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HH Sheikh Salem Al-Ali

No issues found
with certificates

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 12, (KUNA):
Acting Undersecretary of the Ministry
of Social Affairs, Dr. Khaled Al-Ajmi,
confirmed on Monday that the committee
responsible for reviewing the academic
certificates of the ministry’s employees
has completed its work. The committee
examined and verified the academic qual-
ifications of 3,019 out of 3,053 employ-
ees with secondary qualifications, finding
no issues. The remaining 34 employees
are being contacted by the Civil Service
Bureau to determine their legal status.
Dr. Al-Ajmi told Kuwait News Agency
(KUNA) that this review is in line with
the Cabinet’s decision to verify all uni-
versity certificates of citizens and resi-
dents working in the government sector

Continued on Page 5

Probe panel freezes
funds of former PM

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 12: The investiga-
tion committee responsible for the trial of
ministers has issued a significant decision
to seize the cash, movable assets, and real
estate properties belonging to 11 individ-
uals, including a former prime minister,
a former minister of defense, a former
minister of interior, and also a company,
reports Al-Seyassah daily.

Continued on Page 5

KNG Chief Sheikh Salem Al-Ali passes away: Amiri Diwan

Kuwait ups emergency
preparedness strategy

US sub, carrier enhance Mideast presence

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 12,
(KUNA): The Amiri Diwan an-
nounced on Monday that Chief
of the Kuwait National Guard
(KNG) His Highness Sheikh
Salem Al-Ali Al-Salem Al-
Mubarak Al-Sabah passed away.

The Deputy Commander
of the Kuwait National Guard
(KNG) Sheikh Faisal Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Sabah, along with the
National Guard Undersecretary
Lieutenant General Hashem Al-
Rifai, and others mourned the de-
mise of the head of the KNG His
Highness Sheikh Salem Al-Ali
Al-Salem Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah.

First Deputy Prime Minister, De-
fense and Interior Minister Sheikh
Fahad Yousuf Saud Al-Sabah has
extended, on Monday, heartfelt
condolences to the political leader-
ship of Kuwait on the passing away
of His Highness Sheikh Salem Al-
Ali Al-Sabah, Chief of the Kuwait
National Guard.

In a statement, the Ministry of
Defense conveyed Sheikh Fahad
Yousuf Al-Sabah’s prayers for
Sheikh Salem Al-Ali Al-Sabah
and his sincere sympathies with

His Highness the Amir, Supreme
Commander of the Armed Forces
Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah, His Highness
the Crown Prince Sheikh Sabah
Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, and
the entire Al-Sabah family.

In a press statement, the Na-
tional Guard expressed deep
pride and respect for Sheikh
Salem Al-Ali Al-Sabah’s dis-
tinguished contributions to the
establishment of the Kuwait Na-
tional Guard and offered heartfelt
sentiments and prayers.

Kuwait lost on Monday a pa-
triarch of the Al-Sabah Family,
Chief of the National Guard, His
Highness Sheikh Salem Al-Ali
Al-Sabah who passed away at
the age of 98, after spending long
years in the service of his country.

Throughout his career, Sheikh
Salem occupied a number of sig-
nificant official and honorary po-
sitions, alongside an abundance
of charitable projects and societal
endeavors inside and outside of
the country.

Continued on Page 5

Spotlight on new trends
in cash cleansing, fraud

By Najeh Bilal
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 12: Re-
cent statements by Deputy Prime
Minister, Minister of Defense,
and Interior Sheikh Fahad Al-
Yousef have reinvigorated ef-
forts to address the growing issue
of money laundering in Kuwait.
Experts and legal professionals
view these remarks as a signifi-
cant step toward curbing finan-
cial crimes that threaten both so-
ciety and the national economy.
In an exclusive investiga-
tion by Al-Seyassah daily, legal
experts highlighted the emerg-
ing trends in money laundering,
particularly the use of bank links
to deceive victims. These links
often involve fictitious employ-
ment schemes or similar tactics

to launder illicit funds.
Lawyer Jarrah Mubarak Al-
Wawan praised Sheikh Fahad

Continued on Page 5

Day hy Day

THE supplications of the op-
pressed are always heard, as
is recognized across all reli-
gious traditions. Sometimes,
the answer to these prayers
may be delayed, unfolding in
due time for reasons under-
stood only by those who do
not oppress others.

.. Yet tomorrow is another
day.

Zahed Matar

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 12, (Agencies): The
Ministry of Health (MoH), under the direc-
tive of its Undersecretary, has established an
emergency committee within hospitals to re-
view and update the comprehensive plans de-

signed to address potential emergencies and

crises facing the country.

The committee is led by the Chief of Medical Staff, with
the Hospital Director serving as the Vice-Chair.

The committee’s rapporteur is the Head of the Emergency
Department. Other members include the heads of clinical and
diagnostic departments, the Dep-
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HH the PM Sheikh Ahmad Abdullah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah meets the Omani Ambassador
to Kuwait Dr. Saleh Al-Kharousi.

PM receives Oman envoy

His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh
Ahmad Abdullah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah re-
ceived, Monday, at Bayan Palace Ambas-
sador of the Sultanate of Oman to Kuwait

Dr. Saleh Al-Kharousi.

Head of the Prime Minister’'s Diwan
Abdulaziz Dakhil Al-Dakhil attended the
meeting. (KUNA)

uty Director for Administrative
Affairs, the Head of Pharmaceu-
tical Services, the Chief Nursing
Officer, the Head of Engineering
Affairs, the Regional Ambulance
Commander, a representative
from the Quality and Accredi-
tation Department, the Head of
Medical Records, the Head of In-
fection Prevention, and the Head
of Nutrition and Catering.

Meanwhile, U.S. Defense Sec-
retary Lloyd Austin has ordered
a guided missile submarine to
the Middle East and is telling the
USS Abraham Lincoln aircraft
carrier strike group to sail more
quickly to the area, the Defense
Department said Sunday.

The moves come as the U.S.
and other allies push for Israel
and Hamas to achieve a cease-
fire agreement that could help
calm soaring tensions in the re-
gion following the assassination
of Hamas political leader Ismail
Haniyeh in Tehran and a senior
Hezbollah commander in Beirut.

Officials have been on the
lookout for retaliatory strikes by
both Iran and Hezbollah for the
killings, and the U.S. has been
beefing up its presence in the re-
gion.

Continued on Page 5
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It is with deep sadness and a heavy heart that
Zain Group
mourns the passing of the Patriarch of Al-Sabah Family,
Chief of the National Guard, His Highness
Sheikh Salem Al-Ali Al-Sabah

may he rest in peace.

We extend our deepest condolences and sincerest

sympathy to His Highness the Amir of the State of Kuwait
Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah

to His Highness the Crown Prince

Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Sabah

and to the entire Al-Sabah family.
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Prayer Timings
Fajr ........ 03:48 Asr.......... 15:28
Sunrise .. 05:14  Maghrib .. 18:32
Zohr....... 11:53 Isha ........ 19:55

Expected weather for next 24 hrs:

By Day: Very hot and relatively
humid over coastal areas with
light to moderate northwesterly
wind to northeasterly wind, with
speeds of 12-35 km/h.

By Night: Hot to rather hot
and relatively humid over coastal
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Weather
areas with light variable wind to
light to moderate northwesterly
wind, with speeds of 10-32 km/h
and some scattered clouds will

appear.
Station Max Exp  Min Rec
Kuwait City 49 36

BIOMETRIC/FINGERPRINT APPOINTMENT: https:/meta.e.gov.kw/En/

Kuwait Airport 48 32
Abdaly 48 31
Jahra 49 34
Salmiyah 44 36
Jal Aliyah 47 32
Nuwaisib 46 31
Wafra 48 30

Maryam stresses need for sufficient fitness to endure most conditions

Sultan ... Kuwaiti prolific globetrotter with 197 countries under her belt

By Arwa Al-Wugayan

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 12, (KUNA):
Globetrotter Maryam Sultan had
achieved an outstanding feat by trav-
eling around the world visiting 197
countries, a daunting task which sure
had many challenges, wonders, and
delights.

In an interview with KUNA on

Monday, Sultan provided her more
insight into her wondrous journeys
that saw her conclude her quest in
Uruguay last June.

She spoke about her experiences

and the difficulties faced on those
trips, one of them during a group-
climbing trip in Nepal, where a mem-
ber was fatigued and unable to con-
tinue, so a helicopter with the help

of the Saudi embassy extracted the
person.

She faced other risks including
being in countries where diseases
and epidemics were widespread, go-
ing to places that lacked security in
some areas, as well as experiencing
the ground shaking while climbing a
volcano in Ethiopia. She stressed the
need for sufficient fitness to endure

most conditions.

Sultan revealed that her passion
for traveling began in 2006 with a
group of friends, noting that in 2012
she turned to solo traveling, and her
passion amplified the want to visit
dangerous and remote places even if
they were countries suffering from
wars and epidemics.

She added that traveling alone

helped her discover different cul-
tures, as she was curious to know
more countries and taste local foods.

She said that she preferred coun-
tries such as North Korea, Afghani-
stan, Turkmenistan, Iran, Mada-
gascar and Mauritania that did not
have foreign involvement in their
culture.

She explained that during her trav-

els, she learned tolerance and accep-
tance to things that were culturally,
intellectually, and ideologically dif-
ferent, noting those differences must
be built on mutual respect.

Perhaps Sultan’s journey is one of
many shared around the globe, but
surely her achievement adds to the
inter-connectivity of humanity and
people all over the world.

DGCA overhauls trolley and
luggage handling at airport

Directorate faces employee backlash over shift allowance cuts

KUNA photo

FM Al-Yahya with Uzbekistan Minister of Foreign Affairs Saidov.
FM receives his Uzhekistan counterpart

Minister of Foreign Affairs Abdullah Al-
Yahya received Monday his Uzbekistan
counterpart Bakhtiyor Saidov and his

accompanying delegation, on the oc-
casion of their official visit to Kuwait.
(KUNA)

Salem Al-Ali ... the name is enough

By Sulaiman Abdulaziz Al-
Jarallah

Deputy Editor-in-Chief, the Arab
Times

HIS HIGHNESS Sheikh Salem Al-Ali,
aname that means a lot to Kuwait, is no
more. This man, great in his stances and
humble in his dealings with everyone,
is no more.

Yes, Kuwait has lost one of its great
men who dedi-
cated his life to | o
serving the coun-
try. I

He was a
wise man and
teacher to all,
known for his
steadfast princi-
ples, whose era
spanned the time
of the country’s
rulers since his
early childhood.
He learned from his elders and taught
those who were younger than him.

He also offered opinions with his
characteristic wisdom and provided a vi-
sion of what would benefit the country.

He presented effective advice to all
members of the ruling family, of which
he was the chief for many years.

His Highness the late Sheikh Salem
held various positions including leader-
ship positions, and served his country
with all his effort from the time he as-
sumed his first position in 1959.

He worked to establish departments
in the modern style of the time, and
continued this approach until he be-
came head of the National Guard. He
then transformed the National Guard
into a modern institution that was dedi-
cated to national security and provid-
ing humanitarian services.

From the start, the late Sheikh Salem
made his office a meeting place for all
Kuwaitis. Visitors were encouraged to
express their concerns, complaints, and
opinions, which he would then refer to
the leadership for resolution. Hence, his
weekly meetings became a true assem-

Al-Jarallah

bly of the people in every sense of the
word.

His Highness Sheikh Salem Al-Ali
was an institution of work and perse-
verance. He developed a deep sense
of humanity through his keenness to
listen to the public’s voice. This is
why he was so honored and loved by
the country and its people, as he was
a “shoulder to lean on” in good times
and bad. His absence has left a pro-
found void in the hearts of the people
of Kuwait.

From the moment he assumed the
role of head of the National Guard in
1967, the late Sheikh Salem was dedi-
cated to supporting the institution with
all the resources and personnel needed
to excel in their work.

Everyone was keen to learn from His
Highness, as this man was not just an
official, but a brother and father to them.

That is why the words of the re-
nowned tenth century poet Abu Tayeb
Al-Mutanabbi are true when he said,
“The spirit is willing but the flesh is
weak.”

This great soul, who is cherished for
his national vision, spared no effort for
the sake of Kuwait, which mourns for
him today.

Kuwait grieves the loss of a remark-
able man, a loyal patriot, a man who
was capable of dealing with challenges
and turning them into opportunities for
development, and a morale booster. His
wise candles of hope lit up the path in
times of darkness.

Kuwait has lost a dear man, a rare
and invaluable individual who thrived
through all stages and under the most
difficult circumstances due to his prag-
matic vision and steadfast faith in his
Lord, for the sake of his country, his
people, and his honorable family.

Among his many achievements was
the establishment of an Informatics
Award, because he realized that this is
an era of information innovation.

The passing of His Highness Sheikh
Salem Al-Ali is a profound loss, but
there is no one who can alter fate. May
Almighty Allah reward us and Kuwait
greatly for this national loss.

PAFN reports significant budget deficit

MoH acts to enhance medical services

By Marwa Al-Bahrawi
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 12: The Ministry of
Health is making strides in enhancing medi-
cal services with significant developments
at two key facilities.

Dr. Abdullah Al-Fars, Assistant Under-
secretary for Supporting Medical Services,
emphasized the need to address the chal-
lenges faced by the Physiotherapy Depart-
ment at the new Farwaniya Hospital.

During a field tour of the department, Dr.
Al-Fars underscored the importance of over-
coming these difficulties to ensure the high-
est quality of care for patients. This initiative
is part of the Ministry’s ongoing efforts to
improve healthcare services and boost per-
formance across various departments.

In another development, Dr. Ahmed
Asad, Assistant Undersecretary for Dental
Affairs, inaugurated the Children’s Night
Dental Emergency Clinic at the Jaber
Al-Ahmad Specialized Dental Center in
Mubarak Al-Kabeer Governorate.

The opening was attended by Coordina-
tion and Follow-up Supervisor Dr. Jaber
Taqi and Head of the Children’s Emer-
gency Unit Dr. Nasser Al-Mulaifi, marking

a significant step in providing specialized
dental care for children.
a a Q

PAFN shows budget deficit: The final
account for the Public Authority for Food
and Nutrition for the fiscal year 2023/2024
has disclosed a substantial budget deficit of
approximately 23.1 million dinars.

The authority’s total expenses reached
about 25 million dinars, while revenues were
only 1.9 million dinars. To address this short-
fall, Decree Law No. 88 of 2024, published in
the Official Gazette, stipulates that the deficit
will be covered by reallocating funds from the
budgets of various ministries and government
departments, specifically through the Ministry
of Finance’s general accounts.

Similarly, the final account of the Medi-
cal Liability Authority for the same fiscal
year revealed a budget deficit exceeding 2
million dinars.

Total expenses amounted to roughly 2.17
million dinars, against revenues of 138.1
thousand dinars. In response, Decree No. 69
of 2024 mandates that the deficit be covered
by drawing on the Ministry of Finance’s
general accounts, highlighting a need for ad-
ditional funding from government budgets.

By Mohammad Al-Misleh
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 12:
The Directorate General
of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
has issued a decision to
reorganize the trolley and
luggage handling service
for arriving and depart-

ing passengers.

As per the new decision, pas-
sengers can use a trolley for free
without involving a porter. If por-
ter service is required, a fee of
KD 1 will apply for a small trol-
ley and KD 2 for a large trolley.

According to informed sources,
this change aims to address the
dissatisfaction expressed by pas-
sengers about workers requesting
additional fees and transporting
their luggage in an uncivilized
manner. The new system includes
a dedicated employee and a coun-
ter for trolley and luggage han-
dling services, as well as a contact
number for complaints and inqui-
ries, to better serve travelers and
resolve issues efficiently.

Meanwhile, the sources re-
vealed that dozens of employees
at DGCA plan to submit griev-
ance letters in the coming days
concerning the administrative de-
cision to end the shift system for
certain employees.

They said these employees will
highlight in their grievances that
the withdrawal of allowances is
unfair and unjust, as it has led to
the suspension of financial allow-
ance of up to KD 300 for some job
grades.

The sources indicated that the af-
fected employees will request that
the decision be reconsidered and
canceled due to the significant fi-
nancial impact it has had on them.

They revealed that the decision
was based on a request from regu-
latory authorities, particularly the
State Audit Bureau, to suspend
shift allowance for certain em-
ployees effective September 1.

They explained that the nature
of some employees’ work is ad-
ministrative and does not align
with the technical work associated
with the shift system. Therefore,
these allowances may not be dis-
bursed to them, as per the regula-
tory authorities’ directive.

Major reforms eyed
in gasoline subsidies

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 12: Kuwait
is currently exploring proposals to
reform the subsidy system, particu-
larly focusing on gasoline prices,
reports Al-Rai daily.

According to ongoing studies, the
government is considering limiting
subsidies exclusively to Kuwaiti
citizens, potentially exempting ex-
patriates and companies from subsi-
dized gasoline prices.

The proposal under consideration
includes several scenarios, such as
partial or full liberalization of gaso-
line prices, which could result in sig-
nificant savings, potentially around
600 million dinars if gasoline is sold
at international prices.

The studies are part of a broader
government initiative aimed at ra-
tionalizing subsidies and directing
them to those deemed eligible.

However, no final decision has
been made yet. The Ministry of Fi-
nance is still evaluating various sce-
narios, and the final concepts will be
presented to the Council of Minis-
ters for approval.

One of the key proposals sug-
gests that subsidies could be lim-
ited to Kuwaiti citizens holding
driving licenses, but the exact
mechanism for this has not yet
been finalized.

If approved, expatriates and
companies might have to purchase
gasoline at international prices,
while the government may explore
alternative ways to compensate Ku-
waiti citizens for any potential price
increases.

Al-Seyassah photo

Al-Maziyed in a group photo taken during the visit to PAM shelter.

Al-Maziyed pays visit to PAM shelter center

Aseel Al-Maziyed, Director of
the Public Relations Department
and official spokesperson for the
Public Authority for Manpower,
announced that the Patients’ Aid
Fund Society recently organized
an inspection tour of the author-
ity’s shelter center, reports Al-
Seyassah daily.

The tour, which included mem-
bers of the Permanent Coordi-

nation Committee, was part of
efforts to enhance collaboration
between the authority and civil
society institutions and public
benefit associations.

The purpose of the visit was
to review the processes for re-
ceiving workers, understand the
roles of public benefit associa-
tions and government agencies
at the center, and assess the

services provided to female
workers.

These services include health,
psychological, and legal support,
as well as the daily activities of
the residents.

During the visit, the Patients’
Aid Fund Association had their
inquiries addressed and received
detailed information about the
center’s operations.

PAM keen to facilitate hiring of Ethiopian domestics

Kuwait, Sudan discuss cooperation in healthcare

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 12: The
Undersecretary of the Ministry of
Health, Dr. Abdulrahman Al-Mu-
tairi, recently met with the Ambas-
sador of the Republic of Sudan to
Kuwait, Awad Al-Karim Balah, to
discuss ways to enhance coopera-
tion between the two countries in the
health sector, reports Al-Seyassah
daily.

The meeting, which was also at-
tended by Dr. Hisham Kalander, As-
sistant Undersecretary for External
Health Services Affairs, focused on
strengthening bilateral relations and
sharing expertise to improve health-
care outcomes in both nations.

During the discussion, the Su-
danese ambassador expressed his
gratitude to the minister of health
for his participation and valuable
contributions at the World Health
Organization’s Eastern Mediterra-
nean Region meeting.

He emphasized the important
role that Kuwait plays in fostering
regional and international health co-
operation.

Q a Q

PAM Ilures Ethiopian workers:
The Public Authority for Manpower
has announced its commitment to
facilitating the employment of Ethi-
opian workers to Kuwait, reports
Al-Seyassah daily.

This initiative aims to enhance
cooperation with the Ethiopian Em-
bassy and streamline the process of
bringing Ethiopian workers to Ku-
wait, ensuring they benefit from the
protection and advantages offered
by Kuwaiti Labor Law.

The announcement followed a
meeting between Musaed Al-Mutai-
ri, Acting Deputy Director General
for Labor Affairs at the authority, and
Saeed Mohammed Jibril, the Ambas-
sador of the Republic of Ethiopia,

Al-Seyassah photo

Kuwait and Sudan officials pose for a photo after the meeting.

along with his delegation.

The discussion focused on
strengthening collaboration between
the two countries in recruiting local
and domestic workers.

Al-Mutairi assured that all em-
ployees of the authority are ready to
work with government agencies and
diplomatic missions to support Ku-

Al-Seyassah photo
Al-Mutairi receives Ethiopian Ambassador Jibril.

wait’s development and humanitar-
ian objectives.

The Ethiopian ambassador ex-
pressed his appreciation for the
authority’s efforts and support for
Ethiopian workers in Kuwait. He
also highlighted the ongoing efforts
to enhance bilateral relations in a
way that benefits both nations.

200 vehicles and motorcycles impounded

Traffic police issues 63,000 citations; tackles 1,351 accidents

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 12: The
General Traffic and Rescue Po-
lice departments at the Interior
Ministry’s ~ Operations ~ Sector,
headed by Major General Yousef
Al-Khaddah, issued almost 63,000
traffic violation citations last week,
reports Al-Anba daily.

The daily obtained a copy of the
weekly statistics covering the peri-
od from Aug 3-9, showing that the
General Traffic Department (GTD)
personnel issued 50,175 citations
for various traffic violations; while

the Rescue Police Department per-
sonnel issued 12,000 similar cita-
tions. It also confirmed that 1,351
accidents were reported within
the same period; including 209
accidents that resulted in injuries
or deaths and the accidents which
caused material losses reached
1,142.

In addition, 182 vehicles and
18 motorcycles were impounded,
71 violators were detained at the
Traffic Police Station and 32 juve-
niles were detained in preparation

for referring them to the Traffic
Court.

The Operations Sector issued 105
traffic violation citations and the
highway patrols issued 8,888 simi-
lar citations. The Capital traffic of-
ficers issued the highest number of
violation citations with 16,049; fol-
lowed by their counterparts in Ha-
wally with 8,180; Farwaniya with
5,158; Mubarak Al-Kabeer with
4,340; Ahmadi with 3,041 and Jahra
with 3,636; in addition to the GTD
officers with 712.
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A DIGEST OF PUBLIC OPINION

‘Evolving Kuwaiti diplomacy

“THE late Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad,
as Minister of Foreign Affairs, adhered
to the principles that emerged from the
crisis of Abdul Karim Qasim’s claims
that Kuwait was subordinate to Iraq,”
columnist, former permanent envoy of
the State of Kuwait to the United Na-
tions (UN), the former Gulf Coopera-
tion Council (GCC) secretary general
Abdullah Bishara wrote for Al-Qabas
daily.

“These principles form the founda-
tion of Kuwaiti diplomacy, emerging
from extensive consultations between
Kuwait, Cairo, Saudi Arabia, and the
Arab League. Central to these princi-
ples is the goal of strengthening Ku-
wait’s political and diplomatic ties with
the Arab League and aligning with
the League’s decisions, particularly
the July 22, 1961,
resolution that ac-
cepted Kuwait as a
member.

“At its core,
these  principles
affirm Kuwait
as an Arab state,
safeguarded by the
commitments  of
the Arab League
and supported
by broader Arab
consensus  against
Iraq’s claims. Kuwait’s security is thus
seen as inseparable from collective
Arab security, emphasizing that Kuwait
should refrain from forming alliances
with major powers and instead remain
firmly within the Arab sphere.

“The Kuwaiti leadership recognized
the Arab League as the protector of
its independence, the guarantor of its
sovereignty, and the ultimate author-
ity on its security. This understanding
prompted Kuwait to develop a multi-
faceted relationship with the League,
encompassing political, economic, and
developmental collaboration, with a
particular focus on preserving Kuwaiti
identity, which the Arab League has be-
come central to.

“Kuwait demonstrated this unique
relationship by consistently adhering to
the League’s decisions across various
domains and affirming its support for
these decisions, especially in political,
developmental, and defense matters.

“Additionally, Kuwait welcomed di-
verse Arab communities, embracing the
slogan ‘Kuwait, the Land of the Arabs’.

“Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad remained
steadfast in his commitments, honored
his promises, and took it upon himself
to help heal the divisions within the
Arab League caused by intra-Arab con-
flicts.

“The late Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
was a devoted advocate for the Arab
League’s causes, tirelessly traveling
across the Arab world, visiting Arab
capitals, and embodying the sincerity
of Kuwait’s intentions in his efforts to
build bridges between these nations.
His actions were driven by a deep belief
in Arab solidarity, a shared destiny, and
the importance of fostering understand-
ing among Arab peoples.

“During his travels between 1964
and 1971, I had the privilege of ac-
companying him as his office manager.
I witnessed firsthand his unwavering
conviction that the strength of Arab
relations and the depth of mutual trust
were the most reliable safeguards for
Kuwait’s security, especially after Ku-
wait embraced the Arab League’s deci-
sion and committed itself as a faithful
member to upholding the principles
that came with its membership.

“The sharp conflict between Saudi
Arabia and Egypt over Yemen was one
of the most complex crises and posed
a significant threat to the cohesion of
joint Arab action. This confrontation
between two of the most influential
Arab capitals presented a grave chal-
lenge.

“Sheikh Sabah viewed Kuwait’s role
in addressing this conflict as a crucial
responsibility, recognizing it as the
greatest threat to the Arab League and
a dangerous factor for division among
the Arabs. With this understanding, he
actively engaged in diplomacy, particu-
larly focusing on Riyadh, Jeddah, and
Cairo. Kuwait also hosted quiet meet-
ings with representatives from both
countries, though these efforts did not
lead to any breakthroughs that might
have offered a glimmer of hope.

“Undeterred by the lack of progress,
Sheikh Sabah’s commitment to the
Arab League and Arab unity remained
strong. He continued to demonstrate
his resolve by heading the Arab Seven-
Party Committee on Lebanon, despite
the limited response from various Arab
parties to his reconciliation efforts.

“Unfortunately, the dominant influ-
ence of national interests, often referred
to as ‘Qatari interests’ overshadowed
his attempts, preventing the success of
his voluntary endeavors for peace.

“The calculations of benefits and
interests that obstructed Arab con-
sensus never wavered Sheikh Sabah
Al-Ahmad’s commitment to the cause
of joint Arab action. His unwavering
dedication led to his selection as the
head of the Arab Committee for the
Defense of Iraq. He answered this call
with conviction, working tirelessly to
defend Iraq’s position by mediating to
halt the conflict between Iraq and Iran.
Iran’s leadership, determined to topple
the Iraqi regime, eventually agreed to a
ceasefire in August 1988 after realizing
they could no longer sustain the war.

“In the aftermath of the war, Iraq’s
leadership turned its attention to Ku-
wait, initiating discussions about bor-
der demarcation under the pretense of
appreciating Kuwait’s steadfast support
during the conflict. In February 1990,
Sheikh Sabah traveled to Baghdad,
where Iraqi Minister Saadoun Ham-
madi presented a proposal that sought

Bishara

to undermine Kuwait’s sovereignty, ef-
fectively reducing it to a mere satellite
of Baghdad.

“Sheikh Sabah firmly rejected this
proposition, recognizing it as an affront
to Kuwait’s statehood and a blatant at-
tempt to dismantle its autonomy. He re-
sponded with a strong letter condemn-
ing Iraq’s stance, which was delivered
by undersecretary ambassador Sulei-
man Al-Shaheen.

“These developments were clear
warning signs of a brewing conspiracy
against Kuwait, which soon material-
ized in the form of an invasion. With-
out prior planning, I found myself in
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad’s car as we
headed to the Saudi border, driven by
his designated driver, accompanied by
the late Fahd Al-Hassawi and Sulei-
man Al-Mutawa, both of whom were
ministers in the last cabinet before the
invasion.

“During the entire journey Sheikh
Sabah remained silent, the gravity of
the situation weighing heavily on him.
The invasion was an unimaginable
shock to the Kuwaiti leadership, which
had engaged with Saddam Hussein’s
regime with the utmost sincerity, mak-
ing significant sacrifices and contribu-
tions.

“The pain intensified as the inva-
sion exposed not only an Arab con-
spiracy involving some who sided with
Saddam but also the inability of others
to condemn the invasion, with some
even choosing to remain absent, evad-
ing history’s judgment of their actions.

“However, this official Arab moral
decay and the betrayal by some pushed
Kuwait, its people, and its government
to confront the harsh realities of the
Arab world. In response, Kuwait be-
gan to look optimistically towards the
deliberations of the UN Security Coun-
cil, which represented the voice of the
global community.

“It was from this global forum that
the voice of human conscience rose, re-
sponding to the plight of the oppressed
and the subjugated. With the support
of the international community and
Gulf allies, Kuwait was liberated, and
from this global solidarity, Kuwait rec-
ognized the ongoing need for interna-
tional deterrence to curb the ambitions
of regional aggressors.

“This realization led to the adoption
of strategies with partners who share
mutual interests and who uphold the
global commitment to preserving the
safety and security of the Gulf -- an
acknowledgment of the Gulf’s unique
strategic importance in the global secu-
rity framework.

“This dramatic shift stemmed from
a deep-seated conviction among both
the leadership and the populace that the
threat to Kuwait was existential, not just
a media fabrication, and that it must be
addressed with the same mechanisms
the world employs to contain such dan-
gers -- namely, through deterrence.

“The painful experience of the in-
vasion gave rise to bilateral strategic
arrangements between Kuwait and
the United States, as well as between
Kuwait and Britain, which had been
aligned with Kuwait since 1899. Ku-
wait then embarked on a process of
adaptation, harmonizing itself with
these alliance arrangements and em-
phasizing the importance of con-
tinuous collective dialogue across
all channels, including the vitality of
comprehensive bilateral diplomacy
and ongoing consultations.

“In the late 1980s, Sultan Qaboos
of Oman visited the United States and
met with President George Bush. Dur-
ing their discussions, Bush praised the
strong relations between the Gulf Co-
operation Council (GCC) and Wash-
ington, but he also expressed concern
about Kuwait’s apparent lack of enthu-
siasm and engagement in maintaining
vital bilateral relations.

“Bush requested that this observa-
tion be communicated to Kuwait. At a
GCC meeting, Omani Foreign Minister
Yusuf bin Alawi conveyed this mes-
sage to me, though he hesitated to re-
lay it directly to Sheikh Sabah to avoid
causing embarrassment. I, however, did
inform Sheikh Sabah of Bush’s words.
This was in 1988, and it was the inva-
sion that ultimately led to a significant
shift in Kuwait’s approach, driven by
the pressing needs of the time.”

Also:

“We will not rush to make harsh judg-
ments on Sheikh Ahmed Al-Abdullah’s
government, as some others might. It’s
clear to everyone that three months is
not enough time to address the deep-
rooted issues in our political, social,
and administrative systems, which have
been caused by the misguided policies
of previous governments,” columnist
Abdul Latif Al-Duaij wrote for Al-
Jarida daily.

“These governments, in their at-
tempts to appease successful national
councils and avoid confrontation, al-
lowed themselves to be manipulated
by council members and ignored the
ongoing corruption practiced by repre-
sentatives in government agencies and
institutions.

“The current government does not
possess a magic wand or miraculous
remedies to instantly fix what has been
damaged by corruption, nor can it im-
mediately stop the irresponsible actions
of politicians and administrators that
have accumulated over the years and
even decades.

“However, the government does
have patience, careful consideration,
and a commitment to thoroughly re-
view previous policies and decisions.
By doing so, it aims to contain mistakes
and halt the decline and disorder that
have persisted for years.

— Compiled by PFX Fernandes
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navigating realities and challenges’

‘Mol’s building
92% complete’

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 12: The
General Department of Criminal
Evidences (GDCE) building pro-
ject, which is being executed by
the Ministry of Public Works for
the Ministry of Interior, is now 92
percent complete, reports Al-Anba
daily quoting informed sources.

They explained that the project,
which is critical for combating
and preventing crime, involves
the construction, maintenance and
furnishing of a state-of-the-art
facility. This building will serve
as a leading global laboratory for
collecting, testing, and recording
evidence in criminal cases using
the latest technologies.

The facility spans 30,000
square meters, with the build-
ing itself covering 47,965 square
meters. It consists of five floors,
including administrative offices,
a theater, and two basements with
parking lots and a shelter.

The project includes general
administration, criminal labora-
tories, crime scene management,
forensic medicine, anti-counter-
feiting, identity verification, auto-
mated search, quality control, re-

One of the food trucks being lifted on the Municipality’s trailer truck.

Municipality lifts 10 abandoned cars, 5 food trucks

search and development, training,
and support services.

The sources revealed that the
establishment of the new head-
quarters for the General Depart-

Al-Seyassah photo

The Public Relations Department of the Kuwait Mu-
nicipality reported that the Road Cleaning and Oc-
cupancy Department of the Jahra Governorate Mu-
nicipality branch during a tour of the area removed 10
abandoned and scrap cars and lifted 5 food trucks,

reports Al-Seyassah daily.

Moreover, four violations were issued to street ven-
dors, and 5 stickers were placed on neglected cars,
which will be removed after the legal grace period
expires.

ment of Criminal Evidences is
aimed to elevate its role from
merely collecting and preserv-
ing evidence to becoming a vital
organization for crime prevention
and investigation.

Iraq extradites to Kuwait Gulif
national over terror-tied cases

Ex-Public Prosecution officer given one-year sentence

By Jaher Al-Hamoud
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff and Agencies

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 12: The Misdemeanor
Court has sentenced a former Public Prosecu-
tion director and an official of the Sentences Ex-
ecution Department to a suspended jail term of
one-year.

The two defendants were referred to trial on charg-
es of leaking information related to ongoing cases and
sending them to a member of the National Assembly,
who in turn published it on his social media accounts.

It is worth noting that the Judicial Council decided to suspend
the Public Prosecution director from his position, lift his immu-
nity, and file a complaint against him.

a Q Q

Iraq extradites Gulf national to Kuwait: The Iraqi authori-
ties handed over to Kuwait a Gulf national wanted by law for
involvement in terrorism cases, reports Al-Anba daily.

A reliable source from the security sector told the daily that
the suspect was rumored to have been arrested at Abdally bor-
der; clarifying the suspect was not arrested at the border, but was
handed over to the Kuwaiti authorities in response to the extradi-
tion request that Kuwait sent to Iraq earlier.

The source elaborated that Kuwait previously sent a request
to extradite the suspect through the Interpol, since the Kuwaiti
authorities received a cable from the Iraqi authorities about the
suspect’s arrest. The source stated that the suspect will serve the
prison sentence imposed on him in Kuwait; then he will be extra-
dited to his country, where he was convicted in terrorism-related
cases in 2011.

g Q Q

Lawyer released on bail: The Court of First Instance has
granted bail of KD 1,000 with a travel ban to a lawyer who is
accused of smuggling through customs. He is one among the
defendants in the KD 120 million money laundering network.

Currently, 26 defendants remain in custody, including Kuwaiti
citizens, Arabs, and Asians, who are implicated in laundering
over KD 120 million.

The Public Prosecution has charged these individuals with
money laundering, based on reports from the Financial Investi-
gation Unit and State Security Department. They had formed a
criminal network to launder more than KD 120 million within a
short period, and illegally transfer and invest the funds in local
banking systems to conceal their source.

a aQ

Highest level of vigilance urged: Licutenant General Pilot
Bandar Al-Muzain, Chief of the General
Staff of the Army, underscored the criti-
cal importance of maintaining the highest
levels of readiness and vigilance within the
military, reports Al-Seyassah daily.
During his inspection of the Moham-
‘ med Al-Ahmad Naval Base and the 94th
=y

Saleh Al-Mohammad Mechanized Brigade
recently, he commended the efforts of the

“_‘-—' ] " Kuwaiti Army personnel.

e He also highlighted the ongoing need for
dedication and hard work to ensure the se-

curity and safety of the homeland.

a a Q

‘Do not post certain phrases on X’: The Criminal Court,
headed by Judge Khaled Al-Omara, has warned against posting
certain phrases to gain fame or increase the number of followers
among users of the X platform.

The court stressed in its ruling to acquit an X platform user identi-
fied only as, F. M., of broadcasting false news that fame should be
about good morals and knowledge. It emphasized the need to post
only the truth and anything good for other people, rather than us-
ing the platform for posting phrases or words that might put those
behind such posts under criminal accountability as per the State se-
curity laws in and outside the country.

It also pointed out there is no doubt that a person’s respect for
himself and others makes him a role model; particularly if he care-
fully chooses the best words and his way of posting everything good
for other people, instead of pursuing imitative fame based on a large
number of followers on his social media account.

a Qa Q

Fire to warehouse put out: The Public Relations and Me-
dia Department of the Directorate-General of Fire Department
(DGFD) put out fire to a warehouse in Amghara, reports Al-
Seyassah daily. The fire was extinguished without causing any
significant injuries or casualties. The prompt response of the fire
teams averted loss to life and property.

Al-Muzain

Indian embassy intervenes

‘Domestic worker’ finds himself
herding camels in Kuwait desert

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 12: An Indian
worker, identified as Rathod Namdev,
51, from Telangana
district in  India,
found himself in a
dire situation after
arriving in  Kuwait
under the promise of
a job as a domestic
worker, only to be
forced into herding
camels in the Kuwaiti
desert, reports Al-
Seyassah daily.
Desperate for help,

Municipality to fill up 145 vacant posts

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 12: Deputy Director
General for Financial and Administrative Af-
fairs at Kuwait Municipality Farhan Al-Ajmi
announced that the municipality will receive
applications from eligible candidates for 145

he recorded a video from his mobile phone
and sent it to A. R. R., the head of his dis-
trict back home in India, pleading for help.

The video quickly went viral across In-
dia, catching the attention of various media
outlets. This prompted the Indian Embassy
in Kuwait to intervene.

The embassy announced on the “X” ac-
count (formerly Twitter) that they had man-
aged to contact R.N., who revealed that he
was now in Saudi Arabia. The embassy is
coordinating with their counterparts in Saudi
Arabia to provide him with the necessary as-
sistance, with ongoing efforts to secure his
safe return to his home province.

Namdev

vacant supervisory positions, reports Al-An-
ba daily.

He stressed that those who meet the re-
quired conditions can submit their applica-
tions through the municipality’s website.
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PAHW pushes forward with
expanding housing projects

53 industrial plots completed in Wafra expansion

By Mohammad Al-Musleh
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 12: The Pub-
lic Authority for Housing Welfare
(PAHW) has achieved remarkable
progress in the South Saad Al-Abdul-
lah and South Sabah Al-Ahmad hous-
ing projects, in addition to the com-
pletion of 53 industrial plots in Wafra
expansion project.

Deputy Director General for Public Rela-
tions and Development Affairs and official
spokesperson of the authority Omar Al-Ru-
waih disclosed that the South Sabah Al-Ah-
mad Housing City project recorded a com-
pletion rate of 25.9 percent, while the South
Saad Al-Abdullah Housing City project re-
corded a completion rate of 3.2 percent.

Al-Ruwaih added the completion rate of the
first contract for East Sabah Al-Ahmad housing
project -- which consists of 1,184 housing units
-- reached 93 4 percent; while the second contract
reached 86.2 percent.

Regarding the public buildings, he said the au-
thority is currently working on 122 public build-
ings including 68 in Mutlaa City, one each in
Jaber Al-Ahmad City and South Khaitan, 14 in
Sabah Al-Ahmad City, and seven in East Sabah
Al-Ahmad City.

He affirmed that PAHW signed three construction
contracts; the first of which is to establish, complete
and maintain roads and infrastructure networks for
6,189 housing units for suburbs N4, N6 and N8 in
South Sabah Al-Ahmad housing project. He stated
the second contract is for the establishment, comple-
tion and maintenance of public buildings in suburbs
N1,N2,N3 and N4 in Mutlaa City.

He added five tenders were floated including
those related to the supply, installation and imple-
mentation of two main power stations with a volt-
age of 400/132/11 kV in South Saad Al-Abdullah
Housing City P. He said the number of citizens
who received ‘To Whom it May Concern’ certifi-
cates for the issuance of building permits in Mut-
laa City reached 27.454; while 3,236 certificates
were issued to owners of plots in South Abdullah
Al-Mubarak housing project and 1,392 to owners

KUNA photo

A file photo of Saad Al-Abdullah housing residential project.

CAPT overrules recommendation for
West Funaitees water station tender

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 12: The Central Agency
for Public Tenders has rejected the Ministry
of Electricity, Water, and Renewable Energy’s
recommendation to award the tender for es-
tablishing a new water filling station in West
Funaitees, reports Al-Jarida daily.

This station is intended to replace the ex-
isting one in the Mishref area. The proposed
contract, valued at 1.819 million dinars, was
set to be awarded to the company with the
fourth lowest bid that met the conditions and
specifications.

CAPT has now asked the top three bidders
-- those with the lowest bids -- to submit their
initial insurance within five working days.

Meanwhile, the Ministry’s Water Filling Sta-
tions Department aims to improve access to
fresh water by establishing new filling stations
in response to citizen needs and housing ex-
pansions.

The decision to relocate the Mishref station
to West Funaitees is part of a broader strat-
egy to enhance water distribution and ad-
dress complaints from the citizenry about the
current Mishref station. The Ministry’s plan
to relocate and establish a new filling station
remains a priority, and the rejection of the ten-
der recommendation may lead to a reevalua-
tion of the bidding process or further actions
to ensure the project’s completion.

of plots in South Khaitan project.

He confirmed that 45,344 services were provided
to 96,647 housing grant applicants in July; while the
number of electronic services provided in the same
month reached 29,139 and responding to 14,607 tel-

ephone calls and chatbot messages. He stated that
the total number of allocation requests for South
Saad Al-Abdullah housing project as of this month
reached 4,305; while the total number of plots dis-
tributed in the same project reached 16,643.

AUGUS

Room Promotion

albander

hotel & resort

Queen Cabana
(2 persons inclusive of breakfast)
per night.

BHD 57.173 net
Queen Cabana

(2 persons inclusive of breakfast)
per night.

BHD 65.000

2 Bedroom Chalet
(4 persons inclusive of breakfast)
per night.

BHD 128.000
2 Bedroom Chalet
(4 persons inclusive of breakfast)
per night.

BHD 145.000

17701201 - Ext. 351 |

Tel: +973

Promo period from 1 August to 31°* August 2024

Ermnail: reservation@albander.com

v.albandercom

Terms & conditions apply*

| @ @albanderhotelandresort

Misalignment with qualifications

Student association urges review of
psychology graduate appointments

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 12: The College of
Education Student Association has called
on the Civil Service Commission to re-
assess its recent decision regarding the
appointment of graduates from the col-
lege’s Psychology Department, reports
Al-Jarida daily.

The association is requesting that these
graduates be considered for positions as
psychology teachers in the Ministry of
Education, rather than being nominated
for roles as psychological researchers.

In a statement, the association ex-
pressed concern that the decision was
made without a thorough evaluation of
the Ministry’s needs, particularly the
requirement for psychology teachers in
schools.

The association noted that this new ap-
proach deviates from previous practices
where Psychology graduates were ap-
pointed as teachers in line with their aca-
demic qualifications.

The association criticized the Civil
Service Commission’s recent nomina-
tions, arguing that the role of psycho-
logical researcher does not align with the
educational background and training that
these graduates received.

They emphasized that the graduates
were prepared for teaching roles based on
their university education and that their
qualifications were specifically geared
toward teaching.

The association has urged the Minis-
try of Education to intervene and address
this issue, advocating for a review of the
nominations to ensure that graduates are
placed in positions that match their quali-
fications. They also called for coordina-
tion between the Ministry and the Civil

5,604 students accepted

into internal scholarship

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 12: The General Sec-
retariat of the Council of Private Univer-
sities has announced that it has accepted
5,604 male and female students into the
Ministry of Higher Education’s internal
scholarship program for the first semester
of the 2024/2025 academic year, reports Al-
Seyassah daily.

This decision has the blessings of Dr.
Adel Al-Adwani, the Minister of Educa-
tion and Minister of
Higher Education and
Scientific ~ Research,
and applies to students
holding a high school
diploma or its equiva-
lent.

Adel Al-Badr, the
Secretary-General — of
the Council, empha-
sized the importance
of accepted students
promptly visiting the
private universities and
colleges where they have been admitted.

He urged students to complete their ad-
mission and registration processes, includ-
ing the submission of their original high
school certificates, according to the dates
announced by each institution. Al-Badr
also highlighted the need for students to ad-
here to the regulations of the internal schol-
arship program to ensure smooth academic
progress throughout their studies.

Al-Adwani

Service Commission to rectify the situa-
tion and better meet the needs of both the
graduates and the educational sector.

MoE employees seek scholarships

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 12: The Ministry
of Education has announced it is receiv-
ing applications for scholarships to pursue
Master’s and Doctorate degrees at the Uni-
versity of the Arabian Gulf in Bahrain for
the 2024/2025 academic year, reports Al-
Seyassah daily.

This opportunity is available to Ministry
employees, the details and conditions of
which are outlined on the Ministry’s official
account.

The scholarships cover several special-
ized fields, including a PhD in Learning
Difficulties and Developmental Disabili-

ties, a Master’s in Learning Difficulties and
Developmental Disabilities (with speciali-
zations in learning difficulties, mental dis-
ability, and autism), a Master’s in Science
in Next Generation Computing (focusing
on artificial intelligence and formal meth-
ods for cybersecurity), and a Master’s in
Digital Education.

The Ministry is encouraging all eligible
employees interested in these scholarships
to submit their applications online within
the next two weeks. The deadline is August
29. Applications can be submitted through
the Ministry of Education’s official website.

Al-Adwani’s reform efforts continue

Education Minister refers third batch of
forged certificates to Public Prosecution

By Abdulrahman Al-Shemmari
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 12: Minister of
Education, Higher Education and Sci-
entific Research Dr. Adel Al-Adwani
on Monday referred the third batch
of forged scientific and medical cer-
tificates of the Education Ministry em-
ployees to the Public Prosecution.

This is a confirmation of the report
that the newspaper published exclu-
sively on July 26 under the title, “Edu-
cation refers the second batch of forged
certificates to the Public Prosecution.”

In a press statement Monday, the
Ministry of Education disclosed that
the third batch of forged certificates re-
ferred to the prosecution is part of on-
going efforts to strictly implement the
law to eliminate forged certificates in
line with the education minister’s com-
mitment to continue the reform process
and prevent violations.

It affirmed that Al-Adwani approved
the recommendations of the investi-
gation committee in the Ministry of
Education regarding the high school
certificates issued by Arab countries
and approved by the General Admin-
istration of Private Education to refer
the forged certificates to the prosecu-
tion, withdraw the equivalency of these
certificates, and address the concerned
authorities to correct the procedure.

It also asserted that this is one of
the firm steps taken by Al-Adwani to
ensure the integrity of the educational
system, maintain its credibility, uphold
the principles of honesty and justice,
and confront everything that threatens
the educational system.

It stressed the need for the competent
departments to verify the medical cer-
tificates submitted by employees and to
implement the administrative systems
and regulations in this regard by strictly
following the oversight and control rules,
while ensuring the highest level of trans-
parency and accountability in all sectors
and exposing violations or transgressions
in the work systems. It is noteworthy that
the competent sector in the ministry that
is responsible for authenticating second-
ary school certificates in and outside the
country formed three specialized teams
to assess all secondary school certificates
issued since 2000 till date in accordance
with the directives and direct follow up
of the minister.

Al-Rai photo
A young diver collecting oysters from
the sea bed.

Young divers embark
on promising journey

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 12: The 33rd Diving
Commemoration Trip, organized by the
Marine Heritage Committee at the Marine
Sports Club and held under the patronage
of His Highness the Amir Sheikh Mishaal
Al-Ahmad, began with great enthusiasm
from August 10 to 15 reports Al-Rai daily.
The young participants, including captains,
sailors, and mariners, commenced their div-
ing activities yesterday morning under the
guidance of trip advisor and renowned her-
itage historian Thamer Al-Sayyar.

Captain Hamed Al-Sayyar, the general su-
pervisor of the trip, reported that all diving
vessels reached the diving port safely, skill-
fully led by the young captains. This suc-
cessful start followed the “Dasha” ceremony,
which took place last Saturday morning. De-
spite high temperatures and humidity, the sea
conditions remained stable, and the young
divers were undeterred by the weather. They
tackled their tasks with remarkable energy
and determination, quickly adapting to the
environment as they progressed through
each stage, from departing the club’s coast
to arriving at the diving port in Al Khiran,
where the ships are anchored.

Al-Sayyar further shared that the actual
diving began at Herat (Al-Khiran), an area
rich in oysters. The young divers, driven by
enthusiasm and the knowledge gained from
a training camp held under challenging time
constraints, demonstrated their readiness
and skill. Although the initial catch was
modest, it was of high quality, aligning with
the trip’s primary objective of quality over
quantity. The diving activities will continue
until Wednesday, after which the ships will
return to the club’s coast in Salmiya. The
return journey will culminate in the “Qaf-
fal” ceremony at 5:30 pm on Thursday, cel-
ebrated with a large public gathering.

Awqaf launches inmate rehabilitation

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 12: The Ministry of
Awqaf and Islamic Affairs announced a
new initiative aimed at the rehabilitation
and integration of inmates in correctional
institutions, reports Al-Seyassah daily.

The Rehabilitation and Evaluation De-
partment has collaborated with the General
Department of Correctional Institutions at
the Ministry of Interior to develop a work

plan for workshops and incubators sched-
uled for September. These initiatives are
designed to correct inmate behavior and
facilitate job placement upon their release.

The ministry outlined plans to establish
agricultural and environmental reserves in
various prisons and enhance sports fields,
which are crucial for the psychological and
physical rehabilitation of inmates.
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PPP Projects Authority fuels Kuwait’s energy expansion

3 power plants set to generate 5,400 megawatts

By Mohammed Ghanem
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 12: A government
report revealed that the Public-Private
Partnership Projects Authority has ad-
opted three projects to build power plants
within the New Kuwait Vision through
partnership projects in the energy sector.
The report disclosed that the current three station
construction projects are North Zour Power and Water
Desalination Plant -- Phases II and III -- with the aim
of generating about 2,700 megawatts of power and de-
salinating 120 million gallons of water per day for the
Ministry of Electricity, Water and Renewable Energy;
indicating that a consulting body has been appointed

for the two projects.

The second project is Khairan Power and Water Distillation
Plant (Phase I) with the aim of generating about 1,800 mega-
watts of power and desalinating around 33 million imperial gal-
lons per day for the Ministry of Electricity, Water and Renew-

able Energy.

The total production of the plant is 5,400 megawatts. The first
phase will start soon and the rest will follow.

A total of five companies and alliances have been qualified for
the Khairan Phase I and North Zour Phases II and III projects.

The third project is the Dabdaba Power Plant and Shaqaya
Renewable Energy for the Ministry of Electricity, Water and Re-

newable Energy. A consultant has been appointed for this proj-
ect; which has a total production capacity of 4,500 megawatts of

renewable energy divided into four phases. The first phase will

have a capacity of 1,100 megawatts and the project qualification
documents have been prepared.

The report indicated that after the implementation of the three
projects and the completion of their trial operation; a company
will be established for each project in accordance with Law No.
116/2014, which stipulates the establishment of a public joint-
stock company for projects whose cost exceeds KD60 million in
partnership with the authority on behalf of citizens by 50 percent,
while the winning investor’s percentage may reach 44 percent and
the public entities are permitted to acquire six to 24 percent shares.

It affirmed that the authority established North Zour Power
and Water Company K.S.C.P.C in 2013 with the aim of devel-
oping and operating the first phase of the North Zour Power and
Water Generation Plant.

On Nov 29, 2019; 550 million shares were distributed to citi-
zens at arate of 127 percent in the first public subscription for an

independent water and electricity plant project in Kuwait (North

Zour I) -- equivalent to 50 percent of the company’s capital.
The report added that offering and implementing the three sta-

tion projects under the partnership system has many benefits; the

most important of which is reducing government spending and

financing, sharing risks with the private sector, using resources

more effectively, enhancing and accelerating economic growth,

and providing new job opportunities.

It also encourages the private sector to participate, innovate
and improve efficiency; in addition to achieving better value for
money in relation to the general agreement, as well as economic
diversification. In the case of Kuwait, it entails reducing the

Floods worsen humanitarian situation

KRCS reaffirms support for Sudan

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 12, (KUNA):
The Kuwait Red Crescent Soci-
ety (KRCS) reiterated on Monday
Kuwait’s dedication to humanitar-
ian support and international efforts
aimed at alleviating the suffering in
Sudan.

KRCS Deputy Chairman Anwar
Al-Hasawi told KUNA that the cur-
rent humanitarian situation, exacer-
bated by floods and heavy rains in
various states of Sudan, has led to
widespread displacement and severe
damage to property and buildings.

Al-Hasawi emphasized the ur-
gent need for intervention from
humanitarian organizations, un-

derlining that KRCS will persist
in its support
due to the dire
humanitar-
ian conditions,
which have
caused thou-
sands of deaths
and displaced
millions.
These relief
efforts are part
of Kuwait’s
broader role in
global  disaster
response, he ex-

Al-Hasawi

plained.

KRCS has worked with the Embas-
sy of Kuwait in Khartoum and the Su-
danese Red Crescent Society to quick-
ly deliver aid that addresses shortages
in essential supplies and offers crucial
necessities like food, medicine, and
shelter.

Kuwait was among the first to es-
tablish an air bridge to Sudan amidst
the ongoing conflicts, while sending
medical supplies, relief materials, and
setting up water and shelter projects,
Al-Hasawi pointed out.

Additionally, KRCS has launched
a fundraising campaign titled “Help
Sudan” to further support those in dire
conditions.

relative share of the gross domestic product of the oil sector, and
achieving a sustainable economy and better outputs than what

each team can achieve alone.

It confirmed that the authority is responsible for the financial
and technical evaluation of partnership projects in general; in-
cluding the three power generation stations of the Ministry of
Electricity, Water and Renewable Energy in order to ensure the

ects.

achievement of the financial and technical objectives of the proj-

This stems from the authority’s mission to evaluate distin-

guished investment opportunities through the application of
public-private partnership systems based on the best interna-
tional practices in a bid to achieve sustainable development and
improve the quality of public services.

KNG Chief

Continued from Page 1

He was born in 1926 in the Al-
Shuyoukh Neighborhood in the heart
of what is currently Kuwait City, and
began his tutelage at the hands of Al-
Mulla Hamada and Al-Mulla Marshad
Al-Sulieman as was the tradition at the
time.

Following this, Sheikh Salem en-
rolled in the first official school of
the country, Al-Mubarkiya, and after
which Al-Ahmadiya school, where he
received both scientific and literary
education.

In the early 50s and after oil rev-
enues began to accelerate development
in the country, Sheikh Salem joined
public service, as he headed a number
of projects that contributed to the con-
struction of the country and moderniz-
ing its lifestyle.

In the early stages of his career,
Sheikh Salem had been closely work-
ing with Sheikh Fahad Al-Salem Al-
Mubarak Al-Sabah, as he served as
his deputy when the latter was chief of
municipality and public works depart-
ments.

Sheikh Salem, in the year 1959,
headed the constructions council
tasked with development and planning
projects, as well as served as chief of
the public works department tasked
with executing these projects.

In the early 60s, Sheikh Salem took
over the position of Chief of Munici-
pal Council, laws of which at the time
stipulated that its speaker would be of
the ruling family.

In the aftermath of Kuwait’s inde-
pendence in 1961, Sheikh Salem be-
came a member of the constitutional
assembly, and contributed to the writ-
ing of the constitution.

He occupied position of Minister
of Public Works in the country’s first
formed government following inde-
pendence, during the reign of late
Sheikh Abdullah Al-Salem Al-Sabah.

He continued serving as Public
Works Minister until 1964, and was
also first granted his first honorary po-
sition in 1963 as head of Kuwaiti En-
gineering Society.

Crowning his long career, in the year
1967, Sheikh Salem became Chief of
Kuwait National Guard, establishing
it as a vital national entity responsible
for the safety, security and stability of
the country.

During his presidency, Sheikh Sa-
lem was intent on supporting the army
in defense of the country, against all
who attempt to violate its borders, as
well as cooperate with police force in
safekeeping stability, and protecting
the frontlines against all threats.

Sheikh Salem also handled a num-
ber of notable security and military
positions, including member of higher
defense council since 1969, and mem-
ber of national Security Council since
2005.

In appreciation of his devotion and
service to the country’s late Amir
Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah issued a decree bestowing title
of His Highness upon him.

The late Sheikh Salem was also
known for his contribution to humani-
tarian and social projects including his
donation of KD 100 million in the year
2007 for citizens in need, and parents
of martyrs as well as KD 10 million for
families of martyrs.

In the year 2000, he launched the
Sheikh Salem Al-Ali Informatics
Award, an exemplary activity on lo-
cal and regional levels, aiming to raise
awareness, and encourage talents.

Sheikh Salem also had a special in-
terest in nature, as he was enamored
with both the desert, hunting trips, and
nautical activities.

GCC Secretary General

Secretary General of the Gulf Co-
operation Council (GCC) Jassem Al-
Budaiwi expressed Monday his sincere
condolences to His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah and Al-Sabah Family for the
passing away of the commander of the
Kuwait National Guard His Highness
Sheikh Salem Al-Ali Al-Salem Al-
Mubarak Al-Sabah.

The Secretary-General said that
the deceased was one of the men who
built the modern State of Kuwait, and
a well-known symbol of giving and
charity in Kuwait and abroad, and he
made significant achievements and
contributions in serving his country
and people, leaving clear imprints on
the path of development and charitable
work in Kuwait.

Al-Budaiwi prayed to Allah the Al-
mighty to bestow His boundless mercy
and forgiveness upon the deceased,
and to grant his family strength, pa-
tience, and solace during this time of
mourning.

Italian Ambassador’s message

The Ambassador of Italy, H.E.
Lorenzo Morini, is deeply saddened
to learn of the death of His High-
ness Sheikh Salem Al-Ali Al-Salem
Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah, Chief of the
National Guard and extends his deep-
est condolences to his family and the
people of Kuwait.

His Highness was a friend of Italy
and a keen supporter of the deep and
longstanding partnership between our
two countries. We mourn his passing
and remember his significant contribu-
tions to the development and progress
of his country.

British envoy’s message

I was deeply saddened to hear of the
passing of Sheikh Salem Al-Ali Al-Sa-
bah, the Dean of the Al-Sabah Family.
Sheikh Salem Al-Ali was a respected
leader and a pillar of the Kuwaiti com-
munity. His dedication to public ser-
vice, his unwavering commitment to the
welfare of his people, and his contribu-
tions to the nation will be remembered
with great respect and admiration.

On behalf of the British Govern-
ment, I would like to extend my heart-
felt condolences to His Highness the
Amir, the Al-Sabah family and the
people of Kuwait during this time of
loss. Our thoughts and prayers are with
you all, and I am confident that Sheikh
Salem Al-Ali’s legacy will continue to
inspire generations to come.

Ambassador Belinda Lewis

Indian envoy’s message

I convey my deepest condolences
to the Al Sabah family, the Govern-
ment and the people of Kuwait on the
passing away of His Highness Sheikh
Salem Al-Ali Al-Salem Al-Mubarak
Al-Sabah, the Chief of National Guard
of Kuwait and the oldest member of
the Al Sabah family. His sad demise
marks the departure of a prominent
leader of Kuwait.

Ambassador Dr. Adarsh
Swaika

French embassy message

It is with great sadness that we re-
ceived the news of the death of His
Highness Sheikh Salem Al-Ali Al-
Salem Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah, Chief of
the National Guard. In my name and in
the name of France, I extend my sin-
cere heartfelt condolences and sincere
sympathy to His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Meshaal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah and His Highness the Crown
Prince Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-
Sabah and to thehonorable ruling Al-
Sabah family and the Kuwaiti people
on the passing of their deceased.

Ambassador Claire Le Flecher

Mexican embhassy message

It is with deep sorrow and heartfelt
sympathy that I extend my condolenc-
es on behalf of the Government and
people of Mexico upon the passing of
His Highness Sheikh Salem Al-Ali Al-
Sabah, Chief of the Nationals Guard
and Dean of the Al-Sabah family.

His Highness Sheikh Salem Al-Ali
Al-Sabah was a towering figure in
Kuwait’s history, whose leadership
and dedication to the Kuwait National
Guard over six decades have left an
indelible mark on the nation. His wis-
dom, steadfastness, and commitment
to the security and prosperity of Ku-
wait will be remembered with great
respect and admiration.

During this time of profound grief,
we share in the sorrow of the Al-Sa-
bah family and the people of Kuwait.
Please accept our deepest condolences,
and may you find strength and solace
in the legacy of honor and service that
His Highness has bequeathed.

Ambassador Eduardo Patricio
Pena Haller

Hungarian embassy message

On behalf of the Embassy of Hun-
gary in Kuwait I extend my sincere
condolences to Kuwait on the passing
of His Highness Sheikh Salem Al-
Ali Al-Salem Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah,
Chief of the National Guard. His per-
severance and resolve helped in shap-
ing Kuwait’s National Guard as he was
the sole commander throughout the
Kuwait National Guard’s six-decade
history.

May his soul rest in eternal peace.

Ambassador Andras Szab6

Kuwait ups
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Maj. Gen. Pat Ryder, Pentagon press
secretary, said in a statement that Aus-
tin spoke with Israeli Defense Minister
Yoav Gallant earlier in the day, and
reiterated America’s commitment “to
take every possible step to defend Isra-
el and noted the strengthening of U.S.
military force posture and capabilities
throughout the Middle East in light of
escalating regional tensions.”

The Lincoln, which has been in the
Asia Pacific, had already been ordered
to the region to replace the USS Theo-
dore Roosevelt aircraft carrier strike
group, which is scheduled to begin
heading home from the Middle East.
Last week, Austin said the Lincoln
would arrive in the Central Command
area by the end of the month.

It wasn’t clear Sunday what his lat-
est order means, or how much more
quickly the Lincoln will steam to the
Middle East. The carrier has F-35
fighter jets aboard, along with the F/A-
18 fighter aircraft that are also on car-
riers.

Ryder also did not say how quickly
the USS Georgia guided missile sub-
marine would get to the region.

He said Austin and Gallant also dis-
cussed Israel’s military operations in
Gaza and the importance of mitigating
civilian harm.

The call comes a day after an Israeli
airstrike hit a school-turned-shelter in
Gaza early Saturday, killing at least 80
people and wounding nearly 50 oth-
ers, Palestinian health authorities said,
in one of the deadliest attacks of the
10-month Israel-Hamas war.

In another development, an um-
brella group of Iraqi Shi’ite militias
warned the United States on Monday
of “unlimited” retaliation if it attacks
Iraq or Iran.

The Iraqi Resistance Coordination
Committee (IRCC), representing the
Islamic Resistance in Iraq, stated it
would not be constrained by any re-
strictions if U.S. forces target Iraqi
personnel or use Iraqi airspace to strike
Iran.

This threat comes amid heightened
regional tensions, with Iran and its al-
lies pledging retaliation for the recent
killings of Hamas Politburo Chief Is-
mail Haniyeh in Tehran and Hezbollah
commander Fouad Shokor in Beirut,
both occurring in late July.

In response to the rising threat,
Washington said it is committed to de-
fending Israel in the event of a major
conflict and is sending “more troops
and military hardware to the Middle
East.”

The Iraqi resistance has been active-
ly opposing the U.S. military presence
in Iraq and has previously claimed re-
sponsibility for attacks on U.S. targets,
including a recent rocket strike on the
Ayn al-Asad Airbase in Anbar prov-
ince, which houses U.S. troops.

No issues
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who have obtained post-secondary
qualifications since 2000.

He added that the ministry’s certifi-
cate review committee completed its
work after eight months, using multi-
ple stages and legal frameworks to en-
sure the validity of qualifications. The
34 employees who are being contacted
by the Civil Service Bureau will have
their legal status determined based on
their academic certificates and qualifi-
cations.

Dr. Al-Ajmi explained that the com-
mittee utilized digital transformation
for receiving certificates through an
electronic code. This process involved
verifying the qualifications of the min-
istry’s employees, which were accred-
ited by the Foreign Ministry, Kuwaiti
consulates abroad, and the embassies
of the countries that issued the quali-
fications. The committee coordinated
with the Ministry of Education and
Higher Education to approve and
equate these qualifications according
to legal mechanisms and regulations.

Dr. Al-Ajmi stressed the importance
of combating fake and forged certifi-
cates and addressing corruption to pro-
tect public funds and employee rights.
He praised the efforts of the Commit-
tee for Reviewing and Examining Aca-
demic Certificates and Qualifications,
which included national legal and ad-
ministrative experts who performed
their duties effectively.

Probe panel
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This decision is related to the ongo-
ing “Army Fund 2” case, which in-
volves allegations of embezzlement in
military annexes.

The committee’s decision extends
beyond the primary individuals in-
volved, also targeting their first-degree
relatives and six other individuals ac-
cused in the same case.

The measures include freezing all
funds deposited in local and foreign
banks operating inside Kuwait, as well
as any securities or other assets held
in accounts with the Kuwait Stock
Exchange Company and the Kuwait
Clearing Company.

This freeze also applies to any future
deposits. The decision further prohib-
its those affected, along with their rep-
resentatives or heirs, from managing or
disposing of these assets.

Additionally, the committee has
ordered the seizure of real estate and
plots registered in the names of the in-
dividuals specified in the decision, pre-
venting any form of disposal of these
properties.

To oversee the management of these
seized assets, the committee has re-
quested the head of the Audit Bureau
to appoint an agent.

This agent will be responsible for
managing the seized funds under strict
guidelines and must report to the in-
vestigation committee every three
months until the case is resolved or the
seizure is lifted.

Moreover, the committee has direct-
ed the Chairman of the Board of Com-
missioners of the Capital Markets Au-
thority to implement the decision and
to provide evidence of its execution.

Spotlight on
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Al-Yousef’s commitment to deterring
money launderers, acknowledging
Kuwait’s current era of reform across
various sectors. Despite this progress,
Al-Wawan expressed concern over the
increasing number of money launder-
ing cases in recent years.

He explained that one of the latest
methods employed by money laun-
dering rings involves exploiting bank
links. For instance, an individual might
owe money to another and, upon re-
quest for repayment, direct the debtor
to transfer funds to a bank link. The
debtor later discovers that the link
belongs to a third party involved in
laundering money through such trans-
actions.

Al-Wawan emphasized the need for
heightened awareness regarding these
schemes, stressing that while tech-
nological advancements have greatly
benefited banking services, they have
also introduced new opportunities for
financial crime. He advocated for a
thorough review and amendment of the
money laundering laws to close exist-
ing loopholes and effectively combat
these sophisticated criminal practices.

He highlighted several fraudulent
tactics used by money launderers. He
explained that scammers often adver-
tise fake job opportunities, with each
link requiring a payment of 20 dinars
as a starting point to lure victims.
These fake job offers are typically pro-
moted through social media platforms,
serving as a cover for criminal activi-
ties.

Scammers use these offers to de-
ceive people into investing in non-
existent ventures or making financial
transactions on behalf of unknown en-
tities. These enticing job offers, often
promising high wages and easy work,
can lead to severe consequences for the
unsuspecting victims.

Al-Wawan noted that small ex-
change firms often engage in money
laundering by breaking down large
sums of money and transferring them
abroad.

To effectively combat these meth-
ods, he emphasized the need to amend
the Money Laundering Law No. 106
of 2013. This law currently has several
legal gaps, and money laundering syn-
dicates are adept at exploiting modern
technology for their activities.

He further explained that money
laundering gangs use various com-
munication methods, including phone
calls and digital platforms like email,
Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram, to
target victims. These gangs make en-
ticing offers to lure victims into traps.

Once the victims fall into these
traps, they are often instructed to open

KD 37K allocated to support refugees

Kuwaiti Society delivers aid to
Sudanese displaced by conflict

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 12, (KUNA): The
Kuwaiti Charitable Development So-
ciety announced on Monday that it has
distributed food and health aid to 1,000
displaced Sudanese in eastern Chad.
This assistance comes in response to the
dire humanitarian conditions caused by
the ongoing conflict in Sudan, which has
led to the displacement of families.

Dr. Mohammad Al-Rashidi, Direc-
tor of Humanitarian Work and supervi-
sor of aid implementation at the socie-
ty, told Kuwait News Agency (KUNA)
that the displaced Sudanese are facing
severe hardships. They lack basic hu-
manitarian services and infrastructure,
and there is a critical shortage of food,
medicine, water, and health supplies.

Al-Rashidi added that the Charitable
Development Society, in cooperation
with local partners in Chad, distributed re-
lief aid in the areas of Farshna and Adre in
eastern Chad. The aid included food sup-
plies covering the basic needs of families,
such as rice, oil, flour, and sugar, as well

as various medicines to treat malnutrition
and health issues related to mothers, and
types of disinfectants.

He pointed out that the Charitable
Development Society has allocated
about 37,000 Kuwaiti dinars (approxi-
mately 120,000 US dollars) for the
campaign. After distributing food and
medicine, the society plans to provide
tents for refugees. He noted that the
main challenges faced included ensur-
ing the protection and safe delivery of
donations amid widespread hunger and
intense conflicts, in coordination with
the Kuwaiti Ministries of Foreign Af-
fairs and other officials.

He explained that the association’s
work is a continuation of Kuwait’s
honorable tradition of humanitarian
giving, rescuing and relieving afflicted
peoples worldwide. He also expressed
gratitude to the charitable individuals
who contributed their money to sup-
port those in need during this challeng-
ing time of displacement.

KUNA photo
Sudanese displaced women in eastern Chad receive Kuwaiti aid.

bank accounts to process transactions
on behalf of these criminal networks.
After some time, the scammers disap-
pear, leaving the victims facing legal
consequences. In Kuwait, the Penal
Code addresses fraud and scam of-
fenses with strict penalties, including
imprisonment and substantial fines.

The Money Laundering Law No.
106 of 2013 prescribes severe penal-
ties, including imprisonment for up
to 10 years and hefty fines that can
amount to double the value of the il-
licit funds involved.

Al-Wawan concluded by stressing
the importance of raising awareness
about these fraudulent schemes. In-
dividuals should be cautious of job
offers that require the use of personal
bank accounts and report suspicions
of fraud or money laundering. Aware-
ness campaigns should focus on edu-
cating the public about the risks as-
sociated with bank links and money
laundering.

Manal Al-Kandari, former Sec-
retary-General of the Transparency
Association and a specialist in trans-
parency and integrity, supported the
recent statements by Al-Yousef.

She commended the Ministry of In-
terior’s proactive measures to protect
the country from financial crimes and
highlighted the need to educate young
entrepreneurs to avoid falling victim to
money laundering scams.

Al-Kandari warned about the mis-
use of social media, which plays a
significant role in the proliferation of
money laundering cases. Social me-
dia platforms have become a major
tool for deception and fraud. She cited
examples of global economic crimes,
including maritime piracy, where sto-
len gold was laundered and invested
through these criminal activities.

Al-Kandari noted that money laun-
dering techniques extend beyond
luxury goods and real estate. Launder-
ers may also purchase valuable items
like antiques and jewelry or invest in
numerous businesses, restaurants, and
resorts. These assets are often bought
at inflated prices, then resold at low-
er prices to conceal the origin of the
funds.

This practice not only undermines
the economy but also exacerbates so-
cial inequalities, as those with illicit
wealth can dominate the market, push-
ing legitimate businesses and individu-
als out.

Al-Kandari emphasized the need
for stricter laws and enforcement to
combat these practices. She called for
the activation of the “Where Did You
Get This From?’ law to protect Kuwait
from financial crimes that inflate infla-
tion rates and widen the gap between
different social classes.

Dr. Ahmad Salama, an expert in
psychology, highlighted the psycho-
logical impact of money laundering.
The visible disparity between those
who earn wealth through hard work
and those who acquire it through il-
licit means can lead to disillusionment
among honest, hardworking individu-
als.

Young, ambitious people may feel
discouraged when they see others who
achieve extreme wealth without fol-
lowing the same path of effort and in-
tegrity. Similarly, diligent employees
may experience frustration when they
see money launderers enjoying luxu-
rious lifestyles while they struggle to
make ends meet.

Moreover, Dr. Salama pointed out
a concerning correlation between
money laundering and the spread of
drug abuse. Drug dealers often launder
their proceeds to legitimize their gains,
thereby contributing to the drug prob-
lem in society.

He urged young people and dili-
gent workers to remember that earning
money lawfully is fundamental, and
that illicit money is ultimately worth-
less and fails to address real needs.

Khaled Mohammad, an expert in ad-
ministrative and information sciences,
discussed the various methods used in
money laundering. He identified the
theft of banking data and its misuse in
laundering operations as particularly
dangerous.

One method, he said, involves send-
ing bank links to individuals, who are
then asked to transfer funds to money
launderers’ accounts. These operations
often involve breaking down large
sums into smaller amounts to obscure
their origins. Mohammed also noted
the use of fictitious job offers to ma-
nipulate bank accounts and transac-
tions through exchange companies.

Recommendations for combating
money laundering include, strengthen-
ing anti-money laundering measures,
community awareness, avoiding sus-
picious links, reporting suspicious ac-
tivity, addressing wealth disparity and
monitoring currency markets.
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‘End unrest’

Russians urged to
flee Ukraine attack

KYIV, Ukraine, Aug 12, (AP): An official in the
Kursk border region of Russia on Monday urged more
residents to evacuate due to the “very tense situation”
in the area, where Russian forces are still scrambling
to respond to a surprise Ukrainian attack after almost
a week of fierce fighting.

Russia’s emergency authorities say more than
76,000 people have fled their homes in areas of Kursk,
where Ukrainian troops and armor poured across the
border on Aug 6, reportedly driving as deep as 30 kilo-
meters (19 miles) into Russia and sowing alarm.

The governor of the Belgorod region adjacent to
Kursk also announced the evacuation of people from a
district near the Ukrainian border, describing Monday
morning as “alarming” but giving no detail.

Ukrainian forces swiftly
rolled into the town of Sudzha
about 10 kilometers (6 miles)
over the border after launch-
ing the attack. They reportedly
still hold the western part of
the town, which is the site of
an important natural gas transit
station.

The Ukrainian operation
is taking place under tight se-
crecy, and its goals - especially
whether Kyiv’s forces aim to
hold territory or are staging hit-
and-run raids - remain unclear. The stunning maneu-
ver that caught the Kremlin’s forces unawares coun-
ters Russia’s unrelenting effort in recent months to
punch through Ukrainian defenses at selected points
along the front line in eastern Ukraine.

Russia has seen previous incursions into its terri-
tory during the nearly 2 1/2-year war, but the foray
into the Kursk region marked the largest attack on
its soil since World War II, embarrassing President
Vladimir Putin and constituting a milestone in the
hostilities. It is also the first time the Ukrainian army
has spearheaded an incursion rather than pro-Ukraine
Russian fighters.

Putin

Efforts

The advance has delivered a blow to Putin’s efforts
to pretend that life in Russia has largely remained un-
affected by the war. State propaganda has tried to play
down the attack, emphasizing the authorities’ efforts
to help residents of the region and seeking to distract
attention from the military’s failure to prepare for the
attack and quickly repel it.

Kursk residents recorded videos lamenting they had
to flee the border area, leaving behind their belong-
ings, and pleading with Putin for help. But Russia’s
state-controlled media kept a tight lid on any expres-
sion of discontent.

Retired Gen Andrei Gurulev, a member of the low-
er house of the Russian parliament, criticized the mili-
tary for failing to properly protect the border.

He noted that while the military has set up mine-
fields in the border region, it has failed to deploy
enough troops to block enemy raids.

“Regrettably, the group of forces protecting the bor-
der didn’t have its own intelligence assets,” he said
on his messaging app channel. “No one likes to see
the truth in reports, everybody just wants to hear that
all is good.”

Pasi Paroinen, an analyst with the Finland-based
Black Bird Group open-source intelligence agency,
which monitors the war, said the toughest phase of
Ukraine’s incursion is likely to begin now as Russian
reserves enter the fray.

He said that “if the Ukrainians are going to advance
any further from where they are now, it’s going to be
a tough battle, unlike the opening moments of this of-
fensive.”

Also:

LONDON: The people of Southport, England, came
together Sunday for the first of the funerals for three
girls killed during a dance class, remembering 9-year-
old Alice da Silva Aguiar’s radiant smile and call-
ing for an end to the unrest that has convulsed Britain
since the attack two weeks ago.

Hundreds of mourners packed St. Patrick’s Catho-
lic Church and spilled into the street outside, which
had been decorated with pink ribbons and balloons in
Alice’s honor. Chief Constable Serena Kennedy was
among them and she delivered the parents’ message
that no one should commit acts of violence in their
daughter’s name.

“I am ashamed and I'm so sorry that you had to
even consider this in the planning of the funeral of
your beautiful daughter, Alice,” said Kennedy, who
heads the Merseyside Police force, which covers the
area around Liverpool. “And I hope that anyone who
has taken part in the violent disorder on our streets
over the past 13 days is hanging their head in shame at
the pain that they have caused you, a grieving family.”

Far-right activists have used misinformation about
the attack at a Taylor Swift-themed dance class that
killed Alice as a pretext for anti-immigrant demon-
strations. They descended into riots and looting as
mobs attacked mosques, shops owned by immigrants
and hotels housing asylum-seekers. The disturbances
have been fueled by social media users who spread
misinformation about the suspect in the July 29 stab-
bing rampage.

a a Q

BELGRADE, Serhia: Serbia’s president Sunday ac-
cused demonstrators who opposed a lithium mining
project in the Balkan country of being part of a West-
ern-backed “hybrid” warfare against his government
and vowed to take strong legal action against those
protesters who have blocked railway and road traffic
in the capital a day earlier.

In one of the biggest protests in recent years, tens of
thousands took to the streets in the capital, Belgrade,
Saturday against lithium mining in Serbia, despite of-
ficials” warnings of their alleged plot to unseat popu-
list President Aleksandar Vuci¢ and his government.

Some of the protesters later blocked tracks at two
railway stations in the city, and briefly stopped traffic
on a major highway. Riot police early Sunday pushed
them out of the railway stations with their riot shields.

Interior Minister Ivica Dacic said 14 people have
been brought in for questioning. Police are working
to identify all the perpetrators who will face charges,
he said.

Vucic told reporters Sunday that although the main
protest was done democratically, the blockage of traf-
fic on the highway amounted to “terror of the minority
over the majority.”

“It is part of the hybrid approach” designed to top-
ple the government, Vucic told reporters. “We knew
everything in detail. You think you have surprised
someone... we have always been restrained, without
violence we ensured order in the country, without a
problem.”
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A car (lower left corner) catches fire during a wildfire in Varnavas, around 35 km from Athens, Greece, on Aug 11. Inset: Firefighters operate in Dioni, northeast of
Athens, Greece on Aug 12. (Xinhua/AP)

Maijor wildfire rages out of control on fringes of Greek capital; firefighters deployed

A major forest fire was raging out of control on the
northern fringes of the Greek capital Monday, trig-
gering numerous evacuation orders for Athens sub-
urbs and outlying areas as strong winds hampered
the efforts of hundreds of firefighters and dozens of

water-dropping planes.

The blaze that began Sunday afternoon was
racing through pine forests left tinder-dry by re-
peated heat waves this summer. June and July of

ter ever.

this year were the hottest months ever recorded
in Greece, which also recorded its warmest win-

Authorities were faced with “an exceptionally dan-
gerous fire, which we have been fighting for more
than 20 hours under dramatic circumstances,” Cli-
mate Crisis and Civil Protection Minister Vassilis
Kikilias said mid-morning Monday. The fire was
burning mainly on two separate fronts, with some

parts in particularly difficult to reach areas on a
mountain northeast of Athens, Kikilias said.

The fire department said 670 firefighters,

backed by 27 teams specially trained to tackle
wildfires and including more than 80 armed
forces personnel, were battling the flames. More
than 180 vehicles were deployed, while 17 water-
dropping planes and 15 helicopters were provid-
ing aerial support. (AP)

US Republican vice presidential nom-

inee Sen. JD Vance, R-Ohio, speaks

at a campaign event at Wollard Inter-

national on Aug 7 in Eau Claire, Wis-
cosin. (AP)

Alkire

America

2 shot to death in lowa: Two people
were shot and killed at a raceway in Iowa
just as a concert was about to begin, authori-
ties said Sunday.

The shooting happened Saturday night
at the 1-29 Speedway in Pacific Junction,
roughly 20 miles south of Omaha, Nebras-
ka. An outdoor concert at the venue was
about to begin when shots were fired in the
parking lot, the Iowa Department of Public
Safety said in an online press release.

The victims were identified as Marcus L.
Johnson, 28; and Charles A. Williams Jr,
27. Both were from Omaha, Nebraska.

The Mills County Sheriff’s Office is be-
ing assisted by the Iowa Division of Crimi-
nal Investigation, lowa State Patrol, Omaha
Police Department, and other law enforce-
ment agencies.

Authorities are asking anyone who has
information about the shooting to contact
the Mills County Sheriff’s Office. The in-
vestigation is ongoing. (AP)
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Md house explosion kills 2: Two peo-
ple were killed and 12 families displaced
after a Maryland house exploded Sunday
amid reports of a possible gas leak, fire of-
ficials said.

Neighbors described feeling and hear-
ing the early morning blast that damaged a
number of surrounding houses in Bel Air, a
town about about 30 miles (50 kilometers)
northeast of Baltimore.

Firefighters were called to the area around
6:40 a.m. for a report of a gas leak and an out-
door odor of gas, said Oliver Alkire, a master
deputy with the State Fire Marshal’s Office.
Alkire said that as firefighters were approach-
ing, they began receiving calls that the house
had exploded. First responders pronounced
one person dead at the scene, and a second
body was later found in the rubble. (AP)

g a

Fatal shootings jolt Denver: Four men
were fatally shot and a woman was hospital-

Politics

Dems launch 1st paid ad campaign for Harris-Walz ticket

Ohio Sen Vance hails Trump’s Fed idea

ATLANTA, Aug 12, (AP): US Re-
publican vice presidential nominee JD
Vance used a round of Sunday news
show appearances to disparage the
Democratic ticket and promote Donald
Trump’s record and second-term plans
and defend himself from criticism over
past remarks that have become a cam-
paign issue.

The Ohio senator, in a series of
taped interviews, said there was merit
to Trump’s suggestion that presidents
have more control of US monetary
policy and kept up the GOP line that
Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz, the Demo-
crats’ vice presidential candidate, had
exaggerated his military record.

Vance, who shadowed Vice Presi-
dent Kamala Harris and Walz during
their visits to several battleground
states last week, was quizzed about
abortion and his past comments about
American family life, among other
topics.

Some highlights from his appear-
ances:

Offer

Trump recently suggested that presi-
dents “should have at least a say” on
monetary policy set by the Federal
Reserve. He did not offer specific pro-
posals.

Curtailing the Fed’s independence
from political interference as it deter-
mines interest rates would be a fun-
damental change. Even as he tried to
argue that Trump said nothing about
taking “direct” control of rates, Vance
endorsed Trump’s general idea.

“President Trump is saying I think
something that’s really important and
actually profound, which is that the po-
litical leadership of this country should
have more say over the monetary
policy of this country,” Vance said.

ized with gunshot wounds during a spate of
weekend violence in the Denver suburb of
Commerce City. A person of interest in one
of the cases was later found dead of a self-

“I agree with him. That should funda-
mentally be a political decision. Agree
or disagree, we should have America’s
elected leaders having input about the
most important decisions confronting
our country.”

Bank of America CEO Brian
Moynihan questioned the wisdom of
such a major change. “I think if you
look around the world’s economies
and you see where Fed central banks
are independent and operate freely,” he
said, “they tend to fare better than the
ones that don’t.”

Active

Walz served 24 years in the Army
National Guard and was once de-
ployed to Europe, though never to an
active war zone. In a video from 2018,
he referred to carrying weapons “in
war.” The Harris campaign said last
week that Walz misspoke.

“Scandalous behavior,” said Vance,
a military veteran.

When it was noted that Trump
avoided Vietnam with dubious claims
of bone spurs, Vance said that “obvi-
ously a lot of people have reasons for
not serving. I criticize somebody for
embellishing their record, for lying,
saying, ‘I went to war.””

Transportation Secretary Pete But-
tigieg, a combat veteran and a top Har-
ris ally, said Republicans are circulat-
ing “the one time” that a long-serving
veteran “slipped up” talking about his
military service.

Vance dodged when asked about his
position on an upcoming Florida refer-
endum that would repeal Republican-
passed abortion restrictions and ensure
more access to abortion services.

Speaking broadly about states and
reproductive rights, Vance said Trump
“has said explicitly they’re going to

inflicted gunshot, police said Sunday.

Also in the Denver area over the week-
end, a person was fatally shot and three oth-
ers were injured during two separate alterca-

Eric Combs, Maverick Knight and Michelle Knight paddle away as they traverse

high water along Canisteo River Road in Canisteo, NY on Aug 9, after remnants

of Tropical Storm Debby swept through the area. The weather system previously

known as Hurricane Debby was not quite done with parts of the US on Aug 11 as

flood warnings remained in effect in North Carolina and thousands were without
power in New York, Ohio and Pennsylvania. (AP)

make this decision on a state-by-state
level.”

Vance struggled to clarify Trump’s
position on whether he would support
federal limits on the medical abortion
drug mifepristone.

Also:
WASHINGTON: With a solidified

presidential ticket stumping across
the country and a massive amount of
money to spend, the Democratic Party
is targeting seven critical battleground
states with paid advertising for US
Vice President Kamala Harris and
Minnesota Gov Tim Walz.

The Democratic National Committee
announced the Harris-Walz advertis-
ing push on Monday, which includes
more than 70 billboards across the key
battleground states: Arizona, Georgia,
Michigan, North Carolina, Nevada,
Pennsylvania and Wisconsin. It’s the
ticket’s first paid advertising blitz since
Walz joined the campaign - and the first
of many to come in areas that are poised
to determine the outcome of the presiden-
tial election in November.

The billboards will be in several key
urban areas across the battleground
states, such as Atlanta, Detroit, Char-
lotte and Philadelphia, according to
the DNC. Many are set up along major
interstates and highways, including In-
terstate 95 and Interstate 10.

There is also an advertisement - both
in English and Spanish - in the Las Ve-
gas strip, according to the DNC.

“The DNC is blanketing the battle-
grounds with a clear message: Vice
President Harris and Governor Tim
Walz are fighting for working people,
and Donald Trump and JD Vance
are only out for themselves,” DNC
spokesperson Abhi Rahman said in a
statement.

tions Sunday in the city of Aurora.

In Denver itself one person was killed
and six people injured in a string of week-
end shootings and stabbings, police said.

Commerce City Police Department
spokesperson Joanna Small described it
as “an incredibly violent weekend” for the
fast-expanding community of about 70,000
people, which is located just northeast of
Denver near the city’s airport.

Potential motives in the shootings were
not released. (AP)

o o Q
Dehhy leaves thousands in dark: The

weather system previously known as Hurri-
cane Debby was not quite done with parts of
the US Sunday as flood warnings remained
in effect in North Carolina and thousands
were without power in New York, Ohio and
Pennsylvania.

After hitting Florida as a hurricane Aug.
5, the storm spent nearly a week unleashing
tornadoes and flooding, damaging homes
and taking lives along the East Coast before
moving into Canada on Saturday. (AP)

While many rivers had receded by Sun-
day, flood warnings remained in effect
across central and eastern North Carolina,
where more thunderstorms were possible
over the next few days. With the ground
already saturated from Debby, the Na-
tional Weather Service said localized
downpours could result in additional flash
flooding throughout the coastal Carolinas.
(AP)
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Panama arrests 15

Armed forces need
transformation: Arce

LA PAZ, Aug 12, (Agencies): Bolivian President
Luis Arce said the armed forces need to undergo a
“profound transformation,” including updating mili-
tary doctrine, to avert further attempted coups.

“We have come to the conclusion that the institu-
tional strengthening of the armed forces is necessary,
promoting a profound transformation that includes the
definition of new institutional objectives and strategic
actions with a vision of the fu-
ture in the short, medium and
long term,” he said in a speech
marking the 199th anniversary
of the Armed Forces in the city
of Trinidad, in northeast Beni
department.

Recently, “there have been
two critical moments of rup-
ture or anti-democratic crisis
by a few bad soldiers who were
seduced by personal interests
and power groups. Given these
facts, it is imperative to find so-
lutions to prevent these moments of crisis from being
repeated,” Arce stressed.

The existence of traces of foreign interference is r R
still evident, particularly in the pre- and post-graduate : B S A
training of military personnel, under the guidelines of
the “anachronistic national security doctrine” imposed
on the continent by the United States, he said.

The goal, said the president, is to have a modern
and professional military committed to strengthening
democracy.
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The Omoto river is seen swollen by a storm in lwaizumi, Iwate prefecture, northern Japan on Aug 12. Inset: A station board at JR Sendai Station shows its service
updates of Shinkansen, or bullet train, as possible delay are expected due to an approaching storm in Sendai, northern Japan on Monday. (AP)

Storm dumps intense rainfall on northern Japan, sending some people to shelters

N I I |

Panama arrests 15: Border police in Panama said
that they have arrested 15 people who allegedly ran
a smuggling ring to move Chinese migrants through
the Darien Gap.

The dangerous, jungle-clad gap connects Colombia
and Panama, and represents a major route for migrants
to reach the US border. In recent years, Chinese have

A slow-moving storm has been dumping intense
rains on northern Japan, swelling rivers, sending
residents to shelters and disrupting traffic during a
Japanese Buddhist holiday week.

The storm was once Typhoon Maria but has
weakened, with winds now blowing up to 72 kph (45
mph). It made landfall near Ofunato City in Iwate
prefecture Monday morning and was expected to
cut across the Tohoku region as it moved northwest

at 20 kph (12 mph), according to the Japan Meteo-
rological Agency.

The Fire and Disaster Management Agency said
no damage or injuries were reported so far, but au-
thorities have cautioned about the risks of flooding
and mudslides from a relatively rare storm in the
region and advised 170,000 residents in lwate and
neighboring Aomori and Miyagi prefectures to go to
shelters. Iwate prefecture said about 2,000 people

actually took shelter early Monday.

Prime Minister Fumio Kishida vowed that the gov-
ernment would quickly provide information and sup-
port to residents in the affected areas.

The prefecture started an emergency controlled
release of water into a river to keep a dam from
overflowing, calling on about 8,300 riverside resi-
dents in the towns of Osanai and Kuji to take shelter
due to possible flooding from the discharge. (AP)

become the fourth-largest group by nationality to use
the crossing. Most of those crossing are Venezuelans.

More than 500,000 migrants crossed the Darien
Gap in a record-breaking 2023. So far this year, more
than 212,000 migrants have crossed, though reports in
July suggested the flow may have declined in recent
weeks.

Panama’s National Border Service said 11 vehicles,
two dozen cell phones, a rifle and cash were seized in
the raids on the migrant smuggling ring.

Panama’s president has vowed to crack down on the
massive migrant flows, and border police have erected
about three miles of barbed wire to block some trails
and funnel migrants to a single reception point.

Panama’s President, José Raul Mulino - who took
office July 1 - has promised to halt the rising flow
of migrants entering his country from Colombia and
reached an agreement for the U.S. government to pay
for repatriation flights.

g o Q

Dom Rep trying to identify remains: Forensic au-
thorities in the Dominican Republic worked to iden-
tify the remains of at least 14 mostly decomposed bod-
ies found on an abandoned vessel 10 nautical miles of
its northern coast.

The Dominican Republic Navy said the 14 skel-
etons appeared to belong to individuals from Senegal
and Mauritania, according to the documentation found
next to the bodies.

Authorities are also working to determine the cause
and time of the deaths and whether 12 packages of
a substance found on the boat contained illicit drugs,
presumably cocaine or heroin.

Cell phones and geolocation devices were also
found on the boat, the Navy said.

The Atlantic route from West Africa to the Europe-
an Union territory is one of the most dangerous in the
world. Boats that miss their destination can be swept
away by Atlantic trade winds and currents from east to
west, drifting for months. Migrants aboard often die of
dehydration and malnutrition. Others have also been
known to jump into the ocean out of desperation.

An Associated Press investigation published last
year revealed that in 2021, at least seven boats from
northwest Africa had been found in the Caribbean and
Brazil, all carrying dead bodies.

The bodies found Tuesday in the Dominican Re-
public are being analyzed by the National Institute of
Forensic Sciences (INACIF) in Santiago, the coun-
try’s second largest city and near where the discovery
was made, said Nairobi Viloria, a spokeswoman for
the Attorney General’s Office.

Meanwhile, the substance found next to the bodies
is being analyzed in laboratories operated by the coun-
try’s anti-drug agency, said Carlos Devers, a spokes-
man for the National Directorate of Drug Control.

a o Q

Worker disappearance stirs fear: The last time
anyone heard from Edni Lopez was last Sunday. The
33-year-old political science professor and award-
winning poet was preparing to board a flight to Argen-
tina to visit a friend when she texted from the airport
that something was wrong with her passport.

“Migration took my passport because it’s showing
up as expired,” she wrote her boyfriend in the message
shared with The Associated Press. “I pray to God I
don’t get screwed because of a system error.”

What happened next remains a mystery - one con-
tributing to the climate of fear and repression that has
engulfed Venezuela following its disputed presiden-
tial election, the most serious wave of human rights
abuses since Latin America’s military dictatorships in
the 1970s.

When Lépez’s mother, Ninoska Barrios, and her
friends learned she didn’t board the flight, they start-
ed frantically combing detention centers. Finally, on
Tuesday - more than 48 hours later - they learned
she was being held, incommunicado, by Venezuela’s
feared military intelligence police on unknown crimi-
nal charges, unable to see an attorney or speak with
her family.

“Please, give back my daughter,” a sobbing Bar-
rios pleaded Tuesday outside Venezuela’s top human
rights office in a video that went viral on social me-
dia. “It’s not right that a Venezuelan mother has to go
through all this.”

Lépez’s arrest isn’t unique. Since the July 28 presi-
dential election, security forces have rounded up more
than 2,000 people for demonstrating against President
Nicolds Maduro or casting doubt on his claim he won
a third term despite strong evidence he lost the vote
by a more than 2-to-1 margin. Another 24 have been
killed, according to local human rights group Provea.

The spree of detentions - urged on by Maduro him-
self - is unprecedented, and puts Venezuela on pace to
easily exceed those jailed during three previous crack-
downs against Maduro’s opponents.

Uganda Red Cross volunteers and

other rescuers work at the site of a

landslide at Kiteezi landfill in Kampa-
la, Uganda on Aug 11. (Xinhua)
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Uganda landslide toll 24: The death
toll from a mountain of rubbish that col-
lapsed in the Ugandan capital rose to 24
on Monday as rescuers with excavators
continued searching for victims, accord-
ing to the city authority.

At least four children are among those
killed by the collapse at the Kiteezi land-
fill Friday, police told reporters.

The collapse is believed to have been
triggered by heavy rainfall. The precise
details of what happened were unclear,
but the city authority said there was a
“structural failure in waste mass.”

Irene Nakasiita, a spokeswoman for
the Uganda Red Cross, said there was no
hope of rescuing more people alive.

It was not clear how many people were
unaccounted for. The Kiteezi landfill is a
vast rubbish dumpsite in an impoverished
hillside area that receives hundreds of
garbage trucks daily. The city authority
has been aiming to decommission it since
declaring it full years ago.

It’s also a kind of no-man’s land in the
city of 3 million, attractive to women and
children who scavenge plastic waste they
aim to sell. Others have built permanent
homes nearby.

Ugandan President Yoweri Museveni
ordered an investigation into the disaster,
asking in a series of posts on the social
platform X why people were living in
close proximity to an unstable heap of
garbage. (AP)

g Qa d

Chad marks Independence Day:
Chad commemorated on Sunday the 63rd
anniversary of the Independence Day
with a military parade.

Chadian President Mahamat Idriss
Deby Itno presided over the parade in
N’Djamena, the capital of Chad where
tens of thousands of people gathered to
watch the event.

Similar activities were held in several
towns across the country where crowds of
people waved Chadian national flags as
mechanized units and foot soldiers marched

Asia

Indonesia prez holds 1st cahinet meet in Nusantara

SKorea, US to start army drills next week

SEOUL, South Korea, Aug 12, (AP):
South Korea and the United States
will begin their annual joint military
exercises next week with a focus on
improving their combined capabilities
to deter and defend against growing
North Korean nuclear threats, the al-
lies said Monday.

The drills could trigger a belliger-
ent response from North Korea, which
portrays them as invasion rehearsals
and have used the allies’ military co-
operation as a pretext to advance the
development of nuclear weapons and
missile systems.

South Korean and US military of-
ficials said this year’s Ulchi Freedom
Shield exercise, scheduled for Aug.
19-29, will include computer-simu-
lated exercises designed to enhance
readiness against such threats as mis-
siles, GPS jamming and cyberattacks,
and concurrent field maneuvers and
live-fire exercises.

Defend

The allies in particular aim to “fur-
ther strengthen (their) capability and
posture to deter and defend against
weapons of mass destruction,” mili-
tary officials said in a joint news con-
ference.

Lee Sung Joon, spokesperson of
South Korea’s Joint Chiefs of Staff,
said about 19,000 South Korean troops
will participate in the drills, which he
described as an “essential element for
maintaining a strong defense posture
to protect the Republic of Korea,” us-
ing South Korea’s formal name.

Ryan Donald, spokesperson of US
Forces Korea, didn’t comment on the
number of US troops participating in
the exercises and said he couldn’t im-
mediately confirm whether the drills
will involve US strategic assets. The
United States in recent months has
increased its regional deployment of

in front of dignitaries, and Armed Forces

aircraft and helicopters flashed above.
“From the first years of independence,

our young nation had to face several con-

long-range bombers, submarines and
aircraft carrier strike groups to train
with South Korean and Japanese assets
in a show of force against the North.

Qo Q

Widodo holds cahinet meeting: In-
donesian President Joko Widodo began
working from the city two weeks ago,
using an office inside the construction
site of the massive new palace in the
form of the mythical eagle-shaped Ga-
ruda, the symbol of the country. The
city is set to hold its first Indonesian
Independence Day celebration in less
than a week.

Appearing with his successor, Pres-
ident-elect Prabowo Subianto, in front
of the palace, Widodo insisted that the
controversial $33 billion construction
effort will be worth it.

“The Nusantara capital is a canvas
that carves the future. Not all countries
have the opportunity and the ability to
build their capital city starting from
zero,” Widodo said.

Subianto vowed that his administra-
tion will continue work on the new city
after it takes office on Oct. 20.

“We will definitely finish it, al-
though the outline plan is dozens of
years long, like other capital cities
also took a very long time. We should
not force it, but I am optimistic that in
five years I think it will function very
well,” Subianto said.

a a Q

HK court upholds convictions of 7:
Hong Kong’s top court on Monday up-
held the convictions of seven of Hong
Kong’s most prominent pro-democra-
cy activists over their roles in one of
the biggest anti-government protests
in 2019.

Jimmy Lai, founder of the now-de-
funct Apple Daily newspaper; Martin
Lee, the founding chairman of the city’s
Democratic Party; and five former pro-

flicts which hampered its momentum of
development. Internal wars and exter-
nal aggressions have marred the destiny
of our country for several decades,” the

In this photo released by Indonesian Presidential Palace, Indonesian President

Joko Widodo, (center), talks to journalists companied by Indonesian Defense

Minister and president-elect Prabowo Subianto, (right), in the new capital city

Nusantara in Penajam Paser Utara, East Kalimantan, Indonesia on Aug 12.

Widodo held his first cabinet meeting in the future capital of Nusantara, amid

miles of construction sites and doubts about the sustainability of the ambitious
mega project. (AP)

democracy lawmakers were found guilty
in 2021 of organizing and participating
in an unauthorized assembly.

Their convictions dealt a blow to the
city’s flagging pro-democracy move-
ment during a political crackdown on
dissidents following the protests.

Last year, the activists partially won
their appeal at a lower court, with their
convictions quashed over the charge of
organizing an unauthorized assembly.
But their convictions over taking part
in the assembly were upheld and they
continued their legal battle at the city’s
top court.

On Monday, judges at the Court
of Final Appeal unanimously ruled
against their appeal over the remaining
convictions.

g Qo Q

Copter crashes into Australia hotel:
A man died after an unauthorized heli-
copter flight in Queensland, Australia
ended in a crash on a hotel roof early
Monday morning, prompting the evacu-
ation of hundreds of people from the
building as flames engulfed the aircraft.

Authorities in the city of Cairns
said that they had not confirmed the
identity of the pilot, his reason for
making the flight or how the tourist
helicopter was able to take off from
Cairns Airport.

A couple staying at the hotel was
hospitalized suffering from smoke
inhalation and have now been dis-
charged, Queensland Police Service
Acting Chief Superintendent Shane
Holmes told reporters. No one else on
the ground was hurt.

Holmes said it was not known if the
man flying the helicopter held a pilot’s
license or if he worked for the com-
pany that owned the craft, Nautilus
Aviation.

“There is no further threat to the
community, and we believe this is an
isolated incident,” Holmes said.

president said in a televised address to
the nation on the eve of the Independence
Day. (Xinhua)
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Mozambique ex-fin min convicted:
Former Mozambican Finance Minister
Manuel Chang was convicted in a bribe
conspiracy case that welled up from from
his country’s “ tuna bond ” scandal and
swept into a US court.

A federal jury in New York delivered
the verdict.

Chang was accused of accepting pay-
offs to put his African nation secretly on
the hook for big loans to government-con-
trolled companies for tuna fishing ships
and other maritime projects. The loans
were plundered by bribes and kickbacks,
according to prosecutors, and one of the
world’s poorest countries ended up with
$2 billion in “hidden debt,” spurring a fi-
nancial crisis.

Chang, who was his country’s top fi-
nancial official from 2005 to 2015, had
pleaded not guilty to conspiracy charg-
es. His lawyers said he was doing as
his government wished when he signed
off on pledges that Mozambique would
repay the loans, and that there was no
evidence of a financial quid-pro-quo for
him.

Between 2013 and 2016, three Mozam-
bican-government-controlled companies
quietly borrowed $2 billion from major
overseas banks. (AP)




gold prices stable ahead of US inflation data

Gold prices remained stable
today, with spot gold trading
at $2,425.94 per ounce, while
U.S. gold futures fell by 0.3% to
$2,464.80, reports Al-Rai daily.

Investors are awaiting upcom-
ing US inflation data to gauge
the potential for an interest rate
cut by the Federal Reserve in
September.

The Producer Price Index
(PPI) is set to be released to-
morrow, with the Consumer

Price Index (CPIl) following on
Wednesday. Current market ex-
pectations suggest a 54% prob-
ability of a 50-basis-point rate
cut.

Federal Reserve Governor
Michelle Bowman has mod-
erated her typically hawkish
stance, noting recent progress
on inflation but still emphasizing
that it remains above the central
bank’s 2% target and subject to
upside risks.

In other precious metals, sil-
ver dropped 0.6% to $27.29 per
ounce, while platinum rose 0.1%
to $923.20. Palladium remained
nearly unchanged at $905.00.

Oil prices continue to gain,
driven by tensions in the Middle
East and recent economic data.
The proposed liberalization of
gasoline prices could lead to sav-
ings of up to 600 million dinars,
depending on the final decision
regarding subsidy reforms.

oil prices steady in early Asian trading, Brent at $79.59

In early Asian trading today, oil
prices saw minimal changes,
maintaining most of the gains
from last week, reports Al-Rai
daily.

The Brent crude futures fell
slightly by seven cents to $79.59
per barrel, while US West Texas
Intermediate (WTI) crude futures
increased by two cents to $76.86
per barrel.

The market remains con-
cerned about rising tensions in

the Middle East. Analysts at ANZ
Bank noted that worries about
the escalation of the Israeli-Pal-
estinian conflict are contributing
to the volatility in oil prices.

The situation has been exac-
erbated by recent events, includ-
ing the assassination of Ismail
Haniyeh and the killing of Fouad
Shukr, which have heightened
regional tensions.

Last week, Brent crude prices
increased by over 3.5%, and WTI

rose by more than 4%, buoyed
by favorable economic data and
expectations of potential interest
rate cuts in the US Federal Re-
serve policymakers indicated in-
creased confidence in a possible
rate reduction next month due to
falling inflation.

Additionally, China’s consum-
er price index for July rose faster
than expected, and U.S. weekly
jobless claims were lower than
anticipated.

Market Movements 12-08-2024
Change Closing pts Change Closing pts
DUBAI DFMGI +6.12 4,201.27 SAUDI TASI -31.03  11,740.66
EGYPT EGX 30 +174.03  29,706.70 PHILIPPINES - PSEi -34.44 6,613.36
PAKISTAN KSE 100 -547.40  77,982.44

Saudi TASI index leads GCC markets

Boursa Kuwait index rises 0.64%,
boosted by banking sector gains

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 12: The Bour-
sa Kuwait kicked off the week with
a buoyant start with the general mar-
ket index surging by 0.64 percent,
or 45.45 points, reaching 7,111.06
points, reports Al-Jarida daily.

The day’s liquidity held steady at
46.5 million dinars, mirroring the
levels seen in the previous session.
Trading was robust, with 202 mil-
lion shares changing hands through
11,796 transactions. Of the 121
shares traded, 77 posted gains, 34
experienced losses, and 10 remained
unchanged.

The Premier Market Index also
made strides, rising by 0.66 percent,
or 50.94 points, to settle at 7,747.96
points. Here, liquidity amounted
to 35.9 million dinars, with 123.3
million shares traded across 6,552
deals. Among the 34 shares traded,
23 gained, 8 lost, and 3 were un-
changed.

The Main Market Index saw a 0.55
percent increase, or 33.04 points,
ending the session at 6,004.03
points. Liquidity in this segment
reached 10.6 million dinars, with
78.7 million shares traded through
5,244 transactions. Out of 87 shares
traded, 54 saw gains, 26 lost ground,
and 7 remained unchanged.

The day’s trading spotlighted bank-
ing sector stocks, notably Unicap
shares, which drove significant activ-
ity. The market saw strong early buy-
ing interest in KFH stock, especially
as it approached the end of its trad-

ing day with first-half profits of ten
fils about to expire. Leading stocks
generally performed well, except for
Agility, Arzan, and Al-Tijaria.

The standout performer was the
Gulf Bank, which led the gains, fol-
lowed by Boubyan and Internation-
al. Warba Bank also saw high trad-
ing volumes and substantial gains.
Unicap stock notably surged, reach-
ing its highest level in three months
at 189 fils.

On the flip side, Inovest shares
jumped past 120 fils, gaining ap-
proximately 8 percent, while Kuwait
Real Estate, Aayan, and GFH also
recorded solid gains of 2 to 3 per-
cent. IFA shares rose by 4.3 percent.
The session saw a strong recovery,
compensating for the previous
week’s losses, with Agility, Arabi
Holding, and Arzan being the pri-
mary decliners.

Across the Gulf Cooperation
Council, most markets saw positive
movement. The Saudi TASI index
led the charge with a gain of over
1 percent, while the Bahrain mar-
ket index also showed a notable in-
crease. Kuwait, Muscat, and Qatar
indices recorded more modest gains.
Oil prices, closing at $79 per barrel
for Brent crude, contributed to the
overall positive market sentiment.

Overall the session showed strong
recovery and compensation for loss-
es from the previous week, driven by
gains in banking and high liquidity
in key stocks.

Regulations & visa changes drive demand

Kuwait real estate sector shifts post-
Mangaf fire, ‘hoosts’ rental demand

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 12: Recent
developments in Kuwait’s real es-
tate sector reflect a significant shift
due to several factors, including
government measures following the
Mangaf fire disaster and changes
in visa policies, reports Al-Jarida
daily.

One of the key points is the im-
pact of the Mangaf fire tragedy
which led to increased scrutiny
and regulation of investment prop-
erties. This resulted in a surge in
demand for rental properties from
companies needing to accommodate
workers, shifting focus back to the
investment sector. This demand has
led to higher occupancy rates and
rental values.

This is in addition to new govern-
ment measures and regulations to
prevent the overcrowding of work-
ers in residential apartments have
prompted property owners to address
violations and improve compliance
and the government move to open
family registration visas and some
visit visas for expatriates has also
boosted demand in the residential
sector.

According to the current trends,
the occupancy rates have improved
from under 80 percent during the
COVID-19 pandemic to approxi-

mately 85-87 percent in recent times,
with expectations to surpass 90 per-
cent soon.

There is also a growing interest
in the investment sector, with prop-
erty transactions showing a decline
in the first half of 2024 compared to
the same period in 2023, indicating a
recovery phase.

The average rental value for a
two-room apartment has increased
by 2.4% in the first quarter of 2024,
reaching 285 dinars.

However, there is a noted imbal-
ance between the residential and in-
vestment sectors, with some proper-
ties misclassified or repurposed, such
as converting residential areas into
investment spaces.

Specialists and real estate owners
are advocating for better sector regu-
lation, enforcement of penalties for
violations, and increased land avail-
ability to stabilize the market.

The recovery of the investment
sector and the recent positive trends
in the residential sector suggest a
potential stabilization of real estate
prices and increased investor confi-
dence.

However, addressing sector imbal-
ances and ensuring regulatory com-
pliance will be crucial for sustained
growth.

Nasdaqg Dubai lists Warba Bank’s
$500 million Sustainability Sukuk

Kuwait’s first-ever Sustainability Sukuk issued by Warba Bank

DUBAI, Aug 12: Nasdaq
Dubai welcomes the listing
of USD 500 million Sustain-
able trust certificates issued
by Warba Bank, a leading
Kuwaiti Islamic Bank. This
is the fourth listing under
their USD 2 billion trust
certificate issuance pro-

gramme.

This is a significant listing, as it
marks the first-ever Sustainabil-
ity Sukuk to be issued in Kuwait
in compliance with Warba Bank’s
sustainable finance framework.
The 5-year certificates are designed
to support eligible sustainable pro-
jects and initiatives, aligning with
global sustainability goals.

Nasdaq Dubai continues to solidify
its status as the premier platform re-
gionally and globally for both fixed
income and ESG-related listings. The
exchange holds an outstanding total
value of USD 134 billion in listed fixed
income securities and USD 30 billion
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Nasdaqg Dubai welcomes USD 500 million Sustainability Sukuk by Warba Bank.

in ESG listings. Among these, ESG Su-
kuk account for USD 18 billion, includ-
ing the recent listing of Warba Bank.
The issuance received an over-
whelming positive response from in-
vestors, with orders reaching USD 1.8
billion, which is 3.6 times the issuance
size. This strong demand underscores
the growing appetite for sustainable
investment opportunities in the region.
To celebrate the successful listing,
Shaheen H. Al Ghanem from Warba

Bank rang the bell at the market-open-
ing ceremony at Nasdaq Dubai, along-
side Hamed Ali, CEO of Nasdaq Dubai
and DFM.

Shaheen H. Al Ghanem, CEO of
Warba Bank, said:” We are thrilled to
announce the successful listing of our
Sukuk on Nasdaq Dubai. This initia-
tive represents a pivotal step in our
strategy to integrate sustainable prac-
tices with our financial offerings. By
listing on Nasdaq Dubai, we are not

only underscoring our commitment to
environmental and social responsibility
but also enhancing our visibility among
discerning global investors who priori-
tize sustainability. This issuance allows
us to lead by example in the financial
sector, driving the adoption of sustain-
able financing solutions that support
long-term environmental, social and
economic sustainability.”

Hamed Ali, CEO of Nasdaq Dubai
and DFM, said: “We are pleased to

welcome Warba Bank’s Sukuk to Nas-
daq Dubai. This listing reflects our
commitment to continuously support
green and sustainable financing initia-
tives in the region and provide a robust
listing platform for such financial in-
struments.”

With this additional listing, the total
value of Warba Bank’s Sukuk currently
listed on Nasdaq Dubai reaches USD
1.25 billion through three listings.

llA releases updated internal audit standards, effective Jan 2025

KPMG issues guidance on new Global Internal Audit Standards

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 12: Consequent to the Institute
of Internal Auditors’ (IIA) announcement of the new
Global Internal Audit Standards (Standards), KPMG
published its guidance document on how internal au-
dit functions (IAFs) should implement the new Stand-
ards. The refreshed Standards were released earlier
this year on 9 January 2024 and are the outcome of
a multiyear project led by the IIA, while taking into
account the internal audit community’s efforts.

According to the IIA, the Global Internal Audit
Standards guide the worldwide professional practice
of internal auditing and serve as a basis for evaluating
and elevating the quality of IAFs. These Standards
are organized into 5 domains, and they draw from
15 guiding principles that facilitate effective inter-
nal auditing. The Standards outline the requirements,
considerations for implementation, and examples of
evidence of conformance.

The 2024 Standards build on the 2017 Standards
and intend to do three things: (i) simplify the struc-
ture; (ii) ensure they are practical and address current
and emerging topics; and (iii) enhance internal audit
performance. KPMG’s analysts compared the 2024
Standards to the 2017 Standards and found that the
wording in the new Standards indicate what IAFs
‘must do’, ‘should do’ or ‘may do’. The analysis also
highlighted five major changes that any audit func-
tion must consider in addition to the changes related
to the internal audit strategy and the requirements on
performance management.

Ali Abbas

The KPMG publication underlines that Internal
Audit (IA) must formally establish a strategy for the
audit function that is aimed at guiding the IA to fulfill
the internal audit mandate. Furthermore, it highlights
a second major change in the Standards, i.e., perfor-
mance management, illustrating how effective perfor-
mance management is viewed by the IIA and what a

Chief Audit Executive must do to achieve it.

Speaking about the new Standards, Ali Abbas,
Director — Risk Consulting and Head of Internal Au-
dit, Risk & Compliance Services, KPMG in Kuwait,
said, “The updated Standards are anticipated to act
as tailwinds to take forward discussions with boards
on audit functions’ role in the future. This is consid-
ering that the added requirement on establishing an
internal audit strategy calls for a meaningful dialog
with the Board and Senior Management to identify
how an IAF supports an organization’s strategic ob-
jectives and its success, and how it aligns with key
stakeholder expectations. It is our belief that the new
Standards will act as great tools to look ahead and
help us determine the kind of impact audit functions
of the future can drive.”

Having helped IAFs perform Standards gap assess-
ments, developed internal audit strategies, and sup-
ported in their implementation, KPMG professionals
thoroughly understand what goes into being in con-
formance and,at the same time, maximizing stake-
holder value.

In closing, with the new Standards set to become
effective from 9 January 2025, it is critical that IAFs
incorporate these changes over the next few months.
This means that organizations must consider assess-
ing if they are in conformance with the IIA Standards,
if their internal audit strategy is developed based on
the right pillars, and if there are any gaps related to the
IIA Standards that need bridging.

Khalaf Al Habtoor highlights innovative and sustainable features of Al Habtoor Tower

Al Habtoor Tower reaches 33% completion, sets new construction records

DUBALI, Aug 12: Al Habtoor Group, a pioneer in the con-
struction and real estate industry announced remarkable
construction progress at Al Habtoor Tower, poised to be-
come a new icon on Dubai’s skyline. Under the visionary
leadership of Khalaf Ahmad Al Habtoor, Founding Chair-
man of Al Habtoor Group, this landmark development has
reached significant milestones that are setting new stand-
ards in architectural design and construction excellence.

Within its first year, Al Habtoor Tower has established
unprecedented benchmarks in construction, utilising
100-metre deep BARETTE foundations — a world record.
The project boasts an innovative six-day floor cycle time
for construction above ground, showcasing the rapid pace
and efficiency maintained despite the complex structural
demands.

The project has achieved 33 per cent completion and has
accumulated over 2.5 million working hours without any
accidents, thanks to the expertise of over 2,000 workers
managed by top German and Chinese construction firms
using the latest construction techniques. International engi-
neering powerhouses, including Imperial College London,
Structural San Francisco, and SETEC France, have peer-
reviewed the structural designs, ensuring that every aspect
of Al Habtoor Tower meets global standards.

Within just eight months, the team completed approxi-
mately six kilometres of Barrettes (90m deep shear walls)
and one kilometre of circular piles, while preserving 24,000
sqm of existing floor slabs. This rapid progress highlights
the project’s innovative approach to maintaining integrity
and continuity in high-demand construction scenarios.

Known for landmark projects like Burj Al Arab, the Of-
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ficers’ Club in Abu Dhabi, and Dubai’s key airport termi-
nals, Khalaf Al Habtoor ensures that the Al Habtoor Tower
is crafted with a similar commitment to excellence. “Al
Habtoor Tower is not just a building; it represents the capa-
bilities and innovation at the core of Dubai’s construction
industry. We are setting a global benchmark for others to
follow, emphasising our commitment to sustainability and
cutting-edge engineering,” stated Al Habtoor.

He added: “Reaching 33 per cent completion within
just one year of construction is a momentous achieve-

Al Habtoor Tower sets construction records with 100-metre foundations.

= = T it Y Set to be the world’s largest residential building, Al Hab-

ment that underscores the project’s groundbreaking archi-
tectural features and innovative construction techniques
used in its development.”

Al Habtoor Tower incorporates innovative selective
construction techniques, a first not only in Dubai but glob-
ally. This approach significantly reduces carbon emissions
and speeds up the construction process, aiming for LEED
Platinum Certification. The tower will be serviced by the
world’s fastest vertical transportation with 24 high-speed
elevators traveling at 7 metres per second.

toor Tower promises ultra-luxurious living with state-of-the-
art amenities. Situated within Al Habtoor City on Sheikh
Zayed Road, near the Dubai Water Canal and DIFC, the
tower offers breathtaking, uninterrupted panoramic views of
the Burj Khalifa, Business Bay, the Arabian Gulf, and Sheikh
Zayed Road. It features the highest terraced gardens and mul-
tiple pool decks, ensuring an unparalleled living experience.

Residents will enjoy an unmatched luxury lifestyle with
access to first-class amenities. The development is part of
Al Habtoor City, which includes three luxury hotels, La
Perle by Dragone — the region’s only permanent aqua thea-
tre show, and a diverse array of gourmet restaurants, blend-
ing leisure, entertainment, and residential luxury into one of
Dubai’s most desirable addresses.

“Our legacy is built on trust and an unwavering com-
mitment to excellence,” said Mohammed Al Habtoor, Vice
Chairman and CEO. “With Al Habtoor Tower, we offer more
than homes; we are creating a legacy of luxury, innovation,
and sustainability, redefining what luxury living should be.”

Al Habtoor Group’s dedication to environmental steward-
ship shines in every aspect of Al Habtoor Tower’s construc-
tion. Employing a top-down method and the highest-grade
materials, the project adheres to green building principles
but sets new standards for sustainable urban development.

With Al Habtoor Tower, Al Habtoor Group reaffirms its
leadership in the real estate development industry, continu-
ally pushing the boundaries of high-rise development. This
project is not only a significant addition to Dubai’s world-
renowned skyline but also a testament to the city’s dynamic
and innovative spirit.
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Kuwait Insurance Company achieved a
profit of KD 7.1 min in first half of 2024

Operating profit increased by 22.8% and earnings per share rose by 18.3%

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 12:
Kuwait Insurance Compa-
ny has announced its finan-
cial results for period end-
ing 30/06/2024. Gross profit
for this period reached KD
7.1 million (USD 23.1 mil-
lion), compared to KD 6.12
million (USD 19.8 million)
for the same period last
year. This represents an in-
crease of KD 980,000 (USD
3.18 million) and a growth
rate of 16 %.

The Gross Written Premium for
the current period amounted to KD
41.5 million (USD 134.7 million),
reflecting a significant increase
compared to KD 29.2 million
(USD 94.8 million) for the same
period last year. This represents an
increase of KD 12.3 million (USD
39.9 million), equivalent to an 42%
growth.

Earned premiums for the current
period totaled KD 39.2 million (USD
127.3 million), a substantial increase
from KD 21.4 million (USD 69.5
million) for the same period last year.
This represents an increase of KD
17.8 million (USD 57.8 million),
equivalent to a 61.4% growth.

Operating profit reached KD 2.89
million (USD 9.4 million) for the
current period, up from KD 2.36 mil-
lion (USD 7.8 million) for the same
period last year. This marks an
increase of KD 530,000 (USD 1.7
million), equivalent to a 22.8%
growth.

Investment income for the current
period amounted to KD 3.81 million
(USD 12.4 million), compared to KD
3.46 million (USD 11.2 million) for
the same period last year, represent-
ing a 10% increase.

The company’s CEO, Mr. Sami
Sharif, stated that our recent suc-
cesses are the result of significant
efforts over the past years to estab-
lish a strong foundation, enabling us
to achieve sustainable growth in both
profits and premiums. This success is
also attributed to our robust and sta-
ble financial base.

In recognition of our achieve-
ments, the company was awarded
“Most Trusted Insurance Company”
for 2024 by The Global Economics
magazine, and “Most Financially
Stable Insurance Company” for 2023
by the same publication, which spe-
cializes in annual rankings in the
fields of economy and business.
Additionally, KIC was honored with
the “Best Company in General
Insurance for 2023” award by
International Finance magazine.

Sami Sharif

Mr. Sami Sharif highlighted that,
in addition to our impressive sales
and profit growth, this year has been
marked by significant achievements.
Notably, our company’s credit rat-

ings were reaffirmed by AM Best
and Moody’s credit rating agencies,
with an A- (Excellent) and A3 rating
respectively, both with a stable out-
look. We take pride in maintaining

these ratings, as they position us as
leaders among local and regional
companies in the insurance sector.

On another note, we have made
significant progress in our digitiza-
tion project. Currently, customers
can easily download some insurance
policies on their mobile phones by
scanning a barcode. Soon, all insur-
ance policies will be available for
download, in line with the new
requirements set by the Insurance
Regulatory Unit. Additionally, we
launched a travel insurance cam-
paign to coincide with the summer
season, promoting it through social
media channels and at Kuwait
International Airport’s Pearl Lounge.

In its commitment to corporate
social responsibility, Kuwait
Insurance Company (KIC) signed a
memorandum of understanding with
the Sabah Al-Ahmad Center for
Giftedness and Creativity. Through
this partnership, KIC aims to sponsor
specialized programs in science and
technology for children and youth,
helping to develop their skills and
talents.

Additionally, KIC sponsored the
Kuwait Sustainability Exhibition,
promoting a culture of sustainability
and raising awareness about the
importance of creating a sustainable
society for future generations. In col-
laboration with the Kuwait Food and

Relief Bank for the second consecu-
tive year, KIC conducted its charita-
ble campaign, “Iftar for the Fasting
Person,” distributing Iftar meals to
fasting workers and individuals with
limited income.

Kuwait Insurance Company is
dedicated to investing in and devel-
oping its staff by providing training
and enrolling them in educational
programs. This initiative enhances
their ability to deliver top-tier insur-
ance services to organizations, indi-
viduals, and stakeholders, thereby
serving the interests of both society
and the State of Kuwait.

Looking ahead, we are excited
about the many accomplishments yet
to come. I would like to take this
opportunity to thank everyone who
has contributed to achieving our
goals, including the Board of
Directors, shareholders, and all com-
pany employees.

In conclusion, Mr. Sherif expressed
his gratitude and appreciation to
Insurance Regulatory Unit for its
efforts in developing and organizing
the insurance sector in Kuwait and
enhancing its global standards. He
also extended his thanks to the
Capital Markets Authority, Boursa
Kuwait, the Ministry of Commerce,
and all regulatory bodies in Kuwait
for their active role in fostering a
professional business environment.

China’s ‘booming’
low-level economy
drives new growth

BEIJING, Aug 12, (Xinhua): China’s
low-altitude economy is entering a
phase of rapid growth, offering peo-
ple more excitement in the skies and
bringing convenience through innova-
tive aerial vehicle applications.

Various aerial vehicles, such as
large airships for low-altitude tourism,
unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs) for
express delivery and urban transporta-
tion, as well as aerial photography and
emergency rescue, are increasingly
employed in China across various sce-
narios, proving to be effective tools for
a range of activities and operations.

The Chinese leadership has recently
reiterated its determination to improve
the institutions and mechanisms for
modernizing infrastructure, according
to a resolution adopted at the third ple-
num of the 20th Communist Party of
China Central Committee.

The resolution noted that China will
develop general aviation and the low-
altitude economy.

Multiple application scenarios

China’s independently developed
AS700 airship successfully conducted
its demonstration flight on Aug. 1 in
Jingmen City in central China’s Hubei
Province, showcasing a new mode of
low-altitude tourism.

During its demonstration flight over
local tourist destinations, the large
AS700 airship flew at a speed of 60
kilometers per hour at an altitude of
500 meters. “Passengers can enjoy a
uniquely relaxing air journey at a moder-
ate speed and an ideal altitude for low-al-
titude sightseeing,” said Zhou Lei, chief
designer of the AS700 airship project.

Developed by AVIC Special Vehi-
cle Research Institute, AS700 is a type
of single-capsule manned airship with
a maximum capacity of 10 people, in-
cluding a pilot.

“The AS700 airship has obtained
the type certificate. We are exploring
more pilot applications of low-altitude
scenarios, and plan to build China’s
first low-altitude airship tourism dem-
onstration route,” Zhou added.

Exciting developments continue in
this sector. Wang Yunyi, a high school
graduate, recently received her universi-
ty admission letter delivered by a UAV.
Taking off from South China University
of Technology, the UAV traveled 25 kil-
ometers in 30 minutes, delivering four
admission letters to students, including
Wang, in Huangpu District in south
China’s Guangzhou city.

“I was stunned to see my admission
letter arrive by drone. What an immer-
sive experience, like something out of
a sci-fi movie,” Wang said.

Guangzhou Post, which has been
handling admission deliveries for over
40 years, processes around 550,000
admission letters annually.

“More students will experience
this technological advancement in the
future, with drones delivering their
admission letters,” said Zou Liwen, a
Guangzhou Post manager.

Vast potential

The low-altitude economy is ben-
efiting the Chinese people, enhancing
logistics, agriculture, mapping and
other emerging industries.

A newly launched urban UAV ex-
press delivery service in Wuxi City in
east China’s Jiangsu Province is intro-
ducing a new mode of parcel delivery
to residents.

This new delivery mode can ease
people’s anxiety, especially when im-
mediate needs arise. Small UAVs,
transporting light items like documents,
keys and medicines, deliver these ne-
cessities faster than one might imagine.

Compared to traditional express de-
livery methods, UAV delivery can cut
the time required by approximately
half, according to Phoenix Wings, a
cargo UAV company under China’s
express delivery giant SF Group.

Action may be dealing a final blow to US inflation spike

Americans refuse to keep paymg hlgher prlces

WASHINGTON, Aug 12, (AP): The
great inflation spike of the past three
years is nearly spent - and economists
credit American consumers for help-
ing slay it.

Some of America’s largest com-
panies, from Amazon to Disney to
Yum Brands, say their customers are
increasingly seeking cheaper alterna-
tive products and services, searching
for bargains or just avoiding items
they deem too expensive. Consumers
aren’t cutting back enough to cause an
economic downturn. Rather, econo-
mists say, they appear to be returning
to pre-pandemic norms, when most
companies felt they couldn’t raise
prices very much without losing busi-
ness.

“While inflation is down, prices are
still high, and I think consumers have
gotten to the point where they’re just
not accepting it,” Tom Barkin, presi-
dent of the Federal Reserve Bank of
Richmond, said last week at a confer-
ence of business economists. “And
that’s what you want: The solution to
high prices is high prices.”

A more price-sensitive consumer
helps explain why inflation has ap-
peared to be steadily falling toward
the Federal Reserve’s 2% target,
ending a period of painfully high
prices that strained many people’s
budgets and darkened their outlooks
on the economy. It also assumed a
central place in the presidential elec-
tion, with inflation leading many
Americans to turn sour on the Biden-
Harris administration’s handling of
the economy.

The reluctance of consumers to keep
paying more has forced companies to
slow their price increases - or even to
cut them. The result is a cooling of in-
flation pressures.

Other factors have also helped tame
inflation, including the healing of
supply chains, which has boosted the
availability of cars, trucks, meats and
furniture, among other items, and the
high interest rates engineered by the
Fed, which slowed sales of homes,
cars and appliances and other interest
rate-sensitive purchases.

Still, a key question now is whether
shoppers will pull back so much as to
put the economy at risk. Consumer
spending makes up more than two-
thirds of economic activity. With
evidence emerging that the job market
is cooling, a drop in spending could
potentially derail the economy. Such
fears caused stock prices to plummet
a week ago, though markets have since
rebounded.

This week, the government will
provide updates on both inflation and
the health of the American consumer.
On Wednesday, it will release the con-
sumer price index for July. It’s expect-
ed to show that prices - excluding vol-
atile food and energy costs - rose just
3.2% from a year earlier. That would
be down from 3.3% in June and would
be the lowest such year-over-year in-
flation figure since April 2021.

And on Thursday, the government
will report last month’s retail sales,
which are expected to have climbed
a decent 0.3% from June. Such a gain
would suggest that while Americans
have become vigilant about their mon-
ey, they are still willing to spend.

Many businesses have noticed.

“We’re seeing lower average selling
prices ... right now because customers
continue to trade down on price when
they can,” said Andrew Jassy, CEO of
Amazon.

David Gibbs, CEO of Yum Brands,
which owns Taco Bell, KFC and Pizza
Hut, told investors that a more cost-
conscious consumer has slowed its
sales, which slipped 1% in the April-
June quarter at stores open for at least
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Shoppers consider rug samples on display in a furniture store June 2, 2024, in Lone Tree, Colo. (AP)

Price instability rocks Ethiopia as it reels from forex rate reforms

ADDIS ABABA, Ethiopia, Aug 12,
(AP): The prices on the menu have
been erased at a small hotel in a
suburb of Ethiopia’s capital.

That was no mistake, the waiters
said, as businesses in Addis Ababa
struggle to keep up with spiraling
inflation since the government im-
plemented a flexible exchange rate
policy late last month.

Since then, the Ethiopian birr has
lost 60% of its value against the
dollar as of Monday, sparking anxi-
ety as customers are forced to pay
more for basic commodities and
some businesspeople are hoard-
ing.

The menus at the Samra Hotel in
Bole, a leafy suburb of Addis Aba-
ba, captured the instability: There’s
a new price for every meal at any
moment.

“Previously, prices would be up-
dated bimonthly but nowadays it’'s
on a daily basis, if not by the hour,
to reflect the changing landscape of
the market,” said Rahel Teshome,
who works at the hotel.

Many supermarkets in Addis
Ababa are hoarding products in

warehouses and only selling small
quantities in their stores to escape
punishment by city authorities,
who have vowed to crack down on
hoarders. Consumers who want to
buy in bulk must pay inflated prices
for products they are told to pick
from warehouses.

In Merkato, the capital’s big-
gest open-air market, guards are
stationed in an attempt to keep
businesses from raising prices.
Last week, police officers raided
some warehouses and confiscated
800,000 liters (210,000 gallons) of
edible oil they later distributed to
local cooperatives, which offered it
at previous prices. More than 3,000
stores accused of hoarding have
been shuttered across the country.

The Addis Ababa City Trade Bu-
reau has warned that more actions
will be taken against people who
take advantage of the floating of
the birr to hike prices.

The new exchange rate policy
was a historic decision in a country
where the government for decades
fixed the price of foreign currencies,
allowing a black market to flourish.

Commercial banks now can set
foreign exchange prices, and non-
bank entities are permitted to oper-
ate foreign exchange bureaus for
the first time.

The International Monetary Fund
approved a four-year credit facility
worth $3.4 billion coinciding with
Ethiopia’s reforms. the IMF pledged
to disburse $1 billion immediately to
address pressing needs, with Man-
aging Director Kristalina Georgieva
describing the reforms as a “land-
mark moment for Ethiopia.”

Ethiopia, which suffered foreign
currency shortages in the months
leading to the reforms, imports
many essential commodities. To
help consumers cope with the im-
pact of the new policy, authorities
imported 14 million liters (3.7 mil-
lion gallons) of edible oil, but such
interventions have been minor
given the rising prices of other es-
sential goods.

Experts say Ethiopians face un-
predictable days ahead in a country
where official salaries have gener-
ally stagnated for years.

Those with fixed incomes will be

most affected by the floating of the
birr, said Getachew T. Alemu, an
Addis Ababa-based public policy
specialist, adding that the immedi-
ate injection of IMF funds will not be
enough to absorb the pressure.

“Things could really get worse,
especially for fixed incomers, un-
less cautious policy actions are
taken,” he said.

The government, as it cracks
down on price speculators, has ap-
peared unable to follow its own ad-
vice. Last week, authorities raised
the price of ordinary passports from
2,000 to 5,000 birr, shocking peo-
ple such as Almaz Teferi, who was
starting the process of getting one.

She and some of her friends
hope to find work as domestic la-
borers in one of the Gulf states.

“I have been working as a
cleaner in order to raise the fee for
the passport. | came and double-
checked the fee on Monday and by
Thursday the price had been raised
quite significantly,” Teferi said.

a year.

“Ensuring we provide consumers
affordable options,” Gibbs said, “has
been an area of greater focus for us
since last year.”

Other companies are cutting prices
outright. Dormify, an online retailer
that sells dorm supplies, is offering
comforters starting at $69, down from
$99 a year ago.

According to the Fed’s “Beige
Book,” an anecdotal collection of busi-
ness reports from around the country

that is released eight times a year,
companies in nearly all 12 Fed districts
have described similar experiences.

“Almost every district mentioned
retailers discounting items or price-
sensitive consumers only purchas-
ing essentials, trading down in qual-
ity, buying fewer items or shopping
around for the best deals,” the Beige
Book said last month.

Most economists say consumers
are still spending enough to sustain
the economy consistently. Barkin said

most of the businesses in his district -
which covers Virginia, West Virginia,
Maryland and North and South Caro-
lina - report that demand remains solid,
at least at the right price.

“The way I’d put it is, consumers are
still spending, but they’re choosing,”
Barkin said.

In a speech a couple of weeks ago,
Jared Bernstein, who leads the Biden
administration’s Council of Economic
Advisers, mentioned consumer caution
as a reason why inflation is nearing the

end of a “round trip” back to the Fed’s
2% target level.

Emerging from the pandemic, Bern-
stein noted, consumers were flush with
cash after receiving several rounds of
stimulus checks and having slashed
their spending on in-person services.
Their improved finances “gave cer-
tain firms the ability to flex a pricing
power that was much less prevalent
pre-pandemic.” After COVID, con-
sumers were “less responsive to price
increases,” Bernstein said.
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Zain KACCH & BACCH event 2024.

Company hosted joyful event in partnership with KACCH & BACCH

Zain's stars bring joy to children at Bayt Abdullah Hospice

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 12: Zain recently hosted a heartwarm-
ing event to spread happiness at Bayt Abdullah Children’s
Hospice, featuring the biggest stars from its beloved the-
atrical plays. The event brought joy to children and their
families in collaboration with the Kuwait Association for the
Care of Children in Hospitals (KACCH) and Bayt Abdullah
Children’s Hospice (BACCH).

The event was joined by stars from Zain’s theatrical plays
and Max marketing campaign, including Fatimah Al Saffi,
Hamad Ashkanani, Laila Abdullah, Talal Sam, and Bibi Al-
Abdulmohsen. These stars created unforgettable memories
for the children, bringing smiles and laughter to everyone.
The event also featured a special corner displaying the stars’
costumes from Zain’s widely popular plays, offering won-
derful opportunities for capturing memorable moments.

Throughout the event, fun activities like balloon, bub-
ble, and science shows were held, bringing joy not only to
the children but also to their parents, families, and friends.
Attendees engaged in these activities with enthusiasm, and
Zain also hosted arts and crafts sessions to empower the
children to express their creative side. Additionally, the
company presented special gifts to the children, making the
experience even more special.

Zain’s participation in this event is part of its ongoing part-
nership with KACCH and BACCH, a collaboration that has
resulted in numerous successful initiatives over the years.

Through this partnership, Zain aims to demonstrate the private
sector’s key role in supporting civil society organizations and
creating a lasting positive impact in the community.

Founded in 1989 and registered as a non-profit, charitable
organization by the Ministry of Social Affairs in 2003, the
Kuwait Association for the Care of Children in Hospitals
continues its mission to offer play programs and pediatric
psychosocial services and emotional support for hospitalized
children and their families in almost all government hospi-
tals across Kuwait.

As an extension of KACCH, Bayt Abdullah Children’s
Hospice (BACCH) opened in 2012 as the first children’s
hospice in the Middle East, giving children with life-limit-
ing and life-threatening conditions in Kuwait the specialized
care they need. BACCH works to ensure the emphasis is
placed on quality of life and the best day-to-day care pos-
sible, while providing children and their families with ex-
pert medical, clinical, psychosocial, emotional, and spiritual
support. All services provided by KACCH & BACCH for
children and their families are offered at no cost.

Zain continues to work towards fostering a spirit of giv-
ing, sharing, bonding, and community by directly support-
ing programs and initiatives that serve humanitarian needs.
The company puts its social responsibility as a top priority,
embodying and reflecting the values of its brand: Zain, A
Wonderful World.

Bank emphasizes two-factor authentication & strong passwords

NBK advances banking awareness with

‘Let’s Be Aware’ campaign for students

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 12: As part of
its ongoing efforts to promote finan-
cial and banking awareness among
all sectors of society, National Bank
of Kuwait (NBK) continues its active
participation in the ‘Let’s Be Aware’
banking awareness campaign launched
by the Central Bank of Kuwait, in col-
laboration with local banks and Ku-
wait Banking Association (KBA).

In this context, the bank organized
an awareness session for the students
of the ‘NBK Aspire’ Summer Intern-
ship Program for 2024, in which they
gave a detailed presentation about the
“Let’s Be Aware” campaign, and the
channels used by the bank to increase
awareness about fraud and protection
methods. They also presented some
practical cases and presented advice
and guidance that should be followed
to avoid falling victim to these threats.

The bank called to enable two-factor
authentication (2FA), which adds an
extra layer of security for online bank-
ing and financial accounts, as well as

to keep a close eye on bank statements
and transaction history, to identify any
suspicious or unauthorized activity.

NBK advised the trainees to be
cautious of e-mails, text messages, or
phone calls that ask for personal or
financial information, as scammers
typically send phishing e-mails from
illegitimate websites using the logo
of well-known organizations such as
banks, telecom or big companies, so
that the user cannot distinguish be-
tween real and fake messages.

The bank also affirmed that it will
never ask customers for personal infor-
mation via e-mail, SMS or phone calls,
warning them of responding to such
messages representing fraud attempts to
steal customers’ banking information.

Among the key tips sharedwith
‘NBK Aspire’ interns wasusing strong
passwords to protect different per-
sonal accounts online, creating differ-
ent passwords and not using the same
password for all accounts, and updat-
ing them regularly.

B NBK strives to increase customer awareness about fraud
schemes and protection measures

B Using strong and different passwords helps protect ac-
counts from unauthorized access

Aspire awareness program.

Additionally, the bank urged them
to use long passwords that contain at
least 8 characters with a mix of letters,
numbers, and symbols, as the longer the
password, the more difficult it is to hack.
It also warned against using personal
information in passwords, such as birth
date, family names, and simple number
sequences, to ensure protecting the secu-
rity of your important information.

With the ever-growing fraud threats
using various techniques, NBK is keen
to protect customers and increase their
awareness of how to steer clear of
these threats. To this end, the bank ad-
vised to ensure computer, smartphone,
and other devices used for banking
are protected with up-to-date antivirus
software and security patches, as well
as to set up transaction alerts with the
bank so that customers receive notifi-
cations for any withdrawals, transfers,
or changes to your account.

The bank also explained to the stu-
dents that financial knowledge and stay-
ing informed about the latest scams and
fraud techniques are key to recognizing
and avoiding potential threats, calling
trainees in case of suspecting any fraud-
ulent activity on their accounts, they
should immediately contact the bank to
report it and take necessary actions to
secure the account.

NBK employs its strong customer
communication capabilities as well
as all its digital channels, which are
the most popular among all Kuwaiti
banks, to support the Central Bank’s
endeavors to protect customers and the
national economy.

It is worth mentioning that NBK
is a key supporter and partner in all
CBK’s campaigns and initiatives to
increase financial and banking aware-
ness among different sectors of soci-
ety. As a leading financial institution
in Kuwait and across the region, NBK
frequently organizes various activities
to raise awareness on all topics related
to the banking sector.

The ‘NBK Aspire’ aims to encour-
age students to engage in the banking
business experience during their sum-
mer vacation, reflecting the bank’s
steadfast commitment with corporate
social responsibility by empowering
and upskilling the young generation to
play an active role in the future.

e

LH
&)

e fie e lie lie lie
Pl

lie e fie fie g e fjie fjie

1
f

[ie e fie o e e |

| e e |

|

- - ——— - —

AASU presents an appreciation plaque to KFH’s Mohammed Alfaris in recognition of its support for the university’s

activities and students throughout the academic year.

Alfaris advocates for continuous learning at AASU event

KFH participates in orientation meeting of
AASU higher studies scholarship recipients

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 12: As part of its pioneering role
in Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) and support for
students and education, Kuwait Finance House (KFH) par-
ticipated in a recent event organized by Abdullah Al-Salem
University (AASU) for higher education students.

With sponsorship from KFH, the AASU organized an
orientation meeting for the first group of scholarship recipi-
ents at the university who will be pursuing higher studies.
Representing the bank, KFH Executive Manager Media and
Government Relations, Mohammed Alfaris, attended the
meeting along with Dr. Adel Al-Husainan, Secretary of the
AASU Founding Board, and Prof. Dr. Ali Almutairi, Found-
ing Board member and Acting Vice Dean for Academic and
Assessment Affairs. Several university officials and faculty
members were also present.

On this occasion, AASU presented an appreciation plaque
to KFH in recognition of its support for the university’s ac-
tivities and students throughout the academic year.

Alfaris emphasized that KFH continues its leading CSR

journey, with a particular focus on the academic field. This is
accomplished by expanding efforts to support both students
and private and public universities.

He pointed out that KFH is at the forefront of support-
ing youth and students, boasting a strong history of social
contributions. This includes strategic partnerships with vari-
ous universities and colleges, as well as consistent support
for students’ graduation projects. KFH has also been an ac-
tive participant in numerous seminars, research discussions,
workshops, and lectures aimed at advancing professional
and academic development.

Additionally, Alfaris highlighted the importance of con-
tinuous learning to fulfill students’ ambitions by enrolling in
higher education programs. He emphasized that this would
enhance their academic and educational achievements, ul-
timately reflecting positively on their future professional
performance.

He extended his best wishes for the scholarship awardees
in pursuing their academic path and professional future.

AUK’s international programs enhance

student mobility and global experience

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 12: Eight stu-
dents from the American University of
Kuwait (AUK) have been selected to
study abroad this summer. They will
further their education and career de-
velopment at prestigious universities
in the United States, including George
Washington University in Washington
D.C., and Dartmouth College in New
Hampshire.

Two AUK students were awarded
scholarships to spend their summer se-
mester at GWU, connecting with peers
internationally. Aisha Khazaal, a sen-
ior majoring in English literature; and
Yara Abdel Rahman Touman, a sopho-
more majoring in finance will maintain
a full-time status at GWU, taking two

courses during a 6-week semester.
The GWU scholarship is one of sev-
eral agreements AUK has with interna-

AUK students at Dartmouth College.

tional institutions, aimed at providing
students with study-abroad opportunities
that promote cross-cultural exchanges.
Through these international programs,
AUK reaffirms its commitment to pro-
viding students with the necessary skills
for student mobility. This experience
provides personal growth, expands stu-
dents’ horizons, and connects AUK stu-
dent communities globally.

Similarly, six AUK students were

selected to spend their summer se-
mester with Dartmouth College, shar-
ing insights, experiences, and gaining
skills through the Internship Exchange
and For-Credit Exchange programs.
Nour Dashti, a junior majoring in
graphic design; Maryam Samak, a
senior majoring in communication &
media; Reem Shady, a senior major-
ing in computer science; and Youssef
Fakih, a senior majoring in finance,

will be placed in various internship de-
partments for 6 weeks on campus and
remotely, putting their knowledge to
practice while gaining a set of novel
competencies. Youssef Damerji, a sen-
ior majoring in accounting; and Reema
Al Haj Assad, a senior majoring in Fi-
nance, will be spending their summer
semester taking three classes, sharing
and learning among Dartmouth peers
for a period of 10 weeks.
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Reynolds-Lively household come out winners

‘Deadpool & Wolverine' tops the box office for third week

NEW YORK, Aug 12, (Agencies): In the Ryan Reynolds-Blake Lively
box-office showdown, both husband and wife came out winners.

Reynolds’ Marvel Studios smash “Deadpool & Wolverine” re-
mained the top movie in North American theaters for the third straight
week with $54.2 million in ticket sales according to studio estimates
Sunday. Worldwide, it’s now surpassed $1 billion. “Deadpool &
Wolverine,” though, was closely followed by “It Ends With Us,” the
romance drama starring Lively, which surpassed expectations with a
stellar $50 million debut.

Together, the films created a kind of family edition of “Barben-
heimer,” in which a pair of very different movies thrived in part due to
counterprogramming. Only this time, the opposite movies were front-
ed by one of Hollywood’s most famous couples. The films’ one-two
punch wasn’t entirely unprecedented. In 1990, Bruce Willis’ “Die Hard
2” led the box office while Demi Moore’s “Ghost” came in second.

The weekend also featured a high-priced flop. “Borderlands,” the
long-delayed $120-million videogame adaptation directed by Eli Roth,
launched with a paltry $8.8 million for Lionsgate. The film, starring
Cate Blanchett, Kevin Hart and Jack Black, was shot all the way back
in 2021. After delays and reshoots, it finally landed in theaters effec-
tively dead-on-arrival; it scored just 10% fresh on Rotten Tomatoes
and seems likely contend for one of the worst movies of the year.

Meanwhile, “Deadpool & Wolverine,” which co-stars Hugh Jackman,

continued its march through box-office records. The film, directed by
Shawn Levy, is only the second R-rated movie to reach $1 billion, follow-
ing 2019’s “Joker.” In three weeks, it’s already one of the most lucrative
Marvel releases and trails only Disney’s other 2024 smash, “Inside Out”
($1.6 billion worldwide) among movies released this year.

Lively makes a cameo in “Deadpool & Wolverine” but she both
stars in and produced “It Ends With Us.” Adapted from the bestsell-
ing romance novel by Colleen Hoover, Lively stars as Lily Bloom, a
Boston florist torn between two men, one from her present life (Justin
Baldoni, who also directed the film) and another who was her first love
(Brandon Sklenar).

Adaptation

“It Ends With Us” cost a modest $25 million to produce, so it will
turn a significant profit for co-financers Columbia Pictures and Way-
farer Studios. Like another female-skewing summer-release book ad-
aptation from Sony, “Where the Crawdads Sing,” “It Ends With Us”
could hold well through the typically slower August box-office period.
Audiences gave it an A- CinemaScore.

Reynolds and Lively occasionally played up the convergence of
their movies. Earlier this week, Reynolds posted a video of himself
posing junket questions to Sklenar. The timing paid off especially for
Lively, whose film doubled earlier opening-weekend forecasts.

Neon’s “Cuckoo,” a German Alps-set horror film by filmmaker Til-
man Singer, opened with $3 million on 1,503 screen. It stars Hunter
Schafer and Dan Stevens.

Also:
BEIJING: After being overtaken by new releases for two consecutive
days, the domestic comedy “Successor” reclaimed the top spot at the
Chinese mainland’s daily box office on Sunday, grossing approximate-
ly 53.39 million yuan (about 7.47 million U.S. dollars), according to
the China Movie Data Information Network.

The comedy accounted for over 27 percent of the total box office
revenue on Sunday, with its accumulated sales since its debut on July
16 nearing 3 billion yuan.

The Chinese animated film “White Snake: Afloat,” which soared to
the top of the daily box office chart on its first day of release on Sat-
urday, slipped to second place on Sunday, earning 42.78 million yuan
on that day.

The film is based on the classic Chinese tale of the White Snake, one of
the most popular folk love stories about the romance between a young man
and a snake spirit who has taken human form. The third installment of the
“White Snake” series, this movie hit the silver screen on the traditional Qixi
Festival, also known as Chinese Valentine’s Day.

Realistic drama “Upstream,” which debuted on Friday, came in third
with 42.34 million yuan in revenue on Sunday.

VIENNA: Police kept a watchful
eye as hundreds of Taylor Swift
fans gathered and sang her songs
in the Austrian capital Thursday,
their dreams of watching her per-
form live abruptly dashed.

Three sold-out concerts in Vienna,
part of Swift’s Eras Tours show, were
canceled by organizers after officials
announced arrests over an apparent
plot to attack her shows, saying they
appeared to be inspired by the Islamic
State group and al-Qaida.

The Ernst Happel Stadium, where
up to 65,000 fans had been expected,
sat empty Thursday aside from me-
dia filming outside. Later in the day
on Corneliusgasse - a small street
just 5 kilometers (3 miles) from
the stadium - fans flocked to trade
friendship bracelets and commiserate
about the cancelations. The beaded
bracelets, typically bearing Swift’s
song titles or popular phrases, are
usually swapped at concerts with
strangers.

The fans gathered on Cornelius-
gasse because the street name echoes
“Cornelia Street,” the name of a
contemplative synth-pop track from
Swift’s 2019 album, “Lover.”

The title refers to a street in New
York City’s Greenwich Village,
where Swift rented a luxury apart-
ment in 2016 and fans now visit to
take selfies. “And I hope I never lose
you, hope it never ends,” she sings
in the song’s chorus. “I’d never walk
Cornelia Street again.”

Fans clapped, danced and
cheered as they belted out some
of her songs and took selfies with
each other. Some were upbeat,
while others overcome by emo-
tions as they hugged and cried,
saying they were heartbroken.

Swifties fixed bracelets on trees
in the city center. One police officer
had his uniform decorated with
bracelets. As it started to rain, some
of the fans dispersed, perhaps to be
reunited another day. (AP)

Q Qo a
NEW YORK: Bob Woodward’s

next book, continuing a long tradi-
tion of election year releases, will
focus on the conflicts in Ukraine
and the Middle East and how they
shape American presidential politics.
Simon & Schuster announced
Wednesday that Woodward’s
“War” will be published Oct. 15.
The publisher is calling the book
an “intimate and sweeping account
of one of the most tumultuous and
dangerous periods in presidential

Variety

This image released by Metrograph shows Lilly Collias in a scene from ‘Good One.” (AP)

Film

Indie movie shines light on father-daughter dynamics

Delicate, powerful family saga in ‘Good One’

By Lindsey Bahr

17-year-old’s perception of her father is

forever altered on a three-day backpacking
trip in India Donaldson’s excellent debut “Good
One”.

Something happens. And then something doesn’t
happen. But that’s more of the tear point on the al-
ready delicate fabric of a relationship that has been
deteriorating from neglect for years.

The trip to the Catskills was envisioned as a joint
family trip. Chris (James Le Gros) and his daugh-
ter Sam (newcomer Lily Collias) planned to go with
Chris’s old friend Matt (Danny McCarthy) and his
teenage son. But when they pull up to Matt’s place,
there’s an argument taking place between the fa-
ther and son, who retreats to the apartment as Matt
stomps to Chris’s car. The teenage son is no longer
joining them.

Donaldson focuses her camera on Sam, whose
face and deeply expressive eyes tell you everything
you need to know: This is weird and it doesn’t feel
right. Suddenly she’s on a boys trip with a pair of sad
middle aged men who have known one another for
decades and whose lives haven’t worked out the way
they thought. Both are divorced. Chris has moved on
and has a new baby.

Matt is still in the early stages of having his life
upended. And, boy, do they talk about their failed
relationships, one of whom is obviously Sam’s
mother. “I couldn’t make her happy.” “She was the
one who started doing things first.” “I didn’t want to
get divorced.”

Sam rolls her eyes a lot of the time; Other times
she responds insightfully. The guys seem to half hear
her, but also not. They long ago decided on their own
narrative, their victimhood, and Sam is not going to
change that with a bit of innocent truth.

Are they always this honest with their disappoint-
ments, failures and shortcomings around their kids,
you wonder? Or is this a new thing happening on
this trip? Chris, in particular, has forgotten that Sam,

as worldly and wise as she seems, is still ultimately
just akid. You sense that Sam has already started to
realize that her father is as flawed as anyone; but on
this trip, his full self is on display.

All of the acting is terrific and so naturalistic that
it’s easy to forget that these are actors performing
lines that they’ve memorized in front of a camera.
Le Gros as the fastidious super camper, who freaks
out about his daughter’s safety from bears when he
discovers that Matt was eating in his tent, but does
little later on; And McCarthy as a failed actor and
now failed husband who can be charming and fun
but is mostly annoying and gross. But the real break-
out is Collias. Her face and presence, empathetic and
knowing, carries the whole film in an unforgettable
depiction of modern girlhood with all of the dreami-
ness, awkwardness and boredom.

Donaldson, like Kelly Reichardt, has a keen eye
for the smallest of details; A reaction, a wince, even
a blank expression that says everything. She also
knows when to turn away from the dialogue and the
people and give the audience a nature break. One of
many great decisions was to have Sam on her period
during the trip, something she deals with silently be-
hind trees and bushes as the guys wait impatiently.

At one point the guys are dreaming about what
they’d do differently if they had a second chance
at life. Matt would be a philosopher. Chris would
own a bookstore. What about Sam, they ask. She re-
sponds that hopefully she still has a shot at deciding
on this life. Indeed.

These stakes might seem comparatively small in
a movie landscape of deadly tornadoes, apocalypses
and multiverses colliding. But that’s what makes it
so special. It is humanity, with all of its beauties and
disappointments, as most of us experience it. And
it’s one that will likely stay with you for some time.

“Good One,” a Metrograph pictures release in lim-
ited theaters Friday, is rated R by the Motion Picture
Association for “language.” Running time: 90 min-

utes. Four stars out of four.
Also:

LOS ANGELES: Michelle Pfeiffer is heading to Mon-
tana.

The Oscar nominee will executive produce and
star in “Madison,” a new Taylor Sheridan-penned
series set in the “Yellowstone” universe, Paramount
announced Thursday.

Set in present day, “Madison” is the “Yellow-
stone” sequel that has been promised since it was
announced the upcoming second half of season five
would air in November. Those final episodes will
conclude the series and be without its original star
Kevin Costner.

The mothership series, about the Dutton family
— who for generations has owned a massive, envi-
able piece of land in Montana — has been a bench-
mark for the Paramount streamer. The 2022 pre-
miere episode of season five was watched by 12.1
million people.

Another “Yellowstone” prequel is also planned
called “1944.”

Pfeiffer’s show follows a family of New Yorkers,
now in the Madison River valley of central Mon-
tana, and deals with themes of grief and human con-
nection.

Her last TV show was in 2022 playing Betty Ford
in Showtime’s “The First Lady.”

A release date for “Madison” has not been an-
nounced.

a a d

LOS ANGELES: Also coming to Netflix on Thurs-
day is the Halle Berry and Mark Wahlberg movie
“The Union,” an action comedy about a construction
worker who gets entangled in the world of espionage
by an old girlfriend from high school. The synopsis
teases: “Knowing he’s the right man for the job, she
recruits Mike on a dangerous intelligence mission in
Europe that thrusts them back together into a world
of spies and high-speed car chases, with sparks fly-
ing along the way.” (AP)

politics and American history,”
centered on President Joe Biden,
Vice President Kamala Harris
and former President Donald
Trump, who is Harris’ opponent
in this fall’s election.

“Readers are with President
Biden and his top advisers in tense
conversations with Russian president
Vladimir Putin, Israeli prime

minister Benjamin Netanyahu, and
Ukrainian president Volodymyr
Zelensky. Readers also see Trump,
conducting a shadow presidency and
seeking to regain political power,”
the announcement reads in part.
“With his detailed, inside-the-
room reporting, Woodward shows
President Biden’s approach to
managing the war in Ukraine, the

Woodward Swift

most significant land war in Europe
since World War II, and his tortured
path to contain the bloody Middle
East conflict between Israel and the
terrorist group Hamas.”

According to Simon & Schuster,
“War” also “provides an unvar-
nished examination of the vice
president as she tries to embrace
the Biden legacy and policies while

beginning to chart a path of her own
as a presidential candidate.”

Biden announced just 2 1/2
weeks ago that he would not seek
re-election, leaving Woodward
relatively little time to update his
book. He has turned in a com-
pleted manuscript, but continues to
report and may still revise “War”
before it goes to the printers. (AP)
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Music, fashion blend
Yseult ‘hits’ Olympic
stage, boosts career

PARIS, Aug 12, (AP): Yseult had two goals when
she appeared on stage as the final act for the clos-
ing ceremony of the Paris Olympics on Sunday: Turn
the world’s biggest spotlight into her megaphone and
shine a light on France while boosting her music and
modeling career in the US and around the globe.

The Parisian entertainer performed live, standing
centerstage at the Stade de France then calmly strutted
on the platform like she famously does during major
fashion runway shows such as Balmain and Balencia-
ga. It was a big moment for the singer, who sang the
rendition of Frank Sinatra’s classic “My Way,” which
derives from the French song “Comme d’habitude,”
composed by Jacques Revaux
and Claude Frangois.

“The lyrics match perfectly
with my career,” Yseult told
The Associated Press in an
interview on the rooftop of a
luxury hotel in Paris. The sing-
er said she choose Sinatra’s
popular 1969 ballad over the
French version because it’s
more “bold, fierce and strong”
like herself.

“I like the fact that this is
me, this is who I am,” she said.
“I’m not perfect. But I'm doing things my way. The
version of Frank Sinatra is more fierce and empower-
ing. The French version is more like a love sad song.”

After Yseult’s performance, her next goal is win-
ning over hearts in the U.S., starting with her new
album “Mental,” which releases Sept. 20. Her up-
coming project is all a part of her plans for global
dominance within entertainment and fashion.

Yseult spoke with the AP about her new album,
flourishing modeling career and maintaining her men-
tal health through online bullying.

In France, Yseult is known for her unapologetically
candid lyrics, fearlessly speaking out about her ex-
periences as a Black woman and openly addressing
issues like racism and discrimination.

Honest

However, Yseult’s honest nature was met with
some online trolls who targeted her plus-sized body
shape. She said the comments rocked her mental
health, but declined to say what - if any - help she
sought or received.

“To be bullied publicly is very painful as a human,”
she said. “It’s painful as an artist. ... Everyone having
negative thoughts about you. It’s very tricky because
people already have a stereotype about Black women,
and a woman who has curves. It’s more and more hate
on me.

“But I'm proud of myself because I stand tall and
have resilience, so I don’t care.”

Instead of clapping back on social media, she chose
to open up about how it affected her mental health
and let friends speak for her on “Mental,” a 12-track
album led by the single “B(asterisk)(asterisk)(aster-
isk) You Could Never.” Her new project will feature
English lyrics for the first time.

“On my last project, I talk about my skin, hair, fam-
ily and struggle. My vulnerability,” Yseult said about
her extended play album, “Brut” in 2020. “On this
project, it was important for me to talk about my men-
tal health and share where I am right now.”

Yseult has soaring vocals, but she’s also a top-
notched fashionista. She’s well respected in the mod-
eling industry, performing on major runways from
Balmain, Mugler, McQueen and Balenciaga.

The singer is a global ambassador for L’Oreal and
was a sensation on the red carpet at the Cannes Film
Festival this year.

As Yseult grows more into her stardom, she knows
more pressure will be placed on her. But she feels
ready to take on the challenge of inspiring Black
curvy women like herself.

“I just embrace my fears, and I embrace the fact
that I'm not perfect,” she said. “I’'m kind of happy if
I’'m inspiring some women. It’s cool, but it’s a lot of
pressure.”

Yseult, who performed in a Dior Haute Couture
ensemble, wants to create her own unisex brand. It
certainly can happen with the connections she’s made
within the fashion industry.

Yseult believes French artists are as talented as
anyone the world.

During the opening ceremony, the country’s top
performers from different musical genres - including
Aya Nakamura to Gojira - put on a show.

For closing festivities, it was Yseult’s turn.

“Here is the face of France,” she said. “It’s diverse.
Let’s be proud of our inclusivity. Our diversity. Even
if behind each fight, you can feel some resistance. We
always win. So, I'm here. I'm going to stand. I'm go-
ing to sing. It’s already a win. This is France.”

Emotions

Even if the French lyrics aren’t fully understood,
Yseult believes the emotions in the song speak for
themselves.

“You can feel the vibe, the attitude, the personal-
ity,” she said.

Paris has closed out two and a half extraordinary
weeks of Olympic sports and emotion with a star-
studded show in France’s national stadium and from
Long Beach in Southern California. The French capi-
tal has handed over hosting duties for the Summer
Games to the next city in line: Los Angeles in 2028.

Snoop Dogg, who’s brought his star appeal to the
Paris Olympics with multiple appearances on NBC,
kept his momentum going in a pre-taped show from
his native California. After he performed “Drop It
Like Its Hot,” the rapper brought out Dr. Dre as they
rapped their classic “The Next Episode” in Long
Beach, California.

Billie Eilish performed “Birds of a Feather” from
her third studio album “Hit Me Hard and Soft.” Red
Hot Chili Peppers performed the 2003 jam “Can’t
Stop.”

Like his many “Mission: Impossible” stunts, Tom
Cruise dropped from the top of Stade de France
while H.E.R. played her guitar. He rode a motorcycle
through the audience as H.E.R. played her guitar. In
a prerecorded sequence, he went through Paris before
heading into a plane the parachuting into in a farm-
land.

With a guitar in hand, H.E.R. sang the US national
anthem while Simone Biles and Los Angeles may-
or Karen Bass stood behind her. She played on her
custom-built Stratocaster during the Paris handover
to Los Angeles.

Yseult
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This album cover image released

by Republic Records: Kids & Family

shows ‘My Favorite Dream’ by John
Legend. (AP)

Variety

NEW YORK: A revival of the cutthroat
business play “Glengarry Glen Ross” is
slated for Broadway this spring - cast with
a star from “Succession,” a TV show about
cutthroat business.

Kieran Culkin will join “Better Call
Saul” star Bob Odenkirk and comedian
Bill Burr in a new production of an ex-
amination of two days in the lives of four
desperate Chicago real estate salesmen.
The production is set to open on Broadway
in the spring of 2025.

Culkin is the latest “Succession” star to
make their way to Broadway after Jeremy
Strong appeared in a revival of “An Enemy
of the People” this year. Sarah Snook,
who played Shiv Roy, is expected to bring
her one-woman production of “The Picture
of Dorian Gray” to Broadway in 2025.

David Mamet’s “Glengarry Glen Ross,”
is drenched in testosterone and verbal trick-
ery, dealing with Florida real estate and
the horrible desperation in offices. Patrick
Marber will direct the new production

This will be the third revival of the play
on Broadway. It’s previously attracted the
likes of Al Pacino, Bobby Cannavale, Da-
vid Harbour, Alan Alda, Liev Schreiber
and Joe Mantegna. A movie version starred
Jack Lemmon and Alec Baldwin. (AP)
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SHARJAH: The Sharjah Museum of Is-
lamic Civilization, located on the Corniche
just north of the heart of Sharjah district, is
facility of exquisite nature displaying Arab
and Muslim cultural achievements.

The museum focuses on spreading cultur-
al awareness and preserves Islamic arts and
crafts, including textiles, jewelry, astrolabes,
manuscripts, ceramics and coins.

Opened in 1996, the museum reflects
the vision of member of UAE’s Supreme
Council and Sharjah ruler, Sheikh Dr.
Sultan Al-Qasami in promoting the Is-
lamic and Arab cultural achievements, and
becoming a meeting point for worldwide
visitors to learn more about their history.
(KUNA)
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SHAHRAK, Afghanistan: In the wake

of the destruction of the world-renowned
Great Buddhas in central Afghanistan’s
Bamiyan province, concerns are mount-
ing over the fate of Afghanistan’s other
UNESCO-listed heritage, the Minaret of
Jam. It is now facing severe threats from
natural disasters, particularly the torrential
floods this year.

The Minaret of Jam, along with its ar-
chaeological remains, was inscribed on the
World Heritage List by the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Or-
ganization (UNESCO) in 2002. According
to the organization, at 1,900 meters above
sea level and far from any town, the 65m-
tall minaret dates back to the 12th century.

In May, a huge flood, which locals
described as “unprecedented in a century,”
hit the Ghor province, causing at least 50
deaths, destroying farmlands and houses
and submerging the bottom of the ancient
monument, which stands near the Hari

River. For decades, earthquakes and floods

have been heightening the risk of erosion

Music

‘My Favorite Dream’ showcases family and love

Legend ventures into Kids' music

NEW YORK, Aug 12, (AP): Twenty
years on from the release of his debut
album, the career making “Get Lifted,”
John Legend is entering uncharted ter-
ritory.

On Aug. 30, the R&B-pop singer
will release his first-ever children’s
album titled “My Favorite Dream,”
via Republic Records: Kids & Fam-
ily. Produced by the chamber pop
polymath Sufjan Stevens, the record is
lush, and centers on universal themes
like love, safety, family and dreams
across nine original tracks, two covers,
a solo piano track and three bonus cov-
ers of Fisher-Price songs.

Legend, who is a father of four with
wife Chrissy Teigen - Luna is 8, Miles
is 6, Esti and Wren are both toddlers
- made it a point to write songs that
worked for adults, too. Some will even
resonate with those who might not
have children. These are soulful, capi-
tal-J John Legend songs with poignant
messaging.

“] wanted the parents to like it,” he
told The Associated Press over the
phone. “I wanted the same standard
of like quality and musicianship that
I would want on any of my records.”

The album needed to stand on its
own.

“To be able to craft a children’s al-
bum with as much depth and artistry,
while finding the unique balance of
making it bright and warm for little
ones, is a true skill,” said Republic
Records: Kids & Family senior vice
president Bree Bowles. “There is an
authenticity to the work which makes
you feel part of his world and family.”

This interview, in which Legend
discusses “My Favorite Dream,” its
lead single “L-O-V-E,” and the role his
family played in the creative process,
has been edited for clarity and brevity.

AP: Why children’s music, and why
now?

Legend: I'm in the thick of parenting,
and we have some small kids - two kids
under 2 right now, and then our older
kids as well. And, you know, music is
such an important part of our lives. And
music is such an important part of the
way we interact with each other.

It all started when I was just play-
ing a version of one of the songs that
is on a Fisher-Price play mat: The song
called “Maybe,” that a lot of parents of
toddlers know very well. I was learning
how to play it on the piano so I could
sing it to Esti, one of our babies, and
Chrissy recorded me learning the song
and singing it to Esti on the piano. She
posted it to her Instagram. And all my
fans were like, “John, you got to do
more children’s songs. You got to
cover all the Fisher-Price songs.” And
so, a lot of people were asking me to

and potential collapse of the minaret if
preventive measures are not taken.

“The flooding has damaged the minaret,
with two meters of the monument being
submerged under water (when the flood
came),” Israel Haidari, the director of
cultural affairs at Ghor’s information and
culture department, told Xinhua.

Haidari said that following a recent com-
munication with the Ministry of Information
and Culture in Kabul, a UNESCO team

record some children’s music. And I
kind of took it as a challenge, not to just
cover some songs kids already knew
and loved, but to try to create some-
thing new. So, I wrote nine new origi-
nal songs and made a whole album of it.
And it was fun, just thinking about all
the messages that we tell our kids and
the things I want to sing to them.

AP: Does it require a different skill-
set, writing family music?

Legend: Well, it’s interesting be-
cause I've been writing for Broadway
lately, too, and I feel like in some ways
it kind of tapped into a similar skill set.
It took me out of my own self, a lit-
tle bit, and allowed me to approach the
music a little differently than I would
for a normal John Legend album. But
also, the difference between this and
Broadway - and the thing that makes it
more like a regular John Legend album
- is that I really thought about my own
life, my own communication with my
kids, the messages that I like to give
them, and then I put that in song.

AP: Sufjan Stevens produced the
album, and it is heard throughout —
there are many songs on here that di-
rectly recall his signature whimsy, a
kind of baroque songwriting style.

Legend: He’s singing a lot of back-
up, and he’s such a genius. I have been a
fan of his for like 20 years. When I was
writing these songs, my first thought of
who I wanted to produce this was Suf-
jan, because I love how dreamy he can
make music, and how whimsical, and
how much character he has to every-
thing that he makes. And I just felt like
it would be the perfect energy for a chil-
dren’s album: To blend my songwriting
with his production and arranging and
playing. You just hear his influence all
over the album and I love it.

I was so happy he said yes because
you never know if someone’s gonna
want to make a children’s album with
you, and we had never worked togeth-
er. We had never even met before we
started working on this.

AP: The first single, “L-O-V-E,”
features your wife and two of your
children, Luna and Miles. How did
that come to be?

Legend: I'm so excited to have
them on the track. We had them come
down to the studio and sing it with us,
and that’s very cool.

Chrissy is on “Happy Xmas (War
Is Over),” the cover I did of that for
the Christmas project and Luna is talk-
ing on that track. This is the first time
that Luna and Miles have sung on any-
thing. I love this song because it really
sums up, like, who I am, my philoso-
phy on life, and what we try to teach
our kids about just being a light in the
world and letting love guide you and

Odenkirk

Culkin

inform the way you treat other people
and the way you think about the world.
Really, it informs my politics, my phi-
lanthropy, my music, everything I do
- I think about how to spread love and
to look at the world with love and em-
pathy and seeing each other’s human-
ity. And that’s really what this song is
all about.

AP: How did your kids inspire the
album?

Legend: My kids do a music class.
My toddlers, they do a music class
with other toddlers. They play little
shakers and teachers come and sing
with them and play guitar. I wanted
the first half of the album to feel kind
of like that music class, more upbeat,
a big singalong. And then the second
half should be sleepy time. So that’s
kind of the layout of the album. The
first half is more fun and upbeat and
like the music class the kids do. And
then the second half is more like what
you would play if you were trying to
get them to calm down for the night.

AP: The album is mostly originals,
except for two covers: Bob Marley &
the Wailers’ “Three Little Birds” and
“You Are My Sunshine,” excluding
the bonus tracks. Why those songs?

Legend: I was just thinking a lot
about different covers... and I wanted
to make sure that whatever I covered,
I could do a version that was differ-
ent than other people’s versions. And
these were two that I really settled on.

Of course, I've known Bob Marley’s
music for a long time, and I thought that
song went with the spirit of the first half
of the album. A lot of those songs are
kind of encouraging the kids to find the
bright side in life, when you feel sad to
connect with what makes you happy,
with the people you love and all those
things. “Three Little Birds” captures
that energy in the right way.

And then “You Are My Sunshine”
is, in some ways, a sad song because
it’s about how you really value some-
one, but also how much you miss them
when they’re not there. And I think
that we feel that with our family a lot.
I think most families feel that: How
much you care about them and love
them, and also how much you miss
them when theyre not around.

AP: What do you hope listeners get
out of this project?

Legend: I want them to feel the love
that I put into it, and I want them to be
able to translate that love to their own
families and loved ones. I think the
messages of the album are ones that
we like to share with our kids, and I
have a feeling that a lot of parents are
going to want to share them with their
kids too, and that’ll make me happy if
they’re able to do that.

visited the site and has commenced efforts
to clear the debris around the minaret.

In a recent statement, the ministry
reiterated the importance of safeguarding
the minaret. Ghor’s provincial director for
information and culture, Abdul Hai Zaim,
confirmed the completion of the clearing
work of rocks and other debris brought by
floods around the monument and empha-
sized the need for additional protective
walls to ensure its preservation. (Xinhua)
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How to stay healthy during summer

Summer diseases: Tips to prevent, tackle them effectively

Dr. Jibin John Thomas,
Internal Medicine

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 12: Summer
days are long, sunny, and character-
ized by soaring temperatures. How-
ever, the season also presents several
health challenges. Increased tempera-
tures, humidity, and exposure to the
sun can lead to various health issues.

How to prevent common summer
illnesses

Sunburn

Sunburn is caused by prolonged
exposure to the sun’s ultraviolet (UV)
rays, which can lead to skin blistering
and redness. Fatigue occurs when the
body loses too much water and salt
through sweat, presenting symptoms
such as heavy sweating, weakness,
dizziness, nausea, and headache.

Preventive measures:

B Apply a broad-spectrum sun-
screen with SPF 30 or higher.

B Wear protective clothing, a wide-
brimmed hat, and sunglasses.

B Seek shade during peak sun ex-
posure.

B Stay hydrated by drinking plenty
of water and electrolyte-rich drinks.

B Avoid strenuous outdoor activi-
ties during peak sunlight hours (from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.).

Dr. Thomas

B Wear light and loose clothing.

B If symptoms occur, move to a
cool place, drink water, and rest.

Heat stroke

Heat stroke is a serious condition
caused by prolonged exposure to high
temperatures. It occurs when the body
loses its ability to control temperature.
Symptoms include fever (above 104°F
or 40°C), confusion, rapid heartbeat,
and loss of consciousness.

Preventive measures:

B Take the same precautions as for
sunburn.

B Warning: Heat stroke is a medical
emergency. If symptoms persist, seek

medical attention immediately.

Communicable diseases and in-
fections

High summer temperatures promote
the growth of bacteria in food, increas-
ing the risk of foodborne illnesses.
Common pathogens include Salmo-
nella, E. coli, and Norovirus.

Preventive measures:

B Wash hands thoroughly before
eating or preparing food.

M Maintain good hygiene.

M Ensure food is cooked and kept at
the right temperature.

M Avoid eating raw or undercooked
meat and seafood.

B Choose clean and hygienic envi-
ronments when dining out. Remember,
the hygiene of the kitchen and chef is
crucial.

Fungal infections

Sweating and humidity in the sum-
mer can lead to fungal infections like
athlete’s foot, ringworm, and jock itch.

Preventive measures:

M Keep the skin clean and dry, espe-
cially in areas prone to sweating.

B Wear light, breathable clothing
and shoes.

M If itching occurs, particularly in a
circular pattern with a rash, use anti-
fungal powders or sprays.

M Contact a healthcare provider if

symptoms persist.

Respiratory diseases - allergic rhi-
nitis

High pollen levels in summer can
increase the risk of allergic rhinitis.
Symptoms include sneezing, runny
nose, itchy eyes, redness in the eyes,
nasal congestion, and sinus pain.

Preventive measures:

M Stay away from places with high
pollen levels.

B Stay indoors when the environ-
ment is dusty; wear a mask when go-
ing outside.

Bl Replace or clean air conditioning
filters and ducts annually.

B Use antihistamines or nasal sprays
(particularly corticosteroids if needed)
as prescribed by a doctor.

B Avoid unnecessary use of steroid
sprays, as they can lead to nasal bleed-
ing, irritation, crusting, and issues with
the nasal septum.

Dehydration

Dehydration occurs when the body
doesn’t get enough water. Even mild
dehydration can cause headaches, fa-
tigue, cramps, and dizziness. These
symptoms signal that your body is not
adequately hydrated. Check the color
of your urine; dark urine and decreased
output indicate dehydration. A blood
test can also reveal dehydration and

electrolyte abnormalities.

Preventive measures:

M Drink plenty of water, at least 3 to
4 liters per day.

B Avoid going out in the sun during
peak hours.

B Consume electrolyte drinks, fruit
juices, and vegetables.

B Get proper rest and sleep for 8
hours a day.

B Use air conditioning in your
rooms.

Kidney and urinary stones

Kidney and urinary tract stones are
more likely to form during hot weather
due to the concentration of minerals
and salts in the kidneys. These hard
deposits can cause severe pain and uri-
nary complications. Types of kidney
stones include calcium oxalate stones,
uric acid stones, and struvite stones.
Symptoms include severe pain in the
back, side, or abdomen, blood in the
urine, nausea, vomiting, frequent uri-
nation, and pain while urinating.

Preventive measures:

B Stay hydrated by drinking plenty
of water throughout the day, aiming
for at least 3 to 4 liters daily.

B Eat water-rich foods like fruits
(watermelon, papaya, oranges, lem-
ons, apricots, blueberries) and veg-
etables (cucumbers, tomatoes without

seeds, celery).

B Make dietary changes by avoiding
foods like spinach, beetroot, nuts, and
chocolate, which are high in oxalates.

B Limit sodium intake, as high so-
dium increases calcium in the urine.

B Maintain a balanced diet rich in
calcium but avoid excessive protein.

B Monitor beverage consumption,
as sugary drinks and sodas increase the
risk of kidney stones.

B Citrus drinks like lemonade or
orange juice can help prevent stone
formation.

B Regularly monitor kidney func-
tion through blood and urine tests, es-
pecially if you have a history of kidney
stones.

Summer season brings high tem-
peratures that influence our lifestyle,
habits, and diet. It is also a time when
various diseases can arise due to these
changes. Hydration is the key to pre-
venting most of these illnesses. By
maintaining a suitable diet, getting
adequate rest, and staying vigilant, you
can keep illness at bay. Regular medi-
cal checkups, along with blood and
urine tests, can help assess your health
condition and allow for timely treat-
ment before diseases become severe.
Let this summer season be healthy and
joyful for everyone.

Experts turning toxoplasma from foe into friend

A common parasite could one day
deliver drugs, treat brain disorders

The Conversation is an independent and nonprofit source
of news, analysis and commentary from academic experts.
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By Bill Sullivan
Indiana University

arasites take an enormous toll on human and veterinary

health. But researchers may have found a way for pa-
tients with brain disorders and a common brain parasite to
become frenemies.

A new study published in Nature Microbiology has pio-
neered the use of a single-celled parasite, Toxoplasma gon-
dii, to inject therapeutic proteins into brain cells. The brain
is very picky about what it lets in, including many drugs,
which limits treatment options for neurological conditions.

As a professor of microbiology, I’ve dedicated my career
to finding ways to kill dangerous parasites such as Toxo-
plasma. I'm fascinated by the prospect that we may be able
to use their weaponry to instead treat other maladies.

Ever since scientists realized that microscopic organ-
isms can cause illness - what’s called the 19th-century germ
theory of disease - humanity has been on a quest to keep
infectious agents out of our bodies. Many people’s under-
standable aversion to germs may make the idea of adapting
these microbial adversaries for therapeutic purposes seem
counterintuitive.

But preventing and treating disease by co-opting the very
microbes that threaten us has a history that long predates
germ theory. As early as the 1500s, people in the Middle
East and Asia noted that those lucky enough to survive
smallpox never got infected again. These observations led to
the practice of purposefully exposing an uninfected person
to the material from an infected person’s pus-filled sores -
which unbeknownst to them contained weakened smallpox
virus - to protect them from severe disease.

Vaccines

This concept of inoculation has yielded a plethora of vac-
cines that have saved countless lives.

Viruses, bacteria and parasites have also evolved many
tricks to penetrate organs such as the brain and could be re-
tooled to deliver drugs into the body. Such uses could in-
clude viruses for gene therapy and intestinal bacteria to treat
a gut infection known as C. diff.

Pills offer a convenient and effective way to get medicine
into the body. Chemical drugs such as aspirin or penicillin
are small and easily absorbed from the gut into the blood-
stream.

Biologic drugs such as insulin or semaglutide, on the other
hand, are large and complex molecules that are vulnerable to
breaking down in the stomach before they can be absorbed.
They are also too big to pass through the intestinal wall into
the bloodstream.

All drugs, especially biologics, have great difficulty
penetrating the brain due to the blood-brain barrier. The
blood-brain barrier is a layer of cells lining the brain’s
blood vessels that acts like a gatekeeper to block germs
and other unwanted substances from gaining access to

Experts raise alarm

Africa sees 3 new disease
outhreaks per week: CDC

ADDIS ABABA, Aug 12, (Xinhua): The Africa Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (Africa CDC) has warned
over the escalating public health emergencies across Africa,
as the continent currently experiences an average of three
new disease outbreaks each week.

Africa CDC Director-General Jean Kaseya, address-
ing a media briefing on the multi-country mpox outbreak
in Africa and other health emergencies on Thursday, said
Africa, which has long been suffering from various disease
outbreaks, is in urgent need to combat public health emer-
gencies.

“We are seeing an increase in terms of (disease) outbreaks
in Africa. We are moving from almost two new outbreaks
per week (on average) to three new outbreaks per week,”
Kaseya said, adding that the African continent reported 167
outbreaks in 42 African Union (AU) member states last year.

He said the top five most reported outbreaks in Africa are
mpox, cholera, dengue, measles, and the Lassa fever. “These
outbreaks contribute to 77 percent of all cases and 81.4 per-
cent of deaths in Africa,” he said.

Data from the AU’s specialized healthcare agency show
that at least 16 countries across all five regions of Africa
have been affected by mpox. It said some 38,465 mpox cases
and 1,456 deaths have been reported in Affrica since Janu-
ary 2022, including 887 cases and five deaths during the last
week.

neurons.

Toxoplasma parasites infect all animals, including humans.
Infection can occur in multiple ways, including ingesting spores
released in the stool of infected cats or consuming contaminated
meat or water. Toxoplasmosis in otherwise healthy people pro-
duces only mild symptoms but can be serious in immunocom-
promised people and to gestating fetusus.

Unlike most pathogens, Toxoplasma can cross the blood-
brain barrier and invade brain cells. Once inside neurons, the
parasite releases a suite of proteins that alter gene expression
in its host, which may be a factor in the behavioral changes
it causes in infected animals and people.

In a new study, a global team of researchers hijacked the
system Toxoplasma uses to secrete proteins into its host cell.
The team genetically engineered Toxoplasma to make a hy-
brid protein, fusing one of its secreted proteins to a protein
called MeCP2, which regulates gene activity in the brain - in
effect, giving the MeCP2 a piggyback ride into neurons. Re-
searchers found that the parasites secreted the MeCP2 pro-
tein hybrid into neurons grown in a petri dish as well as in
the brains of infected mice.

Easy to manage and cute ‘exotic’ pet

Adorable mini farm animals gain
popularity among hobby farmers

NEW YORK, Aug 12, (AP): They’re
adorable. They require less food and
space. And without much coaxing,
they might help cut the grass.

Americans are showing more inter-
est in owning miniature cows, goats,
donkeys and other diminutive farm an-
imals, a trend driven by hobby farmers
looking for easy-to-manage livestock
and homesteaders who like the idea of
having a petite or a scaled-down sheep
as a pet.

Animal breeders say sales of pint-
sized farm animals have grown since
the COVID-19 pandemic, when more
people started raising backyard chick-
ens for fun and fresh eggs. Like chick-
ens, mini farm animals appeal to be-
ginners who want the taste of a rugged,
agrarian lifestyle.

“A lot of people don’t have access
to several acres, but if they have a one-
acre plot, they can keep a miniature
cow or a few miniature goats,” said
Brian Gazda, who has a small farm in
East Idaho and with two friends runs a
YouTube channel called “Hobby Farm
Guys.”

Platforms like YouTube and espe-
cially TikTok have played an impor-
tant part in raising the profile of mini
farm animals, said Martin Fysh, a vice
president and divisional merchandis-
ing manager for rural lifestyle retailer
Tractor Supply Co. On any given day,
TikTok users put cuteness on parade
with videos of tiny blue-eyed goats
and 2-foot-tall horses that have re-
ceived millions of views.

But Fysh thinks the trend also re-
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Lisa Moad, owner of Seven Oaks Farm, pets her miniature horse and min-
iature donkey on Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024, in Hamilton, Ohio. (AP)

flects a natural progression among cus-
tomers who started out with a backyard
hen coop. In response, Tractor Supply
has increased its selection of treats for
both mini and regular sized goats.

Family

“They’re seen as part of the extend-
ed family, ” Fysh said.

While some people buy small farm
animals as a stepping stone to owning
larger ones, others don’t have a desire
to expand. Some owners of mini farm
animals turn their hobbies into side
hustles by giving visitor tours, breed-
ing animals, and blogging about their

pastoral experiences.

But before playing Old Macdonald,
newcomers need to weigh the pros and
cons, Gazda and other hobby farmers
said.

Among the challenges: the volatile na-
ture of prices for each of the types of min-
iature farm animals. And while they’re
cute, they can also be aggressive.

Brittany Snow, a high school Eng-
lish teacher in Florida, owns several
small-sized Nigerian Dwarf goats.
She realized her dream of living on a
farm three years ago when her family
moved from the Jacksonville suburb of
Middleburg to nearby Melrose.

Experts explore ‘super microscopes’ integration use

LANZHOU, Aug 12, (Xinhua): Over
500 Chinese experts gathered at a con-
ference in Lanzhou, northwest China’s
Gansu Province, from Wednesday to Fri-
day, to explore the integrated use of the
Hefei Light Source (HLS) and the China
Spallation Neutron Source (CSNS), two
large scientific facilities dubbed as “super
microscopes” to probe the structure of
the microscopic world.

The HLS is the first synchrotron
light source in China, while the CSNS

is the country’s first and the world’s
fourth pulsed spallation neutron
source.

Speaking at the conference, Wang
Sheng, deputy director of the Institute
of High Energy Physics (IHEP) of the
Chinese Academy of Sciences, said
the HLS and the CSNS use X-rays
and neutrons, respectively, to study
the microstructures and properties of
matter. The integrated utilization of
the two large scientific facilities can

obtain complete structural information
on materials, said Wang.

The scientist explained that the
spallation neutron source and synchro-
tron radiation source share numerous
common user groups, as well as many
similarities in key technologies and ex-
perimental methods. More than 95 per-
cent of the users of spallation neutron
source are also users of light sources,
and many research projects require the
use of both facilities, he added.

MEDICAL CLASSIFIEDS

I

i ."‘-}"

. For
your

% ads on

this page

Call: 24813805  E-mail: advt@arabtimesonline.com

www.arabtimesonline.com

%

DrShajahan VM DrAyham Askar Dr. Raina Fernandes

BDS, MDS BDS
Dental Surgeon Dental Surgeon

Working Time: From 9am to 1pm & 5pm to 9pm

eS—hl| op 32| el o } Spo
SHIFA AL JAZEERA MEDICAL CENTRE

FARWANIYA d—silo)—al

BDS
Dental Surgeon

e e o e e e P

Behind Maghateer Commercial Complex & Opp.Police station - Farwaniya

SCALING & GUM TREATMENT
COSMETIC SMILE RECONSTCTION
GUM & ORAL SURGERY

BAD BREATH TREATMENT
SURGICAL TREATMENT

ROOT CANAL TREATMENT
COSMETIC FILLING

FIXED & REMOVABLE DENTURES
CROWN TREATMENT

SIMPLE & SURGICAL EXTRACTION

=
W

DENTAL & COSMETIC DEPARTMENT

Ph: 24 734 000

www.shifaaljazeera.com.kw




SPORTS

ARAB TIMES, TUESDAY, AUGUST 13, 2024

Ames successfully defends Boeing Classic title

Aaron Rai, of England, poses with the trophy after winning the Wyndham Championship golf tournament in Greensboro, N.C. (AP)

France exceed expectations

US again dominate China in Games medals table

PARIS, Aug 12, (AP): The contest
for most gold medals at the Paris
Olympics ended in a 40-40 tie be-
tween China and the United States.

But the U.S. topped the medals
table with a whopping 126 overall,
compared to 91 for China. At the
Tokyo Games, the U.S. also edged
China in the medal count, finishing
with 113 overall and 39 golds, com-
pared to 89 medals with 38 gold for
China.

According to Nielsen’s Gracenote
virtual medal-table forecast, which
collected results data from big com-
petitions since the Tokyo Games,
the top five for overall medals in
Paris was going to be as follows:
The U.S. (112 overall medals);
China (86); Britain (63); France (60)
and Australia (54).

The U.S. did top the medals table.
However, the U.S. and China both
upped their gold and overall medal
counts.

Japan proved the virtual predic-
tors wrong by sneaking into third
place with 20 golds among its 45
medals.

France and Australia were in the
top five as predicted, but the other
way around.

Skateboard star Keegan Palmer
helped Australia go fourth with 18
golds among 53 medals, while fifth-
place France tallied 16 golds among
its 64 medals.

Britain got more medals than in
Tokyo - 65 to 64 - but had less golds
and was seventh overall behind the
Netherlands.

Here’s a closer look at the some of
the nations:

When Cao Yuan defended his ti-
tle in the men’s 10-meter platform
on Saturday, it gave his nation an
unprecedented sweep of the diving
gold medals.

China won all eight golds handed
out at the Olympic Aquatics Centre.

China won five golds in each of
shooting, table tennis and weight-
lifting, with China’s victory in the
team event in table tennis giving the
country its 300th gold in Olympic
history.

Sydney McLaughlin-Levrone
broke her own world record in the
400-meter hurdles as the U.S. won
14 golds in track and field.

Noah Lyles won a historically

Al-Hilal and Al-Ahli kick off Saudi Super

RIYADH, Aug 12: The Saudi Su-
per Cup, featuring Al-Hilal, Al-
Ahli, Al-Nasr, and Al-Taawoun,
will be held from August 13 to 17.

The semi-finals will commence
today with Al-Hilal facing Al-
Ahli, while tomorrow will see Al-
Nasr take on Al-Taawoun. The fi-
nal will be played on August 17 at
Prince Sultan bin Abdulaziz City
Stadium.

Al-Nasr’s recent pre-season tour
in Spain and Portugal yielded dis-
appointing results, with only one
win from a total of six friendlies.
The team recorded three draws and
three losses. They secured a 1-0
victory against Portugal’s Mariti-
mo but struggled in other matches,
including draws with Loletano and
Varense, and losses to Portimon-
ense, Granada, and Porto.

Under the guidance of Portu-
guese coach Jorge Jesus, Al-Hilal
achieved a historic treble last sea-
son, winning the league, Super
Cup, and Custodian of the Two
Holy Mosques Cup. In their Aus-

Cup

trian camp, they played six friend-
lies, starting with a 6-0 victory
over Boeststadt, followed by wins
against Al-Arabi and Italian teams
Como and Udinese, and losses to
Sundowns and Al-Duhail. They
returned to Riyadh with a 3-1 win
over Al-Najma.

Al-Ahli’s pre-season included
five friendly matches, starting

A file photo of players fighting for the ball.

with a 1-0 win over Hungary’s
Obistejsz. They continued with
victories against Blades Linz and
Al-Gharafa, a 2-0 win over Al-
Riyadh, and a 3-3 draw with Graz
of Austria.

With new Argentine coach Ro-
dolfo Arruabarrena, Al-Taawoun
played three friendly matches in
preparation for the season.

close men’s 100-meter race, and
Gabrielle Thomas took the women’s
200. Quincy Hall won the men’s 400
at a Stade de France, which grew ac-
customed to hearing the American
national anthem.

Gymnastics star Simone Biles
added to her growing fame with four
more medals, and the swimmers, led
by another Olympic great in Katie
Ledecky, grabbed eight golds.

The men’s and women’s basket-
ball teams won their tournaments,
both beating France in the finals.
The U.S. women survived the
biggest challenge of their unprec-
edented run to eight straight Olym-
pic gold medals with a 67-66 win
to close out competition at the Paris
Games.

But the U.S. women’s water polo
team went home empty handed after
high expectations.

Led by the brilliant performances
of Léon Marchand, who finished
with five medals overall, Les Bleus

won one more gold than Atlanta
in 1996 and nearly doubled their
33 medals overall from the Tokyo
Games three years ago.

Rugby star Antoine Dupont got
the ball bouncing by leading France
to gold in the rugby sevens, then
Marchand took over.

Heavyweight judo star Teddy
Riner added another gold as the
French judo team walked away with
a whopping 10 medals.

The men’s handball team disap-
pointed, though, failing to get a
medal when defending their title,
although the women did get silver.

The track and field team only got
one medal late on, however, with
Cyrena Samba-Mayela getting sil-
ver in the women’s 110 hurdles on
Saturday.

Four of Germany’s 12 gold med-
als came in equestrian, with veteran
dressage rider Isabell Werth extend-
ing her Olympic equestrian record to
14 medals.

Teen sensation Summer McIntosh
got three swimming gold medals and
a silver for Canada, which ended the
Games with nine golds among its 27
medals.

One of Sweden’s four golds came
from pole vaulter Armand Duplan-
tis, who stunned the 80,000 fans at
Stade de France by breaking his own
world record.

Tennis star Novak Djokovic won
an emotional gold medal for Serbia,
which again won the men’s water
polo final and finished with three
golds among its five medals.

Imane Khelif won one of Alge-
ria’s two golds, emerging from a
tumultuous run at the Games where
she endured intense scrutiny .

Manu Bhaker earned two of In-
dia’s six medals. The 22-year-old
became the first Indian woman to
win a medal in shooting, taking a
bronze in 10-meter air pistol and
adding another in the mixed team
event.

Rai wins Wyndham Championship

GREENSBORO, Aug 12,
(AP): Aaron Rai took ad-
vantage of Max Greyser-
man’s late meltdown to win
the Wyndham Champion-
ship on Sunday for his first

PGA Tour title.

Rai closed with a 6-under 64,
with the 29-year-old Englishman
making a 6 1/2-foot birdie putt on
the par-4 18th to post at 18-under
262 in the regular-season finale at
Sedgefield Country Club.

Greyserman, the 29-year-old for-
mer Duke player, shot 69 to finish two
strokes back on a day when everyone
played 36 holes and some a few more
in the event washed out by rain Thurs-
day and delayed Friday and Saturday.

Rai was four strokes back after Grey-
serman holed out from 91 yards for
eagle on the par-4 13th, then had an un-
expected share of the lead a hole later
when Greyserman drove out-of-bounds
and made a quadruple-bogey 8 on 14.

Greyserman - who shot 60 in the
second round - birdied the par-5 15th
to pull a shot ahead, then four-putted
the par-3 16th for a double bogey and
parred the last two holes.

J.J. Spaun (64) and Ryo Hisatsune
(67) tied for third at 15 under.

The top 70 in the FedEx Cup stand-
ings qualified for the playoff opener
next week in Tennessee.

Stephen Ames successfully defend-
ed his Boeing Classic title, birdieing
the par-5 18th for a 5-under 67 and
one-stroke victory over Ernie Els, Ste-
ven Alker and Robert Karlsson

The 60-year-old Ames, a naturalized
Canadian from Trinidad and Tobago,
won has third PGA Tour Champions
title of the season and ninth overall. He
won four times on the PGA Tour.

GOLF

Ames finished at 11-under 205 at
The Club at Snoqualmie Ridge.

Els and Alker played alongside
Ames, each shooting 68. Els also has
three victories this season. Second-
round leader Karlsson shot 75 in the
final group.

Matt McCarty won the Pinnicale
Bank Champions for his second victo-
ry in his last four stars to take the Korn
Ferry Tour season points lead, closing
with a 4-under 67 to beat Danny Walk-
er by a stoke.

McCarty finished at 14-uder 270 at
The Club at Indian Creek. Already as-
sured a PGA Tour card next season,
he jumped from second to first in the
standings with two events left in the
regular season.

The 26-year-old McCarty won the
Price Cutter Charity Championship
four weeks ago for his first career vic-
tory and tied for second last week in
the Utah Championship.

Danny Walker shot 72. T.J. Vogel
(70) and Brandon Crick (70) were 12
under.

Rianne Malixi beat Asterisk Talley
3 and 2 to win the U.S. Women’s Am-
ateur at Southern Hills, three weeks
after routing Talley in the U.S. Girls’
Junior final.

Last month in the U.S. Girls’ Jun-
ior, the 17-year-old Malixi - from the
Philippines - beat Talley 8 and 7 at El
Caballero in Tarzana, California, the
largest championship-match blowout
in tournament history.

Malixi is the second player to win
both events in the same year, joining
Eun Jeong Seong in 2016. She has ver-
bally committed to play at Duke, with
plans to begin play in 2025.

The 15-year-old Talley, from Chow-
chilla, California, led 1 up Saturday
after the first 18 holes of the 36-hole
championship match were moved up a
day because of expected rain Sunday.

Malixi was 3 up after 26, and Tal-
ley took the next three holes to it. They
halved the 30th, Malixi won the next
three with birdies and closed it out
with par halve on the par-5 34th.

Peter Uihlein won the International
Series England for his first Asian Tour
victory. The American closed with an
8-under 63 for a seven-stroke victory
at Foxhills in Surrey, England. He fin-
ished at 20 under, shooting a course-
record 61 in the second round. .. Ren
Yonezawa closed with a 7-under 64
for a three-stroke victory in the Japan
Golf Tour’s Yokohama Minato Cham-
pionship. He finished at 2-under 262.

. Brandon Robinson-Thompson of
England ran away with the Farmfoods
Scottish Challenge for his second
Challenge Tour title.

Great Britain’s Tom Daley arrives

by Eurostar in London’s St. Pan-

cras International train station after

competing at the 2024 Paris Olym-
pic Games in France. (AP)

5-time Oly medalist

Tom Daley says
‘ I A )
quitting diving
LONDON, Aug 12, (AP): Five-time
Olympic medalist Tom Daley an-
nounced his retirement from diving

on Monday.

Daley told British Vogue maga-
zine he had decided to call time on
his career.

The 30-year-old British diver com-
peted at five Games, making his de-
but at Beijing 2008 and winning gold
and bronze in Tokyo, silver in Paris

and bronzes at London 2012 and Rio
2016.

DIVING

Daley, who claimed his fifth
Olympic medal in the 10m synchro-
nised event in Paris last month, said
in the interview: “It feels very, very
surreal. I felt so incredibly nervous
going into this, knowing it was my
last Olympics.”

“There was a lot of pressure and
expectations. I was eager for it to be
done. But when I walked out and saw
my husband (Lance) and kids (Rob-
bie and Phoenix) and my friends and
family in the audience, I was like,
you know what? This is exactly why
1 did this.

“It was emotional at the end, up
there on the platform, knowing it was
going to be my last competitive dive.

“But I have to make the decision
at some point, and it feels like the
right time. It’s the right time to call
it a day.”

Daley’s gold came in the 10m syn-
chronised event in Tokyo in 2021
alongside Matty Lee. He was back
to defend his title in Paris after be-
ing convinced by his son Robbie to
return to the sport.

Daley won silver in the French
capital alongside Noah Williams.
China took gold.

French authorities
probe British man

PARIS, Aug 12, (AP): A Brit-
ish man, who was seen climb-
ing the Eiffel Tower on the last
day of the Paris Olympics, has
been released from police cus-
tody, but remains under inves-
tigation for trespassing at a his-
torical site, French prosecutors
said on Monday.

Police evacuated the area
around the Eiffel Tower on
Sunday afternoon after a shirt-
less man was seen scaling the
330-meter (1,083-foot) tall
landmark hours before closing
ceremony of the 2024 Summer
Games.

It’s unclear where he began
his ascent, but he was spot-
ted above the Olympic rings
adorning the second section of
the monument, just above the
first viewing deck. Police inter-
vened and arrested the man.

Prosecutors opened an inves-
tigation on charges of “endan-
gering the lives of other people
and trespassing at a historical
or cultural site,” according to a
statement from the Paris public
prosecutor’s office. The police
custody order for the suspect
was lifted on Monday, the also
statement said. It did not name
the man, but said he is a British
national.

Real Madrid, Atletico sign well, Barca in trouble

Renowned for high-quality uniforms for schools,

boy-scouts & girl-guides; police & army personned, .

security & service agencies, business & industrial =5
eslablishments, and catering companies. A

We supply cricket, golf & badminton equipments; '
also all types of flags of every country

Excellent Quality
&
i

» Squash and Tennis rackets
SHARQ: Omar Bin Al Khattab St., Bldg. No. 1122, Blk.
BHASING, 12 Tel.: 22433552 / 22435301 Fax: 22407340
Established 1950 FARWANIYA: Galleria Complex (Dajeej) Shop No.2 &
15 Tel.: 24314839 | 24318720
TIMINGS: SHARG: 9:00AM - B:30PM * FARWANIYA: 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM & 4:30 PM - B:30 PM
www.bhasinuniforms.com bhasin@bhasinuniforms.com bhasin.co

MADRID, Aug 12, (Xinhua): A new La
Liga season will kick off on Sunday, and
before the closure of the transfer market at
the end of the month, fans shouldn’t expect
too many changes from what they saw last
season - perhaps with one important change.

The long-awaited arrival of Kylian
Mbappe at Real Madrid looks to have given
even greater firepower to Carlo Ancelotti’s
side, and if we remember the club have
also signed Brazilian teenager Endrick, as
well, it’s not a surprise that they are clear
favorites to retain their title.

David Alaba’s slow recovery from a knee
injury and Nacho Fernandez’s departure
leaves Madrid needing another central de-
fender, while Toni Kroos’ retirement could
take away some of their midfield control.

Nevertheless, the sheer weight of attack-
ing options, with Mbappe and Endrick join-
ing Vinicius Jr, Rodrygo, and young Turk,
Arda Guler, who impressed at the end of an
injury-interrupted first season, means that
Madrid doesn’t have to play well to win
matches.

The club will also be happy to see Thibaut

Courtois after he missed most of the last sea-
son with a knee injury.

Nobody should forget that Real Madrid’s
spending ceiling is over 700 million euros,
while their nearest rival, Atletico Madrid
have a limit of 250 million and Barcelona’s
limit is 200 million (less than a third of Ma-
drid).

Many think that Barca’s ongoing finan-
cial issues mean their current limit is still
too generous, and at the time of writing
new coach, Hansi Flick has only 16 play-
ers written into the first team squad, and
of those Ronald Araujo is out for three
months, while Gavi Pedri and Frenkie de
Jong are struggling to be fit at the start of
the campaign.

Flick has had to rely on youngsters for
the club’s pre-season and it’s still hard to
predict what the Barca starting 11 will look
like for their opening game, or at the start of
September.

The only certainty is that they need
17-year-old Lamine Yamal to maintain last
season’s phenomenal form, and a lot of fin-
gers will be crossed hoping he doesn’t pick

up any injuries.

Atletico Madrid look to have signed wise-
ly over the summer as Diego Simeone looks
to refresh a side that last season conceded
too many goals.

Robin Le Normand strengthens central
defense. Conor Gallagher has arrived from
Chelsea and is the busy kind of midfielder
that Simeone likes, while in attack Alexan-
der Sorloth is an upgrade on Alvaro Morata,

SOCCER

with Julien Alvarez likely to add quality
when he arrives from Manchester City.

Atletico’s main problem can be self-be-
lief, especially way from home, but if they
have that, they could be Real Madrid’s clos-
est rival.

Girona were last season’s surprise pack-
age as they finished third to qualify for the
Champions League for the first time in their
history with some flowing attacking foot-
ball.

Coach Michel Sanchez rightly deserved

all the plaudits that came his way, but will
have to work twice as hard this season af-
ter losing striker Artym Dovbyk-top scorer
in La Liga last season, winger Savinho, full
back Yan Couto, central defender Eric Gar-
cia and midfielder Aleix Garcia. Pre-season
suggests there is a lot of work still to do.

Copa del Rey winners Athletic Club Bil-
bao have managed to retain Spain winger
Nico Williams, and the arrival of striker Al-
varo Djalo from Sporting Braga gives them
a lightening fast forward line, although they
could lack cover at left back and central de-
fense for four competitions.

Real Sociedad have battled for Europe in
recent seasons, but their success relies on
keeping (or finding replacements for) Spain
duo Martin Zubimendi and Mikel Merino
after losing Le Normand to Atletico Madrid.
A reliable striker would also be a big help in
San Sebastian.

Elsewhere, Villarreal have lost Sorloth
but have also cleared out a lot of dead-wood
and usually spend wisely. Betis should chal-
lenge, while financial issues will continue to
make life difficult for Sevilla.



SPORTS

ARAB TIMES, TUESDAY, AUGUST 13, 2024

15

A consistent supporter

[

Minister of Information Abdul Rahman Al-Mutairi receiving the school union delegation.

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 12: Minis-
ter of Information Abdul Rahman
Al-Mutairi welcomed a delegation
from the Kuwait School Sports
Federation and Higher Education,
led by Federation President Faisal
Al-Magseed.

The delegation included Vice
President Walid Ayesh Al-Sala-
meen, Secretary-General  Dr.
Ahmed Al-Hamdan, and Dr. Mu-
tab Al-Mutairi, the General Su-
pervisor of Physical Education for
Boys.

Faisal Al-Magseed expressed
gratitude for Minister Al-Mutairi’s
unwavering media support for the
Federation’s activities and events
in the coming period.

He highlighted the Minister’s

deep belief in the vital role played
by the Federation’s Board of Di-
rectors and working committees.
Al-Maqgseed noted that Minister
Al-Mutairi has been a consistent
supporter of the Federation since
the launch of its strategy, “Our Tal-
ents in Our Schools 2021-2026,”
during his tenure as Minister of
Youth.

During the meeting, Minister Al-
Mutairi was briefed on the positive
progress made over the past three
years in line with the strategy’s
timeline.

Al-Magseed shared that the Fed-
eration has successfully participat-
ed in various international events,
including the Arab Championship
for School Sports and Physical

Minister Al-Mutairi backs Kuwait School Sports Federation’s 2021-2026 strategy

Education in Cairo and the World
University Championship hosted
by China last year.

The Federation is also preparing
to host the Arab School Champion-
ship in February 2025, which will
be held in Kuwait.

Al-Magseed further explained
that the delegation carefully con-
sidered Minister Al-Mutairi’s feed-
back and guidance, which will be
incorporated into their plans for the
upcoming season.

He emphasized that the Federa-
tion’s goals are being realized, par-
ticularly in supporting local clubs
and unions by identifying and nur-
turing talent through the Federa-
tion’s technical and administrative
teams.

Kuwait Club faces ‘sethack’ ahead
of AFC CL 2 play-off against Al-Ahli

Daham and Ghannam unable to travel with the Whites delegation

By Hassan Musa
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 12:
Mohammed Daham and
Mashari Ghannam were
unable to travel with
the Kuwait Club delega-
tion that arrived in Ma-
nama ahead of its crucial
AFC Champions League

SOCCER

2 play-off match against
Al-Ahli of Bahrain on
Wednesday.

The administrative team is
working diligently to complete
all necessary procedures for Da-
ham and Ghannam to join the
squad in time for the important
fixture.

The team, under the guidance of
Montenegrin coach Nebojsa Jovo-
vic, commenced training recently,
focusing on enhancing its readi-
ness and aiming for a victory to
secure its place in the AFC Cham-
pions League 2.

The team is buoyed by its recent
1-0 win over Al-Qadisiya in their
Zain Premier League opener.

Meanwhile, Al-Ahli continues
its preparations following its exter-

Mohammed Daham in action.

nal camp in Turkey,under the lead-
ership of newly appointed Spanish

coach Angel Lopez, who joined the
club in July, Al-Ahli has bolstered

its squad with new signings includ-
ing left winger Julio Victor Sousa
Ferreira, attacking midfielder Ra-
mon Cesar Sereno, defensive mid-
fielder Juda Aguiar da Silva, and
Argentine striker Tobares.

During their Turkish camp, Al-
Ahli played three friendlies, suffer-
ing losses to Algerian side Shabab
Belouizdad (2-4), Turkish Ingol-
spor (1-2), and Iranian Persepolis
(0-5).

Last season, Al-Ahli finished
fourth in the Nasser bin Hamad
Premier League, tied on points
with fifth-placed Manama.

The winner of this play-off
match will advance directly to the
group stage of the tournament,
while the loser will enter the AFC
Challenge League.

The Asian Football Confedera-
tion has appointed Omani referee
Qasim Al-Hatmi to officiate the
play-off match between Kuwait
and Al-Ahli.

This decision comes shortly after
the Oman Football Association an-
nounced an upgrade in its referees’
classification to level (A), reflect-
ing the high-quality performances
of Omani referees in regional and
continental competitions.

The new classification will in-
crease the number of Omani ref-
erees on the international list to 7
field referees and 9 assistant refer-
ees.

Record-breaking performances

Young athletes steal the show at Olympics

PARIS, Aug 12, (Xinhua): At the
Paris Olympics, a wave of young
athletes made their mark with stel-
lar performances, shattering per-
sonal limits and not only capturing
glory for their countries but also
injecting a fresh dynamism into
the Olympic spirit.

Zheng Qinwen (China, Tennis)

21-year-old Zheng made history
as she defeated Donna Vekic of
Croatia in straight sets to become
the first Asian to win the Olym-
pic women’s singles gold medal.
Before the gold, in the landmark
semifinal, she had overcome the
world’s top-ranked player, Iga
Swiatek, whom she had never
previously defeated. “I finally
showed I could beat the world
No.1 on her best surface. I always
knew I could do it, but there is a
difference between knowing you
can and showing it,” she said.

Pan Zhanle (China, Swimming)
Pan emerged as a dominant
force by setting a new world re-
cord in the men’s 100m freestyle,
clocking in at 46.40 seconds to

Gold medalist Pan Zhanle of China
attends the victory ceremony for
the men’s 100m freestyle swim-

ming at Paris 2024 Olympic Games
in Paris, France. (Xinhua)

take the gold. On his 20th birth-
day, in the 4x100m medley relay,

he performed a stunning final leg
comeback in 45.92 seconds, help-
ing China win its first Olympic
gold in this event and breaking
the United States’ run of 10 suc-
cessive gold medals dating back to
the 1984 Los Angeles Games.

Julien Alfred (Saint Lucia, Ath-
letics)

23-year-old Alfred entered the
record books for Saint Lucia by
winning the country’s first-ever
Olympic medal by taking gold in
the women’s 100m with a time of
10.72 seconds, ahead of the fa-
vored American sprinter Sha’Carri
Richardson. She added a silver in
the 200m finals, narrowly missing
gold by 0.25 seconds.

Summer Mcintosh (Canada,
Swimming)

Mclntosh emerged as a stand-
out in the highly competitive pool,
claiming three gold medals in the
women’s 400m individual med-
ley, 200m individual medley and
200m butterfly, setting Olympic
records in the latter two events.
The 17-year-old has become the

Sam Watson of the United States competes during the men’s speed competitions of sport climbing of the Paris
2024 Olympic Games at Le Bourget Climbing Venue, near Paris, France. (Xinhua)

first Canadian to win three gold
medals at the same Olympic
Games.

Fermin Lopez (Spain, Foothall)

Despite scant playtime at the
European Championships, Bar-
celona’s emerging talent Fer-
min showcased his skills on the
Olympic stage. He scored two
spectacular long-range goals to
knock out Japan in the quarter-
finals and added a goal and an
assist in the semifinals against
Morocco. In the finals, Fermin
scored twice in overtime to lead
Spain to a 5-3 victory over host
nation France, clinching Spain’s
first men’s football Olympic gold
since 1992.

Shinnosuke Oka (Japan, Gym-
nastics)

20-year-old Oka claimed gold
in men’s all-around, helping Japan
become the first country to take
four straight all-around titles after
Uchimura Kohei’s 2012 and 2016
gold medals and Daiki Hashimo-
to’s Tokyo win. He also took gold
in men’s team gymnastics and
horizontal bar events and a bronze
in parallel bars, an impressive haul
for his Olympic debut.

. s)am Watson (USA, Sport Climb-
ing

18-year-old Watson was a front-
runner in men’s speed climbing at
the Olympics, having previously
set a world record of 4.79 seconds.
In Paris, he bettered his own re-
cord in the qualifiers and, despite a
semifinal elimination, he rebound-
ed to break the world record again
in the bronze medal match with a
time of 4.74 seconds.

Felix Lebrun (France, Tahle
Tennis)

17-year-old prodigy Lebrun, the
highest-ranked non-Chinese play-
er in men’s singles table tennis,
fell short against Fan Zhendong,
the gold medalist, in the semifi-
nals but rebounded to dominate
Brazil’s Hugo Calderano 4-0 in
the bronze medal match. His two
singles victories in the team event
helped France edge out Japan 3-2,
securing the country’s first Olym-
pic medal in men’s team table ten-
nis.

1%

Sheikh Khalid bin Hamad Al Khalifa and Prince Abdulaziz bin Turki Al Fais-

al pose for photo after signing the new agreement.

New cooperation pact signed

Bahrain, Saudi Arabia
strengthen sports ties

RIYADH, Aug 12: The Public
Sports Authority of Bahrain and
the Ministry of Sports, Saudi Ara-
bia have partnered to advance their
sports collaboration.

This agreement aims to boost
bilateral cooperation in sports, in-
cluding community, Paralympic,
women’s, and combat sports. It
will focus on managing and organ-
izing sports events such as exhibi-
tions, competitions, and champion-
ships, as well as on qualifying and
developing sports personnel and
creating long-term training pro-
grams.

The agreement was signed by
Sheikh Khalid bin Hamad Al Khali-

fa, First Deputy Chairman of the Su-
preme Council for Youth and Sports,
President of the Public Sports Au-
thority, and President of the Bahrain
Olympic Committee, Prince Ab-
dulaziz bin Turki Al Faisal, Minister
of Sports and President of the Saudi
Olympic and Paralympic Commit-
tee.

Sheikh Khalid bin Hamad Al
Khalifa emphasized that this
agreement represents a strategic
step toward enhancing sports rela-
tions between the two nations. It
reflects a mutual commitment to
improving cooperation and shar-
ing expertise across various sports
disciplines.

Hamza Al-Behbehani intensifies training for the title fight.

Al-Behbehani prepares for title fight

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 12: Profes-
sional martial arts champion Hamza
Al-Behbehani traveled to Bangkok,
Thailand, in preparation for a world
boxing match against the second-
ranked Thai fighter, Ekafop Orai-
wan, in the 90 kg weight class. The
bout for the World Boxing Council
(WBC) Asia belt is scheduled for
next Sunday evening at Lumpini
Boxing and Muay Thai Stadium in
Bangkok.

Alongside the Al-Behbehani ver-
sus Oraiwan main event, ten ad-
ditional boxing and Muay Thai

matches will feature male and fe-
male athletes from various countries,
including the USA, India, Iran, Brit-
ain, Cameroon, Pakistan, and host
nation Thailand.

Hamza Al-Behbehani has ex-
pressed his readiness for the fight,
stating that he has undergone an
intensive 8-week training camp
with twice-daily sessions under
expert trainers and a nutritionist to
ensure peak performance. He aims
to secure the WBC Asia belt and
rise to the top of the world rank-
ings.

Kool takes first stage of Tour

THE HAGUE, Netherlands, Aug 12,
(AP): Dutch rider Charlotte Kool
won a mass sprint on home soil in
the opening stage of the women’s
Tour de France on Monday.

Kool, of the DSM-Firmenich
PostNL team, will start Tuesday’s
second stage in the leader’s yel-
low jersey after completing the 123
kilometers (76-mile) stage in two
hours, 47 minutes and 40 seconds.

“It’s very special that everything
fell into place,” she told Dutch
broadcaster NOS. “This is the day I
was hoping for.”

Anniina Ahtosalo of Finland was
second and Elisa Balsamo of Italy
finished third in the same time as
Kool.

Last year’s race winner Demi
Vollering of the SD Worx team
finished back in 35th spot, three
places ahead of Olympic road race
champion Kristen Faulkner. Both
riders also registered the same time
as Kool.

Vollering’s

teammate Lorena

Wiebes had been one of the favorites
to win a sprint finish, but her bike’s
chain fell off within sight of the end
and she dropped out of contention.

The stage took riders over flat
countryside between the port city of
Rotterdam to a North Sea beachside
finishing line in a southern suburb of
The Hague, amid hot summer tem-
peratures. Thousands of spectators
lined the streets of the two cities to
watch.

CYCLING

The eight-stage race crosses into
cycling-crazy Belgium and then
heads south through eastern France
to finish Aug. 18 on the punishing
climb of the Alpe-d’Huez’s famous
21 hairpin bends.

Tuesday sees two stages, a dash
of just under 70 kilometers from
Dordrecht to Rotterdam followed by
a 6.3-kilometer individual time trial
through the port city.



ARAB TIMES, TUESDAY, AUGUST 13, 2024 16

France. (AP)

LA turns to Cruise for its 2028 mission

SAINT-DENIS, France,
Aug 12, (AP): Setting out
to prove that topping Paris
isn’t mission impossible,
Los Angeles rolled out a
skydiving Tom Cruise,
Grammy winner Billie Eil-
ish, and other stars on Sun-
day as it took over Olym-
pic hosting duties from
the French capital, which
closed out its 2024 Games
just as they started - with

joy and panache.

Capping two and a half extraor-
dinary weeks of Olympic sports
and emotion, Paris’ boisterous,
star-studded closing ceremony in
France’s national stadium mixed
unbridled celebration with a somb-
er call for peace from International
Olympic Committee President
Thomas Bach.

I0C President Thomas Bach hands

the Olympic flag to Los Angeles

Mayor Karen Bass during the 2024

Summer Olympics closing ceremo-

ny at the Stade de France in Saint-
Denis, France. (AP)

Following in Paris’ footsteps in 2028
promises to be a challenge: It made
spectacular use of its cityscape for its
first Games in 100 years, with the Eif-
fel Tower and other iconic monuments
becoming Olympic stars in their own
right as they served as backdrops and
venues for medal-winning feats.

But the City of Angels, like the City
of Light, showed that it, too, holds
some aces.

Cruise - in his Ethan Hunt persona -
wowed by descending from the top of
the stadium to electric guitar “Mission:
Impossible” riffs. Once his feet were
back on the ground - and after shak-
ing hands with enthralled athletes - he
took the Olympic flag from star gym-
nast Simone Biles, fixed it to the back
of a motorcycle, and roared out of the
arena.

OLYMPICS

The appetite-whetting message was
clear: Los Angeles 2028 promises to
be an eye-opener, too.

Still, this was largely Paris’ night
- its opportunity for one final party.
And what a party it was. Thousands
of athletes danced and sang the night
away - reveling in the artistic show
that celebrated Olympic themes and its
fireworks flourish.

Even Bach got the party bug, jok-
ingly calling the Paris Games “Seine-
national” - a nod to the Seine River
that, despite water quality concerns,
staged Olympic triathlon and marathon
swimming and the wacky and wonder-
ful opening ceremony.

At what will be his last Games after
announcing his intention to step down
next year, Bach also made a somber
appeal for “a culture of peace” in a
war-torn world.

Cruise then provided a change of
gear.

After being lowered on a rope live
from the roof’s giddy heights, Cruise
drove his bike past the Eiffel Tower in
a prerecorded segment, onto a plane,
and then skydived over the Hollywood
Hills. Three circles were added to the
O’s of the famed Hollywood sign, cre-
ating five interlaced Olympic rings.

Tom Cruise is lowered on the
Stade de France during the

2024 Summer Olympics clos-
ing ceremony in Saint-Denis,

In the stadium, the athletes’ enthu-

siasm bubbled over when crowds of
them rushed the stage at one point.
Stadium announcements urged them to
double back. Some stayed, creating an
impromptu mosh pit around Grammy-
winning French pop-rock band Phoe-
nix as they played before security and
volunteers cleared the stage.

Multiple French athletes crowd-

surfed. U.S. team members jumped up
and down in their Ralph Lauren jack-
ets.

On the stadium’s giant screens,

Latest sports scores at — http://sports.arabtimesonline.com

Paris closes Olympics with a bang

Eilish, the Red Hot Chili Peppers,
rapper Snoop Dogg - wearing pants
with the Olympic rings after being a
popular feature of the Paris Games -
and Dr. Dre kept the party going in a
prerecorded show from a California
beach.

Each is a California native, includ-
ing HE.R., who sang the U.S. national
anthem live at the Stade de France,
crammed with more than 70,000 peo-
ple.

The stadium crowd roared as French
swimmer Léon Marchand, dressed in a

orts
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Fireworks signal the end of the 2024 Summer Olympics closing ceremony taking place at the Stade de France in Saint-Denis, France. (AP)

suit and tie instead of the swim trunks
he wore to win four golds, first collect-
ed the Olympic flame from the Tuiler-
ies Gardens in Paris.

Reappearing later in the stadium to
spectators’ chants of “Léon, Léon,”
Marchand then blew out the flame. The
Summer Games were over.

Their next stop: is LA in 2028.

The national stadium, France’s larg-
est, was one of the targets of Islamic
State gunmen and suicide bombers
who killed 130 people in and around
Paris on Nov. 13, 2015. The joy and

celebrations that swept Paris during
the Games as Marchand and other
French athletes racked up 64 medals -
16 of them gold - marked a major wa-
tershed in the city’s recovery from that
night of terror.

The closing ceremony also saw the
awarding of the last medals - each em-
bedded with a chunk of the Eiffel Tow-
er. Fittingly for the first Olympics that
aimed for gender parity, they all went
to women - the gold, silver, and bronze
medalists from the women’s marathon
earlier Sunday.

Kuwait ‘earn‘ six medals at
Macau Judo Championships

MACAU, Aug 12, (KUNA): Ku-
wait’s national judo team secured
silver and a bronze medal on Sun-

JuDo

day at the Macau Junior and Cadets
Asian Cups 2024, hosted in the Ma-
cau Region of the People’s Republic

One of the Kuwaiti winners on the
podium with an official.

of China.

In the youth category, Fahad Al-
Enazi clinched the silver medal in
the under-73kg division, while She-
hab Al-Salman earned bronze in the
under-90kg category.

Yousef Al-Enezi, Head of the
Kuwait Judo Federation and leader
of the Kuwaiti delegation, high-
lighted that these achievements
provide significant motivation as
the team prepares for the Asian
Cadets and Junior Championships,
scheduled to begin in Seoul, South
Korea, on August 28.

Al-Enezi praised the Kuwaiti ath-
letes for their competitive spirit in
the Macau tournament, which fea-
tured top contenders from across the
continent. The delegation will de-
parted for South Korea on Monday
to commence their training camp in
anticipation of the upcoming cham-
pionships.

He also extended his gratitude to
Minister of Youth Dr. Amthal Al-
Huwaila and the Public Sports Au-
thority for their unwavering support
of judo.

Overall, Kuwait earned a total of
six medals at the tournament, includ-
ing one gold, two silver, and three
bronze

Kuwait head

By Khaled Al-Anzi
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 12: The Kuwait
youth volleyball team is set to depart
tomorrow morning for Al Ain, UAE,
where it will compete in the second
West Asian Youth Championship from
August 16th to 25th.

The team is under the guidance of
national coach Jassim Al-Tararwah
and his Egyptian assistant Osama
Madkour. Comprising 12 players,
the team adheres to the regulations
set by the West Asian Volleyball
Federation. Recently, the youth team

VOLLEYBALL

participated in the Asian Under-20
Championship, where it secured the
15th position.

In the West Asia Championship
draw, Kuwait is placed in Group A,
Qatar, Yemen, Syria, and Bahrain.
Group B includes UAE, Palestine, Jor-
dan, Lebanon, and Saudi Arabia.
Kuwait’s youth volleyball team

will face Qatar in its opening match
of the preliminary round on Saturday,
followed by matches against Yemen,
Syria, and Bahrain.

Coach Jassim Al-Tararwah high-

Alvarez joins Atletico from Man City

MADRID, Aug 12, (AP): Argen-
tina striker Julian Alvarez joined
Atletico Madrid from Manchester
City in a deal reportedly worth
more than $103 million on Mon-
day, ending his trophy-laden two-
year spell at the English champi-
ons.

City manager Pep Guardiola
said last week that Alvarez told
him he wanted to leave for a new
challenge.

Alvarez left Argentine team
River Plate in 2022 for 14 mil-
lion pounds (now $17.8 million)
and helped City win the Premier
League in both seasons he was in
England, as well as the Champi-
ons League, the FA Cup and the
Club World Cup.

In 103 appearances in all com-
petitions, Alvarez scored 36 goals.

However, despite being first
choice for Argentina, he was be-
hind Erling Haaland in the City
pecking order.

City could reportedly get up to

SOCCER

95 million euros ($104 million)
for the 24-year-old Alvarez.

“Today I say goodbye to this
amazing club, with a lot of emo-
tion,” he said. “These have been
two very special years. During
this time, I have grown and learnt
a lot - both as a player and as a
person.”

City director of football Txiki
Begiristain said Alvarez’s “atti-
tude has been first-class since he
first walked through the door here.

“That’s why he has improved so
much,” Begiristain added. “The
trophies he has won already tell
their own story - he is a winner. I
look forward to watching him de-
velop further in the remainder of
his career.”

City’s only signing in this
transfer window is Brazil winger
Savio.

Asked if City would be replac-
ing Alvarez in the squad ahead of
the new season, which starts on
Friday, Guardiola said last week:
“I don’t know yet. We talk every
day, we see what happens.”

Blues open campaign against Qatar

to UAE for West Asian Championship

Kuwait Winter Games Club intensifies
preparations for Asian Winter Games

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 12: The
Kuwait Winter Games Club has
ramped up its technical and ad-
ministrative preparations for the
Kuwaiti national team’s participa-
tion in the upcoming Asian Winter
Games, set to take place in Harbin,
China next February. This marks
the team’s largest participation
in the tournament’s history, with
competitors set to take part in five
sports: ice hockey, figure skating,
and speed skating, ice dancing,
and curling.

Sheikh Jaber Bandar Al-Sabah,
the honorary president of the club,

Sheikh Jaber Bandar Al-Sabah

emphasized the importance of early
preparation for this edition of the
games.

He noted that this will be the
most significant Kuwaiti delegation
ever to compete in the Asian Win-
ter Games, surpassing the country’s
first entry in the 1999 tournament
held in Gangwon, Korea.

Sheikh Jaber expressed hope
that the Kuwaiti team’s record
participation will be notable and
successful, highlighting the exten-
sive efforts made to ensure a dis-
tinguished performance in all five
events.

lighted that the team’s recent training
sessions have intensified, with morn-
ing and evening practices aimed at
improving the team’s overall perfor-
mance.

The focus has been on refining tech-
nical skills and correcting mistakes

observed during the Asian Champi-
onship, ensuring the players reach
the necessary technical and physical
standards before the official matches
in the West Asian Championship. He
also noted that the competition in the

fierce, given the high level of prepa-
ration among the participating teams.
However, Al-Tararwah expressed con-
fidence in his team’s talented and ca-
pable players, who are determined to
compete strongly for top positions in
the tournament.

West Asian Championship will be

=

Kuwaiti players training for the championship.
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