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Opinion

OUR current economic situation is perfect-
ly captured by the popular Arabic proverb: 
“Neither the wolf dies nor the sheep per-
ishes.”

This saying aptly illustrates how two op-
posing sides can coexist, with each achiev-
ing its objectives without causing the de-
struction of the other.

Instead of supporting tenants of state-
owned properties, the Cabinet, particularly 
the Ministries of Finance and Commerce 
and Industry, has taken a counterproduc-
tive approach.

Rents have been raised, and stricter reg-
ulations enforced, especially in prominent 
commercial areas such as Mubarakiya, 
Sharq, and The Avenues.

This decision is counterproductive, as 
these markets play a vital role in driving 
local economic growth and boosting con-
sumer spending. The resulting drop in 
consumer activity has negatively impacted 
overall commercial performance.

Higher government-imposed rents in 
these areas are forcing investors to close 
their businesses, as they are unable to ab-
sorb the increased costs. Consequently, 
this leads to higher prices for consumers, 
placing additional pressure on household 
budgets and reducing purchasing power.

If this trend continues, shop owners will 
face the costly choice of either shifting 
their business focus or closing down en-
tirely, which would further deepen the eco-
nomic decline and reduce overall spending.

In light of these harmful measures 
against investors, critical questions arise - 
Is there an actual plan in place among those 
responsible to revive the economy? Is it 
still possible to reverse the damage that has 
already occurred?

Other countries tackle these challenges 
differently, often offering incentives to 
investors, such as maintaining stable rents 

for public properties.
The primary objective should not be lim-

ited to collecting fees and taxes but should 
focus on sustaining a vibrant commercial 
environment.

Such dynamic economic activity helps 
stimulate all sectors, including construc-
tion, manufacturing, agriculture, and ser-
vices.

The state ultimately benefits from this 
approach, as it prioritizes a healthy, unin-
terrupted financial cycle while simultane-
ously boosting the gross domestic product.

In these countries, the right to use state-
owned properties is granted for periods 
ranging from 49 years to 99 years, with 
options for renewal. To protect public pur-
chasing power, the associated fees remain 
stable.

Furthermore, these nations implement 
annual salary increases in line with the in-
flation rate.

This strategy aims to stimulate consumer 
spending and incentivize investors to take 
out bank loans, which are offered at lower 
interest rates.

Central banks in these countries also 
adopt a more flexible approach to loan 
collection requirements for financial in-
stitutions, especially when the collateral 
provided significantly exceeds the loan 
principal, often by two or three times.

Consumer welfare has 
its own ways and means

Kuwait brings anti-drug awareness to public

Even traces of drugs in body now a crime

500-bed hospital set to improve patient care 13 Khaitan buildings go dark
over illegal bachelor housing
KUWAIT CITY, Dec 1: The Pub-
lic Relations Department of Kuwait 
Municipality announced that field 
inspections carried out by the Engi-
neering Audit and Follow-up Depart-
ment in Farwaniya Governorate, in 
cooperation with relevant authorities, 
resulted in disconnection of electric-
ity to 13 properties in Khaitan after 
finding them illegally housing bach-
elors, despite prior warnings issued 
to the owners, reports Al-Seyassah 

daily.
The department revealed that the 

field inspections were carried out to 
monitor violations of bachelor hous-
ing regulations, ensure compliance, 
and take necessary enforcement ac-
tions against offenders, adding that 
the specialized inspection team visit-
ed all identified sites and implement-
ed appropriate legal measures to curb 
the spread of unauthorized bachelor 
accommodations.

City roofs could
grow fresh food

‘Sky Shield 2025’
opens in Kuwait

PACA enforces mandatory digital clock-in rules
By Mohammed Al-Enezi

Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Dec 1: The Public Authority for Civil Avi-
ation (PACA) has issued a new circular to all employees to 
regulate official working hours and monitor attendance and 
departures through the “Dawami” app and fingerprint scan-
ners with facial recognition.

According to informed sources, the circular permits ac-
cepting fingerprint attendance and departure records up to 

half an hour before the start of official working hours and up 
to half an hour after their end for all employees, regardless 
of job category.

The circular also emphasized that the use of facial recog-
nition in the “Dawami” app is mandatory for both morning 
shift employees and those working in other shifts.

The circular explained that employees using fingerprint 
scanners must select the “IN” setting for entry and the 

KUWAIT CITY, Dec 1: Agricul-
tural expert Mohammed Ibrahim 
Al-Furaih has called for promoting 
rooftop farming in city buildings, de-
scribing it as an innovative solution 
to enhance agricultural production 
in densely populated urban areas, re-
ports Al-Seyassah daily.

Al-Furaih explained that readily 
available spaces, such as the rooftops 
of parking garages, warehouses, and 
residential buildings, can be used to 
establish creative agricultural projects, 

KUWAIT CITY, Dec 1, (KUNA): 
Joint military exercises, named 
“Sky Shield 2025”, kick-started in 
Kuwait on Monday, with the par-
ticipation of Kuwait’s Air Defense 
Force, the Bahraini Missile Air De-
fense Force and U.S. and British 
military forces.

The drills, which are scheduled 
to run until December 10, 2025, are 
part of a series of the Kuwaiti army’s 
scheduled joint military exercises 
with sisterly and friendly countries to 
improve combat readiness, interoper-
ability, share military concepts and 
promote military cooperation, the 
Defense Ministry said in a press re-
lease.

Sabah Al-Ahmad Medical City project advances

Traditional crafts take center stage

Jahra Cultural Season ignites artistic spirit
KUWAIT CITY, Dec 1, (KUNA): 
Minister of Information and Culture 
Abdulrahman Al-Mutairi inaugurated 
Sunday the second edition of Jahra Cul-
tural Season at the historic Red Palace.

The season, organized by the Na-
tional Council for Cultural, Arts and 
Letters (NCCAL) in collaboration 
with the Jahra Governorate, will last 
until mid-February 2026.

In his inaugural speech, Minister 
Al-Mutairi, also minister of state for 
youth affairs, said this year’s edition 
coincides with Kuwait City’s cel-
ebration of being the Capital of Arab 
Culture and Media for 2025, which 
reflects Kuwait’s leading cultural and 
media standing in the Arab World 

“It also demonstrates the success 
of the special initiatives launched 
by the State of Kuwait to promote 
cultural communication, embrace 
creative thinking, and consolidate 
its role as a cultural bridge connect-
ing nations and giving creativity the 
space it deserves,” the minister said.

By Mohammed Ghanem
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Dec 1: The Ministry 
of Public Works submitted a tender 
to the State Audit Bureau on Sunday 
for the medical city project in Sabah 
Al-Ahmad Residential City for the bu-
reau’s review, audit, and approval of 
the contract.

The KD 3.281 million tender in-
volves hiring a local consulting firm 
to oversee the design, licensing, allo-
cation preparation, and documentation 
phases of the project, as well as super-
vise its eventual implementation.

It is worth noting that the ministry 

had previously obtained approval from 
the Central Agency for Public Tenders 
(CAPT) to award the tender to the fi-
nancially best offer that met the tech-
nical specifications. Based on that ap-
proval, the ministry referred the tender 
to the bureau.

This step reflects the ministry’s com-
mitment to carrying out development 
projects in accordance with legal frame-
works and established regulations.

The project is considered a major 
development initiative within the min-
istry’s plan and falls under the frame-
work of healthcare facilities being de-
veloped by the ministry.

A general hospital with a capacity 

of 500 beds will be built on an area of 
292,217/830 square meters within the 
city. The objective is to provide high-
quality healthcare services using the 
latest medical equipment and modern 
technologies for helping reduce patient 
waiting times and limiting the need for 
treatment abroad.

The project includes the main hospi-
tal building, which will house patient 
wards and all essential medical depart-
ments, along with several supporting 
facilities, including a dental services 
building, outpatient clinics, physical 
therapy and medical rehabilitation cen-
ters, and an accident and emergency 
services building.

By Munif Nayef
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Dec 1: Director of the Drug Control General 
Department Brigadier General Mohammed Qabazard stated that 
the new anti-narcotics law marks a significant advancement in 
confronting society’s most serious challenges.

He highlighted that the previous law, which was over 30 years 
old, no longer reflected current realities.

Brigadier General Qabazard declared that the new law, set to 
take effect on December 15, provides a comprehensive legisla-
tive framework with 84 articles across 13 chapters. 

These chapters cover all aspects of narcotics, including pu-
nitive, preventive, and therapeutic measures, as well as the 
regulation of medical use and monitoring of substance dis-
tribution.
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KUWAIT CITY, Dec 1: While the govern-
ment continues its efforts to deal with cases of 
forged Kuwaiti citizenship and prosecute those 
involved, it is also intensifying scrutiny over 
forged academic certificates, particularly among 
individuals holding high-ranking positions in the 
state, reports Al-Seyassah daily.

According to informed sources, the committee responsible 
for reviewing the certificates of employees in both the public 
and private sectors has decided to refer anyone found guilty 
of forgery to the Public Prosecution, following investigations 
conducted in accordance with the powers granted to it by the 
Council of Ministers.

The review of certificates has begun and will continue until the 
task is fully completed. The state will hold forgers accountable under 
the law and will recover any public funds obtained unlawfully.

The sources indicated that the issue is receiving significant atten-
tion from high-ranking government officials due to its ethical and 
legal implications, as well as the government’s commitment to pro-
tecting public funds and ensuring fairness in employment for all em-
ployees without exception.

They revealed that high-level directives have been issued to expe-
dite the review of certificates referred to the committee, while main-
taining the rigor required for a thorough examination.

The sources confirmed that the committee is prepared to handle 
dozens, and potentially hundreds, of certificates of questionable va-
lidity as soon as it receives the names of employees with suspected 
qualifications from all government agencies, ahead of the mid-De-
cember deadline.

Bogus degrees trigger 
full-scale gov’t sweep

Kuwait shakes up forged certificate network

Al-Romaithiya Post Office stands quietly at the heart of the neighborhood, a reminder of the days when Kuwait’s mail service was 
woven into daily life, from renewing PO boxes to sending letters and parcels around the world. – See Page 12

Kuwait winter roars to life Dec 6
KUWAIT CITY, Dec 1: Al-Ojairi Scientific Cen-
ter announced that the Al-Murabba’aniyah season 
will begin next Saturday, marking the official start 
of winter in Kuwait, although temperatures may not 
drop significantly during the first few days, reports 
Al-Seyassah daily.

The center explained that Al-Murabba’aniyah oc-
curs annually after the end of the Al-Wasam season 
and is typically accompanied by a gradual transition 
from warm to cold weather. 

While there may be some fluctuations in tem-

perature initially, the cold will gradually stabi-
lize.

The Al-Murabba’aniyah season lasts 39 days and 
is divided into three periods, each lasting 13 days - 
Al-Iklil, Al-Qalb, and Al-Shula.

The beginning of the season is usually the cold-
est, though the intensity varies from year to year due 
to global climatic factors. 

The center highlighted that nights grow longer 
during this period, reaching their maximum on De-
cember 21 at 13 hours and 44 minutes.

Photo by Rezk Tawfi q 
Minister of Information and Culture Abdulrahman Al-Mutairi during the open-

ing of the second edition of Jahra Cultural Season.

Ministry of Defense photo
Kuwait’s Minister of Defense Sheikh Abdullah Ali Abdullah Al-Salem Al-Sa-
bah receives Michal Cholewa, Ambassador of the Republic of Poland to the 
State of Kuwait, to discuss a range of issues of common interest, according 

to a statement issued by the Ministry of Defense on Monday.
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Fajr  ........ 05:01
Sunrise ..  06:24
Zohr .......  11:37

Asr .......... 14:30
Maghrib .. 16:49
Isha  ........ 18:11 

 Prayer Timings Expected weather for next 24 hrs:
By Day: Mild and cloudy with light 

to moderate northwesterly wind to 
light variable wind, with speeds of 
08-32 km/h with a slight chance for 
scattered light rain later on.

By Night: Rather cold to cold and 

partly cloudy with light to moderate 
southeasterly wind to light variable 
wind, with speeds of 08-28 km/h with 
a chance for scattered light rain.

Station Max Exp Min Rec
Kuwait City 29 18

Kuwait Airport 31 15
Abdaly 31 14
Bubyan 28 15
Jahra 32 18
Failaka Island 29 18
Salmiyah 25 21
Ahmadi 27 17

Weather 

‘Mayd’ price hike queried despite bounty
Auction mechanism triggers market chaos: Al-Hamdi

By Marwa Al-Bahrawi
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Dec 1: With 
the conclusion of the fishing 
season for the local fish known 
as “Mayd” in Kuwait Bay, con-
troversial developments have 
emerged regarding market ac-
tivity and prices, particularly 
following the massive influx of 
90,000 tons of locally caught 
Mayd fish during the two-
month fishing period from Oc-
tober 3 to November 30.

Hamoud Al-Hamdi, supervisor of 
Shift A at the Sharq Fish Market, ex-
plained that approximately 2 million 
tons of local and imported fish and 
shrimp were supplied during this period. 

This included 555,000 tons of local fish, 
250,000 tons of local shrimp, 850,000 
tons of imported fish, and 262,000 tons 
of imported shrimp.

Despite the unprecedented abun-
dance of Mayd 
fish in the markets, 
with daily catches 
ranging from 400 
to 1,000 baskets, 
prices increased sig-
nificantly. On peak 
fishing days, catch-
es reached 1,000 
baskets daily, with 
the highest price per 
basket reaching KD 
146.

This pricing behavior contradicts natu-
ral market rules and raises questions about 
the pricing and auction mechanisms.

Al-Hamdi predicted a slight increase in 
the price of mullet after the fi shing season 

ends, indicating that mullet is not in sea-
son for winter consumption, as its avail-
ability decreases in colder waters, and de-
mand shifts more toward its use as fi shing 
bait rather than for food.

He stressed that any price change is ex-
pected to be limited, not sharp or exces-
sive.

Al-Hamdi emphasized that the 2025 
mullet fi shing season was less a test of 
marine production and more a test of mar-
ket transparency.

He pointed out that the discrepancy 
between the large supply fi gures and the 
price fl uctuations indicates that the prob-
lem lies not with the sea but with the auc-
tion system.

Al-Hamdi questioned whether Ku-
wait has reached a critical point in 
adopting mandatory electronic pay-
ments within fish auctions to ensure a 
fair, organized market free from price 
distortions.

Al-Hamdi explained that the main 

reason behind the high price of mullet 
lies in the auction system, particularly 
credit sales, which allow stalls, restau-
rants, and companies to purchase large 
quantities and defer immediate pay-
ment. This practice injects artificial li-
quidity into the auction, driving price 
increases unrelated to actual purchas-
ing power, causing prices to deviate 
from consumer logic, creating unjusti-
fied market fluctuations, and obscuring 
the true value of the commodity.

Radical solutions to the pricing prob-
lem include, in addition to prohibiting 
credit sales, a complete shift to digital 
payments using K-Net.

Al-Hamdi highlighted the advantages 
of this approach, including transparent 
sales, the elimination of inflated and 
unrealistic prices, real-time electronic 
documentation, auction regulation, re-
shaping buyer behavior, and setting 
prices based solely on actual purchas-
ing power.

Al-Seyassah photo
A basket of ‘mayd’ (mullet) fish sells for KD140 at the 

auction.

 Al-Hamdi

KD220m spent on social welfare system: Dr Al-Ajmi

Kuwait aids 40,000 families, 4,000 elderly monthly
By Fares Ghalib

Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Dec 1: Undersec-
retary of the Ministry of Social Af-
fairs Dr. Khaled Al-Ajmi affi rmed 
that Kuwait’s social welfare system 
refl ects the state’s direct commit-
ment to protecting families and en-
suring a minimum standard of living 
for eligible individuals.

Speaking at the workshop “Cate-
gories of Social Welfare in Kuwait: 
Current Challenges and Future Vi-
sion,” organized by the Union of 
Kuwait Charitable Societies and 
Foundations, Dr. Al-Ajmi revealed 
that social assistance for family care 
benefi ts approximately 40,000 cases 
every month, with an annual total 
exceeding KD 220 million.

He noted that the scope of care 
also includes the elderly, whom so-
ciety holds in the highest esteem, de-
scribing them as wearing “a crown 
of appreciation and respect”, adding 
that more than 4,000 elderly ben-
efi ciaries receive services monthly 
through an integrated system dedi-
cated to serving their needs.

Dr. Al-Ajmi revealed that the 

ministry gives special attention to 
juvenile delinquents through spe-
cialized programs designed to rein-
tegrate them into society and help 
them build stable lives.

He stressed that care is also ex-
tended to children in foster care, 
including those of unknown parent-
age or in similar circumstances, to-
taling more than 817 boys and girls 
in foster and residential care facili-
ties, emphasizing that their care is 

a “legal, humanitarian, and national 
responsibility that cannot be post-
poned or neglected.”

Dr. Al-Ajmi explained that, as 
part of efforts to enhance support, 
the ministry established the Central 
Assistance System, which is a mod-
ern mechanism aimed at expand-
ing services and ensuring support 
reaches those most in need effi cient-
ly. Since its inception, the system 
has received 70,950 applications, all 

of which were reviewed according 
to regulations, with 16,375 applica-
tions meeting eligibility criteria and 
subsequently approved.

He revealed that the total amount 
disbursed through the system to eli-
gible benefi ciaries has reached ap-
proximately KD 30 million, which 
refl ects its effectiveness in accurate-
ly allocating resources and address-
ing urgent social needs in line with 
established rules and regulations.

Dr. Al-Ajmi stressed that the suc-
cess of the Central Assistance Sys-
tem relies not only on the ministry’s 
efforts but also on the combined 
contributions of government bodies 
and the community.

He urged all charitable societ-
ies and foundations to support the 
system, enhance its resources, and 
expand their participation to reach 
the maximum number of eligible 
benefi ciaries.

Dr. Al-Ajmi highlighted that sup-
porting the system is more than a con-
tribution; it is an investment in family 
stability, the protection of the social 
fabric, and the reinforcement of the 
values of solidarity that have shaped 
Kuwait since its founding.

Photo by Samer Shaqair
Undersecretary of the Ministry of Social Affairs Dr. Khaled Al-Ajmi 
(center) during the Union of Kuwait Charitable Societies and Founda-

tions conference.

 KUNA photo
Kuwait Ambassador to Indonesia Khaled Al-Yaseen 
presents a memento to the  Indonesian Minister of 

Manpower Yassierli.

Labor discussed
Kuwait Ambassador to Indonesia Khaled Al-Yaseen 
met with Indonesian Minister of Manpower Yassierli on 
Monday to discuss ways of promoting cooperation in 
the labor sector and vocational training.

They discussed the needs of the labor market in the 
State of Kuwait as well cooperation in the field of ca-
pacity building, according to a statement from Kuwait 
Embassy in Jakarta. (KUNA)

60 years of ties celebrated

New Canada envoy vows to 
broaden bonds with Kuwait

By Fares Ghaleb
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Dec 1: The Canadian Em-
bassy in Kuwait held a special reception for the 
graduates of Canadian universities, with Assis-
tant Foreign Affairs Minister for the Americas 
Minister Plenipotentiary 
Nawaf Al-Ahmad in at-
tendance.

The event is one of 
the highlights of cel-
ebrations marking 60 
years of diplomatic 
relations between the 
two countries.

In her address to the 
attendees, Ambassador 
of Canada to Kuwait 
Tara Scheurwater ex-
pressed her happiness 
over the event, indicating it happened just one 
day after she presented her credentials to His 
Highness the Amir Sheikh Meshal Al-Ahmad 
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. She affi rmed her pride in 
starting her diplomatic mission in Kuwait at 
this historic juncture for bilateral relations.

Scheurwater revealed she aspires to pro-
pel Canadian-Kuwaiti relations to broader 
horizons, pointing out that her relationship 
with Kuwait “has now taken an offi cial di-
mension, after being an unoffi cial ambas-
sador in our previous meeting.” She em-
phasized that this year marks six decades of 
diplomatic relations between the two coun-
tries, praising the solid foundation laid by 
previous ambassadors and the positive im-
age many Kuwaitis hold of Canada.

She said “Canada is no longer just a country 
with a cold climate compared to Kuwait and 

boasts stunning natural beauty, as it is now 
a hub for innovation and modern technol-
ogy.  Our bilateral relations have signifi cant 
potential, particularly in the fi elds of artifi cial 
intelligence, cybersecurity and innovative 
technologies.  Oil cooperation between the two 
countries has been ongoing for years.  Many 
Kuwaitis have undergone treatment in hospi-
tals endorsed by Canadian accreditation bodies 
or doctors who studied and trained in Canada.”

She stated that the embassy is keen on 
strengthening cooperation in defense and se-
curity, and to build new partnerships in sectors 
that might not immediately come to mind when 
discussing Canada. “We know that Canada and 
Kuwait have capabilities.  Together, we can 
work even harder,” she asserted. 

On her priorities during her tenure in Ku-
wait, she intends to focus on defense and se-
curity, education, and innovative technology, 
particularly cybersecurity and artifi cial intelli-
gence, while affi rming the promising opportu-
nities for mutual growth in these sectors.

Regarding trade between the two coun-
tries, she disclosed that the new Canadian 
Prime Minister set a challenge to double the 
volume of trade with Kuwait in the coming 
years, adding, “I do not know if it is entirely 
possible, but I will work hard to achieve it.” 
She confi rmed the major opportunities in the 
defense and security, innovation, and health 
technology sectors, pointing out that Ku-
waiti investments in Canada are substantial.  
“We also have Canadian investments in Ku-
wait that many are unaware of,” she added.

During the event, Scheurwater met with 
a group of graduates from Canadian univer-
sities in Kuwait and praised their vital role 
in the health, fi nance, engineering, energy, 
education, arts and government sectors. 

Scheurwater  

Amir offers condolences to
Indonesia over flood victims
KUWAIT, Dec 1, (KUNA): His 
Highness the Amir Sheikh Meshal 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah sent on 
Monday a cable to President of Indo-
nesia Prabowo Subianto, expressing 
condolences over the tragic loss of 
life and widespread damage to prop-
erty caused by fl oods and landslides 
in Sumatra Island and several other 
areas in Indonesia. His Highness the 
Amir expressed sincere condolences 
over fatalities, wished speedy recov-
ery for the injured and for Indonesia 
to overcome the repercussions of this 
natural disaster. 

His Highness the Crown Prince 
Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad 
Al-Sabah sent on Monday a cable of 

condolences to President of Indone-
sia Prabowo Subianto over the trag-
ic loss of life and widespread dam-
age to property caused by floods 
and landslides in Sumatra Island 
and several other areas in Indone-
sia. His Highness the Crown Prince 
expressed his condolences over the 
victims and wished speedy recovery 
for the injured. 

His Highness the Prime Minister 
Sheikh Ahmad Abdullah Al-Ahmad 
Al-Sabah sent on Monday a cable 
to President of Indonesia Prabowo 
Subianto, expressing condolences 
over the victims of fl oods and land-
slides in Sumatra Island.

– See Also Page 7
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The strange & wonderful
things about Switzerland

By Ahmad alsarraf

THERE is an English proverb: “No 
news is good news.”

When we don’t hear from relatives or 
friends for a long time, it often means 
they are doing well. If there were prob-
lems or tragedies, 
we would have 
heard about them.

This proverb 
can also apply to 
certain countries 
about which we 
rarely hear any-
thing. Switzerland 
is perhaps the best 
example, despite 
being in the heart 
of Europe, which 
is a region that 
has been a center of turmoil since the 
Middle Ages.

Accidents are few, and disasters are 
rare in Switzerland. The country experi-
ences little labor or political unrest, and 
its streets are unaccustomed to demon-
strations. The world pays little atten-
tion to its elections, political parties, or 
even who its president is and the driving 
forces behind its policies. In this sense, 
Switzerland is one of the most mysteri-
ous countries in the world.

Despite its reputation for transpar-
ency, the bankruptcy of Credit Suisse 
a year ago surprised many, especially 
after its acquisition by UBS, a smaller 
competitor. This move aimed to prevent 
turmoil in the global banking sector and 
save the bank, which was founded 167 
years ago and is one of the world’s larg-
est wealth managers.

One of the most fascinating aspects 
of Switzerland’s history is its long-
standing neutrality, which began after 
the Battle of Marignano in September 
1515. The Old Swiss Confederation 
suffered defeat in the battle and sub-
sequently signed a peace treaty with 
France in November 1516. Before this, 
the Swiss Confederation had followed 
an expansionist policy.

The world offi cially recognized Swit-
zerland’s neutrality at the Congress of 
Vienna in 1815, when the Great Powers 
affi rmed its permanent neutrality and in-
corporated it into their offi cial policies. 
This marked the fi rst formal recognition 
of neutrality in Europe. International 
acknowledgment of Swiss neutrality 
was later reaffi rmed in the Treaty of 
Versailles in 1919, and the League of 
Nations, based in Geneva, offi cially rec-
ognized it in 1920.

Unlike the neutrality of other coun-
tries, such as Austria in 1955, Finland 
and Ireland in 1922, Liechtenstein in 
1868, Sweden in 1834, or Malta and 
Costa Rica in 1949, Swiss neutrality is 
unique in being supported by three in-
ternational agreements.

Switzerland’s neutrality stems from 
its status as a repository of national 

wealth, a safe haven for the fortunes 
of powerful fi nancial and political fi g-
ures, and even notorious criminals. Its 
neutrality goes beyond reliance on guar-
antees from major powers; it is deeply 
embedded in national culture based on 
defensive armament and national unity. 
This makes Switzerland a rare and suc-
cessful model in modern history.

Switzerland does everything in its 
power to maintain its neutrality, even 
amid numerous international crises.

For many, Switzerland remains like 
Ali Baba’s cave. The country is known 
for its strict and sometimes formidable 
security measures, as well as its power-
ful intelligence agencies, which protect 
and conceal its little-known sources of 
wealth.

The recognition of Swiss neutral-
ity was far from accidental. Those who 
signed the agreements could not have 
foreseen the true implications of that 
neutrality until Europe’s major wars 
unfolded. Over time, much of the stolen 
artifacts, artworks, gold, jewelry, mon-
ey, and sensitive documents ended up 
secured in the deep underground vaults 
of Swiss banks.

Credit for establishing Switzerland as 
a neutral state in the modern era belongs 
to several infl uential fi gures across 
many important periods and historical 
events.

In the modern era, the Congress of 
Vienna in 1815 played a decisive role in 
establishing Swiss neutrality. The major 
European powers imposed neutrality on 
Switzerland as part of the international 
arrangements following the Napole-
onic Wars, aiming to isolate France and 
maintain a balance of power in Europe.

Swiss fi gures, such as Federal Chan-
cellor Arthur Hoffmann, also contrib-
uted to strengthening this position.

The First and Second World Wars 
further solidifi ed Switzerland’s policy 
of armed neutrality. The country mobi-
lized half a million soldiers to defend its 
neutrality, and demonstrated its readi-
ness to protect itself against any aggres-
sion.

International organizations based in 
Switzerland, such as the International 
Committee of the Red Cross and the 
League of Nations, reinforced the coun-
try’s neutral status on the global stage.

Swiss neutrality, therefore, is the re-
sult of both international political bal-
ances and the infl uential role of Swiss 
diplomats and local leaders throughout 
modern history. It is said that several 
wealthy families, including the Roths-
childs, supported the establishment of 
this neutrality to protect their fortunes.

As a result, Switzerland has long 
been regarded by both friends and foes 
as a safe haven for wealth, or more ac-
curately, for the money many of them 
stole. 

❑     ❑     ❑

email: a.alsarraf@alqabas.com.kw

alsarraf

MoE to verify degrees 
of top job employees

KUWAIT CITY, Dec 1: The Civil Service Com-
mission (CSC) has called on supervisory staff at the 
Ministry of Education who obtained academic de-
grees from abroad to have their academic qualifi ca-
tions validated by the Ministry of Higher Education, 
reports Al-Anba daily. 

The daily obtained a copy of the letter ad-
dressed to the Undersecretary of the Ministry of 
Education, in which the Commission provided a 
list of names of ministry employees in superviso-
ry positions whose academic qualifications could 
not be found to have been validated after review 
by the Ministry of Higher Education . The Com-
mission stressed the need to notify the employees 
on the list that they must submit an application 
for academic qualification equivalency from the 
Ministry of Higher Education within a maximum 
period of one month.

Meanwhile, the Ministry of Education set the 
closing date for transfers between schools and edu-
cational districts for secondary school students at 
the end of the workday on Sunday.

Sources said the decision was taken as a suffi cient 
period was given to parents and students to submit 
transfer requests, stressing that the goal of setting 
this date is to ensure the stability of students in their 
schools and the completion of the study plan with-
out any disruption that may result from late transfers 
between educational institutions.

Amiri decree renews mandate
of CARIRS for two more years

KUWAIT CITY, Dec 1, (KUNA): The 
Amiri Decree No. 222 (2025) was is-
sued on Monday to renew the mandate 
of the Central Agency for Remedying 
Illegal Residents Status (CARIRS) for 
two years as from November 9, 2025.

The Decree reads as follows;
After reviewing the Amiri Directive 

of May 10, 2024, the Amiri Decree-Law 
No. 467 (2010) founding the Agency, 
and the Decree-Law No. 208 (2023) re-
newing the mandate of the Agency,

And based on the presentation of the 
Prime Minister and the agreement of the 
Cabinet, 

We decided to;

Article 1;
Renew the mandate of the Central 

Agency for Remedying Illegal Resi-
dents Status for two years as from No-
vember 9, 2025.

Article 2; the competent ministers en-
force this Decree and it be published in 
the offi cial gazette.

The Amir of Kuwait
Sheikh Meshal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber 

Al-Sabah
The Prime Minister 
Ahmad Abdullah Al-Ahmad Al-

Sabah
Al-Seif Palace
November 30, 2025
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“WHAT is happening in coopera-
tive societies? I went into one not 
too long ago, and felt a bit tired, 
but there was no chair to sit on. So 
I went to the offi ce of the manager, 
who is not Kuwaiti, and said, “You 
used to have a comfortable sofa and 
two metal chairs next to the eleva-
tor. Why did you remove them and 
put up boxes of tissues? Didn’t you 
think about a tired woman or an el-
derly person who just wants to sit 
for a moment?” The manager didn’t 
listen,” columnist Ahmad Al-Da-
was wrote for Al-Seyassah daily.

“A few days later, annoyed, I re-
turned to his offi ce and reminded 
him, “Please put a chair for us to 
sit on. Why 
remove the 
sofa and put up 
those boxes?” 
The manager 
ignored us 
again. Dear 
Ministry of 
Social Affairs, 
please fi re this 
person and oth-
ers like him! 
Appoint a Ku-
waiti who loves his country as man-
ager. If a Kuwaiti were in another 
Arab country, he would be thrown 
out of the shop. One cannot imagine 
a Kuwaiti ever getting a job in an 
Arab country without being humili-
ated or mistreated. Yet here in Ku-
wait, Arabs are treated with respect 
and dignity. It is easy for them to 
fi nd work, and they don’t even pay 
taxes.

“Another problem in this cooper-
ative society is that the water bottles 
were moved to the back of the store, 
a distance that felt like half a kilom-
eter. I was extremely annoyed and 
went to the manager, saying, “Place 
the water bottles at the entrance of 
the store. In the hot summer, people 
are thirsty and want to drink water, 
not walk half a kilometer inside.” I 
repeated this twice, and they even-
tually brought the water forward. 
However, they still didn’t provide a 
chair for the elderly. The goods and 
items inside the cooperative society 
should be arranged in an organized 
manner, as studies recommend. For 
example, bread should be placed 
to the right of the customer as they 
enter, along with newspapers, and 
children’s chocolates should be on a 
lower shelf.

‘’A few days ago, I went to this 
cooperative society and felt tired. 
Where could I sit? I wished I could 
even sit on a plastic chair, but there 
wasn’t one. While shopping down-
stairs, I tried to rest, but there was 
nowhere to go. Should I have gone 
to the bank next door to sit, or to the 
cooperative society’s clinic since it 
has chairs? There is a clear lack of 
empathy and responsibility. Finan-
cial irregularities and embezzlement 
are also evident in some cooperative 
societies and are referred to the rel-
evant authorities. In one cooperative 
society, there is a shop which has 
“Butchery” written on its storefront, 
which is incorrect. In Kuwait, we 
have always used proper Arabic, 
and the correct term is “Butcher.”

“We hope that every consumer 
cooperative society will allocate 
space for a small café inside, to 
complement its operations and serve 
consumers more effectively.”

Also:
“In a world where commercial 

and civil transactions between indi-
viduals and companies are rapidly 
increasing, contracts have become 
an essential legal tool for regulating 
relationships and ensuring the rights 
and obligations of all parties,” Ku-
waiti writer Lawyer Sarah Al-Jas-
sem wrote for Al-Seyassah daily.

“Despite this, some people still 
rely on verbal trust to form com-
mitments and agreements, which 
exposes them to disputes, whether 
personal or commercial, that may 
eventually lead to court and cause 
avoidable losses. A contract protects 
the rights and obligations of the par-
ties involved, serving as the legal 
document upon which any future 
claim can be based. The aggrieved 
party cannot depend on verbal 
agreements or good faith, both of 
which are diffi cult to prove if either 
party fails to meet their obligations.

“Entering into a contract does not 
imply a lack of trust; rather, it is a 
way to safeguard rights and preserve 
relationships from potential disputes. 
Ultimately, a contract acts as a safety 
valve for regulating civil relation-
ships and commercial partnerships.

“Commercial relationships, as de-
fi ned by civil and commercial law, 
whether between partners within a 
company, between companies and 
their suppliers or customers, or with 
banks and fi nancial institutions, are 
among the most complex in terms of 
details and conditions. This is par-
ticularly evident in matters of com-
pany management, profi t distribu-
tion, loss sharing, and the allocation 

of profi ts to shareholders or board 
members.

“The specifi cs vary depending 
on the company’s legal structure, 
whether it is a limited liability com-
pany, a holding company, a joint-
stock company, a partnership, or 
another entity as defi ned by com-
mercial law. Each type of company 
has a distinct contractual framework 
dictated by the laws applicable to its 
legal structure. This underscores the 
importance of contracts that govern 
management rights and signing au-
thority, protecting the rights of part-
ners and shareholders, whether in a 
family business or other corporate 
entities, against potential disputes 
arising from mismanagement, con-
fl icts of interest, decision-making, 
or the determination of each part-
ner’s share of capital and profi ts.

“Contracts help prevent partner-
ships from collapsing due to bank-
ruptcy, liquidation, or other proce-
dures related to the winding up of a 
company’s operations. They estab-
lish a clear framework that all par-
ties must follow, providing inves-
tors and stakeholders with a sense of 
security and reinforcing trust in the 
business environment.

“Contracts also facilitate fi nanc-
ing for joint ventures by serving as 
a legally binding framework that 
defi nes rights and obligations. In 
today’s world, trust alone cannot re-
place contracts, as the law protects 
what can be proven, not intentions. 
A contract is the legal document that 
ensures the continuity of rights and 
should always be drafted by quali-
fi ed legal professionals.”

❑    ❑     ❑

“The Jabriya Football Tourna-
ment is more than just a sporting 
event; it refl ects the political leader-
ship’s closeness to the ruling fam-
ily and the citizens, as well as its 
commitment to enhancing harmony 
and camaraderie,” columnist Sheikh 
Engineer Fahad Dawood Al-Sabah 
wrote for Al-Seyassah daily.

“Therefore, the patronage of His 
Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh 
Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Sabah for the 
tournament in its second year had 
a signifi cant impact on the players 
of the participating teams. It served 
as a strong motivation for them to 
continue supporting Kuwaiti sports. 
The contributions of Sheikh Fahad 
Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah in host-
ing the tournament, along with the 
excellent reception and organization 
provided by His Excellency Sheikh 
Nasser Fahad Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-
Sabah, played a major role in its 
success. Recognizing sports as a 
vital driver of national progress, the 
wise leadership promotes them as 
part of its commitment to enhancing 
social harmony, discovering talent, 
and encouraging active participation 
from both the ruling family and citi-
zens in community activities.

“At Jabriya Stadium, the competi-
tion was not just about winning but 

it was about 
s p r e a d i n g 
friendship and 
unity among 
the people of 
the nation. 
This event is 
not merely a 
sporting occa-
sion, but it is 
a celebration 
of sportsman-

ship, a platform for nurturing talent, 
and an opportunity to strengthen 
cooperation among all participants. 
We witnessed that His Highness 
the Crown Prince’s patronage of 
the tournament inspired a profound 
sense of pride among the people of 
Kuwait, who came together to make 
it a meaningful occasion that refl ects 
their commitment to the nation.

“The organization of the event 
by Sheikh Fahad Jaber Al-Ahmad 
stands as a clear testament to his 
active social engagement and his 
dedication to promoting commu-
nity spirit. Many talents remain un-
discovered and need to be brought 
to light. This is why Sheikh Fahad 
Jaber Al-Ahmad willingly em-
braced this responsibility, believing 
it is the duty of every citizen to help 
uncover latent potential and enhance 
the nation’s capabilities in all fi elds. 
Undoubtedly, Sheikh Nasser Fahad 
Jaber Al-Ahmad played a major role 
in the organization, reception, and 
hospitality. These efforts deserve 
full recognition. I pray for suc-
cess for all who contributed to the 
achievement of this sporting event, 
especially Sheikh Fahad Jaber Al-
Ahmad Al-Sabah and Sheikh Nasser 
Fahad Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah.

“The exceptional organization of 
the 2025 Jabriya Football Champi-
onship is a source of pride for all 
Kuwaitis and refl ects the spirit of 
brotherhood and unity among the 
people of the nation.”

— Compiled by Simi K. Kutty

Ahmad Al-Dawas

A DIGEST OF PUBLIC OPINION

diwaniya

What is happening in
cooperative societies?

 Al-Sabah

Probe launched in co-ops extortion
of workers, human peddling cases

Team set up to intensify check on phenomenon

KUWAIT CITY, Dec 1, 
(KUNA): Deputy Chair-
person of the National 
Permanent Committee 
for Combating Traffi ck-
ing in Persons and Smug-
gling of Migrants, and 
Acting Undersecretary 
of the Ministry of Jus-
tice, Awatif Al-Sanad, 
said forming a specialized 
team to combat human 
traffi cking and migrant 
smuggling represents a 
pivotal step that enhances 
coordination among con-
cerned authorities and 
strengthens national ef-
forts in this fi eld.

In remarks to KUNA on Mon-
day, Al-Sanad noted that the 
mechanisms outlined in the deci-
sion align with the objectives of 

the national strategy, particularly 
those related to enhancing coop-
eration and upgrading the capaci-
ties of authorities tasked with 
combating human traffi cking.

She affirmed the committee’s 

continued support for the relevant 
entities, calling for the expansion 
of specialized task forces within 
these bodies to enhance the State’s 
effectiveness in addressing human 
trafficking cases and protecting 

victims.
On Sunday, Public Prosecutor 

Counselor Saad Al-Safran issued a 
decision establishing a specialized 
team within the Public Prosecution 
dedicated to combating crimes of 
trafficking in persons and smug-
gling of migrants, in implementa-
tion of the National Strategy for 
Preventing Trafficking in Persons 
and Smuggling of Migrants and in 
reinforcement of Kuwait’s com-
mitment to relevant international 
and regional standards.

The Public Prosecution had stat-
ed last Tuesday that it had begun 
investigations into nine cases con-
nected to human trafficking and 
money laundering. The cases in-
volve the exploitation of the needs 
and vulnerable humanitarian and 
financial circumstances of coop-
erative society handling workers, 
who were allegedly forced to pay 
daily illicit fees in return for being 
allowed to perform their duties, 
while being deprived of their le-
gally guaranteed rights.

EPA fi nes illegal camp owners

Revenge case against ex-wife
by man thrown out by court

By Jaber Al-Hamoud
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Dec 1: The Public 
Prosecution has decided to dismiss the 
charges of public defamation and domes-
tic violence in the case fi led by a man 
against his ex-wife, who has custody of 
their children.

The Public Prosecution emphasized that 
some domestic violence cases are being 
exploited by certain individuals despite the 
clear absence of the elements of a crime.

The victim’s defense counsel Lawyer 
Hawra Al-Habib stated that she attended 
the investigations and confi rmed that the 
complaint was intended to harm her client 
after she won custody and alimony cases, 
in addition to other malicious claims such 
as child neglect.

Lawyer Al-Habib questioned the mind-
set of those who view the court as a fi eld 
for achieving personal victories rather 
than obtaining legal rights.

She also noted that the Public Prosecu-
tion’s decision included a warning against 
the misuse of the right to fi le a report or 
complaint without valid grounds.

❑    ❑     ❑

EPA issues citations: The Environment 
Public Authority (EPA) recently conduct-
ed inspection tours of campsites in south-
ern Kuwait in cooperation with Kuwait 
Municipality, which resulted in the issu-
ance of citations for fi ve environmental 
violations under Articles 40 and 41 of the 
Environmental Protection Law, reports 
Al-Seyassah daily.

In an offi cial statement, EPA affi rmed 
the importance of camping only in des-

ignated areas and obtaining the necessary 
permits to avoid environmental violations 
and protect the environment.

It urged the public to visit its website to 
review Environmental Protection Law No. 
42/2014, amended by Law No. 99/2015.

❑    ❑     ❑

Man wins divorce: The Family Court of 
Appeals has granted a divorce to a Ku-
waiti man after confi rming that his wife 
was responsible for the breakdown of the 
marriage and the harm suffered by him. 
The court ordered her to return the dowry, 
the value of the engagement jewelry, and 
all other gifts, in addition to forfeiting all 
her rights related to the divorce.

The ruling followed the wife leaving the 
marital home without a legitimate reason.

Lawyer Fatima Al-Shatti, who repre-
sented the Kuwaiti man, explained that al-
though the marriage was brief, the couple 
did not have any conjugal relations due to 
the wife’s refusal. Disagreements escalat-
ed quickly, with the wife feigning mental 
illness, making strange noises, insulting 
her husband, and ultimately leaving the 
house despite his requests to return.

Lawyer Al-Shatti told the court that 
her client had fulfi lled all legal and re-
ligious obligations and provided a suit-
able residence, yet the wife continued to 
refuse him without justifi cation, adding 
that her behavior caused signifi cant harm 
and made it impossible for the marriage 
to continue.

After reviewing the evidence and hear-
ing witnesses, the court concluded that 
the wife was responsible for the break-
down of the marriage and the harm suf-
fered by her husband.

SJC backs Arab move
in law, justice fi elds
KUWAIT CITY, Dec 1: The Supreme Judicial Coun-
cil (SJC) announced the nomination of Judge Dr. 
Nayef Al-Mutairi, Deputy Head of the Court of Ap-
peals, as a member of the new term of the Administra-
tive Court of the Arab League, reports Al-Seyassah 
daily.

The nomination refl ects the Supreme Judicial Coun-
cil’s commitment to supporting joint Arab initiatives 
in the fi elds of law and justice.

In a press release issued on Sunday, the Supreme 
Judicial Council stated that the nomination was made 
pursuant to its Resolution No. 30/2025 to maintain 

Kuwait’s long-standing mem-
bership in the court, which is 
one of the specialized judicial 
bodies affi liated with the Arab 
League.

The council reaffi rmed its 
commitment to supporting joint 
Arab initiatives in the fi elds of 
law and justice, particularly the 
Arab League’s efforts to develop 
its legal and judicial infrastruc-
ture and enhance the legitimacy 
of decisions issued by its admin-

istrative bodies, in line with modern developments in 
comparative legal systems.

It expressed its hope that this nomination will serve 
as a valuable contribution to Kuwait’s pioneering ef-
forts in this fi eld and strengthen joint judicial coopera-
tion in facilitating the exchange of legal and judicial 
expertise among member states.

❑    ❑     ❑

Homes lottery: The Women’s Housing Committee 
at the Public Authority for Housing Welfare (PAHW) 
announced a lottery for rental housing units for Ku-
waiti women who submitted applications in 2001 or 
earlier, updated their information, and received noti-
fi cations via the Sahel app, reports Al-Seyassah daily.

The committee stated that the lottery will be held 
on Tuesday, December 2, at 10:00 AM at the Abbas 
Marafi  Theater in the PAHW headquarters. 

It emphasized that applicants must attend in person 
to complete the lottery procedures.

KUWAIT CITY, Dec 1: Jahra detectives have opened 
an investigation into the death of a domestic worker 
who reportedly jumped from the roof of her employ-
ers’ house in Qairawan and landed inside a neighbor’s 
home. The Deputy Public Prosecutor has ordered the 
case to be registered as a suspected homicide, reports 
Al-Anba daily.

According to security sources, the Ministry of In-
terior received a report of a domestic worker who fell 
from a height into a house. Security patrols and emer-
gency medical teams were immediately dispatched to 
the scene, where the worker was found dead from se-
vere injuries sustained in the fall. The body was trans-
ferred to the Forensic Medicine Department.

Authorities collected statements and examined the 
scene to determine the circumstances of the incident 
and complete the necessary legal procedures.

KUWAIT CITY, Dec 1: Two African expatriates with mul-
tiple stab wounds have been admitted to Jahra Hospital, 
prompting a police investigation, reports Al-Anba daily.

According to a security source, Jahra Hospital received 
an unidentified African individual who had been left at the 
emergency room entrance by unknown assailants before 
fleeing. The victim suffered a deep neck laceration, severe 
bleeding, and multiple stab wounds to his back, requiring 
immediate admission to intensive care.

Minutes later, another African expatriate arrived at the 
hospital, brought in by a bystander. He sustained lacerations 
to the head and gums during an altercation.

Security authorities are carrying out investigations to 
identify those involved, determine the circumstances of the 
incident, and take the necessary legal measures.

In a separate incident, the Ministry of Interior launched 
an investigation into the attempted stabbing of an expatriate 
in Al-Qasr.

According to a security source, officers at Jahra Hospital 
security checkpoint received a report two days ago about 
the arrival of an injured man of Asian nationality. Security 
personnel visited the intensive care unit to assess his condi-
tion. The victim, identified as an Indian national, stated in 
his initial report that he had been assaulted and narrowly 
escaped having his throat slit by some individuals whom 
he knew.

Legal procedures are underway, and investigations con-
tinue to determine the circumstances of the incident and ap-
prehend the perpetrators.

Foul play suspected
in worker’s demise

Police probe stabbing
of two African expats

KUNA photo
 Awatif Al-Sanad

Dr. Al-Mutairi
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Zakat key tool for 
growth: Al-Wasmi

90% of consultant tender completed

KIA appoints new board of directors for TEC

Move aims to measure tangible results

Islamic education tops excess numbers

Info Ministry launches media tender
KUWAIT CITY, Dec 1: The Ministry of 
Information floated a tender -- domestic and 
international -- for contracting with a me-
dia partner in the Arab Republic of Egypt 
in accordance with the terms and technical 
specifications outlined in the tender docu-
ments, reports Al-Jarida daily.

The tender documents are available for 
purchase on the website of the ministry 
starting Sunday, for a non-refundable fee 
of KD50.

Bids must be submitted to the Procure-
ment Department at the ministry in sealed 
envelopes, accompanied by a bid bond 
equal to two percent of the bid value. The 
bid bond must be valid for the entire ten-
der period (90 days), and the tender number 
must be clearly written outside the enve-
lope. The bidder’s name or any identifying 
information must not be written on the en-
velope. The deadline for submitting bids is 
at 1:00 pm on Dec 18, 2025.

CSC to submit achievement
weekly report to PM’s office

MoE halts admissions in 8 teaching 
majors amid 20,000 teacher surplus

KUWAIT CITY, Dec 1: In line with the deci-
sion of the Cabinet, the Civil Service Com-
mission (CSC) said its achievements report 
will be finalized on Monday and submitted 
on Wednesday, reports Al-Anba daily.

In a decision that is considered the cor-
nerstone for supporting the management 
and governance system through reliance on 
the results of tangible, measurable and veri-
fiable achievement reports, with the aim of 
monitoring the evaluation process and mak-
ing decisions in view of Kuwait Vision 2035 
and modernize and expedite the delivery of 
services to citizens, the daily obtained infor-
mation that Deputy Prime Minister and Min-
ister of State for Cabinet Affairs, and acting 
Chairman of the CSC Sharida Al-Maousherji 
sent an official letter to CSC Chairman Dr. 
Essam Al-Rubaian, requesting that the Office 
of His Highness the Prime Minister be pro-
vided with a weekly report on the achieve-
ments of the CSC.

Sources said the request of the minister is 
in accordance with the Cabinet decision re-
quiring minister to provide the Office of His 
Highness the Prime Minister with reports on 
the achievements of their ministries and af-
filiated entities on Wednesdays.

Sources added that, in response to directives 
issued by Al-Maousherji, various departments 
in the CSC immediately started taking steps to 

finalize and prepare the reports.
Sources explained that these steps include 

establishing a precise mechanism for prepar-
ing a detailed weekly report, which will be 
submitted to the Office of the CSC Chairman 
every Monday. Sources disclosed this report 
will include the achievements of each depart-
ment individually.

Sources stated that the Office will prepare 
a comprehensive report covering the achieve-
ments of all departments, which will be 
submitted to the Office of His Highness the 
Prime Minister every Wednesday, thereby, 
ensuring accurate and continuous monitoring 
of performance.

Sources pointed out that the report of the 
CSC is based on numerical data and measur-
able performance indicators. They asserted it 
will not just be theoretical as it will be linked 
to the official objectives, tasks and mandates 
of CSC, as well as its original role as outlined 
in its founding law and regulations.

Sources added that the CSC officials will 
ensure that evidence and links that can be re-
ferred to are attached to every achievement 
report, indicating there is no harm in men-
tioning the challenges, obstacles and sugges-
tions for more achievements impartially, so 
that the greater goal is achieved, which is to 
improve the performance to contribute to the 
realization of Kuwait Vision 2035.

KUWAIT CITY, Dec 1: The Ministry of 
Education continues its efforts to enhance 
employment efficiency and ensure a fair 
and balanced distribution of teaching staff 
to achieve quality and sustainability in the 
educational process, as part of its broader 
efforts to optimize educational outcomes 
and align them with labor market needs, re-
ports Al-Rai daily quoting sources.

Sources said the ministry asked Kuwait 
University and the Public Authority for Ap-
plied Education and Training (PAAET) to 
suspend student admissions in eight edu-
cational specializations. This request was 
made after the number of students in these 
specializations reached levels exceeding 
actual needs, resulting from a significant 
increase in graduates from the colleges of 
Education and Basic Education over the 
past years.

Sources stated that the ministry contacted 
the two academic institutions, urging them 
to halt admissions to these specializations 
due to the continued influx of graduates in 
these fields, leading to a remarkable and un-

manageable surplus of about 20,000 teach-
ers in just eight specializations. Sources 
clarified that 86 percent of this surplus con-
sists of female teachers.

According to the sources, the significant 
surplus includes the following specializa-
tions: Islamic Education, Art Education, 
Physical Education, French Language, 
Kindergarten, Social Studies, Psychology 
and Home Economics. They revealed that 
Islamic Education has the largest surplus, 
exceeding 7,000 female teachers, followed 
by Physical Education, then Social Studies 
and finally Kindergarten.

Sources added that Physical Education is 
the only specialization with a male surplus, 
while the surplus in the other specializa-
tions is almost entirely female.

Sources confirmed that the ministry in-
formed the university and PAAET to only 
accept graduating students from the current 
enrollment pools in the colleges of Educa-
tion and Basic Education, and to cease ac-
cepting new students in the disciplines cov-
ered by the decision.

KUWAIT CITY, Dec 1: The Kuwait Investment Authority (KIA) has 
appointed a new board of directors for the Tourism Enterprises Com-
pany (TEC), with Khaled Mohammed Al-Asfour serving as its Chair 
and Dalal Hamed Mandani as the Vice Chair, reports Al-Seyassah 
daily.

Khaled Mohammed Al-Asfour currently holds the position of Vice 
Chairman of the Board of Directors at the Kuwait Public Transport Com-
pany (KPTC) and is a board member of the Bank of Bahrain and Kuwait 
(BBK).

The new TEC board members include Fahad Jassim Al-Saqer, Dalal 

Yousef Al-Masoud, Meshal Ali Hamada, Nada Adnan Al-Gharabli, and 
Thunayyan Khaled Al-Yaqout.

TEC is a government-owned company responsible for operating, 
developing, and managing tourism assets and facilities in Kuwait. It 
collaborates with government agencies, private companies, and inter-
national partners to promote the tourism and entertainment industry in 
the country.

Established in 1976, TEC is one of the leading tourism development 
companies in the Arabian Gulf region and has played a vital role in shap-
ing Kuwait’s cultural identity.

Site allocation delays pause Kuwait’s 
waste management feasibility study
KUWAIT CITY, Dec 1: Deputy Director Gen-
eral of the Projects Sector at Kuwait Municipality 
Eng. Maysaa Bushehri explained that the delay 
in fi nalizing the documents for providing con-
sultancy services to conduct a feasibility study 
for municipal solid waste management projects 
is due to the lack of allocation decisions for the 
closed Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh and North Seventh 
Ring Road sites, reports Al-Anba daily.

Bushehri said allocation decisions for the sites 
must be taken before issuing the documents to 
avoid problems that might arise from allocating 
these sites to other entities, as it happened pre-
viously with the Al-Rai site. She added that the 
estimated cost of issuing the documents is still 
unclear, as it remains under discussion, while 
there is an ongoing debate regarding whether the 
Transaction Adviser (TA) consultant will only 
study the projects proposed by the Chinese side 
or will also review all sites and studies under the 
Environmental Affairs Department.

In a report submitted to acting Director Gen-
eral of the Municipality. Manal Al-Asfour re-
garding the procedures n to prepare consultancy 
service documents for engaging a TA consult-
ant in the waste management projects, Bushehri 
pointed out that “based on the directives of the 
minister of State for Municipal and Housing Af-
fairs on the request to prepare consultancy service 
documents to engage a TA consultant to conduct 
feasibility studies for waste management projects 
and the necessary technical documentation, we 
would like to inform you of the following: the 
relevant team from the Environmental Affairs 
Department – Projects Sector has completed 90 
percent of the tender documents for engaging a 
TA consultant in the waste management projects 
of the Municipality, and is currently fi nalizing 
some data related to the tender document.” 

The steps taken by the team during the prepa-
ration of the consultancy services document for 
engaging a transaction are as follows:
■ Meetings were held with several consultancy 
fi rms over two consecutive days to benefi t from 
specifi c clauses and prepare consultancy service 
tender documents for their consideration. The 

team also took into ac-
count the fi rms’ feedback, 
ensuring it is aligned with 
the Municipality’s guide-
lines.
■ Several references re-
lated to preparing docu-
ments regarding the TA 
consultant were reviewed 
from various sources to 
incorporate them into the 
current document.

Bushehri outlined the 
next steps, including 

scheduling a meeting with representatives from 
the Ministry of Electricity and Water to discuss 
their contracting procedures with Chinese part-
ners for their projects.

Regarding the possibility of the Municipality 
launching a project with or without the assis-
tance of a TA consultant, she clarifi ed that the 
administration cannot launch any project without 
the assistance of a TA consultant the following 
reasons:
■ Due to the multitude of modern technologies 
for waste treatment and disposal, and the varying 
costs associated with establishing, operating and 
maintaining waste treatment plants depending 
on the technology and its capacity, appointing a 
specialized consultant is essential to support the 
Municipality in selecting the most suitable tech-
nology and defi ning its requirements.

■ As a result of the varying costs of treating, re-
habilitating and investing in closed landfi ll sites, 
and the diversity of their potential future uses, a 
consultant is required to identify these uses, esti-
mate the total cost of treatment and rehabilitation, 
and determine the optimal investment mecha-
nism for each site.
■ The consultant is responsible for determining 
the economic feasibility and expected return on 
investment for each project, in addition to esti-
mating the lifespan of each project and its poten-
tial for future expansion.
■ The consultant clarifi es the services that each 
project will provide, their investment potential, 
and their ability to generate returns, along with 
evaluating the economic return for the State and 
the expected inter-State and social impact of each 
project.
■ The consultant is responsible for conducting 
a needs analysis for each project individually, 
assessing the level of demand, and verifying the 
alignment of each project’s requirements with 
Kuwait’s future development plans.
■ The consultant studies the best options for ten-
dering each project according to the relevant ten-
dering systems and methods used in the country, 
in accordance with applicable laws and regula-
tions in Kuwait that are suitable for this type of 
project, ensuring a return for the State and opti-
mal investment.
■ The consultant’s role includes preparing a 
preliminary concept for the project’s facilities 
and components, developing various contractual 
structures related to the projects and identifying 
the most suitable for implementing waste man-
agement projects, preparing tender documents 
for each project, and supporting the Municipality 
in evaluating bids and recommending the best of-
fer for each project.

By Mohammad Al-Enezi
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Dec 1: Minister of 
Awqaf and Islamic Affairs Dr. Mo-
hammad Al-Wasmi stated that the 
Zakat obligation is a comprehensive 
Islamic vision towards inclusive and 
sustainable development, not just an 
act of charity, but a right due to the 
needy and the deprived, and an eco-
nomic and social tool that contributes 
to the redistribution of wealth, stimu-
lates investment and reduces poverty.

In a speech he delivered Sunday on 
behalf of His Highness the Prime Minis-
ter Sheikh Ahmad Abdullah Al-Ahmad 
Al-Sabah at the opening ceremony of the 
29th Symposium on Contemporary Zakat 
Issues, Al-Wasmi said Zakat strength-
ens the bond among members of society 
and it is the pillar for supporting efforts 
aimed at achieving stability and national 
development. He confirmed that Kuwait 
made charitable and humanitarian work 
the cornerstone of its domestic and foreign 
policy, thanks to its wise leadership and 
generous people.

The symposium tackled a range of issues and 
topics related to Zakat, including Zakat on su-
kuk (Islamic bonds), Zakat on venture capital, 
recent developments in allocations and their 
impact on the Zakat base, and challenges re-
lated to Zakat.

Al-Wasmi disclosed that the symposium aims 
to bridge the gap between the authenticity of Is-
lamic legal texts and the changing realities of the 
modern era, indicating the event is an investment 
in ‘intellectual capital’ by supporting efforts, 
which ensure the continuous effectiveness of 
Zakat (obligatory almsgiving) in society.

He commended the achievements of Zakat 
House, which represents a Kuwaiti success 
story embodying efficiency and transparency in 
collecting and distributing Zakat and Sadaqah 
funds, as well as its role in providing optimal 

solutions in this field.
He explained that Zakat, in its essence, is a 

profound Islamic vision for achieving compre-
hensive and sustainable development, as it is an 
economic and social mechanism that ensures 
the redistribution of wealth, combats poverty 
and strengthens social cohesion. He affirmed 
his confidence in the symposium’s outcomes 
and the discussions and research included 
therein, which will enrich the field of Islamic 
jurisprudence and provide comprehensive an-
swers to the contemporary challenges that Za-
kat institutions are facing.

Meanwhile, Dr. Majed Al-Azmi, Director 
General of Zakat House, revealed that since the 
start of the annual symposium, they have been 
committed to ensuring that Zakat jurisprudence 
keeps pace with developments and addresses 
challenges without deviating from the funda-
mental religious principles. He underscored the 
importance of the symposium in serving as a 
reliable scientific reference for institutions and 
individuals worldwide.

Al-Azmi clarified that the gathering of 
scholars and experts embodies the principle 
of “collective wisdom” in the work of Zakat 
institutions, because the exchange of dialogue 
and research leads to the presentation of rec-
ommendations and decisions, which ease the 
fulfillment of this religious obligation.

Funds directed to rightful recipients

Bushehri
Islamic Affairs

Minister of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs, Dr. 
Muhammad Al-Wasmi, during his speech 
at the 29th Symposium on Contemporary 

Zakat Issues.
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GCC proves ability to confront 
challenges, says Bahrain’s FM

Kuwait’s Al-Yahya hails preps for 46th summit

MANAMA, Dec 1, (KUNA): 
Bahraini Foreign Minister 
Dr. Abdullatif Al-Zayani af-
fi rmed Sunday that the Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) 
has proven its ability to con-
front regional and interna-
tional challenges over the past 
years, making it an active and 
infl uential regional entity in 
promoting security and sta-
bility.

The minister added the council’s 
developmental achievements have 
become a model of sound planning 
and wise vision, earning it signifi -
cant international recognition.

This came in a speech delivered 
by Al-Zayani during his chairman-
ship of the 166th session of the GCC 
Ministerial Council, a preparatory 
meeting for the 46th GCC Summit of 
the leaders of the GCC states, in the 
presence of Kuwaiti Foreign Minis-
ter Abdullah Al-Yahya, foreign min-
isters and representatives of the GCC 
states, and GCC Secretary-General 
Jassem Al-Budaiwi.

The Bahraini minister noted that the 
Supreme Council of the GCC empha-
sizes the importance of continuously 
evaluating the achievements of collec-
tive action, and calls for the adoption 
of positions and decisions that enhance 
the performance of the GCC, the soli-
darity of its member states.

Al-Zayani said the council’s unity 
of positions, and the continued com-
mitment to driving development has 
tremendously benefi ted GCC citizens.

He added that he also affi rms sup-
port for just Arab causes, the preserva-
tion of Arab national security, and the 
guarantee of the rights of Arab peoples 
to security, stability, and a dignifi ed 
life, as well as cooperation with the 
international community to maintain 
global peace and security and promote 
sustainable development for the ben-

efi t of all humanity.
Al-Zayani expressed his sincere 

thanks to the Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs of the State of Kuwait for his 
valuable efforts during his chairman-
ship of the previous session of the 
Ministerial Council, and for his wise 
management of its meetings, and to the 
Secretary-General of the Cooperation 
Council, his assistants, and the staff of 
the General Secretariat for their efforts 
in preparing for this meeting.

In his address during the meeting, 
the Secretary-General of GCC Jas-
sem Al-Budaiwi expressed his deep-
est gratitude to the Kingdom of Bah-
rain for its generous hosting of the 
Ministerial Council meeting, held in 
preparation for the 46th session of the 
Supreme Council, which Bahrain will 
host.

Al-Budaiwi expressed hopes that the 
Kingdom’s presidency of the Supreme 
Council would lead to further progress 
and achievements in the blessed jour-
ney of the GCC.

He also extended his sincere thanks 
and appreciation to the leaders of the 
GCC member states for their unwaver-

ing support of the General Secretariat 
and the joint Gulf action, affi rming the 
General Secretariat’s continued com-
mitment, with all its staff, to diligently 
implement their directives and ad-
vance the joint Gulf action to achieve 
the desired Gulf integration.

The meeting addressed the topics on 
the Council’s agenda, including moni-
toring the implementation of the Su-
preme Council and Ministerial Council 
resolutions, and discussing recommen-
dations submitted by specialized min-
isterial councils and committees, as 
well as reports submitted by the Gen-
eral Secretariat concerning strengthen-
ing Gulf cooperation and integration in 
various political, economic, security, 
defense, developmental, and social 
fi elds.

The Ministerial Council discussed 
developments in free trade agreement 
negotiations between the GCC and 
various countries and international 
groups, the outcomes of joint meetings 
between the GCC and several friendly 
nations and international blocs, and 
the ongoing arrangements for holding 
a number of summits, conferences, and 

strategic dialogues between the GCC 
and several friendly countries.

The Ministerial Council also dis-
cussed current regional and interna-
tional developments and their im-
plications for regional security and 
stability, the latest developments in 
several countries, efforts to de-escalate 
tensions and escalate confl icts, support 
relief efforts, and provide humanitar-
ian assistance to those affected by con-
fl icts.

In addition, the Council addressed 
issues related to maintaining regional 
security and stability, combating ter-
rorism and extremism, and protecting 
maritime navigation. 

Kuwait’s Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Abdullah Al-Yahya praised, in remarks 
to Bahraini counterpart Dr. Abdulatif 
Al-Zayani, as the president of the cur-
rent GCC ministerial council session, 
the preparation by the kingdom to host 
the upcoming 46th GCC summit.

Al-Yahya expressed his thanks and 
appreciation for the kingdom leader-
ship, government, and people for the 
exceptional preparation for the sum-
mit, which represent the deeply rooted 
relations in the Gulf.

The Kuwaiti Foreign Minister came 
in a speech delivered during his par-
ticipation in the 166th session of the 
Ministerial Council of the Gulf Coop-
eration Council (GCC), a preparatory 
meeting for the 46th GCC Summit of 
Leaders of the GCC States.

The meeting was attended by for-
eign ministers and representatives of 
the GCC member states, as well as the 
Secretary-General of the Council, Jas-
sim Al-Budaiwi.

Minister Al-Yahya congratulated the 
Kingdom of Bahrain on assuming the 
presidency of the Supreme Council of 
the GCC for its 46th session, sched-
uled for December 3rd.

Al-Yahya expressed hopes that Bah-
rain’s efforts would be crowned with 
success and guidance, thus strengthen-
ing the joint Gulf action and consoli-
dating the GCC’s regional and interna-
tional presence and standing.

KUNA photo
The Minister of Foreign Affairs chairs the 166th preparatory session of the 

Ministerial Council of the Gulf Cooperation Council in Manama.

Crown Prince, PM send greetings

Kuwait’s HH Amir congratulates 
Romanian Pres on National Day
KUWAIT CITY, Dec 1, (KUNA): 
His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Meshal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah sent on Monday a cable 
of congratulations to President 
of Romania Nicusor Dan on his 
country’s National Day.

In the cable, His Highness the 
Amir wished President Dan good 
health and his people more pro-
gress and development. 

His Highness the Crown 
Prince Sheikh Sabah Khaled 
Al-Hamad Al-Sabah sent on 
Monday a cable to President of 

Romania Nicusor Dan, congratu-
lating him on his country’s Na-
tional Day.

In the cable, His Highness the 
Crown Prince wished President 
Dan good health and expressed 
wishes of progress and welfare 
for Romania and its friendly 
people.  His Highness the Prime 
Minister Sheikh Ahmad Abdul-
lah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah sent on 
Monday a cable of congratula-
tions to the President of Roma-
nia Nicusor Dan on his country’s 
National Day.

Over 287,000 titles showcased

48th Kuwait International Book Fair 
wraps up with record participation
KUWAIT CITY, Dec 1: The 48th 
edition of the Kuwait International 
Book Fair concluded on Saturday, 
attracting approximately 477,560 
visitors and showcasing over 
287,000 book titles from 611 pub-
lishing houses representing 33 Arab 
and international countries, reports 
Al-Seyassah daily.

Held under the patronage of His 
Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh 
Ahmed Al-Abdullah, the fair ran for 
ten consecutive days. 

Of the 611 participating publish-
ers, 433 participated directly, 178 
through agents, and 39 joined for 
the fi rst time.

The fair offered a variety of events 
for adults and children, including 
workshops, symposiums, seminars, 
lectures, and panel discussions held 
in the Cultural Pavilion, Cultural 
Café, and Children’s Pavilion.

This year’s edition coincided with 
Kuwait being named the Arab Capi-
tal of Culture and Media for 2025.

The Sultanate of Oman was the 
guest of honor at this year’s fair, 
which carried the theme “Capital of 
Culture… Home of the Book.”

During the exhibition, 1,240 

books were produced through the 
“I Am the Author” project for sup-
porting and guiding children in 
writing. 

In addition, 84 publishing houses 
participated in the professional pro-
gram for Arab publishers.

NCCAL photo
An attractive destination for chil-

dren.

KU opens applications for ’25-’26 
‘Scholarship Teaching Assistant’

KUWAIT CITY, Dec 1: The Offi ce of 
the Vice President for Academic Af-
fairs at Kuwait University announced 
that applications for the position of 
“Scholarship Teaching Assistant” for 
the 2025-2026 academic year will be 
accepted from February 1, 2026, until 
April 9, 2026, at 12:30pm. Applica-
tions submitted after this deadline will 
not be considered, reports Al-Seyassah 
daily.

The announcement is part of Ku-
wait University’s efforts to attract 
and academically prepare young 
Kuwaiti talent for future faculty po-
sitions.

Applicants must meet the follow-
ing requirements:
■ Must be Kuwaiti citizens
■ Must be of good character and 
have no prior convictions for felo-
nies or misdemeanors involving 
moral turpitude or dishonesty
■ Must be medically fi t
■ Must not be older than 35 years at 
the time of application.
q Must obtain unconditional aca-
demic acceptance from an accredited 
university for scholarship purposes. 
Both the university and program of 
study must be listed with the Na-
tional Bureau for Academic Accredi-

tation and Education Quality Assur-
ance.
■ Admission must be valid for en-
rollment within one year from the 
closing date of the application period 
for the fi rst or second semester of the 
2026/2027 academic year.
■ For students studying at non-Ara-
bic or non-English universities, ex-
ceptions to the language requirement 
may be granted, subject to academic 
department regulations.
■ Must have a minimum cumulative 
GPA of 3 out of 4 or its equivalent. 
For the Medical Sciences Center 
(Medicine and Dentistry), clinical 
specializations require a minimum 
GPA of 67.2 percent out of 4 or its 
equivalent.
■ Academic qualifi cations must be 
issued by Kuwait University or a 
university accredited by the Minis-
try of Higher Education, listed with 
the National Bureau for Academic 
Accreditation and Education Qual-
ity Assurance, and obtained through 
full-time, on-campus study.
■ Academic qualifi cations must be 
relevant to the desired fi eld of study 
and offi cially recognized and vali-
dated according to the regulations of 
the Ministry of Higher Education.

Project boosts campus safety, sustainable transport

Farwaniya Governor inaugurates KU EV lane
KUWAIT CITY, Dec 1: Farwaniya 
Governor Sheikh Athbi Nasser Al-
Athbi Al-Sabah participated in the 
inauguration ceremony of the electric 

vehicle lane project at Kuwait Univer-
sity on Monday morning.

According to a press release is-
sued by Farwaniya Governorate, the 

event was attended by the President 
of Kuwait University Professor Dina 
Musaed Al-Mailem, the acting Sec-
retary General Dr. Noura Al-Suwaih, 

Secretary General of the General Sec-
retariat of Awqaf (which initiated the 
project by providing 15 electric vehi-
cles) Asma Al-Dalal, Boubyan Bank 
representative Thamer Al-Enezi, and 
several faculty members and engineer-
ing and technical personnel overseeing 
the project.

Governor Sheikh Athbi expressed 
pride in the developmental projects 
at the university, noting their role in 
enhancing the educational environ-
ment and supporting the shift toward 
modern and sustainable transportation 
systems on campus.

He emphasized that the electric ve-
hicle lane project represents a signifi -
cant step in improving traffi c fl ow for 
the university students and staff, while 
also enhancing safety and the quality 
of services.

Sheikh Athbi praised the efforts 
of the university administration and 
all teams involved in implementing 
the project, affirming Farwaniya 
Governorate’s support for initiatives 
that contribute to the development 
of educational and service facilities 
and align with the state’s vision of 
improving quality of life and public 
services.

Farwaniya Governorate photo
Governor Sheikh Athbi Nasser Al-Sabah, alongside offi cials from Kuwait University, Awqaf, and Boubyan Bank, 

inaugurates the electric vehicle lane.

PACA enforces

Jahra Cultural

City roofs

Even tracesConsumer welfare

“OUT” setting for exit to prevent er-
rors in recording attendance and de-
parture times. 

No fi ngerprints will be accepted 
outside the permitted hours, whether 
via the fi ngerprint scanner or the 
“Dawami” app, in order to maintain 
employee discipline and standardize 
the attendance tracking system.

The sources confi rmed that the di-
rective was circulated to all sectors 
of PACA and took effect on Monday.

He noted that the cultural and 
artistic movement in Kuwait en-
joys unlimited support from His 
Highness the Amir Sheikh Meshal 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, His 
Highness the Crown Prince Sabah 

including greenhouses, to grow 
crops such as strawberries, lettuce, 
and leafy greens using hydroponic 
and aeroponic farming techniques.

The most prominent benefi ts of 
these agricultural projects include 
reduced transportation costs, easier 
access to electricity and water, and 
their positive impact on improving 
the urban environment.

In a televised interview, Briga-
dier General Qabazard explained 
that substances like crystal meth 
and synthetic cannabinoids were 
not covered under the previous 
law, which focused primarily on 
hashish, cocaine, and heroin. The 
new law includes these highly 
dangerous synthetic drugs in a 
unified schedule of psychotropic 
substances, standardizing penalties 
for all narcotics and psychotropic 
substances. The new penalties are 
extremely severe, including death 
or life imprisonment for drug traf-
ficking and smuggling.

Brigadier General Qabazard urged 
families to stay vigilant about the 
dangers of these substances and the 
legal consequences.

He clarifi ed that the new drug law 
does not recognize the concept of 
“personal use”, as simply having a 
narcotic substance in a person’s body 
is considered a criminal offense.

Brigadier General Qabazard em-
phasized that addiction complaints 
are submitted directly to the Narcot-
ics Prosecution Offi ce and handled 
with full confi dentiality, after which 
the addict is referred to a treatment 
center.

He revealed that the law also in-
troduces a provision penalizing any-
one who discloses a drug user’s con-
fi dential information to any party.

Addressing families, Brigadier 
General Qabazard said, “If you dis-
cover that one of your children is us-
ing drugs, do not hesitate to contact 
us. Our doors are open 24/7, and all 

In addition, their governments lower 
interest rates to reduce borrowing costs 
and stimulate employment.

In contrast, the recent increase in 
public property rents in Kuwait’s mar-
kets triggered a negative chain reaction 
- shop closures and rising consumer 
prices as businesses struggled to cover 
higher costs. This situation proved 
harmful, providing no real benefi t to 
the state, citizens, or investors.

Clearly, no one objects to the gov-
ernment collecting fees and taxes, but 
only when they are set at reasonable 
and rational levels.

However, since economic activity 
is the foundation of sustainability, and 
the government ultimately benefi ts 
from it, fees must not undermine or 
weaken that activity.

This requires a careful review of the 
decisions that led to the current situa-
tion and the decline in public spending.

In many countries, the fi rst step in 
supporting small, medium, and emerg-
ing businesses is to provide them with 
accessible loans and tax incentives, 
enabling them to grow and preventing 
their absorption by large corporations.

The objective is to create a balanced 
environment in which the government 
encourages growth and profi tabil-
ity while refraining from actions that 
compete with or undermine citizens’ 
livelihoods.

Governments often support low-in-
come citizens by providing unsecured 
loans.

When borrowers are unable to repay, 
the government typically intervenes by 
writing off the defaulted loans or ex-
tending repayment periods, depending 
on the borrower’s fi nancial capacity.

Continued from Page 1

reports will be treated with complete 
confi dentiality.”

He commended the First Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister of In-
terior Sheikh Fahad Yousef Saud Al-
Sabah for his continuous oversight 
of the law’s drafting, and praised the 
committee chaired by Mohammed 
Al-Duaij, which included represent-
atives from the Ministry of Health, 
the Ministry of Interior, General Ad-
ministration of Customs, the Fatwa 
and Legislation Department, and the 
Cabinet’s Legal Committee.

Meanwhile, Assistant Director of 
the Drug Control General Depart-
ment (DCGD) Brigadier General 
Hamad Al-Sabah noted that penal-
ties under the previous law were not 
suffi ciently deterrent given the risks 
posed by new substances, particu-
larly crystal meth and synthetic can-
nabinoids.

He explained that the new law pri-
marily strengthens penalties for traf-
fi cking, importation, and cultivation, 
while addressing drug users from a 
therapeutic rather than punitive per-
spective.

Article 61 allows users to volun-
tarily seek treatment at a hospital 
without any prior record. Article 62 
permits third-degree relatives such 
as spouses, children, or mothers to 
report an addict’s case to the relevant 
authorities for confi dential referral to 
a hospital.

The hotline No. 1 88 41 41 oper-
ates 24/7 for receiving reports with 
complete confi dentiality.

Article 50, concerning the “com-
panion” (a person in contact with a 
patient), has also been strengthened. 

A person will be penalized if they 
knowingly possess or handle a nar-
cotic substance, but will be exempt 
if unaware of its nature.

All medications with narcotic ef-
fects, notably Lyrica, are now illegal 
unless dispensed with a valid pre-
scription from a government hospi-
tal. These medications are not avail-
able for sale in pharmacies. Also, 
prescriptions for treatment abroad 
must be offi cially certifi ed.

In addition, Director of the Public 
Relations and Security Media De-
partment Brigadier General Nasser 
Abu Salib stated that the “We Protect 
Our Nation” campaign was launched 
concurrently with the issuance of the 
new narcotics law.

He explained that the campaign 
involves all state institutions and the 
private sector, with the fi rst phase 
set to run for two weeks to deliver 
awareness messages to citizens and 
residents. The media plan was devel-
oped through intensive coordination 
and aims to reach the public quickly 
and effectively.

The awareness campaigns focus 
on three main segments - teenagers, 
young adults, and parents. Families 
play a crucial part in closely moni-
toring their children, particularly in 
light of evolving promotion methods 
through electronic games, which 
have become a major challenge.

Abu Salib revealed that an aware-
ness campaign will be launched on 
Thursday at The Avenues Mall for 
four days, with participation from 
the Ministry of Interior and the Ku-
wait Bar Association, adding that a 
team of association members will be 

Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah and His 
Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh 
Ahmad Abdullah Al-Sabah.

He expressed sincere thanks and 
appreciation to the Governor of Al-
Jahra Hamad Al-Habashi, the NCCAL 
and everyone who contributed to the 
organization of this “cultural event, 
which has become a landmark on the 
cultural activity map in the State of 
Kuwait.”

In his speech, Governor of Al-Jah-
ra Hamad Al-Habashi said that Jahra 
Cultural Season shows the State’s 
support to the cultural movement 
in all governorates and recognition 
of its role in strengthening national 
identity.

NCCAL Secretary General Dr. 
Mohammad Al-Jassar told KUNA 
on the sidelines of the opening cer-
emony that the second Al-Jahra 
Cultural Season is an opportunity 
to cement communication between 
the public and the cultural sector 
through quality activities, including 
artistic performances and heritage 
exhibitions.

Al-Jassar added that the diversity 
of the activities refl ects the NCCAL 
keenness to support talented people 
and expand community participation 
in cultural events.

For his part, Assistant Secretary 
General for Antiquities and Museums 
at the NCCAL, Mohammed Bin Red-
ha told KUNA that the Jahra Cultural 
Season will feature a variety of artistic 
workshops to hone participants’ skills, 
introduce them to new techniques in 
traditional arts, and enhance commu-
nity participation in cultural, artistic, 
and folkloric activities.

on-site to respond directly to public 
inquiries.
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US President Donald Trump waves as he and First Lady Melania Trump 
arrive on Air Force One on Nov 30, at Joint Base Andrews, Md. (AP)

Trump to release MRI results
WASHINGTON, Dec 1, (AP): US President Donald Trump said Sunday that 
he would release the results of his MRI test that he received in October.

“If you want to have it released, I’ll release it,” the president said during an 
exchange with reporters as he traveled back to Washington from Florida.

He said the results of the MRI were “perfect.”
The White House has so far declined to detail why Trump had an MRI during 

his physical last month, or on what part of his body.
The press secretary, Karoline Leavitt, has said that the president received “ad-

vanced imaging” at Walter Reed National Military Medical Center “as part of 
his routine physical examination” and that the results showed Trump remains in 
“exceptional physical health.”

Trump added Sunday that he has “no idea” on what part of his body he got the 
MRI.

“It was just an MRI,” he said. “What part of the body? It wasn’t the brain be-
cause I took a cognitive test and I aced it.”

More than 3,200 immigrants arrested in Chicago

Border Patrol-led immigration crackdown coming to SE Louisiana
NEW ORLEANS, Dec 1, (AP): 
Around 250 federal border agents were 
expected to launch a monthslong im-
migration crackdown on Monday in 
southeast Louisiana and into Missis-
sippi dubbed “Swamp Sweep.”

The deployment, which aims to ar-
rest 5,000 people, is centered in liberal 
New Orleans and is the latest federal 
immigration enforcement operation to 
target a Democratic-run city as Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s administration 
pursues its mass deportation agenda.

Border Patrol commander Gregory 
Bovino, who has led aggressive op-
erations in Chicago, Los Angeles and 
Charlotte, North Carolina, is expected 
to helm the campaign.

Many in the greater New Orleans 
area, particularly in Latino commu-
nities, have been on edge since the 
planned operations were reported ear-
lier this month, even as Republican 
Louisiana Gov Jeff Landry said he 
welcomes the federal agents.

Bovino has become the Trump 
administration’s go-to operative for 
leading large-scale, high-profi le im-
migration enforcement campaigns. 
During his operation in Chicago, fed-
eral agents rappelled from a helicopter 
into a residential apartment complex 
and fi red pepper balls and tear gas at 
protesters.

Federal agents arrested more than 
3,200 immigrants during a surge in 
the Chicago area in recent months, but 

have not provided many details. Court 
documents on roughly 600 recent ar-
rests showed that only a handful had 
criminal records representing a “high 
public safety risk,” according to fed-
eral government data.

Border Patrol, which does not typi-
cally operate in dense urban areas or 
in situations with protesters, has been 
accused of heavy-handed tactics, 
prompting several lawsuits. Earlier 
this month, a federal judge in Chicago 
accused Bovino of lying and rebuked 
him for deploying chemical irritants 

against protesters.
Bovino has doubled down on the ef-

fi cacy of his agency’s operations.
“We’re fi nding and arresting illegal 

aliens, making these communities saf-
er for the Americans who live there,” 
he said in a post on X.

The Department of Justice has ac-
cused New Orleans of undermining 
federal immigration enforcement and 
included it on a list of 18 so-called 
sanctuary cities. The city’s jail, which 
has been under longstanding oversight 
from a federal judge, does not cooper-

ate with US Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement under most circumstanc-
es, and its police department views im-
migration enforcement as a civil mat-
ter outside its jurisdiction.

However, Louisiana’s Republican-
dominated Legislature has passed laws 
to compel New Orleans agencies to 
align with the Trump administration’s 
hard-line immigration stance.

One such law makes it a crime to 
“knowingly” do something intended 
to “hinder, delay, prevent, or otherwise 
interfere with or thwart” federal immi-
gration enforcement efforts. Anyone 
who violates the law could face fi nes 
and up to a year of jail time.

Additionally, lawmakers expanded 
the crime of malfeasance in offi ce, 
which is punishable by up to 10 years 
in jail, for government offi cials who 
refuse to comply with requests from 
agencies like ICE. It also prohibits 
police and judges from releasing from 
their custody anyone who “illegally 
entered or unlawfully remained” in the 
US without providing advance notice 
to ICE.

In and around New Orleans, some 
immigration lawyers say they have 
been inundated with calls from peo-
ple trying to prepare for the upcoming 
operation. One immigration lawyer, 
Miguel Elias, says his fi rm is conduct-
ing many consultations virtually or 
by telephone because people are too 
afraid to come in person.

US Border Patrol agents look on Nov 17, in Charlotte, NC. (AP)

This rises to the level of a war crime if it’s true: Sen Kaine

US lawmakers voice support for congressional reviews of Trump’s military strikes on boats
WASHINGTON, Dec 1, (AP): Law-
makers from both parties said Sunday 
they support congressional reviews of 
US military strikes against vessels sus-
pected of smuggling drugs in the Car-
ibbean Sea and eastern Pacifi c Ocean, 
citing a published report that Defense 
Secretary Pete Hegseth issued a verbal 
order for all crew members to be killed 
as part of a Sept. 2 attack.

The lawmakers said they did not 
know whether last week’s Washing-
ton Post report was true, and some 
Republicans were skeptical, but they 
said attacking survivors of an initial 
missile strike poses serious legal 
concerns.

“This rises to the level of a war 
crime if it’s true,” said Sen Tim Kaine, 
D-Va.

Rep Mike Turner, R-Ohio, when 
asked about a follow-up strike aimed 
at people no longer able to fi ght, said 
Congress does not have information 
that happened. He noted that leaders of 
the Armed Services Committee in both 
the House and Senate have opened in-
vestigations.

“Obviously, if that occurred, that 
would be very serious and I agree that 
that would be an illegal act,” Turner 
said.

Meanwhile, President Donald 
Trump on Sunday evening while fl y-
ing back to Washington from Florida, 
where he celebrated Thanksgiving, 
confi rmed that he had recently spoken 
with Venezuelan President Nicolás 
Maduro.

The US administration says the 
strikes in the Caribbean are aimed at 
cartels, some of which it claims are 
controlled by Maduro. Trump also is 
weighing whether to carry out strikes 
on the Venezuelan mainland.

Trump declined to comment on de-
tails of the call, which was fi rst report-
ed by The New York Times.

“I wouldn’t say it went well or bad-
ly,” Trump told reporters aboard Air 
Force One, when asked about the call.

The Venezuelan communications 
ministry did not immediately respond 
to a request for comment about the call 
with Trump.

Turner said there are concerns in 

Congress about the attacks on vessels 
that the Trump administration says are 
transporting drugs, but the allegation 

regarding the Sept 2 attack “is com-
pletely outside anything that has been 
discussed with Congress and there is 

an ongoing investigation.”
The comments from lawmakers 

during news show appearances come 
as the administration escalates a cam-
paign to combat drug trafficking into 
the US. On Saturday, Trump said the 
airspace “above and surrounding” 
Venezuela should be considered as 
“closed in its entirety,” an assertion 
that raised more questions about the 
U.S. pressure on Maduro. Maduro’s 
government accused Trump of mak-
ing a ”colonial threat” and seeking to 
undermine the South American coun-
try’s sovereignty.

After the Post’s report, Hegseth said 
Friday on X that “fake news is deliver-
ing more fabricated, infl ammatory, and 
derogatory reporting to discredit our 
incredible warriors fi ghting to protect 
the homeland.”

“Our current operations in the Car-
ibbean are lawful under both US and 
international law, with all actions in 
compliance with the law of armed 
conflict-and approved by the best 
military and civilian lawyers, up and 
down the chain of command,” Heg-

seth wrote.
Trump said on Sunday the adminis-

tration “will look into” the matter but 
added, “I wouldn’t have wanted that - 
not a second strike.” The president also 
defended Hegseth.

“Pete said he did not order the death 
of those two men,” Trump said. He 
added, “And I believe him.”

Republican Sen. Roger Wicker of 
Mississippi, chairman of the Sen-
ate Armed Services Committee, and 
its top Democrat, Rhode Island Sen. 
Jack Reed, said in a joint statement 
late Friday that the committee “will 
be conducting vigorous oversight to 
determine the facts related to these cir-
cumstances.”

That was followed Saturday with the 
chairman of the House Armed Servic-
es Committee, Republican Rep. Mike 
Rogers of Alabama, and the ranking 
Democratic member, Washington Rep. 
Adam Smith, issuing a joint statement 
saying the panel was committed to 
“providing rigorous oversight of the 
Department of Defense’s military op-
erations in the Caribbean.”

US Sen Tim Kaine, speaks at a news conference on April 1 regarding Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s pending tariffs on Canada on Tuesday in Washing-

ton, DC. (AP)

‘There was no misleading’

UK leader Starmer backs Treasury chief
LONDON, Dec 1, (AP): British Prime 
Minister Keir Starmer on Monday 
defended his Treasury chief against 
opposition claims that she misled 
the public and the markets about the 
state of the public fi nances before last 
week’s budget.

Starmer said “there was no mislead-
ing” in the run-up to Chancellor of the 
Exchequer Rachel Reeves’ tax-hiking 
budget, which the government hopes 
will raise money to reduce government 
borrowing, invest in infrastructure and 
public services, ease the cost of living 
and spur elusive economic growth.

Three weeks before the budget, 
Reeves made a speech to prepare the 
public and markets for a rise in income 
tax rates, which would have broken a 
key election promise. After an outcry 
among governing Labour Party law-
makers, and a better-than-expected 
update on the public fi nances, she re-
versed course, opting for smaller reve-
nue-raising measures.

Opposition politicians allege that 
Reeves knew when she made the 
speech that the forecast from the inde-
pendent Offi ce for Budget Responsi-
bility was better than expected.

The Conservatives and the Scottish 
National Party have asked the Finan-

cial Conduct Authority to investigate 
Reeves’ comments and leaks to the 
media before the budget, and Reform 
U.K. leader Nigel Farage has urged 
the government’s standards adviser to 
probe Reeves’ comments.

Reeves denies misleading the public 

or markets. She said Sunday that the 
OBR assessed before the budget that tax 
revenue would be 16 billion pounds ($21 
billion) less than expected because of a 
downgraded productivity forecast. That 
is a smaller budget hole than had previ-
ously been reported, leading government 
critics to imply there was skullduggery 
by the government.

Reeves said that in her speech she 
said, correctly, that “the OBR down-
grade has had a big impact on the pub-
lic fi nances. And that was why I would 
need to ask people to contribute more.”

The government was elected in a 
landslide victory in July 2024 on a 
promise not to raise taxes on income 
for working people. Some of the budg-
et’s 26 billion pounds ($34 billion) in 
tax hikes, largely to increase the buffer 
available to the government for any fu-
ture shocks, broke the spirit if not the 
letter of that promise.

Starmer hit back in a speech Mon-
day at a community center in London, 
saying his government had inherited 
“public fi nances and public services in 
total crisis” after 14 years of Conserva-
tive government. He defended the de-
cision to raise taxes, raise the minimum 
wage and fund public services that will 
help lift children out of poverty.

Protesters gather during a protest march against the surging far right following a spate of incidents targeting ethnic 
minorities and liberals, in Zagreb, Croatia on Nov 30. (AP)

Thousands protest far-right surge in Croatia
Thousands of people on Sunday joined protest march-
es in Croatia against a surging far right following a 
spate of incidents that have fueled both ethnic and po-
litical tensions in the European Union country.

Gatherings dubbed “United against fascism” were 
organized in four major cities, including the capital, Za-
greb. The crowd chanted “we are all antifascists!” as 
they pledged to counter what they described as a bid 
by right-wing groups to spread fear and silence oppo-
nents.

Protesters demanded also that the authorities curb 
hard right groups and their frequent use of pro-fascist 
symbols relating to Croatia’s World War II pro-Nazi 
puppet state, which ran concentration camps where 
tens of thousands of ethnic Serbs, Roma and antifas-
cist Croats were executed.

A protest declaration stated that “we will not agree to 
treating national minorities as a provocation and to an 
idea of patriotism that draws its symbols from the dark-
est episode of our history.”  (AP)

US-led peace negotiations advance

Zelenskyy meets with Macron in Paris
PARIS, Dec 1, (AP): Ukrainian President Volodymyr Ze-

lenskyy met with French President Emmanuel Macron on 
Monday at the Elysée presidential palace in Paris, part of 
a fl urry of diplomatic activity aimed at brokering the terms 
for a potential ceasefi re in the nearly four-year-old war in 
Ukraine.

Zelenskyy’s visit to Paris followed a meeting between 
Ukrainian and US offi cials in Florida on Sunday, which US 
Secretary of State Marco Rubio described as productive. The 
two sides have worked to make revisions to a proposed US-
authored plan that was developed in negotiations between 
Washington and Moscow but criticized as being too weight-
ed toward Russian demands.

Those criticisms were perhaps most vehement from 
Ukraine’s European allies who, while welcoming US peace 
efforts, pushed back on key tenets of the plan. Ahead of his 
meeting with Zelenskyy on Monday, Macron’s offi ce said 
the two leaders would discuss conditions for a “fair and last-
ing peace.”

US President Donald Trump has since downplayed the 
28-point peace framework, which would have imposed 
limits on the size of Ukraine’s military, blocked the country 
from joining NATO and required Ukraine to give up terri-
tory, as a “concept” to be “fi ne-tuned.”

Last week, Macron - a key ally for Ukraine who has fi rmly 
backed Kyiv and sought to counterbalance elements of the 
US peace plan that are seen to favor Russia - urged Western 
allies to bring “rock-solid” guarantees to Ukraine in case a 
ceasefi re or a peace deal was to be reached. He has endorsed 

deploying a “reassurance force” on land, at sea and in the air 
to help ensure the country’s security.

Meanwhile, Kremlin spokesperson Dmitry Peskov con-
fi rmed Monday that Russian President Vladimir Putin would 
meet with US presidential envoy Steve Witkoff on Tuesday 
afternoon. Witkoff’s role in the peace efforts came under 
scrutiny last week following a report that he coached Putin’s 
foreign affairs adviser on how Russia’s leader should pitch 
Trump on the Ukraine peace plan. Both Moscow and Wash-
ington downplayed the signifi cance of the revelations.

‘World’s biggest arms producers increased 
revenue by 5.9% last year to record level’
STOCKHOLM, Dec 1, (AP): The 
world’s biggest weapons-producing 
companies saw a 5.9% increase in rev-
enue from sales of arms and military 
services last year as demand was fed by 
the wars in Ukraine and Gaza as well 
as countries’ rising military spending, 
according to a report released Monday.

The Stockholm International Peace 
Research Institute, or SIPRI, said the 
revenues of the 100 largest arms mak-
ers grew to $679 billion in 2024, the 
highest fi gure it has recorded.

The bulk of the increase was down 
to companies based in Europe and the 
United States, but there were increases 
around the world - except in Asia and 
Oceania, where problems in the Chi-
nese arms industry led to a slight fall.

Thirty of the 39 US companies in 
the top 100 - including Lockheed Mar-
tin, Northrop Grumman and General 
Dynamics - posted increases. Their 
combined revenue was up 3.8% at 
$334 billion. But SIPRI noted that 
“widespread delays and budget over-
runs continue to plague development 
and production” in major US-led pro-
grams, including the F-35 fi ghter jet.

Twenty-three of the 26 companies 
in Europe, excluding Russia, saw their 

arms revenue increase as the continent 
boosted spending. Their aggregate 
income rose by 13% to $151 billion, 
fueled by demand linked to the war in 
Ukraine and the perceived threat from 
Russia.

There were notably big gains for 

the Czech Republic’s Czechoslo-
vak Group, whose revenue soared by 
193% thanks in part to a government-
led project to source artillery shells 
for Ukraine; and for Ukraine’s JSC 
Ukrainian Defense Industry, which 
had a 41% gain.

Artillery shells of German arms manufacturer Rheinmetall are displayed in 
Unterluess, Germany on Aug 27. (AP)

French President Emmanuel Macron, (right), welcomes 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy on Dec 1, 
before a meeting at the Elysee Palace in Paris. (AP)

Britain’s Prime Minister Keir Starm-
er delivers a speech, backing the 
Budget to signal a fresh push on 
welfare reform, in central London 

on Dec 1. (AP)
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Vietnam warns vessels over approaching tropical storm

Flooding recovery efforts underway in Indonesia, Sri Lanka and Thailand as death tolls rise
PADANG SIDEMPUAN, Indonesia, Dec 1, (Agencies): Indonesia’s president 
told survivors of last week’s devastating fl oods that help was arriving to those in 
need Monday as Asian governments scaled up their responses to a disaster that has 
left more than 1,000 dead in three countries.

Hundreds more are missing following fl ooding and landslides in the past week, 
which killed at least 502 people in Indonesia, 334 in Sri Lanka and 170 in Thai-
land, authorities said.

Indonesia President Prabowo Subianto pledged to rebuild infrastructure while 
visiting areas impacted by fl oods and landslides on Sumatra island that left thou-
sands homeless and 508 people missing as of Monday.

Some areas of Indonesia remained unreachable Monday after the disaster dam-
aged roads and downed communications lines, with residents in impacted areas re-
lying on aircraft delivering supplies. Flooding displaced 290,700 people in North 
Sumatra, West Sumatra and Aceh provinces, the National Disaster Management 
Agency said.

Prabowo, who visited North Sumatra on Monday and was expected to West Su-
matra and Aceh during the day, said the government’s response is reaching those 
in need.

“We need to confront climate change effectively,” Prabowo told reporters after 
visiting survivors. “Local governments must take a signifi cant role in safeguarding 
the environment and preparing for the extreme weather conditions that will arise 
from future climate change.”

Sri Lanka authorities said Monday that rescuers are still searching for 370 miss-
ing people. Nearly 148,000 people are housed in temporary shelters after being 
battered in the past week downpours that fl ooded homes, fi elds and roads and trig-
gered landslides, primarily in the tea-growing central hill country.

In Thailand, the fi rst batch of compensation payments are set to be distributed 
Monday, beginning with 239 million baht ($7.4 million) for 26,000 people, gov-
ernment spokesperson Siripong Angkasakulkiat said.

Authorities on Monday worked to clean up streets and restore infrastructure 
including water and electricity in the southern part of the country where severe 
fl ooding affected more than 1.4 million households and 3.8 million people, he 
said.

The Interior Ministry will set up public kitchens to provide freshly cooked food 

for affected residents, he said.

Also:
HANOI: Tropical Storm Koto is nearing Vietnam’s waters, prompting urgent 
warnings for vessels in the area, the Vietnam News Agency reported Monday.

As of 7:00 am Monday, the storm carried maximum winds of 74 km per hour 
as it tracked westward and is expected to weaken into a low-pressure system by 
7:00 p.m. Wednesday, according to the National Center for Hydro-Meteorological 
Forecasting.

The storm is forecast to create hazardous conditions in the waters off the central 
provinces from Gia Lai to Khanh Hoa, with strong winds and waves of up to 
fi ve meters. 

❑     ❑     ❑

KUALA LUMPUR: Increased river water levels in several Malaysian states follow-
ing persistent rainfall have prompted warnings from offi cials on Saturday urging 
the public to remain vigilant.

Deputy Prime Minister Ahmad Zahid Hamidi advised the public to avoid 
high-risk areas, stay alert to weather developments, steer clear of strong currents 
and follow the instructions of authorities.

“I want to remind everyone to always be cautious with the river levels in your 
area. If you are near a river, avoid high-risk areas, especially during continuous 
rain,” he said in a statement.

The Irrigation and Drainage Department of malaysia reported that rivers in sev-
eral states are currently at alert, warning and danger levels.

Meanwhile, the number of those displaced by fl ooding nationwide stands at 
23,383, with victims being housed at 275 fl ood relief centers as of 10.30 p.m. local 
time, according to the country’s social welfare department.

Cars and houses are submerged in fl oodwaters in Songkhla province, 
southern Thailand on Nov 26. (AP)

Princess Aiko’s popularity sparks calls to 
change Japan’s male-only succession law

African nations push for recognition 
 of colonial crimes and reparations

Conservatives ahead of governing 
party in Honduras presidential vote Bangladesh’s ex-leader Hasina and niece

Tulip Siddiq found guilty of corruption

TOKYO, Dec 1, (AP): Japan’s beloved 
Princess Aiko is often cheered like a 
pop star.

During a visit to Nagasaki with Em-
peror Naruhito and Empress Masako, 
the sound of her name being screamed 
by well-wishers along the roads over-
whelmed the cheers for her parents.

As she turned 24 on Monday, her 
supporters want to change Japan’s 
male-only succession law, which pro-
hibits Aiko, the emperor’s only child, 
from becoming monarch.

Along with frustration that the dis-
cussion on succession rules has stalled, 
there’s a sense of urgency. Japan’s 
shrinking monarchy is on the brink of 
extinction. Naruhito’s teenage neph-
ew is the only eligible heir from the 
younger generation. Experts say the 
female ban should be lifted before the 
royal family dies out, but conservative 
lawmakers, including Prime Minister 
Sanae Takaichi, oppose the change.

Aiko has gained admirers since de-
buting as an adult royal in 2021, when 
she impressed the public as intelligent, 
friendly, caring and funny.

Support for Aiko as a future monarch 
increased following her fi rst solo offi -
cial overseas trip to Laos in November, 
representing the emperor. During the 
six-day visit, she met with top Laotian 
offi cials, visited cultural and historical 

venues and met with locals.
Earlier this year, Aiko accompanied 

her parents to Nagasaki and Okinawa. 
She has followed the example set by 
her father, who places great impor-
tance on passing down the tragedy of 

WWII to younger generations.
“I have always been rooting for Prin-

cess Aiko to be crowned,” said Setsuko 
Matsuo, an 82-year-old atomic bomb-
ing survivor who came to Nagasaki’s 
peace park hours before Aiko and her 
parents’ scheduled arrival in the area. 
“I like everything about her, especially 
her smile ... so comforting,” she told 
The Associated Press at the time.

Mari Maehira, a 58-year-old offi ce 
worker who waited to cheer Aiko in 
Nagasaki, said she has seen Aiko grow 
up and “now we want to see her be-
come a future monarch.”

The princess’ popularity has trig-
gered some to pressure legislators to 
change the law.

Cartoonist Yoshinori Kobayashi has 
written comic books that push for a legal 
change to allow Aiko to become mon-
arch, which supporters keep sending to 
parliamentarians to raise awareness and 
get their backing for the cause.

Others have set up YouTube chan-
nels and distributed leafl ets to gain 
public attention on the issue.

Ikuko Yamazaki, 62, has been using 
social media to advocate for the suc-
cession of the emperor’s fi rst child re-
gardless of gender. She says not having 
Aiko as a successor and the insistence 
on male-only monarchs will cause the 
monarchy to die out.

ALGIERS, Algeria, Dec 1, (AP): Af-
rican leaders pushed Sunday to have 
colonial-era crimes recognized, crimi-
nalized and addressed through repara-
tions.

At a conference in Algiers, diplo-
mats and leaders convened to advance 
an African Union resolution passed at 
a meeting earlier this year calling for 
justice and reparations for victims of 
colonialism.

In his opening speech, Algerian 
Foreign Minister Ahmed Attaf said 
Algeria’s experience under French rule 
underscored the need to seek compen-
sation and reclaim stolen property.

A legal framework, he added, would 
ensure restitution is seen as “neither a 
gift nor a favor.” “Africa is entitled to 
demand the offi cial and explicit recog-
nition of the crimes committed against 
its peoples during the colonial period, 
an indispensable fi rst step toward ad-
dressing the consequences of that era, 
for which African countries and peo-
ples continue to pay a heavy price in 
terms of exclusion, marginalization 
and backwardness,” Attaf said.

International conventions and stat-
utes accepted by a majority of coun-
tries have outlawed practices includ-
ing slavery, torture and apartheid. The 
United Nations Charter prohibits the 
seizure of territory by force but does 

not explicitly reference colonialism.
That absence was central to the Af-

rican Union’s February summit, where 
leaders discussed a proposal to de-
velop a unifi ed position on reparations 
and formally defi ne colonization as a 
crime against humanity.

The economic cost of colonialism 
in Africa is believed to be staggering, 
with some estimates putting the cost of 
plunder in the trillions. European pow-
ers extracted natural resources often 
through brutal methods, amassing vast 

profi ts from gold, rubber, diamonds 
and other minerals, while leaving local 
populations impoverished.

African states have in recent years 
intensifi ed demands for the return of 
looted artifacts still housed in Euro-
pean museums today.

Attaf said it was no mistake that 
the conference was held in Algeria, a 
country that suffered some of the most 
brutal forms of French colonial rule 
and fought a bloody war to win its in-
dependence.

TEGUCIGALPA, Honduras, Dec 1, 
(AP): With votes from about 43% of 
polling places counted early Monday 
in Honduras’ presidential contest, pre-
liminary and partial results showed 
two conservative challengers leading 
the race. 
The vote came just days after US 
President Donald Trump intervened in 
a close race by endorsing a candidate 
and announcing that he would pardon 
a former president.

The National Electoral Council said 
that Nasry “Tito” Asfura of the Nation-
al Party had 40.54% of votes in early 
counting, while Salvador Nasralla, of 
the conservative Liberal Party, had 
about 38.99%. Rixi Moncada of the 
democratic socialist LIBRE or Liberty 
and Re-foundation party trailed with 
19.49%.

Both Asfura and Nasralla said it was 
still early in the count and resisted de-
claring victory. After initial excitement 
at both parties’ campaign headquarters, 
the streets of the capital were generally 
quiet Sunday night as the count slowly 
advanced.

Asfura, the 67-year-old former may-
or of Honduras’ capital Tegucigalpa, 
ran as a pragmatic politician, pointing 
to his popular infrastructure projects.

Just days before the vote, US Presi-
dent Donald Trump endorsed him, 

saying he would fi ght “narco-commu-
nists” with the United States and was 
the only Honduran candidate his ad-
ministration would work with.

Nasralla, a 72-year-old sportscaster, 
has campaigned with various parties 
over the years and even joined the tick-
et of current President Xiomara Castro 
four years ago. But even in his fourth 
bid for the presidency, he continued 

to cast himself as an outsider and his 
central campaign issue has remained 
rooting out corruption.

As the preliminary results came in 
late Sunday, Nasralla said the the race 
was still too close to call. “We are re-
ally going to know the result tomorrow 
in the course of the day,” he said. He 
expressed confi dence that the remain-
ing vote tallies would favor him.

DHAKA, Bangladesh, Dec 1, (AP): 
A court in Bangladesh’s capital sen-
tenced ousted Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina to fi ve years in prison and her 
niece, British Labour Party lawmaker 
Tulip Siddiq, to two years in prison 
Monday for corruption involving a 
government land project.

Rabiul Alam, the judge of Dhaka’s 
Special Judge’s Court, said Hasina 
misused her power as prime minister 
while Siddiq was guilty of corruptly 
infl uencing her aunt in helping her 
mother and two siblings get a land 
plot in a government project. Siddiq’s 
mother, Sheikh Rehana, was given 
seven years in prison and was consid-
ered the prime participant in the case.

The judge also fi ned the three $813 
each and ordered the cancellation of 
the allotted plot for Rehana.

There are 14 other suspects.
Khan Mohammed Mainul Hasan, 

the corruption watchdog’s prosecutor, 
said they had sought life in prison for 
the prime defendants.

“We expected life sentences, (but) 
that did not happen. We will consult 
with the commission for our next 
course of action,” he said.

The prosecution said Siddiq was 

tried as a Bangladeshi citizen and au-
thorities said they obtained a passport, 
her national identity card and tax num-
ber. But Siddiq disputed the claim and 
said she is a British citizen, not a Bang-
ladeshi citizen.

Siddiq, who represents London’s 
Hampstead and Highgate areas in Brit-

ain’s Parliament, had earlier denied 
the allegations and said the trial was a 
farce built on “fabricated accusations 
and driven by a clear political ven-
detta.” In January, Siddiq resigned as 
a government minister in the Cabinet 
of Prime Minister Keir Starmer under 
pressure because of her ties to her aunt. 

In this photo provided by the Impe-
rial Household Agency of Japan, 
Princess Aiko, the daughter of Ja-
pan’s Emperor Naruhito and Em-
press Masako, poses for a photo 
at the Imperial Palace in Tokyo on 

Nov 7. (AP)

Algeria’s fl ags fl y Wednesday, April 16, 2025, in Algiers. (AP)

Supporters of presidential candidate Nasry Asfura, of the National Party, 
celebrate preliminary results during general election in Tegucigalpa, Hon-

duras on Nov 30. (AP)

Tulip Siddiq, (left), stands beside Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh Hasi-
na in the Kremlin in Moscow, Russia, on Jan 15, 2013. (AP)

Asia
French President Macron to visit China: At the in-
vitation of Chinese President Xi Jinping, French President 
Emmanuel Macron will pay a state visit to China from 
Dec 3 to 5, a foreign ministry spokesperson announced on 
Monday.

At a daily press conference on the same day, foreign min-
istry spokesperson Lin Jian briefed media about the visit, 
saying it will be Macron’s fourth state visit to China. It also 
reciprocates the state visit to France 
by President Xi last year on the oc-
casion of the 60th anniversary of 
China-France diplomatic relations, 
Lin added.

During the visit this week, Xi will 
hold talks with Macron to jointly 
lead the development of China-
France relations under the new cir-
cumstances, Lin said, adding that 
the two presidents will also have an 
in-depth exchange of views on major 
international and regional hotspot is-
sues.

Premier Li Qiang and Zhao Leji, chairman of the Nation-
al People’s Congress Standing Committee, will also meet 
with Macron respectively, according to the spokesperson.

France was the fi rst major Western country to enter into 
formal diplomatic ties with New China. China-France re-
lations enjoy a history worthy of being cherished, are en-
dowed with unique values, and carry important missions, 
Lin said. He went on to point out that in recent years, under 
the strategic guidance of the two heads of state, the two 
countries have witnessed close exchanges at all levels, fruit-
ful results in practical cooperation, and effective coordina-
tion in multilateral affairs.

Amid an evolving international landscape fraught with 
turmoil, China is ready to work with France to take this visit 
as an opportunity to strengthen strategic communication, 
deepen pragmatic cooperation, advance closer multilat-
eral coordination, and work for new progress in the China-

France comprehensive strategic partnership, Lin said.
By doing so, the two countries will contribute more to 

promoting the healthy and stable development of China-
EU relations, upholding multilateralism, and safeguarding 
world peace, stability and prosperity. (AP)

❑     ❑     ❑

13 held for suspected manslaughter in HK: The 
Hong Kong Police Force had arrested 13 people for sus-
pected manslaughter over the major fi re at the residential 
complex Wang Fuk Court, local authorities said at a press 
briefi ng on Monday.

The police investigation is still ongoing, and there could 
be more arrests.

Seven of 20 samples of construction mesh collected from 
the complex failed to meet fi re-proof standards, authorities 
said.

These pieces of mesh sheets, coupled with highly fl am-
mable polyurethane foam, might have caused the rapid 
spread of the fi re, according to local authorities. (Xinhua)

❑     ❑     ❑

Cambodia records rise in drug arrests: Cambodia 
has reported an increase in the number of people arrested, 
but a decrease in the amount of narcotics seized in the fi rst 
11 months of 2025, said an Anti-Drug Department (ADP)’s 
report on Monday.

The authorities had detained 24,168 drug-related sus-
pects during the January-November period this year, up 2.4 
percent from 23,601 over the same period last year, the re-
port said, adding that 870 of the suspects were foreigners.

“A total of 5.77 tons of illicit drugs had been confi scated 
from those suspects’ possession during the period from Jan. 
1 to Nov. 30, 2025,” the report said.

The report added that the amount of confi scated narcotics 
represented a signifi cant drop from 13.3 tons seized during 
the fi rst 11 months of 2024. Most of the confi scated narcot-
ics were ketamine, ecstasy, heroin, crystal methampheta-
mine, methamphetamine pills, cocaine, and cathinone.

The Southeast Asian nation has no death sentence for il-
licit drug traffi ckers. Under its law, those found guilty of 
traffi cking more than 80 grams of illicit drugs could be im-
prisoned for life. (Xinhua)

Subcontinent
Pakistan bomb attack kills police offi cer: A suicide 
bomb attack near a police vehicle in restive northwest Pa-
kistan bordering Afghanistan killed at least one offi cer on 
Monday and wounded several others, offi cials said.

The attack happened in Lakki Marwat, a district in Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa province, local police offi cial Ashfaq 
Khan said, without providing further details.

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif in a statement con-
demned the attack.

Separately, suicide bombers and 
gunmen attacked a military facility 
overnight in Nokandi, a district in 
the insurgency-hit southwestern Ba-
lochistan province, according to lo-
cal media reports.

The Balochistan Liberation Front, 
a separatist group, claimed responsi-
bility in a statement, saying its fi ght-
ers targeted an offi ce of the Frontier 
Corps and that an exchange of fi re 
with troops was ongoing.

There was no immediate comment 
from the military or the government.

Pakistan has witnessed a surge in violence in recent 
years, and the government often blames Balochistan-based 
separatists and the outlawed Pakistani Taliban, known as 
Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan or TTP, which is separate from, 
but aligned with, Afghanistan’s Taliban government.

The steady rise in attacks has strained relations between 
Islamabad and Kabul, with Pakistani authorities accusing 
the TTP of operating freely inside Afghanistan since the 
Taliban takeover in 2021. Afghanistan denies the allegation.

Tensions escalated between Pakistan and Afghanistan af-
ter the Taliban government accused Pakistan of carrying out 
an Oct. 9 drone strike on Kabul.  (AP)

❑     ❑     ❑

Cyclone Ditwah kills 3 in India: At least three people 
were killed and nearly 150 cattle perished in rain-related 
incidents caused by cyclone Ditwah in the southern Indian 
state of Tamil Nadu, offi cials said Sunday.

The rains have also damaged over 200 houses and hut-
ments, and inundated 56,000 hectares of farmland in the 
state.

Thirty-eight relief camps have been set up in districts 
where a heavy rainfall forecast was made, and until Sun-
day morning, 2,393 people have been given shelter in these 
camps, according to local offi cials.

Meanwhile, 28 teams of State Disaster Response Force 
and National Disaster Response Force have been deployed, 
and 10 additional teams have been requisitioned.

The state-run broadcaster, All India Radio, on Sunday 
evening said cyclone Ditwah, presently 80 km away from 
Tamil Nadu-Puducherry coasts, will weaken into a deep 
depression during the next three hours over the southwest 
Bay of Bengal and adjoining north Tamil Nadu-Puducherry 
coasts. (Xinhua)

❑     ❑     ❑

2 dead in Afghanistan road accident: Two passen-
gers lost their lives and fi ve others were injured when their 
vehicle veered off the road and fl ipped in western Afghani-
stan’s Herat province, the provincial hospital said in a state-
ment on Monday.

The mishap occurred Sunday evening along the Herat-
Islam Qala highway, after a passenger vehicle turned turtle 
due to reckless driving, killing two people on the spot and 
injuring fi ve others, according to the statement.

Earlier, three commuters were killed and one was injured 
when a car overturned due to the driver’s negligence in east-
ern Logar province on Friday.

Road accidents remain a leading cause of fatalities across 
Afghanistan, driven by poor road infrastructure, reckless 
driving, challenging terrain, and factors such as overload-
ing, dangerous overtaking, and excessive speed. (Xinhua)

Macron
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Boursa Kuwait general index falls 0.59%
KUWAIT CITY, Dec 1, (KUNA): Boursa 
Kuwait ended Monday’s trading session 
lower, with the general index dropping 
52.56 points, or 0.59 percent, to close at 
8,803.71 points.

Trading activity involved 316.60 million 
shares across 24,057 cash transactions, with a 

total value of KD 86.96 million (about USD 
265 million).

The main market index declined by 74.72 
points, or 0.90 percent, to settle at 8,242.16 
points. It recorded 171.35 million shares trad-
ed through 15,905 transactions, valued at KD 
34.32 million (around USD 140 million).

As part of its strong belief in collaborative efforts to ensure data protection and banking stability

NBK organizes a specialized course for Ministry of Interior staff
to deepen their understanding of the cybersecurity environment
KUWAIT CITY, Dec 1: As part of its ongoing efforts to 
enhance the cybersecurity environment and develop bank-
ing knowledge, National Bank of Kuwait organized a spe-
cialized training course for Ministry of Interior employees 
aimed at deepening their understanding of the cybersecurity 
environment and exchanging advanced experiences between 
the banking and security sectors.

This course is a confi rmation of the bank’s beliefthat cy-
bersecurity is a shared national responsibility that requires 
collaborative efforts between fi nancial institutions and se-
curity agencies to ensure data protection and enhance digital 
stability in Kuwait.

NBK is always committed to strengthening its collabo-
rations with the Ministry of Interior to combat fraud by 
exchangingexperiencesand learning about the latest fraud 
methods and common AI fraud patterns, which are signifi -
cant preemptive protection measures that also contribute to 
enhancing Kuwait’s ability to face advanced cybersecurity 
threats.

A Better Understanding of the Cybersecurity Environ-
ment

The program focused on deepening digital forensics 
knowledge in the banking environment, where Interior Min-
istry employees were trained on how to track and analyze 
the paths of electronically stolen funds, understand complex 
digital banking transaction records, and provide the neces-
sary digital evidence for security investigations with high 
effi ciency.

Moreover, the program included an in-depth review of 
the latest electronic fi nancial fraud techniques, including ad-
vanced phishing methods, bank impersonation attacks, and 
the fraudulent exploitation of loopholes in digital payment 
applications and online banking services.

The topics of the course also included combating money 
laundering and terrorist fi nancing through cryptocurrencies, 
where participants were provided with a comprehensive un-
derstanding of the mechanisms for using cryptocurrencies 
in illegal activities, and best practices for complying with 
international regulations to combat fi nancial crimes.

Furthermore, the course delved into cyber risk manage-
ment to ensure understanding the legal and regulatory frame-
work for cybersecurity in Kuwait and complying with local 
and international data protection standards, thus enhancing 
overall security governance.

Exchange of Experiences to Face Digital Challenges

On this occasion, Mr. Emad Al-Ablani, Group Chief Hu-
man Resources Offi cer at NBK, said: “These specialized 
courses are the epitome of our fruitful collaboration with 
the Ministry of Interior, as they refl ect our strong belief that 
confronting the growing cyber threats and building a safe 
digital future for Kuwait lies in the exchange of experiences 
between the fi nancial sector with its latest defense technolo-
gies and the security sector with its operational experience”. 

“At NBK, Al-Ablani added, “we strive to build national 
capabilities in the fi eld of cybersecurity, and we believe that 
investing in human resources is not limited to our employ-

ees alone but also includes our partners in the public sector. 
Through this specialized course, we aim to promote a com-
mon language and a deeper understanding of cyber challeng-
es, which will contribute to increasing the effi ciency of re-
sponse to digital risks and maintaining a nationwide strength 
of the cybersecurity infrastructure”.

Al-Ablanialso emphasized that the partnership between 
NBK and the Ministry of Interior represents a model of 
effective collaboration between the public and private sec-
tors, and a strategic step towards protecting Kuwait against 
cyber threats. Furthermore, NBK’s role is not limited to 

implementing the highest security standards within its own 
systems, but it is also keen to impart knowledge and raise na-
tionwide awareness and digital readiness to ensure the con-
tinuity of economic growth in a secure digital environment.

It is worthnoting that NBK strongly believes in the im-
portance of promoting fi nancial literacy and spreading bank-
ing awareness among different segments of society, and 
it’s keen to be an active partner in all initiatives aimed at 
building a fi nancially conscious and resilient society. This 
vision is refl ected through comprehensive awareness cam-
paigns, such as the “Let’s Be Aware” campaign, which aims 
to raise public awareness of the dangers of cybercrime and 
fi nancial fraud through the bank’s digital channels and social 
media platforms. The bank is also keen to expand its impact 
through effective community partnerships, including orga-
nizing seminars and workshops in collaboration with edu-
cational institutions and government agencies, to simplify 
fi nancial concepts and promote banking culture.

As part of its commitment to building specialized national 
capabilities, NBK also organizes advanced training courses 
for its employees in the areas of fraud and fi nancial crimes 
prevention and shares these experiences with its partners 
in the public sector, such as the Ministry of Interior, which 
contributes to raising the effi ciency of national professionals 
and enhancing digital readiness.

These initiatives underscore NBK’s commitment, as one 
of the largest fi nancial institutions in the region, to support-
ing society and the national economy, as well as contributing 
to building a safe and sustainable fi nancial environment that 
enhances the stability of the banking system in Kuwait.

Dec output set at 2.58m bpd

OPEC renews production 
framework through 2026

Kuwait commits to 
oil market stability
KUWAIT CITY, Dec 1, (KUNA): 
Kuwaiti Minister of Oil Tareq Al-
Roumi said Monday the State of Ku-
wait is committed to supporting the 
efforts aimed at strengthening global 
economic recovery and achieving oil 
market balance.

The minister made the state-
ment after leading Kuwait’s del-
egation participating in the 191st 
OPEC Ministerial Meeting, the 
63rd Joint Ministerial Monitoring 
Committee Meeting (JMMC), the 
40th OPEC+ Ministerial Meeting, 
and the meeting of the eight coun-
tries participating in the volun-
tary oil production cut agreement 
within the OPEC+ framework, the 
Ministry of Oil said in a press re-
lease.

The meetings were held via 
videoconference on Sunday, with 
the participation of an official 
delegation that included Kuwait’s 
Governor to OPEC Mohammad 
Al-Shatti and Kuwait’s National 
Representative to OPEC Sheikh 
Abdullah Sabah Salem Al-Hu-
moud Al-Sabah.

The minister underlined that co-
operation within the OPEC+ alli-
ance represents a fundamental pillar 
for achieving long-term stability in 
global energy markets.

He affi rmed that these meetings 
are conducted within the framework 
of supporting oil market stability and 
monitoring developments related to 
global economic performance, as 

well as the assurance of the continu-
ation of high level of coordination 
required among the countries par-
ticipating in the agreement.

Al-Roumi emphasized that the 
meeting of the eight countries re-
viewed the impacts of previous vol-
untary adjustments, which included 
implementing an increase in produc-
tion by 137,000 barrels per day for 
December 2025, as part of the total 
1.65 million barrels per day of ad-
ditional adjustments announced in 
April 2023.

It was also agreed to maintain pro-
duction levels for the three months 
of January, February, and March 
2026, with Kuwait’s production set 
to reach 2.580 million barrels per 
day starting December.

He praised the approval of the Par-
ticipating Countries to the mecha-
nism developed by the Secretariat to 
assess participating countries’ maxi-
mum sustainable production capac-
ity (MSC) to be used as reference for 
the 2027 production baselines for all 
DoC countries.

He also lauded the request of the 
40 OPEC+ Ministerial Meeting to 
the OPEC Secretariat to develop a 
plan and convert the framework of 
the Charter of Cooperation (CoC), 
signed on 2 July 2019, into pro-
grams to achieve the full objec-
tives of the CoC, as it was origi-
nally mandated, and present it to 
the 41st OPEC and non-OPEC 
Ministerial Meeting.

VIENNA, Dec 1, (KUNA): Mem-
bers and representatives of 40th 
OPEC and non-OPEC participants 
in the ministerial meeting affi rmed 
Sunday on their keenness to main-
tain a stable oil market.

In a statement, OPEC members 
and non-OPEC participants’ coun-
tries said in the Declaration of Coop-
eration (DoC) to achieve and sustain 
a stable oil market, the Participating 
Countries decided to reaffi rm the 
Framework of the Declaration of 
Cooperation, signed on 10 Decem-
ber 2016 and further endorsed in 
subsequent meetings.

Reaffi rm the level of overall crude 
oil production for OPEC and non-
OPEC Participating Countries in the 
DoC as agreed in the 38th OPEC and 
non-OPEC Ministerial Meeting until 
31 December 2026.

Reaffi rm the mandate of the Joint 
Ministerial Monitoring Committee 
(JMMC) to closely review global 
oil market conditions, oil production 
levels, and the level of conformity 
with the DoC, assisted by the OPEC 
Secretariat.

The JMMC meeting is to be held 
every two months.

Reaffi rm the JMMC’s authority 
to hold additional meetings, or to 
request an OPEC and non-OPEC 
Ministerial Meeting at any time 
to address market developments, 
whenever deemed necessary.

Reiterate the critical importance 
of adhering to full conformity and 
the compensation mechanism.

In reference to the decision of the 
39th ONOMM; mandating the OPEC 
Secretariat to develop a mechanism 
to assess participating countries’ 
maximum sustainable production ca-
pacity (MSC) to be used as reference 
for the 2027 production baselines for 
all DoC countries, the Participating 
Countries approved the mechanism 
developed by the Secretariat.

Reaffi rm the framework of the 
Charter of Cooperation (CoC), 
signed on 2 July 2019, and request 
the OPEC Secretariat to develop a 
plan and convert it into programs 
to achieve the full objectives of the 
CoC, as it was originally mandated, 
and present it to the 41st OPEC and 
non-OPEC Ministerial Meeting.

The members also decided to hold 
the 41st OPEC and non-OPEC Min-
isterial Meeting on 7 June 2026.

Recognized for innovative campaigns like Gulf Points and GB Talks

Gulf Bank awarded the Best Use of Social Media 
in Kuwait award from World Finance magazine

KUWAIT CITY, Dec 1: Gulf Bank 
has been named the Best Use of Social 
Media in Kuwait for 2025 by the glob-
al publication World Finance. This 
recognition refl ects the bank’s contin-
ued leadership in digital communica-
tion and its strategic focus on building 
meaningful connections with custom-
ers and the wider community through 
its social media presence.

World Finance is one of the lead-
ing international magazines based in 
the United Kingdom and is widely re-
spected for its coverage of the fi nance 
and business sectors. Its awards follow 
rigorous criteria that evaluate digital 
innovation, service excellence, and 
the ability to maintain effective com-
munication with customers. Receiving 
this recognition further affi rms Gulf 
Bank’s position as a trusted and for-
ward thinking fi nancial institution.

This achievement adds to a series 
of international and regional awards 
received in recent years. Gulf Bank 
was recently recognized by Global 
Finance as Best in Social Media Mar-
keting Services in Kuwait and Best in 
Social Media Marketing Services in 
the Middle East. The same organiza-
tion also named the bank Best Bank in 
Social Media Marketing and Services 
in 2024.

These accomplishments refl ect the 
bank’s strong commitment to transpar-

ent and continuous engagement with 
its shareholders, customers, and the 
broader community. Social media has 
evolved into an essential communica-
tion bridge that brings the bank closer 
to its audience. Gulf Bank uses these 
platforms to humanize the banking 
experience by offering timely updates, 
accessible information, and responsive 
customer care.

The award highlights that Gulf 
Bank’s digital transformation journey 
extends across all services, products, 
and community initiatives. The bank 

aims to strengthen trust and build long 
term relationships with customers 
through open communication, proac-
tive interaction, and consistent deliv-
ery of high quality content.

Gulf Bank has successfully trans-
formed its social media channels into 
infl uential platforms for community 
engagement, service announcements, 
customer support, and the publication 
of bank related news. The integration 
of content published on the offi cial 
website with its various digital chan-
nels has helped broaden reach, rein-

force transparency, and deepen cus-
tomer loyalty.

The bank continues to invest in 
providing exceptional customer ser-
vice whether through its branches, its 
mobile application, or its social media 
channels which now serve as essential 
touchpoints for service delivery, prod-
uct promotion, and dialogue with the 
community.

The Gulf Bank Contact Center has 
also undergone signifi cant upgrades 
in recent years. The center now uses 
advanced automated response tech-
nologies and is regarded as one of the 
fastest in the banking sector, with calls 
answered within twenty seconds.

Gulf Bank remains committed to 
elevating the customer experience 
through social media by developing 
a specialized team trained in written 
communication and digital engage-
ment. This team plays a vital role in 
understanding customer needs, ad-
dressing challenges, and maintaining 
an active and responsive presence 
across all platforms.

The bank views this award as fur-
ther motivation to continue enhancing 
its digital communication strategy, 
introducing more innovative content, 
and maintaining swift and high quality 
customer service in line with the rapid 
progress of digital banking in Kuwait 
and the region.

Al-Ablani with the participants in the training program.

Al-Ablani: The exchange of experiences be-
tween the financial and security sectors is es-
sential in addressing the growing cyber threats.
■ We strive to build national capabilities in cy-
bersecurity
■ This course aims to enhance participants’ 
ability to understand and analyze cyber threats 
and improve the speed and effectiveness of 
their response.
■ The partnership with the Ministry of Interior is 
an example of effective collaborations between 
the public and private sectors.

Crown Prince emphasizes green innovation at COP29

KPC advances ESG and energy transformation initiatives
By Najeh Bilal

Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Dec 1: Deputy Managing Director 
for Sustainability at Kuwait Petroleum Corporation 
(KPC) Abdullah Al-Ayyar affi rmed that Kuwait is 
taking bold decisive steps toward a future that bal-
ances energy security with environmental protection.

Speaking at the opening of the First Kuwait Sus-
tainable Environmental and Social Governance Sum-
mit, held under the patronage of Minister of Oil Tariq 
Sulaiman Al-Roumi, Al-Ayyar emphasized that KPC 
is fully committed to environmental, social, and gov-
ernance (ESG) principles, which are deeply integrat-
ed into its strategy and operations and aligned with 
the New Kuwait 2035 vision.

He highlighted KPC’s key environmental achieve-
ments under its energy transformation strategy, not-
ing accelerated efforts to reduce fl aring and methane 
emissions. Al-Ayyar explained that the corporation 
continues to implement projects aimed at lowering 
its carbon footprint. Its environmental initiatives also 
extend beyond greenhouse gas management, includ-
ing a comprehensive water management program de-
signed to reduce consumption.

KPC is advancing additional projects within its en-
ergy transformation framework, including renewable 
energy, carbon capture and utilization, afforestation, 
biofuels, and electric vehicle charging stations.

The Chairman of the Conference Organizing Com-
mittee Yousef Shamouh highlighted in his speech that 
the summit seeks to bring together leaders and decision-
makers from the government, industrial and private 
sectors, academic institutions, the fi nancial sector, and 
non-profi t civil society organizations to accelerate the 
transition to clean energy and sustainable development 
in the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) countries.

He also referenced His Highness the Crown Prince 
Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah’s speech to 
world leaders at COP29, underscoring Kuwait’s fi rm 
commitment to tackling climate change. The Crown 

Prince emphasized the need for an ambitious roadmap 
toward a low-carbon economy, promoting renewable 
energy and green innovation, and embedding sustain-
ability principles at the core of the nation’s strategy.

The Crown Prince’s speech highlighted Kuwait’s 
unwavering commitment to combating climate 
change and the importance of implementing an am-
bitious roadmap for transitioning to a low-carbon 
economy, promoting renewable energy and green in-
novation, and embedding sustainability principles at 
the core of the national strategy. 

He stressed that several government entities have 
launched ambitious environmental projects aimed at 
reducing emissions and enhancing energy effi ciency. 
Among the most notable is the Shagaya Concentrated 
Solar Power Plant in western Kuwait, spanning 250 
hectares with an annual capacity of 180 gigawatt-
hours. This project is expected to prevent the emis-
sion of 81,000 tons of carbon dioxide each year. 

Another signifi cant initiative is the Umm Al-Hay-
man Wastewater Treatment Plant, one of the largest 
facilities of its kind in the Middle East.

Implemented as a public-private partnership, the 
plant is designed to treat wastewater for half of the 

country, serving around two million people. With 
an initial capacity of 500,000 cubic meters per day, 
expandable to 700,000 cubic meters per day in the 
future, the facility aims to improve infrastructure, 
protect the environment, and provide treated water 
for irrigating green spaces.

Meanwhile, Secretary-General of the conference Ja-
mal Al-Loughani affi rmed that the oil and gas industry 
faces growing challenges that began at the start of the 
21st century and intensifi ed following the signing of the 
Paris Agreement on Climate Change, which calls for a 
transition to carbon-free energy by 2050.

He noted that estimates project global energy de-
mand to reach 378 million barrels of oil equivalent 
per day by 2050, with renewable energy accounting 
for 14 percent and oil and gas representing 54 percent 
of the energy mix. While the transition to renewable 
energy is critical, Al-Loughani stressed that contin-
ued investment in the oil and gas sector is essential, 
provided it operates within a sustainable framework 
that prioritizes environmental protection.

These investments will undoubtedly help stabilize 
energy prices, while allocating a portion toward de-
veloping new production and refi ning technologies 
can boost productivity and reduce costs.

It is important to note that oil and gas revenues are 
a primary source of government income in many pro-
ducing and exporting countries.

Al-Loughani commended Kuwait’s efforts to update 
its renewable energy targets and enhance energy effi -
ciency strategies, highlighting the country’s signifi cant 
role in the global transition toward a carbon-free future.

He emphasized Kuwait’s ongoing commitment to 
sustainability and renewable energy, noting its plans 
to increase the share of renewable energy in its pro-
duction capacity from 15 percent to 30 percent by 
2030 and to 50 percent by 2050.

These targets are part of the strategy set forth by 
the Ministry of Electricity, Water, and Renewable 
Energy, as announced by the Minister of Electricity, 
Water, and Renewable Energy.

Photo by Mohammed Morsi
Jamal Al-Loughani, Secretary-General of 

OAPEC
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KUWAIT CITY, Dec 1: The Arab Investment & Export Credit Guaran-
tee Corporation (Dhaman) revealed that the value of Arab gross domestic 
product (GDP) rose by 1.7% to hit roughly $3.8 trillion in 2025 despite 
regional geopolitical challenges, with its geographical concentration 
continuing in Saudi Arabia, UAE, Egypt, Algeria and Iraq with a share 
of nearly 73% of the region’s total.

In a press release on the occasion of the issuance of its fourth quar-
terly bulletin “Dhaman Al-Istithmar” for 2025, the Corporation ex-
plained that Arab economic performance forecasts were generally 
positive for 2026, with an expected rise of 5.6% the value of Arab 
GDP to around $4 trillion, driven by a potential growth of the GDP in 
19 Arab countries, including eight oil economies that contribute over 
70% of the Arab GDP. This comes amidst guarded optimism that the 
region’s unrest and conflicts are set to ease, the economic situation 
to improve, and benefits of structural reforms and merchandise and 
service exports to rise.

The Corporation said that IMF forecasts show that Arab economic per-
formance indicators were generally mixed during 2025 due to declining 
global oil prices, continued geopolitical risks in the region and mounting 
economic and social risks, which mainly came as follows:

■ The value of the Arab GDP, according to purchasing power parity, 
surged by 6.1% to exceed $9.8 trillion, and is expected to keep rising to 
exceed $10 trillion in 2026.

■ A slight decline in the GDP per capita in Arab countries by 0.3% 
down to $7,806 during 2025, compared to a 4% hike, according to pur-
chasing power parity, to exceed $20,000 amid the continued large dispar-
ity between oil-producing countries and lower-income ones.

■ The region’s average unemployment rate edged down to 9.4% dur-
ing 2025, driven by a drop in unemployment rates in all countries of the 
region amid forecasts that it will continue to fall to 9.2% in 2026.

■ In conjunction with the fall in infl ation rates in 16 Arab countries 
during 2025, the average consumer price infl ation rate in the Arab region 
declined to around 10.3% in 2025. It is likely to keep falling to reach 
8.1% in 2026.

■ The average annual exchange rate of 7Arab currenciesof Tunisia, 
Qatar, the UAE, Morocco, Algeria, Djibouti and Syria improved against 
the US dollar during 2025, while the currencies of six countries remained 
stable and seven other Arab currencies declined against the dollar during 

the same year.
■ The combined virtual deficit of Arab budgets shot up by 53% to 

hit roughly $95 billion in 2025, making up 2.5% of the Arab GDP, 
affected by a 13% drop in the average global oil prices down to $69 
per barrel during 2025. This deficit is likely to fall slightly to $94.5 
billion in 2026.

■ Total investments’ value in 14 Arab countries went up by 5.2% to 
reach around $864 billion in 2025, accounting for 27.3% of the GDP 
of those countries amid expectations that these investments will rise by 
5.4% to exceed $910 billion in 2026.

■ Arab performance dropped in view of debt indicators, as the ratio 
of government debt to GDP edged up to 46.2% in 2025, and is expected 
to continue to exceed 47% in 2026. The ratio of Arab external debt also 
shot up to about 54.6% of Arab GDP during 2025, while it is expected to 
go up slightly to hit 54.7% of Arab GDP in 2026.

■ The Arab current account surplus shot down by 47% to $63 billion 
in 2025, representing 1.7% of the Arab GDP. It is expected to nosedive to 
$41.5 billion, making up only 1% of the Arab GDP in 2026.

■ Arab foreign exchange reserves rose by 3.4% to roughly $1.2 tril-
lion, which is enough to cover Arab merchandise and service imports for 
about 5.6 months as an annual average. These reserves are projected to 
rise by 2.5% in 2026 and import coverage months will increase slightly 
to 5.7 months during the same year.

Based in Kuwait, the Arab Investment & Export Credit Guarantee 
Corporation (Dhaman) was established in 1974 as a multilateral insti-
tution that comprises all Arab countries and four joint Arab financial 
institutions. It provides specialized insurance services against credit 
and political risks with a view to facilitating the inflow of foreign 
direct investments into Arab countries and promoting Arab exports 
and imports.

Geographical concentration of Arab GDP continued in Saudi, UAE, Egypt, Algeria & Iraq with a share of 73% of the total

Dhaman: Arab GDP is projected to hit $4 trillion in 2026

Oil slump and EM pressure hit GCC stocks

GCC index sees biggest fall in more than 3 years as most markets decline
By KAMCO Invest

After seeing two consecutive months of gains, GCC 
equity index declined during November-2025 led 

by a broad-based weakness in most GCC markets. The 
decline refl ected pressure on global emerging market 
indices even as the US market witnessed a sharp re-
covery from a steep decline during the third week of 
the month that was due to fears of expensive valuation 
of stocks in the Technology sector. The recovery dur-
ing the last week of the month refl ected hopes of a rate 
cut during December-2025. The performance of GCC 
markets was also affected by the continuous fall in 
crude oil prices that declined for the fourth consecutive 
month during November-2025 to reach USD 63.2/b.

The MSCI GCC index declined by 6.9% during the 
month, the biggest fall in more than three years since 
September-2022. Out of the seven GCC exchang-
es, only Muscat exchange managed to eke out gains 
during the month at 1.7% while the rest of the GCC 
benchmarks declined. Saudi Arabia witnessed the big-
gest decline during the month at 9.1% after all sector 
indices in the Kingdom closed the month with a de-
cline pushing the TASI to the lowest level since mid-
September-2025. Dubai and Abu Dhabi were next with 
declines of 3.7% and 3.5%, respectively, followed by 
Qatar with a monthly slide of 3.1%. In terms of YTD-
2025, the MSCI GCC index is now fl at since the start 
of the year refl ecting a sharp decline in the Saudi mar-
ket at -12.0%.

The monthly sector performance chart for the GCC 
also showed broad-based declines during the month 
with all the sectors in the red. The Consumer Durable 
& Apparel sector saw the steepest decline of 13.7% 
followed by double digit declines of over 10% for 
Healthcare, Hotels & Leisure and the Insurance In-
dices. Large-cap sectors like Banks and Materials 
showed mid-single digit declines while Energy index 
was down by 4.0%.

Boursa Kuwait
Kuwaiti benchmarks receded during Novem-

ber-2025 following a broad-based decline that affected 
most sectors on the exchange. In terms of market seg-
ments, the Main 50 Index witnessed the biggest month-
ly decline of 4.7% as the performance of constituent 
stocks in the index skewed downwards. The Main 
Market Index and the All-Share Market Index report-
ed monthly declines of 4.2% and 1.9% respectively, 
while the Premier Market Index witnessed a relatively 
smaller decline of 1.4% during the month. In terms of 
YTD-2025 performance, all the market segments con-
tinue to remain in the green with the Main 50 Index up 
by 24.0% followed by a 20.3% gain for the Premier 
Market Index. The Main Market Index was up 20.4% 
while the All-Share Market advanced by 20.3% during 
the month, making Kuwait the second-best performing 
markets in the GCC.

The sector performance chart highlighted the broad-
based declines in the market with merely fi ve sectors 
witnessing gains. The gainer’s side was topped by the 
Consumer Staples index with a double-digit gain of 
21.4% followed by Insurance and Health Care with 
gains of 1.8% and 1.5%, respectively. On the other 
hand, the Technology index registered the biggest fall 
of 19.0%, followed by the Utilities and Energy indices 
with declines of 7.7% and 5.6%, respectively. Gains in 
the Consumer Staples sector were mainly led by 23.8% 
surge in shares of Mezzan Holding Co. while gains 
of 7.6% and 1.5% in shares of Gulf Insurance Group 
and Kuwait Reinsurance Co. supported the Insurance 
index. The decline in the Technology index refl ected 
the fall in the shares of its sole constituent Automated 
Systems Co. Large-cap indices like Banking declined 
after shares of most banks dropped indicating seasonal 
weakness and profi t booking on elevated prices. Gains 
for the Consumer Discretionary sector was mainly led 
by double-digit gains in shares of Jazeera Airways Co., 
Kuwait National Cinema Co. In the Telecom sector, 
shares of two out of the four constituents dropped dur-
ing the month with shares of Zain and Ooredoo declin-
ing by 1.9% and 2.2%, respectively.

In terms of monthly stock performance, Ekttitab 
Holding Co. topped with a gain of 63.9% followed 
by Hayat Communications Co. and Tamdeen Invest-
ment Co. with gains of 42.2% and 37.8%, respective-
ly. On the decliner’s side, Real Estate Trade Centers 
Co. topped with a decline of 47.8% followed by Arab 
Real Estate Co. and Kuwait & Gulf Link Transport 
Co. with declines of 33.9% and 28.7%, respectively. 
In terms of trading activity, there was a decline during 
the month as compared to the previous month. Total 
volume of shares traded during November-2025 de-
creased by 38.1% to 10.0 Bn shares as compared to 
16.2 Bn shares during October-2025. Value traded also 
declined by 36.0% to reach KWD 2.1 Bn during No-
vember-2025 as compared to KWD 3.3 Bn during the 
previous month.

Saudi Arabia (Tadawul)
After seeing two consecutive months of gains, the 

Saudi Exchange reported the steepest monthly decline 

in the GCC during November-2025. The benchmark 
peaked at a closing high of 11,655.9 points at the begin-
ning of the month but mostly trended downwards dur-
ing the rest of the month to close with a decline of 9.1% 
at 10,590.9 points. The decline was driven primarily by 
a sharp drop in oil prices, along with mixed corporate 
earnings performance. The decline in November-2025 
pushed the benchmark in the red in terms of YTD-2025 
performance that reached -12.0%, the biggest decline 
in the GCC. During the month, the primary IPO market 
remained active with three offerings that included CGS 
Holding, Al Masar Al Shamil Education and Cherry 
Trading Co. In addition, Qomel Co. moved from the 
Nomu-Parallel Market to the Main Market (TASI), 
completing the transition on 26-November-2025.

The sector performance chart also highlighted the 
broad-based decline in the market during the month. 
The Utilities index witnessed the steepest decline of 
18.2% after most of the constituents of the index re-
ported declines. The Consumer Services, Software 
& Services indices were next with declines of 16.2% 
and 14.8%, respectively. In the Energy sector, shares 
of Aramco declined by 5.3% during the month. Saudi 
Aramco announced a base dividend of SAR 0.327 per 
share, amounting to a total of SAR 79.30 Bn for Q3-
2025. Large-cap sectors like Banks declined by 7.9%. 
In the banking sector, all the listed banks reported de-
clines during the month. Large-cap banks like Al Rajhi 
Bank declined by 8.4%, while shares of Bank Albilad 
and Arab National Bank dropped by 12.1% and 8.3%, 
respectively. The Telecom Sector was dragged down 
by losses in all the constituent stocks including Zain 
KSA (-8.6%), Saudi Telecom Co. (-5.9%) and Etihad 
Etisalat Co. (-8.7%). In the Utilities sector, most of 
the constituent stocks declined with shares of ACWA 
Power Co. and Miahona Co. leading with declines of 
20.6% and 17.3%, respectively, during November- 
2025.

The monthly gainer’s chart was topped by Retal Ur-
ban Development Co. with a gain of 4.1% followed 
by Al-Babtain Power and Telecommunication Co. and 
Almasane Alkobra Mining Co. with gains of 3.7% and 
3.3%, respectively. On the decliner’s side, Alkhaleej 
Training and Education Co. topped with a decline 
of 29.5% followed by Saudi Industrial Development 
Co. and Al Rajhi Co for Co-operative Insurance with 
declines of 28.4% and 27.9%, respectively. Trading 
activity on the exchange declined during Novem-
ber-2025. Monthly volume of shares traded declined 
by 32.6% to reach 4.1 Bn shares compared to 6.1 Bn 
in October- 2025. Monthly value of shares traded also 
declined by 29.2% to reach SAR 86.4 Bn compared to 
121.9 Bn in the previous month.

In economic news, Moody’s has forecasted strong 
growth for Saudi Arabia in the coming years, supported 
by robust non-oil activity and the gradual unwinding of 
OPEC+ production cuts. The agency, which rates the 
Kingdom at Aa3, cited solid economic fundamentals 
and substantial hydrocarbon reserves, and expects non-
oil growth of 4.5% to 5.5% annually as major projects 
advance and private consumption remains fi rm. Real 
GDP is projected to rise 4% in 2025 and 4.5% in 2026, 
aligning with government estimates. Separately, Saudi 
Arabia’s Purchasing Managers’ Index climbed to 60.2 
in November its second highest level in over a decade 
indicating continued strong expansion in the non-oil 
business sector.

Abu Dhabi Securities Exchange
The FTSE ADX Index recorded a 3.5% decline in 

November-2025 to close the month at 9,747.17 points. 
Consequently, the Index’s YTD performance has now 
fallen to a gain of 3.5% by the end of the month. Sec-
toral performance across the exchange was predomi-
nantly negative, with nine of the ten sectors registering 
losses, while the remaining sector recorded a marginal 
gain. The FTSE ADX Index’s overall decline was 
primarily driven by negative movements in its heavy-
weighted sectors, most notably Financials (-2.2%), 
Telecommunications (-7.5%), and Real Estate (-8.8%). 
Within the Financials sector, several constituent banks 
realized signifi cant share price corrections, including 
First Abu Dhabi Bank (-9.2%) and Commercial Bank 
International (-6.4%). Equally, pronounced declines in 
sectors such as Basic Materials (-1.3%) and Healthcare 

(-9.7%) contributed to the overall downward pressure 
on the FTSE ADX Index during November-2025.

Regarding monthly stock performance, Oman & 
Emirates Investment Holding Company led the gain-
ers for November-2025, recording a 26.3% share price 
increase. It was followed by Eshraq Investments and 
Alef Educations, which posted gains of 18.5% and 
14.6%, respectively. Eshraq Investments recently dis-
closed that Inventive Investment Holding Limited, one 
of its largest shareholders, sold its entire shareholding 
position of 564,568440 shares, representing 21.02% 
of the company’s total share capital. On the decliners’ 
side, Phoenix Group registered the sharpest loss, with 
its share price plunging 18.5% during November-2025. 
This was followed by Presight AI and Americana Res-
taurants which posted declines of 17.7% and 17.2%, 
respectively.

Trading activity on the exchange was mixed in No-
vember-2025. The total volume of shares traded in-
creased by 2.2%, reaching 6.4 Bn shares compared to 
6.2 Bn shares in October-2025. Conversely, the total 
value of traded shares declined by 2.3%, amounting 
to AED 25.9 Bn, down from AED 26.5 Bn the prior 
month. Eshraq Investments P.J.S.C emerged as the 
most active stock by volume, with 1.2 Bn shares ex-
changed, followed by Abu Dhabi National Hotels Co. 
and ADNOC Gas, which recorded 0.84 Bn and 538.1 
Mn shares, respectively. By traded value, International 
Holdings Company PJSC led with AED 4.1 Bn, fol-
lowed by Al Dar Properties Co. and ADNOC Logistisc 
& Services at AED 2.5 Bn and AED 2.2 Bn, respec-
tively. According to reports, International Holdings 
Company aims to invest USD 24 Bn in the next nine 
months mainly in mining, energy and industrial ven-
tures.

In terms of economic news, Abu Dhabi City’s real 
estate market regained momentum in Q3-2025, achiev-
ing its highest level of residential unit sales transac-
tions on record, according to cavendishmaxwell.com. 
Favorable economic conditions in the Emirate sup-
ported this growth, including upward revisions to the 
UAE real GDP, now forecasted at 4.9%, and Abu Dha-
bi’s real GDP, projected at 6%. Off-plan sales jumped 
106.5% y-o-y to reach over 4,700 transactions during 
Q3-2025, while ready-made home sales witnessed a 
31.9% y-o-y increase, elevating total residential sales 
to AED 20.5 Bn for the quarter. Furthermore, apart-
ment prices increased by 14.8% y-o-y during Q3-2025, 
while villa prices witnessed an 11.8% uptick. The IMF 
projects Abu Dhabi’s economy to grow by 6%, sup-
ported by increased oil production as OPEC+ eases its 
previously enacted supply cuts and by robust activity 
in the Real Estate Sector.

Dubai Financial Market
The DFM General Index witnessed the second-big-

gest monthly decline in the GCC in November-2025 
at -3.7% to close at 5,836.9 points, following a 3.8% 
gain in October-2025. This monthly decline moderated 
the YTD-2025 index return to 13.1%, which remains 
the third-highest in the GCC for this year. Sectoral 
performance for the month was skewed toward declin-
ers, with six out of the eight sectoral indices posting 
declines, while the remaining two indices recorded in-
creases. The monthly losses of heavily weighted sector 
indices, specifi cally the Financials Index (-5.9%) and 
the Real Estate Index (-3.8%), were instrumental in 
driving the overall slump of the General Index. Large-
weight banks, including Emirates NBD (-13.2%) and 
Commercial Bank of Dubai (-4.0%), underpinned the 
aggregate fall of both the Financials Index and the 
General Index. Within the Real Estate Index, fi ve out 
of the seven constituent companies recorded declines 
during November-2025. On the gainers side, Com-
munications Services topped with a marginal gain of 
0.6% followed by another marginal gain of 0.2% for 
the Materials index.

According to Bloomberg’s monthly stock perfor-
mance data, Ekttitab Holding Company headed the 
list of top gainers in November-2025, with a gain of 
80.3%. It was followed by Al Firdous Holdings and 
Ithmaar Holding, which posted advances of 37.2% and 
29.8%, respectively. On the monthly decliners’ side, 
Gulf Navigation Holding recorded the sharpest fall, 
with a 38.9% drop, followed by Aramex and Emirates 

NBD, which reported declines of 13.5% and 13.2%, re-
spectively, during the month. Gulf Navigation Holding 
recently announced that it has successfully completed 
the long-expected acquisition of all assets of Brooge 
Energy Limited and its operating subsidiaries. The 
decline in shares of Emirates NBD came after reports 
showed that the bank has agreed to invest USD 3.05 
Bn for a 60% stake in India’s RBL Bank. RBL Bank 
currently has an estimated 15 million customers, a net-
work of 564 branches and 1347 business correspondent 
branches as well as 415 ATMS.

Trading activity on the exchange was mixed during 
November-2025. The total volume of shares traded 
on the DFM exchange increased strongly by 65.0%, 
reaching 6.5 Bn shares versus 3.9 Bn shares in Octo-
ber-2025. The total value of shares traded declined by 
3.6%, amounting to AED 12.5 Bn in November-2025 
versus AED 12.9 Bn in October-2025. Ithmaar Hold-
ing topped the monthly trading volume chart with 1.3 
Bn shares exchanged, followed by Drake & Scull Inter-
national and TALABAT Holding PLC with volumes 
of 1.0 Bn and 0.8 Bn shares, respectively. In terms of 
traded value, Emaar Properties led with AED 3.7 Bn 
worth of shares changing hands during the month, fol-
lowed by Emirates NBD and Dubai Islamic Bank at 
AED 0.97 Bn and AED 0.93 Bn, respectively.

In economic news, Dubai’s economy maintained its 
strong upward trajectory during the fi rst half of 2025, 
growing 4.4% to reach AED 241 Bn, with Q2-2025 
GDP increasing 4.7% to AED 122 Bn, according to 
offi cial government numbers. The robust performance 
was attributed to strong results across vital sectors that 
form the bedrock of Dubai’s sustainable economic re-
silience and growth.

Qatar Exchange
The Qatar Stock Exchange reported decline for the 

fourth consecutive month during November-2025, reg-
istering the fourth biggest monthly decline in the GCC 
during the month. The headline DSM index rose early 
in the month to 11,058.92 points on 6-November-2025 
driven by foreign institutional buying, but declined 
during the remainder of the month to close at 10,615.1 
points, registering a decline of 3.1%. The Qatar All 
Share Index also reported a monthly decline of 2.9% 
and closed at 3,991.4 points. The decline in Novem-
ber-2025 lowered the QE 20 Index’s YTD-2025 gain 
to 0.4%, while the Qatar All Share Index posted a gain 
of 5.7%.

In terms of sectoral performance, the picture was 
skewed towards decliners after six out of the seven sec-
tor indices recorded declines during November-2025. 
On the gainers side, the Insurance sector topped with a 
marginal gain of 0.9%. The Real Estate sector posted 
the biggest decline among the sectoral indices at 4.5% 
to close the month at 1,500.7 points. The Industrials In-
dex and the Telecoms index followed with declines of 
4.3% and 3.9%, respectively. Most of the constituents 
of the Industrials sector declined during the month with 
Mannai Corp and Gulf International Services leading 
the declines with 12.1% and 11.7%, respectively. Dur-
ing the month, both the constituents in Telecoms sec-
tor, Ooredoo and Vodafone Qatar, reported declines of 
5.0% and 0.3%, respectively. The decline in shares of 
Ooredoo came after Abu Dhabi Investment Authority 
(ADIA) sold half of its 10% stake in the telco through 
a secondary global offering, involving over 160 Mn 
shares, thereby increasing Ooredoo’s publicly traded 
shares on the Qatar Stock Exchange from 22% to 27%. 
Following the sale, ADIA retains a 4.99% stake in 
Ooredoo. In the Banking sector, shares of most of the 
listed banks reported declines during the month. Large-
cap banks like Qatar National Bank declined by 3.1% 
while shares of Doha Bank gained 6.8%. The decline 
in the Consumer Goods & Services Sector was led by 
the fall of Widam Food Co. by (-26.2%), followed by 
Qatar Cinema & Film Distribution (-6.0), whereas 
MEEZA QSTP posted a marginal gain of 0.1%.

Trading activity on the exchange was mixed dur-
ing the month. Total volume of shares traded during 
the month declining by 2.1% to reach 2.59 Bn shares 
as compared to 2.65 Bn shares in the previous month. 
Whereas, value traded increased by 13.5% to reach 
QAR 8.0 Bn in November-2025 as compared to QAR 
7.1 Bn in October-2025. Baladna topped the monthly 
volume chart with 484.4 Mn shares traded during the 
month followed by Al Rayan Bank and Ezdan Hold-
ing Group QSC with 194.9Mn and 153.4Mn shares, 
respectively. On the monthly value traded chart, QNB 
topped with QAR 1.02 Bn worth of shares changing 
hands during the month followed by Ooredoo QPSC 
and Baladna with QAR 991.3 Mn and QAR 675.3 Mn 
worth of trades, respectively.

In terms of economic news, during Q3-2025 Qatar 
posted a budget defi cit of QAR 1.4 Bn (USD 373 Mn) 
fi nanced through debt instruments. Total revenue fell 
4% y-o-y to QAR 49.2 Bn, while expenditure totaled 
QAR 50.6 Bn, slightly lower than last year, with an av-
erage oil prices of USD 68 per barrel. The country also 
experienced a defi cit in Q2-2025 due to rising public 
spending and lower oil revenue.



BUSINESS
ARAB TIMES, TUESDAY, DECEMBER 2, 2025

10

Cyber Monday expected to reach
record $14.2 bln in US online sales

Mobile shopping dominates

NEW YORK, Dec 1, (AP): Deals pro-
moted as some of the best of the holi-
day season are expected to keep peo-
ple across the United States glued to 
their computers and smartphones as 
the post-Thanksgiving shopping mar-
athon wraps up on Cyber Monday. 

It’s no secret that buying things online is now 
a staple of many people’s everyday routines. 
And year after year, those purchases mount 
during the gift-giving holiday rush. Experts ex-
pect consumers to drive record Cyber Monday 
spending this year, even amid wider economic 
uncertainty.

Adobe Analytics estimates that U.S. shoppers 
will spend $14.2 billion online Monday, or 6.3% 
more than in 2024. Spending is expected to peak 
between the hours of 8 p.m. and 10 p.m. local time, 
when the firm expects $16 million to pass through 
online shopping carts every minute nationwide.

U.S. consumers already spent $11.8 billion on-
line for Black Friday, $6.4 billion on Thanksgiving 
Day and another $11.8 billion over the weekend 
- exceeding Adobe’s forecasts. Purchases made 
across Cyber Week - the five major shopping days 
between Thanksgiving and Cyber Monday - pro-
vides a strong indication of how much shoppers are 
willing to spend for the holidays. 

“Cyber Week is off to a strong start,” Vivek Pan-
dya, lead analyst at Adobe Digital Insights, said. 
“Discounts are set to remain elevated through Cy-
ber Monday, which we expect will remain the big-
gest online shopping day of the season and year.”

Deals on electronics and apparel are poised to 
peak Monday at 30% and 26% off average listed 
prices, per Adobe’s latest estimates. But other cat-

egories will still continue to see deep discounts - 
including toys, which Adobe expects to reach 27% 
off listed prices.

Meanwhile, software company Salesforce - 
which tracks digital spending from a range of re-
tailers, including grocers - estimates Cyber Mon-
day’s online sales will total $13.4 billion in the 
U.S. and $53.7 billion globally.

While the amount of money going into online 
shopping carts is expected to reach new heights 
Monday, rising retail prices also may contribute 
to any record sales figures that materialize. Con-
sumers may be buying fewer total items. Experts 
say tighter budgets are causing many to shop with 
more precision than in years past - such as focusing 
on a few “big ticket” purchases, for example, and 
spreading out what they buy over days of promo-
tions in hopes of getting the most bang for their 
buck.

Businesses and households have watched anx-
iously for financial impacts from U.S. President 
Donald Trump’s tariffs on foreign imports. Work-
ers in both the public and private sectors are also 
struggling with anxieties over job security amid 
both corporate layoffs and the after-effects of the 
43-day government shutdown.

For the November-December holiday season 
overall, the National Retail Federation estimates 
that U.S. shoppers will spend more than $1 trillion 
for the first time this year. But the rate of growth is 
slowing - with an anticipated increase of 3.7% to 
4.2% year over year, compared to 4.3% during last 
year’s holiday season.

At the same time, credit card debt and delin-
quencies on other short-term loans have been ris-
ing. More and more shoppers are turning to “buy 
now, pay later” plans, which allow them to delay 
payments on holiday decor, gifts and other items. 

Buy now, pay later loans are expected to drive 
$20.2 billion in online spending this holiday sea-
son, according to Adobe, up 11% from last year. 
The firm predicted that buy now, pay later loans 
would pass a new $1 billion milestone on Cyber 
Monday, the vast majority involving purchases 
made on mobile devices.

Overall, mobile devices have become the domi-
nant shopping platform consumers are turning 
to for the holidays. Adobe expects smartphones, 
wearable tech and other handheld electronics to 
account for 58% of online spending this season.

Five years ago, a majority of online purchases 
were made on desktops.

Shopping services powered by artificial intel-
ligence are also expected to play a role in what 
consumers choose to buy. For Black Friday, Sales-
force estimated that AI asssitants and digital agents 
contributed to $14.2 billion of the total $79 billion 
it said was spent online worldwide.

Across the holiday season, “hot sellers” will 
include gaming consoles such as the Nintendo 
Switch 2 and toys-turned-fashion statements like 
Labubu Dolls, Adobe said. The analystics firm an-
ticipates the newest editions of popular consumer 
electronics - including the iPhone 17, Google Pixel 
10 and Samsung Galaxy S25 - will also see high 
demand. 

To many, Cyber Monday is billed as the “last 
call” to take advantage of the deepest discounts in 
the days following Thanksgiving. But its reach has 
grown over the years.

Cyber Monday is two decades old now, dating 
back to when the National Retail Federation first 
coined the term in 2005. Today, sales continue to 
bubble up throughout the week - riding on the hype 
that the industry has built to fuel consumer spend-
ing.

Here’s why everyone’s talking 
about a ‘K-shaped’ economy
WASHINGTON, Dec 1, (AP): 
From corporate executives to 
Wall Street analysts to Federal 
Reserve officials, references to 
the “K-shaped economy” are 
rapidly proliferating.

So what does it mean? Simply 
put, the upper part of the K re-
fers to higher-income Americans 
seeing their incomes and wealth 
rise while the bottom part points 
to lower-income households 
struggling with weaker income 
gains and steep prices. 

A big reason the term is pop-
ping up so often is that it helps 
explain an unusually muddy 
and convoluted period for the 
U.S. economy. Growth ap-
pears solid, yet hiring is slug-
gish and the unemployment 
rate has ticked up. Overall con-
sumer spending is still rising, 
but Americans are less con-
fident. AI-related data center 
construction is soaring while 
factories are laying off workers 
and home sales are weak. And 
the stock market still hovers 
near record highs even as wage 
growth is slowing.

It also captures ongoing con-
cerns around affordability, 
which is much more of a concern 
for middle and lower-income 
households. Persistent inflation 
has received renewed political 
attention after voter anger over 
costly rents, groceries, and im-
ported goods helped Democrats 
win several high-profile elec-
tions last month. 

“Those at the bottom are 
living with the cumulative im-
pacts of price inflation,” said 
Peter Atwater, an economics 
professor at William & Mary 
in Virginia. “At the same time, 
those at the top are benefiting 
from the cumulative impact of 
asset inflation.” 

Here are some things to know 
about the K-shaped economy: 

Atwater actually popularized 
the label “K-shaped economy” 
during the pandemic after see-
ing it crop up on social media. 
Other economists were discuss-
ing different letters to describe 
how the COVID recession in 
2020 could play out: Would it be 
a V-shaped recovery, meaning 
a sharp decline and then rapid 
bounce-back? Or would it be U-
shaped, meaning a more gradual 
rebound? Or, worse, L-shaped: 
A recession followed by extend-
ed stagnation. 

“There was sort of this land-
grab for letters,” Atwater said. 
“To me the letter that made the 
most sense was K.” 

Back then, it captured the 
differing fortunes between 
white-collar professionals still 
employed and working at home 
while stock prices rose, even 
as massive layoffs at factories, 
restaurants, and entertainment 
venues pushed unemployment to 
nearly 15%. 

Inequality was somewhat re-
versed in the aftermath of the 
pandemic, when businesses of-
fered large raises for blue col-
lar workers as the economy 
reopened and demand surged. 
Many companies - restaurants, 
hotels, entertainment venues - 
were caught short-staffed and 
sought to rapidly increase hir-
ing. Lower-income workers saw 
larger pay gains than higher-paid 
ones. 

In 2023 and 2024, inflation-
adjusted wages for the bottom 
quarter of workers rose at a 
yearly rate of 3.9%, outpacing 
the 3.1% gains for the top quar-
ter, according to research by the 
Federal Reserve Bank of Min-
neapolis. 

“We had that kind of two-year 
period where the bottom was 
catching up and that talk of the 
K-shape went away,” Dario Per-
kins, an economist at TSLom-
bard, said. “And since then, the 
economy’s cooled down again,” 
he added, bringing back K-shape 
references.

This year, however, inflation-
adjusted wage growth has weak-
ened as hiring has fallen, with 
the drop more pronounced for 
lower-income Americans. Their 
wage growth has plunged to 
an annual rate of just 1.5%, the 
Minneapolis Fed found, below 
that of the highest earning quar-
ter of workers at 2.4%. 

Slower income growth has 
left many lower-income workers 
less able to spend. Based on data 
from its credit card and debit 
card customers, Bank of Amer-

ica found that spending among 
higher-income households rose 
2.7% in October compared with 
a year ago, while lower-income 
groups lagged at just 0.7%.

And a Federal Reserve Bank 
of Boston study in August found 
that consumer spending in recent 
years has been driven by richer 
households, while lower- and 
middle-income Americans have 
piled up more credit card debt 
even as they’ve spent less. 

Corporate executives are pay-
ing attention and in some cases 
explicitly adjusting their busi-
nesses to account for it. They are 
seeking ways to sell more high-
priced items to the wealthy while 
also reducing package sizes and 
taking other steps to target strug-
gling consumers. 

Henrique Braun, chief operat-
ing officer at Coca-Cola, for ex-
ample, said in late October that 
the company is pursuing both 
“affordability” and “premium-
ization.” It is generating more 
of its earnings from higher-end 
products such as its Smartwater 
and Fairlife filtered milk brands, 
while at the same time introduc-
ing mini cans for those looking 
to spend less. 

“We continue to see diver-
gency in spending between the 
income groups,” Braun said in a 
conference call with analysts last 
month. “The pressure on middle 
and low-end income consumers 
is still there.”

Sales of first- and business-
class tickets have been fueling 
revenue and profit for Delta Air 
Lines, its CEO Ed Bastian said 
in October, while lower-end 
consumers have been “clearly 
struggling.”

And Best Buy CEO Corie 
Barry on Tuesday said that the 
top 40% of all U.S. consumers 
are driving two-thirds of all con-
sumption. 

The remaining 60% are fo-
cused on getting the best deals 
and are more dependent on a 
healthy job market, she said. 

“One of the things we’re 
watching closely is how does 
employment continue to evolve 
for particularly that cohort of 
people who are living more pay-
check to paycheck,” she added.

The massive investment in 
data centers and computing pow-
er has also contributed to the K-
shaped economy, by lifting share 
prices for the so-called “Magnif-
icent 7” companies competing 
to build out AI Infrastructure. 
Yet so far it’s not creating many 
jobs or lifting incomes for those 
who don’t own stocks. 

“What we see at the very top 
is an economy that is sort of self-
contained ... between AI, the 
stock market, the experiences 
of the wealthy,” Atwater said. 
“And it’s largely contained. It 
doesn’t flow through to the bot-
tom.” 

Driven by big gains for com-
panies like Google, Amazon, 
Nvidia, and Microsoft, the stock 
market has risen nearly 15% this 
year. But the wealthiest 10% of 
Americans own roughly 87% of 
the stock market, according to 
Federal Reserve data. The poor-
est 50% own just 1.1%.

Many economists worry that 
an economy propelled mostly 
by the wealthiest isn’t sustain-
able. Perkins notes that should 
layoffs worsen and unemploy-
ment rise, middle- and lower-
income Americans could pull 
back sharply on spending. Rev-
enue for companies like Apple 
and Amazon would fall. Adver-
tising revenue, which is fueling 
companies such as Google and 
Facebook parent Meta, typically 
plunges in downturns. 

Such a cycle could even 
force the “Mag 7” to pull back 
on their AI investments and 
send the economy into reces-
sion, he said. 

“Then you’re talking about the 
bottom of the K essentially pull-
ing down the top,” he added.

Perkins, however, sees a 
different path as more likely: 
Many U.S. households will re-
ceive larger tax refunds early 
next year under the Trump 
administration’s budget law. 
And Trump will likely appoint 
a new Federal Reserve chair 
by next May who will be more 
inclined to cut interest rates. 
Lower borrowing costs could 
accelerate growth and wages, 
though it could also worsen in-
flation.

In this June 15, 2018 fi le photo, twenty dollar bills are counted in 
North Andover, Mass. (AP)

Solar radiation data error linked to JetBlue altitude drop

EVs drive growth, capture 74% of new car sales

Bitcoin falls 6% amid broad crypto selloff

Airbus fi xes software glitch on most A320 Jets

Denmark’s car registrations rise 6.6% in Nov

Wall Street futures slip as investors shun risk

LONDON, Dec 1, (AP): Airbus said that most of its fl eet of 6,000 A320 pas-
senger jets have received an update to fi x a software glitch that could have 
affected fl ight controls. 

Travelers had faced minor disruptions heading into the weekend as airlines 
around the world scrambled to push the software updates out to the widely 
used commercial jetliner. Airbus warned of the problem Friday with U.S. mil-
lions of passengers in transit for the Thanksgiving holiday, the busiest travel 
time in the United States. 

The European planemaker said in an update Monday that the “vast major-
ity” of the short-haul passenger jets in service “have now received the neces-
sary modifi cations.”

“We are working with our airline customers to support the modifi cation of 
less than 100 remaining aircraft to ensure they can be returned to service,” 
Toulouse, France-based Airbus said. 

“Airbus apologises for any challenges and delays caused to passengers and 
airlines by this event,” it said. 

Airbus said it discovered that “intense solar radiation” could corrupt data 
that’s critical to the functioning of fl ight controls. 

The problem is suspected of contributing to a sudden drop in altitude of a Jet-
Blue plan from Cancun, Mexico, to Newark, New Jersey on Oct. 30, that injured 
at least 15 passengers, some of them transported to hospitals for medical care.

The U.S. Federal Aviation Administration and the European Union Avia-
tion Safety Agency required airlines to address the issue with the software 
update. More than 500 U.S.-registered aircraft were impacted, including jets 
fl own by American Airlines and Delta. 

Japan’s All Nippon Airways, Air India and Germany’s Lufthansa were also 
affected. The Airbus A320 family of single-aisle aircraft is the primary com-
petitor to Boeing’s 737.

OSLO, Dec 1, (Xinhua): New passenger car registrations in Denmark rose by 
6.6 percent year-on-year in November 2025, driven by a strong demand for 
electric vehicles (EVs), according to data released by the industry organiza-
tion Mobility Denmark on Monday.

A total of 15,910 new passenger cars were registered in November. The 
fi gures indicate that the Danish car market is maintaining strong momentum 
as the year draws to a close.

In the fi rst 11 months of 2025, 166,130 new passenger cars were registered 
in Denmark, an increase of 6.8 percent compared to the same period in 2024.

“The increase in November confi rms the solid momentum we have seen 
throughout the year. There is good activity in the car market right now, and 
therefore we expect a strong fi nish to the car year 2025,” said Mads Rorvig, 
CEO of Mobility Denmark, in a press release.

EVs continued to capture a signifi cant market share, accounting for 73.7 
percent of all new registrations in November. Notably, among private car buy-
ers, EVs made up 91.2 percent of new purchases.

So far in 2025, EVs have accounted for 67.2 percent of all new registra-
tions. Based on these trends, Mobility Denmark projects that there will be 1 
million electric cars on Danish roads by 2027. Rorvig attributed part of the 
consumer confi dence to recent political clarity regarding car taxes.

“The clarifi cation on car taxes in the Finance Act agreement has removed 
an important element of uncertainty, giving consumers better conditions for 
making decisions about car purchases,” Rorvig said.

According to data from Bilstatistik.dk, the Skoda Elroq was the best-selling 
model in November with 1,102 units, followed by the Volkswagen ID.4 and 
the Audi Q4 e-tron.

BANGKOK, Dec 1, (AP): Wall Street was poised to 
give back some of last week’s gains when markets 
open Monday, while oil prices surged and anything 
related to cryptocurrency sank as investors appeared 
to distance themselves from risk. 

Futures for the S&P 500 fell 0.8% before the open-
ing bell, while futures for the Dow Jones Industrial 
Average lost 0.5%. Nasdaq futures slipped 1%.

Investors continued to bail on bitcoin, sending it 
down another 6% to $85,723, adding to its recent 
slump. The original crypto currency, which bolted to 
record highs near $125,000 in early October, has lost 
nearly a third of its value since. It was down more 
than 17% in November alone.

Anything related to bitcoin was dragged down 
with it. The mobile trading platform Robin Hood 
tumbled 3.5% while Coinbase lost 4.2%.

Bitcoin investor Strategy, formerly known as Mi-
croStrategy, slid 5.7%.

At the same time, safety bets like gold and silver 
rose early Monday. 

European aerospace giant Airbus said Monday 
that most of its fleet of 6,000 A320 passenger jets 
have received an update after a weekend software 
glitch that could have affected flight controls. 
Travelers had faced minor disruptions heading into 
the weekend as airlines around the world scram-
bled to push the software updates out after Airbus 
warned of the problem Friday, one of the busiest 
travel days of the year. 

Every sector was in the red early Monday, with 
the exception of energy. U.S. benchmark crude oil 
gained $1.14 to $59.69 per barrel. Brent crude, the 
international standard, added $1.14 to $63.52 per bar-
rel.

Most energy-related companies were up modestly 
in premarket.

Consumer spending during the Black Friday and 
Cyber Monday retailing bonanza was expected to ex-
ceed expectations, despite uncertainty over the out-
look for the U.S. economy. 

Stocks rallied last week on hopes for another 
Federal Reserve rate cut after swooning in mid-No-
vember as investors fretted over the durability of the 
frenzy around artifi cial intelligence.

The U.S. central bank, which has already cut rates 
twice this year in hopes of shoring up the slowing job 
market, is facing an increasingly diffi cult decision 
on interest rates as infl ation rises and the job market 
slows. Cutting interest rates further could help sup-

port the economy as employment weakens, but it 
could also fuel infl ation. 

The minutes of the Fed’s most recent meeting in 
October indicated there are likely to be strong di-
visions among policymakers about the Fed’s next 
step.

Elsewhere, Tokyo’s benchmark falling nearly 2% 
after the Bank of Japan’s governor hinted at a possi-
ble interest rate hike. The Nikkei 225 declined 1.9% 
to 49,303.28. 

Japan’s benchmark interest rate, at 0.5%, has re-
mained near zero for years as its leaders struggled 
to spur faster economic growth and counter defl a-
tion. With infl ation holding steady above its target of 
about 2%, the BOJ is caught between raising rates to 
counter rising prices and a weaker currency, and sup-
porting easy credit to keep businesses borrowing and 
consumers spending. 

Regional reports on manufacturing activity are be-
ing closely watched for signs of how U.S. President 
Donald Trump’s higher tariffs are affecting Asian 

economies. 
China’s factory activity contracted for the eighth 

straight month in November, according to an offi cial 
survey released Sunday, underscoring challenges for 
the country’s economy despite an extension of the 
trade truce between the U.S. and China.

But Hong Kong’s Hang Seng climbed 0.7% to 
26,033.26, while the Shanghai Composite index 
gained 0.7% to 3,914.01.

In Seoul, the Kospi slipped 0.2% to 3,920.37. Aus-
tralia’s S&P/ASX 200 declined 0.6% to 8,565.20.

Taiwan’s Taiex lost 1% and the Sensex in India 
shed 0.1%.

Across Asia, PMI readings refl ected weak factory 
activity for November, though exports from the re-
gion have been rebounding in recent months, Shivaan 
Tandon, Asia economist for Capital Economics, said 
in a commentary.

In Europe at midday, Germany’s DAX lost 1.5%, 
while the CAC 40 in Paris gave back 0.9%. Britain’s 
FTSE 100 edged 0.2% lower.

Options trader Steven Rodriguez, left, works on the fl oor of the New York Stock Exchange, Monday, 
Nov. 24, 2025. (AP)
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Disney’s film ignites China’s year-end box office

‘Zootopia 2’ roars to record $556M global box office opening
LOS ANGELES, Dec 1, (Agencies): 
“Zootopia 2” had a roaring and record-
setting opening at the box office. 

The animated animal city sequel from 
the Walt Disney Company brought in 
$96 million in North America over the 
weekend, earned $156 million over the 
five-day Thanksgiving frame, and scored 
a staggering $556 million globally since 
its Wednesday opening, according to 
studio estimates Sunday. 

That made it the highest internation-
al opening ever for an animated movie, 
the fourth highest global debut of any 
kind, and the top international opener 
of 2025.

“Wicked: For Good” stayed aloft 
in its second weekend for Universal 
Pictures, earning another $62.8 million 
domestically over the weekend for a 
North American total of $270.4 mil-
lion. The second half of the “Wicked” 
saga has brought in $393 million inter-
nationally. 

The pair of PG-rated sequels com-
bined to make the Thanksgiving week-
end a glimmering exception to an oth-
erwise dark year at movie theaters. The 
five-day holiday run brought in $290 
million in total, $188 million of it com-
ing Friday through Sunday. 

That could be a blip or an indication 
that a strong finish might salvage Hol-
lywood’s box office year, with “Ava-
tar: Fire and Ash” and “Five Nights at 
Freddy’s 2” among the films still to be 
released in 2025. 

“This is a great result and a big mo-

mentum builder for the box office as 
we head into the final four weeks of the 
year,” said Paul Dergarabedian, senior 
media analyst for Comscore. 

“Zootopia 2” arrives almost a de-
cade after the original, a hit that out-
paced expectations and had a March 
domestic opening of $75 million. 

Like the first, it features the duo 
of bunny cop Judy Hopps (Ginnifer 
Goodwin) and small-time hustler fox 
Nick Wilde ( Jason Bateman ) in a city 
of comically domesticated wildlife. 

Dergarabedian said the sequel rep-
resented “a beloved franchise deliver-
ing what audiences were looking for 
around the world.” 

It was the sixth biggest North Ameri-
can opening of 2025. But its biggest 
market was China, which made for 
nearly half of the film’s global total with 
a whopping $272 million in ticket sales. 
No American-made animated film has 
ever opened bigger. It was the second 
best nonlocal film opening of all time in 
China, after “Avengers: Endgame.”

Such a result in China was once 
almost commonplace for Hollywood. 
But in recent years, as geopolitical re-
lations have grown uneasy, box-office 
results have turned unpredictable at 
best. Aside from a handful of excep-
tions, like the “Jurassic World” films, 
Hollywood has come to virtually write 

off Chinese theaters and recalibrate 
blockbuster budgets accordingly.

The big bounty in China for “Zoo-
topia 2” could be an aberration or a 
signal of a thaw in the freeze. In recent 
years, China, which censors which 
films that are released in theaters, has 
leaned more toward homegrown fare. 
Earlier this year, the locally made 
blockbuster “Ne Zha 2” grossed $1.8 
billion in China.

“Zootopia 2” had a clear path to a big 
Chinese opening. The first “Zootopia,” 
known there as “Crazy Animal City,” 
grew into a surprise hit, grossing $236 
million. Shanghai Disneyland has a 
theme land devoted to the films.

“Wicked: For Good” didn’t seem 
to be hurt by the beastly competition 
as Universal’s gamble of splitting the 
Broadway tale of Oz into two films con-
tinued to pay off. It brought in a world-
wide weekend total of $92.2 million. 

“Hamnet,” certain to be a major 
player in awards season after a cel-
ebrated festival run, had a strong 
limited opening and landed in the 
overall top 10. In just 119 theaters it 
earned $1.35 million from Wednesday 
through Sunday and $880,000 on the 
weekend, with a per-theater average 
of more than $11,000. Director Chloe 
Zhao’s Shakespeare story starring Jes-
sie Buckley and Paul Mescal expands 
next weekend. 

“Zootopia 2” has ignited China’s 
year-end box office, delivering a burst 
of momentum after a relatively slug-

gish post-National Day period and 
bringing the industry’s ambitious 
50-billion-yuan (about 7.07 billion US 
dollars) annual revenue target clearly 
within reach.

The sequel, which opened day-and-
date with North America on Nov. 26, 
signaled its blockbuster potential early 
by setting China’s all-time presale re-
cord for an animated film, raking in 
over 300 million yuan, according to 
ticketing platform Maoyan.

Its box-office performance then 
surged dramatically. On Nov. 29 -- 
its fourth day in release -- the film 
posted a staggering single-day gross 
of more than 738 million yuan, be-
coming the highest-earning imported 
film in a single day in China, sur-
passing “Avengers: Endgame.” 

Notably, it is the only film outside 
China’s peak Spring Festival season to 
ever cross the 700-million-yuan mark 
in a single day.

By the afternoon of Dec. 1, its sixth 
day in theaters, the film’s cumulative 
total had raced past 1.96 billion yuan. 
This already surpasses the first “Zoo-
topia,” which had a final total of 1.538 
billion yuan, making the sequel the 
highest-grossing imported animated 
film in China’s history. It is also the 
first imported title to cross the 1-bil-
lion-yuan mark in China since 2022’s 
“Avatar: The Way of Water.”

In a significant development under-
scoring China’s pivotal role, the film’s 
performance has achieved a major mile-

stone. According to the latest data from 
Maoyan, as of Nov. 30, “Zootopia 2” 
has generated higher box office revenue 
in China than in North America during 
its debut week, making China the film’s 
number one global market.

Industry projections for the film’s 
final China run are now sky-high. 
Maoyan forecasts a final total of ap-
proximately 4.25 billion yuan for 
“Zootopia 2.” Should it reach that 
level, it could put the film on par with 
“Avengers: Endgame” and position it 
to challenge the title of highest-gross-
ing imported film ever in China. Film 
data platform Beacon also projects 
strong momentum, estimating the film 
could surpass 3.8 billion yuan.

“The super-powered performance 
of ‘Zootopia 2’ has given the current 
year-end movie season an inspiring and 
uplifting start,” Lai Li, a market analyst 
at Maoyan, told Xinhua. With its strong 
momentum, China’s annual box office 
total has now reached 48.2 billion yuan.

“It now appears not only likely that 
we will hit the 50-billion-yuan target, 
but this strong year-end performance 
is also a powerful shot in the arm for 
the entire industry,” Lai added. Simi-
lar optimism was expressed by sev-
eral film critics and analysts, including 
Beacon’s Chen Jin, in separate com-
ments to Xinhua.

The stage is now set for a packed 
December slate to carry this momen-
tum across the symbolic 50-billion-
yuan annual landmark.

This image released by Disney shows Nick Wilde, voiced by Jason Bate-
man, (left), and Judy Hopps, voiced by Ginnifer Goodwin, in a scene from 

‘Zootopia 2.’ (AP)

This image released by Neon shows Wagner Moura in a scene from ‘The Secret Agent.’ (AP)

Wagner Moura is on the run in Brazil, 1977

A stylish, slow burn thriller in ‘Secret Agent’
LOS ANGELES, Dec 1, (AP): You can almost smell 
the sweat in “The Secret Agent,” a stylish, slow burn 
thriller about radicals and mercenaries in 1977 Brazil. 
Filmmaker Kleber Mendonça Filho begins his film 
with the note that it was “a time of mischief.”

It’s a sly kind of promise of what’s to come over 
the next 2 ½ hours, where audiences will meet hit 
men, zombie legs, corrupt cops, a two-headed cat and 
a quiet man named Marcelo (Wagner Moura) who is 
running away from something - and into something 
possibly more dangerous. The film opened in limited 
release recently.

Death is everywhere in Recife, where life has taken 
on a kind of surrealism as raucous Carnival celebra-
tions drag on and the body count gets larger. Academ-
ics and journalists are being persecuted under the mili-
tary dictatorship, and dissenters seem to often end up 
dead. But the music is good, the drink is cold and the 
shirts are buttoned low and haphazardly (if at all). The 
violence is casual and so is the sex.

The film opens as Marcelo stops for gas on the out-
skirts of town, where a decaying body is barely cov-
ered by cardboard. Flies and dogs swarm for a taste of 
the carcass, which the attendant says has been there 
for a few days already. The police have said they’ll 
get to it when they can. When a cop car does pull up, 
they don’t go for the body, however: They’re out to 
inspect Marcelo and his yellow Beetle. It’s tense and 

foreboding, a tone that is sustained for the duration. 
Like Marcelo, the audience is never not bracing for 
the worst. Thankfully it’s often punctured with humor 
and absurdity. 

A title like “The Secret Agent” might make one sus-
pect that Marcelo is some kind of slick operative in 
this world. The film teases out exactly why he’s on the 
run, why his young son is living with his in-laws and 
why some wealthy man has hired two other men to kill 
him, but he doesn’t seem like a guy with his own body 
count. Though he might not be a movie spy in the tra-
ditional sense, he is operating in this world almost as 
a ghost, changing his name and trying to live quietly 
in plain sight while waiting for the persecution to end. 
The understated performance won Moura best actor at 
the Cannes Film Festival earlier this year.

There’s a whole network of ordinary secret agents 
in Recife, some protecting, some selling information 
to the highest bidder. The film is framed by a modern-
day archivist listening to taped recordings of phone 
tappings and an interview by a woman, Elza (Maria 
Fernanda Cândido), who is kind of a lawyer, kind of a 
preservationist - documenting a history that the news-
papers can’t even cover in a straightforward manner.

One of the strangest threads is a recurring motif of 
a disembodied hairy leg, apparently a local urban leg-
end, and useful metaphor in times of oppression. In 
one sequence, a woman is reading a newspaper story 

about how it attacked a group of gay men in the night. 
It’s brought to life with absurdist, gory glee, with the 
film turning into a B-picture scream fest for a few min-
utes.

Udo Kier, who died on Nov 23, also gets a memo-
rable, upsetting sequence as a Holocaust survivor and 
local tailor whose scars the local police treat as a mu-
seum curiosity. The film is full of wonderful actors, 
including Tânia Maria as the godmother of the left-
ists in hiding, Carlos Francisco as Marcelo’s father-
in-law, Enzo Nunes as his “Jaws”-obsessed son, and 
Roney Villela and Gabriel Leone as the hit men on 
his tail. 

Mendonça Filho also returned to his childhood 
home to make the documentary “Pictures of Ghosts,” 
about the town’s classic movie palaces. In “The Secret 
Agent,” he gets to rebuild one of those vanished the-
aters and use it as a central location.

Like the infectious and haunting needle drops, from 
Donna Summer’s “Love to Love You Baby” to local 
hits of the time, “The Secret Agent” is the best kind of 
personal film, imbued with so many things that Men-
donça Filho loves, both resurrection and elegy.

“The Secret Agent,” a Neon release showing in se-
lect theaters, is rated R by the Motion Picture Associa-
tion for “some full nudity, sexual content, language 
and strong bloody violence.” Running time: 158 min-
utes. Three and a half stars out of four.

What to stream

Clooney, Cruise movies
lead streaming lineup

NEW YORK, Dec 1, (AP): George Clooney playing a dashing movie 
star with nagging midlife regrets in “Jay Kelly” and Zac Brown Band 
returning with fresh tunes are some of the new television, films, mu-
sic and games headed to a device near you.

Also among the streaming offerings worth your time this week, 
as selected by The Associated Press’ entertainment journalists: The 
latest “Mission: Impossible” film, “The Final Reckoning,” begins 
streaming on Paramount+, Netflix has the American Western series 
“The Abandons” with women at the center of its story, and Nin-
tendo’s Samus Aran returns with Metroid Prime 4: Beyond.

- George Clooney plays a dashing movie star with new nagging 
midlife regrets in “Jay Kelly” (Netflix, Friday), Noah Baumbach’s 
comic drama about fame and family. As Jay’s youngest daughter 
(Grace Edwards) prepares for college, a trip to Europe turns into a 
deeper self-examination. With Adam Sandler as Jay’s long-suffering 
manager and Laura Dern his publicist. In his review, the AP’s Mark 
Kennedy wrote that “reality and fiction beautifully weave in and out 
in Baumbach’s love letter to Hollywood.”

- The latest “Mission: Impossible” film, “The Final Reckoning,” 
begins streaming on Paramount+ on Thursday. The Tom Cruise ad-
venture, directed by Christopher McQuarrie, concludes the chapter 
begun with 2023’s “Dead Reckoning Part One.” Whether dead or 
final, a reckoning may be in order for the eight-film Ethan Hunt fran-
chise. In her review, AP Film Writer Lindsey Bahr wrote: “In a se-
ries that has often been best when it’s not taking itself too seriously, 
dour developments start to feel a little unintentionally silly.”

- The Christmas movies cometh. One of the first out of the gate this 
year is “Oh. What. Fun.” (Wednesday, Prime Video). Michelle Pfei-
ffer stars as a matriarch who, after years of handling all the season’s 
festivities for an ungrateful family, goes missing. Michael Showalter 
directs a cast including Felicity Jones, Chloë Grace Moretz, Denis 
Leary and Dominic Sessa. 

- Zac Brown Band reflects on life’s highs and lows on their new 
album, “Love & Fear,” out Friday. Some of the singles out so far 
include the Jimmy Buffett-like “I Ain’t Worried About It,” the weed-
friendly “Let It Run” with Snoop Dogg, the sweet ballad “Butterfly” 
with Dolly Parton” and the anthemic party banger “Give It Away.” 
Perhaps the best of the bunch is “Hard Run” featuring Marcus King, 
starting quietly with a twang, building to harmonies and some funk, 
adding a touch of Broadway and then some fiery guitar work. The 
band is making a splash with the album’s drop date, performing at 
the Sphere in Las Vegas and kicking off several nights there in De-
cember and January.

- If you adored Nick Cave & The Bad Seeds last album “Wild 
God,” here’s some good news: The alternative rock legend and his 
formidable band is releasing “Live God,” which includes live ver-
sions from the album, as well as catalog favorites such as “From 
Her to Eternity,” “Papa Won’t Leave You, Henry” and “Into My 
Arms.” And if you just can’t get enough of Nick Cave, there’s more: 
The Royal Danish Library has put its “Stranger Than Kindness: The 
Nick Cave Exhibition” online, allowing fans to explore 300 objects 
collected or created by Cave during his career.

- “The Abandons,” a new American Western series comes to Netf-
lix with women at the center of its story. Taking place in the 1850s, 
Gillian Anderson and Lena Headey star as two widowed women 
who are the heads of their household and who are fighting over land. 
Kurt Sutter, who created “Sons of Anarchy,” is behind this one. Nick 
Robinson and Aisling Franciosi also star. It debuts Thursday.

- Starz has a new “Spartacus” series out Friday called “Spartacus: 
House of Ashur.” Nick E. Tarabay reprises his role as Ashur from 
“Spartacus: Blood and Sand” and “Spartacus: Vengeance” which 
explores what may have happened if the character had survived 
the events of “Vengeance,” instead of being killed. This series also 
features a woman in a powerful role. Tenika Davis plays a female 
gladiator. 

- Fans of Nintendo’s Samus Aran have been waiting a long time 
for the spacefaring bounty hunter to return to the 3D world of Me-
troid Prime. At long last, Metroid Prime 4: Beyond is here - but it 
remains to be seen if Samus’ years in limbo have made her stronger. 
She has landed on a jungle planet filled with hostile wildlife, and 
another bounty hunter is in hot pursuit. In addition to her usual high-
tech arsenal, Samus has gained some psychic powers - not to men-
tion a wicked motorcycle. Can this long-delayed sequel live up to its 
beloved predecessors? Find out Thursday on Switch and Switch 2.

This image released by Paramount Pictures and Skydance 
shows Tom Cruise in a scene from ‘Mission: Impossible - The 

Final Reckoning.’ (AP)
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PHNOM PENH: Cambodia’s famed Angkor Ar-
chaeological Park attracted a total of 867,195 in-
ternational visitors in the fi rst 11 months of 2025, 
a year-on-year drop of 3.47 percent, said a press 
release on Monday.

The UNESCO-listed world heritage site made 
40.48 million U.S. dollars in revenue from ticket 
sales during the January-November period this 
year, also down 3.41 percent, said the press release 
from the state-owned Angkor Enterprise.

In November this year, the park received 101,677 
foreign tourists, generating 4.9 million dollars, 
down 18 percent and 17 percent, respectively, com-
pared to the same month last year, it added.

Situated in northwest Siem Reap province, the 
park is home to 91 ancient temples, which were 
built from the ninth to the 13th centuries.

Thourn Sinan, chairman of the Pacifi c Asia Trav-
el Association Cambodia chapter, said that consid-

ering the current geopolitical climate and various 
crisis issues impacting global travel, a rise in tourist 
arrivals to the Angkor complex this year was un-
likely. (Xinhua)

❑      ❑      ❑

LOS ANGELES: The Super Bowl pregame show 
will open with a trio of standout performers in 
Northern California: Charlie Puth will hit the stage 

to sing the national anthem, 
Brandi Carlile will take on 
“America the Beautiful” and 
Coco Jones will sing “Lift 
Every Voice and Sing.”

The performances will 
take place Feb. 8 at Levi’s 
Stadium in Santa Clara, 
California, before the NFL’s 
championship matchup 
and halftime show featur-
ing Puerto Rican superstar 
Bad Bunny, the league an-

nounced Sunday. 

“These artists bring a distinct voice to the mo-
ment, helping set the tone for a day that will capti-
vate fans around the world,” said Jon Barker, senior 
vice president of global event production for the 
NFL. 

The pregame performances will air on NBC, Tel-
emundo and Peacock.

The national anthem and “Lift Every Voice and 
Sing” will be performed by deaf performing artist 
Fred Beam in American Sign Language. Julian Or-
tiz will sign “America the Beautiful.” 

In a historic fi rst, the halftime show will include 
a multilingual signing program featuring Puerto 
Rican Sign Language, led by interpreter Celimar 
Rivera Cosme. All signed performances for the 
pregame and halftime shows will be presented in 
collaboration with Alexis Kashar of Love Sign and 
Howard Rosenblum of Deaf Equality.

Puth is a four-time Grammy-nominated singer 
known for his songs “Attention,” “We Don’t Talk 
Anymore” and his 2015 breakout hit “See You 
Again,” with Wiz Khalifa, from the “Furious 7” 
movie soundtrack. (AP) Carlile
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From nostalgia to new postal era

The long historic road of Kuwait’s postal system
By Chaitali B. Roy

Special to the Arab Times

For generations, the postal ser-
vice in Kuwait was a modest 

but dependable presence in every-
day life. Long before the rise of 
online shopping, courier compa-
nies, and digital communication, 
Kuwait’s neighbourhood post of-
fices formed part of a predictable 
rhythm: sending letters, receiving 
parcels, renewing PO boxes, and 
visiting the main offices for stamps 
or registration.

Residents speak fondly of the 
early years, when post offi ces were 
fully staffed, clerks knew custom-
ers by name, and international 
letters moved with surprising ef-
fi ciency. The system was simple, 
human, and personal, a hallmark 
of public service at a time when 
global communication was slower 
and more deliberate.

But the Kuwait postal system 
has not remained untouched by 
modern pressures. As online shop-
ping surged and mail volumes ex-
panded, the sector, which had long 
suffered from under investment, 
staffi ng shortages, and outdated 
procedures, struggled to keep pace. 
By the 2000s and 2010s, stories of 
missing parcels, slow deliveries, 
and inconsistent service became 
common. Today, Kuwait stands at 
a crossroads: between a nostalgic 
past that many remember well, a 
diffi cult present marked by opera-
tional challenges, and a future that 
may soon see sweeping reform.

Reliability
Among the strongest testimonies 

to Kuwait’s earlier postal reliabil-
ity comes from Maxine Meilleur, 
owner of Better Books, the popular 
bookstore in Salmiya, which is now 
closed. For years, Maxine used the 
postal system extensively for busi-
ness and personal exchanges. She 
recalls a time when Kuwait’s post 
offi ces were not only operational but 
also effi cient, friendly, and surpris-
ingly global in reach. As she puts 
it: “I once used the Kuwaiti postal 
system to sell things and ship them 
worldwide on eBay, and I also traded 
coins with collectors using the Ku-
waiti postal system.” Her experience 
refl ects a period when international 
mail, especially outbound, func-
tioned smoothly. Even today, she 
notes that sending letters outward re-
mains reliable: “Mailing out and in-
creasingly in has gotten to be almost 
trouble-free. Package tracking in and 
out is available, and Kuwait Mumtaz 
express post is a fraction of the Fe-
dEx cost with full tracking.” Mum-
taz Service is the name of Kuwait’s 
express mail service. To use it, you 
visit a post offi ce, place your mail 
in a “Mumtaz” envelope, deliver it, 
and pay the fees. For international 
mail, the service is also called Mum-
taz Mail and may require additional 
information for customs clearance, 
such as the recipient’s phone num-
ber, email address, and relevant doc-
umentation. “Mumtaz is the equiva-
lent of registered mail. They give you 
a special envelope. The fee is about 
800 fi ls.” She goes on to make a clas-
sic postal clerk joke: “I used to ask 
whether Mumtaz arrived faster. They 
always laughed and said, ‘Some-
times yes, sometimes no.’”  

This stands in contrast to the 
accounts of many other residents, 
particularly regarding incoming 
mail, which for years suffered 
from delays or failed deliveries. 
But Maxine’s detailed recollec-
tions offer a window into how the 
system functioned at its best and 
how its operational culture once 
made up for structural limitations.

The international version of the 
service, also known as “Mumtaz 
Post,” requires careful preparation 
to ensure smooth processing and de-
livery. When addressing a shipment, 
it is recommended to include the 
recipient’s landline number, mobile 
number, and email address to ac-
celerate handling and avoid delays. 
Proper customs documentation, such 
as invoices, licenses, or certifi cates, 
should be securely attached to expe-
dite border clearance. Senders must 
also be aware of prohibited items, 

which include lighters, perishable 
infectious substances, and certain 
restricted media. For medications, a 
valid medical prescription or detailed 
product specifi cations are manda-
tory. Additionally, items shipped for 
commercial purposes, such as jewel-
lery or precious metals, require prior 
authorisation from the Ministry of 
Trade and Industry before being dis-
patched. 

Kuwait’s uniquely traditional 
packaging rules remain memorable: 
“I’m about 90% sure that they still 
require them to be wrapped and sewn 
in white cloth,” says Maxine. “You 
take it to a tailor fi rst.” 

Integrated
One charming part of Maxine’s 

account is her description of daily 
life in Mishref, where postal ser-
vice was integrated into her rou-
tine: “Years ago, when I lived in 
Mishref, I used to walk every day 
to the Co-Op and the post offi ce. 
The clerks got to know me because 
I would mail and trade coins with 
people all over the world.”  She 
describes a postal network where 
staff turnover happened, but the 
service culture remained intact: 
“Although the clerks and manage-
ment eventually retired or rotated, 
the staff in the Mishref post offi ce 
have always remained friendly.”  
Her practical knowledge also 
highlights the system’s structure: 
“Sending a letter to the United 
States costs around 150 fi ls, and 
regular mail usually arrives within 
two weeks at most,” she says. 

For decades, PO boxes have 
been Kuwait’s most reliable meth-
od of receiving mail: “If someone 

sent me coins, they would arrive in 
my PO Box, and I would unlock it 
with my key and collect them,” she 
recalls.  This is because home de-
livery has historically been incon-
sistent at best. Maxine recalls the 
old problems vividly: “Kuwait has 
never been very good at delivering 
mail to home addresses. Years ago, 
delivery workers would skip their 
routes, have tea, and dump mail in 
the desert.”  Her account is humor-
ous, nostalgic, and painfully hon-
est, and it echoes the experiences 
of many longtime residents who 
remember the struggles of home 
delivery.

While Maxine captures the lived 
experience of the postal service 
over the years, Essa Yahya Dashti 
BEM, Secretary of the Kuwait 
Philatelic and Numismatic Soci-
ety, provides an insider-style struc-
tural critique of the system today. 
His detailed observations paint a 
sobering picture. He begins blunt-
ly: “I regret to say that the state 
of postal services in Kuwait these 
days is not as excellent as it was 
12-15 years ago or slightly more. 
The proof is in the slow sorting 
and sending processes, the closure 
of many post offi ces without rea-
son, the suspension of some postal 
services, the failure of letters to 
arrive, and many, many other rea-
sons. These issues are very sad, 
and we hope and pray that they 
will be addressed so that Kuwait 
Post can return to its former glory 
and even surpass it.”  The core is-
sue, according to Essa, is staffi ng: 
“One of the biggest problems is the 
lack of employees. Many of the old 
workers have retired, and the gov-

ernment is not hiring enough new 
staff to replace them.” The conse-
quences have been severe: “More 
than 10 post offi ces have closed 
because the employees retired and 
there is simply no one left to run 
them.” 

Essa’s comments highlight how 
human resources, not infrastruc-
ture, form the primary bottle-
neck. Without enough people to 
sort, process, and distribute mail, 
even the best technology cannot 
carry the load. He also notes that 
although some services remain 
functional, they have slowed sig-
nifi cantly: “There are still some 
services operating, such as regis-
tered mail and cargo mail, but even 
those are delayed. International 
shipments now take about three 
weeks from country to country.” 
His conclusion is striking: “This is 
why the postal service has become 
so bad here in Kuwait; there are not 
enough workers, and the system 
has not been updated to deal with 
the shortage.” Essa’s perspective 
introduces a crucial dimension: 
decline was not caused solely by 
incompetence or mismanagement, 
but by demographic, administra-
tive, and policy gaps that accumu-
lated over the years.

Service
But despite the dismal state, 

Essa still has some good words to 
say about the service. “Registered 
mail service in Kuwait has been 
available for over 110 years, and I 
thank God that it is still operating 
today. It allows you to send a letter 
from any currently operating post 
offi ce in Kuwait to any country that 

Kuwait Post can ship to, for a fee. 
This fee may be higher than regu-
lar postage, but it guarantees track-
ing and delivery to the intended re-
cipient through the postal tracking 
number affi xed to the letter. The 
sender also receives a receipt with 
the tracking number. This service 
is available to everyone.” 

One recurring theme across tes-
timonies is the surprising contrast 
between sending mail out of Ku-
wait and receiving mail into Kuwait. 
While Maxine and others report suc-
cess with outgoing letters and par-
cels, the stories about incoming mail 
reveal a long history of problems. 
Patricia Whitman recounted the in-
famous two-year delay in receiving 
Christmas decorations mailed from 
Northern Ireland: “I never received 
them,” she said, but much later she 
had a parcel on her doorstep, covered 
in a Kuwaiti postal stamp, returned 
to sender after 2 years!! This chaotic 
setup led many residents to avoid 
postal services altogether, relying in-
stead on private couriers, workplace 
addresses, or travellers who could 
drop items into foreign mailboxes.

Despite the challenges, several 
users, including Maxine, highlight 
meaningful improvements in re-
cent years, especially in interna-
tional online orders. A key shift 
was the consolidation of parcel 
processing in South Surra / Ha-
teen, where the system is far more 
organised than in the past. Max-
ine describes it clearly: “Now all 
packages go to Hateen, they call 
or text you when it is available for 
pick up. You may have to pay 1 
KD customs and open it in front 
of them.”  Jojy John, another user, 

confi rms: “They even send mes-
sages for parcels!!!” 

While this system is not without 
fl aws, it represents a major step for-
ward: centralised processing, digital 
notifi cations, and basic customs pro-
cedures help ensure that packages 
no longer disappear into the system. 
However, these improvements are 
limited primarily to online shop-
ping parcels, not traditional letters 
or PO box mail, areas where Kuwait 
still faces structural limitations. Ac-
cording to Essa, if the system has to 
change, it needs to follow the blue-
print of an already existing system. 
“The postal service can be dramati-
cally improved if the government 
is serious about enhancing postal 
services, implements the changes 
swiftly, and utilises international ex-
pertise to revitalise Kuwait’s postal 
system. In my opinion, the Royal 
Mail in the UK should be consulted 
in all aspects, as it is considered one 
of the best postal administrations in 
the world,” he says. “Furthermore, 
employees with comprehensive 
knowledge of postal services and 
their history should be trained, and 
postal studies programs should be 
reinstated in universities to graduate 
specialists in postal work.”

Modernisation
The Gulf region has seen a wave 

of postal modernisation in the past 
two decades, from full privatisation 
to public-private partnerships and 
digital transformation. Kuwait is fi -
nally positioning itself to join this 
regional shift. Recently, the Kuwaiti 
government announced a major step: 
a tender to hire a consulting fi rm to 
establish a new Kuwait Post Compa-
ny, aimed at restructuring and mod-
ernising the entire sector.The offi cial 
tender refl ects a recognition that the 
system cannot be fi xed with minor 
adjustments; it requires structural 
transformation and updated opera-
tional models.Despite the challenges, 
there are glimmers of hope: central-
ised parcel centres, digital notifi ca-
tions, and government-level recogni-
tion of the need for overhaul.

With the newly announced ten-
der to establish a modern postal 
company, Kuwait now has an op-
portunity to transform its postal 
sector into a service that matches 
the needs of the digital age. The 
road ahead will require investment, 
restructuring, and strong manage-
ment,  but if executed well, Kuwait 
may once again have a postal sys-
tem worthy of its people’s expecta-
tions.

KUNA photos
The finest varieties of dates on display at the Date World Exhibition in Riyadh.

The exterior of a post office in Kuwait.

Essa Yahya Dashti BEM, Secretary of Kuwait Philatelic and Numismatic 
Society

Residents speak fondly of the early years, when post of-
fices were fully staffed, clerks knew customers by name, 
and international letters moved with surprising efficiency. 
The system was simple, human, and personal, a hallmark 
of public service at a time when global communication 
was slower and more deliberate.

“Registered mail service in Kuwait has been avail-
able for over 110 years, and I thank God that it is still 
operating today.” – Essa Yahya Dashti

“Mailing out and increasingly in has gotten to be 
almost trouble-free. Package tracking in and out is 
available, and Kuwait Mumtaz express post is a frac-
tion of the FedEx cost with full tracking.” – Maxine 
Meilleur

Date World Exhibition ... a journey through high-quality dates, traditional meals

In a unique experience that combines high-quality dates and Saudi 
tradition, the Date World Exhibition in Riyadh takes visitors through 
a journey that covers the fine crops produced by innovative methods 

involving quality and displaying.
The event, which kicked off on November 25 and lasts until De-

cember 4, draws a large number of exhibitors from Saudi areas 

renowned for date production, allowing visitors to taste moreish 
Saudi date-made meals, including date with Arabian coffee and 
traditional sweet. (KUNA)
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Study offers hope for children with developmental dyslexia

Portable ultrasound brings hope to expectant moms New kind of lens may protect children’s eyes

ECDC, WHO sound alarm over Europe’s ‘hidden’ HIV crisis

Sri Lanka warns of rising infectious disease risks

Omega-3 fatty acids may boost children’s reading and writing skills

DRC declares end to latest Ebola outbreak New FDA-approved glasses can
slow nearsightedness in children

Pakistan pledges stronger fi ght against HIV

Pakistan vaccinates over 33 mln children in measles-rubella drive

LUGANO, Switzerland, Dec 1, (AP): SFI Health EMEA, 
the regional entity of SFI Health, a global leader in natu-
ral healthcare, has announced the publication on Biomedi-
cine of the results of a new study, conducted by the Italian 
research institute “IRCCS Eugenio Medea” of “La Nostra 
Famiglia” association, investigating the correlation between 
long-chain polyunsaturated fatty acids (LCPUFA) and read-
ing and writing abilities.

This investigator-initiated trial is part of an ongoing 
project investigating the effi cacy of omega-3 and omega-6 
LCPUFA supplementation to enhance the effects of neu-
ropsychological treatment in children diagnosed with devel-
opmental dyslexia (DD).

LCPUFAs of the omega-3 group, such as EPA and DHA, 
play essential roles in microglial activity, neuroinfl amma-
tory regulation, and synaptic plasticity—processes crucial 
for brain health and learning. Previous research has shown 
that individuals with dyslexia tend to have lower levels of 

these fatty acids in their blood, and this defi ciency has been 
associated with slower and less accurate reading and writing 
performance.

The new study set out to determine which neurocognitive 
systems mediate the relationship between omega-3 LCPU-
FA levels and literacy skills in school-age children.

Seventy-four children with reading and writing skills 
ranging from normal to below average (DD) took part in an 
extensive neuropsychological assessment. Tasks evaluated 
reading and writing, auditory and visual processing (includ-
ing measures related to magnocellular function), phonologi-
cal awareness, attention, and executive functioning.

Researchers extracted three key neuropsychological fac-
tors—Auditory Phonological (AP), Visual-Perceptual (VP), 
and Visual-Attentional (VA) processing—and tested their 
mediating role between omega-3 LCPUFA levels and litera-
cy performance using Generalized Linear Model mediation 
analyses. Interactions with other polyunsaturated fatty acids 

(PUFAs) were also examined.
The study found that omega-3 LCPUFA levels, especially 

EPA and DHA, were signifi cantly correlated with children’s 
reading and writing abilities as well as with the three identi-
fi ed cognitive factors.

Auditory-phonological processing emerged as a signifi -
cant mediator of the effects of PUFAs—particularly EPA—
on literacy performance.

DHA and the AA/ALA ratio (the balance between ara-
chidonic acid and alpha-linolenic acid) signifi cantly affected 
the strength and direction of some of these relationships.

Dr. Maria Luisa Lorusso, Child Neuropsychologist and 
senior Researcher in the Department of Child Psychopathol-
ogy at Scientifi c Institute IRCSS E. Medea, and responsible 
for the study, commented: “We are very excited to share these 
fi ndings which provide new insight into how omega-3 fatty 
acids infl uence reading and writing development through their 
action on specifi c neurocognitive processes, particularly audi-

tory-phonological mechanisms. We are grateful to SFI Health 
for their support along this study which underlines also the 
importance of the balance between different PUFAs in deter-
mining the overall cognitive benefi ts.”

Matthew Brabazon, General Manager at SFI Health 
EMEA, added: ”As a company that views research as a 
fundamental pillar of its mission to offer science-based 
natural healthcare products, we are extremely proud of this 
achievement. SFI Health™ has a long-standing tradition of 
strategic partnerships with leading universities and research-
ers around the world, all with the shared goal of combining 
expertise and capabilities to unlock the potential of natural-
source ingredients for human health.”

While more research is needed to confi rm whether in-
creasing omega-3 intake can directly improve reading and 
writing skills, this study provides a valuable foundation for 
future work on the connections between diet, brain function, 
and learning.

KINSHASA, Dec. 1, (Xinhua): The 
Democratic Republic of the Congo 
(DRC) on Monday declared an end to 
the latest Ebola outbreak in the country.

“The chain of transmission has been 
stopped. I hereby offi cially declare the 
end of the 16th Ebola outbreak in the 
DRC,” Health Minister Roger Kamba 
told a ceremony in the capital, Kin-
shasa.

On Sept. 4, the government con-
fi rmed a new Ebola outbreak in Kasai 
Province in central DRC, the country’s 
16th outbreak since 1976. 

The fl are-up came amid an agitated 
public health environment, marked by 
the simultaneous resurgence of mpox, 
cholera, and measles across the country.

Monday’s ceremony was attended 
by DRC Prime Minister Judith Sum-
inwa Tuluka and offi cials from the 
World Health Organization (WHO) 
and the Africa Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (Africa CDC).

Since September, 64 cases have 
been reported in Bulape, a health zone 
in Kasai, including 53 confi rmed and 
11 probable cases, with 43 deaths. 

No new infections have been report-
ed since Sept. 25, according to a previ-
ous WHO report.

The previous Ebola outbreak oc-
curred in the DRC in 2022 in the east-
ern province of North Kivu.

Ebola is a highly contagious hem-
orrhagic fever that causes symptoms 
such as fever, vomiting, diarrhea, 
generalized pain, and malaise, and 
in many cases, internal and external 
bleeding, according to the WHO.  

Meanwhile in other developments, 
Kahambu Grace caught the fi rst 
glimpse of her unborn baby after eight 
months of pregnancy.

Grace, in her 30s, recently made her 
way through crowded streets and mili-
tary checkpoints in Goma, a city under 
rebel control in eastern Democratic 
Republic of the Congo (DRC), to at-
tend her prenatal appointment at the 
Lubango Health Center.

Her face a mix of fatigue and deter-
mination, she joined a slow-moving 

morning queue, each step bringing her 
closer to an image of the life growing 
inside her.

For years, Grace, already a mother 
of two, could not afford a single pre-
natal exam. But fi nally, lying on a nar-
row examination bed, the mother-to-be 
watched her baby appear on a smart-
phone screen, a device that converts 
ultrasound readings into real-time im-
ages, which she had never seen before.

“I didn’t know the position of my 
baby because I didn’t have money,” 
she said. “I’m very happy today. It 
reassures me that my baby is healthy. 
We don’t have enough means for big 
hospitals.”

The mobile ultrasound fi ts in the 
palm of a hand. A lightweight probe 
paired with a smartphone provides 
diagnostic insight once available only 
in fully equipped hospitals. In a city 
where roads are cut off, hospitals are 
overwhelmed, and referrals are often 
impossible, the device is fi nally bring-

ing basic prenatal care within reach.
Grace’s relief mirrors the quiet fears 

faced by thousands of pregnant women 
trying to navigate motherhood amid 
insecurity.

Goma, the capital of North Kivu 
Province and once a bustling urban 
hub of more than one million peo-
ple, has been under the control of the 
March 23 Movement (M23) rebels 
since late January. Here, pregnancy is 
not only a personal journey but also a 
testament to community resilience.

Shortages persist, displacement en-
dures, and insecurity shadows daily 
life. Temporary clinics established in 
displacement sites and overburdened 
health centers have become vital life-
lines for women and girls who might 
otherwise face pregnancy without any 
medical support.

Amid the fragile reality, clinics 
remain open and health workers con-
tinue to report for duty, while women 
keep walking to seek care.

WASHINGTON, Dec 1, (AP): For 
many children, the experience of get-
ting their fi rst pair of glasses is an inev-
itable milestone, the fi rst in a lifetime 
of visits to the eye doctor.

But what if those lenses could ac-
tually help preserve the child’s vision 
and reduce the chances for more seri-
ous eye problems in adulthood?

That’s the promise of a new type of 
lens approved by the Food and Drug 
Administration in September. While the 
technology has previously been avail-
able in Europe, Asia and other parts of 
the world, it’s now rolling out in the US.

Here’s what to know about the new 
approach.

Myopia, commonly called near-
sightedness, is when people can clearly 
see objects at close range but struggle 
with distant objects, which often ap-
pear blurry or indistinct.

Studies conducted around the world 
have shown rising rates of myopia, 
which researchers have associated 
with increased time indoors looking at 
screens, books and other objects held 
close to the eyes.

In the US, 30% to 40% of children 
will have myopia by the time they fi n-
ish high school, according to Dr. Mi-
chael Repka, a professor and pediatric 
ophthalmologist at the Johns Hopkins 
School of Medicine.

Until now, doctors had few options 
for treating the condition.

“It was typically and simply: ‘Your 
child needs to wear glasses and they’ll 
live with it,’” Repka said. “’It will be 
lifelong and it will likely get worse 
over the next few years.’”

The specialized glasses, sold under 
the brand Essilor Stellest, are approved 
by the FDA to slow nearsightedness in 
6- to 12-year-olds. 

The FDA said it cleared the lenses 
based on company data showing chil-
dren experienced a 70% reduction in 

the progression of their myopia after 
two years.

Over time, myopia causes the eye 
to grow longer, worsening vision and 
increasing the risk of tears to the ret-
ina - the light-sensitive tissue at the 
back of the eye that is essential for 
vision.

The new lenses use 11 concentric 
rings fi lled with tiny raised dots to 
refocus light onto the retina in a way 
that is believed to slow elongation of 
the eye.

“Whether this hypothesis is ulti-
mately proven to be true, of course, 
matters only in part,” Repka said, not-
ing that the lenses appear to work re-
gardless of how the underling science 
works.

In the company study, children 
wearing the lens showed a 50% reduc-
tion in eye lengthening when measured 
after two years. Currently, researchers 

in the U.S. and other countries are con-
ducting their own independent studies 
to confi rm those results.

Ophthalmologists say the potential 
benefi ts go beyond preserving vision 
to heading off some long-term con-
sequences of severe myopia, which 
can include cataracts, glaucoma and 
retinal detachment that can lead to 
blindness.

“Now we have a way to slow that 
down and maybe we can prevent kids 
from having that really elongated eye 
that puts them at risk for blindness,” 
said Dr. Rupa Wong, a Honolulu-
based pediatric ophthalmologist.

The suggested retail price is $450, 
according to EssilorLuxottica, the 
company that makes the lenses. 

Major US vision insurance provid-
ers are expected to cover the lenses 
for children who meet the prescribing 
criteria.

ISLAMABAD, Dec. 1, (Xinhua): Pakistan’s Prime 
Minister Shehbaz Sharif on Monday called for a 
stronger national fi ght against HIVAIDS, emphasiz-
ing the protection of vulnerable groups and equitable 
access to prevention, diagnosis, treatment, and care.

   In a message on World AIDS Day, Sharif stressed 
the importance of breaking social barriers and chang-
ing public attitudes toward the disease, underscoring 
that health protection is a fundamental human right.

   He highlighted the government’s commitment 
to expanding treatment access for high-risk groups, 
preventing mother-to-child transmission, ensuring 
safe blood supply, reducing HIV spread among drug 
users, and eliminating gender-based discrimination.

   “The voices of people living with HIV must be 
heard, and society must come together with compas-
sion and determination to overcome all obstacles in 
the fi ght against HIVAIDS,” he said, urging collec-
tive action for an AIDS-free Pakistan.

   Sharif underlined the need for comprehensive 
strategies to improve prevention, treatment, and 
awareness, and stressed that changing public percep-
tion of HIV is crucial. He called for modern health-
care facilities and community-level cooperation to 
ensure no one is left behind.   

  Chinese Vice Premier Liu Guozhong on Monday 
said that China’s HIVAIDS epidemic remains at a 
low prevalence level, urging sustained efforts to con-
solidate prevention and treatment progress.

   Liu, who is also a member of the Political Bureau 
of the Communist Party of China Central Committee, 
made the remarks during a visit to inspect HIVAIDS 
prevention and treatment work in Beijing on the 38th 
World AIDS Day.

   While acknowledging this progress, Liu noted 
that diverse and complex factors continue to drive 
HIVAIDS transmission, and he emphasized that pre-
vention and control efforts must not be relaxed.

   He called for intensifi ed targeted publicity, im-
proved education and comprehensive intervention, as 
well as strengthened prevention and control measures 
for key demographics and areas.

 Nepal has witnessed a signifi cant decline in new 
HIVAIDS infections, recording a 76 percent drop in 

new cases between 2010 and 2024, according to Ne-
pal’s Ministry of Health and Population.

   According to the National Center for AIDS and 
STD Control (NCASC) under the Ministry of Health 
and Population, an estimated 614 new HIV infections 
occurred in 2024, representing a 76 percent decrease 
compared to 2010, when 2,557 new cases were re-
corded.

   In 2024, an estimated 37 children (0-14 years) 
were newly infected, an 86 percent decrease from 
2010, when 260 children were estimated to have con-
tracted HIV.

   Lok Raj Pandey, information offi cer at NCASC, 
said that new HIVAIDS infections have declined 
due to the expansion of preventive and treatment 
services in the country. “In the past, there was only 
one antiretroviral (ARV) therapy center in Kathman-
du for HIVAIDS patients, but the number has now 
grown to 96 nationwide,” he said.

   According to the NCASC, an estimated 34,337 
adults and children are living with HIV in Nepal. Of 
them, 26,372 people are currently receiving antiretro-
viral therapy.  Enditem

 A total of 424 HIV carriers and AIDS patients 

are now living in Mongolia, the country’s National 
Center for Communicable Diseases (NCCD) said 
Monday.

   A total of 36 new HIV cases were recorded in 
the fi rst 11 months of 2025, the NCCD said in a 
statement issued in observance of World AIDS Day, 
marked annually on Dec. 1.

 Meanwhile, Europe is facing a “hidden” HIV 
crisis as more than half of people diagnosed with 
HIV in the region are identifi ed too late for optimal 
treatment, jeopardizing the goal of ending AIDS as 
a public health threat by 2030, the European Centre 
for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC) and the 
World Health Organization (WHO) Regional Offi ce 
for Europe warned in a report released on Thursday.

   According to the joint HIVAIDS surveillance 
report based on 2024 data, 105,922 HIV diagnoses 
were recorded in the WHO European Region. While 
the total number of reported diagnoses showed a 
slight decrease compared with 2023, the agencies 
said major gaps in HIV testing and diagnosis persist.

   Overall, 54 percent of HIV diagnoses in the re-
gion in 2024 were classifi ed as late, meaning people 
were diagnosed at a stage where their immune sys-
tems were already signifi cantly compromised. Late 
diagnosis reduces the benefi ts of life-saving antiret-
roviral treatment, increases the risk of developing 
AIDS and death, and heightens the chance of onward 
transmission.

   In the 30 countries of the European Union and 
European Economic Area (EUEEA), 24,164 HIV di-
agnoses were reported in 2024, corresponding to 5.3 
cases per 100,000 people. Of these, 48 percent were 
late diagnoses.

   The report defi nes late diagnosis as having a CD4 
cell count below 350 cells per cubic millimeter at the 
time of diagnosis, indicating that the immune system 
has already been signifi cantly weakened.

   “In the EUEEA, nearly half of all diagnoses 
are made late. We must urgently innovate our test-
ing strategies, embrace community-based testing and 
self-testing, and ensure rapid linkage to care. We 
can only end AIDS if people know their status,” said 
ECDC Director Pamela Rendi-Wagner.

ISLAMABAD, Dec. 1, (Xinhua): Pakistan has vacci-
nated more than 33 million children in its nationwide 
measles-rubella (MR) and oral polio vaccine (OPV) 
campaign, achieving over 95 percent MR coverage, 
the Ministry of National Health Services said on 
Monday.

The drive, led by the Federal Directorate of Im-
munization, was carried out across all provinces and 
regions. Health teams reached remote and high-risk 
communities through school-based vaccination, com-
munity outreach and door-to-door social mobilization.

Offi cials said the results refl ect strengthened coor-
dination across national, provincial and district lev-
els, with most provinces surpassing MR targets and 
OPV uptake remaining consistently high.

More than 284,000 vaccination sessions were 
monitored during the campaign to ensure quality and 
adherence to standards, while reporting compliance 
reached 98 percent, according to the ministry.

Pakistan will conduct its fi nal polio vaccination 
drive of the year from Dec. 15 to 21, targeting over 
45 million children nationwide.  

Meanwhile, Sri Lankan authorities on Monday 
urged the public to be vigilant about the higher risk of 
infectious and vector-borne diseases as fl oodwaters 
receded in several districts following days of adverse 
weather.

Jayatissa Munasinghe, assistant secretary of the 
National Disaster Relief Services Center, said stag-
nant water and mud pose increased health hazards, 

adding that the Ministry of Health has already begun 
implementing preventive measures.

Each divisional secretariat has been allocated 50 
million rupees (about 162,528 U.S. dollars) to pro-
vide immediate assistance to affected families, Mu-
nasinghe said, noting that relief funds have been 
increased and can now be released without admin-
istrative delays.

In addition to previously released funds for dry ra-
tions, authorities have approved the distribution of 
packaged dry food items where needed, he said.

According to the latest data issued by the Disas-
ter Management Center, 355 Sri Lankans have died 
and 366 persons remain missing due to the adverse 
weather conditions affecting the country.

This photo taken with a mobile phone shows a doctor using a mobile ul-
trasound application to monitor a pregnant patient at a health center in 
Goma, North Kivu Province, the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), 

on Nov. 21, 2025. (Xinhua) In this photo provided by EssilorLuxottica in October 2025, refractions 
caused by lenslets embedded in the company’s Stellest eyeglass lens are 

projected onto a table. (AP)

UNAIDS executive director Winnie Byanyima 
speaks to the media about World AIDS Day 
2025 during a press conference at the European 
headquarters of the United Nations in Geneva, 

Switzerland, Tuesday, Nov. 25, 2025. (AP)

 This undated illustration provided by the Chinese Academy of Sciences 
(CAS) shows EP240904a, an exceptionally faint X-ray burst within the 
Milky Way captured by China’s astronomical satellite Einstein Probe in 

September 2024. (Xinhua)

EP offers new insights

Chinese satellite reveals 
strange cosmic ‘fi reworks’
BEIJING, Dec. 1, (Xinhua): In the 
course of almost two years after China’s 
astronomical satellite named Einstein 
Probe (EP) was launched, it has man-
aged to capture many extraordinary tran-
sient events in the universe that fl icker 
like fi reworks, thereby helping expand 
human understanding of extreme physi-
cal phenomena in the cosmos.

“Since its launch in January 2024, 
EP has fundamentally transformed our 
view of the dynamic X-ray universe. 
This pioneering mission, led by the 
Chinese Academy of Sciences (CAS), 
is now delivering a steady stream of 
discoveries -- uncovering rare and ex-
plosive cosmic events that were once 
too brief and faint for other telescopes 
to catch,” Yuan Weimin, principal in-
vestigator of the EP mission and a re-
searcher at the National Astronomical 
Observatories of the CAS (NAOC), 
said recently.

The EP mission is one of a series 
of space science missions under the 
leadership of the CAS. It is also an in-
ternational collaboration mission with 
contributions from the European Space 
Agency, the Max Planck Institute for 
Extraterrestrial Physics in Germany, 
and the French space agency CNES.

The probe is equipped with two com-
plementary X-ray telescopes. Its Wide-
fi eld X-ray Telescope (WXT) utilizes 
novel lobster-eye optics to monitor one-
tenth of the entire sky in a single shot, 
thus providing unprecedented sensitiv-
ity to faint, transient events. For detailed 
follow-up, the Follow-up X-ray Tel-
escope (FXT) offers a larger effective 
area and superior angular resolution to 

pinpoint and study discoveries.
“The probe can capture fl eeting 

fl ashes, monitor processes with a dura-
tion from seconds to days and years, and 
detect faint signals hidden in the dark. 
These fi ndings establish EP as a key 
player at the forefront of international 
research in time-domain high-energy 
astrophysical observations,” said Yuan.

EP discovered a new X-ray tran-
sient, EP241021a, persisting for at 
least 40 days, like a slowed-down cos-
mic fi rework, which was accompanied 
by a relativistic jet. Relevant study has 
been published in the Astrophysical 
Journal Letters.

Such a prolonged and luminous erup-
tion is extremely rare. Astronomers 
speculate it could be the signature of a 
star being torn apart by an uncommon 
intermediate-mass black hole or an unu-
sual type of explosion resulting from the 
core-collapse of a massive star.

“This discovery offers new insights 
into catastrophic explosion and the 
launching of a relativistic jet,” said Shu 
Xinwen, a professor at Anhui Normal 
University in east China, who leads the 
study.

“It also provides potentially valuable 
clues for studying the enigmatic class 
of intermediate-mass black holes,” Shu 
added.

In September 2024, the probe cap-
tured an exceptionally faint X-ray 
burst, dubbed EP240904a, within the 
Milky Way. Its observational charac-
teristics, including its X-ray “heart-
beat” and spectral evolution, as well as 
its radio and infrared properties -- iden-
tifi ed it as a new black hole candidate. 
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Duerr and teenager Colturi complete the podium

Shiffrin wins slalom on home Colorado snow to remain perfect in Olympic season
COPPER MOUNTAIN, Colo., Dec 1, (AP): Ameri-
can standout Mikaela Shiffrin dominated a World Cup 
slalom on home Colorado snow Sunday to remain per-
fect in the discipline during the Olympic season.

Shiffrin extended her winning streak in slalom to 
four races after also claiming the opening two races 
this season and the fi nal event of last season.

It was Shiffrin’s record-extending 104th World Cup 
victory and her 67th in slalom - extending the disci-
pline record, too.

Skiing through moderate snowfall, Shiffrin added to 
her fi rst-run advantage and won by a whopping 1.57 
seconds ahead of Lena Duerr of Germany, who moved 
up from ninth after the opening leg.

“Go Mikaela we love you,” said one sign held up by 
fans in the fi nish area at Copper Mountain - which is a 
half-hour drive from Shiffrin’s hometown of Edwards, 
Colo.

“I could hear you guys from the start. Thank you,” 
Shiffrin told the crowd after the second run. “I felt per-
fect this run. This was was just lights out amazing.”

Teenager Lara Colturi of Albania moved up from 
fourth after the opening run to fi nish third, 1.85 be-
hind, despite a big mistake early in her second run. 
Wendy Holdener fi nished fourth and Anna Swenn 
Larsson was fi fth.

It was Shiffrin’s fi rst victory in Colorado in more 
than a decade - since she won two slaloms at Aspen 
in November 2015. Overall, 12 of her 104 World Cup 
wins have come in the U.S.

Shiffrin also won the slalom at the 2015 world 
championships at Vail-Beaver Creek, Colo., in Febru-
ary of that year.

It’s the fourth time in Shiffrin’s career that she has 
won the opening three slaloms of a season. She won 
the opening fi ve slaloms in 2018-19, the opening four 
in 2016-17 and the opening three in 2019-20.

The other American fi nishers were Paula Moltzan in 
eighth and Nina O’Brien in 26th.

Shiffrin is expected to be one of the stars of the Feb. 
6-22 Milan Cortina Olympics, where women’s Alpine 
skiing will be held in Cortina d’Ampezzo, Italy.

At the 2021 worlds in Cortina, Shiffrin entered four 
races and won four medals.

It’s been an emotional week for Shiffrin, who was 
reduced to tears while watching fi ancée Aleksander 
Aamodt Kilde return to racing after nearly two years 
out with serious injuries in a Thanksgiving super-G at 
Copper Mountain on Thursday.

Shiffrin will race again next weekend in two giant 
slaloms in Tremblant, Quebec, before returning to Eu-
rope for the rest of the season. United States’ Mikaela Shiffrin competes during a World Cup women’s slalom skiing race in Copper Mountain. (AP)

Trial could shake up motorsports

CHARLOTTE, N.C., Dec 1, (AP): Michael Jordan’s bitter fi ght against 
NASCAR heads to federal court Monday in a jury trial that could rip apart 
the top motorsports series in the United States.

The antitrust allegations leveled by Jordan-owned 23XI Racing and 
Front Row Motorsports has exposed salacious personal communications, 
NASCAR’s fi nances and a deep contempt between some of the top execu-
tives in the sport and its participants.

Three-time Daytona 500 winner Denny Hamlin, who owns 23XI along-
side Jordan and less than a month ago had the Cup Series championship 
slip through his fi ngers, warned this weekend that the gloves will be off 
during the two-week trial in the Western District of North Carolina.

“Our fans have been brainwashed with (NASCAR’s) talking points for 
decades,” Hamlin wrote on social media. “Lies are over starting Monday 
morning. It’s time for the truth. It’s time for change.”

NASCAR Commissioner Steve Phelps has said that the series has tried 
hard to settle the case ahead of Monday’s trial.

The lawsuit was fi led by 23XI Racing, which is owned by Basketball 
Hall of Famer Jordan, Hamlin and Jordan’s longtime business manager, 
Curtis Polk. They were joined by Front Row Motorsports, a team owned 
by entrepreneur Bob Jenkins that won the 2021 Daytona 500. The two 
were the only teams out of 15 to refuse to sign renewals on the charter 
agreements NASCAR presented to them in late 2024.

All 15 teams had been fi ghting for more favorable terms in the charter 
agreements over more than two years of negotiations, and the fi nal terms 
fell short of what the teams had been seeking. 23XI and Front Row ac-
cused NASCAR of being a monopoly and sued under antitrust grounds.

The charter system was introduced in 2016 and is NASCAR’s version 
of the franchise model used by most other professional sports leagues. Be-
ing chartered guarantees that car a spot in the 40-car fi eld for all 38 races, 
as well as a defi ned payout from the weekly purse.

Even with the charters, the teams have argued that the revenue model 
is not viable. The teams wanted the charters to become permanent (they 
are renewable and revocable), a larger percentage of revenues and a voice 
in governance.

23XI and Front Row felt the new charter agreements fell short of meeting 
those demands and refused to sign. The two organizations argue NASCAR 
holds too strong of a hold on all aspects of the racing series and allege a mo-
nopoly based on exclusivity clauses, ownership of most of the race tracks on 
the Cup schedule, and its control of the rules and regulations.

23XI and Front Row are now also pursuing a large monetary sum from 
NASCAR to cover their legal fees and fi nancial losses suffered this year 
from not being chartered plus the lawsuit.

NASCAR was founded 76 years ago by the Florida-based France fam-
ily and says it has not violated antitrust law because it has done nothing to 
restrain trade beyond normal business practices.

NASCAR has argued that payouts in the 2025 charter agreement in-
creased and prove it is not anticompetitive. NASCAR has also cited the 
option for cars to enter races as “open teams” and try to make the fi eld in 
one of four nonchartered spots on qualifying speed. 23XI and Front Row 
have been open teams, and while their combined six cars made every race, 
it cost both organizations millions of dollars in purse money.

The pretrial discovery process revealed NASCAR made more than 
$100 million in 2024.

The discovery phase has been brutal for both sides with the exposure 
of unseemly personal communications from top NASCAR executives as 
well as the two teams.

Phelps was among leadership who in a discussion with other NASCAR 
executives called Hall of Fame team owner Richard Childress a “dino-
saur,” an “idiot” and a “stupid redneck.” The discussion also included a 
reference that Childress “owes his entire fortune to NASCAR” and need-
ed “to be taken out back and fl ogged.”

Another NASCAR executive alleged that fans of the sport can’t read, 
and multiple series leaders admonished Hall of Fame driver Tony Stew-
art’s summer short-track series, SRX, and threatened to have it killed be-
cause NASCAR drivers were participating.

On the other side, the president of 23XI was found to have said NAS-
CAR chairman Jim France had to die in order to receive favorable charter 
terms, Hamlin admitted his dislike for the France family, one of Jordan’s 
advisers said Hamlin wasn’t a good businessman and Jordan joked that he 
loses more money in a casino than he pays one of his drivers.

NASCAR has indicated it wants Rick Hendrick and Roger Penske, the 
two most powerful team owners in the United States, and neither Hall 
of Famer wants to testify. They both fi led a motion asking not to even 
be deposed, and if they must be, then the questioning must be limited to 
charters.

Jordan’s fight against 
NASCAR heads to court

Johnson hits late 3s for Hawks to spoil 
Embiid’s 76ers return in double-OT win

Pritchard scores 42, Brown gets triple-double as Celtics outlast Cavaliers

PHILADELPHIA, Dec 1, (AP): Jalen 
Johnson hit consecutive 3-pointers 
late in double overtime and finished 
with 41 points and 14 rebounds to 
help the Atlanta Hawks spoil Joel 
Embiid’s return in a 142-134 victory 
over the Philadelphia 76ers.

Embiid scored 18 points in 30 minutes in his 
return for the 76ers after he missed nine games 
because of injuries.

Johnson snapped a tie with his third 3 of the game 
and hit another on the next possession to send the 
Hawks to their fourth win in fi ve games.

Tyrese Maxey scored 44 points for the 76ers and 
hit a pair of clutch shots, one that forced OT and an-
other that gave them the late lead in the fi rst overtime. 
Maxey, an 88% free throw shooter, missed two from 
the line that could have stretched the lead to four, but 
instead cost the Sixers in the fi nal seconds of OT. 

The 76ers’ Dominick Barlow was whistled for a 
foul with 1.1 seconds left. Nickeil Alexander-Walker 
made both to tie it 126 and send it to the second OT. 

Alexander-Walker had 34 points and eight re-
bounds.

Embiid last played in the 76ers’ win over To-
ronto on Nov. 8 and was offi cially out the next night 
against Detroit because he wasn’t cleared to play in 
back-to-backs in the wake of his recovery from April 
surgery on his left knee. The 2023 NBA MVP, the 
76ers said it was Embiid’s right knee soreness that 
kept him from playing until Sunday.

The 76ers played for the fi rst time this season with 
their All-Star trio of Embiid, oft-injured Paul George 
and Maxey together in the starting lineup. George 
scored 16 points.

Celtics 117, Cavaliers 115
In Cleveland, Payton Pritchard scored a season-

high 42 points, Jaylen Brown got his fourth career 
triple-double and the Boston Celtics barely held on 
to beat the Cleveland Cavaliers after giving up most 
of their big lead.

The Celtics led by 21 points in the third quarter 
and were still up by 11 with less than two minutes left 

before Cleveland’s Donovan Mitchell made consecu-
tive 3-pointers to pull the Cavs within 114-112 with 
20.5 seconds left.

Pritchard, who made several big buckets down 
the stretch, then made two free throws to put Boston 
ahead 116-112 with 5.9 seconds remaining.

Cavs guard Darius Garland buried a 3-pointer with 
1.2 seconds to go, and Cleveland fouled Brown on 
the ensuing inbounds pass following a timeout. Bos-
ton’s All-Star guard could only split a pair of free 
throws, giving the Cavs a fi nal chance.

But Evan Mobley’s jumper was short at the fi nal 
horn, allowing the Celtics to escape.

Lakers 133, Pelicans 121
In Los Angeles, Luka Doncic scored 20 of his 34 

points in the fi rst quarter and the Los Angeles Lakers 
raced to their seventh straight victory over the New 
Orleans Pelicans .

Doncic also had 12 rebounds and seven assists to 
help the Lakers win for the 13th time in 15 games. 
Austin Reaves added 33 points and eight assists, De-
andre Ayton had 22 points and 12 rebounds and Rui 
Hachimura scored 14 points.

LeBron James sau out to rest a sore left foot. He 
made his season debut Nov. 18 and played in four 
games after recovering from sciatica.

Saddiq Bey had 22 points and 11 rebounds, and 
Bryce McGowens added 23 points for the Pelicans. 
They have lost 11 of 12.

New Orleans was short-handed with Zion Wil-
liamson (hamstring) and Trey Murphy III (elbow) 
watching from the bench.

Thunder 123, Trail Blazers 115
In Portland, Shai Gilgeous-Alexander scored 26 

points, Chet Holmgren had 19 points and nine re-
bounds, and the Oklahoma City Thunder beat the 
Portland Trail Blazers  for their 12th straight victory.

The Thunder move to 20-1 with the win, their only 
loss coming against the Trail Blazers on Nov. 5.

In his second game back from wrist surgery, Jalen 
Williams had 16 points and eight rebounds in 34 min-
utes.

Deni Avdija fi nished with 31 points, 19 rebounds 
and 10 assists for Portland. Toumani Camara had 19 
points and eight rebounds, and Jerami Grant scored 

18 points.
Rockets 129,  Jazz 101

In Salt Lake City, Kevin Durant scored 25 points 
in his return from a two-game absence, leading the 
Houston Rockets to a  victory over the Utah Jazz.

Alperen Sengun had 27 points to help the Rockets 
win their fi fth straight road victory. Steven Adams 
chipped in 13 points and 12 rebounds off the bench, 
and Amen Thompson had nine assists.

Houston’s defensive pressure led to the Rockets 
forcing 17 turnovers and scoring 22 points off those 
takeaways. The Rockets outscored Utah 21-8 in fast-
break points.

Ace Bailey led the Jazz with 19 points. Lauri 
Markkanen added 18 points and eight rebounds. 
Jusuf Nurkic totaled 14 points, nine assists, and six 
boards.

The Rockets held Keyonte George scoreless on 0-of-6 
shooting. George also committed eight turnovers.

Houston held the Jazz to a single basket for a 6 ½ 
minute stretch in the fi rst quarter, opening the door 
for the Rockets to go on a 19-4 run and stake out a 
30-16 lead. Kevin Durant scored a basket, assisted 
another, and had three steals to fuel the spurt.

Grizzlies 115, Kings 107
In Sacramento, Zach Edey had a career-high 32 

points and 17 rebounds to help the Memphis Griz-
zlies hold off the Sacramento Kings.

Edey recorded his third double-double of the sea-
son in 29 minutes, shooting 16 of 20 from the fl oor. 
He scored six points in the fi nal 3 1/2 minutes to lead 
the Grizzlies to their fourth straight road win.

Cam Spencer had 16 points, Jaylen Wells scored 
15 and Jaren Jackson Jr. and Kentavious Caldwell-
Pope each had 13 points.

Playing without Ja Morant, the Grizzlies - who ral-
lied from double-digit defi cits in their previous two 
games - led much of the way and then had to hold off 
a late surge by the Kings.

Sacramento trailed by 13 in the third quarter before 
putting together a run to lead 87-83 going into the 
fourth quarter.

Memphis then went on a 14-2 run to begin the 
fourth, and trailed 101-99 before Edey closed it out 
down the stretch.

Memphis Grizzlies guard John Konchar (46) makes a layup on a fast break with Sacramento Kings forward Keegan Murray (13) defending during the first 
half of an NBA basketball game in Sacramento, Calif. (AP)

In this file photo, Michael Jordan, co-owner of 23XI Racing, sits in 
his pit box during a NASCAR Cup Series auto race at Talladega 

Superspeedway, in Talladega, Ala. (AP)

Thauvin scores twice as Lens tops French league win at Angers
PARIS, Dec 1, (AP): Lens moved to the 
top of the French league with a 2-1 win at 
Angers, a day after Paris Saint-Germain fal-
tered.

Recalled France winger Florian Thauvin 
scored a goal in each half for Lens, which 
has a one-point lead over PSG. The defend-
ing champion lost 1-0 at Monaco for its sec-
ond league defeat of the season - as many as 
all last season for PSG.

It was the fourth league win in a row for 
Lens, and seventh in its last eight matches. 

Its only setback during that run was a 2-0 
loss at Metz in October.

Thauvin scored in the 45th with a power-
ful shot into the top corner and in the 74th, 
while the hosts’ goal came from Harouna 
Djibirin in the 76th.

Marseille missed the chance to overtake 
PSG at the top after conceding a stoppage-
time goal in a 2-2 home draw with Toulouse.

Lille moved up to fourth place with a 1-0 
win at Le Havre, with substitute Hamza Iga-
mane scoring a late winner after coming on 

for veteran striker Olivier Giroud.
Uruguayan striker Martin Satriano scored 

twice as Lyon beat Nantes 3-0 at home to 
climb into sixth spot.

All the goals came in the second half, af-
ter Nantes midfi elder Junior Mwanga was 
sent off for a dangerous challenge late in the 
fi rst period.

Brazilian defender Abner Vinicius scored 
in the 51st from close range after midfi elder 
Tyler Morton’s shot hit the post.

Satriano then scored in the 70th and 77th 

past goalkeeper Anthony Lopes, who made 
489 appearances for Lyon before joining 
Nantes last year.

Strasbourg dropped to eighth following a 
2-1 home loss to Brest.

Senegalese striker Sambou Soumano 
scored twice as Lorient beat Nice 3-1 at 
home to move away from the relegation 
zone.

Midtable Nice has lost six straight match-
es in all competitions and the pressure is in-
creasing on coach Franck Haise.
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Al-Musallam appointed dean of 
Asia’s Olympic Graduate School

SEOUL, Dec 1: Captain Husain Al-Musallam, President of World Aquatics and 
Director General of the Olympic Council of Asia (OCA), has been appointed Hon-
orary Dean of a newly established graduate school in Seoul dedicated to Olym-
pic-focused studies. The institution, based at Kookmin University, serves as the 
OCA’s Graduate School for Sustainability and ESG (Environmental, Social, and 
Governance) Standards.

The offi cial appointment ceremony is being jointly organized by the Interna-
tional Sports Strategy Foundation (ISF) and Kookmin University, refl ecting the 
growing global emphasis on sustainability and responsible governance in interna-
tional sports—where success is increasingly defi ned by impact, not just medals.

The event, held on the Kookmin University campus, coincides with an inter-
national forum hosted by the ISF and the university under the theme “The Future 
of the Sustainable Olympic Movement in Asia.” The forum aligns with ongoing 
global discussions about the environmental and social responsibilities associated 
with hosting major sporting events.

Captain Al-Musallam’s extensive experience—heading World Aquatics while 
serving as OCA’s Director General—positions him as a leading voice in shaping 
the future of Olympic sports management. He will deliver the forum’s keynote ad-
dress, focusing on the long-term sustainability of the Olympic movement in Asia.

The graduate school is the fi rst program of its kind to receive formal accredita-
tion from the Olympic Council of Asia. It will offer one-year master’s degrees in 
ESG management and public policy, marking a signifi cant step toward advancing 
academic research and leadership development in sports governance.

Captain Husain Al-Musallam, President of World Aquatics and Director 
General of the Olympic Council of Asia (OCA), addresses the media.

Gulf derby highlights Arab
Challenge Cup round three

AMMAN, Dec 1: Three 
matches are scheduled 
today in the third round 
of the Arab Men’s Chal-
lenge Cup, being hosted 
in Amman, Jordan, until 
December 5. The day’s 
centerpiece is the Gulf 
derby between Kuwait and 
Bahrain, set for 7:00 PM at 
Princess Sumaya Hall. Ear-
lier, Palestine will face Tu-
nisia at 3:00 PM, followed 
by Jordan against Egypt at 
5:00 PM.

Kuwait entered today’s 
round after losing its fi rst 
two matches, 0–3 to Tu-
nisia and 2–3 to Jordan.
Teams will have a rest day 
tomorrow, with the fi fth 
round on Thursday and 
the fi nal round on Friday, 
where Kuwait will face 
Egypt.

The tournament is con-
ducted in a single round-
robin format, with the team 
earning the highest points 
crowned as champion of 
the Arab Challenge Cup.

Kuwait’s delegation is 
led by Jassem Al-Failaka-
wi, board member of the 
Volleyball Federation, and 
includes team manager 
Mohammad Al-Balushi, 
Argentine head coach Ju-
lian Alvarez, assistants—
Kuwaiti Zaid Al-Kadhimi 
and Argentine Lux—and 
14 players.

Kuwait’s private sector reinforces its commitment to sustainable development locally and globally

Al-Hamra Real Estate, Makhazen and Pizza Hut conclude a 
successful sponsorship of the Football for Humanity initiative

KUWAIT CITY, Dec. 1: Kuwait’s private sector, represented by Al-Hamra Real 
Estate Company, Makhazen (formerly Agility Public Warehousing Co.), and Kout 
Food Group – the local franchisee of Pizza Hut, concluded their sponsorship of 
Football for Humanity, a UN-backed sports diplomacy initiative held under the 
patronage of the foreign minister.

The initiative, organized in partnership with the United Nations and supported 
by FIFA’s Talent Development Scheme through the Kuwait Football Association 
and 11 participating embassies, leverages football’s global appeal to promote hu-
manitarian diplomacy and provide aid to children affected by crises, starting with 
this year’s focus on Palestinian children.

The Football for Humanity initiative was unveiled on Oct. 22 at a press confer-
ence held at Al Hamra Shopping Center. The announcement featured a charity 
auction of football memorabilia signed by international stars, with proceeds di-
rected through the Kuwait Red Crescent Society to support Palestinian children. 
The auction continues online through Nov. 20.

The youth tournament followed with strong public attendance and participa-
tion from public- and private-sector institutions, bringing together more than 
400 boys and girls aged 8 to 12 on Nov. 6–7 to highlight the power of sport as 
a bridge for unity and humanitarian solidarity.

In her remarks, Sheikha Intisar Salem Ali AlSabah, Chairperson of Al-Nowair 
Non-Profi t Organization, Chair of the organizing committee, and Member of the 
Board of Trustees, said: “We extend our sincere appreciation to our partners Al-
Hamra Real Estate, Makhazen, and Pizza Hut, for their generous support of this 
initiative, which refl ects their strong commitment to social responsibility and 
alignment with the United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals. Their sup-
port has been instrumental in the success of Football for Humanity and in ampli-
fying its message of humanitarian solidarity. We look forward to continuing our 

partnership with them in future editions.”
Faisal Sultan, Chairman of Makhazen, a sponsor of the initiative, said: “At 

Makhazen, our CSR programs are rooted in strategic partnerships that amplify 
responsibility and create lasting impact. Our support for Football for Humanity re-
fl ects this commitment through an initiative that unites UN, diplomatic, and sports 
organizations around a shared humanitarian purpose aligned with the Sustainable 
Development Goals, and Kuwait Vision 2035, promoting health, development, 
and humanitarian values through youth engagement. In collaboration with the Al-
Nowair Non-Profi t Organization, we believe such initiatives play a vital role in 

empowering youth, strengthening social cohesion, and nurturing a more capable, 
resilient community for the years ahead.”

Abrar Abdulaziz Al-Habeeb, General Manager of Al-Hamra Real Estate Com-
pany, a sponsor of the initiative, said: “At Al-Hamra, we believe true success is 
measured not only by our architectural and commercial achievements, but by the 
positive impact we create in our community. Support and empowerment are at 
the heart of our mission, and we continue to innovate and open new horizons that 
help build an integrated, sustainable environment centered on people, especially 
children.

Through our sponsorship of ‘Football for Humanity,’ we put our social respon-
sibility into practice and strengthen a culture of institutional and community soli-
darity. This aligns with our vision to build a vibrant business hub and a thriving 
urban and social environment locally and globally. These initiatives are not sym-
bolic; they refl ect our identity and core values as a leading real estate developer 
that believes shared success is what makes the true difference.”

Amin Mohamed, CEO of Kout Food Group, franchisee of Pizza Hut in Kuwait and 
a sponsor of the initiative, said: “At Kout Food Group and Pizza Hut, we are proud 
to be part of this unique humanitarian experience that brought together the passion of 
football and the spirit of giving, proving that collaboration between the public and pri-
vate sectors can create meaningful impact. Football for Humanity embodies the values 
of solidarity and hope that we deeply believe in, and we look forward to continuing to 
support initiatives that put people at the heart of development and open new horizons 
for future generations toward sustainable growth.”

Football for Humanity is overseen by a Board of Trustees made up of represent-
atives from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the United Nations, and participating 
embassies, ensuring strong governance and continuity as the initiative expands to 
wider humanitarian causes in future editions.

Participants, organizers, and sponsors pose for a group photo.

Sponsorship underscores dedication to sports and wellness

AAW participates as Gold Sponsor in the 11th Gulf Bank 642 Marathon
KUWAIT CITY, Dec 1: Ali 
Abdulwahab Al Mutawa Com-
mercial Co. (AAW) participated 
as a Gold Sponsor in the 11th 
Gulf Bank 642 Marathon, held 
on November 29, 2025, at Souq 
Sharq. The company participated 
through INTERSPORT, one of 
the world’s leading sports re-
tailers, and Joe & The Juice, the 
globally recognized Danish cafe 
brand known for its juices, cof-
fee, and healthy foods. 

This sponsorship refl ects Ali 
Abdulwahab Al Mutawa Com-
mercial Company’s commitment 
to supporting community and 
sports activities that contribute 
to enhancing public health. Sev-
eral employees participated in the 
marathon, and the AAW team was 
present on-site to encourage run-
ners and motivate them to com-
plete the race. The company also 
took part in the winners ceremony 
for the men’s and women’s 42 KM 
categories, presenting trophies and 
prizes from INTERSPORT.

INTERSPORT participated 
with a dedicated booth showcas-
ing a wide selection of running 
essentials, including footwear, ap-
parel, and accessories from vari-
ous global brands. The booth also 
featured an interactive activity that 
allowed visitors to test their abili-
ties and win valuable prizes. Joe & 
The Juice participated through its 
Joe Tour, offering juices, bever-
ages, and healthy light snacks, and 
introduced a special juice created 
specifi cally for the marathon.

The Gulf Bank 642 Marathon is 
considered one of Kuwait’s larg-
est and most prominent sporting 
events, attracting participants from 
around the world. The event fea-
tures four races: 5 KM, 10 KM, 21 
KM, and the full 42 KM marathon.

AAW has a long-standing com-
mitment to supporting sports, and 
local initiatives. The company 
frequently sponsors activities that 
promote fi tness and inspire com-
munity members to adopt a health-
ier lifestyle.Ali Abdulwahab Al Mutawa Commercial Co. team captured in a group photo at the Gulf Bank Marathon.

Kuwaiti players rejoice after 
scoring in the match.

By Hassan Mosa
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

Kuwait U-17 Women’s National Team in action at the exhibition match.
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Sports
Napoli’s David Neres challenge 
for the ball with Roma’s Mario 
Hermoso during the Serie A 
soccer match between Roma 
and Napoli in Rome. Napoli 
won 1-0 at Roma to move level 
with AC Milan atop tight Serie A 
standings. (AP)

THE FIRST ENGLISH LANGUAGE DAILY IN FREE KUWAIT Published by: Arab Times Publishing House

Editor-in-Chief

AHMED AL JARALLAH

Annual Subscriptions:
Individuals KD 30, Companies & Official Departments KD 45
Airmail charges extra for overseas
Tel: 51526559 - 51508991

Advertising:

Tel: 99659717 - 50232062
E-mail: advt@arabtimesonline.com

Editorial Office:
Tel: 24826912 - Airport Road, Shuwaikh
P.O. Box: 2270, 13023 Safat, Kuwait 
E-mail: arabtimes@arabtimesonline.com

Winter Games Club organizes 2nd National
Short-Track Speed Skating Championship

Kuwait Club finalizes hosting agreement 
for upcoming Gulf Handball Champ’ship

Max wins Qatar GP amid 
McLaren strategy blunder

Title fight goes to final race

DOHA, Dec 1, (AP): One 
week after losing all their 
points from the Las Ve-
gas Grand Prix, McLaren 
threw away a bunch more 
in an increasingly tense 
Formula 1 title race by 
botching a strategy call at 
the Qatar GP.

Red Bull’s Max Verstappen 
took full advantage of the unex-
pected gift to clinch a seventh win 
this season - his 70th overall - as 
he closed the gap on champion-
ship leader Lando Norris from 24 
points at the start of the weekend to 
12 points, heading into next Sun-
day’s title decider in Abu Dhabi.

McLaren still has two drivers in 
contention, with Oscar Piastri four 
points behind Verstappen in third, but 
must stop the slide. 

Last Sunday, the two drivers lost a 
combined 30 points after both were 
disqualifi ed following the race, won 
by Verstappen.

At the Qatar GP, Norris would have 
clinched his fi rst F1 title with a win but 
fi nished fourth, with Piastri placing 
second having started from pole posi-
tion and looking assured. 

But after an early safety car, 
McLaren’s decision to keep both driv-
ers out backfi red badly as Verstappen 
effectively benefi ted from a free tire 
change in a mandatory two-stop race.

“It’s tough, we just have to have 
faith in the team to make the right de-
cision,” Norris told broadcaster Sky 
Sports. ”Now it’s the wrong decision, 

we shouldn’t have done it (and) we 
didn’t do a good job today.”

Norris leads with 408 points, Ver-
stappen has 396 and Piastri 392. All 
three title contenders have won seven 
races. Verstappen is aiming for a fi fth 
straight F1 crown, with Piastri chasing 
a fi rst title. Norris will become the fi rst 
British driver to win the championship 
since Lewis Hamilton clinched his 
seventh title in 2020 if he fi nishes at 
least third in Abu Dhabi even if Ver-
stappen wins the race.

Although Verstappen overtook Norris 
heading into Turn 1, Piastri made a clean 
start and took a comfortable lead early 
on. Piastri also said McLaren made an 
error by staying out following the safety 
car, which came out after Nico Hulken-

berg’s Sauber was sent spinning off the 
track on Lap 7 after being clipped by Al-
pine driver Pierre Gasly.

“Speechless. I don’t know any 
words,” Piastri said. “It is a little bit 
tough to swallow at the moment.”

Later, the Australian added: “Clear-
ly we didn’t get it right” and said there 
would be discussions.

The decision played into Verstap-
pen’s hands and the elated Dutchman 
climbed out of his car and jumped into 
the arms of his mechanics and engi-
neers after winning.

“This was an incredible race for us, 
we made the right call as a team to box 
under that safety car,” Verstappen said. 
“Super happy to win here, we stayed in 
the fi ght until the end. Incredible.”

KUWAIT CITY, Dec 1: The Winter Games Club recently organized the Sec-
ond Kuwait National Short-Track Speed Skating Championship, featuring 
around 20 athletes competing on the club’s ice rink.

The one-day event highlighted the growing potential of Kuwait’s young 
skating talents. Adeeb Halawa captured the men’s gold medal, Bader Al-Sar-
raf claimed gold in the youth category, Ahmed Ma’arafi secured first place 
among juniors, and Saud Salem topped the cadets division.

Club President Fahad Al-Ajmi praised the strong level of competition, de-
scribing the races in this Winter Olympic discipline as intense, skillful, and 
highly entertaining for spectators.

Al-Ajmi noted that the club is committed to hosting such championships to 
support its athletes and elevate their technical abilities as they prepare to repre-
sent Kuwait in future regional and international events. He emphasized that these 
sporting gatherings play a key role in promoting winter sports among young peo-
ple, especially children who are eager to explore ice-based activities.

He added that the high evaluations received by many participants from the 
judges signal promising future performances in international competitions. 
Al-Ajmi also extended his appreciation to speed skating director Yousef Al-
Kandari and the national team’s coaching staff, led by Malaysian coach Mo-
hamed Arif, for their dedicated efforts in advancing the sport.

 Presentation of awards to the top finishers.

Sousa confident

Girona frustrates Madrid

Kuwait ready for Egypt test
DOHA, Dec 1, (KUNA): Kuwait head coach Hélio Sousa says his 
squad is fully prepared for their 2025 FIFA Arab Cup opener against 
Egypt on Tuesday, while acknowledging the “diffi cult” challenge 
awaiting them.

Speaking at a press conference, the Portuguese tactician praised his 
team’s consistency and spirit, expressing confi dence in achieving a 
positive result—especially after Kuwait’s convincing 2–0 playoff vic-
tory over Mauritania, which secured their place in the Qatar-hosted 
tournament.

Looking ahead to the clash with Egypt, Sousa described the op-
ponents as a team “full of quality,” noting that African sides tradi-
tionally deliver some of the strongest performances in the Arab Cup. 
He emphasized that the match would serve as a true test of Kuwait’s 
capabilities.

Right winger Eid Al-Rashidi echoed his coach’s remarks, saying 
the squad completed intensive, tactically focused training sessions de-
signed to address mistakes identifi ed in previous outings.

Egypt’s head coach Helmy Toulan affi rmed his team’s readiness 
as well, expressing confi dence in captain and key midfi elder Amr El-
Solia, who stressed the team’s primary ambition of making a deep run 
in the tournament.

Kuwait and Egypt are grouped alongside the UAE and Jordan in 
Group Three of the 2025 FIFA Arab Cup, which will be held in Doha 
from December 1 to 18.

MADRID, Dec 1, (AP): Real Madrid 
failed to return to the top of the Span-
ish league after being held 1-1 at rele-
gation-threatened Girona.

Kylian Mbappé converted a 67th-
minute penalty after Azzedine Ounahi 
had put the hosts ahead in the 45th at 
Montilivi Stadium.

Mbappé, who scored four goals 
midweek against Olympiakos in the 
Champions League, almost won it for 
Madrid when his right-footed strike 
from near the penalty spot just missed 
deep into stoppage time.

“I liked how the team reacted, even 
though it wasn’t enough to get the 
win,” Real Madrid coach Xabi Alonso 
said. “In the second half we improved 
and we could’ve won coming from be-
hind. We couldn’t finish the chances 
we created.”

Madrid complained it should have 
had a penalty in the 80th after a chal-
lenge on Rodrygo.

It was the third straight league 
draw for Madrid, which relinquished 
the league lead  after Barcelona beat 
Alaves 3-1. Barcelona is one point 
ahead of Madrid after 14 matches. 

Girona, which is 18th, has won only 
one of its last six league games. 

Alberto Moleiro scored five min-
utes into stoppage-time as third-placed 
Villarreal extended its league winning 
streak to five matches with a 3-2 vic-
tory at Real Sociedad. 

Villarreal was leading 2-0 before the 
hosts hit back with goals in the 60th 
and 87th.

Moleiro netted the winner with a 
shot from the edge of the area deep 
into added time.

By Khaled Al-Enezi
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Dec 1: Kuwait Club has officially 
signed an agreement with the Arab Handball Federa-
tion to host the 42nd Arab Gulf Handball Cup Winners’ 
Championship, scheduled to take place at the Sheikh 
Saad Al-Abdullah Indoor Complex from February 7 to 
17.

The signing ceremony was held at the Kuwait Handball 
Federation headquarters in the Martyr Fahad Al-Ahmad 
Center in Daiya, attended by Arab Handball Federation 
Secretary-General Fakher Al-Ghashi, Ali Al-Ayawat, 
and Acting President of the Kuwait Handball Federation 
Shabib Al-Hajri, Secretary Qaid Al-Adwani, and Kuwait 
Club Handball Director Samih Al-Hajri.

The tournament will be organized under the supervi-
sion of the Arab Handball Federation after the expiration 
of the Gulf Handball Committee’s mandate. This pro-
vides the championship with full legal backing, particu-
larly following a Gulf state’s formal request to host the 

event.
Fakher Al-Ghashi noted that Kuwait Club was selected 

due to its proven experience and strong capabilities in 
successfully hosting major competitions, as seen in the 
last two editions of the Arab Club Championship. Their 
achievements made the club a natural choice to host this 
year’s Gulf championship.

He expressed full confidence in the success of this Gulf 
gathering on Kuwait’s “land of friendship and peace.”

Shabib Al-Hajri emphasized that all resources and 
facilities will be provided to ensure the championship’s 
success, reaffirming Kuwait Handball’s strong reputa-
tion in organizing tournaments at both club and national 
levels.

Kuwait Club Handball Director Samih Al-Hajri ex-
tended his gratitude to the Arab Federation for trusting 
the “White Fortress” with hosting duties for the 42nd edi-
tion of the competition. He noted that the club’s leader-
ship, headed by Chairman Khaled Al-Ghanem, is com-
mitted to delivering a successful event and overcoming 
any challenges.

 Highlights from the signing of the Arab Gulf Handball hosting agreement.

Red Bull driver Max Verstappen of the Netherlands celebrates after win-
ning the Qatar Formula One Grand Prix, in Lusail, Qatar. (AP)

  Players training for the opener.

Brilliant Kohli hits 52nd ODI century as India beats South Africa
RANCHI, India, Dec 1, (AP): Batting 
great Virat Kohli smashed his 52nd 
ODI century and India went on to beat 
South Africa by 17 runs in their series 
opener.

Kohli’s 135 off 120 balls powered 
India to 349-8 in 50 overs after the 
home team lost its 19th consecutive 
toss and South Africa opted to field 
first.

South Africa made an impressive 
recovery after losing three early wick-
ets as Matthew Breetzke (72), Marco 
Jansen (70) and Corbin Bosch (67) 
struck aggressive half centuries before 
the Proteas were bowled out for 332 in 
49.2 overs.

“I just wanted to play the ball and 
enjoy the game of cricket,” Kohli said. 
“I’ve never been a believer of a lot of 
prep, all my cricket has been mental. I 

work physically very hard, as long as 
my fitness levels are up and then you 
visualize batting and feeling well, it’s 
good.”

South Africa stumbled to 11-3 in-
side the powerplay before recovering. 
Fast bowler Harshit Rana (3-65) dis-
missed Ryan Rickelton and Quinton de 
Kock for ducks in the second over of 
the innings and Arshdeep Singh (2-64) 
found the outside edge from captain 
Aiden Markram.

But South Africa batted aggressive-
ly with Tony de Zorzi (39) and Dewald 
Brevis (37) scoring better than a run-a-
ball to keep their team in the hunt.

Jansen came in to bat in the 22nd 
and the bowlers found it difficult to hit 
the right lengths with the wet ball be-
cause of dew.

Jansen smashed eight fours and 

three sixes in his 39-ball knock as he 
raised his half century off 26 balls 
with Breetzke taking a backseat in a 
whirlwind stand of 97 runs. But wrist 
spinner Kuldeep Yadav (4-68) claimed 
both wickets when the batters went for 
big shots in the 34th over as South Af-
rica slipped to 228-7.

Bosch’s 51-ball knock took the game 
deep in the company of tailenders and 
hit five fours and four sixes. He had re-
duced the target to 18 off the final over 
before he got caught in the covers as 
the last man out.

Kohli demonstrated his ODI domi-
nance, along with another Indian 
white-ball stalwart Rohit Sharma 
(57).

The pair, who retired from T20s and 
test cricket, shared a 136-run, second-
wicket stand after Nandre Burger had 

Yashasvi Jaiswal (18) caught behind in 
the fourth over.

Kohli and Sharma thrilled the 
38,000 crowd in Ranchi as they took 
on the four pacers and spin of Prenelan 
Subrayen (0-73).

Sharma, who was dropped on 1 by 
de Zorzi at deep backward square leg, 
overtook Shahid Afridi’s record of 351 
sixes in ODIs when he hooked Jansen 
over long leg. Sharma hit five fours 
and three sixes in his 51-ball innings 
before he was finally trapped lbw by 
Jansen.

South Africa stemmed the flow of 
runs in the middle overs and Brevis 
took a superb catch at point to dis-
miss Ruturaj Gaikwad (8) while 
Washington Sundar (13) holed out at 
mid-off as India reached 200-4 in the 
31st over.


