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KUNA photo
Chief of the Army General Staff, Lieutenant General Pilot Bandar Al-Muzain, during a field inspection visit to the Marine Naval Forces base.

Chief-of-Staff visits Marine Forces

Kuwait army ready to face security threats: Al-Muzain

Kuwait condemns Israeli Knesset’s
calling UNRWA as ‘terrorist’ outfit

Some ‘bedoun’ can go 
for studies, med care
KUWAIT CITY, July 25: The Ministry of Interior, 
through the General Department of Nationality and Travel 
Documents, has lifted the “ban and withdrawal” restric-
tions on bedoun passports under Article 17 for certain 
individuals whose cases are being thoroughly studied, re-
ports Al-Qabas daily.

This decision follows a thorough verification process 
to ensure the accuracy of the cases and the completion of 
required paperwork.

According to responsible sources, the lifting of the re-
strictions is part of a review of medical cases requiring 
treatment abroad.

KUWAIT CITY, July 25, (KUNA): Kuwait’s 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs condemned on 
Wednesday the Israeli occupation Knesset’s des-
ignation of the UN Relief and Works Agency for 
Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) as 
a “terrorist” organization.

In a statement, the Ministry said that the Is-
raeli move is a clear encroachment on the UN 
and its agencies, and a dangerous challenge to 
a UN humanitarian agency tasked with alleviat-
ing the sufferings of the brotherly Palestinian 
people in the besieged Gaza Strip and across the 
region.

The State of Kuwait urged again the interna-
tional community to take decisive steps against 
these Israeli plots that aim to eliminate UNRWA 
and end its humanitarian and social support for 
Palestinian refugees and protect their right to re-
turn to their homes, it stressed.

Meanwhile , Kuwait’s Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs welcomed Wednesday the statement issued 
by UN Special Envoy for Yemen Hans Grund-
berg’s office on an agreement reached between 
Yemen’s government and Ansarullah group on 
de-escalation regarding the country’s banking 
sector and airways.

KUWAIT CITY, July 25, 
(KUNA): Chief of Staff of Ku-
wait Army Lieutenant General 
Bandar Al-Muzain affirmed the 
need to be alert and ready to de-
fend Kuwait’s security against 
threats.

Al-Muzain made the remarks 
in a press statement on Thursday, 
after concluding a visit to the ma-
rine force, where he hailed their 
efforts to protect the country’s 
marine borders and waters.

During the visit, Al-Muzain 
learned of the duties and tasks 
executed by the marine force, 
its preparation to face threats 
and the future plans and training 
courses for its members.

Chief of the General Staff Al-
Muzain emphasized the need to 
achieve the highest levels of vig-
ilance, readiness, and prepared-
ness to safeguard the security and 
safety of the homeland from any 
external threats. He stressed the 
importance of continuing this ap-
proach and enhancing capabili-
ties through ongoing training and 
self-development.

This statement was made in 
a press release issued by the 
General Staff following a field 
inspection visit by Lieutenant 
General Al-Muzain to the Naval 
Forces and its various units. He 
praised their role in defending 
the country’s maritime borders 
and territorial waters.

Lieutenant General Al-Muzain 
also noted that the wise leader-
ship pays great attention to pro-
viding all necessary resources to 
ensure the superiority and per-
manent readiness of the armed 
forces. 

Shocking data on 
unused gov’t land
KUWAIT CITY, July 25: A recent report 
from the Committee for Inventorying 
Unutilized Lands, Buildings, and Leased 
Sites, affiliated with government agen-
cies, has uncovered alarming figures, re-
ports Al-Rai daily. 

According to the initial findings, 30 out 
of 55 entities possess unutilized lands and 
buildings, while 35 entities own leased 
sites. The total value of building lease 
contracts with these entities amounts to 
approximately 31 million dinars.

According to the key findings the report 
indicates that 344 plots of land and 161 
buildings inside Kuwait remain unused. 

Additionally, there are 8 unused plots 
abroad and 2 buildings outside Kuwait 
owned by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

The top offenders, according to the re-
port are the Ministry of Electricity which 
leads with 117 unused plots, followed by 
the Ministry of Interior with 54, and the 
Ministry of Public Works with 45. 

In terms of buildings, the Ministry of 
Information tops the list with 147 unused 
structures.

Moreover, the daily added, 14 govern-
ment entities did not provide the required 
data, including the Public Authority for 
Industry and the Ministry of Education.

Given this situation, the Kuwait Mu-
nicipality has been advised to reclaim 
unutilized lands that have exceeded the 
municipal decision’s time frame.

The report said unused buildings 
should be reallocated to other govern-
ment agencies or transferred to the Ku-
wait Municipality if not needed.

KUWAIT CITY, July 25, 
(KUNA): Cleanup efforts to 
remove any forms of pollution 
triggered by an oil spill off Ku-
wait’s southern waters are now 
complete, state-run Kuwait Oil 
Company (KOC) said on Thurs-
day, hailing the “timely” manner 
in which the procedure was car-
ried out. 

KOC teams were quick to re-
spond to an oil spill that spread 
over two kilometers on Tuesday 
off the southern Al-Julaiah shore-
line, employing effective equip-
ment to clean up any lingering 
remains, the company’s spokes-
man Ghanim Al-Otaibi said in a 
statement.

❑     ❑     ❑

AMMAN: Jordan’s King Ab-
dullah II issued a decree Thurs-
day dissolving the Lower House 
of Parliament as of 25 July 2024 
ahead of the upcoming elections.

On April 24, the independent 
electoral commission set Sep-
tember 10 a date for the coming 
parliamentary elections which 
would held in line with a new 
electoral law.

The new law, passed by the 
parliament in January 2022, stip-
ulates a gradual increase in politi-
cal parties’ seats in parliament, 
starting from a percentage rang-
ing between 30 to 50 percent, un-
til reaching 65 percent during the 
next 10 years. (KUNA)

❑     ❑     ❑

WASHINGTON: US Central 
Command (USCENTCOM) 
forces successfully destroyed 
two Iranian-backed Houthi mis-
siles on launchers in a Houthi-
controlled area of Yemen.

In a statement late Wednesday, 
CENTCOM said it was deter-
mined these weapons presented 
an imminent threat to US, coali-
tion forces, and merchant vessels 
in the region. (KUNA)

Kuwait wraps up
‘oil spill’ cleanup

By Marwa Al-Bahrawi
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, July 25: The Minister of 
Health, Dr. Ahmad Al-Awadhi, inaugurated 
the kidney dialysis unit at Sabah Al-Ahmad 
Health Center (Sector E), which has a capac-
ity to serve 120 patients. In a press statement, 
Dr. Al-Awadhi highlighted that the opening 
of the unit underscores the ministry’s dedica-
tion to maintaining the highest standards of 
professional quality and patient safety. The 
unit is equipped with 20 state-of-the-art dialy-
sis machines and staffed by a team of highly 
specialized doctors and nurses in the field of 
kidney dialysis.

Dr. Al-Awadhi noted that approximately 
25 patients from the Sabah Al-Ahmad Resi-
dential City currently require dialysis. The 
new unit alleviates the burden of traveling to 
Al-Adan Hospital three times a week, thereby 
enhancing patient comfort and reducing hard-
ship.

Additionally, Dr. Bassam Al-Hilal, Head of 
the Kidney Diseases Unit at the Mohammad 
Al-Khazam Center for Kidney Diseases and 
Dialysis at Al-Adan Hospital, emphasized 
that the opening of this unit is a significant 
step towards achieving comprehensive health 
coverage across Kuwait, in line with interna-
tional standards. The new center aims to pro-
vide the highest level of service to patients.

Meanwhile, the Ministry of Health inaugu-
rated a new medical warehouse at Al-Adan 
Hospital, dedicated to the strategic storage of 
medicines and medical supplies. This facil-
ity is a key component of the new Al-Adan 
Hospital project, overseen by the Engineering 
Affairs and Projects Sector of the Ministry of 
Health.

Dr. Ahmad Al-Awadhi, the Minister of 
Health, emphasized that the establishment 
of these warehouses aligns with the strategic 
plan to enhance the country’s drug stock and 
ensure drug security. He reiterated the Minis-
try’s commitment to maintaining the highest 
standards in storage and safety to guarantee 
the quality of medicines, consumables, and 
medical services provided to citizens.

Al-Awadhi noted that the warehouses, 
covering the Ahmadi health area, bolster the 
country’s strategic stock. They offer a storage 
capacity of 10,993 square meters, with 8,000 
storage units, and stand 14 meters high.

Assistant Undersecretary for Medicines 
and Medical Equipment Affairs, Khaled Al-
Yassin, highlighted the significance of this 
project, noting that the warehouses occupy an 
area of approximately 12,000 square meters.

Minister opens new
kidney dialysis unit

KPC & Saudi Aramco set to
float Durra gas field tender

Massive quantity of gas, oil for extraction

By Najeh Bilal
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, July 25: The KPC and Saudi Aramco have complet-
ed studies and are preparing to float a tender for the giant engineering, 

supply, construction, and installation in the Durra offshore gas field, 
according to the British “Oil Price” website.

Informed sources told Al-Seyassah that KPC and Saudi Aramco are working jointly to 
implement the project according to established timelines. Joint meetings are ongoing to 
ensure the project’s timely execution.

The website, which special-
izes in global oil and gas news, 
estimated that once production 
begins, the Dorra field will pro-
duce about one billion cubic feet 
per day of gas and 84,000 barrels 
per day of condensate.

The tendering process is ex-
pected to begin very soon. 

Last April, Gulf Oil Company 
signed a contract for preliminary 
engineering works for the Durra 
field and project management 
consultations for the gas and 
condensate processing facilities 
project for Kuwait’s share of the 
field. 

This contract was signed be-
tween Gulf Oil and Technip En-
ergies.

In other news, the recent de-
cision by the CEO of the Ku-
wait Petroleum Corporation 
(KPC), Sheikh Nawaf Al-Saud 
Al-Sabah, regarding the unified 
promotion system for filling po-
sitions at grades 17 and above 
in the oil sector, has reported 
increasing the maximum number 
of candidates from 10 to 15 for 
the initial selection for each va-
cant position. 

The system takes into account 
practical experience in the field 
for candidates within the oil sec-
tor, including those who have 
worked in Al-Khafji Joint Opera-
tions and international compa-
nies outside Kuwait in the oil and 
gas industry and comprehensive 
services. 

Exceptions are made for in-
dividuals who have not been 
at work for over 90 days due to 
reasons such as accompanying 
a patient who is an immediate 
relative, sick leave resulting from 
injury or accident, or illnesses re-
sulting from surgical operations.

The recent decision by Sheikh 
Nawaf Al-Saud Al-Sabah, CEO 
of the Kuwait Petroleum Corpo-
ration (KPC), includes an amend-
ment to the selection period for 
job candidates, extending it from 
3 years to 4 years. 

This decision, obtained by Al-
Seyassah, confirms that the new 
unified promotion system for 
positions at grades 17 and above 
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KUNA photo
Minister of Health, Dr. Ahmad Al-Awadhi 
gives instructions to one of the ministry’s 

officials. 

Photo by Mahmoud Jadeed
Engineer Ahmed Al Qallaf from the Department of Quality Adjustment at the 
Public Authority for Housing Welfare (PAHW) oversees the handover proce-
dures. For the third consecutive day, the First Group for General Trading and 
Contracting Company continues the initial handover procedures for the East 
Sabah Al-Ahmad Residential Project in collaboration with PAHW. – See Page 8

End violence: peace envoys

‘Eliminate abused children’s isolation’
WASHINGTON, July 25, (KUNA): 
Peace ambassadors for 2024, honored 
by Kuwait-America Foundation (CAF), 
have stressed the key role played in 
removing isolation from which child 
victims of violence all over the world 
suffer.

This came during an honoring dinner 
held by the CAF late Tuesday, in the 
presence of Kuwait’s Ambassador to 
the US Sheikha Al-Zain Al-Sabah, and 
Chairman of CAF Dr. Hassan Al-Ebra-

heem, and his deputy Fawzi al-Sultan 
as well as a number of dignitaries, aca-
demics, reporters and children, totaling 
54, chosen out of 77,000 participants 
across the globe.

During their speeches, the ambas-
sadors, children, focused on the means 
of combating violence and dealing with 
this problem in a proper way to avoid 
its repercussions. 

Continued on Page 5

KUWAIT CITY, July 25: The recent 
data from the Central Administra-
tion of Statistics shows that Kuwait’s 
consumer price index (CPI) inflation 
grew by 2.84% in June on an annual 
basis, reports Al-Jarida daily.

This figure highlights a persistent 
inflationary trend since the CPI base 
year was recalculated in 2017 to 
2013, rather than the previous 2007 
base year. 

Over the 78-month period stud-
ied, inflation in Kuwait has risen by 
18.4%, which is notably higher than 
in other Gulf countries, except where 
VAT impacts are considered, such as 
in Saudi Arabia and the UAE.

The inflation increase is primarily 
driven by substantial rises in specific 
categories -- food and beverages: 
39.2 percent; clothing and apparel: 
31.5 percent; entertainment and cul-
ture: 25.3 percent; communications: 
23.4 percent and transportation: 21.1 
percent.

Conversely, the “housing services” 
category saw a modest increase of 
4.5 percent, which is considered low 
since it does not account for residen-
tial transactions or rents. 

This discrepancy suggests that the 
actual inflation affecting consumers 
might be higher than reported.

Critics argue that the inflation 
data does not fully reflect real-world 
economic conditions due to outdated 
measurement methods and inad-
equate data collection practices. 

The Household Income and Ex-
penditure Survey, which is conducted 
every decade, fails to capture current 
trends in purchasing power and con-
sumer behavior, making the inflation 
statistics less meaningful.

The report points to several fac-
tors contributing to high inflation in 
Kuwait, including -- administrative 
failures in service and trade policies, 
monopolistic practices by commer-
cial agencies, high import costs due 
to limited local industry, poor qual-
ity of public services such as health 
and education and lack of effective 
monetary policies to manage market 
liquidity.

Continued on Page 5

Food, clothing dear

CPI inflation rises
nearly 3 pc in June



British gov’t announces £21mn support for UN agency amid Gaza crisis

Chmiel wished success in his duties

UK envoy hails Kuwait’s leadership in building int’l support for UNRWA

FM receives credentials of new 
Czech ambassador to Kuwait

Kuwait economic expert eyes
strategy to cut budget deficit

Need to streamline support programs: Dr Jader

By Najeh Bilal
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, July 25: 
Kuwait has faced a persis-
tent budget deficit exceed-
ing 33 billion dinars over 
the past decade, with pro-
jections indicating the defi-
cit could reach 26 billion 
dinars over the next four 
years.

In light of this, Dr. Abdul-
lah Al-Abdul Jader, an admin-
istrative advisor and economic 
expert, has proposed a compre-
hensive strategy to mitigate the 
fiscal shortfall and potentially 
achieve budget surpluses in the 
coming years.

Proposed solutions include im-
proving government efficiency, ra-
tionalizing support, collaborating 
with the private sector, combating 
corruption and diversifying income 
sources.

Dr. Al-Abdul Jader advocates 
for enhancing the operational effi-
ciency of government sectors. This 
includes activating performance and 
production while rationalizing waste 
without compromising service qual-
ity. A thorough review of ongoing 
government projects is essential to 
prioritize those that benefit the state 
treasury and citizens, while post-
poning or canceling non-essential 
projects.

Support
The expert emphasizes the need to 

streamline support programs to en-
sure they reach those who genuinely 
need them. This targeted approach 
can reduce unnecessary expenditure 
and optimize resource allocation.

Engaging with the private sector 
through economic programs and 
project implementation can alleviate 
financial pressure on the state bud-
get, Dr. Al-Abdul Jader said while 
at the same time stressing the impor-
tance of pursuing feasible economic 
and service-oriented projects that 
can enhance state revenues.

This is in addition to addressing 
corruption within ministries is cru-
cial to prevent the misappropriation 
of public funds. Dr. Al-Abdul Jader 
calls for strict measures to eliminate 
corruption, bribery, and favoritism 
to protect public resources.

To reduce dependency on fluctu-
ating oil revenues, he said, Kuwait 
must diversify its income sources. 
This includes supporting small proj-
ects, revitalizing the industrial sec-
tor, stimulating trade, and investing 
in tourism.

Leveraging Kuwait’s favorable 
geographical location, pleasant cli-
mate, and natural attractions can 
bolster the tourism sector and attract 
investment.

Dr. Al-Abdul Jader is optimistic 
that by implementing these mea-
sures, Kuwait can significantly re-
duce the anticipated budget deficit 
for the fiscal year 2024-2025 from 
5.6 billion dinars to between 2.5 and 
3 billion dinars. 

This strategic approach aims not 
only to stabilize the budget but also 
to pave the way for future economic 
prosperity.

Dr. Al-Abdul Jader suggests that 
Kuwait’s fiscal deficit could be miti-
gated significantly by integrating 
new offshore oil discoveries into the 
government’s strategic plans. 

According to the expert, the ad-
vancement of the oil industry, com-
bined with effective implementation 
of proposed reforms, could lead to a 
budget surplus in the coming years.

Dr. Al-Abdul Jader highlighted 
a critical issue -- the government’s 
failure to act on studies conducted 
by foreign consulting firms. 

He noted that substantial amounts 
of money were spent on these stud-
ies, many of which were either in-
complete or ignored. This not only 
wasted financial resources but also 
failed to address the underlying eco-
nomic problems.

Al-Abdul Jader argued that Ku-
wait possesses a wealth of national 
experts capable of providing valu-
able studies and consultations. 

By relying on local talent, the 
government could reduce costs sig-
nificantly while benefiting from tai-
lored solutions that are more aligned 
with Kuwait’s specific needs. 

He emphasized that national ex-
perts are well-versed in local condi-
tions and could offer more practical 
and cost-effective recommendations 
compared to foreign consultants.

He pointed out that utilizing na-
tional expertise could lead to more 
effective and economical solutions 
to Kuwait’s economic issues. 

KUWAIT CITY, July 25: On Friday 
July 19, 2024, the United Kingdom 
announced it will resume funding to 
the United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency (UN-
RWA), pledging 
£21 million in new 
funds to support 
its work in Gaza, 
the West Bank, 
and the wider re-
gion.

In a press state-
ment, the British 
Ambassador to 
Kuwait, HE Be-
linda Lewis, said 
this announcement came one week af-
ter the UNRWA Pledging Conference 
2024, the UK joined 117 fellow UN 
Member States – led by Kuwait, Jor-
dan, and Slovenia – in signing a joint 
statement emphasizing their shared 
support for UNRWA. 

UK Foreign Secretary David Lam-
my reiterated calls for an immediate 
ceasefi re to end the suffering of civil-
ians, and for aid to reach the people of 
Gaza without restrictions.

“I would like to acknowledge Ku-
wait’s leadership in building support 
for UNRWA within the international 

community, with the UK having 
joined 117 fellow UN Member States 
in signing the statement Kuwait led, 
alongside Jordan and Slovenia, at UN-
RWA’s Pledging Conference in New 
York on July 12.

“The UK’s funding for UNRWA is 
one element of a broader package of 
support we are delivering through sev-
eral humanitarian organizations, in-
cluding UNICEF, the UN World Food 
Program, the Egyptian Red Crescent 
Society, the British Red Cross and 
British charity UK-Med. The latter 
has established fi eld hospitals in Al 
Mawasi and Deir El Balah as part of 
its biggest humanitarian operation in 
its 30-year history,” added the British 
envoy.

“Working jointly with the Kuwait 
Red Crescent Society and the David 
Nott Foundation, the UK funded and 
delivered specialist training for Ku-
waiti doctors deploying to Gaza. 

The UK Government is lobbying 
for greater, quicker access for aid into 
Gaza, supporting efforts to broker an 
immediate ceasefi re and has pledged 
£15 million in fi nancial and technical 
support to the Palestinian Authority,” 
said the UK envoy.

KUWAIT CITY, July 25, (KUNA): Ku-
wait’s Minister of Foreign Affairs Abdul-
lah Al-Yahya on Wednesday received the 
credentials of the new Ambassador of the 
Czech Republic to Kuwait Juraj Chmiel, 
during a meeting on Wednesday at the 

ministry’s headquarters.
Al-Yahya wished the new ambassa-

dor success in his duties and expressed 
hope for further progress in the strong 
bilateral relations between the two 
countries. 
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Fajr  ........ 03:33
Sunrise ..  05:04
Zohr .......  11:54

Asr .......... 15:30
Maghrib .. 18:45
Isha  ........ 20:13

 Prayer Timings Expected weather for next 24 hrs:
By Day: Very hot with light to 

moderate freshening at times 
northwesterly wind, with speeds 
of 12-40 km/h and some scat-
tered clouds will appear.

By Night: Hot to rather hot 

with light to moderate freshening 
at times northwesterly wind, with 
speeds of 10-40 km/h and some 
scattered clouds will appear.

Station Max Exp Min Rec
Kuwait City 49 36

Kuwait Airport 49 36
Abdaly 49 34
Jahra 49 35
Salmiyah 46 36
Jal Aliyah 48 34
Nuwaisib 49 34
Wafra 49 32

Weather
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Other Voices

15 nations’ judges issue historic advisory ruling
By Tareq Yousef Al-Shumaimry

The International Court of Justice is the principal 
judicial organ of the United Nations. It was estab-

lished in June 1945 under the Charter of the United 
Nations and began its work in April 1946.

The headquarters of the Court are located in the 
Peace Palace in The Hague (Netherlands) and among 
the six main organs of the United Nations, the Court is 
the only one that is not located in New York, which is 
the place where the headquarters of the United Nations 
are located.

The role of the Court is to settle legal disputes 
brought before it by states in accordance with inter-
national law, and to express ad-
visory opinions on legal matters 
referred to it by accredited bodies 
of the United Nations and spe-
cialized agencies.

The court consists of 15 judg-
es, who are elected for a nine-
year term by the United Nations 
General Assembly and the Secu-
rity Council.

The United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly and the Security 
Council have the right to request 
judgements and advisory opin-
ions on “any legal matter.” States may not request 
advisory opinions directly and United Nations organs 
and other specialized agencies authorized only to re-
quest an advisory opinion may also do so in relation 
to “legal questions arising within the scope of their 
activities”.

This procedure is available to five United Nations 
organs, fifteen specialized agencies and five relevant 
organizations.

Specialized agencies include: Food and Agri-
culture Organization of the United Nations, Inter-
national Civil Aviation Organization, International 
Fund for Food and Agricultural Development, In-
ternational Labor Organization, International Mon-
etary Fund, International Maritime Organization, 
International Telecommunication Union, UNESCO: 
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO). Cultural Organization, 
United Nations Industrial Development Organiza-
tion, World Tourism Organization, Universal Postal 
Union, World Health Organization, WIPO: World 
Intellectual Property Organization, World Meteoro-
logical Organization, World Bank Group (Interna-
tional Bank for Reconstruction and Development, 
International Finance Corporation, International De-
velopment Association) .

The five relevant organizations are the United Na-
tions General Assembly, the Security Council, the 
Economic and Social Council, the Trusteeship Coun-
cil, the International Court of Justice, and the Secre-
tariat.

Opinion
The opinion of the International Court of Justice on 

the Israeli-Palestinian issue was requested in Decem-
ber 2022 from the United Nations General Assembly.

Although there is no binding force to implement 
the rulings of judges or advisory opinions of the In-
ternational Court of Justice, the advisory opinion of 
the Court has legal weight and moral authority and is 
often an instrument of preventive diplomacy and helps 
maintain peace. Advisory opinions contribute in their 
own way to clarifying and developing international 
law and thus strengthening Peaceful relations between 
countries.

The judges of the International Court of Justice, 
consisting of Lebanon, Uganda, Slovakia, France, So-
malia, China, India, Japan, Germany, Australia, Bra-
zil, Mexico, the United States of America, Romania 
and South Africa, voted in a historic advisory opinion 
on Friday, July 19, 2024, by a majority of 11 to 4, to 
oblige Israel to end its illegal occupation of the Pales-
tinian territories (borders 1967) as quickly as possible.

The ICJ’s comprehensive and detailed advisory 
opinion on the illegality of the Israeli occupation of 
Palestinian territories and settlement construction rep-
resents a stark refutation of Israel’s claims, and will 
have a profound impact for years to come.

In its consultation, the Court also considered that 
realizing the right of the Palestinian people to self-
determination, including their right to an independent, 
sovereign state, living side by side in peace with the 
State of Israel within safe and recognized borders for 
both countries, and achieving regional stability and se-
curity for all states in the Middle East.

The International Court of Justice declared Israel’s 
long-term occupation of the Palestinian territories “il-
legal” and said it amounted to actual annexation. It 
called on Israel to quickly withdraw from the occupied 
territories and ruled that the Palestinians deserve com-
pensation for the damages they suffered during the war 
during 57 years of occupation that practices systematic 
discrimination against them.

In its many parts, the Advisory Opinion represents a 
devastating defeat for Israel on the merits of the opin-
ion and may ultimately lead to demands for complete 
withdrawal from the occupied territories and the pay-
ment of compensation to all people who suffered harm 
resulting from the occupation, and others who were in 
favor of the Palestinian side.

While many UN reports and General Assembly 
resolutions make the same point, the ICJ’s advisory 
opinion refers to international treaties and laws that 
are difficult for the international community to ignore.

Although the Court’s advisory opinion is non-bind-
ing, it also represents a rebuke of Israel’s argument 
that the ICJ does not have the authority to hear this 
issue on the grounds that UN resolutions, as well as 

bilateral Israeli-Palestinian agreements, have estab-
lished the correct status and framework for resolving 
the problem and that the conflict must It must be politi-
cal, not legal.

The Court successfully rejected this argument, af-
firming that international law applies regardless of 
failed political efforts to reach a permanent peace 
agreement, especially as Israel continues to build set-
tlements.

Ruling
The ruling took half an hour to read and brings to-

gether multiple branches of international law from the 
Geneva Conventions to the Hague Convention to pres-
ent a case that has been clear to the Palestinians and to 
critics of Israeli policy in the international community 
for years.

In short, the International Court of Justice said that 
years of ambitions Israel’s official and self-proclaimed 
construction and settlement in the occupied territories 
amounts to an intent to effectively annex the territory 
in contravention of international law and that these 
policies are designed to benefit the settlers and Israel, 
and not to benefit the Palestinians living under military 
administration.

Perhaps the most important thing stated in the ad-
visory opinion of the International Court of Justice is 
that “Israel’s transfer of settlers to the West Bank and 
Jerusalem and Israel’s maintenance of their presence 
contravenes Article 49 of the Fourth Geneva Conven-
tion,” which stipulates “mass forcible transfer, as well 
as the deportation of protected persons from the occu-
pied territories to the territory of the occupying state.” 
Or to the territory of any other or non-occupying state, 
which is prohibited for any reason).

Although this consultation is not binding, it will 
provide sufficient ammunition for lawyers of other 
party’s governments that are already seriously consid-
ering imposing future sanctions on officials and mem-
bers of the Israeli government and military associated 
with Israeli settlements.

One of the important matters in the advisory opinion 
is that the court invalidated the legitimacy of the Israeli 
presence in Palestine and the occupation, and that this 
does not acquire prior or subsequent rights and may 
affect many of the decisions and votes of the rest of 
the countries regarding Palestine in the future. Israel 
is now facing a new force, which is the international 
courts, with their diverse rulings and recent advisory 
opinions against Israel. With Israel’s isolation due to 
its behavior in the Gaza war and its being investigated 
by the International Court of Justice and the Interna-
tional Criminal Court on charges of committing war 
crimes, the stark assessment of the illegitimacy of the 
Israeli occupation in the long term will not It only leads 
to the strengthening of this isolation, and in return, the 
number of countries supporting the Palestinian side in-
creases after the recent events in Gaza.

War
The bottom line is that what is currently happening 

in Palestine in terms of war, violations, massacres, and 
violations of human rights, the recently issued rulings, 
decisions, advisory opinions, and arrest warrants, and 
the joining of a larger number of countries to South 
Africa’s lawsuit against Israel, recognizing it, and Pal-
estine obtaining more recognition from countries, is 
progress..

It is clear that the legal and political situation of the 
occupying entity after consultation will become more 
dangerous, fragile and weak. It is sufficient to men-
tion in this context that a number of advisory opinions 
previously issued by the International Court of Justice 
regarding South Africa in the last century effectively 
contributed to the dismantling of that racist entity be-
cause it became clear that it is an entity that lacks le-
gitimacy in international law.

It seems that the occupying entity is on its way to 
facing the same fate and is getting closer and closer 
to the moment facing the apartheid regime in South 
Africa. There is no doubt that the advisory opinion of 
the International Court of Justice will provide the tools 
and legal foundations supporting its dismantling as a 
colonial and racist entity.

In accordance with the procedures expected after 
the issuance of the advisory opinion of the Interna-
tional Court of Justice, Farhan Haq, Deputy Official 
Spokesman for the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations, stated that Secretary-General António 
Guterres will immediately transmit the advisory 
opinion to the International Court of Justice regarding 
procedures related to the legal consequences arising 
from Israel’s policies and practices in the occupied 
Palestinian territory, Including East Jerusalem, to the 
United Nations General Assembly, which consists of 
193 members. It is up to the General Assembly to 
decide how to move forward.

Recently, international organizations and courts 
have moved in their favor, and despite the lack of 
binding force, the advisory opinion of the International 
Court of Justice has great legal weight and moral au-
thority and is often a tool for preventive diplomacy and 
helps maintain peace.

❑      ❑      ❑

Tariq Yousef Al-Shamimari, Advisor and Chair-
man of the Finance Committee, Chairman of the 
General Budget Committee at the Permanent Court 
of Arbitration in The Hague (PCA), Observer at the 
Administrative Council and the International Court 
of Justice, and Counselor at the Embassy of the State 
of Kuwait to the Netherlands during this period from 
2013 to 2020.

e-mail: Tareq@alshumaimry.com

Al-Shumaimry

KUNA photo
Ambassador Chmiel during the presentation of his credentials.

Vietnamese Embassy

Embassy mourns death of Sec-Gen
of the Communist Party of Vietnam

By Fares Al-Abdan
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, July 25: The Vi-
etnamese Embassy on Wednesday 
opened a register of condolences 
on the death of Secretary General 
of the Communist Party of Vietnam 
Nguyen Phu Trong for two days.

Many heads of diplomatic mis-
sions, members of the community 
and citizens offered condolences. 
The embassy lowered its fl ags at 
half-mast to mourn the death of Phu 
Trong.

In its offi cial statement, the em-
bassy revealed that Phu Trong, 
during his nearly 60 years of Party 
life, made many signifi cant and 
distinguished contributions to the 
glorious cause of the Party and the 
nation.

It revealed that the party and the 
State awarded him the ‘Gold Star’ 
medal, the badge of 55 years of par-
ty membership, and several other 
high decorations and medals for Vi-
etnam and the world.

It added that the passing of Phu 
Trong is a great loss to the Party, the 
State and the Vietnamese people.

Meanwhile, Ambassador of the 
People’s Republic of China to Ku-
wait Zhang Jianwei are among 
those who offered condolences. He 
said the deceased did a lot to de-
velop his country and improve the 
lives of his people, citing the great 
strategic relations between China 
and Vietnam.

Cambodian Ambassador to Ku-
wait Saman Manan stressed that 

Phu Trong exerted tremendous ef-
forts to develop his country.

It is worth mentioning that in rec-
ognition of his many exceptionally 
signifi cant and distinguished contri-
butions to the revolutionary process 
of the Party and the nation; Phu 
Trong was awarded several medals, 
including the Order of the Gold Star 
from the Party and the State, the 
Badge of Party Membership for 55 
Years and the ‘Lenin Prize’ -- the 
highest award given by the Central 
Committee of the Communist Party 
of Russia.

Photos by Samer Shaqair
Top and above: Ambassadors sign-
ing the Condolence Book at the 

Vietnamese Embassy.
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diwaniya

‘Need to wake up from the
dream of rewriting history’
“FOR more than a century and a 
quarter, the Arab and Islamic world 
has harbored a long-standing dream. 
I, personally, have been living this 
dream for fi fty years, since I was 
fi fteen, when I began delving into 
the pages of history, literature, and 
science,” columnist Dr Mohammed 
Al-Maqati wrote for Al-Jarida 
daily.

“This dream 
has taken us, 
Arabs and 
M u s l i m s , 
through vari-
ous places, 
countries, and 
paths, believ-
ing it to be our 
rightful jour-
ney towards 
k n o w l e d g e , 
civilization, justice, and humanity. 
However, we have deviated from 
the true path and continue to tread 
a route fi lled with disheartening and 
degrading realities.

“We lost touch with our essence, 
identity, religion, and the right path 
when we forsook our originality, 
roots, constants, religion, and so-
cio-cultural heritage. We imitated 
and glorifi ed the West, following 
its lead willingly, out of ignorance, 
or by force. Events unfolded around 
us, yet most of us remained en-
snared in that illusory dream, adopt-
ing the West’s deceptive slogans 
and doctrines such as democracy, 
human rights, international consti-
tutions, and conventions, and the 
ideals of international security and 
peace.

“We neglected or were compelled 
to follow their ways, even though 
they were marauders, human traf-
fi ckers, murderers, and destroyers 
of civilizations. Their societies were 
built on the plunder of countries, 
civilizations, and the exploitation 
of people from Africa, Asia, South 
America, and beyond. They have no 
true values, morals, or ideals; de-
mocracy, freedoms, and laws serve 
only their interests. For us, justice 
and equality remain mere theories, 
existing only in books and not in re-
ality. They consider us as those who 
lost their possessions.

“Today, the events in Gaza high-
light a series of happenings over 
the past century, starting with the 
Balfour Declaration and the Sykes-
Picot Agreement, which perpetuated 
wars and border disputes. The West 
propagated a new form of Islam 
under the guise of fi ghting extrem-
ism and political Islam, terms they 
crafted for us.

“We became shallow and subser-
vient to them, losing our identity in 
the process. They falsifi ed facts and 
history, divided our Arab and Is-
lamic world as bandits divide their 
spoils, overthrew the Caliphate, 
partitioned its states, instilled na-
tionalism, and established the Arab 
League to ensure our disputes, es-
trangements, and confl icts with Is-
lamic countries.

“They supported or encouraged 
those who promoted these divisive 
slogans until hostility among us 
grew severe. Now, we see ourselves 
fragmented into isolated entities, 
sinking to the depths of humanity, 
our divisions increasing along sec-
tarian, tribal, and factional lines. 
This pattern, pushed and funded by 
the West, has led us to chase after il-
lusions of democracy, human rights, 
and constitutions, while we erode 
from within, worsening with each 
passing day.

“The events in Gaza have un-
masked the West’s false principles 
and slogans about democracy and 
freedom, revealing their hidden con-
spiracies and objectives to erase us 
from existence.

“The pretense of nationalism, Is-
lamism, and unity has been exposed, 
revealing the traitors and accomplic-
es who betrayed our identity under 
false pretenses. It is time for us to 
awaken from this dream, to resist all 
efforts to control our minds and fal-
sify history, and to truly rewrite our 
history.

“We must reprogram ourselves to 
reclaim our identity and constants. 
The West, along with the Zionists, is 
weaker and uglier than we imagined, 
and Gaza has laid bare their malice 
and deceit.”

Also:
“I hope with all my heart that the 

senior state offi cials and those con-
cerned read every line in the letter I 
received from young Kuwaiti men 
and women, business owners, so 
that they may understand their suf-
fering,” columnist Iqbal Al-Ahmad 
wrote for Al-Qabas daily.

“The message says, ‘As Kuwaiti 
citizens, we are proud of all the job 
opportunities and support our coun-
try offers us. Over the years, we have 
had the opportunity to manage vari-
ous projects in various fi elds.“Most 
of us started our journey as entrepre-
neurs out of our love and apprecia-
tion for our country, Kuwait, and its 
people. A large percentage of our 

clients are Kuwaitis, and our suc-
cess is a testament to their trust and 
loyalty.

“We are very grateful to our team, 
who are from many nationalities, in-
cluding India, the Philippines, Syria, 
Lebanon, Bangladesh, Pakistan, 
Nepal, Serbia, and others, in addi-
tion to Kuwaitis. Together we have 
overcome challenges and celebrated 
successes, each in his own way and 
style, but the road to success has not 
always been easy in Kuwait, as any-
where else in the world.

“The entrepreneurial journey is 
full of challenges. The challenges 
we face in Kuwait are unique, espe-
cially when it comes fi rst and fore-
most to the lack of clarity in the busi-
ness environment, which is borne 
directly or indirectly by the state or 
the responsible party, in addition to 
the high rental and storage costs.

“These obstacles make it diffi cult 
for SMEs to grow naturally, unless 
they grow signifi cantly, which re-
quires signifi cant fi nancial burdens.

“Our intention in this message is 
not to criticize, complain, or grum-
ble, but rather to highlight the need 
for serious, effective, and rapid 
change in the work environment in 
Kuwait to save what can be saved.

“Laws change from time to time, 
sometimes even daily, which forces 
us to start from scratch, even though 
scratch was diffi cult?

“Our love for Kuwait is unwaver-
ing, and our commitment to keep-
ing our businesses and money in the 
country is steadfast.

“Our expenses, from rent to sala-
ries and raw materials, benefi t Ku-
wait by less than 20%, compared to 
our imported resources from outside 
the country.

“Our appeal is primarily for an 
improved work environment, clar-
ity, coherence and fl uidity of laws, 
so that we can then continue our 
projects without fear of fi nancial 
pressure, storage and commercial 
spaces at reasonable prices, because 
these things are absolutely neces-
sary and important for our contin-
ued growth.

“While some businesses are thriv-
ing, the majority of Kuwaiti entre-
preneurs are suffering in silence, 
unable to express their challenges 
and unable to fi nd an understand-
ing party, who would then decide 
to listen to all points of view and try 
to fi nd appropriate and comfortable 
solutions.

“A team moves to the project site 
and performs its role to the fullest. 
We are happy that the project is fi n-
ished and ready to start working on 
it, only to be surprised by the same 
team giving additional comments on 
a later visit.

“We, the Kuwaiti youth, owners of 
businesses and private projects, need 
a solution that balances safety and 
realism. In other words, the recent 
campaigns on the safety of ware-
houses and kitchens deserve praise 
and thanks as well, but they must be 
accompanied by practical and quick 
alternatives that do not leave gaps in 
the labor market that would limit its 
capabilities and growth, while it has 
no power or strength.

“Those who come to Kuwait le-
gally, come to Kuwait with big 
dreams, with better job opportuni-
ties, they deserve stability, but the 
termination of their work without 
providing alternatives for us, leaves 
us, the business owners, suddenly, 
without skilled and regular workers 
as well, which directly affects the 
course of our business.

“We are not against enforcing 
the law and correcting the situ-
ation, and this in itself deserves 
praise and applause, but our work 
is greatly disturbed by the element 
of surprise, which can empty the 
work environment of the elements 
of continuity.

“Production, without giving a 
deadline to prepare for the new 
working conditions, which will be 
accompanied by diffi culties, but 
preparing for them and thinking of 
available alternatives can reduce the 
repercussions of such measures.

“We strongly believe in Kuwait’s 
potential, and we do not wish to 
move our business to other markets 
with an easier business environment, 
because we love our country and do 
not wish to work anywhere else.

“This message comes from our 
love for Kuwait, and our desire to 
see it fl ourish.

“Let’s work together to create an 
environment where entrepreneurs 
can succeed, businesses can grow, 
and economies can thrive.

“We say it with all honesty and 
sincerity, that this message is noth-
ing but a sincere appeal to the com-
munity and the concerned authori-
ties, to fi nd practical solutions to 
support businesses, and to preserve 
the spirit of entrepreneurship among 
the youth in Kuwait, which was once 
a pioneer in business, excellence and 
creativity ... and will continue, God 
willing.”

— Compiled by PFX Fernandes

Dr Al-Maqati

A DIGEST OF PUBLIC OPINION

Meet over traffi c
safety held: MEW
By Mohammed Ghanem
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times 

Staff

KUWAIT CITY, July 25: 
Representatives of the Minis-
try of Public Works, Ministry 
of Interior, Public Authority 
for Roads and Transportation 
and Kuwait Municipality held 
a meeting on traffi c safety.

According to the offi cial 
spokesman for the Ministry 
of Public Works Eng. Ahmed 
Al-Saleh, during the meeting, 
they discussed many topics, 
including the sites’ commit-
ment to safety procedures and 
special requirements, and the 
mechanism for removing all 
debris from the sides of the 
roads in coordination with the 
Kuwait Municipality.

Eng. Al-Saleh affi rmed the 
keenness of the Minister of 
Public Works and Minister of 
State for Municipal Affairs Dr. 
Noura Al-Mashaan to follow 
the highest standards of road 
safety and ensure that the sites 
adhere to these standards in 
projects currently under imple-
mentation or in future contracts.

Meanwhile, informed 
sources in the Ministry of 
Public Works revealed that 
the tender for the study and 
design of the Juvenile Court 
building has been brought 
back to the forefront again.

The sources said the min-
istry recently requested the 
Central Agency for Public 
Tenders (CAPT) to issue the 
tender, indicating that the min-
istry’s request is considered 
an important step towards the 
implementation of the project 
for the Ministry of Justice, fol-
lowing the completion of the 
design phase in Sulaibiya.

KUNA photo
MoI Undersecretary Lieutenant General Sheikh Salem Nawaf follows up on the registration process from the time 

students submit their applications until the completion of the registration and acceptance procedures.

MoI undersecretary inspects registration
process at the Saad Al-Abdullah Academy
KUWAIT CITY, July 25: Lieuten-
ant General Sheikh Salem Al-Nawaf, 
Undersecretary of the Ministry of In-
terior, conducted an inspection tour 
at the Saad Al-Abdullah Academy 
for Security Sciences to review the 
registration process for applicants to 
the recently announced courses, re-
ports Al-Seyassah daily.

The visit, detailed in a press state-
ment from the Security Relations 
and Media Department, was part of 
Sheikh Salem Al-Nawaf’s ongoing 
efforts to oversee various security 
sectors. During the tour, he monitored 

the registration process from initial 
application through to the completion 
of acceptance procedures.

Sheikh Salem Al-Nawaf engaged 
with offi cials from the Registration 
and Admissions Department, provid-
ing feedback on ways to streamline 
the process for greater effi ciency 
and ease.He commended the depart-
ment’s efforts and expressed his sup-
port for their continued success.

The Undersecretary also high-
lighted the interest of Sheikh Fahd 
Al-Yousef, the First Deputy Prime 
Minister, Minister of Defense, and 

Minister of Interior, in ensuring that 
the registration process is accessible 
to all applicants while adhering to 
established regulations.

Additionally, Sheikh Salem Al-
Nawaf visited the Academy Hospital 
and other affi liated facilities, praising 
the high-quality medical services and 
state-of-the-art equipment available.
He emphasized the security leader-
ship’s commitment to prioritizing the 
health and well-being of security per-
sonnel, ensuring they receive excep-
tional medical care to support their 
duties effectively.

Citizen loses KD5,800 in Rolex scam;
brother accused of stealing KD 10K

Woman dies at Kuwait airport; expat receives ‘kill threat’

By Munif Naif
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff and Agencies

KUWAIT CITY, July 25: A citizen, born in 
1988, and working at the Defense Ministry, 
waited for nine months to receive the 2023 
Rolex Daytona watch he ordered only to dis-
cover that he was scammed, losing KD5,800 
in the bogus transaction, reports Al-Anba 
daily.

In his complaint, the citizen stated: “Although the 
agreement was to deliver the watch within two weeks, 
I waited for nine months only to discover that I got 
scammed. I fi led a case to claim my rights as per the 
law.”

While confi rming that he knows the suspect’s name and 
telephone number, the citizen revealed the suspect convinced 
him to buy the 2023 Rolex Daytona watch and promised to 
deliver it to him within two weeks. He transferred KD5,800 
through a national bank on Sept 3, 2023 and then he waited for 
the watch; but he did not receive it even if nine months have 
passed since he made the payment.

He provided police with a copy of the bank transfer and his 
WhatsApp conversation with the suspect. 

A fraud case was registered and investigations are ongoing 
to arrest the suspect.

❑     ❑     ❑

Brother steals KD10,000, car: A citizen, born in 1993, ac-
cused his brother of stealing KD10,000 and his car, reports 
Al-Anba daily.

The citizen told police that his brother, born in 1981, broke 
his safety deposit box in his bedroom and stole KD10,000; in 
addition to his saloon vehicle that was parked in front of the 
house.  He said his other brother, born in 1977, saw the suspect 
standing near the vehicle a few minutes before it disappeared. 
He disclosed that the theft happened at around 7:00 pm re-
cently.

The Public Prosecution ordered registration of the theft case 
and forensic offi cers were dispatched to the citizen’s home to 
lift fi ngerprints in order to identify the culprit. 

❑     ❑     ❑

Arab woman dies at airport: An Arab woman died at Ku-
wait International Airport due to unknown reasons.

According to security sources, the woman collapsed after 
arriving at the Kuwait International Airport, Tuesday dawn. 
First Aid and other such attempts to resuscitate her failed and 
she was pronounced dead. Her body was referred to the Fo-
rensic Medicine Department for autopsy, and a case has been 
filed.

❑     ❑     ❑

Assault and threat to kill issued: An expatriate, born in 
1996, has filed a report under the title “Assault and Threat to 
Kill,” alleging that two of his fellow citizens attacked him. Ac-
cording to his statement, one of them physically assaulted him, 
while the other brandished a knife hidden in his clothing and 
threatened to kill him, reports Al-Anba daily. The expatriate 
did not disclose the reasons behind the attack. Authorities are 
summoning the two accused individuals for further investiga-
tion.

❑     ❑     ❑

Stolen vehicle found: Securitymen found a stolen vehicle of 
American-make parked in an illegal manner in Salwa.

According to security sources, when police officers spotted 
the vehicle parked illegally, they checked its details and found 
that it was reported as stolen. It was immediately referred to 
Salwa Police Station for necessary measures.

❑     ❑     ❑

Three cars stolen: A citizen, born in 1987, submitted a re-
port to Qairawan Police Station; stating that three cars belong-
ing to his mother were stolen, reports Al-Anba daily.

The citizen revealed he was surprised to find that the three 
cars were stolen when he returned from his trip. He said the to-
tal value of the stolen cars exceeds KD20,000; indicating these 
cars are 2002, 2015 and 2018 models.

The investigator at the police station issued a directive to 
distribute the detailed description of the three stolen vehicles 
to all security patrols.

A theft case was registered and investigations are ongoing 
to arrest the thief.

On the other hand, a citizen born, in 1995, submitted a re-
port to Naseem Police Station stating that his 2011 Japan-made 
vehicle was stolen while it was parked in front of his house.

He discovered that the car was missing on July 9 and 
searched for it at the municipal garage but he did not find it.

Case No. 320/2024 was filed and investigations are under-
way to arrest the culprit.

Ex-MP cleared of Amiri entity charges
By Jaber Al-Hamoud

Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, July 25: The Criminal 
Court acquitted former MP Hussein Al-
Qallaf of the charge of insulting the Amiri 
entity and challenging the rights of His 
Highness the Amir.

The ruling issued by the Criminal Court 
in case No. 40/2024, State Security Con-
fi nement 38/2024, State Security Felonies, 
against former MP Hussein Al-Qallaf in-
cluded the following grounds:

What the accused stated was merely criti-
cism of the government regarding the Min-
istry of Interior’s regulations on organizing 
Hussainiyas during the month of Muharram. 
This criticism, whether right or wrong, did 
not exceed the bounds of protection guaran-
teed to him by the Constitution and the law. 
Therefore, the court found no offense or criti-
cism directed at His Highness the Amir. The 
evidence presented was limited to the incident 
offi cer’s investigations and testimony, where 
he inferred that the statements referred to His 
Highness the Amir of the country.

The conclusion reached by the incident 
offi cer in his testimony was merely specu-
lative, lacking supporting evidence or con-
clusive documents. This does not constitute 
defi nitive proof of the accused’s intentions 
behind his statements, especially consider-
ing differences in people’s interpretations, 
inclinations, and cultural backgrounds.

The court stated that since the investiga-
tions conducted by the detectives and the 

Public Prosecution yielded no substantial 
fi ndings, there is no conclusive evidence re-
garding the defendant’s intent in this matter. It 
was determined that the fi ndings of the detec-
tives amount to mere opinions of their con-
ductors, which may be accurate or inaccurate.

Therefore, the court found the conclu-
sions of those investigations unreliable, 
indicating insuffi cient evidence to fi rmly 
establish the accusations against the de-
fendant. The court leaned towards the de-
fendant’s defense, which argued that the 
statements in the audio recording were not 
directed at His Highness the Amir of the 
country but rather at the government.

Furthermore, the court reviewed and 
listened to the recording provided by the 
defendant’s defense, which is a video clip 
of the defendant speaking during a meeting 
two months prior. In that recording, he ex-
plicitly referred to His Highness as a man 
of the stage and praised his actions and de-
cisions, demonstrating deep reverence and 
respect for His Highness.

The court explained that since the of-
fense mentioned in this context is catego-
rized as an intentional crime, it necessitates 
the presence of a general criminal intent in 
the perpetrator. Therefore, the perpetrator 
must possess both knowledge and will re-
garding their actions.

Specifi cally, the perpetrator must be aware 
that they have committed one of the criminal 
acts that involve challenging the rights of the 
Amir and his authority, defaming his person, 
or encroaching on the authority of the emir-
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Hawalli Governor Ali Al-Asfar during his meeting with the Hawalli Governorate Security Directorate.

Hawalli Governor commends security efforts
KUWAIT CITY, July 25: Ha-
walli Governor Ali Al-Asfar 
emphasized the importance of 
implementing the directives of 
the First Deputy Prime Minis-
ter, Minister of Defense, and 
Minister of Interior Sheikh Fa-

had Al-Yousef, aimed at ensur-
ing the security of citizens and 
residents, reports Al-Seyassah 
daily.

 This statement was made dur-
ing his meeting with the Director 
General of Hawalli Governorate 

Security Directorate, Brigadier 
Ziad Al-Khatib, Assistant Direc-
tor General Brigadier Khaled 
Al-Humaidi, and Director of Op-
erations and Patrols in Hawalli 
Governorate, Brigadier Hamad 
Al-Zuwair.

Private sector funding confirmed

Municipal Council’s Jahra Waterfront dev’t project under scrutiny

MPW extends 4 road maintenance
contracts at cost of 3.15mn dinars

Second Ring Road entrance temporarily closed

By Mohammed Ghanem
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, July 25: The Ministry of Public Works 
has secured approval from the Central Agency for Public 
Tenders to extend four general maintenance contracts for 

roads and public squares, totaling 3.151 million dinars. 
These contracts are essential for addressing urgent and emergency 

road repairs amid the deteriorating condition of Kuwait’s road net-
work.

The extensions are necessary as the ministry proceeds with the procure-
ment and implementation of 12 new projects aimed at a comprehensive 

By Inaas Awadh
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, July 25: Head of the 
Technical Committee of the Municipal 
Council Eng. Munira Al-Ameer said the 
project titled “Development of the Jahra 
Waterfront” (Jahra Corniche) is still with 
the technical committee for completing 
the study of all its aspects, in preparation 
for submitting it for discussions dur-
ing the main session of the Municipal 
Council so that the members can review 
the recommendations of the Technical 
Committee and then vote on it.

She stressed that the statements of 
some members of the Municipal Coun-
cil that were published in the newspa-
pers are nothing more than viewpoints 
with information added about the pro-
ject, adding that it does not represent 
the fi nal position of the project so far.

In a press statement, Eng. Al-Ameer 
explained that the total cost as reported 
in newspapers will not be covered by 
the state but will instead be fi nanced 
by the private sector. This is the fun-
damental development in the project, 

as it will be partnered with the private 
sector and fully implemented, which 
adds a new dimension and a new vi-
sion to Kuwait in terms of encourag-
ing investment and adding the private 
sector’s point of view in large develop-
ment projects.

She highlighted the importance of 
the project, which was associated with 
improving its proposal more than once 
until it reached the current stage, add-
ing that such projects represent a qual-
itative shift in Kuwait’s development 
processes and implementation of its 
vital projects.

Eng. Al-Ameer concluded by af-
fi rming the necessity of not being 
hasty in declaring and disclosing the 
stages of this type of project without 
completing all stages of its study care-
fully.

She pointed out that decision-mak-
ing regarding it is not limited only to 
the Municipal council and its affi liated 
committees, but rather it is a matter 
for all state agencies, especially those 
concerned with it, which are responsi-
ble for verifying information about it.

Ministry approves additional 284 
students for foreign scholarships

Dr. Al-Wasmi recognizes key contributors

Minister lauds Hajj delegation’s success

KUWAIT CITY, July 25: Acting 
Undersecretary of the Ministry of 
Higher Education Lamia Al-Malhem 
announced that the Minister of Edu-
cation and Minister of Higher Educa-
tion and Scientifi c Research Dr. Adel 
Al-Adwani approved the acceptance 
of 284 male and female students in 
the vacancy plan for foreign missions 
of the Ministry of Higher Education, 
reports Al-Seyassah daily.

This brings the total number of 
those accepted in the annual mission 
plan and the vacancy plan for foreign 
missions for the next academic year 
to 3609 students.

Al-Malhem has called on students 
to adhere to the dates that will be set 
for them by the Ministry, and to com-
mit to attending at the specifi ed time, 
to ensure the speedy completion of 
their procedures to join the scholar-

ship locations, stressing the necessity 
and importance of following the Min-
istry’s offi cial social media accounts.

By Abdul Nasser Al-Aslami
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, July 25: The Minister 
of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs Dr. Mu-
hammad Al-Wasmi yesterday honored 
the members of this year’s Hajj delega-
tion and its affi liated committees, and 
representatives of the expeditions.

In a speech he delivered during the 
ceremony, Dr. Al-Wasmi said, “We ex-
emplify a noble virtue, one of the lofty 
virtues of Islam and a fundamental prin-
ciple of rational management, which is to 
reward the benefactor with the best re-
ward and celebrate their contributions, in 
accordance with the approach of the Mes-
senger of Allah, Muhammad (PBUH).

“If the signifi cance of deeds in Islam 
corresponds to their standing with Al-
mighty Allah, then consider the ritual of 
Hajj. It stands as one of the most signifi -
cant rituals, the greatest deeds, and the 
most honorable obligations, uniting the 
sanctity of time and place.

“Our ceremony is aimed to honor the 
Hajj campaigns and their committees for 
this year as well as to send a message of 
thanks to the members of the Kuwait Hajj 
delegation to the Holy Lands in recogni-
tion of the success in the wonderful or-
ganization and advance preparation, good 
selection, division of labor, quality of ser-
vice, facilitating matters, and represent-
ing Kuwait in foreign work with an hon-
orable face, distinguished performance, 
and work in the spirit of one team.”

Dr. Al-Wasmi expressed his aspiration 
in the coming years for more develop-
ment, creativity and innovation, and for 
preserving the gains achieved by the Ku-

wait Hajj delegation and the bright im-
age that everyone bears witness to, and 
which is in the interest of developing 
campaigns.

He said, “I will support every thought-
ful proposal and promising project that 
contributes to the renaissance of our min-
istry, works to improve Islamic work, 
and is in the best interests of Kuwait and 
its desired civilizational renaissance, 
based on the directives of His Highness 
the Amir of the country Sheikh Mishaal 
Al-Ahmad and his faithful Crown Prince 
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled.”

In this regard, Undersecretary of the 
Ministry of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs 
Bader Al-Mutairi expressed his happi-
ness at meeting with the members of the 
Kuwait Hajj delegation and its commit-
tees for the year 1445 AH, corresponding 
to the year 2024 AD.

He stressed that the Kuwait Hajj del-
egation and its expeditions are consid-
ered among the best organized offi cial 
missions.

During the ceremony, Al-Mutairi 
praised the effective coordination that 
“took place between all concerned parties 
and the organization, with care that ex-
ceeded all expectations. This was noted 
in precise detail in the mission’s report 
issued by it.

“This meeting of ours is aimed to re-
veal to you our praise on our tongues, 
our love in our hearts, and our action and 
conduct, so that we can be in our min-
istry, under the auspices of Minister Dr. 
Muhammad Al-Wasmi, in the spirit of 
one family surrounded by the spirit of 
brotherhood.”

Wafra Real Estate to develop site

CITRA begins Jaber Al-Ahmad Tech City
KUWAIT CITY, July 25: Acting Chair-
man of the Communication and Informa-
tion Technology Regulatory Authority (CI-
TRA) Abdullah Al-Ajmi has confirmed the 
beginning of the first stage of the Technol-
ogy City project in Jaber Al-Ahmad City, 
reports Al-Jarida daily. 

In a statement to KUNA, Al-Ajmi dis-
closed that CITRA signed a consulting 
contract with Wafra Real Estate Company 
to develop the land allocated for the Tech-
nology City project; measuring 140,000 
square meters.  He said this is an important 
step toward the sustainable development of 

this area to make it an advanced center for 
innovation and investment in information 
technology.

He stressed that developing this area con-
tributes to enhancing CITRA’s capabilities 
to provide advanced technological services, 
and create an environment conducive for 
technology companies and service providers.

He added the Technology City will be 
an oasis of knowledge; the headquarters of 
international technology companies, data 
centers, technology training centers; and a 
way to motivate young people working in 
this field.

road repair across the six governorates, with two 
contracts designated for each governorate.

According to sources, the cost breakdown 
of the extended contracts is as follows -- 
Northern Agricultural Areas: 447,750 dinars 
for a 180-day period; General Maintenance 
for Roads in Hawalli Governorate (Hawalli 
and Hawalli Square): 1.198 million dinars; 
General Maintenance for Main Roads and 
Squares in Farwaniya Governorate: 1.056 mil-
lion dinars and Agricultural Areas in the Agri-
cultural Region: 449,250 dinars for a 180-day 
period.

These four contracts, which total 14.98 mil-
lion dinars, span two to three years. They are 
designed to address critical repairs needed for 
roads affected by potholes and loose gravel, with 
issues reported through the ministry’s hotline 
and its site monitoring teams.

Additionally, the Public Authority for Roads 
and Land Transport (PART), has announced the 
temporary closure of the entrance to the Second 
Ring Road from Cairo Street, near the Man-
souriya area, for 24 hours starting at dawn on 
Friday. 

Furthermore, the exit from the Second Ring 
Road to Cairo Street, near the Qadisiyah area, 
will also be closed for 24 hours beginning next 
Saturday morning. These closures are part of 
coordinated efforts with the General Traffic 
Department.Second Ring Road alternative 
routes

Lamia Al-Malhem – Acting Under-
secretary of the Ministry of Higher 

Education

Minister Dr. Al-Wasmi honoring the members of this year’s Hajj delegation.
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PAHW awards ‘tender’ for South
Sabah Al-Ahmad City roadworks

AVIC Int’l Holding wins $90mn deal

By Mohammed Al Musleh
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, July 
25: The Public Authority 
for Housing Welfare has 
awarded the tender for the 
construction and comple-
tion of roadworks and in-
frastructure networks for 
6,568 housing units across 
four residential suburbs in 
the South Sabah Al-Ahmad 
City project. The project 
encompasses suburbs N1, 
N2, N3, and N11.

Amina Al-Awadhi, Deputy Direc-
tor General for Control and Informa-
tion Systems Affairs at the Public 
Authority for Housing Welfare, 
announced that the awarded tender 
includes the implementation of mul-
tiple infrastructure components. 

These include the installation of 
the first, second, and third asphalt 

layers for sec-
ondary and 
main roads 
within the sub-
urbs. 

Additional-
ly, the project 
will cover the 
development 
of rainwater, 
sewage, irriga-
tion, treated 
water, and 

fresh water networks, along with 
necessary traffic-related works.

The scope of the tender also in-
cludes civil works for telephone net-
works, road lighting, electrical cable 
culverts, irrigation tank buildings, 
and electrical substations.

The successful bidder, AVIC In-
ternational Holding Corporation, 
was awarded the contract based on 
offering the lowest prices among 
eight companies that submitted bids. 

The total value of the tender 
amounts to 90,011,955 dinars, and 
the implementation period is set at 
900 days. 

The winning company met all 
required conditions, including the 
lowest bid price, accounting and 
technical specifications, legal re-
quirements, and financial credit for 
the fiscal year 2024-2025.

Manal Al-Baghdadi, Assistant Undersecretary for Legal Affairs during her 
presentation.

Information Ministry organizes
‘Child Protection Law’ program
KUWAIT CITY, July 25: The Admin-
istrative Development and Training 
Department, in cooperation with the 
Legal Affairs Sector of the Ministry of 
Information, held a training program 
titled ‘Child Protection Law’ from July 
23 to July 25, reports Al-Jarida daily.

The program took place in the radio 
hall and featured a presentation by the 
Assistant Undersecretary for Legal Af-
fairs, Manal Al-Baghdadi.

This course was part of the “media” 
strategy aimed at raising awareness 
and focusing on the human element. 

It aimed to educate legal and pro-
gram staff about the importance of 
children’s rights, the regulations gov-
erning the rights of working women 
and children, the procedures for re-
porting births and deaths, and the legal 
timelines for such reporting, in accord-
ance with Law No. 21 of 2015.

KUWAIT CITY, July 25: The Kuwait 
University has announced the time 
plan for registration, withdrawal, and 
addition operations for the fi rst semes-
ter of the 2024-2025 academic year, 
reports Al-Jarida daily.

❑ The registration period for courses 
will run from August 6 to 16, with a max-
imum of 14 academic units allowed, ex-
cept for those expected to graduate, who 
will follow prior appointments.

❑ The period for withdrawal and ad-
dition is scheduled from August 26 to 
31, with a maximum of 17 units, again 
excluding those expected to graduate 
in the second and summer semesters, 
according to prior appointments. The 
waiting lists will be canceled on the 
fi rst Sunday of September.

❑ The withdrawal and addition peri-

od will take place from September 2 to 
4, for students registered in fewer than 
12 units, allowing them to register up 
to 14 units without prior appointments.

For students expected to graduate, 
the period for submitting forms to 
complete the academic schedule will 
be from September 4 to 10. 

These forms are to be fi lled out 
electronically and remotely. For non-
graduating students registered in fewer 
than 12 academic units, the period for 
submitting forms will be from Septem-
ber 4 to 11.

❑ The fi nal withdrawal and addi-
tion period will be from September 
15 to 21, according to the registration 
system. The fi rst semester of the 2024-
2025 academic year will commence on 
Sunday, September 15.

KU announces registration, withdrawal
schedule for 1st semester of 2024-2025

Al-Awadhi

The sources emphasized that key 
conditions for removing the ban for 
students residing illegally include 
Certificate of Continuity of Study 
(a document confirming that the stu-
dent is actively enrolled in their edu-
cational program); Cultural Office 
Certificate (a certification from the 
cultural office proving the student’s 
registration); Educational Certifi-
cate (proof of the student’s academic 
standing) and Copy of Residence 
(documentation of the student’s resi-
dence in the country where they are 
studying).

This move aims to facilitate the aca-
demic progress of bedoun students and 
address their educational needs, while 
ensuring compliance with the newly 
established conditions.

Some children highlighted victims 
of violence and bullying, and called on 
schools to pay much attention to treat 
such issues.

Oral and emotional abuse is an inte-
grated part of violence that has painful 

He prayed to Allah to preserve the 
homeland and maintain the blessings 
of security and safety under the lead-
ership of His Highness the Amir, the 
Supreme Commander of the Armed 
Forces, and his loyal Crown Prince.

He expressed pride in the efforts of 
the Naval Forces members, praising 
their high effi ciency and dedication, 

A centralized GIS system is recom-
mended to manage detailed data on all 
government-owned lands and build-
ings.

This is in addition to new regula-
tions to control rental practices from 
the private sector and set maximum 
rental periods.

Procedures should also be estab-
lished for disposing of unused lands 
and buildings outside Kuwait.

To address these issues, the report 
suggests several solutions, including 
-- improving measurement and analysis 
tools, updating the Household Income 
and Expenditure Survey more frequent-
ly, implementing effective monetary 
policies to manage infl ation and enhanc-
ing the quality of public services and re-
ducing import costs.

Ignoring these infl ationary pressures 
could lead to further economic and so-
cial challenges, including decreased con-
sumer purchasing power and increased 
pressure on the national currency.

will be implemented immediately, 
overriding any confl icting regulations. 
Until a new evaluation mechanism is 
developed by the Human Resources 
and Comprehensive Services Sector, 
the “360 degree” evaluation method 
will be used on a temporary basis.

In addition, KPC has retained its 
position among the top 10 brands in 
the Middle East and remains the most 
valuable brand in the local market. Ac-
cording to the BrandDirectory’s an-
nual report on the most valuable and 
powerful brands in the Middle East, 
KPC ranked tenth with a brand value 
of $4.4 billion.

feelings, they said, stressing the need 
of raising awareness of children on vi-
olence and helping them to learn skills 
of resolving disputes.

They underlined the need of sports 
as a health tool for children facing vio-
lence and an effective way to combat 
negative feelings caused by violence.

Meanwhile, Attorney General in US 
Ohio State Dave Yost expressed his 
pride for being a CAF member over 
four years, stressing the need of effec-
tive action of children.

According to statistics, violence at 
Ohio’s schools dropped by 50 percent 
over the past years.

Speaking to KUNA, Al-Ebraheem 
said he was very impressed by the 
speeches of those children who have 
been honored, adding they give hopes 
for a future free of violence. He hoped 
that the CAF would continue its effec-
tive role.

This move came to honor the im-
pressive articles of those outstanding 
students and their creative solutions 
about violence to be involved at the 
Congress Library that will help docu-
ment their voices and ideas for the next 
generations. 

Some dignitaries have been honored 
due to their key role in protecting chil-
dren in their societies.

As an extension of the gratitude and 
generosity of the people of Kuwait, the 
KAF was founded in 1991 upon the 
core mission of strengthening ties be-
tween the United States and the State 
of Kuwait.

which refl ect the spirit of commitment 
and belonging that characterizes our 
armed forces.

During the visit, he received a 
comprehensive briefing on the tasks 
and duties performed by the naval 
personnel, including the degree of 
readiness, future plans, and training 
and qualification programs for its 
members.

Some ‘bedoun’

‘Eliminate abused

Kuwait army
Shocking data

CPI inflation

KPC &
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Kuwait’s FM meets GCC Secretary General
Minister of Foreign Affairs Abdullah Al-Yahya met with 
GCC Secretary General Jasem Al-Budaiwi on Thurs-
day, with the presence of Deputy Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Ambassador Sheikh Jarrah Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-

Sabah.
The two sides discussed joint Gulf work, in the light 

of Kuwait’s chairing and hosting of the next GCC sum-
mit. (KUNA)

KUNA photo
Foreign Minister Abdullah Al-Yahya during the meeting with the Secretary-General of the Gulf Cooperation Coun-

cil, Jassem Al-Budaiwi

KUWAIT CITY, July 25: The Direc-
torate General of Civil Aviation has 
announced that the Kuwait Interna-
tional Airport saw a total passenger 
traffi c of 1,350,973 in June, reports 
Al-Seyassah daily.

This marks a one percent in-
crease in passenger numbers com-
pared to the same period last year.

Abdullah Al-Rajhi, Acting Deputy 
Director General for Aviation Safe-
ty, Air Transport, and Civil Aviation 
Security, reported that while pas-

senger traffi c rose, aircraft traffi c 
saw a decrease of 3 percent. 

However, air cargo traffi c in-
creased by 2 percent during the 
same period.

The data reveals that in June, 
the airport handled 580,718 arriving 
passengers and 770,255 departing 
passengers. The total number of 
fl ights operated to and from the air-
port in June was 10,998, down from 
11,362 fl ights in June 2023.

Based on these rankings, the Gulf 
passports are the strongest in the Arab 
world; while those in the last places 
among Arab passports are Somalia, 
Yemen, Iraq and Syria.

At the global level, the Singapor-

ean passport topped the list, as it al-
lows its holder to enter 195 countries 
without a visa. Four European coun-
tries -- France, Germany, Italy and 
Spain along with Japan are in second 
place.

KUWAIT CITY, July 25: The Kuwaiti 
passport ranked third on the list of the 
most powerful passports among Arab 
countries and 49th in the world for the 
year 2024, as it entitles its holder to en-
ter 99 countries without a visa, reports 
Al-Rai daily.

According to data from Henley & 
Partners that specializes in immigra-
tion and residency affairs; the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) passport topped 
the list of the most powerful Arab pass-
ports and ranked ninth in the world, as 
it allows entry to 185 countries without 
a visa.

The Qatari passport ranked second 
in the Arab world and 46th globally, 
allowing entry to 107 countries with-
out a visa; the Saudi passport ranked 
fourth in the Arab world and 56th 
globally, allowing entry to 88 coun-
tries without a visa; the Bahraini pass-
port ranked fifth in the Arab world and 
57th globally, allowing entry to 87 
countries without a visa; the Sultanate 
of Oman passport ranked sixth in the 
Arab world and 58th internationally, 
allowing entry to 86 countries.  

By Abdul-Rahman Al-Shammari
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, July 25: The Civil Service Commission 
(CSC) urged the Ministry of Education to not reject any can-
didate from the Central Employment System, in compliance 
with the circular issued in this regard, unless the candidate 
does not visit the ministry within 30 days from the date of 
his nomination.

CSC Chairman Issam Al-Rubaian has instructed the min-
istries, government departments and agencies to not reject 
nominated job applicants registered in the system in compli-
ance with the circular that is based on the sovereign decision 
of His Highness the Amir Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber 
Al-Sabah dated Feb 18 and published in Issue No. 1676 of 
Kuwait Al-Youm Article Two thereof, unless he does not 
visit the agency where he is nominated within 30 days of his 
nomination.

The decision obliges all State agencies to submit their 
manpower needs to the CSC for approval in accordance with 
the regulations.

In a memorandum on the recent nominations, the CSC 
called on all other government agencies covered by the sys-
tem to adhere to the decision.

Al-Rubaian added: “Since the candidates for your 
agency were nominated in accordance with the decision 
that the CSC took in its meeting No. 1/2024, during which 
it approved the manpower needs plan received from your 
agency, and after verifying the number of vacancies in 
the financial grades allocated in your agency’s budget, as 
well as your agency’s need for various jobs and special-
izations entered by your agency through the integrated 
civil service systems; please adhere to the decision in this 
regard.”

Meanwhile, Assistant Undersecretary for Administrative 
Affairs and Administrative Development at the Ministry of 
Education instructed the assistant undersecretary for Public 
Education to adhere to the central employment regulations 
in line with the sovereign decision of His Highness the Amir 
and the CSC’s letter dated July 8, 2024 about CSC Circular 
No. 4/2024 on the approval of the manpower needs of all 
government agencies covered by the system.

Visa-free access to 99 nations

Ministry of Education urged to comply

Kuwaiti passport ranks 3rd in Arab World

CSC enforces employment nomination rule

Over 1.3mn passengers used
Kuwait airport in June: DGCA
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Europe

Macron regains prestige with Paris Olympics: Emman-
uel Macron has pledged to make France shine during the Olym-
pics. Weaker than ever at home after recent elections, the French 
president hopes the Paris Games also will help his own star glitter 
again.

The Olympics are the best way to convince the world to 
“choose France,” Macron said this week, trotting out a motto 
geared toward boosting foreign investment in the country. “It will 
promote our landscapes, our facilities, our savoir-faire as well, our 
gastronomy.”

Macron’s decision last month to call early legislative elections 
plunged France into a political turmoil. The vote left the Nation-
al Assembly, the influential lower house of parliament, with no 

dominant political bloc for the first time 
in modern France.

The French president said ministers 
from his centrist alliance would keep han-
dling the government’s work in a caretak-
er role at least until the end of the Olym-
pics to avoid creating “disorder” when the 
world has its eyes on France.

The Elysee Palace said Macron will 
express “the ambition of showcasing the 
entire France, its natural and cultural 
heritage, its art de vivre and its top-class 
athletes, to an audience of over 4 billion 
television viewers, including over 1 bil-
lion for the opening ceremony alone.”

In addition, Macron and International Olympic Committee 
President Thomas Bach have championed a summit meant to en-
courage world leaders and international organizations to support 
sports-related initiatives in areas like education, health, equality, 
inclusion and sustainable development. (AP)

❑     ❑     ❑

Italy’s PM to visit China: At the invitation of Chinese Premier 
Li Qiang, Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni will pay an of-
ficial visit to China from July 27 to 31, Chinese foreign ministry 
spokesperson Mao Ning announced on Thursday. (Xinhua)

❑     ❑     ❑

UK police officer suspended: A British police officer was 
suspended from all duties Thursday after a video was posted on 
social media that appeared to show an officer kicking and stamp-
ing on the head of a man lying on the floor of a terminal at Man-
chester Airport.

Greater Manchester Police said the incident occurred while po-
lice were trying to break up a fight at the airport’s Terminal Two 
on Wednesday. Three officers were assaulted, with one suffering 
a broken nose and another requiring hospital treatment, the force 
said.

“We understand the deep concerns that have been widely raised 
with us, and will continue to meet and discuss these feelings with 
Greater Manchester residents and elected representatives, whilst 
this independent investigation takes place,” Greater Manchester 
Police said in a statement.

The incident comes amid rising distrust of police in Britain 
following allegations of excessive force used against ethnic mi-
norities and scandals involving two serving police officers who 
were arrested for rape and murder. An independent investigation 
commissioned by the government recently found that London’s 
Metropolitan Police Service was institutionally racist, homopho-
bic and misogynistic.

The Manchester officer was suspended after crowds gathered 
outside a police station to protest police violence. Police said the 
demonstration concluded “without incident.’’ (AP)

❑     ❑     ❑

More than 100 flights cancelled in Germany: Germany’s 
busiest airport canceled more than 100 flights Thursday as envi-
ronmental activists launched a coordinated effort to disrupt air 
travel across Europe at the height of the summer holiday season to 
highlight the threat posed by climate change.

Frankfurt Airport said flights were halted for safety reasons 
after climate activists breached security fences, triggering a re-
sponse from police, firefighters and airport security officers. All 
runways were back in operation by 7:50 am local time, it said. 
About 140 flights have been cancelled so far, but further disrup-
tions are expected throughout the day, the airport said.

Environmental groups said they planned to target airports 
around Europe this summer to remind people about the link be-
tween fossil fuels, such as those used by airliners, and climate 
change. The groups are calling for governments around the world 
to end the extraction and burning of fossil fuels by 2030.

Climate data showed that Monday was the hottest day ever 
recorded as human-caused climate change continues to drive un-
precedented heat and growing weather extremes. Global invest-
ments in planet-warming oil and gas are expected to increase by 
7% this year, according to the International Energy Agency. (AP)

❑     ❑     ❑

Germany and UK ink deal: Germany and the United Kingdom 
hammered out Wednesday a defense declaration, the first of its 
kind between the two NATO allies, to buttress cooperation and 
coordination in defense development and procurement.

The deal, signed by German Defense Minister Boris Pistorius 
and UK Defense Secretary John Healey in Berlin, includes calls 
to bolster the defense industries in both countries, cooperate more 
closely on the development and procurement of weapons, and co-
ordinate “even better” on support for Ukraine, Pistorius said.

The pact would “strengthen the European pillar within NATO and 
thus NATO as a whole,” Pistorius told a joint press conference.

For his part, Healey said the deeper cooperation in the defense 
sector would boost both nations’ security as well as “national 
economies.”

“Our new defense declaration between the UK and Germany 
will kickstart a deep, new defense relationship, built on our na-
tions’ shared values,” Healey said.

He stressed that the UK new government is getting on with the 
job and resetting relationships with European Allies to make Brit-
ain secure at home and strong abroad.

Britain’s Defense Ministry said the two nations would also 
work together to tackle security challenges such as in the cyber 
domain. (KUNA)

❑     ❑     ❑

Spain SC challenges constitutionality of law:  Spain’s 
Supreme Court on Wednesday challenged the constitutionality 
of an amnesty law pushed through by the government earlier this 
year to help hundreds, potentially thousands, of Catalan separat-
ists.

The Supreme Court cannot strike down the amnesty, but it has 
asked the nation’s Constitutional Court to weigh in.

Spain passed the amnesty law in March to help the separatists 
in legal trouble for their roles in a failed 2017 secession attempt by 
elected officials of the northeastern region.

The Supreme Court said it believes that the amnesty violates 
the principle of equality before the law guaranteed in Spain’s con-
stitution. It said, for example, the amnesty pardons violent acts 
committed for the cause of Catalan independence, such as stone-
throwing at protests, while the same acts committed for other ends, 
political or not, are punishable.

The court also argued that the amnesty violates the constitu-
tional principle of legal certainty by creating an expectation that 
other political activists could break the law without punishment.

The Madrid-based court also took issue with preamble of the 
amnesty law that the amnesty would mend relations between sepa-
ratists and non-separatists, pointing to the lack of remorse shown 
by the leaders of the separatist movement. (AP)

❑     ❑     ❑

EU exec slams rule of law developments: The European 
Union’s executive commission Wednesday criticized rule of law 
developments in Hungary, Italy and Slovakia, but welcomed re-
forms in Poland and Spain in its latest democracy health check 
across the 27-nation bloc.

Across the board, EU countries had fully or partly addressed 
about two thirds of recommendations made by the commission 
in 2023, the EU executive said in its latest annual report on the 
state of the judiciary, anti-corruption efforts, press freedom and 
civil society.

“Protecting the rule of law is a continuous work,” European 
Commission Vice President Vera Jourová told journalists in Brus-
sels. “We see that further action is still needed, especially where 
systemic issues and backsliding occur in some countries.”

Hungary had made no progress implementing any of the seven 
reform recommendations set out by the commission last year. 
They covered issues such as the prosecution of high-level cor-
ruption, the independence of public media and the health of civil 
society. (AP)

Macron

US Republican presidential candidate former president Donald Trump speaks at a campaign rally in Charlotte, NC, on July 24. (AP)

Biden delivers solemn call to defend democracy

Trump turns his full focus on Harris
CHARLOTTE, N.C., July 25, (AP): 
Donald Trump unleashed a barrage 
of attack lines Wednesday against his 
likely new opponent, US Vice Presi-
dent Kamala Harris, whom he called 
his “new victim to defeat” and accused 
of deceiving the public about President 
Joe Biden ‘s ability to run for a second 
term.

The rally in Charlotte, North Caro-
lina marked his fi rst public campaign 
event since Biden dropped out of the 
2024 matchup and Harris became 
the Democrats’ likely nominee. The 
rally concluded minutes before Biden 
addressed the nation to explain he 
dropped his reelection bid to “pass 
the torch” to Harris, who is 22 years 
younger than him.

“So now we have a new victim to 
defeat: Lyin’ Kamala Harris,” Trump 
said, labeling her “the most incom-
petent and far-left vice president in 
American history.”

Trump called her a “radical left 
lunatic” and said she was “crazy” for 
her positions on abortion and on im-
migration. He also mispronounced 
her first name repeatedly, a deni-
grating approach to the first Black 
woman and person of South Asian 
descent likely to lead a major party’s 
presidential ticket.

Trump’s speech signaled the next 
stage for the campaign may be espe-
cially brutal and personal, even as 
some GOP leaders warned Republican 
allies not to use overtly racist and sex-
ist attacks against Harris.

Trump has ramped up his criticism 
of the vice president since Biden’s 
abrupt departure, calling Harris “the 
same as Biden but much more radical.”

 Blamed
He blamed her for what he portrays 

as the Biden administration’s failures, 
particularly security along the US-
Mexico border. On Wednesday, the 
speakers who appeared on stage before 
the Republican nominee attacked Har-
ris’ record on the border, highlighting 
she was tasked with leading a White 
House effort to tackle migration issues. 
Harris’ name was met with boos sev-
eral times during the speeches.

“She was assigned that, she was 
given that task, and she failed,” said 
Brandon Judd, former president of the 

National Border Patrol Council, the 
union that represents agents.

Trump also accused Harris of being 
just as responsible for Biden’s policies 
at the US-Mexico border, which saw 
illegal crossing arrests reach record 
highs at the end of 2023 and repeated 
his pledge to conduct mass deporta-
tions with the help of local police.

“Kamala’s deadly destruction of 
America’s borders is completely and 
totally disqualifying. She shouldn’t be 
allowed to run for president with what 
she’s done,” Trump told supporters.

Trump has hedged on plans for 
an expected debate with Harris, fi rst 
saying that he wanted Fox News, not 
ABC, to host the matchup he had orig-
inally scheduled for September with 
Biden. On Tuesday, Trump appeared 
to tweak that message again, saying on 
a call with reporters that he’d like to 
debate Harris “more than once” but not 
committing to appearing at the debate 
currently on the books and saying he’d 
only agreed to debate Biden twice, not 
Harris.

Also:
WASHINGTON: US President Joe 
Biden on Wednesday delivered a sol-
emn call to voters to defend the coun-
try’s democracy as he laid out in an 
Oval Offi ce address his decision to 
drop his bid for reelection and throw 
his support behind Vice President Ka-
mala Harris.

Insisting that “the defense of de-
mocracy is more important than any ti-
tle,” Biden used his fi rst public address 
since his announcement Sunday that 
he was stepping aside to deliver an im-
plicit repudiation of former president 
Donald Trump. He did not directly 
call out Trump, whom he has called 
an existential threat to democracy. The 
10-minute address also gave Biden a 
chance to try to shape how history will 
remember his one and only term in of-
fi ce.

“Nothing, nothing can come in the 
way of saving our democracy,” Biden 
said, in a somber coda to his 50 years 
spent in public offi ce. “And that in-
cludes personal ambition.”

It was a moment for the history 
books - a US president refl ecting be-
fore the nation on why he was taking 
the rare step of voluntarily handing off 

power. It hasn’t been done since 1968, 
when Lyndon Johnson announced he 
would not seek reelection in the heat of 
the Vietnam War.

“I revere this offi ce,” Biden said. 
“But I love my country more.”

Trump, just an hour earlier at a cam-
paign rally, revived his baseless claims 
of voter fraud in the 2020 presidential 
election, which he lost to Biden. His 
refusal to concede inspired the Capi-
tol insurrection of Jan 6, 2021, which 
Biden called “the worst attack on our 
democracy since the Civil War.”

Biden skirted the political real-
ity that brought him to that point: 
His abysmal performance in a debate 
against Trump nearly a month ago, 
where he spoke haltingly, appeared 
ashen and failed to rebut his predeces-
sor’s attacks, sparked a crisis of confi -
dence from Democrats.

❑     ❑     ❑

INDIANAPOLIS: US Vice President 
Kamala Harris told members of the 
historically Black sorority Zeta Phi 
Beta on Wednesday that “we are not 
playing around” and asked for their 
help in electing her president in No-
vember.

“In this moment, I believe we face 
a choice between two different visions 
for our nation, one focused on the fu-
ture, the other focused on the past,” 
she said in a speech three days after 
launching her bid for the White House. 
“And with your support, I am fi ghting 
for our nation’s future.”

Voters in Indiana haven’t backed 
a Democratic presidential candi-
date in nearly 16 years. But Harris, 
a woman of Black and South Asian 
descent, was speaking to a group al-
ready excited by her historic status 
as the likely Democratic nominee 
and one that her campaign hopes can 
expand its coalition.

On Wednesday, she thanked the 
room full of women for their work 
electing her vice president, and Joe 
Biden president. “And now, in this 
moment, our nation needs your leader-
ship once again,” she said.

In a memo released Wednesday, 
campaign chair Jen O’Malley Dillon 
pointed to support among female, non-
white and younger voters as critical to 
success.

Politics

Police offi cers take a look at a hole in 
a fence near a runway at the airport 
in Frankfurt, Germany, on  July 25. 
Climate activists left their equipment 
back after cutting the hole and glued 
themselves to the ground blocking air 

traffi c for several hours. (AP)

Hochul Trudeau

Jasper wildfi re burns structures: One 
of two raging wildfi res menacing the town 
of Jasper in the Canadian Rockies’ largest 
national park roared into town Wednesday 
and began burning buildings.

Jasper National Park offi cials said the 
fi re entered the southern edge of the com-
munity Wednesday evening and crews were 
battling multiple structural fi res and work-
ing to protect key infrastructure. There were 
signifi cant losses in some areas, they said.

Forest fi refi ghters and others without self-
contained breathing apparatuses were told to 
evacuate to the nearby town of Hinton, with 
structural fi refi ghters staying behind.

Parks Canada spokesperson James East-
ham told reporters outside Jasper that the 
town is fi lled with smoke and there “has 
been structural loss.”

“At this point I can’t confi rm how many, 
locations or specifi c structures. The fi re con-
tinues to burn,” he said.

Parks Canada said fi refi ghters are work-
ing to save “as many structures as possible 
and to protect critical infrastructure, includ-
ing the wastewater treatment plant, com-
munications facilities, the Trans Mountain 
Pipeline and others.”

Jasper is being menaced by fi res from the 
north and south, and the town’s 5,000 resi-
dents -- along with 20,000 more park visi-
tors -- fl ed on short notice late Monday night 
when the fi res fl ared up.

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau said they 
are “mobilizing every necessary resource 
available.” Alberta Premier Danielle Smith 
said she was “heartbroken.” (AP)

❑     ❑     ❑

US military intercepts planes: The 
North American Aerospace Defense Com-
mand (NORAD) announced Wednesday in-
tercepting four Russian and Chinese aircraft 
near Alaska.

The fi ghter jets intercepted Chinese and 
Russian bombers off the coast of Alaska 
coming from China and Russia, NORAD 
said in a statement.

“Detected, tracked, and intercepted two 
Russian TU-95 and two Chinese H-6 bomb-
ers military aircraft operating in the Alaska 
Air Defense Identifi cation Zone (ADIZ),” 
the statement added.

The aircraft did not enter the sovereign 
airspace of the US and Canada as they re-
mained in international airspaces, noted the 
statement.  (KUNA)

❑     ❑     ❑

North America

Security personnel gather near the scene of a car explosion in Moscow, Russia 
on July 24. Two people were injured in a car explosion in Moscow, local media 
reported on Wednesday. The explosion was caused by the detonation of an 
unidentifi ed object in a car parked in the courtyard of a residential building in 
northern Moscow, Russia’s TASS News Agency quoted spokesperson of the 

Russian Ministry of Internal Affairs Irina Volk as saying. (Xinhua)

Home of gov’s ex-aide searched: The 
FBI searched the Long Island home of a for-
mer aide to New York Gov Kathy Hochul 
on Tuesday.

The former staffer, Linda Sun, has not 
been accused of wrongdoing, and an FBI 
spokesman declined to release details be-
yond confi rming that agents “conducted 

court-authorized law enforcement activity 
in Manhasset.”

Sun and her husband, Chris Hu, share the 
$3.5 million home in a gated community on 
Long Island called Stone Hill. The search 
was fi rst reported by The New York Times. 
Neither Sun or Hu returned voicemails 
seeking comment from the Associated Press 
on Wednesday. The couple purchased the 
home in 2021. Earlier this year, they placed 
the home in a trust, records show. (AP)

❑     ❑     ❑

Hiker falls to death: A bucket-list climb 
to the top of Yosemite National Park’s Half 
Dome turned to tragedy for a young Arizona 
woman who fell to her death during a de-
scent forced by a sudden storm that pounded 
the iconic granite monolith this month.

Grace Rohloff, 20, an experienced hiker 
and Arizona State University student, died 
on July 13, the news organization SFGATE 
reported Tuesday.

Rohloff was hiking with her father, Jona-
than Rohloff, after securing one of the lim-
ited daily permits required to climb Half 
Dome and making the drive from Phoenix 
to Yosemite.

Half Dome rises to 8,800 feet (2,682 me-
ters) above sea level. The hike is a 16-mile 
(26- kilometer) round trip with an elevation 
gain of 4,800 feet (1,463 meters).

The last 400 feet (122 meters) of the 
climb is done with the help of cables sup-
ported by metal posts that essentially act as 
handrails. (AP)



Typhoon Gaemi heads for China: 
A strong typhoon was expected to 
make landfall in China on Thurs-
day after sweeping across Taiwan, 
where it caused landslides and 
fl ooding in low-lying areas and left 
three dead.

Typhoon Gaemi swept up the 
western Pacifi c, intensifying sea-
sonal rains earlier in the week in 
the Philippines, where the death 
toll has climbed to 22.

Offi ces and schools in Taiwan 
were closed for the second consec-
utive day on Thursday and people 
were urged to stay home and away 
from the coastline. Two people 
were killed on Wednesday before 
the storm made landfall around 
midnight, and a 78-year-old man 
died after his home was hit by a 
mudslide on Thursday afternoon, 
Taiwan’s Central News Agency 
said. Another 380 people were re-
ported injured.

A third death on Wednesday - a 
driver pinned under an overturned 
excavator - was initially attributed 
to the typhoon but later was de-
termined not be linked, the news 
agency said.

The island is regularly hit by 
typhoons and has boosted its 
warning systems, but its topogra-
phy, high population density and 
high-tech economy make it dif-
ficult to avoid losses when such 
storms hit. The capital, Taipei, 
was unusually quiet, with light 
rain falling and occasionally gust-
ing winds.

In China’s coastal Fujian prov-
ince, fl ights, trains and ferry ser-
vices were canceled, and more than 
150,000 people evacuated as the ty-
phoon approached, the offi cial Xin-
hua News Agency said. After hit-
ting the coast, the storm is expected 
to bring heavy rains to inland areas 

including the capital, Beijing, over 
the next three days.

In the Philippines, the death toll 
rose due to drownings and land-
slides. At least three people are 
missing, according to police.

The Philippine coast guard re-
ported that an oil tanker, MT Terra 
Nova, loaded with about 1.4 mil-
lion liters (370,000 gallons) of 
industrial fuel oil sank off Limay 
town in Bataan province early 
Thursday and rescuers saved 15 of 
16 crew members.

It’s not immediately clear if 
the sinking was related to the bad 
weather and rough seas but Trans-
port Secretary Jaime Bautista said 
coast guard personnel could not im-
mediately reach the area to contain 
a possible oil spill because of the 
rough sea conditions.

The storm prompted the cancel-

lation of air force drills off Tai-
wan’s east coast. (AP)

❑     ❑     ❑

Oil tanker sinks in Manila Bay: 
A Philippine oil tanker sank in 
Manila Bay early Thursday after 
encountering huge waves, and the 
coast guard was working to deter-
mine whether the vessel was leak-
ing oil - in what could be a major 
spill - after it rescued 16 of 17 crew 
members in a nighttime operation, 
offi cials said.

The tanker Terra Nova left 
Bataan province en route to the 
central province of Iloilo with 
about 1.4 million liters (370,000 
gallons) of industrial fuel oil stored 
in watertight tanks when it got buf-
feted by huge waves and took on 
water. The crew struggled to steer 
the tanker back to port but it even-
tually sank shortly after midnight, 

coast guard spokesperson Rear 
Admiral Armando Balilo said, cit-
ing statements from surviving crew 
members.

The sinking followed days of 
monsoon rains, exacerbated by 
a passing offshore typhoon, that 
caused landslides and fl oodings 
across the archipelago, leaving at 
least 22 people dead and displacing 
more than half a million people.

An aerial survey spotted an oil 
spill about 3.7 kilometers (2.3 
miles) long near the rough sea-
waters where the tanker sank but 
that may have come from the fuel 
intended to power the tanker’s en-
gine, not the much greater amount 
of fuel the Terra Nova was carrying 
as cargo, Balilo said.

A coast guard ship, the BRP 
Melchora Aquino, was in the wa-
ters where the tanker sank, more 
than 6 kilometers (about 4 miles) 
from Bataan province’s coast, to 
search for the last missing crew-
man and to carry out an initial as-
sessment of the tanker’s fuel oil 
cargo, Balilo told an online news 
conference.

He added that the coast guard 
was bracing to contain a possible 
major oil spill.

“There’s a big danger that Ma-
nila would be affected, its shore-
lines, if the fuel leaks because 
this happened within Manila Bay. 
It’s part of the contingency we’re 
preparing for,” Balilo said. “The 
effect on the marine environment 
would not be good.”

Balilo later said the oil tanker 
sank at a relatively shallow depth 
of 34 meters (111 feet), based on 
an initial assessment, and raised 
the possibility that its fuel oil cargo 
could be siphoned off by special 
ships in a delicate operation that 
could take about a week. (AP)

INTERNATIONAL
ARAB TIMES, FRIDAY-SATURDAY, JULY 26-27, 2024

7

Ruto appoints oppn ministers: 
Kenya’s president on Wednesday 
incorporated the opposition in his 
new Cabinet, appointing four minis-
ters from the main opposition party 
in a bid to form a broad-based gov-
ernment that would address govern-
ance issues raised in deadly protests.

President William Ruto on 
Wednesday appointed the minority 
leader in parliament and opposition 
leader Raila Odinga’s party chair-
man in his new Cabinet despite a 

split in the 
o p p o s i t i o n 
coalition that 
saw other par-
ties distance 
t h e m s e l v e s 
from govern-
ment talks.

The weeks 
of turmoil in 
East Africa’s 
e c o n o m i c 
hub have led 
to dozens of 

deaths, the fi ring of most Cabinet 
members and calls for Ruto’s res-
ignation. Protests began with Ken-
yans’ rejecting a proposed bill to 
impose more taxes as millions in 
the country barely get by amid ris-
ing prices.

The president on Wednesday 
lauded political parties for “their 
willingness to set aside partisan 
positions and interests in order to 
join a visionary partnership for the 
radical transformation of Kenya is 
a historic gesture of their patriot-
ism.”

Odinga, who earlier called for 
talks to calm the unrest, on Tues-
day denied allegations that he had 
been bribed to join Ruto in form-
ing a broad-based government. He 
expressed his support to protesters 
adding that there would only be 
dialogue after the president adheres 

to the demands from demonstra-
tors. (AP)

❑     ❑     ❑

Biya postpones polls: Cam-
eroonian President Paul Biya on 
Wednesday evening signed a de-
cree postponing municipal elections 
scheduled for February next year.

The decree extended the mandate 
for current municipal councilors for 
a year from its expiry date of Feb. 
25, 2025 to May 31, 2026.

The decree came barely two 
weeks after the country’s National 
Assembly, or the lower house of 
parliament, approved a bill extend-
ing the mandate for its current law-
makers for a year.

Biya did not say why the elections 
have been postponed but offi cials of 
the ruling party, Cameroon People 
Democratic Movement (CPDM), 
explained that it was part of efforts 
by the government “to lighten a con-
gested” electoral calendar. (Xinhua)

❑     ❑     ❑

Ethiopia landslide death toll 257: 
The death toll from Monday’s land-
slide in southern Ethiopia has risen 
to 257, and could reach up to 500, 
the United Nations Offi ce for the Co-
ordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
(UNOCHA) said Thursday.

More than 15,000 affected people 
need to be evacuated, and the gov-
ernment is fi nalizing an evacuation 
plan, UNOCHA said in a situation 
report.

The landslide in Geze Gofa Dis-
trict occurred Monday morning in 
the midst of a rainy season, which 
is expected to last until mid-Sep-
tember.

Some of the victims died in sub-
sequent secondary landslides. Many 
remain unaccounted for.

Seasonal rains occasionally cause 
deadly landslides in some parts of 
the East African country. (Xinhua)
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From fear to fortitude ... Ghafari tells tale of survival
By Chaitali B. Roy

Special to the Arab Times

In June, as the Afghan cricket 
team stormed into the World Cup 

Cricket T20 semi-fi nals, hundreds 
and thousands of Afghan men rushed 
out into the streets in Afghanistan in 
celebration. But as one-half of Af-
ghanistan celebrated, its other half 
remained ensconced in darkness.  
Since August 2021,  after the US 
and NATO forces left Afghanistan 
and the Taliban swept into Kabul,  a 
reign of terror descended on Afghan 
women.  Forced and early marriage, 
domestic violence, suicide, drug 
addiction, and an eradication of 
Afghan women from all aspects of 
public life followed.

Afghanistan’s story as a nation, 
its people, and its women is compel-
ling.  In 1919, Afghan women were 
granted the right to vote, just after a 
year when British women got their 
suffrage.  The fi rst school for girls 
in Afghanistan opened in 1920.  In 
1953, the Prime Minister of Afghan-
istan, Mohammed Daoud Khan, in-
troduced social reforms that allowed 
women a more public presence. By 
1957, Afghan women were allowed 
to attend university and join the 
workforce. In the 1970s, the Afghan 
government raised the marriage age 
for women from 18 to 21, abolished 
polygamy and introduced compulso-
ry education.  But in 1995, the Tali-
ban emerged from the shadows of 
darkness and rose to power on false 
promises of peace. The effect was 
devastating on Afghan women. By 
the end of the Taliban’s fi rst rule in 
2001, less than one million Afghan 
children were in school, and none of 
them were girls.  The total absence 
of freedom for Afghan women and 
their complete invisibility from pub-
lic life continues after 2021.

It is in this context of the total 
invisibility of Afghan women and 
their resistance to the Taliban’s to-
tal misogyny, that ‘In Her Hands’ 
a documentary centred on Zarifa 
Ghafari, the former female mayor 
of Maidan Shahr, a district in Af-
ghanistan, becomes more poignant. 
Broadcast on Netfl ix and produced 
by Hillary and Chelsea Clinton, and 
directed by Tamana Ayazi and Mar-
cel Mettelsiefen, the fi lm centres on 
Ghafari, a fi rebrand who has long 
waged a war for women’s education 
and women’s rights in Afghanistan 
and is now living in exile in Ger-
many.

‘In Her Hands’  is a close por-
trait of the youngest female mayor 
in Afghanistan. In this fi lm, Ghafari 
shares her challenging journey in a 
patriarchal society where women 
are hardly heard, her campaign for 
mayor of Maidan Shahr, its reper-
cussions, including character as-
sassination and stiff opposition, her 
inability to take offi ce despite win-
ning, and the support she received 
from her then fi ancé, partner, and 
now husband. 

In an exclusive interview with 
Arab Times, Zarifa Ghafari shares 
her life journey, the trials and tribu-
lations, and her personal experience 
of living under the Taliban regime. 
She highlights the constant fear 
and insecurity faced due to attacks 
and threats. She emphasizes the 
importance of perseverance and re-

silience in the face of adversity and 
articulates the need for international 
support and recognition of Afghan 
women’s achievements in the face 
of political instability.

Arab Times: I would like to start 
with your childhood. What are your 
strongest memories of your child-
hood?

Zarifa: I was a Kabuli girl. You 
know the Kabuli girls or boys are 
different. They feel they are very 
different from other children living 
around the country, especially in the 
countryside.

AT: Why do you say that children 
in Kabul are different?

Zarifa: The country’s centre dif-
fered from the countryside. Despite 
living in the country’s centre, having 
different opportunities than other 
students living in the countryside, 
having an educated mom and dad, 
and having a middle-class life, life 
for me as a child was always chal-
lenging.

As the eldest child of my family, 
I had to struggle as a girl. As a six-
year-old, I had to take care of the rest 
of my siblings; I had to cook, wash, 
bake bread, and do everything, in-
cluding the fi nancial stuff of the 
family.  Despite that, I needed to be 
fi rst in my class, and I needed to be 
smart in my studies.  If not, my colo-
nel and military offi cer dad would 
be tough on me. He was always too 
tough with me than my siblings. And 
now, looking back, I feel that he 
knew that one day, he wouldn’t be 
there, and he wanted someone to be 
tough enough to handle everything.

AT: So, in a way, he was train-
ing you?

Zarifa: And for that, I am thank-
ful to him. 

AT: I’m sure you were not thank-
ful then, right? I think, as adults, we 
see things differently.

Zarifa: At that time, I wondered 
why my dad was doing this to me.  
Why is he treating me differently? 
Why is he taking my brothers every-
where with him but not me? Why am 
I being told to mind my walk, smile, 
words, and clothes? Go here. Don’t 
go there. But my brothers were free 
to walk into a room full of men, sit 
with them, discuss and laugh, and 
make fun and jokes. For me, it was 
always, why is it so different? That’s 
how I started my activism.  But af-
ter losing my dad, I realized I was 
enough. I was strong enough to be 
there, to keep pushing my family 
forward, and to give them the sup-
portand the backup they needed.

AT: Is it true that you studied in 
secret as a child? 

Zarifa: As a child? Defi nitely. As 
a four-year-old girl, I studied in a 
hidden classroom. 

AT: What was the reason for that? 
Zarifa: It was during the Taliban. 

My mom told me that I held a note-
book on my head to avoid the sun 
coming into my face, and I would 
proudly walk to my school. Later, 
we moved to another area of Kabul, 
and after a year, the Taliban was 
gone. By then, I was six years old 
and began attending school openly. 

AT: So suddenly, you were free to 
attend school?

Zarifa: No one went to school 
or university, and suddenly, every-
thing changed 360 degrees. It was 

the same thing on the 15th of Au-
gust 2021, when the Taliban took 
over Afghanistan again. No one was 
prepared for what happened. That 
morning, I was going to my offi ce. 
My family told me not to go. But I 
was like, no worries. Nothing will 
happen. 

AT: It was a big betrayal.
Zarifa: It does seem like that 

now.
AT: Why do you say you were 

unprepared for what happened? 
Zarifa: It’s not that we never 

thought it would happen, but we 
didn’t see it coming so fast. From 
the day the agreement was signed 
between the Taliban and the UN in 
Doha, from that same day, we knew 
it was coming.  Because we were 
people at the core of things, we knew 
that something was about to happen, 
that they were selling us out. We lost 
everything we achieved in the past 
20 years. The US seemed to make 
this deal to wash their hands off us. 

In July 2021, Blinken was secretly 
in Kabul. Five of us from different 
walks of life met him at the US Em-
bassy. I told him face to face, don’t 
do this. But the response was don’t 
worry, we are fi ne. We are making 
sure that everything is under control. 
And then the opposite happened. On 
August 14 that midnight, a huge sec-
tion of the US military left. No one 
knew. They just left in the middle of 
the night.  We knew it would hap-
pen, but the suddenness of it was 
unexpected. We were not prepared. 
It is not that we were dependent. It 
was our soldiers fi ghting at the front 
lines. We had fought for everything 
we achieved over twenty years.  It 
was like we were sold out. 

AT: I want to go back to your life; 
I have read that you got a scholarship 
to study at a university in India. Did 
your parents support you, a young 
Afghan girl who decided to leave her 
home and go abroad to study?

Zarifa: I always had to struggle. 
My mother was a working mother, 
and my father wanted a properly run 
home.  He didn’t stop my mother 

because they needed the money. At 
that time, she worked as a teacher in 
a government school.  At times, my 
dad told me not to go to school. You 
can do it later. You are too young; 
you can do it later.Sometimes,my 
siblings who were at home played 
and made the house dirty. When 
my dad returned home and saw the 
mess, he would get upset. When I re-
turned home from school, he would 
be tough on me. 

AT: What got you interested in 
public service? 

Zarifa: Normally, in my country, 
people believe mayorship is a male 
thing. That was something I wanted 
to prove wrong. I always tried to 
prove that we are more capable of 
doing things as girls or women.  And 
then my husband, who was then my 
friend, told me that the mayor’s posi-
tion was announced and that I should 
go for it. I didn’t want to go for a 
government position; I was good 
with my NGOs and other work.  But 
he got upset and stopped speaking to 
me. After a few days, I decided to 
give it a try. But for me, it was just a 
try. And then, when my name came 
out on the list, there was a big move-
ment against me.It was just a try; I 
was not too eager to have it. I could 
not understand the negative compe-
tition. I remember them calling me 
a characterless woman. They said I 
am not Muslim. I studied in India. 
I had many affairs there.  I am evil.  
I wanted to compete in the mayoral 
raceprofessionally, and then I got all 
the backlashes. That time, I felt that 
those guys were doing that because 
they knew if they did it to a woman, 
she would put up her hands in defeat 
and stand away. But I was not going 
to do that, no matter what. 

AT: It made you more deter-
mined.

Zarifa: I said, let’s fi ght this. 
I decided to prove the ability of a 
woman. It did not matter that I was a 
24-year-old girl.

AT: Did you think you would 
win? 

Zarifa: I believed in my knowl-

edge. I believed in my planning. I 
believed that I was capable. 

AT: What was the biggest hurdle 
in your race for mayor? 

Zarifa: I think it was my mindset. 
I needed to believe in myself, trust 
myself, and compete with myself 
more than anyone else. The earlier 
you accept and believe in yourself, 
you will be out there facing it. I 
remember all the attacks from the 
Taliban, the mafi a, the government 
on one side and myself and then my 
fi ancée all alone on the other side. 

AT: I saw in the documentary that 
you took up offi ce after nine months.

Zarifa: People didn’t want me 
there because they knew their ille-
gal businesses would cease.  They 
refused to recognise me as their 
mayor. Everyone told me to give up, 
but I refused. I said, no matter how 
long it takes, I will fi ght. 

AT: How tough was the job 
and that too in a place like Maidan 
Shahr?

Zarifa: It wasn’t tough. I enjoyed 
my role. I was the only lady walk-
ing in a male dominated city. From 
passengers in a car to shopkeepers – 
everyone was a man. You rarely saw 
a woman walk in that city. But I, as a 
young woman, walked that city and 
ordered people in and out. I did my 
job ordering all those men who nev-
er listened to even their mothers, but 
they had to listen to me as I enforced 
the law. Another reason I enjoyed it 
was to see how women were happy 
to see me there. They were very 
happy to know that the mayor was a 
woman. They fi rst came to me with 
their problems. Their belief and their 
trust were what I enjoyed. 

AT: You were the mayor of 
Maidan Shahr, the capital of Maidan 
Wardok, a Taliban stronghold. You 
must have felt fear going about your 
work.

Zarifa: It was always tough. 
Every time I drove to my offi ce and 
back, I felt worried. I thought that if 
there were an attack or an explosion, 
I would lose my leg.  Sometimes, 
when I saw someone crossing my 

car in a traffi c jam, I would worry 
about them putting a gun to my head.  
After I got a bulletproof car, I wor-
ried about my leg. 

AT: The Taliban have said women 
are not adhering to the headscarf rule, 
they are banned from working for the 
government, for domestic and foreign 
NGOs and girls above sixth grade 
have not been allowed in schools 
since 2021. How bad is it now?  Has 
there been any change in the Taliban 
stance since they took over? 

Zarifa: The Taliban never 
changed; they cannot change. Any-
one who believes that the Taliban 
will change is fooling themselves. 

AT: Is there any light at the end of 
the tunnel for Afghan women? 

Zarifa: It is not just about women 
in Afghanistan. It is a very big re-
gional political game that is being 
played. 

AT: Is the Taliban scared of 
women? How can they totally ne-
gate their existence?

Zarifa: There are two important 
things. Number one, if a woman is 
educated and independent if a wom-
an can at least decide for themselves 
that they will not let their children 
become terrorists, then the cycle of 
terrorism will take a hit. Secondly, 
if women come out of their homes, 
their schools and universities and 
run things, it will change everything 
for everyone, including the Taliban. 
Anyone who is the bigger player 
at the core of this entire thing will 
lose, so it serves them better to keep 
women out of the picture. 

AT: I saw in the documentary that 
you returned to Afghanistan a few 
times. Why did you do that? You 
could have been killed. 

Zarifa: When I landed in Kabul 
and disembarked, I was shaking. But 
then suddenly, the beautiful sun on 
my face and the beautiful smell of 
Kabul gave me a feeling of being on 
my own land.  I forgot the shaking. I 
avoided looking at the Taliban faces 
on my way from the airport. 

AT: You have faced several as-
sassination attempts. And yet you go 
back. How do you keep going? 

Zarifa: You know what’s hap-
pening today, is not something I 
want for my daughter. So I need to 
fi ght it now. If I don’t want to go 
through what I am going through 
now, I must fi ght it. If not, it will re-
main the same.  I don’t want my girl 
tomorrow to stand before me and tell 
me why you didn’t do something. I 
want my daughter to lead a life full 
of dignity, respect and rights, live in 
our country and not be called a refu-
gee. 

AT: How are you dealing with 
staying far away from your home-
land?

Zarifa: I don’t believe I am too 
far away. Just because I am physi-
cally not there doesn’t mean I am 
not there. I’m connected with my 
people. My NGO is working. I’m 
working on rounding up a group of 
women from different corners of the 
country. 

AT: You are advocating for direct 
dialogue between the Taliban and 
the Afghan women.

Zarifa: That could happen, but 
I’m sure the Taliban will not agree 
because they are really afraid of us. 
They know that we know them.

Icon of perseverance defying odds

Zarifa Ghafari

Ruto

This panoramic photo shows people visiting the 8th China-South Asia 
Expo in Kunming, southwest China’s Yunnan Province, July 23. The 
8th China-South Asia Expo opened on Tuesday in Kunming, the capi-
tal of southwest China’s Yunnan Province, attracting over 2,000 ex-
hibitors. Nearly half of the exhibitors are companies from South and 

Southeast Asia. (Xinhua)
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Business   Change Closing pts
DUBAI - DFMGI +9.00 4,237.65

   Change Closing pts
SAUDI - TASI -75.00 12,026.21
JAPAN - Nikkei 225 -1,285.34 37,869.51
PHILIPPINES - PSEi -82.85 6,670.27
PAKISTAN - KSE 100 -1,049.90 78,391.81

Oil down to $82.61 pb

Sustainable sukuk issuances reach $5.2 bln

KNPC launches fifth 
corporate hackathon

Kuwait emerging as leader in 
sustainable and green sukuk

KUWAIT CITY, July 25, (Agencies): 
Kuwait National Petroleum Company 
(KNPC) has launched the fi fth edition 
of its corporate hackathon, focusing 
this year on the Support Services Sec-
tor, reports Al-Jarida daily.

The event aims to enhance the 
skills and capabilities of employees 
by encouraging them to develop so-
lutions for the sector’s challenges. 

The hackathon involves around 
200 participants from various teams 
and departments, divided into 22 
teams, supervised by experts from 
Support Services.

Deputy CEO for Support Services, 
Kholoud Al-Mutairi, highlighted that 
this is the fi rst hackathon in the Ku-
waiti oil sector to incorporate gen-
erative artifi cial intelligence (AI) plat-
forms. The event follows workshops 
on innovation, brainstorming, and 
technical training related to modern 
tech platforms, including AI.

Al-Mutairi emphasized that the 
company’s digital transformation 
strategy relies on innovation and the 
human element. 

The hackathon aims to help em-
ployees learn global digital skills, par-
ticularly in AI, which is rapidly evolv-
ing and crucial as the industry faces 
energy transformation challenges.

Dr. Hussein Al-Natsheh, an AI ex-
pert, explained that the generative AI 
platform used in the hackathon sim-
plifi es information retrieval without 

needing complex codes, making it 
user-friendly. 

This technology is expected to 
drive signifi cant digital transforma-
tion within KNPC by providing se-
cure and effi cient information access 
and saving costs associated with in-
ternal networks.

Also:
KUWAIT CITY: Price of Kuwaiti oil 
dropped USD 1.29 to settle at USD 
82.61 per barrel on Wednesday com-
pared with USD 83.90 pb the day be-
fore, Kuwait Petroleum Corporation 
(KPC) said in on Thursday.

Globally, the price of Brent crude 
rose by 70 cents to USD 81.71 pb, 
while West Texas Intermediate 
crude rose by 63 cents to USD 77.59 
pb.

Oil prices settled higher on 
Wednesday, supported by large de-
clines in US crude and fuel stocks, 
as well as growing supply risks 
from Canadian wildfi res, but hov-
ered close to their lowest level in six 
weeks due to concerns over weak 
global demand.

The US Energy Information Ad-
miration said that US crude oil in-
ventories fell by 3.7 million barrels 
last week, while gasoline stocks fell 
by 5.6 million barrels and distillate 
stocks, which includes diesel and 
heating oil, fell by 2.8 million bar-
rels. 

KUWAIT CITY, July 25: As of mid-
2024, sustainable sukuk issuances 
have reached approximately $5.2 
billion from January to June, accord-
ing to a report by Standard & Poor’s 
Credit Rating Agency, reports Al-
Seyassah daily.

This is a signifi cant portion of the 
total sukuk issuances amounting to 
$91.9 billion in the fi rst half of the 
year. The agency projects that sus-
tainable sukuk issuances could hit 
around $12 billion by the end of the 
year.

The report highlights that 80% of 
these sustainable issuances in the 
fi rst six months of 2024 originated 
from banks in the Gulf countries, 
refl ecting their commitment to cli-
mate transformation and sustainable 
fi nance.

In this context of growing inter-
est in sustainable fi nancial instru-
ments, Kuwait presents two distinct 
scenarios. On one hand, the Kuwaiti 
private sector is emerging as a re-
gional leader in innovative fi nancing 
instruments, including both Sharia-
compliant “sustainable sukuk” and 
“green sukuk,” as well as traditional 
“green bonds.”

Kuwait Finance House (KFH) has 
been instrumental in advancing sus-
tainable and green sukuk. In 2021, 
KFH Capital, the investment arm of 
the group, orchestrated a landmark 
issuance of $350 million in sustain-
ability sukuk for KFH Turkey. This 
issuance was notable as it was the 
fi rst sustainable sukuk issued by an 
Islamic fi nancial institution and the 
fi rst global sustainable tier-2 sukuk.

In a signifi cant move earlier this 
year, the National Bank of Kuwait 
(NBK) issued its fi rst green bonds 
worth $500 million. This issuance 
was part of a global medium-term se-
curities program and marked a mile-
stone as the fi rst green bonds issued 
by a Kuwaiti fi nancial institution. It 
is also among the largest green bond 
issuances by a conventional fi nancial 
institution in the region and the fi rst 
green issuance by a bank in the re-
gion in 2024.

NBK’s green bond issuance is 
aligned with the bank’s strategy to 
bolster its liquidity position while 
reinforcing its commitment to envi-
ronmental, social, and institutional 
governance principles and practices. 
This move refl ects the growing em-
phasis on sustainability in the Ku-
waiti fi nancial sector and positions 
Kuwait as a signifi cant player in the 
regional and global green fi nance 
landscape.

In the fi rst half of 2024, the total 
subscription requests for “Al-Wa-
tani” sukuk reached approximately 
$1.5 billion, excluding orders from 
issuing managers. This high level of 
demand refl ects investor confi dence 
in Kuwait as an attractive investment 
destination. Following this issuance, 
Al-Watani announced its goal of 
growing its sustainable asset portfo-
lio to $10 billion by 2030.

The second scenario involves the 
issuance of “sovereign green sukuk” 
or “sustainable sovereign sukuk,” 
which Standard & Poor’s considers 
an optimal fi nancing option for gov-
ernments amid challenging econom-
ic conditions. However, according 
to fi nancial sources, Kuwait faces 
signifi cant challenges due to the ab-
sence of a public debt law. This reg-

ulatory gap limits the government’s 
ability to leverage investor confi -
dence in Kuwait’s investment appeal 
and its high sovereign rating, which 
could positively impact fi nancing 
costs. Furthermore, it hampers ef-
forts to reduce costs for sustainable 
development projects. Kuwait has 
set a goal to derive 15% of its elec-
tricity from alternative energy sourc-
es, but this ambition is constrained 
by the current fi nancial environment, 
including concerns over budget defi -
cits and the government’s reliance 
on oil revenues alone for funding 
development projects.

The restriction on issuing green 
sukuk, particularly in the context 
of Kuwait’s regulatory framework, 
poses a challenge at a time when 
fi nancial experts and economists 
recognize sovereign sukuk as a 
preferred fi nancing option. The ex-
pected widespread adoption of these 
instruments in the Arab region is 
driven by global economic slow-
downs.

According to recent reports from 
Standard & Poor’s, there has been 
a signifi cant increase in sukuk is-
suances since the beginning of the 
year. The agency noted that high fi -
nancing needs are driving this surge, 
with many government entities and 
private sector players relying on 
sukuk to meet liquidity needs.

Statistics from Standard & Poor’s 
reveal that global sukuk issuances 
totaled $91.9 billion in the fi rst half 
of 2024. Although this represents a 
slight increase from $91.3 billion in 
the same period last year, experts 
anticipate further growth for the re-
mainder of 2024. Major contributors 
to this increase include issuers from 
Saudi Arabia, the UAE, Oman, Ma-
laysia, and Kuwait.

The agency maintains its forecast 
for global sukuk issuances in 2024 
at between $160 billion and $170 
billion, including $45 billion to $50 
billion in foreign-currency-denomi-
nated sukuk. Improved expectations 
for interest rates in the medium term 
are expected to support the issuance 
of foreign-currency sukuk, with the 
Federal Reserve anticipated to begin 
rate cuts in December 2024.

Standard & Poor’s highlights that 
high fi nancing needs in key Islamic 
fi nance countries are contributing to 
the rise in sukuk issuances, refl ecting 
the growing demand and evolving 
landscape of Islamic fi nance.

Financial crises impact countries 
differently across the Middle East 
and North Africa (MENA) region. 
Gulf countries benefi t from strong 
credit ratings, which enhance their 
ability to attract fi nancing through 
sukuk issuances. In contrast, nations 
like Tunisia and Lebanon, which 
have faced political instability, 
struggle to leverage this fi nancing 
tool effectively.

According to recent assessments, 
Egypt and Morocco stand out for 
their political stability, positioning 
them to explore and expand sukuk 
fi nancing options. Experts suggest 
that these countries have the poten-
tial to increasingly use sukuk as a 
key fi nancial instrument in the com-
ing years. This approach could sup-
port economic growth by providing 
access to loans with favorable in-
terest rates and fl exible repayment 
terms, whether in dollars or Euros.

General market index up 0.32%

Central banks plan to enhance and diversify reserves

Invesco survey highlights positive outlook for
emerging markets amid geopolitical tensions

Boursa Kuwait gains across main market indices

First Group completes initial handover of
East Sabah Al-Ahmad Residential Project

Delivery of road networks, 587 homes and public buildings finalized

By Saeed Mahmoud
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, July 25: 
For the third consecutive day, 
the First Group for General 
Trading and Contracting 
Company has been progress-
ing with the initial hando-
ver procedures for the East 
Sabah Al-Ahmad Residen-
tial Project in collaboration 
with the Public Authority for 
Housing Welfare (PAHW).

Yesterday, it successfully com-
pleted the initial handover proce-
dures for public buildings as per 
the contract for the construction and 
completion of 587 houses, roads, 
and infrastructure networks.

The handover process took place 
in the presence of Eng. Monzer Al-
Ustaz, the Chairman of the receiving 
committee and the Director of the 
Second Region Projects Department 
at PAHW, and Eng. Hussein Al-Ajmi 
from PAHW, in addition to representa-
tives from the Ministry of Health, the 
Ministry of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs, 
and the State Property Authority.

On Tuesday, the First Group had de-
livered the first part of the project - road 
networks and infrastructure services - to 
the relevant authorities. On Wednesday, 
it delivered the second part, which is re-
lated to the construction and completion 
of 587 homes, and on Thursday, it deliv-
ered the last part of the project.

The main receiving committee, 
which is composed of representatives 
of several ministries, were present to 
receive the public buildings, which 
consist of two mosques, two residenc-
es for the imam and the muezzin, two 
sets of shops, a health center, an ambu-
lance center, and a gas branch.

In this regard, Chairman of First 
Group Eng. Emeel Abdallah said the 
delivery process proceeded smoothly, 
thanks to the project’s meticulous im-
plementation.

He explained that modern technolo-
gies, such as solar panels, were inte-
grated into public buildings to enhance 
energy efficiency, in accordance with 
the standards set by the Ministry of 
Electricity and Water. These measures 
have resulted in an energy-saving rate 
exceeding 20 percent of electrical loads 
in the buildings.

Eng. Abdallah praised the success-
ful completion of the initial delivery 
process and acknowledged receipt of all 
technical comments, if any, which will 
be addressed in preparation for the final 
handover of the project by PAHW to 
beneficiary citizens.

He explained that the company dili-
gently implemented this project in ac-
cordance with the highest executive 
standards, thus leveraging its distin-
guished reputation in the field. The 
company has a strong track record in 
real estate development across multiple 
countries, with notable achievements in 
Kuwait, Egypt, and Saudi Arabia.

The public buildings in the project 
embody an integrated model that merg-
es modern design, high-quality materi-
als, and environmental sustainability. 
This approach fulfills the aspirations of 
families and promotes a modern sus-

tainable lifestyle.
The design of these buildings maxi-

mizes the effective use of internal 
spaces, with windows strategically po-
sitioned to allow natural light, thereby 
enhancing the feeling of comfort and 
reducing energy consumption.

Eng. Abdallah stated that the com-
pany is eager to participate in future 
residential projects in Kuwait as a 
prominent real estate developer with 
deep experience. The company has suc-
cessfully delivered many buildings and 
towers in the Administrative Capital of 
the Arab Republic of Egypt. Addition-
ally, it has demonstrated distinguished 
performance in constructing modern 
residential compounds, encompassing 
both residential buildings and villas.

He emphasized the company’s com-
mitment to strictly adhering to the 
contract terms, including the technical 
specifications and service standards, as 
well as completing projects within the 
specified periods.

Eng. Abdallah highlighted some of 
the difficulties that the company faced 
but had managed to overcome, such as 
the company having to compensate for 
about six months of the contract term 
that it took to treat and replace the soil 
with the help of a French company spe-
cialized in dynamic compaction works.

He clarified that the original three-
year contract timeline was effectively 
managed, with the project ultimately 
being completed in about two and a half 
years after accounting for the ground 
leveling and soil treatment period.

One of the main challenges faced by 
First Group was the shortage of special-
ized workers in construction, finishing, 
mortar, painting, concrete, carpentry, 
and marble work. This scarcity was 
exacerbated during the COVID-19 pan-
demic due to quarantine measures and 
the restricted entry of workers of certain 

nationalities.
Eng. Abdallah expressed his grati-

tude to the cooperation and support the 
company received from all relevant of-
ficial bodies.

He affirmed First Group’s commit-
ment to having a strong and distin-
guished presence as a real estate de-
veloper, supported by their extensive 
experience showcased in projects both 
within and outside Kuwait.

Meanwhile, the project manager and 
contractor representative at the com-
pany Eng.Hisham Rushdy said high-
quality building materials were used 
for the construction of public buildings, 
revealing that top-grade flooring, paints 
and interior finishing materials were 
meticulously chosen to combine beau-
ty and practicality, and ensure ease of 
maintenance and cleaning.

He affirmed the keenness of the com-
pany to use approved materials of top 
quality in the project including marble, 
stone, glass for doors and windows, 
concrete works reinforced with fiber-
glass and aluminum, flooring, walls, 
decorative ceilings, and others.

Also, the Director of the Roads, Ser-
vices and Infrastructure Department at 
First Group Eng. Sayyed Al-Mallah 
praised the great cooperation received 
from the official authorities in the State 
of Kuwait and expressed hope for its 
continuation to initiate many develop-
ment projects, especially considering 
the company’s experience of 30 years 
in carrying out housing projects.

He highlighted the company’s dedi-
cation to executing such projects with 
the highest standards of engineering 
competence, and revealed the compa-
ny’s strong desire for this project to re-
flect the latest design trends through the 
use of premium materials, and achieve 
distinguished implementation.

Eng. Al-Mallah said the initial in-

spection serves as a stage for informing 
the relevant parties involved in each 
area of the project and for noting any 
observations to be addressed in prepara-
tion for its final approval at a later stage.

Furthermore, Projects Manager at First 
Group Eng. Hisham Rushdy confirmed 
the company’s readiness to participate in 
projects for the development of real estate 
and residential cities in Kuwait.  

He highlighted that First Group is 
one of the companies approved and 
qualified to participate in all tenders of-
fered by the Central Agency for Public 
Tenders (CAPT).

Also, Deputy Project Manager Eng. 
Khairy Ahmed explained that the public 
services buildings that were delivered 
included nine buildings and 13 second-
ary power plants. Beneficiary govern-
ment agencies also participated in the 
receiving process, including the Min-
istry of Health, the Ministry of Awqaf 
and Islamic Affairs, and the State Prop-
erties Authority.

He revealed that the project imple-
mentation required working for 20 
hours per day, split into two shifts, 
without stopping, even on holidays.

In addition, Director of Planning 
and Scheduling at First Group Eng. 
Mohammed Thabet stated that one of 
the company’s main principles is ad-
herence to the terms of the contract, 
the most important of which is com-
pleting the implementation work on 
time.  

He explained that careful follow-up 
by the company’s administration and 
their determination to overcome ob-
stacles, while ensuring all necessary 
work requirements such as human and 
financial resources, equipment, and ma-
terials were promptly provided, played 
a crucial role in the completion of the 
project on time without requiring an ex-
tension period.

KUWAIT CITY, July 25: A recent survey by as-
set manager Invesco, covering 83 sovereign wealth 
funds and 57 global central banks with a combined 
$22 trillion in assets, reveals that emerging markets 
are poised to benefi t from rising geopolitical ten-
sions, reports Al-Qabas daily.

Here are some key insights:
Emerging Market Outlook -- Two-thirds of 

survey respondents anticipate that emerging market 
returns will match or potentially surpass those of 
developed markets over the next three years. Non-
Arab sovereign wealth funds are particularly eager 
to outperform relatively; Geopolitical tensions, espe-
cially between the U.S. and China, are seen as ad-
vantageous for developing countries. Companies are 
diversifying supply chains due to trade and customs 
barriers between the world’s two largest economies.

Favorite Emerging Markets
India -- India has emerged as a leading choice 

among emerging markets, driven by its large do-
mestic market and expanding middle class. Interest 

in Indian debt has surged, with 88% of respondents 
showing increased interest, up from 66% in 2022.

Indonesia -- Indonesia is also seeing rising inter-
est, with 47% of respondents planning to invest more 
in its debt, compared to 27% in 2022.

China -- Interest in Chinese debt has decreased, 
with only 35% of respondents interested, down from 
71% in 2022.

Investment Trends
Debt Investments -- More than half of survey 

participants invest in emerging market debt. Govern-
ment and corporate bonds denominated in dollars for 
emerging markets have gained 3.4% this year, con-
trasting with a 1.3% decline in global debt.

Private Credit -- Sovereign investors are increas-
ingly interested in private credit, with a third of 
global sovereign funds planning to boost allocations 
in the coming year. This trend is attributed to strong 
performance and diversifi cation benefi ts compared to 
fi xed income investing.

Gold -- Geopolitical events and concerns about 

rising U.S. debt levels are driving central banks to-
wards gold. Nearly half of the respondents view gold 
as a hedge against economic uncertainty.

Equity allocations have increased to 32% from 
30% a year ago, refl ecting optimism about global 
growth, despite risks such as geopolitical tensions 
and persistent infl ation while the sovereign wealth 
funds are increasing infrastructure allocations, with 
27% globally and 50% in the Middle East planning 
to invest more in this sector. Only 6% globally and 
none in the Middle East expect to reduce allocations.

The central banks are enhancing and diversifying 
their reserves. Globally, 53% plan to increase re-
serves and 52% aim to diversify further, with fi gures 
at 56% for the Middle East. Concerns about rising 
U.S. debt are infl uencing views on the dollar’s global 
role.

The importance of governance factors is growing. 
Greenwashing is a signifi cant challenge for 84% of 
sovereign investors globally and 94% in the Middle 
East. Data quality, ratings, and impact measurement 
are also key challenges.

KUWAIT CITY, July 25: The Boursa Kuwait 
showed a positive performance with gains across the 
main market indices, reports Al-Jarida daily.

The General Market Index increased by 0.32%, 
or 22.65 points, closing at 7,154.95 points. Liquid-
ity was 41.3 million dinars with 183.7 million shares 
traded through 12,547 transactions. Of the 130 trad-
ed shares, 67 gained, 43 lost, and 20 remained un-
changed.

The Premier Market Index rose by 0.39%, or 30.37 
points, to close at 7,802.69 points. Liquidity amount-
ed to 32.6 million dinars with 112.1 million shares 

traded through 7,719 transactions. Out of 34 traded 
shares, 19 gained, 10 lost, and 5 remained stable.

The Main Market Index declined slightly by 
0.04%, or 2.27 points, ending at 6,015.15 points. 
Liquidity was 8.7 million dinars with 71.6 million 
shares traded through 4,828 transactions. Of the 96 
traded shares, 48 gained, 33 lost, and 15 remained 
unchanged.

The trading session saw active buying, particularly 
in shares of IFA, Kuwait Real Estate, and Arzan; 

KFH and National Bank stocks were notably ac-
tive due to upcoming dividend announcements, with 

KFH reaching 735 fi ls and closing slightly down by 
one fi ls, while National Bank remained unchanged at 
872 fi ls; Agility experienced a rise of over 1% and 
stocks like GFH, Unicap, and Al Khaleeji Insurance 
also supported the market indices, with Al Khaleeji 
Insurance seeing signifi cant percentage gains despite 
limited transactions.

The performance of Boursa Kuwait was generally 
positive, with buying activity surpassing selling of-
fers. The GCC market indices mostly turned green, 
with only Qatar and Oman experiencing declines and 
the oil prices remained stable at $81.5 per barrel.

Group photo showing Head of the Committee Eng. Monzer Al-Ustaz, Eng. Hussein Al-Ajmi from PAHW, Chairman 
of First Group company and senior engineers & workers during the delivery of the mosque.

Interior image of the mosque. Overview of the Health Center showing solar panel on 
the roof.



China cuts 1-year benchmark rate, moving to boost economy as world markets languish

China ratcheted up its effort to reinvigorate its econo-
my Thursday by cutting a key policy rate and interest 
paid on bank deposits.

The move coincided with a downturn in world 
stocks, extending losses in Chinese markets that 
have declined this year while share prices soared in 
many other countries. 

By midday, Hong Kong’s Hang Seng was down 
1.4% and the Shanghai Composite index lost 0.4%. 

The People’s Bank of China said it cut the lending 
rate for one-year medium term policy loans by 20 ba-
sis points to 2.3%. That is the biggest rate cut since 
China’s economy was slammed by the COVID-19 

pandemic in 2020.
The rate on 7-day loans was reduced to 1.7%. 
Major state-run banks cut deposit rates to relieve 

pressure on their fi nances, reducing the rate paid on 
one-year fi xed deposits by 10 basis points to 1.35%, 
the offi cial Xinhua News Agency reported, citing of-
fi cial rates released Thursday by the country’s “Big 
Four” banks: Industrial and Commercial Bank of Chi-
na, Agricultural Bank of China, Bank of China and 
China Construction Bank. 

The banks cut deposit rates three times last year 
and this was the fi rst reduction for 2024, it said. 

But while lower deposit rates may be good for the 

bank’s balance sheets they won’t encourage more 
consumer spending - the one thing most economists 
agree is needed to help revive growth that has been 
falling for years and was hit especially hard by a 
downturn in China’s property sector.

“Banks are already passing on lower deposit rates to 
savers: which will do nothing to encourage spending in 
the current environment, and people will instead save 
even more to generate the same return they were earn-
ing before,” RaboResearch said in a commentary. 

Growth in the world’s second-largest economy 
slowed to 4.7% in the last quarter, down from 5.3% in 
January-March. 

Earlier this week, the central bank cut several of its 
other lending rates, sticking to a cautious approach to 
stimulating the economy.

The fl urry of rate cuts this week followed a major pol-
icy-setting meeting of the ruling Communist Party last 
week that laid out ambitious plans for reforms in many 
areas of the economy but did not spell out any specifi c 
plans for stimulus driven by government spending. 

Instead, the party has opted for fi ne-tuning. 
The planning meeting focused on mapping out 

long-term goals but also emphasized short-term tar-
gets, Nicholas Yeo of abrdn, formerly Standard Life 
Aberdeen plc, said in a report. (AP)
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Minimum rest time to be increased between shifts

FAA agrees with air traffi c controllers’ union to give tower workers more rest between shifts
WASHINGTON, July 25, (AP): The Federal Aviation 
Administration said Wednesday it will increase mini-
mum rest time between shifts for air traffi c controllers 
after highly publicized close calls between planes that 
were following orders from controllers.

The FAA and the National Air Traffi c Control-
lers Association, the union representing the work-
ers, agreed to a number of changes that will apply as 
schedules are negotiated for next year.

“The science is clear that controller fatigue is a 
public safety issue, and it must be addressed,” FAA 

Administrator Mike Whitaker said. He promised more 
measures to address tired controllers.

Rich Santa, president of the controllers’ union, said 
the group has been raising concern about fatigue for 
years. He said the agreement “will begin to  provide 
relief to this understaffed workforce.”

A report by experts to the FAA recommended 10 to 
12 hours of rest before all shifts as one way to reduce 
the risk that tired controllers might make mistakes. 
The panel also said additional time off might be need-
ed before midnight shifts, which don’t allow workers 

to follow normal sleep patterns.
The agreement between the FAA and the union will 

give controllers 10 hours off between shifts and 12 
hours off before and after a midnight shift. They also 
agreed to limit consecutive overtime assignments.

The FAA has limited the number of fl ights in New 
York and Florida because of a shortage of air traffi c 
controllers. Whitaker said the FAA will hire 1,800 
controllers this year and is expanding its ability to hire 
and train controllers. 

Controllers have been in the center of some close 

calls. The National Transportation Safety Board said 
in January that a controller made faulty assumptions 
that led him to clear a FedEx plane to land in Austin, 
Texas, while a Southwest Airlines jet was taking off 
from the same runway. Fatigue was not cited as a fac-
tor.

In other cases, controllers have stepped in to stop 
runway confl icts that could have been disastrous, 
including when an American Airlines jet mistaken-
ly crossed an active runway at JFK Airport in New 
York.

Consequences of tensions with China

Some US states purging Chinese
companies from their investments
JEFFERSON CITY, Mo., (AP): As 
state treasurer, Vivek Malek pushed 
Missouri’s main retirement system to 
pull its investments from Chinese com-
panies, making Missouri among the 
fi rst nationally to do so. Now Malek is 
touting the Chinese divestment as he 
seeks reelection in an Aug. 6 Repub-
lican primary against challengers who 
also are denouncing fi nancial connec-
tions to China. 

The Missouri treasurer’s race high-
lights a new facet of opposition to 
China, which has been cast as a top 
threat to the U.S. by many candidates 
seeking election this year. Indiana and 
Florida also have restricted their public 
pension funds from investing in certain 
Chinese companies. Similar legislation 
targeting public investments in foreign 
adversaries was vetoed in Arizona and 
proposed in Illinois and Oklahoma. 

China ranks as the world’s second-
largest economy behind the U.S. 

Between 2018 and 2022, U.S. pub-
lic pension and university endowments 
invested about $146 billion in China, 
according to an analysis by Future Un-
ion, a nonprofi t pro-democracy group 
led by venture capitalist Andrew King. 
The report said more than four-fi fths 
of U.S. states have at least one public 
pension fund investing in China and 
Hong Kong, 

“Frankly, there should be shame 
- more shame than there is - for con-
tinuing to have those investments at 
this point in time,” said King, who as-
serts that China has used intellectual 
property from U.S. companies to make 
similar products that undercut market 
prices. 

”You’re talking a considerable 
amount of money that frankly is com-
peting against the U.S. technology and 
innovation ecosystem,” King said.

But some investment offi cials and 
economists have raised concerns that 
the emerging patchwork of state di-
vestment policies could weaken in-
vestment returns for retirees. 

“Most of these policies are unwise 
and would make U.S. citizens poorer,” 
said Ben Powell, an economics profes-
sor who is executive director of the 
Free Market Institute at Texas Tech 
University. 

The National Association of State 
Retirement Administrators opposes 
state-mandated divestments, saying 
such orders should come only from the 
federal government against specifi c 
companies based on U.S. security or 

humanitarian interests.
The U.S. Treasury Department re-

cently proposed a rule prohibiting 
American investors from funding ar-
tifi cial intelligence systems in China 
that could have military uses, such as 
weapons targeting. In May, President 
Joe Biden blocked a Chinese-backed 
cryptocurrency mining fi rm from own-
ing land near a Wyoming nuclear mis-
sile base, calling it a “national security 
risk.”

Yet this isn’t the fi rst time that states 
have blacklisted particular invest-
ments. Numerous states, cities and 
universities divested from South Afri-
ca because of apartheid before the U.S. 
Congress eventually took action. Some 
states also have divested from tobacco 
companies because of health concerns. 

Most recently, some states an-
nounced a divestment from Russia be-
cause of its war against Ukraine. But 
that has been diffi cult to carry out for 
some public pension fund administra-
tors. 

The quest to halt investments in 
Chinese companies comes as a grow-
ing number of states also have targeted 
Chinese ownership of U.S. land. Two 
dozen states now have laws restrict-
ing foreign ownership of agricultural 
land, according to the National Agri-
cultural Law Center at the University 
of Arkansas. Some laws apply more 
broadly, such as one facing a legal 
challenge in Florida that bars Chinese 
citizens from buying property within 
10 miles (16 kilometers) of military 
installations and critical infrastructure. 

State pension divestment policies 
are “part of a broader march toward 
more confrontation between China and 
the United States,” said Clark Pack-
ard, a research fellow for trade policy 
studies at the libertarian Cato Institute. 
But “it makes it more challenging for 
the federal government to manage the 
overall relationship if we’ve got to 
deal with a scattershot policy at the 
state level.”

Indiana last year became the fi rst to 
enact a law requiring the state’s pub-
lic pension system to gradually divest 
from certain Chinese companies. As of 
March 31, 2023, the system had about 
$1.2 billion invested in Chinese enti-
ties with $486 million subject to the di-
vestment requirement. A year later, its 
investment exposure in China had fall-
en to $314 million with just $700,000 
still subject to divestment, the Indiana 
Public Retirement System said. 

US home sales fell in June to 
slowest pace since December
LOS ANGELES, July 25, (AP): The 
nation’s housing slump deepened in 
June as sales of previously occupied 
homes slowed to their slowest pace 
since December, hampered by elevated 
mortgage rates and record-high prices.

Sales of previously occupied U.S. 
homes fell 5.4% last month from May 
to a seasonally adjusted annual rate of 
3.89 million, the fourth consecutive 
month of declines, the National Asso-
ciation of Realtors said Tuesday.

Existing home sales were also down 
5.4% compared with June of last year. 
The latest sales came in below the 3.99 
million annual pace economists were 
expecting, according to FactSet.

Despite the pullback in sales, home 
prices climbed compared with a year 
earlier for the 12th month in a row. The 
national median sales price rose 4.1% 
from a year earlier to $426,900, an all-
time high with records going back to 
1999.

Home prices rose even as sales 
slowed and the supply of properties on 
the market climbed to its highest level 
since May 2020.

“Right now we’re seeing increased 
inventory, but we’re not seeing in-
creased sales yet,” said Lawrence Yun, 
the NAR’s chief economist.

All told, there were about 1.32 million 
unsold homes at the end of last month, an 
increase of 3.1% from May and up 23% 
from June last year, NAR said.

That translates to a 4.1-month sup-
ply at the current sales pace. Tradi-
tionally, a 4- to 5-month supply is 
considered a balanced market between 
buyers and sellers.

While still below pre-pandemic lev-

els, the recent increase in homes for 
sale suggests that, despite record-high 
home prices, the housing market may 
be tipping in favor of homebuyers.

“The latest data is implying that 
maybe we’re seeing a slow shift away 
from what had been a sellers’ market 
and slowly moving into a buyers’ mar-
ket,” Yun said.

For now, sellers are still benefi ting 
from a tight housing market inventory.

Homebuyers snapped up homes last 
month typically within just 22 days af-
ter the properties hit the market. That’s 
up from 18 days in June last year. And 
29% of those properties sold for more 
than their original list price, which 
typically means sellers received offers 
from multiple home shoppers.

The U.S. housing market has been 
mired in a slump dating back to 2022, 
when mortgage rates began to climb 
from pandemic-era lows. Existing 
home sales sank to a nearly 30-year 
low last year as the average rate on a 
30-year mortgage surged to a 23-year 
high of 7.79%, according to mortgage 
buyer Freddie Mac.

The average rate has mostly hov-
ered around 7% this year - more than 
double what it was just three years ago 
-- as stronger-than-expected reports on 
the economy and infl ation have forced 
the Federal Reserve to keep its short-
term rate at the highest level in more 
than 20 years.

One reason home sales have kept 
declining this year even as the inven-
tory of properties on the market has 
increased is that many Americans may 
be holding out for mortgage rates to 
come down.

US growth likely picked up the last
quarter after a sluggish start to 2024

Development refl ects resilient economy

WASHINGTON, July 25, 
(AP): The American econ-
omy, boosted by healthy 
consumer spending, is be-
lieved to have regained 
some momentum this 
spring after having begun 
2024 at a sluggish pace.

The Commerce Department is 
expected to report Thursday that 
the gross domestic product - the 
economy’s total output of goods 
and services - increased at a solid 
if unspectacular 1.9% annual rate 
from April through June, accord-
ing to a survey of forecasters by 
the data fi rm FactSet. That would 
be up from 1.4% annual growth in 
the January-March quarter.

Despite the likely uptick, the U.S. 
economy, the world’s largest, has 
clearly cooled in the face of the highest 
borrowing rates in decades. From mid-
2022 through the end of 2023, annual-
ized GDP growth had exceeded 2% for 
six straight quarters.

This year’s slowdown refl ects, in 
large part, the much higher borrowing 
rates for home and auto loans, credit 
cards and many business loans result-
ing from the aggressive series of rate 
hikes the Federal Reserve imposed 
in its drive to tame infl ation. The Fed 
raised its benchmark rate 11 times in 
2022 and 2023, to its current 23-year 
peak of roughly 5.3%.

The Fed was responding to the fl are-
up in infl ation that began in the spring 
of 2021 as the economy rebounded 
with unexpected speed from the 
COVID-19 recession, causing severe 
supply shortages. Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine in February 2022 made things 
worse by infl ating prices for the en-
ergy and grains the world depends on. 
Prices spiked across the country and 
the world.

U.S. infl ation, measured year over 
year, eventually did tumble - from 
9.1% in June 2022 to the current 3%. 
Economists had long predicted that 
the higher borrowing costs would tip 
the United States into recession. Yet 
the economy kept chugging along. 
Consumers, whose spending accounts 
for roughly 70% of GDP, kept buying 
things, emboldened by a strong job 
market and savings they had built up 
during the COVID-19 lockdowns.

The slowdown at the start of this 
year was caused largely by two factors, 
each of which can vary sharply from 
quarter to quarter: A surge in imports 
and a drop in business inventories. 
Neither trend revealed much about 
the economy’s underlying health. 
Consumer spending did slow as well, 
though: It grew at a 1.5% annual pace 
from January through March after hav-
ing topped 3% in both the third and 
fourth quarters of 2023. 

Joseph Brusuelas, chief economist 
at tax and consulting fi rm RSM, said 
he thinks consumer spending probably 
bounced back to a solid 2.5% annual 
pace last quarter. Overall, Brusuelas 
predicts overall 2.4% annual growth 
for the quarter. But this time, he says, 
the expansion was probably exagger-
ated by an upturn in business invento-
ries.

Dan North, senior economist at Al-

Amazon employees load packages on carts before being put on to trucks for distribution for Amazon’s annual 
Prime Day event at an Amazon’s DAX7 delivery station on Tuesday, July 16, 2024, in South Gate, Calif. (AP)

Clashes arise over the economic effects of
Louisiana’s $3b coastal restoration project
NEW ORLEANS, July 25, (AP): Pro-
ponents of a nearly $3 billion project 
to restore part of southeast Louisiana’s 
rapidly vanishing coastline released a 
study touting the expected economic 
benefi ts of its construction, even as the 
project faces pushback and litigation 
from communities who fear the envi-
ronment and their livelihoods will be 
severely affected. 

The Mid-Barataria Sediment Diver-
sion project broke ground in August 
last year. But construction was halted 
because of legal disputes, and since 
June the project has only partially re-
sumed work.

The project is expected to spend 
around $1.6 billion inside the state 
over its fi ve-year construction period, 
according to a new study funded by 
Restore the Mississippi River Delta, 
a coalition of environmental groups. 
During the building phase, the pro-
ject expects to generate an average of 
3,095 jobs across fi ve parishes in Loui-
siana, mainly in construction and sig-
nifi cantly higher-paying than average 
local wages, the study says.

“This project will bring more wet-
lands than any other individual restora-
tion project in the world, and it will bring 
a whopping number of new earnings, 
jobs and revenue to coastal Louisiana,” 

said Simone Maloz, campaign director 
for Restore the Mississippi River Delta, 
at a Tuesday news conference announc-
ing the study’s fi ndings. “It is exactly the 
scale of the project we need to address 
the very serious challenge we face.”

The study estimates that for 
Plaquemines Parish, where the project 
is being built, the construction will 
lead to $308.2 million in total wage 
earnings, $65.4 million in tax revenue 
and an average of 540 jobs over a fi ve-
year period.

But Mitch Jurisich, a third-genera-
tion oysterman and parish council rep-
resentative, was dismissive of the idea 
that the project would help more than 
hurt his community’s economy in the 
long term and described the study as 
“political propaganda.” 

His oyster company is one of several 
plaintiffs, including an environmental 
group, suing to halt the project on the 
grounds it will alter water quality, 
endanger birds and sea life, and kill 
thousands of bottlenose dolphins in the 
Barataria basin. 

The project, which went through 
years of assessment before being ap-
proved, will divert freshwater from the 
Mississippi River to bring sediment 
into the basin’s brackish and saltwater 
marshes. 

The aim is to regenerate land in a 
state where the Gulf of Mexico eats the 
equivalent of a football fi eld of land 
every 100 minutes as sea levels rise be-
cause of climate change, according to 
estimates from environmental groups. 

Barataria and the neighboring Bre-
ton Basin have collectively lost an 
estimated 700 square miles of land. 
Leveeing of the Mississippi River is 
seen as one of the main forces that has 
disrupted the natural, restorative build-
up of sediment. The diversion project 
is expected to add between 20 to 40 
square miles of new land over the next 
fi ve decades.

Jurisich, who is also chairman of the 
Louisiana Oyster Task Force, said he is 
concerned the project will irretrievably 
damage the oyster, fi shing and tour-
ism industries. His parish is home to 
70 percent of all commercial landings 
for oyster, crab, fi nfi sh and shrimp. 
Statewide, the oyster industry alone 
earns around $317 million annually 
and provides nearly 4,000 direct jobs, 
according to the Oyster Task Force. 

“The project is going to destroy our 
way of life,” Jurisich said. “What’s 
left? A skeleton of a local community 
which can’t support the local busi-
nesses because they can’t support 
themselves.”

lianz Trade, noted that the quarterly 
GDP report also contains the Fed’s 
favored measure of infl ation, the per-
sonal consumption expenditures price 
index.

“Maybe infl ation is more important 
in this report than growth,’’ North said.

The PCE index is expected to show 
that infl ationary pressure eased in the 

April-June quarter after having ac-
celerated to a 3.4% annual rate in the 
January-March period, from 1.8% in 
the fi nal three months of 2023.

Fed offi cials have made clear that 
with infl ation slowing toward their 2% 
target level, they’re prepared to start 
cutting rates soon, something they’re 
widely expected to do in September.

Brusuelas of RSM said he thinks the 
central bank shouldn’t wait that long, 
given that the economy is slowing and 
infl ation is headed down.

“We think that the Fed is miss-
ing an opportunity to get out ahead 
of the curve on an economy that is 
cooling,” he wrote in a research re-
port.

Chinese offi cials warn of risks from higher US tariffs
BANGKOK, July 25, (AP): Chinese 
offi cials warned a delegation of top 
U.S. executives visiting Beijing this 
week that higher tariffs on imports 
from China will harm their businesses 
inside the country.

The delegation of infl uential busi-
ness people belonging to the U.S. 
China Business Council, including 
the CEOs of FedEx and Micron, fol-
lowed a top-level meeting last week 
where ruling Communist Party leaders 
endorsed a blueprint for policies that 
included numerous pledges to improve 
the business environment for foreign 
investors. But they also vowed greater 
vigilance in protecting state secrets, a 

potential minefi eld for foreign busi-
nesses that face intense scrutiny of 
their China operations by authorities.

Both the U.S. and China have cited 
national security concerns in imposing 
restrictions on trade and investment, 
and American businesses have at times 
been caught in the middle. Beijing has 
objected strenuously to Washington’s 
moves to hike tariffs on Chinese-made 
products and limit Chinese access 
to advanced technologies, including 
leading-edge computer chips used for 
artifi cial intelligence.

The administration of President Joe 
Biden has sought to improve ties with 
China, including several meetings be-

tween Biden and Chinese President Xi 
Jinping, but has largely left in place 
sanctions ordered by former President 
Donald Trump, who imposed punitive 
tariffs on Beijing.

The Treasury Department also has 
proposed a rule that would restrict and 
monitor U.S. investments in China for 
artifi cial intelligence, computer chips 
and quantum computing.

In his meeting with the group, Chi-
nese Commerce Minister Wang Wentao 
emphasized that U.S. investment restric-
tions on China will “seriously affect the 
investments and operations of American 
companies in China,” the ministry said 
in a statement. It provided no details.

The U.S. China Business Council is 
a private, nonpartisan group of more 
than 270 American companies that do 
business in China. It said the visit to 
Beijing, just days after the Communist 
Party’s four-day planning meeting, 
was intended to advance economic and 
policy priorities and support dialogue 
between U.S. and Chinese government 
and business leaders.

“We appreciate the opportunity to 
engage with Chinese leaders to pro-
mote commercial relations and advo-
cate our priorities for the benefi t of 
our companies and employees,” the 
council’s chairman and FedEx CEO 
Raj Subramaniam said in a statement.
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As part of its commitment to rewarding its customers and enhancing their experience and lifestyle

KIB announces winners of fi rst draw in its Summer Card Campaign
KUWAIT CITY, July 25: Kuwait International Bank (KIB) has announced 
the names of the winners of the fi rst draw in its Summer Card Campaign, 
designed to reward its Visa Credit and Prepaid Cardholders and recently 
launched in collaboration with Visa. The winners are Faisal Ayesh AlSala-
meen, Abdulaziz Fouad Abdulathim, Sulaiman Khalaf AlHussaini, Moham-
med Saad AlDosari, Othman Eid Al Shammeri, Nawaf Hamad AlGhanim, 
Waleed Mahmoud Awaad, Hussain Khalil Abbas, Eissa Eid Alazmi and 
Hamad Waleed AlDuwaisan. The announcement was made in the presence of 
representatives from the Ministry of Commerce and Industry, as well as KIB 
representatives.

Commenting on the occasion, Laila Naserallah, Senior Manager of Product 
Development at the Digital Innovation and Data Intelligence Department,said: 
“We are pleased to announce the winners of the fi rst draw of this campaign, 
which falls within the framework of the Bank’s comprehensive strategy. This 
strategy underscores our commitment to offering the best banking benefi ts 
and products that enhance the customer experience and suit their lifestyle, in 
line with our main slogan, Bank for Life.”She added: “This initiative, aimed 
at rewarding KIB customers, runs throughout the travel and holiday season, 
making it a valuable addition to their lives and providing a great opportunity 
to enjoy an exceptional shopping experience both in Kuwait and abroad.”

This special campaign, which runs until August, continues to attract more 
customers who wish to earn double Cashback on purchases made with their 

cards, both within Kuwait and abroad. The prize amount will be equal to the 
Cashback earned during the draw spending period, with the minimum prize 
set at KD 150 and the maximum prize set at KD 600. This means that for 
every purchase made, cardholders will have a chance to win and receive twice 
the usual Cashback amount. 

On his part, Ali Hinnawi, Visa’s Business Development Lead for Kuwait, 
said: “We are delighted to partner with KIB to reward our Visa cardhold-

ers in Kuwait with exciting prizes. By incentivizing the bank’s customers to 
use their Visa cards and rewarding them when they do, we’re supporting the 
Kuwait government’s digital commerce agenda for the benefi t of consumers 
and businesses. Congratulations to all the winners, and we look forward to 
announcing the next round of winners soon.”

The latest campaign enables KIB customers who are holders of Visa Clas-
sic, Gold, Platinum, Signature, and Infi nite Credit Cards or Visa Prepaid and 
Multicurrency Prepaid Cards to qualify for the campaign. Customers enter the 
monthly draw when using eligible KIB cards for their purchases of at least KD 
600 for Credit Cards and KD 200 for Prepaid Cards, whether within or outside 
Kuwait. They will receive one chance to enter the draw for every KD 10 spent 
locally, and three chances for every KD 10 spent internationally during the 
campaign period. 

It is worth noting that KIB spares no effort in launching different bank-
ing initiatives in partnership with Visa, such as the ‘Surprises for Every Sea-
son’ campaign, the February promotion commemorating Kuwait’s National 
and Liberation Day, and the ‘Win with KIB Rewards’ campaign, and much 
more. The Bank encourages its customers to keep an eye on KIB’s different 
platforms and social media accounts for updates on how to maximize their 
benefi ts, along with other promotions and services it continuously offers to 
fulfi ll all their needs.

Laila Naserallah Ali Hinnawi

Easier entry with KD 10 deposits for extra chances Speeds up issuance, reduces errors & allows online tracking

ABK unveils Muhammad Seleem
as ‘Alfouz’ weekly draw winner

Warba launches new smart 
banking solutions to clients

KUWAIT CITY, July 25: Al Ahli Bank of Kuwait 
(ABK) is excited to announce Muhammad Muham-
mad Seleem as the winner of Alfouz KD 10,000 
weekly draw on Monday, 22 July, 2024. The draw 
took place in the presence of a Ministry of Com-
merce and Industry representative, ensuring trans-
parency. 

From the highly coveted mega annual draw of a KD 
5,000 monthly salary for 10 years to its KD 10,000 
weekly prize, the Alfouz account has already attracted 
the attention of the Kuwaiti market. Based on the ac-
count’s great success, ABK decided to go above and 
beyond to reward customer loyalty. 

By introducing a KD 100,000 quarterly draw, in 
addition to an exciting KD 20,000 monthly draw, the 
Alfouz offering has continues to surpass expectations 
and deliver even more customer satisfaction. 

To top it off, ABK has simplifi ed the ability to 
open the account and win! Customers can enter the 
draws and get extra entry chances for every KD 10 
deposited as opposed to KD 100 previously. The 
more you save, the higher your chance to be the next 
Alfouz winner!

ABK encourages everyone to open an Alfouz draw 
account or increase their balance to participate in the 

upcoming monthly draw, which is scheduled to take 
place on Monday, 29 July, 2024. 

Open an Alfouz account today and enjoy increased 
opportunities to win the lifestyle you’ve been waiting 
for!

To learn more about the Alfouz account and its 
range of exciting draws and prizes, please follow the 
ABK’s Instagram account @abk_kuwait, visit eahli.
com, contact Ahlan Ahli 1 899 899 or visit one of the 
Bank’s branches across Kuwait.

KUWAIT CITY, July 25: Warba 
Bank announced the provision of 
many smart banking solutions and 
new services to its clients, which 
include providing letters of guaran-
tee and documentary credits through 
online corporate banking services, 
which enable clients to submit their 
transactions to the Bank from their 
workplace comfortably without their 
need to visit the Bank. This comes 
as part of Warba Bank’s continuous 
endeavor to provide a set of distinc-
tive digital banking solutions and 
expand to better serve its growing 
customer base through diversifi ca-
tion in innovative fi nancial products 
and services.

Layali Mustafa Al-Fahad, Chief 
Operations Offi cer at Warba Bank, 
said that this service will speed up 
the issuance of letters of guarantee 
and documentary credits, save the 
client’s time and effort, reduce the 
rate of errors related to fi lling out 
data, and give clients the ability to 

follow the status of the application 
online.

Al-Fahad added that the new 
banking solutions and services that 
Warba Bank provides to clients form 
an added value by combining differ-
ent banking solutions that meet the 
requirements, needs and interests of 
the clients.

She further said that Warba always 

aims to raise the level of Islamic dig-
ital banking services towards a more 
innovative and distinguished future, 
where client’s comfort is the prior-
ity. Pointing out that this strategic 
investment, which meets the diverse 
and advanced needs of its corporate 
and individual clients, will confi rm 
Warba Bank’s leadership position as 
a leading Islamic digital bank in the 
local market.

She stated that the digital trans-
formation at Warba Bank has gained 
great momentum, relying primarily 
on innovation, creativity, and focus 
on the high quality of customer ser-
vice through digital and traditional 
channels in accordance with the pro-
visions of Islamic Sharia.

Al-Fahad noted that, with delib-
erate steps, Warba was able to suc-
cessfully reach high levels of com-
petition in the fi eld of digital services 
and bring about change in the lives 
of clients through the services and 
products it provides.

Alfouz winner.
Layali Al-Fahad 

UPS adds cooling equipment and ice access for drivers

Death Valley, Las Vegas, and other regions face unprecedented heat

New tech enhances worker safety amid rising heat

Extreme heat waves hit record highs globally in summer 2024

McKINNEY, July 25, (AP): At the 
start of every work day, construction 
worker Charles Smith puts on the es-
sentials: Hard hat. Safety glasses. A 
refl ective vest. And a small, watch-like 
band for his wrist. 

But rather than track time, its pur-
pose is to ensure he doesn’t overheat 
while working during sweltering sum-
mer days in Texas. The wristband 
monitors his heart rate, core body tem-
perature, stress level and more. If it de-
tects signs of overheating, it warns him 
and his safety manager, advising Smith 
to rest and hydrate. The device serves 
as an early warning system to prevent 
heat-related injuries and illnesses.

The technology is one way that 
workplaces are setting up employee 
protections as summers grow hotter, 
longer and more extreme due to cli-
mate change. On Sunday, the Earth 
reached the hottest day ever meas-
ured, according to a European climate 
service group. And in the absence of 
federal heat rules for workers, which 
the Biden administration recently pro-
posed, some employers in states with-
out rules are taking it upon themselves 
to safeguard employees from extreme 
heat dangers. 

“We can catch it before it happens,” 
said Seth Campbell, safety manager 
for the construction company Rogers-
O’Brien, Smith’s employer, of moni-
toring signs of heat-related illnesses. 
Their team started using the technol-
ogy last summer. 

UPS recently equipped delivery 
drivers with cooling hats and sleeves 
that provide relief from heat — and in-
creased access to ice, cold water and 
electrolytes for employees, according 
to its website. They have also added 
more cooling equipment to its vehicles 
and facilities, said vice president of 
global communications Genny Bow-
man in an email. That includes in-
stalling exhaust heat shields to lower 
vehicle fl oor temperatures, as well as 
fans in package cars and more fans in 
its facilities.

Some greenhouse companies, in-
cluding Eden Green and Cox Farms, 
have said they adjust workers’ sched-
ules to account for excessive heat, such 
as starting them earlier in the morning, 
breaking during peak heat, and return-
ing in the evening as temperatures 
cool.

During June’s record-breaking heat 
wave in the Midwest and Northeast, 

an organization in Columbus, Ohio, 
prepared frozen towels and cold wa-
ter for their workers to stay cool and 
hydrated. 

And in some California warehouses, 
where indoor temperatures can reach 
above 90 degrees Fahrenheit (about 32 
Celsius), employers have provided cool-
ing vests with ice packs in them and 
bandanas that can get cool when wet, 
according to Tim Shadix, legal director 
for the Warehouse Worker Resource 
Center, a nonprofi t dedicated to improv-
ing working conditions in Southern Cali-
fornia’s warehouse industry. 

Such measures can help keep work-
ers cool and comfortable, but Shadix 
said they’re not enough to protect them 
from worsening heat dangers. “Under 
standard workplace safety practices, 
those are meant to be responses of last 
resort,” he said, “but when you’re ad-
dressing a hazard, including heat, you 
usually try to start with what’s most 
effective,” which can include install-
ing air conditioning, slowing down the 
workplace schedule or providing more 
breaks. 

Last summer, during a historic heat 
wave, the Texas-based Rogers-O’Brien 
launched a pilot program that gives 

workers the option to wear a heat sen-
sor paired with a software called Safe-
Guard. If the worker’s heart rate or body 
temperature are too high, Campbell is 
among the people who receives an alert 
to check on them. He then assesses ways 
to cool them down, such as putting ice 
packs under their armpits. 

“Last year we had two alerts and 
we were able to get that employee to 
the shade inside, get (them) plenty of 
electrolytes, and we didn’t have any 
clinic visits with anyone wearing the 
technology,” he said. 

On really hot days coupled with in-
tense physical exertion, Smith’s wrist-
band has warned him and the safety 
manager that his body temperature 
and heart rate were high. It served as a 
signal to take a shaded break and drink 
water. And he did. 

“The importance of it could stretch 
very far,” said Smith on a day of tri-
ple-digit temperatures. “Making sure 
that workers stay at levels where they 
could actually go home every night 
and see their families, making sure that 
workers are able to recover properly. 
I think it could be a great benefi t to 
the industry and just about any other 
industry.”

By Mathew Barlow
UMass Lowell 

The Conversation is an independ-
ent and nonprofi t source of news, 
analysis and commentary from 
academic experts.

❑          ❑          ❑

A month into summer 2024, the 
vast majority of the U.S. popula-

tion had already experienced at least 
one extreme heat wave, and millions 
of people were under heat alerts, with 
forecasts warning of more ahead.

Death Valley hit 125 degrees Fahr-
enheit (51.7 Celsius) or higher for nine 
consecutive days in early July. Las 
Vegas broke its all-time heat record 
at 120 F (48.9 C). Days of 100-degree 
heat dried out the California land-
scapes, fueling wildfi res there and in 
the Northwest. Oregon reported sev-
eral suspected heat deaths.

Globally, the planet had its hottest 
day in at least eight decades of record 
keeping on July 21 — and then broke 
the record again on July 22, according 
to the European Union’s Copernicus 
Climate Change Service.

The extreme heat is part of a long-
er trend: Each of the past 13 months 
has been the hottest on record for that 
month globally, including the hot-
test June, the EU service reported in 
early July. It also found that the aver-
age temperature for the previous 12 
months had been at least 1.5 C (2.7 F) 

warmer than the 1850-1900 pre-indus-
trial average. 

The 1.5 C warming threshold can be 
confusing, so let’s take a closer look 
at what that means. In the Paris cli-
mate agreement, countries worldwide 
agreed to work to keep global warm-
ing under 1.5 C, however that refers to 
the temperature change averaged over 
a 30-year period. A 30-year average is 
used to limit the infl uence of natural 
year-to-year fl uctuations. 

So far, the Earth has only crossed 
that threshold for a single year. How-
ever, it is still extremely concerning. 
We study weather patterns involving 
heat. The world appears to be on track 
to cross the 30-year average threshold 
of 1.5 C within 10 years.

Several countries have experienced 
record heat across the Americas, Af-
rica, Europe and Asia in 2024. In 
Mexico and Central America, weeks of 
persistent heat starting in spring 2024 
combined with prolonged drought led 
to severe water shortages and dozens 
of deaths.

Extreme heat turned into tragedy in 
Saudi Arabia, as over 1,000 people on 
the Hajj, a Muslim pilgrimage to Mec-
ca, collapsed and died. Temperatures 
reached 125 F (51.8 C) at the Grand 
Mosque in Mecca on June 17.

Hospitals in Karachi, Pakistan, 
were overwhelmed amid weeks of 
high heat, frequent power outages, 
and water shortages in some areas. 

Neighboring India faced tempera-
tures around 120 F (48.9 C) for sev-
eral days in April and May that af-
fected millions of people, many of 
them without air conditioning. 

Japan issued heatstroke alerts in 
Tokyo and more than half of its pre-
fectures as temperatures rose to record 
highs in early July.

Large parts of Europe were suffer-
ing through a long-running heat wave 
as the 2024 Summer Olympics pre-
pared to open in Paris in late July.

Although heat waves are a natural 
part of the climate, the severity and 
extent of the heat waves so far in 2024 
are not “just summer.”

A scientifi c assessment of the fi erce 
heat wave in the eastern U.S. in June 
2024 estimates that heat so severe and 
long-lasting was two to four times 
more likely to occur today because 
of human-caused climate change than 
it would have been without it. This 
conclusion is consistent with the rapid 
increase over the past several decades 
in the number of U.S. heat waves and 
their occurrence outside the peak of 
summer.

These record heat waves are happen-
ing in a climate that’s globally more 
than 2.2 F (1.2 C) warmer — when 
looking at the 30-year average — than 
it was before the industrial revolution, 
when humans began releasing large 
amounts of greenhouse gas emissions 
that warm the climate.

While a temperature difference of 
a degree or two when you walk into 
a different room might not even be 
noticeable, even fractions of a degree 
make a large difference in the global 
climate.

At the peak of the last ice age, 
some 20,000 years ago, when the 
Northeast U.S. was under thousands 
of feet of ice, the globally averaged 
temperature was only about 11 F (6 
C) cooler than now. So, it is not sur-
prising that 2.2 F (1.2 C) of warming 
so far is already rapidly changing the 
climate.

While this summer is likely be one 
of the hottest on record, it is important 
to realize that it may also be one of the 
coldest summers of the future.

For populations that are especially 
vulnerable to heat, including young 
children, older adults and outdoor 
workers, the risks are even higher. 
People in lower-income neighbor-
hoods where air conditioning may be 
unaffordable and renters who often 
don’t have the same protections for 
cooling as heating will face increas-
ingly dangerous conditions.

Extreme heat can also affect econo-
mies. It can buckle railroad tracks and 
cause wires to sag, leading to transit 
delays and disruptions. It can also 
overload electric systems with high de-
mand and lead to blackouts just when 
people have the greatest need for cool-
ing. (AP)

Good feedback is art, 
here’s how I teach it

By Patrick Barry
University of Michigan

The Conversation is an in-
dependent and nonprofi t 
source of news, analysis and 
commentary from academic 
experts.

❑        ❑        ❑

Uncommon Courses is an 
occasional series from The 

Conversation U.S. highlighting 
unconventional approaches to 
teaching. 

“Feedback Loops: How to 
Give and Receive High-Quality 
Feedback”

Given that my students pur-
sue careers in an incredibly 
wide range of fi elds — busi-
ness, philanthropy, sports, med-
icine, fi nance, human rights, 
education — I wanted to teach 
them skills that could serve a 
general purpose. Being able to 
give and receive high-quality 
feedback will help them and the 
people they work with wher-
ever they end up.

We learn how to solicit and 
deliver feedback. But we also 
learn how to interpret feedback, 
particularly when receiving it 
from multiple sources.

We also experiment with a 
wide range of feedback frame-
works. A few frameworks come 
from external sources, such as 
“Radical Candor” by corporate 
management coach Kim Scott 
and “Thanks for the Feedback” 
by Douglas Stone and Sheila 
Heen of Harvard University’s 
Negotiation Project. The rest of 
the frameworks are the product 
of collaborations with students, 
lawyers, doctors, consultants 
and entrepreneurs. These in-
clude strategies for how to give 
your boss feedback, how to re-
ceive feedback from a peer and 
how to process feedback even 
when it isn’t clear or consistent.

Stone and Heen write about 
three:
■ Appreciation: applauding 
someone’s effort and perfor-
mance
■ Coaching: showing someone 
a better way to do something
■ Evaluation: telling someone 

where they stand
The optimal mix varies by 

person and situation, so we dis-
cuss different scenarios when 
one piece or another should 
be emphasized. Beginners or 
someone who is discouraged 
may need more appreciation, 
but a more advanced person 
may crave “coaching” and 
“evaluation.” That is, a pro 
baseball player may want tips 
on improving their swing.

Just because you are ready to 
give someone feedback doesn’t 
mean they are ready to receive 
it. The comedian Craig Fergu-
son has said it took him two 
failed marriages to learn that 
lesson. He now asks himself 
three questions before volun-
teering his thoughts:
■ Does this need to be said?
■ Does this need to be said by 
me?
 ■ Does this need to be said by 
me right now?

Another key idea comes from 
cognitive psychologist LeeAnn 
Renninger who explained in 
a TED Talk the importance of 
timing. Rather than blindsiding 
people with criticism, she sug-
gests offering them some con-
trol over the delivery. Start by 
saying something like, “Do you 
have time to talk about how that 
last presentation went?”

Consent and autonomy can 
be critical feedback ingredients.

Last year, I put the main 
concepts and exercises from 
the course into a book called 
“Feedback Loops: How to Give 
and Receive High-Quality Feed-
back” that people can read or 
download for free. I also use 
videos, quizzes and assignments 
from an online course for which 
the book is a companion text.

Many students say the course 
helped them become better 
editors. Others have said it has 
helped them become better lis-
teners and leaders. Perhaps the 
biggest benefi t, however, is that 
they develop a set of tools and 
a conceptual vocabulary that 
helps them become better at 
getting better. They learn how 
to improve the way they — and 
others — improve. (AP)

The Conversation
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This image released by 20th Century Studios/Marvel Studios shows Ryan Reynolds as Deadpool/Wade Wilson and Hugh Jackman as Wolverine/Logan in a scene from ‘Deadpool & Wolverine.’ (AP)

Marvel, star-studded panels and exclusive merchandise await

What to expect as convention returns to San Diego
SAN DIEGO, July 25, (AP): Comic-Con International, the comic book 
and pop culture extravaganza, is kicking off in San Diego. The conven-
tion, which draws over 130,000 fans annually, opened for a preview 
night Wednesday and runs through Sunday.

With the COVID-19 pandemic and the Hollywood strikes disrupting 
past years of the convention either through complete cancellation or 
modifi cations to the way they ran, this year will be the most traditional 
Comic-Con since 2019.

Actors, fi lmmakers, comic book authors and illustrators and fans are 
making their way to the San Diego Convention Center and the several 
offi cial (and unoffi cial) event locations for a weekend brimming with 
programming.

Here’s what to expect at the sprawling convention.
With the highly anticipated release of “Deadpool & Wolverine,” Marvel 

is set to be a strong presence, from the costumes fans don to the panels that 
draw the longest lines. The Ryan Reynolds and Hugh Jackman-led feature 
is the fi rst and only Disney-backed Marvel movie of the year. The panel 
promoting the fi lm and celebrating its release Thursday is expected to draw 
thousands to the convention’s famed Hall H.

Marvel is also expected to announce news teasing their upcoming 
titles in their “Phase 5” cinematic universe plan and beyond, with Mar-
vel president Kevin Feige as the only confi rmed speaker on their Satur-
day panel. He will be joined by special guests, who may include stars 

of upcoming Marvel titles like “Captain America: Brave New World,” 
“Thunderbolts(asterisk)” and “ The Fantastic Four.”

After their absence from the convention last year due to the actors 
strike, stars are returning to the convention in full force to showcase 
upcoming series and movies. While the lineup for Marvel’s panel will 
likely remain under wraps until the event starts, several A-listers are 
confi rmed to attend the convention.

Chris Hemsworth, Keegan-Michael Key and Brian Tyree Henry will 
be speaking on a panel for “Transformers One,” the upcoming animat-
ed movie with a star-studded cast that also includes Scarlett Johansson, 
Jon Hamm, Laurence Fishburne and Steve Buscemi.

Appearances
The cast of the anticipated August release “Alien: Romulus,” Cailee 

Spaeny, Isabela Merced and David Jonsson, will speak on a panel with 
director and writer Fede Alvarez.

Christian Slater, Lupita Nyong’o and the cast members of “The 
Boys” and “Abbott Elementary” will also make appearances. And of 
course, Reynolds and Jackman, who have kept busy promoting “Dead-
pool & Wolverine,” will be there, too.

Beyond the convention hall, San Diego will be buzzing with activi-
ties, brand activations, parties and events celebrating all things pop cul-
ture. Pop and R&B artist Jason Derulo, Japanese singer LiSA and the 

San Diego Symphony Orchestra are each expected to perform at parties 
during the weekend.

While several parties and events are invitation-only - including 
the notable Entertainment Weekly party that draws huge crowds and 
several celebrities - visitors can keep an eye out for events and pop-
ups throughout the city’s Gaslamp Quarter. The area surrounding the 
convention center embraces the spirit of the weekend, with local busi-
nesses, restaurants and bars typically rolling out Comic-Con-specifi c 
products or menus. 

Part of the draw for many Comic-Con attendees is the plethora of mer-
chandise available to purchase on the exhibit fl oor. Booths selling collect-
ibles from Marvel, DC, Star Wars, Lego, Hasbro, Sony, Mattel and dozens 
of other companies and franchises will take over the sprawling venue. Visi-
tors can also expect some free items and giveaways on the fl oor. 

The “Artists’ Alley” in the exhibit hall also features dozens of rising 
creators selling art prints, comics, toys, books, collectibles and more. 

Many attendees scramble on preview night and in the convention’s 
fi rst day to try to snag the merchandise that is exclusive to the event. 
Retailers big and small boast rare collectibles, and they sell out quickly. 

Another highlight of the weekend for many is the inventive (and 
often lifelike) costumes attendees wear. The main exhibition fl oor is 
a good place to scout out the best looks, but visitors can expect to see 
decked-out fans throughout the city all weekend.

MONTREUX, Switzerland: As 
the curtains fell on the 58th Mon-
treux Jazz Festival in Switzerland, 
famous for its iconic live music 
performances since 1967, its CEO 
told Xinhua that the upcoming 
China edition is an opportunity to 
connect East and West.

This year’s edition took place 
from July 5 to 20 in the Swiss 
resort town on the shores of Lake 
Geneva, nestled between steep 
hills and the Lavaux vineyard 
terraces, a UNESCO-listed world 
heritage site.

It attracted 250,000 festival-
goers and recorded an average of 
90 percent of tickets sold, its CEO 
Mathieu Jaton told Xinhua in an 
interview.

“I’m happy to say that even 
though we had a lot of extra costs, 
we covered the budget. This is the 
best news because it was quite a 
risky edition,” he said.

“We are happy to say that we 
are safe. The beauty of the experi-
ence is that we started on a blank 
canvas without knowing exactly 
how it’s going to work. And it 
worked tremendously,” he said.

Organized outside the Conven-
tion Center which usually hosts the 
festival’s main stages but is undergo-
ing renovation, the main stages 
of the event were the Lake Stage 
constructed on the surface of Lake 
Geneva, and the Casino Stage.

Highlights this year included 
sold-out headliners such as Sting 
and Lenny Kravitz, as well as Deep 
Purple, Raye, Dionne Warwick, 
and The Smashing Pumpkins.

With 12 concerts sold out and 
an average occupancy rate of 92 
percent, the Lake Stage met and 
even exceeded its objectives, Jaton 
said, adding that the Casino Stage 
also recorded very good fi gures, 
with 10 sell-outs and an 88 percent 
occupancy rate.

Jaton highlighted that the inter-
national expansion of the festival 
was now gathering pace. “We’re 
very happy that the expansion of 
the brand is getting stronger and 
stronger with another addition of 
Montreux Jazz Festival China. 
We’re very happy about it.”

Swiss music promoter Claude 
Nobs, who died in 2013, founded 
the Montreux Jazz Festival in 
1967 and built it into an interna-
tional festival and event platform 
for music lovers.

Since its creation, the festival 

under its slogan “Where Legends 
Are Born” has seen many iconic 
live music performances. Su-
perstars including Miles Davis, 
Aretha Franklin, Prince, Elton 
John and Stevie Wonder have all 
performed here over the years.

The festival will also travel to 
China for the third time in the fall 
and take place in Suzhou, Jiangsu 

province, from Oct. 25 to 27 under 
the Montreux Jazz Festival China’s 
theme “When West Meets East.”

“It’s a beautiful experience we 
have with the Chinese people and 
the Montreux Jazz Festival China 
team,” Jaton said. (Xinhua)

❑     ❑     ❑

AMMAN: The 38th Jerash Fes-

tival for Culture and Arts kicked 
off on Wednesday in the ancient 
historic city of Jerash, some 50 km 
to the north of Amman.

This year’s festival celebrates 
the silver jubilee of King Abdul-
lah II’s accession to the throne 
and draws together participants 
from over 40 countries, reaffi rm-
ing commitment to Arab causes, 

primarily the Palestinian cause, 
and showing solidarity with the 
Palestinian people.

Participants from Saudi 
Arabia, Egypt, Kuwait, Tunisia, 
Oman, and Jordan also set up 
pavilions to showcase traditional 
industries, heritage, culture, me-
dia, and architecture from these 
countries. (Xinhua)
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‘Deadpool & Wolverine’ delivers meta comedy, action

Superhero fi lm embraces its true self
By Krysta Fauria

If one thing is certain about “Deadpool,” it’s that its 
titular hero, for reasons never explained, understands 

his place in the world - well, in our world.
Indeed, the irreverent and raunchy mutant is sure to 

belabor his awareness of the context in which he lives 
- namely an over-saturated, increasingly labyrinthine 
multibillion-dollar Marvel multiverse which spans de-
cades, studios and too many fi lms for most viewers to 
count.

From its inception, the “Deadpool” franchise has 
prided itself a subversive, self-aware anti-superhero su-
perhero movie, making fun of everything from comic 
books to Hollywood to its biggest champion, co-writer 
and star, Ryan Reynolds.

It’s no surprise then, as fans have come to expect, 
that the long-anticipated “Deadpool & Wolverine” fur-
ther embraces its fourth wall-breaking self-awareness 
- even as it looks increasingly and more earnestly like 
the superhero movie blueprint it loves to exploit. That 
tension - the fact that “Deadpool” has called out comic 
book movie tropes despite being, in fact, a comic book 
movie - is somehow remedied in “Deadpool & Wol-
verine,” which leans into its genre more than the fran-
chise’s fi rst two movies.

Perhaps this gives viewers more clarity on its intend-
ed audience. After all, someone who hates superhero 
fi lms - I’m looking at you, Scorsese - isn’t going to be 
won over because of a few self-deprecating jokes about 
lazy writing, budgets for A-list cameos and the over-
used “superhero landing” Reynolds’ Deadpool regu-
larly refers to.

But this time around, director Shawn Levy - his 
fi rst Marvel movie - seems to have found a sweet spot. 
Levy is surely helped by the fact that the third fi lm in 
the franchise has a bigger budget, more hype and, of 
course, a brooding, eventually shirtless, Hugh Jackman 
as Wolverine - who has long been teased as someone 
Deadpool has, er, complicated feelings toward.

That anticipation makes their relationship, packed 
with hatred, fandom and homoeroticism, all the 
more enticing. Their fight scenes against each other 

are just as compelling as their moments of self-sac-
rificial partnership in the spirit of, you guessed it, 
saving the world(s).

Speaking of worlds, there is one important develop-
ment in our own to be aware of ahead of time. The fi rst 
two “Deadpool” fi lms were distributed by 20th Century 
Fox, whose $71.3 billion acquisition by the Walt Dis-
ney Co. in 2019 opened the door for the franchise to 
join the Marvel Cinematic Universe.

Perhaps unsurprisingly, “Deadpool & Wolverine” 
takes full advantage of that vast playground, which be-
gan in 2008 with Robert Downey Jr.’s “Iron Man” and 
now includes more than 30 fi lms and a host of televi-
sion shows. The acquisition is also a recurring target of 
Deadpool’s sarcasm throughout the movie.

Cameos
Although steeped in references and cameos that 

can feel a bit like inside baseball for the less devoted, 
“Deadpool & Wolverine” is easy enough to follow for 
the casual Marvel viewer, though it wouldn’t hurt to 
have seen the fi rst “Deadpool” and Jackman’s 2017 
“Logan,” a harbinger of the increasing appetite for R-
rated superhero violence. The Disney+ series “Loki” 
also gives helpful context, though is by no means a 
must watch, on the Time Variance Authority, which 
polices multiverse timelines to avoid “incursions,” or 
the catastrophic colliding of universes.

A defi ning feature of “Deadpool” has been its R rat-
ing and hyper violent action scenes. Whether thanks to 
more money, Levy’s direction or some combination of 
the two, these scenes are much more visually appealing.

But “Deadpool & Wolverine” does succumb to some 
of the deus ex machina writing that so often plagues 
superhero movies. Wade Wilson’s (the real identity 
of Deadpool) relationship with his ex (?) Vanessa is 
particularly underdeveloped - though it’s possible that 
ambiguity is a metaphor for Deadpool’s future within 
the MCU.

The plot feels aimless at points toward the end. One 
cameo-saturated battle scene in particular is resolved 
in a way that leaves its audience wanting after spend-
ing quite a bit of time building tension around it. While 
there are a few impressive stars who make an appear-

ance, audiences may be disappointed by the amount of 
MCU characters referenced who don’t make it in.

The bloody but comedic fi nal fi ght scene, however, is 
enough to perk viewers back up for the last act, solidi-
fying the fi lm’s identity as a fun, generally well-made 
summer movie.

The sole MCU release of 2024, “Deadpool & Wol-
verine” proves it’s not necessarily the source material 
that’s causing so-called superhero fatigue. It also sug-
gests, in light of Marvel’s move to scale back produc-
tion following a pandemic and historic Hollywood 
strikes, that increased attention given to making a mov-
ie will ultimately help the fi nal product.

“Deadpool & Wolverine,” a Walt Disney Studios 
Motion Pictures release, is rated R by the Motion Pic-
ture Association for strong bloody violence and lan-
guage throughout, gore and sexual references. Running 
time: 127 minutes. Two and a half out of four stars.

Also:
BEIJING: China’s box offi ce revenue for the 2024 
summer movie season, which runs from June 1 to Aug. 
31, had exceeded 6 billion yuan (about 841 million US 
dollars) as of Monday noon, with three domestic fi lms 
topping the box offi ce chart.

According to fi lm data platform Beacon, the comedy 
“Successor,” featuring renowned comedic duo Shen 
Teng and Ma Li, leads the chart. The fi lm, released on 
July 16, tells the story of a wealthy couple who fakes a 
challenging environment for their son to foster his per-
sonal growth. By Monday noon, it had raked in over 
1.58 billion yuan, accounting for 26.4 percent of the 
total box offi ce sales.

Ranking second is the crime thriller “A Place Called 
Silence.” The fi lm, which delves into the topic of cam-
pus bullying, debuted on July 3 and had grossed nearly 
1.12 billion yuan as of Monday noon.

The drama “Moments We Shared,” released on June 
22, secured the third spot in the seasonal rankings with 
approximately 496.5 million yuan in box offi ce earn-
ings.

The summer moviegoing period is the longest single 
screening season on the Chinese mainland. In 2023, the 
summer box offi ce totaled 20.6 billion yuan. (Agencies)
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Strong message

New AI fi lm honors
female sports icons
PARIS, July 25, (Xinhua): A documentary that pays 
tribute to great female athletes over the past century 
has been jointly launched by the International Olym-
pic Committee (IOC), Chinese e-commerce and tech-
nology company Alibaba and its cloud arm Alibaba 
Cloud here.

The eight-minute fi lm, To the Greatness of HER, 
tells the stories of these athletes who have made sig-
nifi cant strides in sports, from a time when women 
were excluded from the Olympics to the upcoming 
Paris Games, where gender representation is expected 
to be equal.

Expressing his appreciation of Alibaba for using 
AI-powered technology, IOC President Thomas Bach 

said in a video message at the 
fi lm’s premiere on Wednesday 
night that “the fi lm allows us to 
refl ect on one of the most im-
portant priorities of the Olym-
pic community, empowering 
women in and through sport.”

The fi lm includes a large 
share of restored and colorized 
archival footage and photos of 
these athletes, thanks to Aliba-
ba Cloud’s AI technology.

It features notable athletes 
including Susan Lenglen, the 

legendary French tennis player who was the inaugural 
world No. 1 from 1921 to 1926, winning eight Grand 
Slam titles in singles and 21 in total; Zhang Shan, 
the fi rst woman to earn an Olympic shooting sport 
gold medal in mixed competition at the 1992 Barce-
lona Olympics; and Kathrine Switzer, a trailblazer for 
women’s marathon inclusion in the Olympics.

Switzer, 77, famously known as “forever 261,” 
made history by participating in the Boston Marathon 
in 1967 despite facing resistance from race offi cials, 
one of whom even tried to rip off her bib-number 261 
and throw her out of the course.

Opportunities
“That moment changed my life and showed the 

world that women must be taken seriously as people 
as well as athletes. This race propelled me and others 
to create opportunities for other women all the way to 
the inclusion of the women’s marathon and beyond, 
in the Olympic Games,” said Switzer at the premiere. 

“The story of No. 261 has been told many times, 
and the AI-powered cloud technology just presented it 
in the most special way possible,” she said.

“Looking into the future, I hope AI-powered cloud 
technology can help with athletic training, letting 
more people unlock their full potential and reach new 
heights.”

Another heroine of the documentary, Zhang Shan, 
the 56-year-old Chinese Olympic champion, remains 
sharp, confi dent and humorous when speaking about 
her career.

“I never reminisce about my youthful glory because 
I have always had it,” she told Xinhua.

“Many people say they enjoy watching my com-
petitions because they fi nd my shooting stance to be 
graceful. Even when I was coaching the youth team, I 
rarely picked up a gun because I believe it is important 
for these young athletes to learn on their own. How-
ever, when I do pick up a gun, it still leaves them in 
awe,” she said.

Zhang remembers vividly the medal ceremony at 
the Barcelona Olympics 32 years ago, when the silver 
and bronze medal winners, both males, raised her up 
high on the podium.

“My goal is not to defeat any male athletes. I just 
love shooting,” Zhang said.

“In the history of the Olympics, there were many 
sports that were considered unsuitable for women in 
the past. But with social development and advance-
ment of technology, women have demonstrated their 
abilities in various aspects of society. Therefore, I 
think it is not just about seeking equality, but more 
about seeing it as a progress for humanity,” she said.

Winning the Olympic gold had a profound impact 
on Zhang’s life.

“I was only 24 when I won the gold, and my life was 
just at its beginning. I have often said that I have been 
living on top of this gold medal my whole life — hav-
ing this gold medal made me more disciplined in my 
training and competitions since 1992,” Zhang said.

“I cannot afford to be negligent because I feel that 
every move I make will infl uence the younger gen-
eration. I hope to be a role model and benchmark for 
them,” she said.

Zhang retired two years ago, but sports still hold an 
important place in her life. She now serves as the vice 
president of the Sichuan provincial charity federa-
tion, while promoting electro-optical shooting among 
young people. She has also organized a dragon boat 
team with an average age of 60.

For Zhang, the essence of life is “to be the best ver-
sion of oneself.” “If every individual does their best, 
then we will all be fi ne,” she said.

Shot more than a century ago, a scene showing Len-
glen playing at her Wimbledon debut in 1919 looks as 
if it were fi lmed just yesterday.

A treasure trove of nearly 100 vintage fi lm clips and 
photos has been reborn in high-defi nition with the AI 
technology of Alibaba Cloud. The engineers behind 
this  transformation revealed their secrets to Xinhua.

Restoration
“It’s like embarking on a journey through time, not 

just for me but for all those who watch the documen-
tary,” said Huang Jun, a senior staff engineer on the 
Alibaba Cloud AI platform, and is in charge of the 
documentary restoration project.

Though still in black and white, the remastered 
footage no longer appears jittery and sped-up, as silent 
fi lms usually do.

The Alibaba Cloud team uses sophisticated AI 
models and algorithms to recreate the missing visual 
information in these old photos and fi lms, enabling 
motion to advance as smoothly as it does in contempo-
rary fi lm and to make the images look eerily modern, 
said Huang.

“We employ image super-resolution technology to 
convert low-resolution, blurry old photos into high-
resolution images, and then we use advanced image 
coloring technology to add realistic colors to black-
and-white photos, bringing them to life and making 
them more engaging,” he said.

Huang noted that the true test lies in coloring. With 
scant visual references available for the aged photos 
and fi lms, achieving accurate hues poses a real chal-
lenge.

He highlighted the complexities, from varying skin 
tones of athletes based on sunlight exposure to the 
blurred backgrounds and inconsistent coloring across 
different elements, such as medals and surroundings.

Bach

A member of staff views exhibits from previous concert tours that are displayed at the ‘Taylor Swift Songbook Trail Exhibition’ at the Victoria & Albert Museum, on 
Wednesday, July 24, in London. (AP)

A model presents a creation during 
the FDCI India Couture Week 2024 
in New Delhi, India, July 24. (Xinhua)

DOHA: In the bustling heart of Souq Wajif, 
the Majles of Qatar stands as a living testa-
ment to the nation’s rich cultural heritage.

Established in 2016, the unique venue not 
only introduces visitors to Qatar’s customs 
and traditions, but also serves as a vibrant 
meeting place for locals and tourists alike.

The Majles offers an immersive experi-
ence into Qatari society, showcasing its val-
ues, ethics, and way of life, according to the 
founder of the Majles, Hussein Al-Haddad.

He told KUNA that this space was 
created to provide a platform for cultural 
exchange and highlight the enduring legacy 
of Qatar’s ancestors, the Majles of Qatar 
was established to represent all Qataris and 
to educate visitors about Qatari traditions 
and heritage.

Over the years, the Majles has hosted 
a variety of events, from celebrating the 
national holidays of GCC countries to mark-
ing international sporting events such as the 
2022 FIFA World Cup and the AFC Asian 
Cup. Not only that these gatherings foster a 
sense of community, but also allow visitors 
to experience Qatari hospitality fi rsthand.

One of the Majles’ key roles is preserv-
ing and promoting traditional Qatari 
crafts and professions that have been the 
backbone of the society, as visitors can 
learn about historic trades like blacksmith-
ing, carpentry, jewelry making, and pearl 
diving, offering insight into the economic 
and cultural history of Qatar and the Gulf 
region. (KUNA)

❑        ❑        ❑

FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla.: A judge 
says controversial social media personal-
ity Andrew Tate ‘s defamation lawsuit 
against a Florida woman who accused him 
of imprisoning her in Romania can move 
forward, but he threw out Tate’s allegations 
against her parents and some allegations 
against the woman. 

Palm Beach County Circuit Judge Jo-
seph Curley ruled that the widely followed 
former professional kickboxer, 37, and 
his brother, Tristan, 36, can pursue their 
allegations that the woman in 2022 enlisted 
another woman in a plot to extort money 
from them. 

The British-American brothers say the 
woman falsely accused them of human 
traffi cking and rape, costing them their 
freedom and millions of dollars in income 
from their lucrative social media, podcast-
ing and business ventures. Romanian 
offi cials indicted the Tates last year, saying 
the brothers forced seven victims into 
pornography and subjected them to physi-
cal violence. 

Her attorneys say the lawsuit is in retri-
bution for her reporting him to authorities. 
The Associated Press generally does not 
name people who say they have been sexu-
ally assaulted.

Curley said in last week’s ruling, posted 
to online court records Tuesday, that the 
Tates’ attorneys have shown enough pos-
sible evidence that the woman defamed 
their clients and was attempting to defraud 
and extort them to warrant that the sides 
exchange discovery. He pointed to April 
2022 text messages the woman and her 
friend exchanged where they say they will 
ask the Tates for $200,000 and “act like we 
still love them and stuff.” (AP)

❑        ❑        ❑

Variety

BUFFALO, N.Y.: A man who severely in-
jured author Salman Rushdie in a frenzied 
knife attack in western New York faces 
new terrorism charges.

A three-count indictment unsealed in US 
District Court in Buffalo on Wednesday 
charges Hadi Matar with attempting to pro-
vide material support to Hezbollah, a mili-
tant group based in Lebanon and backed 
by Iran. The indictment didn’t detail what 
evidence linked Matar to the group. It also 
includes charges of committing terrorism 

transcending national boundaries and pro-
viding material support to terrorists.

The federal charges come after Matar 
earlier this month rejected an offer by state 
prosecutors to recommend a shorter prison 
sentence if he agreed to plead guilty in 
Chautauqua County Court, where he is 
charged with attempted murder and assault. 
The agreement also would have required 
him to plead guilty to a federal terrorism-
related charge, which hadn’t been fi led yet 
at the time. (AP)Tate Rushdie

Gardiner quits choir, orchestra he founded

Swift’s eras shine at V&A museum
LONDON, July 25, (AP): Taylor Swift 
fans who missed her world tour or 
those who can’t get enough of her can 
catch her at the museum this summer.

As a celebration of her double run of 
sold-out shows in London on her Eras 
Tour, real items from Swift’s differ-
ent musical eras have been integrated 
into galleries at the Victoria and Albert 
Museum in London.

Costumes, guitars and other memo-
rabilia from the pop star’s archive have 
been curated into a “Songbook Trail” 
that opens Saturday and runs through 
Sept. 8.

“There’s so many really iconic ob-
jects and looks worn by Taylor across 
her career from her breakout moment 
in country,” said Kate Bailey, senior 
curator of theater and performance at 
the V&A. “It’s wonderful to be able 
to share her musicality and her micro-
phone. So, many, many things.”

The exhibit is not the fi rst museum 
treatment of Swift. Last summer, the 
Museum of Arts and Design (MAD) 
in New York City presented “Taylor 
Swift: Storyteller,” featuring a dif-
ferent array of costumes and objects 
spanning her career.

Die-hard Swifties may recognize 
items in a display case dating back to 
an early tour in 2007 when she was a 
supporting act: pale blue heart-adorned 
cowboy boots, turquoise dress and 
a Taylor acoustic guitar made of koa 
wood.

The exhibits are set among priceless 
works in a museum that houses collec-
tions of art, fashion, photography, fur-
niture, performance, architecture, and 
ceramics. 

A purple skirt and pink and green 
sequined jacket from the 2015 tour of 
her Grammy-winning 1989 album are 
in a case next to a painting by the High 
Renaissance artist Raphael. A sweater 
from the “Cardigan” video from her 
“folklore” album sits in front of a pi-
ano in a gallery of landscape paintings. 

The Cinderella-like yellow gown 
from the “Bejewelled” music video 
from the “Midnights” album is dis-
played in the Prince Consort Gallery. 
A stage costume from her Reputation 
Tour, complete with snake micro-
phone, is in the British Gallery.

“The V&A feels like the perfect 
stage for a Taylor Swift trail,” Bailey 
said. “I think there’s so many touch-
points within Taylor’s work that re-
spond to art, literature, history. ... 
There’s so many ways that we can kind 
of interpret and layer and present Tay-
lor’s work here.”

Also:
LONDON: Renowned British conduc-
tor John Eliot Gardiner said Wednes-
day he is quitting the orchestra he has 
led for six decades, almost a year after 
he allegedly hit a singer backstage af-
ter a concert.

Gardiner said he was stepping down 
as leader and artistic director of the 
Monteverdi Choir and Orchestra “with 
a heavy heart.”

Lambert & Cravalho to step
into ‘Cabaret’ on Broadway
NEW YORK, July 25, (AP): Get 
ready to say willkommen to the 
next stars to enter the Kit Kat Club 
on Broadway - Adam Lambert and 
Auli’i Cravalho,

Producers of the Tony Award-
nominated revival revealed 
Wednesday that Lambert, the 
singer-songwriter who has fronted 
Queen, and Cravalho, the voice 
of the title character in Disney’s 
animated musical fi lm “Moana,” will 
play the Emcee and Sally Bowles, 
respectively, in the current revival 
of “Cabaret.”

The two - each making their 
Broadway debuts - will take over 
for English actors Eddie Redmayne 
and Gayle Rankin, who both 
earned Tony Award nominations 
for their parts. The newcomers will 
start Sept. 16 and play through the 
end of March.

“I feel so lucky to have this baton 
passed to Adam and I,” said Crav-
alho in an email from Indonesia. 
She noted that she saw the musical 
before her audition, pen and paper 
in hand. “The show feels so fresh 
and current.”

Lambert, who has just released 
his new dance-centric EP “Afters,” 
started his career in musical theat-
er- he was in the ensemble of the 
fi rst national tour of “Wicked” and 
later was in the show in Los An-
geles for two years. “It sounds cli-
che, but this is literally a childhood 
dream,” he said by phone.

He steps into the sinister and 
lascivious role of master of cere-

monies, one made famous by Joel 
Grey and Alan Cumming. Red-
mayne’s take was more dark and 
audacious. 

“I get the role. I get who he is. I’m 
excited about it. I think it works with 
my skill set,” Lambert says. “And 
I’m really, really excited to be in a 
cast again because with pop music, 
it’s like it’s all on you. To be able 
to do a show with a whole team of 
people onstage, it’s what I miss.” 

“Cabaret,” about the collapse of 
democracy and rise of fascism in 
Germany, centers on the world of 
the indulgent Kit Kat Klub in Ber-
lin as it becomes more precarious 
on the brink of World War II. The 
songs by John Kander and Fred 
Ebb include “Willkommen” and “To-
morrow Belongs to Me.”

“It’s so timely right now. We’re 
potentially on the verge of fascism 
again, just like they were then,” says 
Lambert. “There’s so many parallels 
to what’s going on in the real world, 
which is what I think gives it so much 
weight, and so much validity.” 

Cravalho, who appeared in “The 
Power” on Amazon, NBC’s drama 
“Rise” and Netfl ix’s “All Together 
Now,” also starred in the fi lm ad-
aptation of Tina Fey’s Broadway 
“Mean Girls: The Musical.”

She next takes up one of the 
stage’s most iconic roles, one 
created by Liza Minnelli. Others 
who have played Sally Bowles on 
Broadway include Natasha Rich-
ardson, Michelle Williams, Emma 
Stone and Sienna Miller. 

Gardiner, 81, allegedly hit William 
Thomas after the bass singer left the 
podium on the wrong side following a 
performance of Berlioz’s opera “Les 
Troyens” at the Festival Berlioz in 
La Cote-Saint-Andre in southeastern 
France in August 2023.

Recognize
Gardiner withdrew from all his en-

gagements soon afterwards, saying he 
was stepping back to get “the specialist 
help I recognize that I have needed for 
some time.”

He said Wednesday that he had 
“done a great deal of soul searching 
... and have apologized repeatedly and 
unreservedly for losing control in such 
an inappropriate fashion.”

“I have undergone extensive therapy 
and other counselling over the past 11 
months and have learned a great deal 
about myself and my past behavior, 
but I have reached the conclusion that 
the best way forward for both myself 
and for the MCO is to accept that a 
clear change in our relationship is nec-
essary now for the good of both par-

ties,” he said.
Gardiner is a Grammy-winning ba-

roque music conductor who has made 
more than 60 appearances at the BBC 
Proms, an annual summer classical 
music extravaganza.

He led the Monteverdi Choir and 
English Baroque Soloists in a perfor-
mance for guests at King Charles III’s 
coronation ceremony at Westminster 
Abbey in May 2023. He was knighted 
for his services to music in 1998.

“The Monteverdi Choir, which I 
founded in 1964, has been the proudest 
and most inspiring project of my life 
and I have arrived at this decision with 
a heavy heart after six decades of re-
markable collaborative achievement,” 
Gardiner said.

The choir and orchestra’s board 
said Gardiner’s “extraordinary musi-
cal infl uence over the past 60 years has 
made a lasting impact.”

“The MCO acknowledges with grat-
itude his monumental contribution, 
and holds a deep-seated commitment 
to honor and preserve these phenom-
enal accomplishments,” it said.

Music
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WHO warns of global spike

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates, July 
25, (AP): Since the United Arab Emir-
ates witnessed its heaviest recorded 
rainfall ever three months ago, the 
desert nation has issued a multitude of 
warnings about dengue which, activ-
ists say, has surged and struck hardest 
among the vast populations of labor-
ers. 

The tropical disease, spread by 
mosquitos, has witnessed a world-
wide spike. The World Health Or-
ganization declared it an emergency 
in December as cases have globally 
increased tenfold over the last gen-
eration. 

Many people infected by the virus 
are asymptomatic, but some experi-
ence headaches, fever and fl u-like 
symptoms. Severe cases can lead to 
serious bleeding, shock and death.

In the UAE, a federation of seven 
sheikhdoms, the disease has usually 
spread due to travel on long-haul 
carriers into the country. Howev-
er, on April 25, the Department of 
Health alerted that locally transmit-
ted cases without travel history have 

been documented since 2023 “as a 
result of climate change and an en-
vironment conducive to mosquito 
breeding.”

Changes in weather patterns turn 
countries previously inhospitable to 
Dengue-carrying mosquitos into pos-
sible habitats. 

The April deluges, which fl ood-
ed portions of major highways and 
Dubai’s international airport, only 
amplifi ed the risk in the Gulf country. 
While major thoroughfares quickly 
saw vacuum pumps arrive, others 
remained saddled for weeks with 
stagnant pools of water, where virus-
carrying mosquitos lay their eggs and 
spread the disease. 

No offi cial fi gures have been shared 
in the Emirates where broad laws se-
verely restrict freedom of speech and 
almost all major local media are either 
state-owned or state-affi liated outlets. 
Queries sent to various governmental 
organizations about the exact number 
of confi rmed dengue cases went unan-
swered.

The WHO also declined to dis-

cuss the situation in the UAE when 
reached by The Associated Press. 
However, the UN health agency 
noted in its May 30 report that there 
have been continued dengue out-
breaks in Mideast “countries with 
stronger health-care systems that 
have been affected by unusual rains 
due to climate change.” It also said: 
“Timely data sharing also remains a 
challenge for other countries in the 
region for reasons such as the poten-
tial impact in the tourism, economy 
and other sectors.”

Meanwhile, public awareness cam-
paigns across the sheikdom on the 
importance of cleaning stagnant wa-
ter and warnings about dengue, also 
known as breakbone fever, have been 
widely aired on state media.

Laborers
Still, activists stressed that commu-

nities of laborers are bearing the brunt 
of the disease. 

The slow cleanup of fl ooded areas 
in industrial sites has worsened the 
spread of the disease among laborers, 

some of whom have left their home 
countries already affected by climate 
change for a chance to earn money in 
the UAE, according to a report issued 
by FairSquare, a London-based group 
focused on labor rights in the Gulf 
Arab states.

The July 4 report detailed a surge 
in dengue cases among migrant 
worker communities across the Emir-
ates, citing three healthcare workers, 
a government offi cial, and migrant 
workers. The group attributed the rise 
in cases to a lagging government re-
sponse to the spread of the viral infec-
tion in areas where migrant laborers 
live and work.

James Lynch, a FairSquare co-
director once banned from entering 
the UAE while at Amnesty Interna-
tional, told the AP that “the impor-
tant thing here is the disproportion-
ate impact” of how the virus seems 
to mainly spread among laborers. 
“What you would want to see is an 
even-handed approach to dealing 
with clean up and it doesn’t seem to 
be the case here.”

No specifi c fi gures were shared in 
the report which quoted a nurse, who 
works at a private clinic in the city of 
Sharjah, as saying they receive over 30 
cases every four or fi ve days, describ-
ing the rise in cases as “alarming.”

The UAE’s overall population of 
more than 9.2 million is only 10% 
Emirati, with millions of low-paid 
workers from Africa, the Middle East 
and Southeast Asia.

“I call it a double whammy of cli-
mate change on this very vulnerable 
population,” said Barrak Alahmad, a 
research fellow at the Harvard T.H. 
Chan School of Public Health. “I see 
that these migrant workers are on the 
front line facing the effects of climate 
change and health.”

The effect of the virus also resonat-
ed in Iran.

The Islamic Republic relies on 
Dubai as a major transit point to the 
rest of the world due to the internation-
al sanctions it faces over its nuclear 
program and tensions with the West.

On July 9, Shahnam Arshi, an Ira-
nian health ministry offi cial said of 

149 people infected with dengue, 130 
had been infected in the UAE while 
Hossein Farshidi, deputy health minis-
ter, said the fi rst known infected per-
son entered Iran on May 15, after the 
fl ooding in the Emirates.

Farshidi, in his latest remarks on 
July 23, said the number of infected 
people in the country, rose to 152, 
without giving further details. 

This year, Iran also reported its 
fi rst locally transmitted cases of den-
gue, saying the number rose to 12 in 
July, all of them located in the Bandar 
Lengeh port, south of Iran.

Earlier this year, Brazil’s Rio de Ja-
neiro declared a public health emergenc y 
because of mosquito-borne dengue fever, 
while in July, US offi cials warned doc-
tors to stay on alert as the tropical disease 
broke international records.

“Each year, we are going to see 
new places and different local govern-
ments struggling with either dengue or 
other issues from climate change,” said 
Alahmad, the research fellow. “It is an 
ever-expanding issue. I don’t know if 
we have an easy fi x to this.”

Floods, climate change blamed for dengue surge in the UAE

Unsecured internet access poses risks

Tech tip: To hide internet activity or IP
address, use a virtual private network
LONDON, July 25, (AP): On the 
move and looking for an internet con-
nection to check email or post a video 
to TikTok? It’s tempting to jump onto 
the free Wi-Fi at the coffee shop or the 
shopping mall. But don’t do it unless 
you’ve got protection.

Using unsecured internet access can 
be risky. Hackers can secretly put them-
selves between you and the internet and 
view everything you do online, slip mal-
ware onto your device or even set up a 
rogue hotspot that looks authentic. It’s 
one of those times when it’s best to use a 
virtual private network, or VPN.

VPNs should be a part of most 
people’s internet security toolbox. For 
rookie users, they can initially seem 
technically bewildering. 

A virtual private network is a service 
that hides your online activity from any-
one else on the internet. A VPN encrypts 
your traffi c data, which prevents anyone 
else from being able to read it, and routes 
it through private tunnels to secure serv-
ers around the world. 

If normal internet use is like a pass-
ing city bus, then using a VPN is like 
riding in a limo with tinted windows. 
Anyone can see the bus’s passengers 
and its destination sign. The limo, 
meanwhile, reveals little to people on 
the street about what it’s carrying or 
where it’s going. 

Privacy
Privacy is one of the main reasons. If 

you connect to a free public Wi-Fi net-
work, like at a hotel lobby or coffee shop, 
using a VPN will prevent anyone from 
electronically eavesdropping on you. 

You can also use it at home if you 
don’t want your internet service pro-
vider to know what you’re doing. But 
if that’s not a concern, then you prob-
ably don’t need to as long as your net-
work is password protected. 

Another big reason for a VPN is to 
“spoof” your location, and make it ap-
pear like your phone or computer is else-
where. Pick from a list of countries where 
your VPN provider has servers and 
presto, you’ve got a different IP address 
that makes a website think you’re in, say, 
Singapore or Germany instead of at your 
desk in New York or on your phone in 
London. Now you can access localized 
versions of websites or stream video only 
available in a particular country. 
VPNs also help people evade censorship 
in countries with tight internet controls.  

Just remember a VPN won’t hide every-
thing. If you’re logging into your Gmail 
account, for example, Google will still 
know who you’re emailing.

VPNs are perfectly legal in most 
countries. However, they are outlawed 
or restricted in places where the au-
thorities control internet access or car-

ry out online surveillance and censor-
ship, such as North Korea and China.

There are dozens if not hundreds of 
available VPN services, but not all are 
credible. Experts warn that some could 
be run by shady operators. 

Start with tech review websites that 
have tested and analyzed their privacy 
policies, encryption practices, ease of 
use, speed, price and other categories. 
Some review sites rank VPNs accord-
ing to specifi c uses like streaming. 

Some better-known or established 
providers include NordVPN, Mullvad, 
Proton, Surfshark, ExpressVPN and 
Private Internet Access. 

There are a few key features to look 
out for. 

One is a “kill switch” that halts all 
internet traffi c if the VPN’s connec-
tion goes down, preventing stray bits 
of data from getting out. 

Security
“The kill switch is a pretty powerful 

security feature,” because it will never 
leave you exposed, said Paul Bischoff, se-
curity and privacy advocate at consumer 
research group Comparitech. But he said 
some fi nd it annoying because, for ex-
ample, if your phone switches networks, 
your connection will go down briefl y. 

Experts also recommend VPNs with 
a “no-logging” guarantee. It’s a promise 
that none of your online activity will be 
recorded. But it’s not easy for an ordinary 
user to verify whether the VPN operator 
is fulfi lling such promises, so look for au-
dits by third-party inspectors.

Expect to pay a monthly fee to use 
the most reputable VPNs. 

Experts warn against using free 
VPNs because many offer sub-par se-
curity or could be harvesting your data. 

Bischoff warned some free VPNs 
could be from rogue operators who dis-
close little information about who’s be-
hind them or the security they’re using. 

“Some of them are straight up mal-
ware,” Bischoff said. They might inject 
ads into your browsing or not be able 
to unblock many streaming services. 
Free VPNs also tend to be slower be-
cause they “usually have too many us-
ers on too few servers,” he said. 

Some reputable VPNs provide a free 
version, but they typically come with 
restrictions such as limiting use to one 
device or a cap on data. They’re a good 
option if you only need to occasionally 
browse privately. 

733 m faced hunger in 2023

Sudan’s war intensifies
cancer patients plight
KHARTOUM, July 25, (Agencies): 
Fatima, a Sudanese patient with blood 
cancer, had traveled on a dangerous 
journey nationwide searching for life-
saving treatment despite the country’s 
ongoing war and bloodshed.

Fatima, 43, told Xinhua from an on-
cology center in Port Sudan how she 
had embarked on an odyssey from the 
southern inland state of West Kordo-
fan all the way up to the Red Sea city 
and secured a place in a medical center 
already in great shortage of supplies 
and overwhelmed by patients.

“It was a frightening and arduous 
journey. We were exposed to stress, 
hunger, security risks, and repeated 
inspections from the army and rapid 
support points,” she said.

Due to prolonged clashes between 
the Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF) and 
the paramilitary Rapid Support Forces 
(RSF), which began in April 2023, 
all health facilities in West Kordofan 
stopped working. Many patients died 
due to the lack of treatment, she noted.

Seeking medical help, she took the 
rugged roads from Kailik city in her 
home state to Wad Madani, the capi-
tal city of the Gezira State in central 
Sudan, where she was lucky enough to 
be enrolled in a treatment program at 
these state-run Wad Madani Oncology 
Center, right away.

Unfortunately, the treatment went 
on for merely a couple of months un-
til last December, when the clashes 
spreading there disrupted everything.

She was forced to fl ee once again. She 
decided to try Port Sudan, the capital city 
of the Red Sea State in eastern Sudan.

“In this oncology center, I receive 
chemotherapy, but I still lack radio-
therapy,” she said.

At the center, every cancer patient 
has a different story, but all of them 
agree that the war has exacerbated 
their suffering.

Maimuna, a breast cancer patient, said 
an arduous trek from the South Kordofan 
state took her here, but she immediately 
found the facility was lack of radiother-
apy, and she had to opt for much more 
expensive alternatives.

Due to the war, Sudan has lost fi ve 
radiotherapy devices that were in 
Khartoum and Gezira State, according 
to Dafalla Omer Abuidris, director of 
Sudan’s National Centers for Oncol-
ogy Treatment.

“There is no radiotherapy available 
now in Sudan. We have one machine 
in Merowe Hospital in northern Su-
dan, providing only about 5 percent 

of needed radiotherapy treatment,” 
Abuidris told Xinhua.

He further noted that there is about 
a 40 percent shortage in Sudan’s real 
need of chemotherapy drugs for cancer 
patients, appealing to world countries 
and organizations to provide chemo-
therapy drugs.

Sudanese doctors warned as early 
as in October in the open-access medi-
cal journal Ecancermedicalscience that 
“the limited access to oncology ser-
vices during the current war endangers 
the lives of more than 40,000 Sudanese 
cancer patients.”

The WHO said in a report published 
on June 18 that nearly 15 million people 
are estimated to need urgent lifesaving 
healthcare services in the country, for 
which health cluster partners are aiming 
to reach 4.9 million people, requiring 178 
million U.S. dollars to do so, but which is 
only 26 percent funded.

The ongoing war has wreaked havoc 
on the country’s health sector, with an 
estimated loss of nearly 11 billion dol-
lars on hospitals, health centers, and 
medical supplies, according to Sudan’s 
Acting Health Minister Haitham Mo-
hamed Ibrahim.

❑     ❑     ❑

Nutrition: About 733 million people, 
or some 9 percent of the world popula-
tion, may have faced hunger in 2023, 
according to the latest edition of the 
United Nations’ (UN) “State of Food 
Security and Nutrition in the World” 
released on Wednesday.

The fi gure is about 152 million more 
than in 2019, said the report titled 
“State of Food Security and Nutrition 
in the World 2024: Financing to End 
Hunger, Food Insecurity and Malnutri-
tion in All Its Forms.”

The report, which was published by 
fi ve UN agencies: the Food and Agri-
culture Organization, the UN Children’s 
Fund, the World Food Programme, the 
World Health Organization, and the In-
ternational Fund for Agricultural Devel-
opment, was launched in the context of 
the G20 Global Alliance against Hun-
ger and Poverty Task Force Ministerial 
Meeting in Brazil.

According to the report, trends are 
not yet moving in the right direction to 
end hunger and food insecurity by 2030, 
and the indicators of progress towards 
global nutrition targets similarly show 
that the world is not on track to eliminate 
all forms of malnutrition, with billions of 
people still lacking access to nutritious, 
safe and suffi cient food. 

(Pic A) An IT field services technician works on software on an information 
display near United Airlines gates at Chicago O’Hare International Airport, 

in Chicago, Friday, July 19. (AP)

‘Let bad data slip through’

CrowdStrike blames update
bug for global tech collapse
NEW YORK, July 25, (AP): Crowd-
Strike is blaming a bug in an update 
that allowed its cybersecurity sys-
tems to push bad data out to millions 
of customer computers, setting off 
last week’s global tech outage that 
grounded fl ights, took TV broadcasts 
off air and disrupted banks, hospitals 
and retailers. 

CrowdStrike also outlined measures 
it would take to prevent the problem 
from recurring, including staggering 
the rollout of updates, giving custom-
ers more control over when and where 
they occur, and providing more details 
about the updates that it plans. 

The company on Wednesday posted 
details online from its “preliminary 
post incident review ” of the outage, 
which caused chaos for the many busi-

nesses that pay for the cybersecurity 
fi rm’s software services. 

The problem involved an “unde-
tected error” in the content confi gura-
tion update for its Falcon platform af-
fecting Windows machines, the Texas 
company said. 

A bug in the content validation 
system allowed “problematic con-
tent data” to be deployed to Crowd-
strike’s customers. That triggered an 
“unexpected exception” that caused a 
Windows operating system crash, the 
company said. 

As part of the new prevention mea-
sures, CrowdStrike said it’s also beef-
ing up internal testing as well as put-
ting in place “a new check” to stop 
“this type of problematic content” 
from being deployed again. 
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Match played at Levi’s Stadium

Ugochukwu scores in 82nd, Chelsea salvage draw with Wrexham in friendly

Brunetta has a goal, an assist to lead
Liga MX All-Stars past MLS All-Stars

Crowd of 20931 watched the game

COLUMBUS, Ohio, July 
25, (AP): Juan Brunetta and 
Maximiliano Meza scored a 
minute apart in the second 
half, and Mexico’s Liga MX 
All-Stars beat the Major 
League Soccer All-Stars 4-1 
in the MLS All-Star Game 
on Wednesday night.

Brunetta (Tigres) scored in tran-
sition in the 68th minute to make 
it 3-1 and set up Meza (Monter-
rey) soon after in front of a record 
crowd of 20,931 at Lower.com 
Field.

It was the first MLS All-Star 
Game victory for Liga MX in three 
tries. The MLS All-Stars won in 
2022 and won on penalty kicks after 
a 1-1 draw a year earlier.

“It was an incredible game,” Liga 
MX coach Andre Jardine said. 
“There were a lot of high-level play-
ers. It was a tight game. Both teams 
definitely came out to play. In the 
second half they came out with a lot 
of great names as well. I was a bit 
surprised. It was a bit difficult, espe-
cially in the first 15 minutes, but we 
had to adjust and ultimately it was a 
great game.”

There were plenty of big names 
on the field, but the absence of the 
brightest and biggest one took some 
luster out of the event. The league 
announced Monday that Inter Miami 
forward Lionel Messi was unable to 
play because of ligament damage in 
his right ankle.

The 2022 World Cup champion 
was injured while playing for 
Argentina in its victory over 
Colombia in the Copa America final 
on July 14.

Fans cheered when Columbus for-
wards combined to tie the match 
1-all in the 17th minute, about a 
minute after Germán Berterame 
(Monterrey) scored for Mexico on a 
header.

From the left flank, Diego Rossi 
found Crew teammate Cucho 
Hernandez racing unmarked down 
the middle of the box for the equal-
izer.

“Unbelievable for me to score in 
front of my home fans,” Hernandez 
said.

Oussama Idrissi (Pachuca) made 
it 2-1 in the 41st with a strike from 
the top of the penalty area.

MLS had two chances to tie it in 
the 63rd when Riqui Puig (Los 
Angeles Galaxy) hit the crossbar and 
on the follow, Luca Orellano 

SANTA CLARA, July 25, (AP): 
Lesley Ugochukwu scored in the 
82nd minute to help Chelsea salvage 
a 2-2 tie with Wrexham in a friendly 
match Wednesday night at Levi’s 
Stadium.

Ugochukwu rolled a shot from the 
middle of the box through traffi c into 
the right corner.

Wrexham took a 2-1 lead when 
Jack Marriot scored on a counterat-
tack in the 72nd minute.

Luke Bolton also scored for Wrex-
ham, the Welsh team co-owned by 
actor Ryan Reynolds that was pro-
moted this year to the third tier of 
English soccer.

“It’s important that we show the 
Wrexham spirit we’ve been known 
for the last few years,” Wrexham 
manager Phil Parkinson said.

“We had to dig deep at times and 
tonight we did that again. Whether 
it’s preseason or not you want to see 
that kind of spirit we’ve kind of built 
a reputation. We’re representing a 
working-class town and a fantastic 
area and we’ve got to refl ect that 

with our performances.”
Christopher Nkunku scored fi rst 

for Chelsea in the perennial Pre-
mier League power’s fi rst preseason 
match and its fi rst under manager, 
Enzo Maresca, the former Leicester 
City manager.

“I’m very happy about the perfor-
mance in general because in this mo-
ment, if we think that we started just 
two weeks ago, it’s important that as 
a staff and in general people can start 
to see the identity of the team and 
I think tonight it was quite good,” 
Maresca said.

Nkunku fired a shot from the 
middle of the box into the left cor-
ner of the net past goalie Arthur 
Okonkwo in the 35th minute off an 
assist from Marc Guiu after a cor-
ner kick.

Wrexham tied it in the 58th minute 
when Bolton scored from the right 
wing off an assist from Sebastian 
Revan, who connected with Bolton 
on a crossing pass.

Chelsea goalkeeper Robert 
Sanchez blocked a breakaway shot 
from James McLean in the 29th 
minute.

Chelsea beat Wrexham 5-0 in a 
friendly last season.

Australian coach comes under fi re at Olympics
after saying he’s pulling for S. Korean swimmer
PARIS, July 25, (AP): An Austral-
ian swimming coach came under 
fi re from his own team on Thurs-
day after saying was pulling for a 
South Korean athlete to beat his 
country’s medal contenders at the 
Olympics.

Head coach Rohan Taylor called 
the comments by Michael Palfrey 
“un-Australian” and said he might 
be sent home before the swimming 
competition, which begins Saturday 
at La Defense Arena in the western 
Paris suburbs.

“Very disappointed. Extremely 
disappointed,” Taylor said. “For a 
coach on our team to promote an-
other athlete ahead of our athletes 
is not acceptable.”

Palfrey is part of the Australian 
staff at the Olympics, overseeing 
the preparations for three swim-
mers and working with a fourth 
athlete as well. But he previously 
coached South Korean men’s 
400-meter freestyle world champion 
Kim Woo-min.

In an interview with South Ko-
rean television, Palfrey said he was 
pulling for Kim to claim gold in that 
event on the opening day of the 
swimming competition.

“I really hope he can win, but ulti-
mately I really hope he swims well,” 
Palfrey said. He added, “Go Korea.”

Palfrey has conceded making 

the comment and apologized for 
the lapse in judgment, according 
to Taylor, but it may not be enough 
to keep him in Paris. The head 
coach said he would meet with the 
athletes later Thursday to discuss 
whether Palfrey should remain at 
the Olympics.

“For me, my priority is the per-
formance of the team, the perfor-
mance of the athletes,” Taylor said. 
“I need to look at the performance 
of the team and make a judgment 
call on that.”

Australia has two of the leading 
gold-medal contenders in the 400 
freestyle: 2023 world champion 
Sam Short and 2022 world cham-
pion Elijah Winnington.

It’s not unusual for coaches to 
work with athletes from other coun-
tries. One of the top American 
coaches, Bob Bowman, leads a 
training group that includes French 
star Léon Marchand.

But in an Olympic year, Taylor 
said, it was totally unacceptable for 
a coach on the Australian staff to 
express support for another coun-
try’s swimmer.

“We confronted him with those 
details,” Taylor said. “He owns that 

and was taken to task for it. He’s 
very remorseful and we’re now 
dealing with it.”

Australian swimmer Bronte 
Campbell, competing in her fourth 
Olympics, said the controversy 
has “barely caused a ripple” within 
the powerhouse team, which is 
expecting a big medal haul at the 
pool.

“When you come into an Olym-
pic Games, it’s all about protecting 
your energy. It’s a big, long, emo-
tional competition,” she said. “Eve-
ryone knows what they have to do. 
We always talk about focusing on 
performance fi rst. The way you do 
that is focusing on the things you 
can control that are right in front of 
you.”

Another Aussie swimmer, Zac 
Stubblety-Cook, said he under-
stands why Palfrey’s comments 
have stirred up such discord.

“Yes, it’s disappointing, but it 
hasn’t rocked the boat too much,” 
Stubblety-Cook said.

Still, it was an unwanted distrac-
tion with the Games fast approach-
ing.

“It’s just very, very disappointing 
to me that one of our coaches pro-
moted another athlete ahead of our 
athletes,” Taylor said. “That really is 
the thing that concerns me and dis-
appoints me.”

(Cincinnati) was denied on a goal-
line clearance by Unai Bilbao 
(Tijuana).

Minutes later, Liga MX put the 
game out of reach.

MLS recognized the revival of the 
Columbus market by awarding it the 

All-Star Game. The Crew, a 1996 
charter member, were threatened in 
the fall of 2017 with relocation to 
Austin, Texas, by then-owner 
Anthony Precourt.

A grassroots movement called 
Save the Crew drew international 

attention and helped persuade 
Cleveland Browns owners Jimmy 
and Dee Haslam to buy the team and 
keep it in Columbus.

The Crew won the MLS Cup in 
2020 and 2023, reached the final of 
the 2024 CONCACAF Champions 
Cup and opened Lower.com Field in 
2021, where there have been 28 
straight sellouts for MLS matches.

“It shows everyone the courage of 
the owner,” Crew and MLS All-Stars 
coach Wilfried Nancy said. “Listen, 
this is a representation of what 
Columbus is and the passion for the 
soccer.”

The All-Star squad had five Crew 
players. Hernandez and Rossi were 
joined by midfielder Darlington 
Nagbe and defenders Rudy Camacho 
and Steven Moreira.

MLS and Liga MX continue the 
rivalry with the start of the Leagues 
Cup on Friday All 47 teams will 
compete in a World Cup-style for-
mat, with the championship match 
on Aug. 25. There will be 77 matches 
in the United States and Canada. 
Inter Miami is the defending Leagues 
Cup champion.

OLYMPICS

SOCCER

BARCELONA, Spain, July 25, (AP): 
Hansi Flick says he will be counting 
on Lamine Yamal and Barcelona’s 
batch of talented youngsters to help 
the German coach make a positive 
start at his new club.

Yamal was the breakout player 
at the European Championship. He 
turned 17 a day before Spain beat 
England in the fi nal two weeks ago.

“What (Yamal) did in the Euros 
is unbelievable,” Flick said at his 
offi cial presentation Thursday, two 
months after the former Germany 
and Bayern Munich manager signed 
up with Barcelona.

Yamal’s performances included 
upstaging new Real Madrid star Ky-
lian Mbappé in the semifi nals against 
France, when the Barcelona teenager 
became the youngest scorer in tour-
nament history aged 16 after curling 
home the goal of the tournament.

That came after Yamal had already 
scooped up several “youngest ever” 
records for his club.

“Now it is important for him to 
stay with both legs on the Earth,” 
Flick said. “He gives us great mo-
ments and also can improve and 
make things better, but he is on a re-
ally fantastic way.” Flick took over 
from the fi red Xavi Hernández on a 
two-year contract after Barcelona 
fi nished last season fi nished without 
a title.

The club has been struggling fi nan-
cially to keep up with Madrid, but it 
has been boosted once again by the 
talent that its famed La Masia train-
ing academy continues to produce.

Flick has only had two weeks to 
train with some of his team, as the 
players that participated in Euro 
2024 and the Copa America have 
some time off. Others, like 17-year-
old center back Pau Cubarsí, are 
playing at the Paris Olympics.

But he said he was pleased with 
what he had seen so far, especially 
the youths from Barcelona’s reserve 
team.

The only player Flick wanted to 
name was forward Ansu Fati, who is 
back after a loan spell with Brighton. 
He was considered Barcelona’s ris-
ing star a few years ago before he 
suffered serious leg injuries.

Unfortunately, the 21-year-old 
hurt his right foot in practice Thurs-
day. That will rule him out of the 
team’s preseason tour of the United 

States, Flick said.
“Ansu on the fi rst days was un-

believable. He was very fi t, and he 
showed it on the pitch and in train-
ing,” Flick said. “And now it is not 
good and we don’t have him here 
and in America, but we will help him 
come back stronger.” Flick added 
that 19-year-old midfi elder Gavi 
Paéz, who tore his right ACL while 
playing for Spain in November, must 
take his time coming back.

Barcelona will likewise start the 
season without defender Ronald 
Araújo after he injured his right ham-
string while playing for Uruguay at 
the Copa America. Frenkie de Jong 
is also recovering from an injury that 
caused him to miss the Euros with 
the Netherlands.

Barcelona president Joan Laporta 
said he was convinced Flick would 
bring back “renewed energies” to a 
team that has not won the Champions 
League since 2015, Lionel Messi’s 
heyday at the club.

Flick had a direct part in bringing 
down that great Barcelona side. He 
was in charge of Bayern when its 
historic 8-2 demolition of the Cata-
lan club in 2020 marked a defi nitive 
end to its status as one of Europe’s 
supreme teams.

Flick did not mention that most 
painful moment for Barcelona fans 
during his press conference at the 
auditorium next to its Camp Nou sta-
dium. Instead, he said he will respect 
the club’s sacred playing style of ball 
possession and high pressure.

“The thing I want to see is that we 
are playing great football, technical 
football, so everyone at home on TV 
can see that this team gives its heart 
for the club,” he said. “It is crucial that 
you can see that on the pitch.” Perhaps 
it is wishful thinking given the club’s 
recent fi nancial troubles, but the Bar-
celona sports press speculates it could 
make a bid for Athletic Bilbao’s Nico 
Williams after the winger starred at 
the Euros alongside Yamal.

Laporta would only say Barcelona 
is in position to make any signings 
it needed.

When asked about Williams, Flick 
said he would not speak about play-
ers at other clubs.

KUWAIT CITY, July 25: Hana Al-
Bati, Director General of the Kuwait 
Anti-Doping Agency (KADA), has 
announced the suspension of six 
athletes across various sports due to 
anti-doping rule violations, reports 
Al-Seyassah daily.

The Kuwaiti disciplinary commit-
tee has imposed suspension on the 
following athletes ranging from one 
to four years.

The athletes suspended are -- 
Hamad Al-Rashed, a judo player, 
received a four-year suspension; 
Suleiman Al-Marzouq, a handball 

player, suspended for one year; Mo-
hammed Bousakher, a weightlifter, 
was handed a three-year suspension 
for refusing to comply with doping 
test procedures and Hadi Al-Azmi 
and Fatima Al-Shatti, both athletes 
in track and fi eld, along with Bader 
Al-Mutairi, a boxer, each received 
a two-year suspension for violating 
location control program require-
ments.

These sanctions highlight KA-
DA’s ongoing commitment to en-
forcing anti-doping measures and 
ensuring fair play in Kuwaiti sports.
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German coach settles in at new club

Flick impressed by Yamal,
Ansu & Barcelona’s youth

6 Kuwaitis suspended for
doping ‘violations’: KADA

Chelsea defender Tosin Adarabioyo (center), moves the ball past Wrexham forward Ollie Palmer (left), during the fi rst half of a club friendly soccer match 
in Santa Clara, Calif. (AP)

MLS All-Stars’ Hany Mukhtar (right), dribbles the ball as Liga MX All-Stars’ 
Brian Garcia defends during the second half of the MLS All-Star soccer 

match in Columbus, Ohio. (AP)

After a grueling Tour de France, top riders are racing to recover for Paris Olympics time trial
PARIS, July 25, (AP): The conclusion 
to the Tour de France last Sunday in 
Nice, where Slovenia’s Tadej Pogacar 
became a three-time champion by 
dominating rival Jonas Vingegaard 
and the rest of the fi eld, has sent some 
of the world’s best cyclists into the 
road race at the Paris Olympics in the 
best possible shape.

For others, the race is on to recover 
from three grueling weeks in time for 
Saturday’s time trial.

The cycling schedule was altered for 
this Summer Games, and the traditional 

road race that starts the program was 
pushed back to give riders competing in 
it a longer break. But to make the revised 
schedule work, the time trial was pushed 
ahead to the day after the opening cer-
emony, which means many riders from 
the Tour will still have wobbly legs.

The biggest among them is Remco 
Evenepoel, the 24-year-old from Bel-
gium who won the fi rst of the Tour’s 
two time trials and went on to fi nish 
third in the overall. But after Pogacar 
withdrew from the Olympics, citing fa-
tigue, the race against the clock is wide 

open, especially given how little time 
riders have to recover from their trek 
through the French countryside.

“The big three are Filippo Ganna, 
Remco and Josh Tarling,” said Bran-
don McNulty, the American time trial 
champion, who did not compete in the 
Tour and hopes his fresh legs can carry 
him to his nation’s fi rst medal in the 
men’s time trial since 2008.

After a pause, McNulty kept on 
going, throwing out Stefan Kueng of 
Switzerland as another podium con-
tender. Belgium’s Wout van Aert also 

could be in the mix, provided he has 
recovered from seven top-10 fi nishes 
during the Tour.

The race begins at Invalides and 
ends at the gilded bridge of Pont Al-
exandre III. All the riders will pass by 
Notre Dame, the Place de la Bastille 
and the former royal residence at Cha-
teau de Vincennes, along with several 
more of Paris’ iconic sites.

One they will avoid: the Champs-
Elysée, the historic thoroughfare 
where the Tour typically fi nishes but 
has been taken over during the Olym-

pics and forced the second of the three 
Grand Tours to fi nish in Nice.

“It’s pretty fl at, a few corners, but 
it’s pretty simple overall,” McNulty 
said. “Some bumpy roads and stuff, 
but fast.”

That could play into the hands of 
American time trial world champion 
Chloe Dygert in the women’s race.

The 27-year-old from Brownsburg, 
Indiana, has overcome a lot to become 
the favorite to win gold in Paris. Dy-
gert was in a career-threatening crash 
at the world championships in 2020 

that derailed her plans to race for 
gold the following year at the Tokyo 
Games, then dealt with a series of inju-
ries and illnesses along with some off-
the-bike-hurdles in her personal life.

“Looking back at Rio in 2016, I 
took everything for granted,” said Dy-
gert, who helped the U.S. win silver in 
the team pursuit in the velodrome that 
year. “I remember Rio better than To-
kyo because I was happier and health-
ier. I respected and felt so much more 
grateful for being able to go to Tokyo 
after my accident. 
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MMA often misunderstood

Kuwaiti parents embrace martial arts to foster discipline,confidence in children
KUWAIT CITY, July 25, 
(KUNA): Martial arts often evoke 
images of brave warriors employ-
ing their skills in hand-to-hand 
combat or with weapons to defeat 
adversaries and protect loved ones. 
Such notions attract men and wom-
en from all walks of life, guiding 
them towards a path of discipline, 
honor, and self-growth.

For children, martial arts, 
when taught properly from a 
young age, can harness their in-
nate capabilities, encouraging 
kids to become accomplished 
martial artists or, if necessary, 
defend themselves and others. In 
Kuwait, many parents are eager 
to enroll their children in various 
martial arts dojos, including Ka-
rate, kickboxing, jujitsu, Judo, 
and the increasingly popular 
Mixed Martial Arts (MMA).

Speaking to KUNA, Mohammad 
Al-De’ee, Under 92 KG cham-
pion of the now-defunct Gladiator 
Fighting Championship (GFC), 
emphasized that martial arts are 
often misunderstood as a means to 
infl ict violence. He clarifi ed that 
while some might misuse it, the 
vast majority of martial artists are 
upstanding individuals who seek 
peace and contribute positively to 
society.

Al-De’ee highlighted that, under 
the guidance of skilled and well-
mannered instructors, children 
with confi dence issues and shyness 
can thrive, becoming disciplined 
individuals who are willing to help 
themselves and others. He noted 
that the rising trend of enrolling 
children in martial arts dojos in 
Kuwait is driven by parents’ desire 
to see their kids grow into better 
persons.

MMA Champion and Brazilian 
Ju-Jitsu (BJJ) instructor Hussam 

Qashou mentioned that parents 
often bring their children to do-
jos, especially during the summer 
break when the soaring heat limits 
outdoor activities. The growing 
interest in martial arts across the 
Arab world has produced world 
champions and attracted media 
attention. Qashou believes that in-
troducing children to martial arts 
is a worthwhile and benefi cial en-
deavor.

Mohammad Al-Muzaini, a par-
ent, shared that he enrolled his 
children in Kajukenbo, a hybrid 
martial art originating from Ha-
waii, along with Karate, Judo, 
Kenpo, and Boxing. Al-Muzaini 
noted that his children, Fahad (9) 
and Rakan (7), have greatly ben-
efi ted from Kajukenbo and are cur-
rently preparing for a tournament 
in Las Vegas, Nevada. This prepa-
ration has motivated his children 
to train harder and develop their 
skills further.

Al-Muzaini and his children 
expressed their joy in discovering 
Kajukenbo, stating that the signifi -
cant benefi ts of martial arts would 
last a lifetime.

MMA champion and Brazilian Ju-
Jitsu (BJJ) instructor Hussam Qa-

shou.

KUNA photos
Children practising martial arts.

MIXED MARTIAL ARTS

Hussein Al-Musallam delivers a 
speech during the forum.

Paris aims to reset the Olympics with 
audacious Games and a wow opening

With big goals and gambles

PARIS, July 25, (AP): 
Paris has long been a city 
of dreamers: Just look at 
the Eiffel Tower, for de-
cades the world’s loftiest 
structure. Audacity also 
underpins the French 
capital’s plans for its first 
Olympic Games in a cen-
tury, which open Friday 
with an opening ceremo-
ny for the ages. 

The most sprawling and 
elaborate Olympic open-
ing ever - a gala spectacular 
Friday evening on the River 
Seine that even French Presi-
dent Emmanuel Macron says 
initially felt like “a crazy and 
not very serious idea” - kicks 
off 16 days of competition that 
promise to be ground-break-
ing, with nearly every corner 
of the city hosting some as-
pect of competition.

After two toned-down, pandem-
ic-hampered Olympics, expect a 
bold celebration. The heady mar-
riage of sports and France’s world-
renowned capital of fashion, gas-
tronomy and culture could also 
help secure the Olympics’ longer-
term future. 

Olympic organizers were strug-
gling to find suitable host cities 
for their flagship Summer Games 
when they settled on Paris in 2017, 
enticed by its promise of innova-
tions and the potential for the city 
of romance to rekindle love for the 
Olympics, especially with younger 
audiences that have so many other 
entertainment options. 

But Paris’ challenges are huge, 
too. 

The city that has been repeatedly 
struck by deadly extremist attacks 
has to safeguard 10,500 athletes 
and millions of visitors. The inter-
national context of wars in Ukraine 
and Gaza add layers of complica-
tion for the gargantuan security 
effort. French elite special forces 
are part of the security detail for 

Israel’s delegation.
Still, if all goes well, Paris hopes 

to be remembered as a before-and-
after Olympic watershed.

The first Games with nearly 
equal numbers of men and women, 
an advance that’s been a long time 
coming since 22 women first got 
accepted as Olympians 124 years 
ago, also in Paris, will take another 
step toward aligning the Olympics 
with the post-#MeToo world. 

Paris also hopes to reassure 
climate-conscious Generations Z 
and beyond by staging Games that 
are less polluting, more sustain-
able and more socially virtuous 
than their predecessors. Many of 
the sports venues are temporary, 
because Paris didn’t want to repeat 
the mistake of previous Olympic 
host cities that built new arenas 
and then had no use for them.

With iconic Paris monuments 
as backdrops - beach volleyball in 
the Eiffel Tower’s shadow - and 
breakdancing added to a growing 
list of Olympic sports that target 
young audiences, expect plenty of 
viral moments on Instagram, Tik-
Tok and elsewhere.

Crowds will be back for the first 
time since the coronavirus pan-
demic forced Tokyo to push back 
its Games to 2021 and keep specta-
tors away, and the Beijing Winter 
Games in 2022, when China was 
locked down.

Prize-winning French theater 
director Thomas Jolly is turning 
central Paris into an open-air stage 
for the opening ceremony that will 
run through sunset and showcase 
France, its people and their histo-
ry. The 330-meter-tall (1,083-foot-
tall) Eiffel Tower will surely fea-
ture prominently.

Hundreds of thousands of peo-
ple, including 320,000 paying and 
invited ticket-holders, are expected 
to line the Seine’s banks as ath-
letes are paraded along the river on 
boats. 

During the extravaganza, a no-
fly zone extending for 150 kilome-
ters (93 miles) around the capital 
will close Paris’ skies, policed by 
fighter jets, airspace-monitoring 
AWACS surveillance flights, sur-
veillance drones, helicopters that 
can carry sharpshooters and drone-
disabling equipment.

Showcasing and celebrating 
Paris could be joyously cathartic 

for the city that was plunged into 
mourning by extremist attacks in 
2015. 

Guesses about the identity of 
the person or people who might 
get the honor of lighting the 
Olympic cauldron include soccer 
icon Zinedine Zidane and other 
French sporting heroes, but also 
survivors of Islamic State-group 
gunmen and suicide bombers 
who killed 130 people on Nov. 
13, 2015. 

Paris is also taking gambles in 
hopes of leaving an indelible im-
pression on the Olympics’ global 
audience of billions.

The decision not to stage the 
opening ceremony in the tradition-
al setting of France’s biggest stadi-
um - the Stade de France that was 
among the 2015 attackers’ targets 
and is now the venue for Olympic 
track and field and rugby sevens - 
and to host skateboarding, archery 
and other sports in temporary are-
nas in the heart of Paris have made 

safeguarding the Games more 
complex. 

Rights campaigners and Games 
critics worry about the broad scope 
and scale of Olympic security, in-
cluding the use of AI-equipped sur-
veillance technology.

The furthest venue is on the 
other side of the world in the 
French Pacific territory of Tahiti, 
where Olympic surfers will com-
pete on famously giant waves 
that first form in storm belts off 
Antarctica.

Up to 45,000 police and gen-
darmes, plus 10,000 soldiers, are 
safeguarding Paris and its sub-
urbs that together are hosting most 
of the 32 sports that will crown 
Olympic champions in 329 medal 
events. The gold, silver and bronze 
medals they’ll hand out are inlaid 
with a hexagonal, polished chunk 
of iron taken from the Eiffel Tow-
er.

The Seine’s banks and riverside 
roads and more than a dozen of its 

bridges were fenced off nine days 
ahead of the opening ceremony, 
creating a no-go zone for people 
who haven’t applied in advance 
for passes and making it tough for 
Parisians and visitors to get around 
and see the sights in the city of 2 
million. Owners of restaurants and 
other businesses inside the security 
fence are howling about fewer cus-
tomers.

Limiting new construction has 
saved money and, Paris orga-
nizers say, contributed to their 
goal of halving the Games’ over-
all carbon footprint compared 
with London in 2012 and Rio in 
2016. Among the new venues, an 
Olympic aquatics center in Seine 
Saint-Denis is expected to help 
that underprivileged suburb of 
northern Paris teach more chil-
dren to swim. 

French organizers argue that the 
Games will leave positive impacts 
on Paris long after the Olympians 
and Paralympic athletes who fol-
low from Aug. 28 to Sept. 8 have 
departed. 

A costly and complex cleanup 
of the long-polluted Seine, sped 
up by the deadline of the Games, 
is expected to reopen the river to 
public swimming next year, after 
Olympic marathon swimmers and 
triathletes have competed in it. 
Paris Mayor Anne Hidalgo took a 
dip this month to demonstrate that 
its waters are safe.

With estimated overall costs of 
around 9 billion euros ($9.7 bil-
lion), more than half from spon-
sors, ticket sales and other non-
public funding, Paris’ expenses so 
far are less than for Tokyo, Rio and 
London.

Once opening ceremony fire-
works have become memories, the 
City of Light will then become the 
playground of Olympians. 

American gymnastics superstar 
Simon Biles is back. French-born 
basketball phenom Victor Wemban-
yama will carry home hopes on his 
7-foot-4 (2.24-meter) frame. Ukrai-
nian and Palestinian athletes have 
points they want to prove about con-
flict, resilience and sacrifice that go 
beyond the realms of sport.

The lucky few will win med-
als. Many will wish they had gone 
higher, faster and stronger.

But, together, they’ll always 
have Paris.

Kuwait youth team faces Montenegro 
in Serbia ahead of Asian Cup qualifiers

BELGRADE, July 25: The Kuwaiti 
youth team will face the Montenegro 
youth team in a friendly match this 
evening at its camp in Serbia as part 
of Al-Azraq’s preparations for the up-
coming Asian Cup qualifi ers.

In recent training sessions, the 
technical staff, led by Croatian 
coach Dario Pasic and his assistant 
Mohamed Al-Failakawi, provided 

players with instructions to correct 
individual mistakes observed dur-
ing its last friendly match against 
the Serbian team Sivogono, which it 
won 3-2.

The technical staff aims to identify 
the best team combination before the 
qualifi ers begin. They also seek to en-
hance the players’ physical fi tness and 
increase team harmony.

Players hold their final training session before the friendly against Monte-
negro.

OLYMPICS

Al-Musallam emphasizes the role 
of sports in cities transformation

WADA takes one track and field athlete out of Games

Anti-doping leaders accept that some cheating is inevitable
PARIS, July 25: Hussein Al-
Musallam, President of the Inter-
national Federation of Aquatics, 
affi rmed that true investment in 
the development of countries and 
cities comes through sports.

He made this statement during 
the International Sports Forum ti-
tled “United Through Sports,” held 
yesterday, Thursday, alongside the 
2024 Paris Olympics.

The event was attended by 
French Minister of Sports Emilie 
Odea Castera.

Al-Musallam, hailing from Asia, 
pointed to the transformation of 
cities like Seoul, Beijing, and 
Doha. He noted how these cities 

evolved following their hosting of 
the Asian Olympic Games and the 
World Cup.

He expressed his pleasure at 
being in Paris during the Olym-
pics and on World Drowning 
Prevention Day. Al-Musallam 
highlighted that since 2021, he 
and his colleagues have revised 
the federation’s strategy and vi-
sion.

A new, clear strategy for swim-
ming has been developed, empha-
sizing health and life-saving as-
pects of the sport.

This strategy not only helps save 
lives but also reduces costs for 
countries.

PARIS, July 25, (AP): The days are 
over when Olympics organizers and 
anti-doping offi cials would typically 
predict “the cleanest games ever.” 
Not at these Paris Olympics.

“It’s not our role to do it,” World 
Anti-Doping Agency president Wi-
told Batika said Thursday.

“It’s not that now we want to assure 
that every single athlete is clean. We do 
not,” Batika said at the agency’s pre-
games news conference. “It’s obvious 
that you will never eliminate doping 
from the sporting landscape.” “You 
will always fi nd someone who wants to 
cheat.” The lesson of the 2008 Beijing 
Olympics and 2012 London Olympics 
is that it can take years to judge how 
clean or dirty it was.

Dozens of medals were stripped and 
athletes disqualifi ed years after those 
competitions, in large part because 
more advanced 
testing could be 
used on samples.

The samples 
taken in Paris 
will be stored 
and can be re-
tested until 2034 
in a program run 
by the Interna-
tional Testing 
Agency (ITA), 
the operational 
wing of the global anti-doping sys-
tem based in the Olympic home city 
of Lausanne, Switzerland.

“Our role is to oversee the system,” 
Batika said of Montreal-based WADA, 
“to make sure the system is robust, to 
make sure that we are using all the ex-
isting tools to test athletes properly.”

“And not to tell you that the Games 
are going to be totally clean and you 
will not have even one single posi-
tive test,” said the 39-year-old for-
mer 400-meter runner from Poland.

WADA took one track and fi eld 
athlete out of the Paris Olympics on 
Thursday, after winning an appeal 
hearing at the Court of Arbitration 
for Sport in Lausanne.

CAS judges imposed a two-year 
ban on Romanian long jumper Floren-
tina Iusco who had tested positive last 
year for a banned diuretic, furosemide. 
WADA used its right to challenge dop-
ing verdicts worldwide after a Roma-
nian tribunal decided she was not at 
fault and issued only a reprimand.

Batika said Thursday the program 
overseen by the ITA took 87,000 
samples from potential Olympic 
athletes in March to June. The best-
in-class operator is likely track and 
fi eld’s Athletics Integrity Unit.

“Our focus has been that the 
Olympics and Paralympic Games 
are protected,” Batika said, “and the 
athletes are afforded a level playing 
fi eld that they deserve.”

 Banka 

OLYMPICS

Kerber to retire

Nadal, Nole could
meet in 2nd round
PARIS, July 25, (Xinhua): The 
world’s top tennis players got to 
know their opponents in the open-
ing round of the 2024 Paris Olympic 
Games here on Thursday.

In the men’s singles, 24-time 
Grand Slam winner Novak Djokovic 
will face Australian Matthew Ebden, 
and is possible to meet his old rival 
Rafael Nadal, the Beijing 2008 gold 
medalist who has won 14 French 
Open titles at Stade Roland Garros, 
in the second round.

The recent Wimbledon and French 
Open winner Carlos Alcaraz of Spain 
will fight against Lebanon’s Hady 
Habib. China’s sole male player Zhang 
Zhizhen, men’s world No. 34, will take 
on Tomas Machac of Czech Republic 
in his maiden Olympic journey.

Two-time Olympic champion 
Andy Murray, who will retire after 
Paris 2024, said on the draw ceremo-
ny that he decided to withdraw from 
the men’s singles event and will only 
focus on the men’s doubles with fel-
low Briton Dan Evans.

“I trained in the last few weeks to try 
to get myself ready to play the singles 
and doubles, but I’m getting a bit old, 
and now it becomes a bit harder to 
recover from the injuries, and it’s run-
ning out of time,” Murray noted.

In the women’s singles, world No. 1 
Iga Swiatek of Poland will meet Irina-
Camelia Begu, while Coco Gauff, the 
world No. 2, will combat Ajla Tomlja-
novic of Australia. China’s Zheng Qin-
wen, the 6th seed of the Games, will 
face French favorite Caroline Garcia.

The Rio silver medalist Angelique 
Kerber of Germany said that Paris 
Olympics would be her last competi-
tion on the draw ceremony. Kerber, 
winning both the Australian Open 
and the US Open in 2016 as well as 
the 2018 Wimbledon, had ranked 
No. 1 in the world for 34 weeks be-
tween 2016 and 2017.

“It’s really a special tournament 
because I just announced a few hours 
ago that this is my last tournament 
here. I think I did the toughest deci-
sion of my life today, but I feel good 
with that. So I would just try to enjoy 
my last tournament here, and I hope 
that I will have a great time here in 
Paris,” said Kerber.

The tennis competition of Paris 2024 
will take place at the iconic Stade Ro-
land Garros, home of the French Open, 
from July 27 to August 4.
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SportsArgentina’s Marco di Cesare (left), and 
Morocco’s Abde Ezzalzouli jump for a 
header during the men’s Group B soccer 
match between Argentina and Morocco 
at Geoffroy-Guichard Stadium at the 
2024 Summer Olympics in Saint-Etienne, 
France. (AP)

France rout US 3-0

Morocco stun Argentina, Oly soccer gets off to violent and chaotic start
MARSEILLE, France, July 25, (AP): 
On a wild opening day for the Olympic 
men’s soccer tournament, the United 
States came within the width of the 
crossbar from taking the lead against 
host nation France.

Within moments, Alexandre Laca-
zette had the ball in the back of the 
Americans’ net - and when Michael 
Olise added a second for the French, 
they were on their way to a 3-0 win.

“It was unfortunate - on another 
day maybe it goes in,” said Djordje 
Mihailovic, whose long-range effort 
came back off the bar when the Group 
A game in Marseille was still goal-
less in the second half. “I think most 
importantly, (we need to) emotionally 
recover because we were in the game 
for the fi rst 70 minutes, even after they 
scored, we responded very well.”

Earlier in the day, Morocco beat 
Argentina 2-1 in a game that was sus-
pended for about two hours because fans 
invaded the pitch deep into stoppage 
time. And the U.S. looked like it could 
produce another upset when repeatedly 
opening France up in the fi rst Olympic 
game for American men since 2008.

“I can’t say anything to the play-
ers. They were in the right spot,” U.S. 
coach Marko Mitrovic said. “I have 
that feeling inside that we didn’t de-
serve to lose this way.”

The United States never came closer 
than Mihailovic’s effort, and France 
made the most of its fortune - respond-
ing with stunning strikes from Lacazette 
in the 61st minute and Olise in the 68th.

Loic Bade added the third with a 
header in the 85th.

“I knew it was going to be tough. 
You guys never give up,” France 
coach Thierry Henry told American re-
porters afterward. “That fi ghting spirit 
is always in you. You always believe 
that you can come back. I know that. I 
played in MLS, I coached in MLS, so I 
know that’s something that you have.”

It was two moments of quality that 
ultimately put France in control, with 
former Arsenal striker Lacazette driv-
ing low from around 20 yards past U.S. 
goalkeeper Patrick Schulte.

New Bayern Munich signing Olise 
curled a shot from distance into the 
same corner.

Bade’s header effectively put the 
game away and saw France move to 
the top of Group A, ahead of New Zea-
land, which beat Guinea 2-1.

“There was defi nitely stuff to make 
us feel good going into the next two 

matches,” Mihailovic said.
Morocco secured an unforgettable 

win over Argentina - but not before 
furious fans invaded the pitch to pro-
test what appeared to be an equalizer 
by Cristian Medina in the 16th-minute 
of stoppage time.

Objects were thrown onto the fi eld 
and security had to restrain fans, caus-
ing the game in Saint-Etienne to be 
suspended for nearly two hours and the 
crowd being told to leave the stadium.

The goal was eventually ruled off-
side just before play resumed, drawing 
celebrations from Morocco players as 
the fi nal minutes concluded.

It was a chaotic and dramatic start to 
the tournament after Argentina, which 
won gold medals at the 2004 and 2008 
Olympics and is considered among the 
favorites in France, mounted a comeback 
after going 2-0 down on goals from Soufi -
ane Rahimi on either side of halftime.

Giuliano Simeone struck in the 
68th minute and Argentina peppered 
Morocco goalkeeper Munir El Kajoui 
with shots before Medina’s header 
from close range appeared to tie it.

That caused outrage from Morocco 
fans, who rushed the fi eld, while oth-
ers threw trash, and the game was of-
fi cially put on hold.

Rahimi had put Morocco ahead in 
fi rst-half stoppage time, then convert-
ed on a penalty kick in the 49th, which 
proved to be the decisive goal against 
an Argentina team that included four 
members of the squad that won the 
2022 World Cup in Qatar.

Sergio Gomez scored the winning 
goal in Spain’s victory over Uzbeki-
stan to open Group C.

The match at Parc des Princes in Paris 
was the fi rst offi cial competition of the 
Olympics and drew some 35,000 fans.

Marc Pubill scored in the 29th 
minute for Spain, which won the gold 
medal at the 1992 Olympics. The team 
has won silver twice since then, most 
recently at the Tokyo Games.

Eldor Shomurodov converted on a 
penalty kick in fi rst-half stoppage time 
to tie it for Uzbekistan, which was 
making its fi rst Olympic appearance.

Gomez had a penalty saved by Ab-
duvohid Nematov in the 59th minute, 
but some three minutes later he scored 
from about 12 yards out.

Ben Waine scored the go-ahead 
goal and New Zealand won its Group 
A opener over Guinea in Nice.

New Zealand was awarded a penalty 
in the 24th minute, but Guinea goalkeep-
er Soumaila Sylla dove to punch away 
captain Matthew Garbett’s attempt. New 
Zealand quickly recovered and Garbett 
scored a minute later for a 1-0 lead.

OLYMPICS

Al-Faqaan and Al-Shamlan ‘carry’ 
Kuwait fl ag at opening ceremony

Sheikh Mubarak Al-Faisal visits Kuwait delegation

PARIS, July 25: Kuwait 
rowing team player Suad 
Al-Faqaan and national 
fencing team player Yousef 
Al-Shamlan had the honor 
of carrying the Kuwaiti fl ag 
at the opening ceremony of 
the 33rd edition of the Paris 
2024 Olympic Games today, 
Friday. The Games will con-
tinue until August 11.

In a departure from tradition, 
instead of athletes parading along 
an athletics track, guests and spec-
tators enjoyed a colorful river 
parade in the heart of the French 
capital. The Seine River replaced 
the traditional path, with side-
walks transformed into platforms 
for spectators and famous Parisian 
landmarks providing a picturesque 
backdrop for the event.

Athletes, gathered on boats with 
their national teams, made their way to 
the Trocadero, the square opposite the 
Eiffel Tower. Here, offi cial protocols 
were carried out, the Olympic fl ame 
was lit, and the Paris 2024 Games 
were declared offi cially open.

Nearly 100 boats carrying an esti-
mated 10,500 athletes fl oated along 
the Seine River during the show. 
Cameras mounted on rooftops al-
lowed spectators to get close-up 
views of the athletes and witness 
their emotions.

 The athletes of the Kuwaiti na-
tional teams are completing their fi nal 
preparations for the Olympic Games 
competitions, entering offi cial training 
sessions specifi ed by the organizing 
committee upon their arrival in Paris. 
Yousef Al-Shamlan will compete in 
the preliminary round of the fencing 
(saber) competition tomorrow, Satur-
day. Suad Al-Faqaan will compete in 
the preliminary rounds of the rowing 
competition. Other Kuwaiti athletes, 
including Lara Dashti (swimming), 
Khaled Al-Mudhaf (shooting - trap), 
Muhammad Al-Zubaid (100m free-
style), and Mohammed Al-Daihani 
(skeet), will compete in the following 
days. Amina Shah will participate in 
sailing, and the athletics competitions 
will conclude with Yaqoub Al-Youha 
in the 110m/h race and Amal Al-Rou-
mi in the 800m race on August 4.

Shooter Khaled Al-Mudhaf ex-
pressed optimism about his techni-
cal preparations and looks forward to 
competing in the individual trap com-
petition on July 29 in Chateauroux. He 
aims to achieve strong results in the 
qualifi ers to secure a place in the fi nals 
and achieve a new Olympic milestone 
for Kuwaiti sports.

Sheikh Mubarak Al-Faisal, Vice 
President of the Kuwaiti Olympic 
Committee, visited the Kuwaiti del-
egation at their headquarters in the 
Olympic Village upon his arrival 
in Paris. He met with delegation di-
rector Captain Ali Al-Marri and the 
technical and administrative staff 
of the national teams to assess their 
preparations and readiness for the 
competitions.

Khaled Al-Mudhaf 

The Kuwaiti delegation.

Sheikh Ahmed Al-Yousef advocates 
for unity, support for national team
KUWAIT CITY, July 25: Sheikh 
Ahmed Al-Yousef Al-Sabah, for-
mer Chairman of the Kuwait Foot-
ball Association, has urged the 
sports community to refrain from 
speculating about the future lead-
ership of the Football Association 
and to focus instead on supporting 
the national team. The team faces 
two crucial matches against Jordan 
and Iraq next September as part of 
the 2026 World Cup qualifi ers.

Al-Yousef called on sports offi -
cials, pundits, media professionals, 
and fans to prioritize the interests of 
the national team and the reputation 
of Kuwait. He emphasized the im-
portance of providing full support 
to the team at this critical stage and 
suggested postponing discussions 
about the administrative issues re-
lated to the association until after 
the national team’s matches. He 
assured that there are established 
mechanisms and organizational 
regulations to address association 
matters in due time.

Al-Yousef expressed his hope 
that the national team and the 

players’ morale would not be dis-
rupted by rumors and speculation 
about resignations or presidential 
candidates for the association. He 
conveyed his pride in the players 
and wished them the best of luck 
in their upcoming matches.

Sheikh Ahmed Al-Yousef 

Lim breaks archery world record
PARIS, July 25, July 25, (Xinhua): 
Lim Si-hyeon from South Korea 
broke the archery world record 
with 694 shots at women’s indi-
vidual ranking round at the Paris 
Olympics on Thursday, beating the 
previous record of 692 shots. This 
is the fi rst world record at Paris 
2024.

“It’s my fi rst Olympics and I 
wanted to give it my everything. 
I’ve prepared for it and I tried to 
enjoy the matches and the results 
followed,” said Lim.

South Korean archer Nam Su-
hyeon ranked second with a per-
sonal best of 688 shots. Together 
they help South Korea set an 
Olympic record in women’s team 

with a score of 2,046 shots.
Chinese archer Yang Xiaolei 

ranked third with 673 shots, while 
compatriot Li Jiaman ranked 9th 
and An Qixuan ranked 26th, earn-
ing China’s women’s archery team 
second place after South Korea.

“We played to our full strength 
today, and we’ll keep up the effort 
for the upcoming competitions,” 
said Kwon Yong-hak, coach of the 
Chinese women’s archery team.

The women’s archery ranking 
round was held at the Invalides, 
with 64 female athletes. The rank-
ing round takes place on the fi rst 
day of competition and is used to 
seed athletes, teams and mixed 
teams for matches.

OLYMPICS

New season set for Sept 15 kickoff

Kuwait team heads to Asian Championship
By Khaled El Anzi

Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, July 25: The Kuwait 
Volleyball Association has announced 
that the new season for 2024-2025 will 
commence on September 15th and 
concluding in early June 2025. The 
association has requested that partici-
pating clubs submit player lists across 
various age levels and confi rm their 
participation in local competitions 
through offi cial letters.

 Meanwhile, the delegation of the 
national junior volleyball team departs 
today from Istanbul, Turkey to Mana-
ma, Bahrain, to participate in the 15th 
Asian Championship for U-18 teams, 
scheduled to be held from July 26 to 
August 5.

The team’s delegation, led by 
Nayef Al-Failakawi, a member of the 
Board of Directors of the Volleyball 
Association, includes Abdullah Al-
Rayes Adria, national coach Khaled 
Al-Mutairi, assistant coach Meshal 
Al-Sabti, Egyptian physiotherapist 
Ahmed Fouad, and 12 players: Walid 
Al-Shammari, Ahmed Al-Sarhid, Sa-

lem Al-Shammari, Saad Al-Failakawi, 
Abdullah Al-Ali, Nasser Al-Sanea, 
Bandar Al-Ahmad, Salem Khadada, 
Mishari Al-Mutouteh, Muhammad 
Al-Dukhi, Fahd Eyada, and Mishari 
Al-Ansari.

During Turkish camp, the team 
played four trial matches: two against 
the IBB team, champions of the Turk-
ish Youth League, and two against the 
Gimza U-20 team.

In other news, the national youth 
volleyball team suffered its third con-
secutive loss in the third group of the 
preliminary round of the 22nd Asian 
Youth Championship for U-20, cur-
rently being held in Surabaya, Indone-
sia, until July 30th.

The team lost to Bangladesh 0-3 
(rounds 11-25, 15-25, 15-25). Earlier, 
it lost to Japan and India, placing them 
fourth and last in its group.

The Kuwaiti volleyball team.

VOLLEYBALL

Taking part in Olympics ‘already a win’: Palestinian
RAMALLAH, July 25, (Xinhua): 
To be in Paris to raise the Palestinian 
fl ag and to say the word “Palestine” 
is already a win, Palestinian Olympic 
swimmer Yazan Al Bawwab has told 
Xinhua during a recent video inter-
view.

The 24-year-old Palestinian young 
man will compete in the Men’s 
100-meter backstroke in the upcoming 
Paris Olympic Games.

“For any Palestinian, it doesn’t matter 
how you swim or how you do your com-
petition, to be here and to be like the rest 
of the world is the win,” he said.

Al Bawwab, who has already ar-
rived in the French capital, will be the 
Palestinian team’s fl ag bearer at the 
opening ceremony, and this is his sec-

ond Olympics after Tokyo.
As the confl ict in Gaza has entered 

its tenth month, the Palestinian team 
has received more attention.

“There are more eyes on Palestine. 
There’s more media coverage on Pal-
estine. There are more people caring 
about Palestine,” he told Xinhua, add-
ing some athletes have asked about his 
family in Palestine.

The Palestinian death toll rose to 
39,145 and injuries to 90,257 since 
Israel launched a large-scale offen-
sive against Hamas in Gaza to retaliate 
against a Hamas rampage on Oct. 7, 
2023, according to Gaza-based health 
authorities on Wednesday. Around 
1,200 people were killed in Israel and 
more than 200 were taken hostage.

Al Bawwab’s father had also dreamt 
of being a swimmer. However, after 
leaving Palestine at a young age, he 
faced hardships, including sleeping on 
the road, which prevented him from 
pursuing his dream. Born in Saudi 
Arabia and raised in Dubai, Al Baw-
wab took up his father’s dream and 
carried it forward.

During the past year, he was training 
himself for 10 hours a week. “I have 
had a very diffi cult time. I had to work 
to support myself to swim,” he said.

Since he got into the Paris-based 
training camp, he has doubled the 
training duration to 20 hours a week 
before the Olympics. “This time, I can 
do better than in Tokyo,” Al Bawwab 
said.
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