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KUWAIT BANKS UNITE FOR SAFER DIGITAL FINANCIAL LANDSCAPE
Central Bank gears up to

combat electronic fraud

‘Chamber’ takes shape to curb menace

emergency number 112

Kuwait, Saudi sign
cybhersecurity MoU

RIYADH, Nov 2, (KUNA): Kuwait
and Saudi Arabia signed on Thursday
a memorandum of understanding in
the field of cybersecurity.

Kuwait was represented in the
MoU’s signing, on the second day of
the Riyadh-held Global Cybersecu-
rity Forum, by the Head of National
Center for Cybersecurity Major Gen-
eral Mohammad Bouarki, while Saudi
Arabi was represented by Governor of
the National Cybersecurity Authority
(NCA) Majed Al-Mazyad.

In a statement to KUNA, Bouarki
said that this MoU is aimed at open-
ing broad horizons for transferring
knowledge and sharing experiences
in the cybersecurity field between the
two sides, stressing the importance of
cooperation in the field to better coun-
ter cyberattacks.

KUWAIT CITY, Nov 2: The Central Bank of Ku-
wait has asked the banks operating in Kuwait to
provide it with the latest developments on the estab-
lishment of the central room that will be dedicated
to dealing with cases of electronic financial fraud,
designated to work 24/7, reports Al-Rai daily.

The banks response in principle is that it may be useful to point
out that the coordination team for establishing the ‘Chamber’

must include representatives from the Union of Banks, the Public
Prosecution, the Ministry of Interior, and Communications and
Information Technology Regulatory Authority (CITRA).

The reliable sources said the banks have informed the CBK that the
last meeting came up with four main issues which can be limited to:
B Achieving the target - The banks are almost ready to establish the re-
quired “chamber”, while the current open discussion is related to the ap-
propriate technical and human mobilization to provide a specialized team
in each bank capable of achieving the goals of the “chamber” and receiv-
ing financial fraud reports, following them up and dealing with them with

MoFA photo

Minister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh Salem Abdul-

lah Al-Jaber Al-Sabah (center) embarked on an
official visit to Russia on Nov 2. — See Page 2

Mishal Al-Ahmad ... 'Be blessed’

By Ahmed Al-Jarallah
Editor-in-Chief, the Arab Times

YOUR Highness the Crown
Prince, honestly, may you be
blessed! You delighted our
hearts when you spoke your
mind, and you spoke on behalf
of every citizen.

Indeed, using expressive and
short words, you said what was
in my soul, and in the soul of
every citizen who loves this
country, especially when you
identified the shortcomings,
either in the legislative author-
ity or executive authority, and
also in the people who must be
held accountable by those who
elected them.

Everyone, in their respective
position, must work on adopt-
ing this stance of the captain
of the ship and consolidating it
as an action from words. This
is what your Highness said ex-
plicitly in your lofty speech,
which must serve as a road map
for everyone, provided they
abandon their personal tenden-
cies.

Your Highness the Crown
Prince, most of the MPs, as well
as the ministers, are profiteers.
In the absence of accountabil-
ity, they have become more ar-
rogant in their practices. This is
why they are dismissed, or they
resign, without any account-
ability, as if they had not com-
mitted a crime against the na-
tion and the public wealth. For
this reason, despite the many
referrals to the Public Prosecu-
tion, the accountability process
is slow.

Everyone knows that those
who fail to perform their duty
will be held accountable in oth-
er countries because negligence
and inaction are manifestations
of corruption.

Any official proven to be in-
volved in such failure is taken
to prison. However, in our case,
the opposite happens. In fact,
the corrupt cover up their prac-
tices by provoking public opin-
ion through demands whose
essence is popular but the im-
plementation is intended for
personal or partisan agendas.

It is true that continuing the
political scene as it has been
will not be in the interest of the
nation and the citizens.

It has obstructed the devel-
opment process and disrupted
the economic cycle. There is
no vision for exploiting invest-
ments - both local and foreign
- in a way that serves the diver-
sification of sources of income.

This, without a doubt, puts
pressure on citizens’ ability
to live and disrupts projects,
which has led to great disap-
pointment in their souls.

All the solutions currently
proposed are not reassuring in
the future because it is based
on grants and pumping money
to citizens without any plan to
diversify sources of income.

The spread of corruption is
due to the absence of account-
ability and supervision, which
has in turn made the political
scene increasingly skewed.
This is reflected in the social
and economic conditions, as
well as cultural issues in the
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Newswatch

KUWAIT CITY: The Amiri Diwan
on Thursday mourned the passing
away of Sheikh Mubarak Hamad
Fahad Sabah Al-Nasser Al-Sa-
bah’s wife Muneera Samie Ab-
dullah Al-Mailem at the age of 26.

The funeral service is scheduled
to take place at 9:00 a.m. Friday.
(KUNA)

a d a
MOSCOW: Russian President

Vladimir Putin signed a bill re-
voking Russia’s ratification of the
Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban
Treaty (CTBT), ratified by 183
countries, excluding the US.

According to the Russian presi-
dency website, this step is impor-
tant in protecting the security of
Russia, and is a proper response
to the US, which does not wish to
ratify the treaty.

Last month, the Russian parlia-
ment approved the revoking of the
ratification, while ensuring that
Russia is still a member in the trea-
ty. (KUNA)

a a a

BEIRUT: The bodies of two young
shepherds who went missing on
Wednesday were found near the
town of Wazani, the Lebanese
National News Agency (NNA) re-
ported Thursday.

The NNA said that the Israeli
occupation forces opened fire on
the two shepherds near the Wazani
River. (KUNA)

Q Q Q
WASHINGTON: The US-EU Task

Force on Energy Security has
mulled the diversification of Eu-
rope’s natural gas supply sources
and the growing liquefied natural
gas (LNG) trade between them.

The sides also discussed Ag-
gregate EU, Europe’s gas demand
aggregation and joint purchasing
mechanism, which has had success
this year enabling European com-
panies to improve their security of
supply and negotiate competitive
prices, reads a joint a statement
issued Wednesday following the
Task Force meeting a day earlier.
(KUNA)

a a a
UNITED NATIONS: Iran is carry-

ing out executions “at an alarming
rate,” putting to death at least 419
people in the first seven months of
the year, the United Nations chief
said in a new report. That’s a 30%
increase from the same period in
2022.

Secretary-General Antonio Gu-
terres said in the report to the U.N.
General Assembly on the human
rights situation in Iran that seven
men were executed in relation to
or for participating in nationwide
protests, sparked by the September
2022 death of 22-year-old Mahsa
Amini, who was picked up by
the morality police for her alleg-
edly loose headscarf in violation of
Iran’s Islamic dress code. (AP)

Ministry of Defense photo

Part of the ‘Desert Horizon’ exercise activities.

Kuwaiti Army conducts ‘Desert Horizon’ exercise to hoost preparedness

The Kuwaiti Army, including ground
and air forces, along with the 25th
Commando Brigade, conducted the
“Desert Horizon” exercise on Monday,
reports Al-Seyassah daily.

Major General Engineer Dr. Ghazi
Al-Shammari, acting Chief of the Gen-
eral Staff, and several high-ranking
army commanders were present dur-
ing the exercise.

According to a press statement
from the Ministry of Defense, the exer-
cise was carried out in alignment with
the directives of Deputy Prime Min-
ister and Minister of Defense Sheikh
Ahmed Fahad Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah.

These directives emphasized the
need to enhance the preparedness,
readiness, and efficiency of all Kuwaiti
army units, especially given the cur-
rent regional circumstances.

The exercise involved live ammuni-
tion and saw the participation of vari-
ous units, including the 4th Recon-
naissance Battalion from the Ground
Force, F18 aircraft, Apache helicop-
ters for support, the air effort, and
the storming company from the 25th
Commando Brigade. The exercise
simulated complex and asymmetric
operational scenarios, aiming to im-
prove coordination and cooperation

among different military sectors.

Additionally, a battalion from the
Ground Force departed from the
country through the Salmi port to par-
ticipate in the “Gulf Shooting 2023”
exercise in its second edition, taking
place in Saudi Arabia from the 1st
to the 17th of this month. This joint
exercise involves Kuwaiti Ground
Forces, Royal Saudi Land Forces,
and the Spartan Force of the Ameri-
can Ground Forces. The participation
underscores joint cooperation, team-
work, and the readiness of the partici-
pating forces to enhance their combat
capabilities. (KUNA)

Palestinian death toll above 9,000

Mediators push for ‘pause’ in Gaza

RAFAH, Gaza Strip, Nov 2, (AP): Is-
raeli troops advanced toward Gaza City
on Thursday, as the Palestinian death toll
rose above 9,000. With no end in sight
after weeks of heavy fighting, U.S. and
Arab mediators intensified efforts to ease
Israel’s siege of the Hamas-ruled enclave
and called for at least a brief halt to the
hostilities in order to aid civilians.

U.S. President Joe Biden suggested a
humanitarian “pause” the day before, as
an apparent agreement among the U.S.,
Egypt, Israel and Qatar, which mediates
with Hamas, allowed hundreds of Pales-
tinians with foreign passports and dozens
of wounded to leave Gaza for the first
time. Dozens more left on Thursday.

Israel did not immediately respond
to Biden’s remarks, but Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu has previously
ruled out a cease-fire.

Arab countries, including those allied
with the U.S. and at peace with Israel,
have expressed mounting unease with the

Saudi and US bolster
defense partnership

WASHINGTON, Nov 2, (KUNA): US Defense
Secretary Lloyd James Austin III has affirmed the
importance of the enduring US security and de-
fense partnership with Saudi Arabia.

Secretary Austin emphasized US commitment
to the territorial defense of the Kingdom, and to
reinforcing and expanding a strong, bilateral de-
fense partnership, the Pentagon Press Secretary
Brig. Gen. Pat Ryder said following Austin’s
meeting with the visiting Saudi counterpart Prince

Khalid bin Salman today.

The Secretary underscored the Kingdom’s cen-
tral role in regional security and stability.

He expressed deep thanks for the Minister of De-
fense’s leadership, including sustained support and
coordination in working toward a durable peace for
Yemen. He also commended Saudi humanitarian
support to Ukraine, and efforts in Sudan to host dip-
lomatic talks and support of evacuation operations.

T

war. Jordan recalled its ambassador from
Israel and told Israel’s envoy to remain
out of the country until there’s a halt to
the war and the “humanitarian catastro-
phe” it is causing.

More than 3,700 Palestinian children
have been killed in 25 days of fighting,
and bombings have driven more than half
the territory’s 2.3 million people from
their homes, while food, water and fuel
run low.

Israeli troops pushed into Gaza in larg-
er numbers over the weekend after three
weeks of heavy airstrikes that have de-
molished entire neighborhoods. The war,
the fifth and by far deadliest in Gaza, be-
gan when Hamas launched a bloody Oct.
7 rampage into Israel, killing hundreds
of men, women and children. Some 240
were taken captive.

The U.S. has pledged unwavering sup-
port for Israel as it seeks to end Hamas’
rule over Gaza and crush its military capa-
bilities, even as the two allies seem to have

no clear plan for what would come next.

White House officials said a pause in
fighting would allow for more aid to be
sent in and potentially facilitate the re-
lease of hostages. U.S. Secretary of State
Antony Blinken is expected back in the
region on Friday.

The departure of Palestinians through
the Rafah crossing into Egypt on Wednes-
day came after weeks of talks. It was first
time people left Gaza other than four hos-
tages released by Hamas and another res-
cued by Israeli forces. Israel has also al-
lowed more than 260 trucks carrying food
and medicine through the crossing, but
aid workers say it’s not nearly enough.

At least 335 foreign passport holders
left Wednesday and approximately anoth-
er 100 left Thursday, according to Wael
Abu Omar, a spokesman for the Palestin-
ian Crossings Authority. Seventy-six Pal-
estinian patients, along with their com-
panions, were also evacuated, he said.

Continued on Page 5

Day by Day

IN a series of criminal activi-
ties that include car thefts ex-
changed for advertisements
and the illicit export of vehi-
cles as gifts to the perpetra-
tor's home country, are add-
ed to the thefts of the plane
and apartments thief in the
courts.

The malefactor targeted a
hotel owned by a person from
a neighboring country, with
assistance from an accom-

Palestinians try to pull a girl out of the rubble of a building that was
destroyed by lIsraeli airstrikes in Jabaliya refugee camp, northern Gaza
Strip, Wednesday, Nov. 1, 2023. In just 25 days of war, more than 3,600
Palestinian children have been killed in Gaza, according to Gaza’s Ha-
mas-run Health Ministry. The advocacy group Save The Children says
more children were kilied in Gaza in October 2023 than in all conflict ~ day.

zones around the world combined in 2022. (AP)

plice within the security and
other departments. Tragically,
the owner of the robbed hotel
passed away in anguish.

... Yet tomorrow is another

Zahed Matar

the required speed and efficiency,
as each bank will allocate Specific
employees for this purpose.

The sources stated that the
banks coordinated with the rel-
evant authorities to take the nec-
essary precautionary measures
to ensure that it does not happen
again.

The sources explained that a

preliminary vision had been de-
veloped to limit electronic finan-
cial fraud operations, a mecha-
nism for dealing with banking
reports with those concerned in
the Ministry of Interior, freezing
decisions with the Public Pros-
ecution, and a mechanism for
dealing with phone numbers and
Internet website addresses used
in cases of fraud with CITRA,
while suggesting that implemen-
tation of the construction of the
“chamber” will begin in the next
two weeks.
W Freeze funds - The CBK re-
ported that they received, during
the meetings of their representa-
tives in the coordination team, re-
assurances from the prosecution
stating that the latter is moving
towards accelerating the proce-
dures for freezing funds derived
or suspected of being the result
of fraudulent operations, and
that they are more prepared to
respond as quickly as possible to
requests for banking permission
to block suspicious funds until
they are disposed of and returned
to their owners.

Although the prosecution’s as-

surances to the banks did not in-
clude any indication that a specif-
ic department had been allocated
to these cases, and that the matter
was still limited to increasing the
working hours allocated to this
scope, this move dispelled bank-
ing fears of exposure to the risks
of freezing any clients’ funds
without permission from the pros-
ecution, which It usually takes 3
business days to complete.
M Local operations - The banks
pointed out that any immediate
freezing of fraudulent funds will
be limited to the movement of
funds from one bank to another
inside Kuwait.

However, if the “hacker” suc-
ceeds in convincing the victim
and withdrawing his money in
transfers abroad or in “online”
purchases, the “Chamber” will
not be able to implement the
plan. The urgent measures that
you will take locally are to freeze
the amounts of these operations
immediately.

To simplify, if a person is de-
frauded and his money is trans-
ferred to another local bank, the
receiving bank will be asked to
freeze the transaction funds, after
obtaining permission from the
prosecution to freeze immedi-
ately, in preparation for returning
them again to the victim client’s
account.

However, if the “hacker” suc-

ceeds in luring the victim by
transferring his amounts directly
abroad or directing them for “on-
line” purchases, the bank with
which the customer’s account is
opened will have no choice but
to activate its traditional proce-
dures, which include contacting
the intermediary bank to stop
the flow of funds to the opposite
party of the transfer or purchase
process. Of course, the success
of the procedure depends on the
speed of reporting and many oth-
er considerations.
B Withdrawal of money - There
is a possibility that the bank re-
ceiving the money will not be
able to freeze the fraudulent
amounts immediately, even if
the transaction was between two
local banks, if the “hacker” suc-
ceeds in withdrawing the “cash”
amounts before the issuance of
permission from the prosecution,
as he may withdraw the amount
by simply depositing it in an ac-
count used as a bridge. Timed or
transferred “online” at a speed
exceeding the response time of
the “chamber”.

It is noteworthy that the “Cen-
tral Bank” asked “CITRA” to
take the necessary measures re-
garding fraudulent operations
that use phone numbers issued

Continued on Page 5



Prayer Timings
Fajr ........ 04:41  Asr.......... 14:39
Sunrise .. 06:01  Maghrib .. 17:02
Zohr....... 11:32 Isha ........ 18:20
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Expected weather for the next
24 hours:

By Day: Rather hot and cloudy
to partly cloudy with light to mod-
erate southeasterly wind to light
variable wind, with speeds of 12-
35 km/h with a chance for scat-
tered rain.

Weather

By Night: Mild and partly Kuwait City 30 26
cloudy with light to moderate Kuwait Airport 30 23
southeasterly wind to light vari-  Abdaly 30 21
able wind, with speeds of 08-30 Jahra 31 25
km/h with a chance for light fog  Salmiyah 29 26
forming. Nuwaisib 30 25
Station Max Exp MinRec Wafra 31 24

BIOMETRIC/FINGERPRINT APPOINTMENT: https:/meta.e.gov.kw/En/

EPA, GTD, PAI advice sought on response updates

Panel returns Sulaibikhat Bay project to executive branch

By Inass Awadh
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Nov 2: Head of the Technical Committee of the Municipal
Council Dr. Hassan Kamal said the committee, after re-
viewing the visual presentation presented by the Structural
Planning Department of Kuwait Municipality regarding
the project to develop the structural plan for Sulaibikhat
Bay, has decided to return the project to the executive
branch to update the response regarding it and match it
with the country’s fourth structural plan. It also sought
to invite the Environment Public Authority, the General
Traffic Department, the Public Authority for Industry, and
other parties concerned with the project to obtain their tes-
timonies regarding it.

In a press statement issued on the sidelines of the tech-
nical committee meeting yesterday, which he chaired, Dr.
Kamal explained that the boundaries of the Sulaibikhat Bay master plan pro-
jectextend from Kuwait University to Ras Asherij at a length of 38 kilometers.
It is divided into six zones with different uses and proportions, parking lots,
infrastructure, and roads.

The first zone is concerned with innovation and consists of universities and

Dr Hassan Kamal

scientific institutions in addition to some of the attached spaces allocated for
the use of government facilities, open areas, spaces and gardens with an area
of 609,000 square meters.

The second zone is the Sulaibikhat Coast area, which has 25 percent resi-
dential use, in addition to commercial uses, government facilities, and recrea-
tional use, as well as squares, open areas, roads, services, and infrastructure.

Activities

The third zone, which is the Sulaibikhat Sports Area, contains residential
use activities and government facilities. It has a high percentage of recrea-
tional use, approximately 42 percent, in addition to open spaces, gardens, and
suburbs.

The fourth zone is the Ras Asherij area, with an area of approximately two
million and 700 thousand square meters. It has various uses, the most im-
portant of which is recreational use, in addition to open spaces and specific
percentages for commercial use.

As for the fifth zone, it is the Asherij residential area, which is designated
for residential use in addition to commercial use. It also contains government
facilities to a very limited extent.

The last zone is the Asherij Islands area, which contains two artificial is-
lands with a total area of 890,000 square meters. It also contains commercial
uses, gardens, and open and recreational spaces at a greater rate of up to 38

percent.

Dr. Kamal concluded by emphasizing the importance of the Sulaibikhat Bay
project, which is characterized by its integration as it contains a large portion
of recreational, residential and commercial facilities in varying proportions, in
addition to its unique location overlooking Kuwait Bay.

Meanwhile, the committee also referred to the executive body the transac-
tion regarding the acquisition of the remainder of Failaka Island, the exemp-
tion of the Kuwait International Fair Company from the fees imposed on inter-
nal advertisements, and the request of the group of owners of mobile vehicle
projects to provide sites for mobile vehicles.

The committee retained the proposal submitted by member Fahad Musaed
Al-Abd Al-Jader regarding abandoned real estate.

It also postponed the question of Municipal Council member Ismail Behbe-
hani about the evaluation criteria for highway projects, but it invited the Gen-
eral Traffic Department, the Public Authority for Roads and Transportation,
and the Ministry of Public Works.

The committee read the letter submitted by the Public Authority for Disa-
bled Affairs regarding opening educational and rehabilitation institutions for
persons with disabilities. It also read the letter submitted by member Munira
Al-Amir regarding activating performance measurement standards in the mu-
nicipal work system, and will direct it to the Minister of State for Municipal
Affairs.

‘Gatastrophic’

facts vowed

MP Al-Azmi files grilling against Al-Aiban

By Saeed Mahmoud Saleh
Al-Seyassah/ Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Nov 2: MP Hamdan Al-Azmi has
filed a grilling motion against Minister of Commerce
and Industry and State Minister for Youth Affairs
Muhammad Al-Aiban on the following issues:

1. Conflict of interests and abuse of power to dodge responsibility
over fraud cases;

2. Negligence, abuse of power and exposing national security to risks;

funds;

FM heads to Russia on official visit

KUWAIT CITY, Nov 2, (KUNA):
Minister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh Sa-
lem Abdullah Al-Jaber Al-Sabah left
Kuwait Thursday, heading to Russia
on an official visit that he and his ac-
companying delegation will conduct to
hold multiple meetings with officials in
Moscow to strengthen bilateral ties be-
tween both sides.

In the meetings, both sides will dis-
cuss several vital topics and issues re-
gionally and internationally, especially
developments in the region.

Sheikh Salem was bid farewell at the
airport by Kuwait Deputy Foreign Af-

fairs Sheikh Jarrah Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-
Sabah, Assistant Foreign Minister for
Protocol Affairs Ambassador Nabeel
Al-Dakheel, Ambassador of Russia to
Kuwait Vladimir Zheltov and officials
in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
Meanwhile , Kuwait Deputy Foreign
Minister Ambassador Sheikh Jarrah
Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah received on
Thursday Chairman of the Association
of General Secretaries of the Arab Par-
liaments and Qatari Secretary General
of the Shura Council Dr. Ahmed bin
Nasser bin Ibrahim Al-Fadala on the
occasion of his visit to the country.

Need to lift off siege on Gaza: DM

KUWAIT CITY, Nov 2, (KUNA): Kuwaiti
Deputy Prime Minster and Minister of De-
fense Sheikh Ahmad Fahad Al-Ahmad Al-
Sabah received on Thursday a phone call
from US Secretary of Defense Lloyd J.
Austin to discuss the latest development in
Palestine.

In a press release, the Ministry of De-
fense said that both sides discussed bi-
lateral ties, ways to enhance cooperation

between Kuwait and the US, topics of
common interests and latest regional and
international developments.

During the phone call, the Kuwaiti de-
fense minister affirmed the necessity for
an immediate action to lift off the siege
on Gaza, to end the unjustified military
operations and to work on facilitating the
entry of humanitarian aid to the Palestin-
ian people.
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KUNA photo

The first batch of medical aid provided by the Kuwait Red Crescent arrived in the
Gaza Strip.

KRCS 1st medical aid supply in Gaza

The first aid batch presented Kuwait
Red Crescent Society (KRCS) arrived
Thursday at Palestine Red Crescent
Society (PRCS) warehouses in Gaza.

Chief of Palestinian volunteer teams
affiliated with the KRCS Ahmad Abu
Daya said that the KRCS aid, which in-
cludes medicine, arrived at PRCS north
of Gaza, after crossing Rafah border
crossing on Wednesday.

The medicine supply will be sorted
and distributed to hospitals in the next

few hours, Abu Daya told KUNA, not-
ing that the Israeli occupation keeps
interjecting the delivery process of the
rest of the humanitarian aid to the Gaza
Strip including medical equipment and
ambulances. He added that KRCS aid
provided to Gaza comes as part of Ku-
wait’s relief airbridge, which is main-
tained for more than ten days now, car-
rying 10 tons of medicine and more than
six ambulances provided by KRCS and
Kuwaiti charities. (KUNA)

23 services provided

MEW bags over 1 bln in revenue

By Mohammad Ghanem
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Nov 2: According to in-
formed sources in the Ministry of Electricity,
Water and Renewable Energy, the ministry
achieved revenues estimated at KD 1.209 bil-
lion in the last three years, from the beginning
of April 2020 to March 31, 2023, in return for
23 services provided by the ministry at a fee
to Kuwaiti and non-Kuwaiti customers.

The sources explained that the ministry
collected KD 1.117 billion in fees for pro-
viding electricity and water services, and
KD 80.263 million for providing 15 services
related to delivering power and inspecting
electrical appliances during the same afore-
mentioned period.

There are five services related to disconnect-
ing and connecting water and electricity meters,
which generated about KD 300 thousand, and
about KD 12 million were obtained from ser-

vicing water filling stations.

The services provided by the Ministry for
fees are - selling electricity and water, cutting
or installing water and electricity meters and
delivering them.

The ministry also provides water filling sta-
tion services, connecting electricity to private
housing for the first time, to private housing for
the second plot, to commercial and investment
housing, to factories with electrical loads of less
than 350 kilowatts, to chalets and stables, and to
farms with capacity of less than 350 kilowatts
and more than five megawatts, and providing
temporary electricity to private housing and
projects.

The ministry also provides the service of
restoring power or moving an electrical cable
or meter for the purpose of demolition, trans-
porting lighting equipment, drawing a receipt
or transporting water exchange for more than
12 meters, and examining electrical and other
appliances for approval in the country.

3. Financial and administrative violations that severely affected public

4. Misleading the State Audit Bureau (SAB) to dodge responsibility;
5. Failure to manage the National Fund for the Development of Small
and Medium Enterprises and address the problems of its beneficiaries;

6. Failure to adjust and control prices, and granting privi-
leges to dealers at the expense of citizens’ interests.

Al-Azmi quoted HH the Deputy Amir and Crown Prince
Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah who said at
the inaugural session of the second round of the 17th par-
liamentary term that the performance of the government
is not commensurate with the full support of the political
leadership.

The lawmaker added that during the discussion of his
grilling motion, he will expose catastrophic facts indicating
the concerned minister must not stay in office. He asserted
that if the minister remains in office, the performance of
the government will be affected negatively and put it in an
embarrassing situation; while the Assembly will lose its
credibility if it remains silent over violations.

Meanwhile, MP Hani Shams has forwarded queries to
Minister of Education, Higher Education and Scientific
Research Adel Al-Manea about the statistics issued by the
Ministry of Higher Education, showing that hundreds of
students on overseas scholarship in the last five years have
been facing difficulties in completing their studies includ-
ing those who have been suspended, cancelled and delayed.

Requested

He requested for the list of students on overseas schol-
arship in the last five years, along with their specializa-
tions, scholarship term, exams they passed and failed; list
of accredited and unaccredited universities, colleges and
institutes in each country; total cost of overseas scholar-
ship per year in the last five years; criteria for granting
overseas scholarship; number of students facing difficul-
ties categorizing them based on the secondary school where
they enrolled prior to obtaining overseas scholarship; rea-
sons behind their difficulties; reasons for the cancellation,
suspension or extension of the scholarship term; if reasons
behind the difficulties is personal or due to the low qual-
ity of education in Kuwaiti schools; and if the Ministry of
Education conducted a study on improving the quality of
education in these schools.

Meanwhile, MP Badr Nashmi Al-Anzi strongly criti-
cized the regulations laid down by the Civil Service Com-
mission (CSC) to implement the law on allowing employ-
ees to pursue higher studies while working. He pointed out
that the regulations stipulate impossible conditions, which
could hinder the enforcement of the law. He affirmed that
the concerned parliamentary committee held several meet-
ings with senior officials at CSC and Ministry of Higher
Education prior to the ratification of the law.

“If the minutes of these meetings are revealed, the citizens
will discover the mediocre thought process of some senior of-
ficials. There have been attempts to hinder the execution of the
law under the pretext of improving the quality of education.
In fact, education has been deteriorating due to the incompe-
tence of senior officials. The decision to suspend the medi-
cal studies scholarship in Egypt and Jordan without providing
alternative destinations is an example of a contradictory and
erroneous decision. While such scholarships are suspended
under the pretext that the quality of education in some univer-
sities is not as expected, the Ministry of Health continues to
hire doctors and nurses who graduated from such universities.
These scholarships were suspended and those affected have
been allowed to continue studying the aforementioned courses
at their own expense. The education minister should lift the
scholarship suspension and push for the proper implementa-
tion of the law on allowing employees to pursue higher studies
while working, without imposing impossible conditions. The
minister’s position is not as important as the future of the stu-
dents,” the lawmaker asserted.

Moreover, Assembly Speaker Ahmad Al- Sa’adoun re-
cently met Chairman of the Arab Parliament Secretaries
General Society Dr Ahmed Bin Nasser Bin Ibrahim Al-
Fadhalah who is currently in Kuwait. Secretary General of
the Assembly Khalid Saad Busleeb and Secretary General
of Arab Parliaments Secretaries General Society Jassem
Al-Nisf attended the meeting.

Also, Deputy Speaker Muhammad Al-Mutair had a sepa-
rate meeting with Al-Fadhalah and Al-Nisf.

Hamdan Al-Azmi Muhammad Al-Aiban

Khaleel Al-Abdullah: We realize the
Crown Prince’s vision for the economic
prosperity of our workforce.

Yasmeen Al-Musallam: The Kuwait’s
economic cycle is in need of business
study.

‘Education stands as the only
remedy for nation’s progress’

KUWAIT CITY, Nov 2: Yasmeen Al-Mus-
allam, Maastricht School of Management
CEO, assures that the Kuwait’s economic
cycle is need of more push for increasing
growth which requires establishing future
entrepreneurs, providing them with the
management science, and preparing them
for avoiding losses faced by many Kuwaiti
small and medium enterprise owners.

This occurred during the yearly enlight-
ening meeting held yesterday evening at
the Palm Hotel by Maastricht School of
Management. The event welcomed a fresh
group of master’s students, comprising in-
dividuals of diverse gender backgrounds,
each possessing a wide range of profes-
sional experiences.

These students have graduated from vari-
ous local and international universities. This
event mirrors the college’s ongoing success
in attracting a distinctive range of students
whose experiences vary from fresh gradu-
ates to 30 years of experience in different
sectors and positions, including middle and
senior management.

During the meeting, Al-Musallam em-
phasized the significance of delving into
strategic planning for future facility opera-
tions. This includes understanding how to
conduct feasibility studies, create annual
plans, and master the fundamentals of op-
erations and inventory management. The
discussion also covered effective project
planning, goal setting, and achievement
strategies.

The global MBA program’s objective is
to equip participants with comprehensive
scientific, academic, and practical skills es-
sential for fulfilling the roles and duties of
executive directors, general managers, de-
partment heads, business proprietors, and
professional consultants.

Al-Musallam also pointed out the im-
mense value of delving into management
science and operations research. These
fields aid in decision-making processes
and finding optimal solutions, including
investment decisions, exploring corpo-
rate social responsibility, understanding
human resources, corporate organization
principles, finance, company evaluations,
accounting, marketing, statistics, and
more. She emphasized how institutions,
companies, and various sectors of busi-
ness owners often make serious errors
due to mismanagement.

Furthermore, she highlighted the signifi-
cant advantages of studying management
science and operations research.

These fields facilitate decision-making

and finding optimal solutions, including
investment decisions, exploring corporate
social responsibility, understanding hu-
man resources, corporate organizational
principles, finance, company evaluations,
accounting, marketing, statistics, and more.
She emphasized the serious mistakes made
by business owners in institutions, compa-
nies, and various sectors due to mismanage-
ment!.

Additionally, Khaleel Al-Abdullah, the
Chairman of the Board of Trustees, af-
firmed that this is aligning with the ap-
proach outlined by His Highness the Crown
Prince. In his address to the National As-
sembly, the Crown Prince emphasized the
connection between economic development
and the success of human resources. This
alignment with the Crown Prince’s vision
is evident in the positive role played by
Maastricht, boasting eight specializations
that have graduated over 1,700 individu-
als serving various sectors in Kuwait, a fact
that fills us with pride.

Dr. Khaled Wahba, the College Dean,
mentioned that Maastricht University ranks
145th globally, and their MBA program
holds three international accreditations,
called 3 crowns.

Graduates of Maastricht College in Ku-
wait receive a Dutch higher education cer-
tificate after mandatory study of certain
courses at the university’s campus in Maas-
tricht city. He highlighted the college’s em-
phasis on quality, ensuring a distinguished
faculty with both academic and practical
expertise.

The new program, tailored for recent
graduates and those with less than 5 years
of experience, aims to equip ambitious
graduates with essential skills and knowl-
edge. This initiative is designed to nurture
talented individuals, enabling them to be-
come future leaders in various sectors, en-
suring Kuwait’s future boasts world-class
pioneers.

Wishing success to the newly enrolled
students joining the college.

In his perspective, Dr. David Dingley,
a Professor of Global Management and
International Plans, shared that based on
his experiences in 25 different countries,
he took on the responsibility of education
because he firmly believed it was the sin-
gular solution for fostering any country’s
economic growth. He stressed that a na-
tion’s economic strength is closely tied to
the level of interest and eagerness displayed
by its children towards education and self-
development.
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‘Gaza battle has exposed regional regimes, Zionist fragility’

“IN LAST week’s article, we mentioned, in some detail, the position of the
Palestinian organizations on Saddam’s invasion of Kuwait in 1990, and
how the Palestine Liberation Organization, led by Yasser Arafat, and some
leftist and nationalist parties, were supportive of this unjust invasion,” col-
umnist Mubarak Fahd Al-Duwailah wrote for Al-Qabas daily.

“We also explained the position of the Islamic
Hamas movement and its rejection from the first day
of the invasion. And because Kuwait has never been
ungrateful, and has not and will not change its firm
positions regarding the nation’s crucial issues, this
is why this heroic and honorable position came from
Kuwait and its people regarding the Zionist aggres-
sion against.

“Today, the battle of “Al-Agsa Flood” reveals to us
more neglectful positions towards the primary issue
of Arabs and Muslims, and further reveals the vast
gap between most Arab peoples and their govern-
ments.

“Some governments were surprised by the amount
of enthusiasm that their people have for this issue, which increased their
feelings of shame and embarrassment, so we find most of them are deaf and
dumb, and we have not heard a word from them expressing their denuncia-
tion of the Zionist orgy in Gaza, and the immorality practiced by American
policy in its dealings with this ongoing aggression against civilians and the
defenseless in the Gaza Strip.

“The people of Gaza today, after the weak positions of many regimes
have been exposed, only want the Arabs and Muslims to bring in the aid
that has reached them. Is there anything simpler than this request?

“The battle of “Al-Aqsa Flood” revealed the fragility of the Zionist entity
and its invincible army, which prompted America and Western countries
to quickly send their armies, battleships and aircraft carriers to save what
could be saved. Some analysts believe that if Hamas had known this truth
about the Zionist army, it would have sent hundreds of mujahedeen to Tel
Aviv!

“What is happening in Gaza has revealed even the attitudes of the Zion-
ists towards those who live among us!

“At a time when peoples do not have the option of jihad in Palestine, due
to the deliberate closure of the borders, their contributions, demands, and

Al-Duwailah

participation in supporting our people in Gaza took many legitimate and
indisputable methods to express their position of rejection of aggression.

“However, some of these Zionists were displeased with the success of
this honorable position, so they tried to belittle them for expressing their
opinion in support of brutal aggression against innocent people, and the
truth of those who said: “If you are not ashamed, do whatever you want”!

“They are Zionists, support brutal aggression, and are preoccupied with
non-essential issues such as homosexuality and others, and there is no pow-
er or strength except God.”

Also:

“The Jabalia massacre is one of the most horrific events that the Gaza
Strip witnessed, as the Israeli occupation forces bombed a residential
neighborhood adjacent to the Indonesian Hospital in Jabalia, resulting in
hundreds of martyrs and wounded, including children and women. De-
spite this atrocity, global silence continues regarding the crimes committed
against Palestinians under occupation,” columnist Abdulaziz Al-Kandari
wrote for Al-Rai daily.

“The history of the Zionists with massacres is long, since 1948, and then
the Deir Yassin massacres in 1948, the Kafr Qasim massacre in 1956, the
Khan Yunis massacre in 1956, the Sabra and Shatila massacre in 1982, and
the Ibrahimi Mosque massacre in 1994. This is in contrast to the savage
images that we used to see on an almost daily basis of the Palestinians and
the crime of bombing hospitals in Gaza and killing medical staff is not far
from our minds.

“The occupation army claimed that the strike it directed in Jabalia was
targeting a “senior leader” in the Islamic Resistance Movement “Hamas,”
who is responsible for the battles in northern Gaza since the start of the war,
according to the army spokesman.

“Hamas also denied the allegation, saying, “The terrorist Zionist ene-
my’s talk about the presence of a Hamas leader in Jabalia, the site of the
massacre, is false and baseless.”

“The Ministry of Health in Gaza stated that the massacre resulted in 400
martyrs and wounded, according to a preliminary toll, stressing that the
number may be the largest, and may be close to the number of victims
of the Baptist Hospital massacre. Because the area that was bombed was
‘densely populated.’

“It is a truly brutal and barbaric massacre, and the Israeli army used 6

bombs, each bomb weighing a ton, and internationally banned weapons.

“It is as if the world gave the green light to the Zionists to kill without
stopping. They kill men, women and children. If the world is on the side
of the Zionists, then where is the role of the Muslims who are responsible
for the cause?

“What happened in Jabalia camp is a painful reminder that innocent peo-
ple in Palestine continue to suffer from Israeli oppression and violence.

“The international community must speak out and condemn these atroci-
ties and work to stop the Israeli violence and occupation. When the world
remains silent in the face of such crimes, it encourages their continuation
and makes them acceptable, and this is unacceptable in any way.

“To give the Zionists free rein to tamper with and kill them as they please
without accountability or supervision, and even to do so and kill under
international protection and guardianship, with all regret? This is a wrong
path, because the arbitrary use of force by the Zionist occupier will not
bring peace, but it will foster hatred against this illegal, criminal entity in
the coming days, and its loss will be greater.

“The killing of the people of Gaza that is happening today makes people
lose confidence in the entire international and Arab community, because
any sane person can distinguish between the oppressor and the oppressed,
except for the oppressor who kills with all his might.

“What kind of peace and normalization do they want when they demand
the disarmament of the resistance and the preservation of the weapons of
the Zionists? What kind of peace are they talking about when their criterion
is the military superiority of one party over the other?

“Yes... the Arab and Islamic world wants peace, but with special specifi-
cations: the peace of domination and tyranny, the peace of killing children
and demolishing homes and places of worship, the peace of siege, starva-
tion and subjugation, and a peace in which blood is worthless is not what
is wanted .

“What is the balance of states if the aggression of the Zionists and the
killing of children is self-defense, and the resistance of the people of
Gaza to the Zionists is aggression and a violation of the security of the
Zionists, and the world becomes angry when the Zionists are captured,
a shameful and abhorrent duality? Without granting rights, spreading
justice, and preserving human dignity, there will be no peace, and no
change in Gaza .”

— CGompiled by Mai Elsoukary
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Other Voices

By Ahmad alsarraf

or many reasons that are too long

to explain, the number of believ-
ers in the conspiracy theory is always
increasing in our societies, with the
occurrence of serious events whose
reasons are difficult for the simple
mind to explain, such as the Corona
epidemic, the events of September
11, and Hamas’ storming of Israeli
settlements. Among these reasons
are:

This is due
to the frighten-
ing decline in
the percentage
of the educated,
readers in our
societies, let
alone the semi-
educated mas-
ters and leaders
of the “X” plat-
form.

The high
rate of illiteracy, the backwardness of
school curricula, the refusal of various
governments in our countries to allow
the teaching of critical thinking, and
the belief of a large percentage that the
West or others are conspiring against
us, covets our wealth, seeks to corrupt
the morals of our children, is desperate
to promote drugs among us, and aims
to sabotage our morals!

For these reasons, we find it easy
or comfortable for many to believe
the conspiracy theory, as it removes
the burden of the task of searching the
truth, exploring various opinions, and
analyzing it from their shoulders.

Number of people who believe that
an agreement between Israel and Ha-
mas is what made it easier for the latter
to enter a number of border settlements
and emerge with minimal human
losses, after it succeeded in killing,
wounding and kidnapping more than
2,000 Israelis, including men, chil-
dren, women, civilians and soldiers!

This agreement, regardless of the as-
sumption of its validity, means that the
Israeli leadership has instructed all se-
curity services and the army to “close
all sensing, spying and surveillance
devices,” or to ignore everything that
is happening in front of them on the
screens of thousands of surveillance
cameras, not to respond to any bomb-
ings, and to ignore the firing of bullets.

Allow Hamas vehicles and fighters
to kill everyone they want, capture
as many numbers as they want, and
withdraw! This means that tens of
thousands of Israelis received these
instructions from their leaders, and
implemented them to the letter, and

alsarraf

The X-conspiracy & civil cards

not even after more than two weeks,
the conscience of any of them woke
up and exposed his government and
said that he received those instruc-
tions and orders to ignore Hamas’
entry into the settlements, to give
Netanyahu’s government an excuse
to take revenge on the people of
Gaza and wipe out The Strip, at a
cost of billions, and the possibility
of tens of thousands of Palestinians
losing their lives, with the possibility
of hundreds or thousands of Israeli
soldiers losing their lives whenever
the ground attack begins!

The biggest loser from this con-
spiracy or non-conspiracy is Benjamin
Netanyahu, as he will most likely pay
the price in any case, once the dust of
the battle settles down and an investi-
gation committee is formed into what
actually happened, such as the famous
Agranat Commission, after the 1973
war.

Also, the exposure of the Hamas
leaders’ agreement with the Israe-
lis will prompt, not the Palestinians
of Gaza, but the entire world, to cut
them into pieces while they are alive,
if proven true, and this is what is very
difficult to imagine!

a a Q

Note: A year or more, and people
were moaning and complaining about
the delay in issuing their civil ID cards
for several months, and the resulting
disruption of their interests, cancel-
lation of their travel, and stopping of
their transactions, and no one in the
government bothered to address the
matter in a timely manner, until the
situation worsened and people became
upset, and things got out of control.

Then suddenly someone discovered,
even though the problem had been go-
ing on for almost a year, the existence
of a gang within the Public Authority
for Civil Information, which sought,
with despicable design and conniv-
ance, to deliberately delay people’s
interests, and to demand money from
card holders, in exchange for rushing
to issue them!

They were brought before the ju-
diciary, to issue fair rulings against
them, including imprisonment and
large fines!

How does this happen in a country
that has a government, all these regula-
tory bodies, a press and 50 representa-
tives? I don’t know, but it is an indi-
cation that things are collapsing and
deteriorating.

a Q a

e-mail: a.alsarraf@algabas.com.kw

MEW waits for CSC nod

Bid to enforce flexible work hours

KUWAIT CITY, Nov 2: The Ministry of
Electricity, Water and Renewable Energy
said “the Ministry is waiting for the Civil
Service Commission to complete the pro-
gramming of its integrated system to
implement the flexible working hours
that the Ministry proposed to the Bureau
some time ago.”

The Al-Rai daily has learned that there
is a problem with the Bureau regarding
the issue of how to calculate the period of
prior permission granted to employees at
certain times, indicating that the Ministry,
due to this problem, has not yet been able
to implement a flexible working system
for its more than 35,000 employees.

The ministry explained it had previ-
ously addressed the Bureau regarding the
flexible working hours system that it
wanted to implement for its employees,
as it decided to allocate one flexible hour
from 7:00 am to 8:00 am, with an esti-
mated grace period of half an hour, and
the Ministry is still awaiting the Bureau’s
response to begin implementation.”

On the other hand, sources revealed
that the Ministry has signed a contract
with an international consultant for a
period of 5 years to provide the Ministry
of Electricity, Water and Renewable
Energy with internal consulting engi-
neering services for water sector projects.

Household help number increased
despite ban on Philippines workers

30 per cent rise from India , major fall from Lanka

KUWAIT CITY, Nov 2: The number of
domestic workers working in Kuwait in-
creased from 583,000 at the end of 2021
to 811,000 as of last October, despite the
ban imposed on the recruitment of Filipi-
no workers since last February, and the
direct recruitment of domestic workers

was limited only to India and Sri Lanka.

Labor statistics revealed an increase in the
number of domestic workers coming from India
by about 30 percent over last year, reaching
about 361,000 as of last October, of whom only
28.7 percent were female, and the rest were
men.

The statistics recorded a significant decrease in the
number of domestic workers recruited from Sri Lanka,
from 79 thousand in 2022, to only 48.2 thousand in
2023, with an average of about 4,800 entering Kuwait
monthly, of which female workers constitute more than
90 percent.

As for Filipino female workers, despite the ban on their
recruitment, they still make the bulk of domestic workers,
as their number in 2023 reached about 99.4 percent of the
201,000 Filipino domestic workers in Kuwait.

Explained

Bassam Al-Shammari, a specialist in domestic work-
er affairs, explained to Al-Rai that the increase in the
number of domestic workers in general is due to the
increasing demand for them, after the establishment of
many new housing cities in Kuwait.

Al-Shammari stressed that the increased awareness of
both the sponsor and the worker about the rights and
duties of both parties, and the change in treatment with
the domestic worker, is clearly evident in the low per-
centage of cases of escape from homes, and the lack of
labor disputes.

Number of domestic workers as of last October:

W India: 371,222 workers (71.3 percent male - 28.7
percent female)

B Philippines: 201,110 workers (0.6 percent male -
99.4 percent female)

B Sri Lanka: 103,685 workers (20.6 percent males -
79.4 percent females)

H Bangladesh: 85,989 workers (99 percent males - 1
percent females)

W Nepal: 25,540 workers (4.7 percent males - 95.3
percent females)

M Ethiopia: 11 One thousand and 684 workers (8.2
percent males - 91.8 percent females)

B Other nationalities: 11 thousand and 616 workers
(59.1 percent males - 40.9 percent females)

Bassam Al-Shammari presented four proposals
through Al-Rai that could contribute to solving employ-
ment problems, which are:

1. That there be equality for holders
| of Article 20 regarding reports of
absence under Article 18, and that the
report be submitted on the date of
s absence and not be activated until
after 60 days, as this procedure con-
| tributes to addressing 80 percent of
labor problems and issues, and
embarrassment over malicious reports
that the majority of domestic workers
in embassies suffer from, due to the
difficulty of filing an absence report.

2. Activating the role of the shelter center affiliated
with the Public Authority for Manpower, and coordinat-
ing with the embassies of countries exporting domestic
workers.

3. Accelerating the end of labor disputes, and quickly
restoring workers’ rights in disputes through amicable
solutions.

4. Seeking help from recruitment offices to resolve
any dispute between the worker and the sponsor may
reduce about 30 percent of cases.

Al-Shammari

KUNA photo

The Kuwait Red Crescent Society volunteers distributing food parcels to Palestinian
children in a refugee camp in Gaza.

KRCS continues aid to Palestinians

Kuwait Red Crescent Society (KRCS)
continued for the twenty-sixth day in
a row to provide its humanitarian and
relief assistance to displaced Palestin-
ians in a number of schools that include
thousands of displaced persons.
Palestinian volunteer teams affiliated
with the KRCS distributed relief aid, hot
meals, bread and dates, in addition to
medical relief, including supplies for

medical services.

The teams distributed aid to the north-
ern regions of the Gaza Strip and Gaza
City, despite the difficulties and severe
shortages in fuel for bakeries and flour,
the power outages, their inability to
reach the southern governorates due to
land incursions, and the seriousness of
the conditions in movement across the
governorates in Gaza. (KUNA)

Prisoner who escaped arrested

KUWAIT CITY, Nov 2: The Ministry of
Interior has announced that an inmate who
had escaped from a correctional institu-
tion while she was in a hospital receiving
treatment has been arrested, reports Al-Rai
daily.

The Ministry said that immediately after
receiving the report, an intensive search re-
sulted in the arrest of the fugitive, and the

investigation is being completed to deter-
mine the circumstances of the incident.

The Minister of Interior, Sheikh Talal
Al-Khaled, had ordered the formation of an
immediate investigation committee into the
inmate’s escape, and directed that all nec-
essary measures be taken quickly to arrest
her.
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South Korea shares rich cultural output at Sharjah hook fair

Kuwait participates in 42nd edition of Sharjah Int’l Book Fair

Kuwait calls on int’l community

to ‘protect’ Palestinian people

Kuwait supports efforts of UNHCR: Al-Dikaan

KUWAIT CITY, Nov 2:
The State of Kuwait today
urged the international
community to follow uni-
fied policies based on dia-
logue and peaceful chan-
nels when dealing with
issues related to refugees
and displaced persons in
order to achieve the col-
lective security sought
by all members in light
of non-traditional cross-

border threats.

This came in a speech by the
Permanent Delegation of Kuwait
to the United Nations, delivered
by Diplomatic Attaché Ahmed
Al-Dikaan before the Third
Committee of the General As-
sembly concerned with Social,
Humanitarian and Cultural Af-
fairs, reports Al-Rai daily.

Al-Dikaan said that the State of
Kuwait affirms its commitment to
supporting refugee issues in line
with its humanitarian diplomacy,
expressing the country’s apprecia-
tion for the efforts made by the
United Nations Relief and Works
Agency for Palestine Refugees
(UNRWA) in providing the basic
needs of education and health care
for Palestine refugees in several
countries.

Al-Dikaan added that Kuwait sup-
ports the efforts of the United
Nations High Commissioner for

Dikaan

Refugees, which includes the return
or resettlement of refugees in vari-
ous parts of the world, while provid-
ing them with protection. He
renewed the country’s call to ensure
the safety of UNHCR workers, as
many of them work in conflict zones
or areas where climate change is
widespread.

He pointed to the country’s
humanitarian efforts that have
affected all parts of the world in
the wake of the worsening crisis of
refugees and displaced persons, in
a fair manner without regard to
race or affiliation, explaining that
this approach has contributed to a
positive impact on the lives of
many by adopting policies based
on development and non-discrimi-
nation when providing a helping
hand.

He warned that the issues of asy-
lum and displacement are not the
exclusive result of armed conflicts,
but are also the result of non-tradi-
tional threats such as climate change,
the spread of epidemics, and ongo-
ing human rights violations, noting

Air freight expansion eyed

KAC plans to purchase 5 aircraft by 30

KUWAIT CITY, Nov 2: The Chair-
man of the Board of Directors of
Kuwait Airways, Abdul Mohsen Al-
Faqan, said the KAC has a strategy
to strengthen its cargo sector and
that includes purchasing five Airbus
350A and Boeing 777F aircraft by
2030, reports Al-Seyassah daily
Al-Fajan told the “Flight Global”
website that the decision regarding ex-
panding air freight in the company and
the new shipping strategy will be de-
termined before the end of next year.
He confirmed that the company
has an infrastructure for freight op-

erations, especially with the avail-
ability of an air cargo city at Kuwait
International Airport.

However, the administration
needs to build a management and
sales structure to develop it, indicat-
ing that the freight sector is a year-
round business, unlike the seasonal
passenger sector, especially since
the Middle East depends on import
to a large extent.

Al-Fajan pointed out the impor-
tance of air freight in light of Chi-
nese activity to support government
infrastructure projects in Kuwait.

that 108 million people will be dis-
placed by the end of 2022 to escape
these repercussions that would harm
their lives and the lives of their
families.

Regarding the Israeli occupation’s
aggression against the Gaza Strip,
Al-Dikaan said that the noticeable
failure to describe blatant violations
of international humanitarian law
amounts to giving the green light for
the continuation of these brutal prac-
tices targeting the “steadfast”
Palestinian people, who are exclud-
ed from the principles of interna-
tional humanitarian law.

He continued, “From this plat-
form, I reiterate my country’s
Kuwaiti support for the Palestinian
people politically, humanitarianly,

and morally, after many of the inter-
national community’s masks fell
before a just humanitarian cause due
to selectivity. Accordingly, we real-
ize the difficulty of unifying and
coordinating positions, but this must
not affect our obligations and
responsibilities under international
humanitarian law.”

In this regard, Al-Dikaan
affirmed the State of Kuwait’s con-
demnation and denunciation of the
barbaric criminal acts committed by
the usurping Israeli occupation,
which requires the international
community to carry out its respon-
sibilities without selectivity and
double standards and to provide
international protection for the
Palestinian people.
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SHARJAH, Nov 2, (KUNA): The 42nd
edition of Sharjah International Book
fair launched Wednesday with more than
2,000 publishers from 108 countries,
showcasing 1.5 million books.

The fair, held with South Korea as
the guest of honor, was inaugurated by
Sharjah Ruler Sultan bin Mohammad Al-
Qasimi.

Kuwait is represented in the fair by Na-
tional Council for Culture Arts and Lit-
erature (NCCAL), as well as a number of
government bodies and private publish-
ing houses.

NCCAL representative Khalifah Al-
Rabah spoke to KUNA about the coun-
cil’s keenness on participating in the fair

saying that it is an opportunity to display
the rich Kuwaiti literary and cultural pro-
ductions.

Meanwhile, under the theme “unlimit-
ed imagination” South Korea -- the guest
of honor of the 42nd Sharjah Interna-
tional Book Fair -- had set course to share
the country’s rich culture, history, and
knowledge with Arab and international
audiences during the course of this pres-
tigious event.

The South Korean pavilion have seen a
huge influx of the fair’s visitors with over
200 pieces of art and literature on display.

The pavilion will be hosting 25 media,
art, and cultural guests eager to share Ko-
rean culture with the regional audiences.

Ambassador Dr Swaika with KISR’s DG Dr Al-Sudairwai.

Indian envoy meets Dr Al-Sudairwai of KISR

The Indian Ambassador to Kuwait HE
Dr Adarsh Swaika met the DG, Kuwait
Institute for Scientific Research, HE Dr
Mane Al-Sudairwai. The discussions fo-

cused on enhancing scientific collabora-
tion between both sides. It is noteworthy
to make a mention of the presence of a
large number of Indian scientists in KISR.

Embassy holds tourism exhibition

Kuwait & Germany enjoy
‘distinguished’ relations

By Fares Al-Abdan
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Nov 2: The Ambassador
of the Federal Republic of Germany to
Kuwait Hans-Christian Freiherr von Reib-
nitz praised the Kuwaiti-German relations,
which he described as distinguished.

In a statement issued on the sidelines of
a tourism exhibition held the day before
yesterday evening at the ambassador’s
residence with the participation of nine
German tourist offices and the Lufthansa
Airlines company, the ambassador called
on Kuwaitis to visit his country, which he
described as a touristic country.

He said, “The purpose of holding this
exhibition is to introduce our country as a
distinguished touristic country and to give a
good impression of our country. This exhibi-
tion is aimed to show friends how beautiful
Germany is, what you can do there, and what
you can expect if you travel to Germany.

Communicate

This exhibition is held annually in Ku-
wait in the month of October, with the par-
ticipation of a network of people who come
only to communicate with their customers
whom they already know.

At the same time, they give the oppor-
tunity to many other people to learn more
about Germany, the culture, the places they
can go, and the diversity that exists in Ger-
many in particular.”

Regarding the number of visas that were
issued in summer, the ambassador replied,
“I cannot give a specific number of visas
that were issued. But of course, there are
thousands of Kuwaitis who have a long-
term visa. Those traveling to other countries
sometimes pass through Germany as well,
so I do not want to mention the exact num-
ber because I do not have any good idea
about that. However, I say to Kuwaitis that
there are great opportunities to actually pass
through Germany.”

In his response to a question about the
visit of a German parliamentary delegation
to Kuwait and the extent of cooperation, he
said, “The visit was by the Speaker of the
Parliament of Arabic-speaking countries.
It falls within the framework of our two
countries’ preparations to celebrate the 60th
anniversary of the establishment of bilateral
relations. This is to link with the National
Assembly and for the actual vision of pre-
paring for a possible visit of Kuwaiti parlia-
mentarians to Germany for unification, and
at the same time to make clear to Kuwaiti
friends that our government is not the only
one that establishes relations.

But also the legislative authority repre-
sented by Parliament, as well as the private
sector, and perhaps if we go to the future
and if we look at the large projects that the
government is preparing here, there will be
a good German influence.”

Meanwhile, the Director of the German
National Tourism Office in the Gulf Coop-

Kuwaiti stage artiste
succumbs to cancer

KUWAIT CITY, Nov 2: Kuwaiti
artiste Jawaher lost her battle with
cancer, after a long treatment trip she
spent in the British capital, London,
which she finally completed in Kuwait.
Today, she moved to the afterlife, at
the age of 45 in the Jaber Hospital.

Jawaher began acting in 1990 when
she appeared in
the  children’s
play “The Bat.”
In 1996, she ap-
peared as a mod-
el in the video
clip “I Loved
Him” by the art-
ist Khaled Bin
Hussein, and
from there she
returned to acting
and participated
in four series
at once in 1997, but after that she re-
treated and decided to stop acting for
reasons that she did not reveal, reports
Al-Rai daily.

In 2003, she returned to acting
strongly again, presenting five series
in one season, and performing one of
her most famous roles, “Shams,” in the
series “Another Day.”

From there, she continued until
2005, when she announced her re-
tirement for the second time, but she
returned to acting after a five-year ab-
sence, in 2010, and worked in comedy
and dramatic television works until
2018, when she stopped, but this time
due to her cancer.

Jawaher

eration Council countries, Yemeni Sofar
said, “Every year we hold a tourism exhibi-
tion in Kuwait about Germany. Today, nine
German companies, representing various
German cities, participated with us. We are
here to promote what Berlin and Munich,
hotels, trains, the airline Lufthansa and
shopping sector have to offer but also pro-
mote the whole of Germany.”

In response to a question related to the
offers that her country offers to Kuwaiti
tourists, she said the presence of many Ku-
waiti business partners to meet their Ger-
man partners is intended to conclude direct
contracts to obtain better prices for making
special arrangements for tourism, as well
as for introducing Kuwaitis to German
markets, which have discounts on the most
prominent international brands.

Sofar added, “Talking to our partners in
Kuwait face to face is very useful in know-
ing the desires and requirements of Kuwaiti
tourists.”
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Federation calls for urgent aid to reach millions trapped and suffering

World Heart Federation stands in solidarity with Gaza

KUWAIT CITY, Nov 2: With deep
sadness over the loss of life and ba-
sic amenities needed for survival,
the World Heart Federation (WHF)
joins the global call for aid to reach
the millions trapped and suffering
in the humanitarian crisis in Gaza.
WHF supports our members and
partners in the region, as well as
those they hold dear.

WHF’s mission is to promote
cardiovascular health for all. Equity
and community are among our core
values, and we therefore prioritize

the health and safety of civilians. In
times of conflict and war, it is crucial
to swiftly deploy
humanitarian aid
to address the
medical needs of
the injured and
those with vari-
ous  conditions
who rely on criti-
cal medical sup-
plies and treat-
ment.

The suffering

Dr. Rajan

caused by war is unimaginable and
has long-lasting effects. WHF ex-
presses gratitude for the dedication
of caregivers who remain commit-
ted to their oath of service despite
challenging circumstances. We
maintain hope for a resolution to
the current crisis.

Dr. Rajesh Rajan, a cardiologist at
the Sabah Al Ahmad Cardiac Center
in Al Amiri Hospital, Kuwait, em-
phasizes the importance of prioritiz-
ing the health and safety of civilians
during conflict and war. He stresses

the urgency of swiftly deploying hu-
manitarian aid to address the medical
needs of the injured and those suf-
fering from various conditions who
depend on critical medical supplies
and treatment. Access to healthcare
services is vital to ensure the well-
being of individuals and alleviate
their suffering during these challeng-
ing times.

In this difficult period, the WHF
expresses deep gratitude for the tire-
less efforts of caregivers who contin-
ue to provide essential medical care

despite the most challenging circum-
stances. Their dedication to their oath
of service is truly commendable, and
we acknowledge the invaluable role
they play in offering solace and heal-
ing to those in need.

Dr. Rajan also highlights the toll
of war on individuals and communi-
ties, leaving lasting scars that extend
far into the future. Nevertheless, the
WHF remains hopeful that a reso-
lution can be found, and we stand
firmly committed to supporting our
members and partners in the region

as they navigate through this crisis
with determination and resilience.

The WHEF, in collaboration with
its partners and members, will con-
tinue to advocate for the necessary
aid and resources to be provided to
the people of Palestine. We firmly
believe in the importance of ad-
dressing the humanitarian crisis as
a global community, and we are
unwavering in our commitment
to supporting the health and well-
being of all individuals affected by
this dire situation.

190 apply for 25 supervisory posts in co-ops

List uploaded

Jahra Co-op sales during 9-day fiesta bags KD 275K

By Fares Al-Abdan
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Nov 2: The
Acting Undersecretary of the
Ministry of Social Affairs
Abdulaziz Sari Al-Mutairi
declared that the Quartet
Committee for Supervisory Po-
sitions in Cooperative Societies
has begun receiving applicants
from Wednesday evening.

He highlighted the completion of the
first phase involving 11 cooperative so-
cieties with 25 vacant supervisory posi-
tions, affirming that these vacancies will
be filled by applicants among the citi-
zens, as the total number of applicants is
190 Kuwaiti men and women.

Al-Mutairi explained that, “The com-
mittee will receive applicants for the posi-
tions of director, deputy director, and head

of the department. It will start with the
Nuzha Cooperative Society for the posi-
tion of deputy director, for which the total
number of applicants is 24 Kuwaiti men
and women.

We have asked the cooperative socie-
ties to adhere to the decision of the Coun-
cil of Ministers so that all societies have a
unified structure that includes ten depart-
ments, except for the cooperative societies
with financial solvency. They need to con-
tact us and their status will be reviewed as
to whether the number of departments will
be reduced or merged.”

Nomination

Meanwhile, the Head of the competent
quartet committee to study nomination
files and conduct personal interviews for
appointment to cooperative societies, and
the Director of the Supervision and Coop-
erative Inspection Department at the Min-
istry of Social Affairs Ahmed Al-Enezi
confirmed the start of receiving applicants
for supervisory positions in cooperative

societies yesterday.

Al-Enezi explained that the quartet
committee includes in its membership
the Union of Consumer Cooperative So-
cieties, the Ministry of Social Affairs, the
Public Authority for Manpower, and the
Chairman of the Board of Directors of the
cooperative society that has vacancies.

The committee began conducting inter-
views for 24 applicants for positions in the
Nuzha Cooperative Society according to
the supervisory positions offered. Inter-
views will be conducted on a weekly basis
for applicants to positions of each coop-
erative society separately.

He revealed that non-compliant coop-
erative societies were directed to a judicial
police officer for not announcing supervi-
sory positions, indicating that the number
of such cooperative societies reached 14.

Al-Enezi affirmed that after the officer’s
directive, a large number of cooperative
societies came forward to advertise the
jobs.

Meanwhile, Chairman of the Jahra Co-

operative Society, Ahmed Al-Shammari,
announced the success of the Awal Al-
Khair Festival 2023 which was organized
from October 23 to 31.

Al-Shammari said, the future will be on
a greater level and of a distinctive quality,
valuing the cooperation of the members of
the board of directors among themselves
for the benefit of the shareholders, reports
Al-Rai daily.

Al-Shammari, in a press statement,
said the sales of the Awal Al-Khair Festi-
val 2023 was approximately 275 thousand
dinars, distributed as follows -- 200 thou-
sand from the Jahra Central Market and 75
thousand from the Al-Waha Central Mar-
ket, stressing that the board of directors is
moving towards developing and achieving
the ambitions of the people of the region,
especially the shareholders.

Al-Shammari promised shareholders
and the people of the region that the com-
ing period would witness more services
and festivals, and that the quality offers
would satisfy them.

Remuneration for Mol staff
who participated in 23 polls

By Munaif Naif
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Nov 2: The Security Media Department of the
Ministry of Interior highlighted the keenness and follow-up of
the First Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Interior Sheikh
Talal Khalid Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah to encourage employees of
the Ministry of Interior to exert more effort, work, and giving.

It revealed that Sheikh Talal Al-Khaled directed the disburse-
ment of financial dues to all employees - security personnel and
civilian - who participated in the 2023 National Assembly elec-
tions based on the cooperation and fruitful efforts made by the
Financial Affairs and Support Services Sector with all sectors of
the state concerned in this regard.

Kuwalt preps to withess astronomical events this month

KUWAIT CITY, Nov 2: The Space Museum of the
Sheikh Abdullah Al-Salem Cultural Center announced
that November 2023 will witness many distinctive astro-
nomical events that can be observed from the skies of Ku-
wait, including the conjunction of the moon with bright
planets, reports Al-Rai daily.

General Supervisor of Museums at the Center, Khaled
Al-Jamaan, told Kuwait News Agency (KUNA) that the
planet Jupiter, the giant of the solar system, will be at its
closest point to Earth on the evening of Friday, Novem-
ber 3, and during this period it will be at its maximum in
terms of brightness, and with a good telescope it can be
distinguished.

He stated that the Kuwaiti sky will be on the evening
of Sunday, November 12, with meteor showers known as
“Taurus group showers,” as the best time to view them
will be after midnight in areas far from light pollution,
and approximately 5 to 10 meteors can be seen during
one hour.

He stated that November 13 will be the best time dur-

ing the month to monitor and photograph the Galaxy Riv-
er, in addition to observing faint celestial bodies such as
galaxies and star clusters, in addition to the most promi-
nent winter stars.

Al-Jamaan stated that on November 18, the periodic
stream of meteors from the Leo Group returns, which
arose from the remains of the transit of comet “Tempel-
Tuttle” in 1866, indicating that the Leo Group meteors
have a cycle that is repeated every 33 years in which the
meteor showers increase significantly, reaching hundreds
of meteors and the last peak. These meteors occurred in
2001, and the next peak date for these showers will be in
2033. This year, it is expected to see 15 meteors per hour.

He added that the moon will be associated during the
month of November, during its journey in the sky from
east to west, with a number of bright planets that appear
in the form of bright stars in the sky near the moon in a
distinctive view for the observer from Earth.

The two teams stated that the moon will be in con-
junction with the planet Venus at dawn on Thursday,

corresponding to November 9, on the eastern horizon
of the Kuwaiti sky, and the conjunction will also be
repeated with the planet Saturn throughout the even-
ing of Monday, corresponding to November 20, with
Jupiter also on the evening of Saturday, corresponding
to November 25.

He pointed out that the Space Museum monitors and
documents all astronomical phenomena in the Kuwaiti
sky in cooperation with the International Astronomical
Union and displays them within its programs and activi-
ties for the Planetarium, as happened recently with the
second and final lunar eclipse of this year.

«Mujezat Al-Shifa» : Bee propolis
fights tooth decay and gingival
infection microbes
The nutrition
consultant at Mujezat
Al-Shifa Company
explained that all types |
of propolis are rich )
in phenolic compounds, flavinoids, and
terpenes as antioxidants. Therefore, they
contribute to the prevention and treatment
of diseases, stimulating the immune
system, and healing wounds, burns, and
ulcers. It also contains antimicrobial
compounds that include penocembrin,
picomarin, caffeic, apigenin, and galangin.

The compounds are the most powerful types
of antioxidants and antimicrobials, especially
for pneumonia, gum disease, and tooth decay.
Therefore, an experiment was conducted on 300
healthy adolescents between the ages of 10 and
19 years who do not suffer from active lesions.
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‘Kuwait has historic humanitarian approach’

AMMAN, Nov 2, (KUNA): Kuwaiti
Ambassador to Jordan Hamad Al-
Marri said on Thursday that Kuwait’s
humanitarian approach is historic and
long under the directives of the politi-
cal leadership.

This came in a statement to KUNA
after attending the relief campaign or-
ganized by Rahma International Soci-
ety through conducting catheterization
operations for Palestinian and Syrian
refugees at the Canadian Hospital in
Jordan.

Al-Marri praised the efforts of Rah-
ma International Society in providing
medical aid to refugees in Jordan.

“What we saw today is a reason for
us to be proud and an affirmation of
Kuwait’s role as a center for humani-
tarian work thanks to all the efforts in-
volved,” he pointed out.

He stated that charitable work is one
of the basic pillars of the country’s
foreign policy, as Kuwait was always
known for its humanitarian initiatives
that targeted several regions in various
parts of the world.

On his part, campaign supervisor
Abdullah Al-Ajmi stated that this the
ninth campaign for Rahma Interna-
tional Society, which more than 300
patients have benefited from, in coordi-

nation with the Jordanian medical staff
in the Canadian Hospital.

He noted that Rahma International
Society have organized more than 500
relief campaigns for refugees in Jordan
funded by Kuwaiti charity.

He added that this campaign will
fund more than 40 catheterization op-
erations worth USD 100,000.

Al-Ajmi praised the role of the Ku-
waiti government, especially the Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs and the Minis-
try of Social Affairs, for their support
towards Kuwaiti charitable societies to
facilitate their tasks in providing assis-
tance to those in need around the world.

Mishal Al-Ahmad ...

Continued from Page 1

country, which led to inflaming the
street and preoccupying citizens with
marginal matters that were already
known to be unreliable and inconsis-
tent with citizens’ demands, because it
does not achieve justice for the people
of the country.

His Highness the Crown Prince,
when the captain of the ship speaks
with such frankness about what we
have been suffering from for 30 years
as a result of wars, either declared or
undeclared ones, to obstruct the course
of the relationship between the legisla-
tive and executive authorities in order
to achieve personal interests, the scene
must be as you described it, Your
Highness.

You put your finger on the wound,
and it is time for everyone to bear the
responsibility with honesty and sincer-
ity.

May Almighty Allah bless you your
Highness for this comprehensive ex-
planation of what the nation is suffer-
ing. The people today await your pain-
ful surgical procedures to put Kuwait
on the path towards salvation after
three decades of lagging behind the
global pace in all fields.

Central Bank

Continued from Page 1

by telecommunications companies
operating in the country, and to use
means to prevent fraudsters from im-
personating official institutions, in-
cluding requiring telecommunications
companies to display the full name of
the contacting party on the website,
phone screen for communications with
legal entities such as banks and gov-
ernment agencies, to reduce cases of
impersonation of employees of banks

or government agencies.

Perhaps what will increase the sig-
nificance of the establishment of the
expected “chamber” is the escalation
of financial fraud operations at sig-
nificant rates in the past three years,
as many services and businesses have
become available digitally, which has
contributed to an increase in the spread
of cyber-crime, especially fraud op-
erations that aim to steal individuals’
banking and personal data in an effort
to To access their money.

Many methods of financial fraud
have recently spread, including fraud-
sters claiming to be from an official or
banking institution to request informa-
tion from individuals.

According to data issued by the
Central Bank of Kuwait recently, the
number of cases of fraud on bank cards
at local banks increased by about 6
times last year compared to what was
recorded in 2020. According to reports
from local banks, fraud on bank cards
has been increasing every year.

Since March 2023, the Central Bank
has held a series of meetings with
banks as part of its effort to determine
frameworks for coordination and co-
operation between concerned parties
to reduce electronic financial fraud.

Mediators push

Continued from Page 1

The U.S. has said it is trying to
evacuate 400 Americans with their
families.

Egypt has said it will not accept an
influx of Palestinian refugees, fearing
Israel will not allow them to return to
Gaza after the war.

Hundreds of thousands of Palestin-
ians remain in the path of the fighting
in northern Gaza, despite Israel’s re-
peated calls for them to evacuate to the
territory’s south, which is also being
bombarded.

Israeli troops appear to be advanc-
ing on Gaza City along three main
routes: from the northeast, from the
northwest along the Mediterranean
coast, and from the south after reach-
ing the territory’s main north-south
highway. Israeli officials have provid-
ed only vague statements about troop
movements.

Airstrikes on Tuesday and Wednes-
day destroyed apartment buildings in
the Jabaliya refugee camp near Gaza
City, but the number of dead and
wounded remained unknown. Israel
said the strikes killed militants and de-
molished Hamas tunnels.

Palestinian militants fired antitank
missiles, set off explosive devices and
hurled grenades at Israeli troops during
an overnight battle, the Israeli military
said Thursday. It said soldiers returned
fire and called in artillery, as well as
strikes. The report could not be inde-
pendently confirmed.

Casualties on both sides are ex-
pected to rise as Israeli troops advance
toward the dense residential neighbor-
hoods of Gaza City. Israeli officials
say Hamas’ military infrastructure,
including tunnels, is concentrated in
the city and accuse Hamas of hiding
among civilians.

At least 9,001 Palestinians have
been killed in the war, mostly women
and minors, and more than 32,000
people have been wounded, the Gaza
Health Ministry said Thursday, with-
out providing a breakdown between
civilians and fighters. The death toll is
without precedent in decades of Israe-
li-Palestinian violence, and is around
four times the figure from the 2014
Gaza war, which lasted over six weeks.

Four Palestinians, including three
teenagers, were shot dead in differ-
ent parts of the occupied West Bank
early Thursday, the Palestinian Health
Ministry said. More than 130 Palestin-
ians have been killed in the West Bank
since the start of the war, mainly in
violent protests and gunbattles during
Israeli arrest raids.
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Putin expected to
'seek’ re-election g WP e

TALLINN, Estonia, Nov 2, (AP): Vladimir Putin ThY - ; = -
isn’t quite the man he used to be - more than a decade T N [ " L &

has passed since the Russian president engaged in
public stunts to boast of his vigor by hugging a polar
bear or riding a horse barechested in the mountains.
The war in Ukraine has further dented that strongman
image.

Putin is still expected to seek another term when
Russia holds presidential elections next March. In
fact, he has pushed through changes in the constitu-
tion to allow him to run for two more six-year terms.

But 71 is an age when death or serious illness are
hardly distant concerns for the man who has ruled
Russia for 24 years. If Putin was not on the ballot for
some reason, it’s not clear who
might take his place.

At the national level, Rus-
sia’s political system is her-
metic. There are no primary
elections where voters can
choose a candidate; political
parties select their own con-
tenders and then present them
to the electorate.

In Putin’s absence, the loy- : = =
alist United Russia party could
put forth a candidate, although
there’s no fixed procedure for
it to choose one. Officially, Putin ran in 2018 as an
independent, a precedent adding uncertainty to how a
replacement could emerge.

He submissively acceded to Putin’s desire to run for
a new term in 2012, serving as prime minister until
2020. He was then appointed to the new position of
deputy head of the national security council.

Although that post was low-visibility and often
seen as a sinecure, Medvedev’s prominence soared
last year when he abandoned his normally mild per-
sona and became one of the most vehement defenders
of the war in Ukraine, vividly denouncing the West.

That posture has appeal for Russian nationalists,
but Medvedev could be tarnished by the perception
he was too accommodating to the United States as
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Putin

People canoe down a flooded Bank Parade in Newry Town, Co Down, Northern Ireland on Oct 31. Flooding was reported in parts of Northern Ireland, with police
cautioning people against travelling due to an amber rain warning. (AP)

Ciaran whips western Europe, blowing record winds in France, leaving mins without power

the Netherlands.

A weather-related death already was confirmed
in France. A truck driver was killed when his vehicle
was hit by a tree in northern France’s inland Aisne
region, Transport Minister Clement Beaune said.

Nearly all coastlines of the French mainland were
under severe weather warnings Thursday morning,

Winds up to 180 kilometers per hour (108 mph)
slammed France’s Atlantic coast overnight as Storm
Ciaran lashed countries around western Europe, up-
rooting trees, blowing out windows and leaving 1.2 mil-
lion French households without electricity Thursday.
Heavy rain associated with the storm pushed
ashore at the southwest tip of England, and the

wind speeds of 108 mph (180 kilometers per hour)
along the Brittany coast. The wind reached up to 96
mph (160 kph) on the Normandy coast and up to 90
mph (150 kph) inland. Waves of almost 33 feet (10
meters) were expected in the country’s northwest-
ern tip.

Local trains were canceled across a swath of

president during the Obama administration’s “reset”
initiative, as well as a high-profile expose alleging
corruption and garishly lavish living.

g Q Q

2 killed in eastern Ukraine: A Russian attack on
Kherson in eastern Ukraine on Wednesday killed one
person and caused serious damage in the city’s center,
the region’s governor said, and a Russian drone strike
killed another civilian in the frequently targeted city
of Nikopol.

The attack on Kherson, which Russian forces seized
early in the war but then abandoned a year ago, also
wounded two people. Despite the withdrawal, Rus-
sian attacks from the other side of the Dnieper River
persist.

“Again an apocalyptic scene,” regional Gov. Olek-
sandr Prokudin said on the Telegram messaging app.
“Broken glass, torn window frames, ruined homes.
People with trembling voices telling about what they
have been through.”

g Q Q

Bulgaria expels Russian journalist: Bulgaria has
expelled a Russian journalist for allegedly engaging
in activities that pose a threat to the country’s national
security, authorities said Wednesday.

The State Agency for National Security said Alex-
ander Gatsak, a correspondent for Russian state-run
newspaper Rossiyskaya Gazeta, was stripped of his
residency rights and barred from entering Bulgaria
and other European Union member nation.

The agency said Gatsak was summoned Sept. 29
to receive the expulsion order at the Interior Ministry
migration office, but he did not show up and instead
took refuge inside the Russian Embassy in Bulgaria’s
capital, Sofia.

The agency said in a statement that it sought the as-
sistance of the Foreign Ministry and the journalist left
Bulgaria on Wednesday. The statement did not elabo-
rate on Gatsak’s alleged activities but said his removal
was carried out in strict compliance with European
democratic norms and values.

g o Qa

Ex-defense min, ex-spy chief cases dropped:
Danish prosecution dismissed Wednesday two sepa-
rate cases against a former defense minister and an
ex-head of the country’s foreign intelligence service
due to the inability to divulge classified information
in court. Both were charged with leaking state secrets,

Last week, Denmark’s highest court ruled that
the two cases which have been shrouded in se-
crecy, should be made public and sessions were to
be closed off whenever sensitive information was
presented.

In a statement, Denmark’s prosecution authority
said that “in the interests of the state’s security, it is
no longer safe to make highly classified information
available in criminal proceedings.” Prosecutor Jakob
Berger Nielsen said in the statement that the legal pro-
cess would have forced “the disclosure of confidential
information.”

a o a

‘Allow asylum-seekers to start working’: The
German government has approved legislation that
would allow asylum-seekers to start working sooner
and a plan to stiffen punishment for people who smug-
gle migrants.

The package backed by the Cabinet on Wednesday,
which still requires parliamentary approval, is the lat-
est in a series of steps taken recently by the govern-
ment as it tries to defuse migration as a major political
problem. The issue was one of several that led to a
poor showing in state elections last month for Chan-
cellor Olaf Scholz’s quarrelsome three-party coalition
and gains for a far-right party.

Last week, ministers approved legislation intended
to ease deportations of unsuccessful asylum-seekers.
On Monday, Scholz will hold a meeting with Ger-
many’s 16 state governors expected to center on re-
sponses to migration.

g Qo Q

New oil leak reported: A ferry that had ran aground
last month off southeastern Sweden and started leak-
ing oil into the Baltic Sea was pulled free on Wednes-
day and anchored nearby, the Swedish Coast Guard
said. During the operation, another oil leak was dis-
covered, which the authorities described as small.

The Marco Polo, operated by the TT-Line of Ger-
many, was operating a route along Sweden’s coast
between the cities of Trelleborg and Karlshamn when
it ran aground on Oct. 22 and started leaking oil. It
continued under its own power, but became stuck a
second time.

UK’s national weather forecaster warned of flood
risks and urged people to take precautions. Dutch
airline KLM scrapped all flights from the early after-
noon until the end of the day, citing the high sus-
tained wind speeds and powerful gusts expected in

from Calais on the English Channel to all the way down
the shores of the Atlantic Ocean to Spain, as well as
much of France’s Mediterranean coast and Corsica,
according to national weather service Météo-France.
The weather service reported record-breaking

western France, and all roads in the Finistere re-
gion of Brittany were closed Thursday morning.
Beaune urged people to avoid driving and to at least
exercise caution when traveling across areas with
weather warnings. (AP)

Donald Trump Jr appears in Su-
preme Court, on Nov 1, 2023, in
New York. Donald Trump’s eld-
est son testified in the New York
civil fraud case that threatens their
company’s future, but a demand for
daughter Ivanka’s testimony is being
challenged. (AP)

Biden

Murdaugh

America

Trump Jr testifies in father’s trial: Don-
ald Trump Jr testified Wednesday that he never
worked on his father’s financial statements, the
documents now at the heart of the civil fraud
trial that threatens former President Donald
Trump’s real estate empire. The ex-president’s
eldest son is an executive vice president of the
family’s Trump Organization and has been a
trustee of a trust set up to hold its assets when
his father was in the White House.

At least one of the annual financial state-
ments bore language saying the trustees “are
responsible” for the document. But Donald
Trump Jr. said he didn’t recall ever working
on any of the financial statements and had
“no specific knowledge” of them. (AP)

a o Q

‘Officer feared for his life’; A police of-
ficer charged with manslaughter and criminally
negligent homicide in the 2019 death of Elijah
McClain testified Wednesday that he put the
23-year-old Black man in a neck hold because
he feared for his life after another officer said
McClain grabbed for one of their guns.

Prosecutors have refuted that McClain
ever tried to grab an officer’s gun, and it
can’t be seen in body camera footage, which
is shaky and dark before all the cameras fall
off during the ensuing struggle. Lawyers for
two other officers tried earlier in McClain’s
death also raised the alleged gun grab as part
of their defense. (AP)

Q a Q

Mayors seek meeting with Biden:
The mayors of Chicago, Denver, Houston,
Los Angeles and New York are pressing to
meet with President Joe Biden about get-

Politics

Johnson signals that Ukraine aid next on GOP agenda

House rejects effort to expel Rep Santos

WASHINGTON, Nov 2, (AP): US Rep
George Santos easily survived a vote
Wednesday to expel him from the House
as most Republicans and 31 Democrats
opted to withhold punishment while
both his criminal trial and a House Ethics
Committee investigation proceed.

The effort to kick Santos out of the
House was led by his fellow New York
Republicans, who are anxious to distance
themselves from a colleague infamous
for fabricating his life story and accused
of stealing from donors, lying to Congress
and receiving unemployment benefits he
did not deserve. But the resolution failed
to gain the required two-thirds vote. Sup-
porters could not even gain a simple ma-
jority, with the final vote being 179 for
expulsion and 213 against.

Investigation

Some Democrats also voiced con-
cerns about getting ahead of the Ethics
Committee, which issued a rare memo
the day before, citing the depth of its
investigation with some 40 witnesses
contacted and the issuance of 37 sub-

LANSING, Mich, Nov 2, (AP): Dem-
ocrats in Michigan have warned the
White House that President Joe
Biden’s handling of the Israel-Ha-
mas conflict could cost him enough
support within the Arab American
community to sway the outcome of
the 2024 election in a state he al-
most certainly can’t afford to lose in
his bid for re-election.

The situation has prompted the
White House to discuss ways to
alleviate tensions with some of
the state’s prominent Democrats,
including several who have been
vocal critics of the president about
the war.

“The message has been relayed.
We've had calls with the White
House. We've had calls with DNC
officials,” said Abraham Aiyash, the

Dems fear that Biden’s war stance
could cost him re-election in Mich

third-ranking Democrat in the state
House of Representatives, refer-
ring to the Democratic National
Committee. “We've been clear in
saying the humanity should matter,
but if that is not a calculation that
you’re going to make in this mo-
ment, recognize that there will be
electoral reverberations to this.”

Michigan was a critical compo-
nent of the so-called blue wall of
states that includes Wisconsin and
Pennsylvania that Biden returned
to the Democratic column, helping
him win the White House in 2020.
Since then, Democrats have felt
more confident about their standing
in Michigan, particularly after Gov
Gretchen Whitmer notched a com-
manding 10-point reelection victory
last year.

poenas. It also said the next steps of the
committee’s investigation would be an-
nounced by Nov17.

“I feel like due process is still alive.
I feel like there’s enough colleagues on
both sides of the aisle here who under-
stand that,” Santos said after the vote.

Congress has rarely resorted to the
most extreme punishment at its dispos-
al. The House has expelled only five
members in its history - three during
the Civil War and two after their con-
victions on public corruption charges.
It would be groundbreaking for the
House to kick out Santos before his
case in federal court is resolved.

Some Republicans, however, said they
had seen enough of Santos. Rep. Steve
Womack, R-Ark., said he believes in due
process, but also thinks Santos misrepre-
sented himself to New York voters and
they never would have elected him if they
had “known the true George Santos.”

Also:
WASHINGTON: New US Speaker

Mike Johnson told Republican sena-
tors Wednesday that a fresh Ukraine
aid package linked to U.S. border
security will come up quickly in the

ting federal help in managing the surge of
migrants they say are arriving in their cities
with little to no coordination, support or re-
sources from his administration.

The Democratic leaders say in a letter ob-
tained by The Associated Press on Wednes-
day that while they appreciate Biden’s ef-
forts so far, much more needs to be done to

Britain’s Kate, the Princess of Wales, meets group members in the Arnos Arms

during a visit to ‘Dadvengers’, a community for dads and their children, in Arnos

Grove, north London on Nov 1, to highlight the important role that Dads play

in their children’s earliest years as part of her Shaping Us campaign on early
childhood. (AP)

House, as soon as lawmakers wrap up
the $14.5 billion Israel aid package
that is heading for passage this week.

Johnson, who has been on the job a
week, made the trip across the Capitol
to speak privately with GOP senators to
outline the agenda ahead. He also said the
House plans to pass a stopgap bill to fund
the government into next year to avoid a
federal shutdown on Nov. 17 when cur-
rent funding runs out.

Later, discussing the Israel aid during
a Fox News event at the Capitol, Johnson
said, “We’re going to get it done.”

ease the burden on their cities.

Migrants are sleeping in police station foyers
in Chicago. In New York, a cruise ship terminal
was turned into a shelter. In Denver, the number
of migrants arriving has increased tenfold and
available space to shelter them has withered.
With fewer available work authorizations, these
migrants cannot find work that would allow
them to get into proper housing. (AP)

g o Q

‘Remove judge from trial’: Attorneys
for convicted murderer Alex Murdaugh
are asking South Carolina’s highest court
to prevent the judge who presided over his
murder trial from playing a role in the next
phase of Murdaugh’s legal odyssey.

Lawyers for the disbarred attorney want
to block Judge Clifton Newman from hear-
ing Murdaugh’s request for a new trial.
They also want the state Supreme Court to
remove Newman from an upcoming case
prosecuting Murdaugh over a string of fi-
nancial crimes that prosecutors say he com-
mitted as his life spiraled out of control in
the years before he killed his wife and son.

Wednesday’s request was part of Mur-
daugh’s appeal of the guilty verdicts and life
sentence from his trial last spring.

His lawyers said elected Colleton County
Clerk of Court Rebecca Hill allegedly tam-
pered with the murder trial jury by asking
jurors their opinions on his guilt or inno-
cence before the trial was over, suggesting
to them she thought he was guilty and pres-
suring them to reach a verdict quickly. (AP)
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Brazil tackles crime

Uruguay’s foreign
minister ‘resigns’

BUENOS AIRES, Argentina, Nov 2, (AP): Uruguay’s
Foreign Minister Francisco Bustillo resigned late
Wednesday, shortly after audio messages were pub-
lished in which he appears to ask a former official to
not hand over evidence in an investigation over a pass-
port issued to an accused drug trafficker.

Bustillo said in a statement that he had submitted
his resignation “to dispel any suspicion that, as an au-
thority figure, I might exert undue influence over third
parties, protected by the privileges of my position.”

He resigned after audios were revealed in which
he appears to call on former deputy Foreign Minister
Carolina Ache to not hand over her phone to investi-
gators.

According to the audios,
Bustillo was trying to make
sure investigators wouldn’t see
conversations Ache had with
another official relating to the
granting of a passport to Sebas-
tian Marset while he was de-
tained in Dubai in 2021. That
official had warned Marset was
a “dangerous” drug trafficker.

Ache, who resigned last
year, testified before prosecu-
tors earlier Wednesday as part
of an investigation into Marset’s passport.

“I was the only politician in this government who re-
signed and went home. And, paradoxically, it was not
because I had done something wrong nor illegal, quite the
opposite. It was because I was not willing to conceal com-
munications from the judiciary and because I refused to
commit a crime,” Ache told journalists after she testified.

Following the release of the audios, leaders of the
opposition called on President Luis Lacalle Pou, who
is in the United States, to dismiss several top officials,
including Bustillo and Interior Minister Luis Alberto
Heber, among others.

Bustillo

Bustillo, who had been foreign minister since July
2020, claims Ache “decontextualized conversations
and acted in bad faith” and insisted there was “noth-
ing illegal” in the passport that was granted to Marset.

Bustillo said he would talk to the media after he
testifies before prosecutors, which he is scheduled to
do Friday.

“I will be available to the media to shed light on the
accuracy of what has been done and on the distorted
narrative that has been presented,” Bustillo said in the
statement he issued Wednesday evening.

Bustillo had previously testified before lawmakers
that granting the passport to Marset involved an “ad-
ministrative procedure” and was not political. He also
alleged ignorance, saying that Marset’s name was not
as well known as it is now.

Authorities say Marset, 32, set up a criminal orga-
nization across Paraguay, Uruguay and Bolivia to ex-
port cocaine to Europe. He is also accused of being the
mastermind behind the murder of Paraguay prosecutor
Marcelo Pecci in Colombia in 2022.

Marset has eluded capture several times, most re-
cently in August, when he was able to skirt an intense
search in Bolivia, where authorities were embarrassed
following revelations that he had been living in the
country for months under a false identity.

Also:

RIO DE JANEIRO: Brazil’s President Luiz Indcio
Lula da Silva said Wednesday he is sending the
armed forces to boost security at some of the coun-
try’s most important airports, ports and international
borders as part of a renewed effort to tackle organized
crime in Latin America’s largest nation.

The decision comes days after members of a crimi-
nal gang set fire to dozens of buses in Rio de Janeiro,
apparently in retaliation for the police slaying their
leader’s nephew.

“We have reached a very serious situation,” Lula
said at a news conference in Brasilia after signing the
decree. “So we have made the decision to have the
federal government participate actively, with all its
potential, to help state governments, and Brazil itself,
to get rid of organized crime.”

Brazil will mobilize 3,600 members of the army, navy
and air force to increase patrols and monitor the interna-
tional airports in Rio and Sao Paulo, as well as two mari-
time ports in Rio and Sao Paulo’s Santos port, the busiest
in Latin America - and a major export hub for cocaine.

The deployment is part of a government’s broader
plan that includes increasing the number of federal
police forces in Rio, improving cooperation between
law enforcement entities and boosting investment in
state-of-the-art technology for intelligence gathering.

State and federal authorities have said in recent
weeks they want to “suffocate” militias by going after
their financial resources.

Rio’s public security problems go back decades, and
any federal crackdown on organized crime needs to be
supported by a far-reaching plan, the fruits of which
might only be seen years from now, according to Rafael
Alcadipani, a public security analyst and professor at the
Getulio Vargas Foundation, a university in Sao Paulo.

g Q Q

MONTGOMERY, Ala: Natalee Holloway’s parents
gathered in a room at an Alabama jail on Oct 3 to
watch the man long-suspected in their daughter’s
2005 disappearance describe how he killed her.

For three hours Joran van der Sloot was ques-
tioned - first by his own attorney and then by FBI
agents - about what happened to Holloway, said Mark
White, an attorney representing Natalee’s father,
Dave Holloway.

“Chilling,” White said of watching and listening to
van der Sloot’s account. “It was listening to a person
who lacks any sort of moral compass.”

Van der Sloot’s admission that he killed Holloway
came as part of a plea deal in a related extortion case
after months of work and was agreed to by her parents
in order to get answers about what happened to their
daughter. The plea deal required van der Sloot to make
a proffer - providing information about what he knew
about the crime - and to let her parents witness the
statement in “real time.”

Van der Sloot then had to take a polygraph exam to
test the truthfulness of his account, according to court
documents.

Natalee Holloway, 18, went missing during a high
school graduation trip to Aruba with classmates. She
was last seen May 30, 2005, leaving a bar with van
der Sloot, a Dutch citizen. The disappearance quickly
became an international story.

Van der Sloot was extradited in June from Peru -
where he was in prison for killing another woman - to
the United States to face trial on federal charges that
he tried to extort money from Holloway’s mother to
reveal the location of her daughter’s body.

A police officer and dog investigate
at the property of Erin Patterson in
Leongatha, Australia, Nov 2. Austral-
ian police have on Thursday arrested
Patterson in an investigation of a sus-
pected mushroom poisoning incident
that left three people dead. (AP)

Africa

Charles meets Kimathi’s family: King
Charles III on Wednesday held a private
meeting with the family of the executed
leader of the Kenyan rebellion against Brit-
ish colonial rule, a day after the monarch
expressed “greatest sorrow and the deepest
regret” for the violence of the colonial era.

The family of Dedan Kimathi, who was
hanged by the British administration, and
relatives of other well-known Kenyan free-
dom fighters didn’t immediately comment -
a change from their past outspoken calls for
an apology and compensation from Britain,
along with any information on the wherea-
bouts of Kimathi’s body.

The British High Commission said only
that the meeting was an “opportunity for
the king to hear firsthand about the violence
committed against Kenyans during their
struggle for independence.” Attendees in-
cluded the chair of the Mau Mau War Vet-
erans Association. (AP)

g a

Extremists kill 37 villagers: Extrem-
ists in northeastern Nigeria killed at least 37
villagers in two different attacks, residents
said Wednesday, highlighting once again
how deadly islamic extremist rebels have
remained in their 14-year insurgency in the
hard-hit region.

The extremists targeted villagers in Yobe
state’s Geidam district on Monday and
Tuesday in the first attack in the state in
more than a year, shooting dead 17 people
at first while using a land mine to kill 20
others who had gone to attend their burial,
witnesses said.

The Boko Haram Islamic extremist group
launched an insurgency in northeastern Ni-
geria in 2009 in an effort to establish their
radical interpretation of Islamic law, or
Sharia, in the region. At least 35,000 people
have been killed and more than 2 million
displaced due to the extremist violence con-
centrated in Borno state, which neighbors
Yobe.

Nigeria’s President Bola Tinubu, who
took office in May, has not succeeded in
ending the nation’s security crises both in
the northeast and in northwest and central
regions where dozens of armed groups have
been killing villagers and kidnapping travel-
ers for ransom. (AP)

g a

Extremist group commander held: A
Ugandan military spokesperson says troops
have captured a commander of an extremist
group whose fighters are accused of killing
two tourists last month.

Col Deo Akiiki said Wednesday that a
senior commander with the Allied Demo-
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Russian President Vladimir Putin (second left in front), and North Korea’s leader Kim Jong Un (second right in front), examine a rocket assembly hangar during their

meeting at the Vostochny cosmodrome outside the city of Tsiolkovsky, about 200 kilometers (125 miles) from the city of Blagoveshchensk in the far eastern Amur

region, Russia on Sept 13. North Korea has likely supplied several types of missiles to Russia to support its war in Ukraine, along with its widely reported shipments
of ammunition and shells, South Korea’s military said Nov 2. Russian Federal Space Corporation Roscosmos CEO Yuri Borisov is on the left. (AP)

Asia

I’

Former Chinese premier Li Kegiang laid to rest

NKorea likely sent missiles to Russia: Seoul

SEOUL, South Korea, Nov 2, (AP):
North Korea has likely supplied sev-
eral types of missiles to Russia to sup-
port its war in Ukraine, along with its
widely reported shipments of ammuni-
tion and shells, South Korea’s military
said Thursday.

In a background briefing for local
journalists, South Korea’s military
said that North Korea is suspected
of sending an unspecified number of
short-range ballistic missiles, anti-tank
missiles and portable anti-air missiles
to Russia, in addition to rifles, rocket
launchers, mortars and shells.

The contents of the briefing were
shared with The Associated Press.

North Korea has been pushing to ex-
pand cooperation with Russia and China
in the face of protracted security tensions
with the United States and pandemic-
caused domestic hardships. In an ap-
parent sign of its economic troubles, the
country is moving to close some of its
overseas diplomatic missions.

Last week, South Korea, the US and
Japan strongly condemned North Ko-
rea’s alleged supplying of munitions
and military equipment to Russia, say-
ing such weapons shipments sharply in-
creased the human toll of Russia’s war in
Ukraine. Any weapons trade with North
Korea would be a violation of multiple
UN Security Council resolutions that
Russia, a permanent U.N. Security Coun-
cil member, previously endorsed.

Both Russia and North Korea dis-
missed the weapons shipment accusa-
tions as baseless.

Traveled

Outside speculation about North
Korean arms shipments flared after
North Korean leader Kim Jong Un
traveled to Russia in September to
meet President Vladimir Putin and
visit key military facilities. The US
and its allies accused North Korea of
seeking high-tech Russian technolo-
gies to modernize its arsenal of nuclear
weapons and missiles in return for its
shipments of conventional arms.

In a private briefing with lawmakers
Wednesday, the National Intelligence
Service - South Korea’s main spy agen-
cy - said that more than a million North
Korean artillery shells have been sent to
Russia since August via ships and trans-
port planes. The NIS said the deliveries
roughly amounted to two months’ worth
of shells for the Russians, according to
lawmaker Yoo Sang-bum, who attended

cratic Forces, a rebel whose nom de guerre
is Njovu, was in military custody.

Njovu was captured during an exchange
of fire on Lake Edward on Uganda’s border

the NIS briefing.

The NIS assessed that North Korea
has been operating its munitions fac-
tories at full capacity to meet Russian
munition demands and has also been
mobilizing residents to increase pro-
duction.

The NIS said North Korea, for its
part, is likely receiving Russian tech-
nological assistance over its plan to
launch its first military spy satellite
into space. North Korea’s two recent
attempts to launch a spy satellite ended
in failure due to technical issues. The
North failed to follow through with its
vow to make a third launch attempt in
October, without giving any reasons.

South Korea’s military said North
Korea also seeks to receive nuclear-
related technologies, fighter jets or
related aircraft equipment and assis-
tance on the establishment of anti-air
defense networks from Russia.

North Korea is currently focusing
on enlarging its nuclear arsenal while
refusing to return to talks with the US
and South Korea. The country’s econ-
omy is reeling from major setbacks
caused by draconian curbs imposed
during the coronavirus pandemic and
stringent US-led sanctions.

Also:

HEFEI, China: Hundreds, possi-
bly thousands, of people gathered
Thursday near a state funeral home
in Beijing as China’s former second-
ranking leader, Li Keqiang, was put to
rest, while a steady stream of mourn-
ers showed their respects at the ex-
premier’s childhood home in central
China.

Li, who was China’s top economic
official for a decade, died last Friday
of a heart attack at age 68.

“The remains of Comrade Li Keq-
iang ... were cremated at the Babaoshan
Revolutionary Cemetery in Beijing on
Thursday,” the official Xinhua News
Agency reported.

State broadcaster CCTV showed
President Xi Jinping accompanied by
his wife, Peng Liyuan, bowing before
Li’s body, which was surrounded by
greenery and covered with a Commu-
nist Party flag.

Xi was followed by the other six
members of the all-powerful Politburo
Standing Committee.

“Li was extolled as an excellent
(Communist Party) member, a time-
tested and loyal Communist soldier

with Congo. An unknown number of rebels
drowned or were shot in the fighting Tues-
day night, according to Akiiki.

Njovu has been in charge of operations
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Britain’s King Charles Il (right), presents veteran Samwel Nthigai Mburia with

replacement medals, during a visit to Kariokor World War 1l Commonwealth

Cemetery in Nairobi, Kenya on Nov 1. King Charles Il has visited a war cem-

etery in Kenya, laying a wreath in honor of Kenyans who fought alongside the

British in the two world wars. It came a day after the British monarch expressed

‘greatest sorrow and the deepest regret’ for the violence of the colonial era. He
gave replacement medals to four war veterans. (AP)

and an outstanding proletarian revo-
lutionist, statesman and leader of the
party and the state,” Xinhua said, re-
peating the language it had used earlier
in his brief obituary.

Li was an advocate of private busi-
ness who promised market-oriented re-
forms, and helped navigate the world’s
second-largest economy through chal-
lenges such as rising tensions with
the United States and the COVID-19
pandemic. But he was left with little
authority after Xi made himself the
most powerful Chinese leader in de-
cades by eliminating presidential term
limits and tightening control over the
economy and society.

In front of the funeral home, plain-
clothes and uniformed police lined
the roadway for hundreds of meters
(yards), blocking traffic and telling
people to move along. Police also
moved people away from a subway
station near the cemetery, where state
funerals are held and many top leaders
are buried.

Q o Q
CANBERRA, Australia: The host of

a weekend family lunch at her Austra-
lian country home was charged with
murdering three guests with poisonous
mushrooms and attempting to murder
a fourth who was left fighting for life,
police said on Thursday.

Police arrested Erin Patterson, 49,
earlier Thursday at her home in Leon-
gatha in Victoria state where her for-
mer husband’s parents Gail and Don
Patterson, both aged 70, Gail Patter-
son’s sister Heather Wilkinson, 66,
and her husband Ian Wilkinson, 68,
were invited for lunch on July 29.

All four guests were hospitalized
the next day and only Ian Wilkinson
survived.

Erin Patterson was also charged
with three counts of attempting to mur-
der her former husband Simon Patter-
son, 48, who became ill after eating
three meals in 2021 and 2022, a police
statement said.

He did not attend the July lunch with
his parents, who both died.

Erin Patterson will remain in police
custody until she appears in a local
court on Friday, when she can poten-
tially apply to be released on bail. Bail
for murder is usually a decision re-
ferred to a higher court.

She has publicly denied any wrong-
doing.

such as the murder in October of a South
African tourist and her British husband
while they were honeymooning in remote
Queen Elizabeth National Park. Their
Ugandan guide also was killed and their ve-
hicle set on fire.

The ADF has ties to the Islamic State
group. Following the attack on the tourists,
Ugandan President Yoweri Museveni urged
security agencies to ensure the group “is
wiped out.” (AP)

g a Q

Chad permits Masra to return: Chad’s
military government has agreed to allow the
return of opposition leader Succes Masra,
who fled the country last year amid a politi-
cal clampdown, the Congolese presidency
announced Tuesday.

Abderaman Koulamallah, the Chadian
minister of reconciliation, signed an agree-
ment on Monday with Masra’s political
party that allows the exiled politician and
other opposition figures to return, accord-
ing to a statement read on state television
by Congo’s presidential spokeswoman Tina
Salama.

Masra, the president of The Transformers
opposition party, fled Chad in October last
year after the military government suspend-
ed his party and six others in a clampdown
on protests against interim leader Mahamat
Idriss Deby’s decision to extend his time
in power by two more years. More than 60
people were killed in the protests, which the
government condemned as “an attempted
coup.” (AP)
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Top & above: Photos during the celebration of the Korean National Foundation Day.

Korean envoy highlights valuable exchange of development experiences with Kuwait

Photos by Mohammad Morsi

Embassy of Korea celebrates National Foundation Day

KUWAIT CITY, Nov 2: The Embassy of the Republic of Korea celebrated the
Korean National Foundation Day which falls on October 3 and the Armed Forces
Day on October 1 at the embassy premises.

His Excellency Chung Byung-ha, the Ambassador of the Republic of Korea in
Kuwait took this occasion to shed light on the establishment of Korea’s diplomatic
relations with Kuwait saying, it “goes back to 1979. Even before it, a Korean
company named Daerim Construction broke ground on its first project here in
1975 which was only after the Korean trade representative office had been set up
here in 1972 and added, Kuwait is the first country from which Korea imported
crude oil in 1964.

Chronology

“So, next year will mark 60th anniversary of our bilateral energy coop-
eration. Through this a little bit of chronology, it is interesting to know that
economy came first, followed by diplomacy, and oil flew first, followed by
construction workers. But ever since then, our two countries have been de-
veloping comprehensive and multi-dimentional relations which have already
become strategic on the ground.

“Our trade volume reached around $13 billion last year which means Kuwait
is the 6th largest exporter to Korea. Moreover, 100 million barrels of oil has been
flowing to Korea every year, making Kuwait the 3rd largest oil suppler to Korea.
We are supporting each other in regional and global issues. Increasing number
of Kuwaitis are visiting Korea, and Korean dramas and films are growing more

H.E. Chung Byung-ha, the Ambassador of the Republic of Korea to Kuwait.

popular in Kuwait.
“For all the numbers, size, and volumes, I believe the overarching visions and

underlying values we share are of much more importance. That is why I want to
stress that our two nations are sharing the values of freedom, peace and prosperity
based on unwavering mutual trust and strong partnership. Rising from the ashes
of war, Korea and Kuwait have successfully demonstrated the power of resilience
and the strength of collective will for better life.”

The Korean envoy went on to says, his country has been sharing experienc-
es of national development with Kuwaiti friends. “Of course we have learned
a lot through that process, for Kuwait’s today is not given but earned,” he
added.

Last September, Prime Minister Han Duck-soo and HH the Crown Prince
Sheikh Mishaal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah met and discussed the way to ex-
pand the areas of bilateral cooperation, ensuring Korea continues to be an essential
partner in realizing the Kuwait vision 2035.

Korea has already been deeply involved in translating the vision 2035 into real-
ity through the construction of many symbolic and strategic infrastructures. But
more importantly, Korea dreams of being an essential partner of Kuwait beyond
2035. “To do this, we must further deepen our mutual understanding, particularly
among young people,” he added.

The event was graced by HE Ambassador Sameeh Johar Hayat, the Assistant
Minister of Foreign Affairs for Asia Affairs, who was the Guest of Honor and
Brigadier-General Faisal Dashti, Director of Joint Education of the Ministry of
Defense in addition to members of diplomatic corps, distinguished personalities
and friends of Korea.

Making valuable contribution to noble cause

20 customers winning cash prizes worth KD1,500 each

KFH announces winners of Al-Rabeh draw

ASSP carries out annual blood donation campaign

KUWAIT CITY, Nov 2: The American Society of
Safety Professionals (ASSP) hosted a blood dona-
tion drive at the Adan Blood Transfusion Center on
October 20, 2023, between 13:00 and 16:00 hours.
The ASSP Outreach committee carries out an an-
nual blood donation campaign as part of its broader
outreach committee program. This year’s event was
a collaborative effort with EFS Services Company,
with active participation from EFS employees, in-
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cluding Mr. Wael Abed, AGM Operations, and Mr.
Roopan Rajendran, HSEQ Officer, as part of their
social responsibility initiative.

The campaign was formally inaugurated by
Mr. Samiullah Pathan Kan, Deputy Head of the
Outreach and Government Affairs Committee of
ASSP. Over 35 donors from both EFS and ASSP
came forward to donate their blood, making a
valuable contribution to this noble cause. To rec-

ognize their generosity and selflessness, donors
were awarded appreciation certificates and pro-
vided with refreshments.

Mr. Abul Efham, Vice President of ASSP, ex-
pressed his gratitude to the Adan Blood Bank staff,
blood donors, and Outreach committee members in
a vote of thanks. The event was coordinated by Mr.
Balvant Singh, Head of the Outreach and Govern-
ment Affairs Committee.

L e gl
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Photos during the American Society of Safety Professionals (ASSP) blood donation drive

at the Adan Blood Transfusion Center.

KUWAIT CITY, Nov 2: Kuwait Finance
House (KFH) announced the winners of
the AlRabeh draw with 20 customers win-
ning cash prizes worth KD1,500 each for
the 40th and 41st weeks of 2023, addition-
ally, KFH announced Yousef Al-Omran as
the monthly winner of 1 kilo Gram of KFH
Gold for the month of September 2023 and
the bank also announced Waleed Al-Shatti
as the winner of the 3rd quarter draw of a
prize worth 25,000 K.D.

The winners of KD 1,500 are: Moham-
mad Al-Atia, Ahmad Al-Qattan, Fajer
Motlaq, Budour Jemaa, Adel Abdelhafez,
Saqib Anwar, Ahmed Abdelgelil, Dalal
Al-Saddah, Leyanah Al-Mutairi, Essa Bin
Essa, Abeer Ahmad, Saad Al-Azmi, Abdul-
lah Al-Ajmi, Mubarak Al-Dousari, Kamel
Tamzini, Ali Al-Harbi, Aliaa Al-Asfar,
Saad Al-Azmi, Mohammad Al-Kandari,
Najd Al-Qahtani.

The AlRabeh campaign provides prizes
and draws that offer customers several
chances of winning “weekly, monthly and
quarterly”. The campaign crowns 536 win-
ners throughout the year.

The draw took place under the supervi-
sion of a representative from the Ministry
of Commerce and Industry.

The campaign is part of KFH’s ongoing
efforts to offer exceptional products and
services that meet customers’ aspirations,
enhance the Bank’s leadership in the local
and global markets, as well as reflect its ex-
cellence in offering innovative banking so-
lutions as per the highest quality standards.

The Al-Rabeh account is a salary ac-
count available to customers wishing to
transfer their salaries and manage their
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personal accounts. Customers can open
Al-Rabeh account in any of KFH branch-
es in Kuwait, or through the Bank’s on-
line channels. The account can be opened
in the Kuwaiti Dinar and is targeted for
customers wishing to transfer their sala-
ries and manage their personal accounts.
Salary transfer is a prerequisite for cus-
tomers to enter the draw provided that
the transfer of salary to Al-Rabeh ac-
count is constant.

Regarding the terms and conditions of
the prizes and draws, a customer is able to
deposit 3 salaries during the 3 months prior
to the draw, and the minimum balance of
the account should not be less than KD
50 at the end of each month during the 3
months prior to the draw. Ten draws take
place on a weekly basis for amount of K.D
1,500 for 10 winners each, 1 KG of KFH
gold will be drawn monthly for one winner
and K.D 25,000 for one winner every quar-
ter, reaching a total number of 536 winners
during the year.



The price of Kuwait oil went
down USD 2.08 to USD
89.31 per barrel on Wednes-
day, compared to USD 91.34
Tuesday, said Kuwait Petro-
leum Corporation (KPC) on
Thursday.

The price of the Brent crude
went down by 39 cents to USD
84.63 per barrel, while the
price of the West Texas Inter-
mediate went up by 58 cents
to USD 80.44 pb. (KUNA)

Market Movements

The Saudi Fund for Development (SFD)
Chief Executive Officer, H.E. Sultan Al-
Marshad, signed on Wednesday, a new
development loan agreement marking the
Fund’s first presence in the country, worth
USD $100 million with the Province Gover-
nor of Cérdoba, H.E. Juan Schiaretti and
the Province Governor of Santa Fe, H.E.
Omar Perotti, to help fund the Interprovin-
cial Aqueduct Santa Fe - Cérdoba Project
(Phase 1, Block B-C) in Argentina, through
SFD. The signing ceremony took place at
the SFD headquarters in Riyadh, Saudi

Saudi Fund signs $100 min loan agreement to support Argentina water sector

Arabia.

development.
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It was attended by the Minister of Public
Works of the Province of Cérdoba, Mr. Ri-
cardo Sosa; Minster of Public Services of
the Province of Cérdoba, Mr. Fabian Lopez;
Minister of Economy of the Province of
Santa Fe, Mr. Walter August; and by official
representatives from both parties.

This agreement will boost Argentina’s
economy by supporting potable water de-
velopment in Santa Fe and Coérdoba, cre-
ating jobs, and advancing socio-economic

Importantly, this project also supports
the realization of the UN SDGs, specifically
SDG 3, Good Health and Wellbeing, and
SDG 6, Clean Water and Sanitation.

Phase 1 of the project will develop from
Coronda to San Francisco, providing more
than 410,000 people with access to safe
water and fostering development in Santa
Fe and Cérdoba.

On this occasion, the Province Governor
of Cérdoba, H.E. Juan Schiaretti, said, “It
is a great honor to sign this $100 million
aqueduct agreement, benefiting Santa Fe

and Cordoba, and forging the first eco-
nomic development corporation between
the SFD and Argentina.”

The Province Governor of Santa Fe,
H.E. Omar Perotti, stated, “Today, Argen-
tina and SFD collaborate to build an ag-
ueduct that will change lives for the better,
marking a historic step towards long-last-

ing development.”

On his part, the CEO of SFD, H.E Sultan
Al-Marshad, said: “Safe water, sanitation,
and hygiene are essential for health and
well-being. (BUSINESS WIRE)

The Conversation

‘Humans are no longer the only entities using human language’

Al-powered businesses pave way for legal compliance of ‘artificial entities’

Boursa Kuwait sees huge
monthly decline in a year

GCC markets slip as Gaza conflict continues

By Daniel Gervais, Vanderbilt University and John

Nay, Stanford University
The Conversation is an independent and nonprofit
source of news, analysis and commentary from aca-
demic experts.
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Only “persons” can engage with the legal system - for
example, by signing contracts or filing lawsuits. There
are two main categories of persons: humans, termed “natural
persons,” and creations of the law, termed “artificial per-
sons.” These include corporations, nonprofit organizations
and limited liability companies (LLCs).

Up to now, artificial persons have served the purpose of
helping humans achieve certain goals. For example, people
can pool assets in a corporation and limit their liability vis-a-
vis customers or other persons who interact with the corpo-
ration. But a new type of artificial person is poised to enter
the scene - artificial intelligence systems, and they won’t
necessarily serve human interests.

As scholars who study Al and law we believe that this
moment presents a significant challenge to the legal system:
how to regulate Al within existing legal frameworks to re-
duce undesirable behaviors, and how to assign legal respon-
sibility for autonomous actions of Als.

One solution is teaching AlSs to be law-abiding entities.

This is far from a philosophical question. The laws govern-
ing LLCs in several U.S. states do not require that humans
oversee the operations of an LLC. In fact, in some states it is
possible to have an LLC with no human owner, or “member”
- for example, in cases where all of the partners have died.
Though legislators probably weren’t thinking of Al when they
crafted the LLC laws, the possibility for zero-member LLCs
opens the door to creating LLCs operated by Als.

Many functions inside small and large companies have
already been delegated to Al in part, including financial
operations, human resources and network management, to
name just three. Als can now perform many tasks as well as
humans do. For example, Als can read medical X-rays and
do other medical tasks, and carry out tasks that require legal
reasoning. This process is likely to accelerate due to innova-
tion and economic interests.

Humans have occasionally included nonhuman entities
like animals, lakes and rivers, as well as corporations, as le-
gal subjects. Though in some cases these entities can be held
liable for their actions, the law only allows humans to fully
participate in the legal system.

One major barrier to full access to the legal system by
nonhuman entities has been the role of language as a unique-
ly human invention and a vital element in the legal system.
Language enables humans to understand norms and institu-
tions that constitute the legal framework. But humans are no
longer the only entities using human language.

The recent development of AI’s ability to understand hu-
man language unlocks its potential to interact with the legal
system. Al has demonstrated proficiency in various legal
tasks, such as tax law advice, lobbying, contract drafting and
legal reasoning.

An LLC established in a jurisdiction that allows it to oper-
ate without human members could trade in digital currencies
settled on blockchains, allowing the Al running the LLC to
operate autonomously and in a decentralized manner that
makes it challenging to regulate. Under a legal principle

Would you do business with an Al that didn’t know the
law?

known as the internal affairs doctrine, even if only one U.S.
state allowed Al-operated LLCs, that entity could operate
nationwide - and possibly worldwide. This is because courts
look to the law of the state of incorporation for rules govern-
ing the internal affairs of a corporate entity.

We believe the best path forward, therefore, is aligning Al
with existing laws, instead of creating a separate set of rules
for Al. Additional law can be layered on top for artificial
agents, but Al should be subject to at least all the laws a hu-
man is subject to.

We suggest a research direction of integrating law into Al
agents to help ensure adherence to legal standards. Research-
ers could train Al systems to learn methods for internalizing
the spirit of the law. The training would use data generated
by legal processes and tools of law, including methods of
lawmaking, statutory interpretation, contract drafting, appli-
cations of legal standards and legal reasoning.

In addition to embedding law into Al agents, researchers
can develop Al compliance agents - Als designed to help an
organization automatically follow the law. These specialized
Al systems would provide third-party legal guardrails.

Researchers can develop better Al legal compliance by
fine-tuning large language models with supervised learning
on labeled legal task completions. Another approach is re-
inforcement learning, which uses feedback to tell an Al if
it’s doing a good or bad job - in this case, attorneys interact-
ing with language models. And legal experts could design
prompting schemes - ways of interacting with a language
model - to elicit better responses from language models that
are more consistent with legal standards.

If an LLC were operated by an Al it would have to obey
the law like any other LLC, and courts could order it to pay
damages, or stop doing something by issuing an injunction.
An Al tasked with operating the LLC and, among other
things, maintaining proper business insurance would have an
incentive to understand applicable laws and comply. Having
minimum business liability insurance policies is a standard
requirement that most businesses impose on one another to
engage in commercial relationships.

The incentives to establish Al-operated LLCs are there. For-
tunately, we believe it is possible and desirable to do the work
to embed the law - what has until now been human law - into
Al and Al-powered automated compliance guardrails. (AP)

Consumer spending surges 0.4% in Sept

US consumer confidence index fell to 102.6

WASHINGTON, Nov 2, (AP): Ameri-
can consumers are feeling increasingly
less confident these days as fears of an
oncoming recession remain elevated.

The Conference Board, a business
research group, said Tuesday that its
consumer confidence index fell to
102.6 from 104.3 in September.

The index measures both Ameri-
cans’ assessment of current economic
conditions and their outlook for the
next six months.

The index measuring Americans
short-term outlook for income, busi-
ness and job market declined again,
to 75.6 in October from 76.4 in Sep-
tember. Readings below 80 for future
expectations historically signal a re-
cession within a year.

“The continued skepticism about the
future is notable given U.S. consumers
- at least through the third quarter of
this year - continued to spend heavily
on both goods and services,” said Dana
Peterson, chief economist at The Con-
ference Board.

Spending by consumers rose by a
brisk 0.4% in September - even af-
ter adjusting for inflation and even as
Americans face ever-higher borrowing
costs. However, economists warn that
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An employee works on a solar panel inside the Hanwha Qcells Solar plant
on Oct 16, 2023, in Dalton, Ga. On Wednesday, the Labor Department
reported on job openings and labor turnover for September. (AP)

US sees modest increase in job
openings, reaching $ 9.6 million

such strong spending isn’t likely to
continue in the coming months, which
would be bad news for businesses as
the holiday shopping season ramps up.

Consumer spending accounts for
around 70% of U.S. economic activ-
ity, so economists pay close attention to
the mood of consumers to gauge how it
may affect the broader economy.

Though they continue to spend, in-
flation, geopolitical conflicts and infla-
tion remain at the forefront of Ameri-
can consumers’ minds.

Confidence improved late in the
spring as inflation eased in the face of
11 interest-rate hikes by the Federal
Reserve. But the recent downturn re-
flects consumer anxiety over spending
on non-essential goods, particularly if
they have to put it on a high-interest
rate credit card.

Consumers’ view of current con-
ditions also fell this month, to 143.1
from 146.2 in September.

WASHINGTON, Nov 2, (AP): Employ-
ers posted 9.6 million job openings in
September, up from 9.5 million in Au-
gust and a sign that the U.S. job market
remains strong even as the U.S. Federal
Reserve attempts to cool the economy.

Layoffs fell, and the number of
Americans quitting their jobs - a sign
of confidence they can find better pay
elsewhere - was virtually unchanged.

The September openings are down
from a record 12 million in March 2022
but remain high by historical standards.
Before 2021 - when the American econ-
omy began to surge from the COVID-19
pandemic - monthly job openings had
never topped 8 million. Unemployment
was 3.8% in September, just a couple of
ticks above a half century low.

The Federal Reserve’s inflation fight-
ers would like to see the job market cool.
They worry that strong hiring pressures
employers into raising wages - and try-

ing to pass the higher costs along with
price increases that feed inflation.

The Fed has raised its benchmark
interest rate 11 times since March
2022 in an effort to contain inflation
that hit a four-decade high in 2022. In
September, consumer prices were up
3.7% from a year earlier, down from
a peak 9.1% in June last year but still
above the Fed’s 2% target.

The combination of sturdy hiring,
healthy economic growth and deceler-
ating inflation has raised hopes the Fed
can pull off a so-called soft landing -
raising rates just enough contain price
increases without tipping the economy
into recession.

The central bank is expected to an-
nounce later Wednesday that it will
leave its benchmark rate unchanged
for the second straight meeting as it
waits to assess the fallout from its ear-
lier rate hikes.

KUWAIT CITY, Nov 2: A
recent report from Kamco
Invest reveals that, due
to the ongoing conflict in
Gaza, the Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC) stock mar-
kets experienced a third
consecutive month of de-
cline in October. This pro-
longed instability prompted
investors to reduce their ac-
tivities in the region, result-
ing in foreign investors be-
coming net sellers in GCC
stock exchanges. This trend
reflects concerns about the
potential spread of geopo-
litical instability through-
out the region, reports Al-
Seyassah daily.

The decline in stock perfor-
mance affected all GCC countries,
causing all markets to enter the
red zone during the same month.
Qatar was the most severely im-
pacted, with a monthly loss of
7.1 percent, followed by Dubai
and Kuwait, which saw declines
of 6.9 percent and 5.2 percent, re-
spectively. The negative trend also
affected the Morgan Stanley Gulf
Index, which experienced a 4.4
percent decline during the month,

marking its most significant drop
in eight months. Consequently, the
index has entered the red zone for
the year-to-date, with a 7.2 per-
cent loss and declines in four out
of seven stock exchanges. Mean-
while, Dubai, Bahrain, and Saudi
Arabia have managed to maintain
positive performances since the
beginning of the year, while Qatar
and Kuwait have suffered double-
digit losses.

The Kuwait Stock Exchange re-
corded its most substantial monthly
decline since October 2022, primar-
ily influenced by the widespread
downturn that affected most sectors
globally and regionally. In terms of
market indicators, the Main Market
Index 50 led the decline with a 7.6
percent drop, reflecting a downturn
in the constituent stocks. The Pre-
mier Market Index and the General
Market Index both experienced a
monthly decrease of 5.0 percent and
5.2 percent, respectively, while the
Main Market Index declined by 5.6
percent during the month.

Regarding year-to-date  perfor-
mance in 2023, all Kuwaiti stock
market indices ended the month in
the red. The Premier Market Index
decreased by 12.0 percent, the Gen-
eral Market Index fell by 10.4 per-
cent, and the Kuwaiti Market Index
dropped by 12.0 percent. In contrast,
the Main 50 and the Main Market In-
dex increased by 7.7 percent and 3.6

percent, respectively.

Looking at sectoral performance
across GCC countries, nearly all
sector indices were in the red dur-
ing October 2023, with the excep-
tion of the healthcare sector index.
The pharmaceutical index suffered
the most significant loss at 15.9
percent, followed by double-digit
declines in the long-term goods and
real estate sector indices, which re-
corded losses of 13.6 percent and
10.1 percent, respectively. The de-
cline in the Gulf real estate sector
index reflects the challenges faced
by major regional stocks, as rising
interest rates affected credit fa-
cilities for the sector in addition to
geopolitical issues.

On the global stage, almost all
major stock markets experienced a
decline, primarily due to the hawk-
ish stance adopted by central banks,
which signaled higher long-term in-
terest rates that could impact global
economic growth. The MSCI World
Index declined for the third consecu-
tive month, falling by 3.0 percent
in October 2023, indicating a wide-
spread decline across the world’s
markets.

In terms of monthly stock perfor-
mance, Rasiyat Holding Company
showed the most significant gains
with a 16.3 percent increase, fol-
lowed by Unicap Investment and
Finance and Sokouk Holding, which
saw gains of 15.7 percent and 13.6
percent, respectively.

Brokerages to pay almost $1.8 bin in damages

Real-estate industry facing blows to traditional

rules setting agent com

LOS ANGELES, Nov 2, (AP): A series
of court challenges seek to upend long-
standing real estate industry practices
that determine the commissions agents
receive on the sale of a home - and who
foots the bill.

A federal jury in one of those cases on
Tuesday ordered the National Associa-
tion of Realtors along with some of the
nation’s biggest real estate brokerages
to pay almost $1.8 billion in damages,
after finding they artificially inflated
commissions paid to real estate agents.

The class-action lawsuit was filed in
2019 on behalf of 500,000 home sell-
ers in Missouri and some border towns.
The verdict stated that the defendants
“conspired to require home sellers to
pay the broker representing the buyer
of their homes in violation of federal
antitrust law.”

If treble damages - which allows
plaintiffs to potentially receive up to
three times actual or compensatory dam-
ages - are awarded, then the defendants
may have to pay more than $5 billion.

“This matter is not close to being fi-
nal as we will appeal the jury’s verdict,”
Mantill Williams, a spokesman for the
NAR, said in a statement. “In the inter-
im, we will ask the court to reduce the
damages awarded by the jury.”

Williams said it will likely be several
years before the case is resolved.

But already the NAR and several
real estate brokerages are facing an-
other lawsuit over agent commission
rules. Fresh off winning the verdict in
the 2019 case, the lawyers filed a new
class-action lawsuit in the U.S. Dis-
trict Court for the Western District of
Missouri that seeks class-action status
covering anyone in the U.S. who sold a
home in the last five years. It names the
trade association and seven brokerage
companies, including Redfin Corp.,
Weichert Realtors and Compass Inc.

“What’s at issue nationwide is cost-
ing Americans about $60 billion in
extra real estate commissions,” said
Michael Ketchmark, one of the attor-
neys representing the plaintiffs in the
lawsuits.

The focus of the lawsuits is an NAR
rule that requires that home sellers of-
fer to pay the commission for the agent
representing the homebuyer when they
advertise their property on a local Multi-

Mmissions on home sales
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Homes in Middlesex Township, Pa., are shown on Apr. 19, 2023. A case in

federal court in Missouri ended Tuesday with a jury ordering the National

Association of Realtors and some of the nation’s biggest real estate broker-

ages to pay almost $1.8 billion in damages after finding that they artificially
inflated commissions paid to real estate agents. (AP)

ple Listings Service, where a majority of
U.S. homes are listed for sale. This is in
addition to also having to cover the com-
mission for their listing agent or broker.

The NAR’s rules also prohibit a
buyer’s agent from making home pur-
chase offers contingent on the reduc-
tion of their commission, according to
the complaint.

“Defendants’ conspiracy forces home
sellers to pay a cost that, in a competi-
tive market and were it not for defend-
ants’ anticompetitive restraint, would be
paid by the buyer,” the plaintiffs argued
in the lawsuit filed Tuesday.

Plaintiffs also claim that the NAR
requirement effectively keeps commis-
sions for a homebuyer’s agent artifi-
cially high.

If NAR’s “Mandatory Offer of Com-
pensation Rule” were not in place, then
homebuyers would foot the bill for
their agent’s commission, which would
open the door for competition - and
lower commissions - among agents
vying to represent a homebuyer, the
plaintiffs contend.

The NAR argues that the practice of
listing brokers making offers of com-
pensation to buyer brokers is best for
consumers.

“It gives the greatest number of
buyers a chance to afford a home and
professional representation, while also
giving sellers access to the greatest
number of buyers,” Williams said.

The NAR spokesman also noted that
the trade association’s policies have
always required that an offer of agent
compensation be made without speci-
fying an amount, adding that it could
be as little as $1 or even a penny.

In July, the independent Bright
MLS, which covers some states in the
eastern part of the country, changed the
rules so that it’s OK for a home listed
in that region’s MLS to not include an
offer of agent compensation at all. That
still falls within NAR’s guidelines.

“In addition, regardless of the offer,
those offers are always negotiable,”
Williams said.

As home prices have soared in re-
cent years, pushing the national median
sales price to $394,300 as of Septem-
ber, so have agents’ commissions.

“Today, what effectively happens
is the buyer agent’s commissions are
added to the sale price of the house,
inflating the sale price,” said Stephen
Brobeck, senior fellow at the Consum-
er Federation of America.
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Kenya is raising passenger fares on Chinese-built train

Kenya announced Wednesday
a sharp increase in passenger
fares on the Chinese-built Stand-
ard Gauge Railway as the coun-
try struggles with repaying loans
owed to Beijing and others along
with higher fuel prices.
State-owned Kenya Railways
said in a statement that the
470-kilometer (290-mile) journey
between the port city of Mom-
basa and the capital, Nairobi, will
cost around $30 in first class, up

from $19, and $10 in economy,
up from $6.

Kenya Railways cited the
global rise in fuel prices: “This
increase is informed by chang-
es in the energy and petroleum
sector, where prices of fuel
have significantly increased,
thus affecting the cost of our
operations.”

Wednesday’s announcement
came days after Kenya’s central
bank governor, Kamau Thugge,

said the Kenyan shilling had
for years been overvalued by
25%, which “ led the country to
maintain an artificially strong ex-
change rate.”

Two weeks ago President Wil-
liam Ruto was in China, where
he sought a $1 billion loan to fin-
ish stalled infrastructure projects
despite Kenya’s overall debts at
a record $70 billion.

The new train fares come into
effect on Jan. 1, 2024. (AP)

decline in sales of COVID-19 products clips revenue at Pfizer

Pfizer lost more than $2 billion in
the third quarter as an expected
COVID-19 product sales decline
clipped revenue.

Sales of the drugmaker’s
COVID treatment Paxlovid
and the vaccine Comirnaty slid
97% and 70%, respectively,
as Pfizer, like its competitors,
switched to selling on the com-
mercial market instead of to
governments.

Both the company and ana-

lysts who follow it expected
revenue from those key prod-
ucts to tumble this year before
eventually rebounding as com-
mercial sales take hold. But two
weeks ago, Pfizer Inc. warned
that sales of its COVID-19
drugs were weaker than it had
expected, and it cut its annual
Ir.evenue expectations by $9 bil-
ion.

Falling sales of both Paxlovid
and Comirnaty also trimmed

sales in the second quarter, but
Pfizer said in August that it ex-
pected a rebound in the second
half of 2023.

In the third quarter, the drug-
maker booked a non-cash, $5.6
billion charge for inventory write-
offs of the COVID products.

Outside those products, the
drugmaker said its operational
revenue grew 10%, helped in
part by growth from its Prevnar
pneumonia vaccines. (AP)

British central bank cautions over oil prices

BoE keeps main UK interest rate at 15-year high of 5.25%

Auto strike deal will raise
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;_:_o_sts for Detroit’s ‘Big 3’

Tim Smith, center, UAW Region 8 director, stands outside with other workers as they listen to a phone call with

UAW President Shawn Fain while picketing near the General Motors plant in Spring Hill, Tenn., after United Auto
Workers Local 1853 announced a strike after 44 days of negotiations with GM, Sunday, Oct 29, 2023. (AP)

Will they be able to raise prices?

DETROIT, Nov 2, (AP): From generous
pay and benefits to stronger job security,
the United Auto Workers union won sig-
nificant concessions in tentative settle-
ments that have ended their strikes against

Detroit’s three automakers.

Now, General Motors, Ford and Stellantis are fac-
ing sharply higher labor costs, estimated by some ana-
lysts at exceeding $1 billion per year, per company.
The automakers will try to absorb those cost increases
through expense reductions and efficiencies while still
aiming to post strong enough profits to please Wall
Street.

In addition, analysts say, the companies will likely try to
offset their cost increases by raising vehicle prices for con-
sumers. How much they’ll be able to do so, though, remains
unclear. American auto buyers are already facing enormous
price runups since the pandemic: The average new-car price
has soared roughly 25% since the pandemic struck three
years ago.

Customers might assume that nonunion automakers, like
Toyota, Tesla or Hyundai-Kia, will now be able to price their
vehicles well below what the Detroit automakers can. But
history shows that the nonunion companies will eventually
feel compelled to raise their factory wages, too, in their ef-
fort to ward off the UAW’s efforts to unionize their factories.
As their own labor costs rise, they, too, would likely impose
price increases.

At the same time, the breadth of competition means that
while GM, Ford and Stellantis will seek to raise vehicle pric-
es, it might prove difficult to make significant price hikes
stick.

“I don’t think consumers will necessarily readily absorb
all the price increases,” said Jonathan Smoke, chief econo-
mist for Cox Automotive. “We are bound to see continued
growth in discounting, which has just started to recover as
supplies improve.”

If approved by 146,000 union members, the settlements
that ended the strikes mean that automakers will raise top
assembly plant worker pay by more than 30% to around $42
an hour by the time new contracts end in April of 2028. Less-
senior workers and temporary hires will receive much bigger
increases.

Ford estimates that the contract will raise labor costs by
$850 to $900 per vehicle. All three automakers said they
have taken steps to pare costs and become more efficient,
having known for months that they would have to begin rais-
ing worker pay. But they also face huge capital expenses to
develop and build electric vehicles as the world transitions
from gasoline to battery power.

“When the dust settles from this UAW debacle, the De-
troit auto stalwarts find themselves with a bigger cost profile
with competition increasing,” said Dan Ives, an analyst at
Wedbush.

Natalie Knight, the chief financial officer of Stellantis, the
parent company of Chrysler, Jeep and Ram, said her com-
pany has already pulled out of two auto shows in the United
States to save on expenses.

“You can imagine that is not the end of our activities,”
Knight said Tuesday. “That’s an issue for all of our business
and something we are working very, very consciously on to
see how do we mitigate those costs.”

Even before the strikes, auto prices were rising as a pan-
demic-related computer chip shortage hobbled factories and
made new vehicles scarce. The average sale price peaked in
December of last year at nearly $50,000.

This year, computer chips started flowing before the
strike, and companies were making more vehicles. Supplies
increased, and by September, prices dropped to just under
$48,000, said Smoke, the Cox economist.

As factories crank back up after the strikes, Smoke fore-
sees pressure on the companies to keep prices affordable, es-
pecially with auto loan rates around 10% driving up monthly
payments. Discounts, he said, will likely have to come out of
the automakers’ profits.

Detroit’s automakers, Smoke noted, have been jettison-
ing smaller, lower-cost vehicles for years and instead ramp-
ing up production of higher-profit trucks and SUVs that can
cover their higher cost of labor.

At present, he said, U.S. auto dealers have more than 2.4
million vehicles on their lots, the highest supply since the
spring of 2021. That means that competition for buyers is
intensifying as pent-up demand from the pandemic wanes,
making it difficult for any automaker to raise prices.

During the contract talks, UAW President Shawn Fain stressed
that the Detroit automakers were making billions in profits and
needed to share some of the profits with workers, who for years
gave up pay raises and other benefits to help the automakers sur-
vive the aftermath of the Great Recession. Worker wages and
benefits, Fain argued, make up only about 4% to 5% of a vehi-
cle’s costs and can be easily absorbed by the companies.

Ford, GM and Stellantis combined posted net income of
$24.5 billion during the first nine months of the year. (That
doesn’t include profits from Stellantis, which reports them
only twice a year.) But if the Detroit companies report lower
income, Wall Street will register its disappointment, and
stock prices could fall.

Another force that could keep prices up, though, is wages
for nonunion competitors. Art Wheaton, director of labor
studies at Cornell University, said history has shown that for-
eign automakers with U.S. factories have raised wages after
UAW contract agreements to try to prevent the union from
unionizing their plants.

Countries at a UK summit make pledge to

LONDON, Nov 2, (AP): The Bank of England kept its
main interest rate unchanged on Thursday at the 15-
year high of 5.25% and indicated that borrowing costs
will likely remain at these sort of elevated levels for a
while, especially if oil and gas prices increase sharply
in light of the conflict between Israel and Hamas.

In a statement, the bank’s nine-member Monetary
Policy Committee indicated that inflation, as measured
by the consumer price index, is set to fall quite dra-
matically in the next month but will need time to get
toward its 2% target rate over the coming year.

“We’ve held rates unchanged this month, but we’ll
be watching closely to see if further rate increases are
needed,” Bank of England Governor Andrew Bailey
said.

Minutes to the meeting showed that three of the nine
members of the policy committee backed a quarter-
point increase to 5.5% in order to push down harder
on the inflation rate, which stood at 6.7% in the year
to September.

In economic projections accompanying the deci-
sion, the bank said inflation is set to fall to below 5%
in October as domestic energy bills fall. However, it
cautioned that oil and gas prices may start to rise again
in light of the Israel-Hamas war.

Officials had previously thought that inflation would
return to the 2% target by the second quarter of 2025.
But they revised the forecast on Thursday to say that
inflation would remain above 2% until the final quarter
of 2025.

The bank in September ended a nearly two-year run
of interest rate rises. The U.S. Federal Reserve and the
European Central Bank have also held interest rates
over the past week.

The Bank of England, like other central banks,

Governor of the Bank of England Andrew Bailey ad-

dresses the media during a press conference concern-

ing interest rates, at the Bank of England, in London,
Thursday, Nov 2, 2023. (AP)

raised interest rates aggressively from near zero as
it sought to counter price rises first stoked by supply
chain issues during the coronavirus pandemic and then
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, which pushed up food
and energy costs.

Higher interest rates, which cool the economy by
making it more expensive to borrow and bearing down
on spending, have contributed to bringing down infla-
tion worldwide.

Though most economies have avoided falling into
recession, fears remain that the British economy could
start to see output shrinking in coming months, hardly
the best backdrop for the governing Conservative Par-
ty ahead of a general election.

The bank predicted Thursday that a recession was
unlikely but that growth will be modest, at best.

tackle Al's potentially ‘catastrophic’ risks

BLETCHLEY PARK, England, Nov
2, (AP): Delegates from 28 nations,
including the U.S. and China, have
agreed to work together to contain the
potentially “catastrophic™ risks posed
by galloping advances in artificial in-
telligence.

The first international AI Safety
Summit, held at a former codebreak-
ing spy base near London, focused on
cutting-edge “frontier” Al that some
scientists warn could pose a risk to hu-
manity’s very existence.

British Prime Minister Rishi Sunak
said the declaration was “a landmark
achievement that sees the world’s
greatest Al powers agree on the urgen-
cy behind understanding the risks of Al
- helping ensure the long-term future of
our children and grandchildren.”

But U.S. Vice President Kamala
Harris urged Britain and other coun-

tries to go further and faster, stressing
the transformations Al is already bring-
ing and the need to hold tech compa-
nies accountable - including through
legislation. In a speech at the U.S.
Embassy, Harris said the world needs
to start acting now to address “the full
spectrum” of Al risks, not just existen-
tial threats such as massive cyberat-
tacks or Al-formulated bioweapons.
“There are additional threats that
also demand our action, threats that are
currently causing harm and to many
people also feel existential,” she said,
citing a senior citizen kicked off his
health care plan because of a faulty Al
algorithm or a woman threatened by an
abusive partner with deep fake photos.
The Al Safety Summit is a labor
of love for Sunak, a tech-loving for-
mer banker who wants the U.K. to be
a hub for computing innovation and

has framed the summit as the start of
a global conversation about the safe
development of Al. Harris was due to
attend the summit on Thursday, joining
government officials from more than
two dozen countries including Canada,
France, Germany, India, Japan, Saudi
Arabia - and China, invited over the
protests of some members of Sunak’s
governing Conservative Party.

Getting the nations to sign the agree-
ment, dubbed the Bletchley Declara-
tion, was an achievement, even if it is
light on details and does not propose a
way to regulate the development of AL
The countries pledged to work toward
“shared agreement and responsibility”
about Al risks, and hold a series of fur-
ther meetings. South Korea will hold a
mini virtual AI summit in six months,
followed by an in-person one in France
a year from now.

Privacy officials widen the ban on Meta’s
behavioral advertising to most of Europe

SAN FRANCISCO, Nov 2, (AP):
European officials widened a ban
on Meta’s “behavioral advertis-
ing” practices to most of Europe on
Wednesday, setting up a broader
conflict between the continent’s pri-
vacy-conscious institutions and an
American technology giant.

Behavioral advertising, used by
Meta’s Facebook and Instagram
among many other tech compa-
nies, involves observing individual
behavior such as browsing habits,
mouse clicks and app usage, then
using that data to build profiles for
targeting ads.

The decision by the European
Data Protection Board represents a
sharp escalation of a tussle that be-
gan in Norway, where privacy offi-
cials imposed a daily fine of 1 mil-
lion kroner (roughly $90,000) on
Meta for obtaining that data without
adequate consent. Those fines have
been piling up since August 14.

Meta said it has cooperated with
regulators and pointed to its an-

nounced plans to give Europeans
the opportunity to consent to data
collection and, later this month,
to offer an ad-free subscription
service in Europe that will cost
9.99 euros ($10.59) a month for
access to all its products. The lat-
est decision “unjustifiably ignores
that careful and robust regulatory
process,” the company said in a
statement following the European
board’s action.

Tobias Judin, head of the inter-
national section at the Norwegian
Data Protection Authority, said
Meta’s proposed steps likely won’t
meet European legal standards. For
instance, he said, consent would
have to be freely given, which
wouldn’t be the case if existing us-
ers had to choose between giving
up their privacy rights or paying a
financial penalty in the form of a
subscription.

“Meta’s business model is at odds
with the law and users’ fundamental
rights, and Meta will not back down

willingly,” Judin said via email.
“They continue with their unlawful
activities to this very day, simply
because breaking the law is so profit-
able.”

Meta has been under fire over data
privacy for some time. In May, for
example, the EU slapped Meta with
arecord $1.3 billion fine and ordered
it to stop transferring users’ personal
information across the Atlantic by
October. And the tech giant’s new
text-based app, Threads, has not
rolled out in the EU due to regula-
tory concerns.

Meta is also among the compa-
nies that the EU is targeting under
new digital rules aimed at reining
in the market power of tech giants.
In addition to the Facebook owner,
Apple, Amazon, Microsoft, Google
parent Alphabet and TikTok parent
ByteDance were classified in early
September as online “gatekeepers”
that must face the highest level of
scrutiny under the 27-nation bloc’s
Digital Markets Act.

Bid to lessen Chinese influence

Yellen calls for more US-Latin America trade

WASHINGTON, Nov 2, (AP):
Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen
wants Latin America to trade more
with the United States as part of an
initiative that so far has failed to dis-
rupt China’s dominance in global
manufacturing.

Still, U.S. efforts to diversify sup-
ply chains with “trusted partners and
allies” including select South Amer-
ican nations have “tremendous po-
tential benefits for fueling growth in
Latin America and the Caribbean,”
Yellen said in a speech delivered
Thursday.

Yellen kicked off an Inter-Amer-
ican Development Bank investment
event on the sidelines of the inau-
gural Americas Partnership for Eco-
nomic Prosperity Leaders’ Summit,
which will be hosted at the White
House on Friday.

The heads of state of Peru, Chile,
Ecuador, Uruguay, the Dominican
Republic and Costa Rica were in at-
tendance.

Yellen, who regularly talks about
her friendshoring strategy for increas-
ing supply chain resilience by working
primarily with friendly nations as op-
posed to geopolitical rivals like China,
laid out her vision of new U.S. invest-
ment in South America at the develop-
ment bank on Thursday.

Latin American businesses “will
increasingly have the chance to lead
in new areas of clean energy, for ex-
ample, helping create vertical sup-
ply chains by using locally extracted
lithium in local battery production,”
Yellen said.

“Medical equipment and pharma-
ceutical companies can grow and in-
novate to meet increased demand,”
Yellen said, and skilled workers can
produce automotive chips necessary
for electric vehicles.

The Inter-American Development

United States Secretary of the
Treasury Janet Yellen speaks at
the Atlantic Council Global Citizen
Awards, Sept 20, 2023, in New
York. Yellen wants Latin America to
trade more with the United States
as part of an initiative that so far has
failed to disrupt China’s dominance
in global manufacturing. (AP)

Bank, which is the biggest multilat-
eral lender to Latin America, would
support new projects through grants,
lending and new programs. The U.S.
is the bank’s largest shareholder,
with 30% of voting rights.

Increasingly, policymakers in the
U.S. have expressed concern about
China’s influence at the bank. While
the Asian superpower holds less than
0.1% voting rights, it holds large
economic stakes in some of the 48
member countries of the bank.

In 2022, Latin American and
Caribbean trade with China rose
to record levels, exporting roughly
$184 billion in goods to China and
importing an estimated $265 billion
in goods, according to a Boston Uni-
versity Global Development Policy
Center analysis.

And diplomatic relations between

Latin America and China have also
increased. In March, Honduras cut
diplomatic ties with Taiwan in favor
of China, following the steps of El
Salvador, Nicaragua, Panama and
the Dominican Republic in turning
their backs on Taiwan. China claims
Taiwan as its own territory and has
been increasingly sending ships and
warplanes across the Taiwan Strait
in an effort to intimidate the popu-
lation of 23 million, who strongly
favor the status quo of de-facto in-
dependence.

The IDB’s president, Ilan Goldfa-
jn, told The Associated Press that the
U.S. is still a most influential mem-
ber at the bank.

“Whenever we have a U.S. com-
pany in the bidding process, the
probability of winning is 70 to
80%,” he said. “So what we need is
more U.S. companies involved. But
if you’re not involved, this opens the
door for anybody” to invest in Latin
America.

U.S. lawmakers this year pro-
posed the Inter-American Devel-
opment Bank Transparency Act,
which would require the Treasury
Department to issue a report every
two years on the scope and scale of
Chinese influence and involvement
in all aspects of the bank, including
a list of Chinese-funded projects and
an action plan for the U.S. to reduce
Chinese involvement at the bank.
The bill has not moved out of com-
mittee.

Latin America will be a region of
increased focus in the next year, as
Brazil takes the presidency of the
Group of 20 international forum.
A Treasury official told the AP that
Yellen will be traveling frequently
to South America and Latin America
over the next year, due to Brazil’s
G-20 presidency.
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Derbez shines as Sergio in an uplifting educator story

Inspiring teacher drama ‘Radical’ breaks classroom barriers

LOS ANGELES, Nov 2, (AP): On their first day sixth grade, the
students of Jose Urbina Lopez Elementary School in the Mexi-
can border city of Matamoros find their new teacher rolling on
the floor surrounded by overturned desks.

They re not desks, he exclaims. They’re lifeboats.

So begins Christopher Zalla’s “Radical,” an inspirational
based-on-a-true-story drama about an unconventional teacher
named Sergio Juarez Correa (Eugenio Derbez). His day-one les-
son is ultimately about buoyancy. But the metaphor isn’t hard to
grasp. In Lopez’s classroom, education is a life raft.

“Radical,” which opens in theaters Friday, is a conventional
but stirring entry in the crowded canon of uplifting educator
tales like “Stand and Deliver,” “Lean on Me” and “The Class.”

“Radical,” though, isn’t set at an inner-city school in Los
Angeles, New Jersey or Paris, like those films are. Matamoros,
along the Rio Grande and across from Brownsville, Texas, is
considered a lawless place, known for extreme violence and mi-
grant encampments. “Radical” is also set in 2011, among the
bloodiest years of Mexico’s drug war.

That makes for an especially unlikely backdrop for classroom
revival. The school, itself, is known as “The School of Punish-

ment.” For safety, its gates are locked during the school hours.

Sergio’s self-empowering method is to allow kids to follow
their curiosity and find answers for themselves. They’re skepti-
cal at first but soon are engaged and excited by their freedom to
lead their own learning. More than once, Sergio says the stu-
dents don’t even really need him.

There are plenty of familiar beats as the school year moves
along. Sergio’s ways draw the ire of other teachers. Parents
are distrustful, wondering if he’s giving kids facing a harsh
future false hope. But while “Radical,” an audience winner at
the Sundance Film Festival, is formulaic in its approach, it gets
enough out of it likable cast to earn at least a passing grade.

Impression

Derbez, the Mexican actor and comedian, already made an
impression in the classroom as the encouraging music teacher of
the best picture-winning “CODA.” Here, he takes center stage,
playing Sergio with a winning sincerity and full-bodied resist-
ance to the rules.

Three of the students are brought into focus: Paloma (Jen-
nifer Trejo), a math whiz with astronaut dreams who lives be-

side the landfill her father works at; Lupe (Mia Fernanda Solis),
a budding philosopher whose pregnant mother expects her to
help with childcare; and Nico (Danilo Guardiola), a plucky kid
who’s being trained by a local dealer as a drug courier.

Their stories are never quite at the center of “Radical,” which
sticks closest to its star teacher. But each young actor is natu-
ral, particularly Trejo. Her real-life character, Paloma Noyola
Bueno, was the central figure in a Wired article that “Radical”
is partially derived from.

But the best relationship captured in “Radical” is the one
between Sergio and the school’s cautious, less energetic prin-
cipal Chucho (a wonderful Daniel Haddad). He at first seems
like an impediment to Sergio, warning him not to “kick the
hornet’s nest.” But before long, he’s a co-conspirator, willing
to - in a further experiment on buoyancy - cannonball into a
cold tub. Together, Derbez and Haddad help make “Radical”
float, too.

“Radical,” a TelevisaUnivision release, is rated PG-13 by the
Motion Picture Association of America for some strong violent
content, thematic material and strong language. In Spanish with
subtitles. Running time: 127 minutes. Three stars out of four.

LAS VEGAS: The former

street gang leader charged with
orchestrating the 1996 drive-by
killing of Tupac Shakur in Las
Vegas is expected to plead not
guilty Thursday to murder, amid
questions of whether he’ll hire a
defense lawyer or a judge appoints
a public defender.

Duane Keith “Keffe D”” Davis,
who is described as the only person
still alive who was in the vehicle
from which shots were fired that
night, killing Shakur, is due for ar-
raignment in a Nevada courtroom
despite losing his bid to hire local
defense attorney Ross Goodman.

Goodman spoke for Davis out-
side court two weeks ago, saying
that prosecutors lack key evidence
and witnesses to the killing com-
mitted 27 years ago. The attorney
didn’t give a reason Wednesday
why Davis couldn’t hire him.

Davis, 60, is originally from
Compton, California. He was
arrested Sept. 29 outside a home
in suburban Henderson where
Las Vegas police served a search
warrant July 17, drawing renewed
attention to the unsolved murder
of one of hip-hop music’s most
enduring icons.

His indictment alleges Davis
provided a gun to someone in the
Cadillac from which car-to-car gun-
fire mortally wounded Shakur and
wounded rap music mogul Marion
“‘Suge” Knight at an intersection
just off the Las Vegas Strip. Shakur
died a week later at age 25.

Knight is now 58 and serving
a 28-year prison sentence in Cali-
fornia for the death of a Compton
businessman in 2015.

Prosecutors allege that Shakur’s
killing in Las Vegas came out
of a fierce rivalry between East
Coast and West Coast groups for
dominance in a musical genre
then dubbed “gangsta rap,” and
followed a brawl at a Las Vegas
Strip casino involving Shakur and
Davis’ nephew, Orlando “Baby
Lane” Anderson. (AP)
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This image released by A24 shows Cailee Spaeny as Priscilla, in a scene from ‘Priscilla.’

Film

(AP)

Director finds true creative freedom in ‘Priscilla’

Coppola turns her lens on US icon

LOS ANGELES, Nov 2, (AP): In her 25 years of mak-
ing films, Sofia Coppola has always found the poetry
behind the headlines, the banality in the glamour, the
soul in the superficial. Her dreamy, lyrical portraits
of girl culture and gilded cages have brought her to
18th century Versailles, 1970s suburban Michigan, the
1860s South, noughties Calabasas and modern-day To-
kyo, West Hollywood and Manhattan.

In Priscilla Presley’s 1985 memoir “Elvis and Me,”
Coppola saw something that was glamourous and wild,
something that would provide an opportunity for beau-
tiful filmmaking in a setting she had yet to explore - the
world of 1960s American rock royalty. But even she
was a little surprised to find in this wholly unrelatable
tale something, well, relatable: A young woman, iso-
lated, figuring out who she is, in the shadow of a pow-
erful man.

“Priscilla,” now playing in New York and Los An-
geles and expanding nationwide Friday, emerged from
a disappointment: Coppola’s ambitious adaptation of
Edith Wharton’s “Custom of the Country” had fallen
apart, and a friend encouraged her to dive into some-
thing else.

“(Priscilla) wasn’t looking to make a movie out of
the story,” Coppola told The Associated Press in a re-
cent interview. “But she said that because she liked my
movies, she would let me do it.”

Making a film about - and for - someone who is go-
ing to see it was a unique challenge. She wanted to do
justice to her subject, while maintaining her creative
expression. But the tension worked: “Priscilla” has
landed Coppola some of her best reviews since “Lost in
Translation,” and already won her star, Cailee Spaeny,
the best actress award from the Venice Film Festival.

“Priscilla” is a kind of culmination of all her previous
experiences, both thematically and practically. Coppola
learned some time ago that to have the true creative
freedom she craved, she’d have to get creative in other
ways, mostly with budgets and timelines. For “Priscil-
la,” she had only 30 days to shoot a story that takes her
heroine from Germany to Graceland, with detours in
Las Vegas, Los Angeles and Palm Springs, and covers
over a decade of an opulent and well-documented life,

with many, many costumes.

“It’s such a grand moment,” Coppola said. “Our budg-
et was pretty small for what we were trying to pull off.”

Mostly, Coppola wanted it all to feel “big enough for
her story.”

This would involve a lot of “creative solutions” with
her trusted filmmaking team, including cinematogra-
pher Philippe Le Sourd, production designer Tamara
Deverell and costume designer Stacey Battat. They shot
digitally instead of on film. To save some money on
costumes without compromising quality, they enlisted
the help of high-profile fashion houses: Chanel made
the wedding dress while Valentino handled Elvis’s
knitwear and suits. They borrowed some walls from
a just-wrapped Netflix show on a neighboring stage
that Deverell then repurposed for a Vegas suite. They
used platforms to cheat the height difference between
Spaeny, who is 5’17, and Jacob Elordi, who is 6°5”, and
get them in frame together. They shot out of order: On
some days, Spaeny was teenage Priscilla in the morning
and adult, pregnant Priscilla after lunch.

Costume

And after many years of filming on location - among
them Versailles, the Park Hyatt Tokyo, Bemelmans and
the Chateau Marmont - for “Priscilla,” Coppola had to
build sets and “find Graceland in Toronto.” The Grace-
land living room was even built to scale, though the
ceiling was made taller for their Elvis.

“They were really building everything there and it
was really fun to be working on a stage, almost like
an old Hollywood studio, where the costume depart-
ment was next to the props and the art department was
building the Graceland gates,” she said. “It’s sort of that
movie magic.”

The Graceland set became a special place, too. One
night, Coppola and her kids snuck into it and had a
birthday cake in the dining room for her daughter’s 16th
birthday. When the production wrapped, the crew had
champagne in the living room.

“There was something about making this movie
where I just felt so in my element,” she said. “It was
hard work but I really had so much fun.”

She, Le Sourd and her actors also spent a lot of time
in Elvis’ bedroom, filming in the only place the char-
acters ever really got to be alone. In the book, Presley
writes that they would sometimes dabble in costumed
role-play and document it with Polaroids. Though there
are endless photographs and video footage of Elvis and
Priscilla, those photographs have disappeared, Coppola
said.

“I felt so lucky that I was able to ask her questions
throughout the process. But with that scene, I had to ask
her, like, “What kind of costumes?’”” Coppola said with
a smile. “You’re trying to get inside, but not pry and
still be polite. She kind of hesitated and was like, ‘Well,
you know, like secretary.””

Presley’s book, nearly 40 years old at this point,
reveals things about Elvis that are, at best, unflatter-
ing. Everyone knows they met when she was 14 and
he was 24. But his controlling and sometimes volatile
behavior, dictating exactly what she looked like, what
she was allowed to do and whom she was allowed to
spend time with, might still come as a surprise to some.
Before the film’s premiere in Venice, Coppola said she
wasn’t making “Priscilla” for Elvis fans.

“I didn’t mean it to be brazen,” she said. “I was just
getting pressured to cut out anything negative about
him and I was being firm. I was really clear that I want-
ed to tell her story and that was my priority.”

“I really didn’t want to make him a villain,” she con-
tinued. “I know she has so much love for him. And so
much of the dark side of him comes from vulnerability
and frustrations and to sort of show him as a human was
important to me.”

The Elvis Presley estate did not participate in “Pris-
cilla” and did not let Coppola use any of his music -
though that just opened possibilities. She worked again
with Phoenix, her husband Thomas Mars’ band, used
the Phil Spector-produced Ramones song “Baby I Love
You” and, in a big coup, got Dolly Parton’s permission
to use “I Will Always Love You” for a pivotal moment.

The story also made Coppola think about her own
mother, Eleanor Coppola, who was born nine years be-
fore Priscilla, and similarly struggled to find an outlet
for her creative expression.

2011 as a “cheat sheet.” He was
recently chosen to headline the
halftime festivities from Allegiant
Stadium in Las Vegas on Feb.
11 - the same day he’s expected
to release his ninth studio album
“Coming Home.”

“I got a chance to see a bit
of what it felt like,” Usher told
The Associated Press in a recent

LOS ANGELES: while Usher
gears up for his 2024 Super Bowl
halftime performance, the singer
will lean on his previous experi-
ence of hitting the NFL’s biggest
stage to help prepare for the
13-minute set.

The Grammy winner said he’s
using his appearance with Black
Eyed Peas frontman will.i.am in

interview. In his first Super Bowl
performance, he descended from
the stadium ceiling to perform
“OMG” in Arlington, Texas.
Usher’s appearance lasted less
than two minutes, but the moment
gave him plenty of insight into
conducting a show with such
limited time. His album “Confes-
sions” ranks among one of the

best-selling music projects of all
time and launched No. 1 hits such
as “Yeah!” with Ludacris and Lil
Jon, “Burn” and “Confessions
Part I1.” He’s had other hits such
as “U Got It Bad,” “U Remind
Me,” “You Make Me Wanna”

and “Love in the Club” - lots of
material to cover during one of the
year’s biggest cultural moments.

“Don’t take the moments for
granted because you only get 13 of
them,” said the singer, who is cur-
rently headlining his “Usher: My
Way” sold-out residency in Las
Vegas. “The hardest part is trying
to figure out how to squeeze it all
in when you actually have a large
catalog, or a lot of records people
celebrate and love.” (AP)
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‘The Woman In Me’

Spears’ new tell-all
book gets personal

LOS ANGELES, Nov 2, (AP): Britney Spears’ high-
ly anticipated memoir “The Woman in Me” released
recently, revealing the pop superstar’s personal take
on events that have played out publicly in her decades
as one of the most scrutinized figures in American life,
along with private moments that she previously kept
under wraps.

The book, which The Associated Press obtained
a copy of, details her childhood and rise to stardom,
along with her marriages, her nearly-14-year court
conservatorship and even a brief mention of a July
incident where she was hit in the face by security for
NBA player Victor Wembanyama.

Much of “The Woman in Me” focuses on the fa-
ther and sons, the husbands
and boyfriends, who have
dominated her life, for better
and for worse. Several chapters
are devoted to her relationship
with Justin Timberlake, in-
cluding deeply personal details
about a pregnancy, abortion
and painful breakup. In oth-
ers she chronicles her custody
fight with ex-husband Kevin
Federline, and how it fueled
what was viewed as a public
meltdown.

Spears speaks much less of recent events, making
no mention of her pending divorce from Sam Asghari,
whom she describes as holding her hand while she ad-
dressed a judge during a key hearing that freed her
from court control in 2021.

In the opening dedication, she writes simply, “For
my boys, who are the loves of my life.”

Here are some of the details revealed in “The Wom-
an in Me”:

For a period at the turn of the millennium, Spears
and Timberlake were America’s it couple. As Spears
writes, they were in love — but purity was a facade.
“There were a couple of times during our relationship
when I knew Justin had cheated on me. Especially be-
cause I was so infatuated and so in love, I let it go,
even though the tabloids seemed determined to rub my
face in it,” she writes.

Relationship

Although Spears was painted in the press as the un-
faithful one, she says she only stepped out on the re-
lationship once, to kiss choreographer Wade Robson,
confirming a long-speculated rumor.

She also writes of her pregnancy and Timberlake’s
dismay, first reported in excerpts published by People
earlier this week.

“I’'m sure people will hate me for this, but I agreed
not to have the baby. Abortion was something I never
could have imagined choosing for myself, but given
the circumstances, that is what we did,” she writes.

They decided she would not go to a doctor or hos-
pital: “It was important that no one find out about the
pregnancy or the abortion, which meant doing every-
thing at home,” she writes, adding that they didn’t tell
her family.

She describes the physical pain of the medication
abortion as “excruciating.”

“I kept crying and sobbing until it was all over,” she
writes. “It took hours, and I don’t remember how it
ended, but I do, twenty years later, remember the pain
of it, and the fear.”

The song that launched Spears’ solo career,
Baby One More Time” was directly inspired by Soft
Cell’s “Tainted Love.” Spears was listening to it the
night before she was going in to record with famed
Swedish producer Max Martin (who Spears describes
simply as “magic.”) She wanted to mimic the Eng-
lish synthpop duo’s sound, so she stayed up late, giv-
ing her voice the fried, raspy tone that would become
iconic.

The concept for the music video, too, was her idea.
Jive Records wanted her to “play a futuristic astro-
naut,” she writes. “I told the executives at the label
that I thought people would want to see my friends
and me sitting at school, bored, and then as soon as the
bell rang, boom—we’d start dancing.”

She says Timberlake broke up with her via text
message while making his 2002 solo debut album,
“Justified.”

“He started being very standoffish with me. I think
that was because he’d decided to use me as ammuni-
tion for his record, and so it made it awkward for him
to be around me starting at him with all that affection
and devotion,” she writes.

In the period following the breakup, Spears became
isolated, writing that she experienced ‘serious social
anxiety.

She found herself living in an apartment alone in
New York for a few months, rarely leaving. (One of
her few visitors? Madonna, who dreamt up their 2003
kiss at the MTV Video Music Awards as a reclama-
tion of personal autonomy.)

Not long after, Spears felt pressured by her father
to do what would become an infamous interview with
Diane Sawyer, in which the host pushed her to explain
what she did to Justin Timberlake to cause him “so
much pain.”

Sadness

“I felt like I had been exploited,” she writes, “set up
in front of the whole world.”

In 2004, Spears married dancer Kevin Federline and
they had two sons together. After the children were
born, she says she suffered from perinatal depression,
displaying symptoms of sadness, anxiety and fatigue.

“Being a new mom is challenge enough without try-
ing to do everything under a microscope,” she writes.
“With Kevin away so much, no one was around to see
me spiral —except every paparazzo in America.”

The couple divorced in 2007.

Spears describes what she calls a “SWAT team”
bursting into a bathroom where she was holding
16-month-old son Jayden, instead of returning him to
Federline as required. The moment in January 2008
led to her being hospitalized on a 72-hour psychiatric
hold and was a major factor in the establishment of a
court conservatorship that took over her life.

She said that amid a custody battle, she felt that Fed-
erline and his lawyers were keeping her kids from her
for longer and longer stretches. She had already put
2-year-old Sean Preston in the car of a security guard
who had come to get him when she became “terrified
that I wouldn’t get the kids again if I gave them back.”

That’s when she fled to the bathroom.

An attorney for Federline did not immediately re-
spond to an email seeking comment.

Other moments in her slide toward the conserva-
torship became were anything but private, and Spears
gives her take with a degree of emotion previously
kept in check by those surrounding her.
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This image released by Participant/Pantelion Films shows Eugenio Derbez in a scene from ‘Radical.’ (AP) — Details Page 11

Musician Huey Lewis poses for a
portrait in New York on Oct. 2, 2019.
Lewis, who with his band The News
stormed radio in the 1980s with such
rock-pop hits as ‘The Power of Love’
and ‘1 Want a New Drug,’ is about to
take his music to a Broadway stage
with ‘The Heart of Rock & Roll,” start-
ing March 2024. (AP)

McPhee

Variety

NEW YORK: Cher is obviously a
superstar but even a superstar can be the
opening act when it comes to Santa.

Organizers of this year’s Macy’s
Thanksgiving Day Parade have nabbed
the Oscar-, Emmy- and Grammy Award-
winner for their 97th annual event. Cher
will make her appearance just before the
parade’s end, signaled by the arrival of
Santa’s sleigh, parade organizers said.

This year’s parade will feature 16
giant character balloons, 26 floats, 32
novelty and heritage inflatables, 12
marching bands, 700 clowns and eight
performance groups.

It’s a busy time for Cher, who is
preparing to release a 25th-anniversary
edition of her Grammy-winning album
“Believe” and just dropped her first new
album in five years, “Christmas.”

For the first time in its long history, the
holiday tradition will begin at 8:30 a.m.
ET, half an hour earlier than previous
years, kicked off by multi-instrumentalist
and Grammy-winner Jon Batiste.

There will be appearances by Bell
Biv DeVoe, Brandy, Chicago, En
Vogue, ENHYPEN, David Foster and
Katharine McPhee, Drew Holcomb
and The Neighbors, Jessie James
Decker, Ashley Park with some Mup-
pets from “Sesame Street,” Pentatonix,
Paul Russell, Amanda Shaw and Alex
Smith, and Manuel Turizo.

US Olympic gymnastics silver medal-
ist Jordan Chiles, US track and field
Paralympian Ezra Frech and US Para-
lympic swimming gold medalist Jessica
Long and Miss America 2023 Grace
Stanke will also join the festivities.

Seven new balloon giants will join the
lineup: “Beagle Scout Snoopy,” “Blue
Cat & Chugs,” “Kung Fu Panda’s Po,”
“Leo,” “Monkey D. Luffy,” “Pillsbury
Doughboy” and “Uncle Dan.”

Broadway will be represented by per-

Stage

Singer’s iconic hits take center stage in musical

Lewis takes his music to Broadway

NEW YORK, Nov 2, (AP): Huey
Lewis, who with his band The News
stormed radio in the 1980s with
such rock-pop hits as “The Power of
Love” and “I Want a New Drug,” is
about to take his music to a Broad-
way stage.

Lewis and executive producer
Hunter Arnold tell The Associated
Press that the jukebox musical “The
Heart of Rock & Roll” - constructed

from Lewis’ songs - will play the
James Earl Jones Theatre starting
March 2024, capping more than 10
years of gestation.

“It’s been a long road, but it’s very
gratifying,” Lewis said. “I’m pinch-
ing myself because it’s really going
to happen now.”

The show, which has an original
story unconnected to Lewis, broke
the record for highest gross per per-
formance at San Diego’s Old Globe
theater in 2018.

“It’s smart, first of all, and funny.
And it has a lot of heart and it’s about
love, basically,” Lewis said. “People
ask me, "What’s it about, ”The Heart
of Rock & Roll”? And it’s actually
about the power of love.”

Lewis has tweaked some song
lyrics to make them able to be sung
by different people and in contexts
he never initially anticipated. “The
fun part of that is being able to hear
these songs that we wrote tell a new
story in a completely different way,”
he said.

Music supervisor and orchestra-
tor Brian Usifer has reworked the
tunes for a word-driven show, and
the production will feature a book
by Jonathan A. Abrams. Along-
side Hunter as producers are Tyler
Mitchell, who initially proposed a
show based on the band’s music, and
Kayla Greenspan. Casting will be
announced later.

The story centers on a blue-collar
guy who used to be in a rock band in
his 20s. He finds himself in his 30s
prepared to take the leap to middle-
class respectability when his band-
mates return to take another stab
at music. There’s also a love story
when he falls for the boss’ daughter.

Nominated

“It’s an everyman story,” said Ar-
nold. “It’s really a story about what
do we actually want in life, and how
do we decide that for ourselves.”

Huey Lewis & The News had 12
top 10 Billboard hits on the Hot 100
and three that made No. 1. They won
a Grammy Award, for best music
video for “The Heart if Rock ‘n’
Roll,” and “The Power of Love” was
nominated for an Academy Award.

Most of the band’s hits came from
“Sports” - their sophomore album
- released in 1983, which hit No. 1
on the Billboard 200 and stayed on
the chart for 160 weeks. It spun off
such singles as “Heart and Soul,” “I
Want a New Drug,” “If This Is It,”

“Finally Found a Home,” “Walking
on a Thin Line” and “The Heart of
Rock & Roll.”

Lewis was an unlikely pop star,
with earnest and sweet songs that
verged on corny, delivered by a
singer substantially older than his
counterparts on the charts. “It’s the
weirdest thing because the man who
defied the ‘80s in many ways now
also defines the ’80s,” said Arnold.

formances from “& Juliet,” “Back to the
Future: The Musical,” “How To Dance In
Ohio,” “Shucked” and “Spamalot,” with

the last guest before Santa, with last year
Mariah Carey fitting the bill.
A marching band from Marjory Stone-

an appearance by Josh Gad and Andrew
Rannells of “Gutenberg! The Musical!”
Returning giant balloons include
“Bluey,” “Diary of a Wimpy Kid,” “Paw
Patrol,” “Ryan’s World,” “Pikachu,”
“Ronald McDonald,” “Stuart the Min-
ion” and “SpongeBob SquarePants.”
The Macy’s parade has been a tradi-
tional holiday season kickoff and specta-
tors often line up a half-dozen deep
along the route to cheer the marchers,
floats, entertainers and marching bands.
The parade has lately asked icons to be

man Douglas High School in Parkland,
the scene of one of the nation’s worst
school shootings, will represent Florida.
Other marching bands this year will
represent Alabama, Indiana, Wiscon-

sin, Michigan, Washington, New York,

Illinois, New Jersey and Texas.

Floats include ones from brands like
Lego, “Peanuts,” “Baby Shark,” “Teen-
age Mutant Ninja Turtles” and “Sesame
Street.”

The parade airs on NBC and streams
on Peacock. Savannah Guthrie, Hoda

Director Sofia Coppola, (from left), Priscilla Presley, Cailee Spaeny, and Jacob
Elordi pose for photographers at the premiere of ‘Priscilla’ during the 80th edition
of the Venice Film Festival in Venice, Italy, on Sept. 4, 2023. (AP)
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“I think more than ever, people are
looking for something that makes
them feel hopeful, happy. Nostalgia
is in because it’s a comfort food for
us as audiences, but not something
that is without a lesson underneath.”

There’s irony that Lewis” music is
already on Broadway - in a musical
take on “Back to the Future,” includ-
ing the theme tune “The Power of
Love” and “Back in Time.”

“I’'s more about timing. It’s not
about we’re the greatest songwriters
who ever lived,” said Lewis, laughing.
He appeared on Broadway in “Chi-
cago” as Billy Flynn in the mid-2000s.

“I consider musical theater to be
the most rewarding because it’s the
most demanding of all artistic ex-
pression. You need to sing, dance
and act. And it’s so collaborative
that it’s not even enough to be good.
You need to make everyone else
good as well,” he added. “It’s won-
derfully demanding and wonderfully
rewarding, and we’re just happy to
have a shot at it.”

Kotb and Al Roker from “Today” will
host and a Spanish language simulcast
on Telemundo will be hosted by Carlos
Adyan and Andrea Meza. (AP)

a a a

SHARJAH: Under the theme “unlimited
imagination” South Korea — the guest
of honor of the 42nd Sharjah Interna-
tional Book Fair — had set course to
share the country’s rich culture, history,
and knowledge with Arab and interna-
tional audiences during the course of this
prestigious event.

The South Korean pavilion have seen
a huge influx of the fair’s visitors with
over 200 pieces of art and literature on
display.

The pavilion will be hosting 25 media,
art, and cultural guests eager to share Ko-
rean culture with the regional (KUNA)

a a a

NEW YORK: An 80-foot-tall (24-meter)
Norway spruce from the Binghamton
area has been selected as this year’s
Rockefeller Center Christmas tree and
will be cut down and trucked to New
York City next week, Rockefeller Center
officials announced Wednesday.

The tree will be cut on Nov. 9 in
Vestal, New York, and will arrive at
Rockefeller Center in midtown Manhat-
tan on Nov. 11, the officials said.

After it’s wrapped in more than
50,000 lights and crowned with a star,
the tree will be lighted during a live
television broadcast on Nov. 29. It will
be on display until Jan. 13, 2024.

The Rockefeller Center tree is one of
New York City’s most popular holiday
attractions, drawing throngs of admirers
every year.

Vestal is about 190 miles (306 kilom-
eters) northwest of New York City. (AP)
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Event to highlight radiation exposure dangers and prevention

MoH to hold an awareness day on radiation protection

By Marwa Al-Bahrawi
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Nov 2: The Radiation Protec-
tion Department at the Ministry of Health is
organizing an awareness day on Tuesday at the
Ministry of Health headquarters in Sulaibikhat
to celebrate the World Day for Radiation Pro-
tection and Medical Physics.

In this regard, the Chief Nuclear Medicine
Specialist and Head of the Organizing Commit-
tee for the Awareness Day for Radiation Protec-
tion and Medical Physics Dr. Hanan Awad Al-
Dousari affirmed the keenness of the Ministry of
Health, represented by the Radiation Protection
Department, to celebrate this occasion every year
to raise awareness about the dangers of exposure
to radiation through the distribution of aware-
ness leaflets and brochures about the sources and
types of radiation and ways to prevent it.

In a special press statement, Dr. Al-Dousari
explained that international organizations and
departments of medical physics and radiation
around the world celebrate the International Day
of Medical Physics on November 7 every year,
in appreciation and respect for the Polish scien-
tist Marie Curie, who won two Nobel Prizes for
Chemistry for her discovery of the elements ra-
dium and polonium. She was the first person to
receive two Nobel Prizes in two different fields.

The awareness day this year includes many
levels, including awareness of radiation and
ways to protect from it, awareness of the im-
portance of specializing in medical, radiation
and nuclear physics and their fields, and the im-
portance of radiation protection management
and the services it provides to the workers in
the Ministry of Health, health and industrial fa-
cilities, factories, private hospitals, and others.

There are two types of radiation - natural
radiation, which comes from the universe such
as food, soil, and other things, and man-made
radiation, which is used in the medical and in-
dustrial fields and other fields.

As for medical physics, it includes many
types, such as radiation therapy physics, nu-
clear medicine physics, diagnostic radiology
physics, magnetic resonance physics, health
physics, ultrasound physics, and others.

The basics of radiation protection are based
on three axes: time, distance, and shielding
(protective shield).

The smaller the distance between people and
the radioactive source, the less radiation expo-
sure, and vice versa. The longer the duration
of radiation exposure, the greater the radiation
exposure.

Shielding against radiation varies according
to the radioactive material, such as lead, iron,
or others.

She went on to explain that the Radiation
Protection Department - the regulating body -
includes four basic departments:

1. The Department of Environmental Pro-
tection from Radiation, which is specialized in
taking samples of soil, water and air to ensure
that the air is free of pollution.

2. The Calibration and Radiation Exposure
Measurement Department, which is concerned
with measuring radiation doses for employees
working with radiation on a monthly basis to
ensure that the employee is exposed to the in-
ternationally permissible radiation limit.

3. The Ionizing Radiation Licensing and In-
spection Department, which is responsible for
obtaining licenses for all private and public es-
tablishments that work in radiation, as well as
licenses for workers in this field.

4. The Department of Non-lonizing Radia-
tion Licensing and Inspection, which special-
izes in inspection campaigns to ensure radiation
safety, implement all laws and principles of ra-
diation safety, control devices, and ensure that
they are fit for use.
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A photo from the breast cancer awareness symposium organized by the Women'’s Voluntary Association for Community Development.

‘Early detection linked to long-term survival rates’

Increased awareness key to fighting breast cancer

By Marwa Al-Bahrawi
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Nov 2: The Women’s Volun-
tary Association for Community Development
emphasized the importance of spreading aware-
ness among segments of society, especially
women, about the importance of early detec-
tion, the risk factors that increase the possibility
of breast cancer, ways to prevent it, and chang-
ing behavioral patterns to serve the purpose of
performing early detection tests.

In a speech during the awareness symposium
organized by the association yesterday with the
cooperation of the Cancer Awareness Nation
(CAN) campaign, Chairman of the Board of
Directors Sheikha Fadia Saad Al-Abdullah Al-
Salem Al-Sabah said breast cancer awareness
is an attempt to raise awareness and reduce the
stigma of breast cancer by identifying its symp-
toms and treatment.

She expressed hope that such awareness-rais-
ing events would increase knowledge, which
in turn would lead to early detection of breast

cancer, as it is associated with higher long-term
survival rates, and improve the availability and
accessibility of early detection services.

Sheikha Fadia called for the need to raise the
level of awareness among society about breast
cancer and its prevention, ensure the develop-
ment of cooperation frameworks and partner-
ships between various parties, and work to
create a supportive environment to provide the
necessary data to make sound decisions about
early detection tests for breast cancer.

Integrate

She said, “In order to combat these diseases,
the efforts of civil society institutions and pub-
lic benefit associations must be combined with
governmental and private agencies to integrate
health into all policies within the concept of
shared responsibility.”

Meanwhile, the Secretary of the association
Dr. Mona Al-Qattan affirmed the keenness of
the association to carry out its societal role and
cooperate with various parties to spread health
awareness among members of society.

She stressed that women’s health is a prior-
ity for the association, which is represented in
its awareness programs and the promotion of
breast cancer screening campaigns.

System

Dr. Al-Qattan highlighted the importance of
the role of civil society as an essential partner
in the development process, as participation is
no longer just a choice, but rather a require-
ment in light of the current challenges, adding
that participation between the tripartite system
(the state, the private sector, and civil society
organizations) has become a basic and urgent
necessity.

In this regard, an oncologist at the Breast
Oncology Unit at the Kuwait Cancer Control
Center Dr. Rehab Sayed said, “Cancerous tu-
mors occur when some breast cells start grow-
ing in an abnormal way and these cells mutate
more quickly than healthy cells and continue to
accumulate and form a mass or tumor. The cells
may spread through the breast to the lymph
nodes or to other parts of the body.

Most of the causes of breast cancer are un-
known, and a small percentage is due to genetic
factors, but there are reasons that may increase
the chance of developing breast cancer, such as
excess weight, hormones, smoking, and alco-
hol, a sedentary lifestyle and unhealthy food,
all of which may also increase the chance of
infection.

Women are more susceptible to breast can-
cer than men. With age, the chance of infection
increases. The presence of a medical history of
problems or diseases related to the breast, pre-
vious infection with breast cancer, and a family
history of the disease increase the probability of
contracting it, which requires an annual mam-
mogram test to detect any small lumps.

Survival rates for breast cancer patients have
increased, and the number of deaths associated
with this disease has decreased on a regular ba-
sis. This is mostly due to a number of factors
such as early detection, adopting a new treat-
ment method that takes into account the condi-
tion of each patient, and improving our level of
understanding of the nature of this disease.”

Biotechs aim to revolutionize cancer treatments

New precision therapies being developed for cancer

WILMINGTON, Nov 2, (Agencies): Prelude
Therapeutics Incorporated (“Prelude”) and
AbCellera formed a multi-year, multi-program
partnership to discover, develop, and commer-
cialize potentially first-in-class treatments for
patients with cancer. The collaboration com-
bines Prelude’s expertise in targeted protein
degradation, medicinal chemistry, and clini-
cal development with AbCellera’s antibody
discovery and development engine to gener-
ate novel precision antibody drug conjugates
(ADCs). The first program, which benefits
from a lead panel of antibodies previously dis-
covered by AbCellera, is focused on ADCs to
broaden the reach of Prelude’s small molecule
SMARCA?2 selective degraders to address a
larger patient population.

“By leveraging our combined capabilities and
expertise in rapidly discovering and advancing
novel candidates into the clinic, this collabora-
tion provides an opportunity to build a pipeline
of first-in-class ADCs targeting clinically vali-
dated pathways in oncology,” said Kris Vaddi,
Ph.D., Founder and CEO of Prelude.

“Through this strategic partnership we are
combining deep expertise in antibody and small
molecule development to create precision ADC
therapies for patients in need,” said Carl Hans-
en, Ph.D., Founder and CEO of AbCellera.

Under the terms of the agreement, Prelude
and AbCellera will jointly discover, develop,
and commercialize products emerging from the
collaboration. AbCellera will lead manufactur-
ing activities and Prelude will lead clinical de-

velopment and global commercialization, sub-
ject to AbCellera’s option to co-promote any
resulting commercial products in the United
States.

Prelude Therapeutics is a clinical-stage pre-
cision oncology company developing innova-
tive drug candidates targeting critical cancer
cell pathways. The Company’s diverse pipeline
is comprised of highly differentiated, poten-
tially best-in-class proprietary small molecule
compounds aimed at addressing clinically vali-
dated pathways for cancers with selectable un-
derserved patients. Prelude’s pipeline includes
four candidates currently in clinical develop-
ment: PRT1419, a potent, selective inhibitor of
MCLI1, PRT2527, a potent and highly selective
CDKO9 inhibitor, PRT3645, a next generation

CDK4/6 inhibitor, and PRT3789, an IV admin-
istered, potent and highly selective SMARCA2
degrader, as well as an oral SMARCA2 de-
grader that is currently in IND-enabling studies.

AbCellera is breaking the barriers of conven-
tional antibody drug discovery to bring better
medicines to patients, sooner. AbCellera’s en-
gine integrates expert teams, technology, and
facilities with the data science and automation
needed to propel antibody-based medicines
from target to clinic in nearly every therapeu-
tic area with precision and speed. AbCellera
provides innovative biotechs and leading phar-
maceutical companies with a competitive ad-
vantage that empowers them to move quickly,
reduce cost, and tackle the toughest problems in
drug development.

‘; this page

Call: 24813805  E-mail: advt@arabtimesonline.com

www.arabtimesonline.com

MBBS, MS

Y SHIFA AL J

Take care of your health

Sabl| opapall el ais p S
RZ€ERA MEDICAL CENTRE

FARWANIYA d_si|g)—al|

Our gynecology department, the most dependable one in Kuwait,
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m Special Care and treatment during prenatal and postnatal periods.
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Dr. Rehab Mohamed
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Medvedev out of year-end No. 1 contention

Djokovic starts Paris Masters with win over Etcheverry

Lakers hold off Clippers in OT
to snap 11-game losing streak

Celtics rout Pacers 155-104 to remain unbeaten

LOS ANGELES, Nov
2, (AP): LeBron James
had 35 points and 11 re-
bounds, Austin Reaves
scored seven of his 15
points in overtime and
the Los Angeles Lakers
snapped an 11-game los-
ing streak against the Los
Angeles Clippers with a
130-125 victory Wednes-
day night.

D’Angelo Russell scored 27
points and Anthony Davis had
27 points and 10 rebounds for
the short-handed Lakers, who
beat their local rivals for the
first time since July 2020 in the
Florida bubble. The 17-time
NBA champion Lakers hadn’t
beaten the Clippers on the Lak-
ers’ home court at their shared
arena since Christmas 2016,
losing 11 in a row.

With James Harden watching in
street clothes on the Clippers’ bench
after his trade from Philadelphia,
Kawhi Leonard scored 38 points
in the Clippers’ second loss of the
young season. Paul George scored
20 of his 35 points in the fourth
quarter, including eight points in
the final minute, before fouling out
30 seconds into overtime.

Although the Lakers used just
eight players due to five significant
injury absences, they rallied from
an early 19-point deficit before
blowing an eight-point lead in the
final 90 seconds of regulation.

BASKETBALL

George, who had six 3-pointers,
hit three free throws with 17 sec-
onds left to tie it. Russell had an
open shot at the buzzer, but missed.

Celtics 155, Pacers 104

In Boston, Jayson Tatum had 30
points and 12 rebounds in less than
three quarters and Boston used a
blistering start to rout Indiana and
remain unbeaten.

The 155 points was the second-
most in a regular-season game in
franchise history.

One game after blowing out the
Wizards in Washington, the Celtics
returned home and beat the Pacers
even worse, opening a 10-point
lead in the first three minutes, mak-
ing it 20 in the second quarter, 30 in
the third and 53 in the fourth.

Derrick White had 18 points and
Jaylen Brown had 16 before the
Boston starters went to the bench
late in the third quarter, when the
Celtics opened a 38-point lead. Sam
Hauser scored 17 points and Payton
Pritchard had 15 in extensive min-
utes off the bench. T.J. McConnell
scored 18 points for the Pacers.

Warriors 102, Kings 101

In SAn Francisco, Klay Thomp-
son hit a 17-footer with less than a
second remaining and Golden State
held off Sacramento.

Domantas Sabonis put the Kings
ahead moments earlier on a jumper
with 16 seconds to play after Ste-
phen Curry’s layup just before in a
wild final minute.

Curry scored with 33 seconds
left following a 24-second violation
by Sacramento that gave Golden
State the ball for another chance
with 38.4 seconds left trailing 99-
98.

Curry scored 21 points and
added four 3-pointers to take his
NBA-leading total to 28 on a
night the Kings missed leading
scorer De’Aaron Fox because of a
sprained right ankle suffered Sun-

Boston Celtics guard Jrue Holiday

(4) blocks a shot by Indiana Pacers

forward Bruce Brown (11) during

the first half of an NBA basketball

game Wednesday, Nov 1, 2023, in
Boston. (AP)

Los Angeles Lakers forward Anthony Davis (right), shoots as Los Angeles Clippers center Ivica Zubac defends
during the first half of an NBA basketball game Wednesday, Nov 1, 2023, in Los Angeles. (AP)

Jabeur first Arah woman to reach GS singles final

Swiatek beats Gauff at WTA Finals

CANCUN, Mexico, Nov 2, (AP): U.S.
Open champion Coco Gauff double-
faulted four times in a row while serv-
ing for the second set and wound up
losing 6-0, 7-5 to four-time major title
winner Iga Swiatek in round-robin
action at the WTA Finals on a windy
Wednesday night.

She said the wind didn’t help things,
nor did a recent break of about two
weeks without serving because of a
shoulder injury.

There were plenty of empty seats at
the temporary hard court - and Swiatek
noticed.

The WTA’s decision to host the
event in Cancun was not announced
until September.

In the other singles match on Day
4 at the season-ending champion-
ship - which is for the top eight play-

ers in women’s tennis - three-time
major runner-up Ons Jabeur defeated
Wimbledon champion Marketa Von-
drousova 6-4, 6-3. Jabeur lost to Von-
drousova in the final at the All England
Club in July.

TENNIS

Jabeur, a Tunisian who was the first
Arab woman to reach a Grand Slam
singles final, told the crowd after her
win Wednesday that she will donate
part of her prize money “to help the
Palestinians. ... It is not a political
message. It is humanity. I want peace
in this world.”

Israel has been carrying out military
operations in Gaza in response to the
attack by Hamas on a Jewish holiday

last month.

The two women who will advance
to the semifinals from this group will
be determined Friday, when Swiatek
(who is 2-0 so far) faces Jabeur (1-1),
and Gauff (1-1) meets Vondrousva (0-
2).

On Wednesday, Gauff led 4-2 in
the second set, then was a game away
from forcing a third while serving at
5-4. The teenager from Florida went
up 15-love, then dropped the game
with the series of double-faults.
After the fourth, Gauff spiked her
racket, then picked it up and tossed
it at her bench as she walked to the
sideline.

That was part of a stretch in which
the American lost nine points in a row
and 12 of the last 13 against Swiatek,
who improved to 9-1 against Gauff.

day against the Lakers.
Sabonis had 23 points, 11 re-
bounds and six assists.

Mavericks 114, Bulls 105

In Dallas, Grant Williams tied ca-
reer highs with 25 points and seven
3-pointers and Dallas beat Chicago
to improve to 4-0 for the first time
since 2004-05.

Tim Hardaway Jr. added 24
points and seven 3-pointers for Dal-
las. The Mavericks led 99-98 with
4:08 left and put it away with 10-2
run.

Luka Doncic, who went into play
leading the NBA with a 39-point
average, had 18 points and 10 re-
bounds. Doncic was 1 for 8 behind
the arc. Kyrie Irving missed his sec-
ond consecutive game because of a
sprained left left.

Zach LaVine scored 22 points for
Chicago. Nikola Vucevic had 21
points and a season-high 20 rebounds.

Timberwolves 110, Nuggets 89

In Minneapolis, Anthony Edwards
scored 24 points and Minnesota hand-
ed defending NBA champion Denver
its loss in five games this season in the
first rematch of their first-round play-
off series from last spring.

Karl-Anthony Towns added 21
points and eight rebounds and Mike
Conley had 17 points on 7-for-9
shooting. The Timberwolves made
26 for 27 free throws.

Nikola Jokic had 25 points and
10 rebounds for Denver.

Nets 109, Heat 105

In Miami, Mikal Bridges scored
21 points, Lonnie Walker IV and
Armoni Brooks each added 17 and
Brooklyn overcame a 15-point sec-
ond-half deficit to beat Miami.

Dorian Finney-Smith scored all
15 of his points in the second half
for Brooklyn, and Cam Thomas had
13 for the Nets.

Tyler Herro scored 30 points for
Miami, which has dropped four
straight to fall to 1-4 - its worst five-
game start since opening 0-5 in the
2007-08 season.

Raptors 130, Bucks 111

In Toronto, Dennis Schroder had
season highs of 24 points and 11 as-
sists, and Toronto beat Milwaukee
to snap a three-game losing streak.

Pascal Siakam added 26 points,
and Scottie Barnes scored 21 points
and matched his season best with
12 rebounds. Toronto’s biggest
lead with 27 points.

Giannis Antetokounmpo scored 16
points and Damian Lillard had 15 for

the Bucks. Antetokounmpo shot 5 for
11, and Lillard was 4 for 9.

Trail Blazers 110, Pistons 101

In Detroit, Shaedon Sharpe
scored 26 of his 29 points in the
second half and Portland overcame
an 18-point deficit to beat Detroit.

Former Piston Jeremi Grant add-
ed 24 points for the Trail Blazers,
and Deandre Ayton had 16 points,
11 rebounds five steals and a block
in his first game against Pistons
coach Monty Williams since they
both left the Phoenix Suns.

Cade Cunningham had 30 points
for Detroit, but missed 16 of 27
shots and turned the ball over six
times. The Pistons shot 37.8% in a
42-point second half.

Hawks 130, Wizards 121
In Atlanta, Dejounte Murray had
24 points and Atlanta beat Wash-
ington for its third straight win.
Two days after matching his ca-
reer high with 41 points against
Minnesota, Murray shot 10 for 15
from the field, including 3 for 5
from 3-point range. Trae Young
added 23 points and 10 assists.
Kyle Kuzma led Washington
with 25 points.

Jazz 133, Grizzlies109

In Salt Lake City, Collin Sexton
scored 23 points and Lauri Mark-
kanen had 19 points and 11 re-
bounds to power Utah past reeling
Memphis.

Desmond Bane scored 21 points
and Jaren Jackson Jr. added 19 for
winless Memphis (0-5).

Cavaliers 95, Knicks 89

In New York, Donovan Mitch-
ell scored 30 points and Cleveland
beat New York to snap a three-
game skid.

Caris LeVert added 19 points and
Eric Mobley had 14.

Jalen Brunson led New York
with 24 points.

Pelicans 110, Thunder 106

In Oklahoma City, CJ McCollum
had 29 points and 11 rebounds and
New Orleans overcame a 22-point
deficit to beat Oklahoma City.

Zion Williamson added 20 points,
nine rebounds and eight assists.

Shai Gilgeous-Alexander scored
20 points for Oklahoma City.

Rockets 128, Hornets 119
In Houston, Jalen Green scored
23 points, Fred VanVleet added 22
points and 11 assists and Houston
beat Charlotte for its first victory of
the season.

PARIS, Nov 2, (AP): Novak Djokov-
ic demonstrated his desire to finish the
season as the No. 1 men’s player for
a record eighth time by beating To-
mas Martin Etcheverry 6-3, 6-2 in the
second round of the Paris Masters on
Wednesday.

Djokovic was competing in his first
singles match since mid-September
when he played for Serbia in the
group stage of the Davis Cup.

“At the beginning of the match, it
was a bit difficult for me to find the
rhythm,” the top-seeded Djokovic
said on court, “but at the end of the
second set, it was really good.”

Djokovic won five straight games
to take the opening set with an ace and
lead 2-0 in the second set.

The Serbian player only faced one
break point that he saved with a fore-
hand cross-court winner at 1-0 in the
second set.

A six-time champion at the Paris
Masters, Djokovic increased his lead
to 5-1 before converting his third
match point when Etcheverry netted
a backhand.

Djokovic can widen the gap with
No. 2 Carlos Alcaraz in the race for
the year-end top spot after the Span-
iard lost to qualifier Roman Safiullin
on Tuesday.

TENNIS

Alcaraz is the only player who can
overtake Djokovic after Daniil Med-
vedev dropped out of contention after
he was beaten by Grigor Dimitrov
6-3, 6-7 (4), 7-6 (2) earlier Wednes-
day.

Djokovic had racked up 500 more
points than Alcaraz this season before
the Paris Masters.

Djokovic won’t be able to clinch
the year-end No. 1 spot in Paris since
Alcaraz still gets 10 points for his
second-round defeat.

There are 1,000 points for the Paris
Masters winner and 1,500 points for a
perfect run at the ATP Finals.

Djokovic holds the men’s record
with seven year-end No. 1 finishes,
one more than Pete Sampras. Wom-
en’s tennis great Steffi Graf holds the
record with eight.

“Of course, my greatest motiva-
tion is still love for the game. I really
like competing. So, as simple as that,”
Djokovic had told a news conference
on Saturday. “And then, you know, I
always have goals, you know, and to
win another slam, to be No. 1 again,
to finish the year as No. 1. Those are
let’s say the big goals.”

Medvedev was booed off the court
after remonstrating with the crowd
during the match.

The crowd got under Medvedev’s
skin in the 11th game of the second
set, jeering him as he was about to
serve after he had thrown his racket.
The third-ranked Russian went back
to his chair and complained to the
referee before talking directly to the
spectators in French.

“If there’s one who whistles, I don’t
play,” Medvedev told the crowd.

".l!‘ ’ 5 i-f—-.__,
Serbia’s Novak Djokovic returns
the ball to Argentina’s Tomas Mar-
tin Etcheverry during the second
round of the Paris Masters tennis
tournament, at the Accor Arena,
Wednesday Nov 1, 2023 in Paris.
(AP)

“You don’t whistle, I play. So, you
shut your mouths.”

From that moment, the crowd over-
whelmingly threw its support behind
Dimitrov, and Medvedev appeared
to make a rude hand gesture toward
some spectators as he walked off the
court after the loss.

“I play in Bercy much better when
there is no crowd at all in attendance,”
Medvedev joked afterward, referring
to winning the Paris Masters title in
2020 during the pandemic in an emp-
ty arena. “That’s the only time I won
the tournament.”

Dimitrov lost to Medvedev in the
second round of the Erste Bank Open
in Austria last week, but the Bulgar-
ian hit 45 winners on Wednesday
compared to 22 for the Russian, who
double-faulted eight times.

Dimitrov whipped a forehand passing
shot to break for a 4-2 lead in the final
set but he failed to serve out the match
at 5-3 as Medvedev saved four match
points, including one 47-shot rally.

Medvedev saved two more match
points on his serve at 6-5 but Dimi-
trov jumped out to a 5-0 lead in the
decisive tiebreaker and converted his
seventh match point with a forehand
volley.

Meanwhile, the 12th-seeded Tommy
Paul can no longer qualify for the ATP
Finals after losing to qualifier Botic Van
de Zandschulp 6-4, 2-6, 6-3. Stefanos
Tsitsipas, Hubert Hurkacz and Alex de
Minaur stayed in contention for the three
remaining spots at the eight-man tourna-
ment that will be played in Turin from
Nov. 12-19.

Before the Paris Masters, Djokovic,
Alcaraz, Medvedev, Jannik Sinner
and Andrey Rublev had already quali-
fied for the ATP Finals.

The seventh-seeded Tsitsipas beat
Felix Auger-Aliassime 6-3, 7-6 (4),
the 11th-seeded Hurkacz cruised past
Roberto Bautista Agut 6-3, 6-2, and
the 13th-seeded de Minaur rallied past
Dusan Lajovic 4-6, 6-4, 6-4.

American team top wrestling medal table

Oly medalist Snyder leads US wrestlers
to gold medal sweep at Pan Am Games

SANTIAGO, Chile, Nov 2, (AP):
Two-time Olympic medalist Kyle
Snyder led the United States wres-
tling team to four Pan American
gold medals on Wednesday, the first
day of the event in Santiago. The
27-year-old, one of the top athletes
competing in Chile, easily won all
his bouts to secure his third consecu-
tive continental title.

PAN AM GAMES

The star wrestler’s teammates
came close to dominating just as
much, and just like Snyder they are
likely to secure a spot in the Paris
Olympics next year and fight for
medals there, too. The athlete from
Maryland was Olympic champion in
Rio de Janeiro in 2016 and won sil-
ver in Tokyo in 2021.

Snyder later said he had his mind
in 2024 as soon as he won the final

Kyle Snyder of the United States,
gold, poses on the podium of the
men’s 97kg wrestling freestyle
event at the Pan American Games

in Chile.

Snyder has been affected by in-
juries during the current Olympic
cycle, but still won three world
championship medals recently. He is
currently riding the longest Olympic
and World medal streak in American
history; nine in a row since 2015.

Later, the 24-year-old Mason Par-
ris, a bronze medalist in this year’s
world championships, beat Venezu-

ela’s José Diaz 2-0 in the 125-ki-
logram category. Despite the tight
score, the American faced little
risk of losing; his opponent clearly
played for a late takedown, but
failed.

When asked about being team-
mates with Snyder, Parris’ face im-
mediately lit up.

The 29-year-old Zane Richards
brought the U.S. its third gold medal
in wrestling with a 10-0 victory over
Venezuela’s Oscar Tigreros in the
57-kilogram category.

The last final of the day had
27-year-old Tyler Berger topping
Cuba’s Franklin Marén 3-0 in the
74-kilogram category.

The U.S. team finished first in the
wrestling medal table in the past two
editions of the continent’s largest
multi-sports event, in Toronto and in
Lima. Cuba came out on top in the
sport’s medal table at the 2011 Pan
American Games in Guadalajara.

Zane Richards of the United States (left), competes with Colombia’s Oscar Tigreros during the men’s 57kg wres-
tling freestyle final bout at the Pan American Games Santiago, Chile, Wednesday, Nov 1, 2023. (AP)
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15 riders participate

Messila Equestrian Club new coach Al-Alawi
‘conducts’ team’s inaugural training session

KUWAIT CITY, Nov 2: Bahraini
coach Adnan Al-Alawi recently arrived
in the country to commence training
the riders at Messila Equestrian Club in
the upcoming period.

The club’s management, under the
leadership of Badr Tariq Al-Mailem,
finalized the contract with Coach Al-
Alawi after negotiations that began in
May. He officially assumed his duties
, conducting the team’s inaugural train-
ing session, which saw the participa-
tion of over 15 male and female riders.

EQUESTRIAN

In his initial statement to the press
within the confines of Messila Club,
Bahraini coach Adnan Al-Alawi shared
his journey, noting that he moved to the
Republic of Germany in 2014 and es-
tablished an equestrian training center
nine years ago. He expressed his aspi-
rations to foster a partnership between
Messila Club and the equestrian center
in Germany.

Al-Alawi remarked, “I have a prior
connection with Kuwait and Kuwaiti
equestrianism. I visited Kuwait four
years ago, attended various tourna-

Bahraini coach Adnan Al-Alawi.

ments, and observed the growing
camaraderie between Bahrain and
Kuwait in the realm of equestrian
sports.”

Bahraini coach Adnan Al-Alawi
harbors the ambition of qualifying one
or even two riders from Messila Club

to represent the Kuwaiti national team
in regional championships. He under-
lined that Messila Club aims to become
a formidable competitor among other
clubs, with the overarching goal of el-
evating the technical standards of Ku-
waiti equestrian sports.

Kuwait International Martial Arts Championship set for Saturday

KUWAIT CITY, Nov 2: The Fourth
Kuwait International Martial Arts
Championship for Professionals is
set to kick off at 5:00 pm on Satur-
day, taking place at Al-Zumurroda
Hall in the Salwa area. This excit-
ing event will feature a total of eight
fights, including four professional
boxing matches and four Muay Thai
bouts, culminating in a champion-
ship belt fight.

In the realm of professional box-
ing, boxers Adnan Al-Qazwini and
Jarrah Al-Anzi will compete for the
(KSP) Middle East belt, while the
Muay Thai category will see Leba-
nese fighter Muhannad Al-Maghribi
face off against Tunisian contender
Hatem Jouaa.

MIXED MARTIAL ARTS

Meshal Al-Fajji, owner of the
Sports Promotion Company (KSP)
and the representative of the World
Boxing Council (WBC) in Kuwait,
has assured that all preparations for
the international tournament have
been finalized. He expressed confi-
dence that the tournament’s fights
will be highly competitive, drawing
the best talent from both sports. Al-
Fajji also mentioned that ticket res-
ervations can be made through the
Eventat application.

The organizing committee of the
tournament has allocated substan-
tial financial and in-kind prizes for
the winners of these eight thrilling
matches. It is hoped that these con-
tests will captivate and be appreciat-
ed by fans of both boxing and Muay

Thai. Jarrah Al-Anazi, one of the par-
ticipating boxers, affirmed his excep-
tional technical and physical readi-
ness as he aims to claim the KSP
belt for the Middle East, marking the
commencement of his professional
journey in the noble art of boxing.

KSP owner Meshal Al-Fajji

Al-Qadsia lock horns with

Kazma without their fans
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Al-Shabab face Al-dahra; League takes break after 7th round

By Hassan Musa
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Nov 2:
The Zain Premier League
will be temporarily sus-
pended until November 25,
owing to Al-Arabi and Ku-
wait’s involvement in the
AFC Cup competitions and
the Kuwaiti national team’s
participation in the qualifi-
ers for the 2026 World Cup
and the 2027 Asian Cup
after the seventh round
matches.

Al-Shabab face Al-Jahra at 7:00
pm today.

The round will conclude with
two matches tomorrow. The first
match will see Al-Salmiya go up
against Khaitan at the Mohammed
Al-Hamad Stadium at 5:30 pm,
followed by Kazma against Al-
Qadsia at the Friendship and Peace
Stadium at 8:28 pm.

SOCCER

The match between Al-Qadsia and
Kazma is one of the standout fixtures
of this round. Al- Qadsia, with 12
points, face Kazma, which have 10
points. However, Al-Qadsia will play

this match without their fans, following
a decision from the Football
Association’s Disciplinary Committee
due to incidents that occurred during
their match against Kuwait in the pre-
vious round.

Both teams appear to be evenly
matched, with Al-Qadsia performing
impressively against the league lead-
ers in the last round, coming close to
victory but settling for a draw.
Winning this match is crucial for
Al-Qadsia’s  coach, = Muhammad
Ibrahim, to maintain their position
among the top teams and keep their
title aspirations alive.

On the other hand, Kazma aim to
continue their good performances and
secure a second consecutive victory
after a convincing win over Khaitan in

the previous round. Kazma have expe-
rienced some inconsistency, as their
victory against Khaitan came after a
loss to Al-Shabab in the fifth round.

In the second match scheduled for
tomorrow, Al Salmiya, with 9 points,
look to maintain their recent form with
a fourth victory and get closer to the
league leaders. Meanwhile, Khaitan,
with 5 points, hope to regain their ear-
ly-season form and confidence.

Al-Shabab, with 5 points, are look-
ing to capitalize on the struggles of
their opponents and secure their second
victory in the competition. Al-Jahra,
currently at the bottom of the standings
with 1 point, hopes that this match will
serve as a turning point for their team,
as any result other than a win would
put them in a challenging position.

De Ligt hurt ahead of ‘Klassiker’ with Dortmund

Bayern Munich crash out of German Cup

SAARBRUECKEN, Germany, Nov 2,
(AP): Bayern Munich crashed out of
the German Cup in a 2-1 loss to third-
division Saarbruecken as coach Thom-
as Tuchel said defender Matthijs de
Ligt suffered a “very painful” knee in-
jury ahead of the weekend’s “Klassik-
er” against Borussia Dortmund.

Bayern seemed set to cruise through
the second-round game when Thomas
Miiller opened the scoring in the 16th
minute but Saarbruecken leveled just
before halftime and Marcel Gaus won
the game with a deflected shot in the
sixth minute of stoppage time.

The final whistle sparked jubilation
for Saarbruecken, whose substitutes
and staff ran onto the field to celebrate
in a huddle with the team.

Dutch defender de Ligt went off in the
24th minute. The only other specialist
center backs in Bayern’s first-team squad
are Kim Min-jae and Dayot Upamecano,
who has missed the last month with a
hamstring injury. That meant midfielder
Joshua Kimmich dropping back to part-

Dortmund’s Youssoufa Moukoko
is in action during the German
Soccer Cup second round match
between Borussia Dortmund and

TSG Hoffenheim in Dortmund,
Germany. (AP)

ner Kim in defense.

Bayern coach Tuchel said it ap-
peared to be a repeat of a knee injury
that de Ligt suffered in September

which sidelined him for three weeks.
“It’s the same knee again, the same
capsule (in the joint) again. It’s very
painful but there is currently no diag-
nosis yet,” he said.

Kimmich won’t be an option for Sat-
urday’s “Klassiker” at Dortmund be-
cause he’s suspended after a red card last
week. Forward Serge Gnabry has been

SOCCER

out since September, first with a broken
arm, then with illness - but played half
an hour off the bench Wednesday - while
midfielder Leon Goretzka is recover-
ing from hand surgery. Manuel Neuer
played the full game in Bayern’s goal in
his second appearance after more than
10 months out with a broken leg.

Ahead of the game, there had been
concerns over the state of the field.
Saarbruecken’s last home game Sun-
day had been stopped at halftime be-
cause the surface was waterlogged,

sparking an intensive effort to drain it
in time for Bayern’s visit.

Bayern have now lost in the second
round of the German Cup for three of
the last four seasons. It’s another cup
sensation for Saarbruecken, which
reached the semifinals in 2019-20 from
the regional fourth tier.

League leaders Bayer Leverkusen
needed a late flurry of goals to make
it into the third round. Coach Xabi
Alonso made eight changes to his team
in a 5-2 win over third-division Sand-
hausen, but had to bring key players
like Granit Xhaka and Florian Wirtz on
from the bench in pursuit of the win.

The game was heading for extra
time with the score at 2-2 before Adam
Hlozek headed Leverkusen back into the
lead in the 85th minute. Two goals from
Amine Adli then made sure of the win.

“It’s about progressing and that’s
what we did today,” Leverkusen mid-
fielder Robert Andrich said. “In two
weeks, no one will ask how we did it.
It was a tough game.”

Madrid host Rayo

Morata & Griezmann have
Atletico poised for title run

BARCELONA, Spain, Nov 2, (AP):
Antoine Griezmann and Alvaro Morata
have Atletico Madrid dreaming of a ti-
tle run in the Spanish league this season.

The France forward and Spain
striker have scored 13 goals in the
league and Atletico are the only team
to beat leader Real Madrid so far this
campaign.

Atletico visit Las Palmas on Fri-
day seeking a win to pull level with
Madrid and second-place Girona at
the top of the table. Diego Simeone’s
side also have a game in hand. Ma-
drid host Rayo Vallecano on Sunday
with Jude Bellingham in outstanding
form. The England midfielder struck
twice in a 2-1 comeback at Barcelona
in last weekend’s “clasico” game to
give him 13 goals in as many games
overall.

Girona visits Osasuna on Saturday,
when Barcelona need to respond to
their loss to
Madrid on their
visit to fifth-
place Real So-
ciedad.

After
11 rounds,
Atletico have
emerged as the
top threat to
Carlo Ancelot-
ti’s Madrid.

They  have
proven to be the only team capable of
beating Madrid, when in September
Morata scored a double and Griez-
mann added another goal in a 3-1 win
at Atletico’s stadium. Atletico also
have a game in hand after a match
against Sevilla was postponed due to
bad weather.

“We have to keep doing our own
thing,” Simeone said about his team
after last round’s 2-1 win over Alaves
which tied its longest home winning
streak of 14 straight victories.

Simeone’s side started clicking in
the second half of last season, when it
finished third in the standings mainly
because of its poor start to the cam-
paign, and that good form has carried

Morata

over to 2023/24.

That momentum is largely thanks
to the attacking partnership of Morata
and Griezmann.

Morata, now 31, joined Atletico in
midway through the 2018-19 season
from Chelsea, where he failed to reach
his potential after standing out both at
Real Madrid and on loan at Juventus.

But at Atletico he lacked the ruth-
lessness of Atletico’s former striker
Diego Costa, and was soon shipped
back on loan to Juventus, making
room for a veteran Luis Sudrez to lead
Atletico to the 2021 league title.

Morata returned to Atletico when
his loan deal ran out at the start of
last season, but he only kept his start-
ing job, reportedly, because Atletico
couldn’t find a better replacement.

Atletico are now more than happy
with the player, whose seniority with
the national team has led him to be-
coming Spain’s captain following
the international retirement of Sergio
Busquets.

SOCCER

Morata is off a great start with nine
goals - six in the league and three in
the Champions League - in 12 appear-
ances.

“Alvaro is the same player, just that
now he is finishing his chances better,”
Simeone said recently about Morata.
“He had the opportunities to score more
goals in past seasons, and we have to
help him continue to grow and keep this
level of performance up, which is the
most complicated thing in soccer.”

Griezmann, 32, similarly spent two
seasons at Barcelona before returning
to Atletico in 2021, when he had to
endure jeers from some fans before
he quickly restored his status as team
leader, scorer and playmaker. He has
matched Morata’s goal tally with nine
overall, including a team-high seven
goals in the league.

Atletico are hoping to have a third
strong scorer when Memphis Depay
recovers from injury.

Belhaj joins Kuwait camp in Manama

By Khaled EI Anzi
Al-Sayassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Nov 2: Tunisian
professional Khaled Belhaj joined
the camp of Al-Kuwait Club team
in the Bahraini capital, Manama,
through which “Al-Abyad” is pre-
paring to participate in the Handball
Club World Cup “Saudi Super Globe
20237, which will be held in the city
of Dammam from November 5-12.
The 21st Asian Club Championship,
which will be held in Kuwait from the
14th to the 25th of the same month,
and Al-Ameed signed Al-Hajj on loan
from Al-Ahly of Qatar.

Khaled Belhaj, a talented player,
became the fourth professional on
the team’s roster, joining Brazilian
pro Vinicius and the Kuwait profes-
sionals for the current season: Qatari
Frankis Marzo and Portuguese Angel
Hernandez.

In the Super Globe draw, Kuwait
have been placed in the second group
alongside Argentinian clubs San
Fernando and German teams. Mean-

while, Kefan Sons will compete in
the Asian Club Championship’s first
group, alongside defending champi-
ons Bahraini star Al-Gharafa, Saudi
Arabia’s Al-Khaleej, and Palestine’s
Al-Salah, as well as the Indian Gold-
en Eagle.

The team recently welcomed back
key players, including Saif Al-Ad-
wani, Abdullah Al-Gharabally, and
Fawaz Al-Shammari after their re-
covery, while Mohamed Amer, who
is expected to return to training in
January, remained on the roster.

The camp will continue until the
5th of this month, marking their de-
parture for Dammam. The delegation
is led by Game Director Sameh Al-
Hajri and includes Technical Direc-
tor Haitham Al-Rashidi, Brazilian
Assistant Thiago Oliveira, Brazilian
Physical Trainer Luis, Goalkeeping
Coach Ali Al-Khader, and Dr. Yassin
Booker. The team comprises 20 play-
ers, including Portuguese profession-
al Angel Hernandez, Tunisian Khaled
Belhaj, Brazilian Vinicius, and Qatari
Frankis Marzo.

Khaled Belhaj is impeded as he goes for a shot.
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rah Al-Hawal on their outstanding
achievement of winning the bronze

SHOOTING

medal in the mixed doubles shooting
competition during the 15th Asian
Championship in South Korea.

Also sharpshooter Al-Rashidi se-
cured the bronze medal in the individ-
ual shooting competition.

Newcastle end Man Utd .......

India’s Mohammed Shami
(center) hold the ball as he
celebrates his five-wicket haul
after dismissing Sri Lanka’s
Kasun Rajitha during the ICC
Men'’s Cricket World Cup
match between India and Sri
Lanka in Mumbai, India. (AP)

Al-Rashidi, Al-Hawal win bronze at Asian Champ’ship

SEOUL, Nov 2: Public Authority for
Sport extends its congratulations to
shooters Talal Al-Rashidi and Sa-

Sepahan penalized over canceled ACL match

TEHRAN, Iran, Nov 2, (AP): Iranian soccer team Sepa-
han were penalized with a 3-0 loss and a fine over a
canceled Asian Champions League match against Saudi
Arabia’s Al Ittihad, Iranian media reported.

The match was called off last month when the Saudi
team — featuring former Premier League stars such as
N’Golo Kante and Fabinho — walked out at the last min-
ute, apparently over the presence of a statue.

Iran’s foreign ministry had earlier said that an agree-
ment had been reached to replay the match, amid con-

the Middle East.

matches at home.

‘defense’ of League Cup

Chelsea advance

MANCHESTER, England,
Nov 2, (AP): Manchester
United’s season descended
deeper into crisis after a
3-0 home loss against New-
castle ended their defense
of the League Cup and
heaped more pressure on

manager Erik ten Hag.

Defeat in the round-of-16 game
was United’s eighth loss in all
competitions this season and the
latest blow for English soccer’s
most storied club.

It is 10 years since United were
last competing for club soccer’s big-
gest prizes when they won the Pre-
mier League title in former manager
Alex Ferguson’s final season. The
wait to return to their former glories
looks as far away now as at any point
since then, with their current form
pointing toward another season of
disappointment.

The League Cup may not be a pri-
ority for a club of United’s stature,
but it provided Ten Hag’s finest mo-
ment in the job when in February he

SOCCER

led the team to the trophy by beating
Newecastle at Wembley Stadium and
ended their six-year wait for silver-
ware. That is a distant memory as
United’s season continues to slide.

United suffered a 3-0 loss at home
to Manchester City in the Premier
League on Sunday, and Saudi-
backed Newcastle’s repeat of that
scoreline raises further questions for
Ten Hag.

The Dutch coach, who won three
league titles with Ajax, was mocked
by Newecastle’s fans throughout the
game as they chanted that he would
be fired in the morning. While there
has been no suggestion Ten Hag’s
position is under threat, United’s
poor form is of growing concern.

After the game he described him-
self as “a fighter,” adding he was
confident he would overcome a trou-
bled start to the campaign.

Newcastle were too much of a
challenge y as first-half goals from
substitute Miguel Almiron and Lew-
is Hall put the visitors in control by
the break and Joe Willock completed
the scoring after an hour.

Defeat came despite Ten Hag
naming a starting lineup that had
cost around half a billion dollars -
even without $82 million off-season
signing Rasmus Hojlund, as well as
Bruno Fernandes and Marcus Rash-
ford.

By the time those players were
called for in an attempt to turn the
game around in the second half, Ten
Hag had fielded around $720 million
of talent.

It made little difference to the out-
come.

United had offered little penetra-
tion in the first half and went behind
in the 28th minute after being caught
on the break. Alejandro Garnacho
lost possession in Newcastle’s half,
which gave Tino Livramento the
chance to burst forward and find
the run of Almiron, who beat Andre
Onana from inside the box.

The lead was doubled eight min-
utes later, with United once again
guilty of creating problems for itself.

Indecisiveness at the back even-
tually led to Harry Maguire tamely
heading Willock’s cross from the
left. His clearance only went as far as
the edge of the area, where Hall was
waiting to volley through a crowd of
players and into the bottom corner.

Ten Hag made changes at half-
time, notably taking off his captain
Casemiro. But Newcastle extended

cerns that the incident could further strain a recent rap-
prochement between Saudi Arabia and Iran, longtime
rivals who have backed opposite sides in conflicts across

But Iranian media reported that the Asian Football
Confederation ruled that Al Ittihad should be awarded a
3-0 win and that Sepahan should pay a fine of $200,000.
According to the reports, Sepahan were also banned
from hosting its next three Asian Champions League

orts

Bronze medalists Talal Al-Rashidi and Sarah Al-Hawal.

Hamza makes notable gesture in Turkey

ISTANBUL, Nov 2: Hamza Behbe-
hani clinched the title at the Unified
International Turkey Championship,
held under the auspices of the Inter-
national Boxing Federation (IBO) and
the World Boxing Council (WBC).

He achieved this victory by defeating
Turkish boxer Orhan Nameli in the
second round, prompting the referee
to halt the bout. This thrilling contest
took place at the Hilton Hotel Circuit
in Istanbul, Turkey.
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Hamza Behbehani is congratulated after stopping Turkish boxer Orhan Nameli in second round.

Shami finishes with 5-18 in five overs, his second five-wicket haul

India dismantle Sri Lanka to book semifinal spot

its lead when Willock carried the
ball to the edge of the area and swept
a low shot past Onana.

Newcastle now travel to Chelsea
in the quarterfinals.

Chelsea put their troubles in the
league behind them with a 2-0 win
against second division Blackburn.

Defeat against Brentford over the
weekend left the London club in
11th place in the standings and fac-
ing a fight to challenge for Champi-
ons League qualification. But man-
ager Mauricio Pochettino moved
a step closer to his first trophy in
charge as goals from Benoit Badi-
ashile and Raheem Sterling secured
the win against Blackburn at Stam-
ford Bridge.

Everton are also finding joy in this
competition. While they look like
being another league battle for sur-
vival for the Merseyside club, they
saw off Burnley 3-0 at Goodison
Park and now face a home match
against Fulham in the quarterfinals.
Fulham secured their place in the last
eight with a 3-1 win against second
division Ipswich.

Darwin Nunez scored a 70th-
minute winner as Liverpool won
2-1 at Bournemouth. Jurgen
Klopp’s team won the competition
in 2022 and are back in the hunt for
more silverware after ending last
season trophyless.

Liverpool are the highest-ranked
team left in the cup and next host
West Ham, which beat Arsenal 3-1.

There will be a team from outside
of the Premier League in the semi-
finals after third division Port Vale
was drawn against second-tier Mid-
dlesbrough.

MUMBAI, India, Nov 2, (AP): In-
dia became the first team to secure a
semifinal spot at the Cricket World
Cup after Mohammed Siraj bowled a
stellar opening spell to help the hosts
dismantle Sri Lanka for a 302-run win
on Thursday.

Siraj took three wickets for nought

in the first seven balls as Sri Lanka lost
their first four wickets for just three
runs within 19 deliveries.

Mohammed Shami then took four

wickets in three overs in his opening
spell, as Sri Lanka were bowled out for
55 runs in 19.4 overs. That was after
Shubman Gill’s 92 and a quick-fire 82
off 56 balls from Shreyas Iyer helped
India reach 357-8. It was the second
biggest margin of victory in World Cup
history.

Shami finished with 5-18 in five

overs, his second five-wicket haul in
this tournament. Siraj finished with
3-16 in seven overs.

Virat Kohli also scored 88 runs,
and he and Gill put on 189 for India’s
second wicket. It was the highest team
score without an individual hundred in
a World Cup.

India rose atop the points’ table with
a perfect record after seven games and
are the only unbeaten side in the tourna-
ment.They will play their semifinal at
the same venue on Nov. 15, unless they
meet archrivals Pakistan in the last
four - in which case the game would be
played in Kolkata on Nov. 16.

With a fifth defeat in seven games,
Sri Lanka still have a mathematical
chance of reaching the semifinals by
winning its remaining two games, but
will also need other results going their

Newcastle’s Miguel Almiron (front), scores his side’s opening goal during
the EFL Cup fourth round soccer match between Manchester United and

Newcastle at Old Trafford stadium in Manchester, England. (AP)

way.

Siraj’s stunning opening spell be-
gan with Jasprit Bumrah sending back
opener Pathum Nissanka for a first-ball
duck, out Ibw. He then trapped Dimuth
Karunaratne lbw for a golden duck,
Sadeera Samarawickrama was caught
at slip for a four-ball duck, while Kusal
Mendis was bowled for one run.

The scorecard read an astonishing
3-4 after 3.1 overs - the joint lowest
total for the top four batsmen in ODIs,
matching Pakistan’s one run against
West Indies in 2015.

CRICKET

Sri Lanka’s problems weren’t over
yet, as India deployed Shami at the oth-
er end and he picked up three wickets
in his first nine deliveries.

Charith Asalanka was out for one,
while Dushan Hemantha and Dush-
mantha Chameera were caught behind
without troubling the scorers.

Only Angelo Mathews managed
more than a run amongst the first eight
batsmen, and then reached double dig-
its, scoring 12 off 25 balls.

The 1996 champions were down to
14 runs for six wickets in 9.4 overs. It
became 22-7 in 11.3 overs, and Shami
then bowled Mathews to make it 29-8
in 13.1 overs. Five Sri Lankan batsmen
were out for a duck, and only three
managed to reach double digits.

Shami picked up his fifth wicket
as Kasun Rajitha was caught at slip,
making him India’s leading bowler in
World Cups with 45 wickets. He went
past Javagal Srinath and Zaheer Khan,
both with 44 wickets.

Put into bat, India had made a poor
start as Dilshan Madushanka stunned
the Wankhede into silence by bowling
Rohit Sharma for four off the second
ball of the Indian innings.

ni stops Nameli in 2nd round for title

Behbehani, renowned as both a
martial arts champion and profes-
sional boxer, made a notable gesture
by wearing the Palestinian keffiyeh
before entering the ring, as a symbol
of solidarity with the people of Gaza.
He emphasized that this humanitar-
ian gesture was a show of support for
the Palestinian people in Gaza, recog-

BOXING

nizing the significant sacrifices they
endure daily in their defense of their
homeland and resources. Hamza Beh-
behani stated, “This is the least we can
do for our fellow people and brothers
who are under siege in Gaza. We hope
for a swift resolution to this crisis and
the restoration of their rightful rights.”

In addition to his sporting achieve-
ments, Behbehani is a member of
the Board of Directors of the Kuwait
Olympic Committee. He expressed his
gratitude to Sheikh Mubarak Al-Faisal
Al-Nawaf for his invaluable support to
the people of Kuwait in various sports.

lbra could return to
‘beleaguered’ Milan

MILAN, Nov 2, (AP): A belea-
guered AC Milan could be set to
call on their talismanic Swede yet
again.

Zlatan Ibrahimovi¢ officially
retired at the end of last season
with an emotional speech at San
Siro that left almost everyone in
the stadium in tears, including his
teammates.

But during a disappointing Oc-
tober that saw Milan win just one
game, the Rossoneri have report-
edly been in constant contact with
the 42-year-old about a potential
return to the club in a backroom
capacity.

Milan’s American owner Gerry
Cardinale met with Ibrahimovié¢
on two successive days in Sep-
tember and could be set for further
talks when Cardinale returns to
the city for Tuesday’s Champions
League match against Paris Saint-
Germain.

So the Rossoneri are gearing up
for a crucial week on an off the
field as they look to turn their form
around.

Milan started October top of
Serie A but have now slipped
to third place - albeit only three
points behind league leaders Inter
Milan. They struggled to a narrow
1-0 win at promoted Genoa, lost at
home to Juventus and then gave
up a two-goal lead to draw 2-2 at
Napoli.

They should find things eas-
ier on Saturday against lowly
Udinese, which are one of only
two teams yet to win a match in
Serie A this season.

But coach Stefano Pioli will
have to decide whether to take
the risk of resting some players
ahead of the match against PSG
three days later in the Champi-
ons League, where the situation is
even more dire.

Milan have yet to record a win
or even score a goal in Europe this
season and sit bottom of Group F
with just two points. They lost 3-0
in Paris last week.

After that loss - which came
just three days after the defeat to
Juventus - Milan appeared to have
bounced back when it took a 2-0
lead at halftime in Naples with two
goals from Olivier Giroud but it
ended up with just a point.

Giroud clearly showed his frus-
tration when he was substituted
with nine minutes remaining. The
veteran France forward yelled out
“no” and hit his hands on his legs
as he looked at Pioli before walk-
ing off and sitting on an ice box
next to the bench for the rest of the
match.

Teammate Rafael Ledo also
reacted angrily toward the coach
when he was taken off at the same
time.

Pioli’s job doesn’t appear to be
at risk at the moment, although
anything but a win over Udinese
could change matters.
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