
THE FIRST ENGLISH LANGUAGE DAILY IN FREE KUWAIT
Established in 1977 / www.arabtimesonline.com

FRIDAY-SATURDAY, MAY 1-2, 2026 / DHUL-QADAH 13-14, 1447 AH emergency number 112 NO. 19193 16 PAGES 150 FILS

Pages 14-16

Scan the QR code to access 
the Arab Times WhatsApp Channel

REACHING Kuwait Interna-
tional Airport feels as diffi cult 
as reaching Malta. What is the 
reason behind these compli-
cated procedures? Why must 
a passenger arrive four hours 
before departure?

At most airports worldwide, 
operations run smoothly even 
under the strictest security 
measures. Yet here, passengers 
spend nearly four hours com-
pleting procedures, part of it 
on foot. It almost feels as if the 
only remaining step is for pas-
sengers to continue walking to 
reach their destination.

Please simplify the proce-
dures for travelers, or ban trav-
el altogether.

... Yet tomorrow is another 
day.

Zahed Matar

Gulf Bank records KD 9.4 
million in net profit and 
recorded a 4% growth in 
operating profit for the 
first quarter of 2026
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Kuwait Finance House 
holds Q1 2026 

earnings webcast

The Mrad map: 
Charting a course to 

global acclaim

KUWAIT SETS STRICT RULES FOR GRADUATIONS, SCHOOL EVENTS

Less glitz ... more grit

Capital projects reviewed as
MPW minister urges speed

Kuwait, Egypt pursue wider
collaboration across sectors

Telecom works
for 7 exchanges

By Mohammad Ghanem
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, April 30: The Min-
istry of Communications announced 
that the maintenance works in seven 
telephone exchanges are scheduled for 
next week – from midnight to 6:00 am 
starting Sunday until Thursday.

The ministry disclosed these 
telephone exchanges include Ha-
wally, Kuwait City, Shuwaikh, Ras 
Al-Salmiya, Sabahiya, Riqqa and 
Qurain.

Meanwhile, the Board of Directors 
of the Central Agency for Public Ten-
ders (CAPT) rejected the proposal 
of the ministry to award a three-year 
contract worth KD1.888 million for 
fire alarm and firefighting systems. 

The tender, which covers supply, 
installation, testing and maintenance, 
was initially recommended for the 
lowest bidder that met all the criteria.  

CAPT cited the failure to meet the 
technical specifications as the reason 
for rejection and it will evaluate other 
bids before presenting a new recom-
mendation.

Continued on Page 5

By Mohammad Ghanem
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, April 30: Minister of 
Public Works Dr. Noura Al-Mashaan 
conducted an inspection tour of the 
Capital Governorate to follow up on 
the progress of important projects be-
ing implemented by the ministry.

The tour included several work 
sites, where she monitored progress 
rates firsthand and reviewed the main 
challenges facing implementation 
teams.

Dr. Al-Mashaan stressed the need to 
accelerate the pace of work and adhere 
to established timelines, while main-
taining the highest standards of quality 
and safety.

During the tour, Dr. Al-Mashaan af-
firmed that the ministry is continuing 
to implement its development plans 
according to a clear vision aimed at 
improving infrastructure and enhanc-
ing its efficiency to meet the needs of 
citizens and residents.

She stressed that the current phase 
requires intensified efforts and coor-
dination among various stakeholders 
to ensure that projects are completed 
according to the highest technical 
specifications, reflecting the minis-
try’s commitment to providing sus-
tainable services that enhance quality 
of life.

KUWAIT CITY, April 30, (KUNA): 
Kuwaiti Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs 
Shereedah Al-Mousherji discussed 
Thursday, with Egypt’s Ambassador 

to Kuwait Osama Abu El-Wafa ways 
of enhancing bilateral relations across 
various fields.

Continued on Page 5

Kuwait rejects any threats
to close Strait of Hormuz

NEW YORK, April 30, (KUNA): Ku-
wait’s Permanent Representative to 
the UN Ambassador Tariq Al-Bannai 
voiced Wednesday Kuwait’s categori-
cal rejection of 
any Iranian mea-
sures aimed at 
shutting down 
the Strait of Hor-
muz or disrupt-
ing international 
navigation.

Delivering a 
speech before a 
high-level Secu-
rity Council ses-
sion at the call of 
Bahrain to dis-
cuss the safety 
and protection of maritime passages, 
Al-Banni stressed that international 
straits are shared arteries of trade and 
passageways through which the inter-
ests of all countries pass.

He noted that the session is being 
held at a critical moment in which com-
mercial or technical dimensions of the 

issue of maritime navigation security 
go beyond to become a direct test of 
the international community ability to 
uphold international law and preserve 
international security and peace as well 
as prevent turning vital waterways into 
tools of political coercion or arenas of 
open conflict.  

The Strait of Hormuz is one of the 
arteries of global economy as vital sup-
plies of oil, gas, food commodities and 
fertilizers pass through this waterway, 
he said, noting that the chains of supply 
extending from the Arabian Gulf, Asia, 
Europe, Africa to the Americans are re-
lated to this Strait.

The closure of the Strait of Hormuz 
by Iran, disrupting its navigation and 
subjecting crossing through it to unlaw-
ful conditions are not seen as a limited 
regional crisis but a direct threat to in-
ternational security and peace, and an 
attack on the right of the whole world to 
freedom of navigation and legal trade, 
Al-Bannai elaborated.

Continued on Page 5

By Fares Ghaleb and Marwa Al-Bahrawi
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, April 30: Assistant Undersecretary for Educational Affairs at the Min-
istry of Education Eng. Hamad Al-Hamad issued a circular to the directors of public, 
private, religious and special education schools and the educational districts, setting the 
official framework and standards for organizing graduation ceremonies, celebrations 
and various school events for secondary students.

In a press statement, the ministry explained that this move is in line with its commitment to maintain public 
order and promote core educational values.

According to the ministry, the circular is based on Ministerial Resolution No. 135/2025, which regulates graduation cer-
emonies in public and private schools.  It aims to strengthen the role of schools in fostering a sense of belonging and reinforc-
ing positive values, while ensuring the continuity of the educational process.

It underscored the need for all school administrations to comply with these general guidelines when organizing celebrations 
or events inside or outside school premises. Graduation ceremonies and other special occasions must take place only in the 
school auditorium, not the school grounds or any other venue.

It clarified that any event not included in the approved annual plan of the school requires written approval from the relevant 
departments in the Educational Support Services General Directorate, with endorsement from the Assistant Undersecretary 
for Educational Affairs.

It added that each event must have a clearly defined educational purpose that supports the curriculum or promotes ethical, 
national or educational values.

Continued on Page 5

Co-ops eye takeover of school canteens under new proposal

PM Diwan photo
His Highness the Prime Minister chairs a high-level meeting on FATF compliance efforts and financial integrity 

reforms.

Cabinet Affairs photo
Kuwaiti Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs Sher-
eedah Al-Mousherji receives Egypt’s Ambassador to Kuwait Osama Abu 

El-Wafa. 

Kuwait PM leads FATF compliance drive

Convictions, not structures, shape positions
By Abdulaziz Al-Anjeri

In every new regional escalation, the same questions re-
turn: Where is the Arab League? What has the Organiza-

tion of Islamic Cooperation done? What about other interna-
tional institutions?

These are legitimate questions. 
But making them the center of every 
debate reflects a misunderstanding 
of how political action works. Orga-
nizations are not independent actors. 
They are frameworks that bring to-
gether states with different priorities, 
sovereign calculations, and political 
constraints.

The problem is not the existence of 
these institutions, nor their symbolic 
or coordinating value. The problem 
is treating them as the only possible 
path for collective action. When political action is confined 
to formal structures, societies often fall into passive waiting 
instead of searching for more flexible and effective forms of 
alignment.

The positions taken by some Latin American states, and 
by European countries such as Spain and Ireland, show that 
convergence on just causes does not always require a single 
institutional umbrella. It requires clarity of conviction and 
the willingness to translate that conviction into a political 
position. Sometimes, it is more useful to stand with those 
who truly believe in the cause than with those who merely 
share a formal framework but lack the will to act.

The central question, therefore, should not be: Which or-
ganization brings us together? It should be: Who shares the 
same vision, and who is prepared to turn it into practical ac-
tion?

Major causes are not advanced by big names, formal 
meetings, large delegations, or repeated statements. Real 
influence comes from will, clarity, and the readiness to bear 
the cost of a position.

The point is not to abandon existing institutions, but to 
abandon the illusion that they are sufficient. Institutions do 
not create impact simply by existing. When there is no will, 
structures cannot compensate. When conviction exists, more 
effective spaces of action can emerge beyond traditional 
frameworks.

KUWAIT CITY, April 30, (KUNA): 
His Highness the Prime Minister 
Sheikh Ahmad Abdullah Al-Ahmad 
Al-Sabah, chaired Thursday a meeting 
on Financial Action Task Force (FATF) 
observations and requirements.

The meeting discussed ways to sup-
port integration and strengthen coor-
dination and follow-up mechanisms 
among relevant government entities, 
ensuring compliance with anti-money 
laundering and counter-terrorism fi-
nancing frameworks and reflecting 

Kuwait’s commitment to international 
standards within set timelines.

The meeting was attended by Minis-
ter of Justice Nasser Yousef Al-Sumait, 
Minister of Electricity, Water and Re-
newable Energy Dr. Sabeeh Abdulaziz 
Al-Mukhaizeem, Minister of Commerce 
and Industry Osama Khaled Boodai, and 
Minister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh Jar-
rah Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah.

Also attending were Advisor at the 
Prime Minister’s Diwan Sheikh Dr. 
Basel Humoud Al-Sabah, Central Bank 

Governor Basel Ahmad Al-Haroun, 
Acting Head of the Prime Minister’s 
Diwan Sheikh Khaled Mohammad 
Al-Sabah, Managing Director of the 
Kuwait Investment Authority Sheikh 
Saud Salem Al-Sabah, Head of Fatwa 
and Legislation Salah Ateeg Al-Majed, 
Chairman of the Financial Intelligence 
Unit Dr. Hamad Khaled Al-Mekrad, 
and officials from the Ministry of In-
terior, the Financial Intelligence Unit 
and the Public Prosecution’s Financial 
Crimes Department.

Photo by Rezk Tawfi q
On the last day of April, the Kuwait Towers rise against a hazy skyline, marking the quiet turn from spring 

warmth to summer heat.

MPW photo
Minister of Public Works Dr. Noura 
Al-Mashaan during an inspection 

tour of the Capital Governorate.

Kuwait weather turns pages as sun 
and drizzle to share weekend stage
KUWAIT CITY, April 30 (KUNA): The Meteorologi-
cal Department forecasts the country to be affected by 
chances of light scattered rain starting Friday morning, 
with weather generally ranging from warm to hot during 
the day and moderate at night over the weekend.

The acting Director of the department, Dhirar Al-Ali, 
explained to the Kuwait News Agency (KUNA) that the 

weather on Friday will be warm and partly cloudy dur-
ing the day with a chance of light scattered rain, while at 
night it will be moderate with some scattered clouds and 
a chance of light rain.

On Saturday, the weather will be warm during the 
day with some scattered clouds, while at night it will 
be moderate.

Al-Bannai

Other Voices

Abdulaziz Al-Anjeri
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Fajr  ........ 03:42
Sunrise ..  05:08
Zohr .......  11:45

Asr .......... 15:21
Maghrib .. 18:24
Isha  ........ 19:47 

 Prayer Timings

Decline in 2025 funds fraud
to positively impact budget

By Najeh Bilal
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, April 30: Accounting and 
economic experts affi rmed that the decline 
in public funds embezzlement cases in 
2025 will positively impact the State bud-
get in the coming years and improve the 
ranking of Kuwait in the global Corruption 
Perceptions Index.

In an exclusive interview with the news-
paper, these experts explained that pursu-
ing those who misappropriate public funds 
will not, by itself, resolve the budget defi -
cit. However, reducing such incidents is 
an essential step within the broader State 
efforts to ease the defi cit burden, particu-
larly in light of the anticipated increase in 
the current defi cit due to the suspension of 
Kuwaiti oil and petroleum product exports 
following the closure of the Strait of Hor-
muz.

Economist and former member of an in-
vestigative committee Hajjaj Boukhadour 
pointed out that the announcement of the 
Public Prosecution about the decrease in 
the number of public funds embezzlement 
cases in recent years is a signifi cant and en-
couraging development.  

He said 73 cases were recorded in 2025, 
compared to around 221 in 2024. He 
stressed that the rate of public funds theft 
in the past was extremely high, referring to 
a previous case in which he participated as 
a member of the investigation committee.  
He revealed that the amount stolen in that 
case alone reached KD200 million, leading 
to total losses of more than KD800 million.

He also cited the case related to Kuwaiti 
foreign investments several years ago, 
the Public Institution for Social Security 
(PIFSS) case earlier, and numerous other 
incidents that occurred previously.  He dis-
closed that the cumulative value of these 
thefts is immeasurable and amounts to bil-
lions.

Investments
On the impact of the reduction of em-

bezzlement cases on the State budget, 
Boukhaddour asserted that it contributed to 
the ongoing efforts to support the budget, 
minimize waste, deter offenders, increase 
productivity, reduce expenses, solidify op-
erations and improve service performance.

He called for the creation of a special-
ized court for protecting public funds, sim-
ilar to the Family Court and other special-
ized judicial bodies, alongside the need to 
modernize legislation related to safeguard-
ing public funds.

Meanwhile, accounting expert Abdul-
latif Al-Ahmad stated that the decline in 
public funds embezzlement rates reinforc-
es the State budget, which has been facing 
defi cits in recent years. He referred to the 

estimated defi cit in the 2026/2027 fi scal 
year budget, which reached KD9.8 billion.

He added that halting the embezzle-
ment of public funds will not eliminate 
the projected or actual deficit, particu-
larly due to the Iran war, which resulted 
in the closure of the Strait of Hormuz 
and the stoppage of Kuwaiti oil and 
petroleum product exports.  He empha-
sized, however, that continuous protec-
tion of public funds from theft remains 
vital in supporting the State budget.

Decisiveness
Dr. Salah Bouresli, former head of the 

Kuwaiti Contractors Association, indi-
cated that corruption and embezzlement in 
the sector have taken multiple forms, in-
cluding awarding projects without proper 
execution, which later necessitated re-
tendering. He clarifi ed that although not 
all contracting companies were involved 
in corruption, a limited number were re-
sponsible.

He stressed that the current period 
should be described as an “era of decisive-
ness,” highlighting that Kuwait is undergo-
ing a new phase of reform aimed at elimi-
nating all forms of corruption. He asserted 
that the State budget is expected to recover 
in the coming years as a result of curbing 
the misuse of public funds.

He endorsed the proposal to establish a 
specialized court for the protection of pub-
lic funds, in addition to revising all eco-
nomic legislation to strengthen oversight 
of such funds.

He underscored the importance of clos-
ing loopholes exploited by those who mis-
appropriate public money, adding that the 
reduction in embezzlement cases will help 
ensure the sustainability of the fi nances of 
the country. He also pointed out that recov-
ering stolen funds will increase govern-
ment revenues and enhance the liquidity of 
the Ministry of Finance.

He revealed that among the measures 
taken by the State to combat the misuse 
of public funds are tightening oversight 
of companies, ensuring adherence to 
electronic filing systems, continuing 
legal prosecutions, and eliminating all 
forms of corruption, including bribery 
and abuse of authority.  He stressed that 
stricter oversight strengthens the rule of 
law and protects the financial resources 
of the country.

He confi rmed that these efforts con-
tributed to improving the position of Ku-
wait in the Corruption Perceptions Index, 
raising it above the global average of 42 
points.  “Kuwait recorded 46 out of 100 on 
the index in 2025, ranking 65th among 182 
countries.  This proves the effectiveness of 
its ongoing oversight measures to combat 
corruption,” he concluded.

Dr. Salah Bouresli Abdul Latif Al-Ahmad Hajjaj Boukhadour

Kuwait rolls out recipe
to invigorate economy

Private sector role vital, must create jobs for Kuwaitis

KUWAIT CITY, April 30, (KUNA): 
Kuwaiti Minister of Finance Dr. 
Yaqoub Al-Refaei outlined Thursday 
a roadmap to stimulate economy, en-
hance fi nancial sustainability, create 
greater and more sustainable job op-
portunities for national workforce in 
the private sector.

In an interview with Kuwait News Agency 
(KUNA) , Minister Al-Refaei reviewed the 
key features of the government’s direction to 
stimulate the economy.

These include increasing the private sector’s 
contribution to development projects, strength-
ening partnerships with it, accelerating adminis-
trative processes for government projects, sup-
porting infrastructure and improving services’ 
effi ciency.

He noted the recent stimulus measures 
launched by the Central Bank of Kuwait (CBK) 
for local banks in light of ongoing geopolitical 
developments aimed to support sustainability of 
economy and fi nancial stability.

Spending
The Minister also pointed to increased spend-

ing on investment due to expanded implemen-
tation of strategic projects in construction and 
development.

Al-Refaei attributed government’s approach 
to stimulating economic activity to current re-
gional developments and was based on multiple 
tracks: fi nancial and executive measures that 
complement the stimulus package introduced by 
CBK on March 26, 2026, as part of its ongoing 
monitoring of geopolitical developments, sup-
port for continued credit fl ow to various sectors 
and boosting economic activity.

He explained that the government measures 
include continuing capital spending directed at 
development projects, focusing on completing 
ongoing projects, strengthening partnerships 
with the private sector and accelerating proce-
dures for government projects.

He also pointed to efforts to reform and develop 
the regulatory framework governing private sector 
work to enhance its capacity to hire more citizens, 
expand economic opportunities and new sectors 
aligned with Kuwait’s labor market output.

The Minister emphasized support for private 
sector’s participation in development projects, 
contributing to sustainable job creation for citi-
zens and increasing the sector’s role in national 
economy.

He praised CBK’s recent measures, which 
granted banks greater fl exibility in liquidity and 
capital adequacy requirements.

These measures also directed banks and su-
pervised companies to deal positively with cus-
tomers affected by geopolitical developments 
by easing fi nancial pressures, including allow-
ing deferral of obligations within approved 
credit policies, thereby supporting economic 
sustainability and fi nancial stability.

Al-Refaei said CBK’s stimulus package in-
cluded supervisory instructions and macropru-
dential tools related to liquidity requirements 
and capital adequacy ratios, enhancing the re-
silience of the banking sector, ensuring stability 
and supporting local economic activity.

He noted CBK’s instructions included reduc-
ing liquidity standards applied to banks - such as 
liquidity coverage, net stable funding ratio and 
supervisory liquidity ratio - raising limits on cu-
mulative gaps in the liquidity system, increasing 
maximum fi nancing limits and releasing part 
of the precautionary capital buffers within the 
capital base.

Instructions
He added that the Financing and Liquidity 

Law, issued on March 26, 2025, in line with 
Decree No. 60 of 2025, provides the state with 
an additional tool to support liquidity and di-
rect resources toward development projects, 
infrastructure and growth-supporting activities, 
alongside CBK’s recent measures aimed at en-
hancing fl exibility of local banking sector and 
its capacity to fi nance economic activity while 
maintaining fi nancial stability.

The Minister said the increase in investment 
spending in the current budget was due to ex-
panded implementation of strategic construc-
tion and development projects. These include 
Mubarak Al-Kabeer Port, the expansion of the 
Umm Al-Haiman wastewater treatment plant, 

the Kabd North wastewater treatment plant, the 
expansion of Kuwait International Airport (Ter-
minal 2) and related roads’ development.

He added that projects also include expansion 
of the State Audit Bureau building, comple-
tion of the Kuwait Cancer Center project, ma-
jor maintenance works for essential contracts, 
and electricity capacity enhancement projects 
at Sabbiya power plant using combined cycle 
systems. These directions refl ect support for in-
frastructure, improved public service effi ciency 
and enhanced productivity in vital sectors.

Regarding fi nancing the current fi scal year 
(2026-27) budget amid disruptions in oil sup-
plies, he said such situations are handled ac-
cording to legal frameworks, particularly Law 
No. 31 of 1978, which allows recourse to the 
state’s general reserve to cover any defi cit. He 
noted that management of this reserve falls un-
der the Kuwait Investment Authority.

Prepared
On whether the current budget continues us-

ing the same oil price estimates despite recent 
volatility, he explained the budget was prepared 
based on an institutional methodology approved 
by the Supreme Budget Committee under Min-
isterial Resolution No. 71 of 2016, using con-
servative estimates that account for oil market 
fl uctuations, ensuring fi nancial sustainability 
and stable fi nancial planning taking into consid-
eration short-term changes.

He stated that adjusting budget estimates 
during the fi scal year was subject to legal and 
procedural controls, making continued use of 
approved estimates the most effi cient adminis-
trative and fi nancial option, while allowing fl ex-
ibility to address developments through public 
fi nance management tools.

He added that any differences resulting from 
changes in oil prices or production levels were 
addressed in the state’s fi nal statements, deter-
mining whether there was a surplus or defi cit 
compared to projections, refl ecting actual oil 
revenue performance during the fi scal year.

Regarding the Deposit Guarantee Law for local 
banks, the Minister affi rmed that Law No. 30 of 
2008 was a key pillar supporting fi nancial stability. 
It enhances confi dence in the banking system and 
reduces the risk of deposit withdrawals during cri-
ses, especially in light of global fi nancial crises that 
may weaken depositor confi dence in banks’ ability 
to meet obligations.

The draft state budget for fi scal year 2026-27 in-
cludes estimated revenues of 16.3 billion Kuwaiti 
dinars (approximately USD 53.1 billion), expendi-
tures of KD 26.1 billion (about USD 85 billion), 
an expected defi cit of KD 9.8 billion (around USD 
31.9 billion), and capital KD spending of 3.1 bil-
lion (about USD 10.1 billion).

Dr.Yaqoub Al-Refaei 
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Do you wash new clothes?
By Ahmad alsarraf

I suffered from a skin allergy that last-
ed for more than ten years before my 

condition recently improved.
Throughout that period, I went 

through a lot of hardship, spent a large 
amount of money, 
and consulted 
nearly ten doctors 
in both public and 
private hospitals 
in more than three 
countries.

In the begin-
ning, I managed 
the condition with 
standard creams, 
but it eventually 
progressed to cor-
tisone ointments, 
which did not provide any real or last-
ing improvement.

I was terrifi ed when a retired derma-
tologist told me that most skin diseases 
tend to improve for a period of time and 
then recur, especially after my condition 
worsened and developed into a red rash, 
infl ammation, and a fungal infection, 
accompanied by constant itching and 
severe pain, particularly while walking. 
Because of these symptoms, I was un-
able to sleep properly at night.

The last doctor I consulted was Dr. 
Ibrahim Al-Aradi, a dermatology con-
sultant, who guided me onto the right 
path, which I then followed on my own 
based on his advice. I am deeply grate-
ful to him.

Many people enjoy wearing new 
clothes, especially when they are bright 
and attractive. Others prefer to wash 
new clothes before wearing them, re-
gardless of how appealing they look, 
believing they may have been handled 
by many people, some of whom may 
not have had clean hands or may have 
carried substances that could trigger al-
lergies.

Dr. Susan Macek, a dermatologist at 
Ohio State University, says it is com-
mon for patients to report skin reactions 
to new clothes, especially in areas prone 
to friction such as the armpits, groin, 
waist, and neck.

In general, new clothes may contain 
materials that can irritate the skin or 
trigger allergic reactions. Dust and dirt 
can also accumulate during storage, 
handling, or while garments are being 

tried on.
One of the most common causes of 

irritation is the chemicals used in tex-
tile manufacturing. Many clothes are 
treated with various substances, such as 
fungicides, chemical fi nishes, and per-
fumes, to reduce wrinkles, extend their 
lifespan, and resist stains and mold.

Although not all of these substances 
cause allergic reactions, dyes are a com-
mon trigger, especially azo dyes, which 
are frequently used on synthetic fabrics 
such as polyester.

The use of formaldehyde to prevent 
wrinkles, pesticide residues commonly 
found in cotton clothing, and added per-
fumes can cause a red, itchy rash at the 
points of direct contact. Infants are par-
ticularly vulnerable.

Washing clothes before wearing them 
can help remove some potential irri-
tants, such as excess dyes, perfumes, 
and formaldehyde. However, washing 
does not eliminate all harmful chemi-
cals completely.

Many of these substances can irritate 
the skin, including fl ame retardants and 
antimicrobial treatments used to prevent 
odors in some sportswear, which are de-
signed to remain on the garment even 
after repeated washing. People who are 
sensitive to these chemicals may expe-
rience allergic reactions regardless of 
how often the clothes are washed.

For dry-clean-only garments, steam-
ing or airing them out before wearing 
them for the fi rst time may help reduce 
some perfumes or other odors.

However, this is unlikely to be effec-
tive for more durable fi nishes, such as 
wrinkle-resistant fabrics, stain-resistant 
treatments, and some high-performance 
coatings. 

Dr. Macek suggested wearing a bar-
rier layer, such as a thin cotton shirt, un-
der new clothes that cannot be washed.

* * *
While writing this article and review-

ing sources, I realized that my skin ir-
ritations were likely caused by cotton 
underwear and socks that I repeatedly 
purchased in Egypt.

We hope that dermatologists will ad-
vise their patients about the potential 
risks of wearing new clothes, especially 
those that come into direct contact with 
the skin, before washing them.

❑     ❑     ❑

email: a.alsarraf@alqabas.com.kw

alsarraf

News in Brief

Al-Hajri promoted
to rank of Colonel
KUWAIT CITY, April 30: Assistant Director of the 
Security Media Department at the Ministry of Interior, 

Lieutenant Colonel Abdullah 
Saad Al-Hajri, has been pro-
moted to the rank of Colonel as 
part of a series of promotions 
that included several officers 
within the ministry, reports Al-
Seyassah daily.

The daily extends its sin-
cere congratulations to Colonel 
Abdullah Al-Hajri and all offi-
cers included in the promotions, 
wishing them continued success 
in serving the nation.

❑     ❑     ❑

Fraudulent offers: The Government Communica-
tion Center uploaded an awareness video on Wednes-
day from the National Cybersecurity Center, warning 
against fraudulent offers that often lead to the theft of 
bank account balances, reports Al-Anba daily.

The center explained that these scams appear in 
various forms, including messages such as “Congratu-
lations, you’ve won a prize,” “Your account has been 
suspended,” or “You have a shipment package,” which 
prompt recipients to click on a link to complete the pro-
cess. However, clicking on such links can lead to the 
theft of banking and personal data.

The center urged the public to ignore these messages 
and avoid interacting with them to protect their infor-
mation security.

❑     ❑     ❑

Fire burns two: Two Syrians, aged 30 and 38, sus-
tained severe burns when their vehicle caught fire and 
was completely charred on the Fourth Ring Road, spe-
cifically the area between Jabriya and Hawally, reports 
Al-Anba daily.

The injured were rushed to the nearest hospital.
A security source stated that a team from the Investi-

gation Unit at Kuwait Fire Force (KFF) started investi-
gations to determine the cause of fire.

Meanwhile, a source from KFF reiterated the 
importance of checking radiator water levels, con-
ducting regular vehicle maintenance, and inspecting 
electrical and mechanical systems to prevent such 
accidents.

❑     ❑     ❑

Nationality revoked: The official gazette “Kuwait 
al-youm” published Decision No. 7/43/2026 issued by 
the Higher Committee for Kuwaiti Citizenship Inves-
tigation, revoking the Kuwaiti citizenship of 21 indi-
viduals, reports Al-Seyassah daily.

The decision was based on Article 11 of Amiri De-
cree No. 15/1959 concerning the Kuwaiti Nationality 
Law and its amendments.

❑     ❑     ❑

Mechanic killed: A tragic accident in Naeem scra-
pyard resulted in the death of an Asian whose vehicle 
fell on him while he was carrying out repair work. Se-
curity sources stated that the victim was underneath the 
car when it suddenly fell on him.

He was rushed to the hospital, but succumbed to his 
injuries shortly thereafter. Authorities launched an in-
vestigation to determine the circumstances that led to 
the fatal accident.

 Al-Hajri

Kuwait committed to global 
climate action, clean energy
BEIJING, April 30, (KUNA): Kuwait 
Ambassador to China Jassim Al-Najem 
affirmed on Thursday 
Kuwait’s commit-
ment to supporting 
international coop-
eration to address 
climate change chal-
lenges and promote 
the transition toward 
clean energy.

His remarks came 
during the Green and 
Sustainable Develop-
ment Forum of the 
Shanghai Cooperation 
Organization, held in the Chinese city of 
Ningbo.

Al-Najem stressed Kuwait’s keenness to 

accelerate the transition toward clean energy 
and deepen international cooperation in sus-
tainable energy fi elds, noting that Kuwait 
Vision 2035 represents the national frame-
work for economic and energy transforma-
tion.

He added that the vision aims to diversify 
income sources and expand investment in 
renewable energy sectors, reaffi rming Ku-
wait’s pursuit of strengthening partnerships 
with China and friendly countries to build 
a more sustainable, secure and prosperous 
future.

The forum, held under the theme of 
implementing the Global Governance Ini-
tiative and promoting green development 
and sustainability, runs over two days with 
participation of more than 300 offi cials from 
around the world.

 Al-Najem

Boubyan Bank supporting role
in community initiatives hailed
KUWAIT CITY, April 30: Farwaniya Gover-
nor Sheikh Athbi Nasser Al-Athbi Al-Sabah 
received the CEO of Boubyan Bank Abdul-
lah Al-Tuwaijri, Executive Director of Com-
munications and Corporate Relations Waleed 
Al-Saqabi, and Deputy General Manager of 
Public Services Yahya Al-Nasser.

According to a press release issued by 
Farwaniya Governorate, Governor Sheikh 
Athbi praised Boubyan Bank’s role in sup-
porting community initiatives and social 
responsibility, as well as its contributions 
to community service and the promotion of 
volunteer work.

During the meeting, they discussed ways 
to cooperate in implementing a number of 

community initiatives and impactful activi-
ties aimed at strengthening the partnership 
between the public and private sectors and 
contributing to the service of residents in 
Farwaniya Governorate.

Al-Tuwaijri expressed his pleasure at 
the meeting, emphasizing Boubyan Bank’s 
commitment to supporting community ini-
tiatives and enhancing its role in the fi eld of 
social responsibility.

At the end of the meeting, the attendees 
expressed their gratitude and appreciation to 
the governor for the warm reception, affi rm-
ing their commitment to continuing coop-
eration and supporting initiatives that serve 
the community.

Farwaniya Governorate photo 
Farwaniya Governor Sheikh Athbi Nasser Al-Athbi Al-Sabah with the visiting guests.
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A DIGEST OF PUBLIC OPINION

diwaniya

‘Tedious’ procedures at
airport raises eyebrows
“SINCE Kuwait International Air-
port was closed due to the Iranian ag-
gression against Kuwait, many have 
been wondering when it will reopen, 
especially with the approach of sum-
mer, when citizens typically travel 
for tourism,” columnist Eng. Adel 
Al-Jarallah Al-Kharafi  wrote for 
Al-Seyassah daily.

“However, the greater concern 
should be the resumption of cargo 
fl ights and the steady fl ow of medi-
cine, food supplies, and other essen-
tial goods that people rely on during 
crises and war-
time.

“This issue 
has two dimen-
sions. First, reo-
pening the air-
port for tourism 
suggests the re-
turn of security, 
safety, and sta-
bility, which is a 
positive sign.

“The other di-
mension is that citizens have devel-
oped experience in adapting to new 
circumstances. The region has gone 
through a war, but thanks to wise 
leadership, the ability to manage 
exceptional situations, and national 
unity, we were able to emerge from 
this crisis with minimal losses, even 
though the overall picture is still un-
clear and stability has not yet been 
fully restored.

“Hopefully, the war has already 
settled. Thank God, we lacked noth-
ing and felt no real hardship. Al-
though the economy was somewhat 
affected and oil prices were impact-
ed, nothing truly disrupted daily life. 
Our valiant army confronted the ag-
gression with utmost competence.

“Even if the worst were to happen, 
Kuwaitis would remain composed. 
Nothing was more diffi cult than the 
Iraqi invasion of 1990.

“What is puzzling, however, is the 
complexity of procedures at Kuwait 
International Airport. I am not aware 
of the reasons. Since the beginning 
of the crisis, I have not criticized 
any measures, but I am surprised, 
especially since procedures at other 
airports, such as Dammam Airport, 
seem much simpler.

“Why must a traveler walk a long 
distance to reach the terminal? Why 
is it necessary to arrive four hours 
before departure? There may be tech-
nical reasons I am unaware of, so I 
will not comment further, but it re-
mains a valid question.

“Thank God we are safe in Ku-
wait, but isn’t it better to remain cau-
tious?”

Also: 
“By mid-2025, Iran possessed 

about 1,000 pounds of uranium en-
riched to 60 percent, a level deemed 
suffi cient for the production of nu-
clear weapons. So much so that U.S. 
intelligence stated that the Iranians 
were capable of producing fuel for a 
bomb in less than a week,” column-
ist Ahmad Al-Dawas wrote for Al-
Seyassah daily.

“The International Atomic Energy 
Agency estimated that Iran could 
produce enough material for nine 
bombs, and they appeared to be only 
days, not years, away from possess-
ing a nuclear weapon.

“Now imagine what would have 
happened. With a nuclear-armed 
Iran, the Revolutionary Guard and 
the Houthis could control the Strait 
of Hormuz and the Bab el-Mandeb 
Strait, posing far greater threats to 
ships than they do currently.

“Hezbollah would operate under a 
nuclear umbrella, and the Gulf states 
would face a stark choice - either 
submit or develop their own nuclear 
weapons.

“Saudi Arabia has already an-
nounced its intention to do so. If Iran 
acquires a nuclear bomb, a chain of 
nuclear proliferation in the Middle 
East could follow.

“Even more concerning, the re-
cent war in the Gulf region aimed at 
weakening the Iranian regime would 
become far more diffi cult. In other 
words, had Iran’s behavior gone un-
challenged over the years, it would 
have been signifi cantly harder, if not 
impossible, to undermine its military 
capabilities as is currently being at-
tempted.

“In other words, President Trump’s 
policy is correct. When assessing the 
war, which is likely not yet over, we 
should not only consider how it is 
being conducted or its consequences, 
but also the scenario of non-interven-
tion.

“This is what British Minister Na-
dhim Zahawi, the former Chancel-
lor of the Exchequer of Iraqi origin, 
wrote in an article published in “The 
Telegraph” on April 14, 2026.”

❑     ❑     ❑

“There are moments when corpo-
rate social responsibility goes beyond 
brand promotion and becomes a re-
fl ection of social values,” researcher 
in social sciences Dr. Randa Bah-
man wrote for Al-Seyassah daily.

“The current situation in the region 
is one such example. However, the 
response from the Kuwaiti private 
sector has been limited.

“Unfortunately, many companies 
have stayed silent, despite frequently 
highlighting their social responsibil-
ity initiatives and despite the fact that 
the current circumstances require 
practical solutions that go beyond 
slogans and patriotic campaigns.

“Corporate social responsibil-
ity is measured by its relevance and 
timing. Periods of instability place 
immense pressure on families, espe-
cially parents, who are struggling to 
balance their professional responsi-
bilities with supporting their children 
in online learning.

“This challenge is not only logis-
tical but also carries a psychologi-
cal burden and stress, which has led 
many parents to call for the reopen-
ing of schools.

“With nearly two decades of prac-
tical experience in classrooms, I can 
confi rm that the impact of instability 
on students is clear and evident.

“Anxiety, distractibility, and men-
tal exhaustion have become integral 
parts of the learning environment. 
Under these circumstances, calling 
for a full return to traditional class-
rooms needs to be carefully studied.

“In my view, it is not a practical 
step during times of uncertainty. I am 
satisfi ed with the Minister of Educa-
tion’s insistence on online learning, 
as introducing further changes to the 
education system under such unsta-
ble conditions only adds psychologi-
cal and logistical pressure to existing 
challenges.

“While online learning is not a 
perfect solution, it does provide a 
necessary balance during times of 
instability. Although it does not rep-
licate the structure of in-person edu-
cation, online learning helps reduce 
the heightened psychological stress 
experienced by students, teachers, 
and administrators during such pe-
riods.

“While online learning does not 
replicate the structure of in-person 
education, it helps reduce the in-
creased psychological stress expe-
rienced by students, teachers, and 
administrators during periods of in-
stability.

“The fl exibility and controlled 
environment of online learning can 
ease some of this stress, allowing 
individuals to interact more comfort-
ably within their circumstances.

“Over time, this balance can pro-
duce similar outcomes. Online learn-
ing during stressful circumstances 
can be as effective as in-person edu-
cation in stable conditions.

“At the very least, it ensures one 
constant - the safety of our students 
at home.

“This context highlights the im-
portant role of private sector institu-
tions, as companies benefi t greatly 
from the communities in which they 
operate, particularly through their 
employees.

“Employees face similar pressures 
as parents and guardians. Support-
ing them during these times refl ects 
not only awareness but also genuine 
responsibility in diffi cult circum-
stances.

“For example, fl exible work ar-
rangements, remote work options, 
and adjusted expectations can sig-
nifi cantly ease the burden, especially 
for employees with larger families.

“These measures require more 
willpower than 
fi nancial re-
sources.

“As a mat-
ter of fact, 
everything is 
interconnected; 
nothing exists 
in isolation. Ex-
ceptional times 
provide an op-
portunity for 
institutions to 
demonstrate their commitment and 
social responsibility.

“When actions are aligned with 
current circumstances, trust is 
strengthened in a way that cannot be 
achieved through temporary cam-
paigns alone.

“Corporate social responsibility 
(CSR) is not limited to participat-
ing in marathons or flag-raising 
events. Rather, it means giving 
back to the community from which 
companies benefit both materially 
and morally.

“Caring for people during these 
challenging times is the highest ex-
pression of CSR, especially when it 
comes to the family, which forms the 
basic unit of society.

“I urge all private sector compa-
nies that often highlight their CSR 
efforts to become pioneering lead-
ers in this fi eld, because our society 
needs resilience. Let these actions be 
part of companies’ investment in a 
sustainable future for Kuwait.”

– Compiled by Simi K. Kutty

 Al-Kharafi 

Dr. Bahman

Meals advertised on social media

7 arrested in PAFN raid on ‘home eatery’

GTD partially shuts 5th
Ring Road for 14 days

MoI probes hit-and-run
claim in Rihab accident

Promotions to
motivate staff

Sheikh Fahad congrats officers

By Munif Naif
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff and Agencies

KUWAIT CITY, April 30: Many officers in various security sectors at 
the Ministry of Interior were promoted in line with the commitment of 
the ministry to fully support and motivate its staff.

First Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Interior Sheikh 
Fahad Yousef Saud Al-Sabah on Wednesday conferred new 
ranks on the promoted officers in a ceremony held in the pres-
ence of Undersecretary Major General Abdulwahab Al-Wuhaib, 
several assistant undersecretaries and heads of security sectors.

Sheikh Fahad Al-Yousef congratulated the promoted offi cers, at-
tributing their new ranks to their tremendous efforts and outstanding 
service in their respective roles .  He stressed that the coming period 
demands their continuous commitment to shoulder their responsibili-
ties and maintain discipline to guarantee national security and stabil-
ity. He affi rmed that the ministry personnel remain vigilant guardians 
of national security, working with unwavering determination and 
boundless dedication. 

He indicated that the current phase requires the highest level of 
readiness and vigilance and a fi rm response to anything that might 
threaten national security, under the guidance of the wise leadership. 

He added that the ministry is keen on supporting and empowering 
national personnel and improving institutional performance, thereby, 
enhancing the effi ciency of the security system and to keep pace with 
current requirements.

The security offi cials, who attended the ceremony, congratulated 
the promoted offi cers and wished them success in their new duties 
and responsibilities.

The newspaper obtained information that the offi cers were pro-
moted from fi rst lieutenant to captain, captain to major, major to lieutenant colonel, and 
lieutenant colonel to colonel.

❑      ❑      ❑

Contract annulled: The Court of First Instance annulled an investment contract between 
a female citizen and a real estate company, ordering the company to return KD30,000 -- the 
initial capital of the citizen – after proving the company breached its contractual obligations, 
reports Al-Seyassah daily. 

According to the case fi le, Attorney Ali Jawhar fi led the lawsuit on behalf of the plaintiff, 
demanding the cancellation of the contract and to obligate the company to return the full 
amount that his client paid as contribution to the real estate investment project covering sev-
eral countries. This was based on the failure of the company to return the capital or achieve 
the agreed returns.

In his lawsuit, Jawhar explained that his client paid KD30,000 as per the contract, which 
allows her to withdraw and recover her capital after two years. She sent a formal notice 
demanding the return of the amount, but the company did not respond, forcing her to resort 
to the court. 

KUWAIT CITY, April 30: Ministry of Interior (MoI) has 
opened an investigation into a citizen’s claim that an ex-
patriate deliberately threw himself in front of his luxury 
vehicle, reports Al-Anba daily.

The injured man was taken to Farwaniya Hospital and 
admitted to the intensive care unit, while the driver of 
the vehicle was detained in connection with the incident.

According to a security source, the Ministry of Inte-
rior’s Operations Room received a report of a hit-and-run 
accident in Al-Rihab. Farwaniya security personnel were 
dispatched to the scene, where they located the driver of 
the vehicle. When questioned, he stated that the expa-
triate, born in 1974, had intentionally thrown himself in 
front of the car.

The detectives intend to verify the driver’s claim by 
reviewing surveillance camera footage to determine the 
circumstances of the incident.

Meanwhile, the General Traffi c Department conducted 
intensive traffi c campaigns in a number of governorates 
during the period from April 20 to April 26, reports Al-
Seyassah daily.

According to statistics issued by the General Traffi c 
Department, the campaigns resulted in the arrest of 48 
reckless drivers and the referral of 11 juveniles to the 
Juvenile Prosecution. A large number of traffi c violations 
were recorded, and violating vehicles and motorcycles 
were impounded in accordance with Article 207 of the 
Executive Regulations of the Traffi c Law.

A total of 13,744 traffi c violations were recorded, 
while 137 vehicles and 15 motorcycles were impounded.

In addition, 63 individuals were apprehended for vio-
lating residency laws, and 6 individuals were found with-
out identifi cation. One person in an abnormal condition 
was referred to the relevant authorities.

Authorities also apprehended 122 individuals wanted 
in connection with various cases, along with 26 vehicles 
wanted by the judiciary. A total of 2,375 traffi c reports 
were also processed.

The campaigns also dealt with 205 collision accidents 
resulting in injuries, in addition to 865 collision acci-
dents without any reported casualties.

By Marwa Al-Bahrawi
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff and 

Agencies

KUWAIT CITY, April 30: The Public Au-
thority for Food and Nutrition (PAFN), in 
coordination with the Ministry of Interior, 
discovered a private residence in Hawally 
that was being illegally used for the prepara-
tion of food products.

PAFN explained in a press release that the 
seizure was carried out in the presence of 
the Deputy Director General for Inspection 
and Control Affairs. The site was being run 
without obtaining a health license, and seri-
ous violations of health and public hygiene 
requirements were observed.

According to another source, the Criminal 
Security Sector, represented by the General 
Department of Criminal Investigations’ Fi-
nancial Crimes Department has shut down 

an illegally operated facility inside a residen-
tial property that was being used as a central 
kitchen, and arrested seven workers, reports 
Al-Seyassah daily.

Security sources said the location was 
being used to prepare and serve meals that 
were promoted for sale through a social 
media account, in violation of Kuwait Mu-
nicipality regulations and without oversight 
from the Public Authority for Food and Nu-
trition (PAFN).

Following investigations and in coordina-
tion with the PAFN, authorities raided the 
premises. The raid revealed several viola-
tions, including employing workers without 
valid health certifi cates, failing to comply 
with public hygiene standards, and operating 
a food establishment without obtaining the 
required license.

The seven workers apprehended at the site 
were referred with the seized materials to the 

Public Prosecution for legal action.
The Ministry of Interior affi rmed that 

monitoring campaigns will continue in co-
operation with relevant authorities to ap-
prehend violators, stressing its commitment 
to enforcing the law to protect public health 
and safety.

PAFN’s Mubarak Al-Kabeer Inspection 
Department carried out a tour of several 
food factories, covering all stages of pro-
duction, including verifi cation of the safety 
and sources of raw materials, manufac-
turing processes, packaging, and storage. 
It was aimed to ensure compliance with 
health and technical requirements, as well 
as good manufacturing practices in the pro-
duction lines.

PAFN emphasized that these tours are part 
of its commitment to enhancing food safety 
and ensuring that consumers receive safe 
food products.

KUWAIT CITY, April 30: The General Traffi c De-
partment announced the closure of the third left-
hand express lanes on Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan Al 
Nahyan Road (Fifth Ring Road) opposite Qurtuba, 
for traffi c coming from Salmiya toward Jahra, re-
ports Al-Seyassah daily.

The department clarifi ed that the closure will be-
gin at dawn on Thursday, April 30, and will con-
tinue for 14 days.

Sheikh Fahad

Al-Wuhaib

Traffic cops arrest two
young men with drugs

By Munif Naif
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, April 30: Hawally traffi c offi cers arrested 
two young men found in an abnormal condition and in pos-
session of suspected narcotics.

According to a security source, this is part of the ongo-
ing efforts by the General Traffi c Department to apprehend 
wanted individuals and those who violate traffi c laws and 
regulations.

While offi cers were patrolling Hawally, they became 
suspicious of the two individuals. The suspects were im-
mediately taken into custody, and the seized items were 
confi scated.

The two men have been referred, along with the recov-
ered substances, to the relevant authorities for further in-
vestigation and legal action.

Two Kuwaiti citizens
perish in 2-car crash
KUWAIT CITY, April 30 : Two Kuwaiti citi-
zens, aged 24 and 19, died, and two others - a 
Kuwaiti citizen and a Gulf national aged 27 and 
22 respectively  - were injured in a horrifi c col-
lision that occurred on Wednesday in Jahra, re-
ports Al-Anba daily.

Security personnel and paramedics rushed to 
the scene, where the injured were transported to 
hospital for treatment of various fractures. A case 
of a two-vehicle collision resulting in death was 
registered at Taima Police Station.

Meanwhile, a Kuwaiti citizen fi led a report on 
behalf of his sister, stating that she was struck 
by a vehicle in Shaab Residential area and was 
transported by Hawally ambulance to Amiri 
Hospital.

He revealed that the driver involved was a Ku-
waiti citizen.

The accused, however, stated that he did not 
know the victim and that he was surprised when 
she suddenly crossed in front of him, adding that 
he attempted to avoid hitting her by all possible 
means.
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Council proposes strict rules 
for restaurant nutrition data

Mandatory QR codes, FDA-style audits sought

By Inaas Awadh
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, April 30: 
Municipal Council member 
Fahad Al-Abdaljader on 
Monday submitted a propos-
al to guarantee the accuracy 
of nutritional information 
presented in restaurants.

In the introduction to his pro-
posal, Al-Abdaljader cited sev-
eral justifications, specifically 
the rising health awareness 
within the community and the 
growing number of individuals 
who are calculating nutritional 
values like calories, protein, 
carbohydrates and fats as an es-
sential component of maintain-
ing a healthy lifestyle.

He pointed out that there have 
been inaccuracies in the figures dis-
played on the menus of many res-
taurants, hence, the need for a clear 
regulatory structure to maintain reli-

ability and trustworthiness.
He revealed that his proposal is 

based on lead-
ing interna-
tional practices 
adopted by the 
Food and Drug 
Administration 
(FDA) in the 
United States of 
America and the 
Saudi Food and 
Drug Author-
ity (SFDA). He 
called for its approval in coordina-
tion with SFDA, while enumerating 
the main goals of the proposal as fol-
lows:

❑ Prior Oversight (approval be-
fore publication): No restaurant or 
café should be allowed to display 
or publish nutritional information 
on the menu without obtaining the 
Nutritional Label Approval Cer-
tificate, which will be based on the 
results of meal testing conducted 
through an accredited analytical 
software or the laboratories that 

check the ingredients and prepa-
ration methods. Restaurants must 
be required to link each meal with 
a QR code for the consumers and 
regulatory authorities to access the 
certificate of conformity.

❑ Post-Test Monitoring and En-
suring Test Integrity: A system of 
unannounced periodic inspections 
should be introduced, including 
the random sampling of restaurant 
meals every three months to veri-
fy the declared values. The blind 
testing approach should be imple-
mented, such that samples are sent 
to laboratories identified only by 
serial numbers, without disclosing 
the name of the restaurant in order 
to prevent the manipulation of re-
sults. This is in addition to the es-
tablishment of a central laboratory 
affiliated with the Kuwait Munici-
pality, or signing a contract with an 
accredited laboratory, to act as a 
regulatory body for testing random 
samples, particularly if blind test-
ing cannot be carried out through 
private laboratories.

q Margin of Error and Penalty 
Range: The margin of error between 
declared values and laboratory find-
ings should range from 10 percent to 
15 percent. Penalties for exceeding 
this margin are as follows:

❑ First violation: a formal warn-
ing, along with the removal of nu-
tritional information from menus 
until the re-inspection is conducted 
at the expense of the violating es-
tablishment.

❑ Second violation: imposi-
tion of financial penalty under the 
‘commercial deception and endan-
gering consumer health’ classifica-
tion.

❑ Third violation: permanent re-
vocation of the license to display 
nutritional information, with the 
possibility of temporarily closing 
the establishment.

Al-Abdaljader underscored the 
importance of approving the pro-
posal immediately due to its signif-
icance in protecting public health 
and maintaining transparency in 
the local market.

Salaries account for largest share

Communications Ministry 
budget set at KD 100.5mn

By Mohammed Ghanem
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, April 30: The 
State Public Budget Report for 
the 2026/2027 fiscal year re-
vealed that KD 100.538 mil-
lion has been allocated for the 
expenditures of the Ministry of 
Communications.

This includes KD 71.041 mil-
lion for employee salaries, cov-
ering all cash and in-kind allow-
ances payable to ministry staff 
in all sectors.

The total amount allocated 
for capital expenditures reached 
KD 9.315 million, allocated to 
the ministry’s projects and ac-
tivities.

The budget allocated KD 
18.934 million for goods and ser-
vices provided by the ministry to 
support its operations.

Also, KD 1.248 million was al-
located under the “Transfers and 
Others” item, representing funds 
for asset leasing and other miscel-
laneous expenses.

The ministry’s estimated rev-
enue for the same fiscal year 
is KD 58.920 million, derived 
primarily from telephone and 
telegraph services amounting 
to KD 58 million, including 
subscriptions and international 
call and telegraph fees. Postal 
services represent the second 
source of revenue, estimated at 
KD 920,000.

132 candidates nominated

By Jaber Al-Hamoud
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times 

Staff

KUWAIT CITY, April 30: 
Minister 
of Justice 
Counselor 
Nasser Al-
Sumait con-
fi rmed that 
the recent 
batch of 
candidates 
nominated 
for the posi-
tion of “Ju-
nior Legal 
Researcher,” eligible for ap-
pointment as Public Prosecu-

tors, is the largest in the history 
of the Public Prosecution in 
Kuwait.

He explained that the number 
of accepted candidates reached 
132. This step is a response to 
the directives of the political 
leadership and falls within the 
state’s policy aimed at fully 
Kuwaitizing the judiciary by 
2030. Approval of this batch 
came after a thorough review 
of the admission procedures, 
to ensure integrity and equal 
opportunity among applicants, 
and to enhance the soundness 
of the selection process, the 
quality of outcomes, and pub-
lic trust.

Justice Ministry announces historic 
batch for public prosecution posts

Faculty of Law exams advancing to May 2

CSC nominates 4,567 citizens for 
jobs across 34 government units

KU, Abdullah Al-Salem University set
final exams in-person starting May 9
KUWAIT CITY, April 30: The Kuwait 
University Council has approved to 
conduct the fi nal examinations for the 
2025/2026 academic year in person, re-
ports Al-Seyassah daily.

According to an official statement 
issued by Kuwait University on Tues-
day, the final exam period will begin 
on May 9, and will follow in-person 
procedures in line with the applicable 
regulations.

The University Council also decided 
to shift the Faculty of Law’s current fi -
nal examinations to in-person format, 
starting Saturday, May 2, 2026.

In addition, the university confi rmed 
that the academic aptitude test will be 
held in person, with further details to be 
announced at a later date.

The University Council confi rmed 
that classes and semester examinations 

will continue to be conducted online in 
all colleges and university campuses 
until the end of the academic year, in 
accordance with the approved sched-
ules.

Kuwait University stated that it is 
maintaining coordination with the rel-
evant authorities to ensure the safety of 
students and staff, while also preserving 
the stability, quality, and continuity of 
the educational process.

Meanwhile, Abdullah Al-Salem Uni-
versity confi rmed that fi nal examina-
tions for the second semester of the 
2025/2026 academic year will be held 
in person at all colleges.

The university clarifi ed in a press re-
lease issued on Tuesday that classes and 
midterm exams will remain online until 
the end of the second semester, as per 
the approved schedules.

KUWAIT CITY, April 30: The Civil Service 
Commission (CSC) announced the nomina-
tion of 4,567 citizens registered in the Cen-
tral Employment System for positions in 
34 government entities, in accordance with 
their job requirements, reports Al-Seyassah 
daily.

CSC explained that the nomination pro-
cess was carried out based on established 
criteria for prioritizing candidates. Priority 
was given to applicants who had not pre-
viously completed the nomination process 
with any entity and were being nominated 
for the fi rst time, followed by those who 
had been previously rejected by the entity 
to which they were fi rst nominated, and then 
those who had rejected nominations more 
than once.

CSC confi rmed that it will continue is-
suing new rounds of job nominations in the 
coming period, covering various job catego-
ries for university graduates and post-sec-
ondary diploma holders, as soon as govern-
ment entities complete the electronic entry 
of their job requirements into the integrated 
civil service systems.

Regarding 250 secondary and interme-
diate qualifi cation holders registered in the 
Central Employment System who partici-
pated in training courses held in cooperation 
with the Public Authority for Applied Edu-
cation and Training (PAAET) in February, 
CSC revealed that their nomination proce-
dures for employment in government enti-
ties will begin immediately upon successful 
completion of the training course.

Shops warned as 90 citations issued

Municipality steps up enforcement in Ahmadi
KUWAIT CITY, April 30: The Public Re-
lations Department at Kuwait Municipal-
ity announced that the Audit and Municipal 
Services Monitoring Department in Ahmadi 
Governorate conducted an inspection cam-
paign. 

In a press statement, the department dis-
closed that the inspection teams checked the 

health licenses and advertising permits of 
shops, took regulatory measures against vio-
lators, and ensured compliance with regula-
tions governing shops and advertisements for 
all activities.

The department confi rmed that the campaign 
resulted in the issuance of 90 citations for vari-
ous violations, such as displaying advertise-

ments without a permit, adding business adver-
tisements without a permit, and failing to renew 
advertising permits.

The department indicated that several inspec-
tion campaigns will be carried out in all gover-
norates in the coming weeks according to the 
schedule it prepared in coordination with other 
concerned departments.

Al-Abdaljader

Al-Sumait

News in Brief

PAHW holds lottery for 34 women 
applicants in Sulaibiya and Taima
KUWAIT CITY, April 30: The Women’s Housing Affairs Committee of the Public 
Authority for Housing Welfare (PAHW) held a lottery on Wednesday for 34 Kuwaiti 
women in Sulaibiya and Taima who had submitted applications for rental housing, 
updated their information, and received notifications through the government’s Sahel 
application, reports Al-Seyassah daily.

The committee affirmed its commitment to continue the distribution process as 
soon as housing units become available.

It also highlighted its keenness to preserve the rights of eligible applicants in ac-
cordance with the approved terms and regulations.

❑     ❑     ❑

MPW continues Abdali Road paving: Ministry of Public Works announced on 
Wednesday that asphalt paving works on Abdali Road are being carried out in ac-
cordance with the new contracts for comprehensive road maintenance, reports Al-
Seyassah daily.

Meanwhile, the ministry’s Maintenance Engineering Affairs Sector announced the 
temporary suspension of its hotline call center service No. 150, which is designated 
for receiving maintenance-related reports.

The ministry clarified that it continues to receive complaints and reports through 
the alternative number 93333150, and urged citizens and residents to use this number 
until the hotline service is restored.
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Follows Council of Ministers and CSC directives, signaling administrative stability

PADA and PAAET announce return to full attendance starting May 3
By Fares Ghaleb

Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, April 30: Director 
of the Public Authority for Disability 
Affairs (PADA) Dr. Dalal Al-Oth-
man issued a circular regarding the 
resumption of regular working hours 
for all employees at 100 percent ca-
pacity.

Article One of the circular stipu-
lates the return of the offi cial work-
force at 100 percent capacity starting 
Sunday. 

Article Two states the resumption of 
evening shift system.

Article Three stipulates the return of 
regular working hours (morning shift 
system) – seven hours.

Article Four mandates full compli-

ance with Civil Service Commission 
(CSC) Resolution No. 41/2006 on the 
rules, regulations and controls for of-
fi cial work and its amendments. 

Article Five suspends the imple-
mentation of CSC Circular No. 4/2026 
on determining the number of employ-
ees in government entities under the 
circumstances in the region and CSC 
Circular No. 7/ 2026 regarding the 

offi cial working hours after the holy 
month of Ramadan.

In addition, Sheikha Al-Azmi, Di-
rector of Public Relations and Me-
dia and the offi cial spokesperson 
for the Public Authority for Applied 
Education and Training (PAAET), 
announced the resumption of offi cial 
working hours and the return to full at-
tendance for all employees of colleges, 

institutes, and affi liated departments, 
effective Sunday, May 3.

Al-Azmi explained that this deci-
sion is based on the directives of the 
Council of Ministers and the deci-
sion of the Civil Service Commission 
(CSC), and comes in light of improv-
ing conditions and growing stabil-
ity. This step represents an important 
phase towards strengthening admin-

istrative and academic stability, and 
refl ects PAAET’s readiness and that of 
its staff to continue work and achieve 
institutional goals.

She expressed her deep apprecia-
tion and gratitude to administrative 
staff for their dedicated efforts over the 
past period, which played a major role 
in maintaining work continuity and 
achieving this stability.

Kuwait, Egypt
In a statement, the Minister’s Office 

said the meeting took place at Al-Seif 
Palace in the presence of Egyptian Depu-
ty Ambassador Noura Abdulhadi.

Al-Mousherji affirmed the depth of 
relations between both countries, and 
Kuwait’s keenness on maintaining joint 
coordination to further strengthen strate-
gic bilateral cooperation.

Abu El-Wafa expressed pride in strong 
bilateral ties, affirming Egypt’s diplomat-
ic efforts to de-escalate tensions, resolve 
conflicts peacefully, and uphold interna-
tional law to ensure security and stability 
in GCC countries.

Kuwait rejects
Turning an international strait into a 

political or military bargaining chip is not 
accepted as this destroys bases on which 
the rules of passage through international 
straits are based and undermines confi-
dence in the entire global maritime sys-
tem, he noted.

He cited international law, foremost of 
the UN Charter and the rules of the law of 
the sea, that established clear principles 
based on freedom of navigation, the non-
obstruction of passage, and the prohibi-
tion of the use of force or threats against 
civilian and commercial vessels.

He highlighted the UN Security Coun-
cil Resolution 522 which stressed the ne-
cessity of respecting freedom of naviga-
tion in international waters and maritime 
passages and the Resolution 2817 which 
apparently condemned acts and threats 
that target the obstruction of international 
navigation in the Strait of Hormuz.

Al-Bannai warned that lax enforce-
ment of Security Council resolutions 
sends a dangerous message that threat-
ening navigation may go unpunished 
and international trade security can be 
left risk-taking and coercion, calling on 
the Council to take practical procedures 
which ensure the protection of interna-
tional navigation and holding account-
able those who threaten it. 

Kuwait, like its GCC sisterly countries 
and Jordan, has faced the repercussions 
of this escalation on its security, sover-

Telecom works
Moreover, CAPT reviewed bids for 

the operation and maintenance of elec-
trical power systems in all the sites of 
the ministry

In accordance with Article 40 of the 
Public Tenders Law, five bids were ac-
cepted, and one was dismissed.

These tenders will be referred to the 
ministry for technical review and pre-
sent the contract award recommenda-
tions based on the standards. 

Once audited by the State Audit 
Bureau, the ministry will implement 

these projects to ensure uninterrupted 
electrical service in its facilities and 
service locations.

Less glitz ...
It stressed the need to schedule events 

at times that do not interfere with the aca-
demic timetable or distract students from 
their studies, while avoiding organizing 
events during examination periods or re-
view sessions.

It indicated that public figures from 
outside the ministry should not be invited 
to sponsor events, or external entities 
must not be approached, without coordi-
nating with the Educational Support Ser-
vices General Directorate and obtaining 
approval from the Assistant Undersecre-
tary for Educational Affairs at least two 
weeks before the event.

It confirmed that students and their 
parents must not bear any cost or be asked 
to provide monetary or in-kind contribu-
tions to fund celebrations.  Parents are al-
lowed to attend excellence ceremonies in 
schools, provided that regulations are fol-
lowed and appropriate arrangements are 
made to ensure privacy and public order.

It emphasized that photographing stu-
dents during celebrations and programs is 
prohibited without parental consent.  

Television coverage of such events by 
entities outside the ministry is prohib-
ited as well, unless it is approved by the 
Public Relations and Educational Media 
Department.

Students and schools are not permitted 
to participate in celebrations organized 
by external parties without approval from 
the Educational Support Services Gen-
eral Directorate.

The ministry underscored the impor-
tance of adhering to the prescribed school 
uniform for students during events. When 
special attire is worn, it must comply with 
the standards of modesty and public de-
cency.

Excessive decorations, festivities or 
hospitality should be avoided, along with 
displays of extravagance or wastefulness 
that conflict with the educational mission.

It is prohibited to play or display au-
dio or visual material that contradicts the 
values, customs and traditions of Kuwaiti 

society or promotes ideas unrelated to 
education.

Events connected to national or reli-
gious occasions must reflect their signifi-
cance and value.

The ministry then called for the cir-
culation of these regulations to the prin-
cipals of secondary schools and ensure 
their strict implementation.

On the other hand, Head of the Aware-
ness Department at the Public Authority 
for Food and Nutrition (PAFN) Maryam 
Ibrahim unveiled a plan to develop the 
school canteen system, in cooperation 
with the Ministry of Education, as per the 
best nutritional and regulatory standards. 

In a press statement, Ibrahim revealed 
that this step is in accordance with Min-
isterial Resolution No. 15/2025 on the 
school canteen regulations.

She said PAFN invited food compa-
nies wishing to supply or invest in the 
school canteen development project as 
per the regulations, indicating that the 
aim is to improve the quality of food 
services provided to students. She added 
that the submission of applications start-
ed on April 12 and it will continue until 
May 12, through the public registry of 
PAFN at its headquarters in Sabah Al-
Salem. 

She stated that applicants must fulfill 
the requirements, such as obtaining a 
letter of approval from the Educational 
Activities Department at the Ministry of 
Education, and submitting copies of the 
health and commercial licenses of the 
food establishment, as well as a copy of 
the civil identification card of the legal 
representative.

She stressed the need for companies 
to strictly comply with the list of food 
products allowed in school canteens, as 
stipulated in the regulations, to ensure the 
provision of healthy and safe options for 
the students. 

She explained that this approach is part 
of ongoing efforts to strengthen partner-
ship with the private sector and support 
national efforts to provide a healthy and 
safe school environment. 

She added that PAFN remains com-
mitted to the development of the nutri-
tion system and public health through the 
efficient implementation of initiatives, 
particularly those within the educational 

environment, which is considered the pil-
lar in building future generations.

She indicated that paying attention to 
the health of students is not less impor-
tant than the educational process, as it is 
vital for ensuring excellence and healthy 
development through the integrated roles 
of all concerned parties.

In a related development, The Un-
ion of Consumer Cooperative Societies 
(UCCS) has begun assessing the capacity 
of cooperative societies to manage school 
canteens under the Ministry of Educa-
tion, according to a proposed mechanism 
that is still under review and subject to 
ongoing discussions between the relevant 
authorities.

According to informed sources, the 
mechanism has not yet been finalized.

In a letter sent by UCCS to the chair-
persons of cooperative boards, it was 
explained that the initiative follows a 
meeting held at the end of last year with 
Minister of Education Eng. Sayed Jalal 
Al-Tabtabaei regarding the proposed 
mechanism for managing school can-
teens. This is in addition to a previous 
proposal submitted to the Minister of 
Social Affairs, Family and Childhood Af-
fairs Dr. Amthal Al-Huwaila.

UCCS has requested cooperative soci-
eties to demonstrate their ability to man-
age school canteens within their respec-
tive operational areas, in accordance with 
the conditions outlined in the proposal, 
and to provide a direct sales outlet for co-
operative societies.

It also called on cooperative societies 
to submit official written confirmations 
of their approval, so that UCCS can pro-
ceed with coordinating with the relevant 
authorities in this regard.

The proposed mechanism involves 
transforming school canteens into direct 
sales points affiliated with cooperative 
societies. This includes renovating the 
canteens, displaying the name of the local 
cooperative society, and standardizing 
the design of kiosks and service windows 
in a modern and aesthetically pleasing 
manner, subject to obtaining the neces-
sary approvals from the Ministry of Edu-
cation and the Ministry of Social Affairs.

The mechanism also includes supply-
ing the required food products in accord-
ance with the standards of the Public Au-

thority for Food and Nutrition (PAFN), 
with the possibility of increasing the 
number of permitted items in school can-
teens and adding fresh food and juices.

In addition, the mechanism suggests 
allocating a cash register linked to the 
cooperative society, along with a com-
puterized system for entering shareholder 
numbers and calculating purchases as 
part of shareholder returns.

Given the large number of students, 
the proposal stipulates that sales will be 
conducted through canteen windows. 
The goods delivered will be held in 
trust by a school employee, who will 
be responsible for conducting a daily 
inventory at the end of the school day. 
This inventory will be registered under 
the name of the designated school em-
ployee.

Teachers or assigned personnel will 
handle direct sales to students. Coopera-
tive society employees may be utilized if 
the society is capable of fully managing 
the canteen for a specified period.

UCCS also proposes that payments be 
made in cash only, with collections car-
ried out at the end of school hours and 
deposited into the cooperative society’s 
accounts on the same day or, at the latest, 
the following day.

The proceeds will be transferred in 
full to the cooperative society’s account 
without any deductions for the Ministry 
of Education.

The proposal includes the installa-
tion of security cameras belonging to 
the Ministry of Education, to be moni-
tored by each school. The Ministry of 
Education will provide the relevant 
investigative authorities with camera 
recordings in cases of shortages or sus-
pected theft.

The proposed mechanism also sug-
gests that, if approved by the relevant au-
thorities, the plan would be implemented 
starting in the 2026/2027 academic year 
for a period of three years, renewable for 
a similar term.

The first semester of that academic 
year would serve as a trial period, during 
which weekly reports would be submit-
ted in the first month, followed by month-
ly reports in the second month, in order to 
address any issues and develop solutions 
for future requirements.

eignty and vital facilities, the ambassador 
pointed out. 

He indicated that the brutal Iranian at-
tacks are part of a dangerous approach 
based on expanding the scope of threats 
from land to sea, from civilian facilities 
to international waterways and from the 
security of countries to the security of 
global economy.  

The security of GCC States is an in-
tegrated part and that any attacks on the 
sovereignty of any country of this bloc, 
its vital facilities or maritime passages is 
an assault on the security of the whole re-
gion, he affirmed.

Al-Bannai reiterated Kuwait’s stance 
aligning with the Gulf position based on 
firm abidance by international law, the 
respect for countries’ sovereignty and 
good-neighborliness, the rejection of in-
terference into domestic affairs and prior-
itizing diplomacy.

Safeguarding the Strait of Hormuz 
today is the protection of a broader prin-
ciple, namely that law is stronger than 
force; the sea is a route for communica-
tion not an arena for threats; and the secu-
rity of peoples must not be held hostage 
to political and military adventurism, he 
emphasized.

Concluding the speech, Al-Bannai 
reiterated Kuwait’s call for taking co-
ordinated international action to restore 
the security of navigation, stability to the 
region, and the international law, and to 
compel Iran to halt its blatant violations 
of all international laws and ensure the 
firm enforcement of relevant Security 
Council resolutions without any leniency.

Continued from Page 1
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UK police probe double stabbing attack: The Brit-
ish government Thursday called antisemitism in the UK an 
“emergency,” and said it would spend millions increasing 
security around Jewish sites after a string of arson attacks 
and a double stabbing.

The government announced 25 million pounds ($34 mil-
lion) for more police patrols and protection around syna-
gogues, schools and community centers after two men were 
stabbed and seriously injured in London’s Golders Green 
neighborhood on Wednesday. The victims, aged 34 and 76, 
are in stable condition.

Police arrested a 45-year-old man on suspicion of at-
tempted murder and labeled the attack an act of terrorism. 
Detectives are working to determine a motive, and whether 
there could be a link to Iranian proxies.

Counterterrorism police are investigating whether the 
stabbings are linked to recent arson attacks on synagogues 
and other Jewish sites in the British capital.

Police said the suspect, whose name hasn’t been re-
leased, had “a history of serious violence and mental health 
issues.” Police searched a property in southeast London af-
ter reports the suspect was involved in an “altercation” in 
the area hours before the Golders Green attack.

Home Secretary Shabana Mahmood said she was treat-
ing antisemitism as “an emergency,” calling it “the top 
pressing issue in relation to security” she faced. (AP)

❑     ❑     ❑

Magyar pursues EU deal: Peter Magyar, leader of Hun-
gary’s Tisza Party, held talks with European Commission 

(EC) President Ursula von der Leyen on Wednesday on the 
release of EU funds earmarked for Hungary, which remain 
frozen over EU’s concerns about Hungary.

Describing his meeting with the EC president as “highly 
constructive and productive,” Magyar said in a post on X 
that they agreed that he would return to Brussels in the week 
of May 25 to seek a political agreement on the release of EU 
funds for Hungary.

The funds have been frozen over EU concerns about cor-
ruption and the rule of law in Hungary. Magyar said the 
EU has not set any conditions that will run counter to Hun-
gary’s national interests.

The Tisza party secured a landslide victory in the April 
12 parliamentary elections, winning 141 seats in the 
199-member National Assembly, paving the way for the 
formation of a new government led by Magyar.

Magyar has pledged to improve Hungary’s relations with 
the EU. His incoming government is seeking the release of 
about 18 billion euros (21 billion U.S. dollars) in EU funds, 
which were frozen during the term of Hungarian Prime 
Minister Viktor Orban’s government. (Xinhua)

❑     ❑     ❑

Ukrainian drone attack kills 3 in Russia: Three 
people have been killed and eight wounded in a Ukrainian 
military drone attack on a passenger bus in Russia’s Bel-
gorod region, regional Governor Vyacheslav Gladkov said 
on Wednesday.

“The enemy carried out a targeted strike on a passenger 
bus in the village of Voznesenovka. Three women died at 
the scene,” Gladkov wrote on his Telegram channel.

The injured have been taken to hospital with wounds to 
the head, limbs and abdomen, with two of them in serious 
condition, the governor added. (Xinhua)
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‘This is a complete and total victory for American voters’

US Supreme Court weakens Voting Rights Act and aids GOP efforts to control House
WASHINGTON, April 30, (AP): The 
Supreme Court on Wednesday hol-
lowed out a landmark Civil Rights-era 
law that has increased minority repre-
sentation in Congress and elsewhere, 
striking down a majority Black con-
gressional district in Louisiana and 
opening the door for more redistrict-
ing across the country that could 
aid Republican efforts to control the 
House.

In a 6-3 ruling, the court’s conserva-
tive majority found that the Louisiana 
district represented by Democrat Cleo 
Fields relied too heavily on race. Chief 
Justice John Roberts had described 
the 6th Congressional District as a 
“snake” that stretches more than 200 
miles (320 kilometers) to link parts of 
Shreveport, Alexandria, Lafayette and 
Baton Rouge.

“That map is an unconstitutional 
gerrymander,” Justice Samuel Alito 
wrote for the six conservatives.

The effect of the ruling may be felt 
more strongly in 2028 because most 

fi ling deadlines for this year’s congres-
sional races have passed. Louisiana, 
though, may have to change its redis-
tricting plan to comply with the deci-
sion.

It is unclear how much of the provi-
sion - known as Section 2 of the Vot-
ing Rights Act of 1965 - remains.

When he signed the bill -the main 
way to challenge racially discrimina-
tory election practices -into law more 
than 60 years ago, President Lyndon 
Johnson called it “a triumph for free-
dom as huge as any victory on any bat-
tlefi eld.”

In her dissent for the three liberal 
justices, Justice Elena Kagan wrote 
that the court’s “gutting of Section 2 
puts that achievement in peril.”

Her sentiment was shared by for-
mer President Barack Obama, who 
said the decision showed “how a 
majority of the current Court seems 
intent on abandoning its vital role in 
ensuring equal participation in our 
democracy.”

In a statement, Fields said the deci-
sion’s “practical effect is to make it 
far harder for minority communities to 

challenge redistricting maps that dilute 
their political voice.”

The voting rights law succeeded in 

opening the ballot box to Black Ameri-
cans and reducing persistent discrimi-
nation in voting. Nearly 70 of the 435 
congressional districts are protected by 
Section 2, election law expert Nicholas 
Stephanopoulos has estimated.

Alito wrote that “allowing race to 
play any part in government decision-
making represents a departure from 
the constitutional rule that applies in 
almost every other context.” He said 
Section 2 is effectively limited to in-
stances of intentional discrimination, a 
very high standard.

Kagan said the upshot of the deci-
sion is that states “can, without legal 
consequence, systematically dilute mi-
nority citizens’ voting power.”

Reaction to the decision broke along 
partisan lines.

“This is a complete and total vic-
tory for American voters. The color 
of one’s skin should not dictate which 
congressional district you belong in. 
We commend the court for putting an 
end to the unconstitutional abuse of 

the Voting Rights Act and protecting 
civil rights,” White House spokes-
woman Abigail Jackson wrote in an 
email.

The chair of the Democratic Con-
gressional Campaign Committee 
called the decision “appalling.” Rep. 
Suzan DelBene of Washington state 
said it was the latest in a long line of 
attacks by President Donald Trump 
and the conservative court “against the 
fundamental right of every American 
citizen to vote.”

She said Democrats remained 
poised to regain the House majority 
in November “despite this corrupt and 
targeted assault on the voting rights of 
Black and Brown Americans from the 
Supreme Court.”

Trump had touched off a nationwide 
redistricting competition this year to 
boost Republican chances of preserv-
ing their House edge. The president 
said some states should redraw their 
maps and he called the decision the 
“kind of ruling I like.”

The US Supreme Court is seen in Washington on April 7. (AP)

US weighs reducing troops in Germany

Merz says ties with Trump remain good

Agents armed with search warrants keep
focus on Minnesota in public fraud probe

Royal recruits boost volunteers as 
Netherlands builds up army reservists

BERLIN, April 30, (Agencies): Ger-
man Chancellor Friedrich Merz on 
Wednesday said his personal relation-
ship with US President Donald Trump 
remains good despite a recent ex-
change of sharp rhetoric regarding the 
war in Iran.

Speaking at a press conference in 
Berlin, Merz said he and Trump remain 
“on good speaking terms,” adding that 
he simply had doubts from the begin-
ning regarding the actions initiated 
with the war.

Merz called for a swift resolution to 
the confl icts in Iran as Germany and 
Europe are suffering considerably from 
the consequences of the confl icts.

Earlier this week, Merz criticized the 
United States for its “planless” military 
engagement in Iran, saying that the 
United States “is being humiliated by 
the Iranian leadership.”

In response, Trump wrote on social 
media on Tuesday that Merz “doesn’t 
know what he’s talking about” and is 
indifferent to Iran’s nuclear ambitions.

Trump on Wednesday leveled a new 
threat against NATO ally Germany, 
suggesting he could soon reduce the US 
military presence there as he continues 

to feud with Chancellor Friedrich Merz 
over the U.S-Israel war against Iran.

Trump made the threat after Merz 
earlier this week said that the US was 
being “humiliated” by the Iranian lead-
ership and criticized Washington’s lack 

of strategy in the 
war. Trump has 
also repeatedly 
railed against 
NATO for the 
alliance’s refusal 
to assist the US 
in its two-month-
old war.

“The United 
States is study-
ing and review-
ing the possible 
reduction of 

Troops in Germany, with a determi-
nation to be made over the next short 
period of time,” Trump said in a social 
media post.

Merz had said earlier Wednesday 
that his personal relationship with 
Trump remained “as good as ever,” 
but he had “had doubts from the very 
beginning about what was started there 
with the war in Iran.”

During his fi rst term in the White 
House, Trump also moved to cut US 
troops in Germany because he said the 
country spent too little on defense.

In June 2020, Trump announced he 
was going to pull out about 9,500 of the 
roughly 34,500 US troops who were 
then stationed in Germany, but the pro-
cess never actually started. Democratic 
President Joe Biden formally stopped 
the planned withdrawal soon after tak-
ing offi ce in 2021.

The U.S. has several major mili-
tary facilities in the country, includ-
ing the headquarters for US European 
Command and US Africa Command, 
Ramstein Air Base and Landstuhl 
Regional Medical Center, the largest 
American hospital outside the United 
States.

Merz met with Trump at the White 
House in March, just days after the US 
and Israel began their bombardment of 
Iran. At the time, Merz told Trump that 
Germany was eager to work with the 
U.S. on a strategy for when the current 
Iranian government no longer exists. 
Merz also expressed concern that an 
extended confl ict could do great dam-
age to the global economy.

MINNEAPOLIS, April 30, (AP): Fed-
eral agents executed multiple searches 
in Minnesota on Tuesday, seizing re-
cords and other evidence in an ongoing 
fraud investigation by the Trump ad-
ministration of publicly funded social 
programs for children, authorities said.

No details about possible crimes 
were disclosed, though armed agents 
were seen at childcare centers in the 
Minneapolis area. KSTP-TV said one 
crew even had a battering ram.

The searches occurred months af-
ter right-wing infl uencer Nick Shirley 
posted a video that said members of 
Minnesota’s Somali community were 
running fake childcare centers to col-
lect federal subsidies. It caught the 
attention of the administration and 
conservative activists, though inspec-
tors said the centers were operating as 
expected.

Minnesota has been dogged by 
fraud: At least 65 people, many of them 
Somali Americans, have been convict-
ed of ripping off a federal program that 
was meant to provide food to children. 
The investigation began during the 
Biden administration.

Separately, a federal prosecutor in 
December said as much as $9 billion 
in federal funds that supported 14 Min-
nesota-run programs since 2018 may 
have been stolen.

Democratic Gov. Tim Walz, who 
has been on the defensive about not do-

ing enough to root out fraud, welcomed 
the raids Tuesday. Minnesota’s child 
welfare agency said it shared key infor-
mation with law enforcement to “hold 
bad actors accountable.”

“We catch criminals when state and 
federal agencies share information. 
Joint investigations work, and securing 
justice depends on it,” Walz said.

The searches were being conducted 
at day cares, businesses and some resi-
dences, according to a person famil-
iar with the matter who spoke to The 
Associated Press on the condition of 
anonymity because they were not au-

thorized to publicly discuss the inves-
tigation.

Various state and federal agencies, 
including the Department of Homeland 
Security, participated in searches. At 
least two of the sites were in Shirley’s 
video. Offi cers from Minnesota’s Bu-
reau of Criminal Apprehension were 
removing boxes at some locations.

“The American people deserve to 
know how their taxpayer money was 
abused. ... No stone will be left un-
turned,” said DHS, which also noted 
the cooperation of local and state au-
thorities.

HAVELTE, Netherlands, April 30, 
(AP): Their faces daubed with camou-
fl age, the troops emerge almost silently 
from a forest with Colt C7 rifl es slung 
across their chests. They scan their sur-
roundings for potential threats.

The soldiers are members of the 10th 
Infantry Battalion Guard Security Corps 
National Reserve on a weekend exercise 
to hone their skills as the Netherlands 
bolsters its military with new recruits 
and volunteers. The Dutch government 
and top brass have committed to rais-
ing military personnel from its current 
80,000 to 120,000 by 2035 - plans that 
have broad political support.

The recent enlistment by the coun-
try’s queen and her eldest daughter as 
reservists look to be helping, with au-
thorities now scrambling to arm and 
train new recruits.

The recruitment drive in the Neth-
erlands refl ects moves across Europe 
to expand and modernize militaries as 
leaders warily eye the grinding war 
launched by Russia against Ukraine 
and the disenchantment expressed by 
US President Donald Trump with the 
NATO alliance that has been the cor-
nerstone of the defense and security ar-
chitecture of the continent since World 
War II laid ruin to much of it.

A corporal in the reserve battalion, 
who spoke on condition of anonymity 
because of the nature of her service, 
said she’s seen a shift in priorities as 
the global security outlook has gotten 
more volatile and less predictable.

“When I fi rst joined, there was al-
most no risk or almost no threat ... 
and now it’s changing so we are more 
aware of it,” she said. That has meant 
a mindset shift toward “more what we 
call ‘green things,’ infantry things.”

She added: “We are here to defend 
our country and to make sure to keep 
the threat down.”

The threat is very real, according 
to European Union and NATO of-
fi cials, who believe Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin could be ready to 
launch an attack elsewhere in Europe in 
three to fi ve years, especially if he wins 
the war in Ukraine.

New NATO plans aimed at counter-
ing that threat require allies to prepare 
their armies for big battles, focused on 
more mobile forces that can be quickly 
deployed.

Dutch recruitment got a signifi cant 
boost when Queen Maxima and her 
eldest daughter and heir to the throne 
Amalia, Princess of Orange, enlisted as 
volunteer reservists. Photos of Maxima 
in training and aiming a pistol on a 
shooting range were published around 
the world.

That royal seal of approval, to-
gether with recruiting campaigns run-
ning everywhere from newspapers and 
billboards to social media, has proven 
so successful that the military is now 
working overtime to arm, train and ac-
commodate all the newcomers.

At the Defense Ministry, it’s known 
as “the Amalia effect.”

“It’s really a thing, yes,” State Secre-
tary for Defense Derk Boswijk told The 
Associated Press. “It’s very inspiring to 
see how members of our royal family in-
spired people to join our armed forces.”

Boswijk said there are about 9,000 
reservists in the Netherlands, and re-
cruiters aim to have at least 20,000 in 
2030.

State and federal agents remove boxes of evidence collected from Metro 
Learning Center on April 28, 2026 in Minneapolis, Minn. (AP)

Members of the 10th Infantry Bat-
talion Guard Security Corps Na-
tional Reserve high-fi ve after un-
earthing an enemy foxhole during a 
weekend exercise to hone their mil-
itary skills as the Netherlands beefs 
up its military with new recruits and 
volunteer reservists in Havelte, 

Netherlands on April 25. (AP)

WASHINGTON, April 30, (AP): 
The House took a crucial step 
Wednesday toward funding the De-
partment of Homeland Security, as 
the Trump administration warned 
that money to pay Transportation 
Security Administration and other 
agency personnel will “soon run 
out,” sparking new threats of airport 
disruptions and national security 
concerns.

House Republicans adopted 
a budget resolution on a largely 
party-line vote, 215-211. The ac-
tion doesn’t automatically fund the 
department - it’s focused on even-
tually providing $70 billion for im-
migration enforcement and deporta-
tions for the remainder of President 
Donald Trump’s time in office, 
which Democrats oppose.

But launching the GOP budget 
process, which will play out over 
weeks to come, has been what 
Speaker Mike Johnson needed to 
unlock a broader bipartisan bill 
for TSA agents and others that has 
languished during the longest-ever 
agency shutdown in history. That 
bill is expected to come to a vote 
Thursday to fund much of the agen-
cy.

“It takes time,” Johnson, R-La., 
said after another day of start-stop 
action in the chamber that dragged 
for hours into the evening. “We will 
get there.”

The House’s narrow Republican 
majority has repeatedly stalled out 
under Johnson’s gavel, with his 
own party tangled in internal dis-
putes on a range of pending issues, 
including the Homeland Security 
funding.

Democrats refused to fund Immi-
gration and Customs Enforcement 
and Border Patrol without changes 
to those operations after the deaths 
of Americans protesting Trump’s 
deportation agenda. Republicans 
refused the broader Democratic-

backed bill to fund TSA and the 
other aspects of Homeland Security 
without the money for ICE and Bor-
der Patrol.

But the White House urged Con-
gress this week to act, warning the 
money Trump tapped to temporarily 
pay TSA and other workers through 
executive actions is drying up.

“DHS will soon run out of criti-
cal operating funds, placing es-
sential personnel and operations at 
risk,” said a memo from the Office 
of Management and Budget.

US Sen Markwayne Mullin, R-Okla., speaks with reporters on the 
steps at the Capitol in Washington on March 5. (AP)

House takes step toward funding DHS
as WH warns money will ‘soon run out’

The USS Gerald R. Ford aircraft carrier leaves Naval Station Norfolk on June 23, 2025, in Norfolk, Va. (AP)

USS Ford aircraft carrier will be heading home after deployment
The world’s largest aircraft carrier, 
the USS Gerald R. Ford, will be 
heading home following a record-
setting deployment of more than 
300 days that included participating 
in the war against Iran and capture 

of Venezuelan leader Nicolás Ma-
duro, two USoffi cials said Wednes-
day.

The Ford will be leaving the Mid-
dle East in the coming days and 
returning to its home port in Vir-

ginia in mid-May, according to the 
offi cials, who spoke on condition of 
anonymity to detail sensitive mili-
tary movements. The Washington 
Post reported the development 
earlier. (AP)
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5.0-magnitude quake hits Mindanao

Philippine vice president’s team rejects House claim of ‘probable cause’ to impeach
MANILA, April 30, (Agencies): The defense team of Philippine Vice President 
Sara Duterte on Wednesday rejected the claim by the Committee on Justice of the 
House of Representatives that it had found probable cause to impeach her after 
three clarifi catory hearings on two complaints under the panel’s jurisdiction.

A total of 53 lawmakers voted in favor of the motions, accusing Duterte of cor-
ruption, assassination plots, inciting sedition and patterns of abuse, among others.

Duterte did not attend the hearing on Wednesday. Her defense team said the 
proceedings before the Committee on Justice departed from the constitutional de-
sign, as the process had not confi ned itself to the verifi ed complaints and their 
attachments.

The impeachment complaint now moves to the House plenary, which is set to 
vote on the articles in May, and a one-third vote would send Sara to trial in the 
Senate.

Duterte is the daughter of former Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte. She an-
nounced her candidacy for the 2028 Philippine presidential election in February. 
If impeached and found guilty, Duterte would be removed from offi ce and banned 
from elected offi ce for life.

This is the second time the Philippine House of Representatives has attempted 
to impeach Duterte. During the fi rst impeachment attempt, the Philippine Supreme 
Court unanimously ruled the Articles of Impeachment against Duterte unconstitu-
tional in July 2025, preventing the Senate from assuming jurisdiction. The court 
said that Sara was not absolved of the allegations and that a new complaint may 
only be fi led after Feb. 6, 2026. 

The Philippines’ democracy has been long plagued by allegations of poor gov-
ernance and political turbulence, including a raging confl ict between Duterte and 
Marcos.

At Wednesday’s hearing, the National Bureau of Investigation said that com-
ments made by Duterte during an online news conference in 2024 to have Marcos, 
his wife and the House speaker killed if she herself was assassinated was a threat 
to national security.

Opponents have been specially concerned over Duterte’s alleged crimes after 

she declared her intention to seek the presidency in 2028.
Rep Gerville Luistro, who heads the justice committee, blasted the vice presi-

dent for failing to appear in six televised hearings and for asking the Supreme 
Court to stop the impeachment inquiry on several allegations, including huge bank 
transactions over the years that she has not declared as required by law.

“If there is nothing to hide, there is no reason to hide, there is no reason to 

obstruct,” Luistro said at the start of Wednesday’s committee hearing. “The only 
people who fear the disclosures of these transactions are those with dirty secrets.”

Duterte’s lawyers said in response to the House’s committee’s decision that “the 
proceedings before the committee departed from the constitutional design.”

“Instead of confi ning itself to the verifi ed complaints and their attachments, 
the process expanded into matters that properly belong to a full trial,” Duterte’s 
lawyers said without elaborating.

Duterte’s husband, Manases Carpio, fi led criminal complaints Monday against 
Luistro and other legislators and offi cials after government records of the couple’s 
bank transactions were made public in a recent House hearing. They said that 
violated the country’s bank secrecy law.

Duterte is the daughter of former President Rodrigo Duterte, who is detained 
by the International Criminal Court in the Netherlands for alleged crimes against 
humanity. The charges stem from the deadly anti-drugs crackdowns he oversaw 
while in offi ce.

Most of the allegations against Sara Duterte had been included in an impeach-
ment complaint she survived on a technicality last year.

The House of Representatives voted to impeach her last year and sent the case 
to the Senate for trial. The Supreme Court later ruled that the lower chamber vio-
lated a constitutional rule that only one impeachment case could be processed by 
it in a single year.

The vice president remains popular based on independent surveys.
Duterte and the president were running mates in a whirlwind alliance in the 

2022 election but have since had a bitter falling out.

Also:
BEIJING: An earthquake with a magnitude of 5.0 jolted Mindanao, the Philip-
pines, at 2204 GMT on Wednesday, the GFZ German Research Centre for Geosci-
ences said.

The epicenter, with a depth of 10 km, was initially determined to be at 8.99 
degrees north latitude and 126.70 degrees east longitude.

Cubans back ‘My signature for the Homeland’ 
campaign as tensions with US intensify

HAVANA, April 30, (AP): Cubans 
hunched over tables this month to sign 
up for the socialist government’s cam-
paign to support national sovereignty 
and defy the US as tensions between 
the countries escalate.

They are endorsing “My signature 
for the Homeland” movement, which 
President Miguel Díaz-Canel launched 
earlier this month.

The initiative is mocked by some 
who question why people stood in line 
to sign when hunger and poverty are 
growing across the island, while sup-
porters say it serves as a warning to the 
US that civilians want peace but will 
not back down despite recent threats of 
invasion.

“Anything for the revolution,” said 
Rodolfo Ruiz, 64, who sells sunglass-
es and other items out of his home in 
Havana. He said he signed last week 
because of President Donald Trump’s 
ongoing comments over Cuba, “so that 
he may hear and know that we are will-
ing to defend our sovereignty.”

“Watch out, Trump. Think before 
you invade Cuba, think carefully. The 
people are prepared,” Ruiz said.

In January, Trump signed an execu-
tive order asserting that the “policies, 
practices, and actions of the Govern-

ment of Cuba constitute an unusual 
and extraordinary threat,” some-
thing Cuban offi cials have repeatedly 
scoffed at.

Trump has referred to the island 
as a “failing nation” and suggested a 
“friendly takeover.”

“We may stop by Cuba after we’re 
fi nished with this,” he said in mid-
April, referring to the war in Iran.

Meanwhile, US Secretary of State 
Marco Rubio - the son of Cuban immi-

grants who fl ed before the revolution 
- has called for “new people in charge” 
of Cuba.

“It is absurd for the State Depart-
ment to claim that Cuba - a relatively 
small, developing country subjected to 
a brutal economic war - could pose a 
threat to the world’s greatest military, 
technological, and economic power,” 
Cuban Foreign Affairs Minister Bruno 
Rodríguez wrote in a post on X on 
Wednesday.

Chinese VP meets Australian foreign minister on bilateral ties: Chinese 
Vice President Han Zheng met with Australian Foreign Minister Penny Wong on 
bilateral relations in Beijing on Wednesday.

Han said that China-Australia relations have made significant progress over the 
past decade or so, but also experienced ups and downs. China and Australia’s adher-
ence to treating each other as equals, seeking common ground while reserving dif-
ferences, and mutually beneficial cooperation, conforms to the fundamental interests 
of both sides, Han added.

He noted that China stands ready to work with Australia to implement the impor-
tant common understandings reached by the leaders of both countries, hold on to 
the right direction for bilateral ties, strengthen alignment of development strategies, 
enhance dialogue and exchanges, and build a more mature, stable and fruitful China-
Australia comprehensive strategic partnership.

Penny Wong said that currently Australia-China relations have maintained a 
sound growth momentum, with steady progress in mutually beneficial cooperation, 
adding that Australia highly values its ties with China and will enhance communica-
tion and dialogue, expand pragmatic cooperation, and advance sustained develop-
ment of bilateral relations. (Xinhua)

❑     ❑     ❑

Fire breaks out in apartment tower in Jakarta: A fire broke out in an apart-
ment building in West Jakarta, Indonesia, on Thursday morning.

Thick smoke was seen rising from the building at around 7:15 a.m. local time, 
prompting residents to evacuate.

Firefighters were still working to extinguish the blaze and evacuate residents. It 
was not immediately known whether there were any casualties. (Xinhua)

❑     ❑     ❑

French teen charged in Singapore over straw-licking video: A French 
teen is facing mischief and public nuisance charges in Singapore after posting a 
video on social media of himself licking a straw from an orange juice vending ma-
chine and then putting it back.

Didier Gaspard Owen Maximilien, 18, was charged April 24 and hasn’t entered 
a plea, the city-state’s largest English-language newspaper, The Straits Times, said. 
He allegedly committed the offense at a shopping mall on March 12, and his video 
spread rapidly when it surfaced, the report said.

The teen was granted court permission Wednesday to travel to Manila from May 
2-25 for a school trip required for his graduation, the Straits Times said. He is due 
back in court on May 29.

Mischief carries a penalty of up to two years in prison or a fine, or both, while 
public nuisance is less severe with up to three months in prison or a fine, or both.

IJooz, the company operating the juice vending machine, filed a police report, and 
sanitized the dispenser while replacing all 500 straws in the machine. It said it would 
upgrade its machines to include measures such as individually packaged straws and 
straw compartments that unlock only after the transaction is completed.

Lawyers for the teen, who is studying in a French business school in Singapore, 
declined to comment on the case when contacted.

Singapore, a small, densely populated city-state, tightly regulates public behavior 
and cleanliness. (AP)

❑     ❑     ❑

Man on the run after attacking 2 students in Tokyo: A man who allegedly 
attacked two high school students with a hammer and sprayed an unidentified sub-
stance at police in Tokyo on Wednesday morning has been on the run after initially 
barricading himself inside his home, local media reported.

Police have launched a search for the man on suspicion of attempted murder.
The incident occurred at around 7:20 a.m. local time on a street in Fussa, a subur-

ban area in western Tokyo. The suspect, believed to be in his 40s, hit one student in 
the face and another in the shoulder, according to Kyodo News.

Responding police officers were threatened with a knife before the man sprayed 
an unknown substance at them, leaving three injured. All of those affected have been 
taken to the hospital, none in life-threatening condition.

Believing the man had barricaded himself inside his home, police stormed the 
residence around noon but didn’t find the suspect.

Security camera footage showed he had fled through a back door before police 
entered, the report said. (Xinhua)

❑     ❑     ❑

Cambodian court upholds opp’n leader’s treason conviction: A Cam-
bodian court Thursday upheld the treason conviction and 27-year prison sentence 
for opposition leader Kem Sokha, whose 2017 arrest opened a broad government 
crackdown on political opponents in the country.

The Phnom Penh Appeals Court also barred Kem Sokha from leaving the country 
for five years after he finishes his sentence, which he is serving under house arrest.

Cambodia’s government has long been accused of using the judicial system to 
persecute critics and political opponents. The government insists it promotes the 
rule of law under an electoral democracy, but political parties seen as potential rivals 
have been dissolved by the courts or had their leaders jailed or harassed.

Kem Sokha, now 72, was convicted in 2023 following a long pretrial detention. 
He was accused of conspiring with the United States to topple the Cambodian gov-
ernment. The primary evidence against him was a video of him discussing political 
advice from US-based pro-democracy groups.

His Cambodia National Rescue Party had been the only credible opponent of the 
ruling Cambodian People’s Party, but it was dissolved by the Supreme Court after 
his arrest and was unable to contest the 2018 election. The party of long-serving 
Prime Minister Hun Sen subsequently swept all the seats in the National Assembly. 
His son, Hun Manet, succeeded him in the position in 2023 but has not liberalized 
the system. (Xinhua)

❑     ❑     ❑

NZ court rejects appeal by gunman to abandon guilty pleas: The white 
supremacist who shot and killed 51 at two mosques in Christchurch, New Zealand, 
lost an attempt to undo his guilty pleas in a Court of Appeal ruling Thursday.

The panel of three judges dismissed Brenton Tarrant’s claim that harsh prison 
conditions prompted him to make an involuntarily admission to terrorism, murder 
and attempted murder charges. His bid to withdraw his guilty pleas and seek a trial 
was “utterly devoid of merit,” they wrote.

The Australian man, who is now 35, killed 51 worshippers and injured dozens 
more in March 2019 when he drove to two Christchurch mosques and opened fire 
with semiautomatic weapons during Friday prayers. Tarrant’s guilty pleas in March 
2020 brought relief to bereaved families and survivors of the attack, who feared he 
would use a public trial to air his hateful views. (AP)

138 killed in Zimbabwe’s seasonal rainfall-induced hazards: At least 
138 people have been killed and 72 others injured across Zimbabwe due to rain-
induced hazards since the start of the rainy season last October, the Department of 
Civil Protection (DCP) said Wednesday.

In its latest situation report, the DCP stated that persistent heavy rains in March 
triggered widespread flooding, dam breaches, and marooning incidents. The severe 
weather also devastated critical infrastructure, including bridges, in some parts of 
the country.

The fatalities were primarily attributed to drowning as individuals attempted to 
cross flooded rivers, as well as lightning strikes and mine collapses caused by the 
heavy downpours.

The impact has been extensive, with 8,352 households affected and damage 
reported to 347 houses, 237 schools, and 15 health facilities. Major highways and 
roads in both urban and rural areas have also been rendered impassable and require 
urgent rehabilitation. (Xinhua)

❑     ❑     ❑

Mugabe’s son ordered deported from S.Africa: A magistrate ordered a 
son of the late Zimbabwe President Robert Mugabe to be immediately deported 
from South Africa on Wednesday after he pleaded guilty to two criminal charges 
earlier this month.

Magistrate Renier Boshoff ordered that Bellarmine Mugabe be taken by police 
to an international airport in Johannesburg and be sent back.

Mugabe, 29, had pleaded guilty to brandishing an object “likely to lead a person 
to believe it is a firearm” and being in South Africa illegally. He was ordered to pay 
around $36,000 in fines or serve two years in prison.

Mugabe and another man, identified as his cousin, were arrested in February and 
initially faced charges of attempted murder over the shooting of an employee at 
Mugabe’s home in Johannesburg. The police have not found the gun used.

Mugabe pleaded guilty to lesser charges unrelated to the shooting in a deal with 
prosecutors. (Xinhua)

❑     ❑     ❑

Mali sets strategic directions after coordinated attacks: Assimi Goi-
ta, Mali’s transitional president, on Wednesday chaired a session of the Superior 
Council of National Defense to assess the security situation across the country 
following the coordinated attacks launched on April 25.

According to a statement posted by the Malian presidency on its official Face-
book page, Minister of Security and Civil Protection Daoud Aly Mohammedine 
told the press that the April 25 attacks, which targeted several localities, had been 
carefully planned by armed terrorist groups with clearly defined strategic objec-
tives.

He said the attackers suffered heavy human and material losses before being 
forced to retreat, thanks to the responsiveness, determination, and professionalism 
of the defense and security forces.

Mohammedine also expressed condolences to the victims of the April 25 events 
and paid tribute to the late Minister of State and Minister of Defense and Veterans 
Affairs Sadio Camara. (Xinhua)

❑     ❑     ❑

22 militants killed in southern Somalia: Somali armed forces, backed by 
international partners, have killed 22 al-Shabaab militants, including a command-
er, during targeted operations carried out over the past three days in the country’s 
southern region.

The Ministry of Defense said on Wednesday that the operations, involving 
ground forces and airstrikes, resulted in the killing of militants in Buulo Cabdalla 
in the Lower Shabelle region.

Among the dead was Commander Cabdiraxmaan Jeeri, who was known for ter-
rorizing the local civilian population.

“The ministry also expresses its appreciation to international partners for their 
continued support for operations aimed at advancing peace and stability in Soma-
lia,” it said in a statement.

The ministry underlined its ongoing commitment to intensifying operations, 
which are part of a broader strategy to maintain stability by eliminating al-Shabaab 
terrorists.

The al-Shabaab extremist group was driven out of the capital, Mogadishu, in 
2011, but militants are still hiding in rural areas of these regions, conducting am-
bushes and planting landmines. (Xinhua)

People ride in a shared taxi in front of a sign opposing the US blockade on 
Cuba, in Havana on April 28. (AP)

Protesters shout slogans as they hold a rally outside the House of Repre-
sentatives while a congressional hearing on an impeachment bid against 
Vice President Sara Duterte is ongoing in Quezon, Philippines on April 29. 

(AP)

Asia

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi, also a member of the Political Bureau 
of the Communist Party of China Central Committee, holds the eighth 
China-Australia diplomatic and strategic dialogue with Australian For-
eign Minister Penny Wong in Beijing, capital of China, April 29. (Xinhua)

Brazil’s Senate blocks Lula’s Supreme
Court nominee, 1st rejection in 132 yrs
SAO PAULO, April 30, (AP): Brazil’s Senate dealt a 
political blow to President Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva on 
Wednesday by rejecting his nomination to the Supreme 
Court, the fi rst in more than 130 years and a sign that 
the veteran leader is not popular among many important 
lawmakers as he seeks reelection.

Only 34 senators voted in favor of Jorge Messias, 
who has been Brazil’s solicitor-general since 2023 and a 
close legal adviser to Lula, while another 42 rejected his 
appointment. Many of the latter, including presidential 
hopeful Sen. Flávio Bolsonaro, celebrated in the cham-
bers after the result.

Messias, who also worked for former president and 
Lula ally Dilma Rousseff, needed 41 votes to be ap-
proved.

“I am thankful to each vote I received. I think each 
of us fulfi lls a purpose and I fulfi lled mine,” Messias 
told journalists in capital Brasilia after being rejected by 
the Senate. “That’s life. There’s days of victory, days of 
defeat. We have to accept it.”

The president of Brazil’s Senate, Davi Alcolumbre, 
openly advocated for another candidate before Lula 
picked Messias as his nominee. Brazilian media has re-
ported for months that the senator was at odds with Lula 
for not choosing former senator Rodrigo Pacheco.

Creomar de Souza, a political analyst with Dharma 
Political Risk and Strategy, a political consultancy fi rm 
based in Brasilia, said Lula has struggled to work with 
the legislature since he returned to offi ce, and the rebuke 
of Messias is the ultimate sign of that.

“This dispute around Messias involved putting him in 

a diffi cult position. The administration announced it was 
him and then it took long to properly nominate him. Af-
ter that, the voting process did not include a real coordi-
nation,” de Souza said. “He was too exposed, there was 
not an effi cient defense of him and the result couldn’t 
have been different.”

Lula, who is seeking reelection in October for his 
fourth inconsecutive term, picked Messias to replace 
Luís Roberto Barroso, who resigned in November. Since 
then, Brazil’s top court has operated with 10 members.

Mali’s junta leader Assimi Goita, (front), visits a victim at a hospital in Kati, 
Mali on April 28, after a coordinated attack by Islamic militants and separat-

ists over the weekend. (AP)

Armed al-Shabab fighters ride on pickup trucks as they prepare to travel into 
the city, just outside the capital Mogadishu, in Somalia on Dec. 8, 2008. (AP)

Brazil’s President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva speaks 
during a joint press conference with German Chan-
cellor Friedrich Merz at the end of the German-
Brazilian intergovernmental consultations at Herr-
enhausen Palace, in Hannover, northern Germany 

on April 20. (AP)
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Oil price up 37 cents to $106.18 pb
KUWAIT CITY, April 30, (KUNA): 
Kuwait crude oil price rose by 37 cents 
to reach USD 106.18 per barrel (pb) in 
Wednesday’s trading, compared to USD 
105.81 pb Tuesday, Kuwait Petroleum 

Corporation (KPC) said Thursday.
In global markets, Brent crude increased 

by USD 6.77 to settle at USD 118.03 pb, 
while West Texas Intermediate rose by 
USD 6.95 to USD 106.88 pb.

Al-Sager, Al-Fares highlight ‘Bankee’ impact on youth literacy

NBK, Nazaha discuss strengthening partnership to promote fi nancial literacy and integrity
KUWAIT CITY, April 30: In 
line with the efforts to strength-
en strategic private and public 
partnerships, Mr. Isam Al-Sag-
er, Vice Chairman and Group 
CEO of National Bank of Ku-
wait, paid an offi cial visit to the 
Kuwait Anti-Corruption Au-
thority (Nazaha), where he met 
with its Chairperson, Dr. Rana 
Al-Fares and members of the 
Board of Directors. The meeting 
focused on exploring opportuni-
ties for collaboration and further 
partnerships in educational and 
awareness-raising initiatives 
that enhance integrity and so-
cial responsibility values and 
achieve a sustainable impact on 
society.

The visit aimed to underscore 
the importance of institutional 
collaboration between NBK, 
one of Kuwait’s leading fi nan-
cial institutions, and Nazaha, 
which refl ects the commitment 
of both parties towards support-
ing national initiatives and pro-
moting positive behavioral val-
ues within the community.

The meeting involved re-
viewing the achievements of 
“Bankee”, the fi rst program of 
its kind in Kuwait, which was 
established by NBK in collabo-
ration with Nazaha and the Min-
istry of Education to promote 
fi nancial literacy among learn-
ers from a young age. Since its 
launch 4 years ago, “Bankee” 
has achieved noticeable suc-
cesses, as it reached more than 
104 schools, and benefi ting 

more than 50,000 learners, with 
the participation of more than 
12,000 teachers in various re-
gions of Kuwait, which echoes 
the wide and positive impact of 
the program on the educational 
system.

Moreover, the meeting ex-
plored the qualitative impact of 
“Bankee” in developing fi nan-
cial literacy among learners, as 
well as instilling in them a set of 

core values, such as responsibil-
ity, discipline, honesty and in-
tegrity, in addition to enhancing 
personal development skills, as 
well as the spirit of cooperation 
and teamwork. All these val-
ues contribute to raising a gen-
eration of Kuwaiti youth who 
are aware of the importance 
of stability and fi nancial inde-
pendence, and who possess the 
fi nancial knowledge and skills 

necessary to achieve sustainable 
development and enhance the 
economic well-being of indi-
viduals and society.

Additionally, these efforts 
align with the role of Nazaha in 
promoting a culture of integrity, 
transparency and respect for 
public funds through awareness 
and educational initiatives that 
target students and build sus-
tainable community awareness.

“Bankee” is a key pillar of 
NBK’s corporate social respon-
sibility strategy, which focuses 
on supporting education, em-
powering youth, and preparing 
a conscious and responsible 
generation capable of positively 
adding to Kuwait’s comprehen-
sive development.

This visit underscores the im-
portance of maintaining joint in-
itiatives that combine awareness 
and education, ensuring their 
lasting positive impact on stu-
dents and the community, and 
strengthening national efforts to 
build a generation aware of the 
values of integrity and responsi-
bility.

It is worth noting that NBK 
is committed to dedicating its 
efforts and resources to fruitful 
cooperation with all state insti-
tutions to develop society and 
human resources, which are the 
cornerstone of growth and pros-
perity, particularly in the fi eld 
of education, to which the Bank 
is committed to providing all 
forms of support for its develop-
ment.

NBK, Nazaha step up collaboration to boost fi nancial literacy and integrity.

■ NBK’s efforts align with Nazaha’s vision of building a 
generation capable of achieving sustainable develop-
ment and economic prosperity.

■ Since its launch in, Bankee saw noticeable successes 
and widespread adoption of the program in schools.

■ NBK is committed to providing comprehensive support 
for educational development.

■ Bankee is a cornerstone of the Bank’s corporate social 
responsibility strategy.

Land reform push shifts market toward development and investment

Real Estate enters new phase as land hoarding curbed
Kuwait Airways launches Jahra 
offi ce to boost customer access

By Marwa Al-Bahrawi
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, April 30: As the government 
moves to redraw the map for using undeveloped land 
through inventory and classifi cation, a new phase 
is emerging in the Kuwaiti real estate market. This 
phase is marked by a shift away from land hoarding 
and speculation toward utilizing land as a productive 
economic asset that supports growth and diversifi es 
income sources.

Between land classifi cation and new legislation, 
experts have indicated that mixed-use projects, logis-
tics, and housing are among the main drivers of the 
next phase, supported by regulatory measures aimed 
at encouraging landowners to develop or sell their 
property.

Former Municipal Council member Hamoud Oqla 
Al-Enezi explained that the government’s move to 
inventory undeveloped land represents a pivotal turn-
ing point in the trajectory of real estate and economic 
development.

The true value does not lie in merely selling land, 
but in transforming it into a productive economic as-
set capable of generating sustainable returns.

The next phase will witness a rise in mixed-use 
projects that combine residential, service, retail, of-
fi ce, and public facilities, as these projects are more 
capable of generating added value compared to 
single-use developments. The residential sector will 
remain a top priority due to increasing demand, with 
approximately 105,000 housing applications cur-
rently pending, a number expected to rise to nearly 
197,000 by 2035.

The success of land allocation depends on the abil-
ity of the relevant authorities to link it to clear and 
measurable economic outcomes, such as the number 
of jobs created, the size of investments, and opera-
tional returns.

Al-Enezi cautioned against the process becoming 
merely a real estate recycling scheme or new forms of 
speculation that do not add real value to the economy. 

He highlighted that real estate-related sectors ca-
pable of supporting non-oil GDP include logistics, 
warehousing, light industries, craft zones, tourism 
and entertainment, education, and healthcare, in ad-
dition to waterfront projects and modern markets, in 
line with the objectives of New Kuwait 2035 vision.

Al-Enezi indicated that the implementation of Law 
No. 126/2023, which prohibits the monopolization of 
vacant land and imposes fees from March 2026, will 
signifi cantly change landowners’ attitude, pushing 
them towards two clear economic options - develop-
ment or sale, instead of holding land without devel-
opment.

He predicted that the next three years will witness 
a shift in investor trend, with a decline in the role 
of speculators and a rise in the role of long-term in-
vestors, along with a growing tendency among land-
owners to enter into partnerships with developers or 
restructure their real estate portfolios.

Al-Enezi indicated that there are several challeng-
es, particularly lengthy bureaucratic procedures, the 
multiplicity of stakeholders, the slow pace of land-
use changes, and high fi nancing costs.

He emphasized that public-private partnerships 
represent the ideal model for developing large-scale 
land projects, as they strike a balance between state 
ownership of assets and the private sector’s capacity 
for fi nancing and execution.

Al-Enezi stressed that the success of the next phase 
will not be measured by the volume of transactions, 
but rather by the ability of these projects to create real 
job opportunities, increase non-oil GDP, and trans-
form land from static assets into active drivers of the 
national economy.

For his part, the CEO of Reem Real Estate Com-
pany and real estate expert Khaled Ali Al-Saghir 
stated that this step establishes a new phase based on 
planning that rely on accurate data and a professional 
database rather than individual interpretations.

He explained that building an accurate and updated 
database of land, and classifying it according to its 
uses, represents the fi rst pillar of any successful de-
velopment project. The quality of information will be 
directly refl ected in the effi ciency of investment and 
real estate decisions, whether at the state level or in 
the private sector.

The next phase will witness the emergence of new 
investment sectors, primarily warehousing and logis-
tics services, given the increasing demand for storage 
space resulting from regional changes, disruptions 
in some supply chains, and regulatory decisions that 
have closed a number of unlicensed warehouses.

The logistics sector is not merely a traditional 
real estate activity, but rather the lifeblood of the 

economic cycle, as it is directly linked to supply 
chains, the storage of food, commodities, and raw 
materials, and the maintenance of strategic re-
serves of these goods.

Land development must be part of a comprehen-
sive vision that includes infrastructure development, 
road and transportation networks, as well as tourism 
and industrial projects. Real estate development can-
not be separated from other economic sectors; rather, 
it is an integral part of a cohesive system that contrib-
utes to supporting non-oil GDP.

Al-Saghir emphasized that the timing of these 
measures, along with the implementation of the law 
preventing the monopolization of vacant land, repre-
sents a signifi cant reform initiative. However, he said 
it still requires further development through a pack-
age of complementary legislation and decisions.

He commended the Cabinet’s recent decision 
to form a temporary committee to study the short-
comings and implications of implementing Law No. 
126/2023, which combats the monopolization of va-
cant land.

Al-Saghir explained that the real estate market 
needs to move beyond its comfort zone by adopting 
new regulatory tools that enhance transparency and 
curb negative practices. Recent decisions regulating 
real estate advertisements and updating municipal 
requirements have contributed to improving the busi-
ness environment and redefi ning market practices.

He called for the establishment of a unifi ed um-
brella organization or real estate authority encom-
passing all relevant entities, including Kuwait Mu-
nicipality, the Ministry of Commerce and Industry, 
the Real Estate Registration Department, the Kuwait 
Fire Force (KFF), the Ministry of Electricity, Water 
and Renewable Energy, and other related bodies, in 
order to streamline procedures.

Al-Saghir stressed that relying on existing tools 
will not address the current backlog in the housing 
issue due to continuously rising demand. 

He highlighted that the current number of housing 
applications is close to 100,000, with approximately 
8,000 new applications added annually, meaning the 
challenge is expected to double in the coming years.

Al-Saghir pointed out that addressing this crisis 
requires adopting a real partnership model with the 
private sector, both in developing housing projects 
and in providing innovative fi nancing solutions.

KUWAIT CITY, April 30, (KUNA): 
Kuwait Airways inaugurated on 
Thursday a new sales offi ce at Jahra 
Mall as part of efforts to expand ser-
vices and enhance accessibility for 
customers across the country.

The opening ceremony was at-
tended by Hamad Al-Habshi and 
Abdulmohsen Al-Fagaan, alongside 
several offi cials.

Speaking to KUNA, Al-Habshi 
said the step refl ects coordinated 
efforts between Jahra Governorate 
and Kuwait Airways, adding it rep-
resents a qualitative addition that en-
hances services provided to citizens 
and residents in the governorate.

He noted that the new offi ce would 
help facilitate travel procedures and 
save time and effort for customers, 
particularly in light of the governo-
rate’s growing population and rapid 

urban expansion.
Al-Habshi praised Kuwait Air-

ways as a leading national institution 
refl ecting Kuwait’s standing in the 
aviation sector, commending its ef-
forts to expand services locally and 
internationally in line with customer 
expectations and quality standards.

For his part, Al-Fagaan said the 
opening falls as part of the national 
carrier’s strategy to strengthen its 
presence and provide services closer 
and more effi ciently to customers 
across Kuwait.

He affi rmed the company’s com-
mitment to developing its service 
system and offering integrated so-
lutions that meet travelers’ needs, 
refl ecting its ongoing dedication 
to enhancing travel experience and 
delivering high standards of quality 
and excellence.

KUWAIT CITY, April 30: Warba 
Bank honored the winners of the 
fourth edition of its “Qurra War-
ba” Ramadan competition, held 
in collaboration with the “Saad” 
application. The competition drew 
3,662 participants across various 
age groups, making it a signifi-
cant community initiative aimed 

at promot-
ing Quranic 
r e c i t a t i o n 
and Tajweed 
through inter-
active digital 
platforms.

The event 
saw strong 
engagement 
during the 
Holy Month 
of Ramadan, 

reflecting the bank’s success in 
using digital technology to foster 
positive competition and religious 
education.

Social Impact and Community 
Development:

Abdullah Fakhro, Executive 
Manager of Sharia Management at 
Warba Bank, said the participation 
of 3,662 individuals reflects the 
community’s demand for initia-
tives that combine Islamic values 
with modern digital tools.

“We believe our social respon-
sibility extends beyond launching 
initiatives to providing platforms 
that support community develop-
ment and cultural identity,” Fakhro 
said. He added that the competi-
tion offered participants an oppor-

tunity to learn and improve their 
recitation skills through a digital 
platform.

Leveraging Technology for 
Religious Education:

Fakhro said the competition aligns 
with the bank’s vision of employing 

digital solutions to expand access to 
educational content. The partner-
ship with the “Saad” app provided a 
specialized and user-friendly experi-
ence for participants across different 
age groups.

As part of the campaign, Warba 

Bank and “Saad” hosted an intro-
ductory booth at Assima Mall, fea-
turing a mini-studio that enabled 
visitors to experience Quranic 
recitation firsthand. This two-day 
event helped increase participation 
and engagement throughout the 
competition period.

Ongoing Community Initia-
tives:

The bank said such initiatives 
are central to its strategy of sup-
porting sustainable community 
programs that promote knowledge 
and cultural values. The closing 
ceremony honored the winners to 
encourage continued learning and 
engagement with Quranic studies.

About Warba Bank:
Warba Bank is a leading Islamic 

bank in Kuwait with a strong focus 
on Sharia-compliant digital bank-
ing. With one of the largest share-
holder bases in the country, the 
bank delivers innovative financial 
products and services, reinforcing 
its position as a digital-focused in-
stitution.

Part of the ceremony honoring the winners.

Highlighting community demand for digital learning

Warba Bank honors winners of ‘Qurra Warba’ Quran Competition

Abdullah Fakhro

KUNA photo
The Jahra Governor Hamad Al-Habshi, and the Chairman of the Board of 
Directors and CEO of Kuwait Airways, Capt. Abdulwahab Al Shatti, partici-

pated in the opening ceremony of the new sales offi ce in Jahra Mall.
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Gulf Bank records KD 9.4 million in net profit and recorded 
a 4% growth in operating profit for the first quarter of 2026
KUWAIT CITY, April 30: Gulf Bank K.S.C.P. an-
nounced its fi nancial results for the fi rst three months 
ending 31 March 2026. The Bank reported a net prof-
it of KD 9.4 million, in line with its 2025 fi rst three 
months net profi t of KD 9.4 million. 

In addition, Gulf Bank recorded an operating in-
come of KD 45.1 million for the fi rst three months of 
2026, representing an increase of 2.6% compared to 
the same period of last year.

Moreover, operating profit before total provi-
sions and impairments was KD 21.7 million, rep-
resenting an increase of 4.0% compared to the first 
quarter of 2025. 

Financial Performance

The fi rst quarter of 2026 fi nancial results were pri-
marily driven by a stable, yet slightly improved, net 
interest income of KD 35.3 million, alongside an in-
crease in net fees and commissions of 15.5% to reach 
KD 6.7 million. This was partially offset by a marginal 
increase in operating expenses by 1.3%, alongside an-
increase in total provisions and impairments of 6.4%.

As for asset quality, the non-performing loans 
(NPL) ratio was 1.3% as of 31 March 2026, compared 
to the prior year level of 1.5%. Additionally, the Bank 
continues to have signifi cant non-performing loans 
coverage ratio of 312% including total provisions and 
collaterals. 

Total credit provisions as of 31 March 2026 reached 
KD 260 million whereas IFRS 9 accounting require-
ments (i.e., ECL or expected credit losses) were KD 
187 million. As a result, the Bank has a healthy excess 
provision level of KD 74 million, above and beyond 
what is required by IFRS 9 accounting requirements. 

Compared to 31 December 2025, total assets in-
creased by 4.4% to KD 8.0 billion, net loans and 
advances increased by 5.6% to KD 6.2 billion, total 
deposits increased by 3.8% to reach KD 5.9 billion, 
while total shareholders’ equity reached KD 828 mil-
lion.

The Bank’s regulatory Tier 1 ratio of 13.7% was 
2.7% above the regulatory minimum of 11% and the 
Capital Adequacy Ratio (CAR) of 15.7% was 2.7% 
above the regulatory minimum of 13%. 

On the 14thof March 2026, Gulf Bank held its An-
nual General Assembly Meeting, where shareholders 
approved the distribution of a cash dividend of 9fi ls 
per share for the year 2025, representing a 68% cash 
payout ratio per share, in addition to a distribution of 
5% bonus shares.

Sovereign Stability 

Commenting on the fi nancial results for the fi rst 
quarter of 2026, Gulf Bank Chairman Mr. Ahmad 
Mohammad Al-Bahar stated: “We are operating in an 
exceptionally challenging environment, as Kuwait is 
facing hostile security developments and heightened 
regional tensions during the fi rst quarter of 2026. 
While these conditions have weighed on market senti-

ment and affected parts of the local and regional eco-
nomic landscape, the State’s institutional strength and 
coordinated policy response have supported the conti-
nuity of economic activity.”

He continued: “During the quarter, key sovereign 
indicators remained robust. Kuwait’s credit ratings 
were reaffi rmed by leading rating agencies, refl ecting 
the country’s strong fi nancial position and external 
buffers. In parallel, theKuwait Ministry of Finance 
presented the draft budget for FY2026/2027 with no 
changes, describing the fi scal position as stable, with 
suffi cient liquidity to meet both near- and medium-
term obligations. While current conditions may place 
pressure on fi scal balances, Kuwait continues to bene-
fi t from funding fl exibility supported by domestic mar-
ket depth and access to international capital markets.”

“In response to these developments, the Central 
Bank of Kuwait introduced targeted regulatory and 
macroprudential measures, including adjustments to 
liquidity requirements, expansion of lending limits, 
and the partial release of capital conservation buffers. 
These measures are aimed at enhancing the banking 
sector’s fl exibility, supporting credit fl ows to the econ-
omy, and safeguarding fi nancial stability.”

Mr. Al Bahar added: “Against this backdrop, Gulf 
Bank continues to demonstrate resilience in its fi rst 
quarter of 2026 fi nancial performance, supported by 
its solid fi nancial position. Despite ongoing head-
winds, the Bank sustained its profi tability, reporting a 

net profi t of KD 9.4 million, broadly consistent with 
the fi rst quarter of last year.”

Operational Progress

Commenting on the operational performance of 
Gulf Bank, Acting Chief Executive Offi cer Mr. Sami 
Mahfouz said: “During the fi rst quarter of 2026, and 
in response to the evolving operating environment, 
the Bank activated its business continuity and risk 
management protocols in line with established frame-
works and the directives of the Central Bank of Ku-
wait. This ensured the uninterrupted operation of our 
systems and the continued delivery of services across 
all channels. Our customers maintained full access 
to the Bank’s services through our branch network, 
digital platforms, call center, and ATM infrastructure, 
enabling seamless and secure transactions for both in-
dividual and corporate clients. At the same time, we 
placed strong emphasis on employee wellbeing and 
operational readiness, ensuring that our teams remain 
fully equipped to support customers effectively under 
all circumstances.”

Mr. Mahfouz added: “Operationally, we continued 
to advance our digital capabilities, enhancing the ac-
cessibility, security, and effi ciency of our services. At 
the beginning of the year, Gulf Bank announced the 
launch of its new mobile application dedicated to SME 
and Corporate banking, designed to meet the evolving 
needs of businesses across various sectors. The appli-
cation enables faster decision-making, particularly for 

critical approvals such as payroll transfers and other 
transactions carried out by corporate teams, while 
providing greater fl exibility and control over banking 
activities.”

On the fi nancial performance of the Bank during 
the fi rst quarter of 2026, Mr. Mahfouz stated: “Finan-
cially, Gulf Bank delivered a stable performance dur-
ing the fi rst quarter of 2026, refl ecting the consistency 
and resilience of its core operating model. The Bank 
continued to record healthy balance sheet expansion, 
with total assets increasing by 4.4% year to date to sur-
pass KD 8.0 billion, supported by a 5.6% growth in net 
loans, reaching KD 6.2 billion.

Additionally, the Bank’s operating income rose to 
KD 45.1 million, marking a 2.6% increase year on 
year.This performance was primarily driven by a 0.5% 
growth in net interest income, alongside a 15.5% in-
crease in net fees and commissions. These results un-
derscore the Bank’s ability to sustain strong business 
activity while maintaining a strategic focus on diver-
sifying its income streams and enhancing overall rev-
enue quality.”

Credit Ratings

Gulf Bank’s fi nancial strength and operating profi le 
were affi rmed by leading rating agencies. Fitch Ratings 
assigned a Long-Term Issuer Default Rating (IDR) of 
‘A’ with a Stable Outlook, while Moody’s rated long-
term deposits at ‘A3’ with a Stable Outlook. Capital 
Intelligence Ratings affi rmed a Long-Term Foreign 
Currency rating of ‘A+’ with a Stable Outlook, further 
highlighting the Bank’s sound risk profi le and prudent 
management practices.

Appreciation

Mr. Al-Bahar concluded his remarks by saying: “As 
we progress through 2026, we will continue to closely 
monitor local and regional developments and respond 
appropriately, while maintaining our focus on execut-
ing the Bank’s strategic priorities with discipline. We 
remain hopeful for a swift resolution of the current sit-
uation and reaffi rm our wishes for the continued safety 
and security of Kuwait.

Key Financial indicators for the fi rst quarter2026: 

1. First Quarter 2026 net profi t of KD 9.4 million, 
inline with last year.

2. First Quarter 2026 operating income of KD 45.1 
million, up 2.6% year on year.

3. Net fees and commissions increased 15.5% year 
on year.

4. Net loans and advances grew by 5.6% year-to-
date to reach KD 6.2 billion.

5. Non-performing loan ratio as of 31 March 2026 
was 1.3%, with a solid non-performance loan cover-
age ratio of 312%including total provisions and col-
laterals.

6. Capital ratios as of 31 March2026, Tier 1 ratio 
was 13.7% and Capital Adequacy Ratio (CAR) was 
15.7%.

Iran faces two-week window before storage fillsKuwait seen able to absorb UAE oil quota share

US blockade pushes Iran oil output toward cutsUAE exit from OPEC prompts 
questions over market impact

DUBAI, April 30, (AP): Even 
as Iran squeezes world energy 
supplies with its chokehold on 
the Strait of Hormuz, its own 
oil industry is increasingly be-
ing threatened by an American 
blockade.

With no way to export the oil 
it is pumping out and diminish-
ing room to store it at home, 
Iran may be forced to dramati-
cally reduce or cease production 
from some of its wells, perhaps 
beginning in as little as two 
weeks, experts say.

The situation likely isn’t as 
dire as U.S. President Donald 
Trump recently described, col-
orfully suggesting pipelines 
could start exploding within 
days. But once shut down, pro-
duction from the aging wells 
may not be restarted so easily, if 
at all, undermining Iran’s future 
oil output. Iran appears to have 
begun dialing back production 
already, analysts say, to avert 
outright shutdowns. 

The pressure is building as the 
U.S. Treasury Department ratch-
ets up sanctions on Iranian oil 
shipments already at sea.

The U.S. military has seized at 
least two tankers off Asia believed 
to be carrying Iranian oil.

With its oil trade constrained, 
Iran is seeing less hard curren-
cy fl ow back into an economy 
mauled by weeks of war, months 
of unrest and decades of interna-
tional sanctions.

But with fewer tankers shipping 
Iranian oil, the effects of the Strait 
of Hormuz shutdown are only be-
ing magnifi ed, leading to short-
ages of jet fuel and rising gasoline 
prices around the world.

Iran’s leaders “are really resist-
ing” shutting down oil wells be-
cause of how painful that would 
be long-term, said Miad Maleki, 
a former sanctions expert at the 
U.S. Treasury who is now a senior 
fellow at the Washington-based 
Foundation for Defense of De-
mocracies. 

“They’ve been under sanctions, 
they’ve been isolated for 47 years 
now. Those oil wells are not main-
tained well. Their machinery is 
not maintained well,” Maleki said.

Once shut off, he added, the 
wells won’t easily “snap back af-
ter a few months.” 

Iran had been pumping over 3 
million barrels of crude oil a day 
before the war, with a little more 
than half going toward its domes-
tic market.

But since the American block-
ade began on April 13, ships have 
been fi lled with oil and unable to 
get out. 

“It looks like there’s been a sig-
nifi cant slowdown in production,” 
said Antoine Halff, the co-founder 
and chief analyst at Kayrros, an 
environmental intelligence com-
pany that tracks emissions and 
energy supply chains.

He pointed to signs that stor-
age is not filling as fast as usual 
at Kharg Island, Iran’s main oil 
export terminal in the Persian 
Gulf.

Iran is likely storing some of its 
oil in tankers positioned around 
Kharg Island, Halff noted. 

Kpler, a fi rm monitoring com-
modities markets, said it believes 
Iran has enough capacity left to 
store about two weeks worth of 
oil production, even after reduc-
ing output.

“While the immediate revenue 
impact is limited, operational con-
straints are now forcing produc-
tion cuts and setting up a delayed 
but signifi cant fi nancial squeeze,” 
wrote Homayoun Falakshahi, an 
analyst at Kpler. 

Wood Mackenzie, another oil 
analysis fi rm, estimates Iran will 
run out of storage capacity in 
about three weeks.

“If the blockade persists, cuts 
become inevitable,” wrote Alex-
andre Araman of Wood Macken-
zie.

Shutdowns of more than a 
month “risk long-term damage” 
to Iran’s oil reservoirs, he wrote, 
adding that recovering older fi elds 
“remains uncertain.”

From the moment it fi rst struck 
oil in 1908, Iran’s oil industry has 
been entangled in the region’s 
politics.

A move to nationalize Iran’s oil 
fi elds and wrest control from the 
British sparked the CIA-backed 
1953 coup that cemented Shah 
Mohammad Reza Pahlavi’s rule.

That also lit a long fuse to Iran’s 
1979 Islamic Revolution that top-
pled the shah.

During the revolution, oil work-
ers went on strike and brought 

production down from 6 million 
barrels a day to around 1.5 mil-
lion.

Iran’s oil industry never recov-
ered and faced decades of interna-
tional sanctions, during which its 
infrastructure aged and faltered.

In his fi rst term, Trump exerted 
a “maximum pressure” campaign, 
hiking sanctions to severely cut 
Iran’s oil exports.

Forced to store oil in tankers at 
sea, the Iranian government lost 
tens of billions of dollars in rev-
enues. Still, the pressure failed to 
push Tehran into reaching a nucle-
ar deal with the U.S.

Now Iran faces a combination 
of hiked sanctions and the block-
ade. Trump on Tuesday claimed 
that Iran was “in a ‘State of Col-
lapse.’”

U.S. Treasury Secretary Scott 
Bessent piled on, writing on X, 
“Iran’s creaking oil industry is 
starting to shut in production 
thanks to the U.S. BLOCKADE.

Pumping will soon collapse. 
GASOLINE SHORTAGES IN 
IRAN NEXT!”

There have been no immediate 
signs of any gasoline shortages 
in Iran. However, Iran does seem 
to be acknowledging some of the 
pain indirectly.

A segment on state TV, which is 
run by hard-liners, included jour-
nalists discussing the possibility 
of an oil storage crisis.

One noted that if empty tankers 
get blocked from returning to Iran, 
“we won’t be able to export.”

Oil Minister Mohsen Paknejad 
on Monday praised oil terminal 
staff for their “continuous perse-
verance.” 

Maleki, the analyst from the 
Foundation for Defense of De-
mocracies, said that if the block-
ade continues and production 
slows further or halts, oil work-
ers could potentially lose their 
jobs - which could cause new 
unrest.

“In 1979 when the oil industry 
was disrupted, in the 1980s war 
with Iraq ... you can go and look 
at to see how effective they were 
in really pressuring the regime,” 
he said.

“It’s really going to affect some 
of the most strategic provinces in 
Iran and the most strategic indus-
try.”

By Najeh Bilal
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, April 30: After the official 
announcement of the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) about its withdrawal from the Organi-
zation of the Petroleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC) and OPEC+, effective May 1, ques-
tions were raised regarding its impact on the 
Kuwaiti and global oil sectors and if the Ku-
waiti oil sector is prepared to compensate for 
the share of the UAE, which is around 3.4 mil-
lion barrels per day.

In an exclusive statement to the newspaper, 
former Minister and former Board Member of 
Kuwait Petroleum Corporation (KPC) Yahya 
Al-Sumait confirmed that the withdrawal of 
UAE from OPEC and OPEC+ two days ago 
will not cause a major shock to the global oil 
markets. 

He explained that the quota of UAE -- 3.4 mil-
lion barrels per day -- can be divided among mem-
ber states, including Kuwait and Saudi Arabia.  

He also ruled out the possibility of the Kuwaiti 
Ministry of Oil following the lead of the UAE, 
stating that the decision to leave OPEC is complex 
for Kuwait.

Despite Kuwait being a founding and active 
member of the organization and a main player 
in stabilizing oil prices, he believes that leaving 
OPEC or the OPEC+ without careful planning 
and analysis is an ineffective and risky move with 
negative consequences.  

He indicated that Kuwait could wait at least a 
year. “If the withdrawal of UAE from OPEC and 
the OPEC+ proves successful, Kuwait could fol-
low suit, but such a step requires extremely careful 
consideration,” he asserted.

Asked if the Kuwaiti oil sector is prepared to in-
crease the quota of Kuwait after the withdrawal 
of UAE, Al-Sumait stressed that efforts are being 
intensifi ed to increase the oil production capacity 
of Kuwait. 

He indicated that the quota of the UAE will in-
evitably be distributed among the member states. 

He also stressed the importance of expanding 
onshore and offshore exploration operations and 
the necessity of bringing the three offshore fi elds 
online as quickly as possible to increase the oil 
production of Kuwait. 

He is hoping that the production capacity of 
Kuwait will reach five million barrels per day, 
instead of the four million planned by KPC for 
2035. 

He called on OPEC to manage the issue of 

increasing the quotas of member states after 
the withdrawal of UAE, without favoring any 
party, as mass withdrawal from OPEC or the 
OPEC+ could cause major disruption to the 
global oil market.

Meanwhile, an oil sector source confi rmed to 
the newspaper that the Kuwaiti oil sector has the 
capacity to increase the share of the country in the 
OPEC+. 

The source pointed out that previous indica-
tors hinted on the withdrawal of the UAE, as it 
had planned to raise its production capacity to fi ve 
million barrels per day by 2027. 

The source was quick to add that its sudden exit 
will not be a major shock, especially since several 
countries like Qatar, Indonesia and others had ear-
lier withdrawn from OPEC.

Regarding the timing of the withdrawal deci-
sion, the source pointed out that “the UAE played 
it smart, as all global indicators predict the rise in 
oil prices following resolution of the Strait of Hor-
muz crisis. 

Since the UAE currently possesses a massive 
oil reserve accumulated since the beginning of the 
war, it wants to profi t from selling oil without be-
ing bound by the OPEC or OPEC+ quota.”

Oil expert Hajjaj Boukhadour affirmed that 
the withdrawal of the UAE is not a transition 
from the framework to the vacuum, but a move 
from the constraints of the quota to make its 
own decisions. 

“From a price set by the group to a price dic-
tated by power, UAE no longer views oil as a 
resource confined under the collective ceiling 
but a temporal asset: every barrel postponed 
today may be depleted tomorrow, pressured by 
energy shifts.

“When capacity expands and quotas shrink, dis-
cipline becomes a cost, not a safety net, and re-
maining in control becomes a forfeiture of a return 
that is unexpected,” he elaborated.

He asserted that the market will not collapse all 
at once, indicating that geographical tensions and 
the Strait of Hormuz crisis could stabilize prices in 
the short term. 

He said “the deeper impact lies not in the imme-
diate price but in breaking discipline. 

If the UAE gradually increases its production, 
the fear will diminish, and the market will shift 
from managed scarcity to bargaining abundance.   
At that point, the question will no longer be, ‘How 
much does OPEC produce?’ but, ‘Who defi nes the 
price? Is it an organization that imposes restric-
tions or a power that is liberated?”

■ Gulf Bank continues to demonstrate financial 
resilience,supported by its solid financial position.

■ Kuwait’s institutional strength and coordi-
nated policy response have supported the con-
tinuity of economic activity during an exception-
ally challenging environment. 

■ The Banking sector continues to operate 
from a position of strength, with comfortable li-
quidity and capital levels.

■ We monitor local and regional develop-
ments closely, while focusing on executing our 
strategic priorities with discipline.

■ We have activated our business continuity 
protocols in response to the evolving operating 
environment.

■ Gulf Bank launched its new SME and Cor-
porate banking mobile application during the 
first quarter of 2026. 

■ We achieved healthy balance sheet 
growth, with the Bank’s total assets surpassing 
KD 8.0 billion.

■ We emphasis on employee wellbeing and 
operational readiness to effectively support 
customers under all circumstances.

Ahmad Al-Bahar Sami Mahfouz
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Kuwait Finance House holds Q1 2026 earnings webcast
KUWAIT CITY, April 30: Kuwait 
Finance House (KFH) held the earn-
ings webcast for highlighting the 
Group’s fi nancial performance and 
results during Q12026. The webcast 
was attended by KFH Group Chief 
Executive Offi cer, Khaled AlSham-
lan, Group Chief Financial Offi cer, 
Abdulkarim Al-Samdan, and Group 
Chief Strategy Offi cer and Acting 
Group Chief International Banking 
Offi cer, Eng. Fahad Al-Mukhaizeem.

KFH Group Chief Executive 
Offi cer, Khaled AlShamlan com-
menced the meeting by shedding 
light on the Bank’s fi nancial perfor-
mance for Q12026. He said: 

"KFH reported this quarter a net 
profi t of KD 176.5 million, refl ecting 
a growth of 5% compared to Q1 2025. 
The earnings per share (EPS) reached 
9.59 fi ls representing an increase of 5% 
compared to the same period last year.
Net fi nancing income reached KD 332 
million, 4.1% increase compared to the 
same period last year.Total operating 
income for Q1 2026 increased toKD 
496.4 million, supported by growth 
across all core business activities, 
representing an increase of 6.0% com-
pared to the same period last year.Our 
cost-to-income ratio reached 31.4% during the fi rst quarter of 2026, compared to 
34% for the same period of the previous year, showcasing our commitment to op-
erational excellence.The net operating income for this quarter stands at KD 340.6 
million, refl ecting an increase of 10.3% compared to the same period last year.”

He added:”The growth in fi nancial indicators during the fi rst quarter of this 
year refl ects the Group’s sustained ability to achieve balanced growth amid the 
rapidly evolving and challenging operating environment at regional and global 
levels.”

AlShamlan pointed out that KFH also held its Ordinary and Extraordinary 
General Assembly meetings on March 30th, 2026, where shareholders reaf-
fi rmed their confi dence and endorsed the Board of Directors for the next 3-year 
term (2026 to 2028).

“In Q1 2026, KFH continued to strengthen its fi nancial position, with total as-
sets growing to KD 43.6 billion, a 1.9% increase from year-end 2025. Our capi-
tal adequacy ratio stands at 19.23%, exceeding regulatory requirements, which 
underscores our robust capital base. We have diversifi ed our funding sources 
particularly in infrastructure and productive sectors. This refl ects our dedication 
to driving sustainable growth and maximizing shareholder value,” he explained.

AlShamlan emphasized that KFH remains the largest listed company on 
Boursa Kuwait with a market capitalization of approximately KD 14.4 billion. 
We are proud to be recognized as the only Kuwaiti bank listed among the top 
fi ve in S&P’s “Top 20 Middle East and Africa Banks. “Our commitment to 
empowering the local economy is evident as we provide effi cient fi nancing solu-
tions that support the corporate sector while delivering fi nancial services to the 
retail and SME sectors. This dual focus not only drives commercial growth but 
also reinforces our economic responsibility,” he said.

“At KFH, we recognize the importance of our role in the community, and we 
are dedicated to making a positive impact. This quarter, we contributed KD 2 
million to a national debt-relief initiative, bringing our total contributions to-
wards debt relief to approximately KD 61 million. Our efforts in Corporate So-
cial Responsibility were recognized with the “World’s Best Islamic Bank for 
CSR” award from Global Finance, highlighting our leadership in sustainable 
practices,” he added.

He added that KFH’s operational effi ciency remains a cornerstone of our strat-
egy. “Our commitment to enhancing customer experience through competitive 
digital solutions has resulted in increased market share. We have invested in 
technology, ensuring seamless service continuity and high effi ciency in deliver-
ing all banking services.”

He added that KFH strengthened its position in the international market, suc-
cessfully issuing USD 1 billion in senior unsecured Sukuk under our USD 4 
billion Sukuk program. This issuance reinforces the Bank’s fi nancing capacity, 
enabling it to support infrastructure projects and facilitate clients’ regional and 
international expansion.

“As we move forward, despite recent geopolitical challenges KFH will con-
tinue to focus on strategic priorities: enhancing asset quality, improving fi nan-
cial performance, advancing our digital infrastructure, and elevating the custom-
er experience all within a solid risk management framework.We are committed 
to maintaining our strong fi nancial position while seizing market opportunities 
to drive future growth.Our strong fi nancial performance in Q12026 refl ects the 
effectiveness of our strategies and our ability to navigate challenges in the evolv-
ing banking and regional landscape,”AlShamlan concluded. 

Abdulkarim Al-Samdan, Group Chief Financial Offi cer:
Group Chief Financial Offi cer, Abdulkarim Al-Samdan stated that KFH 

Group’s fi nancial performance for the fi rst quarter of 2026 demonstrated strong 

growth in core banking activities.highlighting the key fi nancial performance in-
dicators

Regarding Q1 2026 fi nancial highlights, he said: “For the quarter ended 31 
March 2026, KFH reported net profi t attributable to shareholders of KD 176.5 
million, up 5.0% year-on-year, equivalent to 9.59 fi ls earnings per share for the 
quarter, compared with 9.13 fi ls adjusted for the bonus shares issuance.”

At the operating level, Net fi nancing income was KD 332.0 million, up 4.1% 
year-on-year.  Net operating income increased to KD 340.6 million, up 10.3% 
year-on-year.  The reported Cost-to-income improved to 31.4%, from 34.0% in 
the same period last year.

On the balance sheet, Total assets stood at KD 43.6 billion, Net fi nancing re-
ceivables at KD 21.8 billion, and Total deposits at KD 21.4 billion.  Relative to 
year-end 2025, both assets and deposits increased by 1.9%, while net fi nancing 
receivables were broadly stable.

Al-Samdan added: The main positive contributions were higher net fi nancing 
income and higher fees and commissions.

Net fi nancing income increased by KD 13.1 million year-on-year, and fees 
and commissions income increased by KD 8.7 million.  Together, these two 
items added KD 21.8 million in incremental income.

Operating expenses also declined by KD 3.5 million, or 2.2%, providing fur-
ther support to earnings and resulting in a positive operating leverage for the 
quarter.  Other income was broadly stable. 

Al-Samdan noted that Q1 2025 included a KD 23.8 million gain on the sale 
of Ahli Bank Oman (ABO). That created a higher comparison base and should 
therefore be taken into account when assessing the year-on-year performance. 

Turning to the core income, Al-Samdan said thatthe total operating income 
reached KD 496.4 million, up 6% year-on-year.  Within that, net fi nancing in-
come remained the largest component, representing 66.9% of the total operating 
income in Q1 2026.

Net fi nancing income reached KD 332.0 million, up 4.1% year-on-year, de-
spite a more challenging margin environment.

He added thatnet fees and commissions income increased to KD 58.5 million, 
up 17.5% year-on-year from KD 49.8 million.

This refl ects stronger customer activity and better contributions from cards, 
trade fi nance, and capital markets activity. 

Taken together, Al-Samdan emphasized that the income mix in Q1 2026 re-
fl ected higher core banking income, continued fee growth, elevated FX income, 
lower investment income and stable other income.

Turning to cost and operating leverage, total operating expenses for the quar-
ter were KD 155.7 million, down 2.2% year-on-year, contributing to the im-
provement in the reported cost-to-income ratio to 31.4%.

Al-Samdan emphasized that the cost outcome refl ects continued expense dis-
cipline across the Group, while preserving investment in controls, technology, 
and selected capabilities.  The result was positive operating leverage despite 
infl ationary pressure in Turkey.

Al-Samdan also addressed asset quality and provisioning, where the Group 
NPF ratio stood at 1.90%, with provision coverage of 237.9%.

He also added: the Group’s consolidated provision balance remained KD 
526.2 million above the CBK IFRS 9 ECL. That provides a material buffer and 
is consistent with a conservative provisioning stance.  

Al-Samdan emphasized that Group management continues to review over-
lays, sector exposures, and stress assumptions regularly, particularly in light of 
macroeconomic and geopolitical uncertainty.

He also touched oncapital and liquidity.At quarter-end, the group’s capital 
adequacy ratio was 19.23%.

On liquidity, the LCR was 250.55% 
and the NSFR was 123.03%.  These 
metrics indicate a conservative liquid-
ity position and a stable funding base 
in the current environment.

He added that on funding, depositor 
accounts remained the largest funding 
source, representing 62% of the fund-
ing mix.

Al-Samdan summarized the pe-
riod’s performance, saying: Q1 2026 
showed disciplined execution across 
earnings generation, cost effi ciency, 
asset quality, capital strength, and 
liquidity.  Net profi t attributable to 
shareholders increased by 5.0% year 
on year, supported by a 10.3% in-
crease in net operating income.  Cost 
effi ciency improved, capital and 
liquidity positions remained com-
fortably above regulatory minimum 
requirements, and provisioning re-
mained conservative. 

Eng. Fahad Al-Mukhaizeem, 
Group Chief Strategy Offi cer & 
Acting Group Chief International 
Banking Offi cer 

Meanwhile, Group Chief Strategy 
Offi cer & Acting Group Chief Inter-
national Banking Offi cer, Eng. Fahad 

Al-Mukhaizeem shared insights into Kuwait’s economic landscape and KFH’s 
strategic progress in the fi rst quarter.

He said: "With the ongoing regional tensions, and market volatility, KFH 
maintained its position as Kuwait’s largest listed company representing 28.6% 
of total market capitalization, refl ecting the strength of our fundamentals and 
sustained investor confi dence.”

He added that the global economy enters 2026 with a higher degree of vola-
tility, with the IMF projecting growth of 3.1% and infl ation of 4.4%. Rising 
geopolitical tensions, trade disruptions, and higher energy and logistics costs are 
weighing on the outlook. While markets remain broadly orderly, global fi nancial 
stability risks are elevated.

“Kuwait’s economy, like others in the GCC , is facing pressure from regional 
tensions, refl ected in shipping disruptions in the Strait of Hormuz, and higher 
transport and insurance costs. The impact includes the risk of production dis-
ruption and capacity utilization constraints. Kuwait is navigating geopolitical 
volatility within a long-term fi scal vision, supported by balanced public fi nancial 
management and continued structural reforms,” he explained. 

Al-Mukhaizeem said that the Central Bank of Kuwait maintained a prudent 
monetary stance in Q1 2026, keeping the discount rate unchanged at 3.50% to 
preserve monetary and fi nancial stability. Infl ation moderated to 2.4% in 2025 
and eased further to less than 2.1% in March 2026, it is one of the lowest levels 
since mid-2020. However, it is expected to rise mainly due to higher import 
costs and other factors. The CBK introduced supportive measures to reinforce 
banking sector resilience, including easing liquidity requirements, and increas-
ing lending capacity to support stability, credit growth, and broader economic 
activity.

“KFH delivered solid performance in Q1 2026, supported by a strong balance 
sheet, disciplined risk management, and a diversifi ed business model. This re-
fl ects the resilience of our core business and our ability to sustain quality growth 
in a complex operating environment,” he added. 

Meanwhile, he explained that KFH continued advancing its digital transfor-
mation in Q1 2026 by expanding data-driven tools to improve decision-making, 
customer journeys, and personalization. “We also strengthened digital onboard-
ing and expanded mobile and online banking capabilities to deliver greater 
accessibility, speed, and convenience and 24/7 availability of digital services, 
positioning KFH at the forefront of digital innovation in Islamic fi nance and 
supporting a more scalable operating model. Even during the recent geopolitical 
disruptions, all digital services remained fully available to clients.”

“KFH continues to strengthen its regional presence by deepening operational 
and service integration across core markets, including Turkey, Bahrain, Egypt & 
UK, offering seamless communication channels for customers. The Group is en-
hancing services and platforms through investments in banking technology and 
digital solutions, while supporting sustainable growth through Sharia-compliant 
fi nancing for major projects,” he added.

“Looking ahead, KFH remains focused on sustaining a strong fi nancial posi-
tion, prudent risk management, and sustainable growth. We support Kuwait’s 
development through project and infrastructure fi nancing, and regional integra-
tion. Our diversifi ed model positions us well for resilience and long-term op-
portunity,” Al-Mukhaizeem said. 

He added: “Amid the current regional tensions, KFH continues to operate 
from a position of strength, supported by a resilient business model, disciplined 
execution within its business continuity framework, and clear strategic priori-
ties. We remain focused on preserving resilience, delivering sustainable growth, 
and creating long-term value.”

■ KFH enhances effi ciency, ex-
pands market share

■ We maintain high asset qual-
ity, robust capital and liquidity

■ We remain committed to ex-
panding our footprint in key 
markets and deepening op-
erational integration

Khaled AlShamlan Abdulkarim Al-Samdan Fahad Al-Mukhaizeem

Kids club, dining, and wellness define new staycation offering

Waldorf Astoria Kuwait enhances family staycations with added privileges
KUWAIT CITY, April 30: Waldorf 
Astoria Kuwait invites families to 
experience a staycation that brings 
together refi ned comfort, thoughtful 
experiences, and quality time in an el-
egant yet welcoming setting.

Designed with both parents and 
younger guests in mind, the experi-
ence unfolds with ease; from unhur-
ried mornings overlooking the Kuwait 
skyline to relaxed afternoons by the 
pool and engaging moments at the 
Kids Club. Every detail is considered, 
allowing families to settle in and enjoy 
their time together at their own pace. 

Rooms and suites offer a harmoni-
ous blend of contemporary design and 
understated luxury, complemented by 
carefully considered touches for fami-
lies, including in-room play tents and 
baby cribs. The result is a stay that 
feels both elevated and comfortably 
familiar.

Guests’ younger companions are 
warmly welcomed by Oscar the Bear, 
the hotel’s beloved mascot, who brings 
a playful and engaging touch to the ex-
perience. Building on this, the hotel 
introduces a specially curated chil-
dren’s kit inspired by Oscar, featuring 
illustrated storybooks, coloring books, 
and creative sticker sets, designed 
to accompany children throughout 
their stay, enriching their experience 
with moments of imagination and in-
teraction. This is complemented by 
thoughtfully crafted celebration expe-
riences for special occasions, offering 
families the opportunity to celebrate 
their most special moments. 

As part of the experiences tailored 
for younger guests, children can enjoy 
interactive cooking and mocktail mak-
ing sessions led by the hotel’s culinary 
team and bartenders. These hands-on 
activities offer a fun and engaging way 
for young guests to discover new skills 
while creating memorable moments.

Dining remains an essential part of 
the experience, with a selection of dis-
tinctive venues catering to a variety of 
tastes. Guests can enjoy international 
cuisine at AVA, Japanese dining at 
ROKA, and the signature Afternoon 
Tea at Peacock Alley, while younger 
guests are equally welcomed with a 
dedicated Kids Corner during break-
fast and thoughtfully prepared chil-
dren’s menus across all outlets. 

Moments of relaxation and play 
come together seamlessly across the 

hotel’s leisure spaces. The outdoor 
pool at Oxio offers a calm retreat 
framed by greenery and private ca-
banas, while the Kids Club provides 
a safe and engaging environment 
where children can explore, create, 
and connect through a thoughtfully 
curated calendar of daily activities, 
including arts and crafts, puzzle chal-
lenges, board games, team-based ac-
tivities, and face painting, all available 
throughout the day.

For those seeking to maintain their 
wellness routine or unwind, guests can 
also enjoy access to the hotel’s fully 
equipped fi tness center and spa facili-
ties, offering a range of experiences 
tailored for relaxation and rejuvena-
tion.

Adding a distinctive dimension to 
the stay, Waldorf Astoria Kuwait has 
partnered with Exzootic Zoo, the fi rst 
interactive indoor wildlife destination 
at The Avenues Mall. Designed for 
children aged 4 to 16, the experience 
invites families to explore a series of 
immersive environments, from desert 
landscapes to rainforests and marine 
life, through guided, hands-on encoun-
ters that spark curiosity and discovery. 

This collaboration offers hotel 
guests exclusive privileges on Exzoot-
ic Zoo experiences, seamlessly extend-
ing their stay with an opportunity to 
complement relaxation with meaning-
ful exploration. 

Commenting on the offering, Saleh 
Al Bataineh, General Manager of Wal-

dorf Astoria Kuwait, said: “We set out 
to craft a family experience that feels 
effortless for parents while remaining 
engaging and memorable for children. 
Rooted in the spirit of Kuwait and 
thoughtfully connected to the experi-
ences surrounding the hotel, the stay 
offers a natural sense of discovery 
while preserving the comfort and re-
fi ned quality our guests expect”.

With its balance of understated 
luxury, attentive service, and experi-
ences that resonate across generations, 
Waldorf Astoria Kuwait offers a fam-
ily staycation that feels both refi ned 
and genuinely enjoyable – where time 
spent together becomes the most mem-
orable part of the stay.

About Waldorf Astoria Hotels & Re-

sorts
Waldorf Astoria Hotels & Resorts 

is an award-winning portfolio of 36 
iconic properties, each embodying 
a distinct sense of place through sin-
cerely elegant service, one-of-a-kind 
experiences, and culinary mastery 
in landmark destinations around the 
world. Waldorf Astoria New York is 
now open, marking a defi ning moment 
for the brand, reintroducing a legend 
while ushering in a new era of luxury. 
Inspired by their timeless environ-
ments, Waldorf Astoria hotels deliver 
an effortless experience seamlessly, 
creating a true sense of place for guests 
through stunning architecture, the fa-
mous Peacock Alley, refi ned art col-
lections, Michelin-starred dining and 

elevated in-room amenities. In addition 
to the brand’s world-class hotel offer-
ings, Waldorf Astoria boasts a global 
residential portfolio that provides the 
comfort of a private home combined 
with unsurpassed amenities and high-
touch service. Waldorf Astoria is part 
of Hilton, a leading global hospitality 
company. Experience an unforgettable 
stay at Waldorf Astoria Hotels & Re-
sorts by booking at waldorfastoria.com 
or through the industry-leading Hilton 
Honors app. Hilton Honors members 
who book directly through preferred 
Hilton channels have access to instant 
benefi ts Learn more about Waldorf 
Astoria Hotels & Resorts at stories.hil-
ton.com/waldorfastoria, and follow the 
brand on X and Instagram.

Saleh Al Bataineh

Food display

Mascot

Connecting rooms

Pool 

Accessible room 
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LOS ANGELES: Prosecutors said 
Wednesday that singer D4vd killed 
14-year-old Celeste Rivas Hernan-
dez by stabbing her multiple times 
then dismembered her body using 
chain saws in his garage. 

The Los Angeles County Dis-
trict Attorney’s Offi ce shared what 
they said the evidence in the case 

would show 
in a court 
fi ling that 
provided the 
fi rst detailed 
allegations 
of the kill-
ing and ef-
forts to cut 
apart Rivas 
Hernandez’s 
body and get 
rid of evi-

dence.
The court 

fi ling said D4vd, whose legal name 
is David Burke, met Rivas Hernan-
dez when she was 11, began abusing 
her when she was 13 and he was 18, 
and killed her when she threatened 
to reveal their inappropriate rela-
tionship. (AP)

❑       ❑      ❑

SALT LAKE CITY: Attorneys for 
Taylor Frankie Paul, a reality TV 
star from “The Secret Lives of 
Mormon Wives,” and the father of 
her 2-year-old son will present du-
eling petitions for protective orders 
against each other Thursday in a 
case that could determine who gets 
custody of their child.

Both Paul and her former partner, 
Dakota Mortensen, have asked a 
Utah court to turn short-term protec-
tive orders into long-term arrange-
ments as the two have accused each 
other of domestic violence. 

Third District Court Commis-
sioner Russell Minas said at an April 
7 hearing that he had “concerns go-
ing both ways” about the competing 
allegations. For now, Paul cannot 
spend unsupervised time with her 
son because of a history of vola-
tile behavior directed at Mortensen 
while kids were present, Minas 
ruled. 

Paul and Mortensen, whose tu-
multuous relationship was featured 
heavily on the show, have been or-
dered to stay at least 100 feet (30 
meters) away from each other until 
the hearing Thursday afternoon. 
Both were expected in person after 
attending the previous hearing virtu-
ally, a court spokesperson said. (AP)

❑       ❑      ❑

NEW YORK: The leaders of major 
media companies around the world, 
including The Associated Press, are 
calling on Israel’s government to 
lift a ban keeping foreign journalists 
from being able to independently 
enter and report from Gaza, a barrier 
that’s been in place since the war’s 
start in 2023 and continues even as a 
ceasefi re has been in place for more 
than six months.

“Being on the ground is essential. 
It allows journalists to question of-
fi cial accounts on all sides, to speak 
directly with civilians and report 
back what they witness fi rsthand,” 
said the statement from the execu-
tives, released Thursday. “That is 
why news organizations send their 
reporters into the fi eld, often at great 
personal risk.”

From the BBC to CNN to MS 
NOW, from Reuters to German 
news agency dpa to The Washing-
ton Post, the top editors of more 
than two dozen organizations said 
the Israeli government has so far not 
responded to their efforts to discuss 
the situation. (AP)

Film

Couture sequel dressed to impress, not disturb

‘The Devil Wears Prada 2’ loses the strut
Fashion trends are notoriously 

fickle but some things, like Meryl 
Streep and Stanley Tucci, never go out 
of style.

So you can see why making “The 
Devil Wears Prada 2,” two decades 
after the original, was hard to resist. 
The cast, led by Anne Hathaway, have 
hardly aged. The then-little-known 
Emily Blunt has turned into a star. 
Throw in some stiletto heels and a few 
T.J. Maxx quips and the thing practi-
cally writes itself.

Yet time has worn on “The Devil 
Wears Prada 2,” a fi tfully functional 
sequel that doesn’t fi t its cast nearly 
as snugly as the 2006 original did. 
Nostalgia, haute couture and the sheer 
appeal of Streep and Tucci will be 
enough for some to celebrate this 20-
year reunion. The actors all don their 
old roles seamlessly. But the trouble 
with “The Devil Wears Prada 2” isn’t 
its winning cast. It’s that everything 
else has changed. The sequel, which 
returns director David Frankel and 
screenwriter Aline Brosh McKenna, 
valiantly tries to catch up to the times, 
but the result is enough to make you 
wish they had said “That’s all” after 
the fi rst one.

“The Devil Wears Prada,” Lauren 
Weisberger’s 2003 novel, was born 
out of an earlier media age when the 
New York magazine was a midtown 
dream of power, cachet and free-fl ow-
ing expense reports. Weisberger, who 
had worked as a personal assistant to 
Vogue editor Anna Wintour, famously 
based her Runway magazine editor-
in-chief Miranda Priestly (Streep) on 
her former boss.

But the sequel takes place in a 
very different media ecosystem. In 
the opening scenes of the new film, 
Andrea Sachs (Hathaway) receives 
an award for her investigative jour-
nalism for a newspaper called The 
Vanguard only to, moments before 
her speech, find out that she and 
her colleagues have been laid off. 
If Chanel-styled escapism is part 
of the promise of “The Devil Wears 
Prada,” reporters will likely find it 
soberly realistic. There is, for better 
and worse, an awful lot of Hathaway 
preaching about the power of jour-
nalism here. 

Things at Runway aren’t much 
better, either. The magazine is more 
digital than glossy now; going viral 
matters more than shaping fashion 
trends. After the magazine unwittingly 

publishes a laudatory profi le of a label 
soon after revealed to be a sweatshop, 
Runway chair Irv Ravitz (Tibor Feld-
man), in PR crisis mode, hires Andrea 
to run the features department.

So it takes quite a bit of narra-
tive cross stitching to, 20 years later, 
make Miranda Andrea’s boss again. 
At their reunion, an overexcited Andy 
is met by a typically cool Miranda, 
who characteristically doesn’t even 
remember her. Their task of reviving 
the reputation of Runway gets sig-
nifi cantly more diffi cult when Irv’s 
tech bro son (B.J. Novak) takes over 
ownership. Further corporate jeopardy 
follows when other players - including 
Blunt’s Emily Charlton, now a Dior 

executive, and her wealthy boyfriend, 
Benji Barnes (Justin Theroux) - join 
the mix.

The second “Devil Wears Prada” 
plays out a bit like a fashion world 
“Succession,” with better clothes and 
a lot less cursing. While these shift-
ing power dynamics make for some 
dramatic reversals, they don’t get 
near the pure enjoyment of the novice 
assistant-tyrannical boss relationship 
that defi ned the original.

That might be the real rub of “The 
Devil Wears Prada 2”: Mid-life career 
changes aren’t nearly as compelling or 
relatable as a newbie assistant thrown 
into the high-fashion fi re. All we re-
ally want is to see Meryl Streep say 

cutting things to Anne Hathaway, with 
a few zingers from a well-tailored 
Tucci on the side. 

The sequel delivers a little of that, 
but it mostly tries to cover its narrative 
issues with trips to the Hamptons and 
Milan, and a long list of cameos, from 
Karl-Anthony Towns (go Knicks) to 
Kara Swisher. There’s also Kenneth 
Branagh as Miranda’s violin-playing 
husband, Lucy Liu as a sought-after 
interview and Patrick Brammall as 
an Aussie developer and Andrea’s 
love interest. (Pour one out for Adrian 
Grenier’s sous chef, who doesn’t re-
turn in the sequel.)

The fi rst “The Devil Wears Prada” 
was about having career ambitions 

while not entirely sacrifi cing your per-
sonal life, too. In the sequel, the strug-
gle is for maintaining a standard of 
quality, in journalism and taste, when 
those things are going increasingly out 
of fashion.

What else has gone by the wayside? 
The cruel boss. “The Devil Wears 
Prada” might have very well had 
Miranda, in the intervening years, be 
canceled and have to claw back her 
seat of power. Instead, she has two as-
sistants. One, played by Simone Ash-
ley, is a sharp-elbowed heir to Blunt’s 
character. The other, played by Caleb 
Hearon, is smiley and chipper. Andy 
has an assistant (Helen J. Shen) too, 
but they get along terrifi cally.  (AP)

This image released by 20th Century Studios shows Stanley Tucci, left, and Anne Hathaway in a scene from ‘The Devil Wears Prada 2.’

Lebanese film ‘LUMINA AM 91N’ clinches ‘Best of Asia’ award

The Mrad map: 

Charting a course 

to global acclaim
KUWAIT CITY, April 30: In a new achievement that reinforces the 
presence of Arab fi lm productions on the global level, the Lebanese 
fi lm “LUMINA AM 91N,” directed and written by Dr. Angela Mrad, 
won the “Best of Asia” award at the fi fth edition of the World Film 
Festival held in Barcelona, Spain.

This accolade confi rms the fi lm’s growing trajectory on the interna-
tional stage, where it has continued to make a signifi cant impact since 
its premiere. 

The fi lm has received critical acclaim, refl ecting the director’s for-
ward-looking vision as well as its strong visual treatment.

A moment of pride
Director Dr. Angela Mrad expressed her pride in this victory, affi rm-

ing that the award represents a signifi cant milestone in her career. 
Dr. Mrad stated, “I dedicate this achievement to my country, Leba-

non, and to the Lebanese fi lm industry.” This statement underscores her 
commitment to supporting a local cinematic identity and presenting it 
to a global audience.

This achievement refl ects growing confi dence in Lebanese cinema 
and its ability to produce compelling narratives that can compete and 
resonate beyond the region, especially with the increasing international 
interest in Arab fi lms.

Global Presence
The win of “LUMINA AM 91N” is seen as a signifi cant addition to 

the fi lm’s journey. This recognition will contribute to its global reach 
and open new horizons for future participation in international festi-
vals, with expectations of further critical and popular acclaim.

“I dedicate this 
achievement 
to my country, 
Lebanon, and 
to the Lebanese 
fi lm industry.”

– Dr. Angela Mrad

D4vd

This image released by Neon shows Adam Scott in a scene from ‘Hokum.’ (AP)

‘Hokum’ dangles nightmares, not answers
LOS ANGELES, April 30, (AP): The first few minutes 
of “Hokum” might make you think you’re in the wrong 
movie. I certainly did. If you know anything about Damian 
McCarthy’s new horror movie, out Friday, it’s probably 
that it involves Adam Scott and a haunted Irish hotel. The 
setting is green and damp, a little chilly and full of antiqui-
ties that toe the line between charming and creepy. So why 
is the opening image that of an expansive desert sitting 
beneath a bright blue sky? And why is the first character 
you see a Spanish conquistador (Austin Amelio), in armor, 
with a little boy by his side and a map in his hand?

It’s an easy answer, but that doesn’t make it an especial-
ly satisfying choice. You see, Scott’s character, Ohm Bau-
man, is a novelist, a rather famous one, who is finishing 
his conquistador trilogy. The book, or at least how to finish 
it, looms over him on a trip to scatter his long-deceased 

parents’ ashes near the hotel in Ireland where they had 
their honeymoon. There is a kind of logical payoff to the 
conquistador story, but the disparate images of that setting 
haunts (and not in a good way) an otherwise very scary 
and very aesthetically coherent movie.

The conquistador isn’t the only problem with “Hokum,” 
the title of which may very well be a catch-all defense 
against anyone crying about story issues - it’s all just non-
sense anyway! It’s just the most glaring, and doesn’t ex-
actly help ease anyone into this journey with Ohm who is, 
how to say this delicately, an impossible jerk. Truly, Ohm 
is the kind of guy who is guaranteed to ruin anyone’s day, 
especially kindly service industry professionals who have 
no choice but to be civil. He is entitled, dismissive and will 
go out of his way to say something cruel and condescend-
ing when nothing at all would have sufficed.
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LUXOR, Egypt, April 30, (Xinhua): 
At the ancient Temple of Montu in 
Luxor, Egyptian workers brush sand 
from stone faces buried for thousands 
of years and move massive stone 
blocks back into place using tradition-
al tools and techniques passed down 
through generations.

While foreign archaeologists often 
attract attention, the daily preservation 
of Luxor’s temples depends largely 
on local specialists whose skills have 
helped protect some of Egypt’s most 
important historical sites.

Dressed in traditional Jalabiyas, 
workers kneel in the dust, using small 
brushes to clear sand from stone carv-
ings buried for nearly 3,000 years. 
Nearby, others use simple tools, simi-
lar to those used in ancient times, to 
lift heavy blocks back into position.

Among them is Ali Farouk, 56, 
head of archaeological excavation 
workers in Upper Egypt. Known 
locally as a fixture of the temples, 
Farouk has spent 45 years working at 
nearly every major site in the region, 
from Karnak Temple to smaller hid-
den shrines.

Farouk, who also works with 
Egypt’s Ministry of Tourism and An-
tiquities, does not hold a university 
degree in Egyptology. Still, he has be-
come a key reference for archaeologi-
cal missions, taking part in the dis-
covery of hundreds of rare pharaonic 
tombs alongside Egyptian and foreign 
researchers.

“A book can tell a student where a 
wall might be, but it cannot tell you 
how that stone feels,” Farouk told Xi-
nhua. “After 45 years, I can hear the 
stone. I know if it is fragile or strong 
just by touching it.”

He said more than 300 foreign ar-
chaeological missions and 50 Egyp-
tian missions are carrying out exca-
vation and restoration work across 
Egypt, employing thousands of local 
workers.

“These skilled workers, mainly 
from Upper Egypt, are the backbone 
of the industry, and their expertise 
is needed everywhere,” Farouk said. 
“We do not just work here in Luxor. 
Our teams travel across Egypt, from 
the pyramids in the north to the deep-
est sites in the south, wherever the 
earth hides a secret.”

Farouk said the exact number of 
such workers is unclear because most 
are hired on a daily basis and there is 

no formal union representing them. 
Despite the informal nature of the 
work, he said the income provides a 

decent living for those who master the 
trade.

For Farouk, who is from nearby 

Qena province, the work is also a fam-
ily legacy. He started in archaeologi-
cal excavations as a teenager, and six 

of his brothers work in the same field. 
He said the profession was passed 
down from his grandfather, who 
worked with early European missions 
clearing sand from Luxor Temple.

To preserve those skills, Farouk 
opened a training school in his home 
village of Quft, about 40 kilometers 
(25 miles) from Luxor, where he 
teaches relatives and younger workers 
excavation techniques.

That expertise now supports the 
Egyptian-Chinese joint mission at the 
Temple of Montu, a project linking 
two of the world’s oldest civilizations.

Gao Wei, a Chinese archaeologist 
with the mission, said the team relies 
on about 50 to 60 Egyptian workers 
each year, including specialists from 
Quft who are widely known for their 
field skills.

“The Qufti workmen are key tech-
nical personnel for any foreign ar-
chaeological mission in Egypt,” Gao 
told Xinhua. “They have rich expe-
rience and know the local soil and 
stratigraphy inside out. We need their 
expertise to identify the outlines of 
mud-brick structures, which are not 
easily recognizable in the soil. With-
out their hard work, the archaeologi-
cal work here would come to a stand-
still.”

The partnership has grown beyond 
work, with Chinese experts and Egyp-
tian workers often sharing breakfast 
at the site and building what Gao de-
scribed as genuine friendship.

For Mahmoud Aly, 38, the job 
offers both stability and pride. He 
learned the trade from his father 
and has spent the past three years 
working with the Chinese team at 
the Temple of Montu, clearing sand, 
moving bricks and helping with res-
toration.

“Working with the Chinese experts 
taught me new things, such as using 
digital tools to document every tiny 
find,” Aly told Xinhua while cleaning 
a piece of pottery.

In return, he said, Egyptian work-
ers teach the Chinese team how to 
move heavy limestone without caus-
ing damage.

“When the team discovers some-
thing, I feel proud to be part of the 
hands that brought it back to light,” 
Aly said with a smile.

Local workers sustain Egypt’s archaeological legacy

Unsung hands preserve Luxor’s ancient temples

Egyptian workers work in archaeological site on the West Bank of Luxor, Egypt on April 28, 2026. (Xinhua photos)

People visit a photo exhibition highlighting the achievements of Chinese modernization in Vladivostok, Russia, 
April 27, 2026. (Xinhua) 

A passenger ferry on the Xiamen-Kinmen tourist route is docked at Wutong Ferry Terminal in Xiamen, southeast 
China’s Fujian Province. (VCG)

Refl ections in pixels of progress

Olivier winner reprises Eva Perón in 2027 revival

Photo exhibition in Russia’s Far East 
showcases Chinese modernization

Shanghai opens Kinmen, Matsu tour

Zegler brings Evita to Broadway

VLADIVOSTOK, April 30, (Xinhua): 
In front of a wall of historical photo-
graphs, Oleg Kozhemyako, governor 
of Russia’s Primorsky Krai in the 
Russian Far East, paused for a long 
moment.

His eyes lingered on images de-
picting China’s First Five-Year Plan 
(1953-1957).

“China’s persistent efforts and com-
mitment to its fi ne traditions and de-
velopment path have brought about 
extraordinary development,” he said.

The remarks came at a photo exhi-
bition titled “A Shared Future, A Long 
Road Ahead -- Achievements of Chi-
nese Modernization,” held on Monday 
in Vladivostok, capital of Primorsky 
Krai. The event attracted more than 300 
participants from various walks of life.

Inside the exhibition hall, 30 care-
fully selected Xinhua photographs 
trace China’s transformation across 
decades -- from early industrial foun-
dations to advances in science, tech-
nology, culture and youth exchanges.

Vyacheslav Kozhukhov, deputy 
mayor of Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk, was 
struck by the visual contrast between 
tradition and modern life.

Among the images that impressed 

him most was a scene of children play-
ing in the snow at Beijing’s Temple of 
Heaven Park.

“This is a well-planned, systematic 
process of economic development,” he 
said. “It has been implemented clearly 
and consistently, and it has delivered 
remarkable results.”

Another photograph that attracted 
a lot of attention showed the fi rst 
Jiefang (Liberation) truck rolling 
off the assembly line at Changchun 
First Automobile Works in 1956 -- a 
landmark factory built with Soviet as-
sistance, symbolizing early industrial 
cooperation.

Yevgeny Vlasov, vice-rector for 
International Relations at Far East-
ern Federal University (FEFU), not-
ed that Russia and China have long 
learned from and supported each other 
throughout their shared history.

“Russia-China relations are now 
at their highest level in history. They 
are the warmest and friendliest ties, 
and bilateral cooperation enjoys broad 
prospects. Every year our relations 
grow stronger,” Vlasov told Xinhua.

Innokentiy Kichkin, a postgraduate 
student at FEFU, expressed deep ad-
miration for the remarkable achieve-

ments of the Chinese people and their 
tremendous efforts. He said Chinese 
modernization has delivered impres-
sive results, adding that “the Chinese 
people share a common goal of na-
tional rejuvenation, and they have 
achieved it.”

Denis Druzhin, a trader engaged in 
Russia-China commerce, highlighted 
China’s rapid progress in fi elds such 
as new energy, green development 
and artifi cial intelligence, all featured 
in the exhibition.

“Chinese modernization brings op-
portunities to Russia, drives economic 
growth and improves the lives of peo-
ple in both countries,” he said.

Daria Mishukova, a Russian scholar 
specializing in East Asian studies, said 
the Chinese people are good at taking 
steady and practical steps, which is a 
key reason for the success of Chinese 
modernization. She also expressed 
optimism about the future of Russia-
China relations, saying cooperation 
between the two sides will continue to 
grow stronger.

The exhibition was co-organized 
by the Consulate General of China in 
Vladivostok and Xinhua News Agen-
cy’s Eurasia Bureau.

Shanghai residents can apply for group 
and individual tours to Kinmen and 
Matsu starting April 29, the Shanghai 
Municipal Administration of Culture 
and Tourism said Wednesday.

Residents who intend to visit Kinmen 

and Matsu may register with qualifi ed 
travel agencies in Shanghai and east 
China’s Fujian Province, and apply to 
the local exit-entry administration au-
thorities for travel endorsements.

Earlier this month, the Chinese 

mainland rolled out a package of 10 
policies and measures -- spanning 
inter-party communication, infrastruc-
ture, travel, trade and culture -- aimed 
at boosting exchanges and cooperation 
with Taiwan. (Xinhua)

NEW YORK, April 30, (AP): Fresh off 
her triumphant turn in London as Eva 
Perón, Rachel Zegler is taking her Ar-
gentine fi rst lady to Broadway.

The revival - directed by Jamie 
Lloyd - will play at a Shubert theater 
to be announced in the spring of 2027, 
producers said Wednesday. The musi-
cal is about the caustic intersection of 
politics and showbiz.

“Performing  Tim  Rice  and 
Andrew Lloyd Webber’s brilliant 
show  in London was a dream come 
true, but being able to  partner once 
again with Jamie to  bring ‘Evita’  to  
Broadway  is a once in a lifetime op-
portunity,” Zegler said in a statement. 
“I can’t wait  to perform for my home, 
New York City.”

Zegler won the Olivier Award as best 
actress in a musical earlier this month. 
She received lots of attention for per-
forming the song “Don’t Cry For Me, 
Argentina” on an exterior balcony, at-
tracting large crowds to the street every 
night while theatergoers inside watched 
on screens. Lloyd did something similar 
with his revival of “Sunset Boulevard” 

- placing the actor Tom Francis outside 
the theater each night.

“Evita” began as a rock opera con-
cept album and transferred to Broad-

way in 1979, starring Patti LuPone and 
Mandy Patinkin. It was revived in 2012 
starring Elena Roger and Ricky Martin, 
nominated for a best revival Tony.

Rachel Zegler reacts upon arrival at the Olivier Awards in London, Eng-
land. (AP)
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A receive jar collects raw milk from cows before it is eventually pasteurized 
at Ronnybrook Farm in Ancramdale, NY, on April 22. (AP)

Push for raw milk intensifies across US, despite
illness outbreaks and scientists’ warnings

Meeting did not produce binding commitments

Reports warn of accelerating warming

Nanoplastics absorbed by crops, 
posing potential health risks: study

Cambodia releases 20 Royal
Turtles into natural habitat

PHNOM PENH, April 30, (Xinhua): Twenty nearly-extinct 
Royal Turtles were freed into their natural habitat in the Sre 
Ambel River in southwest Preah Sihanouk province in Cam-
bodia on Wednesday, a conservationist group said.

The turtles were released by Cambodia’s General Direc-
torate of Fisheries in collaboration with the Wildlife Conser-
vation Society (WCS) and other organizations, according to 
a joint press release.

The Royal Turtle, also known as Southern River Terrapins 
(Batagur affinis), remains one of the world’s most threatened 
freshwater turtles and is listed on the International Union for 
Conservation of Nature Red List as Critically Endangered.

In Cambodia, the recovery effort has focused on pro-
tecting nests, raising young turtles until they have a better 
chance of surviving in the wild, monitoring released ani-
mals, and protecting the river system from illegal fishing, 
sand dredging and habitat loss.

“Over the past decade, the program has returned more 
than 200 turtles to the wild,” the press release said.

SYDNEY, April 30, (Xinhua): Microplastics and nanoplas-
tics present in agricultural soils can enter crop tissues and 
stunt plant growth, raising concerns 
about food safety and human expo-
sure, an Australian study reveals.

Using wheat and tomato plants, the 
team found that microplastics reduced 
plant growth and chlorophyll content, 
with fiber-shaped plastics originating 
from synthetic textiles causing the 
most damage, according to a state-
ment released by Australia’s Griffith 
University.

The study, which examined how 
plastic particles behave under realistic 
farming conditions, suggested poten-
tially serious implications for food production, it said.

The team found that plants can trap larger microplastic 
particles in their root systems, limiting their movement in 
soil but potentially leading to local accumulation around 
roots.

More significantly, nanoplastics were absorbed into 
plant tissues and transported within the plant, including its 
leaves, particularly in tomatoes, said Shima Ziajahromi from 
Griffith’s Australian Rivers Institute, who led the study.

Mixtures of micro- and nanoplastics showed greater tox-
icity than single particles, suggesting additive or synergistic 
effects, according to the findings published in the journal 
Environmental Science and Pollution Research.

“These findings demonstrate that agricultural soil is not 
just a sink for plastics, but a pathway into the food systems, 
meaning they could end up on our plates,” she said, high-
lighting the need for stronger controls on plastic contamina-
tion in agriculture.

Countries end Colombia fossil fuel summit with focus on next steps and financing

Europe faces intensifying climate extremes

SANTA MARTA, Colombia, April 30, 
(AP): A first-of-its-kind international 
conference on moving away from 
fossil fuels wrapped up in Colombia 
Wednesday with a clear message: the 
global conversation has shifted from 
whether to phase out oil, gas and coal 
to how to do it, with financing emerg-
ing as one of the biggest obstacles.

Officials, climate advocates and 
financial experts from 56 countries 
gathered in the Caribbean coastal city 
of Santa Marta for several days of 
talks aimed at tackling one of the most 
politically sensitive issues in climate 
policy - transitioning away from fos-
sil fuel production, the main driver of 
global warming.

The meeting did not produce bind-
ing commitments, but participants said 
it delivered a set of initial outcomes, 
including plans for continued coop-
eration between countries, the creation 
of working groups on issues such as 
financing and labor transitions, and 
momentum toward future negotiations 
aimed at coordinating a global phase-
out of fossil fuels.

Former Irish President Mary Rob-
inson, now a prominent advocate on 
climate justice, said the discussions 
in Santa Marta felt markedly different 
from traditional UN climate talks, with 
a more open and collaborative tone 
among participants.

“COPs are more formal, negotia-
tors have their lines and they will not 
cross them and it’s so different here,” 

she said, adding that participants “have 
felt more human together.”

Robinson said one of the central 
challenges discussed was the financial 
constraints facing developing coun-
tries, many of which lack the resources 
to transition away from fossil fuels.

“Many of them are in bad need of 
debt relief to even begin a transition,” 
she said, warning that those countries 
are “trapped in debt” and over-depen-
dent on fossil fuels with few viable 
alternatives.

At UN climate talks, countries have 
traditionally focused on cutting emis-
sions - how much pollution each na-
tion produces - rather than directly ad-
dressing fossil fuel production.

Participants said the Santa Marta 
meeting marked a shift toward tack-
ling the underlying drivers of climate 
change, including how to wind down 
fossil fuel supply while managing eco-
nomic and social impacts.

“This conference is actually the first 
time in 30 years of climate negotia-
tions where countries are gathering to 
talk about how to ensure a fossil fuel 
phase-out,” said Tzeporah Berman, 
founder and chair of the Fossil Fuel 
Non-Proliferation Treaty Initiative.

The discussions included coordina-
tion between producers and consum-
ers, labor transitions and the broader 
economic consequences of moving 
away from fossil fuels.

Financing consistently emerged as 
the most immediate and difficult bar-

rier to moving away from fossil fuels.
Countries in the Global South face 

high borrowing costs and limited ac-
cess to capital, even as renewable en-
ergy becomes cheaper than fossil fuels.

“The financing is key, this is an in-
vestment issue,” said Nick Robins, 
senior director for finance and private 
sector at the World Resources Institute.

“What we’re hearing is that they 

would like to stop expanding fos-
sil fuel production, but they’re being 
forced into new oil and gas and coal 
projects just to feed their debt,” Ber-
man said.

Participants also pointed to the role 
of domestic fiscal constraints and 
global financial systems in slowing the 
transition.

For Ana Toni, the CEO of COP30 in 

Brazil, one key thing that was talked 
about were the challenges of the fiscal 
debate.

“We need for finance ministers to 
help us on finding solutions on how to 
deal with the fiscal challenges of tran-
sition,” she said.

Robins added that macroeconomic 
responses to crises could unintention-
ally slow progress.

“A traditional response to inflation 
could actually be hampering the clean 
energy revolution,” he said.

Participants described the gathering 
as the beginning of a new kind of al-
liance, bringing together major econo-
mies and some of the world’s most 
climate-vulnerable nations.

“For the first time, you’re bringing 
these groups together as a shared com-
munity with a shared goal,” Robins 
said.

The conference also drew a wide 
range of participants beyond national 
governments, including Indigenous 
groups, civil society, youth and subna-
tional authorities.

Like many other countries, the 
United States was not invited to the 
meeting, which organizers described 
as a space for countries aligned around 
moving away from fossil fuels. How-
ever, an official from California at-
tended separately.

“It’s been really wonderful to see 
how many different stakeholders have 
been engaged here,” said Sarah Izant, 
deputy secretary for climate policy at 

the California Environmental Protec-
tion Agency.

She said clear policy signals will be 
critical to attracting investment.

“The importance of having policy 
and regulatory certainty can help to 
unlock private capital,” Izant said.

Vance Culbert, a senior policy ad-
viser at the International Institute for 
Sustainable Development, said in a 
statement when the conference ended 
that it signaled growing momentum 
behind efforts to move beyond broad 
climate commitments.

“Santa Marta has delivered some-
thing valuable: a genuine demonstra-
tion that climate action remains a 
priority, and real appetite for specific 
solutions,” he said, adding that the 
process could help “give the transition 
away from fossil fuels a more coherent 
and powerful grounding.”

Patricia Suárez, an adviser to the Na-
tional Organization of Indigenous Peo-
ples of the Colombian Amazon, said it 
was too early to assess the outcomes of 
the conference, with questions remain-
ing over whether Indigenous proposals 
will be reflected in final documents.

She also raised concerns about par-
ticipation in newly announced initia-
tives, including a scientific advisory 
panel, and whether Indigenous knowl-
edge systems will be meaningfully in-
cluded.

“How are Indigenous peoples go-
ing to participate in that space?” she 
said.

GENEVA, April 30, (Xinhua): Mul-
tiple reports released on Wednesday 
paint a stark picture of accelerating 
climate extremes, with Europe warm-
ing faster than any other continent. 
The findings underscore that climate 
change has become an urgent reality 
reshaping ecosystems, economies and 
human health across Europe, calling 
for ambitious actions.

“Since 1980, Europe has been 
warming twice as fast as the global 
average, making it the fastest warm-
ing continent on Earth,” Celeste Saulo, 
secretary-general of the World Meteo-
rological Organization (WMO), said 
while presenting the European State of 
the Climate Report 2025.

Europe suffered record or near-
record climate extremes in 2025, with 
heatwaves, wildfires, marine heat and 
ice loss intensifying across the conti-
nent, the EU-funded Copernicus Cli-
mate Change Service and the WMO 
said in the report.

According to the report, at least 95 
percent of Europe recorded annual 
temperatures above average, with pro-
longed heat spreading from the Medi-
terranean to the Arctic Circle. Europe 
experienced its second-most severe 
heatwave on record, while sub-Arctic 
Fennoscandia endured a 21-day heat-
wave in July -- the longest and most 
severe ever recorded in the region. 
Temperatures near and within the Arc-
tic Circle reached or exceeded 30 de-
grees Celsius.

The findings align with broader Co-
pernicus data showing that 2025 was 
the third-warmest year on record glob-
ally.

Hot and dry conditions fuelled Eu-
rope’s worst wildfire year on record. 
Wildfire data in the report showed 
that about 1.034 million hectares of 
land, an area larger than Cyprus, were 
burned in 2025. Wildfire emissions in 
Europe also reached their highest level 
on record, with Spain accounting for 
around half of the continent’s total fire 

emissions.
Numerous extreme events in 2025 - 

including drought, wildfires, and land 
and marine heatwaves - placed mount-
ing pressure on biodiversity in marine 
and terrestrial ecosystems. Shrinking 
and shifting habitats, disrupted season-
al cycles and changing precipitation 
patterns have further intensified stress 
on nature.

The report highlighted concrete 
examples of climate change impacts 
on sensitive ecosystems, such as ma-
rine heatwaves damaging seagrass 
meadows in the Mediterranean Sea 
and wildfires affecting peatlands, un-
derscoring the growing links between 
climate and biodiversity loss.

Separate findings from the Global 
Forest Watch platform showed that 
climate change-linked forest loss was 
also significant in Europe in 2025. 
In France, tree cover loss due to fire 
reached a record high in 2025 - seven 
times higher than in 2024. In Spain 
and Portugal, around 60 percent of all 
2025 tree cover loss was caused by 
wildfires.

Extreme heat also takes a measur-
able toll on human health and produc-
tivity. A joint report by the Food and 
Agriculture Organization (FAO) and 
the WMO has warned that extreme 
heat is disrupting global agrifood 
systems, threatening over one billion 
people. It estimated annual losses of 
around 500 billion working hours 
worldwide due to heat stress.

WASHINGTON, April 30, (AP): 
Backers of raw milk are pushing to 
make the potentially dangerous prod-
uct more widely available and easier to 
obtain, even as a new outbreak - one of 
at least five in the past year - sickens 
US children.

More than three dozen bills support-
ing raw milk have been introduced in 
statehouses across the nation, The As-
sociated Press found. A growing num-
ber of states are making it legal to sell. 
Dairy farmers say they can barely keep 
it in stock, even though prices can ex-
ceed $10 or $20 a gallon.

Top government officials and in-
ternet influencers are helping drive 
this momentum. US Health Secretary 
Robert F. Kennedy Jr. downed shots 
of raw milk at the White House last 
May and previously promised to halt 
“aggressive suppression” of the prod-
uct. On social media, posts about raw 
milk have surged in recent months, of-
ten touting unproven claims about its 
health benefits.

All of this alarms public health of-
ficials, who have long warned that 
unpasteurized milk can harbor risky 
germs. The current outbreak - tied to 
raw milk cheddar cheese from Cali-
fornia-based Raw Farm - has sickened 
nine people with E. coli, half of them 
children younger than 5. One victim 
developed a serious complication that 

can impair kidney function for life.
Petra Anne Levin, a biology pro-

fessor at Washington University in St 
Louis, said she doesn’t understand the 
products’ appeal.

“If you wouldn’t lick a cow’s un-
derneath, why would you drink raw 
milk?” she said. “There’s a reason pas-
teurization is around.”

Pasteurization kills germs by heat-
ing the milk, commonly to at least 
161 degrees Fahrenheit (71.7 degrees 
Celsius) for at least 15 seconds. Ex-
perts say it has no significant impact 
on milk’s nutritional quality and has 
saved millions of people from food-
borne illness.

But some consumers would rather 
drink their milk raw despite the risk. 
Recognizing this trend, advocates and 
critics alike are increasingly calling for 
federal regulation of the product.

“People want access,” said Mary 
McGonigle-Martin, co-chair of Stop 
Foodborne Illness, a consumer advo-
cacy group. “Public health has lost the 
battle on raw milk.”

Bills favoring raw milk have been 
introduced in the current legislative 
session in 18 states, including those 
controlled by Democrats and Repub-
licans.

AP searched legislation in all 50 
states using the bill-tracking software 
Plural and analyzed bills for whether 

they expand or streamline access to 
unpasteurized milk or products made 
from it. More than 40 bills introduced 
as of late April would make it easier to 
buy, sell or consume raw milk.

Some would allow raw milk to be 
sold for human consumption for the 
first time. A bill in New Jersey’s Sen-
ate, for example, would create a raw 
milk permitting program.

“You can buy cigarettes. You can 
buy alcohol. You can buy quote-un-
quote legalized marijuana,” said state 
Sen. Michael Testa, a Republican 
sponsor. “Why shouldn’t someone be 
able to consume raw milk?”

If the bill becomes law, New Jer-
sey would join more than three dozen 
states in allowing raw milk sales. Wider 
access will probably mean more out-
breaks, said Donald Schaffner, a Rut-
gers University food science professor.

Other bills seek to manage, guide 
or expand already legal sales. A bill 
advancing in the Iowa House would 
make it easier for farmers to sell un-
pasteurized products by offering them 
at farm stores alongside foods like 
meat.

Its sponsor, Republican state Rep. 
Chad Ingels, said he was initially op-
posed to legalizing raw milk because 
of safety concerns.

“But it’s law now, and I’m very pro-
local foods,” said Ingels, who expects 

the current bill to pass. “I just thought 
it made sense to allow those farm busi-
nesses to sell all their products in one 
location.”

Two bills in Missouri would allow 
unpasteurized dairy products to be sold 
in grocery stores, farmers’ markets or 
similar places as long as they include 
a label warning of the potential for 
harmful bacteria and herds are tested.

“We just want to make it more ac-
cessible, so that way, people have the 
freedom of choice,” said Republican 
state Rep. Bryant Wolfin, who spon-
sored one of the bills.

The legislation specifically invokes 
the Raw Milk Institute, defining “retail 
raw milk or cream” as being produced 
on dairy farms that in one bill meet 
standards set by the California-based 
organization, and in the other “have ob-
tained listed status” from the institute.

The organization, headed by Raw 
Farm owner Mark McAfee, says its 
mission is to improve the safety and 
quality of raw milk, which is how 
Wolfin sees it. But Schaffner said the 
organization focuses on raw milk ad-
vocacy rather than managing risk. He 
pointed out that McAfee’s farm has 
been linked to numerous outbreaks.

It’s unclear how many raw milk bills 
will pass in statehouses this year. But 
there is also legislation being consid-
ered on a national level.

Philip Nugent, director general for EU, international and marine affairs, 
(from left), Colombia’s Environmental Minister Irene Vélez Torres, Stientje 
van Veldhoven, minister of climate policy and green growth of the Nether-
lands, and Maina Talia, minister of home affairs, climate change and envi-
ronment of Tuvalu, pose at the end of a conference aimed at transitioning 

away from fossil fuels on April 29 in Santa Marta, Colombia. (AP)

People cross a sidewalk blocked by 
trees after a snowfall, in Moscow, 

Russia on April 27. (AP)

Ziajahromi

A SpaceX Falcon9 rocket, with the Crew Dragon capsule attached, lifts off from Kennedy Space Center’s Launch 
Complex 39-A on Nov. 15, 2020, in Cape Canaveral, Fla. (AP)

Officials and conservationists release Royal Turtles 
into the wild in Preah Sihanouk province, Cambodia, 

on April 29. (Xinhua)

SpaceX’s Falcon Heavy launches Viasat communications sat
SpaceX’s heavy-lift rocket Falcon 
Heavy on Wednesday launched 
a communications satellite for US 
company Viasat into orbit, aiming 
to provide broadband services over 
the Asia-Pacific region.

The rocket lifted off at 10:13 am 
Eastern Time from NASA’s Ken-
nedy Space Center in the US state 
of Florida.

Later, SpaceX confirmed the 
separation of the Falcon Heavy’s 
side boosters. The two side 
boosters successfully landed on 
SpaceX’s Landing Zones 2 and 40 
-- two distinct pads at Cape Canav-
eral Space Force Station in Florida.

Following launch, the satellite 
“ViaSat-3 F3” will spend several 
months traveling to geostationary 

orbit before arriving at its reserved 
orbital slot.

Falcon Heavy is composed of 
three reusable Falcon 9 nine-en-
gine cores whose 27 Merlin en-
gines together generate more than 
5 million pounds of thrust at liftoff. 
It can lift nearly 64 metric tonnes 
to orbit, according to SpaceX. (Xi-
nhua)



NAIROBI, Kenya, April 30, (AP): 
Marathon record-breaker Sabastian 
Sawe received a hero’s welcome in 
Kenya, complete with a water can-
non salute on Wednesday for the air-
craft he was aboard.

On Thursday, he was awarded 
$61,000 and a car by the president.

Sawe, the fi rst person to offi cially 
break the two-hour barrier in an mar-
athon, was welcomed home by his 
parents and Sports Minister Salim 
Mvurya, who hailed the runner’s ac-
complishment at the London Mara-
thon as “a win for Kenya.”

President William Ruto held a 
more formal welcoming ceremo-
ny Thursday, where he described 
Sawe’s win as “a defi ning moment 
in the history of human endurance.”

Sawe gave President Ruto an auto-
graphed Adidas Adizero shoe worn 
during Sunday’s marathon. He also 
autographed a photo of the moment 
he broke the world record.

Sawe made history on Sunday 
when he won in a time of 1 hour, 59 
minutes, 30 seconds. He bettered the 
previous men’s world record by 65 
seconds.

On arrival Wednesday at Nai-

robi’s Jomo Kenyatta International 
Airport, Sawe told The Associated 
Press he was proud to have “made 
a great achievement in life” and was 
planning to “try and lower the record 
further.”

He was adorned with a traditional 
wreath made from twigs to symbol-

ize victory.
Traditional dancers sang his prais-

es as he then climbed into a luxury 
government vehicle as part of the 
“heroic welcome” hailed by the 
sports minister.

Sawe’s parents told The AP they 
knew their son was destined for 

greatness even as a child. His mother 
recounted how he sprinted during 
bath time.

“He would run too fast. So, I would 
say to myself, this boy will shine for 
me one day,” Emily Sawe said.

His father recounted some tension 
watching Sunday’s marathon be-
cause of the television lacked a clear 
signal.

“The moment my son pulled in 
front, I walked out and didn’t see 
him fi nish the race. I watched the 
replay afterwards. I was so happy, 
extremely happy. We screamed so 
much that now it is hard to swallow 
anything,” Simion Kiplagat Sawe 
said.

Sabastian Sawe was introduced to 
professional running by his uncle, 
Abraham Chepkirwok, who ran the 
800 meters for Uganda at the 2008 
Beijing Olympics.

Sawe won the Valencia Marathon 
in 2024, clocking 2:02:05. He went 
into Sunday’s race in London as the 
defending champion.

His father says Sawe is disciplined 
and determined: “Even now, he still 
says that record was not enough; he 
wants to lower it further.”
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Sultans batting crumbles against pace and spin

Kingsmen eliminate Multan from PSL playoffs as fans gradually return to stadiums
LAHORE, Pakistan, April 30, (AP): Hy-
derabad Kingsmen continued their remarkable 
turnaround in the Pakistan Super League with 
a thumping eight-wicket win over Multan Sul-
tans in the playoffs as fans gradually started to 
return to stadiums .

Hyderabad, led by Marnus Labuschagne 
of Australia, started its debut season in Pa-
kistan’s premier domestic T20 event with 
four straight losses before winning five of 
its last six league games to qualify for the 
playoffs.

Hyderabad will take on three-time cham-
pion Islamabad United on Friday for a spot in 
Sunday’s fi nal against 2017 champion Pesha-
war Zalmi, led by Babar Azam.

Peshawar routed Islamabad by 70 runs in the 
qualifi er at Karachi on the back of Babar’s sec-
ond century this season.

A day after Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif 

approved the return of fans to stadiums for the 
remaining four PSL games, ticket distribution 
hit a snag at Karachi before National Bank 
Stadium got a sizable crowd midway through 
the second half of the qualifi er.

The Gaddafi  Stadium in Lahore also didn’t 
pack to its capacity , but still thousands of fans 
came to watch the game for the fi rst time this 
season.

Hyderabad pace trio of Akif Javed, Moham-
mad Ali and Hunain Shah claimed six wickets 
between them while Saim Ayub and Glenn 
Maxwell also picked up a wicket each as Mul-
tan got restricted at 159-9. Pakistan test cap-
tain Shan Masood made an unbeaten 69, but 
rest of the Multan batting crumbled against 
pace and spin.

Hyderabad cruised to 162-2 in 15.2 overs 
with opening batter Maaz Sadaqat scoring un-
beaten 64 off 33 balls and wicketkeeper-batter 

Usman Khan hitting eight fours and three sixes 
in his aggressive 64 off 35 balls.

Pakistan’s biggest sports spectacle had start-
ed behind closed doors last month with fans 
asked to stay home because of soaring fuel 
prices related to the Iran war.

The government had urged people to restrict 
travel. Pakistan Cricket Board chairman Moh-
sin Naqvi also said it wouldn’t be right to have 
30,000 fans attending cricket matches every 
day while the government is asking the public 
to stay home.

Permission for spectators to attend the four 
playoff games was granted just 24 hours be-
fore the qualifi er between Peshawar and Is-
lamabad started.

Last week, Sharif approved a request from 
franchise owners to open the doors to the fi nal 
before giving approval to the remaining three 
playoff games on Monday.

Hyderabad Kingsmen Mohammad Ali, center, celebrates after taking wick-
et during the Pakistan Super League fi rst eliminator cricket match between 
Multan Sultans and Hyderabad Kingsmen at the Gaddafi  Stadium in La-

hore, Pakistan. (AP)

Kenyan marathon record-breaker Sabastian Sawe, left, presents the shoes 
he ran with, to President William Ruto, right, at State House in Nairobi, 

Kenya. (AP)

Hyderabad too hot for Mumbai
Head and Klaasen hit aggressive half-centuries

MUMBAI, India, April 30, (AP): Ag-
gressive half-centuries from Travis 
Head and Heinrich Klaasen propelled 
Sunrisers Hyderabad to a six-wicket 
win over struggling Mumbai Indians 
in the Indian Premier League.

Head set up Hyderabad’s whirlwind chase of 
249-4 in 18.4 with 76 runs off 30 balls before 
Klaasen fi nished off the game with 65 not out 
off 30 balls with seven fours and four sixes.

They overshadowed Ryan Rickelton’s unbeaten 
123 off 55 balls that had earlier led Mumbai to 243-5 
as the South African left-handed opener smashed 
Mumbai’s fastest-ever century in the IPL off 44 balls.

“Knowing our lineup and the pitch, I thought it 
was chasable,” Hyderabad captain Pat Cummins 
said. “When the pitch is good, they (Head and 
Sharma) have so many different shots. Glad I am 
not bowling to them. They are super aggressive. 
They have a fearless attitude.”

Hyderabad’s left-handed opening pair of Head 
and Abhishek Sharma (45) provided a blazing start 
of 129 in only 8.4 overs before Mumbai grabbed 
three wickets in space of four runs in the middle 

overs through spinner Allah Ghazanfar (2-51) and 
captain Hardik Pandya (1-39).

Mumbai fast bowler Jasprit Bumrah (0-54) re-
turned wicketless for the sixth game this season 
as Hyderabad’s explosive top-order didn’t spare 
the world’s best white-ball bowler. Bumrah has 
so far picked up just two wickets in eight games 
and his inability to get early wickets has seen 
Mumbai struggling to defend even big totals this 
season.

Despite wickets falling around him, Klaasen 
didn’t hold back and shared an 80-run stand with 
Nitish Kumar Reddy, who made 21. Then, Salil 
Arora (30 not out) plundered three sixes and two 
fours as Hyderabad notched its fi fth straight win.

Earlier, Pandya became the fi rst captain in the 
last 22 games at Wankhede to fi eld fi rst after win-
ning the toss.

His decision was vindicated by Mumbai’s new 
set of openers Rickelton and Will Jacks (46), who 
combined in an electrifying opening stand of 93 
runs in 43 balls with Rohit Sharma still not match 
fi t and Quinton de Kock ruled out because of a 
wrist injury.

Both batters matched each other before Jacks, 
who hit fi ve fours and three sixes, got a faint out-

side edge to Reddy’s fi rst ball as he went for a big 
shot to a length ball.

Suryakumar Yadav’s (5) below-par season con-
tinued as he yet again fell cheaply when he top-
edged bowler Eshan Malinga (1-29) to fi ne leg. But 
Rickelton turned around his batting form and raised 
his half-century off 23 balls with fi ve fours and four 
sixes.

Pandya made a quickfi re 31 off 15 balls and 
Rickelton kept accelerating before raising his 
record-breaking century for Mumbai with his ag-
gressive power-hitting.

Fast bowler Praful Hinge, playing in his fi rst 
IPL season, was expensive in his two spells and 
fi nished with 2-54 while Harsh Dubey (0-50) was 
also expensive in his three overs.

“I won’t put my bowlers under the bus,” Mum-
bai skipper Pandya said. “As an overall unit, we 
have not been able to do what MI stands for. We 
have passionate owners and support staff, hope-
fully we will fi gure out something.”

Hyderabad moved one place up to No. 3 on the 
points table with 12 points while Mumbai, which 
has lost four of its fi ve home games at Wankhede 
Stadium this season, is at No. 9 with just two wins 
from eight games.

Sunrisers Hyderabad’s Heinrich Klaasen plays a shot during the Indian Premier League cricket match between Mumbai Indians and Sunrisers Hyderabad 
in Mumbai, India. (AP)

Schalke a win away from comeback

LOS ANGELES , April 30, (Agencies): 
Nkosi Tafari headed in Son Heung-
Min’s free kick in second-half stoppage 
time and LAFC beat Toluca FC 2-1 in 
the fi rst leg of the CONCACAF Cham-
pions Cup semifi nal.

The aggregate winner will be decided 
on May 6 in Toluca.

Timothy Tillman gave LAFC a 1-0 
lead in the 51st minute with his second 
goal in 17 games across all competi-
tions this season. Tillman chested down 
Heung-Min’s touch and sent it past a 
diving Luis García. 

LAFC appeared to take a 2-0 lead 
three minutes later when Jacob Shaffel-
burg redirected Sergi Palencia’s cross at 
the back post, but it was called back for 
offsides after a lengthy review.

Toluca tied it at 1-all in the 73rd on a 
bending shot from the top of the box by 
Jesús Ricardo Angulo for his 12th goal 
of the season. 

LAFC goalkeeper Hugo Lloris kept 
the game scoreless in the fi rst half with 
a double save. Lloris’ reaction save de-
nied Nicolás Castro’s header from close 
range and it sent him to the ground to 
block Jesús Gallardo’s rebound attempt 
at the near post.

LAFC was without forward Denis 
Bouanga, who has fi ve goals in the tour-
nament, and defender Eddie Segura due 
to yellow card accumulation. 

❑     ❑     ❑

Goalkeeper Carlos Miguel scored a 

late own goal as Paraguay’s Cerro Por-
teno salvaged a 1-1 home draw with 
Brazilian side Palmeiras in the Copa 
Libertadores group stage.

Colombian midfi elder Jhon Arias 
gave Palmeiras the lead in Asuncion by 
fi ring in from close range after Allan’s 
cross.

The visitors looked to be cruising un-
til the 72nd minute when Juan Iturbe’s 
long-range shot rebounded off the 
woodwork before ricocheting into the 
net off the outstretched Miguel.

Palmeiras dominated the fi nal min-
utes but couldn’t fi nd a winner against 
a Cerro Porteno side that defended stub-
bornly but managed only two shots on 
target.

In Argentina, a second-half strike 
from Guido Carrillo handed Estudiantes 
a 1-1 home draw with reigning cham-
pion Flamengo.

The Brazilian club opened the scor-
ing through Luiz Araujo, who swept 
in from eight yards after a fi ne run and 
cross from Bruno Henrique.

Estudiantes drew level when Car-
rillo bundled in from the goal line 
after Facundo Farias met Eric Meza’s 
cross from the right with a lunging 
header.

Elsewhere in the Copa Libertadores 
on Wednesday, Universidad Catolica 
won 2-1 at Barcelona SC, Mirassol 
cruised to a 2-0 home win over Always 
Ready and Platense prevailed 2-1 at 
home to Santa Fe.

BERLIN, April 30, (AP): Four teams 
are vying to join Bayern Munich and 
Borussia Dortmund in the Champions 
League next season and a host more are 
fi ghting for survival in the Bundesliga.

Last-placed Heidenheim could 
be relegated this weekend, possibly 
replaced by second-division leader 
Schalke, which can seal promotion.

There are no games on Friday as 
it’s May Day, traditionally a day of 
demonstrations and worker protests ac-
companied by a heavy police presence 
across Germany. May Day falls on a 
Saturday next year, when there will be 
no matches at all over the whole week-
end because of the anticipated security 
requirements.

Saturday’s and Sunday’s games are 
unaffected this year. The Women’s 
Bundesliga is also unaffected, with 
Union Berlin visiting Hamburger SV 
on Friday. Bayern sealed the women’s 
title as it did the men’s already.

Heidenheim faces a daunting trip to 
Bayern on Saturday. Heidenheim boost-
ed its hopes of avoiding the drop with 
wins over Union Berlin and St. Pauli 
this month. But a win at Bayern would 
be a major surprise, even if the already 
crowned league champion is likely to 
fi eld a B team before its Champions 
League semifi nal second leg against 
Paris Saint Germain next week. PSG 
won a pulsating fi rst leg 5-4 on Tuesday.

Heidenheim would be relegated by a 
defeat in Munich if St. Pauli, currently 
in the relegation playoff place, beats 
Mainz at home on Sunday.

Schalke can clinch promotion on 
Saturday with a win at home over 
struggling Fortuna Düsseldorf.

Hoffenheim welcomes Stuttgart and 
Bayer Leverkusen hosts Leipzig for 
duels with Champions League quali-
fi cation at stake on Saturday. Third-
placed Leipzig is the best-positioned of 
the four teams after fi ve straight wins 
for 62 points, followed by Stuttgart 
and Hoffenheim on 57. Leverkusen is 
seven points behind Leipzig with three 
round rounds to play.

Union Berlin hosts Cologne on Sat-

urday with both teams just outside the 
relegation zone. Union is looking for 
its fi rst points since Marie-Louise Eta 
was appointed coach.

Leverkusen 18-year-old Montrell 
Culbreath scored in the 3-1 win in Leip-
zig when the sides last met in December, 
and he’s likely to get another run out af-
ter appearing in each of Leverkusen’s 
last eight games across all competitions.

Yan Diomande has become Leip-
zig’s star with goal involvements in 
each of the team’s last three games.

Continuing the theme of youngsters 
breaking through, Dortmund gave 
18-year-old Italian forward Samuele 
Inacio his fi rst start last weekend, when 
16-year-old Mathis Albert became 
the youngest American to play in the 
Bundesliga. Dortmund visits Borussia 
Mönchengladbach on Sunday.

Bayern 18-year-old Bara Sapoko 
Ndiaye from Senegal made his fi rst 
start against Mainz last weekend and 
will likely get another chance in mid-
fi eld against Heidenheim.

Union goalkeeper Frederik Rønnow 
is out for the rest of the season with a 
muscle injury from last weekend’s de-
feat in Leipzig. Carl Klaus, who made 
his Bundesliga debut at age 32, can look 
forward to three more appearances.

LAFC beats Toluca in 1st leg of
CONCACAF Champs Cup semis

Champs League spots still up
for grabs in Bundesliga drama

Toluca midfielder Jesus Angulo (10) movs the ball past LAFC midfielder Mark 
Delgado (8) during the second half of the first leg of a CONCACAF Champions 

Cup semifinal soccer match in Los Angeles. (AP)

Bara Sapoko Ndiaye, left, and Mainz’s 
Kaishu Sano fight for the ball during 
a Bundeliga soccer match between 
Mainz and Bayern in Mainz,Germany. 

(AP)

Sabastian awarded $61,000 and a car by the president

Kenya gives a hero’s welcome to 
marathon record breaker Sawe
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Rockets, Pistons dig deep to prolong playoff fight
Cavaliers take slim lead over Raptors

LOS ANGELES, April 30, (AP): Jabari Smith Jr. scored 
22 points, Tari Eason added 18 and the Houston Rock-
ets avoided playoff elimination for the second straight 
game with a 99-93 victory over the Lakers in Game 5 on 
Wednesday night, trimming Los Angeles’ lead in the first-
round series to 3-2.

Alperen Sengun had 14 points, nine rebounds and eight assists for the 
fifth-seeded Rockets, who sent the series back to Houston for Game 6 on 
Friday night with a gritty performance to overcome Austin Reaves’ return 
to the Lakers.

Houston has won two straight even without top scorer Kevin Durant, who 
has missed four of the series’ fi ve games with injuries.

No team has ever recovered from an 0-3 defi cit to win an NBA playoff se-
ries, but the Rockets are halfway. Only four of the 159 teams to start a series 
down 0-3 have ever even forced a Game 7.

LeBron James scored 17 of his 25 points in the second half and added seven 
assists, but Los Angeles lost its second straight after stealing Game 3 with an 
improbable rally in the fi nal seconds of regulation.

James’ teams have never blown a 2-0 series lead in his entire 23-year NBA 

career.
Reaves had 22 points and six assists in his return from a nine-game injury 

absence for the Lakers, but they committed 15 mostly atrocious turnovers in 
their worst performance of the series and only their second loss in 16 home 
games since February.

Deandre Ayton had 18 points and 17 rebounds for Los Angeles, which is 
still without Luka Doncic. The NBA scoring champion doesn’t appear to be 
close to a return from a strained hamstring.

Strained oblique muscles had sidelined Reaves since April 2, but he had 11 
points and six assists in the fi rst half of Game 5. Yet the Rockets coolly carried 
an advantage into the second half and led 87-74 with 5:55 to play.

Los Angeles awoke for a late 11-1 run and trimmed Houston’s lead to 88-85 
on a driving layup by James, but Reed Sheppard hit a jumper before ripping 
the ball away from James for a dunk with 2:20 to play.

Ayton’s putback dunk made it 96-93 after James and Reaves both missed 
open 3-pointers. Thompson hit one of two free throws, and James badly 
missed another 3-point attempt that allowed Houston to ice it.

Pistons 116, Magic  109
In Detroit, Cade Cunningham scored a franchise playoff-record 45 points, 

including a step-back jumper with 32 seconds left, and the top-seeded Detroit 

Pistons beat the eighth-seeded Orlando Magic  in Game 5 of their fi rst-round 
series to stave off elimination.

Orlando leads the series 3-2 and will get a second chance to advance at 
home on Friday night.

The Magic fell to 0-10 in franchise history on the road in a Game 5.
Detroit never trailed and went ahead by 15 early in the fi nal quarter. The 

Magic made one more run, pulling within three points on Paolo Banchero’s 
sixth 3-pointer with 1:09 left. Banchero matched Cunningham with 45 points, 
also a playoff career-high - and missed 7 of 12 free throws.

Cavaliers 125, Raptors 120
In Cleveland, Dennis Schroder scored 11 of his 19 points in the fourth quar-

ter, Evan Mobley hit a pair of pivotal 3-pointers in the fi nal period and fi n-
ished with 23 points, and Cleveland rallied for a victory over Toronto in Game 
5 of their fi rst-round series.

Cleveland leads the series 3-2. Game 6 is Friday night in Toronto.
James Harden scored 23 points and Donovan Mitchell added 19 for the 

Cavaliers.
RJ Barrett led Toronto with 25 points while Ja’Kobe Walter added 20 and 

Jamal Shead had 18 off the bench. All-star forward Brandon Ingram left the 
game in the second quarter with right heel infl ammation.

Ex-Hawks official sentenced over fraudArsenal hosts Fulham, City visits Everton

Lens cannot afford slip-ups in decisive stretch

Wrexham aims to keep alive EPL 
dream by securing playoff spot

Luis Enrique weighs PSG rotation in Ligue 1 
before Bayern return as Hakimi ruled out

PARIS, April 30, (AP): Paris Saint-Germain coach Luis Enrique faces a dif-
ficult strategic dilemma. 

As he pursues back-to-back Champions League trophies, Luis Enrique 
must ensure he’s also still fielding competitive teams in the closing stages 
of Ligue 1.

Brilliant on the European stage, PSG has been less dominant domestically 
and holds a six-point lead over second-placed Lens.

Both sides have four games left and Luis Enrique’s team has to travel to 
Lens on May 13, postponed from April 11 due to PSG’s involvement in the 
Champions League.

The reigning French champion hosts mid-table Lorient at the Parc des 
Princes on Saturday followed by next week’s trip to Bayern, where it will 
defend a one-goal advantage after a thrilling 5-4 win over the Bundesliga 
champion midweek.

PSG’s squad depth gives Luis Enrique plenty of options, but heavy rota-
tion this month backfired in a 2-1 home defeat to Lyon as substitutes Illia 
Zabarnyi, Gonçalo Ramos and Lucas Beraldo underperformed.

Lens came back from two goals down but dropped important points in a 
3-3 draw at Brest last week. The northern side has no room for mistakes when 
it travels south to Nice on Saturday.

Behind PSG and Lens, the fight for the Champions League places is in-
tense.

Seven-time champion Lyon and fourth-placed Lille are level on points with 
the top three gaining direct entry to the Champions League, and the side in 
fourth entering qualifying. Lyon hosts in-from Rennes on Sunday while Lille 
takes on Le Havre.

Lagging four points behind Lyon, sixth-placed Marseille still hopes to se-
cure Champions League football and travels to struggling Nantes on Satur-
day.

Elye Wahi: The 23-year-old Wahi is finding the form that once made him 
among Europe’s most promising young strikers. Back in Ligue 1 with Nice 
on loan from Eintracht Frankfurt, Wahi has been scoring decisive goals for 
Nice, including last week’s penalty that secured a 1-1 draw at his former club 
Marseille.

Sebastian Nanasi: The Swedish attacking midfielder grabbed the spotlight 
in Malmö before landing in Strasbourg during the 2024 summer. Looking to 
secure a spot at the World Cup, Nanasi has been in top form in the Conference 
League with decisive goals and assists.

PSG will be without defender Achraf Hakimi, who will also will miss the 
return leg of the Champions League semifinal against Bayern because of a 
right thigh injury. He will be out of action for several weeks. PSG second-
choice goalkeeper Lucas Chevalier has also been ruled out for weeks after 
injuring his right thigh during training while forward Gonçalo Ramos is sus-
pended for the match against Lorient.

Toulouse coach Carles Martínez Novell is leaving at the end of the season. 
Toulouse announced the decision on Wednesday with the team sitting 10th in 
the standings. The Spanish coach arrived at Toulouse initially as an assistant 
coach, winning the French Cup in 2023, and was appointed permanent coach 
the following season. Martínez Novell led Toulouse to one of its greatest 
wins when the southern side upset Liverpool 3-2 in a Europa League game 
in November 2023.

LONDON, April 30, (AP): For 
Wrexham’s growing global fan-
base it’s set to be another heart-
stopping end to the season.

This time, a place in the Premier 
League is at stake.

“I think a defi brillator is the tra-
ditional fi fth season gift? Would 
make sense for this show,” Ryan 
Reynolds, the Hollywood celeb-
rity who is a co-owner of the club, 
wrote on X in a nod to the “Wel-
come to Wrexham” series that has 
documented the team’s unprec-
edented journey up English soc-
cer’s league pyramid.

The fi nal step is the biggest one, 
though.

On Saturday, Wrexham heads 
into the fi nal round of regular-
season games in the second-tier 
Championship aiming to secure a 
place in the playoffs that will de-
termine the last promotion spot to 
the Premier League.

The top two teams go up auto-
matically - one of them is Coven-
try, which will fi nish fi rst - and the 
teams fi nishing third to sixth will 
advance to the playoffs. With one 
match left, Wrexham is in sixth 
place.

That last playoff spot is a three-
way contest between Wrexham, 
Hull (in seventh place, behind 
Wrexham on goal difference) and 
Derby (in eighth place, one point 
further back).

Wrexham has the toughest 
game - at home to fourth-place 

Middlesbrough, which needs to 
win to stand a chance of fi nishing 
in second spot.

Hull hosts ninth-placed Nor-
wich and Derby is at home to 
15th-placed Sheffi eld United.

Wrexham is already assured 
of the highest fi nish in its 162-
year history - its previous best 
was 15th in the second tier in the 
1978-79 season - but still possi-
ble is a fourth straight promotion 
that would be beyond the owners’ 
wildest dreams.

Three promotions in a row had 

never been done before in Eng-
lish soccer. So Wrexham, a club 
on so many people’s lips owing 
to its remarkable rise since being 
bought by Reynolds and Rob Mac 
(formerly McElhenney) in 2021, 
is well ahead of schedule.

“At the start of the season,” 
Wrexham midfi elder Ollie Rath-
bone said, “everyone would have 
taken this scenario.”

All 12 of the matches in the 
Championship’s last round kick 
off at the same time.

It’s also a huge, if not decisive, 

round in the Premier League for 
both the title race and battle to 
avoid relegation.

Arsenal - seeking to be English 
champion for the fi rst time since 
2004 - leads by three points from 
second-placed Manchester City, 
which has a game in hand. Arse-
nal hosts Fulham on Saturday and 
City visits Everton on Monday 
night.

At the other end of the stand-
ings, third-from-last Tottenham 
- a top-fl ight team since 1978 - is 
in the relegation zone with four 
games left. Its next match is at 
Aston Villa on Sunday. Totten-
ham is two points behind West 
Ham, which visits Brentford on 
Saturday, and fi ve points behind 
Nottingham Forest, which visits 
Chelsea on Monday.

Also notable is Manchester 
United’s home game against rival 
Liverpool on Sunday. They are in 
third and fourth place, respective-
ly, and both are bidding to tie up 
Champions League qualifi cation.

It remains to be seen for how 
long Liverpool winger Mohamed 
Salah, who is leaving the club at 
the end of the season after nine 
years, will be sidelined after sus-
taining a hamstring injury last 
weekend.

Man City hopes Rodri is avail-
able to return from a muscle injury 
after missing the team’s last two 
games.

ATLANTA, April 30, (AP): Authorities 
announced Wednesday that former Atlanta 
Hawks fi nance executive Lester T. Jones 
Jr. was sentenced to three years and fi ve 
months in prison for embezzling approxi-
mately $3.7 million from the team through 
fraudulent expense reimbursement re-
quests and misuse of corporate credit cards.

Federal prosecutors said in a court fi ling 
in November that Jones, a former Hawks 
accounting executive, used the money to 
pay for travel, luxury apparel, jewelry, car 
expenses and tickets to concerts and sport-
ing events.

Jones pleaded guilty to wire fraud in De-
cember. Jones, 46, worked in the Hawks’ 
accounting and fi nance department from 
March 2016 through June 2025. In his role 
as senior vice president for fi nance, begin-
ning in August 2021, he was responsible 
for the company’s corporate credit card ac-
count with American Express and admin-
istered the electronic expense reimburse-

ment program.
“Jones turned his dream job as a high-

ranking executive for the Atlanta Hawks 
into an opportunity to steal the team’s 
funds, purchasing luxury apparel, jew-
elry, watches, and trips for himself,” U.S. 
Attorney Theodore S. Hertzberg said in a 
statement released by the Department of 
Justice.

“But, for Jones and others who abuse 
their employers’ trust to embezzle substan-
tial funds, the gravy train’s fi nal destination 
is federal prison.”

The Hawks had no comment Wednes-
day on Jones’ sentencing.

Marlo Graham, an Atlanta-based special 
agent, said Jones’ case “underscores the 
signifi cant damage that can be caused by 
insider threats within an organization.”

“Jones abused his authority and access 
to embezzle millions, but schemes like this 
are not immune from detection,” Graham 
said in a statement. 

Cleveland Cavaliers center Jarrett Allen goes to the basket against Toronto Raptors forward RJ Barrett during the 
first half in Game 5 of a first-round NBA playoffs basketball series in Cleveland. (AP)

Houston Rockets guard Amen Thompson, left, drives by Los Angeles Lakers guard Luke Kennard during the sec-
ond half in Game 5 of a first-round NBA playoffs basketball series  in Los Angeles. (AP)

Best of the Rest

Mainoo signs fi ve-year contract: Manchester United midfi elder Kobbie Mainoo 
signed a fi ve-year contract on Thursday to June 2031.

The England international’s future was in doubt a few months ago when he was strug-
gling to hold down a fi rst team place under former coach Ruben Amorim. But Mainoo 
has been a pivotal fi gure in United’s resurgence in the second half of the season and was 
recalled by England ahead of the World Cup. 

“I am determined to step up and play my role in helping Manchester United to regu-
larly fi ght for major trophies in the years ahead,” the 21-year-old Mainoo said.

Born in Stockport, near Manchester, Mainoo was fi rst associated with United at the 
age of six and progressed through its famed academy.

Despite playing a leading role in the England team that advanced to the fi nal of the 2024 
European Championship and being considered one of the top talents of his generation, 
Mainoo lost his place under Amorim. But when Amorim was fi red in January, Mainoo was 
reinstalled by interim coach Michael Carrick and has been a mainstay ever since. (AP)

Wrexham’s Josh Windass gets away from Oxford United’s Yunus Kon-
ak before scoring their first goal during the EFL Championship soccer 
match between Oxford United and Wrexham in Oxford, England. (AP)
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Sports
Cleveland Cavaliers center 
Evan Mobley reacts after mak-
ing a three point basket during 
the second half in Game 5 of a 
fi rst-round NBA playoffs basket-
ball series against the Toronto 
Raptors in Cleveland. (AP)
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All to play for after Arsenal-Atlético stalemate

Al-Nassr edges closer 
to Roshn League title

Al-Arabi retains Iwuala, reshapes foreign roster

Espanyol hosts Real Madrid

Kuwait Club awaits visas for Dammam
camp, lines up Al-Nassr  friendly

Barca could wrap up title as drop battle continues

By Hassan Mosa
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, April 30: Al-Arabi 
SC is moving to reshape its foreign 
roster, with plans to part ways with 
Hamisi Fadiga, Zaid Qanbar, Nabil 
Marmouk and Kamil Al-Aswad, 
while keeping Nigerian winger Ai-
yanu Iwuala.

Despite receiving several offers, 
including one from a Gulf club, 
Iwuala remains a key part of the 
club’s plans after delivering strong 
performances. He is still under con-
tract for two more seasons.

The decision follows a season that 
fell short of expectations, prompting 
the club to target new foreign sign-
ings capable of making a greater im-
pact and helping the team compete 
for titles.

Meanwhile, Kuwait Club con-
tinues daily training at Jaber Al-
Mubarak Stadium in preparation 
for hosting Cambodia’s Svay Rieng 
on May 13 in the AFC Challenge 
League fi nal.

Kuwait Club is planning a training 
camp in Dammam, Saudi Arabia, 
but is awaiting visa approvals for its 
foreign delegation before confi rming 
departure. If the visas are delayed, 
the team will remain in Kuwait 
and continue local training, with a 
friendly match scheduled against Al-
Nassr FC on Thursday.

The squad is now complete fol-
lowing the return of Arsène “Malik” 
Zola to training, alongside the arrival 
of Bahraini international Moham-
med Marhoon.

Head coach Nebojša Jovović has 
urged players to stay focused during 
this crucial stage, stressing the im-
portance of full readiness ahead of 
the continental fi nal. He noted that 
reaching the fi nal was no surprise 
despite the challenges caused by the 
suspension of sporting activity since 
late February, crediting the team’s 
confi dence and strong support from 
the club’s management.

Jovović added that Kuwait Club are 
determined to maintain its  momentum 
and push for a fourth Asian title.

MADRID, April 30, (Xinhua): The 34th round of 
La Liga this weekend could see the title all but de-
cided and another Champions League place con-
firmed.

FC Barcelona will be crowned champion if it wins 
away to Osasuna on Saturday and Real Madrid loses 
at Espanyol on Sunday night.

Barca travels to Pamplona without Lamine Yamal, 
though Raphinha and Marc Bernal could feature. Os-
asuna, ninth and pushing for Europe, will be without 
winger Victor Munoz, who has reportedly attracted 
interest from both Barcelona and Real Madrid but is 
out with a calf injury.

Espanyol hosts Real Madrid after a 0-0 home 
draw against second-from-bottom Levante, leaving 
the club winless in 2026 and sliding from European 
contention to 13th place, just fi ve points above the 
relegation zone.

Madrid will be without Eder Militao, who has un-
dergone tendon surgery and will miss the World Cup, 
while Arda Guler and Kylian Mbappe are sidelined 
with muscle problems. With the title almost out of 
reach, there is a sense that some players are prioritiz-
ing staying fi t for the summer.

If the title is not settled this weekend, the next like-
ly decider would be the Clasico between Barcelona 
and Real Madrid on May 10.

Villarreal hosts Levante on Saturday in a match 
with consequences at both ends of the table. A point 
for third-placed Villarreal would mathematically se-
cure Champions League qualifi cation, while a win 
could lift Levante, making the short trip north from 
Valencia, out of the bottom three.

Villarreal would also clinch a top-four fi nish if 
Real Betis fails to beat bottom side Oviedo, whose 
survival hopes were hit by last weekend’s 2-1 home 

loss to Elche.
The round of matches begins on Friday night with 

Girona at home to Mallorca in a relegation six-point-
er, with defeat potentially dragging Mallorca back 
into the bottom three.

Valencia can all but banish relegation fears with a 
home win over Atletico Madrid, whose coach Diego 
Simeone is expected to rest most of his regular start-
ers ahead of Tuesday’s Champions League semifi nal 
second leg away to Arsenal following Wednesday’s 
1-1 draw in Madrid.

Alaves entertains Athletic Club in a Basque derby, 
with Alaves desperate for three points and hoping 
in-form striker Toni Martinez can extend his scor-
ing streak. Athletic, not yet mathematically safe, will 
need to match Alaves’ intensity in a packed Mendi-
zorroza.

Elche’s fi rst away win of the season last weekend 
lifted it out of the drop zone before a visit to Celta 
Vigo, which remains seventh despite three straight 
defeats. Getafe, meanwhile, will look to bounce back 
from a tame loss to Barcelona against a Rayo Val-
lecano side with one eye on its Conference League 
semifi nal against Strasbourg.

Sevilla closes the round at home to Real Sociedad 
on Monday, starting the match inside the relegation 
zone amid rising tension on and off the pitch. 

Teams exchange penalties

MADRID, April 30, (AP): 
Atletico Madrid and Arse-
nal exchanged penalties in 
a 1-1 draw in the first leg 
of the Champions League 
semifinals on Wednesday, a 
gritty encounter with plen-
ty of intensity from start to 
finish even if it lacked the 
fireworks of a nine-goal 
thriller in Paris.

Viktor Gyökeres put Arsenal 
ahead at the Metropolitano sta-
dium by converting a 44th-minute 
penalty kick. Julián Alvarez equal-
ized for Atletico - also from the 
penalty spot - in the 56th.

Arsenal was awarded another pen-

alty in the 78th after Eberechi Eze 
was brought down by David Hancko 
inside the area, but the call was over-
turned - several moments later - after 
a video review.

The second leg is in London next 
Tuesday, when both clubs will try 
to return to the fi nal after a long ab-
sence and earn a chance to win the 
European title for the fi rst time.

“Here you have to suffer. Many 
teams have suffered here, including 
some of the best in the world,” Arse-
nal coach Mikel Arteta said. “We had 
some good moments in the match 
and moments where we had to suffer. 
The margins are very slim. We are in 
an incredible position - the semifi nal 
of the Champions League. We have 
to play in front of our people - it’s in 
our hands.”

In the league phase of the compe-
tition, Arsenal routed Atletico 4-0 at 
the Emirates Stadium.

Atletico last made it to the Cham-
pions League fi nal in 2016, when it 
lost to city rival Real Madrid.

“We tried,” Atletico midfi elder 
Koke Resurreccion said. “We started 
losing with that penalty, which was 
doubtful, but the team recovered and 
we could equalize with a penalty 
ourselves. We had the opportunities 
to win, but it will all be decided in 
the second leg. I think we played a 
good match.”

Gyökeres broke the deadlock 
Wednesday from the penalty spot 
after he was brought down inside 
the area by Hancko, who was a bit 
late to the ball and slightly bumped 
the Arsenal striker from behind. The 
buildup came after Atletico lost pos-
session in attack.

“Overall I think it was a tough 
game, we know it’s a tough place to 
come, but it’s only halftime,” Gyök-
eres said. “We know when we play 
at home, with our fans, it’s going to 
be different for sure and we just have 

to do our job, be at our best, and for 
sure it’s going to be a good game at 
home.”

Arsenal last appeared in the fi nal 
in 2006, when it lost to Barcelona.

Atletico’s penalty came after a 
handball by Arsenal defender Ben 
White following a shot by Mar-
cos Llorente. The call came after 
a video review. Alvarez converted 
the penalty with a firm shot for his 

10th Champions League goal this 
season. He had to be replaced later 
in the second half with an apparent 
injury.

The penalty was Arsenal’s fi rst 
attempt on target, but both teams 
had exchanged a few early chances. 
Arsenal goalkeeper David Raya 
had made a nice save on a shot by 
Alvarez, and Martin Odegaard - who 
also was later substituted - had his 

dangerous strike from inside the area 
blocked by Atletico defenders.

Alvarez led the Atletico attack 
early but the connection with An-
toine Griezmann and Ademola 
Lookman didn’t work well until the 
second half.

Alvarez almost curled in a free-
kick strike after the break, and 
both Lookman and Griezmann had 
chances shortly afterward. Griez-

mann struck the post with a shot in 
the 63rd. Lookman, who had been 
doubtful to start because of a muscle 
injury, missed from close range later 
in the second half.

Many of the nearly 70,000 Atleti-
co fans threw toilet paper from the 
stands before the match at the Metro-
politano, creating a curtain of white 
paper.

Atletico Madrid’s Marcos Llorente, left, challenges Arsenal’s Arsenal’s Viktor Gyokeres during a Champions League semifinal, first leg, soccer match 
between Atletico Madrid and Arsenal in Madrid. (AP)

Atletico Madrid’s Antoine Griez-
mann, left, and Arsenal’s Martin Zu-
bimendi battle for the ball during a 
Champions League semifinal, first 
leg, soccer match between Atlet-
ico Madrid and Arsenal in Madrid, 

Spain. (AP)

  In this file photo, Cristiano Ronaldo celebrates after scoring a goal.

Nigerian winger Aiyanu Iwuala

RIYADH, April 30: Al-Nassr took another major step toward securing the 
Saudi Pro League title with a crucial 2–0 win over Al-Ahli in Round 30.

Coming just days after Al-Ahli’s back-to-back AFC Champions League 
Elite triumph, the defeat dealt a signifi cant blow to coach Matthias Jaissle’s 
hopes of mounting a serious domestic title challenge.

Captain Cristiano Ronaldo broke the deadlock in the 76th minute, before 
Kingsley Coman sealed the victory with a late strike in the 90th minute.

The win lifts Al-Nassr to 79 points, opening an eight-point gap over second-
placed Al-Hilal, albeit having played one game more. Al-Ahli sit third on 66 
points.

Best of the Rest
Mainoo signs 5-year contract: 
Manchester United midfi elder Kob-
bie Mainoo signed a fi ve-year con-
tract on Thursday to June 2031.

The England international’s fu-
ture was in doubt a few months 
ago when he was struggling to hold 
down a fi rst team place under former 
coach Ruben Amorim. But Mainoo 
has been a pivotal fi gure in United’s 
resurgence in the second half of the 
season and was recalled by England 
ahead of the World Cup. 

“I am determined to step up and 
play my role in helping Manchester 
United to regularly fi ght for major 
trophies in the years ahead,” the 
21-year-old Mainoo said.

Born in Stockport, near Manches-
ter, Mainoo was fi rst associated with 
United at the age of six and pro-
gressed through its famed academy.

Despite playing a leading role 
in the England team that advanced 
to the fi nal of the 2024 European 
Championship and being considered 
one of the top talents of his genera-
tion, Mainoo lost his place under 
Amorim. But when Amorim was 
fi red in January, Mainoo was rein-
stalled by interim coach Michael 
Carrick and has been a mainstay 

ever since.
“Kobbie is one of the most natu-

rally gifted young footballers in the 
world,” United director of football 
Jason Wilcox said. “We are delight-
ed that Kobbie has extended his stay 
here and have full confi dence that 
he will develop into one of the best 
players in the world, ready to play a 
pivotal role in a Manchester United 
team challenging for the biggest 
honours.”(AP)

❑     ❑     ❑

Dushanbe to host Judo Masters: 
The International Judo Federation 
(IJF) announced on Thursday that 
the 2026 World Judo Masters will be 
held in Dushanbe, Tajikistan, from 
December 18 to 20.

The World Judo Masters ranks 
just below the world championships 
within the IJF competition system.

As part of the World Judo Tour, 
the invitation-only event brings to-
gether the top 36 athletes in each 
weight category, with no limit on 
entries per country.

The tournament carries signifi -
cant world ranking value, with 1,800 
points awarded to the gold medallist.

The 2026 edition will also count 
toward qualifi cation for the Los An-
geles 2028 Olympic Games. (Xin-
hua)

Barcelona’s Jules Kounde, right, heads the ball 
during the Spanish La Liga soccer match between 

Getafe and Barcelona in Getafe, Spain. (AP)


