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Massive growth
ahead for hanks

Kuwait project boom reshapes economy

By Najeh Bilal
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 14: Former economic
advisor and consultant at the Ministry of
Finance Mohammad Ramadhan said the
local banking sector is poised for enor-

mous growth.
In an exclusive statement to the newspaper, Rama-

WHEN the government announces a budget deficit
of approximately 40 percent, it calls for a closer
examination of the figures and a review of whether
efforts to diversify income sources have been suc-
cessful or if the situation remains unchanged.

The estimated budget deficit of KD 9.8 billion is
equivalent to nearly thirty billion US dollars.

This figure is comparable to the budgets of
many African countries, several Arab nations, and
even some Eastern European states. Unlike these
countries, which have multiple sources of income,
Kuwait still relies heavily on a single commodity
subject to price fluctuations, making it an insecure
primary source of revenue.

Above all, we must acknowledge that the state
possesses considerable potential if managed in a
modern manner, in contrast to past decades when
welfare-state policies dominated economic deci-
sion-making.

During that era, subsidies became an absolute
right for everyone, costing approximately KD
seven billion annually. Furthermore, due to hap-
hazard appointment policies, the first section of
the budget, which is allocated to salaries, has bal-
looned to consume around 73 to 75 percent of the
total budget, while the remaining productive sec-
tors receive a comparatively much smaller share
than in other countries.

For many years, I, along with many economic and
financial experts, have been calling for a change in
the approach to managing national income sources,
aiming to maximize GDP and reduce reliance on oil
kas the primary source of revenue.

B Ahmed Al-Jarallah

Editor-in-Chief, the Arab Times

Agricultural and industrial
holdings must be managed prudently

dhan confirmed the increase in capital expenditures
in the State budget -- from KD2.24 billion in the
2025/2026 budget to more than KD3 billion in the
2026/2027 budget.

He explained that the increased spending -- fueled by sev-
eral major development projects launched under the plans of
the State -- is expected to positively impact banks, as most
companies executing these projects rely heavily on banks for
financing.

Continued on Page 5

We have called for giving the private sector
space to play its economic role without govern-
ment obstruction.

However, it appears that financial officials hold
a different view, which is a perspective known
only to senior officials familiar with the attitudes
of successive governments.

For the past three decades, the National Assem-
bly has often been used as a pretext to justify hin-
dering the progress of government projects. Per-
haps this viewpoint holds some truth.

Today, the government has huge potential to ful-
fill its role fully, without obstructive parliamentary
interference.

Unfortunately, the opposite is happening. Restric-
tions on projects and decisions are increasing the
deficits of companies and private-sector institutions.
This includes the withdrawal of agricultural plots
from beneficiaries who sought to reduce the burden
on public funds by developing a small portion of the
land for agritourism activities to boost their income,
similar to practices in other Gulf countries.

Moreover, industrial and service plots have been
confiscated over minor violations or even based on
the mood of an employee when he is unhappy with
some beneficiaries.

Continued on Page 5

[&] i [=]
& @Ahmedaljarallah n

. to visit the

0Ahmed aljarallah B3R epsite:
Bahmed@aljarallah.com [ Scan Me | aljarallah.com

Scan QR code

Kuwait conference brings together experts
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4 KUWAIT SPORTS DAY

Photo by Rezk Tawfiq

Participants stream across the iconic Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Bridge at the launch of the third Kuwait

Sports Day on Saturday, as nearly 21,000 people of all ages transform the landmark into a sea of motion,
unity and determination in celebration of fitness and healthy living. — See Page 16

Desert Warrior 9 reinforces Kuwait-UK
strategic alliance, shared security goals

By Fares Ghaleh
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 14: British Ambassador to Kuwait
Qudsi Rasheed revealed that the joint training exercise --
‘Desert Warrior 9’ -- is a manifestation of the strong defense
relationship between Kuwait and Britain.

Speaking at the conclusion of the joint exercise conducted
by Kuwait Army and the British military mission under the
patronage of Chief of the General Staff of Kuwait Army
Lieutenant General Khaled Al-Shuraiaan, Rasheed stated
“the joint training exercise in an operational environment
that simulates real-world challenges proved the efficiency,
discipline and strong cooperation between the two forces.”

He pointed out that such exercises are vital for improv-
ing interoperability, boosting mutual trust, and supporting
the defense partnership based on a shared commitment to
maintain regional security and stability.

Continued on Page 5

British Ambassador to Kuwait Qudsi Rasheed (right) at
the conclusion of ‘Desert Warrior 9.’

Kuwait Army photos
A group photo during the ‘Desert Warrior 9’ conducted by Kuwait Army and the British military mission.

Kuwait embarks on
Digital Twin project

Justice Minister unveils PAMA reforms

Youth mental health takes national priority

By Marwa Al-Bahrawi
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 14: Minister of
Health Dr. Ahmed Al-Awadhi inaugu-
rated the First National Conference on
Child and Adolescent Mental Health
recently, with the participation of lo-
cal, regional and international experts
in Child and Adolescent Psychiatry,
Pediatrics, Developmental Medicine
and Family Medicine.

In his speech at the opening ceremo-
ny, Al-Awadhi confirmed that Kuwait
is prioritizing the mental health of chil-
dren and adolescents, and it considers
investment in this field vital for build-

FATF applauds
Kuwait's AML,
CTF ‘progress’

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 14, (KUNA): The
Financial Action Task Force (FATF) on
Saturday commended Kuwait for the
remarkable progress it has achieved in
combating money laundering and terror-
ist financing.

FATF made the commendation at
the plenary meeting held in Mexico
City, where Minister of Electricity, Wa-
ter and Renewable Energy Subaih Al-
Mukhaizeem represented the Minister of
Finance and supervised the work of the
National Committee for Combating Mon-
ey Laundering and Terrorist Financing on
behalf of the Kuwaiti government.

According to the statement issued by
the National Committee for Combating
Money Laundering and Terrorist Financ-
ing, the FATF acknowledged the tremen-
dous efforts and progress of Kuwait dur-
ing the discussion of its post-observation
report.

Continued on Page 4

ing a cohesive society capable of fac-
ing contemporary challenges.

He stressed that mental health is not
just a supplementary aspect of health-
care, as it is the essential foundation for
the healthy development of children,
ensuring their ability to learn, being
creative, and to interact positively with
their family and community to contrib-
ute to a prosperous future for the nation.

He said the Health Ministry is keen
on developing holistic mental health
services for young people. He ex-
plained that this system extends beyond
psychiatric clinics and inpatient wards,
as it includes specialized weekly clinics
in government hospitals to guarantee

easy access to these services.

He cited the opening of Hiba Clinic
for Autism and Communication Disor-
ders last year — an important step to-
wards providing services for children
with developmental and communica-
tion disorders, thus, giving them bet-
ter opportunities for integration and
learning.

He also affirmed the strength of
cooperation with the Addiction Treat-
ment Center in terms of the provision
of awareness and treatment programs
for adolescents in order to protect and
support them.

Continued on Page 4

KFH Group wins 5 presti-
gious awards from EMEA
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ABK Wealth Manage-
ment signs strategic
sponsorship with Rafa
Nadal Academy Kuwait

Newswatch

CAIRO: Egyptian President Ab-
delfattah El-Sisi extended con-
gratulations to the State of Ku-
wait, its leadership, government
and people, on the 65th National
Day and the
35th  Libera-
tion Day.

The greet-
ings were con-
veyed during a
visit by Secre-
tary-General
of the Egyp-
tian Presiden-
cy Mohamad
Yehia to the
Kuwaiti Embassy in Cairo, where
he was received by Kuwait’s
Ambassador to Egypt Ghanim
Al-Ghanim.

Yehia affirmed the Egyptian
Presidency’s keenness to person-
ally convey congratulations to Ku-
wait on its national occasions, un-
derscoring the depth and strength
of Egyptian-Kuwaiti relations at all
levels and expressing hope for their
continued progress. (KUNA)

El-Sisi

New safeguards for minors’ funds

By Jaher Al-Hamoud
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 14: Minister of
Justice and Chairman of the Board of
Directors of the Public Authority for
Minors’ Affairs (PAMA), Counselor
Nasser Al-
Sumait, has is-
sued Ministerial
Resolution No.
1/2026 con-
cerning the op-
erational regula-
tions of PAMA’s
Standing Com-
mittee.

The resolution
aims to develop
an  investment
framework for the funds of minors, in-
dividuals with diminished legal capac-
ity, and those without legal capacity,
while strengthening governance and
oversight of their management.

The resolution provides for the im-
plementation of the attached regula-
tions outlining the committee’s respon-
sibilities and operational procedures, as
well as determining the remuneration
of its chairman and members in accor-
dance with the policies and controls ap-
proved by PAMA’s Board of Directors.

Al-Sumait

The Director General is tasked with
implementing the resolution, which
takes effect from the date of issuance
and supersedes any previous conflicting
decisions.

According to the regulations, the
Standing Committee shall be formed by
a decision of the Minister of Justice and
will consist of three to five members
representing the Public Authority for
Investment, nominated and approved
by the Board of Directors of PAMA. A
substitute member shall be appointed
in the event of a vacancy, following the
same procedures.

The bylaws authorize the committee to
prepare and approve strategies, policies,
and regulations for investing PAMA’s
funds and assets, and to oversee their
implementation in line with best risk-
management practices and internation-
ally recognized institutional investment
standards, while adhering to the provi-
sions and principles of Islamic Sharia.

The committee is tasked with pre-
paring short-term and long-term in-
vestment plans, identifying funding
sources, studying and approving invest-
ment opportunities, conducting feasi-
bility studies, establishing guarantee
and surety frameworks, and setting the

Continued on Page 4

By Mohammad Ghanem
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 14: The Pub-
lic Authority for Civil Information
(PACI) is pushing for the implemen-
tation of the ‘Digital Twin of Kuwait’
project, which is part of its plan to
adopt modernization in the commu-
nications and information fields.

This is one of five ambitious develop-
ment projects in the current strategy of
PACI, which recently requested approv-
al from the Central Agency for Public
Tenders (CAPT) to issue a tender for
its implementation. However, CAPT
returned the request to PACI, urging the
latter to address certain issues first.

The project aims to harness data
collected by PACI through various
existing projects in order to integrate
the information into a realistic digital
replica of the country.

The main function of the project is
to document the on-the-ground reality
—everything visible on the Earth’s sur-
face—and generate a high-resolution
digital version of such crucial data.

The project is included in the na-
tional program for developing a co-
hesive and transparent government
— one of nine programs in the current
development plan.

Continued on Page 5

Markets placed under
strict Ramadan watch

By Marwa Al-Bahrawi
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 14: The Ministry of Commerce and In-
dustry recently carried out two major inspection campaigns,
one focusing on industrial plots and another on central mar-
kets, to ensure compliance with the regulations and monitor
prices and product availability for Ramadan.

Continued on Page 5

or more.

Oil service company looking for

Expat executive assistant
to the CEO
e Bilingual ( English / Arabic )

¢ Flexible on travel missions.
* Preferably holding UD degree.

contact: Ceo.services@hotmail.com



Prayer Timings
Fajr ........ 05:08 Asr.......... 15:12
Sunrise .. 06:28 Maghrib .. 17:36

Zohr....... 12:02 Isha ........ 18:54

Local

Expected weather for next 24 hrs:

crease in temperature and warm
with light to moderate freshen-
ing at times northwesterly wind,

open areas.

with speeds of 15-45 km/h with
a chance for blowing dust over
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Weather

By Night: Rather cold with light Bubyan 26 16
By Day: A significant de- to moderate freshening at times Jahra 35 16
over coastal areas northwesterly galllalfa Ihsland % 13

; ; . almiya
wmc.j, with speeds of 12-42 -km/h. Ahmad o6 13
Station MaxExp MinRec Jal Aliyah 35 17
Kuwait Airport 34 18  Nuwaisib 32 17
Abdaly 35 17  Wafra 36 15

HH the Amir

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 14, (KUNA):
His Highness the Amir Sheikh Me-
shal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
sent a cable of congratulations to
King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa of
Bahrain on the 25th anniversary of
the endorsement of Bahrain’s Na-
tional Action Charter.

In the cable, His Highness the
Amir expressed his sincere congratu-
lations on the occasion, praising the
prominent developmental achieve-
ments realized by the Kingdom of
Bahrain under the King’s prosperous
reign along its civilizational path.

His Highness prayed to Almighty
Allah to grant King Hamad continued
good health and well-being, and to
bestow further progress and prosper-
ity upon the Kingdom of Bahrain and
its people under his wise leadership.

Crown Prince

His Highness the Crown Prince
Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah sent a cable of congratulations
to King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa of

HH the Crown Prince

Amir congratulates Bahrain King
on Nat’l Action Charter ’versary

HH the Prime Minister

Bahrain on the 25th anniversary of
the endorsement of Bahrain’s Na-
tional Action Charter.

In the cable, His Highness the
Crown Prince expressed his sincere
congratulations on the occasion,
praising the prominent develop-
mental achievements realized by
the Kingdom of Bahrain under the
King’s prosperous reign along its
civilizational path.

His Highness prayed to Almighty
Allah to grant King Hamad contin-
ued good health and well-being, and
to bestow further progress and pros-
perity upon the Kingdom of Bahrain
and its people under his wise leader-
ship.

Prime Minister

His Highness the Prime Minister
Sheikh Ahmad Abdullah Al-Ahmad
Al-Sabah sent a cable of congratula-
tions to King Hamad bin Isa Al Khal-
ifa of Bahrain on the 25th anniversary
of the endorsement of Bahrain’s Na-
tional Action Charter.

KUNA photos

National Days marked at Kuwait Embassy in Hanoi.

Embassies in India, Canada &
countries mark National Days

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 14, (KUNA): Ku-
wait Embassy in India held celebrations on
Thursday evening to mark Kuwait’s 65th
National Day and 35th Liberation Day.

The ceremony was attended by Indian Min-
ister of Tourism Gajendra Singh Shekhawat,
heads of Arab and foreign missions accredited
in New Delhi, apart from an elite team repre-
senting all segments of Indian society.

In a statement to KUNA, Kuwait Ambas-
sador to India Mishal Al-Shemali extended
his heartfelt greetings to His Highness the
Amir Sheikh Meshal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah, His Highness the Crown Prince
Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah,
the government and people of Kuwait.

Ambassador Al-Shemali affirmed that
Kuwaiti-Indian relations have become
stronger thanks to the directives of the po-
litical leadership of both countries, rising to
the level of a strategic partnership encom-
passing all areas of cooperation.

He added that working groups are cur-
rently holding meetings to prepare a number
of agreements, memoranda of understand-
ing, and visits by senior officials in the com-
ing period.

Kuwait’s embassies in Tunisia, Vietnam,
Bulgaria, as well as the Permanent Mis-
sion to the United Nations and the Consu-
late General in Geneva celebrated the 65th
National Day and 35th Liberation Day, at-
tended by senior officials, diplomats, and
prominent public figures.

In Tunisia, the event was attended by Tu-
nisian Minister of National Defense Khaled
Al-Seheli and National Council of Regions
and Districts President Imad Derbali.

Kuwait’s Ambassador to Tunisia Man-
sour Al-Omar conveyed congratulations to

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Meshal Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, His Highness
the Crown Prince Sheikh Sabah Khaled
Al-Hamad Al-Sabah and His Highness the
Prime Minister Sheikh Ahmad Abdullah
Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah.

Al-Omar said in a statement to KUNA
that the occasion reflects pride in Kuwait’s
development achievements and underscores
the depth of Kuwaiti-Tunisian ties, noting
continued cooperation and development
support through the Kuwait Fund for Arab
Economic Development.

The Tunisian Minister Al-Seheli praised
Kuwait’s solid stand by his country and its
continuous support, while highlighting the
deep bilateral ties. He also commended Ku-
wait’s progress and Vision 2035 reform drive.

In Hanoi, celebrations coincided with the
50th anniversary of diplomatic relations be-
tween Kuwait and Vietnam and was attend-
ed by Vietnamese Deputy Foreign Minister
Nguyen Minh Hang and other officials.

Kuwait Ambassador to Vietnam Yousef
Al-Sabagh extended his heartfelt congratu-
lations to His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Meshal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, His
Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Sabah
Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, the wise gov-
ernment and the Kuwaiti people.

He noted the steady growth of the bilat-
eral ties, elevated to a strategic partnership
during the Vietnamese Prime Minister’s
visit to Kuwait in 2025.

For his part, the Vietnamese Deputy Min-
ister of Industry and Trade praised the bilat-
eral relations, wishing the government and
people of Kuwait further development, and
for the bilateral relations to further progress
and prosperity.

PM meets Lebanon PM, UNHCR chief, Oracle CEO

MUNICH, Feb 14, (KUNA): His Highness the
Prime Minister Sheikh Ahmad Abdullah Al-
Ahmad Al-Sabah met on Friday with the Leba-
nese Prime Minister Dr. Nawaf Salam, on the
sidelines of the Munich Security Conference in
Munich.

During the meeting, they reviewed the strong
bilaterial ties and ways to further strengthen
cooperation across various fields, in addition to
exchanging views on several issues of common
interests.

The meeting was attended by Minister of
Foreign Affairs Sheikh Jarrah Jaber Al-Ahmad
Al-Sabah, Acting Head of the Prime Minister’s
Diwan Sheikh Khaled Mohammad Al-Khaled
Al-Sabah, Managing Director of the Kuwait
Investment Authority Sheikh Saud Salem Ab-
dulaziz Al-Sabah, Assistant Foreign Minister
for Europe Affairs Ambassador Sadiq Marafi,
and Kuwait’s Ambassador to Germany Reem
Al-Khaled.

PM meets UNHCR chief

His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh
Ahmad Abdullah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah met on

His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Ahmad Abdullah Al-Ahmad
Al-Sabah receives the Lebanese counterpart.

PM Diwan photos

His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Ah-

mad Abdullah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah receives
the Oracle CEO.

Friday with Barham Salih, the UN High Com-
missioner for Refugees, on the sidelines of the
Munich Security Conference.

During the meeting, they reviewed means of
sustaining cooperation between Kuwait and the
UN body, including efforts to protect and sup-
port refugees all over the world.

The meeting was attended by Minister of
Foreign Affairs Sheikh Jarrah Jaber Al-Ahmad
Al-Sabah, Acting Head of the Prime Minister’s
Diwan Sheikh Khaled Mohammad Al-Khaled
Al-Sabah, Managing Director of the Kuwait
Investment Authority Sheikh Saud Salem Ab-
dulaziz Al-Sabah, Assistant Foreign Minister
for Europe Affairs Ambassador Sadiq Marafi,
and Kuwait’s Ambassador to Germany Reem
Al-Khaled.

PM meets Oracle CEO

His Highness Sheikh Ahmad Abdullah Al-
Ahmad Al-Sabah, Prime Minister of the State
of Kuwait, met with Oracle CEO Mike Cecilia
during the Munich Security Conference, cur-
rently taking place in Munich.

The meeting focused on the latest advance-
ments in technology and artificial intelligence,
as well as strategies to advance Kuwait’s digital
transformation agenda. Discussions also ad-
dressed initiatives aimed at developing national
talent and strengthening human capital capabili-
ties in alignment with Kuwait’s broader devel-
opment vision.

14mn pills seized
in joint drug bust

3 held in Kuwait-UAE operation P

By Munif Naif
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff and
Agencies

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 14: In a
remarkable security achieve-
ment proving the strong coor-
dination and unity among Gulf
states in combating the drug
trade, the security authorities
in Kuwait and the United Arab
Emirates (UAE) confiscated

about 14 million Captagon pills.

The Drug Control General Depart-
ment (DCGD) at the Interior Ministry
in Kuwait spearheaded the joint opera-
tion, which dealt a huge blow to drug
smuggling networks.

In a press statement on Saturday, the
Ministry of Interior confirmed that the intel-
ligence and field operation was conducted
jointly with the UAE under the guidance of
First Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Interior Sheikh Fahad Al-Yousef and Chair-
man of the National Anti-Narcotics Bureau
in the UAE Sheikh Zayed bin Hamad Al-
Nahyan. It affirmed that a total of 14,062,500
Captagon pills weighing 2,250 kilograms
were confiscated during the operation.

According to the ministry, the contraband
was meticulously concealed in a commer-
cial shipment of five containers of corn in
Dubai. Security officers arrested three Ar-
abs involved in the shipment.

The ministry affirmed that the joint opera-
tion dismantled the criminal network that at-
tempted to flood the Gulf countries with such
a huge quantity of psychotropic substances.

Under the leadership of DCGD Director
Brigadier General Mohammad Qabazard,
and his assistant, Brigadier General Sheikh

Hamad Al-Yousef Al-Sabah, the depart-
ment continues to record security achieve-
ments locally and internationally, directing
security strikes against drug dealers and
traffickers despite the constant development
of their smuggling methods.

g o Q

No to ATVs on roads: The Traffic Inves-
tigation Unit at the General Traffic Depart-
ment has intensified security campaigns
against all-terrain vehicles (ATVs) plying
through public roads.

The latest campaign resulted in the arrest of
seven individuals, including two minors. Five
of those arrested were referred to the Traffic
Detention Center, while the two minors were
referred to the Juvenile Detention Center.

A security source explained that the ongo-
ing campaigns aim to stop the use of ATVs
on public roads, indicating that those arrest-
ed in the recent campaign endangered their
lives and that of other road users. The source
urged the public to refrain from using ATVs
on public roads to avoid legal repercussions.

Q a Q

95 citations issued: The Public Relations
Department at Kuwait Municipality an-
nounced that the Audit and Municipal Ser-
vices Monitoring Department in Farwaniya
Governorate conducted a field campaign to
inspect health licenses for shops and adver-
tising permits and to take regulatory action
against violators, reports Al-Anba daily.

The department confirmed that the third
field campaign in Farwaniya Governorate
resulted in the issuance of 95 citations for
violations of shop and advertising regula-
tions and for unauthorized use of space, in
addition to 11 warnings.

It indicated that this third campaign will
be followed by several field visits in all gov-
ernorates according to a schedule covering
the coming weeks.

Tanzanian ambassador extends
Ramadan greetings to HH Amir

ON the occasion of the holy
month of Ramadan, I am
pleased to extend my sincere
greetings and best wishes to
H.H. Amir of Kuwait Sheikh
Meshal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah, the leadership, gov-
ernment, and people of the
State of Kuwait, as well as to
all Muslims and Islamic na-
tions, praying that this bless-
ed month brings goodness, peace, and
blessings to all.

Ramadan represents a valuable op-
portunity to strengthen the values of
solidarity, compassion, and mutual un-

Saidi Massoro

derstanding among peoples,
and to renew the spirit of co-
operation and peace within
our societies.

On this blessed occasion, I
wish the State of Kuwait and
its people, as well as the en-
tire Islamic world, continued
peace, stability, and prosper-
ity, and may this holy month
bring goodness and harmony

to all.

Saidi Hussein Massoro

Ambassador of the United Republic
of Tanzania to the State of Kuwait

!

Kuwait’s FM Sheikh Jarrah Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah
meets Saudi counterpart Faisal bin Farhan.

KUNA photos
Kuwait FM Sheikh Jarrah Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah
meets Canadian counterpart Anita Anand.

Kuwait FM meets Saudi,
Canadian counterparts

MUNICH, Feb 14, (KUNA): Kuwait’s Minister of Foreign
Affairs Sheikh Jarrah Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah met with
his Saudi counterpart Faisal bin Farhan on the sidelines of the
62nd Munich Security Conference on Friday.

During the meeting, both ministers tackled historical and
fraternal relations between the two countries and their peoples,
and means to promote them at all levels, along with the latest
regional and international developments, Kuwait’s Ministry of
Foreign Affairs said in a statement.

Canadian FM

Kuwaiti Foreign Minister Sheikh Jarrah Jaber Al-Ahmad
Al-Sabah met with Canada’s Minister of Foreign Affairs,
Anita Anand, on the sidelines of the 62nd Munich Security
Conference, in the German city of Munich.

In a statement on Saturday, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
said the meeting touched on bilateral relations between the two
friendly countries and explored ways to enhance and develop
cooperation across various fields. The two sides also discussed
the latest regional and global developments.

Palestinian FM

Kuwait’s Minister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh Jarrah Jaber
Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah met on Friday with Palestinian Minister
of Foreign Affairs and Expatriates Varsen Shahin on the side-
lines of the 62nd Munich Security Conference.

The meeting discussed bilateral relations, and means of de-
veloping and enhancing them in varied levels, along with the
latest regional and international developments, Kuwait’s Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs said in a news statement.

Omani FM

Kuwait’s Minister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh Jarrah Jaber Al-
Ahmad Al-Sabah met with Omani peer Badr Al Busaidi on the
sidelines of the 62nd Munich Security Conference on Friday.

The meeting reviewed historic and fraternal relations be-
tween the two countries and their nations, and means of devel-
oping them on all levels, Kuwait’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs
said in a statement.

MoCl crackdown on counterfeit items intensified

By Marwa Al-Bahrawi
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 14: Director of the Com-
mercial Control Department at the Ministry of
Commerce and Industry Faisal Al-Ansari issued a
directive to intensify field inspections, even during
official holidays.

In a press statement, Al-Ansari disclosed that

Head of Rai Center Faraj Al-Mutairi and Commer-
cial Inspector Ali Al-Owaihan uncovered a viola-
tion during a recent field inspection, leading to the
closure of a stall in the Friday Market for selling
items bearing forged trademarks.

Around 800 counterfeit items, including wom-
en’s shoes and handbags bearing fake trademarks,
were confiscated. This is a violation of intellectual
property rights and anti-commercial fraud laws.

Al-Ansari confirmed that a report was filed re-
garding the incident and it will be referred to the
Commercial Prosecution to complete the neces-
sary legal procedures.

He stressed that the ministry does not tolerate
those who sell counterfeit goods in order to protect
the rights of consumers and the original trademark
owners, as well as to promote a fair and regulated
commercial environment.
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A DIGEST OF PUBLIC OPINION

Going to Khatji, Basra for
cheaper goods is ‘invalid’

“THERE is an economic analyst who
publishes economic analyses on social
media and represents a well-known me-
dia organization,” columnist Engineer
Adel Al-Jarallah Al-Kharafi wrote for
Al-Seyassah daily.

“I have listened to him, and he some-
times reflects public sentiment, especial-
ly since he provides technical informa-
tion related to the local economy.

“However, in his latest report, he
claimed that Kuwaitis are turning to
neighboring
countries be-
cause, as he said,
they are cheaper
than Kuwait,
even though
some of these
countries impose
Value Added Tax
(VAT).

“On this point,
I disagree with
him, as there are
many factors that
must be consid-
ered. Goods in some neighboring coun-
tries are not necessarily cheaper than in
Kuwait, and many citizens from those
countries come to Kuwait, where goods
are often more affordable.

“Furthermore, goods in our coun-
try are subsidized, of good quality, and
reasonably priced. Basic food items are
subsidized in most Kuwaiti households,
which is an important point to consider.

“The Gulf economies are similar in
several aspects, so buying and selling
often depend on individual preference.

“From the 1960s until a year before
the invasion, Kuwaitis would travel to
Basra every weekend to buy necessities,
especially vegetables and basic food
items, due to their quality and afford-
ability. Residents of chalets near Khafji
also travel there weekly, not only for
shopping because it is cheaper, but also
for tourism.

“Kuwaitis are naturally inclined to
travel, which is why many frequent the
popular markets of Paris, London, and
other capitals during their holidays. Al-
though most of the goods are made in
China, they are often considered supe-
rior to those found in Middle Eastern
markets. But are these countries really
cheaper than Kuwait, despite their high
and complex taxes?

“We must also acknowledge that the
Gulf states rely on imports for most
goods, which means price differences
are not significant.

“Regarding the point raised by the an-
alyst, whom I respect, about encroach-
ment on state property, I believe the state
bears responsibility, not individuals. The
government must implement a clear
policy to determine fees for using state
property. Real estate and rental prices
are subject to supply and demand, as the
Kuwaiti market operates freely.

“Therefore, the justifications given
for going to Khafji, Basra, and other
places to buy cheaper goods are, in my
opinion, invalid.

“We should not make a flawed com-
parison between Kuwait and other
countries. Although Kuwait has faced
a budget deficit for 30 years, does that
mean Kuwaitis have lost their common
sense?

“In reality, the issue lies in the lack
of sound selection for those who assume
senior financial and economic posi-
tions.”

Adel Al-Kharafi

Also:

“In today’s fast-paced world, marked
by growing financial and social pres-
sures, wedding celebrations have
sparked widespread discussion, with
many calling for a return to simply an-
nouncing the marriage.” Kuwaiti jour-
nalist Hamed Al-Hamli wrote for Al-
Seyassah daily.

“Traditionally, these celebrations ex-
pressed the joy of the union, bringing
together family and friends and lasting
late into the night. Today, however, most
guests offer their congratulations and
leave within minutes. Many celebra-
tions have turned into extravagant dis-
plays, sometimes costing hundreds of
thousands.

“A new trend is emerging, promoting
the simplification of wedding celebra-
tions, not as forced austerity, but as a
conscious choice that values substance
over appearance.

“The idea to simplify weddings is
driven by several social and economic
factors, foremost among them financial
pressures.

“In Gulf countries such as Kuwait,
grooms often face huge debt, with wed-
ding expenses including luxurious hall
rentals, expensive attire, and lavish
meals. These costs can reach 30,000 di-
nars.

“Such expenses place many young
couples under financial strain, nega-
tively affecting the beginning of their
married lives.

“According to recent studies, more
than 60 percent of young people in the
Arab region prefer smaller weddings to
avoid these expenses.

“With social changes and the rise of
social media, weddings are often judged
by how “impressive” they appear on In-
stagram or TikTok.

“This pressure, however, comes
at the cost of privacy and intimacy.
Many couples now choose to celebrate
with a small circle of friends and fam-
ily, allowing for deeper connections
rather than performing for hundreds
of guests.

“The COVID-19 pandemic also shift-
ed this perspective, forcing many to opt
for smaller weddings, which they found
to be more enjoyable and less costly.

“Large weddings have become a
source of waste, whether in food, ven-
ues, or travel. Choosing a smaller wed-

ding saves money and can be seen as a
socially responsible decision.

“Simplifying weddings offers multi-
ple benefits. On a personal level, it al-
lows couples to save money that can be
invested in buying a home, enjoying a
longer honeymoon, or building a more
secure financial future. It also reduces
psychological stress. Rather than wor-
rying about complex arrangements, the
couple can focus on each other, strength-
ening their emotional bond. Socially,
this trend encourages a return to more
authentic traditions.

“In Arab culture, weddings were tra-
ditionally simple celebrations without
extravagance. Simplifying weddings
restores balance and reduces the social
competition that can strain relationships.

“Simplifying the celebration does not
mean sacrificing joy, but rather redesign-
ing it. Priorities can be set, with choices
such as professional photography or folk
music left to the couple.

“This trend has become evident in re-
cent months, with couples increasingly
announcing their marriages on social
media among families. Simplifying
weddings is not a rejection of tradition,
but an adaptation to modern realities.

“Ultimately, a successful wedding is
not one that dazzles others, but one that
builds a strong foundation for married
life. For those planning a wedding, cut-
ting costs may be the wisest choice.”

a a a

“The story of Jeffrey Epstein is not
just an individual crime, but a mirror re-
flecting the darkness within power and
mankind; a philosophical reflection ex-
ploring the pervasiveness of corruption
among the elite class, the mechanisms
of silent filth in the world, and the inter-
section of their shared illusions and de-
sires,” Kuwaiti writer Hussain Al-Rawi
wrote for Al-Seyassah daily.

“Regarding the reasons that corrupt
the powerful, Lord Acton said, “Power
corrupts, and absolute power corrupts
absolutely.”

“Epstein rose from humble begin-
nings to billionaire status through a
network of connections that placed him
above the law.

“For the philosopher Nietzsche, the
“will to power” is a drive that transforms
into boundless destruction, which Ep-
stein used to turn others into instruments
of his desires.

“Arendt’s “banality of evil” appears
here. Evil becomes routine within
closed circles, expressed through finan-
cial deals and the exploitation of minors,
until it becomes an ordinary part of the
system.

“Evil deepened in Ghislaine Max-
well, the engineer of recruitment and
cover-up, who exploited girls’ need for
opportunity, adding a second layer to the
corruption. Even after being sentenced
to 20 years in prison, she refused to tes-
tify before Congress in February 2026.
She offered to cooperate in exchange
for a presidential pardon from Trump,
claiming she could exonerate prominent
figures.

“Her silence functioned as a tool for
preserving the system. If we ask how
corruption is sustained, Rawls argues
that elites design systems that protect
their privileges and guarantee impunity.
The poor are held accountable, while the
powerful remain protected.

“For Foucault, power is a network
that produces and controls knowledge.
Epstein confined his actions to a sepa-
rate world, his island and his private
plane where everything seemed permis-
sible, hidden from public scrutiny.

“Sex is often used as a tool of control,
transforming desire into blackmail. Was
Epstein’s island merely a nightclub, or a
project to control the powerful by hold-
ing their secrets?

“This possibility exposes the fragil-
ity of power. The intersection of passion
and vanity draws them together, united
by a shared desire for attraction.

“Wealth amplifies illusion, and crime
becomes an expression of exceptional-
ism. But the victims are real human be-
ings, minors drawn into a network that
exploited their innocence. Voices like
Virginia Giuffre remind us that philoso-
phy is incomplete unless it places the
victim at the center.

“There is a lesson reminiscent of
Shelley’s Frankenstein - man creates a
monster and then abandons responsibil-
ity, allowing it to escape and destroy.
Elites construct networks of corruption
and then evade
their moral duty.

“After the pub-
lication of more
than 3.5 million
pages in 2026,
which confirmed
the absence of a
clear official cli-
ent list, a vast
web of relation-
ships  emerged,
accompanied by Dr. Hussain Al-Rawi
persistent  and
suspicious obfuscation that continues to
shield most of them.

“Maxwell calls for amnesty as if
nothing happened. The monster has
evolved and become part of the sys-
tem. The open question remains - Is
the problem Epstein, or a system that
allows monsters to rise and remain hid-
den? Philosophy offers a lens to under-
stand power.

“We refuse to justify bad faith and in-
sist that corruption is not destiny, but the
result of human choices.

“The Epstein story stands as a stark
lesson in the fragility of morality and
justice in a world shaped by influence
and wealth, portraying those who live
above the law as a result of a system that
sustains them there.”

— Compiled by Simi K. Kutty

KU photo

President of Kuwait University Dr. Dina Musaed Al-Mailem presents a
memento to the guest Dr. Rashid Mohammad Al-Marri.

MoU focus on education, research

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 14: Kuwait University received a delegation from the
Secretariat General of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) at Sabah Al-Salem
University City on Tuesday.

President of the University Dr. Dina Musaed Al-Mailem, together with the
vice presidents and their assistants, attended the meeting as part of efforts to
implement the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) signed by the two sides.

The GCC delegation was headed by Dean of the Faculty of Law and Head of
the GCC Emergency Management Center (Kuwait Branch) Dr. Rashid Moham-
mad Al-Marri, who was accompanied by several members of the Secretariat.

The meeting reaffirmed the validity of the MoU, which was signed on Nov
13,2024.

Discussions centered on mechanisms to strengthen joint cooperation and ac-
tivate various programs and initiatives stipulated in the agreement, particularly
in the fields of education, training, research and scientific studies.

The MoU stipulates a comprehensive framework for institutional collabora-
tion in higher education, specialized training, scientific research and academic
studies.

It covers the organization of joint seminars, workshops and programs to de-
velop the capabilities of national staff, reinforce institutional preparedness, and
promote the exchange of successful academic and research experiences.

Through this cooperation, both parties are keen on realizing common goals
and to advance scientific and knowledge integration among educational institu-
tions in the GCC member states.

Birds near airport
pose major threat

EPA, DGCA adopt measures

By Inaas Awadh
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 14: The Environment Affairs Commit-
tee at the Municipal Council held its meeting recently dur-
ing which it recommended that the executive branch should
coordinate with the Directorate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA), Environment Public Authority (EPA), Kuwait Oil
Company (KOC), and other concerned entities to implement
urgent measures to reduce bird congestion around Kuwait
International Airport.

The recommendation includes addressing issues related to the plant
nurseries, Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh slaughterhouse, livestock pens and camps
located in the area.

Committee Chairperson Alia Al-Farsi stated that the meeting reviewed the
decision of the Public Services Committee at the Cabinet about the request of
DGCA to take urgent and temporary measures to prevent bird flocks near the
airport. Al-Farsi added that the committee recommended gradually assessing
the impact of temporary measures in coordination with the DGCA by establish-
ing Key Performance Indicators (KPIs) to evaluate their effect on bird behavior
and population density along the runway the airport.

The discussion also touched on the need to find permanent solutions, such as
identifying an alternative site for the landfill adjacent to the airport, given the
risk it poses to the aviation sector.

Al-Farsi disclosed that the committee recommended clarifying the status of
implementing the plan of Kuwait Municipality to convert the South Seventh
Ring Road landfill into a waste treatment facility.

This recommendation is based on the response of the executive body about
the solid waste management plan and the need to expedite the implementation
of the relevant Municipal Council resolution issued on July 14, 2025.
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Other Voices

The doctor’'s advice

By Ahmad alsarraf

y acquaintance with cardiology and catheterization consul-
tant Dr. Ibrahim Al-Rashdan is limited. I have met him only
once for a few minutes.

However, from family and friends, I know that he is a distin-
guished cardiologist who is kind and is highly skilled in his work.

Recently, Dr. Al-Rashdan has been active in sharing informative
interviews and short videos, in which he clarifies many aspects of
heart health that patients often overlook.

He revealed that heart disease, particularly coronary artery dis-
ease, is the leading cause of death, surpassing even cancer and road
accidents.

Dr. Al-Rashdan highlighted that conditions such as diabetes and
obesity have a particularly dangerous impact on the coronary arter-
ies.
He also emphasized that the heart never stops working from be-
fore birth until death, with its valves opening and closing approxi-

mately 100,000 times a day.

Dr. Al-Rashdan explained that many
people with high blood pressure feel anx-
ious when their readings are elevated. This
anxiety is often unnecessary, as the high
reading may result from testing under im-
proper conditions. Complete relaxation is
essential, free from worry or distractions,
and certainly not during meals or after an
argument.

He also noted that some people worry
about losing muscle mass during weight
loss, but this concern is generally unfounded,
as some muscle loss is a natural part of the
process. Muscle can be preserved by increasing protein intake and
performing weight training exercises.

Dr. Al-Rashdan emphasized that blood pressure medications are
beneficial and come in various forms with different effects.

He indicated that 90 percent of people with high blood pressure
require two types of these medications to control their blood pres-
sure, and some may need three.

Dr. Al-Rashdan went on to explain that acid reflux is often mis-
diagnosed. In many cases, it is not caused by the esophagus but by
blocked arteries in the heart, particularly in people with high blood
pressure, diabetes and high cholesterol, smokers, and the elderly.
These individuals should monitor their condition by having their
coronary arteries checked.

He said the common belief that cholesterol medication must be
taken before bedtime is both unnecessary and unhealthy, as modern
medications are often more effective when taken in the morning.

Dr. Al-Rashdan also noted that coffee is not only safe for the
heart but can be beneficial, and it is recommended to drink it daily
in moderation.

Some may comment on this advice by asking — what if future
research shows that coffee is not beneficial for the heart?

The answer is simple. Medical science was not as advanced ten
years ago as it is today. Modern science can now produce precise
research results that were previously unavailable.

Until new evidence emerges, the latest discoveries, medical or
otherwise, remain the best course of action.

g a Q
email: a.alsarraf@algabas.com.kw

alsarraf

New office to enhance
ijudicial cases ‘solution’

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 14: Attorney General Saad Abdulkarim Al-
Saqr issued a decree on the establishment of the Criminal Appeals
Prosecution Office -- a step aimed at reinforcing judicial oversight,
enhancing performance in felony and misdemeanor cases, and im-
proving the efficiency and quality of appeal procedures, reports Al-
Seyassah daily.

As per the decree, Attorney General Abdulaziz Yousef Al-Ghaith
was appointed as head of the office. He will supervise appeals and oral
pleadings, contributing to the reinforcement of justice principles and
ensuring the integrity of judicial work.

The Criminal Appeals Prosecution Office will review court judg-
ments, prepare appeal memoranda, keep pace with modern judicial
principles, train prosecution personnel, and submit analytical reports
to the Attorney General.

The office shall consist of two units specialized in reviewing acquit-
tals and the reasoning behind them, in addition to establishing a digital
library to document notable appeals and pleadings.

Customs seizes ‘hooze’
concealed in container

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 14: In the presence of Saleh Al-Omar,
Deputy Director General for Ports, Search, and Customs In-
vestigation at the General Administration of Customs, customs
officers seized 3,144 bottles of alcoholic beverages from a
container that arrived in Kuwait, reports Al-Anba daily.

The liquor was discovered during an inspection of a ship-
ment declared to contain iron sheets.

According to a statement issued by the Ministry of Interior,
the container was listed on its customs manifest as carrying
iron sheets but had not been claimed by the concerned party
within the legally specified period.

As aresult, the shipment was opened and subjected to a pre-
cautionary inspection, which uncovered the contraband con-
cealed in an innovative manner inside the container.

The General Administration of Customs initiated the neces-
sary legal procedures and coordinated with the Drug Control
General Department to take custody of the seized items and
complete the required steps in preparation for referring those
involved to the competent authorities.

Case dropped against
ex-KFA head, officials

By Munif Naif/Jaber Al-Humoud
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 14: The Court of Cassation upheld the
acquittal of former Kuwait Football Association President Haif
Al-Daihani, his deputy Ahmed Aqla, and Secretary General
Salah Al-Qanaei in the case filed against them for broadcasting
false news and harming the interests of the country.

The charges stemmed from events related to the organiza-
tion of the football match between the Kuwaiti and Iraqi na-
tional teams.

The Public Prosecution previously charged the defendants
with disseminating information deemed offensive and detri-
mental to public interest, within the context of the contro-
versy surrounding the arrangements and organization of the
match.

The First Instance Court acquitted the defendants due to in-
sufficient evidence, a ruling upheld by the Court of Appeals
later.

a o Q

lllegal parking tickets: The General Traffic Department
conducted a traffic campaign recently, during which about
3,200 traffic violation citations were issued and 47 vehicles
were impounded.

According to a security source, traffic officers issued 322
traffic citations to the owners/drivers of cars parked illegally in
front of hospitals in all governorates during the 24-hour cam-

paign.
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Talks explore closer cooperation

PM Diwan photo

His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Ahmad Abdullah Al-Ahmad

Al-Sabah met on Friday with Rashad Al-Olaimi, President of the Ye-

meni Presidential Council, on the sidelines of the Munich Security
Conference.

MUNICH, Feb 14, (KUNA):
His Highness the Prime Minister
Sheikh Ahmad Abdullah Al-Ah-
mad Al-Sabah met on Friday with
Rashad Al-Olaimi, President of
the Yemeni Presidential Council,
on the sidelines of the Munich Se-
curity Conference.

During the meeting, they re-
viewed the strong bilaterial ties and
ways to further strengthen coopera-
tion across various fields, in addition
to exchanging views on several is-

Kuwait PM meets Yemen Pres at
sidelines of Munich conference

sues of common interests.

The meeting was attended by
Minister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh
Jarrah Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah,
Acting Head of the Prime Minister’s
Diwan Sheikh Khaled Mohammad
Al-Khaled Al-Sabah, Managing Di-
rector of the Kuwait Investment Au-
thority Sheikh Saud Salem Abdulaziz
Al-Sabah, Assistant Foreign Minister
for Europe Affairs Ambassador Sadiq
Marafi, and Kuwait’s Ambassador to
Germany Reem Al-Khaled.

GCC news agency heads’
panel convenes virtually

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 14, (KUNA): The
Committee of Heads of Gulf Coopera-
tion Council (GCC) News Agencies held
its 25th meeting via videoconference on
Thursday, organized by the GCC Gen-
eral Secretariat, in cooperation with Bah-
rain News Agency (BNA).

The meeting was presided over by
BNA Director-General Abdulla Buhe-
jji, in the presence of Acting Direc-
tor-General of Kuwait News Agency
(KUNA) Mohammad Al-Mannai and
GCC countries’ representatives, the
GCC General Secretariat said in a
press release.

The conferees underlined the sig-
nificance of continuing to hold train-
ing courses for 2027 in the GCC news
agencies and to partake in the photo
exhibition organized on the sidelines
of GCC courses in the host country of
the summit to highlight GCC accom-
plishments, according to the release.

They, further, stressed that it is es-
sential to maintain the exchange of vis-
its between editors, photographers and
technicians in GCC news agencies in
order to gain experience and get famil-
iar with the state-of-the-art profession-
al and technical advancement, it said.

Kuwait honors global innovators

213 innovators recognized as 16th Invention Expo concludes

By Mohammad Ghanem
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 14: Minister of
Education Jalal Al-Tabtabaie, repre-
sentative of His Highness the Crown
Prince Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-
Sabah who sponsored the 16th Mid-
dle East International Invention Ex-
hibition, honored the winners of the

exhibition awards.

The exhibition ran for four days, with the par-
ticipation of 213 inventors representing more
than 30 Arab and foreign countries.

Following are the winners:

M Grand Prize - six Chinese inventors

W Kuwait Scientific Club Award - Palestinian inven-
tor Cesar Al-Lahham

B Geneva International Exhibition of Inventions
Award - Swiss inventor Kabir Singh Dhat

M Secretariat General of the Arab League Award -
three Jordanian inventors (Ghadir Sweifan, Mayada
Hadiya and Patrick Okechukwu)

B Association of Arab Universities Award - three
Kuwaiti inventors (Dr. Sultan Majid Al-Salem, Dr.
Fadila Al-Salman and Dr. Sharif Al-Iskandarani)

M Union of Scientific Research Councils Award -
six Kuwaiti inventors (Dr. Abdulrahman Mutab Al-
Azmi, Dr. Fawzi Muwafaq, Dr. Laila Al-Haddad, Dr.
Abdulhamid Amwas, Mohammad Amira and Tas-
neem Habib)

B Arab Organization for Agricultural Development
Award - Egyptian inventor Suzanne Doush

B Arab Organization for Administrative Develop-
ment Award - Algerian inventor Bouhamdoun Saber
Bl Arab Academy for Science, Technology and Mari-
time Transport Award - Saudi inventor Abdullah Al-
Ghadhib

B Arab Authority for Agricultural Investment and
Development Award - Iraqi inventors Najwa Abu
Majdad, Al-Zahraa Abdul-Amir and Fatima Mohsen
M Arab Center for the Studies of Arid Zones and Dry
Lands Award - Saudi inventor Bader Jazaa

Regarding the Sabah Al-Ahmad Center for Gift-
edness and Creativity Awards, which are granted
exclusively to Kuwaiti inventors, following are the
winners:

M First place - Qatr Al-Nada Al-Anzi
B Second place - Sheikha Al-Khalfan
M Third place - Mishari Khaja
M Fourth place - Saad Makhseed
M Fifth place - Khalid Al-Hazzaa
Following are the winners of the Gulf Coopera-

Scientific Club photo

Representative of His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, Min-
ister of Education Engineer Sayed Jalal Al-Tabtabai, honors the winners of the 16th International
Invention Exhibition in the Middle East.

tion Council (GCC) Patent Office awards, which are
granted to inventors from GCC member states:

B First place - Saudi inventors Abdulaziz Al-Askar,
Fatima Al-Otaibi, Wissam Al-Din Saber and Khalid
Ghoneim

B Second place - Emirati inventors Amira Fares,
Salem Al-Zahmi, Fatima Bahaa Al-Din and Waleed
Ahmed

B Third place - Saudi inventor Al-Jazi Asiri

Other winners include:

B World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO)
International Award - Chinese inventor Kam Ton-
glong

B WIPO Middle East Award went - Iranian inventor
Sayed Ahmadi

M International Federation of Inventors Associations
(IFIA) International Award - four Chinese inventors
B EIVA-Middle East Award - Saudi inventor Duaa
Khodari

B UNESCO Award - four Chinese inventors

Meanwhile, Chairman of the Board of Directors
of Al-Naji Scientific Club and Head of the Organiz-
ing Committee Talal Al-Kharafi attributed the suc-
cess of the 16th edition to the dedicated efforts of the
organizing club, supporting entities, sponsors, and
the volunteer, scientific and judging committees that
worked hard with the highest level of professionalism
and integrity.

He commended the efforts of the inventors and in-
novators who came to Kuwait with their ideas, seek-
ing to transform them into realities that better serve
humanity and contribute to building a more sustain-
able world.

He congratulated the winners, stressing that every
participant is a winner for having the courage to pres-
ent his idea on such an international scientific plat-
form.

He expressed his appreciation to His Highness the
Crown Prince for his generous patronage, and to His
Highness’ representative, the Minister of Education,
for attending both the opening and closing ceremo-
nies.

He thanked the ministries, authorities and Sate
institutions for their cooperation and for providing
the necessary facilities to ensure the success of the
event. He also thanked the representatives of the
Arab League and its specialized organizations, the
GCC Secretariat General, and the participating inter-
national organizations and institutions.

Majed Al-Rafig, Director of the Examination De-
partment at the Patent Office of the GCC Secretariat
General, congratulated the winners of the office’s
awards.

He disclosed that the Secretariat participated
this year with six inventors representing the six
GCC member states -- one from each country,
continuing its regular involvement in this scien-
tific event.

Abdullah Bouhadida, Assistant CEO for Invest-
ment and Corporate Finance at Aayan Leasing and
Investment Company and a member of the Union
of Investment Companies, expressed his happiness
over the participation of the Union in the exhibition,
emphasizing that genuine investment begins with
knowledge, technology and human capital.

Moreover, Al-Tabtabaie honored the representa-
tives of Arab and international organizations and
institutions concerned with inventions and intellec-
tual property, including President of the International
Federation of Inventors Associations (IFIA) Ali Reza
Rastkar, and representative of the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO) Dr. Amr Abdel Aziz.

The representatives of the partners, sponsors and
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The Governor of Ahmadi and officials from Kuwait Oil Company during the launch

of the event.

The Governor of Ahmadi is following up
on the activities and events accompany-
ing Sport Day.

KOC photos
Children’s participation in the Ahmadi
Sport Day activities.

Ahmadi holds annual Sport Day

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 14, (KUNA): In fes-
tive atmospheres showing societal participa-
tion which coincides with Kuwait’s national
days celebration, Al Ahmadi Sport Day
kick-started on Thursday, in the presence of
Al Ahmadi Governor Sheikh Humoud Jaber
Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah.

Co-organized by the Kuwait Oil Compa-
ny and Al Ahmadi Governorate, the three-
day event is held for the third year in a row
at Al Ahmadi Park to create spaces for fami-
lies and individuals to spend amusing time
and partake in entertainment contests, along

sport, technical and cultural activities.

Such an event contributes to boosting so-
cietal internation and cementing sport cul-
ture as a healthy life. Sport is a cornerstone
in shaping a healthy and balanced society as
it plays a key role in boosting social bonds
and planting positive values.

This method shows concerted efforts
of national institutions and official bodies
to back initiatives which embody a shared
vision toward developing the society and
stimulating all groups to get engaged in var-
ied heritage, cultural and sport activities.

Continued from Page 1

New safeguards

foundations and controls for establishing or
participating in companies and acquiring real
estate and securities. It is also responsible for
preparing the proposed budget and submitting
it to the Board of Directors.

The resolution authorizes the committee to
contract with a specialized entity to provide
Sharia advisory services to ensure compliance
with Islamic Sharia provisions, with the op-
tion of referring Sharia-related matters to the
relevant committee formed by a decision of
the PAMA’s Board of Directors for its opin-
ion. It also permits the committee to contract
internal and external auditors with expertise
in auditing transactions that comply with Is-
lamic Sharia.

The resolution further regulates the mecha-
nism for holding committee meetings, which
are convened at the invitation of the chairper-
son. A meeting shall be considered valid if
attended by more than half of the members,
provided that the chairperson or their rep-
resentative is present. The committee may
convene meetings remotely through modern
means of communication.

Youth mental

He stressed that the mental health of chil-
dren and adolescents is a national respon-
sibility requiring the concerted efforts of
health, educational and social institutions,
along with the vital role of the family as the
primary caregiver of the child.

He added that investing in prevention,
awareness and early intervention programs
is the most effective way to protect children

and ensure that they are raised in a healthy
and safe environment.

Meanwhile, Dr. Hussein Al-Shatti, Chair-
man of the Conference Organizing Commit-
tee, stated that the conference aims to identify
common causes and challenges, and to lay
down an effective and sustainable action plan
to unify efforts among various disciplines in
relevant medical and educational institutions.

FATF applauds

The FATF praised Kuwait for the extensive
measures it has taken since the adoption of
the mutual evaluation report in June 2014 to
strengthen the national framework for com-
bating money laundering, terrorist financing,
and the financing of the proliferation of weap-
ons of mass destruction.

The task force stressed that these efforts
demonstrate a high level of political com-
mitment and coordinated institutional action,
which contributed to ensuring the effective-
ness of the national system.

It approved the action plan of Kuwait to
support and monitor continuous efforts to
further develop its anti-money laundering and
counter-terrorism financing framework.

It also decided to put the State of Kuwait
under enhanced monitoring -- a step intended
to ensure the sustainability of the progress
achieved and the continuous implementation
of reforms outlined in the approved plan.

It stated that Kuwait has undertaken broad
and comprehensive reforms in its anti-mon-
ey laundering, counter-terrorism financing,
and counter-proliferation financing systems,
thereby, addressing 95 percent of the recom-
mendations included in the mutual evaluation
report within a record timeframe.
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Al-Salam Charity launches
‘Peace Village 3" in Yemen

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 14, (KUNA):
Al-Salam Association for Humanitar-
ian and Charitable Work inaugurated
“Peace Village 3” in Yemen as part of
its humanitarian and development ef-
forts aimed at improving the quality of
life and providing an integrated envi-
ronment for residents through a pack-
age of vital service projects.

Director General of the association
Hamad Al-Aoun told KUNA on Satur-
day during the opening that the project
includes 10 residential buildings com-
prising 108 apartments, in addition to
a mosque accommodating around 550
male and 150 female worshippers.

The village also features a voca-
tional training center with an annual
capacity of 320 trainees to support the
economic empowerment of beneficia-
ry families.

Al-Aoun added that the village in-
cludes a school with nine classrooms
serving up to 324 students, as well as
a medical center capable of providing
healthcare services to more than 200
cases daily.

The project also comprises a water
desalination plant with a production
capacity ranging between 80,000 and
120,000 liters per day, alongside wa-
ter networks estimated at 450 liters per
second to ensure the sustainability of
essential services.
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KUNA photo

Hamad Al-Aoun, Director General

of the Al-Salam Association for Hu-

manitarian and Charitable Work,
delivers his speech.

Additionally, the village features a
public park spanning approximately
700 square meters with a capacity of
200 children, a sports field covering
about 550 square meters, a solar en-
ergy system, and other service and de-
velopment facilities, including a Quran
memorization center and a computer
lab.

Al-Aoun said the project aims to fos-
ter an integrated community built on
education, healthcare and sustainable
development, contributing to long-term
stability for beneficiaries in Yemen.

Farmers’ market initiative
supports local producers

Fresh produce hits Al-Edailia

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 14,
(KUNA): Minister of State
for Communication and
Information  Technology
Affairs and Acting Min-
ister of Information and
Culture Omar Al-Omar
said on Thursday that the
farmers’ market initiative
contributes to backing Ku-
waiti farmers and enhanc-
ing their products at local

markets.

Speaking to KUNA and Kuwait
TV, Al-Omar said the initiative, or-
ganized by supreme tourism com-
mittee in collaboration with Ghalia
Company, is a key step to for sale
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KUNA photo

Minister of State for Communication and Information Technology Affairs and
Acting Minister of Information and Culture Omar Al-Omar during a tour of the
farmers’ market.

Continued from Page 1

outlets close to residential areas,
which farmers to offer their prod-
ucts to consumers.

Establishing the market inside
residential areas helps citizens and
expats get fresh local produce, he
added, noting that this experience
which took place in Al-Edailia area
park, deserves continuation due
to its economic and social dimen-
sions.

Meanwhile, head of Ghalia Ab-
dulrazzaq Al-Mutawa said the
Company has 40 selling stands,
along with others for honey and
dairy products.

He indicated that they want,
through this step, to help local pro-
ducers and back food security in Ku-
wait. The market will last until next
Saturday.

Agricultural and

As a result, addressing the budget
deficit is likely to remain a challenge for
the government for some time, despite
the availability of practical solutions.

The first key solution is to encourage
the private sector, which is the strong-
est economic driver in all countries
that aim to diversify income sources
by collecting taxes and fees, stimulat-
ing domestic consumer spending, and
promoting free trade locally, regionally,
and internationally.

Meanwhile, we are nearing the com-
pletion of the Mubarak Al-Kabeer Port
project, which will serve as the coun-
try’s strategic link between East and
West.

When discussing entertainment pro-
jects and their importance, the main
point is that citizens and residents
would spend their money within the
country rather than traveling and spend-
ing it abroad.

Tourism spending overseas amounts
to approximately KD four billion annu-
ally, with Kuwaitis spending about 11
percent of their yearly income abroad.
This massive outflow of funds signifi-
cantly reduces local investment oppor-
tunities in the entertainment and tour-
ism sectors.

It is essential to clarify responsibili-
ties for addressing all ongoing avenues
of waste. Service ministers, including
the Minister of Commerce and Industry
and their subsidiaries, must lift restric-
tions on investors and those entitled to
use industrial and service plots. This re-
sponsibility also lies with the Minister
of Finance, Kuwait Municipality, and
other relevant authorities.

It appears that these institutions are
contributing to further constraining the
national economy through unprecedent-
ed restrictions.

As a result, the budget deficit con-
tinues to grow due to the absence of a

sound economic and financial vision.
Important measures such as lifting sub-
sidies on goods and services, encour-
aging domestic consumer spending,
developing a comprehensive plan for
Kuwaitization, avoiding arbitrary deci-
sions, and motivating young Kuwaitis
to join the private sector, provided their
work boosts productivity rather than
creating disguised unemployment, re-
main unimplemented.

There are, indeed, several sectors that
could serve as sources of national in-
come. For example, farms in Al-Abdali
and Al-Wafra, which can produce meat
and other food products, could also be
developed for tourism and recreational
purposes.

Industrial plots could be utilized to
establish processing industries, increas-
ing national income and helping to re-
duce the budget deficit.

Pressures on beneficiaries of agricul-
tural plots have driven many Kuwaitis
to spend their weekends at farms in
Khafji or in Iraq, purchasing fruits and
vegetables instead of investing in local
Kuwaiti farms.

This is just one example of the nega-
tive impact of restrictive practices on
agricultural and industrial holdings. If
these assets were managed wisely, they
could generate substantial revenue for
the state.

Massive growth

He presented a positive overall out-
look for the 2026/2027 fiscal year budg-
et, stating it will remain on track as long
as capital spending is directed towards
infrastructure, development and service
projects.

He also pointed out that growth in
non-oil revenues is a positive indicator
in terms of the overall performance of
the budget.

On the estimated budget deficit of

KD9.8 billion, Ramadhan clarified that
it does not pose a major problem, par-
ticularly since the profits of the Kuwaiti
sovereign wealth fund, whose assets ex-
ceed $1 trillion, are not included in the
State budget revenues.

On the occasional discrepancy be-
tween estimated and actual deficits, he
acknowledged that such gaps occurred
in recent years. He argued that deficit
estimates are not a major concern, as
they are based on a longer and different
timeframe than actual estimates.

He cited the remarkable difference
between actual and estimated deficits
recently, which he attributed to over-
estimation of budget expenditures,
production volumes, costs and other
aspects.

Asked about the possibility of an in-
creased deficit in the coming years due
to declining oil prices, Ramadhan stated
that predicting oil prices is impossible
due to various factors, such as the po-
litical situation, voluntary or mandatory
reductions of OPEC+ quota by some
countries, and many other reasons.

About the growth of non-oil rev-
enues from KD2.9 billion in fiscal
2025/2026 to KD3.5 billion in the new
fiscal year, he considers it a positive
development based on certain factors
like the increased government fees for
some services and decrease in the value
of energy subsidies due to the drop in
oil prices.

He also stressed the importance of
expediting the implementation of eco-
nomic programs aimed at diversifying
non-oil revenue sources, given the im-
pact of fluctuating oil prices on the State
budget.

Kuwait embarks

The allocation for the project in the
current budget reached KD150,000 and
the target completion date is on Feb 28,

= JOINT OPERATIONS

SAUDI ARABIAN CHEVRON INC. (SAC)

KUWAIT GULF OIL COMPANY (K.5.C)

)

support and guidance.

Joint Operations (Saudi Arabian Chevron Inc. / Kuwait Gulf Oil Company) announces the
below-mentioned Public Tenders for the procurement of materials. Kuwaiti and Saudi merchants
registered with either company wishing to participate in any of the below-mentioned Tenders
should submit their bids electronically through "SMART BY GEP" https://smart.gep.com.

For first-time registration, please contact TLQX@Chevron.com - BHSJ@Chevron.com for

A non-refundable fee is stated against each tender. Tender fees must be deposited, and bidders
must attach proof of payment as follows:

STATE OF KUWAIT KINGDOM OF SAUDI ARABIA

NATIONAL BANK OF KUWAIT GULF BANK - KUWAIT

ACCOUNT NUMBER: 1001132057 | IBAN: KW25GULB00000000000000090550035

IN KUWAITI DINAR IN KUWAITI DINAR

RIYADH BANK

IBAN: SA2620000003100019949901

IN SAUDI RIYAL
The start date for the following Tenders will be on Sunday, 15 FEB 2026 and closing date will be on
Tuesday, 17 MAR 2026 @ 09:00 A.M.

NSO'_ TE“([))_ER MATERIALS CLOSING DATE IEEE? CIESS-IEI s
1 048590 | S/FIMODCO SBM OFFSHORE, SINGLE BUOY MOORING | 35 | 17/3/2026
2 | 048589 | HOSE COUPLING 5 17/3/2026
3 | 048500 | MARINE ROPE 15 | 17/3/2026
4 | 048496 | 3 PHASE SEPARATOR 100 | 17/3/2026
5 | 048493 | MANIFOLDS 35 | 17/3/2026
6 | 048491 | S/F CAMERON 25 | 17/3/2026
7 | 048481 | METAL PLATE 25 | 17/3/2026
8 | 048480 | METAL HOSE 15 | 17/3/2026
9 | 048492 | CONTROL VALVE 5 17/3/2026
10 | 048727 | CASSING & ACCESSORIES, VALLOUREC 50 | 17/3/2026
11 | 048610 | LINER HANGER, SCHLUMBERGER OILFLD-SMITH | 50 | 17/3/2026
12 | 048708 | CASSING & ACCESSORIES, TENARIS 35 | 17/3/2026
13 | 048702 | WELLHEAD SYSTEM FOR CAMERON 25 | 17/3/2026

2027, as per the latest report on the de-
velopment plan.

Markets placed

In a press statement, the ministry re-
vealed that its emergency teams carried
out an intensive inspection campaign
targeting service plots in South Amgha-
ra, specifically at the construction mate-
rials waste site.

It confirmed that the campaign led to
the discovery of several violations, and
that the necessary legal measures were
taken against those who committed vio-
lations, while 48 plots in the area were
ordered closed.

It added that the inspection campaigns
will continue in various areas, stressing
that it will not tolerate any violations
and will firmly apply the law on anyone
proven to have committed violations, as
part of its commitment to maintain order
and protect the market.

Meanwhile, Director of the Commer-
cial Control Department in the ministry
Faisal Al-Ansari revealed the intensi-
fication of field campaigns in various
central markets, which were conducted

under the supervision and in the pres-
ence of Minister of Commerce and In-
dustry Osama Boodai.

Al-Ansari said the primary goal of
this campaign was to assess the readi-
ness of the markets to meet the demand
for Ramadan food products.

The campaign covered shops selling
meat, poultry, dates and other Ramadan
supplies. The emergency teams moni-
tored the availability and quality of basic
commodities and looked into the com-
mitment of shop owners to adhere to the
announced prices.

Violations recorded included non-
compliance with specified prices,
weight cheating, and failure to abide by
other regulatory requirements.

Desert Warrior

He expressed his deep appreciation
to all military personnel involved in the
exercise, and commended the excep-
tional level of cooperation and hospital-
ity of the Kuwaiti side, which reflects
the strength of bilateral relations.

In addition, British Defense Attaché
Captain Neil Marriott (Royal Navy)

considers ‘Desert Warrior 9’ an affir-
mation of the strength and depth of the
Kuwaiti-British  defense partnership,
which is built on professionalism, mu-
tual trust, and a shared commitment to
ensuring readiness. He said the closing
demonstration during the ‘VIP Day’
showcased the advanced operational
proficiency of the participating forces
and the vital role of high-level training
in developing capabilities and guaran-
teeing operational preparedness.

He pointed out that training is the
core of the evolving strategy of the
Kuwait Army and joint exercises con-
tribute significantly to strengthening
partnership, enhancing interoperability,
and creating a lasting impact.

Several dignitaries attended the high-
profile exercise, including Undersecre-
tary of the Ministry of Defense Sheikh
Dr. Abdullah Al-Mishal, Undersecretary
of the Ministry of Oil Sheikh Dr. Nimer
Al-Fahad, Deputy Chief of the General
Staff of the Kuwait Army Major General
Sabah Al-Jaber, British Assistant Chief
of the Defense Staff Major General John
Swift, senior commanding officers at the
Kuwaiti and British armed forces, and
officials in the Ministry of Oil and Ku-
wait Oil Company (KOC).

talabat

Ramadan Mubarak to you
and our beloved Kuwait.
Wishing you a month
filled with blessings, joy,
and prosperity.
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TSA agents working without pay at airports

US Homeland Security Department enters partial shutdown due to lack of funding

WASHINGTON, Feb 14, (Agen-
cies): The US Department of Home-
land Security (DHS) entered a partial
shutdown as temporary funding for
the department expired at the end of
Friday.

The Senate on Thursday failed to
advance a funding bill for the DHS,
as Republicans and Democrats did
not reach an agreement on reforming
immigration enforcement regulations,
following two fatal shootings by feder-
al law enforcement officers in the city
of Minneapolis in Minnesota.

The Congress has recently passed
a funding package to fund multiple
US federal agencies for the remainder
of the fiscal year 2026, yet the DHS
only received a two-week continuing
resolution at current funding levels.
A shutdown of the US Department
of Homeland Security that took ef-
fect early Saturday impacts the agency
responsible for screening passengers
and bags at airports across the country.
Travelers with airline reservations may

be nervously recalling a 43-day gov-
ernment shutdown that led to historic
flight cancellations and long delays
last year.

Transportation Security Adminis-
tration officers are expected to work
without pay while lawmakers remain
without an agreement on Homeland
Security’s annual funding. TSA of-
ficers also worked through the record
shutdown that ended Nov. 12, but avi-
ation experts say this one may play out
differently.

Trade groups for the US travel in-
dustry and major airlines nonetheless
warned that the longer DHS appropria-
tions are lapsed, the longer security
lines at the nation’s commercial air-
ports could get.

Here’s what to know about the latest
shutdown and how to plan ahead.

Funding for Homeland Security ex-
pired at midnight. But the rest of the
federal government is funded through
Sept 30. That means air traffic control-
lers employed by the Federal Aviation

Travelers walk with their luggage past TSA agents at Fort Lauderdale-Hol-
lywood International Airport on Nov 13, 2025, in Fort Lauderdale, Fla. (AP)

Administration will receive paychecks
as usual, reducing the risk of wide-
spread flight cancellations.

According to the department’s
contingency plan, about 95% of TSA
workers are deemed essential person-

nel and required to keep working.
Democrats in the House and Senate say
Homeland Security won’t get funded
until new restrictions are placed on
federal immigration operations.

During past shutdowns, disruptions
to air travel tended to build over time,
not overnight. About a month into last
year’s shutdown, for example, TSA
temporarily closed two checkpoints
at Philadelphia International Airport.
That same day, the government took
the extraordinary step of ordering all
commercial airlines to reduce their do-
mestic flight schedules.

John Rose, chief risk officer for
global travel management company
Altour, said strains could surface at
airports more quickly this time be-
cause the TSA workforce also will be
remembering the last shutdown.

“It’s still fresh in their minds and
potentially their pocketbooks,” Rose
said.

It’s hard to predict whether, when or
where security screening snags might

pop up. Even a handful of unscheduled
TSA absences could quickly lead to
longer wait times at smaller airports,
for example, if there’s just a single se-
curity checkpoint.

That’s why travelers should plan to
arrive early and allow extra time to get
through security.

“I tell people to do this even in good
times,” Rose said.

Experts say flight delays also are a
possibility even though air traffic con-
trollers are not affected by the DHS
shutdown.

Airlines might decide to delay de-
partures in some cases to wait for
passengers to clear screening, said
Rich Davis, senior security advisor at
risk mitigation company International
SOS. Shortages of TSA officers also
could slow the screening of checked
luggage behind the scenes.

Most airports display security line
wait times on their websites, but don’t
wait until the day of a flight to check
them, Rose advised.

This image made from video shows the South Carolina State University campus in Orangeburg, SC, after a shoot-
ing in a residential complex on Feb 13. (AP)

Shooting at South Carolina State University dorm kills 2

Two men were killed and another
was wounded in a shooting in a
dorm room at South Carolina State
University just four months after an-
other deadly shooting at the cam-
pus.

Henry L. Crittington, 19, died at
the scene of the Thursday night
shooting at the Hugine Suites hous-

ing complex, and Terrell Thomas,
18, died at the hospital, authorities
said. The condition of the third man
was not known, and his name was
not released.

Both men killed were not stu-
dents, while the wounded man was
enrolled, officials said.

An eight-hour lockdown on cam-

pus was lifted Friday morning. No
arrests were announced, but au-
thorities said there was no longer
a threat.

A police report indicated that
there were two women in the room,
but investigators did not release
details about what led to the shoot-
ing. (AP)

Navalny poisoned by Kremlin with
dart frog toxin: European nations

LONDON, Feb 14, (AP): Russian op-
position leader Alexei Navalny was
poisoned by the Kremlin with a rare
and lethal toxin found in the skin of
poison dart frogs, five European coun-
tries said Saturday.

The foreign ministries of the UK,
France, Germany, Sweden and the
Netherlands said analysis of samples
taken from Navalny’s body ‘“conclu-
sively confirmed the presence of epiba-
tidine.” It is a neurotoxin found in the
skin of dart frogs in South America that
is not found naturally in Russia, they
said.

The countries said in a joint state-
ment that “Russia had the means, mo-
tive and opportunity to administer this
poison.” They said they were report-
ing Russia to the Organization for the
Prohibition of Chemical Weapons for a
breach of the Chemical Weapons Con-
vention.

They made the announcement as
Navalny’s widow Yulia Navalnaya
attended the Munich Security Confer-
ence in Germany as the second anni-
versary of Navalny’s death approaches.

Navalny, who crusaded against of-

Russian opposition leader Alexei
Navalny speaks to the media in
front of security officers standing
guard at the Foundation for Fight-
ing Corruption office in Moscow,
Russia on Dec 26, 2019. (AP)

ficial corruption and staged massive
anti-Kremlin protests as President
Vladimir Putin’s fiercest foe, died in

an Arctic penal colony on Feb. 16,
2024. He was serving a 19-year sen-
tence that he believed to be politically
motivated.

“Russia saw Navalny as a threat,”
British Foreign Secretary Yvette Coop-
er said. “By using this form of poison
the Russian state demonstrated the des-
picable tools it has at its disposal and
the overwhelming fear it has of politi-
cal opposition.”

Navalny’s widow, said last year
that two independent labs had found
that her husband was poisoned shortly
before he died. Navalnaya has repeat-
edly blamed Putin for Navalny’s death,
something Russian officials have vehe-
mently denied.

Navalnaya said Saturday that she
had been “certain from the first day”
that her husband had been poisoned,
“but now there is proof.”

“Putin killed Alexei with chemical
weapon,” she wrote on social network
X, calling Putin “a murderer” who
“must be held accountable.”

Russian authorities said that the poli-
tician became ill after a walk and died
from natural causes.

Rubio’s speech to EU allies takes softer

tone hut sticks to Trum

MUNICH, Feb 14, (AP): US Secretary
of State Marco Rubio offered a reas-
suring message to America’s allies on
Saturday, striking a less aggressive but
still firm tone about the administra-
tion’s intent to reshape the trans-Atlan-
tic alliance and push its priorities after
more than a year of President Donald
Trump’s often-hostile rhetoric toward
traditional allies.

Reminding his audience at the an-
nual Munich Security Conference
about America’s centuries-long roots
in Europe, Rubio said the United States
would remain forever tied to the con-
tinent even as it pushes for changes in
the relationship and the international
institutions that have been the bulwark
of the post-World War II world order.

Rubio addressed the conference a year
after Vice President JD Vance stunned
the same audience with a harsh critique of
European values. A series of statements
and moves from the Trump administra-
tion targeting allies followed, including
Trump’s short-lived threat last month to
impose new tariffs on several European
countries in a bid to secure U.S. control
of Greenland, a semiautonomous terri-
tory of NATO ally Denmark.

On Friday, German Chancellor Frie-
drich Merz had opened this year’s gath-
ering by calling for the US and Europe

p’s firm stance

US Secretary of State Marco Rubio walks to a meeting of G7 foreign
ministers at the Munich Security Conference in Munich, Germany on Feb
14. (AP)

to “repair and revive trans-Atlantic
trust together,” saying that even the US
isn’t powerful enough to go it alone in
a world whose old order no longer ex-
ists. But he and other European officials
made clear that they will stand by their
values, including their approach to free
speech, climate change and free trade.

While offering a calmer and more re-
assuring tone than the one often heard
over the past year, Rubio made clear
that the Trump administration is stick-
ing to its guns on policy. He denounced
“a climate cult” and “an unprecedented
wave of mass migration that threatens
the cohesion of our societies.”

Canada’s PM and opp’n leader hold
hands during school shooting vigil

VANCOUVER, British Columbia, Feb
14, (AP): Canadian Prime Minister
Mark Carney and the country’s main
opposition leader held hands Friday
as they paid tribute to the victims of
one of the worst mass shootings in the
country’s history at a vigil in a devas-
tated British Columbia town.

Carney and Opposition Conservative
leader Pierre Poilievre joined hands as
an Indigenous leader sang a prayer out-
side the town hall in Tumbler Ridge.

Carney and Poilievre also spoke.
The prime minister named each of the
six people killed at Tumbler Ridge Sec-
ondary School and said the mother and
brother of the shooter who were killed
also “deserve to be mourned.”

Authorities said the 18-year-old al-
leged shooter, identified as Jesse Van
Rootselaar, killed her 39-year-old
mother, Jennifer Jacobs, and 11-year-
old stepbrother, Emmett Jacobs, in
their home on Tuesday before heading
to the nearby Tumbler Ridge Second-
ary School and opening fire, killing five
children and an educator before killing
herself.

Carney said he sat with people who
are “living through something no one
should ever have to endure.”

“When you wake up tomorrow, and
the world feels impossible, know that
millions of Canadians are with you.
When the cameras leave and the qui-
et sets in - know that we will still be
here,” Carney said.

A crowd of hundreds attended the

Canada’s Prime Minister Mark Carney, (right), and Conservative Leader
Pierre Poilievre join hands while attending a vigil for the victims of a mass
shooting, in Tumbler Ridge, BC on Feb 13. (AP)

vigil. Some held photos of loved ones
they lost.

Carney said the community has al-
ways been defined by people caring for
each other.

“And when the unimaginable hap-
pened on Tuesday, you were there
again. First responders at the school
within two minutes. Teachers shielding
their children,” he said.

Poilievre commended Carney for his
“tremendous grace.” Canada’s political
leaders flew from Ottawa together.

British Columbia Premier David

Eby said the students of the school
won’t ever have to return to the build-
ing if they don’t want to.

“I will promise that not one of you
will ever be forced to go back to that
school. We will provide a safe place for
you to go back to school,” Eby said.

Authorities on Thursday identi-
fied those killed at the school as Kylie
Smith, Abel Mwansa, Zoey Benoit and
Ticaria Lampert, all age 12, as well
as 13-year-old Ezekiel Schofield and
assistant teacher Shannda Aviugana-
Durand, 39.
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A nearly flooded bridge is seen in Confolens as severe flooding hits western France amid storm Nils on Feb

12. (AP)

Storm aftermath leaves 2 dead in France

The aftermath of a deadly storm
continued to disrupt parts of France
on Friday, with flooding concerns
persisting in the southwest even as
wind alerts were lifted, according to
weather service Météo-France.
Government spokesperson Maud
Bregeon said on TF1 that France
had recorded two deaths linked to
Storm Nils: one on Thursday in the
Landes department and a second “in

Europe

Britain’s top civil servant resigns: Britain’s Cabinet
Secretary and Head of the Civil Service, Chris Wormald,
has become the third senior official to step down in less than
a week amid the political fallout over former British am-
bassador to the United States Peter Mandelson, the Cabinet

Office has announced.

“It has been an honour and a
privilege to serve as a civil servant
for the past 35 years, and a particu-
lar distinction to lead the Service as
Cabinet Secretary,” Wormald said
in a statement.

The Cabinet Office added that
Prime Minister Keir Starmer will
appoint a new Cabinet Secretary
“shortly.”

According to the British govern-
ment, the Cabinet Secretary is the

Prime Minister’s most senior policy adviser and acts as
Secretary to the Cabinet, responsible to all ministers for the

running of Cabinet Government.

Wormald was appointed to the post in December 2024. Pre-
viously, he served as Permanent Secretary at the Department
of Health and at the Department for Education. (Xinhua)
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the last hours” in Tarn-et-Garonne.

She said the second victim was a
man who was found in his garden.

Network operator Enedis said the
storm left up to 900,000 customers
without power at its peak; by Friday
morning it had restored service to
about half of those affected and
mobilized 3,000 personnel, includ-
ing 2,100 technicians.

Flood vigilance remained high.

Météo-France maintained red flood
alerts for Gironde and Lot-et-Ga-
ronne - to remain in place Saturday
- due to a significant Garonne river
flood episode.

Météo-France said the storm had
“uncommon strength” and swept in
from France’s western seaboard
overnight Wednesday into Thurs-
day and has now moved on track-
ing east into Europe. (AP)

Fire in Budapest suburb kills 3: At least three people
died and nearly two dozen others were injured after a build-

Management.

Wormald

ing used as temporary lodgings for workers caught fire early
Friday in a suburb of Hungary’s capital, authorities said.
Firefighters extinguished the fire in Budakeszi, about five
miles (eight kilometers) west of Budapest, after it engulfed
the two-story building in the early morning hours, accord-
ing to Hungary’s National Directorate General for Disaster

More than 40 paramedics and 18 emergency vehicles
were dispatched to the scene. Firefighters pulled several
survivors and three gas cylinders from the building. The
bodies of two men and a woman were found beneath the
collapsed roof of the building, a spokesperson for the disas-
ter management authority said. (AP)

g o Q

Germany’s airport resumes operations: Departures
resumed at Germany’s Cologne Bonn Airport on Friday af-
ter a brief suspension caused by a security incident.

Around 6:30 am (0530 GMT) in the morning, operations
were halted and the security checkpoints were closed after
the incident, police said.

An airport spokesman said that departures were disrupt-
ed for around two and a half hours. Around 12 flights were
affected and delayed, with no cancellations reported.

An initial investigation revealed that a bag undergoing
security checks had been handed to its owner despite being

flagged for extra screening, police said. (Xinhua)
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N.Korea leader inspects memorial museum of overseas military ops

S.Korea's drone regret sensible but insufficient says Kim’s sister

SEOUL, South Korea, Feb 14,
(Agencies): The powerful sister of
North Korean leader Kim Jong Un
said Friday it was “sensible” for a
South Korean government official
to express regret for alleged civil-
ian drone flights over North Korea
but warned of counterattacks if they
recur.

The statement by Kim Yo Jong
came after South Korean Unifica-
tion Minister Chung Dong-young
on Tuesday expressed “deep regret”
over the alleged flights and stressed
that Seoul’s liberal government seeks
“mutual recognition and peaceful co-
existence” between the war-divided
rivals.

North Korea threatened retaliation
last month after accusing South Ko-
rea of launching a surveillance drone
flight in September and again in Janu-
ary.

The South Korean government has
denied operating any drones during
the times specified by North Korea
but law enforcement authorities are
investigating three civilians suspected
of flying drones into the North from
border areas.

The development threatens to fur-
ther dampen prospects for a push by
Seoul to resume long-stalled talks
with North Korea amid a deepening
nuclear standoff.

Kim Yo Jong said Chung’s com-

This photo provided by the North Korean government shows Kim Yo Jong,

sister of North Korean leader Kim Jong Un, delivering a speech during a

national meeting against the coronavirus, in Pyongyang, North Korea, on
Aug 10, 2022. (AP)

ments displayed “sensible behavior”
but were insufficient as a government
response, demanding stronger mea-
sures from Seoul to prevent similar
activities in the future.

“l give advance warning that re-
occurrence of such provocation as
violating the inalienable sovereignty
of the DPRK will surely provoke a
terrible response,” she said, using the
initials of North Korea’s formal name,

the Democratic People’s Republic of
Korea.

“Various counterattack plans are
on the table and one of them will be
chosen without doubt and it will go
beyond proportionality,” she said
without specifying.

The Unification Ministry, which
handles inter-Korean affairs, said the
alleged drone flights ran counter to
the government’s principles of reduc-

ing tensions and that it plans to take
unspecified steps to prevent similar
incidents.

Analysts say North Korea’s drone
accusations were likely driven by its
efforts to dial up anti-South Korea
sentiments ahead of the ruling Work-
ers’ Party congress in late February.
North Korea could add leader Kim
Jong Un’s declaration of a hostile
“two-state” system on the Korean
Peninsula in the party constitution
during the congress, the first of its
kind in five years.

There have been no public talks
between the Koreas since 2019 and
drone flights are a source of animosity
between the rivals.

Meanwhile, Kim inspected the
Memorial Museum of Combat Feats
at the Overseas Military Operations
under construction, the official Ko-
rean Central News Agency reported
Saturday.

During the inspection on Friday,
Kim learned about the construction
progress as well as the creation and
installation of sculptures, the report
said.

The DPRK leader stressed the
importance of “successfully build-
ing the museum into a sacred monu-
ment, which will be glorified eter-
nally as a symbol of the feats and
immortality of the fallen fighters,”
it said.

Junya Ogawa bows after being elected as the new leader of the Centrist
Reform Alliance (CRA) in Tokyo, Japan on Feb 13. (Xinhua)

Junya Ogawa elected new leader
of Japan’s main opposition (CRA)

TOKYO, Feb 14, (Xinhua): Junya Ogawa was elected new leader of Japan’s main
opposition force, the Centrist Reform Alliance (CRA), on Friday.

Ogawa, former secretary general of the Constitutional Democratic Party of Ja-
pan (CDPJ), won a simple majority vote by the party’s 49 lower house lawmakers
against Takeshi Shina, the CDPJ’s former acting policy chief.

The new leader’s term will run until the end of March next year.

Ogawa told media before the leadership election in Tokyo that he would strive
to achieve unity within the party and gain more external support, as the newly cre-
ated party suffered a heavy loss in the recent general election.

Also:
BENING: An earthquake with a magnitude of 5.6 jolted Ryukyu Islands,
japan at 2148 GMT on Thursday, the GFZ German Research Centre for Geo-
sciences said.

The epicenter, with a depth of 10 km, was initially determined to be at 25.72
degrees north latitude and 128.62 degrees east longitude.

We must erase everything and move forward: Anutin

Thailand’s ruling conservative party moves closer to forming new coalition govt

BANGKOK, Feb 14, (AP): Thailand’s ruling conservative Bhumjaithai Party on
Friday moved closer to forming a new government after the Pheu Thai Party, the
third place finisher in the country’s general election, agreed to join it in a proposed
ruling coalition.

Bhumjaithai won 193 seats in the 500-member House of Representatives in
Sunday’s election, according to unofficial results from the Election Commission,
positioning it to return incumbent Prime Minister Anutin Charnviraku I to office
with a Cabinet of his choosing.

The populist Pheu Thai Party, backed by former prime minister Thaksin Shi-
nawatra, finished third with 74 seats. Together, the two parties would command
267 seats, surpassing the 251 seats required for a majority. Several smaller parties
also pledged their support.

“Bhumjaithai and Pheu Thai will look into the future. We agreed that both our
parties have people with abilities great enough to lead Thailand into a stable and
sustainable future,” Anutin said in a news conference.

He was joined by Pheu Thai leaders, including Yodchanan Wongsawat, a neph-
ew of Thaksin who had been the party’s candidate for prime minister.

The two parties had previously partnered after the 2023 election, when Pheu
Thai - then the second-largest party - led negotiations as the senior partner in their
government-to-be.

That alliance collapsed last year following controversy surrounding then-Prime
Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra, Thaksin’s daughter, over border tensions with
Cambodia. Anutin then secured enough parliamentary support in September to
become prime minister.

Addressing their past disputes on Friday, Anutin said that “We must erase ev-
erything and move forward.”

Bhumjaithai has announced that six smaller parties with a combined eight seats
have also pledged to join its coalition.

The progressive People’s Party, which finished second with 118 seats, has ruled
out joining a Bhumjaithai government.

Pheu Thai’s result was considered its worst performance in decades. Elec-

In this photo released by Bhumjaithai Party, Pheu Thai Party prime minister
candidate Yodchanan Wongsawat, center, shakes hands with Thailand’s
Prime Minister and leader of Bhumijaithai Party Anutin Charnvirakul at
Bhumijaithai, the party headquarters in Bangkok, Thailand on Feb 13. (AP)

toral politics since 2001 had been dominated by populist parties loyal to
Thaksin, who served as prime minister until he was ousted by an army coup in
2006, setting off a tussle for power against Thailand’s conservative royalist-
military establishment.

The party alienated some pro-democracy supporters in 2023 by breaking its

campaign promise not to align with pro-military parties and instead formed a gov-
ernment including them.

Last year it angered conservatives when Paetongtarn was found to be too chum-
my with Cambodia’s leader Hun Sen in a leaked phone call. She was kicked out of
office for an ethics violation, giving Anutin his chance to take her place.

“For the first time in its history, (Pheu Thai) will be a mid-sized party that can
at most play the role of a junior coalition partner,” said Ken Lohatepanont, a Uni-
versity of Michigan doctoral candidate in an online commentary on Thai politics.
Especially galling was losing all the seats it had held in the northern city of Chiang
Mai, Thaksin’s hometown.

He and other election observers suggest that for Bhumjaithai to establish a more
stable government, it will invite another major partner - either the fourth-place
Kla Tham Party, with 58 seats, or the Democrat Party, Thailand’s oldest, with 22.

Thailand’s business conmmunity hailed Bhumjaithai’s decisive victory, with
the hope that it would bring stability as the country struggles with a lagging econ-
omy.

Negotiations on forming a new government unfolded amid mounting allega-
tions of electoral irregularities, prompting frustrated voters to stage protests in
several parts of the country. Demonstrators called for recounts and, in some con-
stituencies, fresh by-elections.

The Asian Network for Free Elections, one of the observer groups in the polls,
said the vote was conducted in a generally peaceful and orderly manner. But it
flagged “procedural irregularities in several polling stations,” including inad-
equate public information and inconsistent access for election observers.

The legal monitoring group iLaw, which also observed the election, reported
receiving more than 4,000 complaints. These included cases where the number of
ballots exceeded the number of eligible voters, officials denying observers access
to vote counting, disputes over recount requests, and inaccuracies in the recording
of final tallies.

Election results must be certified within 60 days of the election before Parlia-
ment can convene and elect a new prime minister.

Return of millions of Afghans from Pakistan,
Iran pushes Afghanistan to brink, UN warns

GENEVA, Feb 14, (AP): The return
of millions of Afghans from neighbor-
ing Pakistan and Iran is pushing Af-
ghanistan to the brink, the UN refugee
agency said on Friday, describing an
unprecedented scale of returns.

A total of 5.4 million people have
returned to Afghanistan since October
2023, mostly from the two neighboring
countries, UNHCR’s Afghanistan rep-
resentative Arafat Jamal said, speaking
to a UN briefing in Geneva via video
link from Kabul, the Afghan capital.

“This is massive, and the speed and
scale of these returns has pushed Af-
ghanistan nearly to the brink,” Jamal
said.

Pakistan launched a sweeping crack-
down in Oct. 2023 to expel migrants
without documents, urging those in the
country to leave of their own accord
to avoid arrest and forcible deporta-
tion and forcibly expelling others. Iran
also began a crackdown on migrants at
around the same time.

Since then, millions have streamed
across the border into Afghanistan, in-
cluding people who were born in Paki-
stan decades ago and had built lives
and created businesses there.

Last year alone, 2.9 million people
returned to Afghanistan, Jamal said,
noting it was “the largest number of
returns that we have witnessed to any
single country.”

Afghanistan’s Taliban rulers have
criticized the mass expulsions.

Afghanistan was already struggling
with a dire humanitarian situation and
a poor human rights record, particu-

Afghan refugees who returned after fleeing Iran to escape deportation and
conflict arrive at a UNHCR facility near the Islam Qala crossing in western
Herat province, Afghanistan, on June 20, 2025. (AP)

larly relating to women and girls, and
the massive influx of people amount-
ing to 12% of the population has put
the country under severe strain, Jamal
said.

Already in just the month and a
half since the start of this year, about
150,000 people had returned to Af-
ghanistan, he added.

Afghan authorities provide care
packages for those returning that in-
clude some food aid, cash, a telephone
SIM card and transportation to parts
of the country where they might have
family. But the returns have strained
resources in a country that was already
struggling to cope with a weak econo-

my and the effects of a severe drought
and two devastating earthquakes.

In November, the UN development
program said nine out of 10 families
in areas of Afghanistan with high
rates of return were resorting to what
are known as negative coping mecha-
nisms - either skipping meals, falling
into debt or selling their belongings to
survive.

“We are deeply concerned about
the sustainability of these returns,”
Jamal said, noting that while 5% of
those who return say they will leave
Afghanistan again, more than 10%
say they know of someone who has
already left.

US strikes another drug
boat in Caribbean, 3 dead

WASHINGTON, Feb 14, (AP): The US military said Friday
that it has carried out another deadly strike on a vessel ac-
cused of trafficking drugs in the Caribbean Sea.

US Southern Command said on social media that the boat
“was transiting along known narco-trafficking routes in the
Caribbean and was engaged in narco-trafficking operations.”
It said the strike killed three people. A video linked to the
post shows a boat moving through the water before explod-

ing in flames.

Friday’s attack raises the death toll from the Trump ad-
ministration’s strikes on alleged drug boats to 133 people in
at least 38 attacks carried out since early September in the
Caribbean Sea and eastern Pacific Ocean.

US Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth declared last week
that “some top cartel drug-traffickers” in the region “have
decided to cease all narcotics operations INDEFINITELY
due to recent (highly effective) kinetic strikes in the Carib-

bean.”

However, Hegseth did not provide any details or informa-

tion to back up this claim, made in a post on his personal

account on social media.

President Donald Trump has said the US is in “armed
conflict” with cartels in Latin America and has justified the
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US Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth speaks at the
Bath Iron Works in Bath, Maine on Feb 9. (AP)

attacks as a necessary escalation to stem the flow of drugs.

But his administration has offered little evidence to support
its claims of killing “narcoterrorists.”

Tarique Rahman now poised to lead country

DHAKA, Bangladesh, Feb 14,
(AP): The Bangladesh National-
ist Party has claimed victory in the
country’s first election since the
2024 uprising, positioning itself
to form the next government and
potentially reshape Bangladesh’s
political landscape after years of in-
tense rivalry and disputed polls.

The party’s media unit said on X
Friday that it had secured enough
seats in Parliament to govern on its
own, though rival group Jamaat-e-
Islami raised concerns over delayed
results.

The final tally has not yet been
announced by the Election Com-
mission, but several local media
outlets reported the BNP crossing
the 151-seat threshold needed for a
majority in the 350-member Parlia-
ment.

The Election Commission said
Friday the voter turnout in Thurs-
day’s election stood at 59.44%.
More than 127 million voters were
eligible.

Akhter Ahmed, a senior secre-
tary of the Election Commission,
said Friday that a majority of vot-
ers backed a proposal for consti-
tutional reforms that was held
alongside the election. The pro-
posal included prime ministerial
term limits and stronger checks
on executive power.

He said they would publish of-

Bangladesh Nationalist Party claims victory

Bangladesh Nationalist Party Chairperson Tarigue Rahman greets
supporters after his party won the national parliamentary election, in
Dhaka, Bangladesh on Feb 14. (AP)

ficial notifications, legitimizing the
results, soon.

The BNP is headed by 60-year-
old Tarique Rahman, its prime min-
isterial candidate who returned to
Bangladesh in December after 17
years in self-exile in London. He
is the son of former prime minister
Khaleda Zia, who died in Decem-
ber.

Saleh Shibly, press secretary to
Rahman, said the BNP leader called
on his supporters to hold special
prayers alongside the weekly Friday

service and not to hold any celebra-
tory rallies or processions.

The US Embassy in Dhaka con-
gratulated Rahman and his party on
the win, calling it a “historic vic-
tory.”

“The United States looks forward
to working with you to achieve
shared goals of prosperity and se-
curity for both our countries,” U.S.
Ambassador to Bangladesh Brent T.
Christensen wrote on X.

China congratulated the BNP for
taking the lead in the election.

African Union summit opens as youth anger
grows over bloc of oldest serving leaders

NAIROBI, Kenya, Feb 14, (AP):
Africa’s top regional body is hosting
its annual summit in Ethiopia this
weekend to discuss the future of the
continent of some 1.4 billion people,
as the organization faces widespread
discontent.

Set up to “promote the unity and
solidarity of the African States,” ana-
lysts say the African Union faces a
legitimacy crisis among youth for fail-
ing to meet their expectations. Mean-
while, several African countries battle
military coups, disputed elections and
protests inspired by economic hardship
worsened by foreign aid cuts.

Africa has the youngest population
in the world, with more than 400 mil-
lion people aged 15 to 35 years old.
But it is also home to several of the
oldest and longest-serving leaders - a
paradox that has contributed to an up-
surge in coups.

SOUTH
AFRICA
20

o

South African President Cyril Ramaphosa and Chairperson of the African
Union Joao Lourenco attend a plenary session on the opening day of the
G20 Summit, in Johannesburg, South Africa on Nov 22, 2025. (AP)




KUWAIT CITY, Feb 14, (KUNA): The
price of Kuwaiti oil barrel went down
USD one to reach USD 65.25 per barrel
Friday, compared with USD 67.08 pb the
day before, according to Kuwait Petrole-

Oil barrel price down to $65.25 pb

um Corporation (KPC) on Saturday.

In international markets, Brent crude
oil price went up 23 cents to USD 67.75
pb, while West Texas crude increased
five cents to USD 62.89 pb.
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At the 8th Middle East Banking Awards 2025

KFH Group wins 5 prestigious awards from EMEA Finance

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 14: Kuwait Finance House
(KFH) Group secured five prestigious awards for
2025 from EMEA Finance at the 8th Middle East
Banking Awards. The accolades include: Best
bank in Kuwait, Best Islamic bank in Kuwait,
Best bank for SMEs in the Middle East, Best
SME product in the Middle East (Zaheb), and
Best Islamic bank in Bahrain.

This recognition un-
derscores KFH’s ex-
cellence and regional
leadership,  reflecting
its commitment to de-
livering world-class in-
novation. Furthermore,
it  highlights KFH’s
dedicated support for
the SME sector, a com-
mitment driven by the
sector’s vital role in
maintaining  economic
stability, fostering national development, and
empowering the entrepreneurial spirit of our
community.

Yousef Almutawa

Best Bank Award

The “Best Islamic Bank in Kuwait” award re-
flects KFH’s pioneering financial solutions and its
commitment to the highest professional standards,
which continue to transform the Islamic finance
industry. It also highlights the bank’s excellence in
launching diverse initiatives that establish KFH as a
global benchmark for Islamic banking.

KFH’s record profits and leading financial in-
dicators, coupled with its commitment to innova-
tion, digital transformation, and social responsi-
bility, underscore the bank’s sustained trajectory
of success. These awards further validate KFH’s
dedication to its core values as it continues to
solidify its position as a premier global Islamic
financial institution.

Best hank for SMEs
KFH Group Chief Corporate Banking Of-

Khalid AlIRukhayes receiving an award from EMEA Finance.

Almutawa:

AlRukhayes:

funding solutions

B KFH recognized for excellence in supporting SMEs

B The awards reflect KFH’s leadership in innovative financial and

ficer, Yousef Almutawa said that being named
“Best Bank for SMEs” and “Best SME Product”
in the Middle East reflects KFH’s excellence in
supporting Kuwait’s SME sector. By offering in-
tegrated financing solutions, such as Murabaha,

Ijara, and Tawarruq, alongside advanced digital
services, KFH remains a pioneer in the industry.
As the first bank to establish a specialized SME
department, KFH continues to empower busi-
nesses through financial advisory and training,

driving both sustainability and digital transfor-
mation to strengthen the local economy.

He revealed that KFH's eCorp platform for
corporate customers has witnessed a remarkable
increase in usage following the launch of its up-
graded e-services and mobile app. The platform
provides an exceptional banking experience tai-
lored specifically for the corporate sector.” KFH
has introduced a new suite of digital services de-
signed to enhance user flexibility. These include
full-authority individual accounts, electronic up-
date of data, and “Zaheb” payment service. Addi-
tionally, users can now issue QR-verified IBAN
certificates, access details of existing credit facili-
ties, request new credit facilities, view transaction
details, request new transactions, and process
outstanding payments,” Almutawa explained.

He added that the newly updated platform of-
fers a wide array of services, ranging from sal-
ary transfers and chequebook requests to viewing
account statements, tracking interbank transfers,
and managing user permissions within a multi-
registration system. Furthermore, the platform of-
fers a comprehensive suite of services, including
standing order management, monthly statement
subscriptions, and automated coverage services.
Users can also issue balance verification certifi-
cates, reactivate dormant accounts, and execute
transfers at direct rates (360T). Additionally, the
platform supports clearing company distribution
subscriptions, the opening of new investment ac-
counts and deposits, and the issuance of remit-
tances, letters of credit, and guarantees. Other
features include drawdowns from existing credit
facilities, “Zaheb” payments, all types of trans-
fers, beneficiary management (local and interna-
tional), lost card reporting, and IBAN sharing.

He added that KFH plays a major role and
provides SMEs with a range of services. These
include cash financing, various types of letters of
credit and letters of guarantee, advanced digital
support, offering corporate customers with POS
services, dedicated mobile app that facilitate the
management of the businesses’ accounts includ-

ing, payroll transfer, view performance reports.
“KFH also supports training and sustainability.
In this regard, the Bank launched the Growing
Sustainably Training Program in cooperation
with the UNDP to support sustainable business
practices. In addition, KFH’s role goes beyond
financing businesses, its efforts extend to stra-
tegic partnerships, advisory and the exchange of
expertise to promote the growth of businesses.”

Speaking at the awards ceremony in Dubai,
Deputy General Manager Global Markets
Trading and Investments at KFH, Khalid Al-
Rukhayes stated: “We are delighted to receive
these five prestigious awards from EMEA Fi-
nance. This recognition underscores KFH’s
leadership and our steadfast commitment to de-
livering innovative financial solutions that meet
customer expectations while adhering to the
highest international standards.”

He added: “These awards also reflect out-
standing achievements in delivering services,
products, and initiatives that create tangible value
for the Group’s communities, including SMEs.
Combined with high-quality operations and a di-
verse customer base, KFH has successfully con-
solidated its position as a trusted partner to both
its customers and the wider community.”

The EMEA Finance Middle East Banking
Awards celebrate the region’s most outstand-
ing achievements in financial services. Now in
its 18th edition, the program continues to draw
participation from the Middle East’s most pres-
tigious financial institutions.

As some of the most esteemed honors in the
regional banking industry, the EMEA Finance
Awards recognize institutions that demonstrate
exceptional financial performance, service qual-
ity, and industry leadership. In selecting winners,
the prestigious financial group evaluates key met-
rics including market share, product growth, and
profitability, alongside the strength of a bank’s
business strategy, industry contributions, issu-
ance market presence, and innovation in products
and services.

Stake raised

to 72.26%

Markaz leads

KD 64.1 min

Jazeera Airways stake deal

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 14: Kuwait Financial
Centre “Markaz” announced the successful
execution of a Voluntary Acquisition Offer
(VAO) valued at KD 64.12 million on behalf
of Boodai Reliance Real Estate Company
WLL. to acquire additional shares in Ja-
zeera Airways K.S.C.P., acting as the Acqui-
sition Manager for the transaction.

Under the offer, Boodai Reliance Real
Estate acquired an additional 16.65%
stake in Jazeera Airways’ issued share
capital through the purchase of 36.64 mil-
lion shares at an offer price of KD 1.750
per share. Following the completion of the
transaction, Boodai Reliance’s total own-
ership in the airline increased to 72.26%,
further reinforcing its long-term strategic
position in the company.

The VAO represents one of the notable
strategic equity acquisitions in Kuwait’s
capital markets and highlights Markaz’s
proven capability in executing complex,
high-value public-market transactions. It
also highlights Markaz’s role in facilitating
strategic stake-building for clients while
navigating shareholder dynamics, market
sensitivities, and regulatory requirements
through disciplined execution across pric-
ing, shareholder engagement, regulatory
coordination, and settlement.

Commenting on the transaction, Ali Khal-
il, Chief Executive Officer of Markaz, said:
“We are pleased to have successfully execut-
ed this high-profile transaction for Boodai
Reliance Real Estate Company, strengthen-
ing its strategic position in Jazeera Airways.
This accomplishment reflects our ability to
navigate the complexities of capital mar-
kets, adhere to regulatory requirements, and
protect the interests of shareholders while
achieving our client’s investment objectives.
It is also a testament to the depth of exper-
tise within our investment banking teams
and further cements our position as a trusted
partner for clients seeking to build and con-
solidate meaningful positions in Kuwait’s
listed companies.”

Echoing similar sentiments, Mishaal
Al-Usaimi, Group Chief Executive Of-
ficer of Boodai Corp, said: “This strategic
acquisition represents a significant step in
consolidating our long-term investment
in Jazeera Airways. Our increased stake
reflects our conviction in the company’s
long-term fundamentals and growth trajec-

Ali Khalil

Mishaal Al-Usaimi

tory. Executing a transaction of this scale
in the public markets requires a partner
that understands not only regulation, but
also market dynamics and stakeholder ex-
pectations. Markaz provided the structure,
clarity, and execution discipline needed to
complete the process efficiently and re-
sponsibly, allowing us to advance our stra-
tegic objectives with confidence.”

As Acquisition Manager, Markaz was
responsible for the structuring, coordina-
tion, and end-to-end execution of the offer,
in compliance with Capital Markets Au-
thority (CMA) regulations and exchange
requirements.

The successful closing further reinforc-
es Markaz’s track record as a specialized
acquisition manager and trusted wealth
partner, while continuing to strengthen its
investment banking and capital markets
franchise in support of institutional, fam-
ily office, and strategic investors seeking
long-term value creation in listed compa-
nies.

Annual celebration at Zain HQ brought together executive management & employees

Zain family gathers to mark Kuwait’s National celebrations

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 14: As Kuwait marks its 65th
National Day and 35th Liberation Day, Zain joined
the nationwide celebrations with a line-up of commu-
nity activations and heritage-inspired experiences that
reinforced the spirit of unity and belonging.

As it does every year, the Zain Family came to-
gether for its annual celebration at the company’s
Shuwaikh HQ. The gathering brought together em-
ployees and executive leadership, led by Vice Chair-
man and Group CEO Bader Nasser Al-Kharafi and
Zain Kuwait CEO Nawaf Al-Gharabally.The event
was also attended by H.E. Qudsi Rasheed, the United
Kingdom’s Ambassador to Kuwait, alongside mem-
bers of the company’s executive management and a
large number of employees from across divisions, all
coming together to express their love and loyalty to
Kuwait during this cherished national season.

During the ceremony, Zain recognized long-serv-
ing employees marking 20, 25, 30, and 35 years of
service, honoring the dedication and impact that have
helped shape the company’s journey and sustain its
success over the past four decades.

The celebration also included a range of interactive
activities inspired by Kuwait’s heritage and national
pride, with employees joining in a vibrant, welcoming
atmosphere that reflected the Zain Family spirit.

Held every February, this annual gathering is one
of Zain’s flagship employee initiatives, bringing staff
and executive management together to strengthen
connections across the organization and renew the
one-team spirit in celebration of Kuwait.

Over the years, the Kuwaiti community has come
to expect Zain’s strong presence at the country’s big-
gest social and entertainment events throughout the
year, particularly during the National Days season.
Audiences also eagerly anticipate Zain’s national
TVC productions for the emotion and sincerity they
carry, as the company continues to add its distinct sig-
nature to its community engagement.

This year’s national commercial stood out with a
particularly distinctive character, as Zain unveiled its
new TVC performed by the acclaimed artist Abdul-
majid Abdullah. The commercial was brought to life
by the people of Kuwait themselves, with Kuwaitis at
the heart of the story through their authentic presence
and spirit.

Reflecting Zain’s closeness to the community, the
company launched its own “Zain Studio” at Al-Kh-
iran Mall and opened its doors to the public, inviting
everyone to take part in filming scenes and appear-
ing within the commercial’s musical segments. The
experience became a unifying, interactive space that
celebrates the nation and shows its beauty through its
people.

The TVC resonated strongly with audiences, gen-
erating widespread engagement. It was produced by
Big Films, with Joy Productions serving as the adver-
tising agency, lyrics by Mohammad Al-Sheridah, mu-
sic composition &arrangement by Abdulla Ismael Al-
Shatti, mixing and mastering by Suhaib Al-Awadhi,
and directed by Mahi Seoudi.

As part of its annual February tradition, Zain main-

Bader Al-Kharafi addresses the Zain Family.

Bader Al-Kharafi, Nawaf Al-Gharabally, and UK
Ambassador Qudsi Rasheed at the event.
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Honoring employees for 25 years of service.

tains a direct and active presence in community cel-
ebrations where Kuwaitis gather to express love for
their nation. Through these activations, Zain shares
the joy of the National Days up close, in its own way,
through a wide range of entertainment programs and
heritage segments.

This year’s national activations began in early Feb-
ruary and included Zain’s sponsorship of the Febru-
ary Kuwait Festival, organized by Rotana, featuring
a star-studded line-up of Gulf and Arab artists at The
Arena Kuwait at 360 Mall.

Zain takes pride in its strategic support for this
national festival since its inception, reflecting its
commitment to playing a leading and active role in
the events and activities that accompany Kuwait’s

national occasions every February, particularly as the
Kuwaiti public looks forward to this major annual
celebration for the prominent Kuwaiti, Gulf, and Arab
music stars it attracts.

In addition, Zain sponsored Kuwait University’s
special National Days celebration, which saw strong
participation from students and university officials.
Zain also sponsored the flag-raising ceremony at so-
cial care homes under the Ministry of Social Affairs.

Zain’s annual participation in the country’s biggest
national events reflects its love and loyalty to Kuwait
during its celebrations, and reinforces the role of the
private sector, especially national companies, in shar-
ing the joy of these occasions alongside the Kuwaiti
people as an integral part of the fabric of society.

Other Voices

By Kamel Al-Harami
Independent Oil Analyst

come for the state and future generations.

UWAIT’S budget for the next fiscal year starting April

027 is forecasted with a deficit of KD 9.8 billion, which

is the largest in the country’s history. Total income is estimated

at KD 16 billion, with 79 percent coming from oil revenues,

while total expenditures are projected at around KD 26 billion,
resulting in a shortfall of nearly KD 10 billion.

This deficit will likely be covered by borrowing from inter-

national banks, while keeping Kuwait’s overseas investments,

valued at close to $1 trillion, intact to continue generating in-

The budget appears conservative, as it assumes oil prices
could fall to $57 per barrel, a scenario that is highly unlikely.
OPEC+ will not allow crude oil prices to drop to such a level,
which would harm all producers. A decline of more than $31

per barrel from the current $68 per barrel could even push
some producers into bankruptcy.

Our budget is so conservative that
next year’s total income is expected to
be more than KD 2 billion lower than the
current year, while expenses are increas-
ing by the same amount, resulting in a [, .=
budget deficit of KD 2 billion. 5

next year. Once again, predicting lower
prices next year is difficult.

The only scenario that could signifi-
cantly weaken oil prices is if Iran resumes full oil exports and
returns to the market, which would impact global prices. In

It is unlikely that oil prices will |*  ~~
weaken, and they are expected to remain R e
around $68-$70 per barrel for the rest of
this year, with a similar level anticipated .-

Kuwalit forecasts record KD 9.8 bl

such a case, OPEC+ would almost certainly intervene, taking
the necessary measures to stabilize the markets and maintain
price levels, preventing any further decline.

Budget deficits will likely persist for Kuwait and other
OPEC+ countries, as oil prices are expected to remain rela-
tively weak. Global demand for oil continues to be low, while
the market is supplied with an extra surplus of 2.5 million bar-
A rels in stock, putting downward pressure on prices. However,
: prices are not expected to fall as low as $57 per barrel, resulting
in an estimated KD 10 billion deficit for next year’s budget.

Weak oil prices pose challenges for all producing countries,
as none have developed alternatives to reduce dependence on
oil. Transitioning away from a single source of income is diffi-
cult, and there is insufficient creativity so far to address this re-
liance. In Kuwait, we have adopted another mechanism, which
is perhaps not the best, for generating income by creating our
Sovereign Wealth Fund, now worth more than $1 trillion in

Kamel Al-Harami

lon budget deficit

overseas investments and producing revenue. However, this is
not an industry that can provide jobs for the more than 15,000
new graduates entering the workforce each year. The govern-
ment must create and make these jobs available, which contrib-
utes to recurring deficits in the annual budget, accounting for
76 percent of total expenditures.

The weakest area in the budget is capital spending for future
developments and investments, which covers only 12 percent
of the budget. This should be higher to support projects that
create sustainable and meaningful job opportunities.

The KD 9.8 billion budget deficit can be addressed by bor-
rowing from international banks, backed by our oil reserves
and Sovereign Wealth Fund.

It is time to establish a think tank to explore additional sourc-
es of income beyond the two we currently rely on.

Email: naftikuwaiti@yahoo.com
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Ambassador highlights synergies hetween Viksit Bharat 2047 and Kuwait Vision 2035

Embassy of India launches Viksit Bharat 2047: India-Kuwait Dialogues’ in Kuwait

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 14: The Embassy of India in
Kuwait launched the “Viksit Bharat 2047: India-
Kuwait Dialogues” today at a special event held at
Hotel St Regis, Kuwait. This new initiative of the
Embassy will be a series of talks that will provide a
platform to present India, or Bharat, and its various
aspects to Kuwait, fostering conversations, stimu-
lating the exchange of ideas, and building con-
nections, relationships, and partnerships between
India and Kuwait. The scope of the India-Kuwait
Dialogues will be varied — its future editions are
expected to feature speakers from different fields,
including policymakers, investors, innovators, art-
ists, thought leaders, chefs, fashion and jewellery
designers, authors, sports and film personalities.

The Inaugural Talk under the “Viksit Bharat
2047: India-Kuwait Dialogues”was organised by
the Embassy today in collaboration with the Indian
Business & Professional Council (IBPC) — Kuwait.
Renowned economist, Dr. Rajat Kathuria, Dean of
Shiv Nadar University, was the Keynote Speaker at
the Inaugural Talk which was themed on ‘India’s
sustained growth: Despite a challenging global en-
vironment’.The Talk was attended by more than
100 participants, including eminent economists and
thought leaders, business leaders and profession-
als, investors and entrepreneurs, and members of
the diplomatic corps and the media.

Ambassador of India to Kuwait, H.E. Mrs. Paramita
Tripathi, in her Opening Remarks,spoke about India’s
strong economic trajectory, emphasizing that India
continued to be the world’s fastest-growing major
economy, with projections to become a USD 5 tril-
lion economy by 2030. Referring to the synergies
between India’s Viksit Bharat 2047 and Kuwait’s Vi-
sion 2035, she stated that it created opportunities for
co-investment, technology partnerships, and policy
learning that can set new benchmarks for South—South
cooperation.

Dr. Rajat Kathuria delivered an insightful talk on
the theme “India’s sustained growth: Despite a chal-

Embassy of India photos

India-Kuwait dialogues begin with focus on growth and partnership.

lenging global environment”.He highlighted India’s
sustained GDP growth and its strong macroeconom-

ic indicators. He provided insights into how India’s
Union Budget 2026, which was presented by the Fi-

nance Minister in Parliament on 1 February 2026, re-
inforced India’s commitment to sustained and inclu-
sive growth, fiscal prudence, and long-term economic
resilience, and how this translated into opportunities
for foreign investment, including from Kuwait.Dr.
Kathuria also emphasized that India’s vast consumer
base, a powerful demand engine, and strong domes-
tic consumption had helped stabilize the economy,
while the government’sstepping up capital expendi-
ture, particularly in infrastructure, such as roads, rail-
ways, ports, airports, and metro systems,was laying
the groundwork for strong private-sector participation.

Dr. Kathuria’s presentation was followed by a
lively Q&A Session, during which questions fo-
cused on how India plans to navigate global eco-
nomic uncertainties, deepen structural reforms, en-
hance ease of doing business, and further strengthen
bilateral trade and investment ties with Kuwait.
Participants sought clarity on sector-specific op-
portunities in infrastructure, renewable energy,
manufacturing, and digital innovation, as well as
on policy measures to ensure regulatory stability
and investor confidence.

Mr. Kaizar Shakir, Chairman, Indian Business &
Professional Council (IBPC) - Kuwait, welcomed the
forward-looking vision of the Union Budget 2026, ob-
serving that its reform-oriented measures align close-
ly with Kuwait’s Vision 2035. He noted that these
complementarities merit deeper exploration to bolster
investor confidence and unlock new avenues for col-
laboration between India and Kuwait, particularly in
key economic and technological sectors.

The ‘VIKSIT BHARAT 2047: INDIA-KUWAIT
DIALOGUES’ is part of the Embassy’s initiative to
stimulate meaningful engagement between key stake-
holders in Kuwait and India and to promote informed
discussions on strengthening bilateral partnerships,
and exploring new avenues of cooperation in line with
a shared vision of growth, innovation, and sustainable
development under Viksit Bharat 2047 and Kuwait’s
Vision 2035.

In line with its firm commitment to social responsihility by serving Kuwaiti society

In partnership with CODED

NBK launches its annual Ramadan campaign with
comprehensive social, health & recreational activities

talabat unveils ‘Next

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 14: National Bank
of Kuwait announced the launch of its
annual Ramadan campaign “Doing Good
Deeds” for 2026, which includes a wide
range of community, health, humanitar-
ian, and entertainment initiatives aimed
at promoting the spirit of solidarity and
reviving the noble values of this holy
month.

The campaign will launch on February 15,
2026, with a wide range of events that re-
flect the Bank’s firm commitment to social
responsibility.

On this occasion, Talal Al-Turki, Vice
President - Head of Public Relations and
Event Management at the National Bank
of Kuwait, commented: “At NBK, we are
keen to ensure that our Ramadan initia-
tives reflect the humanitarian and social
message we believe in.

Through this campaign, which is an
extension of our commitment to society,
we seek to promote positive values, en-
courage the spirit of participation and
compassion by supporting those most in
need, urge community members to adopt
a healthy lifestyle.”

Al-Turki added: “We cherish these
events,” “Al-Turki added, “which are practi-
cal representations of our identity during the
month of Ramadhan, and we are constantly
striving to improve them year after year to
include more interactive initiatives that bet-
ter serve our society”.

Al-Turki emphasized that community
work is a genuine investment in Kuwait’s
future, which is why NBK is strongly
committed to launching initiatives that
promote human values and combine
awareness, entertainment, and social soli-
darity.

Moreover, Al-Turki noted that these ef-
forts come as part of NBK’s dedication to
promoting sustainable initiatives, which cre-
ate a long-term impact on society and high-
lights the Bank’s position as part and parcel
of the Kuwaiti society.

NBK’s Ramadan Challenge

This is an event that aims to promote
physical activity in Ramadan, which ex-
tends for 10 days in Al Shaheed Park,
where phase 1 has been equipped with
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Talal Al-Turki

Al-Turki: Events and activities are practical rep-
resentationsof NBK’s identity during Ramadhan
B We always ensure that our Ramadan initia-
tives reflect the humanitarian and social mes-
sage we believe in.

H At NBK, we strive to promote positive values,
encourage the spirit of participation and com-
el passion, and support those most in need

solar-powered arches to count the move-
ment of participants while walking or run-
ning throughout the event.

The challenge targets 2000 adults and
children, hoping to encourage a healthy
lifestyle and add a joyful atmosphere to the
Holy month.

“Kasrat Seyam:”” Break of Fasting

NBK is also returning with its annual
initiative “Kasrat Seyam”: Break of Fast-
ing, during which NBK teams are assigned
in different areas of Kuwait once a week
throughout the holy month, to distribute a
“Break of Fasting” meal before Iftar time to
drivers at traffic lights.

This initiative aims to reduce accidents re-
sulting from speeding while heading to Iftar
and to promote traffic safety.

Iftar Meals

Through the Iftar initiative, NBK distrib-
utes 1,800 Iftar meals in 6 different locations
to ensure access to the largest number of
people in need and workers in various areas
of Kuwait, which is a step that further pro-
motes the concept of social solidarity in the
holy month of Ramadan.

Sho6 Sho6 Tournament

This tournament, which is a knowledge-
based competition with an authentic Ku-
waiti touch, is inspired by the famous Ku-
waiti game that relies on general knowledge.

The tournament takes place over two
days during the weekend with the partici-
pation of 64 teams, each team consisting
of 3 players, on the 55th floor of Al Ham-
ra Tower.

The tournament provides an enjoyable
competitive atmosphere that combines
knowledge and entertainment, providing
cash prizes of KD 250 for each of the first-
place team winners and KD 150 for each of
the second-place team winners.

Penalty Shootout Tournament

This year’s campaign also includes orga-
nizing the Penalty Shootout Tournament, in
which teams of two players (one player and
one goalkeeper) compete over two days in a
knockout system, with the first-place team
receiving KD 500 and the second-place
team receiving KD 250.

Kout Bu 6 Tournament

Reviving Kuwait’s heritage, this card
tournament extends for two days at the end
of the week with 64 teams. This game is
an enjoyable experience that requires skill,
speed and intuition, and is scheduled to be
held on the 55th floor of Al Hamra Tower.

NBK Eidiya

To conclude the month with the same
enjoyable and holy atmosphere, NBK
is also launching “NBK Eidiya”, during
which gifts and Ramadan bags are distrib-
uted to passersby and families in high-
traffic areas of Kuwait, with the aim of
spreading happiness and sharing the joy
of Eid with society.

These initiatives come as part of NBK’s
unwavering commitment to community
work, in addition to boosting its social re-
sponsibility leadership in supporting hu-
manitarian, health, educational and recre-
ational activities.

Tech Gen’

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 14: In an effort
to equip Kuwait’s next generation with
practical technology skills and real-
world industry exposure, talabat, the
MENA region’s leading on-demand
online ordering platform, has launched
Next Tech Gen (NTG), a long-term
knowledge-sharing program.

Through struc-
tured  monthly
visits to univer-
sities,  schools,
and academies,
talabat  leaders
and experts will
share  hands-on
insights  across
key tech-driven
functions, includ-
ing product and

Al-Mansour data,  logistics
and operations, artificial intelligence
(Al), automation, digital platforms,
strategy, and marketing.

The program kicked off in col-
laboration with CODED, the first
coding bootcamp and tech academy
in the MENA region, with an inter-
active workshop on data and product
development, including application
building. Held at CODED’s offices,
the session welcomed 70 participants,
primarily  undergraduate  students,
bootcamp graduates, and professionals
transitioning into tech careers.

“Technology’s true impact comes
from investing in people,” said Abdul-
lah Al-Mansour, Director of Corporate
Affairs at talabat Kuwait. “Through Next

in Kuwait

Tech Gen, we’re sharing our experi-
ence and expertise to help young talent
build meaningful careers in tech. It’s
worth noting that talabat itself started
as a homegrown idea, and we hope this
initiative inspires the next generation of
innovators to create solutions that shape
Kuwait’s digital future.”

Hashim Behbehani, Co-founder and
Chief Operations Officer of CODED,
added: “We are delighted to be taking
part in talabat’s Next Tech Gen program,
which raises the benchmark for technol-
ogy training in the market and prepares
Kuwait’s youth for utilizing the latest
technologies in line with their communi-
ties’ needs and the global standards. With
the momentous advancement of artificial
intelligence (Al) and other data driven
technologies, technology training would
be incomplete without adequate knowl-
edge of the right tools to collect, evaluate,
and process data as a prerequisite to de-
veloping new digital solutions and train-
ing existing technologies.”

The NTG session featured expert
talks delivered by talabat leaders as
well as real case studies, followed by
an interactive discussion.

This initiative supports Kuwait Vi-
sion 2035 by fostering local digital
capabilities and empowering national
talent to lead the country’s growing
tech ecosystem. It also builds on tala-
bat’s broader efforts in Kuwait, includ-
ing sponsoring Academy X, CODED’s
women’s empowerment program and
hosting regular school and university
visits at its headquarters.

talabat supports tech talent under Kuwait Vision 2035.

New drug law 2025 highlighted at AU’s preventive health lecture

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 14: As part of its unwaver-

waila, Warrant Officer Hussain Haider, and Warrant

AU organizes anti-drug awareness lecture with Ministry of Interior

ing commitment to supporting its students and fos-
tering a safe and responsible campus environment,
the Health& Safety and Security Department at the
Australian University (AU) organized an awareness
lecture titled “Drugs: The Illusion of Happiness and
the Reality of Destruction,” in collaboration with the
General Directorate for Drug Control at the Ministry
of Interior. This initiative aligns with the university’s
ongoing efforts to implement effective communityre-
sponsibility programs aimed at protecting youth and
empowering them with the knowledge needed to make
informed decisions.

The lecture was delivered by Dr. Ayed Al Humaid-
an from the General Directorate for Drug Control, who
highlighted the major risks of drug use and its health,
psychological, and social impacts on young people.
He also discussed recent legal updates under the new
Drug Law No. 159 of 2025, in addition to outlining
various types of narcotics, prevention methods, and
earlyintervention strategies. He emphasized the impor-
tance of student awareness in protecting themselves

LECTL

Australian University organizes ‘Drugs: lllusion vs. Destruction’ talk

and their peers and contributing to a healthier and safer
community. The event was also attended by several

representatives from the General Directorate for Drug
Control, including Warrant Officer Abdulaziz Al Du-

Officer Jasem Al Sayegh, underscoring the Ministry’s
continued support for community-awareness initia-
tives within educational institutions.

This event is part of a broader series of integrated
programs launched by AU to promote preventive
awareness, grounded in the belief that educational in-
stitutions are key partners in supporting national ef-
forts to reduce social risks. The lecture also featured
a booth prepared by the Ministry of Interior, offer-
ing detailed information on drug classification, legal
procedures, and safety guidelines, along with an open
discussion that allowed students and staff to ask ques-
tions and receive clarifications.

In closing, Mr. Abdulmohsen Al Rifai, Senior
Manager of Health and Safety and Security at AU,
emphasized the importance of organizing such
awareness events, especially in educational set-
tings. He stressed the importance of “the university
joining efforts with families to protect and safe-
guard young people, who are the foundation and
future of society.”
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Ambassador Tripathi inaugurates Bharat Mela showcasing India’s diversity

Bharat Mela 2026 celebrates India’s vibrant culture, cuisine,
and heritage at the sea heach front of Green Island, Kuwait

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 14: The Embassy of India in Kuwait, in association with the
Touristic Enterprise Company (TEC) of Kuwait, organized Bharat Mela, a vibrant
celebration of India’s rich cultural diversity, culinary traditions, and artistic herit-
age, on Friday, 13 February 2026, at the scenic beachfront of Green Island on
Arabian Gulf Road, Kuwait. More than 2,50,000 people attended the Bharat Mela,
including members of the Indian community, the diplomatic community, and na-
tionals of diverse countries, including Kuwait.

The day-long, family-friendly festival transformed the venue into a lively show-
case of India’s unity in diversity. The Bharat Mela was inaugurated by Mrs. Para-
mita Tripathi, Ambassador-designate of India to Kuwait, with the festive beats of
Kerala’s traditional ‘Panchavadyam’and the lighting of the traditional ceremonial
lamp.

In her Welcome Remarks, Ambassador Tripathi underscored the importance of
cultural engagement in fostering mutual understanding and further strengthening
the longstanding friendly relations between India and Kuwait. She highlighted the
constructive role of the Indian community in Kuwait in deepening bilateral ties
and appreciated their continued efforts in promoting people-to-people connections
between the two countries.

Bharat Mela draws 250,000+ to celebrate India’s culture in Kuwait.

Spread over the picturesque beachfront of the Green Island in Kuwait, Bharat
Mela offered visitors an immersive cultural experience through a wide range of
attractions:

i. Culinary Delights: Visitors enjoyed a rich spread of Indian regional cuisines,
featuring aromatic northern dishes, distinctive southern flavours, popular street
food, traditional meals, and festive sweets, offering a flavourful journey through
India’s diverse culinary landscape.

ii. Live Performances: A spectacular line-up of 57 performances, featuring clas-
sical and folk dances, traditional music, performance yoga, traditional martial
arts, and contemporary cultural presentations by more than 700 artists in vibrant
traditional attire, showcased the richness and diversity of India’s regional identi-
ties. Performances by the Dawoodi Bohra community’s ‘BurhaniBand’ and the
traditional ‘Panchvadyam’ ensemble were widely appreciated by the audience.
Energetic flash-mob performances and the rhythmic beats of Punjabi dhols further
elevated the festive atmosphere, adding to the enthusiasm and celebratory spirit.

iii. Cultural Exhibits and Interactive Experiences: Displays of textiles, handi-
crafts, artistic traditions, tourism destinations, and cultural showcases highlighted
India’s centuries-old craftsmanship and living traditions. Interactive segments in-
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cluded presentations of Indian attire, henna art, bangle and bindi wearing experi-
ence, and the Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam initiative.

More than 30 stalls were set up at Bharat Mela offering culinary experiences,
handicrafts, and games. There was a dedicated children’s play area to keep the
young ones engaged. The energetic emcees, the cultural coordinators and the per-
formers, from around 4 years to more than 60 years, ensured colourful and ener-
getic performances on stage which were hosted throughout the day and ensured an
atmosphere of festivity and fun.

Held from 12:00 PM to 8:00 PM, the open-to-public event, with free entry, cre-
ated a welcoming space by the sea where families and cultural enthusiasts could
experience the sights, sounds, and flavours of India in a joyful open-air setting.

More than a cultural festival, Bharat Mela served as a meaningful bridge be-
tween communities, offering Kuwaiti society a glimpse into India’s spirit of unity
in diversity and an opportunity to experience its living traditions firsthand.

The Embassy of India in Kuwait expressed its sincere appreciation to all spon-
sors, participants, performers, volunteers, and attendees for their support in mak-
ing Bharat Mela 2026 a resounding success and a true celebration of India’s vi-
brant cultural heritage.

Dr. Shalin Anna Simon leads new council at vibrant gathering

IDAK celebrates 20 years of excellence

Photos during the event.

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 14: The Indian Dentists’ Al-
liance in Kuwait (IDAK), hosted its biennial Meet
and Greet program on February 6th at the Reem
Ballroom of the Al Kout Beach Hotel.

This event served as a vibrant hub for Indian
dental practitioners working in Kuwait to connect,
exchange ideas, and strengthen professional ties.

The Vice president of IDAK, Dr. Aju Wilson,
welcomed the attendees to the debut event of the
newly elected Council which assumed office in
January, 2026.

In her presidential address, Dr. Shalin Anna
Simon, expressed gratitude for the overwhelm-
ing turnout and welcomed nearly forty new
members into the growing IDAK family. Re-
flecting on the association’s journey, she high-
lighted the significance of the upcoming 20th
anniversary celebrations and emphasized that
IDAK’s true purpose lies in “Enriching Lives,
Elevating Potential.”

She reiterated that IDAK serves as a profes-
sional and social support network for Indian
dentists in Kuwait; fostering mentorship, collabo-
ration, and camaraderie among both young gradu-
ates and experienced clinicians.She also urged the
members to actively participate in the Alliance by
contributing their talents, ideas and time to make
the association more inclusive and impactful. She
outlined a dynamic schedule of events for the year
that will include dental camps as well as continu-
ing dental education (CDE) programs .The year

will conclude with the release of the oral health
guide and a cultural showcase highlighting the
members’ in-house talents at the much awaited
Bidecennial Celebrations in November.

The current Council felicitated the former
Council’s efforts under the leadership of Dr
George P. Alex for strengthening the associa-
tion’s professional presence, expanding member
engagement, and introducing impactful programs
that have contributed to IDAK’s steady growth.
Mementos were presented as tokens of apprecia-
tion, and members lauded the outgoing council
for laying a strong foundation for the years ahead
with a standing ovation.This gesture underscored
the Alliance’s spirit of respect, collective progress
and the culture of continuity, as the new leader-
ship builds upon the achievements of its predeces-
sors while charting the course for the upcoming
term.

Joint Secretaries DrFawwaz Khan and Dr.
Bankima Malhotra introduced the newly ap-
pointed Executive Chairpersons to the gathering
who in turn introduced their respective committee
members.The newly formed teams expressed en-
thusiasm about organizing a wide range of profes-
sional, social, and community-oriented programs
throughout the term that will span two calendar
years.To commemorate the occasion of IDAK’s
upcoming bidecennial anniversary, a logo design
competition was held for its members. The win-
ning design, created by Dr. Deepesh Nair was

released by the Past Presidents of IDAK, sym-
bolizing their leadership, the continuity of the
association, and its journey over the years.The
logo was chosen for its symbolism, creativity and
alignment with IDAK’s vision and legacy.

Nearly 40 new members were formally wel-
comed to IDAK by the Immediate Past Presi-
dent Dr. George P. Alex and the President -Elect
Dr.E.T. Roy. The growing number of members in
IDAK is a reflection of the positive impact that
Indian dentists provide within the healthcare seg-
ment of Kuwait.

The sponsors for the event that included Rasasi
Perfumes, President company, Kent RO, Glowmed
and Al Mulla were felicitated for their generous
support .The vote of thanks was delivered by
the Treasurer Dr.Sudhin Kurian Thomas while
Dr.Reeby Thomas and Dr. Suraj John served as
Masters of Ceremonies. The formal proceedings
were followed by a fun filled session of games and
entertainment that allowed for a relaxed evening.
The evening concluded with a grand buffet dinner
laid out by Al Kout Beach hotel.

The Indian Dentists’ Alliance in Kuwait
(IDAK), plans to organize more educational
workshops, scientific programs, social gatherings
as well as sporting events and community out-
reach initiatives in the months ahead ; continuing
its mission to empower dental professionals and
contribute meaningfully to Kuwait’s healthcare
landscape.

Massive savings and cultural festivities at LulLu’s National Day promotion

LuLu Hypermarket launches ‘I Love My Kuwait’ Hala February campaign

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 14: LuLu Hypermarket is set to deliver an unforget-
table shopping and cultural experience this Hala February as it celebrates
Kuwait’s National and Liberation Days with its grand ‘I Love My Kuwait’
promotion. Running across all LuLu Hypermarket outlets in Kuwait, the
campaign brings together massive shopping savings, cultural pride, and
family-friendly entertainment, making it one of the most anticipated retail
events of the season.

The promotion was officially inaugurated on 12th February at LuLu Hy-
permarket’s Al-Qurain outlet by renowned tech influencer Aziz Al Zaabi
& Lifestyle influencer Snafiya alongside the senior management team of
LuLu Hypermarket Kuwait. The opening ceremony marked the beginning
of weeks filled with exciting offers, festive activities, and cultural showcases
designed to honor Kuwait’s rich heritage and national spirit.

As part of the ‘I Love My Kuwait’ promotion, shoppers can enjoy
massive discounts across every major shopping category. Customers
will find unbeatable savings on groceries, health and beauty products,
fresh and frozen foods, household essentials, and a wide range of elec-
tronic items. The promotion also features incredible deals on clothing,
footwear, and accessories, ensuring something special for every mem-
ber of the family.

Tech enthusiasts are in for a major highlight with the Hala Digital Shop-
ping Festival, offering exclusive discounts on mobiles, consumer electron-
ics, IT accessories, and wearable technology. From the latest smartphones to
essential gadgets and accessories, the festival is designed to deliver excep-
tional value for technology lovers.

Adding a strong local touch to the celebrations, LuLu Hypermarket is also
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running the ‘Proudly from Kuwait’ campaign. This initiative offers special
discounts on fresh local produce and products from Kuwaiti brands, rein-
forcing LuLu’s commitment to supporting local businesses and celebrating
homegrown quality.

Beyond shopping, the ‘I Love My Kuwait’ promotion is enriched with a
vibrant lineup of cultural and entertainment activities. Visitors can enjoy tra-
ditional cultural performances that showcase Kuwait’s heritage & entertain-
ment shows. Children will also take center stage with special Hala Kuwait
performances, bringing joy, color, and lively energy to the celebrations.

With its perfect blend of exceptional value, cultural pride, and festive en-
tertainment, LuLu Hypermarket’s ‘I Love My Kuwait’ promotion promises
to be a memorable celebration for families and shoppers across Kuwait this
Hala February.

Photos during the event.
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Actress charms crowd at Cambridge event
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Byrne honored as Harvard’'s Hasty Pudding Woman of the Year

CAMBRIDGE, Mass., Feb 14, (AP): Dozens of cheering
fans lined the streets of Cambridge Friday to celebrate the
Australian actress Rose Byrne, who was honored as the 2026
Woman of the Year by Harvard University’s Hasty Pudding
Theatricals.

Byrne, the Golden Globe Award winner and Oscar nomi-
nee for her leading role in “If I Had Legs I'd Kick You,”
waved to fans and blew kisses as her car made its way
slowly near Harvard University campus. Byrne, who also
has starred in “Bridesmaids,” “Neighbors,” “Insidious” and
“Damages,” later received her pudding pot award at a cel-
ebratory roast and attended a performance of Hasty Pudding
Theatricals’ 177th production “Salooney Tunes.”

In her review of “If I Had Legs I'd Kick You,” The Asso-
ciated Press’ Jocelyn Noveck wrote that the film gave Byrne
“a chance to display versatility and grit in surely the toughest
dramatic role of her career.”

“I’'m so excited to be in the parade and to see Rose By-
rne. I loved her movie ‘If I Had Legs I'd Kick You,” said
Jacqueline Metzger, a junior at Harvard and president of the
university’s short-form improv group. “It was like so anxiety
inducing and the best movie I’ve seen all year. So I’'m super
excited, and we love her. We love Rose Byrne.”

The parade included a colorful cast of characters, some
in bright wigs, one dressed as a cactus, and several dressed

as revolutionary soldiers. Before heading inside Farkas Hall
for the roast, Byrne joined members of the Hasty Pudding
Theatricals players in chorus line-style dancing.

At the roast, Byrne was put through a mock therapy ses-
sion inspired by “If I Had Legs I'd Kick You.”

Based on her work in previous “Peter Rabbit” movies, she
was asked to read in a scene from a new, fake entry into the
series. This one saw her confronting a rabbit under the influ-
ence of drugs who shows up late one night.

“I don’t like it when you lie. Do you even care about the
kids?” Byrne yells at the rabbit, who appears to be stagger-
ing. “How am I supposed to stay calm when you are ruining
our lives? I know you are using again.”

The roast closed with Byrne donning a wedding dress and
marrying the pudding pot. “This is marvelous,” she said, af-
ter getting her gold pudding pot.

Afterward, Byrne told reporters the day on campus with
students had been “magical” and then spoke on what it’s
meant for “If I Had Legs I'd Kick You” to be recognized this
awards season.

“It is a tougher subject; it isn’t a typical kind of Oscar fair,
I suppose, and so it is very meaningful that the work is be-
ing recognized,” she said. “It really will live on and it’s very
fearless and kind of radical and I’'m really proud of that.”

Byrne also talked about returning to the stage in March af-

Rose Byrne, Hasty Pudding 2026 Woman of the Year,

displays the Pudding Pot posing for photos during a

news conference at Farkas Hall theater, on the campus

of Harvard University, Friday, Feb. 13, in Cambridge,
Mass. (AP)

ter five years in the revival of “Fallen Angels” on Broadway,
saying she was “absolutely terrified” but looking forward to
starring opposite the “brilliant” Kelli O’Hara.

Friday’s event comes more than a week after the Justice

Department released a huge trove of records surrounding
Jeffrey Epstein, a longtime donor to the organization. The
documents showed Epstein regularly donated $50,000 per
year to Hasty Pudding between 2013 and 2019 to secure top-
tier donor states and received special perks totaling more
than $300,000.

In an undated news release announcing Epstein’s dona-
tions, Hasty Pudding officials described Epstein as a “well-
known science and Harvard philanthropist” and said he “put
his substantial support behind Harvard’s famous and oldest
theatrical troupe.”

The Pudding is the oldest theatrical organization in the
nation and one of the oldest in the world. Since 1951, it has
bestowed the award annually on women including actors
Meryl Streep, Julia Roberts, Scarlett Johansson and Annette
Bening. Last year, the winner was “Wicked” star Cynthia
Erivo.

Byrne also acted in “Juliet, Naked,” “Get Him to the
Greek” and “28 Weeks Later.” Her theater credits include
“Medea, You Can’t Take it With You” at the Brooklyn Acad-
emy of Music.

Actor Michael Keaton, known for his roles in films such
as “Batman,” “Birdman,” “Beetlejuice” and “Spotlight,” is
the 2026 Man of the Year. He received his pudding pot Feb.
6.

People

Road sealed

Search intensifies
for Nancy Guthrie

TUCSON, Ariz., Feb 14, (AP): Law enforcement in-
vestigating the disappearance of “Today” show host
Savannah Guthrie’s mother sealed off a road near
Nancy Guthrie’s home in Arizona late Friday night.

A parade of sheriff’s and FBI vehicles, including
forensics vehicles, passed through the roadblock that
was set up about 2 miles (3.2 kilometers) from the
house.

The Pima County Sheriff’s Department said the
activity was part of the Guthrie investigation but de-
clined to detail specifics.

Guthrie, 84, was reported missing on Feb. 1. Au-
thorities say her blood was found on the front porch
of her Tucson-area home. Purported ransom notes
were sent to news outlets, but
two deadlines for paying have
passed.

Authorities have expressed
concerns Guthrie’s health be-
cause she needs daily medica-
tion. She is said to have a pace-
maker and has dealt with high
blood pressure and heart issues,
according to sherift’s dispatch-
er audio on broadcastify.com.

Investigators  have  stud-
ied surveillance video, sorted
through thousands of tips and
submitted DNA and other evidence for laboratory
analysis.

The FBI said it has collected more than 13,000
tips since Feb. 1, the day Guthrie was reported miss-
ing. The sherift’s department, meanwhile, said it has
taken at least 18,000 calls.

On Tuesday, authorities released footage showing
an armed, masked person at Guthrie’s doorstep on
the night she was abducted. The videos - less than
a combined minute in length - gave investigators
and the public their first glimpse of who was outside
Guthrie’s home in the foothills outside Tucson.

Experts say the video could contain a mountain
of clues.

Investigators are pleading with people to share
home surveillance camera footage from specific
dates leading up to the disappearance of Nancy
Guthrie as they deal with thousands of tips in their
hope to crack the case of “Today” show host Savan-
nah Guthrie ‘s missing mother.

Investigation

It was unclear Thursday where the investigation
stands. Fresh surveillance images of a masked per-
son on Nancy Guthrie’s porch the night she went
missing, coupled with intense police activity across
Arizona and the detention of a man, had raised hopes
that authorities were nearing a major break. But then
the man was released after questioning.

On Wednesday, FBI agents carrying water bottles
to beat the 80-degree Fahrenheit (27-degree Celsius)
heat walked among rocks and desert vegetation at
Guthrie’s Tucson-area home. They also fanned out
across a neighborhood about a mile (1.6 kilometers)
away, knocking on doors and searching through cac-
tuses, brush and boulders.

“They were just asking some general questions
wondering if there was anything, any information we
could shed on the Nancy Guthrie issue. Wanted to
look around the property and after that, cameras and
such,” Ann Adams, a neighbor of Nancy Guthrie’s
other daughter, Annie Guthrie, told The Associated
Press on Wednesday. Annie Guthrie lives several
miles away from her mother.

“They did ask specifically for the 31st of January
and the morning of the first of February and then
they wanted to know if we saw anything suspicious
on cameras since then,” Adams said.

Authorities have said Guthrie, 84, was taken
against her will. She’s been missing since Feb. 1.
DNA tests showed blood on her porch was hers, and
authorities say she takes several medications and
there’s concern she could die without them.

News stations in Tucson also reported Wednesday
that people with Ring doorbell cameras in the area
got an alert saying investigators are requesting foot-
age from Jan. 11 between 9 p.m. and midnight re-
garding the Guthrie case. That’s nearly three weeks
before Guthrie went missing.

Ring allows local public safety agencies to sub-
mit requests to users in the community that appear
publicly on the “Neighbors” feed, according to the
Ring website. Users in a designated area receive a
notification.

The stations also reported that a pair of black
gloves were recovered during agents’ search and
have been submitted for DNA analysis.

Several hundred detectives and agents are now
assigned to the investigation, which is expanding
in the area, the Pima County Sheriff’s Department
said.

Two investigators emerged from daughter Annie
Guthrie’s home Wednesday with a paper grocery
sack and a white trash bag. One, still wearing blue
protective gloves, also took a stack of mail from the
roadside mailbox. They drove away without speak-
ing to reporters.

Guthrie

vasasasneenet
gansanesss

™ |

s m———

Berlinale Festival Director Tricia Tuttle poses for pho-
tographers at the opening ceremony red carpet of the
International Film Festival. (AP)

Michelle Yeoh holds the honorary Golden Bear at the opening ceremony of the International Film Festival, Berli-
nale, in Berlin, Thursday, Feb. 12. (AP)

Laila Mahmudi, from left, Liam Hussaini, (front left), director Shahrbanoo Sadat and
Katja Adomeit pose for photographers e(lt th)e photo call for the film ‘No Good Men.’
AP

Hiam Abbass, (from left), Director Leyla Bouzid and Eya Boutera pose for photogra-
phers at the photo call for the film ‘In A Whisper.” (AP)

Afghan political rom-com opens Berlinale

Love found in unexpected places at Berlin Fest

BERLIN, Feb 14, (AP): A surprising and touching Afghan
political rom-com that is said to feature the first ever on-
screen intimate scene in an Afghan movie opened the 76th
Berlin Film Festival Thursday.

Set in a Kabul newsroom in 2021, with the Taliban on
the cusp of returning to power, “No Good Men” tells the
workplace love story of camerawoman Naru, separated from
her cheating husband and struggling to keep custody of her
young son while trying to build a career in a male dominated
industry and patriarchal society.

Director Shahrbanoo Sadat said the intimate scene cost
her lead actor three weeks before shooting began, and forced
her to step into the role herself.

“The joke was everyone who wanted to play Naru, they
didn’t want to do that scene, I wanted to do it, I didn’t want
to do the rest of the film,” Sadat said.

And it wasn’t just the casting that was met with resistance.
The Afghan film industry is small, she said, so the expecta-
tion is that the movie will be “good PR” for the country.

Sadat had her own ideas, though.

“I love Afghanistan, but I cannot close my eyes to patriar-
chy, sexism, all the big topics, and just say the good things
about Afghanistan, so I'm disappointing my people,” she
said. Making an Afghan film in Europe, with European fund-
ing, she also felt added pressure to be a political and feminist
filmmaker or make a war movie.

Variety

PEBBLE BEACH, Calif.: Taylor Swift boosted ticket sales
to the AT&T Pebble Beach Pro-am without even being there.
Pebble Beach had an extra buzz Friday morning with

rumors swirling in the cool Pacific
breeze Swift would be there to watch
her fiancé, Kansas City Chiefs tight
end Travis Kelce, playing in the PGA
Tour event that combines corporate
CEOs and celebrities with golf’s best.

Alas, Swifties, it was just another
pretty day at Pebble Beach.

“It was busy without her,” said
Mackenzie Hughes, who played in the
group. “With her, I think it would have
literally been pandemonium.”

It still was good news for the
Monterey ~ Peninsula  Foundation,

which runs the event. Tournament Director Steve John said

Sadat received multiple letters of complaint from funders
who said it was inappropriate for them to support a rom-com
given the political situation in Afghanistan.

“For me it was like, wait a minute, what? I feel offended
that you feel offended about my project,” she said. “I'm
coming from a war country, and this is my way of expressing
myself, to go through the oceans of unprocessed feelings,
not only personal but also historical and also social, and try-
ing to make a lighter film.”

“I wanted to humanize Afghan characters and tell a story
that is universal but also in Afghanistan,” she added.

While she said she made the movie about one woman, she
also made it for all the “good men” in Afghanistan who are
“not taking advantage of the privilege that the patriarchal
society is offering them for free.”

“No matter what, they are standing next to the women in
their life, I really wanted to tell them, I see you, I admire you,
I respect you,” she said. “Now I'm going to cry... because
women’s situation is not going to change alone.”

Elsewhere in the festival, French-Lebanese filmmaker
Danielle Arbid also leans into romance and humor instead
of war and unrest to tell the tale of a Palestinian widow who
finds love in Beirut with an undocumented Sudanese man
40 years her junior. “Only Rebels Win” opens the Panorama
section of the competition. Arbid sees it as a feminist film.

“It’s the idea that women can also fall in love at 70. It’s not

when Kelce was announced as playing in the pro-am, more
than $60,000 in tickets were sold over the next 12 hours.

Swift is rumored to be in town. But she was not at Spy-
glass Hill on Thursday, where Kelce was playing with pro
partner Keith Mitchell along with Hughes and retired NFL
quarterback Alex Smith.

No matter. Pebble Beach is the main attraction, and John
said some $21,000 tickets for the second round were sold be-
tween 6:30 p.m. Thursday and 6:30 a.m. Friday, two hours
before Kelce played. (AP)

Q Q Q
WEST PALM BEACH, Fla.: Bad Bunny really wanted to

see Carlos Correa play for Puerto Rico at home in the World
Baseball Classic. Correa, the infielder for the Houston Astros
left off the WBC roster over insurance coverage, said Friday
that the music superstar and fellow native of Puerto Rico had
offered to pay for a policy.

“It means a lot that he’s that involved,” Correa told report-
ers at the Astros’ spring training complex. “He tried to do
everything possible. I wanted to play and make sure that I

only old rich men who can fall in love with young women.
... This is my way of thinking. I hope we are not out of the
market,” she joked.

While she admits people in Lebanon consider her provoc-
ative for the sexual references in her films, this one has no
sex - though the “idea is already a problem.”

“Succession” actor Hiam Abbass stars as Susanne and ac-
tor Amine Benrachid, who is himself a Sudanese-Chadian
refugee, plays her love interest Osmane.

Abbass, a Palestinian living in exile in France for the past
37 years, says it’s no coincidence that these types of stories
are setting the tone for this year’s festival.

“We’re a mixture of a lot of things, and to the contrary of
what a lot of people think, we are very rich, but not in the
sense of money. We’re very rich because we are very rich in
humanity,” said Abbass.

“Today if we talk about things that happen in our own
country, our language is very universal and basically what
we say of the world corresponds to what a lot of people live
today, and what a lot of people suffer from,” she added.

Arbid said that war did not define her life when she lived
in Lebanon as a teen.

“I was obsessed about falling in love with the neighbor. I
wouldn’t care. And I wanted the West to see me as a human be-
ing,” she said. “I want to make the characters in my films human
enough that you can love them and feel you can be like them.”

was going to go out there and play for Team Puerto Rico
in Puerto Rico. The fact that he did that means a lot in how
much he cares for the country, how much he cares for the
fans back home. I'm deeply grateful that he tried that hard.”

Correa, who has a $200 million contract through 2028, had
surgery in 2014 to repair a broken right tibia and both San
Francisco and the Mets failed to approve his physicals for a
contract during the 2022-23 offseason. (AP)

a a a

LONDON: President Donald Trump’s $10 billion lawsuit
against the BBC can go to trial in 2027, a US judge has said.

Judge Roy K. Altman of the federal court for the Southern
District of Florida rejected an attempt by Britain’s national
broadcaster to delay proceedings.

He set a provisional start date of Feb. 15 2027 for a two-
week trial. Altman’s court order was issued Wednesday.

Trump filed a lawsuit in December over the way the BBC
edited a speech he gave on Jan. 6, 2021. The claim seeks $5
billion in damages for defamation and $5 billion for unfair
trade practices. (AP)
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Over 70 years, Kuwait Radio achieves media milestones

Kuwait marks World Radio Day under ‘Al: A Tool, Not a Voice’ theme

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 14, (KUNA): Kuwait joins coun-
tries around the world on Friday in marking World Radio
Day 2026, commemorating a medium that has, for dec-
ades, enhanced awareness and knowledge while convey-
ing key events across the globe.

The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cul-
tural Organization (UNESCO) proclaimed February 13
as World Radio Day in 2011, a date later endorsed by the
United Nations General Assembly in 2012, which coin-
cides with the anniversary of the launch of UN Radio in
1946.

On this occasion, the world recognizes radio’s impact
in connecting societies, promoting dialogue and raising
public awareness of the importance of radio all around
the world,

This year it is held under the theme “Artificial Intel-
ligence: A Tool, Not a Voice,” focusing on integrating
modern technology into radio broadcasting while pre-

serving human oversight.

The theme underscores that Al should support, not re-
place, human judgment, warning that overreliance on au-
tomation could undermine credibility and increase risks
of misinformation.

According to the UN, the 2026 initiative encourages
radio stations to view Al as an opportunity for growth
and innovation, provided it is used ethically and responsi-
bly to uphold professional standards, creativity and pub-
lic service values- thereby strengthening audience trust.

Recently, Al has enabled radio stations to better ana-
lyze audience preferences, tailor content in real time,
improve production efficiency and enhance interactivity,
reinforcing radio’s sustainability in the information age.

In Kuwait, the first broadcast of Kuwait Radio began
with the well-known phrase “This is Kuwait” at 7:00 p.m.
on May 12, 1951, transmitted from a small device in a
room at the former Police and Public Security building

headed by Sheikh Abdullah Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah.

In June 1960, Kuwait Radio introduced its first news
bulletin, followed in October by four full newscasts and
three brief bulletins daily.

The station today houses a comprehensive archive fea-
turing recordings and interviews with prominent artists,
scholars and public figures locally and across the Arab
world.

During the Iraqi invasion in 1990, Iraqi forces occupied
the radio station and Ministry of Information buildings.
Within days, however, Kuwait Radio resumed broadcast-
ing from Al-Khafji in Saudi Arabia, later moving to Ras
Al-Zour and subsequently to Dammam at the onset of the
liberation war.

It continued 24-hour transmissions, delivering news
and messages in cooperation with coalition and friendly
Arab stations.

Kuwait Radio also began broadcasting from Cairo on

January 1, 1991, via the Sawt Al-Arab network under the
name “Kuwait Radio from Cairo,” continuing until 1992.

In 1996, Kuwait Radio inaugurated the Middle East’s
largest news studio at the time, capable of linking more
than four correspondents live to provide comprehensive
regional and international coverage.

Over seven decades, Kuwait Radio has played a pivotal
role in achieving its media objectives, earning numerous
awards at regional and international festivals.

In 2019, the Arab States Broadcasting Union selected
Kuwait Radio as the Arab hub for World Radio Day cel-
ebrations.

In November 2024, the Union endorsed Saad Al-Fen-
di, Director of the General Program at Kuwait Radio, as
First Vice-Chairman of the Permanent Committee for
Broadcasting (ASBU), coinciding with Kuwait’s desig-
nation as Arab Capital of Culture and Arab Media Capital
for 2025.

Japan'’s fine delicacy set to enter local gourmet scene

Kuwait welcomes Wagyu: Advancing trade,
culinary exchange between Japan and Kuwait

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 14: On Thurs-
day, February 12, 2026, the Embassy
of Japan in the State of Kuwait held
the Wagyu (Japanese Beef) Promo-
tion Seminar at Sakura Japanese
Restaurant in Crowne Plaza Hotel.
In his opening remarks, Ambassador
of Japan, H.E. Mr. Mukai Kenichiro
said that he is delighted to announce
that after extensive and successful ne-
gotiations between the Japanese and
Kuwaiti authorities, both sides have
reached an agreement permitting the
import of Halal Wagyu from Japan to
Kuwait. After much anticipation, this
milestone paves the way for food sup-
pliers in Kuwait to finally bring this
exquisite delicacy to the local market.

The seminar was attended by
leading restaurant and hotel opera-
tors, food importers and culinary
chefs. The program featured a live
demonstration on the proper han-
dling, cooking, and serving of AS
Wagyu — the highest grade of Japa-
nese beef. In addition, representa-
tives from Wagyu exporting com-
panies in Japan shared distinctive
characteristics of premium wagyu
beef brands, Omi Beef and Kuroha-
na Beef. The event concluded with
a tasting session, where attendees
enjoyed a variety of Wagyu dishes,
including Roast Beef, Wagyu Sando
(beef cutlet sandwich), and Wagyu
Steak.

About Wagyu

Wagyu is renowned as the pinnacle
of artisan beef, produced in limited
quantities under strict Japanese stan-

[N

dards. Its unparalleled flavor and ex-
quisite tenderness, enhanced by rich
marbling, create a dining experience

unlike any other.

Globally, this delicacy secured
its place on the menus of gourmet
chefs, fine-dining establishments,
and discerning home kitchens. And
now it shall finally be enjoyed by
Kuwait’s fine culinary community.

Japan-Kuwait latest interactions

This achievement is the fruit of
the extended history of deep friend-
ship, partnership, and various levels
of interactions between Japan and
Kuwait.

Intensive high-level bilateral
visits in 2025 boosted it.

Finally, those visits were culmi-
nated in the meeting held between
the Japanese Prime Minister Ishiba
and His Highness Crown Prince of
Kuwait Sheikh Sabah Al-Khalid Al-
Sabah, in New York in September

2025, where both sides welcomed
the agreement that facilitates the
importation of Wagyu from Japan

Some attendees at the Wagyu (Japanese Beef) promotion seminar.

Heritage

Exhibition highlights Kuwait-US relations, Sadu art legacy

Kuwait Al-Sadu Society launches
‘Beyond the Textile’ expo in Washington

WASHINGTON, Feb 14, (KUNA):
Kuwait Al-Sadu Society, in cooper-
ation with the Middle East Institute,
opened the ‘Beyond the Textile’ ex-
hibition in Washington to mark Ku-
wait-US relations during Kuwait’s
National Day celebrations.

In her speech at the open-
ing ceremony held on Thurs-
day, Kuwait’s Ambassador
to the United States Sheikha
Al-Zain Al-Sabah highlighted
the strength of Kuwait-US re-
lations, noting they span more
than 65 years and were built on
dialogue, patience, trust, and
shared purpose.

Meanwhile, Head of Kuwait
Al-Sadu Society Sheikha Bibi
Duaij Al-Sabah highlighted the
history of Sadu art as a symbol of
Kuwaiti heritage and the creativ-
ity of Bedouin women in turning
natural materials into enduring
cultural masterpieces.

In a statement to KUNA,
Sheikha Bibi said the exhibition,
held under the National Coun-
cil for Culture, Arts and Letters,
highlights Sadu as a living knowl-
edge system that inspires contem-
porary art.

She added that the exhibited
works show Sadu’s evolution
from preservation to innovation,
strengthening its presence on the
global stage.

The exhibition, which will be
open to the public until August
23, coincides with the 65th anni-
versary of Kuwait’s independence
and the 35th anniversary of its
liberation, highlighting the deep
cultural ties between Kuwait and
the United States.

Kuwait Al-Sadu Society was
founded in 1991 to preserve tra-
ditional textile heritage, document
related crafts, and pass them on to
future generations.

In 2022, the society was grant-
ed consultative status with UN-
ESCO, a non-governmental or-
ganization.
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A Photo of the Al-Sadu Society exhibition in the US capital, Washington.

KUNA photos

Head of Kuwait Al-Sadu Society Sheikha Bibi Duaij Al-Sabah dur-
ing her speech during the launch of ‘Beyond the Textile’ exhibition in
Washington.

to Kuwait.

Wagyu is just the beginning

H.E. Ambassador Mukai noted
that throughout his tenure in Kuwait,
and in all his interactions here, he
has come to admire the discerning
nature of the people when it comes
to food. Kuwaitis truly embody

the spirit of gourmets, constantly
in pursuit of the finest flavors, and
their endorsement of a dish serves as
a clear testament to its exceptional
quality and taste.

The Ambassador expressed his de-
light at this milestone, emphasizing
that it will undoubtedly elevate trade

relations to an entirely new level. He
further conveyed his hope that the
introduction of fine Wagyu would
mark only the beginning, as he looks
forward to fostering even deeper and
broader cooperation, alongside en-
riched cultural exchange between the
two friendly nations.

Photos of the Al-Sadu Society exhibition in the US capital, Washington.
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Dar Ben Turkia Palace ... A unique architectural blend in the heart of Tunis.

Dar Ben Turkia Palace shines as
Ottoman architectural gem in Tunis

TUNIS, Feb 14, (KUNA): In the heart
of the historic Medina of Tunis stands
Dar Ben Turkia Palace, an Ottoman-era
landmark built in the late 18th century
that has become a prominent museum
and tourist destination.

The palace reflects a unique architec-
tural blend combining Ottoman, Arab,
Andalusian and Roman influences,
showcasing Tunisia’s rich and diverse
cultural heritage.

Its grand entrance leads to a winding
vestibule designed in accordance with tra-
ditional architectural styles of the period,
ensuring privacy before opening onto a

square central courtyard paved with stone
and adorned with a marble fountain.

The courtyard serves as the heart
of the residence, surrounded on all
four sides by living quarters that once
housed small families. The rooms are
characterized by classical design ele-
ments, including arched doorways,
decorative plasterwork and harmonious
proportions.

Today, Dar Ben Turkia Palace stands
as a testament to the artistic refinement
and architectural ingenuity of its time,
offering visitors an immersive glimpse
into life in Tunis during the Ottoman era.

This year’s shows feature sharper skills, high-tech flair

People, robots celebrate Lunar New Year in China

BEIJING, Feb 14, (Agencies): It’s
not just people - in China, the ro-
bots are also getting ready to cel-
ebrate the Lunar New Year.

Friday was dress rehearsal day
for four cute humanoid robots,
each about 95 centimeters (3 feet)
tall at a mall in western Beijing.
Curious onlookers stopped to
watch.

Friday was dress rehearsal day
for four cute humanoid robots,
each about 95 centimeters (3 feet)
tall at a mall in western Beijing.
Curious onlookers stopped to
watch.

Each robot got a colorful lion
costume and within minutes the
moves started: Bend the knees, up,
to the left, to the right, shake the
mask, and do it all again!

Ahead of the Lunar New Year
celebrated next week, and as part
of different “fairs” and activities
around Beijing, some venues have
been busy setting up their stages
and props.

For a second year in a row, one
of the fairs will be devoted to tech-
nology and - yes, again - robots
will take center stage.

People will see them dancing
and also them stacking blocks on
top of others to make a little tower,
skewering hawthorn berries onto a

Humanoid robots in lion dance costumes perform on stage during a

media preview of a robotic temple fair ahead of Lunar New Year in
Beijing, China, Friday, Feb. 13. (AP)

stick - coated with a syrup, a popu-
lar sweet snack - or playing soccer.

“This year, the number of our
robots has increased a lot,” said
Qiu Feng, a member of the organ-
izing committee. “They will per-
form dance, martial arts, Peking
Opera, poetry and soccer.”

“Some events were also avail-
able last year but the finness of the
actions and the high-tech vibe are
stronger” this time, Qui added.

China has been scaling up its ef-
forts to develop better robots that
can perform different activities,
powered by artificial intelligence
and with less human intervention.

But though they can now do
things that were difficult to im-
agine a few years ago, humans
are still needed to help them - for
example, to dress them or move
them when they stop in the middle
of a mini-soccer field.

“Technology is developing fast-
er and becoming more advanced
every day,” Qui also said. “As
long as we keep up with this trend,
our ... fair will continue to evolve
and rise with the times.”

The robots performing at the
mall were developed by some
Chinese startups, like Booster
Robotics. The company will dis-
play around 20 humanoid robots,
which will also dance and play
soccer.

“It is an Al environment, which
means, once the whistle sounds,
the remote control will all be put
aside and all its decision-making
and motion control are made by
the robots themselves,” said Ren
Zixin, director of marketing at
Booster Robotics.

Meanwhile, Chinese Al com-
panies are racing to launch new
models over the Lunar New Year
holiday, angling for the next game-
changing DeepSeek moment.

Days ago, a mysterious test ver-
sion dubbed Pony Alpha became
a hot topic in the Al community
for its exceptional coding per-
formance, sparking widespread
speculation about its developer.
On Thursday, it was revealed to
be GLM-5 by Beijing-based Al
company Zhipu Al
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Colon cancer rises among young adults, now top killer under 50

Who is most at risk for colorectal cancer and key warning signs

WASHINGTON, Feb 14, (AP): Colorectal cancer is a threat
not just to older adults but increasingly to young men and
women, too. It’s now the top cancer killer of Americans
younger than 50.

The deaths of “Dawson’s Creek” actor James Van Der
Beek at 48 this week, and a few years ago “Black Panther”
star Chadwick Boseman at 43, highlight the risk for younger
adults.

“We’re now starting to see more and more people in the
20-, 30- and 40-year-old range developing colon cancer. At
the beginning of my career, nobody that age had colorectal
cancer,” said Dr. John Marshall of Georgetown University’s
Lombardi Comprehensive Cancer Center, who has been a
cancer doctor for more than three decades.

That trend “is shaking us all, to be blunt,” said Marshall,
who is also medical consultant to the Colorectal Cancer Al-
liance.

Here’s what to know about colorectal cancer - at any age
- and how to protect yourself.

More than 158,000 cases of colorectal cancer will be diag-
nosed in the U.S. this year, according to the American Can-
cer Society. Among all ages, it’s the nation’s second leading
cancer killer, behind lung cancer - expected to claim more
than 55,000 lives this year.

For the population overall, cases and deaths have inched
down in recent years. That’s thanks in part to screening tests

James Van Der Beek arrives at the 71st Primetime
Emmy Awards in Los Angeles on Sept. 22, 2019. (AP)

that can spot tumors early, when they’re easier to treat - or
even prevent them if precancerous growths are found and

removed.

The vast majority of colorectal cancer cases and deaths
still are in people 50 and older. That older age group has
seen the most progress, with deaths dropping by about 1.5%
a year over the past decade, according to cancer society sta-
tistics.

But while it’s still relatively rare in the under-50 crowd,
their colorectal cancer diagnoses have been rising since the
early 2000s.

And last month, cancer society researchers reported that
colorectal cancer mortality in Americans under 50 had in-
creased by 1.1% a year since 2005, becoming the deadli-
est cancer in that age group. This year, the society estimates
3,890 people under age 50 will die of it.

Risk factors at any age include obesity, lack of physi-
cal activity, a diet high in red or processed meat and low in
fruits and vegetables, smoking, heavy alcohol use, having
inflammatory bowel disease or a family history of colorectal
cancer.

Marshall advises everyone to eat lots of fruits and veg-
etables and whole grains. “Meat’s not evil” but eat less of
it, he said.

And a recent study found that a three-year exercise pro-
gram improved survival in colon cancer patients and reduced
cancer recurrence.

Symptoms include blood in stool or rectal bleeding;

changes in bowel habits such as diarrhea, constipation or
narrowing of stool that lasts more than a few days; unin-
tended weight loss; and cramps or abdominal pain.

“Don’t ignore symptoms. Get it checked,” Marshall
stressed. Survival is far more likely when colorectal cancer
is diagnosed early, before it spreads.

Medical guidelines say the average person should start
getting screened at age 45 - too late for some young adults.

People known to be at higher risk are supposed to talk
with their doctors about whether to start screening even ear-
lier.

How often people need to get checked depends on the
type of screening they choose. There are a variety of options,
including yearly stool-based tests or colonoscopies that may
be done every 10 years as long as no problems were found.
There’s also a newer blood test for adults 45 or older.

No one knows what’s causing the rise in cases in younger
adults. But Georgetown’s Marshall said many young patients
lack common risk factors. He wonders if changes in young
people’s gut bacteria - the microbiome - might play a role.

Also, where cancer occurs along the question mark-shaped
colon - it starts on one side of the abdomen and swoops to
the other before ending with the rectum - influences how
aggressive it is and how it’s treated. Marshall said there’s a
marked difference in where younger and older people’s tu-
mors tend to strike, another clue being explored.

New crew to replace evacuated astronauts

New astronauts launch to the ISS

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla., Feb 14,
(AP): A new crew rocketed toward the
International Space Station on Friday
to replace the astronauts who returned
to Earth early in NASA’s first medical
evacuation.

SpaceX launched the replacements
as soon as possible at NASA’s request,
sending the US, French and Russian
astronauts on an expected eight- to
nine-month mission stretching until
fall. The four should arrive at the orbit-
ing lab Saturday, filling the vacancies
left by their evacuated colleagues last
month and bringing the space station
back to full staff.

“It turns out Friday the 13th is a very
lucky day,” SpaceX Launch Control
radioed once the astronauts reached
orbit. “That was quite a ride,” replied
the crew’s commander, Jessica Meir.

NASA had to put spacewalks on
hold and deferred other duties while
awaiting the arrival of Americans Meir
and Jack Hathaway, France’s Sophie
Adenot and Russia’s Andrei Fedyaev.
They’ll join three other astronauts -
one American and two Russians - who
kept the space station running the past
month.

Satisfied with medical procedures
already in place, NASA ordered no ex-
tra checkups for the crew ahead of lift-
off and no new diagnostic equipment
was packed. An ultrasound machine
already up there for research went into
overdrive Jan. 7 when used on the ail-
ing crew member. NASA has not re-
vealed the ill astronaut’s identity or
health issue. All four returning astro-
nauts went straight to the hospital after
splashing down in the Pacific near San
Diego.

It was the first time in 65 years of
human spaceflight that NASA cut short
a mission for medical reasons.

With missions becoming longer,
NASA is constantly looking at up-
grades to the space station’s medical
gear, said deputy program manager
Dina Contella. “But there are a lot of
things that are just not practical and
so that’s when you need to bring as-
tronauts home from space,” she said

The moon moves in front of the sun

during an annual solar eclipse, or

ring of fire, seen from San Antonio,
Texas, Oct 14, 2023. (AP)

Solar eclipse

A ‘ring of fire’ to
dazzle Antarctica

NEW YORK, Feb 14, (AP): The first
solar eclipse of the year will grace Ant-
arctica, and only a lucky few will get to
bask - or waddle - in its glow.

Tuesday’s annular solar eclipse,
known as a “ ring of fire,” will only be
visible in the southernmost continent,
home to research stations and diverse
wildlife.

“The penguins down there are go-
ing to have a great show,” said as-
tronomer Joe Llama with Lowell Ob-
servatory.

Clear skies permitting, more people
can catch a partial eclipse with small
bites taken out of the sun from the
tips of Chile and Argentina and bits of
southeastern Africa including Mada-
gascar, Lesotho and South Africa.

Solar eclipses happen when the
sun, moon and Earth align just so. The
moon casts a shadow that can partially
or totally block out the sun’s light from
Earth.

It’s “this beautiful coincidence be-
tween the size and the distance of the
moon and the sun,” said astrophysicist
Emily Rice with the City University of
New York.

During an annular, or ring-shaped,
eclipse, the moon just happens to be
farther away from Earth in its orbit so
it doesn’t totally cover the sun. Only a
thin sliver remains visible.

“The sun essentially gets its core
taken out,” Llama said.

Crew 12 mission astronauts, (from left), pilot Jack Hathaway, Russian cosmo-
naut Andrei Fedyaev, commander Jessica Meir and ESA astronaut Sophia
Adenot, of France, leave the Operations and Checkout building before head-
ing to pad 40 at the Cape Canaveral Space Force Station in Cape Canaveral,
Fla., Friday, Feb. 13, on a mission to the International Space Station. (AP)

earlier this week.

In preparation for moon and Mars
trips where health care will be even
more challenging, the new arrivals
will test a filter designed to turn drink-
ing water into emergency IV fluid, try
out an ultrasound system that relies
on artificial intelligence and aug-
mented reality instead of experts on
the ground, and perform ultrasound
scans on their jugular veins in a blood
clot study.

They also will demonstrate their
moon-landing skills in a simulated test
drawing extra attention because of the
impending launch of four astronauts
to the moon on Artemis II, humanity’s
first lunar voyage in more than half a
century.

Adenot is only the second French
woman to launch to space. She was 14
when Claudie Haignere flew to Rus-
sia’s space station Mir in 1996, inspir-
ing her to become an astronaut. Haig-
nere cheered her on from the Florida
launch site, wishing her “Bon vol,”
French for “Have a good flight,” and

“Ad astra,” Latin for “To the stars.”

Hathaway, like Adenot, is new to
space, while Meir and Fedyaev are
making their second station trip. On
her first mission in 2019, Meir took
part in the first all-female spacewalk.
The other half of that spacewalk,
Christina Koch, is among the four
Artemis II astronauts waiting to fly
around the moon as early as March.
A ship-to-ship radio linkup is planned
between the two crews.

Meir wasn’t sure astronauts would
return to the moon during her career.
“Now we’re right here on the precipice
of the Artemis II mission,” she said
ahead of liftoff. “The fact that they will
be in space at the same time as us ...
it’s so cool to be an astronaut now, it’s
so exciting.”

SpaceX launched the latest crew
from Cape Canaveral Space Force Sta-
tion. Elon Musk’s company is prepar-
ing its neighboring Kennedy Space
Center launch pad for the supersized
Starships, which NASA needs to land
astronauts on the moon.

‘FMD a national disaster’

NEW DELHI, Feb 14, (Xinhua): A
25-year-old nurse infected with the
Nipah virus and undergoing treat-
ment inside a hospital died Thurs-
day, officials said.

According to health officials,
the nurse died of cardiac arrest at
a private hospital in Barasat, North
24-Parganas district, about 26 km
north of Kolkata, the capital city of
West Bengal.

The woman was one of two
health workers in the state who
tested positive for Nipah earlier this
year. The other, a man, has recov-
ered and was discharged from the
hospital.

Typically, the human infection
with Nipah presents as an encepha-
litic syndrome marked by fever,
headache, drowsiness, disorienta-
tion, mental confusion and coma,
which can potentially lead to death.
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Foot-and-mouth disease: South
African President Cyril Ramaphosa
announced on Thursday that the
ongoing outbreak of the foot-and-
mouth disease (FMD) across the
country has been classified as a na-
tional disaster.

The president made the an-
nouncement in the annual State of
the Nation Address (SONA) before
a joint sitting of the two houses of
Parliament at Cape Town City Hall.

“While the rest of our agriculture
sector is thriving, the cattle industry
is today facing one of the worst out-
breaks of foot-and-mouth disease
our country has experienced,” said
Ramaphosa.

He warned that the disease “is
damaging our economy, resulting in
export bans, trade restrictions and
devastation of herds.”

“We have classified foot-and-
mouth disease as a national di-
saster and will be mobilizing all
necessary capabilities within the
state to deal with this crisis,” Ra-
maphosa said.

Health worker succumbs to
Nipah in India’s West Bengal

The government has decided to
vaccinate the national herd of 14
million cattle, which will require 28
million vaccine doses over the next
12 months, he said.

“The state will facilitate the ac-
quisition of the vaccines centrally
to ensure that we get the right vac-
cine for the particular strain of the
virus in South Africa,” Ramaphosa
said. “We will work closely with the
private sector to enable an efficient
rollout, and most importantly, we
will ensure that commercial, private
and communal farmers have imme-
diate access to vaccines.”

The president said that a task
team made up of farmer organiza-
tions and experts would report to
him every month on progress made
in tackling what he described as a
pandemic.

It is not the first time that South
Africa has taken such a step this
year. According to Ramaphosa,
just a few weeks ago, catastrophic
flooding in Limpopo and Mpuma-
langa was declared a national disas-
ter, which claimed at least 45 lives
and caused widespread destruction
of homes, schools, clinics and other
infrastructure.

a Q Q

Dengue: Dengue larvae were
found in 40 percent of schools in-
spected by Sri Lanka’s Ministry
of Health, according to an official
from the country’s National Dengue
Control Unit.

Acting Director of the National
Dengue Control Unit Kapila Kan-
nangara told journalists on Saturday
that recent surveys have revealed
an increase in the percentage of
schools where dengue mosquito lar-
vae were detected.

He said health authorities were
continuing inspection and preven-
tion campaigns to reduce breeding
sites and limit the spread of den-
gue, which remains a major public
health concern in the country.

Experts warn move will escalate climate pollution

Trump’s EPA revokes scientific finding
that guided US climate regulations

WASHINGTON, Feb 14, (AP): The
Trump administration on Thursday re-
voked a scientific finding that long has
been the central basis for US action to
regulate greenhouse gas emissions and
fight climate change, the most aggres-
sive move by the Republican president
to roll back climate regulations.

The rule finalized by the Environ-
mental Protection Agency rescinds a
2009 government declaration known
as the endangerment finding that de-
termined that carbon dioxide and
other greenhouse gases threaten public
health and welfare. The Obama-era
finding is the legal underpinning of
nearly all climate regulations under the
Clean Air Act for motor vehicles, pow-
er plants and other pollution sources
that are heating the planet.

The repeal eliminates all greenhouse
gas emissions standards for cars and
trucks and could unleash a broader
undoing of climate regulations on sta-
tionary sources such as power plants
and oil and gas facilities, experts say.
Legal challenges are near certain.

President Donald Trump called the
move “the single largest deregulatory
action in American history, by far,”
while EPA Administrator Lee Zeldin
called the endangerment finding “the
Holy Grail of federal regulatory over-
reach.”

Trump called the endangerment
finding “one of the greatest scams in
history,” claiming falsely that it “had
no basis in fact” or law. “On the con-
trary, over the generations, fossil fu-
els have saved millions of lives and
lifted billions of people out of pov-
erty all over the world,” Trump said
at a White House ceremony, although
scientists across the globe agree that
carbon dioxide and other greenhouse
gases are driving catastrophic heat
waves and storms, droughts and sea
level rise.

Environmental groups described
the move as the single biggest attack
in US history against federal authority
to address climate change. Evidence
backing up the endangerment finding
has only grown stronger in the 17 years
since it was approved, they said.

“This action will only lead to more
climate pollution, and that will lead to
higher costs and real harms for Ameri-
can families,” said Fred Krupp, presi-
dent of Environmental Defense Fund,
adding that the consequences would
be felt on Americans’ health, property
values, water supply and more.

The EPA also said it will propose a
two-year delay to a Biden-era rule re-
stricting greenhouse gas emissions by
cars and light trucks. And the agency
will end incentives for automakers
who install automatic start-stop igni-
tion systems in their vehicles. The de-
vice is intended to reduce emissions,
but Zeldin said “everyone hates” it.

Zeldin, a former Republican con-
gressman who was tapped by Trump
to lead EPA last year, has criticized

President Donald Trump speaks during an event with Environmental Pro-

tection Agency director Lee Zeldin to announce the EPA will no longer

regulate greenhouse gases, in the Roosevelt Room of the White House,
Thursday, Feb. 12, in Washington. (AP)

his predecessors in Democratic ad-
ministrations, saying that in the name
of tackling climate change, they were
“willing to bankrupt the country.”

The endangerment finding “led to
trillions of dollars in regulations that
strangled entire sectors of the United
States economy, including the Ameri-
can auto industry,” Zeldin said. “The
Obama and Biden administrations
used it to steamroll into existence a
left-wing wish list of costly climate
policies, electric vehicle mandates and
other requirements that assaulted con-
sumer choice and affordability.”

The endangerment finding and the
regulations based on it “didn’t just reg-
ulate emissions, it regulated and tar-
geted the American dream. And now
the endangerment finding is hereby
eliminated,” Zeldin said.

The Supreme Court ruled in a 2007
case that planet-warming greenhouse
gases, caused by the burning of oil and
other fossil fuels, are air pollutants un-
der the Clean Air Act.

The Shell Norco oil refinery operates in Norco, La., April 7, 2025. (AP)

Since the high court’s decision, in a
case known as Massachusetts v. EPA,
courts have uniformly rejected legal
challenges to the endangerment find-
ing, including a 2023 decision by the
U.S. Court of Appeals for the District
of Columbia Circuit.

The endangerment finding is widely
considered the legal foundation that
underpins a series of regulations in-
tended to protect against threats made
increasingly severe by climate change.
That includes deadly floods, extreme
heat waves, catastrophic wildfires and
other natural disasters in the United
States and around the world.

Gina McCarthy, a former EPA
administrator who served as White
House climate adviser in the Biden
administration, called the Trump ad-
ministration’s actions reckless. “This
EPA would rather spend its time in
court working for the fossil fuel indus-
try than protecting us from pollution
and the escalating impacts of climate
change,” she said.

World struggles to eradicate polio as cases rise

Malawi vaccinates children against polio

BLANTYRE, Malawi, Feb 14, (AP):
In a classroom in southern Malawi,
children sit in rows on the floor as a
health worker moves among them ad-
ministering an oral vaccine that pro-
tects against polio.

The new vaccination campaign that
began on Wednesday is another re-
minder that the world still hasn’t man-
aged to eradicate the ancient disease,
which primarily affects children and
can cause paralysis, despite a con-
certed effort for more than 35 years by
the World Health Organization and its
partners.

Health officials believe they came
close several times, including five
years ago, when just five cases of the
natural polio virus were reported glob-
ally.

But a WHO report said that there
were 38 cases of the natural polio vi-
rus between January and October 2025
- all in Pakistan and Afghanistan, the
last two countries where it remains
endemic - and another 151 cases of a
vaccine-derived polio virus strain in 13
countries.

Those vaccine-derived cases have
overtaken natural polio virus cases in
recent years, and complicated the erad-
ication effort as one of a number of

A healthcare worker administers

polio vaccine to a child in the Ndi-

rande Township of Blantyre, Ma-
lawi, Wednesday, Feb. 11. (AP)

missteps in the global fight. They come
about when the weakened live virus in
oral polio vaccines mutates into a form
capable of sparking new outbreaks.

That’s the problem in Malawi,
which reported last month that it had
discovered the vaccine-derived Type
2 polio virus strain in sewage water in
the southern city of Blantyre, prompt-
ing health authorities to launch a new
immunization campaign using a modi-
fied vaccine.

By WHO regulations, Malawi was
required to declare an outbreak on con-
firming the polio virus traces.

Malawi’s deputy health minister,
Charles Chilambula, was among the

officials promoting the vaccination
drive. It involves 1.7 million doses be-
ing administered to children at schools
and taken door-to-door through some
of the city’s neighborhoods by health
workers.

In an attempt to reassure people,
Chilambula said that the doses will
protect against the vaccine-derived
form that’s been discovered in Blan-
tyre in environmental samples. Ma-
lawi’s Health Ministry said that it’s us-
ing the novel oral polio vaccine that’s
designed to stop circulating vaccine-
derived Type 2 outbreaks.

“It’s very important that we do the
vaccine now, because it also deals with
this virus which we have detected,”
Chilambula said.

Polio is a highly contagious incur-
able disease that affects the nervous
system, and both the wild virus and the
vaccine-derived strain can cause irre-
versible paralysis. It’s spread through
contaminated food or water. Around
one in 200 cases results in paralysis,
WHO says, typically affecting the legs.

In the early 20th century, polio
struck fear in communities across the
world and paralyzed hundreds of thou-
sands of children annually before the
advent of vaccines in the 1950s.
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Neto powers Chelsea into

HULL, England, Feb 14, (AP):
Pedro Neto scored a hat trick,
including directly from a corner
kick, as Chelsea beat Hull City
4-0 in the fourth round of the FA
Cup.

Also, Wrexham reached the
fifth round for the first time in 29
years after beating Ipswich 1-0 in
an all-Championship matchup.

Hull and Chelsea had met eight
times before in the FA Cup and
Chelsea progressed every time.
Host Hull never looked like halt-
ing that arresting run as the Pre-
mier League side took control
from the off.

Pedro Neto’s drilled shot from
just outside the box gave Chelsea
the lead going into halftime, and

Wrexham reaches 5th round for first time in 29 years

a throng of bodies straight into
the goal six minutes into the sec-
ond period.

Young Brazilian Estévao made
it 3-0 minutes later when he side-
footed home from 12 meters out,
and Pedro Neto finished a nicely
worked fourth.

“Pedro Neto is an incredible
player,” Liam Delap, who re-
corded three assists, told TNT
Sports.

“He is playing in a position he
is not even used to but he showed
his quality.

Wrexham will discover in
Monday’s draw who it meets
next for a place in the quarterfi-
nals.

A first-half goal from Josh

from Ipswich, which didn’t get a
shot on target.

Both teams are in contention
for promotion to the Premier
League; Ipswich was in third
place and hoping for an immedi-
ate return to the league it left last
summer.

Wrexham was seven points
behind in sixth and bidding for
a fourth consecutive promotion
that would take it into the top tier
for the first time in its 158-year
history.

“We started both halves well
but we weren’t able to get the
goal,” Ipswich boss Kieran Mc-
Kenna told BBC Wales. “Second
half we tried everything ... but
we just couldn’t get back into the

his low corner squeaked through ~ Windass

separated

Wrexham  game.

-A Cup fifth round

Hull City’s Lewis Koumas, left,and Chelsea’s Jesse Derry battle for a head ball during the English FA Cup fourth
round soccer match between Hull City and Chelsea in Hull, England. (AP)

Lucas Braathen wins giant slalom,
secures South America first medal

Australia’s Anthony makes history with dual moguls gold

| S T

Brazil’s Lucas Pinheiro Braathen, center, winner of an alpine ski, men’s giant slalom race, jumps in celebration on
the podium flanked by second placed Switzerland’s Marco Odermatt, left, and third placed Switzerland’s Loic Meil-
lard, at the 2026 Winter Olympics, in Bormio, ltaly. (AP)

BORMIO, Italy, Feb 14, (Agencies): Bra-
zilian ski racer Lucas Pinheiro Braathen
turned in a powerful final run to win the
Olympic giant slalom Saturday and earn
South America’s first medal at a Winter

Games.

With snow falling and fog settling in, the 25-year-
old Pinheiro Braathen remained cool and relaxed as
he navigated his way through the technical Stelvio
course. After seeing his place - No. 1 - he fell to the
snow before starting to scream.

He finished in a two-run combined time of 2 minutes, 25
seconds. He beat Swiss racer Marco Odermatt, the defending
Olympic champion, by 0.58 seconds. Odermatt’s teammate,
Loic Meillard, earned bronze.

Pinheiro Braathen is the fun-loving, samba-dancing skier
who’s ready to get this party started. On the back of his hel-
met, he has in big letters “Vamos Dancar” - “Let’s Dance.”
Fittingly enough, it’s Carnival season, too, a festival of pa-
rades, masquerades and partying made famous in places
such as Brazil.

There’s plenty to celebrate because, “Brazil is an Olympic
champion in Alpine skiing,” he said.

Pinheiro Braathen comes from a family where his mother
is Brazilian and his father is Norwegian. He started racing
for Norway until abruptly retiring before the 2023 season,
only to return a year later representing Brazil.

Brazil’s President Luiz Indcio Lula da Silva celebrated
his country’s first ever Winter Olympics medal on his social
media channels.

“This unprecedented result shows Brazilian sport has
no limits. It is the reflection of talent, dedication and con-
tinuous work to strengthen sport in every dimension,”
Lula said. “Congratulations to Lucas Pinheiro and all
the team involved in this historic achievement, which in-
spires new generations and widens the horizon for Brazil-
ian sport.” It’s another medal at the Milan Cortina Games
for the 28-year-old Odermatt. He added this to the silver
in the team event, where he partnered with Meillard, and
bronze in the super-G.

Atle Lie McGrath of Norway wore a black armband in
remembrance of his grandfather, who died on the day of the
opening ceremony. He finished fifth.
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Australia’s Jakara Anthony rebounded from midweek dis-
appointment to make history , winning gold in the Olympic
debut of women’s dual moguls at the Milan-Cortina 2026
Winter Olympics.

Anthony, the favorite in singles moguls who made a costly
error earlier in the week, delivered under pressure at Livigno
Snow Park, edging world champion Jaelin Kauf of the Unit-
ed States in the medal round to become the first Olympic
champion in the head-to-head format.

“It’s areally special one,” Anthony said. “To turn it around
from the disappointment of singles and come out with the
performance I know I'm capable of - with my team behind
me - that’s what I'm most proud of.” The dual moguls event
pits two skiers side by side on the same course, directly com-
paring speed and style while adding the pressure of a rival in
peripheral vision. Flat-light conditions added another chal-
lenge, prompting staff to scatter pine needles to break up the
glare as light snow fell.

Anthony was sharper and faster in the super final, winning
20-15 to secure gold.

Kauf earned her second silver of the Games and the third
Olympic silver of her career. American teammate Elizabeth
Lemley, the singles champion, took bronze despite a sore
elbow, beating France’s Perrine Laffont.

In her Olympic debut, Maren Kirkeeide of Norway bested
two Frenchwomen to take gold in a snowy women’s 7.5-kil-
ometer sprint biathlon race at the Milan Cortina Winter
Games on Saturday.

Kirkeeide cleared all 10 of her shots and crossed the finish
line in 20 minutes and 40.8 seconds. Oceane Michelon of
France also shot clean and came in 3.8 seconds behind. Lou
Jeanmonnot missed one but held on for a podium position,
23.7 seconds back.

Jeanmonnot has stood on the podium in every race she has
entered so far in these Winter Games. She took silver in the
15-kilometer individual race on Wednesday and joined Julia
Simon, Eric Perrot, and Quentin Fillon Maillet to take gold
in the mixed relay last Sunday.

Simon missed two of her standing shots and finished a
disappointing 34th - 1 minute 55.8 seconds behind the Nor-
wegian.

Reigning biathlon sprint champion Marte Olsbu Rgise-
land has retired. Elvira Oeberg of Sweden took silver in the
sprint at the Beijing Olympics, while Dorothea Wierer of
Italy won bronze.

‘It’s time for me to show up for others and in other ways’

Chris Paul retires as All-Star weekend
begins, ending a 21-season NBA run

LOS ANGELES, Feb 14, (AP): Chris
Paul, who was a 12-time All-Star se-
lection and two-time Olympic gold
medalist, announced his retirement in
the capper of a 21-season career that
will surely merit induction into the
Basketball Hall of Fame.

Paul made the announcement on
the first day of the NBA’s All-Star
weekend at the home of the Los An-
geles Clippers in Inglewood, Califor-
nia. Paul spent his final season - an
abbreviated one - with the Clippers,
who sent him home in December and
wound up trading him to Toronto ear-
lier this month.

The Raptors knew Paul would never
play in Toronto, and that begged the
question about whether the Wake For-
est legend would try to finish the sea-
son with another team in pursuit of the
thing he never got - an NBA title.

The answer came Friday. He’s done.
He said last summer that he has hated
missing events with his children over
the last few years, and now he can de-
vote himself much more to his family
and other interests.

“It’s time for me to show up for oth-
ers and in other ways,” Paul wrote on
a social media post, announcing the
decision.

He strongly hinted earlier this sea-
son that this year was going to be his
last. Paul was a four-time All-NBA
first team selection, and he ranks sec-
ond in NBA history with 12,552 as-
sists and 2,728 steals. He was the first
player to score at least 20,000 points
while recording at least 10,000 assists;
LeBron James and Russell Westbrook
have both since done that as well.

“It feels really good knowing that I
played and treated this game with the
utmost respect since the day my dad
introduced me to it,” Paul wrote. “It
was the very first relationship I ever
knew.”

Paul played for New Orleans,
Houston, Oklahoma City, Phoenix,
Golden State, San Antonio and the
Clippers during his career, spending
the last four years with four different
teams.

He also was a past president of the

Best of the Rest

In this file photo, Los Angeles Clippers guard Chris Paul drives to the bas-
ket during the second half of an NBA basketball game against the Orlando
Magic in Orlando, Fla. (AP)

National Basketball Players Associa-
tion - instrumental in getting the league
through the bubble season when the
pandemic struck in 2020 - and champi-
oned the NBA establishing better ties
with Historically Black Colleges and
Universities.

“From the moment he entered the
league, Chris distinguished himself
with his savvy playmaking skills, elite
competitiveness and intense work eth-
ic,” NBA Commissioner Adam Silver
said in a statement, in which he called
Paul “one of the greatest point guards
in NBA history.”

Paul is 15th all-time in regular-sea-
son games played and 36th in points,
was a six-time steals champion, five-
time assists champion, a nine-time All-
Defensive team pick, 11-time All-NBA
selection and was part of the NBA’s
75th anniversary team.

He’s one of six players in NBA his-
tory to have reached $400 million in
career earnings.

“I’ve been playing basketball since
I was 4 years old, and there’s nothing
other than my family that brings me
more joy than the hard work and all
that stuff that goes into it,” he said in
2024. “Yeah, that’s why we get to play

a child’s game and say it’s my way of
life.”

Paul became arguably the most ac-
complished player in Clippers fran-
chise history while leading the team
to six winning seasons from 2011-17,
including the Clippers’ first two Pacific
Division titles and three playoff series
victories. Paul returned to Los Ange-
les as a free agent last July, rejoining
a franchise where he is loved by fans -
but it went bad quickly, and Paul’s last
game with the Clippers was Dec. 1.

It turned out to be his last NBA
game, period.

“While this chapter of being an
‘NBA player’ is done, the game of
basketball will forever be engrained
in the DNA of my life, spanning three
decades,” Paul wrote. “It’s crazy even
saying that!! Playing basketball for a
living has been an unbelievable bless-
ing that also came with lost of respon-
sibility. I embraced it all.”

Paul is one of seven players to have
an NBA career span at least 21 seasons.
And he’s already in the Hall of Fame:
the 2008 Olympic ‘Redeem Team’ was
enshrined as part of the 2025 class. It
won’t be long before he goes in on his
own as well.

“It was an accident,” Fischer said.
Fiala, 29, is in his 12th NHL season and fourth with

Fiala out of Olympics because of a leg injury:

the Kings. He has 40 points in 56 games this season.

(AP)

Switzerland forward Kevin Fiala has been ruled out for

the rest of the Milan Cortina Olympics with an injury to

his left leg.

Fiala was taken off the ice on a stretcher late in Swit-
zerland’s game against Canada on Friday. The Swiss Ice
Hockey Federation on Saturday called it a lower leg in-
jury that was ending his time at the Games.

The Los Angeles Kings winger went down when he
collided with Tom Wilson with just under three minutes

left in Canada’s 5-1 victory.

Fiala backed into a hit on Wilson near the boards,
their legs got tangled up and both players fell to the ice.
Fiala couldn’t get up and after a stoppage in play medi-

cal personnel attended to him.

Fiala was placed face down on a stretcher, and his left
leg appeared to be in an air cast as he was wheeled out.

“I haven’t seen him yet. I think he went to the hospi-
tal. Obviously it doesn’t look very good,” Swiss coach
Patrick Fischer said after the game. “Tough moment for
Kevin and the whole team, obviously.”

No penalty was assessed on the play.

tion said.
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Paraguay to face Greece in friendly: Paraguay will
meet Greece in a friendly next month as part of its prepa-
rations for the 2026 FIFA World Cup, the South Ameri-
can country’s football association said.

The match will be played in Athens during the next
FIFA international window on March 27, the associa-

It will be followed by a previously announced friend-

ly against Morocco in Lens, France, four days later.
The matches will provide one of the last opportunities
for manager Gustavo Alfaro to test his squad ahead of

the World Cup in the United States, Mexico and Canada.

CAF chief dismisses report on cancellation

The Albirroja will play its first match in the tourna-
ment against the United States in Group D on June 12.

It will also face Australia and a yet-to-be-confirmed
qualifier. It will be Paraguay’s first appearance in foot-
ball’s showpiece tournament since the 2010 edition in
South Africa, where it reached the quarterfinals for the
first time. (Xinhua)

2027 Africa Cup will take place as planned in Tanzania, Uganda and Kenya’

DAR ES SALAAM, Tan- ahead at planned from

CON continues, we will

going to be a powerhouse of

because of problems with

but also his disappointment

zania, Feb 14, (AP): The
2027 Africa Cup of Nations
will go ahead as originally
planned in Tanzania, Ugan-
da and Kenya, the president
of the Confederation of Af-
rican Football said.

Patrice Motsepe, speak-
ing after a meeting of
CAF’s executive commit-
tee, said the tournament
will be played in June and/
or July and that the organi-
zation will be announcing
exact dates soon.

Motsepe addressed sev-
eral issues including last
month’s Africa Cup in Mo-
rocco and the hosting of the
Women'’s Africa Cup of Na-
tions again next month.

Motsepe said the wom-
en’s tournament will go

March 17 to April 3, rebuft-
ing reports that Morocco
wanted to withdraw from
hosting the tournament for
the third time straight after
South Africa offered to take
over. “Morocco came to as-
sist. There were many coun-
tries that wanted to host it,
but because we didn’t have
time, our standards were
very, very high,” Motsepe
said.

“As we speak now, we
still have an engagement
with Morocco. Some of the
other countries say, ‘please
can we host it?” But they
want to change the date.
We can’t change the date
because it’s one of those
qualifiers for the Women’s
World Cup. So, the WAF-

make sure it takes place
within that window.”

British newspaper The
Guardian reported Thurs-
day that the 2027 Africa
Cup was to be scrapped and
that Tanzania, Uganda and
Kenya would instead host
the 2028 tournament, but
Motsepe said the report was
erroneous.

“There was an allegation
that I am here to tell Tanza-
nia and Kenya and Uganda
that I'm taking away the
AFCON because our three
countries are not going to
be ready. That’s totally un-
founded,” Motsepe said.

“AFCON next year in
Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda
is going to be enormously
successful ... East Africa is

the best football on the con-
tinent.” If the three East Af-
rican countries do stage the
2027 tournament, it will be
the first since 2013 the com-
petition hasn’t been moved

the original host.

Motsepe expressed his
“deep gratitude” to Mo-
rocco for hosting the “most
successful AFCON in the
history of this competition,”

at the disturbances that
marred the final, with on-
field battles between stew-
ards and Senegal fans, and
the Senegal team walking
off the field.

Change Name

I, have changed my Name
HUSSAIN JAWARWALA
(New Name) previously

called HUSSAIN JAWAR

(Old Name). in future [ Would
he known as My New Name
HUSSAIN JAWARWALA Rlo
Najampura Opp. Old Hospital,
Dungarpur (Raj.) 314001

Change Name

1, RASHIDA holder of Passport
No. P9482250 do hereby change
my name to RASHIDA (as
Given name) KHANDWALA
(as Surname) for all purposes. I
will henceforth e known in the
name RASHIDA
KHANDWALA and [ also
undertake to carry out this
name change in all my
documents

Change Name

1, SHAIKH SHAKEEL ISHAQE holder of
Passport No. V 7434465 my address :
OMEKAR CHS. PLOT No. 424,
FLAT.No. 302, NEAR SAI ANGAN
BUILDING TPS, TAKKA PANVEL.
NAVIMUMBAL PIN; 410206,
MAHARASHTRA,

INDIAN

do hereby change my name to
SHAIKH SHAKEEL ISHAQUE
(New Name)
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‘We hope to be one of the pillars of their success locally, regionally, and globally’

ABK Wealth Management signs strategic sponsorship with Rafa Nadal Academy Kuwait

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 14: ABK
Wealth Management, the in-
vestment arm of Al Ahli Bank
of Kuwait Group, has signed a
strategic sponsorship agreement
with Rafa Nadal Academy Ku-
wait as part of its commitment
to supporting and developing
the talents and capabilities of
younger generations, in line
with its responsibility toward
Kuwaiti society.

The signing ceremony took
place at the academy’s headquar-
ters in the presence of Dr. Abdu-
laziz Jawad, Chairman of ABK
Wealth Management; Moham-
med Mustafa Al Marzouq, CEO
of Tamdeen Sports Company, and
several officials from both organi-
zations.

On this occasion, Dr. Abdu-
laziz Jawad stated, “We are keen
to sponsor Rafa Nadal Academy
Kuwait as part of our social re-
sponsibility programs aimed at
developing and supporting the
talents of the new generation.

We hope to be one of the pil-
lars of their success locally, re-
gionally, and globally.

“This sponsorship reaffirms
ABK Wealth Management’s sup-
port for all efforts aimed at devel-
oping the capabilities and talents
of youth in the country.

Our choice of Rafa Nadal
Academy Kuwait reflects our
confidence in the important role it
plays in the sports sector.”

Jawad added that the sponsorship
coincides with the recent relaunch

Dr. Abdulaziz Jawad and Mohammed Mustafa Al Marzouq exchange the
agreement.

of the ABK Wealth Management
brand in its new identity and comes
as part of the company’s ongoing
commitment to supporting youth,
providing them with opportuni-
ties to develop their skills, benefit
from the expertise of international
coaches, and encouraging them to
practice sports and adopt a healthy
lifestyle.

He continued, “Our approach to
sponsorships stems from our firm
commitment to corporate social
responsibility programs and sus-
tainability standards, contributing
effectively to Kuwait’s develop-
ment journey.

RAFA NADAL
ACADEMY

Kunavait

Rafa Nadal Academy Kuwait logo

This agreement goes beyond

traditional sponsorship to in-
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ABK Wealth Management logo

clude an integrated package of
activities such as tennis tour-
naments, client and employee
gatherings, and other benefits
that ensure sustainable added
value and help build relation-
ships and partnerships that ben-
efit all parties.”

Dr. Abdulaziz Jawad is pictured between Mohammed Mustafa Al-Marzoug,
Sharif Al-Rafei, and Sagr Al-Bin Ali during the sponsorship announcement.

On his part, AlMarzouq wel-
comed the sponsorship, empha-
sizing the importance of support-
ing sustainable initiatives.

He said, “Thanks to this spon-
sorship, we will be able to ex-
pand our programs, enhance their
impact, and provide world-class
training opportunities in coopera-
tion with an institution that shares
our values of commitment to so-
cial responsibility.”

He noted that the academy, the
first international tennis academy
branch of the Rafa Nadal Acad-
emy outside of Mallorca, Spain,
combines high-level sports train-

ing with academic education. It
is the first of its kind in Kuwait
and the Middle East, located at
the Sheikh Jaber Al-Abdullah Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah International Ten-
nis Complex at 360 Mall.

The academy features a wide
range of state-of-the-art facilities
and a distinguished team of in-
ternationally recognized coaches
who provide group and individual
training in fitness, tennis, padel,
and squash.

The programs benefit from the
expertise and experience of the
Rafa Nadal Academy in Spain,
where the coaching team devel-
ops young players and trains be-
ginners and advance players who
wish to discover and enjoy the
game of tennis.

The academy includes 15 ten-
nis courts, a fitness center, two
squash courts, three indoor padel
courts, a swimming pool.

The main covered multi-pur-
pose stadium accommodates
more than 5,000 spectators, while
the secondary outdoor court seats
1,500 spectators.

All facilities are equipped with
the latest global technologies and
highest standards.

In conclusion, AlMarzouq
emphasized his commitment to
ensuring that ABK Wealth Man-
agement clients benefit from this
opportunity, praising the collabo-
ration between the two parties
aimed at achieving development
and well-being for clients in the
local market.

Al-Murraab poses with Al-Qadsia players and the Super Cup at Al-Qadsia Club.
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No margin for error

Qadsia steps up preparations in
UAE ahead of decisive Al-Ain clash

By Hassan Mosa

Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

ABU DHABI, Feb 14: Qadsia launches its preparations this evening in the United Arab Emirates as it
gears up for a crucial showdown against Al-Ain next Wednesday in the sixth and final round of Group
A in the Gulf Champions League.

Sitting third with seven points, Qadsia has no margin for error — only a win will send it through to the
semifinals. Al-Ain, second on nine points, requires just a draw to secure qualification, while Iraq’s Zakho
has already advanced after claiming top spot in the group with 10 points.

Head coach Nabil Maaloul opted to rest several players in recent sessions following the Kuwait FA’s
decision to postpone its match against Burgan.

The club is also awaiting a response from the Gulf federation regarding its appeal over the yellow
card shown to Algerian professional Sofiane Bouchar in last week’s match against Zakho. The booking
currently sidelines him from the decisive encounter with Al-Ain.

Defender Youssef Al-Haqan acknowledged the challenge ahead, describing Al-Ain as a strong side
capable of delivering convincing performances, but stressed that Qadsia are fully prepared for the test.

He highlighted the team’s high morale and fighting spirit, especially after a series of positive results,
and voiced confidence in the fans’ support in the must-win fixture.

Midfielder Jassem Al-Matar emphasized the need for intense focus against Al-Ain, expressing hope
that Qadsia can rise to the occasion in the final group-stage round.

Reflecting on advice from club legend Jassem Yaqoub, Al-Matar said he was honored to receive
guidance from a player of such stature and confirmed his commitment to applying the recommendations

Deja vu for Kazma, Kuwait Club
begins Amir Cup title defense

Al-Tadamon advances with dramatic extra-time goal

By Hassan Mosa
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 14: Kuwait
Club Kkicks off its Amir Cup title
defense today against Al Jazeera
at 4:45 pm at Ali Sabah Al-Salem
Stadium, while Al-Arabi faces Al-
Sahel at 7:45 pm at Naif Al-Dab-
bous Stadium in the final prelimi-
nary-round fixtures.

Although Kuwait Club holds a clear ad-
vantage on paper, it remains wary of po-
tential surprises that often define knockout
competitions.

The Whites continue to impress domestically,
sitting nine points clear at the top of the Zain
Premier League with ten rounds remaining as it
chases a fifth straight title. It has also secured a

place in the Crown Prince Cup final, underlining
its strong season.

Player sits injured during Khaitan and Kazma
match.

Al Jazeera, meanwhile, seeks to produce a
competitive display similar to its First Division
form, where it currently occupies fourth place, six
points behind leader Al-Sahel.

Al-Arabi enters its clash aiming to rediscover
momentum after a difficult spell. The “Green” en-
dured back-to-back 1-0 league defeats to Kuwait
Club and Kazma, settled for a 1-1 draw with Al-

Fahaheel, and fell 4-3 to Al-Qadsia in the Super
Cup semifinal.

Al-Sahel, sitting atop the First Division stand-
ings, looks to capitalize on Al-Arabi’s inconsis-
tency and secure a quarterfinal berth.

Kazma suffered another cup setback, echoing
its earlier Crown Prince Cup elimination. After
losing to Al-Sulaibikhat on penalties following
a 2-2 draw, it once again exited via shootout —
this time against Khaitan, which prevailed 3-1
on penalties after a 1-1 draw at Naif Al-Dabbous
Stadium.

Khaitan’s young goalkeeper Barak Al-Enezi
emerged as the match hero, saving three penal-
ties after replacing the injured Ahmad Al-Dosari
in the second half.

Khaitan now awaits the winner of the Al-Arabi
versus Al-Sahel encounter.

Elsewhere, Al-Tadamon secured a 1-0 victory
over Jahra at Al-Sadaga and Al-Salam Stadium.
Hamed Al-Rashidi netted the decisive goal, fin-
ishing a pass from his brother Fahad just three
minutes before the end of extra time to send his
side through.

Al-Shweilan praises Al-Fatat stars, calls for
ongoing support to sustain achievements

By Suzanne Nasser
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 14: Fadila Al-
Shweilan, Chairwoman of Al-Fatat
Sports Club, expressed her pride in
the club’s players following their
success at the recent Arab Women'’s
Club Games in Sharjah. She empha-
sized that “their achievement goes
beyond rankings or titles — it rep-
resents a national message carried
with responsibility and excellence.”

Speaking to Al-Seyassah as
she welcomed the players back
at Kuwait Airport yesterday Al-
Shuweilan said: “I congratulate my
daughters on this outstanding ac-
complishment. They honored the
trust placed in them, proving that

Kuwaiti women’s sports can com-
pete and shine internationally. We
reached our goal, raised our national
flag high, and delighted our support-
ers with this triumph.”

She added that the team’s par-
ticipation reflected a deep sense of
national pride: “The players un-
derstood that representing Kuwait
comes before the club. When com-
peting abroad, they carry the flag of
Kuwait in their hearts even before
raising it above their heads.”

Al-Shuweilan called on authori-
ties to continue supporting the ath-
letes: “We hope relevant organiza-
tions recognize their achievements,
reward their efforts, and boost their
morale with ongoing support and
deserved incentives for raising Ku-

Fadila Al-Shweilan, Chairwoman
of Al-Fatat Sports Club.

wait’s name and flag in Arab and

regional competitions.”
Highlighting the importance of

local competitions, she noted: “Sus-

taining league, cup, and tournament
play is essential for producing in-
ternational success. We encourage
the Public Authority for Sports, the
Kuwait Olympic Committee, and
all federations to maintain consis-
tent local competitions, as stability
is key to preparing players who can
represent the nation at their best.”

She concluded by thanking sports
authorities for their support, par-
ticularly the Public Authority for
Sports, the Kuwait Olympic Com-
mittee, and the basketball, table
tennis, and taeckwondo federations,
for facilitating the players’ partici-
pation. “This support is invaluable
and shows everyone’s commitment
to the growth of women’s sports,”
she said.

Iglesias rescues draw for Celta Vigo at Espanyol

MADRID, Feb 14, (AP): Borja Iglesias  out.

Celta’s Ferrdn Jutgla broke the deadlock
in the 38th after being set up by right back
Javi Rueda, and Espanyol ’keeper Marko
Dmitrovic made a flying save to thwart Car-
reira after the break.

Espanyol coach Manolo Gonzélez made
a triple substitution to rejig the home team,
and it paid off when substitute Kike Garcia
equalized with a brilliant strike inside the
post.

Terrats and Dolan thought they’d engi-
neered a memorable comeback only for
Iglesias to have the final say.

Espanyol remained sixth and Celta a
point behind in seventh.

Real Madrid is hosting Real Sociedad
later and aiming for an eighth successive
league win to pressure Barcelona before the
leader’s match at Girona on Monday.

scored in stoppage time, after having an-
other seemingly good goal ruled out through
VAR, to salvage a 2-2 draw for Celta Vigo
at Espanyol in the Spanish league.

A rueful Iglesias shook his head and
smiled after having a 77th-minute goal dis-
allowed when a long check determined there
had been an offside infringement.

His frustrations grew when Ramén Ter-
rats pulled the ball back for fellow substitute
Tyrhys Dolan to score what he thought was
the winner for Espanyol in the 86th minute.

But Iglesias equalized in the third minute
of stoppage time when Pablo Duran set him
up with his heel after a good run from Sergio
Carreira.

“I think we’re doing a lot of things well,”
said Iglesias, who felt he should have been
awarded a penalty for the goal he had ruled
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Bayern’s Harry Kane scores

his side’s second goal during
the German Bundesliga soccer
match between Werder Bremen
and Bayern Munich, in Bremen,
Germany. (AP)

Strong turnout shows Kuwait’s growing health and fitness awareness: Al-dalahma

orts

Nation unites on Sheikh Jaber Br

Minister of State for Youth and Sports Affairs Dr. Tareq
Al-Jalahma inaugurates the event.

idge for Kuwait Sports Day

Photos by Rizk Taufiq

Participants led by Dr. Tareq Al-Jalahma patiently wait for the kick off.

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 14, (KUNA): The third edition of
Kuwait Sports Day kicked off on Saturday on the Sheikh
Jaber Al-Ahmad Bridge, attracting around 21,000 partici-
pants in a lively celebration of sports, health, and com-
munity engagement.

Minister of State for Youth and Sports Affairs Dr.
Tareq Al-Jalahma inaugurated the event, highlighting the
growing public interest in physical activity and an active
lifestyle across all age groups.

The day featured a variety of activities, including run-
ning, walking, and cycling races, alongside fitness chal-
lenges and recreational competitions designed for families
and children. Musical performances and entertainment
shows added a festive atmosphere to the celebration.

Organized by the Kuwait Sports for All Federation
in partnership with government and private entities, the
event was held under the patronage of the political lead-
ership and with support from official sports, youth, and
health authorities.

Kuwait Sports Day aligns with the Public Authority
for Sport’s 2022-2028 strategy, which aims to promote

sports for all, integrate physical activity into daily life,
and enhance community engagement to improve public
health and overall quality of life.

The event welcomed citizens, residents, families,
youth, children, people with disabilities, government in-
stitutions, private organizations, sports clubs, federations,
and volunteers, emphasizing inclusivity and nationwide
participation. The day concluded with participants receiv-
ing commemorative medals, earning wide praise for both
organization and sportsmanship.

Commenting on the event, Al-Jalahma said the strong
turnout reflects the community’s increasing awareness of
sports’ role in promoting health and quality of life.

Speaking after participating in the event, Al-Jalahma
noted that Kuwait Sports Day coincides with the coun-
try’s national celebrations, representing social cohesion
and solidarity. He also extended congratulations to the
political leadership on the occasion.

The minister emphasized the ministry’s commitment to
expanding and diversifying the event each year, encour-
aging all segments of society to adopt an active lifestyle.

He praised the role of government bodies, private entities,
volunteers, and participants, noting that teamwork is key
to the event’s success. Al-Jalahma expressed hope that
next year’s edition will be even more outstanding, meet-
ing the aspirations of Kuwait’s leadership and society.

The Sports Village, a highlight of Kuwait Sports Day,
created a vibrant and engaging atmosphere along the
Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Bridge, combining sports, rec-
reation, and cultural experiences for visitors.

Interactive zones, cafes, and restaurants were spread
throughout the area, offering a unique blend of activity,
leisure, and social interaction. At the heart of the village,
a traditional folkloric band performed patriotic songs that
mixed national chants with the excitement of the sporting
event, adding a cultural and heritage touch to the celebra-
tion.

The Sports Village provided a complete community ex-
perience, combining fitness, entertainment, and national
pride. A fully equipped rest area ensured families and
participants could enjoy the day comfortably and safely,
creating a festive and inclusive environment for all.

Zubidzoda: Sport is a pillar of public health and a bridge between nations

‘Active diplomatic participation in Kuwait Sports Day reflects
community partnership and aligns with national celebrations’

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 14: The Dean of the Diplomatic Corps in the State of Kuwait,
Ambassador of the Republic of Tajikistan, Dr. Zubidullo Zubidzoda, expressed his pride
in the participation of the Diplomatic Corps and accredited diplomatic missions in the
“Kuwait Sports Day” event, affirming that the strong diplomatic presence reflects the
depth of humanitarian and social partnership between the diplomatic community and
Kuwaiti society.

In a press statement issued on this occasion, Ambassador Zubidzoda noted that the
participation of the Diplomatic Corps went beyond protocol attendance, representing ac-
tive engagement in the sports activities and programs. This participation, he said, stems
from a shared belief in the importance of sport as a way of life and from a commitment to
supporting national initiatives that promote public health and quality of life.

He highlighted that what distinguished the event was its inclusive community spirit,
forming a vibrant human mosaic that brought together residents of Kuwait — citizens
and expatriates alike — in a harmonious scene that reflects the values of coexistence for
which Kuwait has long been known. He stressed that this societal harmony is deeply
rooted in Kuwait’s longstanding approach of embracing diverse nationalities and cul-
tures within a framework of mutual respect and civilizational openness.

The Dean added that sport, in such occasions, becomes a universal human language

that dissolves barriers, builds bridges of communication, and strengthens people-to-peo-
ple diplomacy alongside official diplomatic relations — giving the event dimensions that
extend well beyond athletics.

Ambassador Zubidzoda also linked the event to Kuwait’s national festive season,
noting that the alignment of community and sports activities with the celebrations of
*Independence Day* and *Liberation Day* adds a profound national and humanitarian
dimension, reflecting the security, stability, and prosperity that Kuwait enjoys under its
wise leadership.

On this occasion, he extended his highest congratulations and best wishes to His High-
ness the Amir of the State of Kuwait, Sheikh Meshal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah; His
Highness the Crown Prince, Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah; His Highness
the Prime Minister, Sheikh Ahmad Abdullah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah; as well as to the Ku-
waiti government and the Kuwaiti people, praying for the continued security, progress,
and prosperity of the State of Kuwait.

He concluded by affirming that the Diplomatic Corps will remain a supportive partner
in all initiatives that enhance human well-being and promote the values of friendship
and international cooperation, wishing Kuwait continued success in its development and
humanitarian journey.

Cycling races in progress.
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Strong diplomatic presence.

Cyclists wait for proceedings to start.
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Musical performances add a festive atmosphere to the

Strong turnout for the Kuwait Sports Day.

celebration.
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