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Amir congratulates Denmark’s King Frederik X on throne ascension

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 15,
(KUNA): His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah sent a congratu-
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PAM announces launch of new e-service

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 15: Yousef

a new electronic service by the it may concern for the Ministry of

By Ahmed Al-Jarallah
Editor-in-Chief, the Arab Times

IT seems that the persistence to fail has be-
come a Kuwaiti demeanor par excellence, as
the state, over the past six decades, neither
benefited from the many experiences it under-
went, nor worked to establish a clear meth-
odology for selecting officials in executive
positions.

People have tried many ministers, under-
secretaries and directors, but the result was
that the majority of them failed miserably.
The great invention instead was to “rotate”
them, that is, to transfer them from one place
to another.

In all countries of the world that respect
competencies, there is an integrated system
for selecting officials,
| which is based on
their “data”, that is,
not only their degrees
and academic standing,
but also their social at-
i tributes and personal
)}’ ! | relationships, so that
4 the employee does not
exploit his position for
his own interests.

Also, the Secretary-
General of the Council
of Ministers does not
play any role in nominating any candidate.
He does not open his desk drawer and take
out a list of names of those nominated either
through intermediaries or on the basis of “this
is our son,” or because the candidate is a
member of any particular diwaniya.

When that person becomes a minister, and
he is not covered by the Prime Minister and
the other ministers, he ends up being subject
to parliamentary accountability, because, as
the public says, “The sun has not risen on
him.”

Unfortunately, this custom is followed in
Kuwait because there are unseen forces work-
ing behind the scenes to ensure their own
interests. A new ‘“deep state” is emerging,
which is what pushed the country to this slope
of backwardness.

This is because whoever assumed execu-
tive responsibility did not work according
to a national agenda, but rather issued his
decisions according to what benefited “the
intermediary” and “the clique”. The same
applies to laws that were approved without
study.

All of this harmed Kuwait, starting with
society, passing through the economy, all the
way to the agricultural and industry sectors,
and even entering and leaving the country.

This is because the work system in state in-
stitutions lacks the standards applicable in the
world. For example, in the Gulf countries, of-
ficials are selected based on a specific system.
If it is discovered that one of them is not qual-
ified for the position, he is quickly relieved of
it, and sometimes he is held accountable for
the slightest mistake.

There are also many examples in the world
in terms of respect for standards and laws. In
New Zealand, the Minister of Housing and
Fish Resources had resigned from his posi-
tion because he used the government credit
card for private purchases amounting to only
about USD 880.
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This is not how things are done

latory cable on Monday to King
of Denmark, Frederik X, on oc-
casion of ascending the throne.

Continued on Page 5

Kazem, the official spokesperson
for the unified government appli-
cation for electronic services ‘Sa-
hel’, has announced the launch of

Public Authority for Manpower,
reports Al-Seyassah daily.

This service facilitates the direct
availability of “a certificate to whom

Higher Education - Chapter Five”
through the ‘Sahel” application.

Continued on Page 5
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Engineering Union calls for robust regulation

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 15: The Union of Engineering Offices and
Consulting Houses has expressed its appreciation for the recent de-
cision made by First Deputy Prime Minister and Interior Minister
Sheikh Talal Khaled Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, allowing work-
ers in the private sector to engage in part-time employment else-

where, reports Al-Seyassah daily.

The president of the union, Badr Al-Salman, has lauded the decision as a significant
step in modifying the demographic composition, acknowledging the efforts to regulate

the labor market.

However, Al-Salman urged caution, emphasizing the importance of responsible utilization
of this decision. He specifically addressed concerns about potential exploitation by certain in-
dividuals, cautioning against the misuse of the decision to legitimize what is commonly known
as the residency trade.

He expressed concerns about engineering and technical workers being registered under com-
panies and subsequently granted approval to work for other entities. Al-Salman pointed out that

me work rule faces
threats from “visa traders’

the regulations governing the engineering and consulting profession stipulate full-time commit-

100th day.

Disabled Affairs Law amendments await review

Photo by Rezk Tawfik
On Sunday evening, Kuwaitis unite at Erada Square in a show of solidarity with the Palestinian people as the Israel-Hamas conflict reaches its

Famine, disease
threaten Gazans

ment to the respective engineering office or consulting house, with a prohibition on simultane-
ous employment in other roles related to engineering and consulting work. This measure aims to

prevent conflicts of interest and
maintain integrity in the profes-
sion.

While recognizing the com-
mendable efforts and initiatives
of the First Deputy in regulating
the labor market and adjusting
the demographic composition,
Al-Salman urged a prompt re-
sponse in drafting detailed regu-
lations for the decision.

Furthermore, he advocated
for the active involvement of
the Union in the formulation of
these regulations to contribute to
establishing robust foundations
and standards. This collaborative
approach, he believes, will help
address and cover any potential
loopholes that could be exploited
to the detriment of public funds
and in violation of municipal
laws, regulations, the laws of the
Public Authority for Manpower,
and residency laws under the
Ministry of Interior.

Al-Salman highlighted spe-
cific provisions, such as Article
Seven, which outlines necessary
conditions for opening an engi-
neering office. This includes a
prohibition on being an employ-
ee, partner, shareholder, or own-
er of a contracting company or
specialized institution involved
in construction work. Al-Salman
stressed the need for strict adher-
ence to these regulations to main-
tain the core principles of the en-
gineering profession.

Additionally, the Union presi-
dent underscored the critical
role of engineering offices and
consulting houses as neutral par-
ties between project owners and
implementing parties. He empha-
sized that combining the roles of
engineering consulting and con-
tracting work is not permissible
to ensure the safety of facilities,
the quality of work, and the
avoidance of conflicts of interest.

Expressing confidence in the

Lawmaker calls for ministerial
scrutiny to avoid future crises

RAFAH, Gaza Strip, Jan 15, (AP): Gaza
urgently needs more aid or its desperate
population will suffer widespread fam-
ine and disease, the heads of three major
U.N. agencies warned Monday, as au-
thorities in the enclave reported that the
death toll in the Israel-Hamas war had

First Deputy’s commitment to
addressing these concerns, Al-
Salman called for patience in
preparing detailed regulations
and encouraged electronic con-
nectivity between the Union and

Newswatch

KUWAIT CITY: Kuwait has set Thursday, February 8 as
a public holiday marking the Muslim occasion of Al-Is-
raa wal Miraaj (Prophet’s Ascension) (PBUH), the Civil
Service Commission (CSC) said on Monday.

Work will resume as normal on Sunday, February 11,
while state bodies with a “special work nature” will have
their holidays determined by their own internal manage-
ment, taking into consideration “public interest,” CSC
said on its official X social media account. (KUNA)

a Qo a

JERUSALEM: Missile fire struck a ship Monday just
off the coast of Yemen in the Gulf of Aden, less than a
day after Yemen’s Houthi rebels fired an anti-ship cruise
missile toward an American destroyer in the Red Sea,
officials said.

Details remained scarce on the missile strike, though
it marked the latest attack roiling global shipping amid
Israel’s war with Hamas in the Gaza Strip. Suspicion
immediately fell on the Houthis. (AP)

g Qa Q

BEIRUT: Turkish shelling and airstrikes have targeted
dozens of infrastructure facilities in northeast Syria over
the past days, wounding at least 10 people and cutting
out electricity and water supplies in wide areas held by
the U.S.-backed Syrian Democratic Forces in the war-
torn country, Kurdish-led authorities in northeast Syria
said Monday.

The statement by the Autonomous Administration of
North and East Syria said the 73 attacks by Turkey’s mili-
tary over the past two days have hit oil, electricity and wa-
ter facilities as well as warehouses where grain is stored.
The statement added that power supplies were cut in ma-
jor towns and hundreds of villages and hamlets. (AP)

g a Q

DUBAI: A court in Iran has slapped imprisoned Nobel
Peace Prize laureate Narges Mohammadi with an ad-
ditional sentence of 15 months for allegedly spreading
propaganda against the Islamic Republic, her family said
Monday.

According to a post on Instagram by Mohammadi ‘s
family, the new sentence was handed down on Dec. 19.
It said Mohammadi had refused to attend the court ses-
sions. (AP)

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 15: Chairman of the Disabled
Affairs Committee in the National Assembly MP Saud
Al-Asfour has confirmed that the committee discussed
the government’s decree responding to the proposed
amendments to Disabled Affairs Law number 8/2010,
reports Al-Seyassah daily.

Officials of the Public Authority for Disabled Af-
fairs (PADA) attended the committee meeting, while
representatives of the Legal Advice and Legislation
Department were absent.

Al-Asfour revealed they found out that the govern-
ment’s comments were not presented to the commit-
tee to obtain its opinion before returning the bill, af-
firming the committee will complete the review of the
comments after the formation of the new government
to discuss them with the concerned minister.

He added the committee also talked about its task
to study medical cases that are not approved as a dis-
ability; such as one eye, one ear, childhood diabetes
and others; disclosing the committee asked the author-
ity’s medical team to provide it with the standards ap-
proved in such cases.

Meanwhile, MP Abdul Hadi Al-Ajmi has called on
HH the Prime Minister-designate Sheikh Dr Moham-
mad Sabah Al-Salem Al-Sabah to carefully review the
names of ministers in the government formation and
remove those surrounded with suspicions of corrup-
tion in order to prevent political crises, so that “we do
not resort to more difficult procedures after the oath
guaranteed by the Constitution.”

In a press statement, he asserted: “This is a clear mes-
sage, because some of the names being circulated as
ministers send negative signals to the Kuwaiti street,
considering they have negative positions or were sub-
jected to interrogations and did not provide anything to
protect them before the Kuwaiti people.” He hopes that
Kuwait will have young ministers who can complete
government work and perform well for the country.

He pointed out that Kuwait is living in an atmo-
sphere of long wait and anticipation for the formation
of the new government, indicating the nation’s repre-
sentative must bear his oversight responsibilities.

He stated that he asked HH the acting Prime Minis-
ter Sheikh Ahmad Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah about

KU urges GCC alliances
in cybersecurity and Al

ABU DHABI, Jan 15, (KUNA): Kuwait University
(KU) Acting Chancellor for Academic Support Ser-
vices, Dr. Sulaiman Al-Rafie, stressed Monday the
importance of building strate-

gic partnerships with universi-
-_ ties in the Gulf Cooperation

Council countries (GCC) in
*"m, — the fields of cybersecurity and
(S }

Artificial Intelligence (Al) to
confront the increasing digital
challenges.

Al-Rafie told KUNA on
Kuwait’s participation in the
_d 26th meeting of presidents and
directors of universities and
higher education institutions in
the GCC, hosted by the United
Arab Emirates University in
Dubai and concluded last Saturday, that the meeting
is a platform for exchanging experiences and ideas
between countries.

Continued on Page 5

Al-Rafie

his choices for ministers, the question related to a min-
ister in the previous governments, and his observations
and suspicions of a conflict of interests. “The issue
resurfaced today, but there is room for HH the Prime
Minister-designate to reconsider, since this question
still exists after the circulation of some names nomi-
nated to the new government. Well-known corruption
files, which have disturbed the Kuwaiti street, are still
open; most notably the Army Fund. The Public Funds
Protection Committee held a series of meetings on this
file,” he added.

Continued on Page 5

surpassed 24,000.

While the U.N. agency chiefs did not
directly point a finger at Israel, they said
aid delivery is hobbled by the opening
of too few border crossings, a slow vet-
ting process for trucks and goods go-
ing into Gaza, and continuing fighting
throughout the territory - all of which

Israel plays a deciding factor in.

Israel’s war against Hamas in Gaza,
sparked by the militant group’s Oct. 7
attack on southern Israel, has prompt-
ed unprecedented destruction in the
tiny coastal enclave and triggered
a humanitarian catastrophe that has
displaced most of Gaza’s 2.3 million
population and pushed more than a
quarter into starvation, according to

the U.N.

Continued on Page 5

Day by Day

HH the Prime Minister has a
difficult mission. It comes after
missions that wreaked havoc in
public affairs, which prompted
the premiership to vent his an-
ger without mincing his words
over what happened in the past.

Time has come for compe-
tence to prevail in order to end
the absurdity that has become
the talk of Kuwait.

...Yet tomorrow is another

day.
Zahed Matar

KUNA photo
The 26th meeting of presidents and directors of universities and higher
education institutions in the Gulf Cooperation Council countries in Dubai.



Prayer Timings
Fajr ........ 05:20 Asr.......... 14:52
Sunrise .. 06:44 Maghrib .. 17:11
Zohr....... 11:57 Isha ........ 18:33

Local

Expected weather for next 24

hrs:

By Day: Warm with light to
moderate freshening at times
northwesterly wind, with speeds
of 12-42 km/h and some high
clouds will appear.

ARAB TIMES, TUESDAY, JANUARY 16, 2024

Weather
By Night: Rather cold to cold
and partly cloudy with light to
moderate freshening over coastal
areas northwesterly wind, with
speeds of 12-40 km/h.

Station Max Exp  Min Rec

BIOMETRIC/FINGERPRINT APPOINTMENT: nttps:/meta.e.gov.kw/En/

Kuwait City 25 16
Kuwait Airport 26 16
Abdaly 24 12
Jahra 26 14
Salmiyah 20 17
Nuwaisib 26 16
Wafra 28 16

Kuwalit Institute for Judicial, Legal Studies inks dynamic MoU with UAB
6
Current ME status dangerous’

China for peace, stability in region: Ambassador Jianwei

CAIRO, Jan 15, (KUNA): The Kuwait
Institute for Judicial and Legal Studies
and the Union of Arab Banks (UAB)
signed Sunday a memorandum of un-
derstanding (MoU) focused on the ex-
change of expertise, experiences and
studies in the legal and judicial fields,
under the auspices of the Secretary
General of the League of Arab States
Ahmad  Aboul
Gheit.

Director Gen-
eral of the Ku-

wait  Institute
for Judicial and
Legal  Studies

Counselor Hani
Al-Hamdan and
UAB’s  Secre-
tary General Dr.
Wissam Fattouh
inked the MoU,
with dignitaries
present at the ceremony such as Ku-
wait’s Permanent Representative to
the Arab League Ambassador Talal
Al-Mutairi, and the Assistant Secre-
tary General, Head of the Economic
Affairs Sector Ambassador Ali Al-
Maliki, representing the League’s
Secretary General, along with Dr.
Raed Al-Juboori, director of the Arab
organizations and federations depart-
ment at the League.

During the ceremony in a speech,
Al-Maliki emphasized the League’s
commitment to supporting collabora-
tive endeavors, viewing them as vital
initiatives to advance joint Arab efforts,
expressing optimism for the positive
impact of this cooperation on judicial,
legal and banking sectors, fostering a
unified Arab approach.

Speaking on the ceremony, Al-
Hamdan underscored the strategic sig-
nificance of the agreement, presenting
it as an opportunity to exchange ideas,
enhance visions, and develop special-
ized training programs in banking,

Al-Hamdan

highlighting the memorandum’s focus
on addressing challenges posed by
modern financial transactions, particu-
larly within the evolving landscape of
artificial intelligence.

The collaboration is expected to
yield not only the exchange of cur-
ricula, programs, and scientific materi-
als but also well-defined training and
scientific plans that are envisaged as
foundational elements in developing a
knowledgeable and experienced gener-
ation, prerequisites for achieving excel-
lence, success, and innovation in legal,
judicial, and banking fields, he added.

In a statement to KUNA, Dr. Fattouh
highlighted the MoU’s importance in
harmonizing laws and banking, crucial
for resolving disputes within the Arab
banking sector, anticipating joint stud-
ies and research on laws and banking,
with plans for an international confer-
ence in Kuwait later this year that fo-
cuses on mediation, arbitration, and the
development of laws supporting bank-
ing.

Speaking to KUNA, Al-Mutairi un-
derlined the significance of the memo-
randum in enhancing cooperation in
judicial, legal, and banking sectors,
pointing out the distinguished position
of the Kuwait Institute for Judicial and
Legal Studies, anticipating benefits for
UAB through the institute’s expertise
in specialized legal and judicial studies
in banking.

The MoU is poised to contribute
new experiences and build special-
ized legal expertise in financial as-
pects, marking a significant step
toward strengthening collaboration
between the two entities, contributing
to the development of legal and bank-
ing practices in the Arab world.

Al-Mutairi clarified that the Arab
League possesses mechanisms address-
ing financial matters, including institu-
tions like the Arab Investment Court
and the Administrative Court.

Coast Guard launches hoats

Rescue, reconnaissance targeted

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 15: The Coast Guard

MoH launches

General Department at the Interior Ministry
has inaugurated a multi-mission, search and

rescue boat and another boat for reconnais-

restructuring

sance and search for the Maritime Security
Department, reports Al-Jarida daily.

The ministry manufactured the boats at the

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 15: The
Ministry of Health (MoH) has
started restructuring the commit-
tees and work teams that have
been suspended since the end of
December last year, reports Al-
Anba daily.

The ministry had earlier set
the regulations for organizing
work teams and committees; in-
cluding the need to comply with
the specified number of mem-
bers for each team and commit-
tee.

In addition, requests to form
committees and work teams
should be based on the actual
need and the powers assigned
to them should be different from
the powers of the requesting
party. Teams should work for
a period of three months and
this period cannot be extended;
while the committees’ duration
is six months, provided the justi-
fications for extension are valid
and approved by the competent
technical committee.

a a aq

‘Could be bombs’: The Min-
istry of Interior has warned
citizens and expatriates against
tampering with the strange
objects that they might see in
camping sites and other places,
reports Al-Anba daily.

The ministry published pic-
tures of some the bombs, which
could explode once touched or
tampered.

It stressed the need to exercise
caution and avoid getting near
or tampering with any strange
object, and to call Emergency
No. 112 in case they see such
objects.

Sheikh Talal

workshop of the Coast Guard under the pa-
tronage of First Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Interior Sheikh Talal Al-Khaled

and the workers in-
volved are nationals.
The inauguration of
the two boats comes
within the ministry’s
plan to highlight the
importance of strength-
ening maritime capa-
bilities with the aim of
i achieving comprehen-
sive security control.
The Coast Guard
confirmed the boats
were launched in the

territorial waters, proving their capabilities as
per the international specifications that play
a vital role in protecting Kuwaiti territorial
waters.

The ministry stressed that the Coast Guard
remains committed to strengthening its capa-
bilities and depending on the capabilities of
the local industry; such that the industry over-
comes all challenges to achieve self-sufficien-
cy and manufacture such boats.

Meanwhile, Director of the Coast Guard
General Department Major General Talal Al-
Mowanis revealed that the multi-mission boat
for search and rescue operations is 31 feet
long, while the reconnaissance and search
boat is designated for the Maritime Security
Department. He added these two boats, which
were designed and manufactured locally,
were tested in the workshops of the Coast
Guard and in the hands of Kuwaiti engineers.

He went on to say that in February, the 40-
foot interceptor boat with certain specifica-
tions and special armament will be tested. He
disclosed this boat is equipped with various
types of weapons — 60 mm and 50 mm.

He thanked Sheikh Talal Al-Khaled for his
unwavering support for the Coast Guard in
particular, and the security services in gener-
al. He added the minister has been urging the
Coast Guard officials to develop mechanisms
for self-sufficiency.

f.l'c

KUNA photo

Companies compete to present their latest services and products at the
Horeca Kuwait exhibition.

HORECA exhibhition kicks off

The 12th edition of the HORECA
Exhibition kicked off today at the
Kuwait International Fairground.
Running until January 17, the
event features seminars with over
20 industry specialists, offering

insights into hospitality and hotel
service trends. Attendees can ex-
pect a curated experience, meet-
ing the needs of both local and
international hospitality enthusi-
asts.

KUNA photo

Group photo of those present at the Kuwait Institute for Judicial, Legal Stud-
ies, UAB MoU signing ceremony.

The meeting in progress.

Audit Bureau findings discussed

Lieutenant General Sheikh Salem
Al-Nawaf, Acting Undersecretary of
the Ministry of Interior, led a meet-
ing with several assistant under-
secretaries and security leaders
yesterday, reports Al-Anba daily.
The primary focus of the gathering
was to deliberate on the findings

presented by the Audit Bureau. The
meeting involved a comprehensive
review of the agenda, in-depth dis-
cussions on the observations raised
by the Audit Bureau, and the for-
mulation of requisite measures to
address and rectify the identified
issues.

Hunt for ‘headphone-sellers’ launched

Cheating in exams continues
despite arrests & crackdown

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 15: As Grade
12 students continue their final exams
in the first semester of academic year
2023/2024, the cheating in exams is-
sue remains a headache for the Educa-
tion Ministry, reports Al-Qabas daily.

Cheating is a recurring problem that
requires radical treatment and more
effective measures through the coordi-
nated efforts of the ministry and other
concerned State agencies in order to
deter those looking for ‘imaginary
success’. This is in addition to educat-
ing generations about the dangerous
impact of cheating on the quality of
education.

Despite the decrease in the number
of cheating in exams cases towards the
end of the first semester of academic
year 2023/2024 compared to previous
years, cheating continues although the
previous ‘cheating groups’ have been
eliminated.

Statistics

According to official statistics, the
number of students who were deprived
of the chance to take the tests in the
literary and scientific sections due to
cheating reached 552 in 10 tests as of
Sunday — 259 in the Literary Sec-
tion and 293 in the Scientific Section;
while the number of those who were
not allowed to take the same tests due
to cheating at the end of the first se-
mester in academic year 2022/2023
reached 1,355.

Observers noticed that over the past
years, the ministry was able to strike
successive blows to cheaters; the first
of which was through the approval of
exam regulations like depriving those
proven to have cheated from taking the
tests and implementation of the rota-
tion mechanism for principals in 2018.

Observers stated that with the elimi-
nation of cheating facilitators and test
leakers and the arrest of what is known
as ‘cheating groups’; the number of
those deprived of a chance to take the
tests is supposed to decrease as the
cheating tools were no longer avail-
able, yet the issue is troubling the
ministry. This necessitates a radical
solution and strict monitoring during
exams.

Headphones

Educational sector officials con-
firmed to the daily that comprehensive
measures must be taken to address the
issue. They pointed out that the sale of
headphones used for cheating contin-
ues. They said the search for ‘imagi-
nary success’ is a problem begging for
a solution, indicating that concerted
efforts to educate generations about
the dangers of cheating are urgently
needed.

In addition, an official source dis-
closed that the ministries of Interior
and Commerce are working together
to arrest those behind the sale of head-
phones used for cheating. The source
said the two ministries fully prepared
for the Grade 12 exams, as they con-
ducted intensive campaigns in markets
and stores known for selling head-
phones used in cheating; in addition
to monitoring those selling these head-
phones through social networking sites
and taking legal measures against them.

The source stressed that these efforts
and inspection campaigns have greatly
contributed to reducing the sale of such
headphones. He said dozens of people
involved in selling these headphones
through social networking sites were
referred to the investigation authorities
after they were caught red-handed.

25 abandoned vehicles removed

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 15: Director of
the Public Sanitation and Road Occu-
pancy Department at the Kuwait Mu-
nicipality branch in the Capital Gover-
norate Saad Al-Khreinij confirmed that
the supervisory team in his department
carried out field tours that resulted in
the removal of 25 abandoned cars, is-
suance of 30 public sanitation and road
occupancy violation citations, and put-
ting 100 warning stickers on abandoned
cars in various areas at the governorate,
reports Al-Jarida daily.

In a press statement, Al-Khreinij ex-
plained the intensive field inspection
campaign aims to monitor negative

phenomena and take legal measures
against those proven to have commit-
ted violations. He asserted that the
supervisory team focuses on maintain-
ing cleanliness in the areas under its
responsibility, as well as removing ev-
erything that distorts the aesthetic view
and road works in a bid to retain the
cultural landscape of the governorate.

He affirmed the continuation of
these campaigns and the distribution
of awareness posters throughout Janu-
ary, warning there is no complacency
in taking legal action against those who
violate the public sanitation and road
occupancy regulations.

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 15:
Chinese Ambassador to
Kuwait Zhang Jianwei
has confirmed that China
fully supports countries
in the Middle East as they
work together in enhanc-
ing solidarity and coop-
eration in facing regional
challenges, reports Al-Qa-
bas daily.

He reiterated that his coun-
try did not and will not seek to
achieve its interests at the ex-
pense of the people in the region.
He said China’s interests are con-
sistent with the interests of the
Middle East-
ern coun-
tries, which
are peace and
stability. -

He believes N
the current
situation in the o
Middle East e
is  complex
and  danger-
ous;  hence,
the need to re-
solve disputes
and differences through dialogue,
consultation and political means. He
affirmed that China will remain a
country that promotes security and
stability in the Middle East, ensures
cooperation on development and
prosperity, supports solidarity and
self-strengthening of countries in
the region and contributes more to
achieving reconciliation, peace and
harmony in the region.

Fate

He stated: “The fate of the Middle
East should be in the hands of its peo-
ple, while any arrangement related to
the future and destiny of Palestine
must be approved by the Palestinians;
taking into account the legitimate
concerns of countries in the region.
The solution to the current situation
must not deviate from the ‘two-State
solution’ to guarantee peace and sta-
bility in the region.”

He pointed out that China called for
setting a realistic timetable and road-
map for the two-State solution, as part
of a paper clarifying China’s position
on resolving the Palestinian-Israeli
conflict on the occasion of China as-
suming the rotating presidency of the
Security Council last November. “In
recent years, China has put forward
the Global Security Initiative, a five-
point initiative on achieving security
and stability in the Middle East, and
a three-point vision for implementing
the two-State solution to the Palestin-
ian issue. All of these efforts aim to
encourage countries in the region to
search for strength through solidarity,
and resolve conflicts and differences
through dialogue and consultation.”

Asked about the statement of Pen-
tagon that China is taking advantage
of the challenges that American
forces are facing in the region and
the Red Sea crisis to gain the status
of the United States of America, Jian-
wei responded: “I am surprised that
at a time the Palestinians are exposed
to war, some people do not focus on
stopping the crisis.

They focus on their selfish interests
and try to muddy the waters. I want to
stress that China has not and will not
pursue its interests at the expense of the
suffering of the peoples of the region.
China’s interests are consistent with
the interests of the countries in the re-
gion, which are peace and stability. No
country can develop its economy and
improve the livelihood of its people
without a safe and stable environment.
China can establish trade, economic
and investment cooperation with the
Middle Eastern countries only if the
region is peaceful and stable.

The Palestinian issue is a funda-
mental issue for peace in the Middle
East. China always believes that there
will be no peace in the Middle East
and the world will not enjoy peace un-
less the Palestinian issue is resolved.
The Palestinian-Israeli conflict has left
major negative impacts on the region,
and even the whole world. It does not
benefit any party. No moral country
can think about exploiting this crisis,
extending, escalating or expanding it,
but since the outbreak of the conflict, a
large country has voted several times
against a draft resolution in the UN
Security Council calling for a truce to
the conflict.

These days, the concerned coun-
tries have taken action. The military
action against Yemen did not only
cause the destruction of infrastructure
and civilian casualties, but it also led
to an intensification of security risks
in the waters of the Red Sea, and may
also affect the political process in
Yemen.

Military actions contradict the pur-
pose of Resolution 2722, which was
recently adopted by the UN Security
Council and did not authorize the use
of force against Yemen. Instead of
accusing China of taking advantage
of regional challenges, some people

e

Zhang Jianwei

should abandon double standards and
prove their responsibility to end the
suffering of the Palestinian people
and to maintain safety and stability in
the region.”

On the possibility of a Chinese
military presence in the region, he
pointed out the urgent needs of the re-
gion are not aircraft and warships, but
factories, ports, schools and houses.
He retorted: “If we want to extinguish
the fire, do we pour oil on it or re-
move the burning wood?”

He emphasized the need for a safe
and stable environment, indicating
this is the basic condition. He as-
serted that military presence does not
guarantee 100 percent peace and sta-
bility, especially when it comes from
outside the region, pointing out that
history and the reality in the region
have clearly proven this.

“We always believe that the coun-
tries in the region are the owners of
the region, and that dialogue is an ef-
fective solution to settle the conflict.
Cooperation and development are
the keys to maintaining stability and
prosperity in the long term. Countries
outside the region must play a con-
structive role in promoting dialogue
and cooperation between countries
in the region, and not the other way
around. China has remained a reli-
able partner with sincere intentions.

It has never supported the use of
force, pursued selfish geopolitical
interests or imposed its will on oth-
ers. It has continued to support the
peoples of the Middle East to explore
development paths on their own. It
supports the countries in the Middle
East in their bid to settle differences
through dialogue and consultation.”

Asked about the lack of a role for
China and its efforts to form an in-
ternational pressure to end the war
on Gaza, and about the possibility of
Chinese efforts to calm the situation
between Hamas and Israel, as it did
in the Saudi-Iranian reconciliation,
he replied: “I do not agree with this
description as it contradicts the facts.
Since the outbreak of the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict, China has been
exerting tremendous efforts to push
for ceasefire, protect civilians and al-
leviate the humanitarian crisis.

In its capacity as the rotating presi-
dent of the Security Council from
last November and in solidarity with
the Arab countries, China adopted
the first Security Council resolution
and presented a paper on its official
position about resolving the conflict,
which mobilized the international
community’s support for peace.”

He continued: “Chinese President
Xi Jinping attended the extraordi-
nary virtual summit of leaders of
the BRICS countries on the Pales-
tinian issue, emphasizing the im-
mediate ceasefire and the necessity
of restoring the legitimate rights of
the Palestinian people and establish-
ing an independent Palestinian State.
Member of the Political Bureau of
the Central Committee of the Com-
munist Party of China and Foreign
Affairs Minister Wang Yi also held
extensive meetings with senior fig-
ures and leaders from more than 20
countries and international organiza-
tions, including the joint delegation
of foreign affairs ministers of Arab
and Islamic countries.

They visited Beijing as the first
stop after the extraordinary Arab-Is-
lamic Summit. This shows their deep
confidence in China. He also chaired
a high-level meeting of the UN Secu-
rity Council on the Palestinian-Israeli
issue.”

Ceasefire

The Chinese ambassador also stat-
ed that his country’s current concern
is the comprehensive implementa-
tion of the relevant resolutions is-
sued by the UN Security Council
and the UN General Assembly on
the immediate ceasefire and stopping
hostilities. “The Chinese side rejects
any displacement or forced displace-
ment of the Palestinian people. Israel
must stop collective punishment of
the residents of the Gaza Strip and
open humanitarian corridors as soon
as possible to prevent a humanitarian
catastrophe on a larger scale.”

He called on the UN Security
Council to listen to the calls of Arab
and Islamic countries and take re-
sponsible steps to calm the situation.
“China believes that the root cause
of the deterioration of the Palestini-
an-Israeli situation is that the rights
of the Palestinian people to establish
their State, to exist, and to return to
their homeland have been ignored
for a long time, as well as calls on
the Chinese side to support the res-
toration of the legitimate rights of
the Palestinian people, and the es-
tablishment of an independent state
of Palestine that enjoys full sover-
eignty.”

On the latest Chinese develop-
ments and efforts at Mubarak Port,
he affirmed that during the successful
visit of His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
to China in September 2023, the
Chinese and Kuwaiti sides agreed to
enhance cooperation in many areas
like construction, infrastructure and
Mubarak Al-Kabeer Port.
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Cautious Kuwait, plays safe, despite change in policy ... post-invasion

“IN a recent gathering at a Kuwaiti diwaniya, discussions veered towards Ku-
wait’s foreign policy, exploring both recent shifts and historical context. Reflect-
ing on the era before the invasion (1961-1990), it became evident that Kuwait’s
diplomacy during this period was shaped by specific circumstances, primarily its
acceptance into the Arab League in 1961,” columnist Abdullah Bishara wrote
for Al-Qabas daily.

“Several factors defined this phase following which an Arab force was stationed
on the borders, supporting Kuwait and rejecting Iraq’s territorial claims; Assis-
tance Commitment: Kuwait was assured assistance if it decided to align with any
Arab country.

“These conditions restricted Kuwait’s access to military
support from Western nations and anchored its defense
mechanisms within the Arab League.

“Arab League decisions during the Kuwait crisis, es-
pecially influenced by the United Arab Republic and
President Jamal Abdel Nasser, placed Kuwait under Arab
political and moral sway. This unique approach hampered
Kuwait’s freedom to engage in dialogue with its former
protector, Britain, and positioned it under an Arab um-
brella.

“The late Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad recognized that
Kuwait’s security hinged on collective Arab cooperation.
Hence, Kuwait maintained a proactive role within the
Arab League, not only participating in committees but also assuming their chair-
manship. Sheikh Sabah believed in preserving Arab consensus to bolster Kuwait’s
security.

“During his active years from 1964 to 1971, Sheikh Sabah played crucial roles.
Notably, he orchestrated a meeting between President Abdel Nasser and King
Faisal on Yemen and presided over the Arab Committee to Defend Iraq during its
war with Iran. His optimism and determination were instrumental, and his diplo-
matic efforts extended globally.

“In the context of Kuwait’s relations with the United States, while disciplined,
they lacked warmth. Kuwait’s membership in the Arab League placed constraints
on its engagement with Western allies.

“US President George Bush “the father” acknowledged this during a meeting,
singling out Kuwait for its reserved stance towards the US.

“The invasion in 1990 altered Kuwait’s diplomatic landscape. Confronted with
regional threats, Kuwait formed a strategic partnership with the United States and
Britain, strengthening relations in various domains. This shift marked a departure
from the limitations imposed by the Arab League and allowed Kuwait more dip-
lomatic flexibility.

“Despite this strategic shift, Kuwait remains cautious, actively participating in
Arab League meetings, and contributing positively to regional problem-solving.
The people of Kuwait support these diplomatic measures, appreciating the safe-
guarding of their independence and the resilience Kuwait has displayed in the face
of regional challenges.

“As Kuwait continues to navigate these diplomatic waters, it is essential for the
strategic partners to acknowledge and invest in the partnership’s vitality through

Abdullah Bishara

Other Voices

multifaceted dialogues and engagements beyond political and security realms.

“In essence, Kuwait’s diplomatic journey reflects a pragmatic response to
evolving circumstances, grounded in a commitment to regional stability and co-
operation.”

Also:

“In 2010, Adam Przeworski, a prominent Polish-American political science
professor renowned for his insights into democratic societies, introduced a pro-
posal outlining a binary classification of democracy and dictatorship,” columnist
Suad Fahd Al-Mojil wrote for Al-Qabas daily.

“He utilized annual data spanning 1946 to 2008 across 199 countries. The clas-
sification distinguished between democracies and dictatorships, further catego-
rizing democracies into parliamentary, semi-presidential, and presidential, while
dictatorships were classified as royal, military, or civil.

“Przeworski’s theory asserted that the essence of democracy lies in competitive
elections, representing a system where citizens can change governments without
resorting to violence.

“Applying this classification, Kuwait demonstrated a minimal level of democ-
racy, a noteworthy achievement considering the relatively brief duration of its
democratic experiment. The presence of reasonably competitive elections without
bloodshed marked a positive outcome.

“However, beyond parliamentary elections, democracy yields tangible benefits
that deserve consideration in any evaluative process. This is particularly crucial
amid political crises, where differing perspectives on the electoral system and
mechanisms of operation come to the forefront. The constitutional amendment
process is currently a low priority within the dual authorities.

“The critics of democracy in Kuwait often argue that it impedes sustainable de-
velopment, yet they fail to articulate the nature of this obstacle or provide a precise
definition of development.

“They also overlook the role of the constitution and the birth of popular partici-
pation in Kuwait, which has been integral to cultural, educational, health, artistic,
and sporting advancements.

“The Przeworski scale, which classifies countries based on their government
systems, highlights reasons for categorizing them as democracies or dictatorships.

“Many Arab countries are labeled as dictatorial due to factors like the lack of
power exchange, absence of legislative parties, and unelected executive leader-
ship, or reliance on a single-party system.

“While democratic culture remains distant in most Arab societies, this is at-
tributed to hierarchical social structures and the relatively short democratic experi-
ence, initiated in many Arab countries after World War 1L

“Rejecting the notion that democracy is a Western concept incompatible with
Arab societies, a comparison with Iraq, which rebuilt its political structure after
decades of dictatorship, illustrates the adaptability of democratic principles.

“The chicken-and-egg puzzle may not be applicable to the establishment of a
sound political system.

“Prioritizing democratic actions involves setting the foundation with freedoms,
a constitution, elections, and legislative councils.

“These foundations, once established, evolve through practice, subject to trial

and error, acceptance, and rejection.

“Calls to suspend parliamentary life for refining the democratic experience are
deemed futile; revisions can only occur through increased practice. The unique
nature of this case negates the conventional chicken-and-egg puzzle.”
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“The mourning custom in Kuwait is one of the good customs that we inherited
from our fathers and grandfathers, and we will pass it on to our children, grand-
children and beyond -- God willing,” Sheikh Ali Al-Jaber Al-Ahmad wrote for
Al-Seyassah daily.

“It is a bright picture that shows the extent of cohesion and communication be-
tween citizens, regardless of their affiliation, to console the family of the deceased
and alleviate their pain and grief.

“It is also pleasing to witness acquaintances and others rushing to perform their
duty in the cemetery or at home, not caring about the traffic or where to park their
cars. The method of offering condolences and praising Allah is ideal in terms of
timing and organization. It is done morning and evening, not to mention the stand-
ing arrangement of the elderly among the family of the deceased.

“Aside from funerals, we also see this custom in weddings, which are no less
popular and shared. We ask Allah Almighty to perpetuate these blessings upon us
through our good customs, have mercy and forgive those whom He has chosen
to be near Him, and to grant long life to those who breathe the air of their Lord.

“When you express an opinion that is not in line with that of the nation’s repre-
sentatives, especially with regard to the issue of nationality, and you meet one of
them in an occasion, you feel dissatisfied with his facial expression. If you greet
him, you can hardly hear his voice and the reason is that your opinion contradicts
his. Not only that, he and his colleagues cannot tolerate you, or those who support
you. They describe you as misguided groups with suspicious and deviant opin-
ions, as one of them mentioned in his meeting.

“Moreover, they accuse you of inciting others to overthrow the regime and the
Constitution, God forbid. They are certain that you have accepted the democratic
system with a sweet soul, that you are adhering to it, and that it is indispensable
because you are more honest than them. Therefore, the name, ‘nation’s representa-
tives,” does not match the actions and practices of some of them, which cannot be
accepted by any Kuwaiti.

“Whenever we are optimistic about the new representatives, the same suspi-
cions ones come to us and only a few perform their duties to the fullest. We thank
these few.

“Just as the representatives have an opinion, you have another opinion without
using bad words to describe them. You do not utter the most horrific expressions
to them. You do not hurl accusations, like they do, because you think that disagree-
ment over an issue does not destroy the friendship. You regard it as a disagree-
ment between members of Kuwaiti families. They reconcile without hostility or
estrangement, while they consider it a challenge between a victor and a loser, far
from public interest, so this phrase applies to them: ‘If you are not with me, you
will not see my smile.”

“May God protect Kuwait and its people from all forms of evil and harm.”

— Compiled by PFX Fernandes
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Cops hurt in police station fight

By Ahmad alsarraf

ecently, I had the opportunity to

meet with a group of friends in
Beirut during a symposium related
to my book, ‘The Secret of Lebanon
through Kuwaiti eyes.’

The event featured speeches by
politician and economist Nizar You-
nis, Father George Hobeika, the hon-
orable President of the University of
Kaslik, and literary novelist Omar
Saeed.

The sympo-
sium, skillfully
moderated by
Justice  Profes-
sor Yousef Bis-
hara, drew a
relatively large
crowd despite
the challenging
circumstances
in Lebanon. At-
tendees navigat-
ed the difficulties of traveling on less
crowded, more arduous, and slower
roads -- a reality shaped by various
well-known reasons.

The journey has transformed into
an odyssey, and the pervasive fear
is that the situation may erupt at any
moment, making it crucial for every-
one to be cautious about being in the
wrong place at the wrong time.

Among the audience, as usual, was
Ms. Ilham Helou, a prominent figure
known as “the writer of closed draw-
ers.” She earned this moniker because
she meticulously stores everything
she intends to write in the drawers of
her desk, maintaining a refined style
but refusing to publish her work.

In an email received after my
return from Beirut, Ms. Helou ex-
pressed that our meeting was signif-
icant, both due to its rarity and the
intellectual and mental enjoyment it
provided. She identified herself as a
Maronite, emphasizing her identity
as a free human being first.

Ms. Helou shared her perspective
on my book, which delves into the
role of Christians in Lebanon, noting
that Christians, often unintention-
ally, are raised with a more flexible
upbringing, characterized by a higher
level of freedom. In contrast to some
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My Christian friend & my book

who tend to suppress opinions and
conceal feelings to evade rebuke, she
observed that Christians have room
for expressing criticism of prevail-
ing or traditional norms. According
to her, this flexibility allows them to
innovate, make mistakes, and learn
valuable lessons in life.

Ms. Helou pointed out that the up-
bringing of individuals from differ-
ent religious backgrounds influences
their behavior, especially in express-
ing feelings or opinions.

She suggested that individuals
from her community tend to be cau-
tious, quick to agree with others’
opinions, and hesitant to express dis-
sent. In contrast, she highlighted the
openness within her community to
discuss and challenge religious prac-
tices or beliefs without fear of ridi-
cule or blasphemy. She credited this
to the more lenient nature of religious
authority, which adapts to the chang-
ing lifestyles and values of the era.

According to Ms. Helou, the con-
tinuous review and discussion within
the Christian community safeguard
faith from stagnation and the imposi-
tion of rigid interpretations. While the
committed may find these positions

challenging, they have become inte-
gral to Christian religious thought,
influenced by the West’s history, the
Age of Enlightenment, revolutions,
and secularism.

Religious authorities have aban-
doned strictness and military-like
discipline in favor of freedom of ex-
pression, discussion, and research.

Ms. Helou acknowledged that the
ideals and values attributed to Christians
are sometimes incorrect, emphasizing
that individual behavior outside one’s
homeland differs from behavior within
it. She concluded that, in the end, every-
one, regardless of their religious back-
ground, is a sinful human being.

In her closing remarks, Ms. Helou
emphasized the importance of choos-
ing the right school for children, one
that aligns with a balanced educa-
tional policy between oppression and
freedom, fanaticism and acceptance
of others.

Q Qo Q
e-mail: a.alsarraf@algabas.com.kw

3 hurt in Jleeb fire

Interpol extradites wanted harber

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 15: The Kuwaiti In-
terpol Service apprehended an expatriate,
subsequently extraditing him to his home
country following a conviction in an ethi-
cal case. The individual, employed as a
children’s barber in Kuwait, had been
placed on the international wanted list
following a court decision in his home
country sentencing him to 15 years of im-
prisonment, reports Al-Anba daily.

Conversely, three expatriates received
medical treatment at Farwaniya Hospital
after sustaining injuries in a fire incident
in the Jleeb area.

In an official statement, the fire depart-
ment disclosed that personnel from the
Jleeb and Al-Samoud centers success-
fully contained a fire at an Arab residence
in the Al-Hasawi area yesterday morning.
The response was prompted by a report
of a fire breaking out in the aforemen-
tioned house.

Firefighters managed to extinguish
the flames, and three expatriates, who
suffered from smoke inhalation, were
promptly transferred to the medical
emergency room for necessary medical
attention.

Hearing in ‘terror’ case adjourned to Feb 12

By Jaber Al-Hamoud
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff and Agencies

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 15: The Ministry of
Interior has started an extensive investiga-
tion into a fistfight among security officers,
which caused injuries to some of them, re-
ports Al-Anba daily quoting a security

source.

The source disclosed that the officers involved in the
fight are from the General Traffic Department, Public
Security Department and Criminal Investigation Depart-
ment; including two policemen, a first sergeant, a corpo-
ral, a captain and a first lieutenant.

Investigations are ongoing to determine the circumstanc-
es that led to the fistfight.

On the other hand, Task Force officers approached a
citizen in Hawally Governorate when they noticed his ab-
normal condition. However, he tried to attack them and
ignored their directive for him to stop, indicating with his
hand that he was busy. He was forced to obey the orders
of the officers when a number of policemen arrived at the
scene.

A case was registered against him for resisting police and
behaving in an abnormal way. He was referred to the con-
cerned authorities.
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Ruling opposed: The Court of Cassation adjourned to the
February 12 session the appeal submitted by the Public
Prosecution against the ruling to acquit 13 Kuwaiti citi-
zens who were accused of financing terrorism and joining
a banned Lebanese party “Hezbollah” through donations
from a charitable organization.

Earlier, the Court of First Instance had confirmed in the
explanatory memo of its ruling that “there is no legislation
in the country that criminalizes collecting money for public
purposes without a license since the establishment of the
Ministry of Social Affairs on December 14, 1954.

This is the matter that tied the court’s hands and prevent-
ed it from using its authority stipulated in article 132 of the
Code of Criminal Procedure and Trials by amending the
description of the accusation to a legal description, which is
supposed to exist, that is more correct and accurate.

According to the court’s view, this is considered a legis-
lative defect that requires attention to be amended and cor-
rected in order to place all individuals and groups in the
field of fundraising with their various beliefs and orienta-
tions under the scrutiny of the auditor, and under the eye
of the censor who prevents the recurrence of the incident
under accusation, and protects the country from any harm
that may befall it or its position internally or externally at
the local, regional, or international levels.”

a o Q

70 pc drug cases: While the corridors on the fourth floor
of the Justice Palace are crowded with the public who are
waiting for the sessions to begin, a number of defendants sit
on chairs adjacent to the halls next to their families, fearing
the decisions that will be reached by the judicial bodies that
will hear their cases.

Yesterday, the Criminal Court on the fourth floor tried
54 criminal cases, the largest share being drug cases, with
38 cases filed against citizens and expatriates who were ac-
cused of drug use and trafficking, i.e. 70 percent.

The session began by examining the usual cases, such
as beating, robbery by force, kidnapping, and murder.
The court then proceeded to consider the other cases, all
of which are classified as drug cases of all kinds, such as
abuse, trafficking, import, and cultivation of various types,
such as hashish, heroin, morphine, cocaine, narcotic pills of
all kinds, and shabu (crystal meth).

The surprise usually lies in the fact that in criminal cases,
a state of astonishment prevails among those present in oth-
er cases that the defendants in drug cases are of both sexes
and of different ages. One can find a 50-year-old defendant
sitting in the dock, and a young man, aged 19, sitting next
to him accused of using Shabu. You also find some girls of
different ages accused of using drugs.
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Director General of Kuwait Municipality Saud Al-Dabbous talking on new advertising
regulations.

‘Violations will not he tolerated’

Kuwait’s Municipality affirmed on Mon-
day that the state’s capabilities and
properties are a red line not to be vio-
lated in light of the existence of regula-
tions and laws that facilitate individuals’
and companies’ ability to revise previ-
ous violations.

Director General of Kuwait Munici-

pality Saud Al-Dabbous made these
remarks during a lecture on the new ad-
vertising regulations.

He stated that though they have been
amended and new licensing programs
are in development, they will not be the
last step in their vision for developing and
digitizing Kuwait’s municipality. (KUNA)

SPIN & WIN
JANUARY REWARDS

FOR LOYAL GUEST

DON'T FORGET
TO SPIN THE WHEEL

WHEN YOU DINE IN AT ANY BRANCH

MUGHAL MAHAL

WWWMUGHALMAHAL.COM




LOCAL

ARAB TIMES, TUESDAY, JANUARY 16, 2024

E-commerce solidifies role as fundamental
pillar in economic and consumer landscape

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 15: As
electronic commerce solidi-
fies its role as a fundamental
pillar in the economic and
consumer landscape of the
country, keeping pace with
the swift developments in
this sector has become im-
perative, reports Al-Seyas-
sah daily.

This expansive domain not only
fosters substantial employment op-
portunities but also serves as a cat-
alyst for economic growth across
global economies.

To delve into the notable advance-
ments and prospects shaping e-com-
merce in Kuwait in the current year,
the daily recently engaged in a con-
versation with Tariq Saqr, the CEO of
4sale -- a prominent online classified
advertising platform in Kuwait.
Saqr’s insights, derived from an anal-
ysis of consumer and commodity data
from the past years, anticipate a
promising year ahead, particularly in
the realm of car trade.

Saqr highlights the changing con-
sumer behavior characterized by swift
purchasing  decisions, heightened
engagement with targeted recommen-
dations, and an insistence on top-tier
platforms in their respective catego-
ries. Describing the forecasting of
e-commerce prospects as akin to “for-
tune-telling with a crystal ball,” Saqr
emphasizes the rational approach
employed by 4sale in understanding
the Kuwaiti market. Drawing on years
of experience, customer feedback, and
data evaluation, the company adopts a
thoughtful perspective on the coming
year and its potential opportunities.

In Saqr’s view, each year serves as
a wealth of knowledge and experi-
ence, providing valuable insights into
the preferences and behaviors of
Kuwaiti consumers. Leveraging this

4sale CEO forecasts robust growth in Kuwait’'s online market

abundance of information, he outlines
five key developments and potential
prospects for online business in 2024.

Saqr predicts a sustained increase
in demand for used cars throughout
the year, with a peculiar dip in trans-
actions during April. He notes that
crucial customer inquiries revolve
around the car’s manufacturing year
and mileage, with the top 10 car
brands maintaining their dominance
over the past five years.

Expecting a cultural shift toward
instant gratification in 2024, Saqr
observes that consumers will spend
less time browsing and act more
quickly on what they see, be it buy-
ing, selling, or interacting with con-
tent. This aligns with the modifica-
tions made to applications and classi-
fied sites for a more streamlined and
attractive user experience.

Consistency

Saqgr affirms the consistency of
consumer preferences within specific
departments. For instance, watches
are the most popular in the men’s
gifts department, while leather bags
top the list among women. The dyna-
mism of tastes is evident in prefer-
ences for wedding dresses among
women and shoes among men in the
clothing department.

In 2024, hyper-personalization of
messages to customers, respecting
their data privacy, is deemed essen-
tial. Consumers increasingly desire
recommendations tailored precisely
to their tastes.

Saqr asserts that the trend in the
classified advertising field is leaning
towards exceptional performance in
one main sector or strong competence
across all sectors. The evidence sug-
gests that either excelling significant-
ly (e.g., 15 out of 10) in a particular
sector or consistently performing well
(9/10) across the board is becoming
pivotal for success.

Loading up relief aid into the plane.

Kuwait sends Gaza 40th relief planeload

The 40th relief planeload to Gaza
left for Al-Arish Airport on Monday
carrying 40 tons of humanitarian
aid and three ambulances organ-
ized by Al-Salam Association
for Humanitarian and Charitable
Works in partnership with the In-
ternational Islamic Charity Organi-
zation (1ICO).

Chairperson of the Board of Di-
rectors of Al-Salam Association
and a member of the Board of Di-
rectors of the International Islamic
Charity Organization, Dr. Nabil Al-
Aoun, spoke of the coordination
efforts to Kuwait News Agency
(KUNA) saying that it expedited

aid delivery to Gaza.

Al-Aoun said that the 40th re-
lief plane contains three fully
equipped ambulances, 285 tents
and food, revealing that the
weight of the total aid provided by
the Association to Gaza amount-
ed to some 380 tons.

He added that the Association’s
warehouses contain more than
200 tons of relief aid to meet the
needs of the Palestinian people in
light of the deteriorating situation.

He also called on official authori-
ties to operate additional flights to
provide more aid to the Palestin-
ians.
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He pointed out that Al-Salam’s
humanitarian campaign which
started on December 15 last
year, aiming to send 500 trucks
to face winter in four different
countries, allocated 58 truck-
loads for Gaza.

Dr. Walid Al-Awadi, the repre-
sentative of the IICO, asserted to
KUNA that the increasing demand
for necessary materials requires
cooperation and coordination with
the Palestinian Red Crescent to
deliver it as well as facilitation from
the Kuwaiti Ministries of Defense,
Social Affairs and Foreign Affairs.
(KUNA)

Land degradation

PAAAFR, ACSAD forge
strategic ‘partnership’

By Abdul Nasser Al-Aslami
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 15: The
Public Authority for Agricul-
tural Affairs and Fish Resources
(PAAAFR) and the Arab Center
for the Studies of Arid Zones and
Dry Lands (ACSAD) discussed
ways to enhance and expand
joint cooperation and implement
a number of projects. These proj-
ects mainly focus on monitoring
land degradation. There are also
new projects related to non-tra-
ditional water uses, monitoring
and stabilizing sand dunes, and
developing livestock, pastures,
and forest resources.

During his meeting with the
Director General of ACSAD
Nasr Al-Din Al-Obaid, the Di-
rector General of PAAAFR
Eng. Nasser Al-Taqi expressed
his desire to cooperate with the
ACSAD to implement develop-
ment plans that serve Kuwait,
meet the priorities and objec-
tives of PAAAFR, achieve Arab
food security, ensure sustainable
development and activate joint
Arab action.

Executive steps

The two sides also discussed
the executive steps for opening
an ACSAD office in Kuwait to
follow up the work and activities
and implement the development
projects.

Meanwhile, experts from both
parties held technical meetings
which focused on researching
the implementation of livestock
projects, agricultural resources
and land uses.

The ACSAD delegation was
briefed on the plans and programs
of PAAAFR, and the results of
joint research with the Kuwait In-
stitute for Scientific Research, es-
pecially the cultivation of ACSAD
varieties of wheat and barley.

More than 300 livestock of
promising breeds were also test-
ed, some of which could be im-
proved in their productivity (meat
and milk), which reached more
than 240 percent of the milk.
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FCB records 8 abstentions in 3 fiscal years

By Mohammad Ghanem
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 15: According to
informed sources at the Ministry of Elec-
tricity, Water and Renewable Energy,
the Financial Controller Bureau recorded
eight abstentions in the fiscal years of
2022, 2023 and 2024, in accordance with
article 14 of the Financial Controllers
Law.

They explained that six abstentions
were passed due to referral of the absten-
tion issue for investigation, or due to the
availability of documents supporting the
disbursement.

On the other hand, the sources reported

that the value of companies’ guarantees
reached KD 35.223 million at the Con-
tracts and Tenders Department according
to the latest census.

They said an inventory of all compa-
nies’ guarantees and letters of guarantee
has been carried out, and there is also
an automated system through which all
their data registered in contracts is stored.
There is a special locked safe to store
letters of guarantee and original articles
once they are submitted by the contracted
companies.

The sources also confirmed that work
is currently underway to coordinate and
allocate the appropriate place to transfer
it to the Accounts Department.

Enhancing municipal efficiency

Municipality holds talk on new adverts list

By Enas Awadh
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 15: “The newly ap-
proved list of advertisements has been
worked on for years. It is based on the mu-
nicipality’s vision to develop its services
and support digital transformation in par-
allel with updating its licensing program”,
says the Director General of Kuwait Mu-
nicipality Saud Al-Dabbous.

In a speech he delivered yesterday on the
sidelines of a lecture organized under his
auspices for the employees of the munici-
pality about the new list of advertisements,
Al-Dabbous explained that this step will not
be the last, but work will be carried out tire-
lessly to develop all the regulations. These
include the agriculture regulations, which
are under issuance, the building law and
many other regulations.

Work will also be done soon to develop
the municipality’s organizational structure,
merge and create some sectors to activate
the supervisory aspect of business, and
place young employees in supervisory po-
sitions for them to be responsible for their
workplace without centralization of work.

He stressed that the state’s capabilities
and properties are a red line, and no one will
be allowed to commit violations in light of
the existence of regulations and laws that
make it easy for individuals and companies
to amend any previous violating status.

Al-Dabbous affirmed that the door of his
office is open for any proposal that aims at
developing performance and advancing the
level of the municipality.

Meanwhile, in a press statement, Al-
Dabbous indicated that he personally par-
ticipated in the discussions regarding the
advertisement regulations during his years
of work prior to assuming the position of
Director General of the Municipality.

He explained that the new advertising reg-
ulations were formulated after lengthy and
numerous studies and discussions about the
articles it contains and the amendments pro-
posed to them by the concerned authorities.

Some of them were skipped and others
were accepted until the vision crystallized
in the new list of adverts that was recently
approved by the Minister of State for Mu-
nicipal Affairs Fahad Al-Shoula.

Al-Dabbous praised the efforts exerted
by the advisor Eng. Faisal Sadiq in drafting
and approving the list.

He went on to explain that the activation
mechanism for implementing the new ad-
vertisement list includes providing lectures
to familiarize municipality employees with
the terms of the new advertisement list and
the amendments contained therein.

PADA launches media
awareness campaign

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 15: Director of the
Public Relations and Media Department at
the Public Authority for Disabled Affairs
(PADA) Doha Al-Khamis said the author-
ity has launched an awareness campaign
about the required documents and the rel-
evant committees on its social media ac-
counts, with the aim of educating all those
concerned about the procedures followed in
various sectors of the authority, reports Al-
Anba daily.

In a statement to the daily, Al-Khamis
disclosed that the procedures for medical
services and specialized committees, which
include opening a medical file for the first
time, necessitate the submission of a recent
medical report from a government hospital
with the original civil identification card to
schedule a committee appointment and for
the patient to appear a quarter of an hour
before the appointment. She clarified that
medical reports from any government hospi-
tal, the military hospital and the oil company
hospital are accepted.

It also aims at educating the public about
the regulations, the violations, and the fi-
nancial fines imposed on for violations.
Adherence to the controls contained in the
regulation, its conditions and its law pre-
vents those dealing with the municipality
from committing a violation or a fine re-
garding it.

The list of advertisements will not be
permanent, but will be subject to improve-
ments and changes according to its practice
and application. This approach will be cir-
culated to all regulations in the municipal-
ity.

Al-Dabbous highlighted that the organi-
zation contained in the articles of the new
advertisement list will reflect positively on
strengthening the financial resources of the
municipality as it is its primary resource.

It is worth highlighting that the lecture was
presented by the advisor to the Minister of
State for Municipal Affairs Faisal Sadiq, who
reviewed the articles of the new regulations,
included discussions about some of them and
ways of implementing them with the em-
ployees of the municipality. They listened to
the opinions and inquiries of the participants
about the articles and clauses of the regula-
tions, especially the articles and clauses re-
lated to financial fines for violators.
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Continued from Page 1

The Qatari Minister of Finance was
also dismissed based on corruption
charges. His arrest was ordered by the
Public Prosecution.

However, the opposite happened in
Kuwait. Many ministers and officials
caused the state to lose hundreds of
millions, and even billions of dinars.

Instead of putting them in prison,
they were appointed again to institu-
tions and ministries, as if nothing had
happened.

In any European country, when
someone assumes the position of
Prime Minister, he has a team prepared
quickly and chosen based on strict cri-
teria. The state is thus not disrupted for
weeks or months.

However, in our case, ministerial
formation is sometimes delayed for
weeks. This is due to the fact that a
certain minister was not the choice of
a particular parliamentarian or bloc, or
because the heads of the tribe or sect
did not accept him. When personal ac-
counts overpower the performance of
state institutions, they fail.

If an official does not perform his
work to the fullest extent, and does not
put the interests of the country ahead
of his own interests, then failure is
imminent. This is not how things are
done.

Amir congratulates

Continued from Page 1

In the cable, His Highness the Amir
hailed the relationship between Kuwait
and Denmark as strong and bound by
history, expressing his desire to further
enhance this relationship in the future
and wishing the new King and his peo-
ple health and prosperity.

Meanwhile, His Highness the Act-
ing Prime Minister Sheikh Ahmad
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah also sent
a cable of congratulations on Monday
to King of Denmark, Frederik X on as-
suming the throne.

In his cable, His Highness the Prime
Minister wished the King and the peo-
ple of Denmark further progress and
prosperity.

PAM announces

Continued from Page 1

Kazem explained that the purpose
of this new service is to empower
individuals registered in “Chapter
Five” to generate a “To Whom It May
Concern” certificate addressed to the
Ministry of Higher Education directly
through the application.

This can be done when there is a
need to complete studies or for any
other purpose. The user of the “Sahel”
application must have previously sub-
mitted a request for the processing of
study applications in the labor support
transactions system on the Public Au-
thority for Manpower website.

Kazem commended the Public Au-
thority for Manpower for its ongoing
efforts in introducing new electronic
services through the unified govern-
ment application for electronic ser-
vices ‘Sahel’.

Part-time work

Continued from Page 1

the Public Authority for Manpower.
This connectivity would facilitate the
issuance of “no objection to working
part-time” certificates for engineers
and employees affiliated with engi-
neering offices and consulting houses.
These certificates aim to ensure that
engineers and technicians do not en-
gage in part-time work for contracting
companies, preserving the integrity of
the profession by avoiding conflicts of
interest, protecting intellectual prop-
erty, and maintaining confidentiality in
the workplace.

In conclusion, Al-Salman issued a
warning against residency traders and
individuals seeking to exploit the deci-
sion for personal gain. He stressed the
importance of strict adherence to regu-
lations and the upcoming implementa-
tion of the partial labor law, emphasiz-
ing the need for vigilance to prevent
violations and uphold the standards set
by the regulations governing the engi-
neering and consulting profession.

KU urges

Continued from Page 1

The meeting also tackled many im-
portant topics to meet the challenges and
requirements of modern technologies in
teaching and learning, including the im-
portance of coordination between univer-
sities in the field of research, E-learning,
academic programs, professional and
academic development, volunteer work
and student exchange, he said.

During the meeting, several topics
were approved including the govern-
ance of Gulf database (Jisr), the es-
tablishment of a website for the secre-
tariats of the joint work committees, an
amendment to the regulations organiz-
ing the awards, and preparation for the
upcoming meetings of the committee,
in addition to building alliances related
to cybersecurity and Al among Gulf
universities, he added.

Al-Rafie said that it was also ap-
proved to adopt the unified guideline
for blended education prepared by
KU and the Saudi Electronic Univer-
sity, stressing the importance of the
meeting in supporting the process of
cooperation between universities and
higher education institutions to build
an advanced Gulf society.

KU had participated in sixth meet-
ing of presidents and directors of uni-
versities and higher education institu-
tions in the GCC hosted by the UAE
University, Dr. Al-Rafi participated on
behalf of KU Director in the prepara-
tory meeting of the Vice Deans as well
as the main meeting that was held in
Dubai last Friday.

Lawmaker calls

Continued from Page 1

He disclosed the committee dis-
covered that this case, which was
announced by Sheikh Nasser Sabah
Al-Ahmad -- may Allah have mercy
on him -- in a historic position by
exposing this group and its repercus-
sions are still continuing. He stressed
it is unimaginable that an official, a
bank manager or a person closely or
remotely linked to any of the suspi-
cions related to the Army Fund would
be a candidate as a minister in the
new government. “If this happens,
the committee will summon the min-
ister to investigate the case, as well as
other well-known corruption cases,”
he warned.

He also denied accusing the Ethics
Committee of violating the laws and
praised the citizens’ cooperation with
the panel.

On the other hand, Chairman of the
Committee for Promoting Values and
Combating Negative Phenomena MP
Muhammad Hayef accvused “intru-
sive institutions” -- which he did not
name -- of seeking to change the face
of Kuwaiti society and preoccupying
young people with matters outside
their religion, customs and traditions
in a world filled with many negative
and alien phenomena that invade so-
cieties.

In a press statement following the
committee’s meeting, Haif praised
the ministries’ employees in assisting
the relevant agencies to reduce nega-
tive phenomena. He also lauded the
citizens who report to the competent
authorities about any wrong practices
in the country.

He vehemently denied the al-
legation that he accused the Ethics
Committee of taking decisions con-
tradicting the laws, stressing that the
committee is playing its role in urging
the activation of laws and regulations.

He said “the committee discussed
the legal and ethical violations in
health clubs based on the complaints
we received from citizens, and in the
presence of representatives of the
ministries of Commerce and Munici-
pality who were informed about the
necessity of activating the laws and
regulations to organize the work of
health clubs and various activities in
the country. These regulations pro-
hibit them from violating the provi-
sions of Islamic Sharia, including the
employment of men in women’s sa-
lons; in the same manner that women
are prohibited from working in health
and physical institutes and salons for
men.

Chairman of the Education Affairs
Committee MP Hamad Al-Olayan
announced that the committee will
organize a discussion panel and an
open dialogue entitled, ‘The Chal-
lenges of Education in Kuwait and
Ways to Advance It, at the National
Assembly Theater on Thursday in
order to determine the reasons for
the deterioration of education in the
country and ways to develop it.

In a press statement, Al-Olayan
confirmed the conference is within
the framework of the committee’s
preparations for the session on educa-
tion laws and development on April
30. He said the committee is keen
on fully preparing for the session in
terms of reports and laws to ensure
the session is fruitful and to achieve
its goal. He hinted on the possibil-
ity of holding marathon meetings to
complete the reports needed for the
session.

He pointed out that the invitation
to the conference will be general to
all specialists, interested parties, edu-
cational activists, those in the educa-
tional field, and officials in the Minis-
try of Education and other concerned
authorities.

He added the members of the com-
mittee will be present at this confer-
ence in order to listen to the concerns
of specialists in this field and to know
their views on the reasons for the de-
terioration of education in Kuwait,
ways to advance it, and their ideas
for educational development in the
country.

He stated that the committee re-
cently held a number of meetings
with government agencies; such as
the Ministry of Education and Higher
Education, Academic Accredita-
tion Authority, Private Universities
Council, government universities and
many entities related to education.
He said the meetings coincided with
the visit of the members of the com-
mittee to the State of Qatar to learn
from the Qatari experience.

In another development, MP Ab-
dullah Al-Anbai asked Deputy Prime
Minister, Minister of Oil and Minister
of State for Economic and Investment
Affairs Dr Saad Al-Barrak about the
number of drilling towers and well re-
pair at the joint operations in Wafra,
number of contracting companies,
and number of Saudi and Kuwaiti
employees supervising them.

He wants to know the number
new rigs operating at the joint op-
erations since the resumption of
production at the joint operations,
number for each contracting com-
pany, if the increase in the number
of rigs is accompanied by a similar
increase in the number of Kuwaiti
employees representing Kuwait
Gulf Oil Company (KGOC) in the
concerned departments, number of
Kuwaiti engineers specialized in
preparing work programs for drill-
ing towers and well repair before
and after the new drilling towers
started operating, if this increase
is accompanied by an appropriate
increase in the number of Kuwaiti
employees representing KGOC,
future national manpower needs of
KGOC in all specializations, if the
dues and benefits of Kuwaiti em-
ployees are different after switch-
ing from the joint account to the
single account, including the annu-
al merit increase, annual bonus, op-
tional external training, allowances

Kuwait charity organization helps
less fortunate villagers of Yemen

120 families find new hope as initiative brings dignified living

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 15:
The Kuwaiti International
Islamic Charitable Or-
ganization inaugurated
the “Kuwait Al Khair”
residential village, on the
coastal district of Al Mokha
on the Red Sea in the Taiz
Governorate, Yemen. This
initiative, part of the “Ku-
wait Is Next to You” cam-
paign, received funding
from the “Tarahum Volun-
teer Team,” reports Al-Rai
daily.

Nasser Al-Bassam, the head of
the Kuwaiti Tarahum Volunteer
Team delegation in Yemen, said
the residential village comprises
120 housing units, each featuring
two rooms, a Kitchen, and a court-
yard.

Additionally, every housing unit
is equipped with a solar system,
water tank, and water drainage net-
work. Shelter bags, bedding, and
cooking tools were provided to sup-
port the well-being of all beneficiary
families.

The “Kuwait Al-Khair” residen-
tial village significantly improved the
living conditions of 120 families pre-
viously residing in makeshift straw
houses and tents. They have now been
relocated to secure homes, shielding

them from the harsh conditions and of-
fering a more dignified life.

Vital roles

Al-Bassam expressed gratitude to
those who contributed to this humani-
tarian project, acknowledging the vital
roles played by the International Is-
lamic Charitable Organization, bene-
factors, supporters, and the Yemeni
Communication Foundation for Hu-
man Development, which implement-
ed the project.

Al-Bassam highlighted the ongoing
projects, including the construction of
a mosque, school, health center, bak-
ery, and water tank tower, as well as
endowment shops, all funded by the
Tarahum Team and supervised by the
Charitable Organization.

He also mentioned the initiation of
a water network extension project for
villages inhabited by displaced people,
funded by Kuwaiti philanthropists and
overseen by the Kuwaiti Tanmia Char-
itable Society.

Abdul-Jabbar Al-Zahzouh, the
Second Deputy Head of the Political
Bureau of the National Resistance,
expressed gratitude to Kuwait’s

Amir, government, and people,
as well as the Tarahum Volunteer
Team, the International Islamic

Charitable Organization, and the
Tanmia Charitable Society.

He praised Kuwait for its consistent
support through humanitarian and de-
velopment projects, emphasizing the
profound impact on the lives of Ye-
menis and their gratitude for Kuwait’s
steadfast solidarity in various circum-
stances.

specific to the nature of their work,
overtime and travel time allowance
to and from the workplace.

He also inquired about the compa-
ny’s plan to resolve the job deadlock
at the joint Wafra and Khafji op-
erations, if all the positions vacated
by those who retired from 2015 till
date have been filled, employment
rate for Kuwaitis during the same
period, ratio of Kuwaiti employees
to Saudi employees in Wafra joint
operations, if the representatives of
the two entities equal in number and
job grades for each job title, jobs
of foreign consultants, engineers or
drilling supervisors (non-Kuwaitis
and Saudis) in the joint Wafra op-
erations, the academic requirements,
number of non-Kuwaiti employees
under subcontract, if it is possible
to replace them with the nationals of
both countries, if KGOC announced
its need for Kuwaiti graduates for all
the mentioned jobs before appoint-
ing foreigners, financial compensa-
tion and privileges granted to foreign
employees including financial and
in-kind benefits and monthly travel
tickets, cost incurred by KGOC
for these benefits, if the Saudi side
contributes to such cost, if the cost
is higher than the amount paid to a
newly appointed Kuwaiti employee
(Grade 11) according to the com-
pany’s regulations, added value of
these non-Kuwaiti employees, and if
there have been deductions from the
entitlements of Kuwaitis working in
the joint Wafra and Khafji opera-
tions over the past two years.

Al-Anbai also inquired about the
mission of the Environment Public
Authority (EPA) in the international
horticultural exhibition ‘Expo Qa-
tar 2023°, cost of travel, number of
members of the delegation, amount
allocated for each member, number
of rooms rented at the hotel, rationale
behind the decision of EPA to choose
Mandarin Hotel even though there
are other hotels with the same quality
at a lower price, cost of the Kuwaiti
pavilion at the exhibition, items dis-
played and the cost, officials respon-
sible, lessons from this mission, rea-
son for closing the Kuwaiti Pavilion
for a long period, date of the last en-
vironmental conference organized by
EPA and reasons for not activating its
powers to arrest violators.
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The International Islamic Charitable Organization opens a residential village for displaced people in the Yemeni

Governorate of Taiz.
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Kuwait Development Funds a project to extend a water network to displaced villages in the Yemeni Governorate

of Taiz.

Kuwait exports 15,229 megawatts to GCC grid

By Mohammed Ghanem
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 15: Accord-
ing to informed sources from the
Ministry of Electricity, Water and
Renewable Energy, a total of 15,229
megawatts were exported to the GCC
electrical grid last December, and the
network received 11,003 megawatts,
which is a difference of 4,226 mega-
watts for the Kuwaiti network, ac-
cording to the latest statistics issued
by the ministry.

In a related context, the sources
confirmed that the total electri-
cal installations for the plots last
December amounted to 444 plots
with an electrical load of 67,757
kilowatts.

They indicated that the private
housing sector received the largest
share of the total extensions with
390 plots, while the commercial and
government sectors came in second
place with 19 plots each, then the in-
dustrial sector with eight plots, then
the investment sector with six plots,

and finally the agricultural sector
with two plots.

In a different context, the ministry
is proposing a practice for dispos-
ing of chemicals containing asbestos
found in the ministry’s warehouses
in Subhan, in order to preserve the
health of employees working in these
warehouses.

This is a practice that was sup-
posed to be introduced eight years
ago.The procedures are being com-
pleted. The value of these materials
amounts to KD 54,000.

Terms & Conditions:

e All submissions
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The New India Assurance Co. Ltd

THE NEW INDIA ASSURANCE COMPANY LTD

(Kuwait)

TENDER NOTICE

APPOINTMENT OF ACTUARIAL EXPERT FOR ACTUARIAL VALUATION

New India Assurance Company Limited, Kuwait (NIA Kuwait) is a licensed insurer engaged in general Insurance
activities regulated by Insurance Regulatory Unit (IRU) in Kuwait. Our Parent company M/s New India Assurance is a
public sector undertaking under the ownership of Government of India. New India is a Multinational General Insurance
Company, today operates in 25 countries and headquartered at Mumbai, India. The company is a public listed entity in
Bombay Stock Exchange (BSE: 540769) and National Stock Exchange (NSE: NIACL) in India.

The New India Assurance Co Ltd, Kuwait (NIA Kuwait) intends to appoint an actuarial firm for actuarial valuation as
mandated by IRU as per Executive Regulation of the Law 125 of 2019 (including but not restricted to) as outlined in
Article 145,146,147, 155,160,163,164,165 of Law No. (125) of 2019 regarding the regulation of insurance for a period
of three years from Ist January 2022 to 31st December 2024 (Three years).Interested Actuarial Firms are invited to
submit their proposals for the assignment. Please refer the tender document for the complete scope, terms & conditions.

e The applicant entity / actuarial firm may be a Partnership Firm/ Limited liability partnership/body corporate,
licensed by concerned authorities & registered with Insurance Regulatory Unit (IRU) in Kuwait.

e The Actuarial Firm should have carried out the actuarial valuation of at least 3 general insurance companies in
the immediately preceding 5 financial years.

® The contract will be for an initial period of three (3) years from 1st January 2022 to 31st December 2024 .

* Right of Acceptance -NIA Kuwait reserves all rights to reject any or all tenders without assigning any reason.

e Successful bidder shall enter into a contract and the authorized signatory shall execute and sign the contract
agreement in accordance with the tender document scope, terms & conditions before commencement of service.

e Successful bidder shall give acceptance within 10 days from the date of receipt of the work order, failing which
the work order issued stands cancelled.

to be sent

coo@newindiakuwait.com

via email including any

Tenders must be received before 4.00 p.m. (local time in Kuwait) on Thursday 25th January 2024,

Tender document can be downloaded from our website https://newindiakuwait.com/

or
Scan the QR code

SCAN ME

For any clarifications, write to coo@newindiakuwait.com

Address

supporting documentation

to Mail Id-

The New India Assurance Co. Ltd,19th Floor, Behbehani Complex,Jaber Al Mubarak Street,Sharg,P.O Box No. 370, Safat,13004,Kuwait

Tel: +965 2241 2085/86/87/88, 22404258
Fax: +965 2241 2089, 2242 7903
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Ex-mayor cuts jail time

UN seeks $4.2b for
Ukraine aid in 2024

BERLIN, Jan 15, (AP): The United Nations appealed
on Monday for $4.2 billion to help people in Ukraine
and displaced outside the country this year, saying that
people on the front lines have “exhausted their meager
resources” and many refugees also are vulnerable.

About three-quarters of the total, $3.1 billion, is
meant to support some 8.5 million people inside
Ukraine. The remaining $1.1 billion is sought for refu-
gees and host communities outside Ukraine.

A recent wave of attacks “underscores the devastat-
ing civilian cost of the war” and a bitter winter is in-
creasing the need for humanitarian aid, the UN Office
for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs and the
UN refugee agency said in a statement from Geneva.

“In front-line towns and villages, people have ex-
hausted their meagre resources
and rely on aid to survive,” it
said.

Ukraine has been subjected
to massive Russian barrages
recently. More than 500 drones
and missiles were fired be-
tween Dec 29 and Jan 2, ac-
cording to officials in Kyiv.

Nearly two years after Rus-
\ sia launched its full-scale in-
. . vasion of Ukraine, the UN
Griffiths says 14.6 million people in

the country need humanitarian
help, while around 6.3 million have fled Ukraine and
remain refugees.

“Hundreds of thousands of children live in commu-
nities on the front lines of the war, terrified, trauma-
tized and deprived of their basic needs. That fact alone
should compel us to do everything we can to bring
more humanitarian assistance to Ukraine,” said Mar-
tin Griffiths, the UN’s humanitarian chief.

g O Q

Ex-Russian mayor cuts jail time: A disgraced
former Russian mayor convicted over bribery had his
prison sentence cut short after signing a contract to
fight with Russia’s military in Ukraine, local media
reported Sunday.

Oleg Gumenyuk, who served as mayor of the far
eastern city and cultural hub of Vladivostok between
2018 and 2021, was convicted last year of accepting
bribes worth 38 million roubles (about $432,000) and
sentenced to 12 years imprisonment.

However, he was released after agreeing to bear
arms and fight as part of his country’s military opera-
tion in Ukraine that started nearly two years ago, his
lawyer Andrei Kitaev told Russian news outlet Kom-
mersant.

He said that the politician’s whereabouts were un-
known, but that Gumenyuk was instructed to report to
his military unit on Dec 22.

g O Q

Quiet Dutch village holds clues: “Everyone is
welcome,” reads the sign at the church door in this
quiet Dutch village, where neighbors greet each other
from tidy porches overlooking manicured lawns.

But that declaration of tolerance seems oddly out
of place.

Triggered by economic and cultural anxieties that
have whipped up fears about immigrants, people here
and throughout the Netherlands have veered far to the
right politically. It’s an extreme example of a trend be-
ing felt across the continent that could tilt the outcome
of this year’s European Union parliamentary election.

In Sint Willebrord, which has few immigrants
among its 9,300 residents, almost three out of four
voters chose a virulently anti-migrant, anti-Muslim
party in an election last year that shattered the Nether-
lands’ image as a welcoming, moderate country.

g o Q

Pope hopes to keep promise to visit Argentina:
Pope Francis said Sunday that if he can, he’ll visit his
native Argentina in the latter part of 2024, a trip that
would see him there for the first time in his nearly
11-year-old papacy and while his fellow Argentines
are suffering economically.

Francis hasn’t been back to his homeland since he
was elected pope in 2013.

In an interview with the host of a talk show on a
private Italian TV channel, Francis said he is worrying
about Argentina’s people because “they are suffering
much,” an apparent reference to the ravaged economy
in that country.

From his residence at the Vatican, Francis, 87, told
the interviewer on the show “Che Tempo Che Fa” that
he plans to visit Polynesia in August and that an Ar-
gentine trip would come sometime after that this year.

g a Q

Reunion braces for storm: Authorities urged resi-
dents on the French Indian Ocean island of Reunion to
shelter indoors Sunday as a powerful storm bore down
packing hurricane-force winds.

Forecaster Meteo France issued a code red cyclone
alert for the storm, named Belal, and said it was ex-
pected to be “very dangerous.”

“Be careful, stay at home,” French President Em-
manuel Macron posted on social media.

Meteo France forecast “a strong probability” the
heart of the storm could pass directly over or close to
the island on Monday. It warned of winds that could
top 250 kph (155 mph).

 Q 4

Five migrants Killed: Five people were found dead
Sunday in another maritime drama involving migrants
trying to cross the dangerous English Channel from
northern France, authorities said.

The deaths and the rescue of dozens of other people
after a migrant boat ran into difficulties in the dark
and winter cold again highlighted the perils of migrant
crossings from France to Britain. Drownings, sinkings
and other sometimes deadly incidents, often aboard
crowded and flimsy boats, are frequent in the busy
sea lane. Winter air temperatures have dropped below
freezing and the sea is bitterly cold, too.

The boat carrying migrants was spotted early Sun-
day in difficulty off a beach in the French coastal vil-
lage of Wimereux, according to the French maritime
authorities for the English Channel and North Sea.

g Qa Q

Demos against far right held in Germany: Thou-
sands of people gathered in Germany on Sunday for
demonstrations against the far right, among them
Chancellor Olaf Scholz and his foreign minister, fol-
lowing a report that extremists recently met to discuss
the deportation of millions of immigrants, including
German citizens, if they took power.

There were protests in Potsdam, just outside Berlin,
and at the Brandenburg Gate in the German capital.
They followed a demonstration on Saturday in the
western city of Duisburg.
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Snow falls at the lowa State Capitol Building in Des Moines, lowa, Jan 9, as a winter snow storm hits the state. As frigid temperatures scour the Midwest on Jan 15,
marks the official start to the Republican presidential nominating contest with the lowa caucuses. (AP)

US Republican presidential candidate

former president Donald trump deliv-

ers pizzas to fire fighters at Waukee

Fire Department in Waukee, lowa on
Jan 14. (AP)
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Arctic blast sweeps across US: A
dangerous Arctic blast will continue sweep-
ing across the US on Monday and linger
through at least midweek, prolonging a bit-
ter cold that set record-low temperatures in
parts of the country and threatens to further
disrupt daily life, including an NFL playoff
game and the first-in-the-nation presidential
nominating contest in lowa.

The National Weather Service said wind
chills are expected to push temperatures
30 degrees below zero from the Northern
Rockies to northern Kansas and into Iowa,
testing the hardiness of caucusgoers willing
to brave the deep chill on Monday.

“You can’t sit home,” former president
Donald Trump told supporters Sunday.
“If you’re sick as a dog, you say, ‘Dar-
ling, I gotta make it.” Even if you vote and
then pass away, it’s worth it.”

Arctic storms left at least four dead and
knocked out electricity to tens of thou-
sands in the Northwest, brought snow
to the South and walloped the Northeast
with blizzard conditions forcing the post-
ponement of the Pittsburgh Steelers vs.
Buffalo Bills NFL playoff game hosted in
bone-chilling Buffalo, New York.

New York Gov Kathy Hochul, a Buf-
falo native, posted a video on X, formerly
known as Twitter, showing near-whiteout
conditions. (AP)
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Crews search for plane: An airplane
crashed into the Pacific Ocean near an air-
port south of San Francisco Sunday even-
ing, authorities said.

Sgt. Philip Hallworth of San Mateo
County Sheriff’s Office said crews were
searching for the plane that went down in
Half Moon Bay around 7:15 pm, KRON-
TV reported.

The crash occurred a few miles from
the Half Moon Bay Airport on the Cabril-
lo Highway, Hallworth said. The airport
is located in Moss Beach, about 22 miles
(35.4 kilometers) south of San Francisco.

The US Coast Guard, California High-
way Patrol and fire crews also responded
to the crash site, KRON reported.

There was no immediate information
about the number of people on board the
plane, possible survivors or the type of
aircraft involved in the crash. (AP)
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Politics

Trump says votes can help him punish enemies

Dems target GOP strongholds Texas, Florida

WASHINGTON, Jan 15, (AP): Demo-
crats hoping to hold their slim Senate
majority after November are look-
ing for upsets in two unlikely places,
Texas and Florida, to help neutralize
potential setbacks elsewhere.

But that means US President Joe
Biden’s party’s top opportunities to
play political offense in Senate races
are coming in America’s largest reli-
ably red state and a onetime quintes-
sential battleground that has moved
decidedly to the right in recent years.

Still, with West Virginia Demo-
cratic Sen. Joe Manchin not seeking
reelection, his seat is likely to flip Re-
publican. Retaining their 51-49 Senate
advantage likely means Democrats
must defend their other 22 seats on the
2024 ballot - including party incum-
bents and independents who caucus
with them - while also gaining seats,
and they say Texas and Florida are
their best shot.

Democrats nationwide have cham-
pioned abortion rights and are look-
ing to build on gains among suburban
women and other key swing voters
since the Supreme Court’s overturning
of the Roe v. Wade decision in 2022.
The party thinks many Texas and
Florida voters are with them in believ-
ing Republicans have gone too far in
restricting reproductive freedom.

Dallas mother Kate Cox made na-
tional headlines when she was recently
forced to leave Texas to terminate a
non-viable pregnancy after Republican
officials argued she didn’t qualify for an
exception to its near total abortion ban.

Access

In Florida, activists secured enough
signatures to put on November’s bal-
lot a referendum cementing access to
abortion in the state constitution - fol-
lowing statewide votes defending abor-
tion access in Republican-leaning Ohio
and even more solidly red Kansas and
Kentucky.

Democrats are also encouraged by
Texas Republican Sen. Ted Cruz eking
out reelection in 2018 by less than 3
percentage points over Democrat Beto
O’Rourke. In Florida, meanwhile, Re-
publican Sen. Rick Scott won his seat
that year by around 10,000 votes out of
8.1-plus million cast.

Migrant deaths intensify tensions:
After Texas fenced off a park along the
US-Mexico border and began turning
away Border Patrol agents, Republican
Gov Greg Abbott explained why at a

“I think they are winnable states
with the right Democratic candidate
and the right Republican candidate,”
said Michigan Sen. Gary Peters, chair
of the Democratic Senatorial Cam-
paign Committee. “And I think we’re
going to have both.”

Running for Senate in Florida is
Democratic former congresswoman
Debbie Mucarsel-Powell, who upset
two-term Republican Rep. Carlos Cur-
belo in 2018 but lost her seat represent-
ing part of Miami and the Florida keys
in 2020. In Texas, Democratic Rep.
Colin Allred of Dallas will have to
overcome primary challenger Roland
Gutierrez, a state senator from San An-
tonio, before he can take on Cruz.

Texas last voted Democratic for
president in 1976. The party hasn’t
won any of the 28 statewide offices
there for 30 years. O’Rourke, after
nearly toppling Cruz and unsuccess-
fully running for president in 2020,
lost the 2022 governor’s race.

Florida voted twice for Donald
Trump, and Republican Gov. Ron De-
Santis romped to reelection in 2022, as
did Republican Sen. Marco Rubio.

“Just ‘cause they’re the best options
they have doesn’t mean they’re win-
nable, doesn’t mean they’re competi-
tive,” said Texas Republican strategist
Matt Mackowiak.

Peters, though, points to the most
recent midterms, when Democrats de-
fied Biden’s low approval ratings and
historical precedent by gaining a Sen-
ate seat and only narrowly losing the
House majority.

“Having folks say, "Well, the deck
is stacked against you going into the
election,” it’s the exact same thing that
happened last cycle,” he said.

Republicans only have to defend 10
seats and are looking to flip as many
as eight held by Democrats, including
West Virginia.

Montana Sen. Steve Daines, chair
of the National Republican Senato-
rial Committee, the party’s campaign
arm, said “the Democrats, we know,
are going to dump millions of dollars
(in) out-of-state money to buy those
two seats” in Florida and Texas, but
he believes Scott and Cruz are strong

campaign stop near Houston.

“We are not allowing Border Patrol on
that property anymore,” Abbott said Fri-
day, drawing applause from supporters
while endorsing a state legislator running

Denmark’s King Frederik X (foreground left), Queen Mary (background left)

and Crown Prince Christian, arrive with Speaker of the Folketing Soeren Gade

(right), at the Folketingsalen at Christiansborg Palace in Copenhagen on Jan 15,
their first time visiting in their new official roles. (AP)

incumbents.

National Republicans are eying
Ohio, where Democratic Sen. Sherrod
Brown was first elected in 2006, and
Montana’s Jon Tester, also a three-
term Democratic incumbent. Both
states are expected to vote Republican
for president.

“This team is not over-confident,”
Daines said. “We know we also have
a great map, but you can’t fall in love
with the map.”

He said strong candidates and mes-
saging will make the difference, as
well as a renewed push to encourage
early voting and mail-balloting after
Trump discouraged them in 2020.

Biden’s approval ratings remain
soft, which could hurt Democrats in
Senate races, though Trump also ap-
pears to be his party’s likely presiden-
tial nominee and would bring his own
top-of-the-GOP-ticket negatives.

Only three of the six Senate candi-
dates Trump endorsed won in 2022.
Still, Daines said his party was “learn-
ing from ‘22,” and that he speaks with
Trump and his team “frequently” while
“working closely with the president to
make sure that we are gonna be behind
candidates that can win both the gen-
eral election as well as the primary.”

Also:

INDIANOLA, lowa: Donald Trump
implored his supporters Sunday to
brave frigid temperatures and deliver
him a decisive victory in Monday’s
Towa caucuses, saying their vote would
help bring to Washington the retribu-
tion he has repeatedly promised if he
returns to the White House.

The former president has set sky-high
expectations for his own performance
in the first contest of the race for the
Republican presidential nomination. He
spent the day before the caucuses trying
to ensure he meets them. His main GOP
rivals all spent Sunday in lowa as well,
making last-minute appeals to lowans
open to hearing them.

At a rally in Indianola, Trump said
his supporters could fight back against
his political enemies, claiming that the
four indictments he faces were driven
by politics and renewing his false
claims about the 2020 election he lost
to Democrat Joe Biden.

for reelection. He relayed frustration over
migrants illegally entering the US through
the border city of Eagle Pass and federal
agents loading them onto buses.

“We said, “We’ve had it. We’re not going
to let this happen anymore,”” Abbott said.

Later that night, the US Department of
Homeland Security said three migrants,
including two children, drowned near
the park after Texas officials “physically
barred” Border Patrol agents from enter-
ing. Mexican authorities pulled the bod-
ies, each of them wearing jackets, from
the water on the other side of the Rio
Grande. (AP)
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lowa principal dies: An Towa prin-
cipal who put himself in harm’s way to
protect students during a school shooting
earlier this month died Sunday, a funeral
home confirmed.

Caldwell Parrish Funeral Home & Cre-
matory confirmed the death of Perry High
School Principal Dan Marburger after the
family announced it on a GoFundMe page.

Marburger was critically injured dur-
ing the Jan. 4 attack, which began in
the school’s cafeteria as students were
gathering for breakfast before class. An
11-year-old middle school student was
killed in the shooting, and six other peo-
ple were injured. The 17-year-old student
who opened fire also died of an apparent
self-inflicted gunshot. (AP)
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Bishop, priests freed

Arévalo sworn in as
Guatemala’s leader

GUATEMALA CITY, Jan 15, (AP): Bernardo Aréva-
lo was sworn in as Guatemala’s president on Monday
minutes after midnight despite months of efforts to
derail his inauguration, including foot-dragging and
rising tensions right up until the transfer of power.

Arévalo arrives in the presidency after winning Au-
gust’s elections by a comfortable margin. But nothing
has been straightforward since, with Attorney Gen-
eral Consuelo Porras and the establishment forces
observers say she represents throwing one legal chal-
lenge after another at Arévalo and his party.

“It fills me with deep honor to assume this lofty
responsibility, showing that our democracy has the
necessary strength to resist and that through unity and
trust we can change the political panorama in Gua-
temala,” Arévalo said in his first
address as president.

Arévalo thanked Guatemala’s
youth for not losing hope and
the country’s Indigenous peoples
for their support, acknowledg-
ing “historic debts that we must
resolve.” He summarized his ad-
ministration’s guiding principle
as: “There cannot be democracy
without social justice and social
justice cannot prevail without de-
mocracy.”

Despite hundreds of Arévalo’s
supporters pressuring lawmakers to follow the con-
stitution, even clashing with riot police outside the
congress building Sunday, the inauguration process
dragged for hours before he took the oath of office just
past midnight.

Porras

Reforms

A progressive academic-turned-politician and son
of a Guatemalan president credited with implementing
key social reforms in the mid-20th century, Arévalo
takes office with expectations of confronting Guate-
mala’s entrenched corruption. But it will not be easy.

He has little support in congress and Porras’ term
as the top law enforcement official extends to 2026,
though Arévalo has said one of his first orders of busi-
ness will be to request her resignation.

Supporters had been waiting hours for a festive in-
auguration celebration in Guatemala City’s emblem-
atic Plaza de la Constitucion and were fed up with yet
another delay, sweeping police roughly out of their
way before gathering outside congress demanding
legislators stop delaying and name the delegation that
must attend the ceremony.

Congress, which was supposed to attend the inau-
guration as a special session of the legislature, en-
gaged in bitter infighting over who to recognize as part
of the congressional delegation, as members yelled at
each other.

The leadership commission tasked with doing that
was packed with old-guard opponents of Arévalo, and
the delay was seen as a tactic to draw out the inaugura-
tion and weaken Arévalo.

Arévalo wrote in his social media accounts that
“they are trying to damage democracy with illegali-
ties, inconsequential details and abuses of power.”

Representatives from the U.S. government and Or-
ganization of American States called on the congress
to respect Guatemala’s constitution.

Minutes before midnight, the special session of
congress was convened.

Porras had tried every legal trick in the book to put
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In this photo released by Brunei’s Information Department, Brunei’s Prince Abdul Mateen and bride Anisha Rosnah, in their car, attend the wedding procession in

Bandar Seri Begawan, Brunei on Jan 14. The royal couple were to be feted at a royal banquet Monday to mark the end of a lavish nuptial festival in the oil-rich sul-

tanate. During Sunday’s procession, the newlyweds stood at the back of an open-top Rolls-Royce as they waved to the crowds lining the streets to catch a glimpse
of the popular prince and his bride. The pomp and splendor of their wedding festival has brought much excitement to the tiny sultanate of 450,000 people. (AP)
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Incoming  Guatemalan President
Bernardo Arévalo acknowledges the
crowd after receiving the presidential
sash during his swearing-in ceremony
in Guatemala City, on Jan 15. (AP)

Asia

NKorean foreign minister visits Moscow for talks

North Korea says it tested solid-fuel missile

SEOUL, South Korea, Jan 15, (AP):
North Korea on Monday said it flight-
tested a new solid-fuel intermediate-
range missile tipped with a hypersonic
warhead as it pursues more powerful,
harder-to-detect weapons designed to
strike remote US targets in the region.

The report by North Korea’s state
media came a day after the South Kore-
an and Japanese militaries detected the
launch from a site near the North Ko-
rean capital of Pyongyang, in what was
the North’s first ballistic test of 2024.

The launch came two months after
North Korea said it successfully tested
engines for a new solid-fuel interme-
diate-range ballistic missile, which re-
flected a push to advance its lineup of
weapons targeting U.S. military bases
in Guam and Japan.

The North’s official Korean Central
News Agency said Sunday’s launch
was aimed at verifying the reliability of
the missile’s solid-fuel engines and the
maneuverable flight capabilities of the
hypersonic warhead, which the report
implied was an upgraded version of
previous vehicles designed to perform
intermediate-range strikes.

The report described the test as a suc-

Pacific Island nation of Nauru cuts
ties with Taiwan, switches to China

TAIPEI, Taiwan, Jan 15, (AP): The
Pacific Island nation of Nauru said
Monday that it is switching diplo-
matic recognition from Taiwan to
China, a move that reduces the
dwindling number of Taiwan’s
diplomatic allies to 12 around the
world.

A statement from the govern-
ment of Nauru said it was sever-
ing ties with Taiwan and seeking a
resumption of relations with China.

China claims self-governing Tai-
wan as its territory and has been
peeling off the island’s diplomatic
allies, often with promises of de-
velopment aid. It’s a long-running
competition between the two that
has swung in China’s favor in re-
cent years.

“This policy change is a signifi-
cant first step in moving forward
with Nauru’s development,” the
statement said.

China said it welcomes Nauru’s

the weekend in defiance of China’s
claim of sovereignty over Taiwan
and threat to annex it by military
force.

“Taiwan’s democracy has set a
shining example for the world, a
democratic success story based
on transparency, the rule of law
and respect for human rights and
freedoms,” former national security
adviser Stephen Hadley said.

America’s commitment to Tai-
wan is “rock solid,” he said.

The visit came as the Pacific Is-
land nation of Nauru announced it
was switching diplomatic recogni-
tion from Taiwan to China, reduc-
ing Taiwan’s number of diplomatic
allies to just 12.

Taiwan’s Foreign Ministry said it
was withdrawing its diplomats from
the tiny nation “in the name of na-
tional dignity.”
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Arévalo on trial or in jail before he could take office. Assoumani Lutundula cess but didn’t provide details. It didn’t  move to break its “so-called diplo-  SYDNEY: A day after an Australian
And Arévalo’s party won’t have a majority in Con- mention whether North Korean leader  matic ties” with Taiwan. became queen of Denmark. her
gress and may not even have formal recognition there. . Kim Jong Un attended the test, which The decision to re-establish ties  native land on Monday celebrated

Arévalo is an academic, diplomat and the son of a Africa it said was part of the country’s regu-  with China “once again shows that ~ the unlikely fairy tale with picnics
progressive president from the middle of the 20th cen- lar weapons development activities and ~ the one-China principle is where and a “Danish Fiesta.

tury, and his election marked a political awakening in
a population weary of corruption and impunity.

Process

“I feel enthusiastic, because we are finally reaching
the end of this long and torturous process,” Arévalo
said before his inauguration. “Guatemalan society
has developed the determination to say ‘no’ to these
political-criminal elites.”

In his address immediately after his swearing-in,
Arévalo said “we will not allow our institutions to
submit again to corruption and impunity.” Outgoing
President Alejandro Giammattei, widely criticized for
eroding the country’s democratic institutions, did not
attend the inauguration.

But as much as Arévalo wants to change things, he
faces enormous obstacles. His anti-corruption stance
and outsider status are threats to deep-rooted interests
in the Central American country, observers say.

Still, the fact he got this far is a testament to in-
ternational support and condemnation of the myriad
attempts to disqualify him.

For many Guatemalans, the inauguration represent-
ed not only the culmination of Arévalo’s victory at the
polls, but also their successful defense of the country’s
democracy.

In his first act as president, Arévalo visited the site
outside the Attorney General’s Office where Indig-
enous protesters have kept vigil for more than three
months, demanding authorities respect the vote and
that Porras step down. He applauded them for defend-
ing the country’s democracy.

It was an important gesture by Arévalo, who was
criticized last week for including only one Indig-

Comoros votes for president: The In-
dian Ocean island nation of Comoros voted
Sunday for president in Africa’s first na-
tional election of 2024. Incumbent President
Azali Assoumani, a former military officer,
is expected to win a fourth term despite crit-
icism he has become increasingly authori-
tarian and cracked down on his opponents.

Five opposition candidates stood against
Assoumani while other opposition parties
have called for a boycott, accusing the na-
tional electoral commission of bias. The
commission denied the accusations. Provi-
sional results are expected on Friday.

The country of around 800,000 people
off East Africa has experienced a series of
coups since it gained independence from
France in 1975. The first coup came just a
month after independence.

Assoumani, 65, took charge himself in a
coup in 1999, and was first elected president
in 2002. He stepped down after one term
but returned to reclaim the presidency in an
election in 2016, and was reelected in 2019.
Presidential terms are for five years.

Assoumani succeeded in side-stepping
term limits by changing the constitution in
2018. Previously, the presidency was ro-
tated after a single term between Comoros’
three main islands of Grand Comore, Anj-
ouan, and Moheli. (AP)
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UN sets Dec deadline: The UN peacekeep-
ing mission in Congo, which helped in the fight

did not affect the security of neighbors.

South Korea’s Joint Chiefs of Staff said
the missile flew about 1,000 kilometers
(620 miles) before landing in the waters
between the Korean Peninsula and Japan.
The North’s existing intermediate-range
ballistic missiles or IRBMs, including the
Hwasong-12 that may be able to reach the
US military hub of Guam in the Pacific,
are powered by liquid-fuel engines, which
are fueled up before launch and cannot
stay fueled for long.

Missiles with built-in solid propel-
lants can be made ready to launch faster
and are easier to move and conceal, the-
oretically making it harder for adver-
saries to detect and preempt the launch.

Meanwhile, top nuclear envoys from
Japan, the US and South Korea strongly
condemned Sunday’s ballistic missile
launch by North Korea, the Japanese
Foreign Ministry said Monday.

Director General of the Japanese
Foreign Ministry’s Asian and Ocea-
nian Affairs Bureau Hiroyuki Namazu,
US Deputy Special Representative for
North Korea Jun Park, and South Ko-
rean Foreign Ministry’s Special Rep-
resentative for Korean Peninsula peace
and Security Affairs Kim Gunn, spoke
over the phone as per the Ministry’s
press release.

global opinion trends and where
the arc of history bends,” a Foreign
Ministry statement said.

Nauru said in its statement that it
would move to the one-China prin-
ciple, which holds that Taiwan is
part of China and recognizes Bei-
Jing as the government of China. It
differs from America’s one-China
policy, which recognizes Beijing
as China’s government but doesn't
take a position on who rules Tai-
wan.

Also:

TAIPEI, Taiwan: Retired US of-
ficials met with Taiwanese Presi-
dent Tsai Ing-wen on Monday and
praised the island’s democratic
processes under which it elected a
new president and legislature over

Mary Donaldson'’s journey from
Tasmania to the world’s first Aus-
tralian-born queen has captivated
both Danes and Australians. Peo-
ple gathered to mark the occasion
across Australia, including Queen
Mary’s hometown of Hobart, the
capital of the southern island state
of Tasmania.

In Melbourne, scores gath-
ered at Denmark House, one of
Melbourne’s oldest social clubs,
to celebrate the coronation with a
special cultural event.

“It’s not something that happens
every day that you have an Austral-
ian becoming queen. | don’t know
if it will ever happen again,” Danish
Club Vice President Lykka Borup
told the Australian Broadcasting
Corporation.

Also:

MOSCOW: North Korea’s foreign min-
ister is visiting Russia on Monday for
three days of talks, as international con-
cern grows over an alleged arms coop-
eration deal between the two countries.
A delegation led by Foreign Min-
ister Choe Son Hui arrived in Mos-
cow on Sunday, according to North
Korea’s official Korean Central News

Agency. She is to meet her Russian
counterpart, Sergey Lavrov, on Tues-
day, Russian Foreign Ministry spokes-
person Maria Zakharova said.

Choe is visiting at Lavrov’s invita-
tion, the ministry said.

The United States and South Korea
say North Korea has provided Russia
with arms, including artillery and mis-
siles, to help its fight in Ukraine.
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against rebels for more than two decades be-
fore being asked by the Congolese government
to leave, will complete its withdrawal from the

their helicopter that was contracted by the
United Nations made an emergency landing
in territory controlled by the militants ear-
lier this week.

Officials say the helicopter went down on
Wednesday because of engine failure and
was then attacked by al-Shabab militants
who killed one person and abducted the

other passengers.

“Our citizens were members of the heli-
copter crew of the United Nations Mission in
Somalia that crashed,” said Oleh Nikolenko,
spokesman for the Ukrainian foreign affairs
ministry said Friday in a Facebook post. The
helicopter belongs to a Ukrainian private com-
pany, which executed a contract for transport
on the order of the United Nations, he said.

Along with the Ukrainians, there were
also five foreigners on board, Nikolenko
said, without giving their nationalities.

An aviation official said earlier this week
that medical professionals and soldiers were
on board the helicopter that had been head-
ed to Wisil town for a medical evacuation
when it was forced to land in a village in
Galmadug on Wednesday.

The minister of internal security of Gal-
mudug state in central Somalia, Mohamed
Abdi Aden Gaboobe, told The Associated
Press by phone on Thursday that the heli-
copter made the landing because of engine
failure in Xindheere village.

He said that six foreigners and one Somali
national were on board and one was shot dead
while trying to escape. One was missing. Dif-
ferent sources give varying figures for the
number of occupants in the helicopter, ranging
between seven and nine. The AP hasn’t been
able to verify the exact number of people on
board the helicopter. (AP)

enous person in his Cabinet. In October, hundreds had
blocked highways across the country for three weeks

to pressure authorities. : )
Central African nation by the end of 2024, the
Also: mission said Saturday.
MEXICO CITY: Nicaragua’s government released a A three-phased  withdrawal = of the
prominent Catholic bishop and 18 other clergy mem- 15,000-force will begin in the South Kivu
bers imprisoned in a crackdown by President Daniel province where at least 2,000 security per-
Ortega and handed them over to Vatican authorities sonnel will leave by the end of April in the
who welcomed them in Rome. first phase, according to Bintou Keita, head
Bishop Rolando Alvarez and the other clergy were of the mission known as MONUSCO, after
.. . which forces in the North Kivu and Ituri
jailed more than a year ago, in most cases, as part of ovinces will also leave
a crackdown on the opposition and Catholic church pro; After 25 years of présence MONUSCO
by Ortega. He had accused them pf Supporting mas- will definitively leave the DRé no later than
sive 2018 civic protests that he claimed were a plot to the end of 2024,” Keita said at a media brief-
overthrow him. o ing in the Congolese capital of Kinshasa. The
The government said in a press statement the re- end of the mission will not be “the end of the
leases on Sunday were part of negotiations with the United Nations” in the country, she added.
Vatican aimed at “making possible their trip to the The UN and Congolese officials worked to-
Vatican.” In the past, imprisoned priests have been gether to produce a disengagement plan for “a
quickly flown to Rome. progressive, responsible, honorable and exem-
Vatican News, the Vatican’s in-house media opera- plary withdrawal of MONUSCO,” Congolese
tion, said the group arrived in Rome on Sunday after- Foreign Minister Christophe Lutundula said.
noon and were welcomed as “guests of the Holy See.” Modalities have also been set for “the gradual
Ortega’s government said those released also in- E;nggr g;ﬁiﬁf{imthggﬁgiggi t?ACI?)(;ngO—
cluded Bishop Isidoro Mora. v » Lutundu g
Ortega sent 222 prisoners to the United States in a Q Q
February in a deal brokered by the US government

é . vernt ‘4 Ukrainians on copter’: Ukraine’s
and later stripped those prisoners of their citizen- foreign affairs ministry says that four of

ship. its citizens were among those captured by
al-Qaida-linked extremists in Somalia after

Firefighters wearing protection gears take part in a civil protection exercise in
Tokyo on Jan 15. The exercise was held on the assumption that a ballistic mis-
sile was launched. (AP)




Market Movements 15-01-2024
Change Closing pts Change Closing pts
JAPAN Nikkei +0.91 35,901.79 UAE - DFM -0.07 4,101.29
PHILIPPINES - PSEi +0.56 6,680.45 PAKISTAN - KSE 100 -0.74 64,160.63
SAUDI - Tadawul +0.51 12,122.11 *
EGYPT - EGX30 +1.06  25,250.73

UK GDP rose 0.3% in November

Mixed global inflation data as US labor mkt remains resilient

By National Bank of Kuwait

United States

Unemployment Claims Data Shows Robust Labor

Market
S jobless claims fell to the lowest level since Oc-
tober, coming in at 202,000 claims versus the prior

reading of 203,000 claims. Expectations were for the
print come around 210,000 claims. Moreover, continuous
claims also fell to the lowest level since October, com-
ing in at 1.83 million claims. Consumer spending remains
the backbone of the US economy, accounting for roughly
70% of the GDP. A healthy labor market supports con-
sumer spending and supports growth, even though fore-
casts call for a slower pace of growth compared to last
year.

CPI Comes In Higher Than Anticipated

In the latest December US consumer price index re-
port, monthly CPI increased by 0.3%. The higher than
expected figure marked a notable shift from last years
figure, as well as Novembers 0.2% increase. The year-
over-year print showed a 3.4% increase, higher than the
anticipated 3.2% figure. Core CPI, which excludes food
and energy prices, also rose 0.3% on the month and
marked a 3.9% annual increase, with most of the gains
coming from a 6.2% rise in shelter costs. Wages on the
other hand increased 0.2% on the month, ending the year
with a light 0.8% annual increase. The news release was
followed by a mixed reaction in the stock market, while
treasury yields ticked higher as the 10-year note reached
around 4% at one point. Meanwhile, traders remain an-
ticipated that rates cuts will begin early this year, with
markets expecting a 69% probability of rate reductions
to start in March.

PPI Sends Mixed Signals

US producer prices fell in December for the third
consecutive month, falling 0.1% monthly as opposed to
a 0.1% expected increase. The figure shows PPI rising
1% in the annual figure, slightly higher than November’s
0.8% reading but below expectations of 1.3%. Core PPI,
which strips out food and energy prices was flat for the

B US CPI came in at 3.4% versus expectations
3.2%.

B US PPI Rises 1% versus 0.8% previously,
below expectations of 1.3%.

B Unemployment claims in the US at 202,000
versus forecasts of 210,000.

B UK GDP rose 0.3% in November versus
0.3% decline previously.

B Tokyo CPI falls to 2.1% in December from
2.3% in November.

H China CPI and PPI remain in contraction ter-
ritory at -0.3% and -2.7% respectively.

B Australia CPI falls to 4.3% from 4.9% previ-
ously.

month compared to the 0.2% expected figure. The news
sent mixed signals to markets as the drop in PPI came
following an uptick in the consumer price index released
the day before.

The greenback slightly decreased on the week, closing
at 102.439.

United Kingdom

UK GDP Increases in November

The latest news release from the UK office for national
statistics presents a mixed picture. Over the three months
leading to November 2023, the GDP saw a marginal
decline of 0.2%, indicating a slight contraction in the
economy. However, November 2023 brought a positive
turn with a 0.3% growth in GDP, recovering from a 0.3%
decrease in October.

This growth was primarily driven by the services
sector, including retail and professional services,
which expanded by 0.4%. The construction sector, on
the other hand, continued to face challenges, with a
0.2% decline in November. These figures from the lat-
est release reflect the UK’s ongoing journey towards
economic stabilization and growth amidst global eco-
nomic challenges.

The Sterling is up over the past week, last seen at
1.2751.

Rates - January 14", 2024
Previous Week Levels iz Wes o Bxb ched 3-Month
Range

Currencies Open Low High Close Minimum Maximum Forward
EUR 1.0972 1.0962 1.0985 1.0965 1.0890 1.1000 1.0991

GBP 1.2756 1.2752 12784 1.2755 1.2610 1.3050 1.2759

JPY 14528 14485 14585 14515 143.60 145.85 142.87

CHF 0.8518 0.8510 0.8535 0.8529 0.8460 0.8640 0.8442

Asia-Pacific

Tokyo Inflation Slows

CPI data out of Japan’s capital Tokyo shows core infla-
tion slowing to 2.1% y/y in December, the lowest read-
ing since June 2022, and lower than the 2.3% rise in No-
vember. Additionally, the Bank of Japan indicated that it
would reduce its monthly buying of 10-25-year govern-
ment bonds. Pressures to pivot from the ultra-loose mon-
etary policy eased for the BoJ as global debt yields face a
downward pressure, and inflation rates in Japan are more
in line with the BoJ’s target.

The Yen traded sideways on the week, closing at
144.90.

China’s Inflation Data Raises Worries

Amid weak consumer demand, the latest data com-
ing out China adds to fears about growing deflationary
pressures. Annual CPI came in at -0.3%, while monthly
CPI rose to 0.1% versus market expectations of a 0.2%
increase. PPI also declined 2.7% annually, missing mar-
ket expectations of a 2.6% fall. The latest release serves
as a stark reminder to policymakers that the country’s
economic woes and weak demand remain an issue. The
Chinese economy is still facing problems in its prop-
erty sector, while the central bank and the government
introduced a series of easing measures hoping to boost

the economy and consumer demand. While the results of
easing measures remain mixed, policymakers vowed to
step up supportive measures to help drive up demand and
achieve a rebound in prices, including adjusting policy
rates, issuing sovereign bonds, and introducing other
measures to improve fiscal spending.

The USD/CNY currency pair is up on the week, last
trading at 7.1665.

Australia Inflation Declines

Consumer price inflation in Australia is down sharply,
coming in better than expected at 4.3% annually versus
the previous print of 4.9%. The reading marks a near
two-year low, reinforcing market expectations that the
Reserve Bank of Australia will not need to raise inter-
est rates. Furthermore, core inflation, the trimmed mean,
came in at 4.6% down from the previous print of 5.3%.
It’s a welcomed reading for policy makers amid signs
that 425 basis points worth of tightening is on track to
bring inflation down to their 2-3% target range.

The AUD/USD pair traded sideways, finishing the
week at 0.6685.

Kuwait

Kuwaiti Dinar
USD/KWD closed last week at 0.30715.

Formation of closed joint stock cos up 80%

Minister’s initiative yields dividends

Bridging the Mediterranean and Arabian Seas

/0l and Telecom Egypt forge new digital corridor

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 15: Telecom
Egypt, Egypt’s first integrated tel-
ecom operator and one of the larg-
est subsea cable operators in the
region, and Zain Omantel Interna-
tional (ZOI), the Middle East’s pre-
mier international wholesale power-
house with access to more than 20
international subsea cables in the
region, are joining forces to estab-
lish a unique digital corridor. This
corridor will seamlessly connect the
Mediterranean Sea to the Arabian
Sea and Arabian Gulf, creating an
unprecedented Eurasian data high-
way.

The innovative infrastructure will
extend from Oman’s Arabian Sea
and Gulf shores to Egypt’s Medi-
terranean coastline, employing a
high fiber count, cutting-edge blend
of terrestrial and subsea segments.
The terrestrial segments, spanning
Oman, Saudi Arabia and Egypt,
promise unparalleled reliability
and protection. On the other hand,
the subsea section, directly linking
Saudi Arabia and Egypt through the
Red Sea, will feature a high-capaci-
ty, repeaterless cable system.

This route design will provide
Telecom Egypt and ZOI’s partners
and customers with the best resil-
iency and reliability for their end-
to-end solution. Furthermore, the
infrastructure will be extended to
Kuwait, Bahrain, Iraq and Jordan
through ZOI’s network and collabo-
ration with the licensed cable land-
ing parties in each country.

This collaboration also offers a
revolutionary opportunity for subsea
cable owners. By connecting to this
open access system, they can signifi-
cantly reduce their construction costs
and greatly enhance latency, resil-
ience, and market response times.
Telecom Egypt will develop new
infrastructure across Egypt from the
Red Sea to the Mediterranean and
onwards to Europe, complemented
by ZOIs robust infrastructure across
the Middle East. This new network
route will have the shortest, en-
hanced latency profile, giving hy-
perscalers, subsea cable providers,
carriers and telecom operators im-
proved connectivity options from the
Indian Ocean to Europe.

Mohamed Nasr, Managing Di-
rector and CEO at Telecom Egypt,
commented: “We are excited to col-
laborate with ZOI on this strategic
project; it’s a game-changer in the
Eurasia route connectivity land-
scape. As we look for innovative
ways to better serve our customers,
we will consistently strive to pro-
vide a seamless international con-
nectivity network and increase our
diversity layers, without compro-
mising quality, cost or speed. We
will do this by leveraging on both
Telecom Egypt’s established histo-
ry in the subsea cables arena and its
experienced and competent team.”

Sohail Qadir, CEO at ZOI, com-
mented: “We are delighted to part-
ner with Telecom Egypt on such a
groundbreaking project. ZOI was

GE Vernova completes modernization
of 4 gas turbines at Sahiya power plant

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 15: In a signifi-
cant milestone for Kuwait’s power
generation sector, the Ministry of Elec-
tricity, Water and Renewable Energy
have announced the successful com-
pletion of the upgrades of four 9F.03
class gas turbines at the 2 gigawatts
(GW) Sabiya Combined Cycle Power
Plant in Kuwait.

The new upgrades are part of a broad-
er effort by the Ministry to modernize
the power generation infrastructure in
Kuwait. This project is expected to in-
crease the power plant’s block output
by up to 6.3% and reduce heat rate by
as much as 1.8%, leading to a combined
increase in power production of up to 70
megawatts (MW). This increase in effi-
ciency and output will allow more power
to be produced without increasing fuel
consumption and the resulting carbon di-
oxide emissions, which would amount to
the equivalent of approximately another
16,000 cars being put on Kuwait’s roads.

The upgrades were completed as
part of a multiyear service agreement
between Alghanim International (the
leading engineering, procurement,
construction contracting company in
Kuwait) and GE Vernova (NYSE:
GE) which followed the signing of an
Operations & Maintenance (O&M)
agreement between Alghanim and
the Ministry of Electricity, Water and
Renewable Energy for all three com-
bined-cycle power blocks at Sabiya.
The goal was to boost power produc-
tion, increase the duration between
planned maintenance cycles, drive fuel
efficacy, and reduce costs as well as
carbon dioxide emissions per mega-
watt of power generated.

Under this service agreement with
Alghanim International, GE Vernova
provided Advanced Gas Path (AGP)
upgrades for the four 9F.03 turbines
in Blocks 2 and 3 at the Sabiya plant,
along with the supply and maintenance

services of the units for 7 years. The
AGP upgrade will help deliver more
fuel efficient and reliable power out-
put to Kuwait’s power grid to meet the
increase in electricity demand, espe-
cially during peak seasons.

Jihad Saade of Alghanim Interna-
tional, said: “In line with our commit-
ment to supporting the country’s efforts
to boost power generation capacity, Al-
ghanim International continues to reach
out to the latest innovative technologies
in cooperation with original equipment
manufacturers (OEMs). GE Vernova
helped us ensure that the Ministry of
Electricity & Water & Renewable En-
ergy power plants are performing at
their best. The successful implementa-
tion of these upgrades demonstrates the
commitment of Alghanim International
towards Kuwait’s energy sector and our
aim to support the Ministry in its efforts
of maintaining Kuwait leadership posi-
tion in the region.”

created to revolutionize the whole-
sale telecom scene and this is an ex-
ample of what the future holds. We
are facilitating the landing of subsea
connections through our sharehold-
ers such as Omantel and Zain KSA
being the licensees in those juris-
dictions. This one-of-a-kind infra-
structure will be expanded to most
of ZOI’s network footprint to maxi-
mize the benefit to our group opera-
tions across the region. The value
that this digital corridor will create
is enormous and it will be widely
realized in the region and beyond
not only from a connectivity point
of view, but also on technological,
commercial and social levels.”

ZOIl-Telecom Egypt route map.

By Ahmad Fathi
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 15:
The Ministry of Trade
and Industry’s initiative to
streamline procedures for
joint-stock company trans-
actions has yielded signifi-
cant results, particularly in
the establishment of closed
joint stock companies. The
first ten months of 2023
saw an impressive 80%
increase, with 27 closed
joint stock companies es-
tablished compared to 15
in the same period in 2022.
Notably, no public joint
stock companies were es-
tablished during this time-
frame.

In May, the Ministry approved
a series of developmental meas-
ures aimed at enhancing the ef-
ficiency of transaction clearance
cycles for joint-stock companies.
This breakthrough, designed to
foster growth and competitive-
ness in the local business envi-
ronment, included a streamlined
17-step  establishment cycle.
Previously taking 60 days to
complete, now, four steps can be
processed within 24 hours using
the Ministry’s automated system,
eliminating the need for physical
visits.

The year 2023 witnessed con-
sistent growth in closed company
establishments, with 27 compa-
nies formed in various months.
Other joint stock company man-
agement transactions also experi-
enced substantial growth, encom-
passing main license issuances,
license renewals, branch license
issuances, renewals, and cancel-
lations, as well as replacements
for lost or damaged licenses.

The new incorporation model,
approved in May, focused on re-
ducing the procedural and time
requirements  for joint-stock
companies. Noteworthy enhance-
ments include the immediate ap-
proval of founders’ criminal sta-
tus upon application submission
through direct integration with
the Ministry of Interior’s crimi-
nal database. Regulatory approv-
al processes were also expedited,
allowing for direct printing of the
supervisory authority’s activity
book from the system without the
need for paper documents, along
with simplified amendments and
a streamlined approval recording
process.

Additionally, the Ministry in-
troduced electronic copies of
draft articles of association for
closed companies and is in the
process of linking with the Min-
istry of Justice for the electronic
authentication of contracts, fur-
ther advancing the efficiency of
joint-stock company procedures.

KSE completes review of listed cos

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 15: The
Kuwait Stock Exchange has com-
pleted its annual review of listed
companies for the year 2024 in ac-
cordance with the stock exchange’s
rules, reports Al-Seyassah daily.

As a result of this review, deci-
sions were made to transfer certain
companies from the main mar-
ket to the Premier market or vice
versa.

Companies moving from the
main market to the premier mar-
ket include Al Ahli Bank of Ku-
wait, Salhia Real Estate Company,
and Kuwait Telecommunications
Company. This transfer is based on
the application of premier market
standards to these entities.

Conversely, Shamal Al-Zour Al-
Oula Power and Water Company
is set to move from the permier
market to the main market due to
its failure to meet the conditions
and standards required for the first
market.

Additionally, companies that
have violated ongoing obligations
in the first market, such as Kuwait
Investment Company, Al-Imtiaz
Investment Group, and Alafco
Company for financing the pur-
chase and leasing of aircraft, have
been granted a one-year period
to rectify their situations, during

which they will remain in the first
market.

The Kuwait Stock Exchange
specified that the practical results
of the review will be implemented
starting Sunday, February 11.

The Stock Exchange also re-
vealed the names of companies to
be added to the “Main 50" market
index due to the application of
index criteria. These are Iktitab
Holding, Sokouk Holding, Gulf
Insurance Group, Warba Insurance
and Reinsurance, Sanam Real Es-
tate, Munsha’at Real Estate Pro-
jects, Kuwaiti Al-Sakab Company,
Warba Capital Holding Company,
and the first local fuel marketing
company, among others.

On the other hand, companies
not included in the main market
index 50 comprise Al Ahli Bank of
Kuwait, Kuwait Insurance Com-
pany, Salhia Real Estate Company,
Al Enmaa Real Estate Company,
Real Estate Trade and Investment
Company, Mena Real Estate Com-
pany, ACICO Industries Compa-
ny, Sultan Center Foodstuff Com-
pany, Gulf Petroleum Investment
Company, Mubarrad Holding
Company, Kuwait Parks Compa-
ny, Inovest Company, and Kuwait
Telecommunications Company.
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German GDP shrinks by 0.3%

Germany’s gross domestic product fell by 0.3 per-
cent in 2023, compared to 2022, according to data
released by the Federal Statistical Office on Monday.

In the annual report, the office stated that despite
recent price declines, the rates remained high at all
stages in the economic process and put a damper on
economic growth, adding that there were unfavorable
financing conditions due to rising interest rates and
lower demand from home and abroad.

According to the report, the inflation rate last
year reached 5.9 percent, unprecedented since
three decades ago, which was the main reason of
the economy decline. (KUNA)

Romanian truckers, farmers protest

Romanian truck drivers and farm-
ers protested across the country
again on Monday as negotiations
with the coalition government over
lower taxes, higher subsidies and
other demands failed to reach any
agreements. Long convoys of
trucks and tractors disrupted traffic
on the outskirts of Bucharest and
other cities throughout the Euro-
pean Union nation. It was the sixth
straight day of demonstrations.
Farmers are demanding faster

subsidy payments, compensation
for losses caused by imports from
neighboring Ukraine, and more
state aid for fuel costs. Truck
drivers are calling for lower tax
and insurance rates and have
complained about lengthy waiting
times at the borders.

Meetings between the pro-
testers and the agriculture and
transport ministries were held
over the weekend but no agree-
ments were reached. (AP)

London Stock Exchange on high alert

British police said Sunday that six
people were arrested on suspicion
of a plot to disrupt the London Stock
Exchange.

British Met Police said information
suggested activists from the Palestine
Action group were intending to target
the exchange on Monday.

Police added it was believed those
involved were planning to cause dam-
age and “lock on” in an effort to stop
the building opening for trading.

Arrests were made in London, Liv-

Plant expected to meet 100% at full production capacity

erpool and Brighton on Sunday.

All six people are currently in cus-
tody.

Met said it was “mindful of the sug-
gestion that this was one part of a
planned week of action”.

The British police said it was in con-
tact with other forces, including City of
London Police, to ensure any further
disruption could be dealt with.

The Met said the arrests were
prompted by information shared by
the Daily Express. (KUNA)

Africa’s biggest oll retinery begins production in Nigeria

A view of oil installations at the Dangote refinery during the opening cer-

emony in Lagos, Nigeria, Monday, May 22, 2023. Nigeria’s Dangote Pe-

troleum Refinery, which is Africa’s biggest, says it has begun production,

starting with diesel and aviation fuel. This brings to an end a yearslong wait

for a plant that analysts said Monday, Jan. 15, 2024 could boost local and

regional refining capacity in a region heavily reliant on imported refined
products. (AP)

Suspicion of corruption

HONG KONG, Jan 15, (AP): The
former chairman of state-owned
Chinese bank China Everbright
Group has been arrested on suspi-
cion of embezzlement and bribery,
prosecutors said in a statement
Monday, amid an intensified cam-
paign against corruption.

The investigation into Tang Sh-
uangning, the former party secretary
and chairman of China Everbright
Group has ended and the case would
be “transferred to the procuratorate
for review and prosecution,” China’s
Supreme People’s Procuratorate said
in a statement.

Tang, 69, was expelled from the
Chinese Communist Party earlier
this month over violations of disci-
plines and laws, amid a crackdown
on corruption in China’s financial
sector. He retired in 2017.

Other allegations against him

Ex-chairman of state-owned bank
China Everbright Group arrested

include weakening the party’s
leadership over the bank, failing
to prevent and defuse financial
risks, “privately reading publica-
tions with serious political prob-
lems and resisting organizational
scrutiny,” the party-run newspaper
Global Times cited the Central
Commission for Discipline In-
spection (CCDI) and the National
Supervisory Commission as say-
ing.

Another alleged transgression:
promoting his calligraphy. Tang
has published several volumes of
calligraphy and poems.

Chinese president Xi Jinping
earlier this month pledged to in-
tensify a crackdown on graft in the
finance, energy and infrastructure
sectors, part of a longstanding
campaign against corruption since
he came to power since 2012.

Tang Shuangning, then chairman of China Everbright Group and
Everbright Securities Co., talks to the press after the IPO for Ever-
bright Securities at Shanghai Stock Exchange in Shanghai, China
on Aug. 18, 2009. The former chairman of state-owned Chinese
bank China Everbright Group has been arrested on suspicion of
embezzlement and bribery, prosecutors said in a statement Mon-
day, Jan. 15, 2024, amid an intensified campaign against corrup-
tion. (AP)

Advocates brace for impact

Firms adopt diversity and inclusion
programs amidst ‘legal challenges’

NEW YORK, Jan 15, (AP): Advo-
cates of diversity efforts are steeling
themselves for a fight this year as a
growing number of lawsuits take aim
at programs intended to advance racial
equity in the corporate world.

Lawsuits making their way through
the courts have targeted prominent
companies and a wide array of di-
versity initiatives, including fellow-
ships, hiring goals, anti-bias training
and contract programs for minority or
women-owned businesses. Most have
been filed by conservative activists
who have been encouraged by the Su-
preme Court’s June ruling ending af-
firmative action in college admissions
and are seeking to set a similar prec-
edent in the workplace.

The battle has been a roller coaster
of setbacks and victories for both
sides, but some companies are already
retooling their diversity programs in
the face of legal challenges, and the
expectation that the conservative-dom-
inated Supreme Court will eventually
take up the issue.

“There’s a dragnet that I think we
should all be concerned about,” said
Alphonso David, President & CEO of
the Global Black Economic Forum and
a legal counsel for the Fearless Fund,
an Atlanta-based non-profit that is fac-
ing a lawsuit over a grant program for
businesses owned by Black women.

“It’s all coordinated to reverse exist-
ing law and advance a chilling effect
throughout many industries,” David
said.

One conservative activist, Chris-
topher Rufo, claimed a victory this
month with the resignation of Har-
vard’s first Black woman president,
Claudine Gay, after allegations of pla-

giarism and a furor over her congres-
sional testimony about antisemitism.

Rufo, who has cast Gay’s appoint-
ment to the job as the culmination of
misguided diversity and inclusion ef-
forts, vowed on the social media plat-
form X, formerly known as Twitter,
not to “stop until we have abolished
DEI ideology from every institution in
America.”

Civil Rights advocates are fighting
back. On Monday, the National Action
Network, led by the Rev. Al Sharpton,
plans to announce a national drive to
defend diversity programs at an annual
Martin Luther King Jr. Day breakfast
in Washington.

Sharpton and other prominent civil
rights activist have rallied around the
Fearless Fund as it fights a lawsuit
brought by the American Alliance
for Equal Rights, a group founded by
anti-affirmative action activist Edward
Blum, the man behind the college
admissions cases the Supreme Court
ruled on in June. The lawsuit alleges
that one of the Fearless Fund’s grant
contests discriminates against non-
Black women and asks the courts to
imagine a similar program designed
only for white applicants.

In late September, a federal judge
in Atlanta refused to block the con-
test, saying the grants are donations
protected by the First Amendment and
the lawsuit was likely to fail. But days
later, a three-judge federal appeals
panel suspended the contest, calling it
“racially exclusionary” and saying the
suit was likely to succeed.

Oral arguments in the case are
scheduled for Jan. 31. The outcome of
the case could be a bellwether for simi-
lar diversity programs.

ABUJA, Nigeria, Jan 15, (AP):
Africa’s biggest oil refinery has
begun production in Nigeria,
the company has said, ending a
yearslong wait for a plant that
analysts said Monday could boost
refining capacity in a region heav-
ily reliant on imported petroleum
products.

The $19 billion facility, which
has a capacity to produce 650,000
barrels per day, has started to pro-
duce diesel and aviation fuel, the
Dangote Petroleum Refinery com-
pany reported Saturday.

As Nigeria’s first privately
owned oil refinery, the project “is
a game-changer for our country,”
it added.

Nigeria is one of Africa’s top oil

producers but imports refined pe-
troleum products for its own use.
The nation’s oil and natural
gas sector has struggled for many
years, and most of its state-run re-
fineries operate far below capacity
because of the poor maintenance.

Policy

The Dangote refinery is “not a
silver bullet” for Nigeria’s energy
crisis, according to Olufola Wusu,
an oil and gas expert who was part
of a team that helped review Nige-
ria’s national gas policy.

“But it is a great way to revive
the sector ... and will help move
Nigeria from being a major im-
porter of refined petroleum prod-
ucts to being self-reliant in domes-

tic refining capacity.”

Described by the company as the
world’s largest single-train refin-
ery, the private refinery is owned
by Africa’s richest man, Nigerian
industrialist Aliko Dangote. It is
located on the outskirts of Lagos,
Nigeria’s economic hub, where
it operates alongside a fertilizer
plant.

The plant is expected to meet
100% of Nigeria’s needs for gaso-
line, diesel, kerosene, and aviation
jet fuel at full production capacity,
Dangote said last year when the
facility was opened. At least 40%
of the oil products made there also
would be available for export, the
company said,.

The plant received about 6

million barrels of crude so far
from Nigeria’s state oil firm,
NNPC Limited, to kickstart its
operation, although it could
take months before the refinery
reaches full capacity, according
to analysts.

Some citizens have expressed
hope that the new plant would soon
help reduce consumer gas prices,
which have tripled from a year ago
after the government stopped de-
cadeslong subsidies,

Analysts have said any impact
on prices would still depend on
industry trends such as the cost of
crude, government interventions
such as subsidies, and the local
currency’s exchange rate to the
dollar.

Conflict, climate change and
Al to get top billing in Davos

eaders converge for elite meeting

DAVOS, Switzerland, Jan
15, (AP): The Earth is heat-
ing up, as is conflict in the
Middle East. The world
economy and Ukraine’s
defense against Russia are
sputtering along. Artificial
intelligence could upend all
our lives.

The to-do list of global priorities
has grown for this year’s edition
of the World Economic Forum’s
gabfest of business, political and
other elites in the Alpine snows of
Davos, Switzerland, which runs
Tuesday through Friday.

Over 60 heads of state and gov-
ernment, including Israeli President
Isaac Herzog and Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy will be heading
to town to hold both public appear-
ances and closed-door talks. They’ll
be among more than 2,800 attendees,
which also include academics, artists
and international organization leaders.

The gathering is mostly high-
minded ambition - think business in-
novation, aims for peace-making and
security cooperation, or life-changing
improvements in health care - and a
venue for decision-makers in an array
of fields and industries to connect.

It is also regularly panned by critics
as an emblem of the yawning gap be-
tween rich and poor: Young Swiss So-
cialists staged a rally Sunday to blast
the forum and brand attendees as “the
richest and most powerful, who are re-
sponsible for today’s wars and crises.”

“Davos is easily mocked. But in
current times it is hard to get people
together to talk in a room on shared
global issues and the value of face-to-
face conversations is very real, as the
COVID-19 pandemic showed,” Bron-
wen Maddox, director of the Chatham
House think tank, said in an e-mail.

Here’s what to watch for:

Conflict

While Davos is generally big-pic-
ture, regional conflict can cast a long
shadow - like Ukraine’s war did a year
ago, prompting organizers to exclude
any Russian delegation.

This year, Israel’s three-month war
with Hamas in Gaza, and recently U.S.
and British airstrikes on Houthi mili-
tants in Yemen who have fired missiles
into Red Sea shipping lanes, are loom-
ing large.

Herzog, the Israeli president, whose
job is more ceremonial than is Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s, will
be on hand for a Davos session Thurs-
day, and the prime ministers of Qatar,
Jordan and Lebanon will also be at-
tending.

A “humanitarian briefing on Gaza”
session gets a half-hour slot Tuesday.

A testament to how technology has
taken a large and growing slice of at-
tention in Davos, this year the theme
of Artificial Intelligence “as a driving
force for the economy and society”
will get about 30 separate sessions.

The dizzying emergence of Ope-
nAI’s ChatGPT over a year ago and
rivals since then have elevated the
power, promise and portent of artificial
intelligence into greater public view.
OpenAl chief Sam Altman will be in
Davos along with top executives from
Microsoft, which helped bankroll his
company’s rise.

Al in education, transparency about
Al its ethics and impact on creativity
are all part of the menu - and the Davos
Promenade is swimming in advertise-
ments and displays pointing to the new
technology.

International flags wave on top of the Davos Congress Center where the World Economic Forum takes place in
Davos, Switzerland, Monday, Jan. 15, 2024. The annual meeting of the World Economic Forum is taking place in
Davos from Jan. 15 until Jan. 19, 2024. (AP)
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Farmers with tractors arrive for a protest at the government district in Berlin, Germany, Monday, Jan 15, 2024.
Farmers have driven thousands of tractors into Berlin in the climax of a week of demonstrations against a plan to
scrap tax breaks on the diesel they use, a protest that has tapped into wider discontent with Germany’s govern-

Columns of tractors gather in Berlin for
climax of a week of protests by farmers

BERLIN, Jan 15, (AP): Columns of tractors rolled into Ber-
lin on Monday as farmers gathered for the climax of a week
of demonstrations against a plan to scrap tax breaks on the
diesel they use, a protest that has tapped into wider discon-

tent with Germany’s government.

Police said late Sunday evening that the space set aside
for vehicles in front of the Brandenburg Gate, where Mon-
day’s demonstration was being held, was already full. Over
the past week, farmers have blocked highway entrances and
slowed down traffic across Germany with their protests,
intent on pushing Chancellor Olaf Scholz’s government to

abandon the planned cuts entirely.

They re not satisfied with concessions the government has
already made. On Jan. 4, it watered down its original plan,
saying that a car tax exemption for farming vehicles would
be retained and the cuts in the diesel tax breaks would be

staggered over three years.

Scholz said in a video message on Saturday that “we took
the farmers’ arguments to heart” and insisted the govern-
ment came up with “a good compromise.” He also said of-
ficials will discuss “what else we can do so that agriculture
has a good future.”

Leaders of the three governing parties’ parliamentary
groups plan to meet with farmers’ representatives, though
officials have dampened hopes of scrapping the subsidy cuts.

The plan to cut the tax breaks resulted from the need to
fill a large hole in the 2024 budget. The farmers’ protests
come at a time of deep general discontent with the center-

left Scholz’s government, which has become notorious for

frequent public squabbles and lengthy wrangling over some-
times poorly communicated decisions.

Scholz acknowledged concerns that go well beyond farm-
ing subsidies, saying that crises, conflicts and worries about

the future are unsettling people.
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FAIPS-DPS first graders mesmerize in a grand showcase.

First graders cast spellbinding performance

FAIPS-DPS annual day transforms school auditorium into a magical realm

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 15: On Thurs-
day, December 7, 2023, the first-grade
students of FAIPS-DPS joyously
marked their Annual Day in the recent-
ly unveiled school auditorium. Under
the theme ‘The Magic Begins Here,’
these young performers captivated the
audience, skillfully transforming the
stage into an enchanting realm with
their infectious energy and boundless
enthusiasm.

The morning commenced with the
rendition of the Kuwait National An-
them, followed by the recital of the
Holy Quran and the ceremonial light-
ing of the lamp. Mr. Ravi Ayanoli, the
Principal, extended a warm welcome
to esteemed guests: Her Excellency
Haja Ishata Thomas, the Ambassador
of Sierra Leone to the State of Kuwait;
Ms. Navniit Gandhi, a distinguished
author, teacher, and trainer; and Dr.
Shimaa Al Ansary, Representative of
the Ministry of Education, who graced
the occasion with their esteemed pres-
ence. He also extended a heartfelt wel-
come to the parents, underscoring the
significance of spending quality time
with children and imparting essential
values of discipline.

The debut presentation mesmerized
the spectators with charming costumes
and lively dance routines that beauti-
fully portrayed the richness of Indian
culture. Subsequently, the event show-
cased a sequence of musical perfor-
mances delivered in both English and
Spanish.

Extending beyond musical prow-
ess, the students graced the stage with
enchanting dance sequences. Meticu-
lously choreographed Arabic, French,
and Indian dances carried the audience
into a realm of fantasy. The vibrant
costumes and synchronized move-
ments infused an additional layer of
allure into the overall performance.

The children wrapped up the

event with a dazzling grand finale,
evoking a tangible sense of unity
and achievement that left the audi-
ence with a lasting impression of the
enchanting magic crafted by these
young talents.

In his concluding remarks, Principal
Mr. Ayanoli praised the students for
their exceptional performances. Ad-

dressing the audience, Her Excellency
Ms. Thomas underscored the crucial
role of parental support for teachers
in nurturing responsible future citi-
zens. Ms. Gandhi reminded everyone
of Robert Fulghum’s renowned quote:
“Don’t worry that children never lis-
ten to you; worry that they are always
watching you.” She urged parents to

serve as exemplary role models for
their children. The program conclud-
ed with a vote of thanks delivered by
Headmistress Ms. Seema Bhatnagar,
who invited teachers and support staff
on stage to acknowledge their tremen-
dous efforts. She expressed gratitude
to the guests and parents for their un-
wavering support.

Sadu House organizes Kashmir Textiles Exhibition

Cultural treasures: Journey through elegance

By Paul Francis X. Fernandes
Arab Times/Al-Seyassah Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 15: The Sadu
House Kuwait in collaboration with
Kashmir Loom Company India is organ-
izing the Kashmir Textiles Exhibition at
Sadu House, Arabian Gulf Street, Ku-
wait City from Jan 14 to Jan 18 between
10 am and 1:00 pm and 4:00 to 8:00 pm.

The exhibition features exquisite
textiles and heirloom Kani weave and
sozni embroidered pashmina shawls
from Kashmir, India. The Kashmir
shawls represent a timeless blend of
artistry, tradition, and luxury. The in-
tricate craftsmanship and cultural sig-
nificance make them highly prized and
sought after globally.

For the first time in Kuwait, the ex-
hibition also presents Kashmir Loom’s
vintage-style coats with hand embroi-
dery and Ikat-dyed Pashmina, along
with curated collection of hand-em-
broidered cushions and home objects
in the traditional craft of Papier Mache.

Additionally, the event displays a
collection of contemporary shawls,
stoles and scarves from Kashmir Loom.

Left: Asif Ali — Kashmir Loom founder. Right: Small eyeless bobbins used to insert the discontinuous wefts which at the same
time form the structure of the material and make up the design in Kani weaving.

The opening night began with an il-
lustrative talk by Kashmir Loom found-
er Asif Ali who spoke at length about
the origin and art of making Kashmir
shawls, often referred to as ‘Pashmina’
or ‘Cashmere’ shawls, which have a
rich history and are renowned for their
exquisite craftsmanship, luxurious feel,
and timeless beauty.

Left: Pashmina fiber hand carding — a process that separates coarse fiber from
finer Pashmina before spinning. Right: Shawl weaving.

Shawl

Kashmiri shawls at a glance

The art of making Kashmir shawls,
he said, dates back several centuries
and has its roots in the Kashmir Valley,
aregion situated in the northern part of
the Indian subcontinent. The craft of
weaving fine textiles in Kashmir can
be traced as far back as the 3rd century
BCE.

The authentic Kashmir shawls are
made from the fine wool of the Pashmi-
na goat, which is indigenous to the Him-
alayan region. Pashmina wool is known
for its softness, warmth, and lightweight
texture. In addition to Pashmina wool,
Kashmir shawls may also be crafted us-
ing other types of wool, silk, or a blend
of these materials.

He went on to say, traditional Kash-
miri shawls are often handwoven on
looms. Artisans use various weav-
ing techniques to create intricate pat-
terns and designs. Nonetheless, many
Kashmir shawls feature exquisite em-
broidery, known as “Aari” or “Sozni”
embroidery, which involves intricate
hand-stitching with fine needles.

The Jamawar Shawls are a special
type of Kashmir shawl known for their
paisley patterns and vibrant colors and
extensive use of brocade weaving while
the Pashmina Shawls made from the
fine wool of Pashmina goats, are highly
prized for their softness and warmth.

The Kani shawls are rafted using the
Kani weaving technique, featuring in-
tricate designs and patterns; while the
sozni shawls are adorned with detailed
needlework, often depicting floral mo-
tifs and intricate patterns.

Historically, he said, Kashmir
shawls were highly sought after, re-
ceiving patronage from Mughal emper-
ors and European royalty. The Kash-
mir shawls have gained international
acclaim and are cherished as high-end
fashion accessories.

While traditional craftsmanship is
still valued, contemporary designers
have introduced modern designs to ca-
ter to changing tastes and are now sold
worldwide, and their popularity extends

beyond traditional markets, he said.

The traditional craft faces challenges
such as competition from machine-made
imitations and the need for sustainable
livelihoods for artisans but efforts are
being made to preserve and promote the
art of Kashmir shawl making through
various initiatives and organizations.

Speaking during the opening of the
exhibition, Indian Ambassador to Ku-
wait HE Dr. Adarsh Swaika praised
the intricate designs and quality of In-
dian textiles including the rich Kash-
mir textile heritage.

He pointed out the efforts made to
bring the finest Indian products and in-
novations to Kuwait, fostering cultural
understanding.

Dr. Swaika also revealed the robust
trade ties between India and Kuwait,
with textiles playing a significant role
in the annual trade volume.

This, coupled with Kuwait’s grow-
ing appreciation for Indian culture,
underscores the potential for further
strengthening ties.

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 15: Warba
Bank - the best bank in corporate
and investment banking services
in Kuwait - announced the win-
ners of the weekly Al Sunbula
draws. Warba Bank will contin-
ue to hold weekly draws for ten
winners of Al Sunbula account,
in the presence of a representa-
tive of Ministry of Commerce
and Industry and Warba Bank
employees.

Each of the 10 lucky winners
of the Sunbula weekly draw of
Warba Bank received KD 1,000,
and the winners are: Salem Ho-
moud Thamer Al-Ajmi, Homoud
Mohammad Mashaa Al-Mutairi,
Mohammad Abdul Mohsen Al-
Omran, Aisha Waleed Ibrahim
Al-Jeeran, Mohammad Mugbil
Slubi Al-Mutairi, Badriya Mo-
hammad  Matar  Al-Fadhli,
Mansour Dhaidan Mnawekh
Al-Otaibi. Khaled Musa Shad-
han Al-Anezi, Essam Adnan
Abu Shalhoub, and Nayef Turki
Jazaa Al-Harbi.

As for the Sunbula account, it
is the ideal choice for all those
wishing to save money and
achieve appropriate financial
returns on their accounts at the
same time, in addition to the
opportunity to win cash prizes
throughout the year.

Regarding the conditions,
Ahmed M. Al-Mutawa, Area
Manager Retail Banking Group
said: “KD 100 is now required to
enter the weekly Sunbula draws
and major draws, and the client
still gets one chance for every
KD 10 in the account, and the
chances are counted according
to the lowest balance in the ac-
count during the month. There-
fore, a full month must have
passed in the account to qualify
for the weekly draw, and two
full months for the major draws
to count the chances. There are
no restrictions or limits for with-
drawal and deposit, the higher
the deposited amount, the great-
er the client’s chances to win”.

Warha announces winners
of Al Sunbula weekly draw
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Ahmed Al Mutawa

Notably Warba Bank launched
its latest banking solutions ser-
vice, “Customer Onboarding”,
in accordance with the terms of
its ambitious five-year strategy,
which enables non-Warba Bank
clients to apply for opening a
Sunbula account in an easy digi-
tal way via the Bank’s website
without the need to visit any of
the Bank’s branches, and with-
in only five minutes - through
the new and unique automated
system used to enable this ser-
vice - new clients will be able
to complete the request to open
an account at any time and any
place.

Warba Bank is one of the
banks that has achieved great
successes in a short period, as
it occupied a leading position
in the field of Islamic digital
banking services for individuals,
and it is one of the largest local
banks in the number of share-
holders, and these are among the
most prominent components that
make the bank close to all mem-
bers of society, in addition War-
ba Bank is considered among the
50 largest banks in the Middle
East in terms of market value for
the year 2023 - Forbes Middle
East ranking.

Pak Donors hosts 23rd Blood Donation
Drive ‘dedicated’ to HH Sheikh Nawaf

By M. Irfan Shafiq

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 15; In a heart-
warming display of unity and human-
itarianism, Pak Donors, a prominent
community organization in Kuwait,
successfully conducted their 23rd
Blood Donation Drive dedicated
to His Highness Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, with the
hope that Allah the Almighty blesses
him with mercy. The event witnessed
an overwhelming response, with
over 220 donors coming forward to
contribute to this noble cause.

The Blood Donation Drive took
place at Central Blood Bank Jabriya
on Friday, 12th Jan 2024, and it was
graced by esteemed guests, includ-
ing Ambassador of Pakistan to Ku-
wait; Malik Muhammad Farouq, and
Community Welfare Attache; Far-
rukh Amir Sial. Also in attendance
was Al-Andalus Health City Mayor,
Mataab Al Fiji, who added prestige
to the event with his presence.

Members of the Green Hand team

and other dignitaries from the Paki-
stani community also came together
to support the cause and encourage
blood donation to save lives.

Expressing gratitude to the entire
community, volunteers, and media,
the Pak Donors Team extended their
heartfelt thanks. Their efforts in or-
ganizing this event and rallying the
community were instrumental in its
success.

This event highlights the gener-
osity of the Pakistani community in
Kuwait and underscores the impor-
tance of voluntary blood donation in
saving lives and promoting a culture
of care and compassion.

Pak Donors is a dedicated com-
munity organization in Kuwait com-
mitted to organizing blood donation
drives and various charitable activi-
ties. They have consistently played
a significant role in fostering a sense
of unity and solidarity among the
Pakistani expatriate community
while contributing to humanitarian
causes.
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‘Succession’ and ‘Last of Us’ vie for top awards

Emmy Awards finally arrive for a changed Hollywood

LOS ANGELES, Jan 15, (AP): The time has finally come for a most
unusual Emmys.

The 75th Primetime Emmy Awards are arriving four months past
their due date on Monday night at the Peacock Theater, coming after a
year of historic Hollywood turbulence in an industry whose upheavals
are evident everywhere.

Strikes by both actors and writers, seismic shifts toward streaming,
and the dismantling of the traditional TV calendar mean the envelopes
opened during the Fox telecast hosted by Anthony Anderson on Martin
Luther King Jr. Day will display winners that were decided months ago
for shows that in some cases were completed years ago - and have a
fraction of the audience they had a few decades ago.

But for actors and others taking part in the ceremony, norms just
aren’t a thing anymore in this business.

“Since the pandemic it’s been really strange, you shoot something,
then sometimes it’s another couple years until you see it, and a while
longer until something like this,” actor Nick Offerman told The As-
sociated Press last week after winning an early Emmy for “ The Last
of Us,” a show that is among Monday night’s top nominees along with
“Succession,” “Ted Lasso” and “The Bear.”

The Emmys will provide some respite and celebration after the strike
and the troubles that spurred it, and with its 75th edition, will attempt
to provide links to its past and to TV history. It will include a series
of cast reunions and scene recreations from beloved shows including
“Cheers,” “Game of Thrones,” “Grey’s Anatomy” and “Martin.”

The nominations themselves provide one big link to Emmys past -
the continuation of the decades-long dominance of HBO, which this

year has the three most nominated shows with “Succession,” “The
White Lotus” and “The Last of Us.”

Anderson has been tasked with hosting at a time when emceeing
awards shows is hardly a coveted job, especially after comic Jo Koy
was widely roasted for his Golden Globes performance last weekend.

But Anderson said he’s actually coming in relaxed and relieved, be-
cause for the first time in nearly a decade, he’s not a nominee. He never
won an Emmy despite 11 nominations as a producer and actor for his
former show, “black-ish.”

Category

“All the pressure is off of me now,” Anderson, now the host of Fox’s
“We Are Family,” said during ceremony preparations. “I don’t have to
sit there and wonder, am I going to win? Am I going to get it? What
time are they going to get to this category? I just get to come up here
and be myself.”

The Emmys will air live on Fox starting at 8 p.m. Eastern, and avail-
able to stream starting Tuesday on Hulu.

The ceremony is watchable in dozens of countries. The Television
Academy website has a handy list of broadcasters and in some instanc-
es, air times.

There are also many ways to watch the Emmys red carpet, which
begins at 5 p.m., when E! kicks off its coverage. People and Entertain-
ment Weekly are also hosting a red carpet show that will stream on
their websites and YouTube pages.

“Succession” got a leading 27 nominations. It’s the probable favorite
to win its third best drama series Emmy and it has three men - Brian

Cox, Jeremy Strong and Kieran Culkin - up for best actor with four
more nominated for best supporting actor.

But it won’t come away with the most wins. That’s because “The Last
of Us,” second with 24 nominations, is coming in with eight via last
weekend’s Creative Arts Emmys, where “Succession” won none. Those
include best guest acting awards for Offerman and Storm Reid, sug-
gesting that voters may also favor its lead actors Pedro Pascal and Bella
Ramsey. Both could make history, with Pascal becoming the first Latino
to win best actor in a drama and Ramsey the youngest to win best actress.

The elite ensemble from “The White Lotus” is all over the support-
ing categories. It has five women up for best supporting actress in a
drama, including Jennifer Coolidge and Aubrey Plaza.

On the comedy side, the night could become a victory lap for the
third and final season of “ Ted Lasso,” the soccer-themed series that
won best comedy for its first two seasons.

Its main challenger comes from the kitchen. “The Bear,” about a
chef struggling with his family’s legacy, will vie for best comedy, and
its lead Jeremy Allen White could challenge Jason Sudeikis of “Ted
Lasso” for best actor in a comedy.

Last year’s two strikes meant the Emmys, normally held in Septem-
ber, made an unprecedented move to January, putting it in the heart of
Hollywood’s awards season.

Academy voting took place on the normal timetable, however,
meaning the winners have been determined since late August.

The wait and other quirks of the calendar make for some strange
award circumstances. “The Bear” is up for Emmys for its first season,
after having already won key Golden Globes for its second.

Variety

This image released by Paramount Pictures shows Angourie Rice in a scene from ‘Mean Girls.” ‘Mean Girls’ takes first place at the US

LOS ANGELES: Winter storms

and cinema closures in North
America didn’t dampen the open-
ing weekend for “Mean Girls. ”
The Paramount release, adapted
from the Broadway musical and
the 2004 Tina Fey movie, earned
$28 million in its first three days
in theaters according to studio
estimates Sunday. Not accounting
for inflation, that’s more than the
$24.4 million the first movie made
in its opening weekend.

The “Mean Girls” competition
over the Martin Luther King
Jr. holiday weekend featured
several new releases, including
the Jason Statham action movie
“The Beekeeper” and the Jay-Z
produced biblical satire “The Book
of Clarence,” in addition to a slew
of awards contenders capitalizing
on buzz from recent nominations
and the Golden Globes.

As with “Barbie,” another en-
thusiastically pink movie, female
audiences made up the vast major-
ity (76%) of opening weekend
ticket buyers for “Mean Girls.”
According to exit polls, 70%
were between the ages of 18 and
34, which, yes, means that it had
appeal for audiences who hadn’t
been born when Regina George
was first introduced to the world.

“The property is iconic,” said
Chris Aronson, Paramount’s
president of domestic distribution.
“Tina Fey is legendary and her
contemporary twist has resonated
with audiences, particularly the
female audience.”

This iteration of “Mean Girls”
stars Angourie Rice, Auli’i Crav-
alho and Reneé Rap, who played
Regina on stage. It was originally
planned to go straight to streaming
on Paramount+, but the studio
pivoted after test scores were
positive. Social media played a big
part in getting the word out and
“Mean Girls” also inspired groups
of friends to go to the movies
together. An estimated 40% went
with two or more friends.

Fey returned to write and co-star
in the new film, which was directed
by Samantha Jayne and Arturo
Perez Jr. and cost a reported $36
million to produce. Reviews have
been more positive than not, with
a 70% on Rotten Tomatoes, but
audiences gave it a B CinemaScore
which may not bode especially well
for word-of-mouth appeal. Recent
musicals like “Wonka” and “The

according to studio estimates Sunday. (AP)

Television

box office with $28 million earnings in its first three days in theaters

Safdie, Stone, and Fielder reflect on the journey

‘Curse’ embraces cringe, absurdism

LOS ANGELES, Jan 15, (AP): “We’re certified

ny Safdie posted online in December, referencing his
latest project with Emma Stone and comedian Nathan
Fielder.

Attached to the ostensibly straightforward celebra-
tory post was a photo of the Rotten Tomatoes score for
“The Curse” - an impressive 94% endorsement from
critics who watched, next to a comparatively atrocious
audience score of 35%.

That’s a feat the trio seems to relish.

“I want to know what it is that we actually did,”
Safdie laughed, trying to pinpoint why exactly their
series was so polarizing ahead of the Los Angeles
premiere for its finale, which aired Friday on Show-
time.

Safdie recently made headlines for confirming his
professional split from his brother and collaborator,
Josh Safdie (who is credited as as an executive pro-
ducer on the A24 series). Although the pair had made
acclaimed independent films like “Good Time” and “
Uncut Gems ” - which had a similar chasm between
audience and critical response - the co-creator and star
of “The Curse” has had a successful year on his own,
including acting roles in “Oppenheimer” and “Are
You There God? It’s Me, Margaret.”

And while the series has not exactly been a hit with
the masses - it was by far the least-watched Showtime
series this season - “The Curse” has garnered a cult
following of devoted fans, even inspiring its own sub-
reddit filled with analysis, theories and deep dives into
suggested obfuscated symbolism and religious refer-
ences within the show.

It follows Whitney and Asher Siegel (Stone and
Fielder), a newly married couple making an HGTV
series called “Fliplanthropy,” where they purchase
rundown houses in Espafiola, New Mexico, and con-
vert them into mirrored, pressurized “passive homes”
- often likened to thermoses for their ability to self-
regulate temperature - with no windows, heating or air
conditioning.

Gentrification is widely seen as harmful to the resi-

dents it displaces, but Whitney and Asher bill their
undertaking as one that will benefit the community,
arguing they have practices in place to ensure Espa-
flola’s residents will not be forced out of their com-
munity - just their homes.

While filming the show with Asher’s frenemy
and producer, Dougie Schecter (Safdie), Asher has a
strange encounter with a young girl who curses him -
a turn of events that arouses paranoia for the couple,
despite their best attempts to convince themselves of
its irrationality.

Though the genre-bending series might come across
as merely nonsensical and avant-garde, a closer look
invites viewers into a poignant meditation on ques-
tions concerning gentrification, racial and class guilt,
religion and marriage.

Bizarre

The finale takes a turn so bizarre and terrifying that
one wonders if Fielder had input from his friend, hor-
ror director Ari Aster - and whether Asher is in fact
cursed. Those who crave closure or coherence will be
disappointed with the final episode. But that’s not to
say it isn’t there, only hard to find.

While Safdie credits Stone, who also worked as
an executive producer, with getting the show greenlit
thanks to her clout, many who tuned in solely for the
Oscar winner have surely been caught off-guard by its
esotericism.

And while some might be surprised at Stone’s par-
ticipation in a project so catered to a specific, almost
fringe, taste - especially as she simultaneously racks
up awards for her performance in “Poor Things” - she
sees a continuity between “The Curse” and her films.

“A surrealistic experience I think has been interest-
ing to me for a long time. ‘Birdman’ was sort of that
way. ‘La La Land” was sort of that way. There’s an
element of fantastical in the midst of a sort of ground-
edness that I find really intriguing,” she said while pro-
moting “Poor Things.” “‘The Curse’ definitely does
live in that world.”

Stone had become friends with Fielder after seeing
“every episode” of his reality series on Comedy Cen-

tral, “Nathan For You,” in which Fielder provides bi-
zarre and often destructive marketing advice to small
businesses, including some viral stunts so over the top
and confounding that they attracted national attention.

Stone said she was so eager to work with Fielder,
who co-created and wrote the series with Safdie, that
she agreed to join the cast before she even knew what
it was about.

For faithful fans, like Stone, of Fielder, who reaped
critical acclaim for his HBO series, “The Rehearsal,”
the tone and themes of “The Curse” are not surpris-
ing. His deadpan humor relies on exploiting awkward
situations, real or contrived, and he is known for his
almost superhuman ability to withstand cringe.

“I don’t know about that word or what it means ex-
actly,” Fielder said sheepishly.

“Or that it’s intentional,” Stone interjected.

But the comedian maintains his emphasis on pain-
fully awkward circumstances in his work is meant to
reflect the discomfort and absurdity of real life.

“Life is uncomfortable, I think. Interacting with
people ...” he trailed off, nervously - though it is dif-
ficult to discern in a conversation with him what is a
bit and what is real. “I feel like if you filmed anyone’s
life, it would look a lot like the show.”

Also:

LOS ANGELES: Ruth Wilson stars in a new mystery
series called “The Woman in the Wall” for Paramount+
with Showtime. Wilson stars as Lorna, a woman who
wakes up one morning to discover a dead body in her
home and she doesn’t know what happened. Lorna is
immediately under suspicion by a local investigator
played by Daryl McCormack (“Good Luck to You,
Leo Grande”) because she’s got a reputation in town
for her strange behavior. Lorna suffers from trauma
after becoming pregnant as a teen and being sent to
a religious home, where her newborn baby was taken
from her. “The Woman in the Wall” premieres on Par-
amount+ on Jan. 19 before its broadcast debut on Para-
mount+ with Showtime (the cable channel formerly
known as Showtime), on Sunday, Jan. 21.

Color Purple” scored in the A-
range. The studio is optimistic after
this weekend though. It also made
$6.5 million from 16 international
markets.

“It’s no secret that the release
calendar is a little light for the first
couple months of the year and be-
cause of the reception to this film
we stand a chance of broadening

this audience,” Aronson said. “It
really is a crowd-pleaser.”
Amazon and MGM’s “The Bee-
keeper” debuted in second place
with an estimated $16.8 million
from 3,303 theaters. Men made up
approximately 62% of ticket buy-
ers and auadiences overall gave it
a B+ CinemaScore. By the end of
the four-day weekend, the studio

expects it to have made $19.1
million. Miramax handled the
international distribution for “The
Beekeper,” which also grossed
$20.4 million from 49 territories.
Third place went to “Wonka,”
which added $8.4 million in its
fifth weekend. The Timothée
Chalamet-led musical has now
made over $178 million domesti-

cally and $500 million globally.

“Musicals are on a roll,” said
Paul Dergarabedian, the senior
media analyst for Comscore. “It
seems like a lot of studios run
away from putting musical on
their films for fear of limiting their
audience pool, but I think this is a
genre Hollywood should embrace
and highlight.” (AP)
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Journalist Taylor dead

‘Honeymooners' star
Randolph dies at 99

NEW YORK, Jan 15, (AP): Joyce Randolph, a
veteran stage and television actor whose role as the
savvy Trixie Norton on “The Honeymooners” pro-
vided the perfect foil to her dimwitted TV husband,
has died. She was 99.

Randolph died of natural causes Saturday night
at her home on the Upper West Side of Manhattan,
her son Randolph Charles told The Associated Press
Sunday.

She was the last surviving main character of the
beloved comedy from television’s golden age of the
1950s.

“The Honeymooners” was an affectionate look at
Brooklyn tenement life, based in part on star Jackie
Gleason’s childhood. Gleason
played the blustering bus driv-
er Ralph Kramden. Audrey
Meadows was his wisecrack-
ing, strong-willed wife Alice,
and Art Carney the cheer-
ful sewer worker Ed Norton.
Alice and Trixie often found
themselves ~ commiserating
over their husbands’ various
follies and mishaps, whether
unknowingly marketing dog-
food as a popular snack or try-
ing in vain to resist a rent hike,
or freezing in the winter as their heat is shut off.

Randolph would later cite a handful of favorite
episodes, including one in which Ed is sleepwalking.

“And Carney calls out, ‘Thelma?!” He never knew
his wife’s real name,” she later told the Television
Academy Foundation.

Originating in 1950 as a recurring skit on Glea-
son’s variety show, “Cavalcade of Stars,” “The Hon-
eymooners” still ranks among the all-time favorites
of television comedy. The show grew in popularity
after Gleason switched networks with “The Jackie
Gleason Show.” Later, for one season in 1955-56, it
became a full-fledged series.

Those 39 episodes became a staple of syndicated
programming aired all over the country and beyond.

In an interview with The New York Times in Janu-
ary 2007, Randolph said she received no compensa-
tion in residuals for those 39 episodes. She said she
finally began getting royalties with the discovery of
“lost” episodes from the variety hours.

Characters

After five years as a member of Gleason’s on-the-
air repertory company, Randolph virtually retired,
opting to focus full-time on marriage and mother-
hood.

“I didn’t miss a thing by not working all the time,”
she said. “I didn’t want a nanny raising (my) wonder-
ful son.”

But decades after leaving the show, Randolph still
had many admirers and received dozens of letters a
week. She was a regular into her 80s at the down-
stairs bar at Sardi’s, where she liked to sip her fa-
vorite White Cadillac concoction - Dewar’s and milk
- and chat with patrons who recognized her from a
portrait of the sitcom’s four characters over the bar.

Randolph said the show’s impact on television
viewers didn’t dawn on her until the early 1980s.

“One year while (my son) was in college at Yale,
he came home and said, ’Did you know that guys
and girls come up to me and ask, ‘Is your mom really
Trixie?”” she told The San Antonio Express in 2000.
“I guess he hadn’t paid much attention before then.”

Earlier, she had lamented that playing Trixie lim-
ited her career.

“For years after that role, directors would say: ‘No,
we can’t use her. She’s too well-known as Trixie,””
Randolph told the Orlando Sentinel in 1993.

Gleason died in 1987 at age 71, followed by Mead-
ows in 1996 and Carney in 2003. Gleason had re-
vived “The Honeymooners” in the 1960s, with Jane
Kean as Trixie.

Randolph was born Joyce Sirola in Detroit in 1924,
and was around 19 when she joined a road company
of “Stage Door.” From there she went to New York
and performed in a number of Broadway shows.

In the late 1940s and early 1950s, she was seen
often on TV, appearing with such stars as Eddie Can-
tor, Dean Martin and Jerry Lewis, Danny Thomas
and Fred Allen.

Randolph met Gleason for the first time when she
did a Clorets commercial on “Cavalcade of Stars,”
and The Great One took a liking to her; she didn’t
even have an agent at the time.

Randolph spent her retirement going to Broadway
openings and fundraisers, being active with the U.S.O.
and visiting other favorite Manhattan haunts, among
them Angus, Chez Josephine and the Lambs Club.

Her husband, Richard Lincoln, a wealthy market-
ing executive who died in 1997, served as president
at the Lambs, a theatrical club, and she reigned as
“first lady.” They had one son, Charles.

a a d

Ruth Ashton Taylor, a trailblazing journalist who
was the first female newscaster to work in television
on the West Coast, has died. She was 101.

Taylor died Thursday at an assisted living facility
in San Rafael, California, according to her family.

No cause of death was released. “She died very
suddenly,” her daughter, Laurel Conklin, said Sun-
day.

Conklin said her mother was born in Long Beach
in 1922 and had a career in radio and television news
that spanned more than 50 years.

Taylor graduated from Scripps College in Clare-
mont, California, and earned a master’s degree in
journalism from Columbia University before taking
a job as a news writer and producer at CBS radio in
New York.

She was one of the original members - and only
woman - in a documentary unit led by Edward R.
Murrow.

By 1949, Taylor was on the air doing notable inter-
views and conducted many over the ensuing decades,
including with performer Jimmy Durante, physicist
Albert Einstein and President Jimmy Carter.

Taylor become an anchor for the CBS affiliate in
Los Angeles in 1951. She left journalism for a short
time in 1958 before returning to TV station KNXT
in 1962, where she spent the rest of her career before
retiring in 1989.

Taylor earned a Lifetime Achievement Emmy
Award in 1982 and a star on the Hollywood Walk of
Fame in 1990.

In addition to Laurel Conklin, Taylor is survived
by two other daughters plus a stepson, a grandson
and granddaughter-in-law and a great-grandson.

Randolph

David Krumholtz, (from left), Robert Downey Jr., Emily Blunt, (center), Alden
Ehrenreich, and Cillian Murphy accept the award for best ensemble for ‘Op-
penheimer.’ (AP)

Emma Thomas, (left), and Christopher Nolan accept the award for best picture
for ‘Oppenheimer’ during the 29th Critics Choice Awards on Sunday, Jan. 14.
Alden Ehrenreich, (from left), Emily Blunt, and Cillian Murphy look on. (AP)

|

Greta Gerwig, (left), and Margot Robbie accept the award for best comedy for
Barbie, during the Critics Choice Awards on Sunday, Jan. 14. (AP)

Emma Stone poses with the award for
best actress for ‘Poor Things.” (AP)

Paul Giamatti poses with the award
for best actor for ‘The Holdovers.’ (AP)

/

Da’Vine Joy Randolph accepts best
supporting actress award for ‘The
Holdovers.” (AP)

Dominic Sessa poses with best young
actor award for ‘The Holdovers.” (AP)
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Kevin Messick, (from left), Nicholas Braun, Matthew Macfayden, Jesse Arm-
strong, Sarah Snook, and Kieran Culkin pose best drama series award for ‘Suc-
cession.” (AP)
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Maria Bello, (from left), Jake Schreier, Lee Sung Jin, center, Steven Yeun, and
Ali Wong accept the award for best limited series for ‘Beef.’ (AP)

Lionel Boyce, (from left), Ayo Edebiri, Cooper Wehde, Joanna Calo, Ebon Moss-
Bachrach, Tyson Bidner, Liza Colon-Zayas, Abby Elliott, Matty Matheson, Jer-
emy Allen White, and Josh Senior pose with best comedy series award. (AP)

Awards

‘The Bear,’ ‘Succession,’ and ‘Beef’ win big in TV
‘Oppenheimer’ tops Critics Choice Awards

LOS ANGELES, Jan 15, (Agencies): In a dazzling display
of achievements, “Oppenheimer” emerged as the standout
champion at the 2024 Critics Choice Awards, securing an
impressive total of eight victories. Among its notable wins
were the coveted titles of Best Picture, Best Director for
Christopher Nolan, and Best Supporting Actor for Robert
Downey Jr.

Following closely behind, “Barbie” claimed six victories,
securing accolades such as Best Comedy and Best Song for

ing from Santa Monica’s Barker Hangar, featured notable
moments, including Harrison Ford graciously accepting the
Career Achievement Award. Additionally, America Ferrera
received the esteemed SeeHer Award, adding a touch of rec-
ognition and celebration to the star-studded evening.

Here’s the full winners list:

Film
M Best Picture: ‘Oppenheimer’

Christopher Nolan accepts the award
for best director for ‘Oppenheimer’

during the 29th Critics Choice Awards
on Sunday, Jan. 14, at the Barker
Hangar in Santa Monica, Calif. (AP)

the catchy “I'm Just Ken.” The awards ceremony brought
unexpected turns to the competitive landscape, awarding the
title of Best Actress to Emma Stone for her performance in
“Poor Things,” and Best Actor to Paul Giamatti for his role
in “The Holdovers.”

On the television front, “The Bear,” “Succession,” and
“Beef” emerged as major victors, clinching multiple act-
ing awards and dominating their respective categories. “The
Bear” and “Beef” each garnered four awards, while “Succes-
sion” secured three, reinforcing their influence in the world
of television.

Guiding the audience through the event’s festivities,
Chelsea Handler assumed the role of host for the Sunday
night ceremony. The live broadcast on the CW, originat-

Variety

MILAN: Milan designers are reflecting on a
troubled world with collections that mark a
return to serious business attire, even from ac-
tive wear brands, and away from frivolity.

Actors Jake Gyllenhaal and James
McAvoy had front-row seats. But the
crowds of adoring fans waiting outside
were for K-pop VIPs.

Some scenes from the third day of
previews Sunday of mostly menswear col-
lections for fall-winter 2024-25:

Italian brand Simon Cracker explores
the moment before drifting off to sleep, as

Colors bleed together, and become a bit
blurry, as if seeing through closed eyes.
The silhouette is slouchy, as if giving up

B Best Actress: Emma Stone, ‘Poor Things’

M Best Actor: Paul Giamatti, ‘The Holdovers’

M Best Director: Christopher Nolan, ’Oppenheimer’

B Best Supporting Actor: Robert Downey Jr, ‘Oppen-
heimer’

H Best Supporting Actress: Da’Vine Joy Randolph,
‘The Holdovers’

B Best Young Actor/Actress: Dominic Sessa, ‘The
Holdovers’

M Best Acting Ensemble: ‘Oppenheimer’

Bl Best Adapted Screenplay: Cord Jefferson, *Ameri-
can Fiction’

B Best Original Screenplay: Greta Gerwig & Noah
Baumbach, ’Barbie’

painted by British designer Sue Cloes,

The treatments gave the collection a

known for the 1981 Culture Club designs.

after a long day. Men’s tailoring defines
the collection, but jackets are deconstructed
with one shoulder off, a new half-collar
taking its place.

Garments are dusted with a glimmering
sheen, as if visited by the sandman. Big
bold pearls accent the looks, represent-
ing the moon. Denim garments were hand Botte

cohesion that the designers said that many in-
terpreted as elegance - which isn’t necessarily
their goal. They prefer to shake things up.
“Rebellion does not necessarily come from
making noise, rather maybe it comes more
from quiet, from reflection,” Biraghi said
backstage. “There is still kindness. Kindness
is the most revolutionary thing there is.” (AP)

the best respite from a troubling world.

The nearly 14-year-old brand by design-
ers Simone Botte and Filippo Biraghi
works entirely with upcycled garments and
reclaimed remnants. For this collection, the
designers achieved harmony by dyeing the
garments together, creating a dreamy pink-
ish blue of a sunset.

Gyllenhaal
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The Conversation

A beginner’s guide to sound baths

Sound therapy helps cut anxiety, improve blood pressure

By Elisa J. Soho
San Diego State University

The Conversation is an inde-
pendent and nonprofit source of
news, analysis and commentary
from academic experts.

g a a

n recent years, sound bathing, a

therapy in which sound is used
for healing, has been marketed as
one of many “self-care” practices,
such as journal-keeping or candle-
burning, in support of personal
well-being. Sold also as sound
“immersions,” or sound ‘“heal-
ing” or “therapy,” sound baths are
pitched as a safe and effective way
to reduce stress and increase inner
peace.

Do they, though? If so, how? As
a medical anthropologist who has
conducted research on the sound
bath boom, I have some evidence-
based insights to offer.

Dedicated yogic sound baths
are typically intimate, hour-
long, small group events hosted
in yoga studios or other private
settings. Lights dimmed, per-
haps with essential oils diffus-
ing, providers surround their
typically recumbent clients with
sound generated from simple in-
struments such as tuning forks,
gongs and bowls. In my research,
sound bath receivers and provid-
ers say this leads to a deep sense
of peace or harmony.

Some people claim erroneously
that what we call sound baths are
an ancient practice. There is a
long-standing tradition in yoga of
using sound to focus one’s medita-
tive efforts, perhaps most famous-
ly in chanting “Aum.”

But sound baths emerged in their
present form largely as an out-
growth of the rise of modern yoga
- the kind that focuses on postures,
or “asanas.” These classes general-
ly include, at the end, a short, med-
itative, “rest and receive” phase, or
“savasana.” A yogic sound bath is,
essentially, a sound-enhanced, ex-
tended, savasana-only sound im-
mersion session.

Practices

The commodification of yogic
practices in the West, along with
celebrity endorsements, have re-
sulted in the modern-day sound
bath industry. Many yoga studios
now offer sound baths regularly: It
“draws people in,” explained one
owner.

There is evidence that shows
that yogic sound therapy can
bring benefits. Data confirms as-
sociations between yoga practice
and better physical and mental
health.

Regarding sound baths spe-
cifically, in a study involving the
controlled exposure of 62 people
to singing bowls, gongs, cym-
bals called ting-shas, and other
simple instruments, subjects re-
ported decreased tension, anger
and fatigue.

A review including several other
somewhat smaller studies found
that sound immersion can also im-
prove blood pressure, heart rate,
respiratory rate and other clinical
indicators.

Scientific understanding of the
mechanics of sound therapy is in

its infancy. But preliminary studies
have shown that a well-executed
sound bath may help reduce anxi-
ety and even improve blood pres-
sure and heart rate, among other
clinical outcomes.

In my research, many partici-
pants pointed to science in ex-
plaining why sound baths worked
so well for them, referencing for
instance the nervous system’s ca-
pacity to move us into a “rest and
digest,” or relaxation, state. Many
also referenced spiritualized con-
cepts, such as the “chakras,” seven
wheel-like energy or spiritual pow-
er centers running up the spine,
which they believe the vibrations
can “unblock.”

The sound bath experience var-
ies. For instance, some are held
outside. Some providers play lots
of different instruments, not just
simple percussive ones or singing
bowls. Some bring in lots of yogic
philosophy; others leave that un-
spoken. Some infuse sessions with
what I call “trauma talk,” inviting
clients to focus on inner pain; oth-
ers remain silent regarding client
motivations for participating.

With sound baths so widely
available, no regulations, and a
wellness market hungry for profit,
how do you choose what kind to
attend? Here are some guidelines,
based on my study.

Sanctuary

To begin, participants said that
the ideal sound bath site enables
clients to let down their guard. This
may mean locking studio doors or
providing warm blankets and cush-
ioning so that receivers can com-
fortably relax into the soundscape
offered.

Outdoor sound baths can be
nice, but concern about onlook-
ers, noise intrusions and imperfect
weather could undermine a sense
of sanctuary. The same was true
for baths conducted in noisy fitness
centers or other locations not built
to promote inner peace.

Practitioner style also mattered.
Interviewees recommended back-
ing out if a provider makes you
uncomfortable, because relaxation
will be difficult.

They also noted that providers
with less experience often play too
loudly, make jarring versus gentle
transitions and forget to pause. Re-
latedly, baths with lots of diverse
or complex instruments, or songs
that tell a story, make maintaining
meditation difficult.

Yet another distraction came
from providers focused on suf-
fering, stress or trauma. Obser-
vations confirmed that too much
“trauma talk” might prime cli-
ents to focus on and even amplify
any sense of distress, diverting
them from the simple pleasure of
an immersion and from their own
resilience.

Even the best sound bath can-
not relieve stress long term if the
causes of that stress remain in
place. Nevertheless, in a world
where inner peace is hard to find,
let alone maintain, an hour spent
in meditative repose can be a god-
send. (AP)

Other Voices

‘Forever chemicals’ tied to developmental issues

Your pots and pans are making you sick

Did you know that cookware, which include
pots and pans like Teflon and tefal which are
popular in the Middle East, are coated with some-
thing called forever chemicals? These chemicals
essentially stay in your body and system forever,
and they get into your food when you cook. These
chemicals are hormone disrupters, which means
they change or alter your hormones and can affect
your children’s development, as well as male and
female hormones.

It can increase the males level of estrogen,
which lowers testosterone levels and can lead to
things like moodiness, weight gain, and abnormal
testicular function. For women, it can also increase
their estrogen levels which can lead to things like
PMS and infertility. Can you imagine what this
may do do children who are still developing and
are more sensitive to hormone changes during
their growth period?

So what can you do about it? Please be aware that
cookware like Teflon and tefal are actually not safe,
and some countries have banned their use due to the
coating that is full of the forever
chemicals. This means- these
chemicals enter your body and
will never ever leave. They will
stay with you forever.

The good news is, there are
great cookware options that are
safe and healthy to use. For
example, caste iron pans are
wonderful because not only
are they safe, but they also pro-
vide iron content in your food
when cooked with them- and
this may help those who suffer from anemia. Stain-
less steel pans (not to be confused with aluminum
pans) are another great option- they are safe to use

Dr. Alkhalaf

and if coated and heated properly, your food will
rarely stick.

Also- toxic free ceramic coated pans are another
good option, but please do make sure that if they
scratch, you replace them immediately.

The iron caste and stainless steel pots and pans do
not scratch easily- so they will last you a lifetime.
The more we know, the better choices we can
make to improve our health.

a o d

Dr. Zeina Alkhalaf, PhD, MPH graduated with
a doctoral degree in Maternal and Child Health
from the University of Maryland, USA. Her re-
search varies across chemical exposures, nutri-
tion, and population health. She currently serves
as Adjunct Professor at the University of Mary-
land.
Twitter: @drzalkhalaf

About 1 in 100 students in US has autism

Gifted autistic students thrive in college

By Joseph Madaus, Nicholas Gelbar and Sally
Reis
University of Connecticut

The Conversation is an independent and non-
profit source of news, analysis and commentary
from academic experts.

g a d

bout 1 out of every 100 students in American

public schools has autism. A subset of these stu-
dents also have academic gifts and talents in a broad
range of areas, including math, science, technology,
the humanities and the arts. These students are often
referred to as “twice exceptional.”

To learn more about this population, we conducted
research with three groups: twice-exceptional autistic
college students, their parents and college staff who
work with them. The students were all enrolled in or
recent graduates of competitive and very competitive
colleges, including Ivy League institutions. We iden-
tified several strategies that can help these students
transition to and succeed in college.

Identifying twice-exceptional students can be
difficult because their gifts may mask their dis-
abilities. Conversely, their disabilities may mask
their gifts.

One student stated, “My mother was told that I was
too smart to have a disability, so I did not really be-
lieve that T had a disability.”

When these students are identified only as autistic,
they may be placed in special education programs
that focus on remediation of deficits, rather than en-
couraging students to develop and build upon their
strengths. They might not be enrolled in challeng-
ing courses. On the other hand, when gifted autistic
students are identified only as gifted, they might not
receive the support needed to accommodate their dis-
abilities.

Discussed

The students in our research project discussed how
important it was for both their academic success and
self-confidence to be appropriately identified. One
student stated: “I had an amazing teacher who gave
me opportunities to participate in projects. One of my
mentors was a science teacher, and she also gave me
advanced opportunities. She gave me so many chanc-
es for advanced work. She let me apply science to the
real world and to me; that was beautiful. She gave me
the confidence to know that I could go beyond and
do extra work.”

Nearly every student and parent stated that college
attendance was an expectation from an early age.
To prepare for this goal, students took challenging
courses focused on their strengths.

For example, of the students we interviewed, near-
ly three-quarters were enrolled in Advanced Place-
ment, honors or college credit-bearing courses while
in high school.

Almost every student participated in at least one
extracurricular activity, and some in multiple activi-
ties.

Many of the students assumed leadership roles.
One parent discussed how her son tutored his peers
in high school and was seen as a leader. “He was a
role model there,” the parent told us. “He had a lot
of friends, and people really looked up to him and
respected him. ... He built his self-esteem, which re-
ally made a big difference.”

Both the students and parents discussed the impor-
tance of these activities as ways to pursue areas of
interest, gain leadership experiences and find peers
with similar interests.

Program

About half of the students participated in resi-
dential camp or program experiences while in high
school. They described how these programs helped
them prepare to live away from home during college.
One student said such programs “really helped, as it
helped my ability to communicate with others and
helped me to understand how to explain what I need
to explain to others.”

The students reported that they were active par-
ticipants in selecting their college. Finding a school
with a program or major of interest was their biggest
consideration.

Slightly less than half of the students interviewed
started at a smaller school, or a smaller regional cam-
pus, before transferring to their final college or uni-
versity. These smaller schools were often closer to
home, enabling students to adjust to college life be-
fore they moved to their final competitive college or
university. One parent told us that the family looked
at schools that they could reach in two hours or so.
“And that is because in case he had a meltdown, I
wanted him to be in an area where I could drive and
calm him down,” the parent said.

Different laws exist at the high school and col-
lege level regarding disability supports. For exam-
ple, special education services will not be provid-
ed in college. Students will not receive modified
instruction or assessments and instead may be
eligible for reasonable accommodations, such as
extended test time.

Each of the groups we studied spoke about the im-
portance of understanding these differences and what
they mean for the student seeking supports in college.
One college staff member stressed that high school
students should receive accommodations, if needed,
and not modifications. He also suggested students un-

derstand “what a college professor is going to expect
from them and how ... parents aren’t going to contact
professors.”

Colleges may offer different amounts of support
for disabled students. These can range from basic ac-
commodations to specific programs that provide an
individual professional to support students. Colleges
cannot charge extra fees for accommodations, but
they can charge students to participate in more exten-
sive and individualized support programs. Therefore,
the level of disability support that the college offered
was also a common consideration.

Opportunities

Having a go-to contact person - an adviser, coun-
selor, teacher or faculty member - was essential, the
parents and students told us. Such professionals may
recognize the student’s talents, support their interests
and nurture opportunities for their growth.

One student said: “There were so many people
that believed in me and gave me advanced courses
and advanced independent projects. They gave me
time to write short stories. They let me explore my
strengths and interests.”

It is important to teach students how to advocate
for themselves while in high school. The students
we spoke with learned how to take care of their
emotional and physical health through diet, exer-
cise, meditation, music or finding time alone to
recharge and deal with stress. They were involved
in a variety of clubs and extracurricular activities.
They used these experiences to make friends with
similar interests.

These students also learned how to request and
use available campus supports and academic accom-
modations when needed. Many of the students stated
that they wished they had more opportunities to de-
velop these skills while in high school.

One college staff member summarized: “one of the
key successful skill sets is self-advocacy and being
able to recognize when things are not going well and
being able to speak up and say, ‘I need help.” And
then taking that even a step further to say, ‘Not only
do I need help, but here’s how I need help.” So it’s
that level of self-awareness and then being able to
articulate those needs to the right people.”

Gifted autistic students have tremendous potential
but too often do not have the opportunity to develop
their talents. Nationwide, only 39% of autistic stu-
dents who start college finish, compared with 64%
of all students.

With high expectations, support for talent devel-
opment from teachers and careful transition planning
that takes a strength-based approach, gifted students
with autism can succeed in competitive colleges.
(AP)
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Lillard’s 3-pointer at
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Phoenix Suns center Jusuf Nurkic, right, and Portland Trail Blazers forward Jabari Walker (34

NBA basketball game in Portland, Ore., Sunday, Jan. 14, 2024. (AP)

) reach for a rebound during the second half of an

Goal for Lille hirthday boy David

Mbappé and Barcola score in PSG's 2-0 win at Lens

PARIS, Jan 15, (AP): Just one
league match into 2024, Paris
Saint-Germain is already putting
more daylight between the defend-
ing champions and its rivals for the
French league title.

Despite playing against 10 men in
the second half, PSG was far from
impressive as it resumed its league
campaign Sunday with a 2-0 win at
last season’s runner-up Lens to ex-
tend its lead at the top to eight points.

Second-place Nice lost ground

SOCCER

when it was beaten 2-0 by Rennes
on Saturday.

Lens had the opportunity to take
the lead in the fifth minute but PSG
goalkeeper Gianluigi Donnarumma
decided otherwise and stopped Prze-
myslaw Frankowski’s penalty.

Forward Bradley Barcola was just
as decisive for PSG, first by break-
ing the deadlock near the half-hour

mark, then by earning the foul that
led to Lens defender Jonathan Gra-
dit’s sending off just before halftime.

“I thought that Barcola was tre-
mendous tonight,” PSG coach Luis
Enrique said.

Kylian Mbappé wrapped up
PSG’s win in the closing stages with
his 19th league goal this season.

Danilo found the unmarked
Mbappé on the break, and the
league’s top scorer set up the
21-year-old Barcola perfectly with
a through ball. The former Lyon
player won his duel with goalkeeper
Brice Samba and scored with his
right foot to give PSG the lead in the
29th minute.

Things went from bad to worse
for the home team when Gradit was
shown ared card after a VAR review
following a big foul on Barcola, who
had dribbled past several opponents
and was approaching the box.

Luis Enrique had to make up for
the absence of Achraf Hakimi, who
traveled to the African Cup with

Morocco, and his tactical approach
worked fine in the northern town. He
gave a starting spot to Carlos Soler
at right-back in a 4-3-3 system, with
Barcola starting in attack alongside
Mbappé and Ousmane Dembélé.

Ten-man Lens continued to attack
after the interval and the match re-
mained tense until the very end with
both teams having chances to score
but lacking an edge in the final third.
Mbappé kept insisting and finally
found the net from a tight angle
from Dembél€’s assist at the end of
a counterattack.

Lens remained in eighth place, 17
points behind PSG.

Canada’s Jonathan David scored
his sixth goal of the season on his
24th birthday as Lille ended a three-
match winless run with a 3-0 win
against Lorient.

David broke the deadlock in the
37th minute from a set piece as he
headed the ball home at the far post
from Angel Gomes’s cross.

The result moved Lille to fifth in

the standings, just two points be-
hind fourth-place Monaco. Lorient
dropped to last place, with only two
wins from 18 matches.

Lille was in control and created
several other chances before Remy
Cabella made it 2-0 with three min-
utes left to play with a left-footed
shot from close range. Forward
Edon Zhegrova was dangerous
throughout the afternoon and was
rewarded with a goal in added time.

Brest posted a fourth-consecutive
win - 2-0 at Montpellier - to move
into the top three.

Goals from Hugo Magnetti and
Jeremy Le Douaron ensured a 10th
win in 18 matches for the small Brit-
tany side, which is unbeaten since
November and leapfrogged Monaco
in the standings.

Brest’s surge up the table was
largely unexpected when the strug-
gling club appointed Eric Roy as its
coach in January 2023, with hopes
that the 55-year-old would help the
club remain in the top division.
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OT buzzer lifts Bucks past Kings

Timberwolves down Clippers

MILWAUKEE, Jan 15, (AP):
Damian Lillard made a 3-point-
er at the buzzer in overtime to
give the Milwaukee Bucks a
143-142 victory over the Sacra-

mento Kings on Sunday night.

The Kings led by four late in over-
time, but Brook Lopez made a 3-point-
er from the corner to pull the Bucks to
141-140 with 11.5 seconds remaining.

De’Aaron Fox made one of two free
throws before Lillard received a pass, drib-
bled across half court and sank the shot that
gave the Bucks their 15th consecutive vic-
tory over the Kings.

Lillard led Milwaukee with 29 points. Gi-
annis Antetokounmpo had a triple-double
with 27 points, 10 rebounds and 10 assists,
Malik Beasley scored 23 points and Bobby
Portis added 22. The Bucks improved to
19-3 at home.

Fox finished with 32 points to lead the
Kings, and Domantas Sabonis had his 10th
triple-double of the season with 21 points,
15 assists and 13 rebounds.

Kings coach Mike Brown stormed onto
the court with 9:27 left in the fourth and be-
gan screaming at referee Intae Hwang and
was immediately ejected while having to
be restrained by Sacramento players. Malik
Monk wrapped his arms around Brown and
directed him off the court.

Timberwolves 109, Clippers 105

In Minneapolis, Anthony Edwards scored
20 of his 33 points in the third quarter and
Rudy Gobert had 15 points and 18 rebounds
to help Minnesota beat Los Angeles.

Norman Powell’s corner 3-pointer - his
sixth of the game - capped a 20-6 surge by
the Clippers over a four-plus-minute stretch
that sliced their deficit to 103-100. Gobert,
who missed seven free throws including
earlier back-to-back airballs, made four
foul shots in the final minute to nudge the
Wolves to the finish line on a night when
they had 19 turnovers and allowed 37 points
in the fourth quarter.

Karl-Anthony Towns scored 17 points
for the West-leading Wolves (28-11), who
held Clippers stars Paul George (16 points)
and James Harden (14 points) to a com-
bined 9-for-33 shooting from the floor.
The Wolves, who lead the NBA in scoring
defense, are 16-2 at home and 20-6 against
their conference.

Kawhi Leonard had 26 points and nine
rebounds for the Clippers (25-14), They
have won 17 of their last 21 games.

Nuggets 117, Pacers 109

In Denver, Nikola Jokic had 25 points,
12 rebounds and nine assists, finishing an
assist shy of his 13th triple-double of the
season in Denver’s victory over Indiana.

Michael Porter Jr. and Jamal Murray
matched Jokic with 25 points apiece for
the Nuggets, who shot a season-high 64.8%
from the field. Aaron Gordon added 20

T - ‘.?‘“
Minnesota Timberwolves center Rudy
Gobert, (top right), blocks a shot-attempt
by Los Angeles Clippers guard Russell
Westbrook (0) during the second half of
an NBA basketball game Sunday, Jan.
14, 2024, in Minneapolis. (AP)

points and 10 rebounds to help defending
champion Denver improve to 17-4 at home.

Jokic made 12 of his 13 field-goal at-
tempts. The two-time NBA MVP is shooting
81% from the field over his past nine games.

Former Nuggets player Bruce Brown had
18 points, 10 rebounds and six assists for
Indiana. The Pacers are 2-2 since losing star
Tyrese Haliburton to a strained left hamstring.

Suns 127, Trail Blazers 116

In Portland, Ore., Devin Booker had 34
points and Phoenix held off Portland for its
second straight victory.

BASKETBALL

Bradley Beal added 23 points, Kevin
Durant had 21 and Grayson Allen 20. The
Suns, whose biggest lead was 17 points, let
Portland narrow the gap to four points mid-
way through the final quarter.

Rookie Scoot Henderson had a career-
high 33 points and nine assists for the short-
handed Trail Blazers. They have lost four
straight and eight of 10.

Heat 104, Hornets 87

In Miami, Bam Adebayo had 24 points,
10 rebounds and seven assists, helping Mi-
ami beat Charlotte.

Tyler Herro made four 3-pointers and
scored 21 points for Miami. The Heat went
11 for 25 from 3-point range while complet-
ing a four-game sweep of the regular-sea-
son series against Charlotte. They also won
their 22nd straight game at home against
Southeast Division opponents.

Fans jeer suspended coach Mourinho

French flair works for Milan in 3-1 win over Roma

MILAN, Jan 15, (AP): Without the suspended José Mour-
inho and injured Paulo Dybala, Roma fell 3-1 at AC Milan
in Serie A on Sunday and lost ground in the race for the top
four and a Champions League place.

It was a victory made in France for Milan as Yacine Adli
netted an early opener before compatriot Olivier Giroud
doubled the Rossoneri’s lead in the second half.

Giroud also delightfully set up another Frenchman in
Théo Hernandez to seal the match six minutes from time
after Leandro Paredes had reduced the deficit with a penalty.

Milan remained third, while Roma was ninth, five points
below fourth-place Fiorentina, after a fourth loss in seven
matches for Mourinho’s team.

Both Milan and Roma were looking to bounce back from
being knocked out of the Italian Cup midweek.

Mourinho was suspended for the match after being sent
off against Atalanta last weekend but he was still jeered by
Milan fans when he was shown on the big screen at San Siro.
Roma was also without key forward Dybala, who was side-
lined with yet another muscular problem.

Milan took the lead in the 11th minute when Adli man-
aged to carve out space for himself to drill the ball into the
bottom right corner for his first goal for the club.

Hernandez clipped the woodwork and Christian Pulisic -

who had been given the player of the month award for De-
cember before the match - twice went close, while Roma
also had chances to level.

But it was Milan which doubled its lead in the 56th as Adli’s
cross to the back post was nodded back to the center of the area
by Simon Kjer for Giroud to head in from point-blank range.

SOCCER

Roma got back into the match 13 minutes later with Pare-
des’ penalty after Lorenzo Pellegrini was tripped by Milan
captain Davide Calabria.

However, Milan sealed the result with a sumptuous piece
of play as Hernandez played a one-two with Giroud, who
found him again with a brilliant backheel for the defender to
blast in off the underside of the crossbar.

The move had Milan owner Gerry Cardinale and adviser
and former player Zlatan Ibrahimovi¢ nodding at each other
in approval in the stands.

The duo had spent several minutes before the match talk-
ing to the team in the locker room.

Yunus Musah also hit the post for Milan late on, shortly
after coming on for United States teammate Pulisic.

Murray rallies late to capture
Sony Open in a 3-way playoff

HONOLULU, Jan 15, (AP): Grayson Murray is a PGA Tour
winner again and feels better than ever about his future. The
gold trophy he won Sunday at the Sony Open with a 40-foot
birdie putt in a playoff is only a small reason for that.

Murray has been sober for eight months, tired of alcohol
fueling his arrogance in public and making him feel like a
failure for wasting talent in his private moments.

He feels renewed through Christianity and is getting mar-
ried in April to a woman that became a big part of a small
support group.

No, winning didn’t change his life. But it sure provided a
big boost to his career.

“My story is not finished. I think it’s just beginning,”
Murray said. “I hope I can inspire a lot of people going for-
ward that have their own issues.”

Murray always looked like the odd-man out in a three-way
battle at the end of the Sony Open until he delivered the goods.

His wedge into a breeze to a back pin to 3 feet gave him a

GOLF

birdie on the par-5 18th for a 3-under 67 and allowed him to
join a three-way playoff with Keegan Bradley and Byeong
Hun An. And then he buried a birdie putt from just inside 40
feet with An facing a 4-foot birdie.

Bradley missed from 18 feet. An’s short putt grazed the
lip. Murray had another PGA Tour title, the other coming
more than six years ago at an opposite-field event when he
was a rookie. The timing couldn’t be better.

Murray, who earned his way back to the PGA Tour with
two wins on the Korn Ferry Tour last year, now can bank on
his first trip to the Masters in April and a spot in the seven
remaining signature events with their $20 million purses.

“I knew today was not going to change my life,” he said.
“But it did change my career.”

As big as the win was for Murray, it was a tough loss for
Byeong Hun An and Keegan Bradley.

An hit a 3-iron to just inside 15 feet on the 18th in regula-
tion, the best shot of the day on Waialae’s closing hole, and
two-putted for birdie an a 64 to be the first to post 17-under
263. In the playoff, he hit a superb pitch from the thick collar
below the green to 4 feet, only to miss.

Two Storey 2000 sqft
House and Plot for Sale
in Gated Community

67 ft front x 105.5 ft depth, Road
Access to the Front and Back of
Property, 3 Bedrooms, 3 Bathrooms (1
Ensuite), 2 Kitchens. Three Water
Sources for the House: Well Water,
Municipal and Colony.

Amenities and Facilities: Swimming
Pool, Health Club, Restaurants,
Schools, InfoPark.

30 mins to Aster Medcity, 40 mins to
Cochin International Airport, 15 mins to
Wonderla Amusement Park. Kakkanad,
Cochin, Kerala, India. Asking price
90,000 KD (60,000 KD for house), negotiable."

Serious Buyers Call:

+91 62825 90158

Pictures Available upon Request

For Rent 2 Villas in Nozha

with a prime location, characterized
by a modern and attractive design

Unique being the only one of its kind
Each villa contains:

* 4 master rooms, 2 lounges, and 2 preparatory kitchens

* External kitchen and annex

* Staff rooms and a laundry room

* Ground floor area and small gardens with a swimming pool

* Private parking

For more details call Mr Faisal : 94495232
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Officials commend Kuwait’s organizational excellence

Mixed doubles trap takes center stage at Asian Shootlng Champ’ship

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 15: The mixed
doubles “trap” competition is set to
take place today as a highlight of the
Kuwait Asian Shooting Champion-
ship at the Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah “Olympic” ranges
complex. The championship, featur-
ing participants from 26 countries,
will culminate on the 22nd of this
month. Concurrently, “skeet” shoot-
ing training is scheduled at the same
complex.

Hussein Pasha Al-Majali, Presi-
dent of the Jordanian Shooting Fed-
eration, lauded the Sheikh Sabah
Al-Ahmad Ranges Complex as the
best on the Asian continent. He em-
phasized that Kuwaiti shooting has
evolved into a source of pride for the

entire Arab region. Al-Majali com-
mended the hosting of the Kuwait
Asian Championship, praising the
Supreme Organizing Committee for
providing all necessary resources and
expressing his pride in the capabili-
ties demonstrated.

SHOOTING

During an inspection tour on Mon-
day, Al-Majali, along with dignitar-
ies such as Sheikh Salman Sabah
Al-Salem Al-Humoud Al-Sabah,
President of the Asian Shooting Fed-
eration, Engineer Duaij Al-Otaibi,
Chairman of the Supreme Organizing
Committee, and other key figures,

witnessed the excellent facilities at
the Al-Mayadeen Complex.

Al-Majali acknowledged the sig-
nificance of Kuwait’s human re-
sources in organizing successful
shooting tournaments and anticipated
continued success in the future. He
highlighted the commitment to nur-
turing young talents, ensuring a ro-
bust future for the sport.

President of the Syrian Shooting
Federation, Ali Al-Salem, expressed
happiness in participating in the Ku-
wait Asian Shooting Championship.
He emphasized the tournament’s im-
portance in qualifying eight male and
female shooters for the 2024 Paris
Olympics. Al-Salem pledged intense
competition with the aim of securing

A tour of the heads of delegations at the Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Olympic
Square Complex.

colored medals and Olympic quah-
fications. He extended appreciation
for the Kuwait Shooting Federa-
tion’s efforts, led by Engineer Duaij
Al-Otaibi, in organizing outstanding
tournaments.

Head of the Iraqi Shooting Federa-
tion, Sabih Murad, commended the
Kuwait Asian Shooting Champion-
ship, noting the excellent organiza-
tional aspects that characterize Ku-
waiti shooting. Murad praised the
Supreme Organizing Committee for
its efforts in overcoming obstacles,
fostering an environment where
participants can give their best. He
wished success to all male and fe-
male shooters, hoping they achieve
the desired results for podium climbs.

Kuwait Junior basketball team delegation.

Kuwait embarks on Turkey training camp for qualifiers

The Kuwaiti junior basketball team
embarked on a journey to Turkey,
commencing an external training
camp scheduled until January 29 to
gear up for upcoming events.
Leading the delegation is Mohs-
en Al-Sahmi, Vice President of the
Federation. The team also com-
prises Mishal Mohammed as an
administrator, Talal Al-Qallaf as
coach, Musab Al-Khamis as assis-
tant coach, Talib Al-Kandari as su-

pervisor, and 16 players: Mubarak
Al-Mawli, Hassan Al-Hashimi, Ab-
dul-Rahman Al-Marzouq, Saleh Al-
Zaatari, Freej Al-Freij, Ali Al-Rabah,
Ahmed Al-Mutairi, Abdul-Rahman
Al-Rabah, Mahdi Al-Nasser, Suwait
Al-Dhafiri, Hussein Bouftin, Abdul-
lah Al-darid, Abdulaziz Al-Tahous,
Abdul-Rahman Al-Qutaifi, Hassan
Al-Anazi, and Yaqoub Al-Anazi.
During the camp, Al-Azraq is set
to participate in five friendly match-

es. Mohsen Al-Sahmi, the head of
the delegation and vice-president
of the federation, shared that the
national teams committee has de-
vised a comprehensive preparation
program for all national teams, in-
cluding the junior national team.
This preparation is in anticipation
of the Asian qualifiers for the Gulf re-
gion, scheduled to take place in Qatar
next summer. Al-Sahmi highlighted
that the program incorporates breaks

in the league schedule to assemble
the team, distribute equipment, pro-
vide technical training for players, and
set the stage for the external training
camp featuring five trial matches.

Al-Sahmi expressed gratitude to
the Sports Authority for their col-
laboration with the Federation, en-
dorsing and financially supporting
the implementation of this program
to ensure the national teams excel
in the upcoming period.

Gauff advances at Australian Open

Osaka’s GS comeback ends in loss to Garcia

MELBOURNE, Australia, Jan 15,
(AP): Moments after her Grand Slam
comeback ended in a first-round loss,
Naomi Osaka walked back through the
players’ tunnel where her name has a
prominent place among recent Aus-
tralian Open champions.

Three matches into her return from
15 months off the tour, and six months
after the birth of her daughter, Shai,
Osaka lost 6-4, 7-6 (2) to 16th-seeded
Caroline Garcia in a tight encounter at
Rod Laver Arena on Monday night.

Osaka won the U.S. Open in 2018
and 2020, and the Australian title in
2019 and ‘21. This was the first time
she lost in the first round in Melbourne,
where she made her debut in 2016.

She took time out from tennis for
her own wellbeing after first-round ex-
its at the French Open and U.S. Open
in 2022. She’s not planning any more
breaks for now.

TENNIS

The Australian Open started Sunday
and will be played over 15 days for the
first time, with the first round spread
over three days in a bid to cut down on
the late-finishing matches.

Still, it was 1:39 a.m. local time by
the time Felix Auger-Aliassime closed
out a 4-hour, 59-minute win over 2020
U.S. Open winner Dominic Thiem that
finished 6-3, 7-5, 6-7 (5), 5-7, 6-3. That
match was briefly held up in the fourth
set by a bird landing on the court at
Margaret Court Arena and having to be

General Sports Authority to upgrade 8 soccer fields

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 15: The Gen-
eral Sports Authority has initiated
strategic administrative measures to
upgrade eight football fields in youth
centers. The transformation involves
replacing the existing artificial turf
system with a natural turf system,
adhering to internationally approved
specifications for training fields. The
comprehensive upgrade includes
the renewal and replacement of
soil layers, the establishment of a
drainage network, installation of an
automatic irrigation system, incorpo-
ration of pumps, and the addition of
an irrigation tank.

All refurbished stadiums are
meticulously designed to meet the
technical standards and specifica-
tions set by FIFA, ensuring a high-
quality playing surface.

This initiative aligns with the au-
thority’s overarching plan to enhance
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the infrastructure of stadiums, ad-
dressing the shortage and significant
deficit in football stadiums across
clubs. The upgraded fields will serve

as venues for training sessions, com-
petitions across different age levels,
and friendly matches. The objec-
tive is to alleviate the strain on main
stadiums within clubs, offering an
excellent opportunity for their mainte-
nance and preparation to host official
and external matches.

The developmental blueprint
also extends to football fields within
sports arenas, totaling 12 sports
arenas. These fields will be uti-
lized for training sessions for local
club age groups, first-team train-
ing, and hosting competitions. Ad-
ditionally, the plan encompasses
the establishment of multi-purpose
halls catering to various individual
sports federations, further empha-
sizing the authority’s commitment
to providing top-notch infrastruc-
ture for sports practice across all
disciplines.

chased off by a ball kid to laughter from
the crowd. It then flew around the stadi-
um briefly before play could continue.

For Auger-Aliassime, the win ended
a run of first-round exits at three con-
secutive majors.

In the opening match on Rod La-
ver, U.S. Open champion Coco Gauff
needed just 60 minutes to advance 6-3,
6-0 over Anna Karolina Schmiedlova.

The 19-year-old Gauff, who won

her first major at the U.S. Open in Sep-
tember, said she had increased confi-
dence in her serve thanks to some ad-
vice from Andy Roddick.
Fourth-seeded Gauff dropped just one
point on her serve in the second set and
credited Roddick, saying “he’s probably
one of the best servers in history.”
Wimbledon champion Marketa Von-
drousova didn’t make it past the first
round, losing 6-1, 6-2 to Dayana Yas-

Al-Arabi welcome Ayman

Hassan Musa
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 15: Al-Arabi
Sports Club has officially announced
the addition of Tunisian professional
Ayman from CS Sfaxien to its first team,
as posted on the club’s official website.

Ayman, who predominantly plays
on the right wing, brings a wealth of
experience, having represented promi-
nent clubs such as Etoile du Sahel,
Stade Tunisien, and Egypt’s Modern
Future.

At 27 years old, Ayman achieved
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the title of top scorer in the Tunisian
League for the 2020-2021 season. He
recently played for the Egyptian club
Modern Future after departing from
Tunisia.

The Tunisian talent is set to replace
Senegalese player Mamadou Thiam in
the “Green” lineup. Additionally, the
club is expected to announce another
professional signing to fill the void left
by Algerian player Sofiane Bouchard,
who departed for personal reasons.

Currently, Al-Arabi boasts players
like Nigerian Anayo Iweala, Moroc-

cans Hamza Khaba, and Walid Seb-
bar. The team is actively searching
for a defender to replace Bouchard.
The technical and administrative
staff is thoroughly reviewing CVs to
strengthen the squad before the re-
sumption of local competitions.
Following a brief rest granted by
Bosnian coach Darko Nestorovic
after the conclusion of the Zain Pre-
mier League’s fourteenth round, Al-

to first team

Arabi resumed training. The team
is gearing up to face Sulaibikhat on
January 26 in the preliminary round
of the Emir Cup competition. Ad-
ditionally, a friendly match against
a local team is on the horizon, pro-
viding a valuable opportunity for the
“Green” players to showcase their
skills, even as some key players are
absent due to their involvement with
the first and Olympic teams

Ayman with teammates.

tremska and struggling with a hip injury.

A third 16-year-old reached the sec-
ond round, with Mirra Andreeva beat-
ing 29-year-old Bernarda Pera 7-5, 6-2
to set up a second-round match with
sixth-seeded Ons Jabeur, a three-time
runner-up at Grand Slams.

Alina Korneeva and Brenda Fruh-
virtova, both also 16, advanced after
their first Grand Slam main draw wins
on Sunday.

Kuwait eye top
‘spot’ vs Qatar

Iran hold off China

By Khaled EI Anzi
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

MANAMA, Jan 15: The
preliminary round of the
21st Asian Cup for hand-
ball teams, also serving as
the 2025 World Cup Qual-
ifiers,” is concluding at the
Khalifa Sports Hall in the

Bahraini capital, Manama.

Today’s lineup includes four
matches, with the highlight being
the face-off between Kuwait and
Qatar scheduled at 5:00 pm in the
first group.

Kuwait, currently second in the
group with the same score of 4 points
as the first-placed Qatar, aims to se-
cure two points in the match to lead
the group. Both teams are well aware
of the challenging nature of the match
Qatar, with equal determination, en-
ters the game aspiring to claim the

full score, retain the top spot in the
group, and secure a place in the main
round of the tournament.

It’s worth noting that the Qatar se-
cured a victory over Oman with a score
of 28-18 in the second round of the pre-
liminary stage.

In the final round of the preliminary
stage today, three matches are sched-
uled. At 1:00 pm in, China will face New
Zealand in “Group Two,” followed by

HANDBALL

Oman playing against Chinese Taipei
in “Group One” at 3:00 pm. The South
Korean national team will then compete
with Iran in “Group Two” at 7:00 pm.

In the initial rounds, Kuwait tri-
umphed over Chinese Taipei 31-27,
Korea dominated New Zealand with a
score of 42-13, Qatar defeated Oman
28-18, and Iran secured a victory over
China with a score of 24-22. Japan
emerging victorious over India with an
impressive score of 59-11.

Kuwaiti players battle for the ball.

Saudi Arabia ‘reveals’ high-tech
stadium design atop cliff for WC

RIYADH, Saudi Arabia, Jan 15 (AP):
Saudi Arabia revealed designs Monday
for a high-tech stadium atop a 200-me-
ter high cliff near Riyadh where the
kingdom plans to stage games at the
2034 World Cup.

The 45,000-seat venue design has a
retractable roof and field, plus an LED
wall with hundreds of meters (yards) of
screens to create an immersive experi-
ence for fans, the Qiddiya Investment
Company said in a statement.

It will be named Prince Moham-
med bin Salman Stadium for the crown
prince of the oil-rich kingdom that
wants to become the major player in
world sports over the next decade.

The stadium is a centerpiece of the
Qiddiya City project that aims to create
an entertainment, gaming and sports
hub 45 kilometers (30 miles) from

downtown Riyadh, the Saudi capital.

The QIC is wholly owned by the
Public Investment Fund, which is
chaired by the crown prince. It man-
ages about $700 billion in Saudi sov-
ereign wealth and includes investments
in the LIV Golf project and English
Premier League club Newcastle.

The QIC said the new stadium is
intended to become the home venue
of Al-Nassr and Al-Hilal, the Riyadh
clubs who last year signed Cristiano
Ronaldo and Neymar, respectively.

Saudi Arabia is the only bidder to
host the men’s World Cup in 2034,
with FIFA set to confirm its pick late
this year in a confirmation vote by
more than 200 national soccer federa-
tions.

FIFA has said 14 stadiums will be
needed for the 48-team tournament.

League leaders Girona held to draw at last-place Almeria

MADRID, Jan 15, (AP): Girona was held by last-place
Almeria to a 0-0 draw in the Spanish league missing
a chance to open a bigger gap over Real Madrid while
its rival played in the Spanish Super Cup in Saudi Ara-

bia.

Girona had the chance to move three points clear with a
victory at Almeria - the only team yet to win in the league
so far this season - but the draw left the Catalan club only

one point ahead.

Girona played a man down from the 80th minute after
midfielder Aleix Garcia was sent off with a straight red

card for a foul to stop a breakaway.

did.”

“The good news is that we won a point and it gives us
the lead,” Michel said. “Almeria played better than we

Girona, part owned by Manchester City’s Abu Dhabi

ownership, recently won at defending champion Barce-

Super Cup.

lona and against Atletico Madrid. Barcelona and Atletico
also didn’t play in the league this weekend because of the

In the other match of the day, Cadiz’s winless streak

reached 18 matches across all competitions after a 4-1
loss to Valencia at home.

The last league win for Cadiz, sitting inside the relega-
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tion zone, was against Villarreal in September.

Some local fans called for the resignation of Cadiz

Almeria had most of the significant scoring chances
throughout the match while Girona finished with only one

attempt on target.

“We knew it wasn’t going to be an easy match,
goalkeeper Paulo Gazzaniga, the best Girona player on
Sunday. “Considering how the match went, it’s not a bad
point. We are still on the right track.”

It was only the second time this season Girona was
held scoreless. The other was a 3-0 home loss against
Madrid in September, which marked its only loss in all
competitions this campaign. The team coached by Michel
Sdnchez has the league’s best attack with 46 goals, six
more than Madrid. It was trying to win for the seventh
time in eight matches in all competitions to keep alive its

surprise run for the league title.

coach Sergio Gonzdlez.

Hugo Duro, Diego Lépez, Javier Guerra and Jesuds

Vizquez scored for Valencia, which moved to eighth
place. It has won three straight league matches for the

first time since 2021.

” said

Valencia led 1-0 and 2-1 before scoring its last two
goals in stoppage time.
Spanish media reported that four intruders entered the

home of Atletico Madrid forward Angel Correa while he

and his family were at the residence on Saturday.

Europa Press cited police officials saying that no one
was hurt and no arrests were immediately made. It said
authorities were investigating the robbery.

Correa was back after Atletico’s match against Real
Madrid in the semifinals of the Spanish Super Cup in Sau-
di Arabia. Atletico, which lost to Madrid 5-3 midweek,

was not in action this weekend.
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Qatar. (AP)

Bahrain’s Sayed Mahdi Bager (second
right), and South Korea’s Park Yong-
woo (third right), fight for the ball during
the Asian Cup Group E soccer match
between South Korea and Bahrain at
Jassim Bin Hamad Stadium in Doha,

ports

The National Guard players celebrate at the end of the Super Cup.
National Guard clinches Ministries Baskethall Super Cup

The 2023-2024 Ministries Basket-
ball Super Cup was claimed by
the National Guard team, emerg-
ing victorious with a 77-74 win
over the Ministry of Electricity and
Water at the Yousef Al-Shaheen
Al-Ghanem Hall in the Kazma
Club.

In a thrilling showdown, the
Guard players showcased their
experience, securing the win in
the final moments and thwarting
the spirited efforts of the Kahraba
players, who had performed admi-
rably and came close to clinching
victory.

Walid Al-Sultan, Chairman of
the Basketball Technical Commit-
tee and member of the Supreme
Committee for the League of Min-
istries, Governmental Bodies, and
Institutions, presented the cham-
pionship cup to the Guards team
and awarded second-place med-

als to the Electricity and Water
players.

Al-Sultan extended his con-
gratulations to the Guard play-
ers for their Super Cup triumph
in the latest edition of the League
of Ministries, Bodies, and Gov-
ernment Institutions. He com-

mended the Kahraba players for
their commendable performance
despite the loss, acknowledging
their strong challenge against the
Guard. He remarked, “The Kah-
raba team played a stellar match,
providing formidable opposition
for the Guard. The match was

decided in the closing moments,
with the Guard maintaining their
lead—an impressive testament
to their ascendancy. The upcom-
ing league competitions, featuring
the participation of five teams in a
two-round system, are set to com-
mence next week.”

Real Madrid players celebrate with the trophy of the Spanish Super Cup after the final soccer match between Real
Madrid and Barcelona at Al Awwal Park Stadium in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. (AP)

PSG’s Kang-in scores twice in South Korea’s 3-1 win

Bahrain begin Asian Cup campaign on losing note

AL-RAYYAN, Qatar, Jan 15, (AP):
Paris Saint-Germain winger Lee Kang-
in is used to being overshadowed by
Kylian Mbappe at club level. Son
Heung-min remains the icon for his
national team South Korea.

But with two moments of individual
brilliance against Bahrain on Monday,
Lee took center stage at the Asian Cup.
Not that he seemed comfortable under
the spotlight after scoring twice in the
second half to inspire South Korea to a
3-1 win in the Group E match.

“It’s not just about my two goals.
All the goals we score are very impor-
tant for the team. I would just like to
say and highlight that it is not about in-
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dividual performance,” a modest Lee
said afterward.

His coach Jurgen Klinsmann was
also restrained in his praise of the for-
ward.

“If you score two in the opening
game of the Asian Cup for us you de-
serve to be man of match and (it was)
a very good performance. But I have to
keep him on the ground every day,” he
said with a smile.

It feels like there is no danger of
success going to Lee’s head. And as
members of the media crowded around
after the post-match news confer-
ence, he was likely happy to see it was
Klinsmann, the World Cup-winning
former Germany striker, who was be-
ing mobbed with requests for selfies.

Lee was just trying to get back to
the locker room at Jassim Bin Hamad
Stadium.

Earlier he had scored two picture
perfect goals to get South Korea off to
a winning start in the competition the
country hasn’t won since back-to-back
titles in 1956 and 60.

The game was tied at 1-1 when he
took control, giving South Korea a 2-1
lead in the 56th-minute with a left-footed
shot from around 30 yards (meters).

He was equally clinical as he scored
his second goal 12 minutes later when

Preparation intensifies in Bahrain camp

Al-Qadisiya ‘announce’ friendly
matches vs Al-Ahly, Al-Khalidiya

By Hassan Musa
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

MANAMA, Jan 15: Al-Qadisiya has
confirmed the dates for its upcoming
two friendly matches as part of its ongo-
ing training camp in Bahrain. The team
is scheduled to face Al-Ahly of Bahrain
tomorrow, followed by a match against
Al-Khalidiya next Saturday.

The “Yellow” squad initiated their
training sessions in the Bahraini capi-
tal, Manama, last week as they gear up
for a significant encounter against Yar-
mouk on January 27 in the preliminary
round of the Amir Cup competition.

Despite not joining the Al-Qadisiya
delegation in Bahrain due to work com-
mitments, star player and team captain
Badr Al-Mutawa has taken the initia-
tive to engage in regular daily training
with the Al-Qadisiya youth team. This
effort aims to maintain his readiness
and enhance his physical fitness levels
in preparation for the remaining com-
petitions of the current season.

At 39 years old, Al-Mutawa, one
of the iconic figures in Kuwaiti foot-
ball history, plans to rejoin “Al-Asfar”

showing sharp footwork and curling
the ball into the bottom corner.

Hwang In-beom had given South
Korea a first half lead with a goal in
the 38th, but Bahrain equalized six
minutes after the break through Abdul-
lah Al Hashash.

“We knew it was not going to be
easy to play Bahrain today and it
turned out to be scrappy,” Klinsmann
said. “We are very pleased to start with
three points in the tournament, that is
what really matters.”

upon his return to Kuwait. His pres-
ence during the youth team’s training
has infused a sense of joy, with many
players and members of the coaching
staff taking memorable photos with the
seasoned player.
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Al-Mutawa demonstrated a com-
mitment to training intensively, setting
a positive example for the emerging
players on the field. This not only con-
tributes to the team’s overall perfor-
mance but also ensures his personal
preparation is at its best, anticipating
the return of the “Yellow” squad from
their training camp in Bahrain.

-
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Real rout Barcelona to win
Super Gup in Saudi Arabia

RIYADH, Saudi Arabia,
Jan 15, (AP): Vinicius
Junior did his best Cris-
tiano Ronaldo impression
in Saudi Arabia, scoring a
hat trick and leading Real
Madrid to a 4-1 rout of
Barcelona and the Spanish
Super Cup trophy.

Vinicius scored his three goals
in the first half as Madrid beat Bar-
celona to lift its first trophy of the
season on Sunday. After his first
goal, the Brazil forward imitated
the trademark celebration of the
former Madrid great, with Ronaldo
reportedly at the Riyadh stadium.

“It was for Cris, because he is my
idol and now he is playing here,” said
Vinicius, who was named the best
player of the final. “I'm very happy
with myself and with my team. It’s not
easy to play against Barcelona and to
win 4-1 is tough. We played an almost
perfect match.”

Rodrygo also scored for Madrid,
which now has 13 Super Cup trophies,
one less than the Catalan club. It was

Vinicius nets hat trick

Emirafes
Ly

Real Madrid’s Vinicius Junior (left),
passes through Barcelona’s goal-
keeper Inaki Pena during the Span-
ish Super Cup final soccer match
between Real Madrid and Barce-
lona at Al-Awwal Park Stadium in
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. (AP)

Madrid’s second Super Cup triumph
since the tournament was moved to
Saudi Arabia four years ago. Robert
Lewandowski scored Barcelona’s goal
to make it 2-1 in the first half.

‘Kuwait ready to host Gulf Cup in Dec’

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 15, (Agencies):
The football body of Kuwait has af-
firmed. that the nation is ready to host
the 26th edition of the Gulf Cup in
December this year, considering it a
significant gathering of Gulf Arab na-
tions. Dismissing rumors circulating on
social media about Kuwait’s potential
withdrawal as the tournament host, the
local football federation emphasized
the country’s capability and readiness
to organize such a major event. The
federation underscored the importance
of trusting news sources in delivering
accurate information to readers.
Meanwhile, The Kuwaiti Olympic
team is set to engage in friendly match-
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Badr Al-Mutawa training with his teammates.

es against their Thailand in Bangkok
at 11 am. This series of matches is
integral to the team’s training camp
in preparation for the upcoming AFC
U-23 Cup, slated to take place in Qatar
from April to May.

Part of Group D in the Asian Cup,
the Olympic team faced formidable
opponents such as Uzbekistan, Viet-
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nam, and Malaysia.

Commencing their camp last Tues-
day, Kuwait underwent rigorous train-
ing sessions led by Portuguese coach
Emilio Peixe and his assistant staff.

The “clasico” between the Spanish
powerhouses was a rematch of last year’s
Super Cup final that Barcelona won
3-1 for its first trophy with coach Xavi
Hernéndez and without Lionel Messi.

Madrid had also won at Barcelona
in the first “clasico” of the season in
October in the Spanish league.

Barcelona played a man down from
the 71st after defender Ronald Araujo
was shown a second yellow card for a
foul on Vinicius. Madrid was already
winning 4-1 at the time.

The victory added to Madrid’s mo-
mentum as Carlo Ancelotti’s team
remains unbeaten in 21 consecutive
games in all competitions. Its last set-
back was a 3-1 loss at Atletico Madrid
in the Spanish league in September.
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In contrast, the defeat adds to Bar-
celona’s troubles and increases the
pressure on Xavi, whose team hasn’t
played well recently. It trails second-
place Madrid by seven points in the
Spanish league, with Catalan opponent
Girona another point ahead at the top
having played an extra game.

“We are disappointed and sad,”
Xavi said. “We were hopeful of an-
other victory, but in the end it was
our worst match. We didn’t get off to
a good start and were never comfort-
able. We have to congratulate Madrid
because it deserved to win.”

It didn’t take long for Madrid to
take control of the match in Riyadh,
with Vinicius scoring his first goals
since a long injury absence in the sev-
enth, 10th and 39th minutes. It was
Vinicius’ third match since being out
from November because of an injury
picked up with Brazil’s national team
in a World Cup qualifier.

“Vinicius is back,” Ancelotti said.
“He needed these two or three games
to get back to his best form.”

Vinicius opened the scoring after an
assist by Jude Bellingham, dribbling
past Barcelona goalkeeper Ifiaki Pefla
before finding the open net.

Kuwur

Kuwaiti players preparing for their friendly match against Thailand.
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