving work conduct, accel-
erating and easing transactions,
creating a productive work en-
vironment for the benefit of the
public.

Open door policy has also been
enforced, it continued, on all the
agencies, leaders, supervisors and
to listen to the general public and
ease their transactions.

It added that the ministry will
receive citizens through appoint-
ments that can be booked on the
(Sahel) application.

extend to its “loaf project,” aiding and
supplying food to thousands of Syrian
and Lebanese families and refugees
over the years.

With Eid Al-Adha around the cor-
ner, the KRCS will distribute food to
Lebanese, Syrian and Palestinian refu-
gees in Lebanon.
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Chamber commends strong bilateral relations

Mongolian delegation seeks tourism
investment ‘opportunities’ in Kuwait

KUWAIT CITY, June 8:
The Kuwait Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
hosted the economic del-
egation from Mongolia,
focusing on the tourism
sector, reports Al-Seyas-

sah daily.
Led by Sergelin Bu-
rev Shadai, Ambassa-

dor of the Republic of
Mongolia to Kuwait, the
delegation engaged with
various Kuwaiti member
agencies and companies.

During the meet-
ing, the Chamber com-
mended the strong bilat-
eral relations between
Kuwait and Mongolia,
highlighting the posi-
tive impact of such vis-
its on enhancing trade
cooperation between the
two countries. These in-
teractions serve as vital
tools for fostering joint
collaboration and in-
creasing the volume of
trade.

Ambassador  Shadai
expressed  appreciation
for the ongoing coop-
eration with the Kuwait
Chamber of Commerce
and Industry, emphasiz-
ing Mongolia’s keen in-
terest in joint investments
with Kuwaiti businesses
across diverse sectors.

The primary objective
of the delegation’s visit
was to explore invest-
ment prospects in Mon-
golia’s tourism sector
and establish collabora-
tive projects to bolster
investment cooperation
between the two na-
tions.

Members of the Mon-
golian delegation show-
cased the array of tour-

Photo from the event

French envoy inaugurates
Ladies Diwaniya initiative

KUWAIT CITY, June 8:
The French Ambassa-
dor to Kuwait, HE Claire
Le Flecher, inaugurated
the ‘Ladies Diwaniya’
at her residence, wel-
coming a diverse group
of women from various
fields including business,
politics, arts, culture, and
fashion, reports Al-Jarida
daily.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the French envoy
said she is honored at
hosting the event, em-
phasizing that the aim is
to provide a platform for
inspiring and empower-
ing women to connect,
share stories, and build

strong networks of soli-
darity.

The initiative is to pay
homage to Kuwaiti Di-
waniya traditions, cel-
ebrating the hospitality
and lifestyle excellence
of Kuwaiti women.

Le Flecher highlighted
the gathering’s goal of
fostering open communi-
cation, empowering wom-
en, and driving positive
societal change. Regular
meetings are expected to
facilitate idea exchange,
innovative projects, and
mutual support, ultimately
enhancing the influence of
Kuwaiti women across all
sectors.

ism services available
in Mongolia, including
recreational trips and
high-quality hotel ser-
vices. They underscored
Mongolia’s vast tourism
potential, which has wit-
nessed a significant in-
crease in tourist arrivals
in recent years.

The exchange of in-

sights and presentations
during the meeting pro-
vided valuable insights
into the burgeoning tour-
ism opportunities in Mon-
golia, paving the way for
potential investment ven-
tures and mutually benefi-
cial partnerships between
Kuwaiti and Mongolian
enterprises.

PAFN reaffirms commitment to food safety

KUWAIT CITY, June 8: Dr. Reem
Al-Fulaij, Chairperson of the Board of
Directors and Director General of the

Public Authority for

dedicated

Food and Nutrition,
emphasized the
Authority’s commit-
ment to its role in
monitoring import-
ed, manufactured,

- ®
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of ensuring safe food practices.

Dr. Al-Fulaij stressed that PAFN is
to swiftly
information on food safety and tak-
ing immediate action in coordination
with relevant state authorities in
response to any incidents related to
food safety.

She highlighted the range of food

exchanging

: safety incidents, from minor occur-

and traded food in e
Kuwait, reports
Al-Jarida daily.
Saying food safe- -
Dr. Al-Fulaij

ty is a collective
concern, she told

KUNA, that the World Food Safety
Day, observed annually on June 7 under
the theme “Safe food today for a healthy
tomorrow,” underscores the importance

rences to significant international
crises, noting that over 600 million
people worldwide contract food-
borne illnesses annually, resulting in
240,000 deaths.

Dr. Al-Fulaij emphasized that these

illnesses and fatalities can be prevented
by prioritizing food safety across the
entire food supply chain, from produc-
ers to consumers.
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New mosque proposal submitted for South Abdullah Al-Mubarak Blocks 1 and 5

Municipal Council gears up for first extraordinary session

By Inaas Awadh
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff
KUWAIT CITY, June 8: On Sunday, June 9, the
Municipal Council will hold its first extraordinary ses-
sion, headed by Abdullah Al-Mahri, of the third session
of the 13th legislative term to discuss a number of items

on its agenda.
These items are:

1. Approving the minutes of the 20th regular meeting

of the second session of the Municipal Council held on

June 3, 2024

2. Electing members of the governorate subcommittees

ernorates.

in accordance with Article 26 of Law No. 33/2016
regarding the Kuwait Municipality. Five members will be
elected for each committee representing Capital, Hawally,
Farwaniya, Jahra, Ahmadi and Mubarak Al-Kabeer gov-

3. Electing members of the main committees in

accordance with Article 27 of Law No. 33/2016 regard-

ing the Kuwait Municipality. Seven members will be
elected for the Technical Committee, and five mem-
bers will be elected for the Legal and Financial
Committee, the Reform and Development Committee,
and the committees for practicing engineering profes-
sions, environmental affairs, and objections and com-

plaints.

On a related note, the Municipal Council member
Walid Al-Dagher yesterday presented a proposal to allo-
cate a site for building a mosque in South Abdullah

Al-Mubarak Blocks 1 and 5, as there are no nearby
mosques that serve these parts, and there is a suitable
unexploited ground for building the mosque.

In the preamble to his proposal, Al-Dagher explained
the reason behind submitting the proposal. He said he had
received comments from citizens and residents of Blocks

1 and 5 in South Abdullah Al-Mubarak, as well as visitors

availability.

of the Seventh Ring Road, regarding the lack of a mosque
near them, despite their intense and urgent need for its
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Participants in Kuwaiti-Korean Diwaniyas

Ambassador Chung leaves a legacy of strong ties

Kuwait will remain engraved in my
heart, says outgoing Korean envoy

By Paul Francis X. Fernandes
Arab Times/Al-Seyassah Staff

KUWAIT CITY, June 8: The South
Korean Ambassador to Kuwait, HE
Chung Byung Ha, has described the
Kuwaiti-Korean relations as close,
excellent, and advanced in all areas of
cooperation.

He said his three-year tenure in Ku-
wait will remain engraved in his heart,
carrying with him wonderful memories
and friendships that he will maintain.

He stated that Kuwait is the Jewel of
the Gulf for him, and despite concluding
his work in this country, he will contin-
ue to support Kuwait indefinitely.

Speaking at a farewell event held last
Thursday, attended by a large number
of Arab and foreign ambassadors ac-
credited to Kuwait, as well as many
participants in Kuwaiti-Korean Diwan-
iyas, the Korean envoy highlighted the
unique character of Kuwaiti society,
known for its warmth and hospitality
towards others.

He expressed that he never felt es-
tranged in Kuwait, surrounded always
by warm feelings and kind hearts from
his first day there. He intends to share
his wonderful experience in Kuwait,

HE Chung Byung Ha — South Ko-
rean Ambassador to Kuwait

highlighting the unique characteristics
and traditions of the Kuwaiti people,
especially the Diwaniya culture.
Chung revealed that he will leave
Kuwait at the end of June, while the
new ambassador, recently named, will
arrive in the first week of July. He em-
phasized that his successor is a distin-

guished diplomat who will contribute
to enhancing bilateral relations.

He expressed pride in the achieve-
ments made during his tenure, particular-
ly in political cooperation, highlighting
ongoing direct communication and con-
sultation between the two countries on
various regional and international issues.

“Economically,” he said, “the Ko-
rean companies have a significant pres-
ence in Kuwait and contribute directly
to its developmental projects.”

Regarding people-to-people rela-
tions, he went on to say, the Korean
culture, including food, music, arts,
and TV dramas, enjoy significant popu-
larity in Kuwait, with a growing inter-
est in learning the Korean language.

The Korean envoy noted that bilat-
eral trade volume fluctuates depending
on oil prices, with total trade reaching
$12 billion last year. Despite the impact
of the COVID-19 pandemic, there re-
mains significant potential to increase
trade between the two countries given
their capabilities.

Befitting the occasion, the Korean
envoy sang the Elvis Presley rendition
‘Can’t Help Falling In Love’ and was
joined in chorus singing by all those
present.

Zero tolerance

Continued from Page 1

The individuals who are deported
will face a lifetime ban from re-en-
tering Kuwait and prohibition from
entering Gulf Cooperation Council
countries as per security agreements.

According to Major General Ali
Al-Adwani, Assistant Undersecre-
tary for Residency and National-
ity Affairs, violators pose a threat to
homeland security and society, thus
stringent measures have been de-
vised in collaboration with Ministry
of Interior sectors to clamp down on
violatorst.

The era of leniency has ended, and
violators will face the full force of
the law. Cooperation with security
personnel is urged from both current
violators and those nearing residen-
cy expiration while at the same time
imploring citizens and residents not
to harbor or employ violators but to
report them promptly.

Kuwait humanitarian

Continued from Page 1

On his part, WCK president An-
dres condemned the Israeli occupa-
tion’s prevention of humanitarian
aid delivery in Gaza and the attacks
on field workers. He said that no less
than 200 humanitarian workers were
killed by Israeli occupation attacks
during the war on Gaza.

Humanitarian workers support all
war victims regardless of their reli-
gion or ethnicity, said Andres, add-
ing that the WCK provides 250,000
meals daily in Gaza Strip.

Speaking to KUNA at the event,
Kuwaiti Ambassador to Washing-
ton Sheikha Al-Zain Al-Sabah said
Kuwait’s public and private sectors
share strong relations with the UN-
HCR, as part of the country’s hu-
manitarian efforts.

Schengen visa

Continued from Page 1

that the main reason behind the in-
crease in these fees is the growing in-
flation rates in the member countries.
However, the fees for a Schengen
visa is less compared to the fees for
a UK visa, which starts at 134 Eu-
ros, the fees for a US visa, which is
about 185 Euros, and the fees for an
Australian visa, which is about 117
Euros.

A Schengen visa holder is allowed
to reside and travel across Europe

for a period of 90 days. The visa is
valid for 180 days, which is why it
is considered one of the best options
for short-term visa seekers.

Kuwait denounces

Continued from Page 1

Al-Hams called on international
health institutions to stand up to their
responsibilities and urgently stop the
shedding of Palestinian blood and
the ongoing Israeli war of genocide
against the Gaza Strip.

The Israeli occupation forces re-
peated attacks on the Kuwait Spe-
cialty Hospital in Rafah, one of a
few places offering medical care for
over 1.2 million people in the south-
ern Gaza Strip city, forced it to shut
down on May 27.

In defiance to all international
calls and the International Court of
Justice demand, the Israeli Occupa-
tion forces continue and expand-
ing their ground and air attack on
the densely-populated city of Rafah
since May 6th.

During their ongoing offensive,
the Israeli forces carried out dozens
of brutal massacres killing hundreds
and injuring thousands of civilians
and displaced people in city.

In Riyadh, GCC Secretary Gen-
eral Jassem Al-Budaiwi on Friday
condemned, in the strongest terms,
the Israeli occupation bombardment
of an UNRWA school harboring
thousands of displaced Palestinians
in al-Nusairat camp, central Gaza.

The Israeli shelling that targeted the
school hosting the relocated Palestin-
ians led to the fall of scores of martyrs
and the injury of many people.

This attack constitutes condemn-
ing evidence of the occupation forc-
es’ brutality and blatant disregard of
the international covenants and trea-
ties, he said.

He called upon the international
community to shoulder the respon-
sibility and coerce the Israeli oc-
cupation to halt the grave and dan-
gerous breaches, inflicted upon the
brotherly Palestinian people, while
also stressing the necessity that firm
measures must be taken against such
ugly crimes that contravene the sim-
plest principles of the international
and humanitarian laws.

In Gaza, the Israeli occupation
forces on Saturday subjected Al-
Nusairat camp in central Gaza with
a hail of gunfire employing various
types of deadly arms as up to 80 Pal-
estinians fell as martyrs.

The official Palestinian news
agency (Wafa) said the bulk of the
martyrs were children and women,

adding that the unprecedented fe-
rocious aggression spread to the
vicinity of Shuhadaa Al-Agsa
Hospital.

Medics whisked the casualties
to the hospital, resources, equip-
ment fuel of which have been de-
bilitated.

Nabil Abu Rudeina, spokesperson
of the Palestinian Presidency, con-
demned the latest brutal mass kill-
ing of Palestinians by the occupiers.
He also urged the United States to
coerce the occupation to “stop this
war that will annihilate everything
and push the situation to a dangerous
phase.”

S&P affirms

Continued from Page 1

be improved if the government suc-
ceeds in implementing a comprehen-
sive structural reform package, such
as diversifying the economy away
from the oil sector and increasing its
production capacity, which leads to
stronger prospects for growth.

Regarding the reasons for the
classification, the agency noted that
Kuwaiti economy is still largely de-
pendent on the oil sector, which rep-
resents approximately 90 percent of
exports and government revenues and
about 50 percent of the gross domes-
tic product, as this sector contributed
significantly to achieving surpluses.

The agency pointed out in its re-
port that high government spend-
ing, including the very large wage
and salary bill, ensures that large
surpluses in the financial accounts
will not be repeated, as Kuwait has
suffered from a deficit throughout
the past 10 years, with the exception
of two fiscal years (2013-2014) and
(2014-2015), expecting such defi-
cits will continue for the fiscal years
(2023/2024 - 2027/2028).

Regarding financial reforms, the
agency expected that authorities in
Kuwait would move to impose new
selective taxes on tobacco and sug-
ary drinks and increase fees on a
group of government services, not-
ing that it is unlikely to impose a
value-added tax (VAT) with the pos-
sibility of passing the public debt law
in the fiscal year (2025/2026).

Other financial reforms aimed at re-
ducing the wage bill remain important
but are under discussion, and the gov-
ernment seeks to increase the employ-
ment of citizens in the private sector.

As for developments in the gener-
al budget of the country, the agency
estimated the budget deficit in the
fiscal year (2023/2024) at about 4.7
percent of the GDP.

15,000 ‘job vacancies’ currently
available for Kuwaitis: minister

Travel policy amended for patient companions

KUWAIT CITY, June 8, (KUNA): Deputy
Prime Minister, Minister of State for Cabinet
Affairs Shereeda Abdullah Al-Moushejri de-
clared on Thursday that there are currently
up to 15,000 job vacancies for male and female
citizens, noting that they are allocated to those

Minister urges increased youth
engagement for empowerment

KUWAIT CITY, June 8: Dr. Amthal
Al-Huwailah, Minister of Social Af-
fairs, Family, and Childhood Affairs
and Minister of State for Youth Af-
fairs, directed officials of the Public
Authority for Youth to ramp up youth-
focused activi-
ties in the up-
coming period
to empower and
develop them
across  various
domains, re-
ports Al-Jarida
daily.
Following
several  meet-
ings with the
senior officials
in the author-
ity, Minister Al-Huwailah emphasized
the importance of selecting top-notch
activities and projects tailored to this
crucial demographic to groom them as
future leaders and catalysts for change.
Acknowledging the rapidly evolving
times, Minister Al-Huwailah under-
scored the need to organize activities
that align with this swift transforma-

Dr Amthal

tion, particularly in technical, techno-
logical, leadership, and entrepreneur-
ship realms.

She commended the authority’s ef-
forts in orchestrating numerous perti-
nent activities in previous periods and
emphasized the significance of bol-
stering partnerships with government
agencies, civil society organizations,
and private sector entities involved in
youth development initiatives in the
country.

Highlighting the recent launch of the
Kuwait Technical Complex for Entre-
preneurship in collaboration with Boe-
ing Airlines as a prime example, the
Minister hailed it as a model to emulate
in advancing youth-centric endeavors.

She lauded the unwavering atten-
tion given to youth by His Highness
the Amir Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, His Highness the
Crown Prince Sheikh Sabah Khaled
Al-Hamad Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah, and
His Highness Sheikh Ahmed Al-Ab-
dullah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, the Prime
Minister, while urging young people to
actively engage in all activities organ-
ized by the Authority.

registered in the Central Employment System.

Al-Mousherji, also the Chair of the Civil Service
Commission, said in a press release after a meeting of
the board today that the allocation of the jobs has been
made in line with directions of His Highness the Amir,
incorporated in the Resolution issued on 18/2/2024.
The decision’s second provision stipulates that all state

apparatuses must submit their em-
ployment needs to the Civil Service
Commission for approval accord-
ing to the regu-
lations.

The minister
has  revealed
that there is plan
linking job
descriptions  to
educational spe-
cialization, on
the basis of
objective crite-
ria, the principle
of equal oppor-
tunities among
the job seekers, in addition to the cer-
tificates, the degrees and age.

He has indicated that the scheme
will be executed every six months “to
absorb graduates willing to work in the
public sector.”

Minister Al-Mousherji also revealed
that some amendments to the rules and
terms governing the travel for accom-
panying patients were approved dur-
ing the meeting. He has indicated that
according to the modifications, the
patient’s companion can travel for a
year with a fully paid salary.

The board, he has disclosed further,
approved the establishment of “the
Kuwait National Center for Disease
Combat and Prevention.”

Al-Moushejri

Part of its participation in ‘Diraya’ campaign

KFH’s travel guidelines for cardholders safety

KUWAIT CITY, June 8: Kuwait
Finance House (KFH) has advised
cardholders to take into account
some recommendations and guide-
lines regarding the ownership and
usage of bank cards when traveling.

These guidelines are part of KFH’s
vital participation in the “Diraya”
banking awareness campaign, in col-
laboration with the Central Bank of
Kuwait and Kuwait Banking Asso-
ciation.

KFH’s guidelines entailed two
stages: prior to and during travel,
with a focus on ensuring the highest
levels of security and convenience
when using bank cards in different
locations and circumstances.

The pre-travel stage guidelines in-
clude verifying the validity and credit
limits of the cards, ensuring the cus-
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LET'S BE AWARE

Diraya logo

tomer’s signature on the cards, acti-
vating the SMS services, download-
ing the KFH Online application to
monitor card usage, refraining from
sharing private PINs or passcodes
and avoiding clicking on suspicious
links.

When traveling, KFH advises

cardholders to keep their cards in
a secure location, avoid exposing
them to direct sunlight to avoid
damage, refrain from sharing cards
or PIN information with anyone,
have them readily accessible when
making purchases, thoroughly in-
spect ATMs for any abnormal de-
vices, and hide your password from
view.

By following these tips, you can
ensure the security of your card of
all types. It is also important to fol-
low these instructions while in Ku-
wait, as there are increasing risks
of fraud groups targeting credit and
debit cardholders to steal balances,
track card movements, deceive users
through fake contacts or links, and
obtain card information using vari-
ous methods.

1st batch of N5
gov’t ‘plots’ to
he distributed

KUWAIT CITY, June 8:
The Public Authority for
Housing Welfare has an-
nounced the distribution of
the first batch of N5 gov-
ernment plots in the South
Saad Al Abdullah City pro-
ject. This batch consists of
297 plots, each with an area
of 400 square meters, al-
located to individuals who
were assigned these plots
until June 26, 2006, reports
Al-Jarida daily.

According to a statement
released by the PAHW, the
lottery distribution for these
plots will take place next
Wednesday, June 12.

The distribution of cards
for the lottery will com-
mence starting today, June
6, and continue until Sun-
day, June 9. Additionally,
reserve cards will be distrib-
uted on Monday, June 10.

The PAHW has outlined
that individuals wishing to
postpone to the next batch,
whose priority was men-
tioned in the lottery lists,
must submit their request
for postponement through
the Sahel Government ap-
plication or visit the PAHW
headquarters,  specifically
the allocation department
for atypical cases.

Requests for postpone-
ment must be submitted by
the 10th of this month at the
latest, by 12 noon. No post-
ponement requests will be
accepted after this deadline.
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Mercedes-Benz Cars

Model year: 2023-2024
Total vehicles: 102

Please Al Mulla A

RECALL INFORMATION
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MODEL: 206, 214, 223, 232, 236, 254, 294, 295, 296, 297

It has come to the attention of Mercedes-Benz AG that in certain vehicles of
the model series AMG GT (model series 192), C-Class (model series 206),
E-Class (model series 214}, 5-Class (model series 223), SL (model series 232),
CLE (model series 236), GLC (model series 254), EQE SUV (mode! series 294),
EQE (model series 295), EQS SUV (model series 296) and EQS (model series
297) certain 80 A fuses may not correspond to the requirements. As a result,
a contact interruption or an increase in the triggering resistance may occur.

In this case, systems connected to the fuse may fail.

As a precautionary measure, the corresponding prefuse boxes in the
affected vehicles will be replaced.
The required work certainly be fixed free.

dcliallg 8)laill )ljg

Co.

Phone 1-887-888

This Recall is run pursuant to articles (42, 43, 44, 45, 46, 47, 48) of no. 27/2015
issuing the executive by laws of law no. 39/2014 on Consumer Protection

Mercedes-Benz Service Centre - Al Shuwaikh Industrial Area - 9 Street
Mercedes-Benz Service Centre - Al Shuwaikh Industrial Area - 13 Street
Mercedes-Benz Service Centre for Passenger Cars - Al Ahmadi - 29 Street
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World News Roundup

Europe

Attacks in Ukrainian regions Kill 28: Russia-installed of-
ficials in the partially occupied Ukrainian regions of Kherson
and Luhansk say Ukrainian attacks left at least 28 people dead
as Russia and Ukraine continued to exchange drone attacks
overnight into Saturday.

A Ukrainian attack Friday on the small town of Sadove in
Ukraine’s partially occupied Kherson region killed 22 and
wounded 15 people, Moscow-backed governor Vladimir
Saldo said.

Russian state news agency Tass cited Saldo as saying that
Ukrainian forces first struck the town with a French-made
guided bomb, then attacked again with
a US-supplied HIMARS missile. He
said Ukrainian forces had “deliberately
made a repeat strike to create greater
numbers of casualties” when “residents
of nearby houses ran out to help the in-

\ jured”.
\ . Further east, Leonid Pasechnik, the
=# | Russia-installed governor in Ukraine’s
s partially occupied Luhansk region,

said Saturday that two more bodies had
been pulled from the rubble following
Friday’s Ukrainian missile attack on
the regional capital, also called Lu-
hansk, bringing the death toll to five. Pasechnik also said 60
people were wounded in the attack.

Ukraine did not comment on either assault. (AP)

g o Qa

Biden apologizes to Zelenskyy: US President Joe Biden on
Friday for the first time publicly apologized to Ukraine for a
monthslong congressional holdup in American military assis-
tance that let Russia make gains on the battlefield.

Biden met in Paris with Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy, who appealed for bipartisan US support going for-
ward “like it was during World War I1.”

A day earlier, the two had attended ceremonies marking the
80th anniversary of the D-Day landings in Normandy, where
Biden had drawn common cause between the allied forces that
helped free Europe from Nazi Germany and today’s effort to
support Ukraine against Russia’s invasion and Zelenskyy had
been greeted with a rapt ovation.

“I apologize for those weeks of not knowing what’s going
to happen in terms of funding,” Biden said, referring to the
six-month holdup by conservative Republicans in Congress to
a $61 billion military aid package for Ukraine. Still, the Demo-
cratic president insisted the American people were standing by
Ukraine for the long haul. “We’re still in. Completely. Thor-
oughly,” he said. (AP)

Saldo

US President Joe Biden delivers a speech on the legacy of Pointe du Hoc, and democracy around the world, on June 7 as he stands next to the Pointe du Hoc
monument in Normandy, France. (AP)

Biden looks to Pointe du Hoc to inspire the push for democracy abroad & at home

mon cause between their almost unthinkable feat in
the face of Nazi Germany’s tyranny and the Rea-
gan-era Cold War struggle against the Soviet Union.

Now, Biden sought to channel both historic mo-
ments to advance his own vision for the country’s
global role in the face of two grueling wars and in
an election year when former President Trump has
continued to lie about his 2020 election loss and has
threatened to dismantle US commitments overseas

US President Joe Biden on Friday summoned
Americans to defend democracy from threats at
home and abroad - and cast an implicit contrast with
Donald Trump - as he drew on the heroism of Army
Rangers who scaled the seaside cliffs of Pointe du
Hoc in the D-Day invasion 80 years ago.

The same spot was etched in the nation’s political
memory in 1984, when President Ronald Reagan

if he regains the White House.

“As we gather here today, it's not just to honor
those who showed such remarkable bravery that
day June 6, 1944,” Biden said. “It’s to listen to the
echo of their voices. To hear them. Because they
are summoning us. They’re asking us what will
we do. They’re not asking us to scale these cliffs.
They’re asking us to stay true to what America

a Qo Q

‘No threat warranting use of N-arms’: Russian President
Vladimir Putin said Friday that he sees no current threat to
Russia’s sovereignty that would warrant the use of nuclear

weapons but again warned that Moscow could send arms to
countries or groups to strike Western targets.

Speaking at the St Petersburg International Economic Fo-
rum, Putin said use of nuclear weapons is only possible in “ex-
ceptional cases” and that he does not believe “such a case has
arisen.” The Russian leader has repeatedly raised the specter
of a nuclear attack since he sent troops into Ukraine in 2022.

On Friday, he repeated a warning made days earlier that
Moscow “reserves the right” to arm Western adversaries as a
response to some NATO allies allowing Ukraine to use their
weapons to strike targets inside Russia.

“If they supply (weapons) to the combat zone and call for
using these weapons against our territory, why don’t we have
the right to do the same?” Putin asked. (AP)

g Qo Q

Slovaks, others go to polls in EU elections: Voters in
Slovakia, Italy and other European Union nations are casting
their ballots Saturday on the third day of elections for the Eu-
ropean Parliament, with populist and far-right parties looking
to make gains across the 27-member bloc.

In Slovakia, the election was overshadowed by an attempt
to assassinate populist Prime Minister Robert Fico on May 15,
sending shockwaves through the nation of 5.4 million and rever-
berating throughout Europe. Analysts say the attack could boost
the chances of the premier’s leftist Smer (Direction) party, the
senior partner in the governing coalition, to win the vote.

Fico, who took office last fall after campaigning on a pro-
Russian and anti-American platform, has been recovering
from multiple wounds after being shot in the abdomen as he
greeted supporters in the town of Handlova. (AP)

g o Qa

Sunak apologizes for skipping ceremony: British Prime
Minister Rishi Sunak apologized Friday for leaving D-Day
commemorations in France early to return to the election cam-
paign trail - a decision slammed as disgraceful by his political
rivals.

Sunak, who is fighting to keep his job in Britain’s July 4
election, said that, “on reflection” the decision was a mistake.

Sunak was not alongside leaders including President Joe
Biden, French President Emmanuel Macron, German Chan-
cellor Olaf Scholz and Ukrainian leader Volodymyr Zelenskyy
for the major memorial event at Omaha Beach in Normandy
on Thursday. Former Prime Minister David Cameron, who is
now foreign minister, represented the United Kingdom.

Labour Party leader Keir Starmer, the current favorite to
win the election, attended and was pictured meeting Zelenskyy
and other leaders. (AP)

g Qa Q

Danish PM suffers minor whiplash: The Danish prime
minister is suffering a minor whiplash but is otherwise fine af-
ter a man assaulted her in central Copenhagen, her office said.

Police confirmed on social media Platform X on Friday that
“there has been an incident” with Prime Minister Mette Fred-
eriksen and that a 39-year-old man was arrested.

Frederiksen was rushed to a hospital for a check-up soon
after, and though unharmed, she was “shaken by the incident,”
according to her office, adding that she has canceled her pro-
gram for the day to rest.

Jens Stoltenberg, NATO Secretary-General, said he was
shocked to hear what happened to Frederiksen. (AP)

honored the “boys of Pointe du Hoc” and drew com-

stands for.” (AP)

Law enforcement officers maintain their
presence at Schemengees Bar and
Grille in the aftermath of a mass shoot-
ing in Lewiston, Maine on Oct 28, 2023.
Thousands of pages Maine State Police
documents released on June 7 include
detailed descriptions of the chaos and
carnage surrounding the state’s deadli-
est mass shooting. (AP)

Biden

Lowell

America

LA shooting kills 1: A shooting near a col-
lege in Los Angeles killed a man and wound-
ed four other people Friday night, police said.

Homicide detectives were involved in
a shooting death investigation on the 800
block of Greenleaf Boulevard in Compton,
the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment said in a statement.

The shooting was reported around 8

Politics

Secured ballot access in enough states to win: RFK

Reverse felony conviction, says Trump

PHOENIX, June 8, (AP): Donald
Trump returned to the campaign trail
Thursday with a trip to Arizona, his
first appearance in a battleground state
since he was convicted in a hush mon-
ey scandal, repeating his critiques of
the case against him as politically mo-
tivated and calling for his conviction to
be overturned on appeal.

“Those appellate courts have to step
up and straighten things out or we’re
not going to have a country anymore,”
Trump said at a Phoenix town hall or-
ganized by Turning Point, a conserva-
tive youth organization that has seen
its influence rise alongside Trump’s
takeover of the GOP.

Verdict

Trump is expected to appeal last
month’s conviction on all 34 charges
in his New York hush money trial,
in which he became the first former
American president to be convicted of
felony crimes. He responded defiantly
to the verdict against him a day after
a New York jury found him guilty
last week of a scheme to illegally
influence the 2016 election through
a hush money payment to a porn ac-
tor but had not spoken directly to the
swing-state voters who will decide the
November election until Thursday,
when he used a profanity to decry the
“fake” and politically motivated case
against him.

The crowd of thousands inside the
mega church, where bass for the pre-
show and introductory music was
turned up so high that it shook seats
and media camera shots, chanted the
same profanity in response.

The Phoenix Police Department said
11 people at the event were transport-

ed to hospitals, treated and released
for heat exhaustion. Officials said
an excessive heat warning was in ef-
fect for the area during Trump’s town
hall, where many of Trump’s support-
ers were unable to get inside before it
reached capacity, and Phoenix set a
new record high of 112 degrees Fahr-
enheit by mid-afternoon.

Trump’s conviction infuriated his
supporters, who pumped tens of mil-
lions of dollars into his campaign
in the immediate aftermath. Trump
blames his conviction on President Joe
Biden, though the case was brought by
the locally elected district attorney in
New York, and many of his allies are
calling for revenge.

“What are they going to campaign
on?” Juan Arredondo of Peoria, Ari-
zona said of the Democrats as he wait-
ed to get inside Trump’s rally. “They
can’t campaign on the border. They
can’t campaign on the economy.”

Trump focused much of his hour-
long speech and subsequent Q&A
on the US-Mexico border, blaming a
litany of problems - from inflation to
the long-term health of Social Secu-
rity - on illegal immigration, charac-
terizing Biden’s policies “a deliberate
demolition of our sovereignty and our
borders.”

The influx of foreign-born adults
vastly has raised the supply of avail-
able workers after a US labor shortage
had left many companies unable to fill
jobs.

Also:

PHOENIX: Former Donald Trump
presidential chief of staff Mark Mead-
ows and Trump 2020 Election Day
operations director Michael Roman

lowing a hearing on Friday.

pleaded not guilty Friday in Phoenix
to nine felony charges for their roles in
an effort to overturn Trump’s Arizona
election loss to Joe Biden.

Meadows and Roman appeared by
videoconference for separate brief
hearings before Maricopa County
Superior Court Commissioner Shellie
Smith, who set an Oct 31 trial date.

Meadows and Roman spoke during
the hearings only to respond to Smith’s
questions with their names and birth-
dates. Their attorneys spoke for them
to enter their pleas of not guilty.

The indictment alleges Meadows
worked with other Trump campaign
members to submit names of fake elec-
tors from Arizona and other states to
Congress in a bid to keep Trump in of-
fice despite his November 2020 defeat
at the ballot box.

a a a

PHOENIX: Robert F. Kennedy Jr,
claimed Friday that he’s qualified for
the ballot in enough states to win the
presidency as an independent candi-
date, but there’s a major caveat: at
least 10 of the states have not certified
his candidacy.

Kennedy is racing to secure a place
on the ballot in states with at least 270
electoral votes, the minimum needed
to become president, before a June 20
deadline to qualify for a CNN debate
later this month.

Kennedy’s campaign said he sub-
mitted 3,300 signatures in Minnesota
on Friday and listed the state among 19
states with 278 electoral votes where
he claims ballot access. But by the
campaign’s own admission, at least
half of those states have not verified
that his submission is valid.

Florida woman charged: A Florida
woman charged with leaving her boyfriend
to die after he was zipped into a suitcase in
their home will go on trial in October fol-

Boone, 46, has pleaded not guilty to the
second-degree murder charge.

Boone initially told detectives with the
Orange County Sheriff’s Office that she
and her boyfriend, Jorge Torres, had been
playing hide and seek in the residence they
shared in Winter Park, Florida, when they
thought it would be funny for Torres to get
into the suitcase.

They had been drinking, and she decided
to go to sleep, thinking that Torres could get
out of the suitcase on his own, she told de-
tectives, according to an arrest report.

When she woke up the next morning, she
didn’t find Torres but then remembered he
was in the suitcase. She unzipped the suit-
case, and found him unresponsive, the arrest
report said. (AP)

g Q Q

Teen appeals life sentence: A teen-
ager who was convicted of fatally shooting
four students at his high school in Michigan
is appealing his life sentence, his attorneys
announced Friday.

Officials with the state Appellate De-
fender Office said in a statement that they
have filed a request for Ethan Crumbley to
be resentenced.

Crumbley, now 18, pleaded guilty to 24
charges, including one count of terrorism
and four counts of first-degree murder, and
was sentenced in December to life without
parole. He was 15 at the time of the shoot-
ing. (AP)

g Qo Q

‘Probe deaths of political prisoners’: United Nations spe-
cial representatives on human rights have called on Belarusian
authorities to investigate the torture and deaths of political
prisoners.

A report produced by the UN special rapporteur for Belarus
says five people who have died in custody in Belarus were
convicted on politically motivated charges.

The report noted that none of the deceased underwent an
autopsy and said that the fact the prisoners died while in jail
“creates a presumption of arbitrary deprivation of life by State
authorities.” It called on Belarusian authorities to launch
“prompt, effective, impartial and transparent investigations
into all deaths in custody.”

The UN human rights advocates said they were particularly
concerned about several Belarusian opposition politicians,
lawyers and activists who are currently in prison and whose
whereabouts have not been known for more than a year. (AP)

g o Qa

Knox vows to “fight for truth’: Amanda Knox told Italian
TV that she was surprised by a Florence appeals court’s deci-
sion to find her guilty of slander in light of a European court
ruling that police who took her confession had violated her
human rights.

“I will fight for the truth,”” Knox told Sky TG24 in her first
public comments since the guilty verdict on Wednesday. “It’s
been 17 years that I have been unjustly accused.”

Knox was a 20-year-old exchange student in the university
town of Perugia when she and her then-Italian boyfriend were
accused of murdering her housemate, 21-year-old Meredith
Kercher, who was found dead in the apartment they shared on
Nov. 2,2007. (AP)

pmand a man was pronounced dead at the
scene, the statement said.

The other four victims were transported
to a local hospital and their conditions were
not immediately known, the statement said.

Deputies said the shooting happened near
Compton College but was not connected to
the school, KCAL-TV reported.

There was no information available about
a suspect. (AP)

a o Q

Biden’s daughter testifies: Hunter
Biden’s daughter Naomi testified Friday in
his federal gun trial about visiting her father
while he was at a California rehab center,
telling jurors that he seemed to be improv-
ing in the weeks before he bought the re-
volver in 2018.

“I hadn’t seen my dad in a long time,
and I knew he was in a rehab facility there.
He reached out,” she told jurors softly,
explaining that they met at a coffee shop,
along with his “sober coach.” As she was
dismissed from the stand, she paused to hug
her dad before leaving the courtroom.

The defense began calling witnesses
shortly after federal prosecutors wrapped
up their case. Hunter Biden’s attorney Abbe
Lowell started by calling another gun store
clerk who was there when the gun was pur-
chased, raising questions about what he saw
as inconsistencies on the form. (AP)

a o Q

An Oct 7 trial date was set during a court
hearing for Sarah Boone in state court in
Orlando, almost four years after her arrest.

Britain’s Prince William leaves Chester Cathedral after the wedding of Olivia
Henson and Hugh Grosvenor, the Duke of Westminster. William took a day out
from royal duties on Friday to serve as an usher at the wedding of his friend
Grosvenor, an event briefly disrupted by environmental protesters. The wedding
of 33-year-old Grosvenor, one of Britain’s wealthiest landowners, to his partner
Henson, 31, is one of the high-society events of the year in Britain. (AP)
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Africa

3 Americans go on trial

33m in Sahel need
lifesaving aid — UN

UNITED NATIONS, June 8, (Agencies): Facing a
web of complex crises, 32.8 million people in Africa’s
Sahel region, stretching from Senegal to Eritrea, need
lifesaving assistance and protection, UN humanitar-
ians said on Friday.

The UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian
Affairs (OCHA) put the warning in its 2024 Humanitar-
ian Needs and Requirements Overview for the Sahel,
highlighting the nature of the humanitarian crises faced,
what this means for those living in the region, and how
humanitarians are responding to these crises. United Na-
tions secretary general is Anténio Guterres.

The report said some critical areas of concern are
the Liptako Gourma region (covering Burkina Faso,
Mali and Niger), and the Lake
Chad basin (including Cam-
eroon, Chad, Niger and Ni-
geria), with spillover effects
increasingly felt in the Gulf of
Guinea’s coastal countries and
Mauritania.

“Across the Sahel, growing
violence and conflict threaten
lives and livelihoods, forcing
families to flee their homes
and preventing access to basic
social services — 2.2 million
children are deprived of their
right to education due to school closures, and close to
1,300 health centers are closed,” OCHA said.

The report pointed out that the region hosts 2 mil-
lion refugees and asylum seekers and 5.6 million in-
ternally displaced persons, many of whom have faced
multiple displacements.

“In the June to August lean season, 16.7 million
people will struggle to feed themselves,” OCHA said.

The United Nations and partners need 4.7 billion
US dollars this year to support 21 million people in
Burkina Faso, Cameroon’s Far North Region, Chad,
Mali, Niger, and Nigeria’s Adamawa, Borno and
Yobe states. So far, only 16 percent of the funding, or
761 million dollars, has been received.

Q Q Q

Fire leaves dozens without shelter: A fire at a dis-
placement camp in eastern Congo destroyed around
50 makeshift tents, leaving dozens of families without
shelter, according to the United Nations, which said
the fire is believed to have started during cooking at
a camp.

The Muganga displaced people camp near the pro-
vincial capital Goma was hit by fire Wednesday. It had
already endured bomb attacks in early May, which
killed at least 18 people and injured 32 others, a UN
spokesman said. It wasn’t clear what type of explo-
sives were used in those attacks. Most of the victims
were women and children.

“While I was trying to empty the house of my valu-
ables, I couldn’t save my most precious items: my
tokens to receive various humanitarian assistance,”
Anne Marie Nikuze, 60, a displaced person living in
the camp with her children and grandchildren told The
Associated Press. “The little we had has also gone up
in flames,” she said.

“We escaped the recent bomb attacks and now, it’s
the fire that has struck us,” Furaha Mulema Mariam,
42, a mother of four, said. “The only luck is that it
happened during the day, if it had been at night we
would all be dead.”

The decades-long conflict in eastern Congo has pro-
duced one of the world’s worst humanitarian crises,
with over 100 armed groups fighting in the region, most
for land and control of mines with valuable minerals.

The violence has displaced about 7 million people,
including thousands living in temporary camps like
the one that was attacked last month. Many others are
beyond the reach of aid.

Q Q Q

22 Chinese nationals sentenced: A Zambian
court on Friday sentenced 22 Chinese nationals to
long prison terms for cybercrimes that included in-
ternet fraud and online scams targeting Zambians and
other people from Singapore, Peru and the United
Arab Emirates.

The Magistrates Court in the capital, Lusaka, sen-
tenced them for terms ranging from seven to 11 years.
The court also fined them between $1,500 and $3,000
after they pleaded guilty to charges of computer-re-
lated misrepresentation, identity fraud and illegally
operating a network or service on Wednesday. A man
from Cameroon also was sentenced and fined on the
same changes.

They were part of a group of 77 people, the majority
of them Zambians, arrested in April over what police
described as a “sophisticated internet fraud syndicate.”

Director-general of the drug enforcement commis-
sion, Nason Banda, said investigations began after
authorities noticed a spike in the number of cyber-re-
lated fraud cases and many people complained about
inexplicably losing money from their mobile phones
or bank accounts.

Officers from the commission, police, the immigra-
tion department and the anti-terrorism unit in April
swooped on a Chinese-run business in an upmarket
suburb of Lusaka, arresting the 77, including those
sentenced Friday. Authorities recovered over 13,000
local and foreign mobile phone SIM cards, two fire-
arms and 78 rounds of ammunition during the raid.

The business, named Golden Top Support Ser-
vices, had employed “unsuspecting” Zambians aged
between 20 and 25 to use the SIM cards to engage
“in deceptive conversations with unsuspecting mobile
users across various platforms such as WhatsApp,
Telegram, chat rooms and others, using scripted dia-
logues,” Banda said in April after the raid.

Q Q Q

3 Americans go on trial: Three Americans accused
of being involved in last month’s coup attempt in Con-
go appeared in a military court in the country’s capi-
tal, Kinshasa, on Friday, along with dozens of other
defendants who were lined up on plastic chairs before
the judge on the first day of the hearing.

The proceedings before the open-air military court
were broadcast live on the local television channel.

Six people were killed during the botched coup at-
tempt led by the little-known opposition figure Chris-
tian Malanga last month that targeted the presidential
palace and a close ally of President Felix Tshisekedi.
Malanga was fatally shot for resisting arrest soon after
live-streaming the attack on his social media, the Con-
golese army said.

The defendants face a number of charges, many
punishable by death, including terrorism, murder
and criminal association. The court said there were
53 names on the list, but the names of Malanga and
one other person were removed after death certificates
were produced.

Guterres

An aerial drone photo taken on May 21, 2024 shows China Coast Guard (CCG) vessel Huayang (R) conducting a drill with another CCG vessel in the South China

o

Sea. Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim has called for diplomatic engagement to resolve the South China Sea disputes, stressing that interference from ex-
ternal parties will only make things worse. (Xinhua)

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi
speaks to the media at the forecourt
of the Indian presidential palace after
receiving a letter from the President of
India, Droupadi Murmu, inviting him
to form the next central government,
in New Delhi, India on June 7. Modi
on Friday was formally elected leader
of the National Democratic Alliance
coalition, which won the most seats
in the national election after his politi-
cal party failed to win a majority on its
own. (AP)

Lat/Am

Panama shooting Kills 1: Two uniden-
tified gunmen opened fire on a group of stu-
dents on a rural campus of the University of
Panama Friday, killing one and wounding
another before escaping, according to police
and school officials.

University Rector Eduardo Flores Castro
said via the social platform X that agricultural
sciences students were doing field work at the
university’s regional center in Veraguas about
155 miles (250 kilometers) southwest of the
capital when the shooting took place.

Later in a statement, he identified the stu-
dent who was killed as 27-year-old Alvaro
Leones.

“Leones was an outstanding member of
our university community, whose academic
commitment and spirit of solidarity leave
an indelible imprint on the entire university
community,” Flores said. He offered condo-
lences to his family and friends.

The director of the regional campus
where the shooting occurred, Pedro Sam-
aniego, did not witness the shooting, but
was on campus. (AP)

a a a

Guatemala lawyer killed: A Guatemalan
lawyer who worked closely with organiza-
tions representing farmworkers and Indige-
nous groups was killed in an apparent ambush,
human rights organizations said Thursday.

José Domingo was with two members of
the United Farmworkers Committee when
they were shot by a group of men south of
the capital, said Daniel Pascual, a leader of
that organization.

Guatemalan authorities had not com-
mented on the attack. The other two men
were wounded, one seriously, Pascual said.

Domingo was helping to legalize a land ti-
tle in the area, Pascual said. Land ownership
issues are often contentious in rural Guatema-
la where Indigenous peoples and farmworkers
struggle to obtain title to the land they live on
and frequently face illegal evictions.

“It was an ambush, the crime was planned
and premeditated,” Pascual said. “Common
criminals don’t act that way.”

Domingo had defended the farmworker
organization in a number of cases, as well
as other Indigenous groups. (AP)

d a d

Russia ships to arrive in Havana: Four
Russian ships, including a nuclear-powered
submarine, will arrive in Havana next week,
Cuban officials said, citing “historically
friendly relations” between both nations and
as tensions escalate over Western military
support for Ukraine in its war with Russia.
Cuba’s foreign ministry said in a news

Asia

‘Actions against Manila in sea threaten security’

Japan, US and SKorea hold 1st joint drill

TOKYO, June 8, (AP): Japanese, US
and South Korean coast guard vessels
conducted their first three-way drill
on Thursday off Japan’s coast as the
countries strengthen their maritime
ties in response to increased assertive-
ness by China in pressing its territorial
claims.

Skirmishes between Chinese and
Philippine coast guard vessels have
escalated in the South China Sea, trig-
gering fears that the disputes could
escalate to an armed conflict between
China and the United States, a long-
time ally of the Philippines.

Thursday’s joint drill followed an
agreement by the leaders of the three
countries last August to enhance se-
curity cooperation to safeguard peace
and stability in the Indo-Pacific.

Patrol vessels from each country
and two helicopters joined search and
rescue operations in waters off the
northern coast of Maizuru in Kyoto
prefecture, based on a scenario of
rescuing crew members from a South
Korean ship that caught fire after col-
liding with another boat, the Japanese
coast guard said.

Japan in recent years has signifi-
cantly reinforced its defenses in south-
western Japan, including Okinawa and
its outer islands that are considered
strategically key in response to grow-
ing Chinese assertiveness and tensions
around Taiwan, a self-governed island
claimed by Beijing.

Coast guards from Japan, the Unit-
ed States and South Korea signed an
agreement last month to work together
to preserve maritime resources, coun-
ter illegal fishing, conduct search and
rescue operations and improve mari-
time law enforcement capabilities in
the region.

China routinely sends coast guard
vessels into waters surrounding dis-
puted islands controlled by Japan.

Also:
MANILA, Philippines: Sweden’s de-

fense chief has expressed alarm over
Beijing’s repeated dangerous maneu-
vers against Philippine vessels in the
South China Sea, saying such actions
threaten global security, undermine
stability and underscore the need to
invest “for our security and freedom.”

Defense Minister Pal Jonson spoke
Thursday night in a diplomatic recep-
tion in Manila for Sweden’s national
day after meeting his Philippine coun-
terpart, Gilberto Teodoro Jr., on ex-
panding defense relations. Sweden is
one of the possible sources of super-

release that the ships will be in Havana be-
tween June 12 and June 17, noting that none
of them will carry any nuclear weapons and
assuring their presence “does not represent a
threat to the region.”

Vietnam confirms arrest of writer,
historian San for ‘Facebook post’

BANGKOK, June 8, (AP): Authori-
ties in Vietnam announced Friday
that they have charged prominent
journalist and historian Truong Huy
San with violating a national secu-
rity law because of writing he had
posted on Facebook, the website of
the newspaper Tuoi Tre and other
state media reported.

The reports citing the Security In-
vestigation Agency of the Ministry
of Public Security said San, better
known by his pen name Huy Duc,
was charged with “abusing the rights
of freedom and democracy to in-
fringe upon the interests of the State,
the rights and legitimate interests of
organizations and individuals.”

A lawyer, Tran Dinh Trien, was
also charged under the same Ar-
ticle 331 of the Penal Code, ac-
cording to the reports, which said
both men were ordered detained
for prosecution and that security
officials were to carry out searches
of their workplaces and homes.
The offense is punishable by two to
seven years in prison.

Trien is a former deputy director of
the Hanoi Bar Association who has
been involved in many high=profile

legal cases. His arrest was also re-
lated to commentary about the gov-
ernment that he had posted on Face-
book, said the report.

The announcement was the first
official confirmation of the men’s
detention. It was not clear if or how
their cases were connected.

Also:

HONG KONG: Two British judges
have resigned from Hong Kong’s
top court, the city’s judiciary said,
deepening worries over the city’s
rule of law under a Beijing-im-
posed national security law.

The judiciary said in a statement
that Jonathan Sumption and Law-
rence Collins, who both serve as
non-permanent overseas judges of
Hong Kong'’s Court of Final Appeal,
have tendered their resignations to
the city leader. But it did not give
further details about their decisions.

Collins told The Associated
Press that his resignation was “be-
cause of the political situation in
Hong Kong.” But he said he contin-
ues “to have the fullest confidence
in the court and the total independ-
ence of its members.”

sonic fighter jets that the Philippines
plans to acquire as its military shifts
focus from decades of fighting com-
munist and Muslim insurgencies to
territorial defense.

“Let me express my deep concern
on the repeated dangerous maneuvers
against Philippines vessels that have
been taking place in the West Philip-
pine Sea and the South China Sea,”
Jonson said. He did not mention China
in his speech but drew applause from
an audience that included top Philip-
pine military and security officials and
Western and Asian diplomats.

Jonson used the name the Philip-
pines has adopted for the stretch of
waters called the exclusive economic
zone extending from its western coast
to the South China Sea, which Bei-
jing claims virtually in its entirety and
guards closely with its coast guard,
navy and other ships.

Confrontations between Chinese and
Philippine government ships over two
disputed shoals have flared alarmingly

The announcement came a day after US
officials said that Washington had been
tracking Russian warships and aircraft that
were expected to arrive in the Caribbean for
a military exercise. They said the exercise

Economic Freedom Fighters (EFF) leader, Julius Malema, front center, arrives

at the Results Operation Centre (ROC) in Midrand, Johannesburg, South Africa

on June 1. South African opposition parties were meeting Friday and will contin-

ue crunch talks into next week to consider the ruling African National Congress’
offer to become part of a government of national unity. (AP)

since last year, causing collisions.

China’s use of powerful water can-
nons had damaged Philippine vessels,
injured several Filipino navy person-
nel, and strained diplomatic relations.
Manila has filed diplomatic protests
and publicized Chinese actions against
the Philippine coast guard and navy
vessels in an effort to gain internation-
al support.

“These acts put human lives at risk,
they undermine regional stability and
international law and they threaten the
security in the region and beyond,”
Jonson said. “These are not only threats
to your national security but threats to
our common global security.”

The Philippines coast guard belated-
ly reported Friday that one of its high-
speed boats was blocked and surround-
ed by Chinese coast guard vessels as it
approached a Philippine territorial out-
post in the Second Thomas Shoal on
May 19 to get a sick Filipino military
sailor from a navy boat deployed near
the shoal outpost.

would be part of a broader Russian response
to the US support for Ukraine.

The officials said that the Russian mili-
tary presence was notable but not concern-
ing. However, it’s taking place as Russian
President Vladimir Putin has suggested that
Moscow could take “asymmetrical steps”
elsewhere in the world in response to Presi-
dent Joe Biden’s decision to allow Ukraine
to use US-provided weapons to strike in-
side Russia to protect Kharkiv, Ukraine’s
second-largest city. (AP)

Q a Q

Tent encampments cleared: Mexican
federal immigration authorities said they
have cleared one of Mexico City’s largest
downtown tent encampments of migrants.

The National Immigration Institute says
the migrants had been forced to pay bribes
of between $12 and $35 to an official, who
they didn’t identify, for the right to pitch a
tent in the tightly-packed space.

Most of the 432 migrants at the camp
had some sort of visa allowing them to re-
main in Mexico, and simply agreed to leave.
There were also some Mexican people at the
camp, presumably homeless persons.

About 99 migrants were taken either to
immigration offices or shelters. More than
half of them were from Haiti, with most
of the remainder either from Venezuela or
Central America.

There used to be an office of the Mexican
Commission on Refugee Aid, COMAR, near-
by, but that office was closed on May 29. (AP)

7




Market Movements 07-06-2024
Change Closing pts Change Closing pts
PHILIPPINES - PSEi +8.90 6,518.76 JAPAN Nikkei 225 -19.58  38,683.93
DUBAI DFMGI +3.50 3,982.25 BRITAIN FTSE 100 -39.97 8,245.37
PAKISTAN KSE 100 +14.33  73,816.31 EUROPE EURO Stoxx 50 -17.78 5,051.31

Gulf Bank receives affirmation of strong
credit ratings from ‘Capital Intelligence’

General index declines by 6 points

Long-term foreign currency rating affirmed at ‘A+’

KUWAIT CITY, June 8: Capital
Intelligence Ratings (“CI Ratings”)
has affirmed the Long-term Foreign
Currency and the Short-term For-
eign Currency of Gulf Bank ratings
at “A+” and “A1”, respectively. At
the same time, CI Ratings has also af-
firmed the Bank’s Stand alone Rating

of ““a-, with a ‘“‘Stable” Outlook.

On the other hand, CI Ratings has also af-
firmed the rating of Gulf Bank’s KWD 50 mil-
lion Basel IlI-compliant Tier 2 Subordinated
Bonds at “BBB+". The Outlook for the Bond is
“Stable”.

According the the recently publish CI Ratings
report, Gulf Bank’s Stand Alone and Core Finan-
cial Strength are both supported by the Bank’s well
established business franchise, especially in retail
banking, good and resilient loan asset quality met-
rics, solid and improved capital position and good
liquidity metrics.The Core Financial Strength also
reflects the Bank’s size as the fifth largest bank
in Kuwait in terms of total assets, with one of the
largest distribution networks in the country and a
sound market share of both loans and deposits, as
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Dalal Al-Dousari

mentioned by CI Rating announcement.

On Gulf Bank’s asset quality, CI Ratings stated
in their report that :“We consider Gulf Bank to be a
well-managed institution and conservative lender.
Loan asset quality metrics have remained good and

resilient, underpinned by a fairly well diversified
loan book by customer segment and economic sec-
tor”

Commenting on Capital Intelligence Ratings
Bank and Bond credit rating announcement, Ms.
Dalal Al-Dousari, Gulf Bank’s Deputy General
Manager of Investor Relations said: “We are very
pleased to receive the affirmation of our Bank’s
Long-term Foreign Currency rating at “A+” and
our KDW 50 million Tier II Subordinated Bond
rating at “BBB+” by Capital Intelligence Rat-
ings.This is an international acknowledgement of
Gulf Bank’s positive market position and highly
experienced management team that contibuted to
its well- established business franchise and sound
market share, solid and improved capital position
and good liquidity metrics.”

Gulf Bank continues to be well recognized in
terms of its credit worthiness and financial strength
internationally as it is rated ‘A’ by three major
credit rating agencies.

In addition to Capital Intelligence recent affir-
mation of its Long-Term Foreign Currency Rat-
ing at ‘A+’ with a Stable Outlook, Gulf Bank has

general index.

0f 0.26%.

The Premier Market Index closed
the week’s trading at 7,669.28
points, marking a decline of 0.17%
from the previous week. Mean-
while, the main market index saw a
slight increase of 0.28%, closing at
5,974.48 points. The main market
50 index ended the week in posi-
tive territory, registering a growth

Trading activity witnessed a de-
cline in 6 sectors, with healthcare
experiencing the most significant
decrease of 3.41%. Conversely,
industrial sectors led the gainers,

Boursa Kuwait ‘faces’ volatility

amid selective selling pressure

By Mahmoud Shendi
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, June 8: The Bour-
sa Kuwait experienced fluctuations
in key indicators during the week’s
trading sessions, characterized by a
decline in market value and trading
activity. Notably, selective selling
pressure on leading stocks contrib-
uted to a decrease of 6 points in the

rising by approximately 4.10%.
Notable performers included Ku-
waiti Al-Sakab stock, which ex-
perienced the largest decline at
19.64%, while “Arkan” emerged
as the top gainer with an 18.03%
increase.

KFH stock, despite a decline of
1.10%, remained active in trading,
recording a volume of 63.48 mil-
lion shares and liquidity of 46.04
million dinars.

Overall, trading activity saw
a collective decline, with liquid-
ity and quantities decreasing by
26.95% and 26.36% respectively.
The number of transactions execut-
ed during the week also decreased
by 14.98%.

Despite challenges, the Boursa
Kuwait continued to attract foreign
investments, with new investments
amounting to 93.3 million dinars
during the first 5 months of 2024.
This was supported by active pur-
chasing operations by institutions
and companies.

a Long-Term Issuer Default Rating of ‘A’ with

a ‘Stable’ Outlook by Fitch Ratings and a Long-
Term Deposits rating of ‘A3’ with a ‘Positive’
Outlook by Moody’s Investor Services.

Other Voices

Merger hetween KNPC and KIPIC promises positive outcomes

KIPIC announces significant organizational adjustments

By Najeh Bilal
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, June 8: The Board of Direc-
tors of Kuwait Integrated Petroleum Industries
Company (KIPIC) has made significant organi-
zational changes.

The ‘Area 5’ operations team is being trans-
ferred to the Gas Operations Group, with Adel
Al-Husseini continuing as its head, reporting to
the Director of the Gas Operations Group.

Furthermore, the “Liquefied Gas” mainte-
nance team will now be known as the “Area 7”
operations team, with the senior management
officials to be appointed at a later date.

Additionally, the technical support team for
operations is renamed the “Area 8” operations
team, with Ghanem Abdullah Al-Ghanim re-
maining as its head, reporting to the Director of
the Gas Operations Group.

The sources also revealed that further
changes are expected to occur this month and
July within the company, particularly in KI-
PIC.

The CEO Wadha Al-Khatib is currently re-
organizing senior positions in KIPIC since
assuming the role of CEO alongside her ex-
ecutive presidency of the National Petroleum

‘Catalyst for new city development’

Al-Zour refinery surpasses nominal capacity

KUWAIT CITY, June 8: The Al-Zour refinery
has been surpassing its nominal capacity of
615,000 barrels of oil per day, instilling confi-
dence in its ability to consistently meet the demand
for refined products, reports Al-Qabas daily.

According to sources speaking to Med maga-
zine, the facility has been operating above its
nominal capacity for some time without encoun-
tering any issues. Stakeholders are reportedly
pleased with its current performance.

While the refinery has demonstrated the capa-
bility to produce more than 615,000 barrels per
day, it is expected to typically operate below this
level.

Another source cited by MEED noted that while
the refinery can operate at higher levels, it is cur-
rently running below its nominal capacity.

This is attributed to various factors, with the
quality of the raw material being a key consider-
ation. Heavy crude presents challenges in trans-

Kuwait’s ambitious concept
for Mubarak Al-Kabeer port

porting large quantities.

The Al-Zour refinery faced delays in its opera-
tional phase in 2023, including technical problems
leading to the temporary closure of the second
CDU in April.

Despite these challenges, the Kuwaiti Al-Zour
refinery remains one of the largest in the Middle
East and North Africa region. It produces gaso-
line, diesel, and kerosene in compliance with Euro
5 emission standards.

The project, comprising five main engineering,
procurement, and construction packages, achieved
mechanical completion in 2021. However, factors
such as the COVID-19 pandemic have contributed
to delays in the operational phase.

In trading, the price of a barrel of Kuwaiti oil
rose to $80.57 per barrel, while Brent crude
futures reached $78.41 per barrel and US West
Texas Intermediate crude futures stood at $74.07
per barrel.

Company.
Al-Khatib has reassured the national work-
ers in KIPIC that the administrative merger be-

tween the KNPC and KIPIC will yield positive
outcomes for all employees in light of the new
era of merger.

Emerges as strongest brand among top 5 telco brands worldwide

stc maintains position as most valuable telecom brand in Middle East

KUWAIT CITY, June 8: Kuwait Telecommunications Company — stc, a
world-class digital leader providing innovative services and platforms to
customers, enabling the digital transformation in Kuwait, announced that
stc group maintained its position as the most valuable telecom brand in the
Middle East for the fourth consecutive year, confirming its leadership status
amongst the top 5 strongest telco brands in the world. According to the latest
report from “Brand Finance Global 500", the group emerged as the strongest
brand.

Brand Finance conducts an annual ranking of the top 5,000 brands world-
wide and publishes over 100 reports on brand valuations across sectors and
countries. The 2024 Brand Finance Global 500 report includes the 500 strong-
est and most valuable brands globally.

The report highlighted stc Group’s outstanding performance, which saw a
notable 12% growth in brand value in 2023, reaching USD13.9 billion. The
group placed 149th in the list of the top 500 most valuable brands worldwide,
a 10-spot rise from 2023. stc Group is the first consumer brand from the Mid-
dle East to enter the top 150 global brands list.

In 2023, stc Kuwait demonstrated its unwavering commitment to digital
transformation and operational excellence, achieving several key milestones,
mainly;

M stc Kuwait shares have been added in a number of the MSCI indexes

M stc Kuwait Inclusion in a number of FTSE Global Equity Index

M stc Kuwait the first operator in Kuwait succeeded on the PoC of passive
IOT RF ID on 900MHz band

B stc Kuwait is the first operator in Kuwait succeeded on the PoC of the
commercial 5.5G Redcap device that works on 20MHz BW (in N78 band) and
provided DL speed > 130Mbps.

B stc Kuwait launched “Your Smart Choice” campaign. The initiative en-
riches the lives of our customers with smart and easy solutions, including a
wide range of advanced services such as top-notch entertainment with Always
On plans, the fastest network with FULL 5G, the best home internet with ba-
ity fiber,extensive roaming with stc Roam, and complete protection with stc
Protect.

B stc Kuwait successfully completed a pilot test for the new Mobile VPN
technology, becoming the first telecom operator in Kuwait to achieve this
remarkable feat

M stc Kuwait completed its pilot test to launch a new technology called ‘5G
New Calling’, becoming the first telecom operator in Kuwait and the whole
region to achieve this remarkable milestone.

B stc Kuwait Successfully completed the pilot testing of 5G Redcap (Re-
duced Capability) technology in combination with already proven MEC Mo-
bile VPN service, stc became the first telecom operator in Middle East region
to achieve this remarkable milestone

B solutions by stc Kuwait launched My Business, our Digital Self-Care
Portal for B2B customers. The redefined portal falls in line with solutions by
stc’s application of modern technologies to enable digital transformation and
enrich the lifestyle of its customers.

B solutions by stc Kuwait unveiled Modar, a state-of-the-art Cloud Man-
aged Network solution, specifically crafted for the business sector and devel-
oped in partnership with CloudCampus technology.

B solutions by stc Kuwait introduced Virtual Private Servers (VPS), a
transformative solution tailored to meet the diverse needs of businesses rang-
ing from SMESs to large enterprises and government organizations.

On the corporate social responsibility and sustainability fronts, stc Ku-
wait was highly active throughout the year under the various launched
programs. In 2023, stc Kuwait continued to implement initiatives in key
areas such as education, environmental sustainability, sports, health,
youth empowerment, and entrepreneurship. Additionally, the Company
enhanced its existing campaigns, which included “weyak” — that aims at
supporting young entrepreneurs and startups, and the educational ‘up-
grade’ initiative — that aims at empowering youth and supporting the
education initiatives.

st<C

Brand Finance @

stcis

the most #H
valuable strongest
telecom brand in the telecom brand
Middle East globally

stc the most valuable telecom brand in the Middle East for the fourth con-
secutive year.

Due to these remarkable achievements, as well as other successful accom-
plishments witnessed throughout the year, stc Kuwait received numerous
reputable awards. These recognitions were awarded to stc Kuwait on both
regional and international platforms, recognizing the Company’s excellence
across all fronts.

By Kamel Al-Harami
Independent Oil Analyst

he Mubarak Al-Kabeer Port

is located on the eastern side
of Boubyan Island in North Ku-
wait. This island is the biggest
of the nine islands. This port has
the deep-
est depth
when com- #
pared to [/
our three || e: i N
ports -
Shuwaikh, | & W
Doha, and AU r
Shuiba.

The re- e
vival  of
progress
at our
Mubarak Al-Kabeer Port fol-
lows a visit to the construction
site by our Minister of Public
Works along with a Chinese
delegation overseeing the pro-
ject with specialized engineers.
This affirms our commitment to
completing this strategic pro-
ject on time, following a hiatus
of several years due to some in-
ternal disputes being resolved.

It appears that we are finally
set to conclude the project,
which was initiated in 2011
with an estimated cost of $1.1
billion, and originally slated for
completion by 2016. Now, we
are determined to press forward
and finish this mega strategic
initiative within the upcoming
years without any obstacles
stopping us.

This port is set to become the
biggest in the northern part of
the Arabian Gulf region, serv-
ing two major importing na-
tions - Iraq and Iran. It will also
serve other Gulf states. Its oper-
ation will significantly enhance
Kuwait’s economy through
trade and exchange of services.

The recent visit by the Chi-
nese delegation last month will
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be reciprocated by a Kuwaiti
delegation to China.

This project holds immense
significance, and is set to serve
as the cornerstone for future
projects and set examples for
further developments.

The port is intended to be-
come an industrial hub, situated
on an island, and will serve as
a model for the development of
our remaining eight islands.

It is important to move for-
ward and actively pursue indus-
trial projects, and eventually
establish ourselves as the owner
of the largest port in the region.

The government must take
decisive action and avoid any
further delays, even if it means
incurring additional costs in the
millions.

We are embarking on the
creation of a new city on the
island, setting a precedent for
others to follow. All its infra-
structure should be contained
within the island, distinct and
separate from the mainland.

This opportunity is too valu-
able for us to miss or prolong.
We must forge ahead without
looking back, and focus on cre-
ating jobs and future projects.
This is the first government
deal that presents an opportu-
nity for us to benefit from and
excel.

Mubarak Al-Kabeer Port is a
dream come true, one that can
unlock many opportunities,
including the potential reloca-
tion of population alongside
the development of housing,
industrial zones, shops, malls,
and more.

Kuwait is fortunate to have
China as a supportive partner
in this project, which stands to
symbolize the emergence of a
new Kuwait.

g Q Q

email: naftikuwaiti@yahoo.com

Rise of corporate ‘zombies’ threatens global economy

NEW YORK, June 8, (AP): They are called zombies,
companies so laden with debt that they are just stum-
bling by on the brink of survival, barely able to pay
even the interest on their loans and often just a bad
business hit away from dying off for good.

An Associated Press analysis found their numbers
have soared to nearly 7,000 publicly traded compa-
nies around the world - 2,000 in the United States
alone - whiplashed by years of piling up cheap debt
followed by stubborn inflation that has pushed bor-
rowing costs to decade highs.

And now many of these mostly small and mid-
sized walking wounded could soon be facing their
day of reckoning, with due dates looming on hun-
dreds of billions of dollars of loans they may not be
able to pay back.

“They’re going to get crushed,” Valens Securities
Managing Director Robert Spivey said of the weak-
est zombies. Added Miami investor Mark Spitznagel,
who famously bet against stocks before the last two
crashes: “The clock is ticking.”

Zombies are commonly defined as companies that
have failed to make enough money from operations
in the past three years to pay even the interest on
their loans. AP’s analysis found their ranks in raw
numbers have jumped over the past decade by a third
or more in Australia, Canada, Japan, South Korea,
the United Kingdom and the U.S., including compa-
nies that run Carnival Cruise Line, JetBlue Airways,
Wayfair, Peloton, Italy’s Telecom Italia and British
soccer giant Manchester United.

To be sure, the number of companies, in general,
has increased over the past decade, making com-
parisons difficult, but even limiting the analysis to

companies that existed a decade ago, zombies have
jumped nearly 30%.

They include utilities, food producers, tech com-
panies, owners of hospitals and nursing home chains
whose weak finances hobbled their responses in the
pandemic, and real estate firms struggling with half-
empty office buildings in the heart of major cities.

As the number of zombies has grown, so too has
the potential damage if they are forced to file for
bankruptcy or close their doors permanently. Compa-
nies in the AP’s analysis employ at least 130 million
people in a dozen countries.

Already, the number of U.S. companies going
bankrupt has hit a 14-year high, a surge expected in
a recession, not an expansion. Corporate bankrupt-
cies have also recently hit highs of nearly a decade or
more in Canada, the U.K., France and Spain.

Some experts say zombies may be able to avoid
layofts, selloffs of business units or collapse if central
banks cut interest rates, which the European Central
Bank began doing this week, though scattered de-
faults and bankruptcies could still drag on the econ-
omy. Others think the pandemic inflated the ranks of
zombies and the impact is temporary.

“Revenue went down, or didn’t grow as much as
projected, but that doesn’t mean they are all about to
go bust,” said Martin Fridson, CEO of research firm
FridsonVision High Yield Strategy.

For its part, Wall Street isn’t panicking. Investors
have been buying stock of some zombies and their
“junk bonds,” loans rating agencies deem most at risk
of default. While that may help zombies raise cash
in the short term, investors pouring money into these
securities and pushing up their prices could eventu-

ally face heavy losses.

“We have people gambling in the public markets
at an unprecedented level,” said David Trainer, head
of New Constructs, an investment research group that
tracks the cash drain on zombies. “They don’t see risk.”

Credit rating agencies and economists warned
about the dangers of companies piling on debt for
years as interest rates fell but got a big push when
central banks around the world cut benchmark rates
to near zero in the 2009 financial crisis and then again
in the 2020-21 pandemic. It was a giant, unprecedent-
ed experiment designed to spark a borrowing binge
that would help avert a worldwide depression. It also
created what some economists saw as a credit bubble
that spread far beyond zombies, with low rates that
also enticed heavy borrowing by governments, con-
sumers and bigger, healthier companies.

The difference for many zombies is they lack deep
cash reserves, and the interest they pay on many of
their loans is variable, not fixed, so higher rates are
hurting them right now. Most dangerously, zombie
debt was often not used to expand, hire or invest in
technology, but on buying back their own stock.

These so-called repurchases allow companies to
“retire” shares, or take them off the market, a way to
make up for new shares often created to boost the pay
and retention packages for CEOs and other top exec-
utives. But too many stock buybacks can drain cash
from a business, which is what happened at Bed Bath
& Beyond. The retail chain that once operated 1,500
stores struggled for years with a troubled transition
to digital sales and other problems, but its heavy bor-
rowing and decision to spend $7 billion in a decade
on buybacks played a key role in its downfall.
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Bangladesh unveils 68-bin-USD national budget

The Bangladeshi government
on Thursday unveiled a record
7.97-trillion-taka (68 billion U.S.
dollar) national budget for the
2024-25 fiscal year starting in
July.

The government projected an
economic growth of 6.75 percent
in the annual budget.

“To maintain this growth in
the future, all reasonable sup-
port will be continued to encour-
age agricultural and industrial

production. Side by side, proper
implementation of important in-
frastructural projects and adop-
tion of appropriate action plans
aimed at increasing export
earnings and remittances will
help achieve the desired GDP
growth,” said Finance Minister
AH Mahmood Ali, presenting
to the parliament the proposed
7.97-trillion-taka  budget  of
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina’s
government.

“We've successfully managed
the adverse effects of COVID-19
on the economy. However, the
geopolitical instability of the
world has created fresh risks for
us,” Ali said in the parliament.

Despite all the adversity
caused by global unrests, he said
Bangladesh managed to achieve
7.10 percent, 5.78 percent and
5.82 percent (provisional) growth
in 2021-22, 2022-23 and 2023-
24 respectively. (Xinhua)

Reserve Bank of India keeps repo rate unchanged

India’s central bank Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) on Friday
announced that it has kept the
repo rate unchanged at 6.5 per-
cent.

Repo rate is the rate at which
the central bank lends money to
commercial banks in the event of
a shortfall of funds.

This is the eighth time in a row
the bank’s Monetary Policy Com-
mittee (MPC) has decided to
keep the key rates unchanged.

Biden administration unveils new rule

“On the basis of an assess-
ment of the current and evolv-
ing macroeconomic situation,
the MPC at its meeting today
decided to keep the policy repo
rate under the liquidity adjust-
ment facility (LAF) unchanged at
6.50 percent,” read a statement
issued by the RBI.

“Consequently, the standing
deposit facility (SDF) rate re-
mains unchanged at 6.25 per-
cent and the marginal standing

facility (MSF) rate and the Bank
Rate at 6.75 percent. The MPC
also decided to remain focused
on withdrawal of accommodation
to ensure that inflation progres-
sively aligns to the target, while
supporting growth,” it said.
Meanwhile, the real GDP
growth for 2024-25 is projected
to be 7.2 percent with the first
quarter (Q1) at 7.3 percent, Q2
at 7.2 percent, Q3 at 7.3 percent,
and Q4 at 7.2 percent. (Xinhua)

Real-world mileage standard for new vehicles rising to 38 mpg in 2031

European Gentral Bank jumps
ahead of Fed in lowering rates

Future cuts may be limited

WASHINGTON, June 8, (AP): New
vehicles sold in the U.S. will have to
average about 38 miles per gallon of
gasoline in 2031 in real-world driving,
up from about 29 mpg this year, under
new federal rules unveiled Friday by
the Biden administration.

The final rule will increase fuel
economy by 2% per year for model
years 2027 to 2031 for passenger cars,
while SUVs and other light trucks will
increase by 2% per year for model
years 2029 to 2031, according to
requirements released by the National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration.

The final figures are below a pro-
posal released last year. Administration
officials said the less stringent require-
ments will allow the auto industry flex-
ibility to focus on electric vehicles,
adding that higher gas-mileage require-
ments would have imposed significant
costs on consumers without sufficient
fuel savings to offset them.

President Joe Biden has set a goal that
half all of new vehicles sold in the U.S.
in 2030 are electric, part of his push to
fight climate change. Gasoline-powered
vehicles make up the largest single
source of U.S. greenhouse gas emissions.

The 50% sales figure would be a
huge increase over current EV sales,
which accounted for 7.6% of new vehi-
cle sales last year.

Even as he promotes EVs, Biden
needs cooperation from the auto indus-
try and political support from auto
workers, a key political voting bloc, as
the Democratic president seeks reelec-
tion in November. The United Auto
Workers union has endorsed Biden but
has said it wants to make sure the tran-
sition to electric vehicles does not
cause job losses and that the industry
pays top wages to workers who build
EVs and batteries.

Biden’s likely opponent, former
President Donald Trump, and other
Republicans have denounced Biden’s
push for EVs as unfair for consumers
and an example of government over-
reach.

The new standards will save almost
70 billion gallons of gasoline through
2050, preventing more than 710 mil-
lion metric tons of carbon dioxide
emissions by midcentury, the Biden
administration said.

“Not only will these new standards
save Americans money at the pump
every time they fill up, they will also
decrease harmful pollution and make
America less reliant on foreign oil,”
Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg
said in a statement. “These standards
will save car owners more than $600 in
gasoline costs over the lifetime of their
vehicle.”

The highway safety agency said it
has sought to line up its regulations so
they match new Environmental
Protection Agency rules that tighten
standards for tailpipe emissions. But if
there are discrepancies, automakers
likely will have to follow the most
stringent regulation.

In the byzantine world of govern-
ment regulation, both agencies essen-

tially are responsible for setting fuel
economy requirements since the fastest
way to reduce greenhouse emissions is
to burn less gasoline.

Fuel economy figures used by The
Associated Press reflect real-world
driving conditions that include factors
such as wind resistance, hills and use
of air-conditioning. Because of those
factors, the real-world numbers are
lower than mileage figures put forward
by NHTSA.

New passenger cars would have to
average nearly 49 miles per gallon in
2031 under the new rule, up from
about 36.5 miles per gallon this year.

“These new fuel economy standards
will save our nation billions of dollars,
help reduce our dependence on fossil
fuels and make our air cleaner for
everyone,”” said NHTSA Deputy
Administrator Sophie Shulman.

John Bozzella, president and CEO
of the Alliance for Automotive
Innovation, a leading industry group,
said the Biden administration “appears
to have landed on a CAFE rule that
works with the other recent federal
tailpipe rules.”” Bozzella was using an
acronym for the fuel standards, which
are officially known as the corporate
average fuel economy rules.

Dan Becker at the Center for
Biological Diversity, an environmental
group, slammed the new rules as inad-
equate.

The highway safety agency is sup-
posed to set strong standards for gas-
powered vehicles, he said, “but instead
it sat on its tailpipes, leaving automak-
ers free to make cars, SUVs and pick-
ups that will guzzle and pollute for
decades to come and keep America
stuck on oil.”

The administration “caved to auto-
maker pressure, with a weak rule
requiring only a 2% improvement’’ per
year in fuel economy, Becker said,
adding that the rule falls short of the
agency’s own requirement to set fuel-
economy standards at the maximum
technologically feasible level.

Bozzella, the industry official, said
the government soon might need to
reconsider whether the fuel-economy
standards are needed “in a world rap-
idly moving toward electrification” of
the vehicle fleet.

The mileage standards are “a relic of
the 1970s,” Bozzella said, “a policy to
promote energy conservation and ener-
gy independence by making internal
combustion vehicles more efficient. But
those vehicles are already very efficient.
And EVs don’t combust anything. They
don’t even have a tailpipe.”

Chris Harto, senior policy analyst
for Consumer Reports, said the
NHTSA rules were not strong enough
to pressure automakers to ensure new
vehicles are as efficient as possible.

“Today the administration is merely
checking the box on the legal require-
ment’’ to set fuel-economy standards,
he said, adding that NHTSA is ham-
strung by statutory limitations that pre-
vent it from explicitly considering EVs
in setting mileage standards.

Trade tensions regardless

China’s exports grow 7.6 pct
in May, beating expectations

HONG KONG, June 8, (AP): China’s
exports in May grew at their fastest
pace in more than a year despite trade
tensions, though imports fell short of
analyst expectations, according to cus-
toms data released Friday.

Exports jumped 7.6% in May from the
same month last year to $302.35 billion,
rising at the fastest pace since April 2023.
Imports rose by 1.8% to $219.73 billion,
missing estimates of about 4% growth.

The uptick in exports is also partly
due to a lower base in the same period
last year, when exports declined 7.5%.

In comparison, exports grew by
1.5% in April compared with the same
period last year, while April imports
rose by 8.4%.

The strong exports caused China’s
trade surplus to widen to $82.62 billion,
up from April’s $72.35 billion.

The growth in exports comes as
China faces escalated trade tensions
with the U.S. and Europe. The U.S. is
ramping up tariffs on Chinese-made
electric cars while Europe is consider-
ing levying similar tariffs.

“Foreign tariffs are unlikely to
immediately threaten exports; if any-
thing, they may boost exports at the
margin as firms speed up shipments
to front-run the duties.” said Zichun
Huang of Capital Economics in a
note.

Huang also said that exports would
be supported by a weaker real effective
exchange rate.

“Import volumes were little changed
last month, but they will probably rise
soon, with increased government
spending supporting the import-inten-
sive construction sector,” she said.

The 10 nations of the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations remained the
largest destination for Chinese prod-
ucts, with exports to ASEAN growing
9.7% from year-on-year in the January
to May period to $50.83 billion.

Exports to the U.S. grew just 0.2% in
the January through May period com-
pared with the same time last year,
while shipments to the European Union
declined, slipping 3.9% year-on-year.

Steel, automobiles, home appliances
and ships were the fastest growing cat-
egories of  Chinese  exports.
Automobiles climbed at the fastest rate,
with China exporting 569,000 cars at a
growth rate of 26.8% in the first five
months of the year compared with the
same time last year.

China is facing accusations from the
U.S. and the European Union of over-
producing and flooding overseas mar-
kets with cheap electric vehicles. Both
have worked to impose tariffs on such
vehicles. Meanwhile, China is also
concerned that duties imposed on its
EVs would reduce exports amid weak-
ening demand at home.

Lynn Song of ING Economics said
that should tariffs on Chinese strategic
exports and automobiles be aggressive,
there is “potential for retaliation and
escalation of trade friction.”

“We remain cautious about the trade
outlook for the second half of the year
and expect its contribution to growth to
decline,” Song said in a note.

Factory activity in China slowed
more than expected in May, according
to an official survey released last week.

The manufacturing purchasing man-
agers index from the China Federation
of Logistics and Purchasing fell to 49.5
from 50.4 in April on a scale up to 100
where 50 marks the break between
expansion and contraction.

China has struggled to bounce back
after the COVID-19 pandemic, as it
grapples with weaker demand globally
after the U.S. Federal Reserve and
other central banks raised interest rates
to counter inflation. A slump in China’s
property sector also is weighing on
growth.

FRANKFURT, Germany,
June 8, (AP): The Euro-
pean Central Bank cut its
key interest rate Thursday
by a quarter-point, moving
ahead of the U.S. Federal
Reserve as central banks
around the world lean to-
ward lowering borrow-
ing costs - a shift with far-
reaching consequences for
home buyers, savers and

investors.

The ECB cut its benchmark rate
to 3.75% from a record high of 4%
at a meeting of the bank’s 26-mem-
ber rate-setting council in Frank-
furt.

Speaking afterward at a news con-
ference, ECB President Christine
Lagarde said inflation had eased
enough for the central bank to start
lowering rates.

But with annual inflation at 2.6% in
May and expected to remain above the
ECB 2% target into next year, Lagarde
declined to indicate how fast or how
deep any future rate cuts might be.

“We will keep policy rates suffi-
ciently restrictive for as long as neces-
sary,” she said. “We are not commit-
ting to a particular rate path.”

“Are we today moving into a dial-
ing-back phase? I wouldn’t volunteer
that,” she said.

Rate increases combat inflation by
making it more expensive to borrow in
order to buy goods, lowering demand
and taking the pressure off prices. But
high rates also hold back growth,
which has been in short supply in the
eurozone.

With inflation coming down but tak-
ing its time to reach levels central
bankers like, the question now is, how
soon, how fast and how deep future
rate cuts from the Fed, the ECB and
others will be.

Analysts say the ECB will likely
leave rates unchanged when it next
meets on July 18, while it awaits fur-
ther confirmation that inflation is under
control.

“Today’s cut doesn’t necessarily
mark the start of an easing cycle,” said
Carsten Brzeski, global head of macro

President of European Central Bank, Christine La-
garde, attends a press conference after an ECB’s gov-
erning council meeting in Frankfurt, Germany, on Jan.
25, 2024. The European Central Bank appears ready

at ING, the Dutch banking firm.

Though the annual inflation rate for
May is well below a peak of 10.6% in
October 2022, the decline has slowed
in recent months. Inflation even ticked
up slightly from 2.4% in April
Inflation in the services sectors, a
broad category that includes every-
thing from medical care and haircuts to
hotels, restaurants and concert tickets,
remains particularly elevated at 4.1%.

The ECB’s move represents a switch
from the onset of the inflation surge,
when the Fed took the lead in tighten-
ing credit by raising rates starting in
March 2022, sending mortgage costs
higher but also boosting returns for
savers with money in certificates of
deposit or money market funds. The
ECB started four months later.

Major central banks around the
world now are leaning toward lowering
interest rates. Central banks in smaller
economies have already cut rates,

including in  Canada, Sweden,
Switzerland, Hungary and the Czech
Republic. The Bank of England’s poli-
cymakers are scheduled to meet on
June 20, but it’s not clear whether the
governing board will cut the rate from
5.25%. Japan, an economic outlier
among the world big economies, has
started raising rates after years of
below-zero rates and low inflation.

Lower rates can mean lower mort-
gage costs and credit card charges for
consumers. Lower rates also can boost
stock prices and the value of retirement
accounts since they diminish returns on
conservative alternatives such as cer-
tificates of deposit and can mean stron-
ger economic growth that will boost
corporate earnings.

The ECB’s higher rates quashed a
nine-year-long rally in eurozone home
prices and slammed construction activ-
ity. Growth in economic output has
hovered just above and below zero for

to start cutting interest borrowing costs for businesses
and consumers - and do it ahead of the Fed. Analysts
say a first rate cut is coming Thursday when the bank’s
policymakers meet in Frankfurt, Germany. (AP)

more than a year before a modest
upbeat surprise in the first three months
of the year, when gross domestic prod-
uct rose 0.3% from the quarter before.

The inflation surge in Europe was
unleashed first and foremost by Russia
cutting off most natural gas supplies to
the continent, and by logjams in sup-
plies of raw materials and parts as the
global economy rebounded from the
COVID-19 pandemic. Although the
eurozone was hit first and hardest by
the Russian cutoff, the resulting energy
price spike has now largely subsided
after spiking to 10.6% in October 2022.

The Federal Reserve faces a very
different economy, one in which infla-
tion was fueled less by the Russian
energy shock than by government pan-
demic recovery spending, and more
robust growth fueled inflation. The
U.S. consumer price index is at an
annual 3.4%, some way from the Fed’s
goal, also 2%.

A sign of sustained economic health

US hiring & wage growth picked up in May

WASHINGTON, June 8, (AP):
America’s employers added a strong
272,000 jobs in May, accelerating
from April and a sign that companies
are still confident enough in the econ-
omy to keep hiring despite persistently
high interest rates.

Last month’s sizable job gain sug-
gests that the economy is still growing
steadily, propelled by consumer
spending on travel, entertainment and
other services. U.S. airports, for exam-
ple, reported near-record traffic over
the Memorial Day weekend. A healthy
job market typically drives consumer
spending, the economy’s principal
fuel. Though some recent signs had
raised concerns about economic weak-
ness, the May jobs report should help
assuage those fears.

Friday’s report from the govern-
ment did include some signs of a
potential slowdown. The unemploy-
ment rate, for instance, edged up for a
second straight month, to a still-low
4%, from 3.9%, ending a 27-month
streak of unemployment below 4%.
That streak had matched the longest
such run since the late 1960s.

President Joe Biden pointed to
Friday’s jobs report as a sign of the
economy’s robust health under his
administration. He also charged that
congressional  Republicans ~ would
worsen inflation by cutting health care
subsidies and widening the deficit
through tax cuts.

The presumptive Republican nomi-
nee, Donald Trump, has focused his
criticism of Biden’s economic policies
on the inflation surge, which polls show
still weighs heavily in voters’ assess-
ment of the economy. At a rally in
Phoenix on Thursday, he blamed illegal
immigration for causing higher prices,
an assertion most economists reject.

Economists say the mixed signals
from Friday’s report - a surge in jobs
alongside a slight rise in unemploy-
ment - suggest that the job market is

Algeria’s Sonatrach inks deal with Sinopec for fuel exploration

ALGIERS, June 8, (KUNA): The Al-
gerian national oil company Sonatrach
has signed a memorandum of under-
standing with the Chinese oil and gas
conglomerate Sinopec to pursue explo-
ration and development of underground
fuel resources.

Sonatrach said in a statement, on Fri-

day, that the two sides intend to expand
cooperation in exploring and develop-
ing complex underground traps. They
also plan to coordinate in the renewable
energy field, petrochemicals, oil engi-
neering and develop personnel’s skills
in the energy sector.

The MoU was signed by Sonatrach

Director General Rashid Hashishi and the
head of the Sinopec complex in China, Ma
Yongsheng, during a visit by the Algerian
company’s chief to the Asian nation.

Sinopec has been operating in Al-
geria since 2002, with operations at
Zarzaitine site carried out in line with a
contract inked in May 2022.

normalizing after years of distortions
related to the pandemic. After the
brutal pandemic recession, when
unemployment rocketed to nearly
15%, hiring soared in 2022 and 2023
as the economy recovered. Wages,
before adjusting for inflation, also
jumped as businesses desperately
sought workers.

“Employment growth is continuing
at a solid pace, but there are ample
signs that the heat in the labor market
over the past few years largely has
been removed,” said Sarah House, an
economist at Wells Fargo.

The number of open jobs, while still
elevated, has fallen to a three-year low.
Fewer workers are quitting jobs. Many
employers say it’s become easier to
find workers to fill positions.

But growth in hourly paychecks
accelerated last month, a welcome gain
for workers but one that could contrib-
ute to stickier inflation. Wages rose
4.1% from a year ago, above the infla-
tion rate. Some companies may raise
their prices to offset their higher wage
costs.

The Federal Reserve’s inflation
fighters would like to see the economy
slow as they consider when to begin
cutting their benchmark interest rate.
The Fed sharply raised rates in 2022
and 2023 after the recovery from the
pandemic recession ignited the worst
inflation in 40 years.

Friday’s report will likely under-
score Fed officials’ intention to delay
any cuts to their key rate while they
monitor inflation and economic data.
Most economists expect no Fed rate
reductions before September at the ear-
liest. Once the cuts do begin, lower
rates on many consumer and business
loans, including for mortgages and
autos, should follow.

Though Chair Jerome Powell has
said he expects inflation to further
ease, he has said the Fed’s policymak-
ers need more confidence that inflation
will fall back to their 2% target before
they would reduce borrowing costs.
Annual inflation has declined to 2.7%
by the Fed’s preferred measure, from
above 7% in 2022.

“This report is going to complicate
the Fed’s job,” said Julia Pollak, chief
economist for ZipRecruiter. “No one’s
getting those very clear signals that
they were hoping for that a rate cut is
appropriate in July or September.”

Last month’s hiring occurred broad-
ly across most of the economy. But
gains were particularly robust in health
care, which added 84,000 jobs, and
restaurants, hotels, and entertainment
providers, which gained 42,000.

Governments added 43,000 posi-
tions. Professional and business ser-
vices, which include managers, archi-
tects and information technology, grew
by 33,000.

One company that is steadily hiring
is Recovia, a health provider based in
Phoenix that treats mental health, sub-
stance abuse and chronic pain. CEO
Lance Fritz said the company plans to
open three clinics in the next 12
months, each of which will employ 12
to 14 people.

It’s become easier, Fritz said, to hire
administrative workers. But competi-
tion is still high for the nurses, physical
therapists, and other clinicians they
need. And his employees have pushed
for - and received - higher pay to offset
the effects of inflation and Phoenix’s
high housing costs.

“We’re paying more for people than
we used to, that’s for sure,” Fritz said.

The company is considering using
artificial intelligence, he said, to auto-
mate some administrative tasks so its
employees can spend more time with
patients.

One potential sign of weakness in
the May employment report was a drop
in the proportion of Americans who
either have a job or are looking for one;
it fell from 62.7% to 62.5%. Most of
the drop occurred among people 55
and over, many of whom are retiring
baby boomers.

A surge in immigration in the past
three years has boosted the size of the
U.S. workforce and has been a key
driver of the healthy pace of job
growth.
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Engineers face Al’s growing ethical challenges

People are reflected in a window of a hotel at the Davos Promenade in Davos, Switzerland, Jan. 15, 2024. Voters in the European Union are set to elect lawmakers for the bloc’s parliament, in
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a major democratic exercise that’s also likely to be overshadowed by online disinformation. Experts have warned about that artificial intelligence could supercharge the spread of fake news to
disrupt the election in the EU and many other countries this year. (AP)

¢ Research suggests that
even when presented
with particular scenarios
or case studies, engi-
neering students often
struggle to recognize
ethical dilemmas. ?

250 Al

¢ It is essential to verify
any sources Al tools
provide to ensure they
come from peer-
reviewed journals. ?

The Conversation is an inde-
pendent and nonprofit source of
news, analysis and commentary
from academic experts.
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By Elana Goldenkoff
University of Michigan and Erin
A. Cech, University of Michigan

Achatbot turns hostile. A test
version of a Roomba vacuum
collects images of users in private
situations. A Black woman is falsely
identified as a suspect on the basis

of facial recognition software, which
tends to be less accurate at identifying
women and people of color.

These incidents are not just
glitches, but examples of more
fundamental problems. As artificial
intelligence and machine learning
tools become more integrated into
daily life, ethical considerations are
growing, from privacy issues and
race and gender biases in coding to
the spread of misinformation.

The general public depends on

software engineers and computer
scientists to ensure these technolo-
gies are created in a safe and ethical
manner. As a sociologist and doctoral
candidate interested in science, tech-
nology, engineering and math educa-
tion, we are currently researching how
engineers in many different fields
learn and understand their responsi-
bilities to the public.

Yet our recent research, as well
as that of other scholars, points to a
troubling reality: The next generation
of engineers often seem unprepared to
grapple with the social implications of
their work. What’s more, some appear
apathetic about the moral dilemmas
their careers may bring - just as ad-
vances in Al intensify such dilemmas.

As part of our ongoing research, we
interviewed more than 60 electrical
engineering and computer science
masters students at a top engineer-
ing program in the United States. We
asked students about their experiences
with ethical challenges in engineering,
their knowledge of ethical dilem-
mas in the field and how they would

respond to scenarios in the future.

First, the good news: Most students
recognized potential dangers of Al
and expressed concern about personal
privacy and the potential to cause
harm - like how race and gender
biases can be written into algorithms,
intentionally or unintentionally.

One student, for example, ex-
pressed dismay at the environmental
impact of Al, saying Al companies
are using “more and more greenhouse
power, [for] minimal benefits.” Others
discussed concerns about where and
how Als are being applied, including
for military technology and to gener-
ate falsified information and images.

When asked, however, “Do you
feel equipped to respond in concern-
ing or unethical situations?” students
often said no.

“Flat out no. ... It is kind of scary,”
one student replied. “Do YOU know
who I’'m supposed to go to?”

Another was troubled by the lack
of training: “I [would be] dealing
with that with no experience. ... Who
knows how I'll react.”

Other researchers have similarly
found that many engineering students
do not feel satisfied with the ethics
training they do receive. Common
training usually emphasizes profes-
sional codes of conduct, rather than
the complex socio-technical factors
underlying ethical decision-making.
Research suggests that even when
presented with particular scenarios or
case studies, engineering students often
struggle to recognize ethical dilemmas.

Accredited engineering programs
are required to “include topics related
to professional and ethical responsi-
bilities” in some capacity.

Yet ethics training is rarely em-
phasized in the formal curricula. A
study assessing undergraduate STEM
curricula in the U.S. found that cover-
age of ethical issues varied greatly
in terms of content, amount and how
seriously it is presented. Additionally,
an analysis of academic literature
about engineering education found
that ethics is often considered nones-
sential training.

Many engineering faculty express

dissatisfaction with students’ under-
standing, but report feeling pressure
from engineering colleagues and
students themselves to prioritize tech-
nical skills in their limited class time.

Researchers in one 2018 study inter-
viewed over 50 engineering faculty and
documented hesitancy - and sometimes
even outright resistance - toward
incorporating public welfare issues into
their engineering classes. More than a
quarter of professors they interviewed
saw ethics and societal impacts as
outside “real” engineering work.

About a third of students we inter-
viewed in our ongoing research pro-
ject share this seeming apathy toward
ethics training, referring to ethics
classes as “just a box to check off.”

“If I'm paying money to attend eth-
ics class as an engineer, I’m going to
be furious,” one said.

These attitudes sometimes extend
to how students view engineers’ role
in society. One interviewee in our
current study, for example, said that
an engineer’s “responsibility is just to
create that thing, design that thing and
... tell people how to use it. [Misus-
age] issues are not their concern.”

One of us, Erin Cech, followed
a cohort of 326 engineering stu-
dents from four U.S. colleges. This
research, published in 2014, suggested
that engineers actually became less
concerned over the course of their
degree about their ethical responsi-
bilities and understanding the public
consequences of technology. Follow-
ing them after they left college, we
found that their concerns regarding
ethics did not rebound once these new
graduates entered the workforce.

When engineers do receive ethics
training as part of their degree, it
seems to work.

Along with engineering professor
Cynthia Finelli, we conducted a sur-
vey of over 500 employed engineers.
Engineers who received formal ethics
and public welfare training in school
are more likely to understand their
responsibility to the public in their
professional roles, and recognize the
need for collective problem solving.
Compared to engineers who did not
receive training, they were 30% more
likely to have noticed an ethical issue
in their workplace and 52% more
likely to have taken action.

Over a quarter of these practicing
engineers reported encountering a
concerning ethical situation at work.
Yet approximately one-third said they
have never received training in public
welfare - not during their education,
and not during their career.

This gap in ethics education raises
serious questions about how well-pre-
pared the next generation of engineers
will be to navigate the complex ethi-
cal landscape of their field, especially
when it comes to Al

To be sure, the burden of watching
out for public welfare is not shoul-
dered by engineers, designers and
programmers alone. Companies and
legislators share the responsibility.

But the people who are designing,
testing and fine-tuning this technology
are the public’s first line of defense.
We believe educational programs owe
it to them - and the rest of us - to take
this training seriously. (AP)

Fake sources a bhig concern with generative artificial intelligence

tools enhance social science research

The Conversation is an independ-
ent and nonprofit source of news,
analysis and commentary from
academic experts.
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By Megan Stubbs-Richardson, Mis-
sissippi State University; Devon
Brenner, Mississippi State Univer-
sity; Lauren Etheredge, Mississippi
State University, and MacKenzie
Paul, Baylor University

I - or artificial intelligence - is often

used as a way to summarize data
and improve writing. But Al tools also
represent a powerful and efficient way to
analyze large amounts of text to search
for patterns. In addition, Al tools can
assist with developing research products
that can be shared widely.

It’s with that in mind that we, as
researchers in social science, devel-
oped a new database of Al tools for
the field. In the database, we compiled
information about each tool and
documented whether it was useful for
literature reviews, data collection and
analyses, or research dissemination.

We also provided information on the
costs, logins and plug-in extensions
available for each tool.

When asked about their percep-
tions of Al, many social scientists
express caution or apprehension.
In a sample of faculty and students
from over 600 institutions, only
22% of university faculty reported
that they regularly used Al tools.

From combing through lengthy
transcripts or text-based data to
writing literature reviews and shar-
ing results, we believe Al can help
social science researchers - such as
those in psychology, sociology and
communication - as well as others
get the most out of their data and
present it to a wider audience.

Qualitative research often involves
poring over transcripts or written
language to identify themes and pat-
terns. While this kind of research is
powerful, it is also labor-intensive.
The power of Al platforms to sift
through large datasets not only saves
researchers time, but it can also help

them analyze data that couldn’t have
been analyzed previously because of
the size of the dataset.

Specifically, Al can assist social
scientists by identifying potential
themes or common topics in large,
text-based data that scientists
can interrogate using qualitative
research methods. For example, Al
can analyze 15 million social media
posts to identify themes in how peo-
ple coped with COVID-19. These
themes can then give researchers
insight into larger trends in the data,
allowing us to refine criteria for a
more in-depth, qualitative analysis.

Al tools can also be used to
adapt language and scientists’
word choice in research designs. In
particular, Al can reduce bias by
improving the wording of questions
in surveys or refining keywords
used in social media data collection.

Another key task in research is
to scan the field for previous work
to identify gaps in knowledge. Al
applications are built on systems

that can synthesize text. This makes
literature reviews - the section of a
research paper that summarizes oth-
er research on the same topic - and
writing processes more efficient.

Research shows that human
feedback to Al such as providing
examples of simple logic, can sig-
nificantly improve the tools” ability
to perform complex reasoning. With
this in mind, we can continually re-
vise our instructions to AI and refine
its ability to pull relevant literature.

However, social scientists must
be wary of fake sources - a big
concern with generative Al It is
essential to verify any sources Al
tools provide to ensure they come
from peer-reviewed journals.

Al tools can quickly summarize
research findings in a reader-friendly
way by assisting with writing blogs,
creating infographics and producing
presentation slides and even images.

Our database contains Al tools
that can also help scientists present
their findings on social media. One

tool worth highlighting is BlogT-
weet. This free Al tool allows users
to copy and paste text from an ar-
ticle like this one to generate tweet
threads and start conversations.

Two-thirds of the tools in the
database cost money. While our
primary objective was to identify the
most useful tools for social scientists,
we also sought to identify open-
source tools and curated a list of 85
free tools that can support literature
reviews, writing, data collection,
analysis and visualization efforts.

In our analysis of the cost of AL
tools, we also found that many offer
“freemium” access to tools. This means
you can explore a free version of the
product. More advanced versions of the
tool are available through the purchase
of tokens or subscription plans. For
some tools, costs can be somewhat hid-
den or unexpected. For instance, a tool
that seems open source on the surface
may actually have rate limits, and users
may find that they’ve run out of free
questions to ask the AL. (AP)
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Van Dyke becomes

LOS ANGELES, June 8, (AP): Dick Van Dyke has won a historic
Daytime Emmy at age 98.

The actor was honored Friday night as guest performer in a day-
time drama series for his part as amnesiac Timothy Robicheaux on
Peacock’s “Days of Our Lives,” making him the oldest Daytime
Emmy winner.

“I don’t believe this. I feel like a spy from nighttime television,”
he said. “I'm 98 years old. Can you believe it? This really tops off a
lifetime of 80 years in the business. If I had known I would have lived
this long I would’ve taken better care of myself.”

“General Hospital” won four trophies, including its fourth consec-
utive honor as best daytime drama. It’s the second time in the ABC
show’s 61-year history that it won four daytime drama trophies in a
Tow.

Robert Gossett of “General Hospital” won supporting actor honors.
The first cousin to the late Oscar-winning actor Louis Gossett Jr. was
honored for the second straight year for his role as Marshall Ashford.

“General Hospital” also won the directing and writing categories.

Thorsten Kaye of “The Bold and the Beautiful” earned his second
straight lead actor win for playing Ridge Forrester.

“I got to be very honest. I don’t like award shows. I didn’t like
award shows until tonight,” he said. “The other thing that doesn’t
make sense is that anyone can do this alone. You need a great boss
who sees you and hears you. You need a cast that tolerates you. You
need a whole village of people that have agreed that they re not going
to let you drown. I’ve have all of that.”

‘General Hospital’ wins four trophies

the oldest Daytime Emmy winner at 98

A clearly stunned Michelle Stafford of “The Young and the Rest-
less” won best actress as Phyllis Summers, a trophy she first earned
in 2004.

“I am honored to be an actor. It is the greatest gig. It is a privilege,”
she said. “I'm honored to entertain people.”

Van Dyke received a standing ovation as he used a cane to make
his way to the stage, accompanied by his wife, Arlene, who held the
trophy.

“I brought this lady up because she was also on the show,” he said.
“She played the cop who arrested me.”

Producer Norman Lear was 100 when he received his final Prime-
time Emmy nomination in 2022 and died the next year.

Domination

Van Dyke has won four Primetime Emmys, including three in the
1960s for his classic comedy series “The Dick Van Dyke Show.”

Van Dyke beat out last year’s winner Alley Mills of “General Hos-
pital,” Australian actor Guy Pearce of Amazon Freevee’s “Neigh-
bours,” Linden Ashby of “The Young and the Restless,” and Ashley
Jones of “The Bold and the Beautiful.”

“The Kelly Clarkson Show” continued its domination of the day-
time show category with a fourth consecutive victory. The singer,
who moved her show from Los Angeles to New York last year, was
on hand to collect the trophy.

“The move has been so great, not just for me and my family but for
our whole show,” she said, singling out NBC. “Thank you for think-

ing of mental health and not just a product.”

Courtney Hope, who plays Sally Spectra on “The Young and the
Restless,” earned supporting actress honors. She originated the role
on “The Bold and the Beautiful” in 2017 before moving to “Y&R”
in 2020.

Melody Thomas Scott, who has played Nikki Newman on “The
Young and the Restless” for 45 years, and her producer-husband, Ed-
ward Scott, were honored with Lifetime Achievement Awards. Scott
worked on “Y&R” for years before moving to his current job on “The
Bold and the Beautiful.”

“I can’t tell you how encouraging a thing like this is,” joked Thom-
as Scott, who made her acting debut at age 8 in Alfred Hitchcock’s
“Marnie.”

Her husband told the crowd, “I promise to do my very best to try to
continue to amaze you.”

The wife-and-husband team of Kelly Ripa and Mark Consuelos
won daytime talk series host for their “Live with Kelly and Mark.”
Ina Garten won best culinary series for “Be My Guest” on Food Net-
work.

The ceremony honoring soap operas, talk and game shows aired
live on CBS from The Westin Bonaventure hotel in downtown Los
Angeles.

The 51st annual Daytime Emmys returned to their usual place on
the calendar, just six months after the show’s 50th edition aired in
December after being pushed back because of last year’s Hollywood
writers and actors strikes.
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a daytime drama series for ‘Days of Our Lives’ during the 51st Daytime Emmy Awards on Friday, June 7, at the Westin Bonaven-
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DETROIT: A myriad of Detroit’s
greatest musical exports, including
Diana Ross, Eminem and Jack
White, took to the stage in a
pulsating sonic spectacle held on
the eve of the historic reopening
of an 18-story structure that had
long symbolized their hometown’s
decline.

The 90-plus-minute “Live From
Detroit: The Concert at Michigan
Central” on Thursday night cel-
ebrated the city’s refurbished train
station, which reopens to the public
on Friday, six years after Ford Mo-
tor Co. took control of the building
and more than three decades since
the last train pulled out.

The vacant Michigan Central
Station fell into disrepair and
became an emblem of the Motor
City’s decay. That is until 2018,
when Ford announced it was
buying the building and adjacent
structures as part of the carmaker’s
plans for a campus focusing on
autonomous vehicles.

“Six years ago, we gathered
here, and we dreamt of what was
possible. We dared to dream that
this station, which had become a
symbol of a broken city, could once
again shine as the symbol of the
Motor City,” Bill Ford, his name-
sake company’s executive chair-
man, told the crowd before Ross,
the Motown superstar, opened the
festivities with “I’'m Coming Out.”

The sold-out, ticketed, outdoor
event that streamed live on Pea-
cock also featured performances
by Big Sean, the Clark Sisters,
Common, Fantasia, Melissa
Etheridge and the Detroit Sym-
phony Orchestra. Presenters in-
cluded Detroit Lions legend Barry
Sanders, current Lions stars
Jared Goff and Amon-Ra St.
Brown and actors Taylor Laut-
ner and Sophia Bush. Organizers
said 20,000 people attended the
event. And more than 60,000 are
planning to tour the train station
over the next 10 days.

“For most of my life, it was just
a big eyesore,” Big Sean said of the
train station. “It’s an oasis in the
middle of the city. It’s a metaphor
for us all: It’s our time right now.”

The concert was executive-pro-
duced by Eminem and his long-
time manager, Paul Rosenberg.
Eminem was not scheduled to
perform, but surprised those in at-
tendance by closing the show with
a rousing set that included his new

ture in Los Angeles. Arlene Silver looks on (from left). (AP)

Film

‘I Am Sam’ actress finds creative freedom at 30

Fanning connects with role in "Watchers'

LOS ANGELES, June 8, (Agencies): It can sometimes
be difficult for child actors to shed public conceptions
of them as a kid, hindering them from being taken seri-
ously in Hollywood as adults.

But at 30, Dakota Fanning is feeling better than ever
about her creative voice and agency.

“At this point in my life, I feel very settled in like
who I am and what I want and what I don’t want and
what I like and what I don’t like,” she said while pro-
moting her latest film, “The Watchers,” which hit theat-
ers Friday.

That’s not to say Fanning didn’t receive critical ac-
claim almost as soon as her career began. She is, af-
ter all, the youngest person to receive a Screen Actors
Guild Award nomination - she was 7 at the time - in the
show’s nearly 30-year history for her performance in
“I Am Sam.”

But in the more than two decades since that 2001
breakout role, Fanning has learned a lot about the na-
ture of the business and how to achieve both success
and satisfaction in it, something that inspired her to start
a production company with her sister and fellow actor,
Elle Fanning.

“Being an actor for so long, you are reliant on other
people to want you to be in their movie, to pick you,
to believe in you,” she said of their decision to launch
Lewellen Pictures. “Eventually you're like, ‘Well, I just
kind of want to make that happen for myself.””

Fanning has made a lot happen for herself, includ-
ing earning a degree from New York University de-
spite working consistently since the age of 5. While
in school, she studied the portrayal of women in film
- something she says she has always been interested
in, especially when it comes to female characters who
aren’t necessarily “likable.”

“People are people and make mistakes and don’t al-
ways do the right thing. And I think sometimes people
can be afraid to portray female characters in their to-
tality with the messy parts too,” she said. “I'm always
interested in exploring that and not being afraid to play
a character that’s not - I mean, I don’t even know what
likable means. Who’s likable?”

The realness of Fanning’s character in “The Watch-

ers” is part of what drew her to the role, something she
and director Ishana Night Shyamalan bonded over.
Based on A. M. Shine’s novel of the same name, the
film is a kind of psychological horror fantasy which
tells the story of Mina (Fanning), a free-thinking young
artist who gets trapped with a group of strangers in an
Irish forest full of mysterious creatures.

“There was a relatability to the character that I was
playing that we both could really understand,” Fanning
said. “Being a woman in your 20s and figuring things
out.”

As the daughter of M. Night Shyamalan - who pro-
duced the film - it’s no surprise that both directing and
horror are in Ishana Night Shyamalan’s blood. But al-
though she grew up immersed in the world of filmmak-
ing, visiting her dad’s sets, it took years before it oc-
curred to her that directing could be in her own future.

“My experience is that the kind of filmmaker role is
very much suited to a male kind of psyche. It’s sort of
about being confident and loud and controlling a space.
And so that was very difficult for me to understand how
I could fit into that,” Shyamalan recalled.

But in recent years, she’s observed a changing ethos
permeating filmmaking - one she is encouraged by -
that helped her realize she could do it.

“It’s my feeling that there’s like a wave of just a differ-
ent, kind of like phase two of filmmaking, where I think
it can be accessible to a lot more types of people. And
that’s very necessary,” she said. “The types of stories that
we tell and the ethics of the process I think in some ways
need to be redefined or reinvented for this era.”

Also:

BEIJING: ““Civil War,” a US movie alluding to political
and social divide in the United States, premiered on the
Chinese mainland on Friday, joining dozens of produc-
tions ahead of this year’s Dragon Boat Festival holiday.
Since the movie premiered in the US market in April,
it has caught the attention of many Chinese, partly due
to its political theme rarely seen in imported movies.
Zhang Yiwu, a professor at Peking University, said
some Chinese moviegoers watched this film because
they are interested in the United States and hope to bet-

ter understand the country through this movie.

The conflicts among the various parties in the movie
are so intense that effective communication between
them is entirely impossible, he said, adding that this
actually reflects issues within American society and
politics.

For Qi Minghui, a moviegoer and U.S. university
graduate, the movie reminded her of the racial inequal-
ity, wealth gap, gun violence and partisan politics she
observed during her years in the United States. “Al-
though an artistically exaggerated work, the movie mir-
rors the problems in reality,” the 31-year-old auditor
said.

Numerous moviegoers are sharing their reviews on-
line. “An insightful film that showcases the division
within American society,” wrote an internet user named
“Yongjial11” on the review platform Douban. On mi-
croblogging platform Weibo, “Chendu” commented
that “I hope that the United States will not instigate civil
wars in other countries and be a model country of im-
migrants where various races blend well.”

Set in the near-future, the movie, written and direct-
ed by Alex Garland, follows a group of reporters who
travel across the United States as a rapidly escalating
civil war engulfs the nation. It features stars including
Kirsten Dunst and Wagner Moura.

Rating growing political polarization in the United
States as a top-tier threat, the Council on Foreign Rela-
tions’ 2024 annual Preventive Priorities Survey stated
that it leads to acts of domestic terrorism and political
violence particularly around the 2024 presidential elec-
tion.

As many people are still reeling from the Jan. 6, 2021
“storming of the Capitol,” a recent incident involving
Donald Trump supporters turning US flags upside
down to protest the guilty verdict in his hush-money
case raised widespread concerns among Americans.

Describing the movie as a warning for future devel-
opment, Shen Yi, a professor of international studies
at Shanghai-based Fudan University, said it depicts the
dangers that rising populism poses to the United States,
as well as the challenges to the core American spirits
such as diversity, unity and solidarity.

single, “Houdini,” as well as “Not
Afraid” and the most appropriate
“Welcome 2 Detroit.” (AP)
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LONDON: Prince Harry has been
given permission to appeal the
British government’s rejection to

provide him with publicly funded
police protection in the U.K.

The Court of Appeal gave the
Duke of Sussex the go-ahead to
challenge a ruling earlier this year
in the High Court. The permis-
sion was granted in May but only
reported Thursday.

Judge Peter Lane ruled in Feb-
ruary that a government panel’s
decision to provide “bespoke” se-
curity on an as-needed basis after

Harry quit as a working member
of the royal family was not unlaw-
ful, irrational or unjustified.

“Insofar as the case-by-case ap-
proach may otherwise have caused
difficulties, they have not been
shown to be such as to overcome
the high hurdle so as to render the
decision-making irrational,” Lane
wrote.

The long-running fight began
more than four years ago when
Harry first challenged the panel’s
decision, arguing that he and his
family need an armed security
detail because of hostility directed
toward him and his wife Meghan,
Duchess of Sussex, on social
media and relentless hounding by
the news media. (AP)
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Opera

‘A world treasure’

Meloni celebrates ltaly
opera’s UNESCO honor

VERONA, Italy, June 8, (AP): Italian Premier Gior-
gia Meloni joined top political and cultural figures at
Verona’s ancient Arena amphitheater Friday night for
an open-air celebration of Italian lyric opera’s recog-
nition by UNESCO as a global cultural treasure.

Conductor Riccardo Muti presided over an orches-
tra of 170 musicians from Italy’s 14 opera houses,
joined by over 314 choral singers and a cast of global
star opera stars who delivered a greatest hits of Italian
opera from Verdi to Puccini, Donizetti to Bellini for
an appreciative crowd. La Scala’s two star dancers,
Roberto Bolle and Nicoletta Manni, also performed.

“I am here to testify to my enthusiasm and my pride
for the fact that Italian lyric opera has received this
great recognition,” Muti told the crowd. “Of course,
this is an important moment,
because recognition is never a
point of arrival but a point of
departure.”

“The great masterpieces are
our heritage, which we Italians
have given to the world,” Muti
added in a prepared message
for the television audience.

While UNESCO included
Italian opera on its intangible
cultural heritage list in Decem-
ber, the Arena proved a fitting
place to celebrate the milestone.
The ancient stone amphitheater built by the Romans is
home to a popular summer opera festival that for gen-
erations has made opera accessible to the uninitiated
with lavish productions. More than half of the 400,000
spectators at the Arena each summer are foreigners.

“We have brought together the entire Italian opera
system to celebrate, together with the great singers of
the world,” said the Arena’s deputy artistic director,
Stefano Trespidi. “I am convinced that this evening will
bring benefits to the entire music and opera system.”

Recognition

Joining Italian opera stars like Luca Salsi, Franc-
esco Meli and Vittorio Grigolo were international stars
including German tenor Jonas Kaufmann, Australian
soprano Jessica Pratt and Peruvian tenor Juan Diego
Florez. Russian soprano Anna Netrebko canceled at
the last minute due to illness.

Though a previous center-left government prepared
the UNESCO bid for Italian lyric opera, the recogni-
tion has been embraced by Italy’s far-right-led gov-
ernment. Besides Meloni, also attending the gala were
Culture Minister Gennaro Sangiuliano - who has
set out to replace foreign opera house directors with
Italians - and Senate speaker Ignazio La Russa, both
members of her Brothers of Italy Party.

The loudest applause was reserved for Italy’s
nonpartisan president, Sergio Mattarella. And Muti
seemed to be making a point against Eurosceptics on
the far-right when he transitioned from the Italian an-
them, with its “Brothers of Italy” refrain echoing the
name of Meloni’s party, to Beethoven’s “Ode to Joy,”
which is the European Union anthem.

Europeans are voting for European Parliament seats
in an election that concludes Sunday and could deter-
mine whether far-right parties will have a greater say
in the direction of the 27-member bloc.

Q Q Q
Ever since Giacomo Puccini died without finish-

ing his last opera, “Turandot,” audiences have thrilled
to its soaring melodies like “Nessun Dorma,” but also

Meloni
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Frank Valentini, (center), and the team from ‘General Hospital’ accept the award for outstanding daytime drama series during the 51st Daytime Emmy Awards on

Kelly Clarkson, (center), and the team from ‘The Kelly Clarkson Show’ accept

Friday, June 7, at the Westin Bonaventure in Los Angeles. (AP)

the award for outstanding daytime talk series. (AP)

ing.

perhaps lamented the lack of a proper ending.

Now the Washington National Opera is offering an
alternative, commissioning both new words and new
music for the final 18 or so minutes of the piece. The
production, with libretto by Susan Soon He Stanton
and music by Christopher Tin.

“Turandot,” tells of a Chinese princess who con-
demns all her suitors to have their heads chopped off
unless they can answer three riddles. When an un-
known prince manages to do this, Turandot is obli-
gated to marry him, but he gives her a way out of the
bargain if she can guess his identity.

In the final scene, according to the original libretto,
the prince kisses Turandot and then - confident he has
won her love - reveals that his name is Calaf. The op-
era concludes amid general rejoicing.

Francesca Zambello, artistic director of the WNO,
is among those who find this ending less than satisfy-

“You have a very proud and fiery princess who
spends the entire opera saying ‘No,*” she said. “Then

Calaf comes along, he ignores her ‘No,’ then plants a = 3
big old kiss on her against her will, and as a result she ~ £
is suddenly transformed into this nice, magnanimous £ «k‘g i
ruler.” e

Now that the copyright on the work has expired, :
she said, “I wanted to change the story in a way that I A
hoped Puccini’s ghost might have approved.” >

Ishana Night Shyamalan,

Dakota Fanning pose for a portrait

to promote ‘The Watchers,” May 23,

2024, in Beverly Hills, Calif. (AP)
— Details Page 11

Adding to the implausibility of the resolution is the
character of Liu, a slave girl so devoted to Calaf that
she kills herself rather than reveal his name under tor-
ture. In the final scene, Liu’s fate is barely mentioned
and quickly forgotten.

Puccini had completed his score up to the point
where Liu dies, but left only musical sketches for the
remainder when he died in 1924 while undergoing
treatment for throat cancer.

Franco Alfano was hired to complete the music
from Puccini’s notes and it’s usually a version of his
score that is performed today, though there have been
several attempts to improve upon it.

Luciano Berio orchestrated a new ending which
premiered in 2002; Chinese composer Hao Weiya
crafted his own version in 2008, and Opera Delaware
is offering a conclusion in May composed by Derrick
Wang, whose earlier opera “Scalia/Ginsburg” told of
the friendship between the two Supreme Court justices.

Motivations

But none have gone as far as WNO in rewriting
both text and music for the final scene.

Stanton, a playwright and screenwriter who worked
on the hit TV series “Succession,” said she tried to
understand Turandot’s character and motivations in a
way that rang true psychologically. And she came to a
surprising conclusion.

In Turandot’s entrance aria “In questa reggia,” she
describes her cruel behavior in sending suitor after
suitor to their deaths as revenge for the fate of her an-
cestor, Princess Lo-u-ling, who she says was sexually
assaulted and murdered.

But Stanton said, “I just didn’t believe her. The
body count is so high that it didn’t make sense that
she’s going to be killing all these men because of
something that happened to a long-ago ancestor.

“It felt more like a trauma response of somebody
who’s really afraid of getting married,” Stanton said.
So in the new final scene she has Turandot reveal that
it was actually she herself who was raped.

Weinstein

Variety

ATHENS, Greece: Greek police say an
ongoing major search and rescue operation
on the small eastern Aegean island of Symi
has still not located British doctor and
television presenter Michael Mosley, who
went missing on Wednesday afternoon
after reportedly going for a walk.

Police said Friday that the coast guard,
police and fire department were involved
in the search, with a helicopter, drones and
a police sniffer dog deployed. They have
found no trace of the 67-year-old who had
been vacationing on the island.

The search was focusing on the area
between Agios Nikolaos, the coastal area
from where Mosely apparently set off on
his walk, and the island’s main town of
Symi. Authorities had also looked into
whether he might have left the island alto-
gether, but found no indication that anyone
had travelled under his name.

Britain’s Foreign Office said it was in
contact with Greek authorities over the
search.

Mosley is well-known in Britain for
his regular appearances on television and
radio and for his column in the Daily
Mail newspaper. He is known outside the
U.K. for his 2013 book “The Fast Diet,”
which he co-authored with journalist
Mimi Spencer. The “5:2 diet” set out how
people can lose weight fast by minimiz-
ing their calorie intake for two days in a
week while eating healthily on the other
five.

He has subsequently introduced the Fast
800 diet, a rapid weight loss program, and

Television

Sajak signs off ‘Wheel of Fortune’

LOS ANGELES, June 8, (AP): After 41
years and over 8,000 episodes, Pat Sajak
made his final turn as the renowned host
of “Wheel of Fortune” on Friday.

The season 41 finale, dubbed the
“Thanks for the memories” show,
opened on Friday with a clip from Sa-
jak’s first episode as the host of “Wheel
of Fortune” in 1981 and closed with
Sajak’s warm message of gratitude.

In his farewell message, Sajak
thanked the viewers of the beloved
game show for granting him the “in-
credible privilege to be invited into
millions of homes, night after night,
year after year, decade after decade.”

Sajak, 77, also gave a heartfelt thanks
to his “professional other half,” Vanna
White, who has co-hosted with him for
over 40 years and delivered her emotion-
al tribute to Sajak a day earlier.

“We’ve seen a lot of changes in each
other’s lives over the years, but we’ve
always been there for each other,” he
said. “I will miss our nightly closes
and her laughter and her good nature.
She’s a very special woman.”

Among the many thanks and shout-
outs Sajak offered during the final
episode before his retirement, he said
the crew and staff, some of whom
have been working on the show as
long as he has, were a “joy” to work
with. “Your skills and dedication and
good humor made this a place I always
wanted to be,” he added.

has made a number of films about diet and
exercise.

Mosley has often pushed his body to ex-
treme lengths to see the effects of his diets
and also lived with tapeworms in his guts

‘An incredible privilege’

Michelle Stafford accepts the award for outstanding performance by a lead ac-
tress in a daytime drama series for ‘The Young and the Restless.” (AP)
— Details Page 11

Sajak thanked one staff member by
name: his daughter Maggie. She began
working as the show’s social correspond-
entin 2021 and he said their collaboration
has been the “best part of the last couple
of years.” Sajak also mentioned his son,
Patrick, and his wife, Lesly, and said that
he is “blessed” to have his family.

The famed host also said that the “real
stars of the show” have been the contest-
ants who competed for cash and luxury
prizes throughout the decades of the
show’s run. He called them “kind and
considerate,” noting that they always
“took great pride in talking about their
family, their hometown, their friends,
their schools, their jobs, even their pets.”

Contestants

Reflecting on the show’s massive
reach, Sajak noted that he always
found it important to keep the daily
half-hour show a “safe place for fam-
ily fun,” excluding any social issues
or political topics from the banter he
shared with contestants and White. He
said he wanted to keep the show “just
a game,” before noting that to many, it
became a part of their daily lives.

“Gradually, it became more than
that,” Sajak continued. “A place where
kids learned their letters, where people
from other countries honed their Eng-
lish skills, where families came together
along with friends and neighbors and en-
tire generations. What an honor to have

for six weeks for the BBC documentary
“Infested! Living With Parasites.”

Worried friends and colleagues
expressed their shock over Mosley’s disap-
pearance.

]
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Pat Sajak, (left), and Vanna White, from ‘Wheel of Fortune,” attend a ceremony
honoring Harry Friedman with a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame in Los
Angeles on Nov. 1, 2019. (AP)

played even a small part in all that.”
Sajak’s closed out his message with
a crack about how viewers could still
see more of him through reruns of the
show during its summer break. “The
jokes will be the same, but I’d appre-
ciate it if you’d laugh anyway,” he
quipped before saying a final goodbye.
To make time for his closing mes-
sage, Sajak truncated the game by cut-
ting out a round. He said he wanted to
ensure the competition was still fair
for contestants Tammi, Adrienne and
Nino, so Sajak spun the wheel him-
self and added to their totals. While
he initially said he’d add $1,000 to
the prize money the wheel landed on,
he bumped the bonus up to $5,000 for
each person after noting that it wasn’t
his money he was allocating. “Little
Jimmy’s surgery can wait,” he joked.
During her tribute on Thursday,
White called Sajak “like a brother”
and a “true lifelong friend.” In the pre-
recorded video that featured clips and
photos of their decades as co-workers,
she added that their personal friend-
ship has meant even more than their
professional collaboration.

would retire from his hosting duties at the
end of the show’s 41st season, with Ryan
Seacrest set to succeed him. White will
stay on as Seacrest’s co-host through the
2025-2026 season, based on a contract
extension she signed in September.

Sajak announced in June 2023 that he

“This shocking news focusses our minds
on Michael’s wife Clare and their sons,”
said Roy Taylor, a professor of medicine
and metabolism at Newcastle University
who co-authored “The 8-Week Blood
Sugar Diet” with Mosley. “Our thoughts
are with them in this terrible time of
uncertainty, hoping that he will be found
safely.” (AP)

d a d

NEW YORK: Harvey Weinstein’s lawyers
argue in an appeal that he did not get a fair
trial when he was convicted of rape and
sexual assault in Los Angeles in 2022 and
sentenced to 16 years in prison.

The brief filed Friday with California’s
Second District Court of Appeal comes six
weeks after his similar landmark #MeToo
conviction and 23-year prison sentence in
New York were overturned by the state’s
highest court.

The California appeal argues the trial
judge wrongly excluded evidence that the
Italian model and actor he was convicted
of raping had a sexual relationship with
the director of a film festival that had
brought both Weinstein and the woman
to Los Angeles at the time of the alleged
attack.

Weinstein’s lawyers argued that the
judge deprived him of “his constitutional
rights to present a defense and led to a
miscarriage of justice.” (AP)
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WHO reports first human case of H5N2 hird flu in Mexico

Bird flu death in Mexico unrelated to US outbreaks: experts

NEW YORK, June 8, (AP): The mysterious death of a man
in Mexico who had one kind of bird flu is unrelated to out-
breaks of a different type at US dairy farms, experts say.

Here’s a look at the case and the different types of bird flu.

A 59-year-old man in Mexico who had been bedridden
because of chronic health problems developed a fever,
shortness of breath and diarrhea in April. He died a week
later, and the World Health Organization this week re-
ported it.

The WHO said it was the first time that version of bird
flu - HSN2 - had been seen in a person.

A different version of bird flu - HSN1 - has been infect-
ing poultry flocks over the last several years, leading to
millions of birds being culled. It also has been spreading
among all different kinds of animals around the world.

This year, that flu was detected in U.S. dairy farms.
Dozens of herd have seen infections, most recently in
Towa and Minnesota.

The cow outbreak has been tied to three reported ill-
nesses in farmworkers, one in Texas and two in Michi-
gan. Each had only mild symptoms.

So-called influenza A viruses are the only viruses tied
to human flu pandemics, so their appearance in animals
and people is a concern. These viruses are divided into

subtypes based on what kinds of proteins they have on
their surface - hemagglutinin (H) and neuraminidase (N).

Scientists say there are 18 different “H” subtypes and
11 different “N” subtypes, and they appear in scores of
combinations. HIN1 and H3N2 are common causes of
seasonal flu among humans. There are many versions
seen in animals as well.

Variety

H5NI1, the version that has worried some U.S. scien-
tists lately, historically has been seen mainly in birds, but
has in recent years has spread to a wide variety of mam-
mals.

H5N2 has long been seen in Mexican poultry, and
farms vaccinate against it.

It’s also no stranger to the United States. An H5N2
outbreak hit a flock of 7,000 chickens in south-central
Texas in 2004, the first time in two decades a dangerous-
to-poultry avian flu appeared in the US.

H5N2 also was mainly responsible for a wave out-
breaks at US commercial poultry farms in 2014 and 2015.

Over the years, HSN2 has teetered between being con-
sidered a mild threat to birds and a severe threat, but it
hasn’t been considered much of a human threat at all.

A decade ago, researchers used mice and ferrets to
study the strain afflicting US poultry at the time, and con-
cluded it was less likely to spread and less lethal than
H5NI. Officials also said there was no evidence it was
spreading among people.

Rare cases of animal infections are reported each year, so
it’s not unexpected that a person was diagnosed with HSN2.

“If you’re a glass half full kind of person, you’d say,
“This is the system doing exactly what it’s supposed to
do: detecting and documenting these rare human infec-
tions, where years ago we were stumbling in the dark,’”
said Matthew Ferrari, director of Penn State’s Center for
Infectious Disease Dynamics.

InfectedIndeed, Mexico Health Secretary Jorge Alco-
cer said kidney and respiratory failure - not the virus - ac-
tually caused the man’s death.

Infected

Some experts said it is noteworthy that it’s not known
how he caught the man caught HSN2.

“The fact there was no reported contact (with an infected
bird) does raise the possibility that he was infected by some-
one else who visited him, but it’s premature to jump to those
conclusions,” said Richard Webby, a flu researcher at St.

Jude Children’s Research Hospital in Memphis.

At this point, HSN2 is still considered a minor threat
compared to some of the other kinds of bird flu out there.
Most human illnesses have been attributed to H7NO,
H5N6 and H5N1 bird flu viruses.

From early 2013 through October 2017, five outbreaks
of H7N9 were blamed for killing more than 600 people
in China. And at least 18 people in China died during an
outbreak of HSN6 in 2021, according to the US Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention.

H5NI1 was first identified in 1959, but didn’t really be-
gan to worry health officials until a Hong Kong outbreak
in 1997 that involved severe human illnesses and deaths.

H5NI1 cases have continued since then, the vast major-
ity of them involving direct contact between people and
infected animals. Globally, more than 460 human deaths
have been identified since 2003, according to WHO sta-
tistics that suggest it can kill as many as half of the people
reported to be infected.

Like other viruses, HSN1 as evolved over time, spawn-
ing newer versions of itself. In the last few years, the pre-
dominant version of the virus has spread quickly among
a wide range of animals, but counts of human fatalities
have slowed.

Pandemic’s effect still lingers for millions

COVID-19 remains a ‘persistent’
threat for people with diabetes

By Jamie Hartmann-Boyce
UMass Amherst

The Conversation is an independent and nonprofit
source of news, analysis and commentary from aca-
demic experts.

Q Qa Q

t the start of the pandemic, many people living with dia-

betes were wondering what COVID-19 meant for them.
Diabetes was already known to put people at higher risks
from other infectious diseases, including flu. Would it be the
same with COVID-19? At the time, all scientists could do
was make educated guesses.

In 2024, things look very different. A great deal more re-
search is available, as well as effective vaccines, and life has
in many ways returned to something like normal.

COVID-19 hasn’t disappeared, however, and for the more
than 400 million people living with diabetes worldwide,
very real risks and impacts from the pandemic remain.

I specialize in drawing on and combining existing evi-
dence to inform health policy across a range of areas. I've
been studying COVID-19 and diabetes

since the start of the pandemic and have experienced first-
hand some of the many ways in which COVID-19 has af-
fected people with diabetes. I've lived with Type 1 diabetes
for the past 30 years. And at the start of the pandemic, I had a
lot of questions about what COVID-19 meant for me.

Diabetes is characterized by having higher than normal
blood sugars. Different types of diabetes create this condi-
tion in varying ways.

Type 1 diabetes occurs when your body attacks the cells
that produce insulin.

Insulin is the hormone that converts sugar into energy -
without it, sugar remains in the blood, and the body is de-
prived of the energy it needs. Type 1
diabetes can be treated only by inject-
ing insulin and is irreversible. If left
untreated, Type 1 diabetes is fatal.
There is no cure. No one knows for
sure why some people get Type 1 dia-
betes and others don’t.

By contrast, in Type 2 diabetes - by
far the most common type - your body
is still producing insulin but is less able
to use it. People are more likely to get
Type 2 diabetes if they are living with
obesity. But people who aren’t obese
can also get Type 2 diabetes, and many people living with
obesity never get diabetes.

Type 2 diabetes often runs in families. It can be treated in
a range of ways. This includes weight loss for people living
with obesity, changes to diet and exercise, and medications.
In some cases, Type 2 diabetes can be reversed.

Type 1 diabetes is most likely to start in childhood or ado-
lescence, and Type 2 diabetes is most likely to start later in
life. However, older people can develop Type 1 diabetes,
and children can develop Type 2.

There are other types of diabetes, too. Gestational diabetes
develops in pregnancy and goes away after giving birth. As
with Type 2 diabetes, the body is still making insulin but is
less able to use it.

In general, diabetes is on the rise, with most of this being
driven by Type 2. By 2050, it’s estimated that 1.3 billion
people will be living with diabetes worldwide.

Hartmann-Boyce

Diabetes can damage many parts of your body, includ-
ing your eyes, heart, blood vessels, nervous system, feet and
kidneys. Blood sugar management and regular checkups can
help reduce these risks.

In a 2023 study, my colleagues and I reviewed a wide
body of literature to examine the extent to which people with
diabetes were at increased risk from COVID-19, and wheth-
er some people with diabetes were at greater risk than others.

Overall, we found that people with diabetes were about
twice as likely to get seriously sick with COVID-19 than
people without diabetes. Evidence also consistently showed
that people with diabetes were more likely to die from CO-
VID-19 than people without diabetes.

Some people with diabetes appeared to be at greater risk than
others. The higher people’s blood sugar levels were before or
during COVID-19 infection, the worse their outcomes were
likely to be. In addition, risks generally seemed higher for people
with Type 1 diabetes and people who used insulin.

There are several potential explanations. We know that
having higher blood sugar levels makes it harder for people’s
bodies to fight infections. On average, blood sugar levels are
higher in people with Type 1 than Type 2 diabetes. Infection
can make blood sugar levels harder to manage.

People with Type 1 diabetes also tend to have lived with
diabetes longer than people with Type 2 diabetes, and that
might mean their bodies are less able to fight COVID-19
because of diabetes complications - for example, damage to
their heart and kidneys.

Disruptions

The pandemic triggered wide-scale disruptions for people
living with diabetes. Many found it harder to make appoint-
ments with their health care providers. Some found it harder
to access their medications. For many people, diet and physi-
cal activity were disrupted, too.

We did a wide-ranging, systematic review of 139 studies
in more than a million people to examine the impact of pan-
demic disruptions on people with diabetes. Evidence showed
that people were more likely to die from diabetes during the
pandemic than before it and were more likely to lose sight
because of diabetes during the pandemic than before. People
with diabetes need regular eye checkups to help protect their
sight; these checkups often didn’t happen during the pan-
demic, and people’s vision suffered as a result.

We also found that young people with diabetes fared par-
ticularly badly. Children and adolescents with Type 1 dia-
betes were more likely to be admitted to the hospital with
a life-threatening condition called diabetic ketoacidosis,
which is when your blood turns toxic because you don’t
have enough insulin in your body.

Admissions to pediatric intensive care units for diabetes
were higher during the pandemic than prior. It might be that
people delayed seeking care, or were unable to access care,
because of pandemic disruptions. That could mean that by
the time young people with diabetes made it to a hospital,
they were already really, really sick.

There is still plenty of reason for optimism, though. COV-
ID-19 vaccines have markedly decreased the chances of dying
or getting really sick from COVID-19, and in many countries,
people living with diabetes have been prioritized for vaccines.

There are also developments in diabetes care. Improved
diabetes management, whether it be through technologies
such as insulin pumps or continuous glucose monitors, be-
havior changes or medications, can help reduce risk from
COVID-19 and other infections. (AP)

KUNA photo

Dr. Asmaa Al Kandari from Kuwait performed two endoscopy procedures and shared them on social media.

Kuwaiti doctor Al-Kandari participates in World Endoscopy Conference

Dr. Asmaa Al Kandari, the Consultant of Internal Medi-
cine and Gastroenterology at the Kuwaiti Ministry of
Health, has taken part in the 2024 International Con-
ference on Gastroenterology, Endoscopy and Liver —
hosted by the Italian city of Milan.

In remarks to KUNA on Friday, Dr. Al-Kandari affirmed
that her participation in the convention was an opportunity
to get acquainted with new information in the realm and in-
teract with peers, noting that she was the sole representa-

tive at the event from the Middle East.

This international scientific event is valuable with re-
spect of research and clinical treatment, she said, af-
firming the need for such interaction to update medical
protocols.

The Kuwaiti doctor conducted two endoscopy opera-
tions, publicized via the social media.

The conference has drawn 25,000 participants and
specialists, some partaking virtually. (KUNA)

A patient’s journey from health crises to hope

Optimism: A prescription for well-being

NEW YORK, June 8, (AP): Prince Bhojwani never thought
of himself as a negative person, until three trips to the hospi-
tal in one month forced him to reconsider.

Before May 2018, he was a healthy but chronically wor-
ried start-up founder who regularly did 20-mile (32-kilo-
meter) bike rides. When he suddenly became barely able to
walk, with blurry vision and spiking blood pressure, emer-
gency room doctors suspected a stroke, but couldn’t pinpoint
the cause of his illness. A close friend, however - “one of
the most optimistic people I know,” he said - pointed out
Bhojwani often lacked faith that things would work out, and
suggested that had pushed him to burn out.

“I started looking at the world very differently, literally the
next day,” said Bhojwani, who lives in New York City. He
started meditating and taking a moment every morning to feel
grateful to be alive. He also found purpose by co-founding a
nonprofit, Asana Voices, a South Asian advocacy organization.

In the years since, he hasn’t had any similar health crises,
despite working longer hours. He credits his newfound posi-
tive outlook. “After there was a life-changing event, it kind
of forced me to become optimistic,” he said. “I can’t even

imagine living life the way I did back then.”

Optimism in itself is hardly a cure-all, but numerous stud-
ies over the decades have demonstrated a link between a
positive outlook and good health outcomes.

Experts say a standard for measuring someone’s relative
optimism has long been the 10-question Life Orientation Test-
Revised, published in 1994. (Sample question: On a scale of 1 to
5, respondents are asked how strongly they agree with the state-
ment, “In uncertain times, I usually expect the best”?)

Generally, optimism is defined as the “expectation that
good things will happen, or believing the future will be fa-
vorable because we can control important outcomes,” said
Hayami Koga, a postdoctoral research fellow at the Harvard
Center for Population and Development Studies.

She was the lead author on a 2022 study that found opti-
mism associated with longer life spans and a greater chance
of living past 90. In another study, published in May in
JAMA Psychiatry, she and other researchers said optimists
generally maintained better physical functioning as they
aged. They looked at 5,930 postmenopausal women over a
6-year period.

~ MEDICAL CLASSIFIEDS 4

L]
",

. For
your

.% ads on

this page

Call: 24813805  E-mail: advt@arabtimesonline.com

www.arabtimesonline.com

%

DrShajahan VM DrAyham Askar Dr. Raina Fernandes
BDS, MDS BDS BDS
Dental Surgeon Dental Surgeon Dental Surgeon

eS—hl| op 32| el o } Spo

SHIFA AL JAZEERA MEDICAL CENTRE
FARWANIYA d—ul9j—al|

e e o e e e P

Working Time: From 9am to 1pm & 5pm to 9pm
Ph: 24 734 000

Behind Maghateer Commercial Complex & Opp.Police station - Farwaniya
www.shifaaljazeera.com.kw

b
“W

DENTAL & COSMETIC DEPARTMENT

SCALING & GUM TREATMENT
COSMETIC SMILE RECONSTCTION
GUM & ORAL SURGERY

BAD BREATH TREATMENT
SURGICAL TREATMENT

ROOT CANAL TREATMENT
COSMETIC FILLING

FIXED & REMOVABLE DENTURES
CROWN TREATMENT

SIMPLE & SURGICAL EXTRACTION




SPORTS

ARAB TIMES, SUNDAY, JUNE 9, 2024

14

Hosts Germany heat Greece

England lose to Iceland in last friendly before Euro 2024

(left), and England’s Cole Palmer challenge for the ball during the

International friendly soccer match between
England and Iceland at Wembley stadium in London. (AP)

Clark carries Indiana past
winless Washington 85-83

WASHINGTON, June 8,
(AP): Caitlin Clark made
seven 3-pointers, equaled
a career high with 30
points and made enough
of her free throws down
the stretch to help the In-
diana Fever hold on for
an 85-83 victory over the
winless Washington Mys-
tics on Friday night.

Clark easily had the most
3-pointers of her young career
and made three of her four free
throws late. She missed the last
one, and the ball was knocked
out of bounds as the Mystics
(0-11) tried to rush up the court.
That gave Washington one last
chance with 1.4 seconds left, but
the Mystics couldn’t get a shot
off in time.

Clark had eight rebounds and
six assists in perhaps her best all-
around game so far. She went 8 of
15 from the field with four steals,

although turnovers (eight) were an
issue again for the former Iowa star.

BASKETBALL

Storm 78, Aces 65

In Las Vegas, Jewell Loyd had
25 points and nine rebounds, Skylar
Diggins-Smith scored 19 of her 21
points in the second half to go with
seven assists, and the Seattle Storm
beat the Las Vegas Aces for their
sixth straight victory.

Diggins-Smith scored nine points
during Seattle’s 11-2 run, including
two 3-pointers, a three-point play and
a nice pass to Nneka Ogwumike for
a layup, to extend their lead to 74-61
with 2:01 left. Diggins-Smith capped
the scoring with 14 seconds remaining.

Nneka Ogwumike and Ezi Mag-
begor each had a double-double
for Seattle (7-3), which made 20 of
22 free throws. Magbegor had 14
points, 15 rebounds and five assists,
and Ogwumike added 12 points and
11 boards.

Loyd reached double-digit scor-
ing for the 51st straight game, ex-
tending the longest active streak.

Storm top Aces for 6th straight victory

Mavs need a solution in NBA Finals

Celtics’ formula is lots of 3s, lots of stops

BOSTON, June 8, (AP): When
the Boston Celtics make a ton of
3-pointers, forget it. They’re prob-
ably not going to lose.

That was surely something the
Dallas Mavericks understood before
Game 1 of the NBA Finals - and if
they, or anyone else, somehow were
unaware of that fact, it was on full
display in the opener.

The Celtics made 16 3s, outscor-
ing the Mavericks by 27 points from
long range, in their 107-89 victory
Thursday night. Both teams have an
off day Friday and are scheduled to
resume practice Saturday. Game 2 is
Sunday night in Boston.

“We’ve got to be better,” Maver-
icks coach Jason Kidd said. “Nerves
or not being in this situation, we
can’t use that as an excuse. It’s just
basketball, and we’ve got to be bet-
ter at the game of basketball on Sun-
day.”

And it’ll start with doing a bet-
ter job on 3s - either making more,
giving up fewer, or both. Consider
these trends for the Celtics this sea-
son:

- When making 16 or more 3s,
Boston is 51-6. When making 15 or
under, the Celtics are 26-14. That’s
still a very good mark, but at least
opponents have a realistic chance of

BASKETBALL

winning when that happens.

- When the Celtics make more 3s
than their opponent, they’re 61-5.
When they don’t, they’re 16-15, ba-
sically a coin-flip to see who wins.

- When the Celtics make at least
four more 3s than their opponent,
they’re 49-3.

- When factoring in both the regu-

lar season and the playoffs, not only
has Boston made more 3s than any-
one else (1,572 so far this season, 24
away from matching the league’s
total-season mark the Celtics set
last year), but the Celtics also have
a better percentage this season than
any other club. They’re at .3852 for
the season now, a whisker ahead of
Oklahoma City’s .3851.

“I think they are the best 3-point
shooting team in the NBA, so some-
times (it’s) really hard to take those
away,” Mavericks guard Luka Don-
cic said. “Especially when they have
five guys out and they can all shoot.
Obviously, we’ve got to make
more.”

And it was a team effort for the
Celtics in Game 1. That has to be
what makes it doubly scary for Dal-
las - because just about everyone in
Boston’s rotation was part of the
prowess from deep.

She also reached 5,000 -career
points.
Mercury 81, Lynx 80
In Phoenix, Kahleah Copper

made a 3-pointer with less than a

e

second remaining and scored 34
points to rally Phoenix to an vic-
tory over the Western Conference-
leading Minnesota Lynx in Brittney
Griner’s return to the Mercury.

Las Vegas Aces center A’ja Wilson, right, is defended by Seattle
Storm forward Nneka Ogwumike during the first half of a WNBA bas-
ketball game in Las Vegas. (AP)

JOB VACANCIES

Copper sank 13 of 23 shots, none
bigger than her final one, in helping
Phoenix (5-6) win for just the second
time in its last seven games under
first-year coach Nate Tibbetts. Griner,
fully recovered from a toe fracture
that kept her out until now, debuted
with 11 points, four rebounds and a
block in just over 21 minutes.

Diana Taurasi scored 12 points
but made just 4 of 19 shots, includ-
ing 1 of 7 from beyond the arc,
for Phoenix. Copper said Tibbetts
originally designed the final play for
Taurasi, but the veteran lobbied for
Copper to take the shot instead.

Sparks 81, Wings 72

In Los Angeles, Dearica Hamby
finished with 22 points and 12 re-
bounds to help the Los Angeles
Sparks pull away for an victory
over the Dallas Wings , snapping a
three-game skid.

Hamby has eight double-doubles
in 10 games this season for the
Sparks (3-7). She made 9 of 16 shots
from the floor, 4 of 6 from the free-
throw line, and added four assists.

LONDON, June 8, (AP): England was
booed by some of its own fans after los-
ing 1-0 to Iceland in its last friendly be-
fore the European Championship, while
host nation Germany recovered from a
goal down to beat Greece 2-1.

Jon Dagur Thorsteinsson left defend-
er John Stones standing as he scored for
Iceland in the 16th minute to bring back
memories of one of England’s lowest
points of recent years, its 2-1 elimina-
tion by Iceland at Euro 2016.

England created few clear-cut chanc-
es against Iceland and nearly conceded
a second goal when a promising Icelan-
dic counterattack ended with Thorstein-
sson slipping as he shot.

SOCCER

“We learned a lot and we know the
performance wasn’t good enough,”
England manager Gareth Southgate told
broadcaster Channel 4. “Equally we
needed the game; there’s a lot of players
that we’re managing their minutes and
it was obviously a disjointed and dis-
appointing performance and we didn’t
show enough character.”

England, which beat Bosnia-Herze-
govina 3-0 on Monday, gets its tourna-
ment under way June 16 against Serbia
in Group C.

Germany needed substitute Pascal
Gross” 89th-minute goal to secure the
win over Greece a week before it opens
Euro 2024 against Scotland in Munich.

Georgios Masouras gave Greece the
lead in the 34th on the rebound after

goalkeeper Manuel Neuer failed to hold
a shot from Christos Tzolis. Arsenal
forward Kai Havertz leveled in the 56th
when he shot on the turn and it went in
off Manolis Siopis.

After Benjamin Henrichs sent a shot
off the bar in the 83rd, Germany finally
took the lead when Gross hit a fierce
shot from outside the box.

With a flat first-half performance and
a late recovery, the win over Greece
continues a mixed bag of form for Ger-
many, which beat France and the Neth-
erlands in friendlies in March but has
also lost to Japan, Turkey and Austria
within the last 12 months.

Neuer’s error for the Greece goal
came shortly after Germany coach Ju-
lian Nagelsmann confirmed he was cut-
ting Stuttgart goalkeeper Alexander Nii-
bel as he finalized the 26-player squad
for the tournament. Barcelona’s Marc-
Andre ter Stegen and Hoffenheim’s
Oliver Baumann are the two other goal-
keepers in the squad.

Nagelsmann committed in March to
having Neuer as his first-choice goal-
keeper for Euro 2024, even though in-
juries meant the Bayern Munich goal-
keeper only played his first game under
Nagelsmann for Germany in Monday’s
0-0 draw with Ukraine.

Also Friday, Poland beat neighbor
Ukraine 3-1 with three goals in the
opening 30 minutes and Scotland drew
2-2 with Finland after giving up a 2-0
lead. Romania failed to beat one of Eu-
rope’s smallest nations, Liechtenstein,
in a 0-0 draw. The Czech Republic
cruised to a 7-1 win over Malta. Albania
beat Azerbaijan 3-1.

‘We can come back in the next couple of yrs’

Hurricanes reach semifinals and end
Rebels’ tenure in Super Rugby Pacific

WELLINGTON, New Zealand, June 8,
(AP): The top-ranked Hurricanes beat
the Melbourne Rebels 47-20 Saturday
to qualify for the Super Rugby Pacific
semifinals and to end the Rebels’
14-year tenure in the Southern
Hemisphere tournament.

The Rebels will no longer be able to
participate in Super Rugby which
they joined in 2011. Rugby Australia
decided not to renew their participa-
tion license due to financial difficul-
ties, leaving Australia with four teams
in an 11-team competition from next
season.

“I want to acknowledge the Rebels as
a franchise,” Hurricanes captain Jordie
Barrett said after the match at
Wellington, New Zealand. “Since join-
ing Super Rugby they’re always been a
joy to play against, players, staff and
fans. We wish all their coaches and
players all the best in whichever direc-
tion they go.”

The Auckland-based Blues beat the
Fijian Drua 36-5 and will host one
semifinal while the Hurricanes will host
the other. The Hamilton-based Chiefs
qualified for the semis on Friday with a
43-21 win over the Queensland Reds.

The eighth-seeded Rebels were play-
ing in the quarterfinals for the first time
and put up a brave fight in their last
match.

The Hurricanes led 35-6 after 57
minutes. But the Rebels still were deter-
mined to go down fighting and scored
twice in as many minutes through
winger Lachie Anderson, making the
score 35-20.

But the Hurricanes clinched the
match with a try to Du’Plessis Kirifi
and another to Kini Naholo. Brett
Cameron converted and finished with
six goals from seven attempts.

“We got disrupted a little bit in the
first half but we were under no illusion
than the challenge was going to come
from the Rebels this week,” Hurricanes
captain Jordie Barrett said.

“They’re an emotional side, they had
a lot to play for and were always going
to be up for it in that first 20 or 30 min-
utes. It was just pleasing we managed to
wrestle back a bit of momentum after
halftime and got into the games.

The Hurricanes took 25 minutes to
score their first points of the match, a
try to prop Pasilio Tosi, which was lon-
ger than in any other match this season.

They previously have always scored in
the first 10 minutes.

They were frustrated Saturday by
tenacious defense from the Rebels who
twice held up the Hurricanes over the
goalline, preventing tries to Xavier
Numia and Brandon Iose.

lose, hooker Asafo Aumua and prop
Numia had run the ball strongly early in
the match but the finishing polish was
missing. That started to come just
before halftime when winger Josh
Moorby scored, making the score 14-6
at the break.

The Rebels still left a mark on the
match and on the season, winning five
matches.

“At the start of the year we talked
about being the greatest Rebels team
ever,” captain Rob Leota said. “To
make the finals was great. Obviously
losing, we’re not happy with that. We
had high hopes to go further.

“I’m proud of the team, all our coach-
es and staff back home and all the
coaches and supporters in Melbourne.

RUGBY

Hopefully we can come back in the
next couple of years.”

The Blues used their strong set piece
to dominate possession and territory in
the first half against the Drua, scoring
tries through backrower Dalton Papali’i,
scrumhalf Finlay Christie and winger
Caleb Clarke. They led 22-0 at half-
time.

But the Drua got their hands on the
ball more often at the start of the second
half and scored a brilliant try through
winger Selestino Ravutaumada, who
dashed from halfway and finished with
a flamboyant dive.

The Blues couldn’t add to their lead
until the 64th minute when replacement
hooker Kurt Eklund scored their fourth
try. Clarke then scored his second to
seal the match.

“You knew what you were going to
get from the Drua, that’s fast-paced
footy and they certainly showed that
tonight,” Papali’i said. “I don’t think
the scoreboard reflects how tough a
game that was.”

The Blues lost captain Patrick
Tuipulotu in the first half to what
seemed a serious knee injury.

Oly rings mounted on Eiffel Tower to mark 50 days until Paris Games
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PARIS, June 8, (AP): The
Paris Olympics organiz-
ers on Friday unveiled a
display of the five Olym-
pic rings mounted on
the Eiffel Tower as the
French capital marks 50
days until the start of the
Summer Games.

The structure of rings,
made of recycled French
steel, was displayed on
the south side of the
135-year-old landmark in
central Paris, overlooking
the Seine River. Each ring
is 9 meters (30 feet) in di-
ameter.

Thousands of athletes
will parade through the
heart of the French capi-
tal on boats on the Seine
along a 6-kilometer (3.7-
mile) route in the opening
ceremony at sunset on
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The Olympic rings are seen on the Eiffel Tower Friday,
June 7, 2024, in Paris. The Paris Olympics organiz-
ers mounted the rings on the Eiffel Tower on Friday
as the French capital marks 50 days until the start of
the Summer Games. The 95-foot-long and 43-foot-
high structure of five rings, made entirely of recycled
French steel, will be displayed on the south side of the
135-year-old historic landmark in central Paris, over-
looking the Seine River. (AP)

July 26. There will be no
shortage of iconic venues
at the Paris Olympics.
The tower, nicknamed
La Dame de Fer (The Iron
Lady), will feature promi-
nently in the July 26-Aug.
11 Paris Games and the

OLYMPICS

following Paralympics.
Men’s and women’s
volleyball players will
compete at the foot of the
330-meter  (1,083-foot)
monument. They will be
watched by nearly 13,000
fans at the temporary Eif-
fel Tower Stadium on the
nearby Champ de Mars,
where Parisians and tour-
ists like to have picnics on

the grass or watch July 14
firework displays.

The Olympic and Para-
lympic medals in Paris
are being embedded with
pieces from a hexagonal
chunk of iron taken from
the tower.

The hugely popular
landmark in central Paris
has seen soaring visitor
numbers in the leadup to
the 2024 Games.

Two huge cranes were
used to lift the 30-ton
structure and mount it be-
tween the first and second
floors of the tower.

The Olympic rings will
be illuminated every night
with 100,000 LED bulbs
through the Paralympic
Games that start Aug. 28,
17 days after the Olym-
pics’ closing ceremony.

The Paralympics will
bring  together 4,400
athletes from 180 coun-
tries in 549 events and
22 sports. Many sports
will take place near land-
marks including the Eiffel
Tower, Versailles and the
Grand Palais.
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Tighter financial oversight recommended

Setting the bar: Barjas urges high standards for Kuwait sports leaders

KUWAIT CITY, June 8: Dhari Bar-
jas, Chairman of the Board of Direc-
tors of the Kuwait Basketball Asso-
ciation, emphasized the urgent need
for an integrated package of sports
legislation to address deficiencies in
the sports sector. This would create a
competitive sports environment and
a new model system, approved by
the general assemblies of clubs and
federations, capable of keeping pace
with the sports development seen in
other countries in the region.

He stated, “The ambitions among
young athletes are always high,
which is both good and necessary.
However, reality does not always
align with these aspirations, leading
to severe disappointment for many.
Therefore, the highest priority should
be the implementation of modern
sports laws that consider develop-
ment. These laws should guide sports
and youth forward, hold everyone
accountable, reward diligence, and
address negligence.”

Barjas highlighted that the sports
renaissance we aspire to requires es-
sential components. He emphasized
the need to establish new clubs and
sports centers in various governo-

Dhari

Barjas, Chairman of the
Board of Directors of the Kuwait
Basketball Association.

rates to accommodate the increasing
population and engage youth in new
areas. Additionally, there should be
increased financial support for clubs
and federations, coupled with strin-
gent administrative and financial
oversight to evaluate performance
and hold under-performers account-

able.

Barjas also pointed out the neces-
sity of developing regulations that
control the outcomes of the general
assemblies in clubs and federations.
He suggested that there must be
high standards for those applying for
membership on the boards of direc-
tors of clubs and federations. This

BASKETBALL

would ensure that the most qualified
individuals occupy leadership posi-
tions, free from temporary electoral
considerations and the immediate in-
terests of candidates and voters.

He stressed the importance of
cooperation between clubs and
federations for the public good,
noting, “Clubs are the primary and
sole financiers of players at vari-
ous age levels. It is essential for
them to cooperate with each other
to exchange experiences, develop
the sports system, and coordinate
with federations to achieve com-
mon goals.” Barjas also pointed to
the necessity of contracting the best
technical and administrative per-
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sonnel to advance the development
of various sports.

Afghanistan rout New Zealand

Canada, Bangladesh win at Twenty20 World Cup

PROVIDENCE, Guyana,
June 8, (AP): Rahmanul-
lah Gurbaz and Ibrahim
Zadran shared a second
consecutive century stand
which led Afghanistan to
an 84-run win over New
Zealand on Friday and put
it in charge of Group C at
cricket’s Twenty20 World
Cup.

Gurbaz and Ibrahim put on 154
in a 125-run win over Uganda in
Afghanistan’s opening match and
made 103 for the first wicket in a
total of 159-6 as Afghanistan bat-
ted first after New Zealand won the
toss.

Fazalhaq Farooqi and Rashid
Khan both took 4-17 as New Zea-
land was bowled out for 75 in the

16th over, its fourth-lowest T20 to-
tal.

CRICKET

Earlier Friday in Dallas, Nicholas
Kirton scored 49 off 35 balls to help
Canada earn its first win at a T20
World Cup by 12 runs over Ireland.
In the third match Friday in New
York, Bangladesh beat Sri Lanka by
two wickets with six balls remain-
ing in a tense match, consigning Sri
Lanka to its second consecutive loss
in Group D.

Gurbaz and Ibrahim are only the
third pair and first openers to post
back-to-back century partnerships at
a Twenty20 World Cup. They stayed
together until the 15th over Friday
when Ibrahim was out for 44 from
41 balls.

Gurbaz finally was out in the 20th
over, having made 80 from 56 balls
with five fours and five sixes. The
Afghanistan innings contained nine
sixes and 10 fours.

“We were waiting for this match
for the last three years,” Gurbaz said.
“We played them at the World Cup
three years ago and they beat us. Fi-
nally we beat them. We had the trust
and belief in ourselves from the very
start.” New Zealand came into the
tournament as one of the favorites
after reaching at least the semifinals
at the last six white-ball World Cups
- 50-over one-day internationals and
Twenty20 matches.

But it also came into its opening
match with no local warm-up match
and with most players having been
inactive for some time. That showed
in the field where their performance
featured dropped catches, over-
throws and misfields.

“Afghanistan outplayed us in

League concludes

Honoring a legend: Retirement ceremony for Siwan

By Khaled El Anzi
Al-Seyassah/ArabTimes Staff

KUWAIT CITY, June 8: Today marks
the conclusion of the 2023-2024 hand-
ball season, with the final round of the
Premier League taking place at the
Sheikh Saad Al Abdullah Complex

Hall. The matches kick off with Al
Salmiya facing Al Arabi at 4:30 p.m.,
followed by Burgan taking on Kazma
at 6 p.m., and the evening wraps up
with Kuwait playing against Al-Qadis-
iyaat 7:30 p.m.

Al-Abyad secured the league title for
the 12th consecutive time and the 14th in

Faisal Siwan

Bangladesh’s Towhid Hridoy hits a six during the men’s T20 World Cup
cricket match between Sri Lanka and Bangladesh at Grand Prairie Sta-
dium, Grand Prairie, Texas. (AP)

all facets of the game,” New Zea-
land captain Kane Williamson said.
“From our perspective it wasn’t
good enough in terms of starting
a tournament. Very frustrating.”
Nicholas Kirton helped Canada
score 137-7 in 20 overs after it was
put into bat. Shreyas Movva also
contributed 37 runs. In reply, Ire-
land was restricted to 125-7 with
medium pacers Jeremy Gordon and

Dillon Heyliger taking two wickets
each.

Canada is competing at the T20
World Cup for the first time, and
lost its opening game to the United
States. The U.S. followed that win
with a huge upset victory Thursday
over Pakistan.

“It was a good wicket to bat on,
except a couple of patches in the
middle,” Kirton said. “It was impor-

its history since the seventh round. They
currently lead the team standings with 38
points, while Kazma and Al-Qadisiyah,
with 32 and 31 points respectively, and
vie for third and fourth places. Al-Arabi
and Al-Salmiya each have 25 points, and
Burgan has 20 points.

The league’s conclusion will feature
a retirement ceremony for Faisal Si-
wan, a former star of the national team
and Sulaibkhat Club. The event, under
the patronage of Ahmed Al-Shahoumi,
former Vice President of the National
Assembly and honorary president of
the Al-Qurain Club, includes an exhi-
bition match between veteran players

HANDBALL

of the “Blue Hand.”

Siwan, currently serving as the di-
rector of national teams in the Hand-
ball Federation, began his career at
Sulaibikhat Club in 1992. He repre-
sented the national junior and youth
teams in 1997 and played for the First
Blue from 1999 to 2014. Siwan boasts
a decorated career, winning multi-
ple league and cup titles with various
clubs and international tournaments.

In the Handball League, Kazma
will face Al-Salmiya, and Al-Qadisiya
will play against Sulaibikhat in the
13th and final round.

Additionally, the senior and the jun-
ior teams, have commenced training as
part of preparations for upcoming in-
ternational competitions, including an
international tournament in Croatia and
Slovenia.

tant to get set and bounce back from
defeat in the first game.” Kirton hit
three fours and two sixes, follow-
ing on from the 51 he scored against
the U.S. He put on 75 off 63 balls
with Movva for the fifth wicket - a
partnership that turned the game for
Canada.

Bangladesh opened its campaign
with its two-wicket win over Sri
Lanka in a match which became
much closer than it should have
been.

Sri Lanka posted 124-9 batting
first but lost its last seven wickets for
54 runs in just over 11 overs. Opener
Pathum Nissanka top-scored with 47
from 28 balls.

Bangladesh seemed to be coast-
ing to victory at 109-5 in the 17th
over, needing 16 runs from 28 balls.
Towhid Hridoy made 40 from 20
balls and Litton Das 30 from 38 to
set Bangladesh up for what seemed
likely to be an easy win.

‘Not a good surface to play an international match on’

Mystery pitch awaits crestfallen Pakistan against India

WESTBURY, New York, June 8, (AP):
A crestfallen Pakistan goes into its
grudge game against archrival India at
cricket’s Twenty20 World Cup on Sun-
day with still-painful memories of its
huge upset defeat by the United States.

The U.S. beat Pakistan in Group A
game with a historic win in the Super
Over at Dallas on Thursday to register
its second successive victory in its de-
but World Cup.

Pakistan captain Babar Azam can-
not afford another loss that might put
his team’s progress to the Super 8
playoff stage in serious danger.

Nothing seems to have gone right
for Pakistan since the Babar-led team
lost the T20 World Cup final against
England in 2022. Pakistan lost T20
internationals against Afghanistan, un-
derstrength New Zealand, Ireland and
England before losing to the U.S in the
shock upset on Thursday.

The reaction back home in Pakistan
was predictable.

“USA grounded Pakistan in their

opening game,” wrote former Pakistan
fast bowler Wagar Younis on the so-
cial media site X. “History’s been reg-
istered. Pakistan looked exhausted and
helpless in the field. Congrats USA for
a thumping victory.”

Fellow for-
mer  Pakistan
fast bowler
Shoaib  Akhtar
added: “Unfor-
tunately  Paki-
stan never de-
served to win.”

And the
struggles  for
Pakistan might
continue. ‘

A set  of Azam
mystery  drop-
in pitches that has a variable bounce
at the purpose-built 34,000-capacity
stadium on Long Island in Westbury,
New York awaits Babar’s struggling
batters against the likes of Indian
fast bowlers Jasprit Bumrah and Mu-

hammed Siraj.

Former Zimbabwe captain Andy
Flower criticized the pitches in New
York, saying they were bordering on
dangerous.

“I’ve got to say that is not a good sur-
face to play an international match on,”
Flower said, “It’s bordering on danger-
ous. You saw the ball bouncing from a
length both ways, skidding low occasion-
ally ... and striking people on the thumb,
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on the gloves, on the helmet and making
life very very difficult for any batsman.”

Former Indian cricketer Sanjay
Manjrekar said there’s something not
quite right with the preparation of the
pitches.

“Either the pitch has been under-
prepared or something that is beyond
their control,” he said. “I’m sure it’s
not a lack of effort. At the most what
they can do is keep rolling that drop-in

pitch. But they have a problem on their
hands. Inherently there’s something
wrong with the pace of the surface.”

Sri Lanka was bowled out for 77 by
South Africa and India dismissed Ire-
land for 96 in its opening group game.

Babar has reunited with his tried and
tested opening partner Mohammad Ri-
zwan but it’s the middle-order that has
not given any sort of momentum for
Pakistan, except for Fakhar Zaman.

The pace quartet is off-color too and
failed to provide early breakthroughs.
And Haris Rauf conceded 15 off the
last over against U.S. during the regu-
lation game and Mohammad Amir,
who ended his retirement to play in
the World Cup, bowled a costly 18-run
Super Over against the U.S.

India looks like a more settled side
with the experience of Rohit Sharma
and Virat Kohli up front and have an
added advantage of experiencing the
conditions in New York. They played a
warm-up game against Bangladesh and
then thumped Ireland by seven wickets.

Special Olympics Athletes Council.

Khalil elected president of Kuwaiti
Special Olympics athletes’ councill

KUWAIT CITY, June 8: The local
leadership council for Kuwaiti Spe-
cial Olympics athletes concluded its
inaugural session with elections to ap-
point the council’s leaders for the next
four years. Youssef Khalil was recom-
mended as president of the council,
Sheikha Al-Hindi was elected as the
first vice president, and Ali Al-Shayea
was elected as the second vice presi-
dent. The conclusion of the council’s
first session was attended by Rehab
Bouresli, National Director of Special
Olympics Kuwait, Dirar Al-Rabah,
Vice Chairman of the Board of Direc-
tors of Al-Ambuh Club, and Siddiga
Al-Ansari, Secretary of the Club and
Chairman of the Families Council.
Rehab Bouresli expressed her hap-
piness with the positive outcomes of

the council’s work and workshops,
held over more than a month, which
empowered leading athletes with intel-
lectual disabilities, boosting their self-
confidence and providing them with
skills to enhance their independence.
These efforts aimed to help them man-
age their personal affairs, discuss and
present their issues, and rehabilitate
them for better societal integration and
effective participation in the country’s
development process.

Bouresli praised the athletes’ level
of awareness and engagement with
the workshop topics, which included
self-confidence and leadership skills,
confronting bullying, healthy nutri-
tion, the importance of sports, the safe
use of social media, and public speak-
ing skills.

Al-Qadisiya to release 10 players

Al-Arabi’s Salama ‘avoids’ surgery,
undergoes two-month knee rehab

By Hassan Musa
Al-Seyassah/ArabTimes Staff

KUWAIT CITY, June 8: Al-Arabi
Club has announced that first team
player Bandar Salama will not require
surgery. Following an assessment by
his German doctor, it was confirmed
that Salama needs a specialized knee-
strengthening program lasting two
months, after which he will resume
regular training.

Salama sustained a severe injury dur-
ing a match against Kuwait in the Zain
Premier League, resulting in a partial
tear of the lateral ligament in his knee.
Consequently, he traveled to Germany
for medical examinations, which deter-
mined that a 60-day physical therapy
program would suffice for his recovery.

Salama is set to commence knee-
strengthening exercises under the Ger-
man doctor’s supervision this week. He
aims to be fully prepared for the new sea-
son, ready to support both Al-Arabi and
the Kuwaiti national team, from which
he has been absent due to his injury.

Previously, Salama suffered a cruci-

A file photo of Bandar Al Salama challenging for the ball.

ate ligament injury in the season before
last and also endured a collarbone frac-
ture. Despite these setbacks, he made a
strong comeback last season.

On the local club front, 10 players are
likely to leave Al-Qadisiya before the
new season starts. Their chances of re-
maining with the team have diminished,
especially following the new regulation
reducing the team roster to 25 players.

Among those expected to be released
are Nayef Zuwaid, Abdulaziz Nassari,
Dhari Saeed, Sultan Salbukh, Talal
Al-Ansari, and Abdullah Al-Shamali.
Additionally, several players are set to
be loaned out for the season, includ-
ing Ahmed Shabib, Meshal Khaled,
Khaled Sabah, and Muhammad Khalil.

Abdullah Mawi was the first to
leave, joining Al-Fahaheel immedi-
ately after the end of the past season.

Al-Nasr’s goalkeeper and captain,
Mohamed Hadi, bid farewell to his
club. Hadi announced his departure
from “Al-Annabi” after the conclusion
of the past season. The former interna-
tional goalkeeper has not yet revealed
his next destination.
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Canada’s captain Saad Zafar bowls against Ireland during an ICC Men’s
T20 World Cup cricket match at the Nassau County International Cricket
Stadium in Westbury, New York. (AP)
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Italy’s Jasmine Paolini plays a
shot against Poland’s Iga Swiatek
during the women'’s final of the
French Open tennis tournament
at the Roland Garros stadium in
Paris, France. (AP)

Blues sweat on fitness of lbrahim

orts

Latest sports scores at — http://sports.arabtimesonline.com

Kuwait resume training as Afghans arrive for decisive qualifier

By Khaled El Anzi
Al-Seyassah/ArabTimes Staff

KUWAIT CITY, June 8: Kuwait
resumed training at the sub-field
of Jaber Al-Ahmad International
Stadium after returning on Friday
from its goalless draw against In-
dia in Kolkata at Salt Lake Stadium
last Thursday in the fifth round of
Group A in the joint Asian quali-
fiers for the 2026 World Cup in the
USA, Mexico, and Canada, and the
2027 Asian Cup in Saudi Arabia.
Al-Azraq is preparing to host the

Afghanistan Tuesday, at Ali Sabah
Al-Salem Stadium, in the sixth and
final round of the group qualifiers.
Kuwait needs to win, while hoping

SOCCER

for India to draw or lose to Qatar on
the same day.

Kuwait currently ranks fourth with
4 points, behind India and Afghani-
stan (5 points each), and group leader
Qatar (13 points), who has already
secured the first qualifying spot.

Khaled lbrahim

Kuwait put on a convincing per-
formance against India and was
close to winning, but haste and
bad luck plagued the attackers.
The team also missed the efforts of
center-back Khaled Ibrahim in the
last minutes due to injury, who is
scheduled to undergo medical ex-
aminations to ensure his readiness
to participate against Afghanistan.

The Afghans arrived yesterday
and will train at the sub-field of Ali
Sabah Al-Salem Stadium.

Portuguese coach Rui Pinto ex-
pressed satisfaction with Kuwait’s

performance against India, emphasiz-
ing that the team was the better side,
which gives reason for optimism.

On the other hand, India coach
Igor Stimac stated that the draw
was a logical result, despite his
disappointment. “The match was
difficult,” he said. “The draw was
a realistic result. The Kuwaiti team
started with more confidence, and
it took us some time to create dan-
ger in front of the goal. However,
our passing speed was effective in
penetrating their defense.”

Stimac concluded, “We don’t

have time to feel sorry because our
chance still exists. I need to make
the players believe in their ability
to face the Asian Cup champions in
the next five days.”

Afghanistan’s English coach,
Ashley Westwood, commented on
the scoreless draw with Qatar last
Thursday, saying, “Getting a point
against the Asian Cup champions is
always difficult.”

He added, “The players are ex-
cited, and we believe that we have
a chance to make history for Af-
ghan football by qualifying.”

Swiatek overwhelms Paolini for
third straight French Open title

Pole stretches winning streak to 21 matches in Paris

PARIS, June 8, (AP): For
a few minutes, anyway, it
seemed as if Iga Swiatek
was a bit off in the French
Open final against Jasmine
Paolini. Swiatek kept mak-
ing mistakes and got bro-
ken early to trail Saturday

at Court Philippe Chatrier.

Might a true surprise be in the
offing? Could Paolini not only
make a match of this, but actually
win it? Um, no. Not even close.

The top-seeded Swiatek recalibrated
her wayward strokes and simply over-
whelmed Paolini, grabbing 10 games
in a row en route to a 6-2, 6-1 victory
that gave her a third consecutive cham-
pionship at Roland Garros and fourth
in five years.

“I love this place, honestly,”
Swiatek said. “I wait every year to
come back here.”

She stretched her French Open win-
ning streak to 21 matches, and her ca-
reer record at the place is now 35-2.

The 23-year-old from Poland is the
first woman with three trophies in a

row in Paris since Justine Henin from
2005 to 2007.

“I have to say congratulations to
you, Iga,” said the 12th-seeded Paolini,
a 28-year-old from Italy appearing in
her first Slam final. “I think to play you
here is the toughest challenge in this
sport.”

Swiatek also won the French Open
in 2020 and the U.S. Open in 2022 and
is now 5-0 in major finals.

After a scare in the second round
last week against Naomi Osaka, when
Swiatek needed to save a match point,
this represented a fifth straight lop-
sided win. Swiatek took every set in
that span and only ceded a total of 17
games.

“I was almost out of the tournament
in the second round, so thank you guys
for kind of staying behind my back
and cheering for me,” Swiatek told a
crowd dotted by red-and-white Polish
flags. “I also needed to believe that this
one is going to be possible. It’s been a
really emotional tournament.”

Here’s just one other indication
of how dominant Swiatek is on clay:
She added this triumph to those on the
slow surface at Madrid and Rome last
month, becoming the first woman to
win all three events since Serena Wil-

liams did it in 2013.

During Saturday’s postmatch cer-
emony, Swiatek was flanked by a pair
of women who each won 18 Grand
Slam singles titles, Chris Evert and
Martina Navratilova. Evert said be-
fore this French Open that she thinks
Swiatek could eventually surpass her
women’s record of seven champion-
ships in Paris.

TENNIS

Paolini had never been past the
second round at one of the four most
important tennis tournaments until get-
ting to the fourth round at the Austral-
ian Open in January. Paolini will play
in the French Open women’s doubles
final on Sunday with partner Sara Er-
rani against 2023 U.S. Open singles
champion Coco Gauff and Katerina
Siniakova.

“The best days of my life, I think,”
said Paolini, who will rise to a career-
best No. 7 in the WTA rankings next
week. “It’s been a very intense 15
days. I'm really happy and I'm proud
of me and my team.”

Before the final began, a loud chant
of “Let’s go, Jasmine! Let’s go!” arose
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from two rows of Paolini’s supporters
in the lower bowl of the stands, each
one wearing a T-shirt in one of the
colors of the Italian flag: green, white
or red. They would reprise that song,
in English, interspersing it with claps.

After Swiatek got the match’s first
point, a fan yelled in French, “Jasmine,
it’s not over!”

Swiatek briefly went through a
shaky stretch, failing to convert a
break point in the second game, then
getting broken to trail 2-1 after 13
minutes when she flubbed a forehand,
sending it way long.

It was Swiatek’s seventh unforced
error of the afternoon; Paolini had
made only one by then. But the rest of
the way, those numbers were six un-
forced errors by Swiatek, 17 by Pao-
lini.

That’s because Swiatek, who heard
plenty of “Iga!” chants, immediately
reset herself and began playing the sort
of tennis that has kept her ranked No.
1 for nearly every week since April
2022. The instincts and footwork to
get to almost any shot an opponent can
offer. The intimidating, heavy-spin
forehands. The prematch strategy and
midmatch adjustments that can shift
things her way.
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Ball kids pose with Poland’s Iga Swiatek who holds the trophy after winning the women’s final of the French Open tennis tournament against Italy’s Jas-

mine Paolini at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, France. (AP)

Resilience amidst suspension: Kuwaiti sports’ road to redemption

Athletes optimistic about the promising ‘new era’ ahead

By Khaled EI Anzi
Al-Seyassah/ArabTimes Staff

KUWAIT CITY, June 8: Over the past
two decades, Kuwaiti sports faced nu-
merous challenges hindering its progress
and growth. Among these, the most sig-
nificant setback occurred in 2015 when
the International Olympic Committee
suspended Kuwaiti sports due to per-
ceived government interference, stem-
ming from a sports law deemed incom-
patible with Olympic principles.

This suspension, initially temporary
and then fully lifted in 2019, severely
impacted Kuwaiti sports, setting it
back decades. It deprived national
teams and clubs of international par-
ticipation, undermining the aspirations
of generations aspiring to represent
Kuwait in global competitions and rel-
egating Kuwait to the bottom of world
rankings.

However, with the dawn of a new
era under the leadership of His High-

Jaber Al-Zanki

ness the Amir Sheikh Mishal Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and the
appointment of His Highness Sheikh
Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad as Crown
Prince, optimism surged among ath-

Saleh Al-Asfour

letes. Their commitment to overcom-
ing obstacles and the government’s
renewed interest signaled a promising
resurgence in Kuwaiti sports.
Recognizing the need for systemic

change, national coach Saleh Al-
Asfour emphasized the absence of
sporting interest from officials over
the years, particularly in youth sports.
He underscored the urgency for a long-
term plan to rejuvenate Kuwaiti sports,
expressing optimism in the govern-
ment’s reform agenda.

Jaber Al-Zanki, a member of the
Board of Directors of Al-Shabab Club,
echoed the call for government inter-
vention to reclaim Kuwait’s sports
leadership in the Gulf and beyond. He
emphasized the necessity of upgrading
sports facilities and implementing pro-
fessionalism to enable athletes to excel
on regional and international platforms.

Al-Zanki highlighted the need for
continuity in leadership, lamenting the
disruption caused by frequent changes
in sports officials. He emphasized the
importance of sustained, long-term
planning to prevent stagnation and
ensure continuous progress in Kuwaiti
sports development.

Al-Adwani highlights the role of clubs

Revitalizing Kuwaiti Sports: A new
era of development & investment

KUWAIT CITY, June 8: Qayed Al-
Adwani, the Secretary General of the
Handball Association, discussed the
challenging period Kuwaiti sports
faced during the suspension, which
significantly impacted the perfor-
mance of clubs and national teams by
preventing their participation in inter-
national competitions for nearly five
years. This suspension “destroyed” the
progress of Kuwaiti sports.

He explained that when the ban was
lifted, Kuwait found itself at the bot-
tom of world rankings in all sports.
Rebuilding teams to compete inter-
nationally will take many years, even
to reach half the level they once were.
Despite these challenges, handball has
shown some improvement, and the re-
cent hard work is beginning to yield
results, albeit not completely.

Al-Adwani emphasized that current
efforts in Kuwaiti sports are due to in-
dividual diligence, and much depends
on the response to these efforts. He
stressed the need for sports specializa-
tion, noting that modern sports require
a scientific approach, financial invest-
ment, and proper facilities to keep pace
with global advancements.

He pointed out that clubs are funda-
mental to sports development, as they
attract players and young talents, es-
tablishing a scientific sporting founda-
tion that enhances performance levels.
Al-Adwani cited the Tennis Federa-
tion as an example of successful pri-
vate sector investment, which created
a world-class sports facility, hosted
international championships, benefited
local players, and generated significant
investment income for Kuwaiti sports.

Al-Adwani believes that involving
the private sector in sports will lead
to development, combining financial
resources with sports science to create
an advanced sports environment. This
approach can form teams capable of
representing Kuwait internationally.

He argued that sports should be a
“state project,” built on scientific and
sports foundations, with the private
sector as a key partner. He highlight-
ed the lack of dedicated facilities for
the Handball Federation, one of the
most successful collective federations,
which currently relies on the outdated
Daiya headquarters and the non-owned
Sabah Al-Salem headquarters. He
called for government involvement in
sports projects, similar to developed
countries, to attract commercial inter-
est through international tournaments,

Qayed Al-Adwani

effectively marketing the country.

Al-Adwani expressed optimism about
the new era under the leadership of His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Mishal Al-
Ahmad Al -Jaber Al-Sabah and His
Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Sa-
bah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad. He hopes the
government will show greater interest in
sports, viewing it as an investment that
can generate new financial income for
the country. He believes that with the
right resources, including privatization
of sports, high-quality facilities, and pri-
vate sector involvement, Kuwait can cre-
ate a global sports presence and surpass
previous achievements.

Mishal Al-Qabandi, a member of
the Association, highlighted the im-
portance of developing sports from
various aspects, including the techni-
cal, administrative, financial, and legal
fields. He emphasized that successful
sports facilities require specialized de-
partments to ensure their effectiveness,
positively impacting the overall level
of the sport.

Al-Qabandi also pointed out the
need for modern communication be-
tween sports institutions and the gov-
ernment. He criticized the reliance on
paper correspondence, which delays
tournament preparations and deters
Arab, Gulf, continental, and interna-
tional federations from organizing
tournaments in Kuwait. He advocated
for the adoption of electronic corre-
spondence to ensure timely tourna-
ment organization and readiness of
sports facilities.

Best of the Rest

Ivory Coast consolidate lead:
The Cote d’Ivoire national team con-
solidates its place at the top of Group
F after its 1-0 home victory Friday in
Korhogo against Gabon in the 2026
FIFA World Cup African qualifers.

The only goal of the game was
scored in the 35th minute by mid-
fielder Seko Fofana.

With this victory, Cote d’Ivoire
continued to lead Group F with
nine points, followed by Gabon (six
points), putting itself in a favorable
position to secure a direct qualifica-
tion to the finals of the 2026 FIFA
World Cup in Canada, the United
States and Mexico.

In its new configuration, the 2026
FIFA World Cup will bring together
48 national teams compared to 32
previously. (Xinhua)
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‘Argentina Copa favorites’: Ar-
gentina captain Lionel Messi has de-
clared the Albiceleste frontrunners to
win the upcoming Copa America in
the United States.

The reigning World Cup and Copa
America champions will begin their
title defense against Canada on June
20 before also facing Chile and Peru
in the group stage.

“I think that Argentina is always
the favorite,” Messi said in an inter-
view with Argentine news service

Infobae.

“Even before the current period [of
success], Argentina was a candidate,
just like Brazil. This Copa America
will be no exception.” The 36-year-
old Inter Miami forward added: “I
think all of the South American teams
are very strong right now. Uruguay is
very good, Colombia, Ecuador. Each
game will be a tough contest and it’s
going to be a very even tournament.”
Argentina will finalize their prepara-
tions for the world’s oldest continen-
tal football competition with friend-
lies against Ecuador and Guatemala
on June 9 and 14. (Xinhua)
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Ortega signs extension: Man-
chester City goalkeeper Stefan Ortega
has signed a one-year contract exten-
sion, saying he feels “motivated and
challenged” at the English champion.

The 31-year-old German, who
joined the club in 2022, extended his
stay to the summer of 2026.

Ortega is City’s back-up goal-
keeper but injury to Ederson meant
he came on against Tottenham in a
crucial Premier League match when
he denied Son Heung-min with a fine
save late on, featured in City’s final
league game and made his 20th ap-
pearance of the campaign in the FA
Cup final defeat to Manchester Unit-
ed. (AP)
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