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KUWAIT AIRSPACE STILL CLOSED AMID FLIGHT RESTART RUMORS

Calm reigns across Kuwait as
FOD teams sweep 17 threats

By Fares Ghaleb and Inaas Awadh

IS Tehran sincere about the ceasefire? The
answer to this question was clear from the
very first hours following the ceasefire an-
nouncement.

While Washington and Tel Aviv adhered
to the ceasefire, the Iranian Revolutionary
Guard had quickly bombed several coun-
tries in the region and threatened to block the
Strait of Hormuz, claiming that the conflict in
Lebanon had not ended.

Anyone familiar with the Iranian mindset
knows that Iranian promises are often a tactic
to buy time.

This is their modus operandi, even in trade
and public relations.

Therefore, the negotiations are nothing
more than an opportunity for Iran to pre-
pare for a second round of war, or at the
very least, to get ready for dealing with po-
tential domestic developments. Perhaps it
has other objectives that will become clear
in time.

Iranian calculations differ sharply from
those in Washington, Tel Aviv, and the Gulf
states, which were most affected by the recent
war. Given their deep understanding of Per-
sian culture, the Gulf states, when warning
against a lack of decisive action in the current
war, knew exactly what a truce would mean
for Iran and were certain that Iran would not
honor it.

Iran is now seeking to evade the ceasefire,
first by claiming that the agreement does not
cover Lebanon, and then by arguing that it
does not guarantee the Gulf states, among
other justifications.

It is clear that the statements of Iranian of-
ficials, regardless of their wording, imply that
Iran is not serious about committing to the
ceasefire agreement.

Thus, the Iranian regime is attempting to
back out of the agreement by placing the
blame on the United States or Israel.

The U.S. Vice President made it clear re-
cently by stating, “If Iran is using Lebanon
as a pretext for withdrawing from the agree-
ment, that is their prerogative. Lebanon is not
part of the agreement, and Iran knows this
very well.”

This unequivocal statement from the U.S.
KVice President leaves no room for misinter-
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Washington must understand
Tehran’s deceptive tactics

pretation.

In response, Tehran has been spreading the
claim that Lebanon is included in the agree-
ment, in an attempt to mislead its proxies.

Iran follows a consistent strategy - if its
proxies win a battle, it claims partnership in
the victory; if they are defeated, Iran disa-
vows them.

The world witnessed this reality in 2006
when the former Secretary-General of Hez-
bollah Hassan Nasrallah launched attacks
on Israel, ostensibly to secure the release of
Lebanese prisoners.

Hezbollah succeeded in capturing two Is-
raeli soldiers. However, faced with Israel’s
response, widespread destruction, and the
number of Lebanese casualties, Nasrallah
famously admitted, “Had I known these con-
sequences, I would not have ordered this op-
eration.”

Today, Naim Qassem, Nasrallah’s suc-
cessor, who remains hidden deep under-
ground, has followed a similar path. When
Israeli-American attacks targeted Iran,
Hezbollah launched missiles from Leba-
non. Yet, witnessing the Israeli retaliation
and the resulting casualties among his own
community, Qassem shifted the blame to
the Lebanese government, accusing it of
failing to protect its people and thereby
absolving himself of responsibility for the
harm inflicted.

As the saying goes, “If a person lives
among a people for forty days, he will either
become one of them or leave them.” So what
about someone who has been tied to the Ira-
nian regime for 44 years, repeatedly claiming
full support from Iran?
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Art icon bridging cultures

Photo by Rezk Tawfiq
Sue Salam Kaoukji shares a moment with ambassadors and guests at her
French knighthood ceremony.

By Munif Naif
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, April 9: The
Ministry of Interior announced
that the exceptional grace period
for surrendering unlicensed weap-
ons, ammunition and explosives
resulted in the surrender of 2,818
firearms, including seven RPG
launchers, and 284,860 rounds
of ammunition from March 24 to

Truce tunes up
global markets

Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff and Agencies

KUWAIT CITY, April 9: The Public Authority
for Civil Aviation (PACA) on Thursday denied
rumors on the resumption of flights at Kuwait
International Airport, stressing that no official
approvals have been issued and the airport re-

mains closed.

Official spokesperson of PACA Abdullah Al-Rajhi revealed
that a social media post, attributed to an airline, falsely re-
ported the restart of flights from Kuwait International Airport.

Al-Rajhi stressed the information is incorrect, indicating no ap-
provals have been granted to date. He urged the public to verify
information through official sources and avoid unreliable online re-

ports.

official communication channels.

On Feb 28, PACA announced the temporary closure of Kuwaiti
airspace to aircraft and passengers due to regional political and se-
curity developments. The precautionary measure was taken to safe-
guard the passengers, airlines and airport operations.

On the other hand, the Ministry of Defense announced on Thurs-

He reaffirmed the commitment of PACA to adhere to the princi- t
ples of transparency, adding that updates will be announced through

safety
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Civilian attacks condemned by
Kuwait human rights body

Private nurseries remain closed for

Authorities extend suspension of
sporting events

25 unauthorized camps removed
near military sites

US-Iran ceasefire teeters with dis-
agreements

day that the air defense systems of the country have not reported

any military movement or developments within its designated opera-
tional zones in the last 24 hours.
Spokesman of the ministry Colonel Staff Saud Al-Atwan made

Continued on Page 5
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Motorists head toward Kuwait City on Thursday as the iconic Liberation Tower rises through a gloomy sky.

Thunder rolls, fog strolls into Kuwalit weekend

KUWAIT CITY, April 9, (KUNA): The act-
ing Director of the Kuwait Meteorological
Department, Dhirar Al-Ali, forecasted that
the country will experience moderate rain
with occasional thunderstorms on Friday,
April 10, and Saturday, April 11, along with
chances of fog forming in the evenings.

In a press statement to the Kuwait

News Agency (KUNA), Al-Ali explained
that the daytime weather on Friday will be
somewhat hot and partly to mostly cloudy,
with chances of light scattered rain later
in the day. At night, temperatures will be
slightly cool to mild, partly cloudy, with
chances of scattered rain and occasional
thunderstorms, along with possible fog in

some areas.

On Saturday, daytime weather will be
warm and partly to mostly cloudy, with
chances of scattered rain and occasional
thunderstorms. At night, it will be slightly
cool to mild, with some scattered clouds
and chances of fog forming in the eve-
ning.

Weapons amnesty yields 2,818
guns and 284,860 ammunition

April 8.

maintain societal security.

In a press statement, the ministry
explained that the grace period was
aimed at giving those concerned a
chance to legalize their status and

It commended the remarkable
cooperation shown by citizens and
expressed its gratitude to all those
who surrendered their unlicensed

Continued on Page 4

Boursa Kuwait
general index slips
0.29% to 8,626.97

Anxiety alters appetite

By Marwa Al-Bahrawi

the repercussions of this tur-
moil have extended beyond
the psychological realm, af-
fecting every aspect of daily
life, particularly dietary
habits.

Disordered eating pat-
terns are emerging, ranging
from overeating driven by
anxiety to loss of appetite
caused by stress, highlight-
ing the impact of these cri-
ses on public health.

Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, April 9: Amid esca-
lating political tensions in the region,

Regional turmoll takes a bite
out of daily diets, say experts

Others respond by restricting their
food intake, which can lead to loss of
appetite. Stress triggers the release of
the hormone cortisol, which increases
appetite and cravings for sugary and
fatty foods because they pro-
vide quick energy and stimu-
late the release of dopamine,
the hormone responsible for
a temporary sense of well-be-
ing. This behavior is known
as “emotional eating.”

Dr. Al-Majed went on to
explain that cases of appetite
loss are linked to the body’s
“fight or flight” response,
where elevated adrenaline
levels suppress appetite and

France honors Kaoukji with
‘Knight of Arts and Letters’

By Fares Ghaleb
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, April 9: French Am-
bassador to Kuwait Olivier Gauvin
awarded the Knight of the Order of Arts
and Letters to Sue Salam Kaoukji in a
ceremony held at his residence recently.
Lebanese Ambassador to Kuwait
Ghadi Khoury, other ambassadors,
diplomats and those interested in cul-
tural affairs attended the event.
Gauvin praised the decades-long

career of Kaoukji, asserting that she
serves as an example of dedication to
art and heritage, and that she plays a
vital role in showcasing Islamic art on
the global stage.

He called to mind the remarkable
moments since her early artistic jour-
ney and her exposure to a rich cultural
environment before she moved to Ku-
wait in 1977, where her career became
closely intertwined with cultural work
and museums.

Continued on Page 5

By Najeh Bilal
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, April 9: Some eco-
nomic experts shared their views about
the two-week truce declared by US
President Donald Trump, as the news-
paper posed the following questions:

- Does the truce implicitly signal a
definitive resolution to the crisis that
has paralyzed global economic inter-
ests since the hostilities began?

- Does the recent announcement
of the US President regarding Amer-
ican assistance to Tehran in mitigat-
ing maritime congestion in the Strait
of Hormuz — alongside his call for
the commencement of reconstruc-
tion — indicate a permanent end to
the conflict?

Continued on Page 4
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Gulf Bank issues its
Sustainability Report
and continues to
boost environmental,
social and governance
standards

Dr. Sanaa Abdullah Al-
Majed, a clinical nutrition-
ist and former head of the
Nutrition Awareness De-
partment at the Food and
Nutrition ~ Administration
of the Ministry of Health,
highlighted the strong link
between psychological state
and eating behavior.

She explained that stress
can trigger two opposing

slow the digestive system as
the body focuses on confront-
ing threats. In such cases,
even thinking about food can
feel exhausting or provoke
nausea.

Regarding how to distin-
guish between true hunger
and emotional hunger, she
explained that true hunger
develops gradually and arises
from a physical need. A per-

responses in the body - ei-
ther turning to “emotional
eating” for comfort or experiencing a
complete loss of appetite.

Dr. Al-Majed explained that con-
stant exposure to political news and its
rapid developments generates anxiety
and fear, causing some individuals to
use food as a way to relieve stress.

Al-Bader

son can eat any type of food
and stop once they feel full.
Emotional hunger, on the other hand,
appears suddenly and intensely and is
often linked to cravings for specific
sugary or fatty foods. It may persist
even after feeling full.

Continued on Page 4
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HH Amir sponsors, Defense Minister attends officer cadets graduation event

KUWAIT CITY, April 9,
(KUNA): The Ali Al-Sabah Mili-
tary College on Thursday held a
graduation ceremony for its 24th
batch of university graduate of-
ficer cadets, under the patronage
of His Highness the Amir and Su-
preme Commander of the Kuwait
Armed Forces Sheikh Meshal Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah.

Minister of Defense Sheikh
Abdullah Ali Abdullah Al-Salem
Al-Sabah attended the ceremo-
ny, which is considered a major
milestone for the graduates, who
formally took the oath of office
and transitioned from intensive
academic preparation to active
military duty.

The Minister conveyed his sin-
cere congratulations to the newly

commissioned officers, highlight-
ing the “great trust” bestowed
upon them by His Highness the
Amir — may Allah protect him.

He commended the graduates
for the academic and practical
excellence they demonstrated
throughout their studies, affirm-
ing that their accomplishments
have fully prepared them to join
their fellow servicemen in the
ranks of the Kuwaiti Army.

Addressing  the  graduates,
Sheikh Abdullah Ali urged them
to apply the knowledge and field
training they have acquired in a
practical and effective manner
within their respective military
units.

He emphasized the need to em-
body the highest standards of dis-

cipline, conduct and responsibil-
ity, calling on them to serve with
utmost dedication and sincerity in
defending the homeland and pre-
serving its security and stability.

He asserted that the current re-
gional situation requires continu-
ous vigilance and readiness by all
members of the Armed Forces.

He also expressed his apprecia-
tion to the leadership and staff of
Ali Al-Sabah Military College,
while praising the faculty for
their committed efforts in shap-
ing a distinguished generation of
officers.

He concluded by praying for
the continuous safety and pros-
perity of the nation under the
leadership of His Highness the
Amir and His Highness the

Minister of Defense Sheikh Abdullah Ali Abdullah Al-

Salem Al-Sabah rendering the speech.

Crown Prince Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khaled Al-Sabah — may Allah
protect them.

Also present at the ceremony
were Chief of the General Staff

Lieutenant  General  Khaled
Daraaj Al-Shuraiaan, Undersec-
retary of the Ministry of Defense
Sheikh Dr. Abdullah Meshaal
Mubarak Al-Sabah, Deputy Chief

KUNA photos
Minister of Defense Sheikh Abdullah Ali Abdullah Al-
Salem Al-Sabah awards a graduating cadet.

of the General Staff Major Gener-
al (Pilot) Sabah Jaber Al-Ahmad
Al-Sabah, and Commandant of
the College Brigadier General
Abdullah Ahmed Al-Turkait.

Kuwalt consulate hit
IN Basra draws scorn

Iraq waters down attack as ‘regrettable’

KUWAIT CITY, April 9: The
attack on the Kuwaiti Con-
sulate in Basra two days ago,
including acts of vandalism
and storming, sparked wide-
spread resentment and anger
among Kuwaiti citizens, as
well as many Iraqis and poli-
ticians, who viewed it as a bla-
tant violation of international
conventions and norms.

According to an investigation
conducted by the daily, the small
group responsible for storming the
consulate does not represent the
Iraqi people as a whole. The Popu-
lar Mobilization Forces (PMF) act
as an Iranian proxy.

The report stressed the necessity of
holding those involved accountable to
prevent a recurrence of such deplor-
able acts and to curb the unchecked
actions of certain factions and militias.

In this regard, the advisor to the
Iraqi Prime Minister, Ayed Al-Hilali,
condemned the storming of the Ku-
waiti Consulate in Basra, describing
the incident as deeply regrettable due
to its negative implications, which are
inconsistent with the longstanding his-
torical relations and fraternal ties be-
tween Iraq and Kuwait.

He explained that the incident was
impulsive and ill-considered, casting
a shadow over the internal situation
and raising legitimate concerns about
the ability of certain parties to regulate
public behavior within legal and diplo-
matic frameworks. The Iraqi-Kuwaiti
relations have seen significant devel-
opment in recent years, based on the
principles of respecting sovereignty

and promoting shared interests. This
makes such individual actions a clear
departure from the general approach
adopted by both countries. The inci-
dent cannot be seen as representing an
official or public stance , but rather as
an isolated event that does not reflect
Iraq’s true orientation.

Al-Hilali affirmed the Iraqi govern-
ment’s full commitment to protecting
diplomatic missions in accordance
with international agreements, includ-
ing the Vienna Convention on Consu-
lar Relations.

He  stressed
the necessity of
holding those
involved ac-
o countable  and
taking legal ac-
tion against them,
thereby restoring
the state’s pres-
tige and sending
a clear and reas-
suring message to
the Kuwaiti side.

Al-Hilali affirmed that the incident
represents a crucial test of the Iraqi
state’s ability to enforce the rule of law
and maintain balance in its foreign re-
lations, ensuring that such actions are
not repeated and preserving the fra-
ternal ties between the two brotherly
countries.

Meanwhile, researcher and aca-
demic Dr. Ayed Al-Manna’a described
the attack as an act of aggression that
reflects the negligence of the relevant
Iraqi authorities in protecting the Ku-
waiti Consulate.

He called for holding the perpetra-
tors accountable, particularly since
they recorded themselves storming the
consulate, climbing onto its roof, and

Dr. Al-Manaa’a

tearing down the Kuwaiti flag.

Dr. Al-Manna’a emphasized that
these actions are completely unaccep-
table, especially considering Kuwait’s
consistent support for Iraq through all
its trials.

Furthermore, Lawyer Hamdan Al-
Namshan, legal advisor to the Nation-
al Human Rights Bureau, stated that
the attack on the Kuwaiti Consulate by
a small group of Iraqis is unacceptable
and that the Iraqi government must
hold those responsible accountable.

He emphasized that international
law strictly prohibits violations of dip-
lomatic missions.

Al-Namshan noted that the perpe-
trators do not represent the Iragi peo-
ple as a whole and highlighted that
they are affiliated with another coun-
try.

He affirmed that Kuwaiti-Iraqi rela-
tions will remain fraternal.

In addition, former acting Director
General of Immigration, Bader Al-
Hammadi, expressed his astonishment
at the attacks, asking, “Is this accept-
able behavior from Iraqis toward their
Kuwaiti brothers?”

He recalled that during the term of
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad (may God
have mercy on him), Kuwait provided
Iraq with extensive aid, including the
reconstruction of residential cities and
power stations, as well as the con-
struction of a sports stadium.

Al-Hammadi stressed that the Pop-
ular Mobilization Forces (PMF) are
behind the efforts to incite a segment
of the Iraqi population against Kuwait,
noting that this group, like Hezbollah,
receives support from Iran.

Charities get nod for sacrificial projects

By Fares Ghaleb
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, April 9: The Ministry
of Social Affairs, through its Depart-
ment of Charitable Societies and Foun-
dations, has started granting approval
to a number of charitable organiza-
tions to implement sacrificial animal
projects.

Approval is granted to organizations
that have obtained the necessary per-
mits within a regulatory framework
outlining the mechanisms for announc-
ing these projects and the regulations
governing their fundraising activities.

The ministry has specified the con-
ditions for advertising sacrificial ani-
mal projects as follows:

B The administrative fee must be
mentioned in the advertisements for
projects that are implemented locally
and internationally.

B Advertisements must include the
approval or license number found on
the license of the project, the validity

period of the license, and the phrase,
“Cash collection is prohibited.”

B Advertisements must clearly state
the project name and the country or
countries where the project will be im-
plemented, as per the official applica-
tion.

B Refrain from using any language
with sectarian or political connota-
tions.

B Obtain approvals before publish-
ing images of children or individuals,
and displaying the State of Kuwait’s
slogan, “Kuwait Stands with You,”
when implementing the project in the
relevant country.

B The advertisement period ends
upon the expiration of the project’s
license.

B All relevant circulars and regula-
tions must be adhered to.

Meanwhile, following are the fund-
raising regulations:

B Obtain approval from the minis-
try before establish private fundraising

links for prominent figures or individu-
als, while the publication of authorized
links on the official website or social
media accounts is allowed.

M 1t is prohibited to collect cash or
in-kind donations, restricting them to
the approved electronic methods like
bank transfers, electronic collection
devices, K-NET and other electronic
payment services.

M 1t is prohibited to publish fund-
raising links on marketing, advertising
and public relations platforms.

B Compliance with the circular
about the new mechanism for interna-
tional funds transfers for implementing
licensed projects abroad.

B Charitable societies must regis-
ter in the ‘Safe Travel’ system of the
Foreign Affairs Ministry before send-
ing representatives to oversee project
implementation outside the country.
They should deal only with entities
approved by the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs.

WASHINGTON, April 9, (KUNA):

al Consulate of the State of Kuwait

US slams attack on Kuwait consulate,
asks Iraqg to dismantle terror groups

violation of the sanctity of consular

The United States on Thursday con-
demned in the strongest terms the
April 7 attack on the Kuwaiti Con-
sulate in Basrah.

The Iraqi government must hold
accountable and dismantle the Iraqi
terrorist groups aligned with Iran
that conducted this attack and con-
tinue to use Iraqi territory and re-
sources to terrorize the region, read
a State Department statement.

in Basra, Iraq.

Oman condemns

The Sultanate of Oman’s foreign
ministry condemned the attack on ‘
Kuwait’s General Consulate in the .
Iraqi city of Basra. A ministry state- Abu al-Gheit
ment expressed “absolute rejection”
of such acts and stressed the impera-
tive of respecting the Vienna Conven-
tion on Diplomatic Relations, as well
as ensuring the protection of all dip-
lomatic and consular missions under
any circumstances and at all times.

Arab League condemns

The Arab League on Wednesday
condemned the attack on the Gener-

again.

In a press statement, the League’s
Secretary General Ahmad Abu al-
Gheit expressed reiterated its ut-

on the matter to take legal actions
against those involved and making
sure the incident does not take place

Pakistan condemns

Pakistan on Wednesday con-
demned the storming and vandal-
ism of the Consulate General of the
State of Kuwait in Basra, and the

premises, said Foreign Office.

A press release by Pakistan For-
eign Office said that it has noted
with deep concern the reported
storming and vandalism of the
Consulate General of the State of
Kuwait in Basra, and the viola-
tion of the sanctity of the consular
premises. It further said, “Pakistan
strongly condemns such acts, which
are inconsistent with established
diplomatic norms and international
law, particularly the Vienna Con-

ter  rejection
of ant attacks
on diplomatic
missions  and
consulates,
be it storming
or vandalism
under any ex-
cuse. He wel-

comed Iraq’s . P
q vention on Consular Relations.”
announcement . . .
. Pakistan emphasizes the impor-
of forming an tance of ensuring the security and
investigation cole g the security

inviolability of diplomatic and con-
sular missions and calls for a thor-
ough investigation into the incident,
as well as bringing those responsi-
ble to justice. Pakistan expresses its
solidarity with the Government and
people of Kuwait and reaffirms its
principled position on respect for
diplomatic missions and adherence
to international obligations, the re-
lease added.

committee

No unjustified hike In
building material rate

By Marwa Al-Bahrawi
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, April 9: The Ministry of Com-
merce and Industry’s Commercial Control and Con-
sumer Protection Department conducted an inspec-
tion tour of several construction materials stores in
Shuwaikh to ensure compliance with regulations
and monitor the stability of construction material
prices.

During the inspection tour, it was confirmed that
no unjustified price increases occurred.

Meanwhile, the emergency team in the Ahmadi
and Mubarak Al-Kabeer Governorates carried out
an extensive field tour, which resulted in the issu-
ance of 120 violation reports. Legal measures were
taken against the violators.

In addition, three warnings were issued to several
entities for failing to comply with regulations gov-
erning the sale and distribution of energy drinks.
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Kuwait map with Qur’anic verse.
Solidarity campaign on
social media proves hit

KUWAIT CITY, April 9: Social media platforms in Ku-
wait are witnessing a widespread solidarity campaign, with
WhatsApp users sharing posts featuring a map of Kuwait
and the Qur’anic verse at its center - “And We have placed
before them a barrier and behind them a barrier and covered
them, so they do not see”, reports Al-Jarida daily.

The initiative has received significant engagement from
both individuals and public figures, as well as influencers.
May God protect Kuwait from all harm and evil.

Plan to build

Other Voices

water tanks
in Al-Na’eem

By Mohammad Ghanem
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times

A unigue historical event

Nazaha and FIU to jointly  PAAET gives go ahead
track suspicious activities

KUWAIT CITY, April 9: Chairperson of the Kuwait Anti-Cor-
ruption Authority (Nazaha) Dr. Rana Al-Fares and Head of the
Financial Intelligence Unit (FIU) Dr. Hamad Al-Mekrad held
a meeting on Thursday to discuss ways to enhance coopera-
tion and coordination between relevant entities in tracking and
analyzing suspicious financial activities, as well as exchanging
expertise and information, reports Al-Seyassah daily.

In a press statement issued after the meeting, Dr. Al-Fares

Al-Fares

the two entities.

affirmed Nazaha’s commitment to fulfill-
ing its national role in line with the di-
rectives of the political leadership, and
highlighted the importance of unifying
institutional efforts to achieve the high-
est levels of integrity and transparency.

Meanwhile, Dr. Al-Mekrad affirmed
the Financial Intelligence Unit’s com-
mitment to strengthening its partnership
with Nazaha to support national efforts
in combating corruption and promoting
transparency.

He also expressed satisfaction with
the current level of cooperation between

According to the press statement, the meeting reflects the
directives of His Highness the Amir of Kuwait, Sheikh Meshal
Al-Ahmad, to eradicate corruption, eliminate its sources, and
firmly establish integrity and transparency as guiding princi-
ples in government work.

for distance learning

By Abdulrahman Al-Shammari
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, April 9: The Public Authority for Applied
Education and Training (PAAET) announced the approval of
Board of Directors’ regulations governing distance learning
during exceptional or emergency circumstances.

This step is part of a proactive approach to ensure the con-
tinuity of education and training without interruption, while
maintaining high standards of quality and efficiency.

PAAET explained that the regulations reflect its institutional
preparedness to deal with various exceptional or emergency
situations through the adoption of a flexible educational sys-
tem supported by clear regulatory controls that ensures a bal-
ance in the continuity of education with academic discipline.
The adopted regulations provide a comprehensive framework
for managing distance learning, including oversight of edu-
cational platforms to meet the highest standards of technical
readiness and information security, and clearly defining the re-
sponsibilities and obligations of faculty members and students.

The regulations include organizing assessment and exami-
nation procedures to ensure fairness and integrity, while re-
quiring in-person final examinations.

PAAET emphasized the importance of respecting intellec-
tual property rights for educational content and strengthening
the role of the Measurement and Evaluation Center in monitor-
ing the quality of distance learning outcomes and submitting
periodic reports.

Staff

KUWAIT CITY, April 9:
The Ministry of Electric-
ity, Water and Renewable
Energy, through its Water
Projects Sector, intends to
construct six underground
water reservoirs in Al-
Na’eem, with a capacity of
100 million imperial gal-
lons each.

The ministry included a
contract in its current fis-
cal year plan to offer the
project for public bidding.
It will be open to com-
panies classified by the
Central Agency for Public
Tenders (CAPT).

CAPT will announce the
tender, set the deadline for
bid submission, open the
bids, and then refer them
to the ministry for review
and preparation of a tech-
nical recommendation.

The ministry will then
make the final decision
on awarding the contract,
with the approval of the
State Audit Bureau (SAB).

This project is part of
the efforts to increase the
strategic reserve of fresh
and brackish water to be
ready for the peak con-
sumption periods.

The underground reser-
voirs will serve those re-
siding in Al-Na’eem and
the surroundings areas to
ensure continuous water
supply during the peak
consumption periods.

By Ahmad alsarraf

In 1914, when Kuwait was a British
protectorate, the British Consul in
Kuwait organized a celebration at the
consulate to mark King George V’s
birthday.

He invited the then-ruler of Kuwait,
Sheikh Mubarak Al-Sabah, his sons,
and several sheikhs and dignitaries to
foster acquaintance and strengthen re-
lations.

Among  the
attendees  were
Salem Buqam-
maz, Hilal Al-
Mutairi, Hamad
Al-Khaled,
Abdulrahman
Al-Asousi, Ibra-
him Al-Mudhaf,
Abdulrahman
Al-Roumi,
Abdulkarim
Marafie, and Ab-
dullah Al-Sumait.

These are the names that could be
identified from an anonymous notice
listing all the invitees in small, illeg-
ible print. The notice also included
other details in larger print, highlight-
ing the simplicity of life in those days.

The Mubarakiya School had opened
shortly before this event, becoming
the first official school in Kuwait and
possibly in the Arabian Peninsula.

American missionaries in Basra
had tried to persuade Sheikh Mubarak
Al-Sabah to establish a mission hospi-
tal in Kuwait with an attached English
language school. He was hesitant, sus-
pecting that the initiative combined
missionary objectives with humani-
tarian activities.

The newsletter also noted that the
cost of the King’s birthday celebration
was approximately 14 rupees, slightly

alsarraf

more than one Kuwaiti dinar, reflect-
ing the modest, protocol-driven nature
of celebrations at the time.

The Indian rupee was the currency
used in countries under the British
Crown in the region and was admin-
istered from Bombay. It was in circu-
lation in Iraq from 1914 until 1931,
when the Iraqi dinar was introduced.

In Kuwait, the rupee remained in
use until the early 1960s, when it was
replaced by the Kuwaiti dinar after in-
dependence.

I lived through the rupee era and
enjoyed helping my father and grand-
father with money exchange. I would
take the rupees out of burlap sacks
and arrange them in specially de-
signed wooden drawers. The rupee
was divided into 16 annas, follow-
ing the English system of complex
weights and measures. Later, France
introduced the decimal system for
measuring distances, dimensions, and
weights, which was much simpler
than the English system.

The newsletter also reported con-
tributions from some citizens to the
reception.

Khalaf Al-Halwaji, owner of the
first sweets factory, which may still
be operating today, donated almond
syrup and pomegranate juice. A guest
named Al-Tuwaiji, or possibly Al-
Tariji, donated 300 cigarettes. Anoth-
er guest, Ghloum, contributed eight
boxes of sweets. Abdullah Al-Qattan
donated bottles of rose water. Yousef
Al-Mutawa gave rare and precious in-
cense, and Sultan bin Issa Al-Qanaei
donated boxes of biscuits.

As a Lebanese proverb on nostal-
gia says, “My God bring back the old
good days!”

a a Q
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A DIGEST OF PUBLIC OPINION

‘Hegemony’

goal in Iran

aggression against Gulf

“TODAY, the situation has completely
changed, and we must consider the con-
sequences and understand that Iran’s tar-
geting of the Gulf states is not merely a
reaction to American and Israeli attacks,”
columnist Eng. Adel Al-Jarallah Al-
Kharafi wrote for Al-Seyassah daily.

“I have said it
before, and I re-
peat it today - Iran
operates under a
political ideology
that is not rooted
in religious doc-
trine. At the core
of this ideology is
the principle of ex-
porting the revolu-
tion, as enshrined
in the Iranian con-
stitution.

“This principle is also reflected in the
ideology of the Iranian regime’s prox-
ies in the region. This is why, when the
former Secretary-General of Hezbol-
lah, Hassan Nasrallah, stated in a public
speech nearly 12 years ago that glass-
fronted towers would collapse with the
first missile, he was issuing a threat to-
ward the United Arab Emirates.

“In another speech, Nasrallah threat-
ened Saudi Arabia and Bahrain. Consid-
ering the terrorist cells that have been
uncovered in Kuwait, the UAE, and
Bahrain over the years, it becomes clear
that the Iranian regime is firmly com-
mitted to destabilizing the region as part
of its policy of exporting the revolution.

“Given these facts, it requires little
effort to understand why Iran is target-
ing the Gulf states.

“Realities over the past 47 years
are sufficient to reveal Iran’s strategic
posture. Iran’s actions against the Gulf
states are not a reaction to American or
Israeli attacks, but rather an expression
of a deeply rooted political ideology.
Such ideologies often blur the line be-
tween public policy and personal con-
victions, especially in societies based on
racism and ethnic supremacy.

“Persian culture is rooted in imperial
doctrine rather than Islamic principles.
As a result, Persians have historically
exhibited a sense of superiority that sets
them apart from other peoples, particu-
larly the Gulf states and the entire Arab
world.

“There are notable parallels between
Persian, Jewish, and Nazi German ide-
ologies in terms of notions of racial
superiority and supremacy, with Hitler
adopting this concept as the basis of his
political and military strategy.

“I am astonished by those Arabs who
embraced the Persian revolutionary ide-
ology to the extent that they participated
in the destruction of their own home-
lands to serve Persian interests . The
clearest examples are Hezbollah in Leb-
anon and Syria, the Houthis in Yemen,
and the sectarian factions in Iraq, who
acted as Iranian proxies in similar ways.

“All of these actors have shown a
lack of political foresight, perhaps fail-
ing to realize that they are merely instru-
ments of Iran’s agenda, which has little
to do with resisting the Israeli occupa-
tion of Palestine. If Iran truly supported
the resistance, why did it abandon Gaza
to face Israel alone?

“Iran has not provided any humani-
tarian aid to the people of Gaza, expos-
ing the true motives behind its actions
in the Gulf. Another objective appears
to be a desperate attempt to pressure the
Gulf states into influencing Washington
to end the war, yet this effort has not
succeeded.”

Adel Al-Kharafi

Also:

“We will never forget that dark day in
the history of our beloved Kuwait, the
day of the bombings on December 12,
1983, when the country was struck by
a series of coordinated terrorist attacks
targeting vital and diplomatic facili-
ties,” Kuwaiti lawyer Dr. Abdullah Al-
Turaiji wrote for Al-Seyassah daily.

“These facilities included the Ameri-
can and French embassies, Kuwait In-
ternational Airport, the Shuaiba Water
Desalination Plant, the telecommu-
nications complex in Al-Maqwa, and
other sensitive sites. These attacks were
aimed at destabilizing the nation’s secu-
rity and spreading fear among citizens
and residents

“On that day, teams of detectives
were deployed to the targeted locations.
I was part of the unit assigned to the site
of the American Embassy, located on
Arabian Gulf Street opposite the Hilton
Hotel. When we arrived, the scene was
devastating. The explosion had caused
widespread destruction and significant
loss of life and property.

“The initial investigation revealed
that the attack was carried out using a
truck bomb loaded with a large quantity
of explosives, which detonated at the
entrance to the site. The blast resulted in
numerous casualties and fatalities.

“The suicide truck driver was torn to
pieces due to the strong explosion. After
extensive efforts by forensic experts, a
fragment of his thumb was recovered. Ex-
amination of the remains led to the identi-
fication of the perpetrator as Raad Muftan
Ajil, an Iraqi national affiliated with an
organization connected to the Dawa Party.

“Following extensive investigations
and careful surveillance, security forces
apprehended the remaining suspects
involved in these crimes. Among them
was Jamal Jaafar Muhammad Ali, later
known as Abu Mahdi al-Muhandis,
along with several individuals connect-
ed to pro-Iranian organizations. They
were subsequently tried and received
varying prison sentences.

“These bombings took place against
a tense regional backdrop, during the
height of the Iran-Iraq War.

“Kuwait was directly impacted by
these conflicts due to its support for

Iraq at the time, making it a target for
terrorist acts designed to exert political
pressure and send messages through
violence.

“This incident stands as one of the
most notable examples of Kuwait’s
vulnerability to terrorism, underscoring
the severity of threats that even stable
nations can face as a result of regional
conflicts.

“At the same time, these attacks high-
lighted the effectiveness of Kuwait’s
security services, their ability to man-
age crises, track down perpetrators, and
bring them to justice. While the events
are a painful memory, they also serve as
a testament to the resilience of the state
and the strength of its institutions in
confronting terrorism.”
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“Global supply chains are currently
experiencing rapid disruptions, accom-
panied by a significant increase in trans-
portation and shipping costs as a result
of international crises. This makes
Ministerial Resolution No. 30/2026
a strong example of sound economic
management,” columnist Bassam Fa-
had Thunayan Al-Ghanim wrote for
Al-Seyassah daily.

“The decision does not merely ad-
dress the symptoms of the problem,
but directly targets its root causes by
establishing a practical framework that
balances market stability, consumer
protection, and the sustainability of the
commercial sector.

“It is important to emphasize that this
resolution does not involve adding new
items to the supply system, as might be
initially understood. Rather, it aims to
support the additional costs borne by
companies importing essential goods
for ensuring their uninterrupted flow
to the State of Kuwait and preventing
these costs from being passed on to final
prices in the local market.

“The aforementioned resolution re-
flects a mature economic vision that ad-
dresses challenges through a proactive
and well-considered approach.

“This approach highlights a deep un-
derstanding of the nature of the modern
economy, which is no longer purely lo-
cal but is closely tied to complex global
fluctuations. Therefore, supporting the
cost of goods instead of directly in-
tervening in prices is a smart tool that
preserves market equilibrium without
disrupting its mechanisms.

“This measure ensures that compa-
nies can continue to perform their vital
role without bearing burdens that could
lead to supply disruptions or sudden in-
creases in prices.

“The decision was accompanied by pre-
cise controls to ensure that support is di-
rected to genuinely exceptional cases and
that companies refrain from raising prices
during the period of benefit. This strength-
ens confidence and confirms that the state
is exercising its regulatory and oversight
role efficiently and responsibly.

“The decision cannot be viewed in iso-
lation from the state’s overall vision of
strengthening food security and enhancing
economic stability. Rather, it is an exten-
sion of a comprehensive approach that
places the protection of people above all
else and preserves their ability to live with
dignity amid global challenges.

“Sincere thanks and appreciation are
extended to His Highness the Amir of
Kuwait Sheikh Meshal Al-Ahmad Al-

Jaber  Al-Sabah,
;I His Highness the
. Crown Prince

Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khaled Al-Hamad
Al-Sabah, His

- =

o . Highness the Prime
Minister ~ Sheikh
Ahmad Abdul-

lah Al-Ahmad
Al-Sabah, and the
Minister of Com-
merce and Indus-
try Osama Khaled
Abdullah Boodai for their sincere efforts
in managing the affairs of the country with
wisdom and competence.

“If this decision reflects a progres-
sive governmental awareness in manag-
ing current challenges, the next phase
requires building on this approach by
accelerating the adoption of sustainable
food security projects, foremost among
them the micro-farm project.

This project distributes agricultural
land in carefully planned areas, achiev-
ing economic, social, and national ob-
jectives simultaneously.

“The micro-farm project includes al-
locating up to 10,000 square meters to
retirees, providing them with a produc-
tive source of income and a dignified
life. Approximately 4,000 square meters
are allocated to young entrepreneurs to
support agricultural entrepreneurship
and stimulate local production. In ad-
dition, there is a model of agricultural
housing of approximately 3,500 square
meters, combining residential and pro-
ductive spaces. This model contrib-
utes to reducing housing demand and
achieving a degree of self-sufficiency
for Kuwaiti families.

“This approach supports the New Ku-
wait 2035 vision and complements the
commendable efforts of the Minister of
State for Development and Sustainabil-
ity Affairs and Chairperson of the Board
of Directors of the Public Authority for
Agricultural Affairs and Fish Resources
(PAAAFR) Dr. Reem Ghazi Al-Faleej
during this crisis.

“The importance of these projects ex-
tends to a strategic dimension, as they con-
tribute to enhancing food security and re-
ducing dependence on imports, in addition
to their vital role in strengthening human
and productive presence in border regions,
particularly in the north.”

— Compiled by Simi K. Kutty

Al-Ghanim

‘Professional swindler’

Kuwaiti woman jailed
5 years in cash fraud

By Jaber Al-Hamoud

Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff
KUWAIT CITY, April 9: The Criminal Court, presided over
by Judge Hamoud Al-Shami, sentenced a Kuwaiti woman
with a history of committing fraud to five years in prison
for illegally obtaining money from an individual at a five-
star hotel by impersonating an employee of the State Audit
Bureau (SAB).

The Public Prosecution charged the woman with fraudu-
lently obtaining KD650 by deceiving the victim, the man-
ager of a travel and tourism company, into believing that she
works at SAB and has the authority to make contracts.

Case files indicate that the defendant had earlier been con-
victed of a similar offense.

In the current case, the defendant claimed to be from
SAB and that she is authorized to sign a contract to pur-
chase a plane ticket for a Bahraini woman who is sup-
posedly the guest of SAB, and to arrange her stay at a
five-star hotel. The victim complied, purchased the ticket
and booked the hotel for a total of cost of KD960. The
defendant paid KD310 for the ticket, leaving a balance of
KD650 for the hotel stay. The victim’s repeated requests
for payment of the remaining balance, evidenced by their
correspondence, were ignored.

The investigating officer testified that the defendant false-
ly claimed to be from SAB and used this false identity to
obtain money for the hotel stay.

The court confirmed in its ruling that the documents
proved beyond reasonable doubt that the accused committed
the crime as a repeat offender, as she was previously con-
victed of fraud. It turned out that her criminal record is laden
with fraud cases, indicating her bad conduct and even the
fact that she is a ‘professional swindler’.

500 trucks/day keep
flow of goods steady

KUWAIT CITY, April 9: A visit to the Nuwaiseeb border
crossing revealed the significant efforts of the General Ad-
ministration of Customs (GAC) to ensure the flow of essen-
tial goods, reports Al-Rai daily.

The border crossing received approximately 11,000 trucks
in a single month, from February 28 to March 29, averaging
500 trucks per day. This directly contributes to strengthening
the country’s food and drug security system.

The Nuwaiseeb Customs Director Mohammad Al-
Baloushi explained that operations are proceeding accord-
ing to a comprehensive, round-the-clock plan. The customs
teams are working efficiently to ensure quick completion of
procedures without compromising oversight or security.

He highlighted GAC’s commitment to facilitating the en-
try of trucks, especially those carrying essential goods, by
expediting clearance processes and increasing staffing dur-
ing peak hours.

Al-Baloushi stressed that there are clear directives to give
these trucks the highest priority through fast lanes, ensuring
their rapid arrival in the local market.

He said, “We have adopted a flexible operational mecha-
nism that allows for the immediate handling of any increase
in the number of trucks while implementing rigorous control
procedures to ensure the safety of goods and their compli-
ance with health and safety standards.”

Al-Baloushi highlighted that the port is operating at full
capacity, supported by modern electronic systems that help
reduce waiting times, in continuous coordination with rel-
evant authorities.

He emphasized that inspectors are present at all locations
to monitor entry and exit movements in real time and pre-
vent any bottlenecks.

In a message of reassurance to citizens and residents, Al-
Baloushi explained that food and medicine stocks are con-
tinuously flowing and there is no cause for concern. Customs
is operating under high-level directives to ensure market sta-
bility, and supplies are unaffected under any circumstances.

The efforts at the port reflect the readiness of Kuwaiti cus-
toms authorities and their ability to handle various situations
efficiently, ensuring the uninterrupted flow of vital supplies.

Customs officers were observed treating travelers and
truck drivers with exemplary courtesy, maintaining smiles
despite the pressures of their work and the exceptional cir-
cumstances facing the country.

They expressed their unwavering commitment to Kuwait,
its leadership, and its people.

The Customs Administration at the border crossing has des-
ignated three lanes - one for trucks, one for passenger buses, and
one for private vehicles, to facilitate entry and exit.

A total of 850 customs officers are working at the Nu-
waiseeb border crossing in three shifts for ensuring the
smooth entry and exit of travelers while maintaining rigor-
ous inspections without compromising security or economic
considerations.

From February 28 to March 29 this year, the border cross-
ing saw the entry of 11,000 trucks into the country, averag-
ing 500 trucks per day, and received 30 buses daily carrying
passengers for Kuwait Airways and Jazeera Airways.

Among the notable achievements at the crossing was the
detection of commercial violations. A total of 62 violation
reports were issued, with cigarette smuggling being the most
prominent.

One of the main challenges facing customs officers is the
lack of understanding among some travelers about the im-
portance of customs procedures, which are designed to pro-
tect the country from smugglers and contraband, especially
given the exceptional circumstances the country is currently
experiencing.

Al-Baloushi explained that the Nuwaiseeb border cross-
ing is equipped with numerous inspection devices and X-
Ray machines for examining trucks, vehicles, and luggage.

The use of sniffer dogs further enhances the efficiency of
customs officers in detecting contraband and supports coop-
eration with relevant authorities, streamlining the clearance
process for travelers and trucks.

3 citations, warnings for
housing rules violations

KUWAIT CITY, April 9: The Public Relations Department
of Kuwait Municipality announced the issuance of 3 cita-
tions and 14 warnings for investment housing violations in
Bneid Al-Gar, related to building regulations and unauthor-
ized land use, reports Al-Jarida daily.

The department explained that inspection campaigns were
launched by engineers and supervisors in all six governor-
ates to monitor construction work and ensure compliance
with building regulations. These campaigns aim to verify
adherence to requirements and standards for all types of
residential, industrial, commercial, agricultural, investment,
and craft uses.

The field work of the inspection teams will continue
throughout the month, thanks to the efforts of national staff.

The latest campaign conducted by the Engineering Audit and
Follow-up Department in the Capital Governorate is the second
such campaign in all governorates since the launch of the main
campaign targeting building violations in private housing. All
necessary regulatory measures are being taken against violators
to ensure compliance with relevant regulations and standards.

The inspection team conducted field visits to several ar-
eas where violations were observed and took the necessary
measures.

The campaign will be followed by additional field visits
in all governorates according to a schedule prepared by the
Public Relations Department in coordination with the rel-
evant departments to implement these campaigns over the
coming weeks.
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State bodies eye

output

upgrade

KFF, IRU, Municipality ink MoU

By Inaas Awad
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, April 9: Ku-
wait Municipality, the Ku-

wait Fire Force
(KFF), and the
Insurance Reg-
ulatory Unit
(IRU) signed a
memorandum
of understand-
ing (MoU) on
Thursday to
strengthen co-
operation in ar-

eas of joint work and enhance
the efficiency of regulatory

roles.

Director General of Kuwait Munici-
pality Eng. Manal Al-Asfour stated that
this collaboration will help raise the
effectiveness of regulatory roles, and
ensure the optimal completion of tasks.

Also, Director General of KFF, Major-
General Talal Al-Roumi, stated that KFF
aims, through this MoU, to enhance com-
munity safety and protect individuals and
property by establishing and implementing
safety and security regulations and stan-

dards in various activities and buildings.

Eng. Al-Asfour

In addition, Head of the Insurance Regu-
latory Unit, Mohammad Al-Otaibi, stated
that the unit aims, through the MoU, to pro-
tect policyholders and develop insurance
market tools in line with best practices, with
a focus on identifying
risks that require cov-
erage to ensure fair-
ness and transparency.

He explained that
the MoU reflects the
spirit of cooperation
between state agen-
cies, promoting clar-
ity and transparency in
service delivery while
safeguarding the pub-
lic interest.

The MoU includes
several vital provisions, most notably ex-
ploring the possibility of issuing mandatory
insurance policies related to public safety
and fire protection for investment and com-
mercial properties. It aims to integrate the
procedures for issuing these insurance poli-
cies into the general requirements for ob-
taining and renewing building, demolition,
or fire permits.

The MoU also emphasizes strengthening
cooperation in regulating, qualifying, and
accrediting insurance companies that spe-
cialize in issuing these policies, ensuring
full compliance. It calls for the formation
of a joint committee, with representation at
the department director level or higher, to
oversee the implementation of the proposed
mechanisms and controls.

Talal Al-Roumi

Five perish in 2-car crash inferno

KUWAIT CITY, April 9: Fire engulfed
two vehicles that collided on the Sixth
Ring Road, opposite Saad Al-Abdullah,
resulting in the death of five individuals,
and injuring one on Wednesday evening,

According to a press statement is-
sued by the Kuwait Fire Force (KFF),
firefighters from Al-Tahrir Fire Station
rushed to the location and handled the
situation, after which the site was hand-

reports Al-Seyassah daily.

ed over to the relevant authorities.

3 get 10 years in terror case

5-year jail stays for truant staffer

By Jaber Al-Hamoud
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, April 9: The Court of Cas-
sation upheld the five-year prison sentence
with hard labor and KD330,000 fine im-
posed on an employee for misappropriating

salaries and financial benefits.

Case details revealed that the defendant
received monthly salaries and allowances
totaling about KD110,000 despite being
absent from work for 10 years, exploiting
the fact that her name remained on the pay-

roll.

The Public Prosecution charged the em-
ployee with misappropriating public funds,

demanding the maximum penalty.

The court declared her guilty, confirming
in its ruling that her actions harmed public

funds.
a a a

Trio jailed 10 years: The Criminal Court,
presided over by Judge Nayef Al-Dahoum,
sentenced two citizens and an individual
whose Kuwaiti citizenship was revoked to
10 years in prison with hard labor and fined
them KD10,000 each for financing and
joining the Hezbollah, reports Al-Seyassah
daily.

Case files indicate that the Public Pros-
ecution accused the defendants of engag-
ing in activities aimed at supporting and
financing a banned organization by collect-
ing and transferring funds through illegal
means, as well as joining the organization
and participating in its activities — acts con-
sidered a threat to national security and a
violation of the law.

The prosecution then charged the defen-
dants with financing and joining a banned
organization, demanding the maximum
penalties for them.
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De-escalation, regional developments in focus

Minister of Foreign Affairs,
Prince Faisal bin Farhan, during
which they discussed current re-
gional developments.

On the same day, Sheikh Jar-
rah held a phone call with Turk-
ish Foreign Minister Dr. Hakan
Fidan to discuss the latest region-
al developments and ongoing ef-
forts in this regard.

He also discussed regional
developments on Thursday
with Cyprus’s Minister of
Foreign Affairs, Constantinos
Kombos, and NATO Deputy

Sheikh Jarrah

Secretary General

Kuwait FM engages with Saudi, Turkiye,
Pakistan, Italy, Spain, Cyprus, and NATO

KUWAIT CITY, April 9, (KUNA): Kuwait’s Minister
of Foreign Affairs, Sheikh Jarrah Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-
Sabah, received a phone call on Thursday from Saudi

the ministry said.

Radmila Shekerinska. The Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs said these took place during separate calls with
the two officials.

On Wednesday, Sheikh Jarrah held a phone call with
Pakistani Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister
Muhammad Ishaq Dar to discuss current developments
and efforts to address them. During the call, he com-
mended Pakistan’s diplomatic efforts that contributed
to reaching a US-Iran ceasefire.

Additionally, Sheikh Jarrah received a phone call
on Wednesday from his Italian counterpart, Antonio
Tajani. According to the ministry, they discussed the
latest regional developments and related efforts.

He also spoke with Spain’s Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs, European Union and Cooperation, José Albares,
during a phone call on Wednesday, reviewing regional
developments and ongoing initiatives to address them,

Kuwalti women’s housing
allocations back on track

20 units distributed weekly, numbers may rise

By Mohammed Al-Enezi
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, April 9:
Sheikha Bibi Al-Yousef,
Head of the Women’s
Housing Committee at the
Public Authority for Hous-
ing Welfare (PAHW), an-
nounced the resumption
of housing distribution for

Kuwaiti women.

In a press statement issued re-
cently during the housing distribu-
tion lottery at the PAHW headquar-
ters, Al-Yousef said evictions had
previously been suspended due to

current circumstances, and about
two weeks ago, she raised the issue
with the relevant committee, ask-
ing, “Why should women have to
wait for so long?”

She said, “What has been accom-
plished sends the message that Kuwait
does not stop working, even in the
most difficult circumstances.”

Al-Yousef emphasized that PAHW’s
actions are part of its responsibility
toward Kuwaiti women.

She explained that she proposed
continuing housing allocations every
Wednesday to the relevant committee,
which approved the plan.
Approximately 20 Kuwaiti women
receive housing each week, and they
should not face any delays.

The usual lottery, which includes

between 200 and 300 women, was
scheduled to resume after the Eid
Al-Fitr holiday. However, due to cur-
rent circumstances and the govern-
ment’s precautionary measures, the
process was scaled down.

About 20 housing units will be dis-
tributed weekly, with the possibility of
increasing to 30.

Al-Yousef urged the selected women
to attend when summoned and not miss
this opportunity to secure their right to
housing.

She concluded by emphasizing that
this step affirms that Kuwait is safe and
secure and that the housing program
will continue to progress, adding that
Kuwait has faced and overcome even
more difficult circumstances in the
past.

Personal interviews set for April 15-16

MoSA finalizes Co-op supervisory selection

By Fares Ghaleb
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, April 9: Under-
secretary of the Ministry of Social
Affairs Dr. Khaled Al-Ajmi an-
nounced the commencement of
personal interviews for candidates
for supervisory positions in coop-
erative societies, which will be con-
ducted on April 15-16.

This follows the successful com-
pletion of the first stage of online
exams carried out at a private univer-
sity.

In a press statement, Al-Ajmi con-
firmed that 1,072 citizens were eligi-
ble to take the exams, but only 809
took the online exams and 147 of
whom passed the first stage, qualify-
ing for the personal interview.

He explained that this is part
of the plan of the ministry to Ku-
waitize supervisory positions and
increase the presence of national
talent in the cooperative sector.
He said 48 supervisory positions
are available in 18 cooperative so-
cieties, disclosing these positions
include general manager, deputy
general manager for commercial

Identity claims

and marketing affairs, deputy gen-
eral manager for financial and ad-
ministrative affairs, and heads of
departments for procurement, ac-
counting, information technology,
administrative affairs, public rela-
tions, legal affairs and investment
branches.

He affirmed that all interviews will
be fully documented through audio
and video re-
cordings in
order to estab-
lish the highest
standards ~ of
integrity, trans-
parency and im-
partiality in the
evaluation pro-
cess and ensure
fairness among
all applicants.

He said the
evaluation mechanism is based on
these criteria -- online exam score
which constitutes 90 percent of the
final evaluation and personal inter-
view which constitutes 10 percent --
to guarantee the selection of the most
qualified and deserving candidates for
supervisory positions in cooperative

Dr. A-Ajmi

societies.

He added the interviews will be
conducted under the supervision of
the Supervisory Positions Filling
Committee, whose members are from
the Ministry of Social Affairs, Union
of Cooperative Societies, and Public
Authority for Manpower.

He confirmed that the committee is
keen on applying the regulations and
procedures with utmost professional-
ism and impartiality.

He stressed the need for applicants
to strictly follow their appointment
times, which the ministry will send
through email and WhatsApp mes-
sage.

He also underscored the need
for the applicants to bring the ‘no
criminal record’ certificate obtained
through the Sahel application as it
is a requirement for completing the
interview.

He added that the ministry will
announce the results —including
the online exams score, personal
interview score and total score —
through its official website and so-
cial media platforms as soon as they
are approved, in line with the prin-
ciple of transparency.

Continued from Page 1

surge in 2025

KUWAIT CITY, April 9:
Minister of Justice Counselor
Nasser Al-Sumait stated that
the statistics recorded by the
Committee for Lineage and
Name Correction Claims dur-
ing 2025 highlight the impor-
tance of the decree-law regu-
lating procedures for lineage
and name correction claims,
reports Al-Seyassah daily.

He emphasized that the
law was enacted in response
to practical realities that re-
quired standardizing proce-
dures related to personal and
family identity.

In a press statement, Al-
Sumait revealed that the total
number of applications sub-
mitted to the committee in
2025 reached 2,582.
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Truce tunes

B How will the Gulf economy harvest the
benefits of this transition after the declaration
of force majeure and the cessation of exports?

B What is the reaction of global financial
markets following the announcement of the
truce?

Anwar Al-Rashid — an economist, former
Secretary General of the Kuwait Association
for Protecting Public Funds and international
human rights advocate -- believes that the truce
is a crucial lifeline for the global and Kuwaiti
economies, pulling them from the precipice of
total stagnation, particularly since international
markets were almost on the verge of collapse.

Regarding his assessment of the enormous
losses sustained by financial, commercial and
industrial sectors throughout the conflict, Al-
Rashid affirmed that losses have reached the
scale of billions, specifically within the finan-
cial landscape.

He pointed out that all contending par-
ties recognized the importance of a ceasefire
to stop the financial drain, emphasizing that
economic imperatives dictated the cessation
of hostilities.

He said the Iranian regime will find itself
compelled to reopen the Strait of Hormuz to
avoid further ruin, especially since all indica-
tors suggest this truce is the foundational step
toward a permanent conclusion. He added
that the restoration of navigation through the
Strait of Hormuz after the 40-day paralysis
will revitalize the global economy.

He added that the disruption of Gulf oil ex-
ports proved that regional production remains
the indispensable factor influencing the global
economic equation. He indicated that global
markets reacted with immediate relief to the
decision of Trump, as reopening this vital ar-
tery guarantees the flow of 20 percent of the
world’s oil supply.

He also emphasized that the Gulf states
have demonstrated a high degree of institu-
tional responsibility and wisdom in managing
this crisis, proving their capacity to confront
the daunting challenges imposed on them.

He said the Gulf Cooperation Council
(GCC) states must fully realize that the eco-
nomic paradigms and policies effective be-
fore Feb 28, 2026 will no longer suffice in the
post-war landscape. He suggested that they
must strengthen their coordination and pur-
sue a higher level of economic integration to
protect themselves in case of the recurrence
of regional hostilities or the strangulation of
maritime routes.

Economic analyst and lawyer Salem Al-
Hamoud described the truce as an implicit
declaration of the permanent conclusion of
the conflict, an assessment supported by cur-
rent indicators.

He anticipates a surge in oil prices within
days as the Strait of Hormuz fully reopens, not-
ing that global markets remain thirsty for Gulf
supplies after weeks of disruption that inflicted
heavy losses worldwide. He said that oil serves
not only as fuel for transportation, but also as
the lifeblood for industrial operations and a
primary input for global manufacturing value
chains. He pointed out that restoring maritime
freedom will effectively extinguish the infla-
tionary pressures and recessionary fears that
have shadowed international markets.

He thinks that despite the cessation of ex-
ports, the war failed to significantly undermine
the Gulf economy, with its impact remaining
limited due to the strength of national econom-
ic foundations and substantial reserves.

However, he stressed the necessity for Gulf
states to internalize the lessons of this conflict
by diversifying income streams, ensuring that
oil does not remain the sole source of income
for GCC economies.

He underscored the need for unifying Gulf
efforts to bolster economic cooperation and
expand industrial output, since the region pos-
sesses the potential to emerge as the world’s
preeminent economic bloc.

On international financial centers, Al-Ham-
oud expressed a sense of relief as investors
embrace the hope that this ceasefire signals a
permanent end to the era of regional adven-
tures.

He explained that the announcement
sparked an immediate surge in GCC stock
markets, paralleled by a jump of over three
percent in European indices Wednesday
morning.

Economic specialist and former head of
Kuwaiti contracting firms Dr. Salah Boursali,
stated that the rehabilitation of the Gulf oil
sector following the conflict has three funda-
mental axes:

First is rapid restoration within weeks for
those facilities that sustained only superficial
material damage.

Second is the recovery period of about
three to four months in instances where the
damage to infrastructure is moderate.

Third is comprehensive rehabilitation that
may extend one year or more should the dam-
age prove to be extensive.

He said the availability of essential compo-
nents will greatly expedite these repairs, while
cautioning that concerns persist regarding the
potential for any violation of the truce. He was

quick to add that with the reopening of the
Strait of Hormuz, freedom of navigation will
be restored under reliable security guarantees,
facilitating the recovery of the global markets
impacted by the war.

Weapons amnesty

weapons within the grace period, proving
their awareness, responsibility and commit-
ment to support the security system and main-
tain national security and stability.

It affirmed that at the end of the grace
period, the law will be strictly enforced on
anyone found to be in possession of or using
unlicensed weapons in accordance with the
regulations.

The Public Relations and Security Media
General Department at the ministry, under
the leadership of Director Brigadier General
Nasser Bousulaib, played a vital role during
the exceptional grace period for surrendering
unlicensed weapons.

The general department spearheaded an in-
tensive and continuous awareness campaign that
raised public awareness and encouraged citizens
to surrender their unlicensed weapons without
legal repercussions at any police station.

Director of the Security Media Department
Colonel Othman Al-Mansouri and Director
of the Public Relations Department Colonel
Faisal Al-Daihani monitored the campaign
daily, setting an example of balanced field-
work and media engagement with transpar-
ency and credibility.

The security officials pointed out that the
exceptional grace period was a chance to rec-
tify the situation without legal consequences,
stressing that surrendering unlicensed weap-
ons at police stations is a national duty, which
contributes to maintaining security and stabil-
ity, and reflects the community’s awareness
and cooperation with security agencies.

Regional turmoil

Dr. Al-Majed suggested using the “apple
test,” where willingness to eat any available
food indicates genuine hunger, while refus-
ing it and seeking specific foods points to
emotional hunger.

For cases of emotional eating, Dr. Al-
Majed recommended the “10-15 minute
rule” to delay sudden urges to eat. She
also advised avoiding eating while watch-
ing screens and preparing healthy snacks in
advance.

In cases of appetite loss, she emphasized
the importance of eating small, frequent
meals and avoiding foods or smells that are
unpleasant to maintain a basic level of nu-
tritional balance.

She concluded by highlighting that nutri-
tional awareness is the first line of defense
for maintaining health during crises, stress-
ing the need to pay attention to the body’s
signals and not let stress dictate unhealthy
eating habits.

In this regard, clinical nutritionist Bash-
ayer Al-Bader confirmed in an interview
with Kuwait TV that psychological stress
from current circumstances directly affects
eating habits.

She revealed that responses vary, with
some individuals turning to “emotional eat-
ing” to relieve stress, while others experi-
ence a significant loss of appetite.

Al-Bader explained that emotional eating
is one of the most common responses, as
consuming foods high in sugar and fat pro-
duces a temporary sense of comfort by trig-
gering the release of feel-good hormones in
the brain. Another group reacts differently
to stress, with psychological pressure caus-
ing the digestive system to contract and
leading to a noticeable loss of appetite.

She emphasized the importance of de-
veloping self-awareness to manage these
behaviors by distinguishing between genu-
ine hunger and emotional hunger, asking a
simple question - “Am I truly hungry, or am
I eating to soothe my feelings?”

According to Al-Bader, this awareness is
the first step toward maintaining balanced
eating habits during periods of stress.

Risks of emotional eating and loss of ap-
petite:

- Weight gain and obesity

- Increased risk of insulin resistance and
type 2 diabetes

- Digestive disorders

- Malnutrition

- Weakened immunity

- Chronic fatigue

- Muscle loss

- Hair loss

- Dull skin

Foods that boost mood:

- Fish high in omega-3 fatty acids, such
as salmon and tuna

- Fiber-rich and magnesium-rich foods,
such as spinach and bananas

- Probiotics, such as yogurt, to support
gut health

- Dark chocolate, rich in antioxidants
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Solidarity initiative launched as both nations face regional challenges

Kuwait, Lebanon stand united with ‘unwavering’ support amid crisis

By Fares Ghaleb
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, April 9: Lebanese Ambas-
sador to Kuwait Ghadi Khoury affirmed that
Kuwait and Lebanon stand in solidarity with
each other during critical times.

In a press statement, Khoury asserted that
the two countries are brothers facing aggres-
sion simultaneously. He revealed the launch-
ing of a solidarity initiative with Kuwait at the

Lebanese state level, adding that he is certain
Kuwait will do everything in its power to help
the Lebanese people.

He pointed out that the current circum-
stances and the ongoing blockade may make
the delivery of aid logistically difficult.

He believes that the political and moral
support Lebanon receives from Kuwait is
constant and unwavering, just as Lebanon
strongly supports Kuwait morally and politi-
cally, and stands in solidarity with it to pre-

vent further attacks.

He also stated that intensive contacts
are underway at the leadership level. He
said Lebanese President Joseph Aoun has
been in contact with His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Meshal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sa-
bah, as well as the Lebanese and Kuwaiti
prime ministers, and the foreign affairs
ministers. He emphasized that there is no
lack of communication and that the vision
and assessment of the situation in both

countries are very similar, even though the
nature of the threats and attacks is different.
He said Lebanon is currently facing a brutal
Israeli aggression that has so far resulted in
hundreds of martyrs and injuries.

He added the Lebanese Embassy in Kuwait
is constantly communicating with the Leba-
nese community here, including those wish-
ing to return to Lebanon, considering this
work the core duty of any embassy toward
their citizens, especially during times of war

and crisis.

He expressed his deep gratitude to his staff
at the embassy, and the Lebanese Embassy in
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and the Saudi
authorities for their full cooperation.

He described this as a joint and positive
Arab effort that he hopes will be repeated
in ordinary times, not only in times of dis-
aster, stressing that this joint Arab work is a
resounding success, thanks to everyone’s co-
operation.

Continued from Page 1

Washington must

He will inevitably mirror the Persian
in behavior and character, ultimately
becoming a puppet in the hands of his
handlers. As long as Iran continues to
benefit from this puppet, it will keep
investing in him, even if only through
the media.

Nevertheless, tomorrow may see the
first direct talks between Americans
and Iranians in Islamabad. We can ex-
pect considerable Iranian stalling.

It is crucial for the American nego-
tiators to understand that decisive ac-
tion is the only solution. In short, the
Iranian regime is like a rotten tooth
that must be extracted.

Calm reigns

the announcement in the media briefing
conducted by the Government Commu-
nication Center.

He also pointed out that the Kuwait
Armed Forces are still on the highest
level of vigilance and readiness for any
development in order to guarantee the
safety and security of the homeland.

Moreover, the Ministry of Interior af-
firmed that the situation in the country is
stable, secured and under control.

Official spokesperson of the ministry
Brigadier General Nasser Bouslaib re-
vealed in the media briefing that all secu-
rity and military bodies can and will deal
with any emergency that might occur to
ensure the safety of the public and the
country.

He added that the Explosive Ordnance
Disposal (EOD) teams handled 17 re-
ports about debris, which fell from the
previous interception operations, raising
the total number of such reports to 793
since the start of the Iranian aggressions.

Meanwhile, the Kuwait Society for
Human Rights issued a comprehensive
human rights report Thursday, detailing
the impact of hostile attacks on the State
of Kuwait from Feb 28 to April 8.

The report documents a series of

missile and drone attacks that targeted
civilians and vital infrastructure. It
revealed 34 direct attacks on civilian
facilities, where the strikes system-
atically focused on essential sectors to
disrupt civilian life. The electricity and
water sector topped the target list with
10 attacks or 29 percent of the total,
pointing out that a single attack may
involve more than one drone or mis-
sile. The civil aviation sector ranked
second with a targeting rate of 24 per-
cent -- eight attacks on Kuwait Inter-
national Airport, radar systems and fuel
tanks. The oil sector was subjected to
seven attacks (21 percent), while resi-
dential and service buildings faced six
attacks (17 percent), targeting residen-
tial apartment buildings, the Ministries
Complex, and the Public Institution
for Social Security (PIFSS) build-
ing. Maritime ports face three hostile
strikes (nine percent), which included
the Shuwaikh, Shuaiba and Mubarak
Al-Kabeer ports.

According to the report, the attacks
caused injuries to 74 civilians, including
two emergency medical personnel who
were injured while performing their du-
ties.

Regarding daily life, the report af-
firmed the civilian paralysis in various
sectors like education, civil service, air
navigation and social life.

The report emphasized that these acts
do not fall under international humanitar-
ian law, because Kuwait is not a party to
the conflict, which makes these acts tan-
tamount to a crime of aggression as per
Article Eight-bis of the Rome Statute of
the International Criminal Court.

It stressed that targeting civilian and
vital facilities is a flagrant violation of
the right to life and personal security ac-
cording to the international human rights
law and the United Nations Charter. It
recommended that the international com-
munity and United Nations organizations
must explicitly condemn this aggression
and take urgent measures to ensure in-
ternational accountability and prevent
impunity

On the other hand, the Ministry of

Social Affairs has instructed all private
nurseries -- regular and those for children
with special needs -- to postpone their
reopening until further notice in order to
guarantee the safety of the children and
staff.

Sources disclosed that the decision
is in compliance with the directive the
Cabinet, indicating it is one of the pre-
cautionary measures being taken under
the current situation. Sources said the
postponement will continue until a direc-
tive is issued on the resumption of opera-
tions under certain guidelines.

Sources confirmed that the ministry
is continuously monitoring the situation,
in coordination with other concerned au-
thorities, emphasizing that the health and
safety of children and staff are the top
priority.

They added that the decision to reopen
nurseries will be made only after a thor-
ough assessment of the situation, ensur-
ing compliance with the health and safety
regulations and preventive measures.

Furthermore, the concerned authori-
ties announced on Thursday that Kuwait
has extended the suspension of all sports
activities and events until further notice
due to ongoing exceptional circumstanc-
es.

Minister of State for Youth and Sports
Dr. Tariq Al-Jalahma disclosed that the
decision is based on the recommenda-
tions of a joint committee in charge of as-
sessing the impact of current conditions
on the sports sector. He said the commit-
tee concluded that sports events should
remain on hold until a full evaluation is
completed and conditions are deemed
safe for a gradual and organized return.

He added that discussions during the
meeting covered a range of organiza-
tional, technical and health considera-
tions related to hosting sporting events
at present.

He confirmed that the authorities will
continue to closely monitor develop-
ments, indicating the joint committee
will hold weekly meetings to review the
situation and determine the appropriate
timing for resuming sports activities.

He urged the sports clubs, federations

and organizations to comply with the
decision, emphasizing that the safety of
athletes and the public remains the top
priority.

Present at the meeting were senior
officials, including representatives of
the Public Authority for Sports, Kuwait
Olympic Committee, ministries of De-
fense, Interior and Health, and Directo-
rate General of Civil Defense, highlight-
ing a coordinated government approach
to managing the situation.

In a related development, Head of Sa-
bah Al-Ahmad Maritime Center at the
Kuwait Municipality branch Ahmadi
Ahmed Al-Hibaaj affirmed the removal
of 25 unauthorized spring camps due to
their proximity to military sites.

In a statement to Kuwait TV, Al-
Hibaaj urged the owners of camps near
military installations to take the initiative
to remove them and cooperate with the
relevant authorities, stressing that these
measures are part of the organization and
safety efforts, and are not intended to in-
convenience the citizens. He said some
camp owners have voluntarily removed
their camps.

He pointed out that removal proce-
dures are preceded by warnings issued to
violators, indicating a notice is put on the
camp for 24 hours, which is immediately
followed by removal.

He stated that the Municipality is
working continuously in coordination
with the relevant security authorities, and
that reports are dealt with right away.

On dealing with misdemeanors in such
areas, he disclosed that this is done in co-
ordination with the Environment Public
Authority (EPA), which takes the neces-
sary measures, such as withdrawing the
permit or issuing violation citations. He
clarified that the role of the Municipality
is limited to the removal of violating cha-
lets and camps.

In latest developments, a tentative
ceasefire in the Iran war staggered Thurs-
day under the weight of Israel’s bom-
bardment of Beirut, Tehran’s continued
chokehold on the Strait of Hormuz and
uncertainty over whether planned peace
talks can find common ground.

Iran and the U.S. - which both declared
victory after the ceasefire announcement
- appeared to apply pressure. Semiof-
ficial news agencies in Iran suggested
forces have mined the Strait of Hormuz,
a crucial waterway for oil that Tehran has
closed. President Donald Trump, mean-
while, warned that U.S. forces would hit
Iran harder than before if it did not fulfill
the agreement.

And there was disagreement over
whether the ceasefire deal included a
pause in fighting between Israel and Hez-
bollah. Israel on Wednesday pounded
Beirut with airstrikes, resulting in the
deadliest day in Lebanon since the war
began on Feb. 28.

Questions also remained over what
will happen to Iran’s stockpile of en-
riched uranium at the heart of tensions,
how and when normal traffic will resume
through the strait, and what happens to
Iran’s ability to launch future missile at-
tacks and support armed proxies in the
region. Iran’s parliament speaker, Mo-
hammad Bagher Qalibaf, warned Thurs-
day that continued Israeli attacks on the
Iran-backed Hezbollah militant group in
Lebanon would bring “explicit costs and
STRONG responses™ in a social media
post.

Qalibaf has been discussed as a pos-
sible negotiator who could meet U.S.
Vice President JD Vance this weekend
in Islamabad. The White House has said
Vance would lead the delegation for talks
starting Saturday.

Iran said Israel was violating the
ceasefire agreement. Israeli Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu and Trump have
said it was not.

Netanyahu said Israel will continue
striking Hezbollah “with force, precision
and determination.”

Lebanon’s health ministry said at least
203 people were killed and more than
1,000 wounded Wednesday in Israeli
strikes in central Beirut and other areas
of Lebanon that Israel said targeted Hez-
bollah, which joined the war in support
of Tehran.

Israel said Thursday it killed an aide to
Hezbollah leader Naim Kassem, Ali Yu-

suf Harshi. Hezbollah did not immedi-
ately respond to a request for comment.

A New York-based think tank warned
that the ceasefire “hovers on the verge of
collapse.”

“Even if Lebanon was formally out-
side the deal, the scale of Israel’s strikes
was likely to be viewed as escalatory,”
the Soufan Center wrote in an analysis.
“Israel’s strikes can be understood both
as an effort to drive a wedge between
Iran and its proxies and as a response to
being allegedly sidelined in the original
ceasefire discussions.”

France honors

He highlighted her collaboration
with Sheikha Hessa Al-Sabah and
Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad,
which marked a turning point in her
career and contributed to the revival
and development of the Al-Sabah Col-
lection, transforming it into one of the
world’s most famous collections of Is-
lamic art, housing rare artifacts that de-
pict the history and geographical reach
of Islamic civilizations.

He praised her role at the Dar Al-
Athar Al-Islamiyyah (House of Islam-
ic Antiquities) in terms of promoting
knowledge and making the arts acces-
sible to the public, in addition to her
contributions to preparing and pub-
lishing scholarly works and organizing
major international exhibitions, which
helped build lasting cultural bridges
between Kuwait and France.

On the other hand, Khoury, ex-
pressed his happiness over the French
Embassy’s honoring of Kaoukji, a pil-
lar of Lebanese culture, as well as the
French government’s awarding of the
Order of Arts and Letters to her. He
pointed out that her career is inspiring,
and that her success is the success of
all Lebanese people.

Khoury is proud of the fact that
Lebanon continues to contribute to the
cultural landscape despite all the chal-
lenges it has been facing.
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Protesters rally in Maryland: Horns blared and pro-
testers screamed “Stop ICE!” outside a meeting on the
western edge of Maryland where county officials were dis-
cussing mundane issues like the solid waste budget.

It’s been like this ever since the Department of Homeland
Security bought an 825,000-square-foot (76,645-square-
meter) building in Washington County as part of a plan to
transform warehouses across the US into detention facilities
for tens of thousands of immigrants.

“This is a facility built for packages, not people,” Pat-
rick Dattilio, the founder of an anti- Immigration and
Customs Enforcement group called Hagerstown Rapid
Response, said as he stood outside the county commis-
sion meeting.

The federal government has faced fierce opposition in
communities where it spent a total of $1.074 billion for 11
warehouses under a plan that Homeland Security Secretary
Markwayne Mullin is reviewing. Washington County is the
most welcoming community - a place where officials said
they supported ICE, albeit amid whistles and jeers. The pro-
cessing center there was supposed to be one of the first to
open in a facilities project hatched under Mullin’s predeces-
sor, Kristi Noem. (AP)

 a Q

2 killed in Arizona plane crash: Two people have died
in a fiery plane crash at a small airport in Arizona, officials
said Wednesday.

The plane went off the runway and burst into flames, Ma-
rana Mayor Jon Post said.

City spokesperson Vic Hathaway said there were two
people on board the plane. They have not been identified.
No other injuries were reported and no other aircraft were
involved, the Marana Police Department said in a news re-

The National Transportation Safety Board said it was in-
vestigating the crash of a Piper PA-32 airplane.

Marana is about 20 miles (32 kilometers) northwest of
Tucson. (AP)

g a a

Doc convicted of attempted manslaughter: A Ha-
waii anesthesiologist who was accused of trying to murder
his wife on a scenic cliffside hike with ocean views last
year has been convicted of the lesser charge of attempted
manslaughter.

A Honolulu jury returned the verdict against Gerhardt
Konig, 47, on Wednesday after a day of deliberations. He
was convicted of attempted manslaughter based on extreme
mental or emotional disturbance, which carries up to 20
years in prison. Sentencing was set for Aug. 13.

Thomas Otake, his attorney, said he planned to appeal.
Nevertheless, Otake said the defense respected the jury’s
verdict.

“We are thankful that they did not convict him of at-
tempted murder, which would have been life in prison,”
Otake said. “We look forward to an appeal related to some
of the judge’s rulings throughout the case.” (AP)

g a Q

Army vet charged with sharing classified info: An
Army veteran has been charged with sharing classified in-
formation about an elite commando unit with a journalist,
which one official said put the country, members of the US
military and the nation’s allies at risk.

Courtney Williams, 40, of Wagram, North Carolina,
is accused of violating federal law, as well as multiple
nondisclosure agreements by sharing details of her work
with a “special military unit” at Fort Bragg, North Caro-
lina.

“Anyone divulging information they vowed to protect
to a reporter for publication is reckless, self-serving and
damages our nation’s security,” Reid Davis, the FBI special
agent in charge in North Carolina, said in a US Justice De-
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A stately southern mansion sits close to a proposed ICE detention center, top, in a small community in western

lease.

partment news release. (AP)

Maryland known as a destination for weekend bicyclists and Civil War history buffs in Williamsport, Md on March

26. (AP)

Democratic presidential prospects flock to NY to court activists at Sharpton’s conference

Republican fears grow as Dems keep notching election victories ahead of midterms

MADISON, Wis., April 9, (AP): The
bluntest assessment of Republican
failures during this week’s elections
in Wisconsin came from one of their
own.

“We got our butts kicked,” said US
Rep Tom Tiffany, who is running for
governor.

He was referring to Democratic vic-
tories in campaigns for the Wisconsin
Supreme Court and the mayor’s office
in Waukesha, a conservative suburb
outside of Milwaukee. But some Re-
publicans were also rattled by a Geor-
gia special election, where their candi-
date to replace Marjorie Taylor Greene
in Congress won by a much slimmer
margin than the party enjoyed in the
past.

Taken together, the swings from red
to blue added more data points to an
increasingly clear picture of Demo-
cratic momentum heading into the
November midterms, when control of
the U.S. House, U.S. Senate and state
governments around the country are up

for grabs.
“In rural, urban, red, blue, Demo-
crats have overperformed every-

where,” said Jared Leopold, a Demo-
cratic consultant whose clients include
Keisha Lance Bottoms, a candidate
for Georgia governor. “That is a sig-
nificant canary in the coal mine about
what November of *26 is going to look
like.”

Some Republicans insisted there
was no need to panic, and their fund-
raising remains stronger than Demo-

crats. Stephen Lawson, a Georgia
strategist, said “the sky is not falling.”

But he also said his party is running
behind where it has been in the past,
and Republicans need to be “looking
at these results carefully.”

Special elections can be notoriously
unreliable as political benchmarks,
but Democrats have consistently dem-
onstrated surprising strength. They
flipped a Texas state Senate district.
They won a Florida state House seat
in a district that includes President
Donald Trump’s Mar-a-Lago resort in
Palm Beach.

Then they gained ground on Tues-
day in the race to replace Greene, who
resigned from Congress in January af-
ter a falling out with Trump.

Clay Fuller, the Republican can-
didate, prevailed by 12 points. Two
years ago, Greene won by 29 points
and Trump carried the district by al-
most 37 points.

“That’s a red alarm for Republi-
cans,” said Democratic strategist Mer-
edith Brasher.

Fuller defeated Shawn Harris, who
plans to challenge him again in No-
vember.

Jackie Harling, the district’s Repub-
lican chairwoman, said she believed
that Greene’s resignation energized
Democrats while her party is suffering
from “election fatigue.”

“Marjorie Taylor Greene was like a
freight train that you couldn’t stop, and
when she pulled out, it gave Demo-
crats hope and it gave them a shot at

Josh Shapiro, Governor of Pennsylvania, speaks with Reverend Al Sharp-
ton during the National Action Network (NAN) Convention in New York, on
April 8. (AP)

winning something they believed was
unwinnable,” Harling said.

Georgia has key races this year, in-
cluding an open contest for the gover-
nor’s office. Sen. Jon Ossoff, a Demo-
crat, is trying to defend his seat as well.

There’s reason to think that simmer-
ing discontent could boomerang back
on Republicans just two years after
Trump harnessed voters’ anger with
his comeback presidential campaign.

In November, Democrats defeated
two Republican incumbents in state-
wide races for seats on the Public
Service Commission, which regulates

utilities. Rising electricity rates have
been a fault line in recent campaigns,
especially as enormous data centers are
built to power artificial intelligence.

But Georgia Democratic Party Chair
Charlie Bailey is trying to maintain
modest expectations.

“We could cement ourselves, put
ourselves, on the slightly bluer side of
purple,” he said. "We’re not going to
overnight turn into Colorado.”

Wisconsin holds statewide elec-
tions for supreme court seats, and lib-
erals expanded their majority with a
20-point blowout victory on Tuesday.

Democrats saw gains in red, blue
and purple counties when compared to
another judicial race last year, which
was also won by the liberal candidate.

“This to me was a very clear sign
of momentum and enthusiasm for
Democrats in the fall,” said Wiscon-
sin Democratic Party Chairman Devin
Remiker.

The state has its own open race for
governor this year, and Democrats are
hoping to take control of the state leg-
islature and oust Republican U.S. Rep.
Derrick Van Orden.

Milwaukee County Executive Da-
vid Crowley, another Democratic
candidate for governor, said it’s clear
that “people are really upset with the
Republican Party and their brand right

Also:

NEW YORK: The Democratic Party’s
most ambitious politicians are court-
ing African American activists in New
York this week as the party’s unoffi-
cial 2028 presidential nomination con-
test takes shape at an annual confer-
ence led by Rev. Al Sharpton.

Up first was Pennsylvania Gov.
Josh Shapiro, who warned that “ev-
eryone is less safe” because of Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s leadership and
blamed him for a nationwide surge in
antisemitism, Islamophobia, racism
and bigotry.

“There’s more chaos, there’s more
cruelty in our world,” Shapiro said.
“Even if we disagree on health care
policy or tax policy or whatever, we

should at least, at a baseline, have
an honorable president of the United
States. We do not have that right now.”

The Democratic governor, already
considered a top-tier 2028 presidential
prospect with a clear path to reelec-
tion in his battleground state this year,
delivered a scathing criticism of the
Republican president on the opening
day of the National Action Network’s
four-day conference. More than a half-
dozen potential candidates are speak-
ing here to make inroads among Black
leaders, one of Democrats’ most pow-
erful voting blocs.

The presidential primary season
won’t begin in earnest until after No-
vember’s midterm elections, but this
week’s conference is showcasing a
collection of Democrats already jock-
eying for position in what promises to
be a crowded primary fight.

For now, at least, there is no clear
early favorite.

“Everybody’s talking about who
may run for president,” said Sharpton,
the National Action Network’s found-
er and president. “I want to first know
what their vision is now, and what
they’re doing now. So I've invited all
of the people that could run.”

In addition to Shapiro, the speak-
ing program features Maryland Gov.
Wes Moore, Illinois Gov. JB Pritzker,
former Transportation Secretary Pete
Buttigieg, Kentucky Gov. Andy Bes-
hear, Rep. Ro Khanna of California,
and Arizona Sens. Mark Kelly and Ru-
ben Gallego.

People walk through Red Square on a sunny day in Moscow on April 7. (AP)

Russia’s internet crackdown leads
to a spring of growing discontent

MOSCOW, April 9, (AP): Several
dozen people lined up outside a presi-
dential administration building on
a sunny spring weekend in central
Moscow as police stood nearby and
watched them closely.

The people were lodging complaints
about the government’s intensifying
crackdown on the internet that has
seen regular shutdowns of cellphone
internet connections, blocked popu-
lar messaging apps and cut access to
thousands of other websites and digital
services.

It was the latest sign of the growing
anger and frustration over the restric-
tions that have disrupted the daily lives
of Russians, hurt businesses and drawn
criticism even from Kremlin support-
ers.

Knowing that any unauthorized
demonstrations are harshly suppressed,
activists have tried to organize autho-
rized rallies, plastered posters on walls
and notice boards, and filed lawsuits.
Industry leaders pleaded with authori-
ties to repeal the measures.

Even the leader of Armenia deliv-
ered a not-so-veiled barb at Russia
during a televised meeting with Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin on April 1. Prime

Russian President Vladimir Putin, (center right), and Armenian Prime Min-
ister Nikol Pashinyan, left, meet in the Kremlin, in Moscow on April 1. (AP)

Minister Nikol Pashinyan noted that in
Armenia, “our social media, for exam-
ple, is 100% free. There are no restric-
tions whatsoever.”

An unsmiling Putin stared at Pashin-
yan with slightly raised eyebrows.

The clampdown not only serves to
control what websites Russians can
see, but also has thrown digital life
into disarray, making it difficult to or-

der taxis and deliveries, pay for goods
and services electronically, and stay in
touch with friends and family.
Politician and Kremlin critic Bo-
ris Nadezhdin spoke for many Rus-
sians who are upset about the internet
clampdown when he said in an inter-
view with The Associated Press: “This
infuriates a huge number of people.”

Trump complains NATO ‘wasn’t there when
we needed them’ after talks with Rutte

WASHINGTON, April 9, (AP): US
President Donald Trump repeated
his complaint about NATO after a
closed-door meeting with the alli-
ance’s Secretary-General Mark Rutte
on Wednesday for discussions that had
been expected to be aimed at soothing
Trump’s anger with the military alli-
ance over the Iran war.

Ahead of the private meeting,
Trump had suggested the US may
consider leaving the trans-Atlantic al-
liance after NATO member countries
ignored his call to help as Iran effec-
tively shut the the Strait of Hormuz, a
vital shipping waterway, and sent gas
prices soaring.

Afterward, he issued an all-caps
comment on social media suggest-
ing he remained aggrieved. “NATO
WASN'T THERE WHEN WE NEED-
ED THEM, AND THEY WON'T
BE THERE IF WE NEED THEM
AGAIN,” Trump said in his post. The
White House did not immediately of-
fer any further updates.

The Republican president has had
a warm relationship with Rutte in the
past, and the meeting came after the
US and Iran late Tuesday agreed to a
two-week ceasefire that includes the
reopening of the strait. The nascent
ceasefire was struck after Trump said
he would strike Iran’s power plants

US President Donald Trump meets with NATO Secretary General Mark
Rutte in the Oval Office of the White House on Oct 22, 2025, in Washing-
ton. (AP)

and bridges, threatening that “a whole
civilization will die tonight.”

Earlier Wednesday, White House
press secretary Karoline Leavitt ac-
knowledged that Trump had discussed
leaving NATO. “I think it’s something
the president will be discussing in a
couple of hours with Secretary-Gener-
al Rutte,” Leavitt said.

Congress in 2023 passed a law that

prevents any US president from pull-
ing out of NATO without its approval.
Trump has been a longtime critic of
NATO and in his first term had sug-
gested he had the authority on his
own to leave the alliance, which was
founded in 1949 to counter the Cold
War threat posed to European security
by the Soviet Union.

Europe

‘3 submarines tracked in North Atlantic’: British
Defense Secretary John Healey said Thursday that Britain
and Norway tracked three Russian
submarines in North Atlantic.

In a 10 Downing Street press con-
ference, he said that British forces,
together with allies including Nor-
way, had led a month-long operation
in the North Atlantic to track Rus-
sian submarines near key undersea
infrastructure, including cables and
pipelines.

He added that the vessels had
since left British waters and headed
north, with no signs of damage found
to underwater infrastructure.

According to Healey, the op-
eration involved a British frigate, aircraft and hundreds of
personnel. He said the Russian deployment included one
Akula-class attack submarine and two specialist submarines
linked to Russia’s Main Directorate for Deep Sea Research,
known as GUGI. (Xinhua)

o o Qa
4 dead after boat sinks in English Channel: Four

Healey

people died after a boat sank on the French side of the Eng-
lish Channel on Thursday morning, local media reported.

Preliminary data from local authorities showed that 38
others were rescued, with one person being treated for hy-
pothermia, the French news channel BEMTV reported.

The boat went down well offshore near Boulogne-sur-
Mer in the northern French region of Hauts-de-France
while attempting to cross the channel from France, local
authorities told BEMTYV. (Xinhua)

g Qa ad

French ex-detainees Kohler, Paris back home:
French former detainees Cécile Kohler and Jacques Paris
returned to France Wednesday after more than three years
of detention in Iran, following weeks of talks with Tehran.

Kohler, 41, and Paris, 72, left by road on Tuesday, right
before a tentative ceasefire between the United States and
Iran was announced to halt fighting that has rocked the re-
gion since Feb 28. Their release was hailed as a major dip-
lomatic success by French authorities.

President Emmanuel Macron, who has attempted to dis-
tance his country from the Middle East conflict, welcomed
them at the Elysee presidential palace.

Arrested on soying charged, they were released from
prison in Iran in November. However, the two had been
holed up in French diplomatic premises in Tehran as Iranian
authorities wouldn’t allow them to leave the country. Ma-
cron said they were given the green light to make their way
back home on Tuesday. (AP)
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Little signs of a return to civilian governance

Myanmar’s parliament approves cabinet mostly of former generals and holdovers

NAYPYITAW, Myanmar, April 9, (Agencies): Myanmar’s parliament ap-
proved a cabinet Thursday that largely includes former generals and holdo-
vers from the past military-led government under Min Aung Hlaing.

Despite the formation of a new government following controversial elec-
tions in December and January, there’s little signs of a return to civilian
governance five years after he led the 2021 army takeover.

Min Aung Hlaing will be sworn into office as president Friday, along with
two vice presidents and cabinet members.

Parliament Speaker Aung Lin Dwe said the appointments of 30 ministers
were approved with no objections.

According to the official list, 24 are current or former generals and mili-
tary officers or are lawmakers from the military-backed Union Solidarity
and Development Party. Eighteen of the ministers were cabinet members
of the previous military government, while four others were military and
government officials under the same administration.

Several have also been sanctioned by foreign governments that accused
them of supporting and serving in the military government or violating hu-
man rights.

Parliament also reappointed the chairman of the constitutional tribunal,
attorney general, and judges of the Supreme Court.

The Association of Southeast Asian Nations was among the outside
groups that did not recognize Myanmar’s elections after most opposi-
tion groups were excluded and dissent was tightly restricted. Voting
also could not take place in some areas due to Myanmar’s ongoing
civil war.

Meanwhile, Chinese President Xi Jinping congratulated Min Aung Hlaing

# ﬂ’ o o o # ;54." o

r
A

Myanmar’s military representatives stay stand as Parliament chairman
Aung Lin Dwe, (unseen), leaves after a session at Union Parliament in
Naypyitaw, Myanmar, on April 9. (AP)

on his election as Myanmar’s president.

In the message, Xi pointed out that China and Myanmar are friendly

neighbors connected by mountains and rivers, and the two peoples enjoy a
longstanding “Paukphaw” (fraternal) friendship.

Under the guidance of the Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence, which
the two sides jointly advocate, the two countries have lived in harmony and
helped each other, firmly supporting each other on issues related to their core
interests and major concerns, Xi said.

This fully demonstrates the profound connotation of the China-Myanmar
community with a shared future, marked by the spirit of sharing weal and
woe, he emphasized.

Xi recalled the two meetings held between the two leaders last year, dur-
ing which they reached important consensus on accelerating the building of
the China-Myanmar community with a shared future. He added that various
departments and localities of both sides are actively working to implement
this consensus.

Xi noted that this year marks the beginning of China’s 15th Five-Year
Plan, and that Myanmar has entered a new phase of political transformation
and national development.

Saying that he attaches great importance to the development of China-
Myanmar relations, Xi expressed willingness to work together with Presi-
dent-elect Min Aung Hlaing to strengthen strategic communication, deepen
political mutual trust, enhance and solidify the building of the China-Myan-
mar community with a shared future, so as to better benefit the two peoples
and further contribute to regional peace and development.

Chinese Vice President Han Zheng extended congratulations to U Nyo
Saw and Nan Ni Ni Aye on being elected as the country’s vice presidents.

Latest weapons tests included missiles
with cluster-bomb warheads: N.Korea

SEOUL, South Korea, April 9, (AP):
North Korea said Thursday its testing
spree this week involved various new
weapons systems, including ballistic
missiles armed with cluster-bomb war-
heads, as it pushes to expand nuclear-
capable forces aimed at rival South
Korea.

The report by North Korean state
media came a day after South Korea’s
military said it detected North Korea
firing multiple missiles from an east-
ern coastal area in its second round of
launches in two days.

North Korea’s official Korean Cen-
tral News Agency said the tests lasted
three days starting Monday and also
included demonstrations of anti-air-
craft weapons, purported electromag-

UNITED NATIONS, April 9, (AP):
More than 1,000 humanitarian
workers have been killed across the
globe in the past three years, nearly
triple the death count in the previous
three years, the UN said Wednesday.

“This is not an accidental es-
calation - it is the collapse of pro-
tection,” UN humanitarian chief
Tom Fletcher told the UN Security
Council.

Of the more than 1,010 humani-
tarian workers killed from 2023 to
2025, he said, more than 560 were
in Gaza and the West Bank, 130
in Sudan, 60 in South Sudan, 25
in Ukraine and 25 in Congo. That
compares with 377 killed from 2020
to 2022.

netic weapons systems and carbon-

The surge in deaths occurred dur-

More than 1,000 aid workers killed
In past 3 years says United Nations

fiber bombs.

South Korea’s Joint Chiefs of Staff
said the missiles launched Wednesday
flew 240 to 700 kilometers (150 to
434 miles) before falling into the sea,
and that it also detected at least one
projectile launched Tuesday from an
area near the North Korean capital of
Pyongyang.

Japan’s Defense Ministry said none
of the weapons fired Wednesday en-
tered waters within its exclusive eco-
nomic zone, while the U.S. military
said the North Korean launches on
Tuesday and Wednesday posed no im-
mediate threat to the United States or
its allies.

KCNA said the latest tests included
demonstrations of cluster-munition
warhead systems mounted on the
nuclear-capable Hwasong-11 ballistic

This photo provided by the North Korean government shows its leader Kim
Jong Un, front right, his daughter, reportedly named Kim Ju Ae, and other

soldiers on a tank at a military training base in North Korea, on March 19.
(AP

missiles, which resemble Russia’s Is-
kander missiles in their design for low-
altitude, maneuverable flight to evade
missile defense systems. The report
said the launches confirmed that the
short-range missile, when armed with
such warheads, “can reduce to ashes
any target covering an area of 6.5-7
hectares (16 to 17.2 acres) with the
highest-density power.”

Jang Do-young, a spokesperson for
South Korea’s Joint Chiefs of Staff,
said at a briefing that the military was
analyzing the launches while sharing
information with U.S. and Japanese
counterparts, but declined to provide

specific assessments about the North’s
claims of progress in its military capa-
bilities.

The launches underscored con-
tinuing tensions between the Koreas,
blunting South Korean hopes for
warmer relations.

In a statement Tuesday night, Jang
Kum Chol, a first vice minister at
Pyongyang’s Foreign Ministry, said
South Korea would always remain the
North’s “most hostile enemy state” and
mocked Seoul’s liberal government for
seeking to revive restore long-stalled
dialogue, calling its officials “world-
startling fools.”

Lat/Am

Heavy rains Kill child in Dominican Republic:
Heavy rains in the Dominican Republic killed a toddler,
damaged more than 1,000 homes and caused power and
water outages on Wednesday, forcing officials to sus-
pend classes at some public and private schools.

Forecasters noted that 12 inches (30 centimeters) of
rain fell in some areas in less than 24 hours, forcing
crews to evacuate more than 5,000 people.

“There is no storm drainage system that can with-
stand that anywhere in the world,” President Luis Abi-
nader said.

A press official with the Civil Defense agency, Jay-
ssi Capelldn, told The Associated Press that a nearly
2-year-old girl died after a wall at her home collapsed
in the capital of Santo Domingo.

The government ordered nonessential employees to
work remotely as authorities warned of flooding and
possible landslides, with more than a dozen provinces
under alert, including Santo Domingo, which is the
hardest hit area.

Listin Diario, a local newspaper, reported that more
than 20 communities were cut off in the province of San
José de Ocoa, located just northwest of Santo Domingo,
after a river overflowed its banks. (AP)

g Q Q

Mexican miner rescued: A miner was rescued
Wednesday after being trapped for nearly 14 days
following a collapse in the northern Mexican state of
Sinaloa, authorities said in a statement.

Mexican President Claudia Sheinbaum confirmed
that another miner has been found dead and one more
is still missing.

A dam breach caused by a structural failure flooded
El Rosario mine on March 25, trapping Francisco Zapata
Ndjera and three co-workers. Of the 25 miners present
during the accident, 21 escaped immediately. Five days
later, rescuers pulled one survivor from a depth of 300
meters (985 feet). Zapata Ndjera was located on Tuesday
by divers, but the rescue teams were unable to reach him
through heavily flooded areas until 21 hours later. (AP)

Africa

21 missing after boat capsizes in e.Congo: A
boat has capsized on Lake Kivu in eastern Congo, leav-
ing at least 21 people missing, authorities said Wednes-
day.

The boat was on its way to the town of Makengere
when it sunk on Tuesday, after a visit to a market town.
Officials said that 23 people survived, and a search was
ongoing for the missing.

The cause of the capsizing was under investigation.
It wasn’t immediately known how many people were
onboard or the exact number of missing.

Deadly boat tragedies are common in the central Af-
rican country, where late-night travels and overcrowded
vessels are often blamed.

Because of insecurity in eastern Congo, many peo-
ple are abandoning the few available roads for wooden
vessels crumbling under the weight of passengers and
their goods. The roads are often caught up in the deadly
clashes between Congolese security forces and rebels
that sometimes block major access routes. (AP)

Q Qo Q

Detained aid worker freed in CAR: Detained aid
worker Joseph Figueira Martin, who had been held in
the Central African Republic (CAR) for nearly two
years, was freed Tuesday, his family told The Associ-
ated Press.

His brother said that “the rumor is real and he should
land in Lisbon in a couple of hours.”

Figueira Martin, a dual Belgian-Portuguese citizen
and consultant for the American aid organization FHI
360, was arrested in May 2024, according to the Central
African Republic prosecutor’s office, over allegations
of spying, being in communication with armed groups
to plot a coup, and jeopardizing national security.

He was arrested in Zemio, a town in the country’s
southeast that has been plagued by fighting between
ethnic militias and anti-government rebels for over a
decade. Figueiro Martin was held in a military prison
and had previously started a hunger strike to protest the
conditions of his detention. (AP)

ing the war between Israel and Ha-
mas, which began in October 2023.
A ceasefire has been in effect since
October 2025, although shootings
and airstrikes have persisted.

Last year alone, Fletcher said, at
least 326 aid workers were recorded
as killed in 21 countries. In 2024, a
record 383 were killed in global hot-
spots while distributing food, water,
shelter and medicine.

“They died in clearly marked
convoys and on missions coordi-
nated directly with authorities,” the
undersecretary-general for humani-
tarian affairs said.

The Security Council was meet-
ing on a resolution it adopted in
May 2024 that strongly condemned
attacks on humanitarian workers

The United Nations logo is seen inside the 79th session of the United
Nations General Assembly on Sept 24, 2024. (AP)

and UN personnel and demanded Fletcher said humanitarian staff

that all combatants protect them in
accordance with international law.

Fletcher asked the 15 members of
the UN’s most powerful body if the
killings were because international
law “is no longer convenient” or be-
cause “it is more important to pro-
tect those designing, selling, sup-
plying and firing lethal weapons?”

“Or is it because member states
see these numbers as collateral
damage, part of the fog of war? Or
worse, are we now seen as legiti-
mate targets?” he asked. “Perhaps
the most chilling question: If these
deaths were ‘preventable’, why then
were they not prevented?”

are not only being killed but “re-
stricted, penalized and delegiti-
mized” - and told where they can’t
go and whom they can’t help.

In Yemen, as a prime example,
73 UN staff and dozens of others
working for nongovernmental or-
ganizations are being arbitrarily
detained by Houthi rebels, Fletch-
er said.

In Afghanistan, female humani-
tarian staff are banned from doing
their jobs, he said. In Gaza, Israel
restricts the UN and other interna-
tional organizations, and in Ukraine
drone attacks have forced aid work-
ers back from the front line.
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People stand in queues to cast their votes at a polling center during the state election in Guwahati, India on April
9. (AP)

Key Indian states hold elections

Voters in India’s Assam and Kerala states and the fed-
erally administered region of Puducherry began cast-
ing ballots Thursday in local elections seen as a test
of support for Prime Minister Narendra Modi and his

Bharatiya Janata Party.

The elections pit the BJP and its regional allies
against a range of opposition parties. Assam and Pu-
ducherry are governed by the BJP-led National Demo-
cratic Alliance, while Kerala is ruled by the opposition.

Two other opposition-ruled states, West Bengal and

Tamil Nadu, will vote later this month. The results for all
five regions are expected May 4.

The polls come while the public is concerned about
rising energy costs and tighter cooking gas supplies
due to the war in the Middle East. The outcome could
show whether Modi’s party can extend its dominance
by making inroads into opposition strongholds. A strong
showing would also bolster his federal government, as
the 2024 national election forced his ruling party to rely
on regional allies to form the government. (AP)

Peruvians choosing president from

Hundreds march in Senegal
over broken govt promises

DAKAR, Senegal, April 9, (AP): Hundreds of workers,
union members and opposition supporters marched in Sen-
egal’s capital Dakar on Wednesday to protest what they say
are broken government promises and a worsening cost-of-
living, as the country is plagued by a severe debt crisis.

The protest was organized by the country’s main labor
unions and the Front for the Defense of Democracy and the
Republic, also known as FDR, opposition coalition.

Mody Guiro, secretary-general of the National Confed-
eration of Senegalese Workers, the country’s largest labor
union, said the government had betrayed a deal last year that
had frozen strikes in exchange for promises of better wages
and working conditions. Authorities say a record debt crisis
inherited from the previous administration has left the gov-
ernment with little money to spend.

Protesters wearing red scarfs and union hats held signs
demanding that the government rehires laid off public sec-
tor workers and lowers income taxes. Some chanted slogans
calling for the ousting of Prime Minister Ousmane Sonko.

The West African country’s government, led by Sonko
and President Bassirou Diomaye Faye, came to power in
April 2024, promising to carry out ambitious reforms,
which included fighting corruption, creating jobs for
young people and maximizing the country’s natural re-
source benefits.

Workers hold placards as they march to demand that
the government honor its commitments and address
their concerns, in Dakar, Senegal on April 8. (AP) you.”

LIMA, Peru, April 9, (AP): A former
minister, a comedian and a political
heiress are among 35 candidates for
Peru’s ninth president in just 10 years.
The election Sunday takes place
during a surge in violent crime and cor-
ruption, fueling widespread discontent
among voters, who largely view candi-
dates as dishonest and unprepared for
the presidency. Many of the contenders
have responded to people’s crime con-
cerns with wide-ranging proposals, in-
cluding building megaprisons, restrict-
ing food for prisoners and reinstating
the death penalty for serious crimes.
“You can’t trust anyone anymore,
nothing’s going to change,” construc-
tion worker Juan Gémez, 53, said as
he carried two heavy bags with pota-
toes and rice to feed his five children.
“(Criminals) come on motorcycles, put
a gun to your head... you look around
and there’s no police officer. What are
you going to do? You just let them rob

35-candidate pool in Sunday election
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Presidential candidate Roberto Sanchez of Together for Peru party arrives
to his closing campaign rally on a horse in Lima, Peru on April 8. (AP)

Here’s what to know about Sunday’s
election.

Voting is mandatory for Peruvians
from the ages of 18 to 70. More than

27 million people are registered, and of
those, about 1.2 million are expected
to cast ballots from abroad, mainly in
the United States and Argentina.
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Business

‘Markets turn cautious’

Global stocks fall, ol

Oil price drops $20.46 to $100.63 pb

KUWAIT CITY, April 9, (KUNA): The
price of Kuwaiti oil fell by USD 20.46
to reach USD 100.63 per barrel (pb) in
Wednesday trading, compared to USD
121.09 pb on Tuesday, Kuwait Petroleum

Corporation (KPC) said Thursday.

Globally, price of Brent crude dropped
by USD 14.52 to USD 94.75 pb, while
West Texas Intermediate crude fell USD
18.54 to USD 94 41 pb.

Main market rises 0.64% on turnover of KD 19.4 min

Boursa Kuwait general index slips 0.29% to 8,626.97

KUWAIT CITY, April 09,
(KUNA): Boursa Kuwait ended
Thursday’s trading session with
its general index slipping 24.80
points, or 0.29 percent, to close
at 8,626.97 points. A total of 276
million shares changed hands
through 19,625 cash transactions,
valued at KD 74.7 million (ap-
proximately USD 227.6 million).

The main market index posted
a gain, rising 50.78 points, or 0.64
percent, to 7,971.52 points. Trad-
ing volume in the main market
reached 152.10 million shares
via 9,811 cash transactions, with
a total value of KD 19.4 million

Boursa Kuwait

o B (around USD 59.3 million).

The premier market index de-
clined, dropping 42.19 points, or
0.46 percent, to settle at 9,214.11
points. About 123.9 million
shares were traded through 9,814
transactions, valued at KD 55.2
million (approximately USD 169
million).

Meanwhile, the Main 50 Index
advanced by 79.47 points, or
0.94 percent, closing at §,514.54
points. Trading in this index to-
taled 142.9 million shares across
8,630 cash transactions, valued
at KD 179 million (roughly
USD 54.7 million).

Oil route disruption pushes Kuwait toward recession

World Bank warns of sharp Middle East growth
slowdown amid war & supply-chain disruptions

By Inaas Awadh
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, April 9: A recent World Bank
Group report titled “War Challenges and Indus-
trial Policies for Development” highlights the
broad and direct economic impacts of ongoing
conflicts in the Middle East, North Africa, Af-
ghanistan, and Pakistan.

The closure of the Strait of Hormuz, along
with damage to energy infrastructure and public
utilities, has disrupted supply chains and markets,
causing oil prices to surge to approximately $112
per barrel, an increase of nearly 60 percent. This
has been accompanied by rising gas prices, high-
er global inflation, and increased uncertainty in
financial markets.

The report, which reviews recent regional
economic developments, explained that these
factors have contributed to greater financial
volatility and weaker economic growth pros-
pects for 2026.

The conflict adds another shock to econo-
mies already facing structural challenges, in-
cluding low productivity growth, declining
private sector dynamism, and persistent labor
market pressures.

These conditions underscore the urgent need
to strengthen governance and macroeconomic
fundamentals, while adopting effective policies
that support the creation of sustainable jobs and
enhance economic resilience to shocks, ensuring
long-term stability in the region.

The World Bank Group report forecasts a sig-
nificant slowdown in economic growth in the re-
gion, excluding Iran, projecting a decline from 4
percent in 2025 to 1.8 percent in 2026, a decrease
of 2.4 percentage points compared to the January
forecast.

This slowdown is primarily concentrated in
the economies of the Gulf Cooperation Coun-
cil (GCC) countries and Iraq, resulting directly
from the impacts of the war and disruptions to
supply chains, particularly due to the closure of
the Strait of Hormuz.

Growth forecasts for the GCC countries have
been lowered by 1.3 percentage points, from
4.4 percent in 2025 to 3.1 percent in 2026. This
downward revision reflects these economies’
heavy reliance on oil exports and their vulnerabil-
ity to disruptions in export routes and heightened
uncertainty.

The Kuwaiti economy is projected to con-
tract by 6.4 percent, along with significant con-
tractions in Iraq and Qatar, underscoring the
fragility of dependence on a single trade and
energy route.

The projections indicate that the risks sur-
rounding these forecasts are heavily skewed to
the downside.

A prolonged war could worsen these effects,
driving higher energy and food prices, reducing
trade, tourism, and remittances, increasing pres-
sure on public finances, and raising displacement
rates.

In this regard, Ousman Dione of the World
Bank explained that the current crisis urgently re-
quires proactive measures that go beyond merely
withstanding shocks to include the rebuilding of
more resilient economies.

Achieving this requires strengthening macro-
economic fundamentals, supporting innovation,
improving governance, investing in infrastruc-
ture, and creating sectors capable of generating
employment opportunities.

The report emphasized that peace and stabil-
ity are essential prerequisites for sustainable de-
velopment, enabling the establishment of strong
institutions and economies that offer real oppor-
tunities for people.

It also highlighted the importance of industrial
policies as a tool to support growth and job crea-
tion by promoting the strategic activities of com-
panies and enterprises.

The report noted that the success of these poli-
cies depends on their feasibility, accountability,
and alignment with each country’s priorities and
institutional capacities.

Although countries in the region have acceler-
ated the adoption of these policies over the past
decade, particularly through sovereign wealth
funds and state-owned enterprises, results remain
uneven. This underscores the need for strong
institutions and clear guidance to ensure the
achievement of development goals.

Roberta Gatti emphasized the importance of
maintaining focus on long-term efforts, noting
that achieving peace and sustainable prosperity
remains a priority despite the severe economic
consequences of the current war.

The report stated that the repercussions of
the war extend beyond the oil sector, affecting
trade and tourism, reducing remittances, and
increasing food and energy costs.

If these conditions persist, they could lead
to population displacement, erosion of human
capital, and long-term negative effects on labor
markets and economic growth.

The report highlights industrial policies as an
important tool for supporting growth and job
creation, particularly through sovereign wealth
funds and state-owned enterprises.

It emphasizes that their success depends on the
efficiency of institutions, clarity of objectives, ef-
fective oversight, and alignment with each coun-
try’s capabilities.

The report noted that the crisis has exposed
chronic structural challenges, including weak
productivity, a limited role for the private sector,
and heavy reliance on oil. This underscores the
need to accelerate efforts to diversify the econo-
my, invest in human capital, develop infrastruc-
ture, and promote innovation.

It stressed that peace and stability are funda-
mental to sustainable development, warning that
conflicts could reduce per capita income by ap-
proximately 45 percent within a few years. De-
spite these challenges, the Gulf countries, par-
ticularly Kuwait, have an opportunity to build a
more diversified and resilient economy.

The report underscores the scale of the chal-
lenges facing the Kuwaiti economy amid current
geopolitical developments. Kuwait’s economy
is projected to contract by 6.4 percent, primarily
due to the halt or restriction of oil exports. The
impact also affects other regional economies, in-
cluding Iraq and Qatar, which are experiencing
significant contractions, highlighting the strong
interdependence of the region’s economies on the
energy sector.

The report positioned Kuwait at the forefront
of these economic challenges, not only because
of its sensitive geographic location but also due
to its limited economic diversification compared
with other Gulf states, such as the UAE, which
has made notable progress in expanding its sourc-
es of income.

The report emphasized that Kuwait’s heavy re-
liance on the oil sector increases the economy’s
vulnerability to external shocks. As a result, any
disruption to oil production or exports would
directly affect government revenues and public
spending. This, in turn, would influence the pace
of development projects and growth plans, plac-
ing economic diversification at the forefront of
strategic priorities for the coming period.

climbs on war jitters

HONG KONG, April 9, (AP): Oil
rose again and world shares were
mostly down Thursday on skepti-
cism over a fragile ceasefire between
the U.S. and Iran.

Investors were closely watch-
ing whether a two-week ceasefire
between the United States and Iran
was already slipping after a round
of intense Israeli strikes on Lebanon
that killed and injured hundreds. Iran
again closed the Strait of Hormuz, in
response to the attacks in Lebanon.

In early European trading,
Britain’s FTSE 100 fell 0.3% to
10,572.73. France’s CAC 40 dropped
0.8% to 8,198.77, while Germany’s
DAX lost 1.3% to 23,771.68.

Asian shares closed mostly lower.
Tokyo’s Nikkei 225 dropped 0.7%
to 55,895.32, while South Korea’s
Kospi lost 1.6% to 5,778.01. Hong
Kong’s Hang Seng fell 0.5% to
25,752.40. The Shanghai Composite
index was down 0.7% to 3,966.17.
Australia’s S&P/ASX 200 edged up
02% to 8,973.20. Taiwan’s Taiex
was 0.3% higher, while India’s
Sensex dropped 1.6%.

U.S. futures were down more than
0.4%.

Oil prices were up Thursday, re-
versing an earlier plunge on opti-
mism over the temporary ceasefire
agreement. Brent crude, the inter-
national standard, was up 3.5% to
$98.09 per barrel. Benchmark U.S.
crude was 3.6% higher on Thursday
at $97.83 a barrel.

Uncertainties over global energy
supply remained. The Strait of Hor-
muz, a chokepoint for energy trans-
port where a fifth of the world’s oil
typically passes, was largely closed

even though the U.S. repeatedly de-
manded that it must be reopened.

“(Oil) prices rebounded as fight-
ing in the Middle East continued,
and the ceasefire outlook deteriorat-
ed, keeping uncertainty around the
Strait of Hormuz firmly in focus,”
ING Bank analysts Ewa Manthey
and Warren Patterson wrote in a note
Thursday.

Talks to pursue a permanent end
to the war could start in Pakistan
on Saturday, and Vice President
JD Vance is expected to lead the
U.S. delegation. President Donald
Trump posted on his Truth Social
media platform that U.S. military
will remain around Iran “until such
time as the REAL AGREEMENT
reached is fully complied with.”

Wall Street closed higher Wednes-
day following Trump’s announce-
ment of a two-week ceasefire with
Iran late Tuesday. The S&P 500
jumped 2.5% to 6,782.81. The Dow
Jones Industrial Average rose 2.9%
to 47,909.92. The Nasdaq composite
was up 2.8% to 22,635.00.

Following renewed hopes over
de-escalation of the war, shares of
United Airlines surged 7.9% on
Wednesday, American Airlines was
up 5.6%, while cruise ship operator
Carnival jumped 11.2%, trimming
losses since the Iran war began on
concerns over rising fuel costs.

In other dealings, gold and silver
prices fell. Gold’s price dropped
0.6% to $4,750.20 an ounce. The
price of silver fell 1.7% to $74.08 per
ounce. The U.S. dollar rose to 158.95
Japanese yen from 158.57 yen. The
euro was trading at $1.1675, up from
$1.1663.

Currency traders work near a screen showing the Korea Composite Stock

Price Index (KOSPI), top center, and the foreign exchange rate between

U.S. dollar and South Korean won, top center left, at the foreign exchange

dealing room of the Hana Bank headquarters in Seoul, South Korea, Thurs-
day, April 9, 2026. (AP)

Truce-driven dip could
be gold buying chance

United Arab Emirates (UAE).

By Marwa Al-Bahrawi
He revealed that import activity

Analysts see no real traffic shift despite ceasefire claims

Iran’s proposal to collect tolls in Strait of Hormuz violates trade norms

FRANKFURT, April 9, (AP): To end the war with the United States and Is-
rael, Iran is demanding the right to collect tolls in the Strait of Hormuz as a
precondition for reopening the waterway vital to world oil supplies.

Yet collecting tolls in the strait would violate a basic and enduring principle
of international maritime trade: freedom of peaceful navigation. It’s an an-
cient idea that was codified by the United Nations” Convention on the Law of
the Sea, which took effect in 1994.

Opening the strait would save the global economy from supply constraints
that have pushed energy and fertilizer prices sharply higher since the war
began on Feb. 28. But agreeing to Iranian toll-collecting would cement the
Islamic Republic’s control over the strait through which 20% of the world’s
oil is shipped - and enrich the country against whom the war was launched.

U.S. President Donald Trump has made reopening the strait a priority. But
the White House said Wednesday he is opposed to tolls, and analysts say the
Gulf’s oil producers are, too.

Analysts say they have seen no change in traffic through the strait since
the ceasefire was announced, despite claims to the contrary from the White
House.

Here are things to know about Iran’s proposal and the international law with
which it collides.

After the U.S. and Israel launched the war, Iran immediately exercised lev-
erage by blocking the strait with attacks - and threats of attacks - on ships,
making passage too risky. The disruption caused immediate shortages in some
Asian countries highly dependent on the region’s energy, sent gasoline prices
higher in the U.S. and Europe, and threatened global economic growth.

Iran then began vetting vessels in a murky scheme dubbed the “tollbooth”
by shipping analysts.

The ships were told to divert from the middle of the strait in Iranian and
Omani territorial waters and instead detour around Iran’s Larak Island. After
delivering detailed information on crew and cargo to intermediaries of Iran’s
paramilitary Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps, some vessels were allowed
to proceed - and at least two reportedly paid the equivalent of $2 million in
Chinese yuan.

Iran’s 10-point proposal for ending the war includes a provision allowing
it and Oman to charge ships passing through the Strait of Hormuz, according
to a regional official who spoke on condition of anonymity to discuss nego-
tiations they were directly involved in. The official said Iran would use the
money it raised for reconstruction.

But the Law of the Sea Treaty’s Article 17 guarantees a right of “innocent
passage” for ships that do not threaten the coastal states. So allowing Iran and
Oman to start charging for passage through the strait would set a dangerous
precedent, experts said.

Freedom of navigation in the world’s seas has been a fundamental right for
hundreds of years, founded on “the idea that the sea doesn’t belong to any-
one,” said Philippe Delebecque, a professor and maritime law expert at Paris’
Sorbonne University.

“Freedom of navigation has always been recognized, including specifically

in straits,” he said. The concern is if the Strait of Hormuz could be closed, then
why not the Strait of Gibraltar between the Mediterranean and the Atlantic, or
the Strait of Malacca off Indonesia?

He called that scenario “the end of an international society.”

While 172 countries have ratified the U.N. convention, Iran and the United
States are among those that have not.

“Not having ratified the convention doesn’t give (Iran) total freedom of ac-
tion in the Strait of Hormuz,” said Julien Raynaut, who heads the French As-
sociation of Maritime Law, a trade group. “It remains subject to international
law and notably this customary right of passage.”

An Iranian tollbooth could lead China to conclude that it could restrict
movement in the Taiwan Strait, Raynaut said.

Oman and Iran may face diplomatic pushback to adhere to the convention,
said Constantinos Yiallourides, a senior research fellow at the British Institute
of International and Comparative Law.

Free passage “is in the interest of everyone,” he said. “We all want to get the
best products at the best prices.”

Some economists say that, from a strictly financial standpoint, the world
would barely notice the additional costs from any tolling in the Strait of Hor-
muz.

For example, a $2 million toll on a large tanker carrying 2 million barrels of
oil amounts to $1-per-barrel increase on that ship’s oil.

“The burden does not fall on global consumers, but overwhelmingly on the
Gulf states that supply the oil that transits the strait,” wrote the Bruegel think
tank in Brussels. It said the world economy would instantly benefit from the
reopening the strait - returning 20% of the world’s oil to the market and send-
ing prices lower.

Plus, by lowering oil prices, it would eliminate a multibillion-dollar geo-
political windfall for Russia, whose oil is suddenly in greater demand despite
sanctions.

The international price of oil has jumped from around $72 per barrel before
the war to as high as $118 on March 31. On Monday, Brent crude, the interna-
tional benchmark, traded at $94.55, down sharply after news of the two-week
ceasefire.

Saudi Arabia, the biggest Gulf producer, welcomed the ceasefire deal be-
tween the U.S. and Iran but called for keeping the Strait of Hormuz open
“without any restrictions.”

Gulf countries have had to shut down some 12 million barrels per day in
crude production because there’s no viable way around the strait for much of
their oil. The two pipelines that bypass it aren’t big enough to make up for all
of the lost oil, and building new pipelines would take years.

Given the downsides of the tollbooth proposal, the Gulf states would only
agree to it if all other options looked much worse, Bruegel said.

A major objection in the West is that the toll would likely benefit the Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps, which is responsible for Iran’s ballistic missile
program, suppresses domestic political opposition, and is listed as a terrorist
organization by the U.S. and the European Union.

Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, April 9: Global gold
prices surged Wednesday after US
President Donald Trump and Iran
agreed on a two-week ceasefire to
resume talks aimed at ending the war
that has roiled global markets.

The precious metal prices rose by
as much as 3.1 percent, surpassing
$4,850 an ounce, continuing gains
of 1.2 percent from the previous ses-
sion.

Gold expert Mohammad Hatab
predicted a return to rising gold
prices in the coming period, as the
truce between the United States and
Iran takes effect. He indicated that
the yellow metal could regain its pre-
war trajectory, taking into considera-
tion the easing of factors that affected
prices in the past.

Hatab told the newspaper that
the main impact on gold prices dur-
ing the crisis stemmed from the re-
percussions of the war, particularly
the closure of the Strait of Hormuz,
which led liquidity shift toward oil,
anticipating the price increase. He
pointed out that with the reopening of
the strait and risk reduction, liquidity
is likely to return to gold, supporting
its upward trend.

He stated that the war and the ac-
companying rise in oil prices con-
tributed to rising inflation which, in
turn, affected the policies of the US
Federal Reserve. He added that inter-
est rates were steady, and the Federal
Reserve suspended its plans to re-
duce them, leading to a stronger dol-
lar at the expense of gold.

He added that global expecta-
tions remain positive for the precious
metal, citing estimates from JP-
Morgan that the price of gold could
reach $5,500, while Goldman Sachs
predicted that it could reach around
$5.800, increasing the chances of
continuous growth in the coming pe-
riod.

He explained that the Kuwaiti mar-
ket did not experience a gold short-
age, although some investment prod-
ucts, such as bullion, were affected to
a limited extent due to their reliance
on imports, particularly through the

was affected during the period of ten-
sions due to air transport restrictions,
but supply operations will return to
normal with the return to normalcy
and the resumption of air travel.

Furthermore, Goldman Sachs
stated in a recent research that gold
prices may experience temporary
decline during periods of geopoliti-
cal calm. However, this decline does
not reflect a shift in the overall mar-
ket trend.

The bank indicated that any price
drop resulting from this calm could
present a buying opportunity, affirm-
ing that the medium- and long-term
outlook for gold remains positive.

The bank emphasized that strong
demand from central banks is one of
the most important factors support-
ing gold prices.

JP Morgan disclosed in its global
commodities report that gold prices
are likely to fluctuate during the
current period, given the interplay
between geopolitical factors and eco-
nomic variables.

The bank pointed out that periods
of geopolitical calm may temporarily
curb gold’s upward momentum but
are not sufficient to reverse the over-
all price trend.

It added that investment demand
for gold remains strong, supported
by hedging against inflation and fi-
nancial market volatility, in addition
to continuous purchases by central
banks.

In its periodic report, the World
Gold Council indicated that eas-
ing tensions between the United
States and Iran could lead to rela-
tive stability in gold prices, with a
decrease in demand related to im-
mediate risks.

It pointed out that gold does not
lose its role as a safe haven during
periods of calm as it rather continues
to be a key hedge against risk.

The report added that institutional
investors do not completely exit the
gold market during periods of calm,
rather, they reallocate their invest-
ments, maintaining a portion of their
positions in anticipation of renewed
tensions.
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Under the title ‘Converting to a Sustainable Path’

Gulf Bank i1ssues Its Sustainability Report and continues
to boost environmental, social and governance standards

KUWAIT CITY, April 9: Gulf Bank
has issued its sixth annual Sustain-
ability Report for the year 2025, titled
“Converting to a Sustainable Path,”
highlighting the Bank’s ESG progress
and performance. The report reflects
the Bank’s continued commitment to
strengthening environmental, social,
and governance (ESG) standards and
embedding them across its opera-
tions and activities, and its alignment
with Kuwait Vision 2035, the Global
Reporting Initiative (GRI), MSCI
ESG Index standards, the United Na-
tions Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs), as well as the Sustainabil-
ity Disclosure Guidelines issued by
Boursa Kuwait.

The report emphasized the progress
made during the year, specifically in
terms of implementing Phase 1 of
the Bank’s ESG strategy monitoring,
highlighting its efforts to enhance
governance practices and advance re-
sponsible banking. This was achieved
through the delivery of strategic ini-
tiatives that serve customers, employ-
ees, and the community, including
enhancing customer protection, ex-
panding digital services, and support-
ing local businesses and Small and
Medium sized Enterprises (SMEs).

The report also highlighted a num-
ber of key indicators reflecting the
Bank’s ESG performance in line with
its ESG 2030 strategy. Most nota-
bly, Scope 2 emissions decreased by
16.5%, and we managed to recycle
more than 2,300 square meters of
outdoor commercial advertising bill-
boards into reusable bags.

The report indicated that spending
on local suppliers reached 97.53% of
the Bank’s total procurement budget,
reflecting our strategy in supporting
Kuwaiti entrepreneurs and local ven-
dors.

As part of Gulf Bank’s ongoing ef-
forts to support and empower women,
the report showed that women ac-
counted for 40.26% of the total work-
force, while the gender pay equity
ratio (female to male) reached 0.75:1.

The report also noted 100% cover-
age of employee training on data pri-
vacy and information security, with

Meshal Al Wazzan:

ties

Meshal Al Wazzan

B The report reflects the progress we have
made in sustainability and its integration
across the Bank’s operations and activi-

B The Bank will continue to develop its sus-
tainability priorities in support of Kuwait’s
economic and financial goals
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Scan the QR code to read the report

Gulf Bank's Key ESG
Performance Highlights in 2025

no recorded complaints related to data
breaches or loss, and no complaints
from regulatory authorities.

Key Pillars

In this context, Gulf Bank’s Chief
Strategy Officer, Mr. Meshal Al
Wazzan, stated that during 2025 the
Bank focused on four main pillars:
Accountable Governance, Equitable
Workplace, Empowered Community

Engagement, and Responsible Bank-
ing. This included strengthening over-
sight through frameworks, developing
internal capabilities, expanding com-
munity partnerships, and improving
customer experience and digital ser-
vices.

He highlighted key sustainability
milestones achieved in 2025, includ-
ing the completion of the Sustain-
ability Report, conducting a readi-
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ness assessment for IFRS S1 and S2,
launching Phase 1 of the ESG Strate-
gy monitoring, updating relevant poli-
cies, activating internal communica-
tion plans, and commencing the ESG
Management Committee.

In the area of accountable govern-
ance, the Bank enhanced supervision
and oversight of sustainability practices,
activated the ESG Management Com-
mittee, and implemented its comprehen-

sive ESG risk management framework.

With respect to equitable workplace,
the Bank continued investing in capac-
ity building, promoting diversity and
inclusion practices, and fostering a sup-
portive workplace that encourages em-
ployee engagement and satisfaction.

In terms of community engagement,
the Bank focused on building effec-
tive community partnerships and sup-
porting initiatives aimed at empower-
ing individuals and enhancing overall
social outreach.

Regarding responsible banking, the
Bank continued to develop its digital
services, enhance customer experi-
ence, strengthen its support for SMEs,
and improve overall operational effi-
ciency.

At the governance level, 2025 wit-
nessed notable progress in integrat-
ing ESG factors into decision making
processes, supported by enhanced or-
ganizational structures, defined roles
and responsibilities, and improved
internal oversight through the activa-
tion of the Bank’s ESG Management
Committee. These efforts contribute
to meeting stakeholders’ expectations
and in addressing growing regulatory
requirements.

Future Outlook

As part of the Bank’s future outlook,
Al Wazzan stated that Gulf Bank has
identified several priority areas for
2026, most notably the preparation of
a greenhouse gas emissions inventory,
the launch of the second phase of the
Bank’s ESG strategy implementation
and monitoring, the issuance of the
2026 Sustainability Report, and the
development of a sustainability initia-
tives register and screening document.

He affirmed that the Bank will con-
tinue to define its sustainability priori-
ties in the coming period, while main-
taining its commitment to delivering
high quality services and products,
strengthening governance and risk
management practices, supporting
Kuwait’s economic and financial ob-
jectives, and contributing to the crea-
tion of a more sustainable and resil-
ient future aligned with Gulf Bank’s
ESG 2030 strategy directions.

Well-timed Iran truce

Full refunds offered to passengers on all affected flight bookings

Jazeera Airways cancels flights to 9 Indian cities

bets raise red flags

NEW YORK, April 9, (AP): A group
of new accounts on the prediction
market Polymarket made highly spe-
cific, well-timed bets on whether the
U.S. and Iran would reach a cease-
fire on April 7, resulting in hundreds
of thousands of dollars in profits for
these new customers.

These bets were made even
though, in the hours before a two-
week ceasefire was announced
on Tuesday, President Donald
Trump’s rhetoric had escalated
sharply and there were few signals
that a ceasefire deal was imminent.
Early in the day Trump had issued
a warning on social media that “a
whole civilization will die tonight”
if Iran did not meet his demand to
open the Strait of Hormuz by his 8
p-m. ET deadline.

An analysis of publicly available
blockchain data from Polymarket,
using the crypto analytics platform
Dune, shows that at least 50 ac-
counts, or wallets, placed substantial
“Yes” bets Tuesday before Trump
announced the ceasefire in a Truth
Social post at around 6:30 pm ET.
These were the first bets made by
these particular wallets.

One of these wallets, created Tues-
day around 10 am ET, placed rough-
ly $72,000 in bets at an average price
of 8.8 cents. The buy-in for each bet-
ting event ranges from $0 to $1 each,
reflecting a 0% to 100% chance of
what users think could happen. This
Polymarket user then cashed out for
a profit of $200,000.

Another, which joined the platform
on April 6 and traded on this exact
event, shows a win of $125,500.

Another wallet, created 12 minutes
before Trump’s post, made $31,908
of “Yes” bets at 33.7 cents, and is
estimated to have earned a profit of
$48,500. The higher price for “Yes”
at that time may have reflected the
efforts late Tuesday by the govern-
ment of Pakistan to get Trump to ex-
tend his deadline by two weeks.

There is also the possibility that
these individual Polymarket users
placed their bets expecting Trump
to back down, given his habit during
his second term to make bold threats
only to retreat - a phenomenon his
critics have derided as “Trump Al-
ways Chickens Out,” or TACO.

While some users took handsome
profits, others must wait for payouts
because Polymarket has labeled the
April 7 Iran-U.S. ceasefire contract
as “disputed,” given that Iran was

still placing restrictions on ships
passing through the Strait of Hormuz
and missile attacks in the region con-
tinued. That dispute could take 48
hours to resolve.

Public blockchain data cannot
identify who controls the new wal-
lets. Polymarket uses proxy smart
contract wallets, meaning a single
user can create multiple accounts.
Only Polymarket has the internal
data needed to determine whether
these were new users or existing us-
ers opening additional accounts.

Polymarket did not respond to a
request for comment.

Rep. Blake Moore, R-Utah, who
has introduced legislation to regulate
prediction markets, released a state-
ment Wednesday saying: “It’s highly
unlikely that these are good-faith
trades; it’s much more likely that
these are insiders with access to in-
formation ahead of the public. With-
out some kind of restrictions, there
is nothing stopping government or
military officials from profiting from
their positions.”

The trading pattern of newly cre-
ated Polymarket accounts placing
strategic, well-timed bets mirrors
earlier episodes on the platform.
Newly created accounts placed
large wagers hours before the Janu-
ary capture of Venezuelan Presi-
dent Nicolds Maduro, and made
hundreds of thousands of dollars in
profit. Similar clusters of accounts
have also repeatedly profited from
well-timed bets on military actions
involving Iran.

Such bets have repeatedly raised
questions from the public as well as
members of Congress about whether
some traders are using inside infor-
mation to profit in these prediction
markets. Bipartisan groups of sena-
tors as well as representatives have
introduced legislation that would
broaden the definition of insider trad-
ing to include prediction markets.

Even the two biggest platforms in
the industry, Kalshi and Polymarket,
have said they see a need to broaden
the definition of insider trading on
their platforms.

“This is why these markets need
regulation,” said Todd Philips, a pro-
fessor at Georgia State University
who has written on prediction mar-
kets and the industry’s regulations.
“We can’t have people trading with
inside information and expect other
traders are going to be OK being in
these markets.”

KUWAIT CITY, April 9: Jazeera Airways has an-
nounced the cancellation of flights to nine Indian cit-
ies due to operational reasons.

Effective 10 April, all Jazeera Airways flights to
and from Coimbatore, Goa, Kannur, Kozhikode,
Lucknow, Madurai, Mangaluru, Tiruchirappalli and
Vijayawada, until 15 May, have been cancelled. Pas-
sengers holding bookings on affected flights will be
given a full refund. For bookings made through travel
agents, the amount will be put into a credit shell.

Barathan Pasupathi, Chief Executive Officer of Ja-
zeera Airways, said:

“We sincerely apologize to our customers for the
inconvenience caused by this cancellation. These de-
cisions are never taken lightly and are driven by op-

ing. We continue to serve our eight destinations in
India through our operational base in Dammam, sup-
ported by nearly 500 dedicated Jazeera employees
who are working tirelessly to deliver a safe and reli-
able travel experience. Our focus remains on main-
taining connectivity and providing the best possible
service to our passengers during this time.”

All passengers travelling on Jazeera Airways to
other Indian destinations are advised to check their
flight schedules before proceeding to check-in. This
is to ensure a smooth travel experience amid ongoing
operational adjustments.

For refunds, passengers can contact their travel
agents or booking platforms. For bookings made
through the Jazeera Airways website: jazeeraair-

erational circumstances beyond our control. Despite
these challenges, our commitment remains unwaver-

A Jazeera Airways aircraft in flight.

ways.com or app, refunds can be processed through
the same.

Industry warns of lasting impact on leisure and family travel

Travelers face higher costs and fewer flight options as jet fuel prices swing

new reality is setting in for travelers worldwide: rising fees, fewer flight op-
tions and difficult decisions about whether a trip is worth the cost.

The culprit is volatile oil and jet fuel prices, which have spiked sharply since
the war in the Middle East began and fighting near the narrow Strait of Hormuz
created a chokepoint for global oil supplies.

“Volatility is the real story here,” said Shye Gilad, a former airline captain who
now teaches at Georgetown University’s business school. “Right now, the airlines
are trying to make bets on what they think will happen in the future.”

Airlines are responding cautiously, trimming schedules and adjusting prices in
ways that experts say will ripple unevenly across the market but ultimately affect
nearly every type of traveler.

Budget airlines and the price-conscious customers who rely on them are likely
to feel the pinch first and most acutely, experts say, but even travelers in premium
cabins won’t escape the higher prices and less convenient schedules.

Oil prices have swung wildly in recent weeks, briefly topping $119 a barrel at one
point, and then plunging Wednesday below $95 after President Donald Trump an-
nounced a two-week ceasefire in the Middle East that briefly reopened the Strait of
Hormuz. But the uncertainty behind those swings remains, especially after Iran closed
the key artery for global oil shipments again in response to Israeli strikes in Lebanon.

“When prices move quickly in both directions, it’s very hard for airlines to make
predictions,” Gilad said. “That’s why there’s a lag between oil market moves and
what passengers see in ticket prices.”

In other words, even when oil prices drop, travelers may not see relief right
away. Airlines can take months, sometimes even up to a year, to adjust fares and
fees as they wait for energy markets to stabilize.

“At this level of fuel, it’s hard to call anything temporary,” Delta Air Lines
CEO Ed Bastian told reporters this week after the Atlanta-based carrier raised its
checked baggage fees.

Bastian said Wednesday as Delta kicked off the earnings season for U.S. air-
lines that the higher fuel prices are expected to add $2 billion in operating ex-
penses in the second quarter alone.

United Airlines CEO Scott Kirby said in a recent memo to staff that if jet fuel
prices stay elevated, it would mean an additional $11 billion in annual costs.
That’s more than double what United earned in its most profitable year.

“For perspective,” he said, “in United’s best year ever, we made less than $5
billion.”

According to the International Air Transport Association, the average global
jet fuel price rose to $209 per barrel last week, up from roughly $99 at the end of
February when the war started.

Travelers from the U.S. to Hong Kong and New Delhi are paying the price.

U.S. carriers are embedding the higher operating costs into ticket prices and
add-on fees. Delta, United, Southwest Airlines and JetBlue have all increased their
checked baggage fees.

United has moved beyond add-ons to adjust pricing in its front cabins. The car-
rier said last week that it is bringing the “pay for what you want” approach already

standard in economy to its premium cabins, turning perks like advanced seat selec-
tion and fully refundable tickets into optional extras.

Hong Kong’s Cathay Pacific recently bumped fuel surcharges by roughly 34%
across all routes, while Air India on Monday added up to $280 in fees to some
flights. Emirates, Lufthansa and KLM have also adjusted fees or fares to keep pace

with the price volatility. . . . .
For some travelers,’it’s not just the cost - it’s the uncertainty that’s changing

how they plan trips.

Bill Moorehouse, 50, a solutions director at a global provider of business and
technology services, routinely travels for work every four to six weeks.

“When you have business trips and you have a carefully coordinated schedule,
you don’t want unknowns and disruptions. And right now, it just feels like it’s
more likely that things could go wrong and throw your trip off course,” the Cuper-
tino, California, resident said.

For now, he’s staying closer to home.

“I think it’s a good time to do your spring cleaning and reconnect with friends
locally.”

Airlines, meanwhile, are also adjusting how much they fly.

BNP Paribas estimates that global schedules for April have been cut roughly
5% compared with earlier plans. Most reductions are in the Middle East, the global
investment bank said, though smaller cuts were also emerging in Europe, Asia and
North America.

United Airlines is cutting about 5% of its planned flights in the near term, trim-
ming less profitable routes and suspending some international service temporarily
rather than “burning cash” on trips that can’t absorb the more expensive fuel costs.
The airline’s CEO said the cuts will target redeye flights and routes on historically
slower travel days such as Tuesday, Wednesday and Saturday.

Delta is scrapping plans to add more flights and seats this summer, leaving
about 3.5% fewer seats than originally planned.

These moves show why major carriers are better positioned to weather the spike
in fuel prices than low-cost carriers, whose “no frills” model leaves them with less
flexibility to absorb unexpected costs. Bigger airlines can lean on dynamic pricing,
sell more seats at higher fares or swap in larger planes on certain routes, letting
them cut flights without losing overall capacity.

“Leisure travelers and budget conscious travelers are going to absolutely feel it
first because it may make the difference between going and not going,” Gilad said.

It’s already made the difference for Anna Del Vecchio. The 36-year-old Seattle
resident has made it an annual springtime tradition to visit family in Philadelphia be-
fore flying to Paris to see friends she met as a teenager during a volunteer internship.

Her credit card points typically cover the roundtrip flight, but ticket prices now
hover around $1,400 - nearly double what she has paid in past years.

“It wasn’t even scratching the surface for the flight this time,” she said, “so I
decided to delay the trip.”

But if airfare tops $1,500, she might not be able to make a journey she hasn’t
missed in years. (AP)
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High debt limits governments’ ability to cushion economic blow

WASHINGTON, April 9, (AP): The Iran war is darkening the outlook
for the world economy - whether or not a fragile ceasefire holds, the
head of the International Monetary Fund warned Thursday.

IMF Managing Director Kristalina Georgieva said the fund will
downgrade its forecast for the world economy next week.

“Had it not been for this shock, we would have been upgrading global
growth,” Georgieva said in remarks ahead of next week’s IMF-World
Bank spring meetings. “But now, even our most hopeful scenario in-
volves a growth downgrade.”’

The world economy had proven resilient in the face of President
Donald Trump’s decision to impose sweeping taxes last year on im-
ports from most the world’s countries. In January, the 191-country IMF

IMF head warns Iran war darkens global growth outlook

had upgraded the global growth outlook to 3.3% and was poised to do
so again when its new forecasts came out next Tuesday.

But the war, which began Feb. 28, changed everything. The conflict
has driven up the price of oil and natural gas; damaged oil refineries,
tanker terminals and other energy infrastructure; disrupted shipments of
fertilizer the world’s farmers depend on; and damaged the confidence
of businesses and consumers.

The United States and Iran announced Tuesday they’d reached a
ceasefire - after Trump warned that otherwise “a whole civilization will
die tonight.””’

Still, the IMF’s Georgieva said Thursday, “growth will be slower-
even if the new peace is durable.”’

Sub-Saharan Africa and small island countries are most vulner-
able to the energy shock, Georgieva said. Around the world, gov-
ernments have only a limited ability to support their economies with
spending increases and tax cuts because their debts are already so
high.

She noted that many countries have taken steps to limit the dam-
age from the energy shock such as urging or requiring people to work
from home; encouraging more use of public transportation; and limit-
ing travel by public officials.

Georgieva pleaded that policymakers “be careful not to make things
worse’’ with “go-it-alone’” moves such as limiting exports and impos-
ing price controls. “Don’t pour gasoline on the fire,”” she said.

Fed rate cuts remain unlikely as inflation stays above 2%

US jobless claims increase to 219,000

Consumer spending slowed to 1.9%

US economy growth slows
to 0.5% after shutdown hit

amid ceasefire-driven market swings

WASHINGTON, April 9, (AP):
U.S. applications for unemploy-
ment benefits rose last week before
Iran, Israel and the U.S. announced a
two-week ceasefire deal that injected
a degree of optimism into a still-
clouded global economic picture.

The number of Americans ap-
plying for jobless aid for the week
ending April 4 jumped by 16,000 to
219,000 from the previous week’s
203,000, the Labor Department re-
ported Thursday. That’s more than
the 210,000 new filings analysts sur-
veyed by the data firm FactSet were
expecting but within the range of the
past several years.

Filings for unemployment benefits
are considered representative of U.S.
layoffs and are close to a real-time
indicator of the health of the job
market.

Tuesday night’s ceasefire an-
nouncement sent oil prices plum-
meting to $95 a barrel, though they
jumped back up near $100 early
Thursday over skepticism about the
durability of the deal after Israel
launched a wave of attacks on Leba-
non and Iran re-closed the crucial

Strait of Hormuz, where 20% of the
world’s oil passes.

Financial markets also retreated
Thursday following big gains a day
earlier.

A barrel of U.S. crude had
reached $112 dollars before the
ceasefire was announced, up from
about $67 in the days leading up
to the conflict. Even with Wednes-
day’s big decline, businesses and
consumers are still saddled with
higher energy costs as the price of
oil and gas remain elevated.

This comes at a time when U.S.
inflation was already above the Fed-
eral Reserve’s 2% target, further di-
minishing the chances of an interest
rate cut by central bank officials any
time soon. The government issues
its March consumer prices report on
Friday.

Also Thursday, in a report delayed
due to the federal shutdown, govern-
ment data showed that a key inflation
gauge remained elevated in Febru-
ary, even before the U.S. and Israel
launched attacks on Iran.

Fed officials voted to raise the rate
three times to close 2025 out of con-

cern for a weakening job market but
have held off lowering rates further
this year.

The Labor Department reported
last week that U.S. employers added
an unexpectedly strong 178,000 new
jobs in March, nudging the unem-
ployment rate back down to 4.3%.
That followed a surprisingly large
loss of 92,000 jobs in February. Re-
visions also have trimmed 69,000
jobs from December and January
payrolls, a sign that the labor market
remains under strain.

A number of high-profile com-
panies have cut jobs recently, in-
cluding the software maker Oracle,
which according to media reports
cut thousands of workers last week.
The Wall Street Journal reported
Wednesday that The Walt Disney
Co. is preparing to cull 1,000 posi-
tions from its workforce.

Others that have recently an-
nounced job cuts include Morgan
Stanley,

Block, UPS and Amazon.

Weekly jobless aid applications
have stabilized in a range mostly
between 200,000 and 250,000 since

the U.S. economy emerged from the
pandemic recession. However, hir-
ing began slowing about two years
ago and tapered further in 2025 due
to President Donald Trump’s erratic
tariff rollouts, his purge of the fed-
eral workforce and the lingering ef-
fects of high interest rates meant to
control inflation.

Employers added fewer than
200,000 jobs last year, compared
with about 1.5 million in 2024, ac-
cording to the data firm FactSet.

The American labor market ap-
pears stuck in what economists call
a “low-hire, low-fire” state that has
kept the unemployment rate histori-
cally low, but has left those out of
work struggling to find a new job.

The Labor Department’s report
Thursday showed that the four-
week moving average of jobless
claims, which evens out some of
the weekly volatility, rose by 1,500
to 209,500.

The total number of Americans
filing for unemployment benefits for
the previous week ending March 28
fell by 38,000 to 1.79 million, the
fewest in nearly two years.

WASHINGTON, April 9, (AP): The
American economy, slowed by last
fall’s 43-day government shutdown,
grew at a sluggish 0.5% annual pace
from October through December,
the Commerce Department reported
Thursday in downgrade of its previ-
ous estimate.

U.S. gross domestic product - the
nation’s output of goods and services
- decelerated in the fourth quarter af-
ter registering impressive growth of
4.4% from July through September
and 3.8% from April through June.
The latest number was marked down
from the Commerce Department’s
previous estimate of 0.7% fourth-
quarter growth.

Federal government spending
and investment fell at a 16.6% an-
nual pace because of the shutdown,
lopping 1.16 percentage points off
fourth-quarter GDP growth. Con-
sumer spending expanded 1.9%,
down a notch from the previous es-
timate and from 3.5% in the second
quarter. Spending on goods - such as
cars and clothing - grew just 0.3%,
down from 3% in the July-Septem-
ber period.

For all of 2025, the economy grew
2.1% last year, slower than 2.8% in
2024 and 2.9% in 2023.

Business investment, excluding
housing, increased at a 2.4% pace,
likely reflecting money being poured
into artificial intelligence, but the in-
crease was down from 3.2% in the
third quarter.

A category within the GDP data
that measures the economy’s under-
lying strength weakened from Octo-
ber through December, growing at
a 1.8% clip, down from 2.9% in the
third quarter. This category includes
consumer spending and private in-
vestment, but excludes volatile items
like exports, inventories and govern-
ment spending.

The economic outlook for this
year is hazy after the U.S.-Israeli war
with Iran drove up energy prices and
disrupted global commerce.

America’s job market slumped
last year - recording the weakest hir-
ing outside a recession since 2002
- but has been up and down so far
in 2026: Employers added a healthy
160,000 jobs in January, slashed
133,000 in February, then created a
surprising 178,000 in March.

Thursday’s report was the Com-
merce Department’s third and final
estimate of fourth-quarter GDP. The
first look at January-March econom-
ic growth is due April 30.

Trump promised to cut electric costs in half, bills in energy-rich West Virginia now top mortgages

RAINELLE, April 9, (AP): Every month, Rebecca Michalski takes a deep
breath before opening her electric bill. She lives on a fixed income, and heat-
ing her small house this winter has been staggering: Her February charge was
$940.08 - more than her check.

It makes no sense. She turns the lights off during the day and only burns one
lamp with an energy-efficient bulb in the living room at night, but she keeps
falling further behind on payments. In desperation, she took out a loan after
getting a cut-off notice during an extended arctic blast that kept the state’s
heaters cranking when temperatures regularly dipped below zero.

“Every time you see that power bill, you're just sick,” Michalski said, ri-
fling through a stack of statements totaling thousands of dollars. “I already
know before I open it. I just dread seeing how much.”

She’s taken to social media, demanding answers alongside thousands of
other West Virginians who have been posting screenshots of their monthly
charges. They are angry and perplexed over soaring utility costs that are sur-
passing rents and mortgages in one of the most energy-rich, yet poorest, cor-
ners of America, where some families have been forced to choose between
paying for food or heat.

President Donald Trump, as part of his campaign pitch to “make America
affordable again,” promised to cut Americans’ electricity bills by half during
his first year to 18 months in the White House.

“And if it doesn’t work out, you’ll say, ‘Oh well, I voted for him, I still got
them down a lot,”” he said. “You will never have had energy so low as you
will under a certain gentleman known as Donald J. Trump.”

It hasn’t worked out.

Instead, electricity increased 4.8% in February nationwide and piped natu-
ral gas prices rose 10.9%, both compared with a year earlier, according to
the Labor Department’s Consumer Price Index. That surpassed inflation even
before the attacks on Iran by the U.S. and Israel sent energy costs ballooning.

It’s becoming an increasingly aggravating issue for some voters. Rising
electricity bills emerged as a campaign issue in recent elections, including
during gubernatorial races won by Democrats in New Jersey and Virginia.
Cost concerns are expected to surface during midterms this fall, and an analy-
sis by the nonprofit PowerLines found residents are not likely to get a break
any time soon because new gas and electricity rate hike requests could affect
more than 80 million Americans. An AP-NORC poll conducted in March also
found 35% of U.S. adults were “extremely” or “very” concerned about being
able to afford electricity in the next few months.

Power

“It’s breaking me. And there’s nothing that can be done for it, unless the
president does something,” Michalski said about her skyrocketing power
bills, adding she no longer supports Trump. “And I don’t see him doing it.
He’s had plenty of time.”

Increased demand, extreme weather and events, upgrading and maintaining
aging infrastructure and rising natural gas prices are pushing electricity bills
higher. Rising energy costs - including gas pump sticker shock now topping
an average $4 per gallon nationally - could further be exacerbated by the war
in Iran along with the Trump administration’s push to export higher volumes
of liquefied natural gas - which, in turn, depletes domestic supply. Ratepayers
are also wary as more power-gobbling data centers for artificial intelligence
and cloud computing are being built or warmly embraced by politicians in
places like West Virginia - where residents deep in Trump country have gone
from having the cheapest electricity rate nationwide in 2005, to experiencing
one of the fastest increases in the country, far outpacing the national average,
according to data from the U.S. Energy Information Administration.

All in a place where people are living atop vast deposits of coal, oil and gas.

Coal remains king here, but it wears a pricey crown. The state is an outlier
nationwide because of its stubborn resistance to adopting cleaner, cheaper
sources of energy, such as nuclear power, natural gas - even though it’s one of
the nation’s top producers - and renewables like wind and solar. Instead, West
Virginia clings to aging coal-fired electric plants more than anywhere else in
the country - about 87% of all production. Its supermajority Republican-led
government - there are only 11 Democrats in the House and Senate - has dou-
bled down on this reliance, blaming past Democratic administrations for a war
on coal fueled by increased federal regulations and restrictions, while Trump
poses for photo ops with coal miners at the White House and regularly touts
“beautiful, clean coal.”

“Lowering electricity prices is a top priority for President Trump,” said
White House spokeswoman Taylor Rogers, blaming former President Joe
Biden for the problem. “He is aggressively unleashing reliable energy sources
like coal and natural gas.”

Trump has forced unprofitable coal-powered plants to remain open, rolled back
pollution standards for them and provided hundreds of millions of dollars in fund-
ing to improve them. He’s also streamlined permitting and regulations to push for
mining expansion when coal mines have been shutting down in the state, includ-
ing several operations this year that eliminated more than 700 jobs.

“If you’re not 100% in on coal, then you’re a traitor. ... It’s like a measure
of patriotism,” said Jamie Van Nostrand, policy director at the nonprofit Fu-
ture of Heat Initiative and a former West Virginia University professor who
wrote a book about the state’s reliance on coal energy. “I think if you went to
the average West Virginian and said, ‘Yeah, we understand you want to sup-
port the coal industry, but do you want to support it to the extent that you’re

OK paying twice as much as you should be for electricity?’”

The state’s average household electricity rate per kilowatt-hour has surged
73%, natural gas has increased 51% per 1,000 cubic feet and water has risen
45% per 1,000 gallons from 2015 to 2025, according to West Virginia’s Pub-
lic Service Commission, a three-member panel. It includes a former power
company lobbyist and the former head of the state coal association - appointed
by the governor and charged with approving rate hikes.

Even though monthly bills remain higher in other states, salaries in West
Virginia have simply not kept pace - it’s the only place in the country where
the median inflation-adjusted household income was lower in 2023 than it
was in 1970, according to the Urban Institute. That means residents are see-
ing larger chunks of their paychecks going to utilities compared to people in
other places.

Michalski, who’s disabled and uses a walker to get around, said she tries not
to run anything in her house that can suck electricity, including her air condi-
tioning in summer. But she simply can’t turn off the heater. During the past
year, her statements totaled over $5,000. She asked family for help paying the
bill this winter, but said she’s now out of options.

She knows what’s next.

“They come and cut off your power. Then you’re sitting in the dark. And [
see that happening,” she said. “And I think for a lot of other people, it’s gonna
happen too.”

Residents

Isolated by its beautiful, rugged mountains, West Virginia sits entirely
within Appalachia and has long been listed at the bottom of a laundry list of
failings, including poor health and a lack of education. Many residents from
rural areas have lived on the same land for generations, watching a cycle of
outside companies profit from extracting the state’s resources - from timber to
coal and oil and gas - only to pollute and abandon communities afterward. Its
people are known for being fiercely independent and proud despite their hard-
ships, including a lack of clean drinking water that has persisted for decades
in some areas, forcing residents in the southern coal fields to ferry jugs to and
from roadside springs or abandoned mines while spending up to $250 a month
for bottled water to cook with and drink. They also pay for public water piped
into their homes that often runs black, yellow and brown.

Some, including those living in scenic areas where tourism is a major reve-
nue driver, are protesting Big Tech companies rushing to build enormous data
centers, fearing they could lead to the next cycle of outsiders taking advantage
of the state’s resources. They have been loud over a lack of public input and
transparency around plans to build the complexes, questioning noise pollu-
tion, huge water consumption and the effect on ratepayers’ electricity prices.

“We just roll back regulations and we keep being promised that deregulat-
ing and privatizing our systems is gonna fix everything, and it never does,”
said Caitlin Ware, a pastor who advocates for clean water in southern West
Virginia - her thoughts briefly interrupted as the electricity abruptly went off
in her Sandyville United Methodist Church. “It only makes the rich richer,
and it only puts us in a worse situation.”

In February, Gov. Patrick Morrisey proudly announced plans to build a data
center on nearly 550 acres in Berkeley County.

“This $4 billion investment is a historic win that proves West Virginia can
compete at the highest level for the global tech economy,” he said in a state-
ment. It did not explain where the water or electricity would come from to run
the 600 megawatt, 1.9 million square foot facility.

Morrisey’s office did not respond to a request for comment.

Skyrocketing electricity costs and the growth of data centers, which can
use enough power to run 100,000 homes, faced voter backlash in Georgia last
fall where Democrats ousted two Republicans on the state’s utility regulatory
commission for the first time in nearly two decades. Trump recently tried to
ease Americans’ concerns by announcing a “ratepayer protection” pledge at
the White House with Big Tech companies promising to bear the cost and
produce their own energy, though it’s not clear how that would be enforced.

The reasons behind nationwide utility price hikes are complex and vary
among regions. They include adding new transmission, distribution lines and
power poles; increased brutal high and low temperatures; extreme weather
events such as hurricanes and wildfires; and volatility in fuel costs such as
surging gas prices during the war in Ukraine.

These all play a huge role in rising bills that have left some 80 million
Americans struggling to pay their monthly gas and electric bills, said Charles
Hua, founder of consumer advocacy organization PowerLines that found in-
vestor-owned gas and electric utility companies asked for nearly $31 billion
in increases last year nationwide, double the amount requested a year earlier.
He said utility costs have become the new affordability issue akin to soaring
egg prices that previously enraged consumers, making it a possible player in
this fall’s elections to control Congress.

“Electric bills have gone up 40% over the last five years,” he said. “This is
likely to continue to rise. This is definitely something that the Trump admin-
istration and President Trump are very concerned about.”

In West Virginia, all 55 counties voted for Trump in 2024. But it was a
Democratic stronghold for decades prior to the switch when coal mines were
the lifeblood, and unions were virtually unbreakable. The state has struggled
immensely under both parties: It has experienced a major brain drain, a dev-
astating opioid epidemic, a growing elderly population and its coveted coal

industry jobs have dried up with nothing to replace them. That leaves people
who work minimum wage jobs, those on fixed incomes and even college-edu-
cated middle-class families with two paychecks being pushed to the breaking
point with affordability issues, including rising car insurance, grocery bills,
health care and housing.

Ashley Nicole Dixon of Danese works as a manager at a Dollar General
store and has a teenage daughter at home and another in college. She flipped
through bills on her phone totaling more than $5,000 charged last year for
electricity in her house that’s just over 1,000 square feet, even though her
air conditioner didn’t work last summer. She voted for Trump, but said she’s
done with him because he and other Republican politicians in West Virginia’s
Capitol aren’t looking out for her interests.

“I love West Virginia because it’s beautiful. But anymore, it’s just a sham
from the local government all the way up to Charleston,” she said, adding she
believes the state’s Public Service Commission should be elected, and Trump
should send her a check since he promised to cut electricity bills in half.

“I have no choice. It has to be paid,” she said. “And that’s what makes me
sick because now I’m going to have to go ... take more money out of my sav-
ings account just to keep the lights on.”

The coldest winter months were the hardest. Some people confined them-
selves to one room with small space heaters or used generators when they got
behind on their electricity bills and were disconnected. Others were forced to
choose between food, medicine and warmth, with some turning their thermo-
stats down to 60 degrees and bundling up or coming out of retirement to take
part-time jobs.

For some, the spiral began in November when their Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program, or SNAP, benefits were put on hold due to the federal
government shutdown. United Way’s Central West Virginia helpline saw
more than a 1,300% increase during that time, and calls for help paying utili-
ties were second only to housing last year.

More than one in three West Virginia households is considered energy bur-
dened, spending more than 6% of their income on electricity and other fuel
costs. Of those, about 20% are low-income residents who shoulder some of
the highest energy costs in the state.

Last year, Trump fired the staff of a federal program that assists millions of
low-income Americans with heating bills in the winter and proposed eliminat-
ing all of its funding in his budget - a move repeated this year. Congress al-
located money for it, but billions of dollars were delayed due to the shutdown.
However, many West Virginians falling behind on bills are not eligible to
apply because they make just a little too much money.

Funded

Jennifer Brown of Kingwood lands in that category. She’s employed at
West Virginia’s federally funded Head Start program for low-income children
and her husband is a postal worker. They have four kids and during the winter
months, their combined utilities can climb to $1,000 a month, eclipsing their
$798 mortgage. They were on a payment plan for their gas this winter after
receiving a shut-off notice, and she said they were still paying off a water bill
from their previous home.

“Every month we get our utility bills, I'm so angry. I'm like, “Why is this
s0 high?”” she said, adding it’s not unusual to pay $200 to $300 for electricity
and the same for water, sewage and garbage combined every month. “And we
can’t figure it out. Nothing seems to be wrong ... and we’re not wasteful.”

Bills introduced that would have temporarily frozen electricity rates in West
Virginia or helped those who are most vulnerable went nowhere this year in
the state legislature even though increased energy costs are often passed on
to ratepayers. The Public Service Commission has approved a flurry of rate
hikes in recent years as private utilities grapple with maintaining profits while
improving infrastructure in a mountainous, sparsely populated state.

It’s been a particularly tough burden for some small businesses to carry. In the
western town of Ravenswood, just across the river from Ohio, some shop owners
were forced to shut down this winter because they couldn’t pay their electric bills.

Heather Santee said the power at her bakery was abruptly terminated just
ahead of Valentine’s Day. She was behind on her bill, but said she would
have been able to pay the necessary chunk of the $4,000 she owed if she could
have stayed open long enough to fulfill the holiday orders. Instead, the shut-
off forced her out, leaving the tenants living in apartments upstairs without
heat too.

“Once [ started getting those high electric bills in the winter, I was like,
“This will be what closes me down,’” she said, adding the bakery was her
dream and the loss has her thinking maybe it would be better to just leave the
state altogether. “West Virginia is holding back a lot of people because they
are allowing these bills to be so high.”

She’s not alone. Just a couple blocks down the street, Anthony Crihfield
Jones packed up his overstock retail shop, JCD Bargain and Trade, moving
inventory to another warehouse because he can no longer afford to pay thou-
sands of dollars in electricity charges for his home and businesses.

Even though he still supports Trump, after leaving the Democrats to vote
Republican, he’s becoming increasingly concerned that neither party cares
about struggling people in America.

“All T heard was ... ‘Drill, baby, drill,”” he said, repeating Trump’s popular
catch phrase to encourage domestic energy production. “OK. Well, they’re
drillin’. Why’s my bill the same?”
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Soderbergh’s film probes legacy, creativity and right to judge art

McKellen and Coel are razor-sharp in art comedy ‘Christophers’

LOS ANGELES, April 9, (AP): “The
Christophers” looks like an art heist
movie at first. A couple of wannabe
heirs (James Corden and Jessica Gun-
ning) hire a restoration specialist
(Michaela Coel) to finish a series of
paintings by their famous father (Ian
McKellen), who wants nothing to do
with them or the uncompleted works
that would surely command an astro-
nomical price tag.

The offspring, whom McKel-
len’s Julian Sklar vividly describes
as wrecks - one a train wreck, one a
shipwreck - feel they deserve an inher-
itance they’re smart enough to know
they won’t receive through any will
- or talent of their own. The specialist
and sometimes forger Lori (Coel) has
other motives. There’s the promise of
paying rent, yes, but there’s also an el-
ement of revenge. Lori and Julian have
a kind of history that the movie will
reveal in time. She’s also been publicly
critical of his later works.

But “The Christophers” is not an
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This image released by Neon shows Michaela Coel, (left), and lan McKel-
len in a scene from ‘The Christophers.’ (AP)

“Ocean’s” movie or a “Logan Lucky,”

which is to say it’s not really a heist.

Judge cites drug dealings

LOS ANGELES, April 9, (AP): A
federal judge on Wednesday hand-
ed down a sentence of 15 years in
prison to a woman who pleaded
guilty to selling actor Matthew
Perry the ketamine that killed him
in 2023.

“You’re going to have to show
some epic resilience,” Judge Sheri-
lyn Peace Garnett said to Jasveen
Sangha, echoing the defendant’s
words earlier in the hearing about
her self-improvement.

Citing the unique role Sangha
admitted to playing in Perry’s
death and her broader drug-dealing
business, the
judge  gave
the 42-year-
old a sentence
that will al-
most certainly
be more than
all four of her
co-defendants
combined.

The hear-
ing Wednes-
day in a Los
Angeles
courtroom Wwas in many ways
the pinnacle of the 2 1/2-year in-
vestigation and prosecution that
followed the overdose death of
the 54-year-old actor, whose
role as Chandler Bing on NBC’s
“Friends” in the 1990s and 2000s
made him one of the biggest televi-
sion stars of the era.

Keith Morrison, Perry’s stepfa-
ther and correspondent for NBC’s
“Dateline,” told the judge that he
and Perry’s mother, Suzanne, feel
a “daily, grinding sadness and sor-
row.”

“There was a spark to that man
I have never seen anywhere else,”
Morrison said. “He should have
had another act. Two more acts.”

Just before she was sentenced,
Sangha told the judge she wears
her shame “like a jacket.”

“These were not mistakes. They
were horrible decisions,” Sangha
said, which “shattered people’s
lives and the lives of their family
and friends.”

Prosecutors secured the ex-
act sentence they asked for after
casting Sangha as a “Ketamine
Queen” who had an elaborate
drug operation catering to high-
end clients to give herself a jet-
setting lifestyle.

Sangha’s attorneys argued the
time she has spent in jail since her
August 2024 indictment should
be sufficient, pointing to her good
behavior behind bars and lack of
prior arrests.

Perry

‘Ketamine Queen’ jailed
for 15 yrs in Perry’s death

Perry was found dead in the hot
tub at his Los Angeles home in
October 2023. The medical exam-
iner ruled that ketamine, typically
used as a surgical anesthetic, was
the primary cause of death - and
drowning was a secondary cause.

Mark Geragos, Sangha’s attor-
ney, said “pernicious” addiction
was truly responsible for Perry’s
death, not his client.

“There was nobody who was
going to stop Mr. Perry from doing
what he was going to do,” Geragos
said.

In September, Sangha became
the last of five co-defendants to
plead guilty, admitting to one
count of using her home for drug
distribution, three counts of distri-
bution of ketamine, and one count
of distribution of ketamine result-
ing in death.

Geragos denounced the prosecu-
tion’s use of the moniker “Keta-
mine Queen,” blaming it on E.
Martin Estrada, the U.S. attorney
when the case was filed.

“That was not her name, that
was his very clever name to draw
media attention this case,” Gera-
gos said.

Perry had been using the drug
through his regular doctor as a
legal off-label treatment for de-
pression. But he sought more
than the doctor would give him.
That at first led him to Dr. Sal-
vador Plasencia, who admitted to
illegally selling Perry ketamine
and was sentenced to 2 1/2 years
in prison. And, days before his
death, it led Perry to Sangha, and
a $6,000 cash buy that included
the lethal dose.

Another doctor, who admitted to
providing Plasencia the ketamine
he sold to Perry, was sentenced to
eight months of home detention.
Perry’s assistant and his friend,
who admitted acting as the actor’s
middlemen, are awaiting sentenc-
ing.
The judge said she was trying to
carefully calibrate the sentences for
the five defendants. She expressed
concern about the balance during
the hearing, asking lawyers why
Sangha deserved so much more
time than Plasencia or Perry’s as-
sistant, Kenneth Iwamasa, who
obtained and injected the drugs at
Perry’s request and injected them
into him.

Geragos seized on this and said
the disparity was outrageous.

“The person who supplies the
ammunition, they’re more culpa-
ble than the person who pulls the
trigger?” he asked.

Suzanne Morrison, mother of Matthew Perry, leaves the court after a

federal judge handed down a sentence of 15 years in prison to Jas-

veen Sangha, who pleaded guilty to selling ‘Friends’ star Matthew

Perry the ketamine that killed him in a 2023 overdose, Wednesday,
April 8, in Los Angeles. (AP)

Variety

DALLAS: A federal judge in Texas on Wednesday ordered
rapper Pooh Shiesty to remain in custody on kidnapping
charges after allegedly pulling a gun during a contract dispute
involving rapper Gucci Mane’s record label.

Pooh Shiesty, whose legal name is Lontrell Williams Jr.,
appeared before US Magistrate Judge Renee Harris Toliver
during a hearing in Dallas. Prosecutors have also charged
eight others over the alleged January confrontation at a music
studio, where the victims were allegedly robbed at gunpoint.

Prosecutors have declined to name the victims, and an FBI
affidavit attached to a criminal complaint only refers to them

There’s the tease of one, right up until

the end, and the promise of the con.

This latest film by the great and aston-
ishingly prolific Steven Soderbergh is
not out to give the audience what they
think they want from him. Instead, it’s
a meditation on art, legacy, creativity
and the oh-so-touchy subject of who
has the right to critique. It might sound
a bit dreary, but Ed Solomon’s razor-
sharp script and the brilliant pairing
of McKellen and Coel make this lean
two-hander breeze by.

You can read however much you
want into how much Soderbergh (or
Solomon) may or may not relate to
Julian, who is determined to burn,
bury and shred the unfinished “Chris-
tophers,” a series of paintings of a for-
mer boyfriend that became his most
famous. It’s a fun and prickly exercise
for any creative person to reconcile
with the peaks and lulls of a long ca-
reer in the arts - and Julian is luckier
than most. He actually got famous and
relatively wealthy from his paintings.

Julian huffs that “to judge art one
must possess the skills to make said

art.” It’s the kind of statement that, if
given in an interview, might launch a
thousand think pieces. Julian is both
old and a devout rebel, with a lifetime’s
worth of wisdom, wit and burned
bridges in his arsenal. It’s a potent
combination ripe for internet virality,
but at the moment his online presence
is mostly relegated to something akin
to Cameo messages for 149 pounds a
pop (249 if he mimes a signature).
When Lori arrives, he suddenly has
an audience for his theatrical, nonstop
musings: fun for McKellen, his charac-
ter and the audience, but not so much
for Lori, who absorbs the monologu-
ing with steely indifference until she
decides to take more control of the
situation. There’s a bit of the genera-
tional disconnect that happens, but it’s
somehow never cliche or predictable.
The story zigs and zags with its charac-
ters as they work through the situation
at hand and the larger issues both seem
to be plagued by. The script throws a
lot of ideas out there and, refreshingly,

none of them is to be taken as dogma,
especially not Julian’s comment about
who has the right to judge art. Like
many things he says, it’s probably
just the most withering thing he could
think of at the moment.

It is a funny thing, though, to cri-
tique a movie that does have so much
to say about criticism, about what the
person behind the keyboard might ac-
tually have the guts to say out loud to
the person courageous enough to make
something and put it out in the world.
Perhaps it’s not actually that hard when
the movie is as solid as “The Christo-
phers,” or when the filmmaker in ques-
tion is on a roll like Soderbergh with
both “Presence” and “Black Bag.” His
movies may have gotten smaller, but
the verve remains.

“The Christophers,” a Neon release
in New York and LA on Friday and na-
tionwide on April 17, is rated R by the
Motion Picture Association for “lan-
guage.” Running time: 100 minutes.
Three stars out of four.

Television
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Christopher Masterson, (from left), Justin Berfield, Vaughan Murrae, Jane Kaczm

arek, Frankie Muniz, Bryan Cranston, Keeley Karsten, Kiana Madeira,

Caleb Ellsworth-Clark, Emy Coligado, and Craig Lamar Traylor attend the premiere of Hulu’s ‘Malcolm in the Middle: Life’s Still Unfair’ at the DGA New
York Theater on Tuesday, April 7, in New York. (AP)

Hulu revival mixes old chaos with new generation

‘Malcolm’ returns with questions of legacy

NEW YORK, April 9, (AP): A very
grown-up Malcolm turns to the camera
at the beginning of the new “Malcolm
in the Middle” revival and, weirdly,
has nothing to complain about.

“Yeah, 1 look different, but, hey,
everything about me is different. I'm
happy. I'm successful,” he says. “My
life is fantastic now. You want to know
how I did it? All T had to do is stay
completely away from my family.”

That’s going to be very hard to do in
Hulu’s four-part return to “Malcolm in
the Middle: Life’s Still Unfair,” which
reunites one of the zaniest and chaotic
families ever on prime time. The epi-
sodes premiere Friday.

Twenty years after the last episode
aired, we learn that Malcolm - a nerv-
ous, sputtering Frankie Muniz - is
now a father of a teen and desperate to
shield her from his dysfunctional par-
ents and siblings.

“I cannot go back to the way I was
before and I’'m not going to risk you,”
Malcolm tells her. “You have to think
of it like they’re the full moon and
we’re werewolves.”

Original series creator Linwood
Boomer and his co-producer-wife,
Tracy Katsky Boomer, batted ideas on
how to get the gang back together for
years. Both weren’t willing to make
just anything for a “shameless cash
grab.”

Linwood Boomer recalls a light
bulb went on when his wife wondered
what would it be like if Malcolm had
a daughter who was exactly like him.
“I was just like, ‘Oh my God, that kid
would be miserable,”” he says.

In addition to Muniz, Bryan Cran-
ston and Jane Kaczmarek are back as
the barely-holding-it-together parents
and Christopher Kennedy Masterson
and Justin Berfield return as brothers
Francis and Reese, respectively.

Newcomers include Keeley Karsten
as Leah, Malcolm’s deeply empathic
daughter, and Vaughan Murrae, Mal-

by their initials. One victim, R.D., is described as the owner
of 1017 Records, the label belonging to Gucci Mane, whose
legal name is Radric Delantic Davis.

Cohen said.

“I find that the weight of the evidence against you is
strong,” Toliver told Pooh Shiesty during the hearing.

She noted that the rapper had a criminal history and had
violated a home confinement order following a prior firearms
conspiracy conviction in Florida.

During the hearing, Bradford Cohen, the rapper’s attorney,
raised questions about much of the prosecution’s evidence.
“The FBI doesn’t take three months to arrest someone if they
believe everything that was said on the night that it occurred,”

Prosecutors have accused the rapper, who was arrested last

; o :
This image shows Jane Kaczmarek and Bryan Cranston, (right), in a scene
from ‘Malcolm in the Middle: Life’s Still Unfair.” (AP)

colm’s whip-smart youngest sibling,
who we last saw as a baby. Caleb
Ellsworth-Clark takes over the role of
Dewey.

Director Ken Kwapis, one of the
original directors of the show, was
tapped to return and was impressed
with how the old and new cast mem-
bers handled the physical and emo-
tional tasks.

week, of arranging the music studio meeting in Dallas to dis-
cuss the terms of his contract with 1017 Records. (AP)
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NEW YORK: Sean “Diddy” Combs * lawyers are poised to
try to persuade federal appeals court judges that the hip-hop
mogul was treated unfairly at the trial that sent him to prison
on prostitution-related charges, and that the First Amendment

should win his freedom.

Combs, currently in federal prison in New Jersey, won’t be
at Thursday morning’s arguments before a panel of three fed-
eral appellate judges. He’s challenging his conviction and more
than 4-year prison sentence. His attorneys say Combs’ conviction
should be reversed, or he should at least be freed and resentenced

“The original cast slipped back into
their roles effortlessly. But equally
important is they embraced the new
members of the cast very quickly,” he
says.

“There’s a performance level that
some people have described as high
octane. And so for the new members
of the ensemble, they had to like, ‘OK,
I’'m going to step up and do it.” And

they all hit it out of the park.”

Malcolm may desperately want to
keep his distance from his family, but
the 40th wedding anniversary of his
parents has a gravitational pull, putting
everyone on a collision course, albeit a
hysterical one.

“It’s hard to do a straight comedy
right now because everything’s very
serious in the world,” says Katsky
Boomer. “It feels nice to just unleash
good vibes so people can just take a
breather.” “Malcolm in the Middle:
Life’s Still Unfair” joins a list of new
and upcoming reboots and revivals
from the late 1990s and early 2000s,
including “Scrubs,” “King of the Hill,”
“Prison Break,” “Baywatch” and “Phi-
neas and Ferb.”

The Boomers credit Cranston for
keeping the flame of a revival alive,
staying in touch with the actors and
crew. And he’s jumped back in boldly,
despite becoming a huge star in the
intervening years. In the first episode
back, Cranston stands completely nude
as Kaczmarek’s Lois shaves his back
and nether regions.

“Malcolm in the Middle” originally
aired on Fox and ended its seven-sea-
son run in 2006. It won seven Emmy
Awards - including one for best writ-
ing for a comedy series - and currently
streams on Hulu and on Hulu on Dis-
ney+, where the revival will also live.

Linwood Boomer based “Malcolm”
on his own nutty family, and it struck
a chord, depicting childhood as a con-
stant power struggle - with bigger kids,
teachers, parents and siblings. There
were squabbles with a ferocity rare on
TV, and it was funny because it was so
grounded in truth. It was TV’s most
comically accurate view of child-rear-
ing since “Roseanne.”

“There was a line in the pilot I
would say to myself all the time - ‘I
want a better family!” - and it turns out
most families aren’t any better,” says
Boomer.

to less time. Prosecutors oppose the arguments.
In written arguments, Combs’ lawyers repeated claims

they made before the trial judge, including an assertion that
Combs’ films of sexual encounters between his girlfriends and

male sex workers amounted to “amateur pornography” and
was protected by the First Amendment. The attorneys said the
term “prostitution” should be interpreted narrowly to exclude
what they portray as voyeuristic and expressive activity.

The lawyers also argue that Combs’ sentence was too

harsh, saying the trial judge wrongly based it in part on a con-
clusion that the crimes involved fraud and coercion and that
Combs was a leader or organizer of criminal activity. Combs
was acquitted of sex trafficking and racketeering charges that
carried the potential for a life sentence. (AP)



NEWS/FEATURES

ARAB TIMES, FRIDAY-SATURDAY, APRIL 10-11, 2026

12

Experts urge families, schools to ensure safe and stable environment

Psychological support for kids in crises builds a resilient generation

KUWAIT CITY, April 9, (KUNA):
The importance of strengthening psy-
chological awareness and stability for
children is increasing in crises and
wars, given the psychological pres-
sures and behavioral impacts these
conditions impose, which may affect
their development, emotional and so-
cial balance.

Specialists told the Kuwait News
Agency (KUNA) that children were
the most affected group during emer-
gencies due to their incomplete emo-
tional and psychological maturity,
making them more vulnerable to fear,
anxiety and behavioral disorders com-
pared to adults.

They added that creating a safe en-
vironment for children in such circum-
stances requires coordination among
families, educational and health insti-
tutions, along with the role of relevant
authorities in providing psychological
support and awareness, helping reduce
negative effects and enhance feelings
of reassurance and stability.

Dr. Wa’el Abu Al-Ezz, Head Psy-
chotherapist at the Kuwait Center for
Mental Health and member of the
Child Protection Team, told KUNA
crises and wars leave direct psycho-
logical effects on children.

“In the short term, these appear as fear,
anxiety, sleep disturbances and increased
attachment to parents, especially when

Dr. Wa’el Abu Al-Ezz, Head Psy-

chotherapist at the Kuwait Center

for Mental Health and member of
the Child Protection Team.

hearing alarm sounds,” he said.

He added that these effects may
develop in the long term into anxiety
disorders or post-traumatic stress dis-
order if early intervention is absent,
negatively impacting the child’s con-
centration, academic performance and
social relationships.

He explained that there were be-
havioral indicators families should
monitor, such as sudden changes in
behavior, loss of appetite, anger or
crying episodes, social withdrawal
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Mariam Al-Bloushi, Senior Social
Specialist at the Ministry of Educa-
tion.

and regression such as bedwetting or
reverting to earlier behaviors.

He noted that treatment relies on
scientific interventions such as cogni-
tive behavioral therapy and play thera-
py, with the necessity of involving the
family as the child’s primary support
system, alongside the importance of
coordinated roles between the family,
school and health institutions to pro-
vide a safe and stable environment.

For his part, Dr. Abdulrahman Al-
Falah, Associate Professor in the De-

KUNA photos

Dr. Abdulrahman Al-Falah, Associ-

ate Professor in the Department of

Psychology at the College of Social
Sciences at Kuwait University.

partment of Psychology at the College
of Social Sciences at Kuwait Univer-
sity, stated to KUNA children were
more affected by crises than adults
because they were still in a stage of
emotional development and have not
yet fully developed the ability to un-
derstand events or regulate their emo-
tions.

Al-Falah explained that differences
in children’s responses depend on sev-
eral factors: age, personality, family
environment and the intensity of expo-

sure to events, noting that a supportive
family significantly reduces psycho-
logical impact and enhances feelings
of safety.

He added that fostering a sense of
tranquility in children depended on sim-
ple practices such as maintaining calm,
sticking to daily routines, emotional
communication, reducing exposure to
negative news and providing simplified,
age-appropriate information.

He also explained that psychological
resilience is built gradually by teaching
children to express their feelings and
training them calming techniques such
as deep breathing, as well as engaging
in positive activities, emphasizing that
resilience means the ability to deal with
fear in a healthy way.

Meanwhile, Mariam Al-Bloushi,
Senior Social Specialist at the Ministry
of Education, emphasized the impor-
tance of enhancing stability and psy-
chological safety among learners, espe-
cially children, during crises and wars.

She noted that such conditions di-
rectly affect students’ behavior, where
anger and emotional reactions may ap-
pear due to psychological pressures.

Crises could also affect academic
performance through poor concentra-
tion, distraction, lack of attention and
lower achievement, noted Al-Bloushi,
adding”These effects are natural un-
der current circumstances and require

continuous psychological and edu-
cational support.” She explained that
the Ministry of Education placed great
importance on this aspect by develop-
ing educational, social and psycho-
logical strategies, and providing social
and psychological specialists to sup-
port affected students.

Al-Bloushi pointed out that the
Ministry has provided the electronic
platform “Estashir” (Consult), su-
pervised by a group of specialized
national professionals in social and
psychological fields, ensuring access
to counselling and the provision of
psychological and social support.

“This helps assist students in over-
coming various challenges confiden-
tially and contributes to enhancing
their psychological balance and sense
of safety and stability during this pe-
riod,” said Al-Baloushi.

She appreciated efforts of teachers
in implementing educational strate-
gies through distance learning.

Al-Baloushi concluded with a mes-
sage to every family in the country:
“mental health is no longer optional
but a necessity for maintaining bal-
ance and stability. It is one of the most
important responsibilities of families
in building a strong, confident genera-
tion capable of taking responsibility
and contributing to the progress of
Kuwait.”

Premieres
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K-pop band BTS fans from Philippines take a souvenir photo at the venue

for the BTS World Tour Arirang in Goyang, South Korea, Thursday, April
9. (AP)

First after 4-year break

Fans gather as BTS starts
world tour in South Korea

HATTIESBURG, Miss., April 9, (AP): In the cramped backroom of a theater,
Vicki Taylor glues together tiny figurines that peer over electrical boxes, canoe
down drainage pipes and hide in nooks and crannies waiting to be found by some-
one curious enough to get on their hands and knees to search.

Taylor and her husband, Rick, opened the Hattiesburg Pocket Museum - also
known as “Mississippi’s Tiniest Museum” - in 2020, hoping to bring joy and traf-
fic to the city’s downtown during the COVID-19 shutdown. The surreal scenes she
creates have helped transform a gray, smelly alley into a major community hub

and tourist destination.

“You may come feeling down, but you’re going to leave excited,” said Brianna
Moore, who lives in Hattiesburg and routinely brings her two sons to the free

museum. “My boys love it.”

The museum started as a small window display facing into the alley behind
Hattiesburg’s Saenger Theater. It has since grown to include a tiny art gallery, a
movie theater, colorful murals, a keychain and DVD exchange, a rainbow bridge
for the collars of departed pets, and a motion-activated dance spot that plays music

along with disco lighting.

“It is the average alley that is in everyone’s town,” Taylor said. “It just took,
like, looking at it in a different way to envision what it could be.”

Taylor’s husband is the executive director of the Hattiesburg Convention Com-
mission, which runs the museum and the theater. The organization estimates more
than 300,000 people have visited since the museum opened, coinciding with a
more than 40% increase in Hattiesburg’s tourism economy, according to Visit

Hattiesburg CEO Marlo Dorsey.

Dorsey credited the growth to a concerted effort by city leaders to develop and
promote the city’s culture, recreational activities and art scene, including an initia-
tive to paint 100 murals across the city. Unique attractions like the Hattiesburg
Pocket Museum and the nearby Lucky Rabbit, a massive vintage store known for
its creative displays, also attract visitors, Dorsey said.

Tony Lymon, who has lived in Hattiesburg since 1990, said he has watched a
“monumental rebirth” in the city’s downtown over the past decade. He recently
opened eYrthBeat Coffee Company a short walk from the museum, and believes
the downtown attractions help bring customers to his shop.

The pocket museum has also served as a proving ground for local artists. Gabby
Smith, who has painted several murals in the alley, said it helped her build confi-
dence as she was pivoting to pursue art as a full-time career. She now watches her
children run through the alley, pointing at various murals and asking, “Mommy,

did you paint that one too?”

“This is a city that believes in art and believes in artists,” said Shaw Ingram,
who opened Wax Fantastic Records downtown in November. “There’s nowhere

else I would want to open this business.”

Stage

Elle Fanning (left) and Nicole Kidman attend the Apple TV series premiere of ‘Margo’s Got Money Troubles’ at
Regal Union Square on Wednesday, April 8, in New York. (AP)

Herding calls, mocking songs captivate audience

Jaa brings Finnish folk to Met’s ‘Innocence’

NEW YORK, April 9, (AP): When
Vilma Jai enrolled at the Sibelius
Academy to study folk music she nev-
er expected to end up playing a major
role in one of the 21st century’s most
acclaimed operas.

Kaija Saariaho, Finland’s leading
opera composer, was working on a
piece called “Innocence” and wanted
one of the characters to sing in a style
based on Finnish folk music rather
than with a traditional operatic sound.
She had heard Jdd’s work on YouTube
and asked her to make an audition tape.

“I said yes, that’s cool,” Jdi said.
“Everyone knows Kaija in Finland, so
I knew her name, but I hadn’t listened
to her music because I wasn’t into clas-
sical music.”

She grew up in Helsinki with a fa-
ther who loved opera, but her musical
tastes were more influenced by her
mother. “Her side of the family has
been into folklore for I don’t know
how long,” Jdi said. “My mother did
folk dancing, taught it, and organized
festivals of folk music and costumes.”

On the audition tape, she offered
Saariaho samples of four different folk
traditions - two of which ended up in
the opera. “She liked what she saw,”
Jéid recalled. “And that’s how I found
my way into this.”

Her role as Markéta thrust Jdi into
the international opera scene, starting
with the world premiere of “Inno-
cence” at the Aix-en-Provence festival
in France in 2021, then productions in
London, Amsterdam, San Francisco,
and now New York, where “Inno-
cence” is playing at the Metropolitan
Opera through April 29.

The opera, which runs just under
two hours with no intermission, takes
place in two time periods 10 years
apart that - in director Simon Stone’s
production - play out simultaneously
on a split-level revolving set.

In the present is a wedding banquet,
where the characters include a waitress
whose connection to the groom’s fam-
ily gradually becomes clear. In the past
is an international school that was the
scene of a horrific shooting. There are
roles in Sofi Oksanen’s libretto for 13
characters, who sing or speak in a vari-
ety of languages.

Susanna Milkki, who led the pre-
miere in Aix and is conducting at the
Met, said Saariaho wanted to have
“a multitude of musical elements. ...

This image released by the Metropolitan Opera shows mezzo-soprano Joyce DiDonato, (left), and folk singer
Vilma Jaé during a rehearsal for Kaija Saariaho’s ‘Innocence,’ at the Metropolitan Opera in New York on March
31, 2026. (AP)

Even the spoken parts have different
qualities. ... It’s an extraordinary va-
riety, and of course the most striking
part is indeed Vilma’s because it’s un-
expected.”

Saariaho, who died two years af-
ter the premiere, had already written
some music for Jdd’s first scene, but
once she got involved the two of them
worked on the role together.

“Everything after she wrote for my
voice and the techniques I introduced
to her,” said Jdi, whose character is a
pupil in the school and also the daugh-
ter of the waitress.

“I showed her which vowels to use,
how high you can do each technique,”
Jad said. “Whenever she composed
something for me she would send it
over and ask, Does this work? How
does this sound? How would you sing
this?”

“Kaija was aware that she wasn’t the
expert in that Finnish folk tradition,”
said Stone. “So of course she was lean-
ing into someone who had just spent

years at university studying it.”

One of the folk traditions that figure
in Markéta’s music is the herding call
or Karjankutsu, which Jai describes as
“very high-pitched, very straight, no
vibrato.”

“It’s a call, so it’s not trying to be
beautiful,” she said. “It’s trying to be
loud so that your herd will hear you,
like 5 kilometers away when they’re
roaming around the forest.”

The other tradition is Viena Kare-
lian yoik. “Most of them are mocking
songs toward young men,” she said,
“so they have this voice-breaking
technique. Whenever there is the let-
ter H you would break your voice, and
you also add syllables so you can use
the voice-breaking in the middle of a
word. Then you have a part where you
just improvise with the voice breaking

.. very few notes, maybe only three
pitches.”

Stone said there is “a kind of inno-
cence to her as a character who didn’t
ever grow up into adulthood. Which

means that her almost naive folksing-
ing style allows it to feel slightly free
of the very complex psychological
burden that a lot of the rest of the mu-
sic has.”

Mezzo-soprano Joyce DiDonato,
who portrays Markéta’s mother,
said, “it’s almost like having Kaija in
the room with us because it’s such a
unique portrayal. ... Vilma has this
beautiful presence and serenity about
her, and it makes the closing scene of
having to let her go terribly poignant.”

When Jdd isn’t performing in “In-
nocence” she pursues a busy career as
singer, composer, fiddler, researcher
and recording artist. Her 2023 debut
album “Kosto” blended Finnish folk-
lore with electronic music.

Does she imagine herself ever per-
forming in another opera? “Sure, if a
composer would write a role for me,”
she said. “Nothing compares to sing-
ing live with a full orchestra ... be-
cause the music lives and breathes. It’s
something pop music can never do.”
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About 80% of breast cancer biopsies turn out benign

New scan promises clearer cancer diagnoses, fewer biopsies

The Conversation is an independent and nonprofit source of news, analy-
sis and commentary from academic experts.

a a a
By Quing Zhu
Washington University in St. Louis

Itrasound is widely used in breast cancer diagnosis. While it can effectively

show that a lump is filled with fluid - indicating it is unlikely to be cancer - it
cannot reliably determine whether a solid mass is benign or cancerous. This often
leads doctors to order breast biopsies to confirm the presence of cancer.

However, most breast biopsies do not detect cancer. In the US, more than 1 mil-
lion breast biopsies are performed each year, and about 80% of them are benign.
Unnecessary biopsies are linked to potential harms, including increased anxiety,
complications from the procedure and medical costs. Despite advances in breast
imaging, breast biopsy remains the only definitive method to determine whether a
suspicious lump is cancerous.

My work as an engineer focuses on improving imaging technology to detect
and diagnose cancer. Breast cancer grows when the tumors form new blood ves-
sels and consume more oxygen. This makes examining blood vessels and oxygen
levels potential biomarkers that could improve breast cancer diagnosis.

Diffuse optical tomography, or DOT, is an imaging technology that uses near-
infrared light to measure total blood hemoglobin concentration and oxygen levels
- key indicators of tumor activity - in the breast lump. It does not require patients
to be injected with contrast dyes to make the image clearer.

My team and I found that combining ultrasound with DOT can improve the
accuracy of breast cancer diagnoses and reduce unnecessary breast biopsies. The
ultrasound provides information about the structure of a breast lump, while DOT
provides information about its function, and this data together can improve breast
cancer diagnosis.

In our study, we imaged 226 patients recommended for routine breast biopsy
using our new hand-held imaging technology, which combines ultrasound with
diffuse optical tomography. These patients had either breast cancer or benign
lumps, and their final diagnosis was confirmed with a biopsy.

Radiologists initially evaluated each patient using standard imaging methods,
such as ultrasound and mammography. They then reviewed additional information
from DOT images. Importantly, the radiologists and engineers were blinded to the
biopsy results when determining diagnoses.

We observed significant biological differences between cancerous and benign
lumps. Cancerous lesions had significantly higher levels of hemoglobin and lower
levels of oxygen than noncancerous tissue. More aggressive cancers showed even
higher hemoglobin concentrations and lower oxygen levels than less aggressive

tumors.

When radiologists were able to review DOT measurements, biopsies of benign
lumps decreased by approximately 25%. The false-negative rate was 1.8%, which
aligns with medical guidelines that recommend monitoring rather than an immedi-
ate biopsy.

Breast cancer is the most commonly diagnosed cancer in women worldwide.
There were approximately 2.3 million new cases and 670,000 deaths reported in
2022. If these rates continue, researchers project around 1.1 million breast cancer-
related deaths will occur in 2050.

More accurate, noninvasive diagnostic tools can not only reduce unnecessary
biopsies but also lead to more precise and efficient diagnoses. Beyond ultrasound,
researchers have also explored combining other imaging techniques with DOT,
including X-ray mammography, 3D mammography

and MRI. However, DOT systems combined with mammography and MRI
are more difficult for routine use in the clinic compared to ultrasound. My team is
working to further refine our technology, including incorporating Al tools to help
process imaging data.

Minimizing avoidable procedures can help preserve a patient’s quality of life
and reduce health care costs. I believe these improvements can collectively have
a meaningful and far-reaching effect on patient care and the broader health care
system. (AP)

Science behind brief pause

Why sitting in car before,
or after work iIs common

NEW YORK, April 9, (AP): Have you ever pulled into the driveway of
your home or a parking lot spot and just ... stayed there?

Maybe it’s a few minutes, or half an hour. You might be scrolling on
your phone, belting out a favorite song or just staring into the distance.

Scroll through TikTok and you’ll find countless videos of people won-
dering aloud why they’re doing the same thing: arriving at work, home,
the gym, and then just sitting in their car. Some get there early on purpose.
Others stay long after they’ve parked.

The behavior is so common it’s become its own kind of ritual, one
people are increasingly recognizing and sharing online.

It turns out, science has a few ideas for why people do this. Whether in
a car, on a sidewalk or just outside a door, that temporary pause can act as
a buffer between one part of the day and the next. And while there isn’t an
extensive body of research to back it up, experts say this can be good for
you - if you keep a few things in mind.

“Alot of times we’re just going 100 miles an hour,” said Jenny Taitz, a
clinical psychologist who runs her own practice in Beverly Hills. “But if
we can literally stop, like slow down, take a step back, observe, proceed
mindfully, maybe like a few minutes to reset between activities, it kind of
gives you an ability to be intentional.”

Brief moments alone can help reset emotions when moving from
one thing to another - like leaving work stress behind before coming
home.

“By taking a brief little break, you can at least take a moment to relax
and prepare before moving forward,” said psychologist Anthony Vaccaro
with the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. Vaccaro sits in his
parked car for a few minutes after arriving home from work, turning up
the speakers to listen to just one more song.

People seek out these breaks to process, recalibrate and shake off the
gloom. And doing it in a car make sense because “it’s an in-between
space,” according to psychologist Thuy-vy Nguyen with Durham Uni-
versity in England and founder of Solitude Lab, which studies how being
alone affects and rejuvenates us.

The car is an environment people can have total control over, from the
temperature to the music.

Scientists say taking brief moments to decompress during the workday
and after can improve mood, sharpen focus and boost energy levels.

When it comes to breaks in the car, though, whether that pause helps -
or hurts - depends on how the time is spent.

“If you’re in your car scrolling and thinking about something that’s up-
setting to you or ruminating, you know, in your head spiraling, the parked
car is not a reset. It’s the stressor,” said Taitz.

Scrolling on your phone can pull your attention toward what’s happen-
ing on the screen, which can in turn make it harder to decompress.

If sitting in a parked car has become a habit, be mindful of how you’re
spending the time. Take a few moments to slow your breathing, listen to
a familiar song or make a simple plan for how you want to show up next -
whether that’s feeling calmer, more patient or more focused. Even a short
pause can shift your state.

“You could change your blood pressure in five minutes,” Taitz said,
referring to simple techniques like slowing your breathing or relaxing
your body.

There’s a difference between a helpful reset and avoidance. If the
parked car breaks are making you late for important meetings or dinner
with friends, or it feels difficult to get out of the car and confront the rest
of the day, they may do more harm than good - or indicate that something
more serious is going on.

“It’s really about why you’re doing it, and whether it’s interfering with
other aspects of your life. That’s really what’s going to determine whether
this is a good or bad behavior for you,” Vaccaro said.

Decompressing in a car can be about more than just shaking off stress.
The sheer volume of information people take in every day can make a
quiet pause even more essential and rewarding.

“We’re always juggling so much, not taking a lot of time to slow things
down,” Taitz said. “Trying to find those moments can allow for things to
be happier and more joyful and fulfilling.”

Think of it less like stalling, and more like refueling.

A driver sits in his car in an empty parking lot in Calama, Chile,
Friday, April 14, 2023. (AP)

New hope for cancer patients

China to launch world’s first
CAR-T therapy for solid tumors

SHANGHALI, April 9, (AP): A groundbreaking new CAR-T cell therapy for ad-
vanced gastrointestinal cancers is expected to become available in China in the
first half of 2026, marking a major step forward in cancer treatment. Jiahui Inter-
national Cancer Center will be among the leading medical institutions offering
access to this innovative therapy for eligible patients.

The therapy, known as satri-cel (CT041), is the world’s first CAR-T treatment
specifically developed for solid tumors targeting Claudin18.2, a biomarker com-
monly found in gastric (stomach) and pancreatic cancers.

A New Era in Cancer Treatment

CAR-T therapy is a highly personalized treatment that uses a patient’s own
immune cells, reprogrammed to recognize and attack cancer cells with precision.
Unlike traditional therapies, CAR-T cells can expand inside the body and continue
to fight cancer over time.

While CAR-T has already transformed outcomes in blood cancers, this new
therapy represents a major breakthrough in treating solid tumors, where effective
options have historically been limited.

Clinical studies conducted in China have demonstrated encouraging outcomes
for patients with advanced gastric and gastroesophageal cancers: These results
have been presented at leading international conferences and published in top-tier
medical journals, highlighting the global significance of this therapy.

This image from video provided by NASA shows the Artemis Il crew, from left, Commander Reid Wiseman, mission
specialist Christina Koch, pilot Victor Glover and Canadian astronaut and mission specialist Jeremy Hansen as
they answer media questions during a video conference Wednesday, April 8. (AP)

Emotional lunar tribute

Artemis Il crew follows Apollo tradition,
names lunar features after loved ones

HOUSTON, April 9, (AP): Lunar love
knows no bounds.

Now hurtling home from the moon,
the Artemis II astronauts took a poi-
gnant page from Apollo 8 earlier this
week, proposing deeply personal
names for a pair of lunar craters.

Commander Reid Wiseman and his
crew asked permission to name one
small, fresh crater after their capsule
called Integrity and another after his
late wife, Carroll. Canadian astronaut
Jeremy Hansen made the request right
before Monday’s lunar fly-around.
Wiseman was too emotional to talk.

Carroll Wiseman, a neonatal nurse,
died of cancer in 2020.

“Just for me personally, that was
kind of the pinnacle moment of the
mission for me,” Wiseman said from
space Wednesday night.

During Apollo 8 in 1968, astronaut
Jim Lovell bestowed his wife’s name
upon a prominent lunar peak: Mount
Marilyn. It was humanity’s first trip to
the moon and she anxiously awaited
his return back home in Houston.

The three Americans and one Ca-
nadian of Artemis II are the first lunar
visitors since Apollo 17 closed out
that grand epoch in 1972, and their
crater-naming request temporarily left
ground controllers speechless.

“It was definitely a very emotional
moment. I don’t think most of us knew
it was coming,” NASA lunar scientist
Ryan Watkins told The Associated
Press on Wednesday from Johnson
Space Center in Houston. “There was

not a single dry eye.”

Mission Control’s lead scientist
Kelsey Young worked with the Arte-
mis II astronauts before launch, quietly
helping them choose the two bright,
relatively young craters, which they
quickly spied once they were close
enough to the moon through zoom
lenses as well as their naked eyes.

Wiseman said his crewmates came
up with the idea and approached him
about it while they were in quarantine
a few days before liftoff. His response:
“Absolutely, I would love that, I think
that’s just the best. And I said, ‘But I
can’t give the speech, I can’t give the
talk,”” he recalled during a crew news
conference, saying he was too over-
whelmed.

Proposed Carroll Crater is at the
moon’s left limb on the boundary of
the moon’s near and far sides, and
occasionally visible from Earth. It’s
rather shallow and approximately 3
miles (5 kilometers) across, according
to Watkins. The slightly bigger Integ-
rity crater is completely on the lunar
far side.

Their request came shortly after
they broke Apollo 13’s distance re-
cord for deep-space travelers. All four
astronauts wept as they embraced in a
group hug.

“We lost a loved one. Her name was
Carroll, the spouse of Reid, the mother
of Katie and Ellie,” Hansen radioed,
his voice breaking. “It’s a bright spot
on the moon and we would like to call
it Carroll.”

Mission Control fell silent for nearly
a minute before replying: “Integrity
and Carroll crater, loud and clear.”

The emotion-drenched scene was
vastly different from the 1960s and
1970s Apollo moonshots in more ways
than one. NASA’s Apollo all-male test
pilots were for the most part all busi-
ness and tear-free.

“This is no fault of Apollo,” Wat-
kins said. “I think we’re seeing just a
more human aspect.”

Once back on Earth later this week,
the crew will submit the two proposed
names to the International Astronomi-
cal Union.

Nearly a half century passed be-
tween Apollo 8 and the union’s sign-
off of Mount Marilyn in 2017.

The IAU’s Ramasamy Venugopal
promised a decision on Carroll and In-
tegrity in about a month, the norm “for
straightforward requests.”

There already are 81 astronaut-
named lunar features on the group’s
approved list, including Apollo 16’s
Baby Ray and Gator, and Apollo 17°s
Lara named for the lead female charac-
ter in the 1965 film “Doctor Zhivago.”

Some Apollo-era nicknames didn’t
make the cut.

Apollo 17 commander Gene Cer-
nan, the last astronaut to walk on the
moon, dubbed a split boulder “Tracy’s
Rock,” after his young daughter in
1972.

And in 1969, Apollo 12 commander
Pete Conrad nicknamed his touchdown
spot “Pete’s Parking Lot.”

To expose ‘lies’ that have made Americans sick

Global action

France hosts One

Health summit

PARIS, April 9, (KUNA): France
hosted the One Health Summit in Lyon
to strengthen international cooperation
in addressing health, food, and envi-
ronmental risks, the Elysee said in a
press statement Monday.

The statement said, “The One
Health approach aims to sustainably
balance and optimize the interdepen-
dent, inseparable, and closely connect-
ed health of people, animals, plants,
and ecosystems.”

The One Health Summit will bring
together, for the first time, heads of
state and government from around the
world, representatives of relevant in-
ternational and regional organizations,
parliamentarians, scientists, as well as
representatives from the private sector,
civil society, local authorities, devel-
opment banks, and youth organiza-
tions, to accelerate the implementation
of the “One Health” approach.

Commenting on the occasion, French
President Emmanuel Macron said, “‘we
have no time to lose. We urgently need to
find coordinated responses based on sci-
ence and prevention to restore hope for
progress. We urgently need to take action
in light of these principles, factoring in
the impacts of climate change, environ-
mental degradation, biodiversity loss
and pollution on both human and animal
health. We need to lean into these urgent
challenges as we have done with the One
Planet summits for the last nine years.

France stands firmly by its intention
to build effective multilateralism to
protect our global public goods.

We will work with all stakeholders to
do so, including heads of international
and regional organizations, representa-
tives of the scientific and academic com-
munity, the private sector, civil society,
young people, local government bodies,
development banks and philanthropic ac-
tors. This Summit will be first and fore-
most a summit of action. We will take
action with the One Health approach as
our guiding principle. With a simple idea:
protecting health and nature must be ad-
dressed together.

As we know from the COVID-19
pandemic, our health depends on pro-
tecting the living world.

Only on this condition will we be
able to understand, predict, control and
thereby prevent numerous diseases,
infectious and non-communicable, and
protect our societies from the political,
economic and social impacts of these
shared challenges. We will take action
with clear objectives.

First of all, investing in prevention.
Science is categorical: it is approximately
a hundred times less expensive to invest
in prevention than to handle the repercus-
sions of a health emergency.

We need to strengthen our preven-
tion systems by leveraging science,
research and education for all. We also
need to find new cooperation solu-
tions, as we did during the COVID-19
pandemic, by means of coordinated
international action, innovative public-
private partnerships and involvement
of all players prepared to engage to
take concrete action.

HHS podcast to focus on public health, policy

NEW YORK, April 9, (AP): Health Secretary Rob-
ert F. Kennedy Jr. is launching a new podcast that
he says will begin “a new era of radical transparency
in government,” according to a teaser video first ob-
tained by The Associated Press.

The show, titled “The Secretary Kennedy Pod-
cast,” will launch next week and feature Kennedy, a
longtime anti-vaccine crusader who has reshaped the
country’s health policy, in conversation with doctors,
scientists and agency staff, US Department of Health
and Human Services officials told the AP ahead
of the launch. In the teaser video, in a slick HHS-
branded studio with ominous music playing in the
background, Kennedy bills it as a new way to expose
corruption and lies that have made Americans sick.

“We’re going to name the names of the forces that
obstruct the paths to public health,” Kennedy says in
the nearly 90-second clip.

Joining the Trump administration last year gave
Kennedy a new platform for his views, some of
which contradict the overwhelming consensus of sci-
entists. A podcast could further elevate those ideas,
and further remove HHS agencies from their long-
held reputation as a “safe harbor for information,”
said Lawrence Gostin, a public health law expert at
Georgetown University.

Administration officials say the show will help
spread an important message about chronic disease
and improving health to a wider audience.

“This is part of our larger strategy to bring the
Make America Healthy Again message to as wide an
audience as we can,” said Liam Nahill, HHS digital
director.

The new communication effort from HHS comes
as the department has faced a bevy of recent setbacks,
including widespread criticism of its vaccine policy
changes, a federal ruling last month blocking several

Secretary of Health and Human Services Rob-

ert F. Kennedy, Jr. speaks during a fireside chat

with CPAC Senior Fellow Mercedes Schlapp at

the Conservative Political Action Conference

(CPAC) in Dallas, Saturday, March 28, 2026.
(AP)

of those moves, and resistance from key Republican
senators that has kept President Donald Trump’s sur-
geon general pick from taking office. In that way, it
could be seen as part of a rebranding strategy as the
agency focuses less on vaccine efforts and more on
a less contentious healthy food agenda ahead of No-
vember’s midterm elections.

The show, which has been in the works since early
in the second Trump administration, also reflects
Kennedy returning to a format where he has long felt
at ease. He hosted his own podcast before entering
office, and has appeared on dozens to share his per-
spectives in longform interviews.

Tyler Burger, HHS digital communications man-
ager and the producer of the new podcast, said while
Food and Drug Administration Commissioner Marty

Makary has a podcast, officials believe Kennedy’s
will be the first to be hosted by a sitting cabinet sec-
retary.

“We’re kind of bringing podcasting into the gov-
ernment as an official form and arm of our messag-
ing,” Burger said. He said the set for the show was
pieced together largely with items the agency already
had, and has the capacity for a total of four people to
sit in conversation together.

Because podcasts are now commonly made not
only on audio but video, they are regularly clipped
and shared across social media platforms, giving
them “massive” reach, according to Melina Much, a
postdoctoral fellow for New York University’s Cen-
ter for Social Media and Politics.

Much said podcasts also tend to be more intimate,
conversational and friendly than a traditional inter-
view, allowing administration officials to promote
themselves without facing as much pushback.

Critics suggested the show would be used to
spread falsehoods. It’s “just another official chan-
nel to spread misinformation that will inject more
dangerous conspiracy theories into the mainstream,”
said Grace Silva, spokesperson for 314 Action, a left-
leaning political action committee aimed at electing
scientists in Congress.

New episodes are expected to drop every other
week, Burger said. Though officials wouldn’t share
a list of upcoming guests, Kennedy let one slip when
he appeared as a guest on a recent episode of “The
Bossticks.” He said he recorded an episode with
Robert Irvine, the celebrity chef who has been tasked
with revamping U.S. Army meals.

While Kennedy’s teaser focuses on uncovering
lies, HHS spokesman Andrew Nixon said the show
will aim to cover affordability and other topics that
polls show are salient for voters.
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OKC locks up No. 1 seed for third straight season

Suns clinch 7th spot in West

IW

INGLEWOOD, Calif.,
April 9, (AP): Chet Hol-
mgren had 30 points and 14
rebounds, Shai Gilgeous-
Alexander added 20 points
and 11 assists, and the
Oklahoma City Thunder
clinched the NBA’s best
regular-season record with
a 128-110 victory over the
Los Angeles Clippers on
Wednesday night.

Jalen Williams scored 18 points
for the NBA champion Thunder
(64-16), who will have homecourt
advantage throughout the post-
season in their title defense after
holding off San Antonio (61-19),
which is on an 18-2 run since Feb-
ruary. Oklahoma City has won
seven straight and 19 of 20 to earn
the West’s No. 1 seed for the third
straight season.

Kawhi Leonard scored 20 points
and Brook Lopez added 16 for the
eighth-place Clippers, who had won
seven of nine. Los Angeles is 35-18
since shortly before Christmas, but
still must win one of its final two
games to extend this once-moribund
franchise’s streak to 15 consecutive
winning seasons.

The Clippers head to Portland on
Friday for a crucial game. The win-
ner almost certainly will finish eighth
in the Western Conference, while the
losers will slip to ninth, where they’ll
need two wins in the play-in tourna-

—_ »

Oklahoma City Thunder center Chet

Holmgren, left, shoots as Los Ange-

les Clippers guard Kobe Sanders

defends during the second half of

an NBA basketball game in Ingle-
wood, Calif. (AP)

ment to make the playoffs.
Suns 112 , Mavericks 107

In Phoenix, Devin Booker scored
37 points, Dillon Brooks added 28
and the Phoenix Suns edged the
short-handed Dallas Mavericks.

The Mavericks pulled within 110-
107 on John Poulakidas’ 3-pointer
with 1:08 left and had a chance to get
even closer on their next possession
but Oso Ighodaro blocked Moussa
Cisse at the rim to stop the rally.

Brooks made a driving layup with
13.7 seconds to finally put the game
away. The Suns clinched the No. 7
spot in the Western Conference play-
off race, meaning they get two
chances at home to win one game in
the play-in tournament.

Poulakidas - a 6-foot-5 undrafted
rookie who played at Yale - scored a
season-high 23 points. Rookie of the
Year front-runner Cooper Flagg had
a tough game, scoring 11 points on 4
of 19 shooting.

Spurs 112, Trail Blazers 101

In San Antonio, De’Aaron Fox
had 25 points and the San Antonio
Spurs kept rolling even with Victor
Wembanyama and Stephon Castle
sidelined by injuries, defeating the
Portland Trail Blazers.

San Antonio (61-19) is 28-3 since
Feb. 1 and has its best record since
2017, its last appearance in the
Western Conference finals during a
22-year postseason run that included
five NBA championships.

Deni Avdija scored 27 points and
Scoot Henderson added 20 for the
Trail Blazers, who have lost two
straight after a three-game winning
streak.

Portland (40-40) remains ninth in
the West, just 2 1/2 games ahead of
Golden State (37-42) heading into
the final weekend of the regular sea-
son.

San Antonio had six players in
double figures to offset the absence of
the NBA’s past two Rookie of the
Year winners. Keldon Johnson scored
20 points and rookie forward Carter
Bryant added a season-high 17.

Nuggets 136, Grizzlies 119

In Denver, Nikola Jokic had 14
points, 15 rebounds and 10 assists
for his 34th triple-double of the sea-
son, and Denver beat the Memphis
Grizzlies for the Nuggets’ 10th
straight win.

Denver (52-28) increased its hold
on the No. 3 seed in the Western
Conference with its first double-digit
winning streak since getting 15 in a
row Feb. 23-March 23, 2013. The
Nuggets lead the reeling Los Angeles
Lakers by 1 1/2 games and finish the
regular season with games against

Gill anchors Titans to strong total

NEW DELHI, India, April 9,
(AP):Gujarat Titans withstood
David Miller’s late onslaught
to record a one-run victory over
Delhi Capitals on the final ball in
the Indian Premier League.

Needing two runs off Pra-
sidh Krishna’s last ball, Miller
missed the slower short ball and
wicketkeeper Jos Buttler hit the
stumps at the striker’s end with
Kuldeep Yadav well short of his
crease as Delhi finished at 209-8.

Earlier, half-centuries from
Shubman Gill (70), Washington
Sundar (55) and Buttler (52) led
Gujarat to 210-4 after Axar Pa-
tel won the toss in Delhi’s home
game and elected to field.

Gujarat was in control when
Lokesh Rahul (92 off 52 balls)
missed out on a century and Mo-
hammed Siraj had him caught
behind in the 17th over.

With Delhi still requiring 45
of the last three overs, Miller
returned to the crease after the
South African left-hander had
got retired hurt in the 12th over
after a hand injury during bat-
ting.

Kagiso Rabada conceded just
nine runs in the 18th over before
Miller hit Siraj for 23 runs in
the penultimate over, reducing
the target to 13 of Krishna’s last
over.

Vipraj Nigam smacked Krish-
na’s first delivery over mid off
for a boundary before he got

Gujarat survives Miller’s late
blitz for 1-run win over Delhi

caught off the next ball, but Mill-
er’s big six off the fourth ball re-
duced the target to two runs from
the final two balls.

Miller could have tied the
score, but he didn’t run a single
off the fifth ball as he pulled to
deep backward square leg before
he missed out the final ball and
Yadav got run out as Gujarat fi-
nally got its first points this sea-
son after losing twice.

Rashid Khan’s superb spell of
3-17 in the middle overs brought
Gujarat back ias the leg-spinner
chipped in with the wickets of
Nitish Rana (5) and Sameer Riz-
vi for nought in one over before
rounding out his spell with the
wicket of Patel (2).

Earlier, Gill anchored Gujarat
to a strong total with two solid
partnerships. Buttler smashed
five sixes and three fours in his
27-ball blitz before he was un-
done by Yadav and got clean
bowled in the eighth over.

But Sundar and Gill kept the
momentum going with a 104-run
stand as Sundar completed his
maiden IPL fifty. Lungi Ngidi,
who consistently deceived bat-
ters with slower deliveries, had
Gill caught at mid-off with a ball
that lacked pace.

Sundar fell in the last over to
Mukesh Kumar, who finished
with expensive figures of 2-55
after conceding 12 runs of his
final over.

Gujarat Titans’ Jos Buttler plays a shot during the Indian Premier
League cricket match between Gujarat Titans and Punjab Kings in
New Chandigarh, India. (AP)

a

Denver Nuggets guard Jamal Murray, right, drives to the rim as Memphis Grizzlies guard Lucas Williamson defends in the second half of an NBA basket-
ball game in Denver. (AP)

the top two teams in the conference.

Jamal Murray scored 26 points and
Jonas Valanciunas had 14 points in
his 1,000th career game.

The wins during the streak haven’t
been easy. Memphis needed to rally
from double-digit deficits in the
fourth quarter twice, winning both in
overtime.

Cade Cunningham has double-
double in return from injury as
Pistons rout Bucks 137-111

Detroit, Cade Cunningham had 13
points and 10 assists in his return
from injury as the Detroit Pistons
beat the Milwaukee Bucks 137-111
in their home finale on Wednesday
night.

Cunningham hadn’t played since
sustaining a collapsed lung in a win
against the Washington Wizards on
March 17, but appeared comfortable
while playing 26 minutes in short
stints. He hit six of 11 field goal
attempts, including one 3-pointer,
and pulled down five rebounds.

Jalen Duren added 21 points and
nine rebounds as the Pistons won for
the sixth time in eight games. Duncan
Robinson scored 20 points on a night
where J.B. Bickerstaff kept all five
starters under 30 minutes.

Detroit (58-22) can win 60 games
for the first time since 2005-06 by
winning against the Charlotte
Hornets and Indiana Pacers in their
final two games.

Jericho Sims had a triple-double -
11 points, 11 rebounds and 10 assists
- while Ryan Rollins scored 23 points
for Milwaukee, which has lost 10 of
its last 13 games.

Cavaliers 122, Hawks116

In Cleveland, Donovan Mitchell
scored 31 points, Evan Mobley had
22 points and tied a career high with
19 rebounds, and the Cleveland
Cavaliers defeated the Atlanta
Hawks.

James Harden added 21 points for
the Cavaliers, who have won four
straight and seven of eight. Cleveland

(51-29) can finish no lower than
fourth place in the Eastern
Conference and is 1/2 game behind
New York for the third seed.

Nickeil Alexander-Walker scored
25 points and Jonathan Kuminga had
24 off the bench as Atlanta was
unable to clinch a playoff berth with
the loss. The Hawks (45-35) have
dropped their last two after winning
four straight. They are one game
ahead of Toronto for the fifth seed
but only 1 1/2 in front of Orlando to
avoid being in the play-in tourna-
ment.

It was Mitchell’s 200th regular-
season game with at least 20 points
in four years with the Cavaliers. He
is the fifth player in franchise history
to reach that milestone.

Magic 132, Timberwolves 120

In Orlando, Paolo Banchero had
20 points and eight rebounds,
Desmond Bane added 18 points and
six assists and the Orlando Magic
beat the Minnesota Timberwolves.

Franz Wagner scored 17 points
and Goga Bitadze came off the bench
with 14 points and 15 rebounds for
the Magic, who have won four
straight.

The win pulled the Magic (44-36)
up to seventh place in the tight race
for playoff/play-in positions. With
two road games remaining (Chicago
on Friday and Boston on Sunday),
they could finish anywhere between

six and ninth in the Eastern
Conference.
Terrence Shannon Jr. led the

Timberwolves with a career-high 33
points. Jaden McDaniels, back in the
lineup after missing six games with a
left knee injury, added 18 points in
19 minutes.

The Timberwolves, who have lost
five of seven, played without
Anthony Edwards (right knee injury)
and four players who started Tuesday
night’s win at Indiana that clinched
their Western Conference playoff
spot.

Usyk foresees trilogy bout with charismatic Englishman

Fury faces bear-wrestling Makhmudov In
latest comeback to heavyweight boxing

LONDON, April 9, (AP): Tyson
Fury’s latest comeback has revived
the prospect of a long-awaited
showdown with Anthony Joshua.

First, though, the self-described
“Gypsy King” needs to deal with
a Russian-born heavyweight who
wrestled a bear for fun. Arslanbek
Makhmudov is Fury’s opponent
in their 12-round fight Saturday at
Tottenham Hotspur Stadium.

Fury, the former two-time heavy-
weight champion, came out of re-
tirement for the fifth time because
he wants to “punch men in the face
and get paid for it.”

The 37-year-old Fury had called
it quits shortly after losing to Olek-
sandr Usyk in December 2024 for a
second time - his only two profes-
sional defeats.

Usyk holds the WBC, WBA and
IBF titles and at age 39 has indi-
cated he only has a few fights left
in him. The Ukrainian’s next bout,
though, has taken everyone by sur-
prise - he’s set to face kickboxing
star Rico Verhoeven in May at the
Pyramids of Giza in Egypt.

Also in May, WBO title holder
Fabio Wardley faces Daniel Dubois
in Manchester.

Usyk told The Associated Press
in a recent interview he foresees a
trilogy bout with the charismatic
Englishman: “In my head, Tyson
Fury, it’s the last dance.”

In their first meeting, Fury had
lost his WBC title to Usyk via split

Usyk during their undisputed heavyweight world championship boxing fight
at the Kingdom Arena in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. (AP)

decision in May 2024. The rematch
was a unanimous decision for Usyk.

Fury (34-2-1, 24 KOs), if he can
take care of business Saturday,
has his sights set on Joshua, tell-
ing DAZN: “That’s the fight we’re
looking to make next.”

The 36-year-old Joshua had
called out Fury after breaking Jake
Paul’s jaw in a stoppage victory
in December. Days later, though,
Joshua was involved in a fatal car
crash in Nigeria. He was a passen-
ger in the vehicle and two of his

close friends were killed.

Fury has said the tragedy is part
of what motivated him to come out
of retirement.

Joshua appears set to resume
fighting. Last weekend, he attended
the Deontay Wilder vs. Derek Chi-
sora bout in London and had a brief
exchange with Wilder after the
American beat Chisora.

The 36-year-old Makhmudov
(21-2, 19 KOs) has created some
buzz by posting a video that showed
him wrestling a bear. He explained

in a Feb. 21 social media post that
“the goal was to overcome the
threshold of fear and learn to con-
trol yourself in critical situations.”

Makhmudov hails from the Rus-
sian southern republic of Dagestan
but lives in Canada. His most recent
fight was a 12-round unanimous de-
cision over Dave Allen in October.

Makhmudov’s left eye was swol-
len shut in a loss to Guido Vianello
in 2024. He was felled by Agit
Kabayel’s body shots in a fourth-
round stoppage in 2023.

Conor Benn (24-1, 14 KOs) re-
turns to Tottenham after two mid-
dleweight slugfests there against
Chris Eubank Jr. in 2025. He lost
the first one but dominated the re-
match in November.

In the highlight of Saturday’s
undercard, the Briton faces Regis
Prograis in a bout at a catchweight
of 150 lbs. The 37-year-old Pro-
grais (30-3, 24 KOs) is a former
two-time world champion at super
lightweight (140 Ibs).

Both men are hoping for a title
shot later this year. The 29-year-old
Benn has traded verbal jabs with
WBC welterweight champion Ryan
Garcia.

The event begins at 7 p.m. local
time (2 p.m. ET) and is available on
Netflix.

Fury’s ring walk is expected at
10:30 p.m. local time (5:30 p.m.
ET), about one hour after Benn vs.
Prograis.

Global women’s sports revenue to top $3 billion in 2026

WASHINGTON, April 9, (AP):
Global women’s sports revenues
are projected to exceed $3 billion
in 2026, a significant increase over
the $2.4 billion in revenues gener-
ated in 2025, according to a report
released.

The report produced by account-
ing firm Deloitte said women’s
sports revenues internationally have
increased 340% over the last four
years. That has spurred investment
in the women’s sports ecosystem,
which in turn drives further growth
but also raises the expectations of
fans, athletes, investors and business
partners.

“Women’s sports are entering a
new phase - one defined by scale,
structure, and sustained invest-
ment,” Alicia Hatch, Deloitte’s
U.S. Sports chief commercial of-
ficer and women’s sports leader, said
in a statement. “Rising valuations
and expanding revenue streams are
consistent with a maturing market
where leagues, sponsors, and media
partners are building for long-term
success.”

The report, “ Game Changers:
Unlocking the Potential of Wom-
en’s Sports,” looks at three main
types of revenue: commercial,
broadcast and matchday. Commer-

cial revenue makes up the greatest
share at 45%.

Soccer and basketball are expect-
ed to be the the top revenue-gen-
erating women’s sports, with each
accounting for 35% of overall rev-
enues. New competitions, like Unri-
valed Basketball, and new leagues,
including the Canadian Northern
Super League in soccer, are driving
growth.

Most of the revenue globally in
2025 was generated by North America
(53%), followed by Europe (16%) and
that trend was expected to continue
this year.

But Deloitte also cited the 2025

Women’s Rugby World Cup, which
drew a record 82,000 fans to the fi-
nal in London, as well as last year’s
Women’s Cricket World Cup. In
North America, eight new women’s
leagues have been launched since
2020.

“Women’s sports are thriving and
defined by real, transformative growth
and a rapidly expanding global fan
base,” said Lara Abrash, chair of De-
loitte US. “With global revenue on
track to top $3 billion this year, the
conversation has moved beyond prov-
ing value to intentionally building a
lasting, world-class foundation for the
future.”
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Wolfsburg has another tough task at home to Frankfurt

Bayern about to break all-time Bundesliga goals record

MUNICH, April 9, (AP): One more goal to tie. Two more goals to break a
Bundesliga record which has stood for 54 years.

Bayern Munich’s game against St. Pauli on Saturday isn’t just about taking
care of business in between two high-pressure Champions League quarterfinal
games against Real Madrid. This is a chance for Vincent Kompany’s team to
go down in history.

Lennart Karl’s last-gasp winner for Bayern in a 3-2 comeback win over
Freiburg last week was Bayern’s 100th Bundesliga goal of the season.

With six games to go, Kompany’s team is one shy of the league record
of 101 goals that Bayern scored in 1971-72. That was an era when greats
like Franz Beckenbauer and Gerd Miiller propelled Bayern to a famous 11-1
demolition of Borussia Dortmund.

Averaging 3.57 goals per game puts Bayern ahead of the pace of some
all-time great teams, like the Manchester City squad featuring Sergio Agliero
which set a Premier League record of 106 goals in 2017-18, or Cristiano Ron-
aldo’s Real Madrid team which scored 121 in La Liga in 2011-12.

Chasing down either of those targets would be all the more impressive be-
cause Bayern has four fewer games to do it in, thanks to the Bundesliga’s
34-game schedule.

The all-time record in Europe’s top five leagues is 125 goals for Torino in
Serie A back in 1947-48 in a 40-game season.

St. Pauli has plenty to play for against Bayern on Saturday, too. It’s in 16th
in the 18-team Bundesliga and would have to go through a relegation playoff
if it finishes there.

Nine points behind with six games to go, it would take a miracle for Dort-
mund to stop Bayern. A tricky home game against Champions League-chas-
ing Bayer Leverkusen on Saturday only makes things harder.

Bayern’s Jonathan Tah, center, Real Madrid’s Antonio Rudiger, right, and

Real Madrid’s Vinicius Junior during the Champions League quarterfinal

first leg soccer match between Real Madrid and Bayern Munich in Madrid,
Spain. (AP)

Wolfsburg has been in the Bundesliga since 1997 but is in grave dan-
ger of relegation, four points from any chance of safety after a 6-3 loss
to Leverkusen in arguably the most entertaining game of last week.

Wolfsburg now has another tough task at home to Eintracht Frankfurt
on Saturday.

Harry Kane had looked like breaking Robert Lewandowski’s single-sea-
son goals record of 41 but fitness concerns kept him out of two of Bayern’s
last four Bundesliga games. With 31 goals already but Madrid looming on
Wednesday, Kompany needs to decide whether to risk Kane.

Full-back Julian Ryerson has flown under the radar but his 12 assists for
Dortmund are second only to Bayern’s Michael Olise, and one more than Luis
Diaz. That could bode well for linking up with Erling Haaland for Norway at
the World Cup.

The 19-year-old Yan Diomande has 10 goals and seven assists already for
Leipzig and Saturday’s game against Borussia Moenchengladbach offers him
another chance to shine ahead of Ivory Coast’s World Cup run.

Leverkusen defender Jarell Quansah is a doubt after missing his team’s last
game with a thigh injury on England duty. Winger Martin Terrier is ruled out
for the rest of the season.

Dortmund midfielder Felix Nmecha remains out with a knee ligament in-
jury that could risk his place in Germany’s World Cup squad.

Leipzig defender Castello Lukeba is out for an indefinite period after injur-
ing his adductor muscle in last week’s 2-1 win over Werder Bremen.

Dortmund has confirmed interest in signing Jadon Sancho for what would
be a third time. The former England winger is due to become a free agent at
the end of the season when his Aston Villa loan from Manchester United ends.

Crowd trouble involving dozens of fans from both teams at a second-divi-
sion game last week could prompt a harder line on fan issues from German
authorities.

Toluca, Tigres take advantag
In CONCACAF Champions Cup

NCAA panel to review new
e o
age-based eligibility rules
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Joao Klauss of the United States’ LA Galaxy

MEXICO CITY, April 9, (AP):
Portuguese striker Joao Paulo
Fernandes Paulinho scored a hat-
trick and Mexican reigning cham-
pion Toluca had a 4-2 victory over
MLS side LA Galaxy in the first leg
of their CONCACAF Champions

Cup quarterfinal series.

Nicolas Castro open the scoring in the 12th
minute and Paulinho added goals in the 43rd
and sealed the win in the 73rd and 85th min-
utes for the Diablos Rojos.

The 33-year-old Paulinho, who played for
Sporting Clube before joining Toluca in the
summer of 2024, has won three scoring titles
in Mexico and recently was called up by Portu-
gal for friendly matches against Mexico and the
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is challenged by Luan of Mexico’s Toluca during a CONCACAF Champions Cup quarterfinal first

leg soccer match in Toluca, Mexico. (AP)

Paulinho scores hat-trick

United States ahead of the World Cup.

Gabriel Pec in the 66th minute and former
Borussia Dortmund forward Marco Reus in the
77th scored for the Galaxy which has not won in
Mexico in this tournament since 2008.

The teams will play again next Wednesday in
California.

Midfielder Ozziel Herrera scored a first-half
goal and the UANL Tigres defeated the Seattle
Sounders 2-0 in the first leg of their CONCACAF
Champions Cup quarterfinal.

Herrera put the home side ahead in the 51st
minute before center back Jackson Ragen scored
an own goal in the 76th minute.

The second leg will be played next Wednesday
in Seattle. The winner will face either Nashville or
Club America in one of the semifinals.

Tigres could have taken the lead toward the end
of the first half, but former Atletico Madrid player
Angel Correa missed a penalty, sending it over the

crossbar.

Meanwhile, Midfielder Ozziel Herrera scored a
first-half goal and the UANL Tigres defeated the
Seattle Sounders 2-0.

Herrera put the home side ahead in the 51st
minute before center back Jackson Ragen scored
an own goal in the 76th minute.

The second leg will be played next Wednesday
in Seattle. The winner will face either Nashville or
Club America in one of the semifinals.

Tigres advanced after staging a comeback vic-
tory, winning 5-4 on aggregate against FC Cincin-
nati in the Round of 16. The Sounders progressed
to the quarterfinals with a 5-1 aggregate victory
over the Vancouver Whitecaps FC, the runner-up
in 2025.

Tigres could have taken the lead toward the end
of the first half, but former Atletico Madrid player
Angel Correa missed a penalty, sending it over the
crossbar.

Antonio is never one to sit still

Conte hints at Napoli exit and return to Italy job

ROME, April 9, (AP): Win and then
move on to the next challenge.

Antonio Conte never seems to
stay too long in one place and now
the fiery coach appears ready to
leave Napoli less than a year af-
ter guiding the southern club to its
fourth Serie A title.

Conte is openly campaigning for
the vacant Italy job after the Azzurri
failed to qualify for a third consecu-
tive World Cup. Such a move would
mark a return for Conte, who al-
ready coached Italy at the European
Championship a decade ago.

“If I were the federation president
I would consider myself,” Conte
said after Napoli’s 1-0 victory over

not; it’s about being realistic,” Conte
said. “We would have to be perfect
and Inter would have to make sev-
eral missteps. And from what we’ve
seen, that seems unlikely because
Inter is strong.”

If Conte does leave Napoli, it
would follow similar exits immedi-
ately after or soon after titles at Bari
(he left immediately after a Serie
B title in 2009), Juventus (he left
immediately after winning a third
straight Serie A title in 2014), Chel-
sea (he left immediately after win-
ning the FA Cup in 2018 and a year
after a Premier League title) and In-
ter (he left immediately after a Serie
Atitle in 2021).

AC Milan on Monday. “I’ve already
been with the national team and I
know what it’s like.”

Currently, though, the Italian soc-
cer federation has only a lame duck

Napoli’s Kevin De Bruyne, right, and AC Milan’s Adrien Rabiot battle
for the ball during the Italian Serie A soccer match between Napoli and

Milan in Naples, Italy. (AP)

Inter visits neighboring Como on
Sunday for its shortest trip of the
season.

Inter’s Appiano Gentile training
center north of Milan is located less

WASHINGTON, April 9, (AP): An
NCAA panel is scheduled to discuss po-
tential changes to eligibility rules that
would incorporate age into the process,
two people with knowledge of the situ-
ation said.

The people spoke to The Associated
Press on condition "
of anonymity be-
cause the NCAA
hasn’t publicly dis-
cussed the proposal.
They said the matter
was scheduled to be
reviewed and dis-
cussed by the Divi-
sion I Cabinet next
week, but not voted
on for implementa-
tion.

Yahoo Sports was first to report the
proposal. An NCAA spokesman did not
immediately return a message left by AP.

The proposal, which mirrors language
written into the executive order issued

Baker

by President Donald Trump last week,
would give athletes five years of eligibil-
ity with the clock starting at the earliest
of two dates: either when they turn 19
or graduate high school. There would be
limited exceptions but they would not
involve injuries, which has been a com-
mon reason for players to ask for extra
eligibility.

Still unknown is whether the rule
would shield the NCAA from lawsuits
over eligibility. Dozens of players have
sued for extra years, claiming injuries
and other circumstances made them can-
didates for extra eligibility. The NCAA
is seeking a limited antitrust exemption
from Congress to prevent these lawsuits.

Speaking at the Final Four over the
weekend, NCAA President Charlie Baker
said Trump wanted to figure out a way to
“get something on the books that works
and represents what most people are
looking for at this point, which is a much
simpler eligibility process, which we’ve
been talking to our committees about.”

Best of the Rest

Li agrees qualifying offer with Dallas Wings: The Dallas Wings announced
Wednesday that Chinese center Li Yueru has accepted a qualifying offer
with the WNBA side.

In 2025, Li averaged 6.0 points and 4.5 rebounds playing for the Wings
and the Seattle Storm in her third WNBA season. She posted a career-high
20 points in the Wings’ 81-80 win over the Indiana Fever on August 12.

However, Li suffered an anterior cruciate ligament sprain in her left knee
several days later and was sidelined for the remainder of the season.

Upon her recovery, Li helped Mist BC capture the 3x3 Unrivaled league
title.

In March, Li helped China secure a spot at the FIBA Women’s World Cup
with an average of 8.2 points and 5.0 rebounds across five qualifying games.

The qualifying offer signed between Li and the Wings is on a training
camp basis. The Wings will play their first pre-season game against the Fe-
ver on April 30. (Xinhua)

a Qa Q

Fire breaks out at Rio de Janeiro Olympic Park: Fire broke out Wednesday
morning at Rio de Janeiro’s Olympic Park velodrome, prompting a major
emergency response involving about 80 firefighters and 20 vehicles, au-
thorities said.

Rio state military fire department said the blaze was under control and
largely confined to the venue’s fabric roof. There have been no reported
injuries, and the interior of the building - including the Olympic Museum -
remained untouched.

While the cause of this latest incident is currently under investigation, the
facility has a history of roof fires. Two similar blazes occurred in 2017, both
caused by falling paper sky lanterns.

Since hosting track cycling during the 2016 Summer Games, the Velo-
drome has served as a primary training base for Brazil’s national cycling
and weightlifting teams. (AP)
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president after Gabriele Gravina an-
nounced that he is resigning, with
new elections called for June 22.
Gennaro Gattuso, who coached
Italy in the World Cup qualifying
playoff loss to Bosnia and Herzego-

vina, also resigned.

In the meantime, Conte can focus
on Napoli’s late-season surge af-
ter leapfrogging Milan into second
place with a visit to Parma coming
up on Sunday.

Still, Napoli trails Italian league
leader Inter Milan by seven points
with seven rounds remaining and
Conte is not expecting another ti-
tle.

“It’s not a question of believing or

than 20 kilometers (slightly more
than 10 miles) from Como’s Stadio
Giuseppe Sinigaglia.

That’s about half as far as the trip
from Appiano Gentile to the San
Siro.
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in Paris. (AP)

A PSG’s Warren Zaire-Emery, left, and
= ., B Liverpool’s Ibrahima Konate challenge

J . " ¥ for the ball during the Champions League
quarterfinal first leg soccer match be-
tween Paris Saint-Germain and Liverpool
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Kvaratskhelia dazzles as PSG leaves Liverpool reeling

Salah watches from sidelines

PARIS, April 9, (AP): Ousmane Dembélé had an off night,
but Khvicha Kvaratskhelia added another solo goal to his
collection as Paris Saint-Germain beat Liverpool 2-0 in

the first leg of their Champions League quarterfinal.

The Georgia star cut in from the left flank midway through the second
half and, with typically quick feet, skipped past a defender and the goal-
keeper before stroking in his team-leading eighth goal of the competition.

“We had chances to score more,” Kvaratskhelia said. “But I think it’s OK,
2-0 is good, but we have to stay concentrated.”

Désiré Doué put the defending champions ahead in the 11th minute with a
deflected effort. The Ballon d’Or winner Dembélé then spurned three chanc-
es at Parc des Princes. PSG coach Luis Enrique said his side should have
scored more.

“It’s a pity, clearly, we played very well and deserved more goals,” he said,
adding that he was surprised that Liverpool played so defensively. “It’s the first
time under Arne Slot that they have played with five defenders this season.”

Accepting his team was outplayed, Slot explained his decision to be so
cautious.

“They have pace from everywhere all over the pitch, no matter where you
look,” he said. “They have so many weapons, and the times when we tried to
play high and aggressive, they ripped us apart.”

When the two teams met last season in the round of 16, PSG advanced on
penalties after losing 1-0 at home and winning 1-0 at Anfield.

The task seems less difficult for PSG this time, with Liverpool facing a
trophyless season. However, six-time champion Liverpool overcame a 3-0
first-leg loss to Barcelona in the 2019 semifinals, then won 4-0 at home.

The second leg is next Tuesday at Anfield.

“I’ve been through many special evenings at Anfield,” Liverpool captain
Virgil van Dijk told TNT Sports. “Our fans are the backbone of the club, and
hopefully they can be there for us again.”

It could be another busy night for Liverpool, even at home.

“We’re not going there to defend, that’s not in our mentality,” Luis Enrique
said. “But we know there will be moments when we will suffer at Anfield. I
know that, having been there many times as a player and a coach.”

Slot’s team was reeling from a crushing 4-0 FA Cup defeat to Manchester
City, but was better led in defense. With Allison still injured, Giorgi
Mamardashvili - Kvaratskhelia’s teammate on the Georgia national team -
continued in goal for Liverpool.

Dembélé showed great technique on the edge of the penalty area before
flicking the ball left to Doué, whose deflected shot looped over Mamardashvili
and under the crossbar.

Mamardashvili atoned with a fine close-range save late in the first half
from Doué, again set up by Dembélé.

Another flowing PSG move moments later ended with Dembélé fluffing
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PSG players celebrate at the end of the Champions League quarterfinal first leg soccer match between Paris Saint-Germain and Liverpool in Paris. (AP)

his shot. But a worse finish followed, and Dembél€ held his head in his hands
after blazing over from close range in the 53rd following a cut back by Nuno
Mendes.
Dembélé hit the post late on.
Slot made five substitutions but kept Mohamed Salah on the bench the
whole game.
“In the last part of the game, it was about surviving for us,” Slot said, explain-

ing why Salah did not come on. “Mo has so many qualities, but to be defending
25 minutes inside his own box, Mo should save energy for matches to come.”
Hugo Ekitiké led the attack against his old club and shot wide early in the

second half.

Liverpool striker Alexander Isak - the British-record signing for 125 mil-
lion pounds ($170 million) - came on in the 78th on his comeback from a

broken ankle.

Barcelona faces uphill task in Madrid to end 11-year European Cup drought

Atletico silences Camp Nou to seize advantage

BARCELONA, Spain, April 9, (AP): Barcelona had hemmed Atletico into

spite being undermanned. one’s bend-but-don’t-break soccer has

Al-Ittihad stumbles in Saudi League

Al-Hilal routs Al-Kholood

Atletico Madrid scored twice after Bar-
celona was reduced to 10 men to earn
a valuable 2-0 road win and take the
advantage in their Champions League
quarterfinal. )

A superb free kick by Julidn Alvarez
and a second goal by Alexander Sor-
loth gave Diego Simeone his first win
at Camp Nou since Atletico’s long-
standing coach started his stint with the
club 15 years ago.

“I don’t think my Atleti had ever
won at Camp Nou,” said Simeone,
whose Atletico had won at Barcelona
when it played at the Olympic Stadium
in 2024 but never at Camp Nou.

“They’re arguably the best team in
Europe, along with Paris (PSG) and
Bayern (Munich). Through good team-
work, we were able to capitalize on key
moments in the match.”

its box when the hosts received a dou-
ble blow that left Hansi Flick’s team
down a man and behind a goal just be-
fore halftime.

The game-changing sequence start-
ed when Atletico’s Giuliano Simeone
broke free to latch onto a rare long ball
and Barcelona defender Pau Cubarsi
knocked him down on the edge of the
area with only goalkeeper Joan Garcia
to beat. After initially showing Cubarsi
a yellow card, the referee changed it to
ared following a video review.

It got worse for Barcelona seconds
later when Alvarez curled the resulting
free kick around the defensive barrier
and past a flying Garcia for the 45th-
minute lead.

Lamine Yamal and Marcus Rashford
tried to rally Barcelona at Camp Nou
and kept the pressure on Atletico de-

But that fightback effort was undone
when substitute Sorloth shrugged off
a challenge by Gerard Martin as he
moved to the near post and tapped in
a cross from Matteo Ruggeri to double
the lead with 20 minutes to play.

Barcelona’s hopes of ending an 11-
year wait to add to its five European
Cups now rest on mounting a big win
in Madrid on Tuesday.

Barcelona has won five European
Cups, and Atletico has lost three finals,
and the Catalan club has a better over-
all head-to-head record over Simeone’s
team. Yet when it comes to the Cham-
pions League, Atletico has found the
edge. Simeone’s bunch got the better of
a star-studded Barcelona led by Lionel
Messi at the same stage in the competi-
tion in 2014 and 2016.

And another masterclass in Sime-

stumped a Barcelona led by a Yamal who
drew oohs and aahs from Barcelona’s
fans with his fancy dribbling, but was
visibly frustrated he couldn’t conjure up
that shooting angle or perfect pass.

Atletico remained disciplined in de-
fense, happy even when up a man to
let Barcelona maintain possession, and
made the most of its chances.

Barcelona generated 19 shots to
Atletico’s five, which included just one
in the second half - when Sorloth rum-
bled past his marker to double the lead.

A clean sheet and two goals in the
bag.

And one step toward its first semifi-
nal since 2017.

“We are heading home happy for the
win, but we still have a long way to go.
There are 90 minutes ahead,” Atletico
forward Antoine Griezmann said.

Atletico lost central defender David
Hancko - the team’s most used player
this season - to what looked like a leg
injury on the half-hour mark. He was

to close gap on Al-Nassr

Karim Benzema celebrates after scoring against Al-Kholood.

replaced by Marc Pubill, and the de-
fense didn’t notice the difference.

Rashford couldn’t make the most of
his start in place of the injured Raphin-
ha despite generating the most danger-
ous opportunities of either side with the
score still 0-0. The on-loan Manchester
United forward had three shots inside
the area that were saved by goalkeep-
er Juan Musso, before Atletico went
ahead, and a free kick in the second
half that grazed the bar.

Barcelona midfielder Pedri Gonzilez
was replaced at halftime, Flick said, for
precautionary reasons without specify-
ing his complaint.

Alvarez’s goal was his 15th in his

RIYADH, April 9: Al Hilal delivered
a commanding 6-0 victory over Al-
Kholood in a rescheduled match from
the 29th round of the Saudi Profes-
sional League.

The win boosted Al Hilal to 68
points, just two behind league leaders
Al Nassr, who face Al-Kholood on
Saturday. The victory also allowed Al
Hilal to leapfrog Al Ahli, who dropped
to third after a 1-1 draw with Al-Fayha,
now ninth with 34 points.

Muteb Al-Harbi opened the scor-
ing in the 7th minute, and French
star Karim Benzema quickly added
a second goal. Benzema completed
his hat-trick with a third in the 31st

half stoppage time. Captain Salem
Al-Dawsari extended the lead in the
55th minute, with Brazilian Marcos
Leonardo adding a sixth in the 76th
minute.

Al Hilal will now prepare to face
Al Sadd from Qatar on Monday in the
Round of 16 of the AFC Champions
League Elite. Al-Kholood remains
14th with 26 points following the
heavy defeat.

Elsewhere, Neom secured a thrill-
ing 4-3 win over Al Ittihad in another
rescheduled 29th-round clash. The
victory moved Neom up to eighth
with 39 points, while defending
champions Al Ittihad remain sixth

last 18 matches in Europe’s elite club
competition.

It was also the Argentina striker’s
ninth goal in the competition this cam-
paign, making him the highest scoring
Atletico player in a single Champions
League season.

The game at Camp Nou was the sec-
ond of three meetings between Barce-
lona and Atletico in 11 days. Barcelona
won 2-1 away in the Spanish league to

Barcelona’s Lamine Yamal, left, challenges for the ball with Atletico Madrid’s Julian Alvarez during the Champions
League quarterfinal first leg soccer match between Barcelona and Atletico Madrid in Barcelona, Spain. (AP)

strengthen its league lead on Saturday.
In February, Atletico also edged Bar-
celona in the Copa del Rey semifinals.

Real coach defends players ahead of Girona game

MADRID, April 9, (Xinhua): Real Madrid coach
Alvaro Arbeloa defended his players’ attitude and
announced changes to his starting lineup ahead of
Friday night’s La Liga game at home to Girona.

Real Madrid goes into the match after Tuesday
night’s 2-1 home defeat to Bayern Munich in the
Champions League and a 2-1 La Liga loss in Mal-
lorca last weekend, which left Arbeloa’s side seven
points behind Barcelona in the standings with eight
games to play.

Asked whether another defeat would effectively
end his side’s title hopes, Arbeloa insisted the players
“know that every game is vital and there is less mar-
gin for error.” Arbeloa said the importance of next

Wednesday’s trip to Munich would not distract from
Friday’s game against a rival that still has work to do
to secure safety from relegation.

“The players are the first who want to play, be-
cause they know Tuesday’s result wasn’t what we
expected. I have spoken to most of them and they
want to play and offer a win to the fans,” he insisted.

The Real Madrid coach also rejected suggestions
that some players lacked commitment.

“It is vital in life to have a good attitude and commit-
ment. The players are the best in the world, but talent
alone isn’t enough if we want to be consistent,” he said.

The coach also had special words for midfielder
Eduardo Camavinga, who was singled out for criti-

cism after the last two defeats.

“He has played a lot under me and he will start
tomorrow (Friday). He is an important player for me
and for the club, and he has shown the quality he has.
He has the confidence of everyone at the club, includ-
ing the coach,” said Arbeloa.

Finally, Arbeloa announced changes to Friday’s
side, with Jude Bellingham and Eder Militao com-
ing into the starting lineup, although he explained
that Ferland Mendy’s muscle injury meant he would
have to “wait until Wednesday.” Girona won at home
to Villarreal Monday night, but will be without top
scorer Vladislav Vanat, who will miss the rest of the
season after tearing a hamstring.

minute and scored a fourth in first-  with 45 points.

Best of the Rest

First world champ in men’s discus dies: Imrich Bugir, the first world
champion in men’s discus and an Olympic medalist for Czechoslovakia, has
died. He was 70.

His former club, Dukla, said he died Wednesday but did not disclose the
cause of death.

Bugdr was born in Ohrady on April 14, 1955 to a Hungarian family in what
is now southern Slovakia and was a leading figure in discus in the 1980s.

He won gold at the inaugural IAAF world athletics championships in Hel-
sinki in 1983 with a throw of 67.72 meters. That year, he cleared 70 meters at
a different event and his personal best of 71.26 from 1985 still stands as the
Czech record.

A silver medalist at the Moscow Olympics in 1980, he was denied the
chance of another medal at the 1984 Los Angeles Games because of a boycott
by the Soviet Union and its satellites behind the Iron Curtain.

Bugar learned about the decision at a training camp in California.

“I was not ready to take it,” the Dukla announcement quoted him as saying.
“I was the best in the world then.”

The Soviet Union said the safety of its athletes was a reason for the move gener-
ally understood to be a revenge for the U.S. boycott of the Moscow Games.

Bugar remembered he challenged the propaganda and told a communist
leader that “the only thing I saw in the United States linked to the Soviet Union
was an ad for the Russian vodka.” He was advised not to talk about it.

He retired in 1995.

In 2006, he denied media reports he was involved in the state-sponsored
doping program under communism and that he had tested positive for anabolic
steroids in secret testing before the 1987 world championship in Rome.

He finished seventh at that worlds. (AP)
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