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Arab world joins Saudi Arabia to condemn ‘treacherous’ attacks on Kuwait, UAE, Qatar

Kuwait economy to dip as
crisis disrupts oil exports

UK remains devoted to supporting
Kuwait’s security, defense: envoy

Kuwait, Oman eye education ties upgrade
KUWAIT CITY, May 11, (KUNA): Minis-
ter of Education Jalal Al-Tabtabaei received 
Omani Ambassador to Kuwait Saleh Al-
Kharousi on Monday to discuss ways of 
enhancing bilateral cooperation and edu-
cational partnership between the two coun-

tries.
The Ministry of Education said in a state-

ment that the meeting addressed several is-
sues of mutual interest, particularly coop-
eration in educational and training fi elds in 
support of shared development goals.

Kuwait witnesses rapid
progress in ‘IP services’
KUWAIT CITY, May 11, (KUNA): Acting Under-
secretary of the Ministry of Commerce and Industry 
Marwa Al-Jaidan said Monday intellectual property 
services in Kuwait are witnessing rapid growth, sup-
porting the business environment and knowledge-
based economy.

Al-Jaidan told KUNA that the 2025 report of the 
Trademarks and Patents Department recorded 68,632 
transactions in trademarks, patents and industrial de-
signs, with total fees reaching KD 6.69 million (about 
USD 21.7 million).

She said the fi gures refl ect growing demand for in-
tellectual property services and the ministry’s efforts 
to enhance transparency, strengthen oversight systems 
and curb illegal practices, including money laundering 
and terrorism fi nancing.

Al-Jaidan added that the ministry follows an in-
tegrated approach based on improving procedures, 
linking relevant departments and applying interna-
tional auditing and monitoring standards to ensure 
transaction integrity and strengthen financial over-
sight.

She noted that the Trademarks Department recorded 
62,942 transactions, generating KD 6.07 million (about 
USD 19.7 million) in fees.

Trademark registration requests topped transactions 
at 13,350, followed by 11,644 publication transactions 
and 10,518 registration and certifi cate issuance transac-
tions.

Continued on Page 5

‘Hantavirus’ risk remains
low in Kuwait – minister
KUWAIT CITY, May 11, (KUNA): Kuwait’s Ministry 
of Health said on Monday that it is closely monitoring 
global developments related to Hantavirus following 
reported infections and deaths aboard a cruise ship that 
departed Argentina in early April.

Ministry spokesperson Dr. Abdullah Al-Sanad said 
the outbreak prompted international health measures, 
including reporting under global health regulations, 
contact tracing across several countries, medical 
evacuations, and strengthened surveillance systems.

He added that Kuwait’s public health sector, through 
the Kuwait Center for Disease Control and Prevention, 
continues to assess epidemiological indicators, with the 
latest technical evaluation concluding that the risk of 
transmission or outbreak within Kuwait remains low 
due to the absence of widespread global community 
transmission.

The ministry has implemented precautionary meas-
ures, including securing laboratory testing capabilities, 
enhancing epidemiological investigations, increasing 
preparedness of health teams, and maintaining coordi-
nation with regional and international health organiza-
tions.

Al-Sanad explained that hantavirus is primarily 
transmitted to humans through exposure to infected 
rodents or contaminated environments, while human-
to-human transmission remains rare and limited to spe-
cifi c strains.

He affi rmed the ministry’s commitment to ongoing 
monitoring and rapid response measures to safeguard 
public health.

KUWAIT CITY, May 11: The British Embassy 
in Kuwait is pleased to announce the visit of 
Vice Admiral Edward Ahlgren OBE MA, Roy-
al Navy, the United Kingdom’s Defence Senior 
Advisor for the Middle East and North Africa 
(DSAME), to the State of Kuwait on the 9th of 
May for 3 days.

During his visit, Vice Admiral Ahlgren 
held a series of high-level meetings with 
senior Kuwaiti officials to discuss the evolv-
ing regional situation, including the impor-
tance of maintaining the current ceasefire, 

regional security dynamics, and the critical 
role of the Strait of Hormuz in global mari-
time security.

Vice Admiral Ahlgren was received by His 
Excellency Sheikh Jarrah Jaber Al-Ahmad 
Al-Sabah, Minister of Foreign Affairs. Their 
discussions underscored the strength of the 
longstanding UK–Kuwait partnership and the 
shared commitment to regional stability, dia-
logue, and de-escalation.

Continued on Page 5

War slows regional economies’ growth from 4% to 1.8%

By Inaas Awad
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, May 11: Officials and economists warned 
that the war in the Middle East has transformed from 
a geopolitical crisis into a “protracted economic shock”, 
threatening growth, financial stability, food security and 
energy in the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) re-
gion, amid rising debt and inflation and shrinking fiscal 
space in several regional economies.

They made this statement at a virtual international seminar organized 

by the Middle East Center for Economics and Finance of the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF), in collaboration with its Middle East and Central 
Asia Department.

The seminar discussed the Regional Economic Outlook report titled, “The 
War in the Middle East: Economic Repercussions and Policy Changes,” with 
the participation of Giovanni Melina, Deputy Director of the Middle East and 
Central Asia Department at the IMF, and John Bludorn, Deputy Director of 
the same department. 

Sheikh Ahmed Diop, Chief Economist at the Islamic Development Bank, 
also participated in the discussion.  The session was moderated by economic 
analyst Basel Awad and chaired by Director of the center Sami Ben Nasser.

Continued on Page 5

RIYADH, May 11, (KUNA): The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia on Sunday voiced 
its “vehement condemnation” of the treacherous attacks targeting the territo-
ries and territorial waters of the United Arab Emirates, the State of Qatar, and 
the State of Kuwait.

In a press release issued by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Kingdom 
reaffi rmed its “unwavering solidarity” and support for all measures adopted 
by the sisterly Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) states to safeguard their se-
curity, stability, and sovereign integrity.

The statement demanded an “immediate cessation” of these blatant provo-
cations, warning against any attempts to obstruct the Strait of Hormuz or jeop-
ardize the safety of international navigation.

The Ministry further underscored the imperative of upholding the freedom 

of maritime passage in accordance with relevant international laws and con-
ventions, characterizing any disruption to these vital waterways as a direct 
threat to global trade and regional peace. 

The Muslim World League strongly denounced the latest attacks targeting 
of the United Arab Emirates, the State of Qatar and the State of Kuwait.

The treacherous attacks on the Arabian Gulf countries violate all religious 
and legal values, and run counter to international humanitarian norms, MWL 
Secretary-General Dr. Mohammad Al-Isa said in a press release on Sunday.

Dr. Al-Isa reaffi rmed the League’s full solidarity with the three countries in 
whatever measures they might take to protect their security, sovereignty and 
independence. 

The Kingdom of Bahrain on Sunday expressed its vehement condemnation 

of the recent attack targeting the State of Kuwait via several hostile drones.
In a press release, the Bahraini Ministry of Foreign Affairs characterized the in-

cident as a “dangerous escalation” that jeopardizes regional security and stability.
It underscored that the act constitutes a fl agrant violation of international 

law, the principles of good neighborliness, and the standing regional ceasefi re 
declaration.

The Ministry reaffi rmed the Kingdom’s “unwavering solidarity” with the 
sisterly State of Kuwait, pledging full support for all sovereign measures 
taken by Kuwait to safeguard its territory, security, and the well-being of its 
citizens and residents.

Continued on Page 5

■ Ahmed Al-Jarallah
Editor-in-Chief, the Arab Times

THE US President Donald 
Trump’s quick rejection of 
the new Iranian proposal did 
not come as a surprise, as the 
U.S. administration’s position 
does not align with Tehran’s 
demands. The widening gap re-
fl ects the priorities of the Iranian 
leadership and the benefi ciary 
class, which are largely discon-
nected from the daily economic 
suffering of approximately 91 
million Iranian citizens.

As a result, the situation with 
the Iranian regime remains 
unchanged - neither war nor 
peace. The regime is busy con-
ducting local media campaigns 
claiming major victories and 
circulating narratives of alleged 
U.S. setbacks, while develop-
ments on the ground present a 
different reality.

I had previously stated that 
the Iranian regime is stalling 
negotiations to wear down its 
opponents, as was the case with 
the administration of former 
U.S. President Barack Obama 
in 2013, leading up to the agree-
ment reached in 2015.

However, as soon as the 
agreement was signed and 
some of the frozen funds were 

released, the Iranian regime 
rushed to increase uranium en-
richment and directed resources 
toward its proxies in the region. 
Both actions were viewed as 
highly dangerous, contributing 
to a series of attacks on Gulf 
states, particularly Saudi Ara-
bia, carried out by the Houthi 
group.

This led US allies to adopt 
positions that were inconsistent 
with shared interests.

As a result, Obama’s second 
term witnessed a cooling in re-
lations with Gulf states.

With the beginning of Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s fi rst term, 
this silly game was halted. 
Measures were taken to restrict 
fi nancial fl ows to Iran, along 
with the withdrawal from the 
nuclear agreement.

Iran is the master 
of delaying tactics
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Kuwait raps attack on Pakistan police post
KUWAIT CITY, May 11, (KUNA): 
The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 
Kuwait strongly condemned the 
deadly terrorist attack that hit a se-
curity checkpoint in Bannu district, 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province, north 
Pakistan, yesterday.

The Ministry reiterated, in a state-

ment on Monday, Kuwait’s fi rm 
stance against all forms of terrorism 
and violence.

Expressing condolences to the peo-
ple and government of the friendly 
Islamic Republic of Pakistan, and the 
families of the victims, the Ministry 
wished the wounded a quick recovery.

Photo by Rizk Taufi q 
Fountains gushing out water in Kuwait City as temperatures climbed, ushering 

in the arrival of summer.

UK Embassy photo 
Kuwait’s Chief of Staff of the Kuwait Armed Forces Lieutenant General Khaled Saad Al-Shraian, 
British Ambassador to the State of Kuwait Qudsi Rasheed, and the visiting senior British de-

fense official Vice Admiral Edward Ahlgren and Kuwaiti officers pose for a picture.

KUNA photo 
Minister of Education Jalal Al-Tabtabaei receives the Omani Ambassador to Kuwait Saleh Al-

Kharousi in his office.

8,938 jay walkers fined
over 1 year period: GTD
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By Munif Naif
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, May 11: Assistant Di-
rector General for Traffi c Regulation at 
the General Traffi c Department in the 
Interior Ministry Brigadier General 
Bader Al-Qattan revealed that 8,938 
traffi c violation citations were issued to 
pedestrians crossing outside the pedes-
trian lane from April 22, 2025 to April 
22, 2026.

Speaking at the conclusion of 
the 2026 Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) Traffic Week, with the theme 
“Cross Safely,” Al-Qattan explained 
the slogan conveys a message on the 
importance of commitment, atten-
tiveness and responsibility among the 
drivers and pedestrians. He asserted 
that road safety starts with individual 
awareness and ends in societal secu-
rity.

He added the General Traffi c Depart-
ment is keen on raising traffi c aware-
ness and promoting respect for traffi c 
regulations due to their impact on pro-
tecting lives, reducing accidents, and 
creating a safer traffi c environment for 
everyone.

Warba Bank announc-
es net profit of KD 6.3 
million for Q1 2026, 

reflecting 14% growth

NBK opens registra-
tion for 2026 Aspire 

Summer Training 
Program

Al Tijaria Real Estate 
records net profit of 
KD 4,084,850 for the 
first quarter of 2026
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ACCORDING to the wise, when the road is long, 
choose the right shoes rather than the most beauti-
ful ones.

Unfortunately, our choices are sometimes mis-
guided. Perhaps these choices are made in mo-
ments of carelessness. When a person becomes 
careless, their mind falls out of harmony with the 
demands of life.

... Yet tomorrow is another day

Zahed Matar

Fugitive liquor kingpin, convicted
in money laundering case, caught
KUWAIT CITY, May 11: Within the 
framework of joint security cooperation 
between the State of Kuwait and the Unit-
ed Arab Emirates, the Criminal Security 
Affairs Sector, in cooperation and coor-
dination with Interpol, has successfully 
extradited an Indian fugitive convicted 
in a money laundering case, reports Al-
Seyassah daily.

In an offi cial statement, the Ministry of 
Interior explained that the extradition was 
carried out through Interpol Abu Dhabi, 
with follow-up by the Criminal Security 
Bureau in Dubai, as part of ongoing efforts 
to apprehend fugitives and prosecute those 
involved in organized fi nancial crimes.

Continued on Page 5
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Oil wealth, concessions seen shaping parliamentary behavior

Kuwait MPs’ voting patterns driven by incentives, study finds
Interview with Daniel L. Tavana and Erin York

Al-Seyassah Special Report
❑   ❑   ❑

KUWAIT CITY, May 11: Interviews were held with the 
researchers who prepared and published the study in the 
British Journal of Political Science titled “Legislative 
Cooptation In Authoritarian Regimes: Policy Coopera-
tion in the Kuwait National Assembly.” 

In Kuwait, political alliances do not always begin un-
der the dome of Abdullah Al-Salem Hall, nor are they 
decided solely through public speeches or ideological po-
sitions. Often, such agreements are shaped before voting 
sessions, within a complex network of political arrange-
ments, economic calculations, and the balancing of rela-
tions between the government and parliament.

This conclusion is drawn from a recent American 
academic study, which argues that the relationship be-
tween the government and the National Assembly in 
Kuwait cannot be interpreted solely through the lens of 
“loyalty and opposition,” but rather as an ongoing pro-
cess of political negotiation. In this process, economic 
incentives, ministerial representation, and mechanisms 
of political cooptation  are used to build parliamentary 
support.

The study, published in the British Journal of Political 
Science, was authored by Daniel Tavana, a professor of 
political science at Pennsylvania State University, in col-
laboration with Erin York, a professor of political science 
at Vanderbilt University. It analyzed more than 150,000 
votes cast in the National Assembly between 1963 and 
2016, seeking to understand how political cooperation is 
formed within Kuwaiti parliamentary life.

The study, published in the British Journal of Political 
Science, was authored by Daniel L. Tavana, a professor of 
political science at Pennsylvania State University, in col-
laboration with Erin York, a professor of political science 
at Vanderbilt University. It analyzed more than 150,000 
votes cast in the National Assembly between 1963 and 
2016, seeking to understand how political cooperation is 
formed within Kuwaiti parliamentary life.

In an interview with the daily, the two researchers dis-
cussed the impact of oil on parliamentary behavior, the 
limits of the relationship between popular representation 
and political infl uence, and how the legislative institution 
can sometimes become a space for managing interests 
and political balances within the Kuwaiti political sys-
tem.

Here are the details of the interview:
Question: Your study challenges the traditional un-

derstanding of parliamentary politics. What is your main 
argument?

Answer: The study examines how cooperation be-
tween elected representatives and the government in Ku-
wait arises. It is often assumed that MPs vote with the 
government when they agree with it or when they are 
responding to their constituents’ preferences. However, 
we identify another factor at play, which is a process we 
call “legislative cooptation,” in which cooperation is pro-
duced through an exchange of benefi ts for political sup-
port.

After their election, representatives acquire real leg-
islative power, which can serve as a constraint on the 
government. In principle, MPs could use this power to 
obstruct the government’s agendA. The question, then, 
is - How does the government ensure this does not hap-
pen? Our answer is that cooperation is often produced 
through a combination of economic rents and political 
concessions.

This changes how we understand parliament. Rather 
than being solely a space for loyalty or opposition, it also 
functions as a bargaining arena where support is built and 
maintained through various incentives. What appears as 
cooperation in fi nal votes often refl ects understandings 
reached well before voting takes place. These under-
standings occur behind the scenes and are not directly 
observable, but the evidence we present supports this 
interpretation.

Q. The study relies on a very large database of parlia-
mentary votes. What does this data reveal?

A. We built a database of more than 150,000 individual 
roll-call votes, covering the entire legislative history of 

Kuwait from 1963 to 2016. To our knowledge, this is one 
of the most comprehensive records of its kind. It allows 
us to systematically measure how often elected represent-
atives vote with or against the government.

The data shows that elected representatives vote 
against the Cabinet in only about 10 percent of cases. The 
government usually wins by a wide margin, and about 30 
percent of laws are passed unanimously.

However, this does not mean that parliament is insig-
nifi cant. At times, parliament passes legislation despite 
government opposition, and there is also considerable 
variation in the level of cooperation each elected repre-
sentative has with the government.

This combination of generally high cooperation with 
occasional dissent suggests a system in which legisla-
tive behavior is shaped by incentives. Cooperation is the 
norm, but it is not automatic.

Q. One of the key fi ndings of your study concerns the 
role of oil revenues and how they infl uence parliamentary 
behavior. Can you explain that?

A. We found a clear pattern. When oil revenues rise, 
so does the cooperation of elected representatives. An 
increase of about $30 in the global price of oil is associ-
ated with nearly a 3-percentage-point increase in voting 
in favor of the government’s legislative agenda.

It is important to note that we cannot directly track in-
dividual payments to MPs. We are not claiming that eve-
ry vote is bought, but the pattern in the data is consistent 
with an interpretation in which the government uses its 
resources to secure support within parliament.

The point is that oil wealth not only helps governments 
manage public expectations but also helps them manage 
political elites, including elected representatives. It expands 
the state’s ability to distribute benefi ts, reduce opposition, 
and secure cooperation within parliament itself. The other 
side of this dynamic is that when oil prices fall, the ability to 
maintain that level of cooperation also declines.

Q. The study also points to corruption scandals involv-
ing MPs. Why is this important to your argument?

A. The study highlights several publicly known cases 
of bribery and corruption, such as the 2011 scandal in 
which millions of dollars were allegedly transferred to 
the bank accounts of elected offi cials. This incident trig-
gered a wider investigation, signifi cant public backlash, 
and ultimately contributed to the dissolution of Parlia-
ment.

These isolated examples do not mean that every co-
operative vote resulted from payment, and we are not 
making that claim. However, they show that the type 
of exchange we describe is not merely theoretical. We 
know from these cases that such payments have oc-
curred and have, on several occasions, been exposed 
publicly.

The deeper point is structural - when elected offi cials 
hold real legislative power, that power itself becomes val-
uable and can be invested, traded, or infl uenced through 
material incentives. Our argument is that this form of ex-
change is a systematic feature of how the system oper-
ates. The scandals that occasionally surface are visible 
expressions of a broader pattern.

Q. Besides money, your study points to “political con-

cessions.” How did you observe the practical effects of 
these concessions?

A. Money is one mechanism the government uses to 
secure votes in parliament. The other is political. In Ku-
wait, most laws are drafted fi rst within the government 
and then submitted to parliament for amendment or ap-
proval.

As a result, those within the government have an early 
advantage in shaping what parliament votes on. We found 
that when an ideological current has one or more mem-
bers in the Cabinet, elected representatives belonging to 
that current become signifi cantly more cooperative. They 
are about two percentage points more likely to vote with 
the government for each minister representing their cur-
rent.

This effect is even stronger when the minister’s port-
folio aligns with the subject of the legislation, which is 
consistent with the idea that ministers incorporate the 
preferences of their political currents into draft laws.

In this sense, cooperation is not always imposed or 
bought, but it can also be earned by granting forces out-
side the government a valuable seat at the policy-making 
table.

Q. Does this mean that parliament can be used as a 
tool for extracting benefi ts rather than serving the public 
interest?

A. One of the implications of the study’s fi ndings is that 
legislative institutions can perform multiple functions 
simultaneously. On one hand, they can provide genuine 
representation, with ideological currents winning seats, 
obtaining ministerial positions, and infl uencing policy. A 
striking example is that the composition of the Cabinet 
often refl ects the composition of parliament, despite there 
being no legal requirement for this. This can be seen as a 
form of democratic representation.

On the other hand, parliament also functions as a space 
where individual members may gain benefi ts such as ac-
cess, infl uence, and other privileges in exchange for their 
votes. Members may also use parliament to advance pub-
lic interests or to negotiate with the government.

This dual nature does not diminish the importance of 
parliament, but it does make its role more complex. Par-
liament operates both as a site of representation and as a 
site of strategic exchange.

Q. What broader lessons does this study offer about the 
political system in Kuwait at present?

A. We are cautious about drawing too many conclu-
sions. Our data extends to 2016, and more recent evi-
dence would be needed before making fi rm claims about 
the current situation. Nevertheless, the study offers sev-
eral insights.

The dynamics of parliamentary life are shaped not only 
by constitutional design but also by the incentives facing 
political actors. Cooperation, opposition, and political 
crises are all, to some extent, infl uenced by how those 
incentives are structured.

When the resources needed to sustain cooperation de-
cline, as can happen during periods of falling oil prices, 
the system may come under strain. Our data also show 
that declines in cooperation sometimes precede the dis-
solution of parliament.

At the same time, the findings highlight the impor-
tance of elections. Those chosen by voters do indeed 
influence who ultimately shapes policy, as the com-
position of the Cabinet often reflects the composition 
of parliament. This suggests that voters’ choices at the 
ballot box can have meaningful consequences for how 
a country is governed.

Daniel L. Tavana Erin York

■ Researchers Daniel L. Tavana 
and Erin York: we analyzed more 
than 150,000 parliamentary votes 
from 1963 to 2016.

■ Oil wealth is one of the most 
important determinants of parlia-
mentary behavior. The higher the 
oil prices, the more MPs tend to co-
operate with the government.

■ Researchers: We are not claim-
ing that every vote is bought, but 
the data pattern suggests that gov-
ernment resources are often used 
to secure parliamentary support.

■ The legislative institution often 
becomes an arena for managing in-
terests and political balances with-
in the system.

■ “Legislative cooptation” refers 
to the production of cooperation 
between members of parliament 
and the government through an 
exchange of benefits in return for 
political support.

■ Through a combination of eco-
nomic incentives and political con-
cessions, the government prevents 
members of parliament from ob-
structing its agenda.

■ The relationship between the 
two authorities is not simply one of 
“loyalty and opposition,” but rath-
er a negotiation in which economic 
incentives may be used for political 
cooptation.

■ In 2011, millions of dollars 
were transferred to the accounts of 
members of parliament, a scandal 
that sparked public outrage and ul-
timately contributed to the dissolu-
tion of parliament.

■ When an ideological current is 
represented by one or more min-
isters in the cabinet, members of 
parliament affiliated with that cur-
rent tend to become more coopera-
tive with the government.
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How long can the region live like this?
By Nasser Al-Hajeri 

For more than 70 days now, people across the 
region have been living between headlines, 

rumors, statements, and uncertainty. One day 
there is talk of negotiations and possible under-
standing between Iran and the United States. 
The next day there are warnings, military move-
ments, and fears of escalation once again.

The problem today is not only the possibility 
of war. It is the feeling of never knowing what 
comes next.

People wake up every morning checking the 
news before checking anything else. Oil prices 
move overnight. Flights are discussed constant-
ly. Social media becomes full of analysis, fear, 
and speculation.

Even when life continues normally, there is a 
quiet tension in the background that many peo-
ple can feel.

What makes the situation more exhausting is 
the endless cycle itself. Talks begin, then stop. 

Mediators appear, then disappear. Optimism 
rises for a few days before another statement 
changes the atmosphere completely. The region 
has become trapped between hope and uncer-

tainty.
Most ordinary people 

do not want confl ict. They 
want stability. They want 
to work, travel, raise their 
families, and plan for the 
future without constantly 
wondering whether the 
situation around them 
could suddenly change. 
Many young people in 
the Gulf grew up hearing 

about regional tensions for 
years.

Today, another generation is experiencing the 
same feeling again.

The Gulf region has spent years focusing on 
development, tourism, investment, culture, and 

economic growth. Cities are expanding. Young 
people are creating businesses and new ideas. 
Countries are trying to build stronger futures 
beyond oil. But uncertainty slows confi dence. 
Even without direct confl ict, instability affects 
the mood of the region.

At the same time, diplomacy remains impor-
tant. Dialogue is always better than confronta-
tion. Even diffi cult negotiations are still better 
than silence. But diplomacy also needs clarity 
and seriousness.

Endless waiting creates frustration for every-
one watching from the outside.

Perhaps the hardest part is that people are 
slowly becoming used to living under pressure. 
Tension is starting to feel normal. That may be 
the most dangerous thing of all.

The region does not need more fear. It needs 
stability, wisdom, and genuine efforts to reduce 
tensions before uncertainty becomes the perma-
nent reality of daily life.

Al-Hajeri

Jahra advances infrastructure and service plans
KUWAIT CITY, May 11: Jahra Gov-
ernor Hamad Al-Habashi presided 
over the regular meeting (no. 4/2026) 
of the Public Services Committee at 
the Jahra Governorate Council in the 
headquarters of the governorate.

The meeting tackled various top-
ics related to public services, infra-
structure and recommendations that 
other committees referred to the 
Public Services Committee.

The committee discussed the ap-
proved agenda, which included mon-
itoring procedures related to several 
service sites, requesting data on the 
treated water network in Abdaly 
farms, and reviewing the statement 
of the representative of the Public 
Authority for Agricultural Affairs 
and Fish Resources (PAAAFR) re-
garding the mechanism for regulat-
ing the participation of productive 
families and owners of small and 
medium enterprises (SMEs) in the 
public parks in the governorate, 

It also deliberated on the need to 
obtain approvals for Mutlaa Coop-
erative Society and its affi liated in-
vestment branches in the presence of 
a representative from the Ministry of 
Social Affairs.  This aims to support 

the provision of essential services to 
the residents of Mutlaa City and ex-
pedite procedures related to operat-
ing the approved service sites.

In line with the commitment of the 
committee to follow up issues con-

cerning citizens and addressing con-
cerns within the municipal sector, the 
committee listened to the presentation 
of the representatives of Kuwait Mu-
nicipality on various sites in the gov-
ernorate.  The presentation included an 
assessment of the regulatory and legal 
status of these sites and exploration of 
appropriate solutions to any related 
concerns within the established offi -
cial frameworks, while safeguarding 
the interests of citizens and ensuring 
compliance with regulations.

The committee also reviewed the 
report of the working group tasked 
to identify locations for beautifying 
bridges and roundabouts in the gov-
ernorate. 

It discussed the formation of a 
joint working group to conduct a 
comprehensive fi eld survey of direc-
tional signs throughout the governo-
rate in order to improve services and 
raise the effi ciency of public facili-
ties the governorate.

PAI tightens plot 
withdrawal rules

New fines, eviction process set

By Marwa Al-Bahrawi
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, May 11: Min-
ister of Commerce and Industry 
and Chairman of the Board of 
Directors of the Public Author-
ity for Industry (PAI) Osama 
Boodai issued Ministerial De-
cree No. 8/2026 on the rules, 
regulations and 
procedures for 
withdrawing 
plots under the 
supervision of 
the authority. 

The decree es-
tablishes a clearer 
legal framework 
for regulating in-
dustrial, service 
and craft plots, 
specifying the grounds for withdraw-
al, the appeals process, and enforce-
ment procedures, along with fines for 
delays in handing over withdrawn 
sites.

The ministerial decree, published in 
the offi cial gazette, Kuwait Al-Youm, 
on Sunday, cites nine cases under which 
the minister or his designee will issue a 
decision to withdraw an industrial plot. 

These cases include the withdrawal 
of service, craft and commercial plots 
in accordance with the regulations, as 
well as service sites, quarries and vehi-
cle scrap yards.

The decision stipulates that with-
drawal procedures will commence one 
month after its publication. The occu-
pant will be notifi ed to vacate the plot 
within one month. After this, a report 
will be fi led documenting the plot’s 
return and its closure, and a custodian 
is appointed if necessary. If non-com-
pliant, the case will be referred to the 

Legal Department for legal measures 
like forced eviction and the collection 
of outstanding payments and usage 
fees up to the actual date of vacating 
the plot.

The decision imposes stricter fi nan-
cial penalties on those who delay va-
cating withdrawn plots. The fi ne is 25 
percent of the annual usage fee for the 
fi rst month, gradually increasing to 50 
percent 75 percent, then 100 percent, 
and remains at 100 percent for each ad-
ditional month of delay. 

A daily fi ne of KD100 is stipulated 
for certain activities, such as workshops 
and craft units.

Furthermore, the benefi ciary will 
continue to be charged all outstanding 
fi nancial obligations until the plot is 
fully vacated.

This decision aims to regulate the 
management of industrial plots and 
enhance oversight of their use, ensur-
ing the prevention of encroachments or 
illegal exploitation and fairness in the 
distribution and investment of indus-
trial and service plots, while preserving 
the rights of the State and adhering to 
legal and regulatory standards.

The decision mandates the submis-
sion of the fi nal report to the director 
general to pave the way for reallocating 
reclaimed plots according to the mech-
anism adopted by the authority.

The decision allows appealing the 
withdrawal decision within 30 days of 
its publication or notifi cation.  Such 
an appeal will lead to suspension of 
enforcement procedures until a deci-
sion is reached. If the appeal is rejected, 
eviction procedures will be completed 
within two weeks and the plot owner is 
obligated to pay all outstanding dues up 
to the date of handover.

The decision permits the director 
general to extend the eviction period for 
up to six months, provided all dues are 
paid in advance.

Jahra Governorate photo
Jahra Governor Hamad Al-Habashi chairs a Public Services Committee 

meeting at the Jahra Governorate Council

Boodai
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A DIGEST OF PUBLIC OPINION

diwaniya

Awareness crucial ... save
power to tackle demand

“THE figures in Kuwait reflect a 
real challenge regarding electricity, 
especially during the summer, when 
consumption approaches the critical 
limits of available production capac-
ity,” columnist Sheikh Eng. Fahad 
Dawood Al-Sabah wrote for Al-
Seyassah daily.

“ A c c o r d -
ing to official 
sources, elec-
tricity con-
sumption two 
years ago 
reached a re-
cord high of 
17,640 mega-
watts. Reports 
indicate that 
c o n s u m p t i o n 
peaks during 
daytime hours between 11:00 am 
and 5:00 pm, due to heavy reliance 
on air conditioning, which increases 
the electrical load and places pres-
sure on all power stations.

“Last year, however, conserva-
tion campaigns helped stabilize the 
load at 17,610 megawatts, marking a 
slight yet unprecedented decline de-
spite ongoing urban expansion. This 
summer, demand is expected to ex-
ceed 19,441 megawatts as new resi-
dential cities come into operation 
and temperatures continue to rise.

“Although the total production 
capacity of the power stations ap-
pears theoretically sufficient, actual 
operational capacity is affected by 
extreme heat and maintenance re-
quirements, resulting in a shortfall. 
Consequently, the state relies on the 
Gulf interconnection network and 
electricity imports to bridge the gap. 
This necessitates a smart conserva-
tion campaign to reduce the annual 
waste caused by inefficient energy 
consumption.

“Several projects are underway, 
including the expansion of the Subi-
ya and Al-Zour North power plants. 
However, through a comprehensive 
development plan, the state could 
save up to 1,000 megawatts through 
conservation efforts alone, achiev-
ing results far more quickly and at 
a much lower cost than constructing 
new power stations.

“It is important to make greater 
use of natural alternatives, especial-
ly as electricity demand continues to 
grow annually by four percent due to 
urban expansion.

“The ministry is adopting a range 
of solutions based on technical rec-
ommendations, all of which contrib-
ute to sustainability.

“Yet more is still required, partic-
ularly in the strategic management 
of energy. New cities should rely 
on district cooling systems instead 
of individual air-conditioning units, 
which could reduce peak loads by 
as much as 40 percent. The use of 
renewable energy, especially solar 
power, is also essential, given that 
Kuwait enjoys abundant sunshine 
throughout most of the year.

“The Ministry of Electricity, 
Water, and Renewable Energy has 
begun implementing the Kuwaiti 
Building Code for energy conser-
vation by increasing the thickness 
of thermal insulation, using high-
efficiency glass, and mandating the 
installation of smart lighting and 
air-conditioning control systems in 
non-residential buildings.

“Raising electricity tariffs for the 
commercial and investment sectors 
has contributed to a slight decline in 
load growth.

“However, studies recommend 
that any increase in tariffs within the 
private residential sector should be 
accompanied by the installation of 
smart meters, enabling citizens to 
monitor and manage their consump-
tion more effectively. The Ministry 
is currently moving in this direction 
through the installation of more than 
200,000 smart meters.

“It is important to understand that 
electricity is a vital necessity for 
both people and daily life, which 
makes sustainability and continu-
ous development essential to meet-
ing growing demands. Numerous 
development plans and projects re-
quire sustained efforts to improve 
the electricity sector and raise pub-
lic awareness about the importance 
of responsible and systematic con-
servation.”

Also: 
“Kuwaiti farmers have proven 

their competence in production and 
marketing, and in meeting consumer 
demand with around twenty varie-
ties of essential fruits and vegetables 
during the recent crisis,” Secretary 
of the Kuwait Farmers Union Ah-
mad Nasser Al-Shabak wrote for 
Al-Seyassah daily.

“This is not the first time the Ku-
waiti farmers demonstrated their 
ability to serve the nation, as seen 
during the COVID-19 crisis.

“Driven by a genuine sense of na-
tional responsibility, Kuwaiti farm-
ers continue to provide the produce 
of their farms - vegetables and fruits 
- at affordable prices for everyone 
in all residential areas of Kuwait 
through the “Farmers’ Corner” in 
every consumer cooperative society.

“Kuwaiti farmers are preparing to 
sustain agricultural production for 

as long as possible throughout the 
summer, aiming to supply the larg-
est possible quantities of fresh, lo-
cally grown fruits and vegetables, 
despite rising prices of most agricul-
tural materials and supplies in local 
markets, as well as concerns over 
sudden power outages and the daily 
shortage of treated water.

“Kuwaiti farmers do this out of a 
sincere sense of national duty and 
responsibility towards this country 
and its people.

“With God’s permission, Kuwaiti 
farmers will achieve even greater 
agricultural success during the up-
coming hot months, just as they did 
in the autumn, winter, and spring, 
producing large quantities that were 
displayed and marketed through the 
wholesale outlets of the local pro-
duce market - Wafra Company and 
the Kuwait Farmers Union in Sulai-
biya and Ardiya.

“All the agricultural and pro-
duction achievements of Kuwaiti 
farmers in Abdali, Wafra, and other 
agricultural areas in Kuwait are at-
tributed to the wise leadership of the 
Kuwaiti government, represented by 
the First Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Interior, Sheikh Fahad 
Al-Yousef Al-Sabah, and the board 
of directors of the Kuwait Farmers 
Union, headed by Ahmed Musallat 
Al-Adwani, who has managed the 
union in a distinguished manner that 
serves both producers and consum-
ers.

❑    ❑    ❑

“In Kuwait and the Gulf countries, 
there are thousands of Indian work-
ers. Despite their large numbers in 
all six countries, they are welcomed 
and appreciated due to their honesty 
and the long history of neighborly 
relations and hospitality between 
the Gulf peoples and their closest 
neighbor, India,” Kuwaiti journalist 
Hassan Ali Karam wrote for Al-
Seyassah daily.

“India is not like any other coun-
try for the Gulf countries. Gulf citi-
zens and Indians share a close bond 
that is best understood by those who 
have lived for a long time in the Gulf 
or in India.

“This special relationship is not 
always understood by those who call 
for the deportation of Indian work-
ers. They are a group of ignorant and 
selfish people who want to monopo-
lize the Gulf’s resources, as if these 
resources were meant specifically 
for them, or had descended from 
heaven for their benefit alone.

“They are a minority expressing 
hatred and envy. If given the chance, 
they would exploit the country with-
out restraint, leaving nothing of its 
land or resources, not even its sand 
or pebbles.

“In Kuwait, we have seen, lived 
with, and experienced some of the 
worst, most hideous, and most wick-

ed examples of 
such people, 
who were no 
less vile and 
cruel than in-
vaders.

“At the same 
time, we have 
also seen hon-
esty and dili-
gence from 
Indian workers 

in the tasks as-
signed to them. Many even willingly 
offer useful advice to their Kuwaiti 
sponsors. There are, of course, some 
among the Indian workers who may 
be different, but they are a minority 
compared to other nationalities.

“Kuwaiti merchants have long 
preferred Indian workers for their 
experience and trustworthiness. His-
torically, many bank and company 
treasurers were from India or South 
Yemen.

“Many merchants and large com-
panies still prefer to employ Indians 
and South Yemenis over others. My 
words are not meant as an attack 
on other nationalities, but rather a 
reflection of what is commonly ob-
served in practice. This is the reality 
we live in, and it has become part of 
our culture, as reflected in the num-
ber of cases handled in police sta-
tions, prisons, and courts compared 
to those involving people of other 
Arab nationalities.

“Indians residing in the Gulf do 
not seek or think about acquiring 
Gulf citizenship or establishing their 
own state, as some may claim.

“The Gulf’s relationship with In-
dia is longer than its relationship 
with some Arab countries. The cem-
eteries in Mumbai and Karachi bear 
witness to a shared history that only 
the people of the Gulf can fully un-
derstand.

“When life gets difficult for Gulf 
citizens, many turn to Mumbai in In-
dia or Karachi in Pakistan.

“Therefore, the alleged threat 
posed to the Gulf by Indians should 
not be taken at face value. I would 
ask those who call for the deporta-
tion of Indian workers to stop shed-
ding crocodile tears. Gulf citizens 
and Indians have long understood 
each other well, and Indians remain 
one of the closest communities to 
the Gulf.”

– Compiled by Simi K.Kutty

 Al-Sabah

Hassan Ali Karam

Jail for fighting
others’ battles

By Jaber Al-Hamoud
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff and 

Agencies

KUWAIT CITY, May 11: Sec-
retary of Kuwait Lawyers Asso-
ciation Khaled Al-Suwaifan an-
nounced that the association will 
hold its regular general assembly, 
which will include the election of 
the Board of Directors for the 2026-
2028 term, at 9:00 am on June 10 in 
its headquarters in Bneid Al-Gar.

Al-Suwaifan explained that the date 
was set after the previous meeting was 
postponed, in compliance with the circu-
lar issued by the Ministry of Social Af-
fairs regarding the organization of gen-
eral assemblies and due to the prevailing 
circumstances, in order to ensure the 
integrity of the legal procedures and the 
regularity of the proceedings.

He indicated that the agenda includes 
discussing and approving the adminis-
trative and fi nancial report for the year 
2024/2025, approving the estimated budget 
for the year 2026/2027, and appointing the 
auditor and determining his remuneration, 
in addition to any other business. 

He added the Board of Directors election 
will be held after the general assembly.

❑    ❑    ❑

Fighting others’ wars: The Court of 
Cassation, presided over by Judge Sultan 
Bouresli, upheld the three-year prison sen-
tence imposed on a Kuwaiti citizen convict-
ed of fi ghting in Syria against the regime of 
former Syrian President Bashar Al-Assad 
in 2021, reports Al-Seyassah daily. 

The sentence was based on investiga-
tions by the State Security Department at 
the Ministry of Interior and the conclusion 
of the court that the defendant is responsi-
ble for his action.

The investigation revealed that the de-
fendant left Kuwait for the Turkish city of 
Antakya in 2021 and remained there for 
about three years, claiming he lost con-
sciousness due to an earthquake and then 
woke up in Syria.

In a separate case, the same court upheld 
the seven-year prison sentence imposed on 
a Kuwaiti citizen described as a ‘takfi ri’ 
(one who accuses others of apostasy). 

He was convicted of insulting HH the 
Amir, planning to fi ght with ISIS in Nige-
ria, and promoting the group’s ideology and 
propaganda on social media.

‘Takfiri’s’ 7-year jail upheld

Food safety priority, says PAFN
By Marwa Al-Bahrawi

Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, May 11: The Public Au-
thority for Food and Nutrition (PAFN) 
revealed that the Central Food Testing 
Laboratory in Shuwaikh Industrial Area 
receives around 1,200 food samples daily, 
which are collected from the borders, mar-
kets and factories.

In a statement published on the ‘X’ 
platform, PAFN confirmed that the 

samples undergo testing and analy-
sis using the latest technologies and 
digital systems, ensuring rapid, accu-
rate results and enhancing food safety 
monitoring efficiency.

It revealed that the laboratory consists 
of several specialized departments for de-
tecting chemical contaminants, microbes 
and harmful elements to guarantee food 
safety and suitability for human consump-
tion as part of ongoing efforts to strength-
en the national food safety system.

Boost field operations
to hike security – Gov.
KUWAIT CITY, May 11: Governor of Farwaniya Sheikh 
Athbi Nasser Al-Athbi Al-Sabah met with Director of Se-
curity for Farwaniya Governorate Brigadier General Mo-
hammad Eid Al-Ghasab at his offi ce in the headquarters of 
the governorate on Sunday. 

The meeting aimed to strengthen cooperation between 
the governorate and security agencies.

They discussed several topics of mutual interest, particu-
larly the security and organizational matters, and mecha-
nisms to support fi eld operations in order to improve se-
curity performance and promote stability throughout the 
governorate.

Al-Ghasab expressed his gratitude to the Governor for 
the warm reception and his commitment to strengthen coor-
dination with various security agencies in the governorate.

Eatery set up in home
illegally closed down

‘Prosecution bedrock
of criminality justice’

KUWAIT CITY, May 11: In coordination with the Public 
Authority for Food and Nutrition (PAFN), the Security Di-
rectorates Sector, represented by the Capital Governorate 
Support Department, raided a private residence on Sunday 
that was being used as an unlicensed food establishment 
operating illegally, reports Al-Seyassah daily.

In an offi cial statement, the Ministry of Interior ex-
plained that investigations and fi eld monitoring revealed 
that individuals were operating the establishment without 
a health license issued by PAFN, and were also handling 
spoiled food unfi t for human consumption.

Legal measures were taken, and several reports were 
fi led against the violators, who were referred to the com-
petent authorities.

A warehouse containing prohibited tobacco products was 
also seized, with the necessary legal action taken against 
those involved, who were likewise referred to the appropri-
ate authorities.

The Ministry of Interior affi rmed its continued security 
efforts, in coordination with relevant authorities, to monitor 
and address violations and take all necessary legal meas-
ures against offenders, in order to maintain public safety 
and community security.

By Jaber Al-Hamoud
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, May 11: Minister of Justice Nasser 
Al-Sumait visited the Public Prosecution headquarters, 
where he met with Attorney General Saad Al-Safran 
and a number of public prosecutors, heads, directors and 
members of the prosecution to look into the workfl ow 
and ways to strengthen cooperation between judicial 
bodies.

During the meeting, Al-Sumait emphasized that the 
Public Prosecution is the cornerstone of criminal justice, 
because it is entrusted with initiating prosecution on be-
half of the society, monitoring the application of penal 
laws, pursuing defendants and enforcing judgments. He 
commended the professional and legal efforts exerted by 
members of the Public Prosecution in protecting society 
and upholding the rule of law.

He stressed that the Ministry of Justice is using all its 
resources to support the Public Prosecution and cover its 
needs – administrative, technical, training-related and 
legislative – to ensure integration among judicial bodies 
while maintaining the autonomy of the judiciary.

The two sides discussed ways to improve the work 
environment, expedite procedures, support digital trans-
formation projects, and update legislation related to the 
work of the public prosecution in order to raise perfor-
mance effi ciency and speed up case resolution.

At the end of the visit, Al-Sumait expressed his ap-
preciation for the efforts of the members of the Public 
Prosecution, stressing that the ministry will continue 
providing support to develop the work mechanism and 
increase the effi ciency of the judicial system.

❑      ❑      ❑

Faiha house on fi re: Fire broke out in a room of a house 
in Al-Faiha on Sunday evening but no casualties were 
recorded, reports Al-Seyassah daily.

The Kuwait Fire Force (KFF) stated in a press release 
that fi refi ghters from Shaheed and Madina fi re stations 
rushed to the location and extinguished the fi re. Inves-
tigations were launched to determine the cause of the 
fi re.

Kuwait, UK discuss boost in military ties
KUWAIT CITY, May 11, (KUNA): 
Chief of the Kuwaiti Army General 
Staff Lieut. Gen. Khaled Al-Shuraiaan 
and the UK’s Senior Defense Advisor 
for the Middle East and North Africa 
Vice Admiral Edward Ahlgren dis-
cussed Sunday joint cooperation and 
the current regional situation.

In a press statement, the General 
Staff of the Army said that the meet-
ing took place during Al-Shuraiaan’s 
reception of the British advisor and his 
accompanying delegation on the occa-
sion of their visit to the country.

During the meeting, they reviewed 
bilateral relations between Kuwait and 
the United Kingdom and discussed ex-
isting military cooperation and ways to 
develop it to serve the common inter-
ests of the two friendly nations, accord-
ing to the release.

Several high-ranking Kuwaiti offi c-
ers were present at the meeting.

KUNA photo 
Chief of the Kuwaiti Army General Staff Lieut. Gen. Khaled Al-Shuraiaan receives UK’s Senior 

Defense Advisor for the Middle East and North Africa Vice Admiral Edward Ahlgren.

Farwaniya Governorate photo 
Governor of Farwaniya Sheikh Athbi Nasser Al-Athbi Al-
Sabah receives Director of Security for Farwaniya Gov-
ernorate Brigadier General Mohammad Eid Al-Ghasab in 

his office.
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Integrated committees ready

Farwaniya Governor and Al-Rehab 
Board review cooperative services

Kuwait Awqaf Minister confirms 
Hajj mission arrival in holy lands
KUWAIT CITY, May 11, (KUNA): 
Minister of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs 
Dr. Mohammad 
Al-Wasmi con-
fi rmed Monday 
the arrival of 
Kuwait’s Hajj 
mission members 
in the holy lands 
to serve Kuwaiti 
pilgrims.

Al-Wasmi 
told KUNA that 
the delegation 
includes most 
committees and teams participating 
in the mission, representing the min-
istries of Health, Information, Inte-
rior and Foreign Affairs, alongside 
the Kuwait Fire Force, Kuwait Red 
Crescent Society, Public Authority 

for Food and Nutrition and Public 
Authority for Youth.

He said the committees began 
preparations immediately upon ar-
rival to complete arrangements for 
Kuwaiti pilgrims expected to arrive 
before the start of Hajj rituals for the 
1447 Hijri season.

Al-Wasmi added that the mission’s 
organizational structure defi nes the 
responsibilities of all committees 
and teams, including providing reli-
gious guidance, answering pilgrims’ 
inquiries and participating in mis-
sion activities.

He noted that awareness lectures 
and educational seminars will be de-
livered to mission members, along-
side orientation meetings for Hajj 
campaign guides and the Arafat Day 
sermon.

KUWAIT CITY, May 11: Farwaniya 
Governor Sheikh Athbi Nasser Al-
Athbi Al-Sabah had a meeting with 
Chairman of the Board of Directors 
of Al-Rehab Cooperative Society 
Marzouq Al-Mutairi at his offi ce in 
the headquarters of the governorate 
on Sunday.

Al-Mutairi was accompanied by 
General Manager of the cooperative 

Mubarak Fallah Al-Murshid and Dep-
uty General Manager Bader Mubarak 
Al-Khanfour. During the meeting, 
Sheikh Athbi Nasser emphasized the 
important role that cooperative societ-
ies play in supporting the service sector 
and enhancing community engage-
ment, while praising the efforts Al-
Rehab Cooperative Society in serving 
the residents of the area.

Farwaniya Governorate photo
Farwaniya Governor receives Al-Rehab Cooperative delegation during a 

meeting at the governorate headquarters.

Ministerial decree strengthens society framework

Al-Huwailah approves new Al-Sadu Cooperative bylaws
By Fares Ghaleb

Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, May 11: Minister 
of Social, Family and Childhood 
Affairs Dr. Amthal Al-Huwailah 
issued a ministerial decree on the 
publication of amendments to the 
bylaws of Al-Sadu Cooperative 
Craft Society.

The amended Article 25 stipulates 
that “the Board of Directors may ap-
point subcommittees and program 
managers to carry out specific tasks 

assigned to them, provided that the 
board determines their powers, re-
sponsibilities, 
term of office 
and remunera-
tion. The Board 
of Directors 
may also partici-
pate in local and 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
exhibitions, and 
special rewards 
for participation 
will be deter-

mined after the board selected the 
participants and the value of the re-
ward.”

The amendment also states that 
“members of the society may sup-
ply their handicrafts to the shop 
of the society and participate in 
its local and international training 
programs.”

The society may establish a train-
ing institute for traditional crafts and 
provide consultations in the fields of 
handicrafts and heritage. 

It has the right to establish a wool 

production factory to provide the raw 
materials for the traditional weaving 
industry to reduce reliance on im-
ports and support the local economy. 
This will help provide high-quality 
raw materials for artisans, increase 
their income, create sources of in-
come, and achieve self-sufficiency. 

Chapter Four of the bylaws is 
added stating that “the society 
has the right to purchase selected 
handicrafts produced by female ar-
tisans for sale in its shop or retail 
outlets.”

Other Voices

The day when half of my dreams came true
By Ahmad alsarraf

My colleague, Abdul Latif Al-Duaij, has pub-
lished a collection of his articles titled “Bat-

tles of the Pen,” which summarizes the central 
themes of most of his articles.

I had previously shared some of his “battles,” one 
of which was the “Commission for the Promotion of 
Virtue and the Prevention of Vice,” an organization 
whose establishment was put forward by MPs affi li-
ated with Salafi st and Muslim Brotherhood groups.

At the time, we succeeded in preventing the pro-
posal from being adopted.

Over the years, we agreed on many issues and 
topics, both before and after that period, and we 
both experienced the pressures of censorship. 
While our articles sometimes overlapped in sub-
ject matter, they more often differed in focus.

My concern was more directed toward confront-
ing religious extremism and exposing the corrup-
tion within certain charitable organizations.

I succeeded in achieving half of what I had 
fought for. We were able to curb the corruption 
of some of these charitable organizations, whose 
large number raised questions about the motives 
behind their establishment.

The Minister of Social Affairs, in her capacity as 
the offi cial responsible for charitable work, stated 
that the ministry is working to build a reliable and 
leading charitable sector by preventing the misuse 
of donations. This will be achieved through stron-
ger regulation and oversight of charitable organi-
zations, encouraging them to focus their activities 

and funding within Kuwait, and localizing chari-
table work to ensure donations are not exploited 
for personal or partisan interests.

The ministry also aims to 
regulate fundraising activities 
exclusively through offi cial 
and publicly announced plat-
forms. These measures have 
been implemented through a 
series of organized ministerial 
and administrative decisions.

The ministry and its staff 
deserve appreciation for 
their commendable efforts 
in regulating and localizing 
charitable work.

However, it must be ac-
knowledged that until a few months ago, things 
were out of control, particularly with regard to 
fundraising for charitable projects abroad.

Through a number of articles and interviews, we 
have repeatedly highlighted the lack of oversight 
over funds collected for external projects. Despite 
the ministry’s repeated assurances that such funds 
were disbursed under the supervision of the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs, this has never been the case. The 
ministry’s role was primarily confi ned to approving 
the transfer of funds, without direct monitoring of 
how or where the donations were spent.

Therefore, we continued to warn against the 
intense activity of certain organizations and their 
suspicious drive to collect donations for projects 
both inside and outside the country. This was car-

ried out through hundreds of donation appeals for 
dozens of projects that fl ooded social media.

Within an hour of presenting the matter to a 
senior offi cial and outlining the serious fl aws in 
these questionable activities, a decision was taken 
to immediately ban them.

As a result, the advertisements disappeared 
from social media platforms and public spaces, 
leaving only offi cially authorized campaigns.

We had previously succeeded in stopping the trans-
fer of $13 million intended for the construction of a 
children’s hospital in Gaza, funds which would un-
doubtedly have vanished, just as hundreds of millions 
of other dollars had disappeared in similar cases. I 
also recall fundraising campaigns that were presented 
as efforts to fi nance the sending of preachers abroad. 
We had proved how the entire process was often a 
scam, as no preacher was ever sent.

Charitable work had long been a secretive af-
fair, with no one knowing what was happening 
inside.  The government’s recent decisions have 
succeeded in shedding light to the dark corners, 
so that for the fi rst time in 75 years, we now know 
what is happening within them.

I would like to extend thanks to those who lis-
tened to and acted upon these warnings, prevented 
this negligence, and contributed to achieving half 
of our dreams. We await the realization of the 
other half, which is the banning of certain other 
associations.

❑     ❑     ❑

email: a.alsarraf@alqabas.com.kw

alsarraf

MPW steps up 
road upgrades

Phase one to add 3,600 MW capacity

Minister urges speed and quality

KAPP tenders feasibility study for 
Nuwaiseeb power and water plant

By Mohammad Ghanem
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, May 11: The 
Ministry of Public Works 
continues its road rehabilita-
tion and maintenance works 
in Mubarak Al 
Kabeer Gover-
norate as part 
of a comprehen-
sive plan aimed 
at developing 
the road net-
work and rais-
ing infrastruc-
ture efficiency 
in the country in order to im-
prove services and traffic flow.

In a press statement, Minis-
ter of Public Works Dr. Noura 
Al-Mashaan emphasized the im-
portance of completing the work 
according to the highest quality 
standards and expediting the pace 
of implementation.  

She disclosed that the current main-
tenance projects include main and in-
ternal roads under the new contracts for 
road development in various governor-
ates.

She affirmed that field teams are 
continuing to carry out scraping, re-

paving and technical repairs, in addi-
tion to asphalt paving on main roads 
in several areas of the governorate, 
as per the timetable and a monitoring 
plan. 

She explained that the goal is to 
address deterioration issues and im-
prove road efficiency, thereby, en-
suring the safety of road users and 
reducing breakdowns and traffic 
problems.

She added that the ministry is in-
tensifying fi eld efforts to ensure rapid 
completion and minimize traffi c disrup-
tions. 

She stressed that these major main-
tenance projects are part of a compre-
hensive development vision to improve 
infrastructure and support the develop-
ment plans of the country. 

On the other hand, the Central Agen-
cy for Public Tenders (CAPT), in its 
meeting held on May 6, approved the 
request of the ministry publish the min-
utes of the preliminary meeting for the 
two tenders for removing sand from the 
highways in the southern and northern 
areas. 

It also agreed on extending the closing 
date for the two tenders for two weeks, 
after which the bids will be opened and re-
ferred to the ministry for study and prepa-
ration of the technical recommendation, 
based on which the awarding decision 
will be made to choose the best bid that 
conforms to the specifi cations and require-
ments.

By Mohammad Ghanem
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, May 11: Kuwait Au-
thority for Partnership Projects (KAPP) 
has announced the launching of a tender 
for the appointment of a consultancy 
fi rm to conduct a comprehensive fea-
sibility study on Nuwaiseeb Power and 
Water Desalination Plant (Phase One), 
along with the necessary tender docu-
ments and procedures. 

This tender is scheduled for the third 
quarter of this year. It is included in the 
annual plan for the current fi scal year, 
and based on Article 33 of Public Ten-
ders Law No. 49/2016 and its executive 
regulations issued through Decree No. 
30/2017.

In an announcement published in the 
offi cial gazette, ‘Kuwait Al-Youm’, 

KAPP clarifi ed that the scope of consul-
tancy services includes a comprehen-
sive feasibility study and all the neces-
sary documentation for the Nuwaiseeb 
project. 

This must be done in accordance with 
the provisions of Law No. 39/2010 on 
establishing Kuwaiti shareholding com-
panies to build and operate power and 
water desalination plants, its amend-
ments and executive regulations, and 
the Public-Private Partnership Law and 
its executive regulations. 

It is worth noting that this is consid-
ered one of the future power plants, 
upon which the State relies to increase 
production capacity by around 7,200 
megawatts. 

This will be introduced in two phases 
and the fi rst phase has a production ca-
pacity of 3,600 megawatts.

Dr. Al-Mashaan

Dr. Al-Huwailah

Dr. Al-Wasmi
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Iran is
Trump believed from the outset 

that the Tehran regime was incapa-
ble of escaping its medieval mindset, 
and sought to extend its infl uence 
throughout the Arab region, which it 
views as part of its strategic sphere 
of infl uence.

Iran’s delaying tactics will not 
benefi t it and are unlikely to alter 
the United States’ position. The US 
has chosen not to be bitten twice by 
the same snake, especially since the 
Tehran regime has caused a global 
economic crisis.

Here, we must recall what hap-
pened in the fi nal years of the reign 
of the Shah of Iran, when he at-
tempted to exert pressure on global 
markets by raising oil prices. At that 
time, the United States, France, and 
the United Kingdom had no option 
but to agree on removing him.

Some believed at the time that 
Khomeini’s regime could act as the 
region’s policeman, but the opposite 
occurred. It transformed into a ter-
rorist state, and the magic backfi red.

As a result, the international com-
munity sought to curb the Iranian 
regime’s power without using force.

However, Iran entered into an 
eight-year war with Iraq, which trig-
gered a global economic crisis when 
the price of a barrel of oil soared to 
nearly $40. This resulted in losses 
estimated at around one trillion dol-
lars for the global economy, in addi-
tion to the losses suffered by Iran and 
Iraq, estimated at one trillion and one 
hundred billion dollars at the time.

Undoubtedly, this has contributed 
to numerous regional and interna-
tional crises, the effects of which 
the world continues to suffer today, 
in addition to the losses to the global 
economy resulting from recent war. 
The Iranian regime is betting that the 
recent war could serve as a lifeline, 
but this is unlikely under President 
Trump, who stated that “the war fi le 
is my responsibility, and Iran will 
not receive the funds it received in 
2015.”

In the recent war, the international 
community observed that Iran no 
longer possesses the level of power it 
once used to threaten the world, par-
ticularly after the June war last year, 
which included strikes on nuclear-
related sites.

Therefore, Iran deliberately target-
ed its neighboring countries, because 
it cannot harm the United States and 
Israel. Iran ignored the fact that at-
tacking its neighbors would lead to 
its complete regional isolation and 
exacerbate its internal regime’s cri-
sis.

These factors suggest that the end 
of the war could be interpreted as 
the beginning of a popular uprising 
against the regime. This is why Iran 
is stalling in the negotiations.

Arab world
Qatar condemned the drone at-

tack targeting Kuwait, describing it 
as a blatant violation of Kuwait’s 
sovereignty and a flagrant breach 
of international law, Qatari Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs said in a 
statement on Sunday.

Qatar stressed the need to halt 
unjustified attacks against sisterly 
Arabian Gulf countries, statement 
added.

The Ministry also affirmed Qa-
tar’s full solidarity with Kuwait, 
and its support for all measures it 
may take to safeguard its sover-
eignty and security. 

GCC Secretary General Jasem 
Al-Budaiwi condemned in the 
strongest possible terms the egre-
gious Iranian attacks that targeted 
the United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
and the State of Kuwait.

“Irans treacherous approach 
systematically seeks to destabilise 
the region and undermine regional 
security, constituting a flagrant 
violation of the principles of in-
ternational law, the United Nations 
(UN) Charter, and the principles of 
good neighbourliness,” he said in a 
press statement.

Arab League secretary-general 
on Sunday vehemently condemned 
the attacks targeting the State of 

Kuwait, the United Arab Emirates, 
and the territorial waters of the 
State of Qatar, characterizing them 
as a “flagrant violation” of interna-
tional law.

In an official statement, Ahmad 
Aboul-Gheit affirmed the League’s 
“unwavering solidarity” with the 
Kingdom of Bahrain in its efforts 
to neutralize subversive plots.

The Secretary-General expressed 
his “categorical rejection” of this 
unjustified escalation, warning that 
such provocations threaten to de-
rail ongoing diplomatic mediation 
efforts aimed at achieving a peace-
ful resolution to regional conflicts.

Palestine condemned on Mon-
day the drone attack on Kuwait, 
describing it as a flagrant viola-
tion of international law and an 
unacceptable attack on Kuwait’s 
sovereignty, security, stability, and 
territorial integrity.

In a statement, Palestine’s Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs affirmed 
Palestine’s full solidarity with Ku-
wait and its support for all meas-
ures taken by Kuwait to protect its 
sovereignty and the security of its 
citizens and residents.

Jordan also condemned a drone 
attack targeting Kuwait as a bla-
tant violation of international law 
and the UN Charter, as well as a 
serious infringement on Kuwait’s 
sovereignty, security, stability and 
territorial integrity.

In a press release, the Foreign 
Ministry expressed Jordan’s con-
demnation and rejection of the 
attack, stressing the Kingdom’s 
solidarity with the State of Kuwait 
and its support for all measures it is 
taking to safeguard its sovereignty, 
security and the safety of its peo-
ple.

Kuwait economy
The speakers emphasized that 

the war has had a direct impact 
on energy markets, supply chains, 
trade routes and investor confi-
dence at a time the region is facing 
one of its most sensitive economic 
periods since the COVID-19 pan-
demic, amid escalating geopoliti-
cal uncertainty.

They explained that the war’s 
repercussions have extended to 
disruptions in hydrocarbon produc-
tion, decline in tourism activity, in-
creased financing costs, exchange 
rate volatility and capital flow 
fluctuations. 

Meanwhile, oil futures reflect 
market expectations that prices 
will remain at pre-war levels. 

The speakers pointed out that the 
baseline scenario assumes some of 
the disruptions will be contained 
by mid-year, but downside risks 
remain high, especially if the war 
is prolonged or expanded, which 
could lead to a new wave of oil and 
energy price hikes.

In this context, participants re-
viewed fi gures from the latest World 
Bank Group reports, which indi-

cated that the confl ict caused wide-
spread disruption to energy markets 
and supply chains, with oil prices 
soaring to around $112 per barrel, 
an increase of nearly 60 percent. 

This also led to rising inflation-
ary pressures and decline in the re-
gion’s economic growth prospects. 

Furthermore, the growth of the 
regional economies – excluding 
Iran – is projected to slow down 
from four percent in 2025 to 1.8 
percent in 2026, with growth fore-
casts for the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) countries lowered 
to 3.1 percent. 

Kuwait’s economy is expected to 
decline by 6.4 percent as a result 
of the disruptions to oil exports and 
the closure of the Strait of Hormuz.

Melina confirmed that while 
higher oil prices may provide 
temporary financial support to 
some Gulf economies, the GCC 
countries will also be affected by 
a slowdown in non-oil activities, 
particularly tourism, financial ser-
vices and trade.

He explained that tourism is now 
a major driver of demand in Gulf 
economies as part of their eco-
nomic diversification plans, mak-
ing prolonged regional instability a 
significant factor putting pressure 
on non-oil growth. 

He also warned about the vulner-
ability of Gulf economies to food 
security disruptions due to their 
heavy reliance on food imports.

The seminar highlighted the 
close ties between the economies 
of the MENA and the Gulf states 
through energy, remittances and in-
vestments, which means the effects 
of war can spread rapidly through-
out the region, especially in oil-
importing countries.

Participants pointed out that 
low-income and fragile states will 
be the most affected if the war con-
tinues due to their heavy reliance 
on imports of food, energy and fer-
tilizers when food insecurity rates 
are rising alarmingly. 

The speakers also stressed that 
the current crisis comes at a time 
the fiscal and political maneuver-
ing room is narrower than before, 
due to higher levels of public debt, 
interest payments, and inflation 
compared to the pre-pandemic 
period. This puts governments in 
a difficult position, forcing them 
to choose between supporting 
growth, containing inflation, and 
stabilizing public finances.

Meanwhile, Diop confirmed 
that member economies are fac-
ing inflationary pressures and 
varying degrees of slowdown. He 
explained that uneven shocks and 
structural differences make it diffi-
cult to implement unified policies.

Diop called for strengthening 
regional cooperation, developing 
flexible financing mechanisms, 
and enhancing integration in the 
areas of energy, food and financial 
liquidity. He emphasized that the 
MENA region is a vital area within 
the Islamic Development Bank’s 
membership, necessitating greater 
coordination among regional and 
international financial and devel-
opment institutions.

Fugitive liquor
The court had sentenced the de-

fendant to 10 years in prison with 
hard labor for money laundering, 
in addition to deportation after 
serving the sentence and the con-
fiscation of all funds and proceeds 
obtained from the criminal activ-
ity.

The case began with the un-
covering of an organized criminal 
network that operated illegally, 
selling and trafficking alcoholic 
beverages within Kuwait in viola-
tion of applicable laws and regula-
tions.

Investigations revealed that 
members of the network collected 
proceeds from these activities and 
laundered them, concealing their 
true source through a series of 
complex financial transactions.

The network employed 157 
Asian nationals to carry out 254 
money transfers through 13 local 
exchange companies. The total val-
ue amounted to KD 433,745,875, 
in an attempt to split the funds 
and circumvent financial control 
systems, transferring the money 
to accounts outside Kuwait under 
the guise of “family expenses” to 
conceal their true source.

8,938 jay
He reiterated that traffi c aware-

ness is not just a temporary initia-
tive but a national and humanitarian 
responsibility requiring everyone’s 
cooperation and active participation. 

He thanked all participating enti-
ties and those who contributed to the 
success of the event.

Kuwait witnesses
Trademark renewal requests 

during the final protection year 
reached 6,468, while publication 
of renewals totaled 7,103 transac-
tions. Ownership transfer requests 
reached 1,406, reflecting active 
trademark trading in the local mar-
ket.

Al-Jaidan said the Patents De-
partment recorded 4,798 trans-
actions, generating about KD 
615,800 (around USD 2 million) 
in fees.

She added that the transactions 
included 643 patent applications 
by companies and 70 by individu-
als, alongside 97 patent examina-
tion and publication transactions 
for companies. Patent renewal 
requests accounted for the largest 
share of transactions.

The Industrial Designs Depart-
ment recorded 892 transactions, 
generating KD 6,484 (about USD 
21,000) in fees, she said.

Industrial design filing requests 
reached 507 transactions, while 
examination and publication re-
quests totaled 255. Renewal re-
quests stood at 37, reflecting 
continued protection of industrial 
designs.

Al-Jaidan stressed that the fig-
ures reflect the effectiveness of 
the ministry’s regulatory policies 
and affirmed continued efforts to 
strengthen compliance, awareness 
and inspection measures to protect 
the national economy and boost in-
vestor confidence.

UK remains
In addition, Vice Admiral Ahl-

gren participated in a joint meeting 
with His Excellency Lieutenant 
General Khaled Saad Al-Shraian, 
Chief of Staff of the Kuwait Armed 
Forces; H.E Sheikh Dr Abdullah 
Meshal Al-Sabah, Undersecretary 
Kuwait Ministry of Defence; Ma-
jor General Saif Al-Hamlan, Com-
mander of the Kuwait Naval Force; 
and Brigadier General Sheikh 
Khalifah Al-Sabah, Director of Ar-
mament & Procurement Authority; 
Brigadier General Raed Al-Sakran, 
Assistant Chief of Staff for Opera-
tions and Plans. The discussions 
focused on defence cooperation, 
maritime security, and the impor-
tance of safeguarding freedom 
of navigation, particularly in and 
around the Strait of Hormuz.

A further meeting was held with 
Brigadier General Feras Al-Qattan, 
Commander of Kuwait Air De-
fence. Discussions covered air and 
missile defence cooperation, future 
capability development, and the 
significant contribution the UK 
team alongside other allies has 
made to the Defence of Kuwait. 
Vice Admiral Ahlgren was also 
shown the impressive new purpose 
built facilities for the Air Defence 
Operations Centre.

The visit reflects the deep and 
enduring defence relationship be-
tween the United Kingdom and the 
State of Kuwait. Both sides reaf-
firmed their shared commitment 
to promoting regional security, 
supporting stability, and working 
closely with international partners 
to address common challenges.

Vice Admiral Ahlgren said:
“It was a privilege to visit Ku-

wait and engage with such es-
teemed counterparts. The UK and 
Kuwait share a strong and trusted 
partnership, founded on mutual 
respect and a common interest in 
regional security. Our discussions 
have been constructive and for-
ward-looking, particularly in ad-
dressing the current regional situ-
ation and ensuring the safety and 
security of vital maritime routes.”

Captain Neil Marriott (Royal 
Navy), UK Defence Attaché said:

“In light of the current situation, 
DSAME’s visit reflects the strength 
and continuity of our longstanding 
relationship. The productive en-
gagements throughout the visit re-
affirmed our shared commitment to 
continued cooperation and closer 
collaboration moving forward.”

The British Embassy in Kuwait 
reiterates the United Kingdom’s 
continued support for efforts to 
maintain stability in the region and 
its commitment to working closely 
with Kuwait and partners across 
the Middle East and North Africa.

Qudsi Rasheed, British Ambassa-
dor to the State of Kuwait says: “The 
UK remains committed to support-
ing Kuwait’s security and defensive 
capabilities. The deployment of UK 
personnel, equipment and defensive 
assets refl ects our long-standing 
defence partnership and our shared 
commitment to protecting Kuwait 
and all those who live here. During 
our visit with Vice Admiral Edward 
Ahlgren to Kuwait’s Air Defence 
Headquarters, we saw fi rst-hand 

the professionalism and impressive 
capabilities of the Kuwaiti Armed 
Forces, as well as the close coop-
eration between British and Kuwaiti 
teams. Our partnership is focused 
not only on addressing current chal-
lenges, but also on supporting Ku-
wait’s long-term defense capabilities 
for the future.”

Strong Kuwait–Algeria ties rooted in shared history: envoy

Algeria honors past, looks to expand cooperation with Kuwait
By Fares Ghaleb

Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, May 11: Algerian Ambassador to Ku-
wait Omar Belhadj stated that Algerian President Abdel-
madjid Tebboune offi cially recognized the National Re-
membrance Day to commemorate the sacrifi ce of more 
than 45,000 martyrs who died while demanding freedom 
and independence.

This is in remembrance of the massacres on May 8, 
1945, perpetrated by French colonialism against Algerian 
civilians in the cities of Setif, Guelma and Kherrata.

In a press statement on the sidelines of the commemo-
ration, Belhadj pointed out that Algeria is celebrating the 
81st anniversary this year under the slogan, “People Who 
Sacrifi ced ... and Triumphed,” affi rming its commitment 
to honor the sacrifi ce of the martyrs.

He emphasized that Algerian-Kuwaiti relations are 
strong and distinguished by their deep historical roots, 
reinforced by fi rm ties dating back to the Algerian War 
of Independence, which enjoyed offi cial and popular 
support from Kuwait. “This support laid the foundation 
for relations based on mutual respect, shared understand-
ing, and fruitful cooperation in various fi elds, along with 
continuous consultation and close coordination on re-
gional and international issues of common interest,” he 
disclosed.

He added that the distinguished fraternal relations be-
tween His Highness the Amir of Kuwait Sheikh Meshal 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and the Algerian President 
refl ect the strength of the ties between the two countries. 
He cited His Highness the Amir’s participation, when he 
was Crown Prince, in the Arab Summit hosted by Alge-

ria, which contributed signifi cantly to the success of the 
summit.

He confi rmed the ongoing consultation and coordina-
tion between the two countries on various bilateral issues, 
as well as Arab, Islamic, regional and international mat-
ters of mutual interest.

He said the Algerian president, from the very begin-
ning of the recent crisis, initiated contact with his Arab 

brothers and counterparts, including a call to His High-
ness the Amir, expressing Algeria’s full solidarity with 
Kuwait in the face of all threats to its security and stabil-
ity and supporting all efforts aimed at establishing peace 
and security in a way that preserves the interests and 
well-being of the brotherly Kuwaiti people.

He pointed out that in 2022, the Algerian authori-
ties named the fountain opposite the Gulf Bank Alge-

ria branch in the Algiers district after HH the late Amir 
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad, in recognition of his stature and 
signifi cant role in strengthening bilateral relations.

Regarding the work of the joint committee between the 
two countries, he affi rmed that Algeria is coordinating 
with the Kuwaiti Ministry of Foreign Affairs to hold the 
committee meeting this year and fi nalize the agreements 
slated for signing.  He said these agreements are related 
to encouraging direct investment, developing exports, 
and cooperation in social affairs, in addition to several 
other agreements still under consideration.

He revealed that discussions are underway to launch a 
direct air route between Algeria and Kuwait, expressing 
his hope that the project will come to fruition this year. He 
stated this will be achieved through cooperation between 
the Algerian National Civil Aviation Agency and the Pub-
lic Authority of Civil Aviation (PACA) in Kuwait, along 
with efforts to update the provisions of the air transport 
agreement signed between the two countries in 2008.

He asserted that operating a direct route between the 
two countries will boost the Kuwaiti investments in Alge-
ria. “It will contribute to revitalizing trade and facilitating 
the export of high-quality Algerian agricultural products 
to the Kuwaiti market to support the efforts of Kuwait to 
achieve food security,” he added.

He confi rmed that the Algerian Embassy in Kuwait is 
committed to facilitating visa issuance for Kuwaiti citi-
zens, indicating that the number of Kuwaitis visiting Al-
geria is increasing annually.

He stressed that the Algerian community residing in Ku-
wait, more than 2,000, is a distinguished community that 
actively supports the development process of Kuwait.

The Algerian ambassador is pictured with several embassy staff members and journalists during the commemora-
tion of National Remembrance Day.

Continued from Page 1
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US president first state visit to China since re-election

Xi and Trump to discuss bilateral relations, world peace and development: Guo
BEIJING, May 11, (Xinhua): Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping and US 
President Donald Trump will have 
an in-depth exchange of views on 
major issues concerning China-US 
relations and world peace and de-
velopment, Chinese foreign ministry 
spokesperson Guo Jiakun said on 
Monday.

Guo made the remarks at a regu-
lar news briefi ng when asked about 
Trump’s upcoming state visit to Chi-
na, scheduled from May 13 to 15, 
which will be the fi rst visit to China 
by a US president in nine years.

Xi and Trump met last time in Oc-
tober 2025 in Busan, the Republic 
of Korea. Head-of-state diplomacy 
plays an irreplaceable strategic guid-
ing role in China-US relations, he 
said.

China is willing to work with the 
United States in the spirit of equal-
ity, respect, and mutual benefi t to 
expand cooperation, manage differ-
ences, and inject more stability and 
certainty into a turbulent and chang-
ing world, Guo said

The Chinese capital will soon be-
come the setting for one of the most 
closely watched, high-stakes diplo-
matic encounters of the year, as the 
leaders of the world’s two largest 
economies prepare to meet face-to-
face.

This will be Trump’s fi rst state vis-
it to China since his re-election, and 
the second time Xi has hosted him in 
the country -- their last such meet-

ing in the country took place nearly 
a decade ago.

Against the backdrop of a complex 
international landscape and shared 
global challenges, expectations are 
running high: How can President Xi 
and President Trump manage differ-
ences between the two sides? How 
can they navigate the world’s most 
consequential bilateral relationship?

“You and I are at the helm of 
China-US relations,” Xi told Trump 
during their latest vis-a-vis talks held 
in Busan, South Korea, in October 
2025. Lasting more than 100 min-
utes, the meeting marked another 
moment of direct engagement be-
tween the two leaders as they sought 
to steer China-US relations through 
uncertainty.

Using a maritime metaphor that 
has become a recurring theme in his 
remarks, Xi asked the US president 
to help keep the “giant ship” of bi-
lateral ties sailing steadily forward.

Over the years, head-of-state di-
plomacy has anchored China-US re-
lations, serving as a stabilizing force 
amid shifting global currents. Since 
Trump’s re-election, Xi has spoken 
with him by phone fi ve times, main-
taining close communication on ties 
and global hotspot issues.

The two presidents fi rst met in 
2017, a year marked by an exchange 
of state visits that set the tone for 
their interactions. In April that year, 
Xi and his wife, Peng Liyuan, visited 
Trump’s Mar-a-Lago estate in the 

US state of Florida, where the two 
presidents dined together and Xi met 
Trump’s family, including his grand-
children.

It was during that visit that Xi 
delivered a line often recalled in 
discussions of bilateral ties: “There 
are a thousand reasons to make the 
China-US relationship a success, but 
not a single reason to break it.”

Several months later, in Novem-
ber, Trump traveled to Beijing, 
where Xi hosted him during a series 
of special events. The two leaders 
and their spouses toured the Forbid-

den City along its central axis, vis-
iting the Hall of Supreme Harmony, 
the Hall of Central Harmony and the 
Hall of Preserving Harmony -- an 
experience imbued with the Chinese 
cultural ideal of “harmony” refl ected 
in the names of the three grand halls.

Walking inside the ancient royal 
palace, Xi told Trump that China’s 
history can be traced back more than 
5,000 years, or even earlier, and its 
culture has been passed down in an 
unbroken continuum.

During a chat over tea on that trip, 
Trump showed Xi a video of his 

granddaughter, Arabella Kushner, 
singing and reciting classical poems 
in Mandarin. Xi said her perfor-
mance deserved an A-plus. The clip 
quickly resonated with Chinese neti-
zens and went viral online.

Those early exchanges were wide-
ly seen as helping to build a personal 
rapport between the two leaders, of-
fering a channel to understand each 
other, manage differences and pre-
vent the relationship from sliding 
into outright confrontation. “I have 
a lot of respect for President Xi,” 
Trump has often said.

The past years have seen Xi’s 
meetings with US leaders using this 
approach -- from the Mar-a-Lago 
summit and the Yingtai evening talks 
in the Zhongnanhai compound to the 
long conversation by China’s West 
Lake -- often remembered as defi n-
ing moments in bilateral ties.

The upcoming meeting is expect-
ed to continue the tradition of high-
level engagement. “The real signifi -
cance of this meeting may not lie in 
any grand deal,” said Denis Simon, 
a senior fellow at the Quincy Insti-
tute. “Instead, it will test whether the 
United States and China can estab-
lish an equilibrium.”

Earlier this year, on Feb. 4 -- “Lic-
hun,” the traditional Chinese marker 
for the beginning of spring -- Xi 
spoke with Trump by phone for the 
fi rst time in 2026, returning to the 
metaphor that has come to defi ne his 
messages on bilateral ties.

“In the year ahead,” Xi said, “I 
look forward to working with you to 
steer the giant ship of China-US rela-
tions through winds and waves, keep 
it on a steady course, and achieve 
more major and positive outcomes.”

In recent years, China-U.S. rela-
tions have experienced twists and 
turns. Some observers fear that Chi-
na and the United States may repeat 
the historical pattern of major-power 
rivalry known as the “Thucydides 
Trap.” Yet, Xi has rejected this no-
tion: “There is no such thing as a 
‘Thucydides Trap’ in the world. But 
repeated strategic miscalculations 
between major countries could cre-
ate one for themselves.”

Avoiding such miscalculations, 
therefore, has become a critical task 
for China and the United States, 
which requires both sides to engage 
in candid dialogue on several key is-
sues.

Foremost is the Taiwan question. 
President Xi has repeatedly and un-
equivocally conveyed China’s fun-
damental stance to the US side. In 
the Feb. 4 phone conversation with 
Trump, Xi once again stressed that 
the Taiwan question is the most im-
portant and sensitive issue in China-
US relations, urging the US side to 
handle arms sales to Taiwan with 
utmost prudence.

Trade is another critical issue. In 
the face of unilateral US tariff offen-
sives, China, under Xi’s leadership, 
has taken resolute countermeasures.

Voter confusion, headaches for election officials
follow hasty GOP push to redraw US House seats
BATON ROUGE, La., May 11, (AP): 
Thousands of Louisiana voters have 
already cast early ballots for congres-
sional candidates in what soon could 
be the wrong districts. Alabama’s pri-
maries are a week away, but the state 
could force a do-over for voting on US 
House races. A new congressional map 
in Tennessee upended races that had 
been underway for months.

Republicans’ rush to gerrymander con-
gressional districts across several South-
ern states after a US Supreme Court rul-
ing hollowed out the Voting Rights Act 
is confusing voters and creating logistical 
headaches for local election offi cials. The 
changes are hitting while primary season 
is in progress.

The chaotic upheaval to an election 
season that could determine which par-
ty controls the US House is the latest 
fallout from an intensely partisan ger-
rymandering battle initiated by Presi-
dent Donald Trump last year to protect 
Republicans’ slim majority.

The Supreme Court’s decision last 
month severely weakening the Vot-
ing Rights Act required Louisiana to 
reconsider a map drawn in 2024 with 
two majority minority congressional 
districts that elected Black representa-
tives. The GOP-controlled Legislature 
could eliminate one or both in a state 

where roughly 30% of the population 
is Black.

The ruling also encouraged Repub-
licans in Alabama, Mississippi, South 
Carolina and Tennessee to consider 
eliminating four Democratic districts 
among them, three represented by 
Black lawmakers. Florida has a new 
map meant to cost Democrats four of 
their eight seats, out of 28.

In Louisiana, 66-year-old New 
Orleans resident Sallie Davis voted 
early last week. Her ballot allowed 
her to vote for Democratic US Rep 
Troy Carter, but a sign at her polling 
booth showed his race crossed off 
with a ballpoint pen. She was con-
fused and frustrated - especially when 
a poll worker told her to go with what 
the sign seemed to convey. She’s now 
worried that her entire ballot will not 
be counted.

“I was supposed to believe a piece 
of paper with an X on it marking out 
the person I wanted to vote for,” she 
said, her voice breaking as she re-
counted her experience later. “I think I 
have been disenfranchised. I think my 
vote, that I just voted on, it’s not go-
ing to count or something. I think it’s 
illegal.”

Louisiana’s primary is on Saturday, 
and a week of early voting there began 

May 2, two days after the Republican 
governor declared an emergency and sus-
pended congressional primaries to give 
lawmakers a chance to draw a new map.

Republican Secretary of State Nan-
cy Landry’s offi ce said nearly 179,000 
primary ballots had been cast as of 
Friday, including about 53,000 absen-
tee ballots returned by mail. She said 
the ballots included U.S. House races, 
but votes in those contests won’t be 
counted.

In Alabama, South Carolina and 
Tennessee, Republicans justifi ed pur-
suing new maps by saying that elect-
ing more Republicans would better re-
fl ect their states’ conservative values. 
Alabama lawmakers passed legislation 
Friday allowing a do-over of congres-
sional primaries.

Alabama’s primary is May 19, and 
voting in congressional races will oc-
cur then as planned, but with the old 
districts. Those votes would end up not 
counting if a court allows the switch to 
different districts.

Mississippi held its primaries in 
March, but a federal court has ordered 
it to redraw its state Supreme Court 
districts, and Trump is pushing Repub-
licans to redraw the state’s four con-
gressional districts.

A special session of its Legislature 

is set for May 20. Renovations of the 
House chamber will force members to 
meet at the Old State Capitol, where, 
decades ago, Mississippi lawmakers 
passed Jim Crow laws suppressing 
Black voting.

“Modern-day voter suppression re-
lies on election administration errors 
and chaos, and that’s what we’re going 
to see play out in all of these states,” 
said Amir Badat, a Jackson, Mississip-
pi, voting rights attorney and activist.

Tennessee was the fi rst state to enact a 
new map since the U.S. Supreme Court 
decision, but Trump’s push for redistrict-
ing started in Texas last year. Democrats 
countered in California and tried but ran 
afoul of the courts in Virginia.

Before Tennessee’s GOP-controlled 
Legislature passed a new map last 
week, the state’s elections coordinator 
told county offi cials in a memo what 
that would mean: reprogramming elec-
tion systems, retraining poll workers 
and possibly adjusting precinct bound-
aries, meaning some voters’ polling 
places could change.

Tennessee’s congressional primaries 
still will be held Aug. 6 as planned, and 
candidates have until Friday to qualify 
for the ballot. Those who qualifi ed pre-
viously will get a pass if they can run 
in a new district with the same number.

PM fights calls for ouster

Russia, Ukraine accuse each other 
of violating US-brokered 3-day truce

Starmer pledges to bring Britain closer to EU
LONDON, May 11, (AP): Prime 
Minister Keir Starmer pledged Mon-
day to prove the “doubters” in his 
own party and among the electorate 
as a whole wrong as he tries to fi ght 
off demands to step down after dev-
astating local election results for his 
Labour Party.

Starmer argued that he will “face 
up to the big challenges” and restore 
“hope” to the country. That includes 
getting closer to the European Union 
and “putting Britain at the heart of 
Europe,” a decade after the UK vot-
ed to leave the EU.

“I know I have my doubters and 
I know I need to prove them wrong, 
and I will,” Starmer said during a 
speech in London. He vowed to 
prove to millions of people “tired 
of a status quo that has failed them” 
that the government is on their side.

He said Labour is in “a battle for 
the soul of our nation,” and the U.K. 
will go down “a dark path” if Re-
form UK, the anti-immigration party 
led by Nigel Farage, comes to power.

But Starmer’s position is fragile, 
with dozens of lawmakers calling 
for him to announce a date for his 
departure.

Former Deputy Prime Minister 
Angela Rayner, a powerful law-
maker often seen as a potential chal-
lenger, said “what we are doing isn’t 

working, and it needs to change.”
Rayner did not explicitly call for 

Starmer to quit, but accused him of 
presiding over “a toxic culture of 
cronyism” and said the government 
must “stay true to labor and social 
democratic values” and ease the cost 
of living for working people.

“This may be our last chance,” 
Rayner said in a statement on Sun-

day.
Labour has been plunged into gloom 

by heavy losses last week in local elec-
tions across England and legislative 
votes in Scotland and Wales. The elec-
tions have been interpreted as an unof-
fi cial referendum on Starmer, whose 
popularity has plummeted since he 
swept to power in a landslide less than 
two years ago.

His government has struggled to 
deliver promised economic growth, 
repair tattered public services and 
ease the cost of living, and been 
hamstrung by repeated missteps and 
policy U-turns on issues including 
welfare reform. He has been further 
hurt by his disastrous decision to ap-
point Peter Mandelson, a scandal-
tarnished friend of Jeffrey Epstein, 
as Britain’s ambassador to Washing-
ton.

Last week’s elections saw Labour 
squeezed from both right and left, 
losing votes to both Reform UK and 
the “eco-populist” Green Party. It 
refl ects the increasing fragmentation 
of British politics, long dominated 
by Labour and the Conservatives.

Starmer hopes to regain momen-
tum with Monday’s speech and an 
ambitious set of legislative plans to 
be set out in a speech Wednesday by 
King Charles III at the State Opening 
of Parliament.

KYIV, May 11, (AP): A US brokered 
ceasefi re between Russia and Ukraine 
was due to expire on Monday with both 
sides accusing each other of breaching 
the 72-hour arrangement, as American 
and European offi cials considered how 
they might steer the warring countries 
into further talks.

Ukrainian authorities said Monday 
that Russian drones, bombs and artil-
lery shelling struck civilian areas of 
the northeastern Kharkiv and southern 
Kherson regions, killing at least two 
people and wounding seven others.

Russia’s Defense Ministry on Sun-
day accused Kyiv of committing 
more than 1,000 ceasefi re violations, 
state media reported. Similar cease-
fi res announced since Russia invaded 
its neighbor more than four years ago 
have also failed to stop the fi ghting, 
and US-led diplomatic efforts over the 
past year have come to nothing.

The Washington-based Institute 
for the Study of War said data from 
NASA observations indicated mili-
tary activities decreased but did not 
stop after Trump announced last Fri-
day that Russian President Vladimir 
Putin and Ukrainian leader Volody-
myr Zelenskyy had accepted his re-
quest for a ceasefi re running Satur-

day through Monday. The move was 
meant to mark Victory Day, the Rus-
sian celebration marking the defeat 
of Nazi Germany.

The ISW noted late Sunday that 
“ceasefi res without explicit enforce-
ment mechanisms, credible monitor-
ing, and defi ned dispute resolution 

processes are unlikely to hold.”
Trump had said there would also 

be an exchange of prisoners, declar-
ing that the break in fi ghting could 
be the “beginning of the end” of the 
war. Zelenskyy said the exchange of 
1,000 prisoners from each side is be-
ing prepared.

In this photo provided by the Ukrainian Emergency Service, a forest fire burning in the exclusion zone around the 
Chernobyl nuclear power plant, Ukraine on May 8. (AP)

Int’l envoy for Bosnia to step down: Christian 
Schmidt, the latest envoy tasked with overseeing the 
ongoing peace implementation in Bosnia following 
the Balkans war in the 1990s, is 
stepping down, his office said on 
Monday. 

Schmidt has “taken the personal 
decision to conclude his service” as 
the High Representative for Bosnia 
and Herzegovina after nearly five 
years, a statement said. The Ger-
man diplomat will stay on until a 
new envoy is chosen in to replace 
him, it added. 

Schmidt has repeatedly 
clashed with the Bosnian Serb 
leader Milorad Dodik, the main politician in the Serb-
run half of Bosnia called Republika Srpska. Authori-
ties last August removed Dodik from the post of the 
president and temporarily banned him from politics 

for disobeying Schmidt’s decisions. (Xinhua)
❑     ❑     ❑

4  bodies recovered from Croatia rivers: Croatian 
police on Sunday reported the recovery of four male 
bodies from the Kupa and Mreznica rivers in Karlo-
vac County, central Croatia, on Saturday afternoon.

The Karlovac Police Administration said inves-
tigations and autopsies are underway to determine 
the identities of the deceased and the exact causes of 
death. The discovery sites are located in the border 
region between Croatia and Slovenia.

According to a police statement, the first body was 
spotted by a citizen shortly after noon on Saturday in 
the Kupa River near Sracak. Members of the Croatian 
Mountain Rescue Service (HGSS), assisted by local 
police, recovered the unidentified man.

Later that afternoon, acting on information from 
Slovenian police regarding two more bodies in the 
Kupa River at Gornje Prilisce, officers from Duga 
Resa and Slovenian firefighters conducted a joint op-
eration to retrieve the two unidentified men from the 
water. (Xinhua)

Britain’s Prime Minister Sir Keir 
Starmer speaks to Labour Party 
members at Kingsdown Methodist 
Church Hall, in Ealing, west Lon-
don on May 8, a day after the local 

elections. (AP)

US President Donald Trump, (left), and Chinese President Xi Jinping shake 
hands before their meeting at Gimhae International Airport in Busan, South 

Korea on Oct 30, 2025. (AP)

Europe

US Sen Charlane Oliver, D-Nashville, holds a banner and protests atop her 
desk on the Senate floor during a special session of the state legislature to 
redraw U.S. Congressional voting maps on May 7, in Nashville, Tenn. (AP)

Schmidt

Ukraine’s Foreign Minister Andrii Sybiha, right, arrives for a meeting of EU 
foreign ministers at the European Council building in Brussels on May 11. 

(AP)
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Soldier killed in truck crash after Balikatan exercises

Philippine VP Duterte impeached by lawmakers over suspected wealth and threats
MANILA, Philippines, May 11, 
(Agencies): An overwhelming ma-
jority of the House of Representa-
tives of the Philippines voted to im-
peach Vice President Sara Duterte 
on Monday over alleged unexplained 
wealth and threats to have the presi-
dent assassinated, as the rift between 
the two top officials escalated.

The House, which is dominated by 
President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.’s al-
lies, voted 255-26 with nine absten-
tions. The two impeachment com-
plaints against Duterte, which will 
now be elevated to the Senate for a 
trial, mark an initial setback to her 
plan to seek the presidency in 2028.

The vice president, who is the 
daughter of former president Rodrigo 
Duterte, has generally denied any 
wrongdoing without answering the 
criminal allegations against her in de-
tail.

She has repeatedly accused Mar-
cos, his wife and his cousin, former 

House Speaker Martin Romualdez, 
of corruption, weak leadership and 
attempting to muzzle her because of 
speculation she may seek the presi-
dency in 2028 when Marcos’ six-
year term ends.

Last year, she was also impeached 
by the House but survived by success-
fully petitioning the Supreme Court to 
declare the impeachment bid unconsti-
tutional on a technicality.

Rep. Gerville Luistro, who heads 
the House Justice Committee, said 
the impeachment complaints in-
cluded several criminal allegations, 
like huge bank transactions over the 
years that Duterte has not declared as 
required by law and misuse of con-
fidential funds of her office as vice 
president and as education secretary, 
a post she once held under Marcos.

Luistro also cited threats made by 
the vice president during an online 
news conference in 2024 to have 
Marcos, his wife and Romualdez 

killed by an assassin if she herself 
was assassinated, as their political 
disputes escalated. The vice presi-

dent then warned that her threat 
wasn’t a joke.

She later said she wasn’t threaten-

ing him but was expressing concern 
for her own safety. Her threatening 
remarks set off a criminal investiga-
tion and national security concerns.

Duterte’s lawyers questioned an 
initial finding by the House Justice 
Committee that there was ground to 
impeach the vice president, saying 
last month that the committee pro-
ceedings “departed from the consti-
tutional design.”

Duterte’s husband, Manases 
Carpio, has filed criminal com-
plaints against Luistro and other 
legislators and officials after gov-
ernment records of the couple’s 
bank transactions were made pub-
lic in a recent House hearing. They 
said that violated the country’s 
bank secrecy law.

Former president Duterte is de-
tained by and facing trial before 
the International Criminal Court in 
the Netherlands for alleged crimes 
against humanity. The charges stem 

from the deadly anti-drugs crack-
downs he oversaw while in office.

The vice president remains popu-
lar, based on independent surveys. 
Sara Duterte and President Marcos 
were running mates in a whirlwind 
alliance in the 2022 election but have 
since had a bitter falling out.

Also:
MANILA: A Philippine Army soldier 
was killed, and several others were 
injured after a military truck crashed 
along a highway in Pangasinan 
province, north of Manila, on Friday 
afternoon, police and military said 
on Sunday.

Philippine Army spokesperson 
Colonel Louie Dema-ala confirmed 
the incident, which occurred around 
2 p.m. local time, saying the truck 
was returning to a military camp in 
Tarlac province after participating 
in the annual Balikatan joint military 
exercises when one of its tires burst.

Members of the House of Representatives vote to impeach Vice President 
Sara Duterte in Quezon city, Philippines on May 11. (AP)

Thai ex-PM Thaksin released from prison
after serving 8 months for abuse of power

El Faro says assets frozen in retaliation
for reporting on El Salvador’s Bukele

BANGKOK, May 11, (AP): Thai-
land ’s former prime minister Thak-
sin Shinawatra, whose 21st-century 
political odyssey sharply divided 
Thai society for decades, was re-
leased from a Bangkok prison on 
Monday after serving eight months 
of a one-year sentence for a corrup-
tion-related charge.

A crowd of about 300 support-
ers and political allies gathered out-
side the Klong Prem Central Prison 
to greet the 76-year-old billionaire 
populist.

Thaksin was a telecommunica-
tions magnate who founded his own 
political party in 1998 and served 
as prime minister from 2001 until 
a military coup ousted him in 2006 
while he was abroad. His ouster 
triggered nearly two decades of 
deep and sometimes violent politi-
cal polarization, while his political 
machine staged several comebacks 
even as Thaksin himself stayed in 
self-imposed exile to escape what 
he said was political persecution 
through the courts.

His three children, including 

former prime minister Paetongtarn 
Shinawatra, and other family mem-
bers also arrived early to welcome 
him.

Thaksin emerged from the prison 
gate in a white polo shirt and blue 

pants and was embraced by his fam-
ily. He smiled brightly as he walked 
around to greet his supporters who 
chanted “we love Thaksin,” and gave 
red roses to him. He then left without 
speaking to reporters.

MEXICO CITY, May 11, (AP): Sal-
vadoran investigative outlet El Faro 
announced  that two of its members’ 
assets, including a bank account and 
property, were frozen, in what it de-
nounced as an escalation of political 
persecution for its work exposing 
corruption in the government of 
President Nayib Bukele.

“It’s another level of attack against 
us with a clear purpose,” El Faro 
Director Carlos Dada said in a news 
conference. “These are not fiscal 
measures. They are political mea-
sures trying to silence us.”

El Faro has publicly sparred with 
Bukele over its investigations into 
corruption during his administration, 
including revelations that his admin-
istration negotiated with gangs. The 
latest move comes shortly after the 
outlet released a documentary with 
PBS Frontline about the gang nego-
tiations.

Bukele, who rose to power on an 
anti-corruption platform in 2019 as 
the region’s youngest leader, has 
faced increasing criticism from hu-
man rights groups for his crackdown 
on dissent and abuses under a four-
year state of exception that has im-
prisoned more than 91,000 people.

Bukele’s office did not immediate-

ly respond to a request for comment, 
but he has called the outlet’s report-
ing “fake news” in the past.

The outlet learned of the freez-
ing of assets through the bank and 
property registry, according to Dada, 
rather than through formal notifica-
tion from the government.

The outlet has been subject to on-
going audits by Salvadoran authori-

ties since 2020, in which the govern-
ment alleges it has evaded $200,000 
in taxes, which Dada denied.

El Faro journalists have been the 
target of spyware attacks, and Peg-
asus was detected on more than 20 
of its journalists’ iPhones in 2022. 
Its journalists sued NSO Group in 
United States federal court later 
that year.

Former Thailand prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra, (center), walks among 
his supporters following his release on parole from a Bangkok prison in 

Bangkok, Thailand, on May 11. (AP)

President of El Salvador, Nayib Armando Bukele Ortez, listens as Presi-
dent Donald Trump speaks during the National Prayer Breakfast on Feb 5, 

in Washington. (AP)

Severe weather in S.Africa officially 
classified as national disaster

CAPE TOWN, May 11, (Xin-
hua): The South African govern-
ment has officially classified the 
devastating severe weather affect-
ing multiple provinces across the 
country as a national disaster.

In a statement issued on Sat-
urday night, 
the Depart-
ment of Co-
o p e r a t i v e 
Governance 
( D C o G ) 
said that 
since May 4, 
heavy rain-
fall, flood-
ing, thun-
de r s to rms , 
d a m a g i n g 
winds and snowfall have caused 
deaths, infrastructure damage 
and disruptions to essential ser-
vices in the Western Cape, East-
ern Cape, Northern Cape, North 
West, Free State and Mpuma-
langa provinces.

After consultations with vari-
ous state organs and provincial 
disaster management authorities, 
and after assessing the magni-
tude and severity of the severe 
weather, head of the National 

Disaster Management Center 
under DCoG Elias Sithole said, 
“I hereby give notice that I re-
gard this occurrence as a disaster 
and ... classify the disaster as a 
national disaster.”

According to him, the classi-
fication now places the primary 
responsibility for coordinating 
and managing the disaster on the 
national government.

Sithole called on the govern-
ment to further strengthen sup-
port for disaster management 
structures to implement their 
contingency arrangements and 
ensure that measures are put in 
place to enable the national ex-
ecutive to effectively deal with 
the effects of the disaster.

He further recommended that 
national, provincial and munici-
pal governments implement a 
“multisectoral prevention, miti-
gation, relief and rehabilitation 
plan” to address the effects of 
the disaster, while submitting 
progress reports to enable the 
government to monitor response 
initiatives implemented by state 
departments, municipalities, 
non-governmental organizations 
and affected communities.

NAIROI, Kenya, May 11, (AP): 
France is pitching what it says is a 
new model of partnership with Afri-
can countries at a summit that begins 
Monday in Kenya as it completes a 
military withdrawal from West Afri-
can countries that has been widely seen 
as marking declining infl uence on the 
continent.

But Paris is expected to use the two-
day Africa Forward Summit, which 
it is co-hosting, to push a new Africa 
policy that focuses more on English-
speaking countries and offers what it 
calls a “partnership of equals.” Its new 
defense agreement with Kenya marks 
the direction it hopes to go.

France has long maintained a policy 
of economic, political and military 
sway over its former colonies dubbed 
Françafrique, which included keeping 
thousands of troops in the region. But 
after years of criticism from leaders 
and opposition parties in those coun-
tries over what they described as a de-
meaning and heavy-handed approach, 
France has been forced to withdraw 
most of those troops.

The summit - France’s fi rst in an 
English-speaking African country - 
will be attended by more than 30 heads 
of state and government, including 
from Francophone countries. On his 
arrival Sunday, French President Em-
manuel Macron said France may disa-

gree with West African governments 
but “never disagrees with the people.”

Kenya’s newly ratifi ed defense 
agreement with France has been criti-
cized by civil society groups for grant-
ing too much immunity local law to 
French troops, a sensitive issue in a 
country where a similar agreement 
with the United Kingdom has left 
a trail of hard-to-prosecute crimes 
against locals.

At a time when many African na-

tions, particularly in the Sahel region, 
are reducing or expelling foreign mili-
tary presences in what they say is a 
quest to reclaim their sovereignty, 
Kenya is hosting a growing interna-
tional military presence.

The Kenya-France Defense Coop-
eration Agreement was signed on Oct. 
29, 2025, by Kenya’s Defense Minis-
ter Soipan Tuya and French Ambas-
sador to Kenya Arnaud Suquet and 
ratifi ed by parliament on April 8. The 

same month, it also ratifi ed defense 
agreements with countries including 
the Czech Republic, China and Italy.

While defending the defense agree-
ments, parliament defense committee 
chair Nelson Koech said Kenya’s trea-
ties with advanced militaries provide 
training and intelligence-sharing op-
portunities that will make its defense 
stronger.

Koech said the agreements were not 
a “surrender of sovereignty,” adding 
that newer agreements guarantee that 
foreign troops will be tried in Kenya 
in the event of serious crimes such as 
murder.

A month ahead of the summit, a con-
tingent of around 800 French troops ar-
rived in Kenya aboard a navy ship.

The agreement grants visiting 
French forces primary jurisdiction over 
their personnel for on-duty offenses, 
echoing broad legal protections in past 
UK pacts that shielded British soldiers 
from Kenyan courts amid scandals like 
the 2012 murder of a young woman 
named Agnes Wanjiru and the deadly 
2021 Lolldaiga ranch fi re.

A British soldier is due to be ex-
tradited after Kenyan courts found 
him answerable for the 2012 death of 
Wanjiru, who was last seen alive in 
his company near the British troops’ 
training grounds in Nanyuki, central 
Kenya.

France’s President Emmanuel Macron, (left), and Kenya’s President Wil-
liam Ruto stand during the national anthem at State House in Nairobi on 

May 10. (AP)

Changing geopolitics in focus

France woos Anglophone Africa at Kenya summit

Lat/Am
4 killed in Colombia coal mine explosion: Four 
miners were killed in a coal mine explosion in Co-
lombia’s central department of Cundinamarca, local 
fire authorities said Sunday.

The blast occurred Saturday afternoon at the Las 
Quintas mine in the municipality of Cucunuba, where 
four miners were working un-
derground and trapped.

Cundinamarca fire officials 
confirmed Sunday morning that 
the bodies of the four miners 
had been found with no signs 
of life. Forensic procedures 
are underway to identify the 
victims before their bodies are 
handed over to their families.

“We deeply regret that another 
fatal accident has occurred in 
mining activities and express our 
solidarity with the families of the deceased workers,” 
Cundinamarca Governor Jorge Emilio Rey Angel said 
on X.

The mine where the explosion occurred has been 
operating in the area for more than a decade. The re-
gion is known for its significant mineral potential and 
has been the site of several exploration projects.

Authorities are investigating whether the accident 
was caused by safety failures or external factors. (AP)

❑     ❑     ❑

US ups intelligence-gathering off Cuba: US mili-
tary intelligence-gathering flights have increased off 
the coast of Cuba in recent months, CNN reported 

Monday.
Since Feb 4, the US Navy and Air Force have con-

ducted at least 25 flights, mostly near Havana and 
Santiago de Cuba, with some coming within 40 miles 
(64 km) of the coast, said the report, analyzing pub-
licly available aviation data from FlightRadar24, a 
live flight tracker.

The missions have predominantly involved P-8A 
Poseidon maritime patrol aircraft, designed for sur-
veillance and reconnaissance, while some have been 
conducted by other types of aircraft and drones spe-
cializing in signals intelligence gathering and high-
altitude reconnaissance, it said.

The flights are unusual not only for their proximity 
to Cuban shores but also for their sudden frequency, 
as such public activity had been rare in this region 
prior to February. (Xinhua)

❑     ❑     ❑

4 convicted of conspiracy: A Florida jury convict-
ed four men of conspiracy in the 2021 assassination 
of Haitian President Jovenel Moïse, whose death led 
to extraordinary turmoil in the Caribbean nation.

South Florida served as a central location for plan-
ning and financing the plot to oust Moïse and replace 
him with someone of the conspirators’ choosing, 
U.S. prosecutors alleged.

Arcangel Pretel Ortiz, Antonio Intriago, Walter 
Veintemilla and James Solages were found guilty of 
conspiring to kill or kidnap Haiti’s elected leader and 
providing material support for the plot. They were 
also convicted of violating the US Neutrality Act and 
could face possible life sentences. (AP)

Rey

Sithole

A Turkish Airlines aircraft is seen after passengers were safely evacuated and Nepal’s main airport shut down, 
following a fi re on the jet while landing in Kathmandu, on May 11. (AP)

Turkish Airlines jet catches fi re while landing at Nepal airport, all safe
A Turkish Airlines jet caught 
fi re while landing at Nepal’s 
main airport on Monday, 
causing no reported injuries 
but forcing the airport to shut 

down.
The fl ight from Istanbul land-

ed at Kathmandu’s Tribhuvan 
International Airport with fi re 
and smoke on the right land-

ing gear. Emergency crew re-
sponded and controlled the fi re 
and passengers were safely 
evacuated, according to airport 
offi cials. (AP)
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Engaging with clients and investors

Nursery sales reach KD 79.3m

Markaz hosts ‘House Views’ webinar series on markets, private assets, and real estate

Q1 real estate transactions 
refl ect investor confi dence

KUWAIT CITY, May 11: Kuwait 
Financial Centre “Markaz” hosted a 
three-part Markaz House Views we-
binar series, bringing together invest-
ment professionals and specialists to 
discuss developments shaping the 
global and regional investment land-
scape across public markets, private 
assets, and real estate. Designed for 
professional and qualified investors, 
the series addressed the implications 
of geopolitical developments on mar-
ket behavior, the growing role of pri-
vate infrastructure and private credit 
in portfolio construction, and evolv-
ing dynamics across international 
and regional real estate markets.

The opening session, hosted by 
Mr. Raghu Mandagolathur, Chief 
Executive Officer – Marmore MENA 
Intelligence, explored how geopo-
litical developments continue to in-
fluence investor sentiment, capital 
markets and risk transmission, par-
ticularly through energy markets, 
trade flows and inflation. While such 
developments can trigger short-term 

volatility, discussions highlighted 
that historical market patterns have 
often shown limited long-term struc-
tural disruption. This reinforces the 
importance of disciplined portfolio 
construction grounded in diversifi-

cation and risk 
management . 
The session 
also addressed 
the GCC’s rel-
ative position-
ing, noting the 
region’s fiscal 
strength while 
emphas iz ing 
the need for 
selectivity as 
capital flows 

shift across sectors and geographies.  
Private assets were in focus for the 

second session as Mr. Kashish Tan-
don, Executive Vice President – In-
vestment Advisory, talked about how 
Private infrastructure has emerged as 
the essential architect of global pros-
perity, transitioning from a discre-

tionary diversifier to a mission-crit-
ical strategic core allocation.  Private 
Infra sits at the intersection of pow-
erful structural forces, including the 
accelerating demand for digital ca-
pacity driven by AI, the global shift 

toward energy 
transition and 
electrification, 
and the stra-
tegic need for 
supply chain 
r e s i l i e n c e . 
By providing 
exposure to 
high-barr ier , 
tangible assets 
that deliver 
services critical 

to society, private infrastructure of-
fers a unique combination of defen-
sive stability and structural growth. 
As the global economy undergoes a 
fundamental regime shift, these real 
assets serve as a vital backbone, of-
fering investors resilient, inflation-
linked income and a stabilizing force 

against broader market volatility. 
The discussion on private credit 

session, hosted by Mr. Shamlan Al 
Bahar, Senior Analyst – Investment 
Advisory, highlighted a broader 
structural shift in global lending, as 

tighter regula-
tory require-
ments continue 
to reshape the 
role of tradi-
tional banks. 
This has cre-
ated oppor-
tunities for 
private credit 
to expand as 
a flexible, 
c u s t o m i z e d , 

non-dilutive financing channel.Key 
portfolio considerations included 
income generation, diversification 
beyond public fixed income, and 
downside protection through senior 
secured structures and collateral-
backed lending. Manager selection 
also matters more than ever, given 

the wide dispersion in performance, 
underwriting discipline, and risk 
management across private credit 
managers. 

The final session examined real 
estate across international and re-

gional mar-
kets. Hosted by 
Mr. Sandeep 
Pathak, Chief 
Executive Offi-
cer for Interna-
tional Real Es-
tate– Margulf 
International 
Real Estate, the 
internat ional 
segment pro-
vided insights 

into U.S. real estate conditions, in-
cluding transaction activity, lending 
dynamics, and portfolio-level obser-
vations, alongside an overview of 
Markaz’s investment platform and 
track record across the U.S. and Eu-
rope.

The regional real estate segment, 

hosted by Mr. Khaled Al-Mubarki, 
Senior Vice President –MENA Real 
Estate, focused on market dynamics 
across Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, and the 
UAE, highlighting real estate’s role 
as a defensive, income-generating as-

set class during 
periods of un-
certainty. Dis-
cussions also 
addressed how 
domestic mar-
ket structures, 
capital flows 
and investor 
sentiment may 
influence trans-
action activ-
ity and overall 

market stability in the near term. 
Through the Markaz House Views 

webinar series, Markaz continues to 
engage with investors by sharing per-
spectives across key asset classes and 
market themes, supporting informed 
decision-making in an evolving in-
vestment environment.

KUWAIT CITY, May 
11: Kuwait Finance 
House (KFH) Executive 
Manager of Real Estate 
Valuation, Eng. Hamad 
Al-Hasawy, said that 
the real estate sector 
demonstrated resilience 
during the first quarter 
of 2026 and reinforced 
investor confidence, 
despite geopolitical de-
velopments, in addition 
to reduced trading days 
and hours due to public 
holidays and the month 
of Ramadan.

He noted that the real 
estate market recorded 
high transaction levels exceeding KD 1 billion during 
Q1 2026, marking a 15.7% year-on-year increase. This 
growth was driven by notable activity in commercial real 
estate and private residential properties.

He further pointed out that a new and significant ac-
tivity emerged in the plant nurseries segment, which re-
corded 21 transactions valued at KD 79.3 million during 
the quarter.

Al-Hasawy emphasized that this diversity across real 
estate segments reflects the underlying strength of the 
market and its multiple interlinked drivers, which en-
hance its resilience and ability to withstand and manage 
risks.

He stated in a press release: “A modest increase in 
demand for various real estate segments was observed, 
reflected in 1,324 transactions recorded during the first 
quarter, representing a 1.7% year-on-year increase. This 
was driven by a slight rise in transactions within the pri-
vate residential segment, while trading activity declined 
across other real estate categories over the same period, 
except for the coastal strip. However, overall transactions 
decreased by 24% on a quarter-on-quarter basis.”

Al-Hasawy noted that real estate market performance 
during the first quarter of this year reinforces to investors 
the importance of avoiding concentration in a single real 
estate sector and the need for diversification to reduce 
risks and maximize benefits from market developments. 
He also emphasized the importance of studying oppor-
tunities related to growing demand and trading activity 
across different real estate segments.

Furthermore, Al-Hasawy emphasized that real estate 
valuation is a cornerstone of the industry, operating at 
multiple levels. It facilitates seamless financing and orga-
nizes market transactions through transparency, profes-
sional standards, and fair appraisals that reflect current 
market realities. He highlighted the exceptional caliber 
and professionalism of KFH’s valuation team, which 
continues to bolster the deep trust placed in them by a 
diverse customer base. 

Moreover, KFH’s robust organizational structure en-
sures market-leading performance. Combined with de-
cades of experience, impartiality, and a reputation for 
reliability, KFH has become the preferred choice for val-
uation services across all sectors. As an accredited entity, 
KFH leverages an extensive database and a specialized 
technical team (comprising engineering, legal, and ac-
counting experts) to deliver valuations rooted in rigorous 
market studies and real-time monitoring.

Hamad Al-Hasawy

R. Mandagolathur Kashish Tandon Shamlan Al Bahar Sandeep Pathak Khaled Al-Mubarki

Aramco Q1 profit up
25% on oil price spike
RIYADH, May 11, (AP): Aramco, the world’s largest 
oil company, said Sunday its fi rst quarter profi t jumped 
25% as the Iran war disrupted oil supplies and raised 
prices.

Dhahran, Saudi Arabia-based Aramco said it suc-
cessfully shifted some oil exports to a pipeline to avoid 
the Strait of Hormuz, which has been disrupted by the 
war.

On Sunday, the price of Brent crude, the international 
standard, rose 2.58% to to $103.91 per barrel. That’s 
below its heights above $119 during the war, but it’s 
still much more expensive than its roughly $70 level 
from late February before the fi ghting began.

Aramco President and CEO Amin Nasser said the 
company’s East-West Pipeline, which runs across 
Saudi Arabia from its Eastern oil fi elds to the Red Sea, 
is now operating at its maximum capacity of 7 million 
barrels of oil per day. Nasser said the pipeline is “help-
ing to mitigate the impact of a global energy shock and 
providing relief to customers.”

Still, that’s only a fraction of Aramco’s typical pro-
duction. Aramco produced 11.1 million barrels of oil 
per day in the fourth quarter of 2025, for example.

Aramco reported a profi t of $32.5 billion for the quar-
ter ending March 31, up 25% from the same period a 
year ago. The state-owned company reported a 12% 
decline in annual profi ts in 2025.

Before the war, 20% of the world’s traded oil typically 
fl owed through the strait every day, as well as large sup-
plies of natural gas, fertilizer and other petroleum prod-
ucts. Iran effectively seized control of the critical water-
way after the U.S. and Israel attacked it on Feb. 28. A U.S. 
naval blockade imposed last month also complicates its 
use.
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Net profi t soars 51% to $260 million, a 15-year high

Zain Group Q1 2026 revenue up 6% to $1.86 billion
KUWAIT CITY, May 11: Zain Group, a 
leading TechCo providing innovative ICT 
and digital lifestyle communications in eight 
markets across the Middle East and Africa, 
announces its consolidated financial results 
for the first quarter ended March 31, 2026, 
with customer base reaching 51.2 million 
customers.

Zain Group recorded consolidated rev-
enue growth of 6% to reach KD 569 million 
(USD 1.86 billion) for Q1’2026. EBITDA 
for the quarter jumped 6% to reach KD 182 
million (USD 594 million), reflecting an 
EBITDA margin of 32%. Net income for 
the quarter soared 51% to reach KD 80 mil-
lion (USD 260 million), a 15 year high and 
reflecting an Earnings Per Share of 18 Fils 
(USD 6 Cents). 

Key Operational Notes for Q1 2026
1. Kuwait’s 5.5G network supports the na-

tion during crisis and drives market leader-
ship on all major KPIs

2. Strong revenue growth in Sudan 
(+34%), Iraq (+14%), and Jordan (+5%) 

3. Robust net profit increases of 116% in 
Zain KSA and 12% in Zain Iraq

4. Groupwide CAPEX reached USD 129 
million representing 7% of revenue 

5. New growth verticals revenue grew 
16% to reach USD 227 million representing 
12% of total revenues 

6. Zain Ventures strategic investments re-
cord notable gains of USD 123 million for 
the quarter

7. Data revenue grew 18% to reach 
USD 751 million, representing 40% of the 
Group’s overall revenue

8. Kuwait, KSA, Bahrain,and Jordan 5G 
networks enhance customer experience and 
5G customer base

9. Fintech services (Bede in Kuwait, Bah-
rain and Sudan; Tamam in KSA and Zain 
Cash in Jordan and Iraq) witnessed revenue 
growth of 28% and customer increase of 
38%

10. ZainTECH revenue grew 7%, con-
tributing to the 9% YoY overall increase in 
groupwide enterprise revenue 

11. Zain Omantel International (ZOI) 
wholesale carrier achieved healthy revenue 
growth of 16% YoY

12. Zain Group publishes 2025 Sustain-
ability Report entitled ‘Grounded in Pur-
pose, Growing Sustainably’

13. Zain brand valuation up 16% YoY, to 
reach a milestone of USD 4 billion, highest 
in Kuwait’s private sector

Mrs. Nour Al-Jassim, Chair of the Board 
of Zain Group said, “I extend my sincere ap-
preciation to the previous Board of Directors 
for their dedicated efforts in advancing the 
company’s strategic agenda and strengthen-
ing the Group’s position as a leading region-
al TechCo. The Board will build on this sol-
id foundation,enhance strategic partnerships 
and continue to deliver sustainable value for 
our shareholders.”

Mr. Bader Al-Kharafi, Zain Vice-Chair-
man and Group CEO commented,“Despite 
ongoing regional challenges, we delivered 
a prosperous first-quarter performance on 
multiple fronts. This was underpinned by 
strong operational execution across our 
key markets and growing contributions 
from our new business verticals and prof-
itable investment strategy. We remain 
focused on elevating customer experience 
through innovative, AI-driven solutions, 
while actively pursuing value accretive 
opportunities. This strong momentum be-
hind the Group’s ‘4WARD–Progress with 
Purpose’ strategy signals an exceptional 
year ahead.”

“Our robust and diversified business 
model, coupled with the agility of our 
teams, enabled us to maintain critical con-
nectivity across all markets during the re-
cent crisis. I am immensely proud of the 
resilience and dedication demonstrated 
by our teams. Their unwavering commit-
ment ensured uninterrupted network con-
nectivity and customer support, enabling 
the continuity of remote work, education, 
and essential services under highly chal-
lenging circumstances. These efforts have 
been truly inspiring.”

“Our operations in Kuwait, KSA, Iraq, Su-
dan, Jordan, and Bahrain performed in line 
with expectations despite a challenging and 
highly competitive environment. In parallel, 
our strategic verticals, ZainTECH and Zain 
Omantel International, continued to deliver 
healthy growth, playing a vital role in sus-
taining essential services across the region 
and beyond.”

“Our strategic partnership with Ooredoo 

to establish the region’s largest tower com-
pany continues to progress well. Following 
recent regulatory approvals in Qatar, the 
TASC Towers team is finalizing operational 
readiness ahead of the first tower closing, 
expected during June 2026. Upon comple-
tion, we will focus on expanding into addi-
tional markets in line with our infrastructure 
optimization strategy.”

Al Kharafi concluded, “I look forward to 
working closely with the new Board and 
Chair, Mrs. Nour Al Jassim, as we take Zain 
to new heights to enhance shareholder val-
ue.”

Since its inception, Zain Ventures has 
made a series of strategic investments across 
venture capital funds and the regional and 

global startup ecosystem. The portfolio in-
cludes high-growth, globally recognized 
companies such as Revolut, SpaceX, and 
xAI, that are proving very profitable. Zain 
Ventures will continue to pursue disciplined 
investments that enhance long-term share-
holder returns.

Zain’s fintech ecosystem continues to de-
liver impressive growth in both revenue and 
customer base. The Group remains focused 
on scaling this fast-growing ecosystem by 
strengthening financial inclusion, increasing 
wallet engagement, and supporting SME 
digitization across our markets.

The Group recently published its 2025 
Sustainability Report, ‘Grounded in Pur-
pose, Growing Sustainably,’ marking a 

significant milestone in communicating its 
long-term value creation. This is the first 
report of its kind in Kuwait prepared in ac-
cordance with the International Integrated 
Reporting Framework. In addition, Zain 
achieved an ‘A’ score in the CDP Climate 
Change 2025 disclosure cycle, placing the 
company among the top performers globally 
and making us the only Kuwait-based com-
pany to attain leadership level.

The strength of the Zain brand con-
tinues to grow. According to Brand Fi-
nance’s 2026 rankings, the brand value 
increased by 16.1% year-on-year to 
USD 4.04 billion, placing it as the high-
est valued brand in Kuwait’s private 
sector and among the top 25 telecom 
brands globally. Nineteen years since 
its launch, this sustained growth reflects 
the success of the 4WARD strategy, 
investment in differentiated customer 
experiences, and the strength of its net-
works and services. Today, with more 
than 26 million social media followers 
and over 4 billion views generating 1.5 
billion annual interactions, Zain stands 
as one of the region’s most recognized 
and engaging corporate brands, and the 
ICT provider of choice for individuals, 
businesses, and governments.

Financial KPIs of key markets for first 
quarter (Q1) ended March 31, 2026

Kuwait: Maintaining its market leader-
ship, the flagship operation’s customer base 
stood at 2.6 million. Revenue for the period 
reached KD 92 million (USD 301 million), 
EBITDA stood at KD 31.4 million (USD 
103 million), representing an EBITDA 
margin of 34%. Net income for the quarter 
reached KD 16 million (USD 53 million). 
Data revenue grew 8%, representing 40% 
of total revenue.  The operator continued 
to develop and monetize its resilient 5.5G 
Advanced network that supported the nation 
during the recent regional crisis empower-
ing digital enablement through dynamic 
customer-facing platforms.

Saudi Arabia: Revenue reached USD 
708 million, EBITDA for the period reached 
USD 214 million, reflecting an EBITDA 
margin of 30%. Net income for the quar-
ter soared 116% to reach USD 54 million, 
inclusive of SAR 98 million (USD 26 mil-
lion) from the Kingdom’s Universal Service 
Fund. Data revenue grew by 8%, represent-
ing 43% of total revenue, while active cus-
tomers reached 8.3 million.The operator 
witnessed continued growth in 5G and B2B 
revenue, with Yaqoot, Zain KSA’s digital 
arm, witnessing stable revenue YoY, while 
Tamam, the consumer micro finance arm, 
witnessed healthy revenue growth, all of 
which contributed towards the increase in 
top-line. Read more on Zain KSA Q1 2026 
results.

Iraq: Revenue grew 14% YoY to reach 
USD 325 million, while EBITDA reached 
USD 110 million, up 5% YoY. Net profit 
grew 12% YoY to reach USD 29 million. 
The operator’s customer base reached 20.7 
million customers, sustaining market lead-
ership in Iraq. This growth was fueled by 
strong commercial strategy execution, con-
tinued network deployment, and a robust 
contribution from its subsidiaries Horizon 
and Next Generation, all achieved despite a 
challenging macroeconomic environment.

Sudan: Revenue for the quarter soared 
34% YoY to reach USD 157 million, with 
EBITDA reaching USD 90 million, an in-
crease of 35% YoY, reflecting an EBITDA 
margin of 58%. Net income reached USD 
56 million. Customer base expanded 13% 
YoY to 12.4 million, supported by the resto-
ration of coverage, service availability and 
return of population to affected areas. Data 
revenue grew 70% YoY, accounting for 
37% of total revenue.

Jordan: Revenue grew 5% YoY to reach 
USD 148 million, EBITDA increased by 
4% to reach USD 57 million, reflecting an 
EBITDA margin of 38%, with net income 
up1.4% to reach USD 19 million. Data reve-
nue grew 15% on the back of its continually 
expanding 5G network, representing 58% of 
total revenue. Customer base grew by 2% 
to reach 4.2 million, maintaining a market 
leading position.

Bahrain: Revenue remained stable YoY 
at USD 56 million, EBITDA reached USD 
14.5 million, reflecting an EBITDA mar-
gin of 26%. Net income increased by 1% to 
reach USD 3.1 million, with data revenue 
growing 4% YoY to represent 45% of to-
tal revenue. Read more on Zain Bahrain Q1 
2026 results.

Nour Al-Jassim, Chair of the Board of Zain 
Group

Bader Al-Kharafi , Zain Vice-Chairman and Group 
CEO

Zain HQ building

■ Chair of the Board, Mrs Nour Al-Jassim: “The Board of Directors places 
strategic partnerships and the creation of sustainable shareholder value 
at the forefront of its priorities”

■ Vice-Chairman & Group CEO, Bader Al-Kharafi : “A prosperous fi rst 
quarter on multiple fronts that signalsan exceptional year ahead”

■ EBITDA up 6% to USD 594 million with CAPEX reaching USD 129 mil-
lion

■ Kuwait’s 5.5G network supports nation during crisis and drives market 
leadership on all major KPIs

■ Strong revenue growth in Sudan (+34%), Iraq (+14%), and Jordan (+5%) 
■ Key markets deliver net profi t growth of 116% in KSA and 12% in Iraq
■ Data revenue grew 18% to reach USD751 million, representing 40% of 

total revenue
■ New growth verticals revenue grew 16% to reach USD 227million repre-

senting 12% of total revenues
■ Zain Omantel International’ (ZOI) reports healthy revenue growth of 16% 

during Q1’ 2026
■ ZainTECH revenue up 7%, contributing to a 9% YoY increase in group-

wide enterprise revenue
■ Zain Ventures strategic investments record notable gains of $123 million
■ Partnership with Ooredoo and TASC progressing towards establishing 

the largest Tower Coin region
■ Fintech services witness consolidated revenue growth of 28% across 

multiple markets
■ Zain Group publishes 2025 Sustainability Report entitled ‘Grounded in 

Purpose, Growing Sustainably’
■ Zain is most valuable brand in Kuwait’s private sector with a valuation of 

USD 4 billion,up 16% YoY

Group Key Performance Indicators (KD and USD) for Q1 2026
Total Managed Active Customers       51.2 million
Revenue               KD 569million  USD 1.86billion
EBITDA        KD 182million  USD 594 million
EBITDA Margin  32%
Net Income KD 80million  USD 260million
EPS 18fils  USD 0.06
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Strong investment, fee growth boosts Warba earnings

Warba Bank announces net profit of KD 6.3 million for Q1 2026, reflecting 14% growth
KUWAIT CITY, May 11: Warba Bank announced its fi nancial results for 
the fi rst quarter of 2026, reporting a 14% increase in net profi t to KWD 
6.3 million despite geopolitical challenges affecting the region during 
the quarter. The bank maintained operational stability through a solid fi -
nancial foundation and advanced digital infrastructure, with earnings per 
share reaching 1.33 fi ls.

The performance was driven by a 25% growth in net investment income 
to KWD 5 million as of 31 March 2026 as compared to KWD 4 million in 
31 March 2025, and a 31% increase in net fees and commission income to 
KWD 3.3 million as of 31 March 2026 as compared to KWD 2.5 million 
in 31 March 2025.

Total assets grew by 2% to KWD 6.1 billion as compared to the year 
ended 2025, while the fi nancing portfolio reached KWD 4 billion and de-
positors’ accounts reached KWD 3.4 billion as of March 31, 2026.

Risk Management and Operational Stability:
Hamad Mosaed Al-Sayer, Chairman of Warba Bank, stated: “During 

the fi rst quarter of this year, Warba Bank demonstrated an exceptional 
ability to handle the geopolitical challenges that affected the local, re-
gional, and global economic landscape. Our results refl ect the robustness 
of our fi nancial position and the success of our prudent risk management 
and mitigation strategy, which was proactively activated to ensure the pro-
tection of all stakeholders, including shareholders, customers, partners, 
employees, and the community at large.”

Al-Sayer added: “Under these exceptional circumstances, we continued 
to fulfi ll our role as a responsible national Islamic banking institution. We 
ensured an active presence to support national efforts and activated an 
integrated social responsibility plan to assist state institutions and society. 
We will continue to work through a balanced approach aimed at ensuring 
sustainable growth and strict compliance with Sharia principles and the 
highest standards of governance.”

Operational Continuity and Digital Infrastructure:
Shaheen Hamad Al-Ghanem, Chief Executive Offi cer of Warba Bank, 

noted that strategic investments in digital transformation contributed sig-
nifi cantly to the bank’s performance. “Our advanced digital infrastruc-

ture played a central role in our ability to continue serving our custom-
ers seamlessly and securely during the past weeks. This digital readiness 
enabled us to ensure business continuity without interruption and meet 
customers’ banking needs seamlessly,” Al-Ghanem said.

He emphasized: “Despite the challenges, we continued to implement 
our planned operational and community initiatives for the fi rst quarter. 
We continued to provide innovative fi nancial solutions and focus on en-
hancing customer experience while supporting the national economy. Our 
slogan, ‘Own the Future,’ embodies our ongoing commitment to develop-
ing our technical capabilities and continuing our growth trajectory as a 
leading Islamic bank.”

Reliability and Cybersecurity:
Amid regional challenges, the bank continued operating without inter-

ruption through its branches and digital platforms. These operations were 
supported by advanced cybersecurity measures to safeguard customer 
data and assets. The bank’s rapid response reaffi rmed its role as a stable 
national institution supporting operational stability and customer confi -
dence during this period.

Q1 Operational and Digital Initiatives:
Coinciding with its 15th anniversary, Warba Bank advanced its digi-

tal transformation by launching a redesigned website and an updated app 
interface featuring fully digital account opening. The bank also strength-
ened its product portfolio with the return of “Al Sunbula” account draws 
and introduced new digital features for its Gold Account.

In social responsibility, the bank sponsored several national and 
youth events, including the Shamia Carnival and the Kuwait Universi-
ty Cultural Festival. It also renewed its partnership with the National 
Academy of Sports Medicine (NASM) and continued its charitable 
initiatives during Ramadan, including the “Warba Quran Reciters” 
competition.

Key Operational Indicators:
■ Net profi t: KWD 6.3 million (+14%)
■ Total assets: KWD 6.1 billion (+2%)
■ Net Investment Income: KWD 5 million (+25%)

A banking program preparing students for work With a growth of 32%

NBK opens registration for 2026 
Aspire Summer Training Program

Al Tijaria Real Estate records net profit of 
KD 4,084,850 for the first quarter of 2026

KUWAIT CITY, May 11: National Bank of Kuwait an-
nounced the opening of registration for its 2026 Aspire Sum-
mer Training Program, as part of its ongoing commitment to 
supporting youth and students with educational and training 
opportunities that contribute to developing their personal and 
professional skills and job market readiness.

The program targets high school students aged 15 to 
18, offering them a comprehensive initial training experi-
ence to familiarize them with the nature of work in the 
banking sector through a combination of theoretical and 
practical training.

This year’s program includes two training courses, 
each lasting two weeks. The fi rst course will run from 
June 7 to 18, 2026, followed by the second from June 21 
to July 2, 2026.

Through the program, NBK focuses on delivering a range 
of topics and interactive workshops that contribute to de-
veloping critical thinking, teamwork, creativity, innovation, 
problem-solving, and integrity in the workplace. It also in-
troduces the concept of service quality and includes modern 
and advanced training and academic materials, in addition to 
fi eld visits that allow participants to gain fi rsthand experience 
in NBK’s operations and branches.

Moreover, this program aims to develop students’ prac-
tical and personal skills, providing them with a space to 
interact and learn in a stimulating training environment, 
which should enable them to gain early experience that 
shapes their academic and professional paths.

On this occasion, Yaqoub Al-Baqer, AVP - Public Rela-
tions and Event Management at NBK, said: “The NBK As-
pire Program stems from the Bank’s commitment to making 
the most of students’ summer break by offering them a com-
prehensive training experience that introduces them to the 
banking environment and helps refi ne their skills and build 
their professional awareness at an early stage”.

“At NBK,” Al-Baqer added, “we are keen to continu-
ously develop the Aspire program in line with the aspira-
tions of the youth and job market needs, as we focus on 

developing personal and practical skills, as well as pro-
moting a spirit of taking initiative and creativity, which 
qualifi es participants to be effective in the job market in 
the future”.

Al-Baqer emphasized that supporting the youth is one 
of the foundations of NBK’s corporate social responsibil-
ity strategy, which is why it continues to launch programs 
and initiatives that prepare national professionals, sup-
port human resources sustainability, promote education 
and youth empowerment, and align well withthis vision 
that strives to build a prosperous and sustainable future.

It is worth mentioning that since its establishment, 
NBK has prioritized the support of all fi elds of social 
responsibility, such as education, health, employment, 
training, and providing support for national profession-
als, in addition to social welfare programs, sports initia-
tives and environmental activities.

KUWAIT CITY, May 11: Mr. Abdul-
fatah M. R. Marafi e, Chairman of The 
Commercial Real Estate Company 
(Al-Tijaria), stated that the company’s 
business results for the fi nancial pe-
riod ended 31 March 2026 resulted 
in achieving net profi ts amounting to 
KD 4,084,850 (Kuwaiti Dinars Four 
Million Eighty four thousand eight 
hundred fi fty), refl ecting an increase 
of 32% compared to the same period 
of the previous year.

According to the fi nancial results of 
the fi rst quarter of 2026, Marafi e stated 
that the achieved results refl ect stabil-
ity in the net operational revenues, in 
addition to an increase in profi ts from 
associate companies and investments. 
Regarding the fi nancial indicators, the 
company witnessed notable improve-
ment, as the growth in return on eq-
uity, return on assets, and return on 
the company’s capital reached 27.5%, 
29.8%, and 28.2% respectively, com-
pared to the same period last year.

Mr. Marafi e affi rmed that despite 
the current geopolitical circumstanc-
es, Al-Tijaria has maintained its strong 
performance while closely monitoring 
and assessing ongoing developments 
and their potential impact on econom-
ic conditions should they continue. 
The company is taking proactive steps 
to adapt to these challenges in a man-
ner that contributes to safeguarding 
shareholders’ rights. “He added that 
the Company continues to imple-
ment and develop its balanced strate-
gies and plans in line with the current 
market conditions. Management is 
continuously working on improving 
performance and enhancing achieved 
results through creating new invest-
ment opportunities, developing exist-
ing assets, and diversifying income 
sources both locally and internation-
ally, while focusing on achieving sus-
tainable growth, enhancing sharehold-
ers’ rights, and maintaining a strong 
fi nancial position through the growth 
of operating profi ts and increased cash 
fl ows.

He further noted that Al-Tijaria 
is currently working on a number of 
promising investment opportunities 
in the real estate sector, which are ex-
pected to contribute to enhancing the 
Company’s profi tability and creating 

added value for shareholders, in addi-
tion to studying investment opportuni-
ties offered by government entities in 
support of the Company’s future stra-
tegic direction and the diversifi cation 
of its investment portfolio.”

Marafi e added that during the fi rst 
quarter of 2026, The Commercial 
Real Estate Company (Al-Tijaria) 
launched a series of initiatives as 
part of its corporate social respon-
sibility, reaffi rming its vital role 
in this area and its commitment to 
implementing corporate governance 
principles.

Under the slogan “We Care,” the 
Company organized the 10th edi-
tion of its annual “Plant a Tree in My 
Country” campaign at Boulevard Park 
under the theme “We Want It Green-
er”, in collaboration with Omniya for 
green building and facilities solutions, 
in the presence of Mr. Fouad Nasser 
Al Salman – Member of the Commit-
tee for Green Urban Development Ini-
tiatives, representing Sheikh Hamoud 
Jaber Al Sabah – Chairman of the Ur-
ban Development Committee, along-
side the participation of government 
entities, companies, and community 
and educational institutions. 

The Company collaborated with 
LOYAC by providing venue spon-
sorship to host a blood donation 
campaign at Boulevard Mall, sup-
porting health initiatives and pro-
moting a culture of giving and so-
cial responsibility.

The Company also participated 
in the “Zero Waste” campaign dur-

ing the holy month of Ramadan in 
collaboration with KAFO (Kuwait’s 
Achievers for Future Opportuni-
ties), a national non-profi t platform 
that connects and empowers achiev-
ers in Kuwait, raising awareness 
on waste reduction and sustainable 
practices in line with Kuwait Vision 
2035.”

In addition, the Company sup-
ported community awareness ef-
forts during recent regional de-
velopments, including promoting 
public safety awareness, as well as 
values of unity, resilience, and so-
cial responsibility.

We also consider mentioning 
the company’s contribution in the 
environmental fi eld, as it focuses 
its attention on engaging in envi-
ronmentally friendly investments 
and assets that achieve fi nancial 
returns and a positive environmen-
tal impact. Among the initiatives 
implemented by the company are 
the installation of motion sensors 
for lighting systems in some of 
our properties, updating cooling 
systems to enhance energy effi -
ciency, and converting lighting to 
LED technology, which has helped 
reduce related emissions, minimize 
environmental impact, and effec-
tively reduce energy consumption 
and signifi cantly lower electricity 
costs. We also ensure that our op-
erations align with best practices 
in water governance, and we have 
implemented measures to reduce 
consumption and minimize unnec-
essary water waste while maintain-
ing operational effi ciency, which 
has helped save and lower water 
costs.

To conclude, Mr. Marafi e ex-
pressed his deepest gratitude and 
appreciation to all shareholders, 
Board of Directors andemployees 
for their efforts, continuous support, 
and hard work to reach the goals 
and objectives.

He also emphasized that The 
Commercial Real Estate Company 
(Al-Tijaria) devotes all its resources 
to achieving its future vision based 
on its potential and capabilities to 
achieve maximum profi t for share-
holders.

Asia braces for a second wave of energy shocks from the Iran war
BANGKOK, May 11, (AP): Asia’s fi rst defenses against energy shocks from 
the Iran war are running short and a more consequential second wave of im-
pacts is beginning to hit.

When the war started, governments scrambled to adapt to the closure of the 
Strait of Hormuz, a critical artery for energy fl owing to Asia. They made dif-
fi cult trade-offs: saving power at the risk of slowing businesses, prioritizing 
gas for households at the risk of fertilizer production and dipping into energy 
stockpiles for temporary relief.

But these measures were based on the war lasting only a short time, allow-
ing a quick resumption of energy fl ows. That has not happened.

With no clear end in sight, the fuel crisis is now rippling across economies. 
Airfare costs, shipping rates and utility bills are climbing, jeopardizing eco-
nomic growth. About 8.8 million people are in danger of being pushed into 
poverty and the confl ict may cause $299 billion in economic losses to the 
Asia-Pacifi c region, according to the United Nations Development Program.

“The countries with the least resources to respond, or the consumers who 
can least afford to pay, are the ones who feel everything fi rst,” said Samantha 
Gross of the U.S.-based think tank Brookings Institution.

Asian governments planned their budgets assuming the price of oil would 
average around $70 a barrel. Subsidies helped to keep fuel prices stable. But 
the war pushed the price of Brent crude to as high as about $120 a barrel.

Governments now face a stark choice between maintaining those costly 
subsidies, straining public fi nances, or cutting them to pass higher costs on 
to consumers, risking a public backlash, said Ahmad Rafdi Endut, a Kuala 
Lumpur-based independent energy analyst.

In India, early steps to redirect fuel supplies toward cooking gas for roughly 
330 million households cut into supplies for fertilizer plants. The surging of 
fertilizer prices and meteorologists warning of weak rainfall in an El Niño 
year is a concern for the world’s largest rice exporter.

India has relied on subsidies to shield its 1.4 billion people until now, but 
on Sunday, Prime Minister Narendra Modi urged citizens to buy locally and 
cut down on travel abroad to save dollars. He also encouraged people to work 
from home and use public transport to reduce fuel consumption, and asked 
farmers to halve fertilizer use.

The Philippines quickly shifted to a four-day work week to save fuel. It also 
rolled out targeted subsidies for poorer households. However, Fitch Ratings 

noted that most consumers are still paying higher energy costs, causing busi-
ness activity to slow in major cities like Manila.

Thailand abandoned its diesel price cap less than a month after the confl ict 
began, as its fuel subsidies ran out. It’s now cutting other spending to manage 
higher oil prices while trying to keep its budget under control.

Vietnam extended a suspension of fuel taxes to ease pressure on domestic 
prices. Jet fuel shortages have led to fl ight cuts. Tourism makes up nearly 8% 
of Vietnam’s gross domestic product - the nation’s total output of goods and 
services - so that affects the entire economy.

“Business is not good right now,” said Hanoi-based tour guide Nguyen 
Manh Thang. “There are already fewer tourists.”

Fuel shortages have pushed cash-strapped countries like Pakistan and Ban-
gladesh to buy oil and gas at current market prices, which are often higher and 

more volatile than long-term contracts. This raises import costs and adds to 
pressure on their already limited foreign exchange reserves.

Governments can keep costly fuel subsidies by cutting spending from other 
priorities like welfare, or borrow more and risk higher infl ation, said Endut in 
Kuala Lumpur. Alternatively, they can reduce subsidies and pass higher costs 
on to consumers, risking angering voters. 

Once subsidies are exhausted and infl ation starts to rise, countries could 
face what he called a “fi scal time bomb.”

The war’s eventual end won’t bring quick respite to Asia.
The global oil and gas trade will not bounce back right away, and it will 

take time to restart production, said Gross with the Brookings Institution. Re-
pairing damaged infrastructure, restarting facilities and allowing for transport 
time from the Middle East to fi nal markets will take weeks or even months.

Europe will feel a similar impact to Asia, but with about a four-week lag, 
experts say.

Americans are also feeling the pinch as gas prices spike across the U.S. But 
Southeast Asia is currently the “biggest pain point,” said Henning Gloystein 
of the Eurasia Group consultancy fi rm.

“This fuel shortage situation is going to get worse,” he said.
In Africa, higher energy and import costs are similarly straining budgets, 

widening defi cits and driving up infl ation. The war is also taking a toll on 
Latin America and the Caribbean, where growth is projected to slow slightly.

The complex disruptions across global supply chains will continue to have 
broader impacts, warned Ted Krantz, CEO of supply chain risk fi rm Interos.ai.

The crisis also highlights the fragility of Asia’s growing middle class, said 
Maria Monica Wihardja of the Singapore-based ISEAS-Yusof Ishak Institute, 
with many people at risk of slipping back into poverty.

The energy shock will reshape Southeast Asia’s economies over time, she said, 
including shifts in job markets and how countries plan for future energy crises.

Countries are already debating and implementing longer-term solutions, 
like diversifying fossil fuel suppliers, developing nuclear energy and renew-
ables like solar.

The war is making geopolitical risk central to the economic outlook of 
Southeast Asia and directly slowing regional growth, said Albert Park of the 
Asian Development Bank.

“The longer it lasts, the larger those negative effects would be,” he said

An ANA jet flies above a gas station in Inglewood, Calif., on May 6, 2026. 
(AP)

Abdulfatah M. R. Marafie

Hamad Al-Sayer, Chairman of War-
ba Bank

Shaheen Al-Ghanem, Chief Execu-
tive Officer of Warba Bank

Al-Sayer:
■ "Warba continues its strong performance, supported by a ro-

bust financial position and a prudent risk mitigation strategy amid 
geopolitical challenges."

■ "We have activated business continuity plans to protect the in-
terests of our shareholders, customers, partners, and employees."

■ "We remain committed to our national and social role, standing 
side-by-side with state efforts to navigate this exceptional period."

Al-Ghanem:
■ "Our banking and digital infrastructure has proven highly ef-

ficient in ensuring the seamless and secure delivery of our services 
despite challenges."

■ "During the first quarter, we continued to implement operation-
al and community initiatives that reflect our responsibility toward our 
clients and society."

■ "‘Own the Future’ is a steadfast commitment to building an 
Islamic banking institution capable of adapting and growing under 
various circumstances."

Al-Baqer: Aspire introduces students to the banking work envi-
ronment at an early stage.

■ We continuously develop the program to align with the aspi-
rations of young people and the needs of the job market.

■ Empowering youth and preparing qualified national talent is 
a priority in NBK's strategy.

Yaqoub Al-Baqer

Aspire Summer Training Program.
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Indie studio brings nine contenders to this year’s showcase

Neon enters the Cannes Film Festival as an unlikely 
heavyweight after winning six straight Palme d’Ors
CANNES, France, May 11, (AP): 
Neon chief and co-founder Tom 
Quinn has watched the last six 
Palme d’Or ceremonies from the 
same spot: gathered with col-
leagues around a laptop on the 
breakfast tables at his Cannes hotel.

“I think we upgraded a cou-
ple years ago and connected the 
computer to a TV,” Quinn says. “I 
wouldn’t want to do it any differ-
ent.”

Quinn has good reason to keep 
any good luck charm. In all six of 
those awards ceremonies, Neon has 
won the Palme, the prestigious top 
honor of the Cannes Film Festival. 
It’s an unparalleled streak for one 
of the most sought-after prizes in 
movies, second only to the best pic-
ture Oscar. No other studio has ever 
come close to anything like it.

“No one ever believes it, but 
we’ve never gone to Cannes think-
ing we were going to win the Palme 
d’Or,” Quinn says. “It’s been a sur-
prise every single year.”

When the 79th Cannes Film Fes-
tival gets underway Tuesday, Neon 
- a 60-person company founded in 
2017 - rides in as an unlikely heav-
yweight. It’s backing more than a 
quarter of the 22 fi lms in compe-
tition for the Palme. Its odds of 
making it seven in a row are good. 
Some of the most hotly anticipated 
titles - including Japanese fi lmmak-
er Ryusuke Hamaguchi’s “All of a 
Sudden,” Korean auteur Na Hong-
jin’s “Hope” and James Gray’s “Pa-
per Tiger” - are Neon’s.

Altogether, the indie distribu-
tor has nine fi lms in Cannes. All, 
Quinn notes, they signed on for be-
fore the fi lms’ Cannes invite.

“I hate to break it to everyone but 
don’t hate us for our good taste,” 
says Quinn. “Who’s chasing who 
here? Thierry (Frémaux, Cannes 
artistic director) is going to make 
up his own mind and we’re going 
to make up our own mind. It just so 
happens that we agree.”

When Frémaux announced the 
lineup of this year’s festival, he 
lamented the almost nonexistent 
presence of Hollywood’s major 
studios. “When the studios are less 
present in Cannes, they are less pre-
sent full stop,” he said.

While studio releases like Warn-
er Bros.’ “One Battle After An-
other” and Universal’s upcoming 
“The Odyssey” can be major Oscar 
players, a wide swath of the most 
original movies of the past decade 
have been released by specialty la-

bels like Neon and A24.
Both have risen to prominence 

at international fi lm festivals like 
Cannes and at the Oscars by focus-
ing on fi lmmakers, not IP.

“It’s not rocket science and 
there’s nothing secret about it,” 
says Quinn. “It’s pursuing the di-
rectors and fi lms we want to be a 
part of.”

Quinn had worked at Samuel 
Goldwyn Films and Magnolia Pic-
tures before, in 2011, launching Ra-
dius, a boutique label with Harvey 
Weinstein. Though, at Neon, Quinn 
expected A24 to be his chief com-
petition, he found himself often 
bidding against Netfl ix, on movies 
like Neon’s fi rst acquisition, the 
Margot Robbie-led “I, Tonya” and 
Céline Sciamma’s “Portrait of a 
Lady on Fire.”

“We did not outbid them but we 
out-passioned them,” says Quinn.

Neon does produce fi lms (like the 
upcoming “I Love Boosters”), but it 
largely sticks to distributing movies 
in North America, often with awards 
campaigns attached to their releases. 
It has boarded its Palme d’Or win-
ners - “It Was Just an Accident,” 
“Anora,” “Anatomy of a Fall,” 
“Triangle of Sadness,” “Titane” and 
“Parasite” - in a variety of ways.

Some were acquired in Cannes. 
Some, like “Parasite,” Neon board-
ed at the script stage. Quinn signed 
up for the body horror freak-out 
“Titane” even though the script 
made no sense to him. He just be-
lieved in its writer-director Julia 
Ducournau. In that way, Neon is 
the ultimate anti-algorithm studio.

And yet faith in fi lmmakers and 

good taste have carried Neon to 
the greatest heights of Hollywood. 
Both “Parasite” and “Anora” won 
best picture at the Academy Awards 
after winning the Palme. Neon 
nearly swept the best international 
Oscar category last March, with 
four of the fi ve nominees: the win-
ning “Sentimental Value,” “Sirāt,” 
“The Secret Agent” and “It Was 
Just an Accident.”

“Parasite” famously became the 
fi rst non-English-language fi lm to 
win best picture - a triumph for the 
“1-inch-tall barrier of subtitles,” as 
Bong Joon Ho noted in his accept-
ance speech.

Neon, majority owned by Dan 
Friedkin’s 30West, is far from com-
peting with studio blockbusters at 
the box offi ce. (Its biggest ticket 
seller thus far was Osgood Perkins’ 

“Longlegs,” with $75 million.) But 
Neon has proved there’s a larger 
audience than many would have 
expected for daring, often interna-
tional cinema.

They are, Quinn says, “agnos-
tic” about where its titles come 
from, and the company’s small size 
means they can give each movie 
a bespoke rollout. And by the end 
of the year, Neon will gather its 
releases into a DVD box set, even 
though many voters don’t have 
DVD players anymore.

“Audiences are desperate, des-
perate for creativity,” Quinn says. 
“Films are not packaged goods. The 
idea that this art form that is so sub-
jective is treated as a P & L (profi t 
and loss statement), I don’t know 
how you can make good creative de-
cisions when you’re dealing with bil-
lions of debt looming at your door.”

Neon’s slate in Cannes is typically 
wide-ranging. Also up for the Palme 
is Romanian fi lmmaker Cristian 
Mungiu’s “Fjord,” with Sebastian 
Stan and Renate Reinsve; Japanese 
auteur Hirokazu Kore-eda’s “Sheep 
in the Box”; and “The Unknown,” 
by “Anatomy of a Fall” cowriter 
Arthur Harari. It also has Nicolas 
Winding Refn’s “Her Private Hell”; 
Arie Esiri and Chuko Esiri’s “Claris-
sa” and William and David Greaves’ 
already lauded documentary, “Once 
Upon a Time in Harlem.”

Some of the movies that escaped 
Neon’s grasp still irk Quinn. He 
missed out on Kore-eda’s “Shop-
lifters,” the Palme winner in 2018.

“The idea that we would have 
won seven Palmes in a row is com-
pletely outlandish,” Quinn says. 
“But that’s a huge regret.”

Director Jafar Panahi, winner of the Palme d’Or for the film ‘It Was 
Just an Accident,’ appears at the awards ceremony photo call at the 
78th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, on May 24, 

2025. (AP)

Justine Triet, winner of the Palme d’Or for ‘Anatomy of a Fall,’ poses for pho-
tographers during a photo call following the awards ceremony at the 76th 
international film festival, Cannes, southern France, on May 27, 2023. (AP)

Sean Baker, winner of the Palme d’Or for the film ‘Anora,’ appears at 
the 77th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, on May 25, 

2024. (AP)

Director Julia Ducournau, center, winner of the Palme d’Or for the film 
‘Titane’ poses with Vincent Lindon, left, and Agathe Rousselle during 
a photo call at the 74th international film festival, Cannes, southern 

France, on July 17, 2021. (AP)

Writer-director Ruben Ostlund, winner of the Palme d’Or for ‘Triangle of 
Sadness,’ poses at the 75th international film festival, Cannes, southern 

France, Saturday, May 28, 2022. (AP)

Music Film

The Beatles, from left, Paul McCartney, Ringo Starr, George Harrison and 
John Lennon, perform for the CBS ‘Ed Sullivan Show’ in New York, as they 
record a set on Feb. 9, 1964, that would be shown later on a broadcast of 

the show. (AP)

Iconic music landmark reimagined

The Beatles to open immersive 
seven-story London attraction
LONDON, May 11, (AP): The Beatles are headed back to one of the band’s 
most famous sites with a new fan experience in London.

Apple Corps Ltd, the company founded by the Fab Four, announced Mon-
day that it will open a new seven-floor fan experience at the company’s early 
headquarters. The building is the place where the band’s “Let It Be” album was 
recorded and its rooftop was the site of the Beatles’ last public performance on 
Jan. 30, 1969.

The attraction at 3 Saville Road in central London will allow fans access to 
the rooftop, studios and extensive Beatles archives.

“It was such a trip to get back to 3 Savile Row recently and have a look 
around. There are so many special memories within the walls, not to mention 
the rooftop. The team have put together some really impressive plans and I’m 
excited for people to see it when it’s ready,” Paul McCartney said in a statement 
announcing the attraction.

“Wow, it’s like coming home,” Ringo Starr said in a statement.
An opening date for the attraction has not yet been announced.
Interest in the Beatles remains high, with four biopics in production. Peter 

Jackson’s 2021 documentary series, “The Beatles: Get Back,” relied heavily 
on footage filmed during the “Let It Be” recording sessions and of the farewell 
rooftop performance.

In 2023, artificial intelligence helped create the final Beatles recording, the 
song “Now and Then,” which relied on recordings by the original Beatles.

Salim Ahamed’s fifth directorial feature

Newton Cinema makes Cannes market debut
CANNES, France, May 11, 
(PRNewswire): Newton Cinema 
makes its Cannes market debut 
at Marché du Film with a screen-
ing of MAYILAA, directed by 
Semmalar Annam, at Lérins Ci-
néma Club on May 12.

This marks an international 
moment for Newton Cinema as 
it brings an auteur driven slate 
spanning Malayalam, Tamil, 
Hindi, English, French and Ger-
man, built on distinct voices, 
artistic courage and global reso-
nance. Booth: Palais -1, 27.03.

Newton Cinema announces 
LEFTOVER, Salim Ahamed’s 
fifth directorial feature, star-
ring Arjun Radhakrishnan, Za-
rin Shihab, Tanmay Dhanania, 
Shweta Basu Prasad and Ro-
shan Mathew. Written by Salim 
Ahamed and P. V. Shajikumar, 
the film features cinematog-
raphy by Sharan Velayudhan, 
editing by A. Sreekar Prasad, 
music by Christo Xavier, pro-
duction design by Ashik S, 
sound design by Vishnu Go-
vind, costume design by Gay-
athri Kishore and makeup by 
Salam.

Salim Ahamed is best known 
for Adaminte Makan Abu / Abu, 
Son of Adam, which won four 
Indian National Film Awards and 
was India’s official entry to the 
Academy Awards. Earlier films 
include Pathemari, Kunjanan-
thante Kada and And the Oscar 
Goes To…

“LEFTOVER comes from 
silence, memory and moral ur-
gency,” said Salim Ahamed. “It 
carries pain without spectacle, 
dignity without explanation, and 
a shared human experience that 
transcends borders. I am grateful 

to introduce the film to the inter-
national industry with Newton 
Cinema.”

MAYILAA follows its world 
premiere at the International 
Film Festival Rotterdam and 

Audience Award in Toulouse. 
LEFTOVER’s world premiere 
plans will be announced in com-
ing weeks.

Newton Cinema’s Marché 
slate also includes The Gambler, 
directed by Prasanna Vithanage, 
written by Vithanage and Anush-
ka Senanayake, and starring 
Roshan Mathew, Shweta Basu 
Prasad, Prakash Raj, Mahendra 
Perera and Lakshan Abeynay-
ake, with cinematography by Ra-
jeev Ravi, editing by A. Sreekar 
Prasad, music by K and sound 
design by Tapas Nayak; The 
Sorbonne Conspiracy, directed 
by Salim Ahamed; and The Wild 
Hunt, from TIFF alumnus Nithin 
Lukose.

Newton Cinema is in final dis-
cussions with international sales 
representation and Indian distri-
bution partners for the festival 
journeys and theatrical releases 
of LEFTOVER, MAYILAA and 
its slate.

Anto Chittilappilly, Founder, 
CEO and Producer of Newton 
Cinema, said: “We are building 
a home for auteur cinema, for 
filmmakers whose work carries 
a signature and a conscience. 
With LEFTOVER, MAYILAA 
and our upcoming slate, we aim 
to stand with independent film-
makers, protect difficult and nec-
essary stories, and bring voices 
from the margins into world cin-
ema.”

Newton Cinema is an inter-
national production house for 
auteur cinema, independent film-
makers and underrepresented 
voices, with offices in Los An-
geles, San Francisco, Boston, 
Colombo, Sri Lanka, and Kochi, 
India.

PRNewswire photo
Newton Cinema makes Cannes market debut and announces Salim Aha-

med’s fifth directorial feature.
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Poems transcend languages and borders

Chinese and Arab poets deepen literary cooperation in Guangzhou
GUANGZHOU, May 11, (Xinhua): 
Young poets, writers and scholars 
from China and Arab countries have 
gathered in south China’s Guang-
zhou for a poetry festival aimed 
at deepening literary dialogue and 
people-to-people exchanges.

A China-Arab States special 
session of the 2026 International 
Youth Poetry Festival began over 
the weekend in the southern Chi-
nese metropolis, drawing more 
than 40 young poets, sinologists 
and writers from 13 Arab coun-
tries, including Morocco, Syria 
and Egypt, as well as over 40 
young Chinese poets.

The event will run through May 
17. In the coming days, Chinese 
and Arab poets will take part in a 
series of cultural exchange activi-
ties in Guangzhou, Shenzhen and 
Beijing, including poetry readings, 
academic dialogues, poetry semi-
nars and fi eld visits.

“Though separated by thousands 
of miles and different languages, 
the two great poetic traditions of 
China and the Arab world have 
both become roots and souls of 
their civilizations with condensed 
language, profound wisdom, and 
sincere emotion,” said Zhang 
Hongsen, chairman of the China 

Writers Association.
Zhang said he hopes young po-

ets from both sides will draw inspi-
ration from one another while stay-
ing rooted in their own cultures, 
allowing poetry to fl ourish through 
exchanges between tradition and 
modernity, and between the local 
and the global.

For Egyptian poet Yahia Mo-
hamed Wagdy Lotfy Omar, poetry 
can travel across languages and 
borders.

“When I write a line of poetry, 
a friend on the other side of the 
world who speaks a different lan-
guage can still be moved by it and 

understand its poetic language. 
That is poetry,” he said at the event, 
adding that translation serves as 
an important bridge and that such 
gatherings can help poets break 
through their own limitations.

Launched by the China Writers 
Association in 2024, the Interna-
tional Youth Poetry Festival has 
previously held special sessions 
for BRICS countries and China-
Latin America exchanges.

Organizers say the platform is 
growing into an international ven-
ue for young writers to promote lit-
erary dialogue and mutual learning 
among civilizations.

Gemini’s ‘Mona’ handles hiring, orders & inventory Harvest fuels perfume making

AI-driven café in Sweden keeps human barista on the counter

Robot revives ancient calligraphy

China pavilion showcases ‘Dream Stream’ at Venice Art Biennale

VENICE, Italy, May 11, (Xin-
hua): The China pavilion of the 
61st International Art Exhibition 
of La Biennale di Venezia, has at-
tracted interest of visitors recent-
ly, with presentation bridging the 
past and the future.

Since joining the Venice Bien-
nale in 2003, the China pavilion 
has become an important plat-
form for Chinese contemporary 
art to meet international audi-
ence.

Themed as Dream Stream, the 
China pavilion this year tries to 
deliver a sense of crossing time 
and space. The theme was named 
after Dream Stream Essays, an 
encyclopedia written by Shen 
Kuo in China’s Song Dynasty.

The exhibition combines cal-
ligraphy, video, digital art, multi-
media installations and robot dis-
play to present Chinese tradition 
in new forms.

Artist Xu Jiang said “Dream 

Stream” includes elements from 
the treasure house of Chinese cul-
ture which are presented through 
imagination.

One of the highlights was a 
robot which writes the Chinese 
characters of “Dream Stream” 
with a writing brush. Its mechani-
cal arm guides the writing brush 
with rhythm on the paper, show-
ing force and beauty of Chinese 
calligraphy, with visitors gather-
ing around and taking pictures. 

Italian visitor Vanna Rossetti 
said Chinese calligraphy moved 
her deeply, calling it “a beautiful 
form of communication.”

Italian Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of Infrastructure 
and Transport Matteo Salvini 
said he admired Chinese cul-
ture and praised the exhibition 
as “wonderful,” noting that it 
showed both China’s historical 
culture and its vision for the fu-
ture. 

After receiving a robot-writ-
ten calligraphy work of “Dream 
Stream,” he said he liked the fra-
grance of Chinese ink and would 
place the work in his offi ce.

Laura Fincato, former Italian 
deputy foreign minister, said the 
China pavilion refl ects openness, 
dialogue and connection, as well 
as the creativity of the artists. She 
said art and culture remain im-
portant forces in building bridges 
when the world needs more com-

munication and mutual under-
standing.

Li Xiaoyong, charge d’affaires 
of the Chinese Embassy in Italy, 
said China and Italy, both ancient 
civilizations, will continue to 
deepen exchanges in art, cultur-
al heritage protection and other 
fi elds, strengthening the people-
to-people exchanges for the de-
velopment of bilateral ties.

The exhibition of the China pa-
vilion will last till November.

Afghan farmers turn fields 
of poppy into fields of roses
DARA-I-NUR, Afghanistan, May 
10, (Xinhua): With its beautiful 
landscape and virgin nature, suitable 
for cultivating rose fl owers, Dara-i-
Nur district in eastern Afghanistan’s 
Nangarhar province is rapidly be-
coming a rose hub in the country’s 
eastern region, as many farmers are 
turning to rose farming as a source of 
income.

They believe that the rose planta-
tion is easier and more profi table than 
poppy growing.

“Rose farming is a profi table busi-
ness and a good alternative to poppy. 
This business needs support and de-
velopment,” Ahmad Siar, a farmer, 
told Xinhua in his rose farm.

While collecting rose fl owers from 
his farm in the Dara-i-Nur district, he 
said with joy that he is satisfi ed with 
the earnings from his work and busi-
ness.

Around eight rose-collecting cent-
ers have been established in Dara-i-
Nur district, the farmer said, adding 
that some 50,000 kilograms of rose 
petals had been collected so far this 
year.

“The farmers, after collecting 
their rose petals, transport them to 
the collecting centers and from there 
shift them to the factory to make 
perfume and export overseas,” Siar 
said.

Situated in a mountainous terrain 
and covered by trees, the lush green 
but isolated Dara-i-Nur district has 
been gaining popularity with the in-
creasing rose farming culture over 
the past few years.

Although the remote district is un-
derdeveloped, the scent of roses has 
turned it into a leisure spot for people 

living in adjoining areas.
“I used to farm poppies, but now 

cultivate roses, which gives reason-
able benefi t compared to poppies 
-- along with their fragrance and a 
refreshing effect on your mood,” 
another farmer, Nasim Khan, said, 
advocating rose plantation as a profi t-
able source of livelihood.

Ehsanullah Irfan, also a farmer, 
told Xinhua that rose farming has cre-
ated job opportunities for numerous 
people to earn a livelihood and sup-
port their families.

“About 1,500 people are working 
in the rose farms, collecting petals 
and earning daily wages,” Irfan said, 
adding that people are happy with 
their incomes.

STOCKHOLM, May 11, (AP): The 
coffee might be poured by a human 
hand, but behind the counter some-
thing far less traditional is calling 
the shots at an experimental cafe in 
Stockholm.

San Francisco-based startup An-
don Labs has put an artifi cial intel-
ligence agent nicknamed “Mona” 
in charge at the eponymous Andon 
Café in the Swedish capital. While 
human baristas still brew the coffee 
and serve the orders, the AI agent - 
powered by Google’s Gemini - over-
sees almost every other aspect of the 
business, from hiring staff to manag-
ing inventory. 

It is not clear how long the experi-
ment will last, but the AI agent ap-
pears to be struggling to turn a profi t 
in Stockholm’s competitive coffee 
trade. The cafe has made more than 
$5,700 in sales since it opened in 
mid-April, but less than $5,000 re-
mains from its original budget of 
$21,000-plus. Much of the cash was 
spent on one-time setup costs, and 
the hope is that it eventually levels 
out and makes money.

Many cafe patrons have found it 
amusing to visit a business that’s run 
by AI. Customers can pick up a tel-
ephone inside the cafe and ask the 
agent questions.

“It’s nice to see what happens if 
you push the boundary,” customer 
Kajsa Norin said. “The drink was 
good.”

Experts say ethical concerns 
abound, ranging from technology’s 
role in humankind’s future to con-
ducting job interviews and judging 
employee performance.

Emrah Karakaya, an associate 
professor of industrial economics at 
Stockholm’s KTH Royal Institute of 
Technology, likened the experiment 
to “opening Pandora’s box” and said 
putting AI in charge can cause many 
problems. What might happen, he 
said, if a customer gets food poison-
ing? Who’s to blame?

“If you don’t have the required 
organizational infrastructure 
around it, and if you overlook these 
mistakes, it can cause harm to peo-
ple, to society, to the environment, 
to business,” Karakaya said. “The 
question is, do we care about this 
negative impact?”

Founded in 2023, Andon Labs is 
an AI safety and research startup that 
says it focuses on “stress-testing” AI 
agents in the real world by giving 
them “real tools and real money.” 
It has worked with ChatGPT maker 
OpenAI, Claude’s Anthropic, Goog-
le DeepMind and Elon Musk’s xAI, 
and the startup says it is preparing 
for a future where “organizations are 
run autonomously by AI.”

The Swedish cafe is billed as a 

“controlled experiment” to explore 
how AI might be deployed going 
forward. 

“AI will be a big part of society in 
the future, and therefore we want to 
make this experiment (to) see what 
ethical questions arise when we 
have AI that employs other people 
and runs a business,” said Hanna Pe-
tersson, a member of Andon Labs’ 
technical staff.

The lab previously held pilots 
that put Anthropic’s Claude AI in 
charge of a vending machine busi-
ness and a San Francisco gift store. 
The vending machine simulation 
revealed some worrying traits: The 
AI agent told customers it would 
issue refunds but never did, and it 
also intentionally lied to suppliers 
about competitor pricing to gain 
leverage.

Mona got to work after it was 

prompted with some basic instruc-
tions, Petersson said. The team told 
it to try to run the cafe profi tably, be 
friendly and easygoing, and fi gure 
out operational details by itself but 
ask for new tools if needed. 

From there it set up contracts for 
electricity and internet, and secured 
permits for food handling and out-
door seating. The agent then ad-
vertised for staff on LinkedIn and 
Indeed, and set up commercial ac-
counts with wholesalers for daily 
bread and bakery orders. It commu-
nicates with the baristas via Slack, 
often messaging them outside of 
working hours, which is a workplace 
no-no in Sweden.

Other problems have arisen, par-
ticularly related to inventory.

The AI agent has placed orders for 
6,000 napkins, four fi rst-aid kits and 
3,000 rubber gloves for the tiny cafe 

- plus canned tomatoes that aren’t 
used in any dish the cafe serves.

And then there’s the bread. 
Sometimes the agent orders far too 
much, while other days it misses 
bakeries’ daily deadlines, forcing 
the baristas to strike sandwiches 
from the menu.

Petersson said the ordering issues 
are likely due to the AI assistant’s 
“limited context window.”

“When old memory of ordering 
stuff is out of the context window, 
she completely forgets what she has 
ordered in the past,” Petersson said.

Barista Kajetan Grzelczak said he 
isn’t worried about being replaced 
by AI just yet.

“All the workers are pretty much 
safe,” he said. “The ones who should 
be worried about their employment 
are the middle bosses, the people in 
management.”

Guests check in at the registration desk. (Xinhua)

Barista Kajetan Grzelczak makes a coffee at Andon Café at the Vasastan neighborhood in Stockholm, Sweden. (AP)

Hanna Petersson, a member of Andon Labs’ technical 
staff, uses a telephone handset to speak with Andon 

Café’s AI agent ‘Mona’ in Stockholm, Sweden. (AP)

A general view of the entrance of the Andon Café at 
the Vasastan neighborhood in Stockholm, Sweden. 

(AP)

A man picks rose petals at a rose garden in Nangarhar province, Afghani-
stan, May 4, 2026. (Xinhua)

A boy is seen among rose petals at 
a rose garden in Dara-i-Nur district 
of Nangarhar province, Afghani-

stan. (Xinhua)

People visit China’s national pavilion in the 61th Venice Biennale in Venice. (Xinhua)
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Pediatricians group fi nds kids of all ages need 
regular recess for physical and mental health
WASHINGTON, May 11, (AP): Recess isn’t just a fun break for grade 
schoolers. It’s crucial to good health and good grades for kids of all ages.

That’s the message from a leading pediatricians group, which just released 
the first new guidance in 13 years about this unstructured time at school and 
how it needs to be protected.

The updated policy statement by the American Academy of Pediatrics 
comes after years of shrinking recesses and worsening children’s health.

The group “has always supported play - free play for kids - but it’s been 
increasingly threatened over time,” partly by the drive for higher test scores, 
said Dr. Robert Murray, a lead author. “It has a very powerful benefit if it’s 
used to the fullest.”

The new guidance, published Monday in the journal Pediatrics, is similar 
to the previous policy statement but cites the latest research on why these 
breaks are essential for kids’ academic success and mental, physical, social 
and emotional growth.

For example, new evidence shows that kids need pauses between concen-
trated bouts of learning so the brain can hold and store the information. Re-
searchers also say recess gives kids a chance to navigate relationships and 
build confidence, which is just as important for older kids as younger ones.

Murray and his colleagues also stressed the importance of physical activity 
in preventing obesity, a condition that now affects about 1 in 5 US children 
and teens.

Given these benefits, they recommend that recess be protected and never 
withheld for academic or punitive reasons, as sometimes happens in schools.

“If the child is disruptive or rude and disrespectful, recess is one of the 
things that teachers use to punish kids,” Murray said, adding that students 

struggling with behavioral issues or grades are often the ones who need recess 
most.

But those students aren’t the only ones losing out. Recess has been waning 
for all kids. Since the mid-2000s, up to 40% of school districts nationally have 
reduced or eliminated recess, according to data from the group Springboard 
to Active Schools in collaboration with the US Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention.

Today, the duration of recess varies widely across US schools, ranging 
from less than 10 minutes to more than an hour a day, the pediatrics group 
said. Older kids generally get less time than younger ones.

Ideally, studies show, kids should get a minimum of 20 minutes a day and 
multiple breaks. In other countries such as Denmark, Japan and the United 
Kingdom, students get breaks after every 45 minutes to 50 minutes of class-
room instruction.

“They should get a long enough period of time where they can de-stress and 
blow off steam and prepare for the next class,” Murray said.

Dr. Lauren Fiechtner, a childhood obesity expert at Mass General Brigham 
for Children in Boston, said she’s glad about the updated recess recommenda-
tions. She’s seen the importance of recess as both a doctor and mother of two. 
She recalled how her 8-year-old son learned how to play basketball at recess 
and now loves the game.

Fiechtner, who wasn’t involved in creating the guidance, agrees with the 
recommendation that middle and high school students need recess, too.

“As kids get older, they’re more on their screens. So it’s really helpful, I 
think, for outdoor activity and recess to be happening,” she said. “Recess is 
great. We all kind of need recess.”

Whittier Elementary School students enjoy recess on Oct 18, 2022 in 
Mesa, Ariz. (AP)

Alliance launched in Malaysia to enhance regional collaboration in rare disease care

AI screening tool gives pathologists ‘super vision’ to detect hidden cancers: study
SYDNEY, May 11, (Xinhua): Scientists in Australia have developed an ar-
tificial intelligence (AI) screening tool, giving pathologists “super vision” to 
detect hidden cancer markers in routine tissue samples.

Researchers at Australia’s QIMR (Queensland Institute of Medical Research) 
Berghofer Medical Research Institute showed how the machine learning tool, STi-
mage, used spatial biology analysis to accurately predict breast, skin and kidney 
cancers and a liver immune disease, while also assessing prognosis and treatment 
response, said a QIMR Berghofer statement released Wednesday.

The study, published in Nature Communications, found the tool was reli-
able, low-cost and rapidly generated results that were easy for pathologists to 
interpret, the statement said.

The breakthrough could usher in a new era of digital pathology and pre-
cision medicine, enabling faster and more accurate diagnoses, personalized 
treatments and improved access to specialist care in remote areas, it said.

“It’s like giving pathologists the super resolution vision of Superman or 
Superwoman to scan millions of invisible biomarkers in a tiny tissue sample to 
find the two or three that are showing signs of cancer,” said QIMR Berghofer 
Associate Professor Quan Nguyen, who led development of the tool.

“It makes a diagnostic prediction and mathematically computes the level 
of certainty about the result,” Nguyen said, adding the tool is designed to as-
sist, not replace, pathologists, and could provide “extra information about cell 
types and genetic activity that they can’t see with their own eyes.”

Spatial biology provides insights not accessible through standard pathol-
ogy, the team said, hoping the STimage tool could be part of clinical practice 
within two years. 

Also:
KUALA LUMPUR: The Human Genome Project II Rare Disease Alliance of the 

Asia-Pacific Region (HGP2 RaDiAnce-APAC) was launched here on Sunday 
to advance regional collaboration in rare disease care.

The launch meeting brought together clinical experts, researchers in genom-
ics, and representatives from public health and policy sectors from 10 APAC 
countries, including Malaysia, Vietnam, Thailand, Pakistan, Indonesia, Nepal, 

China, the Philippines, Cambodia, and India.
The alliance, co-initiated by China’s BGI Group and 

regional partners from across the Asia-Pacific, aims to 
strengthen regional collaboration in rare disease diagno-
sis, research in genomics, capacity building and public 
health response, while addressing persistent gaps in di-
agnostic capacity, uneven access to precision medicine, 
and fragmented standards and experience-sharing across 
the Asia-Pacific region.

During the event, alliance members signed the Joint 
Declaration of the HGP2 RaDiAnce-APAC Initiative, 
reaffirming their shared commitment to advancing re-
gional collaboration in rare disease care.

Nor Fariza Binti Ngah, deputy director-general of health (research and 
technical support) at the Malaysian Ministry of Health, said that stronger 
regional cooperation on rare diseases across the Asia-Pacific is of great 
importance.

Zilfalil Bin Alwi, professor of medical genetics and senior consultant pedia-
trician and clinical geneticist at Universiti Sains Malaysia, said the diversity 
and inclusiveness of the alliance demonstrate the significance of the initiative.

Hou Yong, general manager of BGI Genomics, a subsidiary of BGI Group, 
said that HGP2 RaDiAnce-APAC will help advance the standardization, intel-
ligent transformation, and equitable accessibility of rare disease diagnosis and 

treatment across the Asia-Pacific region.
Thong Meow Keong, professor at Universiti Tunku Abdul Rahman and 

visiting consultant clinical geneticist at University Malaya Medical Centre, 
said that the Asia-Pacific region is currently advancing the HGP2, focusing on 
the development of rare disease diagnosis, genetic technology, and precision 
public health.

With millions of people worldwide affected by rare diseases, he expressed 
his expectation that genetic technology and artificial intelligence will drive the 
transformation of healthcare systems in the field of rare diseases. 

❑     ❑     ❑

COLOMBO: Patients in Sri Lanka suffering from cancer, kidney and liver dis-
eases are facing increasing difficulties in accessing essential medicines amid 
a widening drug shortage, local media Daily Mirror reported Friday, citing a 
health expert.

Chamal Sanjeewa, chairman of the Doctors’ Trade Union Alliance for Med-
ical and Civil Rights, said the shortage has also affected patients receiving 
treatment for chronic non-communicable illnesses and those awaiting surgical 
procedures, with limited supplies disrupting critical treatment.

He said a combination of economic and regulatory factors has contributed to 
the situation. These include delays in the registration of certain pharmaceutical 
products, the weakening of the Sri Lankan rupee against the US dollar, and 
rising inflation, all of which have increased the cost of imports.

Existing government price controls have further discouraged some suppliers 
from importing medicines, as controlled prices have reduced the commercial 
viability of certain drugs.

As a result, some overseas suppliers have been unable to maintain regular 
shipments, leading to supply shortages in the local market.

Nguyen

Passengers are sprayed with disinfectant by Spanish government offi cials before boarding a plane after disem-
barking from the hantavirus-stricken cruise ship MV Hondius at Tenerife airport in the Canary Islands, Spain on 

May 10. (AP)

2 passengers test positive for hantavirus as third
shows symptoms after cruise ship evacuation

THE HAGUE, Netherlands, May 
11, (AP): A French woman and two 
Americans tested positive or showed 
symptoms of hantavirus Monday as 
nations around the world scrambled 
to repatriate passengers from a cruise 
ship hit by an outbreak and quaran-
tine or isolate them.

Passengers from the ship began 
flying home aboard military and 
government planes Sunday after the 
vessel anchored in the Canary Is-
lands. Personnel in full-body protec-
tive gear and breathing masks had 
escorted the travelers from ship to 
shore in Tenerife in an effort that was 
continuing Monday.

The French woman tested posi-
tive for hantavirus and her health 
worsened in the hospital overnight, 
French Health Minister Stephanie 
Rist said Monday. The woman was 
among five French passengers repa-
triated Sunday to Paris from the MV 
Hondius. She developed symptoms 
on the flight to Paris, Rist told public 
broadcaster France-Inter.

One the 17 American passengers 
evacuated from the ship and flown 
to Nebraska also tested positive for 
the hantavirus but is not showing 
any symptoms, and another had mild 
symptoms, U.S. health officials said 
late Sunday. The flight landed in the 
early hours of Monday morning and 
stopped near awaiting buses and po-
lice vehicles.

The Americans would first be taken 
to the University of Nebraska Medical 
Center, which has a federally funded 
quarantine facility, to assess whether 
they have been in close contact with 
any symptomatic people and their risk 

levels for spreading the virus.
“One passenger will be transported 

to the Nebraska Biocontainment Unit 
upon arrival, while other passengers 
will go to the National Quarantine 
Unit for assessment and monitoring. 
The passenger who is going to the 
Biocontainment Unit tested positive 
for the virus but does not have symp-
toms,” said Kayla Thomas, a spokes-
person for the Nebraska Medicine 
hospital that will help care for the 
passengers.

The medical school also has a 
special unit for treating people with 
highly infectious diseases that was 
used early in the pandemic for CO-
VID-19 patients and previously for 
Ebola patients.

The World Health Organization 
recommended close monitoring of 
the former passengers, and many 
countries quarantined them.

Earlier, officials from the Spanish 
Health Ministry, the World Health 
Organization and the cruise compa-
ny Oceanwide Expeditions had said 
none of the more than 140 people 
who were then on the Hondius had 
shown symptoms of the virus.

All of the passengers were es-
corted Sunday from the ship to shore 
by personnel in full-body protective 
gear and breathing masks. The planes 
arriving in Tenerife were to fly out 
passengers from more than 20 coun-
tries in an evacuation effort that was 
running into Monday.

Three people have died since the 
outbreak began, and five people who 
left the ship earlier were infected.

WHO Director-General Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus has stressed 

that the general public should not be 
worried about the outbreak. “This is 
not another COVID. And the risk to 
the public is low. So they shouldn’t 
be scared, and they shouldn’t panic,” 
he said Sunday.

Hantavirus usually spreads from 
rodent droppings and is not easily 
transmitted between people. But the 
Andes virus detected in the cruise 
ship outbreak may be able to spread 
between people in rare cases. Symp-
toms usually show between one and 
eight weeks after exposure.

WHO is recommending that pas-
sengers’ home countries “have active 
monitoring and follow-up, which 
means daily health checks, either at 
home or in a specialized facility,” 
said Maria van Kerkhove, the organi-
zation’s top epidemiologist.

Numerous countries have said 
their people will be quarantined or 
hospitalized for observation.

Australia is sending a plane, ex-
pected to arrive Monday, to evacu-
ate its people and those from nearby 
countries, such as New Zealand, and 
unspecified Asian countries, said 
Spanish Health Minister Mónica 
García, who added that the evacua-
tion flight was expected to be the last 
to leave Tenerife.

Dutch Foreign Minister Tom 
Berendsen said a second Dutch flight 
Monday would bring back more pas-
sengers from the Netherlands and 
other nations.

Berendsen said the evacuation op-
eration “is based on concern for the 
passengers. But also concern for pub-
lic health, and we try to do that in the 
best way.”

Planes and ships could run on kelp 
someday, but there are serious hurdles
WOODS HOLE, Mass., May 11, 
(AP): Green cells whirl around a red-
light chamber, propelled by a blade 
through bubbling water. These little 
seaweed cells, called gametophytes, 
will develop into a strain of fast-
growing kelp - part of what was once 
a government-funded initiative to de-
velop sustainable biofuels for Ameri-
can transport.

Electricity from solar and wind en-
ergy can power cars, however ships 
and aircraft largely run on liquid fu-
els made with a large percentage of 
oil or gasoline. When burned, those 
emit carbon dioxide, a greenhouse 
gas that causes global warming. Bio-
fuel, refined from organic material 
like plants or algae, is a potential op-
tion to change the fuel makeup.

One kind of biofuel comes from 
kelp. Through a process that uses 
heat and pressure to produce fuel, 
known as hydrothermal liquefaction, 
this humble seaweed could power 
ships and aircraft without any petro-
leum.

“We need other sources of energy 
that are sustainable, we can’t just rely 
on petroleum,” said Scott Lindell, a 
marine scientist at the Woods Hole 
Oceanographic Institution about a 
90-minute drive south of Boston. 
“There’s hardly anything simpler, or 
anything that grows quite as fast and 
as sustainably, as seaweed.”

Existing biofuels, like corn-de-
rived ethanol, primarily work as gas-
oline additives. Corn crops require 
agricultural land, fresh water and 
pesticides while kelp, by contrast, 
can be grown in the ocean with mini-
mal resources.

Although any bioethanol - whether 
produced from corn or kelp - releases 
hazardous gases when burned, such 
as acetaldehyde, these fuels produce 
fewer greenhouse gases overall com-
pared to petroleum-based fuels.

Researchers like Lindell have 
successfully bred kelp varieties that 
in some cases produce up to three 
times more biomass than conven-
tional strains. Yet energy compa-
nies are hesitant to invest in large-
scale aquaculture projects without 
demonstrated demand, and farmers 
are reluctant to scale up without a 
guaranteed buyer, forming a circu-
lar problem that has slowed indus-
try development.

Aquaculture farms today remain 
small, supplying kelp primarily to 
restaurants, cosmetics companies 
and fertilizer producers. Hauke Kite-
Powell, an engineer and economic 
analyst at Woods Hole, said scaling 
kelp production to support a biofuel 
economy would require sustained 
government support, beyond just the 

private sector.
While oil price volatility, driven 

in part by international conflicts such 
as the war in Iran, has led to bursts 
of renewed interest in energy inde-
pendence, government support for 
options like biofuel fluctuates in the 
United States. In 2016, a program run 
by the Department of Energy set out 
to develop tools for kelp-based bio-
fuel production.

The program, known as MARI-
NER - Macroalgae Research In-
spiring Novel Energy Resources 
- consisted of projects ranging 
from developing heat-resistant kelp 
strains that can withstand warming 
oceans to studies on seaweed ge-
nomes. The Department of Energy 
often backs exploratory, high-risk 
high-return projects, and research-
ers involved in MARINER said 
they made progress, such as in-
creasing kelp yields.

The program mirrored a similar 
feasibility-testing venture that began 
in the 1970s, which was swiftly ter-
minated once oil prices stabilized. 
Lindell’s lab, funded by MARINER, 
focused on improving crop yield by 
selectively breeding kelp with de-
sirable qualities - such as nonrepro-
ductive capabilities to prevent in-
terbreeding with wild kelp - so that, 
down the line, farmers could scale up 
their kelp production.

Lindell’s MARINER funding last-
ed six years, finishing in 2024. Since 
then, federal research funding oppor-
tunities have been fewer and delayed. 
But the urgent need for sustainable 
energy remains, he said. “I don’t 
think things have changed incredibly 
since the first oil crisis.”

Farmers note the difficulties of 
finding consistent kelp buyers. Oli-
ver Dixon, a shellfish farmer based 
in Point Judith, Rhode Island, grows 
kelp to supplement his oyster busi-

ness during the winter. As of this 
month, he expects to harvest about 
10,000 pounds (4,500 kilograms) of 
kelp, selling most of it to local restau-
rants and seafood markets.

“The buyers come in and out, 
it’s pretty discouraging,” Dixon 
said. His 9-acre (3.6-hectare) farm 
is hundreds of times smaller than 
what would be needed to produce 
biofuel, and without proven de-
mand from the energy sector, he 
has no plans to expand.

Bren Smith, an ocean farmer and 
co-founder of GreenWave, a nonprof-
it supporting ocean farmers, argues 
that the issue isn’t a lack of demand, 
but instead where kelp makes sense 
economically: Kelp is currently more 
viable in products like cosmetics or 
food, rather than fuel, which remains 
one of its lowest-value uses.

“We’ve made this mistake be-
fore, right?” Smith said, referring 
to large-scale investments in kelp 
research focused on fuel produc-
tion instead of the seaweed’s myri-
ad other uses. “Competing with the 
most technically advanced, sub-
sidized industry on the globe, the 
fossil fuel industry.”

Even with a guaranteed buyer, 
expanding kelp farming would face 
regulatory hurdles, according to 
Kite-Powell. In the United States, 
coastal waters are largely prioritized 
for recreation, fishing and conserva-
tion, making it difficult to obtain per-
mits for large aquaculture projects. 
By contrast, countries in Asia often 
prioritize extensive seaweed farms, 
sometimes covering entire bays.

For now, most U.S. farms remain 
small and nearshore. Dixon said that 
he cannot obtain a permit to keep his 
farm infrastructure in the water year-
round, requiring him to remove his 
lines and anchors each spring and 
reinstall them in the fall.

Oliver Dixon harvests kelp lines in Point Judith, RI, on March 20. (AP)
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McDowell holds firm for third

Gisbergen extends road-course reign at Watkins Glen
WATKINS GLEN, N.Y., May 11, 
(AP): Shane van Gisbergen insists 
his NASCAR road-course domi-
nance is harder than it looks, and that 
he feels “a lot of pressure” to beat the 
best in stock-car racing.

But the Trackhouse Racing driver 
was in another league , schooling the 
stars of the Cup Series at Watkins 
Glen International.

Starting from the pole position, 
van Gisbergen scored his seventh 
Cup Series victory - all on road or 
street courses - and his second con-
secutive on the 2.45-mile track by 
leading 74 of 100 laps in his No. 97 
Chevrolet.

“We weren’t very good in prac-
tice, and then qualifying was amaz-
ing, and then today, what a race car,” 
van Gisbergen said. “And then (crew 
chief) Stephen (Doran) made great 
calls. I wasn’t sure how it was going 
to work, and then to run them down 
like that, it’s very, very special to do 
two in a row.”

Pitting from the lead under green 

with 24 laps remaining, van Gisber-
gen emerged in 24th and was nearly 
30 seconds behind leader Ty Gibbs.

Extending his Cup record of wins 
by a driver born outside the United 
States, the New Zealand native 
needed only 17 laps to retake the 
lead from Gibbs, winning by 7.288 
seconds over Michael McDowell.

“He’s made it pretty clear, espe-
cially at these tracks, he likes to be 
on offense, so we put him there and 
just let him go do his thing,” Doran 
said of the call to make a late stop 
for four tires instead of pitting earlier 
and conserving fuel as many others 
did.

Gibbs fi nished third, followed by 
Chase Briscoe and points leader Ty-
ler Reddick.

McDowell, who started second, 
also had to charge through the pack 
after falling to 27th on his last pit 
stop. He occasionally thought he 
could keep pace with the race winner 
but soon realized van Gisbergen was 
playing possum.

“It felt like he was just pacing 
himself off me, and he’d take back 
off,” McDowell said. “We still got 
a little work to do, but it’s a good 
building block.”

Dating to Mexico City last June, 
van Gisbergen has now won six of 
the past seven races on road or street 
courses in Cup.

“It’s not easy,” van Gisbergen 

said. “Everyone’s really good. Mc-
Dowell was good. Connor (Zilisch) 
was good. Tyler Reddick. There 
were some really good guys and a 
lot of pressure. So just stoked to ex-
ecute every facet of our game. And 
speechless. This is so cool.”

The win by van Gisbergen came a 
day after a win in the O’Reilly Auto 
Parts Series by rookie teammate 
Zilisch, who fi nished 20th Sunday 
after a tire problem late in the race. It 
still was a strong showing for Track-
house, which qualifi ed all three of its 
cars in the top fi ve after compiling 
only four top-10 fi nishes in the fi rst 
11 races.

“Just frustrating because we had a 
really good day going,” Zilisch said. 
“At worst, we were going to get our-
selves our fi rst top fi ve and walk out 
of here with something. But congrats 
to Shane, Trackhouse and everybody 
who makes this happen.”

Chase Elliott is known for avoid-
ing public stances on NASCAR top-
ics, but the eight-time Most Popular 

Driver concluded a Saturday media 
availability by volunteering a strong 
opinion.

With the vote on the NASCAR 
Hall of Fame Class of 2027 set for 
May 19, Elliott made an impas-
sioned plea to elect his uncle Ernie 
Elliott, who built engines for Hall 
of Famer Bill Elliott, Chase’s father. 
Ernie Elliott is on the ballot for the 
fi rst time this year.

“I don’t talk about this stuff a 
lot, but you don’t have to dig very 
far into the Elliott racing story to 
recognize how much of a fam-
ily effort it was,” Chase Elliott 
said. “I don’t think the story has 
the same ending, throughout the 
course of the 1980s and even lead-
ing into my career, without Uncle 
Ernie and what he meant to all of 
us. He’s meant a lot to my career. 
There are a lot of very, very de-
serving names on the list, but he 
is one of the very deserving that 
doesn’t get talked about enough 
for the credit that he deserves.”

Reitan wins first PGA Tour title
Snedeker ends 8-year drought

CHARLOTTE, N.C., May 
11, (AP): Norway’s Kristof-
fer Reitan shot 2-under 69 
on Sunday to earn a two-shot 
win over Rickie Fowler and 
Nicolai Hojgaard at the Tru-
ist Championship for his first 
victory on the PGA Tour.

Reitan, who won twice previ-
ously on the European Tour, fin-
ished at 15-under 269 and secured 
his spot in the Masters next year.

Alex Fitzpatrick, the 54-hole 
leader, finished three shots back after 
shooting 73.

Reitan, a PGA Tour rookie who 
started the round one shot behind 
Fitzpatrick, was even par for the day 
after 13 holes and one shot behind 
Fowler, who surged to the lead after 
shooting 30 on the front nine. 

But Fowler, who started the day 
seven shots behind, couldn’t sustain 
the momentum and shot 65. Reitan 
birdied the reachable par-4 14th and 
the par-5 15th to pull ahead.

Jeeno Thitikul fought off one final 
challenge Sunday and pulled away 
with a pair of late birdies for a 3-un-
der 69 to win the Mizuho Americas 
Open by four shots over Ruoning 
Yin, giving the Thai player her sec-
ond LPGA Tour victory this year.

Thitikul was staked to a two-shot 
lead at the start of the final round. 
Yin managed to rally from four back 
to get within one shot.

The turning point came on the par-
3 16th hole, a two-shot swing when 
Yin fell behind with a bogey, and 
Thitikul made her first birdie on the 
back nine. That made it a three-shot 
lead, and Thitikul added a birdie on 
the final hole at Mountain Ridge.

She also won the Honda LPGA 
Thailand earlier this year, and Thitikul 
now has nine career LPGA titles. This 
is her fourth season with multiple wins 
since joining the LPGA in 2022.

Brandt Snedeker poured in the 
birdies on the back nine and closed 
with a 5-under 66 to win the Myrtle 
Beach Classic on Sunday for his first 
PGA Tour title in nearly eight years, 
earning a surprising spot in the PGA 
Championship.

And now the Presidents Cup 
captain will get a closer look at his 
American players the rest of the 
year. The victory should get him 
into high-profile tournaments the 
45-year-old Snedeker might not 
have been expecting.

Snedeker drove into the right trees 
on the 18th hole at Dunes Golf and 
Beach Club, pitched out to the fair-
way and two-putted from 30 feet for 
bogey.

Mark Hubbard, seeking his first 
PGA Tour win in his 274th start, 
was tied for the lead when he did the 
same thing - a drive into trouble on 
the right, no real option but to pitch 
back to the fairway and a 25-foot par 
to force a playoff that missed. Hub-
bard shot 70.

Lucas Herbert capped off a wire-
to-wire win Sunday at LIV Golf Vir-
ginia by closing with a 3-under 69 
for a four-shot victory over Sergio 
Garcia at Trump National.

Not only was it the first LIV Golf 
win for Herbert, the Australian 
moved up to No. 3 on the points list 
and earned a spot in the U.S. Open. 
It will be his first U.S. Open appear-
ance in three years.

Garcia shot 70 and was runner-up, 
while Bryson DeChambeau closed 
with a 66 to finish third.

Anthony Kim, who won earlier 
this year in Australia, shot a 62 that 
helped his 4Aces team get into a 
playoff, which it won over Fireballs 
for the team title.

Yurav Premlall capped one of the 
most extraordinary performances in 
European tour history when the South 
African ranked No. 598 in the world 
closed with a 9-under 63 to win the 
Catalunya Championship by 14 shots.

It’s the largest margin of victory 
for a sanctioned European tour event 
since Tiger Woods won the 2000 
U.S. Open by 15 shots at Pebble 
Beach.

I think it’s an obvious decision, Arteta

Arsenal survives late scare & VAR drama in title push
LONDON, May 11, (AP): Arsenal 
needed a late goal and an even later, 
dramatic VAR call to stay in control of 
the Premier League title race.

A 1-0 win over relegation-threat-
ened West Ham restored Arsenal’s 
fi ve-point lead over second-place 
Manchester City and came with a huge 
dose of controversy.

Leading thanks to Leandro Tros-
sard’s 83rd-minute goal, Arsenal 
looked like it would be throwing away 
two crucial points - and losing its slim 
advantage in the title race - when West 
Ham substitute Callum Wilson lashed 
a shot over the line following a corner 
in the fi fth minute of stoppage time.

Arsenal’s players complained and 
there was a long video review, which 
spotted West Ham player Pablo had his 
left arm across the face of David Raya 
as the Arsenal goalkeeper attempted 
to get to the ball after the corner was 
swung in.

The referee, Chris Kavanagh, 
looked at the incident on the pitchside 
monitor and chose to rule out the goal.

“I saw the replay now,” Arsenal 
manager Mikel Arteta said, “and I 
think it’s an obvious decision.”

West Ham’s players felt aggrieved, 
with Tomas Soucek complaining that 
video reviews were only brought in to 

look for “big errors.”
“For football, this is a disappointing 

moment,” Soucek said, “and for every 
fan this is not what we want - we want 
goals, we want celebrations. Not to 
wait 10 minutes for a small foul.”

West Ham captain Jarrod Bowen 

added: “I get that you can’t wipe a goal-
keeper out and there’s arms there but 
the keeper’s come out to try and grab 
the ball so ... he’s got to expect some 
contact. It’s a corner kick, it’s physical, 
it’s the Premier League - there’s going 
to be contact and tussles.”

It was a big call with huge ramifi ca-
tions.

It left Arsenal two wins from a fi rst 
league title since 2004, with games 
to come at home to already-relegated 
Burnley and, in the fi nal round, away 
to a Crystal Palace team that might 
fi eld a weakened lineup due to having 
the Conference League fi nal three days 
later.

It also left West Ham a point adrift 
of safety, in third-to-last place with two 
games remaining, while guaranteeing 
another season in the Premier League 
for Nottingham Forest and Leeds.

It was a huge blow to City, which 
has three games left - against Palace 
at home on Wednesday, Bournemouth 
away on May 19 and Aston Villa at 
home on the fi nal day.

Even three wins might not be 
enough for City to pull off a seventh 
title success in Pep Guardiola’s 10-
year reign.

Arsenal is still in sight of a Premier 
League- Champions League double, 
having reached the fi nal of Europe’s 
top competition against Paris Saint-
Germain on May 30.

For Arsenal captain Martin Ode-
gaard, beating West Ham under so 
much pressure was a “big moment for 
us.”

Arsenal goalkeeper David Raya, center, is fouled by West Ham United’s 
Pablo Felipe in the build up to Callum Wilson disallowed goal during the 

English Premier League match in London. (AP)

Al-Ghanim attends team training

Kuwait Club completes 
preparations for final

By Hassan Mosa
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, May 11: Kuwait 
Club will conclude its training ses-
sions this evening as it prepares for 
tomorrow’s fi nal against Cambo-
dia’s Svay Rieng at Jaber Al-Ahmad 
International Stadium in the AFC 
Challenge League.

Kuwait Club has stepped up its 
preparations ahead of the decisive 
clash, as it targets another continen-
tal success after previously winning 
the competition on three occasions.

Head coach Nebojša Jovović 
held a meeting with the play-
ers, stressing the importance of 
correcting mistakes made in the 
quarter-final win over Oman’s Al 
Shabab and the semi-final against 
Kyrgyz side Muras United, while 
also urging maximum focus in the 
final to improve their chances of 
lifting the trophy.

Club honorary president Mar-
zouq Al-Ghanim attended a train-
ing session earlier this week, where 
he boosted the players’ morale 
and called on them to deliver their 
best performance to secure another 
achievement for Kuwait Club.

Several Kuwait Club players also 
called on fans to turn out in large 
numbers, highlighting their crucial 
role in motivating the team during 
the fi nal.

Goalkeeper Khaled Al-Rashidi 
said the squad is looking forward 
to strong fan support on May 13 at 
Jaber Al-Ahmad International Sta-
dium. Ali Hussein and Ibrahim Ka-
mel also emphasized the importance 
of the supporters in pushing the team 
toward victory.

Svay Rieng continues its prepara-
tions at the stadium’s training pitch 
and will hold their fi nal session at 
Jaber Stadium today.

The pre-match press conference 
will also take place today at Jaber 
Al-Ahmad International Stadium, 
featuring a coach and player from 
each side, along with the offi cial 
technical meeting.

Kuwait Club player attends training 
session.

Kristoffer Reitan, of Norway, poses with the trophy after winning the Truist Championship golf tournament at the 
Quail Hollow Club in Charlotte, N.C. (AP)

Shane Van Gisbergen celebrates after winning a NASCAR Cup Series auto 
race, Sunday in Watkins Glen, N.Y. (AP)

Shanto’s resilient 58 extends Bangladesh lead over Pakistan
DHAKA, Bangladesh, May 11, (AP): Skipper 
Najmul Hossain Shanto and Mominul Haque hit 
resolute half-centuries as Bangladesh reached 
152-3 on rain-hit Day 4 of the fi rst cricket test 
against Pakistan on Monday.

Bangladesh’s lead grew to 179 runs, keeping it 
on course to push for a result on the fi nal day after 
bad light forced an early end to play with Shanto 
unbeaten on 58 and Mushfi qur Rahim on 16.

Shanto, who struck a fl uent century in the fi rst 
innings, put on a 105-run partnership with Mo-

minul for the third wicket to keep Bangladesh on 
the front foot after the host slumped to 23-2 in the 
morning session.

Mominul followed his 91 with 56 in the second 
innings, extending his rich form with fi ve half-
centuries in a row.

Play was stopped for more than three hours 
because of rain. After resuming at seven for no 
loss, Bangladesh received an early blow when 
Mahmudul Hasan was trapped leg-before-wicket 
by pacer Mohammad Abbas for fi ve.

Pacer Hasan Ali dismissed Shadman Islam for 
10, with Saud Shakeel taking a catch at gully after 
the batter was surprised by the extra bounce.

In a repeat of their fi rst innings rearguard, Mo-
minul and Shanto showed resolve to frustrate Paki-
stan’s attack, keeping Bangladesh on course to set a 
challenging fi nal innings target for the visitors.

They also came together in the fi rst innings to share 
170 runs when Bangladesh was struggling at 31-2.

Mominul survived two chances before edging a 
delivery from pacer Shaheen Shah Afridi behind 

the wicket.
Shanto played an almost fl awless innings and 

raised his sixth test half-century off 90 balls with 
a single to mid-off off Afridi.

He and Mushfi qur Rahim then safely dealt with 
remaining overs to deny Pakistan any further 
breakthroughs.

Bangladesh earlier was bowled out for 413 in 
its fi rst innings, before taking a 27-run lead, dis-
missing Pakistan for 386 with offspinner Mehidy 
Hasan taking fi ve wickets.

UEFA gives Letexier Europa final

Siebert gets Arsenal-PSG in CL
final after missing out on WC

NYON, Switzerland, May 11, (AP): 
German referee Daniel Siebert was 
picked Monday by UEFA for the 
Champions League fi nal after FIFA 
left him off its World Cup list.

The game between Arsenal and 
Paris Saint-Germain on May 30 at 
Puskas Arena in Budapest will be 
Siebert’s 10th in the Champions 
League this season - and the third 
straight round he will have worked 
an Arsenal match.

Siebert handled Arsenal’s 1-0 
wins at Sporting Lisbon in the 
quarterfi nals fi rst leg, and at home 
to Atletico Madrid in the semifi nals 
second leg.

He refereed PSG once this sea-
son, in a league phase game at Ath-
letic Bilbao that ended 0-0.

In his nine Champions League 
games this season Siebert has 
shown two red cards and awarded 
just one penalty kick.

FIFA did take Seibert to the 
2022 World Cup in Qatar where 
he worked two group-stage games, 
Tunisia-Australia and Ghana-Uru-
guay. He was not picked for the 
2026 tournament in North America, 
with FIFA selecting his fellow Ger-
man Felix Zwayer. 

Siebert worked at the past two 
European Championships, handling 
a total of fi ve games.

The Women’s Champions 
League fi nal between Barcelona 
and OL Lyonnes will be refereed 
by Tess Olofsson of Sweden. The 
game is on May 23 in Oslo, Nor-
way. Olofsson worked the women’s 
fi nal at the 2024 Paris Olympics 

tournament, won by the United 
States 1-0 against Brazil.

French referee François Letexier, 
who handled the men’s Euro 2024 
fi nal, was picked by UEFA for the 
Europa League fi nal. Aston Villa 
will play Freiburg on May 20 in 
Istanbul.

The Conference League fi nal be-
tween Crystal Palace and Rayo Val-
lecano on May 27 in Leipzig, Ger-
many, will be refereed by Maurizio 
Mariani of Italy. Mariani worked 
the Champions League quarterfi -
nals, second-leg game at Anfi eld 
last month where he awarded a 
penalty to Liverpool against PSG 
then overruled himself after a video 
review.

Letexier and Mariani are both 
among the 52 referees FIFA is tak-
ing to the World Cup where 104 
games will be played in the United 
States, Canada and Mexico from 
June 11 to July 19.

Referee Daniel Siebert speaks to 
Atletico Madrid’s Robin Le Nor-
mand during a Champions League 
semifinal, second leg, soccer 
match between Arsenal FC and At-

letico Madrid in London. (AP)
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Marseille moves into sixth place after gritty win at Le Havre

PSG edges closer to Ligue 1 title, Champions League race intensifies
PARIS, May 11, (AP): Désiré Doué’s late goal earned 
Paris Saint-Germain a 1-0 home win over Brest  and all 
but sealed a record-extending 14th Ligue 1 title.

PSG leads second-place Lens by six points and only 
needs a draw when they meet in their rescheduled game 
on Wednesday, after which comes the fi nal round next 
Sunday.

If PSG loses twice and Lens wins both its matches, 
Lens could mathematically win the title on goal differ-
ence but PSG has a far superior goal difference of +44 
compared to +29.

Doué picked up a pass on the left side of the penalty 
area and skipped past three players before bending a fi ne 
shot into the bottom right corner in the 83rd minute of a 
mostly dull contest.

With heavy rain falling at Parc des Princes, the game 
was briefl y held up in the fi rst half when a technical glitch 
prevented communication between referee Jérôme Bri-
sard and his assistants.

Lens beat Nantes 1-0 , guaranteeing a spot in next 
season’s Champions League and relegating eight-time 
French champion Nantes to Ligue 2.

The top three earn an automatic place in next season’s 
Champions League and the last spot will be contested by 
Lille, Lyon and Rennes next Sunday.

Lille is in third after grinding out a 1-0 win at Monaco 
courtesy of an own-goal from Monaco captain Denis Za-
karia with 20 minutes left.

That moved Lille one point ahead of Lyon, which 
lost 2-1 at Toulouse, and two points clear of fifth-
place Rennes, which rallied to a 2-1 win against Paris 
FC. 

Esteban Lepaul netted his league-leading 20th goal 

of the season for Rennes, which goes to Marseille next 
weekend.

Auxerre moved out of 16th place and the relega-
tion-playoff spot after a 2-1 home win over Nice, 
which in turn dropped to 16th with a worse goal dif-
ference.

Lassine Sinayoko got Auxerre’s winning goal midway 
through the second half.

Nice has the easier-looking game next weekend be-
cause it hosts last-place Metz - which lost 4-0 at home 
to midtable Lorient - while Auxerre has a daunting trip 
to Lille.

Le Havre survived on the fi nal day last season and fac-
es a repeat scenario because it is only one point ahead of 
Nice and Auxerre. Le Havre has a diffi cult game coming 
up at Lorient, which is strong at home.

Marseille moved into sixth place after a gritty 1-0 win 
at Le Havre thanks to forward Mason Greenwood’s sec-
ond-half penalty.

Veteran Marseille striker Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang 
was absent from the squad following an alleged prank at 
the club’s training facility. Media reports said he doused 
Bob Tahri - the club’s sports coordinator - with a fi re ex-
tinguisher. 

Marseille’s chaotic season began with key midfi elder 
Adrien Rabiot and forward Jonathan Rowe being sold af-
ter fi ghting in the locker room following an opening-day 
defeat at Rennes.

Still, Marseille can fi nish fi fth on goal difference if it 
next beats Rennes in a match pitting Marseille’s coach 
Habib Beye against his former club.

Angers assured its safety by drawing 1-1 at home with 
Strasbourg.

Austin draws with Minnesota United

McGlynn scores in each half to 
spark Dynamo to win over LAFC
LOS ANGELES, May 11, (AP): Jack 
McGlynn scored a goal in each half and 
the Houston Dynamo thumped Los An-
geles FC 4-1.

McGlynn used an assist from Law-
rence Ennali in the 25th minute to score 
on a shot from well outside the box, 
giving Houston a 
1-0 lead. It was Mc-
Glynn’s fi rst goal af-
ter scoring a career-
high six times last 
season. 

Guilherme Santos 
scored off a free kick 
in the 34th minute 
for a two-goal lead. 
The fi rst-year mid-
fi elder has six goals 
in 11 matches.

McGlynn had a shot from nearly the 
same spot hit the far post, also in the 
42nd, and Nathan Ordaz answered for 
LAFC three minutes later to cut it to 
2-1 at halftime. McGlynn was booked 
for a yellow card in the fourth minute of 
stoppage time.

Stephen Eustáquio notched his third 
assist in seven appearances on Ordaz’s 
second goal, and Jacob Shaffelburg 
picked up his second in fi ve outings this 
season and his 15th in 134 appearances. 
Ordaz has found the net eight times in 
67 matches.

Mateusz Bogusz got a second chance to 
score in the 51st minute, using his left foot 
to fi nd the net for the second time for a 3-1 
lead. Bogusz scored 18 goals in 60 appear-
ances with LAFC from 2023-24.

McGlynn gave the Dynamo a three-
goal lead in the 55th with assists from 
Ennali and Santos, who already has fi ve 
helpers. Ennali collected his fi rst two 
assists of the campaign.

Jonathan Bond fi nished with fi ve 
saves for Houston (6-5-0), which im-
proves to 2-3-1 on the road.

Hugo Lloris saved two shots for 
LAFC (6-3-3), which drops to 4-2-1 at 
home. Lloris entered with eight shut-
outs through his fi rst 10 starts, posting 
three more clean sheets than any other 
keeper in the league.

The Dynamo have gone 5-2-1 in the 

last eight matchups, holding LAFC 
scoreless in fi ve of them.

LAFC beat the Dynamo 2-0 in Hous-
ton to close out February.

Christian Ramírez scored in the 79th 
minute after Minnesota United had just 
grabbed the lead, helping Austin FC 
earn a 2-2 draw .

Ramírez took a pass from Facundo 
Torres and scored two minutes after 
Joaquín Pereyra found the net to put 
Minnesota United up 2-1. It was the 
fourth goal for Ramírez, equaling his 
total last season. Torres notched his 
sixth assist, matching his total from last 
season and four off his career high. 

Myrto Uzuni scored on a penalty 
kick in the 14th minute to give Austin 
an early lead. Uzuni has scored in three 
straight matches and has four goals on 
the season. The PK was awarded after 
a foul on Minnesota United defender 
Nectarios Triantis.

Kelvin Yeboah missed two cracks at 
a PK in the 22nd minute for Minnesota 
United. Brad Stuver made a save on 
the fi rst attempt, but Tomás Chancalay 
corraled the rebound and scored. The 
goal was waived off after fouls on both 
teams caused a do-over for Yeboah that 
hit the crossbar.

Defender Anthony Markanich scored 
for the fourth time this season, fi nding 
the net on a header in the 69th minute. 
James Rodríguez subbed into the match 
in the 63rd minute before picking up his 
fi rst assist in his fi fth career appearance 
and Wil Trapp, who entered with Rodrí-
guez, snagged his fi rst of the season.

Rodríguez added a second assist, set-
ting up Pereyra. It was the fi rst goal for 
Pereyra after netting six last year in his 
fi rst full season in the league.

Drake Callender stopped three shots 
on goal for Minnesota United (6-3-3), 
which had won fi ve of its last six enter-
ing play.

Stuver had three saves for Austin (3-
4-5), which was coming off back-to-
back 2-0 victories.

Minnesota United was booked for 
fi ve yellow cards, four in the fi rst half. 

Austin played Minnesota United to a 
2-2 draw at home in the season opener.

Knicks storm back to East finals as
Wolves even series; Wemby ejected

New York rains down 3-pointers

PHILADELPHIA, May 
11, (AP): Jalen Brunson, 
Josh Hart and the New 
York Knicks are back 
in the Eastern Confer-
ence finals, tying the NBA 
postseason record with 
25 3-pointers in front of a 
raucous crowd rooting for 
the road team and roll-
ing past the Philadelphia 
76ers 144-114 to sweep the 
second-round series.

Deuce McBride started in 
place of the injured OG An-
unoby and hit seven 3-pointers, 
going 4 for 4 in the first quarter 
when the Knicks had another 
record with 11, and scored 25 
points. Brunson had 22 points 
and Hart and Karl-Anthony 
Towns each scored 17 in the 
Knicks’ latest lopsided playoff 
victory.

The Knicks’ 19.4 point-per-
game margin of victory is the larg-
est through two rounds since the 
playoffs went to 16 teams in 1984.

The Knicks advanced to the 
East finals for the second straight 
season and will play the winner of 
the Cleveland-Detroit series. The 
Pistons lead 2-1.

The Knicks last season reached 
the conference finals for the first 
time in 25 years before losing to 

Indiana. The Knicks then fired 
coach Tom Thibodeau and re-
placed him with Mike Brown, who 
has guided them to seven straight 
playoff wins, starting with the last 
three games against Atlanta.

 Game 4 was a laugher from 
the tip, with the Knicks using the 
3-point arc as a starting point for 
their personal pop-a-shot game.

With Knicks fans on their feet 
and exclaiming “Deuuuce,” Mc-
Bride hit one, two, three, four - 
four! - 3-pointers in succession for 
a 20-6 lead and the Sixers were al-
ready on their heels. McBride be-
came the first Knick (since play-

by-play tracking began in 1997) to 
hit four 3s in the first quarter of a 
playoff game.

New York’s 3-point records 
were just heating up. 

Timberwolves 114, Spurs109  
In Minneapolis, Anthony Ed-

wards had 16 of his 36 points 
in the fourth quarter to help the 
Minnesota Timberwolves even 
their second-round NBA playoff 
series against the San Antonio 
Spurs with victory following the 
stunning ejection of star Victor 
Wembanyama early in the second 
quarter of Game 4 .

Naz Reid took the fateful el-

bow to the neck from a frustrated 
Wembanyama and finished with 
15 points and nine rebounds to 
help the Timberwolves finish 
strong after some shaky stretches.

Edwards hit a 27-footer to bring 
the Wolves within 94-91, turning 
to shout at the crowd for some 
help down the stretch as the Spurs 
quickly called timeout. His catch-
and-shoot 3-pointer from the wing 
with 5:12 left put them up 98-
97, their first lead since midway 
through the third quarter.

Then the big men went to work 
without Wembanyama patrol-
ling the paint. Rudy Gobert got a 
three-point play with 3:02 left off 
a slick feed from Reid and later 
threw down a dunk for a 107-101 
lead with 1:56 to go after a pass 
from Julius Randle. Gobert had 11 
points and 13 rebounds.

Reid’s follow shot with 40 
seconds left gave the Wolves a 
seven-point lead, before Dylan 
Harper had a rebound, a drawn 
foul, a steal, and two free throws 
to help the Spurs pull within three. 
Ayo Dosunmu sank two foul shots 
with 9.8 seconds left to put the 
game out of reach and tie the se-
ries at two games apiece.

San Antonio hosts Game 5 on 
Tuesday, with Wembanyama’s 
status to be determined by the 
league following the Flagrant 2 
foul call and automatic ejection he 
was levied for the excessive con-
tact to Reid.

One month to go

World Cup preparations gather momentum
MEXICO CITY, May 11, (Xinhua): With one 
month remaining before the FIFA World Cup 
kicks off in Mexico City, organizers across the 
three host countries are fi nalizing stadium prepa-
rations and security planning, while teams moni-
tor injuries ahead of squad selections.

The June 11-July 19 tournament will be 
the fi rst World Cup to feature 48 teams, with 
matches in 16 cities across the United States, 
Canada and Mexico. Here are some of the key 
talking points as the buildup enters its fi nal 
stretch.

Stadiums
Host cities are racing to ensure match venues and 

key infrastructure are ready for the tournament.
At Miami’s Hard Rock Stadium, crews face 

a tight schedule to remove temporary facilities 
used for this month’s Formula One Grand Prix 
and adapt the complex to FIFA requirements, 
while workers in New Jersey are installing a 
temporary grass pitch over MetLife Stadium’s 
artifi cial surface.

In Mexico City, renovation work contin-
ues at Estadio Azteca, which is due to stage 
the opening match on June 11. The stadium 
has faced legal and operational complications 
linked to its refurbishment - notably a dispute 
over luxury box access rights and construction 
delays - although organizers continue to say it 
will be ready in time.

Mexico City International Airport is also still 
undergoing redevelopment ahead of the tour-
nament, with authorities saying last month that 
work was about 70% complete.

Ticket Sales
FIFA President Gianni Infantino has defended 

ticket prices after seats for the fi nal in New Jersey 
were listed for more than two million U.S. dollars 
on the governing body’s resale platform.

“If somebody buys a ticket for the fi nal for 
two million dollars I will personally bring him 
a hot dog and a Coke to make sure that he has a 
great experience,” Infantino told reporters ear-
lier this month.

He said the resale listings did not refl ect the 
original ticket prices and argued FIFA’s pric-
ing was consistent with other major sporting 
events in the United States.

FIFA has not provided a recent update on over-
all ticket sales, although it released additional 
batches of tickets in April and May through “last-
minute sales” phases. Secondary market data 
shows tickets remain available for many matches.

Security
Security planning has intensifi ed across the 

three host countries in recent months.
Mexican President Claudia Sheinbaum said 

in March that nearly 100,000 security person-
nel would be deployed across Mexico City, 
Guadalajara and Monterrey during the tour-
nament, with authorities increasing patrols 
around airports, hotels and fan zones.

Canada’s public safety ministry announced 
additional funding in April for World Cup se-
curity preparations, including support for po-
licing, border management and emergency co-
ordination in host cities.

The ministry said up to 145 million Canadi-
an dollars (105 million U.S. dollars) would be 
made available to support safety and security 
operations during the tournament.

In the United States, federal agencies are 
continuing to coordinate preparations through 
the White House task force established for the 
World Cup.

Iran 
Iran’s football federation has confi rmed the 

country will take part in the competition de-

spite questions over entry requirements for 
some players and offi cials.

The federation said it had asked the Unit-
ed States, Canada and Mexico to guarantee 
visas, security and respectful treatment for 
Iranian players, officials and national sym-
bols.

Iranian offi cials have also sought assurances 
that players and staff who completed manda-
tory military service with the Revolutionary 
Guard would be allowed to enter the host coun-
tries without diffi culty.

Infantino has previously said Iran would 
play in the tournament as scheduled.

Iran has been drawn in Group G and is due to 
open its campaign against New Zealand in Los 
Angeles on June 15. It will then face Belgium 
at the same venue on June 21 and Egypt in Se-
attle on June 26.

Injuries 
Teams are monitoring the fi tness of key 

players before FIFA’s June 2 deadline for fi nal 
World Cup squads.

Federations must fi rst submit preliminary 
lists of between 35 and 55 names, including 
four goalkeepers, before selecting fi nal squads 
of between 23 and 26.

Injuries have already ruled several high-pro-
fi le players out of the tournament, with Brazil 
hit particularly hard. Defender Eder Militao 
and forward Rodrygo will miss out with knee 
injuries, while goalkeeper Alisson Becker re-
mains a doubt because of a recurring hamstring 
problem.

Meanwhile, Brazil’s all-time leading scorer 
Neymar is still trying to regain fi tness after a 
series of injuries that have kept him out of the 
national team since October 2023.

France forward Hugo Ekitike and Nether-
lands midfi elder Xavi Simons will also miss 
the tournament with Achilles and knee injuries, 
respectively.

Others are battling to be fi t for the compe-
tition. Spain winger Lamine Yamal and Egypt 
forward Mohamed Salah are nursing ham-
string injuries but are expected to be ready in 
time, while France striker Kylian Mbappe has 
returned to training after a muscle injury. En-
ditem

New York Knicks’ Karl-Anthony Towns, left, tries to dunk against Phila-
delphia 76ers’ Andre Drummond during the second half of Game 4 in 
a second-round NBA basketball playoffs series  in Philadelphia. (AP)

In this file photo, the newly completed 7,000 
seats (grey area) in the south end of BMO 
Field are shown as part of the stadium’s up-
grades ahead of hosting six FIFA World Cup 

2026 matches in Toronto, Ontario. (AP)

 McGlynn

PSG’s Lucas Beraldo, left, and Brest’s Pathe Mboup jump for the ball during the French League One soccer match 
between Paris Saint Germain and Brest in Paris, France. (AP)



ARAB TIMES, TUESDAY, MAY 12, 2026 16

Sports
 KUNA photo

The President of the Olympic Coun-
cil of Asia (OCA) and Qatar Olympic 
Committee (QOC) Sheikh Joaan bin 
Hamad Al-Thani received Kuwait’s 
Minister of State for Youth Affairs 
and Sports Dr. Tareq Al-Jalahma in 
Doha.
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Kuwait’s Ambassador to Qatar Ahmad Al-Shuraim hosts reception in honor of the Kuwaiti delegation 

attending the Gulf Games.

OCA chief receives Dr. Tareq Al-Jalahma

Kuwait confi rms strong participation
in Doha Gulf Games with 127 athletes
DOHA, May 11, (KUNA): Minister of State for Youth 
Affairs and Sports Dr. Tareq Al-Jalahma announced that 
Kuwait will participate in the 4th Gulf Games in Doha 
with a delegation of 127 male and female athletes, as the 
event runs from May 11 to 22.

In statements to KUNA, Al-Jalahma emphasized the 
importance of Kuwait’s participation in strengthening 
sports cooperation among Gulf countries and reinforc-
ing ties between Gulf youth.

His remarks came during a reception hosted by Ku-
wait’s Ambassador to Qatar, Ahmad Al-Shuraim, in 
honor of the Kuwaiti delegation attending the Games.

The minister wished the athletes success in achiev-
ing strong results that would raise Kuwait’s flag in 
regional and international sporting arenas. He also 
expressed gratitude to the event’s organizing com-
mittee for the warm welcome and generous hospi-
tality, extending his best wishes to all participating 
athletes and teams.

For his part, Ambassador Al-Shuraim welcomed Ku-
wait’s participation, noting that such high-level gath-
erings help deepen integration and cooperation among 
GCC member states.

He also thanked Qatar for its excellent organization 
and hospitality, wishing success to all Gulf nations tak-
ing part in the competition.

Meanwhile, President of the Olympic Council of 
Asia (OCA) and Qatar Olympic Committee (QOC) 
Sheikh Joaan bin Hamad Al-Thani received Kuwait’s 
Minister of State for Youth Affairs and Sports Al-
Jalahma in Doha.

In a statement, the Qatar Olympic Committee said 
the meeting comes as part of efforts to strengthen 
sports cooperation and enhance ties between the two 
countries.

The 4th Gulf Games are set to officially open on 
Wednesday in Doha and will run until May 22, with Ku-
wait taking part in the event.

Barca seals La Liga title with knockout blow to Real
Defeat caps embarrassing week for Madrid

MADRID, May 11, (AP): 
Watched by its grieving 
coach, Barcelona won its 
second straight Spanish 
league title and 29th overall 
with a comfortable 2-0 win 
over Real Madrid at Camp 
Nou, adding to its rival’s 
troubled season. 

Goals by Marcus Rashford in the 
ninth minute and Ferran Torres in 
the 18th gave Barcelona the victory 
and an insurmountable 14-point 
advantage over its fi erce rival with 
three rounds remaining in La Liga. 

Barcelona coach Hansi Flick was 
in the dugout for the Clásico follow-
ing the death of his father, which 
Barcelona announced hours before 
kickoff. Players from both teams 
wore black armbands, and there was 
a moment of silence before kickoff. 

A draw would also have been 
enough for the Catalan club to seal 
its third league title in four seasons.

Madrid, which remains the most 
successful club in the league with 
36 trophies, is ending a second con-
secutive season without a major title. 
Sunday’s defeat at Barcelona capped 
an embarrassing week for Madrid, 
marked by altercations between play-
ers in training that led the club to fine 
Federico Valverde and Aurélien Tch-
ouaméni 500,000 euros ($589,000) 
each.

Rashford opened the scoring for 
the hosts with a wonderfully taken 
free kick, curling the ball over the 
wall and into the top corner. Torres 
added to the lead from inside the area 
after a flick from Dani Olmo.

Flick’s father reportedly died over-
night. The coach celebrated Barcelo-
na’s goals and looked emotional after 
the final whistle.

“I will never forget this day. It was 
a tough day for me. It starts with this 

(news that) my father passed away, 
but here, my team is fantastic,” Flick 
said. “I really love it, this is like a 
family, and they gave everything to-
day, and I’m really proud. It’s amaz-
ing, in this stadium, and also in the 
clasico against Real Madrid, to win 
La Liga.” 

There was a brief scuffle between 
players in the 51st minute after Olmo 
confronted a Madrid player. Olmo 
was shown a yellow card. 

Madrid’s Jude Bellingham had 
a goal disallowed for offside in the 
63rd.

Brazil forward Raphinha replaced 
Rashford in the 64th to return from a 
long injury layoff.

Barcelona has been playing the fi-
nal league games without the injured 
Lamine Yamal, its biggest star. Ya-
mal was on the field lifting the trophy 
along with his teammates.

Madrid was without the injured 

Kylian Mbappé, the league’s lead-
ing scorer with 24 goals. The French 
forward failed to recover from a left-
hamstring ailment that has kept him 
sidelined since late April. 

Mbappé last week addressed a 
fresh wave of criticism of him in 
Spain, insisting he was fully com-
mitted to the club and to recovering 
from his latest injury. Some Madrid 
fans had expressed concern that the 
France forward was saving himself 
for the upcoming World Cup. He 
posted a story during the game while 
it was being shown on a television, 
along with supporting words for the 
club and a white heart.

Madrid was also without Valverde, 
who hurt his head in the altercation 
with Tchouaméni after allegedly 
accidentally knocking his head on 
a table. It was not the only alterca-
tion involving Madrid players during 
training last week. Álvaro Carreras 
confirmed he was in a “minor” inci-
dent with a teammate. Spanish media 
said he and fellow defender Antonio 
Rüdiger got into a scuffle.

The loss is likely to increase criti-
cism of coach Álvaro Arbeloa, who 
was promoted from Madrid’s reserve 
team when Xabi Alonso was fired in 
January. The rumors of a possible 
return of José Mourinho to the club 
were only likely to increase.

“There’s not a lot we can say,” Ar-
beloa said. “We understand how frus-
trated and dissatisfied the fans must 
be. The only thing we can do is work 

and look to the future, learn from ev-
erything that we have done badly this 
year. Real Madrid is always back. 
We have fallen many times, and we 
have risen many times.” 

Singer-songwriters Olivia Rodrigo 
and Nathy Peluso were among the 
celebrities at the stadium. Rodrigo, 
an American multi-Grammy winner, 
had her logo appearing in the team’s 
jersey as part of the club’s partner-
ship with Spotify.

Barcelona this season also won the 
Spanish Super Cup. It has won 11 
consecutive games in the league.

Spain forward Nico Williams had 
to be substituted before halftime in 
Athletic Bilbao’s 1-0 loss to Valencia 
at home, prompting more concerns 
ahead of the World Cup.

Williams appeared to suffer a ham-
string injury and was replaced by his 
brother, Iñaki Williams in the 37th 
minute. 

Nico Williams had already been 
sidelined for several weeks earlier 
this year because of another injury.

Athletic did not immediately re-
lease details about Sunday’s injury.

The 23-year-old forward has been 
a regular in Spain’s squad, playing in 
attack along with Yamal.

Mallorca stayed two points clear of 
the relegation zone after a 1-1 draw at 
home against third-place Villarreal. 

Last-place Real Oviedo moved 
closer to returning to the second di-
vision after a 0-0 draw with Getafe 
at home.

Barcelona players lift the trophy after winning the Spanish La Liga soccer match against Real Madrid to clinch the 
Spanish league title in Barcelona, Spain. (AP)

KUNA photo
All the winners pose for a group photo after the closing ceremony.

LONDON, May 11, (KUNA): Ku-
waiti racer Sheikh Jaber Athbi Al-
Sabah secured a podium fi nish, tak-

ing third place overall and winning 
the Rookie category in the British 
Formula 4 (F4) Championship rac-
es held in the United Kingdom.

In a phone call with KUNA, 
Sheikh Jaber expressed pride in the 
achievement, crediting his techni-
cal team’s continuous efforts for 
the strong result.

He emphasized that his partici-
pation in the highly competitive 
series refl ects his ambition to raise 
Kuwait’s profi le on the internation-
al motorsport stage.

The result marks a steady im-
provement for the Kuwaiti driver, 
who in the opening round of the 
championship fi nished second in 
the Rookie class and seventh over-
all.

The British F4 Championship is 
widely regarded as one of the most 
competitive development series in 
global open-wheel racing.

BRIGHTON, England, May 11, (AP): 
Japan coach Hajime Moriyasu has an 
anxious wait on the fi tness of star for-
ward Kaoru Mitoma before naming a 
World Cup squad on Friday.

Mitoma limped off with an appar-
ent hamstring injury Saturday in the 
second half of Brighton’s 3-0 win 
over Wolverhampton in the Premier 
League.

One of Japan’s standout players at 
the 2022 World Cup, Mitoma scored 
in a 1-0 win over England in March 
at Wembley Stadium.

His World Cup tournament is in 
doubt fi ve weeks before Japan faces 
the Netherlands on June 14 in Arling-
ton, Texas. 

“I hope it’s a minor injury. I was 
told by staff, ‘It doesn’t seem mi-
nor,’” Moriyasu was reported tell-

ing Japanese media Sunday about 
Mitoma.

Brighton coach Fabian Hurzeler 
said “it looked like a hamstring in-
jury” but the club would await scan 
to clarify the severity. 

Seventh-place Brighton is still in 
contention to qualify for the Cham-
pions League with two rounds left in 
the Premier League. England could 
get a record-tying six entries.

Japan’s World Cup plans are al-
ready missing another key forward 
Takumi Minamino, who tore an ACL 
playing for Monaco in December.

Japan also plays Tunisia on June 
20 in Monterrey, Mexico then returns 
to Texas to play Sweden on June 25. 
The top two in Group F advance to 
the round of 32 and the third-place 
team also could join them.

KUWAIT CITY, May 11: The Kuwait Winter 
Games Club organized its fi rst national ice hockey 
(3x3) championship, featuring competitions across 
three categories: men, women, and juniors, with a 
strong technical level on display.

The tournament, held at the club’s ice rink, saw 
Ice Stars win the men’s title, Wild Cats claim the 
women’s crown, and Ice Miva take the juniors’ 
championship.

Club Chairman Fahad Al-Ajmi said the event 

coincided with the resumption of local sports 
activity, which had been suspended on Febru-
ary 28 due to exceptional circumstances in the 
country and region before resuming on May 6. 
He noted that the goal was to help players regain 
competitive rhythm and improve their technical 
standards.

Al-Ajmi praised the performance of all partici-
pants, particularly the junior players, describing 
them as “the product of the club’s academy.”

He added that the national ice hockey league for 
men will resume in the coming period, while all 
fi ve club teams have returned to training in prepa-
ration for upcoming competitions.

He also highlighted that the return of competi-
tive action will positively impact Kuwait’s nation-
al team preparations for the fourth international ice 
hockey tournament of the Islamic Countries Fo-
rum, scheduled to be held in Kazan, Russia, next 
June.

Historic milestoneSheikh Jaber makes mark in series

Japan waits on Mitoma’s fi tness for WC

Kuwait holds national ice hockey 3x3 championship

 KUNA photo
Kuwaiti racer Sheikh Jaber Ath-
bi Al-Sabah celebrates on the 

podium.


