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KUWAIT SLAMS HORMUZ CLOSURE, WARNS OF FOOD CRISIS

Weekend forecast
gets a foggy twist
KUWAIT CITY, Oct 15, (KUNA): The Meteoro-
logical Department has forecast a gradual decline 
in temperatures throughout the country, accom-
panied by rising relative humidity, particularly in 
coastal areas. Light fog may develop, and occa-
sional clouds are expected. Overall, the weather 
this weekend will be hot during the day and moder-
ate late at night.

According to the acting Director of the Meteo-
rological Department Dhirar Al-Ali, the country is 
currently experiencing autumn, a season character-
ized by rapid weather changes. The influence of 
the seasonal Indian low-pressure system is begin-
ning to weaken, while temperatures are gradually 
declining during both the day and night. Relative 
humidity may increase at times, particularly in 
coastal areas, raising the likelihood of light fog as 
air masses change. Scattered clouds may also ap-
pear from time to time.

Al-Ali explained that weather will be hot and 
humid during the day on Friday, particularly in 
coastal areas, with partly cloudy skies. Winds will 
be variable to southeasterly, light to moderate, at 
speeds of 8 to 35 kilometers per hour. Maximum 
temperatures are expected to range from 37 to 39 
degrees Celsius, while sea conditions will be slight 
to moderate, with wave heights of 1 to 4 feet.

Friday night will be relatively hot to moderate 
and humid, especially in coastal areas, with partly 
cloudy skies. Winds will be southeasterly to vari-
able, light to moderate, at speeds of 6 to 26 kilome-
ters per hour. Light fog may develop in some areas. 
Minimum temperatures are expected to range from 
21 to 23 degrees Celsius, while sea conditions will 
be slight to moderate, with wave heights of 1 to 3 
feet.

Continued on Page 5

Coalition thwarts Madinah missile
NEW YORK, Oct 15, (Agencies): The State of Kuwait has 
reaffirmed its strong condemnation of Iran’s closure of 
the Strait of Hormuz and its threats to freedom of naviga-
tion therein.

It also condemned the continued obstruction of shipping in the Bab al-
Mandab Strait by its proxies in the region, warning of the repercussions 
these practices have on global food security, the flow of essential goods, 
and rising transportation and insurance costs.

This statement was delivered by Diplomatic Attaché Dalal Sharar Wednes-

day before the Second Committee (Economic and Financial) of the UN Gen-
eral Assembly.

The address took place during the discussion of the agenda items on “Eradica-
tion of Poverty” and “Agricultural Development, Food Security, and Nutrition.”

Sharar called for the full implementation of Security Council Resolution 
2817 and urged Iran to immediately refrain from actions and threats that ob-
struct lawful transit or freedom of navigation in the Strait of Hormuz.

She stressed that these demands align with international law and the UN Con-
vention on the Law of the Sea, while noting that the world faces interconnected 
challenges affecting global food security, ranging from climate change and wa-

ter scarcity to supply chain disruptions caused by threats to vital waterways.
In a related context, Sharar warned of the persisting hunger crisis and the suffer-

ing of millions, despite a global decline in the prevalence of hunger to 7.8 percent 
in 2025, noting the disparity in this improvement across different regions.

She pointed out that the number of people suffering from hunger in Asia 
stands at approximately 292 million, while Africa now accounts for the largest 
number of hungry people globally, around 309 million, or nearly one-fifth of 
the continent’s population.

Continued on Page 4

Kuwait, Egypt call for de-escalation, diplomatic solutions

Photo by Rezk Tawfi q
Minister of Justice and Chairman of the Board of Directors of the Public Authority for Minors’ Affairs (PAMA), Counselor Nasser Al-Sumait during the honoring ceremony for 

1,247 outstanding students under PAMA’s care.

Minister Al-Sumait urges young achievers to pursue excellence 

1,247 students shine at PAMA awards ceremony

‘Leaked questions’ trigger
supervisory exam retakes

Ministry tightens dress code

Office wear tied to appraisals

KUWAIT CITY, Oct 15: On Wednesday, 
Minister of Justice and Chairman of the 
Board of Directors of the Public Author-
ity for Minors’ Affairs (PAMA), Coun-
selor Nasser Al-Sumait, honored 1,247 
outstanding students under PAMA’s 
care across all academic levels for the 
2025/2026 academic year, reports Al-
Seyasssah daily.

In his speech at the annual honoring 
ceremony, Minister Al-Sumait expressed 
his pride in the students’ academic 
achievements.

He shared in their joy and celebrated 
their success, which reflects their hard 
work and perseverance, the support of 
their families, and the contributions of 
the teachers who helped them achieve 

excellence.
Minister Al-Sumait affirmed that 

PAMA is committed to developing the 
abilities and qualifications of those under 
its care in various fields, enhancing both 
their academic knowledge and practical 
skills.

PAMA, he noted, actively supports ev-
ery initiative that advances its mission to 

care for minors and those under its guard-
ianship, helping them achieve success 
and contribute to the nation’s develop-
ment and progress.

Addressing the honorees, Minister 
Al-Sumait urged them to make ambition 
their path and success their goal.

Continued on Page 5

KUWAIT CITY, Oct 15: Minister of 
Education Eng. Sayed Jalal Al-Tabt-
abaei has issued a decision to cancel 
all results of the fourth-stage exami-
nations for candidates seeking super-
visory educational positions and to 
re-administer the examinations for all 
applicants, re-
ports Al-Seyas-
sah daily.

The deci-
sion follows 
the completion 
of an indepen-
dent investiga-
tive commit-
tee’s work. The 
committee was 
established by 
the minister to 
examine concerns, complaints, and 
irregularities previously raised by 
candidates and members of the edu-
cation sector regarding the examina-
tions.

In an official statement, the Min-
istry of Education explained that the 
decision was based on the findings of 
the independent investigative com-
mittee. It reflects the ministry’s com-
mitment to safeguarding the integrity 
of examination procedures and ensur-
ing that any subsequent administra-
tive decisions are based on sound and 
valid grounds.

The decision also aims to strength-
en confidence in the selection process 
for supervisory positions and rein-
force the principle that appointments 
to educational leadership roles must 
be based on objective criteria and 

rigorous procedures that comply with 
applicable regulations.

The ministry emphasized that 
safeguarding the integrity of exami-
nations and protecting candidates’ 
rights are responsibilities that allow 
no compromise.

Addressing the concerns and com-
plaints raised within the education 
sector reflects a commitment to re-
viewing procedures, verifying their 
validity, and taking the necessary cor-
rective measures to preserve the cred-
ibility of administrative processes 
and strengthen confidence in the se-
lection mechanisms for supervisory 
educational positions.

The Educational Affairs Sector 
will oversee all tasks and procedures 
required to re-administer the exami-
nations according to a timetable to be 
determined. The process will strictly 
adhere to established examination 
regulations, with the necessary mea-
sures in place to ensure confidential-
ity, procedural integrity, and the pre-
vention of any irregularities.

The dates, venues, durations, and 
subject matter of the re-administered 
examinations will be officially an-
nounced by the ministry at a later 
date.

Candidates who participated in 
the fourth-phase leadership train-
ing courses will be informed of all 
relevant details and requirements 
to ensure clarity and enable them to 
prepare based on verified, publicly 
announced information.

Continued on Page 5

By Mohammad Ghanem
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Oct 15: The Min-
istry of Communications has issued 
Administrative Circular No. 15/2026, 
establishing regulations and stan-
dards governing the official attire and 
general appearance of its employees.

The initiative reflects the min-
istry’s commitment to promoting 
workplace discipline and maintaining 
a professional appearance that aligns 
with its corporate identity, enhances 
the work environment, and improves 
performance standards.

The ministry affirmed that the cir-

cular is part of its responsibility to 
regulate the workplace and ensure 
compliance with professional con-
duct requirements, in accordance 
with the Civil Service Law and its 
regulations, as well as the Code of 
Conduct for government employees.

The ministry emphasized that em-
ployees’ overall appearance plays 
an important role in projecting the 
professional image of government 
institutions, particularly in service-
oriented workplaces and during di-
rect interactions with the public.

Continued on Page 5

Bump dodgers
to get the boot
KUWAIT CITY, Oct 15: The Traffic 
and Operations Sector of the Ministry 
of Interior emphasized that motorcycle 
riders and delivery vehicle operators 
must cross speed bumps correctly on 
all roads in Kuwait, reports Al-Seyas-
sah daily.

Riders are prohibited from bypass-
ing speed bumps by driving around 
their sides or passing through the gap 
between the speed bump and the curb. 
These measures aim to protect riders 
and other road users.

The sector stressed that bypassing 
speed bumps poses a significant risk 
to both riders and other road users. It 

Continued on Page 5

Bishop Berardi hails Kuwait’s
UN Rights Council re-election

Lebanese universities shift
focus to emerging careers

KUWAIT CITY, Oct 15: Bishop Aldo 
Berardi, Apostolic Vicar of Northern 
Arabia for the Catholic Church, ex-
tended his heartfelt congratulations 
and best wishes to His Highness the 
Amir Sheikh Meshal Al-Ahmad, His 
Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh 
Sabah Al-Khaled, and the government 
and people of Kuwait on the coun-
try’s re-election to the United Nations 
Human Rights Council for the 2027–
2029 term, reports Al-Seyassah daily.

Bishop Berardi explained that this 
significant diplomatic achievement 
reflects Kuwait’s esteemed standing 
within the international community. 
It underscores international recogni-
tion of Kuwait’s humanitarian con-
tributions and foreign policy, which 
is rooted in moderation, balance, 
dialogue, peaceful coexistence, and 
respect for human dignity.

Continued on Page 5

BAGHDAD, Oct 15, (Xinhua): Iraq’s Transportation Ministry announced on 
Thursday the reopening of air routes between Iraq and Kuwait, which had 
been temporarily suspended due to recent regional security developments and 
tensions.

The resumption took effect at 2 p.m. local time (1100 GMT) on Thursday 
under operational arrangements supervised by the International Civil Aviation 
Organization and in coordination with Kuwait, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, 
and the United Arab Emirates, the ministry said in a statement.

Air traffic will be managed according to specified routes and flight levels 
to ensure flight safety, with a gradual implementation subject to continuous 
monitoring and evaluation, the statement added.

Iraq-Kuwait air routes 
reopen amid tensions

By Fares Ghaleb
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Oct 15: Leba-
nese Ambassador to Kuwait Gadi 
Khoury revealed that the Lebanese 
universities are developing their 
curricula to include modern fields, 
such as artificial intelligence, data 
science, cybersecurity, digital tech-
nology, business administration, 
health sciences and environmental 
sustainability, in order to keep pace 
with the rapid changes in labor mar-
kets, particularly in the Gulf states. 

Khoury made the statement at 
the Lebanese universities fair orga-
nized by the Embassy of Lebanon 
in its premises recently.  

The event featured nine univer-
sities, with the aim to introduce 

students to the educational oppor-
tunities and academic programs 
available in Lebanon.

According to Khoury, hosting 
this fair in Kuwait is an important 
turning point in the educational and 
cultural cooperation between the 
two nations, reflecting the deep, 
historic and fraternal ties between 
them, rooted in affection, mutual 
respect and coordination. 

He added that through the fair, 
Lebanon conveys a clear message 
that despite the challenges it has 
been facing, it remains committed 
to its pioneering role in education 
and culture, while investing in peo-
ple and knowledge continues to be 
one of its strengths.

Continued on Page 4

Al-Tabtabaei

Bishop Aldo Berardi

Lebanese Ambassador to Kuwait Gadi Khoury during the Lebanese uni-
versities fair organized by the Embassy of Lebanon.
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Al-Bseis: Re-election of Kuwait milestone in diplomatic, humanitarian journey
KUWAIT CITY, Oct 15: Chairman of the Board of Di-
rectors of Al-Awazem Charitable Foundation Counselor 
Hamad Zaid Al-Bseis expressed pride and honor over the 
re-election of Kuwait as a member of the United Nations 
Human Rights Council for the 2027-2029 term, garner-
ing 173 votes in the elections held by the United Nations 
General Assembly recently, reports Al-Seyassah daily.

Al-Bseis considers this achievement a reflection of the 
position of Kuwait on the international stage and a tes-
tament to its role in supporting humanitarian work and 
upholding the values of tolerance, justice and respect for 
human dignity.

He said the re-election of Kuwait for the second con-
secutive term is a milestone in its diplomatic and hu-
manitarian journey, affirming the international esteem 
it enjoys under the wise leadership of His Highness the 
Amir Sheikh Meshal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and 
His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah.

He pointed out that, throughout its history, Kuwait has 
established a humanitarian approach rooted in support-
ing the oppressed, providing aid to those in need, and 
extending a helping hand to affected populations without 
discrimination. 

He asserted that the presence of Kuwait in internation-
al forums is tied to its legacy of generosity and charitable 
and humanitarian works, as well as its unwavering com-
mitment to support initiatives that safeguard human dig-
nity and promote solidarity and mutual support.

He stressed that this milestone is not just a diplomatic 
achievement, as it comes with more responsibilities to 
continue working toward the protection of human rights, 
promotion of international dialogue and cooperation, 
support efforts to combat discrimination and violations, 
and reinforce the principles of justice, equality and re-
spect for freedom. 

He emphasized that civil society organizations, fore-
most of which is the Al-Awazem Charitable Foundation, 

must continue playing their role in protecting human 
rights through community and humanitarian initiatives, 
ensuring social solidarity, and expanding the scope of 
charitable work in a manner that serves humanity and 
preserves human dignity.

He commended the efforts of the Kuwaiti Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs and its diplomatic staff in this endeavor 
and strengthening Kuwait’s presence and standing within 
international organizations. 

He affirmed that this achievement serves as an impetus 
to continue the path of giving and to uphold responsibili-
ties toward humanitarian causes.

In conclusion, he congratulated the political leadership 
and the people of Kuwait on this accomplishment, pray-
ing that God continues to bestow the blessings of security 
and stability upon Kuwait, and grant its people success 
in continuing their humanitarian mission and champion-
ing peace, justice and human rights causes throughout 
the world. Hamad Al-Bseis

Kuwait’s role in ‘battling’
graft wins global acclaim

Nazaha elected to lead UN anti-corruption working group

KUWAIT CITY, Oct 15, 
(KUNA): Kuwait’s Pub-
lic Authority for Com-
bating Corruption (Naz-
aha) has been elected to 
lead the third working 
group on knowledge and 
peer learning within the 
UN Offi ce on Drugs and 
Crime’s GlobE anti-cor-
ruption network, secur-
ing 91 percent of votes 
cast by participating 
members.

Nazaha said Thursday that the 
election reflected growing inter-
national confidence in Kuwait’s 
role in combating corruption and 
promoting international coop-
eration.

Anwar Al-Qadiri, Director 
of International Cooperation at 
Nazaha, said the appointment 
was an achievement for Kuwait, 
adding that the group would 
translate international expertise 
into practical tools to address 
increasingly complex corruption 
crimes, particularly cross-border 
offences.

Dhari Bouyabis, Nazaha’s Su-
pervisor of International Orga-
nizations and Conferences, said 
the group develops guidance 
materials, promotes best practic-
es and monitors emerging cor-
ruption threats, including crimes 
involving modern technologies, 
virtual assets and artificial intel-
ligence.

He added that Nazaha would 
promote coordination, knowledge 
exchange and training to strength-
en authorities’ capacity to detect 
corruption, prosecute offenders, 
trace illicit proceeds and recover 

assets.
Bouyabis noted that the GlobE 

network comprises 256 anti-
corruption authorities from 137 
countries, providing a platform 
for secure information exchange 
and cooperation on cross-border 
cases.

The election followed Kuwait’s 
participation in the network’s sev-
enth General Meeting in Vienna 
from August 25 to 28, where the 
delegation presented the country’s 
experience in international anti-
corruption cooperation, beneficial 
ownership transparency and elec-
tronic reporting through the Sahel 
application.

Nazaha was elected during an 
online meeting on Wednesday and 
will coordinate the group’s work 

with other working groups, the 
network’s secretariat and its steer-
ing committee.

Kuwait Institute for Scientifi c 
Research 

Kuwait Institute for Scien-
tific Research (KISR) announced 
Thursday that Kuwait represen-
tative Dr. Turki Al-Saeed was 
elected Vice-Chair of the IOC 
Sub-Commission for the Central 
Indian Ocean (IOCINDIO), un-
der UNESCO’s Intergovernmen-
tal Oceanographic Commission 
(IOC), during meetings in Bali, 
Indonesia.

Al-Saeed, Director of KISR’s 
Coastal and Marine Resources 
Program, told Kuwait News Agen-
cy (KUNA) that Kuwait proposed 

organizing joint marine research 
cruises aboard its research vessel 
“Al-Mustakshif,” extending from 
the Arabian Gulf to the Indian 
Ocean and Bay of Bengal, as well 
as the Red Sea and Mediterranean 
Sea.

He said the initiative aims to 
study microplastic pollution and 
strengthen regional and interna-
tional scientific cooperation in 
marine research.

The initiative also proposes co-
operation among KISR, the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA), Kuwait Foundation for 
the Advancement of Sciences 
(KFAS) and the Regional Orga-
nization for the Protection of the 
Marine Environment (ROPME) 
to benefit from their combined re-
search capabilities and expertise, 
he added.

Al-Saeed said Kuwait presented 
more than 30 years of experi-
ence in marine monitoring and 
research, along with four KFAS-
funded projects covering marine 
ecosystems, biodiversity, pollu-
tion and climate-related changes.

Kuwait’s future research pri-
orities include developing marine 
monitoring systems and scientific 
modeling, improving the ability to 
predict harmful algal blooms and 
fish kills and studying the impact 
of human activities on the marine 
environment, he said.

Al-Saeed stressed the impor-
tance of stronger cooperation 
among member states, data and 
expertise exchange and research 
capacity development to protect 
the marine environment and sus-
tain its resources.

Such cooperation also supports 
the objectives of the United Na-
tions Decade of Ocean Science 
for Sustainable Development, he 
added.

Repercussions of October War

‘Principled stance could 
act as powerful weapon’

Minister evaluates sewage
pumping station readiness

By Mohammad Ghanem
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Oct 15: Minister of 
Public Works Dr. Noura Al-Mashaan 
inspected the Mishref sewage pumping 
station to evaluate its operational condi-
tion, confirm its readiness, and ensure it 
is operating safely at full capacity.

In a press statement on her visit, the 
Public Works Ministry revealed that Al-
Mashaan assessed the facilities and op-
erational systems at the station.  

During the visit, the technical team 
briefed the minister on the operational 
processes and safety measures.  She also 
looked into the performance of the pumps 

and equipment, confirming their ability to 
function at maximum operational load.

In comments made during the visit, 
Al-Mashaan stressed the importance of 
the station in supporting numerous resi-
dential areas.  She reaffirmed the com-
mitment of the ministry to monitor the 
station’s readiness to guarantee uninter-
rupted service in line with the highest 
standards of efficiency and safety.

Joining the minister in the inspection 
visit were acting Undersecretary Kifaya 
Al-Najdi, Director General of the Sani-
tary Engineering Affairs Department 
Eng. Anwar Al-Baloushi, and the techni-
cal team in charge of the operations of the 
station.

By Bassam Al-Qassas
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Oct 15: The October 
1973 War transcended a clash of tanks, 
aircraft, and the Suez Canal crossing, as 
it was a broader Arab confrontation with 
Israel that extended beyond the Egyptian 
and Syrian fronts.

Behind the scenes of this conflict was 
another equally significant front—span-
ning from Arab capitals to the global oil 
markets—where King Faisal bin Abdu-
laziz took a remarkable stance, establish-
ing Saudi Arabia as a prominent Arab 
power in support of the Egyptian-Syrian 
military efforts.

As the war commenced on Oct 6, Ri-
yadh perceived the conflict not just as a 
concern for Cairo and Damascus, but as a 
unified Arab struggle.

On Oct 17, the Organization of Arab 
Petroleum Exporting Countries (OAPEC) 
decided to reduce oil production by five 
percent each month until Israel withdrew 
from the occupied Arab territories, while 
signaling stricter actions against countries 
aiding Israel militarily.

Then, on Oct 19, Saudi Arabia declared 
an oil export embargo against the United 
States—a pivotal move that, for the first 
time, turned the energy weapon into a di-
rect element of the political struggle sur-
rounding the war.

This decision was far more than an eco-
nomic strategy. King Faisal understood 
that oil—a resource vital to western na-
tions—could be wielded as a potent politi-
cal tool, transforming it from a mere source 
of wealth into a major lever of influence.  
He recognized that the conflict extended 
beyond traditional warfare, encompassing 
strategic choices about energy resources.

Consequently, the implications of the 
October War transitioned from the battle-
grounds of the Suez Canal and the Golan 
Heights to the political centers of Europe 
and the United States, leading to an escala-
tion of the global energy crisis.

At the same time, Washington confront-
ed a transformed landscape. The Arab-
Israeli conflict evolved from a localized 
military issue into an important factor in-
fluencing the economy, energy availability 
and international relations.

On Nov 8, 1973, US Secretary of State 
Henry Kissinger visited Riyadh to meet 
with King Faisal, where they discussed 
the ongoing war, oil situation and Arab 
embargo.

Official US records confirmed that Kiss-
inger’s meeting with King Faisal took 
place in Riyadh that day, with the oil em-
bargo being a key subject in US-Saudi dia-
logues that time.

This meeting marked King Faisal’s rise 
as a significant Arab political leader who 
viewed oil not just as a market commodity, 
but as a tool of sovereignty and a means of 
asserting political power.

Consequently, numerous accounts re-
mained in Arab collective memory regard-
ing his steadfastness under US pressure 
and his insistence on linking any change 
in oil policy to real progress on the issue of 
the occupied Arab territories.

Regarding the well-known statements at-
tributed to King Faisal during those discus-
sions—including his desire to pray at the 
Al-Aqsa Mosque, they are firmly embedded 
in the public memory of the Arab world. 

However, verifying the exact wording 
requires a direct primary source, thus, their 
symbolic significance outweighs their sta-
tus as verbatim, documented text.

Although the ‘oil weapon’ is the most 
recognized element of Saudi Arabia’s po-
sition, it was not the sole factor. The King-
dom also engaged militarily in the conflict, 
sending troops to the Syrian front.

Research indicates that Saudi forces be-
gan arriving in Syria in the early days of 

the war, including a mechanized infantry 
brigade, armored and artillery units, all 
aimed at strengthening the Syrian front 
against Israel.

So, the complete picture emerged -- 
Saudi Arabia did not restrict itself to of-
fering financial or political support from a 
distance, as it rather dedicated a segment 
of its military resources to the Arab war 
efforts, while utilizing its oil and political 
influence.

The Saudi involvement did not com-
mence with the initial shots fired on Oct 
6. In the years preceding the conflict, King 
Faisal nurtured a strong relationship with 
President Anwar Sadat and backed Egypt’s 
efforts to regain its ability to confront Is-
rael.

US documents revealed that King Faisal 
had established close connection with Sa-
dat over the years, and Riyadh actively 
contributed to promoting Arab unity—es-
pecially within the OAPEC—even before 
the October War.

Thus, when the war broke out, the Saudi 
position was not an impulsive response, 
instead, it signaled the continuation of an 
Arab policy advocated by King Faisal, 
who believed that the recovery of occu-
pied territories necessitated a level of Arab 
integration that transcended mere rhetoric 
and slogans.

The Saudi involvement in the October 
War can be analyzed through three inter-
related lenses: On the frontlines, Saudi 
troops actively supported Syria.  In the 
economic domain, oil became a strategic 
tool of leverage, utilized by Riyadh as part 
of a cohesive Arab stance.  In the political 
sphere, Saudi Arabia resisted global pres-
sure, putting the issue of occupied Arab 
territories at the center of its position. 

This sets apart the discussion of King 
Faisal’s role in the October War from the 
mere account of an Arab state providing 
support to Egypt.  He viewed the battle as 
having multiple fronts, believing that the 
Arab nations’ possession of economic and 
political advantages could alter the course 
of the conflict, just as tanks and aircraft do.

During the October War, the Egyptian 
Army successfully crossed the Suez Canal 
and breached the Bar-Lev Line, restoring 
Arab morale after the 1967 defeat. 

Meanwhile, Riyadh was engaged in a 
parallel struggle—one characterized by oil 
and strategic political maneuvers.

The importance of Saudi Arabia’s in-
volvement in the October War extends 
beyond the magnitude of its contribu-
tions, it lies in the innovative strategies it 
employed.  While military forces engage 
in combat, the influence of oil resonated 
worldwide.

King Faisal recognized this dynamic. 
He aimed to illustrate that Arab nations 
possessed not only military might, but also 
economic and political clout capable of 
swaying global powers.

Decades later, the lasting lesson from 
the October experience is that remarkable 
victories are not achieved through a single 
means alone.

Egypt launched the ‘Battle of the Cross-
ing’ with the full support of its army and 
citizens. Syria engaged on the Golan front, 
while other Arab nations contributed 
troops, arms and assistance.

At the same time, under King Faisal’s 
guidance, Saudi Arabia initiated political 
and economic fronts that extended the con-
flict beyond military engagements and into 
the core of the global order.

This is why October remains etched in 
Arab memory—not just as the day of the 
‘Crossing’, but as the moment when Arabs 
realized that a principled stance could act 
as a powerful weapon, that oil could be 
wielded as a political tool, and that true 
Arab solidarity—when transformed from 
mere rhetoric into action—could create an 
impact far greater than the battle itself.

KUNA photo 
Nazaha was elected during an online meeting  and will coordinate the 
group’s work with other working groups, the network’s secretariat and 

its steering committee.

Bahrain, Kuwait discuss ways
to bolster deep-rooted bonds

Talks focus on bid to organize 
and update data of ‘bedoun’

MANAMA, Oct 15, (KUNA): Bahraini 
Minister of Works Ibrahim Al-Hawaj and 
Kuwait’s Ambassador to Bahrain Jasem Al-
Najem discussed ways to develop bilateral 
relations and expand cooperation between 
the two countries.

The Kuwaiti Embassy said in a statement 
received by KUNA that the meeting took 
place on Wednesday, with Al-Hawaj high-
lighting the deep-rooted historical ties be-
tween Bahrain and Kuwait and both sides’ 

commitment to strengthening their partner-
ship.

The two sides stressed the importance of 
exchanging expertise in development fields 
and benefiting from each other’s experi-
ences to serve mutual interests and support 
development efforts in both countries.

They also underscored the need for con-
tinued consultations and exchange of views 
to broaden cooperation and reflect the long-
standing ties between the two countries.

KUWAIT CITY, Oct 15, (KUNA): The 
Central Agency for Remedying Illegal Resi-
dents’ Status discussed on Wednesday with 
the Insurance Regulatory Unit mechanisms 
for organizing and updating data of illegal 
residents (bedoun) in the unit’s systems and 
ways to enhance electronic integration be-
tween the two entities.

In a press statement, the Central Agency 
said its Acting Secretary-General Briga-
dier Dr. Sharif Al-Kandari chaired a coor-
dination meeting with a delegation from 
the Insurance Regulatory Unit, headed by 

its Chairman Mohammad Al-Otaibi, to 
strengthen bilateral cooperation in data ex-
change and electronic connectivity.

The statement added that both sides 
stressed the importance of this step in sup-
porting government digital transformation, 
ensuring data accuracy, improving the effi-
ciency of services provided to applicants and 
accelerating the completion of procedures.

The meeting was attended by the Cen-
tral Agency’s Assistant Secretaries-Gen-
eral Brigadier Suleiman Al-Husainan and 
Abdullah Al-Farhan.

KUNA photo 
Bahraini Minister of Works Ibrahim Al-Hawaj and Kuwait’s Ambassador to Bahrain 

Jasem Al-Najem discuss ways to boost bilateral relations.

Colombia’s move to open
Jerusalem embassy rapped
KUWAIT CITY, Oct 15, (KUNA): Kuwait con-
demned Colombia’s opening of an embassy in oc-
cupied Jerusalem, describing the move as a flagrant 
violation of international law and relevant interna-
tional legitimacy resolutions.

In a statement on Wednesday, the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs reaffirmed Kuwait’s categorical re-
jection of the step and all practices aimed at altering 
the existing legal and historical status of occupied 
Jerusalem.

It called on the international community and the 
UN Security Council to assume their responsibili-
ties in confronting any attempts to impose a new 
reality in the occupied Palestinian territories.

The ministry also reiterated Kuwait’s firm sup-
port for the Palestinian cause and the legitimate 
rights of the Palestinian people, foremost among 
them the establishment of an independent state 
along the June 4, 1967 borders, with East Jerusa-
lem as its capital.

PACA eyes ICAO expertise
to boost airport services
KUWAIT CITY, Oct 15, (KUNA): Director General of 
the Public Authority for Civil Aviation Sheikh Humoud 
Mubarak Al-Hamoud Al-Sabah, emphasized on Thursday 
the importance of strengthening cooperation with the In-
ternational Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO).

This collaboration aims to support efforts to develop the 
civil aviation sector and enhance services at Kuwait Inter-
national Airport, ensuring they keep pace with the rapid 
advancements in the air transport industry and established 
international standards.

Sheikh Humoud Al-Sabah’s statement to KUNA came 
following his meeting with Mohamed Rahma, the Region-
al Director for ICAO’s Middle East office.

Sheikh Humoud Al-Sabah noted that enhancing co-
ordination, technical cooperation, and the exchange of 
expertise with the organization facilitates the adoption 
of international best practices. It also helps in develop-
ing technical and operational capabilities, and supports 
regional initiatives and programs; all of which serve to 
boost the efficiency of the civil aviation system and so-
lidify the State of Kuwaits standing within the air trans-
port sector.
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A DIGEST OF PUBLIC OPINION

diwaniya

‘United effort crucial to
curtail scourge of drugs’
“THERE is no doubt that the evolving 
illicit drug trade demands tremendous 
effort and close coordination among 
government agencies,” Kuwaiti law-
yer and writer Talal Yousef wrote for 
Al-Seyassah daily.

“Success cannot be achieved by any 
single entity acting alone. Rather, it 
requires concerted efforts from all rel-
evant parties to combat this scourge, 
which has devastated the lives of our 
youth and destroyed countless futures. 
The tremendous 
efforts and tire-
less work of the 
Ministry of the 
Interior demon-
strate its ability 
to confront these 
criminals and 
bring them to 
justice. Despite 
the enactment 
of new laws and 
the imposition of 
severe penalties, including the death 
penalty, these criminals continue to 
regard our country as fertile ground 
for spreading their poison. Nothing 
seems to deter them.

“The illicit drug trade is evolving 
rapidly, particularly in the methods 
used to transport and distribute nar-
cotics, which are increasingly be-
ing concealed in lightweight, easily 
accessible forms. For instance, in a 
recent operation, the Ministry of the 
Interior seized narcotics concealed in 
A4 paper. This new method highlights 
the ingenuity of drug traffickers and 
their relentless pursuit of innovative 
ways to smuggle, transport, and profit 
from these substances. Furthermore, 
operations conducted by the Ministry 
of Interior have uncovered modern 
machinery used to manufacture and 
package narcotic pills. This develop-
ment points to the use of large-scale, 
state-of-the-art industrial equipment 
for drug production.

“All government agencies must re-
main fully aware of the immense chal-
lenges we face today. Certain coun-
tries actively facilitate the trafficking 
and proliferation of narcotics across 
the Gulf states and the Arab world. In 
our homeland, the Customs Depart-
ment serves as the first line of defense 
against this threat. It plays a vital role 
as the country’s primary gateway and 
the main entry point for all our essen-
tial supplies. Vast quantities of goods 
and resources enter our nation through 
customs, making it a lifeline for the 
country. Constant vigilance is essen-
tial, leaving no room for complacency 
or negligence.

“The department’s efforts are 
widely recognized, having success-
fully thwarted numerous smuggling 
attempts. May Allah grant its person-
nel the strength to carry out this great 
responsibility. We must also acknowl-
edge the Coast Guard and its tireless 
efforts to secure our vast maritime 
borders, which represent a critical 
entry point that drug traffickers may 
seek to exploit. When many hands 
unite to confront a common enemy, 
that enemy is ultimately destined for 
failure and defeat.

“Today, particularly in light of re-
cent developments, every citizen must 
recognize that if this scourge takes 
root in our country, it will inevitably 
reach our sons and daughters. Every 
citizen has a duty to report any sus-
picious activity they witness or have 
reason to suspect. A single piece of 
information, however insignificant it 
may seem, could save an entire gener-
ation and protect a nation that so many 
people dream of calling home. May 
Allah protect Kuwait and its people 
from all harm.”

Also: 
“The “Bride of the Red Sea” em-

braces its rich history and vibrant 
present as it held the 27th Arabian 
Gulf Cup (Gulf 27) from Septem-
ber 23 to October 6,” Saudi writer 
Ghadeer Abdullah Al-Tayyar wrote 
for Al-Seyassah daily.

“In the enchanting streets of historic 
Jeddah, where the cheers of passion-
ate fans mingled with the whispers of 
history echoed by ancient rawashin 
(traditional wooden latticework) and 
historic buildings, a vibrant scene of 
solidarity and unity unfolded. The 
crowds of supporters who filled the 
streets of Jeddah and its historic path-
ways represented more than a shared 
passion for football; they embodied 
the collective spirit of Gulf nations 
united by bonds of love and camara-
derie.

“This sporting celebration, coin-
ciding with Saudi National Day fes-
tivities, provided an opportunity to 
highlight the deep-rooted ties between 
Saudis and their brothers across the 
Gulf states. Kuwait, in particular, 
holds a special place in our hearts. 
This sentiment is not merely words 
on a page; it is a living legacy passed 
down to me by my beloved father. He 
devoted years of his life to Kuwait, 
breathing its air and experiencing the 
warmth and generosity of its people. 
Through his experiences, he instilled 
in me a deep love for this generous 
country from an early age.

“Today, through our esteemed 
newspaper, which has long champi-
oned truth and stood as a symbol of 
loyalty, we proudly express our heart-

felt support for this historic event. 
Hosting the 27th Gulf Cup in Saudi 
Arabia represented far more than a 
football tournament. It carried a heart-
felt message from the heart of historic 
Jeddah to every home across the Gulf. 
Through this occasion, we reaffirmed, 
with genuine Saudi warmth and sin-
cerity, that we cherish you and stand 
firmly by your side. Our beloved Ku-
wait and all the other Gulf nations will 
always remain our strategic depth, our 
source of strength and support, and an 
enduring part of our shared spirit and 
identity.”

❑      ❑      ❑

“One woman said, “After years 
of marriage, I have come to realize 
that a man is the one who sacrifices 
his youth, his health, and everything 
he possesses for the sake of his wife, 
children, mother, sister, father, or 
grandchildren,” columnist Ahmad 
Al-Dawas wrote for Al-Seyassah 
daily.

“He works, often late into the night, 
while enduring his parents’ reproaches 
and his boss’s scolding. A father is the 
only person in the world who wishes 
for his children to surpass him in ev-
ery way. He bears it when they step 
on his feet as toddlers, and he bears it 
when they step on his heart as adults. 
He gives his children the best of what 
he has - in fact, everything he owns. 
While a mother carries her children 
in her womb for nine months, a father 
carries them in his mind and thoughts 
for a lifetime.”

“Another perspective - “Something 
comes to mind, so you call him while 
he is at work. He answers warmly, 
and you have no idea what he is go-
ing through. Perhaps his manager 
has scolded him, a colleague has up-
set him, or the burden of expenses is 
weighing heavily on him. Yet, when 
you make a request, he responds, 
‘With pleasure. Just be a good person 
and don’t trouble your mother.’ ‘Dad, 
please bring me some strawberry 
juice.’ He comes home exhausted 
from work, the heat, and the traffic, 
having forgotten your request. You 
ask him, ‘Dad, where is the juice?’ He 
gathers himself and goes back out to 
get what you asked for, willingly set-
ting aside his own exhaustion to make 
you happy. Later, when you are late 
coming home, he becomes worried 
and calls to check on you. You might 
feel annoyed by his concern, perhaps 
even refusing to answer when his calls 
and expressions of worry become per-
sistent.

“You return home late, and he rep-
rimands you to instill a sense of re-
sponsibility. You raise your voice at 
him, hurting him with your words and 
sharp retorts. He falls silent, not be-
cause he fears you, but because he is 
shocked by your behavior. No matter 
how much he may have upset you, he 
is still your father. Just as he bore the 
burden of raising you throughout your 
childhood and patiently tolerated your 
mistakes, you must now learn to bear 
the challenges of his illness and old 

age. Treat him 
with kindness, 
for there are peo-
ple who would 
give anything 
for the chance to 
see their fathers 
again.”

“A few days 
ago in our coun-
try, a father was 
summoned to 

the police station. 
When he arrived, he was shocked to 
discover that his own daughter was 
there to file a complaint against him. 
The emotional shock was so severe 
that he collapsed and died on the spot, 
prompting his daughter to scream, “I 
have killed my father.” It emerged 
at the police station that a friend had 
advised her to hire a lawyer and file 
a complaint against her father so that 
she could come and go from the house 
freely, without restrictions.

“Clearly, the friend, the lawyer, and 
the daughter lacked proper upbring-
ing. Filing a lawsuit against one’s 
father can deeply wound his feelings 
and may be regarded as an act of fil-
ial disobedience. This highlights how 
many households fail to instill proper 
values and respect in their children.

“Compare this with another ex-
ample - the esteemed Badriya Yousef 
Al-Ghanim once failed a grade in 
school. When she stood before her 
father, he looked at her report card, 
with its failing grades marked in red 
ink, and jokingly asked, “Do you like 
the color red?” He then turned to her 
mother and remarked, also in jest, 
that he liked the color. He did this to 
spare the young girl’s feelings and 
avoid hurting her. She replied, “A 
person’s character is shaped by those 
who raise them, not by their own 
cleverness; it is forged in the home 
where they grow up.”

“Thus, upbringing comes before for-
mal education. In the article “Building 
Men Before Building Factories,” we 
quoted an Orientalist as saying, “If you 
wish to destroy a nation’s civilization, 
there are three ways to do so: destroy 
the family, destroy education, and un-
dermine morals and role models.”

– Compiled by Simi K. Kutty

Talal Yousef

Ahmad Al-Dawas

Egyptian gets 5 years in jail for
joining ISIS, plotting terrorism

Six detained for ‘drifting’, driving without license

By Munif Naif
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff and Agencies

KUWAIT CITY, Oct 15 : The State 
Security Circuit in the Court of 
Appeals, presided over by Judge 
Abdullah Al-Sanea, with Judges 
Mohammad Jaafar and Hamoud 
Al-Bader as members, issued rul-
ings in several state security cases, 
reports Al-Seyassah daily.

In one case, the court sentenced an Egyp-
tian to five years in prison after convicting 
him of membership in the terrorist organiza-
tion ISIS and plotting bombings targeting 
Hussainiyas (Shia places of worship) in Ku-
wait.

The defendant was charged with undergo-
ing training in the use of explosives and sticky 
bombs with the intent to undermine the coun-
try’s interests, plotting attacks on places of 
worship, and publicly insulting HH the Amir.

Security agencies, represented by the State 
Security Unit, arrested the defendant after in-
vestigations and surveillance that uncovered a 
plot to carry out a terrorist bombing.

The arrest led to the discovery of devices and 
materials used to manufacture explosives at the 
defendant’s residence, along with information 
and instructions detailing their preparation and 
use.

In a separate ruling, the court upheld the 
acquittal of Attorney Salah Al-Elaj, who was 
charged with inciting sectarian strife and show-
ing contempt for members of the Shia commu-
nity in Kuwait.

The court also overturned the acquittal of a 
citizen accused of expressing support for Ira-
nian attacks on Kuwait. It then refrained from 

pronouncing punishment (a conditional dis-
charge), subject to the payment of bail.

❑      ❑      ❑

GTD detains 6 drifters: The General Traffic 
Department at the Interior Ministry detained 
six individuals for committing serious traf-
fic offenses like reckless driving and driving 
without a license, while their vehicles were 
impounded.

According to a security source, traffic en-
forcement operations are continuing in various 
areas to catch offenders and those committing 
serious violations, ensuring that legal action is 
taken against them.

The General Traffic Department in the Inte-
rior Ministry has been actively conducting en-
forcement campaigns in different governorates, 
penalizing drivers who do not follow traffic 
regulations.

According to a security source, traffic offi-

cers issued 289 violation citations for not using 
turn signals within 24 hours. He said this is one 
of various traffic infractions uncovered in the 
recent campaigns.

He emphasized that these campaigns are on-
going and urged motorists to comply with traf-
fic regulations and use their turn signals when-
ever necessary to avoid fines.

❑      ❑      ❑

Two juveniles held: Traffic patrol officers in 
Jahra and Farwaniya arrested two juveniles for 
driving without a license and referred them to 
the Juvenile Detention Center.

A security source revealed that the officers in 
Jahra arrested one juvenile for unlicensed driv-
ing, while their counterparts in Farwaniya ap-
prehended another for the same offense.

Both juveniles, along with the vehicles they 
were driving, were handed over to the con-
cerned authorities for legal action.

MPW to shut two lanes
of road & bridge ramp

Kuwaiti citizen wins case
in physical disability issue

KUWAIT CITY, Oct 15: The Ministry of Public Works an-
nounced a partial closure of the fast and middle lanes on King 
Faisal bin Abdulaziz Road (Riyadh Road), from the area oppo-
site Al-Khaldiya to the intersection with the Fifth Ring Road, 
in the direction of Kuwait International Airport. The closure 
will take effect in the early hours of Friday, October 16, reports 
Al-Seyassah daily.

In coordination with the General Traffic Department, the 
ministry also announced the full closure of the bridge entrance 
at the intersection of Al-Ghawas Street and Khalifa Talal Al-
Jari Street for vehicles traveling from the Seventh Ring Road 
toward Al-Riqqa.

In addition, the bridge ramp for traffic from Al-Riqqa toward 
the Seventh Ring Road will be partially closed, with the closure 
also taking effect in the early hours of Friday, October 16.

KUWAIT CITY, Oct 15: The Court of Appeals overturned a 
lower court’s ruling that dismissed a lawsuit filed by a Kuwaiti 
woman suffering from spinal problems, ruling in her favor and 
affirming her entitlement to a certificate recognizing her per-
manent, moderate physical disability, despite not having previ-
ously held such a certificate, reports Al-Anba daily.

The citizen had filed the lawsuit seeking official recognition 
of her physical disability based on her medical condition.

She explained that she suffers from spinal pain and com-
plications that required surgery, including the insertion of two 
implants and metal rods. The Court of First Instance dismissed 
her claim, prompting her to appeal the ruling.

Lawyer Nasser Al-Ajmi stated that the case was based on 
his client’s medical condition and the resulting physical im-
pairments.

He emphasized that her failure to obtain a disability certifi-
cate in the past does not deprive her of the right to have her 
disability officially recognized, provided that the claim is sup-
ported by medical evidence.

Students, teachers plant trees for greener Kuwait
KUWAIT CITY, Oct 15: The Jahra Gover-
norate on Wednesday participated in the en-
vironmental initiative titled, “Plant a Tree... 
Build a Life,” organized by the Kuwait Bi-
lingual School, reports Al-Seyassah daily. 

This initiative involved students, teachers 
and administrative personnel, with the goal 
of raising environmental awareness and mo-

tivating students to engage in environmental 
protection efforts.

Participants planted trees and saplings, 
hence, connecting sustainability concepts 
with actionable steps, nurturing a sense of 
environmental responsibility among stu-
dents, and encouraging them to help expand 
green spaces.

The involvement of the governorate re-
flects the vision of Jahra Governor Hamad 
Al-Habashi to support environmental and 
community projects, strengthen collabora-
tion with educational institutions to cultivate 
positive environmental habits in the youths, 
and promote activities that improve the local 
environment.

Jahra Governorate photos  
Jahra Governorate joined students to plant trees for a greener, beautiful Kuwait.

MoI photo  
Cars used by drifters are destroyed by the Traffic Department.

MPW announces road closures.
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KUNA photo 
Kuwait’s Ambassador to the United Republic of Tanzania Salem Al-Hamdan pre-

sents his credentials to Tanzanian President Samia Suluhu Hassan.

Gulf attacks, food security
top Kuwait, Tanzania talks

ASBU pays tribute to late
Kuwaiti composer Baqer

Lebanese universities
He explained that the main strength of 

Lebanese higher education is its ability to pro-
duce graduates equipped with the scientific, 
professional and linguistic skills necessary to 
integrate seamlessly into local, regional and 
international labor markets. 

He pointed out that the specializations be-
ing developed by Lebanese universities align 
with the developmental trajectories of Kuwait 
and other Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) 
states.  He clarified that the programs offered 
and the admission requirements vary from 
one university to another.

He revealed that the nine participating uni-
versities offer a range of specializations and 
academic programs aimed to realize the aspi-
rations of students and meet the demands of 
the labor market. 

The fair offers students and their parents 
the opportunity to engage directly with uni-
versity representatives, learn about admission 
and registration requirements, and inquire 
about tuition fees, scholarships, discounts and 
other facilities that some universities may of-
fer as per their policies.

On the quality of education, continuity of 
studies and recognition of degrees, Khoury 
indicated that Lebanon faced difficult eco-
nomic, financial and security challenges in re-
cent years, which affected various sectors like 
higher education.  “Nevertheless, Lebanese 
universities strive to maintain the continu-
ity and standards of their education, utilizing 
expertise of their teaching and administrative 
staff,” he elaborated. 

He said he fully understands the concern 
Kuwaiti families for the academic and pro-
fessional future of their children, stressing 
the importance of verifying the legal status of 
each university and the academic accredita-
tion of its study programs, as well as ensuring 
they align with the regulations and policies of 
Kuwait. 

He affirmed that Lebanon respects the 
standards and criteria established by the rel-
evant Kuwaiti authorities, most notably the 
Ministry of Higher Education and National 
Bureau for Academic Accreditation and Edu-
cation Quality Assurance.

On the appeal of Lebanon as an educational 
destination, he confirmed that Lebanese uni-
versities have vast academic experience, range 
of specializations, culture of openness—both 
linguistically and culturally, and strong inter-
national academic ties.  He indicated that sev-
eral of these institutions achieved high rank-
ings in global university assessments. 

He added that the geographical proximity 
and the cultural and social affinity between 
Kuwait and Lebanon allow students to pur-
sue their studies in Lebanon, while remain-
ing in constant contact with their families and 
homeland during weekends or longer breaks, 
thereby, easing the burdens of travel and ac-
commodation for their families. 

He stated that the reasonable cost of edu-

cation and living in Lebanon helps alleviate 
the financial burdens of families, reduces the 
cost of scholarships funded by the Kuwaiti 
government, and maintains high academic 
standard.  He asserted that some Lebanese 
universities can compete with prestigious in-
ternational educational institutions. 

He reiterated that Lebanon offers high-
quality education, geographical and familial 
closeness and affordability, making it a good 
option for students from Kuwait and the entire 
Gulf region.

Coalition thwarts
She emphasized the necessity of directing 

support and resources to the areas in greatest 
need and strengthening their resilience against 
successive shocks.

Separately, the spokesperson for the Coali-
tion to Support Legitimacy in Yemen, Major 
General Turki Al-Maliki, announced Thurs-
day the interception and destruction of a cruise 
missile in the Madinah region.

In a brief statement posted on the coalition’s 
official account on the X platform, Al-Maliki 
provided no further details. 

Elsewhere, Egyptian Foreign Minister Badr 
Abdelatty and Kuwaiti Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs Sheikh Jarrah Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah 
discussed bilaterial ties and regional devel-
opments Thursday, stressing the need for de-
escalation and diplomatic solutions to regional 
tensions.

In a statement, the Egyptian Foreign Min-
istry noted that the two ministers praised the 
longstanding ties between both countries dur-
ing their phone call.

They also reviewed preparations for the 
next meeting of the Kuwaiti-Egyptian Joint 
Ministerial Committee, scheduled to take 
place in Kuwait.

Both officials exchanged views on recent 
regional developments, jointly condemning 
and rejecting the attacks on Saudi Arabia.

They also emphasized the importance of 
coordinated efforts to reduce tensions, ad-
vance political solutions and prioritize diplo-
matic dialogue to promote regional security 
and stability. 

In Kuwait, Chief of the General Staff of 
the Kuwaiti Army Lieutenant General Khaled 
Al-Shuraian discussed issues of mutual inter-
est with Deputy Director of Russia’s Federal 
Service for Military-Technical Cooperation 
Frolkin Alexey.

The General Staff said in a statement Thurs-
day that Al-Shuraian received the Russian of-
ficial and his accompanying delegation during 
their visit to Kuwait.

The meeting featured cordial exchanges 
and discussions on various issues of mutual 
interest and ways to strengthen and develop 
relations between the two friendly countries.

Russian Ambassador to Kuwait Vladimir 
Zheltov and senior army officers attended the 
meeting.

Bhutan congrats Kuwait on UN re-election

KUWAIT CITY, Oct 15, (KUNA): Ku-
wait’s Ambassador to the United Republic 
of Tanzania Salem Al-Hamdan presented 
his credentials to Tanzanian President Sa-
mia Suluhu Hassan at the State House in 
Dar es Salaam.

The Kuwaiti Embassy said in a statement 
received by KUNA Thursday that Al-Ham-
dan conveyed the Kuwaiti political leader-
ship’s greetings and wishes for the presi-
dent’s good health and happiness, and for 
continued progress and prosperity for the 
Tanzanian people.

President Hassan reciprocated with greet-
ings to Kuwait’s leadership and wishes for 
their good health and happiness, as well as 
further progress and prosperity for the Ku-

waiti people.
The ambassador also addressed contin-

ued Iranian attacks and those by affi liated 
groups against Gulf states, most recently at-
tacks on the Two Holy Mosques and King 
Khalid International Airport in Riyadh. He 
also discussed food security cooperation.

President Hassan thanked Kuwait for infra-
structure assistance provided through the Ku-
wait Fund for Arab Economic Development, 
as well as humanitarian and charitable aid.

The ceremony was attended by Tanzani-
an Minister of Foreign Affairs and East Af-
rican Cooperation Mahmoud Kombo, Chief 
of Protocol Yusuf Mndolwa, and Director 
of the Middle East Department at the Tan-
zanian Foreign Ministry Abdullah Kalima.

TUNIS, Oct 15, (KUNA): The Arab States 
Broadcasting Union (ASBU) announced 
on Wednesday that its radio series “Arab 
Musicians” would celebrate late Kuwaiti 
composer Ahmad Baqer throughout Octo-
ber, with programs highlighting his artis-
tic works and songs 
broadcast on Kuwait 
Radio and other 
member stations.

In a statement, the 
union said the initia-
tive falls within the 
second part of the 
series, produced in 
cooperation with the 
Permanent Confer-
ence of Mediterrane-
an Audiovisual Op-
erators  (COPEAM).

Participating Arab and European broad-
casters will air the episodes as part of their 
autumn and winter programming schedules, 
with each broadcaster incorporating them 

according to its own programming format, 
the statement said.

The union added that the episodes would 
also be published successively on its web-
site, social media platforms and YouTube 
channel to reach the widest possible audi-
ence with this cultural and artistic produc-
tion.

Ahmad Baqer was one of the pioneers of 
Kuwaiti music and among the leading com-
posers who helped develop modern Kuwaiti 
song and expand its reach across the Gulf 
and the Arab world. 

In recognition of his talent and distinctive 
compositional style, the Higher Institute 
of Arabic Music awarded him an honorary 
doctorate.

Beyond composition, Baqer contributed 
to establishing academic music education 
in Kuwait. He played a prominent role in 
founding the Institute of Musical Studies and 
developing it into the Higher Institute of Mu-
sical Arts, where he served as dean, becom-
ing the fi rst Kuwaiti to hold the position.

By Bassam Al-Qassas
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Oct 15: Ambassador of the 
Kingdom of Bhutan to the State of Kuwait 
Kutshab Phub Dorji expressed his sincere 
congratulations to Kuwait, its leadership, 
government and people, on its re-election to 
the membership of the United Nations Human 
Rights Council for the period 2027-2029, ob-
taining 173 votes in the elections conducted 
by the United Nations General Assembly in 
New York on Oct 13.

Dorji affi rmed that this well-deserved win for 
a second consecutive term is a manifestation of 

the prestigious standing that the State of Kuwait 
enjoys in the international arena, and the great 
confi dence of the international community in 

its moderate and balanced 
diplomatic approach and 
its strong commitment to 
follow the principles and 
objectives of the United 
Nations Charter.

He pointed out that the 
re-election of Kuwait con-
fi rms the world’s apprecia-
tion of its excellent record 
in the fi eld of humanitar-
ian action, its support for 

development and peace efforts, and its valu-
able work in promoting dialogue, tolerance and 
peaceful coexistence and safeguarding human 
dignity, away from selectivity and politicization.

He unveiled his country’s aspiration to work 
closely with Kuwait during its new term in the 
council, which is based in Geneva, in order to 
promote and protect human rights throughout 
the world and to consolidate the principles of 
justice and multilateral cooperation.

He stressed that Bhutan is confi dent that Ku-
wait will continue its active and constructive 
role in enriching the work of the council, wish-
ing it continuous progress and prosperity under 
its wise leadership.

KFAED ready to contribute
in reconstruction of Syria

Talks yield positive results: Al-Bader

KUWAIT CITY, Oct 15, (KUNA): 
Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic 
Development (KFAED) Acting Di-
rector General Rashed Al-Bader 
said on Wednesday the fund was 
ready to resume de-
velopment coopera-
tion with Syria and 
contribute to re-
construction efforts 
in solidarity with 
the Syrian people.

Al-Bader made the 
remarks during a round-
table meeting of partners 
supporting Syria’s recon-
struction, organized by the World Bank on 
the sidelines of the 2026 annual meetings of 
the World Bank Group and the International 
Monetary Fund in Bangkok, Thailand, ac-
cording to a KFAED statement.

He said the fund had provided Syria with 28 
loans over more than four decades, totaling over 

KD 330 million (around USD one billion), to 
finance vital projects in energy, roads, telecom-
munications, irrigation, water networks and 
sanitation. Development cooperation between  
KFAED and Syria dates back to 1969, he added.

During the years of the Syrian crisis, Kuwait 
provided grants worth more than USD 375 mil-
lion through the fund to support affected people 
inside Syria and in neighboring countries host-
ing refugees, in cooperation with UN agencies 
and humanitarian partners.

Al-Bader noted that grant agreements were 
signed with the UN Office for the Coordination 
of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) in August and 
September to support the Syria Humanitarian 
Fund.

He said the fund had recently held construc-
tive talks with relevant Syrian authorities on 
resuming institutional cooperation, including 
a proposal to establish a joint technical, legal 
and financial team to review previously funded 
projects and explore opportunities for new de-
velopment initiatives.

Potential areas of cooperation, based on pri-
orities identified by Syrian authorities, include 
rehabilitating energy infrastructure, developing 
water and sanitation networks, restoring roads 

and bridges, supporting social infrastructure 
such as schools and healthcare facilities, and 
providing technical assistance and institutional 
capacity-building.

Al-Bader affirmed KFAED’s commitment to 
working closely with the World Bank Group, 
the IMF, the United Nations and partners in 
the Arab Coordination Group to ensure that 
assistance is complementary and aligned with 
Syria’s reconstruction and economic recovery 
priorities.

He also said the fund was open to exploring 
participation in a proposed multi-donor trust 
fund for Syria’s reconstruction to be adminis-
tered by the World Bank. 

KFAED welcomed further details on the pro-
posed fund’s structure and governance mecha-
nisms, which would be examined in coordina-
tion with the Foreign Ministry.

Al-Bader expressed the fund’s eagerness to 
strengthen cooperation with Syrian authorities 
and international partners to support recovery 
and reconstruction and help secure a stable and 
sustainable future for the Syrian people.

The roundtable brought together officials and 
representatives of international financial and 
development institutions.

Al-Bader   

 Dorji

Ahmad Baqer

Continued from Page 1
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Photo during the final qualifying round held at the Kuwait National Library.

51Talk selects Hashem Al-Rifai
to represent Kuwait at COP31

KUWAIT CITY, Oct 15: Kuwaiti stu-
dent Hashem Al-Rifai has been select-
ed to represent Kuwait at the United 
Nations Climate Change Conference 
(COP31) in Antalya, Türkiye, through 
51Talk’s student initiative, after win-
ning the final qualifying round held at 
the Kuwait National Library on Sep-
tember 30, 2026. The event was orga-
nized in partnership with the library 
and attended by Sheikha Fouz Fahad 
Al-Sabah.

Fifteen students learning English 
through the 51Talk platform partici-
pated in the finals, delivering English-
language speeches on environmental 
protection, climate change and sustain-
ability. A judging panel evaluated their 
presentations and selected the winner 
for the opportunity to participate inter-
nationally.

The event enabled participants to 
express their ideas and visions for the 
environment’s future, use their lan-
guage skills to discuss global issues 
relevant to their lives and futures, and 
gain public speaking experience.

Skills and Confidence
Sheikha Fouz Fahad Al-Sabah said: 

“Providing these opportunities is es-
sential to developing students’ com-
munication skills and strengthening 
their confidence. It encourages them 
to express their views comfortably and 
confidently, whether at local events or 
on international platforms.”

Addressing the students and win-
ner Hashem Al-Rifai, she added: “You 
are Kuwait’s leaders and its future. 
Continue developing yourselves and 
broadening your knowledge and cul-
tural understanding. God willing, we 
will soon see you representing Kuwait 
at major international forums.”

Pride in Participation
Hashem Al-Rifai will represent 

Kuwait at the climate conference in 
Türkiye through the student initiative, 
marking Kuwait’s first participation in 
this initiative. The opportunity will al-
low him to share his ideas on the en-

vironment and sustainability and con-
nect with participants from different 
countries.

Expressing his happiness at win-
ning, Hashem said: “I felt proud and 
happy after winning. Representing Ku-
wait in Türkiye is a wonderful feeling, 
and I am proud to represent my coun-
try on the global stage. I have also ben-
efited and learned a great deal through 
51Talk.”

His mother said: “Kuwait may be a 
small country on the world map, but it 
is full of talent and ambition that de-
serve to be brought into the spotlight. 
That is what 51Talk has done for my 
son.”

Learning and Practice
Wafaa Al-Ali said: “Through this 

initiative, we aim to take the Eng-
lish-learning experience beyond the 
classroom and give our students real 
opportunities to use their skills and 
express their ideas confidently. Select-
ing a student from Kuwait to represent 
his country internationally reflects our 
vision of empowering young learners 
and connecting the skills they acquire 
with real-world opportunities and ex-
periences.”

51Talk Kuwait affirmed that the 
initiative forms part of its efforts to 
empower children to speak confidently 
and communicate with the world, de-
velop their skills, and create opportuni-
ties to use English in practical experi-
ences and international activities.

The company expressed its appre-
ciation to the Kuwait National Library 
for its cooperation in hosting the event, 
which marked 51Talk’s first in-person 
activity in Kuwait. It also highlighted 
the importance of community partner-
ships in supporting students and devel-
oping their abilities.

51Talk is an online English-lan-
guage learning platform focused on 
developing young learners’ language 
skills and strengthening their commu-
nication abilities, with a presence in 
several Asian and Gulf markets.

Continued from Page 1

Offi ce wear
The circular specifies the approved 

official attire for male and female em-
ployees, taking into account the nature 
of their duties and the customs and tra-
ditions of Kuwaiti society.

It requires employees to wear for-
mal clothing appropriate for the work-
place while accounting for occupa-
tional health and safety requirements 
for those in technical, field, and opera-
tional positions.

The circular also prohibits certain 
forms of workplace attire, includ-
ing casual or inappropriate clothing, 
sportswear, and items bearing phrases, 
graphics, or symbols considered un-
suitable or inconsistent with the stan-
dards expected of public servants.

Employees are required to maintain 
a professional appearance throughout 
official working hours and whenever 
representing the ministry at meetings 
or official events.

The ministry emphasized that com-
pliance with the circular is a profes-
sional obligation and that any viola-
tions of the established guidelines 
will result in administrative action in 
accordance with civil service laws and 
regulations.

Adherence to professional appear-
ance standards will also be taken into 
account in employees’ annual perfor-
mance evaluations.

The ministry has assigned heads of 
sectors, departments, and organiza-
tional units the responsibility of moni-
toring compliance with these guide-
lines and taking appropriate action in 
the event of violations.

In addition, the relevant authorities 
are responsible for determining the 
personal protective equipment (PPE) 
requirements for employees perform-
ing technical or field-based duties.

1,247 students
“The nation expects much from 

you,” he said, emphasizing that the 
country’s future is built through the ef-
forts and creativity of its people.

The minister stressed that “an indi-
vidual is measured by the positive im-
pact they make and the contributions 
they offer to others.”

He added that the excellence cel-
ebrated today represents “a milestone 
on a journey rich in achievement - a 
journey undertaken by individuals who 
have proven that determination knows 
no obstacles and whose ambitions are 
a source of pride and an ornament for 
the nation.”

He encouraged them to “continue 
pursuing knowledge and learning so 
that they may become a vibrant force, 
contributing effectively to the ad-
vancement of our beloved Kuwait and 
the building of its bright future.”

Meanwhile, Alia Al-Saqer, Acting 

Director General of PAMA, empha-
sized PAMA’s firm belief that “true 
investment lies in our youth and that 
education is the fundamental pillar for 
building a bright future, both for them 
and for the nation.”

Al-Saqer noted that PAMA is com-
mitted to providing comprehensive 
support and care while fostering an en-
vironment that enables those under its 
care to excel, distinguish themselves, 
and achieve their aspirations.

She also expressed her gratitude and 
appreciation to the families of the hon-
orees, as well as to the teachers, school 
administrators, and PAMA staff, all of 
whom have supported and encouraged 
these young people throughout their 
educational journeys.

Bishop Berardi
“As the Catholic Church, which is 

actively present in Kuwait, we deeply 
appreciate the spirit of tolerance, mu-
tual respect, and freedom of worship 
that we experience here. These values 
are essential to promoting harmonious 
coexistence among citizens and resi-
dents of diverse religions and cultures.

As we celebrate Kuwait’s joy over 
this significant national and interna-
tional achievement, we reaffirm that 
safeguarding human rights, upholding 
the dignity of every individual, and 
promoting the values of justice, peace, 
and human fraternity are collective re-
sponsibilities that unite us.

We look forward with optimism and 
hope that, through its renewed role on 
the Human Rights Council, Kuwait 
will continue to engage constructively 
in promoting international dialogue 
and cooperation while upholding hu-
man dignity and fundamental rights 
without discrimination.

We offer our prayers to the Al-
mighty, Exalted be He, to safeguard 
Kuwait, its wise leadership, and its 
noble people, and to grant this blessed 
land lasting security, stability, peace, 
and prosperity, ensuring that it remains 
a nation of love, tolerance, and mutual 
respect, and a place where people of 
diverse backgrounds and religions can 
meet in a spirit of fraternity.”

‘Leaked questions’
The decision follows a series of 

oversight and investigative measures 
prompted by numerous concerns and 
complaints raised during and after the 
examination period. These included ob-
jections concerning the integrity of the 
examination procedures and the extent 
to which they ensured fairness and equal 
opportunities for all candidates.

In response to these concerns and in 
line with the commitment to address-
ing them objectively and responsibly, 
the Minister of Education directed the 
formation of an impartial investigative 
committee.

The committee, comprising special-
ists from the Fatwa and Legislation 
Department and the Ministry of Educa-
tion, was tasked with investigating the 
issues and irregularities affecting the 
fourth phase of the selection process for 
supervisory educational positions at the 
Ministry of Education for the 2025/2026 
academic year.

The ministry explained that the com-
mittee examined various aspects of the 
examinations, verified the procedures 
followed in their organization and ad-
ministration, assessed the integrity of 
the mechanisms in place, identified 
shortcomings, and submitted its findings 
and recommendations to the minister to 
support an appropriate decision based 
on the investigation’s results.

The committee’s mandate included 
investigating the electronic examina-
tions administered to candidates for su-
pervisory educational positions follow-
ing their completion of training courses 
that concluded with an assessment. It 
also reviewed the procedures applied to 
examinations for candidates who had at-
tended leadership training courses.

The investigation further examined 
the circulation of fourth-phase examina-
tion questions on social media platforms 
and the circumstances surrounding the 
incident. It also reviewed the examina-
tion preparation process and the pro-
gramming mechanisms used, covering 
the technical and procedural aspects 
essential to ensuring the integrity and 
confidentiality of the tests.

Upon completing its work, the com-
mittee submitted its final report to the 
Minister of Education, outlining its 
findings from the examination and in-
vestigation of the identified issues and 
irregularities.

Based on the report’s findings, a deci-
sion was approved to cancel all results 
from the fourth phase of examinations 
and re-administer the tests for all can-
didates.

The investigation uncovered practices 
involving the unauthorized circulation 
of examination questions, undermining 

Weekend forecast
On Saturday, weather will be hot and 

humid during the day, particularly in 
coastal areas, with partly cloudy skies. 
Winds will be variable to southeasterly, 
light to moderate, at speeds of 8 to 32 kil-
ometers per hour. Scattered light rain is 
possible, along with a chance of light fog 
in the evening. Maximum temperatures 
are expected to range from 36 to 38 de-
grees Celsius, while sea conditions will 
be slight to moderate, with wave heights 
of 1 to 4 feet.

Saturday night will be relatively hot 
to moderate and humid, particularly in 
coastal areas. Winds will be southeaster-
ly to variable, light to moderate, at speeds 
of 6 to 26 kilometers per hour. Light fog 
may develop in some areas, with scat-
tered clouds also expected. Minimum 
temperatures are forecast to range from 
20 to 22 degrees Celsius, while sea con-
ditions will be slight to moderate, with 
wave heights of 1 to 3 feet.

equal opportunities and fair competi-
tion. Such actions are incompatible with 
professional integrity and the standards 
required of those entrusted with educa-
tional responsibilities.

The decision to re-administer the ex-
aminations reflects the ministry’s com-
mitment to safeguarding the integrity of 
the process and ensuring fairness for all 
applicants.

This initiative aims to uphold trans-
parency and integrity in the selection 
of candidates for educational supervi-
sory positions, ensuring that the final 
approved results are based on sound 
procedures and that all candidates are 
afforded equal opportunities in accord-
ance with established examination regu-
lations.

The ministry emphasized that safe-
guarding the credibility of these exami-
nations requires a firm response to any 
concerns or irregularities.

It stressed that the process must re-
main beyond reproach, ensuring that 
fair competition is maintained and can-
didates’ rights are protected.

Safeguarding the integrity of the ad-
ministrative and educational system re-
mains a top priority in all decisions and 
actions related to supervisory positions. 
Accordingly, the Ministry of Education 
has directed all relevant parties to fully 
comply with the decision and its provi-
sions.

They are required to follow the estab-
lished guidelines for re-administering 
the examinations and implement the 
necessary measures to ensure confiden-
tiality and procedural integrity through-
out the process.

These efforts aim to strengthen con-
fidence in the selection process for edu-
cational supervisory positions and reaf-
firm that fairness, equal opportunity, and 
integrity are fundamental principles that 
must never be compromised.

Bump dodgers
urged motorcycle riders and delivery 
vehicle operators to slow down when 
approaching speed bumps and cross 
them safely to avoid traffic violations 
and ensure public safety.

It highlighted that violations of these 
instructions will result in the impound-
ment of the motorcycle or vehicle for 
60 days, in addition to other adminis-
trative measures determined according 
to the nature of the violation.

The sector indicated that repeated 
violations by riders of motorcycles or 

vehicles belonging to delivery compa-
nies will result in administrative action 
against the operating company.
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Water is dropped by helicopter on the advancing Palisades Fire in the Pacifi c Palisades neighborhood of Los An-
geles on Jan 7, 2025. (AP)

Hot weather and winds raise California 
wildfire threat as power shutoffs start

LOS ANGELES, Oct 15, (AP): Large 
swaths of California w.ere expected to 
see fire weather starting Thursday and 
thousands of people could lose power 
as utilities try not to spark wildfires 
during hot and windy conditions ex-
pected to last through Saturday.

Los Angeles Mayor Karen Bass, 
who has faced criticism for her city’s 
response to deadly fires in 2025, said 
she’s directed the fire department 
to deploy personnel and equipment 
ahead of the winds. The fire depart-
ment has also requested assistance 
from the state’s office of emergency 
services, she said.

“It’s a pretty widespread event of 
elevated fire weather, so the whole So-
Cal region should really be on alert,” 
said Rose Schoenfeld, a meteorologist 
with the National Weather Service.

Dry, warm and gusty northeast 
winds known as Santa Anas, which 
blow from the interior of Southern 
California toward the coast and off-
shore, are expected, with the stron-
gest winds forecast for Thursday 

afternoon through Friday afternoon.
The winds are expected to reach 

20 to 40 mph (32 to 64 kph), with 
gusts from 50 to 70 mph (80 to 113 
kph), in the San Gabriel mountains in 
Los Angeles County and the Santa 
Susana mountains, which are mostly 
in Ventura County, Schoenfeld said. 
Elevated, though brief, critical fire 
weather conditions are also forecast 
for portions of the Santa Lucia moun-
tains in San Luis Obispo County.

Dangerous conditions began earli-
er in Northern California, with some 
communities in the Sierra Nevada 
and its foothills experiencing strong 
winds, high temperatures and low 
humidity starting Wednesday night, 
the National Weather Service said.

The service issued a Red Flag 
Warning for parts of central and 
Northern California starting Thurs-
day and lasting through Friday 
morning, saying that any fires would 
spread rapidly. Such warnings are is-
sued when weather conditions create 
an increased risk of wildfires.

Pacific Gas and Electric Company 
had notified 88,000 customers in 29 
counties that it may need to proac-
tively turn power off to reduce the 
risk of winds toppling over energized 
power lines that could start a fire. The 
planned shutoffs had started for some 
customers by Wednesday night.

The potential interruption in ser-
vice to customers from the Central 
Coast to the upper corners of the Si-
erra Nevada could last through Satur-
day afternoon, the company said.

In Southern California, the Red 
Flag Warning for the mountainous 
areas in Ventura and Los Angeles 
counties will be in effect from Thurs-
day morning through Friday night.

“We are augmenting our staffing, 
positioning our people and pre-
deploying equipment ahead of this 
weather so we are ready before the 
first call comes in,” Los Angeles Fire 
Chief Jaime Moore said. “We are 
asking residents to do their part, too. 
Clear the streets, have a plan and stay 
informed.”

Harris adds stops to fi nal midterm campaign stretch

With anger spreading over Iran war, Dems hope to flip GOP seats with vets help

Two dead as flash
floods hit Istanbul

COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo-
rado, Oct 15, (AP): The doorbell 
chimed “The Star Spangled Ban-
ner” as retired Col. Lou Chris-
tensen stepped inside the large 
house on the northeastern edge of 
Colorado Springs. The registered 
Republican and 28-year Air Force 
veteran was doing something he 
never expected to do - attending a 
party for a Democratic congressio-
nal candidate.

“The legislative branch needs to 
put up guardrails from President 
Trump,” said Christensen, 70. “We 
need another branch of government 
that stands up and says, ‘Uh, boss, 
that’s not constitutional.’”

Christensen is backing Jessica 
Killin, a fellow veteran, over first-
term Republican Rep Jeff Crank 
in Colorado’s 5th Congressional 
District, a conservative stronghold 
that includes five military facili-
ties. The district is a longshot for 
Democrats but they’re investing 
money here for the first time in 
years, counting on an unpopular 
war with Iran and upheaval in the 
armed forces to put more seats in 
play as the party pushes for control 
of the US House of Representa-
tives. Democratic candidates who 
previously served in the military 
are also running in Florida, South 
Carolina and Virginia districts with 
significant veteran populations.

Although veterans hold all sorts of 
political beliefs, the population over-
all leans right - nearly 6 in 10 voted 
for Trump two years ago, according 
to AP VoteCast. Trump won Colo-
rado’s 5th by 9 percentage points 
that year, and nearly one out of ev-
ery nine people there is a veteran, 
according to federal statistics, mak-
ing it one of the most veteran-heavy 
seats in the country. The district is 
home to NORAD, Fort Carson and 
the Air Force Academy.

“I know there’s a bunch of veter-
ans in the room, so I don’t have to 
tell you where we are with foreign 
policy,” Killin told more than two 
dozen voters who gathered on a re-
cent Friday evening. “For the first 
time in history, now the global com-
munity thinks more of China than of 
the United States.”

One of the only comparable seats 
in terms of veteran population is in 
Virginia’s 2nd Congressional Dis-
trict, centered in Virginia Beach and 
similarly dotted with military bases, 
with the massive Naval Station Nor-
folk just outside its boundaries.

Unlike Colorado’s 5th, elections 
in Virginia’s 2nd have zig-zagged 
back and forth over the last decade. 
Democrat Elaine Luria, a retired Na-
val Commander who deployed to 
the Middle East and Western Pacific 
and led a unit of 400 sailors over the 
course of her military career, ousted 

a Republican incumbent in 2018. 
She held the seat for two terms be-
fore Republican Jen Kiggans, a for-
mer Navy helicopter pilot, defeated 
her in 2022.

Now Luria is back for a rematch, 
hammering Kiggans and Trump for 
the Iran war that she called “an ex-
panding economic crisis” as well 
as a geopolitical blunder. In an in-
terview, she criticized Kiggans for 
voting against resolutions intended 
to halt military action without con-

gressional approval.
Kiggans, whose 10 years of ser-

vice included two deployments to 
the Persian Gulf, said she hopes the 
war can soon be brought to a close. 
But she argued that Luria, through 
her criticism, has “chosen the side 
of Iran.”

“It’s like the Democrats are now 
siding with the Iranians and not 
standing with our military,” she said 
in an interview.

Paul Krekorian, a Navy veteran 

and retired grade school teacher in 
Virginia Beach, said he worries the 
war may become a “quagmire” for 
Trump. But he still decided to sup-
port Kiggans because Democrats 
“have gone socialist.”

Still, plenty of veterans were cast-
ing early ballots for Luria, citing 
their frustration at Trump and his 
administration.

“I think we are less safe, not just 
because of the war in Iran, but be-
cause of the leadership or the lack 
of leadership we have,” said Phyllis 
Mihalas, a self-described indepen-
dent and retired Army lieutenant 
colonel. She described Secretary of 
Defense Pete Hegseth as “an enor-
mously incompetent man whose ego 
consistently gets in the way.”

Democratic veterans are try-
ing to make that argument in other 
races for Republican-held seats. In 
South Carolina’s 1st Congressional 
District, Democrat Nancy Lacore, 
a former Navy vice admiral, is run-
ning against Republican lawyer Jen-
nifer Honeycutt. Lacore was fired by 
Hegseth last year.

In Florida’s 13th Congressional 
District, retired Army Brigadier 
Gen. Leela Gray is challenging Re-
publican Rep. Anna Paulina Luna. 
And in Florida’s 7th Congressio-
nal District, Bale Dalton, a former 
Navy Aviator and NASA chief of 
staff, is running against Ryan Eli-

jah, a Republican and local news 
anchor.

In Colorado Springs, the Republi-
can incumbent, Crank, is in his first 
term in Congress. Though his father 
and father-in-law are veterans and 
his son-in-law is currently in the 
Army, Crank has never been in the 
military.

Also:
ATLANTA: Kamala Harris is build-
ing out her final fall campaign blitz 
on behalf of other Democrats, com-
pleting a midterm schedule that by 
Election Day will have taken her to 
multiple early presidential primary 
states on Democrats’ 2028 calendar 
as the former vice president mulls 
whether to seek the White House 
again.

Spanning from Oct. 21 to Oct. 30, 
Harris’ expanded closing stretch will 
now include New Hampshire, Wis-
consin and Mississippi, along with a 
Florida virtual event, according to a 
schedule her office shared first with 
The Associated Press. Harris already 
had announced late October stops in 
Georgia and Nevada.

Harris has said in multiple recent 
interviews that she’s focused on 
helping Democrats win in Novem-
ber. But she has not ruled out anoth-
er presidential campaign after losing 
the 2024 general election to Donald 
Trump.

ISTANBUL, Oct 15, (AP): A heavy 
downpour has shut down Istanbul, 
flooded homes and roads and killed 
at least two people. Rescuers worked 
overnight to save hundreds of people 
stranded at their workplaces, while 
bystanders helped countless others.

The downpour Wednesday night 
flooded homes and businesses and 
inundated roads and underpasses, 
stranding vehicles and causing traf-
fic chaos in Turkey’s largest city.

Local media reported two deaths. 
A 14-year-old was electrocuted af-
ter stepping in a puddle at a park in 
the Fatih district, and a 34-year-old 
slipped on a sidewalk in the Sariyer 
district and hit their head.

Former US vice president Kamala Harris speaks during a special lecture ti-
tled ‘American Leadership and the Future of Alliances’ at the Asian Institute 

for Policy Studies in Seoul, South Korea on Oct 14. (AP)

Fireworks explode over police during clashes in Tirana, Albania on Oct 14, as students joined the Flamingo anti-
government movement. (AP)

Vehicles are stranded in a partially fl ooded highway during heavy rains in 
Istanbul, Turkey on Oct 14. (AP)

Clashes break out in Albania as anti-govt protests swell
Clashes between police and stu-
dent demonstrators protesting 
against Albania’s long-governing 
Socialist government broke out in 
the capital Tirana on Thursday in 
a third consecutive day of violence.

Youths hurled rocks at a police 
cordon outside the Education Min-
istry, and riot police responded with 
tear gas and water cannons. Police 
detained several demonstrators.

The clashes followed riots on 
Wednesday when protesters at-

tacked government buildings, 
banks and businesses, leaving 89 
people injured including 61 police 
offi cers, according to the Health 
Ministry.

The protests included student 
groups seeking education reforms, 
as well as others staging a broader 
anti-government movement op-
posed to a major development pro-
ject linked to US President Donald 
Trump’s son-in-law, Jared Kush-
ner.

The so-called fl amingo move-
ment is calling for the resignation 
of Prime Minister Edi Rama over al-
legations of widespread corruption. 
The movement earned the name 
after protesters used signs depict-
ing the pink bird.

A European Union delegation 
in Albania called late Wednesday 
for a proportionate response from 
authorities, expressing concern at 
“the violent escalation at the protest 
in Tirana.” (AP)

Ukraine resumes attacks on
Russian oil refi neries: offi cials
KYIV, Ukraine, Oct 15, (AP): Ukrai-
nian drones attacked a refinery in 
Russia’s Ryazan region early Thurs-
day, hours after Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy said that a 
brief truce spurned by Moscow was 
over amid deepening tensions with 
Washington.

The drone strike started a fire at 
the refinery about 300 kilometers 
(180 miles) southeast of Moscow, 
Russia’s Defense Ministry and Ry-
azan Gov. Pavel Malkov said. Rus-
sia’s Astra online news outlet post-
ed what it said was a photograph of 
the blaze.

A senior Ukrainian official who 
spoke on condition of anonymity be-
cause he wasn’t authorized to speak 
publicly confirmed that Ukraine had 
hit the refinery.

The strike could further complicate 
Kyiv’s relations with US President 
Donald Trump, which have soured 
again in recent days.

Zelenskyy was outraged by Rus-
sia’s continuing aerial bombardment 
of his country’s energy infrastructure 
in apparent defiance of Trump’s de-
mand on Sunday for both sides to 
halt those attacks. The Ukrainian 
government said that it was heeding 
the ceasefire.

Zelenskyy complained that, de-

spite going along with Trump’s de-
mand for a truce, Ukraine in recent 
days was denied the usual Western 
intelligence on Russian ballistic mis-
sile strikes and limits were placed on 
its use of US-made Starlink commu-
nication terminals. Both are vital for 
Ukrainian defenses and attack opera-
tions.

The Ukrainian leader said that his 
patience had run out. He said in an 

interview with the Financial Times 
published Thursday that Ukrainian 
attacks on Russian oil refineries 
would resume. “We’re done,” he was 
quoted as saying.

Trump made a deal with Russian 
President Vladimir Putin to import 
Russian diesel, despite internation-
al efforts to sanction Russia for its 
invasion and diplomatically isolate 
Putin.

Britain’s Prime Minister Andy Burnham says goodbye to Ukraine’s Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelenskyy after their meeting at 10 Downing Street in Lon-

don, Wednesday, Oct. 14, 2026. (AP Photo/Alastair Grant)

Europe 
Ship catches fire in Black Sea, 8 missing: Ro-
manian authorities launched search and rescue op-
erations off the Black Sea coast Thursday after a fire 
broke out on board a ship, leaving eight people miss-
ing. Four were rescued.

The cause of the fire aboard 
the San Marino-flagged Wine 
Trader, a chemical tanker 
traveling from Tunisia to Ro-
mania, was not immediately 
clear, but a recent spate of 
drone strikes on ships in the 
Black Sea has raised fears 
of Russia’s war in Ukraine 
spreading.

A “group of air targets” 
was monitored overnight near 
Ukraine’s Snake Island, and a drone briefly entered 
Romania’s airspace at 1:34 a.m. southeast of Sulina, 
before disappearing from radar, according to Roma-
nia’s Ministry of National Defense.

There were 12 people aboard the ship when the fire 
broke out 13 nautical miles (15 miles) southeast of 

the port town of Sulina, according to the Romanian 
Naval Authority.

Romania’s acting Defense Minister Radu Miruta 
said an investigation was underway but that no drone 
was seen on military radars heading toward that tank-
er. (AP)

❑     ❑     ❑

Ex-DUP leader sentenced to 15 years: Jeffrey 
Donaldson, the former leader of Northern Ireland’s 
largest unionist party, was sentenced on Thursday 
to 15 years in prison for the abuse of two girls de-
cades ago.

Donaldson, 63, was convicted in Junfe. He had de-
nied the charges.

Donaldson led the Democratic Unionist Party, 
the biggest party in favor of keeping Northern Ire-
land in the United Kingdom. He resigned as leader 
of the conservative DUP and gave up his seat in 
the House of Commons after his arrest two years 
ago.

Judge Paul Ramsey said that the ex-politician had 
undergone a “catastrophic descent into disgrace.” He 
sentenced him at Newry Crown Court to 11 years for 
offenses against one victim and four years for the 
other, to run consecutively. (AP)

Miruta
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New China-DPRK border bridge over Yalu River opens to traffi c

North Korea holds first underwater-launched missile tests in nearly three years
SEOUL, South Korea, Oct 15, 
(Agencies): North Korea performed 
its first underwater-launched mis-
sile tests in nearly three years on 
Wednesday, likely from an as-yet-
deployed submarine that it says is 
designed to launch nuclear weapons.

The high-profile tests come as 
North Korea is dialing up weapons 
demonstrations in an apparent bid 
to pressure the United States to of-
fer greater concessions if it wants a 
resumption of diplomacy.

The official Korean Central News 
Agency said Thursday the military 
tested two types of strategic cruise 
missiles in the country’s eastern 
waters. It said the tests were aimed 
at assessing the readiness of North 
Korea’s underwater combat systems 
and demonstrating the reliability of 
its nuclear deterrent.

KCNA didn’t say what launch 
platform was used. But the agency’s 
photos of the launch suggested the 

country mobilized the “Hero Kim 
Kun Ok” submarine that was un-
veiled in 2023 with great fanfare but 
drew outside skepticism about its 
claimed capabilities.

If confirmed, Wednesday’s mis-
sile launches were the first public 
weapons tests from that submarine, 
which implies North Korea began 
testing weapons systems for the ves-
sel before its deployment in what 
would be a major threat to South Ko-
rea and the US, experts say.

North Korea for years has been de-
veloping various missiles designed 
to be fired from underwater, which 
was a worrying development for its 
rivals because such launches would 
be difficult to detect in advance.

Before Wednesday’s tests, all 
North Korean underwater launches 
were made from a 2,000-ton-class 
submarine with a single launch tube. 
Many experts call it a test platform 
rather than an operational submarine 

in active service.
In September 2023, North Korea 

launched the “Hero Kim Kun Ok,” 

saying the submarine was capable of 
launching tactical nuclear weapons 
from underwater. State media photos 

showed the submarine has at least 10 
missile launch tubes in addition to its 
torpedo tubes.

At the time, many foreign experts 
were skeptical the submarine would 
work as North Korea described, saying 
it was likely a modification of an exist-
ing, aging diesel-fueled submarine.

A lack of known weapons tests 
from the submarine in the past three 
years signaled it had some technical 
issues including an ability to right it-
self. But Wednesday’s tests indicated 
North Korea had resolved those issues 
and started testing the weapons to be 
carried by the submarine, according to 
analyst Shin Jong-woo at South Ko-
rea’s Defense and Security Forum.

Also:
SHENYANG: The new China-DPRK 
Yalu River bridge officially opened 
to traffic on Thursday, with both 
sides jointly holding an opening cer-
emony on this cross-border artery.

The cable-stayed bridge over the 
Yalu River serves as a cross-bor-
der transport link between the city 
of Dandong in northeast China’s 
Liaoning Province and the city of 
Sinuiju in North Pyongan Province 
in the Democratic People’s Republic 
of Korea (DPRK).

The double-pylon and double-ca-
ble-plane bridge features a 28.5-me-
ter-wide deck designed with four lanes 
for two-way traffic, while its water 
navigation clearance is designed for 
vessels of up to the 3,000-tonne class.

The new bridge will further facili-
tate trade and people-to-people ex-
changes between the two countries, 
Chinese foreign ministry spokesper-
son Mao Ning said on Wednesday.

China and the DPRK are friendly 
neighbors connected by mountains 
and rivers, and the new bridge is 
an important facility for connectiv-
ity between the two countries, Mao 
noted at a regular press briefing.

An opening ceremony is held for a new bridge across the Yalu River, 
the border river of China and the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea 

(DPRK), on Oct 15. (Xinhua)

School roof collapse kills 29 and
injures more than 50 in Pakistan
PESHAWAR, Pakistan, Oct 15, 
(AP): The roof of a private school 
collapsed in the northwestern Paki-
stani city of Peshawar on Thurs-
day, killing at least 28 children and 
a teacher and injuring more than 50 
other people, authorities and a hospi-
tal official said.

All of the children killed or in-
jured at Al-Khair school were age 13 
or younger, Lady Reading Hospital 
spokesman Mohammad Asim said. 
Some of the injured were in critical 
condition, he said. The hospital de-
clared an emergency as medical staff 
treated the wounded.

Hours after the collapse in Pe-
shawar, the capital of Khyber Pak-
htunkhwa province, rescue officials 
said that everyone trapped beneath 
the rubble had been pulled out and 
crews were clearing the debris.

Mahwish Zaman, an injured teach-
er speaking from a hospital bed, said 
that the three-story school had an 
estimated 1,200 students enrolled 
in nursery through fifth grade. She 

told The Associated Press that she 
was in her classroom when the roof 
collapsed and felt as if the sky had 
fallen. She regained consciousness in 
the hospital.

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Gov. Faisal 
Karim Kundi expressed sorrow over 
the collapse and sought a report from 
the relevant authorities about the 
cause. He directed officials to pro-
vide the best possible medical care to 
the injured children.

According to witnesses, residents 
were among the first to reach the 
school in a congested neighborhood 
in central Peshawar. Rescue work-
ers arrived within minutes of being 
alerted, according to accounts from 
the scene.

A resident, Samiullah Khan, said 
that he rushed to the school after 
learning of the collapse and helped 
rescue three girls. Khan said his son, 
who attends the school, survived be-
cause he had stepped out of his class-
room to drink water.

A resident, Mohammad Khan, said 

that rescuers carefully removed de-
bris, trying to reach children and staff 
feared trapped beneath the collapsed 
roof. Outside the school and at the 
state-run Lady Reading Hospital, an-
guished parents sought information 
about their children, unsure whether 
they had survived.

Peshawar police chief Saeed 
Ahmed said that the school’s owner 
had been arrested. He said that the 
building was structurally weak.

The provincial government said 
that the school occupied a three-story 
building and that a committee had 
been formed to investigate the cause 
of the roof collapse.

The provincial government 
spokeswoman, Samar Haroon Bi-
lour, said that the government di-
rected hospital officials to provide 
prompt medical care to the injured 
children and praised rescue workers 
for their swift response. She said that 
the government was using all avail-
able resources to bring those trapped 
beneath the rubble to safety.

A rescue worker carries an injured child after rescuing him from the rubble of a roof collapse at a private school, 
in Peshawar, Pakistan on Oct 15. (AP)

A police offi cer walks through a hallway during a press tour of a new high-
security prison in Alajuela, Costa Rica on Oct 14. (AP)

Country to incarcerate its most dangerous criminals in H-CCOC

Costa Rica opens El Salvador’s Bukele-style mega-prison
SAN JOSÉ, Costa Rica, Oct 15, 
(AP): Costa Rica, considered for 
decades a peaceful enclave in turbu-
lent Central America, has now made 
fi ghting drug traffi cking one of its 
main goals. And it is turning to one 
of its Central American neighbors for 
inspiration in its hardline crackdown.

On Wednesday, President Laura 
Fernández inaugurated a mega-
prison that emulates the Terrorism 
Confi nement Center (CECOT) that 
has become a symbol of Salvadoran 
President Nayib Bukele’s security 
strategy.

Bukele has managed to reduce 
murders to a historic low in El Sal-
vador but faces accusations of abuses 
during the state of emergency that 
began in 2022 and has imprisoned 
more than 91,000 people.

Costa Rica is not the fi rst to turn 
its attention to the man who has pro-
claimed himself the “coolest dictator 
in the world.” Ecuador has done it. 
So have the new presidents of Peru 
and Colombia. From Honduras to the 
Southern Cone, these countries are 
joining the hardline security strategy 
also endorsed by US President Don-
ald Trump.

Now, Costa Rica says it will in-
carcerate its most dangerous crimi-
nals in the High-Containment Center 

against Organized Crime (H-CCOC), 
with a capacity for 5,100 inmates and 
a cost of $35 million. 

For decades, Costa Rica was a 
“passive” transit zone for drugs from 
South America, according to the or-
ganization Insight Crime. But with-
out an army, and with extensive jun-
gle and ports on both coasts, it began 
to attract Mexican and Colombian 
cartels.

At the end of the last decade, a new 
cargo terminal transformed the Car-
ibbean port of Limón into a storage 
and transshipment point for cocaine 
destined for Europe, according to 
the US State Department, which, in 
a 2025 report, also detected fentanyl 
distribution in the Central American 
country.

Now, the two major Mexican car-
tels, Sinaloa and Jalisco, are present 
in the country, as are the Colombian 
Clan del Golfo, the Venezuelan Tren 
de Aragua - all considered terrorist 
organizations by the United States - 
and Italian mafi as, while local cartels 
proliferate, explained Vanda Felbab-
Brown, an organized crime research-
er at the Brookings Institution.

The cartels’ interest in new routes 
and the rivalry between the two ma-
jor Mexican cartels “pushed local 
proxies to fi ght with each other and 

then drove homicides up” in Costa 
Rica, Felbab-Brown noted. Payments 
to these gangs in drugs developed lo-
cal markets that further increased 
the violence, and the authorities felt 
overwhelmed.

The alarm was raised in 2023 
when the country registered a record 
907 homicides - a fi gure that has de-
creased, but only slightly - and the 
government acknowledged that they 
were mostly due to organized crime.

Insecurity, although far from that of 
Ecuador or Mexico, became the big-
gest concern for Costa Ricans and was 
a key factor in Fernández’s election.

It was then that Fernández’s pre-
decessor, Rodrigo Chaves, sought 
out Bukele, whose success in cut-
ting down killings have led his coun-
terparts in the region to turn to him 
for inspiration on security policy. 
Chaves bestowed him with a diplo-
matic honor, and sent his security 
minister to visit the CECOT. The 
Salvadoran president, in turn, do-
nated the design for the prison to the 
Costa Rican government.

The CECOT has become a symbol 
of Bukele’s security policy and is in-
creasingly being imitated. Ecuador’s 
Daniel Noboa opened a similar pris-
on last year. Honduras planned some-
thing similar on an island, though it 

has not yet been built. And Peru’s 
Keiko Fujimori has just announced a 
trip to El Salvador in response to the 
rise in homicides and extortion.

The measures tend to be popular, 
and a large portion of the Costa Rican 
population supports the new mega-
prison.

“Many people are afraid,” said 
Carlos Ávila, a business administra-
tor. “I think it’s good that they’re 
building a prison and isolating the 
criminals.”

But it remains to be seen how 
criminal gangs and society will re-
act to Costa Rica’s new prison, said 
Felbab-Brown.

“Orchestrating mass arrests at 
the scale that we see in El Salvador 
might be both politically unpopu-
lar (in Costa Rica) and opposed and 
challenged also in terms of intelli-
gence,” she said.

Chaves opted for another tool 
against crime: in 2025, he carried out 
a constitutional reform to allow Cos-
ta Ricans to be extradited for drug 
traffi cking and terrorism offenses.

In March of this year, the fi rst ex-
traditions to the United States took 
place, including that of Celso Gam-
boa, former security minister and Su-
preme Court justice, accused of drug 
traffi cking.

Major win for Lula ahead of runoff

Brazil Senate OK’s shorter workweek
SAO PAULO, Oct 15, (AP): Bra-
zil’s Senate approved a constitutional 
amendment Wednesday to reduce the 
country’s maximum workweek from 
44 to 40 hours without a salary cut, a 
move backed by President Luiz Inácio 
Lula da Silva, who hopes it will boost 
his standing against Flávio Bolsonaro 
in the Oct. 25 presidential runoff.

Lula is expected to sign the shorter 
workweek into law next week after 
the measure passed the Senate in two 
rounds of voting with the same re-
sult: 75 to 1 out of 81 members. The 
sole vote against it came from former 
Vice President Hamilton Mourao, who 
served under President Jair Bolsonaro.

Flávio Bolsonaro, who opposed the 
initiative until early this week, voted 
for it remotely as he campaigned in 
southern Brazil. Analysts and poli-
ticians say his allies in the Senate 
stopped blocking the popular move so 
he wouldn’t be hurt in his neck-to-neck 
race against Lula.

The amendment gives businesses 14 
months to adopt the shorter workweek, 
which was a key sticking point in the 
negotiations. Many business leaders 
and lawmakers wanted the changes to 
be made gradually over 10 years.

The constitutional amendment es-
tablishes a 40-hour weekly limit and 
two rest days without reducing pay. 
More than 37 million workers could 
benefi t from the new rules, according 
to the government.

Brazil’s president was quick to cel-

ebrate the decision.
“Today is a day to celebrate a historic 

achievement for millions of workers,” 
Lula said in a statement. “This means 
having more time to live, rest, be with 
family, watch your children grow up, 
take care of yourself, and enjoy life. 
Those who work so hard to build Brazil 
also deserve to have time to live.”

Many senators chanted Lula’s name 
after the vote, while Bolsonaro sup-
porters quickly left the chamber.

“Didn’t I say this was going to 

work?” Davi Alcolumbre, the president 
of Brazil’s Senate, told a leading sena-
tor of Lula’s Workers’ Party after the 
result. He timed the decision to take 
place between the fi rst and the second 
round of the election, which benefi ts 
the incumbent.

Recent polls indicated widespread 
support for the measure, despite the 
opposition of many business owners. 
Many Bolsonaro allies said in their re-
marks they see the cost of living going 
up because of the new schedule.

Supporters of Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva, who is running 
for reelection, shout slogans during a rally ahead of the presidential runoff 

election, in Rio de Janeiro on Oct 14. (AP)

Africa
Mauritius imposes curfew: Mauritius imposed an 
overnight curfew after a police shooting fueled rare civil 
unrest on the Indian Ocean island, better known as an 
idyllic holiday destination and one of Africa’s most sta-
ble democracies.

Police said on Wednesday that the situation was under 
control and the curfew had been lifted after days of pro-
tests that intensifi ed when an offi cer shot and wounded a 
woman on Friday.

Protesters clashed with police, 
blocked roads with burning tires 
and other debris, and damaged 
public buildings, according to lo-
cal reports. Videos published by 
a Mauritian news outlet showed 
protesters fi ring what appeared to 
be fi reworks at police offi cers.

The paramilitary Special Mobile 
Force police unit was mobilized.

The curfew required everyone 
in the capital, Port Louis, and sev-
eral other towns to remain indoors from 8:30 pm Tues-
day until 6 a.m. Wednesday.

The protests began last week over water shortages and 
the cost of living but escalated after the shooting in Beau 
Bassin-Rose Hill, southwest of Port Louis.

Financial services and tourism underpin Mauritius’ 
economy. The island, known for its luxury beach re-
sorts, last experienced similar unrest in 1999, when the 
death of a popular musician in police custody sparked 
days of rioting.

The wounded woman was taken to hospital. Police 
said they had arrested one offi cer, suspended three oth-
ers and were investigating the shooting. The three were 
suspended for “failing to provide assistance to a person 
whose life was in danger,” according to a police state-
ment.

Prime Minister Navin Ramgoolam, who ordered the 
curfew, warned in a televised address Tuesday that pro-
testers involved in violence and destruction would face 

“very heavy consequences.” (AP)
❑     ❑     ❑

Killings in Cameroon spur protests: Geraldine 
Achiah, an elementary school teacher in her 30s, died 
barely two months into her marriage in September. Her 
relatives allege her husband beat her over a marital dis-
pute and demand justice in what they say is a gender-
based crime.

Her only child, Courage Abombi, 18, fondly remem-
bers her support for his dreams of becoming a mechani-
cal engineer. “My mom died an unexpected and painful 
death,” said Abombi, who had to take a university en-
trance exam a day after his mother’s burial.

Achiah, who died in September, is one of nearly 70 
women who were killed in Cameroon this year for rea-
sons related to their gender, the Ministry of Women’s 
Affairs says. That’s up from government estimates of at 
least 50 in 2023 and 67 in 2024. The rise in such killings 
has sparked protests and calls for government action as 
many of the killings remain unsolved while others go 
unreported.

Manfred Amambua, Achiah’s husband, has denied 
killing his wife, the police said. He has been charged 
with murder and is in jail awaiting trial.

Femicide - the killing of women and girls for gender-
related reasons - in Cameroon is mostly driven by eco-
nomic dependence, unequal control over family prop-
erty and lack of adequate laws in what’s widely viewed 
as a patriarchal society, activists say. The crisis refl ects 
a global pattern with an estimated 50,000 women and 
girls killed by intimate partners or relatives in 2024, UN 
data shows.

Femicide cases in Cameroon have reached a “cruel” 
and “alarming” proportion, Women’s Affairs Minis-
ter Marie-Thérèse Abena Ondoa recently told the state 
broadcaster as she promised more action from the gov-
ernment.

“The current economic situation in the country is not 
helping matters. With limited resources, many women 
tend to endure violence in their marriages, hoping that 
their men will change, which is not usually the case,” 
she added. (AP)

Ramgoolam



KUWAIT CITY, Oct 15: The Nation-
al Bank of Kuwait (NBK) announced 
the results of the monthly draw for the 
“Al Jawhara” and “Al Jawhara Junior” 
accounts during an event held at its 
headquarters and attended by bank 
officials. The draw proceedings were 
broadcast live via the Bank’s digital 
channels and social media platforms, 
underscoring its commitment to trans-
parency and the strengthening of trust 
with customers.

The event saw the announcement 
of a new group of winners under the 
“Al Jawhara” account, which contin-
ues to offer the largest savings prize 
scheme of its kind in Kuwait, fea-
turing a diverse range of draws and 
cash prizes that provide customers 
with ongoing opportunities to win 
throughout the year.

The draw results saw NBK cus-
tomer Mustafa Raheef Jaber AL-
Shemari win the “Al Jawhara” 
monthly prize of KD 125,000, while 
customers Kraidi Hadi Kraidi AL-
Ajmi,Hanan Saoud Bader AL-Bad-
er, Mona Mousa Abdo, and Moudhi 
Sofian Saud AL-Deweesh won the 
weekly draw prizes of KD 20,000 
each.

During the event, the monthly 

draw for the “Al-Jawhara Junior” 
account was also held, announcing 
seven winners: Razan Mohammad 
Hashem AL-Saffar, Hanan Hasan 
Abdulhadi Qasem AL-Sarraf, and 
Badriyah Nawwaf Yousef AL-
Mnaifieach received a cash prize 
of KD 1,000, while Abdalwahab 
Jameel Abdalrasoul Abdalrasoul, 
Narjes Ali Ahmad AL-Shammaa, 
Salwa Ahmad Hussain AL-Saleh, 
and Lana Hamad Eissa AL-Hamad 
each won a cash prize of KD 500.

All procedures were conducted in 
the presence and under the super-
vision of representatives from the 

global auditing firms Deloitte and 
Grant Thornton, ensuring the highest 
levels of transparency, impartiality, 
and equal opportunity for all partici-
pants.

On this occasion, Hisham Al-
Nusif, Chief, Consumer Banking at 
the National Bank of Kuwait, com-
mented: “The Al-Jawhara account 
continues to achieve successive suc-
cesses thanks to the added value it 
offers customers. By combining the 
benefits of saving with the chance 
to win rewarding cash prizes, it has 
become a preferred choice for a wide 
segment of customers seeking sav-

ings solutions that are both innova-
tive and rewarding”.

Al-Nusif added: “We focus on 
delivering a comprehensive banking 
experience that aligns with custom-
ers’ aspirations and supports their 
financial goals. Therefore, we con-
tinuously enhance our savings prod-
ucts and offer programs that provide 
genuine rewards, while maintaining 
an unwavering commitment to the 
highest standards of integrity and 
transparency in all prize draws”.

Al-Nusif noted that the contin-
ued popularity of the “Al-Jawhara” 
account reflects the immense trust 
that customers place in NBK and its 
services, further emphasizing that 
the account fosters a culture of sav-
ing and offers customers exceptional 
opportunities to win, all within a so-
phisticated banking experience.

The “Al-Jawhara” account offers 
customers the chance to win cash 
prizes throughout the year, including 
weekly and monthly draws, a grand 
prize of KD 1 million (drawn three 
times annually), and “Al-Jawhara 
Junior” prizes. With a total annual 
prize pool of KD 5 million, it stands 
as the largest prize draw program of 
its kind in Kuwait.
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Oil price up 16 cents to $106.23 pb
KUWAIT CITY, Oct 15, (KUNA): The 
price of Kuwaiti oil went up 16 cents to USD 
106.23 per barrel (pb) in Wednesday’s trad-
ing, compared to USD 106.07 pb on Tues-
day, Kuwait Petroleum Corporation (KPC) 

said Thursday.
On global markets, Brent crude rose 37 

cents to USD 106.06 pb, while US West 
Texas Intermediate increased 95 cents to 
USD 95.09 pb.

Mustafa Al-Shemari wins the KD 125,000 prize

National Bank of Kuwait announces 12 new winners in the
monthly draw for ‘Al Jawhara’ and ‘Al Jawhara Junior’ accounts

Hisham Al-Nusif

Photos during the draw.

■ Al-Nusif: The “Al Jawhara” 
combines the benefi ts of 
saving with opportunities 
to win rewarding cash 
prizes.

■ We focus on delivering 
a comprehensive bank-
ing experience that aligns 
with customers’ aspira-
tions and supports their 
fi nancial goals.

Critical minerals offer Africa growth chance

MENA to rebound 6.6% in 2027

Empowering Kuwait’s banking sector

Africa resilient, but aid cuts raise risks: IMF

Bangkok protests target IMF, World Bank meetings

IMF sees Mideast oil exporters contracting in 2026
Kuwait, World Bank discuss 
skills and capacity building

KIBS launches 2026–2027 
Annual Training Calendar

BANGKOK, Oct 15, (AP): African economies 
have managed to weather fairly well the energy 
crisis brought on by the Iran war, but a decline 
in aid has left the continent vulnerable to future 
shocks, the head of the International Monetary 
Fund’s Africa department said Thursday. 

The IMF forecasts growth in Africa at 4.5% this 
year, slightly higher than its earlier estimate, re-
covering to 5% in 2027. But development assis-
tance for the continent fell sharply last year and 
is forecast to fall another 12% this year, Zeine 
Zeidane said at a meeting of the IMF and World 
Bank in Bangkok. 

“That leaves the region with little room to ab-
sorb another shock. Renewed disruption to energy 
supplies, a sharp increase in global risk aversion, 
or a strong El Nino could all intensify pressures,” 
he told reporters. 

Persisting conflict and insecurity are other drags 
on the regional economy, posing a threat to food 
security in some regions.

“Overall risks remain firmly tilted to the down-
side and the challenges are significant, but so is 
the region’s ability to adapt and move forward,” 
Zeidane said. 

Many African nations have enacted reforms to 
improve their economic resilience, and some are 
benefiting from surging prices for their exports of 

critical minerals used in advanced technologies 
such as artificial intelligence. 

The IMF has urged those countries to use those 
windfalls wisely and adopt AI to improve their 
competitiveness. 

Some African finance ministers attending the 
Bangkok meetings outlined strategies for fostering 
job creation and sustainable growth.

Mariama Cire Sylla, the minister of Economy, 
Finance and Budget for the Republic of Guinea, 
said a railway project linking mines in Simandou 
to the coast was part of a long-term economic 
transformation program. 

Guinea has rich mineral resources, but half its 
people live in poverty. The government is bank-
ing on the Simandou iron ore project to boost the 
economy.

“How can we leverage mining to really develop 
other sectors and diversify the economy,” Sylla 
said. “It’s really critical because financial resourc-
es are scarce. We need to create enclaves of invest-
ment. We need to create growth poles.” 

Ensuring African countries benefit more from 
their valuable strategic resources such as gold, co-
balt and copper is vital, said Aboubakar Nacanabo, 
finance minister of Burkina Faso.

Burkina Faso, a major gold exporter, has opened 

its first gold refinery as its military-led government 
seeks greater economic sovereignty after severing 
ties with traditional Western partners.

Governments across West Africa have been 
moving to reclaim control over their natural re-
sources by rewriting mining codes, banning ex-
ports of raw produce and boosting government 
ownership. Guinea and Ghana recently restricted 
gold exports. Mali said it was building a gold re-
finery together with Russia’s Yadran Group and 
Ivory Coast has announced it will open one next 
year.

“The first step is to create the value chain,” 
Nacanabo said, “to create opportunity for our 
youth.” 

The long-term impacts of AI on African econo-
mies, both direct and indirect, remain to be seen. 
But in the coming decade, the IMF estimates that 
“adoption, adaptation and scaling of AI” could in-
crease economic growth by more than 4% over 10 
years, Zeidane said.

“So, it’s not only about who benefits from 
AI, but the use of AI can actually make a big 
difference and in particular in sectors like agri-
culture where you have low productivity today, 
low yields compared to international yields, but 
also in education, health, government services,” 
he said.

BANGKOK, Oct 15, (AP): Dozens of people 
marched in Bangkok on Thursday, seeking to 
draw the attention of world financial leaders to 
poverty, pollution and other grievances during a 
meeting of the International Monetary Fund and 
World Bank.

Protesters, some wearing masks of U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump, IMF chief Kristalina Geor-
gieva and other leaders, dragged a float of a big 
pink pig with dollar signs for eyes toward the 
venue, briefly blocking traffic near the rigorous-
ly guarded convention center where more than 
15,000 officials and experts were gathered for the 
IMF’s autumn meeting. 

The protesters were also demonstrating against 
financial institutions and against what they said 
were the “vile abuses” of the Thai government and 
financial institutions.

“Our country is facing a crisis of household 
debt. Our people are growing poorer. Our envi-
ronment is deteriorating. Climate disasters are 
intensifying,” the People’s Network Against the 
World Bank and IMF said in a written declara-
tion. 

Thailand has used the meetings as an opportu-
nity to showcase its capital city, where luxury ho-
tels and other trappings of extreme wealth contrast 
with shantytowns, fetid canals and people sleeping 
rough along major thoroughfares. 

Recent severe floods have wrecked crops and 
damaged millions of homes and businesses, add-
ing to the hardships for many Thais.

Apart from a minor scuffle with police on a pe-
destrian bridge, the peaceful protesters marched 
from the nearby Khlong Toei slum toward the 
convention center and then disbanded.

Growing inequality and the challenges posed by 
climate-related disasters and war are among the 
many problems leaders are discussing during their 
weeklong meetings.

Thailand is among many low- and middle-in-

come countries, especially net energy importers, 
that have struggled as the Iran war has pushed oil 
prices past $100 a barrel for much of this year. It 
also is the most income-unequal country in the re-
gion, according to the World Bank. 

In its latest forecasts, the IMF has warned that 
rising prices and debt are worsening inequality in 
many of its 191 member economies.

In Asia, regional economic growth is projected 
to slow to 4.8% this year from 5% in 2025, and 

then to 4.4% in 2027, dragged lower by the back-
to-back shocks of the pandemic, the Ukraine war, 
the Iran war and higher tariffs and other trade bar-
riers, IMF economists say.

The IMF chief and other top economic experts 
have emphasized the need for countries, including 
Thailand, to ensure they control debt by focusing 
their government spending on helping their most 
vulnerable people with targeted and temporary as-
sistance.

KUALA LUMPUR, Oct 15, (KUNA): The In-
ternational Monetary Fund (IMF) expects oil-
exporting economies directly affected by energy 
and trade disruptions stemming from the war in 
the Middle East to contract significantly in 2026 
before rebounding in 2027 as production and trade 
gradually normalize.

Speaking at a press conference during the IMF 
and World Bank Group Annual Meetings in Bang-
kok, IMF Middle East and Central Asia Depart-
ment Director Jihad Azour said higher oil prices 

offered some support to fiscal and external posi-
tions, but output would remain below pre-war 
medium-term projections.

The IMF projects the economies of the Middle 
East, North Africa and Pakistan to contract by 1.3 
percent in 2026, following growth of 3.3 percent 
in 2025, before expanding by 6.6 percent in 2027.

Azour said oil-importing economies had shown 
resilience, supported by remittances, tourism rev-
enues and government measures, while warning that 
prolonged conflict and disruptions to energy produc-

tion, shipping routes and critical infrastructure posed 
major risks to regional growth and inflation.

He called for prioritizing price stability and 
fiscal sustainability, rebuilding financial buffers, 
providing targeted temporary cash assistance and 
strengthening trade diversification and regional 
integration.

The IMF and World Bank Group Annual Meet-
ings are being held in Bangkok from October 12 
to 18, with participation from Kuwait and other 
countries.

KUWAIT CITY, Oct 15, (KUNA): 
Minister of Finance Dr. Yaqoub 
Al-Refaei met on Wednesday with 
senior officials from international 
financial institutions on the sidelines 
of the annual meetings of the Boards 
of Governors of the World Bank 
Group and the International Mon-
etary Fund (IMF), held in Bangkok 
from October 12 to 18.

The Ministry of Finance said in a 
statement that Al-Refaei met World 
Bank Vice President for the Middle 
East, North Africa, Afghanistan and 
Pakistan, Ousmane Dione, to dis-
cuss ways to strengthen cooperation 
in developing national workforce 
skills, building capacities and pro-
viding technical and advisory sup-
port.

Al-Refaei stressed the importance 
of increasing the recruitment of Ku-
waitis at the World Bank, both at its 
headquarters and its affiliated of-
fices.

The meeting also highlighted talks 
held on the sidelines of the 81st UN 
General Assembly in New York 
between His Highness the Crown 
Prince Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah, representing His 
Highness the Amir, and World Bank 

Group President Ajay Banga. 
Both sides underscored the impor-

tance of building on the discussions 
and following up on areas of coop-
eration.

Al-Refaei also met the Managing 
Director of the Multilateral Invest-
ment Guarantee Agency (MIGA), 
Tsutomu Yamamoto, to discuss 
strengthening cooperation and ex-
panding guarantee services and in-
surance against geopolitical risks.

The talks addressed MIGA’s role 
in encouraging Kuwaiti banks and 
companies to expand investments in 
emerging and developing markets, 
as well as opportunities to broaden 
partnerships with Kuwaiti financial 
institutions, particularly in trade fi-
nance guarantees and enhancing fi-
nancing capacity.

Al-Refaei emphasized the impor-
tance of expanding MIGA’s role in 
providing guarantees and suitable 
financial solutions for Kuwaiti in-
vestors to boost their confidence and 
diversify investments across interna-
tional markets.

World Bank Group Executive 
Director Abdulaziz Al-Mulla and 
several Ministry of Finance officials 
attended the meetings.

KUWAIT CITY, Oct 15: The 
Kuwait Institute of Banking Stud-
ies (KIBS) announced the launch 
of the 2026–2027 KIBS Annual 
Training Calendar, designed to 
support the continuous develop-
ment of professionals and institu-
tions across Kuwait’s banking and 
financial sector.

Developed in alignment with 
the evolving needs of the bank-
ing and financial industry, the 
new calendar provides a compre-
hensive portfolio of training and 
development opportunities aimed 
at strengthening professional ca-
pabilities, enhancing technical 
expertise, developing leadership 
skills, and preparing the workforce 
to meet emerging industry require-
ments.

As part of its comprehensive ap-
proach to learning and professional 
development, KIBS has developed 
a structured Learning Framework 
designed to address the evolving 
needs of the banking and financial 
sector, support workforce develop-
ment, and strengthen institutional 
readiness for the future.

The KIBS Learning Ecosystem 
is built around three drivers: En-
able, Protect, and Grow, creating 
structured learning pathways that 
extend from foundational capabili-
ties to specialized and advanced 
professional development, and 
prepare professionals for Senior 
leadership responsibilities. 

KIBS continues to strengthen its 
partnerships and relationships with 
international accreditation bodies 
and integrate international stan-
dards into its programs and cur-
ricula, supporting the delivery of 
globally competitive learning and 
training experiences. The Institute 
also continues to provide a range 

of specialized professional certifi-
cation programs that combine aca-
demic knowledge with practical 
application, aiming to equip pro-
fessionals with recognized quali-
fications and practical expertise 
aligned with the evolving require-
ments of the banking and financial 
sector. Through these offerings, 
KIBS provides structured and in-
tegrated learning pathways that 
enable professionals to develop 
their capabilities in line with their 
career stages and learning needs, 
supporting continuous profession-
al development and contributing to 
preparing a banking and financial 
workforce that is better equipped 
for the future.

The 2026–2027 calendar offers 
a diverse range of learning for-
mats designed to accommodate the 
changing needs of professionals 
and organizations. These include 
in-person training, virtual training, 
dual delivery, hybrid programs, 
and on-demand e-learning, provid-
ing greater flexibility and acces-
sibility while maintaining quality 
and engagement. 

With more than 50 years of ex-
perience, KIBS continues to play 
a key role in developing Kuwait’s 
banking and financial sectors 
through training, professional cer-
tifications, executive development, 
e-learning, assessments, and re-
search. Its comprehensive learning 
ecosystem is designed to support 
professionals at different stages of 
their careers and contribute to the 
long-term resilience and competi-
tiveness of the sector.

The 2026–2027 KIBS Annual 
Training Calendar is available 
through the KIBS websitewww.
kibs.edu.kw.

For inquiries:Cs@kibs.edu.kw

Protesters march to a meeting venue during a demonstration against International Monetary Fund 
and the World Bank Group  in Bangkok, Thailand, Thursday, Oct. 15, 2026. (AP Photo/Sakchai 

Lalit)
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Participated in GCC–Asia Economic Forum on the sidelines of 2026 IMF-World Bank Annual Meetings

Al-Marzouq: GCC and Asia poised to build a stronger economic 
corridor backed by banking, investment and digital connectivity
KUWAIT CITY, Oct 15: Chairman 
of the Kuwait Banking Association 
(KBA), and Chairman of Kuwait Fi-
nance House Group (KFH Group), 
Hamad Abdulmohsen Al-Marzouq, 
emphasized the growing strategic 
importance of GCC-Asia relations 
and the pivotal role of the banking 
sector in strengthening economic 
integration between the two regions. 
He made these remarks in his open-
ing address at the GCC-Asia Eco-
nomic Forum: Banking, Investment 
and Digital Infrastructure, held in 
Bangkok on the sidelines of the 2026 
IMF–World Bank Annual Meetings.

The forum was attended by a distin-
guished group of officials, including 
H.E. Jasem Mohamed Al-Budaiwi, Sec-
retary General of the Cooperation Coun-
cil for the Arab States of the Gulf, H.E. 
Dr. Yaqoub Yousef Al-Refaei, Minister 
of Finance of the State of Kuwait, H.E. 
Suphajee Suthumpun, Deputy Prime 
Minister & Minister of Commerce of 
the Kingdom of Thailand, H.E. Basel 
Ahmed Al Haron, Governor, Central 
bank of Kuwait; and their Excellencies, 
the Governors and Ambassadors of the 
GCC Member States, together with in-
dustry leaders, bank executives, asset 
managers, and technology innovators 
from across the GCC and Asia.

In his remarks, Al-Marzouq em-
phasized that the long-standing rela-
tionship between the GCC and Asia 

continues to evolve into deeper part-
nerships that drive investment, trade, 
and economic growth. He noted that 
both regions are increasingly contrib-
uting to global stability and resilience 
while adapting to ongoing economic 
challenges.

Highlighting the strength of eco-
nomic ties between the two regions, 
Al-Marzouq noted that, according to 
GCC-Stat, total GCC merchandise 
trade reached approximately US$1.59 
trillion in 2024. China, India, Japan and 

South Korea accounted for approxi-
mately US$659 billion of that trade. 
China was the GCC’s largest trading 
partner at approximately US$299 bil-
lion, followed by India at US$158 
billion, Japan at US$114 billion, and 
South Korea at US$88 billion. Collec-
tively, these four Asian economies rep-
resented around 41.5% of the GCC’s 
total external merchandise trade in 
2024.

He stressed that the GCC’s relation-
ship with Asia remains a strategic pri-

ority, supported by growing trade vol-
umes, increasing investment flows, and 
the active role of financial institutions 
in financing large-scale infrastructure, 
energy, and connectivity projects that 
will underpin future economic growth.

Al-Marzouq also highlighted the 
strength of the GCC banking sector, 
noting that GCC-Stat reported total 
assets of commercial banks across the 
GCC at approximately US$3.9 trillion 
in 2025, while net foreign assets stood 
at approximately US$837 billion. 

These figures, he said, demonstrate the 
significant capacity available to sup-
port trade, investment, and financial 
connectivity with Asian markets.

He further noted that GCC financial 
institutions benefit from strong balance 
sheets, sound regulatory frameworks, 
and high levels of liquidity, positioning 
them to act as key catalysts in advanc-
ing the GCC–Asia partnership through 
support for cross-border investment, 
trade finance, and financial innovation.

Discussing the complementary 

strengths of both regions, Al-Marzouq 
stated that Asia offers significant op-
portunities in technology and infra-
structure, while the GCC contributes 
long-term capital, strong risk manage-
ment capabilities, and global expertise 
in Islamic finance. Together, these 
strengths create substantial opportuni-
ties to promote cross-border growth, 
unlock new investments, and generate 
shared prosperity.

Looking ahead, Al-Marzouq empha-
sized that the objective extends beyond 
facilitating individual transactions to-
ward building long-term partnerships. 
He stressed the need for enhanced 
collaboration across financial sectors, 
including project financing, expansion 
of sukuk markets, support for new in-
vestment opportunities, and develop-
ment of digital systems that strengthen 
economic connectivity.

He added that combining the GCC’s 
strong capital base with Asia’s techno-
logical innovation can help establish 
a seamless economic corridor that 
encourages investment, drives innova-
tion, and supports sustainable growth 
across both regions.

Concluding his remarks, Al-Mar-
zouq noted that the gathering of lead-
ers and decision-makers at the forum 
provides a valuable opportunity to 
deepen cooperation, increase invest-
ment, and create lasting economic ben-
efits for both the GCC and Asia.

Al-Marzouq and Alshamlan in a group photo with the forum participants.

KFH participated in GCC-Asia Economic Forum in Bangkok at the IMF Meetings

Alshamlan: GCC-Asia banking cooperation has moved beyond 
dialogue to tangible partnerships and growth opportunities

KUWAIT CITY, Oct 15: Kuwait Fi-
nance House (KFH) Group Chief 
Executive Officer, Khaled Yousef 
Alshamlan, participated in the GCC–
Asia Economic Forum in a panel 
discussion titled “Core Banking and 
Balance Sheet Partnerships”held at the 
United Nations Conference Centre in 
Bangkok, Thailand at the 2026 IMF–
World Bank Annual Meetings.

During his participation, Alshamlan 
affirmed that banking cooperation be-
tween the GCC and Asia has evolved 
into a tangible reality driven by suc-
cessful partnerships, expanding trade 
flows, growing capital market con-
nectivity, and increasing demand for 
Sharia-compliant financing solutions.

Strong Evidence of GCC-Asia 
Banking Integration

Alshamlan highlighted KFH’s ex-
perience as a leading example of the 
growing financial integration between 
the two regions. He said that KFH’s 
successful issuance of a US$1 billion 
five-year sukuk in January 2026 stands 
as a clear example of effective GCC-
Asia banking cooperation.

He noted that leading Asian financial 
institutions, including Bank of China 
and Mizuho, participated as Joint Lead 
Managers alongside Gulf-based insti-
tutions. The issuance attracted strong 
investor demand from both Asia and 
the Middle East and was more than 
twice oversubscribed, reflecting grow-
ing appetite for cross-border Islamic 
capital market opportunities.

“The sukuk not only enabled KFH 
to diversify its funding sources, but 
also provided Asian institutions with 
greater access to international Islamic 
capital markets. This demonstrates that 
GCC-Asia capital market integration is 
already a reality,” he said.

Strategic Expansion Strengthen-
ing Growth

Addressing KFH’s international 
growth strategy, Alshamlan explained 
that the Group’s overseas expansion 
has been guided by the Board’s vision 
to be in the top 100 banks Worldwide, 
while building a more diversified and 
resilient financial group.

He highlighted the strategic acqui-
sition of formerly Ahli United Bank- 
Bahrain, which significantly expanded 
KFH’s international footprint across 
10 countries, including Bahrain, Tur-
key, Germany, the United Kingdom 
and Egypt.

“The acquisition has strengthened 
the balance between corporate and 
retail banking activities, diversified in-
come sources beyond the GCC region, 
reduced concentration risk, and en-
hanced earnings resilience,” Alsham-
lan said.

He added that KFH’s market capi-

talization has reached approximately 
US$50 billion, while the Group con-
tinues to deliver strong financial per-
formance be recording the highest net 
profit in the Kuwaiti banking sector 
and all listed companies in Boursa Ku-
wait.

Sharia Governance Facilitates In-
ternational Growth

Alshamlan stressed that varying 
Sharia governance frameworks across 
jurisdictions do not represent a barrier to 
deeper GCC-Asia financial integration.

“Sharia governance is an integral 
component of our operating model. 
KFH has successfully operated for 
many years across diverse regulatory 
environments, including the United 
Kingdom, Germany, Egypt and Tur-
key,” he said.

He explained that AAOIFI and IFSB 
help establish internationally recog-
nized Sharia standards. Combined with 
KFH Group’s extensive experience in 

converting conventional banking op-
erations into Islamic banking models, 
these frameworks have enabled the 
Group to successfully operate across 
diverse regulatory environments and 
effectively navigate cross-border regu-
latory requirements.

Alshamlan also pointed to the grow-
ing global significance of Islamic fi-
nance, where total industry assets ex-
ceeded US$4.3 trillion in 2024 and are 
expected to reach US$6.9 trillion by 
2029, while the GCC region accounts 
for nearly 40% of global Islamic bank-
ing assets.

Expanding Opportunities Be-
tween Gulf and Asian Markets

Commenting on future coopera-
tion opportunities, Alshamlan noted 
that trade between the GCC and Asia 
exceeds US$516 billion annually, un-
derlining the importance of stronger 
banking partnerships.

He explained that Asian banks 
provide access to fast-growing trade 
flows, manufacturing ecosystems and 
supply-chain financing opportunities, 
while Gulf banks offer attractive re-
gional investment opportunities, deep 
local market knowledge and growing 

capital markets.
“The economic linkages between 

the two regions continue to strengthen. 
Chinese bank financing to Gulf mar-
kets has increased significantly in re-
cent years, while remittance and trade 
corridors remain key drivers of finan-
cial cooperation,” he said.

Building a Gateway for Islamic 
Finance

Alshamlan emphasized that creat-
ing a genuine Islamic finance gateway 
requires more than facilitating capital 
flows. It requires two-way market ac-
cess that enables clients on both sides 
to access investment opportunities, 
financing solutions and institutional 
investor bases.

He noted that sukuk markets can 
serve as a strategic bridge linking 
Asian sovereign and corporate issuers 
with Gulf investors, while simultane-
ously connecting Gulf issuers with 
large pools of Asian capital.

“KFH’s international network 
uniquely positions the Group to con-
nect GCC businesses with Asian 
suppliers and growth opportunities 
through efficient cross-border banking 
and financing solutions,” he said.

Advancing Liquidity Connectivity
On the prospect of linking regional 

payment and liquidity systems across 
the GCC and Asia, Alshamlan de-
scribed a coordinated liquidity net-
work as a realistic next step.

He explained that enhanced connec-
tivity would facilitate trade, improve 
cross-border capital flows, reduce 
transaction costs and strengthen re-
gional financial stability.

As an example, he highlighted the 
success of the AFAQ payment system, 
which connects all six GCC central 
banks and dozens of participating fi-
nancial institutions, providing a strong 
foundation.

Sovereign Sukuk Law Opens New 
Opportunities

Alshamlan welcomed Kuwait’s 
sovereign sukuk law, describing it as 
a significant development for both 
domestic capital markets and regional 
financial cooperation.

He said the framework will support 
funding diversification, establish a sov-
ereign benchmark yield curve, improve 
pricing transparency, enhance market 
liquidity and create additional Sharia-
compliant investment opportunities for 
investors across the GCC and Asia.

“It will support cross-border invest-
ment flows and strengthen liquidity 
management capabilities within the 
Islamic finance ecosystem,” he added.

Measuring Success Through Real 
Economic Outcomes

Looking ahead, Alshamlan said the suc-
cess of GCC-Asia banking cooperation 
should ultimately be measured through 
tangible economic outcomes rather than 
the number of agreements signed.

“In five years, I would like to see 
stronger trade volumes, deeper finan-
cial relationships and greater levels of 
joint financing activity between Gulf 
and Asian banks,” he said.

He indicated that Asian markets are 
growing fast and Gulf Asia Trade is 
over $516 Billion a year. 

Alshamlan noted that the GCC’s 
estimated US$1.7 trillion infrastruc-
ture pipeline through 2030 presents 
substantial opportunities for collabora-
tion in sectors such as energy, logistics, 
transportation, digital infrastructure 
and data centers.

“The true measure of success will be 
an increase in jointly financed projects, 
stronger capital market connectivity 
and deeper economic integration be-
tween the GCC and Asia,” Alshamlan 
concluded.Hamad Al-Marzouq and Khaled Alshamlan with the Kuwait Finance House delegation participating in the International Monetary Fund meetings.

Khaled Alshamlan participating in the forum.

Hamad Al-Marzouq speaking.

Khaled Alshamlan

Hamad Al-Marzouq

■ KFH's $1 billion Sukuk demonstrates strong GCC-Asia 
capital market integration
■ International expansion strengthened KFH's resilience 
and diversified income sources
■ Islamic finance governance supports cross-border growth
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Dedicated drive-through service opens for senior citizens and people with disabilities in Jahra

Al-Qasr Citizen Service Center opens with Warba Bank support
KUWAIT CITY, Oct 15: A dedicated 
drive-through service for senior citi-
zens and people with disabilities was 
inaugurated at the Al-Qasr Citizen 
Service Center in Jahra Governo-
rate, under the patronage of Gover-
nor Hamad Jassim Al-Habashi. The 
opening was attended by Ahmed 
Faisal Al-Qatami, Chief Retail 
Banking Offi cer at Warba Bank, 
alongside offi cials and representa-
tives of participating entities.

The service allows eligible visi-
tors to complete offi cial transactions 
from their vehicles, providing great-
er accessibility and convenience. 
The initiative refl ects cooperation 
between government entities and 
private institutions to improve pub-
lic services for senior citizens and 
people with disabilities.

Warba Bank: A Partner in Com-
munity Services

Warba Bank supports the initiative 
as an offi cial sponsor of the center, 
contributing services, equipment, 
and logistical support to improve 
operations and enhance the visitor 
experience.

The sponsorship forms part of 
Warba Bank’s corporate social re-
sponsibility strategy, supporting 
initiatives that improve accessibility 
and quality of life, particularly for 
senior citizens and people with dis-
abilities.

Governor of Jahra Highlights 
Importance of Accessible Public 
Services

On this occasion, Hamad Jas-
sim Al-Habashi, Governor of Jahra, 
expressed his appreciation for the 
collective efforts behind launching 
the dedicated service at the Al-Qasr 
Center, emphasizing that serving 
senior citizens and individuals with 
disabilities is a national and social 
responsibility aimed at providing 
comfort and seamless service deliv-
ery:

“Developing government and 
community facilities must address 
the diverse needs of all citizens, 
giving particular priority to senior 
citizens and people with disabilities 
in recognition of their standing in 
society. We commend the continued 
cooperation between public agencies 
and private institutions in support-
ing initiatives that benefi t the com-

munity.”
Al-Habashi added: “Providing tai-

lored services refl ects our commit-
ment to meeting citizens’ everyday 
needs and ensuring that everyone 
can access public services in a com-
fortable and convenient environ-
ment.”

The Governor commended War-
ba Bank’s sponsorship and its con-
tribution to the center’s operations, 
noting that cooperation between 
public and private institutions can 
help improve services and benefit 
the community.

Al-Qatami: Supporting Senior 

Citizens and People with Disabili-
ties Is a Key Part of Our Social Re-
sponsibility

Commenting on the opening, 
Ahmed Faisal Al-Qatami, Chief Re-
tail Banking Offi cer at Warba Bank, 
stated:

“Warba Bank is proud to par-

ticipate in launching this special-
ized service at the Al-Qasr Citizen 
Service Center. This initiative is an 
example of effective cooperation be-
tween the public and private sectors 
to provide more accessible and effi -
cient services.”

Al-Qatami added: “At Warba 

Bank, we believe social responsi-
bility extends beyond conventional 
initiatives to direct engagement in 
projects that make a practical dif-
ference in people’s lives. Our spon-
sorship of the center, including the 
provision of equipment and sup-
port services, aims to make trans-
actions easier and more convenient 
for visitors.”

Al-Qatami emphasized that pri-
oritizing senior citizens and indi-
viduals with disabilities recognizes 
their contributions to society while 
refl ecting Kuwait’s core values of 
solidarity and respect. He affi rmed 
that Warba Bank remains committed 
to advancing specialized initiatives 
aligned with its CSR and sustainabil-
ity framework, acting as a national 
fi nancial institution actively engaged 
in social welfare.

Improving Accessibility and 
Convenience

The dedicated drive-through 
service at Al-Qasr Citizen Service 
Center allows senior citizens and 
people with disabilities to complete 
offi cial transactions without leaving 
their vehicles, reducing physical ef-
fort and making the process more 
convenient.

The initiative supports efforts to 
improve accessibility and service de-
livery at government facilities across 
Jahra Governorate.

Partnership Driving Sustain-
able Social Impact

Warba Bank said its participation 
refl ects its continued commitment 
to supporting community initiatives 
that improve public services and 
contribute to the well-being of dif-
ferent segments of society, in line 
with its brand promise, “Own the 
Future.”

About Warba Bank:
Warba Bank has achieved sig-

nifi cant milestones over a relatively 
short period, establishing a leading 
position in Islamic digital banking. 
With one of the largest shareholder 
bases among local banks, Warba 
Bank maintains close ties with dif-
ferent segments of Kuwaiti society. 
The bank continues to strengthen its 
position as a trusted banking partner, 
combining innovation and social re-
sponsibility in the delivery of fi nan-
cial products and services.

Cook rejects Nov. 5 hearing

The number of Americans filing for jobless aid 
remains at historically low levels below 200,000

US election campaigns serve up a political food fight

WASHINGTON, Oct 15, (AP): U.S. applications for unemployment benefi ts 
inched up last week as layoffs remain historically low and most American 
workers enjoy job security.

Initial jobless claims for the week ending October 10 ticked up by 1,000 
to 199,000 from the week before, the Labor Department said Thursday. The 
four-week average of claims, which smooths out week-to-week volatility, rose 
by 250 to 198,500.

Claims for jobless benefi ts are a proxy for layoffs, and economists watch 
them closely because they can provide signs of where the job market is head-
ed. So far this year, claims have remained at a historically low level below 
220,000.

The weekly report continues to suggest that most companies are confi dent 

enough in the economy and their sales to hold onto their workers. At the same 
time, hiring has been sluggish, resulting in a “low-hire, low-fi re” job market. 
Last month, the unemployment rate ticked up to a still-low 4.2%. 

Earlier this month the government said that businesses and other employers 
added just 29,000 jobs in September, down from 133,000 in August and below 
what economists had forecast. 

Yet with population growth slowing and immigration into the United States 
dropping, the economy doesn’t need to generate as many jobs every month to 
keep the unemployment rate low.

Despite a broadly healthy labor market, there are concerns that higher bor-
rowing costs and persistent infl ation caused by rising energy prices could 
cause businesses to slash jobs to reduce costs.

WASHINGTON, Oct 15, (AP): In the midterm 
elections, meat is on the menu.

As Democrats and Republicans argue over high 
prices and the Iran war, they’re also having a food 
fi ght over who’s the most red-blooded carnivore.

The latest example came this week in Missis-
sippi, where Democratic Senate candidate Scott 
Colom released a video with a snippet of Republi-
can Sen. Cindy Hyde-Smith saying that if consum-
ers are upset over high beef prices, “you know you 
have so many proteins to choose from.”

The video cuts to a man grilling burgers who 
says, “Pick another protein? I’d rather pick anoth-
er senator instead.”

The Mississippi race is somewhat unusual be-
cause it’s the Democrat hammering the Repub-
lican over beef. Elsewhere, Republicans have 
branded Democrats as vegans or otherwise op-
posed to meat, trying to show that they’re cultur-
ally out of step with voters, hostile to local cattle 

industries or just not manly enough. 
In Texas, Republicans seized on an old inter-

view in which Democratic Senate nominee James 
Talarico boasted that his campaign, then for the 
Texas statehouse, was going vegan. Talarico has 
since been publicly scarfi ng down barbecue to re-
but allegations that his dietary choices mean he’s 
not a real Texan. 

In Colorado, Republicans have gone after Demo-
cratic congressional candidate Manny Rutinel for his 
activism against meat production and factory farm-
ing. In college, he was photographed shirtless with 
a banner for the People for the Ethical Treatment of 
Animals around his chest. In 2021, Rutinel founded 
Climate Refarm, which advocated for cutting down 
on the use of meat and has signed onto letters ad-
vocating for raising taxes on meat and dairy. He 
also supported a 2024 ballot measure to ban a lamb 
slaughterhouse in Denver, which failed.

Rutinel, 31, is now running against Republican Rep. 

Gabe Evans in Colorado’s 8th district, which includes 
a vast swath of the northeastern part of the state dotted 
with ranches, dairy farms and meat processing facilities, 
including the headquarters of beef production titan JBS 
Swift. Republicans have hammered Rutinel over advo-
cating veganism, to the point that the conservative me-
dia group Daily Wire this week released an undercover 
video of a campaign offi cial saying Rutinel eats meat 
“as little as possible.”

Rutinel, who’s made a point of publicly eating 
steak tacos on the campaign trail, scoffed at such 
arguments. “I don’t think Coloradans care about 
what’s on my plate, I think they care more about 
what’s on theirs,” Rutinel said in an interview after 
a recent campaign stop.

Evans said the issue goes beyond Rutinel’s meal 
preferences. “I don’t care what he eats personally,” 
Evans said in an interview. “I care that he wants to 
use the power of the government to make every-
one eat that way.”

Trump’s effort to oust Fed’s Cook faces new hurdle
WASHINGTON, Oct 15, (AP): Federal Reserve 
governor Lisa Cook’s lawyers say that a commit-
tee set up by the White House last week to inves-
tigate an accusation against her is “demonstrably 
biased,” though they did not close the door on the 
possibility that she would appear before the panel. 

Lawyer Abbe Lowell also said in a letter Tues-
day that Cook would not be able to participate in a 
hearing Nov. 5 because she “will be executing her 
offi cial duties as Governor at fi nancial and mon-
etary policy meetings in Europe.” 

The earliest that Cook could appear before a 
“committee of inquiry” that the White House set 
up last Friday would be after the Fed’s policy 
meeting Dec. 8-9, the letter said. The letter was 
sent to William Scharf, a counsel to President 
Donald Trump.

Lowell’s comments are the latest turn in the 
Trump administration’s extended efforts to fi re 
Cook from her position as one of seven mem-
bers of the Fed’s board of governors. Trump has 
accused Cook of committing mortgage fraud in 
2021, before she joined the board, a claim she has 
denied. No criminal charges have been fi led. 

No president has fi red a Fed governor before, 
a refl ection of the Fed’s traditional independence 
from politics. Yet Trump, who has repeatedly de-
manded that the central bank lower its key interest 
rate, has taken numerous steps that economists say 
have threatened that independence. The Justice 
Department earlier this year sought to investigate 
then-Chair Jerome Powell over brief testimony he 

had given about an extensive building renovation, 
though a judge threw out subpoenas in the case 
and it was later dropped. 

Cook was appointed by former President Joe 
Biden and is the fi rst Black woman on the Fed’s 
board.

Trump fi rst tried to fi re Cook in August 2025, 
but the Supreme Court ruled earlier this year she 

could remain in her position while litigation con-
tinued. The court also suggested, in a footnote to 
the ruling, that Trump could try again to fi re her 
if the administration provided her adequate notice 
and an opportunity to respond. The committee of 
inquiry announced by the White House last Friday 
is an effort to meet those conditions. 

Under the law governing the Fed, the presi-
dent can only fire a Fed governor “for cause,” 
but the Supreme Court didn’t address whether 
Cook’s actions met that standard. The com-
mittee of inquiry will ultimately recommend 
whether there is cause to fire Cook, a White 
House memo last week said. 

Lowell also said in the Tuesday letter that “we 
have signifi cant concerns regarding the objectiv-
ity and fi tness of the committee for its assigned 
purpose.”

One of its three members, Kevin Hassett, a top 
economic adviser to Trump, has already said the 
president has “cause” to fi re Cook, the letter noted. 
The other two members - Labor Secretary Keith 
Sonderling and chair of the Equal Employment 
Opportunity Commission Andrea Rich - are also 
Trump appointees. 

“A hearing with demonstrably biased members, 
unspecifi ed additional allegations, and an unclear 
schedule for the disclosure of any additional evi-
dence - with no explanation for why it was not pre-
viously produced - is not a process that respects 
the appearance or history of independence,” Low-
ell’s letter said.

A group photo taken at the launch of services at the center, attended by His Excellency Governor Hamad Al-Habashi and Ahmed Al-Qatami.

A glimpse of the external inspection tour of the center. A glimpse of the inspection tour of the center.

From left, European Union foreign policy chief Kaja Kallas, European 
Council President Antonio Costa, Slovenia’s Prime Minister Janez Jansa 
and European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen during a round 
table meeting at the EU summit in Brussels, Thursday, Oct. 15, 2026. (AP 

Photo/Geert Vanden Wijngaert)

EU leaders push back on 
a major budget proposal
BRUSSELS, Oct 15, (AP): European 
Union leaders voiced strong opposition 
on Thursday to a new proposal for the 
bloc’s long-term budget, raising serious 
doubt about whether the key spending 
package will be agreed by the end of 
year.

“This is far too big, far too expensive,” 
Swedish Prime Minister Ulf Kristersson 
told reporters at an EU summit focused, 
in part, on trying to narrow down agree-
ment on the seven-year budget, known 
as the multiannual fi nancial framework.

“It would increase the Swedish net 
contribution (by) almost 60%. That is 
simply totally unacceptable,” Kristers-
son said. Sweden is one of about 10 net 
contributing countries paying more into 
the EU budget than they get back in al-
locations.

The 2028-2034 budget is likely to 
amount to between 1% and 1.2% of the 
27-nation bloc’s gross national income. 
The MFF is fi nanced mostly by the 
member countries based on the size of 
their economies, with net contributors 
paying almost half.

The spending package is a statement 
about the EU’s ambitions. It’s being ne-
gotiated as the bloc deals with outside 
challenges such as supporting Ukraine 
as it fi ghts off the Russian invasion and 
remaining competitive in the face of 
high energy prices and trade tensions 
with the United States and China.

But Chancellor Friedrich Merz of 
Germany, Europe’s biggest economy 
and a major net budget contributor, said 
“no member state in the EU can afford 
to pay contributions into the Union on 
such a level.”

Merz said he doubts the leaders can 
“reach a conclusion these days, this 
weekend.”

Ireland, which holds the EU’s rotat-
ing presidency, last weekend proposed 
to set the budget at 1.62 trillion euros 
($1.81 trillion), skimming 141 billion 
euros ($158 billion) off an opening 
offer made by the European Commis-
sion.

Ireland’s plan has been widely criti-
cized by the net contributors and 17 
other countries known as the “Friends 

of Cohesion” who want to protect farm 
subsidies and funds for poorer regions. 
Those policies make up about two thirds 
of the entire budget.

The commission, the EU’s powerful 
executive branch, is unhappy too.

“The proposed cuts risk leaving us 
with less capacity to act together at a 
time where, because of the develop-
ments around us, we need to act more 
together than ever before,” EU Budget 
Commissioner Piotr Serafi n said Tues-
day.

“We were never going to please 
everybody on this one,” Irish Prime 
Minister Micheál Martin conceded to 
reporters. “It’s a very diffi cult balancing 
exercise.”

Ultimately, if countries aren’t will-
ing to stump up more cash, then either 
farm or cohesion spending must shrink 
or Europe’s ambitions on defense, 
competitiveness and other priorities be 
scaled back. Unless money can be found 
elsewhere.

Time is of the essence though, and 
with no clear path to a quick deal in 
sight, European Council President 
António Costa will take over from Ire-
land to try to chaperone an agreement 
through at leaders’ level.

“We need to deliver by the end of this 
year,” Costa said ahead of the summit. 
“We must reach an agreement in time to 
have the new budget operational … with 
no disruption in funding for farmers, 
workers, researchers, businesses, cities 
and regions across Europe.”

Complicating things is a series of 
elections in France, Italy and Poland in 
2027 and Spain in November. The hard 
right is leading in surveys in France and 
results in Poland and Spain are diffi cult 
to predict. New governments could try 
to unpick the spending package.

Whatever happens, missing the end 
of December target does not mean that 
money runs out. Nations have another 
year, but much time is needed to adopt 
legislation on spending programs and 
approve it all so money can be fl owing 
by January 2028. All 27 member coun-
tries and the European Parliament must 
endorse it.

Federal Reserve Board of Governors member 
Lisa Cook leaves the Supreme Court in Wash-
ington, Jan. 21, 2026. (AP Photo/Mark Schief-

elbein, File)



By Marlon Aquino Malinao 
Managing Editor, Arab Times

SS
ome people see a flower and admire its colors. 
Stanka Kostadinova sees a flower and wonders 
how it might look perched on someone’s head.

A painting can become a sculptural hat. A fro-
zen forest can inspire a queen’s crown. Even Ku-

wait’s blue and white water towers, admired from a coffee 
shop in Adailiya, can spark an idea for her next creation.

For Kostadinova, inspiration is everywhere. The trick is 
knowing how to turn it into something nobody has worn 
before.

Her adventure in millinery began in 2012, when she 
watched The Great Gatsby and found herself longing for 
the glamour of another era.

“I realized that what I was missing in my life in Kuwait 
was glamour,” she told Arab Times.

A family wedding soon provided the perfect excuse to 
experiment. She made feathered fascinators for herself, her 
sisters and the bride. The headpieces attracted so much at-
tention that the occasion became a sensation.

What began with a handful of fascinators opened the 
door to a world where fashion, sculpture, theatre and imagi-
nation could share the same stage.

“I have always been interested in art, design, architec-
ture. I love beautiful houses, objects, art, nature, in general 
everything beautiful,” she says. “Millinery became the ex-
pression of my artistic talent.”

Fashion, after all, had been part of her life since child-
hood. At 10, she was already buying her own clothes. She 
also loved costumes, once preparing herself as Pippi Long-
stocking for a school Christmas carnival.

Years later, that childhood instinct for dressing up would 
find its most extraordinary expression in hats.

No two hats, no two stories
Kostadinova is not interested in making the same thing 

twice. While some designers build their reputations around 
recognizable shapes, she prefers to follow each idea wher-
ever it leads.

During a class at London Hat Week, she remembers an 
American designer with 26 years of experience explaining 
that she had made six hat models for Walt Disney.

Kostadinova’s reaction reveals much about her creative 
temperament.

“I barely make the same hat twice. I always make dif-
ferent hats!”

Her creations are not simply accessories designed to 
match an outfit. They are individual works of art, often with 
stories that begin far beyond the world of fashion.

Her hat The Dancers, inspired by Henri Matisse’s paint-
ing of the same name, was selected among the five best 
entries at an exhibition at a major hat museum in France. 
It subsequently appeared in a ballet performance and was 
presented on French television.

Another masterpiece, The Pillars of Creation, drew in-
spiration from the immense beauty of a galaxy. Made for 
the London fashion show To the Future and Back, the hat 
combined impressive volume with an unexpectedly light-
weight structure.

Even renowned milliner Philip Treacy was surprised by 
how light it was while retaining its dramatic form.

For Kostadinova, this balance between imagination and 
engineering is essential. A hat can be visually extravagant, 
but it must also stand properly, sit securely and remain com-
fortable enough to wear.

Her talent for sculpting wire structures allows her to cre-
ate striking forms without weighing them down.

Then there is Cactus You Crazy, a wonderfully uncon-
ventional creation made for X Terrace’s Flower Garden ex-
hibition during London Hat Week. Selected among the 10 
best pieces for a fashion show at Harrods, it later inspired a 
painting by German portrait artist Alice Rudolf.

Apparently, even a cactus can have a fashionable after-
life.

A forest fit for a queen
Of all her creations, Elysara, The Queen of Snow and Ice 

carries a particularly personal story.
Its inspiration came from a winter experience in the Bul-

garian mountains. After a night of rain followed by freez-
ing temperatures, the trees became encased in ice and snow. 
When the sun rose, the entire landscape glittered like an 
enchanted forest.

The memory stayed with her.
Years later, when Alison Shan Price asked her to create 

a hat representing a queen of a winter forest for Charles 
Dickens’ The Story of Scrooge, Kostadinova immediately 
remembered that magical morning.

The result earned her recognition at the second edition 
of the Queen’s Hat Exhibition organized by Le Salon de 
la Mode, attended by prominent figures from international 
fashion, including representatives of Dolce & Gabbana.

For Kostadinova, the recognition meant more than an 
award.

“It let me know I am good enough,” she says.
The hat also proved unexpectedly popular with women 

who tried it on in Kuwait and Italy. Some even imagined 

wearing it on their wedding day.
A creation born from a frozen forest had found admirers 

far beyond its original theatrical purpose.
Her work for the stage has offered similar moments of 

transformation. In Freya, Letters from Kuwait, directed by 
Abdulaziz Al Wazan, she designed hats for Alison Shan 
Price, who portrayed British traveller and writer Freya 
Stark during her time in Kuwait before the oil era.

The production’s minimalist setting made the costumes 
and headpieces even more striking.

“When Alison as Freya appeared with all her beauty, 
energetic presence and the amazing hats, everything 
changed,” Kostadinova recalls. “The projectors and our 
eyes were on her face and … hats!”

For her, that is the magic of millinery. The right creation 
does not merely decorate a character. It helps bring the 
character to life.

The secrets stitched into every hat
Behind the feathers, flowers and dramatic silhouettes lies 

a craft that demands patience, precision and a considerable 
amount of handwork.

Kostadinova practices couture millinery using tech-
niques she studied with experienced makers in London. Her 
hats are hand blocked and hand stitched, with minimal use 
of sewing machines and no glue guns.

Each commission begins with research. She studies an 
outfit’s colors, textures and style, or explores the historical 
period and artistic references behind a theatrical creation.

Then comes the hunt for materials.
Specialist supplies are not always available in Kuwait, so 

she sometimes orders them from abroad. She dyes straw, 
feathers and silk to achieve the exact colors she needs.

“If you see me with colorful 
hands, this is the reason!” she says.

She shapes the materials over 
wooden blocks, adds wire for stabili-

ty, stitches in the sweatband and begins the intricate process 
of trimming. Silk flowers, velvet, lace, crystals, feathers 
and embroidery may all find their way into the final design.

Some hats take hours to complete. Others require days 
or weeks.

There is no assembly line, no rush to reproduce a best-
seller and no guarantee that the next creation will resemble 
the last.

Kostadinova recalls advice from iconic British designer 
Stephen Jones, who once spoke about the importance of be-
ing in a good mood while making hats because the maker’s 
thoughts can be transferred to the person wearing them.

She has embraced the idea.
“I always make happy hats!”
It is a charming philosophy for an art form whose pur-

pose, at least in her hands, is to make people feel extraor-
dinary.

Finding glamour in Kuwait
Kostadinova credits Kuwait with shaping her eye for 

color and detail.
The country’s intense light, she says, makes colors look 

especially beautiful. Its markets offer an abundance of fab-
rics, trimmings and garments, while its many social occa-
sions provide opportunities to experiment with complete 
looks.

She has become a collector of beautiful clothes and ob-
jects, often browsing vintage markets in Kuwait and abroad. 
Finding an unusual dress can lead to her favorite activity: 
creating a hat to complement it and styling the entire outfit.

Yet she recognizes that elaborate occasion hats remain 
relatively uncommon among local clients. Most bespoke 

commissions are for ceremonies, weddings and other spe-
cial events.

She has also designed couture turbans, Ramadan acces-
sories, bridal headpieces and more practical creations, in-
cluding velvet headbands and lightweight visors suited to 
Kuwait’s climate.

She believes hats deserve a more prominent place in 
everyday fashion because their effects can be surprisingly 
powerful.

“They elevate tremendously our look,” she says. “They 
can add class, status, create interest, make you taller, accen-
tuate face features or cover them, make you mysterious.”

She has seen that transformation happen firsthand.
At a British Ladies Society Kuwait patron afternoon tea 

at The Select restaurant in 360 Mall last January, she styled 
guests in her creations. The women emerged with differ-
ent personalities and styles. One reminded her of Audrey 
Hepburn in Breakfast at Tiffany’s, while others took on a 
polished royal elegance or a more dramatic look.

“We all changed. The whole atmosphere of the restaurant 
changed,” she says.

That afternoon captured what she loves most about her 
craft. A hat can alter an outfit, but it can also change how a 
person carries herself.

For a few hours, someone can become more glamorous, 
more mysterious or more daring simply by trying on a dif-
ferent version of herself.

Dreams bigger than the brim
Kostadinova has little interest in fast fashion. Every cre-

ation is made using couture techniques, with individuality 
and craftsmanship taking precedence over quantity.

That commitment, however, comes with challenges. The 
market for elaborate hats in Kuwait is limited, specialist 
materials can be expensive to import, and uncertainty in the 
region makes long term planning difficult.

She dreams of having a dedicated atelier where she can 
organize her collection, store her materials properly and 
welcome clients into a space devoted to millinery.

She once spotted a shop with large windows at an event 
at Crown Plaza and immediately imagined a hat boutique, 
perhaps complemented by jewelry.

The idea remains a dream, but her imagination is already 
furnishing the windows.

Her creativity also extends beyond hats. She has made 
masks, fans, brooches, collars, gloves, belts and even lamp-
shades. During the Covid 19 pandemic, she produced pro-
tective masks in nearly 100 shades, turning an everyday 
necessity into something colorful and personal.

She hopes to explore more collaborations with fashion de-
signers, artists, theaters and cultural institutions. Teaching mil-
linery is another possibility, allowing her to share the skills she 
acquired through years of study and experimentation.

Meanwhile, new ideas continue to emerge from the 
world around her. Her next inspiration could be a painting, 
a building or Kuwait’s distinctive water towers.

At her first London Hat Week, Kostadinova recalls, 
Stephen Jones warned her that Kuwait was not a country 
where people commonly wore occasion hats.

She understood the challenge. She simply refused to let 
it define her.

After all, the woman who once watched The Great Gats-
by and decided that life needed more glamour has spent 
years creating her own version of it.

Ask how she wants her work to be remembered, and she 
does not reach for complicated definitions.

As art. As fashion. As something stylish and beautiful.
And perhaps that is the point. In Kostadinova’s world, 

a hat does not have to be practical, predictable or even en-
tirely sensible.

Sometimes it simply has to make an entrance.

‘Zaha’ hat inspired from the architecture of Zaha Hadid 
on Alison Shan Price, MBE as Freya.

Stanka Kostadinova, 
Bulgarian milliner

‘Carmen’ hat
Model: Baigal

‘Elysara’ hat, ‘The Queen of Snow’ for Sara Al Saleh

With trophy as a winner of Queen’s hat exhibition 2025 
for ‘Elysara’ hat.

‘The Dancers’ hat, inspired from the iconic 
Henry Matisse’s painting.

‘Ariane’ hat
Model: Nadera

‘Sofia’ hat
Model: Nadera

A world above the brimA world above the brim

Millinery became 
the expression of my 

artistic talent

‘Pillars of Creation’ 
Model: Nadera
Photographer: 
Mada Neculai
Styling: Yousef 

Al Taher
Beauty by Danah 

make up

‘Queen of Pearls’
Headpiece: Stanka 

Kostadinova
Model: Nadera
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Egyptian young actor hopes Chinese film gives voice to war children
CAIRO, Oct. 15, (Xinhua): For Egyptian 
young actor Omar Sherif, playing Seif in 
the Chinese film “Once Upon a Time in the 
Middle East” was more than an acting experi-
ence. It was an opportunity to draw attention 
to the suffering of children caught in war and 
remind the world that they deserve to live in 
peace and choose their own futures.

“When I read the script, what touched me the 
most was how it talked about children caught 
up in war and showed care for them,” Sherif 
said in a recent interview with Xinhua.

At the time, the war in Gaza was raging, 
making the story particularly meaningful to 
him.

“I wanted to play this role to show people 
that children of war struggle just to survive and 
live their own lives,” he said.

Against the backdrop of continuing conflicts 
across the Middle East, the film’s message car-
ries particular weight. Beyond the destruction 
and displacement that dominate news cover-
age, it draws attention to the ordinary needs of 
children whose lives have been disrupted by 
violence: food, safety, someone they can trust, 
and the freedom to decide who they want to 
become.

“I wish this film makes people care more 
about war children and stop seeing them as just 
numbers,” he said.

In the film, Seif is a kind-hearted person who 
sometimes struggles with anger. For Sherif, how-
ever, the character’s real strength lies not in his 
ability to fight, but in his capacity to control his 
anger and prevent it from destroying his future.

The character’s needs, the actor said, are uni-

versal, transcending nationality, language and 
political boundaries. His Egyptian background 
helped him connect emotionally with the story 

of conflict in the Middle East, even though he 
had never personally experienced war in Egypt.

Much of his understanding of war came from 
television and social media. To portray Seif con-
vincingly, he relied on the script and the director’s 
guidance, drawing on his own emotional respons-
es to the suffering he had witnessed from afar.

For Sherif, the film’s most moving moment 
comes when Seif bids farewell to Xu Fu, a char-
acter who has become especially important to 
him.

Having lost his colleagues, Seif faces the de-
parture of one of the few remaining connections 
in his life. The farewell captures the loneliness 
and emotional loss that accompany conflict, 
reminding audiences that the consequences of 
war extend far beyond physical destruction.

“It was the most emotional scene for me,” 

Sherif recalled, adding that he cried so in-
tensely that it took him some time to return 
to himself even after the director called “cut.”

The experience also left a lasting impression 
on the young actor personally. After spending 
months working with the cast and crew in Chi-
na, he found it difficult to say goodbye to the 
people with whom he had built close relation-
ships and shared unforgettable memories.

His journey to China had begun long before 
the film. With Chinese roots on his father’s 
side, he had grown up watching Chinese action 
films featuring actors such as Bruce Lee and 
Jackie Chan.

But his first visit to China came when he was 
barely a teenager, after he was selected for the 
role from a huge pool of young actors who au-
ditioned for the film.

Stage

Saunders’ novel comes to operatic stage

‘Lincoln in the Bardo’ makes Met Opera debut

NEW YORK, Oct 15, (AP): The setting is a grave-
yard. Almost all the characters are dead. And then 
there’s Abraham Lincoln, alive but paralyzed by 
grief over the death of his 11-year-old son.

If that capsule description makes “Lincoln in the 
Bardo” sound like a grim night at the opera, it’s 
actually far from that, according to its creators.

“It does seem quite heavy,” said Royce Vavrek, 
who crafted the libretto for composer Missy Maz-
zoli from George Saunders’ Booker Prize-winning 
novel. “But it’s also so effervescent, quite hilarious 
at times. There’s such heartbreak, and such joy.”

The inspiration behind both the novel and the 
opera is the concept of the bardo, which in Tibetan 
Buddhism is the period between physical death 
and rebirth.

The ghosts populating Georgetown’s Oakhill 
Cemetery refuse to accept the circumstances - of-
ten abrupt or violent - that ended their lives.

They refer to their coffins as “sick-boxes,” and 
only when they are able to acknowledge their true 
state can they find peace, vanishing in a spectacu-
lar explosion of fireworks for which Saunders (in 
what he calls “a little bit of a nod to James Joyce”) 
invented the term “matterlightblooming.”

Through the course of the opera we learn many 
of the characters’ life stories, which range from in-
spiring to tragic to ridiculous.

“The opera honors that life is not all doom and 
gloom,” said Lileana Blain-Cruz, who is directing 
the work for its world premiere at the Metropoli-

tan Opera. “People have desires and hungers, and 
we’re silly and we’re funny. There’s something 
wonderful about encountering the fullness of life 
in all these characters.”

Into this netherworld come Willie Lincoln, a 
victim of typhoid fever, and his distraught father, 
who pays a late-night visit to his son’s crypt and 
cradles the boy’s body in his arms. By the end of 
the opera, Willie has accepted the fact that he is 
dead, and Lincoln leaves the cemetery, ready to 
take up his burden guiding the nation through the 
Civil War.

For Mazzoli, the biggest challenge in compos-
ing the score was the fact that it deals with the 
death of a child.

“When I’m writing, there’s a period of years 
where I’m alone with these characters,” she said. 
“I really tried to inhabit the character of this boy, 
but it’s hard to enter that place every day.”

She solved the problem by focusing on the end 
of the story, when Willie realizes that since he is 
dead he is freed from earthly constraints.

“He sings this incredible aria where he says ‘all 
is allowed me now,’” Mazzoli said. “‘Now that 
I’m dead I can go down to the party, I can fly out 
the window, I can hang from the chandelier, I can 
drink rum.’

“He’s found this beautiful way of looking at it, 
and he sort of awakens the other dead people in the 
cemetery to this,” she said. “I had to find this posi-
tive slant so I wouldn’t be crushed by the sadder 

parts of the story.”
The opera opens Oct. 19 with Met music director 

Yannick Nezet-Seguin conducting and will run for 
nine performances. Baritone Peter Mattei stars as 
Lincoln, and, in a bit of gender-switching, soprano 
Christine Goerke is the Reverend and counter-tenor 
Anthony Roth Costanzo is Miss Elise Traynor.

Goerke, one of her generation’s leading dra-
matic sopranos in operas by Wagner and Richard 
Strauss, said she was thrilled when Mazzoli told 
her she had her in mind to play the Reverend.

“I have waited my whole life to have a role writ-
ten for me,” she said. “It’s the most meaty, spec-
tacular role.”

Vocally, it encompasses her full range (“There’s 
a moment where I go from high C down two oc-
taves!” she said.) And it’s dramatically challeng-
ing as well. Unlike the other ghosts, the Reverend 
knows he is dead but resists his fate because he’s 
had a vision that he’s doomed to eternal damna-
tion. In the end, he makes a heroic sacrifice that 
may redeem him.

Mazzoli’s score has its moments of playfulness, 
starting with the prologue in which the chorus 
members blow into kazoos.

“I’m interested in non-virtuosic instruments in 
virtuosic settings,” she said. “I’m sure there are 
people who are really good at the kazoo, but any-
body can pick it up and blow into it and make a 
noise. And I like that in the context of the Met, and 
in combination with really skillful singing.”

This image released by the Metropolitan Opera shows a scene from a rehearsal of “Lincoln in the Bardo,” an opera by composer Missy Mazzoli and libret-
tist Royce Vavrek, at the Metropolitan Opera in New York on Oct. 8, 2026. (AP)

A film beyond categories

Fielder’s ‘You Can See Everything’
offers singular look at Elizabeth

LOS ANGELES, Oct 15, (AP): Thir-
ty-four days before the disgraced 
Theranos founder Elizabeth Holmes 
was due in federal prison to serve an 
11-year sentence for conspiracy and 
fraud, she and her partner, Billy Ev-
ans, welcomed a fi lm crew into their 
beachside cottage.

The idea, Holmes and Evans said, 
was to help the public understand 
who Holmes really is. The narrative 
was incorrect. The journalists and 
the television shows, like the Hulu 
miniseries “The Dropout,” had got-
ten her wrong.

And so, in one of the many mys-
teries of this fascinating project, they 
chose Nathan Fielder, a comedian 
known for blurring fi ction and reality 
in absurdist shows like “Nathan for 
You” and “The Rehearsal,” to come 
into their rented home in Del Mar, 
California, and document their life 
with their two young children in her 
fi nal days before prison. They even 
invited Fielder to stay with them - an 
offer that he declines at fi rst but later 
accepts, about 20 days in.

The resulting film, “You Can 
See Everything,” (in theaters Fri-
day) defies categorization. In 
some ways, it is a staggering piece 
of performance art by everyone 
involved. It’s also wildly enter-
taining, confounding and wholly 
unique. I’m not even sure an inter-
est in Holmes is any sort of prereq-
uisite for enjoyment. Besides, even 
after this nearly three-hour exer-
cise, which somehow flies by, she 
remains as enigmatic as ever.

Fielder shares directing credits 
with Lance Oppenheim, who also 
directed the recent Robert Pattinson-
as-Chris Hansen drama “Primetime.” 
As in Fielder’s aforementioned tele-
vision shows, he is as much a char-
acter in “You Can See Everything” 
as his subjects. At the beginning, 
he’s even shot somewhat ominously, 
a voyeuristic creeper lurking in the 
corners or in the distance with his 
headphones and portable monitor 
almost always affi xed to his person. 
He is our portal into this world and 
we’re compelled to empathize with 
and trust him - what other choice do 
we have, really?

Though Fielder doesn’t pretend to 
be a journalist, or a science expert, 
his questions are direct and percep-
tive. In polite conversation, when 
someone is telling you how they fell 
in love at fi rst sight, you might just 
nod and accept their story. Fielder 
asks why and follows up again and 

again and again, either until some-
thing starts to make sense to him, or 
until he gives up (to his credit, it’s 
usually due to some external inter-
ruption). He is never afraid to just let 
silence sit.

And these are not easy subjects. 
Holmes continues to maintain that 
she did nothing wrong, and that her 
invention - a device that was sup-
posed to be able to detect a multi-
tude of diseases and conditions from 
a few drops of blood - worked. At 
one point, she even tells Fielder that 
she’s never told a lie. That teaser for 
the fi lm (you know, the one where 
their faces are awkwardly close and 
she asks Fielder without blinking, 
“Why would I deceive you?”) may 
not play out exactly how it was ini-
tially cut, but it feels spiritually true 
to the endeavor. 

And then there is Evans, who 
emerges as perhaps the biggest 
puzzle. His early demeanor toward 
Fielder has a tinge of contention. 
Fielder homes in on oddities in the 
couple’s relationship. He interro-
gates their fi rst meeting - in which 
Evans claims to have not known 
who Holmes was for the fi rst hour 
of their conversation - and Evans’ 
tendency to step in and steamroll 
situations (even to correct the way 
Holmes is limply mixing raw eggs). 
This is a strange couple and observ-
ing them together is probably not 
the PR campaign they thought it 
would be. 

One thing they are particularly 
obsessed with is a juicy quote that a 
2023 New York Times profi le attri-
butes to Holmes: “They’re not play-
ing me. They’re playing a character 
I created.” She’s ostensibly talking 
about fi ctionalized depictions, from 
Amanda Seyfried’s Emmy-winning 
performance to a scrapped Jen-
nifer Lawrence movie. Evans and 
Holmes say this doesn’t sound like 
her.

Egyptian young actor Omar Sherif in an in-
terview with Xinhua in Cairo, Egypt, Sept. 

22, 2026. (Xinhua)

This image released by A24 shows 
filmmaker Nathan Fielder, left, and 
Elizabeth Holmes, center, in a 
scene from “You Can See Every-

thing.” (AP)

Four pioneers honored as global leaders gather

Takreem Foundation celebrates 15th anniversary in Paris
KUWAIT CITY, Oct 15: Around 
400 Arab and international person-
alities gathered in Paris, France to 
celebrate the 15th anniversary of 
Takreem Foundation, reports Al-
Seyassah daily. 

The event was held at the In-
terContinental Paris Le Grand on 
Sept 22, during which four pio-
neers were honored and a charity 
auction was organized to support 
humanitarian projects.

The guest list included promi-
nent fi gures in the fi elds of poli-
tics, diplomacy, business, culture 
and arts, such as former French 
Prime Minister Dominique de 
Villepin, former French Min-
ister of the Economy Bruno 
Le Maire, Jean-François Copé, 
Nicolas Forissier, Advisor to 
the Saudi Council of Ministers 
Fahd Al-Rasheed, Sheikh Mo-
hammad Al Khalifa and his wife 
Noura, Sheikh Mohammad Al 
Thani, Sheikh Mubarak Al-Sa-
bah, Sheikha Lulwa Al-Sabah, 
businessmen Michel Bernardaud, 
Jean Madar, Sidney Toledano and 
Akram Iskandar Safa, artists Nabil 
Nahas and Jean Boghossian, jour-
nalist Léa Salamé, fashion design-
er Stéphane Rolland, parliament 
members Paula Yacoubian, Wil-
liam Tawk and Adib Abdel Mas-
sih, ambassadors, cultural fi gures, 
and members of the foundation’s 
international network. 

Journalist Ghida Fakhry hosted 
the event.

The foundation honored Chair-
man and CEO of the CMA CGM 
Group Rodolphe Saadé for his 
leadership and valuable contribu-
tions to the business and interna-

tional trade sectors. 
Businessman and publisher Raja 

Sidawi received the Legacy Award 
in recognition of his career in stra-

tegic intelligence related to the 
global energy sector. 

Businessman Patrick Chalhoub 
received the Lifetime Achieve-

ment Award for his career in the 
luxury goods industry, while 
Sheikha Paula Al-Sabah was hon-
ored for her role in supporting 
culture, arts and humanitarian ini-
tiatives.

The evening featured testimoni-
als and speeches that highlighted 
milestones in the careers of the 
awardees, as well as their experi-
ences in leadership, entrepreneur-
ship and humanitarian work.

Philanthropy was the central 
theme of the evening, with an auc-
tion organized by Takreem in col-
laboration with Christie’s. 

The auction included artworks 
by Nabil Nahas and Simone Fat-
tal, along with exclusive experi-
ences like the one offered by Ker-
ing Group during the Cannes Film 
Festival. 

Those outside Paris were able to 
participate in the auction online.  
Proceeds were for supporting the 
Lebanese association AFEL (As-
sociation du Foyer de l’Enfant 
Libanais) and the professional 
mentorship and guidance program 
of Takreem.

The Takreem mentorship pro-
gram connects talented young 
individuals with leaders, experts, 
previous awardees and members 
of the foundation’s network, al-
lowing them to benefi t from the 
experts and opening doors for 
their professional and personal 
growth.

In his speech, Ricardo Karam, 
founder and CEO of Takreem, 
pondered the profound impact of 
those who support others and help 
open doors toward success for 
them.

Patrick Chalhoub honored with the Lifetime Achievement Award at Takreem 
Foundation’s 15th Anniversary Gala in Paris.

Sheikha Paula Al-Sabah honored at Takreem Foundation’s 15th Anniver-
sary Celebration at InterContinental Paris Le Grand on Sept. 22.

A glimpse of the guests at InterContinental Paris Le Grand during Takreem 
Foundation’s 15th Anniversary Celebration in Paris.

Moments from Takreem Foundation’s 15th Anniversary Celebration in 
Paris.
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70% of cardiac arrests occur outside hospitals

Kuwait Heart Association calls for wider CPR training to save lives
By Mohammad Ghanem

Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Oct 15: The Kuwait 
Heart Association organized a work-
shop titled, “Cardiac Resuscitation 
in Public Places,” in line with its ef-
forts to raise public awareness on the 
importance of CPR. 

The workshop aimed to encourage 
community members to acquire the 
skills needed to handle sudden cardiac 
arrest and to provide assistance during 
the critical minutes before the arrival 
of ambulance teams.  It affi rmed the 
importance of early intervention and 
the crucial role that community mem-
bers play in saving lives.

Dr. Mohammad Zubeid, Vice 
President of the association and Pro-
fessor of Cardiology at the College 
of Medicine, stressed the need to 
raise CPR awareness among all seg-
ments of society. 

He encouraged individuals to 
learn the fundamental steps for 
managing sudden cardiac arrest, 
indicating that such incidents can 
occur anywhere -- in homes, on the 
streets, in shopping malls and other 
public spaces.

He explained that knowing how to 
respond to an emergency is a societal 
necessity, as rapid intervention can 
make the difference between life and 
death, particularly during the minutes 
preceding the arrival of an ambulance.

He also stressed the importance 
of making Automated External Defi -
brillators (AEDs) available in public 
places like shopping malls, schools, 
clubs and airports. He said these de-
vices provide voice prompts to guide 
the user through the necessary steps 
and determine whether an electric 
shock is required.

Meanwhile, Dr. Ismail Habash, 
an emergency medicine specialist at 
Adan Hospital, emphasized the ne-
cessity of expanding CPR training. 
He pointed out this is vital, given 

that a signifi cant number of car-
diac arrests occur outside hospitals, 
where family members or bystanders 
are often the fi rst who can intervene 
to save the victim.

Habash disclosed that around 70 

percent of cardiac arrest cases happen 
outside hospitals, citing data presented 
during the workshop. He said the rate 
of bystander intervention for CPR in 
the country is about 8.7 percent, com-
pared to 77 percent in San Francisco 

and Norway, and 48 percent in Singa-
pore.

He asserted that the speed of inter-
vention is a critical factor for survival, 
as the brain begins to suffer the effects 
of oxygen deprivation within four to 

six minutes of blood fl ow cessation, 
whereas ambulance arrival time ranges 
from eight to 12 minutes. “This makes 
intervention during the period prior to 
the arrival of paramedics important,” 
he added.

Breast cancer survival rate in Kuwait
reaches 90.1%, says Ministry of Health

Study says global warming did more than
El Niño to turbocharge Hurricane Polo

By Mohammad Ghanem
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Oct 15: The Ministry 
of Health revealed that the age-stan-
dardized incidence rate of breast cancer 
reached 70.1 cases per 100,000 individu-
als among Kuwaiti women, compared to 
45.7 cases among non-Kuwaiti women, 
while the survival rate for registered 
cases reached 90.1 percent.

Citing data from the National Breast 
Cancer Early Detection Program, the 
ministry stated that the average age at 
diagnosis is 56 years old for Kuwaiti 
women and 51 years old for non-Ku-
waiti women.  

Cases among women under the age 
of 40 accounted for 8.9 percent of the 
total among Kuwaitis and 13.1 percent 
among non-Kuwaitis. 

These figures underscore the impor-
tance of raising awareness about the 
disease and not ignoring symptoms 
that may require medical examination.

These details were unveiled in a 
visual presentation at an event held at 
Jaber Hospital to promote early breast 
cancer detection. 

The event, titled “Integrated Spe-
cialties... For Her... Together to Pro-
mote Early Breast Cancer Detection,” 
was inaugurated by Assistant Under-
secretary for Technical Affairs at the 
ministry Dr. Abdulrahman Al-Mutairi, 
with Assistant Undersecretary for Pub-
lic Health Affairs Dr. Munther Al-Ha-
sawi in attendance.

In an awareness lecture delivered 
during the event, Head of the Radiol-
ogy Department at Amiri Hospital and 
Head of the National Breast Cancer 
Early Detection Program Dr. Asma 
Hussain Al-Failakawi indicated that 

breast cancer is the most common can-
cer among women globally. She said 
around 2.3 million new cases are re-
corded annually -- about 25 percent of 
all cancer cases among women.  She 
added that according to the data pre-
sented in the lecture, the age-standard-
ized incidence rate in Kuwait exceeds 
the global average. 

She also disclosed that by the end of 
2015, 12 radiologists and seven breast 
imaging technicians completed the six-
month training program at Memorial 
Sloan Kettering Hospital in New York, 
as part of efforts to develop medical 
and technical expertise in this field.

In a related development, Kuwait 
University, in collaboration with the 
Cancer Aware Nation (CAN) campaign, 
organized a breast cancer awareness day, 
which included a discussion panel and 
health awareness exhibition, aimed to 
transform awareness from information 
to daily habit that protects women.

Dr. Hessa Al-Shaheen, head of the 
breast cancer awareness initiative and 
board member at CAN, emphasized 
that the incidence of breast cancer rela-
tive to other cancer types has reached a 

very high level—approaching 83.4 per-
cent among Kuwaiti and non-Kuwaiti 
women—as per the 2022 statistics from 
Kuwait Cancer Control Center.

She asserted that the greatest suc-
cess lies in detecting the disease in the 
first and second stages, which have 
very high recovery rates.  She then ex-
plained that even if the disease reaches 
advanced stages, treatment no longer 
carries the same fear regarding surgery 
or aesthetic impact, thanks to signifi-
cant advancements in science, technol-
ogy and surgical techniques, the pro-
cess has become far less daunting than 
it once was. 

She highlighted smoking as a major 
risk factor, hence, a comprehensive 
smoking cessation clinic opened in 
2024, encouraging people of all ages, 
not just the youths.  She affirmed that 
free nicotine patches are provided to 
help lower blood nicotine levels, as 
well as a device that measures nicotine 
levels in the body to monitor progress.  
She said carbon monoxide levels are 
expected to gradually decrease after 
one week, and positive results are be-
ing achieved.

WASHINGTON, Oct 15, (AP): A new study finds that climate change and 
El Niño combined to rev up last month’s explosively intensifying Hurricane 
Polo, which was the longest-lasting Category 5 storm ever to churn in the 
Pacific.

Global warming caused by the burning of coal, oil and gas was the bigger of 
the two culprits, adding about 6 mph (nearly 10 kph) to its already monstrous 
strength, according to a joint study published Thursday by the science teams 
World Weather Attribution and Climate Central. El Niño contributed a bit less, 
about 5 mph (8 kph), a study co-author said.

Climate change made the conditions that fueled the hurricane 23 times 
more likely, while El Niño - the natural and temporary warming of parts of the 
Pacific - made it 14 times more likely, the study found. It all has to do with the 
88-degree Fahrenheit (31.2 degrees Celsius) waters that were as much as 3.6 
degrees Fahrenheit (2 degrees Celsius) warmer than normal, the study said.

This year, with a super strong El Niño, has set records for strength and lon-
gevity of Pacific storms. Polo set the record for time spent at Category 5 in the 
Pacific at two-and-a-half days.

“El Niño and climate change both made this hurricane stronger than it would 
have otherwise been, but the effect of climate change is even bigger than the one 
of El Niño,” said climate scientist and study co-author Friederike Otto, who coor-
dinates the international science team behind World Weather Attribution.

“El Niño comes and goes, but climate change only gets worse. That means 
that now every hurricane that will occur in the East Pacific has at least this 
climate change signal making it stronger. And as long as we keep burning fos-
sil fuels, that will only get bigger,” Otto added.

Researchers found that without climate change and El Niño, Polo would 
have been a monster storm anyway. But every bit of additional wind speed can 
dramatically increase the damage.

While Hurricane Polo ultimately weakened considerably before it hit a 
sparsely populated part of Mexico, scientists remain fascinated by how it tur-
bocharged from a tropical storm to a top-of-the-chart Category 5 hurricane in 
about 24 hours.

The study puts the different atmospheric dangers in perspective, said Kris-
tina Dahl, a climate scientist and vice president of science at Climate Central, 
a science and journalism nonprofit out of New Jersey.

“It’s a powerful reminder that even though El Niño right now is shifting 
hazards around the globe and changing where it’s flooding and getting dry, the 
really dominant signal behind all of this remains climate change,” she said.

The study looked at the warm water that fuels storms, using a measure of 
how strong they can get. But the study didn’t focus on the upper level wind 

shear where El Niño has a huge footprint. El Niño usually increases those 
storm-decapitating high altitude winds in the Atlantic. However, in the Pacific 
because of changes in wind patterns, El Niño decreases the winds that weaken 
storms.

The two sets of researchers measured conditions slightly differently and 
used different techniques but came to the same general conclusion, making 
them more confident in the result. However, the rapid study has not had time 
to be peer-reviewed, which is the gold standard of science.

To calculate the impact of climate change on Polo, both teams used the sci-
entifically accepted method of comparing what happened in our warmer real 
world to a hypothetical world that hasn’t warmed by 2.5 degrees (1.4 degrees 
Celsius) since pre-industrial times.

Study co-author Daniel Gilford, a Climate Central scientist, said the process 
they looked at was similar to cars on a road. Wind shear from El Niño can be 
a red light, as it is in the Atlantic, or a green light, as it is in the Pacific. In the 
Pacific that green light says go, and then the water warmed by both climate 
change and El Niño acts like a driver flooring the accelerator.

Nigeria Lassa fever death toll rises to 268: The 
death toll from Lassa fever in Nigeria has risen to 
268, with 1,138 confirmed cases reported so far this 
year, public health authorities said on Monday.

The case fatality rate stood at 23.6 percent between 
Sept 21 and Oct. 4, up from 18.6 percent during the 
same period in 2025, the Nigeria Center for Disease 
Control and Prevention (NCDC) said in its latest situ-
ation report.

At least one confirmed case had been reported in 
119 local government areas across 24 of Nigeria’s 36 
states so far this year, the NCDC said, adding that 
people aged 21 to 30 remained the most affected age 
group during the reporting period.

The hardest-hit states were Edo and Ondo in the 
south, and Bauchi, Benue and Taraba in the north. To-
gether, they accounted for 88 percent of all confirmed 
cases in the country, the NCDC said.

The NCDC said poor sanitation, limited awareness 
in heavily affected communities and delays in seek-
ing treatment continued to worsen the outbreak.

Lassa fever is an acute viral hemorrhagic illness 
mainly transmitted through food or household items 
contaminated with rodent urine or feces. Human-to-
human transmission can also occur through direct 
contact with the bodily fluids of infected people. (Xi-
nhua)

❑     ❑     ❑

Madagascar reports 4 plague cases: The Mala-
gasy Ministry of Public Health on Tuesday reported 
four confirmed cases of plague and five suspected 
cases in the country.

According to an official statement, four confirmed 
cases were recorded in Ankazobe, Anjozorobe and 
Ambohimanarisoa, north of Antananarivo, the capital 
of Madagascar, while the five suspected cases were 
detected in Midongy Atsimo District, located in the 
southeastern part of the country.

The ministry said 200 people who had been in con-
tact with the patients were under close medical moni-
toring and had received preventive treatment.

The cases come as Madagascar has entered a peri-
od of increased plague activity that began in late July.

In response, health authorities have implemented 
several measures, including actively identifying new 
suspected cases, tracing contacts, and spraying insec-

ticides against fleas in affected areas and their sur-
roundings.

The ministry also urged the public to remain vigi-
lant and follow plague prevention measures. (Xinhua)

❑     ❑     ❑

Bangladesh dengue death toll rises to 316: Mos-
quito-borne dengue fever has claimed more than 300 
lives and infected over 100,000 people across Ban-
gladesh in less than 10 months this year.

According to the latest record from the Directorate 
General of Health Services (DGHS), dengue preva-
lence has reached a worrying level this year, with 
103,396 cases and 316 deaths recorded as of Oct. 13.

Dengue deaths this year included 71 in October, 
148 in September, 43 in August, 36 in July and 13 
in June.

The country recorded 9 more deaths and 1,954 
more dengue infections in the 24 hours till 8:00 a.m. 
local time on Tuesday, DGHS data showed.

From Oct. 1 to 13, 23,776 new dengue cases were 
recorded, after 43,774 people were reported to be in-
fected with the mosquito-borne disease last month, 
according to the DGHS.

Dengue fever, typically a monsoon-season illness 
in Bangladesh, is now spreading beyond its usual 
June-September period. Bangladeshi Prime Minister 
Tarique Rahman on Tuesday directed the authorities 
concerned to conduct public awareness campaigns 
using loudspeakers in neighborhoods to prevent den-
gue. (Xinhua)

Photos by Rezk Tawfik
Some photos from the event.
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This 2006 photo provided by the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention shows a female Ae-
des aegypti mosquito in the process of acquiring a 

blood meal from a human host. (AP)

Workers pull a boat to shore as Hurricane Polo approaches Puerto San 
Carlos, Baja California Sur state, Mexico on Sept 28. (AP)

DR Congo outbreak slows

NAIROBI, Oct 15, (Xinhua): 
Kenya confi rmed a second case 
of the Ebola disease caused by the 
Bundibugyo virus, which is linked 
to the fi rst 
case, with no 
evidence of 
wider com-
munity trans-
mission, the 
Ministry of 
Health said 
Wednesday.

“ K e n y a 
has now re-
corded two 
c o n f i r m e d 
cases and 
one death,” said Patrick Amoth, 
director-general for health in Ken-
ya’s Ministry of Health.

The patient, a 39-year-old 
male, is a close family contact of 
the index patient and was already 
undergoing mandatory quaran-
tine and daily medical surveil-
lance when he presented with 
symptoms on Tuesday, health of-
ficials said.

After he developed a fever, fa-
tigue and joint pain, the quarantine 
response team isolated him and 
collected clinical specimens for 
laboratory testing.

According to the Ministry of 
Health, diagnostic evaluations re-
turned matching positive results from 
both the National Virology Reference 
Laboratory and the Kenya Medical 
Research Institute-CDC facility, con-
fi rming the infection.

“He is now in a designated treat-

ment center where trained teams 
are giving him supportive care. 
Because he was already in quar-
antine, his illness was detected 
early,” the ministry said in a state-
ment issued in Nairobi.

“Early supportive care improves 
his chances of recovery, and isolat-
ing him at the fi rst symptom limits 
the chance of passing the virus to 
others. This is the response work-
ing as designed,” it added.

The latest case comes after Kenya 
confi rmed on Oct. 6 its fi rst case of 
Ebola linked to the ongoing out-
break in the Democratic Republic of 
the Congo (DRC).

The index case, a Kenyan citi-
zen who had resided in the DRC 
for seven years, recently returned 
to the country via regional transit 
routes.

Ebola outbreak in the Demo-
cratic Republic of the Congo 
(DRC) shows early signs of slow-
ing, but new hotspots are compli-
cating response efforts, authorities 
said Wednesday.

“For the past two weeks, we 
have seen the curve starting to de-
cline,” said Jean Kaseya, director-
general of the Africa Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
(Africa CDC), at a press briefi ng 
in Kinshasa.

The outbreak’s epicenter was 
gradually shifting from Ituri Prov-
ince, where the epidemic is be-
lieved to have fi rst emerged in the 
country’s east, toward neighbor-
ing North Kivu Province, Kaseya 
noted.

Kenya confirms second Ebola case

Amoth

Dr. Abdulrahman Al-Mutairi stands among a group of doctors during the 
event.



SHANGHAI, Oct 15, (AP): 
Top-ranked Alexander 
Zverev said he felt good 
on-court after beating 
Alex de Minaur 6-4, 6-4 at 
the Shanghai Masters on 
Thursday.

Zverev made 80% of his fi rst 
serves and saved all fi ve of the 
break points he faced as he set up 
a semifi nal meeting with Alejandro 
Davidovich Fokina.

“I felt both of us were playing re-
ally, really well. I was a lot of times 
outhitting Alex, which is difficult 
to do from the baseline because he 
is so fast and he loves this kind of 
court speed here,” said Zverev, who 
secured the year-end No. 1 ranking 
earlier this week.

“I felt good and I’m happy with 
the step up from the last couple of 
matches.”

Davidovich Fokina was handed 
a semifinal spot when Arthur Gea 
retired while trailing 4-1 in the first 
set after having had on-court treat-
ment.

“Sad to end the tournament like 
this, but I’ll be back,” Gea wrote on 
Instagram. The French player has 
had a breakout 2026, rising from 
244th in the world to 56th and win-
ning his first tour-level title at the Los 
Cabos Open in August.

Zverev has a 6-1 career head-to-
head record against Davidovich Fo-
kina.

Friday’s quarterfinals pit fast-ris-
ing Spanish youngster Rafael Jódar 
against Casper Ruud before fifth-
seeded Russian Daniil Medvedev 
plays Tommy Paul of the United 
States.

Meanwhile, fifth-seeded Elina Svi-
tolina broke Guo Hanyu’s serve in 
the opening and final games of the 
match and beat the Chinese wild-card 
entry 6-1, 6-4 Thursday to advance to 
the quarterfinals at the Wuhan Open.

Svitolina lost in the quarterfinals at 
the China Open last week to eventual 
champion Zheng Qinwen.

Guo had her first career top-20 
win in the first round of the WTA 
1,000-level tournament in Wuhan, 
rallying from 6-1, 4-0 down and sav-
ing triple match point in the second-
set tiebreaker to upset 12th-seeded 
Sorana Cirstea 1-6, 7-6 (6), 7-5. Guo, 
ranked 240th, trailed 5-3 in the third 
set.

Wimbledon finalist and sixth-seed-
ed Karolina Muchova lost 7-5, 6-3 to 
11th-seeded Diana Shnaider in an 
earlier result.

On Wednesday, top-seeded Aryna 
Sabalenka and second-seeded Jes-
sica Pegula lost their second-round 
matches. It marked two straight loss-
es for Sabalenka, who was beaten by 
Nikola Bartunkova in the third round 
at the China Open last week and had 
a bye in the opening round at Wuhan.

Also, French tennis player Gael 

Monfils has entered retirement, a 
move that came a bit earlier than 
what was expected.

The 40-year-old Monfils, who had 
planned to retire at the end of the 
season, is being listed by the sport’s 
drug-testing organization among the 
players who have declared them-
selves retired, with his career offi-
cially over from Oct. 5.

The former No. 6-ranked player 
had received a wild card for a tour-
nament in Lyon next week and was 
widely expected to end his career in 
front of his home fans at the Paris 
Masters from Oct. 31. He is currently 
ranked 254th.

Lyon organizers said on Wednes-
day that Monfils won’t be playing, 
citing “personal reasons.”

Monfils has not publicly con-
firmed he has retired. But someone 

on the International Tennis Integrity 
Agency’s list needs to be available 
for testing for six months before they 
are allowed to return to competition, 
making the possibility of a comeback 
unlikely.

Monfils bid adieu to Grand Slam 
tennis with a hard-fought loss to 
Learner Tien in the second round of 
the U.S. Open in September. Before 
bowing out, he became the oldest 
man to win a match at the tournament 
since Jimmy Connors in 1992, who 
also did so on his 40th birthday.

Monfils has won 13 titles. His 
best results at Grand Slam tourna-
ments are two semifinals, at the 2008 
French Open and 2016 U.S. Open.

Monfils previously said he was at 
peace with the decision to retire and 
has signed on with a Swiss company 
to work in wealth management.
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‘What is truly remarkable is how great our fans are’

Lacob’s faith in Valkyries pays off with remarkable WNBA finals run
SAN FRANCISCO, Oct 15, (AP): The moment Joe 
Lacob walks into the Chase Center and heads for his 
courtside seats, he and his family immediately feel the 
enormous energy and wholesome vibe that is the Gold-
en State Valkyries’ “Ballhalla” home crowd game after 
game, sellout after violet-crazed sellout.

The women’s basketball franchise Lacob always en-
visioned while owning the Golden State Warriors has 
come together in no time, and in all the right ways - from 
relatable players other teams overlooked to leadership 
from the top down and smart branding complete with a 
beloved raven “bestie” Violet. Just don’t dare calling her 
a mascot.

On Saturday, Lacob will be there roaring with the rest 
of them as his Valkyries begin their quest for a WNBA 
championship in just their second year of existence. And 
whatever happens, he is immensely proud of the prog-
ress and the loyal support from everyone representing all 
walks of life who contributes to one of the best home-
court advantages anywhere.

“What is truly remarkable is how great our fans are. 
Our players love it, we love it,” Lacob said. “It’s great, 
it’s a cohesion, it’s everybody coming together all at the 
same time and rooting for something that is new and 
fresh and it’s timely. And people see it and feel it. What’s 
going on in that arena is fantastic, it’s remarkable, it’s 
incredibly fun.

“I love walking in there, my wife, my family, we all 
love walking in there to the tremendous feeling of cama-
raderie and togetherness. We all as a team of people, fans, 
players, organization, together we’re making history and 
we all feel it.”

For decades, Lacob has loved women’s basketball and 
when he brought a WNBA franchise to the Bay Area at 
last, the owner had no hesitations about making bold pre-

dictions.
He promised a championship within the first five years. 

And now in the second year the Valkyries are playing 
for one.

“I’m telling you right now, we will win a WNBA 
championship in the first five years of this franchise,” 
Lacob declared on Oct. 5, 2023, when the WNBA an-
nounced Lacob’s ownership group had been awarded an 
expansion franchise.

“I think it just goes to show that with a new team, (you 
can have success) with a clear vision of what you want 
and the identity that you want,” center Kiah Stokes said. 
“Shoutout to the Valkyries organization, because they 
had this vision from the start, and to be able to see it come 
to fruition already in year two is pretty amazing and pret-
ty special. We have a great group, it’s really special, and 
we’re looking forward to the finals.”

Lacob had followed his prediction with the same state-
ment to now-coach Natalie Nakase when he interviewed 
her to be the sideline leader. She was all in from that mo-
ment.

“It’s just a perfect confluence of events and people and 
experience and timing. It’s just a lot of things that have 
all come together at the right time,” Lacob said. “I’m not 
going to sit here and tell you that I am shocked by this, 
I’m not. I think all the ingredients were there and I made 
that prediction knowingly and understood what I was 
saying, now to do it in two years, no one could sit here 
and tell you that would be something they would predict. 
No one, not even me.”

Under Lacob’s leadership and the hiring of President 
Jess Smith and her staff, Golden State has built a roster of 
understated stars. Veronica Burton got cut by Dallas two 
years ago, while her backup point guard Kaitlyn Chen 
was briefly let go by the Valkyries last season before she 

returned. Kayla Thornton is a 33-year-old undrafted for-
ward out of the University of Texas El Paso who became 
an All-Star in 2025. Gabby Williams had something to 
prove in the WNBA after sensing others didn’t believe 
in her ability.

That’s not the case anymore.
“It feels special because this is a special group,” Wil-

liams said. “All we need is each other. We just need to 
believe in each other, we know we weren’t a team that 
was talked about, but just the culture and going to work 
every day, we felt that we had something worth fight-
ing for. That’s how we’re going into the finals, with that 
same mentality - staying together and staying unselfish.”

Lacob is into it, yelling from courtside in his Valkyries 
violet gear.

But this goes back decades for him. He supported 
Stanford and followed along when Hall of Fame Cardinal 
coach Tara VanDerveer led the Americans’ gold-medal 
dominance at the 1996 Atlanta Olympics and Lacob be-
came a founding owner of the San Jose Lasers in the for-
mer ABL. He is thrilled with the WNBA’s recent strides 
and the rise of women’s sports.

Count Warriors coach Steve Kerr as a huge fan of these 
Valkyries.

“They’re so fun to watch, they’re so unselfish, they’re 
so tough, smart, well coached,” Kerr said. “And having 
watched this thing unfold over two years, I can’t imagine 
that there’s ever been a better expansion team in terms 
of the unveiling of everything - the brand, the colors, the 
name, the logo, the mascot, the vibe in the building. It’s 
incredible. We’re really proud of the team, excited for 
Natalie and her staff. We can’t wait for the finals.”

It certainly helps to have Stephen Curry, Draymond 
Green, Brandin Podziemski and Gui Santos showing up 
in support.

Golden State Valkyries guard Tiffany Hayes (15) kisses 
the hand of Valkyries guard Veronica Burton (22) after 
Burton recovered the loose ball in the fi nal minute of 
the fourth quarter during Game 2 of the WNBA Semifi -

nals at Chase Center in San Francisco. (AP)

ROTTERDAM, Netherlands, Oct 15, 
(AP): World Gymnastics says it re-
grets “confusion” ahead of the world 
championships starting on Saturday 
after three top Russians were denied 
visas to enter the Netherlands for the 
event.

Former Olympic champions An-
gelina Melnikova and Viktoria Lis-
tunova, along with teammate Anna 
Kalmykova, were not allowed to travel 
to Rotterdam for the week-long worlds 
that are a team qualifying event for the 
2028 Los Angeles Olympics, the Rus-
sian team has said. 

Other members of the Russian team 
have been given visas.

“The issuance of visas to all partici-
pants is a process determined solely by 
the Dutch authorities,” World Gym-
nastics said Wednesday. “World Gym-
nastics is not in a position to explain 
why a select number of application re-
quests have been refused.

“World Gymnastics remains in on-
going dialogue with the Dutch authori-
ties, the Local Organizing Committee, 
and the Russian Gymnastics Federa-
tion. World Gymnastics fully regrets 
the negative impact on the preparations 
of the Russian delegation and the con-
fusion felt among the wider Artistic 
Gymnastics World Championships 
community.”

The cases illustrate how efforts in 
the sports world to lift many restric-
tions on Russian athletes and teams 
don’t always mean host governments 
allow them to travel for events.

It also comes a year after the world 
championships went ahead in Indone-
sia without the Israeli team after au-
thorities in the host country refused to 
issue visas.

Melnikova won the European all-
around title in August in Croatia after 
being issued a visa following an initial 
refusal, the Russian team said at the 
time. Listunova was refused on that 
occasion.

Russia planned to demand the world 
championships be stripped of their 

Olympic qualifi er status over the issue, 
sports minister Mikhail Degtyaryov 
wrote on social media on Tuesday.

World Gymnastics did not men-
tion that demand in its statement and 
did not respond to a question about it 
from The Associated Press. The Inter-
national Olympic Committee also did 
not address that demand in a statement 
Wednesday and said it could not com-
ment on the individual cases.

“Ahead of the upcoming Artistic 
Gymnastics World Championships in 
Rotterdam, the IOC supported World 
Gymnastics in its efforts to ensure that 
all athletes could participate in this 
event,” the IOC said.

“The vast majority of these athletes 
received their visas, and we have been 
informed by the International Federa-
tion that athletes will have other op-
portunities to qualify for the Olympic 
Games over the course of the next two 
years.”

Russian gymnasts were cleared in 
May of restrictions to competing inter-
nationally by World Gymnastics, after 
years of being banned or required to 
pass vetting for neutral status during 
the full military invasion of Ukraine.

World Gymnastics regrets confusion

Russian stars denied visas
for World Championships

In this file photo, Individual Neutral 
Athlete Angelina Melnikova com-
petes in the women’s uneven bars 
final during the 53rd Artistic Gymnas-
tics World Championships in Jakarta, 

Indonesia. (AP)

Zverev advances to Shanghai 
semis with win over de Minaur

Svitolina reaches Wuhan Open quarters

Germany’s Alexander Zverev returns a ball to Australia’s Alex De Minaur during the men’s singles quarterfi nals 
match at the Shanghai Masters tennis tournament in Shanghai, China. (AP)

Alpine driver Franco Colapinto, left, of Argentina walks away during the 
sprint qualifying session ahead of the Singapore Formula One Grand Prix 

in Singapore. (AP)

Colapinto urges F1 fans to
stop online abuse of rivals
ENSTONE, England, Oct 15, (AP): 
Formula 1 driver Franco Colapinto 
has called on his fans to stop social 
media campaigns attacking other 
drivers and his Alpine team staff, 
saying they’re holding back his ca-
reer.

Since the Argentine driver’s F1 
debut in 2024, fans have sent nega-
tive and sometimes abusive com-
ments on social media targeting 
drivers who clashed with him on the 
track. Among them were champion 
Lando Norris and FIA race stewards 
who penalized Colapinto.

Alpine also stepped in this year 
to condemn online abuse and deny 
claims it was trying to “sabotage” 
Colapinto to favor teammate Pierre 
Gasly.

“I know it makes you feel very 
proud when things go well for me, 
when I score points, for me and for 
the whole team, and I’ll always be 
very grateful for that,” Colapinto 
said in a video on Instagram late 
Wednesday. 

“But there are times when we go 
over the line, when instead of sup-
porting me we end up criticizing, we 
end up attacking other drivers, other 
colleagues, my teammates, my me-
chanics, my engineers, people I work 
with day in and day out. 

“I know you’re thinking that you’re 
defending me, but you’re actually do-
ing the opposite. You don’t help me 
or my future, and I really want you to 
understand that this is what we have 
to change, all of us together.”

NBA Southeast Division gains star
power after playoff disappointment
NEW YORK, Oct 15, (AP): The 
NBA has six divisions, and fi ve sent 
at least one team to the second round 
of last season’s playoffs.

The exception: the Southeast Divi-
sion.

For the third consecutive year, 
none of the Southeast clubs - At-
lanta, Charlotte, Miami, Orlando and 
Washington - found a way out of the 
fi rst round. Atlanta and Orlando both 
lost in the Eastern Conference quar-
terfi nals, Miami and Charlotte lost in 
the play-in tournament and Washing-
ton was the NBA’s worst team.

But there is hope for change in the 
Southeast, which has more star power.

Giannis Antetokounmpo and Klay 
Thompson have joined Miami, while 
Anthony Davis (who technically 
joined Washington in February but 
didn’t play any games) is set to team 
up alongside Trae Young with the 
Wizards for the fi rst time. The Hawks 
added a big-time stopper in Lu Dort 
to an already strong defensive lineup, 
the Hornets brought former Duke 
guard Grayson Allen back to North 
Carolina and Orlando’s big move was 

landing Sean Sweeney off of San An-
tonio’s staff and making him the new 
Magic coach.

All that said, it seems like odd-
smakers aren’t expecting big win 
totals from anyone in the Southeast, 
with projected win totals according 
to most sportsbooks ranging around 
35.5 (Washington), 37.5 (Charlotte), 
43.5 (Orlando and Atlanta) and 46.5 
(Miami). That would be on brand, 
since the Southeast has had only one 
50-win team - Miami, 53-29 in 2021-
22 - in the last 11 seasons.

A rundown of each Southeast Divi-
sion team, in projected order of fi n-
ish:

The Heat got the superstar they 
wanted in Giannis Antetokounmpo, 
surrounded him and Bam Adebayo 
with elite shooters like Klay Thomp-
son and Tim Hardaway Jr,, plus 
added Bobby Portis Jr. for toughness 
and versatility. Even after missing out 
on LeBron James, who considered a 
return, it was still an elite offseason 
for Miami. The Heat were No. 2 in 
the NBA in scoring last season and 
should get back to their airtight de-

fensive ways, which will make Erik 
Spoelstra’s club not only a division 
contender but a team with a real shot 
of making some noise in April, May 
and maybe June.

After wasting a shot to eliminate 
No. 1 seed Detroit in Round 1 - with a 
3-1 series lead - the Magic hired Sean 

Sweeney to replace Jamahl Mosley. 
Sweeney, who was Mitch Johnson’s 
top assistant with the Western Con-
ference champion Spurs last season, 
is tasked with leading the team to its 
fi rst playoff series victory since 2010. 
The Magic have a talented starting 
fi ve led by forwards Franz Wagner 
and Paolo Banchero. Desmond Bane 
is a dynamic shooter, Jalen Suggs is a 
dogged defender and center Wendell 
Carter Jr. made big strides. The Mag-
ic ran it back; we’ll see if it works.

Not only did the Hawks get back 
to the playoffs last season for the 
fi rst time in three years, but they had 
a 2-1 lead in Round 1 against a New 
York Knicks team that went on to win 
the NBA title (and would win 15 of 
their next 16 games to close out that 
crown). Quin Snyder always gets his 
teams to play hard and the Hawks cer-
tainly seem to have the potential to be 
very tough on both ends of the fl oor. 
CJ McCollum’s leadership can’t be 
understated, and Jalen Johnson Jr. 
only seems to get better. This team is 
going to shoot a lot of 3-pointers, and 
not give up a lot of open ones.

Miami Heat forward Giannis An-
tetokounmpo reacts after being 
called for a foul during the fi rst half 
of an NBA preseason basketball 
game against the Brooklyn Nets in 

Miami. (AP)
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Palmeiras tops Fluminense in semis 1st leg

Mineiro eyes Sudamericana fi nal
RIO DE JANEIRO, Oct. 15, (Agencies): 
Atletico Mineiro took a step toward quali-
fying for the Copa Sudamericana fi nal 
with a 3-0 home win over Montevideo 
City Torque. Former Real Madrid mid-
fi elder Reinier Jesus opened the scoring 
in the 37th minute by side-footing home 
after Victor Hugo’s pass.

The hosts doubled the advantage 
fi ve minutes later when former Everton 
winger Bernard dribbled 25 yards before 
lashing a low drive that beat goalkeeper 
Franco Torgnascioli at his near post.

Thiago Borbas put the result beyond 
doubt 10 minutes from time with a slid-
ing fi rst-time effort from eight yards after 
Renan Lodi’s cross.

 The decisive second leg will be played 
in Montevideo next Wednesday, with the 
winner to meet either Boca Juniors or 
Vasco da Gama in the fi nal. 

Striker José López and Marlon Freitas 
each scored a goal  to lead Palmeiras to a 
2-1 away victory over Fluminense in an 
all-Brazilian match during the fi rst leg of 
the Copa Libertadores semifi nals.

“Flaco” López - who was selected by 
Argentina for the last World Cup - scored 
the fi rst goal in the 45th minute, fi nishing 
off a counterattack, while Freitas secured 

the win with a low shot from inside the box 
in the 85th minute at Maracana Stadium..

Palmeiras, which reached the fi nal four after 
defeating Liga de Quito on penalties, is appear-
ing in the Copa Libertadores semifi nals for the 
sixth time in seven years.

Inter Miami clinches MLS playoff berth

St. Louis extends unbeaten streak to MLS-record 21 games

MIAMI GARDENS, Fla., Oct 15, (AP): Rodrigo De Paul 
scored on an assist from Lionel Messi and Germán Berter-
ame added a goal to send reigning champion Inter Miami 
back to the MLS playoffs with a 2-0 win over New York 
City FC.

Luis Suárez also assisted for Inter Miami, which has won back-to-back 
matches for the first time since July.

Miami missed the postseason when Messi arrived in 2023, but has reached 
the playoffs the past three seasons, losing in the fi rst round to Atlanta United 
in 2024 then beating Vancouver last year to win the club’s fi rst MLS Cup.

Wednesday’s victory came after Miami routed DC United 4-0 last Saturday 
on a pair of goals from Messi and Suárez, and it was the second league win for 
new coach Cristian “Kily” González, who took over Sept. 16. 

Roman Bürki had his fourth shutout this season in a 0-0 tie with the Van-
couver Whitecaps and St. Louis City extended its unbeaten streak in all com-
petitions to an MLS-record 21 consecutive games. 

St. Louis (14-6-9), which broke the mark set by the New York Red Bulls in 
2016, clinched a berth in the 2026 MLS Cup Playoffs. The club is unbeaten 
in 19 straight regular-season games, tying the MLS record held by Columbus 
and Dallas. 

Marco Reus had a goal and an assist to back JT Marcinkowski and the Los 
Angeles Galaxy beat the Portland Timbers 2-0.

Reus staked the Galaxy (10-11-9) to a 1-0 lead in the 17th minute when he 
used assists from Robert Taylor and Pablo Ruiz to score his eighth goal of the 
campaign.

That’s where the score stood until Reus set up up Justin Haak in the 80th 
minute for his second goal this season and his fourth in 110 career matches. It 
was the career-high 11th assist for Reus.

Denis Bouanga and Son Heung-min both contributed to all three goals for 
Los Angeles FC in a 3-1 victory over Austin FC.

Neither team found the net until Bouanga took a pass from Son seven min-
utes into the second half and scored to give LAFC (12-9-9) the lead. 

Brandon Vázquez scored for the second time this season - using an assist 
from Myrto Uzuni to knot the score in the 66th minute.

Bouanga answered the following minute with his 17th netter off another 
assist from Son - his league-leading 15th of the season - and LAFC went back 
in front 2-1.

Brad Stuver stopped 10 shots - one off his career high - for Austin (7-11-
11), which has lost two straight following an eight-match unbeaten streak.

Hany Mukhtar and Andy Nájar each had a goal and an assist, Sam Surridge 
also scored a goal Wednesday night and Nashville SC beat Sporting Kansas 
City 3-0 for their fourth consecutive win. 

Bruno Damiani netted two goals after Milan Iloski scored - all with a man 
advantage - and Cavan Sullivan set a record for teenagers as the Philadelphia 
Union beat the Chicago Fire 3-1 for their eighth straight victory in a club-
record 14-match unbeaten streak.

Giuliano Galoppo had his fi rst MLS goal and assist to back Lucas Hoyos 
and Atlanta United cruised to a 3-0 victory over CF Montreal .

Atlanta United (8-15-6) took a 1-0 lead in the 22nd minute when Miguel 
Almirón used assists from 21-year-old rookie defender Elías Báez and Ga-
loppo to score his sixth goal of the season. Baez has fi ve assists and Galoppo 

snagged his fi rst in his fourth MLS appearance. 
Dor Turgeman scored two goals, Joshua Wynder added a goal and an assist, 

and the New England Revolution beat FC Cincinnati 3-2  to clinch a berth in 
the 2026 MLS Cup Playoffs. 

Tai Baribo scored on a penalty kick then added an assist to lead D.C. United 
to a 2-1 victory over the New York Red Bulls.

DC United (7-9-12) took a 1-0 lead in the 5th minute on Baribo’s PK. His 
15th goal of the season came after he was fouled by Red Bulls midfi elder Adri 
Mehmeti.

Brais Méndez, Anass Zaroury and Taha Habroune each scored a goal to 
help the Columbus Crew beat Charlotte FC 3-1.  

Matheus Pereira scored his fi rst career MLS goal in the 90th minute for 
Toronto FC in a 3-3 tie with Orlando City. 

Antoine Griezmann had a goal and an assist for Orlando (11-13-5). Griez-
mann became the fi rst player in MLS history with a goal contribution in 11 of 
his fi rst 13 games. The 35-year-old forward has 10 goals and six assists since 
joining Orlando City following the World Cup break.

Gabriel Pirani scored in the 86th minute for San Diego FC in a 3-3 tie with 
the Houston Dynamo. 

Anders Dreyer and Cédric Bakambu each added a goal for San Diego (8-
12-9), which is winless in seven straight.

Kelvin Yeboah scored his career-high 16th goal this season Wednesday 
night for Minnesota United in a 2-2 tie with the Colorado Rapids. 

Defender Jack Jasinski subbed in and scored during second-half stoppage 
time after Real Salt Lake took a late lead, and the San Jose Earthquakes rallied 
for a 1-1 draw to extend their unbeaten streak to eight.

No suggestion Carrick’s position in danger

At showdown meeting, Infantino apologizes for WC furor

Man U troubles deepen with player 
outbursts after poor start to season
MANCHESTER, England, Oct 
15, (AP): A player revolt was 
about the last thing Manchester 
United needed in another trou-
bled start to a season.

Lisandro Martinez’s outburst 
following Tuesday’s Champions 
League defeat against Atletico 
Madrid added more unwanted 
focus on the club as manager 
Michael Carrick attempted to 
turn its ailing campaign around. 

The Argentina defender called 
out United’s hierarchy over its 
offseason recruitment, with di-
rector of football Jason Wilcox 
the apparent target of his criti-
cism. 

In January, Ruben Amorim 
had a fallout with Wilcox which 
swiftly led to the manager being 
fi red after just 14 months in the 
job. 

Martinez’s comments have 
put United’s leadership in the 
spotlight again and have broken 
the sense of calm at Old Trafford 
that Carrick had overseen since 
succeeding Amorim. 

They suggest an underlying 
unrest in the face of another sea-
son that looks in danger of go-
ing badly wrong. Forward Amad 
Diallo also posted an expletive 
on social media following defeat 
in Madrid, describing it a “dis-
grace.”

It is already 13 years since 
United last won the Premier 
League title and, six games into 
the season, it is languishing 13th 

in the standings, 12 points adrift 
of leader Manchester City. 

United has only one league 
win, against promoted Ipswich, 
and two overall, the other one 
against Azerbaijani team Sabah 
in the Champions League. 

The club also crashed out of 
the English League Cup at the 
fi rst stage. 

There have been boos from 
fans, most recently following 
the home draw against winless 
Tottenham on Saturday. 

“I’m not happy with the 
amount of points we’ve had 
so far, for sure,” Carrick said. 

“You know, I’m not hiding that. 
There’s no hiding from that.

“I understand the reaction at 
times. It hurts a lot. It’s not nice 
to go through. Sometimes you 
have to go through it.” 

There is no suggestion Car-
rick’s position is in danger after 
he became United’s seventh per-
manent manager since club great 
Alex Ferguson retired following 
that title win in 2013. 

But he is facing familiar prob-
lems that were seen under prede-
cessors Amorim, Erik ten Hag, 
Ole Gunnar Solskjaer and Jose 
Mourinho, who all endured poor 

runs before losing their jobs. 
Six points from six games rep-

resents United’s worst start in the 
Premier League era, and on Sun-
day comes a clash with fi erce rival 
Leeds at Elland Road, coinciden-
tally the setting for Amorim’s fi nal 
game.

The trip to Leeds is another 
daunting assignment for United 
in what is usually a hostile at-
mosphere. 

City can extend its 100% start 
to the season when it hosts Ip-
swich. Defending champion 
Arsenal travels to Nottingham 
Forest. 

Bradley Barcola is up and 
running at Liverpool after scor-
ing a hat trick in the Champions 
League on Wednesday. 

Then, of course, there is Mar-
tinez. Will Carrick stick with the 
defender after his outburst or 
drop him? 

Liverpool’s Ryan Graven-
berch is suspended after be-
ing sent off against City, while 
Dominik Szoboszlai, Cody Gak-
po and Alexander Isak missed 
the last two games with injuries.

Luke Shaw and Kobbie Main-
oo missed United’s defeat to 
Atletico. 

Arsenal will be without Piero 
Hincapie for several weeks, ac-
cording to manager Mikel Ar-
teta, after he picked up an injury 
in training. Martin Zubimendi is 
also a doubt following a separate 
training injury.

ZURICH, Oct 15, (AP): Gianni Infantino 
gave an apology to his toughest critics but no 
new details or documents on FIFA issues that 
most concern them at a showdown meeting 
of its ruling council Thursday.

No documents about the $4.2 billion World 
Cup sell-off plan he launched and dropped in 
July. No details about the Folarin Balogun 
red-card case at the World Cup and how U.S. 
President Donald Trump intervened to help 
the national team forward. 

World soccer’s ruling body FIFA will, 
however, review whether to continue award-
ing the peace prize that was created to give 
to Trump last December. 

Pressed by European soccer offi cials for 
written evidence about his secretive private 
equity plan for the World Cup that provoked 
a global rift, Infantino asked them to submit 

written questions, FIFA vice president Deb-
bie Hewitt said after the 3 1/2-hour meeting. 

“The man has to answer those questions. If 
he doesn’t answer those questions, no, he is 
not fi t to be the FIFA president,” said Hewitt, 
who leads the English Football Association. 

European soccer’s ruling body UEFA is 
leading attempts to remove Infantino before 
or at the FIFA presidential election in March 
and heard to little to change that view Thurs-
day.

“No satisfactory answers were provided,” 
said German soccer leader Bernd Neuendorf, 
one of eight UEFA delegates in the 37-mem-
ber FIFA Council that Infantino chairs. It had 
not met since Infantino provoked the crisis.

“We need a person of integrity, someone 
who can be expected to restore the reputa-
tion of the association, which has undoubt-

edly been lost,” Neuendorf told reporters.
Infantino did start the meeting by apolo-

gizing to his Council colleagues for blindsid-
ing them and creating a furor over his private 
investor plan with Joshua Kushner that was 
revealed in media reports nine days after the 
World Cup fi nal in July.

“He said that with some contrition,” 
Hewitt said.

UEFA also has asked courts in the Unit-
ed States for the right to get evidence for 
a criminal complaint against Infantino in 
Switzerland. The court fi lings allege possi-
ble mismanagement of FIFA fi nances in the 
value he put on the intended subsidiary run-
ning tournament commercial rights. 

It was to be at least 20% owned by inves-
tors led by Joshua Kushner, the brother of 
Trump’s son-in-law Jared Kushner.

New York City FC defender Nico Cavallo, left, defends Inter Miami forward Lionel Messi, right, during the first half 
of an MLS soccer match in Miami. (AP)

St. Louis City’s Simon Becher (11) shoots as Vancouver Whitecaps’ Ralph Priso defends during the second half of 
an MLS soccer match  in St. Louis. (AP)

Agustin Giay of Brazil’s Palmeiras, left, 
and Agustin Canobbio of Brazil’s Flumi-
nense battle for the ballnduring the first 
leg of a Copa Libertadores semifinal 

soccer match in Rio de Janeiro. (AP)

Manchester United’s Leny Yoro, right, fouls Atletico Madrid’s Jonathan 
David during the Champions League opening phase soccer match be-

tween Atletico Madrid and Manchester United in Madrid. (AP)
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SportsAustralia’s Isaah Yeo, right, 
reaches for the ball during the 
opening game of the Rugby 
League World Cup between 
Australia and New Zealand in 
Sydney. Australia won 24-22. 
(AP)
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Qadsia hosts Fortis in Hawally

Al-Arabi and Qadsia target winning starts in AFC Challenge League
By Hassan Mosa

Al-Seyassah/Arab Times

KUWAIT CITY, Oct 15: Kuwait’s Al-
Arabi and Qadsia launch their AFC Chal-
lenge League campaigns on Saturday, with 
both sides aiming to make strong starts 
and secure progress to the knockout stage.
Al-Arabi faces Syria’s Homs Al-Fida at 2 
pm at Hisor Central Stadium in Tajikistan 
in their Group B opener. At the same time, 
Qadsia hosts Bangladesh’s Fortis in the 
opening round of Group C.

The West Asia zone features three 
groups; the winners of each group and the 
best runner-up advance to the quarterfi nals.
Al-Arabi’s group also includes Tajikistan’s 
Istiklol and Lebanon’s Al-Najma, who are 
scheduled to meet on Saturday. The Green 
team will take on Istiklol next Tuesday 
before wrapping up their group campaign 
against Al-Najma on October 23.

Interim coach Mohamed Abdelnabi has 
named a 23-player squad for the tour-
nament. Four players — Yousif Majed, 
Yousif Sabah, Abdulrahman Ajaj and 
Ayed Majed — joined the delegation on 
Wednesday.Abdelnabi took charge after 

Croatian coach Goran Sablic was dis-
missed last Saturday following Al-Arabi’s 
disappointing start to the domestic season.

The Green team will be eager to start its 
continental campaign under its new lead-
ership with a positive result and leave its 

domestic struggles behind.
Al-Arabi has managed just three points 

from four rounds of the Zain Premier 

League, drawing 1-1 with Kuwait Club, 
3-3 with Sulaibikhat, and 1-1 with Kazma 
before losing 2-1 to Al-Jahra. It also failed 
to qualify for the AFC Champions League 
Two after losing 4-1 to India’s East Ben-
gal in the playoff round in August.Qadsia, 
meanwhile, will seek to make the most of 
home advantage and its supporters’ back-
ing as it targets a quarterfi nal spot.The 
Yellow team returns to the AFC Challenge 
League after two seasons in the Gulf Club 
Champions League. It fi nished runner-up 
in that competition two seasons ago and 
reached the semifi nals in the latest edition.

Qadsia head into these tournaments on 
the back of an encouraging domestic run, 
having won three of its four league match-
es and lost only one. Its nine-point tally 
puts it second in the Zain Premier League, 
just one point behind leaders Kuwait Club.
Coach Mohamed Ibrahim, nicknamed 
“The General,” hopes to guide Qadsia 
back to continental glory. The club won the 
AFC Cup in 2014, and Ibrahim will look to 
build on the team’s promising league form 
while relying on the home crowd to inspire 
his players in their campaign.

Bader Mutawa Al Arabi player controls the ball.

Madrid leaves it late in Rome

PSG ‘piles’ more 
woe on Man City
LONDON, Oct 15, (AP): 
Paris Saint-Germain piled 
more misery upon scandal-
hit Manchester City with 
a 4-2 win while Real Ma-
drid struck three late goals 
to defeat Roma 4-3 in the 
Champions League.

PSG, the two-time defending 
champion, produced an impervi-
ous fi rst-half performance with 
three fi rst-half goals to leave the 
home fans - including former City 
coach Pep Guardiola - stunned at 
the break.

Désiré Doué fired in the opener 
in the 13th, then provided a brilliant 
lobbed cross for Ousmane Dembélé 
to get the second within two minutes 
after that.

PSG fans celebrated with their 
backs turned - emulating City sup-
porters’ trademark celebration - after 
Vitinha got the visitors’ third goal in 
the 32nd, and the home fans appeared 
to be in shock. The players’ shouts 
could be heard for the rest of the first 
half as the stadium was silenced.

Erling Haaland provided some 
reason to cheer by heading in City’s 
response in the 53rd, prompting 
Guardiola to celebrate, but Maghnes 
Akliouche stopped the home team’s 
momentum with PSG’s fourth 10 
minutes later.

Haaland’s second goal in the 75th 
gave City hope again.

Ferran Torres’ penalty should have 
sealed it for PSG, but Gianluigi Don-
narumma stopped the poorly taken 
spot kick in stoppage time.

It was City’s first European game 
since being charged with financial 
rule-breaking over nearly a decade 
in the Premier League.

Antonio Rüdiger was Real Ma-
drid’s unlikely hero with a last-min-
ute winner at Roma.

The home fans paid tribute to re-
turning coach José Mourinho, then 
celebrated wildly as their team took 
a 3-1 lead. 

Marten de Roon scored Roma’s 
opener with a well-struck effort from 
distance in the 20th, before Kylian 
Mbappé equalized with a deflected 
shot in the 25th on his 100th appear-
ance in the competition. At 27, he’s the 
youngest player to reach the 100 mark.

Donyell Malen answered twice - 
restoring Roma’s lead in the 51st and 
getting his second six minutes later.

But Madrid substitutes Carlos 
Espí and Endrick scored within 
three minutes from the 85th to tie 
the game, then Rüdiger scored from 
close range after a corner.

Isco scored the winner and Abde 
Ezzalzouli netted a contender for goal 
of the day as Real Betis defeated Porto 
3-2 in a bad-tempered game in Seville.

Ezzalzouli struck the ball from the 
corner of the penalty area inside the top 
corner at the far post after the break.

Gabriel Veiga equalized with a 
fine free kick in the 55th and set off a 
kerfuffle between rival players with 
his celebration. Three players were 
booked.

Porto substitute Samu - a Spanish 
international - scored just two min-
utes after coming on, only for Cucho 
Hernández - another substitute - to 
equalize in the 74th.

Isco got the winner late with a 
penalty.

Bradley Barcola scored a hat trick 
as Liverpool coasted to a 6-3 win at 
Austria’s LASK earlier.

They were his first goals for the 
club since joining from European 
champion Paris Saint-Germain in 
the offseason.

Ronald Araújo also got his first 
Liverpool goal as he broke the dead-
lock with a header from a corner, 
less than two minutes before Barcola 
scored in the 24th from a lay-off by 
Lewis Koumas.

Ryan Gravenberch struck the post 
before Barcola got his second in the 
37th, finishing with aplomb after be-
ing played through by Florian Wirtz.

Jeremie Frimpong, one of the 
smallest players on the field, headed 
Liverpool’s fourth in off the right 
post in the 51st.

Robert Ljubičić pulled a goal back 
in the 63rd, a minute after going 
on as a substitute, before Frimpong 
gave Barcola a simple tap-in to com-
plete his hat trick in the 66th.

Koumas was left free to get Liv-
erpool’s sixth six minutes later - it 
was the 21-year-old forward’s first 
Liverpool goal.

But Florian Flecker - another 
LASK substitute - got the biggest 
cheer when he scored his team’s sec-
ond with a diving header in the 74th, 
four minutes before he got another to 
complete the scoring.

Al-Nasr emerges victorious in Youth Boxing Championship

KUWAIT CITY, Oct 15: Al-Nasr Club emerged as champion of the Youth 
Boxing Championship after an intense battle for the title that remained un-
decided until the fi nal day. Sulaibikhat fi nished runner-up, while Al-Qurain 
secured third place as the competition concluded.

Kuwait Boxing Federation Assistant Treasurer Abdulrahman Al-Tairi and 
Assistant Secretary Abdullah Al-Dhafi ri presented the trophies and medals to 
the top three teams and their athletes, bringing the tournament to a close after 
a series of competitive bouts.

The gold medalists across the different weight categories were Athbi Jas-
sem and Ali Abbas of Sulaibikhat; Abdulwahab Mohammed, Ali Yousuf, 
Adnan Ali, Abdullah Salem and Shehab Ahmed of Al-Nasr; Ahmed Salman, 
Saleh Mohammed and Abdullah Talal of Al-Qurain; Abbas Hussein of Qad-
sia; and Mishaal Musaed and Mohammed Marzouq of Sulaibikhat.

Al-Nasr coach Abdulrahman Bashir was named Best Coach in recognition 
of his role in leading the team to the overall title.

Al-Tairi congratulated the podium fi nishers and all the boxers who won 
medals, while wishing the other participating clubs and athletes’ success in 
their upcoming competitions.

He said the championship featured a high standard of boxing and fi erce 
competition, with the outcome only settled on the fi nal day. This, he noted, 
demonstrated the clubs’ readiness and commitment to challenging for the top 
honours.

Al-Tairi also praised the clubs for their cooperation and continued support 
for boxing, saying their efforts would strengthen Kuwait’s national teams, ex-
pand the talent pool and help prepare boxers to represent the country in future 
international competitions.

Al-Dhafiri presents awards to the top finishers.

The clubs face financial penalties

Qadsia, Salmiya removed from handball league
By Khaled Al-Enezi

Al-Seyassah/Arab Times

KUWAIT CITY, Oct 15: The Kuwait Handball 
Association has offi cially removed Qadsia and 
Salmiya from the senior competitions after both 
clubs recorded their third consecutive with-
drawal since the resumption of the 2025-2026 
season.

Under the association’s regulations, the clubs 
face fi nancial penalties of KD 1,000 for the fi rst 
withdrawal, KD 2,000 for the second and KD 
3,000 for the third. Both teams have been struck 
from the league standings after completing their 
third withdrawals.

Qadsia withdrew from its match against Ku-
wait Club on Thursday, while Salmiya pulled 
out of its fi xture against Burgan. The decisions 
follow earlier announcements by both clubs that 
they would discontinue their fi rst-team handball 
activities.

Elsewhere, Sulaibikhat recorded an impres-
sive 31-25 victory over Kazma, adding to the 

latter’s diffi culties. Sulaibikhat dominated key 
stages of the encounter to secure both points and 
raise its tally to 11.

Al-Arabi also enjoyed a successful out-
ing, defeating Al-Nasr 24-18 to move to 18 
points and draw level with second-placed 
Burgan.

Kuwait Club remains clear at the top of 
the Premier League standings with 27 points. 
Burgan sit second on 18 points, ahead of Al-
Arabi on goal difference, while Kazma oc-
cupy fourth place with 16 points. Qadsia had 
14 points before their removal, followed by 
Sulaibikhat on 11, Salmiya on 10 and Al-Nasr 
on two.

Following the exclusion of Qadsia and Salmi-
ya, the association adjusted the standings in line 
with the regulations and issued a revised sched-
ule for the Premier League.

Two matches are scheduled for Saturday in 
the 17th round of the 2025-2026 season. Burgan 
face Al-Nasr at 5 pm, while Al-Arabi meets Su-
laibikhat at 6:30 pm.

PSG’s Nuno Mendes battles for 
the ball with Manchester City’s 
Marc Guehi during the Champi-
ons League opening phase soccer 
match between Manchester City 
and Paris Saint-Germain in Man-

chester, England. (AP)

Real Madrid’s Kylian Mbappe con-
trols the ball during a Champions 
League opening phase soccer 
match between Roma and Real 

Madrid, in Rome. (AP)

Sulaibikhat player attempts a shot on goal 
against Kazma.


