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The young Abd Al-Rah-
man ibn Mu’awiya fl ed 
from Syria

Abbasid soldiers pursued 
the Umayyad princes to 
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lieved the safe passage he 
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together

The man who fled 
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found a state that 
lasted 800 years
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Kuwait nips attack
plot on vital facility

IS suspect trained in drone, explosives

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 12, (KUNA):The Ministry of Interior on 
Wednesday foiled a terrorist plot targeting a vital facility in 
the country and arrested a Kuwaiti national affiliated with the 
so-called Islamic State (IS) before executing his plan, following 
intensive security monitoring and surveillance.

This came in a statement by the ministry saying that investigations re-
vealed the suspect had received training related to the manufacture of 
explosives and drones and had built a drone with the intention of using it 
to carry out his terrorist plot and target a vital facility.

Continued on Page 5

Ministry of Interior photo
Kuwait’s First Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Interior Sheikh 
Fahad Yousef Saud Al-Sabah with Jordan’s Director of the General 

Intelligence Directorate Maj. Gen. Ahmad Hosni. – See Page 2

■ Ahmed Al-Jarallah
Editor-in-Chief, the Arab Times

Opinion

KUWAIT is a merciful country to its people 
and to those residing on its land. Kuwait adopts 
a humanitarian approach to dealing with all 
cases wisely. Kuwait is careful not to cause 
harm to its people and treats them with com-
passion.

Consequently, approximately 509 families 
affected by the amendment to the “Those Who 
Sold Their Homes” law are awaiting the gov-
ernment’s mercy.

These families will be in dire straits if the 
evictions are carried out within the specifi ed 
timeframe without providing a humane alter-
native.

According to legal principles, laws are not 
applied retroactively and do not affect legal 
positions established under previous legisla-
tion. There are fi nancial and social circum-
stances based on previous laws that have 
shaped the interests of individuals and fami-
lies.

Therefore, the repeal of the “Those Who 
Sold Their Homes” law, particularly Article 
29-bis of the 1993 law, has resulted in numer-
ous social problems. These families have struc-
tured their lives for years based on the previous 
law, benefi ting from the rights granted to them 
under that law and paying rent as stipulated in 
their contracts.

Thus, informing them that they must vacate 
their rented homes by September 1 will place 
them in a dire situation. The total number of 
those affected could reach 3,000 or 4,000, as 
each of the 509 families consists of fi ve or 
more members.

When these families rented these homes 
from the state, they relied on the rental law, ad-
hered to its provisions, and regularly paid the 
amounts stipulated in their contracts. Evicting 
them before providing alternative housing will 
create a multifaceted crisis, especially since 
many of them have made improvements to 
their units and made them their permanent res-
idences. This makes the transition extremely 
diffi cult.

Therefore, the new law warrants recon-
sideration, particularly since the explanatory 
memorandum to the decree clarifi es that the 
law targets a group that has benefi ted from the 
usufruct or rental law for more than ten years.

Any change to the current housing situation 
of these families will inevitably place them in a 
major predicament, especially without provid-
ing alternative housing.

Legal tradition grants those affected a period 
to fi nd alternative housing. If a rent increase 
is required, or for any other reason, this does 
not justify harming these families, even unin-
tentionally.

O the government, Kuwait is 
always merciful to its people

Continued on Page 5
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29,060 citations as
traffic net tightens

Alternative oil export routes weighed Kuwait CSC declares 
Aug 27 public holiday 
KUWAIT CITY, Aug 12, (KUNA): The 
Civil Service Commission announced 
Wednesday that ministries, government 
agencies, public authorities and institu-
tions will be closed on Thursday, Aug 27, 
marking the Prophet’s Birthday for 1448 
AH.

In a press statement to Kuwait News 
Agency (KUNA), the commission said the 
decision follows a Cabinet decision taken 
at its meeting Tuesday. Official working 
hours will resume Sunday, Aug 30.

Continued on Page 5

Kuwait eyes strategic exit from Hormuz

Kuwait FM receives letter from Qatar PM

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 12: The Traffic and Operations Sector, represented by 
the General Traffic Department, continued its traffic and security campaigns 
in the country’s governorates from August 3 to 9, reports Al-Seyassah daily.

In a statement, the department explained that the campaigns resulted in 
the issuance of 29,060 traffic citations, the detention of 21 individuals at 
traffic police stations, and the referral of nine juveniles to the Juvenile Pros-
ecution. In addition, 341 vehicles and four motorcycles were impounded 
for committing serious traffic violations.

A total of 2,249 traffic reports were handled, including patrols respond-
ing to 859 traffic accidents, 141 of which resulted in injuries.

One person was arrested on suspicion of possessing drugs, while five 
individuals were apprehended for being under the influence of drugs. All 
five were referred to the Drug Control General Department.

Sixty-three individuals were arrested for expired residency permits, 
while four individuals were found without proper identification. Further-
more, 52 wanted individuals and 20 vehicles were apprehended.

All individuals and vehicles were transferred to the relevant authorities 
for legal action.

Continued on Page 5

By Najeh Bilal
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 12: With the escalation 
of geopolitical crises, the Strait of Hormuz has 
transformed from a natural waterway into a great-
er threat to the economic stability of the Gulf Co-
operation Council (GCC) countries.

As the region faces this critical situation, two 
experts told the newspaper about the need to ex-
pedite the expansion of land-based oil transport 
projects and the construction of massive pipeline 
networks in the territories of Saudi Arabia, Unit-

ed Arab Emirates (UAE) and Oman.
Economic expert and former advisor to the Min-

ister of Finance Mohammad Ramadan affirmed 
that the GCC’s geographical and logistic depth is 
rich with alternatives extending to the territories 
and coastlines of Saudi Arabia, UAE and Oman.

Ramadan explained that activating these alter-
natives will lead to a decline in the importance of 
the Strait of Hormuz as the sole path for global 
energy trade.  He said this structural shift in ex-
port routes will deprive Tehran of its control over 
the Strait of Hormuz.

Continued on Page 5

Ministry of Foreign Affairs photo
Foreign Minister Sheikh Jarrah Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah receives a letter from the 

Qatari PM, delivered by the Ambassador of Qatar.

Photo by Samer Shqair
Chadian Ambassador to Kuwait Dr. Taher Khater with Kuwait’s Assistant 
Minister of Foreign Affairs for African Affairs Ambassador Sameeh Hayat.

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 12, 
(KUNA): Foreign Minis-
ter Sheikh Jarrah Jaber Al-
Ahmad Al-Sabah received 
a written message from 
Qatari Prime Minister and 
Foreign Minister Sheikh 
Mohammad bin Abdulrah-
man bin Jassim Al-Thani 
concerning the strong bi-
lateral ties between the two 
countries.

The Foreign Ministry said 
Wednesday that the message 
was delivered during Sheikh 
Jarrah’s reception of Qatari 
Ambassador to Kuwait Ali 
bin Abdullah Al-Mahmoud 
at the Ministry’s headquar-
ters.

Workers cities poised to
‘reshape’ labor housing

By Marwa Al-Bahrawi
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 12: According to experts, establish-
ing integrated workers’ cities is not limited to providing 
housing, but must also meet public health and safety re-
quirements, including fire protection, as well as provide 
essential services, transportation, and necessary facilities.

Head of the National Integrity Center and former Mu-
nicipal Council member, Hamoud Aqla Al-Enezi, affirmed 
that workers’ cities represent one of the most important 
sustainable solutions for addressing informal housing and 
regulating the conditions of expatriate workers, provided 
that they are part of an integrated system for managing the 
labor sector rather than merely serving as housing facili-
ties.

Speaking to the daily, Al-Enezi said the recent security 
campaigns led by the Ministry of Interior in cooperation with 
government agencies reflect the state’s seriousness in ad-
dressing violations, praising the efforts made in this regard.

He pointed out that the issue of workers’ cities had previ-
ously been discussed in the Municipal Council during his 
term, when sites were allocated for their construction fol-
lowing a series of meetings and workshops with the rel-
evant authorities.

Continued on Page 5

Kuwait and Chad give fresh
impetus to bilateral relations
KUWAIT CITY, Aug 12, (KUNA): 
Assistant Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs for African Affairs Ambassador 
Sameeh Hayat commended the deep-
rooted bilateral ties between the State 
of Kuwait and the Republic of Chad 
across several key sectors.

Speaking to reporters on the side-
lines of the 66th Chadian Indepen-

dence Day reception held at the em-
bassy in Kuwait, Ambassador Hayat 
noted that relations dating back to 
the 1960s are defined by mutual re-
spect, regular political consultations, 
and continuous economic coopera-
tion.

Continued on Page 5

Food smuggling
scheme unboxed

By Munif Naif
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 12: Officers 
from Kuwait General Administra-
tion of Customs (KGAC) thwarted 
an attempt to smuggle huge quanti-
ties of various subsidized food sup-
plies out of Kuwait through several 
trucks bound for Egypt.

In a press statement, KGAC re-
vealed that the inspectors suspected 
many shipments, which they in-
spected thoroughly, leading to the 
discovery of large quantities of 
various food items.

Continued on Page 5
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Kuwait, UK seek boost in ties,
discuss region developments
KUWAIT CITY, Aug 12, (KUNA): 
Kuwait’s Deputy Foreign Minister 
Ambassador Hamad Al-Mashaan 
received a phone call on Tuesday 
from UK Minister of State at the 
Foreign, Commonwealth and De-
velopment Office Stephen Dough-
ty.

During the call, the two sides re-
viewed bilateral relations between 
Kuwait and the United Kingdom 
and ways to strengthen and de-
velop cooperation across various 
fields.

They also discussed the latest 
regional developments and ex-
changed views on efforts aimed at 
addressing the current situation. Hamad Al-Mashaan

PM reviews key KPC-approved energy projects
KUWAIT CITY, Aug 12, (KUNA): His 
Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Ah-
mad Abdullah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah chaired 
the 133rd Supreme Council for Petroleum 

meeting to review key energy strategies and 
projects approved by Kuwait Petroleum Cor-
poration (KPC).

During the session, the council officially 

approved the final accounting statements of 
KPC and its subsidiary companies for the 
2025-2026 fiscal year, successfully conclud-
ing all financial items on the meeting agenda.

PM Diwan photo
His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Ahmad Abdullah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah chairs the meeting.  GCC, OIC condemn move

Kuwait slams Colombia’s 
nod on Israel Golan hold
KUWAIT CITY, Aug 12, (KUNA): 
Kuwait condemned and denounced the 
Colombian government’s recognition 
of Israeli occupation sovereignty over 
the occupied Syrian Golan Heights, 
stressing its rejection of the move as a 
violation of international law and inter-
national legitimacy resolutions.

In a statement on Tuesday, the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs said the Colombian de-
cision contravenes UN Security Council 
Resolution 497 of 1981, which deemed 
Israel’s imposition of its laws, jurisdic-
tion and administration on the occupied 
Syrian Golan “null 
and void and with-
out international 
legal effect.”

The ministry re-
affirmed Kuwait’s 
firm position that 
the Syrian Golan 
is occupied Syrian 
Arab territory and 
rejected any deci-
sions aimed at per-
petuating the occu-
pation or granting it legitimacy.

It stressed the principle that territory 
may not be acquired by force, in accor-
dance with the UN Charter and prin-
ciples of international law.

The ministry also reaffirmed Kuwait’s 
support for the sovereignty, unity and 
territorial integrity of the Syrian Arab 
Republic, calling on the international 
community, particularly the UN Security 
Council, to fulfill its responsibilities in 
ensuring respect for international law and 
the UN Charter. It further called for oblig-
ing Israeli occupation forces to withdraw 
from all occupied Arab territories. 

Oman
Oman on Wednesday condemned 

Colombia’s decision to recognize Is-
raeli occupation sovereignty over the 
occupied Syrian Golan, stressing that 
the decision violates international law 
and contradicts international legitima-
cy resolutions, including UN Security 
Council Resolution 497 of 1981.

In a statement, Oman’s Ministry re-
affirmed the Sultanate’s position that 
the Golan is occupied Syrian territory, 
supported Syria’s sovereignty and ter-
ritorial integrity, and urged all states to 
uphold the UN Charter, international 
law and relevant resolutions. 

GCC
GCC Secretary-General Jassem Al-

Budaiwi strongly condemned the Colom-
bian government’s recognition of Israeli 
occupation forces’ sovereignty over the 
occupied Syrian Golan Heights.

In a statement, Al-Budaiwi said the 
recognition contravenes international 
laws and treaties that affirm the Golan 
Heights is occupied Syrian Arab terri-
tory under Israeli occupation.

He reaffirmed that any decisions or rec-

ognitions that disregard reality and facts 
based on international and UN resolutions 
are unacceptable and undermine efforts to 
promote peace and security in the region.

Al-Budaiwi called on the Colombian 
government to withdraw the recogni-
tion, stressing the need for the Israeli 
occupation to comply with internation-
al legitimacy resolutions and withdraw 
from all occupied Arab territories, in-
cluding the Golan Heights.

He also reiterated the GCC countries’ 
firm support for the Syrian Arab Repub-
lic and their commitment to safeguard-
ing its sovereignty, independence, unity 
and territorial integrity, including the 
occupied Syrian Golan Heights.

He stressed the GCC’s categorical 
rejection of any measures or violations 
that could undermine Syria’s sover-
eignty or territorial integrity. 

Arab League
The Arab League on Tuesday rejected 

Colombia’s recognition of the Israeli Oc-
cupation’s sovereignty over the Golan 
Heights, a plateau that was part of Syrian 
territory before it was captured and later 
annexed by the Israeli Occupation.

Slamming the notion of Israeli sover-
eignty over the occupied Golan Heights 
as legally “null and void,” the Cairo-
based bloc’s chief Nabil Fahmi said 
that the plateau remains Syrian territory 
regardless of political trends, citing UN 
Security Council resolution 497 that 
renders the acquisition of territory by 
force as lacking any legal validity.

He urged Colombia to backtrack on 
such a measure, saying that Bogota 
should “rectify” its stance in line with 
relevant international laws and princi-
ples that firmly back Syrian sovereignty 
over the Golan Heights. 

The Israeli Occupation captured the 
Golan Heights during the 1967 Six Day 
War, later annexing the plateau in 1981. 

OIC
The Organization of Islamic Coopera-

tion (OIC)’s Secretary-General Hissein 
Taha strongly condemned on Tuesday 
the Colombian government’s decision to 
recognize Israeli occupation sovereignty 
over the occupied Syrian Golan Heights.

In an official statement, Taha stated 
that the step attempts to cement the sta-
tus quo and legitimize the Israeli occu-
pation, framing it as a flagrant breach 
of international law and relevant UN 
resolutions-most notably UN Security 
Council Resolution 497 (1981).

Taha stressed that Bogota’s decision 
cannot alter the established legal status 
of the Golan Heights as occupied Syr-
ian Arab land under international law.

The Secretary-General urged the Co-
lombian government to rescind its il-
legal recognition, reiterating the OIC’s 
firm stance in support of Syria’s sover-
eignty, security, stability, and territorial 
integrity.

 Al-Budaiwi  

Farwaniya Governorate photo
Farwaniya Governor Sheikh Athbi Nasser Al-Athbi Al-Sabah with the local farmers 

leaders.

Farmers grateful to governor
for his ‘agricultural support’
KUWAIT CITY, Aug 12: Farwaniya 
Governor Sheikh Athbi Nasser Al-Athbi 
Al-Sabah met with Supervisor of Ab-
dally farmers Faisal Abdullah Al-Zaabi, 
and farmers Mu’taz Al-Omani and Saleh 
Bader Al-Dhabib.

During the meeting, the farmers in-
vited the Governor to the Dates and 
Figs Festival, which will be held at the 
Livestock Transport and Trading Com-
pany Hall soon.  They discussed the 
objectives of the festival and its role in 
supporting local agricultural products, 
motivating farmers, and showcasing the 

quality and diversity of Kuwaiti farm 
production.

On the other hand, the farmers ex-
pressed their gratitude to the Governor 
for his warm reception, his interest in the 
agricultural sector, and his support for 
farmers and local produce.

The Governor affirmed the importance 
of holding such agricultural festivals, 
given their role in supporting the farmers, 
marketing their products, and enhancing 
the standing of local produce.  He also 
commended the efforts exerted in orga-
nizing the festival.

Ministry of Interior photos  
Left: First Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Interior Sheikh Fahad Yousef Saud Al-Sabah meets the Director of the General Intelligence 

Directorate of Kingdom of Jordan Maj. Gen. Ahmad Hosni. Kuwaiti and Jordanian delegations during the meeting (right).

Kuwait, Jordan mull ways to up security relations

Kuwait strives to promote
integrity in sports: Nazaha

Kuwait eyes S.Korean expertise AI, technology

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 12: The State 
of Kuwait, represented by Kuwait 
Anti-Corruption Authority “Naz-
aha,” participated in the 2026 an-
nual event of the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) entitled “Interna-
tional Experiences in Promoting 
Transparency and Combating Cor-
ruption in the Sports Sector.” The 
event was held virtually via video 
conference on Wednesday 12 Au-
gust 2026, organized by the GCC 
General Secretariat in coordina-
tion with the General Directorate 
of Anti-Corruption and Economic 
and Electronic Security at the Min-
istry of Interior in the Kingdom of 
Bahrain.

The event brought together representatives 
of anti-corruption agencies in the GCC coun-
tries, alongside professionals in the sports 
sector from federations and clubs, as part of 
joint efforts to enhance cooperation among 
Gulf entities concerned with combating 

sports corruption. It aimed to raise aware-
ness of the risks of corruption in this sector 
and ways to prevent it by reviewing the best 
relevant regional and international practices 
and experiences.

During the event, Mr. Abdulrahman Khaled 
Al-Wazzan, a Senior Professional in the Inter-
national Cooperation Department at Nazaha, 

delivered a presentation entitled “The Experi-
ence of the State of Kuwait in Promoting In-
tegrity and Transparency in the Sports Sector.” 
The presentation addressed the legislative and 
institutional framework for sports and anti-
corruption in the State of Kuwait, as well as the 
role of sports as a pillar for building a culture of 
integrity in society. He reviewed several practi-
cal models demonstrating the State of Kuwait’s 
dedication to implementing initiatives aimed at 
promoting integrity and combating corruption 
in the sports sector.

The presentation concluded that the State of 
Kuwait’s experience embodies an integrated 
approach that combines deterrent legislation, 
community awareness-building, and institu-
tional governance and oversight to safeguard 
integrity and transparency in the sports sec-
tor, emphasizing that combating corruption is 
a shared responsibility between the state and 
society.

This participation comes as part of Nazaha’s 
dedication to enhancing cooperation with Gulf 
and international anti-corruption agencies and 
exchanging expertise in priority areas, reflect-
ing the State of Kuwait’s commitment to con-
solidating the principles of integrity and trans-
parency across various sectors, including the 
sports sector.

‘Combating corruption is shared responsibility’

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 12, (KUNA): First 
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of In-
terior Sheikh Fahad Yousef Saud Al-Sabah 
discussed on Wednesday with Director of the 
General Intelligence Directorate of Kingdom 
of Jordan Maj. Gen. Ahmad Hosni ways to 
enhance security cooperation and joint action 
between the two brotherly countries.

The Ministry of Interior said in a statement 
that Sheikh Fahad Al-Yusuf met with Maj. 
Gen. Hosni and his accompanying delegation 
at Bayan Palace, where they discussed ways to 
develop coordination and exchange expertise 
between the security agencies on matters of 
common interest, contributing to supporting se-
curity and stability. The meeting also reviewed 

the deep-rooted fraternal relations between Ku-
wait and Jordan, the ministry noted.

Both sides stressed the importance of con-
tinuing joint coordination and expanding 
areas of cooperation in a manner that serves 
their common interests and enhances the ef-
ficiency of security work in the two brotherly 
countries, it added.

KUNA photo 
Kuwait Anti-Corruption Authority “Nazaha,” 
participated in the Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) event entitled “International Experi-
ences in Promoting Transparency and Com-
bating Corruption in the Sports Sector “ via 

video-conference.

TOKYO, Aug 12, (KUNA): Kuwait’s Am-
bassador to the Republic of Korea Azzam 
Abdulmohsen Al-Asfoor has affirmed the im-
portance of enhancing academic cooperation 
between Kuwaiti and South Korean universi-
ties in AI and advanced technologies fields.

This helps prepare national cadres to 
keep pace with the requirements of fu-
ture and boost partnership between the 
two friendly countries, Al-Asfoor said 
in a statement received by KUNA from 
the Embassy of Kuwait early Wednesday 
while receiving a 20-student Kuwaiti del-
egation.

The delegation is participating in the 
STEAM Initiative Program of the Kuwait 
Foundation for the Advancement of Sci-
ences (KFAS). 

Al-Asfoor briefed the Kuwaiti students 
on the remarkable technological progress-
es made by the Republic of Korea.

He stressed the importance of gain-

ing benefits from Korea’s experience and 
transferring relevant expertise to Kuwait.

In addition, the ambassador shed light on 
the progress made by Korean universities 
in fields pertaining to artificial intelligence 
technologies, underlining the importance 
of strengthening academic cooperation be-
tween Kuwaiti and Korean universities. 

Such cooperation aims to prepare quali-
fied national cadres capable of keeping 
pace with future developments in artificial 
intelligence technology and enhancing the 
prospects for partnership between Kuwait 
and Korea in this field.

Al-Asfoor expressed hope for an in-
crease in the number of Kuwaiti students 
enrolling Korean universities to pursue 
studies in artificial intelligence technology, 
electronic engineering, and cybersecurity.

He further stressed that the Embassy and 
all its staff would provide necessary assis-
tance and support to the delegation through-

out their stay in the Republic of Korea.
The delegation came to the Republic of 

Korea to participate in a one-week aca-
demic program at Korea University in the 
field of Artificial Intelligence Technology 
(AIT). 

The delegation further visited some Ko-
rean companies and institutions special-
ized in artificial intelligence.

Established in 1976, the Kuwait Founda-
tion for the Advancement of Sciences ad-
opted the STEAM initiative in 2025 as part 
of its 2025-2029 strategy. 

The initiative aims to develop science, 
technology, engineering and mathematics 
curricula, enhance Kuwaiti students and 
teachers’ skills, and prepare a generation 
equipped with skills needed to meet the de-
mands of the future and the labor market. 

This aligns with Kuwait’s vision of sup-
porting innovation and a knowledge-based 
economy.
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Absconder held after 16 years
One forged nationality ...116 dependents

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 12: The Bay-
an police referred a Bangladeshi 
expatriate to the Deportation De-
partment after arresting him for 16 
years of absconding and residency 
violations, reports Al-Anba daily.

According to a security source, detectives 
became suspicious of the expatriate while he 
was carrying a bag. He was ordered to stop, 
but he attempted to flee.

The expatriate claimed that his Civil ID was 
at home. However, a fingerprint check revealed 

that he had been reported as absconding for 16 
years and was in violation of residency laws.

❑     ❑     ❑

Forged nationality ... : The Kuwaiti Citi-
zenship Investigation Committee uncovered 
a case involving the fraudulent acquisition of 
Kuwaiti citizenship by a Gulf citizen born in 
1953, along with 116 individuals who obtained 
citizenship through dependency, reports Al-Rai 
daily.

The committee received a report concerning 
a document issued by a Gulf state bearing the 
photograph of the individual, who holds the 
nationality of that state as well as Kuwaiti citi-

zenship.
The committee subjected the document to a 

technical examination to confirm that the pho-
tograph in the Gulf document belonged to the 
same person holding Kuwaiti citizenship.

Further investigations revealed that the man 
had added two non-Kuwaiti children to his citi-
zenship file, in addition to his own 13 children. 
When questioned, the two alleged sons admit-
ted that they were actually his nephews and 
that their father was a Gulf citizen.

The committee concluded that the man’s Ku-
waiti citizenship should be revoked, along with 
the citizenship of the 116 individuals who had 
obtained citizenship through dependency.

The man who fled death managed to 
found a state that lasted 800 years

HORIZON TALK
Ahmed Al-Jarallah

DETERMINATION creates men who, in turn, create 
miracles .
Among these men is the Falcon of Quraysh, who was 
fleeing from the Abbasids and witnessed the murder 
of his brother.  Instead of surrendering, the Falcon 
of Quraysh fled and reached Andalusia, where he es-
tablished a state that lasted for about 800 years.  The 
following lines tell the story of this man, as well as a 
tale of one of the most beautiful poems ever written 
about love.

In 132 AH, the Abbasids succeeded in overthrow-
ing the Umayyad Caliphate and pursued the Umayyad 
princes everywhere.

Abd Al-Rahman ibn Mu’awiya was a young man in 
his twenties.  He fled from Syria with his brother Yahya 
and some of his followers.  The Abbasid cavalry pursued 
them until they reached the Euphrates River.

On the riverbank, the Abbasid soldiers stood guard, 
while the fugitives swam in the middle of the river. The 
soldiers granted them safe passage and promised not to 
kill them if they returned voluntarily.

However, Abd Al-Rahman ibn Mu’awiya sensed the 
deception and continued swimming, while his brother 
returned to them, reassured.  As soon as he reached the 
shore, he was captured and killed before his brother’s 
eyes.

Thus, began the great escape of Abd Al-Rahman 
ibn Mu’awiya.  He moved among the tribes, fleeing 
from place to place, until he reached North Africa in 
disguise.  He remained in this situation for some time 
until a man named Badr, a freed slave of the Prophet 
(PBUH), reached him.   During this time, Badr heard 
people expressing their hatred for the Abbasids, so 
he secretly gathered supporters for Abd Al-Rahman 
ibn Mu’awiya.

At that time, Andalusia was engulfed in power strug-
gles, while the people desired the return of the Umayy-
ads to rule.  Therefore, Badr began rallying people to his 

emir, who took refuge in Andalusia.  As his supporters 
grew in number, he began to build a large army, but he 

lacked the funds to cover the expenses of the army.
Despite this, he tried to defeat his rivals and entered 

Cordoba, achieving his first victory in 138 AH (757/758 
CE).  He succeeded in re-establishing an Umayyad state 
in Andalusia.

Abbasid Caliph Abu Ja’far Al-Mansur said this about 
him, “This is the Falcon of Quraysh.  The man they pur-
sued to kill escaped alone and established a state in An-
dalusia.”

 The Falcon of Quraish founded a state that lasted for 
almost 800 years.

The Most Fascinating Love Letter in History

In 1776, American Ambassador to Paris Benjamin 
Franklin met the widow of renowned philosopher Helvé-
tius.  He fell in love with her and asked for her hand in 
marriage, but she refused out of loyalty to her husband’s 
memory.

This shocked Franklin, so he wrote her a letter that 
historians unanimously consider the most fascinating 
and creative love letter in the history of love.

He said to her:
My dearest lady...
Your confession to me of your intention to remain a 

lonely widow until you have dealt your husband a severe 
blow was too much for me to bear, leaving me stunned 
and distraught.

I drifted from bitter sorrow to crippling despair, un-
able to sleep.

I took a strong sleeping pill and collapsed onto my bed 
to escape the bitter truth.

In my dream, I saw myself as if I passed onto the other 
world, and I wandered about in confusion and longing, 
like someone searching for a lost loved one. 

Suddenly, I saw a beautiful angel approaching me, 
asking where I was going.  I told him I want to go to 
the Philosophers’ Corner.  He said, “There, at the edge 

The young Abd Al-Rahman ibn 
Mu’awiya fled from Syria

Abbasid soldiers pursued the Umayy-
ad princes to eliminate them

His brother Yahya believed the safe 
passage he was given, so the soldiers 

killed him

Badr, a loyalist of Ibn Mu’awiya, raised 
an army and entered Andalusia

Abu Ja’far Al-Mansur: This is the Fal-
con of Quraysh who built a state

The American ambassador in Paris fell 
in love with the widow of a philosopher

Your confession of your intention to 
remain alone until you kill your husband

Historians agree that it is the most 
amusing love letter in history

He concluded his letter by saying: 
Come, my dear, let us take revenge on 

them together

of the garden, live two philosophers -- Socrates and 
Helvétius.”

The kind angel then led me to the dwelling of your 
husband, Helvétius, who greeted me warmly and be-
gan asking me about war, religion and freedom.  I 
answered him, eager for him to stop so I could ask 
him the question I had come to ask.

Finally, I asked him, “You have asked me with 
great interest about everyone, but you have not asked 
me about your wife.”

He sighed and said, “You are bringing back memo-
ries of the past, memories one must forget here to live 
happily.

“Circumstances here forced me to forget them and 
marry a beautiful woman who strives to make me 
happy.”

“And I was moved, my lady, by your devotion to 
him,” I said, and I told him, “Your wife on Earth is 
more faithful than you, for she does not wish to be 
touched by any man after you.  I love her and asked 
for her hand in marriage, but she refused out of loy-
alty to your memory.” 

Here I saw Mr. Helvétius smile with pity, saying, “I 
pity you and her.”

The door opened, and his wife entered the other 
world.  How astonished I was to find that it was my 
departed wife!

I rubbed my eyes, disbelieving myself, and then 
asked, “Didn’t you swear to be mine alone?”

She replied coldly, “I was a good wife to you for 29 
years in this world, but here we are in another.  I met a 
man to whom Heaven bound my destiny.”

Truly, I was stunned by her cold reply, and I lunged 
to strike her, but then I awoke from my dream.  But... 
I can still take my revenge on her while I am awake 
and you can take your revenge on your husband, too.

Come, my dear, let us take our revenge on both of 
them.

Decree forms panel to fill up
junior legal researcher slots

By Jaber Al-Hamoud
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 12: Minister of 
Justice Nasser Yousef Al-Sumait issued 
a ministerial decree on forming a com-
mittee to select applicants qualifi ed for 
the Junior Legal Researcher position, 
which was announced on Feb 8, 2026.

The decree stipulates redistributing 
the evaluation scores and establishing 
the general framework for regulating 
the number of questions and answer 
keys, which the committee will prepare 
in cooperation with Kuwait Institute for 
Judicial and Legal Studies.  It also states 
approval of online written examinations 
that will be graded automatically.

The decree mandates the committee to 
maintain the confi dentiality of the exam-
ination questions and prevent leakage.

Al-Sumait disclosed that the commit-
tee will consist of senior judges and pub-
lic prosecutors, who will oversee the ap-
plicant evaluation process.  He said the 
process includes online written exami-
nations that will be conducted in coor-

dination with Kuwait University (KU), 
personal interviews, and the preparation 
of a report listing the names of candi-
dates who meet the appointment criteria.

He indicated that 
the written examina-
tion will be adminis-
tered electronically 
on the day of the 
exam, and that grad-
ing will be entirely 
automated, without 
any human inter-
vention, to ensure 
the highest level of 
transparency.

He explained 
that the careful selection of judicial 
personnel is fundamental to ensuring 
competence and integrity within the 
judiciary.

He added that these measures are in 
accordance with the plan of the country 
to nationalize the judiciary and to quali-
fy national talents from the beginning of 
their career to become part of the judicial 
authority in the future.

Farwaniya Governorate photos 
Farwaniya Governor Sheikh Athbi Nasser Al-Athbi Al-Sabah honors the outgoing security officials.

Ex-security officials win Farwaniya Gov. praise

Cash, car plates, phone 
stolen in different thefts

Impact of rising logistics costs
with shipping firms discussed

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 12: Farwaniya Governor 
Sheikh Athbi Nasser Al-Athbi Al-Sabah hon-
ored a number of security officials in Farwani-
ya Governorate on the occasion of the end of 
their service.

This is in recognition of their dedicated ef-
forts and distinguished contributions in serving 
the governorate and strengthening the security 
system.

These officials include former Director Gen-
eral of the Farwaniya Governorate Security 
Directorate Brigadier General Mohammad Eid 

Al-Ghasab, former Assistant Director General 
of the directorate Brigadier General Yahya 
Dashti, and former Director of the Farwaniya 
Governorate Emergency Police Department 
Colonel Mishari Shujaa Al-Mutairi.

Sheikh Athbi Nasser expressed his deep ap-
preciation for the dedication, loyalty and com-
mitment of these security officials in perform-
ing their duties throughout their service, while 
praising their role in maintaining security and 
stability.

He affirmed that this recognition is in line with 

the commitment of the governorate to honor and 
appreciate national talents that shoulder their re-
sponsibilities with utmost dedication.  He wished 
them continuous success and prosperity in their 
future endeavors, and encouraged them to con-
tinue their service to the nation.

All those present expressed their sincere 
gratitude to the Governor for this kind gesture, 
asserting that the support and cooperation they 
received during their tenure motivated them to 
exert tremendous efforts in performing their 
national duties.

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 12: Security authorities recorded 
three separate theft cases involving cash, vehicle license 
plates, and a mobile phone, reports Al-Anba daily.

In the first case, a citizen reported the theft of KD 240 
at a police station and accused an employee of commit-
ting the theft.

In the second case, a citizen reported that the license 
plates of his Toyota Land Cruiser had been stolen while 
the vehicle was parked in front of a cooperative society 
in Sabah Al-Ahmad Residential City. The citizen did not 
accuse anyone in particular, and the report was referred to 
the relevant authorities for investigation.

In the third case, a citizen reported the theft of his son’s 
iPhone 16 Pro Max while he was in Ali Sabah Al-Salem. 
The report was filed under a power of attorney authoriz-
ing the citizen to represent his son before the relevant 
authorities.

Meanwhile, the Administrative Circuit of the Court of 
First Instance Monday overturned the Ministry of Edu-
cation’s decision to fail a seventh-grade student due to 
unexcused absences, reports Al-Anba daily.

The ruling also rescinded the decision’s assessment 
of the student’s academic performance as “weak,” along 
with all resulting consequences, and declared her a suc-
cessful student, promoting her to the eighth grade.

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 12, (KUNA): The 
Ministry of Commerce and Industry dis-
cussed on Wednesday with representa-
tives of shipping companies the impact of 
the rising costs of transport, shipping, and 
logistic services on the supply of goods 
to the country and the stability of local 
market prices, given the current regional 
situation.

Director of the Commercial Control 
and Consumer Protection Department 
Faisal Al-Ansari told KUNA that the 
meeting discussed the developments 
related to the Strait of Hormuz, and 
the impact on maritime navigation and 
shipping lines, which resulted in in-
creased costs of logistics.

He explained that shipping compa-
nies are working on alternatives ship-
ping routes and lines, including picking 
up and delivering containers in various 
GCC countries, and using alternative 
ports when needed to ensure the continu-
ous fl ow of goods and avoid disruption to 

supply operations. Al-Ansari pointed out 
that these mechanisms can reduce delays 
and cut additional shipping costs to help 
maintain a stable local market supply. 

❑     ❑     ❑

Court orders comp: The Commercial 
Court ordered a contracting company to 
pay KD 3,118 compensation to a citizen 
for the moral damages he suffered when 
the company failed to fulfill its obliga-
tions and delayed the completion of 
the agreed works, reports Al-Seyassah 
daily.

Attorney Ali Al-Hussainan, lawyer 
for the citizen, indicated that the court 
reviewed the submitted documents and 
confi rmed that the company breached its 
contractual obligations and the resulting 
damages suffered by the plaintiff.

Al-Hussainan stated that the ruling af-
fi rms an important legal principle -- the 
permissibility of compensation for moral 
damages once liability is established and 
the damage is proven.

Al-Sumait
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Kuwait reinforces role in
humanitarian work, law

KRCS contributes over $2m for Sudan operations

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 12, (KUNA): 
Kuwait Red Crescent Society 
(KRCS) Chairman Khaled Al-
Maghams affirmed Wednesday that 
Kuwait has consolidated its leading 
regional and international status in 
supporting humanitarian work and 
promoting respect for International 
Humanitarian Law worldwide.

Al-Maghams made the statement to 
KUNA following the opening of a special-
ized workshop organized by KRCS focusing 
on the four Geneva Conventions and the pro-
tection of civilians and aid workers during 
armed conflicts.

He explained that the workshop aims to 

highlight the conventions as the essential legal 
framework for protecting confl ict victims, while 
addressing current enforcement challenges and 
building national capabilities through specialized 
training programs and workshops.

He added that Kuwait plays a pivotal role 
in disseminating humanitarian principles, ex-
pressing hope that the workshop yields prac-
tical recommendations to strengthen coopera-
tion among relevant authorities and safeguard 
human dignity in confl ict zones globally.

For his part, General Legal Counsel and Head 
of the Legal Division at Al Ahli Bank of Kuwait 
(ABK) Dr. Nawaf Al-Shuraian detailed how the 
four 1949 Geneva Conventions and their 1977 
Additional Protocols protect wounded combat-
ants, prisoners of war, and civilians during inter-
national and non-international armed confl icts.

Al-Shuraian praised Kuwait’s unwavering 

commitment to upholding these international 
legal standards during both peace and war, high-
lighting the nation’s signifi cant emergency relief 
contributions, particularly its continuous humani-
tarian aid delivered to Palestinians in Gaza.

Meanwhile, International Committee of the 
Red Cross (ICRC) Program Offi cer Ali Al-
Housh praised Kuwait’s pioneering role in 
promoting International Humanitarian Law 
through legislation and initiatives that safe-
guard humans and aid workers, while high-
lighting KRCS hosting this workshop as a 
Movement component.

He emphasized that fi eld cooperation between 
ICRC and KRCS extends to major projects, not-
ing KRCS provided over two million dollars for 
Sudan operations alongside adopting advanced 
legislation protecting emblem usage and support-
ing missing persons initiatives.

KUNA photo  
Kuwait Ambassador to Armenia Mohammad Al-Arifan meets the Armenian Prime 

Minister Nikol Pashinyan.

PAMA contributes $1million to
Emergency Response Fund: KFD

Kuwait, Armenia stress boost
in AI, tech, transport sectors

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 12: The Kuwait 
Fund for Development (KFD) announced 
that the Public Authority for Minors’ Af-
fairs has contributed US$1 million to 
the Kuwait Emergency Response Fund, 
becoming the fi rst government entity to 
contribute to the Fund since its launch on 
5 July, in a step that refl ects the widening 
scope of national participation in support 
of the initiative aimed at strengthening 
the State of Kuwait’s preparedness and 
raising the effi ciency of its emergency re-
sponse system.

The contribution of the Public Author-
ity for Minors’ Affairs represents a signifi -
cant addition to the Fund’s progress and 
opens the way for broader institutional 
participation in support of its objectives, 
strengthening the integration of national 
efforts and the direction of resources to-
ward priority interventions and projects.

The addition of the fi rst government en-
tity to the list of contributors refl ects the 
growing momentum the initiative has wit-
nessed since its launch and underscores 
the importance of joining the efforts of 
state institutions and the private sector in 
building a national system that is more 

prepared and resilient in dealing with a 
wide range of emergency conditions and 
challenges.

The Public Authority for Minors’ Af-
fairs is one of Kuwait’s longstanding 
national institutions with a humanitarian 
and social mission. Established in 1939, it 
safeguards the interests of those under its 
guardianship, protecting, preserving, and 
managing their funds and property in ac-
cordance with the responsibilities defi ned 
by law. The Authority’s role also extends 
to serving the community and supporting 
initiatives of a humanitarian and social 
nature, in keeping with its mission rooted 
in the values of care, solidarity, and social 
responsibility.

The Kuwait Emergency Response Fund 
was established under an initiative put 
forward by the Kuwait Fund for Devel-
opment and approved by the Council of 
Ministers, with the Kuwait Fund assum-
ing its management and supervision of its 
operations, with the aim of enhancing in-
stitutional fl exibility, raising the effi cien-
cy of national response, and enabling the 
authorities concerned to confront emer-
gencies effi ciently and effectively.

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 12, (KUNA): Ku-
wait is keen to broaden its cooperation 
with Armenia by capitalizing on emerg-
ing opportunities in technology, artifi cial 
intelligence, transport and regional con-
nectivity, Kuwait Ambassador to Armenia 
Mohammad Al-Arifan said Tuesday.

The remarks came in a statement is-
sued by the Kuwaiti Embassy in Yerevan 
following a meeting between Armenian 
Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan and am-
bassadors of Arab countries accredited to 
Armenia on his reappointment as Prime 
Minister.

Al-Arifan congratulated Pashinyan on 
the occasion, conveying the congratula-
tions of the Kuwaiti leadership and wish-
ing him success in continuing to perform 

his duties, as well as Armenia and its 
friendly people continued security, stabil-
ity, development and prosperity.

The ambassador stressed the impor-
tance of capitalizing on available oppor-
tunities to enhance bilateral cooperation 
and exploring prospects in various fi elds.

In turn, Pashinyan highlighted the im-
portance of strengthening Armenian-Arab 
relations and expanding areas of coopera-
tion with Arab countries. 

He also referred to preparations under-
way for Armenia to host the UN Biodiver-
sity Conference (COP17) next October, 
describing it as an opportunity to enhance 
international cooperation in the fi elds of 
environment, climate and sustainable de-
velopment.

KUNA photos   
Left: Kuwait Red Crescent Society (KRCS) Chairman Khaled Al-Maghams and participants of the workshop organized by the KRCS (right).

New regulations to streamline
pharmacies in ‘private sector’

Improper care
can ignite fire

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 12, (KUNA): Minis-
ter of Health Dr. Ahmad Al-Awadhi issued 
Wednesday a ministerial decision on regula-
tions and procedures for licensing private-
sector pharmacies and the circulation of 
medicines and medical products therein.

The Ministry of Health said in a press 
statement that the decision provides a com-
prehensive regulatory framework covering 
various stages of licensing and operating 
private pharmacies, as well as mechanisms 
for the circulation, dispensing, storage and 
delivery of medicines, in addition to regulat-
ing the professional and supervisory respon-
sibilities of pharmacy staff.

It explained that the decision sets spe-
cifi c regulations for licensing private 
pharmacies operated by Kuwaiti phar-

macists, cooperative societies and private 
hospitals. It also stipulates that a private 
pharmacy license is valid for four years 
and regulates procedures for issuing and 
renewing licenses, changing the location 
or area of a pharmacy, adding storage fa-
cilities, temporarily or permanently clos-
ing a pharmacy, reopening it, and related 
requirements, inspections and approvals 
by competent authorities.

The ministry added that the decision 
requires a minimum distance of 1,000 
meters in all directions between a phar-
macy seeking a license and the nearest 
pharmacy, according to a specifi ed mea-
surement mechanism, with exceptions for 
certain locations and facilities stipulated 
in the decision.

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 12: 
The Kuwait Fire Force 
(KFF) has warned of the 
dangers of improper han-
dling of kitchen fi res, em-
phasizing the importance 
of following proper safety 
measures when a fi re 
breaks out due to cooking 
oil ignition or a gas leak, 
reports Al-Anba daily.

The warning was issued 
in an awareness video 
published by KFF on its 
offi cial social media ac-
counts. It included a set of 
guidelines aimed at mini-
mizing the risks of kitchen 
fi res and ensuring safe 
handling until fi refi ghters 
arrive.

KFF explained that wa-
ter should never be used 
to extinguish a cooking 
oil fi re. The safest method 
is to use a fi re blanket or 
cover the source of the 
fl ames with a wet blanket. 
It also important to avoid 
intervening if the fi re is 
out of control.
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O the government,
In this regard, there is a principle 

known as “established custom,” which 
is a valid argument in both legal and 
religious law. The deeply rooted so-
cial values in Kuwait, developed over 
centuries, prioritize avoiding harm to 
anyone.

The reign of His Highness the Amir 
Sheikh Meshal Al-Ahmad has been 
characterized by a refusal to tolerate 
injustice against anyone in Kuwait. 
Therefore, the Cabinet should recon-
sider the new housing law or provide 
alternatives for the affected families.

Kuwait nips
The necessary legal procedures 

were taken against the suspect, who 
was referred to authorities to complete 
investigations and take the required 
measures in accordance with the law.

The Ministry of Interior affirmed 
that its security agencies will continue 
their proactive efforts to monitor and 
confront any activities or plans that 
could threaten the country’s security 
and stability, stressing that it will show 
no leniency toward anyone seeking 
to undermine national security or the 
safety of citizens and residents and 
will deal firmly with any suspicious 
activities in accordance with the law. 

In other news, the 18th Arab con-
ference of chiefs of border, airport 
and port security bodies kicked off 
on Wednesday in the Tunisian capital 
with the participation of officials from 
Arab countries, including Kuwait.

The Arab Civil Aviation Organi-
zation, the UN Office on Drugs and 
Crime (UNODC), and the European 
Border and Coast Guard Agency 
(Frontex) also participating in the con-
ference.

Secretary General of the Council of 
Arab Interior Ministers Mohammad 
Koman said in his opening speech 
that border security in Arab countries 
faces diverse and emerging challenges, 
including waves of illegal migration 
resulting from thousands of civilians 
fleeing their homelands due to wars 
and armed conflicts, as well as envi-
ronments no longer providing basic 
living conditions, particularly because 
of climate changes threatening tradi-
tional agricultural and pastoral devel-
opment patterns.

He noted that the geographical lo-
cation of Arab countries exposes them 
to challenges related to migrant smug-
gling, human trafficking and drug traf-
ficking, as they constitute a transit re-
gion between countries of origin and 
destination, placing a major responsibil-
ity on border security and border guard 
agencies to confront these challenges.

He said the decisive factor in ad-
dressing these challenges is enhancing 

Continued from Page 1

information exchange and full coordi-
nation among all agencies operating in 
the field of border security. The confer-
ence is examining member states’ ex-
periences in linking border crossings 
within each country and the systems 
and technologies used for this purpose, 
allowing countries to assess the reli-
ability of such systems based on the 
practical experiences of some member 
states and helping others make sound 
decisions on acquiring border-crossing 
linkage systems and technologies.

Koman stressed the importance of 
coordination among border agencies 
in Arab countries, saying it should not 
stop at the borders of individual states 
but extend to Arab countries, particu-
larly neighboring ones, given the vital 
importance of information exchange in 
confronting security threats. He added 
that the conference will discuss a draft 
mechanism for communication among 
national operations rooms responsible 
for border security in Arab countries, 
taking into account the observations 
and proposals of member states.

He also underscored the importance 
of cooperation with regional groupings 
that share common security threats 
with Arab countries, pointing to prepa-
rations for the third Euro-Arab Confer-
ence on Border Security, scheduled to 
be held in Riyadh on November 25-26.

Kuwait is represented at the con-
ference by Assistant Director General 
of the General Department of Coast 
Guard for Maritime Operations Colo-
nel Khaled Burbayea, Director of Air-
port Security Department Colonel Ah-
mad Al-Zawawi, and Director of the 
Western Borders Department Colonel 
Saud Al-Merri.

On his part, during his participation 
in the conference, Burbayea stressed 
the importance of enhancing Arab co-
operation in the fields of border and 
airport security.

He underscored the importance of 
strengthening coordination among 
Arab border security agencies to con-
front emerging challenges, particularly 
waves of illegal migration, migrant 
smuggling, human trafficking and drug 
trafficking.

He said enhancing the use of tech-
nology at Arab airports and border 
crossings, along with information ex-
change, contributes effectively to com-
bating crimes threatening border secu-
rity, expressing the Kuwaiti Ministry 
of Interior’s commitment to strength-
ening joint Arab action in a manner 
that serves security in the Arab region.

Kuwait and
He expressed Kuwait’s commit-

ment to further elevating these ties to 
broader horizons of joint action.

For his part, Chadian Ambassador 
to Kuwait Dr. Taher Khater lauded 
the high-level understanding and 
shared political vision guiding both 
nations, emphasizing Chad’s keen-
ness to build a fruitful strategic part-
nership, particularly in agriculture, 
livestock, infrastructure, industry, 
renewable energy, and tourism.

Ambassador Khater extended an 
invitation to Kuwaiti business lead-
ers and investors to explore Chad’s 
abundant natural resources and 
emerging market opportunities to 
serve common interests.

He also praised the pivotal role of 
the Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic 
Development (KFAED) in financing 
essential health, infrastructure, and 
agricultural initiatives across Chad, 
noting that these developmental ef-
forts are highly valued by Chad’s po-
litical leadership.

Kuwait CSC
The statement added that entities 

with special work requirements will 
determine their holiday in coordina-
tion with the competent authorities, in 
consideration of the public interest.

29,060 citations
Meanwhile, the General Depart-

ment of Emergency Police continued 
its field security and traffic efforts in 
all governorates from August 2 to 8, 
reports Al-Seyassah daily.

In a statement, the department 

Food smuggling
It was revealed that the food sup-

plies were hidden inside shipments 
of air conditioning units, tyres, 
stoves and household utensils.  

The officers dealt with the incident 
as per the standard customs and legal 
procedures.  The necessary meas-
ures were taken against the violators, 
pending their referral to the compe-
tent authorities.

Workers cities
Al-Enezi indicated that a regula-

tory framework is available that can 
serve as the foundation for the pro-
ject.

He explained that a successful 
workers’ city must provide an inte-
grated residential environment that 
meets public health, safety, and fire 
protection requirements, along with 
essential services, transportation, 
and professional management. This 
would preserve workers’ dignity 

Kuwait eyes
He pointed out that addressing the 

Strait of Hormuz crisis does not nec-
essarily mean abandoning it or los-
ing it entirely as a shipping lane, but 
rather breaking its monopoly and di-

while fulfilling regulatory and secu-
rity requirements.

Workers’ cities contribute to re-
ducing security, municipal, and 
health violations by providing or-
ganized housing and linking work-
ers to their employers, workplaces, 
and residences through a unified 
database, facilitating monitoring and 
follow-up.

Al-Enezi stressed that the next 
phase requires a shift from the con-
cept of “housing management” to 
“labor system management,” so that 
the organization process includes 
data on the worker, profession, em-
ployer, workplace, residence, and 
the entity responsible for monitoring 
them.

He pointed out that the success 
of the workers’ city project requires 
completing the development of 
the previously allocated sites and 
strengthening coordination between 
the Ministry of Interior, Kuwait Mu-
nicipality, the Public Authority for 
Manpower (PAM), and other rel-
evant entities.

Al-Enezi also called for allowing 
the private sector to participate in the 
development, management, and op-
eration of workers’ cities.

He called for obligating contrac-
tors executing government projects 
to provide housing for workers.

Meanwhile, real estate researcher 
Abdulrahman Al-Hussainan believes 
that the success of the workers’ cit-
ies project depends not only on con-
structing new residential complexes, 
but also on the government’s adop-
tion of the project as a comprehen-
sive economic and investment model 
that generates revenue for the state 
and aligns with its goals of regulat-
ing the labor market and eliminating 
informal housing.

In an interview, Al-Hussainan 
explained that Gulf experiences, 
particularly in Qatar, the UAE, and 
Saudi Arabia, have demonstrated that 
workers’ cities can be transformed 
into integrated communities encom-
passing healthcare facilities, com-
mercial markets, banking services, 
and recreational areas. This would 
provide workers with a suitable and 
humane living environment while al-
leviating pressure on traditional resi-
dential areas.

Kuwait has financially sound gov-
ernment entities with investment 
expertise, such as the Public Institu-
tion for Social Security (PIFSS), the 
General Secretariat of Awqaf, and 
government agencies that own real 
estate assets. These entities can serve 
as key partners in developing work-
ers’ cities.

The involvement of these entities 
in developing workers’ cities would 
create income-generating real estate 
assets and provide the state with sus-
tainable revenues through rental in-

come and service fees.
Al-Hussainan indicated that the se-

curity and organizational campaigns 
witnessed in Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh con-
firm that security measures alone are 
insufficient, and that the next phase 
requires providing organized urban 
alternatives that accommodate work-
ers according to modern standards.

He emphasized that workers’ cit-
ies represent one of the most impor-
tant solutions, provided that the state 
views them as a long-term develop-
ment and investment project rather 
than merely a temporary housing 
project.

In addition, Head of the Devel-
opmental Entrepreneurship Associa-
tion, Ghadeer Abdul Mohsen Makki 
Jumaa, affirmed that establishing 
workers’ cities represents a sustain-
able urban solution that contributes 
to regulating workers’ housing, en-
suring compliance with legislation, 
and aligning with the objectives of 
“New Kuwait 2035” vision and PAM 
regulations.

She emphasized the importance of 
treating workers’ cities as integrated 
environments rather than merely 
places of residence, taking into ac-
count urban planning, services, 
health, and environmental considera-
tions while providing workers with a 
suitable living environment.

Jumaa explained that the success 
of this approach requires providing 
a comprehensive range of services 
and facilities within workers’ cities, 
tailored to the residents’ needs. This 
includes basic services and transpor-
tation, along with attention to clean-
liness, health, safety, and the envi-
ronment.

She stressed the importance of 
ensuring that workers’ cities comply 
with laws and regulations and are 
subject to clear monitoring and fol-
low-up mechanisms to prevent them 
from becoming illegal settlements 
over time.

Jumaa emphasized the necessity of 
coordination among relevant authori-
ties to ensure the implementation of 
regulations and the achievement of 
the intended developmental goals 
behind establishing these cities.

She pointed out that regulating 
workers’ housing also requires link-
ing it to official databases by en-
suring that each worker’s housing 
address is officially registered and 
approved. This would support the 
relevant authorities in their monitor-
ing and oversight efforts.

Jumaa emphasized that adopting 
the integrated workers’ city model 
can achieve a range of urban, social, 
and developmental goals by provid-
ing a structured environment for 
workers, protecting residential areas 
from uses incompatible with their 
nature, and ensuring the optimal use 
of land and services.

explained that its security efforts 
during this period resulted in 1,973 
security operations, the provision 
of assistance in 1,017 humanitarian 
cases, the arrest of 77 wanted indi-
viduals, and the impounding of 19 
wanted vehicles. It also apprehended 
45 individuals for expired residency 
permits and 21 individuals without 
official identification.

Ten individuals suspected of pos-
sessing drugs were arrested and re-
ferred to the Drug Control General 
Department. Thirteen individuals 
suspected of being under the influ-
ence of drugs were also apprehended.

The campaigns resulted in the is-
suance of 1,185 traffic citations, the 
impounding of nine vehicles for seri-
ous traffic offenses, and the handling 
of 119 traffic accidents.

minishing its ability to exert absolute 
control over energy transport.

Moreover, economic and legal 
expert Salem Al-Kandari called on 
Kuwait to break free from its tradi-
tional approach and target promising 
African and European markets rather 
than relying solely on Asian markets 
for selling Kuwaiti oil.

He indicated that this move ne-
cessitates securing a safe economic 
route, away from Hormuz.  He stated 
that the Saudi East-West pipeline, 
extending to the port of Yanbu on 
the Red Sea, is the optimal logistic 
and security corridor for exporting 
Kuwaiti oil to Europe and Africa.  
He added that this pipeline is distin-
guished by being a safe and reliable 
strategic outlet that spares Gulf en-
ergy shipments the risks of the usual 
geopolitical tension in the Strait of 
Hormuz.

He cited the enormous operational 
capacity of the Saudi pipeline, whose 
current maximum operating capacity 
is around seven million barrels per 
day.  “This is divided into roughly 
five million barrels per day for ex-
port through the port of Yanbu and 
two million barrels per day directed 
domestically to supply refineries and 
meet local consumption on the west-
ern coast of Saudi Arabia,” he elabo-
rated.

He believes that providing an al-
ternative to the Strait of Hormuz will 
reduce shipping costs, as the pipeline 
shortens the way around the Arabian 
Peninsula, thus, reducing travel times 
and mitigating the risks associated 
with wars and military operations.

He then stressed that the oil ex-
port pipeline project strengthens 
Gulf integration, solidifies logistic 
and economic ties between Kuwait 
and Saudi Arabia, and paves the way 
for the development of an integrated 
Gulf energy pipeline network.
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‘Secret Service and military wanted me on a different plane’

Trump confirms switch from Air Force One in Turkiye due to threat
WASHINGTON, Aug 12, (AP): US 
President Donald Trump said Tues-
day that he slipped away from Air 
Force One after a trip last month in 
Turkiye because the Secret Service 
and military wanted him on a “dif-
ferent plane” due to a threat that he 
insisted didn’t scare him.

Trump downplayed the extraor-
dinary nature of the subterfuge in-
volved in his flight, which saw him 
stow away in an airport catering con-
tainer to sneak onto another plane 
while Air Force One was sent into 
the sky, essentially as a decoy.

He also downplayed the risk to the 
people - White House officials, secu-
rity and support staff, and reporters 
- he left on the plane.

“They wanted me to go on a dif-
ferent flight, different plane,” Trump 
told reporters after returning from an 
event in Ohio, saying he had little 
choice in the matter.

“I guess there was a threat out 
there. I didn’t really ask too much 
about it,” he said. “I get a lot of 
threats.”

His comments confirmed a report 
that first appeared in The Washington 
Post saying that Trump, following a 
NATO summit last month, was spir-

ited onto a different plane because of 
a credible threat from Iran. The ac-
tion was kept secret for weeks, until 
the newspaper’s story.

“I think actually the plane that I 
flew on was at greater risk,” Trump 
said Tuesday, who did not provide 
many details about the action. But he 
said the incident did not scare him.

“I don’t worry about anything, to 
be honest,” Trump said. “Whatever 
it is. You know my attitude? What-
ever!”

Commanders in chief have some-
times kept overseas trips covert for 
security reasons, with schedules and 
logistics kept classified until after 
for safety reasons. But the fact that 
Trump’s whereabouts were con-
cealed at the time and for weeks 
afterward is believed to be unprec-
edented.

“We have absolutely seen the 
president fly on unmarked or decoy 
planes before, into Iraq, Afghani-
stan, other war-zone-like places,” 
said Garrett M. Graff, author of 
“Raven Rock: The Story of the U.S. 
Government’s Secret Plan to Save 
Itself - While the Rest of Us Die.”

“But this was an ongoing secret 
that I don’t think we’ve ever seen 

before.”
After hiding in the catering vehicle 

and being moved to the other plane, 
Trump stopped in Britain, sneaked 
back aboard the presidential plane 
undetected, and even later scoffed 
when asked about potential danger.

“If I go, you go. Right?” he told 

reporters then - gliding past the fact 
that if the plane had been shot down, 
the president wouldn’t have been 
aboard.

The president’s flight out of Tur-
kiye made headlines at the time be-
cause he had arrived aboard a luxury 
jet gifted by Qatar, which was not 

equipped with some of the same mis-
sile detection and countermeasure 
systems found on older presidential 
jets.

Trump ended up traveling in a 
smaller government aircraft from 
Turkey to the United Kingdom, only 
to secretly reboard the decoy jet, 
then descend from it and climb back 
aboard the Qatari plane.

Presidents have regularly tested 
the confines of their office, pushing 
their security advisers to visit war 
zones as a show of American pres-
ence and their own leadership. Usu-
ally, this happens in the form of trips 
that aren’t announced until the presi-
dent is deemed to be out of harm’s 
way.

What’s different this time is that 
Trump was covertly separated from 
the rest of his travelers - includ-
ing the press pool meant to provide 
independent coverage of the presi-
dent and his actions - and, instead 
of informing the public about what 
occurred once the risk had passed, 
the White House still hasn’t fully re-
vealed what took place.

Graff said the presence of the 
White House press corps is as much 
about protecting “the presidency and 

democracy” as it is about covering 
the story.

“This shows that the White House 
just fundamentally doesn’t under-
stand how important that role is,” he 
said.

In 2023, a motorcade pulled away 
from the White House around 3:30 
a.m. on a Sunday, and President Joe 
Biden later boarded an Air Force 
C-32, a modified Boeing 757 nor-
mally used for domestic trips to 
smaller airports, and flew to Poland. 
Biden then took a secret, 10-hour 
overnight train ride to Kyiv meant 
to show solidarity with Ukraine after 
Russia’s invasion.

A press pool at the White House 
had been expecting a quiet Sunday 
for Biden in Washington. However, 
two journalists went to Ukraine with 
him and documented the trip, captur-
ing images of Biden and Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
walking together.

In Trump’s first term, he made a 
secret Thanksgiving trip to Afghani-
stan in 2019, when officials kept a 
separate press pool and decoy plane 
in Florida to maintain the illusion 
that the president was spending the 
holiday at his Mar-a-Lago estate.

Surrounded by security, US President Donald Trump switches planes at US 
Air Force Base, RAF Mildenhall in Suffolk Eastern England, on his way back 

to Washington from the NATO summit in Ankara, Turkiye on July 8. (AP)

Severe weather knocks out power
in Illinois, Indiana and Ohio

Sen Graham, Rep Norman advance to 
GOP runoff for US Senate in S.Carolina

Nighttime blitz damages Russia’s 
Black Sea naval stronghold: Ukraine

COLUMBIA, SC, Aug 12, (AP): Sen 
Darline Graham and US Rep Ralph 
Norman have advanced to a runoff 
in South Carolina’s special Republi-
can primary to replace the late Lind-
sey Graham in the U.S. Senate, one 
month after his sudden death.

A first-time candidate who was 
always close to her brother’s politi-
cal orbit, Darline Graham overcame 
skepticism about her lack of experi-
ence in her campaign to replace him, 
as she moved forward Tuesday as 
the top vote-getter to runner-up Nor-
man from a 10-way field en route to 
an Aug. 25 runoff. Lindsey Graham 
died July 11, triggering a whirlwind 
special election season.

Gov. Henry McMaster had ap-
pointed Darline Graham to serve the 
waning months of her late brother’s 
term. She picked up President Don-
ald Trump’s swift backing, but the 
rare open Senate seat attracted a 
broad field, including some of the 
state’s top Republicans, setting up 
the latest test of the president’s com-
mand over the GOP base.

Darline Graham addressed report-
ers Tuesday evening flanked by her 
family and introduced herself anew 
to the state’s Republicans voters. 
She boasted of her work with Trump 
in her first three weeks in the Sen-
ate and took a veiled swipe at her 
opponent, saying she was “guilty as 
charged” of not being a politician.

“I will spend the next two weeks 
of this runoff meeting with voters 
and unlike some politicians listen-
ing to their concerns - yes, listening 
to their concerns,” Graham said, not 
mentioning Norman by name. “This 
seat belongs to the people of South 

Carolina and I will work hard to 
earn, earn your vote.”

Trump told reporters Tuesday eve-
ning that Graham called him after 
making the runoff to thank him for his 
support. Trump responded “I think so” 
when asked if he would campaign for 
her, but noted he also liked Norman 
and other candidates in the race, say-
ing, “I mean, they’re all Trumpers.”

Also:
MADISON, Wis: Moderate Democrat 
David Crowley won the Wisconsin 
primary for governor, defeating a 
democratic socialist who fell short 
of trying to deliver another win for 
progressives in a battleground state.

Crowley, who is vying to become 
Wisconsin’s first Black governor, 
pitched himself as the candidate 

best positioned to win in November 
against Republican US Rep Tom 
Tiffany, who is endorsed by Presi-
dent Donald Trump.

Crowley narrowly defeated demo-
cratic socialist Francesca Hong, who 
was hoping to ride the wave of re-
cent victories by progressive candi-
dates, including Abdul El-Sayed in 
neighboring Michigan’s U.S. Senate 
race last week.

His win was the movement’s first 
major success in a purple state. It 
also fed fears in the party’s leaders 
that such candidates, farther afield 
and often carrying political baggage 
of past stances such as defunding 
the police, would struggle to beat 
Republicans and imperil the party’s 
hopes of recapturing control of the 
U.S. Senate and U.S. House.

KYIV, Ukraine, Aug 12, (AP): Ukrai-
nian anti-ship missiles, jet-powered 
aerial drones and sea drones blitzed 
a major Russian naval base on the 
Black Sea coast in a “unique” night-
time operation, Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy said Wednes-
day.

Cutting-edge drones developed 
by Kyiv since Russia invaded more 
than four years ago have repeatedly 
targeted Russian ships in the Black 
Sea, including warships and oil tank-
ers. Both countries have Black Sea 
shorelines.

Ukraine’s uncrewed fleet has suc-
ceeded in limiting the movements of 
Russia’s once-dominant Black Sea 
navy, Kyiv officials say, in one of the 
country’s biggest accomplishments 
of the war.

But Ukrainian officials reckon that 
Russian President Vladimir Putin is 
bent on prosecuting the invasion, 
despite his bigger army’s slow and 
costly progress on the battlefield 
and U.S. diplomatic efforts to find a 
settlement.

Putin is planning “an additional 
rapid mobilization of several hun-
dred thousand Russians by the end of 
the year,” Zelenskyy said on social 
media late Tuesday, citing Ukrainian 
intelligence reports.

Those reports have also said re-
cently that Russia is expanding 
production of ballistic missiles and 
jet-powered drones, both of which 
are hard for Ukrainian air defenses 
to counter.

Meanwhile, Ukraine is also trying 
to scale up its weapons manufactur-
ing through agreements with partner 
countries, as both countries appar-
ently plan to fight on.

The Ukrainian military “carried 
out a unique operation targeting the 
naval base in Novorossiysk - the last 
major stronghold of the Russian fleet 
in the Black Sea,” Zelenskyy said in 
a social media post Wednesday.

The attack struck air defenses, 
piers and other port infrastructure in 

the Krasnodar region city, he added.
Krasnodar region Gov. Veniamin 

Kondratyev said that hundreds of 
Ukrainian drones attacked Novoros-
siysk, Anapa and Gelendzhik and the 
Temryuk district of the region over-
night.

Russian air defenses downed more 
than 500 Ukrainian drones, the De-
fense Ministry in Moscow said.

In Novorossiysk, an eight-year old 
child was killed in the attack, and 
a person wounded when his house 
in the Temryuk region was hit later 
died in hospital, Kondratyev said. 
He added that 12 other people in the 
region were wounded.

Debris from downed drones fell 
on the territory of four industrial 
plants and 21 residential buildings, 
according to Kondratyev, but offi-
cials gave no details of any damage.

Novorossiysk is also home to a 
key international oil terminal. The 
Grushovaya oil transshipment com-
plex near Novorossiysk is one of the 
largest transshipment hubs in south-
ern Russia for oil and petroleum 
products.

Last February, the US State De-
partment expressed its displeasure 

about Ukraine’s attacks on Novoros-
siysk, saying they have impacted US 
oil interests in Kazakhstan.

Also:
MOSCOW: Russian President Vladi-
mir Putin on Wednesday threatened 
retaliation for Western seizures of its 
commercial vessels, describing them 
as “piracy.”

Speaking on a visit to a Russian 
warship that was taking part in a na-
val exercise in the Pacific, Putin de-
scribed the Western moves to detain 
vessels linked to Russia as a breach 
of international maritime law.

“It’s nothing but piracy and rob-
bery,” Putin said. “If this is done, we 
will be forced to respond in kind.”

He added that the Russian re-
sponse wouldn’t necessarily come in 
the waters where the Russian ships 
were seized, noting that Moscow 
could retaliate “in any area where we 
see it as necessary and appropriate,” 
including in the Pacific.

The Pacific Fleet chief, Adm. Vik-
tor Liina, reported to Putin that the 
navy was ready to start inspections 
of the commercial ships serving the 
“unfriendly nations.” 

CHICAGO, Aug 12, (AP): Se-
vere weather cut power to more 
than half a million people in the 
Chicago area and northwestern 
Indiana as perilous thunderstorms 
and tornadoes pummeled the re-
gion Tuesday, causing widespread 
damage and bringing lightning 
that injured people at an Ohio 
prison.

Tornado warning sirens howled 
as the skies darkened. All flights 
were temporarily stopped at Chi-
cago’s two major airports, and 
officials warned of delays as the 
backlog was cleared. In Ohio, 
power outages swept the state 
capital region, and at least one 
death was reported.

Sixteen incarcerated people 
were hospitalized, including one 
who was transported by heli-
copter, after lightning struck at 
a prison complex southwest of 
Cleveland, according to the Ohio 
Department of Corrections. The 
victims were injured as they re-
turned from an evening meal at 
Grafton Reintegration Center, 
department spokesperson JoEllen 
Smith said in an email Tuesday 
evening. Their conditions weren’t 
immediately known.

Two tornadoes touched down 
just south of Chicago, the Na-
tional Weather Service said Tues-
day night. Photos posted on social 
media from the Chicago area, 
and across the state line in Indi-
ana, showed flooded roads, trees 
tangled in power lines and homes 

with gashes in their roofs.
“No power. It was very scary. 

We were down in the basement,” 
said Javid Jenkins of Homewood, 
a Chicago suburb. “We’re built for 
snow. We’re built for cold. We’re 
not built for this.”

Jenkins, 54, said he was driving 
around for gas to fire up a genera-
tor to preserve food in his refrig-
erator.

Forecasters said a wind gust of 
99 mph (159 kph) was recorded 
in Gary, Indiana. Elsewhere there 
were numerous reports of gusts of 
80 mph (128 kph) or more at per-
sonal weather stations.

Preliminary information in-
dicated that the intense system 
that swept from Iowa into Indi-
ana over several hours qualified 

as a derecho, the weather ser-
vice’s Storm Prediction Center 
said Tuesday evening. Derechos 
are prolonged straight-line wind 
events that unleash heavy rainfall 
and travel far distances. The dam-
age they cause is sometimes com-
parable to the destructive forces of 
tornadoes or hurricanes.

The weather service bluntly 
warned earlier in the day: “These 
are dangerous storms!”

More than 600,000 customers 
lost electricity in Illinois and In-
diana, according to poweroutage.
us. Lake and Porter counties in 
Indiana and Will County, south 
of Chicago, were especially hard 
hit. Farther east in Ohio, at least 
250,000 customers were without 
power.

A home is damaged after a storm in Tinley Park, Illinois on Aug 11. (AP)

President-elect and former Supreme Court president Andras Baka delivers a speech after being elected President 
of the Republic during the extraordinary plenary session of the Hungarian Parliament in Budapest, Hungary on 

Aug 11. (AP)

Hungary’s Parliament taps András Baka 
as president as part of Orbán-era purge
BUDAPEST, Hungary, Aug 12, (AP): Hungary’s Parlia-
ment elected former Supreme Court chief justice András 
Baka as president on Tuesday as the country’s new gov-
ernment dismantles power structures left behind by for-
mer Prime Minister Viktor Orbán.

Lawmakers with the governing Tisza party elected 
Baka in a secret ballot with 140 votes for and six votes 
against with no abstentions, while Orbán’s far-right Fi-
desz party boycotted the vote.

Baka is expected to be sworn in on Aug 19. The role 
of president in Hungary is largely ceremonial, though the 
president does have the power to send bills back to law-
makers or to the Constitutional Court for review.

Prime Minister Peter Magyar’s government has argued 
that the purge of officials appointed during Orbán’s time 
in office is necessary to restore democratic norms and in-
stitutional integrity that were eroded during his tenure.

Orbán and Fidesz have accused the new government 
of “tyrannical” policies, which Magyar and Tisza deny.

In comments in Parliament following his election, 
Baka criticized the performance of Orbán’s four succes-
sive governments and said one of the biggest challenges 
facing Hungary was the deep social and political polar-
ization during the former leader’s 16 years in power.

Baka added that while past legal and financial abuses 
must be investigated and prosecuted and democratic in-
stitutions restored, political change in Hungary should 
not come through “revenge.”

“This country cannot build a common future while its 
citizens see each other as enemies,” he said. “Political 
change should not mean that from now on people will 
have to be afraid, be silent, or feel like outsiders in their 
own country.”

Since taking office in May, Magyar’s administration 
has gone to work dismantling what he calls Orbán’s 
“mafia” by removing numerous political appointees and 
heads of institutions viewed as having facilitated Orbán’s 
autocratic government.

The new government has suspended the news service 
of Hungary’s public television and radio - which Magyar 
has argued served as a “propaganda factory” for Orbán’s 
party - and closed Hungary’s Sovereignty Protection Of-
fice, an authority seen by Orbán’s opponents as a tool for 
intimidating critics and silencing independent media.

It has also made judicial reforms, set up an office aimed 
at investigating financial abuses under the Orbán govern-
ment and imposed a 12-year term limit on lawmakers and 
an 8-year limit for prime ministers.

US Sen Darline Graham speaks with reporters after advancing to a special 
GOP Senate primary runoff to replace Sen. Lindsey Graham, on Aug 11, 

in Columbia, SC. (AP)

Russian President Vladimir Putin, left, and Russian Pacific Fleet Command-
er-in-Chief Admiral Viktor Liina attend a meeting with navy officers on board 
of the Varyag missile cruiser of the Pacific Fleet during a military exercise 

near Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk, on Sakhalin Island, Russia on Aug 12. (AP)
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N.Korea launches missile toward 
sea ahead of US-S.Korea army drills
SEOUL, South Korea, Aug 12, (AP): 
North Korea on Wednesday performed 
its second ballistic missile test in less 
than a week, its neighbors said, a likely 
protest of the upcoming South Korea-
U.S. military drills that North Korea 
views as an invasion rehearsal.

South Korea’s Joint Chiefs of Staff 
said a ballistic missile fired from the 
North’s eastern coastal Wonsan area 
around 6 a.m. flew more than 700 kilo-
meters (435 miles). The Japanese De-
fense Ministry also detected the launch, 
saying the weapon landed in waters 
outside its exclusive economic zone, be-
tween the Korean Peninsula and Japan.

The launches, within days of each 
other, were seen as part of North Ko-
rea’s extended run of weapons tests as 
the country has refused to return to talks 
with the U.S. and South Korea for years. 
Experts say North Korea often uses its 
rivals’ military training as a pretext to 
boost its own testing activities.

South Korea’s military said it re-
mains ready to repel any provocation 
by Pyongyang in cooperation with 
the United States. South Korea’s na-
tional security council called North 
Korean ballistic missile launches 
“acts of provocation” and urged the 
North to halt them immediately.

Japanese Defense Minister Shin-
jiro Koizumi told reporters that Japan 

strongly protested the North Korean 
launch through their embassies in Bei-
jing. “It’s a serious problem that affects 
the safety of the Japanese people,” 
he said. The latest launch came two 
days after South Korea and the United 
States announced they will kick off 
their annual large-scale military drills 
on Aug. 17 to beef up readiness against 
North Korean threats.

North Korea has previously re-

sponded to the Ulchi Freedom Shield 
training and other major South 
Korea-US military exercises with 
provocative weapons tests and harsh 
rhetoric. The U.S. and South Korea 
have repeatedly said their training is 
defensive in nature.

After last year’s Ulchi Freedom 
Shield training exercises began, North 
Korean leader Kim Jong Un said the 
drills showed the US and South Ko-
rea’s “will to ignite a war” and claimed 
they have grown more provocative 
than before, which has prompted North 
Korea to respond with “proactive and 
overwhelming” countermeasures.

On Aug. 6, South Korea, the US 
and Japan detected the launch of a 
short-range ballistic missile from 
North Korea in what was the North’s 
first ballistic weapons testing ac-
tivity since late June. North Korea 
didn’t confirm the reported launch, 
though it usually releases details of 
weapons tests a day later.

Multiple UN Security Council 
resolutions ban North Korea from 
launching ballistic missiles. But 
North Korea has ramped up ballistic 
and other weapons testing activities 
to expand its nuclear and missile 
arsenals since Kim’s high-stakes di-
plomacy with US President Donald 
Trump fell apart in 2019.

‘I had the full support of our caucus’

NZ Premier Luxon survives another leadership vote
WELLINGTON, New Zealand, Aug 
12, (AP): New Zealand Prime Minis-
ter Christopher Luxon said Wednes-
day that he survived a leadership 
vote prompted by a challenge from 
his defense minister less than three 
months before an election.

The vote took place during a hast-
ily convened meeting of Luxon’s 
center-right National Party lawmak-
ers at Parliament in Wellington, 
which was held behind closed doors 
and ran for more than three hours. 
Luxon then emerged flanked by his 
lawmakers to give a brief statement 
and departed without taking any 
questions from reporters.

“There was a confidence vote in 
my leadership this morning at our 
caucus meeting,” he said. “I had the 
full support of our caucus and our 
caucus is united and it is determined 
to win this election.”

Luxon didn’t say how many law-
makers had voted for him to contin-
ue in the job, although such ballots 
are usually a secret.

Hours later, he said in a state-
ment that the vote was prompted by 
a leadership challenge from his de-
fense minister, Chris Penk, adding 
that he had removed Penk from his 
ministerial portfolios. On Wednes-
day night, Luxon’s office distributed 
a statement from Penk, in which the 
challenger said he would quit Parlia-

ment altogether.
The vote was the second Luxon 

had called about his own leader-
ship since April and leaves linger-
ing questions coming so close to the 
election scheduled for Nov 7.

The April vote followed drops 
in polling for National, while this 
week’s followed recent public re-
marks Luxon had made on various 
issues that some in his party saw as 
gaffes.

On Tuesday, the leader took the 
rare step of disclosing on social me-

dia that he faced renewed rumblings 
about his leadership, and announcing 
he would call a meeting of his law-
makers Wednesday to resolve it.

“It is my firm belief that division 
and disunity are a major distraction 
only 90 days out from the election,” 
he wrote on X. “I also believe this 
distraction is unfair to the New Zea-
land people, and dedicated National 
Party candidates, supporters and 
volunteers, when there is so much at 
stake.”

National has led a right-wing coali-

tion government since New Zealand’s 
2023 election. Luxon, a former airline 
executive who entered Parliament in 
2020, had led the party since 2021.

Details of who had prompted 
the leadership rumblings at first re-
mained a mystery.

Nobody publicly confirmed plans 
for a leadership bid or expressed in-
tentions to oust their leader, and those 
whose names were reported specula-
tively by news outlets denied it.

Several hours after the vote, Lux-
on named Penk as his challenger and 
said his now former minister’s posi-
tion was “untenable.”

Penk, 47, was also the minister 
for building and construction, and 
responsible for the security services 
and space portfolios. A former law-
yer who served in Australia’s navy, 
Penk entered Parliament in 2017.

He didn’t immediately respond to 
a request for comment on Wednes-
day, but in the statement Luxon’s of-
fice attributed to him, Penk said he 
had “reflected on my political future 
with my family tonight” and would 
not seek reelection in November, ef-
fectively ending his political career.

“I am proud of the progress I have 
contributed to as a Minister this 
term,” Penk’s statement said. “How-
ever, I have decided it is the time 
for me to seek other opportunities to 
serve New Zealand.”

Quake response strains Colombia’s
new government and rescuers

Candlelight vigil in Islamabad honors
10 climbers killed on Broad Peak

PEREIRA, Colombia, Aug 12, 
(AP): The search for survivors in 
the rubble of Colombia’s powerful 
earthquake grew more desperate on 
Wednesday, two days after the quake 
brought down buildings, buckled 
roads and crushed cars.

The devastation has tested Colom-
bia’s new President Abelardo de la 
Espriella and his government as it 
scrambles to respond to the natural 
disaster and civil society as it pushes 
to provide aid to the vulnerable com-
munities most affected by the quake.

By Tuesday, de la Espriella said the 
7.4 magnitude earthquake had killed at 
least 181 people and left 2,595 more 
injured in the west of the country. He 
said at least 195 remained missing, but 
civilian-run databases put that number 
closer to 4,000.

Teams continued to pick through 
the rubble overnight in the hardest-hit 
cities of Cali, Pereira, Manizales and 
Quibdo, as time ticked away for vic-
tims to be found - and rescued - alive.

Aid agencies consider the first 48 
to 72 hours crucial for retrieving sur-
vivors, though that threshold can be 

extended if they have access to food 
and water. There have been scenes 
of joy amid the devastation: rescuers 
pulling a dust-covered baby through 
a crack in a concrete wall, and on-
lookers cheering as teams lifted a 

woman onto a stretcher.
In many areas, the official re-

sponse to the devastation has been 
complicated by the ongoing crises of 
deep poverty and civil warfare that 
has forced displacement for decades.

ISLAMABAD, Aug 12, (AP): 
Mountaineers, diplomats and mem-
bers of civil society gathered in 
Pakistan’s capital Tuesday evening 
for a candlelight vigil honoring 10 
climbers killed in an avalanche on 
Broad Peak, as rescuers described 
an arduous mission to bring their fel-
low climbers down from one of the 
world’s highest mountains.

Rain fell as mourners lit candles 
and prayed for the dead, shielding 
the flickering flames from the down-
pour as they gathered on the open 
lawns of a sports complex in Islam-
abad to remember the climbers who 
never returned from the mountain.

The vigil came days after search 
teams ended an operation that recov-
ered the remains of eight climbers. Two 
bodies have not yet been recovered.

Among the dead was renowned Brit-
ish-Nepali mountaineer Nirmal Purja. 
Nepal lost six climbers in the July 30 
disaster, when a massive avalanche 
struck an international expedition.

Nepal’s ambassador to Pakistan, 
Rita Dhital, joined the vigil and paid 
tribute to the climbers as candles 

were lit in their memory. She re-
called meeting Purja at her Islam-
abad home before the expedition and 
said he would often tell her, “Giving 
up is not in my blood.”

She thanked Pakistani climb-
ers and rescuers who went onto the 
mountain in dangerous weather to 

search for the missing climbers and 
recover their bodies. Dhital particu-
larly praised renowned Pakistani 
mountaineer Sirbaz Khan, who led 
the recovery team, as well as the Al-
pine Club of Pakistan, the military 
and government officials involved in 
the operation.

Indonesia ferry fire evacuates dozens, 1 dead: 
Crews rescued 172 people and recovered the body of 
a passenger from a ferry that caught fire in rough seas 
Wednesday near the Indonesian tourist island of Bali, 
authorities said.

The fire started about 4:15 am while the Putri Yas-
min ferry was en route from Padang Bai port in Bali 
to Lembar port on the neighboring island of Lombok 
in West Nusa Tenggara province, according to the 
search and rescue office in Mataram, the provincial 
capital.

The agency received an emergency report almost 
half an hour later and immediately deployed person-
nel and rescue vessels.

“Our top priority is the safety of all passengers 
and crew members,” said Muhammad Hariyadi, who 
heads the Mataram Search and Rescue Office. (AP)

❑     ❑     ❑

Tropical storm weakens, departs Japan: Business 
in the greater Tokyo area was almost back to normal 
Wednesday after a tropical storm weakened to a de-
pression and left Japan, with transportation operating 
normally and power restored to most homes.

Before becoming a depression, Tropical Strom Chan-
hom made landfall in southern Ibaraki prefecture late 
Tuesday. It was off the northern coast of Kyoto late 
morning Wednesday while moving away from the coun-
try, the Japan Meteorological Agency said.

The tropical storm hit Japan days after Typhoon Dol-
phin created havoc in parts of southern Japan, paralyzing 
traffic and sending hundreds to take shelter.

After weakening to a tropical storm, Dolphin killed 
10 people in the Philippines and caused flooding in 
China, forcing hundreds of thousands of people to 
relocate. (AP)

❑     ❑     ❑

Thai govt orders gun control review: The Thai 
government on Wednesday pledged to tighten gun 
controls and crack down on illegal firearms after two 
deadly shootings near Bangkok in less than a week 
renewed pressure on authorities to curb gun violence.

The country has one of the highest rates of gun 
ownership in Asia despite its fairly restrictive gun 
laws. The two recent shootings, both in Nonthaburi 
province northwest of the capital Bangkok, have in-
tensified calls for tougher enforcement and tighter 
controls on firearms.

A student opened fire at his high school and fam-
ily home on Friday, killing at least eight people and 
injuring more than 20 before apparently taking his 
own life, according to police. Three days later, a 
former lawmaker was arrested after a shooting at a 
government office that killed one person and injured 
another. (AP)

44 dead as ferry capsizes in Zimbabwe: The death 
toll has risen to 44 a day after an overloaded ferry 
capsized on Lake Kariba in Zimbabwe, police said 
Wednesday.

Police said on X that the bodies had been retrieved 
from the lake that forms part of the border between 
Zimbabwe and Zambia. But police did not update 
how many people were injured or missing after Tues-
day’s disaster involving a ferry operated by a govern-
ment agency.

The ferry capsized while carrying at least 114 adult 
passengers and five crew members, according to Zim-
babwe’s disaster management agency. The agency 
said Tuesday that 77 people had been rescued. (AP)

❑     ❑     ❑

10 Nigerian police officers killed: A gunbattle 
between rebels and Nigerian security forces has 
left 10 police officers dead in a remote part of the 
country’s conflict-battered north, authorities said 
Tuesday.

The clash, which occurred on Monday in the Saka-
ba council area of Kebbi state, also left two civilians 
and 17 of the rebels dead, police spokesperson Bashir 
Usman said in a statement.

The rebels were heavily armed and riding on 
motorcycles when they were intercepted by secu-
rity forces, said Usman. They were seen close to the 
border with Zamfara state, where armed gangs who 
frequently raid Nigerian towns and villages are con-
centrated.

“Tragically, we lost 10 gallant police personnel 
in the engagement, while two others sustained inju-
ries and are receiving medical attention,” the police 
spokesman said. (AP)

Rescue workers carry a survivor Daniela Largo after pulling her from the 
rubble the day after an earthquake struck Pereira, Colombia on Aug 11. 

(AP)

Asia

Africa

In this photo made from video released by the Indo-
nesian National Search and Rescue Agency (BA-
SARNAS), smoke billows from a passenger ferry 
Putri Yasmin after it caught fire while traveling from 
the tourist island of Bali to neighboring island of 
Lombok, in the waters of Lombok Strait, Indonesia 

on Aug 12. (AP)

Nigerian soldiers ride on an armored personnel car-
rier during Eid al-Fitr celebrations in Maiduguri, in 

Borno state, Nigeria on Aug 8, 2013. (AP)

A TV screen shows a file image of 
North Korea’s missile launch during 
a news program at Seoul Railway 
Station in Seoul, South Korea on 

Aug 12. (AP)

Residents of a slum affected by a landslide gather behind rescue workers 
in Mumbai, India on Aug 12. (AP)

Landslide in Mumbai 
kills six, injures four
MUMBAI, India, Aug 12, (AP): Heavy 
monsoon rains triggered a landslide in 
a densely populated neighborhood in 
India’s financial capital, Mumbai, early 
Wednesday, killing at least six people 
and injuring four others, authorities said.

The landslide struck before dawn 
when a section of hillside collapsed 
onto two or three homes in a tightly 
packed cluster of houses in Mumbai’s 
suburb of Ghatkopar, said Tanaji Kam-
bli, a civic official.

Authorities immediately launched a 
rescue operation involving firefighters, 
police, the National Disaster Response 
Force and civic officials but efforts 
were hampered by narrow access lanes 
that prevented the use of heavy ma-
chinery, officials said.

Rescue teams pulled at least 10 peo-
ple from the debris and rushed them 
to a government hospital. Six people, 
including two children and two teen-
agers, were declared dead on arrival, 
Tanaji said.

Candles burn next to pictures of climbers who lost their lives on Broad 
Peak during a candlelight vigil in their memory, in Islamabad, Pakistan on 

Aug 11. (AP)

Ex-Chinese Premier Zhu Rongji, 
architect of growth, dies at 97

BEIJING, Aug 12, (AP): Former 
Chinese Premier Zhu Rongji 
who helped ignite China’s explo-
sive economic boom by forcing 
wrenching change on state in-
dustry in the 1990s and leading 
the country into the World Trade 
Organization, has died of illness, 
state media reported Wednesday. 
He was 97.

Zhu died in Beijing at 
around 11 am on Wednesday, 
the official news agency Xin-
hua reported.

Once sent into rural exile 
to do manual labor for prais-
ing reforms in other communist 
countries, Zhu pushed through a 
dizzying array of changes as pre-
mier, China’s top economic post, 
from 1998 to 2003 under former 
President Jiang Zemin.

Zhu clashed with Commu-
nist Party conservatives and 
state industry bosses as he 
pushed state-owned compa-
nies to become efficient and 
profitable. That cost millions 
of layoffs, but helped propel 
China to overtake Japan as the 
second-largest economy be-
hind the United States in 2010.

Building on former leader 
Deng Xiaoping’s 1979 reforms, 
Zhu is credited with supplying 
the resourcefulness and tenacity 

to push through history-making 
changes such as China’s WTO 
membership, which helped to 
transform China into the world’s 
biggest exporter.

Those changes helped to keep 
economic growth above 8% a 
year from 2000 to 2010, peaking 
at 14.2% in 2007.

Named premier in 1998 at age 
69. His demanding style earned 
him the nicknames Boss and Zhu 
Fengzi, or Madman Zhu.

Former Chinese Premier Zhu 
Rongji stands during a parade 
commemorating the 70th an-
niversary of Japan’s surrender 
during World War II held in front 
of Tiananmen Gate in Beijing 

on Sept. 3, 2015. (AP)

New Zealand Prime Minister Christopher Luxon, (center), speaks to re-
porters at Parliament in Wellington, New Zealand, on Wednesday, Aug. 12 

2026, after a leadership vote among his own party’s lawmakers. (AP)
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Oil price up by $8.79 to $84.06 pb
KUWAIT CITY, Aug 12, (KUNA): Price of 
Kuwaiti oil rose by USD 8.79 to reach USD 
84.06 per barrel (pb) in Tuesday’s trading, 
compared with USD 75.27 in Friday’s trad-
ing, according to Kuwait Petroleum Corpo-

ration (KPC) on Wednesday.
In global markets, Brent crude rose by 

95 cents to reach USD 88.67 pb, while 
US West Texas Intermediate increased by 
USD 1.04 to reach USD 83.17 pb.

Net profit rises 19% to KD 24.2 million in the first half of 2026

Warba Bank continues growth trajectory & announces H1 2026 financial results

30 trainees completed training across 22 Zain stores

KPC reports KD 2.16 billion profit despite major challenges
KUWAIT CITY, Aug 12, (KUNA): State-owned Kuwait Petroleum Corpora-
tion (KPC) posted on Wednesday a net profit of KD 2.155 billion (USD 6.9 
billion) for the fiscal year 2025/2026, its strongest in three years, chief execu-
tive Sheikh Nawaf Al-Sabah said on Wednesday.

The last fiscal year had been “exceptional by every measure,” despite the 
national oil sector having been dealt “the strongest blow,”in the form of Ira-
nian attacks on key infrastructure since the 1990 Iraqi invasion of Kuwait, 
praising the resilience of industry staff in the face of adversity.

The turn of events showcased with clarity the ability of Kuwaitis to per-
severe, driven by a an unbridled sense of national ardor, in the same man-
ner their predecessors had navigated through the Iraqi invasion of 1990, he 

underlined.
The three-year net profit high comes at a time of immense challenges that 

plagued the last fiscal year, he said, citing the drop in global oil prices and 
the ramifications of the Iranian onslaught, which triggered a sharp decline in 
crude output.

The national oil industry still managed to chalk up key accomplishments 
despite the unrest, including an expansion in offshore oil exploration work 
and a “greater presence,” in the global petrochemicals industry, while the 
record USD 16 billion “Shaheen,” pipeline deal that marks the biggest 
foreign investment in Kuwati’s history was another case in point, added 
the official.

Zain Summer Program wraps up 5-week journey 
of learning, innovation, and youth empowerment
KUWAIT CITY, Aug 12: Zain Ku-
wait wrapped-up the seventh season 
of its Summer Program, following 
a five-week internship experience 
that brought together 30 trainees, 
including university students and 
fresh graduates, across 22 Zain 
stores. The 2026 season further re-
inforced the program’s position as 
one of the leading internship plat-
forms in Kuwait’s private sector, 
offering a blend of hands-on work, 
innovation experiences, and youth 
empowerment skills.
Zain held a closing ceremony at its 
HQ in Shuwaikh to celebrate all 
participants in recognition of their 
efforts and commitment through-
out the program. The ceremony 
also honored outstanding trainees 
across several categories, including 
top performers in sales, along with 
other categories that reflected initia-
tive, dedication, and excellence dur-
ing the training experience.

In its seventh year, the program 
offered a comprehensive field-train-
ing journey across Zain stores in 
different areas of Kuwait. Trainees 
worked side by side with the com-
pany’s customer-facing employees, 
giving them the opportunity to gain 
first-hand insight into the work of 
different departments and practice a 
range of skills, including customer 
engagement, understanding cus-
tomer needs, and marketing prod-
ucts.

The 2026 season was one of the 
program’s most successful to date, 
attracting strong interest during the 
registration phase with more than 
2,400 youngsters applying. More 
than 600 eligible applicants were 
interviewed, before the final group 
of trainees was selected to take part 
in the experience in line with the 
program’s objectives and the nature 
of field training inside Zain stores.

Throughout the program, train-
ees gained practical experience in 
sales, marketing, customer service, 
professional communication, and 
teamwork. They also developed 
skills in discipline, responsibility, 
self-confidence, and problem-solv-
ing in everyday situations, strength-
ening their readiness to transition 
from academic life to the job mar-
ket, while adding valuable experi-
ence to their CVs.

The program was not limited to 

field training inside stores. It also 
featured a range of additional ac-
tivities, including an orientation 
session, workshops, and training 
sessions delivered by INJAZ to 
develop personal and professional 
skills and enhance trainees’ readi-
ness for the job market. Interac-
tive and recreational activities also 
helped build team spirit, strengthen 
bonds between participants, and 
create a positive environment that 
combined practical learning with 
constructive engagement.

Trainees also took part in a work-
shop on the practical use of artificial 
intelligence in study, work, and ev-
eryday life. The workshop explored 
how AI tools can support innova-
tion, idea analysis, presentation 
development, and preparation for 

project pitches before the judges 
panel, while emphasizing the im-
portance of responsible use and the 
role of these tools in supporting 
thinking rather than replacing it.

The final challenge was one of 
the program’s key highlights, with 
trainees working in teams to devel-
op practical youth-led ideas linked 
to Zain’s areas of focus. The chal-
lenge centered on four main tracks: 
digital skills, sustainability, youth 
empowerment, and digital respon-
sibility.

During the closing ceremony, 
the teams presented their projects, 
outlining the challenge each idea 
aimed to address, the target audi-
ence, implementation mechanism, 
expected impact, and success in-
dicators. Their presentations were 

also supported by visual concepts 
and early prototypes that brought 
the ideas to life.

The Zain Summer Program re-
flects the company’s belief in the 
importance of investing in youth 
potential and providing practical 
opportunities that help young peo-
ple discover their capabilities, de-
velop their skills, and gain a realis-
tic understanding of the workplace.

The program continues to serve 
as one of Zain’s leading annual 
platforms for empowering Kuwaiti 
youth, strengthening their readiness 
for the job market, and preparing a 
generation equipped with the confi-
dence, experience, and digital and 
professional skills needed to con-
tribute effectively to the workforce 
and the digital economy.

Gulf Bank showcases the 
benefits of ‘red’ account
KUWAIT CITY, Aug 12: As part of 
its commitment to supporting youth 
and empowering them financially, 
Gulf Bank participated in Kuwait 
University’s orientation forum for 
new students. During the event, the 
Bank introduced new students and 
their parents to a range of banking 
services designed specifically for 
young people, while also promot-
ing financial awareness as part of its 
continued support for the “Let’s Be 
Aware” campaign.

Gulf Bank’s booth attracted strong 
interest from visitors, with the sales 
team highlighting the benefits of the 
red account, which is specifically de-
signed to meet the needs of students 
and youth and complement their 
lifestyle. The team also presented 
the red plus prepaid card, which 
provides cardholders with a unique 
range of benefits, discounts, and ex-
clusive offers.

Students who transfer their stu-
dent allowances and will receive 
a red plus card card free of charge 
for five years, in addition to 20,000 
welcome points—equivalent to KD 
60—through Gulf Points, Kuwait’s 
most rewarding loyalty program. 
They will also receive a KD 10 
voucher from Trolley and benefit 
from several other exclusive offers 
from Oula and Trolley.

Existing customers who hold a red 
account and obtain a red plus prepaid 
card will receive 5,000 welcome 
points, a 50% discount on the Tala-
bat application every Monday, and a 
50% discount on two tickets per day 

at VOX Cinemas and Cinescape.
The journey continues beyond 

graduation, as graduates will receive 
an instant gift of 5,000 points upon 
receiving their graduation allowance, 
followed by an additional 20,000 
points when converting their red ac-
count into a salary account and obtain-
ing a complimentary credit card.

Gulf Bank’s team also empha-
sized the importance of sound finan-
cial planning, responsible spending, 
protecting banking information, and 
raising awareness of the risks of 
electronic fraud. These efforts sup-
port the objectives of the “Let’s Be 
Aware” campaign, which seeks to 
promote financial literacy and en-
courage responsible financial behav-
ior across all segments of society, 
particularly among young people.

Gulf Bank is committed to main-
taining a strong presence at events 
that bring it closer to young people, 
reflecting its belief in the importance 
of supporting students at the begin-
ning of their university journey. The 
Bank aims to provide them with 
banking solutions that meet their 
needs while strengthening their fi-
nancial awareness and helping them 
make sound financial decisions that 
contribute to building their future.

The Bank’s participation in the 
forum forms part of an integrated 
strategy to promote financial inclu-
sion across all segments of society, 
strengthen engagement with young 
people, and introduce them to its in-
novative banking solutions and ser-
vices.

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 12: Warba Bank announced its financial results for the 
first half of 2026, continuing to deliver strong financial and operational per-
formance that reflects the success of its long-term strategy to strengthen its 
position as a leading Islamic financial institution capable of achieving sus-
tainable growth and delivering value to customers, shareholders, and other 
stakeholders.

The results come as the bank continues to implement its strategic plans 
focused on innovation, digital transformation, product and service develop-
ment, and operational efficiency, while keeping pace with rapid developments 
in the banking sector and responding to the evolving needs and expectations 
of customers.

Warba Bank recorded net profit of KD 24.2 million in the first half of 2026, 
compared with KD 20.3 million in the same period last year, representing a 
19% increase. Earnings per share (EPS) reached 4.29 fils. Net operating in-
come increased by 21% to KD 59.2 million, compared with KD 48.9 million 
in the same period last year.

The bank also recorded growth across key financial indicators. Total assets 
reached KD 6.2 billion, depositors’ accounts stood at KD 3.6 billion, financ-
ing receivables increased by 9% to KD 4.3 billion compared with the same 
period last year, while total equity attributable to shareholders reached KD 
820.3 million.

These results reflect the bank’s continued implementation of its strategy and 
its ability to balance growth with operational efficiency while maintaining as-
set quality and financial strength.

Al-Sayer: Results Refl ect a Clear Vision and Continued Effort
Hamad Mosaed Al-Sayer, Chairman of Warba Bank, said: “The results for 

the first half of 2026 reflect the success of the approach adopted by the bank 
over recent years, based on building a modern Islamic financial institution that 
combines innovation, operational efficiency, and adherence to best banking 
practices.”

He added: “During the past period, Warba Bank continued to make tangible 
progress across several areas, including financial performance, service devel-
opment, and enhancement of the customer banking experience. This progress 
was positively reflected in the bank’s results and market position.”

Al-Sayer emphasized that the bank continues to focus on achieving sustain-
able growth that responds to economic shifts and enhances its ability to create 
long-term value for shareholders and customers. He noted that the strength of 
the bank’s financial position provides a solid foundation for further progress 
in the coming period, particularly as the bank continues to enhance opera-
tional efficiency and develop its products and services.

He concluded: “We look to the future with confidence, supported by a dis-
tinguished team, a broad customer base, and a clear strategy focused on in-
novation, sustainability, and responsible growth.”

Digital Transformation and Innovation at the Core of the Strategy
During the first half of 2026, Warba Bank continued to increase its invest-

ments in financial technology and digital transformation as part of its vision 
to provide a seamless and integrated banking experience that meets customer 
expectations.

The period saw the launch and development of a range of digital solu-

tions and services designed to facilitate access to banking services and enable 
customers to complete transactions efficiently, quickly, and securely.

The bank also continued to upgrade its technology infrastructure and 
strengthen its digital capabilities to keep pace with rapid developments in 
the financial sector and ensure readiness to capitalize on future opportunities. 
These efforts contributed to strengthening the bank’s position as an innovative 
financial institution while supporting the continued development of services 
that enhance the customer experience with greater flexibility and convenience.

Diversifying Revenue Streams and Strengthening Investment Activities
During H1 2026, Warba Bank continued to implement its strategy to diver-

sify revenue sources and increase the contribution of banking and investment 
activities to sustainable growth.

The bank focused on capitalizing on available opportunities in local and 
regional markets while maintaining a balanced approach to risk management 
and achieving optimal returns. The period also witnessed continued develop-
ment of the bank’s investment portfolio and expansion of the financing and 
investment solutions offered to clients.

These efforts reflect the bank’s progress in building an integrated business 
model capable of balancing growth and sustainability while strengthening 
long-term competitiveness.

Sustainability and Social Responsibility: An Ongoing Commitment
During the first half of 2026, Warba Bank continued to implement a range 

of sustainability and corporate social responsibility (CSR) initiatives, driven 
by its belief in its role as an active partner in supporting society and contribut-
ing to sustainable development.

The bank’s efforts included supporting educational, youth, and environ-
mental programs, as well as initiatives aimed at promoting financial literacy 
and banking awareness across different segments of society.

The bank also continued to integrate sustainability principles into its opera-
tions, strengthening its positive impact on society and the environment while 
supporting long-term development objectives. These efforts align with the 
bank’s vision of balancing financial performance with social responsibility 
and contributing to a better future for coming generations.

Al-Ghanem: Continuing to Invest in the Future and Operational 
Excellence

Shaheen Hamad Al-Ghanem, Chief Executive Officer of Warba Bank, said: 
“The results for the first half of 2026 reflect the success of the bank’s strategy 
in achieving balanced and sustainable growth, supported by the strong perfor-
mance of its core business lines and the continued development of banking 
services and solutions provided to our clients.”

Al-Ghanem added: “We continue to invest in innovation, digital transforma-
tion, national talent development, and operational capabilities to support our 
strategic objectives and enable us to maintain growth in the coming years.”

He reaffirmed that the bank will continue to focus on improving service 
quality, developing innovative products, and enhancing the customer experi-
ence to strengthen its position as a leading Islamic bank in Kuwait and the 
region.

He concluded: “We look to the future with optimism and confidence, sup-
ported by a strong financial position, a clear vision, and an outstanding team. 
We reiterate our commitment to continuing our journey of growth and excel-
lence, delivering sustainable value to our clients and shareholders while sup-
porting the Kuwaiti economy.”

Key Operational Indicators Compared with H1 2025
Net Profit: Up 19% to KD 24.2 million.
Financing Receivables: Up 9% to KD 4.3 billion.
Depositors’ Accounts: Up 4% to KD 3.6 billion.
Total Assets: Up 2% to KD 6.2 billion.

Hamad Mosaed Al-Sayer:
“We remain committed to building a modern Islamic fi nancial 

institution that combines innovation, operational effi ciency, and 
adherence to best banking practices.”

“The bank continues to focus on achieving sustainable growth 
that keeps pace with economic changes and enhances its ability to 
create long-term value for shareholders and customers.”

Shaheen Hamad Al-Ghanem:
 “The H1 2026 results refl ect the success of the bank’s strategy 

in achieving balanced and sustainable growth.”
“We continue to invest in innovation, digital transformation, 

national talent development, and strengthening our operational 
capabilities.”

“We continue to focus on improving the quality of banking 
services, developing innovative products, and enhancing the cus-
tomer experience, reinforcing Warba Bank’s position as one of the 
leading Islamic banks in Kuwait and the region.”

Hamad Al-Sayer Shaheen Al-Ghanem

Gulf Bank’s participation in Kuwait University’s Orientation Forum for new 
students.

Zain officials with the seventh cohort.

Recognizing one of the program’s top-performers. Recognizing a trainee.
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Results for the first half of 2026

ABK - Egypt achieves EGP 3.1 billion Net Profit
CAIRO, Aug 12: Al Ahli Bank of Kuwait - Egypt 
(ABK-Egypt) announced outstanding finan-
cial results for the first half of 2026, with Net 
Profit recording EGP 3.1 billion for the period 
ending June 30, marking remarkable growth of 
30% compared to EGP 2.4 billion for the same 
period last year. And Profit Before Tax increased 
by 40% compared to the same period last year to 
reach EGP 4.5 billion. Net Interest Income grew 
by 34% to reach EGP 5.1 billion, up from EGP 
3.8 billion in the first half of 2025.

Total Assets grew in six months by 10% to 
reach EGP 196.7 billion, compared to EGP 178.1 
billion in December 2025, Total Customers De-
posits increased by 15% to EGP 161.6 billion 
compared to EGP 141 billion at the end of 2025. 
Meanwhile, the Bank’s Total Gross Loans Port-
folio increased by 7% to reach EGP 93.5 billion, 
compared to EGP 87.6 billion in 2025.

Commenting on these strong results, Mr. Ali 
Marafi, Chairman of ABK-Egypt, said: “The 
outstanding performance of ABK-Egypt during 
the first half of the current year marks another 
milestone in the Bank’s track record of achieve-
ments since the acquisition by Al Ahli Bank of 
Kuwait Group in 2015. It also reflects our contin-
ued efforts to achieve the Group’s vision of max-
imizing shareholders’ equity. During the coming 
period, we will continue to build and develop in 
line with our ambitious strategy and vision to 
strengthen our position among leading banks in 
the Egyptian market.”

Marafi also added: “The Bank continued to 
reinforce its positive impact in the communities 
where we operate over the course of the year by 
launching impactful initiatives demonstrating 
our commitment to Corporate Social Respon-
sibility. Our commitment to making positive 
change is one that we have proudly upheld since 
we started our operations in Egypt and is heav-
ily supported by the Bank’s employees through 
their active participation in various volunteer-
ing programs that aim at achieving sustainable 
development through supporting and integrating 
vulnerable segments.

He continued, “These recent results showcase 

the Bank’s unwavering efforts in providing the 
best banking products and services, as well as its 
commitment to the highest standards of innova-
tion and customer service. The Bank consistently 
strives to strengthen its position in the Egyptian 
banking sector and is firmly committed to the 
principles of governance, sustainability, and cor-
porate social responsibility (CSR), based on our 
belief that success is not only measured by fi-
nancial performance, but also by the positive and 
lasting impact we create in our community. 

In conclusion, Marafi stated “I would like to 
thank the Bank’s executive management team 
and employees whose commitment has made our 
aspirations and ambitious plans achievable.” 

On his part, Mr. Khaled El Salawy, CEO 
and Managing Director of ABK-Egypt, stated: 
“The Bank’s strong performance reinforced its 
solid financial position and its ability to navigate 
challenging market conditions. Our strategy has 
proven effective in mitigating risks and deliv-
ering strong growth rates across all key perfor-
mance indicators amid the evolving local and 
global economic landscape.”

El Salawy further affirmed that the Bank’s 
outlook remains positive, supported by Egypt’s 
ongoing economic reforms and the government’s 
continued efforts to enhance economic stability 
and attract investment opportunities. These ef-
forts continue to support a favorable environ-
ment for the banking sector and reinforce banks’ 
vital role in supporting the national economy.

El Salawy commended the Central Bank of 
Egypt’s (CBE) key role in driving Egypt’s digi-
tal transformation agenda and fostering financial 
innovation, with special focus driven towards 
financial inclusion objectives and broadening 
access to banking services among the unbanked 
segments. He also emphasized that ABK-Egypt 
remains committed to introducing innovative 
banking solutions and digital services that aims 
to deliver a seamless and efficient banking expe-
rience that meets the rising needs of customers.

El Salawy, further stated that the Bank’s ambi-
tious strategy is centered around achieving per-
formance efficiency across all business lines, in 
addition to strengthening the Bank’s technology 
infrastructure, geographical presence, and ser-
vice levels to ensure extending the best level of 

service to customers.

International Awards

ABK-Egypt recently received four presti-
gious awards, including three from International 
Business Magazine for 2026 where El Salawy, 
was awarded “Best Visionary Banking Leader” 
in recognition of his pivotal role in driving the 
Bank’s sustainable growth, fostering a culture of 
innovation and development, and enhancing in-
stitutional performance in line with global bank-
ing best practices. 

Additionally, the Bank was honored with the 
“Best Corporate Banking Services” and “Best 
Retail Bank” awards, reaffirming its excellence 
in delivering outstanding banking services to 
both corporate and retail customers. ABK-Egypt 
also received Deutsche Bank’s Client Excellence 
Award 2025 in recognition of the strong partner-
ship between the two banks. 

This award reflects the Bank’s outstanding 
performance, operational excellence, and the 
successful collaboration in relationship manage-
ment, cash management, trade finance, and in-
stitutional banking services, as well as the deliv-
ery of international client services in line with 
the highest global standards. The recognition 
further reinforces the mutual trust between the 
two banks and supports their continued commit-
ment to achieving greater shared success while 
enhancing the quality of services provided to 
customers. 

Furthermore, during H1 2026, ABK-Egypt and 
Mastercard announced a strategic collaboration, 
unlocking a new phase of cutting-edge consum-
er, commercial, and digital payment solutions. 

This collaboration supports the Bank’s digital 
transformation journey, enabling it to expand its 
range of services to meet the evolving needs of 
a broader customer base and deliver innovative 
solutions and a seamless, exceptional banking 
experience. It also supports Egypt’s vision to 
transition towards a digital economy, while en-
abling customers to benefit from the enhanced 
digital capabilities offered by Mastercard’s solu-
tions across various levels.

Ali Marafi, Chairman of ABK-Egypt Khaled El Salawy, CEO and Managing Director of 
ABK-Egypt

Boursa Kuwait closes higher Assets Under Management of KD 1.57 billion

Kuwait’s largest loyalty program ... featuring over 900 local outlets

Markaz records total revenue of KD 8.02 million for H1

Best Al Yousifi joins the NBK Rewards Program

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 12: Kuwait Financial Centre 
“Markaz” (KSE: Markaz, Reuters: MARKZ.KW, 
Bloomberg: MARKAZ: KK) reported its financial 
results for H1-2026 with a Total Revenue of KD 
8.02 million, as compared to KD 14.45 million in 
H1-2025. Q2 2026 made a strong recovery, fully 
compensating for the impact experienced in Q1 
2026. Total revenue in Q2 2026 reached KD 10.68 
million, compared to a negative revenue of KD 
2.67 million in Q1 2026, resulting in a net profit 
of KD 6.79 million for Q2 2026, compared to a net 
loss of KD 6.76 million in Q1 2026 enabling the 
company to return to profitability and close H1 of 
the year with a net profit of KD 0.03 million (EPS: 
0.07fils).

During H1-2026, market sentiment continued 
to be influenced by geopolitical developments 
across the region, resulting in heightened vola-
tility across financial markets, especially in the 

GCC. Despite these challenges, Kuwait All Share 
Index remaining broadly stable.It is remarkable 
how well the GCC market withstood the geopo-
litical uncertainty, reflecting the preceding reforms 
and sound fiscal policies of all GCC countries. In 
addition, yields on sovereign GCC bonds were 
favorable,reflecting the world’s faith in the re-
gion’s resilience and optimism about its future 
prospects.

In Investment Banking, Markaz continued 
developing a pipeline of selective high-profile 
transactions, including providing valuation and 
financing advice to both corporates and high 
net worth family offices.The real estate portfo-
lios in Kuwait and abroad continued to deliver 
stable occupancy levels, rental yields and col-
lection ratios. The company is pursuing selec-
tive investment opportunities in private credit, 
private infrastructure and development financ-

ing. Assets Under Management (AUM) was KD 
1.57billion as of 30 June 2026, compared to KD 
1.56billion in the same period previous year. 
During the quarter, Markaz introduced 24-hour 
U.S. market access through its digital invest-
ment platform, iMarkaz Invest, enabling clients 
to monitor and trade eligible U.S. equities and 
ETFs beyond traditional market hours. This 
enhancement provides investors with greater 
flexibility to respond across time zones to eco-
nomic news flows, geopolitical developments, 
and other market moving events as they unfold. 
Markaz continues to broaden its offerings across 
private markets, alternative investments and ad-
visory services. the company’s focus remains on 
strengthening institutional and high net worth 
client relationships while delivering investment 
solutions aligned with their long-term objec-
tives.

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 12: In line with its on-
going commitment to enriching its customers’ 
banking experience and providing the best 
exclusive offers and premium rewards, Na-
tional Bank of Kuwait announced that Best Al 
Yousifi has joined the NBK Rewards Loyalty 
Program. 

Under this partnership, NBK offers its cus-
tomers an exclusive opportunity to earn NBK 
Rewards points equivalent to 1% of the trans-
action value when shopping at Best Al Yousifi 
and spending KD 100 or more using any NBK 
Credit or Prepaid Card.

NBK customers can now enjoy a range of 
benefits when shopping at Best Al Yousifi, as 
they can use their accumulated NBK Rewards 
points to pay for all or part of their purchases 
instantly at participating outlets via point-of-
sale (POS) terminals.

This initiative enhances the added value that 
NBK offers to its customers, enabling them to 
easily redeem their NBK Rewards points at a 
wide network of participating stores.

On this occasion, Shoug Al Ali – VP Head 
of Merchant Relations at NBK stated: “We are 
committed to building solid relationships with 
leading institutions across various sectors, and 
we leverage these partnerships to enhance our 
customers’ banking experience by offering 

top-notch deals, benefits, and discounts that 
elevate their experience to exceptional levels”.

Al-Ali also added: “We continuously strive 
to widen our network of partners for the NBK 
Rewards Program to meet our customers’ as-
pirations and diverse needs, while enhancing 
the value and benefits they receive when using 
NBK Credit and Prepaid Cards to shop at their 
favorite stores”.

Moreover, Al-Ali emphasized that excel-
lence and delivering the best banking experi-
ence to customers are integral to the Bank’s 
culture, further noting that, thanks to extensive 
expertise gained over decades, NBK is well-
equipped to understand customer needs, assess 
their goals, and exceed their expectations.

For his part, Mr. Wael Deeb, General Man-
ager – Electronics Group at Best Al Yousifi, 
expressed his enthusiasm about the partner-
ship, stating: “We are delighted to join the 
NBK Rewards Program, which reflects our 
commitment to offering our customers an ex-
ceptional shopping experience. This collabo-
ration allows our customers to maximize the 
value of every purchase, and we look forward 
to a long-standing and fruitful partnership with 
NBK.”

The NBK Rewards Program is the largest 
loyalty program in Kuwait, featuring over 900 
participating local merchants. It enables hold-
ers of NBK Credit or Prepaid Cards to earn 
guaranteed rewards at a wide range of top lo-
cal brands across diverse categories, including 
restaurants and cafes, fashion and cosmetics, 
clinics and health clubs, furniture and home 
goods, automotive dealerships, travel agencies 
and hotels, children’s and educational prod-
ucts, entertainment, and more.

As a leading financial institution in the re-
gion, NBK is committed to offering a com-
prehensive range of Credit Cards featuring 
diverse benefits to meet various customer 
needs, including the Rewards Programs, 
cashback options, and exclusive local and 
global offers.

4% interim cash dividend

Al Mutajara Real Estate profit 
rises 22.8% to KD 4.72 million
KUWAIT CITY, Aug 12: Mr. Ab-
dulfatah M. R. Marafie, Chairman 
and Chief Executive Officer of Al 
Mutajara Real Estate Company 
K.S.C.C. (a subsidiary company 
owned 79.2% by The Commer-
cial Real Estate Company – Al 
Tijaria), stated that the company’s 
business results for the finan-
cial period ended 30 June 2026 
resulted in achieving net profits 
amounting to KD 4,720,005 (Four 
Million Seven hundred Twenty 
thousand and Five Kuwaiti Di-
nars), reflecting an increase of 
22.8% compared to the same pe-
riod of the previous year.

According to the financial results 
of the FirstHalf of 2026, Marafie 
stated that the achieved results 
reflect growth in the operational 
performance and notable growth 
in investment revenues, supported 
by the continued implementation 
of the company’s strategy aimed 
at maintaining a diversified real es-
tate and investment portfolio while 
enhancing operational efficiency. 
Regarding the financial indicators, 
the company witnessed notable 
improvement, as the growth in re-
turn on equity, return on assets, and 
return on the company’s capital 
reached 18.9%, 30.8%, and22.8% 
respectively, compared to the same 
period last year.

Accordingly, the Board of Di-
rectors has resolved to distribute 
interim cash dividends for the 
first half of 2026 at a rate of 4%, 
equivalent to 4 fils per share.

Mr. Marafie added that the 
Company continues to operate 
according to a balanced strategy 
based on diversifying its real es-
tate investments in terms of size, 
nature, and geographical distribu-
tion, thereby balancing risks and 
returns while enhancing its finan-
cial sustainability. In line with this 
strategy, Mutajara has invested in 
an income-generating logistics 
and transportation centre in the 
State of Texas, USA.

The company also continues to 
implement its development plans 
across its real estate projects, most 
notably the expansion project of 
Al Rihab Complex, which aims 

to develop the complex’s facilities 
and services through the addition 
of new leasable spaces, contribut-
ing to enhancing the experience 
of visitors and tenants while sup-
porting the complex’s position as 
an integrated commercial destina-
tion, in line with the company’s 
future vision to develop its real 
estate assets and achieve sustain-
able long-term growth.

In conclusion, Mr. Abdulfatah 
M.R. Marafie prayed to Almighty 
God to protect Kuwait and its 
people from all harm and to bless 
Kuwait with lasting peace, safety, 
and stability under the wise lead-
ership of His Highness the Amir 
of the State of Kuwait, Sheikh 
Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah; His Highness the Crown 
Prince, Sheikh Sabah Khalid Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah; and His High-
ness Sheikh Ahmad Abdullah Al-
Ahmad Al-Sabah, Prime Minister 
of the State of Kuwait, may God 
preserve and protect them. He 
also expressed his deepest grati-
tude and appreciation to all share-
holders, Board Members, and 
employees for their continuous 
support and dedicated efforts. He 
emphasized that Al Mutajara Real 
Estate Company will continue 
working towards strengthening its 
financial position and achieving 
its strategic objectives in a man-
ner that delivers sustainable added 
value to shareholders.

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 12, (KUNA): 
Boursa Kuwait ended Wednesday’s 
trading session in positive territory, 
with its All-Share Index gaining 
24.61 points, or 0.28%, to close at 
8,860.63 points.

Trading volume reached 267.7 
million shares through 19,413 trans-
actions, with a total value of KD 67.8 
million, equivalent to approximately 
USD 221 million.

The Main Market Index advanced 
26.36 points, or 0.30%, to 8,893.90 
points. A total of 179.1 million shares 
changed hands through 10,514 trans-

actions valued at KD 31.7 million, or 
about USD 103.3 million.

The Premier Market Index rose 
25.51 points, or 0.27%, to close at 
9,313.45 points. Trading volume 
stood at 88.6 million shares across 
8,899 transactions, with a value of 
KD 36 million, equivalent to ap-
proximately USD 117.3 million.

The Main 50 Index climbed 34.84 
points, or 0.34%, to reach 10,374.77 
points. Some 134 million shares 
were traded through 7,420 transac-
tions valued at KD 24.3 million, or 
approximately USD 79.2 million.

Abdulfatah M. R. Marafie, Chairman 
and CEO

Al-Ali:
■ We leverage our relation-

ships with leading institutions 
across various sectors to offer 
the top-notch deals and exclusive 
benefi ts to our customers.

■ We continuously strive to 
widen our network of partners 
for the NBK Rewards Program 
to enrich our customers' banking 
experience.

Mohammed Al-Othman and Dr. Adel Al-Yousifi NBK & Best Al Yousifi representatives during the signing ceremony.
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KFH officials among the attendees and participating in the honoring ceremony.

A glimpse of the ceremony.

Offering comprehensive training experience in a professional environment across diverse tracks

Kuwait Finance House concludes the third edition of KFH Academy

Small businesses face hurdles Opens new store at Jaber Mall

US challenges court-
ordered tariff refunds

Lulu expands its presence in Kuwait
KUWAIT CITY, Aug 12: Further ex-
panding its retail presence in Kuwait, 
Lulu has opened a new hypermarket at 
Jaber Mall in Jaber Al-Ahmad, taking 
its total number of stores in the country 
to 19.

The new hypermarket was inaugu-
rated by Raad Khalaf Al Abdullah, 
Vice Chairman of Combined Group, in 
the presence of Paramita Tripathi, Am-
bassador of India to Kuwait; Dr. Matar 
Hamed Al Neyadi, Ambassador of the 
UAE to Kuwait; and Yusuffali M.A., 
Chairman of Lulu Group.

“This new store marks another ma-
jor step in strengthening our presence 
in Kuwait and bringing our retail of-
fering closer to growing communi-
ties. Looking ahead, we have five new 
projects planned over the next eight 
months, along with the development of 
our largest logistics centre in Kuwait 
at Al Shadadiya. These investments re-
flect our continued commitment to the 
country’s retail sector, infrastructure 
development and long-term economic 
growth,” said Yusuffali M.A., Chair-
man of Lulu Group.

Spread across more than 8,500 
square metres, the new hypermarket 
is part of J2, a major public-private 
partnership development under the 
Public Authority for Housing Welfare 
(PAHW).

Designed as a modern shopping 
destination, the store offers a wide 
range of fresh food, groceries, house-
hold essentials and lifestyle products 
under one roof. It also introduces 
more than 500 new SKUs, including 
over 300 imported product ranges, 
giving customers a broader choice of 
products sourced from international 
markets.

For added convenience, the hyper-
market features dedicated self-check-
out counters, while the mall’s multi-
storey parking facility provides easy 
access for shoppers visiting both Lulu 
and the wider Jaber Mall development.

Also present at the inauguration 
were Saifee Rupawala, CEO of Lulu; 
Ashraf Ali M.A, Executive Director 
of Lulu; Anand Ram, Chief Operating 
Officer of Lulu International Holdings; 
Sreejith K.S., Director of Lulu Kuwait; 
Sakkir Hussain, Regional Director, 
along with other senior officials and 
guests.

NEW YORK, Aug 12, (AP): Gov-
ernment lawyers said a Court of In-
ternational Trade judge overstepped 
his authority by ordering the U.S. 
Customs and Border Patrol to issue 
refunds to all companies that paid 
tariffs that were deemed illegal in 
February, even those that didn’t file 
a lawsuit in trade court.

The government filed an appeal 
with the U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the Federal Circuit in June and filed 
its opening brief on Monday.

In it, government lawyers point to 
a case that went before the Supreme 
Court in June 2025, over birthright 
citizenship. Part of the decision in 
that case limited the use of universal 
injunctions, which apply a ruling to 
all people or companies affected, not 
just specific litigants.

Judge Richard Eaton, who is over-
seeing the tariff lawsuits in the Court 
of International Trade, has said the 
limits on universal injunctions don’t 
apply in this case, but the govern-
ment disagrees.

“The CIT’s universal injunctions, 
requiring the government to refund 
IEEPA duties for all importers (in-
cluding non-party importers), cannot 
possibly be squared with CASA,” - 

the court case that limited universal 
injunctions, the government wrote it 
its brief.

The majority of tariff refunds 
have already been paid out. CBP 
has already processed and certified 
$100 billion in refunds. At issue 
are companies that paid tariffs that 
went through the customs process 
and entries were finalized. There’s 
a Congressional rule that the CBP 
cannot reprocess tariffs for which 
the administrative refund process 
is no longer available. Those com-
panies are free to file a lawsuit to 
get that money back, the govern-
ment said.

“The Court of International Trade 
(CIT) has already entered hundreds 
of such orders in suits brought by 
importers seeking that relief, and 
importers who have not yet brought 
such suits are free to do so within the 
statute of limitations,” government 
lawyers wrote in the brief.

Barry Appleton, a law professor 
and co-director of New York Law 
School’s Center for International 
Law, said it appears the government 
has the better legal argument, but 
businesses, especially smaller busi-
nesses, might suffer.

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 12: Kuwait Finance House (KFH) 
has concluded the third, upgraded edition of KFH Acad-
emy, which offered a comprehensive training experience 
combining theoretical knowledge and practical appli-
cation. The program provided a professional model for 
qualifying Kuwaiti youth within a leading banking envi-
ronment across diverse tracks, including Public Relations 
and Media, Digital Transformation and Innovation, and 
Business Administration.

Over three weeks, 28 participants created a final proj-
ect summarizing and reflecting on their experience. Each 
track presented its project at the program’s closing and 
recognition ceremony in the presence of several KFH 
leaders.

This edition builds on last year’s successful second 
edition of KFH Academy by expanding training and add-
ing tracks for a broader group of university students and 
recent graduates across various disciplines, reflecting 
KFH’s commitment to empowering young national tal-
ent.

Youth Empowerment
In his address delivered during the recognition ceremo-

ny, Executive Manager HR Planning and Center of Ex-
cellence at KFH, Abdulaziz Almathkoor, said: “At KFH, 
we are pleased to continue our unwavering commitment 
to empowering young national cadres by offering the 
best specialized training programs, which open broad ho-
rizons for students and recent graduates to develop their 
skills and prepare for the job market with confidence and 
knowledge.”

He added that KFH Academy’s upgraded edition con-
tinues previous successesin line with the best interna-
tional training standards, as KFH sought to expand train-

ing by adding vital tracks in Public Relations and Media, 
Digital Transformation and Innovation, and Engineering 
Projects to fulfill the aspirations of more students from 
diverse disciplines.

Almathkoor noted the program was designed to top 
global training standards, blending a rich theoretical 
learning experience with practical real-world application 
in professional banking. It also included specialized field 

visits and intensive workshops with KFH partners across 
public and private sectors.

He further said:”KFH considers investing in people its 
smartest choice, with building an empowered, conscious, 
innovative generation serving as the foundation for sus-
taining its success as a leading financial institution.”

An Integrated Experience
Meanwhile, Senior Manager of Public Relations and 

Events at KFH, Fahad AlSaad, explained that KFH Acad-
emy program was designed specifically for ambitious 
youth. He noted that the program delivers integrated 
training and a valuable chance to nurture young talent 
across various tracks within a professional environment 
at Kuwait’s largest bank and the world’s second-largest 
Islamic bank.

AlSaad stated that the program blends theory and prac-
tical application, featuring field visits, KFH Capital train-
ing, and workshops with strategic partners like Boursa 
Kuwait, Coded Academy, and Kuwait Times.

AlSaad noted KFH organized the program driven by 
its social responsibility and leading role to support, em-
power, and optimally invest in youth potential, honing 
their skills to become future leaders.

AlSaad emphasized that the participants’ commitment, 
seriousness, and passion to benefit from the program 
were evident in their outstanding contributions to KFH 
Academy’s videos, lectures, and workshops. He noted 
KFH will continue organizing these purposeful programs 
alongside its numerous year-round initiatives.

AlSaad extended his gratitude to all participating de-
partments for their instrumental support throughout the 
program, wishing all participants continued growth and 
success.

Abdulaziz Almathkoor Fahad AlSaad

Almathkoor: We reaffi rm our un-
wavering commitment to empowering 
young national cadres

AlSaad: An Integrated experience at 
Kuwait's largest bank and the world's 
second-largest Islamic bank

The United States Court of International Trade, center, is seen in front of 
the Jacob K. Javits Federal building, March 18, 2015, in New York. (AP) Photos during the inauguration.
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From Hannibal Lecter to the concert hall

At 88, Hopkins’ musical dream comes true
NEW YORK, Aug 12, (AP): It may 
be hard to believe, but even Sir An-
thony Hopkins doubts himself some-
times. 

“There’s a part of me which says, 
‘you didn’t write that,’” he recalls of 
composing his debut album, “Life Is 
a Dream.” “What’s it called? Impos-
tor syndrome.”

Thankfully, it did not stop him 
from finishing the collection of 12 
compositions he crafted over six de-
cades.

Conducted by Gustavo Dudamel, 
performed by the Philharmonia Or-
chestra and recorded at London’s Al-
exandra Palace in April, it will be re-
leased by Decca Records on Aug. 21.

“My first love, or vocation really, 
is music,” said the 88-year-old actor. 
“That sounds very official, but I was 
raised with a lot of music (of the) 
postwar years, and it influenced me. 
And I started playing the piano when 
I was quite young.” 

He picked up the instrument at 4 
and began composing years later, 
writing his first piece, a waltz, in 
1960. He was 22 at the time. 

“I find more freedom with music,” 
he says, compared to acting, which 
he labels “a discipline, you have to 
know your stuff. But music for me 
is a freewheeling kind of art form.”

And he’s had his fair share of ex-
perience. Prior to the release of “Life 
Is a Dream,” Hopkins had composed 
scores for a number of films. 

“The opening of ‘Shadowlands’ is 
my first adventure in composing mu-
sic,” he said, referring to the 1993 
film he starred in as “The Chronicles 
of Narnia” author C.S. Lewis. Then 
he became the principal composer 
on a few other movies that he also 
starred in and directed, including 
1996’s “August” and 2007’s “Slip-
stream.” 2020’s “Elyse.”

“It’s about my childhood,” he says 
of the album, which shares its title 
with the Pedro Calderón de la Barca 
play. “It’s basically the memories 
of my childhood and growing up in 
Wales, and my developments in life, 
my adolescent years,” and so on. 

But he says “there’s a great sad-
ness in it all because - don’t get me 
wrong, I’ve had a wonderful life 
- but underneath it all, there is the 
knowledge that life is one long good-
bye. From the moment we’re born, 
we begin to die,” he starts to laugh. 
“Sounds so cheerful!”

That tension - or better put, wis-
dom - carries throughout the release. 
Take the first single as an example. 
“1947: Suite for Solo Piano and 

Orchestra: ll. Bracken Road” is the 
middle composition in a three-part 
suite about a particular summer in 

South Wales. He says it contains a 
“melancholy and sadness,” a sense 
that arises with its cello. 

“It’s the welcomed sound of nos-
talgia, of the strange, whimsical 
pain of life,” he describes the song. 

“All music is actually based in pain. 
Sounds pretty preposterous, but it is. 
It’s about the yearning.”

The same can be said about the 
song “Stella Aria” - named after his 
wife, director and actor Stella Hop-
kins - that deals with “the loneliness 
in all of us,” he says, but is part of a 
path to “sheer happiness.” 

Hopkins has been reflecting for 
quite some time now - both in his 
memoir, “We Did OK, Kid,” released 
last fall - and on this album. “I look 
at my own life now, and especially 
this year; I’m going to be 89 at the 
end of the year. And I look back and 
I’m thinking, ‘good God, I couldn’t 
have planned any of this.’ From the 
moment I decided to become an ac-
tor, 70 years ago, I thought … ‘Why 
did I do that?’ I didn’t know, be-
cause I was pretty useless in school? 
I didn’t know what else to do. So I 
tried for a scholarship, became an 
actor instead of a musician. And sud-
denly I’m given a huge plate of suc-
cess by some force of nature.”

“I’m without fear of mortality,” he 
adds. “I’m just so grateful I’ve lived 
this long.”

In a surprising turn of events, actor 
Bradley Cooper “passed me on to Du-
damel,” says Hopkins, after witness-
ing Hopkins’ composition a few years 
before with the Birmingham Sympho-
ny Orchestra, conducted by Michael 
Seal. Dudamel was on board.

But when it came time to record 
at Alexandra Palace earlier this year, 
“I’m sitting there thinking, ‘How 
the hell did I write this?’ I have no 
idea,” said Hopkins. “And Dudamel 
said, ‘This is wonderful.’ … He is 
one of the most astonishing people 
I’ve met. He’s so full of life and so 
full of energy and love, and it’s quite 
extraordinary.”

It’s a shared affection. 
“The same depth of imagination, 

humanity and emotional truth that 
has defined his extraordinary work 
on stage and screen is present in his 
music,” Dudamel said in a statement. 
“Anthony approaches music with the 
heart of a storyteller and the instincts 
of a poet, creating sound worlds that 
are both deeply personal and univer-
sally resonant.”

After his debut album, live per-
formances may be next. Top of Hop-
kins’ list is Carnegie Hall.

“That’s where I want to go. That’s 
what I want,” he says. 

The 1947 film “Carnegie Hall” 
was a formative film for him, and 
he has the distinct memory of his 
mother saying, “You play at Carn-
egie Hall one day.” 

It is yet another dream in a life full 
of them.

This album cover image released by Decca Records shows “Life Is A Dream,” recorded in London with the Philharmonia Orchestra, conducted by Gustavo 
Dudamel. (AP)

Variety
NEW YORK: Sir Rod Stewart 
will be unable to continue his 
“One Last Time” farewell tour 
following a coronary stent pro-
cedure and after postponing and 
canceling a few performances, a 
representative for the singer has 
confi rmed. 

Stewart canceled his Tuesday 
night performance at Rocket 
Arena in Cleveland shortly after 

postpon-
ing his 
S u n d a y 
concert in 
Cincinnati 
at River-
bend Mu-
sic Cent-
er. The 
latter ven-
ue said at 
the time 

that it was 
due “to an 

unforeseen but minor medical 
procedure that required prompt 
attention.”

Stewart also canceled a few 
dates earlier this year, including 
two in Las Vegas and one in San 
Diego.

“Following further medi-
cal evaluation, Sir Rod Stewart 
has successfully undergone a 
routine coronary stent proce-
dure. Doctors are pleased with 
his recovery, and Rod is doing 
very well and has returned to his 
normal daily activities,” a state-
ment from his publicist read. 
“On the advice of his doctors, 
he will take the next four weeks 
to recuperate and regain full 
fi tness before returning to the 
stage. Unfortunately, this means 
he will be unable to continue his 
current tour dates.”

It added that “information re-
garding affected performances 
will be communicated by the re-
spective promoters and venues.”

Stewart, 81, was scheduled to 
appear through Sept. 3 in North 
America, including his six-night 
residency at The Colosseum at 
Caesars Palace in Las Vegas and 
a few dates in Mexico. 

“I’m already feeling better 
and very much on the mend. 
I want to thank the doctors, 
nurses and everyone who has 
taken such wonderful care of 
me,” Stewart said in the state-
ment. “I’m deeply disappointed 
to miss these shows and sorry 
to let my fans down, but I look 
forward to getting back on stage 
and having a good time with 
you all again soon.” (AP)

Stewart

23-track debut hits September

Ronaldo and Rodriguez tie the 
knot after a decade together 
LISBON, Aug 12, (AP): Cristiano Ronaldo and 
Georgina Rodriguez are husband and wife.

They married Tuesday in a civil ceremony 
described by the public relations team that rep-
resents the Portuguese soccer star as “a private 
and intimate moment attended by their five chil-
dren.”

The ceremony took place in Cascais, a coastal 
town in western Portugal near the capital Lisbon, 
the Brunswick Group said in the announcement.

The couple posted a picture on their Instagram 
accounts showing their rings.

They have been together for the past decade af-
ter meeting in Madrid.

The 41-year-old Ronaldo, a five-time world 
player of the year and one of the most high-profile 
sports stars, is coming off playing in his record-
tying sixth World Cup for Portugal.

His Saudi team, Al Nassr, starts its domestic 
season on Saturday.

Ms. Rachel takes over airwaves with ‘I’m So Happy’
NEW YORK, Aug 12, (AP): Par-
ents of toddlers everywhere, prepare 
yourselves. YouTube sensation and 
music teacher Ms. Rachel and her 
husband, Aron Accurso, will release 
their debut album, the 23-track “I’m 
So Happy,” on Sept. 25.

“Music is such a wonderful way 
for people to bond, for parents to 
bond. I know from the minute my 
kids were born, we’re singing to 
them,” Ms. Rachel, whose real name 
is Rachel Griffin Accurso, said. 

Ms. Rachel launched her mega 
popular YouTube channel in 2019 
with her husband, known online as 
Mr. Aron.

“I am a music educator, so I get 
excited about kids hearing a real 
clarinet on ‘Icky Sticky Bubble 
Gum’ and kids getting excited about 
hearing more real instruments,” said 
Ms. Rachel. 

But that isn’t the only education 
they’ll get from the album. A song 
like “I Could Be Your Friend” gives 
kids a script for bolstering their so-
cial skills. “We’re always thinking 
about all kinds of kids, whether they 
have disabilities, whether they’re 
autistic,” she said. “We just want the 
world to feel like it’s helpful to all 
children and the musical worlds as 
well.”

The songs aren’t limited by genre, 
either. Take the single “I Love a 
Rainbow” as an example: It’s a big 
bossa nova number. Their take on 
the classic “Old McDonald” leans 
bluegrass. 

“Music is at the heart of our 
show,” added Aron Accurso. “And 
so, we’ve always wanted to release 
the music and have families ex-

perience the music away from the 
screen.”

“I’m So Happy” was co-produced 
by Aron Accurso and Grammy win-
ner Scott Riesett and principally ar-
ranged by Mr. Aron as well. Aron 
Accurso reimagined a number of 
Ms. Rachel’s fan favorite songs and 
childhood classics with a team of 19 
vocalists and 42 instrumentalists.

“It’s songs that people know from 
the show, but we decided to expand 
them and elevate them with new ar-
rangements and reproducing them,” 
Aron Accurso explained. “It was a 
process of, you know, looking at 
them and saying, ‘OK, what else 
can we do to this to make it sparkle 
more? What can we add to it? What 
does it need to be on the album?’”

He says they most hope that the 
album will inspire “living room 
dance parties, because that’s what 
we love with our children,” he said. 
“We love to put on an album and 
dance around.”

Ms. Rachel has made headlines 
over the last few years for using 
her social media platforms to advo-
cate for global humanitarian crises, 

with particular attention given to 
the plight of children in Gaza and 
those detained by U.S. Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement. Most re-
cently, she shared comments about 
the mysterious death of 18-year-old 
Nolan Wells in Mississippi, a case 
shadowed by the state’s fraught ra-
cial history and lingering distrust in 
law enforcement.

“We know the investigation and 
everything that followed would 
have been different if Nolan Wells 
were white and his friends were 
black. Nolan and his family deserve 
justice,” she wrote on Instagram.

Ms. Rachel says she knows her 
album may bring attention to her 
advocacy and vice versa. “I view 
myself as an advocate for children’s 
rights so anytime they’re being vio-
lated by anyone anywhere, I want to 
be speaking out,” she said. “I want 
families to be happy and safe and 
healthy, and I think that’s a wonder-
ful thing. So, if it’s brought up with 
the album, that’s great.”

1. “I’m So Happy” 2. “I Love a 
Rainbow” 3. “Icky Sticky Bubble 
Gum” 4. “Phonics” 5. “Hop Little 
Bunnies” 6. “Caterpillar” 7. “Up 
and Down” 8. “Bubble Pop” 9. 
“Walkin’ at the Zoo” 10. “Open 
Shut Them” 11. “I Could Be Your 
Friend” 12. “I Listen to My Body” 
13. “The Wheels on the Bus” 14. 
“Dino Play” 15. “Pop Those Bub-
bles” 16. “Old MacDonald” 17. “If 
You Should Meet an Elephant” 18. 
“Counting to 20!” 19. “B-I-N-G-O” 
20. “Lobby Loo” 21. “Big Feelings” 
22. “Together” 23. “I Love You to 
the Moon”

Honoree Rachel Griffin Accurso (aka Ms. Rachel), and husband Aron Accurso attend the Glamour Women of the 
Year Awards at The Plaza Hotel, Nov. 4, 2025, in New York. (AP)

Cristiano Ronaldo, left, and his partner Georgina Rodriguez watch the second 
practice session at the Monaco racetrack, in Monaco, May 23, 2019. (AP)
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Film blends rural peace with sudden violence, creating an uneven tone

How to find grubs in your lawn and what to
do before they cause serious grass damage

Family tragedy inspires Mazzoli’s dark opioid fairy tale

‘The Galloping Cure’ brings opioids to opera

Honey, heists & horror: ‘The Rivals of Amziah King’ has a little bit of everything
NEW YORK, Aug 12, (AP): It turns 
out that the honey business isn’t as 
sweet as it sounds: In the new movie 
“The Rivals of Amziah King,” bee-
keepers steal from each other, poison 
rivals’ insects and rip folk off. “It’s 
not full of kind people,” the title 
character warns.

“The Rivals of Amziah King” 
isn’t as sweet as it thinks it is, either. 
Instead of picking a single variety 
to explore, the movie is a madden-
ing mishmash of genres - blending 
Quentin Tarantino’s sudden brutal-
ity, a coming-of-age tale, a heist 
fl ick, a revenge fantasy and a sweet, 
music-fi lled country hoedown.

Matthew McConaughey returns 
to the big screen playing the title 
character in what can only be called 
Matthew-McConaughey-turned-
up-to-11 mode, pure Cheshire Cat 
smile, rascally wink and buttery, 
Southern gentlemanly charm. Sus-
penders and scruff on, cowboy boots 
snug, McConaughey is the one who 
makes everyone’s life instantly bet-
ter just by showing up.

Written by Andrew Patterson and 

James Montague and directed by 
Patterson, “The Rivals of Amziah 
King” follows McConaughey’s hon-
ey-producing King as he negotiates 
his patch of rural Oklahoma until he 
inexplicably leaves the movie at the 
hour mark and hands it off to Ange-
lina LookingGlass, making her fi lm 
debut.

We meet King ordering chicken 
fried steak sandwiches and cherry 
Cokes as he plays the banjo in a 
quartet of musicians at a beloved 
food joint. That gets interrupted 
when authorities need his knowledge 
to fi nd out who abandoned $250,000 
worth of honey barrels on the road 
and King starts to investigate. Then 
someone gets a chunk of their skull 
- including ponytail - ripped off in 
an industrial accident and that takes 
over. Settle in, the whiplash is just 
beginning.

King soon connects with his for-
mer foster daughter - that’s Look-
ingGlass, fi erce and preternaturally 
grounded - who he gets to mansplain 
in the local ways, like what to eat at 
the potluck (“There’s a story in every 

dish”), life lessons (“Patience is bet-
ter than being smart”) and beekeep-
ing (“Every queen is a survivor”). 
Bees here, if you didn’t already get 

from the clunky writing, represent 
community, sharing and caring. 

Cinematographer M.I. Littin-
Menz’s camera techniques never set-

tle down in this movie, like a puppy 
forever pulling on its leash. Early se-
quences employ frozen shots irritat-
ingly dropped into the mix and later 
we have furious close-ups, quick 
cuts, quirky fl ashbacks, ethereal 
river sequences and lingering poetic 
images of close-up bees like from a 
documentary, a kinetic approach that 
seems not to have much faith in the 
actual story keeping viewers’ inter-
est alive. Music supervisor Winslow 
Bright swamps many scenes with 
loud choirs, loud banjo and loud 
strings.

Maybe that’s because as soon as 
you’ve settled down for one genre, 
it gets hijacked by the next. Warm 
and extended moments of commu-
nal song - the great T Bone Burnett 
had a hand in some of the outstand-
ing Americana tunes like “Quill” 
with McConaughey exuberant, and 
“Johnny Come Outside” - are under-
cut by seeing kids smash their heads 
on school bus roofs or a cool West-
ern-like tracking of a honey-stealing 
local rascal that is marred by his hor-
rifi c, boiling-to-death murder. There 

are so many montages of honey pro-
duction that viewers may qualify for 
a beekeeping certifi cate.

Great turns are produced by Kurt 
Russell as a lethal local kingpin who 
schmoozes his way past the law, and 
Jake Horowitz, a former Marine who 
knows how to plan a theft with mili-
tary precision, mostly shirtless. One 
brazen theft here is of “O Brother, 
Where Art Thou?” and, however you 
liked that movie, you realize now 
how hard it was to actually pull off.

Patterson likes to remind view-
ers of his Oklahoma bona fi des, but 
much of the overlong movie was 
shot in Alabama. And that hints at 
what’s wrong with “The Rivals of 
Amziah King” - it just doesn’t feel 
authentic, either in place or in story. 
Forget honey, it sort of leaves a vin-
egary taste behind.

“The Rivals of Amziah King,” a 
Black Bear release that hits theat-
ers Friday, is rated R by the Motion 
Picture Association for “language 
and some grisly images.” Running 
time: 130 minutes. Two stars out of 
four.

WASHINGTON, Aug 12, (AP): What does it mean when 
brown patches show up in a perfectly healthy lawn? The truth 
is, it could be anything from drought to dog urine, fungal dis-
eases, pests or too much fertilizer. But many homeowners auto-
matically blame grubs.

The problem with this is that it’s often not the case, and even 
if grubs are present, small populations are not problematic.

Treatment should only be applied after confi rming a true 
grub infestation. Fortunately, there’s a simple way to check, but 
action must be taken during a specifi c window of time to be ef-
fective. And that time is nigh.

Grubs are the early life forms of beetles, including Euro-
pean chafers, and Asiatic, Japanese and Oriental beetles. They 
live close to the surface under lawns and other plants, where 
they feed on roots, disconnecting the roots from the plants’ top 
growth.

Confi rming their presence is easy: Dig up a 3- to 4-inch-deep 
(7.6 to 10 centimeters), 12-inch-square (930 square centim-
eters) section of symptomatic lawn that partially overlaps the 
border of healthy grass.

If there are grubs in the lawn, the whitish, brown-headed, 
half-inch to 1-inch-long (1 to 2.5 centimeters) beetle lar-
vae, which resemble shrimp, will be visible either on the 
underlying soil or on the underside of the sod-like square 
you removed. They’re generally curled into the shape of the 

letter C.
Fewer than 10 grubs per square foot of soil is normal and 

does not indicate an infestation, so you should not take any ac-
tion. Instead, seek out other potential causes.

Treatment against grubs should only be applied if there are 
10 or more of the insects present under the section of turf you 
removed. Heavily infested lawn sections will easily roll up like 
a carpet when you attempt to remove them, their roots severed 
by the feeding insects.

Because grubs are most vulnerable to pest-control measures 
when they are young, those measures will only be effective if 
applied in late summer.

Milky spore powder is a natural product that targets only 
Japanese beetle grubs. Unfortunately, it’s not always easy to 
discern between the species. If you are certain your grubs are 
the Japanese variety, you can give it a try, but success rates are 
mixed, with better outcomes reported in warmer regions.

Benefi cial nematodes are microscopic, non-segmented 
worms that attack soil-dwelling insects, including all types of 
grubs. They’re a more universal approach, with higher success 
rates. They, too, are natural, as they already exist in the soil; 
you would just be adding more. The nematodes work by infect-
ing grubs with a bacterium that can kill them in as little as 48 
hours.

There are many nematode species available, so read pack-
age labels and look for the Heterorhabditis bacteriophora (Hb) 
strain, which specifi cally targets grubs.

To optimize effectiveness, water the soil well before apply-
ing either treatment.

EDINBURGH, Scotland, Aug 12, (AP): 
Missy Mazzoli’s desire to compose an 
opera about the opioids epidemic was 
sparked by the deaths of two cousins.

“One was in 2002 and the other passed 
away in 2009 and they were both 25,” 
she said. “One overdosed on OxyContin 
and the other one overdosed heroin after 
becoming addicted to heroin via OxyCon-
tin.”

Using a carnival merry-go-round as an 
allegory, “The Galloping Cure” opened 
Sunday at the Edinburgh International 
Festival, a haunting portrayal of the drug’s 
destructive power that is among the most 
impactful of contemporary operas.

Mazzoli and librettist Royce Vavrek 
created a charismatic charlatan, Lucky 
Mack (baritone Justin Austin), who ar-
rives at the faded community Yourtown in 
a white double-breasted suit and match-
ing cowboy hat, easing residents’ chronic 
pain by offering free rides on six fi ber-
glass horses to get people hooked.

He starts charging money during the 
town’s yearlong descent - “dynamic pric-
ing,” he calls it - then rents hobbyhorses 
until people go broke. He demands noses, 
hair, kneecaps and tongues as payments, 
body parts he will use to build more car-
ousel horses. By the fi nal notes, wasted 
bodies resemble a skid row.

“When he offers you the cure, he 
never tells you the price,” sings Dr. The-
resa Hart (mezzo-soprano Daniela Mack), 
whose endorsement of Lucky Mack leads 
to the death of her daughter Noy (soprano 
Gabrielle Turgeon).

This was the fi rst of two launches for 
Mazzoli in a 71-day span. She becomes 
the fi rst woman composer with a premiere 
at New York’s Metropolitan Opera with “ 
Lincoln in the Bardo” on Oct. 19, a tight 
gap comparable to when Giuseppe Verdi’s 
“Il Trovatore” and “La Traviata” debuted 
46 days apart in 1853.

A 45-year-old New Yorker originally 
from Lansdale, Pennsylvania, Mazzoli 
met Vavrek in 2009. They have become 
the Rodgers and Hammerstein of 21st-
century American opera, previously cre-
ating “Song from the Uproar” (2012), 
“Breaking the Waves” (2016), “Proving 
Up” (2018) and “The Listeners” (2022). 

“Galloping” runs through Wednesday 
in Scotland, moves to Sweden’s Norr-
lands Opera from Sept. 12-23 and the San 
Francisco Opera in the fall of 2027.

Vavrek, a 43-year-old Canadian who 
also lives in New York, won a Pulitzer 
Prize for Du Yun’s “Angel’s Bone.” He 
and Mazzoli had long contemplated an 
opioids opera but made progress only 
after commissioning a treatment in 2022 

from author Karen Russell.
“It wasn’t until we collaborated with 

Karen that we found a way in that wasn’t 
preachy or predictable,” Mazzoli said. 
“Coming at it via this weird fairy tale al-
lows us to bring in all sorts of compassion 
and allows us see it in an unexpected way.”

Russell joined Mazzoli and Vavrek for 
a Zoom meeting to discuss ideas, when 
they settled on Franz Kafka’s “A Country 
Doctor” as a starting point.

“There’s sort of this fl oorless void of 
existential suffering,” Russell said. “And 
then there’s also physical agony. Different 
kinds of pain are represented in that story 
and it feels like a fever dream to me.”

Russell’s treatment initially was called 
“The Devil’s Miracle.” She was infl u-
enced by the fairy tales of the Brothers 
Grimm.

“All of your daughters are going to 
starve unless you give me your youngest 
child, right?” she said. “It’s like the devil 
knows when to appear, and it’s often in 
the context of extreme desperation.”

A breakthrough came in 2023, when 

Mazzoli and Vavrek’s earlier work, 
“Breaking the Waves” was performed at 
the Opéra Comique in Paris. It was co-
produced by the former artistic director of 
the English National Opera, John Berry, 
and directed by Tom Morris, who would 
go on to direct “Galloping.”

Berry arranged for the creative trio to 
spend time at Hawkwood, a retreat at 
Stroud in the English Cotswolds, where 
they developed the thematic structure and 
Mazzoli wrote an initial melody. Around 
the same time, Mazzoli was fi nishing the 
composition of the second act of “Lincoln,” 
based on the George Saunders novel.

“I was working on them both concur-
rently, which I would not recommend to 
anyone,” Mazzoli said. “But you do what 
you have to do when these opportunities 
come up.”

A 2-hour, 15-minute work conducted 
by Stuart Stratford with one intermis-
sion, “Galloping” was composed for four 
primary characters. One of them, a pain-
wracked old woman named Ivona Kowal-
ski (soprano Susan Bullock), sings early 

on: “Life’s a joke and then you croak.”
Set designer Rebecca Ringst and light-

ing designer Lucy Carter used 120 vertical 
LEDs about 7 yards (6.5 meters) long that 
resembled needles and caused at times a 
hallucinatory effect. Mazzoli shifts themes 
to a darker register as addiction takes hold 
and the music turns to electronica by DJ 
Blume and Lorna Dune for teenagers’ raves, 
mixed into the Scottish Opera Orchestra.

There is a chorus of 14, singing sheep 
and a pair of dogs (hilariously portrayed 
by Catriona Hewitson and Edward Jowle), 
whose barks become words that Theresa 
understands as she becomes strung out. 

“I’m really into fi nding that strange 
element that only works really for opera 
and some comic relief,” Vavrek said. “The 
dogs are funny. They’re silly.”

Lucky Mack similar to Harold Hill in 
Meredith Willson’s “The Music Man,” 
Sportin’ Life in “The Gershwins’ Porgy 
and Bess” and Dr. Dulcamara in Doni-
zetti’s “L’elisir d’amore (The Elixir of 
Love).” Morris called him a “grifter/ma-
gician/snake-oil salesman.”

This image released by Black Bear shows Matthew McConaughey, left, 
and Angelina LookingGlass in a scene from “The Rivals of the Amziah 

King.” (AP)

Taylor Swift appears at the MTV Video Music 
Awards in Elmont, N.Y., on Sept. 11, 2024. (AP)

New class includes Camp

Swift, Lovett join Nashville
songwriters Hall of Fame
NEW YORK, Aug 12, (AP): Global superstar 
Taylor Swift and country legend Lyle Lovett will 
be inducted into the Nashville Songwriters Hall 
of Fame, the organization announced Tuesday.

The new class also includes Shawn Camp and 
Lee Thomas Miller, both elected in the contem-
porary songwriter category, and Bruce Channel 
as the veteran songwriter. They will be formally 
inducted during the 56th Anniversary Nashville 
Songwriters Hall of Fame Gala later this year.

Swift, the 14-time Grammy Award winning 
artist, is elected in the contemporary songwriter/
artist category. She’s known for writing many 
of her own hits since launching her career in 
Nashville as a preteen. Those include her coun-
try singles “Teardrops On My Guitar” and “Love 
Story,” as well as her blockbuster pop hits “Blank 
Space,” “Anti-Hero,” and “Cruel Summer.” She 
became the youngest woman ever inducted into 
the Songwriters Hall of Fame in June.

Lovett is elected in the veteran songwriter/
artist category. He started his career in the folk 
scene before fi nding success for his clever lyri-
cism and innovative country-Americana songs 
like “She’s No Lady,” “Cowboy Man,” “Give 
Back My Heart,” “Why I Don’t Know,” “God 
Will” and more.

Camp began as a fi ddle player for Shelby 
Lynne, Alan Jackson, Trisha Yearwood and oth-
ers in the ’80s before becoming a hit songwriter. 
His credits include Garth Brooks’ “Two Piña Co-
ladas,” Brooks & Dunn’s “How Long Gone” and 
Willie Nelson’s “A Beautiful Time.”

Miller’s hits include Terri Clark’s “I Just Wan-
na Be Mad,” Trace Adkins’ “You’re Gonna Miss 
This,” Tim McGraw’s “Nothin’ To Die For” and 
“Southern Girl,” Chris Stapleton’s “Whiskey 
And You” and many songs for Brad Paisley, in-
cluding “The World.”

Texas talent Channel is perhaps best known 
for “Hey! Baby!” written in 1959 and recorded 
by José Feliciano, Ringo Starr, Conway Twitty, 
Anne Murray and DJ Ötzi; it may be most recog-
nizable for its prominent placement in the 1987 
fi lm “Dirty Dancing.”

The Nashville Songwriters Hall of Fame ex-
ecutive director Mark Ford made the announce-
ment inside Belmont University’s R. Milton and 
Denice Johnson Center.

“This is always one of the most anticipated 
days on our calendar - the annual reveal of our 
incoming class,” Ford said in a statement. “We’re 
excited to once again add new names to a legend-
ary list that began more than a half century ago.”

Gardening

Opera

This image provided by Bugwood.org shows three species 
of white grubs: Japanese beetle (Popillia japonica), from left, 
European chafer (Amphimallon majalis) and June bug (Phyl-

lophaga spp). (AP)

This image released by the Scottish Opera shows Justin Austin, foreground center, and Susan Bullock, top center, during a per-
formance of “The Galloping Cure,” at Theatre Royal Glasgow on July 28, 2026 in Glasgow, Scotland. (AP)

Variety
WISCONSIN: A few years ago, 
a pop culture store owner in 
Wisconsin mentioned to Jason 
Ganos, a well-known Nintendo 
game collector, that he had a box 
of Super Mario cartridges that 
had been sitting in storage for 
years. It stopped Ganos in his 
tracks.

It turned out to be an ultra-
rare collection of 97 “absolutely 
pristine” copies of Super Mario 
Brothers Duck Hunt, a popular 
Nintendo game that was released 
in 1988, Ganos said.

After some initial research, 
Ganos found that the cartridges 
he held were not only a new vari-
ant of the game, but also the last 
known production date of it.

Most of the cartridges will go 
up for sale Friday in an online 
auction that will run until Sept. 
9.

“I still don’t quite believe 
that any of this is happening,” 
Ganos said. “I just think it’s 
kind of serendipitous that this 
happened. It’s just still very bi-
zarre to me.”

Ganos, a hard-core fan covered 
in Nintendo tattoos and who has 
operated Nintendo Wire, a news 
service for Nintendo announce-
ments and nostalgia for over 10 
years, said he would not venture 
to guess how much the games are 
worth. (AP)
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‘Measles is raging, immunization rates are falling’

Trump’s vaccine order to raise fears, cause confusion and endanger kids: doctors
WASHINGTON, Aug 12, (AP): 
Doctors say US President Donald 
Trump’s new executive order on 
vaccines is misguided and likely 
to stoke fear and confusion among 
parents at a time when measles 
is raging, immunization rates are 
falling and children are heading 
back to school.

“Many families are finishing up 
that back-to-school checklist, and 
among those things is the medi-
cal checkup and assuring that their 
kids have their vaccines,” Michi-
gan pediatrician Dr. Molly O’Shea 
said. “To put into question the 
safety or efficacy of these vaccines 
right now is really unfortunate and 
ill-conceived.”

The order, signed Monday, ad-
vocates separating the measles, 
mumps and rubella (MMR) vac-
cine into three different single-
disease shots and giving all child-
hood immunizations at separate 
appointments when possible. It 
also includes several changes to 
the childhood vaccine schedule al-
ready attempted by Trump’s health 
department but blocked by a feder-
al judge. The department is run by 
Robert F. Kennedy Jr., who helped 
lead the anti-vaccine movement 
for years.

Trump repeatedly suggested 
the number or timing of vaccines 
could play a role in rising rates of 
autism spectrum disorder, even 
though decades of studies have 
firmly concluded there is no link. 

He also strongly suggested that the 
MMR vaccine could be harmful or 
even deadly.

Dr. Paul Offit, a Children’s Hos-
pital of Philadelphia vaccine re-
searcher and former government 
adviser, said the recommendations 
by Trump and Kennedy “are just 
not science based,” and it’s irre-
sponsible to cast doubt on a vac-
cine that protects against measles 
when the nation is facing its big-
gest epidemic in more than 30 
years.

“The harm that it will cause is 
… to induce chaos and confusion 
into the system, so people aren’t 
sure what they’re supposed to do,” 
he said.

At one point before signing 
his executive order, Trump used 
the word “lethal” when talking 
about the current MMR vaccine, 
saying: “Together there could be 
a possibility they are quite lethal 
and separately, it looks like they 
are not at all lethal but just very 
effective.”

Doctors strongly rejected this 
characterization, saying the cur-
rent combination vaccine has 
gone through rigorous studies and 
years of safety tracking - like other 
childhood vaccines - and has been 
shown to be very safe. The diseas-
es they protect against are the far 
bigger risk, they said.

“The suggestion that separating 
the measles, mumps and rubella 
vaccines one from another has 

value is incorrect in both science 
and in immune response,” O’Shea 
said. “You actually get a better im-
mune response giving them togeth-
er. There’s no value in separating 
them.”

There are currently no sepa-
rate vaccines for children against 
these diseases in the US but 
Trump’s order directs the health 
department to present a plan to 
offer them. Trump spokesperson 
Kush Desai has said that would 
give parents more options on 
timing and frequency, ultimately 
increasing vaccine uptake.

Doctors lamented that Trump 
revived debunked theories about 
vaccines and autism. Autism diag-
noses have been rising for decades, 
with a recent count finding that an 
estimated 1 in 31 children in the 
U.S. have autism spectrum disor-
der. Scientists say that’s in part be-
cause the definition has broadened 
with expanded understanding of its 
wide range of traits and symptoms. 
There’s no single cause, they say, 
and genetic and environmental fac-
tors can play a role.

Dr. Andrew Racine, president of 
the American Academy of Pediat-

rics, said the potential link between 
childhood vaccines and autism has 
been studied in dozens of well-
designed studies around the globe 
and there is “unequivocally” no 
link.

The fact Trump raised the issue, 
O’Shea said, “is really misguided 
and unfair to families.”

Trump’s comments and his order 
also cause confusion about which 
vaccines to give children and 
when, doctors said.

In the first year of Trump’s term, 
Kennedy set out to overhaul im-
munization guidance, firing a 
17-member vaccine advisory com-
mittee and installing replacements 
who made the restrictive recom-
mendations halted by a federal 
judge.

Those recommendations call 
for injections against 11 dis-
eases, with additional vaccines 
separately categorized for at-risk 
children or as available through 
“shared decision-making” with a 
doctor.

The pediatrics academy, mean-
while, continued to recommend 
vaccines to protect against 18 
diseases in its 2026 immunization 
schedule.

O’Shea said that schedule “has 
been very well designed, carefully 
constructed and thoughtfully put 
together to provide safety and pro-
tection just as the baby or young 
child’s immune system is ready to 
accept it.”

Doctors said insurance cover-
age shouldn’t be an issue. Med-
icaid and CHIP continue to cover 
the vaccines recommended before 
the current Trump administration 
took office. Through 2027, private 
health insurance plans generally 
will too, said Chris Regal of AHIP, 
the national health insurers’ trade 
association.

With confusion and fear rising, 
Racine said pediatricians expect to 
answer more questions from par-
ents.

But many doctors fear vaccine 
hesitancy may still keep increas-
ing. Federal data shows US kin-
dergarten vaccination rates have 
been dropping, with the share of 
children with exemptions hitting 
an all-time high in the 2024-25 
school year.

Experts said they worry about 
families skipping necessary vac-
cines for their children or spacing 
out shots, since a vaccine-prevent-
able disease could strike between 
doctor visits.

“Parents deserve clear, ev-
idence-based guidance about 
how to protect their children, not 
competing recommendations is-
sued through political process-
es,” said Michael Osterholm, a 
University of Minnesota expert 
on infectious diseases. “When 
families receive conflicting mes-
sages, confidence in vaccination 
suffers, and children ultimately 
bear the consequences.”

Young activists in Maldives confront 
climate threats to their island nation
ADDU CITY, Maldives, Aug 12, (AP): A group of young 
people in the Maldives recently paddled kayaks to protest 
land reclamation work that was cutting through protected 
mangrove wetlands in a UNESCO biosphere reserve, 
even spray-painting “ECOCIDE” on a reclaimed patch.

The nonprofit Project ThimaaVeshi, which means “self 
and surroundings,” is part of a new generation of activists 
in the Indian Ocean island nation tackling issues that are 
part of their daily lives: coastal erosion, plastic pollution 
and development-damaged ecosystems.

In Addu City in the south, the activists have focused 
on overdevelopment, documenting the impact on wet-
lands and reefs. In the capital, Male, others are tackling 
the plastic waste suffocating streets, hangout spots and 
swimming areas.

As they team up with surfers and others for cleanups, 
picking fishing lines out of coral reefs and piling up dis-
carded water bottles, the groups educate youth on their 
right to a clean and healthy environment.

They are united in knowing that, unlike with previous 
generations, climate change and environmental damage 
are no longer a distant threat.

The Maldives has championed itself as a country fight-
ing its vulnerability to climate change and sea level rise, 
but the government has said sacrifices must be made at 
times in favor of development, and the activists say pro-
tective measures are not happening fast enough.

Exvvperts have said the country south of India and Sri 
Lanka is expected to be around 80% uninhabitable within 
the next 50 years due to rising sea levels.

“It was just us and a bunch of hopes and dreams,” said 
a 21-year-old co-founder of Project ThimaaVeshi, Ya-
meen Maumoon.

Maumoon along with Mishal Mushahid started their 
activism as student leaders working with the Addu City 
council. What started as a group of friends became a 
movement and a registered nonprofit after they graduated 
from high school.

In Male and neighboring Hulhumale, another youth 
group seeking formal registration, Ripple, started when 
friends noticed the trash building up in areas where they 
hung out.

“One day when we were playing Minecraft, we were 
joking around, saying we should start making TikToks 
and we should start cleaning up,” said a co-founder, 
Mariyam Maasha Waheed. What began as an informal 
cleanup grew after their TikTok videos gained traction.

The group now organizes weekly cleanups and cam-
paigns against plastic pollution, collaborating with others 
to recycle the plastic they collect.

Founders said they want environmental action to feel 
less intimidating and more communal.

A co-founder of the newest group seeking registration, 
Barnacles, Yania Hussain Ishan, became interested in 
environmental issues while preparing a presentation for 
school on protecting nature. The group focuses on cli-
mate education and youth leadership.

The constant talk on social media and elsewhere about 
a climate emergency has led to their generation’s feeling 
of a lack of agency over it, Ishan said.

How do computers talk with 
voices that sound like people?

The Conversation is an independent and nonprofit 
source of news, analysis and commentary from aca-
demic experts.

❑     ❑     ❑

By Tam Nguyen
University of Dayton

Curious Kids is a series for children of all ages. If you 
have a question you’d like an expert to answer, send 

it to CuriousKidsUS@theconversation.com.
How is a text-to-speech voice made? - Sarah G age 11 

Seguin, Texas
When you talk to computerized assistants like Siri 

or Alexa, they reply in voices that sound very human. 
But how do computers, smartphones and apps actually 
talk like a person? They use a technology called text-to-
speech.

When you speak, your lungs push air up your windpipe 
and through the vocal cords in your throat. That makes 
the vocal cords vibrate, which creates sound. Your brain 
tells your mouth, tongue and lips to shape that sound into 
words.

I’m a computer engineer who researches how comput-
ers create realistic experiences for people. A computer 
simulates this process of making spoken words. It sends 
electrical signals to a tiny speaker, which vibrates really 
fast. The vibrations push against the air surrounding the 
speaker, creating sound waves. Software in the comput-
er controls those electrical signals in order to shape the 
sound waves to create speech.

If a computer wants to say “Hello, how are you?” it 
breaks each word into bits of sound called phonemes. 
Phonemes are the smallest building blocks of speech, 
such as the sounds “sh,” “short i” and “p” to say “ship.” 
The software creates the phonemes and groups them in 
the correct order to form words: “Heh” “lo” “how” “r” 
“u”? The human brain and mouth create and connect pho-
nemes, too.

Way back in the 1700s, inventors tried to make ma-
chines work like your lungs and throat do. They used bel-
lows - a big bag that a person could squeeze - to push air 
from inside the bag through pipes, whistles and leather 
tubes. The sounds that came out were squeaky, weird and 
creepy.

The first electronic speech machines, called synthe-
sizers, were built in the 1930s. One famous machine 
was called Voder, which made its debut at the 1939 
World’s Fair in New York City. Voder looked like an 
organ. A person had to press electronic buttons, keys 
and foot pedals to get it to gasp out basic phrases like 
“Good morning!”

Computers began speaking by putting together pho-
nemes in the 1960s, creating stiff, robotic speech.

Old computer voices often sounded robotic and 

choppy, like “He-llo-hu-man-I-am-a-com-pu-ter.” 
This happened because older software programs had 
to stitch together small sounds that had been mapped 
out from recorded voices. The maps, called spectro-
grams, look like graphs with peaks and valleys rep-
resenting how strong each tone was at each instance 
when a sound happened.

The programs put the maps together like pieces in a 
puzzle and turned them back into sounds. That method 
worked, but it sounded very unnatural.

Today’s computers use machine learning, a kind of ar-
tifi cial intelligence, to sound like a person. Engineers and 
scientists train an AI program by giving it many hours of 
recordings of real people talking. The machine learning 
software analyzes patterns in the speech. That includes 
everything from how people breathe to when they laugh 
and to how their voices sound higher when they get ex-
cited.

The patterns allow the computer to shape phonemes 
into words and sentences in all the subtle ways people 
do.

This advanced technology even allows a sophisticated 
AI computer to listen to a recording of your voice for 
just a few seconds, learn your exact speech patterns and 
copy it. It can then say sentences you have never actually 
spoken, in a voice that sounds just like yours.

Text-to-speech software helps millions of people every 
day. In cars, it gives directions so drivers can keep their 
eyes on the road. It can read news articles and websites 
for people who are blind, and it can give a voice to people 
who cannot speak.

Like some other powerful technologies, the software 
can also be misused. Advanced software can create high-
ly realistic fake voices, sometimes called audio deep-
fakes. These synthetic voices can sound almost identical 
to a real person’s voice by learning from a short sample 
of their speech.

Scammers can use this technology to impersonate fam-
ily members, co-workers or celebrities. They can make 
phone calls or leave voice messages that try to fool peo-
ple into believing bad information. Scientists and engi-
neers are working to make tools that can identify fake 
voices to help stop scammers.

So the next time you hear a phone, computer or video 
game speak with a human voice, you know how it was 
able to it without having lungs, vocal cords, lips or a 
tongue!

Hello, curious kids! Do you have a question you’d like 
an expert to answer? Ask an adult to send your question 
to CuriousKidsUS@theconversation.com. Please tell us 
your name, age and the city where you live.

And since curiosity has no age limit - adults, let 
us know what you’re wondering, too. We won’t be 
able to answer every question, but we will do our 
best. (AP)

Buildings stand on Male, the capital city of the Maldives on June 19. (AP)

A total solar eclipse is seen from Arlington, Texas, April 8, 2024. (AP)

US President Donald Trump, left, shakes the hand of Health and Human 
Services Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. during a meeting to sign an ex-
ecutive order about vaccines on Aug 10 in the Oval Office of the White 

House in Washington. (AP)

Spain prepares for rare solar eclipse 
against backdrop of heat, wildfires

MADRID, Aug 12, (AP): Span-
iards were rushing to buy special-
ized glasses to view a rare total solar 
eclipse Wednesday, as authorities 
warned people flocking to rural areas 
to avoid anything that could spark 
new wildfires.

Across a swath of northern and 
central Spain, millions of people will 
have some of mainland Europe’s 
best views of the celestial spectacle. 
It will begin around sunset, when the 
sun, moon and Earth align, briefly 
bringing parts of the Iberian Penin-
sula - plus slivers of Greenland and 
Iceland - into darkness.

The event could draw at least an 
additional half a million visitors, 
Spanish authorities say. Against 
the backdrop of scorching summer 
temperatures and wildfires, officials 
have rolled out a large public safety 
campaign ahead of the much-antic-

ipated eclipse, with totality - when 
the moon completely covers the 
sun’s light - expected to last less than 
2 1/2 minutes.

Spain’s Interior Ministry said 350 
official viewing sites have been set 
up across the country’s sparsely 
populated interior, an area often re-
ferred to as “Empty Spain.” Authori-
ties have limited or restricted access 
to another 123 sites because of en-
vironmental conditions or obstacles 
that could hinder an evacuation in 
the event of a wildfire.

Only weeks ago, the most destruc-
tive wildfire in Spanish history de-
voured 500 square kilometers (193 
square miles) and forced the evacua-
tion of tens of thousands of people in 
central Spain. Several smaller wildfires 
remain active elsewhere in the country.

More than 33,500 law enforce-
ment officers will be deployed to ob-

servation areas and access points, the 
ministry said.

“High temperatures, the accumu-
lated dryness of vegetation, and the 
intense pressure on natural areas due 
to projected travel necessitate extreme 
preventive measures,” Interior Minis-
ter Fernando Grande-Marlaska said.

Much of Spain will be on alert 
Wednesday as temperatures climb 
above 35 Celsius (95 Fahrenheit) and 
vegetation remains bone-dry. The 
national weather agency, AEMET, 
forecast such temperatures across 
northwest to southeastern Spain, in-
cluding many areas where the total 
eclipse will be observed.

Authorities’ top priority is to pre-
vent even a single spark that could 
lead to a fire, as happened in Ávila, 
west of Madrid, in late July. They are 
urging visitors not to light fires, litter 
or park in areas with dry vegetation.
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Hosts reunite ‘Big Four’ bowling attack

James faces Lakers on Christmas

Messi mourns father Jorge,
questions his soccer future

Fever extends hot streak
with victory over Liberty

Superstar eligible for two-year extension

Dunleavy confident Curry will retire with Warriors
SAN FRANCISCO, Aug 12, (AP): 
The Golden State Warriors have ev-
ery indication Stephen Curry would 
like to stay with the team for the re-
mainder of his career, and they plan 
to make that happen for the two-
time NBA MVP.

The 38-year-old Curry is hop-
ing to play at least a couple more 
years and has said he wants them 
to be with the Warriors. He is set to 
complete a $62.6 million extension 
he signed for the 2026-27 season in 
August 2024.

Whether a new contract will get 
done right away remains to be seen. 
Curry becomes eligible for a two-
year extension Aug. 29, and general 
manager Mike Dunleavy said, “I’m 
pretty confident Steph will finish 
his career here.”

“Ultimately it’s his call, his de-
cision, whether that’s allowing his 
contract to run out and move on,” 
Dunleavy said during a video call 
Tuesday. “Look, if he comes to 
me and wants to be moved, Joe 
(owner Joe Lacob) and I will talk 
it through. We wouldn’t love it. But 
he’s earned the right to do what he 
wants, do those things. But as far 
as the messaging or any idea that 
he would be anywhere else, that’s 
not a thing we’re looking at or he’s 
looking at.”

Curry averaged 26.6 points, 4.7 

assists and 3.6 rebounds but was 
limited to 43 games last season for 
the Warriors, who will host Denver 
on Christmas night - playing on the 
holiday for the 14th straight year. 

Closely monitoring his playing 
time will be a top priority as coach 
Steve Kerr returns for two more 
seasons after signing a new con-

tract in May. Curry missed more 
than two months with a nagging 
right knee injury before he finally 
came back in early April.

He had initially hoped to return 
after the All-Star break.

“I think with the knee, other inju-
ries and then his age, it’s definitely 
something we have to manage,” 

Dunleavy said.
The Warriors (37-45) also dealt 

with season-ending knee injuries 
to Jimmy Butler and Moses Moody 
that required surgeries and finish 
10th in the Western Conference. 
After beating the Los Angeles Clip-
pers in the first play-in tournament 
game, Golden State lost 111-96 at 
Phoenix.

The Warriors missed out on sign-
ing LeBron James this offseason 
but brought back Draymond Green 
on a one-year contract for $27.7 
million, and also Kristaps Porzin-
gis, Al Horford and Gary Payton II.

Dunleavy hasn’t heard any 
change of thinking from Curry, who 
is headed into his 18th NBA season 
still determined to add to his four 
championships with Golden State. 
The Warriors last won in 2022.

“That’s always been what he’s 
discussed. I think that’s tracking 
quite well,” Dunleavy said of Curry 
staying put. 

“There’s two things I’m confi-
dent about with Steph. He really, 
really wants to win and he wants 
to finish his career as a Warrior. I 
don’t think that changes tomorrow, 
Aug. 29th, the start of the season, 
middle of the season, the end of 
next season. I think those things are 
going to be consistent.”

INDIANAPOLIS, Aug 
12, (AP): Kelsey Mitchell 
scored 20 of her 28 points 
in the fi rst half, and Cait-
lin Clark added 22 points 
and 10 assists to lead the 
Indiana Fever to a 106-92 
victory over the New York 
Liberty on Tuesday night.

Indiana has won seven of its last 
nine, and this one came after coach 
Stephanie White’s 2 1/2-minute 
pregame outburst, defending her-
self while also calling out the side-
shows she thinks have overshad-
owed the WNBA.

This time, it seemed to fuel the Fe-
ver, who shot 59% from the field and 
79% from 3-point range as they took 
a 64-46 halftime lead against New 
York, which had gone 8-1 since los-
ing by 20 to Indiana in mid-July. And 
this time, unlike last week against 
defending WNBA champion Las Ve-
gas, they didn’t allow a double-digit 
lead to slip away.

Mitchell was 11 of 16 from the 
field and she, like Clark and Sophie 
Cunningham, each made four 3s on 
a night Indiana finished with 16 on 
25 attempts. Cunningham had 12 
points, and Aliyah Boston added 19 
points and seven rebounds.

Breanna Stewart and Sabrina Io-
nescu each had 19 points for the Lib-
erty. Jonquel Jones finished with 14 
points and 10 rebounds.

Aces 86, Mystics 76
In Las Vegas, A’ja Wilson had 26 

points, 13 rebounds and four blocks 
for her 17th double-double this sea-
son, Jackie Young added 25 points 
and eight assists, and Las Vegas end-
ed Washington’ seven-game winning 
streak with a victory.

Chelsea Gray scored 12 points, 
and NaLyssa Smith had 11 points 
and 11 rebounds for Las Vegas (23-
11). Young became the seventh-fast-
est player in WNBA history to reach 
at least 4,000 points and 1,000 as-

sists, doing so in 275 career games.
Shakira Austin scored 20 points 

and Sonia Citron added 19 for Wash-
ington (19-13), which had not lost 
since July 18 against Golden State. 
Kiki Iriafen had 15 points and 13 
rebounds. Betnijah Laney-Hamilton 
scored six points in her debut for 
Washington.

The Aces finished with 40-plus 
points in the paint for the ninth 
straight game.

Mercury 94, Sparks 87
In Los Angeles, Rookie Noemie 

Brochant had a season-high 24 
points, Alyssa Thomas scored nine 

of her 16 points in the fourth quarter, 
and the Phoenix Mercury beat the 
Los Angeles Sparksto snap a three-
game losing streak.

Phoenix trailed 81-78 with 4:56 
left in the fourth quarter before clos-
ing on a 16-6 run.

Thomas made a layup with 49.6 
seconds left for an 88-84 lead and 
added two free throws after on the 
Mercury’s next possession for a six-
point lead. DeWanna Bonner sealed 
it by making four straight free throws 
down the stretch.

Dearica Hamby and Rae Burrell 
each scored 19 points for Los Ange-

les (12-20). Nneka Ogwumike had 
18 points, nine rebounds and eight 
assists.

Kahleah Copper added 18 points 
and Bonner finished with 11 for 
Phoenix (13-22). Brochant was 10 of 
13 from the field to help the Mercury 
shoot 52%. Thomas also had seven 
rebounds and nine assists.

Phoenix guard Kelsey Plum 
did not play against the team that 
traded her a little over a week ago. 
Plum was limited to 14 minutes in 
the Mercury’s 95-75 loss to Wash-
ington on Sunday due to left calf 
tightness.

Wilson posts 17th double-double

Australia launches 20-test year in Top End against depleted Bangladesh

LeBron to debut for 76ers 
vs Knicks on opening night

MIAMI, Aug 12, (AP): Lionel 
Messi shared a tribute to his late 
father, Jorge, on social media on 
Wednesday, opening up about how 
difficult it was to lead Argentina to 
the World Cup final and expressing 
uncertainty about whether he will 
continue playing soccer.

“I don’t know what I’m going to 
do without you,” the post said in 
Spanish, shared on Messi’s Insta-
gram. “I don’t know how to keep 
going. All I ever did was play soc-
cer, and now I have serious doubts 
about whether I’ll keep doing it for 
much longer.”

Jorge Messi - who played a fun-
damental role in the soccer star’s 
career, serving as his agent and 
managing his business affairs - 
died Saturday. He was 68.

Lionel Messi led Argentina to 
a runner-up finish in this sum-
mer’s World Cup. In the team’s 
first match, against Algeria, he was 
visibly emotional after scoring the 
first of his three goals. He said later 
that he wept for “a reason unrelat-
ed to sports.”

“You asked me to play in this 
last World Cup so many times and 

just before it started was when 
you took a turn for the worse,” the 
post said. “It was the first time you 
weren’t going to be at the tourna-
ment. But mom kept telling me 
that you were going to get better 
and that you’d be well enough to 
travel. I kept telling you that we 
were going to make it to the final 
so you could travel.”

The post added that Messi 
“wanted to win it” for his father.

“I couldn’t,” the post contin-
ued. “My legs had nothing left. 
This time I tried to push beyond 
what my body could handle, but I 
couldn’t. I never managed to feel 
right.”

Messages of support for the 
Messi family have poured in over 
recent days. Messi had returned to 
his native Argentina and missed 
his MLS club Inter Miami’s recent 
Leagues Cup match against Mon-
terrey.

Inter Miami concludes the group 
phase of the tournament Wednes-
day night against León, though 
coach Guillermo Hoyos said Tues-
day there is no timetable for Mes-
si’s return.

MELBOURNE, Aug 12, (AP): Test 
cricket returns to Australia’s tropical 
Top End for the first time since 2003 
when the hosts face Bangladesh in a 
two-match series starting Thursday.

The series opener at Marrara 
Stadium in Darwin marks Bangla-
desh’s first test tour Down Under 
in over two decades and kicks off a 
12-month period of at least 20 test 
matches for the Aussies including 
tours of world test champion South 
Africa, India and England.

Australia’s so-called Big Four 
bowling attack is set to be reunited 
in Darwin with Pat Cummins, Josh 
Hazlewood and Nathan Lyon return-
ing from injuries.

Pace bowlers Cummins, Hazle-
wood and Mitchell Starc and offs-
pinner Lyon have been the longtime 
front line attack for Australia but in-
juries have limited the frequency of 
all four combining in the same XI in 
recent series.

Hazlewood’s expected inclu-
sion comes at the expense of the 
evergreen Scott Boland, while all-
rounders Cameron Green and Beau 

Webster have also been named in 
Australia’s starting team.

“We know Scotty’s class, it is al-
ways a pretty tight call,” said captain 
Cummins at a pre-match press con-
ference Wednesday. “There is not 
much you can say to Scotty except 
there is a lot of cricket coming up. 

“He knows his worth, and how 
good he is, and I am sure he will be 
out there at some point pretty soon.”

While the bowling unit is settled, 
it’s Australia’s batting lineup that 
poses more questions.

Opening bat Jake Weatherald, 
the first test player from Australia’s 
Northern Territory, has been retained 
from the Ashes series win over Eng-
land last season despite indifferent 
form and is likely to open the innings 
with Travis Head.

The retirement of veteran opening 
batter Usman Khawaja has allowed 
a structural reshuffle with the hosts 
able to unleash both its allrounders, 
Green and Webster, at the same time.

Marnus Labuschagne and Steve 
Smith anchor the innings at No. 3 
and No. 4 respectively, with Labus-

chagne also in need of runs to secure 
his place in the lineup.

Meanwhile, Bangladesh arrives 
severely depleted in the bowling de-
partment.

Nahid Rana, Mustafizur Rahman, 
and Shoriful Islam are all unavail-
able for the opening test, though 
Shoriful may return for the second 
match in Mackay, Queensland state 

from Aug. 22-26.
The 23-year old Rana, one of the 

quickest bowlers in world cricket, 
will be sorely missed by the tour-
ists after he tormented a depleted 
Australian side with extreme pace 
and bounce to secure a historic ODI 
home series victory for Bangladesh 
just two months ago 

Rana then suffered a side strain 
in a Twenty20 international match 
against Zimbabwe in July, but skip-
per Najmul Hossain Shanto said de-
spite Rana’s absence his team was 
still ready for the challenge. 

“It was the first time we beat them 
and we played on good wickets 
so that gives us a little more confi-
dence,” Shanto said. “Here it is a dif-
ferent ball game and challenge.

“Bounce is the main thing but in 
the last few months on home soil we 
have been preparing bouncy wickets 
and played ODI series on a bouncy 
wicket.”

The batting order has also been hit 
hard by injuries, with veteran Mush-
fiqur Rahim ruled out due to a finger 
injury and the brittle top order was 

exposed as it collapsed for a lowly 
54 in a heavy defeat to a Cricket 
Australia XI in a warm-up match on 
the weekend at the same venue.

“It was a practice match and it 
can happen,” Shanto said. “I think 
we have prepared ourself pretty well 
and we are confident that we will 
play some good cricket here.”

This opening fixture launches a 
grueling schedule for Australia of 
20 test matches over the next 12 
months, with the possibility of an 
additional World Test Championship 
final if they qualify.

After the second test against Ban-
gladesh, Australia travel for a three-
test series in South Africa in Octo-
ber, before hosting New Zealand for 
four tests in the southern summer. 
They then have a five-test series in 
India before a one-off day-night test 
against England at the Melbourne 
Cricket Ground in March to mark 
the 150th anniversary of matches 
between the two countries. Then 
there’s an away Ashes campaign 
beginning in June to bring the mara-
thon campaign to a close.

NEW YORK, Aug 12, (AP): LeB-
ron James will visit the New York 
Knicks on opening night and the Los 
Angeles Lakers on Christmas.

James’ arrival in Philadelphia has 
made the 76ers must-see TV, and 
they are all over the NBA’s biggest 
days of the season.

James will make his 76ers debut 
against the NBA champion Knicks 
on Oct. 20. The game at Madison 
Square Garden will be part of a tri-
pleheader, when the Knicks raise a 
banner to celebrate their first cham-
pionship since 1973 and James then 
kicks off the final stop in his career.

He will return to LA to face the 
Lakers on Christmas, after Victor 
Wembanyama and the San Antonio 
Spurs are back in New York for an 
NBA Finals rematch to open a five-
game schedule.

The NBA unveiled those games 
Tuesday as what it called a “sneak 
peek” at the 2026-27 schedule. The 
full schedule will be released Thurs-
day.

The season begins with the Bos-
ton Celtics visiting Detroit in a rare 3 
p.m. EDT start for a midweek game. 
The tripleheader is capped by the 
Spurs hosting Oklahoma City in a 
rematch of the Western Conference 
finals.

Those three games - opening night 
traditionally has featured two in re-
cent years - will all be televised by 
NBC. ESPN then has all five games 
on Christmas.

That schedule: San Antonio at 
New York, Miami at Boston, Phila-
delphia at Los Angeles, Oklahoma 
City at Minnesota and Denver at 
Golden State.

James’ new team was always go-
ing to have a prominent place on the 
schedule, so the NBA struggled to 
put the puzzle together while wait-
ing for his decision. Commissioner 
Adam Silver even said last month 
that he wanted James to announce 
his decision because teams and net-
works were calling to ask when the 
schedule would be completed.

The NBA’s career scoring leader 
said it would be the Sixers about a 
week later, joining a team that al-
ready had acquired All-Star Jaylen 
Brown from Boston and is expected 
to be one of the top challengers for 
the Knicks’ title.

James will play his first home 
game in Philadelphia on Oct. 22 
against Cleveland, one of his former 
teams that hoped to get the 41-year-

old Ohio native back for a third time. 
That will be part of an ESPN double-
header preceding Denver visiting 
Oklahoma City.

Minnesota visits Miami to high-
light the schedule on Oct. 21, when 
most teams will open their seasons. 
The Heat acquired two-time MVP 
Giannis Antetokounmpo from Mil-
waukee - and tried to bring James 
back as well - and the Timberwolves 
traded for flashy point guard LaMelo 
Ball. Golden State then faces the 
Lakers to cap that ESPN double-
header.

The Spurs are also a top draw 
now behind Wembanyama, the NBA 
Defensive Player of the Year who 
helped San Antonio win Game 7 of 
the West finals in Oklahoma City to 
end the Thunder’s title reign.

This will be his second time play-
ing at Madison Square Garden on 
Christmas, after he delivered a mas-
sive 42-point, 18-rebound perfor-
mance in 2024 in a loss in his first 
time playing on the holiday. This 
matchup will be his first time back 
on the court in New York since the 
Knicks set an NBA Finals record by 
rallying from 29 points down for a 
107-106 victory in Game 4. They 
won the title in San Antonio in the 
next game.

San Antonio will face Houston and 
former Longhorns star Kevin Durant 
in a game at the University of Texas 
on Oct. 23 airing on Prime Video, the 
back of a doubleheader starting with 
the Knicks at the Celtics.

In this file photo, Australian bowlers Josh Hazlewood, left, Nathan Lyon, 
Mitchell Starc, second right, and Pat Cummins, right, hold the Ashes trophy 
as they celebrate at the end the last day of their Ashes cricket test match 

against England in Sydney. (AP)

Indiana Fever guard Caitlin Clark (22) shoots in front of New York Liberty guard Pauline Astier (18) in the second 
half of a WNBA basketball game in Indianapolis. (AP)

In this file photo, Golden State Warriors guard Stephen Curry, right, watch-
es his shot go in during the first half of an NBA basketball game against the 

Los Angeles Lakers in Los Angeles. (AP)

LeBron James
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Financial realities begin to shift

PGA Tour faces prospect of more LIV Golf players returning after initial trickling

Sparse crowd in Birmingham

Organizers defend European championships ticket prices
LONDON, Aug 12, (AP): Organizers of the 
European championships have defended ticket 
prices in Birmingham after British sprinter 
Amy Hunt won the 100-meter final at a nearly 
half-empty Alexander Stadium.

One of Olympic champion Keely Hodgkin-
son’s coaches was among those questioning 
prices and raising concerns about parking and 
the cost of food - with bratwurst hot dogs going 
for 15 pounds ($20).

The category A seats for Monday night’s ses-
sion - which included Jakob Ingebrigtsen’s vic-
tory in the 5,000 meters and Hunt’s gold - cost 
150 pounds ($202). The cheapest adult ticket 
was 26 pounds ($35).

Official attendance Monday night was 
13,623, though journalists on hand said the 
actual figure seemed lower, in a stadium with 
capacity at 23,000.

“Hearing from fans re high ticket prices, 
parking issues & even people not knowing it 
was taking place,” Jenny Meadows, a coach of 

Hodgkinson, wrote on social media.
Commentator Sonja McLaughlan added: 

“Actually a bit shocked at type of prices be-
ing charged. It’s a shame for the athletes who 
deserve better. The sport has this precious 

window without football, free to air television 
exposure and it looks flat with such a sparse 
crowd.”

The morning sessions - during which the 
athletes compete in qualifying rounds - offer 
lower prices. Ticket prices for Tuesday’s and 
Wednesday’s evening sessions top out at 110 
pounds ($148), before reverting to the higher 
prices Thursday through Sunday.

Organizers said Tuesday that more than 50% 
of tickets were priced at 30 pounds ($40) and 
lower.

“Birmingham 2026 is delighted with ticket 
sales for the championships, which have far 
surpassed our targets,” they said in a statement. 
“Friday, Saturday and Sunday evening sessions 
are approaching sell-out, with several other ses-
sions close to capacity.”

The widely anticipated women’s 800-meter 
final is Friday night and is expected to feature 
Hodgkinson, Audrey Werro and Femke Broed-
ers-Bol.

McKenzie injured

City signs Rulli as back-up to Donnarumma

WASHINGTON, Aug 12, (AP): Any 
notion that players lured away by 
the Saudi Arabia riches of LIV Golf 
would never return to the PGA Tour 
doesn’t hold much water these days. 
Five months from now, there could 
be as many as five ex-LIV players 
teeing it up at the season opener in 
California.

Brooks Koepka was the first to re-
turn, and that didn’t go the way he 
had hoped. He played 16 times and 
looked like a five-time major cham-
pion until his caddie handed him the 
putter. Koepka failed to reach the 
postseason at No. 94 in the FedEx 
Cup, a performance he described as 
“pathetic.”

Patrick Reed, who decided not to 
renew with LIV a week before it be-
gan the 2026 season, is leading the 
Race to Dubai on the European tour 
and is a lock to be among the leading 
10 players not already exempt to get 
PGA Tour cards for 2027.

“I always saw myself wanting to 
start and finish my career on the PGA 
Tour,” Reed said. He will be playing 
the Nexo Championship next week 
in Scotland for a $3 million purse. 
Even one of the lesser “Challenger 
Series” events in the new tour sched-
ule will feel like an upgrade.

Others currently among the lead-
ing 10 are Eugenio Chacarra, Bernd 
Wiesberger and Shaun Norris. All of 
them were part of LIV Golf when the 
rival league launched in 2022, and 
all have been away from LIV long 
enough to return without penalty 
(and without equity).

The PGA Tour has a full plate as it 
tries to shore up a revamped sched-
ule for 2028 and to create a post-
season format that finally puts some 
meaning into the word “playoffs.”

Brian Rolapp, one year into his 
role as CEO of the PGA Tour, has 
never spent much time talking about 
LIV Golf because there’s no need, 

especially now. Rolapp saying in 
a Bloomberg News interview that 
there was “no merger, no conversa-
tions with LIV Golf,” somehow made 
news. The framework agreement got 
rid of the lawsuits. That was key.

But creating a path back will need 
to be added to the plate at some 
point.

The renegade league is in survival 
mode without Saudi funding, and 
while it is leaning into the concept 
of “LIV 2.0” with the promise of 
a lead investor, the numbers don’t 
make sense. The Public Investment 
Fund spent more than $5 billion in 
five years, much of that to attract 
stars who went over to LIV because 
of the money.

“So many of them came because 
this was a good opportunity for them 
to make some money, and this sec-
ond bite at the apple is equity instead 
of cash,” LIV CEO Scott O’Neil said 
last week when sharing the news of 

an agreement with an investor.
He was full of more optimism than 

details, chief among them the size of 
the investment.

And then the show went on. Joa-
quin Niemann won for the ninth 
time. Jon Rahm clinched the indi-
vidual title for the third straight time 
and picked up a $6 million bonus, 
down from $18 million the last two 
years he won it.

Scottie Scheffler won $10 mil-
lion for winning the PGA Tour’s 
regular season. The PGA Tour’s new 
“Championship Series” in 2028 of-
fers $20 million purses. LIV Golf’s 
restructuring will likely have prize 
funds half that size. The math is not 
that complicated.

LIV ends its season next week in 
Indianapolis. And then what? Play-
ers will have months to contemplate 
their futures in golf while dropping 
in on the odd European tour or Asian 
Tour event.

The day before O’Neil gave his 
update on a lead investor, Cameron 
Smith said about a return to the PGA 
Tour, “I mean, if it was the only op-
tion, I think that’s where everyone 
would want to be for sure, 100%.” 
Lucas Herbert said his management 
has been in touch with the tour.

The key figures are Rahm and 
Bryson DeChambeau, who are more 
valuable to LIV Golf than they would 
be to the PGA Tour. Of course, that’s 
not the way DeChambeau sees it.

“Personally, I’d love to be able to 
play events on the PGA Tour, too,” 
DeChambeau said last week in an 
interview with the New York Post. 
“I think that’s best for golf. I’d love 
that. It’s not an either-or mentality. 
It’s ‘can we do both?’ I think that’s 
where everybody wants to be.

“There isn’t a golf fan on the plan-
et who doesn’t want to see me play 
a big tour event, and I get that,” he 
said. “I’d love to go play events that 

make sense, love to play team golf 
and love to play wherever they’ll let 
me.”

Is that what the PGA Tour and its 
members want?

Rolapp in January offered a path 
back to DeChambeau, Smith and 
Rahm - major champions since LIV 
launched in 2022 - and gave them 
three weeks to decide. None took the 
offer, no surprise. At the time, there 
was no indication Saudi Arabia was 
going to turn off the cash spigot for 
a league that is (was) all about cash.

Those are three prominent names. 
There are others like Tyrrell Hatton 
(four Ryder Cup teams) and Niemann 
(nine LIV victories). There is unprov-
en youth. There also are 17 players 
who are 40 or older who might not 
want to saddle up for a rugged path 
back to where they once were.

So much depends on how LIV 2.0 
comes together and how long it can 
last.

All Blacks wash away Sharks
54-0 in rain-soaked Durban

DURBAN, South Africa, 
Aug 12, (AP): New Zea-
land comfortably handled 
the Sharks 54-0 and a sod-
den Kings Park to go two 
for two on its South Africa 
tour.

Test fullback Damian McK-
enzie limped off after scoring 
a 28th-minute try. His exit was 
precautionary 11 days before 
the Greatest Rivalry test series 
against the Springboks. He twist-
ed his left ankle early while land-
ing to take a mark.

“It’s not too bad but we just felt 
he was hobbling around less than 
100%,” All Blacks coach Dave 
Rennie said. “He will be fine.”

The All Blacks started half of 
their test XV against the weakest 
of the four provincial sides they 
face, and were too slick for the 
heavily depleted Sharks on a pitch 
soaked by heavy rain right up until 
kickoff.

They fixed the issues that were 
shown up while beating the Storm-
ers 38-21 in Cape Town last Friday. 
The maul defense stopped two 
early lineout drives by the Sharks 
from five meters out, the scrum 
was solid, and discipline much 

improved. No yellow cards were 
conceded and the penalty count 
was half of the 16 conceded to the 
Stormers.

They scored eight tries, seven 
converted by standout Ruben Love 
- four from the sideline and one in 
off the post.

Love led the All Blacks’ pre-
match haka, which was uniquely 
met by a solo haka from Ma’a 
Nonu, the 44-year-old rugby great 
who played for New Zealand 104 
times from 2003-15 and was signed 
by the Sharks only a week ago.

“It was such a privilege and an 

honor, and to do the haka, showing 
my respect on behalf of my family 
to the team I love,” he told broad-
caster SuperSport.

Nonu, who hasn’t retired, op-
posed New Zealand for the first 
time but too late to have an impact. 
The Sharks were 42-0 down when 
he came off the bench with a quar-
ter to go.

After containing a rousing start 
by the Sharks, the All Blacks got 
their first try in the 19th from wing-
er Fehi Fineanganofo after a Jordie 
Barrett bomb.

McKenzie slid over the tryline 

moments later but the try was ruled 
out by a knock on. Five minutes 
later, McKenzie was over again in 
another splash beside the right cor-
ner flag after a Barrett kickpass to 
Fineanganofo. Then the fullback 
limped off.

New Zealand turned around 14-0 
ahead and gradually washed away 
the Sharks like an incoming tide.

The other wing, Caleb Clarke, 
scored from a huge miss-out pass 
by No. 8 Wallace Sititi, then Clarke 
gave the final offload for Fineanga-
nofo’s second try.

First-time captain Luke Jacob-
son put Barrett away for a score, 
and a Quinn Tupaea break was 
finished by scrumhalf Kyle Pres-
ton.

Closing tries by Timoci Tavata-
vanawai and Sam Darry brought up 
the All Blacks’ half-century.

They face the Bulls in Pretoria 
on Saturday. Yet to appear on tour 
because of “niggles” were hooker 
Codie Taylor, wing Will Jordan, 
prop Tyrel Lomax and scrumhalf 
Cam Roigard, who was a late with-
drawal from Tuesday’s game be-
cause of a tight calf.

The All Blacks still haven’t 
named a replacement for center 
Billy Proctor, who broke a shoulder 
blade against the Stormers. There’s 
heavy speculation about the return 
of flyhalf Richie Mo’unga, who 
last played for New Zealand at the 
2023 World Cup.

Depay upset after saying Corinthians 
broke agreement to extend contract
SAO PAULO, Aug 12, (AP): Netherlands forward Memphis Depay plans to “react 
strongly” after saying that Brazilian club Corinthians did not honor an agreement to 
extend his contract.

Depay said on social media he was “very disappointed” to find out Corinthians de-
cided “not to honor our agreement in place to extend my contract for 2 more years.” 

“This renewal was explicitly agreed upon by the president as well as the sporting, 
legal and financial department,” he said. “Some people decided however to breach this 
engagement...”

Depay joined Corinthians in 2024 and helped the club win the Brazilian Cup last 
year.

“I didn’t want this situation and always respected the club throughout the process, 
but now I am forced to react strongly in order to preserve my interests,” he said. “In the 
upcoming days I will speak publicly but rest assured that I will not leave this unaccept-
able behaviour unsanctioned.”

Corinthians said it made the decision not to extend the contract because of financial 
considerations.

❑      ❑      ❑

Manchester City’s back-up goalkeeper to Gianluigi Donnarumma will be Gerónimo 
Rulli after the Argentina international joined from Marseille on a two-year deal.

The 34-year-old Rulli replaces James Trafford as City’s second-choice goalie. Traf-
ford left to join Leeds last week.

Rulli, who has played eight times for Argentina and was part of the World Cup-win-
ning squad in 2022, has European experience after playing at Real Sociedad, Villarreal, 
Montpellier, Ajax and most recently Marseille since 2024.

He had a brief spell at City in the 2016-17 season.
“I have been really impressed by him during our conversations, a strong desire to 

join us,” City director of football Hugo Viana said. “It’s clear we are getting a brilliant 
professional, as well as a top keeper.”

❑      ❑      ❑

Chelsea signed Pep Chavarria from Rayo Vallecano  as a replacement for left back 
Marc Cucurella.

Cucurella joined Real Madrid at the start of the offseason.
Chelsea now has another Spaniard at left back, with Chavarria signing a deal until 

2031. He helped Rayo reach the Conference League final last season and finish eighth 
in La Liga for the second straight year.

“This is a dream for me as Chelsea are one of the biggest clubs in the world,” Chavar-
ria said. “It is a big opportunity but I am prepared and will work hard to help the team 
achieve success.”

Under new manager Xavi Alonso, Chelsea has also signed defenders Maxence La-
croix, Marco Palestra and Geovany Quenda, midfielders Morgan Rogers, Jordan Hen-
derson and Valentin Barco, and striker Danny Welbeck this offseason.Sharks’ Donovan Don, jumps for the ball with All Blacks’ Ruben Love during a friendly rugby match between Sharks and All Blacks, in Durban, 

South Africa. (AP)

All Blacks’ Damian McKenzie, left, scores a try as Sharks’ Vusi Moyo 
tries to defend during a friendly rugby match between Sharks and All 

Blacks. (AP)

Germany’s Shanice Craft makes an attempt 
in the women’s discus throw qualifying at the 
European Athletics Championships in Bir-

mingham, England. (AP)

In this file photo, Netherlands’ Memphis Depay tries to reach the ball in front of the 
goal during the World Cup Group F soccer match between Tunisia and the Nether-

lands in Kansas City, Mo. (AP)
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Sports
From left, second-placed Ger-
many’s Isabel Gose, fi rst-placed 
Italy’s Simona Quadarella and 
third-placed Germany’s Maya 
Werner pose after the 800 
meters freestyle fi nal during the 
European Swimming Champi-
onships in Saint-Denis, near 
Paris, France. (AP)
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Glave leads Britain 1-2 in men’s 100 meters at European championships Kuwait Volleyball Association works
to develop new generation of refereesTentoglou wins fourth consecutive long jump title

East Bengal ends Al-Arabi Champions League Two dream
Kuwait side drops to Challenge League

By Hassan Mosa
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KOLKATA, India, Aug 12: Al-Arabi’s 
AFC Champions League Two campaign 
came to an end after they suffered a 4-1 
defeat to India’s East Bengal in the playoff 
round at Salt Lake Stadium in Kolkata.

The result means Al-Arabi will now compete in the 
AFC Challenge League, while East Bengal secured its 
place in the AFC Champions League Two.

Al-Arabi coach Goran Sablic started Suleiman 
Abdulghafour in goal, with Abdullah Ammar, Abdul-
wahab Al-Awadi, Jawhar Rasul and Sheldon forming 
the defensive line. Ali Aziz, Khaled Al-Murshid and 
Kenan Malinco operated in midfield, while Youssef 
Majed, Zaid Qanbar and Anaba Ayewala led the at-
tack.

The hosts made the brighter start and looked to 
capitalize on some early uncertainty in Al-Arabi’s 
defense. Abdulghafour, however, remained alert and 
made several important saves to keep the score level.

Al-Arabi gradually grew into the game and began 
creating opportunities. Ayewala broke into the pen-
alty area in the 12th minute but fired into the side net-
ting. Al-Murshid tested the East Bengal goalkeeper 
seven minutes later, while Malinco also saw an effort 
saved in the 23rd minute.

The visitors then took greater control of midfield 
and enjoyed a spell of pressure. Ayewala weaved past 
several defenders five minutes before halftime but 
sent his effort over the bar, while Malinco headed a 
cross wide in the final minute of the half.

Both teams increased the tempo after the restart. 

Ayewala again threatened in the 49th minute, forcing 
the East Bengal goalkeeper to turn his shot behind 
for a corner. The hosts responded immediately on the 
counter, but Al-Murshid produced a crucial interven-
tion to deny them.

Al-Arabi was forced into a change in the 71st min-
ute when Ali Abdulrasoul replaced the injured Abdul-
lah Ammar.

Three minutes later, Al-Arabi was awarded a pen-
alty after Malinco was brought down inside the box. 
Ayewala stepped up and confidently converted to 
give the visitors the lead.

Al-Arabi had a chance to extend its advantage in 
the 81st minute, but Youssef Majed headed wide.

Sablic responded by bringing on Bandar Al-Salama 
and Hamad Al-Harbi for Majed and Al-Murshid as he 
looked to maintain the team’s momentum.

East Bengal threw players forward in the closing 
stages and finally found the equalizer in stoppage 
time. Jai Gupta rose to head the ball past Abdulgha-
four, sending the match into extra time.

The additional 30 minutes proved decisive. Al-
Arabi missed several chances to regain the lead, with 
Al-Salama among those unable to capitalize, while 
the team’s physical condition appeared to deteriorate.

East Bengal took advantage in the 108th minute 
when Palestinian Bassim Rashid unleashed a power-
ful shot to put the hosts ahead.

Al-Arabi pushed for another equalizer, but its hopes 
were ended in the 116th minute when David beat the 
Al-Arabi defense and scored East Bengal’s third goal.

Rohit Danu completed the rout in the 120th minute, 
sealing a 4-1 victory and sending East Bengal into the 
AFC Champions League Two.

By Khaled Al-Enezi
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 12: The Kuwait 
Volleyball Association is stepping up 
efforts to develop its refereeing system 
by organizing a specialized course for 
newly recruited referees at the Leaders 
Preparation Center in Khaldiya from 
August 30 to September 10.

The initiative is part of the associa-
tion’s strategy to attract and develop 
young refereeing talent and establish 
a strong pool of qualified officials ca-
pable of handling volleyball competi-
tions to the required technical and pro-
fessional standards.

The course will combine theoretical 
lectures with practical training, cover-
ing the technical and legal aspects of 
refereeing, recent amendments to the 
rules, and the proper handling of dif-
ferent situations that may arise during 
matches.

International referees Ali Al-Ostad, 
chairman of the Referees Committee, 
and Dr. Ahmed Al-Anizan, the com-
mittee’s rapporteur, will conduct the 
course. They will draw on their ex-
perience to improve the participants’ 
technical and physical readiness and 
prepare them for a gradual transition 
into competitive officiating.

Dr. Al-Anizan said the program is 
designed to develop a new generation 
of referees and strengthen the overall 
standard of officiating in line with the 
continued growth of volleyball locally 
and regionally.

He added that the initiative would 
help provide the association’s compe-
titions with qualified referees in the 
coming seasons while laying the foun-
dation for a young and capable referee-
ing base.

Al-Anizan also highlighted the co-
operation between the association’s 
Board of Directors and the Referees 
Committee in developing officials and 
enhancing their technical capabilities. 
He said the committee regularly orga-
nizes training and qualification pro-
grams for both existing and new refer-
ees ahead of each season to ensure they 
are fully prepared to officiate matches 
across all age groups.

He stressed that keeping referees 
updated on the latest technical and 
legal developments has contributed 
positively to their performances. The 
standard of Kuwaiti volleyball referees 
has improved significantly in recent 
years, he said, reflecting the continued 
efforts of the association and its Refer-
ees Committee to develop and qualify 
national officiating talent.

BIRMINGHAM, England, 
Aug 12, (AP): Miltiadis 
Tentoglou of Greece over-
came windy conditions to 
win his fourth consecutive 
long jump title at the Euro-
pean championships.

The two-time Olympic cham-
pion’s mark of 8.44 meters on his 
fourth attempt was good enough 
for gold at Alexander Stadium on 
Day 2 of the continental track-and-
field competition.

“This was one of the hard-
est finals I have ever done,” the 
28-year-old Tentoglou said. “I am 
good in all conditions but this wind 
was so hard on us long jumpers. It 
was changing all the time and al-
ways negative.”

Switzerland’s Simon Ehammer 
(8.29 meters) took silver  and Bozhi-
dar Sarâboyukov (8.26 meters) of 
Bulgaria was third.

“Ehammer is a very strong guy 
and he was kind of OK with it. But 
for the other jumpers and me, it was 
incredibly difficult,” Tentoglou said. 
“I had to try so hard for this 8.44m 

jump. It is nothing for me usually but 
today it was so hard to do. This was 
not just a regular 8.40m jump for me. 
It was big jump. So I appreciate it a 

lot.
“This is one of my most precious 

victories because it is also a complex 
season for me. This is the start of 
winning golds again.”

At the 2024 Paris Games, Tento-
glou became just the second man - 
Carl Lewis is the other - to win two 
consecutive Olympic long jump 
titles.

Britain’s Romell Glave won gold 
and teammate Jeremiah Azu took 
silver in the final of the men’s 100 
meters.

The 26-year-old Glave improved 
on his bronze in Rome two years ago 
by finishing first in 10.09 seconds. 
Azu crossed in 10.16. Owen Ansah 
(10.19) of Germany was third.

“It’s an amazing feeling. The work 
I’ve put in to reach this point was a 
lot,” Glave said. “Me and my coach 
have been working on the first 30 
metes. It paid off and it’s amazing to 
upgrade my bronze from 2024.”

It came a night after Amy Hunt 
won gold for Britain in the women’s 
100.

Two-time defending champion 
Marcell Jacobs pulled up halfway 
through Tuesday’s final with an 

apparent leg injury before jogging 
across the line. Jacobs won gold in 
the 100 at the 2020 Tokyo Olym-
pics.

Nadine Visser of the Netherlands 
secured her first major outdoor title 
by winning the women’s 100 meter 
hurdles - barely.

Visser crossed the line in 12.668 
seconds to win by one-thousandth 
of a second over Poland’s Pia 
Skrzyszowska, the 2022 champion.

“This is a real relief, honestly. It 
still hasn’t sunk in completely. This 
is the medal I’ve wanted for a very 
long time,” the 31-year-old Visser 
said.

“Winning by a thousandth, this 
was unnecessary. I’m a really big 
perfectionist, always thinking about 
things that could have gone bet-
ter. Waiting for the photo finish, I 
wasn’t really thinking about whether 
I would get the gold medal or not, I 
just felt this wasn’t the perfect race,” 
she added. “In the end it doesn’t mat-
ter because it was enough. I am so 
happy.”

Laeticia Bapté (12.73) of France 
was third.

Britain’s Romell Glave crosses the finish line to win the gold medal in the men’s 100 meters final at the European Athletics Championships in Birmingham, 
England. (AP)

Al-Arabi and East Bengal players vie for the ball during the AFC Champions League Two playoff in Kolkata.

Greece’s Miltiadis Tentoglou 
makes an attempt in the men’s long 
jump final at the European Athlet-
ics Championships in Birmingham, 

England. (AP)

Dr. Ahmed Al-Anizan

Burgan signs Hernandez to boost
Club World Champ’ship campaign

By Khaled Al-Enezi
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 12: Burgan 
Club has completed the signing of 
Spanish right-back Angel Hernandez 
as part of its preparations for the up-
coming handball season and a busy 
international campaign.

The experienced Hernandez brings 
a strong résumé to the team, having 
previously represented Portuguese 
side Porto, Qatar’s Al-Duhail and 
Kuwait Club. He also spent a period 
on loan with Egyptian powerhouse Al 
Ahly.

Hernandez becomes Burgan’s sec-
ond foreign signing, joining Japanese 
player Yasuhiro. The club has also 
strengthened its local contingent with 
the addition of Al-Qadsia’s Abdullah 
Al-Attiyah and five players from Al-
Salmiya — Hussein Salman, Bandar 
Al-Shammari, Mohammed Al-Bahar, 
Hassan Rajab and Youssef Rajab.

The latest additions are part of Bur-
gan’s plans to assemble a competi-
tive squad capable of challenging on 
multiple fronts. The management is 
seeking to strengthen key positions 
with experienced players while main-
taining the core of the squad that de-
livered a historic Asian achievement.

Burgan is preparing for its biggest 
challenge yet — a historic appearance 
at the IHF Men’s Club World Cham-
pionship in Cairo from September 24 
until early October.

The team will begin an overseas 
training camp in North Macedonia 
on August 25, running until Septem-
ber 20. The camp will feature inten-
sive training sessions and a series of 
friendly matches aimed at improving 
the players’ physical and technical 
levels before the Club World Cham-
pionship.

Following the camp, the team will 
return to Kuwait before flying to 
Egypt two days later to complete its 
final preparations for the tournament.

The draw has placed Asian cham-
pions Burgan in Group B alongside 
German giants Füchse Berlin, hosts 
Al Ahly and the winner of the prelim-
inary-round clash between Hungarian 
side Veszprem and Australia’s Syd-
ney.

Meanwhile, Kazma announced the 
renewal of Walid Al-Enezi’s contract 
for a third consecutive season. He will 
continue with the first-team handball 
technical staff as fitness coach, con-
ditioning specialist and performance 
analyst.


