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Amir receives Crown Prince, PM, minister, oil officials
KUWAIT CITY, July 14, (KUNA): His 
Highness the Amir Sheikh Mishal Al-Ah-
mad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received on Sunday 
at Seif Palace the Crown Prince Sheikh Sa-
bah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah and His 
Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Ahmad 
Abdullah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah.

In another development, His Highness the 
Amir Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah -- in the presence of His Highness the 
Crown Prince Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah -- held an official reception 
at Seif Palace on Sunday.

His Highness the Amir received the Minis-
ter of Finance and Minister of State for Eco-
nomic and Investment Affairs, Dr. Anwar Ali 
Al-Mudhaf, the CEO of Kuwait Petroleum 
Corporation (KPC) Sheikh Nawaf Saud Al-
Nasser Al-Sabah, the CEO of Kuwait Oil 
Company (KOC) Ahmad Al-Eidan, and the 
KOC Deputy CEO of Exploration and Drill-
ing, Khaled Mohammad Al-Mulla.

Kuwait launches financial revamp
— Details Page 5 —

CITRA mandates telecom firms
to interconnect SMS services

By Mohammad Al-Musleh
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, July 14: Acting Chairman of the Board of 
Directors of the Communications and Information Technol-
ogy Regulatory Authority (CITRA), Abdullah Al-Ajmi, has 
issued a decision mandating mobile telecommunications 
companies to interconnect their bulk SMS services.

According to the decision, a copy of which was obtained 
by Al-Seyassah, mobile telecommunications companies are 

World leaders denounce violence 

KUWAIT CITY: His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah sent on Sun-
day a cable to French President Emmanuel Macron, 
congratulating him on the country’s national day.

His Highness the Amir wished President Ma-
cron good health, the French Republic and its peo-
ple further progress and prosperity, and the special 
relations between the two nations more develop-
ment and growth. (KUNA)

❑     ❑     ❑

KUWAIT CITY: His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah sent a 
cable of condolences Sunday to Indian President 
Droupadi Murmu, expressing sincere condo-
lences for the victims of the fl oods caused by 
heavy rains in several Indian states, which lead to 
numerous fatalities and injuries, along with the de-
struction of public facilities and properties.

In the cable, His Highness the Amir wished the 
injured a swift and full recovery, hoping that the 
offi cials in the country would be able to overcome 
the effects of this natural disaster. (KUNA)

Continued on Page 5

Continued on Page 5

Amiri Diwan photos
Left: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah receives His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah. Right: His Highness the 
Amir Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah receives His Excellency the Minister of Finance, Minister of State for Economic Affairs and Investment, Acting Minister of Oil, CEO of 

Kuwait Petroleum Corporation, CEO of Kuwait Oil Company, and Executive Vice President for Exploration and Drilling at Kuwait Oil Company.

Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump shouts in defiance as he 
is led off the stage after the shooting. (AP)

Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump is helped off the 
stage by U.S. Secret Service agents after the shooting incident. (AP)

KUNA photo
Undersecretary of the Ministry of Interior Lt. Gen. Sheikh Salem 
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, during an inspection tour of Hus-
sainiyas in the Governorates of Jahra and Hawalli on Saturday, 
urged the security services to ensure the safety of the visitors, 
and remove any obstacles or difficulties that might face them. 
Sheikh Salem also met with several field leaders to review the 
Ministry’s field security plan for securing places of Hussainiyas 

during these days. (KUNA) – See Page 4

KUWAIT CITY, July 14, (Agencies): His Highness 
the Amir Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sa-
bah sent on Sunday a cable to former US President 
and Republican candidate Donald Trump, voicing 
his relief over the safety of the official who survived 
a heinous assassination attempt during a campaign 
rally in the State of Pennsylvania.

His Highness the Amir strongly condemned the criminal act 
that went against human principles and values, wishing Trump a 
swift recovery and good health.

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Ahmad Al-
Sabah also sent on Sunday a cable to former US President and Republican 
candidate Donald Trump, expressing relief over the official surviving an 
assassination attempt during a campaign rally in the State of Pennsylvania.

His Highness the Crown Prince strongly condemned his heinous act 
against the official, wishing him a swift recovery and good health.

His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Ahmad Abdullah Al-Ahmad 
Al-Sabah sent a cable on Sunday to former US President and Republican 
candidate Donald Trump, voicing his relief over the safety of the official 
who overcame an assassination attempt during a campaign rally in the 
State of Pennsylvania.

Continued on Page 5
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KUWAIT CITY, July 14: The Council of Ministers has is-
sued Decree-Law No. 6 of 2024 concerning the exchange of 
information for tax purposes, which introduces significant 
provisions aimed at enhancing transparency and compliance 
with international tax agreements, reports Al-Seyassah daily.

The following are the key points of the decree-law:
Information Exchange – All entities and individuals 

in Kuwait are mandated to provide the competent author-
ity with necessary information as per the law, its executive 
regulations, and international tax agreements. 

Kuwait enacts law to enhance tax transparency, compliance

Palestinians evacuate from a site hit by an Israeli 
bombardment on Khan Younis, southern Gaza Strip, 

Saturday, July 13, 2024. (AP)

90 dead in Hamas leader hit

Kuwait strongly slams Israeli
killings of Palestinian people
KUWAIT CITY, July 14, (Agencies): Kuwait has de-
nounced, in the strongest terms, the massacres committed 
by Israeli occupation forces against the Palestinian people, 
along with deliberate attacks on relief teams, the last of 
which was airstrikes on a refugee camp in Khan Yunis in 
southern Gaza Strip.

In a press release, the Kuwaiti Foreign Ministry under-
lined that the State of Kuwait considers that the clear-cut 
criminal aggressions by Israeli occupation forces be-
speak unquestionably that these forces are committing 
war crimes in disrespect of international efforts to reach 
a ceasefire and arrive at an agreement that could end the 
nine-month aggression.

The ministry echoed Kuwait’s earlier calls on the 
United Nations Security Council (UNSC) to provide 

Newswatch

Kuwait Amir condemns 
attempt on Trump’s life

Opinion

Foreign Minister, Kuwait is not in need of all these embassies
By Ahmed Al-Jarallah

Editor-in-Chief, the Arab Times

THE situation today has changed com-
pared to what it was in the past. The po-
litical deals and parliamentary interests 
no longer control the state institutions. 
Therefore, if we want reform, we must 
acknowledge the defects and work on 

dealing with them.
Among these 

defects is the sig-
nificant decline in 
the Kuwaiti dip-
lomatic missions 
worldwide. Many 
of these missions 
have ceased to 
serve any purpose 
beyond maintain-
ing their historical 
roles since the es-

tablishment of the 
state 62 years ago.

We understand that a large country 
with multiple interests has embassies and 
consulates in all countries of the world, 
but why does a small country like Kuwait 
have about 129 embassies, consulates and 
missions abroad? Many of them serve 
primarily protocol functions and nothing 
more. Furthermore, why are there resi-
dent missions in countries where Kuwait 
already has embassies?

In many countries, there exists the con-
cept of an “honorary consul” who carries 
out certain duties on behalf of their coun-
try without the need for an embassy, an 
embassy building, a residence for the am-
bassador, and rented accommodations for 
the consuls and their employees.

The budget of the Ministry of For-
eign Affairs amounts to about USD 900 
million. Prior to last year, it was KD 
235,357,000.

If representations and embassies were 
rationalized, such as appointing non-
resident ambassadors to oversee multiple 
countries, a practice common in many 
countries that seek effective representa-
tion without straining their budgets, sig-
nificant savings could be achieved for the 
state.

Indeed, wasteful spending is not lim-
ited to embassies and missions but ex-
tends to other ministries as well, where 
irresponsible expenditure is prevalent. 
However, when the Minister of Finance 
addresses longstanding deficits and fore-
casts future ones, it becomes imperative 
to scrutinize all aspects of spending and 
curb waste effectively.

If the state had allocated half of the 
budgets of ministries like Foreign Af-
fairs, Communications, Awqaf and Is-
lamic Affairs, as well as another ministry 
of “disguised employment”, it could have 
funded projects like the metro project that 
would provide substantial savings for the 
public, similar to what has been achieved 
in the UAE.

Email: ahmed@aljarallah.com

Follow me on:

ahmedaljarallah@gmail.com

Continued on Page 5

Al-Jarallah
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Fajr  ........ 03:24
Sunrise ..  04:58
Zohr .......  11:54

Asr .......... 15:28
Maghrib .. 18:50
Isha  ........ 20:20

 Prayer Timings Expected weather for next 24 hrs:
By Day: Very hot with light to 

moderate northwesterly wind to 
light variable wind, with speeds of 
08-32 km/h.

By Night: Hot to rather hot with 
light to moderate northwesterly 
wind, with speeds of 12-35 km/h.

Station Max Exp Min Rec
Kuwait City 46 37

Kuwait Airport 47 32
Abdaly 49 31
Jahra 49 33
Salmiyah 44 36
Nuwaisib 50 31
Wafra     47      31

Weather 
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Ambassadors share fond memories of Kuwait

Dr. Zubaidov commends outgoing envoy contributions to Kuwait ties
By Fares Al-Abdan

Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, July 14: The Dean of 
the Diplomatic Corps and Ambassador 
of Tajikistan Dr. Zubaidullah Zubaidov 
praised the efforts exerted by the outgoing 
ambassadors in Kuwait, affi rming that they 
contributed to developing relations between 
their countries and Kuwait.

He said this in a press statement issued 
on the sidelines of a farewell ceremony held 
by the Deanship of the Diplomatic Corps on 
Friday evening at the St. Regis Hotel on the 
occasion of the end of service of the ambas-
sadors of Spain, Po-
land, France, Argen-
tina, Austria, Somalia, 
Lesotho and Pakistan. 
The ceremony was 
held in the presence of 
a representative from 
the Protocol Depart-
ment of the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs.

A m b a s s a d o r 
Zubaidov said, “This 
is the fi rst time the 
Deanship of the Diplomatic Corps is hold-
ing a farewell ceremony for eight ambassa-
dors from Europe, Asia and Africa.”

He highlighted the large and remarkable 
presence of heads and members of diplo-
matic missions accredited to the country.

Ambassador Zubaidov described these 
moments as some of the most challenging 
for a diplomat, when he leaves a hospitable 
country that offers excellent facilities to the 
countries where he is accredited.

He said, “Kuwait stands out for its ex-
ceptional relationships with countries 
worldwide, maintaining good and balanced 
relations. There is special attention and care 
extended to the diplomatic community ac-
credited to Kuwait, led by His Highness the 
Amir Sheikh Mishaal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber 
Al-Sabah, His Highness the Crown Prince 
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah, the Minister of Foreign Affairs Ab-
dullah Al-Yahya, his deputy Sheikh Jarrah 
Al-Jaber, and all offi cials of the ministry.”

Vision
Ambassador Zubaidov indicated that His 

Highness the Amir has a keen vision, great 
wisdom, and great respect from world lead-
ers for the humanitarian aid Kuwait pro-
vides, and for its balanced policy and sup-
port for all just causes.

He praised the wisdom of His Highness 
the Crown Prince Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled, 
whom he described as “a capable and hum-
ble diplomat.”

Ambassador Zubaidov affi rmed His 
Highness has a vision that contributed 
to strengthening Kuwait’s relations with 
friendly and brotherly countries of Kuwait.

He explained that Kuwait is one of the 
few countries in the region that does not 
have specifi c agendas. It instead always 
seeks to unite and work to stabilize and 
secure the region. Its goal is to establish 
security, maintain international peace, and 
implement and respect international con-
ventions and laws.

Ambassador Zubaidov said, “We held 
a different kind of celebration this time 
because we are bidding farewell to eight 
friends. They will leave us for their coun-
tries and assume new tasks. We hope we 
will meet them in other places.”

Meanwhile, the French Ambassador 
to Kuwait Claire Le Flecher said, “I have 
many mixed feelings as we bid farewell to 
a country that we loved and welcomed as 
part of our close family. It is in fact a dif-
fi cult stage that we are going through. Ku-

wait will remain in my heart with beautiful 
memories that I will never forget, as well as 
friendships that I have made that will not be 
erased by time. This is what is most impor-
tant to me.”

She expressed appreciation and gratitude 
to all Kuwaitis - both offi cials and people - 
for the distinguished and special reception 
she received during her presence in Kuwait 
for the past three years.

Furthermore, the Spanish Ambassador 
to Kuwait Miguel Moro Aguilar thanked 
the Kuwaiti media representatives for their 
great support towards all of the embassy’s 
activities during his four-year period of 
work in the country.

He also expressed gratitude for the many 
friendships he was able to establish with the 
Kuwaiti people and his fellow heads of dip-
lomatic missions.

Ambassador Aguilar stressed that he 
worked to build a bridge that combines di-
plomacy and lasting friendship, revealing 
that he will be returning to Madrid after 
spending 10 years abroad.

He affi rmed that Ambassador Manuel 
Gamayo, who will succeed him in the posi-
tion, will arrive in Kuwait on July 28 from 
the Spanish Embassy in Riyadh where he 
worked as Deputy Head of Mission, adding 
that he is a veteran diplomat with a long his-
tory in diplomatic work.

Also, the Austrian Ambassador to Kuwait 
Maria Warba revealed that this is his second 
farewell during the eight years he spent in 
the country, as he served as his country’s 
ambassador in Kuwait twice.

Sadness
He expressed his sadness that he will 

leave the country that he loves so much and 
its hospitable people who will miss him.

Ambassador Warba said, “It was an 
honor for me to serve as Austria’s Ambas-
sador here on two occasions, the fi rst from 
2008 to 2012 and again from 2020 to 2024. 
In general, I spent eight wonderful years in 
Kuwait, and I cherish every moment. Ku-
wait has truly become my second home.”

He revealed that he will leave Kuwait at 
the end of August, and the new ambassador 
Olive Frank, who worked in Kuwait as am-
bassador from 2012 to 2016, will arrive on 
September 1.

In addition, the Somali Ambassador to 
Kuwait Dr. Abdullahi Mohammed Odua 
said, “As I end my duties, I refl ect on the 
amazing privilege I had to represent my 
country in Kuwait. When I arrived in Ku-
wait in January 2019 to serve as Ambas-
sador, I had set several priorities. The fi rst 
step was to bring about a major transforma-
tion in the Somali Embassy in Kuwait, both 
in appearance and processes, in order to en-
hance service delivery. After fi ve years of 
dedicated teamwork, I am extremely proud 
to announce that the embassy now stands as 
a shining example of a public body provid-
ing excellent services to its community and 
other visitors.

Another priority was to contribute to 
improving the historical relationship be-
tween my country and Kuwait. During my 
tenure, we made great progress in that as-
pect. Several high-level delegations from 
the ministries of Foreign Affairs, National 
Planning, Education and Finance visited 
Kuwait and participated in fruitful dis-
cussions with their Kuwaiti counterparts. 
This paved the way for more fruitful co-
operation in the future.”

Ambassador Dr. Odua added that one of 
the most prominent events during his tenure 
was the re-negotiation and signing of the 
debt relief agreement between Somalia and 
the Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic Devel-
opment on April 26, 2022.

Govt intensifi es its crackdown
on forged and dual citizenship

‘Kuwaiti citizenship of 30 women revoked’

KUWAIT CITY, July 14: 
After issuing a new decree 
to withdraw citizenship 
from 30 individuals, po-
tentially including those 
who acquired it through 
dependency, as published 
in today’s issue of the of-
fi cial gazette Kuwait Al-
Yawm, a government 
source disclosed to the Al-
Qabas daily that there are 
currently 409 fi les under 
review by the Supreme 
Committee for Nationality 
Investigation, reports Al-
Qabas daily.

The source indicated that this 
review process is a preliminary 
step before submitting names of 
individuals found guilty of fraud 
and forgery to the Council of 
Ministers for decisions on citi-
zenship withdrawal. 

Since mid-March, the Ministry of 
Interior’s Nationality Investigations 
Department has received approxi-
mately 719 reports via a hotline re-
garding Kuwaiti nationals suspected 
of possessing forged or dual citizen-
ship.

Highlighting the seriousness with 
which the government is treating this 
issue, the source, under the guidance 
of First Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Defense Sheikh Fahd Al-
Yousef, emphasized that strict meas-
ures will be taken against all respon-
sible parties, regardless of the reasons 
behind the forgery. 

Withdrawals
The government is preparing to 

issue new decisions soon regarding 
citizenship withdrawals, underscor-
ing the meticulous examination and 
multiple reviews of each case by the 
Supreme Committee.

This effort is a top priority for the 
government, and is aimed at cracking 
down on forgery and improper acqui-
sition of nationality through misin-
formation.

The efforts are being intensifi ed to 
ensure accountability and uphold the 
integrity of Kuwaiti citizenship.

Meanwhile, as part of the gov-
ernment’s efforts to audit Kuwaiti 
nationality acquisitions, the offi cial 
gazette recently published decree No. 
118/2024  for the withdrawal of the 
Kuwaiti nationality of 30 women, re-
ports Al-Rai daily.

According to the decision, ac-
quired citizenship has also been re-
voked.

Decree No. 118/2024, issued on 
July 8, 2024, cited constitutional pro-
visions and the Amiri decree of May 
10, 2024, along with Amiri Decree 
No. 15/1959 on Kuwaiti citizenship 
law and its amendments as the basis 
for the withdrawal of these citizen-
ships. This decision was presented by 
the Deputy Prime Minister and Min-
ister of Defense and Interior Sheikh 
Fahd Yousef Al-Sabah and approved 
by the Council of Ministers.

In the meantime, the Civil Services 
Commission (CSC) provided one of 
the ministries with a list containing the 
names of individuals subject to investi-
gation by the higher committee tasked 
with examining citizenship issues.

CSC revealed that there are fi ve 
employees who are still in offi ce 
even though their Kuwaiti citizenship 
has been revoked. These employees 
were born in 1968, 1965, 1992, 1995, 
and 1979, and were hired in the years 
2011, 2017, and 2019. It stressed the 
need to initiate legal procedures to 
enforce the committee’s decision.

Some of the participants at the event.

Tanzania & Kenya missions mark Swahili Language Day
The Embassy of the United Republic of Tanzania, 
in collaboration with the Embassy of the Republic 
of Kenya in Kuwait, marked International Swahili 
Language Day at Talk Cultural Hub, attended by 
approximately 200 participants.

Swahili, an indigenous African language, ranks 
among the ten most widely spoken languages 
globally. Its roots trace back to interactions be-
tween East African coastal communities and Arab 
and Middle Eastern traders. It serves as the of-
fi cial language of the East African community and 
holds signifi cant cultural and linguistic impor-
tance.

Recognizing this, UNESCO designated July 7 as 

World Swahili Language Day during its forty-fi rst 
session in 2021, with the inaugural celebration tak-
ing place in 2022. 

This year’s theme, ‘Teaching the Culture of Peace 
in Swahili’, underscores Swahili’s role in education, 
fostering relationships, and promoting peace.

With approximately 200 million speakers across 
various ethnic groups, Swahili functions both as a 
native tongue and a lingua franca, facilitating com-
munication across diverse communities. 

It’s infl uence extends beyond Africa, reaching re-
gions such as the Americas, Europe, and the Far 
East, where it is taught in universities and utilized in 
advertising and publishing.

Kuwaiti Economic Society calls for 
subsidy reform to boost effi ciency

By Fares Al-Abdan
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times 

Staff 
KUWAIT CITY, July 14: The 
government support provided 
by the State of Kuwait plays a 
crucial role in its social policy, 
aiming to enhance citizens’ qual-
ity of life and alleviate fi nancial 
burdens. 

However, there are ongoing 
discussions about improving the 
effi ciency of this support to en-
sure it reaches those who truly 
need it. 

Proposals include transform-
ing this support into a social 
safety net, akin to systems in 
other Gulf countries, which pri-
marily involve direct cash trans-
fers to citizens, ensuring targeted 
delivery to deserving recipients.

Muhammad Al-Jouan, Vice 
President of the Kuwaiti Eco-
nomic Society, emphasized that 
accurately directing and dis-
cussing the costs of subsidies is 
fundamental. He stressed that 
focusing on expenditure size 
and halting excessive budgetary 
waste are primary priorities for 
comprehensive reform. 

Al-Jouan highlighted that any 
meaningful reform must begin by 
addressing the economic realities 
faced by citizens, who often bear 
the brunt of fi nancial pressures 
before these issues become po-
litically signifi cant.

In an interview with Al-Seyas-
sah newspaper, Al-Jouan pro-
posed establishing a specialized 
body for social security, parallel 
to the Zakat House, with invest-
ment rights. 

He suggested funding this 
safety net sustainably through 
corporate taxes. Al-Jouan dis-
closed that subsidies in the 2024-
2025 budget are projected to cost 
600 million dinars, with expecta-
tions that this fi gure could rise to 
900 million dinars.

Regarding the fairness of the 
current support system, Kuwait 
has a longstanding tradition of 
social solidarity dating back to 
the 1960s. However, as demo-
graphic changes and economic 
challenges evolve globally, 
there is a growing need to up-
date and modify these systems 
to better serve current realities 
and ensure equitable distribu-
tion of support.

The cost of subsidies in the 
2024-2025 budget is estimated at 
600 million dinars, assuming an 
oil barrel price of $70. 

This fi gure could rise to 900 
million dinars based on expen-
ditures outlined in the 2023-
2024 fi scal year. This potential 
increase, if approved, would not 

exceed 160 to 200 million dinars 
compared to the staggering waste in 
the budget, which amounts to around 
3 billion dinars.

Regarding fuel subsidies, the pri-
mary concern lies not in the politi-

cal debate over government-declared 
fuel prices, but in discussing the 
precise costs and the importance of 
directing subsidies effectively. This 
approach is fundamental; everything 
else is secondary.

By Ahmad alsarraf

Since the Englishman Dr. Ed-
ward Jenner, the pioneer of 

immunology, discovered the 
smallpox vaccine in 1796, a sig-
nifi cant percentage of people, 
even today, oppose taking vac-
cines. 

This resistance has prompted 
conscious governments to impose 
vaccinations by force, much like 
c o m p u l s o r y 
education, un-
der penalty of 
punishment. 

Such gov-
ernment in-
t e r v e n t i o n s 
are benefi cial 
to society. 
A recent ex-
ample is the 
a u t h o r i t i e s ’ 
intervention to 
limit certain 
“foreign” aspects of the month 
of Muharram, which many Shiite 
jurists, preachers, and ayatollahs 
have acknowledged as having be-
come a concerning security and 
social issue over time.

It’s important to note that the 
rituals of Ashura have evolved 
signifi cantly from what they once 
were. New and strange elements 
have been introduced, often from 
neighboring countries, and have 
suddenly been deemed “holy,” 
making them untouchable despite 
their recent origins. 

The absence of these new ritu-
als would not diminish the dig-
nity of the occasion or its signifi -
cance to believers, who cherish 
it beyond religious and sectarian 
trading, and in the spirit of reason 
and logic. This extreme exag-
geration in performing rituals has 
become an excuse for the extrem-
ism of others. Therefore, the au-
thorities had to intervene to curb 
the extremism from all sides. 

It is not permissible for anyone 
to publicly accuse others of blas-
phemy, ridicule their behavior, 
or prohibit their food or rituals 
through various media outlets 

without accountability.
Exaggeration often stems from 

a lack of security. The more se-
cure a person feels, the less noise 
they make, the fewer locks and 
keys they have in their life, and 
the less suspicious they are of 
others. One of the authorities’ 
tasks is to spread reassurance and 
security in people’s hearts.

We reiterate that the recent ac-
tions taken by the Interior Minis-
try, despite not agreeing with all 
its decisions, were necessary. Ex-
tremism leads to more extremism, 
exaggeration begets further exag-
geration, and tolerating today’s 
transgressions will encourage 
greater transgressions tomorrow.

Wise Shiites and Sunnis alike 
are calling for a return to the 
“Ashura” they knew and cher-
ished, characterized by dignity 
and simplicity, free from in-
trusive banners, exaggerated 
additions, competitive meal of-
ferings, and expanded public 
displays. 

They long for an Ashura root-
ed in sincere feelings and self-
esteem, avoiding the excesses of 
various practices. The true mes-
sage of Ashura lies in remember-
ing the greatness of the occasion 
and the majesty of the sacrifi ce; 
learning from it, and following 
its example with rationality and 
logic, rather than spreading ha-
tred and threats, which only breed 
more enmity and animosity.

We must learn from the expe-
riences of other societies, recog-
nizing how some have exploited 
the naivety of the common peo-
ple, transforming this solemn and 
sacred occasion into a series of 
extremist manifestations that pro-
duce no meaningful outcomes.

These manifestations some-
times last for forty days without 
interruption, turning what was 
once unknown and undesired into 
“sacred rituals” that are deemed 
untouchable.

❑     ❑     ❑

e-mail: a.alsarraf@alqa-
bas.com.kw

Other Voices

Shia Kuwait and the Ashura

alsarraf

Dr Zubaidov

3 power suppliers go offl ine

New record in power consumption
KUWAIT CITY, July 14: The electric watt 
meter surged on Saturday, reaching a new 
record of 17,360 megawatts and surpassing 
the previous highest recorded amount by 
240 megawatts, reports Al-Anba daily.

The Ministry of Electricity and Water an-
nounced that three power suppliers at the 
main power transformer plant in Abdullah 
Port went offl ine, resulting in a power out-

age in some parts of Ali Sabah Al-Salem.
It said the service was restored shortly 

afterward, thanks to the emergency teams 
who responded promptly to rectify the is-
sue. According to sources from the Ministry 
of Electricity and Water, the recent peak in 
electricity usage is unprecedented, attribut-
ing it to the high temperatures reaching 50 
degrees Celsius in some areas.

KFSD photo
Photo taken during the inspection tour.

DGFD ensures safety of Husseiniyas
Major General Khaled Fahd conducted 
a thorough inspection of the fi re stations 
assigned to secure the Husseiniyas, re-
ports Al-Seyassah daily quoting Public 
Relations and Media Department of the 
Directorate-General of Fire Department 
(DGFD).   

His review focuses on ensuring prep-
arations were adequate for safety and 
fi re prevention measures, highlighting 
the coordination between fi refi ghters, 
government agencies, and volunteer 
groups to maintain a safe environment 
for worshipers. 

This kind of proactive approach is 
crucial in safeguarding public spaces 

during religious gatherings.
Major General Khalid Abdullah Fahad 

visited 16 Husseiniyas where ceremo-
nies for the month of Muharram are be-
ing held, reports Al-Shahed daily. 

Major General Khalid Fahad ensured 
that the Hussainiyas have appropriate 
level of security, and that the assigned 
teams have enforced all safety require-
ments to deal with fi re incidents.

He praised the efforts exerted by 
the KFSD teams, with the cooperation 
of the other concerned authorities and 
volunteering bodies, to secure the Hus-
seiniyas and provide the safe environ-
ment for the worshipers.

PAM opens A-20
transfer window
KUWAIT CITY, July 14: The Public 
Authority for Manpower (PAM) Sun-
day started receiving requests from 
domestic workers to transfer their resi-
dencies from Article 20 to Article 18, 
reports Al-Shahed daily.

This move is based on a decision is-
sued by PAM to allow domestic workers 
to transfer their residency under Article 
20 to private sector work residency under 
Article 18 during a period of two months 
starting from Sunday, July 14.

The decision set three conditions 
for the approval of the transaction 
- the attendance of the employer in 
person, the approval of Ministry of 
Interior’s General Department for 
Residency Affairs after verifying that 
the sponsor of the domestic worker 
has agreed to transfer the residency, 
and presentation of documents to 
prove that the applicant stayed in Ku-
wait for at least one year.



LOCAL
ARAB TIMES, MONDAY, JULY 15, 2024

3

A DIGEST OF PUBLIC OPINION

diwaniya

‘Kuwait through the eyes of 
HE Ambassador of Austria’
“KUWAIT is home to more than 120 
nationalities of various colors, races, 
and creeds, all living in peace, secu-
rity, and harmony. Some were born 
and raised in Kuwait, while others ar-
rived for work and chose to stay. They 
consistently agree that life in Kuwait is 
smooth, easy, and comfortable. Many 
even fear that staying too long in Ku-
wait might make it diffi cult to adapt 
to life in another country,” columnist 
Suad Fahd Al-Moajil wrote for Al-
Qabas daily.

“This love for Kuwait goes beyond 
work and liveli-
hood, fostering a 
sense of belonging 
to this land. This is 
evidenced by the 
fact that, alongside 
Kuwaiti martyrs, 
martyrs from 13 
different nation-
alities have fallen, 
demonstrating the 
cohesion between 
Kuwait’s residents 
and citizens.

“This sense of belonging is felt at the 
popular level, but what about the offi -
cial or diplomatic level? Diplomats and 
employees at missions or international 
organizations usually stay for no more 
than four to eight years. To answer 
this, I turn to my wonderful friend, the 
Ambassador of Austria, Marianne Al-
exander Wrba, who has expressed his 
feelings towards Kuwait with absolute 
transparency.

“Ambassador Wrba served as Aus-
tria’s ambassador to Kuwait from 2008 
to 2012 and was so keen to repeat the 
experience that he returned as ambas-
sador from 2020 to 2024. 

“He describes his work period in Ku-
wait as excellent, citing the nature of 
the Kuwaiti people as a major incentive 
for his return. 

“His friendships with many Kuwaitis 
were genuine and strong, free from per-
sonal interest. He attributes many of 
the qualities he admires in the Kuwaiti 
people to the open climate of freedom 
in Kuwait, which enhances citizens’ 
awareness, dialogue skills, and accept-
ance of others. This open and free com-
munication allowed him to get to know 
Kuwaiti society up close, interacting 
with its members with ease and sim-
plicity, without barriers or obstacles.

“Interestingly, the Kuwaiti climate 
does not bother him at all because it is 
dry, making his enjoyment of the sea 
even greater, especially during his vis-
its to the Kuwaiti islands, which are of-
ten visited by foreigners more than citi-
zens. This might be because residents 
are usually less curious and explorative 
of their country.

“Kuwait, though small geographical-
ly, is rich economically, politically, and 
culturally. The human diversity that set-
tled here has become part of its history 
and terrain, bringing many advantages. 

“Art, music, theater, literature, and 
education have all fl ourished thanks 
to this diversity, along with the ease of 
adapting and integrating into society. 

“A European diplomat who arrived 
in Kuwait during the COVID-19 pan-
demic remarked that he discovered an 
extended family, referring to the spe-
cial relationship he developed with the 
owners of the house he rented.

“Ambassador Wrba’s experience 
beautifully summarizes the nature and 
circumstances of Kuwait, its land, so-
ciety, and people, refl ecting the positive 
impact that Kuwaitis leave on every 
visitor.

Thank you, Ambassador, for allow-
ing us to see Kuwait through your eyes. 
How beautiful it was!”

 Also:
“Over the past two decades, the re-

peated prosecution of workers in coop-
eratives has tarnished the reputation of 
this civil society institution. The Min-
istry of Social Affairs must implement 
robust oversight solutions to prevent 
irreversible abuses,” columnist Mu-
zaffar Abdullah wrote for Al-Jarida 
daily.

“Contrary to popular belief, bribery 
is not confi ned to poor and economi-
cally distressed countries. This miscon-
ception is disproven by evidence from 
wealthy nations, including Kuwait. 

“For instance, a 2019 United Na-
tions report estimated the annual global 
value of bribery at one trillion dollars, 
with corruption-related thefts exceed-
ing 2.5 trillion dollars -- amounting to 
5% of the global GDP. A 2021 survey 
by “Nazaha” in Kuwait revealed that 
92% of respondents perceived bribery 
as increasing, and 26% had been asked 
to pay a bribe.

“In Kuwait, bribery is prevalent in 

various transactions, including disabil-
ity fi les, citizenship, construction deals, 
the cooperative sector, and services to 
government institutions. Since the lib-
eration from the Iraqi invasion, there 
have been no signifi cant efforts to uti-
lize scientifi c and research studies con-
ducted by Kuwait University and state 
social institutions on fi nancial behavior 
changes. 

“Administrative and legislative loop-
holes have facilitated fraud and un-
ethical manipulation of state resources, 
compounded by political corruption. 
The reputation of the administrative 
apparatus often suffers during political 
confl icts between Parliament and the 
government.

“For the past forty years, public 
discourse in Kuwait has consistently 
emphasized the need to protect public 
funds, yet bribery and waste remain 
rampant. 

“There is a need to examine the 
spread of acquisitive values and the 
inclination to exploit illegal opportuni-
ties for personal gain. It is also crucial 
to distinguish bribery from gifts in the 
business environment and assess the 
effectiveness of electronic systems in 
controlling such behavior. Legislating 
the hidden dealer system to expose cor-
ruption is equally important.

“In conclusion, the responsibility to 
control the state’s fi nances lies with the 
state and its agencies. Collective coop-
eration between the Audit Bureau, the 
Integrity Commission, and state univer-
sities is essential to identify and combat 
corruption effectively.”

❑     ❑     ❑

“If it were not for God Almighty, 
the burden of numerous worries would 
weigh heavily upon us. It is through 
His grace that we fi nd solace, enabling 
us to navigate through the harsh desert 
of this challenging life and its desolate 
valleys,” columnist Dr. Abdulrahman 
Al-Jeeran wrote for Al-Rai daily.

“Faith in God serves as a beacon in 
the heart of the believer, casting oc-
casional light that guides us through 
the dark nights like a Doha – a resting 
place for travelers returning from the 
scorching desert, fi nding comfort and 
tranquility in its shade.

“It is like the insignifi cant rain that 
falls upon seemingly lifeless earth, yet 
upon contact, it stirs, swells, and brings 
forth every delightful variety of life.

“Similarly, God Almighty created 
man in a state of struggle and weari-
ness, enduring the challenges of this 
world, the solitude of the grave, and the 
trials of the afterlife. Gratitude during 
prosperity and patience in adversity are 
necessary, as life is never without either 
of them.

“God did not create humans like an-
gels or jinn. They endure what the son 
of Adam endures, bearing a trust that 
even the heavens, earth, and mountains 
cannot bear. It is a duty fi lled with chal-
lenges. The fi rst of these challenges is 
childbirth and its diffi culties, followed 
by the necessity of breastfeeding for 
survival. Then comes enduring the pain 
of teething, circumcision, and wean-
ing. Later in life, there is the struggle of 
upbringing and education, followed by 
the challenges of marriage, raising chil-
dren, and managing household affairs. 
There is also the struggle of building a 
home, coping with old age, and dealing 
with the physical limitations of aging. 
Beyond that, there are the hardships of 
losing loved ones and enduring various 
calamities that can affl ict health and 
wealth, among other things.

“Every day brings its share of chal-
lenges for a human being. Then comes 
death, oblivion, and the interrogation 
by the two angels, followed by resur-
rection, presentation before God, and 
the beginning of the reckoning until the 
fi nal decision of Paradise or Hell for 
him is reached ... If it were up to man, 
he would not willingly choose these 
trials. This indicates the existence of 
a Creator and a Controller who has or-
dained these circumstances. Therefore, 
let him obey His commands in good 
times and bad.

“What is strange is such a person to 
be weak in stature but with a bold heart 
towards God. He can display harshness 
towards people, neglecting what truly 
matters and becoming consumed by 
irrelevant matters. This is the effect of 
the so-called democracy on us today. It 
has replaced unity with discord.

“Indeed, God Almighty spoke the 
truth when He said, “Verily, we created 
man from a drop of sperm. In order to 
try him, we gave him (the gift) of sight 
and hearing”.”

— Compiled by PFX Fernandes 
& Mahmoud Ateyieh

Suad Al-Moajil

MoI photo
Contraband seized during inspection campaign inside Central Prison.

‘Hoax’ murder report
triggers security alert
in the Central Prison
KUWAIT CITY, July 14: A 
security alert triggered by a 
report of a murder inside the 
central prison ended with 
the case being registered as 
“hoax,” reports Al-Anba dai-
ly.

The security authorities are 
now working to identify the 
prisoner who contacted the 
Interior Ministry’s operations 
center to report the alleged 
murder.

The incident occurred the 
day before yesterday after-
noon when the internal af-
fairs operations received a 
call about a murder inside the 
prison. 

Security personnel from 
the Sulaibiya police station 
promptly responded, but pris-
on offi cers confi rmed that the 
report was incorrect. 

Attempts to call the num-
ber from which the report 
was made revealed that it was 
‘out of coverage area. Further 
investigation with the phone 
company confi rmed that the 
call originated from within 
the central prison.

Authorities are continuing 
their efforts to identify and 
take action against the in-
dividual responsible for the 
false report.

Drugs, knives, mobiles seized in prison raid

By Munif Naif
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

In a coordinated effort, the in-
spection team of the General 
Administration of Correctional 
Institutions, in collaboration with 
the General Administration of 
the Special Security Forces and 
the Directorate-General of Fire 
Department (DGFD) conducted 
a surprise inspection at dawn 
today on a ward inside the Cen-
tral Prison.
According to a security source a 
signifi cant quantity of contraband, 

including knives, mobile phones, 
narcotic pills, drug paraphernalia, 
and other communication devices 
were seized. 

The Special Forces ensured 
the security of the inspection team 
and facilitated the procedures dur-
ing the operation.

The operation was supervised 
by Major General Abdullah Saf-
fah, Assistant Undersecretary 
of the Ministry of Interior for 
the Special Security Forces, 
and Brigadier General Fahd Al-
Obaid, Director General of the 
General Administration of Cor-

rectional Institutions.
The source highlighted that the 

inspection was sudden and swift, 
aimed at maintaining order and 
security within the prison. Follow-
ing the seizure, the joint inspec-
tion team referred the confi scated 
items to the appropriate authori-
ties and prepared a comprehen-
sive report detailing the seized 
contraband.

This proactive effort under-
scores ongoing efforts to uphold 
discipline and prevent illicit activi-
ties within the central prison.

Court upholds expat teacher’s
10-yr jail in sexual assault case

Arab doctor sentenced to 5 years imprisonment

By Jaber Al-Hamoud, Munif Naif
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff and Agencies

KUWAIT CITY, July 14: The Court of 
Cassation upheld the verdict issued by the 
Court of Appeals, which sentenced an expa-
triate Islamic education teacher to ten-year 
imprisonment for sexually assaulting a mi-
nor in Khaitan.

Earlier, the Court of Appeals overturned the verdict 
issued by the Criminal Court, which sentenced the de-
fendant to death. He had been sentenced to several sen-
tences between imprisonment and acquittal on the same 
charges in different cases.

Following reports of minors being kidnapped and assaulted 
by an Islamic Education teacher, the Public Prosecution or-
dered his detention. The court initiated proceedings by ques-
tioning victims and witnesses. Upon his arrest, the accused 
was interrogated regarding the allegations against him and 
subsequently referred to the Forensic Medicine Department.

The Public Prosecution has requested the Criminal Court to 
impose the maximum penalty, which is death, against the ac-
cused for the crimes he has committed.

❑     ❑     ❑

Doctor gets 5 years jail: The Court of Appeals upheld the 
ruling of a lower court that sentenced an Arab doctor to fi ve 
years in prison for impersonating a Kuwaiti citizen, stealing 
the latter’s passport and entering Kuwait after changing her 
facial features to resemble those of the citizen.

The Public Prosecution referred the case to the court after 
the doctor was arrested when she returned to Kuwait. The im-
migration offi cer got suspicious of her accent and tone of voice 
when he spoke to her, leading to her arrest at Kuwait Interna-
tional Airport upon arrival from her country.

Results of investigations revealed that the accused is a gy-
necologist; but she opened a clinic for the treatment of drug ad-
dicts, through which she obtained large sums from the families 
of her patients. 

She also used the passports of some patients who look like 
her. She used the passport of the abovementioned citizen in 
most of her travels.

❑     ❑     ❑

Fashionista hearing set for July 21: The Court of Cas-
sation declined to halt the execution of the ruling issued by 
a lower court which sentenced fashionista and social media 
celebrity Fatima Al-Moumen to imprisonment, and instead set 
the session of July 21 to issue ruling on the unintentional mur-
der case fi led against her for causing a horrifi c traffi c accident.

It is noteworthy that the Court of Appeals upheld the ruling 
of the Court of First Instance to sentence the fashionista Fa-
tima Al-Moumen to three-year imprisonment with hard labor 
and withdraw her driving license for a year. The court had re-
ferred the civil lawsuit to the competent department.

She was charged with manslaughter, jumping a red light, 
driving above the permitted speed limit, and causing a traffi c 
accident that led to the death of two people.

❑     ❑     ❑

Egyptian dies in accident: A truck overturned on King Fa-
had Expressway, resulting in the death of a 34-year-old Egyp-
tian expatriate. His body was referred to the Forensic Medicine 
Department.

According to a security source, when the Operations Room 
of the Ministry of Interior received information about the truck 
accident on King Fahad Expressway, security personnel, para-
medics and fi refi ghters were immediately dispatched to the 
location of the report.

Upon their arrival, it became clear that the accident resulted 
in the death of an Egyptian man. His body was sent to the Fo-
rensic Medicine Department.

A case has been registered, and the truck was removed from 
the road along with its load.

❑     ❑     ❑

Worker falls from height, dies: Tragedy struck as a con-
struction worker, born in 1966, lost his life after falling from a 
3.5 meters height in the Al-Mutlaa area, reports Al-Anba daily.

According to a security source, the incident was reported 
to the security authorities by the contractor. The body of the 
expatriate has been transferred to forensic medicine, and a case 
by accident has been reported at the area police station.

In another incident, an expatriate born in 2001 died after be-
ing run over on the farms road. The perpetrator, also an expa-
triate born in 1990, has been arrested and during interrogation 
he claimed the victim unexpectedly crossed the main street. 

Authorities have registered a case of fatal run-over and 
transferred the deceased’s body to forensic medicine for ex-
amination.

❑     ❑     ❑

Securityman detained over drugs: The Central Prison 
Security Department has referred a securityman to the Public 
Prosecution for attempting to smuggle narcotic substances to 
inmates, reports Al-Anba daily.

Investigations are ongoing to determine the quantity of 
drugs that might have been smuggled earlier and identify the 
recipients among the inmates.

Al-Jarida photo
The marijuana and shabu seized by the Customs offi cials.

Customs seizes 16 kg marijuana, 5 kg 
shabu from package sent from the US
KUWAIT CITY, July 14: The Air Cus-
toms Department recently intercepted 
a package from the United States con-
taining 16 kilograms of marijuana and 
5 kilograms of shabu. Customs offi c-
ers, acting on a tip-off, inspected the 
package, which was addressed to a 
local citizen and suspected of contain-
ing prohibited substances, reports Al-
Jarida daily . 

During the inspection, offi cers dis-
covered a hollow iron table that had 
been expertly crafted to conceal the 

narcotics. Inside the table, they found 
approximately 16 kilograms of mari-
juana and 5 kilograms of shabu. The 
contraband was promptly confi scated 
and referred to the relevant authorities 
for further action.

The General Administration of Cus-
toms has issued a stern warning to any-
one attempting to smuggle narcotics or 
other prohibited goods into the country. 
They emphasized that such actions will 
lead to legal consequences and strin-
gent customs measures.

51 persons arrested in Jleeb 
Al-Shuyoukh ‘security raid’

By Munif Naif
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, July 14: The Special 
Forces offi cers, in cooperation with the 
Residency Affairs Investigation personnel 
in the Interior Ministry, recently launched 
an intensive security campaign in Jleeb 
Al-Shuyoukh under the leadership of Ma-
jor General Abdullah Saffah; resulting in 
the arrest of 51 Residency Law violators, 
wanted persons and absconders. All of them 
were referred to the competent authorities 
in preparation for their deportation.

In a press statement, the ministry affi rmed 
that in the presence of Assistant Undersec-
retary for Private Security Affairs Major 
General Abdullah Saffah and a number of 
security offi cials; the Private Security Sector, 

in coordination with the Residency Affairs In-
vestigation General Department, carried out a 
comprehensive security inspection campaign 
targeting Residency Law violators and those 
wanted by law for committing various crimes 
in Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh.

The campaign resulted in the arrest of a 
number of Residency Law violators who were 
referred to the concerned authority to take the 
necessary legal measures including deporta-
tion. The Public Relations and Security Me-
dia General Department confi rmed that the 
security campaigns are continuing throughout 
the country in a bid to arrest Residency Law 
violators and those wanted by law. It called 
on everyone to fully cooperate with security 
offi cers by reporting violators and outlaws 
through emergency phone number 112.



LOCAL
ARAB TIMES, MONDAY, JULY 15, 2024

4

KUNA photo
Undersecretary of the Ministry of Interior during his inspection tour.

Ministry of Information and Culture conveys sincere condolences to the 
family of the late Khalil Ibrahim.

Kuwait mourns renowned radio personality
The Ministry of Information mourns 
“with great sadness and sorrow” 
the passing away, on Saturday, of 
the distinguished journalist Khalil 
Ibrahim, reports Al-Seyassah daily. 

In a statement today, the Min-
istry’s official spokesman, Acting 
Undersecretary of the News and 
Political Programs Sector, Dr. Badr 
Al-Enezi, conveyed the sincere 
condolences of the Minister of In-
formation and Culture, Abdul Rah-

man Al-Mutairi, and the employees 
of the Ministry to the family of the 
deceased and his loved ones, ask-
ing God Almighty to cover him with 
His vast mercy.

Dr. Al-Enezi highlighted that 
the deceased enriched the media 
landscape, especially radio, with 
his programs and contributions, 
asking God Almighty to cover him 
with His vast mercy and great sat-
isfaction.

Kuwait aims for economic resilience

Public & private partnerships at 
core of nine strategic initiatives
KUWAIT CITY, July 14: It has been 
learned from reliable sources that the 
government is preparing nine initia-
tives aimed at reducing the reliance on 
salaries funded by the state budget and 
increasing non-oil revenues. These ini-
tiatives are set to be included in the gov-
ernment’s forthcoming work program, 
which will be announced within the next 
two months, reports Al-Anba daily.

According to the sources, the govern-
ment is focusing on diversifying income 
sources and reducing the budget deficit. 
While the broad outlines of the nine ini-
tiatives have been established, they are 
still undergoing consensus and consul-
tation processes. These initiatives will 
soon be ready for integration into the 
government’s work program.

Key among the proposed initiatives 
are:
■ Enhancing Public-Private Partner-
ships: This includes better coordination 

regarding the employment of Kuwaitis.
■ Reviewing Government Agencies: 
Evaluating the competencies of various 
government agencies to consider poten-
tial cancellations or mergers of those 
with overlapping functions.
■ Legislative Reforms: Issuing the 
Northern Economic Zone Law and an-
nouncing new revenue streams that do 
not rely on oil.
■ Industrial Development: Allocating 
industrial lands for projects that posi-
tively impact the local economy and 
boost exports.
■ Expanding Petrochemical Industries: 
Enhancing value-added petrochemical 
industries to serve global markets.
■ Maximizing State Revenues: Diver-
sifying national industries and rational-
izing support to ensure it reaches those 
in need.

■ Housing Solutions: Addressing the 
housing problem effectively.

Youth’s vital role echoed in observance

Ministry of Interior undersecretary stresses 
need for vigilance in security of Hussainiyas
KUWAIT CITY, July 14, (Agencies): Under-
secretary of the Ministry of Interior Lt.-Gen. 
Sheikh Salem Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah 
reaffirmed unwavering commitment to main-
taining preparedness and vigilance to protect 
the security of visitors of Hussainiyas. 

During an inspection tour of Hussaini-
yas in the governorates of Jahra and Ha-
walli on Saturday, he urged the security 
services to ensure the safety of the visi-
tors, and remove any obstacles or difficul-
ties that might face them. 

Sheikh Salem also met with several field 
leaders to review the Ministry’s field secu-
rity plan for securing places of Husayniyas 
during these days, according to a press re-
lease from the Ministry’s General Depart-
ment of Security Relations and Media.

Meanwhile, the Hussainiyas and coun-
cils dedicated to the remembrance of the 
Prophet’s (PBUH) family continued their 
commemoration of the nights of Muharram 
and the anniversary of Imam Hussein bin 
Ali’s martyrdom on Ashura. This obser-
vance took place in a secure and reassuring 
atmosphere, thanks to the commendable ef-
forts of the Ministry of Interior, the General 
Administration of Civil Defense and Medi-
cal Emergencies, and the full cooperation of 
Hussainiya offi cials, reports Al-Anba daily.

On the fi fth night of Muharram, Abdul-
lah Mulla Hadi, the preacher at Ashour 
Hussainiya, highlighted the paramount 
qualities of the Prophet’s (PBUH) family, 
emphasizing their courage and steadfast-
ness in the face of adversity. He noted that 
the Prophet’s (PBUH) family served as a 
guiding light for others, citing the example 
of Hani bin Urwa, a supporter of Muslim 
bin Aqeel who remained unwavering in his 

stance even in his nineties.
On the sixth night, Muhammad Sabah 

Shabr, the preacher at the new Hussainiya, 
refl ected on a hadith from the Messenger 
of Allah. The hadith states, “The feet of 
the son of Adam will not move on the Day 
of Judgment until he is asked about his life 
and how he spent it, his youth and how he 
wasted it, his wealth and where he acquired 
it from, and how he spent it.”

Shabr emphasized the signifi cance of 
youth as a pivotal period in one’s life, 
characterized by strength and activity, and 
its profound impact on people’s lives. He 
stressed the importance of utilizing this pe-
riod in obedience to Allah Almighty.

He warned that if a person’s record con-
tains sins, a signifi cant portion of these will 
likely stem from their youth, due to the 
period’s inherent challenges. He invoked 
Allah’s blessing for those who spend their 
youth in obedience to the Creator and high-
lighted the critical role of the tongue in 
leading to good or evil. 

No rejections without valid cause

CSC enforces strict nominee rule
KUWAIT CITY, July 14: In a letter 
addressed to ministries and other gov-
ernment institutions, the Civil Service 
Commission (CSC) stressed that no 
nominees among the applicants reg-
istered in the Central Employment 
System should be rejected unless they 
do not visit the entity for which he are 
nominated within 30 days from the 
date of nomination, reports Al-Rai 
daily.

The CSC issued this instruction 
within the context of ensuring the im-
plementation of the relevant directives 
and decisions. 

In its letter, the CSC cited the deci-
sion issued on Feb 18, 2024 that all 

State agencies should submit their 
manpower needs for approval in ac-
cordance with the regulations; in ad-
dition to CSC Circular No. 4/2024 on 
the approval of manpower needs in all 
government agencies covered by the 
Central Employment System.

The CSC pointed out that the recent 
nominations were based on the man-
power needs received from the entities.  
It explained the decision was taken af-
ter confirming the number of vacancies 
under the financial grades stipulated 
in the entities’ budgets, and verifying 
their manpower needs based on the 
specializations they entered into the in-
tegrated civil service system.

Al-Anba daily photo
Congregation during the commemora-

tion ceremonies.

Audit reveals contractual hurdles 
in KIPIC’s cybersecurity upgrades

Bureau urges immediate action to bolster cyber defenses

KUWAIT CITY, July 14: The 
Audit Bureau’s report for the 
fiscal year 2022/2023 high-
lighted issues with Contract 
No. “105/CH/IT,” assigned to 
a local company for the cyber-
security operations center at 
Kuwait Integrated Petroleum 
Industries Company (KIPIC), 
reports Al-Jarida daily. 

The report revealed several 
shortcomings such as:
■ The contract work, aimed at install-
ing a protection system at Al-Zour Re-
finery, Industrial Island, and liquefied 
gas import facilities, failed to com-
mence by March 31, 2023, despite a 
start date specified for May 2022. This 
delay was attributed to work groups 
not issuing necessary approvals for 
the contractor, resulting in inadequate 
cyber protection for the hardware, re-
finery operations, LNG facilities, and 
the artificial island.
■ A foreign contractor tasked with 
maintaining and supporting control de-
vices for precision machines at Al-Zour 
Refinery and liquefied gas facilities did 
not provide essential information to start 
contract implementation. The contractor 
also requested additional funds, citing 
concerns over potential equipment mal-
functions post-implementation.
■ The company’s cybersecurity level 
drastically fell to 1.5, significantly be-
low Kuwait Petroleum Corporation’s 
set standards of 4 and 5, as per the De-
loitte cybersecurity rating system.

The Audit Bureau recommended ur-
gent measures to rectify these issues, 
stressing the importance of fulfilling con-
tract obligations to enhance cybersecurity 
and protect KIPIC’s infrastructure. 

The company responded with plans 
for bi-monthly meetings among cyber-
security, maintenance, and engineer-
ing teams to expedite contract imple-
mentation and ensure comprehensive 
support for cybersecurity operations.

can Embassy’s participation in the So-
ciety’s Golden Jubilee events program 
this year, reinforcing global responsi-
bility towards environmental protec-
tion.

Dr. Al-Aqab announced an agree-
ment with the American delegation 
for the Kuwait Environment Protec-
tion Society to join a major awareness 
campaign organized by the embassy 
through social media. 

Additionally, they agreed to partici-
pate in the annual “International Day 
for Combating Dust Storms” event, 
observed worldwide on July 12.

She underscored the Society’s role 
in promoting awareness about preserv-
ing desert ecosystems and vegetation 
cover, advocating for the implementa-
tion of afforestation projects under the 
Green Belt Program. 

Dr. Al-Aqab emphasized that the 
degradation of vegetation negatively 
impacts biodiversity, leading to in-
creased sandstorms and dust phenom-
ena. She called for active programs 
to propagate native plants capable of 
stabilizing sand in Kuwait’s environ-
ment.

Advancing environmental responsibility

Kuwait-US alliance targets dust storms

CAPT OK’s int’l firms for railway project study
KUWAIT CITY, July 14: The Central Agency for Public Ten-
ders has taken a significant step forward in the railway project by 
approving the technical offers from four international companies 
for the study and detailed design work, reports Al-Qabas daily.

The approved companies include Systra from Spain, Chi-
na Railway Siyuan from China, Proyapi from Turkey and 
Systemas from France.

Next, the agency plans to proceed with opening the fi-

nancial offers from these companies, which have passed the 
technical evaluation phase. 

This process aims to select one company to carry out the 
comprehensive study necessary for the railway project.

The Public Authority for Roads and Land Transport empha-
sized that this milestone aligns with the state’s strategic goals of 
fostering economic and industrial development, while also keep-
ing pace with advancements in land transport infrastructure.

By Abdul Nasser Al-Aslami
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, July 14: The envi-
ronmental team from the US Embassy 
recently visited the Environmental 
Protection Society to discuss avenues 
of cooperation, particularly in raising 
awareness about environmental issues 

through social media initiatives.
Dr. Wijdan Al-Aqab, President of 

the Environmental Protection Soci-
ety, highlighted the significance of the 
American delegation’s visit, empha-
sizing the longstanding collaboration 
in environmental efforts. 

This collaboration has spanned 
many years, culminating in the Ameri-

US embassy team with EPS members pose for a photo.
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Promising hydrocarbon potential

KOC discovers huge oil 
reserves east of Failaka
KUWAIT CITY, July 14, (KUNA): 
Kuwait Oil Company (KOC) an-
nounced on Sunday the discovery of 
huge commercial quantities of light 
oil and associated gas in the offshore 
Al-Nokhatha fi eld, located east of 
Kuwait’s Failaka Island.

The initial estimated area of the 
fi eld is approximately 96 square kil-
ometers, marking a key breakthrough 
in Kuwait’s exploration of hydro-
carbon resources in its marine area, 
according to KOC’s statement to 
KUNA.

The daily production from Al-
Nokhatha well is around 2,800 barrels 
of light oil and 7 million cubic meters 
of associated gas, KOC explained.

Preliminary estimates suggest the 
hydrocarbon reserves at this well to 
be about 2.1 billion barrels of light oil 
and 5.1 trillion standard cubic feet of 
gas, equal to approximately 3.2 bil-
lion barrels of oil equivalent, it said.

These initial fi ndings indicate huge 
potential to further enhance and in-
crease hydrocarbon resource quanti-
ties in various layers and reservoirs 
within the discovered fi eld, KOC 
added.

The launch of the current marine 
exploration project was based on 
two-dimensional seismic surveys of 
the area, along with geophysical and 
geological studies to understand the 
earth’s layers and compositions, iden-
tify and secure the best drilling sites, 
and prepare for logistical operations, 
KOC mentioned.

KOC revealed that the marine area, 
representing about one-third of Ku-
wait’s total land area and covering 
more than 6,000 square kilometers, 
in the fi rst phase includes drilling six 
exploratory wells for oil and gas, with 
subsequent stages to be determined 
based on the drilling results.

KOC underscored the importance 
of the offshore exploration project 
as a national endeavor with the goal 
of enhancing Kuwait’s hydrocarbon 
reserves sustainability and meeting 
global demand, aiming to elevate Ku-

wait’s status as a reliable global oil 
and gas producer and place it promi-
nently on the regional map of leading 
offshore operators adhering to inter-
national standards.

Additionally, the project contrib-
utes to developing new technical 
skills in drilling and offshore pro-
duction, creating varied employment 
opportunities for national talents, it 
pointed out.

Based on initial test results, a de-
velopmental plan will be established 
to commence actual production from 
the fi eld at the earliest opportunity, 
boosting KOC’s production capacity 
and laying another cornerstone for 
achieving its 2040 strategy, it indi-
cated.

KOC confi rmed that this discovery 
was the result of cohesive collabora-
tion across its sectors, continuous 
support from Kuwait Petroleum Cor-
poration’s (KPC) management, and 
ongoing cooperation with all relevant 
government entities, paving the way 
for the successful exploration and in-
vestment in oil and gas drilling opera-
tions in the area.

Violators face fines up to KD500

AIS required for all marine vessels

Kuwait embarks on a comprehensive 
financial reform to develop revenues

KUWAIT CITY, July 14, 
(KUNA): Minister of Fi-
nance and Minister of State 
for Economic Affairs and 
Investment, Dr. Anwar Al-
Mudhaf, emphasized that 
reducing the financial defi-
cit in the state’s general 
budget is a government 
priority. This goal will be 
achieved through rational-
izing spending, addressing 
waste, and increasing and 
diversifying sources of in-
come.

Dr. Al-Mudhaf made these re-
marks during the first general 
budget forum held by the Min-
istry of Finance on Sunday. He 
directed government agencies 
to implement the current fiscal 
year’s budget in accordance with 
decisions, circulars, and budget 
implementation rules to enhance 
spending efficiency and address 
areas of waste identified by regu-
latory bodies.

The Minister highlighted that non-
oil revenues are expected to constitute 
4% of the GDP, aiming to increase this 
fi gure to 10% by 2030. He outlined 
Kuwait’s path to fi nancial sustainabil-
ity, emphasizing the need to control 
budget growth with fi xed government 
spending at 24.5 billion Kuwaiti dinars 
(approximately 80 billion US dollars). 
Additionally, efforts include doubling 
non-oil revenues to 4 billion dinars 
(about 13 billion dollars) by the fi scal 
year 2027-2028.

Cooperation
Dr. Al-Mudhaf outlined a plan for 

ongoing cooperation with government 
agencies throughout the fi scal year. 
This plan includes quarterly forums 
chaired by the Undersecretary of the 
Ministry of Finance, attended by fi nan-
cial sector offi cials to discuss develop-
ments and fi nancial status reviews.

Regarding the General Reserve 
Fund, Dr. Al-Mudhaf noted a decline 
in liquidity due to increased withdraw-
als, with the balance standing at 2 bil-
lion dinars (about 6.5 billion dollars) in 
the fi scal year 2023-2024, compared to 
33.6 billion dinars (about 109.8 billion 
dollars) in 2014-2015.

He stressed the importance of con-
trolling the fi nancial defi cit for the fu-
ture sustainability of Kuwait’s public 
fi nances. The cumulative defi cit from 
the fi scal year 2015-2016 to 2023-

Balancing spending and revenue diversification

KUWAIT CITY, July 14: The Coast 
Guard General Department at the 
Ministry of Interior issued a decision 
requiring owners of all marine ves-
sels specifi ed in Ministerial Resolu-
tion 410 /2024 to procure the auto-
matic identifi cation system (AIS) 
regardless of their shape or design 
and to use it whether the vessel is 
docked or moving, reports Al-Jarida 
daily. 

The department explained AIS is a 
tracking system that provides infor-
mation like the position, course and 
speed of the vessel; indicating the 
system can be purchased from enti-
ties approved by the Communication 
and Information Regulatory Author-
ity (CITRA).  It added that the sys-
tem is installed after registering and 
obtaining a permit from the author-
ity through its website by following 
these steps: 

First: The user must create an ac-
count on the website, and then sub-

mit all the required documents to the 
authority.

Second: After approval by the 
authority, the transaction number 
will be sent to the user by tel-
ephone to track the procedures on 
the website.

Third: After completing the pro-
cedures and fi nal approval, the user 
must pay the fees in the authority’s 
offi ce at Al-Hamra Tower.

Fourth: A license to purchase AIS 
will be issued within two working 
days after paying the fees.

The department advised users to 
always turn on the AIS whenever 
they sail; warning that if it is turned 
off for any purpose, a violation will 
be registered and the violator will be 
fi ned KD500.

It stressed the need for seafarers 
to strictly comply with maritime 
laws and regulations, clarifying that 
it took this decision to guarantee the 
safety of seafarers.

PACI to conduct survey to verify addresses
KUWAIT CITY, July 14: In an effort to restore 
state authority and impose the rule of law, the 
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Defense 
and Interior Sheikh Fahad Yousef Al-Sabah has 
issued directives to the Public Authority for Civil 
Information (PACI) to conduct a comprehensive 
survey covering all residential areas throughout 
Kuwait to identify individuals who are registered 
under addresses where they do not actually reside, 
reports Aljarida daily.

According to informed sources, many citizens and 
residents are affected by such inaccuracies. In some 
instances, law enforcement authorities attempting to 
apprehend a violator or criminal based on recorded 
addresses fi nd that the individual does not live there.

PACI recently cancelled thousands of address-
es, mostly of the residents who do not actually stay 
in those addresses anymore.

It received complaints from homeowners who 
have had individuals erroneously registered under 

their properties for several years even though they 
no longer stay there.

PACI intends to summon the owners of these hous-
es and residential buildings to provide testimony, after 
which the individuals concerned will receive notifi ca-
tions via the Sahl application to visit PACI and correct 
their address details or provide new ones.

Failure to respond within two months of receiv-
ing the notifi cation will result in a fi ne of KD 20 
per month.

Minister of Finance and Minister of State for Economic Affairs and Investment Dr. Anwar Al-Mudhaf during his speech.

KUNA photos
Part of the presence of government agencies.

2024 exceeded 30 billion dinars (about 
98 billion dollars), with expectations 
that the defi cit from 2025-2026 to 
2028-2029 will exceed 26 billion di-
nars (about 84.9 billion dollars).

Dr. Al-Mudhaf projected revenues 
for the current fi scal year to reach 18.9 
billion dinars (about 61.7 billion dol-
lars), increasing to 21.8 billion dinars 
(about 71.2 billion dollars) in 2025-

2026 and 20.3 billion dinars (about 
66.3 billion dollars) in 2026-2027. 
Expected revenues are estimated at 
about 20.4 billion dinars (about 66.6 
billion dollars) for 2027-2028 and 
20.3 billion dinars (about 66.3 billion 
dollars) for 2028-2029.

He also outlined the state’s estimat-
ed expenditures, noting they amount 
to 24.5 billion dinars (about 80 billion 

dollars) in the current fi scal year, in-
creasing to 26.1 billion dinars (about 
85.3 billion dollars) in 2025-2026 and 
26.8 billion dinars (about 87.6 billion 
dollars) in 2026-2027. Projected ex-
penditures are estimated at about 27.6 
billion dinars (about 90.2 billion dol-
lars) for 2027-2028 and 28.5 billion 
dinars (about 93.1 billion dollars) for 
2028-2029.

Kuwait Amir
Continued from Page 1

Global leaders expressed concern 
over an apparent assassination attempt 
targeting former U.S. President Donald 
Trump at a rally in Pennsylvania that 
left one attendee dead and critically in-
jured two others.

Trump’s campaign said the presump-
tive Republican nominee was doing 
“fine” after being whisked off the stage 
though the shooting pierced the upper 
part of his right ear.

The Secret Service said it killed the 
suspected shooter who attacked from 
an elevated position outside the rally 
venue.

U.S. authorities are still investigating 
the shooting.

Australian Prime Minister Anthony 
Albanese condemned the “inexcusable 
attack” on the United States and Austra-
lia’s shared democratic values.

“In Australia, as in the United States, 
the essence and the purpose of our de-
mocracies is that we can express our 
views, debate our disagreements and 

CITRA mandates
Continued from Page 1

required to set the settlement price for 
terminating all types of short text mes-
sages at 5 fils per message. 

They must provide CITRA with a 
final draft of the annex related to the 
interconnection of all types of short 
text messages within 30 days of the 
decision’s issuance, attaching it to the 
main interconnection agreements ap-
proved pursuant to Resolution No. 120 
of 2020.

Sources explained to the daily that 
this decision aims to develop and or-
ganize the communications sector 
within the country, fulfilling the inter-
connection instructions mentioned in 
the Communications Authority Law. 

Kuwait enacts
Continued from Page 1

This includes both automatic infor-
mation exchange and responding to 
requests from the Ministry of Finance 
within 21 days.

Scope of Information Request – The 
competent authority can request and 
collect information from any person 
or entity within Kuwait’s territory, as 
required under international tax infor-

Foreign Minister,
Continued from Page 1

Moreover, if the Ministry of For-
eign Affairs recalls 31 ambassadors to 
headquarters at once, how will they be 
utilized? Will they be retained there, 
spending their time drinking tea and 
coffee? How will the state benefit from 
them?

In the past, the fever of quotas for 
appointments controlled the joints of 
institutions when parliamentarians and 
influential people sought to obtain ben-
efits by buying loyalties at the expense 
of public money.

However, in this new phase of Ku-
wait seeking a bright future, thanks to 
the efforts of His Highness the Amir, 
all these institutions must be reviewed, 
especially those that cost a lot of mon-
ey and are of no use.

Therefore, when we highlight defi-
ciencies in any institution or ministry, 
it is because we realize the importance 
of rationalizing spending on one hand 
and allocating any surplus to devel-
opment projects on the other. This is 
crucial, especially considering the po-
tential influence of former influential 
parliamentarians that may still prevail 
over certain ministries, such as the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs - which 
needs restructuring - particularly in 
light of the considerable number of 
former and current ambassadors whose 
costs are covered by public finances.

The foundation of success is man-
agement, and behind it are distin-
guished human elements and compe-
tencies that realize the importance of 
sound management, good planning, 
quality, and time management.

mation exchange agreements.
Financial Institutions Reporting – 

Financial institutions must annually 
collect and report required informa-
tion to the competent authority by 
May 31 of the following year. They 
are required to ensure the accuracy of 
reported information through auditing 
by approved auditors.

Compliance and Procedures – Re-
porting financial institutions must es-
tablish internal procedures, appoint 
compliance officers, and adhere to 
due diligence requirements, includ-
ing obtaining valid self-certification 
forms from customers when opening 
accounts.

Retention of Documents – Financial 
institutions must retain documents re-
lated to non-reportable accounts for at 
least six years, following the end of the 
year in which due diligence procedures 
were applied.

Penalties – The decree-law imposes 
fines ranging from 10,000 to 20,000 
Kuwaiti dinars on individuals and 
financial institutions for non-compli-
ance, failure to submit information 
accurately and timely, or violating due 
diligence procedures.

This legislation aims to align Ku-
wait’s tax practices with international 
standards, facilitating the exchange of 
tax information while ensuring com-
pliance and transparency in financial 
transactions.

The service benefits many sectors, 
particularly major commercial com-
panies such as banks and government 
agencies.

The Authority imposed high fi-
nancial fines last year, amounting to 
500,000 dinars, on some service pro-
viders for refusing to interconnect 
short text messages between them-
selves and other companies. 

Regulations stipulate that it is not 
permissible to refuse interconnection 
between telecommunications net-
works, as subscribers must be enabled 
to obtain services from other operators 
per the systems and decisions.

CITRA is committed to ensuring the 
quality of services provided on the lat-
est systems, monitoring them, and en-
suring compliance by service provid-
ers with the set conditions. 

The Market and Competition Sector 
periodically reviews and updates plans 
and programs related to the state’s 
general policy in the communications 
and information technology sectors, 
approving policies that encourage 
competition and prevent monopolies.

resolve our differences peacefully,” Al-
banese told reporters in the Australian 
Parliament House.

Austrian Chancellor Karl Nehammer 
said on X that he was appalled by the 
attempt.

“Political violence has no place in 
our society!” he said. 

Brazil’s president, Luiz Inácio Lula 
da Silva, called the incident unaccept-
able on X and said the attack must be 
“strongly repudiated” by all democracy 
defenders.

Canadian Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau said he was sickened by the 
shooting and his thoughts were with 
Trump, those at the event and all Amer-
icans.

“It cannot be overstated - political 
violence is never acceptable,” he wrote 
on X. 

The Chinese Foreign Ministry said 
in a statement that China is concerned 
about the attack and President Xi Jin-
ping has already extended his sympa-
thies to Trump.

Wishing Trump a speedy recovery, 
Czech President Petr Pavel said there’s 
“no place for violence in a democratic 
society,” adding that politicians” need 
to try to calm the situation down.” 

Egyptian President Abdelfattah El 
Sissi stressed his country’s condem-
nation of the attack in a statement and 
wished for the U.S. election campaigns 
to resume peacefully.

French President Emmanuel Macron 
sent his wishes to Trump for a prompt 
recovery. “It is a drama for our democ-
racies. France shares the indignation of 
the American people,” he posted on X.

German Chancellor Olaf Scholz 
posted on X saying the attack was “de-
spicable” and such violent acts threat-
en democracy. “My compassionate 
thoughts are also with the other people 
who were hurt in the attack,” he said. 

Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Or-
ban said his thoughts and prayers were 
with Trump “in these dark hours” on X. 

India’s prime minister, Narendra 
Modi, said he was deeply concerned by 
“the attack on my friend.” 

“Strongly condemn the incident. 
Violence has no place in politics and 
democracies,” he wrote on X. 

Masrour Barzani, the prime min-
ister of the Kurdistan region of Iraq, 
condemned the attack “in the strongest 
terms,” saying on X his thoughts are 

with the victims of “this senseless act 
of terrorism.”

At the start of the weekly Cabinet 
meeting in Jerusalem, Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu said he watched 
“in horror,” adding that the attack was 
also an “assassination attempt on Amer-
ican democracy.”

He said everyone in Israel was send-
ing Trump wishes for “a quick recovery 
and return to full strength.”

Italian President Sergio Mattarella 
said in a statement the attack was a 
cause for serious alarm and “a discon-
certing symptom of the deterioration 
of the civil fabric and of the dangerous 
refusal of confrontation, dialogue and 
respect for democratic life.”

Meanwhile, Premier Giorgia Meloni 
wished Trump a quick recovery.

“We must stand firm against any 
form of violence that challenges de-
mocracy,” Japanese Prime Minister Fu-
mio Kishida said on X. 

Mexico’s president, Andrés Manuel 
López Obrador, denounced the attack 
on X and said “violence is irrational and 
inhumane.”

Kuwait strongly
Continued from Page 1

protection to the Palestinian people and 
demand occupation forces to comply 
with relevant international resolutions. 

The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia de-
nounced in the strongest terms the 
continued massacres by the Israeli oc-
cupation forces against the Palestinian 
people, the latest of which targeted a 
refugee camp in Khan Yunis in south-
ern Gaza Strip.

The Saudi Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs renewed, in a statement, the call 
for an immediate and permanent cease-
fire, and provision of protection for 
civilians in all occupied Palestinian ter-
ritories. The Ministry stressed the need 
to activate international accountability 
mechanisms regarding the continued 
Israeli violations of international hu-
manitarian law and resolutions.

The Arab Parliament strongly con-
demned the horrible massacre commit-
ted by the Israeli occupation forces in 
Al-Mawasi neighborhood, Khan Yunis, 
southern Gaza Strip.

In a statement on Sunday, the Arab 
Parliament said that the occupation 
forces killed and injured more than 120 
civilians, including women and chil-
dren.

Israel’s systematic and continuous 
targeting of civilians and shelters for 
displaced persons in the Gaza Strip 
constitutes genocide and ethnic cleans-
ing against the Palestinian people, add-
ing these actions are a blatant challenge 
to all international resolutions and laws.

The Arab Parliament held the inter-
national community and the Security 
Council fully responsible for these mas-
sacres, urging them to pressure Israel to 
end its annihilation, hold those respon-
sible accountable, provide protection 
for Palestinian civilians, and ensure the 
entry of humanitarian and medical aid 
into the Gaza Strip.

The United Nations (UN) expressed 
their shock and sadness by the loss of 
lives over the Israeli occupation strikes 
on Khan Yunis.

UN Spokesperson Stephane Dujarric 
said in a press release on Saturday that 
reports indicated the attack had taken 
place in a densely populated area “des-
ignated as a humanitarian zone shelter-
ing displaced people.”

“This underscores that nowhere is 
safe in Gaza”, he stressed. “The Sec-
retary-General condemns the killing of 
civilians, including women and chil-
dren.”

The Secretary-General underlined 
once again that there must be an im-
mediate humanitarian ceasefire, with 
all hostages released “immediately and 
unconditionally.”

Over 50 Palestinians were killed and 
many were injured on Saturday in a 
new massacre by the Israeli occupation 
forces in Khan Yunis, southern Gaza.

Meanwhile, Israel said it targeted 
Hamas’ shadowy military commander 
in a massive strike Saturday in the 
crowded southern Gaza Strip that killed 
at least 90 people including children, 
according to local health officials. Israe-
li Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
said “there still isn’t absolute certainty” 
that Mohammad Deif and a second 
Hamas commander, Rafa Salama, were 
killed.

Hamas rejected the claim that Deif 
was in the area, saying “these false 
claims are merely a cover-up for the 
scale of the horrific massacre.” 

KUNA photo
Al-Nokhatha offshore field located 
east of Failaka Island in Kuwait’s 

economic waters.
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33 Indian workers freed

Treason, espionage
cases ‘up’ in Russia
TALLINN, Estonia, July 14, (AP): When Maksim 
Kolker’s phone rang at 6 a.m., and the voice on the 
other end said his father had been arrested, he thought 
it was a scam to extort money. A day earlier, he had 
taken his father, prominent Russian physicist Dmitry 
Kolker, to the hospital in his native Novosibirsk, when 
his advanced pancreatic cancer had suddenly wors-
ened.

The phone kept ringing and Kolker kept hanging 
up until fi nally his father called to confi rm the grim 
news. The elder Kolker had been charged with trea-
son, the family later learned, a crime that is probed and 
prosecuted in absolute secrecy in Russia and punished 
with long prison terms.

Treason cases have been rare in Russia in the last 30 
years, with a handful annually. 
But since the 2022 invasion of 
Ukraine, they have skyrocket-
ed, along with espionage pros-
ecutions, ensnaring citizens 
and foreigners alike, regardless 
of their politics.

That has brought compari-
sons to the show trials under 
Soviet dictator Josef Stalin in 
the 1930s.

The more recent victims 
range from Kremlin critics and 
independent journalists to vet-

eran scientists working with countries that Moscow 
considers friendly.

These cases stand out from the crackdown on dis-
sent that has reached unprecedented levels under Pres-
ident Vladimir Putin. They are investigated almost 
exclusively by the powerful Federal Security Service, 
or FSB, with specifi c charges and evidence not always 
revealed.

The accused are often held in strict isolation in 
Moscow’s notorious Lefortovo Prison, tried behind 
closed doors, and almost always convicted, with long 
prison sentences.

In 2022, Putin urged the security services to “harsh-
ly suppress the actions of foreign intelligence services, 
promptly identify traitors, spies and saboteurs.”

 Division
The First Department, a rights group that special-

izes in such prosecutions and takes its name from a di-
vision of the security service, counted over 100 known 
treason cases in 2023, lawyer Evgeny Smirnov told 
The Associated Press. He added there probably were 
another 100 that nobody knows about.

The longer the war goes on, “the more traitors” the 
authorities want to round up, Smirnov said.

Treason cases began growing after 2014, when 
Russia illegally annexed Crimea from Ukraine, threw 
its weight behind a separatist insurgency in the eastern 
part of the country and fell out with the West for the 
fi rst time since the Cold War.

Two years earlier, the legal defi nition of treason 
was expanded to include providing vaguely defi ned 
“assistance” to foreign countries or organizations, ef-
fectively exposing to prosecution anyone in contact 
with foreigners.

The move followed mass anti-government protests 
in 2011-12 in Moscow that offi cials claimed were in-
stigated by the West. Those changes to the law were 
heavily criticized by rights advocates, including those 
in the Presidential Human Rights Council.

Faced with that criticism at the time, Putin prom-
ised to look into the amended law and agreed “there 
shouldn’t be any broad interpretation of what high 
treason is.”

And yet, that’s exactly what began happening.
In 2015, authorities arrested Svetlana Davydova, a 

mother of seven in the western region of Smolensk, on 
treason charges in accordance with the new, expanded 
defi nition of the offense.

Also:
ROME: Italy’s tax police said Saturday they had freed 
33 Indian farm workers from “slave-like working 
conditions” in the northern province of Verona, while 
seizing almost half a million euros from the two al-
leged gangmasters.

Police said the two alleged abusers, also Indian, 
persuaded their fellow nationals to come to Italy, pay-
ing 17,000 each to obtain seasonal working permits.

The men were then obliged to work in farms for 
seven days a week and up to 10-12 hours a day, paid 
only 4 euros per hour, in conditions that the Italian 
police described as “slavery.”

Some of the migrants were also asked to continue 
working for free to pay an additional 13,000 euros for 
a permanent work permit, which in reality they would 
have never obtained, the police added.

The two alleged abusers are under investigation for 
crimes including enslavement and labor exploitation. 
The victims will be offered protection, job opportuni-
ties and legal residency papers.

The issue of modern forms of slavery in Italy came 
under the spotlight recently following the case of Sat-
nam Singh, a 31-year-old off-the-books Indian farm 
laborer who bled to death after being abandoned by 
his employer in front of his house after his arm was 
severed by a wrapping machine.

A Moody’s report published in March showed that 
Italy persistently exhibited the highest number in Eu-
rope of modern slavery events, with approximately 
32,000 incidents over fi ve years from 2018.

❑      ❑      ❑

PARIS: Paris hosted an extra-special guest for 
France’s national holiday Sunday - the Olympic fl ame 
lighting up the city’s grandiose military parade for 
Bastille Day.

Just 12 days before the French capital hosts excep-
tionally ambitious and high-security Summer Games, 
the torch relay joined up with thousands of soldiers, 
sailors, rescuers and medics marching in Paris beneath 
roaring fi ghter jets.

While people around France mark the day with con-
certs, parties and fi reworks, here’s a look at what the 
holiday’s about, and what’s different this year:

On July 14, 1789, revolutionaries stormed the 
Bastille fortress and prison in Paris, heralding the start 
of the French Revolution and the end of the monarchy.

The holiday is central to the French calendar, with 
events across the country. It aims to embody the na-
tional motto of “liberty, equality and fraternity,” 
though not everyone in France feels the country lives 
up to that promise.

The Paris parade is the holiday’s highlight. This 
year, it paid tribute to those who freed France from 
Nazi occupation 80 years ago, with a re-enactment of 
the D-Day landings of June 6, 1944, and a presenta-
tion by service members from the 31 countries whose 
troops contributed to the liberation. About half are 
African nations that were under French colonial rule 

Putin

German Chancellor Olaf Scholz, (left), and Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida review the honor guard on the occasion of their meeting at the Federal Chancel-
lery, in Berlin on July 12. (AP)

Minnesota Republican Rahm drops out

Dems weigh Biden impact on House races
WASHINGTON, July 14, (AP): 
Democratic Leader Hakeem Jeffries 
provided a succinct answer this week 
when asked if President Joe Biden 
was a liability for the most vulnerable 
House Democrats seeking reelection - 
“No.”

But a growing number of congres-
sional Democrats are indicating other-
wise. And it’s not just the lawmakers 
representing true battleground districts 
but also House members in districts 
viewed as relatively safe.

About 20 House Democrats have 
called on the president to withdraw 
from the race since his debate with 
former President Donald Trump two 
weeks ago, and the number is grow-
ing by the day. Some are in highly 
competitive races, such as Reps. An-
gie Craig of Minnesota, Eric Sorens-
en of Illinois and Pat Ryan of New 
York. Others hold seats in Democrat-
ic strongholds, such as Reps. Mike 
Quigley of Illinois and Adam Smith 
of Washington.

With Republicans having a strong 
chance to retake the Senate and Trump 
gaining momentum for the presiden-
cy, many Democrats view the House 
as their best chance of preventing 
the GOP from controlling the White 
House and both chambers of Congress. 

Initiative
 They need to fl ip just four seats to 

retake the majority and give Demo-
crats a seat at the table for any major 
legislative initiative. Still, some law-
makers fear their chances are slipping 
away.

The focal point for lawmakers 
asking Biden to withdraw is stop-
ping Trump from being reelected. 
But Rep. Jim Himes, D-Conn., said 
the risk is wider than that. He said 
on MSNBC that “the trajectory, what 
Americans believe in their bones 
right now, suggests not only that Joe 
Biden would lose this race, but that 
we would lose the Senate and the 
House.”

The call by some for Biden to step 
aside also could be smart political strat-
egy. Steve Israel, a former New York 
congressman who led House Demo-
cratic election efforts twice, said law-

makers in competitive districts have to 
localize their races no matter who is at 
the top of the presidential ticket. Some 
are doing so now with their calls for 
the president to withdraw.

“You’ve got to make a distinction 
between the national political brand 
and your own,” Israel said.

Rep. Richard Hudson, chair of the 
election campaign arm for House Re-
publicans, claimed that every mem-
ber of Congress has known Biden is 
“cognitively impaired” and now “these 
Democrats that are in competitive 
seats are running and hiding.” He said 
it’s too late for those calling for Biden 
to step aside now.

“I just think it’s very callous, and 
it’s very hypocritical. And I think the 
voters are going to see through it,” 
Hudson said.

Rep. Jared Golden of Maine has 
not called on Biden to end his can-
didacy but has said he expects him 
to lose, which could provide some 
separation. Still, Golden said he isn’t 
worried about Biden’s impact on his 
race.

“All I know is I outperformed Joe 
Biden by 13 points in the last election 
and I got a thousand more votes than 
Donald Trump in that election. I’m not 
worrying about that, and my record in 
opposition to the Biden administra-
tion is pretty well established,” Golden 
said. “So, no, I’m not as concerned 
about that as a lot of my colleagues, 
but that’s their issue.”

He noted that he voted with Biden 
on major infrastructure, veterans and 
semiconductor manufacturing bills, 
but against his rescue plan during the 
pandemic. He said he’ll also be intro-
ducing a bill establishing a 10% uni-
versal tariff on imports, an idea Trump 
has proposed.

Golden rejected assertions from 
Republicans that swing district Demo-
crats knew Biden was feeble but silent-
ly enabled him.

Also:
MINNEAPOLIS: Republicans got a 
straighter path to potential victory Sat-
urday in what is expected to be Min-
nesota’s closest congressional race 
when GOP-endorsed candidate Tayler 

Rahm dropped out of a primary fi ght 
against the better-funded Joe Teirab, 
who already had tacit backing from 
key House leaders.

Rahm, a political newcomer and 
defense attorney, said in a statement 
that he was shifting gears to serve as 
a senior adviser to former President 
Donald Trump’s campaign in Min-
nesota, where Trump insists he can 
defeat President Joe Biden after com-
ing close to carrying the traditionally 
Democratic state in 2016.

That gives Teirab - a Marine Cops 
veteran, former federal prosecutor and 
son of a Sudanese immigrant - free rein 
to focus on incumbent Democratic Rep 
Angie Craig in the highly competitive 
2nd District, which includes suburban 
and rural areas south of Minneapolis 
and St. Paul, and represents one of the 
best pickup opportunities for the nar-
row House Republican majority.

“In my opinion, there is nothing 
more important for this district than 
getting Biden (or a Democrat replace-
ment) out of power and getting Don-
ald Trump back in the White House,” 
Rahm said in a statement. “Therefore, 
I will suspend my campaign operations 
and focus on doing everything possible 
to save our country.”

Rahm won the endorsement with 
74% of the vote at the district GOP 
convention in April, with backing 
from grassroots conservatives despite 
Teirab’s huge fundraising edge and 
expected support from establishment 
Minnesota Republicans like House 
Majority Whip Tom Emmer, who is 
Trump’s state chairman.

Teirab on Thursday announced he 
had raised nearly $700,000 in the sec-
ond quarter, bringing his total for the 
cycle to over $1.5 million, while end-
ing the quarter with over $813,000 in 
cash on hand that he can now devote to 
the general election campaign. Rahm 
has not yet announced his second-
quarter numbers.

Craig, who last Saturday called for 
Biden to withdraw from the presiden-
tial race and allow a new nominee to 
emerge, hasn’t announced her latest 
quarterly totals either but fi nished the 
fi rst quarter with $2.8 million in the 
bank.

Politics

The Olympic torch is presented to 
French President Emmanuel Macron 
during the Bastille Day parade on 
July 14 in Paris. The Olympic fl ame is 
lighting up the city’s grandiose Bastille 
Day military parade. It’s 12 days be-
fore the French capital hosts excep-
tionally ambitious and high-security 

Summer Games. (AP)

Tao Robinson

Alabama shooting kills 3: Three peo-
ple including a young child were killed 
when their car was targeted with multiple 
gunshots outside a residence in Birming-
ham, Alabama, on Saturday evening.

The Birmingham Police Department 
said in a social media post that a triple 
homicide investigation was underway in 
the 3400 Block of 27th Street North.

The police said offi cers responded 
around 5:20 pm to a report of a vehicle ac-
cident at the scene of a shooting, WBRC-
TV reported.

A man, woman and a small child in 
the car all suffered gunshot wounds and 
were pronounced dead at the scene by 
emergency medical personnel, WBRC 
reported.

The car at the front yard of a residence 
had numerous bullet holes, WBRC re-
ported. (AP)

❑      ❑      ❑

Crash injures 7 fi refi ghters: Author-
ities say seven fi refi ghters were injured 
when two tanker trucks crashed while re-
sponding to a large blaze in York, Penn-
sylvania.

Offi cials said the crash occurred short-
ly before 11 pm Friday in Spring Garden 
Township, about a third of a mile from the 
large warehouse fi re in the city.

The York New Salem Volunteer Fire 
Company said in a post on its Facebook 
page that fi ve members sustained injuries 
ranging from “some minor bumps and 
bruises to some being a little more seri-
ous” - but none of the injuries were life-
threatening.

Chief David Rittenhouse of the Laurel 
Fire Company No. 1 of Windsor said both 
fi refi ghters staffi ng its tanker were taken 
to WellSpan York Hospital for evaluation 
but had been discharged by 1 am Satur-
day.

“It’s been a very long night,” the New 
Salem company’s post said. “At this point 
all we know is there was an accident in-
volving a couple pieces of fi re apparatus. 
We are asking everyone to please keep 
all involved from our station and the two 
members of the Laurel Fire Co in your 
thoughts and prayers.” (AP)

❑      ❑      ❑

America

Zhao Leji, chairman of China’s National People’s Congress (NPC) Standing 
Committee, meets with Russian President Vladimir Putin in St. Petersburg, Rus-
sia on July 11. At the invitation of Viacheslav Volodin, chairman of the Russian 
parliament’s lower house, the State Duma, and Chairwoman of Russian Federa-
tion Council Valentina Matviyenko, Zhao paid an offi cial goodwill visit to Russia 

from July 9 to 13. (Xinhua)

Court reverses conviction: A federal 
appeals court has reversed the conviction 
of a researcher who was accused of hiding 
work he did in China while employed at 

the University of Kansas.
Feng “Franklin” Tao was convicted 

in April 2022 of three counts of wire 
fraud and one count of making a mate-

rially false statement. US District Judge 
Julie Robinson threw out the wire fraud 
convictions a few months later but let the 
false statement conviction stand. She later 
sentenced him to time served.

But the 10th US Circuit Court of Ap-
peals in Kansas City, Missouri, on Thurs-
day ruled that the government failed to 
provide suffi cient evidence that Tao’s 
failure to disclose his potential confl ict of 
interest actually mattered, and it directed 
the lower court to acquit him of that sole 
remaining count. (AP)

❑      ❑      ❑

Vermont fl oods up concerns: The 
latest fl ooding in Vermont has added 
fresh urgency to concerns about the hun-
dreds of dams in the state, a third of which 
are more than a century old.

This week’s deluge from the remnants 
of Hurricane Beryl wasn’t as bad for the 
hundreds of dams compared to last year’s 
fl oods, when fi ve failed and nearly 60 
overtopped. But the second bad fl ood in a 
year raises concerns about the viability of 
these structures as climate change brings 
heavier rains and more powerful storms.

“The many thousands of obsolete dams 
that remain in our rivers do not provide 
protection from fl ooding, despite what 
many may think,” Andrew Fisk, the 
northeast regional director for the en-
vironmental advocacy group American 
Rivers, said. (AP)
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the highest murder rates in the world. (AP)
❑     ❑     ❑

2 offi cers killed in Mexico: Two po-
lice offi cers were shot to death in the em-
battled Mexican city of Celaya amid a wave 
of targeted attacks that authorities said were 
likely carried out by a drug cartel.

A total of 18 Celaya police offi cers have 
been shot to death so far this year, making 
the city of a half million inhabitants prob-
ably the most dangerous city in the hemi-
sphere for police.

“This is something that worries us a lot, 
and more than that it hurts,” President An-
drés Manuel López Obrador said of the 
attacks.

Authorities confi rmed that gunmen 
opened fi re on police in at least four dif-
ferent locations in and around Celaya on 
Wednesday. Police sources and the federal 
government said the brutal Santa Rosa de 
Lima gang appears to have been behind the 
attacks.

Celaya is located in the north-central 
state of Guanajuato, which has the highest 
number of homicides of any state in Mexi-
co, largely due to drug cartel and gang turf 
wars.

An employee of the 300-member Cel-
aya police force who was not authorized 
to speak publicly about the matter said that 
gunmen opened fi re on three unarmed mu-
nicipal traffi c offi cers while they were set-
ting up a checkpoint to check vehicle regis-
trations. (AP)

Africa

Tunisia candidates held

Terrorism rampant
in Sahel: UN envoy
UNITED NATIONS, July 14, (Agencies): Terror-
ism and organized crime by violent extremist groups 
linked to al-Qaida and the Islamic State are a “perva-
sive threat” in Africa’s volatile Sahel region and are 
spilling over to West Africa’s coastal countries, the 
top UN envoy for the area warned Friday.

Leonardo Simão, the UN special representative for 
the Sahel and West Africa, said the focus on com-
bating terrorism has had limited effect in stopping 
rampant illegal traffi cking in the Sahel and the effort 
needs more police.

“It’s drugs, it’s weapons, it’s human beings, it’s min-
eral resources, and even food,” Simão said after brief-

ing the UN Security Council.
According to Secretary-Gen-

eral Antonio Guterres’ new 
report on the Sahel and West 
Africa, hundreds of people have 
been killed in the fi rst half of 
2024 alone in terrorist attacks, 
many of them civilians..

The vast majority of deaths 
occurred in Burkina Faso, 
Mali and Niger, whose ruling 
military juntas in March an-
nounced a joint security force 
to fi ght terrorism, though the 

force has yet to begin operations. The three countries 
are increasingly cutting ties with the US military and 
allying with Russia on its security challenges.

Last week, the three juntas doubled down on their 
decision to leave the Economic Community of West 
African States, the nearly 50-year-old regional bloc 
known as ECOWAS, following the creation of their 
own security partnership, the Alliance of Sahel States, 
in September.

Simão did not comment on the countries’ inter-
national alliances, but said their withdrawals from 
ECOWAS will be “harmful to both sides.” He lauded 
ECOWAS for taking a’ “vigorous approach” to en-
gaging with Burkina Faso, Mali and Niger and urged 
the countries to maintain regional unity.

   Support
He called for the UN’s continued support of the 

Accra Initiative, a military platform involving Burki-
na Faso and nearby coastal countries to contain the 
spread of extremism in the Sahel. He also said the Se-
curity Council should pursue fi nancing regionally led 
police operations.

US Ambassador Linda Thomas-Greenfi eld ex-
pressed support for ECOWAS and UN efforts in West 
Africa and the Sahel and said the Security Council 
“must also step up.”

Thomas-Greenfi eld urged increased funding and 
the appointment of a UN resident coordinator in the 
region, saying a UN presence is critical to support 
UNdevelopment efforts “as well as ensuring the deliv-
ery of much needed humanitarian assistance.”

Russia’s deputy ambassador, Anna Evstigneeva, 
countered that international security efforts amount to 
an “attempt to continue imposing new colonial models” 
on Burkina Faso, Mali and Niger. She accused Western 
donors of limiting assistance for “political reasons.”

“Mali, Burkina Faso and Niger are conducting an 
uncompromising and coordinated fi ght against terror-
ist groups and they are achieving success and stabiliz-
ing their territories,” Evstigneeva said.

The region’s deadliest terrorist attacks this year 
took place in Burkina Faso, where the militant jihadist 
groups Jama’at Nusrat al-Islam wal-Muslimin, which 
has ties to al-Qaida, and the Islamic State claim “exten-
sive swaths” of territory, Guterres said in the report. In 
February alone, major terrorist attacks killed 301 peo-
ple, including a single assault that claimed 170 lives.

According to the Armed Confl ict Location and 
Event Data Project, there were 361 confl ict-related 
deaths in Niger during the fi rst three months of 2024, 
a signifi cant increase from 250 over the same period 
last year.

Also:
MOGADISHU, Somalia: Five prisoners and three sol-
diers were killed Saturday in a failed attempt by some 
inmates to break out of a prison in the Somali capital, 
Mogadishu, a corrections offi cer said.

Twenty-one people were wounded in the Satur-
day morning incident, said Col. Abdikani Khalaf, 
spokesman for the Somali army’s custodial corps.

Speaking after the incident was over, he told report-
ers that some inmates armed with small arms and hand 
grenades exchanged fi re with guards.

State-run media reported that an elite police unit in-
tervened to thwart the attempted jailbreak.

The gunfi re and explosions had interrupted weeks 
of relative calm for residents of Mogadishu, which 
faces sporadic attacks from the Islamic militant group 
al-Shabab.

The prisoners involved in the attempted jailbreak 
were believed to be members of al-Shabab, although it 
has not claimed responsibility for the incident.

Somali authorities said they had launched an investi-
gation into how inmates were able to acquire weapons.

This is not the fi rst instance of an attempted jail-
break at Mogadishu’s main prison. A similar event 
in 2020 resulted in the loss of nine lives as inmates 
clashed with security guards while trying to fl ee.

❑     ❑     ❑

TUNIS, Tunisia: As elections approach in Tunisia, 
potential candidates are facing arrest or being sum-
moned to appear in court as authorities clamp down 
on those planning to challenge President Kais Saied.

On Friday, a judge in a Tunis court put a potential 
presidential candidate under a gag order and restricted 
his movements. Abdellatif Mekki, who served as 
Tunisia’s health minister and was a prominent leader 
of the Islamist movement Ennahda before founding 
his own political party, is among a group of former 
politicians being investigated for the 2014 killing of a 
prominent physician.

His political party, Work and Accomplishment, has 
decried the timing of the murder charges as politically 
motivated due to his plans to run against Saied in Tu-
nisia’s October election.

“We strongly condemn these arbitrary measures, 
considering them political targeting of a serious can-
didate in the presidential elections,” it said in a state-
ment Friday.

Mekki is the latest potential candidate to face legal 
obstacles before campaigning even gets underway in 
the 12 million person North African nation.

The challenges facing opposition candidates are 
a far cry from the democratic hopes felt throughout 
Tunisia a decade ago. The country emerged as one 
of the Arab Spring’s only success stories after depos-
ing former dictator Zine El Abidine Ben Ali in 2011, 
holding peaceful, democratic elections and rewriting 
its constitution in 2014.

Guterres

A North Korean fl ag fl utters in North Korea’s village Gijungdong as seen from a South Korea’s observation post inside the demilitarized zone in Paju, South Korea 
during a media tour, March 3, 2023. North Korea threatened on July 13, 2024, to boost its nuclear fi ghting capability and get the US and South Korea to face 
‘an unimaginably harsh price’ as it slammed its rivals’ new defense guidelines that it says revealed an intention to invade the North. Inset: This undated photo 
provided on July 14, by the North Korean government, North Korean leader Kim Jong Un, (center), inspects a development project in Samjiyon, Ryanggang 

Province, during his July 11-12 visit. (AP)

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi, 
also a member of the Political Bu-
reau of the Communist Party of China 
(CPC) Central Committee, meets with 
Gabonese Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Regis Onanga Ndiaye, who is in China 
for the Second High-Level Conference 
of the Forum on Global Action for 
Shared Development, in Beijing, capi-

tal of China on July 12. (Xinhua)

Bolsonaro Obrador

‘Agency spied on judiciary’: An inves-
tigation by federal police has led to allega-
tions that Brazil’s intelligence agency spied 
on members of the judiciary, lawmakers and 
journalists during the administration of for-
mer president Jair Bolsonaro, court records 
showed .

Among those targeted were Chamber 
Speaker Arthur Lira, Supreme Justice Al-
exandre de Moraes, the former governor of 
Sao Paulo João Dória and members of the 
environmental agency Ibama, according to a 
Supreme Court document signed by Moraes 
himself.

Also targeted were three senators who led 
a parliamentary enquiry into Bolsonaro’s 
actions during the COVID-19 pandemic, in 
addition to well known journalists Mônica 
Bergamo of Folha de S.Paulo newspaper 
and Vera Magalhães of O Globo newspaper.

Police on Thursday carried out fi ve pre-
ventive arrest warrants to dismantle a “crim-
inal organization” that allegedly illegally 
monitored public authorities and produced 
fake news using systems from Brazil’s in-
telligence agency, known by its Portuguese 
acronym ABIN.

The group essentially ran a “parallel 
structure”, the court document said. “The 
criminal organization also illegally accessed 
computers, telephone devices and telecom-
munications infrastructure to monitor peo-
ple and public offi cials,” police said. (AP)

❑     ❑     ❑

US sanctions Venezuela gang: The 
Biden administration sanctioned a Venezue-
lan gang allegedly behind a spree of kidnap-
pings, extortion and other violent crimes 
tied to migrants that have spread across 
Latin America and the United States.

The US also offered a $12 million re-
ward for the arrest of three leaders of Tren 
de Aragua, which now joins the MS-13 
gang from El Salvador and the Mafi a-styled 
Camorra from Italy on a list of transnational 
criminal organizations banned from doing 
business in the US.

“Tren de Aragua poses a deadly criminal 
threat across the region,” the US Treasury 
Department said in a statement, adding that 
it often preys on vulnerable populations 
such as migrant women and girls for sex 
traffi cking.

“When victims seek to escape this exploi-
tation, Tren de Aragua members often kill 
them and publicize their deaths as a threat to 
others,” the statement added.

The Tren de Aragua traces its origins to 
more than a decade ago, to an infamously 
lawless prison in the central state of Ara-
gua where a number of hardened criminals 

Lat/Am

Soldiers raid the Tocorón Penitentiary Center, in Tocorón, Venezuela on Sept 
20, 2023. The Tren de Aragua gang originated at the prison. The Biden admin-
istration on July 11 sanctioned the Venezuelan gang allegedly behind a spree of 
kidnappings, extortion and other violent crimes tied to migrants that have spread 

across Latin America and the United States. (AP)

were held. But it has expanded in recent 
years as millions of desperate Venezuelans 
fl ed President Nicolás Maduro’s rule and 
migrated to other parts of Latin America or 
the US.

Authorities in countries such as Colom-
bia, Peru and Ecuador - with large popula-
tions of Venezuelan migrants - have accused 
the group of being behind a spree of violent 
crimes in a region that has long had some of 

Search on for missing military copter: Cambodia

Kim’s sister hints at fl ying more balloons
SEOUL, South Korea, July 14, 
(Agencies): The powerful sister of 
North Korean leader Kim Jong Un 
vowed Sunday to respond to what 
she called a fresh South Korean ci-
vilian leafl eting campaign, signaling 
North Korea would soon resume fl y-
ing trash-carrying balloons across the 
border.

Since late May, North Korea has 
fl oated numerous balloons carrying 
waste paper, scraps of cloth, cigarette 
butts and even manure toward South 
Korea on a series of late-night launch 
events, saying they were a tit-for-tat 
action against South Korean activists 
scattering political leafl ets via their 
own balloons. No hazardous materi-
als have been found. South Korea 
responded by suspending a 2018 ten-
sion-reduction deal with North Korea 
and resumed live-fi re drills at border 
areas.

In a statement carried by state me-
dia, Kim Yo Jong said that “dirty 
leafl ets and things of (the South Ko-
rean) scum” were found again in bor-
der and other areas in North Korea on 
Sunday morning.

“Despite the repeated warnings of 
(North Korea), the (South Korean) 
scum are not stopping this crude and 
dirty play,” she said.

Ready
“We have fully introduced our 

countermeasure in such situation. 
The (South Korean) clans will be 
tired from suffering a bitter embar-
rassment and must be ready for pay-
ing a very high price for their dirty 
play,” Kim Yo Jong said.

North Korea last sent rubbish-car-
rying balloons toward South Korea 
in late July. It wasn’t immediately 
known if, and from which activists’ 
group in South Korea, balloons were 
sent to North Korea recently. For 
years, groups led by North Korean 
defectors have fl oated huge balloons 
carrying anti-Pyongyang leafl ets, 
USB sticks containing K-pop songs 
and South Korean drama, and U.S. 
dollar bills toward North Korea.

Experts say North Korea views 
such balloons campaigns as a grave 
provocation that can threaten its lead-
ership because it bans offi cial access 
to foreign news for most of its 26 mil-
lion people.

On June 9, South Korea redeployed 
gigantic loudspeakers along the bor-
der for the fi rst time in six years, and 
resumed anti-North Korean propa-
ganda broadcasts.

South Korean offi cials say they 
don’t restrict activists from fl ying 
leafl ets to North Korea, in line with 
a 2023 constitutional court ruling that 
struck down a contentious law crimi-
nalizing such leafl eting, calling it a 
violation of free speech.

Kim Yo Jong’s statement came 
a day after North Korea’s Defense 
Ministry threatened to bolster its nu-
clear capability and make the U.S. 
and South Korea pay “an unimagi-
nably harsh price” as it slammed its 
rivals’ new defense guidelines that it 
says reveal an intention to invade the 
North.

❑     ❑     ❑

‘Search on for missing copter’: 
Cambodia’s Defense Ministry on Sat-
urday announced that a military heli-
copter had gone missing while fl ying 
over the heavily forested Cardamom 
Mountain range in the country’s 
southwest, confi rming earlier media 
reports that contact with the aircraft 
had been lost on Friday.

The brief statement said the heli-
copter had been on a training fl ight, 
and was fl ying in bad weather when 
air force headquarters lost touch with 
it. The statement did not say how 
many people were aboard. An inten-
sive search for the missing aircraft 
was launched Saturday morning, the 
statement said. Local press reports 
said the search was focused on Pursat 
province.

In 2014, a Chinese-made Z-9 heli-
copter crashed in a pond south of the 
Cambodian capital, Phnom Penh, 
killing two generals who headed the 
air force’s helicopter unit along with 
two pilots.

Police at that time said the helicop-
ter had been on a training exercise, 
and the cause of the accident was not 
clear.

❑     ❑     ❑

3 dead in Japan landslide: Three 
people have been confi rmed dead af-
ter they were trapped in a landslide in 
the early hours of Friday in western 
Japanese prefecture of Ehime, ac-
cording to local authorities.

Firefi ghters and police searched 
the disaster-hit area in Matsuyama, 
Ehime Prefecture, and found two 
men and one woman on Saturday af-
ternoon. They were later confi rmed to 
be members of a family who had been 
reported missing since the landslide.

The victims were a man in his 90s, 
a woman in her 80s and their son in 
his 40s, who were living in a wooden 
house that collapsed due to the land-
slide.

At around 4 a.m. local time on 
Friday, a slope measuring around 50 
meters wide and 100 meters high col-
lapsed from a mountain, with mud 
fl owing into nearby homes and apart-
ments. Local authorities had been 
searching for the three missing peo-
ple after the disaster.

There were no further reports of 
anybody missing and the search was 
called off at the landslide site.

The landslide occurred as the 
country’s weather agency warned of 
heavy rain mainly in western Japan, 
urging people to be on high alert for 
landslides and fl ooding in low-lying 
areas. 

❑     ❑     ❑

Philippine fl ooding kills 1: At least 
one person died and two others were 
missing after fl ooding hit parts of the 
southern Philippines over the week-
end, a government agency monitor-
ing disasters said Sunday.

The National Disaster Risk Re-
duction and Management Council 
said that the lone fatality was due to 
drowning, reported in Davao Occi-
dental province on Friday.

The two missing people were re-
portedly swept away by a strong cur-
rent while crossing a river in Bukid-
non province.

The agency said the fl ooding af-
fected nearly 39,000 people in four 
regions. Around 10,000 displaced vil-
lagers of the affected population have 
stayed in evacuation centers while 
waiting for the fl ood to subside.

The agency recorded at least eight 
landslides triggered by incessant 
rains in Davao region and Zamboan-
ga Peninsula.

The fl oods have damaged at least 
47 houses in two regions, 40 roads, 
and two bridges in four regions of the 
Southeast Asian country.

Asia



Boursa general index gains 1.8% by mid-2024 Gulf stock exchanges see 43.9% surge in liquidity

A recent report sheds light on signifi cant dispari-
ties between market prices and book values among 
companies listed on the Kuwait Stock Exchange 
(KSE), despite a notable increase in market liquid-
ity, reports Al-Jarida daily.

The report underscores the expectation that 
stock prices should rise in tandem with increased 
market liquidity, which saw a rise of about 31.7% 
in the fi rst half of the current year compared to the 
same period in 2023, following a steep decline of 
-29.5% the previous year.

Despite the rise in liquidity, refl ected in the KSE’s 
general index gaining 1.8% by mid-year compared 

to year-end 2023, there remains a disconnect be-
tween liquidity strength and market index move-
ments. 

This discrepancy complicates the understanding 
of market dynamics, as indices may not fully mirror 
liquidity improvements.

The report highlights a widespread phenomenon 
where many listed companies exhibit signifi cant 
discrepancies between their market share prices 
and book values. 

Analysis of fi nancial statements from the fi rst 
quarter of 2024 and closing prices at mid-year re-
veals:

In a dynamic period for Gulf stock exchanges, Al-
Shall reported substantial changes in liquidity levels 
across the region’s markets, reports Al-Jarida daily.

The total liquidity of the seven exchanges surged 
from $250.7 billion in the fi rst half of 2023 to $360.9 
billion in the same period of 2024, marking a robust 
increase of approximately 43.9%. This rise was 
predominantly driven by signifi cant gains in Saudi 
Arabia’s market liquidity, while two other exchang-
es experienced varying declines.

Saudi Arabia witnessed the highest relative in-
crease in liquidity, soaring by 72.1% compared to 
the fi rst half of 2023. However, despite this liquid-

ity boost, the Saudi market index incurred losses 
of approximately -2.4% by the end of 2023. This 
dichotomy underscores the divergence between li-
quidity levels and market performance metrics.

Similarly, the Kuwait Stock Exchange recorded 
a 31.7% rise in liquidity, albeit with modest index 
gains of 1.8%, the lowest in the region, while the 
Bahrain Stock Exchange saw a notable 31.9% in-
crease in liquidity, accompanied by index gains of 
about 2.7%.

 The Muscat Stock Exchange ranked fourth in 
liquidity increase at 31.1%, achieving the highest 
index gains in the region at 3.8%.

Market Movements         14-07-2024

Business   Change Closing pts
SAUDI - Tadawul +89.14 11,881.55

   Change Closing pts
EGYPT - EGX 30 -245.92 28,042.06

Kuwait’s economic performance 
and policy initiatives over 5 years

Private sector stagnant at 5%

Kuwait Vision 2035 objectives
slack behind, reports Al-Shall

KUWAIT CITY, July 14: The report 
issued by the General Secretariat of 
the Supreme Council for Planning and 
Development highlights several key 
economic indicators and factors in-
fl uencing Kuwait’s economy over the 
past fi ve years, reports Al-Qabas daily.

The report says local infl ation 
rates in Kuwait remained relatively 
low compared to global levels due to 
strong social safety nets and govern-
ment subsidies on many commodities 
while the economic growth in terms of 
GDP growth rate experienced signifi -
cant fl uctuations.

In 2019 it was 0.9 percent, in 2020: 
-21.8 percent (largely due to economic 
challenges); in 2021: 29.9 percent 
(beginning of economic recovery), in 
2022: 30.9 percent (peak growth) and 
in 2023: 11.1 percent (decline from 
peak).

Local demand for goods and ser-
vices saw fl uctuations – in 2019 it rose 
by 0.3 percent, 2020: contracted by 3.4 
percent; 2021-2022: showed growth, 
peaking at 8.5 percent and 2023: de-
creased to 3.2 percent.

The average interest rates in Ku-
wait increased in 2022 and 2023 due 
to monetary policy adjustments by the 
Central Bank -- 2022: increased by 
2.35 percent; 2023: increased further 
by 4.13 percent and previously de-

creased in 2020 and 2021.
Kuwait’s crude oil production var-

ied – in 2019: 2,683 thousand barrels 
per day; 2020-2021 saw production re-
ductions; in 2022 production increased 
to 2.706 million barrels per day and in 
2023 production reduced to 2.58 mil-
lion barrels per day.

Government policies -- Measures 
since 2019 aimed at reducing infl ation 
included forming committees for food 
security, enhancing the pharmaceutical 
system, and implementing price moni-
toring to combat price hikes.

Import dependence -- Despite gov-
ernment efforts, prices of non-subsi-
dized goods were impacted by global 
infl ation due to Kuwait’s reliance on 
imported consumer goods. Price in-
creases were notable from 2019 to 
2022, with a slowdown in 2023.

In Global Economic Context the 
global infl ation rates also fl uctuated 
as follows: in 2019 it was 2.2 percent; 
in 2020: 1.9 percent; in 2021: 3.5 per-
cent; in 2022: 8.3 percent (peak) and 
in 2023: 6.4 percent (decreased from 
peak)

The report underscores the intercon-
nectedness of Kuwait’s economy with 
global economic trends and the impor-
tance of robust government policies in 
managing economic stability and infl a-
tionary pressures.

KUWAIT CITY, July 14: A recent 
economic report by Al-Shall highlight-
ed the lack of substantial advancement 
in achieving the objectives of Kuwait 
Vision 2035 during the 2010-2024 pe-
riod, reports Al-Seyassah daily.

Key fi ndings from the report:
Public sector employment among 

citizens increased from 74% to 80%, 
while private sector employment re-
mained stagnant at around 5%. This 
contradicts the Vision 2035 goal of en-
hancing the private sector’s role.

Capital spending rose by 7.7% but 
was not fully utilized in any fi scal 
year. This spending on high-cost con-
struction projects did not contribute to 
sustainable job creation or increased 
production of goods and services.

Import reliance remains at 90%, and 
crude oil exports still account for over 
90% of export revenue, indicating a 
lack of economic diversifi cation.

The private sector’s contribution 
to GDP fl uctuated between 23% and 

38%, averaging 30%, driven primarily 
by oil market variables rather than tar-
geted economic strategies.

The upcoming fl ood of development 
projects lack any reference to their po-
tential impact on national job creation 
or private sector economic contribu-
tions, focusing mainly on population 
and housing expansion.

The report criticized the descriptive 
and reactive nature of the General Sec-
retariat’s reporting, emphasizing the 
need for proactive policies that fore-
see and mitigate potential economic 
bottlenecks.

In summary, the economic report 
highlights the lack of substantial prog-
ress in achieving the key objectives of 
Kuwait Vision 2035, such as enhanc-
ing the role of the private sector, di-
versifying the economy, and creating 
sustainable employment opportunities 
for citizens. The report calls for more 
proactive and targeted policy interven-
tions to address these shortcomings.

‘Commitment to innovation’

KUWAIT CITY, July 14: The 
head of Kuwait’s Insurance 
Regulatory Unit, Mohammed 
Al-Otaibi, highlighted key risks 
facing the insurance sector and 
outlined strategic plans to ad-
dress them, reports Al-Jarida 
daily. 

He identified legislative 
stagnation as a historical risk, 
emphasizing the importance 
of updated laws in protecting 
both customers and compa-
nies. 

Al-Otaibi stressed the need for 
enhanced insurance awareness 
among the public and industry 
professionals to prevent mis-
informed decisions and ensure 
comprehensive coverage. 

He also underscored the ne-
cessity for digital infrastructure 

development to replace outdated 
paper-based systems, enhancing 
operational effi ciency and regu-
latory oversight.

Al-Otaibi outlined the unit’s 
pivotal role in safeguarding 
consumer rights and fostering a 
transparent market environment 
through proactive regulatory 
measures. 

The unit’s strategic initiatives 
include establishing the Central 
Insurance Warehouse Company, 
aimed at centralizing insurance 
data and facilitating effi cient 
claims management. 

Moreover, Al-Otaibi empha-
sized the unit’s commitment to 
promoting innovation, support-
ing Kuwaitization efforts, and 
driving digital transformation 
across the insurance sector.

IRU highlights key risks
facing insurance sector

Kuwait’s non-oil exports surge
8% in first five months of 2024

Exports to GCC countries rise by 5%

By Marwa Al-Bahrawi
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, July 14: 
Kuwait’s non-oil exports 
experienced a remarkable 
8% increase during the 
first five months of 2024 
compared to the same pe-
riod in 2023. Total exports 
reached approximately 227 
million dinars, up 10 mil-
lion dinars from 217 mil-
lion dinars in the same pe-
riod last year.

The exports were distributed 
across various regions:

Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) Countries: Exports to GCC 
countries amounted to 85 million 
dinars, a 5% increase over the 
same period in 2023.

Arab Countries: Exports to Arab 
countries totaled 36 million dinars, a 
substantial 33% increase.

European Countries: Exports to 
European countries reached 4.3 mil-
lion dinars, a 37% jump.

African Countries: Exports to 
African countries more than dou-
bled, increasing by 63% to 523 thou-
sand dinars.

Asian and Australian Conti-
nents: Exports to these regions 
surged by 40% to 221 million dinars.

Two American Continents: Ex-
ports to the Americas increased by 
61% to 592 thousand dinars.

Monthly export figures also 
showed strong growth, with the ex-
ception of April, which saw a 30% 
decline compared to the same month 
in 2023. The other months recorded 

Private housing transactions fall 20.6%

Kuwait’s real estate market 
liquidity dips 15.7% in June
KUWAIT CITY, July 14: Recent data 
from the Real Estate Registration and 
Documentation Department of the 
Ministry of Justice revealed a decrease 
in liquidity within Kuwait’s real estate 
market for June 2024 compared to 
the previous month, reports Al-Jarida 
daily. 

The total value of contract trades in 
June amounted to approximately 316.4 
million dinars, marking a decline of 
- 15.7 percent from May’s liquidity 
level of 375.4 million dinars. 

However, this figure represents a 
significant increase of 50.6 percent 
compared to June 2023, which re-
corded 210.1 million dinars in trans-
actions.

June 2024 saw a total of 323 con-
tract deals, all of which contributed 
to the market’s liquidity dynamics. 
Al-Ahmadi Governorate led with 119 
deals (36.8 percent of the total), fol-
lowed by Hawalli Governorate with 
73 deals (22.6 percent), while Al-Jahra 
Governorate reported the lowest num-
ber with 19 deals (5.9 percent).

Transactions in private housing ac-

tivities totaled around 107 million di-
nars, down - 20.6 percent from May’s 
134.8 million dinars. 

This sector constituted 33.8 percent 
of total transactions, a slight decrease 
from May’s 35.9 percent while the av-
erage value per transaction increased 
by 7.4 percent to approximately 491 
thousand dinars.

The investment housing activities 
surged to about 112.1 million dinars, 
up 56.3 percent from May’s 71.7 mil-
lion dinars. This sector’s contribution 
to total liquidity rose to 35.4 percent 
from 19.1 percent in May. 

Despite fewer transactions (84 
compared to 103 in May), the aver-
age transaction value rose sharply 
by 91.7 percent to about 1.3 million 
dinars.

The commercial activity, however, 
declined sharply to 93.7 million dinars, 
a - 43.0 percent decrease from May’s 
164.5 million dinars. This sector’s 
contribution to total transactions fell to 
29.6 percent from 43.8 percent in May, 
while the average transaction value 
for commercial activities decreased 

by -40.0 percent to approximately 4.9 
million dinars.

The warehouse activities saw two 
transactions worth 3.6 million dinars in 
June 2024, down - 16.9 percent from 
May’s 4.3 million dinars.

Comparing June 2024 to June 2023, 
the market showed a 50.6 percent in-
crease in liquidity, driven primarily by 
a substantial rise of 180.8 percent in 
commercial activity liquidity. 

For the fi rst half of 2024, total mar-
ket liquidity increased by 11.2 percent 
compared to the same period in 2023, 
reaching approximately 1.573 billion 
dinars.

If market liquidity continues at the 
current rate for the remainder of the 
year, projected annual trading could 
reach approximately 3.145 billion di-
nars, an 8.6 percent increase over the 
previous year.

These insights highlight the dy-
namic shifts within Kuwait’s real 
estate market, refl ecting changes in 
transaction volumes and sectoral con-
tributions amid fl uctuating economic 
conditions.

the following increases:
January 2024: 4% increase to 23 

million dinars
February 2024: 14% increase to 

21 million dinars
March 2024: 27.5% increase to 

40 million dinars
May 2024: 12.5% increase to 24 

million dinars
The significant growth in Ku-

wait’s non-oil exports across vari-
ous regions highlights the country’s 

efforts to diversify its economy and 
reduce its reliance on oil revenues. 
The data suggests that Kuwait’s stra-
tegic trade initiatives and increased 
global demand for its products have 
contributed to this positive trend.

Saudi led region raising total of $2.1 billion

GCC IPOs raise $3.6 billion in H1 2024
KUWAIT CITY, July 14: Ku-
wait Financial Centre “Markaz” 
released its research report titled 
“Initial Public Offerings (IPO)in 
the GCC markets”, stating that the 
region has raised total proceeds of 
USD 3.6 billion through 23 offer-
ings during the fi rst six months of 
2024, marking a year-on-year de-
cline in value by 32% compared to 
the fi rst half of 2023, where issu-
ers raised USD 5.3 billion through 
21offerings.

Geographical Allocation: 
Markaz’s report stated that Sau-

di Arabia led the region in terms of 
IPO proceeds during the fi rst half, 
raising a total of USD 2.1 billion 
from 19 offerings constituting 59% 
of total GCC IPO proceeds. This 
represented an increase of 141% in 
the value of Saudi IPOs compared 
to H1-2023. In the UAE, IPO 
proceeds totaled USD 1.3 billion 
during the period with 3 offerings 
constituting 37% of total GCC IPO 
proceeds. However, this marked a 
decline of 67% in UAE proceeds 
compared to the same period of 
last year. In Kuwait, IPO proceeds 
totaled USD 147 million during the 
period with 1 offering constituting 
4% of total GCC IPO proceeds.

Sector Allocation:
The Healthcare sector accounted 

for nearly 22% of the total pro-
ceeds during the period through 
three offerings amounting to a 
total of USD 788 million in pro-
ceeds led by Dr. Soliman Fakeeh 
Hospital IPO that raised USD 764 
million. The Technology sector 
raised more than USD 515 million 
through the IPO of Alef Education, 
constituting 14% of total GCC IPO 
proceeds raised during the period. 
This was followed by IPOs from 
the Industrials, Consumer Staples, 
Food and Beverages, Commercial 
& Professional Services and Insur-
ance sectors that constituted 12%, 
11%, 9%, 8% and 6% respectively. 
Other sectors primarily include 
companies from the Financial 
Services, Utilities, Capital Goods, 
Pharma Biotech & Life Science, 

Materials, Software & Services, 
and Consumer Services.

Exchange Allocation:
Saudi Arabia market (Tadawul) 

recorded 59% of the total IPO pro-
ceeds with the total value of USD 
1.95 billion listed in its Main Market 
and USD 143 million in Nomu-Par-
allel Market. Dubai Financial Market 
(DFM) hosted a total of USD 805 
million constituting 23% of the total 
GCC IPO proceeds, while Abu Dha-
bi Securities Exchange (ADX) saw a 
total of USD 515 million accounting 
for 14% of the total proceeds during 
the period. Kuwait accounted for 4% 
of the total GCC IPO proceeds with 
USD 147 million listed on Boursa 
Kuwait.

Top 5GCC IPOs by Proceeds 

during Q1-2024:
Markaz’s report highlights the 

top 5 GCC IPOS by proceeds dur-
ing H1-2024 as follows:

Dr. Soliman Abdulkader Fa-
keeh Hospital Companyraised a 
total of USD 764 million in pro-
ceeds, marking the largest IPO in 
H1 2024. The company offered 
49.8 million shares, or 21% stake, 
which was covered 119 times. The 
IPO proceeds constituted 21% of 
total GCC IPO proceeds during the 
period. The company was listed on 
Tadawul’s Main Market on the 5th 
of June 2024.

Alef Education IPO raised a to-
tal of 515 million USD in proceeds 
making it the second largest IPO in 
2024. The company offered 1.4bil-
lion shares, or 20% stake which 

was covered 39 times.The IPO 
proceeds constituted 14% of total 
GCC IPO proceeds during the pe-
riod. The company was listed on 
June 11th on ADX.

Parkin Company IPO raised a 
total of USD 429 million in pro-
ceeds. The company offered 750 
million shares or 25% stake. The 
IPO proceeds constituted 12% of 
total GCC IPO proceeds during the 
period and was covered 165 times. 
The company was listed on DFM 
on March 21st. 

Spinneys Company IPO raised 
a total of USD 375 million in pro-
ceeds. Spinneys Company offered 
900millionshares or 25% stake 
and was covered 64 times. The 
proceeds constituted 11% of total 
GCC IPO proceeds in H1 2024. 
The company was listed on DFM 
on the 9th of May. 

Modern Mills Company raised 
a total of USD 314 million in 
proceeds through the sale of 24.5 
million shares, or 30% stake, and 
was covered 127 times. Modern 
Mills Company IPO constituted 
9% of total GCC IPO proceeds of 
H1 2024. The company was listed 
on Tawadul’s Main Market on the 
27th of March.

Recycling industry growth could create 50,000 jobs in Gulf

Gulf countries eye $2 trillion boost from green projects by 2030
KUWAIT CITY, July 14: The report by Strategy&, a con-
sulting firm, highlights significant opportunities for Gulf 
countries in green projects and sustainable financing, aim-
ing to boost their economies and create jobs by 2030, reports 
Al-Qabas daily.

Here are the key points from the report:
Economic Impact -- Investing in green projects and sustain-

able fi nancing could potentially contribute $2 trillion to the Gulf 
economies by 2030 and generate over a million jobs across sec-
tors like agriculture, food, construction, energy, transportation, 
and water and waste management.

Recycling Industry -- Increasing recycling rates from 10 per-
cent to 40 percent in Gulf countries could create approximately 
50,000 new jobs and enhance the recycling market valued at 
around $6 billion.

Capital Markets -- The report emphasizes the need to en-

hance Gulf countries’ capital markets to facilitate investments in 
sustainable projects. This includes improving market liquidity 
and investor accessibility, which are currently lagging behind 
global standards.

Green Finance -- There is a signifi cant opportunity in green 
fi nancing within the Gulf region, leveraging developed capital 
markets.

Initiatives like green bonds and sustainable fi nance frame-
works are gaining traction, with over $8.5 billion in green bonds 
and sukuk issuances recorded in 2022, up from $605 million in 
2021.

Strategic Priorities -- To capitalize on these opportunities, 
the report identifi es four key priorities such as promoting en-
vironmental sustainability, establishing green sovereign funds, 
strengthening capital markets and developing transparent mech-
anisms for environmental performance.

Green Hydrogen -- The report also highlights the potential of 
green hydrogen energy in the Gulf, with projections suggesting 
a market worth $300 billion annually by 2050. Gulf countries 
are in a favorable position to capitalize on green hydrogen pro-
duction technologies.

Global Perspective -- Globally, achieving the UN’s Sustain-
able Development Goals requires substantial investments, esti-
mated at $4.2 trillion annually. The fi nancial sector is increas-
ingly directing funds towards sustainable assets, with global 
sustainable investments surpassing $30 trillion by the end of 
2022.

Overall, the report underscores the transformative potential 
of sustainable investments in the Gulf region, urging govern-
ments and fi nancial institutions to seize these opportunities to 
drive economic growth, job creation, and environmental sus-
tainability.

Markaz Logo 



more Chinese enterprises motivated to trade green electricity: experts

Several provincial regions across China reported ro-
bust trade in green electricity and green certifi cates 
during the fi rst half of 2024, amid the country’s drive to 
deliver on its dual carbon promises.

Experts cited growing demand for both domestic 
and global enterprises to reduce emissions, coupled 
with policy facilitation, as causes to drive the increas-
ingly brisk trade. 

Among the provincial regions that registered surges in 
the trading volume of green electricity, northwest China’s 
Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region saw 860 million kil-
owatt-hours (kWh) of green electricity transacted during 
the fi rst half of this year. This fi gure marks an increase of 

two times compared to the entire year of 2023.
Moreover, electricity users in Xinjiang had pur-

chased more than 1.44 million green certifi cates during 
the fi rst six months, 3.5 times the volume recorded in 
the same period last year.

In northeast China’s Heilongjiang Province, the trans-
action volume of green electricity in the fi rst six months 
had reached 741 million kWh, including 686 million kWh 
of wind power and 55 million kWh of photovoltaics, a 
surge of 5.3 times compared with the entire year of 2023. 

Additionally, the fi rst six months saw over 5.15 mil-
lion green certifi cates transacted in the northeastern 
province, about 1.22 million more than the volume 

throughout 2023.   
In Shanghai, over 15 million green certifi cates had 

been transacted from January to early June, a steep 
rise from the annual volume of 460,000 in 2023. 

Power users can achieve green electricity consump-
tion through green electricity trading or purchasing 
green certifi cates.

Green electricity refers to electricity with zero or 
near-zero carbon dioxide emissions during its produc-
tion process. This is crucial for a company’s journey 
toward achieving carbon neutrality and for transform-
ing and upgrading the entire industry.

Buyers of green electricity will also obtain a green 

certifi cate as proof. Each government-issued cer-
tifi cate represents 1,000 kWh of electricity generated 
from renewable energy.

Green electricity and certifi cate trading offer enter-
prises opportunities to achieve energy conservation and 
emission reduction targets while promoting renewable 
energy consumption, said Zhao Pengfei, staff member 
at Shanghai Power Exchange Center Company Ltd.

The sharp increase in the trading volume underlines 
the constant improvement of relevant policies and 
mechanisms, as well as enterprises’ growing aware-
ness for energy conservation and emission reduction, 
Zhao noted.  (Xinhua)
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Mixed US infl ation data raises mkt expectations of further rate cuts
By NBK

United States
Fed Chair Jerome Powell Testimony

Federal Reserve Chair Jerome Powell testifi ed 
that infl ation has signifi cantly decreased from its 
peak two years ago, but more progress is needed 
before cutting interest rates. Powell emphasized 
the need for confi dence that infl ation is moving 
sustainably toward the 2% target. While recent 
infl ation data shows modest progress, the Fed 
remains cautious. Powell’s testimony before the 
Senate Banking Committee highlighted the bal-
ance the Fed seeks between stabilizing prices and 
maximizing employment, and that key decisions 
are being taken without considering political pres-
sure. “Our undertaking is to make decisions when 
and as they need to be made, based on the data, 
the incoming data, the evolving outlook and the 
balance of risks, and not in consideration of other 
factors, and that would include political factors” 
Powell said.The Fed’s key interest rate remains 
high, with offi cials projecting a single rate cut this 
year, down from previous forecasts. Powell also 
noted that the job market is strong but not over-
heated, with recent signs of cooling. The Fed is 
also monitoring consumer spending, which has 
shown signs of weakening, adding complexity to 
their decision-making on interest rates.

Mixed Infl ation Data
The Consumer Price Index (CPI) report for 

June showed infl ation slowing down more than 
anticipated, coming in at 3% annually from 3.3% 
in May and 3.1% forecasted. On a monthly basis, 
infl ation fell 0.1% whereas it was expected that 
it would rise 0.1%. This marks the fi rst monthly 
decline of infl ation since the COVID pandemic 
in May 2020 driven by a fall in energy prices as 
well as new and used cars. Core infl ation, which 
excludes volatile energy and food components, 
rose 0.1% on the month and 3.3% annually, a 
three-year low. On the other hand, the Producer 
Price Index (PPI) rose 2.6% annually versus 
2.2% previously and 2.3% forecasted. Annual 

core PPI increased 3% versus 2.5% forecasted 
and 2.3% previously and jumped 0.4% on the 
month while it was expected to rise 0.2%. The 
higher-than-expected PPI print confl icts with the 
CPI report released prior, leaving traders scram-
bling to gauge the direction of infl ation and 
monetary policy. Markets are pricing in three 
rate cuts by year-end totaling 75 bps worth of 
reductions beginning in September’s meeting.

Consumer Sentiment Falls to Eight Month 
Low

The University of Michigan’s preliminary 
reading of consumer sentiment showed contin-
ued frustration on the infl ation front, with the 
print coming in at 66.0 versus 68.2 in June and 
68.5 forecasted. Nearly half of consumers are 
frustrated about the impact of high infl ation, de-
spite the survey demonstrating that one-year and 
the fi ve-year infl ation expectations fell to 2.9% 
from 3.0% previously. The current economic 
conditions index declined again coming in at 
64.1 from 65.9 the previous month and reach-
ing a 19-month low. The sour sentiment comes 

amid recent readings that show progress on the 
consumer price infl ation front, however an eas-
ing labor market as well as squeezed budgets in 
households due to elevated interest rates could 
be playing a role in the weakening sentiment. 

The US Dollar index closed the week at 
104.093.

Europe 
French Parliamentary Elections
The second round of parliamentary elec-

tions in France saw a surprise victory for the 
left-wing coalition. The leftist alliance won 198 
seats compared to 169 seats for President Em-
manuel Macron’s party, and 143 seats for the 
far-right National Rally party led by Marine Le 
Pen. The result was a major blow for Le Pen’s 
party, who were projected to be fi rst but ended 
up third in the elections, and centrist President 
Emmanuel Macron, who called for early elec-
tions and is set to deal with a heavily divided 
parliament made up of three factions with op-
posing outlooks on key policies.

The EUR/USD currency pair closed the 
week at 1.0906.

United Kingdom
GDP Growth Surpasses Expectations
The UK economy grew by 0.4% in May, ex-

ceeding expectations of a 0.2% increase and is a 
welcome sign after April’s reading came in fl at. 
The growth in GDP was driven mainly by the 
services sector, which saw a 0.3% increase in 
output. Additionally, both production output and 
construction grew on the month at 0.2% and 1.9% 
respectively. The Sterling rose to its highest level 
in nearly a year, as a combination of higher eco-
nomic growth in the UK and lower than expected 
US infl ation data boosted sentiment. Moreover, 
the strong growth in May suggests that quarterly 
GDP growth could come in more than the Bank of 
England’s forecasts, potentially complicating the 
decision of an interest rate cut. Markets are split 
on the BOE’s early August meeting, with traders 
slightly favoring the central bank to hold rates at 
51% as opposed to delivering a cut at 49%.

The GBP/USD currency pair closed the 
week at 1.2992.

Asia-Pacifi c
China Infl ation Rate Falls
China’s consumer price infl ation rate contin-

ued to slow in June 2024, dropping to 0.2% year-
on-year, which was lower than market forecasts. 
This marked the fi fth consecutive month of con-
sumer price increases, but it was also the weak-
est infl ation reading since March. Food prices 
fell for the twelfth month in a row, despite a rise 
in pork prices during a key holiday, the Dragon 
Boat Festival. On the other hand, non-food infl a-
tion remained stable, with price increases seen 
in sectors like clothing, housing, healthcare, and 
education. The cost of transportation, however, 
continued to decline. Overall, China’s infl ation 
is subdued, posing challenges for the country’s 
economic recovery.

The USD/CNY currency pair closed the 
week at 7.2500.

RBNZ Maintains Rates at Current Level
The Reserve Bank of New Zealand main-

tained the cash rate at 5.5%, meeting market ex-
pectations. The central bank signaled that mon-
etary policy needs to remain restrictive, however 
the effects of tightening are starting to refl ect 
positively as infl ation goes down. In their policy 
statement, RBNZ members said that “The Com-
mittee agreed that monetary policy will need to 
remain restrictive. The extent of this restraint 
will be tempered over time consistent with the 
expected decline in infl ation pressures.” Addi-
tionally, the committee is “expecting headline 
infl ation to return to within the 1 to 3 percent tar-
get range in the second half of this year.” Mar-
kets are slightly favoring a rate cut in the August 
meeting, and an additional rate cut by year-end 
for a total of 50 bps worth of cuts.

The NZD/USD currency pair closed the 
week at 0.6117.

Kuwait
Kuwaiti Dinar
USD/KWD closed last week at 0.30600.

UK GDP grew more than expected at 0.4% on the month versus 0.2% forecasted

One-third of millionaires to come
from emerging mkts by 2028: UBS

US has the highest number of wealthy people

LISBON, July 14, (Xin-
hua): Nearly one-third of 
the world’s millionaires will 
be from emerging markets 
by 2028, according to the 
latest “Global Wealth Re-
port 2024” by Swiss fi nan-
cial services company UBS.

The report issued this week pro-
jects that the millionaire popula-
tion is expected to increase in 52 
of the 56 markets analyzed, not 
limited to developed countries.

Its data for 2023 showed that million-
aires already accounted for 1.5 percent 
of the adult population analyzed.

“The United States had the highest 
number, at nearly 22 million people 
(or 38 percent of the total). Mainland 
China was in second place with just 
over six million - roughly double 
the number of the United Kingdom, 
which came third,” the report said.

“People around the world are get-
ting progressively wealthier - and that 
doesn’t just apply to those who already 
own great wealth,” the report stated.

The “Global Wealth Report 2024” 
noted that global wealth has consistently 
increased since 2008, despite recessions 
and fi nancial crises, with few exceptions.

According to UBS, most of the peo-
ple with a wealth close to 10,000 U.S. 
dollars moved up to the richer level. 
The bracket of people with wealth 
between 10,000 and 100,000 dol-
lars more than doubled. And people 
are now three times as likely to have 
wealth exceeding 1 million dollars.

Easing borrowing costs for home 
shoppers, driven by growth in Eu-
rope, the Middle East and Africa, and 
Asia-Pacifi c. This contrasted with a 3 
percent contraction in wealth growth 
in 2022, largely attributed to the 
strengthening of the U.S. dollar.

Borrowing costs eased for home shoppers

Average rate on a 30-year mortgage falls slightly
LOS ANGELES, July 14, (AP): The 
average rate on a 30-year mort-
gage fell slightly this week, provid-
ing modest relief for home shoppers 
facing record-high home prices.

The rate fell to 6.89% from 6.95% 
last week, mortgage buyer Freddie 
Mac said Thursday. A year ago, it 
averaged 6.96%.

The average rate has mostly hov-
ered around 7% this year - more 
than double what it was just three 
years ago. The elevated mortgage 
rates, which can add hundreds of 
dollars a month in costs for bor-
rowers, have put off many home 
shoppers this year, extending the 
nation’s housing slump into its third 
year.

Borrowing costs on 15-year 
fi xed-rate mortgages, popular with 
homeowners refi nancing their home 
loans, also fell this week, pulling the 
average rate down to 6.17% from 
6.25% last week. A year ago, it av-
eraged 6.30%, Freddie Mac said.

Mortgage rates are infl uenced by 
several factors, including how the 
bond market reacts to the Federal 
Reserve’s interest-rate policy and 
the moves in the 10-year Treasury 
yield, which lenders use as a guide 
for pricing home loans.

The yield, which topped 4.7% in 
late April, has been generally de-
clining since then on hopes that in-
fl ation is slowing enough to get the 
Fed to lower its main interest rate 
from the highest level in more than 
two decades.

“Following June’s jobs report, 
which showed a cooling labor mar-
ket, the 10-year Treasury yield de-
creased this week and mortgage 
rates followed suit,” said Sam 
Khater, Freddie Mac’s chief econo-
mist.

On Thursday, the yield was down 
to 4.18% in midday trading in the 
bond market after a new update on 
infl ation raised expectations that the 
central bank will soon begin lower-
ing its benchmark rate. 

Fed offi cials have said that while 
infl ation has moved closer to the 
central bank’s target level of 2% 
in recent months, they want to see 
more data supporting that trend be-
fore moving to cut rates. 

Most economists expect the 
Fed’s fi rst rate cut to come in Sep-
tember, with potentially another cut 
by year’s end. 

Until the Fed begins lowering its 
short-term rate, long-term home 

loans are unlikely to budge sig-
nifi cantly from where they are now. 
Still, mortgage rates could generally 
ease in coming weeks if bond yields 
continue declining in anticipation of 
a Fed rate cut.

“Although volatile, we should see 
10-year Treasury rates continue on 
a downward trend and, as a result, 
a slow decline in mortgage rates 
throughout the rest of the year,” 
said Ralph McLaughlin, senior 
economist at Realtor.com.

Record-high home prices and a 
rising, but still historically limited, 
supply of properties on the market 
discouraged many would-be home-
buyers this spring, traditionally the 
busiest period of the year for the 
housing market.

Sales of previously occupied 
U.S. homes fell in May for the third 
month in a row, and indications are 
that June saw a pullback as well.

Many prospective homebuyers, 
was well as homeowners looking to 
sell, have been holding out for mort-
gage rates to come down. 

Despite forecasts calling for 
mortgage rates to ease in coming 
months, most economists expect 
the average rate on a 30-year home 
loan to remain above 6% this year.

“Since 2008, wealth has grown fast-
est in Asia-Pacifi c - apparently fueled by 
debt. Wealth in Asia-Pacifi c has grown 
the most,” the report pointed out.

In turn, Latin American growth is 
strong, but inequality is ever-present. 
Brazil’s average wealth per adult has 
grown by over 375 percent since the 
2008 fi nancial crisis, when measured 

in local currency.
“This is more than double Mexico’s 

growth of just over 150 percent and 
more than mainland China’s 366 per-
cent,” said UBS.

The report said the world is becom-
ing progressively wealthier across all 
wealth segments after analyzing 56 
markets representing more than 92 per-

cent of the world’s wealth in 2022.
On an individual market level, Swit-

zerland continued to top the list for 
average wealth per adult, followed 
by Luxembourg, Hong Kong, and the 
United States, the survey revealed.

Backed by 30 years of data, the 
“Global Wealth Report 2024” is the 
UBS’ fi fteenth edition.

NAIROBI/BEIJING, July 14, (Xin-
hua): As night falls, many remote Afri-
can villages are enveloped in absolute 
darkness, relying solely on candles and 
kerosene lamps for light. Even in Afri-
can metropolises with electrical grids, 
frequent power outages disrupt daily 
life.

Despite the continent’s immense 
renewable energy potential, around 
600 million people in Africa still live 
without electricity. Nevertheless, with 
the increasing availability of affordable 
Chinese clean and renewable energy 
products and technologies in Africa, a 
bright future driven by a green transi-
tion is in sight.

Accessible to all
Africa boasts rich renewable en-

ergy resources like solar and wind 
power. The Sahara Desert’s vast sun-
light makes it ideal for developing the 
photovoltaic industry, while Africa’s 
extensive coastline provides perfect 
conditions for offshore wind energy 
development.

In some remote African villages, 
photovoltaic panels are used to de-
velop small solar power stations that 
provide electricity to nearby house-
holds. Although these stations are 
small in scale, they have signifi cantly 
improved the living conditions of lo-
cal residents.

With nighttime lighting, children 
can read and families can cook and boil 
water. Some villages have used the 
lighting to boost economic activity.

According to the Energy and Pe-
troleum Regulatory Authority, Kenya 
generates around 87 percent of its elec-
tricity from renewable sources, such 

as geothermal, hydro, solar and wind 
energy.

Hannington Gochi, a renewable 
energy expert at Kenya’s Rural Elec-
trifi cation and Renewable Energy 
Corporation, said that the Garissa So-
lar Power Plant, constructed by a Chi-
nese company, has been connected to 
Kenya’s national grid and is gradually 
improving the production and living 
conditions of people in the northern 
region of Kenya. The 55-megawatt 
facility is the largest grid-connected 
solar power plant in East and Central 
Africa.

Elizabeth Wanjiku, who owns a food 
stall in Garissa town in northeastern 
Kenya, said that in the past, she relied 
on generators to run her business, es-
pecially for powering the refrigerator 
where she preserved her food. “The 
town is now connected to the national 
grid thanks to the solar plant, and we 
are experiencing fewer power black-
outs and enjoying the benefi ts of a 
more reliable electricity supply,” she 
told Xinhua.

Such initiatives, often supported by 
international partners like China, show 
promising results. Zimbabwean econo-
mist Brains Muchemwa said Africa 
has benefi ted immensely from Chi-
na’s booming green energy industry 
through the supply of affordable green 
energy products such as solar panels 
and batteries.

Muchemwa told Xinhua in a recent 
interview that the new green energy 
products have signifi cantly improved 
the lives of many Africans despite 
Western criticism of China’s growing 
green industry production capacity.

Renewable energy resources abundant

China emerges as a crucial partner
in Africa’s green energy transition

Pakistan has reached a staff-level 
agreement for a new $7 billion loan 
deal, the International Monetary Fund 
said Friday, the country’s latest turn to 
the global lender for help in propping 
up its economy and dealing with its 
debts through big bailouts. 

Earlier this year, the IMF approved 
the immediate release of the fi nal $1.1 
billion tranche of a $3 billion bailout 
to Pakistan. Finance Minister Muham-
mad Aurangzeb said the government 
planned to seek a long-term loan to 
help stabilize the economy after the 
end of that bailout package.

The new loan deal will last for 
37 months. It is aimed at strength-
ening fiscal and monetary policy as 
well as reforms to broaden the tax 
base, improve the management of 
state-owned enterprises, strengthen 
competition, secure a level playing 
field for investment, enhance human 
capital, and scale up social protection 
through increased generosity and 
coverage in a major welfare program, 
the IMF said.

“The program aims to capitalize 
on the hard-won macroeconomic sta-
bility achieved over the past year by 

furthering efforts to strengthen public 
fi nances, reduce infl ation, rebuild ex-
ternal buffers and remove economic 
distortions to spur private sector-led 
growth,” said Nathan Porter, IMF’s 
mission chief to Pakistan. 

The agreement is subject to approval 
by the IMF’s executive board.

Pakistan’s new coalition government 
presented its fi rst budget in parliament 
last month, promising an increase of up 
to 25% in the salaries of government 
employees and setting an ambitious tax 
collection target.

The fi nance minister said Pakistan 
wants to collect 13 trillion rupees ($44 
billion) in taxes, which would be 40% 
more than in the current fi scal year. 

Aurangzeb also said the government 
will ensure that the number of taxpay-
ers increases. Only about 5 million 
people in Pakistan pay taxes.

Analysts said the new budget of 
about $68 billion - up from $50 billion 
in the last fi scal year - was aimed at 
qualifying for a long-term IMF loan of 
$6 billion to $8 billion to help stabilize 
the economy. Pakistan in 2023 nearly 
defaulted on the payment of foreign 
debts.

Pakistan reaches new $7b
loan agreement with IMF

Fewer Americans apply for jobless claims
last week as labor market remains sturdy
NEW YORK, July 14, (AP): Fewer 
Americans fi led for unemployment ben-
efi ts last week as the labor market re-
mains sturdy despite high interest rates.

The Labor Department reported 
Thursday that jobless claims for the 
week ending July 6 fell by 17,000 to 
222,000 from 239,000 the previous 
week. 

The total number of Americans 
collecting unemployment benefi ts de-
clined for the fi rst time in 10 weeks. 
About 1.85 million Americans were 
collecting jobless benefi ts for the week 

of June 29, around 4,000 fewer than 
the previous week. 

Economists say that because so-
called continuing claims have been on 
the rise in recent months, it suggests 
that some who are receiving unem-
ployment benefi ts are fi nding it more 
challenging to land jobs. 

Weekly unemployment claims are 
widely considered as representative of 
layoffs.

The four-week average of claims, 
which evens out some of the week-
to-week volatility, fell by 5,250 to 

233,500.
The Federal Reserve raised its 

benchmark borrowing rate 11 times 
beginning in March of 2022 in an at-
tempt to extinguish the four-decade 
high infl ation that shook the economy 
after it rebounded from the COVID-19 
recession of 2020. The Fed’s intention 
was to cool off a red-hot labor market 
and slow wage growth, which can fuel 
infl ation.

Many economists had expected the 
rapid rate hikes would trigger a reces-
sion, but so far that hasn’t happened, 

thanks in large part to strong consumer 
demand and a resilient labor market. 
As infl ation continues to ease, the 
Fed’s goal of a soft-landing - bring-
ing down infl ation without causing a 
recession and mass layoffs - appears 
within reach.

The Fed’s next policy meeting 
comes at the end of this month, but 
few experts are expecting a rate cut 
then. However, investors are betting 
that there is nearly a 70% chance for 
a reduction at the Fed’s September 
meeting.
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Ms. Ghalia receives the honorary award on behalf of Burgan Bank. The fi fth batch of participants in the ‘Partners to Hire’ program.

Burgan Bank supports ‘Partners to Hire’ program graduation
In its latest effort to support people with disabilities in Kuwait, Burgan 
Bank participated in the graduation ceremony for the fi fth batch of tal-
ented participants in the “Partners to Hire” program. The ceremony was 
organized and hosted by the Public Authority for Disability Affairs, with 
the support of leading Kuwaiti institutions across all industries and led 
by the banking sector. Held under the auspices and presence of the 
Minister of Social Affairs, Family and Childhood Affairs, and the Min-
ister of State for Youth Affairs, Dr. Amathal Al-Huwaila,the ceremony 
celebrated a group of outstanding graduates who completed the tailored 
training program that equips professional talents with disabilities to join 
Kuwait’s workforce as customer service agents. Burgan Bank’s renewed 
participation in the event along with the employment of several gradu-
atesis a testament to its commitment to inclusivity, social responsibility, 
and social sustainability in its community.

“The health of any ecosystem can be measured by its diversity and in-
clusivity, and at Burgan Bank, we take a similar approach to evaluating 
the health and sustainability of our workforce,” said Ms. Ghalia Al-Saleh, 
Senior Manager – Talent Acquisition at Burgan Bank. “We are both hon-
ored and delighted to welcome new, exceptionally talented calibers to our 
Burgan family who have shown remarkable resilience in the face of chal-
lenges. We fi rmly believe that our varying capacities and skills are at the 
heart of our integrated success. That’s why we continue searching for the 
unique value everyone holds in tailoring a holistic employment and growth 
plan that suits their capabilities and brings out their best.”

Al-Saleh added that paving a smooth path for integrating national talents 
with disabilities in the workforce is central to the social cohesion and col-
lective welfare that Burgan Bank continues to contribute to achieving under 
the umbrella of its comprehensive social responsibility program. In addi-

tion to its previous support of the “Partners to Hire” graduation ceremonies 
and employment events, Burgan Bank has also partnered with the Public 
Authority for Disability Affairs and the Kuwait Society for the Handicapped 
as part of efforts to provide Al Ahmadi Educational Center with essential 
equipment and supplies that guarantee an elevated quality of life for many 
among this segment ofthe community in Kuwait.

It serves to note that Burgan Bank’s efforts to ensure the integration 
and empowerment of all national talents with disabilities span all fronts, 
beginning with employment and healthcare and extending to areas such 
as sports. Among the icons of national pride whom the Bank continues to 
support well into his journey of athletic achievement and success is Tareq 
Al-Qallaf, a celebrated wheelchair fencing worldchampion, in addition to 
others who are recipients of Burgan’s direct and indirect support as they 
unveil their full potential and unique passion.

Winner of KD 1 million prize will be announced on July 18, 2024

Gulf Bank announces 10 winners of AlDanah monthly draw
KUWAIT CITY, July 14: As part of its ongoing com-
mitment to reward its customers, Gulf Bank has an-
nounced the 10 monthly winners of the AlDanah ac-
count draw for June 2024. Each lucky winner will 
receive a prize of KD 1,000. The winners are:

1. Rafat Mohammed Ali Al-Masry
2. Abdullah Hasan Abdullah Mohammed (Minor)
3. Abdullah Abdul Rasoul Ali Saad
4. Hana Abdullah Rashed Al-Duaij
5. Nasra Abdullah Abbas Abu Alhasan
6. Salwa Abdullah Mohammed AL-Jasme
7. Saleh Ismael Mohammed
8. Moustapha Adnan Badra
9. Joyal Dominic Aerath
10. Shaikha Fahid Manoukh Al-Dafi ry
Gulf Bank recently made two signifi cant an-

nouncements regarding its prizes. Firstly, to divide 
the KD 100,000 prize among 100 winners, with each 
receiving KD 1,000 instead of one winner taking the 
full amount. Secondly, to increase the annual grand 
prize from KD 1.5 million to KD 2 million, earning it 
a place in the Guinness World Records as the largest 
cash prize linked to a bank account globally.

Following these adjustments, Gulf Bank has re-
vised its AlDanah Millionaire account draw schedule. 
Now, there will be two major draws held annually, 
each granting a grand prize of KD 2 million. Addi-
tionally, there will be a semi-annual draw with a KD 
1 million prize, along with monthly draws where 10 
winners will each receive KD 1,000.

Furthermore, a separate draw for KD 100,000 will 
take place, with the winner announcement sched-
uled for April 18, 2024. Furthermore, on October 17, 

2024, there will be another draw where 100 lucky 
winners will each receive a prize of KD 1,000. The 
deadline for participation and deposits for this draw 
is June 30, 2024.

It is worth mentioning that the semi-annual draw 
for the AlDanah Millionaire Account, where the win-
ner of the KD 1 million prize will be announced, is 
scheduled for July 18, 2024. Representatives from 
the Ministry of Commerce and Industry and Ernst & 
Young, will be present at the event.

Gulf Bank announced the grand prize winner of 
the annual draw for the AlDanah Millionaire account 
on February 1 2024, for the fi rst time, following the 
increase in the prize’s value to KD 2 million in 2023. 
This is part of the bank’s continuous efforts to reward 
its customers and foster a culture of savings within 
the community.

Renowned as one of the top savings accounts in 
Kuwait, the AlDanah account offers numerous bene-
fi ts, including periodic draws with substantial prizes. 

Gulf Bank’s AlDanah account offers monthly oppor-
tunities to win KD 1,000 to ten lucky winners, in ad-
dition to two quarterly draws with KD 100,000 prizes 
each, a semi-annual draw prize of KD 1 million and a 
grand draw prize of KD 2 million.

One of the many advantages of the AlDanah ac-
count, is being the only account in Kuwait that trans-
fers the customers’ chances of winning from the 
previous year to the next, as part of a program that 
rewards customers for their loyalty to Gulf Bank.

In order to increase one’s chances of winning, cus-
tomers must maintain a minimum of KD 200 in their 
accounts, or deposit continuously to increase their 
chances of winning. Al-Danah account holders are 
eligible to win Gulf Bank’s monthly, quarterly, and 
annual AlDanah draws.

Gulf Bank’s vision is to be the leading Kuwaiti Bank 
of the Future. The Bank is constantly engaging and 
empowering its employees as part of an inclusive and 
diversifi ed workplace in recognition of every employ-
ee’s role in delivering customer excellence and serving 
the community at large. With its extensive network of 
branches and innovative digital services, Gulf Bank is 
able to give its customers the choice of how and where 
to conduct their banking transactions, all while ensuring 
a simple and seamless banking experience.

Gulf Bank is committed to maintaining robust de-
velopments in sustainability at environmental, social 
and governance levels through diverse sustainability 
initiatives, strategically selected to benefi t the Bank 
both internally and externally. Gulf Bank supports 
Kuwait Vision 2035 “New Kuwait” and works with 
various parties to achieve it.

Open Al Najma account via app

Al-Tijari announces winner of 
Al Najma account weekly draw
KUWAIT CITY, July 14: Commercial 
Bank of Kuwait conducted the weekly 
draw for Al Najma Account on Sunday 
July 14, 2024. The draw was conduct-
ed in the presence of Ministry of Com-
merce and Industry representative Mr. 
Mansour Al-Dhafi ri.

The result of the draw as follow:
Al Najma weekly draw – the prize 

of 5,000/- Kuwaiti Dinars went to the 
winner Ms. Fatemah Mohammad Al 
Failakawi.

The Bank stated that Al Najma Ac-
count prizes are distinguished by the 
diversity of prizes throughout the year 
clarifying that the account offers week-
ly prize of KD 5,000/-, monthly prize 
of KD 20,000/- and a semi-annual 
prize of KD 500,000 in addition to the 
mega annual prize of KD 1,500,000.

Al-Najma Account can be opened 
by depositing KD 200, and customer 
should maintain a minimum amount of 
KD 200 to be eligible to enter all draws 
on Al-Najma Account prizes. As for 
the chances of winning, the more bal-
ance a customer maintains in Al Najma 
Account, the more chances the account 

holder will get to win,the account also 
offers additional benefi ts like the ATM 
card, a credit card against customer’s 
account and all CBK banking services 
that customer can enjoy.

The Bank revealed that Al Najma 
account is available to everyone, and 
anyone can open Al Najma account 
through CBK mobile application in 
simple steps from anywhere and at any 
time.

Al-Danah account.

Al Najma weekly draw poster.

Including foreign currency cards and safe deposit boxes

KFH offers banking products for holiday and travel season

20 customers winning cash prizes worth KD1,500 each

KFH unveils winners of Al-Rabeh draw
KUWAIT CITY, July 14: Kuwait Finance House 
(KFH) announced the winners of the AlRabeh 
draw with 20 customers winning cash prizes worth 
KD1,500 each for the 26th and 27th weeks of 2024, 
additionally, KFH announced Ashraf Al-Ardah as the 
monthly winner of 1 kilo Gram of KFH Gold for the 
month of June 2024 and the bank also announced Ali 
Al-Ostad as the winner of the 2nd quarter draw of a 
prize worth 25,000 K.D. 

The winners of KD 1,500 are: Bader Al-Khazi, 
Yousef Al-Nasrallah, Mohammad Hafeel, Bashaer 
Al-Najjar, Rashed Al-Marri, Mohammad Sheleh, 
Ammar Saleh, Fatemah Al-Awadhi, Hadeyah Al-
Rasheedi, Hussain Al-Musallam, Hessah Al-Hasan, 
Fouzeyah Al-Awadhi, Mohammad Al-Khashti, Mas-
tourah Qarzouh, Mohammad Ahmed, Barrak Al-Be-
nayyan, Eslam Emam, Owayed Al-Rasheedi, Essam 
Ahmad, Nazar Al-Kashif.

The AlRabeh campaign provides prizes and draws 
that offer customers several chances of winning 
“weekly, monthly and quarterly”. The campaign 
crowns 536 winners throughout the year.

The draw took place under the supervision of a 
representative from the Ministry of Commerce and 
Industry.

The campaign is part of KFH’s ongoing efforts to 
offer exceptional products and services that meet cus-
tomers’ aspirations, enhance the Bank’s leadership in 
the local and global markets, as well as refl ect its ex-
cellence in offering innovative banking solutions as 
per the highest quality standards. 

The Al-Rabeh account is a salary account available to 
customers wishing to transfer their salaries and manage 
their personal accounts. Customers can open Al-Rabeh 
account in any of KFH branches in Kuwait, or through 
the Bank’s online channels. The account can be opened 
in the Kuwaiti Dinar and is targeted for customers wish-
ing to transfer their salaries and manage their personal 
accounts. Salary transfer is a prerequisite for customers 

to enter the draw provided that the transfer of salary to 
Al-Rabeh account is constant.

Regarding the terms and conditions of the prizes 
and draws, a customer can deposit 3 salaries during 
the 3 months prior to the draw, and the minimum bal-
ance of the account should not be less than KD 50 
at the end of each month during the 3 months prior 
to the draw. Ten draws take place on a weekly basis 
for K.D 1,500 for 10 winners each, 1 KG of KFH 
gold will be drawn monthly for one winner and K.D 
25,000 for one winner every quarter, reaching a total 
number of 536 winners during the year.

KFH is keen to further meet customers’ require-
ments and aspirations and their increasing needs as 
well as offer innovative and modern services, there-
fore achieving customer satisfaction, which is one of 
the fundamentals at KFH. The Bank has achieved a 
qualitative shift in the level of fi nancial services by 
utilizing technology.

at KFH-Türkiye, with no SWIFT fees and no mini-
mum balance requirement. Additionally, they can 
conveniently manage invoices and other payments 
in Türkiye through KFH’s online banking services.

Financing Cars outside Kuwait
KFH offers a convenient service for customers 

looking to buy a car abroad. Customers can choose 
their desired vehicle and have it delivered directly to 
Egypt, Jordan, the USA, or Türkiye through KFH’s 
network of authorized suppliers. This service comes 
with fl exible fi nancing options that comply with 
KFH’s established credit criteria. It simplifi es the 
car buying process and is a strong contender for one 
of the best fi nancing solutions available.

KUWAIT CITY, July 14: During the holiday and 
travel season, Kuwait Finance House (KFH) offers a 
variety of products and services tailored to its custom-
ers’ needs. The bank consistently provides exceptional 
benefi ts and innovative solutions designed to fi t cus-
tomers’ lifestyles and ensure a smooth banking experi-
ence.

Banking Cards
KFH offers a variety of credit, debit, and prepaid 

cards that provide convenience and limit customers’ 
reliance on cash for enhanced security. These cards 
come with spending rewards and benefi ts, allowing 
cardholders to enjoy a list of outstanding perks, in-
cluding discounts and access to VIP lounges.

KFH recently launched a range of new credit 
cards, including the Mastercard World Elite, Visa 
Infi nite with a metal fi nish, Visa Signature, and 
the Al-Tayseer Diamond card. Additionally,it in-
troduced the Foreign Currency Visa Prepaid Card, 
designed to simplify travel and online shopping in 
various currencies. This card allows customers to 
conveniently load and pay in different currencies, 
manage their payments directly, and avoid foreign 
exchange fees. It provides a secure and convenient 
alternative for travelers to carry their spending mon-
ey. The card is available in fi ve major currencies: 
US Dollar, Pound Sterling, Euro, UAE Dirham, 
Saudi Riyal, and Turkish Lira.

Safe Deposit Boxes
KFH offers its customers peace of mind with its 

Safe Deposit Boxes. These secure boxes come in 
three sizes: small, medium, and large. Customers 
can rent the boxes for short or long terms, ensuring 
the safety of their valuables and belongings at all 
times, especially while traveling.

Foreign Currencies
KFH offers competitive foreign exchange servic-

es for over 25 of the world’s most traded currencies, 
allowing customers to exchange money at afford-
able rates.

International Toll-Free Calls
KFH offers an international toll-free service in 

7 countries: USA, Canada, UK, France, Germany, 
Türkiye, and Spain. This service allows custom-
ers to call KFH’s call center 24/7 at no additional 
charge. Customers calling from these countries will 
receive priority service from KFH’s agents, ensur-
ing a faster response time.To use this service and 
reach KFH’s (Aloo Baitak) Call Center, customers 
outside Kuwait can call the following toll-free num-
bers: USA & Canada (1-800-818-8608), UK (0800 
014 8898), France (0805 08 66 20), Germany (0800 
181 7080), Spain (900 905 440), Türkiye (908 503 
902 170). This is a free service offered for calls from 
mobiles or landlines only. It does not apply to roam-
ing services.

Opening a Banking Account in Türkiye
KFH customers in Kuwait can open a bank ac-

count with KFH-Türkiye and enjoy a variety of 
benefi ts. These include free online transfers from 
their KFH-Kuwait account to benefi ciary accounts 

The campaign visual

One of the KFH branches.

Bank leads in digital Islamic banking

Warba announces winners 
of Sunbula Grand Draw ’24
KUWAIT CITY, July 14: Warba Bank, 
renowned for its excellence in corpo-
rate and investment banking services 
in Kuwait, proudly announced the win-
ners of the “Sunbula Grand Draw” for 
the second quarter of 2024. The draw 
took place in the presence of a Min-
istry of Commerce and Industry rep-
resentative and Warba Bank offi cials, 
broadcast live on 360FM. 

Mr. Mohammed Ali Shleiwih Al-
Ajmi emerged as the grand prize win-
ner, securing 250,000 KD. Addition-
ally, ten lucky winners received 1,000 
KD each, totalling 10,000 KD. Among 
them are Mr. Mohammed Humoud 
Al-Azmi, Mr. Nawaf Abdulrahman 
Al-Sifran, Mr. Hamad Nasser Al-She-
hab, Mr. Fahad Khalid Faleh Al-Azmi, 
Ms. Fatima Ali Hamad Al-Mujbil, Mr. 
Nasser Ali Nasser Al-Ajmi, Mr. Adel 
Abdulaziz Al-Madhkur, Ms. Fatima 
Naif Nafal Al-Ajmi, Mr. Bader Ab-
dulrahman Al-Mulhem, and Ms. Sarah 
Kamal Saleh Jado. 

In the Sunbula monthly children’s 
draw, seven winners were announced. 
Ms. Ghalia Saud Mohammed Al-
Shammari received the top prize of 
1,000 KD, with Ms. Ghadeer Hussein 
Ameer Al-Attar securing 500 KD as 
the second prize winner. Mr. Yousef 
Mohammed Ali Al-Misbah, Ms. Amal 
Yousef Abdulmajid Al-Najjar, Mr. 
Khalid Faisal Ahmed Al-Awadi, Mr. 
Fahad Faleh Abdullah Al-Rashidi, 
and Ms. Awraad Bader Dughaem Al-
Dhuwaihi each received 100 KD as the 
third to seventh prize winners.

The Sunbula account continues to 
be a preferred choice for savers look-
ing to earn attractive fi nancial returns 
and stand a chance to win cash prizes 
throughout the year. 

Regarding the Sunbula campaign 
for 2024, Warba Bank will continue to 
award 10 weekly winners with 1,000 
KD each in the Sunbula campaign. 
Quarterly grand draws of 250,000 KD 
will be conducted four times a year, 
with draws scheduled in April, July, 
October of 2024, and January of 2025. 

To participate in the weekly and grand 
draws, customers need a minimum bal-
ance of 100 KD. Each 10 KD in the ac-
count provides one entry, with chances 
based on the lowest monthly balance. 
Funds must remain in the account for 
a full month for weekly draws and two 
months for grand draws eligibility. There 
are no restrictions on deposits or with-
drawals; the more deposited, the greater 
the chances of winning. 

Notably, in accordance with the 
terms of its ambitious fi ve-year strate-
gy, Warba Bank has launched its latest 
banking solutions service “Customer 
Onboarding”. This will enable non-
Warba Bank customers to apply for 
opening an account in an easy digital 
way through the bank’s website with-
out the need to visit any of the bank’s 
branches, and within only fi ve minutes 
- through the new and unique automat-
ed system used to enable this service 
- new customers will be able to com-
plete the request to open an account at 
any time and any place.

It is worth mentioning that Warba 
Bank is one of the banks that achieved 
great successes in a short period of time, 
as it occupied a leading position in the 
fi eld of digital Islamic banking services 
for individuals, and it is one of the most 
local banks in terms of the number of 
shareholders, and these are among the 
most prominent elements that make the 
bank close to all members of society.

Warba Bank announces winners of the ‘Sunbula Grand Draw’ on 360FM 
Radio
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A production team is filming scenes of a Turkish drama with actor Paris Baktas and actress Yagmur Yuksel, Turkey, Tuesday, April 30, 2024. (AP)

Kabuki icon changes roles on stage in an instant, but offstage it took decades

Ichikawa revitalizes Kabuki with 13-role performance
TOKYO, July 14, (AP): Onstage, Danjuro Ichikawa, one of the biggest 
stars of Japan’s Kabuki theater, is a virtuoso in switching roles.

In his latest production, he plays 13 parts, including a princess, a 
sushi chef and a fox. He hobbles offstage as a feeble old man, then 
dashes back on moments later as a fi erce warrior. He gets in a few 
sword fi ghts, dies tragically more than once, and takes fl ight on wires.

Offstage, he’s wondering if it’s time for the often rigid role of a 
Kabuki star to change.

The 13th man to bear the name Danjuro Ichikawa - which has been 
passed down between generations of Kabuki stars for over 300 years 
- he’s a household name in Japan, showing up in ads, movies and TV 
shows.

Kabuki, an all-male theatrical tradition that combines music, dance 
and acrobatics, remains popular, but Danjuro grants that it can be out of 
step with modern tastes. Audiences accustomed to TikTok videos and 
streaming don’t always have the patience for four-hour performances 
in archaic formal Japanese. Social distancing restrictions during the 
pandemic hit theaters hard, and audiences are still coming back.

Danjuro has made efforts to update Kabuki in “Hoshiawase Jusan-
dan,” at the Kabukiza Theater in Tokyo through July 24, trimming lon-
ger scenes and modernizing some dialogue. 

“Traditional culture might be hard to follow and get tiresome, but I 
hope people will have fun. The action moves quickly because I’m one 

person playing 13 roles,” Danjuro told The Associated Press.
Dapper and tanned, Danjuro, 46, can be disarmingly playful for a 

famous artist. Amid discussions of the future of live performance, he 
gamely posed for photos, striking the kind of pose you’d see on the 
romantic lead of a manga comic book. 

The all-male theatrical style can be intensely conservative, preserv-
ing many of its traditions nearly unchanged from the Edo court.

Training
Today’s Danjuro took on the name in 2022, after going through ear-

lier names he and all the previous Danjuros have gone through: Shin-
nosuke, and then Ebizo.

Training starts at childhood. When he was 20, about to go on stage 
for the fi rst time as the monk Benkei - a role that his father, grandfather 
and all the Danjuros before him had made famous - the pressure was so 
intense he ran away and spent the night sleeping in the park. He did get 
back in time for the show.

Today’s Danjuro inherited the name from his father, Danjuro XII, 
who died in 2013 at 66 of leukemia.

The death cost him both a beloved parent and a teacher he desper-
ately need. At 35, he was still a novice by Kabuki standards, an artform 
in which beautiful maidens are often played by octogenarian masters. 
He had to turn to uncles and veterans from other families to learn the 

craft, defying criticism from peers and even family who said only a 
Danjuro can teach another Danjuro. 

But these days, critics say the 13th Danjuro is living up to his name. 
Despite the art’s fi rm commitment to tradition, Danjuro says, Kabuki 

stories contain universal emotions that young people and foreigners 
who are new to the genre can connect with.

In “Hoshiawase Jusandan,” he plays a fox who disguises himself as 
a warrior to stalk a court dancer who’s carrying a drum made from the 
hide of his parents.

When at the climax, a merciful samurai gives the fox the drum, Dan-
juro’s takes fl ight on wires, bouncing with joy over the crowd toward 
the third-fl oor balcony seats, accompanied by drums, fl ute and song. 

The showy, somewhat dated effect could look like something out of 
a circus - but it sells a moving scene that contrasts the human folly of 
war and revenge with the simple love shown by an animal. 

For all his worry, Danjuro says he trusts that the power of human 
performance will survive. 

He’s training his son Shinnosuke to take his place, and taking care of 
his health to be sure future generations of Shinnosukes have a chance 
to know their ancestor.

One day, Shinnosuke will become Ebizo, and later, he’ll be Danjuro 
XIV. 

“One must live,” said Danjuro. “That’s my responsibility.”

LOS ANGELES: A New Mexico 
judge dismissed the involuntary 
manslaughter case against Alec 
Baldwin over the fatal shooting of 
cinematographer Halyna Hutch-
ins in a sudden move Friday.

Judge Mary Marlowe Som-
mer dismissed the case based 
on the misconduct of police and 
prosecutors over the withholding 
of evidence from the defense. She 
said the case cannot be fi led again.

Baldwin, the lead actor and 
co-producer of the fi lm “Rust,” was 
pointing a gun at Hutchins during a 
rehearsal on the set outside Santa Fe 
in October 2021 when the gun went 
off, killing her and wounding direc-
tor Joel Souza. Baldwin has said he 
pulled back the hammer - but not the 
trigger - and the gun fi red.

He and other producers still 
face civil lawsuits from Hutchins’ 
parents and sister, which white 
collar defense attorney Mark Sed-
lander told The Associated Press 
are more common for workplace 
accidents like the fatal shooting.

“By civil law standards, it is 
common for someone like Mr. 
Baldwin to be held responsible for 
what happened, but it is relatively 
unusual in the criminal context,” 
Sedlander said in an interview 
before the case was dismissed. 

Whether “Rust” will be released 
is still unclear. The plot follows 
Baldwin as a Western outlaw who 
works to break his grandson out of 
prison after he is convicted of an 
accidental murder. Filming wrapped 
in 2023, and producers have said fi n-
ishing the fi lm was meant to honor 
Hutchins’ artistic vision and generate 
money for her young son.

The career of the “30 Rock” 
star and frequent “Saturday 
Night Live” host - who has been 
a household name for more than 
three decades - had been put into 
doubt, and he could have gotten 18 
months in prison if convicted.

In June, amid the looming trial, 
Baldwin and his wife, Hilaria, 
announced they would appear in 
a reality series about their large 
family. He shares seven young kids 
with Hilaria and one adult daughter, 
Ireland Baldwin, with his ex-wife, 
Kim Basinger. The TLC series, 
tentatively titled “The Baldwins,” is 
set to release in 2025. (AP)

❑     ❑     ❑

LONDON: We hear you.
That was the simple message 

offered to a group of young people 

hosted in London on Friday by 
King Charles III, who also invited 
Hollywood megastar Idris Elba and 
Prime Minister Keir Starmer to St. 
James’ Palace to discuss the troubles 
that young people face.

Elba, the London-born star of 
“The Wire” and “Luther,” has 
used his celebrity status to shine 
a light on youth violence, urging 

the British government to ban 
machetes and serrated “zombie” 
knives to help stop young people 
from falling victim to knife crime.

“This topic has always had a spike 
in interest when we lose a life,’’ Elba 
said. “I think where we are right now 
... our country is wanting to have 
some change and is consistently 
banging on that door for change.”

In the U.K., which has strict 
gun-control laws, about four in 10 
homicides involve a knife or sharp 
instrument. But knife crime in-
volving young people in Britain’s 
cities has prompted particular 
concern. In London, 21 teenagers 
were killed in 2023, 18 of whom 
were stabbed to death. In worrying 
about the nation’s youth, Elba 

fi nds a kindred spirit in the king. 
Charles has long championed 

efforts to help young people. As the 
Prince of Wales, Charles founded the 
Prince’s Trust - now known as the 
King’s Trust - which helps young 
people get jobs, education and train-
ing. Since its founding in 1976, it has 
helped more than 1 million young 
people across the UK. (AP)

Television
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Global fans travel to Turkey to live their favorite series

Turkish TV dramas win hearts worldwide
ISTANBUL, July 14, (AP): Under the sweltering 
Turkish sun, tourists wander through sets that rec-
reate Ottoman and Byzantine-era castles, take self-
ies with actors in traditional Ottoman costumes and 
watch horseback stunt performances. Among them 
is Riia Toivanen, 22, a devoted fan of Turkish tele-
vision drama who traveled to Istanbul from Finland 
with her mother to delve into the realm of her be-
loved shows. 

Some 8,000 miles (12,800 kilometers) across the 
globe in Villa Carlos Paz in Argentina, 66-year-old 
retired teacher Raquel Greco watches an episode of a 
Turkish romantic comedy, surrounded by memorabilia 
from her once-in-a-lifetime trip to Istanbul where she 
visited landmarks she knew from years of watching 
Turkish shows. 

“It seemed to me that I was dreaming, I couldn’t be-
lieve I was living what I saw every day in the series,” 
she said of her visit in April this year.

The global popularity of Turkish TV dramas -- or 
dizi in Turkish -- has thrust Turkey into the position 
of a leading exporter of television, greatly bolster-
ing the nation’s international image and drawing 
millions of viewers and tourists worldwide to its 
historical and cultural sites which are backdrops to 
many of the shows.

The success of television shows has fueled a bur-
geoning billion-dollar industry that continues to expand 
into new markets, experts say. The popularity of these 
shows is also greatly enhancing Turkey’s soft power on 
a global scale.

Between 2020 and 2023, the global demand for 
Turkish series increased by 184%, positioning Tur-
key as one of the biggest exporters of TV shows 
around the world, according to Parrot Analytics, a 
research company. 

“We reach over 400 million viewers every night 
around the world,” said Izzet Pinto, CEO of Global 
Agency, which exports Turkish dramas to world mar-
kets. “The soft power we create with Turkish dramas 
cannot be even compared to what could be done in poli-
tics.” 

Although “Deli Yurek” was the fi rst Turkish series to 
be exported - to Kazakhstan in 2001 - it was the 2005 

romantic series “Gumus” that catapulted Turkish dizis 
to global fame. The series, which revolves around a 
woman from a traditional background adapting to ur-
ban life, became immensely popular in the Middle East.

“A Thousand and One Nights,” a 2006 romantic 
drama loosely based on the collection of Middle East-
ern folktales and set in modern-day Istanbul, captivated 
audiences in the Balkans. “Magnifi cent Century,” based 
on the 16th-century Ottoman Sultan Suleyman the 
Magnifi cent, led the way for historical fi ction.

Once an importer of Latin American telenovelas, 
Turkey is now exporting its dramas to the region. Ven-
ezuelan President Nicolás Maduro visited the set of 
the historical drama series “Resurrection: Ertugrul” in 
2018, highlighting the appeal of the dizi in his nation.

Lifestyles
Haley Uganadi, the founder of the Turkish TV series 

fan platform “Dizilah,” says the popularity of the dra-
mas comes from themes that focus on family, friend-
ship, and love, usually set against the backdrop of luxu-
rious lifestyles in Istanbul or Turkey’s rich history.

“They offer something for everyone, regardless of 
where you are from. Watching Turkish dramas, I see 
refl ections of my mom, myself, and my siblings,” Uga-
nadi said.

Her platform receives about 1.5 million viewers 
monthly, with fans from the United States, Canada, 
Greece, India, and Pakistan.

Pinto points to the family-oriented nature of Turkish 
dramas. “There’s no nudity, no cursing or bad words, 
not much hate. So, this becomes watchable by the fam-
ily,” he explains.

As the industry grows, it is expanding the themes of 
its series, such as “Red Roses,” which explores the dy-
namics between a staunchly secular Western-oriented 
family and a fi ctional Islamic brotherhood.

During a lull in fi lming, actor Ozcan Deniz, who 
previously starred in series such as “The Mansion with 
Vines” and “Bride of Istanbul,” said this diversifi cation 
was essential if the industry is to fl ourish. 

“Countries that were not able to transform (into) a 
different genre are now lagging behind in the export of 
series,” Deniz said. “Turkey has now caught this mo-

mentum, but if it cannot diversify, if it cannot also tell 
different things, it will end somewhere.”

Toivanen and her mother were touring Bozdag Film 
Studios, a vast complex in northern Istanbul, where 
historical Ottoman-era blockbusters like “Resurrection: 
Ertugrul” and “Foundation: Osman” were shot.

Toivanen says her love of the romantic dramas 
“Black Money Love” and “Endless Love” brought her 
to Istanbul. “I like Turkish culture very much,” she said. 
”(The series are) very friendly and warm, and there is a 
lot of drama going on.”

The fi rst episode of “Resurrection: Ertugrul” had 
over 157 million views on the Urdu-language YouTube 
channel of Turkish state broadcaster TRT, said produc-
er and screenwriter Mehmet Bozdag, who created the 
popular historical dramas that fi ctionalize the lives of 
Ottoman leaders and heroes. “Foundation: Osman” was 
broadcast in over 110 countries, he said. 

During its run, “Resurrection: Ertugrul” peaked as 
the fourth most in-demand show worldwide in May 
2020, with demand more than 68 times that of the av-
erage show worldwide, according to Parrot Analytics.

Dr. Deniz Gurgen Atalay, assistant professor of fi lm 
and TV at Bahcesehir University in Istanbul, says the 
industry generated $1 billion in 2023 from overseas 
exports and has an important impact on tourism, espe-
cially in Istanbul.

“The TV series sector has a huge share in this. The 
image of Istanbul presented by the series, the food eaten 
here, the drinks drunk, the music listened to, the liv-
ing standards, and the culture here offer a very pleas-
ant place of appreciation within the framework of the 
series,.” Atalay said.

Mert Yazicioglu, another star of “Red Roses,” whose 
eagerly anticipated second season is set to premiere in 
late September, was clad in the attire of his character, a 
member of an Islamic sect, when he took a break from 
fi lming to chat.

The series has propelled the soft-spoken 31-year-old 
to stardom, with Turkey’s media tracking his every 
footstep.

“We have introduced Turkish culture abroad. That 
makes us very happy,” he said, wearing his character’s 
baggy beige trousers and matching waistcoat.

Baldwin Elba

M
O

N
D

A
Y

, J
U

L
Y

 1
5,

 2
02

4



People & Places

NEWS/FEATURES
ARAB TIMES, MONDAY, JULY 15, 2024

12

Obituary

Mixed laughs, sweat

Fitness guru Richard
Simmons dies at 76
NEW YORK, July 14, (AP): Richard Simmons, 
television’s hyperactive court jester of physical fi t-
ness who built a mini-empire in his trademark tank 
tops and short shorts by urging the overweight to 
exercise and eat better, died Saturday. He turned 76 
on Friday. 

Simmons died at his home in Los Angeles, his 
publicist Tom Estey said in an email to The Associ-
ated Press. He gave no further details. 

Los Angeles police and fi re departments say they 
responded to a house - whose address the AP has 
matched with Simmons through public records - 
where a man was declared dead from natural causes. 

Simmons, who had revealed a skin diagnosis in 
March 2024, had lately dropped out of sight, spark-

ing speculating about his 
health and well-being. His 
death was fi rst reported by 
TMZ. 

Simmons was a former 
268-pound teen who became 
a master of many media 
forms, sharing his hard-won 
weight-loss tips as host of 
the Emmy-winning daytime 
“Richard Simmons Show” 
and author of best-selling 
books and the diet plan Deal-
A-Meal. He also opened exer-

cise studios and starred exercise videos, including 
the wildly successful “Sweatin’ to the Oldies” line, 
which became a cultural phenomenon. 

“My food plan and diet are just two words - com-
mon sense. With a dash of good humor,” he told The 
Associated Press in 1982. “I want to help people 
and make the world a healthier, happy place.”

Simmons embraced mass communication to get 
his message out, even as he eventually became the 
butt of jokes for his outfi ts and fl amboyant fl air. He 
was a sought-after guest on TV shows led by Merv 
Griffi n, Mike Douglas and Phil Donahue. But Da-
vid Letterman would prank him and Howard Stern 
would tease him until he cried. He was mocked in 
Neil Simon’s “The Goodbye Girl” on Broadway in 
1993, and Eddie Murphy put on white makeup and 
dressed like him in “The Nutty Professor,” scream-
ing “I’m a pony!”

Motivate
Asked if he thought he could motivate people by 

being silly, Simmons answered, “I think there’s a 
time to be serious and a time to be silly. It’s know-
ing when to do it. I try to have a nice combination. 
Being silly cures depression. It catches people off 
guard and makes them think. But in between that 
silliness is a lot of seriousness that makes sense. It’s 
a different kind of training.”

Simmons’ daytime show was seen on 200 sta-
tions in America, as well as in Australia, New 
Zealand, the Philippines, Japan and South Ameri-
ca. His first book, “Never Say Diet,” was a smash 
best-seller.

He was known to counsel the severely obese, 
including Rosalie Bradford, who held records for 
being the world’s heaviest woman, and Michael 
Hebranko, who credited Simmons for helping him 
lose 700 pounds. Simmons put real people - chubby, 
balding or non-telegenic - in his exercise videos to 
make the fi tness goals seem reachable.

Throughout his career, Simmons was a reliable 
critic of fad diets, always emphasizing healthy eat-
ing and exercise plans. “There’ll always be some 
weird thing about eating four grapes before you go 
to bed, or drinking a special tea, or buying this lit-
tle bean from El Salvador,” he told the AP in 2005 
as the Atkins diet craze swept the country. “If you 
watch your portions and you have a good attitude 
and you work out every day you’ll live longer, feel 
better and look terrifi c.”

Simmons was a native of New Orleans, a chub-
by boy named Milton by his parents. (He renamed 
himself “Richard” around the age of 10 to improve 
his self-image). He would tell people he ate to ex-
cess because he believed his parents liked his older 
brother more. He was teased by schoolmates and 
ballooned to almost 200 pounds.

Simmons told the AP his mother watched ex-
ercise guru Jack LaLanne’s TV show religiously 
when he was growing up, but he wasn’t crazy about 
the fi tness fanatic. “I hated him,” Simmons said. “I 
wasn’t ready for his message because he was fi t and 
he was healthy and he had such a positive attitude, 
and I was none of those things.”

Exchange
Simmons went to Italy as a foreign exchange stu-

dent and ended up doing peanut butter commercials 
and bacchanalian eating scenes for director Federi-
co Fellini in his fi lm “Fellini Satyricon.” He told the 
AP: “I was fat, had curly hair. The Italians thought I 
was hysterical. I was the life of the party.”

His life changed after getting an anonymous let-
ter. “One dark, rainy day I went to my car and found 
a note. It said, ‘Dear Richard, you’re very funny, but 
fat people die young. Please don’t die.” He was so 
stunned that he went on the starvation diet that left 
him thin but very ill.

After the crash diet he gained back 65 pounds. 
Eventually, he was able to devise a sensible plan 
to take off the pounds and keep them off. “I went 
into the business because I couldn’t fi nd anything I 
liked,” he said.

When Simmons hadn’t been seen in public for 
several years, some news outlets speculated that he 
was being held hostage in his own house. In tele-
phone interviews with “Entertainment Tonight” and 
the “Today” show, Simmons refuted the claims and 
told his fans he was enjoying the time by himself. 
Filmmaker-writer Dan Taberski, one of his regular 
students, launched a podcast in 2017 called “Miss-
ing Richard Simmons.”

In 2022, Simmons broke his six-year silence, 
with his spokesperson telling the New York Post 
that the beloved fi tness icon was “living the life he 
has chosen.”

One of the online tributes after Simmons’ passing 
was from actor-comedian Pauly Shore, who previ-
ously developed an unauthorized biopic of Sim-
mons, which Simmons objected to at the time.

“I just got word like everyone else that the beauti-
ful Richard Simmons has passed,” he began in an 
Instagram post. “I hope you’re at peace and twin-
kling up in the heavens,” adding “You’re one of a 
kind, Richard. An amazing life. An amazing story.”

Simmons

In this Jan. 14, 2012 fi le photo, Shannen Doherty participates in a panel for the television show ‘Shannen Says’ on WE tv during the AMC Networks portion of the 
Television Critics Association Winter Press Tour in Pasadena, Calif. Doherty, the ‘Beverly Hills, 90210’ star, has died, Saturday, July 13. She was 53. (AP)

‘90210’ star was devoted daughter, sister, aunt

Doherty succumbs to cancer at 53
LOS ANGELES, July 14, (AP): 
Shannen Doherty, the “Beverly Hills, 
90210” star whose life and career were 
roiled by illness and tabloid stories, 
has died at 53.

Doherty died Saturday, according to 
a statement from her publicist, Leslie 
Sloane. She had had breast cancer for 
years.

“The devoted daughter, sister, aunt 
and friend was surrounded by her 
loved ones as well as her dog, Bowie. 
The family asks for their privacy at 
this time so they can grieve in peace,” 
Sloane said in a statement. The news 
was fi rst reported by People magazine.

Her illness was publicly revealed in 
a lawsuit fi led in 2015 against her for-
mer business managers, in which she 
alleged they mismanaged her money 
and allowed her health insurance to 
lapse. She later shared intimate details 
of her treatment following a single 
mastectomy. In December 2016, she 
posted a photo of her fi rst day of radia-
tion, calling the treatment “frighten-
ing” for her.

In February 2020, Doherty revealed 
that the cancer had returned and she 
was at stage four. She said she came 
forward because her health conditions 
could come out in court. The actor had 
sued insurance giant State Farm after 
her California home was damaged in 
a fi re in 2018.

A native of Memphis, Tennessee, 
Doherty moved to Los Angeles with 
her family at age 7 and, within a few 
years, became an actor.

“It was completely my decision,” 
she told The Associated Press in a 
1994 interview. “My parents never 
pushed me into anything. They support 
me. It really wouldn’t matter if I was a 
professional soccer player - they’d still 
be as supportive and loving.”

As a child star, she worked steadily 
in such TV series as “Little House on 
the Prairie,” in which she played Jenny 
Wilder. She detoured as a teenager to 

the big screen in “Girls Just Want to 
Have Fun” (1985) and “Heathers.”

In 1990, the doe-eyed, dark-haired 
actor won her breakout role as Brenda 
Walsh in producer Aaron Spelling’s hit 
teenage melodrama set in posh Bev-
erly Hills. She and Jason Priestley’s 
Brandon, Brenda’s twin brother, were 
fi sh-out-of-water Midwesterners.

But Doherty’s fame came with me-
dia scrutiny and accounts of outbursts, 
drinking and impulsiveness - the latter 
most notably after a very brief mar-
riage to George Hamilton’s son. Do-
herty’s second marriage, in 2002, was 
to Rick Salomon, who was involved in 
a sex-tape incident with Paris Hilton. 
The marriage was annulled within a 
year. In 2011, Doherty married pho-
tographer Kurt Iswarienko. She fi led 
for divorce in April 2023.

She left “90210” at the end of its 
fourth season in 1994 (the show aired 
until 2000), reportedly removed by 
Spelling because of confl icts with her 
co-stars and chronic lateness.

But in her 1994 AP interview, Do-
herty described her life as peaceful.

Charmed
“It must be, if you pick up the En-

quirer and fi nd the only thing they can 
write about me is that I installed a pay 
phone next to my house and was seen at 
Stroud’s (a discount bed-and-bath chain) 
buying $1,400 worth of bed linens and 
wouldn’t go to an expensive store,” she 
said. “It must be calm if they’re pulling 
that stuff out of their heads.”

Three years later, in 1997, Doherty 
was sentenced to anger-management 
counseling by a Beverly Hills Mu-
nicipal Court judge after she allegedly 
smashed a beer bottle onto a man’s 
windshield during a quarrel. In another 
legal scrape, she pleaded no contest 
after a 2001 drunken driving arrest 
and was ordered to serve fi ve days in 
a work-release program.

Doherty reunited with Spelling 

when he cast her in 1998 as Prue Halli-
well in “Charmed.” In an AP interview 
that year, the actor expressed regrets 
about her past.

“I did bring a lot of it on myself,” 
Doherty said. “I don’t think I can 
point fi ngers and say, ‘Oh, YOU’RE to 
blame.’ And I don’t do that with my-
self, either. Because I was just growing 
up.”

Her personality was “grotesquely 
misconstrued” by the media, Doherty 
added.

Spelling said at the time that their 
relationship was never as bad as some 
made it seem.

“We had a few bumps along the 
road, but golly, who doesn’t?” said 
Spelling, who died in 2006. “Every-
thing Shannen did was blown out of 
proportion by the rag sheets.”

Doherty co-starred with Holly 
Marie Combs and Alyssa Milano in 
“Charmed” from 1998-2001, at which 
point her character was replaced by 
one played by Rose McGowan. Do-
herty appeared in the “90210” sequel 
series seven years later, along with 
original series star Jennie Garth, and 
competed on “Dancing with the Stars” 
in 2010. She also worked on the third 
“Beverly Hills, 90210” reboot, called 
“BH90210,” a meta send-up of the 
show that aired for one season in 2019. 

She also appeared in a tribute epi-
sode of “Riverdale” dedicated to that 
show’s star - and her late “Beverly 
Hills, 90210” on-screen love interest - 
Luke Perry.

Doherty struggled to recapture her 
“Beverly Hills, 90210” star status, but 
worked in big-screen fi lms including 
“Mallrats” and “Jay and Silent Bob 
Strike Back” and in such TV movies 
as “A Burning Passion: The Margaret 
Mitchell Story,” in which she played 
the “Gone with the Wind” author. A 
nadir was “Blindfold: Acts of Obses-
sion,” an erotic thriller opposite Judd 
Nelson.

Obituary

Ryan Reynolds and Peggy a.k.a. 
Dogpool the ‘UK’s Ugliest Dog Win-
ner’, pose for photographers at the 
photo call for the fi lm ‘Deadpool & 
Wolverine’ on Friday, July 12, in Lon-

don. (AP)

Kahlo Ma

MEXICO CITY: Frida Kahlo had no 
religious affi liation. Why, then, did the 
Mexican artist depict several religious 
symbols in the paintings she produced until 
her death on July 13, 1954?

“Frida conveyed the power of each 
individual,” said art researcher and curator 
Ximena Jordán. “Her self-portraits are 
a reminder of the ways in which we can 
exercise the power that life - or God, so to 
speak - has given us.”

Born in 1907 in Mexico City - where her 
“Blue House” remains open for visitors - 
Kahlo used her own personal experiences 
as a source of inspiration for her art.

The bus accident that she survived in 
1925, the physical pain that she endured as 
a consequence and the tormented relation-
ship with her husband - Mexican muralist 
Diego Rivera - all nurtured her creativity.

Her take on life and spirituality sparked 
a connection between her paintings and her 
viewers, many of whom remain passionate 
admirers of her work on the 70th anniver-
sary of her death.

One of the keys to understand how she 
achieved this, Jordán said, lies in her self-
portraits.

Kahlo appears in many of her paint-
ings, but she did not portray herself in a 
naturalistic way. Instead, Jordán said, she 
“re-created” herself through symbols that 
convey the profoundness of interior human 
life.

“Diego and I” is the perfect example. 
Painted by Kahlo in 1949, it sold for $34.9 
million at Sotheby’s in New York in 2021, 
an auction record for a work by a Latin 
American artist.

In the painting, Kahlo’s expression is 
serene despite the tears falling from her 
eyes. Rivera’s face is on her forehead. And, 
in the center of his head, a third eye, which 
signifi es the unconscious mind in Hinduism 
and enlightenment in Buddhism.

According to some interpretations, the 
painting represents the pain that Rivera 
infl icted on her. Jordán, though, offers 
another reading.

“The religiosity of the painting is not 
in the fact that Frida carries Diego in her 
thoughts,” Jordán said. “The fact that she 
bears him as a third eye, and Diego has a 
third eye of his own, refl ects that his affec-

Variety

Japanese Kabuki actor Danjuro Ichikawa speaks during an interview session 
of his new show ‘Hoshiawase Jusandan,’ June 11, 2024, in Tokyo. Danjuro is a 
virtuoso in switching roles. In his latest production, he plays 13 parts, includ-
ing a beautiful princess, a sushi chef and the owner of the sushi restaurant, a 
brave samurai and a fox who impersonates that samurai to get close to the court 

dancer Lady Shizuka. (AP) — Details Page 11

tion for her made her transcend to another 
dimension of existence.”

In other words, Kahlo portrayed how 
individuals connect to their spirituality 
through love.

“I connected with her heart and writ-
ings,” said Cris Melo, a 58-year-old 
American artist whose favorite Kahlo work 
is the aforementioned painting. “We had 
the same love language, and similar history 

of heartache.”  (AP)
❑     ❑     ❑

BEIJING: Chinese comedy “Successor” 
topped the daily box offi ce chart on the 
Chinese mainland on its fi rst day of pre-
view screenings, with whopping daily box 
offi ce sales of 156.53 million yuan (21.95 
million US dollars) on Saturday.

Starring comedy stars Shen Teng and 

Ma Li and directed by Yan Fei and Peng 
Damo, the fi lm tells the story of a poor ru-
ral couple who count on their son to change 
their fate. It will be available for public 
screening on Tuesday.

Crime thriller “A Place Called Silence” 
stood second, raking in over 81.82 million 
yuan on its 11th day of public screening.

Universal and Illumination’s animated 
comedy “Despicable Me 4” came up third 
with 44.09 million yuan of box offi ce sales.

The total box offi ce revenue of the Chi-
nese mainland on Saturday stood at 308.51 
million yuan. (Xinhua)

❑     ❑     ❑

ZHENGZHOU: Chinese archaeologists have 
unearthed the ruins of an inner city gate of 
the capital of the Northern Song Dynasty 
(960-1126). This discovery marks the larg-
est and highest-scale city gate ruins from 
the Northern Song period found so far.

The ruins are located in the city of 
Kaifeng, which was the ancient capital of 
the Northern Song Dynasty for 168 years.

Jinglong Gate, the only inner city gate 
of the ancient capital discovered to date, 
is about 60 meters wide with the gateway 
extending 19.3 meters.

“The overall scale of Jinglong Gate 
is larger than the Shuntian Gate in 
the ancient capital of Song, which had 
earlier been discovered,” said Wang 
Sanying, vice president of Kaifeng 
municipal institute of cultural heritage 
and archaeology.

He added that the discovery of the 
inner city gate holds great significance 
in locating the imperial city of the 
Northern Song Dynasty and the palaces 
within. (Xinhua)
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Affordable healthcare essential for economic growth and public health

By Fahad Al Mojil  
Independent Research

In a nation celebrated for freedom and equality, access to healthcare 
remains contentious. While some view it as a commodity, healthcare 

is an essential human right vital for life preservation. This essay argues 
that healthcare must transcend financial barriers, embodying a core social 
right. It discusses economic benefits, ethical state obligations, and public 
health outcomes to show that equitable healthcare access is crucial for a 
thriving society.

Affordable healthcare boosts productivity and curbs long-term costs. Ac-
cess to preventive care and early treatment reduces missed workdays and en-
hances job performance. A study by the Partnership to Fight Chronic Disease 
found the US loses $1.3 trillion annually due to chronic disease-related pro-
ductivity losses. Affordable healthcare helps manage health better, reducing 

chronic illness risks and saving billions in lost productivity.
Early access to healthcare lowers future costs by preventing chronic ill-

nesses and treating infectious diseases early.
This also stimulates economic growth through increased productivity and 

reduced absenteeism.
States, especially the US, have clear ethical obligations regarding 

healthcare. According to UN Resolution A/76/L.75 and the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights, healthcare is a fundamental right for all. 
The 14th Amendment of the US Constitution reinforces this by guar-
anteeing equal protection under the law. States must provide universal 
healthcare, ensuring it is affordable, adequate, and high-quality. Proper 
training, licensing, and regulation of healthcare providers are also essen-
tial to ensure safe and effective care.

Public health outcomes in the US highlight the importance of acces-
sible healthcare. The Affordable Care Act (ACA) expanded healthcare 

access, reducing the number of uninsured Americans by 20 million. This 
led to increased preventive services, reduced healthcare costs, and few-
er medical bankruptcies. Medicaid expansion under the ACA improved 
health outcomes for low-income Americans by providing primary care 
access and reducing uninsured rates. Public health programs like the CDC 
have been crucial in preventing infectious diseases, improving vaccina-
tion rates, reducing tobacco use, and promoting healthy lifestyles, leading 
to better public health outcomes.

In conclusion, healthcare is a fundamental human right that should be ac-
cessible to everyone without discrimination. Affordable healthcare benefi ts 
society economically and is an ethical obligation of the state. The economic 
benefi ts, ethical state obligations, and positive public health outcomes in the 
US demonstrate the necessity of equal healthcare access for a thriving society. 
The US must prioritize high-quality, affordable healthcare for all citizens to 
ensure a healthy and prosperous life.

Access to healthcare in US: A fundamental right or privilege?

Ground tests vital to solve Starliner module issues

Astronauts confident Boeing’s capsule
can return them safely, despite failures
CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla., July 14, 
(AP): Two astronauts who should 
have been back on Earth weeks ago 
said that they’re confident that Boe-
ing’s space capsule can return them 
safely, despite a string of vexing 
breakdowns.

NASA test pilots Butch Wilmore 
and Suni Williams launched aboard 
Boeing’s new Starliner capsule early 
last month, the first people to ride 
it. Helium leaks and thruster fail-
ures almost derailed their arrival at 
the International Space Station, and 
have kept them there much longer 
than planned. Now the earliest they 
could return may be the end of July, 
officials said.

In their fi rst news conference from 
orbit, the pair said they expect to return 
once thruster testing is complete here 
on Earth. They said they’re not com-
plaining about getting extra time in 
orbit, and are enjoying helping the sta-
tion crew. Both have previously spent 
stints at the orbiting lab, which is also 
home to seven others.

“I have a real good feeling in my 
heart that the spacecraft will bring us 
home, no problem,” Williams told re-
porters.

The test fl ight should have lasted 
eight days, ending on June 14.

NASA’s commercial crew program 
director Steve Stich said the earliest 
the Starliner astronauts might return 
is the end of July. The goal is to get 
them back before SpaceX delivers a 
fresh crew in mid-August, but that, 
too, could change, he noted.

Propulsion
This week, NASA and Boeing are 

trying to duplicate the Starliner’s 
thruster problems on a brand new unit 
at White Sands Missile Range in New 
Mexico, one of the prime landing sites 
in the US western desert. The trouble 
is in the propulsion system, used to 
maneuver the spacecraft.

Five thrusters failed as the capsule 
approached the space station on June 
6, a day after liftoff. Four have since 
been reactivated. Wilmore said there 
should be enough working thrusters 
to get him and Williams out of orbit. 
There are also bigger engines that 
could fi ll in, if necessary.

“That mantra you’ve heard, failure 
is not an option, that’s why we are 
staying here now,” Wilmore said. “We 
trust that the tests that we’re doing are 
the ones we need to do to get the right 
answers, to give us the data that we 
need to come back.”

Boeing and NASA consider the 
ground tests essential to determine 
what might have gone wrong since that 
part of the capsule - the service mod-
ule - is discarded before landing. The 
leaks also are located in this disposable 
section.

So far, testing has not replicated the 

hot temperatures reached during the 
fl ight, according to Stich. Managers 
want to make sure the suspect thrust-
ers are not damaged, before bringing 
Starliner back. They were fi red more 
frequently than anticipated early in the 
fl ight, and the extra demand on them 

may have caused them to fail, Stich 
noted.

At the same time, ground tests are 
being conducted to better understand 
the helium leaks, which could stem 
from bad seals. Offi cials have previ-
ously said there is ample helium left 

for the trip home.
Hurricane Beryl slowed some of the 

work. Johnson Space Center in Hous-
ton, home to the control centers for 
both NASA and Boeing, was closed 
earlier this week to all but the most 
critical staff.

Milky Way galaxy can be larger than expected

Webb Space Telescope captures
‘intertwined galaxies’ in infrared
CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla., July 14, 
(Agencies): The Webb Space Tele-
scope has captured a pair of inter-
twined galaxies glowing in the infra-
red.

The observatory operated by NASA 
and the European Space Agency pho-
tographed the two galaxies 326 million 
light-years away, surrounded by a blue 
haze of stars and gas. A light-year is 
5.8 trillion miles.

The pictures, released Friday, marks 
the second anniversary of Webb’s sci-
ence operations. 

The neighboring galaxies, nick-
named Penguin and the Egg, have 
been tangled up for tens of millions 
of years, according to NASA. They’ll 
eventually merge into a single galaxy. 
The same interaction will happen to 
our own Milky Way and the Androm-
eda Galaxy in 4 billion years, the space 
agency said. 

Considered the successor to the ag-
ing Hubble Space Telescope, Webb is 
the biggest and most powerful astro-
nomical observatory ever launched. It 
rocketed away in 2021 and underwent 
six months of commissioning, before 
its fi rst offi cial images were released in 
July 2022. 

It’s positioned 1 million miles (1.6 
million kilometers) from Earth.

“In just two years, Webb has trans-
formed our view of the universe,” 
NASA’s Mark Clampin said in a state-
ment.

Meanwhile, a SpaceX rocket has 
failed for the fi rst time in nearly a de-
cade, leaving the company’s internet 
satellites in an orbit so low that they’re 
doomed to fall through the atmosphere 
and burn up.

The Falcon 9 rocket blasted off from 
California on Thursday night, carrying 
20 Starlink satellites. Several minutes 
into the fl ight, the upper stage engine 
malfunctioned. SpaceX on Friday 
blamed a liquid oxygen leak.

The company said fl ight controllers 
managed to make contact with half of 
the satellites and attempted to boost 

them to a higher orbit using onboard 
ion thrusters. But with the low end of 
their orbit only 84 miles (135 kilome-
ters) above Earth - less than half what 
was intended - “our maximum avail-
able thrust is unlikely to be enough to 
successfully raise the satellites,” the 
company said via X. 

SpaceX said the satellites will re-
enter the atmosphere and burn up. 
There was no mention of when they 
might come down. More than 6,000 
orbiting Starlinks currently provide 
internet service to customers in 
some of the most remote corners of 
the world.

The Federal Aviation Administra-
tion said the problem must be fi xed be-
fore Falcon rockets can fl y again.

It was not known if or how the acci-
dent might impact SpaceX’s upcoming 

crew fl ights. A billionaire’s spacefl ight 
is scheduled for July 31 from Florida 
with plans for the fi rst private space-
walk, followed in mid-August by an 
astronaut fl ight to the International 
Space Station for NASA.

The tech entrepreneur who will lead 
the private fl ight, Jared Isaacman, said 
Friday that SpaceX’s Falcon 9 has “an 
incredible track record” and as well as 
an emergency escape system. 

The last launch failure occurred 
in 2015 during a space station cargo 
run. Another rocket exploded the 
following year during testing on the 
ground.

Also:
KUNMING: The Milky Way galaxy 
can be larger than previously expected 
and have a more complex radial struc-
ture, according to scientists.

The study, conducted by researchers 
from Yunnan University and several 
international institutes, was recently 
published in Nature Astronomy.

Using data from stellar spectroscop-
ic surveys, researchers constructed 
a radial density distribution of stars 
from the inner to the outer regions of 
the Galaxy, measuring the Galaxy’s 
radius.

The result indicates that the Galactic 
disk structure in the outer disk region 
conforms to a classical exponential 
distribution while the inner disk region 
remains nearly fl at. This fi nding is dis-
tinct from the long-standing assump-
tion of a single exponential disk for the 
Galaxy, according to Lian Jianhui, a 
researcher at Yunnan University.

Lian said the study can impact mea-
suring the Galaxy’s key physical prop-
erties. Based on the assumption in the 
past, the half-light radius of the Gal-
axy, within which half of its luminos-
ity is contained, was estimated to be 
about 10,000 light-years. The radius 
was extraordinarily smaller compared 
to galaxies of similar mass, and thus, 
the Galaxy was classifi ed as a compact 
galaxy.

Measles kills 160 in Afghanistan

4 children die of suspected
‘Chandipura virus’ in India
NEW DELHI, July 14, (Agencies): 
At least four children have died and 
two others are undergoing treatment 
for suspected infection of Chandipura 
virus in the western Indian state of Gu-
jarat, offi cials said Saturday.

The deaths have been reported 
at Himmat Nagar Civil Hospital in 
Sabarkantha district, about 63 km 
northeast of Gandhinagar, the capital 
city of Gujarat.

According to chief district health 
offi cer Sabarkantha Raj Sutariya, the 
blood samples of all these children 
have been sent to the National Institute 
of Virology in Pune for confi rmation.

Health offi cials said the Chandipura 
virus causes fever, with symptoms 
similar to fl u, and acute infl ammation 
of the brain. The pathogen is transmit-
ted by vectors like mosquitoes, ticks 
and sandfl ies.  

❑     ❑     ❑

Measles: At least 160 people have 
died from measles in Afghanistan over 
the past six months, the World Health 
Organization (WHO) has reported.

According to the report, 36,618 
people were infected with the disease 
during the current year, and 160 deaths 
have been registered, out of which 81.1 
percent of suspected cases of measles 
were children below the age of fi ve, 
and 45 percent of them were women.

Most of the cases have been re-
corded in eastern Afghanistan’s Khost 
province, the report added.

Lack of awareness of measles, lack 
of access to health facilities, non-vac-
cination of children and migration of 
Afghans from one place to another are 
factors in the increase of the disease in 
some remote areas of Afghanistan, the 
report added. 

❑     ❑     ❑

Avian fl u: The H5N1 highly patho-
genic avian fl u virus may be more infec-
tious to humans if passed on from cattle 
than directly from birds, Japanese daily 
Mainichi Shimbun has reported, citing a 
team of researchers in Japan.

The researchers led by Yoshihiro 
Kawaoka, director of the University of 
Tokyo, Pandemic Preparedness, Infec-
tion and Advanced Research Center, 
published their fi ndings in the online 
edition of the British scientifi c journal 
Nature dated July 9.

The team used receptors in human 
respiratory cells to react with both bo-
vine-derived and avian-derived H5N1 
viruses, and found that the bovine-
derived virus had stronger binding 
strength than the avian-derived virus, 
with the data suggesting that the for-
mer “more effi ciently infects humans” 
than the latter, the media report pub-
lished on Wednesday said.

The researchers also confi rmed 
that bovine-derived virus is highly 
pathogenic to mice and ferrets. When 
ferrets and mice were infected with 
bovine-derived H5N1, the virus mul-
tiplied throughout the body, including 
the brain and muscles, and was highly 
virulent, it added.

“It has been suggested that the na-
ture of the virus may have changed. 
We should be concerned about human-
to-human transmission as well in the 
future,” Kawaoka said.

The H5N1 strain is characterized by 
its extremely high infectivity and viru-
lence in birds. Global outbreaks began 
in the 2000s, causing mass deaths of 
chickens in many regions.

A series of cases of infection in vari-
ous mammals have been found since 
2020, with 28 human infections re-
ported to the World Health Organiza-
tion, but no cases of human-to-human 
transmission have been confi rmed, 
Mainichi Shimbun reported.

❑     ❑     ❑

Cholera: Prolonged rainfall and fl ash 
fl oods in Somalia have led to an in-
crease in cholera cases, disproportion-
ately affecting displaced women and 
children, global charity CARE Inter-
national warned on Friday.

According to the charity, 123 lives 
were lost to cholera between January and 
June. The organization said that its na-
tional partners are working to provide af-
fected communities with medical servic-
es, clean water and sanitation facilities.

“We fear that the cases might in-
crease as seasonal rains and fl ash fl oods 
are expected to affect at least 770,000 
people in the next few months,” Ab-
difarhan Gure, CARE Somalia deputy 
country director of programs, said in 
a statement issued in Mogadishu, the 
capital of Somalia.

Gure said fl ooding, which has 
mostly affected displaced women and 
children, threatens to worsen as com-
munities lack access to clean water. Its 
supported health facilities treated over 
11,925 acute diarrhea cases from Janu-
ary to May, with more than 60 percent 
of patients being children under fi ve.

Water infrastructure were destroyed, 
leaving thousands without clean water 
and sanitation, Gure said.

Also:
MINNEAPOLIS: US Sen. Amy Klobu-
char said Friday that she remains can-
cer-free following her bout with breast 
cancer in 2021, but doctors recently 
removed a small calcifi cation and that 
she’ll get radiation treatment as a pre-
caution.

The Minnesota Democrat, who 
chairs the powerful Rules Commit-
tee, was successfully treated for early-
stage breast cancer three years ago. 

Klobuchar said at the time that the 
cancer was detected during a routine 
mammogram. Her cancer was stage 
1A, meaning it had not spread beyond 
the breast. She had a lumpectomy 
to remove it followed by radiation 
therapy. She was treated amid a busy 
hearing schedule involving the Jan 6. 
insurrection, including one treatment 
two days after her father died. 

In a post Friday on X, the social 
media site formerly known as Twit-
ter, Klobuchar said she recently had a 
routine six-month exam at the Mayo 
Clinic.

In this photo provided by NASA 
and the Space Telescope Science 
Institute, two interacting galaxies 
are captured by the Webb Space 
Telescope in the infrared. Scien-
tists say the neighboring galaxies, 
nicknamed Penguin, (right), and 
the Egg, (left), have been tangled 
up for tens of millions of years. (AP)
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Argentina beat France for fi rst time in 8 years
Hosts restores wounded pride

BUENOS AIRES, Argen-
tina, July 14, (AP): Argen-
tina beat France 33-25 for 
the fi rst time in eight years 
with a powerful pride-re-
storing performance.

A Pumas side stocked with Rug-
by World Cup players surprisingly 
lost to the third-string French last 
weekend in Mendoza. The French 
XV had less than 100 caps.

The Pumas were far more aggres-
sive in Buenos Aires and the for-
wards were responsible for four of 
their fi ve tries. They blew a 21-10 
lead at halftime and fell behind 25-
21, but while France prop Georges-
Henri Colombe was in the sin-bin, 
the pack engineered two tries fi n-
ished by replacement prop Thomas 
Gallo.

France was consumed by con-
troversy in the past week as two 
of its players were arrested and 
charged with aggravated sexual 
assault and Melvyn Jaminet, a fi rst 
test try-scorer, was sent home after 
making a racist comment on a so-
cial media video.

France’s tour continued under a 
dark cloud which it hoped to alle-
viate with a fi rst series win in Ar-
gentina since 1998. It put itself in a 
winning position with its energetic 
start to the second half which saw 
tries to center Emilien Gailleton 
and winger Theo Attissogbe.

But Argentina rallied to seize 
back the lead and give Felipe Con-
tempomi his fi rst win as head coach.

“We played better than last 
week. There were a lot of things 
to improve and I’m proud of the 
character we showed,” said Pumas 
captain Julian Montoya, who was 

forced from the fi eld injured after 
20 minutes.

France scored fi rst from an Ar-
gentina knock-on on halfway. In 
the counterattack, Mickael Guillard 
broke and Attissogbe was in sup-
port to put in captain Baptiste Serin.

In the 17th minute, the Pumas 
won a penalty and pumped the ball 
into the right corner. After seven 
phases, prop Eduardo Bello drove 
the ball over to level.

Antoine Hastoy’s penalty nudged 
France ahead but Argentina claimed 
the lead for the fi rst time after 30 
minutes when it was awarded a 
penalty try from a pushover scrum. 
Mayco Vivas popped France oppo-
site Demba Bamba and the visiting 
scrum disintegrated.

Santiago Carreras’ own convert-
ed try, when he barged through two 
defenders at the line, increased the 
Pumas’ lead to 21-10 at halftime.

France was re-energized in the 
second half and cut Argentina’s lead 
to a single point within six minutes.

Another Hastoy penalty was fol-
lowed by Gailleton’s try from his 
own chargedown.

Three minutes later, France re-
claimed the lead when fullback 
Leo Barre’s grubber kick bounced 
kindly for Attisogbe to snatch and 
score his second try of the series. 
Hastoy missed the conversion after 
four successive goalkicks.

Argentina steeled itself, helped 
when Colombe received a yellow 
card for a high tackle.

Gallo scored the next two tries 
in similar circumstances: Lin-
eout mauls and pick-and-goes 
that France couldn’t stop. Argen-
tina earned a fi rst home win in two 
years.

“For me,” Serin said, “it was very 
proud to prepare the last week and 
I’m very proud of the guys.”

Argentina’s Los Pumas celebrate with the trophy after winning a rugby test match against France, in Buenos Aires, Argentina. (AP)

NEWTON, Iowa, July 14, (AP): Scott 
McLaughlin said he didn’t feel like he 
was an IndyCar driver until he got a 
win on an oval track.

He reached that goal on Saturday 
night.

McLaughlin continued his fast 
weekend at Iowa Speedway on Satur-
day night, winning the first race of the 
IndyCar Series doubleheader for his 
first victory on an oval track.

McLaughlin led 164 of the 250 laps, 
winning by nearly a half-second over 
second-place driver Pato O’Ward at 
the 0.875-mile oval.

“]r, personally,” McLaughlin said.
McLaughlin, in his fourth full In-

dyCar season, came into this week-
end with five wins on road courses 
and street courses in the series. 

“I felt like an open-wheel driver, 
but an IndyCar driver is someone 
who can win on all three race tracks,” 
McLaughlin said. “Thankfully, I’m 
very proud to say I’ve won an oval 
now as well as a road and a street 
course. Yeah, proud moment for me.”

McLaughlin had the strongest car 
all weekend. He had the fastest time 
in Friday’s practice, set the track sin-
gle-lap record in qualifying Saturday 
afternoon on his second lap to earn 
the pole for Sunday’s race, and started 
on the outside of the first row of this 
race after posting the second-fastest 
first lap during qualifying.

And he was the fastest out of the pits 
when it counted during two caution-
flag stops.

Colton Herta, the pole-sitter for 
the race, led the first 86 laps, but lost 
the lead by a narrow margin when 
McLaughlin beat him out of the pits 
during a caution-flag round of pit 
stops. Herta tried to get by on the re-
start, but McLaughlin was able to hold 
him off.

“I was saying, ‘I think I got him,’” 
McLaughlin said of taking the lead 
coming out of the pits. “I believed I was 
in front of him. It must have been by a 
whisker. I don’t know what it was.”

McLaughlin was leading by more 
than three seconds when series points 
leader Alex Palou crashed on Lap 177. 
Herta, who had just pitted before the 
Palou crash, went a lap down, and 
McLaughlin kept his lead after the pit 
stops during the caution flag.

“At the end of the day, I knew I did 
the job from my perspective, but it was 
a team win,” McLaughlin said. “They 
got me the lead, and I was able to show 
how good that car was, just controlling 
the pace from the front.”

McLaughlin gave Team Penske its 
eighth IndyCar win at Iowa Speedway. 
It was the second win for a Penske car at 
the track this season - Ryan Blaney won 
the NASCAR Cup Series race in June.

“Blaney texted me and he said, 
‘We’re corn brothers now,’” 
McLaughlin said.

Josef Newgarden, McLaughlin’s 
teammate who swept last year’s dou-
bleheader, finished third after starting 
22nd. Scott Dixon was fourth, and 

paving of the track in May, that there 
would only be one racing groove 
proved to be true until late in the race. 
The only change in the top 10 through 
the first 80 laps of the race came when 
Santino Ferrucci, running fifth at the 
time, had to serve a stop-and-go pen-
alty for being out of line on a restart.

“I’d be lying if I would say I wasn’t 
bummed with how we raced,” O’Ward 
said. “It was really tough getting that 
second lane working. We had a very 
strong car, a car that was capable of 
winning. There was just no way to go 
to get around a car.”

“It was just calculated risk tonight,” 
Newgarden said. “You were flirting 
with disaster. It wasn’t a given, there 
wasn’t the real estate to use. You 
were just risking the car every time 
you would move offline to get around 
somebody. I did it a couple of times, 
but I had to. We had to take some risks 
to move forward.”

Palou finished 23rd. He has a 
37-point lead over O’Ward, 43 points 
over Will Power and 44 over Dixon. 
McLaughlin moved up to fifth place, 
59 points back.

PARIS, July 14, (Xinhua): If there is 
one event in the Olympic Games that 
is hard to predict, it is the Olympic 
road race in men’s and women’s cy-
cling.

The leg-breaking 273 kilometers of 
the men’s course, which finishes in 
the shadow of the Eiffel Tower, gives 
plenty of scope for the unexpected 
to happen, where a puncture at the 
wrong moment could derail a gold-
medal attempt.

The Olympics follow hot on the 
heels of the Tour de France, which 
this year finishes in Nice, and tired 
legs from three weeks in the saddle 
could be a factor for some riders as 
they face 2,800 meters of climbing in 
quest for medals.

The Olympic road race is like few 
others, partly because teams are lim-
ited to a maximum of four riders for 
the most powerful cycling nations 
- France, Belgium, Denmark, Brit-
ain and Slovenia, while others such 
as Spain, Italy, the Netherlands, and 
Australia have only three riders each.

Smaller teams mean a change of 
tactics - normally, a rider will have 
a team of six or seven companions, 
with three or four to use their energy 
to chase down any breakaways. How-
ever, with only three or four members 
in a team, it’s all too easy to burn out 
your teammates if nobody else col-
laborates in a chase - this is what hap-
pened to Mark Cavendish in London 
in 2012.

Cavendish went to London as the 
best sprinter in the world and clear 
favorite to win if the race ended in a 
sprint finish, so when there was an at-
tack off the front, nobody helped the 

Team GB riders chase it down, leav-
ing Cavendish frustrated and without 
a medal.

The small teams and style of race 
probably rule out pure sprinters, such 
as Jasper Philipsen and favors riders 
who can specialize in the so-called 
‘one day classics’, with current Tour 
de France leader Tadej Pogacar the 
standout favorite after storming to the 
victory in the Giro de Italia earlier this 
year, while also winning the ‘Classic’ 
races Strade Bianche and Liege-Bas-
togne-Liege.

In the Strade Bianche and Liege-
Bastogne-Liege, Pogacar was able to 
attack the field on a climb and ride off 
the front with over 50 kilometers left 
in the race, and he could look to re-
peat that in Paris.

Any questions over Pogacar will be 
over his fitness after riding the Tour 
de France and Giro, and also whether 
the climbs in Paris are tough enough 
to allow him to launch a decisive solo 
attack.

If Pogacar has to contest a sprint 
finish then Belgian Remco Evene-
poel and Dutch rider Mathieu Van 
der Poel also have to be considered 
favorites as they can all but match 
his stamina and both have slightly 
faster finishes.

Reigning world champion Van der 
Poel is a supreme one-day rider, with 
three wins in the Tour of Flanders and 
wins in the 2023 and 2024 editions of 
the Paris-Roubaix.

Evenepoel was the world champion 

in 2022, and two Liege-Bastogne-
Liege among his ‘palmares’ also 
highlighted the talents of the Belgian, 
who will also have Wout van Aert in 
his team, although Van Aert’s prepa-
rations have not been helped by a bad 
fall he sustained in the spring.

Reigning Olympic champion Rich-
ard Carapaz has not been called up by 
Ecuador and won’t defend his crown, 
while twice Tour de France winner 
Jonas Vingegaard is more of a stage 
rather than a one-day rider.

The only thing that looks certain in 
this race is that sooner or later French 
Julian Alaphilippe will launch an at-
tack and with the pavements packed 
with fans cheering him on, who cer-
tainly has the chance of a medal.

Italy’s Filippo Ganna will start the 
time trial as favorite, but Evenepoel is 
also a good medal hopeful in this race, 
with young British rider Joshua Tar-
ling could also threaten the podium.

In the women’s road race, Dutch 
rider Demi Vollering looks to be the 
favorite after a magnificent 2024, 
while Lotte Kopecky of Belgium goes 
to Paris as the reigning world champi-
on and winner of the women’s Paris-
Roubaix and Strade Bianche.

Italy’s Elisa Balsamo should also 
be close as Britain’s Lizzie Deignan, 
while if the race goes to a sprint, don’t 
bet against 2012 gold medal winner, 
Marianne Vos adding another Olym-
pic gold to her haul of titles.

Van der Poel should also go close 
in the time trial, where riders such 
as America’s Chloe Dygert, Grace 
Brown of Australia and France’s Ju-
liette Labous should also challenge 
for medals.

PARIS, July 14, (Xinhua): Drawing its 
Olympic lineage from the ancient Greek 
sport of pankration, boxing is considered 
one of the Games’ marquee events. De-
spite recent controversies, including ac-
cusations of financial mismanagement and 
governance issues by the IOC-suspended 
International Boxing Association and 
judging scandals, Olympic boxing remains 
a premier event.

For fans and pundits alike, the Olympic 
boxing competition is where future super-

stars announce themselves to the world. 
Former gold medalists like Muhammad Ali, 
Sugar Ray Leonard, Oscar De La Hoya, 
Lennox Lewis and, more recently, Anthony 
Joshua, have used the Games as a crucial 
springboard to global stardom.

The event will take place from July 27 to 
August 10.

The boxing competition will feature ath-
letes from around the world, competing in 
weight classes ranging from flyweight to 
super heavyweight.

The men’s competition includes seven 
weight classes: 51kg, 57kg, 63.5kg, 71kg, 
80kg, 92kg, and +92kg. The women’s 
competition features six weight classes: 
50kg, 54kg, 57kg, 60kg, 66kg, and 75kg.

From 1984 to 2012, male boxers wore 
protective headgear, a requirement dropped 
for the 2016 Rio Olympics, though female 
boxers still wear headgear. Men’s matches 
consist of three rounds lasting three minutes 
each, while women’s matches include four 
rounds of two minutes each.

Rinus VeeKay was fifth.
“You can’t start 22nd,” Newgarden 

said. “In other years, I would have been 

OK starting 22nd. This was almost the 
kiss of death starting that far back.”

The concern, after the partial re-

O’Ward finishes second

McLaughlin stays fast, wins 1st race
of IndyCar’s doubleheader at Iowa

Trio of cyclists to beat in tight road race

High drama and emerging stars at the Olympics

Scott McLaughlin celebrates after winning an IndyCar auto race, Saturday, 
July 13, 2024, at Iowa Speedway in Newton, Iowa. (AP )

Los Angeles Sparks’ Aari McDonald, (left), and Dallas Wings’ Jacy Shel-
don, (right), compete for the ball in the second half of a WNBA basketball 

game in Arlington, Texas. (AP)

CHICAGO, July 14, (AP): Sabrina 
Ionescu scored 28 points for New 
York and the Liberty snapped An-
gel Reese’s WNBA-record double-
double streak at 15 games as they 
beat the Chicago Sky 81-67 on Sat-
urday. 

Jonquel Jones added 14 points, 
nine rebounds and seven assists for 
New York (20-4), which has won 
three games in row, including a 91-
76 win over the Sky on Thursday. 
Leonie Fiebich tied her career high 
(set in the win over Chicago last 
time out) with 13-points and Ivana 
Dojkic added 12. 

Reese, a front-runner for WNBA 
rookie of the year, fi nished with 
eight points and 16 rebounds for 
the Sky. Marina Mabrey fi nished 
with 21 points, a career-high 12 
rebounds and seven assists, and 
Michaela Onyenwere scored a sea-
son-high 14. 

New York shot just 29% (6 of 
21) and allowed the Sky to grab 
nine offensive rebounds while 
Mabrey scored 11 points in the 
first quarter to give Chicago a 
seven-point lead but the Liberty 
outscored the Sky 29-13 - includ-
ing nine points by Dojkic - in the 
second quarter. 

Dana Evans hit a 3-pointer that 
gave Chicago a 34-29 lead with 
4:59 remaining in the fi rst half but 
the Sky went 0 for 5 from the fi eld 
and committed fi ve turnovers from 
there as New York closed the sec-
ond quarter on a 14-0 run to take the 
lead for good and make it 43-34 at 
halftime.

The Liberty led by at least seven 
points throughout the second half. 

New York, which committed fi ve 
turnovers, scored 11 points off 14 
Sky turnovers. 

Breanna Stewart (hamstring) did 
not play for the Liberty. The two-
time WNBA MVP (2018, 2023) 
leads New York in scoring (19.3 
per game), steals (2.0) and blocks 
(1.5). 

Sparks 87, Wings 81
In Arlington, Dearica Hamby 

scored 27 points, rookie Rickea 
Jackson added a career-high 23 
points and the Los Angeles Sparks 
beat the Dallas Wings in a battle be-
tween the WNBA’s cellar dwellers. 

Azurá Stevens fi nished with 16 
points, eight rebounds, four assists, 
four steals and three blocks while 
shooting 6 of 10 from the fi eld, 4 of 
4 from 3-point range, for the Sparks 
(6-17). Aari McDonald added 12 
points. 

Stevens hit a 3-pointer to make it 
72-all with 5:49 to play and spark an 
11-1 run that gave the Sparks an 80-
73 lead when Hamby’s capped the 
spurt with 3:49 left. Arike Ogun-
bowale hit two free throws to trim 
Dallas’ defi cit to 80-77 with 2:28 
remaining but Hamby answered 
with a layup, Aari McDonald fol-
lowed with a par of foul shots and 
the Wings got no closer.

Odyssey Sims led Dallas (5-19) 
with 23 points. She has scored in 
double-fi gures in seven of eight 
games, including each of the last 
six, since she signed with the team 
on June 25. Natasha Howard scored 
14 points, Kalani Brown 13 and 
Teaira McCowan 10. Ogunbowale 
score 12 points but was just 2-of-14 
shooting and committed fi ve turno-
vers. 

Los Angeles won for just the sec-
ond time in its last 12 games. The 
Sparks have four wins (two wins 
each against the Wings and the Las 
Vegas Aces) since May 28. 

Dallas has won just twice since 
May 26. 

Jackson scored six points - and 
Stevens hit a 3-pointer and followed 
with a layup that gave Los Angeles 
its fi rst lead at 20-18 - in an 11-0 run 
to close the fi rst quarter and Jack-
son’s layup to open the second gave 
the Sparks a 24-18 lead. 

Hamby scored 17 points on 8-of-
12 shooting and Jackson added 12 
points as the Sparks took a 45-44 
lead into halftime. Los Angeles shot 
56% (20 of 36) and had eight steals 
- three by Stevens, who also had 
eight points and six rebounds - in 
the fi rst half. 

Stevens and Kia Nurse hit back-
to-back 3-pointers to cap a 12-2 run 
to open the third quarter that gave 
Los Angeles a 57-46 lead with 6:34 
left in the period.

BASKETBALL

CYCLING

RUGBY

CAR RACING
Sparks top Wings 87-81

Ionescu, Liberty beat Sky
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Dallas overcomes Galaxy

Torres scores brace as Orlando City earn 3rd straight victory
FOXBOROUGH, July 14, (AP): Fac-
undo Torres scored two goals, Ramiro 
Enrique scored for the second consec-
utive game and Orlando City beat the 
New England Revolution 3-1 Saturday 
night. 

Orlando City (10-9-6) has three con-
secutive games and four of its last fi ve. 

Torres scored for the second game 
in a row to make it 1-1 in the 51st min-
ute. New England’s Ian Harkes redi-
rected a pass played by Martin Ojeda 
but the ball rolled to Torres for a one-
touch fi nish from just inside the area. 

Enrique made his second start of 
the season and scored for the second 

consecutive game to give Orlando City 
a 2-1 lead in the 59th. César Araújo 
played a header to the near post where 
Enrique tapped in from point-blank 
range. 

New England (7-13-1), which is 
coming off a 2-0 loss to the Sounders 
in Seattle, has lost back-to-back games 
after it had won fi ve of six games. 

Aljaz Ivacic had four saves for the 
Revolution. 

Torres capped the scoring with a 
goal in the 81st minute. It was the sec-
ond multi-goal game in the past fi ve 
for Torres, who has scored six goals in 
as many games. 

Petar Musa and Logan Farrington 
each scored a goal to help FC Dallas 
beat the LA Galaxy 2-0  . 

Farrington’s one-touch shot from 
the right side of the area was kick-
saved by goalkeeper John McCarthy 
but Musa was there for the putback 
into a wide-open net from the center of 
the area that gave Dallas a 1-0 lead in 
the 19th minute. 

Musa became the fi rst FC Dallas 
player to score in three consecutive 
MLS regular season games since Jesús 
Ferreira in May 2023. 

Farrington slipped behind the de-
fense, ran onto a long arcing ball from 
Asier Illarramendi and beat McCarthy 
one on one for a goal that made it 2-0 
in the 55th. 

Maarten Paes had one save for Dal-
las (7-11-5). 

The Galaxy were shutout for the fi rst 
time since a 0-0 tie with Charlotte FC 
on May 18.

Brian White scored two goals to 
continue his white-hot streak and the 
Vancouver Whitecaps beat St. Louis 
City 3-1. 

White has scored in four consecu-
tive games, beginning with a hat trick 
in 4-3 win over St. Louis on June 29. 
Vancouver (10-7-5) is unbeaten, with 
three wins, in that span. The 28-year-
old, who also scored in four straight 
games in April became the fi rst player 
in club history to accomplish the feat 
twice in a single season.

St. Louis (4-9-10) has one win since 
a 3-1 victory over the Chicago Fire on 
May 11. 

White put away a feed from Fafà 
Picault to give the Whitecaps the lead 
for good just before halftime. Picault’s 
header was parried by goalkeeper 
Roman Bürki but he headed his own 
rebound to White for the fi nish from 
point blank range to make it 2-1 in the 
44th minute. 

 Jordan Morris scored a goal and 
Stefan Frei had four saves to help the 
Seattle Sounders beat Austin FC 1-0 
for its fourth win in a row. 

Seattle (9-7-7) has fi ve wins in its 
six-game unbeaten streak. 

Obed Vargas evaded multiple de-
fenders as he raced down the right side, 
then tapped a pass to Paul Rothrock, 
who rolled a sliding pass to Morris for 
the fi nish from the center of the area 
to give the sounders a 1-0 lead in the 
63rd minute. 

Deandre Kerr scored four minutes 
after an own goal by Philadelphia’s 
Jack Elliott to rally Toronto FC to a 
2-1 victory over the Union.

Philadelphia (4-10-9) grabbed a 
1-0 lead in the 39th minute and took 
it into halftime when Tai Baribo used 
an assist from defender Kai Wagner to 
score his third goal of the season and 
the third of his two-year career. It was 
the seventh helper of the campaign for 
Wagner.

Toronto (8-13-3) pulled even in the 
74th minute on an own goal by Elliott, 
a defender.

Toronto grabbed the lead in the 78th 
when Kerr used assists from Lorenzo 
Insigne and Deybi Flores to score for 
the fi rst time this season. It was the 
sixth assist for Insigne and the second 
helper of the season and career for 
Flores, who is in his fi rst year with the 
club. Flores, who subbed in for Sigurd 
Rosted in the 61st minute, has been out 
of the league since making six starts 
and 10 appearances for the Vancouver 
Whitecaps in 2015-16.

Sean Johnson saved three shots in 
goal for Toronto. He became the fourth 
keeper in league history to reach 150 
career wins.

Christian Ramírez scored a goal in 
each half, Juan “Cucho” Hernández and 
Alexandru Matan both had a goal and 
an assist and the defending-champion 
Columbus Crew thumped Los Angeles 
FC 5-1 with three red cards being handed 
out late in a testy rematch of last year’s 
championship match

The Crew (12-3-6), who earned a 
2-1 victory in Columbus to win the 
MLS Cup last season, earned their 
fifth straight victory and snapped a 
10-match unbeaten run by LAFC 
(13-5-4) that had moved the club into 
a three-way tie for first place in the 
Western Conference with Real Salt 
Lake and the Los Angeles Galaxy. All 
three leaders lost on Saturday.

Three players won’t be suiting up 
for matches on Wednesday after re-
ceiving red cards. LAFC lost defender 
Sergi Palencia in the 83rd minute and 
defender Jesús Murillo in the seventh 
minute of stoppage time. Columbus 
midfielder Marino Hinestroza was sent 
off when Murillo exited.

Columbus took a 1-0 lead into half-
time when Ramírez used Max Arfsten’s 
fifth assist of the season and Cucho’s 
eighth to score in the 38th minute.

Hernández gave the Crew a two-goal 
lead in the 56th minute with his 12th 
goal of the campaign. Defender Steven 
Moreira picked up his third assist on the 
score. Diego Rossi made it 3-0 four min-
utes later when he scored unassisted. It 
was his eighth netter this season.

Uruguay edge Canada in 
shootout for third place

Suárez gets stoppage-time goal

CHARLOTTE, July 14, 
(AP): Luis Suárez still has 
a knack for big plays.

The 37-year-old Suárez, Uru-
guay’s career scoring leader, tied 
the score two minutes into second-
half stoppage time, and Uruguay 
beat Canada 4-3 on penalty kicks 
after a 2-2 draw on Saturday night 
to finish third in the Copa America.

Uruguay goalkeeper Sergio Rochet 
saved Ismaël Koné’s weak penalty 
kick after the shooter’s stutter step on 
Canada’s third attempt, and Alphonso 
Davies put Canada’s fifth and final 
kick off the crossbar.

Federico Valverde, Rodrigo Ben-
tancur, Giorgian de Arrascaeta and 
Suárez converted Uruguay’s attempts 
past goalkeeper Dayne St. Clair while 
Jonathan David, Moïse Bombito and 
Mathieu Choinière made their kicks 
for Canada, which went first in the 
shootout.

“Uruguay is one of the three best 
teams of this tournament and taking 
into consideration that the tournament 
included Central, North and South 
America, and we finished third, allows 
us to be optimistic,” Uruguay coach 
Marcelo Bielsa said through an inter-
preter.

But Bielsa clearly wasn’t happy 
with his team’s effort, and added that 
he may have misjudged how tired his 
team was after playing on just two 
days rest.

“The draw was barely deserved,” 
Bielsa said.

Bielsa praised Suárez’s “physical 
skills and mental aptitude” after the 
match following his 69th international 
goal on a quick attack following a cen-
tering pass from José María Giménez.

“It is very well known what he has 
done throughout his career and having 
shared this time with him, I believe he 
is a top-notch player and a great team-
mate,” Bielsa said of Suárez.

Canada, which hired American 
Jesse Marsch as coach in May, will 
consider the tournament one of its best 
performances since winning the 2000 
CONCACAF Gold Cup. The Canadi-
ans reached the World Cup for the sec-
ond time in 2022, the first since 1986.

Uruguay players pose with their medals after beating Canada in a penalty shootout during the Copa America third place soccer match in Charlotte, N.C. 
(AP)

Canada made six changes for its 
starting semifinal lineup and Uruguay 
made two. Davies, Canada’s top play-
er, entered in the 62nd minute after 
leaving the semifinal with a leg injury.

Marsch said his players made a “state-
ment” and are well ahead of where he 
thought they’d be at this time.

“The players are disappointed in the 
way that we gave the match away,” 
Marsch said. “But I was very positive 
with them. We have been together for 
about six weeks and to play against 
one of the best teams in the world and 
dominate the match - we were too 
much for them for most of the match 

- is pretty good.”
He said his team simply gave the 

ball away too often in the final min-
utes.

“We should have be able to shut that 
game down,” Marsch said. “But that sav-
viness of how to handle those situations, 
we need to develop that - and we will.”

Bentancur put Uruguay ahead in the 
eighth minute but Canada built a 2-1 
lead on goals by Koné in the 22nd and 
David in the 80th.

St. Clair was given an unusual yel-
low card as Rochet was preparing for 
Bombito’s penalty kick, possibly for 
trying to distract the goalkeeper.

The game was played on the same 
field where Uruguay players entered 
the stands and fought with Colombia 
fans following a 1-0 semifinal loss on 
Wednesday night.

This game was much more sub-
dued than the heated semifinal, with 
an announced attendance of 24,386, 
compared to more than 70,000 - the 
overwhelming majority rooting for 
Colombia - on Wednesday night.

Uruguay took the lead when Sebas-
tián Cáceres headed a corner kick to 
Bentancur, who took a touch and spun 
as Luc de Fougerolles reacted slowly, 
then kicked the ball over St. Clair for 

his third international goal and his sec-
ond of the tournament.

Canada tied the score 14 minutes later 
when Bombito won a header duel with 
Giménez and the ball popped up toward 
goal, and Koné‘s bicycle kick went over 
Rochet for his third international goal.

Facundo Pellistri slid the ball past 
St. Clair in the 23rd minute but was 
ruled offside.

Canada went ahead when Rochet 
parried Koné’s initial shot and the re-
bound went to David, who tucked a 
right-foot shot shot just inside a post 
for his 28th international goal. David 
had entered in the 67th minute.

Toronto FC defender Sigurd Rost-
ed (top), tackles Philadelphia Union 
attacker Quinn Sullivan (bottom), 
during second-half MLS soccer 

match action in Toronto. (AP)

New York Red Bulls defender An-
drés Reyes (left), pursues the ball 
with Colorado Rapids forward Ra-
fael Navarro in the first half of an 
MLS soccer match in Commerce 

City, Colo. (AP)

Neymar Jr. set to return to Al Hilal training in August

Al-Ittihad appoint Laurent Blanc as new head coach
JEDDAH, July 14: Al-Ittihad Saudi 
Club has appointed French coach 
Laurent Blanc to lead the fi rst team, 
succeeding Argentine Marcelo Gal-
lardo.

The Jeddah Football Association 
welcomed the 58-year-old coach and 
shared photos of his arrival at the 
team’s camp in Spain on their social 
media accounts, as they prepare for 
the new season.

This marks Blanc’s sixth coaching 
stint and his second in the Arab world, 
following his tenure with Al Rayyan in 
Qatar. He has also coached Bordeaux, 
Lyon, and Paris Saint-Germain, as well 
as serving as the head coach of the 
French national team.

The club announced a friendly 
match against the Spanish team 
Elche on July 20 during their Span-
ish training camp in preparation for 
the new season.

The team began their external 
camp in Spain on Friday and will 
hold another camp in Portugal from 
July 27 to August 3.

Blanc has an impressive record 
as a coach, with 15 titles from 446 
matches, including 273 wins, 82 
draws, and 91 defeats.

The Saudi Sports newspaper re-
vealed the anticipated return date 
for Brazilian star Neymar Jr. to team 
training, as the “samba dancer” en-
ters the fi nal stage of his rehabilita-
tion program.

The report stated: “International 
Brazilian star Neymar Junior, the lead 
striker for Al Hilal football team, in-
formed the team’s medical and fi tness 
staff of his potential readiness to start 
training in early August.”

It continued: “Neymar has reached 
the fi nal stages of his rehabilitation 
program after undergoing recon-
structive surgery on his cruciate liga-
ment last November.”

Neymar’s return to training next 
month increases the likelihood of his 
inclusion in the team’s roster during 
the summer registration period, po-
tentially at the expense of his compa-
triot Michel Delgado, the right wing-
er, who has six months remaining on 
his contract with the club.

If this occurs, Al Hilal Club manage-
ment will consider offers for Michel, 
aiming to benefi t fi nancially from sell-
ing his remaining contract term.

Carson Tyler new name to watch in Paris

China try to go for 8-for-8 sweep in diving gold
BEIJING, July 14, (AP): Chinese div-
ers won seven of eight gold medals at 
the last Olympics in Tokyo, termed 
one of the greatest performances in 
Olympic history.

Even more is expected this time in 
Paris.

China has ruled diving for decades. 
But it’s never pulled off the elusive 
gold sweep at the Games. The People’s 
Daily - the offi cial newspaper of the 
Communist Party - termed this lapse 
“regrettable” in a recent article.

How’s that for pressure?
“I hope that all of us can stand on the 

top of the podium,” Tokyo gold med-
alist Quan Hongchan said in an inter-
view on state-run television.

They might, and the record is al-
ready staggering.

Starting with the 1984 Los Angeles 
Olympics where China claimed its fi rst 
diving gold, it has won 47 of 64 gold 
medals. Add to that 23 silver and 10 
bronze. If you start counting from the 
2008 Beijing Olympics, Chinese have 
won 27 of 32 gold.

That’s almost perfection, but some-
one always spoils the party - like 
American David Boudia, Australian 
Matthew Mitcham, Briton Tom Daley 
or Russian Ilya Zakharov.

Neymar suffered a tear in his cru-
ciate ligament and meniscus in his 
left knee while playing for his na-
tional team against Uruguay in the 
South American qualifi ers for the 
2026 World Cup last October.

The People’s Daily urged the team 
to “launch an all-out bid this time for 
gold medals in all diving events.”

Eight might be the charm. That num-
ber is viewed as fortuitous in Chinese 
culture. Note the 2008 Beijing Games 
opened on Aug. 8, 2008, at 8 p.m.

Quan was only 14 when she won 
gold three years ago on the 10-meter 
platform. Teammate Chen Yuxi, the 
gold medalist in synchro on the plat-
form, was only 15. Both are back and 
probably in a class by themselves.

For the men, Wang Zongyuan was 
the silver medalist on the 3-meter 
springboard in Tokyo behind team-
mate Xie Siyi and should be the favor-
ite in Paris.

This will be Drew Johansen’s fourth 
straight Olympics as the U.S. diving 
coach. The head coach at Indiana Uni-
versity is assisted by Wenbo Chen, the 
China-born coach at the University of 
Minnesota. Also on the staff is Purdue 
coach David Boudia, the Olympic gold 
medalist on the platform in 2012.

Three silver medalists from Tokyo 
return: Andrew Capobianco, Jessica 
Parratto and Delaney Schnell. They 
all made the podium in synchronized 
events, and those events may offer the 
best chances for the Americans and 
others.

Parratto will dive again with Schnell 
in the 10-meter synchronized platform, 

and Capobianco is on the 3-meter 
springboard. He did not qualify in syn-
chronized. Schnell and Daryn Wright 
will compete on the platform.

“The world has been catching up 
to the Chinese in all the events except 
for women’s platform,” Johansen said. 
“Chinese women on the tower are still 
way ahead of the world.”

Sarah Bacon and Kassidy Cook 
have a shot in the 3-meter synchro-
nized springboard, and Bacon and 
Alison Gibson should contend as indi-
viduals in the 3-meter springboard.

The new name to watch is Carson 
Tyler in both the 10-meter platform 
and 3-meter springboard, a rarity par-
ticipating in both events and a remind-
er of Greg Louganis’ double-double 
gold medals in 1984 and ‘88.

“Carson has shown up as a great 
mental performer,” Johansen said.

“We’ve managed to beat China 
in certain events over the years and I 
feel like some parity has come to the 
sport,” he added. “We have been hov-
ering around those gold medals and 
points away from getting them.”

Johansen said part of the strategy is 
to put the pressure on the Chinese by 
attempting dives with a higher degree 
of diffi culty, which earn more points if 
successfully delivered.

“It’s a risk-reward game,” he said.
Johansen credits Xu Yiming, who 

coached Chinese Olympic divers from 
the mid-1980s into the 2000s, for sharing 
his technical knowledge with the rest of 
the world. Johansen calls Xu a mentor 
from time they spent together when Jo-
hansen was coaching at Duke University.

“He taught me a lot of their physical 
techniques right after he retired,” Jo-
hansen said. Having incorporated that 
knowledge, the next plateau is mental 
conditioning.

“I physically couldn’t train them 
any better,” he said. “I didn’t know 
anybody in the world who was doing 
it any better. The only way I was go-
ing to get my athletes to succeed was 
to prepare them mentally, and I didn’t 
know how to do that.”

Johansen said he recently has begun 
assembling what he calls a “perfor-
mance think tank” to teach mental focus 
and sports psychology. Without giving 
names, he said the team includes a Navy 
SEAL, a book author and others who 
study executing under pressure.Laurent Blanc addressing the players. 
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SOCCER Poland rally past Germany
WARSAW, July 14, (Xinhua): Po-
land’s men’s volleyball team made 
a spectacular comeback to beat 
Germany 3-2 (20-25, 22-25, 25-19, 
25-21, 15-12) in the Hubert Wagner 
Memorial in Krakow.

The team coached by Nikola 
Grbic secured their second victory in 
the tournament after beating Egypt 
in straight sets. Lukasz Kaczmarek 
was the most prolifi c player with 
15 points, while Mateusz Bieniek 
added 14. Gyorgy Grozer and Anton 
Brehme delivered 15 points each for 
Germany.

The visitors, led by Polish coach 
Michal Winiarski, made a strong 

start en route to win the fi rst set 25-
20 with good attack from the middle 
by Tobias Krick.

They continued the momentum in 
the second set and secured the lead 
with an effective block to make it 
25-22.

However, Poland turned the pace 
as Tomasz Fornal, Kaczmarek and 
Grzegorz Lomacz led the hosts to a 
spectacular comeback.

In the tie-break, Grbic’s players 
proved their quality once more as 
they built a four-point advantage 
early in the set before Poland’s block 
killed Germany’s hopes to win tie-
break 15-12.
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Sports
Stage winner Slovenia’s 
Tadej Pogacar, wearing the 
overall leader’s yellow jersey, 
celebrates as he crosses the 
fi nish line of the fi fteenth stage 
of the Tour de France cycling 
race over 198 kilometers (123 
miles) with start in Louden-
vielle and fi nish on Plateau de 
Beille, France. (AP)

Alcaraz defends Wimbledon title
Spaniard tops Novak for 4th major

LONDON, July 14, (AP): 
Carlos Alcaraz defeated 
Novak Djokovic 6-2, 6-2, 
7-6 (4) in the Wimbledon 
men’s fi nal Sunday to col-
lect his fourth Grand Slam 
title at age 21.

It was a rematch of last year’s 
championship match on the grass 
of the All England Club, which Al-
caraz won in fi ve sets.

This one - played in front of a Centre 
Court crowd that included Kate, the 
Princess of Wales, in a rare public 
appearance since announcing she has 
cancer - was much easier for Alcaraz, 
at least until he stumbled while holding 
three match points as he served for the 
victory at 5-4 in the third set.

Still, Alcaraz regrouped and eventu-
ally picked up a second major trophy in 
a row after last month’s triumph on the 
clay at the French Open.

The Spaniard won his first Slam title 
at the 2022 U.S. Open as a teenager, 
and no man ever has collected more 
Slam hardware before turning 22 than 

he has.
He improved to 4-0 in major finals.
The 37-year-old Djokovic, wearing 

a gray sleeve on his surgically repaired 
right knee, was denied in his bid for 
an eighth Wimbledon title and record 
25th major overall. He tore his menis-
cus at Roland Garros on June 3 and 
had an operation in Paris two days 
later.

Less than six weeks later, Djokovic 
was hardly at his best on Sunday - and 
Alcaraz certainly had something to do 
with that.

“Especially in the first couple of 
sets, the level of tennis wasn’t really up 
to par on my side,” said Djokovic, 
whose two children were in his guest 
box. “He had it all today. I tried to push 
him. ... It wasn’t meant to be.”

It was only when Alcaraz was right 
on the brink of victory that things 
finally became a tad more intriguing, 
as some spectators offered chants of 
Djokovic’s two-syllable nickname - 
“No-le! No-le!” - while others replied 
with choruses of “Let’s go, Carlos! 
Let’s go!”

Alcaraz was up 5-4, 40-love in the 
third set when the occasion got the 
better of him. He frittered away his 
first championship point with a dou-
ble-fault, beginning a run of five 
mistakes by him that donated points 
- and that game - to Djokovic. There 
was a backhand that went awry. A 
forehand volley. A forehand. 
Another forehand. That was the only 
time all match that Djokovic broke 
Alcaraz.

Suddenly, it was 5-all. Suddenly, 
Alcaraz appeared rattled. Suddenly, 
Djokovic could hope.

But in the ensuing tiebreaker, 
Alcaraz earned his fourth match point 
and stayed cool as can be this time. 
Soon he was climbing through the 
stands to hug his coach, Juan Carlos 
Ferrero, and others.

Carlos Alcaraz celebrates with The Gentlemen’s Singles Trophy after victory over Novak Djokovic in the Gentlemen’s Singles fi nal at the Wimbledon ten-
nis championships. (AP)

‘We don’t know the team’s status’

Madloul urges authorities to address Jahra Club’s dire straits
By Khaled El Anzi

Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, July 14: Abdulaziz 
Madloul, the director of the Jahra 
team, has issued a heartfelt plea to Dr. 
Amthal Al-Huwaila, the Minister of 

Social Affairs, Family and Childhood 
Affairs, and the Minister of State for 
Youth Affairs. He urged her to address 
the ongoing issues facing the Jahra 
Club.

Madloul emphasized, “We need her 
to pay a little attention to what is hap-
pening at the Jahra Club. We ask her to 
visit the Jahra Club Center and observe 
how the team is training and preparing 
for the new season.”

He highlighted the incomplete 
maintenance work, forcing the team to 
train in a temporary facility on artifi -
cial turf.

Additionally, Madloul sent a mes-
sage to Bashar Abdullah, the acting 
Director General of the General Sports 
Authority, asking for his attention to 
the club’s plight. He expressed hope 
that Bashar, a former player, would 
understand the players’ circumstances 
and the challenges they face.

Madloul described the dire situation 
at the Al-Jahra Club, stating that he 
has until July 25 to submit the admin-
istrative, technical, and medical staff 

lists to the Al-Ittihad, which he can-
not fulfi ll under current conditions. He 
and Mubarak Al-Jadaan, the head of 
the football apparatus, are personally 
striving to gather players and maintain 
training despite the challenges.

He revealed that the team wanted as-
sistant coach Ahmed Hassan due to the 
departure of French coach Eric, who 
was forced to leave because of unpaid 
rent since last November. The team is 
currently training in a center affi liated 
with the Authority, lacking proper fa-
cilities, and players are changing in a 
nearby mosque.

Madloul added, “Until today, we do 
not know the team’s status: whether it 
will participate in the league champi-
onship or not.” He noted that the Ku-
wait Football Association set August 5 
as the deadline to determine the team’s 
participation in local competitions. 
This uncertainty stems from the lack of 
approval signatures from the authority 
and a case fi led by a player against the 
club with FIFA, resulting in a $50,000 
fi ne for Al-Jahra.

Madloul stressed that Al-Jahra is 
awaiting a suitable resolution and that 
it doesn’t matter who leads the club’s 
board of directors. “We want stability, 

and we want to return to fulfi lling our 
roles in the club and participating in 
local competitions, like the rest of the 
clubs,” he concluded.

Hassan Musa
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, July 14: Al-Qadisi-
ya’s professional players, the Moroc-
can duo Mahdi Barhama and Ismail 
Khafi , joined the team’s training re-
cently and will depart with the “Yel-
low” delegation today to Cairo, Egypt, 
where it will conduct a preparatory 
camp there until the end of the month, 
featuring three friendly matches.

The “Yellow” team aims to meticu-
lously prepare for the upcoming sea-
son, including participation in the Gulf 
Club Championship after a long hiatus. 
It will also kick off its local season 
against Kuwait on August 8 in the Zain 
Premier League.

To bolster their lineup, Al-Qadisiya 
has recruited four foreign players: Lib-

yan Mohamed Sula, Moroccans Mahdi 
Barhama and Ismail Khafi , and Nige-
rian Daniel Gebula. Meanwhile, the 
technical staff, led by coach Mohamed 
Al-Mashaan, is still reviewing several 
professional candidates for the defen-
sive positions to fi nalize its foreign 
player contracts.

Al-Arabi announced that its Alge-
rian professional, Sofi ane Bouchard, 
has been granted special leave to return 
to his home country following the end 
of the season in Algeria. The club also 
issued a statement cautioning against 
the spread of rumors and false news, 
threatening legal action if necessary.

Bouchard recently concluded his 
loan to CS Belouizdad in Algeria and 
is expected to rejoin Al-Arabi soon. 
He is one of four Al-Arabi profes-
sionals, along with compatriot Ahmed 
Khalidi, Moroccan Hamza Khaba, 
and Nigerian Anayo Iweala. Al-Arabi 
is set to compete in the Asian Chal-
lenge Cup next season as the league 
runner-up.

 In Turkey, Kuwait SC secured a 2-0 
victory against Turkish team Amed FK 
in its fi rst friendly match of its train-
ing camp. Goals were scored by Ali 
Hussein and Amr Abdel Fattah. Coach 
Nebojsa Jovovic utilized a broad ros-
ter, including Abdul Rahman Kamil, 
Youssef Nasser, Tunisian Yassin Al-
Khanisi, and several others.

The “Al-Abyad” camp will continue 
until July 29, after which the team will 
return to Kuwait to prepare for its Au-
gust 8 match against Al-Qadisiyain the 
Zain Premier League. Subsequently, 
it will travel to Manama on August 9 
to face Al-Ahly of Bahrain on August 
14 in the qualifying round for the AFC 
Champions League.
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Kuwait Club beat Amed FK

Barhama, Khafi  join Al-Qadisiya 
for an intensive training in Cairo

 A fi le photo of Al-Jahra players celebrating.

Kyriacou fi nishes stroke behind

Furue clinches 1st major title with
late eagle at Evian Championship

EVIAN-LES-BAINS, France, July 
14, (AP): Ayaka Furue of Japan 
made a late charge to win the Evian 
Championship with an eagle on the 
last hole to clinch her fi rst major title 
on Sunday.

The 24-year-old Furue held her 
nerve with another clinical putt, hav-
ing made three birdies in the previous 
four holes to fi nish on 19 under over-
all after posting a 6-under 65.

Furue placed one stroke ahead of 
Australian Stephanie Kyriacou (67), 
the overnight leader, and two ahead 
of Thailand’s Patty Tavatanakit - 
who made a superb 63 to move into 
contention for her second major.

American Lauren Coughlin (69) 
fi nished four shots behind Furue in 
fourth place. Heading to the 18th 
hole Furue and Kyriacou were level 
at 17 under with Tavatanakit, who 
was already in the clubhouse.

Furue teed off well and found the 
fairway but Kyriacou’s shot swerved 
left into the rough. 

Furue found the green with her 

second shot, giving her a champion-
ship shot and, moments later, she was 
doused with Champagne. Her previ-
ous best performance at a major was 
fourth at Evian in 2021. 

The 23-year-old Kyriacou, who 
birdied the 18th, also secured her 
best result. Her previous best was a 
tie for seventh at the Women’s Brit-
ish Open two years ago.

Tavatanakit won a major at the 
ANA Inspiration in 2021.

Overnight, Kyriacou was one 
stroke ahead of Furue and Cough-
lin, who tied for third at the Chevron 
Championship for her best major re-
sult.

Coughlin birdied the ninth hole 
to move to 17 under and take a one-
stroke lead from Kyriacou, who 
missed a straightforward birdie 
chance after appearing to be both-
ered by an insect.

But Kyriacou birdied the 15th to 
move level with Coughlin. Furue was 
gaining momentum now, sinking 
back-to-back birdies from the edge 
of the green on the 14th and 15th.

Her approach to the 16th hole gave 
her another birdie chance and she 
took it to stay one behind Kyriacou, 
who also birdied, and Tavatanakit, 
who eagled the 18th.

“I kept giving myself a lot of op-
portunities,” Tavatanakit said. “I told 
myself to just trust myself and feel it.”

Kyriacou and Coughlin struggled 
on the approach to the green on the 
311-yard 17th hole and both bo-
geyed.

Furue almost made another bril-
liant long birdie, which would have 
given her the outright lead. Instead 
she went to the fi nal hole level with 
Kyriacou and Tavatanakit.

Also, top-ranked American Nelly 
Korda tied for 26th in a group includ-
ing 2018 champion Angela Stanford 
of the United States and 2022 winner 
Brooke Henderson of Canada.

Ayaka Furue of Japan kisses her trophy after winning the Evian Championship women’s golf tournament, in Evian, 
eastern France. (AP)

Al-Qadisiya players welcome the two new arrivals, Khafi  and Barhama.

GOLF

Novak Djokovic of Serbia plays a 
forehand return to Carlos Alcaraz 
of Spain during the men’s sin-
gles fi nal at the Wimbledon tennis 

championships in London. (AP)
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