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‘Keep distance for uninterrupted operations’

Kuwait urges maritime caution around Al-Zour Refinery

What happened in Gaza must be subjected to an Arab tribunal

By Ahmed Al-Jarallah
Editor-in-Chief, the Arab Times

IT is necessary to open up about a fateful
issue like the one that the Gaza Strip and its
people, indeed the entire Palestinian people,
are experiencing.

For the past 75 years, the Palestinians
have been a victim of Arab hypocrisy, flat-
tery, and fake victories that organizations
exploit to strengthen their political pres-
ence. They were exploited by leaders to
hoard more money and live in bliss, while
millions languish below the poverty line
and in camps, and do not have the minimum
natural rights.

The “humanitarian truce” that was an-
nounced is nothing more than an attempt
to reveal the truth of
what Hamas did on

u October 7th through
the kill-

terrible

ing and destruction.
Al-Jarallah

Eventually, after 50
| days of fighting, the
?JJ Hamas  Movement
2 submitted to the Is-
raeli conditions, and
this is considered a
major defeat for it.

That is why we
hope that Ismail Hani-
yeh, Khaled Meshal, and their entire clique,
will not come out to us to declare that what
happened is a divine victory, or repeat the
statement issued by Hassan Nasrallah after
the 2006 war - If I had known that kidnap-
ping the two Israeli soldiers would lead to
all this killing and destruction, we would not
have done it - followed by the destruction of
Lebanon and the fall of hundreds of Leba-
nese victims.

Today, any words issued by Hamas lead-
ers regarding achieving gains are just “emp-
ty” words, and have no place in politics, es-
pecially after Haniyeh came out to say with
his usual elegance, “We are still holding the
strings of the game, and that the truce is a
victory for the Palestinian people.”

That is why we frankly say it to him -
You are the defeated one, and the Arabs are
also defeated, because they were not able to
bring in a single aid truck, except after Tel
Aviv’s approval and inspection.

We hoped that rationality would prevail
in the Arab world, and that there would be a
vision, so that all the opportunists would not
be allowed to invest in Palestinian blood,
and when the hour of truth approached, they
all retreated into their hideout - Iran - which
for four decades portrayed itself as carrying
the banner of liberating Palestine and the
Agsa Mosque. However, in reality, it has
never fired a single bullet throughout those
years towards Israel, and on October 7th, it
complied with American and Israeli threats.

Likewise, Hezbollah acted rationally this
time, because its leaders saw that the wave
was greater than their capabilities. Instead
of boasting about the “unity of the arenas”
that implicated the Palestinians in this at-
tack, they worked to exploit the battle to
strengthen their political power in Lebanon.

As for the “Houthi” group, which tried to
expand its terrorism through attacks, today
it has fallen into a trap it set for itself, while
the Iraqi militias have committed more ad-
ventures that Tehran is currently investing
in its contacts with Washington to collect
more billions of dollars.

Regarding Syria, it acted rationally be-
cause it had no choice but to confront the
United States and Israel.

Is this adventure, which was committed
by the “Al-Qassam Brigades” without con-
sulting anyone, worth the death of 15,000
innocent people, including 7,000 children
and 5,000 women? Is it worth the destruc-
tion of 60 percent of the Gaza Strip, and the
displacement of about one and a half million
residents of the northern Strip to its southern
part?

In all this we beg to ask - What is the
benefit of all this? Perhaps there might be
some who say that the Palestinian issue has
returned to the forefront internationally, and
that the world public opinion has become
more supportive of it. But is this enough?
Isn’t the concern of the Americans, British,
French, Germans, and others in the world
only their internal issues and the improve-
ment of their lives, without caring about
what is happening abroad?

For 50 days, Khaled Meshal and the
leaders of Hamas disappeared, and all the
leaders of the so-called “axis of resistance”
disappeared, because they were feeling their
throats and trying to invest in the Palestinian
blood spilled on the streets of Gaza.

On the other hand, the popularity of the
Israeli extreme right increased, and armed
attacks on Palestinians in the West Bank
increased.

Likewise, the Israelis have become more
demanding to eliminate not only Hamas, but
also the forces supporting it. This means that
what comes after the truce will not be the
same as before it, and that the tragedy will
become even more horrific. Did Haniyeh,
Meshal, Sinwar, Al-Deif, and everyone who
looked around to understand, realize this?

Continued on Page 5
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KUWAIT CITY, Nov 26: In a public
announcement made via its official “X”
account (formerly known as Twitter) this
Sunday morning, the Kuwait Integrated
Petroleum Industries Company has ex-
tended an appeal to seafarers and fishing
boats, requesting them to exercise caution
and avoid approaching the vicinity of the
artificial island housing the Al-Zour Re-

finery, reports Al-Seyassah daily.

The company underscored the sig-
nificance of maintaining a safe distance
from the refinery’s location, emphasiz-
ing that the presence of fishing boats in
close proximity could potentially disrupt
the seamless movement of tankers and

Continued on Page 5

WAR CGLAIMS KEY HAMAS LEADER IN NORTHERN GAZA

Second wave of hostages
freed in tense Gaza swap

Truce fragile

DEIR AL-BALAH, Gaza
Strip, Nov 26, (Agencies):
The tense cease-fire be-
tween Israel and Hamas ap-
peared to be back on track
early Sunday after the re-
lease of a second group of
militant-held hostages and
Palestinians from Israeli
prisons, but the swap fol-
lowed an hours-long de-
lay that underscored the
truce’s fragility.

In a separate development,
Hamas announced Sunday that
one of its top commanders had
been killed, without saying when
or how.

The exchange was delayed Sat-
urday evening after Hamas accused
Israel of violating the agreement,
which has brought the first signifi-
cant pause in seven weeks of war
marked by the deadliest Israeli-
Palestinian violence in decades, vast
destruction and displacement across
the Gaza Strip, and a hostage crisis
that has shaken Israel.

Qatar and Egypt, which mediate
with Hamas, announced late Saturday
that the obstacles to the exchange had
been overcome. The militants released
13 Israelis and four Thais, while Israel
freed 39 Palestinian prisoners.

Thousands of people gathered in
central Tel Aviv late Saturday to call
for the release of all the estimated
240 people captured by Hamas in
its Oct. 7 rampage across southern
Israel, which ignited the war. They
accused Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu of not doing enough to
bring them back.

Pressure from the hostages’ fami-
lies has sharpened the dilemma fac-
ing the country’s leaders, who seek
to eliminate Hamas as a military and
governing power while returning all
the captives.

The war has already claimed the
lives of more than 1,200 Israelis,
mostly civilians killed by Hamas in
the initial attack. More than 13,300
Palestinians have been killed, rough-
ly two thirds of them women and mi-
nors, according to the Health Minis-
try in Hamas-ruled Gaza.

The four-day cease-fire, which be-
gan Friday, was brokered by Qatar,
Egypt and the United States. Hamas
is to release at least 50 Israeli hostag-
es, and Israel 150 Palestinian prison-
ers. All are women and minors.

Israel has said the truce can be
extended by an extra day for every
additional 10 hostages freed, but has
vowed to quickly resume its offen-
sive once it ends.

Hamas announced the death of
Ahmed al-Ghandour, who was in
charge of northern Gaza and a mem-
ber of its top military council. He is
the highest-ranking militant known to
have been killed in the fighting.

Continued on Page 5
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KUNA photo

Released Palestinian female detainee warmly welcomed by her family.

Newswatch

Winter solstice Dec 22

KUWAIT CITY, Nov 26, (KUNA): Al-
Ojeiri Scientific Center announced on
Sunday that the winter solstice would fall
on December 22nd.

The Winter Solstice occurs when the

sun becomes at its lowest daily maximum
elevation in the sky, leading to short day-
time hours and long evenings.

The center said in a statement, obtained

by Kuwait News Agency (KUNA), that
the same month would witness a group of
astronomical events like the meteor show-
ers called the Geminids.

a a a

MANAMA: The Office of the GCC’s
Technical Secretariat to Combat Harm-
ful Practices in International Trade has
started measures for anti-dumping inves-
tigations against some Gulf imports from
China, said the Bahraini Ministry of In-
dustry and Commerce.

The measures include, amongs oth-

ers, GCC imports of sheets and coated
aluminum, the ministry said in a press
release, carried by Bahrain News Agency
(BNA) on Sunday. (KUNA)

KUNA photo
A glimpse of one of the two Kuwaiti relief planes bound for Al-Arish city, Egypt,
before takeoff, as the departure adds up to a total of 29 relief aid planes.

Election law amendments on agenda

Amiri amnesty issued without pressure: MP

By Saeed Mahmoud Saleh
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Nov 26: MP Muhammad Hayef
praised the decision of His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah on granting
Amiri amnesty to those convicted of participating in
the by-elections organized by Mutair Tribe, those con-
victed of illegally collecting donations for Syria and
some citizens whose citizenship was withdrawn for
involvement in various cases.

Hayef thanked HH the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and the government for
exerting tremendous efforts to conclude the Amiri am-
nesty.

He vehemently denied the rumor that the issu-
ance of the Amiri amnesty is the fruit of parliamen-
tary pressure in the form of the grilling motion filed
against HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Ahmad Nawaf
Al- Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. He clarified that the
amnesty was made possible through an agreement
with the government since the beginning of the 17th
parliamentary term, stressing the recent amnesty is
part of agreements settled before the submission of
the grilling motion. He hoped there will be another
amnesty to include those convicted in State security
cases.

MP Badr Nashmi Al-Anzi has submitted a proposal
to grant salaries and allowances to social workers
in different public institutions to be equal with their
counterparts in the Ministry of Education.

He pointed out that advanced countries have a high
demand for social workers due to the importance of
their job. The proposal was referred to the Human Re-
sources Development Committee.

On the other hand, MP Abduwahab Al-Essa criti-
cized the removal of the bill on the establishment of
Harir City in the northern part of the country from the
agenda of the ordinary session slated for Tuesday.

He and a number of his colleagues intend to submit
a proposal to withdraw the bill from the concerned
parliamentary committee and then forward it to the
Assembly for inclusion in the agenda of the upcom-
ing session. He emphasized the importance of the bill;
stressing it is much more important than all the other
bills combined, as Harir City is expected to provide
more than 200,000 jobs and enhance non-oil income
such that 65 percent of revenues come from oil and
35 percent are non-oil, instead of 95 oil revenues and

five percent non-oil revenues. He believes this is a
remarkable project that will strengthen partnership
with foreign investors and protect Kuwait’s northern
borders from the Iraqi blackmail and threats. He cited
the interviews of HH the late Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Sabah highlighting the significance of the
project.

MP Majed Al-Mutairi has proposed reducing the
monthly installment for loans that the Public Institu-
tion for Social Security (PIFSS) grants to retirees from
15 percent to 10 percent of the pension.

Meanwhile, the parliamentary Legal and Legisla-
tive Affairs Committee on Sunday discussed the bills
on amending the National Assembly Election Law
and reforming constituencies with Assembly Speaker
Ahmed Al-Saadoun in attendance.

Continued on Page 5

‘Israeli-linked’ oil tanker
seized off coast of Aden

DUBALI, Nov 26, (AP): An unknown force has seized
an oil tanker linked to Israel off the coast of Aden, Ye-
men, a private security firm said Sunday.

The Central Park, managed and owned by Zodiac
Maritime, was seized in the Gulf of Aden, private in-
telligence firm Ambrey said.

It wasn’t immediately clear who was behind the
attack. Aden is held by forces allied to Yemen’s in-
ternationally recognized government and a Saudi-led
coalition that has battled Yemen’s Iranian-backed
Houthi rebels for years. That part of the Gulf of Aden
in theory is under the control of those forces and is
fairly distant from Houthi-controlled territory in the
country. Somali pirates also are not known to operate
in that area.

The U.S. Navy’s 5th Fleet, which patrols the Mid-
east, did not immediately respond to questions from
The Associated Press. Ambrey said that it appeared
that “U.S. naval forces are engaged in the situation
and have asked vessels to stay clear of the area.”

London-based Zodiac Maritime, part of Israeli bil-
lionaire Eyal Ofer’s Zodiac Group, has been targeted
previously amid a wider years-long shadow war be-
tween Iran and Israel.
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Two-state solution only option; global peace threatened: Jibril Rajoub

'Israelis have been exposed in the swamp of terrorism, genocide’

Divorce rate up in degree-holders

By Fares Al-Abdan
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Nov 26: Lieutenant Gen-
eral Jibril Rajoub, Secretary of the Central
Committee of the Fatah Movement and
head of the Palestinian Supreme Council
for Youth and Sports, confirmed that the
Israelis have been exposed in the swamp
of terrorism and genocide of the Palestin-
ian people.

During a press conference, he said the
truce was imposed on them by American
and international will, but he wonders if the
international pressure elements are capable
of perpetuating the
truce and ensuring to
stopping the aggres-
sion as a prelude to
stopping all hostili-
ties against the Pal-
estinians in all the
Palestinian territo-
ries and establishing
serious mechanisms
to end the occupa-
tion and establish the
state.

Lieutenant  Gen-
eral Jibril Rajoub said, “There is a set of
facts that formed the compass for our po-
litical and militant behavior during the past
years, the first of which is the strength of
the Palestinian cause with this strategic
human reserve in the presence of seven
million Palestinians in our country. This is
the most important element of strength for
the benefit of our cause. Our national re-
sponsibility to protect our political project
is based on providing all the reasons for
steadfastness and survival for these people.

“There is a consensus that the Palestin-
ians have the right to self-determination,
and that the Palestinians do not have any-
one as their guardian, their decisions are
independent, their will is national, and the
protection of their interests is the compass.

“We were disappointed with the out-
comes of the Arab Summit. Where is the
political will? Where are the executive
mechanisms? Where is the financial sup-
port for the Palestinian people?

“We ask the Arab governments to think
only about their interests and we do not
want anything from them. Is their interest
biased or neutral in this conflict? If neutral,
then they are free. If it is biased, then there
are interpretations, connotations and mes-
sages for it, but we have no choice but to
remain steadfast in our country and we have
no choice but to protect this homeland with
our bare chests and humble capabilities, and
we will live on gallbladder and grass.

“The PLO is a legitimate representative
and a moral and umbrella homeland for
all Palestinians. This strategic reserve, the
Palestinian state, and national identity are
an acquired right in the face of conflict.

“October 7 represents an earthquake
in all senses and an unprecedented event.
From day one, the reading was that this is
a turning point and we should not waste
its gains. This day came in the context of
a defensive war that the people have been
waging for 75 years.

“What happened in October achieved a
break in the aura of power for the Israeli
army, as it was a lie and like a spider’s
web. It shook the confidence of the Israeli
citizens about their personal security. A
quarter of a million Jews are currently stay-
ing in hotels for fear of the lack of personal
security, but what happened on October 7
thwarted the Israeli goal to work on inte-
grating Israel into the Middle East in isola-
tion from the Palestinian cause.”

Jibril Rajoub

“Regarding the difficulty in deciding
on a two-state solution in the current situ-
ation,” Lieutenant General Jibril Rajoub
said, “October 7 was the spark for the fu-
ture explosions in the West Bank if there is
not a firm and decisive international stance
to confront this occupation, settlement and
“cancer”. This is a danger to the Israelis
who live in peace and a danger to regional
stability and world peace.

“The right-wing government seeks to
have a regional war, and a regional war
means that the region cannot escape the use
of a nuclear weapon. If this aggression is
contained by an international policy led by
America with an approach different from
the past with the Israelis, they do not have
the right to lead Europe.”

Lieutenant General Jibril Rajoub said,
“Political Islam, led by Hamas, is part of
our struggle, social and political fabric, but
what is in our hands must not be lost. What
is in our hands is a state and a legitimate
representative, a reference for a solution,
and an acknowledgment of the unity of the
Palestinian territories.

“We are a project of liberation, not mar-
tyrdom, and as individuals we are projects
of martyrdom. There is criticism on the
street that we understand. Our compass
is based on national, moral, and humani-
tarian foundations and has nothing to do
with factional interests or the will of any
regional party. What is indirectly targeted
is the national and Palestinian identity.

“There are two countries that share our
pain and hope - Egypt and Jordan - in eve-
rything. What happened recently was a
touchstone and test, as the issue of displace-
ment is a strategic goal because it wants to
remove you from history and geography.
The position of the Egyptians was consist-
ent with protecting their national security,
and Jordan’s position was consistent with
their interest and national security.”

In addition, Lieutenant General Jibril
Rajoub revealed he had received two invi-
tations from two brotherly countries, one
of which was Algeria, from the Algerian
president.

He informed the FIFA president that Al-
geria is a home stadium for Palestine, and
Algeria is ready to host any tournament on
its soil, adding, “FIFA and the Asian Con-
federation asked us to specify our home
stadium, and we informed them of our
home stadium in Algeria. Unfortunately,
they refused under the pretext that the
match should be held in an Asian country”.

Lieutenant General Jibril Rajoub re-
vealed, “There was a noble message from
the Kuwaiti Union, based on directives of
His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad, His Highness the Crown Prince
Sheikh Meshal Al-Ahmad, and the govern-
ment, to host our national team. As a Ku-
waiti national desire, we were happy, and
this is Kuwaiti chivalry.

“Thanks to His Highness the Amir, who
is considered a symbol of Kuwait’s unity
and pride, and thanks to the Crown Prince,
all the ruling family, and the great Ku-
waiti people who interacted ethically. We
are grateful, and I hope that the message
reaches all components of our family, our
people, and the residents.”

In his response to a question about the
formation of the Arab-Islamic Ministe-
rial Committee and the visits it is making
to world capitals, which might revive the
dormant consciences that stood with the
occupation, Lieutenant General Jibril Ra-
joub said, “We do not want to revive con-
sciences or open files. What we want today
is bread and milk for our children, hope
and personal security.”

Company owns 2 transport ships

KLTTC marks 50th anniversary

KUWAIT CITY, Nov 26: The Kuwait
Livestock Transport and Trading Company
(KLTTC) celebrated the 50th anniversary of
its founding by launching exclusive offers to
customers in its showrooms in appreciation
of their trust, reports Al-Rai daily.

The company pointed out in a statement
that the idea of “Al-Mawashi” began with
the awareness of a group of the parents re-
alizing the need to establish the company
stressing its commitment to proceed in ac-
cordance with the vision established by the
founders.

“In continuation of the founders’ vision
of performing the role for which the com-
pany was established, drawn up for itself
and taken upon itself, it has developed a
strategy to keep pace with the continuous
development in the field of trade, manu-

facture and sale of meat worldwide by
modernizing its maritime transport fleet to
be in line with international requirements
and specifications for maritime transport.”

The company’s fleet currently consists
of two ships -- the Al-Masila ship, with
a load of approximately 70,000 heads of
sheep, and the Kuwait ship, with a load of
approximately 11,500 heads of calves and
and cows, or approximately 68,000 heads
of sheep.

The company explained that, “As a con-
tinuation of the company’s development
of its activities and businesses locally
and internationally, Al-Mawashi provides
livestock transportation services to oth-
ers, from South America, Australia, New
Zealand, and South Africa, all the way to
China, Turkey, and the Arabian Gulf.”

‘Indonesia to send house workers’

KUWAIT CITY, Nov 26: Chairman of
Kuwait Union of Domestic Labor Offices
(KUDLO) Khaled Al-Dakhnan confirmed
that Indonesia is ready to export skilled
and trained domestic workers to Kuwait
after completing or renewing the joint
governmental Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU) between the two sides,
reports Al-Anba daily.

Al-Dakhman revealed this in a special
statement to the daily on the sidelines of
the union’s visit to the Republic of Indo-
nesia at the invitation of the Indonesian
Union for the purpose of exchanging in-
formation regarding new matters in the
field of bringing domestic workers to
Kuwait, which has been halted for a long
time.

He added that during this visit, private
education centers for training domestic
workers were visited and assessed to
prepare and equip workers before trave-
ling and starting work. He said they had

a meeting with the directors general of
the Training and Qualification Center
for Domestic and Skilled Workers, and
the Contracts and External Relations
Department with the representatives of
the Kuwaiti and Indonesian unions in at-
tendance.

He explained that at the end of the meet-
ing held at the conference headquarters
in Jakarta, the Indonesian side confirmed
their readiness to hold meetings with the
Kuwaiti government in order to renew the
expired MoU or conclude a new MoU be-
tween the two sides for labor recruitment
and contracting to resume.

He appealed to the concerned authori-
ties to expedite the signing of such memo-
randums that will open new doors and di-
versify the sources of labor recruitment to
avoid falling into recurring crises that ulti-
mately lead to scarcity of applications, es-
pecially with the advent of the holy month
of Ramadan.

Inter-marriages prevalent:

Mod report

Minister of Social Affairs Sheikh Firas Saud Al-Malik Al-Sabah visits Kuwait News
Agency (KUNA) pavilion at the 46th International Book Fair.

KUNA photos

Young readers flock to book signing stalls within the activities of the Kuwait Interna-
tional Book Fair at the Mishref Fairgrounds.

Al-Enezi acquittal upheld

No verdict on ex-PM in Army
Fund case; Al-Jarrah gets jail

By Jaber Al-Hamoud
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Nov 26: The Court of Cas-
sation, presided by Judge Sultan Bouresli,
refrained from pronouncing its verdict on
the former Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-
Mubarak in relation to the Army Fund case.
It also ruled to sentence Sheikh Khaled
Al-Jarrah and others to seven-year impris-
onment with hard labor, and upheld the ac-
quittal of Adel Al-Enezi.

The Court of Ministers, presided over by
Judge Nasr Al-Heid, had acquitted former
Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak,
former minister of Interior and Defense
Sheikh Khalid Al-Jarrah, former undersec-
retary of Defense Jassar Al-Jassar, former
military attaché in London Fahad Al-Baz,
former military attaché in Bahrain Ali Al-
Asker, former military attaché in Lebanon
Adel Al-Enezi, former army treasurer at the
Ministry of Defense Samir Morgan, Army
treasurer Hamad Al-Banwan, Director of
the Office of the Minister of Defense Wael
Al-Furaih and an officer with the rank of
colonel on all charges.

The court rejected the appeal submitted
by the Permanent Investigation Committee
of the Ministerial Court. It also rejected the
appeal submitted by Hamad Sabah Al-Sa-
bah and Abdullah Nasser Sabah Al-Sabah,
and revoked the bail. It accepted the appeal
submitted by the Public Prosecution in form
and in substance by upholding the appealed
ruling.

Regarding the subject of the case, to
punish each of the defendants - Khaled
Jarrah Muhammad Al-Sabah, Jassar Ab-
dul Razzaq Jassar Al-Jassar, Fahad Abdul
Rahman Al-Baz, Ali Suleiman Ibrahim
Al-Asaker, Hamad Youssef Imran Al-
Banwan, and Wael Othman Ibrahim Al-
Fraih - with imprisonment for a period of
seven years with hard work for the accusa-
tions against them, except for the charges
against them in clause 3, the first para-
graph of clause 4, and clauses 6 and 8 of
the indictment report.

Obligating the second defendant (Khaled
Jarrah Muhammad Al-Sabah), the third
(Jassar Abdul Razzaq Jassar Al-Jassar),
the fourth (Fahad Abdul Rahman Ibrahim
Al-Baz), and the sixth (Ali Suleiman Ibra-
him Al-Asaker) to return the amount of KD
33,562,76.75, and fining them twice this
amount jointly for what was leveled against
them in the second and third paragraphs of
Clause Second and Clause Fifth of the in-
dictment report.

Also compelling the accused Khaled
Jarrah Muhammad Al-Sabah, Jassar Ab-
dul Razzaq Jassar Al-Jassar, Fahad Abdul
Rahman Labarhim Al-Baz, Hamad Youssef
Omran Al-Banwan and Wael Othman Ibra-
him Al-Fraih to refund the amount of KD

10,499,986 and jointly fining them double
this amount than what was assigned to them
in the fifth paragraph of item two, and item
nine of the indictment report.

Defendants Khaled Jarrah Muhammad
Al-Sabah, Jassar Abdul Razzaq Jassar Al-
Jassar and Fahd Abdul Rahman Ibrahim
Al-Baz were obligated to return the amount
of KD 20,157,807.120, and fined twice this
amount than what was assigned to them in
the sixth paragraph of the second item, and
the second paragraph of the fourth item of
the indictment report.

The third accused (Jassar Abdul Razzaq
Jassar Al-Jassar) was obligated to return the
amount of KD 50,614,060.710, and fined
twice this amount than what was assigned
to him in the first,
second and  third
paragraphs of Clause
Three of the indict-
ment report.

In addition, the
court decided to
refrain from pro-
nouncing  punish-
ment against the
first defendant -
Jaber Mubarak Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah,
the third - Jassar
Abdul Razzaq Jassar Al-Jassar, and the
fifth - Samir Murjan Adam Ahmed, and
assigned each of them to assess the prom-
ise accompanied by a financial guarantee
of KD 10,000 , commit to “Good Con-
duct” for two years regarding the charges
leveled against them in the first, fourth,
and fifth paragraphs of Clause One, and
the fourth paragraphs.

What does it mean for the court to refrain
from pronouncing the penalty?!

It is an assessment by the court that the
offender committed the crime charged
against him and was proven guilty, which
would necessitate his punishment if the
court proceeded with the trial. However, it
was able to stop the procedures at this point
due to what it saw as the availability of
mitigating considerations. The basis for this
is Article 81 of the Penal Code. The court
uses the leave assigned to it pursuant to this
article.

Condition: To order the accused to pro-
vide a pledge, with or without bail, in which
he commits to good behavior. If he violates
the terms of this pledge, the court may,
upon a request from the charging authority,
the person supervising him, or the victim,
proceed with the trial to impose on him the
penalty prescribed for the crime he commit-
ted and for which he was found guilty. An
example of the Public Prosecution’s request
to the Court of Appeal to proceed with the
case and punish the appellant according to
the articles of accusation.

KUWAIT CITY, Nov 26: The latest sta-
tistics issued by the Sharia Documen-
tation Department in the Ministry of
Justice revealed that the number of Ku-
waiti-Kuwaiti marriages from the begin-
ning of January until the end of October
2023 reached 7,300, reports Al-Qabas
daily.

The daily obtained a copy of the statistics show-
ing that the number of Kuwaiti men who got mar-
ried to non-Kuwaiti women totaled 1,100; while
420 Kuwaiti women got married to non-Kuwaitis,
170 non-Kuwaiti men got married to non-Kuwaiti
women and 48 Kuwaiti women got married to
Bedoun men.

The highest number of marriage and divorce cases re-
corded is among the university degree holders. Divorce
among Kuwaitis is prevalent among couples with smaller
number of children, considering that the highest number
is among couples with only one child -- a total of 650
divorce cases in the last 10 months. The lowest number of
divorce cases is among Kuwaiti couples with many chil-
dren -- 130 among couples with six children, 320 among
those with four children.

The statistics disclosed that the highest number of
marriage between Kuwaiti men and non-Kuwaiti wom-
en under a marriage contract inside Kuwait are women
from Saudi Arabia -- 380 Kuwaiti men got married to
Saudi women, eight to American women, nine to Af-
rican women, 98 to Moroccan women, 117 to Asian
women, 38 to Egyptian women, 63 to Syrian women, 97
to Iraqi women, 50 to Jordanian women, 15 to European
women, 36 to Lebanese women, three to Palestinian
women, 15 to Bahraini women, four to Qatari women,
one to an Omani woman and one marriage to an Emirati
woman.

On the marriage of Kuwaiti women to non-Kuwaiti
men, the statistics revealed that 200 Kuwaiti women
got married to Saudi Arabians, nine to Europeans, 11 to
Americans, 20 to Asians, 21 to Iraqis, 16 to Syrians, nine
to Jordanians, 11 to Egyptians, five to Africans, two to
Lebanese, eight to Bahrainis, 25 to Qataris, 13 to Emiratis
and eight to Omanis.

The highest number of marriages among Kuwaitis in
terms of educational level are the university graduates
with 2,500; 46 with primary school diplomas are married
to various nationalities, those with intermediate diploma
among Kuwaiti-Kuwaiti marriages reached 760, two are
illiterates -- a university graduate woman married an illit-
erate man and an illiterate man married a woman with an
intermediate certificate. The number of marriages among
Kuwaitis with higher degrees reached 21, compared to
200 among doctorate degree holders with various types of
specialization. The number of marriages among Kuwaiti
women to men of various nationalities with different aca-
demic degrees reached 105.

In addition; 4,100 of more than 200,000 marriage
contracts recorded by the Public Authority for Civil
Information ended in divorce, while 364 of those who
got married in the current year got divorced. Most of
these divorce cases were recorded among university
students with 800, 61 among those with primary school
education, and nine illiterate people of various nation-
alities.

Hayjj prices likely to
decrease this year

KUWAIT CITY, Nov 26: Head of the Hajj Caravans Un-
ion Ahmed Al-Duwaihi confirmed that this year’s Hajj
season will be distinct from other seasons due to the deci-
sion of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia regarding the early
registration of pilgrims in order to give the caravans and
companies more time to fully prepare and provide all ser-
vices way before the start of the Hajj season, reports Al-
Anba daily.

In a statement to the daily, Al-Duwaihi explained that
the central registration for the 2024 Hajj season through
the Ministry of Endowments and Islamic Affairs platform
will continue until Dec 13. The fifth Hajj exhibition will
be held from Dec 14-20 under the patronage of Minister
of Information, Endowments and Islamic Affairs Abdul
Rahman Al-Mutairi.

On the prices this year, he expects that Hajj prices
this year will be better than the previous season due
to the early registration scheme, as it gives caravans
more time to contract with hotels and other necessary
services.

Al-Duwaihi stressed that the exhibition this year is dif-
ferent due to the participation of the majority of Hajj cara-
vans and companies, which will provide services and all
means of comfort to the pilgrims.

Regarding the number of pilgrims, Al-Duwaihi re-
vealed that Kuwait’s quota this year is 8,000 through 63
caravans nominated to receive pilgrims. He added Ku-
wait, represented by the ministry, requested that the num-
ber of pilgrims from the country will increase to 8,000 this
year. “Our brothers in the Kingdom will do their best for
us,” he asserted.

Regarding the registration of Bedouns, Al-Duwaihi af-
firmed that the process of registering Bedouns continues
until the last day of the registration on Dec 13 or until
the necessary approvals are obtained from the concerned
authorities in the Kingdom.
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Sewage water tackled: The Ministry of Public Works
has signed a contract with a company specialized in pro-
viding public services to protect the environment from
sewage pollutants valued at KD1.23 million, reports Al-
Anba daily quoting sources.

Sources disclosed the duration of the contract is 1,095
days; noting that the scope of its work includes solving
problems in sanitation and rainwater facilities, perform-
ing periodic maintenance and protection of these facili-
ties to ensure the continuity of their efficient operation,
and utilizing several environmental treatment methods for
emergency in the facilities.
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A Turkish official talks to the visiting Kuwaiti delegation.

Defense team visits Turkiye

A joint delegation from the Kuwaiti min-
istries of Defense and Interior, and the
Kuwait Fire Force visited the Republic
of Turkiye on Saturday to discuss co-
operation in the field of the defense in-
dustry.

The delegation, led by the Assistant
Chief of Staff for the Administration and
Manpower Authority Maj.-Gen. Staff Dr.
Khaled Al-Kandari toured several fac-

tories specialized in producing military
clothing to view and learn about the
readiness, capabilities and manufac-
turing quality, according to a statement
from the Kuwaiti Ministry of Defense.

On the sidelines of the visit, the del-
egation met with the chief of the opera-
tions directorate at the Turkish General
Staff and several military top brass.
(KUNA)

Subsidized food items
for Kuwaitis increase

KUWAIT CITY, Nov 26: The latest official figures
show the list of subsidized and discounted food sup-
plies that Kuwait provides to its citizens has risen to
154 commodities at the present time, compared to 137
items that were included on the lists of the Ministry
of Commerce and Industry during last July, reports
Al-Anba daily.

The list shows the number of subsidized food items in-
creased to about 94 compared to 75, an increase of 25%,
including 19 additional commodities, so that subsidized
commodities accounted for 61% of food supplies.

This comes as the number of food supplies with re-
duced prices reached about 60, according to the latest
list, compared to 62, so that the discounted goods ac-
count for about 39% of food supplies.

The lists show that the Ministry of Commerce is keen
to provide most of the rationed and subsidized goods to
Kuwaiti families on ration cards.
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Ex-MP denies blame: Former MP Abdul Rahman Al-
Anjari has denied before the Criminal Court the charge
of broadcasting false news on his “X” platform, reports
Al-Rai daily.

Other Voices

Where are you, O rich

people of Palestine?!
By Ahmad alsarraf

ased on my experiences with the Palestinians,

which extend over seven decades, I can say
that they are the strongest in the battlefield engage-
ments, the most ardent in combat, the most thirsty
for education, and the most eager to have children,
perhaps because of their fear that Israel will kill a
child of theirs, and a second person will die in a
road accident, and the Arab and municipal regimes
will kill them. Two or three of them, and therefore
they must have the largest number of children, so
they can continue to survive and resist!

Frankly, and without courtesy, and based on my
long practical and banking
experience in collecting do-
nations, I found that the very
wealthy Palestinian, in gen-
eral, is the one who contrib-
utes the least to the struggle of
his nation and his people, and
gives the least to the cause,
compared to others, who are
the least close to the cause, and
this is what I experienced, read
about, and asked about.

I may be wrong, and there
are those who have given millions, but I and many
others have not heard of them, and this is shameful
in itself, as donating to the cause is not a matter
similar to paying a sum to a poor neighbor and pub-
lishing his picture and “displaying” himself after-
ward, but rather it’s a people’s cause.

Generosity is contagious, as I have often expe-
rienced, and the world must know who paid, who
provided, and who spent, and most importantly,
how and to whom, so that there is subsequent moni-
toring and prosecution of what was donated.

During the era of Arafat, for example, no one
ever knew the budget of the PLO or Fatah. “Al-
Khitiyar” was the one who ruled over every penny,
and the first bank account for “Fatah” was with the
bank where I worked and managed in 1965. Today
it is said that a large portion of the organization’s
funds disappeared with the departure of Abu Am-
mar!

One of the things that some people do not know
is that the Zionist movement, which sought, over
decades, to create a homeland for the Jews, worked
with amazing sincerity and dedication to achieve
the idea, and none of its leaders were ever known to
be involved in any scandal or seizure of its funds,
over the half-century that preceded its founding.

Their state, and this is what was not achieved on
our side, despite all our repetition of various exam-
ples and religious texts, billions were lost and dis-
appeared due to effective action. Some believe that
the lack of accountability for countries, the Gulf
countries in particular, pay to support the “Palestin-
ian struggle” is the reason for the failure of some to
find a solution to the issue.

The reason, perhaps, is the reluctance of wealthy
Palestinians to donate to it, especially with the ab-
sence of a “trustworthy” party to which they can
donate!

The Palestinian diaspora holds dozens of nation-
alities, covering the entire world, and the major-
ity of them are located in the Gulf states, Jordan,
Western Europe, and the Americas. Their wealth is
estimated at about $200 billion. The Palestinian’s
obsession with amassing wealth is no less than his
obsession with having children.

There is no doubt that the Palestinian cause was
betrayed, as there are those who sold land, or co-
operated with the occupation, but in exchange for
these few individuals, there are millions, who did
not betray their country, nor did they sell their
lands.

Therefore, Palestinian patriots, and their wealthy
individuals in particular, are required to seek to es-
tablish a national fund, not for relief, but for the
renaissance of Palestine.

When the Jewish immigrants came with their
families and money to Palestine, the first thing they
did was to establish the “Hebrew University” in
Jerusalem, which subsequently became one of the
best universities in the world. For a hundred years,
we failed, not only in Palestine, but in all Arab
countries, to create a “national” university. It is
identical to half its level.

Through Google, you can find out about every
millionaire of Palestinian origin, and the miracles
they can perform for their country, together or in-
dividually, and real participation, not in supporting
the struggle of the people of Gaza and helping the
people of the Strip, but in contributing to the estab-
lishment of a model state!

In conclusion, it is very important that the Pales-
tinians win their struggle and obtain a homeland,
but what is more important is providing sustainabil-
ity for the promised homeland, and this cannot be
achieved without providing high-quality education,
cultural progress, and respect for human rights.
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e-mail: a.alsarraf@algabas.com.kw

alsarraf

1,400 traffic violations daily
over past 10 months: report

165 deaths recorded; 126 licenses pulled

By Munaif Naif
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff and
Agencies

KUWAIT CITY, Nov 26: Two
young men were arrested on
Arabian Gulf Street in posses-
sion of narcotic drugs after the
vehicle motorist was caught
driving on the wrong side of
the traffic.

According to security sources,
Hawally securitymen were patrolling
Gulf Street when they spotted a vehicle
with two people inside. As soon as they
saw the securitymen, the two men fled
from the scene.

They were immediately chased and
stopped by force. One of the suspects
turned out to be a Kuwaiti citizen in his
thirties and the other an Egyptian resident
in his twenties. They were seized with nar-
cotic substances and drug paraphernalia
inside the vehicle.

The two suspects were arrested and
referred with the seized items to the con-
cerned authority for necessary legal action.
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165 deaths recorded: In what is consid-
ered an indicator that supports government
and parliamentary trends towards amending
the traffic regulations in order to increase
penalties for traffic violations; the recent
statistics from the Ministry of Justice
revealed that 431,000 violations were
recorded over the past 10 months -- from
January to October -- or more than 1,400
violations daily, reports Al-Qabas daily.

The daily obtained a copy of the statis-
tics, which revealed that the total number of
deaths reached 165 according to traffic
court figures in the above mentioned peri-
od, while the total number of rulings to
withdraw driving licenses reached 126.

Meanwhile, the statistics showed that the
number of traffic cases pending in traffic
courts in the last 10 months reached 15,556;
indicating that the total amount of fine
recorded for traffic court cases reached
KD250,000.

In addition, a total of 138 imprisonment
sentences were imposed; most of which
were in the Capital Governorate with 37,
while Ahmadi recorded 29.

In addition, legal sources have warned
about the increasing number of victims of
traffic accidents in the country due to the
outright disregard of traffic laws; indicating
death rates are rising due to the lack of traf-
fic awareness or deterrent legal penalties.

Sources explained this necessitates
approval of a new traffic law in order to
control traffic chaos, reduce violations, and
punish the reckless motorists and those who
violate the law.

Also, traffic police and rescue police
have registered 25,947 traffic violations in
just seven days, reports Al-Rai daily.

According to the weekly statistics
announced by the Traffic Sector, 54 reck-
less persons were arrested and placed in
precautionary detention, in addition to 243
vehicles and 34 motorcycles being seized
during the period from Nov 18 to Nov 24.

As for the number of violations recorded
by traffic police during their campaigns on
a number of main and secondary roads and
intersections, it amounted to 20,979 viola-
tions. Twelve juveniles were referred to the
prosecution, 11 persons reported abscond-
ing were also arrested, 6 people were sent
to the General Administration for Drug
Control.

According to statistics, the men of the
General Department of Rescue Police car-
ried out a number of intensive security and
traffic campaigns to arrest violators and
wanted persons.
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226 illegals nabbed: The Residence
Affairs Investigation Department has
arrested 226 violators of residence and
labor laws during security campaigns in
Khaitan, Shuwaikh Industrial,
Al-Mubarakiya,  Al-Fahaheel, reports
Al-Rai daily.

The daily added, during the same period
the department raided also beauty parlors
and took into custody several people.

Legal measures have been taken against
them and referred them to the competent
authorities.

Al-Rai photo

The Criminal Security Sector of the General Administration for Narcotics Control

has taken into custody an unidentified bootlegger for trafficking in imported booze,

reports Al-Rai daily. The suspect was caught on the outskirts of Farwaniya following

a tip-off from a police agent. When his hideout was raided police seized 569 cartons

of imported alcohol (6,828 bottles), with a street value of approximately half a million
dinars.

Bid to protect public funds

39,219 declare assets: Nazaha

KUWAIT CITY, Nov 26: Abdulaziz
Al-Othman, the Director of the Financial
Disclosure Receipt Department at the Anti-
Corruption Public Authority, “Nazaha,” has
revealed that, as of the end of last October,
a total of 39,219 financial disclosure state-
ments were received, reports Al-Rai daily.

This accounts for 99.4 percent of the
statements required to be submitted.
Among the received declarations, 18,056
were initial statements related to assuming
roles covered by financial disclosure provi-
sions.

Additionally, the Authority received
15,173 updated declarations spanning a
three-year period and 5,990 final declara-
tions regarding the cessation of roles cov-
ered by financial disclosure provisions.

Al-Othman emphasized, the Authority
will persist in its efforts to receive financial
disclosure statements and ensure compli-
ance with disclosure provisions. Nazaha is
committed to coordinating and sustaining
cooperation with relevant authorities to
encourage timely submission of declara-
tions within legal deadlines.

He highlighted the necessity for individ-
uals to print and complete declaration
forms available on the website before sub-

mission, underscoring the vital role of
financial disclosure in preventing financial
corruption, safeguarding public funds, and
enhancing oversight of individuals assum-
ing public office. This practice aims to for-
tify public employees and uphold transpar-
ency and integrity principles within state
agencies.

Al-Othman affirmed that failure to submit
a financial disclosure statement within the
stipulated time frame will result in penalties
as specified by law. Defaulters’ violation files
will be forwarded to the competent inspection
committee to scrutinize the elements of their
financial disclosure. Legal penalties are also
established for submitting incomplete or inac-
curate declarations knowingly, or if the sub-
ject fails to submit a declaration on behalf of
a dependent despite warnings.

Financial disclosure examination com-
mittees, formed by the Authority’s
Chairman, consist of a chairperson, a
member with legal expertise, and a mem-
ber with financial experience. Subjects
are categorized among examination com-
mittees (A), (B), and (C) based on their
job levels as per Article (3).24) of the
executive regulations of the law estab-
lishing the “Authority.”
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A DIGEST OF PUBLIC OPINION

‘Impartial election commission
vital to ensure fair poll process’

“Since the inception of the Kuwaiti Con-
stitution, notable alterations have been
made to electoral districts and the voting
system. The shifts have included varia-
tions in the number of districts, such as
25 districts (4 councils), 25 districts (7
councils), and 5 districts (8 councils),”
columnist Turki Al-Azmi wrote for Al-
Rai daily.

“Furthermore, the voting system has
undergone changes, transitioning from
two votes to four votes and currently
adopting a one-vote system.

“Observing these changes, it becomes
apparent that the distribution of districts
and the allocation of voters within each
district lack a sense of democratic fair-
ness.

“The calculations appear disconnect-
ed from democratic principles, resem-
bling a game of manipulation rather than
equitable represen-
tation.

“A  noteworthy
development has
been the change
in tactics by po-
litical blocs and
candidates. They
have shifted from
a confrontational
approach (“remove
me, and I will re-
move you”) to
a  collaborative
strategy (“‘support me in this district, and
I support you in your district”). Success
now hinges on garnering a greater num-
ber of votes.

“Regrettably, past elections have wit-
nessed a dearth of electoral programs
from candidates, largely due to the prev-
alence of nepotism. This trend led voters
to prioritize candidates based on the ser-
vices they provided rather than the can-
didates’ political visions. Consequently,
elections often boiled down to a matter
of numbers and financial influence.

“Presently, there is a growing inclina-
tion to overhaul electoral districts and
the voting system. Calls have emerged
for the implementation of the propor-
tional lists system, a law that fosters col-
lective political action.

“This system encourages the conver-
gence of diverse visions, experiences,
and ideas, promoting the development
of a comprehensive political program
for each list. Advocates argue that the
proportional lists law strengthens na-
tional unity and dismantles tribal, sec-
tarian, and factional biases.

“However, concerns linger about poten-
tial factional dominance, prompting sug-
gestions that members of approved lists
should represent various backgrounds, and
voters should have a mechanism to hold
the National Assembly members account-
able based on the list’s program.

“On another front, there is a demand
to revert to a voting system with two or
four votes, accompanied by a fair redis-
tribution of electoral districts and voters.
To address this, some propose a liberal-
ized voting system, making one or two
votes mandatory while allowing voters
the freedom to cast the remaining votes
for candidates from other constituencies.

“Analyzing the lessons learned from
past changes, it becomes evident that al-
tering constituencies and the voting sys-
tem alone does not guarantee a stronger
council.

“The fundamental issue lies in the eq-
uitable distribution of districts and voters,
free from manipulation and tactical con-
siderations. Urgently needed is a fair and
impartial High Electoral Commission to
ensure the integrity of the electoral pro-
cess. In navigating these changes, the hope
is for divine guidance and assistance.”

Also:

“A weak line of light trying to dispel
the darkness of the brutal war on Gaza
and give a glimmer of hope that the tem-
porary truce that succeeded in achiev-
ing under Egyptian-Qatari sponsorship
could turn into a permanent ceasefire,”
columnist Hossam Fathi, wrote for
Anba daily.

“The optimists, and I am not one of
them, unfortunately , have begun to ask
the question:

“Can the temporary truce actually
turn into a permanent ceasefire, espe-
cially after the two sides experienced
relative calm? I was hoping to be with
the “optimists,” but I do not trust “hu-
manity” for the blink of an eye.

“The brutal occupation authorities,
and I know that the huge losses...hu-
manly, economically, and even in terms
of turning world public opinion against

Turki Al-Azmi

them, all of this will not stop the lust for
shedding the blood of children, women,
and the elderly, usurping land, and van-
dalizing homes as long as the Zionist
hyenas and the occupation army and its
politicians rule the roost.

“So as not to drown you with me in
the ocean of pessimism, let us express
our deep appreciation to everyone who
contributed to the success of reaching
this “short” truce, which is about to end
in the next few hours.

“Egypt deserves to be thanked by all
international parties, especially those
who were released. About some of their
nationals detained by Hamas, and I be-
lieve that the world knows how difficult
it is to “negotiate” with the Zionist side,
and I do not think that anyone forgets
the marathon “negotiated” victory that
ended with the recapture of Taba from
the clutches of the usurping occupier,
whose ideology does not include restor-
ing a right to its owners or giving up the
land that he had previously usurped.

“Praise be to God in any case. The
temporary truce allowed the exchange of
the first batch of hostages to Hamas, as
well as the release of some Palestinian
prisoners and detainees in the occupa-
tion prisons, and also the release of some
dual nationals and foreigners from Gaza.

“What was also important was to give
the brothers in Palestine and Gaza in
particular the opportunity to catch their
breath, and to receive larger quantities
of support shipments, including oil and
gas, which would help them with more
heroic steadfastness in the face of the
brutality of the Zionist killing machine
that did not have mercy on an infant and
did not differentiate between an old man
and a woman.

“Politically, I believe that reaching a
truce -- even if it is temporary -- repre-
sents a failure for Tel Aviv, and a de-
cline in the position of the Hebrew state,
whose war machine failed to achieve its
goal more than 50 days after the start of
the war, which is to ‘eradicate’ Hamas,
and was even forced to negotiate with it.

“I think the question is: Will Wash-
ington take advantage of the success of
its pressure on Israel to accept the truce
to continue the pressure to stop the bru-
tal war of annihilation, and with it save
the face of the world’s democracies be-
fore its people?!
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“Usually, the Council of Ministers
does not make a decision unless there is
an interrogation or threat of interroga-
tion from the legislature. It does so in
order to empty the interrogation points,
not in the interest of the Kuwaiti peo-
ple,” columnist Talal Al-Saeed wrote
for Al-Seyassah daily.

“Claims could last for years, and then
resolved one day before the interrogation.
We are accustomed to this. We always
blame the esteemed Council of Ministers
for being slow in making decisions. We
do not want to say that there is no deci-
sion, but on the issue of public holidays in
particular, the esteemed Council of Minis-
ters does not hesitate to make a decision.
So, the esteemed council rushed to make
a decision long before the holiday, an
example of which is the upcoming New
Year’s holiday at the end of next month.
The decision was taken before the end of
this month, meaning at least 40 days be-
fore the holiday!

“All of these aim to prove to the es-
teemed Kuwaiti Street Council that it can
make a strong decision, but on this partic-
ular issue, it has gotten us into major fam-
ily problems, as if it is saying to migrato-
ry birds: ‘Travel, book your tickets from
now and travel.” Even those who do not
think about traveling are encouraged to
travel, so that if this was in installments,
there are five days of vacation announced
40 days in advance, which means there
is a very long time for discussion within
the family and the mother of the children
at the head of the family. There is also
sufficient time for borrowing in order to
travel, to satisfy all family members!

“This is one of the benefits of the es-
teemed Council of Ministers’ decision,
but what is hidden is greater. What re-
ally matters is that a decision was made.
All that remains to be done is for the
official spokesman to come out and ex-
plain the decision to us. Then, he con-
cludes the speech, as we are accustomed
to, with a direct address to the Kuwaitis,
saying: ‘The government advises you
not to travel, preserve your ‘biz’ and
enjoy vacationing in Kuwait, enjoy the
wilderness and camping ... Good.”

— Compiled by Mai Elsoukary
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Turkish minister says ties between
his country and Kuwait ‘excellent’

Serdar Cam opens second Turkish-Kuwaiti Village

Turkish Ambassador to Kuwait welcomes Deputy Minister of Culture and Tourism

‘ - 5
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Serdar Cam during the opening of the event.

Sahel Lab initiative aims to improve app

By Mohammed Ghanem
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Nov 26: Under the patronage
of the Minister of State for Municipal Affairs
and the Minister of State for Communications
Affairs Fahad Ali Al-Shuala, the first sessions
of the Sahel Lab initiative were launched.

This initiative embodies the marathon
model of ideas with the aim of develop-
ing the unified government application for
electronic services (Sahel) through a series
of interactive workshops to find innovative
ideas hosted by the Central Agency for In-
formation Technology.

During the launch of the initiative, the
Acting Director General of the Central
Agency for Information Technology Dr.
Ammar Al-Husseini explained in a speech
he delivered on behalf of the Minister of
State for Municipal Affairs and the Minister
of State for Communications Affairs Fahad

Al-Shuala that this initiative is an opportuni-
ty to communicate with different segments
of Kuwaiti society to identify aspects for de-
veloping the application users’ experience
in the unified government electronic servic-
es (Sahel) through the Sahel Lab initiative.
This initiative consists of brainstorming
sessions and a series of workshops and dia-
logues that will involve a marathon of ideas
that aims to create innovative additions that
enhance the ability of the entities supervis-
ing the application to implement the visions
of the government’s work program regard-
ing the trend towards digital transformation.
These dialogue spaces provide the possibil-
ity for citizens to communicate with the gov-
ernment directly by presenting ideas that con-
tribute to developing and updating the services
of the Sahel application to the image that the
citizen would like to see embodied within the
application, which is one of the most promi-
nent Kuwaiti government digital products.

By Fares Al-Abdan
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Nov 26: The Deputy
Minister of Culture and Tourism of Tur-
key Serdar Cam expressed his pride in the
efforts and endeavors exerted to develop
his country’s relations with Kuwait, de-
scribing them as ‘“‘excellent.”

In his speech at the opening of the second Turkish-
Kuwaiti Village in the presence of Turkish Ambas-
sador Tuba Nur Sonmez, Cam said, “From trade to
defense, health and education, we strive to strength-
en cooperation between us to advance it further and
further under the wise leadership of President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan and His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Nawaf Al-Ahmad.

We are only one month away from celebrating the 60th
anniversary of our diplomatic relations with Kuwait, in
addition to the relations of friendship and cooperation that
are based on a long history. Such events contribute di-
rectly to strengthening these ties.

We remember the strong cultural ties that constitute
the core of the fraternal relations between Turkey and
Kuwait. The two countries also share many common
values. Our customs are similar, and our cuisines are
distinguished by noticeable similarities. We also be-
long to the same great Islamic civilization, which is
what gives rise to pride.

Both countries belong to an ancient civilization that
promotes the values of compassion, peace and diversity.
Our civilization has an inherited spirit of peaceful coex-
istence.

Furthermore, we cannot remain silent in the face of
great tragedy and persecution ongoing in Gaza, which
deeply hurts our souls.

The Israeli attacks since October 7 have turned Gaza
into a cemetery for children, destroyed thousands of
buildings including hospitals, mosques and churches,
and caused the martyrdom of more than 13,000 inno-
cent souls. More than 1.4 million people have been
displaced, basic services disrupted, and basic life ne-
cessities depleted.

The situation in Gaza is no longer tolerable, in light of
international double standards, the green light given to
the Israeli occupation, and the inability of international
institutions to stop the violence, all of which confirm the
importance of unity among Muslims.
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Top and above: Some more photos from the opening of the second Turkish-Kuwaiti
Village.

MP Al-Jumhur raises some demands

Eng Al-Enezi briefs housing minister
on ‘East Taima Project’ during tour

By Abdul Nasser Al-Aslami
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Nov 26: The Minister of
Justice and the Minister of State for Housing
Affairs Faleh Al-Rakba held an inspection
tour of the East Taima project last Thursday
in the presence of MP Fayez Al-Jumhur and
the leaders of the Public Authority for Hous-
ing Welfare (PAHW).

In a press statement, PAHW explained
that the housing minister, during the visit,
was given a brief explanation from the Act-
ing Director General of Housing Affairs
Eng. Rashid Al-Enezi regarding the com-
ponents of the project, which includes 509
houses, each of which consists of two floors,
in addition to its infrastructure services and
a number of public buildings.

The Minister of Housing Affairs Al-
Rakba also listened to the observations of a
number of citizens whom he met during the
tour, and some of the demands raised by MP
Fayez Al-Jumhur.

The citizens’ comments centered around
their desire to be allowed to construct an ad-
ditional floor for the residents of the area, in
addition to their request to be allowed to ex-
change between them and citizens the same
type of houses in East Sabah Al-Ahmad

City that were created for the same category,
namely “those who sold their houses”.

Citizens submitted a request for approval
to the Kuwait Credit Bank to issue a loan for
people with special needs to build additional
facilities in these houses such as an elevator,
just like their fellow citizens in residential
homes in the organization’s regular distribu-
tions.

Minister Al-Rakba promised the citizens
that all their demands will be studied, and
that he would strive to approve them.

He stressed the keenness of the Council
of Ministers and the National Assembly to
alleviate the suffering of Kuwaiti citizens as
soon as they became aware of them.

In his speech, the minister indicated that
all the observations made by citizens are
essential and deserve to be examined and
taken into consideration as soon as possible
after completing the legal, technical and ad-
ministrative frameworks for them.

At the end of the tour, the minister thanked
MP Fayez Al-Jumhur, the citizens, and the
technical staff supervising the implementa-
tion of the project. He also issued instruc-
tions to the director general of PAHW to
submit an urgent report to him within the
next week regarding the citizens’ demands
and the necessary measures to achieve them.

Municipal Council’s panels to meet

Awqaf request okayed to allot mosque site
within Quran Printing Authority’s premises

By Inass Awadh
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Nov 26: Kuwait Munici-
pality has approved the request of the Min-
istry of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs to allo-
cate a mosque site within the boundaries of
the building of the Public Authority for the
Printing and Publishing of Quran, the Sun-
na and its Sciences, with an area of 2,897
square meters, located in South Surra.

Regarding the proposal of the Municipal
Council members Sharifa Al-Shalfan and
Ismail Behbehani to amend the Municipal
Council’s decision for a bicycle path, the
municipality said it is not possible to ap-
prove the path permanently until a decision
is issued to prepare recommendations and
standards for bicycle paths.

In this context, the joint committee of
the Technical Committee and the Legal
and Financial Committee of the Munici-
pal Council, headed by Dr. Hassan Kamal,
will hold a meeting on Tuesday to discuss
the amendment of the regulations organiz-
ing construction works and the schedules
attached to it, in addition to discussing
the final version of the proposal to amend
schedule No. 1 regarding the requirements

and specifications for private and model
residential buildings.

On the other hand, the Municipal Coun-
cil’s Technical Committee, headed by Dr.
Hassan Kamal, will hold a meeting on
Wednesday to discuss a number of items on
its agenda, the most important of which is
the request of the Public Authority for Food
and Nutrition (PAFN) to amend the decision
of the committee in charge of carrying out
the duties of the Municipal Council by li-
censing more than one shop for one activity
for each of the permitted activities.

The committee is studying the proposal
submitted by the Chairman of the Munici-
pal Council Abdullah Al-Mahri regarding
unifying the uses of the plots overlooking
the main streets in Kuwait City, and the two
proposals submitted by member Dr. Hassan
Kamal regarding allocating land for storage
and establishing service areas at the Kuwaiti
border posts.

It is also studying the proposal submitted
by member Fahad Al-Abduljader regarding
abandoned properties, in addition to a pro-
posal submitted by member Alia Al-Farisi
for moving and allocating a new site for
uses and activities located in East Dajeej
and South Khaitan.
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Al-Ghazali Road to close: The Public
Authority for Roads and Land Transport
announced that the authority, in coordina-
tion with the General Traffic Department,
will close Al-Ghazali Road in both direc-
tions for 4 hours from 1:00 am until 5:00
am for two days, as of from Tuesday, re-
ports Al-Rai daily.
a a a

Tool to ID non-smokers at risk: Re-
searchers from the Massachusetts Gen-
eral Hospital Cardiovascular Imaging
Research Center and Harvard Medical
School in Boston, United States of Ameri-
ca have developed an artificial intelligence
tool that can identify non-smokers at risk
of developing lung cancer, reports Al-
Qabas daily.

It has been reported that researchers de-
veloped the ‘CXR Lung-Risk’ model us-
ing 147,000 chest images of the more than
17,000 patients included in the study with
an average age of 63 years. They found out
that 28 percent of the patients were consid-

ered high-risk by artificial intelligence and
29 percent of them were later diagnosed
with lung cancer.

g a a

48 e-services provided: The Ministry
of Electricity, Water and Renewable En-
ergy is moving at a steady pace towards
converting all its services into electronic
ones through various applications, in ad-
dition to the Sahel application, reports Al-
Anba daily quoting sources.

Sources revealed that the ministry current-
ly provides more than 48 services through its
platforms; including customer service, exten-
sions and others. Sources said the ministry
has started working on introducing artificial
intelligence into its services to keep pace
with modern technology and provide better
services to the public. Sources explained that
artificial intelligence will make it easier for
customers to complete their transactions once
their data is entered into the system, indicat-
ing that work is underway to program special
systems which will work on artificial intel-
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KFH launches ‘Movember’ campaign

Bid to raise awareness on men’s health ... follow right preventive measures

‘Over 524 posts lying vacant in
number of educational bodies’

MoE said records highest number with 278

KUWAIT CITY, Nov 26: In continu-
ation of its health awareness campaign
that is part of its corporate social re-
sponsibility program, Kuwait Finance
House (KFH) launched the ‘Movem-
ber’ campaign to raise awareness on
men’s health and encourage them to
follow the right preventive measures,
reports Al-Anba daily.

Through its corporate social respon-
sibility program, KFH is organizing
such campaigns throughout the year
as part of its ongoing commitment to
raise public health awareness in order
to encourage its employees and the
public to follow a healthy lifestyle.
This is in addition to achieving the
sustainability goals of KFH to main-

tain the safety and health of its staff,
and the public in general.

The ‘Movember’ campaign is a
global event that is held every No-
vember to focus on health, specifically
for men; similar to the breast cancer
awareness campaign in October, dur-
ing which women are made aware of
the significance of early screening
to increase the rate of survival from
breast cancer.

The ‘Movember’ campaign in-
cludes many awareness events like
the posts on various social media ac-
counts of KFH under @KFHGroup.
These posts are awareness messages
from specialized doctors in coopera-
tion with Al-Salam Hospital and the

Dasman Diabetes Institute.

A short film showing Mohammed
Al-Hajri, a medical student who has
been suffering from diabetes since
childhood, is uploaded on the social
media accounts of KFH.

In the film, Al-Hajri talks about his
way of living with the disease, and his
advice on how to deal with diabetes
through a healthy and balanced life-
style.

At the human resources level, the
bank launched a special health aware-
ness campaign for men; providing
various advice on taking care of one’s
health, urging people to exercise and
pay attention to nutritional values to
achieve balance.

MoC seeks to invest in restaurant site in Liberation Tower

PAMA organizes open meeting for top officials

By Abdel Nasser Al-Aslami and
Mohammed Ghanem

Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Nov 26: The Public
Authority for Minors Affairs (PAMA)
organized an open meeting for about
80 of its supervisors, including depu-
ties, directors, inspectors, and depart-
ment heads, with
the acting Direc-
tor General of
PAMA Engineer
Hamad  Abdul-
latif Al-Barjas to
discuss mecha-
nisms for the
effective imple-
mentation of
strategies, plans,
and  programs
for  developing
performance and
new services for PAMA in the coming
period.

During the meeting titled “Author-
ity Deserves the Best” organized by
the Training and Administrative De-
velopment Department, Al-Barjas af-
firmed the importance of dialogue and
interaction between the PAMA’s cad-
res to enhance common understanding,
coordination and cooperation between
the various departments and cadres to
ensure the accurate and effective appli-
cation of the requirements for imple-
menting strategies, plans and programs
on all levels.

He also stressed the importance of

Eng Al-Barjas

the human element, which represents
the pillar of developing performance
and services in PAMA, taking into ac-
count the privacy of those under care,
clients, and those dealing with PAMA,
as well as the nature of the PAMA’s
service work and its humanitarian mis-
sion.

Al-Barjas revealed that PAMA will
implement many initiatives to motivate
and encourage PAMA’s cadres and en-
hance the spirit of belonging and giv-
ing, including rewarding distinguished
employees in each department on a
regular basis, and intensifying training
and qualification programs, especially
in the areas of enhancing communica-
tion skills and the spirit of responsibil-
ity on an ongoing basis.

He explained that PAMA will con-
tinue to focus during the coming pe-
riod on developing performance based
on raising productivity and the level
of quality of services by intensifying
mechanization programs and reducing
the documentary cycle to implement
more digital transformation solutions.
It will implement more programs to
measure performance and quality of
services, and seek the opinions of
those dealing with PAMA in order to
increase the level of general satisfac-
tion among clients and those under
care from various segments.

g Q Q

MoC to invest in eatery site: Ac-
cording to informed sources from the
Ministry of Communications, the min-
istry is currently seeking to remove all

obstacles related to the delay in issuing
abid to invest in the site designated for
a restaurant in the Liberation Tower.
Among the procedures that the minis-
try is seeking to finalize is the licens-
ing of the Kuwait Fire Service Direc-
torate, with which a meeting was held
recently.

The sources explained that the min-
istry was late by 18 years in investing
in the site and did not launch a public
bid, which led to the public treasury
being deprived of generating revenues
that it would have obtained by invest-
ing in the site, as it is located in a stra-
tegic location in the Liberation Tower.

The ministry’s endeavor to invest
in the site comes in implementation of
Cabinet’s Decision No. 405, which in-
cludes items related to ways to develop
revenues in the public finances of all
government agencies, including the
Ministry of Communications.

In a separate context, the sources re-
ported that the ministry had addressed
the concerned authorities to create an
organizational unit that would follow
up on the ministry’s debts and dues to
others, which amounted to KD 87.4
million, in exchange for the ministry’s
telephone and non-telephone services.

They said this step comes in im-
plementation of the directives and
decisions of the Council of Ministers
aimed at taking measures to collect
debts so that they do not result in any
accumulation of debts and then the
loss of public money, and in consid-
eration of the difficulty in collecting
the debts.

What happened

Continued from Page 1

If there was a realistic Arab vision, then those who com-
mitted this adventure must be tried by an Arab tribunal com-
posed of all countries, as no one can take millions to a mas-
sacre to implement a suspicious agenda.

For once, the Arabs must have the heart of one man, and
know how to steer this situation, and not be separated by Is-
raeli electronic files or petty calculations. What happened in
Gaza is much greater than all petty calculations, but we can’t
stop to wonder whether Arabs realize this or not.

Amiri amnesty

Continued from Page 1

The Complaints and Petitions Committee met on the same
day with State Minister for Municipal and Communications
Affairs Fahd Al-Shualah, as well as Minister of Commerce
and Industry and State Minister for Youth Affairs Muham-
mad Al-Aiban in attendance.

The Budgets and Final Accounts Committee also met
to discuss the most important comments of the State Audit
Bureau (SAB) about the recruitment procedures for fiscal
2022/2023. The representatives of the Civil Service Com-
mission (CSC) attended the meeting.

The Human Rights Protection Committee discussed the
role of charities in supporting the Palestinian issue with the
representatives of a number of charities.

The Public Facilities Committee discussed the bill on
amending Kuwait Municipality Law number 33/2016.

Furthermore, in his interview with Al-Majlis TV (Na-
tional Assembly TV), member of the Legal and Legislative
Affairs Committee MP Shuaib Shabaan confirmed that the
current parliamentarian-parliamentarian and parliamentari-
an-governmental cooperation is unprecedented. He hopes
this cooperation will continue in favor of the citizens.

“Initially, the government has no objection to increasing
the zero-interest loan amount for retirees. The point of con-
tention is over the maximum amount of loan as the MPs are
keen on specifying the maximum loan amount at 21 times of
the beneficiary’s pension, while the government insists that
it should be 14 times only,” he explained.

He also stressed the need to amend the Kuwait Fund for
Arab Economic Development (KFAED) Law in order to re-
quire Assembly approval before granting loans, such that the
citizens are aware of how its funds are spent.

He praised the efforts exerted by the Parliamentary Pri-
orities Committee to present a clear schedule for the second
round of the 17th parliamentary term.

On the other hand, Assembly Speaker Ahmed Al-Saadoun
recently met with Ambassador of Iran to Kuwait Muham-
mad Toutounchi with Secretary at the Iranian Embassy Mar-

«Mujezat Al-Shifa»: Bee bread
cleanses the body of accumulated
toxins and heavy metals

The nutrition consultant at Mujezat Al-Shifa
Company reported that
the majority of people
are exposed to degrees
of poisoning with heavy
metals, the most common
of which is aluminum, as
it leaks into foods cooked
in aluminum pots and
there are particles of it in
the air and in drinking water.

She said: Bee bread is one of the richest bee
products with antioxidants and nutritional
content of proteins, including essential amino
acids, vitamins and minerals necessary to re-
synthesis hemoglobin and get rid of anemia.
Moreover, studies have scientifically proven
its superior ability to quickly purify the body
and its organs of toxins, especially the liver,
due to the presence of the mineral selenium in
abundance in bee bread.

iam Al-Hashmi in attendance. He also met with Palestinian
Ambassador to Kuwait Rami Tahboub and Ambassador of
Serbia to Kuwait Filip Katic.

Kuwait urges

Continued from Page 1

transport boats. Such disturbances, the company explained,
have the potential to negatively impact the efficiency and
operational activities of foreign exports associated with the
refinery.

The appeal serves as a proactive measure to ensure the
smooth functioning and unhindered operations of Al-Zour
Refinery, a vital component of Kuwait’s petroleum infra-
structure. By urging seafarers and fishing boats to steer clear
of the designated area, the Kuwait Integrated Petroleum In-
dustries Company aims to prevent any unintended disrup-
tions that may impede the refinery’s critical role in the coun-
try’s oil and gas sector.

Second wave

Continued from Page 1

Meanwhile, Kuwait is keen on continuing support for the
Palestinians in the Gaza Strip and this sentiment is evident
in the Kuwaiti air bridge, which features the participation of
more than 30 entities, said an official on Sunday.

This came in a statement by Minister of Social Affairs,
Minister of Family and Childhood Affairs Sheikh Firas Al-
Malek Al-Sabah to Kuwait News Agency (KUNA) prior to
the takeoff of two relief planes heading towards Al-Arish
city, Egypt. The departure of the aircrafts brings the total of
relief aid planes to 29.

The minister revealed that the amount of relief aid sent to
the people of Gaza since the start of the campaign reached a
total of 850 tons.

On his part, Kuwait Red Crescent Society’s (KRCS) di-
rector of emergency management Yousef Al-Miraj affirmed
that all Kuwaiti relief shipments had arrived inside the Gaza
strip.

Al-Miraj explained that today’s KRCS relief flight con-
sisted of 10 tons of materials, loaded with medical and relief
supplies.

The KRCS’s volunteers will accompany the materials to
Al-Arish airport and then to the Egyptian Red Crescent in
preparation for handing it over to its Palestinian counterpart,
who in turn with distribute it in Gaza.

On his part, Kuwait Relief Society’s Deputy Director
General and General Supervisor of the (support for Pales-
tine) campaign, Omar Al-Thuwaini said that today’s trip saw
the society delivering 40 tons of material and consisting of
300 tents, food, winter clothes, sterilizers, medical tools and
two ambulances.

Al-Thuwaini affirmed the society’s keenness to provide
assistance to the Palestinians in the Gaza Strip until the situ-
ation stabilizes, pointing out that the selection of various re-
lief materials was due to the strong demand by the Palestin-
ians, especially with the arrival of winter and the shortage of
medical supplies

The pause has given some respite to Gaza’s 2.3 million
people, still reeling from relentless Israeli bombardment that
has driven three-quarters of the population from their homes
and leveled residential areas. Rocket fire from Gaza mili-
tants into Israel also went silent.

War-weary Palestinians in northern Gaza, where the of-
fensive has focused, returned to the streets to survey the
damage Entire city blocks in and around Gaza City have
been gutted by airstrikes that hollowed out buildings and left
drifts of rubble in the street.

In southern Gaza, where hundreds of thousands of peo-
ple from the north have sought refuge, residents lined up
outside gas stations for a second day, hoping to stock up
on fuel. Palestinians who have tried to return to the north
to see if their homes are still intact have been turned back
by Israeli troops.

“Many are desperate to return to their homes, but they
open fire on anyone approaching from the south,” said Rami
Hazarein, who fled from Gaza City last month.

The Israeli military has ordered Palestinians not to return
to the north or approach within a kilometer (0.6 mile) of the
border fence. The Palestinian Red Crescent rescue service
said Israeli forces opened fire Sunday on two farmers in cen-
tral Gaza, killing one and wounding the other. It did not pro-
vide further details, and there was no immediate comment
from the military.

By Abdul Rahman Al-Shammari
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Nov 26:
“All in ruins to its roofs” is a
description of the condition
of most educational institu-
tions that have witnessed a
large vacancy in their lead-
ership and supervisory po-
sitions for years, until they
have become managed in
acting capacity in an attempt
to cushion its negative effects.

According to informed sources, the
number of vacant positions in various
leadership and supervisory positions
in various educational institutions ex-
ceeded 524 positions, including under-
secretaries, assistant undersecretaries,
directors, general secretaries, deans,
inspectors, and department heads.

The Ministry of Education recorded
the highest vacant positions with 278
vacant positions, followed by the Pub-
lic Authority for Applied Education and
Training with 140 vacant positions, Ku-
wait University with 49 vacant positions,
Kuwait Institute for Scientific Research
with 29 vacant positions, Ministry of
Higher Education with 19 vacant posi-
tions, in addition to the National Center
for Development, the Secretary General
of Private Universities, and the Supreme
Education Council.

Some educational institutions attrib-
uted the reasons for the delay in filling
these positions to the dissolution of the
National Assembly several times, which
led to obstructing the work of the Per-
sonnel Affairs Committee to fill vacant
supervisory positions, in addition to the
resignation of the government during the
previous period several times, which led
to the cessation of appointments to super-
visory positions in the state.

Educational institutions have a list
of all vacant supervisory positions
in all their sectors that have not been
filled for a long time, due to the lack
of employees in the ministry who meet
the conditions for filling them, and are
content with temporary assignments,
which sometimes last for years, to fill

]

KUNA photo

Al-Mannai during his participation in the media forum.

KUNA partakes in Jeddah media forum

Kuwait News Agency (KUNA) par-
took in the International Media Fo-
rum titled (The Role of Media in In-
citing Hatred and Violence - Risks
of Misinformation and Bias) held in
Jeddah on Sunday.

The one-day forum was organ-
ized by the Union of News Agen-
cies of the Organization of Islamic
Cooperation (UNA) with a specific
focus on the Palestinian cause and

involved participant-led discussion
sessions aimed at fostering optimal
cooperation and understanding to
attain the forum’s intended objec-
tives.

Deputy Director General for Ad-
ministrative and Financial Affairs
Mohammad Al-Mannai and Direc-
tor of Marketing and Public Rela-
tion Issam Al-Ruwayeh represent-
ed KUNA at the forum. (KUNA)

this supervisory position.

The sources warned against the fill-
ing of leadership positions and vacant
supervisory positions through favoritism,
disregarding competencies and experi-
ences, and adhering to the “this is our
son” approach, demanding the listing of
the names of employees holding supervi-
sory positions in acting capacity without
being assigned such positions officially,
in addition with a statement of their titles,
job grades, academic certificates, years of
practical experience, and the duration of
their tenure in the assigned supervisory
position.

They stressed also the need to de-
termine whether any of the occupants
of supervisory positions are eligible to

be placed in the position they are as-
signed to work in, and to ensure the
conditions of the Civil Service Com-
mission (CSC) are applied to them, so
that transparency is the principle and
approach used to fill these positions
and it is not left to the whims of an
official or coordination between the
members of the interview committees.

The sources said the Ministry of
Education is considered the top educa-
tional body in terms of vacancies, as a
total of 278 vacant positions were list-
ed including the undersecretary posi-
tion, and eight assistant undersecretary
positions, which means all leadership
positions are vacant in the Ministry of
Education.
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INTERNATIONAL

World News Roundup

Europe

‘Frozen conflict’

Finland blames Russia
for ‘influx’ of migrants

HELSINKI, Nov 26, (AP): When Finland joined
NATO earlier this year, Russia threatened retaliation.
Now, hundreds of migrants from the Middle East and
Africa have appeared at Finland’s border from Russia,
seeking entry into the Nordic country.

Finnish officials say the sudden surge in asylum-
seekers is no coincidence. They accuse Russia of driv-
ing the migrants to the border to sow discord as pay-
back for Finland’s membership in NATO.

There has long been a trickle of asylum-seekers
showing up at border checkpoints in Finland, which is
the European Union’s easternmost member. But this
month saw a sudden surge.

According to official statistics, more than 900 mi-
grants have arrived in Finland so far since August,
more than 800 in November
alone.

Finnish authorities say they
hail from countries including
Syria, Yemen, Somalia, Iraq
and Afghanistan, and that un-
like in the past, the Russian
authorities let them get that far
even though they lack docu-
ments.

They arrive in sneakers in
Finland’s harsh winter condi-
tions, most riding bicycles.

“We have proof showing
that, unlike before, not only Russian border authori-
ties are letting people without proper documentation
to the Finnish border, but they are also actively help-
ing them to the border zone,” Finnish Foreign Min-
ister Elina Valtonen told The Associated Press on
Wednesday.

Finnish authorities quickly closed four checkpoints
and then three more, leaving just one Arctic crossing
point open for asylum-seekers. They sent Finnish sol-
diers to erect barbed wire and concrete barriers along
the frontier.

Finland also asked for help from EU border agency
Frontex, which said it would send dozens of officers
and equipment as reinforcements to the Finnish bor-
der. Prime Minister Petteri Orpo said there has been a
“serious disruption of border security,” but authorities
also insist that they have the situation under control.

Closures

The Kremlin denies encouraging the migrants, and
says it regrets the Finnish border closures. Russian
Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Maria Zakharova
argued Wednesday that Helsinki should have instead
tried to “to work out a mutually acceptable solution or
receive explanation.”

Western countries have for years accused Russia
and its ally Belarus of using migrants seeking safe-
ty and economic opportunity in Europe as pawns to
destabilize Western democracies. European leaders
called it a form of “hybrid warfare” that Moscow de-
ploys against them, along with disinformation, elec-
tion interference and cyber attacks.

Finnish Foreign Minister Valtonen told the AP that
there is no doubt that Russia “is instrumentalizing mi-
grants” as part of its “hybrid warfare” against Finland
following the nation’s entry into NATO - a decision
prompted by Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine.

Other Western experts agree.

“The Finns are quite right the Russians have been
weaponizing migration for some time allied with ag-
gressive disinformation - the idea being simply to
produce ‘wedges’ within societies they judge to be
hostile,” said Klaus Dodds, a geopolitics professor at
Royal Holloway, University of London.

EU Home Affairs Commissioner Ylva Johansson
said this week that the challenges on Finland’s border
gave her a feeling of “deja vu.”

Finnish President Sauli Niinistd noted this week
that Russia, in 2015 and 2016, permitted asylum-seek-
ers to approach border checkpoints in northern Fin-
land. It was seen as a response to Finland increasing
training activities with NATO.

Also:

MOSCOW: Russian authorities on Sunday claimed
that Ukraine tried to attack Moscow with dozens of
drones overnight, just a day after Russia launched its
most intense drone attack on Kyiv since the beginning
of its full-scale war in 2022, according to Ukrainian
officials.

Russian air defenses brought down at least 24
drones over the Moscow region - which surrounds but
does not include the capital - and three other provinces
to the south and west, the Russian Defense Ministry
and Moscow mayor Sergei Sobyanin reported in a
series of Telegram updates. Neither referenced any
casualties.

Andrei Vorobyev, governor of the Moscow region,
wrote on Telegram that the drone strikes damaged
three unspecified buildings there, adding that no one
was hurt.

Valtonen

a Qo a

PRAGUE: Slovakia’s new prime minister, Robert
Fico, said on Friday he considers the war between
Ukraine and Russia a frozen conflict that cannot
be solved by sending arms to the Ukrainian armed
forces.

Fico ended his country’s military aid for Ukraine
after his new government was sworn in on Oct. 25.

After meeting his Czech counterpart, Petr Fiala, in
Prague on Friday, he said he would prefer the Rus-
sian and Ukrainian sides sit at a negotiation table. He
didn’t say how to achieve that.

Fico traveled to Prague for his first bilateral for-
eign trip. The leaders of the two countries that once
formed Czechoslovakia traditionally visit each other
after they get elected before visiting any other heads
of state. They have remained close to each since after
Czechoslovakia split into the Czech Republic and Slo-
vakia in 1993.

a o a

ROME: Tens of thousands took to the streets of Italy’s
main cities on Saturday to mark International Day for
the Elimination of Violence against Women, just as an
Italian man suspected of killing his ex-girlfriend was
extradited from Germany.

The slaying of 22-year-old university student Gi-
ulia Cecchettin, allegedly at the hands of her former
boyfriend, sparked outrage across Italy, where on av-
erage one woman is killed every three days.

Suspect Filippo Turetta, 21, landed at the Venice
airport around mid-morning on Saturday. He was im-
mediately transferred to a prison in the northern city
of Verona to face questions in the investigation into
Cecchettin’s death, Italian media reported.

Cecchettin had disappeared after meeting Turetta
for a burger at a shopping mall near Venice, just days
before she was to receive her degree in biomedical en-
gineering. The case gripped Italy.
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US President Joe Biden meets with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy in the East Room of the White House on Sept 21, 2023, in Washington. Biden’s nearly
$106 billion aid package for Ukraine, Israel and other needs sits idle in Congress, neither approved nor rejected, but subjected to new political demands. Republi-
cans are insisting on US-Mexico border policy provisions in exchange for any new funds for Ukraine to fight Russia. (AP)

People gather in the parking lot of the
Hamilton County Board of Elections as
people arrive for early in-person voting
in Cincinnati on Nov 2. Ohio’s new con-
stitutional projections for abortion ac-
cess are supposed to take effect Dec
7. But existing abortion-related lawsuits
are moving again now that voters have
decided the question, creating uncer-
tainty about how and when the amend-
ment will be implemented. (AP)

America

‘Family received no updates’ An
attorney for Derek Chauvin, the former
Minneapolis police officer convicted of
murdering George Floyd, said Saturday
that Chauvin’s family has been kept in the
dark by federal prison officials after he was
stabbed in prison.

The lawyer, Gregory M. Erickson,
slammed the lack of transparency by the Fed-
eral Bureau of Prisons a day after his client
was stabbed on Friday by another inmate at
the Federal Correctional Institution in Tuc-
son, Arizona, a prison that has been plagued
by security lapses and staffing shortages.

A person familiar with the matter told
The Associated Press on Friday that Chau-
vin was seriously injured in the stabbing.
The person spoke to the AP on condition of
anonymity because they were not authorized
to publicly discuss the attack. On Saturday,
Brian Evans, a spokesperson for the Min-
nesota attorney general’s office, said: “We
have heard that he is expected to survive.”

Erickson said Chauvin’s family and his
attorneys have hit a wall trying to obtain
information about the attack from Bureau
of Prisons officials. He said Chauvin’s fam-
ily has been forced to assume he is in stable
condition, based only on news accounts, and
has been contacting the prison repeatedly
seeking updates but have been provided
with no information. (AP)

a o Q

Flight data recorder recovered: The
flight data recorder of a large US Navy
plane that overshot a runway and ended up
in the water near Honolulu this week has
been recovered as the military continues to
plan for the aircraft’s removal.

The Navy’s Aircraft Mishap Board is in-
vestigating on scene at Marine Corps Base
Hawaii in Kaneohe Bay, trying to determine
the cause of the accident and any contributing
factors, the Navy said Friday in a statement.

Sailors from a mobile diving and salvage
unit retrieved the data recorder Thursday
and conducted a hydrographic survey to as-
sess the P-8A plane’s structural integrity.

The survey also assessed the coral and
marine environment around the plane,
which will aid them in minimizing impact
during its removal, the Navy said.

Politics

Santos says he expects to be kicked out of Congress

Trump draws cheers, jeers in Haley’s backyard

COLUMBIA, South Carolina, Nov
26, (AP): Donald Trump used col-
lege football rivalry weekend to bask
among his supporters in a state and
region that are key to his presidential
fortunes, while trying to upstage his
Republican opponent Nikki Haley on
her home turf at the Clemson-South
Carolina football game.

The former president and current
front-runner for the 2024 Republican
nomination walked into Williams-Brice
Stadium in Columbia on Saturday night
to chants of “We want Trump! We want
Trump!” from fans gathered for the an-
nual Palmetto Bowl, the state’s biggest
sporting event of the year.

Haley, a Clemson alumna and trus-
tee who was twice elected South Caro-
lina governor, did not attend.

Political

Trump was a guest of Gov Henry
McMaster, Haley’s successor. The en-
tourage, which entered through a veri-
table tunnel of Trump supporters on its
way to a private suite, also included
South Carolina’s senior U.S. Sen Lind-
sey Graham, giving the former presi-
dent a show of local political force at
a game featuring Haley’s alma mater.

McMaster ascended to the gover-
nor’s office in 2017 when Trump ele-
vated Haley to United Nations ambas-
sador. Graham and Haley have mostly
been allies over the years. But both
men now back Trump, and the former
president enjoys a wide polling lead
among Republican primary voters.
That includes nationally and in early
nominating states like South Carolina.

At halftime, Trump came down
to the field with McMaster, drawing
mostly cheers and a smattering of boos
as he walked around, posed for a few
photos and waved. ESPN’s broadcast
on the SEC Network also showed the
former president sitting with McMas-
ter during the game.

Hours before kickoff, Trump’s
campaign announced that he had been
endorsed by “more South Carolina leg-
islators than all opposing candidates
combined,” including new backing
from six state lawmakers who had pre-
viously supported US Sen Tim Scott,
before the South Carolinian ended his
presidential bid earlier this month.

Columbia was primed for Trump’s

Kaneohe Bay residents have expressed
concerns about possible coral reef damage
and other potential harm from fuel or other
chemicals in the area, which is about 1.5

Debate over Ukraine aid complicated;
then tangled up in US border security

WASHINGTON, Nov 26 (AP): As
war and winter collide, a top ad-
viser to Ukrainian President Volo-
dymyr Zelenskyy acknowledged
during a recent visit to Washington
that the days ahead “will be tough”
as his country battles Russia while
US support from Congress hangs
in the balance.

President Joe Biden’s near-
ly $106 billion aid package for
Ukraine, Israel and other needs sits
idle in Congress, neither approved
nor rejected, but subjected to new
political demands from Republi-
cans who are insisting on US-Mexi-
co border policy changes to halt the
flow of migrants.

Linking Ukraine’s military assis-
tance to US border security inter-
jects one of the most divisive do-
mestic political issues - immigration
and border crossings - into the mid-
dle of an intensifying debate over
wartime foreign policy.

When Congress returns this com-
ing week from the holiday break,
Biden’s request will be a top item
on the to-do list, and the stakes
couldn’t be higher. Failure risks de-

laying US military aid to Kyiv and
Israel, along with humanitarian as-
sistance for Gaza, in the midst of
two wars, potentially undermining
America’s global standing.

“It's coming at a crucial time,”
said Luke Coffey, a senior fellow
at the Hudson Institute, which re-
cently hosted Andriy Yermak, the
Ukrainian president’s chief of staff,
at the discussion in Washington.

“We’re running out of money,”
Coffey said in an interview.

What just a year ago was over-
whelming support for Ukraine’s
young democracy as it reaches for
an alliance with the West to stop
Russian President Vladimir Putin’s
invasion has devolved into another
partisan fight in the United States.

Members of Congress over-
whelmingly support Ukraine, em-
bracing Zelenskyy as they did
when he arrived on a surprise
visit last December to a hero’s wel-
come. But the continued delivery of
U.S. military and government aid is
losing favor with a hard-right wing
of Republican lawmakers and with
some Americans.

visit. Around the stadium Saturday af-
ternoon, more than a half-dozen elec-
tronic billboards around the capital
city of Columbia boasted a message
noting Trump’s 2020 election loss and
his pending legal cases: “You lost.
You're guilty. Welcome to Columbia,
Donald.”

Some vendors around the venue,
meanwhile, hawked Trump-related
merchandise, including “Trump 2020”
flags, from the previous election cycle.
And some fans entering the stadium
before Trump’s arrival chanted “Let’s
Go Brandon!” - a derogatory reference
to President Joe Biden, who defeated
Trump in 2020.

Also:

NEW YORK: US Rep George Santos
said he expects to be expelled from
Congress following a scathing report

miles (2.4 kilometers) from an ancient fish-

ing point. (AP)

British Prime Minister Rishi Sunak, next to Emma White, hammers a piece of

jewellery during a meeting with small business owners from Sunny Bank Mills,

at The Emma White Jewellery Studio in Sunny Bank Mills, Farsley, Britain on
Nov 23. (AP)

by the House Ethics Committee that
found substantial evidence of law-
breaking by the New York Republican.

In a defiant speech Friday sprinkled
with taunts and obscenities aimed at
his congressional colleagues, Santos
insisted he was “not going anywhere.”
But he acknowledged that his time as
a member of Congress, at least, may
soon be coming to an end.

“I know I'm going to get expelled
when this expulsion resolution goes
to the floor,” he said Friday night dur-
ing a conversation on X Spaces. “I’ve
done the math over and over, and it
doesn’t look really good.”

The comments came one week after
the Republican chairman of the House
Ethics Committee, Michael Guest, in-
troduced a resolution to expel Santos
once the body returns from Thanksgiv-
ing break.

3-year-old killed at hotel: A 3-year-
old was shot and killed Saturday at an ex-
tended stay hotel in South Florida, authori-
ties said.

Deputies and first responders from Tama-
rac Fire Rescue responded to a call about a
shooting just after 8 am, the Broward Sher-
iff’s Office said in a news release.

Officials said the injured child was ac-
companied by a woman. The child was pro-
nounced dead at the scene.

The news release did not offer details about
the relationship between the woman and child,
nor did officials provide their names or the
child’s gender. The release also offered no de-
tails about what led to the shooting.

The Broward Sheriff’s Office Homicide
Unit is investigating. (AP)

a Q Q

Mayor breaks ribs in crash: The mayor
of a south Louisiana city underwent surgery
Saturday for a broken collarbone, ribs and
ankle after a hunting accident.

Plaquemine Mayor Ed Reeves was hunt-
ing Friday morning when his four-wheeler
hit a large hole, flipped and landed on top of
him, according to a post shared to the city’s
Facebook page.

The city noted that Reeves will be in the
hospital for a few days.

“He is expected to make a full recovery,”
the post reads. “We ask that you keep him in
your prayers.” (AP)
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Unions vow pushback

Ecuador’s president
repeals ‘guidelines’

QUITO, Ecuador, Nov 26, (AP): Less than 48 hours
into his term, Ecuador President Daniel Noboa has
repealed controversial guidelines established by the
country’s left a decade ago that eliminated penalties
for people found carrying illegal drugs under certain
amounts.

Noboa’s decision fulfilled a campaign promise to
fight drug trafficking. Consequences of the illegal
trade, particularly cocaine, have kept Ecuadorians on
edge as killings, kidnappings, robberies, extortion and
other crimes reached unprecedented levels.

A statement from Noboa’s office announcing the
move argued that the old guidelines “encouraged mi-
cro-trafficking” and characterized them as a “harm-
ful element for Ecuadorian society.” Noboa also
directed the ministries of in-
terior and public health to de-
velop “coordinated informa-
tion, prevention and control
programs on the consumption
of narcotic and psychotropic
substances” and to offer treat-
ment and rehabilitation to
“habitual and problematic oc-
casional users.”

The guidelines were adopted
in 2013 during the presidency
of Rafael Correa under the
argument that illegal drug use
was a public health problem and users should not be
sent to prison. The quantities used in the guidelines at-
tempted to differentiate drug consumption from drug
trafficking.

Carry

Under the parameters, an individual could carry for
personal use up to 10 grams of marijuana, 2 grams of
cocaine paste, 1 gram of cocaine, 0.10 grams of heroin
and 0.04 grams of amphetamine.

The guidelines were highly criticized from the start
by Ecuador’s right, and in general, the country’s con-
servative society.

It remained unclear how Noboa’s decision will be
implemented. His predecessor, President Guillermo
Lasso, announced in January 2021 his own decision
to eliminate the parameters, arguing that they affected
“young people and children,” but it was never imple-
mented.

In addition, a ruling from Ecuador’s Constitutional
Court orders judges to distinguish between consum-
ers and traffickers when determining possible punish-
ments. Without the guidelines, however, it is unclear
how they will make the distinction.

Noboa was sworn in to office Thursday after de-
feating Luisa Gonzalez, a Correa mentee, in a runoff
election Oct. 15. His term will run only through May
2025, which is what remained of Lasso’s tenure. Las-
so cut his term short when he dissolved the National
Assembly in May as lawmakers pursued impeachment
proceedings against him.

Under Lasso’s watch, violent deaths in Ecuador
soared, reaching a record 4,600 in 2022, which was
double the number from the year before.

The spike in violence is tied to the trafficking of
cocaine produced in neighboring Colombia and Peru.
Mexican, Colombian and Balkan cartels have set
down roots in Ecuador and operate with assistance
from local criminal gangs.

Also:
BUENOS AIRES, Argentina: Right-wing populist

Javier Milei has been president-elect just four days
and already Argentina’s unions and social organiza-
tions are vowing pushback and even protests if he
makes good on his promises to slash the size of the
state and privatize companies.

Milei, who famously campaigned with a revving
chainsaw to demonstrate what he would do to public
spending, says radical measures are needed to get the
South American country’s moribund economy back to
life and reduce annual inflation of 140%.

The day after winning the election with a wider than
expected margin, 56% to 44%, the libertarian said in
a radio interview that “everything that can be in the
hands of the private sector will be in the hands of
the private sector.” He has said he wants to privatize
state-owned media companies and state-run oil and
gas firms, and has raised the possibility of privatizing
water distribution and train service, as well as ending
all public works.

Labor union leaders said Thursday they are paying
close attention to what the libertarian president-elect
says and what they are hearing is in opposition to their
interests.

“We clearly have as a central idea for the country
development, with production and the creation of
jobs, and it seems that all (Milei’s) affirmations about
cuts in the economy, about privatizations and other
things do not go down this path,” Héctor Dear, the
secretary general of the powerful General Confedera-
tion of Labor umbrella organization, said following a
meeting with labor leaders.

The most emphatic opposition so far to Milei’s
privatization plans came from the head of the Airline
Pilots Association, Pablo Biré, who said Wednesday
that Milei “will have to literally kill us” to go through
with his plan to change the ownership structure of
state-owned airline Aerolineas Argentinas.

Most labor leaders, however, have emphasized a
wait-and-see attitude, saying they’re on alert but rec-
ognize Argentines voted for Milei and will wait for
him to implement policies.

“In the moment they move forward with reforms
related to labor rights, both individual and collective,
and when the labor organizations affected by these
adjustments request it, the CGT will take a stance,”
Dear said.

Some, however, made clear the resistance has al-
ready started.

“We cannot wait to see if this man succeeds,” Dan-
iel Catalano, secretary general of the State Workers’
Association, said during the march by the Mothers of
Plaza de Mayo. “We expect absolutely nothing from
Javier Milei.”

Catalano was one of the representatives of labor un-
ions and social organizations who joined the Mothers
of Plaza de Mayo in their weekly march in downtown
Buenos Aires Thursday.

The weekly event by the human rights group made
up of mothers of children who disappeared during Ar-
gentina’s military dictatorship (1976-1983) took on a
different tone Thursday as groups called on supporters
to join the mothers to symbolically represent opposi-
tion to Milei’s government.

There’s also concern among human rights organiza-
tions about a potential setback in policies that allowed
for the prosecution of perpetrators of crimes against
humanity during the dictatorship.
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Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi, (right), South Korean Foreign Minister Park Jin (center), and Japanese Foreign Minister Yoko Kamikawa pose for a photo prior

People are helped to cross through a
flooded Muuoni River, where 8 people
are said to have drowned overnight
while crossing the river at Mukaa
area, Makueni county, Kenya’s east-
ern region on Nov 24. Flood-related
death toll is going higher everyday as
heavy rains continue to pound across
East Africa. (AP)

Mukwege

Africa

Mukwege kicks off campaign: Con-
golese Nobel Peace Prize laureate Dr Denis
Mukwege kicked off his campaign for
president in next month’s election on Satur-
day, promising to tackle corruption and the
violent conflict ravaging communities in the
country’s east.

The 68-year-old renowned medical doc-
tor told a crowd of supporters in Bukavu
city in the eastern South Kivu province that
he would also end famine in Congo, a richly
endowed but impoverished country battling
high rates of poverty and hunger.

“This is the pillar of the work we are
going to do to give back to the Congolese
people their dignity and their value,” Muk-
wege told at least 2,000 people gathered in
Bukavu, his hometown.

Mukwege was named the joint winner of
the Nobel Peace Prize in 2018 for his work
in supporting victims of sexual violence
in the fighting in Congo through the Panzi
Hospital he founded.

He is known for his yearslong activism
in the country, surviving an assassination at-
tempt in 2012 and facing death threats.

Mukwege is seeking to run in the Dec 20
election against Congolese President Felix
Tshisekedi - who is seeking reelection - and
several other popular opposition figures, in-
cluding Martin Fayulu, a former oil execu-
tive who lost to Thisekedi five years ago;
businessman Moise Katumbi; and former
Prime Minister Matata Ponyo.

“When you entrust me with the govern-
ance of this country, the first thing I want to
do is to do everything to set up an army that
will be structured and modernized,” he said.
“If you vote well, your lives will improve
and if you vote badly, you will still remain
slaves.” (AP)

Q a Q

Sierra Leone declares curfew: Sierra
Leone’s President Julius Maada Bio de-
clared a nationwide curfew Sunday after
gunmen attacked the military’s main and
largest barracks in the West African na-
tion’s capital, raising fears of a breakdown
of order amid a surge of coups in the region.

The unidentified gunmen attacked the
military armory within the Wilberforce bar-
racks in the capital, Freetown, early morn-
ing, Bio said in a statement posted on X,
formerly known as Twitter, adding that they
were driven back by security forces and
“calm has been restored.”

“As the combined team of our Security
Forces continue to root out the remnant of
the fleeing renegades, a nationwide curfew
has been declared and citizens are encour-
aged to stay indoors,” he wrote.

The country’s Ministry of Information

to the trilateral foreign ministers’ meeting in Busan, South Korea on Nov 26. (AP)

Asia

‘Drone attack by groups destroyed about 120 trucks’

SKorea, Japan & China agree to resume summit

SEOUL, South Korea, Nov 26, (AP):
Meeting for the first time in about four
years, the top diplomats from South
Korea, Japan and China agreed Sunday
to revive cooperation among the Asian
neighbors and resume their leaders’
trilateral summit - but without a spe-
cific timing.

Closely linked economically and
culturally with one another, the three
countries together account for about
25% of the global gross domestic
product. But efforts to boost coop-
eration have often hit a snag because
of a mix of issues including histori-
cal disputes stemming from Japan’s
wartime aggression and the strategic
competition between China and the
United States.

“We three ministers agreed to re-
store and normalize three-nation coop-
eration at an early date,” South Korean
Foreign Minister told reporters after
his meeting with Japan’s Yoko Kami-
kawa and China’s Wang Yi in Busan,
South Korea.

Park said the three ministers af-
firmed an earlier agreement by lower-
level officials to restart the summit “at
the earliest mutually convenient time”
and agreed to expedite preparations
for the meeting. Kamikawa separately
said the ministers agreed to speed up
their work to achieve the summit “at an
early and appropriate timing.”

Cooperation

The three ministers also agreed to
push for diverse cooperation projects
in areas such as people-to-people
exchange, trade, technology, public
health, sustainable development and
security, according to South Korean
and Japanese statements.

The lack of an agreement on the
timing for the trilateral summit would
suggest the top-level gathering won’t
likely happen this year as South Ko-
rea, the chair of the next summit, had
hoped, observers say. Still, Kamikawa
said, “I believe it is an important step
toward achieving an upcoming Japan-
China-South Korea summit.”

Since they held their first stand-
alone, trilateral summit in 2008, the
leaders of the three countries had been
supposed to meet annually. Instead, the
summit has been suspended or stalled
since 2019. The meeting Sunday was
also the first of since 2019.

South Korea and Japan are key
US military allies, hosting a total of
80,000 American troops on their ter-
ritories. Their recent push to beef up
a trilateral security cooperation with
the United States has angered China,
which is extremely sensitive to any

and Education also said in a statement the
government and security forces are “in con-
trol” of the situation.

No details have been immediately given
about the gunmen or the reason for the at-
tack.

moves it perceives as seeking to con-
tain its rise to dominance in Asia.

But some observers say that the fact
that Chinese President Xi Jinping and
President Joe Biden struck a concil-
iatory tone in their first face-to-face
meeting in a year earlier this month
would provide Seoul, Tokyo and Bei-
jing with diplomatic rooms to maneu-
ver to find ways to revive three-way
cooperation.

After her meeting with Wang on
Saturday, Kamikawa said she renewed
Japan’s demand that China remove its
ban on seafood imports from Japan
in response to Tokyo’s discharge of
treated radioactive wastewater from
its tsunami-hit nuclear power plant.
Wang, for his part, said China opposed
Japan’s “irresponsible action” of re-
leasing the wastewater and called for
an independent monitoring mechanism
of the process, according to the Chi-
nese Foreign Ministry.

Ties between South Korea and Ja-
pan deteriorated severely in past years
due to issues originating from Japan’s
1910-45 colonization of the Korean
Peninsula. But their relations have
warmed significantly in recent months
as the two countries took a series of
major steps to move beyond history
wrangling and boost cooperation in the
face of North Korea’s advancing nu-
clear program and other shared chal-
lenges.

In a reminder of their difficult rela-
tions, however, a Seoul court earlier
this week ordered Japan to financially
compensate Koreans forced into sex-
ual slavery by Japanese troops during
the colonial period.

During her meeting with Park ear-
lier Sunday, Kamikawa called the
court verdict “extremely regrettable”
and urged South Korea to take appro-
priate steps to remedy the breaches of
international law, according to Japan’s
Consulate in Busan. South Korea’s
Foreign Ministry said the ministers
discussed the court ruling as well as
ways to work together to reinvigor-
ate three-way cooperation with China.
The ministry also said that both strong-
ly condemned the North’s spy satellite
launch last week.

Park also asked Wang for China to
play a constructive role in persuading
North Korea to halt provocations and
take steps toward denuclearization,
according to South Korea’s Foreign
Ministry.

Wang described China as “a sta-
bilizing force” in the region that has
“always played and will continue to
play a constructive role in easing the
situation on the peninsula,” accord-

Videos online, that went viral, report-
edly showed soldiers patrolling Freetown’s
empty streets and captured the loud blasts
of gunshots.

West Africa’s regional economic bloc
of ECOWAS - of which Sierra Leone is a

Friends and family of slain activist Adolfo Enriquez Vanderkam mourn at his funeral

in Leon, Guanajuato state, Mexico on Nov 23. Enriquez was shot Wednesday night

as he was leaving a taco shop. Enriquez described himself on his social media
profiles as an ‘activist, demanding a country with the rule of law.’ (AP)

ing to the Chinese Foreign Ministry.
It said Wang called for stronger trade
and economic ties between the two
countries and criticized the “tendency
to politicize economic issues.”

North Korea’s growing arsenal of
nuclear-capable missiles poses a major
security threat to South Korea and Japan.

Also:

BANGKOK: Myanmar’s military-con-
trolled government said that almost
half of more than 250 cargo trucks
stranded by fighting against ethnic
minority armed groups near the north-
eastern border with China have been
destroyed in a fire caused by bombs
dropped by drones.

Maj Gen Zaw Min Tun, spokes-
person of the ruling military council,
said in a statement phoned to state tel-
evision MRTYV that trucks parked in a
compound near a trade zone in Muse
township caught fire after drones be-
longing to ethnic armed organizations
launched an attack at about 9:45 a.m.
on Thursday.

The action was one of the most
dramatic, and in terms of property
damage, most extensive since the self-
styled Three Brotherhood Alliance of
the Myanmar National Democratic
Alliance Army, the Ta’ang National
Liberation Army and the Arakan Army
launched a coordinated offensive in
northern Shan state on Oct. 27. The
trucks are used to carry goods to and
from China.

Zaw Min Tun said about 120 of 258
trucks, which were parked near the
Kyin-San-Kyawt Border Gate, were
destroyed in the fire, which he blamed
on the alliance. He said the fire was put
out after about six hours but made no
mention of casualties.

Le Kyar Win, the spokesperson of
the Myanmar National Democratic Al-
liance Army, denied the alliance car-
ried out the attack, blaming the mili-
tary itself.

“To be honest, this is an act that
harms the people. And that place is
not our military target. So there is no
reason for us to attack,” Le Kyar Win
said.

The alliance has claimed widespread
victories, and the military government
acknowledged soon after fighting be-
gan that it had lost three towns. The
fighting has included destroying bridg-
es and cutting key roads from Myan-
mar’s interior, Zaw Min Tun said.

The fighting of the past three weeks
appears to have stopped almost all le-
gal cross-border trade with China, a
major economic disruption for Myan-
mar.

member - described the incident as a plot “to
acquire arms and disturb the peace and con-
stitutional order” in the country. “ECOWAS
reiterates its zero tolerance for unconstitu-
tional change of government,” the bloc said
in a statement. (AP)

Q o a

Militants kill 14 farmers: Militants
from a shadowy extremist organization with
ties to the Islamic State Group killed at least
14 farmers in Congo’s hard-hit eastern re-
gion, a local official said Saturday.

The Allied Democratic Forces attacked
Mamove village in North Kivu province
on Friday night where they beheaded the
farmers working on their fields, said Sam-
son Simara, a delegate of the provincial
governor.

“This death toll could rise because other
farmers are missing,” he told local media,
adding that the militants also burned down
several houses in the village.

Armed violence in eastern Congo has
been simmering for decades as more than
120 groups fight for power, land and valu-
able mineral resources, while others try to
defend their communities, but it spiked in
late 2021 when another rebel group, that
goes by M23 and had been largely dor-
mant, resurfaced and initiated attacks to
seize land.

The attacks have heightened tensions
ahead of Congo’s presidential election in
December, with many residents in affected
communities afraid for their safety. (AP)
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gold prices exceed USD 2,000 oz

Gold prices exceeded the USD 2,000
per ounce threshold at the end of last
week’s trading, following expecta-
tions of the imminent end of mon-
etary tightening measures by the US
Federal Reserve (central bank), said
economic source Sunday.

Gold futures for next Decem-
ber rose by 0.5 percent to reach
USD 2003 per ounce, in conjunc-
tion with the decline in the index
that measures the US dollar with
other currencies at a rate of 0.55

percent at 103.3 points, the Ku-
waiti (Dar-AlSabaek) company in
a specialized report.

Expectations for US interest rates
are to remain unchanged after the
US (central bank) meeting sched-
uled early December, as analysts
believe that the United States will
not raise the interest rates ceiling
during the current year, with the
possibility of reducing it by April next
year, the report added.

Gold prices will be affected

positively by any US decision to
lower interest rates in the coming
months, in addition to geo-political
factors, namely prospected rise of
military tensions in the Middle East
region, it explained.

The People’s Bank of China
(central bank) fixed base interest
rates on one-year loans at 3.45
percent, and for five years at 2.4
percent, which improved gold’s
performance during last week’s
trading, it added. (KUNA)

Market Movements 26-11-2023
Change Closing pts Change Closing pts
Tadawul +12.34 11,090.42 EGYPT EGX 30 -219.17 25,300.32
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Egypt inks USD 2.5min gold mining deal

The Egyptian Mineral Resources
Authority (EMRA) and Lotus Gold
Corporation Co. signed on Sunday
a contract for gold mining in three
sectors with investments estimat-
ed at USD 2.5 million.

According to a statement from
the Ministry of Petroleum, Egyp-
tian Mineral Resources Authority
Chairman Yaser Ramadhan and
Regional Director of Lotus Gold
Corporation Omar Abdulnasser
signed the contract in the city of

Marsa Alam with the attendance of
Minister of Petroleum and Mineral
Resources (Eng) Tareq Al-Mulla,
Canadian Ambassador Louis Du-
mas, and Director of Lotus Gold
Corp. Michael Silver.

The statement added that the
Canadian corporation participated
in the first and second rounds of
the International Gold Bid in 2020.
It obtained seven sectors that
cover an area of about 1,219 km2,
and then inked two research con-

tracts that include the areas which
were delivered to the company in
2021 after obtaining all the neces-
sary approvals and requirements.

The corporation obtained three
sectors, with a space of 525km2,
in the second round of the Interna-
tional Gold Bid.

Minister Al-Mulla added that Egypt
managed to amend the Mineral
Wealth Law, issue its executive reg-
ulations and launch international bids
under the amended law. (KUNA)

US consumer sentiment dips for fourth month in row

Fed reiterates rates will remain high, rules out cuts in near future

By National Bank of Kuwait

North America

FOMC Meeting Minutes
t their most recent meeting, US Federal Reserve
officials showed that there is no desire to cut inter-

est rates anytime soon, especially when inflation is still
above their targeted 2% level. The committee members
still worry that inflation could be sticky and might move
higher, and that more may need to be done. In addition,
the minutes revealed that members feel they should pro-
ceed cautiously and base their judgments on the entirety
of incoming information and its implications for the eco-
nomic outlook as well as the balance of risks. However,
the minutes did not indicate that the members even dis-
cussed lowering rates, which was reflected in chairman
Jerome Powell post meeting news conference as he stated
that, “the Committee is not thinking about rate cuts right
now at all.”

Revised UoM Consumer Sentiment

In the US, consumer sentiment fell for the fourth
month in a row, reaching 61.3 in the month of No-
vember, down from 63.8 in October. The dip indicates
that despite the recent downturn, consumers are still
expecting inflation rates to increase in the upcom-
ing months, with expectations of it reaching levels of
around 4.5% within the next 12 months, and 3.2% in
the next 5 years. The data published by the University
of Michigan shows mixed signals regarding different
age groups among consumers, with young and middle-
aged consumers showing strong declines in economic
attitudes. Joanne Hsu, the director of the survey, men-
tions that consumers have been more negative this year
than their actual behavior with regards to the current
economic situation.

US Unemployment Claims

The US labor market is proving to be more resilient
than expected, after unemployment claims dropped to
209,000 from 233,000 previously. Expectations were for
the print to come in at 226,000 claims. Furthermore, in

another sign of a resilient labor market, continuing claims
dropped to 1.84 million, down by 22,000 from the pre-
vious reading. Despite a historic tightening cycle by the
Fed, job growth remains strong while unemployment re-
mains historically at the low end. Meanwhile, inflation
dropped from a peak of 9.1% to 3.2% last month. It is
wildly expected by markets that the Federal Reserve will
end the year holding rates steady.
The US Dollar index closed the week at 103.403.

Europe

ECB Speakers

In a speech given by ECB’s president Christine La-
garde, she stated that it is too early to “start declaring
victory” in ECB’s fight against inflation. Lagarde added
that the current downward pressure on inflation was a re-
sult of unwinding in energy prices and a shock in supply,
which accounted for two thirds of inflation surge. Lagard
added that while the current interest rates are seen as suf-
ficient to bring inflation back to 2%, it is expected for a
small rise in inflation to occur in the upcoming months,
after bringing it down from 10.6% in January to 2.9% in
October.

Eurozone PMIs

The latest readings to come out showed slight hope
for the Eurozone’s largest economy, Germany. Both
manufacturing and services showed an increase from
their previous readings giving confidence to the idea that
economic growth is plausible in the near future. Despite
the positive readings, German PMIs remain in contrac-
tion territory. Over in France, output declined for the 6th
consecutive month, mainly a result of weak domestic and
overseas demand. As manufacturers are laying off work-
ers, along with a highly anticipated Q4 decline, a rise in
unemployment is also upon us. Unlike Germany, there
seems to be no glimmer of hope for the French economy
as it appears to be at a dead-end. As for the Eurozone as a
whole, both the manufacturing and services sectors con-
tinued to contract, signaling a second consecutive quar-
ter of shrinking GDP. Wages have also been increasing

Rates - 26" November, 2023
Previous Week Levels ThisWeeks Expected B ot
Range

Currencies Open Low High Close Minimum Maximum Forward
EUR 1.0911 1.0850 1.0964 1.0939 1.0830 1.1150 1.0988

GBP 1.2454 12444 12615 1.2603 1.2440 1.2835 1.2612

JPY 149.62 147.14 14999 149.44 148.35 150.75 147.25

CHF 0.8858 0.8809 0.8874 0.8824 0.8600 0.8900 0.8740

rapidly along with output prices increasing at an unusual
high rate, proving that inflation is still lingering in the
Eurozone and is unlikely to significantly decrease in the
near future.

The EUR/USD currency pair ended the week at 1.0939.

United Kingdom

BoE Speakers

Bank of England’s governor Andrew Bailey spoke on
Monday, stating that the possibility of rate cuts is far too
early, and that an increase in borrowing costs is still on
the table if inflation persists. The speech comes following
a second hold in interest rates, after 14 consecutive hikes
which led inflation rates to drop from 11% in October of
2022, to 4.6% in October of 2023. However, policy mak-
ers remain cautious regarding their approach in fighting
inflation. Additionally, Bailey added that the pressure on
incomes due to higher food and energy prices may be the
reason for wage demands.

PMIs

The latest PMI news to come out show that the UK has
finally left contraction territory and entered expansion
territory when it comes to services. The Bank of Eng-
land’s decision to pause interest rate hikes, along with a

clear slowdown in headline inflation have helped support
business activity. The services PMI was strengthened
by corporate budgets for technology as well as general
spending on essential business services. The manufactur-
ing PMI similarly increased to 46.7 from 44.8 previously,
although the PMI still remains in the contraction territory.

The GBP/USD currency pair closed the week at 1.2603.

Asia Pacific

Australian Monetary Policy Meeting Minutes

The Head of Australia’s national bank spoke last
week, following the recent hike in interest rates, mark-
ing a 12-year high of 4.35%. Furthermore, members
of the RBA expressed concerns regarding businesses
passing on higher costs on to consumers, leading to
higher pressures on households and contributing to
higher inflation. The aussie strengthened following the
release, with the AUD/USD pair spiking from early
November’s levels 0.6370 all the way to the current
trading price of 0.6582.

Kuwait

Kuwaiti Dinar
USD/KWD closed last week at 0.30810.

0il prices drop for fifth week

‘Kuwaiti travelers showcase our cultural bridge’

Jumeirah Group sets sights on
Kuwait for strategic expansion

amid future contract selling

Brent crude slips 0.4% to $80.58

KUWAIT CITY, Nov 26, (KUNA):
Oil prices went down for the fifth
consecutive week due to an increase
in selling of future contracts as well
as a decrease in geopolitical tension
over in the Middle East, which in turn
lessened fears over energy supplies’

interruption, said experts on Sunday.

Speaking to KUNA in various interviews, the
experts said that a decrease in US commercial
oil reserves as well as reserves of gasoline in
addition to the recovery of the US Dollar index
boosted economic data, which also showed a
decrease in unemployment rates.

The price of the Brent crude last week saw a
decrease of 0.4 percent to settle at USD 80.58
per barrel, while the West Texas Intermediate
decreased by 0.5 percent at USD 75.54 per bar-
rel.

The oil market saw unhinged selling opera-
tions and fears of entering depression and slow
economic growth after the release of US retail
data showing a decrease in spending and pur-
chases by American consumers, said member of
the teaching staff at the College of Technologi-
cal Studies of the Public Authority for Applied
Science and Education (PAAET) Dr. Mubarak
Al-Hajri.

He predicted that there would be an extension
of the OPEC+’s production reduction deal; how-
ever, he noted that Mongolia and Nigeria were
not abiding by their share in the deal approved
by the coalition.

On his part, energy sector expert Jamal Al-
Gharabally predicted that the war carried out by
the Israeli occupation regime on the Gaza Strip
would continue after the current humanitarian
truce, leading to the hike in oil prices, which
might reach USD 120 pb.

He went on to say that extracting from the
US crude reserves during winter would increase
prices and also increase voluntary supplies from
Saudi Arabia and Russia by around one million
barrel per day.

Meanwhile, oil expert Fares Al-Salem said
that oil prices saw a decrease due to global
demand on oil derivatives, but such situa-
tion would change by the coming of winter
in North America and Europe, leading to an
expected increase in energy demands this time
of the year.

He indicated that the status of Chinese econo-
my remained “vague” especially with the pilling
up of crude oil reserves with expectation of oil
import decrease by the first half of next year.

These factors would encourage the OPEC+
coalition to extend its production reduction deal
for another period.

Banks reshape personal loan landscape

Kuwaiti banks race to revitalize individual
financing market by innovative approach

KUWAIT CITY, Nov 26: Banks have re-
cently adopted a novel approach to com-
peting in the individual financing market
through unconventional means, part of a
competitive race to expand their shares in
a sector that has experienced a slowdown
since the start of the year, as per official
data, reports Al-Rai daily.

Reliable sources have revealed that cer-
tain credit policy influencers have been ac-
tively engaged in attracting new customers
with enticing offers, particularly targeting
Kuwaitis with high job qualifications.

The overarching theme of this phase can
be summarized as “the escalating practice
of pre-packaging personal loans and re-
scheduling them even before their regula-
tory deadlines,” offering more favorable
interest rates.

They explained that while intense compe-
tition for lending to customers is not a new
phenomenon in banking, the recent change
is associated with altering the method of
competing for customers, particularly fo-
cusing on the segment that does not meet
the criteria for loan rescheduling.

This is achieved by hinting at the pros-

pect of cheaper interest rates and the broad-
er benefits of loan rescheduling, coupled
with the opening of new accounts. Addi-
tionally, there is the option for customers
to settle the debt in cash if they are unable
to meet the conditions for early settlement,
provided they offer specific guarantees.
The remaining loan difference is withheld
in the customer’s account until the contract
is fulfilled.

The sources clarified that this behavior is
not widespread across the general customer
base but is primarily directed at individuals
with a high credit rating or those considered
elite customers, as per credit inquiry reports
issued by the Credit Information Network
Company (Ci-Net).

Furthermore, some banks exclusively
target customers who meet specific condi-
tions, employing a strategy that swiftly ac-
tivates the financing contract and deposits
the loan into the customer’s account before
their existing bank realizes it may lose their
business. This is achieved by delaying the
issuance of Certificates of Clearance to oth-
er banks.

He indicated that OPEC’s expected an in-
crease in China’s oil demand by 3.2 percent in
the first half of 2024, while the International
Energy Agency (IEA) expected an increase of
3.9 percent, less than the growth between 2016
and 2019 where it was before the pandemic at

4.5 percent annually, which would affect global
demand.

Al-Salem said that China’s global demand
for oil was at 25 percent, which was not a factor
that would lead to stability in prices without the
OPEC+ reduction scheme.

USD stahilizes at KD 0.308, Euro hikes

KUWAIT CITY, Nov 26, (KUNA): The ex-
change rate of US Dollar stabilized against
the Kuwaiti Dinar at KD 0.308, while the ex-
change rate of Euro went up by 0.33 percent
to KD 0.337 compared to rates last Thurs-
day, said the Central Bank of Kuwait (CBK)

on Sunday.

The CBK indicated in its daily bulletin
that the Pound Sterling went up by 0.80 per-
cent to KD 0.388, while Swiss Franc stabi-
lized by KD 0.349 as well as the Japanese
Yen at KD 0.002.

KUWAIT CITY, Nov 26: Jumeirah
Group, the global luxury hospital-
ity company and member of Dubai
Holding,continues to build a strong
customer base in Kuwait, announcing
a 62% increase in room nights booked
in 2023 YTD compared to the same
period in 2022. The announcement
was made during the brand’s annual
GCC Roadshow held in Kuwait for
members of the travel trade, tour op-
erators, travel agencies and clients as
part of its strategy to drive growth fur-
ther in the country.

The significant increase in guest
arrivals for the luxury operator fol-
lows a period of global expansion for
the brand with the opening of several
new resorts over the past 18 months,
including the recent opening of Jumei-
rah Makkah in September, in addition
to Jumeirah Gulf of Bahrain Resort
& Spa, Jumeirah Muscat Bay and Ju-
meirah Bali.In tandem, several of the
Group’s UAE-based properties have
recently been enhanced, with refur-
bishments at Jumeirah Mina A’Salam
and the ultra-exclusive Malakiya Vil-
las at Jumeirah Dar Al Masyaf, as well
as new beachscapes at Jumeirah Beach
Hotel and Jumeirah at Saadiyat Island
Resort.

Growth

Commenting during the recent
roadshow,Alexander Lee, Chief Com-
mercial Officer at Jumeirah Group,
said: “Kuwait is a very important
growth market for Jumeirah Group
and we are continually looking at ways
in which we can welcome more guests
from this market. Achieving consistent
year-on-year growth in bookings from
discerning Kuwaiti travellers is a testa-
ment to our capacity to connect people
and cultures to create distinctive expe-
riences and to meet the specific needs
of our GCC visitors.As we enter a new
era for the brand, Kuwait remains a
key focus for Jumeirah, with oppor-
tunity for growth in line with our own
vision for expansion and evolution.”

With an international portfolio of
prestigious properties in sought after
locations across the globe, Jumeirah
Group revealed key updates on its
ongoing investment in guest experi-
ence, as well as new hotels and resorts
planned in key markets forKuwait au-
diences.

This includes the recent opening of
its first property in Saudi Arabia, Ju-
meirah Makkah, located a short walk
from the Great Mosque of Makkah
(Masjid Al Haram), as well as the
highly anticipated Jumeirah Marsa Al
Arab in Dubai, set to introduce a new
expression of ultra-luxury hospitality
for the brand. The Group is also set to
open its second resort in Saudi Arabia,
Jumeirah The Red Sea, in 2024. Set
within the Kingdom’s most ambitious
regenerative tourism project on its
west coast, the resort comprises 180
keys and has been designed with relax-
ation and self-discovery in mind.

Portfolio

In addition to hotels and resorts, Ju-
meirah Group outlined itscommitment
to expanding its portfolio of branded
residences and unique living concepts
with the announcement ofJumeirah Liv-
ing Business Bay, scheduled to open in
Dubai next year. Featuring a selection of
two-, three-, and four-bedroom residenc-
es and five-bedroom simplex and du-
plex penthouses as well as one full-floor
master penthouse, the building offers the
ultimate in immersive luxury living with
stunning views of the Dubai Canal and/
or Burj Khalifa.

Ahead of COP28 in Dubai later
this month, Jumeirah Group is also
reinforcing its commitment to respon-
sible hospitality through innovation
and industry collaboration, with the
Group becoming a key member of the
Sustainable Hospitality Alliance. Tar-
geting tangible, scalable and practical
sustainable solutions for the hospitality
industry, Jumeirah Group is focusing
on threekey pillars: Planet, People &
Culture and Governance.

Jumeirah Group, the global luxury hospitality company and member of
Dubai Holding, continues to build a strong customer base in Kuwait.
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Slovakia signs memo with Chinese co

The Slovak government signed a
memorandum of understanding on
Thursday with Chinese electric vehi-
cle battery maker Gotion High-Tech
and its local partner, InoBat, to build
a car battery plant in Slovakia.

The two companies formed Go-
tion InoBat Batteries, a Chinese-
Slovak venture to build the plant
in the town of Surany, about 100
kilometers (60 miles) east of Brati-
slava. It should create about 1,500
jobs and become operational in

2026 with an initial production of
20GWh.

Financial details about the invest-
ment were not given.

German car giant Volkswagen is
the largest shareholder in Gotion
High-Tech with a 24.77% stake.
Volkswagen has a car plant in Slo-
vakia.

Gotion High-Tech began produc-
tion in its first European plant in
Gottingen, Germany, in September.
(AP)
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Hanoi's plan for its clean energy transition to be announced at COP28

A plan for how Vietnam will spend $15.5
billion to transition to cleaner energy has
been finalized and will be announced at
the COP28 climate conference, which be-
gins in Dubai next week.

Mark George, the climate counselor for
the British Embassy in Hanoi, said that
after months of coordination with key Vi-
etnamese ministries to iron out details of
how the money will be used, the final plan
was finalized on Thursday.

George gave no details of the plan.

The United Kingdom is co-chair of a group

of nine, rich industrialized nations that have
agreed to provide the $15.5 billion to help
Vietnam end its reliance on dirty coal power
and more quickly switch to renewable ener-
gy as a part of a Just Energy Transition Part-
nership, or JETP. “That is a really important
milestone,” said George.

George was speaking at a panel dis-
cussion hosted by the UK-Vietnam Joint
Economic and Trade Committee centered
around opportunities for the two nations after
Britain officially joined an Asia-Pacific trade
group that includes Japan and 10 other na-

Lead, nickel, aluminium, zinc and copper added

tions. Earlier this year, Vietnam released a
national energy plan that aimed to more than
double the maximum power Vietnam can
generate to some 150 gigawatts by 2030.
It called for a drastic shift away from heav-
ily polluting coal and pledges that no new
coal-fired plants will be built after 2030. It also
called for expanding use of domestic gas and
imported liquefied natural gas or LNG, which
will account for about 25% of total generat-
ing capacity, while hydropower, wind, solar,
and other renewable sources will account for
nearly 50% by 2030. (AP)

FP Markets expands its commodity CF

SYDNEY, Nov 26, (PRNewswire): FP Markets, a leading provider of on-
line Forex and CFDs, has announced the expansion of its commodity CFDs
offering. In response to increased client demand, the move will allow trad-
ers and investors at FP Markets to capitalise on new opportunities in the
commodities market and help facilitate diversification to a broader invest-

ment portfolio.

Complementing its existing range of commodity CFDs, clients trading
with FP Markets can now trade and invest in several new and exciting com-
modities. This includes spot gold (XAU) versus several widely traded cur-
rencies, such as the British pound (GBP), the Singapore dollar (SGD) and
the Chinese Renminbi (CNH), as well as other popular hard commodities

traded against the US dollar:

The CFDs are available on the FP Markets MetaTrader 4 (MT4), MetaT-

rader 5 (MT5) and cTrader platforms. A comprehensive list can be found on

the FP Markets website.

FP Markets Head of Market Risk and Dealing (Europe), Christodoulos
Psomas, commented: ‘We are excited to introduce a range of new metal
products, expanding our portfolio and offering more diversification options
for our clients. This addition enhances our commitment to innovation, en-
suring we provide comprehensive trading opportunities tailored to our cli-

ents’ evolving needs’.

The additional commodity CFDs deliver flexibility and choice. Having
the freedom to select from a wide range of markets is imperative, particu-
larly for those who invest with a diversified portfolio. In addition to com-
modity CFDs, FP Markets provides access to more than 10,000 trading in-
struments, ranging from more than 70 Currency Pairs, worldwide equity

Ds offering

Indices, individual Stocks, a broad range of Digital Currencies and popular

Bonds and ETFs.

Established in 2005, FP Markets is a Multi-Regulated Brand providing
clients with over 10,000 tradable instruments across key asset classes and
offers aggregate pricing across several top-tier liquidity providers. Addi-
tionally, FP Markets deliver Consistently Tight Spreads, Rapid Execution,
Unmatched 24/7 Multilingual Customer Support, and various Account
Types to suit all trading strategies and styles.

Notes to Editors
About FP Markets:

For more information on FP Markets’ comprehensive range of products

and services, Vvisit
https://www.fpmarkets.com/.

Mexico issues decree

Private freight railway lines forced to
give preference to passenger service

MEXICO CITY, Nov 26, (AP):
Mexico’s  government recently
issued a decree that will force pri-
vate freight railway lines to give
preference to passenger train ser-
vice over their normal freight runs.

The decree gives the two main
private concessionary rail operators
until Jan. 15 to present proposals
for offering the passenger service
themselves. If they decline, the gov-
ernment will put the army or the
navy, which have no experience
operating railways, in charge of the
services.

Almost all of Mexican railway
traffic currently carries freight
except for minor tourist train ser-
vices like northern Mexico’s
Copper Canyon and the western
tequila-producing region around
Jalisco.

The government wants four short
inter-city routes where passenger
trains would run on tracks normally
used only for freight.

But the biggest challenge could
be three long passenger routes the
government also wants to establish
from central Mexico to the U.S.
border: the 700-mile (1,120-kilo-
meter) proposed passenger service
from Mexico City to Nuevo Laredo,
the 900-mile (1,450-kilometer) run
from Aguascalientes to the border
city of Ciudad Juarez, and the
1,350-mile (2,180-kilometer) route
from the capital to the border city of
Nogales.

The decree combines two inter-
ests of President Andrés Manuel
Lopez Obrador: his nostalgia for
passenger train services that ran in
Mexico before private concession-
ary operators were allowed in, and
his reliance on the military for
everything from law enforcement to
building projects.

The two main private operators in
Mexico are the multinational
Canadian Pacific Kansas City,
known as CPKS, and Mexico’s
Ferromex. Both operate freight ser-
vices.

Few passenger train systems in
the world are profitable. Most rely
heavily on government subsidies.
The decree contains no mention of
whether the private companies
would be offered subsidies.

Mexico’s army is building the
Tren Maya tourist railroad on the
Yucatan peninsula, and the Navy is
in charge of the revamped trans-
Isthmus railway connecting the
Gulf of Mexico to Pacific ports. But
neither is fully operational.

In the decree, the president’s
office wrote that “preference will be
given to public passenger rail ser-
vice, and freight rail transport will

be respected, according to the terms
of the corresponding concession.”

That raises the potential for
delays. When the government last
provided passenger service through
a state-owned company in the
1990s, trains seldom ran on time.

Ferromex hasn’t commented. In
a statement over the weekend,
CPKS wrote that it doesn’t expect
problems, as long as the Mexican
government lives up to its pledge
not to allow the proposed passen-
ger services to disturb freight
runs.

“The draft decree emphasizes
that the public freight rail service
will be respected and as such, we do
not expect an adverse impact on our
concession,” the company wrote.
“CPKC has extensive experience
hosting passenger rail services in
multiple locations across its net-
work in the United States and
Canada while efficiently managing
freight service.”

The company said its Mexican
subsidiary, CPKS de Mexico “has
previously reached an agreement
with the Mexican Federal
Government to perform a study of
what is required for the proposed
new passenger rail service on the
right of way of the corridor
between Mexico City and
Querétaro.”

The government also wants to
establish passenger service from
Mexico City to the north-central
city of San Luis Potosi, through
Monterrey and on to the Texas bor-
der city of Laredo. CPKS said that
“as required by our concession,
CPKC de México will work closely
with  the  Mexican  Federal
Government to evaluate passenger
service on that corridor.”

The government also wants to
run passenger trains from Mexico
City to the Gulf port city of
Coatzacoalcos, from the capital to
the nearby cities of Queretaro and
Aguascalientes, and a short run
from the new Mexico City airport to
the nearby city of Pachuca.

The plans also include connect-
ing the Pacific coast port of
Manzanillo with the cities of
Guadalajara and Irapuato.
Manzanillo is mainly known as a
freight port and has relatively little
tourist infrastructure.

Because rail lines are currently
designed for and operated as a
slower-moving freight services, and
are often full of trains and at-grade
crossings, the passenger trains may
not move very fast. When long pas-
senger runs were offered in the
1990s, they sometimes took days to
reach their destination.

Honda is recalling select Accords and
HR-Vs over missing piece in seat helt

NEW YORK, Nov 26, (AP): Honda
is recalling select 2023-2024 Accord
and HR-V vehicles due to a missing
piece in the front seat belt preten-
sioners, which could increase injury
risks during a crash.

According to notices published
by Honda and the National
Highway Traffic Safety
Administration earlier this week,
the pretensioners - which tighten
seat belts in place upon impact -
may be missing the rivet that
secures the quick connector and
wire plate. This means that passen-
gers may not be properly restrained
in a crash, regulators said.

The NHTSA credited the issue to
an error made during assembly.
More than 300,000 Accords and
HR-Vs are potentially affected.

As of Nov. 16, Honda had
received seven warranty claims, but
no reports of injuries or deaths relat-
ed to the faulty pretensioners,
according to documents published
by the NHTSA.

For consumers impacted by this
recall, dealers will inspect all cars
and potentially replace the seat belt
pretensioner assembly at no cost.
Those who have already paid for
these repairs at their own expense
may also be eligible for reimburse-
ment.

Honda estimates that less than 1%
of the potentially affected vehicles
will require a replacement. The vast
majority are expected to be satisfied
by an inspection alone, a Honda
spokesperson told The Associated
Press on Saturday.

Notification letters will be sent via
mail to registered owners of the
affected vehicles starting Jan. 8,
2024. Replacement parts should be
available to dealers by the end of the
month, the spokesperson said, but
consumers can go to an authorized
Honda dealer for the inspection now.

For more information about the
recall, consumers can visit the
NHTSA website and Honda’s and
online recall pages.

Nissan to invest $1.4 bin to make
EV versions of its hest-selling cars

Company to update its UK factory

LONDON, Nov 26, (AP):
Nissan will invest $1.4 bil-
lion to update its factory in
northeast England to make
electric versions of its two
best-selling cars, a boost
for the British govern-
ment as it tries to revive the

country’s ailing economy.

The Japanese automaker manu-
factures the gasoline or gas-hybrid
Qashqai and smaller Juke crosso-
ver vehicles at the factory in Sun-
derland, which employs 6,000
workers.

Nissan Motor Co. said it’s directly
investing up to 1.12 billion pounds
($1.4 billion) to produce electric suc-
cessors to the two models. The money
also will enable “wider investment in
infrastructure projects and the supply
chain, including a new gigafactory”
for EV batteries at the site, the govern-
ment said in a separate press release.

“Nissan’s investment is a massive
vote of confidence in the U.K.’s auto-
motive industry,” which contributes 71
billion pounds a year to the economy,
Prime Minister Rishi Sunak said.

Sunak visited the factory for the an-
nouncement, posing for photos with
Treasury chief Jeremy Hunt in front of
a blue Qashqai on the assembly line,
meeting workers and getting a tour
from plant staff. The day before, Hunt
announced tax cuts and other budget
priorities ahead of a national election
next year, coming as economic growth
is weak in the U.K. and still-high infla-
tion is squeezing consumers.

The Qashqai is the U.K.’s second
most popular vehicle this year, while
the Juke is the seventh. Nissan also
said it will make the next generation
of its long-running Leaf electric car at
the factory.

Planned

The company said in 2021 that it
planned to build an electric vehicle at
the factory, alongside batteries made
next door by supplier AESC, owned by
China’s Envision. AESC already has
two gigafactories in Sunderland, and
Friday’s announcement adds a third.

EVs are “at the heart of our plans
to achieve carbon neutrality,” Nissan
President and CEO Makoto Uchida
said in a statement. “With electric ver-
sions of our core European models on
the way, we are accelerating towards
a new era for Nissan, for industry and
for our customers.”

Nissan has set a target of electrify-
ing its entire European passenger car
lineup by 2030.

“With today’s announcement, we
are making that vision happen,” Uchi-
da said at the plant, which temporarily
stopped production for the ceremony.

The future of Nissan’s Sunderland
had been in question before and after
Britain’s 2016 vote to leave the Eu-
ropean Union. Brexit opponents said
leaving the bloc without a trade deal
would damage Britain’s economy be-
cause companies like Nissan would
face tariffs on exports to the EU.

The auto industry is bracing for 10%
post-Brexit trade tariffs taking effect in
January. They threaten to raise the cost
of new EVs by punishing manufactur-
ers in their respective markets for not
sourcing enough of their components
from either the EU or Britain.

Many EV makers will struggle to
meet the requirement because Europe
lags behind Asia in battery production.
Nissan, however, is the only carmaker
in the UK. with a dedicated battery
plant nearby.

Nissan joins other automakers mak-
ing the transition to EV production in
the U.K., even as Sunak pushed back a
deadline to end the sale of new gas and
diesel cars by five years, to 2035.

BMW said earlier this year that it’s
investing 600 million pounds into its
Mini factory in Oxford, England, to
start making electric vehicles by 2026.

India’s Tata Sons, which owns Jag-
uar Land Rover, is building a 4 billion-

Participants in the Macau event pose for a group photo.

The 2023 Shenzhen New Energy Vehicle
Industry ‘showcased’ its devt in Macao

MACAO, Nov 26, (BUSINESS
WIRE): The 2023 Shenzhen New En-
ergy Vehicle Industry (Macao) Confer-
ence was held on 22nd November at
the Wynn Palace in Macao. It compre-
hensively showcased the achievements
of Shenzhen’s new energy vehicle
industry development and promoted
the market-oriented, rule-of-law, and
internationalized business environment
in Shenzhen. The event welcomed and
encouraged various sectors in Macao to
seize the opportunities for the develop-
ment of China’s new energy vehicle in-
dustry. Mr. Wang Shourui, Vice Mayor
of Shenzhen, Yang Hao, Deputy Direc-
tor-General of the Economic Affairs
Department of the Liaison Office of the
Central People’s Government in the
Macau SAR, Zhang Zuowen, Director
of the Policy Research and Regional
Development Bureau of the Macao
SAR Government, Zan Dong, Deputy
Secretary-General of the Permanent
Secretariat of the China-Portuguese-
Speaking Countries Economic and
Trade Cooperation Forum (Macao)
(appointed by Portuguese-speaking
countries), Jiang Likun, Director of the
Hong Kong and Macao Affairs Office
of Shenzhen, and representatives from
various sectors of government and
business in Shenzhen and Macao, total-
ing nearly a hundred people, attended
the event.

Vice Mayor Wang Shourui empha-
sized that transitioning to new energy
vehicles represents the sole pathway
for China to evolve from merely a
large automotive manufacturer to an
automotive powerhouse. The new en-
ergy vehicles serve as a fresh avenue
for transforming, elevating, and foster-
ing high-quality growth within China’s
automotive sector. For eight consecu-
tive years, China has maintained the
top spot globally in both the produc-
tion and sales of new energy vehicles.
Shenzhen, a pinnacle and exemplar
city in the new energy vehicle realm.
The city has a population of 860,000
new energy vehicles, achieving a pen-
etration rate surpassing 60%, a leading
position worldwide. Given the ongo-
ing development in the scientific and
technological ~evolution, Shenzhen
aims to leverage its industrial strengths
in high-tech clustering. Simultane-
ously, Macao seeks to maximize its

position as a gateway for Greater Bay
Area with its global connectivity. Col-
laboratively, Shenzhen and Macao aim
to harness their respective strengths,
enhancing multi-faceted cooperation,
particularly in the new energy vehicle
industry. Their joint endeavour to ex-
plore international markets promises
to significantly contribute to enriching
the “one country, two systems” frame-
work and expediting the attainment of
advanced scientific and technological
self-reliance.

Transitioning

Director Zhang Zuowen commented
that the automotive industry is tran-
sitioning toward green, digital, and
intelligent advancements. Shenzhen’s
automotive sector has spearheaded
the progress in developing new en-
ergy and intelligent connected vehi-
cles, leading China in advocating for
and implementing new energy vehicle
technology. Its robust competitiveness
in key technological innovation con-
tinues to grow. Within the context of
the high-caliber collaborative efforts
shaping the Guangdong-Hong Kong-
Macao Greater Bay Area, and guided
by the operational framework of the
Shenzhen-Macao Cooperation Con-
ference and the Special Cooperation
Class, Macao intends to fully leverage
the institutional advantages afforded by
the “one country, two systems” model.
Macao also aims to amplify the role of
its “Connect the World” business coop-
eration service platform. This involves
deepening collaboration with Shen-
zhen across multiple fronts, includ-
ing new energy vehicles, ecological
preservation, and environmental pro-
tection. The objective is to aid Shenz-
hen’s new energy vehicles in exploring
global markets, particularly those in
Portuguese-speaking countries, while
supporting the advancement of Shenz-
hen’s new energy vehicle industry and
the establishment of a “new generation
world-class automotive city.”

Deputy Secretary-General Zan-
dong highlighted that Portuguese-
speaking countries possess strategic
geographical locations and abundant
natural resources, presenting signifi-
cant potential for economic develop-
ment. Their economic and trade ties
with China are progressively deepen-

ing, fostering expansive prospects for
collaboration. China’s new energy
automobile industry is rapidly gaining
recognition in the global automotive
industry for its advance technology
development. The conference gather-
ing offers a rare opportunity for Por-
tuguese-speaking countries to grasp
the dynamics within Shenzhen’s new
energy vehicle industry and seize the
developmental possibilities it offers.
The Permanent Secretariat of the Fo-
rum between China and Portuguese-
speaking countries pledges to remain
a facilitative platform for fostering
exchanges and cooperation between
China and these nations. It aims to
support both Shenzhen and Macao
in actively expanding their market
presence within Portuguese-speaking
countries. Furthermore, it intends to
comprehensively fortify economic
and trade cooperation across various
sectors with these nations.

Director Jiang Likun emphasized
that the construction of the Guang-
dong-Hong  Kong-Macao  Greater
Bay Area stands as a significant na-
tional strategy personally envisioned,
planned, and advocated by President Xi
Jinping. This conference centers on the
theme of “expanding the global market
presence of this new energy vehicles”
and aims to promote high quality ad-
vancement of new energy automotive
industry within the Greater Bay Area.
Shenzhen will intensely focus on the
objective of establishing an interna-
tional hub for science and technol-
ogy innovation within the Greater Bay
Area. It is determined to grasp firmly
the developmental necessities of the
“20+8” industrial cluster. Addition-
ally, it aims to enhance understanding
among Hong Kong, Macao, and the
global community regarding Shenz-
hen’s industrial policies, investment
milieu, and its future developmental.
The goal is to encourage Hong Kong
and Macao to actively participate in the
holistic development of the country.
This collective endeavour is to spear-
head development of advance technol-
ogy hub in the Greater Bay Area for
both domestic and international market
growth in tandem. Thereby the vision
is contributing significantly to the es-
tablishment of an advance world-class
bay area.

pound EV battery factory in the U.K.
that’s expected to produce about 40
gigawatt hours of battery cells every

year, enough to provide half the U.K.’s
electric vehicle batteries.
Stellantis, parent company of British

automaker Vauxhall, is investing 100
million pounds to make electric vans
and cars in northwestern England.
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Webinar highlights importance of policies in private and public sector

AmCham, UNICEF collaborate to advance family-friendly policies in Gulf region

KUWAIT CITY, Nov 26: AmCham Kuwait, in conjunction with UNICEF, Am-
Cham Oman, and AmCham Lebanon, and in collaboration with the British Busi-
ness Forum, the Canadians in Kuwait, the Lebanese Business Council, and the
Portuguese Business Council, hosted a webinar addressing the critical importance
of family-friendly policies in both private and public sector in the Arab Gulf re-
gion. The event, held virtually, gathered experts, policymakers, and thought lead-
ers to explore and discuss multifaceted approaches to support working families.
The event served as a platform for key discussions and insights from prominent
speakers, including Walid Abou Jaoude, Erika Strand, and Christopher Kip, all
from UNICEF.

The webinar commenced with an enlightening presentation by Walid Abou
Jaoude, shedding light on UNICEF’s overarching mandate to champion the rights
of children at all stages of development. Emphasizing UNICEF’s strategic goals,
he outlined the organization’s commitment to protecting children from violence,

ensured access to education, social protection, creation of a safe environment,
and promotion of children’s overall well-being, as he highlighted the framework
of engagement and collaboration with the private sector to better support chil-
dren through different channels,via advocacy, resource and financial mobilization
along with other meansthat are reflected fronts such as parental policies at work
and other means thatfurther children friendly outcomes .

Further, the discussion delved into UNICEF’s critical role in addressing emer-
gencies, climate change actions, and innovative solutions to improve the lives of
children globally.

Erika Strand, in her presentation, focused on the cascading impacts of the CO-
VID-19 crisis on families and children. Presenting new evidence on child develop-
ment, she highlighted core capacities whose timely development is essential for
cognitive, mental, and physical health. Strand also spoke about the forthcoming
research on family-friendly policies that UNICEF will present in 2024.The study

that will provide more detailed descriptions of the policies governments have al-
ready put int place in Gulf countries, as well as remaining gaps.

Finally, Christopher Kip concluded the session by emphasizing the signif-
icance of family-friendly policies that can be undertaken in the workplace.
Defined as measures balancing family and work life, Kip urged for inclusive
and gender-sensitive policies, linking working conditions for parents to the
health, well-being, and development of their children. He outlined key asks
and actions for governments and businesses, including paid parental leave,
support for breastfeeding, affordable, quality childcare, and adequate wages
and child benefits.

The collaborative effort between AmCham Kuwait, and UNICEF reflects a
shared commitment to creating supportive environments for working families,
with the ultimate goal of maximizing children’s potential and fostering social and

economic development.

Company holds exciting programs, sports competitions for students in Atlanta

Zain sponsors annual NUKS USA conference

KUWAIT CITY, Nov 26: As part of its extended strategic partnership with the Na-
tional Union of Kuwaiti Students in the United States of America (NUKS USA),
and in continuation of its efforts to support student activities abroad, Zain has
sponsored the 39th annual NUKS USA conference held in Atlanta, Georgia. The
event was attended by H.E. Ambassador of Kuwait to the United Stated Sheikha
Al Zain Al Sabah.

Zain’s participation and support to this event, considered the biggest of its kind,
came to reflect the company’s commitment as the main supporter of NUKS USA
for over 20 years. Under this ongoing strategic partnership, Zain supports a pleth-
ora of programs and student activities held for NUKS USA members throughout

CTTES

Sheikha Al Zain Al Sabah with Al Musaibeeh and NUKS
USA members.

the year at both Kuwait and the US.

During his opening speech at the event, Zain Kuwait’s Corporate Relations De-
partment Manager Hamad Al Musaibeeh said: “This event presents an invaluable
opportunity for us to engage with the biggest gathering of students abroad. Every
year, we witness a great exchange of ideas and experiences between students and
guests, and that is why we are committed — as a private sector company — to sup-
port such programs.”

“Zain has always been at the forefront of national institutions that support our
young people, and this is especially true as the Kuwaiti community is a relatively
youthful one, where young people make up its biggest part. For this, we continue

to dedicate most of our programs to-
wards supporting and empowering this
vibrant segment.” He added.

Al Musaibeeh concluded: “We will
continue to make our resources avail-
able to invest in the country’s next gen-
eration, because we believe that young
people drive growth and progress in
our communities. Zain’s journey to
empower the youth will continue, and
we consider ourselves a main partner
in the success of this event.”

This year, Zain joined the NUKS
USA conference with several excit-
ing programs and sports competitions
that created a sense of national unity,
including a padel tournament for male
students, a pickleball tournament for
female students, on-stage entertain-

ment segments, a special gathering for
Kuwaitis in a café, and a sports panel
that featured a local athlete who shared

his experiences with the students.
For over 20 years, Zain contin-
ued to be the top supporter of NUKS

USA by participating in a plethora of
community programs, including the
annual conference in the US, the an-
nual orientation session in Kuwait, the
local NUKS USA office to guide new
students, academic sessions, cultural
seminars, sports competitions, enter-
tainment programs, workshops, and
more. The programs witness wide pos-
itive reaction and participation from
students every year.

Zain’s support to NUKS USA
comes in line with its pledge as a lead-
ing national company to provide bright
and enthusiastic young Kuwaitis with
a great social experience, as well as lis-

From Zain’s padel tournament for students in Atlanta.

ten to their ideas and experiences while
they pursue their education abroad.

Event draws over 700 enthusiastic participants

His Excellency the Romanian Ambassador to Kuwait, Mugurel Stanescu,
with Dr. Qais Saleh Al-Duwairi, Director General of Dasman Diabetes Insti-
tute, during the ambassador’s visit to Dasman Diabetes Institute.

Collahorative opportunities eyed

Romanian ambassador to Kuwait praises
Dasman Diabetes Institute achievements

KUWAIT CITY, Nov 26: His Ex-
cellency the Romanian Ambassador
to Kuwait, Mugurel Stanescu, paid
a field visit to Dasman Diabetes
Institute, which was established by
Kuwait Foundation for the Advance-
ment of Sciences. H. E. was met by
Dr. Qais Saleh Al-Duwairi, Director
General of Dasman Diabetes Insti-
tute.

His Excellency’s visit aimed of get-
ting to know closely the important
institutions in Kuwait and strength-
ening scientific cooperation. During

his visit to the institute, many scien-
tific and research topics, and issues
of common interests between the
two sides, were discussed.

The Ambassador was briefed
about the institute’s scientific prog-
ress, its importance, and its role in
the service of scientific research in
Kuwait, discussing ways to enhance
joint research and scientific coopera-
tion.

In turn, H.E. praised the insti-
tute’s impressive developments and
achievements.

IMA YouthWing’s Grand Conference sparks
empowerment among Indian Muslim youth

KUWAIT CITY, Nov 26: The Indian Muslim Association

Kuwait, this campaign was led by Mr. Asim Karel.

- YouthWing (IMA-YW) recently concluded a momentous
Grand Youth Conference on November 23rd, 2023, at the re-
vered Masjid-e-Mariyam, Mahboula. Under the theme “Do
Not Weaken, Do Not Grieve,” this conference served as a
culmination of an almost two months-long Associate Mak-
ing Campaign (AMC) aimed at galvanizing Indian youths in

Mr. Muhammed Qizar Sharief was the conference organ-
iser under the leadership of Janab Dawood Hasan Absami,
President-YouthWing, and Mr. Asif Ishaq as the Convener, the
event drew over 700 enthusiastic participants, predominantly
comprising 650 impassioned youths, eager to engage and learn.

The conference commenced with a spiritually uplifting

Tilawat e Quran by Hafiz Afridi Khan, setting the tone for an
evening focused on empowerment and unity. The inaugural
words and introduction of YouthWing by Mr. Asim Karel
laid the foundation for an eventful evening.

Distinguished guest speaker, Maulana Ishteyaq Alam
Falahi, shared profound insights on the significance of “Bait
al Maqdis and Our Responsibilities,” urging attendees to
embrace their roles in the global context.

The event took a thought-provoking turn as Jb. Shara-
fuddin Soofi delved into the theme “Do Not Weaken, Do
Not Grieve” in the Indian context, offering perspectives and
guidance pertinent to the Indian Muslim Youth. Maulana
Umar Falahi’s speech on “Zaad-e-Raah” provided a path for
spiritual and personal growth.

The culmination came with YouthWing President Mr. Da-
wood Hasan Absami’s stirring concluding words, express-
ing gratitude and offering a vote of thanks to all participants,
speakers, and contributors who made the event impactful.

Acknowledging outstanding contributions, gifts were dis-
tributed to guests, organizers, cricket winners, and campaign
top performers, fostering a sense of recognition and appre-
ciation.

IMA Dignitaries like Mr. Arshad Habib, Mr. Shamoil
Parvez, Mr. Jafar Sadiq with other IMA Ahbab and Youth-
Wing members were also present for conference.

Post-conference, the spirit of camaraderie continued as
food packets were generously distributed among all attend-
ees, reinforcing a sense of unity and shared purpose.

The event stood as a landmark, enlightening Indian Mus-
lim Youth in Kuwait, inspiring them to embrace responsi-
bilities and seize opportunities for a brighter future.

The IMA-YouthWing extends heartfelt appreciation to
everyone involved, ensuring the Grand Youth Conference
was a resounding success, resonating with the spirit of em-
powerment and community engagement.

Fahaheel Al-Watanieh Indian Private School (DPS), Kuwait, honors Arnav Nishant Kumbhare, a young, grade 8th
student for his accomplishments.

Kumbhare strikes gold and silver at CBSE National

DPS Kuwait’s swimming prodigy makes waves

KUWAIT CITY, Nov 26: In a display
of exceptional talent and single-minded
dedication, Arnav Nishant Kumbhare,
a young, grade 8th student of Fahaheel
Al-Watanieh Indian Private School
(DPS), Kuwait, has emerged as a shin-
ing star in the realm of swimming, bag-
ging a gold medal and a silver medal at
the prestigious CBSE National School
Games held in India. This remarkable
achievement is a testament to his spirit
and determination of this budding ath-
lete, which has set a new benchmark for
excellence in the sport.

Rooted in FAIPS (DPS) since Kin-
dergarten, Arnav has always harboured

Top & above: Photos taken during the Grand Youth Conference.

a deep passion for swimming, dedicat-
ing countless hours honing his skills

and perfecting various techniques. His
tireless efforts have paid off dividends,
enabled him to excel in various com-
petitions and to showcase his prowess
in the pool.

At the recently concluded CBSE
National School Games, Arnav rose
to the occasion, leaving an indelible
mark on the tournament. In the gru-
elling 100-meter freestyle event, he
displayed remarkable speed and agil-
ity, securing the coveted gold medal.
His success continued in the 200-meter
freestyle category, where he clinched a
well-deserved silver medal.

These remarkable achievements have
not only brought laurels to the School
but have also ignited a wave of inspira-

tion among fellow students and aspiring
athletes. Arnav has become an embodi-
ment of the school’s motto, “Service
before self,” demonstrating that, with
dedication and perseverance even the
most ambitious dreams can be realized.

Felicitating Arnav, along with his
proud parents, the school principal,
Mr. Ravi Ayanoli, expressed immense
pride in Arnav’s accomplishments and
stated that he is an exceptional talent
who has set new standards in swim-
ming in schools in Kuwait. He also
stated that Arnav’s dedication and
passion are a source of inspiration for
everyone.The management, principal
and staff wholeheartedly wish Arnav a
brilliant future.
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Elton John’s lyricist writes fascinating memoir

Ringo Starr reveals his colorful past in ‘Beats & Threads’

NEW YORK, Nov 26, (AP): Ringo Starr’s latest project is for fans of
music and of fashion.

Published Friday, “Beats & Threads” is an illustrated journey
through the former Beatles drummer’s decades in show business,
featuring images of everything from his drum Kkits to his trend-setting
wardrobe. The 312-page book is being sold through the publishing di-
vision of Julien’s Auctions.

“Featuring nearly 300 shimmering images capturing iconic and
many never-before-seen intimate moments of Ringo’s illustrious life
and career, along with the drum icon’s warm memories told in his own
words, this immense tribute to the enduring influence and time tran-
scending impact of the Fab Four member is a ticket to ride through
fashion and Beatles history,” the publisher announced.

“Beats and Threads” has a list price of $80, along with signed lim-
ited editions for as much as $750. All proceeds will be donated to the
Lotus Foundation, which offers support for various charitable projects,
from substance abuse to homelessness.

Starr, 83, has had a busy 2023, releasing the EP “Rewind Forward,”
touring with his All-Starr Band and working with Paul McCartney on
the “final” Beatles song, “Now and Then.”

d a a

If you’re thinking of checking out the new memoir by Elton John’s
lyricist to learn more about the Rocket Man, you’re out of luck. This is
Bernie Taupin’s song to sing.

“Scattershot: Life, Music, Elton & Me” is a fascinating read for the
pictures it paints of the music scene of the 1970s, *80s and ’90s but if
John is what you seek, he writes, the singer-pianist is “in absentia for

much of this narrative.”

“What people don’t realize is that we were joined at the hip at the
beginning. It was sort of me and him against the world,” Taupin said
in a recent interview. “But I think once that we gained a modicum of
success, it was natural that we would sort of separate and find our own
lives.”

“Scattershot” is the story of an Englishman bewitched by country
music and the American West who grows up to supply lyrics to one
of rock n ’roll’s all-time superstars and later in life embraces art and
becomes a bona fide cowboy.

“It was a great sort of psychological adventure, in a way,” he says.
“It was like being on the couch and remembering things, being prodded
by myself rather than a psychiatrist.”

Inspired

Readers will learn that “Bennie and the Jets” was inspired by Fritz
Lang’s landmark film “Metropolis,” “Tiny Dancer” actually describes
a handful of Los Angeles women, and “I’'m Still Standing” was based
on a breakup suffered by Taupin.

They’ll learn he was buzzed and poolside in Barbados when John
called him for lyrics to a new duet he was working on. Taupin threw
something together that was “simplistic without being overly trite.” It
became “Don’t Go Breaking My Heart,” their first U.K. No. 1 and win-
ner of an Ivor Novello Award. “Not bad for 10 minutes of drunken
scribbling,” he writes.

Of meeting John the first time, he writes: “I like him tremendously
because he’s not condescending. I sense a kindred spirit; we’re outsid-
ers looking for a way in, and I'm willing to play along, Sancho Panza

to his Don Quixote.” He also writes about gracefully declining an early
pass from John, paving the way for 50 years of friendship.

Taupin reveals he once punched John Belushi, ate a half block of
opium on a flight from New York, split his pants at a reception at Kens-
ington Palace and that Marilyn Monroe was not the initial choice to
anchor “Candle in the Wind.”

When he and John revisited the song to honor Diana, Princess
of Wales, Taupin spent just half an hour and acknowledges in his
memoir that “if you put a gun to my head right now and threatened
to kill me if I didn’t recite the lyric, I'd be a dead man. I don’t re-
member a word of it.” It would become the highest selling single
of all time.

Taupin doesn’t avoid spilling tea. Of Andy Warhol, he writes:
“Talking to Andy was like conversing with an 8-year-old girl” and he
wasn’t a fan of Hugh Hefner: “He was the possessor of a perpetual,
passive smirk that I found unsettling.”

“I always find that people tend to tiptoe around in autobiographies.
But you have to call people out,” he said in the interview. “I call out a
few people, some more than others. But I also compliment the ones that
deserve to be complimented.”

He also isn’t shy about criticizing his own work. He and John’s first
album, “Empty Sky,” was “an acceptable debut, but more importantly,
a harbinger of growth and improvement.” Later, the album “Jump Up!”
was “definitely subpar.”

Ben Schafer, an executive editor at Hachette Books who worked
with Taupin on the memoir and is thanked in the acknowledgements,
said “Scattershot” benefits from a writer living in two worlds.

Variety
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NEW DELHI: A stampede during
a music festival at a university in
southern India on Saturday killed
at least four students and injured
60 others, according to news
agency Press Trust of India.

The disaster happened at the
Cochin University of Science and
Technology in Kerala state where
students were enjoying a live
musical event that was interrupted
by rain, leading the audience to
scamper for shelter that resulted in
a stampede.

At least two people among the
injured are in critical condition,
news website Indian Express
reported.

Pinarayi Vijayan, the top
elected official in Kerala, said he
had ordered an investigation. (AP)
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MEXICGO CITY: Nicaragua’s in-

creasingly isolated and repressive
government thought it had scored
a rare public relations victory

last week when Miss Nicaragua
Sheynnis Palacios won the Miss
Universe competition.

But the “legitimate joy and
pride” President Daniel Ortega’s
government expressed in a state-
ment Sunday after the win quickly
turned to angry condemnation,
after it emerged that Palacios
graduated from a college that was
the center of 2018 protests against
the regime - and apparently par-
ticipated in the marches.

Ordinary Nicaraguans - who are
largely forbidden to protest or carry
the national flag in marches - took
advantage of the Saturday night
Miss Universe win as a rare oppor-
tunity to celebrate in the streets.

Their use of the blue-and-
white national flag, as opposed to
Ortega’s red-and-black Sandinista
banner, didn’t sit well with the
government.

Palacios’ victory - along with
photos she posted on Facebook in
2018 of herself participating in the
protests - overjoyed Nicaragua’s
opposition.

Roman Catholic Rev. Silvio
Baez, one of dozens of priests who
have been jailed or forced into
exile by the government, congratu-
lated Palacios in his social media
accounts.

“Thank you for bringing joy to
our long-suffering country!,” Baez
wrote. “Thank you for giving us
hope for a better future for our
beautiful country!”

This image released by Focus Features shows Dominic Sessa, (left), and Paul Giamatti in a scene from ‘The Holdovers.” (AP)

Film

Payne on movies that shaped him

‘Holdovers’ taps into "70s film vibes

NEW YORK, Nov 26, (AP): There are rituals to an Al-
exander Payne movie. In post-production, he and his
longtime editor, Kevin Tent, will gather collaborators
for Tie Day Tuesday and Friday night party, during
which Payne pulls out his 16mm projector to play old
reels he’s collected on eBay.

“I kind of overbought,” Payne says, smiling. “If you
don’t have the right storage facility, you start getting
vinegar syndrome. [ had a beautiful print of ‘The Break-
ing Point’ — it’s one of my favorite films — and within a
year it got vinegar syndrome and I had to throw it out.”

A deep affection for cinema tends to run alongside the
moviemaking. Payne’s latest, the acclaimed “The Holdo-
vers,” started, years ago, with an old film. The 62-year-
old, Omaha, Nebraska-based director caught a restora-
tion of the 1935 French comedy “Merlusse.” The plot’s
basic framework — a much-disliked teacher stays over
Christmas break with a handful of kids with nowhere to
go home to — struck him as a good basis for a movie.

“The Holdovers,” stars Paul Giamatti as a carmudg-
eonly classics teacher in a similar situation at a New
England prep school in 1970. The film, penned by Da-
vid Hemingson, pares away some of the comic conceit
to focus on three disparate characters brought together:
Paul Hunham (Giamatti), a smart, less well-off student
named Angus Tully (Dominic Sessa) and grieving caf-
eteria manager Mary Lamb (Da’Vine Joy Randolph).

“The Holdovers” is Payne’s attempt to make not just a
70-set film but an actual *70s film, styled after some of
the movies he grew up with. Older films have an influ-
ence, too. “The Holdovers” is, like Leo McCarey’s lu-
minous 1937 film “Make Way for Tomorrow” — a film
beloved by Payne — a tender drama made with the hu-
manistic touch of a filmmaker most at home in comedy.

On a recent fall day in Manhattan, Payne met a re-
porter to talk about some of the movies that inspired
“The Holdovers” and that formed him as a filmmaker
— a conversation that, as in the midst of promoting his
expected Oscar contender, he welcomed.

“I like talking about other people’s movies more than
my own,” Payne shrugged.

AP: Did you screen any films for your cast or crew
before shooting “The Holdovers”?

Payne: In the Somerville Theatre in Boston they
were kind enough to let me screen six or seven prints
of films — "70s movies — for the cinematographer, the
production designer, the costume designer and also for
Dominic because he hadn’t really seen those movies and
I wanted him to get a sense of the movie he was about
to be in. I ran “The Graduate,”The Landlord,”“Harold
and Maude,”The Last Detail,”Klute,”*Paper Moon”
and maybe “All the President’s Men.” We weren't try-
ing to consciously emulate the look and feel of any
single one of those films but we all wanted to splash
around in the films of our contemporaries, had we been
making a movie then.

AP: How did you first encounter those films?

Payne: As a kid. “Little Big Man” is in the movie.
I saw it probably four times when I was 9 years old. It
was at the theater down the street. I could walk to it. I
loved that movie. Still do.

AP: You seem to be especially channeling Hal Ash-
by in “The Holdovers.” What did he mean to you?

Payne: I saw “Harold and Maude” when it first came
out. I was 10 or 11. I had a funny relationship with
“Harold and Maude.” I loved it when it came out. Later
when I was a teenager, I thought it was too cornball.
Later I saw it again and liked it again. “The Last De-
tail” was too dirty. No one would take me to see that.
My birthday parties, we’d go see “Chinatown” or “One
Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest.” I'm a big film buff, I've
seen a lot. But that’s the period when I was a teenager
and a sense of taste was being imprinted on me. And
what I was told was a commercial American feature
film. Now they’re considered art films or whatever.
“The last golden age.” Well, you never know when
you’re living in a golden age.

AP: Were you thinking then about becoming a film-
maker?

Payne: The first thing I ever wanted to be in my life,
like under 10, was a projectionist. I had a couple pro-
jectors and I loved showing movies. In high school, I
kind of wanted to be a journalist. But there was always
that distant dream of not being a filmmaker but just
going to film school. My parents were hammering me
to go to law school. I was a senior at Stanford, I did

take the LSAT but that’s as far as I went. I applied to
five film schools and Columbia School of Journalism.
When I was a junior in college at Stanford, I was see-
ing a bunch of movies. When I saw “Seven Samurai,”
restored version, at the Castro Theatre in San Francisco
in the spring of 1983, that’s when I thought: I absolutely
have to apply to film school. The line I told myself and
I’ve repeated it since is: I will never climb a mountain
that high but I want to be on that mountain.

AP: Were there any other foundational filmgoing ex-
periences for you?

Payne: Previous to that the two touchstone movies
for me were probably “Modern Times,” which I first
saw when I was five and have since seen it a hun-
dred times. And earlier in college I had seen Bunuel’s
“Virdiana.” I was studying in Spain at the time where it
had been banned under Franco. This was 1981, Franco
died in 1975. So I was still in that period where films
that had been banned under Franco were finally trick-
ling into release in Spain. I was in Spain the first time
they screened “La Dolce Vita.” And “Virdiana,” I just
couldn’t believe a movie could be that ferocious.

AP: You’ve said before that, with many exceptions,
you gravitate to movies that have at least some humor
to them.

Payne: Oh yeah. You gotta have a joke in a movie.
Even Antonioni has humor to him. Even Kurosawa.
You gotta have humor. It’s unfair of me to say but I say
it. ’ll walk out of a movie and someone will say, “How
was it?” I'll say, “It was pretty good, but no jokes.”

AP: Were there filmmakers that you got to know af-
ter “Citizen Ruth” or “Election”?

Payne: Mike Nichols and Francis Coppola both
reached out to me after “Election” and said, “Hey kid,
liked your movie.” I immediately said, “Can I come
meet you?” And then we developed some friendship.
Lifechanging. I met (“Five Easy Pieces” director) Bob
Rafelson many times. He and I corresponded shortly
before he passed away. Milos Foreman I met. Jim Tay-
lor, my co-writer, used to be Ivan Passer’s assistant.
Milos and Ivan were writing partners who Jim and I
saw ourselves mirrored in a little bit. We so loved “Fire-
man’s Ball.”

With clunky rhetoric remi-
niscent of North Korea, Vice
president and First Lady Rosario
Murillo lashed out Wednesday
at opposition social media sites
(many run from exile) that cel-
ebrated Palacios’ win as a victory
for the opposition.

“In these days of a new victory,
we are seeing the evil, terrorist com-

mentators making a clumsy and
insulting attempt to turn what should
be a beautiful and well-deserved
moment of pride into destructive
coup-mongering,” Murillo said.
Thousands have fled into
exile since Nicaraguan security
forces violently put down mass
anti-government protests in 2018.
Ortega says the protests were an

Palacios

Vijayan

attempted coup with foreign back-
ing, aiming for his overthrow.

Ortega’s government seized
and closed the Jesuit University
of Central America in Nicaragua,
which was a hub for 2018 protests
against the Ortega regime, along
with at least 26 other Nicaraguan
universities.

The government has also out-

lawed or closed more than 3,000
civic groups and non-governmen-
tal organizations, arrested and
expelled opponents, stripped them
of their citizenship and confiscated
their assets.

Palacios, who became the first
Nicaraguan to win Miss Universe,
has not commented on the situa-
tion. (AP)
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Racketeering saga

Rapper Young Thug
finally heads to trial

ATLANTA, Nov 26, (AP): Opening statements are
expected this week in Atlanta in the trial of rapper
Young Thug, who’s accused of co-founding a violent
criminal street gang and using his music to promote it.

The Atlanta-based artist, whose given name is Jef-
fery Lamar Williams, is charged with violating Geor-
gia’s anti-racketeering and gang laws, among other
things. He was indicted last year along with more than
two dozen other people, five of whom are set to stand
trial with him.

The trial is projected to last months and will likely
include testimony from a number of high-profile mu-
sic industry figures. Prosecutors are expected to take
the controversial step of using Young Thug’s rap lyr-
ics as evidence against him.

Here are some things to
know as the trial gets under-
way:

Young Thug’s eccentric
style and mumble rap - along
with breakout hits such as
“Stoner” and “Best Friend” -
have made him popular. His
squeaky high-pitched vocals
can be heard in the background
of Childish Gambino’s “This is
America,” a social-political hit
that became the first hip-hop
track to win the song of the

Young Thug

year Grammy Award.

Young Thug won a Grammy in 2019 for his co-
writing efforts on the track, which included 21 Sav-
age, Quavo, BlocBoy JB, Slim Jxmmi of the duo Rae
Sremmurd. He has had several mixtapes and three
studio albums including his recent “Business is Busi-
ness” music project, which was released in June.

Young Thug has collaborated with some of music’s
best including Drake, Chris Brown, T.I. and Travis
Scott. Elton John called working with Young Thug an
“amazing moment” after recording the song “Always
Love You” featuring Nicki Minaj and Gunna.

Young Thug has three chart-topping songs includ-
ing “Havana” with Camila Cabello, “Way 2 Sexy”
with Drake and Future and “Franchise” featuring
Travis Scott and M.L.A.

He signed with Gucci Mane’s 1017 Records in
2013.

Campaign

In a hyper-masculine hip-hop scene, Young Thug
refused to play by traditional gender rules. He wore a
dress on the cover of his 2016 mixtape “Jeffery” and
said there’s no such thing as gender as part of a Calvin
Klein campaign.

On social media, some noticed Young Thug refer-
encing his male friends as “bae,” “lover” and “hubby.”

Young Thug grew up in a rough suburban Atlanta
housing project where crime was the norm. He be-
came a father at the age of 17 and currently has six
children.

Prosecutors have painted Young Thug as a gang
leader known as King Slime, someone who calls the
shots and directs others to engage in criminal activity.

A Fulton County grand jury indicted Young Thug
in May 2022, and more charges were added in a sub-
sequent indictment in August of that year. The sec-
ond indictment accuses Young Thug and 27 other
people of conspiring to violate Georgia’s Racketeer
Influenced and Corrupt Organizations Act, known as
RICO. The rapper is also accused of participation in
criminal street gang activity, as well as drug and gun
charges.

Prosecutors say Young Thug and two other peo-
ple co-founded a violent criminal street gang in 2012
called Young Slime Life, or YSL, which they say is
associated with the national Bloods gang. The indict-
ment says Young Thug “made YSL a well-known
name by referring to it in his songs and on social me-
dia.”

In addition to specific charges, the August indict-
ment includes a wide-ranging list of 191 acts that
prosecutors say were committed between 2013 and
2022 as part of the alleged conspiracy to further the
gang’s interests.

Included in that list is an allegation that Young
Thug threatened in July 2015 to shoot a security guard
who was trying to get him to leave an Atlanta-area
mall. The indictment also says Young Thug rented a
silver Infiniti sedan that was used in the killing of a
rival gang member. And, on numerous occasions, he
and others are alleged to have possessed various il-
legal drugs that they intended to distribute.

Young Thug’s lawyers have said in multiple court
filings that he is innocent of all crimes charged in the
indictment. They argue YSL is simply a record label.
The rapper has pleaded not guilty.

Multiple defense attorneys in the case have said
prosecutors were overzealous in their use of the RICO
statute and the anti-gang law, both of which carry
heavy penalties.

Conspiracy

Rapper Gunna, whose given name is Sergio Kitch-
ens, was charged with a single count of racketeering
conspiracy. He entered an Alford plea in December,
which means he maintains his innocence but recog-
nizes that it’s in his best interest to plead guilty.

During Gunna’s plea hearing, the rapper responded,
“Yes, ma’am” when when a prosecutor said that “YSL
is a music label and a gang” and that he had knowl-
edge that its members or associates had committed
crimes in furtherance of the gang.

The other two people accused of co-founding the
YSL gang - Walter Murphy and Trontavious Stephens
- were also charged. They each pleaded guilty in De-
cember to one count of conspiracy to violate the anti-
racketeering law.

Young Thug has been in jail since his arrest on May
9, 2022, having been denied bond several times since
then.

More than a year after he was jailed, Young Thug
surprisingly released his third studio album “Business
is Business,” which was executive produced by Metro
Boomin. The album - which featured Drake, Future
and Lil Uzi Vert - debuted No. 2 on the Billboard 200
chart.

Young Thug’s album dropped a week after Gunna
released his new project.

Young Thug’s racketeering conspiracy charge and
two gang charges each carry a penalty of five to 20
years in prison. The other five charges also carry po-
tential prison time.

Jury selection began in January. At that time, 14 of
the 28 people charged in the indictment were set to be
tried together. That number has dwindled to six after
some defendants either took plea deals or were sepa-
rated to be tried later.

It took nearly 10 months to seat a jury, which is
highly unusual. It took so long for a variety of reasons.

ARAB TIMES, MONDAY, NOVEMBER 27, 2023

12

e —— ——— < s
-

.

,'.,,‘I",":-
4 7 4 -

%

!

!

o <

.

- -- ‘

T ——

This undated publicity photo released by ABC shows Kerry Washington as Olivia Pope in a scene from the season finale, ‘White Hat’s Back On,’” from ABC Televi-
sion Network’s show, ‘Scandal.” (AP)

sesevronge

This cover image released by Julien’s
Auctions shows ‘Beats & Threads’
by Ringo Starr, an illustrated journey
through the former Beatles drummer’s
career, featuring images of everything
from his drum kits to his trend-setting
wardrobe. The 312-page book is be-
ing sold through the publishing divi-
sion of Julien’s Auctions. (AP)
- Details Page 11

Rock

Franklin

Variety

NEW YORK: The decline of local news in
the United States is speeding up despite
attention paid to the issue, to the point
where the nation has lost one-third of its
newspapers and two-thirds of its newspaper
journalists since 2005.

An average of 2.5 newspapers closed
each week in 2023 compared to two a week
the previous year, a reflection of an ever-
worsening advertising climate, according
to a Northwestern University study issued
recently. Most are weekly publications, in
areas with few or no other sources for news.

“My concern is that the acceleration that
we’re seeing is only going to worsen,” said
Tim Franklin, who heads the local news
initiative at Northwestern’s Medill journal-
ism school.

At its current pace, the country will hit
3,000 newspapers closed in two decades
sometime next year, with just under 6,000
remaining, the report said. At the same
time, 43,000 newspaper journalists lost
jobs, most of them at daily publications,
with the advertising market collapsing.

While digital outlets have emerged to fill

The Conversation

‘Scandal’ and ‘Madam Secretary’ ignite political passion

TV dramas empower women in politics

By Jennifer Hoewe
Purdue University

The Conversation is an independ-
ent and nonprofit source of news,
analysis and commentary from
academic experts.

Q Q Qa

illary Clinton famously did not

win the 2016 election and become
the first female US president. Yet
Clinton’s presidential campaign still
resonated with many women who have
said it made them more likely to get
involved in politics.

When women run for office, it can
inspire other women and gitls to be-
come more politically active. Clin-
ton, Vice President Kamala Harris,
presidential candidate Nikki Haley and
other high-profile female politicians
have motivated women to follow in
their footsteps and consider running
for office.

It turns out that same sort of inspira-
tion can happen when a female politi-
cian is not actually real, but instead is a
character on a fictional TV show.

I am a scholar of political communi-
cation and media psychology. My re-
search shows that when women watch
a female lead character on a fictional
political TV show, it can increase their
interest in participating in politics and
their belief that they can make a dif-
ference in the electoral process and
results.

Women run for office in the US and
serve in political positions less often
than men. Only 28% of Congress and
24% of state governors are women.
The US ranks 86th among 152 coun-
tries when it comes to the number of
women who serve in political office
- and how long they hold those posi-
tions, according to the World Econom-
ic Forum.

With the exception of voting, wom-
en are less likely than men to partici-
pate in political activities. Compared
with men, women often have less con-
fidence in their abilities to understand
politics.

The role model effect documents
that women and girls become more
encouraged to participate in politics

“I don’t think there’s a demand problem

for local news,” Franklin said. “T think there’s
a supply problem. I don’t think there’s one
solution to these problems. I think there are

when they see other women run for
political office.

And my research team found that
this role model effect can translate into
fictional TV content as well.

The fictional characters Alicia Flo-
rrick, Olivia Pope and Elizabeth Mc-
Cord are examples of women whose
political power exists only on TV.

Alicia Florrick, played by Julianna
Margulies, worked as a Chicago-based
lawyer before she eventually ran for Il-
linois state attorney general in CBS’s
drama “The Good Wife,” which aired
from 2009 until 2016.

Olivia Pope, played by Kerry Wash-
ington, worked as a high-profile politi-
cal fixer and consultant on ABC’s po-
litical thriller series “Scandal,” which
started in 2012 and ended in 2018.

Elizabeth McCord, played by Téa
Leoni, regularly overcame political
obstacles as U.S. secretary of state -
and later as the first female US presi-
dent - on the CBS drama “Madam
Secretary,” which ran from 2014 to
2019.

Each of these shows includes a
woman lead character in a nonste-
reotypical role - a leader successfully
tackling political problems.

Connection

When people watch these TV
shows, they can feel a strong bond
with their characters, a connection re-
searchers call parasocial relationships.
Viewers even use their attachments to
TV characters to satisfy their need to
feel connected with other people.

Sometimes, connecting with fic-
tional characters - and seeing strong,
female characters - can even spark
viewers to become more involved in
politics.

Two studies that I co-authored show
how viewers’ connections with TV
show characters influence their politi-
cal engagement.

Political engagement can mean a
range of things, including how close-
ly someone follows news about the
government and elections. Political
engagement can also be someone feel-
ing that they can make a difference in
an election and that they have a say in

going to be multiple solutions.”

An uptick in local news readership dur-
ing the pandemic shows people respond
when there’s an urgent need to know what

some voids, they’re closing at roughly the
same rate as new ones start, the report said.
There is talk of public financing helping the
industry, and more philanthropic money is
coming in, but none of that has changed the
trajectory.

Few media outlets are immune from
financial concerns. The Washington Post
said last month it needed to cut 240 jobs
through voluntary buyouts, the website

Jezebel said last week that it was closing,
NPR is laying off employees, and The
Associated Press this week began soliciting
donations from readers.

The problems of local news, however,
are like a slow drip that has affected every
corner of the country.

There are 204 counties in the United
States with no local news outlet, and 1,562
with only one, usually a weekly newspaper,
the Northwestern report said. That’s more
than half of the nation’s 3,143 counties.
Northwestern placed 228 of the counties
with only one news source on a “watch list,”
declaring that single outlet endangered.

Texas, the nation’s second most popu-
lous state, has grown 50% since 2005 yet
has lost 65% of its newspaper journalists,
the report said.

Japanese director Otsuka Ryuiji, (right), Chinese director Huang Ji, (centre)
Liao Ching-sung hold their awards for Best Narrative Feature and Best Film
Editing at the 60th Golden Horse Awards in Taipei, Taiwan, Saturday, Nov. 25.
They won for the film ‘Stonewalling’ at this year’s Golden Horse Awards, the
Chinese-language film industry’s biggest annual events. (AP)

, and

what the government does. Political
engagement can also include circu-
lating a petition, attending a political
rally or speech and, of course, voting.

We found that viewers formed
strong bonds with these fictional wom-
en, and these connections persisted
even after the credits rolled at the end
of each episode.

In our first study on this topic
in 2019, we surveyed people who
watched one or more of three shows:
“Madam Secretary,” “The Good Wife”
and “Scandal.” When compared with
individuals who watched less often,
viewers who regularly watched one of
these shows, who were mostly women,
had particularly strong connections
with that show’s lead female character.
These bonds with the fictional charac-
ter translated into viewers saying they
had a growing interest in politics, feel-
ings of making a difference in the elec-
tion process and greater intentions to
participate in politics.

In our second study from 2020, we
collected data from people who were
much less familiar with these shows.
Participants in an experiment viewed
a leading female character in “Madam
Secretary,” or a leading male character
in another show, with either a political-
or family-focused plotline.

When compared with the other ex-
perimental conditions, participants
who self-identified as more femi-
nine, primarily women, experienced
greater connections with the female
lead character when she was shown
in a plotline that addressed a political
problem. That then increased their
interest in politics, feelings of politi-
cal self-efficacy and plans for politi-
cal participation.

Importantly, our study concluded
that merely seeing women as lead char-
acters on TV is not enough to prompt
women and girls to become more
involved in politics. Instead, these
women characters must be shown as a
political leader.

Fictional television can influence
viewers’ political attitudes and poli-
cy preferences. Political TV shows,
in particular, can be both fun and
thought-provoking for viewers. (AP)

is going on in their communities, he said.

But the decline in local news has likely
made many potential customers get out
of the habit of looking for it. Job cuts at
dailies have given rise to “ghost newspa-
pers,” so-named because the product is a
shadow of what it used to be, and readers
have noticed.

The Alliance of Audited Media said that
paid print and digital circulation at the 504
newspapers it has audited this year was 10.2
million. Print circulation alone for those
newspapers was over 50 million in 2005.

Rural and poor areas are affected dis-
proportionately, the report said. While new
local digital sites have emerged in New
York, Chicago, San Francisco and Boston,
for example, most were based in more
affluent, suburban communities with strong
broadband access. (AP)

Q a Q
LOS ANGELES: Since “Fargo” began

airing on FX as an anthology series, each
season has featured an impressive roster

of talent including Billy Bob Thornton,
Chris Rock and Kirsten Dunst stepping
into its quirky world of folksy Midwestern-
ers mixed up in the law. “Fargo: Year 5,”
is no different. Juno Temple stars as a
woman whose strange behavior catches the
attention of local authorities. Jon Hamm,
Jennifer Jason Leigh, Richa Moorjani,
Joe Keery, Lamorne Morris and Dave
Foley also appear. (AP)
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The Conversation

PM2.5 linked to lung and heart disease, cancer, dementia and other diseases

Coal plants pollution kills far more than scientists realized

By Lucas Henneman
George Mason University

The Conversation is an independent and nonprofit
source of news, analysis and commentary from aca-
demic experts.

Q Qa Q

Air pollution particles from coal-fired power plants
are more harmful to human health than many experts
realized, and it’s more than twice as likely to contribute
to premature deaths as air pollution particles from other
sources, new research demonstrates.

In the study, published in the journal Science, col-
leagues and I mapped how US coal power plant emis-
sions traveled through the atmosphere, then linked each
power plant’s emissions with death records of Americans
over 65 years old on Medicare.

Our results suggest that air pollutants released from
coal power plants were associated with nearly half a mil-
lion premature deaths of elderly Americans from 1999
to 2020.

It’s a staggering number, but the study also has good
news: Annual deaths associated with US coal power
plants have fallen sharply since the mid-2000s as fed-
eral regulations compelled operators to install emissions
scrubbers and many utilities shut down coal plants en-
tirely.

In 1999, 55,000 deaths were attributable to coal air pol-
lution in the US, according to our findings. By 2020, that
number had fallen to 1,600.

In the US, coal is being displaced by natural gas and re-
newable energy for generating electricity. Globally, how-

ever, coal use is projected to increase in coming years. That
makes our results all the more urgent for global decision-
makers to understand as they develop future policies.

A landmark study in the 1990s, known as the Harvard
Six Cities Study, linked tiny airborne particles called
PM2.5 to increased risk of early death. Other studies have
since linked PM2.5 to lung and heart disease, cancer, de-
mentia and other diseases.

Following that research, the Environmental Protection
Agency began regulating PM2.5 concentrations in 1997
and has lowered the acceptable limit over time.

PM2.5 - particles small enough to be inhaled deep into
our lungs - comes from several different sources, includ-
ing gasoline combustion in vehicles and smoke from
wood fires and power plants. It is made up of many dif-
ferent chemicals.

Emissions

Coal is also a mix of many chemicals - carbon, hy-
drogen, sulfur, even metals. When coal is burned, all of
these chemicals are emitted to the atmosphere either as
gases or particles. Once there, they are transported by the
wind and interact with other chemicals already in the at-
mosphere.

As a result, anyone downwind of a coal plant may be
breathing a complex cocktail of chemicals, each with its
own potential effects on human health.

To understand the risks coal emissions pose to human
health, we tracked how sulfur dioxide emissions from
each of the 480 largest US coal power plants operating

at any point since 1999 traveled with the wind and turned
into tiny particles - coal PM2.5. We used sulfur dioxide
because of its known health effects and drastic decreases
in emissions over the study period.

We then used a statistical model to link coal PM2.5
exposure to Medicare records of nearly 70 million people
from 1999 to 2020. This model allowed us to calculate
the number of deaths associated with coal PM2.5.

Controlled

In our statistical model, we controlled for other pollu-
tion sources and accounted for many other known risk
factors, like smoking status, local meteorology and in-
come level. We tested multiple statistical approaches that
all yielded consistent results. We compared the results
of our statistical model with previous results testing the
health impacts of PM2.5 from other sources and found
that PM2.5 from coal is twice as harmful as PM2.5 from
all other sources.

The number of deaths associated with individual pow-
er plants depended on multiple factors - how much the
plant emits, which way the wind blows and how many
people breathe in the pollution. Unfortunately, U.S. utili-
ties located many of their plants upwind of major popula-
tion centers on the East Coast. This siting amplified these
plants’ impacts.

In an interactive online tool, users can look up our es-
timates of annual deaths associated with each US power
plant and also see how those numbers have fallen over
time at most US coal plants.

Engineers have been designing effective scrubbers and
other pollution-control devices that can reduce pollution
from coal-fired power plants for several years. And the
EPA has rules specifically to encourage utilities that used
coal to install them, and most facilities that did not install
scrubbers have shut down.

The results have been dramatic: Sulfur dioxide emis-
sions decreased about 90% in facilities that reported in-
stalling scrubbers. Nationwide, sulfur dioxide emissions
decreased 95% since 1999. According to our tally, deaths
attributable to each facility that installed a scrubber or
shut down decreased drastically.

As advances in fracking techniques reduced the cost
of natural gas, and regulations made running coal plants
more expensive, utilities began replacing coal with natu-
ral gas plants and renewable energy. The shift to natu-
ral gas - a cleaner-burning fossil fuel than coal but still
a greenhouse gas contributing to climate change - led to
even further air pollution reductions.

Today, coal contributes about 27% of electricity in the
US, down from 56% in 1999.

Globally, however, the outlook for coal is mixed.
While the US and other nations are headed toward a
future with substantially less coal, the International
Energy Agency expects global coal use to increase
through at least 2025.

Our study and others like it make clear that increases in
coal use will harm human health and the climate. Making full
use of emissions controls and a turn toward renewables are
surefire ways to reduce coal’s negative impacts. (AP)

Diphtheria outbreaks

Dengue fever claims over
356 lives in Burkina Faso

S. Africa, Colombia, and others take on drugmakers

Countries fight for affordable TB, HIV drugs

ALGIERS, Nov 26, (Agencies): Health
authorities in Burkina Faso announced
on Saturday the death of 356 people
due to dengue fever during the period
from mid-October to mid-November.

In a statement, the health authorities
said, “During the period from Novem-
ber 13 to 19, 59 deaths were recorded,”
indicating that “during the same peri-
od, 13,896 suspected cases of dengue
fever were reported, including 6,829
possible cases and 1,101 severe cases
requiring hospitalization.”

The statement explained that “public
authorities launched a campaign to spray
mosquito-killing substances in the two
most affected cities, the capital (Ouaga-
dougou) located in the center, and the
economic capital (Bobo-Dioulasso) lo-
cated in the west of the country.”

It pointed out that since January
2023, the country located in West Af-
rica has recorded 570 deaths due to
this common disease in Africa, which
is transmitted by mosquitoes. Burkina
Faso has witnessed deaths from den-
gue fever since the 1960s, but the first
documented epidemic in the country
due to this disease dates back to 2017,
where 13 people died due to infection.

a a a

Diphtheria: Authorities in several
West African countries are trying to
manage their huge diphtheria out-
breaks, including in Nigeria where a
top health official said Thursday that
millions are being vaccinated to cover
wide gaps in immunity against the dis-
ease.

Atleast 573 people out of the 11,640
diagnosed with the disease in Nigeria
have died since the current outbreak
started in December 2022, though of-
ficials estimate the toll - now on the
decline because of treatment efforts -
could be much higher across states un-
able to detect many cases.

In other countries like Niger, 37
people had died out of the 865 cases as
of October, while Guinea has reported
58 deaths out of 497 since its outbreak
started in June.

“As far as the history that I am
aware of, this is the largest outbreak
that we have had,” Ifedayo Adetifa,
head of the Nigeria Centre for Disease
Control, told The Associated Press.

Contagious

The highly contagious bacterial in-
fection has been reported in 20 of Ni-
geria’s 36 states so far.

A major driver of the high rate of in-
fection in the region has been a histori-
cally wide vaccination gap, the French
medical organization Doctors Without
Borders, or MSF, said in a statement
on Tuesday.

In Nigeria, only 42% of children
under 15 years old are fully protected
from diphtheria, according to a gov-
ernment survey, while Guinea has a
47% immunization rate - both far be-
low the 80-85% rate recommended
by the World Health Organization to
maintain community protection.

The fate of the affected countries is
worsened by the global shortages of
the diphtheria vaccine as demand has
increased to respond to outbreaks, the
MSF said.

“We’re not seeing vaccination hap-
pen, not at the scale that is needed,”
said Dr. Dagemlidet Tesfaye Worku,
emergency medical program man-
ager for MSF in Abidjan, Ivory Coast.
“What is needed is a truly massive
scale-up of vaccination, as soon as
possible.”

The Nigerian government is ramping
up vaccination for targeted populations
while assisting states to boost their ca-
pacity to detect and manage cases, said
Adetifa, the Nigeria CDC head.

But several states continue to strug-
gle, including Kano, which accounts
for more than 75% of cases in Nige-
ria but has only two diphtheria treat-
ment centers, according to Abubakar
Labaran Yusuf, the state’s top health
official.

“Once people have to travel or
move significant distances to access
treatment, that becomes a challenge,”
Adetifa said.

CAPE TOWN, South Africa, Nov 26, (AP): South
Africa, Colombia and other countries that lost out
in the global race for coronavirus vaccines are tak-
ing a more combative approach towards drugmak-
ers and pushing back on policies that deny cheap
treatment to millions of people with tuberculosis
and HIV.

Experts see it as a shift in how such countries deal
with pharmaceutical behemoths and say it could trig-
ger more efforts to make lifesaving medicines more
widely available.

In the COVID-19 pandemic, rich countries bought
most of the world’s vaccines early, leaving few shots
for poor countries and creating a disparity the World
Health Organization called “a catastrophic moral
failure.”

Now, poorer countries are trying to become more
self-reliant “because they’ve realized after COVID
they can’t count on anyone else,” said Brook Baker,
who studies treatment-access issues at Northeastern
University.

Targets

One of the targets is a drug, bedaquiline, that is
used for treating people with drug-resistant versions
of tuberculosis. The pills are especially important
for South Africa, where TB killed more than 50,000
people in 2021, making it the country’s leading cause
of death.

In recent months, activists have protested ef-
forts by Johnson & Johnson to protect its patent
on the drug. In March, TB patients petitioned the
Indian government, calling for cheaper generics;
the government ultimately agreed J&J’s patent
could be broken. Belarus and Ukraine then wrote
to J&J, also asking it to drop its patents, but with
little response.

In July, J&J’s patent on the drug expired in
South Africa, but the company had it extended
until 2027, enraging activists who accused it of
profiteering.

The South African government then began inves-
tigating the company’s pricing policies. It had been
paying about 5,400 rand ($282) per treatment course,
more than twice as much as poor countries that got
the drug via a global effort called the Stop TB part-
nership.

In September, about a week after South Africa’s
probe began, J&J announced that it would drop its
patent in more than 130 countries, allowing generic-
makers to copy the drug.

“This addresses any misconception that access to
our medicines is limited,” the company said.

Christophe Perrin, a TB expert at Doctors With-
out Borders, called J&J’s reversal “a big surprise”

because aggressive patent protection was typically
a “cornerstone” of pharmaceutical companies’ strat-
egy.

Meanwhile, in Colombia, the government declared
last month that it would issue a compulsory license
for the HIV drug dolutegravir without permission
from the drug’s patent-holder, Viiv Healthcare. The
decision came after more than 120 groups asked
the Colombian government to expand access to the
WHO-recommended drug.

“This is Colombia taking the reins after the ex-
treme inequity of COVID and challenging a major
pharmaceutical to ensure affordable AIDS treatment
for its people,” said Peter Maybarduk of the Wash-
ington advocacy group Public Citizen. He noted that
Brazilian activists are pushing their government to
make a similar move.

Still, some experts said much more needs to change
before poorer countries can produce their own medi-
cines and vaccines.

When the coronavirus pandemic hit, Africa pro-
duced fewer than 1% of all vaccines made globally
but used more than half of the world’s supply, ac-
cording to Petro Terblanche, managing director of
Afrigen Biologics.

The company is part of a WHO-backed ef-
fort to produce a COVID vaccine using the same
mRNA technology as those made by Pfizer and
Moderna.

Terblanche estimated about 14 million people
died of AIDS in Africa in the late 1990s-2000s,
when countries couldn’t get the necessary medi-
cines.

Patents

Back then, President Nelson Mandela’s govern-
ment in South Africa eventually suspended pat-
ents to allow wider access to AIDS drugs. That
prompted more than 30 drugmakers to take it to
court in 1998, in a case dubbed “Mandela vs. Big
Pharma.”

Doctors Without Borders described the episode as
“a public relations disaster” for the drug companies,
which dropped the lawsuit in 2001.

Terblanche said that Africa’s past experience dur-
ing the HIV epidemic has proven instructive.

“It’s not acceptable for a listed company to hold
intellectual property that stands in the way of sav-
ing lives and so, we will see more countries fighting
back,” she said.

Challenging pharmaceutical companies is just one
piece to ensuring Africa has equal access to treat-
ments and vaccines, Terblanche said. More robust
health systems are critical.

“If we can’t get (vaccines and medicines) to the

people who need them, they aren’t useful,” she said.

Yet some experts pointed out that South Africa’s
own intellectual property laws still haven’t been
changed sufficiently and make it too easy for phar-
maceutical companies to acquire patents and extend
their monopolies.

While many other developing countries allow le-
gal challenges to a patent or a patent extension, South
Africa has no clear law that allows it to do that, said
Lynette Keneilwe Mabote-Eyde, a health care activ-
ist who consults for the nonprofit Treatment Action
Group.

The South African department of health didn’t re-
spond to a request for comment regarding drug pro-
curement and patents.

Andy Gray, who advises the South African gov-
ernment on essential medicines, said J&J’s recent de-
cision to not enforce its patent may have more to do
with the drug’s limited future earnings than caving to
pressure from activists.

“Because bedaquiline is not ever going to sell in
huge volumes in high-income countries, it’s the sort
of product they would love to offload at some stage
and perhaps earn a royalty from,” said Gray, a se-
nior lecturer in pharmacology at the University of
KwaZulu-Natal.

Treatment

In its annual report on TB released earlier this
month, the World Health Organization said there
were more than 10 million people sickened by the
disease last year and 1.3 million deaths. After CO-
VID-19, tuberculosis is the world’s deadliest infec-
tious disease and it is now the top killer of people
with HIV.

WHO noted only about 2 in 5 people with drug-
resistant TB are being treated.

Zolelwa Sifumba, a South African doctor, was
diagnosed with drug-resistant TB in 2012 when she
was a medical student and endured 18 months of
treatment taking about 20 pills every day in addition
to daily injections, which left her in “immense pain”
and resulted in some hearing loss. Bedaquiline was
not rolled out as a standard treatmet in South Africa
until 2018.

“I wanted to quit (treatment) every single day,”
she said. Since her recovery, Sifumba has become
an advocate for better TB treatment, saying it makes
little sense to charge poor countries high prices for
essential medicines.

“TB is everywhere but the burden of it is in your
lower and middle income countries,” she said. “If
the lower income countries can’t get it (the drug),
then what’s the point? Who are you making it
for?”
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Australia’s Min Woo Lee holds his trophy after winning
the Australian PGA Championship in Brisbane, Sun-
day, Nov. 26, 2023. (AP)

‘Best atmosphere shot I've ever hit’

Lee serves up victory at Australian PGA Championship

BRISBANE, Australia, Nov 26, (AP): Min Woo Lee started
celebrating his first Australian PGA Championship title on
the next-to-last hole Sunday when he put on a chef’s hat and
did a synchronized clap along with the boisterous crowd be-
fore jogging off to the 18th.

He narrowly missed par at the last but still closed with a
3-under 68 to finish 20 under for the tournament and a three-
shot win over Japan’s Riyuka Hoshino, who also closed with
68.

Lee, who is ranked No. 45 and comes from Western Aus-
tralia, has made “let him cook™ his popular catch phrase.

And so, with a four-shot lead going into the final hole, he
put on a chef’s hat and clapped his hands above his head in
time with the crowd at the 17th, the so-called Party Hole at
Royal Queensland Golf Club.

He also brought the crowd alive with a long chip for an
eagle at the par-5 ninth.

“The best atmosphere shot I've ever hit,” Lee said. “That
one, at that point, it was getting close.

“I was in a pretty average position. To chip that in - it was

GOLF

amazing. It’s one of the best shots I’ve probably hit.”

Lee had a wire-to-wire win in the Asian Tour’s Macau
Open last month for his first victory since 2021, and added
this one quickly on home soil. It was his fourth career title.

Marc Leishman made seven birdies in a closing 64 to move
into third place at 16 under, one ahead of Curtis Luck (69).

Joaquin Niemann of Chile was fourth at 13 under, his final
round 67 highlighted by an ace at the 160-meter, par-3 fourth.

Adam Scott slipped back to sixth place at 12 under with a
70 on Sunday after threatening Lee’s lead in the second and
third rounds.

The Australian PGA, co-sanctioned by the Australasian
Tour and DP World Tour, gave Lee a third title on the Eu-
ropean circuit.

“I’ve always thought I could win, but it took a while to get
over the hump,” he said. “Two wins in the last month or so
.... really proud of it.”

He was targeting a victory on the European tour in 2023
and while he didn’t achieve it in the season that ended last
week, he still made it within the calendar year that also in-
cluded a tie for 5th at the U.S. Open.

Davis scores season-high 32 points in
Lakers’ 121-115 victory over Cavaliers

76ers end Thunder’s winning streak

CLEVELAND, Nov 26, (AP):
Anthony Davis scored 23 of
his season-high 32 points in the
second half and grabbed 13 re-
bounds, LeBron James had 22
points and the Los Angeles Lak-
ers beat the Cleveland Cavaliers
121-115 on Saturday night.

James added six rebounds, six assists
and two steals in beating Cleveland for
the 18th time in 21 career games. The
39-year-old attended St. Vincent-St.
Mary High School in nearby Akron and
spent 11 seasons with the Cavaliers,
leading them to the 2016 title.

Austin Reeves had 15 points and
10 assists, Christian Wood scored 13
points and Max Christie had 12 for the
Lakers.

BASKETBALL

Donovan Mitchell, who missed the
previous four games with a right ham-
string strain, went 4 of 18 from the
field and had 22 points and six assists
for Cleveland. Jarrett Allen added 21
points and 14 rebounds.

76ers 127, Thunder 123

In Oklahoma City, Joel Embiid just
missed Philadelphia’s first triple-dou-
ble of the season with 35 points, 11
rebounds and nine assists and the 76ers
ended Oklahoma City’s winning streak
at six.

Embiid made six free throws in the
final 9.8 seconds. The 76ers had a nine-
point lead with 49 seconds left shrink to
two after Chet Holmgren’s basket with
2.5 seconds to go.

Los Angeles Lakers forward Anthony Davis (3) shoots over Cleveland Cavaliers
center Jarrett Allen (31) during the first half of an NBA basketball game Saturday,

Nov. 25, 2023, in Cleveland. (AP)

missed his first nine shots before finish-
ing with eight points for the Clippers.
Luka Doncic scored 30 points and
Kyrie Irving had 26 for the Mavs, who
had the past two days off in Los Angeles
after beating the Lakers on Wednesday.

Nets 112, Bulls 97

In New York, Mikal Bridges scored
24 points, Cam Johnson added 19
points and 10 rebounds and Brooklyn
routed short-handed Miami to snap a
three-game losing streak.

Brooklyn got double-figure scoring
from its five starters, with Dorian Finney-
Smith scoring 16 points, Nic Claxton
chipping in 13 and Spencer Dinwiddie
finishing with 14 points and 11 assists.

Caleb Martin scored 22 points for
Miami. The Heat rested Jimmy Butler
and Bam Abedayo, a night after blow-
ing a 21-point lead and losing to New
York at Madison Square Garden.

Hawks 136, Wizards 108

In Washington, Trae Young had 26
points and 10 assists and Atlanta hand-
ed Washington Wizards its ninth con-
secutive loss.

Atlanta had lost three of four entering
this game, but the Hawks had no trouble
with the rebuilding Wizards. They went
on a 10-2 run to take a 70-58 halftime
lead and were up by 29 after three quar-
ters.

Washington (2-14) fell into a tie with
Detroit for the NBA’s worst record. The
Pistons host the Wizards on Monday
night.

Jazz 105, Pelicans 100

In Salt Lake City, Collin Sexton
scored 10 of his 16 points in the fourth
quarter in Utah’s comeback victory
New Orleans.

Tyrese Maxey added 28 points and
eight rebounds, and Tobias Harris
scored 16 points for the 76ers, who
moved to 11-5, the same as the Thun-
der. Philadelphia had a big advantage at
the free throw line, making 37 of 45 to

21 of 26 for Oklahoma City.

Holmgren led Oklahoma City with 33
points. Shai Gilgeous-Alexander had 31.
Clippers 107, Mavericks 88

In Los Angeles, Paul George had

25 points and nine rebounds, Terance
Mann added 17 points and Los Angeles
beat Dallas for its fourth victory in five
games.

James Harden had just eight points
and seven assists, while Kawhi Leonard

Utah was with top scorers Lauri
Markkanen (hamstring) and Jordan
Clarkson (illness).

Brandon Ingram had 26 points for the
Pelicans, who had won three in a row.
They rested Zion Williamson.

UCLA pummels Niagara

Baldwin helps Wolfpack women
defeat Buffaloes at Paradise Jam

UIC tops George Washington

No. 17 Alabama bounces back
from first loss, ‘topples’ Oregon

NICEVILLE, Florida, Nov 26, (AP): Mark Sears scored 27
points, Aaron Estrada added 22 and No. 17 Alabama fol-
lowed its first loss with a 99-91 victory over Oregon on Sat-
urday in the third-place game of the Emerald Coast Classic.

Those two were among four Alabama players scoring in
double figures in a mid-afternoon game after the Crimson
Tide’s 92-81 loss to Ohio State on Friday night.

The Crimson Tide expanded an eight-point halftime lead
with a 15-5 surge, capped by Estrada’s 3-pointer with 9:28
remaining, for a 78-61 lead. Alabama led by as much as
18 before Oregon got within six points with 2:46 left, but
couldn’t get closer.

The game at Raider Arena at Northwest Florida State
College was the first meeting between these teams in seven
years. Jermaine Couisnard led Oregon with 24 points.

UIC 89, George Washington 79

In Nassau, Bahamas, Isaiah Ri-
vera’s 23 points helped UIC defeat
George Washington 89-79 at the
Baha Mar Hoops Nassau Champion-
ship.

Rivera shot 8 for 13 (4 for 7 from
3-point range) and 3 of 4 from the
free-throw line for the Flames (5-1).
Christian Jones added 22 points, five
rebounds and seven assists. Toby Oka-
ni shot 6 for 9, including 2 for 3 from
beyond the arc to finish with 14 points.

The Revolutionaries (5-1) were led in scoring by James
Bishop, who finished with 22 points and six assists. Dar-
ren Buchanan Jr. added 14 points and two steals for George
Washington. Maximus Edwards also put up 12 points, seven
rebounds and two steals.

BASKETBALL

Sears

Loyola Marymount 67, UTEP 47

In Los Angeles, Justin Wright had 20 points in Loyola
Marymount’s 67-47 win against UTEP.

Wright added six rebounds for the Lions (4-3). Keli Leau-
pepe and Lars Thiemann added 13 points apiece.

The Miners (5-2) were led by Tae Hardy, who recorded
12 points. Zid Powell added nine points and six rebounds
for UTEP.

St. John’s 91, Holy Cross 45

In New York, Joel Soriano scored 16 points as St. John’s
beat Holy Cross 91-45.

Soriano also contributed six rebounds for the Red Storm (4-
2). RJ Luis added 14 points while going 6 of 12 from the field,
and they also had three steals. Jordan Dingle had 11 points and
shot 5 for 8, including 1 for 4 from beyond the arc.

Wichita State 80, Norfolk State 67

In Wichita, Kansas, Kenny Pohto’s 25 points helped
Wichita State defeat Norfolk State 80-67.

Pohto also contributed six rebounds and five assists for
the Shockers (6-1). Harlond Beverly added 13 points while
going 4 of 7 from the floor, including 1 for 3 from 3-point
range, and 4 for 6 from the line, and he also had five re-
bounds and eight assists. Quincy Ballard had 13 points and
finished 6 of 7 from the floor.

Michigan beats Ohio State 30-24 for 3rd straight win in rivalry

Milton, No. 1 Georgia hold off Georgia Tech

ST. THOMAS, U.S. Virgin Islands,
Nov 26, (AP): River Baldwin scored a
career-high 26 points and No. 10 North
Carolina State beat a team ranked in
the top 3 of the AP poll for the sec-
ond time this month, topping No. 3
Colorado 78-60 at the Paradise Jam on
Saturday.

Baldwin scored 16 points in the first
half as the Wolfpack (7-0) pulled ahead
by as many as 27 en route to their sec-
ond signature win of the season. N.C.
State beat then-No. 2 UConn 92-81 on
Nov. 12 in Raleigh, North Carolina.

Baldwin, whose previous career
best was 19 points during her freshman
year at Florida State in 2019, made 9
of 12 from the field and 8 of § free
throws. She also had eight rebounds.

Aziaha James scored 13 points,
Madison Hayes had 11 points and
Madi Collins added 10 points for the
Wolfpack, who scored the game’s first
nine points and never trailed.

Jaylyn Sherrod led the Buffaloes (6-

BASKETBALL

1) with 20 points and Frida Formann
scored 14. Aaronette Vonleh, the
team’s leading scorer at 18.3 per game,
was held to five points.

UCLA 97, Niagara 46

In George Town, Cayman Islands,
Gabriela Jaquez scored a game-high
23 points and Londynn Jones had 21
as UCLA beat Niagara at the Cayman
Islands Classic.

Angela Dugalic added 14 points and
had seven rebounds for the Bruins (6-0),
who scored the game’s first 23 points.

Niagara finally got on the board
when Destiny Strother made a pair of
free throws with 2:19 left in the first
quarter. She finished with 16 points for
the Purple Eagles (2-4).

Iowa 100, Florida Gulf Coast 62

In Estero, Florida, Caitlin Clark
scored 21 points, coach Lisa Bluder
got her 500th victory at lowa and the
Hawkeyes had no trouble on the way
to beating Florida Gulf Coast in the
semifinals of the Gulf Coast Showcase.

Iowa (6-1) set a school record with
20 3-pointers. The Hawkeyes will get

lowa guard Caitlin Clark (22) drives
next to Florida Gulf Coast forward
Alyssa Jimenez (12) during the first
half of an NCAA college basketball
game in Gulf Coast Showcase, Sat-
urday, Nov. 25, in Estero, Fla. (AP)

a rematch with Kansas State for the
tournament title on Sunday night; the
Wildcats won in Iowa City on Nov. 16,
topping the Hawkeyes for the second
consecutive season.

Taylor McCabe (6 for 7), Gabbie
Marshall (4 for 5) and Sydney Affolter
(3 for 3) combined to go 13 for 15
from beyond the arc for the Hawkeyes.
McCabe scored a career-high for 18
for Iowa, while Marshall and Affolter
each added 12 and Kate Martin fin-
ished with 11.

Maca Retamales scored 16 and Dolly
Cairns added 13 for Florida Gulf Coast
(4-2), which trailed 55-19 at the half.

UConn 71, Kansas 63

In George Town, Cayman Islands,
Paige Bueckers scored 22 points and
Aubrey Griffin added 20 as No. 6
UConn beat Kansas 71-63 on Saturday
at the Cayman Islands Classic.

Griffin grabbed a team-best eight re-
bounds and Nika Muhl had six assists
for the Huskies (4-2).

Taiyanna Jackson led Kansas (2-3)
with 16 points and 12 rebounds for her
third double-double of the season. Wy-
vette Mayberry and S’Maya Nichols
each scored 14.

Bueckers scored just two points on
a pair of field goal attempts in the first
half, but exploded for 20 after the half-
time break.

ATLANTA, Nov 26, (AP): Kend-
all Milton ran for a career-high 156
yards and two touchdowns and No.
1 Georgia held off Georgia Tech 31-
23 on Saturday night to cap its third
consecutive undefeated regular sea-
son with its sixth straight victory in
the state rivalry.

Georgia (12-0, No. 1 College
Football Playoff) extended its
school-record winning streak to 29
games. The Bulldogs have won 19
of the last 22 against Georgia Tech
(6-6), but this was more competitive
than most recent battles for the Gov-
ernor’s Cup Trophy.

Quarterback Haynes King had two
touchdown runs and Jamal Haynes
also ran for a score. Eric Singleton
Jr. had four catches for 96 yards as
the Yellow Jackets gained 363 yards,
including 205 on the ground.

King’s 5-yard scoring run with
3:46 remaining cut Georgia’s lead to
31-23. Georgia recovered an onside
kick and relied on its running game,
led by Milton and Daijun Edwards,
to run out the clock. Milton’s rush-
ing total set a season high for a Geor-
gia running back.

Georgia protected its hopes of be-
coming the first team to win three
straight national championships in
The Associated Press poll era.

Michigan 30, Ohio State 24

In Ann Arbor, Michigan, With
Jim Harbaugh nowhere in sight and
a scandal hanging over their heads,
J.J. McCarthy and No. 3 Michigan
stared down No. 2 Ohio State and
ran the school’s win streak against
the Buckeyes to three games with
a 30-24 victory in maybe the most
consequential game in the history of
the storied rivalry.

Michigan’s Rod Moore inter-
cepted Kyle McCord’s wobbly pass
intended for All-American Marvin
Harrison Jr. at the Wolverines” 21-
yard line with 25 seconds left, set-
ting off a wild celebration on the
home team’s sideline.

Washington 24, Washington St 21
In Seattle, Grady Gross made a

42-yard field goal on the final play,
Rome Odunze caught two touch-
down passes from Michael Penix Jr.
and No. 4 Washington beat Wash-
ington State 24-21 in the Apple Cup
for an undefeated regular season.
Playing likely his final game at
Husky Stadium, Odunze caught a 40-
yard touchdown pass in the second
quarter and hauled in a 21-yarder on

FOOTBALL

the final play of the third quarter to
give the Huskies a 21-14 lead.

Odunze then added his biggest
running play of the year. Facing
fouth-and-1 at their own 29 with
1:11 left, he took a reverse 23 yards.
Odunze later played defender break-
ing up a potential interception at the
goal line and Gross nailed the win-
ner.

Florida State 24, Florida 15

In Gainesville, Florida, Trey Ben-
son ran for three touchdowns, in-
cluding a 26-yarder on third down
with less than three minutes to play,
and No. 5 Florida State beat rival
Florida 24-15 to extend its winning
streak to 18.

Benson finished with 95 yards on
19 carries and helped take pressure
off new quarterback Tate Rodemak-
er as the Seminoles (12-0) moved a
victory from a potential spot in the
College Football Playoff.

T With star
quarterback
Jordan  Travis
watching from
the visiting ath-
letic  director’s
suite with his left
leg in a walking
boot, Rodemak-
er came up huge
when it mattered
most.

Alabama 27, Auburn 24

In Auburn, Alabama, Jalen Mil-
roe and Isaiah Bond rescued No. 8
Alabama’s playoff hopes, connect-
ing for a last-minute touchdown on
fourth-and-goal from the 31 to beat
Auburn 27-24.

Bond caught Milroe’s desperation
heave in the left corner of the end
zone with 32 seconds left to give the
Crimson Tide (11-1, 8-0 Southeast-
ern Conference) a 10th straight win
in the latest dramatic Iron Bowl at

McCarthy

Georgia running back Kendall Milton (2) runs for a touchdown during the
first half of an NCAA college football game against Georgia Tech, Satur-
day, Nov 25, 2023, in Atlanta. (AP)

Jordan-Hare Stadium.

Payton Thorne passed for 91
yards and a touchdown and ran for
58 yards for Auburn. Jarquez Hunter
ran for 93 yards and Damari Alston
gained 85.

Kentucky 38, Louisville 31

In Louisville, Kentucky, Ray
Davis broke free for a go-ahead,
37-yard touchdown run with 1:02
remaining and caught two second-
half touchdowns, helping Kentucky
rally past No. 9 Louisville 38-31in
the Governor’s Cup.

Davis’ third score capped a wild
second half for the Wildcats (7-5)
in which the Bluegrass State rivals
combined for 42 points and closed
alternating touchdowns. The winner
came after Louisville tied the game
at 31 on Jack Plummer’s 21-yard
touchdown pass to Ahmari Huggins-
Bruce with 2:33 remaining. Jarvis
Brownlee Jr. set up that improbable
opportunity for Louisville by inter-
cepting Devin Leary’s floating pass
as he was hit by Ashton Gillotte.

LSU 42, Texas A&M 30

In Baton Rouge, La., Jayden Dan-
iels passed for four touchdowns and
accounted for 355 yards of total of-
fense against one of the nation’s
top defenses, and No. 14 LSU beat
Texas A&M 42-30.

Daniels completed 16 of 24 passes
for 235 yards and ran 11 times for
120 yards - a fine day by most quar-
terbacks’ standards but somewhat
short of the Heisman Trophy candi-
date’s usual production this season.

Time will tell if he did enough to
win over Heisman voters, who will
get an additional look at two other
top candidates - Washington quarter-
back Michael Penix Jr. and Oregon
QB Bo Nix - when their teams meet
in the Pac-12 title game on Friday.

Malik Nabers caught six passes
for 122 yards and two TDs for LSU
(9-3, 6-2 SEC). In the process, he be-
came LSU’s career record holder in
receptions with 186, eclipsing Wen-
dell Davis’ mark of 183.
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Everything is open in the fascinating Group F

CL group stage resumes this week with much at stake for all teams

GENEVA, Nov 26, (AP): The Cham-
pions League group stage moves into
the final two rounds of matches on
Tuesday with the results also affecting
entries to other international competi-
tions this season and next.

The 2025 FIFA Club World Cup.
Next season’s Champions League.
This season’s Europa League knockout
rounds. They’re are effectively in play
right now.

That gives extra incentive even to
those teams which have already ad-
vanced to the Champions League
round of 16 in February - Manchester
City, Real Madrid, Bayern Munich,
Inter Milan, Real Sociedad, Leipzig -
to keep pushing for the best possible
results. Likewise for the six teams al-
ready out of contention: Benfica, Red
Star Belgrade, Antwerp, Salzburg, Un-
ion Berlin, Young Boys.

The first priority is trying to earn
one of the 10 remaining places in the
Champions League round-of-16 draw
on Dec. 18.

Napoli would advance with a win
Wednesday at Madrid, the already
qualified Group C leader, though likely
must wait for a final game showdown
hosting Braga on Dec. 12.

Arsenal will go through with just
a draw Wednesday at home to Lens
in Group B, and Atletico Madrid can
advance with a win at Feyenoord on
Tuesday in Group E.

Everything is open in the fascinating
Group F where Borussia Dortmund,

Arsenal’s goalkeeper Aaron Rams-
dale punches the ball away during
the English Premier League soc-
cer match between Brentford and
Arsenal at the Gtech Community
stadium in London. (AP)

Paris Saint-Germain, AC Milan and
Newcastle can still finish in any posi-
tion from first to last. On Tuesday, PSG
hosts Newcastle and Milan hosts Dort-
mund.

It’s equally tight between Manches-
ter United, Galatasaray and Copenha-
gen to finish second behind Group A
winner Bayern.

Galatasaray hosting Man United on
Wednesday could be the highest-stakes
Champions League game of the week,
with implications for each club and
their respective countries. A loss for
either team in Istanbul raises the risk
of finishing last in the group which
would mean no European football in
February.

Third-place finishers in each Cham-
pions League group next month con-
tinue playing in February. Those eight
teams move across to the Europa
League knockout playoffs, which also
are drawn on Dec. 18.

For English soccer, it is a problem if
Man United and Newcastle remain last

SOCCER

in their groups and play no European
games for the rest of the season.

Expanding the Champions League
next season in a new 36-team format
means four more teams qualifying and
two more guaranteed games for each in
a single-standings league phase.

Two of the four extra entries will
go to the countries whose teams col-
lectively have the best overall record in
this season’s European competitions.

When UEFA confirmed this policy
last year, England and Spain were pre-
dicted to earn those bonus places that
would then be given to fifth-place fin-
ishers in the Premier League and La
Liga. After all, English and Spanish
clubs win most European trophies.

Right now, however, Turkey and
Belgium are in line for those bonus en-
tries. Clubs from those countries have
the best average total of UEFA rank-
ing points this season - 8.75 and 8.40,
respectively.

In Turkey that’s because Galatasaray
advanced through three qualifying
rounds to get into a Champions League
group - where it beat Man United at
Old Trafford - and Fenerbahce has won
nine games since July in the third-tier
Europa Conference League.

All three Belgian clubs in the Con-
ference League - Brugge, Gent and

Al-Qaqaa qualifies for Equestrian Cha
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DOHA, Nov 26: Knight Al-Qaqaa bin
Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani secured
the top position in the second prelimi-
nary rounds held during the conclud-
ing day of the initial stages of the Al
Shaqab International Show Jumping
League Championship. This victory
earns Al-Qaqaa a spot in the finals of
the International Federation for
Equestrian Championship, Group 7,
for the cubs, juniors, and youth catego-

Winners crowned on the podium.

ries. The championship, organized by
Al Shaqab under the auspices of the
Qatar Foundation, unfolds throughout
the year and recently took place at the
Longines Indoor Arena in Al Shaqgab.

Al-Qaqaa, astride the horse “Gritje
WS,” clinched the first-place position
in the round set at a height of 60, com-
pleting the course in an impressive
time of 59.72 seconds. Ibrahim
Al-Musleh secured the second posi-

tion, followed by Ibrahim Al-Amin in
third place.
Saif Al

Nuaimi, Director of

EQUESTRIAN

Operations at Al Shaqab, affirmed the
organization’s commitment to estab-
lishing the Al Shagab International

sl y1jg-2
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League Championship as a distin-
guished platform for riders of diverse
backgrounds and skill levels in show
jumping competition. Emphasizing a
focus on enhancing opportunities for
women and juniors, Al Nuaimi stated
that Al Shaqab aims to prepare riders
to reach the pinnacle of equestrian
sports, fostering confidence and
sportsmanship to excel as pioneering
riders.

Genk - are unbeaten through four
rounds, compensating for Antwerp’s
struggles in the Champions League.

England and Spain also trail Ger-
many and Italy in the ranking points
standings and can ill afford having
Man United, Newcastle and Sevilla sit
last in Champions League groups.

The relaunched FIFA Club World
Cup tournament with 32 teams - 12
from Europe - is played at the end of

next season in the United States.

If June 2025 seems a long way off,
Champions League results this season
are helping to decide which teams ad-
vance to what should be a huge brand-
building opportunity every four years.
FIFA also will pay tens of millions of
prize money dollars.

Soccer’s world governing body has
not yet confirmed the exact entry path.
That could happen at a meeting in Sau-

Al-Arahi face Al-Zawraa in a
decisive AFG Cup encounter

Nestorovic has complete team as key players return

By Hassan Musa
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Nov 26:
Al-Arabi is rallying under
the banner of victory as it
strives to secure a spot in
the semi-finals of the AFC
Cup’s West Asia region.
The crucial encounter
against Al-Zawraa of Iraq,
scheduled for 9:00 pm at
Jaber Al-Ahmad Interna-
tional Stadium, marks the
fifth round of the second
group stage.

Currently in third place with
4 points, Al-Arabi trails behind

Iraq’s Al-Zawraa (7 points), while
Bahrain’s Al-Riffaa leads with 10

SOCCER

points. A triumph in today’s match
is imperative for securing the top
position, surpassing Bahrain’s Al-
Riffaa and leaving no room for
Lebanon’s Al-Najma, who has
only one point and is already out
of contention.

The top three teams from each
group, along with the best second-
placed team, will advance to the West
Asia semi-finals. Despite a strong start,
including a 2-1 victory over Al-Zaw-
raa in their home turf, Al-Arabi faced
setbacks, drawing with the underdog
Al-Najma in the second round and suc-
cumbing to defeats against Al-Riffa in
the third and fourth rounds. This has
made the direct qualification ticket a
challenging pursuit.

In response to the decline in per-
formance, Al-Arabi’s board, in col-
laboration with Bosnian coach Darko
Nestorovi¢, decided to bring him in
as the successor to German Thomas
Berdaric. The team acknowledges the
difficulties ahead, especially consider-
ing recent player injuries. However,
the pause period allowed for the return
and recovery of key players, mak-
ing the squad complete for the clash
against the Iraqi team.

Al-Zawraa, well-prepared for
the encounter, secured a 4-0 vic-
tory against Al-Kadhimiya in a re-
cent friendly match. Despite resting
some key players, coach Hossam
Al-Badri emphasized the importance
of achieving victory for Al-Zawraa’s
progress. Both coaches, Darko and
Al-Badri, concurred on the challeng-
ing nature of the match and stressed

Al-Qadsia overcome Al-Nasr

High-stakes showdown: Al-Kuwait gear
up for Al-Rayyan in Asian Super League

Players vie for the ball during the Kuwait Basketball Premier League.

the significance of securing a win to
continue their journey in the com-
petition. Darko, acknowledging the
team’s nine injuries, expressed de-

termination to persevere, while Al-
Badri highlighted his team’s readi-
ness and the necessity of securing
three points for advancement.

Hamza Khaba shoots in this file photo.

By Hassan Musa
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Nov 26: Al-
Kuwait basketball team is set to
host Al-Rayyan, its Qatari coun-
terpart, at 5:00 pm at Al-Ittihad
Hall in Sheikh Saad Al-Abdullah
Complex. This matchup is part of
the second round of the Asian Su-
per League Championship for the
Gulf region’s first group competi-
tions.

Al-Abyad, the runner-up in the
previous edition, comes into this
contest following a victory in the
first round against Bahrain’s Al-
Muharraq. Similarly, Al-Rayyan
secured a win against Al-Ahly of
Saudi Arabia. The battle between
these two teams aims to establish
an early lead in the group. The

BASKETBALL

Kuwaiti team boasts a roster of
distinguished players, including
the Muhammad brothers, Hamad
Adnan, Turki Al-Shammari, Alex
Al-Ghais, Omran Johar, Mustafa
Al-Rifai, and Abdul Rahman Al-
Sahu. Additionally, they have
three professionals, Marcus Geor-
gius Hunt, Cadi Lalanne, and
Baker, under the guidance of Ger-
man coach Peter Schumers.

In recent General Basketball
League action, Al-Qadsia tri-
umphed over Al-Nasr with a
score of 95-82, boosting their
tally to 12 points, while Al-Anabi
now stands at 8 points.

In another matchup, Al-Qurain
secured a 95-79 victory over Yar-
mouk, bringing their point total
to 7, while Yarmouk reached 5
points. Kazma also emerged vic-
torious against Al-Arabi with
a score of 73-70, while Kuwait
halted Sulaibikhat’s ~ winning
streak with a commanding 123-50
victory.

di Arabia next month.

Manchester City, Real Madrid and
Chelsea are in the Club World Cup as
the past three winners of the Champi-
ons League. The European champion
this season also gets a place.

That leaves eight or nine entries
from a yet-to-be-finalized formula that
should reward teams for being con-
sistently good in the four Champions
League seasons from 2020-24.

FIFA has limited countries to two
teams entering with exceptions only
for Champions League winners. So
Arsenal, Man United or Newcastle
must win the final at Wembley Stadi-
um on June 1 to be in the U.S. one year
later. Champions League regulars like
Bayern and PSG can be confident they
will be at the 2025 Club World Cup.
For the rest, each result in this group
stage matters more.

Taylor bhecomes undisputed champ

Benavidez stops Andrade

LAS VEGAS, Nov 26, (AP): Da-
vid Benavidez retained the interim
world super middleweight belt by
stopping Demetrius Andrade after
the sixth round Saturday night.

In what was billed as clash of
styles that could go the distance
between unbeaten 168-pounders,
Benavidez (28-0, 24 KOs) looked
more like a clinician with a domi-
nating performance before An-
drade’s corner requested the stop-
page after the sixth round.

Andrade (32-1) suffered the first
loss of his career.

Benavidez is widely recognized
as the world’s best super middle-
weight after Canelo Alvarez. Im-
mediately after his win he called
for a match against Alvarez to
unify the super middleweight title
as an annouced gathering of 9,585
fans roared their approval.

“I think I solidified myself as
the dominant performer I am,” Be-
navidez said in the ring during the
post-fight interview on Showtime.
“Now just give me the fight that
everyone wants to see.

“Let’s give the people what they
want to see and they want to see
David Benavidez against Canelo!”

After three close rounds, Be-
navidez, 26, lived up to his nick-
name of “The Mexican Monster”
by neutralizing Andrade’s techni-
cal skills by implementing a vio-
lent non-stop pounding over the
final three rounds.

In the fourth round, Benavi-
dez began landing solid shots and
taking advantage of openings for
follow-up combinations while ab-
sorbing everything Andrade threw
before scoring a knockdown just
before the bell.

Benavidez’s boxing skills were
on full display in the fifth round,
as he moved forward aggressively
and continued to impose his size
and power to weaken the former
two-division world champion.

“It’s the fighting spirit ... it’s my
passion,” Benavidez said about
being triggered every time he was
hit. “If you hit with me one or two
punches, I'll come back with five
or six.” Benavidez closed a mi-
nus-430 favorite at FanDuel, which
means bettors would have had to
lay $430 to win $100. He hopes
his command performance will be
what it takes to finally lure Alvarez
into the ring.

“I just want to say welcome to
the David Benavidez era,” Benavi-
dez said.

In the co-main event, WBC
middleweight champion Jermall
Charlo and Jose Benavidez Jr.
put on a show in a 10-round non-
title match. Charlo (33-0, 22 KOs)
spent much of the fight absorbing
shots from Benavidez Jr. (28-3-1),
but delivered much more damage
than he received. Charlo’s rapid-
fire left-uppercut, right-hook com-
bination stopped Benavidez in his
tracks several times as the champ
kept his perfect record intact.

Subriel Matias (20-1, 20 KOs)
retained his IBF junior welter-
weight belt by way of TKO. After

David Benavidez knocks down

Demetrius Andrade during a su-

per middleweight boxing match
in Las Vegas. (AP)

dominating the first two rounds of
the fight, Shohjahon Ergashev en-
dured a rash of pummeling from
Matias over the next three rounds,
never appearing injured, but clearly
taking a beating. Called two sec-
onds into the sixth round at the re-
quest of his team, Ergashev (23-1)
didn’t come out of his corner.

Lamont Roach (24-1-1, 9 KOs)
took Hector Garcia’'s WBA super
featherweight belt with a split deci-
sion. Though he scored a knockdown
in the 12th round with an inadvertent
shot to the back of Garcia’s head,
Roach may have put an exclamation
on his victory with his biggest punch
of the fight in the 11th round. Roach
stepped into a power right that stag-
gered Garcia (16-2) and followed
it with a battering of combinations
until the bell sounded. Judges Tim
Cheatham (114-113) and Robert
Hoyle 111-116 scored the fight in
favor of Roach, while Max DeLuca
(114-113) had Garcia winning the
bout.

Meanwhile, Katie Taylor
avenged her only professional loss
by beating Chantelle Cameron in a
majority decision to become a two-
weight undisputed champion.

The Irishwoman improved to
23-1 after the judges scored the

BOXING

bout 98-92, 96-94 and 95-95 at
3Arena in Dublin, six months after
a majority decision went Camer-
on’s way in the same venue.

The 37-year-old Taylor, whose
lightweight belts weren’t on the
line, now adds Cameron’s world
super-lightweight titles at 140
pounds.

“That was the longest six
months of my life waiting for this
rematch,” Taylor said in the ring.
“Tonight, you’ve seen the real me,
and when I box like that nobody
can beat me.”

Taylor said she’s open to a third
fight with Cameron and named Ire-
land’s largest stadium as a location.

“Let’s get the trilogy at Croke
Park,” she said of the 82,000-capac-
ity venue. It was Cameron’s first
professional loss. The 32-year-old
Englishwoman’s record is 18-1.
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Yousef Al-Abdulrazzaqg with
other winners on the podium.

KUNA photo

Latest sports scores at — http://sports.arabtimesonline.com

‘Our Talents in Our Schools’ strategy garners praise

Kuwait to host Arab School Sports Championship 2024
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CAIRO, Nov 26: Faisal Al-Magqseed,
President of the Kuwait School Sports
and Higher Education Federation, has
declared that Kuwait is set to host the up-
coming edition of the Arab School Sports
Championship in 2024. The event will
feature competitions in grass football and
girls’ futsal, accompanied by a scientific
conference aimed at benefiting academ-
ics and students alike. Al-Magseed made
this announcement during a ceremony
dedicated to honoring participating del-
egations in the ongoing Cairo 2023 tour-
nament.

Highlighting the achievements of
the Kuwaiti delegation in their inau-
gural participation in the Arab School
Championship, Al-Maqgseed empha-
sized the significant responsibility on
the shoulders of the Kuwait School
Sports Federation’s Board of Direc-
tors and the technical committees. He
expressed the commitment to build on
these successes and secure more ac-
complishments for Kuwaiti students
on the championship podiums.

Officials pose for group photo after the announcement.

Moreover, Walid Ayesh, Vice Presi-
dent of the Kuwait School Sports and
Education Federation, was unanimous-
ly elected as Vice President of the Arab
Federation during the General Assem-
bly meeting held on the sidelines of the
Arab School Sports Championship in
Cairo.

SCHOOL GAMES

Ayesh’s election stands as a cul-
mination of the Kuwaiti Federation’s
efforts, particularly in implementing
the “Our Talents in Our Schools”
strategy (2021-2026), which gar-
nered praise from participants in the
Arab Championship and the third fo-
rum for school sports leaders in the
Arab world.

Additionally, the Kuwaiti Swim-
ming Federation team achieved a com-
mendable second-place finish in the
Arab Championship, securing a total
of 9 medals (2 silver and 7 bronze).

Kuwait claim second spot in
Kyokushinkan World Tourney

KAZAKHSTAN, Nov 26: Kuwait’s
team secured a second-place finish at
the Kyokushinkan World Tournament
in Almaty, Kazakhstan on Sunday.
Hasan Al-Kanderi, the head of Ku-
wait’s delegation, informed KUNA
that Al-Zayed, a Kyokushinkan play-
er, clinched second place in the open
weight category for men over 45, fol-
lowing the Russian team.

Al-Kanderi commended the Ku-
waiti team’s performance through-
out the tournament, expressing their
intent to participate in the upcom-
ing Arab Kyokushinkan tournament
hosted by Saudi Arabia in Decem-

.
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ber, as well as the Asian and Euro-
pean tournament scheduled for Is-
tanbul next year.

The Kuwaiti team, led by coach
Mubarak Al-Ajmi and assistant coach
Dhari Al-Shammari, includes players
Khaled Al-Zayed, Dhari Al-Enezi,
Saud Al-Daihan, Othman Al-Mashoh,
Sulaiman Al-Zaidan, Essa Al-Fahad,
Mohammad Al-Saedi, and Abdulaziz
Al-Azmi.

Kyokushinkan Karate gained popu-
larity in Kuwait in 1975, leading to the
formation of a committee under the
Olympic committee’s purview in 2007
to oversee the sport.

KUNA photo

Khaled Al-Zayed celebrates.

orts

Al-Ahdulrazzaq secures the top
spot in SLALOM GP1 category

JAKARTA, Nov 26, (KUNA): Kuwait
Marine Sports Club’s rider, Yousef
Al-Abdulrazzaq, secured the top
spot in the (SLALOM GP1) category
and clinched the third position in the

JET SKIING

overall points standings for the (RUN-
ABOUT GP1) category at the 2023
World Jet Ski Championship, held at

Venables, ‘former’
England dies at 80

LONDON, Nov 26, (AP):
Terry Venables, a former Eng-
land soccer player who led the
national team to the European
Championship semifinals as
a charismatic coach and won
trophies at club level with
Barcelona and Tottenham, has
died. He was 80.

The death of Venables was
announced on Sunday in a state-
ment by his family to British
media, saying he died on Satur-
day after a long illness.

The English Football Associ-
ation and Tottenham, one of the
clubs he coached, were among
those sending tributes to Ven-
ables. Former England captain
Gary Lineker called him “the
best, most innovative coach that
I had the privilege and pleasure
of playing for.”

Charming and popular, Ven-
ables, who was born just outside
London, played for Chelsea,
Tottenham, Queens Park Rang-
ers and Crystal Palace - all clubs
in the capital - in a 16-year se-
nior career that included two
caps for England.

Lake Toba in Indonesia. In a phone
interview with KUNA on Sunday, Al-
Abdulrazzaq expressed immense joy at
achieving this milestone in the presti-
gious world championship, supported
by the International Union of Marine
Sports (UIM). He highlighted that the
tournament commenced its activities
on November 24 and concluded earlier
on the same day, featuring 25 contes-
tants from 22 countries who fiercely
competed across various categories.

Jannik Sinner of ltaly returns the
ball against Novak Djokovic of
Serbia during a Davis Cup semi-
final tennis match between Italy
and Serbia in Malaga, Spain. Sin-
ner enjoyed double success over
Djokovic to lead Italy into the Davis
Cup final. (AP)

Verstappen wins Abu Dhabi GP for
19th win of record-hreaking season

Leclerc settles for second

ABU DHABI, United Arab
Emirates, Nov 26 (AP):
Max Verstappen’s out-
standing season ended with
a comfortable victory at
the Abu Dhabi on Sunday,
earning the Formula One
champion a record-extend-
ing 19th victory of the cam-
paign and 54th overall to
move into third on the all-
time list.

Verstappen finished ahead of
Ferrari’s Charles Leclerc and Mer-
cedes driver George Russell, and
also collected a bonus point for
the fastest lap. His 54th career win
moved him one ahead of former
Red Bull great Sebastian Vettel,
with only Michael Schumacher
(91) and Lewis Hamilton (103) left
ahead of him.

“What an incredible year,” Verstap-
pen said after crossing the line. “It was
a bit emotional on the in-lap.”

MOTOR RACING

Red Bull won 21 of 22 races this
season, with Sergio Perez claiming
two wins.

“It will be very hard to have an-
other season like this, we know that,”
Verstappen said. “We will see, we are
working hard for next year to have a
very competitive car.”

After winning two of the first four
races, Perez fell quickly behind his star
teammate.

“You’ve smashed it out of the park
this year,” Red Bull team principal
Christian Horner told Verstappen on
the radio. “We’re all incredibly proud
of you.”

Perez crossed the line in second
place but dropped to fourth because
of a five-second time penalty follow-
ing an incident with McLaren’s Lando
Norris late on.

Leclerc let Perez go past him on the
final lap in the hope that Perez would
finish more than five seconds ahead
of Russell, with Mercedes and Ferrari
both fighting for second place in the
constructors’ championship.

With Russell’s teammate Hamilton
finishing ninth for two points and Fer-
rari’s Carlos Sainz Jr. out of the points,
Mercedes clinched second behind Red
Bull in the constructors’ table.

“Unfortunately it wasn’t enough,”
said Leclerc, after his third podium in
the past four races. “It’s just a shame

Battle for third: Al-Kuwait and Al-Qadsia face off

Curtain falls on Asian Club Handball Championship

By Khaled EI Anzi
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Nov 26: Today marks
the conclusion of the 26th edition of the
Asian Club Handball Championship,
featuring two matches held in the Sheikh
Saad Al-Abdullah Complex in Sabah Al-
Salem suburb. The first matchup, deter-
mining third and fourth places, involves
Al- Kuwait and Al-Qadsia teams at 4:00

pm. Subsequently, at 6:30 pm, the Qatari
and Saudi teams vie for the coveted titles
of Arab continental and Gulf champions.

Al-Arabi secured a spot in the final
by topping the second group and de-
feating Kuwait in the semi-final with a
close score of 31-30. Meanwhile, Al-
Khaleej emerged victorious in the first
group and overcame Al-Qadsia in the
semi-final with a score of 30-29.

In praise of the tournament, Ahmed

we finished third in constructors, that’s
all that mattered to me, we didn’t
achieve that but I want to thank the
team for doing such incredible work.”

Mercedes beat Ferrari by just three
points, and while Sainz is the only other
driver to win a race this season - in Singa-
pore two months ago - his failure to score
in Abu Dhabi proved costly for Ferrari.

At the end, it was Russell who de-
livered.

“It means a huge amount, there’s so
many people back at the factory who
have worked so hard to achieve this,
it’s been a really challenging season,”
Russell said after only his second po-
dium this season. “I've let the side
down a couple of times this year so
I'm pleased to have brought it across
the line today.”

Red Bull driver Max Verstappen of

the Netherlands leads the field af-

ter the start during the Abu Dhabi

Formula One Grand Prix race at

the Yas Marina Circuit, Abu Dhabi,
UAE. (AP)

Al-Shaabi, the President of the Qatari
Handball Federation, commended the
successful organization of the event by
Al-Qadsia.

He highlighted the tournament’s ex-
cellence in both organizational aspects
and the high technical level displayed,
escalating with each match. Al-Shaabi
acknowledged Kuwait’s longstanding
expertise in hosting tournaments and
expressed gratitude for the warm re-
ception and brotherly atmosphere cre-
ated by the organizing committee.

Alaa Al-Hamal, President of the Saudi
Gulf Club, extended congratulations to
Al-Dana fans for their team’s historic
qualification for the final match.

HANDBALL

Reflecting on the challenging semi-
final against Al-Qadsia, he emphasized
that the Gulf fans, known for their loy-
alty, deserve credit for the achieve-
ments of Al-Dana in the Asian forum.
Notably, the Saudi Minister of Sports,
His Highness Prince Abdulaziz bin
Turki, announced a financial reward
of 100,000 Saudi riyals for each Gulf
Club player following their qualifi-
cation for the championship’s final
match.
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