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KFH reports record net profit of KD 584.5 million, up by 63.4%
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KUNA photo

Speaker of the National Assembly Ahmad

Al-Saadoun received the Head of Kuwait An-

ticorruption Authority (Nazaha) Abdulaziz Al-

Ibrahim on Thursday. During the reception,

Al-lbrahim handed the top lawmaker a copy
of Nazaha’s semi-annual report.

‘Unify school vacation’

Committee urges inquiry
into excessive leave cash

By Saeed Mahmoud Saleh and

Raed Youssef
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 1: The parliamentary Bud-
gets and Final Accounts Committee has urged all
government agencies — each within its jurisdic-
tion — to conduct an internal investigation into
anyone who caused imbalances identified by the
State Audit Bureau (SAB) during the implemen-
tation of the provision of Article 41 of the decree
issued on April 4, 1979 regarding the civil service
system and its amendments to allow employees to
convert their unused leave days into cash while
they are still in service.

The committee asked each government agency
to submit the investigation results to SAB within
three months, which will be used as basis for the
follow-up report that will be submitted to the Na-
tional Assembly along with the final account of
the State administration for fiscal 2023/2024.

Committee Chairman MP Adel Al-Damkhi
stated in an incoming letter that he sent to the As-
sembly: “The legislative authority assigned SAB
to review the encashment of unused leave days of
civilian and military personnel in the public sec-
tor. The committee asked the Assembly to take
this step after it became clear during its discus-
sion of the draft law on linking the budgets of
ministries and government departments for fiscal
2023/2024 that the Ministry of Finance requested
the inclusion of new financial appropriations for
the project mentioned in Chapter One for Expen-
ditures (Workers’ Compensation) to cover the
overspending on the implementation of Article
41 of the decree issued on April 4, 1979. SAB
submitted its report on Nov 29, 2023; revealing
that the expenditure for leave encashment reached
KD422,477,072 -- more than the KD300 million
budget allocated for this purpose. This is a vio-
lation of Article 147 of the Constitution, stating
‘in no case may the maximum estimate of ex-
penditure, included in the budget law or the laws
amending it, be exceeded.’”

Inconsistency

He went on to say that “other results became
clear for SAB, the most important of which is the
rise in the risk index in all government agencies
in terms of inconsistency in decisions and sys-
tems for accruing, granting and settling leaves;
weak oversight of leave systems and their accrual;
failure to deduct them regularly, which led to the
accumulation of days due to some employees
and replacing them without auditing or review-
ing them; weak internal control in following up
the employees’ commitment to work and their
absence at work; lack of control over the extent
of employees’ commitment to the attendance sys-
tem; exempting others from proving attendance in
accordance with regulatory decisions; exaggera-
tion in the value of comprehensive salaries in the
statements in a way that does not reflect the actual
salary as it was found that some employees whose
actual salaries are less than what is listed on the
statements; and temporary contract employees
(non-Kuwaitis) were included in the decision to
disburse cash for unused leave days.”

He added the committee attached in its letter a
summary of the results and recommendations of
SAB, as well as the obstacles it faced during the
completion of its task; so that the Assembly will
take them into consideration.

Meanwhile, MP Badr Nashmi Al-Anzi has sub-
mitted a proposal to specify the same vacation pe-
riod for schools, institutes, colleges and universi-
ties in the public and private sectors. He explained
that his proposal is aimed at giving families a
chance to spend their vacation with all members
of the family.

On the other hand, Deputy National Assembly
Speaker Muhammad Al-Mutair forwarded queries
to Minister of Justice, Endowments and Islamic
Affairs Faisal Saeed Al-Ghareeb about the mea-
sures taken regarding lawsuit number 1899/2022
filed at the Capital, how the case started, how the
investigations progressed, who are involved in the
case, if this is related to the judges bribery case,
number and nationalities of judges suspected of

Continued on Page 5

Day by Day

WE urge the Minister of Public Works to sus-
tain this unprecedented level of activity that
Kuwait has not experienced in thirty years.

May God bless your efforts. The nation is
grappling with waste and unpleasant odors,
as evidenced by the state of Al-Wafra streets
and the prolonged suffering of its residents.

Minister of Public Works, it is imperative
that you visit Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh and Khaitan
to witness the sewage waterfalls, the stray
cats and dogs roaming freely in these areas,
and other regions also facing similar chal-
lenges.
| O Minister, the journey ahead is indeed
ong.

... Yet tomorrow is another day.

Zahed Matar

Kuwait sets fees for part-time
work permits through “Sahel’

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 1: The Public Authority for Manpower (PAM)
has launched the service for obtaining part-time work permit through

Bid to address demographic imbalance

the Sahel platform, reports Al-Seyassah daily.

This is part of procedures aimed at developing the labor market in order to meet
manpower demands and to ease the process for employers to benefit from workers
who are already in Kuwait as one way of addressing the demographic imbalance

issue.

Following are the conditions and fees for obtaining part-time work permit:
1. Approval of the original employer,
2. Maximum part-time work is four hours except the contracting sector,

3. Payment of corresponding fees — KD 5 for one month, KD 10 for three months, KD 20

for six months and KD 30 for one year.

On the other hand, citizens are exempted from these conditions and fees. They can apply
for part-time work with the approval of the original employer in line with the laws on protect-
ing competitiveness.
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Newswatch

MANAMA: Bahrain’s King
Hamad bin Isa Al-Khalifa com-
mended Wednesday accomplish-
ments made in all domains by the
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC)
since its establishment.

The King made praise while
receiving, at Safriya Palace,
GCC Secretary General Jasem
Al-Budaiwi who is visiting the
Kingdom, Bahrain News Agency
(BNA) said. (KUNA)

Q Qa Q

ABU DHABI: UAE’s Foreign
Ministry announced Wednesday
the success of new mediation ef-
forts for the exchange of prison-
ers of war between Russia and
Ukraine.

In a statement, the minis-
try stressed the UAE’s com-
mitment to continuing efforts
aiming to find a peaceful solu-
tion to the conflict in Ukraine.
(KUNA)

g a

WASHINGTON: The United
States on Wednesday attributed
the drone attack that killed three
U.S. service members in Jor-
dan to the Islamic Resistance in
Iraq, an umbrella group of Iran-
backed militias, as President Joe
Biden weighs his options to re-
spond to the strike.

Iran threatened to “decisively
respond” to any U.S. attack on
the Islamic Republic after the
U.S. said it held Tehran respon-
sible. (AP)

g Qa

WASHINGTON: British Secre-
tary of State for Defense Grant
Shapps has held talks with top
US officials in Washington to
discuss the situation in the Mid-
dle East following the recent at-
tacks on American troops.
Shapps held talks with Sec-
retary of Defense Lloyd Aus-
tin, Secretary of State Antony
Blinken  and National Secu-
rity Advisor Jake Sullivan, on
Wednesday. (KUNA)

Q a Q
WASHINGTON: The US Army

announced it has shot down a
Houthi anti-ship ballistic mis-
sile and three Iranian unmanned
aerial vehicles (UAVs) in Gulf of
Aden.

In a statement, the US Central
Command said late Wednesday
that Iranian-backed Houthi mili-
tants launched an anti-ship bal-
listic missile from the areas they
control in Yemen towards the
Gulf of Aden. (KUNA)

g a

TEHRAN: Iran began construc-
tion on four more nuclear power
plants in the country’s south,
with expected total capacity of
5,000 megawatts, the official
IRNA news agency reported
Thursday.

Iran seeks to produce 20,000

KUNA photo

The Kuwait Kite Team, featuring numerous patriotic kites adorned with Kuwaiti flag colors, participates in the ongoing Qatar Kite Festival 2024 at  megawatts of nuclear energy by
the Old Doha Port. Team leader Omar Bu Hamad highlighted the fusion of ancient and modern Kuwaiti folk heritage in the uniquely designed kites. 2041. (AP)

Kuwait banks heighten scrutiny
on source, purpose of deposits

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 1: Sources
have revealed that certain banks are
not only inquiring about the source
of a customer’s funds but are also
seeking information on the purpose
behind obtaining the money. This
heightened scrutiny particularly
applies to checks from known par-
ties issued by other local banks,
especially when the check amounts
are significant compared to the cli-
ent’s usual income, reports Al-Rai
daily.

Banks have recently intensi-
fied their calls to customers who
deposit checks into their accounts,
focusing not just on the source of
the check, but also questioning the
reason behind receiving it. Some
customers find this practice intru-
sive, arguing that not all financial
transactions should stem from busi-

ness relationships.

Several individuals have in-
formed banks that the check
amounts received are gifts, empha-
sizing that there is no legal prohi-
bition on the exchange of financial
gifts between individuals, especial-
ly within socially acceptable limits.
Banks typically refrain from esca-
lating such matters to the Financial
Investigation Unit unless the value
is exceptionally substantial and un-
explained.

In an effort to safeguard against
money laundering and terrorist fi-
nancing, local banks are now re-
stricting the deposit of funds from
exchange companies. They are only
accepting deposits of specific cash
levels, particularly if the amounts
differ from the standard liquidity
rates of these companies.

Kuwait grapples with childhood obesity surge

By Marwa Al-Bahrawi
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 1: The Assistant
Undersecretary for Public Health Services
at the Ministry of Health Dr. Mundher Al-
Hasawi says the Ministry of Health has
been paying great attention to the health and
rights of children throughout the past years.

He affirmed the readiness to commence
operations at the new Maternity and Pedi-
atric building within the project site of the
Adan Hospital expansion, revealing that it is
a specialized center concerned with mater-
nity and pediatrics, has more than 600 beds,
and serves the southern part of the country.

In a press statement he issued during the
inauguration of the 1st Kuwait Multidisci-
plinary Pediatrics Conference, which was
held under the patronage of the Minister
of Health Dr. Ahmad Al-Awadhi, Dr. Al-
Hasawi highlighted many achievements
realized by the ministry based on its inter-
est in the health and rights of children.

Continued on Page 5

Dr. AHMAD Al AWADHI

Photo by Mohamad Morsi

Assistant Undersecretary for Public Health Affairs — Dr. Al-Mundher

Al-Hasawi joins a group photo at the inaugural Kuwait International
Multidisciplinary Pediatrics Conference.



Prayer Timings
Fajr ........ 05:16  Asr.......... 15:05
Sunrise .. 06:38 Maghrib .. 17:26
Zohr....... 12:02 Isha ........ 18:45
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Expected weather for next 24 hrs:

By Day: A significant decrease
in temperature, rather cold and
partly cloudy with moderate to
fresh northwesterly wind, with
speeds of 20-45 km/h with a

Weather
chance for scattered rain.
By Night: Cold with light to
moderate northwesterly wind to
light variable wind, with speeds of

08-32 km/h.

chance for rising dust with a

Station Max Exp
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Min Rec

Kuwait City 23 14
Kuwait Airport 22 13
Abdaly 22 07
Jahra 23 12
Salmiyah 21 15
Nuwaisib 22 13
Wafra 23 10

‘Durra’ solution through dialogue

Kuwaitis can enter lran without
visa from next week: Toutounji

By Fares Al-Abdan
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 1: The Iranian Am-
bassador to Kuwait Mohammad Toutounji
says his country is always ready for coopera-
tion and constructive dialogue with Kuwait,
stressing that the issue of Al-Durra field is
“purely technical” and will be addressed
through dialogue and understanding.

In a press conference held yesterday on
the occasion of Iran’s National Day, Am-
bassador Toutounji praised the Kuwaiti-
Iranian relations, declaring that Kuwaiti
citizens will be able to enter Iran without
a visa starting from the beginning of next

week.
. et R
- ¥

Regarding the
possibility of open-
ing new discussions
about the Durra field,
he said, “We hope
and pray for success

for the new Kuwaiti pis - !
government.

Iran has always —_—
expressed its readi- [Z
ness for any coopera-
tion and constructive Toutounji

dialogue. We believe

that the issue of Al-Durra field is a purely
technical one, and can be addressed through
dialogue and understanding.”

The ambassador announced his govern-
ment’s decision to cancel entry visas for
citizens of Kuwait, and a number of other
countries, coinciding with the Iranian Na-
tional Day, adding that the Iranian govern-
ment decided to implement this decision
from Sunday.

He said, “This will be available to citi-
zens of 28 countries including Kuwait.
It also applies to holders of regular, dip-
lomatic passports. Article 17 and special
passports will still have their own specific
conditions.

Every Kuwaiti citizen can visit Iran
without a visa within six months. The time
available for a visa is 15 days, which can-
not be extended. If he wishes to stay for a
longer period, he must obtain a visa from
the embassy.

The implementation of the decision was
supposed to be in March, but the date has
been advanced”.

Ambassador Toutounji revealed that
there is an opportunity for Kuwaiti citizens
to obtain an annual visa.

Regarding the cancellation of tourist vi-
sas, he explained that it will happen unilater-
ally every six months, with a 15-day stay for
citizens of 28 countries, which are Kuwait,
UAE, Bahrain, Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Uz-
bekistan, Kyrgyzstan, Tunisia, Mauritania,
Tanzania, Zimbabwe, Mauritius, Seychelles,
Indonesia, Brunei Darussalam, Japan, Sin-
gapore, Cambodia, Vietnam, Brazil, Peru,
Cuba, Mexico, Bosnia & Herzegovina, Ser-
bia, Croatia, Belarus, and India.

The implementation steps have been
communicated to the relevant authori-
ties as of February 4, taking into account
that only holders of ordinary passports

of the aforementioned countries can en-
ter without a visa every six months, and
stay for a period of 15 days that cannot
be extended.

Those who wish to reside or enter more
than once for tourism purposes or to obtain
other types of visas must apply for visas
through diplomatic missions. There are
provisions for canceling visas for Indian
citizens through airports only.

Ambassador Toutounji stressed that the
path of the Iranian-Kuwaiti bilateral rela-
tions, throughout the 62 years since the be-
ginning of diplomatic relations between the
two countries, has passed through different
stations, but religious ties and historical and
popular commonalities have led to relations
moving for the better.

He said, “During the past two years of the
government of Dr. Ibrahim Raisi, there was
a special trend to strengthen relations with
neighboring countries. Thanks to Almighty
Allah, today we are witnessing balanced
and deep-rooted relations between Iran and
Kuwait.”

Meanwhile, the ambassador affirmed
that the Iranian community in Kuwait is
considered one of the oldest communities
that have inhabited the country for decades,
and is distinguished by good behavior and
proficiency in work.

He said, “This community enjoys trust,
as we have doctors, university graduates,
and trade and business workers. Today,
there are more than 30,000 Iranians residing
in Kuwait. Iranian private schools receive
more than 1,600 students of the three edu-
cational levels.

The trade relations between the two
countries are continuing even before the
launch of diplomatic relations and have not
been interrupted even in the darkest circum-
stances such as the days of the COVID-19
pandemic. However, the volume of trade
exchange is below the level of ambition, as
there are enormous possibilities to enhance
trade and provide food security for Kuwait
due to the short distance and competitive
prices, and the quality of Iranian goods that
the Kuwaiti citizen has experienced over
the past years.”

Regarding the possibility of a pre-
emptive American strike on Iran, Ambas-
sador Muhammad Toutounji said, “We
always aspire to peace, tranquility and
stability in the region, as there are always
pretexts they are looking for to launch at-
tacks. There is no doubt that such actions
will not help in establishing security in
the region. If some Iranian sites were tar-
geted, Iran would undoubtedly respond
to that.”

Regarding Iran’s relationship with the at-
tacks on American bases, he said, “This is
an allegation.”

Ambassador Toutounji stressed that the
resistance factions in the region work ac-
cording to their program and plans without
any interference from outside, and do not
receive orders from Iran about their deci-
sions, actions and positions regarding the
Zionist aggression against the Palestinian
people.

KUNA photo
Director General of Kuwait News Agency (KUNA), Dr. Fatma Al-Salem, and Bulgar-
ian Ambassador Dimitar Dimitrov during the discussions.

Media cooperation discussed

Director-General of Kuwait News Agen-
cy (KUNA) Dr. Fatma Al-Salem received
on Thursday Bulgarian Ambassador
to Kuwait Dimitar Dimitrov, discussing
means to boost media cooperation be-
tween the two friendly countries.

Dr. Al-Salem emphasized, during the
meeting, the significance of media co-
operation between the two countries,
especially at the level of official media
institutions, including both sides’ news
agencies.

She highlighted KUNA’s interest in
enhancing and developing media co-

operation with other nations, as this
would contribute to delivering its me-
dia goal and serve Kuwait’s foreign
policy.

On his part, Dimitrov said that the bi-
lateral relations between the two friend-
ly nations are longstanding and close,
looking forward to promoting coopera-
tion between the two countries’ official
news agencies.

He stressed that both friendly coun-
tries have long decades of signifi-
cant diplomatic and cultural relations.
(KUNA)

Winter in Kuwait mild to moderate

El Nifio cause of high temp in ’23

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 1: The Al-Ajairi
Scientific Center, in collaboration with the
Swiss organization “Metoblue,” has con-
ducted an analysis aimed at understand-
ing the factors contributing to the elevated
temperatures experienced during 2023 and
the initial months of 2024, leading to a di-
minished perception of cold weather this
season, reports Al-Rai daily.

Engineer Yousef Al-Ajiri, the Director
General of the Center, explained in a press
release that the current winter season has
witnessed temperatures surpassing the an-
nual average.

Al-Ajiri emphasized that, particularly in
Al-Murabbaniyah, the cold percentage has
been significantly lower than usual. The
average temperatures for the Al-Murabban-
iyah season, covering the period from De-

cember 7, 2023, to January 14, 2024, were
identified as the highest compared to those
recorded in the same time-frame over the
past six years.

This year’s recorded temperature for the
Murabbaniyah season is 17.16 degrees Cel-
sius, indicating an increase from the range
of 14.81 to 15.39 degrees Celsius observed
in the past six years, signifying a rise of ap-
proximately 1.77 degrees Celsius.

Al-Ajiri pointed out that weather ex-
perts involved in the analysis attribute the
temperature surge this year to two primary
factors. Firstly, the ongoing global climate
changes, and secondly, the El Nifio phe-
nomenon, a natural occurrence associated
with elevated temperatures in the Pacific
Ocean, thereby influencing temperatures
on a global scale.

KUNA photo
The Deputy Foreign Minister discusses with the Yemeni ambassador
fraternal relations and the latest developments.

Deputy FM, German, Yemen envoys discuss ties

Kuwaiti Deputy Foreign Minister Ambassa-
dor Sheikh Jarrah Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Sa-
bah received on Thursday the Ambassador
of the Federal Republic of Germany to the
State of Kuwait Hans-Christian Freiherr von
Reibnitz.

During the meeting, both sides discussed
ways of strengthening bilateral relations be-
tween the two friendly countries and issues of
mutual concerns.

Sheikh Jarrah Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah
also received on Thursday the Ambassador

KUNA photo
The Deputy Foreign Minister discusses with the German Ambassador
bilateral relations and issues of common interest.

of Yemen to Kuwait Ali Mansour Bin Sefa’a.

During the meeting, both sides discussed
the brotherly relations between the two coun-
tries and ways of enhancing them, in addition
to the latest regional and international devel-
opments. (KUNA)

ETA becomes effective Febh 1

UK preferred destination for Kuwaitis: Lewis

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 1: The British Ambas-
sador to Kuwait, Belinda Lewis, expressed
pride in the United Kingdom remaining the
preferred travel destination for many Ku-
waitis. She welcomed an increased number
of Kuwaiti visitors, particularly with the re-
cent launch of the electronic travel permit,
reports Al-Qabas daily.

As of today, Kuwaiti citizens, as well as citizens from
Gulf Cooperation Council countries and other residents,
are eligible to apply for an Electronic Travel Authoriza-
tion (ETA). This authorization enables travel to the UK
on or after February 22, 2024.

Ambassador Lewis highlighted that
the ETA, priced at only 10 pounds ster-
ling (approximately 4 Kuwaiti dinars),
facilitates unlimited short trips to the
United Kingdom. It covers visits of up
to six months for purposes such as tour-
ism, visiting family and friends, study-
ing, conducting business, or transiting
to another destination.

It remains valid for two years or until
the passport used to submit the applica-
tion expires (whichever comes first).
Unlike its predecessor, the Electronic
Visa Waiver (EVW), an ETA can be used multiple times dur-
ing this period and has the added benefit of not being tied to a
specific trip. This will make short trips to the UK more flexible
and spontaneous.”

She added, “We welcome more Kuwaiti visitors to enjoy
the beauty, culture and job opportunities that the United King-
dom has to offer, and help strengthen the connections between
people that have long strengthened the deep and special part-
nership between our two countries.”

Meanwhile, Ambassador Lewis, announced that all prepa-
rations have been made to receive Electronic Travel Autho-
rization (ETA) applications for Kuwaitis wishing to visit the
United Kingdom, starting today.

Lewis said, “I would like to point out that February 1, 2024
is the date on which Kuwaiti citizens, GCC citizens and other
Jordanians become eligible to apply for an Electronic Travel
Authorization (ETA), which can be used to travel to the United
Kingdom on February 22, 2024, or after.

She added, it remains valid for two years or until the passport
used to submit the application expires (Whichever comes first).
Unlike its predecessor, the Electronic Visa Waiver (EVW), an
ETA can be used multiple times during this period and has the
added benefit of not being tied to a specific trip, this will make
short trips to the UK more flexible and spontaneous.

According to the system, the electronic multi-travel permit
is for an open period of no less than two years, and is used for
short tourist, therapeutic, commercial, and academic visits of
less than 6 months (training courses). The traveler can also
enter Britain with this electronic visa once, and if he wishes
to travel again, the traveler must apply for a new visa with a
fee of £30.

With this decision, all citizens of the Gulf states are allowed
to travel to Britain for a period of no less than 180 days. The
visa cannot be used for work purposes or contracting a civil
marriage, and every traveler, including children, must apply
online.

‘MPW's budget spikes
by KD30m new fiscal’

By Mohammad Ghanem
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 1: According to the report on the draft
law regarding apportioning the budget of ministries and gov-
ernment departments for the 2024/2025 fiscal year, an amount
of KD 952.424 million had been allocated to the total annual
budget of the Ministry of Public Works, which is an increase of
KD 30 million compared to the budget of KD 922.267 million
for the current fiscal year, to cover all items.

The report explained that the budget for the capital expendi-
tures item witnessed an increase of KD 55 million to reach KD
566 million from KD 511 million during the current fiscal year
in order to cover the projects implemented by the ministry, es-
pecially major projects such as Kuwait International Airport’s
T2 terminal, Mubarak Port, and road construction and mainte-
nance projects, as well as payments to the companies that im-
plement these projects.

The employee salary item witnessed an increase of only
KD 2 million, reaching KD 299 million, compared to the
budget for the current fiscal year of KD 297 million, to cover
the item of salaries, bonuses, and allowances that employ-
ees receive in all technical and administrative sectors of the
ministry.

Meanwhile, the Central Authority for Public Tenders
(CAPT) has set March 3 as the closing date for bids for two
projects - the construction of the Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad
Complex for the Printing of Qur’an, and the construction of the
new building of the State Audit Bureau.

According to informed sources, these two projects are
among the important construction projects currently being of-
fered by the ministry through CAPT. On March 3, the bids of
companies competing to win the project will be opened and
referred to the ministry for study through specialized com-
mittees, then returned back to the agency to make the award
decision, after which the implementation of these two projects
will begin.

Belinda Lewis

Embassy of India
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Minister of Health, Dr. Ahmad Al Awadhi, Indian Ambassador to Kuwait, Dr. Adarsh
Swaika and other officials pictured at the blood donation campaign.

Health minister attends event

Indian embassy, |DF launch
Adan ‘blood donation’ drive

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 1: The Embassy of
India in Kuwait, in collaboration with the
Indian Doctors Forum (IDF), organized a
blood donation campaign at the Al Adan
Hospital.

The distinguished gathering at the event
included His Excellency Dr. Ahmad Al
Awadhi, Minister of Health for the State of
Kuwait; His Excellency Dr. Adarsh Swaika,
the Ambassador of India to Kuwait; Dr.
Hussein Jasser, Director of Al Adan Hos-
pital; Dr. Reem Al Radwan, Director of
Kuwait Central Blood Bank; and Dr. Hanan
Al Awadhi, Medical Director of Kuwait
Central Blood Bank and Dr Diwakar Cha-
luvaiah, President of IDF.

A significant turnout of members from
the Indian community actively participated
as donors, underscoring the annual tradition
of thousands of Indian citizens in Kuwait
generously donating blood.

This event not only served as a testament
to the Indian community’s altruism but also
showcased their preparedness to meet Ku-

wait’s medical needs.

In an ongoing commitment to commu-
nity well-being, the Indian Embassy, Indian
Doctors Forum, and various Indian com-
munity associations in Kuwait consistently
organize blood donation and free medical
camps.

In 2023 alone, the Embassy and IDF
jointly organized three free medical camps,
while over 50 blood donation camps were
independently conducted by various Indian
associations in Kuwait.

Beyond the vital act of blood donation,
the event also spotlighted the substantial
contribution of the Indian community to the
medical field in Kuwait.

A significant number of Indian doctors,
paramedical professionals, and nurses are ac-
tively engaged in both government and pri-
vate hospitals, earning recognition for their
expertise, diligent work ethic, and compas-
sionate care. The Indian medical community
remains a preferred choice due to their com-
mendable qualities and dedication.

‘Conference sheds light on rapidly
advancing spinal ops techniques’

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 1: As a member
of the Scientific Committee for the 13th
Arab Spinal Surgery Association Con-
ference, Dr. Muhammad Doghaim un-
derscores the conference’s importance
amid swift progress and scientific break-
throughs in spinal surgeries, especially
with the integration of cutting-edge tech-
nological approaches.

Dr. Doghaim emphasizes that the
choice of Kuwait as the conference ven-
ue reflects its scientific stature, enriched
with medical, human, and technologi-
cal proficiency in spinal surgeries. Sur-
geries conducted in Kuwaiti hospitals
adhere to the latest global methods,
prompting many patients to opt for
various treatments within the country,
avoiding the challenges and expenses of
overseas travel. This is possible through
unwavering support from the political
leadership, ensuring the healthcare sec-

tor has all the necessary resources to
meet global standards.

Dr. Doghaim also notes that the con-
ference features a series of workshops on
spinal surgery during its initial days, along
with discussions on various research pa-
pers covering a spectrum of specialties re-
lated to spinal surgery. These discussions
cater to a broad range of medical services
and diverse specializations.

He confirms that the conference gains
added significance with the presence of
elite international, regional, and local
medical speakers shedding light on the
latest studies, research, experiments,
and innovations in the realm of spinal
health and surgery. He expresses hope
that the conference fulfills its intended
objectives of serving patients and pro-
viding optimal means of diagnosis and
treatment.

Appeal hearing in murder on Feb 5

By Jaher Al-Hamoud
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 1: The Embassy of
India in Kuwait, in collaboration with the
Indian Doctors Forum (IDF), organized a
blood donation campaign at the Al Adan
Hospital.

The distinguished gathering at the event
included His Excellency Dr. Ahmad Al
Awadhi, Minister of Health for the State
of Kuwait; His Excellency Dr. Adarsh
Swaika, the Ambassador of India to Ku-
wait; Dr. Hussein Jasser, Director of Al

Adan Hospital; Dr. Reem Al Radwan, Di-
rector of Kuwait Central Blood Bank; and
Dr. Hanan Al Awadhi, Medical Director of
Kuwait Central Blood Bank and Dr Diwa-
kar Chaluvaiah, President of IDF.

A significant turnout of members from
the Indian community actively partici-
pated as donors, underscoring the annual
tradition of thousands of Indian citizens
in Kuwait generously donating blood.

This event not only served as a testa-
ment to the Indian community’s altruism
but also showcased their preparedness to
meet Kuwait’s medical needs.
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A DIGEST OF PUBLIC OPINION

State must track down any

‘hidden foes’

“IT IS high time for us, the citizens of
our beloved Kuwait, to awaken to the
perils of fostering any form of animosity
that certain individuals are attempting to
sow among us, be it based on sectarian,
ideological, tribal, or other differences,”
columnist Igbal Al-Ahmad wrote for
Al-Qabas daily.

“When the ground beneath us is akin
to a swamp, teeming with dormant seeds
waiting for the right conditions to sprout,
only to suddenly manifest uncontrol-
lably, regret for our lack of awareness
of their harm be-

~save nation

tional character, and commitment to
the nation’s interests, the championship
gathered Kuwaiti champions of eques-
trian sports and horse jumping. This
event bore an international character,
adding to its uniqueness.
“Al-Marshoud, carrying the Kuwaiti
flag in his heart, brought together di-
verse segments of society through his
national civil initiative. The champion-
ship, a source of pride for Kuwait, high-
lighted positive aspects such as comfort,
challenge, and health responsibility. The
sport, beyond economic and financial

comes futile.

“Periodically,
reprehensible ef-
forts are directed
at inciting emo-
tions and fueling
resentments with-
in our nation, ex-
ploiting  specific
events. They may
succeed in ignit-
ing the flames of  |gbal Al-Ahmad
discord and bitter-
ness simply because an individual does
not align with us ideologically, reli-
giously, intellectually, or tribally.

“The activities of these factions and
their toxic ideologies must not go un-
monitored and unpunished. It is impera-
tive to counteract all attempts at labeling
and inciting hatred of all kinds, particu-
larly concerning religious matters. This
has become exceedingly crucial, given
the relentless attempts to utilize it as kin-
dling for a fire clandestinely prepared to
be sparked among us.

“This covert fire cannot be extin-
guished with a single blow or within a
fixed timeframe. Instead, it requires the
establishment of a moderate mindset
rooted in tolerance, love, and respect
for others. This should commence with
educational curricula, permeate through
all media channels, and extend to civil
society organizations.

“Courses focusing on tolerance, re-
spect for differences, and a culture of
divergent opinions are needed. Ignor-
ing this form of education only serves
to empower this ailing ideology and
aids it in accomplishing its nefarious
plans.

“Every individual wielding a pen car-
ries a responsibility tantamount to that of
state administration in this matter. The
pen, when used to express moderate,
loving, and tolerant viewpoints, should
transform into drops of water capable
of extinguishing every unhealthy spark
stemming from a malevolent thought
aimed at destroying our nation. These
pens and minds must quell any spark of
hatred by promoting love, respect, and
tolerance.

“Most of us understand that the fires
surrounding us are primarily fueled by
discord and sheer disloyalty.

Antagonism, enmity, and hostility
towards anyone who differs from us in
ideology, religion, sect, or tribe are the
demise of nations. This concealed hatred
acts as weapons disseminated among

support, instills health awareness among
the youth, fostering leadership qualities
for the future.

“Sponsors like Zain Telecom, Ku-
waiti companies, and initiators such as
Kuwait International Bank and Nael Al-
Hazeem Company played a crucial role,
encouraging sports energies and contrib-
uting to the development of internation-
ally competitive champions.

“The Kuwait Equestrian Center, a
distinguished private stable in Kuwait,
stood out for its civilized design, of-
fering an international feel to the horse
jumping race tracks. The overwhelming
public presence and interaction during
the championship, with citizens of all
ages cheering Kuwaiti and international
riders, showcased the importance of the
private sector in supporting and devel-
oping sports.

“This culture of support not only em-
powers diverse talents and energies but
also addresses the needs and mentalities
of the youth, thereby preventing the mi-
gration of talents due to a lack of under-
standing. By promoting modern images
and providing incentive prizes, the pri-
vate sector contributes to serving soci-
ety, sustaining resources, and enhancing
Kuwait’s cultural landscape.”
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“The people in general are looking
for a strong government to take refuge
in, not a weak government that takes
refuge in them. We have had successive
ministers whose number we no longer
know, or even their names, due to their
large number and the speed of their de-
parture, up to the point that one of them
resigned before taking oath along with
a public declaration after he accepted a
post in the Council of Ministers for one
day only to back out later,” columnist
Talal Al-Saeed wrote for Al Seyassah
daily.

“Another was excluded from one gov-
ernment and returned to the next one. If
he is really good, why was he excluded?
If not, why did he return?

“We say that the absence of a deci-
sion is undoubtedly a sign of weakness.
Most of our previous governments were
not decision-makers. We used to look
at ministers as senior officials wearing
certain clothes. A few of them took de-
cisions alone due to hesitation and mo-
nopoly of powers. No decision maker
will ‘cool our hearts” until we are unac-
ceptably backward in both the small and
big matters!

“Many decisions were issued to ter-

Army chief denies
staff under probe

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 1: The Army Chief of Staft has refuted
the report that has been circulated on the social media plat-
forms saying several employees in the office administration
of the former Minister of Defense has been referred for inves-
tigation due to administrative violations, reports Al-Seyassah
daily.

The Moral Guidance and Public Relations Department of
the Kuwaiti Army urges the public to seek accuracy in infor-
mation and obtain updates from official sources. Additionally,
it emphasizes that its doors are consistently open to address
and clarify any information or news that may be unclear or
inaccurate.
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The Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of Defense, and Acting
Minister of Interior, Sheikh Fahd Al-Yousef, conducted a thor-
ough inspection of the “Land Force Operations” center, empha-
sizing the imperative to exert maximum effort and advance the
operational mechanisms further, reports Al-Rai daily.

In the course of the inspection, Sheikh Fahd underscored the
importance of optimizing joint training and exercises to attain
the highest possible benefits. He reiterated the commitment to
ongoing development, emphasizing the significance of refin-
ing the operational processes.
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Job Vacancy - Technical Support Specialist

Are you a tech enthusiast with a passion for troubleshooting and problem-solving?

Look no further! We're seeking a skilled IT professional to join
our dynamic team as a Technical Support Specialist.

+ Hardware and Software Installation: Excel in the setup and configuration of desktop PCs,
Macs, and laptops to ensure smooth operations.

* Networking Expertise: Take charge of the setup and maintenance of our robust IT\
infrastructure, contributing to a seamlessly connected digital environment.
Requirements:

« Transferable Visa 18
« Fluent in both Arabic and English, with excellent verbal communication skills.

Qualifications:

+ Proven experience in hardware and software installation for desktop PCs, Macs, and laptops.
+ Proficiency in networking protocols, installation, and maintenance.
« Ability to diagnose and efficiently resolve technical issues.

How to Apply:
If you are ready to be part of our innovative IT team, please submit your CV
along with your expected salary to IT@arabtimesonline.com

Note: Only candidates with Transferable Visa 18 and proficiency in

speaking Arabic and English will be considered.

Deadline for applications: 15th Feb 2024.

Troops, police deployed to round
up illegals, criminals in Mahhoula

Massive raids launched to curb ‘lawlessness’ on streets

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 1: A security
operation conducted by the Gener-
al Administration of Rescue in the
Mahboula area has resulted in the
issuance of 258 traffic violations
and the apprehension of several
individuals involved in various of-
fenses on Wednesday evening, re-
ports Al-Rai daily.

This initiative, in line with the directives
of Lieutenant General Sheikh Salem Al-
Nawaf, the Undersecretary of the Ministry
of Interior, emphasizes the imperative need
for enhanced security and traffic measures to
curb security threats, reckless behavior, and
criminal activities. The operation specifically
targeted entrances and exits of the region, as
well as locations with a high concentration
of offenders.

Accompanying the men of the General
Department of Rescue during this security
campaign, “Al-Rai” witnessed the coordi-
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nated efforts led by Brigadier General Fares
Al-Qahtani, the Director of the Department.
The operation involved the participation of all
rescue departments across governorates, with
approximately 100 troopers and 30 patrols.
The area was effectively cordoned off for a
duration of 4 hours, resulting in the apprehen-
sion of numerous violators.

The campaign’s outcomes included the is-
suance of 258 traffic violations, identification
of 15 residency law violators, detection of 10
individuals without proper documentation,
identification of 13 individuals with arrest
warrants, and the arrest of a person with crim-
inal charges. Additionally, 5 vehicles subject
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to judicial custody were detained, along with

members of a single society, ready to
emerge at a certain juncture, causing
destruction and devastation by tearing
apart the fabric of our society.

“The state must never be complacent
in combating any idea, whether it sur-
faces through communication channels,
media outlets, or elsewhere. Instead, we
must track it down and dismantle it at its
roots, for the security of our homeland
brooks no concessions, delays, or toler-
ance.”

Also:

“Social responsibility refers to the
voluntary engagement of a company or
establishment in initiatives aimed at con-
tributing to community development.
This involvement manifests through

minate the expatriate employees, but
they are not implemented and citizens
continue wait in the service office,
which is said to be run by expatriates.
So, an expatriate is asked to terminate
an expatriate!

“No decision has been taken regard-
ing the problems in the roads, since the
death of HH the late Amir Sheikh Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, may Al-
lah have mercy on him, who instructed
the then Minister of Public Works Rana
Al-Faris to go out on the streets and ini-
tiate reforms!

“Successive governments did not
take a decision regarding stray dogs that
harm people and their number has be-
come terrifying. They pose grave dan-
ger to people, so what then?

the arrest of an individual found in possession
of controlled substances.

Security sources emphasized that the Gen-
eral Department of Rescue maintains con-
tinuous activity across all governorates, de-
ploying patrols and establishing checkpoints
around the clock. Furthermore, a weekly
initiative brings together the personnel and
vehicles of all rescue departments, focusing
on a designated area that is completely closed
and monitored to identify and apprehend vio-
lators, particularly those engaged in reckless
and criminal activities.

These ongoing security campaigns aim to
safeguard the well-being of citizens and resi-
dents, acting as a deterrent against anyone at-
tempting to disrupt the peace or violate the
law. These efforts are part of a sustained com-

Motorists’ documents being verified by the
traffic police.

mitment to daily operations aimed at main-
taining and enhancing overall security.

Meanwhile , over the past two days, the
Traffic and Operations Sector in Kuwait
confronted violators, monitored violations,
conducted traffic campaigns, and deployed
patrols across various governorates, reports
Al-Rai daily.

As a result, 6,186 various traffic violations
were issued, 6 individuals were referred to
traffic police, and 9 people were handed over
to juvenile prosecution. Additionally, two
individuals wanted by security were appre-
hended.

The Public Relations and Security Media

A policeman searches pockets of a resident
during checking.

Department of the Interior Ministry reported
that the campaigns led to the seizure of 152
vehicles, which were subsequently impound-
ed. Furthermore, 199 violations related to
nuisance noise were issued, 12 wanted ve-
hicles were seized, and 167 radar violations
were recorded.

The department emphasized the ongoing
commitment of the General Traffic Depart-
ment to conduct campaigns and enforce the
law without leniency for violators. It stressed
the crucial importance of adhering to traffic
laws to ensure the safety of all road users.Po-
lice checking documents of expatriates
in Mahboula.

the implementation of economic, so-
cial, environmental, and other develop-
ment projects and programs within the
country. Widely practiced in developed
nations, social responsibility is charac-
terized by major companies dedicat-
ing financial resources with both social
and moral motivations,” columnist Dr.
Ghadeer Muhammad Asiri wrote for
Al-Qabas daily.

“In Kuwait, this exemplary practice
recently unfolded for the tenth time,
marking a distinctive and unconven-
tional civilized scene. Aligned with the
economic, social systems, and devel-
opmental legal policies contributing to
national progress, Kuwait hosted the
Atyab Al-Marshoud International Show
Jumping Championship.

“Organized annually by Walid Al-
Marshoud and his honorable family,
known for their welcoming spirit, na-

“In the past, there were governments
that took the appropriate decisions at
the appropriate time. They did not
back down, while there were political
ministers who laid down the country’s
supreme policy, and left the implemen-
tation part in the hands of agents and
others.

“Some ministers occupied positions
vacated by family and friends. They
do not know the meaning of ministe-
rial solidarity. News about them spread
among the people before the end of their
session, until the fair Amiri decree was
issued to stop this nonsense that almost
reached the bone!

“The important question for all mem-
bers of the current government is: Can
you make a decision without fear or
hesitation?”

— CGompiled by PFX Fernandes

MoH staff 5-year jail overturned

Famous blogger jailed for 3 years

By Jaber Al-Hamoud
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 1: The Criminal
Court sentenced a famous blogger to three-
year imprisonment with hard labor for pub-
lishing false news on the social networking
site X, formerly known as Twitter, reports
Al-Seyassah daily.

It is noteworthy that the blogger wanted to
flee the country due to the issuance of judicial
rulings against him in State Security cases.

The Public Prosecution charged the ac-
cused with spreading false news through
posts on his private X account that bears
his name, and intentionally misusing his
mobile phone.
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5-year jail overturned: The Court of
Appeals overturned the verdict issued by a

lower court which sentenced a Ministry of
Health’s employee to five-year imprison-
ment, and instead refrained from punishing
him, reports Al-Seyassah daily.

During the court session, lawyer Zaid
Al-Khabbaz representing the defendant
stressed that the documents were devoid
of any evidence to prove that his client had
forged permits for overseas treatment and
counterfeited the doctor’s seal. Also, the
forensic evidence report proved that his cli-
ent’s handwriting did not match the hand-
writing on the transactions. There is also no
proof that his client obtained any interest or
benefit from the forged documents.

He insisted that there was no interest or
benefit, which indicates that his client com-
mit the crime of forgery leveled against
him.

Al-Khabbaz requested the court to cancel
his client’s imprisonment sentence.

Kuwait sees unusual
surge in court cases

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 1: The Supreme Judicial Council, the Min-
istry of Justice, and the National Assembly have failed to take
necessary measures to address the substantial surge in court cases
which reached from 500 in 2011 to an overwhelming 1.2 million
in 2019 and the trend persists, reports Al-Jarida daily.

In 2023, an astounding 1,572,341 cases were recorded by the
courts, indicating an increase of 400,000 within just four years.
This surge underscores a significant uptick in legal matters with-
in Kuwait. An examination of the statistics from the past year
reveals that the Court of First Instance bore the brunt of case
registrations, handling 1,522,697 cases. Among them, criminal
cases numbered 934,705, civil cases reached 554,240, and family
cases amounted to 33,752.

Top of Form

The Court of Appeal circuits processed 53,282 ordinary and
family appeal cases, while the Court of Cassation dealt with
21,771 cases. Despite the cumulative appeals reaching around
70,000 before the Court of Cassation, only 396 judges were
available across its circuits.

Intriguingly, each judge in the Court of Cassation faced an an-
nual workload of about 3,840 cases, averaging 320 per month
and 80 per week. The Court of Appeals had 334 judges handling
53,282 cases annually, averaging 160 cases per judge annually.

Considering the substantial workload faced by the Court of
Cassation, with 21,771 cases distributed among 87 judges, each
judge dealt with an average of 250 cases annually and 11 cases
per month. This raises concerns about the strain on judges, par-
ticularly considering their responsibility to monitor the integrity
of rulings and apply legal provisions.

The surge in appeals, exceeding 16,500 in 2019 and rising to
21,771 in 2023, prompts a critical examination of the adequacy
of the current number of judges. Despite the court deciding on
a significant number of appeals, the increase in the number of
judges has been minimal, posing challenges to efficiency.

The evident backlog and inefficiency in the justice system,
exacerbated by outdated procedures and a lack of legislative de-
velopment in the last 45 years, underscore the pressing need for a
comprehensive overhaul.

With 730 judges responsible for handling over one and a half mil-
lion cases, a reconsideration of the appointment and recruitment of
judges is imperative to ensure a more modern and efficient judicial
system that aligns with contemporary technological advancements
and addresses the longstanding issues in the litigation process.
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Minister of Justice signals government’s
willingness to collaborate on legislation

Al-Gharib urges unity, condemns extremism

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 1: Minister of Jus-
tice, Endowments and Islamic Affairs
Faisal Al-Gharib has confirmed that the
government is fully open to cooperating
with the National Assembly to issue more
laws, through which the government’s
work program is implemented and leads
to the development of human and finan-
cial resources for the benefit of the coun-
try and its people, reports Al-Anba daily.

Asked about the Friday sermon circular that
the ministry distributed to the mosques on the
need to tackle national unity and rejection of
extremism and terrorism, Al-Gharib stressed
that everyone sees the great dangers surround-
ing Kuwait and the region, and the threat to
regional security and stability. “This calls us
to emphasize unity of ranks and more cohe-
sion between the people of our dear country,
and to take all necessary
measures to protect the
homeland and guarantee
the safety of citizens and
residents of the land of
Kuwait,” he asserted.

He praised the efforts of
the Ministry of Interior and
the vigilance of the security
personnel in uncovering the
terrorist cell that targeted the
security and safety of the
country. He affirmed that
the Kuwaiti people are com-
mitted to moderation, love and peaceful coexistence
among their children and rejecting all forms of
hatred, violence and terrorism.

He stated there is full coordination with the
judiciary, represented by the Supreme Judicial
Council, to ensure justice, equality and equal
opportunities, in addition to the development the
litigation system in Kuwait by introducing modern
technology to speed up the decision on cases and
the completion of rulings.

He added that Kuwait has been known through-
out its history for the independence of its judiciary
and the separation of powers, which distinguishes
judicial work in the country. He implored Allah
Almighty to perpetuate the blessing of security,
safety, stability and prosperity for the dear home-
land under the wise leadership of His Highness the
Amir Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
and HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Dr Mohammad
Sabah Al-Salem Al-Sabah.

Al-Gharib

Legal measures, hans await defaulters

MEW seeks payment for facility damages

By Mohammed Ghanem
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff
KUWAIT CITY, Feb 1: According to informed

sources in the Ministry of Electricity, Water, and
Renewable Energy, the ministry has again sent a

KUNA photo
Ambassador Jassem Al-Najem with the Chi-
nese President.

Kuwait envoy to China
presents ‘credentials’

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 1, (KUNA): Kuwait’s Am-
bassador to China Jassem Al-Najem has presented
his credentials to Chinese President Xi Jinping.

During the reception, Ambassador Al-Najem
conveyed the greetings of His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah to
the Chinese leader, the Kuwaiti Embassy in China
said in a press statement to KUNA on Thursday.

The Chinese leader also asked the ambassador
to convey his greetings to His Highness the Amir,
and hoped for further development of Chinese-
Kuwaiti ties.

number of letters to the various state ministries to
deduct the amounts owed to the ministry for dam-
ages to its facilities by contractors implementing
contracts for these government agencies, includ-
ing the ministry itself.

The sources explained that the ministry seeks
to collect the largest amount of this debt before
the end of the current fiscal year. It received KD
413 thousand last fiscal year out of a total of KD
5.852 million, bringing the remaining amount to
KD 5.439 million.

There is also a specialized technical committee
formed to follow up the collection and settlement
of fines and damages.

The ministry, in the event that the debts of these
companies and individuals are not paid, will im-
plement the mechanism it approved by banning
most of the wanted persons and taking legal meas-
ures against them, considering that these amounts
are public money that must be preserved through
the mechanisms and frameworks in place. This is
especially since these aforementioned damages
are the result of incidents in which judicial rulings
were issued against companies and individuals
and must be implemented.

The amounts collected last year represent seven
percent of the total debt, and the ministry will not
hesitate to collect the rest of the debt amounts, de-
spite the difficulty in collecting some of them, as
they date back to 1992 and have not been collected.

On the other hand, the sources reported that the
ministry has been making moves regarding re-
newable energy projects.

They revealed that it recently proposed two
projects, first to supply the photovoltaic cell sys-
tem on car awnings in the main workshops and
the emergency services department in Subhan to
produce 7,000 kilowatts, and another on car awn-
ings in the power stations in the northern region to
produce 6,200 kilowatt.

The sources said these projects are part of the pro-
jects included in the ministry’s plan to produce re-
newable energy, which will achieve self-sufficiency
for the ministry’s sites in renewable energy instead
of traditional energy generated by fossil oil, which
the state seeks to reduce dependence on in order to
preserve the environment and reduce expenses.
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Critical roles of NATO activities

Complex dynamics of American
foreign policy in the Middle East

In this special interview with the Recon-
naissance Research, Peter Berkowitz,
a senior fellow at the Hoover Institution
at Stanford University, reveals to us the
complex dynamics of American foreign
policy in the Middle East, and through
him we learn about the critical roles of
NATO activities, and the internal debates
in Washington regarding the military
presence in the region and its impact on
Kuwait.

It also highlights the strategic shifts
in US military operations, especially to-
wards Kuwait, and the repercussions of
the growth of Chinese influence.

The discussion also addresses contro-
versial issues surrounding the relationship
between the United States and Israel and
Palestinian human rights needs. Berkow-
itz offers a frank perspective on the influ-
ence of Congress in shaping Middle East
policy, and the position of the United
States as a mediator in Israeli-Palestinian
affairs.

Abdulaziz Al-Anjari, founder and CEO
of the Reconnaissance Research, said:

“At the Reconciliation Center for Re-
search and Studies, we believe in the im-
portance of presenting diverse and multi-
dimensional points of view to understand
the complex dynamics of the regional and
international situation. This presentation
is an integral part of our responsibility as
an independent and specialized research
center. We realize that listening to dif-
ferent points of view does not necessar-
ily mean agreeing with them. In the same
way our dissemination of these view-
points does not mean we support them,
and dialogue with others does not mean
complete acceptance of their opinions,
and listening does not mean admiration
for what is heard. But by exploring dif-
ferent opinions, we can understand how
others think, how they justify their ac-
tions, and how they explain their policies.
This approach motivates us to hear from
prominent figures such as Peter Berkow-
itz, who held important positions during
the administration of former US President
Donald Trump, and who is currently con-
sidered one of the influential scholars in
Washington on US policy. We hope that
this interview will contribute to provid-
ing a more comprehensive understanding
of the current and future landscape of US
foreign policy in the East. Middle East,
in addition to the strategic considerations
followed and their impact on international
relations and security.”

Question: How does Iranian-Iraqi
proxy group activity influence U.S. for-
eign policy decisions in the Middle East,
especially regarding military withdrawal
from Iraq?”

Answer: The presence of Iranian proxy
groups in Iraq and throughout the Middle
East reinforces the need for U.S. military
forces throughout the region. We have
long known that Iran, the world’s leading
state sponsor of terrorism, foments re-
gional instability. The heightened military
conflict in the region since Hamas’ Oct 7
attacks on Israel have thrown into sharp
relief Iran’s destabilizing influence.

Israel, which the United States contin-
ues to see as vital to regional stability, fac-
es a seven-front war with Iranian-backed
forces: Hamas in the Gaza Strip, Hamas
in the West Bank, Hezbollah in Lebanon,
other Iranian proxy forces in Syria, Ira-
nian proxy forces in Iraq, the Houthis in
Yemen, and Tehran itself.

Under these circumstances, and with
regional stability a priority for U.S. for-
eign policy, a withdrawal of U.S. forces
would further destabilize a precarious
situation.

Q: What are the implications for NA-
TO’s role in the region following the U.S.
military withdrawal from Iraq?

A: The US and Iraq have not yet
agreed to a withdrawal of US forces. If
agreement is reached and the United States
does withdraw forces, NATO itself will
not have a major role in the Gulf. But the
United States and allies, including fellow
NATO members, will continue to partner
to maintain a shared national security in-
terest in preserving stability throughout the
Middle East, especially in the Gulf.

NATO was designed for a specific pur-
pose — the defense of liberal democracies
in Europe and North America against the
Soviet challenge. NATO is not well suited
to protect all North America’s and Eu-
rope’s security interests around the world.

Accordingly, the United States and
fellow NATO member nations must
show flexibility and creativity in form-
ing alternative partnerships, coalitions,
and alliances that are carefully designed
to address the specific challenge of main-
taining stability in the Middle East.

Q: Can you discuss the internal divide
within Washington on the continuation of
U.S. military presence in the Middle East?

A: Powerful forces within both the
Republican Party and the Democratic
Party seek to reduce America’s presence
in the Middle East.

For those in both parties who recognize
that stability in the Middle East requires
America’s engagement in the region, the
key divide concerns Iran.

Democrats have been inclined to be-
lieve that the United States can negotiate
fruitfully with Iran; they seek to cajole
Tehran to the negotiating table with sanc-
tions relief. Republicans have been dis-
posed to see Iran as the principal source
of instability in the Middle East; they be-
lieve that America must take a hard line
to bring Tehran to the negotiating table by
intensifying sanctions.

The Obama administration relaxed
sanctions on Iran to persuade it to enter
the JCPOA. The Trump administration
withdrew from the Iran deal and then
intensified sanctions to convince Iran to
reenter negotiations on terms more fa-
vorable to the United States. To lure Iran
back to the negotiating table, the Biden
administration once again relaxed sanc-
tions, causing tens of billions of dollars
to flow to Iran, which enabled Tehran to
increase funding of its terrorists proxies.

The intensifying military conflict in the
Middle East since Oct. 7 can be traced to a
single source: Iran’s quest for hegemony
in the region through the export of ex-
treme ideology and terrorism, and through
the pursuit of nuclear weapons. It is to be
hoped that the Biden administration will
adopt a tougher stance against the multi-
dimensional threat posed by Iran, espe-
cially following the deadly drone attack
on U.S. forces in Jordan.

Q: What strategic advantages are of-
fered by relocating U.S. military opera-
tions to Kuwait, and how might this affect

Peter Berkowitz
S .

Abdulaziz Al-Anjari

U.S. capabilities in the region?

A: The United States, according
to Axios, has more troops and military
contractors in Kuwait than in any other
country in the Middle East. For example,
around 2500 American troops and con-
tractors are stationed in Iraq and about
8500 in Qatar whereas 13,500 are sta-
tioned in Kuwait. The big advantage to
the United States of relying more on our
friends in Kuwait is that Kuwait does not
harbor Muslim terrorists, does not dis-
seminate anti-Western propaganda, and
does not maintain cordial relations with
Iran, the world’s leading state sponsor of
terrorism and the principal source of in-
stability in the region.

Q: How does the U.S. plan to balance
its strategic interests with its goal of pro-
moting regional stability and countering
extremism in the Middle East?

A: While there are important differenc-
es between the parties, the top priority for
the United States is increasingly seen on
both sides of the aisle as countering efforts
by the Chinese Communist Party to bring
more states within its authoritarian orbit.

Strategic competition between the
United States and China takes place in all
regions of the world, very much including
the Middle East.

Consequently, promoting regional sta-
bility in the Middle East by countering ex-
tremism is part of America’s larger efforts
to maintain a free and open international
order, one based on respect for national
sovereignty and human rights. Regional
stability in the Middle East is not a dis-
traction from America’s strategic com-
petition with China but rather crucial to
America’s prevailing in that competition.

Q: Considering Kuwait’s strategic
importance in U.S. plans, how do you
view Kuwait’s autonomy against pres-
sures from global powers like China or
Russia?

A: The United States has a strong in-
terest in working with Kuwait to enable it
to maintain its independence and prosper-
ity. Russia’s interest and China’s interest
are to bring Kuwait within their orbit and
subordinate Kuwait. America’s interest is
to keep Kuwait part of the free and open
international order, which would allow
Kuwait to develop in ways that Kuwait
believes best. Similar efforts around the
world suggest that China’s efforts to build
and finance infrastructure in Kuwait will
cost Kuwait in the long run and decrease
its independence and prosperity.

The United States must develop pri-
vate- and public-sector partnerships that
offer Kuwait better deals. These public-
private partnerships must find ways to
team up with Kuwait entrepreneurs, Ku-
wait civil society, and the Kuwait govern-
ment to expand opportunity in the Kuwait
economy and cooperation between the
two nations.

Q: Is the U.S. prioritizing its military
capabilities in the region over the stability
and security of host countries?

A: It is a mistake to see military capa-
bilities and the promotion of stability and
security as in conflict. The United States
would undermine its vital national secu-
rity interests if the presence of its military
in the region destabilized a host country
and rendered it less secure. That means
that the United States must be vigilant
in understand the culture, language, reli-
gion, history, and political and economic
systems of nations in the region to avoid
inadvertently causing problems for host
countries.

During my time in the State Depart-
ment, where I served as director of the
Policy Planning Staff, Secretary Pompeo
issued a directive to the Department to
bolster foreign language capabilities to
promote greater understanding of nations
around the world.

It is common to say that we must un-
derstand our enemies. In the United States
we must also do a better job of under-
standing our friends so that we can more
effectively shape our diplomacy and de-
fense assistance to suit our friends beliefs,
practices, and geopolitical challenges.

Q: Can the U.S. Congress effectively
influence U.S. foreign policy in the Mid-
dle East, or is it controlled by the Zionist
lobby as some believe?

A: Congress has a limited role in for-
eign policy under the US Constitution,
but because of its power of the pursue and
its lawmaking responsibilities, its limited
role is crucial.

Congress is not controlled by the so-
called Zionist lobby or any other single
lobby.

Many groups seek to influence Con-
gress and Congress is influence by them.
Supporters of Israel represent one such
group. The Arab Gulf monarchies and their
friends represent another. Congress listens
to both but is controlled by neither. Both
exert influence, sometimes in opposite di-
rections, sometimes in the same direction.

g a aQ

Peter Berkowitz is the Tad and Dianne
Taube Senior Fellow at the Hoover Institu-
tion, Stanford University. In 2019-2021, he
served as the Director of the State Depart-
ment’s Policy Planning Staff, executive
secretary of the department’s Commission
on Unalienable Rights, and senior adviser
to the Secretary of State. He is a 2017 win-
ner of the Bradley Prize. At Hoover, he is
a member of the Military History/Contem-
porary Conflict Working Group.



LOCAL

ARAB TIMES, FRIDAY-SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 2-3, 2024

5

L OYAC launches second edition of ‘Be-Tenew

Empowering Kuwaiti youth for social entrepreneurship success

Photo during the LOYAC Foundation’s launching of the second edition of the ‘Be-Tenew’ program for social en-
trepreneurship.

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 1: In an ef-
fort to support youth initiatives
addressing societal challenges
and providing solutions to Ku-
waiti communities, the LOYAC
Foundation has launched the sec-
ond edition of the “Be-Tenew”
program for social entrepreneur-
ship, reports Al-Jarida daily.

Created in collaboration with
the prestigious American Babson
College and facilitated through
partnerships with Zain and Agil-
ity, the program is hosted by the
Wajha Cultural Center. Geared
towards individuals aged 20 to
37, the initiative empowers par-
ticipants to transform innovative
ideas into impactful projects.

The 6-week program, conduct-
ed from 6 to 9 pm, encompasses
various facets of entrepreneur-
ship, project development, fea-
sibility assessment, and value

addition to Kuwaiti society. Par-
ticipants undergo specialized
training sessions, attend lectures,
engage in discussions, and re-
ceive guidance from local experts
and mentors to bring their project
ideas to fruition.

The program caters to ambi-
tious young individuals striving
for professional success, aspiring
entrepreneurs, dreamers com-
mitted to project realization, and
those seeking to grow and devel-
op existing projects.

Mona Zuaiter, Corporate Rela-
tions Officer at LOYAC, under-
scores the program’s focus on
ambitious youth, aspiring entre-
preneurs, and individuals com-
mitted to transforming their pro-
jects into reality for the benefit of
the community.

Walid Al-Khashti, Chief Rela-
tions and Corporate Affairs Of-

program

ficer at Zain Kuwait, expresses
ongoing support for LOYAC’s
initiatives, emphasizing the piv-
otal role emerging companies
play in revitalizing the national
economy.

Hanadi Al-Saleh, Chairman of
the Board of Directors of Agil-
ity, expresses delight in supporting
LOYACs initiatives, stating Agil-
ity’s pleasure in sponsoring the
“Kun-Tenew” program in its sec-
ond year. The aim is to empower
young people to realize their ideas
and contribute to leadership in so-
ciety.

Maryam Al-Muhareb, Execu-
tive Director and Founder of the
Wajha Center, highlights the part-
nership’s goal to support entre-
preneurship, enable young indi-
viduals to create entrepreneurial
projects, and provide a nurturing
environment for these ideas.

Initiatives praised

AmCham, KBA holds conference on
digital innovation in banking sector

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 1: On
Wednesday, the American Cham-
ber of Commerce, in partnership
with the Kuwait Banking Asso-
ciation, organized the “Digital In-
novation in the Banking Sector”
conference, attracting a diverse
audience that included senior of-
ficials from government agencies,
local and international universi-
ties, private sector institutions,
and the Kuwaiti banking sector,
reports Al-Qabas daily.

Sheikh Ahmed Duaij Al-Sabah,
Chairman of the Board of Direc-
tors of the Kuwait Banks As-
sociation and Chairman of the
Commercial Bank of Kuwait, in-
augurated the conference with a
speech highlighting the commit-
ment of the Kuwaiti banking sec-
tor to align with global financial
developments.

He underscored the sector’s
dedication to fostering digital in-
novation, particularly in finan-
cial technology, with the aim of
enhancing efficiency, reducing
costs, and elevating customer ex-
periences.

Al-Sabah praised the Central
Bank of Kuwait’s initiatives with-
in its digital transformation strat-
egy and commended efforts to po-
sition Kuwait as a financial center.

Al-Sabah also pointed out the
Central Bank’s directives for Ku-
waiti banks to establish innova-
tion and digital transformation
departments to enhance the digital
solutions provided to customers.

In his address, Al-Sabah re-
vealed that Kuwaiti banks are
actively leveraging cutting-edge
technologies to deliver advanced
banking services to individuals
and businesses. The COVID-19
pandemic expedited the trans-
formation of banking services,

predominantly operating through
smartphones, offering a conveni-
ent and user-friendly platform.

He emphasized that mobile
banking, online payments, and
digital wallets have become inte-
gral components of customer in-
teractions.

Meanwhile, statistics from the
Central Bank of Kuwait for the
third quarter of 2023 indicated
that approximately 51% of local
bank customers are users of digi-
tal banking services, a significant
increase from the 24% reported in
2017.

Digital banking services offer
users secure and convenient finan-
cial transactions, enabling them
to manage accounts and conduct
transactions anytime and any-
where.

Discussion sessions at the
conference included representa-
tives from government agen-
cies such as Abdullah Al-Ajmi
from the Communications and
Information Technology Au-
thority, Zahra Al-Mousa from
the Capital Markets Authority’s
Financial Technology Unit, and
Muhammad Al-Sharif from Ku-
wait International Bank’s Digital
Transformation and Innovation
Department. From the bank-
ing sector, participants included
Hamad Al-Fawzan from Warba
Bank’s Strategic Planning Group
and Bushra Al-Wazzan from
Boubyan Bank’s Internal Audit.

This conference reflects the
ongoing collaboration between
Kuwait and the United States, fa-
cilitated by the Kuwaiti-American
Business Council. The exchange
of valuable ideas and visions aims
to enhance the regional competi-
tiveness of the Kuwaiti banking
sector and foster innovation.

Kuwait Municipality designates six parks for
Nat’l celebrations with Agriculture Authority

Preparations in full swing as teams ensure readiness

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 1,
(KUNA): The Kuwait Mu-
nicipality announced that six
public parks have been allo-
cated to host events and ac-
tivities celebrating the 63rd
anniversary of National Day
and the 33rd Liberation Day
this February. This initia-
tive is in collaboration and
coordination with the Public
Authority for Agriculture Af-
fairs and Fisheries Affairs.

In a press release from the Public
Relations Department on Thurs-
day, the municipality affirmed the
ongoing daily preparations and
arrangements by the cleaning de-
partments to ready the locations
designated for hosting activities
and events that coincide with the
celebrations of national holidays.

The release explained that the teams
of the public hygiene departments
in the municipality have conducted
cleaning activities in these public
parks and distributed containers. Addi-
tionally, they have raised the state flag
on the pole at the main entrance to the
parks, where the events will take place
throughout February.

The statement highlighted that the
field teams are consistently engaged in
daily cleaning activities. They are also
conducting numerous inspection tours
throughout the month to monitor the
progress of the cleaning teams.

These teams are responsible for
maintaining cleanliness and distribut-
ing containers in various sites and lo-
cations designated for celebrations.

These include areas in front of the
official buildings of the governorates,
the coastal strip, the Mubarakiya mar-
kets, the Red Palace, and Al-Ahmadi
City.

KUNA photo

Gardens designated for holding national celebrations.

Kuwait, Saudi eager to boost bilateral ties

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 1: His Royal
Highness Prince Turki Al-Faisal
bin Abdulaziz affirmed that the two
brotherly peoples of Kuwait and the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia look for-
ward to further strengthening rela-
tions between the two countries, re-
ports Al-Anba daily.

In his statement to the daily about
the visit of His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah to the Kingdom, His Royal

Committee urges

Continued from Page 1

involvement in the case, if the term of
any of these judges was renewed or if
they were terminated in case they are
non-Kuwaitis, number of judges whose
judiciary immunity was requested to be
lifted because of their involvement in
the case, if their immunity was lifted,
when it was lifted if the answer is ‘yes’,
reasons for not lifting the immunity
if the answer is ‘no’, and if any of the
senior officials tasked to conduct inves-
tigations are related to any of the judges
implicated in the case.

MP Muhammad Al-Mahan asked
Minister of Health Dr Ahmed Al-Awa-
dhi if his ministry has a plan to open di-
alysis centers in the southern residential
areas. If yes, he requested for a copy of
the plan, including the current number
of patients who need dialysis. He also
inquired if the necessary medical teams
and equipment are available to operate
these dialysis centers, if it is true that the
donation of Sabah Al-Ahmad Coopera-
tive Society has been allocated for the
establishment of a dialysis center in Sa-
bah Al-Ahmad, and if there is a plan to
establish specialized clinics in the South
including Sabah Al-Ahmad, Wafra,
Khiran and Ali Sabah Al-Salim. If yes,
he requested for a copy of the plan. He
wants to know the number of suspended
or out-of-service clinics in these resi-
dential areas, reasons for suspending the
establishment of X-Ray units in Khiran
and Wafra, and if there is shortage of
medical staff in the southern areas.

Al-Mahan also asked Minister of
Public Works and State Minister for
Municipal Affairs Noura Muham-
mad Al-Masha’an about the contract-
ing company tasked to put street tiles
in Wafra, copy of the contract, if there
are variation orders, if the contractor is
committed to the schedule for complet-
ing the project, if the teams tasked to
follow up the project have recorded vio-
lations of the contracting company, and
penalties imposed if the answer is ‘yes’.

MP Abdulkareem Al-Kandari for-
warded queries to Minister of Electric-
ity, Water and Renewable Energy and
State Minister for Housing Affairs Sa-
lem Falah Al-Hajraf about the number
of housing plots qualified for housing
loans in the budget for fiscal 2023/2024,
budget allocated for this purpose, num-

ber of plots whose owners already ob-
tained housing loans from Kuwait Cred-
it Bank (KCB), total amount of granted
loans so far, factors leading to the in-
crease or decrease of the actual budget
for housing loans compared to the esti-
mated budget in fiscal 2023/2024, im-
pact of such developments on the con-
struction of houses, if KCB received the
total capital from Kuwait Fund for Arab
Economic Development (KFAED) as
per law number 1/2022, and measures
that KCB took if the answer is ‘no’.

Moreover, the Ministry of Finance
confirmed that “the presence or absence
of approvals from Kuwait Municipal-
ity, the Municipal Council and the ser-
vice ministries will not change the fact
that the Sabah Al-Ahmad Marine City
contract is not subject to prior oversight
provisions as it is an implementation of
the terms of the original contract, and is
subject to subsequent rather than prior
oversight by SAB. This is a confirma-
tion of the contents of a letter dated Jan
9, 2023 from the Legal Advice and Leg-
islation Department.

In response to the question of MP
Mubarak Al-Hajraf, the ministry dis-
closed it had a correspondence with
SAB regarding the Sabah Al-Ahmad
Marine City, which began with the
approval of SAB issued in July 2002
-- approving all terms and materials of
the contract that regulate the implemen-
tation of the two phases of the project
(phases A and B). It confirmed receiv-
ing a letter from SAB dated Oct 4, 2023
canceling letter number (1/1/22) S (23)
dated Jan 9, 2023 which stated:“the im-
plementation of the terms of the original
contract is not subject to the prior over-
sight provisions.” None of these letters
mentioned the cancellation of the previ-
ous approval of SAB issued on July 27,
2002.

The ministry responded to SAB’s let-
ter saying, “what prompted SAB to send
its letter dated Jan 9, 2023 is the data
contained in the Ministry of Finance’s
letter dated Dec 25, 2022, in which it
was stated that 9,197,117 square me-
ters remaining for the company in the
second phase had not been delivered
to it, and there are approvals from the
Municipality, Municipal Council and
other service ministries. This statement
contradicts the reports of the regulatory
authorities regarding the result reached
by SAB in its letter dated Jan 9, 2023
stating that: “The subject of the research

is the implementation of the terms of
the original contract mentioned above
and is not subject to the provisions of
its prior supervision, and accordingly it
will continue with subsequent supervi-
sion and follow-up of the audit of the
subject.”

According to the ministry, the value
of the plots sold was determined accord-
ing to the price per square meter men-
tioned in the contract, and the company
committed to the price specified in the
sale of the plots of the first phase in five
batches (A1-A2-A3-A4-AS).

The ministry stressed that the con-
cerned authorities in the government
have fulfilled all their contractual obli-
gations in the Sabah Al-Ahmad Marine
City project, and there is no difference
between the first phase and the second
phase, as the same uses have been ap-
proved for the two phases. It added
that the implementation the project is in
accordance with the conditions and ob-
ligations contained in the contract con-
cluded with the company, including the
requirements in each phase.

Furthermore, ~Assembly  Speaker
Ahmed Al-Saadoun recently met with
Chairman of Kuwait Anti-Corruption
Authority (Nazaha) Abdulaziz Abdul-
latif Al-Ibrahim who submitted the
semi-annual report of the authority to
the speaker.

In another development, MP Jenan
Bushehri attended the online regional
forum organized by the International
Parliaments Union (IPU) recently, in
collaboration with a number of con-
cerned global organizations that are
keen on expediting the economic em-
powerment of women.

During the forum, Bushehri talked
about the challenges in the economic
empowerment of women, indicating
the challenges vary from one country to
another. She disclosed the major chal-
lenges include the educational and pro-
fessional gap between women and men
in some countries. She said the share of
women in education and professional
programs is lower than that of men,
which negatively affects the opportuni-
ties for women in the labor market. She
added that women also face difficulties
like the higher rate of unemployment
and differences in salaries compared to
their male colleagues, as well as the dif-
ficulty of occupying leading positions
and to be part of decision-making.

She revealed that women usually en-

counter problems in obtaining loans for
opening or expanding their business
due to bureaucracy and discriminatory
legislation that make it too difficult for
women to find financing entities. She
stated the cultural and social customs
have a negative impact on the economic
role of women in society, taking into
consideration the traditional view about
the roles of men and women. She af-
firmed the laws in Kuwait have contrib-
uted to enhancing the economic role of
women, but more laws are still needed
to push women toward achieving eco-
nomic progress.

She said the economic empowerment
of women in Arab countries requires
addressing the abovementioned chal-
lenges by adopting integrated strategies,
effective support programs, assessment
and revision of relevant legislation, ex-
changing experiences, benefitting from
the successful models in some advanced
countries, and correcting the wrong so-
cial and cultural concepts on the role of
women.

Kuwait grapples
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He explained that these achievements
include the establishment of an office
within the ministry concerned with child
protection, designation of a 24-hour hot-
line No. 147 to receive complaints, ob-
servations and reports about violations
of children’s rights, dealing with these
reports promptly and confidentially, and
ensuring the protection of the whistle-
blower.

The Ministry of Health opened an
Intensive Care Unit at Amiri Children’s
Hospital a few weeks ago, which helps
in expanding the number of intensive
care units for pediatric care in the coun-
try.
Dr. Al-Hasawi went on to explain
that the conference includes 42 scientific
lectures and six specialized workshops
to be held throughout five days. An elite
group of doctors will present lectures
in various medical specialties includ-
ing pediatrics, surgery, plastic surgery,
ear, nose and throat, infectious diseases,
public health, and other specialties that
enhance maximum benefit in the scien-
tific and medical fields.

Such conferences constitute a great
opportunity to exchange expertise and

Highness asserted: “Every successor
comes like a predecessor. His High-
ness Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad, may
Allah protect him, is familiar with all
the issues concerning the two coun-
tries and their peoples, as well as the
Arab and Islamic concerns.”

On the support of Kuwait and the
Kingdom for the Palestinian cause,
His Highness said on the sidelines of
the meeting of the Al-Quds Fund and
Endowment, which was hosted by

Kuwait: “If I wrote words, I would
need to extend the sea -- as men-
tioned in the Holy Qur’an -- to fully
cover the continuous and praisewor-
thy support, God willing, of sister
Kuwait and the Kingdom and their
peoples for Palestine and the Pal-
estinian cause.” His Highness also
stressed that “Palestine and Jerusa-
lem are in our hearts and they are our
greatest concern as Muslim citizens.
We always strive for good.”

Web Summit Qatar 2024 ‘opportunity’ to
strengthen economic position: chairman

DOHA, Feb 1, (KUNA): Chair-
man of the Web Summit Qatar
2024 Organizing Committee,
Qatar’s Sheikh Jassem Bin Man-
sour said Thursday that hosting
the summit is an opportunity to
highlight the country’s enor-
mous potential and enhance its
position as a global economic
power.

He expressed confidence that
Doha, which would host for the
first time in the Middle East and
Africa the largest technological
event in the world on February 26,
is the ideal starting point towards a
new era of innovation, cooperation
and growth.

He stressed the importance of
emerging technologies in chang-
ing the work environment, the
world of business, investment and
all sectors, especially in education
and public services.

On her part, CEO of the Web

experiences, and transfer knowledge
and ideas between researchers and spe-
cialists in the field of pediatrics.

It aligns with the ministry’s strategy
to promote training, development, ca-
pacity building, and intellectual growth
in accordance with the sustainable de-
velopment goals and the objectives out-
lined in the State of Kuwait’s develop-
ment plan. These objectives specifically
focus on capital building and enhancing
human capacity development.

Meanwhile, the President of the con-
ference Dr. Mohammad Al-Humaidan
said,”There are high rates of obesity
among children in the country, such that
obesity ranks second among the most
common diseases affecting children in
Kuwait after respiratory diseases such
as asthma, allergies, and other chronic
diseases common among children.”

He highlighted the conference organ-
izers’ keenness to discuss the problem
of obesity from several aspects, so that
it could come up with recommendations
that would help those in charge of treat-
ing children and society in general to
confront this problem.

Dr. Al-Humaidan revealed that more

Summit Katherine Maher said in
a similar statement that Doha’s
hosting of the first ever Web
Summit in the Middle East repre-
sented a wonderful opportunity to
benefit from Qatar’s investments
in building an economy that pro-
vides an ideal environment busi-
ness.

Maher added that the time had
come for startups and investors
to participate in this event, which
will be a turning point for Qatar in
its technology sector.

Some 1,000 startups were se-
lected from more than 80 countries
representing more than 30 sectors,
which would be considered the
largest participation of its kind for
startups in the history of the Web
Summit.

The State of Qatar would be
hosting the Web Summit over a
period of five years, starting this
February.

than 100,000 cases were reviewed in
pediatric emergencies at Jaber Hospital
during the year 2023, most of which
were respiratory diseases, intestinal in-
fections, and other infections common
among children.

In a speech he delivered during the
conference, he stressed the keenness
of the conference organizers to ensure
that its scientific program is close and
distinctive, covering the latest medi-
cal and scientific developments in the
various pediatric specialties and sub-
specialties.

Dr. Al-Humaidan affirmed that the
conference aims to be an exceptional
experience for all participants, and an
opportunity for cooperation and com-
munication among healthcare provid-
ers, academic researchers and residents
in the field of pediatrics, adding, “This
goal can be realized by establishing a
scientific platform to explore accom-
plishments, share ideas, and propel the
field of pediatrics toward creating a
healthier future for children. A robust
foundation is essential for them to be-
come pillars of the nation and contribute
to the construction of a better future.”
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Attack injures 3

Putin ‘vows’ to make
military gains in Kyiv

MOSCOW, Feb 1, (AP): Russian President Vladimir
Putin has vowed to push back Ukrainian forces to re-
duce the threat of attacks on Russian territory as he
met with activists running his campaign ahead of the
March presidential election that he’s all but certain to
win.

Asked about plans for the military campaign in
Ukraine, Putin said the line of contact needs to be
pushed back to “such a distance from our territory that
will make it safe from Western-supplied long-range
artillery that Ukrainian authorities use for shelling
peaceful cities.”

He added the Russian military has been doing just
that, “pushing the enemy back from vital populated
centers.”

“This is the main motive for
our guys who are fighting and
risking their lives there -- to
protect the Motherland, to pro-
tect our people,” he added.

Ukraine has struck inside
Russia recently, including a
Dec 30 attack on the border
city of Belgorod that killed 25
people, injured over 100.

Putin also said Russian in-
vestigators  concluded  that
Ukraine used US-supplied
Patriot air defense systems to
shoot down a Russian military transport plane in the
Belgorod region on Jan. 24. Russian authorities said
the crash killed all 74 people onboard, including 65
Ukrainian POWSs heading for a swap.

Ukrainian officials didn’t deny the plane’s downing
but didn’t take responsibility and called for an interna-
tional investigation.

a o a

Russia, Ukraine swap scores of POWS: Russia
and Ukraine have exchanged about 200 prisoners of
war each, the countries said Wednesday, despite ten-
sions stemming from last week’s crash of a military
transport plane that Moscow claimed was carrying
Ukrainian POWs and was shot down by Kyiv’s forces.

After the Jan. 24 crash of the I1-76 plane in Russia’s
Belgorod region near the border with Ukraine, some
Russian officials had publicly questioned the possibil-
ity of future POW swaps.

Russia’s Defense Ministry said the countries ex-
changed 195 POWs each. After the statement was
released, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy
said 207 Ukrainians were freed. There was no imme-
diate explanation for the different figures.

“We remember each Ukrainian in captivity. Both war-
riors and civilians. We must bring all of them back. We
are working on it,” Zelenskyy said on X, formerly Twitter.

g Q Q

‘Corrosive substance’ attack injures 3: A wom-
an and her two young daughters were in a hospital on
Thursday being treated for injuries after a man threw a
corrosive substance at them in south London.

The Metropolitan Police said officers received re-
ports that a man pushed a 3-year-old girl to the ground
and threw an alkaline substance at her, her 8-year-old
sister and their 31-year-old mother near Clapham
Common, a residential area in south London, on
Wednesday evening.

The woman and the 3-year-old girl suffered poten-
tially life-changing injuries, police said.

Police said a manhunt was underway to find the sus-
pect, who they believe is known to the woman.

Three members of the public who tried to help the
family were also admitted to the hospital with minor
burn injuries. Five police officers at the scene were
also being treated in the hospital for injuries.

g Qa Q

UK judge dismisses Trump’s lawsuit: A judge in
London on Thursday threw out a lawsuit by former
US President Donald Trump accusing a former British
spy of making “shocking and scandalous claims” that
were false and harmed his reputation.

Judge Karen Steyn said the case Trump filed against
Orbis Business Intelligence should be dismissed.

“There are no compelling reasons to allow the claim
to proceed to trial,” she said.

The ruling comes as Trump is the front-runner for
the 2024 Republican presidential nomination while
facing legal problems on both sides of the Atlantic.

Trump sued the company founded by Christopher
Steele, who created a dossier in 2016 that contained
rumors and uncorroborated allegations that caused a
political storm just before Trump’s inauguration.

g Q Q

Norway’s storm leaves trail of destruction: Resi-
dents of central Norway awoke to scenes of havoc and
homes without power Thursday following the coun-
try’s most powerful storm in more than three decades.

Hurricane-force winds hit parts of the Scandinavian
country, with gusts of up 180 kilometers per hour (112
miles per hour). Near Laerdal, a small, picturesque
town northeast of Bergen, Norway’s second-largest
city, a bus with 14 passengers was blown off a road,
though no injuries were reported, police said.

Some areas were flooded, and airlines and ferry
operators temporarily suspended service. There were
scattered reports of closed schools, roads, tunnels and

Putin
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The main entrance door to a building where offices of Orbis Business Intelligence Ltd are located, in central London on Jan 12, 2017. A judge in London on Feb 1

threw out a lawsuit by former US president Donald Trump accusing a former British spy of making ‘shocking and scandalous claims’ that were false and harmed his

reputation. Judge Karen Steyn said the case Trump filed against Orbis Business Intelligence should be dismissed. Inset: Trump arrives to speak after meeting with
members of the International Brotherhood of Teamsters at their headquarters in Washington on Wednesday. (AP)
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Recently swapped Ukrainian prison-
ers of war covered in national flags
hug each other after a prisoner ex-
change on the Ukrainian Russian bor-
der, on Jan 31. Russia and Ukraine
have exchanged about 200 prison-
ers of war each, the countries said
Wednesday. (AP)

Hummel

America

Hangar collapse kills 3, 9 hurt: A
hangar under construction on the grounds
of the airport in Boise, Idaho, collapsed
Wednesday, killing three people and injur-
ing another nine, officials said.

Five of those injured in the collapse at the
Boise Airport are in critical condition, the
city said in a statement released Wednesday
night.

Authorities responded at about 5 pm to
the privately owned steel-framed hangar,
which suffered a “catastrophic” collapse,
Boise Fire Department Operations Chief
Aaron Hummel said during an earlier news
briefing. Everyone who had been at the site
had been accounted for as of Wednesday
evening, he said.

The city statement said that the three peo-
ple killed died at the scene. It said that re-

Politics

GOP lawsuits challenge mail bhallot deadlines

Possible union endorsement: Trump

WASHINGTON, Feb 1, (AP): For-
mer US president Donald Trump met
with leaders of the Teamsters Union
in Washington Wednesday as he tried
to chip away at President Joe Biden’s
organized labor support heading into a
likely general election rematch.

Trump participated in a roundtable
with the union’s executive board, its
president and members as he works to
win over the blue-collar workers who
helped fuel his 2016 victory and who
are expected to play a major role in
November, particularly in critical Mid-
western swing states like Wisconsin
and Michigan.

Speaking to reporters after what he
called “a very productive meeting,”
Trump acknowledged the union typi-
cally backs Democrats, but said of a
possible endorsement, “Stranger things
have happened.”

“Usually a Republican wouldn’t get
that endorsement,” he said. “But in my
case it’s different because I've employed
thousands of Teamsters and I thought we
should come over and pay our respects.”

“As you know, a big part of the vot-
ing bloc votes for me.”

Union members tend to vote Dem-
ocratic, with 56% of members and
households backing Biden in 2020, ac-
cording to AP VoteCast. And Biden has
already received significant organized
labor backing with early endorsements
from the AFL-CIO and others. But
Trump is hoping to cut into that support
as he casts himself as pro-worker and
tries to exacerbate divisions between
union leaders and some rank-and-file
members.

Days before the meeting, he called
on members of the United Auto Work-
ers to oust their president, Shawn Fain,
after the group endorsed Biden.

“Shawn Fain doesn’t understand this or
have a clue,” Trump wrote on his Truth
Social network. “Get rid of this dope &
vote for DJT. I will bring the Automobile
Industry back to our Country.”

Also:
WASHINGTON: Republicans are chal-

lenging extended mail ballot deadlines
in at least two states in a legal maneu-
ver that could have widespread impli-
cations for mail voting ahead of this
year’s presidential election.

Deal on wartime aid and bhorder

security ‘stalls’

WASHINGTON, Feb 1, (AP): With
time slipping to bolster Ukraine’s
defenses, Senate negotiators
struggled Wednesday to finalize
a bipartisan deal that would pair
policy changes at the US southern
border with wartime aid for Kyiv
as their carefully negotiated com-
promise ran into strong resistance
from House Republicans and Don-
ald Trump.

Senate negotiators have kept a
close hold on the details of a bipar-
tisan package on border enforce-
ment and immigration policies that
was supposed to unlock Republi-
can support in Congress for aiding
Ukraine. But conservatives view
the tens of billions of dollars in pro-
posed support with growing skep-
ticism, unmoved by arguments
about the larger stakes for global
security. NATO Secretary-General
Jens Stoltenberg was making the
case for the aid on Capitol Hill
Wednesday, including at the Herit-
age Foundation, a power center for
Trump’s allies in Washington.

President Joe Biden, who is
pushing for a deal alongside Re-
publican and Democratic leaders in
the Senate, faces a daunting task
in convincing Republicans to defy
Trump’s wishes and embrace the
deal - especially in the midst of an
election year.

Republican leaders, including
House Speaker Mike Johnson,

in US Congress

had looked to February as a po-
tential deadline to approve another
tranche of military aid for Ukraine.
But the $110 billion national se-
curity package that congressional
leaders say is essential to buttress-
ing American allies around the
globe, including Ukraine, Israel and
Taiwan, has been swept up in the
fight over border policies.

Meanwhile, Ukrainian troops are
running short of weapons, includ-
ing air defenses and artillery to
defend against Russia’s ongoing
attack. The Pentagon reported last
week it is out of money for Ukraine.

Senate Majority Leader Chuck
Schumer warned in a morning floor
speech that “the survival of Ukraine
is on the line.”

“The only way we’ll rise to the oc-
casion is if both sides are serious
about finding a bipartisan compro-
mise,” he said, adding, “We have
not concluded negotiations so we
will keep going to get this done.”

Even if the Senate is able to
finish the deal and pass it, resist-
ance is strong in the House, where
Trump, the likely Republican presi-
dential nominee, holds significant
sway over lawmakers. His oppo-
sition has left Republican leaders
increasingly questioning whether
the border legislation should be
jettisoned from the package in a
last-ditch effort to get the Ukraine
funding through Congress.

A lawsuit filed last week in Missis-
sippi follows a similar one last year in
North Dakota, both brought in heav-
ily Republican states before conserva-
tive federal courts. Democratic and
voting rights groups are concerned
about the potential impact beyond
those two states if a judge rules that
deadlines for receiving mailed ballots
that stretch past Election Day violate
federal law.

They say it’s possible such a deci-

sion would lead to a nationwide in-
junction similar to one last year when
a Texas judge temporarily paused the
FDA'’s approval of the abortion pill
mifepristone.

“This effort risks disenfranchising
Mississippi voters, but we don’t want
that to also be precedent for other
states,” Abhi Rahman, communica-
tions director of the Democratic Leg-
islative Campaign Committee, said in
response to the most recent lawsuit.

bridges both Wednesday and Thursday.
a a Q

‘Life sentences for 3 suspects’: Prosecutors re-
quested life sentences on Wednesday for three sus-
pects in the killing of Dutch investigative journalist
Peter R. de Vries and sentences of three to 21 years for
six others in a trial in Amsterdam.

The life sentences were sought for the man who
allegedly shot de Vries in a downtown Amsterdam
street on July 6, 2021, the alleged getaway driver and
a man suspected of organizing the assassination. De
Vries, a popular reporter and television presenter, died
nine days later of his injuries at age 64.

Prosecutors had previously asked judges to impose
life sentences on the suspected killer and driver at an
earlier trial that was halted in 2022 without verdicts
when new evidence came to light and more suspects
were arrested.

sponding fire crews worked to stabilize the
scene and rescued multiple victims.

“It was a very chaotic scene,” Hummel
said, describing the incident as a “large-scale
collapse” of the framework of the building. “I
don’t know what caused it, but I can tell you
it was a pretty global collapse,” he said. (AP)

g a Q

Man accused of heheading dad: A
man accused of beheading his father in sub-
urban Philadelphia posted a gruesome video
on social media that shows him holding up
the severed head and railing against the gov-
ernment, authorities said Wednesday.

Justin Mohn, 32, who is charged with
first-degree murder and abusing a corpse,
was armed and had jumped a fence at a Na-
tional Guard facility about 100 miles (160
kilometers) away when he was arrested late
Tuesday, hours after the killing, a Guard
spokeswoman said.

The father, identified as Michael F.
Mohn, was found decapitated in the bath-
room of the home in Levittown where his
son also lived.

The YouTube video, more than 14 min-
utes long, showed Justin Mohn picking up
the head and identifying his father by name.
Police said it appeared he was reading from
a script as he encouraged violence against
government officials and called his father a
traitor to his country. (AP)

g a

Saul Mazon told the Chicago Tribune
said he was headed to a store when he saw
several cars traveling quickly down a street,
one car hit another, and the vehicles pulled

into a parking lot where people got out and
were yelling and arguing before he heard
several shots.

Dolton Village Trustee Kiana Belcher
said she was in the drive-thru lane at a
Dunkin Donuts when people in two vehicles
started shooting at each other. (AP)

g a a

Parents charged: The parents of a social
media model charged with fatally stabbing
her live-in boyfriend in South Florida have
been arrested in Texas on charges related to
the case, jail records show.

Deborah Lyn Clenney, 57, and Kim De-
wayne Clenney, 60, were taken into custody
Tuesday in Austin, Texas, on an out-of-
state warrant, according to the records. A
Miami-Dade circuit judge had signed arrest
warrants for the couple last week, charging
them each with a felony count of unauthor-
ized access to a computer.

Their daughter, 27-year-old Courtney Clen-
ney, faces the same new charge. Jail records
show she’s been held without bond on a sec-
ond-degree murder charge since August 2022.

Clenney, who had used the name Court-
ney Tailor on such platforms as Instagram
and OnlyFans, fatally stabbed Christian
Obumseli at the couple’s Miami apartment
in April 2022 as the culmination of a “tem-
pestuous and combative relationship” that
began in November 2020, prosecutors said
previously. (AP)

4 shot in traffic dispute: A traffic dis-
pute in suburban Chicago erupted into gun-
fire Wednesday, with four people taken to
hospitals after being shot, authorities said.

g Q Q

Villages bearing worst of record drought: Plastic
jugs in hand, Joan Torrent takes a path into the woods
in search of drinking water. He fills the 8-liter (2-gal-
lon) receptacles at a natural spring and then hauls
them back to his home in Gualba, a picturesque vil-
lage near Barcelona that like many towns in Spain is
bearing the worst of a record drought.

For Torrent, making this walk for water several
times a week is a minor inconvenience, but one that
may become more common as Spain and the rest of
the Mediterranean adapt to climate change.

Authorities respond to the scene of a reported building collapse near the Boise

Airport on Jan 31 in Boise, Idaho. A hangar under construction on the grounds

of the airport in Boise, Idaho, collapsed on Wednesday, killing three people and
injuring another nine, officials said. (AP)
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NZ will contemplate sharing military tech: New Zea-
land said Thursday it will contemplate sharing advanced military
technologies with the United States and Britain as it pursues closer
defense ties with Australia amid worries over an increasingly as-
sertive China.

The defense and foreign ministers of Australia and New Zea-
land met in Melbourne to discuss deepening security ties between
the neighboring nations. It was their first joint meeting since New
Zealand’s right-leaning coalition government took office last year.
New Zealand prime minister is Christo-
pher Luxon.

Australia announced it will send offi-
cials to New Zealand this year to discuss
the three-way defense partnership be-
tween Australia, the United Kingdom and
the United States.

China, the United States and others are
wrangling for influence in the strategi-
cally crucial Pacific.

The US and Britain have agreed to pro-
vide Australia with a fleet of submarines
e powered by US nuclear technology.
Luxon New Zealand has banned nuclear-pow-

ered ships from using its ports since 1984,
However, it is pondering whether to become involved in a com-
mitment between Australia, Britain and the United States to de-
velop and share advanced military capabilities, including artificial
intelligence, electronic warfare and hypersonic technology. (AP)

g a aQ

China, Russia discuss military cooperation: Chinese
Defense Minister Dong Jun and his Russian counterpart Sergei
Shoigu discussed bilateral military cooperation on Wednesday,
China’s Defense Ministry said.

During their video call, Dong said that under the strategic guid-
ance of President Xi Jinping and President Vladimir Putin, China-
Russia comprehensive strategic partnership of coordination for a
new era has maintained a high level of development, according to
a press release by the ministry.

As 2024 marks the 75th anniversary of the establishment of
diplomatic ties between China and Russia, the two militaries
should implement the important consensus reached by their heads
of state, firmly respond to global challenges, constantly enhance
strategic mutual trust, Dong said.

He also called on the two militaries to continuously expand
practical cooperation, push the mil-to-mil relationship to a higher
level, and play a greater role in deepening China-Russia compre-
hensive strategic coordination and maintaining global security and
stability.

For his part, Shoigu said that under the guidance of the two
heads of state, Russia-China relations are at the highest level in
history.

He also said Russia is willing to work with China to take the
75th anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic ties this year
as a new starting point to innovate the fields and ways of bilateral
military cooperation, and to push bilateral relations between the
two countries and the two militaries to a new level. (KUNA)

g a Q

‘Tide turning against the military’: When the army over-
threw Myanmar’s elected government on Feb. 1, 2021, it looked
like a walkover that could entrench the military in power indefi-
nitely. Three years later, a poorly armed grassroots resistance
movement has shaken the military’s grip in a modern-day David
vs. Goliath conflict.

Overshadowed by the wars in Ukraine and Gaza, Myanmar’s
civil war is no longer on the front pages, even as violence per-
petrated under the military government has risen. Air strikes on
villages have increased and civilian casualties have grown, ac-
cording to the Armed Conflict Location & Event Data Project, a
US-based nonprofit organization, and Myanmar Witness, a project
headquartered in Britain.

The war has engendered a humanitarian crisis, the UN special
rapporteur on the human rights situation in Myanmar said in an
interview.

“Thousands and thousands have been killed, 2.3 million people
have been displaced. 18.6 million in Myanmar are in need right
now of humanitarian aid,” Tom Andrews said. “Half the coun-
try has fallen into poverty. The education system doesn’t exist for
millions of children. The health care system is in shambles.”

Inside Myanmar, opponents of military rule called for a “silent
strike” on Thursday’s anniversary, with people showing their soli-
darity by staying inside their homes or workplaces. (AP)

g a A

Member of KMT elected speaker: Han Kuo-yu of Tai-
wan’s pro-unification Nationalists was elected speaker of the
island’s legislature on Thursday, a sort of consolation prize for
China, which claims the self-governing democracy as its own ter-
ritory.

The Nationalists, also known as the Kuomintang or KMT, won
52 of the legislature’s 113 seats in a Jan. 13 election. The Demo-
cratic Progressive Party won 51, a decline from the 63 seats it held
in the last legislature. The remainder went to two independents
and the recently formed Taiwan People’s Party.

Han secured the speaker position without an absolute majority
but won the support of the two independents for a total of 54 votes.
The eight Taiwan People’s Party legislators, all of whom hold at-
large seats, abstained from voting in the second round.

Vice President Lai Ching-te was elected president on Jan. 13,
giving the independence-leaning DPP a third consecutive four-
year term in office. The Chinese government loathes Lai and has
refused most contact with Taiwan’s government since his prede-
cessor, Tsai Ing-wen, won a first term in 2016. (AP)

g a aQ

‘Party must stop trying to change law’: Thailand’s
Constitutional Court ruled Wednesday that the progressive Move
Forward party must cease advocating amending the law on royal
defamation - a decision that leaves the party vulnerable to being
dissolved.

The court’s nine judges deemed it unconstitutional to advocate
a change in Article 112 in the country’s Criminal Code - also
known as lese-majeste law - which protects the royal institution
from criticism by imposing severe penalties on those found to vio-
late it, including up to 15 years in jail per offense.

Critics say the law is often wielded as a tool to quash politi-
cal dissent. Student-led pro-democracy protests beginning in 2020
openly criticized the monarchy, previously a taboo subject, lead-
ing to vigorous prosecutions under the law. (AP)

g a aQ

SKorean court convicts man of murder: A South Korean
judge convicted a man of murder Thursday for an unprovoked car-
and-stabbing rampage that killed two people and injured 12 others
in a city near Seoul last year.

Prosecutors had sought a death penalty for 23-year-old Choi
Won-jong, who was arrested in August after he rammed his car
into pedestrians in a bustling leisure district in Seongnam and then
stepped out of the crashed vehicle and stabbed people at random
at a nearby shopping mall. Two of the five people who were hit
by the car died of their injuries, while nine others were treated for
stab wounds.

Judge Kang Hyun-koo of the Suwon District Court’s Seongnam
branch gave Choi a life prison sentence, rejecting defense law-
yers’ appeal for leniency based on the defendant’s mental health
problems.

Choi had been diagnosed for schizoaffective disorder, which
the court acknowledged fueled his delusional beliefs that he was
being secretly watched by a gang of stalkers. (AP)

g a aQ

Hong Kong court convicts 4 for rioting: A Hong Kong
court convicted four people Thursday for rioting over the storming
of the city’s legislative council building at the height of the anti-
government protests more than four years ago.

The break-in on July 1 in 2019 - the 22nd anniversary of the
former British colony’s return to China - was one of the most cha-
otic episodes of the massive protests sparked by a now-withdrawn
extradition bill.

Hundreds of protesters swarmed into the legislature that night,
defacing pictures and smashing furniture. Some spray-painted slo-
gans in the chamber and painted over the territory’s emblem on
a wall before vacating the site as riot police cleared surrounding
streets with tear gas and then moved inside. The legislature even-
tually spent about 36 million Hong Kong dollars ($4.6 million) on
repairing the damages, the court heard earlier.

Six defendants, including actor Gregory Wong and two report-
ers, Wong Ka-ho and Ma Kai-chung, pleaded not guilty in 2023
to rioting. (AP)
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This image made from video shows Australia Foreign Minister Penny Wong, (left), New Zealand Foreign Minister Winston Peters, (second left), Australian Deputy
Prime Minister and Defence Minister Richard Marles, (third left), and New Zealand Defence Minister Judith Collins attend a press conference in Melbourne, Australia
on Feb 1. (AP)
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Activist known as ‘Grandma Wong’

is surrounded by police outside court

on the verdict day of a trial involving

protesters who stormed the Legisla-

tive Council during the pro-democra-

cy protests in 2019, in Hong kong, on
Feb 1. (AP)

Sikhala Mnangagwa

Africa

6 militia members dead: The Somali
National Intelligence and Security Agency
(NISA) announced on Wednesday that six
of Al-Shabab militia leaders were killed in
province of Hiran in central Somalia.

NISA said in a statement carried by the
Somali National News Agency (SONNA)
that this came in a military operation in
cooperation with international partners on
January 28 in Hiran.

It resulted in the death of six of the most
wanted prominent leaders of the Al-Shabab
militia, noted the agency. NISA reaffirmed
commitment to eliminating al-Qaeda-affili-
ated militia and protect civilians. (KUNA)

g a Qa

Sikhala gets suspended sentence:
A Zimbabwe opposition figure who spent
nearly two years in pretrial detention is set
be freed after a magistrate sentenced him to
a suspended prison sentence on Tuesday for
inciting violence.

Job Sikhala, an outspoken official with the
main opposition Citizens Coalition for Change
party and a former member of parliament,
was given the suspended two-year sentence
after a trial that supporters criticized as being
politically motivated. Amnesty International
has called the charges “baseless” and said his
treatment was an example of the government’s
attempts to silence dissent.

Sikhala, seen by many as the face of resist-
ance to Zimbabwe’s ruling ZANU-PF party
and President Emmerson Mnangagwa, was
arrested in June 2022 following the killing and
dismembering of an activist from his party. He
was accused of using social media to encour-
age opposition supporters to violently respond
to the death of Moreblessing Ali. (AP)

g o Q

Man arrested in Kenya: A man wanted
for allegedly killing his girlfriend and leav-
ing her body in a parking lot at a Boston
airport before flying to Kenya has been ar-
rested, Kenyan police said Tuesday.

Kevin Kangethe, 40, was apprehended at
a nightclub Monday following a tipoff, Di-
rector of Criminal Investigations Moham-
med Amin told The Associated Press.

Amin said Kangethe will be extradited.

The body of Margaret Mbitu, 31, was
discovered in early November in a car at
a parking garage at Boston Logan Interna-
tional Airport.

Mbitu, of Whitman, Massachusetts, had
been reported missing by her family two
days before her body was discovered.

Law enforcement officials said it was un-
clear if Kengethe had a lawyer yet.

Suffolk District Attorney Kevin Hayden
in Boston praised the efforts to track down
Kangethe. (AP)

g a Q
‘Both sides commit crimes’: The Interna-
tional Criminal Court’s prosecutor told the UN
Security Council Monday his “clear finding” is
that there are grounds to believe both Sudan’s

Lat/Am

Bullfights suspended in Mexico

El Salvador’s Bukele seeks re-election

SAN SALVADOR, Feb 1, (AP): Love
him or hate him, all eyes are on Nayib
Bukele.

To many, El Salvador’s president is
a national hero who took on the coun-
try’s violent gangs with an unrelenting
hand. To others, the populist is a 21st
century autocrat who has committed
mass human rights abuses and has al-
tered the rules of the game to concen-
trate power in his own hands.

Bukele has captured the world’s at-
tention in a way few other Latin Amer-
ican leaders have in recent times.

The self-described “world’s cool-
est dictator” is likely to easily skate
into a second presidential term in the
election Sunday. After sidestepping El
Salvador’s constitution prohibiting re-
election in six different places, Bukele
has the support of from seven to nine
of every 10 voters, according to recent
polling.

Alex Cisneros is among those who
plan to vote for Bukele, many saying
they have few options after years of
corruption and violence under EI Sal-
vador’s traditional parties.

“He’s done many good things and
many bad things,” said Cisneros, 32.
“People criticize him, but he’s at least
changed something.”

Dangerous

Growing up in one of the most dan-
gerous areas of San Salvador, Cisneros
fled to the US when he was 20 after his
cousin was slain by the Mara Salvatru-
cha gang.

Now back home, he says he was
disturbed when police jailed an el-
derly neighbor for protecting her son,
a likely gang member, but he adds he
can walk the streets freely at night for
the first time in his life.

Bukele’s almost certain victory will fur-
ther cement his grip on power as his tough
tactics ripple out from this small Central
American nation to other places with their
own security crises like Ecuador, Hondu-
ras and the Dominican Republic.

That worries rights advocates across
the region.

Tyler Mattiace, Americas research-
er at Human Rights Watch, considers
Bukele “one of the biggest risks for hu-
man rights and for democracy that we
see in Latin America right now.”

“Bukele is incredibly popular, not
only at home in El Salvador,” Matti-
ace said. “We see a growing number
of people in countries across Latin
America who are supporting this
kind of authoritarian populism be-
cause they believe that it could be
the only way to address rising levels
of violence.”

armed forces and paramilitary rivals are com-
mitting crimes in the western Darfur region
during the country’s current conflict.

Karim Khan, who recently visited neigh-
boring Chad where tens of thousands of
people from Darfur have fled, warned that
those he met in refugee camps fear Darfur
will become “the forgotten atrocity.” He

When he was first elected in 2019,
Bukele, a former publicity manager
of Palestinian descent, became Latin
America’s youngest leader. Fond of
spectacle, he has attracted some of the
world’s biggest names, recently host-
ing the Miss Universe pageant and
pulling in soccer star Lionel Messi to
play a pre-season match.

But his rise to wide recognition
came in 2022 with his harsh war on
the gangs that had long terrorized El
Salvador.

Under a state of emergency, his gov-
ernment has locked up 76,000 people
- more than 1% of the population -
in prisons where rights groups have
documented cases of torture and the
deaths of more than 150 inmates.

Also:
MEXICO CITY: A federal court grant-

ed a temporary injunction against bull-
fighting in Mexico City on Wednes-
day, as activists and supporters of the
practice once again locked horns in
court.

Bullfighting had only just returned
Sunday to the capital’s Plaza Mexico,
which held the city’s first legal bull-
fight in almost two years.

The ruling will apparently force the
postponement of fights scheduled for
Feb. 4-6; organizers have not yet an-
nounced what they will do.

In May 2022, a local court ordered
an end to bullfighting, ruling that the
practice violated city resident’s rights
to a healthy environment free from
violence.

That case had been appealed to the
Supreme Court, which struck down
the ban on largely technical grounds
but left the underlying questions unre-
solved.

But the joy of bullfighting enthu-
siasts only lasted a few days. Animal
rights supporters quickly filed an-
other legal challenge that resulted in
Wednesday’s ruling, which suspends
fights until Feb. 7.

At that point, another hearing will be
held to consider activists’ complaints
that the practice subjected the animals
to cruelty and violated humans’ rights to
be free of degrading spectacles of cruelty
and environmental insensitivity.

Animal rights groups have been
gaining ground in Mexico in recent
years while bullfighting followers
have suffered several setbacks. In
some states such as Sinaloa, Guerre-
ro, Coahuila, Quintana Roo and the
western city of Guadalajara, judicial
measures now limit the activity.

a o Q

urged Sudan’s government to provide his
investigators with multiple-entry visas and
respond to 35 requests for assistance.
Sudan plunged into chaos last April
when long-simmering tensions between the
military, led by Gen. Abdel Fattah Burhan,
and the Rapid Support Forces paramilitary,
commanded by Mohammed Hamdan Daga-

LIMA, Peru: Ex-Peruvian intelligence
chief gets 19 years: The intelligence
chief of former Peruvian President Al-
berto Fujimori was sentenced Wednes-
day to 19 years and eight months in
prison in connection with the 1992
massacre of six suspected rebels in
central Peru.

Vladimiro Montesinos, already
in prison due to previous convic-
tions, earlier this week pleaded guilty
to charges of homicide, murder and
forced disappearance for ordering the
slayings of the six farmers in the town
of Pativilca. The six were accused of
being members of a rebel group, taken
from their homes by soldiers and ex-
ecuted.

A former military officer and a
lawyer for drug traffickers in the
1980s, Montesinos became intel-
ligence chief after Fujimori was
elected president in 1990. Fujimori,
who also faces charges in the case,
has not pleaded guilty and a trial is
expected on his role.

The former president, now 85, was
released from prison in December,
after Peru’s constitutional court ruled
that a presidential pardon that had been
awarded to Fujimori in 2017 should be
upheld.

g a Q

LIMA, Peru: The streets, hotels and
restaurants around the ruins of Machu
Picchu - Peru’s most famous tourist
attraction - remained almost deserted
Wednesday, with train service to the
area canceled amid a week-long pro-
test over the outsourcing of entry ticket
sales to a private company.

Small businesses and workers in the
tourism sector fear the new ticketing sys-
tem imposed by Peru’s government 10
days ago will hurt them while benefiting
big companies, and their protests have
slowed visitor arrivals to a trickle.

“This seems like the time of the
COVID-19 pandemic, you hardly see
any people,” said Roger Monzdn, an
employee at the Inkas Land hotel in
the Machu Picchu district, an 18-room
building currently housing only two
tourists from Portugal.

Train service to the area was sus-
pended late Friday until further notice,
so the few tourists who persist in go-
ing, most of them young, leave the
Andean city of Cusco in cars that take
them 210 kilometers (130 miles) to a
hydroelectric plant. From there they
walk two hours to reach the Machu
Picchu district, where they rest. Then
they have to walk to the stone citadel
for 2 1/2 hours.

lo, erupted into street battles in the capital,
Khartoum, and other areas.

Darfur, which was wracked by bloodshed
and atrocities in 2003, has been an epicenter
of the current conflict, an arena of ethnic vi-
olence where paramilitary troops and allied
Arab militias have been attacking African
ethnic groups. (AP)

Supporters of El Salvador’s President Nayib Bukele

campaign for his re-election in San Salvador, El Sal-

vador on Jan 31. El Salvador will hold a presidential

election on Feb 4. Bukele has captured the world’s  with the bloc.

attention in a way few other Latin American leaders
have in recent times. (AP)

States.”

Peru gets ‘Development
Partner’ status at ASEAN

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 1: The Asso- Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia,
ciation of Southeast Asian Nations the Philippines, Indonesia, Laos,
(ASEAN) has granted Peru the  Malaysia, Myanmar, Singapore,
Development Partner status at the ~ Thailand, and Vietnam, plus East
meeting of foreign ministers held in ~ Timor as an Observer State.
Luang Prabang, Laos, the Peruvian The bloc is made up of 10
Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
The Andina Peru News Agen-  million inhabitants, and an econo-
cy, based on this Peru strengthens ~ my of almost US$4 trillion.
its presence in the Southeast Asian It has one of the highest GDP
region and opens a new stage of  growth rates worldwide (over
ties with the bloc, which consti-  5%), making it the third-largest
tutes an opportunity to increase  economic force in the Asia-Pacif-
trade and cooperation flows, as  ic region.
well as to project “our country’s It is important to highlight
interests among ASEAN member  that Peru and ASEAN are united

member countries, more than 600

by common interests in regional

Peru is the sixth country in the  agreements, such as the Compre-
world, after Germany, France, hensive and Progressive Agree-
Italy, the Netherlands, and Chile, =~ ment for Trans-Pacific Part-
to obtain this type of relationship ~ nership (CPTPP), Asia-Pacific

Economic Cooperation (APEC),

ASEAN was established in  Pacific Alliance-ASEAN, among

1967. Its current members are others.
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Market Movements 01-02-2024
Change Closing pts Change Closing pts
SAUDI - Tadawul +117.66  11,914.29 JAPAN - Nikkei -275.25 36,011.46
UAE DFM +51.27  4,220.35 PHILIPPINES - PSEi -23.43 6,623.01
EGYPT EGX 30 +152.46  28,434.37 ’
PAKISTAN KSE 100 +483.02 62,464.86

Business and household credit set to improve in Kuwait for 2024

Kuwait's credit growth at 1.7% in 2023, outlook brightens for 2024

By National Bank of Kuwait

Domestic credit growth was a relatively decent 0.9%
in Q4, resulting in an 1.7% increase in 2023, down
from 7.7% in 2022. The growth in Q4 was boosted by
solid credit for securities purchase (+4.9% q/q) and to
banks & financial institutions (+4.3%). Businss and
household credit growth weakened sharply in 2023, but
both should witness an improvement this year given the
sharp pick up in project awards in 2023, ongoing job
gains among Kuwaitis, steady-to-falling interest rates,
and a very weak 2023 naturally opening-up growth op-
portunities this year.

Business credit inched up by 0.3% q/q, bringing 2023
growth to 0.9%, down from a multi-year high of 6.8% in
2022. Sectors showed wide differences with “construction”
and “trade” up 14.5% and 6.8%, respectively, in 2023 while
“oil/gas” and “industry” fell by 8.1% and 5.9%, respec-
tively, essentially reflecting a similar sector leadership as in
2022. Real estate, the heavyweight sector with a 41% share,
increased by 1.4% in 2023. Looking ahead, growth should
improve with the very weak 2023 naturally opening room
for a better performance this year, especially with the major
rebound in project awards, which soared to KD 2.5 billion
in 2023, the highest since 2017, and more than double the
2018-2022 annual average of KD 1.2 billion.

On the other hand, household credit edged up 0.6% q/q,
resulting in growth of 1.5% in 2023, a sharp deceleration
from 9.1% in 2022. However, trends have slightly improved
given that nearly all the 2023 increase occurred in the sec-
ond half of the year, and where the last six-month annual-
ized growth rate stands at a more decent 3%. For 2024,
household credit growth should improve given ongoing job
gains among citizens (+1.5% YTD in 1H2023), salary incre-
ments, and as the pressure on debt burden ratios from higher
rates is somehow absorbed. Finally, credit for securities pur-
chase and to banks & financial institutions supported head-
line growth in 2023, as they expanded by 6.9% and 4.6%,
respectively, accounting for nearly 40% of the increase in
credit despite constituting only 12% of total credit.

Public-institution and government deposits rebound-
ed in Q4 while private-sector deposits weak in 2023

Resident deposits jumped by 2.9% in Q4 driven by
soaring public-institution (+18%) and government de-
posits (+9.4%), putting 2023 growth at 3.9%. Govern-
ment deposits were the growth driver in 2023, soaring
by 37% (KD 1.26 billion) and accounting for 69% of
the total increase in deposits in the year. Private-sector
deposits remained muted (falling in six of the last seven
months) to inch up by just 1.2% in 2023, down from
7.1% in 2022. Within private-sector KD deposits, CASA
fell 11% in 2023 while time deposits rose 12%. However,
the peak divergence between their growth is likely behind
us given a limited drop of 1.3% in CASA in Q4 while
time deposits were flat, recording the weakest quarterly
growth in two years.

Market-implied pricing more aggressive than the
Fed’s dot-plot with respect to interest rate cuts in 2024

Finally, the Central Bank of Kuwait (CBK) has hiked
the discount rate by a cumulative 2.75% since March
2022, compared with a cumulative 5.25% increase by

P Table 1: Credit growth

% growth
Credit

Business 23.2 0.3 0.9 0.9 6.8

of which Real Estate 96 13 14 1.4 5.6
Household 18.8 0.6 15 15 9.1
Securities 34 4.9 6.9 6.9 143
Banks & financial instit. 23 43 4.6 4.8 =31
Total domestic credit 47.7 0.9 1.7 17 7.7
Non-resident credit 59 58 57 57 17.2
Total credit 53.6 14 22 2.2 8.6

Source: Central Bank of Kuwait

' Table 2: Deposit growth

oponts |25

KDbillions | q/q YTD y/y 2022
Private sector 37.3 -0.2 1.2 1.2 74
of which Time dep. 20.7 0.0 121 121 19.8
of which CASA dep. 14.9 -13 110 -110 -4.1
Public Institutions 6.8 18.3 2.0 2.0 -8.9
Government 4.6 9.4 37.2 37.2 19.4
Total resident dep. 48.7 29 39 3.9 5.3
Non-resident deposits 43 4.4 0.7 0.7 -1.7
Total deposits 53.0 3.0 35 35 4.6

Source: Central Bank of Kuwait

the Fed. While the Fed’s most recent dot-plot (December
2023) pointed to three 25 bps rate cuts in 2024, current
futures market pricing is indicating a more aggressive
five to six cuts in the year. While it is uncertain whether
the CBK will follow suit, any cuts to the discount rate in
Kuwait will likely be positive for credit growth.

Ratio analysis technigues unveiled in training

Center for Investment Studies hosts
financial statement analysis training

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 1: The Center for Investment Stud-
ies, affiliated with the Federation of Investment Companies,
recently conducted a training program under the title “Ad-
vanced Analysis of Financial Statements (Budget Analysis)”
from January 28 to 30, 2024, reports Al-Seyassah daily.

The program was inaugurated by Fadwa Darwish, Secre-
tary-General of the Federation, who highlighted its signifi-
cance in delving deep into financial statement analysis.

The focus was on comprehending various elements of
budgets, income statements, and cash flow statements as per
international accounting standards.

The program covered techniques for calculating ratios to
assess liquidity, solvency, and asset utilization, aiding finan-
cial analysts in identifying company strengths and weak-
nesses for informed investment decisions.

Participants included financial analysts, credit officers,
and executives from investment companies, real estate firms,
banks, and insurance companies.

The program addressed the analysis of fixed assets and
financial assets budgets, income statements, cash flow state-
ments, ownership leases, bond issuances, and other topics
pertinent to financial analysis.

0il price up 60 cents on Wednesday

Kuwait Petroleum Corp. announces
propane, butane prices for February

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 1, (KUNA): Kuwait Petroleum Cor-
poration (KPC) announced Thursday new prices of propane
and butane liquefied gases for February.

In a statement to KUNA, KPC said a metric ton of pro-
pane would be sold for USD 630, while butane would be
sold for USD 640 in February.

Both liquefied natural gases, propane and butane, are used
in petrochemical industry, cooking and heating purposes, it
added.

Liquefied gas prices are mainly affected by the increase
and decrease of global oil prices, market supply and demand

and other factors.

Also:

KUWAIT CITY: The price of Kuwaiti crude oil went up by
60 cents to USD 84.09 per barrel on Wednesday, compared
with USD 83.49 on Tuesday, said Kuwait Petroleum Corpo-
ration (KPC) Thursday.

In international markets, the Brent crude oil future con-
tracts fell by USD 1.16 to reach USD 81.71 pb, while the
West Texas Intermediate crude dropped USD 1.97 to reach
USD 75.85 pb.

QatarEnergy & TotalEnergies collahorate on $6B Al-Shaheen project

DOHA, Feb 1, (KUNA): QatarEnergy has announced the
award of the four main Engineering, Procurement, Con-
struction, and Installation (EPCI) contracts, worth USD
six billion, related to the development phase of the off-
shore Al-Shaheen field to increase production by about
100,000 barrels of oil per day (bpd).

According to a statement by the company, the deal
was part of Project Ru’ya (vision in Arabic), which is the
third phase of Al-Shaheen’s development since North Oil
Company, a joint venture between QatarEnergy, owns 70
percent of shares, and TotalEnergies, owning 30 percent,

took over the field’s operation in July 2017.

Project Ru’ya, which will develop more than 550 mil-
lion barrels of oil, will be executed over a period of five
years with first oil expected in 2027.  The project in-
cludes the drilling of more than 200 wells and the instal-
lation of a new centralized process complex, nine remote
wellhead platforms, and associated pipelines.

The four EPC packages, with varying scopes of work,
valued in total at more than USD six billion consisting
of and EPC package for nine wellhead platforms valued
at about USD?2.1 billion and awarded to a consortium of

McDermott Middle East Inc. and Qingdao McDermott
Wuchuan Offshore Engineering Co.

The second EPC package for a Central Processing Plat-
form valued at about USD 1.9 billion and awarded to a
consortium of McDermott Middle East Inc. and Hyundai
Heavy Industries.

The third EPC package for a riser platform valued at about
USD 1.3 billion and awarded to Larsen and Toubro Limited.

The fourth EPC package for subsea pipelines and ca-
bles valued at about USD 900 million and awarded to
China Offshore Oil Engineering Co (COOEC).

Highest
in Kuwait
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EPS at 38.49 fils; proposed cash dividend of 20% and bonus share of 9%

KFH records net profit of KD 584.5 min for shareholders in
2023, an increase of 63.4% compared to °22: Al-Marzoug

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 1: Chair-
man of Kuwait Finance House
(KFH) Hamad Abdulmohsen
Al-Marzouq said that, by the
grace of Allah, KFH has re-
ported record net profit of KD
584.5 million attributable to the
shareholders of the bank for the
year ended 2023, an increase of
63.4% compared to 2022. The
historic profits are the highest-
ever recorded in the Kuwaiti
banking sector of which gov-
ernment and semi-government
share represented KD 224
million, which is higher than the
share during the pre-acquisition
phase at KD 68.6 million, an
increase of 50%.

Additionally, the share of the
governmental entities in the
Group market cap increased
by KD 285 million compared
to the pre-acquisition phase in
2021. This reflects a significant
benefit for public funds due to
the strategy set by KFH Board
of Directors.

Earnings per share reached
38.49 fils for the year 2023 (after
the distribution of the acquisi-
tion shares), an increase of
29.6%,compared t029.7 fils in
2022.

Net Financing income for
the year ended 2023 reached
KD 965.9 million; an increase
of 20.7% compared to last
year. Net operating income for
the year ended 2023 reached
KD 945.4 million, an increase
of 30.7% compared to 2022.
Financing receivables increased
to reach KD 19.4 billion, an
increase of KD 624.7 million or
3.3% compared to 2022. Total
assets increased to reach KD
38.01 billion, an increase of KD
1.04 billion or 2.8% compared
to last year. Total shareholders’
equity reached KD 5.3 billion
in 2023. Depositors’ accounts
reached KD 21.8 billion, an
increase of KD 782.4 million or
3.7% compared to last year. In
addition, the capital adequacy
ratio reached 18.18% for the
year 2023 (17.66% in 2022),
which is above the minimum
requirement. This percentage
confirms the solid financial posi-
tion of KFH.

Al-Marzouq explained that the
solid financial position of KFH
Group has enhanced its ability
to increase cash dividends to
its shareholders this year and
for the coming fiscal years. The
Board of Directors has proposed
cash dividends to sharehold-
ers of 10 fils per sharefor the
remaining profits until the end
of 2023,in addition to 10 fils in
H1 2023, totaling 20% for the
year 2023, compared to 15% in
the previous year. The Board of
Directors also recommended the
distribution of bonus shares of
9% of the issued paid capital.

Remarkable performance

Al-Marzouq said that the
unprecedented profits recorded
by KFH in the first year the
success of the acquisition at all

KFH Chairman — Hamad Al-Marzouq

Al-Marzouq: A Record Net Profit for KFH
Shareholders at KD 584.5 Million in 2023, an in-

crease of 63.4%

A The largest bank in Kuwait in terms of assets,
exceeding KD 38 billion and in terms of net

profits

A Historic profits in the Kuwaiti banking sector
4 Net Financing income increased by 20.7% to

KD 965.9 million

A Net operating income increased by 30.7% to

KD 945.4 million

A KD 224 million share of governmental entities
from 2023 net profits, an increase of 50% (KD
74.5 million) compared to the pre-acquisition

phase in 2021

4 KFH tops all listed companies on Boursa Ku-
wait with a market cap currently reaching KD

11.4 billion

A Remarkable performance and historic finan-

cial results

4 High liquidity ratio and solid capital base

A Consistent leading role in providing corpo-
rates and mega projectsfinancing

4 Leading and arranging Sukuk issuance ex-

ceeding US$ 7.5 bn

4 Prominent efforts in sustainability and green

finance products

levels, transforming KFH into
the largest bank in Kuwait in
terms of total consolidated assets
amounting to KD 38 billion as of
31 December 2023, and the sec-
ond largest Islamic bank in the
world. He noted that the acquisi-
tion contributed to enhancing
the profitability level, in which
KFH successfully recorded the
highest-ever profit rates in the
local banking sector and the
highest returns on the total key
indicators.

“KFH successfully achieved
the key goals of Group strategy,
strengthened its leading position,
and overcame different challeng-
es and operating difficulties. Ad-
ditionally, High liquidity ratios,
solid capital base, and strong
operating performance resulted
in growth in operating income,
profits, financings portfolio, and
all key financial indicators,” Al-
Marzouq said.

He pointed out that the
Group's market capitalization
has increasedand trading in KFH
shares attracted record levels of
high liquidity. KFHalsoranked
first on Boursa Kuwait in terms
of market capitalization which
reached KD 11.4 billion. This
reflects the increase of KFH’s
capital value for KFH sharehold-
ers, a third of whom are govern-
mental and semi-governmental
institutions.

Al-Marzouq added that KFH
services expanded to include
new strategic countries, includ-
ing Britain, Egypt, and others
following the acquisition of

AUB-Bahrain, which proved
successful during its first year.
He pointed out the completion
of converting AUB-Bahrain "s
conventional banking services
to be compliant with Shariah
principles. The bank officially
received the approval as a
licensed Islamic Bank from the
Central Bank of Bahrain (CBB).
Since last December, the Bank
has offered an integrated range
of products and services that
are compliant with the provi-
sions and principles of Shariah,
including retail and corporate
services, saving and investment
products, in addition to trade
finance and wealth management
solutions.

“The acquisition has resulted
in dividend and accretion value
of 17.9% for the dividend share
of each shareholder at KFH as
of 31 December 2023 (before
synergies)”, added Al-Marzouq
“It is expected to increase while
achieving synergies in the com-
ing periods, particularly after the
completion of the merger with
AUB-Kuwait.”

Return on average tangible
shareholders’ equity reached
20.5% (before synergies) as of31
December 2023. It is the highest
returnon shareholder’s equity in
the banking sector.

Foreign investment contribu-
tion increased to reach 12.92%
as at the end of 2023 compared
to 10.34% at the end of 2021 and
7.44% at the end of 2019. This
is an increase of 73.6% com-
pared to 2019 end, reflecting the

e ]

KFH Acting Group CEO — Abdulwahab Al-Rushood

strength of KFH share following
the acquisition and indicating the
trust confided of investors.

Al-Marzouq pointed out that
KFH is currently in the process
of completing the merger by
amalgamation with the Ahli
United-Kuwait, one the final
acquisition stages leading to nu-
merous benefits for both parties
and the overall banking industry
in Kuwait.

“The new entity has become
a source of strength for KFH’s
financial position, solidifying
its ability to deal with financial
challenges, boosting its stand-
ing as a leading bank locally,
regionally and internationally
and supporting the country’s en-
deavors in transforming Kuwait
into a financial hub and a leader
of Islamic finance industry in
the region taking into account
the new employment opportuni-
ties offered to nationals” said
Al-Marzouq

Supporting corporate and
mega projects

Al-Marzouq pointed out that
KFH’s new position as a bank-
ing entity spread across 11 coun-
tries and contributed to boosting
its role in the national economies
as one of the dominant banks in
the Middle East. This also ena-
bled KFH to enter new markets
and expand its financing contri-
butions with high efficiency at
the regional and local levels.

It is worth noting that KFH
participated in financing deals
for electricity, petrochemical and
aviation projects, amounting to
approximately USD 10.5 billion,
in addition to many local and
regional financing deals. These
mega deals confirm the high fi-
nancing capability and financial
strength KFH enjoys.

Meanwhile, he confirmed that
KFH has played a vital role for
the micro and SME community
and succeeded in growing its
SME portfolio, ascending as a
strategic partner of society.

US$7.5 billion Sukuk
transactions

Al-Marzouq said that KFH
Group expanded its leading role
in the international Sukuk market
and managed and arranged,
through Group investment arm,
KFH Capital, over US$7.5 bn
in Sukuk issuances for different
corporate and sovereign issuers in
different sectors and geographies.

Sustainability and CSR

Al-Marzouq said that KFH
continued its efforts in sustain-
ability and promoting green
financing products, at both the
retail and corporate levels. It
also played an important role
in ESG by linking its financial
transactions to sustainability. He
noted KFH’s participation in the
2023 United Nations Climate
Change Conference (COP28) in
Dubai.

Al-Rushood: KFH achieved the best profit

rate and the highest ratios in all key indicators

U KFH leads the competition and achieves
growth in terms of market share and cus-

tomer base

U The Banker awarded KFH “Bank of the Year

2023 — Kuwait”

U Euromoney ranked KFH “Market Leader” for
its excellence in digital transformation

U Hiring around 400 employees, with a Ku-
waitization rate of 100% of total new hires

U Treasury executed Sukuk transactions worth
more than USD 13 billion

Al-Marzouq said that KFH
crowned its sustainability ef-
forts in 2023 by earning several
prestigious awards, notably Eu-
romoney “Best Islamic Bank for
ESG- global category” award.

He explained that KFH’s
social initiatives in 2023 were
purposeful and comprehensive
as it succeeded in implementing
strategic activities with added
value and positive impact on all
segments of society. Also, KFH
was recognized as the “Market
Leader” in social responsibil-
ity in Kuwait by Euromoney
magazine.

Solid financial position

KFH Acting Group Chief
Executive Officer, Abdulwahab
Iesa Al-Rushood, said that KFH
maintained its solid balance
sheet, enhanced the Group's fi-
nancial position, and maintained
a strong capital reserve thanks
to the following elements:
abundant liquidity, continuous
diversification of financing, flex-
ible business model, wide geo-
graphical spread and the Group's
harmonious performance, among
many other elements of strength.

He pointed out that KFH
reported the best profit rate and
the highest ratios in all key indi-
cators, improved asset quality,
developed operating profits, and
diversified the revenues, all of
which helped achieve financial
solidity and sustainable growth.

Digital Transformation

Al-Rushood said that KFH
leads the competition and
expands its customer base and
market share in the retail bank-
ing sector. He added that KFH is
moving forward with its digital
transformation strategy, launch-
ing innovative digital financial
solutions through KFH (mobile
application and website), XTMs
and KFH-GO. He pointed out
that KFH launched Tam, the first
Islamic digital bank in Kuwait
and Zaheb digital platform, in
addition to several innovative
banking solutions.

Al-Rushood said Euromoney
Magazine ranked KFH as a
Market Leader- Kuwait in digital
solutions in recognition of its
outstanding digital solutions.

Empowering local talents

Al-Rushood said that KFH
successfully empowered local
talents and creative thinking at
work through its massive recruit-
ment efforts. In 2023, around
400 employees were hired with
a noteworthy 99% of the total
2023 hires. The Kuwaitization
rate exceeded 81%. In addi-
tion, the top positions have been
filledduring the yearwith nation-
al competencies. Additionally,
KFH offered over 83,000 hours
of training to 3,116 employees.

Sukuk transactions

Al-Rushood said that KFH
Group Treasury investment
transactions exceeded USD
13 billion in the Primary and
Secondary markets. KFH also
continued to expand its short-
term Sukuk trading in the IILM
program. Group Treasury
maintained its position as a Main
Market Leader in the short-term
LM Sukuk market.

26 prestigious awards

Al-Rushood said that KFH
won 26 prestigious awards such
as the “World’s Best Islamic
Financial Institution 2023”
award from Global Finance and
“Bank of the Year- Kuwait”
from The Banker. The awards
were in appreciation of KFH's
excellence, innovation, and its
advanced services and products.
He pointed out that the awards
confirm KFH’s pioneering role
in digital transformation and
the new level KFH reached in
banking experience and achiev-
ing customers’ aspirations. They
also confirm KFH's strength
of financial performance and
leadership in the Islamic finance
industry.

In conclusion, Al-Rushood
expressed his appreciation for
the support of the Board of Di-
rectors and thanked the Central
Bank of Kuwait and the regula-
tory authorities for supporting
the banking sector. He also
praised the efforts of Execu-
tive Management, employees,
all partners, and stakeholders
for their key role in expanding
KFH's leading position and
maintaining its excellence.
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Kuwait leads GCC markets with 6.6%

By KAMCO Invest

GCC index goes from a 13-month high to a 5-week
low in 3 days...

CC equity markets witnessed a positive start to the

year with incremental gains across most markets
during the month. However, declines during the last week
of the month wiped out almost all the gains since the start
of the month. The MSCI GCC index reached a 13-month
high level on 28-Jan-2024 but consecutive declines dur-
ing the last three trading sessions completely offset the
gains since the start of the month resulting in a decline
of 0.9% during January-2024. The monthly performance
was affected by a steep decline in Qatar that was further
supported by marginal monthly declines in Saudi Arabia
and Abu Dhabi. These declines were partially offset by
gains in the remaining four markets in the GCC.

Kuwait was the best performing market in the GCC
during January-2024 with a gain of 6.6%, the highest
monthly gain in almost five years. Gains in Kuwait were
broad-based and was reflected in all market segments.
Bahrain and Dubai were next with monthly gains of 4.9%
and 2.7%, respectively. Gains in Dubai came despite the
index seeing 21.7% gains in 2023. On the other hand,
Qatar witnessed the biggest decline at 6.8% after seeing
fall in almost all the sectors. Meanwhile, the contraction
in Saudi Arabia and Abu Dhabi benchmarks was led by
rising regional geopolitical issues as well as the oil output
cap announcement from Aramco.

The monthly sector performance chart for the GCC
region also showed mixed trends with an equal number
of gainers and decliners during the month. F&B was the
best performing sector with a gain of 7.0% followed by
Pharma and Transportation sectors with gains of around
4%. Banks saw a sharp fall during the last three days and
closed with a gain of 0.7%. On the other hand, the En-
ergy sector recorded the biggest decline at 6.0% followed
by other large-cap sectors like Materials and Real Estate
with declines of 5.7% and 3.5%, respectively.

MSCI GCC index drops 0.9% in January after reaching 13-month high

MTD

PIE (x)

gain in January 2024

cap and small-cap stocks in the market led the gainers
chart with the Main Market Index and the Main 50 index
showing relatively better monthly gains as compared to
large-cap stocks. This was reflected in the 6.5% return
for the Premier Market index, whereas the Main 50 Index
and the Main Market indices registered gains of 7.9% and
7.2%, respectively. The net impact was a gain of 6.6%
for the All-Share Market Index, which was the highest

The monthly sector performance chart favored gain-
ers and was topped by Technology index with a gain of
248.4% led by an equivalent increase in price of its sole
constituent, Automated Systems Co. (ASC). The Finan-
cial Services index was next with a gain of 12.1% fol-
lowed by Industrials and Energy indices with gains of
8.5% and 7.8%, respectively. Large-cap sectors like Tel-
ecom and Banks also reported healthy gains of 7.7% and
6.6%, respectively. On the other hand, the Utilities index
reported the biggest decline during the month at 1.7%
followed by Consumer Discretionary with a decline of
1.3%. Gains in the Financial service sector was supported
by the double-digit gains in 17 constituent stocks while
the performance of the Telecom sector was supported
by a 24.8% gain in shares of Ooredoo Kuwait followed
by 4.8% and 3.7% gain in shares of STC and Zain, re-
spectively. In the Banking sector, nine out of ten Kuwaiti

In terms of monthly stock performance, First Takaful
Insurance topped the chart with a gain of 298.3% fol-

M-Cap Monthly Val
Chg% (USD Bn) | Traded (usp Bn) ™

Kuwait - Premier Market Index 7,959.5 6.5% 140.7 4.8 13.3 0.9 2.8%

Kuwait - Main 50 Index 5,919.2 7.9%

Kuwait - Main Market Index 5,973.1 7.2%

Kuwait - All Share Index 7,268.4 6.6%

Saudi Arabia 11,796.6 (1.4%) 2,846.6 52.2 20.0 24 31%

Abu Dhabi 9,508.3 0.7% 775.2 6.5 26.9 3.0 1.6% .

_ - .79 ° monthly growth in five years.

Dubai 41691 2.7% 192.8 241 8.9 1.3 41%

Qatar 10,089.2 (6.8%) 161.3 3.2 12.0 1.3 4.8%

Bahrain 2,067.2 4.9% 90.5 01 8.3 0.7 8.1%

Oman 4,561.9 1.1% 23.2 0.2 10.4 0.7 4.8%

Total GCC 4,230.3 69.1 18.5 21 3.1%
Monthly Indicators Feb-23  Mar-23  Apr-23  May23 Jun-23  Jul-23  Aug-23  Sep-23  Oct23  Nov-23 Dec-23 Jan-.
Premier Market Index 8,069.8 7,821.7 79125 74947 708093 80609 7,6952  7,520.8 71427 7,217 7477.0 7,959.

Monthly % Change 02%)  (31%) 12%  (53%) 42% 32%  (45%)  (23%)  (50%) 2.1% 2.5% 65
Main 50 Index 57031 55931 56441 53658 53750 55741 56342 57101 52774 5,361.0 5487.4 5,919

Monthly % Change (0.4%) (1.9%) 0.9% (4.9%) 0.2% 3.7% 1.1% 1.3% (7.6%) 1.6% 2.4% 7.9
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Boursa Kuwait Monthly Sector Performance
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Monthly Value Traded (KWD Mn)

67.2%

lowed by ASC and AlDeera Holding with gains of
248.4% and 72.2%, respectively. On the decliners side,
Jazeera Airways topped with a fall of 18.0% followed
by PAPCO and United Projects Co for Aviation Services
with the declines of 15.4% and 12.3%, respectively.

In terms of trading activity, volume traded during
the month surged by 84.3% to reach 6.2 Bn shares in
January-2024 as compared to 3.4 Bn shares in Decem-
ber-2023. The aggregate value of shares traded during the
month also increased by 67.2% to reach KWD 1.5 Bn
as compared to KWD 883.8 Mn during December-2023.
KFH topped the monthly value traded chart with KWD
165.4 Mn worth of shares traded followed by Interna-
tional Financial Advisors Co. and NBK at KWD 132.4
Mn and KWD 94.5 Mn, respectively. On the monthly
volume chart, Kuwait Real Estate Co. topped with 415.5
Mn traded shares followed by International Financial Ad-
visors Co. and Kuwait Investment Co. at 358.4 Mn and
306.4 Mn shares, respectively.

Ahli United Bank reports net profits
of KD 42.5 million, up by 16.8% In 23

Total assets record at KD 4.50 billion

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 1:
Ahli United Bank K.S.C.P.
(AUBK) announced its re-
sults for the financial year
ended on 31 December 2023.
The Bank has recorded a net
profit for 2023 amounting
to KD 42.5 million, which is
higher by 16.8% than KD
36.4 million of 2022.

The Bank’s total assets has re-
corded KD 4.50 billion at the end of
December 2023. The net financing
receivables portfolio recorded at KD
3.19 billion as of December 2023
and customer deposits recorded at
KD 3.16 bil-
lion. The share-
holders’ equity
has reached
KD 0.50 billion
at the end of
2023 represent-
ing a growth
of 2.0%, while
Earnings  per
Share  (EPS)
recorded 15.7
fils for the year
2023.

Commenting
on the bank’s fi-
nancial  results,
Mr. Jamal Al-
kazemi, AUB
Vice Chairman
said:  “Through-
out 2023, Ahli
United Bank has
successfully sus-
tained profitabil-
ity. The financial
indicators achieved by the bank affirm
its financial resilience and the ability to
maintain a strong level of profitability.
This derived from a prudent strategy and
a conservative risk appetite. In addition
to the balanced performance, the Bank
has retained its capacity for growth”.

Al-kazemi added “AUB is undergo-
ing an exceptional phase in its evolu-
tionary journey, marking a pivotal mo-
ment in its successful trajectory, as it is
on the verge of completing the merger
by amalgamation with Kuwait Finance
House K.S.C.P. Al-kazemi emphasized
that AUB has achieved success through-
out its long journey since its inception in
1941 as the first bank to operate in Ku-
wait. It laid the foundation for the Ku-
waiti banking industry and held a promi-
nent position in the Kuwaiti-banking
sector. Throughout this great journey,
the bank actively and positively con-
tributed to and supported the national
economy’s development goals”.

Al-kazemi extended sincere thanks
and appreciation to the members of the
Board of Directors, the Executive Man-
agement, and all AUB employees for
their dedication and genuine efforts that
have shaped the success and excellence
of the bank, ensuring its continuity.

He also expressed profound gratitude
to the Bank’s shareholders for their sup-
port and backing, acknowledging the
bank valued customers for their unwav-
ering loyalty, trust, and engagement
with the bank’s services and products,
tailored to the evolving aspects of life.

J. Al-Humaidhi

Govt seeks $2.25 hin loan

Tunisia seeks central bank funds to tackle budget deficit

TUNIS, Feb 1, (AP): Cash-strapped Tu-
nisia wants to take the unprecedented
step of borrowing billions from its cen-
tral bank to address budget deficits and
bandage its economic crisis, a step that
experts warn could bring inflation and
lessen faith in institutions.

In an emergency meeting behind
closed doors, parliament’s finance
committee on Wednesday considered
a request from President Kais Saied’s
government to borrow the funds after it
previously overhauled laws designed to
guarantee the bank’s autonomy.

Those laws added the central bank to a
growing list of institutions that critics say
Saied has sought to undermine since tak-
ing power in the North African nation,
along with briefly suspending parliament
and rewriting Tunisia’s constitution.

His government wants the central
bank to directly buy up to 7 billion Tu-
nisian dinars ($2.25 billion) in interest-
free bonds to help plug a 10 billion dinar
($3.2 billion) budget deficit.

But in Tunisia - where inflation and
shortages of basic goods have become
routine - the request is raising concerns
about maintaining the bank’s indepen-
dence from politics, causing inflation
and further spooking foreign lenders and
investors.

It comes as Tunisia finds itself unable
to borrow from traditional creditors, in-
cluding the International Monetary Fund,
whose proposed $1.9 billion bailout
package remains in limbo.

Though the IMF has said purchas-
ing securities like bonds may serve a
monetary policy purpose at times, it
has warned countries that central banks
should not finance government expendi-
tures.

“Amending the status of the Central

A view of Tunisian Central Bank in Tunis, Wednesday Feb. 16, 2011. Cash-

strapped Tunisia wants to borrow billions from its central bank to shore up

budget deficits and bandage its ongoing economic crisis. In a meeting behind

closed doors, the North African country’s parliament on Wednesday, Jan. 31,

2024, mulled a request from the President Kais Saied’s government to borrow

funds after it previously overhauled laws designed to guarantee the bank’s
independence. (AP)

Bank of Tunisia just to allow it to finance
the government’s budget and nothing
else ... is a misguided approach that
brings with it numerous risks - notably
inflationary - for the country’s economy
and relationship with its partners,” said
economist Aram Belhadj, a professor at
the Faculty of Economics and Manage-
ment of Tunis.

Borrowing from the central bank may
fund the budget in the short term, retain-
ing subsidies for everyday goods like
flour, electricity and fuel. But with short-
ages of key goods and bread lines in re-
cent memory for Tunisians, the decision

could further destabilize trust in the cur-
rency and its value, said Raouf Ben Hedi,
an analyst at Tunisia’s Business News.

Because of Tunisia’s debt and its like-
lihood of defaulting, Fitch upheld Tuni-
sia’s CCC- credit rating in December.
The ratings firm at the time warned that
a borrowing scheme allowing the cen-
tral bank to directly finance government
“would endanger the credibility of the
central bank and raise pressure on prices
and the exchange rate.”

The government’s unprecedented re-
quest comes as other sources of financ-
ing are scarce.

Additionally, Al-kazemi conveyed
sincere thanks and appreciation to the
honorable members of the Sharia Super-
visory Board at the bank for their signifi-
cant efforts in ensuring the provision of
Sharia compliant services and products.

Furthermore, he expressed deep
thanks and gratitude to various regula-
tory and supervisory authorities in the
State of Kuwait for their role in support-
ing the banking sector, conveying special
appreciation to all officials at the Central
Bank of Kuwait, led by the Governor of
the Central Bank of Kuwait, H.E. Mr.
Basel Al-Haroon.

In conclusion, Al-kazemi asked Allah
Almighty to guide them to success and
prosperity, and to preserve Kuwait under
the leadership of His Highness the Amir
of Kuwait Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah, may Allah safeguard
him.

Meanwhile, in her comment on the
bank’s financial performance, Mrs. Je-
had Saud Al-Humaidhi, member of the
Board of Directors and CEO of AUB, ex-
pressed her pride in the bank long jour-
ney spanning since its inception in 1941
as the first bank to operate in Kuwait,
until it became a model for excellent
banking business.She lauded the unique
position that AUBhas attained whereby
it managed to maintain its distinguished
performance, prove its ability to with-

stand shocks, adapt to changing circum-
stances, and continue to lead in provid-
ing top-notch services and products that
align with the latest developments in the
banking market.

“We look forward to the bank’s con-
tinued success, particularly under its
merger by amalgamation with Kuwait
Finance House, one of the largest and
most reputable Islamic financial institu-
tions globally”, Al-Humaidhi added.

“The bank has sustained a track record
of achieving robust profitability, striking
a balance between financial management
and prudent risk management which re-
inforced our confidence in our business
model and our ability to achieve the
bank’s strategic objectives.”Al-Humaid-
hi emphasized

Al-Humaidhi underscored that AUB
has launched numerous digital transfor-
mation initiatives as part of a strategic
vision to enhance the bank’s customer
digital experience, meet all their needs,
achieve more than their aspirations, and
provide them with innovative banking
solutions and services.

Al-Humaidhi highlighted that AUB
takes pride in its support for human re-
sources through an attractive work en-
vironment capable of fostering business
development. She also underlined that
the bank is swiftly advancing towards
achieving comprehensive sustainability.

Al-Humaidhi further accentuated that
AUB, being the first bank to run its op-
erations in Kuwait since more than 80
years, has been able to play a prominent
role in community engagement.Through-
out these long years, the bank has dem-
onstrated its ability to set a benchmark
in corporate social responsibility and
sustainable development, offering a
pioneering and outstanding experience
in this field, reflected in its consistent
achievements across various domains.

Al-Humaidhi emphasized that AUB
has consistently prioritized improving cus-
tomer experience throughout its years of
operation, striving to align with customer
expectations. In this context, the bank re-
cently introduced several innovative ser-
vices, including the expansion of banking
services through AUB mobile App.

In conclusion, Al-Humaidhi extended
sincere thanks to the members of the
Board of Directors of Ahli United Bank.
She also extended sincere thanks and ap-
preciation to the Bank’s shareholders and
customers, and expressed her gratitude to
the Bank’s Executive Management and
all its employees for their outstanding
efforts and dedication. Furthermore, she
conveyed heartfelt thanks to the Central
Bank of Kuwait and all regulatory and
supervisory authorities for their role in
supporting AUB throughout its years of
operation.

Agility announced a partnership with Education for Employment
(EFE) that will offer training in use of artificial intelligence to 3,500
young people in Egypt.

Course trains 3,500 job seekers

Agility and EFE partner to
deliver Al training in Egypt

CAIRO, Feb 1: Agility, a global
leader in supply chain services,
infrastructure and innovation, an-
nounced a partnership with Edu-
cation for Employment (EFE) that
will offer training in use of artificial
intelligence to 3,500 young people
in Egypt.

The training is intended to famil-
iarize young men and women from
under served populations in Egypt
with artificial intelligence concepts,
tools and ethical considerations. It is
designed to give them a competitive
edge in the job market by teaching
them to harness the power of trans-
formative Al technology.

Underemployment or lack of
entrepreneurial opportunities in-
hibit economic and social devel-
opment. EFE’s skills development
programs provide young people
with opportunities to gain employ-
ment or start their own businesses.
These lead to greater prosperity,
stability and social and economic
development.

Frank Clary, Agility VP of Sus-
tainability, said the company is
supporting EFE’s free employment
and job skills training so that at-
tendees can better understand how
to use Al for job searches and tasks
they may need to perform in the
course and scope of employment or
business management.

“Al literacy is quickly becoming
a priority area for recruiters. EFE
and Agility are committed to making
training available to young people

who would otherwise not have ac-
cess to it. Our shared goal is to create
a future-ready workforce for Egypt
and the broader Middle East because
employment and entrepreneurial
skills enable development, prosper-
ity and stability,” Clary said.

Andrew  Baird, EFE-Global
CEQO, said: “EFE targets young peo-
ple from underserved populations
who are unemployed and having
difficulty getting jobs. This training
plays an important role in bridging
the gaps in formal education and de-
velopment of social capital.”

EFE training participants un-
dergo a selection process and are
accepted into programs based on
motivation and socio-economic
background. Priority is given to
those most in need. Of the 3,500
individuals taking part in the Agil-
ity-sponsored Al course in Egypt,
at least half are young women.
EFE’s Al curriculum includes ba-
sic concepts of Al its applicabil-
ity at work, ethical considerations,
responsible use of online infor-
mation, and use of Al tools in job
searches.

In Egypt, Agility has also part-
nered with UNHCR to fund edu-
cation for refugee children.Agility
has been working with UNHCR
since 2016. Its partnership with
UNHCR in Egypt has paid for
tuition, transportation, uniforms,
books, stationery and devices such
as computers for roughly 1,800
school-age children.

Earnings fall to $28.3 billion

Shell reports 29% profit decline

LONDON, Feb 1, (AP): Oil giant
Shell saw profits tumble by nearly a
third in 2023 as a result of lower oil
and natural gas prices, which had
surged the year before in the wake
of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.

In a statement Thursday, Lon-
don-based Shell said its post-tax
earnings fell 29%, to $28.3 billion
from the previous year’s all-time
high of $40 billion.

The main reason behind the de-
cline was the fall in energy prices,
with oil trading at an average of $82
a barrel against $100 the year before.

Shell CEO Wael Sawan said the
company had “made good progress”
over the year and that it would focus
on “more value with less emissions.”

Shell’s green credentials, which
have been under fire over the past
year, were in focus again Thursday

as Greenpeace activists protested
outside the company’s London
headquarters dressed as partying
Shell board members.

Greenpeace campaigners said
the oil group should pay some of its
profits into a fund agreed at U.N.
climate talks in December to help
pay for loss and damage caused by
climate change.

Last year, Shell effectively aban-
doned one of its green pledges,
which was to cut oil production by
1% to 2% each year until the end
of the decade, saying it had already
met the goal.

But this was largely as a result of
it selling off some oil and natural
gas fields, which meant the compa-
ny’s production was already lower
than it would have been in 2030
under the old plan.
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China overtakes Japan as world’s top car exporter

China overtook Japan as the world’s big-
gest car exporter in 2023 for the first time,
with 4.42 million exported vehicles in 2023,
data from the Japan Automobile Manufac-

turers Association showed.

The volume fell short of the 4.91 million
cars exported by China, with a 58 percent
surge, due to the growing demand for all-
electric vehicles around the world, the Chi-
na Association of Automobile Manufactur-

ers announced in a statement.

Chinese exports of gasoline-powered cars
to Russia also rose, after Japanese, US and

2019.

European automakers pulled out of the market
due to the war in Ukraine, it said.

Data showed Japan’s car exports rose for
the first time in two years but fell short of the
pre-pandemic level of 4.82 million vehicles in

Japanese automakers such as Toyota
Motor Corp. have been reviewing their
production strategies in recent years, aim-
ing to rely less on gasoline-powered cars
and ramping up sales of gasoline-electric
hybrids, which in many cases have higher
mileage than pure EVs. (KUNA)

Deutsche Bank said Thursday that
it would cut 3,500 jobs as part of ef-
forts to slash costs by 2.5 billion euros
(%$2.7 billion) through next year and
boost profits even as Germany’s larg-
est lender benefits from higher global
interest rates.

The bank said it would seek to
streamline its marketing network and
computer systems and software as it
seeks to cut costs. It said the reduc-
tion in the number of positions would
mostly be for jobs that don’t involve

Deutsche Bank will cut 3,500 jobs

directly dealing with customers.

The announcement came along-
side the release of annual profit fig-
ures showin
lion euros ($4.5 billion) last year, a
decline of 16% compared with 2022. It
was, however, the fourth straight year
in which the bank made a profit.

The bank has benefited along with
its peers from the global rise in inter-
est rates, which can increase the prof-
it margin between what the bank pays
out in interest and what it can earn.

the bank made 4.2 bil-

CEO Christian Sewing said the results
“demonstrated impressive resilience in
a difficult environment, expanded our
business and shown everyone our bank
is sustainably profitable.”

Revenue grew 6.8%, to 28.9 bil-
lion euros. The company announced
it was raising its dividend to 45 euro
cents per share from 30 cents per
share and would put more cash in
shareholders’ hands by buying back
675 million euros in shares by the end
of June. (AP)

Bank of England keeps interest rates on hold

Cbank fails to signal imminent cuts

LONDON, Feb 1, (AP): The Bank of England kept its
main interest rate at a near 16-year high Thursday as
inflation remains too high for comfort, and like the U.S.
Federal Reserve a day earlier, it gave no signal that it is
close to cutting borrowing costs anytime soon.

In a statement, the central bank said it had maintained its key rate at
5.25%, where it has stood since August of last year. The nine-member
Monetary Policy Committee was split, with two voting for a quarter-point
increase and one voting for a quarter-point cut.

There had been “good news” on inflation in recent months, bank Gov. An-
drew Bailey said, but at 4%, it’s still double the bank’s goal.

“We need to see more evidence that inflation is set to fall all the way to the
2% target, and stay there, before we can lower interest rates,” he said.

According to economic projections published alongside the rate decision,

the Bank of England expects inflation to fall to 2% between April and June,
about 18 months earlier than previous forecasts.
However, it expects inflation to carry on rising as wages remain high and

oil prices recover.

Overall, it indicated that monetary policy will remain “restrictive for suf-
ficiently long” to ensure inflation returns to its target and stays there. That’s
code that interest rates will stay at current levels, or higher, until the bank is
convinced inflation will settle down to 2%.

Similarly on Wednesday, the Fed held rates steady but surprised financial
markets with its cautious statement that it “does not expect it will be appropri-

ate” to cut rates soon.

The Bank of England, like the Fed and other central banks around the
world, raised interest rates aggressively from near zero to counter price
rises first stoked by supply chain issues during the coronavirus pandemic
and then Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, which pushed up food and energy

COSts.

In December, inflation in Britain unexpectedly rose to 4%, an increase that
tempered market expectations that the central bank would cut borrowing costs

as soon as May.

“It’s hardly surprising that inaction is the order of the day, given that in-
flation ticked up in December,” said Susannah Streeter, head of money and
markets at stockbrokers Hargreaves Lansdown. “It hardly set the stage for an

interest rate cut.”

Higher interest rates - which cool the economy by making it more expen-
sive to borrow, thereby bearing down on spending - have contributed to bring-

ing down inflation worldwide.

Though a predicted recession has not materialized over the past year, eco-
nomic growth is muted as high rates hold people back from borrowing to buy

houses or invest in businesses.

The backdrop is hardly ideal for the governing Conservative Party ahead of
a general election in the coming year. Opinion polls point to a big victory for

the main opposition Labour Party.

2.8% fall matches with what was expected by analysts

Inflation in Europe edges down again. But
will Houthi attacks on ships spoil the relief?

FRANKFURT, Germany, Feb 1,
(AP): Inflation in Europe edged
lower in January to 2.8%, keep-
ing alive speculation about quick
interest rate cuts that would lower
borrowing costs for businesses and
consumers - and help boost the
stagnating economy.

The annual figure released
Thursday by the European Union
statistics agency Eurostat com-
pares with 2.9% in December and
matched what was expected by
market analysts.

Energy prices fell 6.3%, con-
tributing to the drop in inflation
in the 20 European Union coun-
tries that use the euro currency.
The overall decline brings the
European Central Bank closer
to its goal of 2% considered best
for the economy.

The steady fall in inflation
should help the stagnant European
economy show stronger growth
later this year as moderating prices
and wage increases help consum-
ers make up the purchasing power
they lost when inflation surged to
record-high double digits in late
2022.

Inflation has fallen steadily as
the ECB rapidly raised interest
rates, the typical antidote to out-of-
control price increases.

Price spikes in Germany eased
despite the end of both a lower tax
rate on restaurant bills and some
energy subsidies that should have
pushed prices up - a good sign for
the rest of the year, according to
Christoph Swonke, macroeconom-
ic analyst at DZ Bank.

“Even if spring is still a ways
off, it’s the first rays of sunshine
from the current economic sky,” he
wrote in an emailed analysis.

Inflation decreased to 3.1% in
Germany, Europe’s biggest econo-
my, down from 3.8% in December
and the lowest since June 2021.
France, Europe’s No. 2 economy,
saw inflation dip to 3.4% from
4.1%.

Core inflation, which excludes
volatile food and energy prices and
is monitored closely by the ECB,
fell to 3.3% from 3.4%.

Yet the downward inflation path
faces risks from disruptions to
shipping through the Red Sea, a
key route for goods and fuel head-
ed for Europe.

Attacks on ships by Iranian-
backed Houthi rebels in Yemen
have led to ships being routed
around the southern tip of Afri-
ca rather than taking the shorter
route through the Suez Canal.
That has raised shipping costs
and could slow the decline in in-
flation.

The trade disruption has so far
not led to a spike in prices for oil
and natural gas, but that remains a
risk if the Israel-Hamas war esca-
lates or spreads to other countries
in the Middle East.

The decline in inflation has un-
leashed speculation that the Eu-
ropean Central Bank could start
cutting interest rates as early as
April. ECB officials - much like
policymakers at the Bank of Eng-
land meeting Thursday and the
U.S. Federal Reserve a day earlier
- have not committed to a timetable
for rate cuts, saying they will de-
cide based on incoming economic
data to ensure inflation is definitely
trending toward their target.

Some analysts say a cut is more
likely at the bank’s June policy
meeting, around the same time the

Musk cannot keep Tesla pay package
worth more than $55 bin, judge rules

DOVER, Del., Feb 1, (AP): Elon
Musk is not entitled to landmark
compensation package awarded by
Tesla’s board of directors that is
potentially worth more than $55 bil-
lion, a Delaware judge ruled Tues-
day.

The ruling by Chancellor Katha-
leen St. Jude McCormick comes
more than five years after a share-
holder lawsuit targeted Tesla CEO
Musk and directors of the company.
They were accused of breaching
their duties to the maker of electric
vehicles and solar panels, resulting
in a waste of corporate assets and
unjust enrichment for Musk.

The shareholder’s lawyers ar-
gued that the compensation package
should be voided because it was dic-
tated by Musk and was the product
of sham negotiations with directors
who were not independent of him.
They also said it was approved by
shareholders who were given mis-
leading and incomplete disclosures
in a proxy statement.

Defense  attorneys  countered
that the pay plan was fairly negoti-
ated by a compensation committee
whose members were independent,
contained performance milestones
so lofty that they were ridiculed
by some Wall Street investors, and
blessed by a shareholder vote that
was not even required under Dela-
ware law. They also argued that
Musk was not a controlling share-
holder because he owned less than
one-third of the company at the time.

An attorney for Musk and other
Tesla defendants did not immedi-
ately respond to an email seeking
comment.

But Musk reacted to the ruling on
X, the social media platform former-
ly known as Twitter that he owns,
by offering business advice. “Never
incorporate your company in the
state of Delaware,” he said. He later
added, “T recommend incorporating
in Nevada or Texas if you prefer
shareholders to decide matters.”

Musk, who as of Tuesday topped
Forbes’ list of the world’s richest
people, had earlier this month chal-
lenged Tesla’s board to come up
with a new compensation plan for
him that would give him a 25% stake
in the company. On an earnings
call last week, Musk, who currently
holds 13%, explained that with a
25% stake, he can’t control the com-
pany, yet he would have strong in-
fluence.

In trial testimony in November
2022, Musk denied that he dictated
terms of the compensation package
or attended any meetings at which
the plan was discussed by the board,
its compensation committee, or a
working group that helped develop
it.

McCormick determined, how-
ever, that because Musk was a
controlling shareholder with a po-
tential conflict of interest, the pay
package must be subject to a more
rigorous standard.

Tesla CEO Elon Musk attends the first plenary session of the Al Safety

Summit at Bletchley Park, on Nov. 1, 2023 in Bletchley, England. A Dela-

ware judge this week invalidated Elon Musk’s $55.8 billion Tesla pay pack-

age, saying it is too big and that Musk set the terms with a complaint board.
(AP)

“The process leading to the ap-
proval of Musk’s compensation plan
was deeply flawed,” McCormick
wrote in the colorfully written 200-
page decision. “Musk had extensive
ties with the persons tasked with ne-
gotiating on Tesla’s behalf.”

McCormick specifically cited
Musk’s long business and personal
relationships  with compensation
committee chairman Ira Ehrenpreis
and fellow committee member An-
tonio Gracias. She also noted that the
working group working on the pay
package included general counsel
Todd Maron who was Musk’s for-
mer divorce attorney.

“In fact, Maron was a primary
go-between Musk and the commit-
tee, and it is unclear on whose side
Maron viewed himself,” the judge
wrote. “Yet many of the docu-
ments cited by the defendants as
proof of a fair process were drafted
by Maron.”

McCormick  concluded  that
the only suitable remedy was for
Musk’s compensation package to
be rescinded. “In the final analysis,
Musk launched a self-driving pro-
cess, recalibrating the speed and di-
rection along the way as he saw fit,”
she wrote. “The process arrived at an
unfair price. And through this litiga-
tion, the plaintiff requests a recall.”

Greg Varallo, a lead attorney for
the shareholder plaintiff, praised
McCormick’s decision to reverse the
“absurdly outsized” Musk pay pack-
age.

“The fact that they lost this in
Delaware court, it’s a jaw dropper,”
said Wedbush Securities analyst Dan
Ives. “It’s unprecedented, a ruling
like this. I think going in investors
thought it was just typical legal noise
and nothing was going to come out
about it. The fact that they went head
to head with Tesla and Musk and the
board and voided this, it’s a huge le-
gal decision.”

During his trial testimony, Musk
downplayed the notion that his
friendships with certain Tesla board

members, including sometimes va-
cationing together, meant that they
were likely to do his bidding.

The plan called for Musk to reap
billions if Tesla, which is based
in Austin, Texas, hit certain mar-
ket capitalization and operational
milestones. For each incidence of
simultaneously meeting a market
cap milestone and an operational
milestone, Musk, who owned about
22% of Tesla when the plan was ap-
proved, would get stock equal to 1%
of outstanding shares at the time of
the grant. His interest in the com-
pany would grow to about 28% if
the company’s market capitalization
grew by $600 billion.

Each milestone included growing
Tesla’s market capitalization by $50
billion and meeting aggressive reve-
nue and pretax profit growth targets.
Musk stood to receive the full benefit
of the pay plan, $55.8 billion, only
by leading Tesla to a market capital-
ization of $650 billion and unprece-
dented revenues and earnings within
a decade.

Tesla has achieved all twelve
market capitalization milestones
and eleven operational milestones,
providing Musk nearly $28 billion
in stock option gains, according to
a January post-trial brief filed by the
plaintiff’s attorneys. The stock op-
tion grants are subject to a five-year
holding period, however.

Defense attorney Evan Chesler
argued at trial that the compen-
sation package was a “high-risk,
high-reward” deal that benefitted
not just Musk, but Tesla share-
holders. After the plan was imple-
mented, the value of the company
climbed from $53 billion to more
than $800 billion, having briefly
hit $1 trillion.

Chesler also said Tesla made sure
that the $55 billion compensation
figure was included in the proxy
statement because the company
wanted shareholders to know that
“this was a heart-stopping number
that Mr. Musk could earn.”

Fed is expected to cut. The ECB’s
benchmark rate is at a record-high
4% after being hiked from nega-
tive levels in just over a year.
Higher rates combat inflation
by making people’s purchases on
credit more expensive, thus hold-
ing back spending. For the same

reason, they can weigh down
economic growth, particularly in
credit-sensitive sectors such as
construction and home sales.

And European growth could
use a boost. The economy record-
ed zero growth in the last three
months of 2023 and has shown no

significant increase in output since
the third quarter of 2022, although
unemployment remains low.

The tepid performance con-
trasts with stronger-than-expected
growth in the U.S. of 0.8% in the
fourth quarter, or an annual pace of
3.3%.
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President Joe Biden speaks to members of the media before boarding Ma-

rine One on the South Lawn of the White House in Washington, Jan. 30,
2024. U.S. adults are only feeling slightly better about the economy, despite
stocks being near record highs and surprisingly strong growth last year. A
new poll from The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Re-
search finds that 35% of U.S. adults call the national economy good. (AP)

Uptick not hoosting Biden

AP-NORC poll finds an uptick in
positive ratings of US economy

WASHINGTON, Feb 1, (AP): Stocks
are near record highs. Growth was sur-
prisingly strong last year. And once-
hot inflation has begun to cool. But so
far, U.S. adults are feeling only slight-
ly better about the economy.

A new poll from The Associated
Press-NORC Center for Public Af-
fairs Research finds that 35% of U.S.
adults call the national economy good.
That’s an uptick from 30% who said
so late last year and up from 24% who
said so a year ago. While 65% still call
the economy poor, that’s also an im-
provement from a year ago, when 76%
called it poor.

Voters’ confidence in the economy
could be a pivotal factor in this year’s
presidential election as it is consistently
rated as a top issue. Recent data on the
economy has shown that growth ac-
celerated last year even as inflation re-
turned closer to the Federal Reserve’s
2% target, proving wrong a multitude
of Wall Street and academic economists
who said a recession would be the con-
sequence of efforts to lower inflation.

President Joe Biden and his aides
have taken to highlighting the economic
positives as consumer sentiment has re-
bounded. Biden is also drawing an open
contrast with former President Donald
Trump, the Republican front-runner.
Trump supporters remember his tenure
with pride for how the economy fared,
but his term was marred by job losses tied
to the coronavirus pandemic.

The evidence of a stronger econ-
omy has yet to spill over into greater
support for Biden. The new poll puts
his approval rating at 38%, which is
roughly where that number has stood
for most of the past two years. Biden’s
approval rating on handling the econo-
my is similar, at 35%.

Respondents interviewed for the sur-
vey often expressed their views on the
economy through a personal lens. Some
judged it based on their grocery bills and
prices at the gasoline pump. Others as-
sessed the economy based on their appre-
ciating investments. Housing prices mat-
tered, and so did job prospects for their
adult children and the upward trajectory
of the federal debt.

Molly Kapsner, 58, lives on a farm
in Wisconsin and thinks the economy
is doing “pretty well” because she has
three children finishing college this
year and all of them have job options.
She voted for Biden in 2020 and plans
to do so again.

“He has a lot on his plate right now
and he’s doing quite well,” she said.
“He’s just putting his head down and
doing his job and not trying to create a
circus in our country.”

David Veksler, who voted for the
libertarian candidate, Jo Jorgenson, in
2020, said he’s worried about the ris-
ing federal debt. The 43-year-old soft-
ware engineer manager from Denver
said the borrowing will hurt growth in
the long term, even if his investments
are doing well now.

“I think he’s similar to his predeces-
sors in furthering unsustainable defi-
cits,” Veksler said of Biden. “I'm as
negative on him as I was on Trump.”

Harry Broadnax, a 62-year-old re-
tiree, said he increasingly thinks about
the economy in relation to the increase
in migrants illegally crossing the U.S.
southern border. He feels their pres-
ence is diverting financial resources
from U.S. citizens.

“I would like to see them block up
the border like Trump wanted,” said
Broadnax, who is from North Caroli-
na, adding for emphasis, “I'm a Demo-
crat.”

Broadnax doesn’t see himself voting
for Biden or Trump, whose criminal
indictments worry him.

The Biden administration has tried
to put a greater focus on the big num-
bers used to assess the overall econo-
my, making its case through hard data.

Lael Brainard, director of the White
House National Economic Council,
told a group of reporters last week that
skeptics about the economy had over-
looked how Biden’s policies boosted
the labor market and repaired supply
chains wrecked by the pandemic.

“The big miss here was not to under-
stand how much, by surging back into
the workforce, by addressing supply
chains that were completely broken,
those inflationary pressures would
come down,” she said.

Trump has said that the economy is
“fragile” and “running off the fumes of
what we did.” The Republican front-
runner has said on social media that
stocks are rising because he is likely to
return to the White House. That claim
overlooks the influence of the Fed, as
well as the fact that average annual
growth has been higher under Biden so
far than it was during Trump’s term.

There continues to be a political
split in how people think about the
economy. As a consequence, there
might be a limit on how much Biden’s
approval numbers can climb even if
the economy keeps thriving as it did
last year.

Democrats remain far more likely
than Republicans to describe the econ-
omy as good, 58% to 15%. Still, views
have improved at least slightly since
the same time last year, when 41%
of Democrats and 8% of Republicans
called the economy good.

Sixty-five percent of Democrats, but
just 7% of Republicans, say they ap-
prove of Biden’s handling of the econ-
omy, both largely unchanged since late
last year.

However, the poll did show a bright-
er outlook on the economy from some
key voter demographics. Since a year
ago, a disproportionate increase in sen-
timent has come from college gradu-
ates and older adults - two groups that
tend to turn out to vote at higher rates.
There is also the possibility that vot-
ers will care more about the personali-
ties of the Democratic and Republican
nominees than they do about the state
of the economy.

Deborah Shields, 70, who works
in direct sales, said she’s noticed an
improvement in the economy as her
investments have improved. Yet she
said her opposition to Trump will de-
termine her vote in November.
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Grammys preview

Music extravaganza
VOWS exciting twists

LOS ANGELES, Feb 1, (AP): The 66th annual Gram-
my Awards are on Sunday, airing live from Los Ange-
les” Crypto.com Arena on CBS and Paramount+. So,
what can viewers expect?

Some new, some old. Executive producers Raj Ka-
poor, Ben Winston, and Jesse Collins are returning for
their fourth year - evolving the show from their first,
which required completely reimagining the Gram-
mys for COVID-19. In 2021, they had the idea to
turn musicians into each other’s audiences when there
couldn’t be one, a concept that has informed every
Grammys since.

For example: artists sit at tables near the front of
the stage to give the sense that
the musicians and the audience
as “just having a really lovely
evening together,” Winston
told The Associated Press.
“We’ve gone away from the
big, grandiose, massive theat-
ers with rows and rows and
rows of people and actually try
to make a really beautiful, be-
spoke concert every year.”

He says there will continue
to be no close ups of musi-
cians as the winners are read
out - “and then people rewind to see the disappoint-
ment in people’s faces,” he says. “We’ve changed that
because it becomes a bit too competitive. We’ve really
just tried to make it a loving room for the music com-
munity.”

Some elements of the stage - like the gramophone
in the middle - will remain the same. “I really like the
ideal of keeping elements of last year, but then chang-
ing key parts of it,” he says - building off of what has
succeeded in the past and making appropriate altera-
tions for the new year.

Similarly, comedian Trevor Noah will host for a
fourth time. “There’s never a hesitation, never a hic-
cup. There’s never a stumble,” says Recording Acad-
emy CEO and President Harvey Mason jr. of their
returning host. “He relates so well to the artists and to
the music community in my mind, because he’s a fan
and he’s an appreciator and a lover of music.”

Performance

But what’s new in 2024, and what should viewers
keep an eye out for? Here are five burning questions
- and answers.

Winston says “best pop solo performance” will
likely be the first award of the night - remarkable be-
cause every nominee in the category is a woman.

“That’s the same throughout the show, really - it’s
dominated by women,” he says, joking that he brought
up doing “ladies’ night at the Grammys with only
women performers,” which was quickly shot down.

“I’m really excited about the mix of talent we have,
and that’s based on the nomination this year, which

Noah
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Pearl Jam’s lead vocalist Eddie Vedder performs in concert in Sao Paulo, Brazil on Nov. 3, 2011. Pearl Jam’s forthcoming album shows the rockers are not mellow-

ing with age. Vedder and other members of the band that began in Seattle in the early 1990s gave an advance listen of their 12th studio album to a select group of
family, friends and industry insiders on Wednesday, Jan. 31, at the Troubadour club in the Los Angeles area. (AP)

skew heavily female,”

edented.”

says Kapoor. “That is some-
thing we’re really celebrating. It’s almost unprec-

Actor Donald Glover attends the Ama-
zon Prime Video television series pre-
miere of ‘Mr. & Mrs. Smith’ at Weylin
on Wednesday, Jan. 31, 2024, in New

Mason agrees, crediting the inclusion of so many
women to the changing demographics at the Record-
ing Academy.

“We have so many great women nominees leading
some of the general feeling categories, which to is a
direct result of a lot of the changes that we’ve been
making at the academy,” he says.

Last year, the organization announced over 2,400
diverse music creators joined their voting bloc - 50%
are people of color, 46% are under the age of 40, and
37% are women.

Winston says there will be between “12 to 15 per-
formers - it depends on if the memoriam counts as one
or three.”

“He likes to put an arc through our show beyond
just seeing performances on the stage,” Mason says
of Winston. “It feels like teamwork at all times - each
artist brings their creative ideas; they have a creative
director from their team collaborate with a creative di-
rector from our team - so it is this incredible mashup
of ideas to produce the final results you see on TV.”

Winston says that for some artists, his team has cre-
ated short films to play before their performances in
order to “tell the story of the artist’s year.”

“We’re going to put the spotlight on them and the
significance of the moment that the audience are about
to witness,” he says, to provide helpful context for a
general audience.

There are three new categories at the 2024 Grammy
Awards as well, including the first-ever best African
music performance award. Burna Boy, who is among
the announced performers, is nominated in the cat-

egory.
Protocols

Kapoor points out, too, that this is the second year
in a row that the Grammys are collaborating with a
visual artist for its design: this year is Dave McLeod,
a digital artist from the fine art world.

Last year, the Recording Academy announced a
series of changes to the Grammy Awards to better
reflect an evolving music industry. Of those newly in-
stituted guidelines, protocols involving technological
advancements in machine learning sparked headlines:
“Only human creators” could win the music industry’s
highest honor in a decision aimed at the use of artifi-
cial intelligence in popular music.

What has been the public reaction - and how will
artists respond? “I haven’t heard much yet - I'm sure
we’ll hear more after the show,” says Mason. “And
I’'m sure how we treat Al next year will be different
than how we treat it next year. Right now, the way our
awards team functions, there wouldn’t be any music
that was not eligible in any of the categories - so voters
were able to vote with confidence that the screening
has already taken place.”

That’s impossible to predict, but there are certainly
a few contenders: if Taylor Swift takes home album of
the year, she’d break the record of the artist with the
most wins, ever, with four.

If Victoria Monét ’s “Hollywood” wins best tradi-
tional R&B performance, her daughter Hazel Monét
will become the youngest Grammy winner in history
at 2 years old. Karol G could become the first female
artist to ever win in the best misica urbana album
category if she wins for “Mafiana Serd Bonito.” Jack
Antonoff could tie Babyface as the producer with the
most consecutive wins in the producer of the year,
non-classical category with a third win in 2024.

Kelly Clarkson could break the record for most best
pop vocal album wins if she gets her third trophy for
her 2023 album “Chemistry.” Kendrick Lamar could
extend his record in the best rap performance category
if he wins for a seventh time for “The Hillbillies,” his
track with his cousin Baby Keem.

York. (AP)

Jay

Variety

MOSCOW: A dissident Russian rock band

angered by Moscow’s war in Ukraine has
arrived in Israel after being deported from
Thailand under suspected pressure from

the Kremlin, the performers said Thursday.

The seven members of the band Bi-2
were arrested last week after playing a
concert on the southern resort island of
Phuket, reportedly for not having proper
working papers. On Facebook, they said
all their concerts “are held in accordance
with local laws and practices.” Phuket is a
popular destination for Russian expats and

tourists. After paying a fine, the band mem-
bers were sent to an immigration detention

center in Bangkok.

Speaking in the arrival hall of Israel’s
Ben Gurion International Airport in Tel
Aviv, guitarist and singer Aleksandr
“Shura” Uman of Bi-2 said the band was

doing well and very tired after their ordeal.

He also called the conditions he and his
band faced in a Thai jail as “horrible.”

“We are free and we will keep moving
forward,” Uman said.

Uman thanked the Israeli, American and

Australian diplomats, as well as human

rights organizations, for their work to bring
them to Israel. A handful of supporters met
their early-morning flight with signs to wel-

come them to Israel.

Russia has denied it had a hand in trying

to get the band deported. However, Mos-

cow has a reputation for cracking down on
artists critical of the war, even those work-

ing abroad. (AP)
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LOS ANGELES: For about 15 years, Uriel

Rincon told authorities he didn’t recognize

the gunman who killed Run-DMC’s Jam
Master Jay and wounded Rincon himself
in the rap star’s recording studio.

But on Wednesday, Rincon pointed
across a Brooklyn federal courtroom and

identified Karl Jordan Jr. as the shooter in

one of the world’s most infamous killings
in hip-hop history. Jordan and Ronald

Washington, an accused accomplice, have

pleaded not guilty to murder.

Rincon told jurors in the men’s trial that

Jam Master Jay, born Jason Mizell, was
in his studio’s lounge area on the evening
of Oct. 30, 2002, playing a football video
game and talking business with him and
another aide, when the door opened. In
walked Jordan, the rap star’s godson,
Rincon said.

Music

Vedder calls new album ‘our best work’

Pearl Jam's music hits the pinnacle

WEST HOLLYWOOD, Calif.,, Feb
1, (AP): Pearl Jam blasted out their
forthcoming album to a few hundred
family, friends, industry insiders and
reporters Wednesday, and the tracks
showed they are doing anything but
mellowing with age.

Singer Eddie Vedder, 59, lead gui-
tarist Mike McCready, 57 and bassist
Jeff Ament, 60, played the record for
the first time for invited guests at the
Troubadour, the legendary Los An-
geles-area club where Elton John and
many other Rock & Roll Hall of Fam-
ers first made their names.

The Republic Records release will
be the 12th studio album and first since
2020’s “Gigaton” for the saints of the
1990s Seattle scene, who have been
plying their trade together for more
than three decades.

“You all get together as a group as
we’ve been doing for 30-plus years
and you say, ‘Let’s try it again,’”
Vedder said from the stage as he in-
troduced the album. “No hyperbole, I
think this is our best work.”

The title of the record and its songs,
recorded by producer Andrew Watt
at Rick Rubin ‘s Shangri-La studio in
Malibu, California, are not yet being
made public, nor is the date it drops.
But musically, it’s ready for release.

“We made this record like a year
ago,” Ament told the audience. “We’ve
been sitting on it.”

“Gigaton” surprised many fans and
critics with how hard-rocking it was.
The new one goes even harder. It’s al-
most athletic in its speed, aggression,
and tenacity, sounding like it would
make men of their age sore in the af-

“He kind of walked directly to Jay and
gave - like, half a handshake, with an arm.
And at the same time, that’s when I hear
a couple of shots,” Rincon testified. He
said he was looking down at his ringing
phone as the gunfire erupted, then looked
up again.

“And then I see Jay just fall,” he said.

Then, Rincon said, he felt pain in his left
leg and realized that he’d been shot and
that the 37-year-old hip-hop luminary was
gravely wounded.

“I’'m trying to tend to my wound, and at
the same time, I'm trying to give Jay atten-
tion - asking him: Is he OK? Can he talk?
Whatever - and he is just not responding,”
Rincon testified.

He said that during the shooting, Wash-
ington was at the studio door, telling the

termath.

While Vedder remains the face and
voice of the band, the star of this album
is drummer Matt Cameron, who joined
the Jam in 1998 after starting out with
Soundgarden.

His relentless pounding opens many
of the 11 tracks, and drowns out his
bandmates’ playing and Vedder’s vo-
cals at times.

“It’s one of the greatest drum re-
cords we’ve ever made,” Vedders said
to cheers from a crowd that included
Red Hot Chili Peppers drummer Chad
Smith. “Matt Cameron is just playing
out of his skull, especially seeing as
how it’s our last record.”

Hopefulness

Vedder struggled to hide that he was
(probably) joking as he said that last
part, to laughs and boos.

The lyrics to the new songs are of-
ten dark and bleak, especially at the
album’s start, but at it goes on the
determined hopefulness that has been
central to the band from the beginning
shines through.

The alcohol flowed freely at the af-
ternoon event, including a mass toast.
It was strategic. Vedder said he has
been softening his aging friends with
booze to prepare them to listen to kind
of loud tunes they may no longer be
used to.

“Every time I’ve played someone
the record it was like a two-day recov-
ery,” Vedder said.

The band members credited Watt,
who was less than a year old when
their first album “Ten” was released
in 1991, for lifting them to the heights

other aide to get on the ground and stay
there. Both suspects fled down a hallway
toward the building’s back door and fire
escape, he said.

The rap star had a gun, which was sitting
by his side on a sofa armrest during the
10-to-15-second encounter, Rincon said.
(AP)
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NEW YORK: Melinda Ledbetter Wilson,
the longtime wife and manager of Brian
Wilson whom the Beach Boys co-founder
often credited for stabilizing his famously
troubled life, has died at age 77.

Wilson died Tuesday at the couple’s
home in Beverly Hills, California, Brian
Wilson announced online. Brian Wilson’s
spokesperson Lauren Mele said Wednes-

South Korean K-pop group NewJeans members pose during the Seoul Fashion

Week at Dongdaemun Design Plaza in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Feb. 1.
(AP)

they hit.

“He’s a force,” bassist Jeff Ament
said.

Watt is a Pearl Jam super fan (he
wore a band basketball jersey Wednes-
day) who brought to the project what
Ament called an “encyclopedic”
knowledge of their musical history
that is more detailed and deep than the
members’ own memories.

A Grammy winner for 2021 produc-
er of the year, Watt has worked with
the Rolling Stones, Post Malone, Mi-
ley Cyrus and Vedder on his 2022 solo
album “Earthling.”

McCready said the Troubadour
stage took him back. He played there
with his metal band Shadow in 1987,
when the Sunset Strip outside was the
teased-hair capital of the world, and
his solos on the new record are metal-
lic in their speed and ferocity.

Vedder compared the current pro-
cess of making a record together to
surfer Kelly Slater’s attempt to create
the perfect wave far from the ocean,
but instead of water, the group was
trying to make something of “an anx-
iousness, an anger, a sadness, a joy, a
regret.”

The band acknowledged that it was
surreal to stand there and listen to a re-
cording as audience members bobbed
their heads in front of an empty stage.

“It’s an unusual situation,” Vedder
said.

But the afternoon was emotional an-
yway. Ament nearly got choked up as
he talked about coming so far together.

“I couldn’t be prouder of us as a
band at this point,” he said. “I feel
grateful.”

day that she passed away “suddenly,” but
no other details were available.

“Our five children and I are just in tears.
We are lost,” Brian Wilson wrote on his
web site. “Melinda was more than my wife.
She was my savior. She gave me the emo-
tional security I needed to have a career.
She encouraged me to make the music
that was closest to my heart. She was my
anchor. She was everything for us. Please
say a prayer for her.”

In “Love and Mercy,” the 2014 film
about Wilson that drew in part on Melinda
Wilson’s memories, she is played by Eliza-
beth Banks.

Melinda Ledbetter was a Pueblo, Colo-
rado, native who grew up in Whittier,
California, and had worked for years as
a model before taking a job as a sales rep-
resentative at a Cadillac dealership in Los
Angeles. One day, in the mid-1980s, Brian
Wilson turned up, looking to buy a car. As
he recalled in his memoir from 2016, “I
Am Brian Wilson,” he was immediately at-
tracted to Ledbetter and impressed that she
didn’t treat him like a celebrity. (AP)
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MEMPHIS, Tenn.: Fans of the soulful
sounds of Detroit’s Motown and Mem-
phis’ Stax Records will be able to enjoy
music from both brands in the same place if
they watch and listen to a free, online show
streaming during Black History Month in
February.

Registration has begun for “Stax Meets
Motown,” which features musicians from
Stax Music Academy playing hits from
both of the influential soul and R&B music
labels. It features musical performances
intertwined with filmed segments related to
Black history.

The show includes songs from Mo-
town’s Stevie Wonder, Diana Ross and
The Supremes, Marvin Gaye and Tammi
Terrell, and the Jackson Five. Stax’s
contribution comes from Otis Redding,
Sam and Dave, Rufus Thomas, Johnnie
Taylor and the Bar-Kays. (AP)
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Calls for heightened awareness and customized care

Young-onset cancer cases rise globally, vigilance urged

CLEVELAND, Feb 1: With cancer diagno-
ses in young people on the rise worldwide, it
is important to raise awareness of symptoms,
family history and differences in treatment ap-
proaches for adolescents and young adults, says
an expert from global health system Cleveland
Clinic, speaking ahead of World Cancer Day
(February 4).

Global cancer cases in people under the age
of 50 rose by 79% between 1990 and 2019, ac-
cording to research recently published by the
UK’s University of Edinburgh.The study also
shows cancer deaths among this population
grew by more than 27%,
and it estimates there are
now more than 1 million
under-50s a year dying
of cancer. Cancers of the
breast, windpipe, lung,
bowel and stomach are
responsible for the ma-
jority of these deaths.

“Cleveland Clinic
and other institutes
globally are conducting
research into why can-
cer incidence in young
people is increasing so significantly, and we
believe the cause is multifactorial,” says David
Liska, M.D., a colorectal cancer surgeon who
leads a multidisciplinary program to improve
treatment approaches and outcomes for adoles-
cent and young adult (AYA) and young-onset
cancer patients at Cleveland Clinic.

“Researchers have noted a birth cohort effect,
showing that people born in each decade since
the 1950s have a higher incidence of young-
onset colorectal cancer than those born in the
preceding decades. This indicates that shared
exposures to certain factors in the environment
could be elevating their risk, whether this is
changing eating habits, use of chemicals or any
number of factors.Interestingly, we have discov-
ered differences inthe gut microbiome, the me-
tabolome, and the tumor immune microenviron-
ment of younger and older people with the same
cancers. Another consideration is that individual
cancer risk factors such as obesity and leading
a sedentary lifestyle are increasingly prevalent
in this age group, and therefore likely contribut-
ing to the problem,” says Dr. Liska, who is also
director of Cleveland Clinic’s Center for Young-
Onset Colorectal Cancer.

Dr. Liska’s advice to young people focuses
on prevention, early diagnosis, and ensuring
that treatment is managed by an experienced
multidisciplinary team.

Prevention

“In terms of prevention, we recommend follow-
ing a healthy lifestyle, incorporating a balanced
diet and regular exercise, and avoiding tobacco
and excessive alcohol use,” says Dr. Liska. “Early
diagnosis is important, too, as the earlier a cancer
is diagnosed and treated, the better the outcome
will be. Individuals should never ignore persistent
symptoms of any kind, but instead report them to
a physician. People should also discuss any fam-
ily history of cancer with their doctor, who can
then advise on the optimal timing and frequency
of cancer screenings, and whether they could be
candidates for genetic testing.”

As far as seeking treatment is concerned, Dr.
Liska says acustomized approach is needed in
younger patients as the biology of the cancers
as well as the psychosocial and long-term treat-
ment implications are different compared to
older patient populations.

Dr. Liska explains that at Cleveland Clinic,
a wide team of experts works closely with on-
cologists and surgeons to ensure that all of the
young patients’ needs are met. “There are unique
factors facing younger patients at their life stage
- for example, they might want to start a fam-
ily, in which case consulting a fertility preserva-
tion specialist is important.Other younger peo-
ple might have children and/or be looking after
older parents, so the transition from becoming
a primary caregiver to a person who needs care
can be difficult financially and socially, which is
where psychologists and social workers would
be involved. Younger patients also benefit from
the advice of wellness experts who can work
with them to modify their diet, exercise and
other lifestyle habits to support treatment, avoid
complications related to the cancer or treatment,
and reduce the risk of the cancer returning.

“Finding a multidisciplinary team special-
ized in treating young cancer patients is im-
portant as the quality of treatment received can
have a significant impact on outcomes, not just
in terms of a patients’ survival but also their
quality of life after treatment,” says Dr. Liska.

Dr. Liska

Military personnel had 20% higher cancer risk

Study links Camp Lejeune water to several cancers

NEW YORK, Feb 1, (AP): Military personnel
stationed at Camp Lejeune from 1975 to 1985
had at least a 20% higher risk for a number of
cancers than those stationed elsewhere, fed-
eral health officials have said in a long-awaited
study about the North Carolina base’s contami-
nated drinking water.

Federal health officials called the research
one the largest ever done in the United States
to assess cancer risk by comparing a group who
live and worked in a polluted environment to a
similar group that did not.

The study found military personnel stationed
at US Marine Corps Base Camp Lejeune were
at higher risk for some types of leukemia and
lymphoma and cancers of the lung, breast,
throat, esophagus and thyroid. Civilians who
worked at the base also were at a higher risk for
a shorter list of cancers.

The study is “quite impressive,” but cannot
count as final proof that the tainted drinking
water caused the cancers, said David Savitz,
a Brown University disease researcher who
is consulting for plaintiffs’ attorneys in Camp
Lejeune-related litigation.

“This is not something we’re going to be able
to resolve definitively,” he said. “We are talking
about exposures that happened (decades ago)
that were not well documented.”

But he said the new research will add weight
to arguments made on behalf of people who got
sick after living and working at the base.

Camp Lejeune was built in a sandy pine for-
est along the North Carolina coast in the early
1940s. Its drinking water was contaminated
with industrial solvents from the early 1950s to
1985. The contamination - detected in the early
1980s - was blamed on a poorly maintained fuel
depot and indiscriminate dumping on the base,
as well as from an off-base dry cleaner.

Before wells were shut down, contaminated
water was piped to barracks, offices, housing for
enlisted families, schools and the base’s hospi-
tal. Military personnel and families drank it,
cooked with it and bathed in it.

The contamination has spawned a wave of
litigation by law firms who have aggressively
sought out clients with TV ads.

People who got sick after being at Camp
Lejeune have accused the Marine Corps of failing
to protect the health of its personnel and criticized
the federal government for being slow to investi-
gate. Marine Corps officials have repeatedly said
that federal environmental regulations for these
cancer-causing chemicals were not finalized until

Slgnage stands on the main gate to Camp Lejeune Manne Base out3|de Jacksonvnle
N.C., April 29, 2022. (AP)

1989, after the wells were shut down.

The Agency for Toxic Substances and Dis-
ease Registry, or ATSDR, an Atlanta-based
sister agency to the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention, has done about a half-dozen
studies focused on health problems in people at
Camp Lejeune. Those studies were smaller than
the new one, and had varied focuses, including
ale breast cancer rates and birth defects in chil-
dren born to base personnel.

Research

The earlier studies pointed out health risks,
but the new work “more fully establishes the
scope,” said Richard Clapp, a Boston University
emeritus public health professor who has been
involved in past Camp Lejeune research.

Dr. Aaron Bernstein, the head of the ATSDR
and CDC’s environmental health programs,
called the new study “remarkable” for being
bigger and more rigorous than past research.

In the new paper, the ATSDR investigated
cancer in about 211,000 people who were sta-
tioned at or worked at Camp Lejeune between
1975 and 1985 and compared them to about
224,000 people at California’s Camp Pendleton
- which was not known to have polluted ground-

water - during the same time period.

Frank Bove, a senior epidemiologist, has led
the agency’s Camp Lejeune research for many
years and was in charge of the latest study. He
relied on staff at Battelle Memorial Institute
and others to comb through cancer registries
across the country to look for cases tied to ei-
ther base.

They found a similar number of malignant
cancers in each group, about 12,000. But the
numbers - and the relative risks calculated
from those numbers - were higher in the
Camp Lejeune population for a number of
specific types of cancer. That list included
some that weren’t clearly identified in some
earlier studies, most notably thyroid cancer,
Clapp said.

A federal law signed by President Joe Biden
in August 2022 included language to address
concerns of people who developed certain
health problems they believe were linked to
Camp Lejeune water contamination. It gave
them a two-year window to file claims.

The new study may lead to inclusion of thy-
roid cancer to be added to the list of diseases for
which Camp Lejeune personnel and their fami-
lies might one day be compensated, Clapp said.

The paper, which underwent external peer re-
view, is being submitted for publication, agency
officials said.

Also:

PORTLAND, Ore.: Several elected leaders in
Oregon declared a state of emergency on Tues-
day for downtown Portland over the public
health and public safety crisis fueled by fenta-
nyl.

Oregon Gov. Tina Kotek, Portland Mayor
Ted Wheeler and Multnomah County Chair
Jessica Vega Pederson made the declaration
for a 90-day period during which collaboration
and response will come from a command center
downtown. The three governments are direct-
ing their agencies to work with first responders
in connecting people addicted to the synthetic
opioid with resources including drug treatment
programs and to crack down on drug sales.

“Our country and our state have never seen a
drug this deadly addictive, and all are grappling
with how to respond,” Kotek said in a statement.

The declaration is a recommendation from
a governor-established task force that met for
several months last year to determine ways to
rejuvenate downtown Portland.

People addicted to fentanyl who interact with
first responders in Portland’s downtown in the
next 90 days will be triaged by this new com-
mand center. Staff can connect people with
various resources from a bed in a drug treatment
center to meeting with a behavioral health cli-
nician to help with registering for food stamps.

“We cannot underestimate the tremendous
value of bringing leaders from different disci-
plines in a room on a daily basis who all account
for a different part of the solution,” Portland
Mayor Ted Wheeler said in a statement.

Mike Myers, the director of Portland’s Com-
munity Safety Division, will head the city’s
command team. Nathan Reynolds, deputy
policy chief at the state’s Office of Resilience
and Emergency Management, will be the state’s
incident commander.

The effort also extends the Portland Police
Bureau’s partnership with Oregon State Police
to jointly patrol downtown streets for fentanyl
sales. It additionally kicks off information cam-
paigns centered on drug use prevention and re-
covery programs across the region. The county
will expand outreach and training on how to
administer Narcan, an overdose-reversal drug.

The program doesn’t establish any goals to
measure success. Kotek said the next 90 days
will provide a road map for the next steps.

Focus on alternative treatment

Biogen stops sale of Alzheimer’s drug Aduhelm

NEW YORK, Feb 1, (AP): Biogen will stop
selling its Alzheimer’s treatment Aduhelm, a
drug once seen as a potential blockbuster that
stumbled after its launch a few years ago.

The drugmaker also said Wednesday that it
will end a study of the drug needed for full ap-
proval from the Food and Drug Administration.

Patients taking doses of Aduhelm available
through the commercial market can continue
until November. A company representative said
there are about 2,500 people worldwide taking
Aduhelm.

Biogen said it will turn its focus to other
treatments for the fatal, mind-robbing disease.
The company also is helping Japanese drug-
maker Eisai sell another Alzheimer’s treatment,
Legembi, which received full FDA approval
last summer.

Leqembi is the first medicine that’s been con-
vincingly shown to slow the cognitive decline
caused by Alzheimer’s disease, though only
modestly. Regulators have approved it for pa-
tients with mild dementia and other symptoms
caused by early Alzheimer’s.

When Aduhelm debuted in 2021, it was the
first new Alzheimer’s drug in nearly two dec-
ades. The FDA had granted accelerated ap-
proval but required the additional study for full
approval, which can spur broader insurance

coverage.

Aduhelm promised to slow the progression of
the disease instead of just managing its symp-
toms, like other drugs on the market.

Initially priced at $56,000 a year, analysts
predicted it would quickly become a blockbuster
that would generate billions for Biogen. The fed-
eral government’s Medicare program raised the
premium it charges for its coverage partially be-
cause of an expected influx of Aduhelm claims.

But doctors were hesitant to prescribe the
intravenous drug, given weak evidence that it
meaningfully improved Alzheimer’s patients
lives. Insurers blocked or restricted coverage.
Medicare, which eventually scaled back its pre-
mium hike, imposed strict limits on who could
get it.

That proved especially challenging for Bio-
gen. Most U.S. Alzheimer’s patients are old
enough to qualify for the federal program,
which covers patients age 65 and older.

The drug wound up generating millions, not
billions, in quarterly sales. Biogen announced in
2022 that it would largely shut down marketing
of Aduhelm.

Last year, Biogen started an unsuccessful
search for outside financing or partners to help
with Aduhelm. That was done as part of a re-
view the company did of its research and devel-

opment program.

Biogen said it had considered during that
review the time and investment that would be
required for that additional study and likely
advancements in the field before Aduhelm re-
ceived full approval.

Aside from Leqembi, patients also may soon
have another treatment option. The FDA is cur-
rently reviewing a potential drug from Eli Lilly
and Co. A decision is expected early this year.

Biogen said it would book a charge of about
$60 million in its fourth quarter for shutting
down the Aduhelm program.

Shares of Cambridge, Massachusetts-based
Biogen Inc. climbed around $4 to $251.11 in
late-morning trading while the Standard &
Poor’s 500 index slipped.

Also:

JACKSON, Miss.: Mississippi could allow
Medicaid coverage earlier in pregnancy in an
effort to improve health outcomes for moth-
ers and babies in a poor state with the nation’s
worst rate of infant mortality.

With wide bipartisan support, the state House
passed a bill Wednesday to allow up to 60 days
of “presumptive eligibility” for Medicaid, start-
ing July 1. This means a pregnant woman’s out-
patient medical care would be paid by Medicaid

as her application for coverage by the govern-
ment insurance program is being considered.

Processing Medicaid applications can take
weeks, and physicians say early prenatal care is
important.

House Medicaid Committee Chairwoman
Missy McGee of Hattiesburg pointed out that
Mississippi has high rates of fetal mortality, in-
fant mortality and maternal mortality.

“I think this will go a long way in helping
moms and babies be healthy ... and give babies
the best shot for a healthy life,” McGee said.

Mississippi ranks worst in the US for infant
mortality, with Black infants nearly twice as
likely as white ones to die over the past decade,
according to a report unveiled Jan. 18 by the
state Department of Health.

Presumptive Medicaid eligibility during
pregnancy would be based on questions about
income, asked by health care providers such
as employees of county health departments. If
a woman’s Medicaid application is ultimately
rejected because her income is too high, Med-
icaid would still pay health care providers for
services they provided during the time of pre-
sumptive eligibility.

McGee said presumptive eligibility could
cost the Medicaid program just under $600,000
a year.
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Blazers spoil Lillard’s Portland
return with victory over Bucks

Suns ease past Nets

PORTLAND, Ore., Feb
1, (AP): Anfernee Simons
scored 24 points, including
making a floater with 17.1
seconds left, and the Trail
Blazers spoiled Damian
Lillard’s return to Port-
land with a 119-116 victory
over the Milwaukee Bucks

on Wednesday night.

Lillard had with 25 points for
the Bucks in their second straight
loss under new coach Doc Rivers.
Giannis Antetokounmpo added 27
points and eight rebounds.

BASKETBALL

Lillard played his first game in
Portland since he was traded to the
Bucks in the offseason. He was the
face of the Trail Blazers’ franchise
for his first 11 seasons in the NBA.

Deandre Ayton added 20 points
and 11 rebounds for Portland.

Suns 136, Nets 120

In New York, Kevin Durant scored
33 points in his return to Brooklyn,
leading Phoenix over the Nets.

Durant added eight assists in his
first game in Brooklyn since being
traded to Phoenix nearly a year ago.
He got a mixed reception early be-
fore helping take the crowd out of it
with 11 points in the third quarter,
when the Suns outscored the Nets
42-26 after leading by three at half-
time.

Jusuf Nurkic added 28 points
and 11 rebounds for the Suns, over-
whelming an undersized Nets team as
the Suns won for the ninth time in 11
games.

Cam Thomas scored 25 points for
Brooklyn. Mikal Bridges, who came
to the Nets in the Durant trade, had
21.

Timberwolves 121, Mavericks 87

In  Minneapolis, Karl-Anthony
Towns had 29 points and nine re-
bounds for Minnesota against deplet-
ed Dallas, which played without stars
Luka Doncic and Kyrie Irving.

Rudy Gobert scored 17 points for
the West-leading Wolves (34-14).
They endured a sluggish start until

i -: .. =

Phoenix Suns center Jusuf Nurkic (20) goes to the basket past Brooklyn
Nets forward Cameron Johnson during the first half of an NBA basketball
game, Wednesday, Jan. 31, 2024, in New York. (AP)

Towns sparked their surge with two
3-pointers in the last 35 seconds of
the first half to give them the lead
for good. Towns had 11 points in the
third quarter.

Doncic (sprained right ankle) and
Irving (sprained right thumb) both
sat for the third game this season,
and the Mavericks have lost all three.
They’ve played without at least one
of them 26 times in 48 games.

Josh Green had 18 points and Tim
Hardaway Jr. added 14 points for the
Mavericks. They shot just 6 for 29
from 3-point range against the NBA’s
best scoring defense.

Thunder 105, Nuggets 100

In Oklahoma City, Shai Gilgeous-
Alexander scored 34 points to help
Oklahoma City beat short-handed
Denver in a matchup of teams near
the top of the Western Conference
standings.

Denver star Nikola Jokic sat out
because of pain in his lower back.
Oklahoma City took advantage of
the two-time league MVP’s absence
by holding the defending champion
Nuggets to 39.8% shooting.

Chet Holmgren had 18 points, 13
rebounds and five blocks and reserves
Aaron Wiggins and Vasilije Micic
each added 12 points for the Thunder.

Aaron Gordon had 16 points, 13 re-
bounds and seven assists and Michael
Porter Jr. had 15 points and eight re-
bounds for the Nuggets.

Clippers 125, Wizards 109

In Washington, Kawhi Leonard
scored 31 points, James Harden add-
ed 25 and Los Angeles pulled away
with a big third quarter to beat Wash-
ington.

Los Angeles outscored Washing-
ton 40-19 in the third after leading by
10 in the first half.

Harden’s pullup 3 from the top of
the arc stretched the lead to 20 for the
first time with 5:42 left in the period.
Later, Leonard’s emphatic dunk off a
driving, spinning feed from Russell
Westbrook pushed it 25, and Norman
Powell’s basket made it 106-79 at the
end of the third.

Kyle Kuzma scored 23 of his 27
points the first half for Washington.
The Wizards are 2-2 under interim
coach Brian Keefe after Wes Unseld
Jr. was fired last week.

Cavaliers 128, Pistons 121

In Cleveland, Donovan Mitch-
ell scored 20 of his 45 points in the
fourth quarter, Darius Garland had 19
points in his return from a broken jaw
and Cleveland held off NBA-worst
Detroit.

Jarrett Allen had 14 points and 11
rebounds, and Isaac Okoro added 14
points. Cleveland won for the 11th
time in 12 games and is an NBA-best
16-4 since Dec. 16.

Danilo Gallinari scored 20 points
and went 4 of 4 on 3-pointers, and
Cade Cunningham had 19 points and
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seven assists for Detroit, which was
seeking its first back-to-back wins
since Oct. 27-28. The Pistons are
6-41.
Heat 115, Kings 106

In Miami, Jimmy Butler scored 31
points and Miami beat Sacramento to
end a seven-game losing streak.

Butler shot 10 of 14 from the field
and had seven rebounds for the Heat,
who ended their longest losing streak
since dropping 15 straight during the
2007-08 season. Josh Richardson was
6 of 10 from 3-point range and fin-
ished with a season-high 24 points.

Domantas Sabonis had 19 points,
17 rebounds and 13 assists for his
13th triple-double of the season for
Sacramento. Keegan Murray scored
33 points.

Pelicans 110, Rockets 99

In Houston, Jonas Valanciunas
scored 25 points, Brandon Ingram
added 24 and New Orleans beat Hou-
ston to snap a three-game skid.

New Orleans led by five to start
the fourth quarter before scoring the
next 15 points to make it 99-79 with
just under 6 1/2 minutes remaining.
Jose Alvarado hit a 3-pointer during
that stretch and Valanciunas had six
points to help the Pelicans pad the
lead.

Jalen Green led the Rockets with
31 points.

Magic 108, Spurs 98

In San Antonio, Paolo Banchero
scored 25 points, Franz Wagner add-
ed 20 and Orlando held on to beat San
Antonio.

Devin Vassell had 26 points and
Victor Wembanyama 21 for San An-
tonio.

After trailing by 25 points in the
final quarter, San Antonio went on
a 15-0 run over 3:38 to pull within
three at 99-96. But the Spurs had
three turnovers in the final three min-
utes.

Bulls 117, Hornets 110

In Charlotte, N.C. Coby White
scored 35 points, Nikola Vucevic had
22 points and 12 rebounds and Chi-
cago sent Charlotte to its fifth straight
loss.

Ayo Dosunmu added 16 points for
Chicago.

Miles Bridges had 30 points and 15
rebounds for Charlotte.

Jannik Sinner
does it his way

ROME, Feb 1, (AP): Jannik Sinner’s
career so far can be defined by the
choices he made. And the freedom he
had to make them.

From when he was a kid growing
up in the German-speaking area of the
Italian Dolomites and he chose tennis
over skiing - even though he had won a
national junior title on the slopes.

To the decision to leave home at age
13 for the Italian Riviera and enroll in
a tennis academy.

And finally, when on the cusp of
greatness he decided to leave his long-
time coach, took a step back and created
his own personalized team - the team
Sinner had in his box when he won the
Australian Open on Sunday and became
the first Italian man to win a Grand Slam
singles title in nearly a half century.

It all started when his parents left
him alone at an early age to find his
way while still teaching him a solid
work ethic.

TENNIS

“My parents are special because
when I (came) back from school my
parents were not there, they were
working and I used to go always go
to ski,” Sinner said Wednesday during
an hour-long news conference upon
his celebrated return to Italy. “When I
came back home at 4:30 my mom used
to be at home but I went to play tennis
sometimes, a little bit of football (soc-
cer).”

Sinner’s parents worked in a ski
lodge where his father was a chef and
his mother was a waitress.

“That’s the kind of mentality they
gave me: ‘If you want to reach some-
thing, you have to work.’ This kind of
work ethic you can learn but most of
the time it’s because your parents give
it to you,” Sinner said.

While his parents sometimes join
him on the tennis tour now, they also
still work - his dad helps out in the res-
taurant when he can and his mom runs
the family guest house, Haus Sinner.

“So they are always working and
that’s what I love about them,” Sinner
said. “They’re not changing anything
with me. I'm a normal person who I
was when I was a very young kid with
a big dream and now I'm just 22 years
old with still a big dream.

“It’s all work, there are no secrets,”
Sinner added, “or maybe working
more than everyone else.”

Sinner landed in Rome on Tuesday
and then visited with Italian Premier
Giorgia Meloni. On Monday, even
Pope Francis congratulated Italy for
Sinner’s victory.

After the rooftop news conference
at the Italian Tennis and Padel Federa-
tion headquarters, Sinner headed to the
Colosseum for a photo shoot.

The last Italian man to win a Grand
Slam singles title was Adriano Panatta
at the 1976 French Open.

Dallas Mavericks guard A.J. Lawson (9) shoots the ball over Minnesota
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Timberwolves center Luka Garza (55) during the second half of an NBA
basketball game, Wednesday, Jan. 31, 2024, in Minneapolis. (AP)

Briton said to leave Mercedes

Hamilton linked with shock
‘move’ to Ferrari next year

SEVEN-time Formula One champi-
on Lewis Hamilton has been linked
with a shock move from Mercedes
to Ferrari next year, according to re-
ports on Thursday.

Sky Sports News said Hamilton
would leave Mercedes after the 2024
season and replace Carlos Sainz Jr.
at Ferrari. It didn’t cite any sources.
The Daily Mail also said the deal
would go through while motorsport.
com said it wasn’t a done deal yet
but negotiations were at an advanced
stage and could be concluded this
week.

When contacted by The Associ-
ated Press, Mercedes and Ferrari
declined to comment on if Hamilton
will join Ferrari.

The move would surprise many
F1 observers because the 39-year-
old British driver signed a new two-
year deal last summer until 2025,
although it remains unclear whether
the deal contained an escape clause.

Hamilton won six titles with Mer-
cedes in seven years from 2014-20
and lost the 2021 championship to
Red Bull’s Max Verstappen on the
final lap of the last race. He has not
won a race since 2021 and remains
stuck on a record 103 wins.

If he joins Ferrari he would likely
replace Sainz, considering Sainz’s
teammate, Charles Leclerc, recently
signed a multi-year contract exten-
sion.

Five years ago, Hamilton was
asked if he could ever be tempted to
drive for Ferrari.

“If there is a point in my life where
I decide I want a change, that poten-
tially could be an option,” he said at
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the time.

In late 2019, Italian newspaper La
Gazzetta dello Sport reported Ham-
ilton met with Ferrari chairman John
Elkann twice that year and they dis-
cussed Hamilton potentially replac-
ing then-driver Sebastian Vettel at
Ferrari.

Hamilton was subsequently asked
at the season-ending Abu Dhabi
Grand Prix that year if he met El-
kann.

MOTOR RACING

“Naturally, everything that hap-
pens behind closed doors is always
private with whoever it is you end
up sitting with,” Hamilton said.
“For many years, I’ve never ever
sat down and considered other op-
tions, because we (Mercedes) have
been driving straight ahead, on the
same path. We’re still on that path,
and there’s very little that’s going to
shift it.”

Hamilton joined Mercedes in
2013 from McLaren in what was
also a surprise move at the time.

After dominating to 2020, Hamil-
ton and Mercedes have been frustrat-
ed in the past two seasons. Mercedes
won only one race in 2022 when the
car suffered from a bouncing effect,
known in F1 as porpoising. The team
admitted getting the design wrong.

Preseason F1 testing begins on
Feb. 21 in Bahrain. Bahrain also
hosts the first of a record 24 races on
March 2, when Verstappen starts his
bid for a fourth straight world cham-
pionship. (AP)

R g ~ICHAI —

Mercedes driver Lewis Hamilton of Britain looks at Finnish driver Kimi Raik-

konen’s Ferrari after getting pole in the qualifying session for the Chinese

Formula One Grand Prix at Shanghai International Circuit in Shanghai,

China, Saturday, April 11, 2015. Seven-time Formula One champion Lewis

Hamilton has been linked with a shock move from Mercedes to Ferrari next
year. (AP)

Kilde urges bhetter WC race-day
schedules to protect athletes

GENEVA, Feb 1, (AP): Skiers must
be consulted about better World Cup
race-day schedules to help protect
them from injuries, downhill star Alek-
sander Aamodt Kilde said Thursday.
The former overall World Cup
champion and two-time Olympic me-

SKIING

dalist spoke out in his first call with
international media since a shocking
Jan. 13 crash on the storied Wengen
downhill ended his season.

“It’s super important that we look
at something that’s more sustainable,”
Kilde said in an online call from his win-
ter base in Austria where he expects to
spend several weeks using a wheelchair.
“We as athletes need to speak up.”

The 31-year-old Norwegian is
among a slew of World Cup, Olympic
and world champions to crash hard in a
packed January program, including his
partner Mikaela Shiffrin. The Ameri-
can standout women'’s skier is chasing
a women'’s record-equaling sixth over-
all World Cup title.

Kilde hit the fences at the last turn of
the longest downhill of the season when
racing for the third straight day, and
after two third-place results loaded his
schedule with media and public events.

His injuries were reported as a dis-
located shoulder and lacerated calf
though both were more serious than
first seemed.

Kilde explained he posted a vivid
photograph of his leg injury on social
media to help people understand the
severity.
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Kuwait shooting club honors
shooters and lauds progress

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 1, (KUNA):
Duaij Al-Otaibi, Chairman of
the Kuwait Shooting Sport Club
(KSSC), commended the remarkable
achievements of national players in
the recently concluded Asian Shot-
gun Championship held in Kuwait.
Al-Otaibi expressed his appreciation
during a press briefing following a
KSSC ceremony dedicated to honor-
ing shooter Mohammad Al-Daihani,
who secured the second spot for Ku-
wait in the upcoming Paris Olympic
Games 2024.

Al-Otaibi conveyed the club’s
commitment to actively support and
prepare both Mohammad Al-Daihani
and his fellow competitor Khaled

Al-Mudhaf, who also secured quali-
fication for the Olympic Games. The
chairman emphasized the club’s
dedication to assisting the athletes in
achieving the desired results on the
international stage.

SHOOTING

In his comments, Al-Daihani
acknowledged the significance of
hosting the Asian shooting tourna-
ment in Kuwait, highlighting that
this opportunity played a pivotal
role in securing his qualification
for the Paris Olympics for the first
time.

Handball transfer frenzy: Al-Qurain
and Al-Fahaheel make key signings

By Khaled El Anzi
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Feb I: In the final
hours leading to the closure of the sec-
ond registration and transfer period,
significant player movements charac-
terized the handball teams. Al-Qurain
Club, gearing up for the current year’s
league, announced the acquisition of
Serbian professionals Nikola Skrupek
and Slovakian Oliver Rabic. The team,
under the leadership of Serbian coach
Zekia Milosavevich, also brought on
board assistant coach Saad Salem,
goalkeeper coach Nasser Al-Hajri, and
team manager Mohammed Al-Awad.
Meanwhile, Al-Fahaheel secured Ar-
gentine professional Federico Pizarro

HANDBALL

and Croatian Sandro Abranovich. The
club had previously enlisted Alge-
rian coach Mohamed Masoudane to
strengthen its coaching staff.

Under the guidance of Tunisian
coach Saber Abu Qafsha, Al-Sahel re-
vealed three notable signings: Yemeni
Jassem Al-Barak, Egyptian Muhannad
Ani, and former Kuwait Club goal-
keeper Mustafa Jadid.

Defending league champion Al-Ku-
wait Club faced goalkeeper challenges
due to an injury to Hassan Safar. As
a solution, they brought in Mohamed
Boyabes from Burgan. Additionally,
Burgan signed orange professional Se-
medo after parting ways with Egyptian
Mostafa Bashir.

Fahd Al-Anzi, Director of Hand-
ball at Al-Sahel Club, emphasized the
management’s commitment to infus-

Mohammed Al-Awad receiving Nicola
and Rabek.

ing new talent into the team. The club
aims to strike a balance between expe-
rienced players and promising young-
sters, with a focus on building a com-
petitive team for the present and future
handball competitions.

The upcoming 2023-2024 season’s
league format will feature a merger
system involving 14 clubs. Notably,
Al-Jahra and Al-Shabab withdrew for
this season. The teams will engage in a
single-round competition, with the top
six qualifying for a title showdown in
a two-division league. The remaining
teams will compete for positions from
seventh to fourteenth.

England’s captain Ben Stokes bowls during a practice session a day ahead
their second cricket test match against India, in Visakhapatnam, India. (AP)

Duaij Al-Otaibi, Chairman of the Kuwait Shooting Sport Club with other officials.

KUNA photo

Barca get back on track

Depay’s late winner keeps Atletico third

MADRID, Feb 1, (AP): With
coach Xavi Hernandez still in
charge, Barcelona got back on
track with a 1-0 win over Os-
asuna in the Spanish league .

Young Brazil forward Vitor
Roque scored his first goal since
joining the club in Barcelona’s first
match since Xavi announced he
will leave at the end of the season.

Xavi had made the announcement af-
ter a 5-3 home loss to Villarreal at home
on Saturday, three days after Barcelona
had been eliminated 4-2 by Athletic Bil-
bao in the quarterfinals of the Copa del
Rey. He had hoped his announcement
would lower the stress and tension sur-
rounding both the team and himself.

“I made my decision to achieve this,
to get the team to react,” Xavi said. “I
knew that if the players could give an
extra 1 percent, they would. And the
fans were superb. We need unity.”

SOCCER

But Barcelona still struggled at home
against an opponent that played with 10
men from the 67th minute after defender
Unai Garcia was sent off with a second
yellow card for a foul on Vitor Roque,
who scored in the 63rd. The 18-year-old
forward, making his sixth appearance
after arriving from Brazil’s Atletico Par-
anaense this season, headed in a cross
by Jodo Cancelo about a minute after
coming off the bench.

The match was postponed from ear-
lier this month because of the teams’
participation in the Spanish Super Cup
in Saudi Arabia, where Real Madrid
beat Barcelona 4-1 in the final.

Osasuna, which qualified for the Su-
per Cup as the runner-up finisher in the
Copa del Rey last season, had won two
of its last three league games. It stayed
12th in the standings.

Barcelona forward Ferran Torres
had to be substituted seven minutes
into the match with a hamstring injury.

Atletico Madrid stayed in third
place, just ahead of Barcelona, after
a 2-1 win over Rayo Vallecano, with
Memphis Depay scoring a 90th-minute
winner at the Metropolitano stadium.

It was the fifth goal in five matches
for Depay, who had a goal disallowed
for offside in the 82nd.

Reinildo had given the hosts the
lead in the 35th with his first goal with
Atletico, and Rayo equalized with Al-
varo Garcfa in the 42nd.

“We didn’t play well but luckily
we got the result we needed,” Atletico

Barcelona’s Pedri (right), and Osasuna’s Lucas Torro fight for the ball during a Spanish La Liga soccer match be-
tween Barcelona and Osasuna at the Olimpic Lluis Companys stadium in Barcelona, Spain. (AP)

Al-Osaimi Dressage Championship starts

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 1: The Al-Osaimi
Horse Dressage Championship, known
is set to commence with sponsorship
from jockey Abdullah Al-Osaimi.

Equestrian Alaa Salem Al-Sultan, a
vital member of the organizing com-
mittee, highlighted the uniqueness of
this championship, marking it as the
inaugural tournament hosted in the
impressive Al-Osaimi stable. The fa-
cility, fully equipped and ready, aims
to become a hub for hosting future lo-
cal and international championships.
Al-Osaimi, a prominent supporter of
equestrian competitions and riders,
plays a pivotal role in encouraging
athletes to persevere in their eques-
trian journey.

Al-Sultan emphasized that dressage

Abdullah Al-Osaimi

holds a foundational role in equestri-
anism, focusing on imparting balance,
flexibility, and seamless transitions be-

tween speeds with minimal effort from
the rider while ensuring complete obe-
dience from the horse. Notably, dres-
sage garners substantial interest from
show jumping enthusiasts.

EQUESTRIAN

The  Al-Osaimi  Championship
stands as the fourth “Dressage” tour-
nament in this season. The organizing
committee, featuring Sheikha Fajr
Badr Al-Sabah, Alaa Salem Al-Sultan,
Abdullah Mishari Al-Awadhi, Nasiba
Al-Maousherji, Dana Bouresli, Abdul-
lah Al-Amer, and Amber Dean Heer,
orchestrates the event, ensuring its suc-
cess and smooth execution.

coach Diego Simeone said.

The victory extended Atletico’s un-
beaten run at home to 28 matches in all
competitions. Its last home defeat was
against Barcelona in January last year

in the Spanish league.

Rayo, sitting 13th in the standings,
hasn’t won in five straight matches
in all tournaments. It had lost 7-0 to
Atletico in their first league meeting

this season.

Rayo coach Francisco Rodriguez
complained of fouls against his players
in both of Atletico goals. He was sent
off for complaining in stoppage time.

Anderson back in team

After visa issues, Bashir set for England debut vs India

VISAKHAPATNAM, India, Feb 1,
(AP): England will debut 20-year-
old spinner Shoaib Bashir against
India in the second test starting
Friday, barely a week after he was
stranded at home without a visa to
come on the tour.

Bashir, a British Muslim of Paki-
stani heritage, was the only member
of England’s touring party to be sig-
nificantly delayed over his visa ap-
plication. That drew comment from
Prime Minister Rishi Sunak’s office
that it expects British citizens to be
treated fairly by India.

Bashir was grounded following a
training camp in Abu Dhabi while his
teammates transferred to Hyderabad
ahead of the first test, which was won
in extraordinary fashion by England
on Sunday. He had to return to Lon-
don and eventually received approv-
al, arriving in India last weekend. He

is in the team as a replacement for
Jack Leach, who has been ruled out
because of injury.

England captain Ben Stokes
brushed aside concerns that Bashir’s
preparations for the tour have been
affected, say-
ing Thursday:
“There’s no is-
sues for me that
he’s been away
from the group
for a period
of time, then
come back in
to make his de-
but. It’s not like
he’s forgotten
how to bowl.”

Bashir has taken just 10 first-class
wickets in six games at an average
of 67, while Leach’s absence means
England’s three specialist spinners

Bashir

have three caps between them - two
for Rehan Ahmed and one for Tom
Hartley.

At the other end of the age spec-
trum, 41-year-old seam bowler
James Anderson - England’s record
wicket-taker - also came into the side
for the match in Visakhapatnam, re-
placing Mark Wood.

CRICKET

Anderson will be the only pacer in
the team as he sets out on his 22nd
calendar year of international cricket,
and the first since the retirement of
long-time fellow fast bowler Stuart
Broad.

“It’s huge credit to him and lots
of people should look up to Jimmy
considering he is where he is at 41,”
Stokes said. “Bringing in Jimmy’s

experience, and the class that he has,
is great for us and I think it also goes
under the radar how good his record
in India is.

“Considering what Jimmy is
known for - the swing king and all
that - it just proves how good a bowl-
er he is. Taking nothing away from
Woody, we just feel like there’s a bit
more I can turn to him for.”

Already missing star batter Virat
Kohli because of personal reasons,
India said on Monday the team
would be without allrounder Ravin-
dra Jadeja (hamstring) and batter KL
Rahul (quadriceps) due to injuries
sustained in the first test.

Squad

England: Zak Crawley, Ben Duck-
ett, Ollie Pope, Joe Root, Jonny
Bairstow, Ben Stokes (captain), Ben
Foakes, Rehan Ahmed, Tom Hartley,
Shoaib Bashir, James Anderson.
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Brentford’s Keane Lewis-
Potter (right), challenges for
the ball with Tottenham’s
Oliver Skipp during the Eng-
lish Premier League soccer
match between Tottenham
Hotspur and Brentford at the
Tottenham Hotspur Stadium
in London. (AP)

Salwa Al-Sabhah Club emerges victorious in tournament

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 1: The Salwa Al-
Sabah Club’s women’s volleyball team
clinched the title at the recent friendly
tournament. The event, held under the
patronage and attendance of Sheikha
Naima Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah,
the Chairwoman of the Board of Di-
rectors of Salwa Club, witnessed the
Salwa team’s triumphant victory over
the Iraqi Akad Ankawa, the reigning
league champion in Iraq. The final
match ended with a decisive score of
three games to none (25-20, 25-16,
25-15). As a result, Salwa claimed the
first position, followed by Ankawa in
second place, and the Lebanese Byblos
team securing third place.

The tournament’s conclusion was
graced by the presence of the Salwa
Al-Sabah Club’s Board of Directors,
leaders of participating delegations,
and Abdullah Al-Ghurair, the Secre-
tary of the Volleyball Association.

VOLLEYBALL

Sheikha Naima extended her con-
gratulations to the Salwa players, as
well as the technical and administra-
tive staff, for their outstanding per-
formance and the acquisition of the
friendly championship title. She em-
phasized that this victory was the result
of diligent work and dedication from
both the players and the team manage-
ment. Furthermore, she acknowledged
the unwavering support of the club’s
board of directors in overcoming chal-
lenges and creating a conducive envi-
ronment for preparation and participa-
tion in tournaments.

Sheikha Naima highlighted the sig-
nificance of engaging with teams from
Iraq and Lebanon, foreseeing a positive
impact on the upcoming competitions,
particularly local ones. She expressed the
team’s ambition to not only stop at this
victory but to actively participate and
compete in future tournaments.

Munir Ishaq, the head of the Iraqi
Acad Ankawa delegation, expressed
sincere gratitude to Sheikha Naima Al-
Ahmad and the management of Salwa
Sports Club for the warm reception ex-
tended to the Ankawa delegation since
their arrival in Kuwait. He commended
the excellent organization of the tour-
nament and emphasized the team’s
admiration for the technical prowess
of the Salwa Al-Sabah players. Ishaq
concluded by stating his belief in the
team’s promising future in women’s
sports.

Eubanks replaces
injured Taylor Fritz

VILNIUS, Lithuania, Feb 1, (AP):
Chris Eubanks is replacing an injured
Taylor Fritz, who is the top-ranked
American man, in the lineup for the
United States against Ukraine in the
Davis Cup on Thursday.

The 32nd-ranked Eubanks, who
reached the quarterfinals at Wimble-
don last year, was scheduled to make
his first appearance in a Davis Cup
match against No. 498 Viacheslav Bie-
linskyi. The day’s other match: Sebas-
tian Korda of the U.S. against Oleksii
Krutykh.

Eubanks is from Atlanta and played
college tennis at Wake Forest.

Fritz, who is No. 9 in the rankings,
was ruled out because of an injured
right hip, the U.S. team announced
hours before the start of the best-of-
five-match series, which continues on
Friday. It is being held in Lithuania be-
cause of the ongoing war in Ukraine,
which began when Russia invaded in
February 2022.

The other matches in this round of
the men’s team tennis competition are
scheduled for Friday and Saturday, or
Saturday and Sunday. The latter days
include Lithuania hosting Georgia on
indoor hard courts at the same arena in
Vilnius as U.S.-Ukraine.

The 12 winners from this round
will advance to the 2024 Davis Cup
Finals, along with reigning cham-
pion Italy, 2023 runner-up Australia,
and wild-card entries Britain and
Spain.

Other matchups this week: Slovakia
at Serbia (which is without No. 1 No-
vak Djokovic); South Korea at Cana-
da; Belgium at Croatia; Germany at
Hungary; Switzerland at Netherlands;
Israel at Czech Republic; Portugal at
Finland; France at Taiwan; Kazakh-
stan at Argentina; Brazil at Sweden;
and Peru at Chile.

orts

Latest sports scores at — http://sports.arabtimesonline.com
Sheikha Naima congratulates volleyball team

Nottingham Forest active again

LONDON, Feb 1, (AP): Being under
the threat of a heavy English Premier
League sanction for overspending isn’t

ik

™ 4

WELCOME TO SALWA AL-SABAH CLUB

Sheikha Naima Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah crowns the Salwa team with the championship cup.

stopping Nottingham Forest from be-
ing active in the transfer market once
again.

Forest started deadline day in Eng-
land with the loan signing of 18-year-
old striker Rodrigo Ribeiro from Por-
tuguese club Sporting on Thursday in
a deal that could become permanent at
the end of the season.

On Wednesday, the club signed
United States midfielder Gio Reyna,
also on loan, for the rest of the season.

Along with Everton, Forest was
referred last month to an independent
commission for breaching the Premier
League’s profitability and sustain-
ability regulations. The clubs admit-
ted to sustaining
losses above the
permitted thresh-
old for the last
three seasons - a
maximum of 105
million  pounds
($133  million)
- and could be
punished with a
fine or a points
deduction.

Forest’s charge
came after a 2022-
23 season - its first in the league after a
23-year absence - when the club made an
unprecedented 21 offseason signings at a
cost of $160 million. It also spent heavily
in the second-tier Championship in a bid
to get promoted.

SOCCER

Ribeiro

Maybe that explains why Forest has
been settling for loan moves for young
players in this window. Reyna, who ar-
rived from Borussia Dortmund, is 21 while
Ribeiro is aged 18 and has already played
in the Champions League with Sporting.

Premier League clubs have been un-
usually quiet in this transfer window,
perhaps more careful with their spend-
ing in light of the charges against Ever-
ton and Forest.

Premier League ‘powers’ Liverpool and Man City
flash deep squads in hig wins to fire up title race

Spurs edge Brentford, move to 4th

LIVERPOOL, England,
Feb 1, (AP): Liverpool
and Manchester City look
primed and ready for an-
other heavyweight clash
for the Premier League
title.

Liverpool routed Chelsea 4-1 to
restore a five-point lead for Jiirgen
Klopp’s team atop the table before

going to third-placed Arsenal this
weekend.

SOCCER

City eased to a 3-1 win over Burnley
and moved up again to second, ahead
of Arsenal on goal difference, and hav-
ing played a game fewer than its two
rivals.

With their fourth straight wins, the
Premier League powers showcased
deep squads, fast-improving young
stars and, for City, the tentative return
of feared forward Erling Haaland after
nearly two months out injured.

Haaland came off the bench with
City comfortably in a three-goal
lead as Julidn Alvarez again stepped
up to lead the attack with two goals.
The second was created by Kevin De
Bruyne making his first start in the Pre-
mier League since August.

For Liverpool, Diogo Jota again
covered for the absence of Mohamed
Salah and opened the scoring early
against a poor Chelsea taking a pass
from the impressive Conor Bradley.

Bradley, an unheralded 20-year-old
right-back filling in for Trent Alexan-
der-Arnold, then scored his first goal
for the club before assisting again for
Dominik Szoboszlai to effectively seal
the win in the 65th.

Liverpool had the luxury of forward
Darwin Nufiez missing a first-half pen-
alty, one of a Premier League record
four times one player struck the frame
of the goal in a game.

Ee—

Yousef Abdullah Al-Baidan inspects the facility in the presence of Abdul
Aziz Ashour.

Liverpool’s Diogo Jota scores his side’s first goal during the English Pre-
mier League soccer match between Liverpool and Chelsea, at Anfield Sta-
dium, Liverpool, England. (AP)

Man City edged Liverpool in epic
duels for the title in 2019 and 2022,
and north London rivals Arsenal and
Tottenham are also currently in this

race.

Tottenham scored three goals in
eight second-half minutes to beat
Brentford 3-2 and rise to fourth, trail-

Al-Baidan inspects cutting-edge
sports ‘facility’ at Al-Arabi Club

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 1: Yousef
Abdullah Al-Baidan, the Director
General of the General Sports Au-
thority, conducted an inspection of
the indoor hall complex at Al-Arabi
Sports Club to assess the project’s
progress. His visit aimed to evalu-
ate the final stages of construction
and development after the hall’s
reconstruction, anticipating its offi-
cial opening and commencement of
activities. The General Director and
the Construction Sector team warm-
ly received him, along with Abdul
Aziz Ashour, Chairman of the Board
of Directors of the Arab Club.

The hall, recognized as one of the
most advanced covered sports facili-
ties, comprises a main hall with three

floors and international courts catering
to handball, basketball, and volley-
ball. Additionally, it features main and
auxiliary training halls, service rooms,
building control rooms, medical clin-
ics, lecture rooms, commentator cab-
ins, and VIP visitor parking.

Expressing his admiration, the Di-
rector General commended the suc-
cessful completion and execution
phases of the project.

The initiative is geared towards
enhancing the sports infrastructure
for clubs and federations at vari-
ous levels, aligning with Kuwait’s
preparation to host numerous tour-
naments on continental, Arab, and
international scales in the upcoming
period.

ing Liverpool by eight points.

Liverpool and Chelsea meet again in
the League Cup final on Feb. 25.

Maybe this time there will be a win-
ner at Wembley Stadium within 90
minutes after the teams on Wednesday
ended their streak of seven straight
draws in games between them for the
past 2/ years.

Two of those seven were the English
domestic cup finals in the 2021-22 sea-
son. Both the League Cup and FA Cup
finals ended 0-0 before Liverpool won
both penalty shootouts.

Just like two years ago, Liverpool is
aiming for an unprecedented quadru-
ple trophy sweep of each competition
it entered.

Also like two years ago, the Premier
League shapes up as the toughest to
win with three-time defending cham-
pion Man City starting another of its
mid-season surges. .

On the day he turned 24, Julidn Al-
varez scored twice in the first 22 min-

Injury scare for Sancho highlights role

DUESSELDORF, Germany, Feb 1,
(AP): For a while after he returned
to Borussia Dortmund, Jadon Sancho
shrugged off more than four months
without playing at Manchester United.

Sancho was back on the field for Dort-
mund two days after a move he said felt
like “coming home,” and he set up a goal.
He started the next two games, winning a
penalty against Cologne.

But that long lull finally seems to have

caught up with Sancho, who has been out
of training for much of this week with
what coach Edin Terzic said was a prob-
lem with his adductor muscle.

Sancho could miss Friday’s game at
Heidenheim. Terzic said it’s simply a
matter of being cautious, and so far Dort-
mund has given no indication it’s ex-
pected to be a longer-term injury. Terzic
linked the muscle problem to Sancho’s
long spell away from the first team at

United, saying it “is not surprising after
the long break that he had.”

SOCCER

A return to Germany has breathed
new life into Sancho’s career, bring-
ing back memories of when he was
considered one of English soccer’s
brightest young stars and worthy of

In Dortmund turnaround

a $100 million fee. He’s also helped
Dortmund revive its season.

Before Sancho arrived, the team was
winless in four Bundesliga games, its
domestic league form failing to match
bright Champions League group-stage
efforts. With Sancho, Dortmund has
three wins from three.

But this injury scare shows how
quickly he has become important to
Dortmund again and raises questions

about how fragile his and the club’s
turnarounds might be.

A 3-1 win over Bochum on Sunday
saw Dortmund overtake out-of-form
Leipzig for fourth place and return
to the Champions League qualifying
spots for the first time since Novem-
ber. One competitor for Sancho’s place
in the lineup, U.S. midfielder Gio Rey-
na, is heading out on loan to Notting-
ham Forest.

utes to set Manchester City on its way
to an easy win over Burnley. Rodri
extended the lead 30 seconds after the
second-half restart.

Alvarez now has six goals in his last
five games to help the English, European
and world champion manage the absence
through injury of Erling Haaland.

The Argentina forward’s scoring
run started with two goals in a 4-0 win
over Fluminense in the Club World
Cup final on Dec. 22.

That title success capped a week in
the Saudi Arabia sunshine that seemed
to reset City’s league campaign after a
run of dropped points because of un-
characteristically conceding late goals.

City has won six straight since com-
ing home from Jeddah and also now
has Haaland back in action. The Nor-
wegian, who has 19 goals in all com-
petitions this season, came on in the
71st minute after missing six Premier
League games and the Club World
Cup.

Haaland had shooting chances but
the only further goal was Ameen Al-
Dakhil’s consolation for Burnley in
stoppage time.

Tottenham cannot be counted out
just yet. Whatever Premier League
road that coach Ange Postecoglou’s
team takes, it should be one of the most
watchable on its journey.

After a poor first half at home to Brent-
ford, Tottenham burst into a 3-1 lead
within 11 minutes of the second half.

Destiny Udogie leveled in the 48th,
one minute before Brennan Johnson
scored the go-ahead goal. Richarlison
scored what proved the decisive goal
in the 56th.

ARAB ¢ TIMES

Editor-in-Chief

Editorial Office:

AHMED AL JARALLAH Airport Road, Shuwaikh

P.0. Box 2270, 13023 Safat, Kuwait E-mail: arabtimes@arabtimesonline.com E-mail: advt@arabtimesonline.com

Telephone: 24813566 & 24849144

Fax: 24818267

Advertising: Tel: 24813815
Fax: 24845708

Annual Subscriptions:

Individuals KD 45/- Companies and Official
Departments KD 75 Airmail charges extra for Fax: 24839487

overseas

Tel: 24849144



	AT01
	AT02
	AT03
	AT04
	AT05
	AT06
	AT07
	AT08
	AT09
	AT10
	AT11
	AT12
	AT13
	AT14
	AT15
	AT16

