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Amir’s state visit to Qatar marks new chapter in historic ties

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 19, (KUNA): His Highness
the Amir Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah will head, Tuesday, an official delegation
in a state visit to Qatar.

Meanwhile, Kuwaiti Ambassador to Qatar,
Khaled Al-Mutairi said on Tuesday that the visit
of His Highness the Amir Sheikh Mishal Al-Ah-
mad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah to Qatar would further
strengthen the historical and fraternal ties between
the two nations.

Al-Mutairi told KUNA that Kuwait and Qa-
tar share a special bond that is deeply rooted in
a myriad of fields, which demonstrated the tran-
scendent relationship the two nations and their
people share.

He expressed his abundant well-wishes regards
to this visit, hoping the two countries and their
people would flourish under wise leadership.

Separately, the Ambassador of the State of Qa-
tar in Kuwait, Ali Al-Mahmoud, said on Monday
that the visit of the Amir His Highness Sheikh
Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah to Qatar
strengthens historical relations between the two
countries.

Continued on Page 5

Opinion

Abolish slavery
‘Kafala’ system

By Ahmed Al-Jarallah
Editor-in-Chief, the Arab Times

IT seems as if Kuwait suffers from
schizophrenia. On one hand, it has a long
record filled with humanitarian and chari-
table works throughout the world, and on
the other, visa-traders have been commit-
ting acts that harm the file of expatriates,
which leads to Kuwait being placed on
the blacklist of the human rights societies
and international organizations.

This is because there are some who
are working to accumulate their wealth
from the sweat and strength of expatri-
ates whom they bring from abroad after
_ taking KD 2,500
| to KD 3,000 from
them for the work
visa, and then they
throw them out on
the street.

Over the past
years, the demand
to abolish the “Ka-
fala” (sponsorship)
system has been
the most important
point discussed in
international  fo-

Al-Jarallah

rums.

However, it is unfortunate that the
Kuwaiti authorities have not been able to
solve the problem due to pressure from
influential people, who could either be
some parliamentarians who were proven
to trade in residency permits, or influ-
ential company owners who obtained
permits to bring in a huge number of
migrant workers. In fact, some of these
company owners have 5,000 to 10,000
expatriates registered under fake proj-
ects.

There are also ministerial decisions
that hinder in benefiting from this man-
power. This is because some officials
benefit from the visa trade by placing
emphasis on deporting them, and then
bringing in others in exchange for com-
missions paid to them by visa-traders.
We thus have 133,000 who have been
subject to the violation of both labor
and residency laws as of the end of last
year.

The irony is that, despite all this, the
daily wage of a worker increased from
KD 5 to KD 15, and that of a craftsman
to KD 30, in fields in which citizens and
Gulf Arabs do not work, especially con-
struction. Irrespective of the presence of
such a large number of marginal man-
power as a result of the violation of the
labor law, the scarcity of labor has in-
creased. Such a situation does not exist in
any country other than Kuwait.

The Arabian Gulf states such as Saudi
Arabia, the Emirates, Bahrain, Qatar, and
Oman resolved the crisis by abolishing
the Kafala system and adopting more hu-
mane laws, thereby ending the suffering
that had been an international menace for
decades.

On the other hand, Kuwait still insists
on the inhumane Kafala system, because
there are profiteers from the so-called
deep state who cling to this internation-
ally forbidden trade.

Saudi Arabia, the Emirates, and Oman
have enacted a law that allows the state
to sponsor workers who pay fees directly
to it instead of a human trafficker, and
they then work in various fields. Qatar
has abolished the requirement imposed
on migrant workers to obtain permission
from their employer.

Our government can also work on
abolishing this inhumane system. It can
sponsor the migrant workers, including
the violators, after they pay the fees di-
rectly to the state or in installments, and
thus allow them to work.

This will undoubtedly reduce the
wages of the workforce as well as reduce
the security burden on the state, and also
cleanse the Kuwait file in international
reports.
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His Highness the Amir is being presented a commemorative token
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during the event.

KUNA photos

Graduates rejoice alongside their families in the post-ceremony
celebrations.

Graduates take oath

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 19,
(KUNA): His Highness the
Amir, the Supreme Commander
of the Armed Forces, Sheikh
Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah, patronized and attended
on Monday the graduation of the
31st batch of cadets at Saad Al-
Abdullah Academy of Security
Sciences.

His Highness the Amir, upon
arrival at the celebration’s venue,
was greeted by Deputy Prime
Minister, Minister of Defense
and Acting Minister of Interior
Sheikh Fahad Yusuf Saud Al-
Sabah, Acting Interior Under-
secretary Lieutenant General
Sheikh Salem Nawaf Al-Ahmad
Al-Sabah, and the ministry’s top
officials.

The ceremony was attended by
His Highness the Prime Minister
Sheikh Dr. Mohammad Sabah
Al-Salem Al-Sabah, senior State
officials and the graduates’ fami-
lies and citizens.

The ceremony started with
tunes of the National Anthem,
Quranic verses, then the acad-
emy acting commander, Briga-
dier General Mohammad Al-
Roumi addressed the crowd with
a speech.

He stated that the academy’s
capabilities aims on qualifying

the cadet officers in order to keep
pace with the rapid development
in scientific, training and techni-
cal progress and modernization.

Al-Roumi extended his deep-
est appreciation to his Highness
the Amir and Kuwait’s leader-
ship, and congratulated the fami-
lies of the graduates on this hon-
orable ceremony.

Then the ceremony of hand-
ing over the academy flag began
from the 31st batch to the 47th
batch of officer cadets, followed
by the final results for the gradu-
ates delivered by the assistant
commander of the academy,
Brigadier General Ali Al-Wu-
haib.

Names of the graduates were
declared and His Highness the
Amir handed over the trophies to
the excellent graduated officers
and high honor students at the
academy.

This was followed by the
graduates entering the parade
ground to take the oath, delivered
by the Commander of the Educa-
tion and Examinations Battalion,
Brigadier General Ahmed Al-
Radhan.

His Highness the Amir was
awarded a memento on the occa-
sion before he departed the cer-
emony venue.

‘No changes to Election Law’

Newly turned 21-year-olds
added to Kuwait voter lists

By Saeed Mahmoud Saleh,
Raed Yousef and Fares

Al-Abdan
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 19: Citi-
zens, who have turned 21 years
old, will be added to the lists of
eligible voters in preparation for
the 2024 parliamentary elections,
say reliable sources.

Sources disclosed that the lists
will include the voters’ names
and their home addresses as per
the civil identification cards.
Sources also confirmed that the
voters lists are the same as the
2023 elections plus the citizens
who reached 21 years old.

Meanwhile, the government
has finally broken its silence over
the rumor spread on social media
platforms that the rights to vote
and run for elections will be lim-
ited to those holding citizenship
as per Article One of the Nation-
ality Law.

Head of the Local Affairs Sec-
tor in the Information Ministry

Amer Al-Ajmi, who spoke on
behalf of the government, vehe-
mently denied the rumor.

In a press statement, Al-Ajmi
pointed out that “in the last few
days, news has spread about the
alleged amendment of the Elec-
tion Law; depriving a segment of
citizens of the right to vote and
contest the elections as per the
Nationality Law. This rumor is
baseless, it undermines national
unity, and divides the ranks.”

In another development, a
source from the government con-
firmed the issuance of a decree
on the resumption of the appoint-
ment, promotion, transfer and
secondment of employees in all
State agencies.

On Dec 5, 2023, His High-
ness the Amir Sheikh Mishal
Al-Ahmad, who was the Crown
Prince then, issued a decision to
“suspend the appointment, pro-
motion, transfer and secondment
of employees in all State agen-
cies for a period of three months,
subject for renewal in the interest
of the public.”

Amiri Diwan photo
His Highness the Amir Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah hands one of the outstanding graduates
his diploma.

Airfare costs soar
as demand peaks

Kuwait airport braces for holiday rush

By Muhammad Al-Musleh
Al Seyassah/Arab Times Staff and Agencies

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 19: Agencies at Ku-
wait International Airport are working
tirelessly to accommodate the surge in pas-
senger traffic expected during the upcom-
ing national holidays, implementing a series

destinations.
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Travelers stand in anticipation at the check-in counter, ready for their upcoming
adventure.

Newswatch

KUWAIT CITY: His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah sent on Monday a cable of condo-
lences to King Abdullah II of Jordan.

In the cable, His Highness the Amir
expressed his deepest and sincere con-
dolences on the death of the father of
Princess Rajwa Al-Hussein, Khaled bin
Musaed Al-Saif, wishing the King and
his family solace.

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Mishal
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah also sent
on Monday a cable of condolences to
Jordanian Crown Prince Al-Hussein bin
Abdullah.

Kuwait’s Prime Minister Sheikh Dr.
Mohammad Sabah Al-Salem sent a ca-
ble of condolences to King Abdullah II of
Jordan.

The Prime Minister expressed his
deepest condolences and solace over the
death of the father of Princess Rajwa Al
Hussein, Khaled bin Musaed Al-Saif.
(KUNA)

Q Qo aQ
KUWAIT CITY: The State of Kuwait,

namely the Ministry of Education, has
been granted a seat in the permanent bu-
reau of the UNESCO framework confer-
ence for education, culture and arts.

The mandate to occupy the seat lasts
for four years and it is among the mem-
berships granted to Arab states.

The conference, held in Abu Dhabi on
February 13-15, grouped ministers of ed-
ucation, teaching and culture from several
states. (KUNA)

of measures to ensure smooth operations.
According to airport sources, departures are ex-
pected to exceed 130,000 passengers from the 22nd to
the 27th of this month, with Dubai, Istanbul, Jeddah,
Cairo, and Doha being the most popular destinations.
However, the increased demand for travel tickets, evident
through electronic reservation systems and travel offices,
has led to a significant rise in prices, up to 100% for certain

Tourism experts attribute this
spike in ticket prices to the usual
supply and demand dynamics,
exacerbated by the approaching
holidays. Kamal Kabsha noted
that with improving global con-
ditions, travel demand has been
steadily rising annually, particu-
larly ahead of the Ramadan pe-
riod. Consequently, ticket prices
for sought-after destinations like
Cairo and Jeddah have soared by
over 100%.

Ayman Zandah, General Man-
ager of Salhia World Tourism
and Travel Company, observed
a strong demand for distant des-
tinations such as London, Rome,

Continued on Page 5

Day by Day

SOME lament that people
have changed, citing drastic
shifts in societal conditions,
and lamenting a pervasive at-
mosphere of fear.

Conversely, others bemoan
the loss of honesty and trust,
asserting that individuals have
become inherently distrustful
and self-serving. Pessimists
argue that goodwill among
peers has waned, replaced by
a pervasive sense of appre-
hension and isolation.

This narrative reflects a
broader perception of societal
decay, with morals purported-
ly eroding and fear becoming
a dominant force. However,
such viewpoints may stem
from apprehension towards
confronting life’s uncertainties
and adapting to evolving cir-
cumstances.

... Yet tomorrow is another

day.
Zahed Matar



Prayer Timings
Fajr ........ 05:05 Asr.......... 15:15
Sunrise .. 06:24  Maghrib .. 17:40

Zohr....... 12:02 Isha ....... 18:57

Expected weather for next 24 hrs:

By Day: Warm with light vari-
able wind to light to moderate
northwesterly wind, with speeds
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of 06-26 km/h.

By Night: Rather cold to cold
with light to moderate northwest-

BIOMETRIC/FINGERPRINT APPOINTMENT: https:/meta.e.gov.kw/En/

Weather
erly wind to light variable wind, Kuwait Airport 23 10
with speeds of 08-26 km/h and  Abdaly 23 10
some scattered clouds will ap- jghra 23 12
pear. Salmiyah 21 16
Station MaxExp MinRec Nuwaisib 23 12
Kuwait City 23 16  Wafra 23 10

Worshippers will be provided with all means: Eng Al-0taibi

Mosques Sector declares readiness for Ramadan knocking on door

By Abdul Nasser Al-Aslami
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 19: The Assistant
Undersecretary for the Mosques Affairs
at the Ministry of Awqaf and Islamic Af-
fairs Eng. Bader Turki Al-Otaibi revealed
the completion of the sector’s prepara-
tions to welcome Ramadan this year, and
harness all capabilities, plans and pro-
grams for the holy month.

In a press statement, Eng. Al-Otaibi
said, “We have pre-
pared a package of
activities, programs,
advocacy events, and
internal and exter-
nal hosting so that
mosques will be an
attractive factor for
worshippers ~ where
they will be provided
with all means. This
comes in line with the
sector’s annual tra-
dition and is aimed to maintain the trust
of worshipers that it gained in previous
years, renew activities, sharpen motiva-
tion to achieve the desired goals, and con-
tribute to the mosques’ delivery of their
preaching mission.

The mosques sector performs its mis-
sion through nine departments that pro-
vide administrative and cultural services
and maintain mosques.”

Eng. Al-Otaibi explained that periodic
meetings are being held to monitor the
completion of the work. This year will
witness a group of works, events and
preparations. The work began by prepar-
ing the mosques, completing the main-
tenance work, providing the necessary
periodic maintenance for them, cleaning
them, and preparing the women’s prayer
rooms and outdoor courtyards, as well as

.......
tea]

Eng. Al-Otaibi

ensuring the presence of regular mainte-
nance teams around the clock, especially
since the mosques are a torch of activity
during this period of the year.

He urged contractors to quickly com-
plete the major construction and mainte-
nance works, prepare civil and electrical
works, audio, air conditioning, and eleva-
tors, and implement contractual condi-
tions.

Eng. Al-Otaibi said, “The mosques
were also equipped with cleaning work,
ensuring the cleanliness of all mosque fa-
cilities, and providing large quantities of
cleaning materials. Dawa programs and
cultural activities have been approved in
mosques, such as fatwa councils, public
lectures, scientific courses, Sharia edu-
cation lessons, educational lessons, and
thoughts of faith.

The episodes of the fifth electronic
Ramadan Center for the current world,
titled “In the House of Prophecy”, were
recorded for a group of distinguished
sheikhs, with 30 episodes to be broad-
casted throughout the days of Ramadan
via the ministry’s various websites, the
Kuwait Mosques application, and social
media.

The cultural plans and Ramadan pro-
grams for the administrations of the six
mosques and the activities of Ramadan
centers and retreats have been completed,
in addition to the approval of hosts for
preachers, lecturers and readers from out-
side the State of Kuwait.

These activities, which will be an-
nounced soon, come in fulfillment of the
ministry’s mission to consolidate mod-
eration and Islamic morals, spread reli-
gious and cultural awareness, care for the
Qur’an and the traditions of the Prophet,
care for mosques, and strengthen national
unity.”

KUNA photo

The new KUNA logo depicts Kuwait map.

KUNA launches its new logo

Kuwait News Agency (KUNA) launched
on Monday its new logo, depicting the
State of Kuwait’s map, at a celebratory
ceremony marking the national days,
attended by a large number of the staff
and led by the Director General Dr. Fat-
ma Al-Salem. The designer, Moham-
mad Sharaf, said in a statement at the
ceremony that the tag symbolized the
news agency’s embrace of state-of-art
technology.

The new logo mirrors KUNA’s mo-
dernity and history, while the old one
carries the news agency’s abbreviated

name and shape of the planet, The
Earth, he said, noting the new emblem
remains colored in blue.

Mariam Al-Zanki, the managing editor
in the Arab news department and super-
visor of “KUNA Smart Oasis,” affirmed in
her speech KUNA'’s keenness on staying
abreast of the huge digital transformation
at the global level and employing the ar-
tificial intelligence, alluding to the recently
inaugurated Al section.

She revealed that KUNA planned
launch of an Al-dependent magazine.
(KUNA)

Other Voices

By Ahmad alsarraf

Recently, I have noticed good devel-
opment in the services provided by
health services, through two hospitals. I
also noticed a remarkable development
in the work of the “Medical Warehouse
Management” in Subhan.

Circumstances prompted me to repeat-
edly visit Al-Amiri Hospital and the can-
cer treatment hospital complex, in the Al-
Sabah  Medical
District, and the
development  of
work there caught
my attention in a
positive way wor-
thy of praise.

As for the
Subhan  Medi-
cal Warehouses,
their work has
recently become
smoother, more
streamlined, and
even more trans-
parent than it was thirty years ago. Thank
you for the efforts of those in charge of
the three authorities, and for the efforts of
the Minister of Health, with our hopes for
the continued development of work in the
two hospitals, and in the warehouse sys-
tem, which is sensitive and important.

A few days ago, after an unjustified
wait that lasted for years, the Ministry of
Interior opened the door to those wishing
to visit the country, while accepting ap-
plications for family members.

One of the reasons for preventing the
two groups from entering the country,
other than flimsy security reasons, was
that their entry would put pressure on
medical services, especially for those with
incurable diseases.

The response to this was that it is pos-
sible to require that the visitor obtain an
insurance policy that will cover the ex-
penses of his treatment in Kuwait, if a
health emergency occurs to him, and this
is the practice in many countries.

alsarraf

The next health disaster?

I thought that this was what happened
recently, after the Ministry of Interior
opened the door to visits to almost eve-
ryone, but it later became clear that the
situation was not the case, as nothing had
changed from what it was before, and a
visitor suffering from an incurable or seri-
ous illness can still enter the cancer hos-
pital.

For example, and receiving care, treat-
ment and medicine, the hospital admin-
istration cannot deny him treatment, for
many reasons that will take a long time
to explain. The reason for this ease is due
to the fact that circumventing the regula-
tions, in these cases, is not difficult, and
thousands have already resorted to the
same path.

All a visitor wishing to receive treat-
ment has to do is call emergency services
and request an ambulance, in order to be
transferred to the accident department at
the nearest hospital, from where he will
most likely be admitted to one of the
rooms to receive treatment and medica-
tion!

There are currently many patients in
government hospitals, who came to the
country on visit visa, and are receiving
treatment in government hospitals, in-
cluding cancer, and their numbers are
increasing, especially with the permission
to visit and join family!

Therefore, it is necessary for the Minis-
try of Health to continue providing treat-
ment to every resident or visitor, as this is
the state’s humanitarian duty.

However, the Ministry of Interior must
not allow entry to a visitor who does not
have a life insurance policy that covers,
at a minimum, the cost of treating incur-
able diseases. If he is in the country, and
it turns out that he does not have an insur-
ance policy, for some reason, the costs of
his treatment will be borne by the entities
that hosted him, other than the official au-
thorities and five-star hotels, for example.

g o Q

e-mail: a.alsarraf@algabas.com.kw
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Traditional Arabic tea is prepared on coal at a campsite in the Kuwaiti desert after a rich meal of lamb and rice, mixed with raisins and pine seeds.
The tea is beneficial for digestion.

‘4 and half hours duty must’

Flexible timings ... two hours window to start work

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 19: The Civil Service
Commission (CSC) has announced that the
number of official working hours in the pub-
lic sector during the holy month of Ramadan
will be four hours and a half; affirming the
flexible working hours mechanism remains
in effect such that the window for starting
work during Ramadan will be from 8:30 am

to 10:30 am, report Al-Seyassah daily.

In a press statement, the CSC explained the employ-
ees can choose the time to start work from 8:30 am to
10:30 am; provided they complete four and a half hours,
without prejudice to the 15 minutes grace period speci-
fied for all employee at the beginning of the working day
and the additional 15 minutes for females at the end of
the working day.

Implement

The CSC pointed out that to implement the flexible working
hours system, the automated systems in the government enti-
ties should allow multiple verification of arrival and departure
times; as well as the calculation of the number of official work-
ing hours and the grace period individually for each employee.
It clarified that this system does not apply to the employees
subject to the reduced working hours mechanism based on the
legally prescribed reasons, and those subject to the ‘partial
absence without pay’ mechanism in terms of determining the
arrival and departure times.

The CSC said the calculation of the grace period, tardiness
and hours for calling in sick at the beginning of the work day
is included in this decision, indicating the grace period is cal-
culated after 10:30 am -- the last start of work timing in the
flexible working hours system.

It added that a government entity may oblige its employees to
follow one work period or let them choose from the specified tim-
ings. It also stressed that the decision does not affect the shifting
or guard systems in force and does not entail the application of
the provisions of this law on the disbursement of any additional
compensation, allowances, incentives or bonuses.

The CSC stipulated the flexible Ramadan timings as fol-
lows:

M from 8:30 am to 1:00 pm

M from 9:00 am to 1:30 pm

M from 9:30 am to 2:00 pm

M from 10:00 am to 2:30 pm

M from 10:30 am to 3:00 pm

‘Co-ops not buying local
produce to face penalty’

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 19: The Cooperatives Sector in the Min-
istry of Social Affairs has toughened penalties for the boards
of directors of cooperative societies that are not committed to
the implementation the mechanism for the direct purchase of
local products at a rate of not less than 75 percent of their ac-
tual needs, reports Al-Jarida daily quoting a reliable source.

The source disclosed that the committee formed as per the re-
cent administrative decision on supporting the promotion of local
agricultural produce in cooperatives will work for a period of four
months; during which it will conduct field visits to the approved
sales outlets to attend auctions, follow up and tally the partici-
pating cooperatives and their daily purchase rates, uncover viola-
tions, and then take the necessary legal measures.

The source said: “The committee will submit periodic
reports about cooperatives that are not committed to imple-
menting Ministerial Resolution number 115/T of 2022 on sup-
porting the promotion of local agricultural products in coop-
eratives. Article 13 of this resolution stipulates penalties for
erring cooperatives, starting with a warning to address the vio-
lation, up to the issuance of a ‘judicial seizure’ report that will
lead to the suspension of the bank credit for a certain period.
Other penalties include non-submission of the erring coopera-
tive’s requests to the concerned committees in the ministry,
halting its transactions in governmental and private agencies,
and suspending its employment file in coordination with the
Public Authority for Manpower (PAM).

The source added that the committee will also tally the daily
purchases of vegetables in each cooperative, compare them to the
actual needs, and monitor the quantities of local products available
in the market to ensure the daily needs of cooperatives are covered.

KUNA photo

The Minister of Foreign Affairs in talks with the Undersecretary-General of the Unit-
ed Nations and the Executive Secretary of the Economic and Social Commission
for Western Asia (ESCWA).

FM receives ESCWA official

Kuwaiti Minister of Foreign Affairs Ab-
dullah Al-Yahya received Monday
Under-Secretary-General of the United
Nations and Executive Secretary of the
Economic and Social Commission for
Western Asia (ESCWA), Dr. Rola Dash-
ti, at the ministry headquarter.

The meeting focused on enhanc-

ing the close cooperation between the
State of Kuwait and ESCWA at nation-
al, regional, and international levels.
Discussions delved into the economic,
social and environmental aspects of
development, exploring opportunities
for joint action within this framework.
(KUNA)

Moroccan poets, critics remember
Kuwaiti literary figure ‘Al-Babtain’

FEZ, Morocco, Feb 19, (KUNA): Moroc-
can poets and critics remembered Kuwaiti
literary figure Abdulaziz Al-Babtain, and
his virtues in promoting poetry and culture
in the Arab world, specifically in Morocco
as he supported literature and culture.

This came in seminar organized by the
Moroccan Association for Arab Academic
Studies and the Research Group on Mo-
roccan-Kuwaiti  Cultural Communication
in cooperation with Faculty of Letters and
Humanities as well as Sidi Mohamed Ben
Abdullah University.

Moroccan poet and critic Abdullah Al-
Alawi said in a statement to KUNA that
cultural movement in Kuwait has evolved
significantly, with rich history, as the poet
and critic Abdulaziz Al-Babtain was one of
the prominent figures in this movement.

As he recalled Al-Babtain’s support for
training courses in language and rhetoric at
Fez, Meknes and Rabat Universities during
2005-2016.

Al-Alwai also commended the Kuwaiti
figure’s organization of the Abi Al-Qasim
Al-Shabbi course in Fez in 1994 and the
Abi Tamam course in Marrakech in 2014,
furthermore, his support and dissemina-
tion of publications and libraries that “had
strong impact on the Moroccan cultural
movement”.

On his part, Moroccan poet Ahmad
Mafdy said that Al-Babtain was prominent
figure in intellectual and cultural work in
the Arab world.

He revealed that the Kuwaiti figure
helped to recognize what was obscured in
the Arab nation, a step assisting in the gath-
ering of the scattered Arab literary culture,
unify it and make it capable of influencing
minds and souls of the writers, poets and

Abdulaziz Al-Babtain

critics in the Arab world.

Nabeela Al-Hamani, a Moroccan poet
said on her part, Al-Babtain’s impact on
literature was unforgettable through his in-
stitution and would last for decades for all
the future generations.

Al-Babtain  dedicated his money,
thoughts, and efforts to the serve Arab cul-
ture and cognitive development to build
civilizations that culture and knowledge the
main foundation, as he established libraries,
including Al-Babtain Library for Arabic
Poetry in Kuwait and Al-Babtain Library at
Al-Quds University, she added.

He founded schools and universities in
many countries, established Abdulaziz Al-
Babtain Scholarship since 1974, Abdulaziz
Saud Al-Babtain’s Poetic Creativity Award, as
well as translation centers, and other entities.
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A DIGEST OF PUBLIC OPINION

Justification for legal curbs
in the Election Commission

“A GROUP of Kuwaiti women filed an
appeal against Article 16 of the draft
government law regarding the establish-
ment of the General Elections Commis-
sion, which requires women to adhere
to the rules and provisions approved
in Islamic Sharia in order to exercise
their right to contest elections and to
cast their ballots,” columnist Igbal Al-
Ahmad wrote for Al-Qabas daily.

“This group of
female lawyers
and activists con-
sidered the second
paragraph of this
article (as a group
of public benefit
associations  had
previously noted),
after approving the
establishment of the
commission, to be a
blatant  violation
of the constitution,
calling for a review of the draft law and
the abolition of the aforementioned article.

“A clear and direct question, with
no confusion or circumvention: What
is the justification for the legal controls
in the conditions of work in the Elec-
tion Commission? Has non-compliance
with Sharia controls, according to the
“intentions” of some legislators, be-
come an obstacle and a barrier to some
of the rights of Kuwaiti women, similar
to men, and to a group of women that
“these” considered outside the scope of
Islamic Sharia, and therefore it is per-
missible for them to acknowledge or
deny their rights, contrary to what the
Constitution stipulates?

“This type of guardianship, which some
legislators adopted, has become an unjusti-
fied obstacle to the principle of freedoms
and rights for a group of Kuwaiti women,
whom they considered to be outside their
“concept” of religious commitment, be-
cause this is considered discrimination and
deprivation of one of their rights.

“Unfortunately, we in Kuwait have
become restricted by the thinking and ap-
proach of “some legislators” of some laws,
which stipulate certain rights for Kuwaiti
women, according to their convictions,
their orientations, and their belief. Re-
search the legislator’s intent in setting this
condition, and are women’s rights in Ku-
wait today linked to who legislates?

“It is very possible that a day or two
before the elections, if this clause is ap-
proved, a regulation will be drawn up
to implement it, requiring the woman
voter to “veil” as a condition for adher-
ing to the Sharia controls, especially in
the absence of a “clear and complete ex-
planation” of the meaning of the Sharia
controls, and what they mean precisely.

“As for the content of this in the
Muslim woman’s commitment to all the
main obligations, which are crystallized
by moral behavior and dealing with oth-
ers, and what Islam calls for in terms of
honesty, good deeds, and so on, it does
not matter in this part.

“But if a corrupt, thief, liar, and hypo-
crite man comes forward and exercises
his right to vote, the doors are open to
him, because the “legal controls” part is
not required of him as a man.

“The Sharia law, according to their un-
derstanding, is required according to the
external appearance only, and therefore
if we adopt their understanding of mat-
ters, we will allow the thief and the cor-
rupt men, and even some women who are
considered in their view to be committed
to the “legitimate controls” formally, but
they are not devoid of some behaviors that
do not please God or His Prophet (PBUH)
, while women who do not meet the “le-
gitimate controls” formally according to
their interpretation, according to their own
view, and according to their priorities, are
prohibited from voting.

“If ‘legitimate controls’ are to be
applied to women “out of justice” as a
condition for election what is the stan-
dard for this for men?

“Will T have to take a hijab in my
car to put it on my head before I enter
the electoral headquarters, and as soon
as I finish voting and leave the hall, I
remove it from my head? Is this hypoc-
risy acceptable to you, and falls within
the framework of adherence to the legal
controls for Muslim women?

“What about Kuwaiti Christians? How
will it be dealt with if Sharia controls are
adopted as a condition for election? Who
is authorized to interpret or determine the
meaning of legal controls?

“l understand that some women in
some institutions and private bodies have
accepted to wear the hijab based on the
requirements of work and staying in their
positions, and this certainly stems from
their own convictions, and we respect
that, but for this to be generalized to the
women of Kuwait is unacceptable, and
does not comply with Article Seven of
the Constitution of Kuwait which begins
with “justice, freedom, and equality are the
pillars of society,” and the word “justice”
preceded others due to its importance in
our great constitution.”

Also:

“I recently spent two days in Riyadh
attending the Gulf Forum, a significant

lqbal Al-Ahmad

event held in the Kingdom for the first
time. This marks a pivotal moment in-
dicating the opening of doors for the
forum, which had previously traversed
the Gulf but encountered regional ob-
stacles. Now, with the prospect of a col-
lective welcome, the Riyadh leg of the
forum holds the key to hope,” columnist
Abdullah Bishara wrote for Al-Qabas
daily.

“The forum’s agenda primarily fo-
cused on exploring the relationship
between development and culture, em-
phasizing the role of culture in driving
successful development projects.

“Research papers delved into this
nexus, highlighting the importance of
cultural factors in shaping development
outcomes. Given the expertise of many
participants in cultural affairs, discus-
sions were insightful and constructive.

“During my stay, a Saudi friend in-
vited me to dine at Petite Mason, a re-
nowned restaurant chain with branches
in various capitals, including London.
It was an eye-opening experience to
witness Saudi women dining alone,
without male companions or special ar-
rangements.

“This sight, with the number of wom-
en surpassing that of men, was unprec-
edented in my twelve years in Riyadh. It
undoubtedly prompts visitors to ponder
the significant changes underway in the
Kingdom.

“Indeed, Saudi Arabia has undergone
a transformative ‘“‘white revolution,”
propelled by enlightened leadership that
recognizes the imperative of change and
alignment with global trends. This evo-
lution is grounded in a reevaluation of
Islamic principles, embracing universal
values while rejecting archaic supersti-
tions. However, such progress necessitates
overcoming deep-seated societal caution
and fear, paving the way for gradual open-
ness across various spheres of life.

“Remarkably, these changes have un-
folded smoothly, eliciting widespread
acceptance and enthusiasm, particularly
among the youth.

“The Kingdom’s leadership, un-
der King Salman bin Abdulaziz and
Crown Prince Muhammad bin Salman,
has charted a visionary course toward
economic diversification, innovation,
and societal reform. The ambitious
thirty-year plan reflects a commitment
to prosperity, rational governance, and
knowledge-based progress.

“The Kingdom’s trajectory under
Prince Muhammad bin Salman’s lead-
ership has defied expectations, ushering
in an era of unprecedented dynamism
and opportunity.

“Notably, the dismantling of traditional
power structures and the promotion of
rational discourse mark significant depar-
tures from the past while religious and so-
cial authorities once wielded considerable
influence, their role is evolving in tandem
with societal changes.

“The enduring impact of Saudi Ara-
bia’s transformation will reverberate
throughout the Gulf region, challenging
entrenched norms and inspiring pro-
gressive thinking. Kuwait, in particular,
must prepare for the inevitable shifts
ahead, embracing the principles of rea-
son, knowledge, and societal advance-
ment.”

g a Q

“Allah Almighty says in Surah Al-
Zukhruf: ‘“We did not wrong them, they
were the wrongdoers.” We said and all
of Kuwait said it with us -- except the
stakeholders -- that the sublime speech
during the oath-taking meant every
word uttered. At the time, we did not
hear the members of the dissolved Na-
tional Assembly make any sound and
they replaced the words with loud ap-
plause!” columnist Talal Al-Saeed
wrote for Al-Seyassah daily.

“His Highness the Prime Minister ad-
dressed the members of the Assembly:
“You are my partners in development.’
It was as if he gave them the green light
to raise the ceiling of the parliamentary
speech, until they signed the prohibition,
transgressed the authorities of the supreme
leadership, and tried to tamper with the
constants to move the street, imagining
that this is the way to protect the Assembly
from dissolution. They tried to repeat the
notorious experience with the slogans, ‘we
will not allow you’, ‘we will not submit to
you’ and the like!

“A solution was waiting. Did the
solution wrong them or were they the
wrongdoers?

The other important aspect is that HH
the Amir showed them the shortcom-
ings and warned them publicly -- on
live television, about the consequences
of continuing what they did. However,
the statement of His Highness the Prime
Minister, which did not agree at all with
the royal statement, was another green
light for some members. He went too
far when he said: ‘I will not allow my
history to play the role of an interim
government to dissolve the Assembly.’
His Highness added: ‘We are coming
with the spirit of cooperation. I will not
allow myself or my history to play this
role!”

— Gompiled by PFX Fernandes

Severely disabled exempted: CSC

‘Fingerprint attendance is must’

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 19: The Civil Ser-
vice Commission (CSC) stressed that
there is no exemption from fingerprint at-
tendance system for government employ-
ees except for those with severe or mod-
erate disabilities, reports Al-Qabas daily.

In a letter the CSC has confirmed that
employees with severe or moderate dis-
abilities must submit to their respective
workplaces a letter issued by the Public

Authority for Disabled Affairs stating
that “their disability does not enable them
to have a fingerprint to prove attendance,
in implementation of Civil Service Coun-
cil Resolution No. 8 of the year 2017.

A source revealed told the daily that
there is no retreat from the commitment
to fingerprint attendance as a means of
proving attendance for all employees of
government institutions and agencies.

Ruling upheld, expat acquitted in forgery issue

March 4 trial set for three in ‘judge fire’ case

By Jaher Al-Hamoud
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 19: The Criminal Court has set
the session of March 4 for the trial of the case filed
against a ruling family member and two Bedoun
residents who are accused of setting fire to Judge
Sultan Buresli’s property. According to the case file,

bing cash transit vehicles, especially after he was
jailed for committing a similar incident in 2004,
and was released from prison two years ago.

The two suspects had used a motorcycle
for carrying out their operation, and they later
changed the color of the motorbike from red to

black to avoid being caught.”
a a Q

officers from the Criminal Security Sector’s Capital

Investigation Department and Anti-Financial Crimes
Department arrested the two Bedoun suspects from a

livestock pen in Kabad.

These two suspects already have a criminal re-
cord of drug abuse. One of them is known for rob-

Ruling upheld: The Misdemeanor Section in
the Court of Appeals upheld the ruling of a lower
court that had previously acquitted an expatriate
of forging an acknowledgment of debt amounting
to KD170,000, reports Al-Seyassah daily.

the value of the check is cashed.”

Case files indicate that the victim’s agent said
the accused had earlier issued a payment order,
obligating the victim to pay KD170,000 as he fab-
ricated an acknowledgment of debt on the basis
of which the aforementioned payment order was
issued by adding the phrase “cash amounts until

The defendant’s lawyer, Attorney Inaam Haid-
er, drew the court’s attention to the grave error,

the statement of the victim’s agent.

the contradiction in the descriptive registration,
the lax reporting, the maliciousness and fabrica-
tion of the accusation, while confirming the un-
reasonableness of portraying the incident as per

Drug addicts try to run over cops
at checkpoint in attempt to flee

Bedoun accuses neighbor, juvenile son of harassment, threats

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 19: In
a proactive move, the vigi-
lant patrol officers of the
Ahmadi Security Director-
ate intercepted two individu-
als in a vehicle along Umm
Al-Hayman Road during
the early hours of yesterday.
These individuals, identified
as drug users, attempted to
evade inspection and even
resorted to endangering the
lives of security men by at-
tempting to run them over,
reports Al-Anba daily.

According to reports, the swift
response of the police thwarted the
reckless attempt, leading to the ap-
prehension of the suspects. Upon
inspection, a cache of illicit sub-
stances, including hashish, marijua-
na, and chemical pills, along with
drug paraphernalia, was discovered
in their possession.

The individuals, along with the con-
fiscated narcotics, were promptly hand-
ed over to the General Administration
for Narcotics Control for further pro-
cessing and legal action.

In a separate incident later in the eve-
ning, officers from the Jahra Security
Directorate apprehended a citizen on
Al-Salmi Road, who was found to have
a history of drug-related offenses. Sus-
picion arose when authorities noticed a
parked vehicle, leading to a precaution-
ary search which yielded a significant
quantity of hashish, shabu, chemical
substances, narcotic pills, and related
paraphernalia.

The individual, along with the seized
contraband, was promptly transported
to the General Administration for Drug
Control for necessary procedures and
legal proceedings.
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Expat woman acquitted: An investi-
gation by the criminal security sector,
specifically the Maidan Hawalli Inves-
tigations team, has exonerated an expa-
triate woman who was accused by her
husband’s son of neglecting her respon-
sibilities towards his juvenile brother,
resulting in the brother’s involvement
in four criminal cases and subsequent
imprisonment for three years, reports
Al-Anba daily .

The expatriate woman, born in
1987, was reported by her husband’s

son upon his return to Kuwait from
Saudi Arabia.

He alleged that his brother, under the
care of his stepmother, had been ne-
glected, leading to his involvement in
kidnapping, indecent assault, drug use,
and substance abuse cases, for which he
received a three-year sentence in a juve-
nile detention center.

The informant lodged his com-
plaint at the Maidan Hawalli police
station, citing negligence in the care
of a minor.

However, upon investigation, it was
revealed that the accused stepmother
had not neglected her duties towards
the juvenile. Instead, it was found
that the juvenile had been leaving the
house without her knowledge or con-
sent, engaging in illicit activities that
led to his criminal involvement. The
accused stepmother maintained that
she had been diligent in her care for
the children and regularly visited her
son in prison.

Further inquiries into the background
of the informant, the juvenile’s brother,
uncovered that he had a history of leav-
ing the country and had multiple crimi-
nal cases against him.

The investigation concluded that
the juvenile’s behavior, rather than
any negligence on the part of the ac-
cused stepmother, was the root cause
of his criminal activities. The expatriate
woman was therefore acquitted of the
charges against her.

a a Q

Bedoun says abused: Abdullah Qun-
ais, an undocumented resident (bedoun)
born in 1991, lodged a formal complaint
with the Jaber Al-Ahmad police station.
He reported an incident that occurred
at eleven o’clock last night, involving
a citizen and his underage son. Qunais
alleged that the neighbor’s son not only
verbally abused him but also threatened
him with severe harm. Additionally,
both the father and son vandalized the
door of Qunais’s residence, reports Al-
Anba daily.

According to a security source, di-
rectives were issued to summon the
accused citizen, who cooperatively ap-
peared before authorities. When ques-
tioned about his son’s involvement,
he claimed ignorance about his where-
abouts, stating that the son had left
immediately after the altercation and
hadn’t returned. The motive behind the
insults, threats, and property damage re-
mains unclear.

The case has been forwarded to the
General Administration for Juvenile
Protection for further investigation.

Drug pills and other items seized from the drug addicts.

Victim shifts hlame

Man facing 15 years in
Kidnap bid ‘acquitted’
KUWAIT CITY, Feb 19: A citizen accused of kidnap-

ping has been acquitted by the Court of Appeals, over-
turning a previous sentence of 15 years imprisonment.

The case revolved around allega-
tions made by a girl who claimed
she was deceived into being kid-
napped, reports Al-Anba daily .

Representing the accused, law-
yer Jarrah Al-Sharika pointed out
the inconsistencies in the victim’s
statements during the investiga-
tion, as well as the lack of substan-
tial technical evidence supporting
her claims.

Al-Sharika emphasized that his

Al-Sharika

client had no involvement in the incident whatso-
ever, asserting that the accusation was fabricated
and driven by malice. Crucially, the victim herself
denied in court that the accused was responsible for

the alleged kidnapping.
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A Municipality inspector is writing a citation.

Stores, markets targeted
in Municipality campaign

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 19: The Emergency and Rapid Interven- et
tion Team in Hawalli recently conducted an on-site inspection to 00
ensure that local stores and markets are complying with munici-
pal regulations and standards. During the inspection, a total of 9
violations were discovered, reports Al-Rai daily.

Ibrahim Al-Sabaan, the head of the emergency and rapid
intervention team in the governorate, elaborated on the na-
ture of the violations. They ranged from failure to renew °0
advertising licenses for stores to the unauthorized display
of goods outside of establishments prior to obtaining proper
licensing. Additionally, warnings were issued for encroach-
ing on state property, with imminent measures for removal.

Al-Sabaan emphasized the importance of adherence to regu-
lations among shop owners to avoid violations and subsequent
fines, which could potentially result in administrative closure.

He urged business proprietors to uphold the law diligently to f@ n
maintain a smooth operation within the municipality.
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Third phase of ongoing initiative

Gulf Bank launches environmental sustainability

initiative in partnersh

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 19: Follow-
ing the specified timeline, Gulf Bank
has launched the “A Step Towards
Change” environmental sustainability
initiative, aimed at shifting societal
habits by promoting the use of reus-
able bags, in partnership with Mishref
Cooperative Society. Over the course
of a week, the initiative involves dis-
tributing around 20,000 reusable bags
at Mishref Co-op, accompanied by
various informative events.

Gulf Bank had earlier revealed the
timetable for executing the initiative
within the participating co-ops, which
include Al-Dahiya and Al-Mansou-
riah, Al-Shamiya and Al-Shuwaikh,
Al-Rawda and Hawally, Kaifan, and
Mishref. This disclosure took place
in the presence of bank officials, rep-
resentatives from the Environment
Public Authority, and the Committee
for Environmental, Food, and Water
Security in the National Assembly.

On this occasion, Mr. Fahad Al-
Sharah, Assistant Manager of Corpo-
rate Communications at Gulf Bank,
stated: “We are pleased at Gulf Bank
to have partnered with Mishref Co-op
for the third phase of our environ-
mental sustainability initiative, ‘A
Step Towards Change,’” following the
participation of Al-Dahiya and Al-
Mansouriah Co-op, and Al-Shamiya
and Al-Shuwaikh Co-op.”

He continued, saying: “Our pri-
mary objective is to instigate a change
in behavior within society, and we are
working closely with Mishref Co-op
to achieve this. Through the distribu-
tion of reusable bags and encouraging
customers to reduce their plastic con-
sumption, we hope to make signifi-
cant progress.”

Al-Sharrah conveyed optimism that
this initiative would actively contrib-
ute to shaping government decisions
and laws, compelling both institutions
and individuals to minimize plastic
usage. Ultimately, this effort is ex-
pected to contribute significantly to
the protection of Kuwait’s environ-
ment from the significant harm caused
by plastic bags.

He further emphasized that this ini-
tiative is part of Gulf Bank’s annual
commitment to implement various in-

ip with Mishref Cooperati

=

Cooperative Society officials.

itiatives aimed at reinforcing the prin-
ciples of environmental sustainability
within the community. Gulf Bank be-
lieves that the journey of a thousand
miles begins with a single step, and
they found it fitting to initiate this
program with selected major co-ops
in Kuwait. Around 100,000 reusable
bags will be distributed to the selected
co-ops, marking the first step towards
changing behavior, and becoming an
integral part of their daily lives.

He added, “This initiative is rooted
in Gulf Bank’s 2025 strategy, with the
goal of establishing principles of en-
vironmental, social, and governance
sustainability. It aligns with the coun-
try’s environmental strategy under the
vision of ‘New Kuwait 2035,” as well
as legislation related to the environ-
ment, laws safeguarding the environ-
ment, resource conservation, pollu-
tion reduction, environmental safety,
ecosystem rehabilitation, biodiver-
sity protection, waste management
efficiency improvement, utilization of
renewable energy, and building and
developing national capabilities in en-
vironmental work.”

Mr. Abdullah Adel Al-Qallaf, Board
Member of Mishref Co-op, expressed
satisfaction with the partnership with
Gulf Bank in the “A Step Towards

Change” initiative, highlighting their
commitment to driving societal pro-
gress towards decreased plastic con-
sumption. Furthermore, he stressed the
introduction of a “Fast Track” service
by the co-op for shareholders who uti-
lize reusable bags, with the aim of pro-
moting their ongoing use.

Gulf Bank’s vision is to be the lead-
ing Kuwaiti Bank of the future. The
Bank is constantly engaging and em-
powering its employees as part of an
inclusive and diversified workplace in
recognition of every employee’s role
in delivering customer excellence and
serving the community at large. With
its extensive network of branches
and innovative digital services, Gulf
Bank is able to give its customers the
choice of how and where to conduct
their banking transactions, all while
ensuring a simple and seamless bank-
ing experience.

Gulf Bank is committed to main-
taining robust developments in sus-
tainability at environmental, social
and governance levels through di-
verse sustainability initiatives, stra-
tegically selected to benefit the Bank
both internally and externally. Gulf
Bank supports Kuwait Vision 2035
“New Kuwait” and works with vari-
ous parties to achieve it.

‘Parents cannot choose their

ve 11-grade children’s sections’

‘Ensure firms don’t evade payment to KFAS’

By Abdul Rahman Al-Shammari

Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff
and Agencies

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 19:
Parents of eleventh-grade
students will no longer be
able to intervene in choos-
ing scientific and humanity
sections, as the guidance re-
port that was distributed to
students in the tenth grade
of secondary school to de-
termine their academic in-
terest included the opinion
of two teachers of the scien-
tific subjects (science and
mathematics) and the liter-
ary subjects (humanities,
languages, social sciences,

and Islamic Education).

This is aimed at directing stu-
dents to educational paths consist-
ent with their academic achieve-
ment levels, in addition to the
opinion of the psychological re-
searcher.

According to educational sources,
most students suffer from pressure
and conflict in choosing between
science and humanities due to the
interference of their parents if their
children’s desires differ from their
desire to choose the quality of their
education and how to direct their
academic future.

Some students are forced to
change their orientation as a result
of their low achievement in aca-
demic subjects, or sometimes in one
subject, which pushes them towards
changing their academic path, but
the pressures from their parents push
them to choose a path that does not
suit their abilities.

The sources stated that the Minis-

Eid Al-Fitr holidays

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 19: This
year’s Eid Al-Fitr holiday will
be six days if the holy month of
Ramadan completes 30 days,
reports Al-Anba daily quoting
sources.

Sources disclosed that based
on the above, April 9 is the last
day of Ramadan; so Eid Al-Fitr
will be three days from April
10-12 (Wednesday, Thursday
and Friday), in addition to
April 14 (Sunday) which will
be declared a rest day in lieu of
Friday (April 12) and this needs
Cabinet approval. If approved,
the Eid holiday will be six days.

However, if the holy month
does not complete 30 days; the
Eid holiday will be three days
only — from April 9-11 (Tues-
day, Wednesday and Thurs-
day), sources added.

try of Education directed each stu-
dent to sign a declaration to choose
the division that suits their inclina-
tions, starting from the second se-
mester of the tenth grade.

They explained that a successful
student in the tenth grade of sec-
ondary school from the scientific or
humanities section can move to the
other section within a period of two
weeks from the start of the academic
year in the eleventh grade, upon a
written request from the student’s
guardian if he finds it difficult to
study the scientific or humanities’
subjects.

In another development, follow-
ing the discovery of several compa-
nies evading payment to the Kuwait
Foundation for the Advancement

of Sciences, auditors of joint-stock
companies have been tasked with
preventing such evasion in the fu-
ture. These companies were found
to have failed in paying their obli-
gations, which typically amount to
about 1 percent of their net profits,
reports Al-Jarida daily.

In response to this issue, the Min-
istry of Commerce and Industry has
officially instructed all corporate au-
ditors to include a clarification in the
notes of the annual budget, indicat-
ing any company’s non-compliance
with payment to the scientific ad-
vancement fund.

Specialization

This decision applies to all joint-
stock companies, irrespective of
their type or specialization, start-
ing from the annual report for the
fiscal year 2023. Most companies
are still in the process of prepar-
ing their financial statements and
have yet to hold their general as-
semblies.

According to sources, this ini-
tial step is expected to be followed
by further measures in the future.
These measures may include pen-
alties such as disqualification from
competing for government tenders
and non-approval by the General
Assembly. Additional procedures
will be studied and implemented if
the current observation recording
process fails to yield the desired
results.

The sources clarified that only a
small percentage of companies are
non-compliant, while the major-
ity fulfill their obligations annually.
Moreover, the allocated percentage,
which is 1 percent of net profits, is
considered minimal and does not
impose a significant burden on the
companies. In contrast, other coun-
tries impose taxes at much higher
rates, sometimes up to 20 times the
“scientific progress” share.
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Al-Wogian’s literary contributions hailed

29th Qurain Cultural Festival

honors veteran Kuwaiti poet

By Shahd Kamal

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 19, (KUNA): The
29th Qurain Cultural Festival honored Dr.
Khalifa Al-Wogian - a celebrated Kuwaiti
poet and a co-founder of the National Coun-
cil for Culture, Arts and Letters (NCCAL),
in recognition of his literary contributions
to the Kuwaiti cultural movement.

Dr. Al-Woqian spoke about his literary
and poetic journey at a symposium organ-
ized by NCCAL to honor him at the Four
Seasons Hotel Kuwait on Saturday evening
in collaboration with Al-Manar Center.

He thanked the organizers of the festi-
val for selecting him as personality of this
year’s edition of the event.

On his part, NCCAL Secretary-General
Dr. Mohammad Al-Jassar said the Council is
proud of its annual tradition of honoring liter-
ary trailblazers such as Dr. Al-Wogian who
had outstanding contributions to the cultural
movement in Kuwait and the Arab world.

“NCCAL is keen on handing down the
trailblazing experiments of veteran literary
celebrities to the younger generation to insti-
gate the progress of the cultural movement,”
Dr. Al-Jassar said in statements to KUNA.

Dr. Salem Khaddadeh, professor of Ara-
bic literature, said in similar statements to
KUNA, that Dr. Al-Wogqian, an old friend
of him, deserved the honoring for the nu-
merous poetic and literary collections he

has authored over the past 40 years.

Born in Kuwait City, on October 10,
1941, Dr. Al-Wogqian got his BA in Arabic
from Kuwait University in 1970, MA in Ar-
abic poetry in 1974, and PhD from Egypt’s
Ain Shams University in 1980.

Opened on Sunday, February 11, at
Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Cultural Center
under auspices of His Highness the Prime
Minister Sheikh Mohammad Sabah Al-
Salem Al-Sabah, the 29th Qurain Cultural
Festival lasts until February 22.

MoH eyes ten ambulance centers this year

By Marwa Al-Bahrawi
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff and
Agencies

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 19: Assistant Under-
secretary for Allied Medical Services Affairs
at the Ministry of Health Dr. Abdullah Al-
Faras announced that the ministry will launch
ten ambulance centers this year, which will
bring the total number of ambulance centers
and ambulances in the country to 86 centers
and 200 ambulances respectively.

In a speech delivered during the launch
of the conference titled “Emergency Medi-
cal Services... Current Reality and Future
Aspirations” on behalf of the conference
sponsor Minister of Health Dr. Ahmad Al-
Awadhi, Dr. Al-Faras affirmed the keen-
ness of the ministry to support the medical
emergency system by refining the skills of
technical and medical personnel and the
services provided to the public.

He indicated that 100 new ambulances
were received this year, keeping pace with
the latest global technological develop-
ments, which includes the latest develop-
ments in automatic linking technology that
comes in the context of this support.

Dr. Al-Faras said the ministry pays spe-
cial attention to this vital and important spe-
cialty, stressing its keenness to support and
develop emergency medical services and
launch a new fleet of ambulances, through
the government’s 100-day work program.

He explained that the annual medical
emergency conference includes 40 scientific
papers, ten sessions and three workshops on
emergency medical services with regard to
air or sea ambulance services and how to
deal with disasters and crises, either through
preparedness or tracking and reviewing
models for dealing with major accidents.

The conference embodies the ministry’s
keenness and constant commitment to keep
pace with the latest technologies and scien-

tific developments related to medical emer-
gencies, sharing experiences and exchang-
ing future visions, and enhancing scientific
and professional cooperation between spe-
cialists in this field.

It emulates the conference’s slogan by
emphasizing quality and accreditation, cri-
sis management, sustainability of training,
preparedness for disasters and emergencies
of all kinds, and keeping pace with new
technologies, equipment, and ambulances.

Dr. Al-Faras affirmed that the ministry
will not be stingy in supporting medical
emergency personnel to make their profes-
sion attractive, highlighting their role in
the relief bridge for the people of Gaza and
their soon-awaited mission to accompany
and receive the wounded in Gaza.

In addition, the Chairman of the confer-
ence and the Director of the Medical Emer-
gency Department Dr. Ahmad Al-Shatti
explained that the total number of urgent
reports in the year 2023 reached 126,000.
The total number of cases transported by
ambulances was 128,000, and the response
rate was ten minutes. He expressed his opti-
mism that the new ambulances will contrib-
ute to reducing this time.

Dr. Al-Shatti revealed that the number of
road accident victims transported by ambu-
lances was 8,757 cases, while 808 victims
were transported by air ambulance, 91 were
evacuated to and from Kuwait, and 6,662
cases of coverage of various events, adding
that the number of mock exercises held in-
creased from nine in 2021 to 92, which is
equivalent to seven times.

He said that the conference has a special
status, because it comes ten years after the
organization of the last medical emergency
conference, in addition to the fact that it
coincides with the country’s celebrations
of national holidays, and with the Kuwait
Ambulance Day that falls on February 20
this year.
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Harvard program honoring ceremony.

CBK honors graduates of 15th Harvard Business School’s executive development program

Under the patronage of the Governor of
the Central Bank of Kuwait (CBK) and
Chairman of the Board of Directors of
the Kuwait Institute of Banking Studies
(KIBS), Basel A. Al-Haroon, CBK honored
the graduates of the annual executive
education program delivered by Harvard
Business School, titled “Navigating the
Future: Leading Financial Institutions in
an Era of Innovation and Transformation”.
This program aims to develop executives

and managed by KIBS.

ates in attendance.

Message from Indian Ambassador

THE Ambassador of India to Kuwait HE Dr
Adarsh Swaika in his message said, “I extend
my warm greetings to
the leadership, the Gov-
ernment, and the people
of the friendly State of
Kuwait on the happy oc-
casion of National Day
and Liberation Day of
Kuwait.

“On behalf of the Gov-
ernment and people of
the Republic of India,”
he said, “particularly the
Indian community in Ku-
wait, I take this oppor-
tunity to convey my best
wishes for the continued
good health and personal well-being of His

Dr Swaika

Abolish slavery

Continued from Page 1

Your Highness the Prime Minis-
ter, as an economist you understand
what it means to depend on migrant
workers. You know their vital con-
tributions to the national economy,
and how this ensures prosperity for
the state.

Therefore, solving this problem re-
quires working in a creative manner,
similar to what other Gulf countries
have done, which today occupy the
highest ranks in international devel-
opment indicators, and have removed
their name from human trafficking
reports.

Your Highness the Prime Min-
ister, humanitarian work is not
limited to sending aid abroad, but
rather the most important thing is
to unify the Kuwaiti personality in
this field, and get rid of the discon-
nect between humanity and human
trafficking.

Airfare costs

Continued from Page 1

and Paris, with some travelers opt-
ing to extend their vacations. Mean-
while, nearby destinations like Dubai
and Jeddah remain popular due to the
brevity of the holiday.

To manage the anticipated influx
of passengers effectively, airport
authorities have devised a compre-
hensive plan in collaboration with
operating agencies. This includes
continuous monitoring, the deploy-
ment of round-the-clock teams, and
ensuring operational readiness to
minimize congestion and facilitate
smooth travel experiences for pas-
sengers.

In addition to popular nearby desti-
nations like Dubai and Cairo, distant
cities such as London, Rome, and
Paris also witness significant travel
demand during this holiday period.

Meanwhile, the Directorate Gener-
al of Civil Aviation (DGCA) said on
Monday that the total of passengers
that traveled through to and from Ku-
wait International Airport last Janu-
ary reached 1.427,684 passengers.

In a statement to KUNA, DGCA’s
Acting Director-General Emad Al-
Jalawi noted that Kuwait’s Inter-
national Airport witnessed a rise in
passenger traffic by 5 percent and in
flights by 10 pct. Whereas air ship-
ping increased by 34 pct compared to
the year prior.

He affirmed that last January, the
number of arrivals reached 719,092
and the departures reached 708,592.

He explained that the number of
flights operated from and to Kuwait
International Airport reached 11,063
flights compared to 10,098 in 2023.

Al-Jalawi revealed the cargo traffic
amounted to a total of 19 million kgs,
where the volume of inbound cargo
reached 15.2 million kg and the out-
bound cargo reached 3.8 million kg.

He stated that the most popular
destinations during last January were
Dubai, Cairo, Jeddah, Istanbul, and
Doha.

Al-Sabah.

partnership.

Amir’s state

Continued from Page 1

Ambassador Al-Mahmoud stressed
in a statement to KUNA the depth of
the Kuwaiti-Qatari relations due to a
common history and a shared future
between the two nations.

He added that the two wise leaders
were keen on taking those relations
further to explore new horizons on all
levels, including political, economic
and enhancing joint cooperation, in
addition to exchanging frequent vis-
1ts.

The Ambassador stressed that un-
der the directives of Sheikh Tamim
bin Hamad Al-Thani, Amir of Qatar,
the relations with Kuwait is a top pri-
ority for Qatar and that the he feels
home in Kuwait and its people who
respect and appreciate his homeland.

He praised the cooperation and
coordination between the two coun-
tries’ governments on all issues of
common interests for the prosperity
and progress of the two countries un-
der His Highness the Amir of Kuwait
and the Amir of Qatar.

On the economic side, Ambassador
Al-Mahmoud said that Kuwait and
Qatar signed in January 2020 a 15
years sale and purchase agreement to
annually supply Kuwait three million
tons of liquefied natural gas.

He added that this agreement con-
tributed to strengthening the bilateral
relations between Kuwait and Qatar
and reflected the commitment to de-
velop the partnerships and strengthen
the solid bonds and that he looks for-
ward for more cooperation opportu-
nities and investments in all sectors.

On the relations regarding culture,
society, art, science, sports and other
fields, the ambassador said that it
was witnessing remarkable develop-
ments as Qatar organized many local,
regional and international events, in-
cluding the “International Horticul-
tural Expo 2023 Doha” from October
2, 2023 to March 28, 2024 in which
Kuwait participated with a distin-
guished pavilion that witnessed a big
turnout of visitors.

He also pointed out to the social
communication between the Qataris
and Kuwaitis, which confirms the
deep-rooted ties between the people
of the two countries.

Ambassador Al-Mahmoud stressed
that Qatar was awaiting the visit
of His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
which benefited the two countries and
all Gulf countries regarding regional
relations and international partner-
ships with the aim of achieving more
accomplishments though joint Gulf
action.

The upcoming visit by His High-
ness the Amir Sheikh Mishal Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah to Qatar
would add to the strength of the dec-
ades-long ties and boost the level of
cooperation between the leaderships
and people of both countries.

After the independence of Qatar in
1971, Kuwait recognized the fellow
Gulf country, extending diplomatic
ties and exchanging Ambassadors.

In 1972, then Amir of Qatar Sheikh
Khalifa bin Hamad Al-Thani sent a
number of Qatari diplomats to train in

in the banking and financial sector and is
a part of the “Kafa’a” initiative to develop
national cadres which was launched by
CBK in cooperation with Kuwaiti banks

The ceremony was held on Monday, 19
February, with representatives from Kuwaiti
banks, companies from inside and outside
of Kuwait, CBK, KIBS as well as the gradu-

CBK congratulated the graduates and

Kafa’a initiative.

Highness the Amir Sheikh Meshal Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and His Highness the Prime
Minister Sheikh Dr Mohammad Sabah Al-Salem

“Our excellent bilateral relationship extends
beyond the centuries-old historical and cultural
linkages that encompass political, trade, eco-
nomic and vibrant people-to-people ties. The
relationship is evolving into a multi-faceted

“India remains committed to working closely
with Kuwait in enhancing our bilateral coopera-
tion in all spheres. I thank our Kuwaiti friends
for all the love, warmth and care they extend to
the Indian community in Kuwait. Let the joyous
occasions of National and Liberation Days of
Kuwait be a harbinger of continued peace, pro-
gress and prosperity of the people of the State of
Kuwait,” the message added.

Kuwait in addition to several military
personnel who also received training
under the guidance of the Kuwaiti
Defense Ministry.

Perhaps the embodiment of the
true strength of relations came during
the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait in 1990
when Qatar expressed condemnation
of the act and called for the with-
drawal of invading troops.

Qatar followed words of condem-
nation with acts of solidarity, hosting
some 9,300 Kuwaiti citizens during
the invasion period.

The Qatari troops took part in the
operations to liberate Kuwait from
the invading Iraqi troops in 1991,
joining in the international coalition’s
ground operations between January
29 and February first, to achieve this
noble goal.

After the liberation, Qatar contin-
ued to provide logistic assistance to
Kuwait, helping in the renovation and
construction of several sectors in the
country.

Relations continued to go on an
upward trend and in 2002, the two
countries established the joint high
Kuwaiti-Qatari committee aimed at
finding all means to boost ties and
coordinate efforts regionally and in-
ternationally.

Kuwait played a pivotal role in
mending fences among GCC coun-
tries that entered an “Ambassadors’
withdrawal” crisis in 2014 and also
the late Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ah-
mad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah also played
a crucial role in resolving the “Gulf
crisis” that followed between Saudi
Arabia, the UAE, and Bahrain on one
side and Qatar on the other.

In a show of gratitude, Qatar
launched on February 25, 2019,
Sabah Al- Ahmad Corridor under
the orders of Qatar’s Amir Sheikh
Tamim bin Hamad Al-Thani, the first
vast infrastructure project bearing the
name of a Gulf and Arab leader.

On the security and defense levels,
the two countries have signed sev-
eral cooperation protocols and agree-
ments to develop their defensive and
security capabilities. In line with the
agreements, Kuwait had taken par-
take in security duties in the 2022
FIFA World Cup, which was held in
Qatar.

On the economic level, in 1999,
Kuwait and Qatar launched a joint
financing company to provide ser-
vices to Qatar consumers according
to the Islamic Sharia with a capital
of around KD four million (around
USD 13 million). Kuwait has around
49 percent of the capital, while Qatar
owns 51 percent.

In 2018, the regular maritime line
between Qatar’s Hamad and Ku-
wait’s Shuwaikh seaports was estab-
lished to transfer goods and passen-
gers revitalizing private sectors ties.

On the Petroleum level, Kuwait
Petroleum Corporation (KPC) and
the QatarEnegry signed an agreement
wherein the latter would provide nat-
ural gas to Kuwait for a period of 15
years starting from 2022 at three mil-
lion tons to the natural gas complex
in Al-Zour port, Kuwait.

In 2023, the Qatari government
agreed to a project to avoid double
taxation and tax evasion related to
capital and income.

called on them to continue learning to
keep pace with the ever-changing develop-
ments in the banking and financial industry
and its various changes including custom-
ers’ behavior and needs. CBK added, that
the Bank, in cooperation with local banks
and KIBS, will continue to support educa-
tion and training to grow the talent pipeline
to the benefit of the national economy,
through the various KIBS programs and the

The relationship between KIBS and Har-
vard Business School was highlighted as
it spansa period of fifteen years. The two
entities worked to develop diverse and
distinguished programs and contributed to
the development and qualification of many
executives and middle management in the
State of Kuwait and the Gulf region. In ad-
dition, KIBS underlined the great support it
receives from the CBK and Kuwaiti banks
in terms of developing these programs and

partnerships.

A number of participants in the program
spoke about the valuable experience and
knowledge they received through the pro-
gram and their gratitude for the support of
CBK, KIBS and their employers for invest-
ing in them.

In closing, the certificates were distrib-
uted to the participants and they were
wished further success, progress and
prosperity.

Program aims to drive a more
sustainable future for Kuwait

Program being delivered through recorded e-learning

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 19:
The Federation of Invest-
ment Companies has an-
nounced a collaboration
with The Conference
Board (TCB) EMEA to
launch an innovative
training program titled
“Introduction to Sustain-
able Development for
Business Leaders,” re-
ports Al-Seyassah daily.

This program, delivered
through recorded e-learning
aims to equip individuals and
institutions in Kuwait with
the knowledge and tools nec-
essary to contribute to a more
sustainable future.

Fadwa Darwish, Secretary
General of the Federation of In-
vestment Companies, expressed
pride in this initiative, highlight-
ing the federation’s expertise in
education. She emphasized that
the collaboration with TCB and
UIC will ensure the program’s
significant impact in enhancing
awareness and action for sustain-
ability in Kuwait.

The program will be accessible
through an interactive online plat-
form, offering video lectures, case
studies, quizzes, and discussion
forums.

Darwish emphasized the im-
portance of this training program
in shaping a sustainable future for
Kuwait, its financial services indus-
try, and beyond, stating that the ini-
tiative aligns with the federation’s
commitment to sustainability.

Lorne Michael Cousins, Direc-
tor of the ESG Center EMEA at
TCB, emphasized the importance
of sustainability for both the planet
and economies. He highlighted
the aim of empowering national
cadres in Kuwait’s financial ser-
vices industry with the necessary
knowledge to integrate sustaina-
bility principles into their personal
and professional lives.

By providing a strong under-
standing of sustainability matters
within their roles, the program
aims to drive a more sustainable
future for Kuwait and its financial
services industry.

Mol request Ok’d

By Inass Awadh
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 19: Kuwait
Municipality approved the Minis-
try of Interior’s request to allocate
surface parking of an area of 725
square meters in the front yard of
Rawda Police Station within Block
2, with an entrance to the parking
on the Essa Abdul Jalil Street side
(formerly Rawda Street) and an
exit on the Ali Suleiman Abu Ku-
hail Street side, according to the
plan attached to the transaction.

The technical opinion for the
transaction approved by the Direc-
tor General of the municipality Saud
Al-Dabbous stipulated adherence to
the requirements contained in the re-
sponses of the members of the sub-
committee on public services during
its meeting on September 26, 2023,
and coordination with them before
implementation.

The administration was autho-
rized to move and modify the di-
mensions and area of the site to no
more than the designated areas, in
the event that it conflicts with any
existing infrastructure services or
any regulatory reasons during in-
stallation.

gypt International
Scioace and Technology Fair
15-18 FEB 2024
CAIRO - EGYPT

Community Partners

KUNA photo
Kuwaiti students after winning the Silver medal in Int’l Science fair in Egypt.

‘Environmental engineering’

Kuwait Science Club wins Silver
medal in Int’l Science Fair in Egypt

CAIRO, Feb 19, (KUNA): Kuwait Sci-
ence Club won the silver medal Sunday
at the Egypt International Science and
Technology Exhibition (ESTEF 2024) in
the field of environmental engineering.

In a statement to KUNA, the head of
the development and competitive pro-
grams sector at the Science Club and the
head of the club delegation participating
in the exhibition, Dr. Mohammad Al-
Saffar, expressed his joy in the successive
achievements made by the Kuwaiti Sci-
ence Club in various fields and interna-
tional forums.

Al-Saffar praised the achievement
made by the Kuwaiti Science Club del-
egation at the exhibition, pointing out that
the Science Club won the silver medal in

the field of environmental engineering for
the “Helmet Plus” project by Kuwaiti stu-
dent Kawthar Nasrallah.

Al-Saffar confirmed that other Kuwaiti
projects won special awards from the ex-
hibition’s jury, including the project on
the possibility of getting rid of carbon
dioxide gas using “silica gel” in the field
of chemistry by the student Yosif Mishal,
and the project “Your Car Drinks Coffee”
in the field of chemical energy by the stu-
dent Sawsan Abdelrasol.

Al-Saffar noted the projects competing
for the exhibition prizes for this year’s
edition, which amounted to 244 projects
that were filtered out of 7,732 projects
submitted by 425 male and female stu-
dents.

Scientific research conference opens

Kuwait University strives for raising
scientific and research level: official

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 19, (KUNA): Act-
ing Chairman of Kuwait University (KU)
Meshari Al-Harbi said on Monday that
the university strived in raising its scien-
tific and research level with efforts from
relevant sectors in
their search for ev-
erything new.

KU’s scientific
research  confer-
ence (Kuwait Vi-
sion 2035... Tech-
nology, Creativity
and Innovation) in-
augurated on Mon-
day for two days in
the cultural center :
Sabah ) Al-‘Salem Al-Harbi
University city.

Al-Harbi added that according to Ar-
ticle 3 of the Public Universities bylaws,
the university must adhere to the values
of the Arab, Islamic and human values,
encourage freedom of speech and re-
search, and support scientific research.
Kuwait University had translated this by
motivating researchers through annual
competitions and awards.

Al-Harbi affirmed that during the next
stage, the university seeks to organize
meetings between university staff and the
country’s officials to present their initia-
tives on solving societal problems.

The KU’s Vice President of Research

Othman Al-Khuder expressed in a speech
that the number of participants in the Sci-
entific Posters day exceeded 322 posters,
which is a record number that is approxi-
mately 20 percent more than last year’s
participation, thanking the research sector
and all the contributors to the Scientific
research conference of 2024.

Al-Khuder mentioned that the partici-
pating posters touched on contemporary
scientific, social, and national issues,
which reflects the interests of the partici-
pating academics.

Head of the conference Haneen Al-
Ghabra said that Kuwait University is re-
sponsible for supporting research interest
and achieving progress to raise the research
level in accordance with Vision 2035.

Al-Ghabra added that the winning post-
ers were evaluated by a specialized jury
to select the outstanding posters in terms
of scientific content, research methodol-
ogy, presentation, and research outputs.

Researchers from Kuwait’s Institute
for Scientific Research (KISR), Kuwait
Foundation for the Advancement of Sci-
ences (KFAS), visiting professors from
outside Kuwait, the General Presidency
of the National Guard, Kuwait Oil Com-
pany (KOC), Environment Public Au-
thority, members of the academic staff
and students from various colleges at
Kuwait University participated in the
conference.



INTERNATIONAL

World News Roundup

Europe

Mayors face violence

Navalny widow vows
to continue his fight’

MOSCOW, Feb 19, (AP): The widow of Russian op-
position leader Alexei Navalny vowed on Monday to
continue his fight against the Kremlin while authori-
ties denied his mother access to a morgue where his
body is believed to be held after his death last week at
an Arctic penal colony.

Fighting back tears, Yulia Navalnaya accused Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin of killing her husband in
the remote prison and vowed to punish him and other
alleged perpetrators.

She also slammed the authorities, saying they were
refusing to hand over the body to Navalny’s mother
to cover-up his alleged killing, and referred to his al-
leged earlier poisoning with a Soviet-era Novichok
nerve agent.

Russian  authorities  said
that the cause for Navalny’s
death Friday at age 47 is still

- e
unknown. He had been jailed
-~ - since January 2021, when he
ra " returned to Moscow after recu-
— perating in Germany from poi-
—

soning with a Novichok-type
nerve agent that he blamed on
the Kremlin. He received three
prison terms since his arrest, on
a number of charges he has re-
jected as politically motivated.

“They are cowardly and meanly hiding his body,
refusing to give it to his mother and lying miserably
while waiting for the trace of another Putin’s Novi-
chok to disappear,” Navalnaya said.

She urged Russians to rally behind her “to share not
only the grief and endless pain that has enveloped and
gripped us, but also my rage.”

“Rage, anger, hatred for those who dared to kill our
future,” she said. “I address you with the words of
Alexey, in which I really believe: It’s not a shame to
do little, it’s a shame to do nothing. It’s a shame to let
yourself be intimidated.”

Navalnaya urged all those who mourn Navalny to
unite to fulfill his dream of a “beautiful Russia of the
future” so that “the unimaginable sacrifice” he made
would not have been in vain.

o d

Russian forces complete Avdiivka takeover:
Russian forces have completed their takeover of Av-
diivka by eliminating the last pocket of resistance at
the eastern Ukraine city’s huge coke plant, the Rus-
sian military said Monday, after the sheer weight of its
troop numbers and greater firepower drove out Kyiv’s
forces.

Moscow officials announced Saturday said they had
taken control of Avdiivka. Ukrainian forces confirmed
pulling out of the bombed-out city in what amounted
to a triumph for the Kremlin even though the four-
month battle was costly.

The victory was a morale boost for Russia, days
ahead of the two-year anniversary of its full-scale in-
vasion of its neighbor on Feb. 24 2022. For Ukraine,
the loss underscored its reliance on the supply of
Western weapons and ammunition, as hold-ups have
left it short of provisions and handicapped in the fight.

However, some Western military analysts believe
that Ukraine could counter Russia’s attempt to build
up on its Avdiivka success by trying to erect new de-
fense lines in that immediate area and deploying fresh
units to hold back Kremlin’s forces.

g o Q

Assange may he near end of his long fight:
WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange’s fight to avoid
facing spying charges in the United States may be
nearing an end following a protracted legal saga in the
U.K. that included seven years of self-exile inside a
foreign embassy and five years in prison.

Assange faces what could be his final court hear-
ing in London starting Tuesday as he tries to stop his
extradition to the U.S. The High Court has scheduled
two days of arguments over whether Assange can
ask an appeals court to block his transfer. If the court
doesn’t allow the appeal to go forward, he could be
sent across the Atlantic.

His wife says the decision is a matter of life and
death for Assange, whose health has deteriorated dur-
ing his time in custody.

g Q Q

French mayors face violence, intimidation: The
mayor of a small resort town on the Atlantic coast
of France resigned, closed his medical practice and
moved away after his house and two cars were set on
fire. The arson followed months of death threats over
plans to relocate a refugee center near a school.

More than 150 miles (240 kilometers) to the north,
trouble visited another mayor when he decided to take
in a handful of refugee families. The aim was to fill
job vacancies in the village; instead, he received a tor-
rent of abuse.

These were not isolated incidents.

Mayors, normally among the most appreciated
elected officials in France, are under attack as never
before.
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g Qa Q

Hungary declines offer to meet US senators: A
bipartisan delegation of US senators made an official
visit to Hungary’s capital Sunday and called on the
nationalist government to immediately approve Swe-
den’s request to join NATO.

Hungary is the only one of NATO’s 31 existing
members not to have ratified Sweden’s bid. The Hun-
garian government faces mounting pressure to act af-
ter delaying the move for more than 18 months since
admitting a new country to the military alliance re-
quires unanimous approval.

The visiting senators announced they would sub-
mit a joint resolution to Congress condemning al-
leged democratic backsliding in Hungary and urg-
ing the government of Prime Minister Viktor Orban
to lift its block on Sweden’s trans-Atlantic integra-
tion.

g o Q

Man admits to attacking tourists: An American
man on Monday admitted to charges of murder and
rape after he allegedly pushed two US women down
a ravine, fatally injuring one of them near Germany’s
Neuschwanstein castle last year.

The 31-year-old defendant admitted to the charges
during the start of his trial, the German news agency
dpa reported. Defendants in the German legal system
do not formally enter pleas to charges.

“The defendant has committed an unfathomable
crime,” defense lawyer Philip Mueller said in a state-
ment.

The defendant, whose name hasn’t been released
in line with German privacy rules, confirmed that his
lawyer’s statement was correct but did not answer any
questions.
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US Senator Thom Tillis, co-chair of the Senate NATO Observer Group speaks, during a press conference, in Budapest on Feb 18. Two US senators will submit a
bipartisan resolution to Congress condemning democratic backsliding in Hungary and urging its nationalist government to lift its block on Sweden’s accession into
the NATO military alliance. (AP)

Britain’s King Charles Ill, (left) and
Queen Camilla attend a Sunday
church service at St Mary Magdalene
Church in  Sandringham, Norfolk,
England on Feb 18. (AP)
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Waffle House shooting kills 1: A
shooting at a Waffle House restaurant
in Indianapolis early Monday morning
killed a woman and wounded five other
victims, police said.

Officers responded to a report of a
shooting at the restaurant on Lynhurst
Drive around 12:30 am, the Indianapolis
Metropolitan Police Department said in a
statement.

Police found five victims with gunshot
wounds who were transported to a hospi-
tal, including a woman who was in critical
condition and died at the hospital.

The wounded victims included a wom-
an and three men, who all were listed in
stable condition.

A sixth man traveled separately to a
hospital with a gunshot wound from the
shooting and was listed in critical condi-
tion, police said. (AP)

g Qa Q

3 dead at scene of domestic call:
A suburban Minneapolis community was
in mourning on Monday after authorities
said two police officers and a firefighter
were killed by a heavily armed man who
shot at them from inside a home that was
filled with children.

The shooting on Sunday in a tree-lined
neighborhood of Burnsville, Minnesota,
left a third officer wounded. The suspect,
who officials said had multiple guns and
large amounts of ammunition, also died.

Minnesota Bureau of Criminal Appre-
hension Superintendent Drew Evans said
there was an exchange of gunfire, and au-
thorities were still piecing together details
of what he described as a “terrible day.”

The firefighter, who also works as a
paramedic, was shot while providing aid
to an injured officer, Evans said. He told
reporters the paramedic was a part of a
SWAT team that had been called to a do-
mestic situation at the home.

Inside, an armed man had barricaded
himself with his family, including seven
children ranging in age from 2 to 15, Ev-
ans said. (AP)

O o Q
Calif braces for flooding: The latest

in a series of wet winter storms gained
strength in California early Monday, with
forecasters warning of possible flooding,
hail, strong winds and even brief torna-

Politics

Will it resonate with swing state voters?

Saving democracy central to Biden campaign

WASHINGTON, Feb 19, (AP): Just
blocks from the shuttered Bethle-
hem Steel plant, the Hispanic Center
Lehigh Valley was bustling on a recent
day with scores of older people eating
lunch. Downstairs, out of sight, a con-
stant stream of visitors was shopping
in its massive food pantry.

Over the past seven months, the
number of visitors to the pantry has
risen by more than a third. The center’s
executive director, Raymond Santiago,
sees that as a stark sign of something
he has felt over the past couple years:
Many in the area’s Latino commu-
nity are struggling to meet their basic
needs.

Northampton County, which in-
cludes Bethlehem, is a traditional
bellwether for Pennsylvania, one of
the most important presidential swing
states, and Latinos are a key part of
the coalition that President Joe Biden
is trying rebuild as he embarks on his
campaign for a second term. In doing
s0, the Democrat might have challeng-
es selling a crucial part of his reelec-
tion strategy.

One of the messages he has deliv-
ered in previous visits to Pennsylva-
nia is that former President Donald
Trump, the front-runner for the GOP
nomination, is a danger to American
democracy. Biden is hoping that mes-
sage energizes the same voters who
turned out four years ago, when North-
ampton County narrowly flipped to
him after supporting Trump by a thin
margin in 2016.

Based on his interactions with visi-
tors to the Hispanic center, Santiago
isn’t so sure. It’s the price of grocer-
ies and lack of affordable housing that
dominate conversations there.

“I think so many people are already
immune to that messaging, it won’t
land as cleanly this election as it did
in 2020,” he said. “If he keeps push-
ing that message, it might turn voters
away.”

Biden chose a location near Val-
ley Forge, Pennsylvania, with its deep
symbolism for the country’s struggle
for freedom, for his initial campaign
event for 2024, portraying Trump as

does as the system moves south over the
next few days.

Gusts topped 30 mph (48 kph) in Oak-
land and San Jose as a mild cold front

Scott doesn’t want to talk about vice
president’s role in certifying election

REHOBOTH BEACH, Del., Feb 19,
(AP): US Sen Tim Scott, a potential
running mate if Donald Trump be-
comes the Republican presidential
nominee, is treading carefully on
questions about whether he would
have certified the 2020 election had
he been vice president at that time.

On Jan 6, 2021, about two
months after Trump lost the White
House, then-Vice President Mike
Pence defied his boss and re-
fused to use his largely ceremo-
nial role in overseeing the elec-
tion certification process to block
Democrat Joe Biden’s victory.
Pence went forward with ratifica-
tion of the Electoral College even
after a violent mob of Trump sup-
porters, some of whom chanted
“Hang Mike Pence,” swarmed the
U.S. Capitol, interrupting the con-

gressional proceedings and forc-
ing Pence, his family and staff into
hiding in the complex.

Scott, a Trump rival in the 2024
race who dropped out and later
endorsed the former president, de-
clined to say in two Sunday news
show interviews whether he would
have acted differently as vice presi-
dent.

“'m not going to answer hypo-
thetical questions, No. 1,” said
Scott, R-S.C. He added: “You're
asking a hypothetical question that
you know can never happen again.”

Scott voted in favor of certifying
the 2020 results when the Senate
got back to work after the siege.
He also said during a presidential
debate last year that Pence did the
right thing when he certified the
election.

a grave threat to America and describ-
ing the general election as “all about”
whether democracy can survive. It
was a message similar to one he gave
before the 2022 midterm elections at
Independence Hall in Philadelphia,
where the nation’s founding docu-
ments were created. Biden warned that
Trump and his followers threatened
“the very foundation of our republic.”

Biden has continued the theme dur-
ing the early primary season, telling
supporters winning a second term is
essential for maintaining the country’s
democratic traditions.

Over the course of several days,
The Associated Press interviewed a
cross section of voters in Northampton
County to ask whether Biden’s mes-
saging around the fate of democracy
was resonating. These voters repre-
sented parts of the very coalition Biden
will need to win Pennsylvania again -
Black voters, Latinos, independents
and moderates from both parties.

Their overarching response: The
president’s warning that a second Trump

late Saturday gave way to a more pow-
erful storm on Sunday, said meteorolo-
gist Brayden Murdock with the National
Weather Service office in San Francisco.

Law enforcement vehicles are parked near the scene where two police officers

and a first responder were shot and killed on Feb 18 in Burnsville, Minn. A sub-

urban Minneapolis community was in mourning on Feb 19 after authorities said

two police officers and a firefighter were killed by a heavily armed man who shot
at them from inside a home that was filled with children. (AP)

presidency will shred constitutional
norms and destroy democratic institu-
tions is not one that, alone, will motivate
them and get them out to vote.

Like people across much of the rest of
the country, most of those interviewed
would prefer avoiding a rematch of the
2020 contest, and several suggested they
would seriously consider a serious third-
party candidate with a strong message
and a chance of winning.

Evelyn Fermin, 74, who regularly
visits the Lehigh Hispanic center, has
lived in the county for two years af-
ter spending most of her life in New
Jersey. Her opinion about Trump has
been set since Jan. 6, 2021, when the
former president’s supporters stormed
the US Capitol in a violent bid to stop
Congress from certifying Biden’s win.
But she doesn’t think reminders of that
day will be sufficient to persuade vot-
ers in November.

For the daughter of parents who im-
migrated from the Dominican Repub-
lic, her concerns are border security
and spending abroad.

“The winds are here and getting strong-
er, and the rains will follow quickly,” he
said Sunday afternoon. California’s gov-
ernor is Gavin Newsom.

California’s central coast is at risk of
“significant flooding,” with up to 5 inches
(12 cm) of rain predicted for many areas,
according to the weather service. Isolated
rain totals of 10 inches (25 cm) are pos-
sible in the Santa Lucia and Santa Ynez
mountain ranges as the storm heads to-
ward greater Los Angeles. (AP)
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2 arrested for murder: Two people
have been arrested on charges of murder
and abuse of a corpse after the discovery
of a girl’s body encased in concrete and
a boy’s remains in a suitcase in Colo-
rado, according to police and public jail
records.

The City of Pueblo Police Department
announced the arrest of Corena Rose
Minjarez, 36, on Friday, and county jail
records show the second suspect, Jesus
Dominguez, 35, also was in custody as of
Sunday.

Police found the girl’s remains in a
metal container filled with concrete in a
storage unit last month, according to au-
thorities. The unit was being cleared out
after the rent wasn’t paid. As part of the
investigation, police began searching for
two children last seen in the summer of
2018, Jesus Dominguez Jr and Yesenia
Dominguez. (AP)
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Families reunited

Tens of thousands rail
against Mexico's prez

MEXICO CITY, Feb 19, (AP): Tens of thousands of
demonstrators cloaked in pink marched through cities
in Mexico and abroad on Sunday in what they called
a “march for democracy” targeting the country’s rul-
ing party in advance of the country’s June 2 elections.

The demonstrations called by Mexico’s opposi-
tion parties advocated for free and fair elections in the
Latin American nation and railed against corruption
the same day presidential front-runner Claudia Shein-
baum registered as a candidate for ruling party More-
na. Approximately 90,000 people turned out to rail
against the leader, according to government figures.

Sheinbaum is largely seen as a continuation candi-
date of Mexico’s popular populist leader Andrés Ma-
nuel Lépez Obrador. He’s adored by many voters
who say he bucked the coun-
try’s elite parties from power
in 2018 and represents the
working class.

But the 70-year-old presi-
dent has also been accused of
making moves that endanger
the country’s democracy. Last
year, the leader slashed fund-
ing for the country’s electoral
agency, the National Electoral
Institute, and weakened over-
sight of campaign spending,
something INE’s head said
could “wind up poisoning democracy itself.” The
agency’s color, pink, has been used as a symbol by
demonstrators.

Lépez Obrador has also attacked journalists in
hours-long press briefings, has frequently attacked
Mexico’s judiciary and claimed judges are part of a
conservative conspiracy against his administration.

In Mexico City on Sunday, thousands of people
dressed in pink flocked to the the city’s main plaza
roaring “get Lopez out.” Others carried signs reading
“the power of the people is greater than the people in
power.”

Gabriela Ozuna, 61, said she and her family came
from Baja California state, and were participating in
the march not just to support democratic institution,
but also to protest attacks on candidates by drug car-
tels, especially in local elections.

Defending

“We know our democracy is in danger. What we
want to do is defend it and keep defending it,” Ozuna
said.

Among the opposition organizations marching were
National Civic Front, Yes for Mexico, Citizen Power,
Civil Society Mexico, UNE Mexico and United for
Mexico.

“Democracy doesn’t solve lack of water, it doesn’t
solve hunger, it doesn’t solve a lot of things. But
without democracy you can’t solve anything,” said
Enrique de la Madrid Cordero, a prominent politician
from the Institutional Revolutionary Party, or PRI, in
a video posted to social media calling for people to
join the protests.

The PRI held uninterrupted power in Mexico for
more than 70 years.

Marches were organized in a hundred cities across
the country, and in other cities in the United States
and Spain.

Still, the president remains highly popular and opin-
ion polls indicate his ally Sheinbaum appears set to
coast easily into the presidency.

Lépez Obrador repeatedly dismissed the protests,
telling reporters Friday that his critics don’t care about
democracy and are organizing the march to return the
corrupt to power.

Following the massive demonstration, the leader
continued to rail on critics, and said there would be
no electoral fraud in the election and that he had not
intervened in democratic processes.

“It’s their democracy ... the democracy of the cor-
rupt. What we want is there to be democracy of the
people. We don’t want power without the people.
They’re the one’s that establish an anti-democracy
with electoral fraud,” Lépez Obrador.

Also:

SANTIAGO: Romina Cortés couldn’t pronounce her
sister’s last name. She didn’t know what she smells
like, what her favorite food is, or what she likes to do
in her free time.

Cortés, 43, waited impatiently Sunday at the airport
in Santiago, Chile, where she would soon meet her
sister, Maria, whose existence Cortés learned of just
a month ago.

That’s because Cortés’ sister, Maria Hastings, was
one of thousands of Chilean children trafficked or il-
legally put up for adoption over the last 60 years or
so, most during the dictatorship of Augusto Pinochet
from 1973-1990.

“I am overwhelmed, so happy to meet my biologi-
cal family,” Hastings said as soon as she stepped off
the plane from Tampa, Florida. “I'm going to recon-
nect with them, learn who they really are and let them
know who I am.”

The illegal adoptions - 20,000 of which are being
investigated by Chilean justice officials and other so-
cial groups - extend back to the 1960s. Largely poor,
young and indigenous women in vulnerable situations
were either forced to give up their children or were
told they died shortly after childbirth.

Now, families like the Cortés’ are finally reuniting
after decades.

Cortés’ mother, a woman from the countryside,
came to work in the city “without knowing how to
read or write.” Without any support, her mom ended
up on the street and was coerced into putting her baby
up for adoption after she was born in 1987.

“They forced her to sign a document that she didn’t
know what it was, since she was illiterate,” Cortés
said. “For some reason, because of the pain she was
carrying she didn’t tell me before.”

But last month, to the hairstylist’s surprise, she add-
ed a sister and a nephew to her life. “When I saw her
on Zoom I said, ‘She looks like me. She has my same
eyes and my same nose,”” said Cortés.

Eyes fixed on the terminal doors Sunday, Cortés felt
a rollercoaster of emotions. Eager to hug her sister, she
said she is trying to learn English to better communicate
with her, but that all she knows how to say is “yes.”

Hastings was told as a child that she was adopted,
but a few months ago discovered she was part of a
child abduction network with branches around the
world, including the United States, France, the Neth-
erlands and Sweden.

On Sunday she wrapped her arms around five mem-
bers of her new family, among them her crying moth-
er, who preferred to remain anonymous but said she
knew this day would come.

Hastings said she is learning Spanish to connect with a
part of herself that remained dormant all this time.

Obrador

-

—— | R

Ukraine’s Prime Minister Denys Shmyhal, (third left), meets with Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida, (third right), as a part of the Japan-Ukraine Conference for

Promotion of Economic Growth and Reconstruction at Kishida’s official residence in Tokyo, Japan on Feb 19. (AP)

South African sympathisers of the

Democratic Alliance opposition party

gather in Pretoria, South Africa on

Feb 17 for their national manifesto

launch in anticipation of the 2024 gen-
eral elections. (AP)
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Africa

Somalian Army kills 4 militants: The
Somalian Army announced, Monday, the
killing of four Khawarij militia members as
they tried to attack in Ceel Dheer district in
Galguduud state.

Somali National News Agency (SON-
NA) reported that according to information
surrounding the terrorist group’s imminent
attack, commander of the 24th Battalion of
the Somali Army, Lieutenant-Colonel Mo-
hammad Tagwini was able to intercept them
in Ceel Dheer district.

Tagwini added the Khawarij militia had
amassed great losses, which indicates the
Somali Army’s work in seizing future ter-
rorist attacks. (KUNA)
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‘Condemn territorial expansion’: so-
mali Deputy Prime Minister, Salah Jama
called the African Union (AU) on Sunday
to condemn Ethiopia’s territorial expansion
which he described as usurpation.

The Somali National News Agency
(SONNA) reported that during the 37th AU
summit, Jama stressed that the Somali gov-
ernment would never accept compromising
the unity and independence of its territory
by land, air and sea.

The Somali government has achieved
great success in the security field and liber-
ated many areas from the control of terror-
ists, Jama said.

He also noted the completion of the first
and the second phase of the withdrawal of
the African forces (ATMIS) from Somalia
and the readiness of national forces to take
over the security of the country.

Jama explained that this measure was
taken after Somali forces made progress in
achieving security, the fight against terror-
ism and taking more steps towards progress
and prosperity. (KUNA)
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Summit kicks off in Ethiopia: The 37th
African Union (AU) Summit kick-started
Saturday in the Ethiopian capital of Addis
Ababa, in light of growing challenges and
crises.

The two-day summit attracts heads of
state and premiers of AU members, in addi-
tion to UN Secretary General Antonio Gu-
terres, Arab League Secretary-General Ah-
mad Abul-Gheit, Brazilain President Luiz
Inacio Lula da Silva and Palestinian Prime
Minister Mohammad Shtayyeh.

In an inaugural speech at the summit,
Chairperson of the African Union Commis-
sion Moussa Faki affirmed the solidarity of
the African countries with Palestinian peo-
ple in the Gaza Strip.

Asia

Kishida vows to keep supporting Kyiv

Japan hosts Ukraine reconstruction confab

TOKYO, Feb 19, (AP): Japanese Prime
Minister Fumio Kishida on Monday
pledged his country’s long-term en-
gagement in Ukraine’s reconstruction,
calling it a future investment, as Japan
stressed its commitment to supporting
the war-torn country ahead of the two-
year anniversary of Russia’s invasion.
In his keynote speech at a confer-
ence Japan co-organized with the
Ukrainian government and business
organizations, Kishida said Japanese
public and private cooperation will be
a long-term partnership based on in-
clusivity, humanitarianism as well as
technology and knowledge.

Ensuring

Kishida stressed the importance
of investment across industries for
the future of that country’s develop-
ment and ensuring that the support
caters to Ukraine’s needs. More than
50 cooperation deals were signed by
Japanese and Ukrainian government
agencies and companies, and Kishida
announced an opening of a new gov-
ernment trade office in Kyiv.

Among the deals was Japan’s pledge
of 15.8 billion yen ($105 million) in new
aid for Ukraine to fund demining and
other urgently needed reconstruction
projects in the energy and transportation
sectors, the Foreign Ministry said.

Support for Ukraine’s reconstruc-
tion is about “investing in the future,”
Kishida said. “The war in Ukraine is
still going on at this very moment and
the situation is not easy. The promo-
tion of economic reconstruction, how-
ever, is not only an investment for the
future of Ukraine but also investing in
Japan and the whole globe.”

Japan hopes to build momentum for
global support for Ukraine as the war
drags on and attention has diverted to
the conflict in Gaza. Japan’s focus on
reconstruction - in part due to its legal
restraints on providing lethal weapons
- contrasts with many Western coun-
tries, whose largely military support
faces increasing scrutiny over costs.
A new U.S. aid package to Ukraine is
stalled in the Congress.

Ukraine’s Prime Minister Denys Sh-
myhal, who led his country’s delega-
tion of more than 100 people, expressed
thanks for the encouragement and said
that “today is the new start of coopera-
tion between the two countries.”

“By combining our powers ... we
can change this challenge into an op-

He stressed the necessity of empowering
Palestinians to get their freedom and estab-
lish their sovereign and independent state,
the website of the AU quoted Faki as say-
ing.
He deplored the Israeli occupation ag-

PNG tribal violence kills 26 combatants
and unconfirmed number of bystanders

MELBOURNE, Australia, Feb 19,
(AP): At least 26 combatants and
an unconfirmed number of by-
standers were killed in a gunbattle
between warring tribes in Papua
New Guinea, police said Monday.

A tribe, their allies and mercenar-
ies were on their way to attack a
neighboring tribe when they were
ambushed Sunday in Enga prov-
ince in the South Pacific nation’s
remote highlands, Royal Papua
New Guinea Constabulary Act-
ing Superintendent George Kakas
said.

Police Commissioner David Man-
ning later described the clash as a
“gunbattle between warring tribes.”
An unconfirmed number of villagers
also were killed. Police reinforce-
ments were sent to the scene of the
battle, Manning said.

“At this point, it’s not clear exact-
ly how far we have moved into the
conflict there,” Manning told Aus-
tralian Broadcasting Corp. “But the
intent is to regain control or have
a significant presence in that con-
flict area and then work ... our way
through our procedures in dealing
with this type of incident.”

Kakas initially said 53 combat-
ants had died. But security forces
later revised the death toll down to
26.

Bodies were collected from the
battlefield, roads and the riverside,
then loaded onto police trucks and
taken to the hospital. Authorities
were still counting “those who were
shot, injured and ran off into the
bushes,” Kakas said.

Papua New Guinea Prime Min-
ister James Marape said he had
“great concern” about the violence
in Enga and urged the warring
tribes to lay down their weapons.

Also:

CAGAYAN DE ORO, Philippines:
Philippine troops clashed with Mus-
lim militants in a gunbattle that left
at least seven soldiers and two re-
bels dead in a fog-shrouded hinter-
land in the south, military officials
said Monday.

Military chief Gen. Romeo
Brawner Jr. said four other sol-
diers were wounded in the army
offensive Sunday against fighters
of the Dawlah Islamiyah, a small
armed group aligned with the Is-
lamic State group, near Munai
town in Lanao del Norte province.

Troops were hunting a still-un-
known number of militants, who
withdrew from the scene of the bat-
tle, military officials said. Brawner
vowed to get justice for the slain
and wounded soldiers.

portunity for future growth and pros-
perity,” he said. “Japan’s experiences
in reconstruction (from World War II)
and its economic miracle provide us
with inspiration.”

All eyes are on Ukraine, and “dic-
tators and potential invaders” are also
turning their eyes to see how Russia’s
violation of the international law is
seen and how the world will react to it.

Shmyhal said Ukraine’s recon-
struction goes far beyond removal of
landmines and debris. He emphasized
his country’s strength in farming, rich
natural resources and ambition to be a
digital hub of Europe with its informa-
tion and cybersecurity expertise. He
also urged Japanese automakers to
open factories in Ukraine.

About 300 people and 80 companies
were to attend from the two countries,

gression on Gaza, describing it as “unprec-
edented” and calling for stopping it.
Meanwhile, Mauritania’s President Mo-
hamed Ould Ghazouani said that one of the
largest challenges in Africa is the spread of
tension and armed conflicts between “ter-
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Demonstrators carry an effigy portraying Mexican President Andres Manuel

Lopez Obrador and presidential candidate Claudia Sheinbaum during a march

organized by citizen organizations demanding that electoral autonomy be re-

spected in the upcoming general elections, in Mexico City on Feb 18. General

elections in which voters will elect a new president and legislators are scheduled
for June 2. (AP)

Japanese officials have said.

The Japan-Ukraine Conference for
Promotion of Economic Growth and
Reconstruction is co-organized by the
Japanese and Ukrainian governments,
Japan’s powerful business organiza-
tion Keidanren, and Japan External
Trade Organization, or JETRO.

In a joint communique, the two
sides stated Japan’s long-term support
in helping Ukraine achieve economic
stability. The two countries also noted
the importance of maintaining tough
sanctions against Russia. Japan an-
nounced the start of talks toward revis-
ing a bilateral investment pact and eas-
ing of travel restrictions for Japanese
business visitors to Ukraine.

The conference is largely about recon-
struction and investment in Ukraine, but
it’s also about Japan’s national security.

rorist” groups that threaten the entities of
countries.

The Sahel region is one of the most vul-
nerable to these risks, he said while receiv-
ing the AU rotating presidency, referring to
growing “military coups” and constitutional
changes in Africa.

He underlined the importance of the 2063
agenda which shows Africa Continent’s as-
pirations towards peace and prosperity.

The summit discusses a number of issues
related to peace and security, and regional
integration and development as well as oth-
ers in the continent. (KUNA)

a a a

Rwanda rejects US calls: Authorities
in Rwanda on Monday rejected US calls for
the withdrawal of troops and missile sys-
tems from eastern Congo, saying they are
defending Rwandan territory as Congo car-
ries out a “‘dramatic military build-up” near
the border.

Rwanda’s Foreign Ministry in a statement
spoke of threats to Rwandan national security
stemming from the presence in Congo of an
armed group whose members include alleged
perpetrators of the 1994 genocide.

The rebel group, known by its initials
FDLR, “is fully integrated into” the Congo-
lese army, the statement said.

Although Rwanda has long cited a threat
posed by FLDR, authorities there had never
admitted to a military presence in eastern
Congo, whose authorities accuse the tiny
central African country of actively support-
ing the violent armed group known as M23.
(AP)
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General index dips 0.3%

Boursa concludes with mixed performance

KNPC aims 800K barrels
per day ‘output’ in 2024

By Mahmoud Shendi
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 19: The Kuwait
Stock Exchange concluded its trading
session with a mixed performance, as
reflected by various indices.

The general index experienced a
slight decrease of 0.3 percent, drop-
ping by 28.4 points to settle at 7,305
points. A total of 220.7 million shares
were traded through 12,816 cash trans-
actions, amounting to approximately
52.1 million dinars (approximately
159 million dollars).

Despite the semi-annual review of
the FTSE Russell index, which re-
sulted in the inclusion and exclusion
of several companies, the stock market
overall showed resilience.

The market value, however, de-
clined by 171 million dinars, reach-
ing 43.85 billion dinars compared
to the previous session’s 44 billion
dinars.

The main market index saw a mod-
est increase of 0.1 percent, rising by
6.2 points to reach 6,013 points. Trad-
ing activity in this segment involved
108.3 million shares through 7,109
cash transactions, with a total value
of 15.9 million dinars (approximately
48.4 million dollars).

Conversely, the Premier Market In-
dex experienced a slight decrease of
0.4 percent, dropping by 39.7 points to
reach 7,999 points. Trading in this seg-

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 19: The Ku-
wait National Petroleum Company
aims to raise the production capac-
ity of the Al-Ahmadi and Mina
Abdullah refineries to no less than
800 thousand barrels per day during
2024, especially since most of the
operating units in the two refineries
are now operating at high capacity
and with the highest levels of effi-
ciency, reports Al-Seyassah daily
Oil sources indicated that the esti-
mated production of the two refiner-
ies during 2025 will not be less than
45 million metric tons, saying the
meetings that include the Board of
Directors of the KNPC with the man-
agement of the Kuwait Petroleum Cor-
poration always discuss the necessity
of raising the efficiency of the Al-Ah-

madi and Mina Abdullah refineries in
light of the increasing global demand
of refined petroleum products.

The sources revealed that the KNPC
will announce the completion of re-
placing the 9 old electrical power sub-
stations of the Al-Ahmadi Refinery
with the new electrical stations by the
end of 2024, pointing out that the goal
of this replacement is the need of the
Al-Ahmadi Refinery for high-capac-
ity electrical stations that will help it
speed up permanent operation and in
a way that guarantees and enhances all
aspects of security and safety.

It includes explosion-proof build-
ings, in addition to its importance in
the electrical control system, which
enhances the loads in the event of a
power outage.

ment amounted to 112.4 million shares
through 5,707 transactions, valued at
36.1 million dinars (approximately
110.2 million dollars).

Meanwhile, the Main 50 index saw
a marginal decrease of 0.03 percent,

declining by 4.7 points to settle at
5,931 points. Trading activity in this
index involved 79.4 million shares
through 4,918 cash deals, totaling 13.1
million dinars (approximately 40.2
million dollars).

Kuwaiti banks’ profits
surge hy 28.5% in °23

Eight local banks experience significant profit growth

By Mahmoud Shendi
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 19:
In the fiscal year 2023,
eight local banks in Kuwait
experienced significant
profit growth, collectively
increasing their profits by
28.5 percent, totaling 1.447
billion dinars compared to
1.126 billion dinars in 2022.

The Kuwait Finance House led the
sector with a remarkable 63.4 percent
profit growth, reaching 584.5 million
dinars. National Bank of Kuwait fol-
lowed with profits of 560.6 million
dinars, marking a 10.1 percent in-

crease, while Boubyan Bank secured
the third position with profits of 80.4
million dinars, a growth of 39.2 per-
cent.

The Gulf Bank and Ahli United
Bank achieved profits of approxi-
mately 71.2 million dinars and 45.1
million dinars respectively, show-
ing growth rates of 15.2 percent and
39.9 percent, while the Warba Bank
recorded profits of 19.6 million di-
nars, growing by 1.9 percent, while
Burgan Bank witnessed a decline in
profits to 43.5 million dinars from
52.1 million dinars in 2022.

The surge in bank profits correlates
with an improved operating environ-
ment in fiscal year 2023 compared to
2022, influenced by multiple interest
rate hikes by the Central Bank of Ku-

wait to align with the US Federal Re-
serve, ensuring the competitiveness of
the Kuwaiti dinar against the dollar.
Additionally, the growth in prof-
its was supported by an increase in
total cash credit facilities provided
by banks, totaling 53.581 billion di-
nars by the end of December 2023.
While new credit facilities declined
by 2.75 percent to 22.431 billion di-
nars, personal facilities decreased by
43.1 percent to 3.621 billion dinars,
and consumer loans dropped by 7.3
percent to 915.6 million dinars.
Despite these fluctuations, the
total assets of local banks grew by
3.7 percent to 87.666 billion dinars,
and net foreign assets increased by
17.9 percent to 12.21 billion dinars.
Shareholders’ equity slightly rose by
0.12 percent to 14.39 billion dinars.

Higher than expected inflation data in the US drives sig-
nificant movements in currencies, equities, and bonds
across the board. Where the consumer price index report
showed a higher-than-expected figure for January, at a 0.4%
month-over-month beating expectations of 0.3%. Mean-
while the year-over-year figure was up 3.1%, down from
3.4% in December, while remaining higher than the 2.9%
expected figure. The report release was followed by a drop
in major equities with the Dow Jones index dropping 1.35%
and the S&P 500 dropping 1.37%. Meanwhile the 10-year
bond yield reached 4.3104% up from 4.1514%. Expectations
for rate cuts in 2024 were pushed down, with expectations
for a rate cut in March dropping to 8.5%, as sticky inflation
and a robust labor market is not going to add to Fed confi-
dence that inflation is going to move sustainably towards 2%
with looser monetary policy.

US Core Retail Sales

US retail sales in January dropped the most in 10 months
coming in at -0.8% and the so-called core retail sales which
excludes automobiles, gasoline, building materials and food
services decreased 0.4% in January. The plunge more likely
reflects seasonal adjustments and freezing weather. In addi-
tion, the strong job market and wage growth suggests con-
sumer spending will remain healthy, supporting the overall
economy. January’s 0.8% sales decline was surprising, ex-
ceeding forecasts and marking the biggest drop since March
2023. However, economists point out the drop was driven by
factors like a 4.1% drop in home improvement and a 1.7%
plunge in auto sales, exceeded expectations due to larger-
than-anticipated seasonal adjustments. The still-solid labor
market and rising wages indicate ongoing consumer spend-
ing power, which should keep the economy expanding. De-
spite these weaknesses, signs point towards slowing goods
price deflation and sustained economic growth. Import prices
climbed in January, suggesting inflation pressures might per-
sist, but a strong labor market and wage growth indicate con-
sumer spending should remain a pillar of the US economy.

Unemployment Claims

The US labor market showed few signs of cooling
last week. New claims for unemployment benefits fell
to 212,000, below economists’ expectations of 220,000.
However, the 4-week average rose to 218,500, and claims
for continued benefits reached 1.895 million. Overall, the
US job market remains tight, with new claims for un-
employment benefits falling below expectations of last
week. However, the four-week moving average of claims
rose, and claims for continued benefits remained elevat-
ed. This suggests that the labor market is not cooling as
quickly as some economists had expected.

US Producer Price Index

Wholesale prices jumped unexpectedly in January,
dealing another blow to hopes of easing inflation. The
producer price index rose 0.3%, exceeding predictions
of a 0.1% increase and marking the biggest jump since
August. Meanwhile, the core PPI which excludes volatile
food and energy came in at 0.5%, surpassing expectations
of 0.1%. This hotter-than-expected inflation at the whole-
sale level suggests potential continued inflation pressures
for consumers down the line.

The greenback traded sideways over the past week,
closing at 104.296.

United Kingdom

UK Consumer Price Index y/y

Inflation in the UK held steady at 4.0% in January, lower
than expectations of 4.1%. Core inflation also remained un-
changed at 5.1%, while services inflation rose to 6.5%, up
from 6.4% the previous month. The data release came as a
relief for the Bank of England, as markets anticipate a rate cut
in the near future since inflation seems to be moving towards
the 2% target. On the contrary, wage growth rose by 6.2%
annually, double the pace that the BOE views as consistent
with getting inflation back at 2%.

UK GDP ¢/q

UK’s economy dipped into a technical recession in late
2023, dealing a blow to PM Sunak’s growth promises be-
fore key elections. GDP figures show a 0.3% contraction
in the last quarter compared to a 0.1% decline previously.
This puts Britain alongside Japan in a technical recession,
though it’s likely mild. Investors expect interest rate cuts,
businesses want government aid, and voters face falling
living standards. On the contrary, The Bank of England is

tations of -0.2%.

B US Unemployment Claims came in at 212K
vs expectations of 219k.

B UK Consumer Price Index y/y came in at
4.0% vs expectations of 4.0%.

B UK GDP g/q came in at -0.3% vs expecta-
tions of -0.1%.

B The Reserve Bank of Australia held its policy
interest rate steady at 4.35%.

expecting signs of an upturn in the economy, with Gover-
nor Andrew Bailey stating that forecasts of a “somewhat
stronger growth story” is expected ahead.

The Sterling underperformed over the past week, last
seen at 1.2598.

Asia-Pacific

Japan Producer Price Index

Japan’s economy unexpectedly entered a recession
in Q4 2023, shrinking 0.4% after a previous 3.3% de-
cline, allowing Germany to now become the world’s
third biggest economy. This technical recession comes
with doubts about the central bank’s ability to exit its
ultra-loose monetary policy. Weak domestic demand, in-
cluding sluggish consumption and investment, are major
concerns. Additionally, rising costs and labor shortages
add pressure, while external demand offers some limited
support. The Bank of Japan faces a tricky balancing act,
considering global trends and potential risks. Opinions
vary on the timing of potential policy shifts by the Bank
of Japan as some see tight labor markets and corporate
spending plans as reasons for optimism, while others
warn of lingering risks and the need for caution despite
signs of improvement in global growth forecasts.

The Yen over performed over the week, closing at
150.21

China’s Consumer Price Index

Consumer prices in China slid deeper into deflation-
ary territory last month, suffering the biggest drop since
the global recession in 2009. The country’s Consumer
Price Index dropped by 0.8% y/y in January, marking
the steepest fall since September 2009 and marks fourth
consecutive month of decline. The National Bureau of
Statistics attributes the weak figure to the strong demand
in January 2023 for the Lunar New Year when CPI rose
2.1%. This year the Lunar New Years falls in February,
causing distortions to the base. Beijing is currently strug-
gling to revive both consumer and investor confidence as
it faces many challenges, including a real estate slump,
stock market meltdown and weaker exports. Neverthe-
less, many analysts believe consumer prices are likely to
rise from February onwards.

The USD/CNY currency pair traded sideways over the
week, last trading at 7.1929.

The Reserve Bank of Australia

The Reserve Bank of Australia held its policy inter-
est rate steady at 4.35% in a widely anticipated deci-
sion which followed 13 consecutive rate hikes since
2022. It noted that goods inflation was lower than fore-
cast, but that services inflation remained high, with
overall inflation at 4.1%. RBA Governor Michelle
Bullock held a press conference after the meeting stat-
ing that the country was on track to get inflation within
the bank’s 2% to 3% target band by 2025, and to reach
the midpoint of that range by 2026. Bullock added
that while there were “encouraging signs,” the RBA
remains “vigilant” to upside risks that would make
it difficult to achieve its target. In its statement an-
nouncing its decision, the RBA said it didn’t exclude
further rises. “We’re not ruling in or out anything,”
Bullock said. “We are focused on bringing inflation
down. We still think the risks are balanced but, as you
would know, the further out we go with our forecasts,
the more uncertainty there is around them”.

The AUD/USD currency pair traded sideways over the
week, last trading at 0.6531.

Kuwait

Kuwaiti Dinar
USD/KWD closed last week at 0.30800.

Bank’s culture prioritizes customer satisfaction, says Al-Nusif

NBK partners with Almosafer to provide outstanding travel offers for customers

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 19: Seeking
to enhance customer banking expe-
rience with top-notch services and
offers according to the lifestyles of
their different segments and ages,
National Bank of Kuwait (NBK) has
announced a new exclusive partner-
ship with Almosafer, to provide NBK
KWT Visa Infinite Credit Cardhold-
ers with exclusive offers that meet
their expectations.

_ This new part-
oo/ vy

Bic 1 NEE 2 nership will give
g NBK KWT Visa
P Infinite  Credit

Cardholders ac-
cess to a world

(m%h |

\_"-‘?’ of tailored offers
\ that meet their
travel needs, in-
cluding airline
tickets and hotel
Hisham Al-Nusif Pookings.
— Deputy Head Under  the
partnership,

cardholders will get 10% NBK KWT
Points when using their KWT Card to
pay for airline tickets and hotel book-
ings at Almosafer stores or via its app
or website.

As this offer will continue going for-
ward, cardholders will be able to avail it,
as part of KWT Card product benefits.

Commenting on this partnership,
Mr. Hisham Al-Nusif — Deputy
Head, Consumer Banking Group at
National Bank of Kuwait said, “We
always seek to enhance our custom-
ers banking experience, and with the
beginning of the new year, we wanted
to provide exclusive offers tailored
to their needs and expectations. We

also work tirelessly and around the
clock to keep pace with their chang-
ing needs and live up to their growing
expectations.”

“NBK maintains solid relation-
ships with leading institutions across
different sectors, and we are glad to
partner with Almosafer, being one
of the most trusted travel agents for
customers. We aim to leverage this
partnership to enhance customers’
banking experience by delivering
top-notch offers, discounts and ben-
efits for an unmatched banking expe-
rience” he added.

“Customer satisfaction and top-
notch banking experience are em-
bedded in NBK’s culture. Thanks
to our extensive experience gained
over long decades, we are able to
understand customers’ needs, evalu-
ate their goals, and even exceed their
expectations,” he noted.

Muzzammil Ahussain, CEO of Al-
mosafer, added; “We are happy to part-
ner with the National Bank of Kuwait,
an industry leader in the banking sector
in the Gulf region, to offer Almosafer’s
exclusive travel deals to the bank’s es-
teemed customers. Kuwait is a key mar-
ket for us and by extending our special
offers, discounts and benefits we hope
to leverage our expertise in the industry
and provide tailor-made-travel solutions
for NBK KWT Visa Infinite Credit
Cardholders.

Our digital-first, seamless experi-
ence, powered by data driven solu-
tions, will aid Kuwait’s premier na-
tional bank to provide their clients
with value-added benefits. Together
we hope to raise the bar on exceeding

client expectations by going one step
further to deliver top-notch quality
services that is bound to distinguish
us from the rest of the market.”

A Card Like No Other

NBK KWT Visa Infinite Credit
Card is the most popular credit card
in Kuwait, as it offers customers a
unique lifestyle with exceptional re-
wards, benefits and offers tailored to
meet customers’ needs and expecta-
tions, and cashback up to KD 1,000 in
NBK KWT Points every month.

The card combines an exclusive
package of exceptional rewards with
a design inspiring national pride,
making it a card like no other, and
gives customers the flexibility to
choose the way they want to earn re-
wards based on their lifestyle; either
the “Spends Tier” or “Merchant Cat-
egory” option.

When choosing the “Merchant
Category”, customers can earn NBK
KWT Points on all payments made
using NBK KWT Visa Infinite Credit
Card at the selected categories, with
10% on dining and telecom, 5% on
fitness and beauty and 3% on cloth-
ing, grocery and education.

Meanwhile, when choosing the
“Spends Tier” earning option, based
on their monthly spends, with up to
5% on digital payments, up to 5% on
international POS and up to 3% on all
other spends.

The earned NBK KWT Points can
be redeemed through NBK Online or
Mobile Banking whether as cashback
directly to the card, travel booking at
more than 800 airlines and 150,000
hotels, e-vouchers from over 190
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NBK announces partnership with Aimosafer to provide outstanding travel offers for customers.

merchants, or points exchange with
most preferred airlines.
NBK Visa Credit Cards offer the

best payment method for the con-
venience and benefits they provide
to customers, especially when using

them in shopping including NBK Re-
wards Program as well as Purchase
Protection and Extended Warranty.
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The KPC chief during his visit to the Jurassic production facilities.

KPC chief pays visit to Jurassic 4 and 5 production projects

CEO of Kuwait Petroleum Corpora-
tion, Sheikh Nawaf Saud Al-Nasser
Al-Sabah, along with several mem-
bers from the Board of Directors,
visited the Jurassic 4 and 5 produc-
tion projects, spearheaded by Ku-
wait Oil Company in Al-Rawdatain
and Umm Naga fields in northern
Kuwait, reports Al-Seyassah daily.

Welcomed by Kuwait Oil Com-
pany CEO Ahmed Jaber Al-Eidan

and other officials, the delegation
received updates on the project’s
progress, vital for Kuwait’s strategic
objectives, aiming to augment free
gas production and supply quality
products globally.

Despite formidable challenges
posed by the Ukrainian-Russian
conflict, escalating material prices,
and logistical hurdles due to CO-
VID-19 disruptions in China, Kuwait

Oil Company achieved timely com-
pletion of construction without signifi-
cant incidents or contract modifica-
tions. Sheikh Nawaf Saud Al-Sabah
commended the workforce’s dedica-
tion amid adversity, expressing con-
fidence in their capabilities and high-
lighting the invaluable contributions
of Kuwaiti youth.

CEO Ahmed Jaber Al-Eidan ex-
tended gratitude to the Board of

Directors for their unwavering sup-
port, emphasizing the pivotal role of
collective efforts in realizing project
success, facilitated by senior man-
agement’s backing and trust in oil
sector personnel. These projects
promise substantial economic re-
turns, offering new market opportu-
nities for Kuwaiti light oil and foster-
ing employment prospects for local
youth.

The inauguration of Jurassic pro-
duction stations, JPF 4 and JPF 5,
heralds an increase in associated
gas and light oil production, paving
the way for enhanced capacity in
the near future. Kuwaiti expertise
has been instrumental throughout
the project lifecycle, from initial
studies to operational commence-
ment.

Leveraging modern technolo-

KUNA photo

gies in gas desalination and sulfur
extraction underscores Kuwait Oil
Company’s commitment to efficient
operations.

Despite ongoing challenges, the
relentless dedication of oil sector
leadership and personnel ensures
steadfast progress and operational
excellence, reflecting their unwav-
ering resolve to fulfill Kuwait’s ener-
gy aspirations without compromise.

Modest recovery expected in the Eurozone and UK

Major economies struggle for momentum in '24 with US in the lead

US rivalry with China
‘expands’ to biotech

Lawmakers see a failure to compete

By National Bank of Kuwait

n this note we set out short summaries of the outlooks

for some of the world’s key economies over the coming
year. The global environment remains challenging amid
high interest rates, adverse geopolitics, and subdued glob-
al trade growth. Among major economies, only the US
seems poised for solid growth in 2024 as resilient house-
hold spending and a still-tight labor market support activ-
ity. The Eurozone and UK are flirting with or in recession,
but growth could pick up slightly from last year’s weak
base as inflation and the energy shock recede, and amid
optimism about interest rate cuts. Despite Japan’s slow
growth due to anemic global demand and falling real wag-
es, above-target inflation means that a central bank policy
U-turn towards monetary tightening is possible sometime
this year. China, who’s post-Covid rebound disappointed
in 2023, faces continued headwinds from muted domestic
consumption and property sector weakness, amplifying
calls for a more compelling policy response.

US: Resilient job market and slowing inflation boost
hopes of a soft landing

The US economy has continued to positively surprise
over the last several months, which prompted the IMF to
uprate its growth forecast for 2024 to 2.1% (still down
from 2.5% in 2023) from 1% projected six months back.
GDP grew by an above-trend 3.3% in Q4 2023, and re-
cent PMI and consumer surveys point to momentum be-
ing sustained over the coming months. (Chart 1.) Thus far,
consumer spending has been resilient to elevated interest
rates, underpinned by generally slowing inflation (3.1% in
January), strong job gains (+350K in January, a 12-month
high), and wage growth accelerating to 4.5% y/y. Moreo-
ver, household wealth has been boosted by rising equity
and home prices. Although the delayed impact of high in-
terest rates could erode support from these areas in coming
quarters, the big drop in inflation is fueling market hopes
that the Fed can cut interest rates pre-emptively by 75-100
bps this year, helping the economy avoid a hard landing
and even setting the stage for a reacceleration in growth
in 2025. Ahead of the presidential elections in Novem-
ber, additional fiscal stimulus could also be forthcoming.
This ‘Goldilocks’ scenario of slower inflation and robust
economic growth with durable labor markets, while not
implausible, is still exposed to various risks, such as fresh
supply-chain shocks amid deteriorating geopolitics, and
renewed inflation that delays interest rate cuts. A further
downside risk to growth involves the moribund commer-
cial real estate sector, with signs of distress highlighted in
some recent corporate results.

Eurozone and UK: Modest recovery expected ver-
sus last year’s weak base

The Eurozone has been hovering close to recession,
having narrowly avoided two straight quarters of nega-
tive growth (-0.1% q/q and 0%, respectively in Q3 and
Q4 2023). (Chart 2.) The bloc’s two largest economies,
France, and Germany, continue to struggle with weak
external demand (mainly on account of China) and soft
domestic consumption (due to price and interest rate ris-
es). The IMF recently cut its 2024 growth forecast for the
Eurozone from 1.2% last October to 0.9%, though still
improving from 0.5% in 2023, as aftershocks from energy
price rises subside and household consumption gradually
recovers. Amid muted economic growth and sharply low-
er inflation (down to 2.8% as of January), the consensus
view is that the ECB will reduce policy rates by 75-100
bps this year, with the ongoing resilience of the labor mar-
ket providing the main reason to delay. The UK could see
a similar recovery in growth to 0.6%, albeit from a low
base of 0.1% in 2023, based on the IMF’s projections.
Wage growth at 6.2% y/y is now running well ahead of
inflation at 4.0%, which will provide the basis for an eas-
ing in cost-of-living pressures this year and improve the

outlook for consumer spending. But at the same time, this
might slow the pace of interest rate cuts by the Bank of
England, with markets looking for rates to drop by around
75 bps by end-2024. The government’s budget in March
could unveil a package of tax cuts to boost growth ahead
of a general election later in the year, but room for ma-
neuver is limited by a fiscal deficit projected at nearly 5%
of GDP this year. After a sizeable correction in 2022-23,
the housing market looks set to be more stable. As in the
US, risks surrounding the outlook for Europe include the
inability of central banks to lower interest rates if infla-
tion proves persistent, especially given the already feeble
growth outlook. Uncertain energy prices, geopolitics and
supply-chain issues linked to Red Sea shipping route dis-
ruption also present risks.

Japan: GDP to expand in FY2024-25 though at a
slower pace

The Bank of Japan (BoJ) recently lowered its economic
growth estimates for FY2023-24 (ending March 2024) to
1.8% due to slowing activity overseas and cooling con-
sumer sentiment amid elevated inflation. However, the
tightening labor market, rising nominal wages, and some-
what easing price pressures should support private con-
sumption going forward, while inbound tourism should
continue to recover from the pandemic. As a result, the
BolJ raised its growth forecast for FY2024-25 by 0.2% to
1.2%, which although softer than this year is still above
long-run trend growth. Meanwhile, the bank revised down
its inflation forecast to 2.4% from 2.8% on declining en-
ergy prices, then a below-target 1.8% in FY2025-26. De-
spite currently above-target inflation, the BoJ has main-
tained its ultra-loose monetary policy until now, keeping
short-term interest rates at -0.1%, worried that upward
price pressures are temporary driven by cost factors.
(Chart 3.) At its latest meeting, the bank sent early signals
of a shift towards policy tightening, though did not pro-
vide any indication on the timing or pace of the change.
A complete withdrawal from negative interest rate policy
hinges on a broad economic recovery including more ro-
bust household consumption growth and stronger over-
seas demand.

China: Lackluster consumption calls for more
forceful government support

China’s economy grew 5.2% in 2023, but the key
headwinds that dampened growth have persisted. Due
to the ongoing drag from the property sector, weak do-
mestic consumption, a declining labor force and a soft
external demand outlook, output growth could remain in
a prolonged slowdown. Recent indicators such as PMI
surveys, CPI prints, retail sales, bank credit and trade
data, have signaled uneven momentum in early 2024
and the IMF sees GDP growth decelerating to 4.6% in
2024. China’s economic model, which relied heavily on
debt-fueled infrastructure and property investment in the
past, has faltered with investment as a share of GDP now
trending well below pre-Covid levels. (Chart 4.) Indeed,
a significant buildup in public debt, especially amongst
fiscally-constrained local governments, has put the central
government on the back foot. Policymakers have mulled
boosting infrastructure spending, but that could stoke debt
accumulation concerns, given the diminishing returns on
investment. Volatile Sino-US relations and other geopo-
litical developments have compounded the challenges for
the authorities. Nonetheless, the government has pledged
fresh support to improve domestic consumption, while
maintaining growth measures for exports of high-value-
added green energy products. The authorities have also
tried to prop up financial markets by imposing short-sell-
ing restrictions and injecting funds through state-owned
enterprises, which could help stem capital outflows and
support a weakening yuan. Still, recent measures to re-
juvenate economic activity have yet to restore consumer
and investor confidence.
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WASHINGTON, Feb 19,
(AP): US. lawmakers are
raising alarms about what
they see as America’s failure
to compete with China in bio-
technology, warning of the
risks to U.S. national security
and commercial interests. But
as the two countries’ rivalry
expands into the biotech in-
dustry, some say that shutting
out Chinese companies would
only hurt the U.S.

Biotechnology promises to revo-
lutionize everyday life, with sci-
entists and researchers using it to
make rapid advances in medical
treatment, genetic engineering in
agriculture and novel biomateri-
als. Because of its potential, it has
caught the attention of both the
Chinese and U.S. governments.

Bills have been introduced in the
House and Senate to bar “foreign ad-
versary biotech companies of concern”
from doing business with federally
funded medical providers. The bills
name four Chinese-owned companies.

The Chinese Embassy said those be-
hind the bills have an “ideological bias”
and seek to suppress Chinese companies
“under false pretexts.” It demanded that
Chinese companies be given “open, just,
and non-discriminatory treatment.”

The debate over biotechnology is
taking place as the Biden administra-
tion tries to stabilize the volatile U.S.-
China relationship, which has been
battered by a range of issues, including
a trade war, the COVID-19 pandemic,
cybersecurity and militarization in the
South China Sea.

Critics of the legislation warn that
restrictions on Chinese companies
would impede advances that could
bring a greater good.

“In biotech, one cannot maintain
competitiveness by walling off oth-
ers,” said Abigail Coplin, an assistant
professor at Vassar College who spe-
cializes in China’s biotech industry.
She said she was worried that U.S.
policymakers would get too obsessed
with the technology’s military appli-
cations at the cost of hindering efforts
to cure disease and feed the world’s
population.

Al Ahli Bank of Kuwait officials pose with Best Corporate Governance
Bank award.

ABK bags Best Corporate
Governance Bank award

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 19: Al Ahli Bank
of Kuwait (ABK) is proud to announce
its achievement at the Global Business
Outlook Awards where the Bank was
honored with the title of ‘Best Cor-
porate Governance Bank. The awards
ceremony, held at Jumeirah Emirates
Tower, celebrated ABK’s excellence
and innovation in the banking and fi-
nancial sector.

Receiving this accolade is a testa-
ment to ABK’s unwavering commit-
ment to upholding the highest stan-
dards of corporate governance in the
banking sector. Commenting on this
achievement, Sana Al Sagabi, Acting
Chief Compliance Officer and Corpo-
rate Governance at ABK, said, “We
are pleased to receive this recogni-
tion which reflects our dedication to
maintaining sound corporate gover-
nance frameworks and instilling the
integrity,transparency,and responsibil-
ity values in our culture so as to rein-
force the Bank’s position as a leading
financial institution.”

This award affirms ABK’s con-
tinuous efforts in ensuring the high-
est standards of professional conduct
in all its transactions.The Bank seeks
to adhere to the instructions of the
Central Bank of Kuwait regarding the

rules and regulations of corporate gov-
ernance in Kuwaiti banks and adopt
them as an institutional culture, and
not just as regulatory instructions. Al-
Saqabicontinued, “It underscores the
Bank’s commitment to safeguarding
shareholders, investors, and stakehold-
ers’ interests and fostering long-term
sustainability as part of our ongoing
pursuit of excellence in governance.”

This award is one of many accom-
plishments and accolades that ABK
has received this year, adding to the
Bank’s impressive track record of
years of achievements. In the past year
alone, ABK has been recognized for
its outstanding performance, innova-
tion, and commitment to excellence
in the banking industry across human
resources, retail, governance, and cor-
porate banking.

This accomplishment reinforces
ABK’s position as a leader in promot-
ing good governance practices within
the financial industry. Al-Saqabi con-
cluded, “By setting an exemplary
benchmark, ABK aims to inspire and
influence its peers and the wider fi-
nancial community to prioritize and
elevate governance standards, thereby
contributing to the overall health and
stability of the financial sector.”

Eng. Alharbi resigns from stc Kuwait

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 19: Kuwait
Telecommunications Company — stc,
announced the resignation of Eng. Ma-
ziad Alharbi from his position as CEO
of the Company, after 5 years of lead-
ing the executive management team
at stc Kuwait. Alharbi submitted his
resignation to the Company’s Board
of Directors during the board meeting
held on Thursday, 15 February 2024,
where the resignation was officially
accepted by the board and disclosed
on Boursa Kuwait thereafter. It has
also been announced that Eng. Muataz
Abdullah AlDharrab will take on the
role of CEO.

In this regard, Dr. Mahmoud Ah-
mad Abdulrahman, Chairman of the
Company’s board, stated:“Alharbi
played a key role since he led the ex-
ecutive management team at stc Ku-
wait in 2019. Under his guidance, the
Company transitioned from offering
traditional telecom services to ex-
panding into business solutions and
digital services. This strategic shift
was exemplified by successful acqui-
sitions, including QualityNet in 2019

i

and e-Portal Holding Company in
2022, where Alharbi also served as
Chairman. Additionally, he oversaw
the rebranding of “VIVA” to “stc,”
aligning the Company with a unified
brand identity across Kuwait, Saudi
Arabia, and Bahrain.”

stc achieved strong financial results
under Alharbi’s tenure as CEO by
leveraging the Company’s technical

Eng. Maziad Alharbi

and human capabilities to align with
the objectives of the Company’s cus-
tomers and shareholders. As part of
this strategy,stc expanded its business
model and focused on delivering inte-
grated digital solutions to businesses
in various sectors, ultimately having
one of the largest contributions to stc’s
success. Since Alharbi took over, the
Company’s revenues increased by
22% despite the challenges and diffi-
culties witnessed in Kuwait’s market.
By end of 2023, stc achieved its high-
est revenues since establishment, with
total revenues reaching KD 351.4mil-
lion.

The digital transformation strategy
initiated and led by Alharbi has been
an instrumental factor in stc’s success
and contribution to the local economy,
government initiatives, and the rising
demand for digital and IT solutions.
stc played a significant role in foster-
ing relationships with investors and the
investment community, upholding the
highest standards of transparency and
best global practices in shareholder
communication.
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Experts share tips on navigating job insecurity and layoffs effectively
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Crisis to comeback: How to weather job loss
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An exterior view of Cisco Systems Inc. headquarters, May 9, 2012, in Santa Clara, Calif. On Wednesday, Feb. 14, 2024, internet networking pioneer Cisco Systems announced that more than

4,000 employees are being laid off, joining the parade of technology companies in a trend that has helped boost their profits and stock prices while serving as a sobering reminder job insecurity
in the dawning age of artificial intelligence. (AP)

¢I’ve been trying not to
focus too much on the
negative feelings about
it, because I know that
getting upset isn’t
going to make it any
easier for me to make a
fresh start.

¢In a consumption-satu-
rated society, time
spent neither producing
nor consuming goods
increasingly appeared
as wasted time. ?

NEW YORK, Feb 19, (AP): Recent
mass layoffs from technology and me-
dia companies, including eBay, Riot
Games and the Los Angeles Times,
might have you thinking about your
job security.

If you’re worried you could be laid
off - or if you’ve lost your job - per-
sonal finance professionals and career
advisers have recommendations for
how to cope. They range from prepar-
ing an emergency fund to understand-
ing your severance package.

Start saving

It’s crucial to start building an
emergency fund even when you feel
secure at your job, but especially if
you think you might lose it.

You might not be able to save
enough to cover the whole time you’ll
be out of work, but even a small
amount can reduce your stress.

When you start thinking about
saving, Jesse Mecham, founder of
the money management app YNAB,
recommends you ask yourself this
question: What do I want my money
to do?

Maybe a year ago, you wanted to
save for a trip abroad, while now you
want to have money in case you are
out of work for six months.

If you are aggressively paying off

debt and it’s affecting your ability to
save, Mecham recommends slow-

ing down payments. You should still
make at least the minimum payment,
but you might want to consider tem-
porarily using any money you’ve been
paying over that to build an extra cash
cushion so you have money available
should you need it. It’s also crucial

to avoid getting into further debt,
Mecham said.

Update your resume

It’s always a good idea to keep your
resume up to date but, but you should
also keep it customizable for several
jobs, said Scott Dobroski, career
trends expert for Indeed. You can do
this by leaving space in your resume
to include keywords that are specific
to the job you are applying for.

Jobs might require slightly different
skills if you are planning to stay in the
same industry, or completely different
skills if you move to another field. If
you keep your resume updated and
customizable, it could make things
easier when you need to move on.

Etienne Lepine, 46, a software
engineer at Keysight, was recently
notified that she will be laid off by the
end of the month. Soon after hearing
the news, she decided to work on up-
dating her resume and LinkedIn page.

Lepine had worked at the company
almost eight years and, while the
news affected her, she felt a sense of
empowerment when she was updating
her resume.

“I can’t control losing my job but
I can try to present myself in the best
possible way,” said Lepine, a resident
of Lafayette, Colorado.

Activate your network

Tapping into connections in your
industry now is a good idea, said
career coach Marlo Lyons. Talking
with your friends about possible job
openings elsewhere could give you a
head start.

Add to your skill set

Gaining new skills and adding cer-
tifications or courses to your resume
can be a good way to move up in your
current job. If you think you might
have to go somewhere else, look for
the skills that will make you a strong-
er candidate, Lyons said. Whether it’s
taking a free online course or signing
up to get a specific license, adding to
the skills listed on your resume will
have benefits whether you stay in your
current job or have to look for another
one.

Websites including Coursera and
edX offer courses and certifications
from universities around the U.S.

They offer some of the courses for
free.

Prioritize your mental health
Your mental health can be heavily
affected after a job loss. Take a breath

and let yourself feel the emotions.
Prioritizing your mental health will
allow you to approach your job search
in a better way, Dobroski said.

For Lepine, putting her mental
health first means focusing on the
positive aspects of a new chapter in
her life, rather than dwelling on how
hard it will be to leave a job she loves.

“I’ve been trying not to focus too
much on the negative feelings about
it, because I know that getting upset
isn’t going to make it any easier for
me to make a fresh start,” Lepine said.

Maintain a routine

Keeping some structure in your day
will help you with your mental health
and with the right cadence of applying
to jobs, Mecham said.

Planning your days so they include
eating at your usual time, working out
or going for a walk, and applying for
jobs for a certain number of hours will
keep you grounded, he said. Lyons
recommends designating a time dur-
ing the day to start and end applying
for jobs.

“Do not over-exhaust yourself with

applying to jobs,” Lyons said. “Take
time to do activities that make you
feel good.”

Lepine has been leaning into her
hobbies to feel better. Her regular
activities include baking, cooking and
going to her curling club.

“I’'m not stress eating. I'm stress
baking because I just keep cooking
things like, ‘Oh, what’s this new
recipe that’ll make me feel better?’,”
Lepine said.

Check your benefits

It’s crucial that you understand
your compensation package and save
any documentation that you need
to understand your benefits after
you’ve been laid off. Some especially
important things to know are your
health insurance and dental benefits,
Dobroski said.

In the last couple of weeks of
employment, Lepine has been mak-
ing sure that she has enough of her
prescriptions for a couple of months,
as she has Type 1 diabetes.

“I don’t want to get myself into a
situation where I don’t have enough
insulin or contact lenses or things to
keep living in a healthy way while
I’'m in this transitional period,” Lepine
said.

Network

Reaching out to your professional
and personal network can be helpful,
and it’s useful to give some direction
to friends and colleagues who want to
help, Lyons said.

Examples include asking them
to write you recommendations on
LinkedIn, recommend you for a job or
invite you to a conference for free.

Share your experience

It can be hard to talk about losing
your job, and you should only share if
you feel comfortable. But sharing can
help by allowing you to lean on your
support system.

‘When Lepine found out that she
was laid off, she was texting with
a good friend of hers who quickly
made her feel better by understanding
her way of coping with hard things:
humor.

Apply for unemployment

Applying for unemployment is an
option that everyone should utilize,
Lyons said. While the amount you get
for unemployment might not be as
much as your salary, it can help you to
stay afloat for some time.

“Companies you worked for are
required to pay state and federal
tax which provide unemployment
benefits,” Lyons said. “Don’t be shy
about collecting it.”

The Labor Department has tips on
applying for unemployment.

Consider a temporary job

A temporary job is a good option
if you can’t afford to be out of work,
Dobroski said. Lyons also recom-
mends temporary jobs and says you
should include them in your resume if
they showcase skills that match your
desired full-time job, such as leader-
ship or organizational skills.

“It shows that you have grit, that
you’re willing to work hard and take
care of your responsibilities,” she
said.

1S free time still so elu

By Gary Cross
Penn State

The Conversation is an independ-
ent and nonprofit source of news,
analysis and commentary from
academic experts.
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here have been massive gains in
productivity over the past century.

So why are people still working so
hard for so long?

Output per worker increased by
almost 300% between 1950 and 2018
in the U.S. The standard American
workweek, meanwhile, has remained
unchanged, at about 40 hours.

This paradox is especially notable
in the U.S., where the average work
year is 1,767 hours compared with
1,354 in Germany, a difference
largely due to Americans’ lack of
vacation time.

Some might argue that Ameri-
cans are just more hardworking. But
shouldn’t more productive work be
rewarded with more time free from
work?

This is the central theme of my new
book, “Free Time: The History of an
Elusive Ideal.”

Many economists see the status
quo mostly as a choice: People would
simply rather have more money. So
they prioritize work over free time.

However, in the past, many econo-
mists assumed that people’s need for
more stuff would eventually be met.
At that point, they would choose more
free time.

In fact, one of the most famous
economists of the 20th century, John

Breaking down 40-hour workweek conundrum

Maynard Keynes, confidently pre-
dicted in 1930 that within a century,
the normal workweek would decrease
to 15 hours. Yet Americans in their
prime working age are still on the job
41.7 hours per week.

Why was Keynes wrong?

Obviously, people’s needs or wants
were not fully met. In the first half of
the 20th century, advertising shifted
in ways that emphasized emotions
over utility, making consumers feel
like they needed to buy more stuff;
planned obsolescence shortened how
long products remained functional or
fashionable, spurring more frequent
purchases; and new, exciting - but
costly - goods and services kept con-
sumerism churning.

So workers continued to labor for
long hours to earn enough money to
spend.

Furthermore, as wages rose, the
opportunity cost of time spent away
from work also grew. This made more
free time less economically appealing.
In a consumption-saturated society,
time spent neither producing nor con-
suming goods increasingly appeared
as wasted time.

Interest in slower, cheaper activities
- reading a book, meeting a friend to
catch up over coffee - started to seem
less important than buying a pickup
truck or spending an hour at the ca-
sino, pursuits that demand disposable
income.

It’s still important to consider
whether there’s even any choice to be
made.

Almost everyone who works 40
hours a week or more does so because

they have to. There are bills to pay,
health insurance coverage to maintain
and retirement to squirrel away money
for. Some jobs are more precarious
than others, and many workers even
forego earned vacation time for fear
of losing promotions.

This hardly makes for a free choice.

But the 40-hour week isn’t the re-
sult of a personal calculation of costs
and benefits. Rather, it’s the result of
a hard-fought political battle that cul-
minated in the Fair Labor Standards
Act of 1938, which established the
standard 40-hour workweek, along
with a minimum wage.

Pressed by a labor movement that
was far more powerful than today’s,
the government implemented a range
of progressive economic policies
during the 1930s to help the nation
emerge from the Great Depression.

Many government officials viewed
setting a standard workweek as a way
to curtail exploitation and unfair com-
petition among employers, who would
otherwise be motivated to push their
employees to work for as long as possi-
ble. It was an emergency measure, not
a choice of more time over more per-
sonal income. Nor was it a step toward
the progressive reduction of hours
worked, as Keynes had envisioned.

In fact, it was hardly a radical
measure.

Labor leaders had initially proposed
a 30-hour week, which government
officials resoundingly rejected. Even
New Deal liberals saw a shortening of
working hours as a potential threat to
economic growth.

So the 40-hour week ended up as

the compromise, and the standard
hasn’t been updated since.

For most Americans, this was an
acceptable trade-off. They might be
working long hours, but they could af-
ford television sets, cars and homes in
the suburbs. Many families could live
on the wages of the full-time work of
the father, making the 40-hour week
seem reasonable, since the mother had
time to care for the family and home.

But this consensus has long since
been undermined. Since the 1970s,
inflation-adjusted wages haven’t
risen with economic growth. In many
households that include married or
partnered couples, a single wage
earner has been replaced by two earn-
ers, both of whom find themselves
working at least 40 hours per week.

It’s almost as if the 40-hour week
has been replaced by an 80-hour week
- at least in terms of hours worked per
household.

Who has time to raise kids? Who
can afford them? It’s no wonder the
birth rate has declined.

For decades, the amount of work
we do has been talked about as “just
the way things are” - an inevitability,
almost. It doesn’t seem possible for
society to take a different tack and,
like flipping a switch, work less.

To me, this resignation points to a
need to reconsider the social contracts
of the past. Most Americans will not
abandon their work ethic and their
insistence that most people work. Fair
enough.

Many people prefer working over
having vast stores of free time, and
that’s OK. And there’s still immense

sive?

value in work that doesn’t produce a
paycheck - caregiving and volunteer-
ing, for example.

But reducing the standard work-
week, perhaps by transitioning to a
four-day week, could ease stress for
overworked families.

These changes require political
action, not just individuals making the
personal choice to arrive at a better
work-life balance. And yet a national
reduction in the standard workweek
seems almost impossible. Congress
can’t even pass legislation for paid
family leave or guaranteed vacation
time.

It doesn’t help that elected leaders
continue to insist that well-being be
measured mostly by economic growth,
and when the U.S. media breathlessly
reports quarterly economic growth
data, with increases deemed “good”
and decreases deemed “bad.”

Why shouldn’t free time and its
benefits be included in the equation?
Why aren’t figures on the social costs
of unlimited growth publicized? Does
it even matter that the Dow Jones
Industrial Average has doubled in less
than a decade when economic security
is so fragile and so many people are
overstressed?

The idea that stratospheric increases
in productivity can allow for more
time for life is not simply a romantic
or sentimental idea. Keynes viewed it
as entirely reasonable.

Opportunities like the one that led
to the 40-hour workweek in the 1930s
rarely appear. But some sort of para-
digm shift is urgently needed.

Something has to give. (AP)
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Stephen and Evie McGee Colbert collahorate on cookbhook ‘Does This Taste Funny’

Women's Prize hopes to help change nonfiction book dominated by men

LONDON, Feb 19, (AP): Go into many bookstores, and the nonfiction
shelves will be dominated by men.

The Women’s Prize for Nonfiction hopes to change that.

“Nonfiction is still perceived to some extent as a man’s game,” said
British historian Suzannah Lipscomb, who is chairing the judging
panel for the inaugural edition of the U.K.-based prize. The judges an-
nounced a list of 16 contenders for the 30,000 pound ($38,000) award
on Thursday.

An offshoot of the 28-year-old Women’s Prize for Fiction, whose
past winners include Zadie Smith, Tayari Jones and Barbara Kingsolv-
er, the new prize is open to female English-language writers from any
country in any nonfiction genre.

Lipscomb noted that in 2022, only 26.5% of nonfiction books re-
viewed in Britain’s newspapers were by women, and male writers
dominated established nonfiction writing prizes.

“In all the ways that we recognize expertise and authority - giving
it exposure, giving it attention, sales, money earned by the authors -
women were not featuring as highly as their male counterparts,” she
said. “So I think that we do still need to close what (journalist) Mary
Ann Sieghart called the authority gap. And that’s why this prize is
needed.”

The company Nielsen Book Research found in 2019 that women
bought 59% of all the books sold in the U.K., but men accounted for
just over half of adult nonfiction purchases.

Authors from the United States, Australia, Canada, India, Jamaica,
the Philippines and the U.K. are on the prize longlist, chosen from 120

books submitted by publishers.

They include author-activist Naomi Klein ’s plunge into online mis-
information, “Doppleganger,” and journalist Patricia Evangelista’s
“Some People Need Killing,” a searing investigation of the Philip-
pines’ drug war.

There are works by leading academics and books on science and
technology, including Cat Bohannon’s “Eve: How the Female Body
Drove 200 Million Years of Human Evolution” and Madhumita Mur-
gia’s “Code-Dependent: Living in the Shadow of AL”

Genres

The list spans genres including travelogue (Alice Albinia’s “The
Britannias: An Island Quest”), history (Leah Redmond Chang’s Re-
naissance study “Young Queens”), biography (Anna Funder’s “Wife-
dom: Mrs. Orwell’s Invisible Life”) and autobiography (Safiya Sin-
clair’s “How to Say Babylon: A Jamaican Memoir™).

Asked what unites the disparate roster, Lipscomb quotes a line from
Funder’s book: “The project of good writing is to reveal to us the world
we thought we knew.”

“There is a trend towards redressing wrongs, telling untold stories,
exposing truths, revealing hypocrisies,” she said. “That sense of mak-
ing good comes out of them.”

Six finalists for the nonfiction award will be announced on March
27, and the winner will be unveiled at a ceremony in London on June
13.

Also:

NEW YORK: Stephen Colbert’s next book is very much about stirring
the pot.

Celadon Books announced Thursday that “The Late Show” host and
his wife, Evie McGee Colbert, have collaborated on the cookbook
“Does This Taste Funny: Recipes Our Family Loves,” to be published
on Sept. 17.

“We are so excited to announce our new cookbook, which we have
been working on together for two years,” the Colberts said in a state-
ment released through Celadon. “We hope everyone enjoys the recipes
and stories. We made it with love ... and an enormous amount of but-
ter.”

The book includes more than 100 recipes, from “Stephen’s Kinder-
garten Soup” to “The Colbert Bump Cocktail,” with an emphasis on the
Lowcountry cuisine of the Colberts’ native South Carolina.

“Readers will also enjoy the banter, reminiscences and stories, and
the gorgeous food photos and informal at-home pictures that fill the
book, making readers feel like they are right there in the kitchen with
Evie, Stephen, their children (and dog, Benny) and the extended family
who are at the heart of the Colberts’ lives,” Celadon’s announcement
reads in part.

Stephen Colbert’s previous books include “I Am America (And
So Can You!)” and “America Again: Re-becoming the Greatness We
Never Weren’t.”
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NEW YORK: Jennifer Lopez,
Bad Bunny, Chris Hemsworth
and Zendaya will join Vogue’s
Anna Wintour as co-chairs of this
year’s Met Gala, the magazine and
the Metropolitan Museum of Art
revealed Thursday.

And the dress code? “The
Garden of Time,” whatever that
means in the imaginations of
the star-studded crowd that will
ascend the museum’s grand steps
on the first Monday in May at the
splashy benefit.

The dress code ties into the
theme of this year’s May 6 gala,
which aligns with the spring
exhibition at the Met’s Costume
Institute. This year’s theme is
“Sleeping Beauties: Reawaken-
ing Fashion.” The reference is
not to the fairytale, though, but to
treasured garments from the vast
collection at the Costume Institute
- some too fragile to hang upright.
Museum curators will place them
in glass cases, like Sleeping
Beauty herself.

Curator Andrew Bolton, who
masterminds the Met’s block-
buster fashion exhibits, said at
a preview in November that he
was looking for a way to literally
breathe life into a collection of
33,000 pieces, many of which
are never seen. He’s chosen
about 250 of them, and will
organize the show around themes
of land, sea, and sky.

The gala is a fundraiser for the
Costume Institute, bringing in
the bulk of its annual budget. To
date, the event has raised more
than $223.5 million, according to
the Met.

The carpet beforehand is one of
the biggest pop culture spectacles
of the year with stars like Lady
Gaga, Kim Kardashian, Billy
Porter and Rihanna wearing out-
fits tailored to the night’s theme.

This is Bad Bunny’s third
year at the gala and the first for
Hemsworth. Lopez has been
on the guest list 13 times and
Zendaya five.

Honorary chairs are Loewe cre-
ative director Jonathan Anderson
and TikTok CEO Shou Zi Chew.
TikTok is the gala’s sponsor, with
support from Loewe.

The exhibit will run May 10-
Sept. 2, 2024. (AP)
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LOS ANGELES: Throughout her

career, Jennifer Lopez has been

Awards, BAFTA’s, in London, Sunday, Feb. 18, 2024. (AP)

Film

Atom bomb epic cementing front-runner status for Oscars

‘Oppenheimer’ wins 7 prizes at BAFTA

LONDON, Feb 19, (AP): Atom bomb epic “Oppenhe-
imer” won seven prizes, including best picture, director
and actor, at the 77th British Academy Film Awards on
Sunday, cementing its front-runner status for the Oscars
next month.

Gothic fantasia “Poor Things” took five prizes and
Holocaust drama “The Zone of Interest” won three.

British-born filmmaker Christopher Nolan won his
first best director BAFTA for “Oppenheimer,” and Irish
performer Cillian Murphy won the best actor prize for
playing physicist J. Robert Oppenheimer, the father of
the atomic bomb.

Murphy said he was grateful to play such a “colos-
sally knotty, complex character.”

Nolan noted that nuclear weapons are “a nihilistic
subject and the film inevitably reflects that,” telling the
movie’s backers: “Thank you for taking on something
dark.”

Emma Stone was named best actress for playing
the wild and spirited Bella Baxter in “Poor Things,” a
steampunk-style visual extravaganza that won prizes
for visual effects, production design, makeup and hair
and costume design.

“Oppenheimer” had a field-leading 13 nominations,
but missed out on the record of nine trophies, set in
1971 by “Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid.”

It won the best film race against “Poor Things,” “Kill-
ers of the Flower Moon,” “Anatomy of a Fall” and “The
Holdovers.” “Oppenheimer” also scooped trophies for
editing, cinematography and musical score, as well as
the best supporting actor prize for Robert Downey Jr.,
who played Atomic Energy Commission head Lewis
Strauss.

Da’Vine Joy Randolph was named best supporting
actress for playing a boarding school cook in “The
Holdovers” and said she felt a “responsibility I don’t
take lightly” to tell the stories of underrepresented peo-
ple like her character Mary.

“Oppenheimer” faced stiff competition in what’s
widely considered a vintage year for cinema and an
awards season energized by the end of actors’ and writ-
ers’ strikes that shut down Hollywood for months.

“The Zone of Interest,” a British-produced film shot
in Poland with a largely German cast, was named both

best British film and best film not in English - a first -
and also took the prize for its sound, which has been
described as the real star of the film.

Jonathan Glazer’s unsettling drama takes place in a
family home just outside the walls of the Auschwitz
death camp, whose horrors are heard and hinted at,
rather than seen.

“Walls aren’t new from before or since the Holo-
caust, and it seems stark right now that we should care
about innocent people being killed in Gaza or Yemen
or Mariupol or Israel,” producer James Wilson said.
“Thank you for recognizing a film that asks us to think
in those spaces.”

Ukraine war documentary “20 Days in Mariupol,”
produced by The Associated Press and PBS “Front-
line,” won the prize for best documentary.

Reality of life

“This is not about us,” said filmmaker Mstyslav
Chernov, who captured the harrowing reality of life
in the besieged city with an AP team. “This is about
Ukraine, about the people of Mariupol.”

Chernov said the story of the city and its fall into
Russian occupation “is a symbol of struggle and a sym-
bol of faith. Thank you for empowering our voice and
let’s just keep fighting.”

The awards ceremony, hosted by “Doctor Who”
star David Tennant - who entered wearing a kilt and
sequined top while carrying a dog named Bark Ruf-
falo - was a glitzy, British-accented appetizer for Hol-
lywood’s Academy Awards, closely watched for hints
about who might win at the Oscars on March 10.

The prize for original screenplay went to French
courtroom drama “Anatomy of a Fall.” The film about
a woman on trial over the death of her husband was
written by director Justine Triet and her partner, Arthur
Harari.

“It’s a fiction, and we are reasonably fine,” Triet
joked.

Cord Jefferson won the adapted screenplay prize for
the satirical “American Fiction,” about the struggles of
an African American novelist

Jefferson said he hoped the success of the movie
“maybe changes the minds of the people who are in

charge of greenlighting films and TV shows, allows
them to be less risk-averse.”

Historical epic “Killers of the Flower Moon,” Leon-
ard Bernstein biopic “Maestro,” grief-flecked love story
“All of Us Strangers” and class-war dramedy “Saltburn
” all won nothing despite multiple nominations.

“ Barbie,” one half of 2023’s “Barbenheimer” box
office juggernaut and the year’s top-grossing film, also
came up empty from five nominations. “Barbie” direc-
tor Greta Gerwig failed to get a directing nomination
for either the BAFTAs or the Oscars, in what was seen
by many as a major snub.

Britain’s film academy introduced changes to in-
crease the awards’ diversity in 2020, when no women
were nominated as best director for the seventh year
running and all 20 nominees in the lead and support-
ing performer categories were white. However, Triet
was the only woman among this year’s six best-director
nominees.

The Rising Star award, the only category decided by
public vote, went to Mia McKenna-Bruce, star of “How
to Have Sex.”

Before the ceremony, nominees, including Bradley
Cooper, Carey Mulligan, Emily Blunt, Rosamund Pike,
Ryan Gosling and Ayo Edebiri all walked the red carpet
at London’s Royal Festival Hall, along with presenters
Andrew Scott, Cate Blanchett, Idris Elba and David
Beckham.

Guest of honor was Prince William, in his role as
president of the British Academy of Film and Televi-
sion Arts. He arrived without his wife, Kate, who is re-
covering from abdominal surgery last month.

The ceremony included musical performances by
“Ted Lasso” star Hannah Waddingham, singing “Time
After Time,” and Sophie Ellis-Bextor, singing her 2001
hit “Murder on the Dancefloor,” which shot back up the
charts after featuring in “Saltburn.”

Film curator June Givanni, founder of the June
Givanni PanAfrican Cinema Archive, was honored for
outstanding British contribution to cinema, while ac-
tress Samantha Morton received the academy’s highest
honor, the BAFTA Fellowship.

Morton, who grew up in foster care and children’s
homes, said that “representation matters.”

hailed as an epochal, prolific and
hard-working artist. One adjec-
tive not often associated with the
pop icon-turned-actor and movie
producer, however, is self-depre-
cating.

But as she readies to drop her
first studio album in a decade,
Lopez is performing a kind of
fictionalized mea culpa about
her past romantic relation-

ships in “This is Me ... Now:
A Love Story,” hitting Prime
Video Friday in tandem with the
album’s release. Live Nation
also announced Thursday that
Lopez will embark on a 30-plus
city tour beginning June 26 in
Orlando, Florida.

The 65-minute musical film,
which she self-financed, follows
a hopeless romantic in search

Ben Affleck

Lopez

of love (Lopez) and the myriad
ways she contends with repeated
heartbreak, including visits to her
therapist (played by Fat Joe) and
sobbing through old romantic
films. From a distance, a star-
studded Zodiac council, played
by Jane Fonda, Post Malone,
Keke Palmer, Sofia Vergara and
others, provide a sympathetic but
mercilessly faultfinding com-

mentary on her desperation for
love, failed marriages (Lopez is
on her fourth) - and rebounding
relationships.

At 54, Lopez said her ninth stu-
dio album and its accompanying
film were the result of a sudden
burst of inspiration, a large part of
which she attributes to her rekin-
dled romance with and marriage to
Ben Affleck. (AP)
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Grandmas earn phrase

Wang'’s film steals
spotlight at Oscars

NEW YORK, Feb 19, (AP): Sean Wang’s two
grandmothers live together. They read the news-
paper together. They dance together. They sleep
in the same room and complain about each other.
The older of the two, Yi Yan Fuei, is 96. The
younger, Chang Li Hua, is 86. They’re in-laws
but they act more like sisters.

When Wang, their 29-year-old grandson, was
getting into filmmaking, one of the first he made
was a short where Yi and Chang feed him blue-
berries. When Sean refuses, they kill him and bury
him in the backyard.

Wang kept shooting them in their Bay Area
home, especially after he moved back in with his
nearby mom during the pandemic. They got ac-
customed to his camera be-
ing around. But they never
thought it would lead to
the Academy Awards.

“Nai Nai and Wai Pé,”
Wang’s deeply charming
portrait of his grandmoth-
ers, is nominated for best
documentary short at the
Academy Awards. In it,
Wang films Yi and Chang
going about their daily
lives with bits of playful-
ness mixed in. They arm wrestle. They play dress-
up. They watch “Superbad.” But mostly, “Nai
Nai and Wai P6,” which translates as maternal
grandmother and paternal grandmother in Manda-
rin, captures the joy of two spirited ladies in older
age as they occasionally chide their grandson’s at-
tempts to turn them into movie stars.

“When you first asked us to be movie stars, we
were like, ‘This must be a joke,”” Chang says in
an interview by Zoom alongside Yi, with Wang
joining from Los Angeles. “But now that we made
this movie and it’s going to the Oscars, we do kind
of feel like movie stars. Now that this whole expe-
rience has happened, we do feel a little prettier.”

When Oscar nominations were announced
last month, it wasn’t Bradley Cooper’s or Emma
Stone’s reactions that went viral. It was the cel-
ebration, caught on video, of Yi and Chang, with
Wang, his mom and producer Sam Davis stand-
ing over them. In the film, which is streaming on
Disney+, Yi and Chang reflect on mortality and
the essential things in life. “As long as I have the
newspaper, I can live,” says Yi in the film, with
magnifying glass in hand. Now, they’re in the
news, themselves.

“Every day I open the newspaper and if I got to
see you, that’d be amazing,” Yi tells Wang, who,
after translating, shrugged: “I don’t think we’ve
made it into the Taiwanese newspapers yet.”

Inspired

A prominent news story a few years ago partly
inspired Wang to make the movie. During the
pandemic, when Asian and Asian-American hate
crimes were escalating, he saw his grandmothers
as a perfect antidote to the hateful stereotyping
that followed COVID-19. At the same time, the
short, which premiered last year at SXSW, was
meant to essentially just be a simple home movie.

“That’s kind of why we made this movie,”
Wang says. “It’s just so we could have this recol-
lection, this time capsule that captures the essence
of these two women. Long after they’ve passed
away, we can have some sort of memento to re-
member what their lives were like.”

Yi and Chang both grew up in poverty in wartime
Taiwan. Their vivacious attitude (“Doesn’t matter
if we know how to dance,” Chang says in the film.
“We’ll shake our hips.”) is a conscious reaction to
hardship they’ve experienced. In the film, Chang
notes that days spent sad pass the same as those
spent happy. “So I'm going to choose joy.”

“There was so much pain in our childhoods,”
Chang says now, tearing up. “Our late lives are so
much more fortunate than what we experienced
when we were young. And then to be surrounded
by our family, there’s so much more joy around us
than when we were young.”

Sensation

That includes Wang who, when not brightening
the days of his grandmothers, has emerged as one
of the breakthrough filmmakers of the year. At the
same time that “Nai Nai and Wai P6” was landing
its Oscar nomination, Wang’s feature film directo-
rial debut, “Didi,” was a sensation at the Sundance
Film Festival.

At Sundance, “Didi,” a semi-autobiographical
coming-of-age comedy about a teenage Taiwan-
ese American skater kid growing up in Los Ange-
les, won the U.S Dramatic Audience Award and
the special jury award for best ensemble cast - a
cast that includes Chang as the mother-in-law. Fo-
cus acquired the film, the title of which can mean
both “little brother” or a term of endearment for a
family’s youngest son in Mandarin.

“Surreal and bonkers,” Wang says of the twin
successes. “To have these spotlights on global
platforms for these stories that come from such a
deep personal place is bonkers.”

A through line for Wang in his rapidly unfold-
ing filmography is family. An earlier short of his,
“3,000 Miles,” tenderly stitches together voice-
mails left by his mother while Wang was living in
New York. It concludes sweetly in their reunion.
To Wang, his role as a filmmaker is to consider
his strongest emotions - and more often than not,
those feelings are connected to family.

“Making films about my family helps me bridge
the gap in my life as a human - seeing my mom
not just as my mom or my grandmother not just as
my grandmother but as people,” Wang says. “I'm
still learning to bridge that gap.”

Now, Wang’s family life will converge, of all
places, at the Academy Awards.

“We’re going to the Oscars and I'm going with
my grandmas,” Wang says, smiling. “It’s just,
like, a sentence I never thought I would say.”

For their part, Yi and Chang describe their feel-
ings about attending the Oscars with their grandson
in excited unison. “Wonderful! Wonderful!” they
shout in English. Asked who they’re looking for-
ward to meeting, Chang considers for a moment.

“Will Ang Lee be there?” she says.

But amid their disbelief, Chang and Yi think
there’s an important lesson to be found in the suc-
cess of “Nai Nai and Wai P6” that doesn’t have
to do with them, but in the grandson behind the
camera. Even if the film concludes with Chang
cursing Wang as a “freakin’ brat.”

Jackie Sandler, left, and Adam
Sandler arrive at the People’s
Choice Awards on Sunday,
Feb. 18, 2024, at the Barker
Hangar in Santa Monica, Cali-
fornia. Sandler won the Peo-
ple’s Icon Award presented by
Jennifer Aniston. (AP)

Variety

NEW YORK: The mild-mannered
Franklin - the first Black char-
acter in the “Peanuts” comic
strip - gets to shine in his own
animated Apple TV+ special
this month in a story about
friendship.

Franklin is a newcomer
who bonds with Charlie
Brown and is welcomed to the
Peanuts universe in “Snoopy
Presents: Welcome Home,
Franklin,” which premieres on
Friday.

Co-writer Robb Armstrong,
the cartoonist behind the “Jump
Start” strip., says he’s building
on the blueprints that “Peanuts”
creator Charles Schulz left.
“Whenever you start with good
ingredients, you have to work
hard to make a bad cake out of
it,” he says.

Race is never explicitly
mentioned but Armstrong and
co-writer Scott Montgom-
ery make a subtle nod when
Franklin surveys the kids in
his new town and remarks,
“One thing was for sure:
There was a lack of variety in
this place.”

“I never wanted to come
off preachy or anything, but
it needed to be handled in the
same way that I handled it in
‘Jump Start,”” says Armstrong.
“I don’t come out and call peo-
ple anything. I let the characters
participate in a problem solving
process.”

The portrait of Franklin that
emerges is of a boy who likes
baseball and outer space, is
good with his hands and listens
to Stevie Wonder, Little Rich-
ard, James Brown and John
Coltrane.

When he arrives in town, he’s
tired of a life constantly mov-
ing, since his father’s military
job takes them from location to
location. “I have lived in lot of
different places but none that I
can call home,” he says.

But his introduction to the
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This image released by Paramount Pictures shows Kingsley Ben-Adir in ‘Bob Marley: One Love.’

Film

T

‘Madame Web’ flops

AP)

‘Bob Marley: One Love’ stirs up $27.7 min

NEW YORK, Feb 19, (AP): Paramount Pictures’ Bob Mar-
ley biopic “Bob Marley: One Love” outperformed expecta-
tions to debut at No. 1 at the box office with a $27.7 million
opening weekend, while Sony’s “Madame Web” flopped
with one of the lowest debuts for a movie centered on a Mar-
vel character.

Both films launched in theaters on Tuesday to rope in Val-
entine’s Day moviegoers. But on a weekend that was once ex-
pected to go to “Madame Web,” “One Love” emerged as the
much-preferred option in theaters, despite largely poor reviews.

Instead, “One Love,” starring Kingsley Ben-Adir and pro-
duced with the involvement of the Marley estate, performed
roughly on par with previous hit musical biopics like “Rocket-
man” and “Elvis.” Paramount is forecasting that “One Love”
will gross $51 million over its first six days, including estimates
for President’s Day on Monday. It added $29 million from 47
international territories.

Chris Aronson, distribution chief for Paramount, noted that
pre-release projections forecast a six-day total closer to $30
million for “One Love.” But moviegoers from a wide range
turned out for the first big-screen biopic of the Rastafarian leg-
end.

“It was across all generations. It wasn’t just a movie for an
older audience that grew up with Bob Marley’s music,” said
Aronson. “Our highest quadrant was (age) 18 to 24. A third of
the audience was under 25. That, to me, speaks volumes.”

Produced for about $70 million, “One Love,” directed by Re-
inaldo Marcus Green, chronicles Marley during the making of
the 1977 album “Exodus” while leading up to a pivotal concert
for his native Jamaica. Among the movie’s producers are Mar-
ley’s children, Ziggy and Cedella, and his wife, Rita.

Ziggy Marley, in a statement Sunday, said: “We thank the
people for embracing this film and in so doing helping to high-
light the message of one love.”

Though critics dinged the film (43% “fresh” on Rotten To-
matoes) for relying on biopic conventions, audiences gave it
a much higher grade, with an “A” CinemaScore. That kind of
audience response plus the strong opening should bode well for
the film’s run.

“Madame Web,” however, was dead on arrival. Over six
days, Sony is estimating a $15.2 million weekend and a six-day
$25.8 million haul. Audiences (a “C+” CinemaScore) agreed
with critics (13% “fresh”).

Such launches were once unfathomable for stand-alone su-

perhero films. But the film, an extension of Sony’s universe of
Spider-Man films, struggled to shed the bad buzz surrounding
the $80 million project. In it, Dakota Johnson stars as a New
York paramedic with clairvoyant powers.

“The entire superhero genre has had a really rough go of
it over the past year,” said Paul Dergarabedian, senior media
analyst for data firm Comscore. “Certain things are no longer a
sure bet. Except maybe now, the musical biopic has become the
go-to genre. It just shows how tastes can change.”

Sony’s Spider-Man spinoffs have been mostly hit and miss.
Its two “Venom” films have together surpassed $1.3 billion
worldwide. But 2022’s poorly received “Morbius” collected
just $167.4 million globally. “Madame Web” still couldn’t
come close to the $39 million domestic opening weekend for
“Morbius.” In 61 overseas markets, “Madame Web” added
$25.7 million.

The better news for Sony’s Spider-verse came Saturday
night at the 51st Annie Awards, where “Spider-Man: Across
the Spider-Verse” won best feature and collected seven prizes
in total. “Across the Spider-Verse” is nominated for best ani-
mated feature at the Academy Awards - and the Annie Awards
can often be a good predictor of winner.

The 2024 box office has gotten off to a sobering start for
Hollywood, and the disappointing result for “Madame Web”
won’t help. Moviegoing has slowed to a crawl in recent weeks,
while 2023’s strikes have impacted this year’s release sched-
ules. Even with the strong “One Love” opening, ticket sales
were down 15% on the weekend compared to 2023, according
to ComScore.

Expectations are high for “Dune: Part Two,” opening March
1. Until then, “Bob Marley: One Love” will be jammin’.

Estimated ticket sales for Friday through Sunday at U.S. and
Canadian theaters, according to Comscore. Final domestic fig-
ures will be released Monday.

1. “Bob Marley: One Love,” $27.7 million.

2. “Madame Web,” $15.2 million.

3. “Argylle,” $4.7 million.

4. “Migration,” $3.8 million.

5. “The Chosen,” Episodes 4-6, $3.4 million.

6. “Wonka,” $3.4 million.

7. “The Beekeeper,” $3.3 million.

8. “Anyone But You,” $2.4 million.

9. “Lisa Frankenstein,” $2 million.

10. “Land of Bad,” $1.8 million.

“Peanuts” gang initially goes
poorly. He mistakes Lucy’s
psychiatric booth for a lemon-
ade stand and he freaks Linus
out by picking a pumpkin from
his patch. “If I didn’t know
better, I’d swear I was in ‘The
Twilight Zone,’” Franklin says.
“Every time he’s moved,
he’s had to learn how to make
friends quick and that meant
that he didn’t feel he could
ever be his authentic self,” said
director and story editor Ray-
mond S. Persi. “So when he
comes to this town, his normal
tricks don’t work because these
are kind of weird kids.”
Franklin made his first ap-
pearance in the newspaper strip
on July 31, 1968, prompted by

a request from a school teacher
for Schulz to integrate his
comic strip world in the wake
of the assassination of The Rev.
Martin Luther King Jr.

Schulz introduced him by
having Franklin return Charlie
Brown’s wayward beach ball
one day by the sea. It was a his-
torical meeting and a statement:
Many public beaches, like other
public facilities such as schools,
swimming pools, theaters and
restaurants, were segregated at
the time.

The new Apple TV+ special
recreates that first meeting,
with Franklin returning Charlie
Brown’s errant beach ball and
then the two building a sandcas-
tle together.

This image released by Apple TV+ shows Peanuts characters

Charlie Brown, left, riding with Franklin as Snoopy follows at
right, in a scene from the animated special ‘Snoopy Presents:
Welcome Home, Franklin,” premiering Friday. (AP)

“To have this very simple
idea of two children who don’t
know about racism, having fun
playing at the beach, building
something together, I think was
just so smart,” said Persi.

Franklin and Charlie Brown
soon enter a soap box derby
competition and their friendship
is tested before a deep bond is
forged. “They’re not perfect.
I’m not perfect. But we can
get through the rough spots
together, as friends,” Franklin
says.

“What I really like about
the special is you're getting a
chance to see this friendship
kind of grow in real time, in the
way that real friendships do,”
says Persi, who has directed
animated projects with “The
Simpsons,” Mickey Mouse and
the Minions.

As usual for a “Peanuts”
show, music plays a key role.
Original music by Jeff Mor-
row leans into sophisticated
jazz and, in nods to Franklin,
Berry’s “Johnny B. Goode,”
“Nothing from Nothing” by
Billy Preston and some Col-
trane playing on a jukebox.

Armstrong has also used the
special to correct some misper-
ceptions about the 1973 classic
“A Charlie Brown Thanksgiv-
ing.” In that special, Franklin
sits by himself on one side of
the Thanksgiving table, leading
some to suggest he’s not been
fully embraced. In the new

special, Franklin is specifically
asked to come sit with his new
pals on their side during a pizza
party celebration.

Armstrong says he started
with that scene and then had
to figure out how the gang got
there. The writers came up with
a soap box derby. “We needed
something that was very highly
action-oriented and packed with
great risk. It had to be a compe-
tition,” Armstrong says.

The special has plenty of
lessons for kids and adults
- winning isn’t everything,
friendships can be messy but
rewarding and be your authen-
tic self.

“What I'd like people to get
out of it is that you don’t have
to be something different for
other people. Being yourself is
what’s going to bring the right
people into your lives,” says
Persi.

Armstrong, who grew up
revering Schulz, has a deep
connection to Franklin. He
became a cartoonist and
a friend to Schulz. It was
Schulz himself who asked
the younger cartoonist if he
would lend his last name to
the character. So to have him
years later spotlight Franklin
in a TV special seems almost
divine intervention.

“Sometimes a miracle hap-
pens,” says Armstrong. “If
someone’s got a better answer,
I’d love to hear it.
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Balancing innovation

Some video game actors are
letting Al clone their voices

LOS ANGELES, Feb 19, (AP): If you are battling a video
game goblin who speaks with a Cockney accent, or asking a
gruff Scottish blacksmith to forge a virtual sword, you might
be hearing the voice of actor Andy Magee.

Except it’s not quite Magee’s voice. It’s a synthetic voice
clone generated by artificial intelligence.

As video game worlds get more expansive, some game stu-
dios are experimenting with Al tools to give voice to a poten-
tially unlimited number of characters and conversations. It also
saves time and money on the “vocal scratch” recordings game
developers use as placeholders to test scenes and scripts.

The response from professional actors has been mixed.
Some fear that Al voices could replace all but the most famous
human actors if big studios have their way. Others, like Magee,
have been willing to give it a try if they’re fairly compensated
and their voices aren’t misused.

“I hadn’t really anticipated Al voices to be my break into
the industry, but, alas, I was offered
paid voice work, and I was grateful for
any experience I could get at the time,”
said Magee, who grew up in Northern
Ireland and has previously worked as a
craft brewery manager, delivery driver
and farmer.

He now specializes in voicing a
diverse range of characters from the
British Isles, turning what he used to
consider a party trick into a rewarding
career.

Al voice clones don’t have the best
reputation, in part because they’ve been
misused to create convincing deepfakes of real people - from
U.S. President Joe Biden to the late Anthony Bourdain - saying
things they never said. Some early attempts by independent
developers to add them to video games have also been poorly
received, both by gamers and actors - not all of whom con-
sented to having their voices used in that way.

Most of the big studios haven’t yet employed Al voices in a
noticeable way and are still in ongoing negotiations on how to use
them with Hollywood’s actors union, which also represents game
performers. Concerns about how movie studios will use Al helped
fuel last year’s strikes by the Screen Actors Guild-American Fed-
eration of Television and Radio Artists but when it comes to game
studios, the union is showing signs that a deal is likely.

Sarah Elmaleh, who has played the Cube Queen in Fortnite and
numerous other high-profile roles in blockbuster and indie games,
said she has “always been one of the more conservative voices” on
Al-generated voices but now considers herself more agnostic.

“We’ve seen some uses where the (game developer’s) inter-
est was a shortcut that was exploitative and was not done in
consultation with the actor,” said Elmaleh, who chairs SAG-
AFTRA’s negotiating committee for interactive media.

But in other cases, she said, the role of an Al voice is often
invisible and used to clean up a recording in the later stages of
production, or to make a character sound older or younger at a
different stage of their virtual life.

“There are use cases that I would consider with the right
developer, or that I simply feel that the developer should have
the right to offer to an actor, and then an actor should have the
right to consider that it can be done safely and fairly without
exploiting them,” Elmaleh said.

SAG-AFTRA has already made a deal with one Al voice
company, Replica Studios, announced last month at the CES
gadget show in Las Vegas. The agreement - which SAG-AF-
TRA President Fran Drescher described as “a great example
of Al being done right” - enables major studios to work with
unionized actors to create and license a digital replica of their
voice. It sets terms that also allow performers to opt out of hav-
ing their voices used in perpetuity.

“Everyone says they’re doing it with ethics in mind,” but
most are not and some are training their Al systems with voice
data pulled off the internet without the speaker’s permission,
said Replica Studios CEO Shreyas Nivas.

Nivas said his company licenses characters for a period of
time. To clone a voice, it will schedule a recording session and
ask the actor to voice a script either in their regular voice or the
voice of the character they are performing.

“They control whether they wish to go ahead with this,” he
said. “It’s creating new revenue streams. We’re not replacing
actors.”

It was Replica Studios that first reached out to Magee about a
voice-over audio clip he had created demonstrating a Scottish ac-
cent. Working from his home studio in Vancouver, British Colum-
bia, he’s since created a number of Al replicas and pitched his own
ideas for them. For each character he’ll record lines with distinct
emotions - some happy, some sad, some in battle duress. Each
mood gets about 7,000 words, and the final audio data set amounts
to several hours covering all of a character’s styles.

Once cloned, a paid subscriber of Replica’s text-to-speech
tool can make that voice say pretty much anything - within
certain guidelines.

Magee said the experience has opened doors to a range of
acting experiences that don’t involve Al - including a role in
the upcoming strategy game Godsworn.

Voice actor Zeke Alton, whose credits include more than
a dozen roles in the Call of Duty military action franchise,
hasn’t yet agreed to lending his voice to an Al replica. But he
understands why studios might want them as they try to scale
up game franchises such as Baldur’s Gate and Starfield where
players can explore vast, open worlds and encounter elves,
warlocks or aliens at every corner.

Elmaleh
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Children are ‘expensive’ not just
for parents, but the environment

So how many is too many?

By Trevor Hedberg
University of Arizona

The Conversation is an independent and nonprofit source of news, analysis and

commentary from academic experts.

g o aQ

People born in the future stand to inherit a planet in the midst of a global ecological
crisis. Natural habitats are being decimated, the world is growing hotter, and scien-

tists fear we are experiencing the sixth mass extinction event in Earth’s history.

Under such circumstances, is it reasonable to bring a child into the world?

My philosophical research deals with environmental and procreative ethics - the eth-
ics of choosing how many children to have or whether to have them at all. Recently,
my work has explored questions where these two fields intersect, such as how climate
change should affect decision-making about having a family.

Procreation is often viewed as a personal or private choice that should not be scruti-
nized. However, it is a choice that affects others: the parents, the children themselves
and the people who will inhabit the world alongside those children in the future. Thus,

andia neighborhood of Brasilia, Brazil, on Feb. 16, 2024. (AP)

Hot city susceptible to outhreaks

Brazil's health workers scour junkyards
for mosquitos to fight dengue outbreaks

RIO DE JANEIRO, Feb 19, (AP): The
small team of state public health work-
ers slalomed between auto parts strewn
across a Rio de Janeiro junkyard, look-
ing for standing water where mosquitoes
might have laid their eggs.

They were part of nationwide efforts to
curtail a surge in Brazil of the mosquito-
borne illness of dengue fever during the
country’s key tourist season that runs
through the end of February.

Paulo Cesar Gomes, a 56-year-old en-
tomologist, found some mosquito larvae
swimming in shallow rainwater inside a
car bumper.

“We call this type of location a strategic
point” because of the high turnover in items
converging from all over, he said. “It’s dif-
ficult not to have mosquitoes here.”

Earlier in the month, just days before
Rio kicked of its world-famous Carnival
festivities, the city joined several states
and the country’s capital in declaring a
public health epidemic over this year’s
greater-than-normal number of cases of
dengue.

“We had more cases in January than
any other January,” Ethel Maciel, head
of health surveillance at Brazil’s Health
Ministry, said in an interview with The
Associated Press.

So far this year, Brazil has recorded
512,000 cases nationwide, including both
confirmed and likely cases - nearly four
times more than those registered in the
same period a year ago.

There have been 425 deaths under in-
vestigation for dengue so far this year,
with 75 confirmed, as compared with just
over 1,000 for all of 2023.

Dengue is a viral infection transmitted
to humans through the bite of infected
mosquitoes. Frequent rains and high tem-
peratures, which accelerate the hatching
of mosquito eggs and the development of
larvae, make the famously hot city of Rio
especially susceptible to outbreaks.

Many who are infected never develop
symptoms, but dengue can cause high fever,
headache, body aches, nausea and a rash,
according to the World Health Organiza-
tion. While most get better after a week or
so, some develop a severe form that requires
hospitalization and can be fatal.

Health workers like Gomes, equipped
with masks and plastic gloves, meticu-
lously combed the junkyard on a hot
morning, gently kicking and shaking
piled up auto parts looking for any trace
of the Aedes aegypti mosquito that can
spread dengue.

Whenever he saw standing water Gomes
grabbed a hand pipette out of his bag and
looked for larvae, which he collected in a
white plastic container. Captured mosquitos
and larvae are kept alive and brought to a
city laboratory to be tested for dengue.

At locations with positive tests, health
agents spray the walls with a product that
kills mosquitos and then monitor the lo-
cation for weeks.

Maciel, from the Health Ministry, said

the first warning about a possible epidem-
ic came in September.

Brazil’s leading research institute, the
state-funded Oswaldo Cruz Foundation,
or Fiocruz, came up with several sce-
narios indicating that Brazil could have
as many as 4.2 million cases this year, up
from 1.6 million in 2023.

Maciel said the surge is due to exces-
sive heat and intense rain, both possible
effects of climate change or El Nifio, a
natural, temporary and occasional warm-
ing of part of the Pacific that shifts weath-
er patterns across the globe.

Maciel also cited the circulation of four
dengue virus serotypes at the same time,
one of which authorities had not seen in
15 years.

In Rio, more than 80% of mosquito
breeding sites are located in residential
properties, health officials say. So, efforts
to combat dengue must start in homes,
and raising awareness is key, said Mdrio
Sérgio Ribeiro, a health surveillance of-
ficial for Rio de Janeiro state.

State officials launched a “10 minutes that
save lives” initiative to encourage residents
to inspect their homes, offices and places of
worship for any standing water.

Health workers and volunteers went
door to door, pacing up and down the nar-
row streets of Rio’s Tabajara working-
class neighborhood, or favela, to spread
the word. They distributed leaflets and
climbed on rooftops, looking for contain-
ers with rainwater.

it is an appropriate topic for moral reflec-
tion.

Let’s start by thinking about why it
might be wrong to have a large family.

Many people who care about the envi-
ronment believe they are obligated to try
to reduce their impact: driving fuel-effi-
cient vehicles, recycling and purchasing
food locally, for example.

But the decision to have a child - to cre-
ate another person who will most likely
adopt a similar lifestyle to your own -
vastly outweighs the impact of these ac-
tivities. Based on the average distance a
car travels each year, people in developed
countries can save the equivalent of 2.4
metric tons of CO2 emissions each year
by living without a vehicle, according to
one literature review. For comparison,
having one fewer child saves 58.6 metric
tons each year.

So, if you think you are obligated to do
other activities to reduce your impact on
the environment, you should limit your
family size, too.

In response, however, some people
may argue that adding a single person
to a planet of 8 billion cannot make a
meaningful difference. According to this
argument, one new person would consti-
tute such a tiny percentage of the overall
contribution to climate change and other
environmental problems that the impact
would be morally negligible.

Environmental ethicists debate how to
quantify an individual’s impact on the en-
vironment, especially their lifetime car-
bon emissions.

For example, statistician Paul Mur-
taugh and scientist Michael Schlax at-
tempted to estimate the “carbon legacy”
tied to a couple’s choice to procreate.
They estimated the total lifetime emis-
sions of individuals living in the world’s
most populous 11 countries. They also
assumed a parent was responsible for all
emissions tied to their genetic lineage: all
of their own emissions, half their chil-
dren’s emissions, one-quarter of their
grandchildren’s emissions, and so on.

If emissions stayed similar to 2005
levels for several generations, an Ameri-
can couple having one fewer child would
save 9,441 metric tons of CO2-equiva-
lent, according to their calculations. Driv-
ing a more fuel-efficient car, on the other
hand - getting 10 more miles to the gal-
lon - would save only 148 metric tons of
CO2-equivalent.

Philosopher John Nolt has attempted
to estimate how much harm the average
American causes over their lifetime in
terms of greenhouse gas emissions. He
found that the average American con-
tributes roughly one two-billionth of the
total greenhouse gases that cause climate
change. But since climate change may
harm billions of people over the next mil-
lennium, this person may be responsible
for the severe suffering, or even death, of
one or two future people.

Such estimates are, at best, imprecise.
Nevertheless, even if one assumes that
each individual child’s impact on the en-
vironment is relatively insignificant on
the global scale, that does not necessarily
mean that procreators are off the moral
hook.

One common thought in ethics is that
people should avoid participating in enter-
prises that involve collective wrongdoing.
In other words, we should avoid contribut-
ing to institutions and practices that cause
bad outcomes, even if our own individual
contribution to that outcome is tiny. (AP)
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Ames captures his seventh PGA Tour Champions title

Japan’'s Matsuyama wins at Riviera with 62

LOS ANGELES, Feb 19, (AP):
Hideki Matsuyama set the Riviera
record for the lowest closing round
by a winner Sunday in the Genesis
Invitational, giving the Japanese star
another record that means far more to
him.

Matsuyama rallied from a six-shot
deficit with a 9-under 62, punctuated
by consecutive shots inside a foot of
the hole, to win for the ninth time in
his career on the PGA Tour. That
breaks the record for Asian-born
players he shared with K.J. Choi of
South Korea.

GOLF

Matsuyama finished at 17-under
267 for a three-shot victory over Will
Zalatoris (69) and Luke List (68).
Patrick Cantlay and Xander Schauf-
fele, best friends playing in the final
group, faded in the middle of the
back nine and tied for fourth.

It was Matsuyama’s first victory
since his playoff win at the Sony Open
two years ago, after which Shigeki
Maruyama sent him a text to remind
him of a conversation they once had
about becoming the most prolific PGA
Tour winner of Asian players.

This one looked unlikely at the

start of a final round in which Cant-
lay had a two-shot lead and looked to
be in total control of his game. But
it was a struggle from the start for
Cantlay, who couldn’t find fairways
or greens or make many putts that
mattered.

Cantlay missed a 12-foot birdie at-
tempt on the easy par-5 opening hole,
and then didn’t have another birdie
putt until the sixth hole. He closed
with a 72.

Cantlay played with Schauffele,
who struggled just as much. Schauf-
fele got back in the mix with a tough
birdie on the par-4 10th and holing
a bunker shot for eagle on the par-5
11th. He bogeyed the next three holes
and and rallied at the end for a 70.

List set the early pace. Zalato-
ris took the lead in the middle of the
back nine. At one point there was a
five-way tie for the lead heading to
the tough stretch on the back nine at
Riviera.

And then Matsuyama seized con-
trol with sheer brilliance. His ap-
proach to the tough 15th carried the
bunker and rolled out to 8 inches.

“The second shot on 15 was prob-
ably the best shot I had,” he said
through his interpreter.

On the par-3 16th, he let the club
dangle as he followed the flight, un-
sure where it would go until he heard

Hideki Matsuyama, of Japan, holds the the Genesis Invitational trophy after

he won the final round of the Genesis Invitational golf tournament at Riviera

Country Club, Sunday, Feb. 18, 2024, in the Pacific Palisades area of, Los
Angeles. (AP)

the crowd cheer for a shot that rolled to
within 6 inches. He got up-and-down
for a third straight birdie on the par-5
17th to stretch his lead to three shots,
and by then, no one could catch him.
Matsuyama’s final act was a sharp-
breaking 4-footer for par on the final
hole, and he clinched his fist - a rare
show of emotion by the Japanese star
- when it dropped. His 62 broke, by

one, the Riviera record for best clos-
ing round by a winner set by Doug
Tewell in 1986.

Matsuyama had struggled the last
two years, starting with a neck and
back injury at Bay Hill in March
2022. He had only six top 10s world-
wide during that stretch and fell out
of the top 50 in the world.

“Ever since that injury, I was wor-

ried every week something bad might
happen,” Matsuyama said. “This
week I had no issue. I played without
any worries. That really helped.”

The win was worth $4 million from
the $20 million purse and moves him
to No. 20 in the world with the entire
major season ahead of him. Matsuy-
ama now has 18 wins worldwide,
eight on the Japan Golf Tour and the
unofficial Hero World Challenge,
also hosted by Tiger Woods.

In Naples, Fla. Stephen Ames cap-
tured his seventh PGA Tour Cham-
pions title Sunday without hitting
a shot when the final round of the
Chubb Classic was canceled because
of a massive storm system moving
across Florida.

Tournament officials originally
planned to play only nine holes for
the final round at Tiburon Golf Club
until a forecast of the storm getting
stronger led to the cancellation.

Ames shot an 8-under 64 on Sat-
urday to build a three-shot lead over
Rocco Mediate, and he was declared
the winner. Ames now has five wins
in his last 24 starts on PGA Tour
Champions.

Ames finished at 13-under 131 and
earned $270,000. Rocco Mediate,
who opened with a 63, was runner-
up after a 71 on Saturday. Ernie Els
was part of a four-way tie for third.

Steven Alker, who won the last two
Champions events dating to the end
of last season, wound up in a tie for
15th.

LIV Golf player David Puig of
Spain had a 61-61 weekend for a two-
shot victory in the IRS Prima Malay-
sian Open. Puig earned one of three
spots in the British Open through
the International Finals Qualifying
series. The other two spots went to
Jeunghun Wang, the runner-up who
also closed with a 61, and Denwit Bo-
riboonsub, who tied for third. ... Patty
Tavatanakit closed with a 7-under 65
to cap off a dominant victory in the
Aramco Saudi Ladies International
on the Ladies European Tour. The
former UCLA star and LPGA major
champion won by seven shots over
Esther Henseleit. ... David Ravetto
of France closed with a 69 for a two-
shot victory over Sam Hutsby int he
Dimension Data Pro-Am, a tourna-
ment co-sanctioned by the Sunshine
Tour and Europe’s Challenge Tour.

. Daniel Gayle won the Webex
Players Series Hunter Valley on the
PGA Tour of Australia by closed
with a 4-under 60 for a one-shot vic-
tory over amateur Phoenix Campbell,
who shot 69. Kazuma Kobori of New
Zealand, who already has three wins
this year, shot 65 to finish in third
place, two shots behind.

Roy scores a bhreezy 75 off 48 halls

Sultans, Gladiators make winning starts

LAHORE, Pakistan, Feb 19, (AP):
Opening batters Jason Roy and Saud
Shakeel shared a beefy 157-run stand
as a reshuffled Quetta Gladiators made
a triumphant start in Pakistan Super
League cricket with a 16-run win over
Peshawar Zalmi on Sunday.

Multan Sultans, which lost last
year’s PSL thrilling final against
Lahore Qalandars by one run, later
opened its campaign with a thump-
ing 55-run victory against allrounder-
heavy Karachi Kings.

Roy scored a breezy 75 off 48 balls
and lefthander Shakeel, who waited
for 33 games to get his first opportu-
nity in the PSL, made an equally fine
74 off 47 deliveries that lifted Quetta
to 206-5.

Babar Azam (68) and Saim Ayub
(42) provided Peshawar with a brisk
start of 90 off 51 balls before Pesha-
war’s chase wobbled in the latter part
of the innings and was eventually held
to 190-6.

Quetta’s new captain Rilee Ros-
souw of South Africa was one of the
major changes Quetta had made this
season. It relieved its long-time skip-
per Sarfaraz Ahmed after failing to
qualify for the playoffs for four suc-
cessive seasons.

Quetta has also brought in the Aus-
tralian duo of Shane Watson as its

CRICKET

head coach and Shaun Tait as bowling
coach while also picking Mohammad
Amir in the draft for the first time af-
ter the left-arm pace bowler played the
last eight seasons for Karachi Kings.

Amir (1-29) bowled brilliantly up-
front and was duly rewarded with the
late wicket of Rovman Powell in his
last over.

Peshawar hit back briefly at the
death through Salman Irshad (3-38)

after Englishman Luke Wood broke
the tall opening stand when Shakeel
holed out to Babar. Roy was splen-
didly caught low at midwicket when
he couldn’t clear Irshad’s low full
toss as Quetta lost four wickets for
34 runs.

Ayub was needlessly run out in
the ninth over and legspinner Abrar
Ahmed (2-29) picked up the key wick-
ets of Babar and Tom Kohler-Cadmore
(18) in one over to seal the game for
Quetta.

Multan’s overseas signings Reeza
Hendricks of South Africa and Eng-
lishman Dawid Malan struck half cen-
turies in the home team’s challenging
total of 185-2 after Karachi won the
toss and elected to field.

Veteran Shoaib Malik struck 53 off
35 balls and Karachi’s newly installed
captain Shan Masood struggled for his
30 off 31 balls against his former fran-
chise as Multan restricted its opponent
to 130-8 in 20 overs.
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China’s Pan, American
Curzan ‘capture’ golds

Teenagers shine at worlds

DOHA, Qatar, Feb 19,
(AP): China’s Pan Zhanle
backed up his world record
in the relays with a victory
all his own Thursday, while
American Claire Curzan
became the first swimmer
to claim two individual gold
medals on a starring night
for teenagers at the World

Aquatics Championships.

The 19-year-old Pan won the
men’s 100-meter freestyle at As-
pire Dome, four days after swim-
ming the fastest two laps in history
with a time of 46.80 seconds in the
lead-off leg of China’s gold medal-
winning 4x100 free relay team.

He didn’t go quite as fast the second
time around, but it was good enough
for gold. Pan touched in 47.53 to stamp
himself as one of the top contenders
heading to the Paris Olympics.

“This was very hard,” Pan said.
“This is my first (individual) world
championship title. I know it’s only the
beginning. I will keep moving forward
and let’s meet in Paris.”

Curzan, also 19, used a blistering
start to claim gold in the women’s 50
backstroke, adding to her victory in the
100 back. She picked up a third gold as
part of the winning 4x100 mixed med-
ley relay team.

SWIMMING

“] can’t really remember that last
time I did a 50 back,” said Curzan,
who competes for the University of
Virginia. “I’ve had a lot of fun doing it
this year. I think it’s great to spread my
wings a bit.”

Both Pan and Curzan took advantage
of many big stars skipping the Doha
championships to focus on the Olym-

ics.

The 100 free Olympic champion,
American Caeleb Dressel, and 2023
world champion Kyle Chalmers of
Australia are not at these worlds.

Ditto for Australia’s Kaylee McK-
eown and American Regan Smith, who
went 1-2 in all three women’s back-
stroke events at last summer’s champi-
onships in Fukuoka.

Finishing behind Pan, Alessandro
Miressi of Italy (47.72) took the silver
and Hungary’s Nandor Nemeth (47.78)
claimed the bronze.

In the 50 back, a non-Olympic event,
the silver went to Australia’s lona An-
derson (27.45) and Canada’s Ingrid
Wilm (27.61) earned the bronze. That
the same order as the top three in the
100 back.

In the first final of the night, Britain’s
Laura Stephens won the women’s 200
butterfly, going out strong and gutting
it out at the end to touch in 2 minutes,
7.35 seconds.

Helena Rosendahl Bach of Den-
mark settled for silver in 2:07.44 and
18-year-old Lana Pudar grabbed the
bronze from lane eight in 2:07.92 - the
first world medal ever for Bosnia and
Herzegovina. She edged American
Rachel Klinker for the last spot on the
podium by 0.27.

“All T was thinking about the last
50 was just holding on to technique,”
Stephens said. “I guess it worked.”

Finlay Knox gave the makeshift Ca-
nadian team its first gold medal of the
championships in the men’s 200 indi-
vidual medley, finishing with a strong
freestyle lap to touch ahead of every-
one else in 1:56.64.

Carson Foster of the United States
took the silver in 1:56.97, with the
bronze going to Alberto Razzetti at
1:57.42. The Italian had already taken
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Tang Qianting of China competes in the women’s 50-meter breaststroke

final at the World Aquatics Championships in Doha, Qatar, Sunday, Feb.
18, 2024. (AP)

Swimmers of Team Australia react after winning the gold medal in the
Women’s 4x100m Medley Relay final at the World Aquatics Champion-
ships in Doha, Qatar, Sunday, Feb. 18, 2024. (AP)

a silver in the 200 butterfly.

“Historically, I'm pretty slow in
the backstroke, and as I’ve gotten
older the breaststroke has been a lit-
tle bit of a struggle as well,” Knox
said. “So just making sure I’'m strong
through that, and then the last 50
everyone knows you just have to dig
deep and go for it.”

In the morning preliminaries, world-
record holder Sarah Sjostrom withdrew
from the 100 free, a decision that was
not surprising since the 30-year-old
Swede has said she doesn’t plan to
compete in the event at the Paris Olym-
pics.

High diving

With a huge final dive, Britain’s
Aidan Heslop claimed the men’s title
off the 27-meter tower at Doha Old
Port.

He finished with 422.95 points in the
non-Olympic sport, beating France’s
Gary Hunt (413.25) as Romania’s
Catalin-Petru Preda claimed the bronze

(410.20). James Lichtenstein of the
United States was fourth.

Heslop sealed the victory with a for-
ward four somersaults with 3 1/2 twists
in the pike position, a dive that has the
highest degree of difficulty (6.2) ever
completed at worlds. He received 8.0s
and 8.5s from the judges.

“When you’ve got the big dives, that’s
all you need to be on the top of the podi-
um,” Heslop said. ”Being at the forefront
of some of the biggest dives that people
are doing nowadays is fun. It’s risky, but
it’s fun.”

Water polo

Croatia advanced to the Saturday
championship in men’s water polo with
a 17-16 semifinal victory over France
on penalties.

The French rallied from three goals
down in the final quarter to tie the score
at 11, but Croatia made all six of its
penalties to survive.

Italy claimed the other spot in the fi-
nal with an 8-6 victory over Spain.
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Al-Arabi emerge victorious

Zain Premier League enters crucial phase

By Hassan Musa
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 19: The sixteenth
round of the Zain Premier League was
marked by a sense of “caution,” likely
influenced by Al-Jahra’s impressive
5-0 victory over Al-Shabab in the
first match of the round, serving as a
significant “lesson.” This win marked
the first victory for “Sons of the Red
Palace,” adding an element of un-
predictability to the competition. As
a result, the other three matches wit-
nessed a cautious and less adventurous
approach, with Al-Fahaheel drawing
with its Kuwait Club (1-1), Khaitan
drawing with Al-Salmiya (0-0), and
Kazma also securing a draw with Al-
Qadisiya with the same scoreline. The
exception to this trend was Al-Arabi’s

F 7

A goalkeeper makes a save during
the league.

remarkable 6-3 victory over Al-Nasr.
As the league enters its final two
rounds before the “Adult” League,

where six teams will compete for the
championship title and four for surviv-
al in the Premier League, teams exer-
cised caution in their strategies.
Al-Arabi emerged as the round’s win-
ner, taking the top spot in the standings
with 39 points, three points ahead of sec-

SOCCER

ond-placed Kuwait Club and six points
clear of third-placed Al-Qadisiyah.

Despite the initial intensity in the
first two matches, notably Al-Jahra’s
dominant win and Al-Arabi’s convinc-
ing performance against Al-Nasr, the
remaining three matches lacked the
same level of intensity.

Kuwait faced challenges against
Al-Fahaheel, failing to replicate the

exceptional performance from the
previous round against Al-Qadisiya.
Al-Qadisiya struggled for the second
consecutive match, and Al-Salmiya
(fourth with 24 points) faced difficul-
ties finding offensive solutions against
Khaitan (ninth with 9 points).

Al-Nasr, fifth in the standings, expe-
rienced a decline with three consecu-
tive losses, freezing their score at 21
points. Al-Fahaheel and Kazma, both
with 19 points, settled for a draw, re-
maining in the relegation battle zone.
Their upcoming match will be crucial
in determining their standings.

Al-Shabab, with 14 points, con-
firmed their entry into the relegation
league, while their defeat against Al-
Jahra revived the latter’s hopes and
could complicate the calculations in
the four-legged league.

Hojlund scores early double and
ang on for win at Luton

Manchester close in on Tottenham

LUTON, England, Feb 19,
(AP): Rasmus Hojlund scored
twice in the opening seven min-
utes and Manchester United
then withstood a spirited fight-
back to hang on for a 2-1 win
at Luton and a fourth straight
Premier League victory.
Hojlund extended his scoring
streak to six straight league games
when he seized on a defensive
howler to net the opener after just
37 seconds - United’s quickest

SOCCER

away goal in Premier League his-
tory. He added the second with a
slice of luck as a shot deflected off
his chest and into the net to quieten
the home crowd at the smallest sta-
dium in the Premier League.

That early double made it look like
it would be a comfortable afternoon
for United, but it was anything but af-
ter that.

Luton’s Kenilworth Stadium - which
seats just over 11,000 - was soon rau-
cous again as the hosts responded by
dominating the rest of the first half,
and captain Carlton Morris pulled one
goal back with a close-range header in
the 14th.

However, the hosts couldn’t capi-
talize on a number of chances and hit
the crossbar in injury time as United
clung on for a win that puts it just three
points behind fifth-place Tottenham.

“We are dropping too deep and we
lost a bit of focus maybe because it was
so easy in the first 10 minutes,” United
manager Erik ten Hag said. “We can’t
afford this especially against a side
like Luton. They have really upped
their trend in the last few weeks.”

Hojlund failed to score in his first 14
league games for United but now has
seven in his last six. The Dane, who
turned 21 two weeks ago, became the
youngest player to score in six straight
Premier League games, breaking Joe
Willock’s previous mark.

He was gifted the first one by Luton,
though.

Amari’i Bell mis-hit his attempted
back pass, allowing Hojlund to inter-
cept the ball and run clear through on
goal. The striker calmly rounded goal-
keeper Thomas Kaminski before slot-
ting the ball into the empty net.

His second goal was even easier,
and was probably more luck than skill.

The ball fell to Alejandro Garna-
cho after a corner, and his shot from
outside the area was heading wide
but struck Hojlund in the chest and
bounced into the net.

But Luton responded well and was
right back in it when Tahith Chong’s
blocked shot looped toward the net and

Brighton’s Simon Adingra cel-
ebrates after the English Premier
League soccer match between
Sheffield United and Brighton and
Hove Albion at Bramall Lane sta-
dium, Sheffield, England. (AP)

Morris beat Andre Onana to the ball to
head it past the goalkeeper.

United was suddenly hanging on as
the hosts kept pouring forward, with
Casemiro and Harry Maguire both
booked for cynical challenges to stop
Luton attacks. Casemiro was arguably
lucky not to get a second one minutes
later and both he and Maguire were
taken off by Ten Hag at halftime to
avoid either being sent off.

Luton kept pushing forward after
the break but that left the hosts vulner-

able to counterattacks, and Kaminski
had to dive to his left to palm away
Marcus Rashford’s long-range shot af-
ter a quick breakaway in the 57th.

Bruno Fernandes then nearly
scored on another counter in the 60th
as he was able to round the onrush-
ing Kaminski, but midfielder Sambi
Lokonga tracked back quickly enough
to block his shot into an open net with
a sliding challenge.

Garnacho then had a similar chance
in the 67th, but that time it was Bell’s
turn to be on hand to thwart his shot.

Fernandes missed another chance
to extend the lead in the 88th when
his shot went just wide, but in the end
United didn’t need a third goal to see
out the win, as Ross Barkley missed
Luton’s final chance in injury time
when his header hit the top of the
crossbar.

Luton had a blow even before the
game as forward Elijah Adebayo was
injured during the warmup and had to
be replaced by Cauley Woodrow in the
starting lineup. But manager Rob Ed-
wards praised his players for bouncing
back from the tough start.

“It probably rocked us a little bit,”
Edwards said about the early deficit.
“We got back into the game and then
pushed and pushed. Couldn’t find the
second one, but once again there’s a
lot to like about the performance. But
you can’t give a team like Manchester
United a (2-0 cushion).”

Manchester United’s Rasmus Hojlund (front), duels for the ball with Luton Town’s Gabriel Osho during the English Premier League soccer match between

Luton Town and Manchester United at Kenilworth Road, in Luton, England. (AP)

Roma move to sixth
as Monza top Milan

ROME, Feb 19, (AP): New
Roma coach Daniele De Rossi
stretched his record to four wins
in six matches with a 3-0 victory
at Frosinone in Serie A .

Using more offensive tactics
than Jose Mourinho, his pre-
decessor, De Rossi has moved
Roma up from ninth to sixth
place to put the Giallorossi back
in contention for a spot in Eu-
rope.

Roma’s only loss under De
Rossi was a wild 4-2 defeat to
Italian leader Inter Milan last
weekend.

Roma took the lead late in
the first half when 18-year-old
center back Dean Huijsen took
the ball at midfield and showed
off some fancy dribbling skills
before unleashing a long shot
into the top corner.

De Rossi then removed Hui-
jsen for the second half. Ten-
man AC Milan was beaten 4-2
at neighboring Monza to waste a
chance at leapfrogging Juventus
into second place.

Burgan open championship against Qatari team

By Khaled EI Anzi
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

AMMAN, Feb 19: The 42nd edition of
the Arab Club Volleyball Champion-
ship for men kicked off today at the
Sports Palace and Princess Sumaya
halls in Amman, Jordan. The tourna-
ment features the participation of 12
Arab clubs.

The draw has placed Kazma in the

first group alongside Omani club Al-
Seeb, Libyan club Al-Ahly Benghazi,
Bahraini club Al-Najma, Qatari club
Al-Qatar, and Jordanian club Shabab
Al-Hussein. The second Kuwaiti rep-
resentative, Burgan team, is placed in
the second group with Bahraini club
Dar Kulaib, Qatari police, Libyan club
Al-Suwaihli, Masafi from Northern
Iraq, and Jordanian youth of Aira.

The opening round of the prelimi-

A file photo of players in action.

nary matches will see six games today,
starting with Burgan facing the Qatari
police at one o’clock in the afternoon.
The subsequent matches include Dar
Kulaib vs. Shabab Ayra, Al-Suwaihli
vs. Masafi Al-Shamal, Al-Seeb vs. Al-
Najma, Kazma vs. Qatar, and Shabab
Al-Hussein vs. Al-Ahly Benghazi at
four o’clock in the afternoon.
Preliminary round matches will con-
tinue until the 24th of this month, with
the tournament concluding on the 28th.
The participating teams, including
“Orange” and Burgan, have prepared
rigorously for the championship. “Or-

VOLLEYBALL

ange” underwent a two-week external
camp in Turkey, playing several trial
matches. Coached by Javad Shamami,
the team includes Bulgarian profes-
sionals Fino and German Igor. Mean-
while, Burgan prepared through local
league matches and headed directly to
Jordan. Led by Argentine Alejandro
Schneider, the team includes Serbian
professionals Irfan Hamza and Argen-
tine Lucas Ocampo.

The championship serves as a sig-
nificant opportunity for both teams as
they gear up for the semi-finals of the
General League Championship.
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Kazma player controls the ball as a coach watches during the Zain Premier
League game.

Ghazi Al-Jariwi with other equestrians.

Al-dariwi applauds Kuwait's
success on the global stage

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 19: Equestrian
luminary Ghazi Al-Jariwi, a standout
figure in both the Kuwait Club and
the national equestrian team, affirmed
Kuwait’s triumphant hosting of the
inaugural season of the international
show jumping equestrian champion-
ships. This historic event took place
on Marina Beach and garnered a
warm reception from enthusiasts of
the noble sport within and beyond
Kuwait’s borders. The prestigious
tournament was proudly sponsored
by Kuwait International Bank.
Reflecting on the successful cul-
mination of the third and final tour-
nament, Al-Jariwi expressed grati-
tude, stating, “Thanks be to God,
Kuwait has showcased its organiza-
tional prowess by hosting a series of
international competitions on Ma-
rina Beach. The sandy terrain was
transformed into a comprehensive
sports arena, fully equipped to wel-
come riders and fans from far and

wide. The construction and prepara-
tion of the arena, barriers, spectator
seating, VIP platform, and viewing
platforms overlooking the sea were
carried out under the careful supervi-
sion of the International Equestrian
Federation.”

EQUESTRIAN

Al-Jariwi commended the efforts
of the tournament’s organizing en-
tity, “SAFEX,” a company with a
longstanding reputation in sports
event management, led by CEO
Ahmed Al-Hazami and the compa-
ny’s CEO Ahmed Al-Majed.

In conclusion, Ghazi Al-Jariwi as-
serted that the international tourna-
ments left a positive and lasting im-
pression on Kuwaiti attendees. The
national team’s riders showcased
their prowess by securing top-five
positions in the Grand Prix round.

Mitrovic equals record

Al-Hilal secure 13th consecutive win

RIYADH, Feb 19: Al-Hilal extend-
ed its winning streak in the Saudi
Roshan League, securing a 3-1 vic-
tory against Al-Raed in their recent
encounter. Serbian striker Alexander
Mitrovic matched the record set by
Brazilian Wesley.

Mitrovic swiftly opened the scor-
ing for Al Hilal in the third minute
and later added a second goal in the
29th minute from a penalty kick.
Senegalese  Khalidou Koulibaly
sealed the victory with the third goal
in the 52nd minute, while Algerian
Amir Saioud netted Al-Raed’s only
goal in the sixth minute of stoppage
time in the second half.

With this win, Al Hilal achieved
its 18th victory of the season and
13th consecutive, reaching 56 points

SOCCER

and maintaining its top position in
the league standings. The lead over
the closest rival, Al-Nasr, widened
to 7 points.

This victory marked another in-
stance of Al-Hilal’s dominance over
Al-Raed, with the latter having not
won against the Blue Team for over
10 years. The last victory for Al-
Raed was on October 5, 2013, at
King Fahd International Stadium in
Riyadh.

Mitrovic’s achievement of scor-
ing in 11 consecutive professional
league matches makes him the sec-
ond player in Al Hilal’s history to
accomplish this feat, following in
the footsteps of Brazilian Wesley in
2012.

In another match, Al-Ittihad Club
maintained its impressive February
record by defeating Al-Riyadh with
a score of 2-0. With this result, Al-
Ittihad’s total points rose to 34, se-
curing the fifth position, 22 points
behind the league leader, Al-Hilal.

This victory marked the club’s tenth
win of the season, along with 4
draws and 6 defeats.

Struggling Bayern
chances look slim

BERLIN, Feb 19, (AP): It feels
like the beginning of the end of
an era for Bayern Munich.

The Bavarian powerhouse
lost again Sunday, and its chanc-
es of securing a record-extend-
ing 12th consecutive Bundesliga
title look slim as league leader
Bayer Leverkusen pulled eight
points clear with 12 rounds re-
maining.

It was Bayern’s third defeat
in eight days, a run that started
with a chastening 3-0 loss at
Leverkusen, then a 1-0 defeat at
Lazio in the Champions League,
before Bochum came from be-
hind to win 3-2 in the Bundes-
liga on Sunday.

“It feels like a horror film that
just doesn’t end,” Bayern mid-
fielder Leon Goretzka said.

Bayern hadn’t lost three games
in a row since May 2015, when
the team coached by Pep Guar-
diola had already clinched the
Bundesliga title and was focused
on the Champions League.

The situation is vastly differ-
ent now as Bayern can’t afford
any more slip-ups either do-
mestically or in the Champions
League, with Lazio visiting for
the second leg of their round-
of-16 match on March 5.

Even if Bayern does manage
to advance, Thomas Tuchel’s
team does not look capable of
upsetting tournament favorites
like Manchester City or Real
Madrid.
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Alexander Mitrovic congratulated by teammates after scoring a goal.
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Milan’s Olivier Giroud (right),
scores a goal during the Serie
A soccer match between
Monza and Milan at Stadio
U-PouwerStadium in Monza,
Italg. Monza won 4-2. (AP)

— See Page 15

Latest sports scores at — http://sports.arabtimesonline.com

orts

¢ JL_I_L 5
¢

Kuwait Ice Hockey League champions Warriors.

Warriors claim first title in Kuwait Ice Hockey League

The Warriors clinched victory in the
Kuwait Ice Hockey League for men
during the (2023-2024) season, se-
curing their first championship title
by defeating the Stars with a com-

manding 10-5 score.

The culmination of the season
occurred after a well-executed se-
ries of 20 matches organized by the
Kuwait Winter Games Club, featur-

ing the spirited participation of six
formidable teams. Vice President
of the Kuwait Olympic Committee,
Sheikh Mubarak Faisal Al-Nawaf
Al-Sabah, expressed the commit-

tee’s commitment to supporting
winter Olympic games, underscor-
ing their significance equivalent to
that of summer Olympic games.
Captain Abdullah Al-Maraghy,

leading the Warriors, acknowl-
edged the intensity of the com-
petition throughout the season,
emphasizing its positive impact on
the team’s preparation for upcom-

ing international tournaments. He
expressed immense joy and pride
in the team’s achievement of secur-
ing the league title for the first time.
(KUNA)

Kuwaiti squash

‘sensation’ Hani

clinches French Junior Open title

PARIS, Feb 19, (KUNA): Kuwaiti
Squash prodigy Abdullah Hani se-
cured the top spot in the French
Junior Open Squash tournament
(Under 15 years), emerging victori-
ous over English contender George
Griffith in a thrilling final.

SQUASH

The fiercely contested match con-
cluded with Hani claiming 32 points
against Griffith’s 17, as the two ath-
letes engaged in a challenging battle
spanning five closely contested
games: 11-5, 11-7, 6-11, and 17-15.

The tournament, which commenced
last Thursday in Lille, France, show-
cased exceptional talent with the par-
ticipation of 300 players from across
the globe, adding to the international
flavor of the event.
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KUNA photo
Kuwaiti squash ‘sensation’ Hani.

New Zealand qualify for Paris Oly

WELLINGTON, New Zealand, Feb
19, (AP): New Zealand will compete
in the women’s football tournament at
the Paris Olympic Games after beating
the Solomon Islands 11-1 in the final
of the Oceania qualifying tournament
Monday in Apia, Samoa.

Hannah Wilkinson, who scored the
first goal of the Women’s World Cup in
New Zealand and Australia last year, was
one of four players to score twice for New
Zealand. The others were Grace Jale, Indi-
ah-Paige Riley and Katie Kitching.

New Zealand led 5-0 at halftime.

The final saw New Zealand continue
its dominance of a tournament in which it
scored 32 goals and conceded two in five
matches. New Zealand is the sixth team
to qualify for the Olympic women’s tour-
nament after host France, Canada, United
States, Brazil and Colombia. Australia
and Japan are expected to qualify for the
12-team tournament later this month.

New Zealand has played in the
Olympic tournament on four previ-
ous occasions but has won only two
matches, against Cameroon in 2012
and Colombia in 2016.

All-Star Game points records fall
with the East ‘dominating’ West

Lillard sweeps All-Star weekend by adding MVP Award to 3-point title

INDIANAPOLIS, Feb 19,
(AP): The NBA wanted
more competition. It got
more points instead - more
than ever before.

And once again, the All-Star
Game was all offense.

All-Star MVP Damian Lillard of
the Milwaukee Bucks scored 39 points
and the Eastern Conference beat the
Western Conference 211-186 on Sun-
day night, with the winners putting up
the most points in the game’s 73-year
history. The previous mark: 196 by the
West in 2016.

“We had fun,” East captain Giannis
Antetokounmpo of the Bucks said.

It was a flurry of records: The total
points of 397 smashed the record of
374 set in 2017, while the East made
42 3-pointers to break the mark of
35 set by Team LeBron in 2019. The
sides combined for 193 points in the
first half to break the any-half record
of 191 set last year, and the East tied
an any-half record by scoring 104 by
intermission.

Jaylen Brown of the Boston Celtics
had 36 and Tyrese Haliburton from
the hometown Indiana Pacers finished
with 32 for the East, while Antetok-

Los Angeles Lakers forward LeBron James (23) drives past Miami Heat
center Bam Adebayo during the first half of an NBA All-Star basketball
game in Indianapolis. (AP)

ounmpo had 23 and Jayson Tatum fin-
ished with 20.

“To be able to have this kind of ac-
complishment, it’s special,” Lillard
said.

Perhaps unnoticed: Karl-Anthony
Towns of the Minnesota Timberwolves
scored 50 points for the West in just 28

minutes. Shai Gilgeous-Alexander of
the Oklahoma City Thunder scored 31
points for the West.

“The shot-making from the East was
incredible,” West forward Kevin Du-
rant said. “Hard to play defense when
somebody’s shooting 30-, 40-footers
over you.”

Fostering sportsmanship

School Sports Federation’s ‘Handball Family’ festival exceeds expectation

By Khaled El Anzi
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 19: The
Handball Federation, in collabo-
ration with the School Sports
Federation, successfully hosted
the third edition of the “Handball
Family” children’s festival at the
Sheikh Saad Al-Abdullah Com-
plex.

Fourteen clubs, along with teams
from the School Sports Federation,
participated in the event, earning
praise from attendees, including
game managers from various clubs
and officials from the “hand and
school” federations.

The festival surpassed expec-
tations and was deemed a suc-
cess by all standards, as con-
firmed by Walid Ayesh, the
Vice President of the School
Sports Federation.

Ayesh highlighted the positive
interaction from the clubs, each
fielding around 40 players who
joined forces with school union
players. Emphasizing inclusivity,
Ayesh mentioned that top posi-
tions were eliminated, and every
participating player received a
medal.

This approach aimed to foster
sportsmanship, instill a healthy
perspective on winning and losing,
and create a comfortable environ-
ment for all participants.

HANDBALL

The Vice President of the School
Sports Federation emphasized that
the festival serves as a platform to
identify and nurture talents from
an early age, employing advanced

scientific methods to develop fu-
ture generations of handball stars.

These emerging talents are expect-
ed to form the core of both club

Some of the future stars in action.

and national teams.

Ayesh commended the presence
of club handball managers and par-
ents at the festival, acknowledging
their significant role in providing
moral support to the young play-
ers, boosting their motivation dur-
ing the festival matches.

Meanwhile, the third round
of the General Handball League
is set to kick off today at the
Sheikh Saad Al-Abdullah Com-
plex. At five in the evening, Al-
Kuwait will face Sulaibikhat,
followed by Al-Fahaheel’s clash
with Al-Salmiya at seven in the
evening.

The current team standings are
led by Al-Kuwait, Al-Fahaheel,
Al-Salmiya, and Kazma, each with
4 points from the previous two
rounds, shaping up for an exciting
and competitive league season.

The West scored a ton of points, too:
At 186, it had the fourth-most by any
team in All-Star history. And obvi-
ously, the most ever in a loss.

Among the other records:

- The East tried 97 3-pointers; the
previous record was 90 by Team LeB-
ron in 2019.

- The teams combined for 66 3s
made and 168 3s attempted (previous
records were 62 and 167 in 2019).

BASKETBALL

- The teams combined for 163 field
goals made and 289 attempted (previ-
ous records were 162 in 2017 and 286
in 2016).

“Obviously, it wasn’t high intensity,
at all,” Haliburton said.

Lillard made some history, too. He
defended his 3-point shootout title on
Saturday night - then won MVP on
Sunday night. The only other player
to win a Saturday event and All-Star
MVP in the same weekend was Mi-
chael Jordan in 1988, when he won
the dunk contest as well as the MVP
trophy.

“Dame put on a show,” Tatum said,
“and I was happy for him.”

The highlights were from every-
where. Lillard pulled up from halfcourt
in the third quarter - swish. Luka Don-
cic tried a shot from about 70 feet late
in the first half; it hit near the top of
the backboard. Towns even threw an
alley-oop to Stephen Curry; the War-
riors star is much more of a shooter
than a dunker, so he simply laid it in
instead.

The only drama in the fourth was
about the record - and really, that
wasn’t in doubt. The East had 160
points through three quarters, only
needing 37 more to set the team All-
Star record.

Brown’s 3-pointer with 1:54 left
broke the mark, giving the East 197.
Haliburton made the shot that sent a
scoreboard to the 200-point mark for
the first time in any sort of official
NBA history, connecting from deep
with 1:27 left.

Lillard said the East wanted the re-
cord.

“Everybody was asking what the re-
cord was,” Lillard said. “We found out
and went after it.”

And Lillard ended it in style - a
44-footer to close the scoring. He
made 11 3-pointers on the night, with
the official distance of those recorded
at 347 feet. A typical NBA 3-pointer is
24 or 25 feet; Lillard averaged 31 1/2
feet on his 3s Sunday night.
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