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Amir, Crown Prince receive officials on Kuwait’s ICAO milestone
KUWAIT CITY, Nov 30, (KUNA): His Highness 
the Amir Sheikh Meshal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah on Sunday received at Bayan Palace De-
fense Minister Sheikh Abdullah Ali Abdullah Al-
Salem Al-Sabah and Head of the Public Authority 
for Civil Aviation Sheikh Humoud Mubarak Al-
Humoud Al-Jaber Al-Sabah.

The reception was held on the occasion of Ku-
wait obtaining International Civil Aviation Orga-
nization (ICAO) Council President’s Certificate 
for Excellence in civil aviation security oversight, 
in recognition of the progress it has made in estab-
lishing an effective civil aviation security moni-
toring system.

They also presented His Highness the Amir 
with a commemorative shield on the occasion 
of opening the third runway and the new control 
tower at Kuwait International Airport.

His Highness the Amir congratulated them on 
this achievement, wishing them continued suc-
cess and progress in all regional and international 
forums. 

Also on Sunday, His Highness the Crown 
Prince Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah 
received at Bayan Palace Defense Minister Sheikh 
Abdullah Ali Abdullah Al-Salem Al-Sabah and 

Kuwait 24K gold 
soars to KD 41.5

Kuwait forms special unit
against human trafficking

Kuwait anti-drug blitz 
kicks off December 15

Home-based businesses key
to ‘growth’: Dr. Al-Huwailah

MANAMA: Kuwait’s Minister 
of Foreign Affairs Abdullah Al-
Yahya presided over the 166th 
session of the Gulf Coopera-
tion Council Foreign Ministers’ 
Council in Manama, capital of 
Bahrain, on Sunday.

The meeting reviewed the 
preparations for the 46th summit-
level session of GCC Supreme 
Council and ways to enhance the 
progress of joint action in all are-
as, according to a statement from 
the Kuwaiti Foreign Ministry.
(KUNA)

❑       ❑      ❑

TEHRAN: Iranian Foreign Minis-
ter Abbas Araghchi and visiting 
Saudi Deputy Foreign Minister 
for Political Affairs Saud Al-Sati 
discussed Sunday strengthening 
bilateral relations and discussing 
regional developments.

This came during a meeting 
held at the Iranian Foreign Min-
istry’s headquarters, the ministry 
said in a press release. (KUNA)

❑       ❑      ❑

CAIRO: Egypt’s Higher Admin-
istrative Court has annulled votes 
in 26 more constituencies in the 
fi rst round of parliamentary elec-
tions, bringing the total count of 
constituencies where votes have 
been cancelled up to 45.

The court stated late Saturday 
that it had turned down 100 chal-
lenges against fi rst-round votes, but 
accepted others pertinent to some 
constituencies covered in the latest 
ruling, noting that the constituencies 
where votes have been annulled 
cover nine governorates. (KUNA)

Balanced emotional health
initiative unveiled at forum 

By Inaas Awadh
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Nov 30: The 
Kuwaiti Sociologists Association 
on Sunday concluded its dialogue 
forum, which was organized by the 
Women and Children Committee 
at the Association with the theme, 
“Faces of Silent Violence.” 

Saad Al-Hajji, Public Relations 
and Social Relations Consultant, 
moderated the forum that covered 
three topics.

Present at the forum were Soci-
ology Professor at the College of 
Basic Education Dr. Mohammad 
Al-Ajmi, Educational Psychothera-
pist and Chairperson of the Women 

and Children Committee in the As-
sociation Dr. Fatima Al-Ruwaieh, 
Anthropology and Sociology Pro-
fessor at Kuwait University Dr. 
Maha Al-Sajary, Media Consultant 
for Television and Radio Dr. Bas-
sam Al-Jazaf, and Family Coun-
selor Dr. Hanan Al-Qattan.

Two recommendations were 
presented at the forum.  First is the 
launching of the Balanced Emotion-
al Health Initiative for Women and 
Men, and second is to establish the 
Observatory for Silent Violence in 
order to monitor psychological and 
social pressures and analyze indica-
tors of silent violence as a cumula-
tive result of women’s self-pressure, 

By Fares Ghaleb
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Nov 30: Minister of 
Social, Family and Childhood Af-
fairs Dr. Amthal Al-Huwailah said 
the First Gulf Forum for Building the 
Capacities and Skills of Home-Based 
Business Owners is a crucial step in 
empowering home-based, small and 
micro-enterprises, which are consid-

ered active elements in supporting the 
economy, achieving sustainability, 
and diversifying income sources in 
the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) 
countries.

Speaking at the opening of the 
two-day forum, Al-Huwailah con-
firmed that home-based businesses 
are significant economic drivers, con-
tributing to innovation, the empower-
ment of women, and intensifying the 
economic participation of the family.  
She pointed out that digital advance-
ments provided these businesses with 
ample opportunities to access Gulf 
markets and expand their customer 
base.

On the other hand, Mohammad 
Al-Obaidli, Director of the Execu-
tive Office of the Council of Min-
isters of Labor and Social Affairs in 
GCC countries, stated that the forum 
serves as a link between home-based 
business owners and the private sec-
tor, offering an opportunity to expand 
investments and provide practical 
platforms for financing, training and 
digital marketing.

Al-Obaidli revealed that the Ex-
ecutive Office considers this forum 
a tactical step towards transforming 
home-based businesses from individ-
ual initiatives into leading regional 
enterprises capable of competition, 
growth and sustainability, thereby, 
strengthening the Gulf social econ-
omy.

Continued on Page 5

By Munif Naif
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Nov 30: 
Kuwait’s First Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minis-
ter of Interior Sheikh Fahad 
Yousef Saud Al-Sabah has 
affirmed that the issuance 
of Decree-Law No. 159/2025 
on combating drugs and 
psychotropic substances 
signals the entry of the State 

into a new 
phase of 
legislative 
resolve to 
p r o t e c t 
society.

D e c r e e -
Law No. 
159/2025 on 
c o m b a t i n g 
narcotics and 
psychotropic 

substances and 
regulating their 

use and trafficking has been published in 
the Official Gazette (Kuwait Al-Youm). 
The law shall take effect on Dec 15, 
2025.  It consists of 84 articles divided 
into 13 chapters.

Sheikh Fahad Al-Yousef affirmed that 
the Ministry of Interior is continuing its 
war against drugs without leniency to-
wards those who tamper with the security 
of society. 

Continued on Page 5

Massive narcotics seized as drug war enters fierce phase

KUWAIT CITY, Nov 30: The price of gold rose 
to $4,218 per ounce at the end of trading last 
week, supported by expectations that the US Fed-
eral Reserve will cut interest rates in December, 
reports Al-Seyassah daily.

According to a report issued by the Kuwaiti 
firm, Dar Al-Sabaek, on Sunday, the price of 
24-karat gold reached KD 41.5 per gram (approxi-
mately $127), while 22-karat gold reached KD 38 
per gram (around $116). A kilogram of silver was 
priced at KD 610 (about $ 1,995).

An ounce is a unit for measuring mass equal 
to 28.349 grams. As a unit of measurement for 
precious metals, an ounce is equivalent to 31.103 
grams.

The report stated that the limited economic 
data released last week did not prevent gold 
price from rising by more than one percent amid 
expectations that the US monetary easing cycle 
will continue.

Inflation data showed a significant slowdown in 
producer prices, while the labor market continues 
to demonstrate resilience despite some early signs 
of weakness.

Continued on Page 4

KUWAIT CITY, Nov 30, (KUNA): Public Pros-
ecutor Judge Saad Alsafran on Sunday issued a 
decision to form a specialized team tasked with 
combating human and migrants’ trafficking, im-
plementing the relevant national strategy.

The Public Prosecution said in a statement the 
move was in line with efforts to revamp the crimi-
nal justice system, designed to ensure victims’ 
protection, elevate efficiency of investigation and 
judicial proceedings for this type of crimes of 
compound nature.

The team includes Deputy Director of Al-
Assima (Kuwait Capital) Prosecution, Com-
bating Human and Migrants’ Trafficking and 
Capital Market Prosecution, Musaed Al-Sh-
emmari, Member of the Technical Office of 
the Public Prosecution Fahad Almutairi, Mem-
ber of the International Cooperation Pros-
ecution and Human Rights Barrak Kankouni, 
Member of the Complaints and Grievances 
Examination Office Mubarak Boudai, Member 
of the Public Funds Prosecution and Money-
Laundering and Terrorism Funding Abdullah 
Almutairi and Member of Al-Assima Public 
Prosecution, Human and Immigrants’ Traf-
ficking Abdullah Alshanfa.

Continued on Page 4
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Amiri Diwan photo
HH the Amir receives Defense Minister Sheikh Abdullah Ali Abdullah Al-Salem Al-
Sabah and Head of the Public Authority for Civil Aviation Sheikh Humoud Mubarak 

Al-Humoud Al-Jaber Al-Sabah.

Crown Prince Diwan photo
HH the Crown Prince receives Defense Minister Sheikh Abdullah Ali Abdullah Al-Salem 
Al-Sabah and Head of the Public Authority for Civil Aviation Sheikh Humoud Mubarak 

Al-Humoud Al-Jaber Al-Sabah.

Sheikh Mohammed Jarrah 
Al-Sabah joins meeting with 
Lebanese PM Nawaf Salam

Weyay Bank marks four 
years as Kuwait’s digital 

banking pioneer

Al Ahli Bank of Kuwait 
conducts fire drill at 

headquarters
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Sheikh Fahad Al-Yousef

Photo by Samer Shiqer
Glistening in the cold night, Kuwait’s Liberation Tower signals a dramatic shift from a hot 30°C day to a cold, fog-kissed night at 12°C.

Newswatch

Photo by Samer Shiqer
Photo during the dialogue forum, which was organized by the Wom-
en and Children Committee at the Association with the theme, ‘Fac-

es of Silent Violence.’

KUNA photo
Minister of Social Affairs, Family 
and Childhood Affairs Dr. Amthal 
Al-Huwailah delivers a speech dur-
ing the opening of the First Gulf 
Forum for Building the Capacities 
and Skills of Home-Based Business 

Owners on Sunday.
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Fajr  ........ 05:00
Sunrise ..  06:24
Zohr .......  11:37

Asr .......... 14:30
Maghrib .. 16:49
Isha  ........ 18:11 

 Prayer Timings

Expected weather for next 24 hrs:
By Day: Rather hot and partly 

cloudy to cloudy with light vari-
able wind to light to moderate 
southeasterly wind, with speeds 
of 08-30 km/h with a chance for 
drizzle and a chance for fog form-
ing at night.

By Night: Rather cold and 

cloudy to partly cloudy with light 
to moderate southeasterly wind to 
light variable wind, with speeds of 
06-28 km/h with a chance for fog 
forming over coastal areas.

Station Max Exp Min Rec
Kuwait City 29 16
Kuwait Airport 30 12

Abdaly 30 10
Jahra 30 15
Failaka Island 26 12
Salmiyah 27 20
Ahmadi 29 14
Nuwaisib 29 13
Wafra 30 11          
Salmy 28 12

Weather 

    PM Diwan photo 
His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Ahmad Abdullah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah re-
ceives the  Director General of the Mohammad Bin Rashid Space Centre in the 
United Arab Emirates (MBRSC) Salem Humaid Al Marri and  the UAE Ambassador 

to Kuwait Dr. Matar Al-Neyadi.

Kuwait disburses food, med
aid to alleviate Sudan agony

Field clinics set up for primary healthcare: offi cial

KHARTOUM, Nov 30, (KUNA): 
Through its persistent humanitar-
ian aid, Kuwait is seeking to allevi-
ate the woes and anguish of inter-
nally displaced persons (IDPs) in 
the town of Tawila in Sudan’s west-
ern Darfur region.

Hundreds of IDPs have fl ooded en masse 
to Tawila since the paramilitary Rapid Sup-
port Forces (RSF) seized control of the city 
of Al-Fasher, the capital of Sudan’s North 
Darfur state, last month.

This came after an 18-month siege that cut resi-
dents off from food, medicine and other critical 
supplies.

Tawila Town, which is 60 km west of Al-Fash-
er, has received nearly 379,000 IDPs only since 
April 2025, taking the total number of IDPs in 
the town up to 700,000 since the RSF seized Al-
Fasher.

With hundreds of families still fl owing to the 
town, Tawila has been locked in a severe shortage 
of water, food and health services.

Amid this serious humanitarian crisis in Su-
dan in general and Tawila in particular, Kuwait 
is trying hard to ease relevant impacts by send-
ing continued humanitarian assistance involving 
foodstuff and medicine.

In this context, the Kuwait Patients Helping 
Fund Society has recently stepped up its fi eld ac-
tivities in this Sudanese town in a move that is in-
tended to bridge the pressing food and health gap.

Speaking to KUNA, the society’s Executive 
Director Dr. Abdulmajeed Fadhlallah said its 

medical teams have recently 
carried out a series of ur-
gent interventions, including 
fi eld clinics for primary care, 
check-up, psychological sup-
port, health awareness and 
early detection of chronic 
diseases, along with medical 
and preventive food distribu-
tion.

He added that the Kuwaiti 
charity’s teams have also 
tried to protect women and 
girls from violence hazards 

based on social gender, and to send emergency 
cases to Tawila Hospital.

The society’s offi ce has moved to Tawila, 
where it has already set up a fi eld medical station, 
since the RSF took control of Al-Fasher.

The town is now home to as many as 700,000 
IDPs, 21 percent of whom are living in refugee 
camps and 74 percent in random settlements and 
open areas.

The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) 
warned that the recent escalation of violence in 

Al Fasher, North Darfur, had forced thousands of 
children and families to fl ee their homes.

It said in a press release that after days under siege 
and a long, harrowing journey to safety, families 
were arriving in Tawila in extremely desperate con-
ditions, warning that many children and adults are 
malnourished, exhausted, and arrive with nothing 
more than the clothes they are wearing.

The UN agency underlined that families ur-
gently need shelter, food, clean water, and lifesav-
ing health services.

UNICEF’s Representative in Sudan Sheldon 
Yett described the children arriving in the camp as 
“bewildered, malnourished and dehydrated.”

“The issue is the extreme violence that many 
of these children witnessed is just astounding to 
me. Seeing their mothers disappear and, in some 
cases, family members are being shot,” he said.

UN relief chief Tom Fletcher  said the suffering 
of internally displaced persons in northern Darfur 
is “indescribable”, noting that children made up 
more than 50 percent of people who had fl ed vio-
lence in Al-Fasher.

The International Organization for Migration 
(IOM) estimated the number of those who had 
fl ed violence in Al-Fasher and nearby villages af-
ter the RSF’s control at more than 990,000.

It also warned that 98 percent of refugee fami-
lies in the town of Tawila require basic sleeping 
tools, like mats, and shelter because many are 
forced to sleep outdoors without protection.

Dr. Fadhlallah

Kuwait, UAE eye space cooperation
KUWAIT CITY, Nov 30, (KUNA): His 
Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh 
Ahmad Abdullah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah 
received on Sunday the Director Gen-
eral of the Mohammad Bin Rashid 
Space Centre in the United Arab Emir-
ates (MBRSC) Salem Humaid Al Marri 
and his accompanying delegation at 
Bayan Palace.

The meeting discussed coopera-
tion in space and technology, includ-
ing ways to bolster scientific and 
innovative developments between 

MBRSC and the Kuwait Foundation 
for the Advancement of Sciences 
(KFAS).

The meeting was attended by the 
Head of the Prime Minister’s Di-
wan, Abdulaziz Al-Dakhil, Director 
General of the Kuwait Direct Invest-
ment Promotion Authority (KDIPA) 
Sheikh Dr. Meshaal Jaber Al-Ahmad 
Al-Sabah, Director General of KFAS 
Dr. Ameenah Farhan, and the UAE 
Ambassador to Kuwait Dr. Matar Al-
Neyadi.

Embassy of the State of Kuwait participates in APWA charity bazaar in Brussels
BRUSSELS, Nov 30, (KUNA): The 
Embassy of the State of Kuwait in Bel-
gium participated Saturday in a charity 
bazaar, organized by the Asia-Pacifi c 
Women’s Association (APWA), to 
raise funds for children and women 
in confl ict zones, including Gaza and 
Sudan.

In its pavilion, the Embassy of the 
State of Kuwait in Brussels displayed 
a variety of Kuwaiti products, includ-
ing traditional clothing, foodstuffs, lo-
cal cuisine, handicrafts, artistic works, 
and traditional utensils.

Visitors to the bazaar expressed ad-
miration of the Kuwaiti pavilion and 
its displayed items.

In a statement to KUNA, Kuwait’s 
Ambassador to Belgium, Nawaf Al-
Enezi, underlined the importance of 
such humanitarian initiatives, which 
aim to build bridges and promote soli-
darity among peoples of the world.

He expressed his deep appreciation to 
the volunteers, participants, and visitors 
to the bazaar, he also thanked the Kuwait 
Petroleum International for supporting 

the embassy’s participation.
Ambassador Al-Enezi noted that 

such events encourage humanitarian 
action particularly by diplomatic mis-
sions and diplomats.

The event witnessed high turnout 
from the diplomatic community in 
Belgium and their families.

It featured a variety of activities, 
including the distribution of incen-
tive prizes to contributors and visi-
tors, activities for children, and pa-
vilions offered a variety of Asian and 
Arab cuisine, as well as an exhibition 
of Arab and traditional products and 
handicrafts, which created a family 
atmosphere.

The Asia-Pacifi c Women’s Associa-
tion (APWA), a group of women dip-
lomats from the Asia-Pacifi c region, in 
Brussels organizes this charity bazaar 
annually. It features traditional cloth-
ing, handicrafts, and food from various 
member countries, raising funds for 
charitable causes. It aims to foster in-
ternational relations and celebrate the 
cultural diversity of the region.

   KUNA photos
The Kuwaiti delegation looking after their stall at the bazaar.

Kuwaiti products on display at the charity bazaar in Brussels.

Plan to Kuwaitize top MoE
jobs is underway – report

MoCI eyes more inspectors to enhance output

KUWAIT CITY, Nov 30: The plan to Ku-
waitize supervisory positions in the educa-
tional sector is underway, reports Al-Jarida 
daily quoting sources. Sources disclosed 
that Minister of Education Sayed Jalal Al-
Tabtabaie issued a directive emphasizing 
the importance of strengthening the pres-
ence of nationals in all educational fi elds, 
particularly in supervisory roles.

Sources stated that the relevant depart-
ments in the Ministry of Education are 
working on a Kuwaitization plan for super-
visory positions, which covers non-Kuwaiti 
subject supervisors and department heads 
— both expatriates and Gulf nationals. 

Sources added that the plan aims to 
achieve 100 percent Kuwaitization of 
supervisory positions by the start of the 
2026/2027 academic year.

Sources confi rmed that the plan complies 
with the decisions and instructions of the Civil 
Service Commission (CSC), stipulating that 
supervisory positions are reserved exclusively 
for Kuwaiti citizens. The plan is also aligned 
with educational development strategies 
focused on strengthening national identity 
among students, sources elaborated.

Sources indicated that the ministry is cur-
rently compiling a list of the number and ti-
tles of non-Kuwaiti educational supervisors 

in preparation for making the necessary 
decisions regarding them. These decisions 
will likely include terminating their servic-
es and reassigning some of them as teachers 
in subjects where there is a confi rmed need.

Sources said the relevant authorities will 
lay down a Kuwaitization plan and deter-
mine the number of vacancies to be added 
to the existing ones. This will allow the 
placement of Kuwaiti employees who pass 
the promotion exams for supervisory posi-
tions, which are scheduled to be held in the 
coming period. Sources hinted that the va-
cancies will be fi lled at the beginning of the 
next academic year.

Sources also clarifi ed that Resolution No. 
116/2025 sets out a new mechanism for fi ll-
ing educational supervisory positions. This 
mechanism is based on several criteria, in-
cluding years of experience, the number of 
training courses completed by the applicant, 
passing specialized tests, and participating 
in courses that culminate in promotion ex-
ams. The aim is to enhance leadership skills 
in educational supervisory roles.

The ministry received applications elec-
tronically on April 27 and granted appli-
cants a grace period this week to add any 
new documents, and the applications will 
be reviewed soon.

By Marwa Al-Bahrawi
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff 

KUWAIT CITY, Nov 30: The Ministry of Commerce and Industry, in cooper-
ation with the Public Authority for Applied Education and Training (PAAET), 
is preparing for the training of a new batch of commercial inspectors. 

This is part of the efforts of the ministry to improve its oversight capabili-
ties, and raise the level of fi eld readiness in monitoring markets and regulat-
ing commercial activity.

Faisal Al-Ansari, Director of the Commercial Control Department at the 
ministry, explained that the cooperation with PAAET is included in a plan 
to train inspectors according to modern professional and legal standards. He 
revealed that the training programs include inspection skills, enforcement 
procedures, ways to deal with violations, mechanisms for writing reports, 
and technical training on electronic systems that have become a central part 
of oversight work.

He said the next phase will witness an increase in the number of fi eld in-

spectors and an intensifi cation of monitoring campaigns in the governorates. 
He affi rmed that the ministry is working hard to develop its digital capabili-
ties and electronically link inspection teams to a unifi ed system that allows 
immediate follow up of reports, price monitoring, and documentation of any 
violation in the local market.

He pointed out that the cooperation with PAAET refl ects the commitment 
of both entities to develop national talent capable of supporting the monitor-
ing system. He said the practical and theoretical training programs will con-
tribute to building a strong base of qualifi ed personnel capable of protecting 
consumers and regulating commercial activity in accordance with the appli-
cable laws and regulations.

Al-Ansari made the announcement at an event organized by PAAET to 
honor him and a group of inspectors for their efforts in developing the inspec-
tion system, particularly after the implementation of the electronic violations 
system launched by the ministry. This system expedited the enforcement pro-
cedures, provided greater accuracy in recording and documenting violations, 
and enhanced transparency in fi eld monitoring.

NCCAL reveals new Sharq mural
KUWAIT CITY, Nov 30, (KUNA): The 
National Council for Culture, Arts and Let-
ters (NCCAL), revealed on Saturday a new 
mural in Sharq area in cooperation with the 
Embassy of Canada in Kuwait as part of the 
cultural exchange program and the National 
Mural Arts Project (The Third Art).

The mural was created jointly by Kuwaiti 
artist Yousef Saleh and Canadian artist Bri-
an Byung, which creates opportunities for 
Kuwaiti and international artists and further 
strengthens cultural exchange, Secretary-
General of the Council, Dr. Mohammad Al-
Jassar said to KUNA.

KUNA photo
The Canadian Ambassador, the Secretary General of the National Council, and the 

Kuwaiti and Canadian artists.

Citizenship of 12
persons revoked

KUWAIT CITY, Nov 30: Decree No. 218/2025, 
revoking the Kuwaiti citizenship of 12 individuals, 
including those who acquired it through dependency, 
has been published in the Offi cial Gazette (Kuwait 
Al-Youm), reports Al-Seyassah daily.

The following decrees has been published as well:
■ Decree No. 219/2025, revoking the Kuwaiti citi-
zenship of a woman, as well as those who acquired it 
through dependency
■ Decree No. 221/2025, revoking the Kuwaiti citi-
zenship of an individual, including those who ac-
quired it through dependency.

Kuwait book fair sheds light
on media and its ‘cultural role’
KUWAIT CITY, Nov 30, (KUNA): The 
48th Kuwait International Book Fair fea-
tured a panel discussion on the infl uence 
of Kuwaiti media on culture, moderated by 
Fahad Al-Husseini.

Experts included Dr Ahmad Al-Haidar, 
Dr. Fawaz Al-Ajmi, and Dr Hussain Ibra-
him.

Al-Haidar highlighted the history of Ku-
waiti media, noting the launch of the fi rst 
magazine, “Al-Kuwait Magazine,” in 1928, 
and the launch of radio broadcasting in 
1951.

He discussed establishing the National 
Council for Culture, Arts, and Letters, 
which led to Kuwait’s fi rst book fair in 
1975.

Al-Haidar emphasized that Kuwait’s me-

dia developed signifi cantly in the 1940s and 
50s, refl ecting societal changes.

Al-Ajmi discussed Kuwait’s soft pow-
er in culture and media, recognizing the 
younger generation’s impact on social me-
dia and their achievements across various 
fi elds.

He also mentioned preserving Kuwaiti 
heritage through an extensive electronic ar-
chive of television programming.

Dr. Ibrahim addressed the future of me-
dia with artifi cial intelligence, noting that 
the industry is evolving from traditional to 
innovative media, while advocating ethical 
AI use in the profession.

The fair, held from November 19 to Sat-
urday, attracted numerous local and Arab 
publishing houses.

    KUNA photo
Kuwaiti citizens come in droves to the book fair.

Panel nods MPW request
to allocate 2 water lines

By Inaas Awadh
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Nov 30: The Farwaniya Governorate Com-
mittee at the Municipal Council, chaired by Vice-Chairman 
of the Council Khaled Al-Mutairi, held its meeting on Sun-
day.

During the meeting, the committee approved the re-
quest of the Ministry of Public Works to temporarily al-
locate a route for two treated water lines, starting from the 
site of the mobile treated water station in West Abdullah 
Al-Mubarak to the existing treated water line on the Sixth 
Ring Road. 

The committee decided to retain on its agenda the request 
of the Ministry of Electricity, Water and Renewable Energy 
to relocate the sites of two secondary transformer stations in 
Ardiya Industrial Area.  

It shelved the proposal of Al-Mutairi to create a U-turn on 
Road 108, opposite the Farwaniya Dental Hospital in Sabah 
Al-Nasser.
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A DIGEST OF PUBLIC OPINION

diwaniya

Reward the loyal, creative,
regardless of color, creed

“I WAS surprised when I opened my 
mobile phone last Thursday morning, as 
I found it playing a patriotic song that 
brought back memories of Kuwait’s joy 
from decades ago,” Hassan Ali Karam 
wrote for Al-Seyassah daily.

“Here are the youths returning to sing 
for Kuwait. Some of our brothers left 
Kuwait and returned to their homeland, 
while others emigrated to other coun-
tries. 

“Perhaps, the pain of exile and alien-
ation is like a cancerous tumor.  Its end 
is either death or 
a cure that renews 
life and postpones 
death to a later 
date.

“The sick per-
son weeps when he 
sees death dancing 
before his eyes. 
Life is not beau-
tiful and elegant 
enough for one 
to cling to it. But 
life has a philoso-
phy that is not fully 
understood. In moments of anger and 
distress, a person wishes to escape this 
cursed life, yet he quickly overcomes 
the ordeal, seeks forgiveness from his 
Lord, and curses the devil who almost 
led him astray.

“Life is nothing but a journey with a 
predetermined end.

“Let us return to the main topic of 
this article: Kuwait’s joy over a football 
event that is still in its early stages. Ku-
wait’s qualifi cation does not mean they 
have won the championship.  There are 
strong and competitive teams that have 
qualifi ed, making the competition fi erce 
and intense.

“Nevertheless, we must support the 
Kuwaiti team, so it can reclaim its past 
footballing glory. I always emphasize 
that this is Kuwait, it may falter, but it 
will never die. I address my words to the 
haters and the envious, whose eyes were 
shocked by the joy of the Kuwaiti fans 
after years of sorrow and regret.

“On this occasion, we must fi rst ac-
knowledge the gift of the player who 
presented it with his iron feet, the pro-
fessional who left his mark on the foot-
ball fi eld and who never leaves the pitch 
without a victory.

“The fi nancial reward that fi lls pock-
ets is not enough for the player, Daham, 
as it does not bring peace of mind.

“Give him something that will truly 
reassure him, a lasting and reliable 
sense of belonging to this nation, so he 
can sleep soundly, secure in his future.

“Throughout its history, Kuwait has 
always been open to all those who come 
here. Perhaps, those who serve Kuwait 
with an open heart and boundless sincer-
ity are not the same as those who come 
only to amass wealth by any means.

“Therefore, we must distinguish be-
tween the sincere and the opportunists. 

“Kuwait still needs distinguished in-
dividuals who serve it not out of greed 
for money, but out of love for it.

“The barbaric Iraqi invasion was a 
stark reminder of the true lovers and 
loyalists of this sacred land, unlike those 
whose only concern is accumulating 
wealth and transferring it to their own 
countries where they build skyscrapers 
and towers. 

“The people of Kuwait are the most 
loyal to their country, having sacrifi ced 
their blood and soul for it. Loyalty is the 
measure that defi nes a person’s charac-
ter. 

“Kuwait still needs foreign expertise. 
Developed countries do not rely solely 
on their citizens. Talent and creativity 
know no borders.

“I reiterate: Encourage the loyal and 
creative, regardless of nationality or 
creed. After all, all of us are made of the 
same clay. Loyalty, love and sacrifi ce 
are the true testament and the passport 
to success.”

❑     ❑     ❑

“The State of Kuwait is a fi rmly es-
tablished model of leadership in its 
Gulf and Arab surroundings, not only 
because of its economic resources, but 
also because of the humanitarian values   
it has instilled, its civilizational vision, 
and its unique political and social ex-
perience,” media consultant Khaled 
Al-Shamroukh wrote for Al-Seyassah 
daily.

“Since its independence, Kuwait 
has chosen to be a State of institutions, 
based on the Constitution, respect for 
the law, and freedom of opinion, which 
are considered fundamental pillars in 
creating any sustainable leadership 

model.
“Kuwait has preceded many coun-

tries in the region in numerous fi elds. 
It is among the fi rst countries to estab-
lish modern formal education, launched 
scientifi c missions abroad, and contrib-
uted to the dissemination of culture and 
thought through magazines, newspa-
pers, theater and the arts.

“This cultural precedence formed a 
solid foundation for intellectual lead-
ership, the effects of which are still 
present today in Kuwaiti and Arab con-
sciousness.

“In the humanitarian fi eld, Kuwait 
has distinguished itself with its pioneer-
ing role in charitable and relief work, 
to the point that it has been dubbed the 
‘Center for Humanitarian Action’.  Ku-
wait earned this title as a result of organ-
ized institutional efforts and continuous 
initiatives to support affl icted peoples 
without discrimination or conditions.

“This humanitarian dimension rein-
forces the concept of ethical leadership 
before material leadership. 

“On the economic level, Kuwait has 
built a strong oil-based economy.  In re-
cent years, it has begun to diversify its 
sources of income by supporting small 
and medium enterprises (SMEs), and 
fostering an environment of entrepre-
neurship and innovation.

“Herein lies the importance of the 
national vision embodied in ‘Kuwait 
Vision 2035’, which aims to transform 
Kuwait into a global fi nancial and com-
mercial hub based on a knowledge 
economy, technology and sustainable 
development.

“The character of Kuwaiti citizens 
plays a vital role in establishing the 
concept of leadership, as they are open 
to the world, committed to their identity, 
proud of their history, and capable of 
adapting to change.

“Throughout their history, Kuwaitis 
have proven themselves worthy of re-
sponsibility, especially during times of 
crisis and challenges.

“Kuwait and its leadership are not 
merely a slogan, but a reality that is 
renewed through education, the econ-
omy, culture, human development and 
politics. Every stage of Kuwait’s history 
has borne a manifestation of leadership.  
Each generation adds a new brick to this 
magnifi cent national edifi ce. 

“Kuwait remains a shining exam-
ple of leadership in the region, thanks 
to the minds of its people, the wisdom 
of its leadership, and its deeply rooted 
values.”

❑    ❑    ❑

“With the rising infl ation in Kuwait 
in recent years, citizens fi nd themselves 
facing mounting living pressures, which 
are not refl ected in salaries that have re-
mained unchanged since the last general 
increase in 2008. In the midst of rising 
prices of basic goods and services, the 
feeling is growing that the gap between 
income and the cost of living is wider 
than ever,” Kuwaiti lawyer Dr Abdul-
lah Mohammad Al-Tariji wrote for 
Al-Seyassah daily. 

“Infl ation is no longer just an eco-
nomic fi gure cited in offi cial reports, 

as it is now a re-
ality that every-
one experiences 
when visiting a 
supermarket, pay-
ing housing and 
electricity bills, or 
even just checking 
the prices of basic 
commodities. The 
cost of living has 
skyrocketed, while 
citizens’ incomes 
have remained 

stagnant for 17 years, a period marked 
by unprecedented price changes and fi -
nancial burdens.

“Economic experts agree that while 
infl ation in Kuwait is part of a global 
trend, its local impact is amplifi ed as 
it is not accompanied by compensatory 
policies or periodic reviews of salaries.

“Herein lies the truth that many are ech-
oing today. How can a citizen cope with 
continuous infl ation on an income that 
has remained stagnant since 2008? The 
Kuwaiti citizen, entrusted to the State’s 
care and considered its primary concern, 
is in dire need of a fundamental solution 
that restores balance in their budget and 
guarantees them a minimum standard of 
living. Reconsidering the salary structure 
is not a sectoral demand, as it is rather a 
social and economic necessity dictated by 
the realities on the ground.

— Compiled by Simi K. Kutty

Hassan A. Karam

Appeals acquits
‘drug traffi ckers’

Kuwaitis to train in Qatar

KUWAIT CITY, Nov 30: The 
Court of Appeals overturned 
the ruling of the Criminal 
Court that sentenced two in-
dividuals, one of whom is Ira-
nian, to 15 years in prison, 
followed by deportation, for 
possessing narcotics and in-
toxicants with intent to traffi c.

The court acquitted the defendants 
due to lack of conclusive evidence and 
the invalidity of the arrest and search 
procedures. It affi rmed that the case 
fi le contained no proof conclusively es-
tablishing the defendants’ involvement 
in drug traffi cking, indicating that the 
evidence presented by the Public Pros-
ecution is merely confi dential investi-
gation that did not rise to the level of 
certainty.

The court added that the incident did 
not involve any actual sale or attempted 
distribution of the narcotics.

It emphasized that the arrest and search 
procedures were carried out outside the 
conditions specifi ed by law, rendering any 
resulting evidence invalid.

During the hearing, Attorney Inam 
Haidar, lawyer for the second defendant, 
argued that the arrest and search were 
invalid due to the absence of a fl agrant 
offense. Haidar maintained that the accu-

sation was based on information lacking 
seriousness and insuffi cient to establish 
criminal liability, which the court ulti-
mately relied upon in issuing its acquittal 
ruling.

❑     ❑     ❑

Training in Qatar: The personal inter-
view committee, chaired by Acting Un-
dersecretary of the Ministry of Interior 
Major General Ali Al-Adwani, Tuesday 
started conducting interviews of appli-
cants to the Women’s Police Institute’s 
specialized offi cers’ course to study at the 
Qatar Police Academy in the sisterly State 
of Qatar, reports Al-Seyassah daily.

In an offi cial statement, the Ministry 
of Interior explained that the scholarship 
program is part of its commitment to en-
hancing expertise exchange, developing 
talent, and strengthening the capabilities 
of female security personnel.

The committee interviewed 25 appli-
cants to select 15 candidates for overseas 
scholarships, based on rigorous criteria 
assessing competence, ability, and suit-
ability.

This step is part of its efforts to com-
plete admission procedures according to 
the approved schedule, ensuring candi-
dates enroll in the course on time. It also 
reinforces the commitment to selecting 
and training a new generation of special-
ized offi cers capable of fulfi lling their re-
sponsibilities in serving the nation.

Governor visits 2 schools,
hails admin, staff efforts

KUWAIT CITY, Nov 30: Farwaniya Governor Sheikh Athbi 
Nasser Al-Athbi Al-Sabah visited Umm Amer Al-Ansariya 
Secondary School for Girls in Rehab on Sunday.

School principal Salima Awad Al-Manhal, member of the 
Farwaniya Governorate Council representing the Ministry of 
Education Eng. Jamal Al-Aiban and several educational fi g-
ures warmly welcomed the Governor during his visit.

The Governor looked into the educational process and ex-
tracurricular activities at the school.  He also highlighted the 
achievement of the We Want It Green Team, which won fi rst place 
in the ‘Best School Garden’ competition at the level of Kuwait-
Farwaniya Governorate for the 2024/2025 academic year.

He presented a commemorative plaque to the principal in 
recognition of this achievement.

He also conducted an inspection visit to Al-Jahiz Secondary 
School in Ishbiliya, where he met with Principal Salem Marwi 
Al-Shammari and the administrative and teaching staff.  He re-
viewed the educational process, readiness of the facilities, and 
the educational and administrative achievements of the school.

At the conclusion of the two visits, the governor affi rmed that 
such achievements serve as a model for other educational institu-
tions in supporting environmental initiatives.  He expressed ap-
preciation for the efforts of the two schools’ administration, teach-
ing staff and students in achieving such level of excellence.

Farwaniya Governor Sheikh Athbi Nasser Al-Athbi Al-
Sabah arrives at the school.

Farwaniya Governor Sheikh Athbi Nasser Al-Athbi Al-
Sabah presnts a memento to the school principal. 

Dr. Al-Tariji 

MoI vows support for police sports, training
KUWAIT CITY, Nov 30, (KUNA): First 
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of 
Interior Sheikh Fahad Yousef Saud Al-
Sabah, made a fi eld tour Saturday to the 
equestrian and shooting ranges of the Po-
lice Sports Federation.

The tour aims to inspect the facilities, 
programs, and activities overseen by the 
Federation, refl ecting the Ministry’s sup-
port for police sports and its commitment 
to enhancing the skills of its personnel.

A press release issued by the General 

Department of Public Relations and Se-
curity Media at the Ministry of Interior 
said the Minister commended the Fed-
eration’s efforts, and the comprehensive 
training environment it provides, which 
contributes to raising the readiness 
of Ministry of Interior personnel and 
strengthening their capabilities in vari-
ous sports disciplines.

The Minister began his tour by inspect-
ing the shooting range and equestrian 
track, where he received a detailed brief-

ing on the operational mechanisms, the 
level of preparedness, and the develop-
ment plans implemented by the Federation 
to enhance training programs and improve 
the physical fi tness of security personnel.

The ministry affi rmed its continued sup-
port for sports activities, and the develop-
ment of the physical training system in a 
way that contributes to enhancing profes-
sional performance and consolidating the 
values of discipline and teamwork among 
security personnel.

First Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Interior Sheikh Fahad Yousef 
Saud Al-Sabah, senior MoI offi cials watching a sports event.

      KUNA photos
First Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Interior Sheikh 
Fahad Yousef Saud Al-Sabah is briefed on the operational 

mechanisms.

76 offi cials have right 
to monitor ‘cameras’

KUWAIT CITY, Nov 30: Pursuant to Law No. 
61/2015 on the regulation and installation of secu-
rity cameras and monitoring devices, First Deputy 
Prime Minister and Interior Minister Sheikh Fahad 
Al-Yousef issued Ministerial Decree No. 2319/2025 
amending Ministerial Decree No. 3811/2016 on the 
inspection of establishments and discovery of viola-
tions, reports Al-Jarida daily.

The decree, which took effect Monday, designates 
76 offi cials from the Human Resources and Informa-
tion Technology departments who are authorized to 
uncover violations stipulated in Law No. 61/2015 
concerning the regulation and installation of security 
cameras and monitoring devices.

These offi cials are authorized, in the course of 
their duties, to inspect establishments, seize mate-
rials related to violations, prepare the necessary re-
ports, and refer them to the competent authority.

‘Malicious cases’ overruled

Court rules in favor of ex-wife
By Jaber Al-Hamoud

Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff 

KUWAIT CITY, Nov 30: The Court of Ap-
peals issued a decisive and important ruling 
in a legal dispute concerning the abuse of the 
right to litigation and the resulting compen-
sation claims.  The court upheld the previ-
ous ruling in favor of the ex-wife, ordering 
the ex-husband to compensate her and pay 
court costs and attorney’s fees.  This ruling 
stemmed from the repeated and malicious 
lawsuits fi led by the ex-husband, which in-
cluded complaints of neglect of the children 
in all forms, claims to terminate custody, and 
allegation that he was prevented from seeing 
his children, all without valid basis.

The Court of Appeal’s ruling affi rmed an 
important legal principle: that the actions 
and procedures undertaken by the plaintiff 
violate the proper use of the right to litiga-
tion and constitute an abuse of the right to 
access the courts. The ruling indicated that 
the repeated fi ling of lawsuits without jus-

tifi cation is considered malicious conduct 
intended to harm the ex-wife, thus, warrant-
ing compensation.

The ex-wife was represented by Attorney 
Saad Al-Mutairi, who presented a compre-
hensive defense detailing the ex-husband’s 
repeated actions and demonstrating his bad 
faith. He explained that his client had been 
subjected to a series of malicious lawsuits 
without justifi cation, and that she never 
refused to comply with any court order re-
lated to visitation rights.

Al-Mutairi argued that the lawsuit is just 
an attempt to exploit the right to litigation 
without legal basis, in an effort to pressure 
and harass the other party regarding her le-
gally established rights.

The court was convinced by the argu-
ment after reviewing the documents and ex-
ecution records, thereby, affi rming the prin-
ciple of the inviolability of individual rights 
and the necessity of addressing malicious 
lawsuits fi led with the intent to cause harm 
rather than pursue legitimate proceedings.

Biometrics devices tender
KUWAIT CITY, Nov 30: The Ministry of Defense announced 
the re-fl oating of tender number 2418-11-17117-25 for the 
supply of biometric fi ngerprint devices, in accordance with the 
terms and specifi cations outlined in the tender documents, re-
ports Al-Jarida daily.

The tender documents can be obtained from the Local Procure-
ment and Contracts Department-Offi ce Equipment, Computer 
and Medical Supplies Section during offi cial working hours.

As per the announcement published in the Offi cial Gazette 
(Kuwait Al-Youm), companies wishing to participate in the 
tender must submit a letter of authorization to purchase the 
tender documents, and a copy of the certifi cate proving its 
commitment to hire nationals. Companies should submit an 
offi cial letter with their inquiries within one week from the 
date of publication of the announcement.

Companies must be registered with the ministry for the year 
2025, specialize in the relevant fi eld, and classifi ed by the 
Companies Classifi cation Department at the ministry, along 
with the submission of supporting documents as proof of their 
business activities.
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KU affirms institution’s role
as pioneering academic hub

KU secures second place in 9th 
National Debate Championship

KUWAIT CITY, Nov 30, (KUNA): Kuwait 
University Director Dr. Dina Al-Mailam 
has said that the university will continue its 
national role as a leading institution, add-
ing that its longstanding journey has been a 
cornerstone in prepar-
ing graduates that sup-
ported the country’s 
progress.

In a statement mark-
ing the 59th anniver-
sary of the university’s 
establishment, Dr. 
Al-Mailam stated the 
Kuwait University - 
founded in 1966-has 
consistently contrib-
uted to nation-building 
by promoting educa-
tion, scholarship, and knowledge.

Over the decades, she noted, the univer-
sity has continued to develop its academic 
programs to keep pace with the rapid trans-
formations in the labor market, enhance the 
quality of its graduates and train them with 
competitive skills that meet the real needs 
of future jobs, while expanding cooperation 
with national and international institutions.

She highlighted the university’s status as a 
leading research institution by boosting scien-
tifi c research through advanced laboratories, 
facilities and specialized centers that allow 
researchers to pursue innovative solutions to 
various challenges. Scientifi c research, she 
stressed, is a strategic commitment that con-
tributes to achieving national priorities and 
future directions, while expanding partnerships 
locally and globally to strengthen the univer-
sity’s role in developing human capital.

Dr. Al-Mailam expressed pride in the 
strong support and patronage the univer-
sity receives from His Highness the Amir 
Sheikh Meshal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sa-
bah, His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh 
Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, and His 
Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Ahmad 
Abdullah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah.

She reaffi rmed that this support has had a 
signifi cant impact in enabling the university 
to advance academically, expand research 
efforts and enhance community service.

She reiterated Kuwait University’s ongo-
ing commitment to its national mission and 
its role in advancing higher education and 
preparing generation capable of supporting 
the country’s long-term aspirations.

Kuwait 24K
The report added that gold contracts for de-

livery in February 2026 continued their gains, 
supported by expectations of an interest rate 
cut, closing at $4,254 per ounce last Friday, 
marking a 3.3 percent weekly increase.

It indicated that higher prices have limited 
Asian demand, particularly in India, in addi-
tion to a decline in demand in China, following 
the cancellation of tax breaks.

It revealed that gold achieved strong gains 
as investors awaited the release of delayed 
US economic data this week. The delayed 
indicators include personal consumption ex-
penditures (PCE) price indices, industrial pro-
duction fi gures, labor market data, purchasing 
managers’ indices (PMIs), and consumer con-
fi dence fi gures. International data from China, 
Canada, Europe, Brazil and Australia will also 
be released, along with India’s interest rate de-
cision. It states that analysts at several Europe-
an banks have raised their gold price target to 
$4,500 per ounce by mid-2026, with the pos-
sibility of reaching $4,900 per ounce if fi nan-
cial and political risks escalate.  This forecast 
is based on continuous central bank purchases, 
which could reach 950 tons this year, as well 
as 222 tons of infl ows into exchange-traded 
funds (ETFs), and strong demand for bullion 
and coins expected to exceed 300 tons.

It also pointed out that geopolitical de-esca-
lation efforts between Russia and Ukraine are 
ongoing, with indications of a US push toward 
initial negotiations. It cited Russian statements 
expressing conditional willingness to engage 
in dialogue, which could create some relative 
easing of tension and limit gold’s gains in the 
coming days despite the ongoing tensions and 
the absence of a decisive resolution.

Kuwait forms
The statement stated that Law 91/2013 

stipulates several main tasks namely activat-
ing the national referral mechanism in the 
Public Prosecution, setting unifi ed procedures 
for specifying and protecting the victims, in 
addition to overhauling methods of investiga-
tion, evidences’ collection, setting technical 
guidelines for members of the Public Pros-
ecution and the authorities tasked with the 
judicial measures over crime indexes.

Other tasks include preparing unifi ed 
samples of the judicial cases and proce-
dures related to victims of human traffi ck-
ing, revising current and emerging cases, 
deducing practical challenges, submitting 
necessary recommendations, building an 
integrated database for the human and im-
migrants’ traffi cking and preparing regular 
analytical reports pending submission to the 
Public Prosecutor.

Moreover, the team is charged with inter-
national coordination for tackling remarks 
in reports by UN and regional agencies, 
preparing replies and the required informa-
tion, plus proposing and conducting spe-
cialized training programs for members of 
the Public Prosecution and the judicial con-
trol authorities in cooperation with Kuwait 
Institute for Judicial and Legal Studies.

The Public Prosecution has affi rmed that 
forming the special team embodies its ap-
proach for boosting sovereignty of the law, 
developing tools for protecting the vic-
tims, and ensuring harmony of the national 
measures with the international commit-
ments, amid the continuous development of 
crimes’ types.

KUWAIT CITY, Nov 30: The Ninth Na-
tional Universities and Colleges Debate 
Championship commenced at the American 
University of Kuwait, with the participation 
of several public and private academic insti-
tutions, reports Al-Jarida daily.

The event’s success refl ects the impor-
tance of fostering the culture of dialogue, 
research and analysis among university stu-
dents. 

In a press statement, Kuwait University 
announced that its team, which secured 

second place, qualifi ed for the national 
championship fi nals. This achievement is a 
manifestation of the advanced level that the 
debate teams of the university have reached 
and the unwavering support that students re-
ceive from the Deanship of Student Affairs.

“Based on this excellence, the Kuwait 
University team qualifi ed for the regional 
championships held in Qatar, enabling them 
to continue representing the university and 
the nation in Arab and international fo-
rums,” the statement added.

Crown Prince, PM send greetings

KUWAIT CITY, Nov 30, (KUNA): 
His Highness the Amir Sheikh Meshal 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah sent a 
cable on Sunday to the President of 
Barbados, Sandra Mason, congratulat-
ing her on her country’s Independence 
Day.

His Highness the Amir wished the 
President long-lasting health and the 
people of Barbados further progress 
and prosperity. 

His Highness the Crown Prince 
Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah sent a cable on Sunday to the 

President of Barbados, Sandra Mason, 
congratulating her on her country’s In-
dependence Day.

His Highness the Crown Prince 
wished the President long-lasting 
health and the people of Barbados fur-
ther progress and prosperity. 

His Highness the Prime Minister 
Sheikh Ahmad Abdullah Al-Ahmad 
Al-Sabah sent a cable Sunday to the 
President of Barbados, Sandra Mason, 
congratulating her on her country’s In-
dependence Day.

Kuwait’s HH Amir congratulates 
Barbados on Independence Day

His Highness the Amir 
Sheikh Meshal Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-

Sabah

His Highness the 
Crown Prince Sheikh 
Sabah Khaled Al-Ha-

mad Al-Sabah

His Highness the 
Prime Minister Sheikh 
Ahmad Abdullah Al-

Ahmad Al-Sabah

Municipal Week marks major
leap in joint Gulf integration

GCC adopts nine new guiding principles

By Inaas Awadh
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Nov 30: Salah 
Al-Rashidi, Head of the Media 
Committee for the Third Gulf Mu-
nicipal Week, which concluded in 
Kuwait on Saturday, affirmed that 
the event is considered a signifi-
cant milestone in intensifying joint 
municipal work among the Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) coun-
tries, while consolidating technical 
and legislative integration among 
municipal bodies, which affirm the 
strength of the Gulf entity and its 
ability to keep pace with similar 
global experiences, such as those of 
the European Union.

In a statement to the newspaper, Al-Rashid 
revealed that the final day witnessed fruitful 
discussions, affirming consensus among the 
participating delegations on the importance 

of developing joint guid-
ing principles. He said 
the countries agreed to 
move forward with pre-
paring and adopting nine 
guiding principles that 
support Gulf municipal 
work and achieve har-
mony in practices and 
procedures.

He added the event 
proved the ability of the 
Council to keep pace with 

global experiences, disclosing that the third edi-
tion of the Gulf Municipal Week focused on three 
guides developed this year, which included the 
Unifi ed Guide for Classifying and Licensing Con-
struction Contractors. He said Kuwait presented 
an updated version of this guide after successfully 

issuing and adopting it last year, which was then 
circulated to other GCC countries.

He stated that the aforementioned guide is one 
of the most important outcomes of the joint Gulf 
municipal work, as it provides a unifi ed model 
which harmonizes standards among member 
states, thus, reinforcing the concept of a unifi ed 
Gulf municipal market.

He emphasized that the level of understand-
ing and convergence of visions reflects the 
unity of purpose and the deep interdependence 
among Gulf municipal authorities. He pointed 
out that the Municipal Week solidified the po-
sition of the GCC as an entity capable of gen-
erating knowledge, unifying legislation, and 
developing joint government work. He added 
that the strength of Gulf municipal work is 
now comparable to major global blocs and ri-
vals the leading experiences, such as that of the 
European Union in the field of unifying regula-
tions and standards.

He then announced that the fourth Gulf Munic-
ipal Week will be held in the Kingdom of Bahrain 
in 2026.

Al-Rashidi

Guarantee extensions requested as studies progress

CAPT advances North Shuaiba privatization
By Mohammad Ghanem

Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Nov 30: The Central Agen-
cy for Public Tenders (CAPT) has contacted 
the consulting firms involved in preparing the 
technical and legal specifications and condi-
tions and evaluating the assets of North Sh-
uaiba Power Plant, in preparation for its priva-
tization, requesting them to extend the initial 
guarantee period until Feb 19, 2026 in accor-
dance with Article 46 of the Public Tenders 
Law concerning the validity of bids.

 Reliable sources told the newspaper that the 
Supreme Council for Privatization previously 
tasked the Ministry of Electricity, Water and Re-

newable Energy with preparing a feasibility study 
on privatizing the plant. The study concluded that 
the privatization project is feasible, pending ap-
proval of the technical requirements by the Envi-
ronment Public Authority (EPA).

Sources disclosed that three consulting fi rms 
will be involved in the privatization process. The 
fi rst will prepare the technical and legal speci-
fi cations, the second will evaluate the assets of 
the plant, and the third will prepare the fi nancial 
procedures. Sources said the privatization tender 
will be offered to investors once the consulting 
fi rms fi nalize the terms and procedures for the 
sale of the 875 megawatts power plant, which 
comprises of three 220-megawatt gas turbine 
units with a total installed capacity of 660 mega-

watts, in addition to the 215-megawatt steam 
turbine unit to convert the output to a combined 
cycle system.

Sources clarifi ed that although Law No. 
37/2010 stipulates the privatization of Subhan 
workshops belonging to the Technical Services 
Sector, this item was removed from the privatiza-
tion plan, and only the North Shuaiba Power Plant 
privatization remained.

 Sources added this project is one of the strate-
gic plans linked to the New Kuwait 2035 vision, 
which aims to involve the private sector in the 
development process, improve energy production 
capabilities, create an attractive business environ-
ment, and support efforts to limit the public sec-
tor’s control over operational divisions.

Kuwait University photo
Kuwait University debaters secure national final spot, headed to Qatar.

Dr. Al-Mailam
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Continued from Page 1 Kuwait vows stronger financial 
oversight, regional cooperation

SAB solidifies Arab audit standards

JEDDAH, Nov 30, 
(KUNA): Kuwait’s State 
Audit Bureau affirmed 
commitment to strength-
ening oversight systems 
and enhancing cooperation 
among audit institutions 
during its participation in 
the 69th Executive Council 
meeting of the Arab Orga-
nization of Supreme Audit 
Institutions (ARABOSAI) 
in Jeddah.

Speaking to KUNA, official 
Khalil Al-Wazzan said the bu-

reau’s delegation, led by President 
Essam Al-Roumi, joined the Jed-
dah gathering 
to review key 
progress made 
since the previ-
ous session and 
follow up on 
ongoing orga-
nizational ac-
tivities.

He noted that 
participants dis-
cussed reports 
from commit-
tees, including institutional ca-
pacity development, professional 
standards, sustainable development 

oversight, and information technol-
ogy audit, aimed at strengthening 
cooperation and enhancing the ef-
fectiveness of regulatory practices 
across Arab institutions.

The second session approved the 
2024 fi nal accounts and reviewed re-
ports from strategic planning, journal 
affairs, and donor relations bodies, as-
sessing achievements for 2023-2028 
and evaluating progress toward im-
plementing frameworks developed to 
guide future operations.

Delegates also examined member 
reports on participation in Interna-
tional Organization of Supreme Au-
dit Institutions (INTOSAI) working 
groups, considered adopting a unifi ed 
assessment currency for ARABOSAI, 
and endorsed the organization’s fi nan-

cial program for 2026-2028 alongside 
certifi cation priorities identifi ed by na-
tional audit authorities.

Al-Wazzan said the 15th General 
Assembly on Tuesday will address 
financial statements, leadership ap-
pointments, executive council elec-
tions, and amendments to statutes, 
while also forming a financial over-
sight committee to support gover-
nance within the organization’s in-
stitutions.

The meetings will conclude Thurs-
day with the 70th Executive Council 
session, which will consider pending 
matters and review initiatives designed 
to enhance capacity building and per-
formance monitoring among supreme 
audit bodies engaged in ARABOSAI 
activities.

Al-Wazzan

Kuwaiti showcases Quranic pottery at Isfahan Expo
TEHRAN, Nov 30, (KUNA): Kuwaiti 
artists have long been an integral part 
of the Arab and Islamic cultural land-
scape, bringing with them an artistic 
vision rooted in a rich and established 
heritage, and creating work that dem-
onstrates their ability to transform lo-
cal traditions into a universal artistic 
language.

At the Isfahan International Tour-
ism and Handicrafts Exhibition, which 
concluded on November 28, Kuwaiti 
artist Mohammad Shah participated 
with a unique piece of pottery in-
scribed with Surah Al-Baqarah.

The piece was well received by visi-
tors and organizers, who decided to 
display it in a museum dedicated to 
distinctive handicrafts.

In a statement to KUNA on Sun-
day, Mohammad Shah, a member 
of the Expo 965 Team for Heritage 
and Craft Exhibitions and Kuwaiti 
artists, said that he participated in 
the Isfahan Tourism and Handicrafts 

Exhibition with an inscription of the 
entire Surah Al-Baqarah on a piece 
of pottery.

He added that this artwork, which 
took 40 days of meticulous work, 
now graces the Isfahan exhibi-
tion, combining the sanctity of the 
Quranic text with the beauty of Ara-
bic calligraphy, Surah Al-Baqarah is 
transformed into a visual presence, 
filling the space with beauty through 
the interplay of light, letters, and in-
tricate engraving.

Kuwait, designated the “Arab Capi-
tal of Culture and Media for 2025,” has 
been keen, through its cultural institu-
tions and ongoing support for creative 
endeavors, to provide a nurturing en-
vironment for artists and encourage 
young talent.

This convergence of state efforts 
and artists’ contributions reinforces 
Kuwait’s prominent position as a lead-
ing platform for the arts, refl ecting its 
identity and cultural depth.

Celebrating progress, connectivity and Kuwait ties

KUWAIT CITY, Nov 30: On De-
cember 2, the Lao government 
and people will celebrate its 50th 
Anniversary of the founding of 
the Lao People’s Democratic Re-
public.

December 2, 1975, remains a 
proud and historic milestone for 
the Lao people, a day when our 
nation achieved full indepen-
dence, sovereignty, and territo-
rial integrity after many decades 
of struggle for self-determination 
and freedom. Under the leadership 
of the Lao People’s Revolution-
ary Party, the Lao people of all 
ethnicities gained true ownership 
of their nation and began a new 
chapter in building peace, unity, 
and prosperity.

The past 50 years, under the 
Party’s steadfast and visionary 
leadership, Laos has achieved re-
markable progress in all fi elds. 
The country has undergone pro-
found transformation politically, 
economically, and socially while 
maintaining stability, unity, and 
independence.

Laos is a landlocked country, lo-
cated at the Southeast Asia which 
plenty of the forest and mountain 
with the total area 236,800 Km2; 
Lao population is around 7.5 mil-
lion with 49 ethnicities consisting 
of over 160 ethnic groups. it’s sur-
rounded by fi ve countries: China, 
Vietnam, Thailand, Cambodia, 
and Myanmar. Therefore, Laos 
has a policy to move the nation 
from a Land-locked into a Land-
linked country to develop the 
economy and Social.

Presently, the Express railway 
has been fi nished construction and 
has been using for transportation. 
Next few years, it will be con-
nected to Thailand and Vietnam as 
well which will be changing Laos 
into a Logistic hub in the region. 
Furthermore, Laos is an agricul-
ture-based and also has fertile soil 
for crop especially rice etc ... and 
livestock business which would be 
one of a good option for Kuwait 
and other nations to investment in 
Laos.

Over the past fi ve decades have 
been a journey of perseverance 
and collective strength. The Lao 
PDR has consistently upheld its 
Comprehensive Transformation 
Policy, focusing on economic 
modernization, social equity, and 
sustainable development. Politi-
cal stability and national security 
have been maintained, ensuring 
social safety and internal unity 
across the country.

The Lao PDR has met criteria 
for graduation from Least De-
veloped Country (LDC) status 
in 2018, 2021 and 2024, and is 
currently in the transition phase 
towards offi cial graduation by 

2026. Economic growth aver-
aged approximately 5% per year, 
which is below the initial target of 
7.5%. However, GDP per capita is 
projected to reach USD 2,200 by 
2025, up from USD 1,700 in 2015, 
an increase of roughly 30%.

Lao PDR has successfully up-
graded and developed several key 
infrastructure systems, including 
national highways, expressways, 
railways, dry ports, and other 
facilities. These improvements 
have enhanced the country’s con-
nectivity with regional and global 
markets and contributed to eco-
nomic expansion. Notably, the 
Laos–China Railway has become 
a vital symbol of regional con-
nectivity and prosperity, facilitat-
ing the transport of over 30 mil-
lion tons of freight and enabling 
more than 260 million passenger 
journeys between Laos and China. 
The ongoing expressway expan-
sion and Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) 
project in Vientiane further dem-
onstrate Laos’s commitment to 
modern, sustainable infrastructure 
development.

Rural development and poverty 
alleviation remain central to the 
national agenda. Thanks to consis-
tent efforts, the national poverty 
rate is expected to decline to 15% 
by 2025, down from 23% in 2013, 
and all districts are now accessible 
by road and connected through 
telecommunications networks. 
Access to education, healthcare, 
and clean water has expanded na-
tionwide, contributing to higher 
living standards and life expec-
tancy.

Lao PDR prioritized the devel-
opment of tourism infrastructure, 
services and activities across high-
potential provinces. These efforts 
included upgrading tourist sites, 
improving service quality and pro-
moting private sector engagement 
in tourism development. From 
2022 to 2024, the country wel-
comed approximately 8,832,826 
international tourist visits, equiv-

alent to 58.8% of the fi ve-year 
target of 15 million visits, and 
generated USD 2.64 billion in 
revenue, reaching 69% of the fi ve-
year target of USD 3.813 billion. 
In terms of spatial planning, 22 
tourism zones were surveyed, des-
ignated, certifi ed and demarcated, 
achieving 73.33% of the fi ve-year 
target (30 zones), with projections 
to complete two additional zones 
by 2025.

There are many interesting plac-
es in each province of Laos from 
North to South. Laos has 3 UNES-
CO World heritage sites namely: 
the former royal capital Luang 
Prabang, Wat Phou Champasack 
Temple, and the Mysterious Pain 
of Jars in Xiengkhuang Province. 
These are the signifi cant Archaeo-
logical, historical and natural val-
ues.

Additionally, Laos has so many 
cultural, historical, and natural 
tourist sites such as natural wa-
terfalls, caves, mountains, and 
forests. The Lao government pri-
oritizes green tourism and local 
community involvement. Laos 
also have many golf courses, rock 
climbing, trekking or just to spend 
a night or two in a local ethnic 
people houses to familiarize with 
the way of living of various ethnic 
groups.

Lao food is also distinct with a 
lot of vegetables, spicy food and 
sticky rice that Kuwait people 
once taste it will want to have it 
again.

In foreign affairs, the Lao PDR 
has established diplomatic rela-
tions with 151 countries in the 
world; has ties with 146 political 
parties from 82 countries, coop-
erates with 3 international and 
regional organizations of politi-
cal parties in the world, has 20 
friendship associations with for-
eign countries and 1 Lao Peace 
and Solidarity Committee with 
Foreign Countries.

In today’s changing and uncer-
tain world, the Lao PDR continues 
to follow a foreign policy based on 
peace, independence, friendship, 
and cooperation. Laos works to 
build good relations with all coun-
tries on the basis of mutual respect 
and mutual benefi t, and actively 
contributes to promoting peace, 
stability, and sustainable develop-
ment in the region and beyond.

In this context, Laos highly val-
ues its warm and friendly relations 
with the State of Kuwait. Since 
the establishment of diplomatic 
ties in 2008, the two countries 
have nurtured a close and coopera-
tive partnership grounded in mu-
tual trust and shared aspirations. 
The Lao Government and people 
deeply appreciate the continued 
friendship, development coopera-

tion, and humanitarian assistance 
extended by the State of Kuwait 
through the Kuwait Fund for Arab 
Economic Development and other 
channels.

We are confident that in the 
years ahead, our two countries 
will continue to strengthen col-
laboration in areas such as trade, 
investment, tourism, education, 
and human resource develop-
ment for the mutual benefit of 
our peoples and in the spirit of 
cooperation.

The year 2025 carries special 
signifi cance for Laos. It marks the 
50th Anniversary of the Founding 
of the Lao PDR, the 70th Anni-
versary of Laos’s membership in 
the United Nations, and the fi nal 
year of implementing the 9th Five-
Year National Socio-Economic 
Development Plan. Moreover, 
it represents a decisive step to-
ward our goal of graduating from 
the category of Least Developed 
Countries by 2026.

Laos continues to play an ac-
tive and constructive role in re-
gional and international affairs. 
The country reaffi rms its strong 
commitment to promoting unity, 
resilience, and sustainable de-
velopment within the ASEAN 
family and beyond. In this spirit, 
Laos also values the growing part-
nership between ASEAN and the 
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC), 
and stands ready to work closely 
with member states to further en-
hance cooperation in trade, invest-
ment, energy, and people-to-peo-
ple exchanges for mutual benefi t 
and shared prosperity.

With continued support from 
friendly nations and international 
organizations, together with the 
dedication and self-reliant spirit of 
the Lao people, I am confi dent that 
we will successfully realize these 
national aspirations and advance 
toward a future of lasting peace, 
prosperity, and sustainability.

On this auspicious occasion, I 
wish to convey the Lao Govern-
ment’s and people’s sincere ap-
preciation to the Government and 
people of the State of Kuwait, as 
well as to all our friends around 
the world, for their continued sup-
port, goodwill, and cooperation 
with Laos. Your friendship re-
mains an invaluable contribution 
to our journey of national devel-
opment and integration.

As we look toward the future, 
may the bonds of friendship and 
cooperation between the Lao Peo-
ple’s Democratic Republic and the 
State of Kuwait continue to fl our-
ish and bring prosperity to our two 
nations.

On the occasion of the 50th Anniversary of the 
founding of the Lao People’s Democratic Republic

H.E. Boun Inthabandith, Ambas-
sador of Laos to State of Kuwait

KUNA photo
Kuwaiti artist Mohammed Shah’s participation in the Isfahan Handicrafts 

and Traditional Industries Exhibition.

Home-based

Balanced emotional

Amir, Crown Prince

Kuwait anti-drug

Furthermore, Noura Al-Salem, 
Assistant Secretary General of 
the Federation of GCC Chambers, 
speaking on behalf of the Secretary 
General, stressed that this forum re-
flects a unified Gulf vision for em-
powering micro, small and medium 
enterprises (MSMEs) through train-
ing, capacity building, and access 
to financing and financial inclusion, 
as well as supporting digital trans-
formation and the exchange of ex-
perience and expertise among GCC 
countries.

Al-Salem stated that home-based 
and small enterprises are now re-
garded as the cornerstone of eco-
nomic and social growth in the Gulf 
countries, given the job opportuni-
ties and sustainable income they 
provide, and their ability to foster 
innovation and create new business 
models that meet the demands of the 
modern era.

The first day of the forum con-
cluded with an emphasis on the 
importance of presenting plausible 
recommendations to improve the 
capabilities of home-based business 
owners, open broader development 
opportunities for them, and support 
Gulf integration in the social eco-
nomic sector.

societal pressures on both women and 
men, and emotional repression that 
transforms feelings of men, especially 
sadness, into defensive anger.

In his opening remarks at the fo-
rum, Chairman of the Board of Di-
rectors of the Association Abdullah 
Al-Radwan disclosed “we are not 
content with merely describing the 
problem, as we are rather keen on 
opening the door to dialogue, as well 
as listen to different viewpoints, dis-
cuss real-life experiences, and search 
for practical and applicable solu-
tions.  Dialogue is the best way to 
understand the roots of violence, lay 
down strategies to curb its spread, 
and help build an environment of 
mutual respect and tolerance.”

He pointed out that the forum is an 
opportunity for collective reflection 
and a starting point towards a more 
conscious society, better equipped to 
face challenges and more committed to 
protecting its members from all forms 
of harm.

Meanwhile, Dr. Fatima Al-Ru-
waieh, Chairperson of the Women 
and Children Committee at the Asso-
ciation, stated that the forum coincides 
with an important global occasion -- 
International Day for the Elimination 
of Violence against Women. “This day 
reminds all of us that violence is not 
an individual or local issue, because it 
is a global humanitarian crisis, which 
requires us to stand united against it.  
The forum does not only diagnose 
the problem, as it also seeks to open 
a constructive dialogue to uncover 
the dimensions of silent violence and 
explore ways to confront it,” she ex-
plained.

Head of the Public Authority for Civil 
Aviation Sheikh Humoud Mubarak 
Al-Humoud Al-Jaber Al-Sabah.

The reception was held on the occa-
sion of Kuwait obtaining International 
Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) 
Council President’s Certificate for Ex-
cellence in civil aviation security over-
sight, in recognition of the progress it 
has made in establishing an effective 
civil aviation security monitoring sys-
tem.

His Highness the Crown Prince con-
gratulated them on this achievement, 
wishing them continued success and 
progress in all regional and interna-
tional forums.

In other news, His Highness the 
Amir Sheikh Meshal Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah received His High-
ness the Crown Prince Sheikh Sabah 
Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah at Bayan 
Palace on Sunday.

His Highness the Amir then re-
ceived His Highness the Prime Min-
ister Sheikh Ahmad Abdullah Al-Ah-
mad Al-Sabah at Bayan Palace.

His Highness also received First 
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister 
of Interior Sheikh Fahad Yousef Saud 
Al-Sabah.

Similarly, His Highness the Crown 
Prince Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Ha-
mad Al-Sabah received His Highness 
the Prime Minister Sheikh Ahmad 
Abdullah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah at Bay-
an Palace on Sunday.

His Highness the Crown Prince also 
received First Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of Interior Sheikh Fahad 
Yousef Saud Al-Sabah.

He explained that the new law stipu-
lates harsher penalties for all types of 
crimes related to narcotic and psycho-
tropic substances.

He confirmed that the new law 
constitutes a robust deterrent system 
within the legislative framework of the 
country, with penalties as harsh as the 
death penalty and life imprisonment, 
and fines of up to KD2 million for 
importing, smuggling, manufacturing 
and cultivating drugs.

He clarified that the legislation stip-
ulates tougher penalties for drug traf-
ficking, promotion, sale, purchase and 
exchange.

Following are the crimes with se-
vere penalties:

- Exploiting minors in activities re-
lated to drugs and psychotropic sub-
stances.

- Committing the crime in treatment, 
rehabilitation, educational, sports and 
prison facilities.

- Forcing others to use drugs by any 
means.  

- Establishing or managing criminal 
gangs and organizations to commit 
crimes related to drugs and psychotro-
pic substances.

- Planting drugs or intoxicants in the 
possession of others to implicate them 
in drug crimes.

- Using public office or influence to 
commit a crime.

The minister pointed out that the 
country in recent years witnessed the 
seizure of large quantities of narcot-
ics and psychotropic substances, and 
the thwarting of numerous smuggling 
attempts, adding that his ministry also 
targets the misuse of medical prescrip-
tions and illegal dispensing or use of 
narcotics. He stressed that the new law 
enhances the security forces’ ability 
to enforce deterrence and tighten the 
noose on criminal networks.

He added that the legislation tough-
ened the penalties for misusing, issu-
ing or dispensing narcotics or psycho-
tropic substances for personal use, as 
well as drug use within prisons, police 
stations, rehabilitation and addiction 
treatment centers, educational institu-
tions, and places of worship.

He said the law includes an impor-
tant humanitarian stipulation provid-
ing legal opportunities for treatment 
through voluntary self-treatment or 
addiction reports filed by relatives up 
to the third degree, while guaranteeing 
complete confidentiality of the data.

He confirmed the application of 
penalties to anyone who discloses in-
formation pertaining to whistleblow-
ers and the punishment of anyone who 
files a malicious report.

He revealed that the General Depart-
ment of Public Relations and Security 
Media will launch a comprehensive 
media awareness campaign under the 
slogan, “We Protect Our Nation”, to 
inform the public about the provisions 
of the law, penalties and legal opportu-
nities for redress.

The campaign will be implemented 
through traditional media outlets, such 
as television and radio, the ministry’s 
official channels, as well as cinema 
advertisements, exhibitions and elec-
tronic screens displayed along public 
roads.

He clarified that the law will take ef-
fect 14 days after its publication in the 
Official Gazette, stressing that this pe-
riod allows the public to fully review 
the provisions of the law and enables 
the relevant authorities to complete the 
necessary regulatory procedures for its 
implementation.

He affirmed that his ministry will 
not be lenient or tolerant of any crime 
targeting the nation or harming the se-
curity of society. He also underscored 
the importance of strengthening com-
munity cooperation to confront this 
scourge, as it is a collective responsi-
bility.

In a related development, sources 
from the security sector confirmed that 
the new law will eliminate drug deal-
ers and traffickers through the strict 
and deterrent penalties. 

Sources revealed that the minis-
try, under the leadership of Director 
of the Drug Control General Depart-
ment (DCGD) Brigadier General Mo-
hammad Qabazard, and his assistant, 
Brigadier General Sheikh Hamad Al-
Yousef Al-Sabah, has had remarkable 
successes over the past eight months. 
These successes include the seizure of 
huge quantities of the most dangerous 
types of drugs, with a market value es-
timated at hundreds of millions of Ku-
waiti dinars. These seizures included 
large quantities of hashish, metham-
phetamine (crystal meth), Captagon 
and cocaine, in addition to millions 
of tranquilizers and psychotropic sub-
stances believed to be for distribution 
to young people.

 Sources stressed that Kuwait de-
cided to be a strong shield for its future 
generations, its children and its soci-
ety from the dangers of drugs. They 
cited official statistics released by 
DCGD covering the period from Aug 
1-26, 2025, stating that the department 
seized 959 kilograms of hashish, 391 
kilograms of methamphetamine, 30 
kilograms of heroin, 142 kilograms of 
marijuana, 216 kilograms of synthetic 
cannabinoids and 6,888,421 narcotic 
pills. It also handled 1,980 drug-re-
lated cases, 1,359 drug use cases, 131 
drug smuggling cases and 396 drug 
trafficking cases, in addition to receiv-
ing 380 drug-related complaints -- 324 
from males and 56 from females.

Sources pointed out that all seg-
ments of the Kuwaiti society wel-
comed and agreed on the stipulation 
of harsher penalties in the fight against 
drug dealers who are considered a de-
structive threat to families. They as-
serted that the new law protects soci-
ety from drugs -- a major concern for 
some families and a looming danger 
for them and their children. 

Sources disclosed that majority of 
the heinous crimes, which occurred 
recently in Kuwait, are the result of 
drug use, hence, it poses a real threat to 
society. Sources believe the deterrent 
penalties, which can reach the death 

penalty, will eradicate this scourge. 
On social media after the issuance of 

the new law, many posted statements 
agreeing that it is strict and aims to 
cleanse the country of drug users and 
dealers. They clarified that the severity 
of the penalties is necessary, especially 
since drugs have destroyed and torn 
apart families, and all the strict penal-
ties against drug dealers are justified.

Moreover, sources stated that two 
outstanding figures – Qabazard and 
Sheikh Hamad Al-Yousef Al-Sabah – 
have never rested, working tirelessly 
day and night to protect society from 
drugs. “Their security teams operate 
under their wise guidance, demonstrat-
ing utmost efficiency and dedication 
in combating drugs by all means and 
methods.  These outstanding figures 
have opted to lead the work in the field, 
confronting drug dealers and facing all 
dangers alongside their distinguished 
security teams. They are determined 
in their fight against drug dealers and 
traffickers, always present on the front 
lines of major security operations,” 
sources added.



America
US Rep Nehls to retire in 2026: Republican US Rep Troy Nehls of 
Texas announced Saturday that he will retire from Congress after his term 
ends in 2026 to focus on family.

Nehls, a staunch supporter of President Donald Trump who has sported his 
mug shot on a T-shirt, said he called Trump to inform him of his plans.

“President Trump has always been a strong ally for our district and a true 
friend, and I wanted him to hear it from me fi rst,” Nehls said on the social 

platform X.
Nehls added via social media that he was endorsing 

his twin brother to succeed him in Congress. Trever 
Nehls said on Facebook that he would run for the 
seat and “stand shoulder-to-shoulder with President 
Trump.”

The White House did not immediately respond Sat-
urday night to an email seeking comment.

Troy Nehls entered Congress in 2021 after about 
three decades in law enforcement and more than two 
decades in the Army Reserve.

Nehls voted to overturn former President Joseph 
Biden’s 2020 election win and was tapped by then-
House GOP leader Kevin McCarthy to sit on a select 

committee probing the Jan. 6 insurrection at the Capitol - before McCarthy 
pulled his picks after Speaker Nancy Pelosi rejected two others. (AP)

❑     ❑     ❑

California labor leader pleads not guilty: The leader of a major labor 
union in Southern California who was arrested while protesting an immigra-
tion raid earlier this year has pleaded not guilty to a misdemeanor charge and 
will face trial in January.

David Huerta is president of the Service Employees International Union 
California. He was arrested June 6 while joining a large crowd of demonstra-
tors outside a business in Los Angeles where federal agents were investigating 
suspected immigration violations.

Huerta was initially charged with obstruction, resistance or opposition to 
a federal offi cer - a class A felony. However, federal prosecutors last month 
dismissed the original felony charge of conspiracy to impede an offi cer. (AP)

Europe
Georgian opposition fi gure arrested: Georgian au-
thorities detained a prominent opposition fi gure Saturday 
on suspicion of trying to set fi re to the Tbilisi City Court 
offi ce building, the Interior Ministry said.

Alexander Elisashvili, also known as Aleko, broke into 
the court chancellery building in the Georgian capital at 
dawn by smashing a window with 
a hammer, then poured gasoline on 
the perimeter of the offi ce, the min-
istry said in a Facebook statement.

The 47-year-old, who founded 
the Citizens party and was formerly 
an opposition lawmaker, had a 
fi rearm and injured a court offi cial 
during his arrest, according to the 
ministry.

Video released by authorities 
appeared to show a handgun on 
the ground, a bottle of gasoline, a 
lighter and shattered glass. Footage 
also showed Elisashvili with visible 
bruises under his eyes. The Associated Press couldn’t inde-
pendently verify the footage.

Elisashvili’s lawyer, Giorgi Kevkhishvili, said that the 
politician “has serious injuries on his face. He has been se-
verely beaten.”

The Citizens party, which belongs to the Lelo-Strong 
Georgia coalition, is one of three main opposition groups 
in the country.

Georgian authorities have intensifi ed pressure on op-
position parties. The governing Georgian Dream party has 
petitioned the Constitutional Court to ban the three main 
opposition groups - the United National Movement, Akhali/
Coalition for Change and Lelo. (AP)

❑     ❑     ❑

Opposition leader detained in Azerbaijan: Azerbai-
jani authorities detained opposition leader Ali Karimli on 
Saturday, his adviser said, marking the latest escalation in 
the country’s crackdown on dissent.

Karimli, chairman of the opposition Popular Front Party 
of Azerbaijan, was not receiving phone calls and his home 
had been searched, adviser Fuad Gahramanli wrote on Fa-
cebook. Party board member Mammad Ibrahim was also 
detained and his residence searched.

Authorities provided no offi cial information about the 
detentions. Government-aligned media reported the moves 
were connected to a criminal investigation into Ramiz Me-
hdiyev, the former head of the presidential administration 
who was reportedly charged in October with attempting to 
seize state power, high treason and money laundering. He 
is under house arrest, though authorities have not confi rmed 
the charges.

Azerbaijan has intensifi ed its crackdown on dissent and 
freedom of speech, targeting journalists, activists and in-
dependent politicians, according to human rights organiza-
tions.

President Ilham Aliyev has ruled the oil-rich Caspian na-
tion of around 10 million people since 2003, when he suc-
ceeded his father, Haidar. Both leaders suppressed opposi-
tion, and elections since Azerbaijan’s independence from 
the Soviet Union in the 1990s have not been considered 
fully free or fair by international observers. (AP)

❑     ❑     ❑

Romania issues orange fl ood alert: Romania’s hy-
drology authorities have issued an orange fl ood alert for 
parts of the south on Saturday, warning of severe fl ooding 
risk due to heavy rainfall and rising river levels.

Homes and key infrastructure could be threatened, and 
some areas are under their second high-level warning in 24 
hours.

A wider yellow alert is also in force across multiple re-
gions, as offi cials urge heightened vigilance nationwide. 
(Xinhua)
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‘Arizona Democrat cannot be prosecuted as member of Congress’

Experts doubt Pentagon can punish US Senator Kelly over ‘illegal orders’ video
WASHINGTON, Nov 30, (AP): The 
Pentagon’s investigation of Sen Mark 
Kelly over a video that urges Ameri-
can troops to defy “illegal orders” has 
raised a slew of questions, and some 
criticism, from legal experts.

Some say the Pentagon is misread-
ing military law to go after Kelly as 
a retired Navy fi ghter pilot. Others 
say the Arizona Democrat cannot be 
prosecuted as a member of Congress. 
A group of former military prosecutors 
insists he did nothing wrong.

The Pentagon announced the in-
vestigation last week after President 
Donald Trump’s social media post 
accusing Kelly - and the fi ve other 
Democratic lawmakers in the video - 
of sedition “punishable by DEATH.”

Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth said 
Kelly was facing investigation because 
he is the only one in that group who 
formally retired from the military and is 
still under the Pentagon’s jurisdiction.

Kelly dismissed the inquiry as the 
work of “bullies” and said it would not 
deter him and other members of Con-

gress “from doing our jobs and holding 
this administration accountable.”

Stephen Vladeck, a Georgetown 
University law professor, said there has 
been a “signifi cant uptick” in courts-
martial of retired service members in 
the past decade. While courts have de-
bated the constitutionality, the practice 
is currently allowed. He said there have 
been roughly a dozen such prosecutions 
across the service branches.

There are roughly 2 million people 
who formally retired from the military 
and receive retirement pay, according 
to a report from the Congressional Re-
search Service. Service members are 
generally entitled to retirement pay af-
ter completing 20 years of active duty.

Todd Huntley, a retired Navy cap-
tain and judge advocate general, or 
JAG, said it is rare to prosecute retir-
ees for something that happened after 
they retired.

“It’s not totally unheard of,” said 
Huntley, who now directs George-
town’s national security law program. 
“I actually prosecuted a enlisted guy 

who had been retired for 16 years. He 
was essentially assaulting his adopted 
daughter. Basically no one else had ju-

risdiction so we prosecuted him.”
Colby Vokey, a prominent civilian 

military lawyer and former military 

prosecutor, said Hegseth appears to be 
misreading the Uniform Code of Mili-
tary Justice to justify the Kelly inves-
tigation.

Vokey said Hegseth has personal ju-
risdiction over Kelly because Kelly is 
entitled to retirement pay. But Vokey 
said Hegseth lacks subject matter juris-
diction because Kelly made his state-
ments as a senator.

Vokey said case law has evolved 
to where the military can prosecute 
an active-duty service member for a 
crime committed off base, such as rob-
bing a convenience store. But applying 
military law to a retired service mem-
ber and “assuming that means every 
offense ever is kind of a ridiculous 
conclusion.”

“Let’s say you have a 100-year-old 
World War II veteran who is retired 
with pay and he steals a candy bar,” 
Vokey said. “Hegseth could bring him 
back and court-martial him. And that 
in effect is what is happening with 
Kelly.”

Patrick McLain, a retired Marine 

Corps judge and former federal pros-
ecutor, said the cases he has seen of re-
tirees being called back “are more like 
extreme examples of fraud or some of 
these child pornography cases.”

“I’ve not seen anything like the kind 
of the wackadoodle thing they’re try-
ing to do to Sen. Kelly for essentially 
exercising his First Amendment right 
to free speech, which they don’t like,” 
McLain said.

Charles Dunlap, a Duke University 
law professor and retired Air Force 
lawyer, said in an email that military 
law can restrict speech for service 
members that is protected for civilians 
under the First Amendment.

But even if the video was found to 
have violated military law, a key issue 
may be whether the law can be applied 
to someone who is retired, Dunlap 
said.

A group of former military lawyers, 
the Former JAGs Working Group, 
said in a statement that Kelly did not 
violate the Uniform Code of Military 
Justice.

US Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth speaks during the 4th annual North-
east Indiana Defense Summit at Purdue University Fort Wayne on Nov 12, 

in Fort Wayne, Ind. (AP)

First responders at scene of a mass shooting on Nov 29, in Stockton, Calif. (AP)

4 dead and 10 wounded in California shooting
Four people were killed and 10 wounded in a shooting 
during a family gathering at a banquet hall in Stockton, 
sheriff’s offi cials said Saturday.

The victims included both children and adults, said 
Heather Brent, a spokesperson for the San Joaquin 
County sheriff’s offi ce. Early indications “suggest this 
may have been a targeted incident,” Brent said during 
a news conference at the scene.

Local offi cials said the suspected shooter has not 
been caught and pleaded with the public for help. De-

tectives were still working to identify a possible mo-
tive.

“If you have any information as to this individual, 
reach out immediately. If you are this individual, turn 
yourself in immediately,” San Joaquin County District 
Attorney Ron Freitas said during a news conference.

The shooting occurred just before 6 p.m. inside the 
banquet hall, which shares a parking lot with other busi-
nesses. Stockton is a city of 320,000 about 40 miles 
(64 kilometers) south of Sacramento. (AP)

Trump pushes to broker a deal

Rubio, Witkoff meeting with Ukraine’s negotiators in Florida

Talks for UK to join EU defense fund 
collapse in blow to PM bid to reset ties

Georgia case against Trump dropped,
ending efforts to punish US president

WEST PALM BEACH, Fla., Nov 30, 
(AP): Top Trump administration of-
fi cials are meeting Ukrainian negotia-
tors in Florida this weekend, pushing 
to broker an end to Russia’s war in 
Ukraine and setting the stage for key 
talks planned this week in Moscow 
with Russian leader Vladimir Putin.

Secretary of State Marco Rubio, 
Special Envoy Steve Witkoff and Jared 
Kushner, the son-in-law of US Presi-
dent Donald Trump, were expected 
to sit down with a Ukrainian delega-
tion to further hash out the details of 
a proposed peace framework - talks 
that come at a sensitive moment for 
Ukraine as it continues to push back 
against Russian forces that invaded the 
country in 2022.

On Friday, just before the Florida sit-
down, Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy announced the resignation 
of his powerful chief of staff, Andrii 
Yermak, who up until that point had 
been the country’s lead negotiator in 
talks with the US.

The announcement came after Ye-
rmak’s home was searched by anti-
corruption investigators. Zelenskyy’s 
government has been roiled by fallout 
from a scandal over $100 million em-

bezzled from the energy sector through 
kickbacks paid by contractors, causing 
newfound domestic pressures for Ze-
lenskyy.

It was only a week ago that Rubio 
had met with Yermak in Geneva, with 
each side saying the talks had been 
positive in putting together a revised 

peace plan.
Now, the Ukrainian delegation in-

cludes Andrii Hnatov, the head of 
Ukraine’s armed forces; Andrii Sy-
biha, Ukraine’s foreign minister; and 
Rustem Umerov, head of Ukraine’s 
security council, Zelenskyy has said.

Diplomats have been focused on re-

visions to Trump’s proposed 28-point 
plan developed in negotiations between 
Washington and Moscow. That plan 
was criticized as being too weighted to-
ward Russian demands. It had initially 
envisioned Ukraine ceding the entire 
eastern region of the Donbas to Russia 
- a sticking point for Kyiv.

The plan - which Trump has since 
downplayed as a “concept” or a “map” 
to be “fi ne-tuned” - would also impose 
limits on the size of Ukraine’s military, 
block the country from joining NATO, 
and require Ukraine to hold elections in 
100 days. Negotiators have indicated 
the framework has changed, but it’s 
not clear how its provisions have been 
altered.

Trump said on Tuesday that he would 
send Witkoff and perhaps Kushner to 
Moscow this week to meet with Putin 
about the plan. Both Witkoff and Kush-
ner, like Trump, hail from the world of 
real estate that values dealmaking over 
the conventions of diplomacy. The pair 
also were behind a 20-point proposal 
that led to a ceasefi re in Gaza.

Zelenskyy wrote on X that the 
Ukrainian delegation would “swiftly 
and substantively work out the steps 
needed to end the war.”

LONDON, Nov 30, (AP): Talks on 
the UK joining a major European Un-
ion defense fund have ended without 
agreement, the British government said 
Friday, in a blow to its post-Brexit reset 
with the 27-nation bloc.

Prime Minister Keir Starmer, elected 
last year, pledged to repair ties with the 
EU strained by Britain’s acrimonious 
departure in 2020. In May, the U.K. 
and the EU announced new agreements 
on trade, travel and defense that Starm-
er hailed as a “win-win.”

The plan was for the U.K. de-
fense industry to access a 150 billion 
euro ($170 billion) EU loan program, 
known as Security Action for Europe, 
or SAFE, set up to help Ukraine and 
the rest of Europe defend itself. That 
would allow British fi rms to secure 
cheap EU-backed loans to procure mil-
itary equipment.

But negotiations foundered over 
money, with Europe demanding more 
for Britain’s participation than the U.K. 
was willing to pay.

British EU Relations Minister Nick 
Thomas-Symonds said Friday that the 
“negotiations were carried out in good 
faith, but our position was always clear: 
we will only sign agreements that are in 

the national interest and provide value 
for money.

“While it is disappointing that we 
have not been able to conclude discus-
sions on U.K. participation in the fi rst 
round of SAFE, the UK defense indus-
try will still be able to participate in 

projects through SAFE on third coun-
try terms,” he said.

Third countries can participate in 
SAFE projects up to a maximum of 
35% of the value of a contract, but 
Britain had been trying to negotiate a 
higher threshold.

ATLANTA, Nov 30, (AP): A judge 
dismissed the Georgia election interfer-
ence case against US President Donald 
Trump and others after the prosecutor 
who took over the case said he would 
not pursue the charges, ending the last 
effort to punish the president in the 
courts for his efforts to overturn his 
2020 election loss.

Pete Skandalakis, executive director 
of the Prosecuting Attorneys’ Council 
of Georgia, took over the case earlier 
this month from Fulton County Dis-
trict Attorney Fani Willis, who was 
removed over an “appearance of im-
propriety” created by a romantic rela-
tionship with the special prosecutor she 
chose to lead the case.

After Skandalakis’ fi ling, Fulton 
County Superior Court Judge Scott 
McAfee issued an order dismissing the 
case in its entirety.

The case began nearly fi ve years 
ago, when Willis made public her 
intent to investigate whether illegal 
attempts were made to infl uence the 
state’s 2020 election. That included 
a Jan. 2, 2021, phone call in which 
Trump was recorded urging Georgia’s 
secretary of state to help fi nd the votes 
needed to overturn his loss in the criti-
cal swing state.

It was the most wide-ranging of four 
criminal cases brought against Trump 
in 2023. The resources and manpower 
required to pursue such a sprawling 
case made it unsurprising that other 
prosecutors declined to take it on after 
Willis’ removal.

The abandonment of the Georgia 

case is the latest refl ection of how 
Trump has emerged largely unscathed 
from a spate of prosecutions that once 
threatened his political career and per-
sonal liberty.

Former Justice Department special 
counsel Jack Smith, who had charged 
Trump with conspiring to overturn 
the results of the 2020 election and 
hoarding classifi ed documents at his 
Mar-a-Lago estate in Florida, dropped 
both cases after Trump won the White 
House last year. Smith cited longstand-
ing Justice Department policy against 
the indictment of a sitting president.

And though Trump was convicted of 
felony charges in New York in connec-
tion with hush money payments during 
the 2016 election, he was sentenced in 
January to an unconditional discharge, 
leaving his conviction intact but spar-
ing him any punishment.

It was unlikely that legal action 
against Trump could have moved 
forward while he is president. But 14 
other defendants still faced charges, in-
cluding former New York mayor and 
Trump attorney Rudy Giuliani and for-
mer White House chief of staff Mark 
Meadows.

US Secretary of State Marco Rubio talks to the press at the US Mission to 
International Organizations in Geneva, Switzerland on Nov 25. (AP)

Britain’s Prime Minister Keir Starmer meets European Commission Presi-
dent Ursula von der Leyen in Brussels on Oct 2, 2024. (AP)

US President Donald Trump leans in to hear a question as he speaks with 
reporters while in fl ight on Air Force One from Joint Base Andrews to his 

Mar-a-Lago estate in Palm Beach, Fla on Nov 25. (AP)
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Asia
Death toll in HK apartment complex blaze rises to 146: The death toll 
in Hong Kong’s apartment complex blaze rose to 146 on Sunday as investigators 
discovered more bodies in the burned-out buildings, while a steady stream of people 
placed bouquets of fl owers at an ever-growing makeshift memorial at the scene.

The Hong Kong police Disaster Victim Identifi cation Unit has been going through 
the buildings meticulously and has found bodies both in apartment units and on the 
roofs, said the offi cer in charge, Cheng Ka-chun.

The buildings remain structurally sound, but the search has been slow, he told 
reporters, still wearing his white coveralls with his hard hat and respiratory mask at 
his side. “It is so dark inside, and because of the low light, it is very diffi cult to do 
the work, especially in places away from the windows.”

So far the team has examined four of the seven blocks, Cheng said.
Another 100 people are unaccounted for and 79 have been injured, said Tsang 

Shuk-yin, the head of the Hong Kong police casualty unit.
At the scene, well-wishers bowed and said short prayers, or left handwritten notes 

among the fl owers. (AP)
❑     ❑     ❑

Indonesian residents hunt for food, water after fl oods: Some residents of 
the fl ood-hit Indonesian island of Sumatra have resorted to stealing food and water 
to survive, authorities said Sunday.

The fl oods, which hit Indonesia nearly a week ago, have killed 303 people - with 
the number expected to rise as more bodies are recovered - and displaced thousands. 
The deluges triggered landslides, damaged roads, cut off parts of the island, and 
downed communication lines.

The challenging weather conditions and the lack of heavy equipment also ham-
pered rescue efforts. Aid has been slow to reach the hardest-hit city of Sibolga and 
Central Tapanuli district in North Sumatra.

Videos on social media showed people scrambling past crumbling barricades, 
fl ooded roads and broken glass to get their hands on food, medicine and gas. Some 
even waded through waist-deep fl oodwaters to reach damaged convenience stores.

North Sumatra Police fi rst reported incidents on Saturday evening, said police 
spokesperson, Ferry Walintukan, adding that regional police had been deployed to 
restore order. (AP)

❑     ❑     ❑

China checks high-rise buildings against fi re hazards: The State Coun-
cil Work Safety Committee has issued a circular that requests inspections into the 
country’s high-rise buildings in an effort to identify and remove major fi re hazards, 
the Ministry of Emergency Management said on Saturday.

According to the ministry, inspections will focus on high-rise buildings, includ-
ing residential buildings and public buildings such as offi ce buildings, hospitals and 
commercial complexes.

High-rise buildings undergoing exterior wall renovation and partial interior deco-
ration and renovation will be examined in particular to strengthen fi re safety man-
agement and effectively safeguard the lives and property of the people. (Xinhua)

❑     ❑     ❑

Fireball erupts in Sydney factory after explosion: An explosion at a west-
ern Sydney factory sent fl ames 15 meters towards the sky and a large chemical 
tank soaring into the air on Saturday night as more than 200 fi refi ghters confronted 
the blaze. The Fire and Rescue service in the Australian state of New South Wales 
(NSW) said in a statement on Sunday that a huge fi reball erupted as fl ames took hold 
just before 11 pm Saturday night.

Emergency services were called to reports of the fi re at a waste management facil-
ity in the suburb of North St Marys, 40 kilometers west of central Sydney.

More than 200 fi refi ghters were sent to the scene where an explosion sent con-
crete blocks into the air.

The fi re had been contained as of Sunday morning, but was expected to continue 
smoldering throughout the day, with members of the public told to avoid the area.

The cause of the fi re has not been identifi ed, and police have asked anyone with 
information or with dashcam or mobile phone footage to contact investigators. (Xin-
hua)

❑     ❑     ❑

1 dead after mid-air collision between planes in Sydney: A pilot has died 
after two light planes collided in mid-air on Sunday in southwest Sydney.

A police statement said that emergency services responded to reports of a plane 
crash in the vicinity of an airfi eld in the suburb of Wedderburn, 50 km southwest of 
central Sydney, around 12:15 p.m. on Sunday.

Offi cers were told that two light planes had collided in mid-air before one of the 
aircraft crashed into a forested area.

The body of the pilot, who police said was believed to be the sole occupant of the 
plane, was located at the crash site.

The second plane landed safely at the airfi eld and the pilot was uninjured.
Police established two crime scenes and the incident would be investigated by the 

Australian Transport Safety Bureau. (Xinhua)

Rescuers search for fl ood victims in Tanah Datar, West Sumatra, Indo-
nesia on Nov 30. (AP)

‘Jail all the corrupt and jail all the killers’

Thousands in Philippines protest corruption, demand return of stolen funds from fl ood projects
MANILA, Philippines, Nov 30, (AP): Thousands of demonstrators including from 
the Roman Catholic church clergy protested in the Philippines on Sunday, calling 
for the swift prosecution of top legislators and offi cials implicated in a corruption 
scandal that has buffeted the Asian democracy.

Left-wing groups led a separate protest in Manila’s main park with a blunt 
demand for all implicated government offi cials to immediately resign and face 
prosecution.

President Ferdinand Marcos Jr has been scrambling to quell public outrage over 
the massive corruption blamed for substandard, defective or non-existent fl ood 
control projects across an archipelago long prone to deadly fl ooding and extreme 
weather in tropical Asia.

More than 17,000 police offi cers were deployed in metropolitan Manila to se-
cure the separate protests. The Malacanang presidential palace complex in Manila 
was in a security lockdown with key access roads and bridges blocked by anti-riot 
police forces, trucks and barbed wire railings.

In a deeply divided democracy where two presidents have been separately 
overthrown in the last 39 years partly over allegations of plunder, there have 
been isolated calls for the military to withdraw support from the Marcos ad-
ministration.

The Armed Forces of the Philippines has steadfastly rejected such calls and 
welcomed on Sunday a statement signed by at least 88 mostly retired generals, in-
cluding three military chiefs of staff, who said they “strongly condemn and reject 
any call for the Armed Forces of the Philippines to engage in unconstitutional acts 
or military adventurism.”

“The unifi ed voice of our retired and active leaders reaffi rms that the Armed 
Forces of the Philippines remains a pillar of stability and a steadfast guardian of 
democracy,” the military said in a statement.

Roman Catholic churches across the country helped lead Sunday’s anti-cor-
ruption protests in their districts, with the main daylong rally being held at a pro-
democracy “people power” monument along EDSA highway in the capital region. 
Police said about 5,000 demonstrators mostly wearing white joined before noon.

They demanded that members of Congress, offi cials and construction company 
owners behind thousands of anomalous fl ood control projects in recent years be 
imprisoned and ordered to return the government funds they stole. A protester 
wore a shirt with a blunt message: “No mercy for the greedy.”

“If money is stolen, that’s a crime, but if dignity and lives are taken away, these 
are sins against fellow human beings, against the country,” said the Rev. Flavie 
Villanueva, a Catholic priest, who has helped many families of impoverished drug 
suspects killed under former President Rodrigo Duterte’s crackdowns. “Jail all the 
corrupt and jail all the killers,” Villanueva told the crowd of protesters.

Since Marcos fi rst raised alarm over the fl ood control anomalies in his state of 
the nation address before Congress in July, at least seven public works offi cers 
have been jailed for illegal use of public funds and other graft charges in one fl ood 
control project anomaly alone. Executives of Sunwest Corp., a construction fi rm 
involved in the project, were being sought.

On Friday, Henry Alcantara, a former government engineer who has acknowl-
edged under oath in Senate inquiry hearings his involvement in the anomalies, 
returned 110 million pesos ($1.9 million) in kickbacks that justice offi cials said he 
stole and promised to return more in a few weeks.

About 12 billion pesos ($206 million) worth of assets of suspects in fl ood con-
trol anomalies have been frozen by authorities, Marcos said.

Marcos has pledged that many of at least 37 powerful senators, members of 
Congress and wealthy construction executives implicated in the corruption scan-
dal would be in jail by Christmas.

Protesters in Sunday’s rallies said many more offi cials, including implicated 
senators and House of Representatives members, should be jailed sooner and or-
dered to return the funds they stole and used to fi nance fl eets of private jets and 
luxury cars, mansions and extravagant lifestyles.

Protesters wave a Philippine fl ag during an anti-corruption rally in Manila, 
Philippines on Nov 30. (AP)

Maduro government slams ‘colonial threat’

Venezuelan airspace should be viewed as closed: Trump
WEST PALM BEACH, Fla., Nov 30, 
(AP): US President Donald Trump on 
Saturday said that the airspace “above 
and surrounding” Venezuela should be 
considered as “closed in its entirety,” 
an assertion that raised more ques-
tions about the Us pressure on Ven-
ezuelan leader Nicolás Maduro. His 
government accused Trump of making 
a ”colonial threat” and seeking to un-
dermine the South American country’s 
sovereignty.

The White House did not respond to 
questions about what Trump posted on 
his Truth Social platform, and it was un-
clear whether he was announcing a new 
policy or simply reinforcing the messag-
ing around his campaign against Madu-
ro, which has involved multiple strikes 
in the Caribbean Sea and eastern Pacifi c 
Ocean on small boats accused of ferry-
ing drugs as well as a buildup of naval 
forces in the region. More than 80 peo-
ple have been killed in such strikes since 
early September.

The Republican president addressed 
his call for an aerial blockade to “Air-
lines, Pilots, Drug Dealers, and Human 
Traffi ckers,” rather than to Maduro.

Venezuela’s government said it 
“forcefully rejects” Trump’s claim 
about closing the airspace and that it 
was a “colonial threat” intended to 
undermine the country’s “territorial 
integrity, aeronautical security and full 
sovereignty.”

The Foreign Ministry said “such 
declarations constitute a hostile, uni-
lateral and arbitrary act.”

The statement also said that US 
immigration authorities had unilater-

ally suspended biweekly deportation 
fl ights of Venezuelan migrants. Fol-
lowing negotiations between the two 
governments, more than 13,000 Ven-
ezuelans have been deported to Ven-
ezuela this year on dozens of chartered 
fl ights, the latest of which arrived late 
Friday in Caracas, the capital, accord-
ing to fl ight-tracking data.

International airlines last week be-
gan to cancel fl ights to Venezuela after 
the Federal Aviation Administration 
told pilots to be cautious fl ying around 
the country because of heightened mil-
itary activity.

The FAA’s jurisdiction is generally 
limited to the United States and its ter-
ritories. The agency does routinely 
warn pilots about the dangers of fl ying 
over areas with ongoing confl icts or 
military activity around the globe, as it 
did earlier this month with Venezuela. 
The FAA works with other countries 
and the International Civil Aviation 
Organization on international issues. 
The FAA and ICAO did not immedi-
ately respond to requests for comment 
Saturday.

Trump’s administration has sought 
to ratchet up pressure on Maduro. The 

US government does not view Maduro 
as the legitimate leader of the oil-rich 
but increasingly impoverished South 
American nation and he faces charges 
of narcoterrorism in the US.

US forces have conducted bomber 
fl ights near Venezuela and the USS 
Gerald R. Ford, America’s most ad-
vanced aircraft carrier, was sent to the 
area. The Ford rounds off the largest 
buildup of U.S. fi repower in the region 
in generations. With its arrival, the 
“Operation Southern Spear” mission 
includes nearly a dozen Navy ships 
and about 12,000 sailors and Marines.

There are bipartisan calls for greater 
oversight of the US military strikes 
against vessels in the region after The 
Washington Post reported that Defense 
Secretary Pete Hegseth issued a verbal 
order for all crew members to be killed 
as part of the Sept 2 attack on suspect-
ed drug smugglers.

Republican Sen. Roger Wicker of 
Mississippi, chairman of the Sen-
ate Armed Services Committee, and 
its top Democrat, Rhode Island Sen. 
Jack Reed, said in a joint statement 
late Friday that the committee “will 
be conducting vigorous oversight to 
determine the facts related to these 
circumstances.” Trump’s team has 
weighed both military and nonmilitary 
options with Venezuela, including cov-
ert action by the CIA.

Trump has publicly fl oated the idea 
of talking to Maduro. The New York 
Times reported Friday that Trump and 
Maduro had spoken. The White House 
declined to answer questions about the 
conversation.

Kyrgyzstan holds parliamentary
vote as opp’n faces crackdown
BISHKEK, Nov 30, (AP): Polls 
opened in the Central Asian repub-
lic of Kyrgyzstan on Sunday in a 
snap parliamentary election amid 
the arrests of opposition fi gures 
and the closure of independent me-
dia outlets.

It is expected to cement the grip 
of President Sadyr Zhaparov, who 
has sought to suppress dissent in 
what was once Central Asia’s most 
democratic country.

The vote is being held a year 
earlier than scheduled, a move 
that officials have justified by 
arguing that the parliamentary 
elections would otherwise fall 
too close to the 2027 presidential 
elections.

There have also been sweeping 
changes to Kyrgyzstan’s electoral 
system, with 30 constituencies 
electing three lawmakers each. 
According to the Central Elec-
tion Commission, 467 candidates 
are vying for the 90 seats in Kyr-
gyzstan’s one-chamber parliament, 
the Jogorku Kenesh. There’s also a 
gender quota system that requires 
at least one female lawmaker from 
each district.

Analysts say candidates loyal 
to Zhaparov are likely to succeed 
thanks to the rapidly growing 
economy over which the Kyrgyz 
leader presides, fueled in part by 
Kyrgyzstan’s role in circumvent-
ing sanctions against Russia.

Kyrgyzstan, one of the poorest 
countries to emerge from the for-
mer Soviet Union, is a member of 
Russia-dominated economic and 

security alliances, hosts a Russian 
air base and depends on Moscow’s 
economic support. It was formerly 
the site of a U.S. air base that was 
used in the war in Afghanistan.

But Zhaparov has also sought 
to cement his position by cracking 
down on potential rivals.

“The suppression of the oppo-
sition and independent media, the 
growing economy, and Russia’s 
support guarantee the current rul-
ing elite’s hold on power,” Emil 
Juraev, an independent analyst in 
Bishkek, told the Associated Press. 
“There is virtually no opposition 
participating in the elections. The 
elections will be very predictable 
and, as some have already de-
scribed, dull.”

Travelers wait in the main hall of the Simon Bolivar Maiquetia Internation-
al Airport in Maiquetia, Venezuela on Nov 23, after several international 
airlines canceled fl ights following a warning from the US Federal Aviation 
Administration about a hazardous situation in Venezuelan airspace. (AP)

Dictatorship-era military offi cers 
and supporters rally in Argentina
BUENOS AIRES, Argentina, Nov 30, 
(AP): Ex-military offi cers who served 
in Argentina’s brutal dictatorship and 
their families staged a rare rally on Sat-
urday to push for the release of fellow 
offi cers imprisoned for human rights 
abuses committed during the junta’s 
1976-1983 rule.

Saturday’s demonstration was seen 
as a provocation in the country of 
Nunca Más, the slogan that represents 
Argentina’s commitment to “never 
again” return to authoritarianism.

Further raising tensions, the offi cers 
gathered in Plaza de Mayo, the historic 
site of protests by women searching 
for children who had been abducted, 
detained and “disappeared” by the 
junta. Circling the plaza in silent pro-
test every Thursday for decades, the 
women became known as the Grand-
mothers of Plaza de Mayo.

To the army offi cers’ critics, including 
dozens of counter-protesters who also 
fl ocked to Plaza de Mayo in downtown 
Buenos Aires on Saturday, the brazen 
rally marked a worrying sign that cracks 
were starting to appear in Argentina’s na-
tional consensus about the bloody legacy 
of the dictatorship.

In a dramatic shift from past admin-
istrations, right-wing President Javier 

Milei has frequently justifi ed the dicta-
torship’s state terrorism as a messy war 
against leftist guerrillas.

His vice president, Victoria Villar-
ruel, is the daughter of an Argentine 
lieutenant colonel and an ultraconser-
vative lawyer who spent years advo-
cating for armed forces and Argentines 
killed by left-wing guerillas - those she 

calls the “other victims” of terrorism.
The government’s push for a recon-

sideration of crimes by the dictator-
ship has enraged human rights groups, 
which see it as an effort to legitimize 
the military’s systematic extrajudicial 
killings of civilians. The junta is esti-
mated to have killed or disappeared as 
many as 30,000 Argentines.

Retired military personnel gather to call for the release of former service-
men accused of human rights violations during the last dictatorship, in Bue-

nos Aires, Argentina on Nov 29. (AP)

Lat/Am
Hondurans vote to elect new prez: Hondurans 
began casting ballots Sunday to elect a new president 
only days after US President Donald Trump intervened 
in a close race with an endorsement of one candidate and 
announced that he would pardon a former president. At a 
voting site in the capital, the country’s major parties were 
present with tables, banners, fl ags and music, but media 
far outnumbered potential voters initially.

In addition to a new president, voters will elect a 
new Congress, as well as hundreds of local positions.

Among the fi ve presidential candidates on the bal-
lot, polls indicated three had a chance to win and were 
fi nishing in close competition. They are:

1. Rixi Moncada, 60, who served as fi nance and 
later as defense secretary in the current administration 
of President Xiomara Castro before leaving to run for 
president for the social democrat LIBRE or Liberty 
and Re-foundation party.

2. Salvador Nasralla, who is making his fourth bid 
for the presidency, this time as the candidate for the 
conservative Liberal Party.

3. Former Tegucigalpa Mayor Nasry “Tito” Asfura, 
who also carries the mantle of the conservative Na-
tional Party. (AP)

❑     ❑     ❑

6 killed in Central Mexico armed attack: At 
least six people were killed and fi ve others injured ear-
ly Saturday in an armed attack at a nightclub in Tula, 
a city in the central Mexican state of Hidalgo, local 
media reported.

According to broadcaster Televisa, the incident oc-
curred when a group of gunmen entered the “La Re-
saka” nightclub and opened fi re indiscriminately, kill-
ing four people at the scene. Two others later died at a 
nearby hospital. However, other reports indicated that 
the actual death toll might be higher. AFP reported that 
three injured individuals succumbed to their gunshot 
wounds while receiving treatment. (Xinhua)

Africa
20 dead after boat capsizes in Congo: At least 
20 people have died, and several remain missing after 
a boat capsized in northwestern Congo, according to 
local residents.

The boat, which capsized on Lake Maï-Ndombe 
on Thursday, was carrying passengers to the capital, 
Kinshasa. They included a newly ordained Catholic 
deacon, according to a statement by the local Diocese 
on Friday. Speaking to The Associated Press via tel-
ephone on Saturday, Emmanuel Bola, a resident of the 
nearby town of Inongo, said that the boat was traveling 
from the town of Kiri to Kinshasa when it capsized 
between the villages of Bobeni and Lobeke around 8 
p.m. Thursday night.

The Congolese government has not released an of-
fi cial death toll. Kevani Nkoso, the governor of Maï-
Ndombe province, speaking on national TV, said that 
“we are awaiting details from the teams deployed to 
the fi eld to determine the number of people killed and 
the number of survivors.” (AP)

❑     ❑     ❑

AU suspends Guinea-Bissau: The African Un-
ion (AU) Commission has suspended Guinea-Bissau 
from the pan-African bloc until constitutional order is 
restored following the country’s sudden military takeo-
ver.

The decision was adopted by the AU Peace and Se-
curity Council at an emergency meeting on the situa-
tion in the West African nation, according to a com-
munique issued on Saturday.

Citing relevant AU instruments, the council “de-
cides to immediately suspend Guinea-Bissau from 
participating in all activities of the Union, its organs 
and institutions, until constitutional order is restored in 
the country,” the communique read. The council also 
“totally rejected” the unconstitutional change of gov-
ernment in the country as a “blatant violation of AU 
principles and normative instruments.” (Xinhua)

A voter holds his ballot during 
the parliamentary elections at 
a polling station in Tash-Dobo, 
south of Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan on 

Nov 30. (AP)
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KPC declares LNG prices for Dec
KUWAIT CITY, Nov 30, (KUNA): Kuwait Pe-
troleum Corporation (KPC) declared on Sunday 
new prices of liquefi ed natural gas (LNG), pro-
pane, and butane, for December. In a statement to 
KUNA, the corporation said a metric ton of pro-
pane would be sold for USD 495 next December, 

and a metric ton of butane for USD 485.
Both propane and butane are used in the pet-

rochemical industry, cooking, heating, and oth-
er purposes. LNG prices are mainly affected by 
global oil prices, market supply and demand, 
and other factors.

Company partnered with ktech and MoE to support the Cyberthon challenge

Zain invests in youth cyber capabilities to safeguard the digital future

KUWAIT CITY, Nov 30: Zain Kuwait has supported the Kuwait Tech-
nical College (ktech) Cyberthon challenge, held in cooperation with the 
Ministry of Education. The effort comes as part of a pioneering national 
initiative aimed at equipping students and youth with cybersecurity skills 
and enhancing their ability to protect the country’s digital infrastructure, 
in line with Kuwait’s digital transformation objectives.

Zain took part in the closing ceremony, attended by Acting Undersec-
retary at the Ministry of Education Mohammad Al-Khaldi, Vice Chair-
man of the Board of Trustees at ktech Professor Ayman Al-Zayed, Vice 
President for Student Affairs and Registration Noura Ayman Boodai, and 
Corporate Relations Department Manager at Zain Kuwait Hamad Al-Mu-
saibeeh.

The event was also attended by ktech leadership, members of the aca-
demic and administrative bodies, and representatives from both the public 
and private sectors. This refl ected the status of the challenge as a national 
platform that embodies the partnership between education and the private 
sector in serving digital national security priorities.

Zain’s support of the Cyberthon challenge came as an extension of its 
ongoing strategic partnership with ktech, which includes supporting a 

wide range of student, academic, cultural, and sports activities, as well as 
employment and training programs organized by the college throughout 
the academic year. This aligns with the company’s pivotal role in empow-
ering national talents in technology and encouraging students to pursue 
technical specializations that are in high demand in the market.

The Cyberthon challenge brought together ktech students specializing in 
cybersecurity and high school students from various educational districts, in 
an integrated model that links pre-university education with applied higher 
education and brings students closer to the requirements of the job market in 
vital and technical sectors. Participants completed an intensive training pro-
gram followed by fi nal competitions that featured a strong spirit of challenge, 
teamwork, critical thinking, and decision-making.

The challenge, titled Defend the Future, focused on equipping students 
with practical skills that simulate real cyber environments through a set of 
advanced tasks in threat analysis, ethical penetration testing (ethical hack-
ing), protecting systems and critical infrastructure, crisis management, 
and rapid response to cyberattacks.

These challenges were carried out in an advanced virtual environment 
overseen by a group of experts and specialists in the fi eld, ensuring the 

development of skills capable of dealing with the growing cyber threats 
worldwide.

Today, cybersecurity is considered one of the most important pillars for 
sustaining the digital economy and protecting the sensitive data of gov-
ernments, institutions, and individuals. This makes investment in building 
national human capabilities in this fi eld a strategic priority. 

Zain places the support of specialized educational initiatives such as 
the Cyberthon challenge at the heart of its responsibility towards the com-
munity, driven by its belief that the fi rst line of defense in the digital age 
starts in classrooms, labs, and learning communities that embrace students 
and youth at an early age.

Zain is committed to being an active partner for educational and aca-
demic institutions in Kuwait by establishing strategic partnerships with 
universities, colleges, and institutes and participating in career fairs and 
platforms dedicated to attracting national talents. This comes in addition 
to providing practical training programs and professional development 
opportunities that help students and fresh graduates integrate into the mar-
ket, especially in advanced technical fi elds such as cybersecurity, cloud 
computing, data analytics, and artifi cial intelligence.

Al-Khaldi, Al-Zayed, and Boodai honoring Al-Musaibeeh for Zain’s support. Group photo of the partners and participating students.

Main market index rises 38.46 points

Boursa Kuwait general 
index gains 19.1 points
KUWAIT CITY, Nov 30, (KUNA): 
The Boursa Kuwait ended Sunday’s 
trading session on a positive note, 
as the general index advanced 19.10 
points, or 0.22 percent, to close at 
8,856.27 points.

Trading activity totaled 243.7 mil-
lion shares exchanged through 16,504 
cash transactions, with a total value of 
60.2 million Kuwaiti dinars (around 
USD 184.2 million).

The main market index climbed 
38.46 points, or 0.46 percent, settling 
at 8,316.88 points. This segment re-
corded a trading volume of 147 mil-
lion shares across 11,178 transactions, 

valued at 27.2 million dinars (approxi-
mately USD 83.2 million).

The premier market index also reg-
istered gains, adding 15.32 points, or 
0.16 percent, to fi nish at 9,428.23 points. 
Trading activity in this segment reached 
96.7 million shares through 5,326 trans-
actions, with a total value of 33 million 
dinars (about USD 101 million).

Similarly, the Main 50 Index rose 
35.41 points, or 0.42 percent, closing 
at 8,440.57 points. It saw the exchange 
of 69.4 million shares across 4,780 
transactions, with a total value of 14.3 
million dinars (around USD 43.7 mil-
lion).

By supporting Kuwait’s largest cybersecurity hackathon

KFH fosters youth skills in coding and cybersecurity
KUWAIT CITY, Nov 30: Kuwait Finance House 
(KFH) maintains its strategic partnership for Ku-
wait’s largest cybersecurity hackathon for the third 
consecutive year. Launching on December 6th, the 
competition is held under the patronage of the Dep-
uty Prime Minister and Minister of Interior, Sheikh 
Fahad Yousef Al-Sabah, and is sponsored by the Na-
tional Cyber Security Center (NCSC) and organized 
by CODED Academy.

The renewal of the strategic partnership was an-
nounced during a meeting attended by KFH Senior 
Manager of PR and Event Management, Fahad Al-
Saad; NCSC representative, Basil Abdulraheem; and 
CODED Academy CEO, Ahmad Marafi .

KFH Senior Manager PR and Event Manage-
ment - Fahad AlSaad

Commenting on this occasion, KFH Senior Manager 
PR and Event Management, Fahad AlSaad stated that 
this initiative is the largest event in coding and cyberse-
curity, with prizes valued at more than KD 15,000. He 
affi rmed that KFH’s participation is part of the Bank’s 
leadership in fostering innovation, empowering the 
youth and honing their skills and knowledge to create 
and added value for the community.

He noted thatthe hackathonequips a generation 
with cybersecurity, technology applications and cod-
ing skills. It also provides participants with practical 
experience and certifi cations that enhance their ca-
reer prospects. “This aligns with KFH’s strategy of 
innovation and social development,” AlSaad noted. 

He reiterated the signifi cance of leveraging mod-
ern technology and digital learning in strengthen-
ing cybersecurity, highlighting its importance to the 
global economy and banking sector in serving the 
public interest and protecting customers data. 

National Cyber Security Center (NCSC) Repre-
sentative - Basil Abdulraheem

NCSC representative, Basil Abdulraheem, com-
mended KFH’s support to Hackathon Kuwait which 
demonstrates the Bank’s interest in youth and rein-
forces public-private partnerships through initiatives 
that encourage youth to innovate and refi ne their tal-
ents. He pointed out that these initiatives refl ect the 
country’s commitment to the importance of investing 
in young national talents in cybersecurity to ensure 
the existence of a safer cyber space.

CODED Academy CEO - Ahmad Marafi 
In his statement, CODED Academy CEO, Ahmad 

Marafi , lauded the strategic partnership with KFH, 
established in 2018. 

This partnership aligns with the Bank’s strategy 
and commitment to investing in youth within the cy-
bersecurity sector.  He affi rmed that this collabora-
tion serves as a successful model of synergy between 
the banking sector and educational institutions for 
boosting innovation and digital transformation.

New edition features hackathons

Kuwait’s IBS unveils redesigned 
graduates development program
KUWAIT CITY, Nov 30: The Insti-
tute of Banking Studies (IBS), under 
the “Kafaa” initiative launched by the 
Central Bank of Kuwait in collabora-
tion with Kuwaiti banks, announced 
the offi cial launch of the 13th batch of 
the Kuwaiti Graduates Development 
Program (KGDP) — a specialized 
training program designed to qualify 
newly graduated Kuwaitis to work in 
the banking sector. The inauguration 
took place, Sunday, November 23, 
2025, at the Institute’s headquarters, 
marking the beginning of the training 
phase.

Ms. Rana Abdullah Al-Nibari, Di-
rector General of the Institute of Bank-
ing Studies, stated that the new edition 
of the program represents a qualitative 
and transformational leap, as it has un-
dergone a comprehensive redesign and 
restructuring to align more precisely 
with the evolving requirements of the 
Kuwaiti banking sector. This ensures 
the program’s effectiveness and en-
hances participants’ competitiveness 
in the job market.

Al-Nibari highlighted that the key 
developments in this year’s edition fo-
cus on strengthening the practical and 
professional aspects of the program 
through a set of modern and innovative 
tools, including:
■ Hackathon programs.
■ Mentorship and professional coach-
ing.
■ Intensive on-the-job training within 
local banks.
■ An applied graduation project.

She also confi rmed that the Institute 
has collaborated with several prestig-
ious international organizations for 

the accreditation and validation of the 
program, including: Chartered Banker 
Institute – UK, The Experience Ac-
celerator – Switzerland, Six Seconds 
– USA, and Pause – Oman.

This collaboration refl ects the Insti-
tute’s commitment to building national 
competencies capable of supporting 
Kuwait’s ongoing economic develop-
ment.

Ms. Al-Nibari further emphasized 
that the program’s ultimate goal is to 
ensure the employment of qualifi ed 
national talents in local banks upon 
successful completion of all its stages. 
To achieve this, the program consists 
of three main phases:

1. The Qualifi cation Phase, 
which provides comprehensive train-
ing to develop graduates’ essential 
skills in employability, self-leadership, 
and banking operations.

2. The Empowerment Phase, 
which includes advanced specialized 
and practical training within local 
banks, supported by individualized 
mentoring from industry experts.

3. The Employment Phase, 
marking the successful culmination of 
the program as participants transition 
into actual banking roles.

In conclusion, Ms. Al-Nibari ex-
pressed her sincere gratitude to H.E. 
Mr. Basel A. Al-Haroon, Governor of 
the Central Bank of Kuwait and Chair-
man of the IBS Board of Directors, 
and to all Board Members for their 
continuous support. She also extended 
special thanks to the Human Resources 
Directors of local banks for their valu-
able collaboration in ensuring the suc-
cess of this development initiative.

Photo during the program.

Fahad AlSaad, Basil Abdulraheem, and Ahmad Marafi .

KIB affi rms Union’s commitment to stability

Sheikh Mohammed Jarrah Al-Sabah joins 
meeting with Lebanese PM Nawaf Salam

KUWAIT CITY, Nov 30: A delega-
tion from the Union of Arab Banks 
visited the Prime Minister of Leba-
non, Judge Dr. Nawaf Salam, at the 
Grand Serail of Beirut on the after-
noon of Friday, 28 November 2025, 
following the conclusion of the Un-
ion’s General Assembly meeting.

The delegation included Sheikh 
Mohammed Jarrah Al-Sabah, Chair-
man of Kuwait International Bank 
(KIB) and a Board Member of the 
Union of Arab Banks, represent-
ing the state of Kuwait, Dr. Joseph 
Torbey, the Chairman of the World 
Union of Arab Bankers’ Executive 
Committee, Adnan Al-Ismail, mem-
ber of the Board of the World Union 
of Arab Bankers representing the 
United Arab Emirates, and Dr. Wis-
sam Fattouh, Secretary-General of 
the Union of Arab Banks.

During the meeting, the Lebanese 
Prime Minister praised the role of 
the Union of Arab Banks in support-
ing the banking sector and strength-
ening cooperation among fi nancial 
institutions across the Arab world. 
He commended the Union’s efforts 
to foster constructive dialogue be-
tween the public and private sectors 
and to contribute to advancing eco-
nomic stability and growth.

The delegation also briefed the 
Prime Minister on the Union’s key 
activities and its program for the 
coming period, as well as the ob-
jectives of the 2025 Arab Banking 

Conference and the role expected 
of the banking sector in supporting 
economic recovery plans, attracting 
investment, and expanding growth 
opportunities across the region.

For his part, Al-Jarrah expressed the 
Union’s appreciation to Prime Min-
ister Salam for the warm reception, 
affi rming the Union’s commitment to 
strengthening cooperation and working 
hand in hand to develop the legislative 
and banking environment in a way that 
supports fi nancial stability and pro-
motes sustainable development.

About KIB
Kuwait International Bank (KIB) 

is a bank that operates according to 

the Islamic Shari’ah, based in the 
State of Kuwait. Incorporated in 
1973, and originally known as Ku-
wait Real Estate Bank, KIB made 
the transition to its current Islamic 
operating model in 2007. In 2018, 
KIB embarked on a new phase of its 
journey full of innovation and devel-
opment. As part of its new strategic 
direction, the Bank focuses on offer-
ing a next-level customer experience 
under the slogan: “Bank for Life”. 

Through a network of branches 
spread across the State of Kuwait, 
KIB offers a broad range of bank-
ing products and services, as well as 
innovative digital banking solutions 

in line with international best stand-
ards. As part of its duty towards the 
community, the Bank also encom-
passes a leading social responsibil-
ity program that aims at positively 
impacting all members of the com-
munity through a wide range of im-
pactful initiatives and activities. 

Today, KIB has taken concrete 
steps in implementing its new stra-
tegic objectives. The Bank has ce-
mented its role as a key player in 
the local banking industry and has 
continued to maintain its strong fi -
nancial performance; enabling it to 
be globally recognized for its strong 
credit rating and fi nancial position.

Union of Arab Banks delegation meets Lebanese Prime Minister Nawaf Salam at Beirut’s Grand Serail.
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Group photo of the senior executives from across Kuwait’s investment sector.

Session to decode geopolitics & AI shifts

UIC to conduct high-level strategy 
workshop for investment leaders
KUWAIT CITY, Nov 30: Senior executives 
from across Kuwait’s investment sector will 
convene at Union Investment of Companies 
(UIC) for a high-level workshop, “Navigat-
ing What’s Next: Strategic Perspectives for 
2026,” led by global business think tank The 
Conference Board on 30th November 2025.

Hosted at UIC’s offi ces in Kuwait City, the 
two-hour session will help leaders step back 
from their day-to-day routines to make sense 
of a rapidly changing world and translate 
global trends into what they mean for their 
organizations.

Drawing on The Conference Board’s glob-
al research and engagement with C-suite ex-
ecutives, the workshop will:

■ Take a pulse on 2025 – how this year is 
unfolding for global and regional businesses

■ Decode the global shifts – geopolitics, 
energy transition, industrial policy, and de-
mographic change

■ Gauge the growth outlook – where de-
mand, investment, and risk are moving into 
2026

■ Strengthen strategic resilience – how 
organizations can protect value while still in-
vesting for the future

■ Position for the next wave of AI-driven 
transformation – turning generative AI from 
experimentation into real impact

Recent research from The Conference Board 
shows that CEO confi dence signals cautious 
optimism rather than crisis. Most CEOs are 
planning to continue investing in areas such 
as AI, supply chain resilience, and talent, even 
as they remain concerned about trade tensions, 
geopolitical risk, cyber threats, and regulatory 
complexity.

 “2026 is shaping up as a year of divergence 
and acceleration,” said Anuj Saush, Head of 
TCB Advisory at The Conference Board, who 
will facilitate the workshop. “Our conversa-
tions with CEOs tell a clear story: confi dence 
is cautious, but leaders are still investing—in 
AI, in people, and in reshaping supply chains. 
They expect bumps in the road, not a collapse. 
In that context, the real leadership challenge is 
to step out of the constant routine, take a delib-
erate pause, and ask: What really matters for the 
next three years?”

“The GCC remains one of the more dy-
namic regions in the global economy,” added 
Saush. “But as the global energy transition 
gathers pace and AI begins to reshape pro-
ductivity, the premium on taking time to 
think—not just to react—is higher than ever. 
This workshop is designed to give leaders in 
Kuwait the space, insights, and peer dialogue 
they need to reset their view of what’s ahead 
and decide where to place their next bets.”

“The strength of this gathering lies not only 
in the insights we will hear, but also in the 
collective knowledge in this room—leaders, 
executives, policymakers, and practitioners 
who play a vital role in shaping Kuwait’s in-
vestment landscape and its future position in 
the global economy. Through dialogue, col-
laboration, and shared learning, we can turn 
challenges into momentum and uncertainty 
into informed strategic action,” added Ms. 
Fadwa Darwish – UIC Secretary General.

The event forms part of UIC’s ongoing en-
gagement with The Conference Board, bring-
ing global insight to Kuwait and supporting 
a forward-looking dialogue on the country’s 
strategic priorities.

Empowering customers through user-friendly app

Weyay Bank marks four years as 
Kuwait’s digital banking pioneer

World in fl ux: Policy signals and economic data shape global markets this week

KUWAIT CITY, Nov 30: Weyay Bank, Ku-
wait’s fi rst digital bank, reinforces its position as 
a pioneer in digital banking since its establish-
ment four years ago, following a journey marked 
by innovation and excellence in delivering a 
comprehensive banking experience. Weyay has 
set a new benchmark in the fi nancial sector by 
introducing cutting-edge digital solutions that 
simplify banking and make fi nancial manage-
ment more accessible and secure.

Four Years of Innovation and Growth
From day one, Weyay Bank embraced a 

clear vision: empower customers by enabling 
them to complete all banking transactions 
without visiting a branch. Through the Weyay 
mobile app, customers can open accounts, 
manage savings, transfer money locally and 
internationally, and even apply for loans, all 
in a few secure steps. This approach reflects 
Weyay’s dedication to delivering a modern 
banking experience tailored to the needs of 
today’s digital generation.

Empowering Youth and Building the Future
Weyay Bank places special emphasis on em-

powering young people by equipping them with 
tools and knowledge to manage their fi nances 
effectively. By offering features that promote 
budgeting and savings, Weyay helps youth de-
velop essential fi nancial skills, paving the way 
for stability and success.

Amal Al-Duwaisan, Head of Weyay Bank, 
stated: “We are not just providing banking ser-
vices; we are shaping a fi nancially aware gen-
eration and promoting a culture of saving and 
planning, because they are the foundation of 
Kuwait’s future.”

She added: “Our four-year journey has been 
fi lled with challenges and achievements, and 
today we are proud to be the fi rst choice for cus-
tomers seeking secure, fully digital banking ex-
perience. We will continue investing in innova-
tion and developing products that meet the needs 
of all segments, with a strong focus on fi nancial 
inclusion and empowering the next generation.”

Smart Tools and Products for Financial 
Stability

Weyay goes beyond traditional banking by 
offering innovative tools that help customers 
monitor their spending and manage budgets ef-
fectively. These features provide clear insights 
into fi nancial habits, empowering users to make 
informed decisions and reach their goals. In ad-
dition, Weyay introduces tailored cards to meet 
diverse needs such as the Weyay Aura Card, 
launched in collaboration with Alshaya Group, 
which lets customers earn points every time they 
shop, both in Kuwait and abroad.

First Fully Digital Loans for Salaried Cus-
tomers in Kuwait

One of Weyay Bank’s most notable achieve-
ments is introducing Kuwait’s fi rst fully digital 
loans for salaried customers. They can apply for 
personal or housing loans, upload documents, 
receive approvals, and sign contracts, all online. 

This innovation saves time and effort, offering a 
smooth and secure experience.

A Complete Digital Ecosystem
Weyay Bank has gone beyond traditional 

banking by creating a fully integrated digital 
ecosystem. Its app includes Kuwait’s fi rst in-app 
digital store, where customers can purchase vari-
ous digital cards and pay mobile bills securely. 
Through the partnership with stc, users can man-
age telecom services, pay bills, and buy pack-
ages without leaving the Weyay app.

Savings Made Simple with Weyay Saving 
Pots 

To encourage a culture of saving, Weyay in-
troduced saving pots, a goal-based savings fea-
ture that allows customers to set aside money 
for specifi c objectives such as buying something 
they love or planning a trip. For those seeking 
greater returns, The Pro Pot offers monthly in-
terest, helping customers grow their savings 
over time. Additional features like balance hid-
ing and temporary lock options make saving 
easier and more disciplined.

Introducing “Jeel”: Banking for Ages 8–14
Recognizing the importance of financial lit-

eracy among children, Weyay launched Jeel, 
Kuwait’s first banking card designed for kids 
aged 8 to 14. This innovative product allows 
children to manage their spending through a 
personalized banking card and a user-friendly 
app interface, all under parental supervision. 
Parents can monitor transactions and guide 
their children toward healthy financial habits, 
instilling a strong foundation for responsible 
money management.

Global Recognition for Excellence
Weyay’s achievements have earned prestig-

ious international recognition. Most recently, 
the Bank received the “Best Digital Bank in Ku-
wait” award for 2025 from Euromoney, as part 
of its Middle East Excellence Awards. Addition-
ally, Weyay won the “Most Innovative Product” 
award at the MEED Banking Excellence Awards 
for its Jeel product. These accolades underscore 
Weyay’s commitment to innovation and its lead-
ership in digital banking.

By National Bank of Kuwait

The week was marked by shifts in monetary poli-
cy expectations, key economic data releases, and 

broad asset-class movements. In the United States, the 
Fed’s Beige Book reported that US economic activity 
was largely unchanged in recent weeks, with stable em-
ployment levels and consumer spending edging lower. 
September PPI rose 0.3% MoM, retail sales slowed to 
0.2% MoM, and initial jobless claims fell to 216K, the 
lowest since mid-April, as durable goods orders came 
in as expected at 0.5% MoM. Swap market pricing 
now implies an 88% probability of a rate cut at the 
December FOMC meeting. The US dollar index eased 
0.7% to end the week at 99.459. Canadian GDP rose 
0.2% MoM in Q3, signalling stabilisation after Q2’s 
contraction, with USD/CAD last printed at 1.3977. In 
Europe, Germany’s Q3 GDP was fl at, infl ation prints 
were mixed, and Swiss Q3 GDP contracted 0.5%; 
EUR/USD and USD/CHF closed the week at 1.1598 
and 0.8038 respectively. In the United Kingdom, the 
2025 budget expanded the fi scal buffer to GBP 22B 
and raised taxes by GBP 26B, supporting projected 
infl ation declines into mid-2026 and potential further 
BoE rate cuts. GBP/USD closed the week at 1.3233, 
up 1.02%. In Asia-Pacifi c, China’s industrial profi ts 
fell 5.5% YoY in October amidst weak manufacturing 
and domestic demand, with USD/CNY at 7.0745. Aus-
tralia’s headline CPI rose 3.8% YoY in October, with 
AUD/USD rising 1.47% on the week to 0.6550. New 
Zealand cut the offi cial cash rate by 25 bps to 2.25% 
whilst Q3 retail sales rose 1.9%; NZD/USD was last 
seen at 0.5735. Japan’s Tokyo Core CPI held at 2.8% 
YoY, and industrial production rose 1.4% MoM, sup-
porting potential near-term BoJ action; USD/JPY end-
ed the week at 156.18. Global equity markets remained 
volatile, with the S&P 500 and Stoxx 600 closing the 
week at 6849.09 (+4.75%) and 576.43 (+2.55%) re-
spectively. Brent rose 1.01% on the week to 63.19, as 
spot gold rallied 4.29% to 4239.44 amidst shifting rate 
expectations. The US yield curve fl attened, with 2s10s 
and 5s30s narrowing by ~3.2 bps and ~2.4 bps respec-
tively, as 10-year Treasury yields briefl y dipped below 
4% during the week before closing at 4.01%.

United States and Canada
Fed Beige Book Signals Flat Activity; Consumer 

Spending Diverges as Lower-Income Demand Weakens
The Federal Reserve’s latest Beige Book indicates 

that US economic activity remained broadly unchanged 
through November 17, whilst consumer spending weak-
ened overall, except among higher-income households. 
Multiple districts reported resilient demand from af-
fl uent consumers, contrasted by reduced discretionary 
spending among middle and lower-income groups. Em-
ployment declined marginally, with businesses favour-
ing hiring freezes and attrition over layoffs, whilst wage 
growth remained moderate and aligned with infl ation 
targets. Price pressures persisted, driven by tariffs and 
input costs, though near-term pricing plans were mixed. 
Manufacturing, construction, and health care sectors 
noted moderate wage increases amidst labour shortages 
exacerbated by immigration constraints. Outlooks were 
largely stable, though some contacts cited heightened 
risk of slower activity in coming months. Swap mar-
kets are currently discounting an 88% probability of a 
rate cut at the December FOMC meeting. DXY was last 
printed at 99.459.

US PPI Rises 0.3% MoM in September as Retail 
Sales Slow to 0.2% MoM Gain

US wholesale prices, as measured by the Producer 
Price Index (PPI), increased 0.3% in September, re-
versing a slight August decline, driven primarily by 

higher energy and food costs. Excluding food and en-
ergy, the PPI rose 0.1% MoM and 2.6% YoY, mark-
ing the smallest annual gain since July 2024. Retail 
sales grew modestly by 0.2% in September following 
August’s 0.6% increase, with sales excluding cars and 
gasoline rising just 0.1%. Motor vehicle, electronics, 
clothing, and sporting goods sales fell, whilst spend-
ing at gasoline stations, personal care stores, and 
restaurants advanced. Control-group sales, which in-
form GDP calculations, declined 0.1% after fi ve con-
secutive months of gains, highlighting a moderation in 
consumer goods spending amidst ongoing infl ationary 
pressures.

US Initial Jobless Claims Fall to 216K as Durable 
Goods Orders Slow to 0.5% MoM in September

Initial claims for US unemployment benefi ts declined 
by 6K to 216K in the week ended November 22, the 
lowest level since mid-April and below the economists’ 
median forecast of 225K, whilst continuing claims 
edged up to 1.96M. The four-week moving average of 
new applications eased to 223.75K, indicating employ-
ers are largely retaining existing staff despite recent 
high-profi le job cut announcements. Separately, new 
orders for manufactured durable goods rose 0.5% MoM 
to USD 313.7B in September, exceeding the 0.3% fore-
cast, following a revised 3.0% gain in August. Exclud-
ing transportation, orders increased 0.6%, whilst trans-
portation equipment orders added USD 0.4B, or 0.4%, 
to USD 110.7B, highlighting continued strength in busi-
ness investment in equipment.

Canada’s GDP Surges 2.6% YoY in Q3, Driven by 
Housing and Military Spending

Canada’s economy expanded at an annualised rate of 
2.6% in Q3, rebounding from a 1.8% contraction in Q2, 
according to Statistics Canada. Growth was supported 
by a 6.7% rise in residential investment, led by hous-
ing resales, and a 12.2% increase in government capital 
spending on defence. In contrast, household consump-
tion fell 0.4%, its fi rst decline since 2021, whilst private 
non-residential, machinery, and equipment investment 
dropped 4.5% YoY. Exports grew 0.7% QoQ, recover-
ing partially from a 25% plunge in Q2, whilst imports 
fell sharply by 8.6%, the largest drop since 2022. Gov-
ernment bond yields rose on the data, with two-year 
yields at 2.430%, as the Canadian dollar strengthened. 
Swap markets anticipate the Bank of Canada will hold 
its 2.25% policy rate at the December meeting. USD/
CAD last printed at 1.3977.

Europe and the United Kingdom
German Infl ation Rises to 2.6% YoY in November, 

Highest in Nine Months; GDP Flat in Q3; Euro-Area 
Infl ation Mixed

Germany’s consumer price index accelerated to 2.6% 
YoY in November, up from 2.3% YoY in October 
and exceeding consensus expectations of 2.4%. The 
increase was driven by higher fuel costs and package 
holiday prices, whilst food prices exerted a modest drag. 

This development precedes the ECB’s December policy 
meeting, where offi cials have signalled no imminent 
rate changes despite persistent services and food infl a-
tion. Meanwhile, Germany’s economy stagnated in Q3, 
with GDP unchanged from the prior quarter as weak 
exports and subdued household spending offset gains 
in investment and government expenditure. Across 
the euro area, infl ation trends were mixed: France held 
steady at 0.8% YoY, Italy eased to 1.1% YoY, and 
Spain slowed to 3.1% YoY, suggesting the 20-nation 
bloc’s November reading will remain near October’s 
2.1%. EUR/USD last printed at 1.1598.

UK Budget Expands Fiscal Headroom Whilst Raising 
Taxes by GBP 26B, Eases BOE Rate-Cut Path

Chancellor Rachel Reeves’ 2025 budget, with GBP 
1.6 trillion (USD 2.1 trillion) in government spending, 
strengthened the UK’s fi scal buffer by GBP 12 to 22B 
and funded welfare and energy-bill support, whilst 
raising taxes by GBP 26B through a plethora of hikes. 
The Offi ce for Budget Responsibility (OBR) projects 
her measures will reduce infl ation by up to 0.5 percent-
age points in Q2 2026, supporting a Bank of England 
quarter-point rate cut to 3.75% at the December 18 
meeting. Key elements include a 4.1% rise in the na-
tional minimum wage, fuel duty and rail fare freezes, 
and targeted energy relief. Despite the short-term fi s-
cal consolidation, long-term growth remains subdued, 
OBR forecasts show weaker productivity and higher 
borrowing, with debt rising from 95% of GDP in 2025 
to 97% in 2028-29 before stabilising, leaving struc-
tural fi scal challenges ahead. GBP/USD last printed at 
1.3233.

Switzerland GDP Contracts 0.5% in Q3 Amidst Ex-
port Pressures Ahead of US Trade Deal

Switzerland’s GDP fell 0.5% QoQ in Q3 2025, mark-
ing its fi rst contraction in over two years and confi rming 
preliminary estimates. The decline followed Q2 growth 
of 0.2% MoM, revised up from 0.1%. Weakness was 
concentrated in exports, particularly pharmaceuticals 
and chemicals, which were affected by elevated US 
tariffs, whilst machinery, watches, and precision instru-
ments also saw reduced shipments. The contraction oc-
curred ahead of a newly agreed US-Swiss framework 
trade deal, which will cut levies on many goods from 
39% to 15%, expected to enter force early next month. 
Economists anticipate a snapback in output once tariffs 
are lowered. Adjusted GDP excluding large sporting 
events aligns with the headline result, underscoring the 
impact of trade dynamics on the Swiss economy. USD/
CHF last printed at 0.8038.

Asia-Pacifi c
China Industrial Profi ts Fall 5.5% in October as Man-

ufacturing Contracts and Domestic Demand Weakens
China’s industrial profi ts dropped 5.5% YoY in Octo-

ber, the largest decline since June, reversing gains seen 
in August and September. For the fi rst ten months of 
2025, major industrial fi rms’ profi ts rose 1.9% YoY, 

down from 3.2% through September. Mining sector 
profi ts fell 27.8% YTD, whilst manufacturing and utili-
ties rose 7.7% and 9.5%, respectively; carmakers gained 
4.4%. Manufacturing activity contracted, with the offi -
cial PMI at 49.2. Recent readings had shown fi xed-asset 
investment fell 1.7% YTD, as urban unemployment 
remained at 5.1%. Consumer prices had risen 0.2% 
YoY, with core infl ation at 1.2%, partly driven by gold. 
Policymakers target around 5% growth in 2025-26, em-
phasising exports whilst deferring large-scale domestic 
stimulus. USD/CNY last printed at 7.0745.

Australia Core CPI Rises 3.3% YoY in October, 
Headline CPI at 3.8% YoY, Markets Price Potential 
RBA Hikes in 2026

Australia’s core infl ation accelerated to 3.3% YoY 
in October, exceeding the 3.0% forecast and topping 
the Reserve Bank of Australia’s 2-3% target band, 
whilst headline CPI rose 3.8% YoY. Non-tradables 
prices climbed 4.8%, services increased 3.9%, and 
discretionary and non-discretionary goods advanced 
3.2% and 4.3% respectively, highlighting broad-based 
domestic price pressures. Recent labour market data 
showed unemployment declined to 4.3% with annual 
wage growth remaining elevated. The Australian dol-
lar appreciated 0.6%, and three-year government bond 
yields rose 14 bps on the data as markets now assign 
a small probability of a rate hike in 2026, reversing 
earlier bets on cuts. Despite the RBA being expected to 
hold rates at 3.60% at its December 8-9 meeting, tight-
ening is now remotely plausible, with some analysts 
indicating potential for a hike in early 2026. AUD/
USD last printed at 0.6550.

Tokyo Core CPI Holds at 2.8% YoY in November, 
Industrial Output Up 1.4% MoM, Supporting BOJ Hike 
Expectations

Tokyo consumer prices excluding fresh food in-
creased 2.8% YoY in November, marginally above the 
2.7% consensus and unchanged from October, with 
electricity costs offsetting slower processed food infl a-
tion. Core CPI excluding energy also remained at 2.8% 
YoY, whilst services infl ation rose 1.5% YoY. Rice 
prices increased 37.9%, continuing to moderate from 
April’s peak of 93.8%. Industrial production grew 1.4% 
MoM in October versus expectations of a 0.6% decline, 
driven by stronger car output following lower US tariffs 
and fi rm demand for information and communications 
equipment. Labour market indicators were stable, with 
unemployment at 2.6%. Market pricing now assigns a 
59% probability of a December 19 policy rate increase, 
whilst two-year JGB yields have risen to 0.972%, the 
highest since 2008. USD/JPY last printed at 156.18.

RBNZ Cuts Offi cial Cash Rate 25 bps to 2.25%, Sig-
nals Easing Cycle Near Completion; Q3 Retail Sales 
Jump 1.9%

The Reserve Bank of New Zealand (RBNZ) lowered 
the Offi cial Cash Rate by 25 bps to 2.25%, in a 5-1 vote, 
whilst projecting no further cuts through 2026. Forward 
guidance shows the benchmark rate averaging 2.2% in 
Q2 next year, implying an only 20% probability of an 
additional reduction. Infl ation is expected to ease from 
3% currently to 2.1% in Q3 2026 and reach 2% a year 
later, within the 1-3% target range. The New Zealand 
dollar rose 1.1% and two-year government bond yields 
increased 6 bps to 2.64% on bets the 16-month easing 
cycle is has concluded. Domestic demand is strengthen-
ing, evidenced by Q3 retail sales surging 1.9% QoQ, 
the largest quarterly gain since 2021, with broad-based 
growth across eight of 15 sectors, particularly motor 
vehicles and electrical goods. NZD/USD last printed at 
0.5735.

Kuwait
USD/KWD closed last week at 0.30590.

Amal Al-Duwaisan and Ali Khalil during the acceptance of the Best Digital Bank in Kuwait 
2025 award from Euromoney.



NEW YORK, Nov 30, (AP): Despite 
wider economic uncertainty hover-
ing above this year’s holiday season, 
shoppers turned out in big numbers 
for Black Friday - spending billions of 
dollars both in stores and online.

Adobe Analytics, which tracks e-commerce, 
said U.S. consumers spent a record $11.8 billion 
online Friday, marking a 9.1% jump from last 
year. Traffi c particularly piled up between the 
hours of 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. local time nation-
wide, when $12.5 million passed through online 
shopping carts every minute.

Consumers also spent a record $6.4 billion on-
line on Thanksgiving Day, per Adobe. Top cate-
gories that saw an uptick in sales across both days 
included video game consoles, electronics and 
home appliances. Shopping services powered by 
artificial intelligence and social media advertis-
ing have also particularly influenced what con-
sumers choose to buy, the firm said.

Meanwhile, software company Salesforce - 
which tracks digital spending from a range of 
retailers, including grocers - estimated that Black 
Friday online sales totaled $18 billion in the U.S. 
and $79 billion globally. And e-commerce plat-
form Shopify said its merchants raked in a record 
$6.2 billion in sales worldwide on Black Friday. 
At its peak, sales reached $5.1 million per min-
ute - with top categories including cosmetics and 
clothing, according to the Canadian company.

Mastercard SpendingPulse, which tracks in-
person and online spending, reported that over-
all Black Friday sales excluding automotive rose 
4.1% from a year ago. The retail sales indicator, 
which is not adjusted for inflation, showed online 
sales jumped by double digits (10.4%), while in-
store purchases inched up 1.7%.

Michelle Meyer, chief economist at the Mas-
tercard Economics Institute, said consumers are 
“navigating an uncertain environment” this holi-
day season “by shopping early, leveraging pro-
motions, and investing in wish-list items.”

Black Friday is far from the sales event that 
created midnight mall crowds or doorbuster may-
hem just decades ago. More and more consum-
ers have instead turned to online deals to make 
post-Thanksgiving purchases from the comfort of 
their own homes - or opt to stretch out spending 
across longer promotions now offered by retail-
ers.

In-store traffic has dwindled over the years. 
Initial data from RetailNext, which measures re-
al-time foot traffic in physical stores, found that 
U.S. Black Friday traffic fell 3.6% compared to 
2024. Still, the firm noted that was “notably bet-
ter” than a sharper 6.2% decline it saw in the days 
leading up to Thanksgiving.

Sensormatic Solutions, which also tracks store 
traffic, found that in-store retail visits dipped 
2.1% - but said that was in line with expectations 
and trends already seen this year. Traffic over the 
week of Black Friday was up nearly 57% com-
pared to the week prior, per Sensormatic. 

“Black Friday has really turned into like a full 
week event, or even further,” said Grant Gus-
tafson, head of retail consulting and analytics at 
Sensormatic Solutions. And “Black Friday is re-
ally the start of just a really and critical stretch for 
retailers,” he added - noting that the weekend fol-
lowing Thanksgiving, as well as the days leading 
up to Christmas next month, will also be some of 
the busiest in terms of in-store traffic.

Meanwhile, in terms of e-commerce, Adobe 
expects U.S. shoppers to spend another $5.5 
billion Saturday and $5.9 billion on Sunday 
- before reaching an estimated $14.2 billion 
peak on Cyber Monday, which would mark yet 
another record.

Still, rising prices could be contributing to 
some of those numbers. U.S. President Donald 
Trump’s barrage of tariffs on foreign imports 
have strained businesses and households alike 
over the last year. And despite spending more 
overall, Salesforce found U.S. shoppers pur-
chased fewer items at checkout on Black Friday 
(down 2% from last year). Order volumes also 

slipped 1%, the firm noted, as average selling 
prices climbed 7%.

This year’s holiday spending rush arrives 
amid heightened economic uncertainty for con-
sumers. Beyond tariffs, workers across public 
and private sectors are also struggling with 
anxieties over job security - amid both corpo-
rate layoffs and the after-effects of the 43-day 
government shutdown.

An uptick in budget-conscious behavior can 
also be seen in store traffic. While Sensormatic 
doesn’t track spending, “we do track consumer 
footsteps,” Gustafson notes - and “consumers are 
thinking a little bit harder about their purchases” 
this year, he explains, “to make sure that they’re 
getting their very best deals.”

For the November-December holiday season 
overall, the National Retail Federation estimates 
U.S. shoppers will spend more than $1 trillion for 
the first time this year. But the rate of growth is 
slowing - with an anticipated increase of 3.7% to 
4.2% year over year, compared to 4.3% in 2024’s 
holiday season.

At the same time, credit card debt and delin-
quencies on other short-term loans have been ris-
ing. And more and more shoppers are turning to 
“buy now, pay later” plans, which allows them to 
delay payments on holiday decor, gifts and other 
items.

Shoppers browse through stores at Mall of America for Black Friday deals, Friday, Nov. 28, 2025, in 
Bloomington, Minn. (AP)
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Exercise enhances security team readiness and employee awareness of safety protocols

Al Ahli Bank of Kuwait conducts fi re drill at headquarters
KUWAIT CITY, Nov 30: As part of 
its ongoing commitment to apply-
ing the highest safety standards, Al 
Ahli Bank of Kuwait (ABK) organ-
ized a mockfi re evacuation drill at its 
headquarters. The exercise aimed to 
assess and enhance the readiness of 
the Bank’s security and safety teams, 
and to ensure effi cient response ca-
pabilities in handling potential emer-
gency scenarios.

The drill refl ects ABK’s continu-
ous efforts to raise employee aware-
ness regarding safety protocols, ver-
ify the effectiveness of evacuation 
plans, and strengthen the expertise of 
its Security Department in managing 
emergency situations. This initiative 
aligns with the Bank’s dedication 
to implementing globally recog-
nized safety standards across all its 
branches and facilities.

The Bank emphasized that the 
safety and well-being of its em-
ployees and customers remains 
a top priority and a fundamental 
pillar at the core of its operational 
framework. The evacuation drill 
was successfully conducted within 
record time, in coordination with 
the General Directorate of Civil 
Defense at the Ministry of Interior 
and the Emergency Medical Ser-
vices Department at the Ministry 
of Health. Employees followed all 
instructions, vacating their offices 
promptly and heading to the desig-
nated assembly points.

The results of the drill were posi-
tive, demonstrating full prepared-

ness and rapid responsiveness from 
employees throughout all stages of 

the exercise. Ambulance and fi re 
units were present at the Bank’s 

headquarters, arriving within min-
utes to support the evacuation drill.

The drill also served to test the 
readiness and functionality of the 

Bank’s vital systems and facilities-
including alarm systems, fi re extin-
guishers, water pumps, emergency 
exits, staircases, and other critical 
infrastructure. This initiative ensures 
compliance with the requirements 
set by the General Directorate of 
Civil Defense, including the desig-
nation of trained evacuation mar-
shals on every fl oor.

ABK provides clear directional sig-
nage at all entrances, exits, and emer-
gency routes within its headquarters 
and branches, in addition to predefi ned 
assembly points. The Bank also con-
ducts fi rst-aid training and other essen-
tial programs to ensure a safe working 
environment for all.

The Bank continues to work 
closely with government entities and 
relevant authorities to implement 
policies and procedures that safe-
guard the health and safety of its em-
ployees in all situations, reaffi rming 
its commitment to placing its people 
at the forefront of its priorities.

A group photo taken on the sidelines of a mock evacuation exercise.

US online spending on Black
Friday hits a record $11.8bn

9.1% increase from last year

Japan’s ANA cancels 65 fl ights

Airlines meet brief failures
after Airbus software glitch
WASHINGTON, Nov 30, (AP): Air-
lines around the world reported short-
term disruptions heading into the 
weekend as they fi xed software on a 
widely used commercial aircraft, after 
an analysis found the computer code 
may have contributed to a sudden 
drop in the altitude of a JetBlue plane 
last month.

Airbus said Friday that an examina-
tion of the JetBlue incident revealed 
that intense solar radiation may cor-
rupt data critical to the functioning of 
fl ight controls on the A320 family of 
aircraft. 

The FAA joined the European Un-
ion Aviation Safety Agency in requir-
ing airlines to address the issue with a 
new software update. More than 500 
U.S.-registered aircraft will be im-
pacted. 

The EU safety agency said it may 
cause “short-term disruption” to fl ight 
schedules. The problem was intro-
duced by a software update to the 
plane’s onboard computers, according 
to the agency.

Airbus CEO Guillaume Faury apol-
ogized to customers after the required 
fi x led to “signifi cant logistical chal-
lenges and delays.” 

“Our teams are working around the 
clock to support our operators and 
ensure these updates are deployed as 
swiftly as possible to get planes back in 
the sky and resume normal operations, 
with the safety assurance you expect 
from Airbus,” he wrote in a message 
posted on LinkedIn on Saturday.

In Japan, All Nippon Airways, 
which operates more than 30 planes, 
canceled 65 domestic fl ights for Satur-
day. Additional cancellations on Sun-
day were possible, it said. 

The software change comes as U.S. 
passengers were beginning to head 
home from the Thanksgiving holiday, 
which is the busiest travel time in the 
country. 

American Airlines has about 480 
planes from the A320 family, of 
which 209 are affected. The fi x should 
take about two hours for many aircraft 
and updates should be completed for 
the overwhelming majority on Friday, 
the airline said. 

On Saturday, the airline said in a 
statement that only four planes still 
needed to be updated and that it “ex-
pects no further operational impact.”

Air India said on X that its engi-
neers were working on the fi x and 
completed the reset on more 40% of 
aircraft that need it. There were no 
cancellations, it said.

Delta said it expected the issue to 
affect less than 50 of its A321neo 
aircraft. United said six planes in its 
fl eet are affected and it expects minor 
disruptions to a few fl ights. Hawaiian 
Airlines said it was unaffected.

Pope Leo XIV is on his inaugural 

foreign trip, to Turkey and Lebanon, 
and is fl ying along with the papal del-
egation and press corps aboard an ITA 
Airways Airbus A320neo charter. 

The Vatican spokesman, Matteo 
Bruni, said Saturday that ITA was 
working on the issue. He said the nec-
essary component to update the air-
craft was on its way to Istanbul along 
with the technician to install it. Leo 
was scheduled to fl y from Istanbul, 
Turkey to Beirut, Lebanon on Sunday 
afternoon.

In France, Transport Minister 
Philippe Tabarot said the situation has 
stabilized as several software updates 
had already been installed. He told 
BFM-TV that the impact was limited 
in the country with an “almost com-
plete return to normal in French air-
ports.” 

In the U.K., disruption also was 
minimal. British Airways, for ex-
ample, said only three of its aircraft 
required the update, while EasyJet 
indicated there may be changes to its 
fl ying schedule as a result of the up-
date, in which case passengers will be 
informed. 

Germany’s Lufthansa said most 
software updates were completed dur-
ing the night and on Saturday morning. 
No Lufthansa Group Airlines fl ights 
are expected to be canceled due to the 
current situation, but there may be mi-
nor delays over the weekend, it said. 

Scandinavia’s SAS said its fl ights 
were operating as normal Saturday, 
after teams worked overnight to install 
the required software. 

Mike Stengel, a partner with the 
aerospace industry management con-
sulting fi rm AeroDynamic Advisory, 
said the fi x could be addressed be-
tween fl ights or on overnight plane 
checks. 

“Defi nitely not ideal for this to be 
happening on a very ubiquitous air-
craft on a busy holiday weekend,” 
Stengel said from Ann Arbor, Michi-
gan. “Although again the silver lining 
being that it only should take a few 
hours to update the software.”

At least 15 JetBlue passengers were 
injured and taken to the hospital after 
the Oct. 30 incident on board the fl ight 
from Cancun, Mexico, to Newark, 
New Jersey. The plane was diverted to 
Tampa, Florida.

Airbus, which is registered in the 
Netherlands but has its main head-
quarters in France, is one of the 
world’s biggest airplane manufactur-
ers, alongside Boeing. 

The A320 is the primary competitor 
to Boeing’s 737, Stengel said. Airbus 
updated its engine in the mid-2010s, 
and planes in this category are called 
A320neo, he said. 

The A320 is the world’s bestselling 
single-aisle aircraft family, according 
to Airbus’ website.

Manufacturing PMI rises slightly to 49.2

China’s factory activity contracts for 8th month in November
HONG KONG, Nov 30, (AP): China’s factory activity contracted for the 
eighth straight month in November, according to an offi cial survey on Sun-
day, underscoring challenges for the country’s economy despite the U.S.-
China trade truce.

The offi cial manufacturing purchasing managers index rose slightly to 49.2 
in November from 49 in October, China’s National Bureau of Statistics said.

The PMI is measured on a scale between 0 and 100, with a reading below 
50 indicating contraction. The contraction was in line with analyst expecta-
tions.

A U.S. tariff cut earlier this month likely would mean that Chinese exports 
could gain competitiveness in the U.S. market, but it may be too early to say 
whether exports have regained momentum following the trade truce.

U.S. President Donald Trump said the U.S. would cut its tariffs on Chinese 
goods after meeting Chinese leader Xi Jinping in South Korea on Oct. 30, 
raising some optimism over Chinese exports and manufacturing.

A prolonged slump in China’s property market and falling home prices 
are still hurting consumer confi dence, and real estate investments have been 
down. Intense price competition domestically in many sectors including the 

auto industry have also put pressure on many businesses.
More government policy support is required to help boost the economy, 

economists said.
But “policymakers appear to be delaying further policy support,” Lynn 

Song, chief economist for Greater China at ING bank, wrote in a note earlier 
this month.

While Chinese authorities previously rolled out measures such as trade-
in subsidies for home appliances and electric vehicles, some of these sub-
sidies are set to be phased out, and sales and demand are likely to drop, 
analysts said.

The fading boost from the consumer goods trade-in policies may be weigh-
ing on domestic demand for manufactured goods and “signals on domestic 
demand have been mixed,” said Zichun Huang, China economist at Capital 
Economics, last week.

Chinese offi cials have set a target of around 5% economic growth for the 
whole of 2025. The economy expanded 4.8% in the July-September quarter. 

“This year’s growth target is likely to require minimal additional support to 
be reached,” Song wrote.Shoppers visit a shopping mall, in Beijing, Sunday, Nov. 30, 2025. (AP)
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‘Walk My Walk’ by fictional AI artist tops chart

AI country hit built on Brown’s sound raises ethics questions
LOS ANGELES, Nov 30, (AP): When an AI-generated 
country song called “Walk My Walk” hit No. 1 on Bill-
board’s country digital song sales chart this month, it was 
credited to a fictional artist named Breaking Rust - a white, 
digitally generated avatar that didn’t exist two months ago.

But the song’s vocal phrasing, melodic shape and sty-
listic DNA came from someone who does exist: Grammy-
nominated country artist Blanco Brown, a Black music artist 
who has worked with Britney Spears, Childish Gambino and 
Rihanna.

And he had no idea.
“I didn’t even know about the song until people hit me up 

about it,” said Brown, whose 2019 country rap hit “The Git 
Up” helped usher in a new, hybrid era of country crossover. 
He didn’t learn about the chart-topping AI track until his 
phone was flooded with messages from friends.

“My phone just kept blowing up,” he said. “Somebody 
said: ‘Man, somebody done typed your name in the AI and 
made a white version of you. They just used the Blanco, not 
the Brown.”

The moment is the latest example of how generative AI 
is upending the music industry, giving anyone the ability to 
instantly create seemingly new songs by typing prompts into 
a chat window, often using models trained on real artists’ 
voices and styles without their knowledge.

The credits for the grit-filled, chant-heavy track “Walk 
My Walk” list Aubierre Rivaldo Taylor as one of the song’s 
creators, with streaming platforms such as Apple Music and 

Spotify identifying him as both the songwriter and producer. 
In recent months, Taylor has also been credited on streaming 
platforms as the songwriter and producer behind Defbeatsai 
- one of several X-rated, AI-generated country artists that 
exploded across social media last year.

The Defbeatsai ecosystem, however, connects back to 
another figure in Brown’s past: Abraham Abushmais, a col-
laborator Brown once jokingly called “Abe Einstein” for 
his sharp studio instincts. Abushmais co-wrote a couple of 
songs on Brown’s 2019 album “Honeysuckle & Lightning 
Bugs” and is listed as the developer of Echo, an obscure AI-
powered music generator app promoted on one of Defbeats.
ai’s Instagram pages with a link encouraging users to “make 
your own hit country song.”

Brown said he wasn’t notified about their involvement in 
the AI hit, and the collaborator he once mentored has since 
become unreachable. 

“Abe’s number changed,” Brown said. “We used to talk. I 
ain’t heard from him in a year or two.”

The AP reached out to Abushmais for comment but did 
not receive a response.

The digital avatar fronting “Walk My Walk,” a white, AI-
generated country singer built with a vocal approach mod-
eled on Brown’s sound, is where the moment shifted from 
eerie to uncomfortable.

“It’s a white AI man with a Black voice,” Brown said. 
“And he’s singing like a Negro spiritual.”

For Brown, the shock quickly gave way to action. He went 

into the studio and recorded his cover of the song, which was 
released last week. He’s also putting out a reworked deriva-
tive of the track on Monday with new lyrics and a new ar-

rangement. 
Brown’s management said his response to the song is a 

direct challenge to the legal, ethical and policy void sur-
rounding AI-generated music. He wants to use his own lived 
experience to force the industry and lawmakers to confront 
who owns art and what happens when technology outpaces 
the rights of the human creators it imitates.

“If someone is going to sing like me, it should be me,” 
he said.

For musicians and educators, the success of “Walk My 
Walk” made one thing clear: AI-generated music has leapt 
from internet experiment to commercial disruptor.

“We are entering a very strange and unprecedented period 
of both creation and industry,” said Josh Antonuccio, direc-
tor of the Ohio University Music Industry Summit. “AI has 
essentially democratized the act of music creation itself.”

That democratization has come with no guardrails. Major 
record labels sued Suno and Udio - two most popular AI 
song generators - accusing them of training their models on 
copyrighted recordings without permission.

“These companies trained their platforms on a volume of 
recorded music without permission,” Antonuccio said. “It 
leaves creators in this strange purgatory where they’re not 
getting compensated.”

Some labels have now shifted from lawsuits to negotia-
tion. Universal Music Group recently settled a copyright in-
fringement lawsuits with Udio and signed a new licensing 
agreement with the platform. 

Blanco Brown arrives at the 58th Annual CMA Awards 
on Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2024, at Bridgestone Arena in 

Nashville, Tenn. (AP)

Obituary

Tom Stoppard poses with the award for best play for ‘Leopoldstadt’ in the press room at the 76th annual Tony Awards on Sunday, June 11, 2023, at 
the Radio Hotel in New York. (AP)

Tributes pour in for sparkling playwright

British playwright Tom Stoppard dies at 88
LONDON, Nov 30, (AP): British playwright Tom 
Stoppard, a playful, probing dramatist who won 
an Academy Award for the screenplay for 1998’s 
“Shakespeare In Love,” has died. He was 88.

In a statement Saturday, United Agents said the 
Czech-born Stoppard - often hailed as the greatest 
British playwright of his generation - died “peace-
fully” at his home in Dorset in southwest England, 
surrounded by his family.

“He will be remembered for his works, for their 
brilliance and humanity, and for his wit, his irrev-
erence, his generosity of spirit and his profound 
love of the English language,” they said. “It was an 
honor to work with Tom and to know him.”

Rolling Stones front man Mick Jagger was 
among those paying tribute, calling Stoppard “a gi-
ant of the English theater, both highly intellectual 
and very funny in all his plays and scripts.

“He had a dazzling wit and loved classical and 
popular music alike which often featured in his 
huge body of work,” said Jagger, who produced the 
2001 film “Enigma,” with a screenplay by Stop-
pard. “He was amusing and quietly sardonic. A 
friend and companion and I will always miss him.”

King Charles III said Stoppard was “a dear friend 
who wore his genius lightly.” 

Theaters in London’s West End will dim their 
lights for two minutes on Tuesday in tribute.

Over a six-decade career, Stoppard’s brain-teas-
ing plays for theater, radio and screen ranged from 
Shakespeare and science to philosophy and the his-
toric tragedies of the 20th century. 

Five of them won Tony Awards for best play: 
“Rosencrantz and Guildenstern Are Dead” in 1968; 
“Travesties” in 1976; “The Real Thing” in 1984; 
“The Coast of Utopia” in 2007; and “Leopoldstadt” 
in 2023.

Stoppard biographer Hermione Lee said the se-
cret of his plays was their “mixture of language, 
knowledge and feeling. … It’s those three things 
in gear together which make him so remarkable.”

The writer was born Tomás Sträussler in 1937 
in Zlín in what was then Czechoslovakia, now the 
Czech Republic. His father was a doctor for the 
Bata shoe company, and when Nazi Germany in-
vaded in 1939 the family fled to Singapore, where 
Bata had a factory.

In late 1941, as Japanese forces closed in on the 
city state, Tomas, his brother and their mother fled 
again, this time to India. His father stayed behind 
and later died when his ship was attacked as he tried 
to leave Singapore.

In 1946 his mother married an English officer, 
Kenneth Stoppard, and the family moved to thread-
bare postwar Britain. The 8-year-old Tom “put on 
Englishness like a coat,” he later said, growing up 
to be a quintessential Englishman who loved crick-
et and Shakespeare.

He did not go to university but began his career, 
aged 17, as a journalist on newspapers in Bristol, 
southwest England, and then as a theater critic for 
Scene magazine in London.

He wrote plays for radio and television includ-
ing “A Walk on the Water,” televised in 1963, and 
made his stage breakthrough with “Rosencrantz 
and Guildenstern Are Dead,” which reimagined 
Shakespeare’s “Hamlet” from the viewpoint of 
two hapless minor characters. A mix of tragedy 
and absurdist humor, it premiered at the Edinburgh 
Fringe Festival in 1966 and was staged at Britain’s 
National Theatre, then run by Laurence Olivier, be-
fore moving to Broadway.

A stream of exuberant, innovative plays fol-
lowed, including meta-whodunnit “The Real In-
spector Hound” (first staged in 1968); “Jumpers” 
(1972), a blend of physical and philosophical gym-
nastics, and “Travesties” (1974), which set intel-
lectuals including James Joyce and Vladimir Lenin 
colliding in Zurich during World War I.

Musical drama “Every Good Boy Deserves Fa-
vor” (1977) was a collaboration with composer An-
dre Previn about a Soviet dissident confined to a 

mental institution - part of Stoppard’s long involve-
ment with groups advocating for human rights 
groups in the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe.

He often played with time and structure. “The 
Real Thing” (1982) was a poignant romantic com-
edy about love and deception that featured plays 
within a play, while “Arcadia” (1993) moved be-
tween the modern era and the early 19th century, 
where characters at an English country house de-
bated poetry, gardening and chaos theory as fate 
had its way with them.

“The Invention of Love” (1997) explored classi-
cal literature and the mysteries of the human heart 
through the life of the English poet A.E. Housman.

Stoppard began the 21st century with “The Coast 
of Utopia” (2002), an epic trilogy about pre-rev-
olutionary Russian intellectuals, and drew on his 
own background for “Rock ’n’ Roll” (2006), which 
contrasted the fates of the 1960s counterculture in 
Britain and in Communist Czechoslovakia.

“The Hard Problem” (2015) explored the mys-
teries of consciousness through the lenses of sci-
ence and religion.

Stoppard was a strong champion of free speech who 
worked with organizations including PEN and Index 
on Censorship. He claimed not to have strong political 
views otherwise, writing in 1968: “I burn with no causes. 
I cannot say that I write with any social objective. One 
writes because one loves writing, really.”

Some critics found his plays more clever than 
emotionally engaging. But biographer Lee said his 
“very funny, witty plays” contained a “sense of un-
derlying grief.”

“People in his plays … history comes at them,” 
Lee said at a British Library event in 2021. “They 
turn up, they don’t know why they’re there, they 
don’t know whether they can get home again.”

That was especially true of his late play “Leop-
oldstadt,” which drew on his own family’s story for 
the tale of a Jewish Viennese family over the first 
half of the 20th century. 

Variety

HOHHOT: Anna Ivanova, a tourist from Russia, 
was surprised to fi nd amazing ice and snow scenery 
in Arxan, north China’s Inner Mongolia Autono-
mous Region.

“In a pure ice and snow environment at minus 20 
degrees Celsius, I’m bathed in a natural hot spring. I 
can look up and see the starry sky and the vast forest 
and snowfi elds,” she said.

The 20th Arxan Ice and Snow Festival kicked off 
on Nov. 15. Arxan, located at the southwestern foot 
of the Dahinggan Mountains and at the intersection 
of four major grasslands, has become an increas-
ingly popular tourist destination in recent years 

thanks to its ice and snow and hot spring resources. 
The county-level region has a long winter lasting 
seven months each year, with snow cover for about 
six months.

Over the past two decades, Arxan has undergone 
a transformation from merely offering ice and snow 
sightseeing to a comprehensive cultural and tourism 
scenario that integrates ice and snow, sports events, 
hot springs, folk customs and health care. (Xinhua)

❑      ❑      ❑

ISTANBUL: As dawn breaks over the Ulucak 
Mound in western Türkiye, the light reveals the 
traces of an early craft tradition. Among circular 
hearths, clay loaves and bone tools, archaeologists 
said they have found evidence of a major turning 
point in human history: a shift from basic survival 

to specialized production.
Earlier in November, researchers announced the 

discovery of an 8,000-year-old pottery workshop at 
the site. They said it is the earliest physical proof of 
organized ceramic production in Anatolia and chal-
lenges long-held ideas about how manufacturing 
began in the region.

But the fi ndings are raising broader questions as 
well. They are reshaping theories about how early 
societies divided work by gender.

For years, many anthropologists argued that as 
communities became more complex, and as house-
hold crafts gave way to organized workshops, 
women lost infl uence and skilled trades became 
dominated by men. The discoveries at Ulucak sug-
gest that in Neolithic Anatolia this divide was not 
so clear. (Xinhua)

Bridging cultures

China Film Week in Cairo
promotes ‘cinematic ties’
CAIRO, Nov 30, (Xinhua): China Film Week kicked off here on Satur-
day with the screening of The Lychee Road, launching a cultural film 
program that brings a selection of recent Chinese productions to Egyp-
tian audiences as part of efforts to strengthen cultural and cinematic 
cooperation between the two countries.

The opening ceremony, held at a cinema in downtown Cairo, 
featured a red-carpet reception attended by Chinese and Egyptian 
cultural officials, filmmakers, and audience members. The event is 
jointly organized by the China Film Administration and the Chinese 
Embassy in Egypt, in cooperation with the Egypt Film Commission, 
the China Cultural Center in Cairo, and other Egyptian and Chinese 
partners.

Organizers said the event aims to build stronger bridges between the 
Egyptian and Chinese film industries by encouraging joint productions, 
industry collaboration, and talent exchange programs.

“We encourage the film industries in both countries to strengthen 
cooperation, actively engage in joint productions, and exchange film 
screenings, and we welcome more Egyptian films to be shown in Chi-
na,” said Mao Yu, deputy director of the China Film Administration, 
during a stage presentation before the opening film.

He stressed that the Chinese film market is open to filmmakers 
from around the world, noting that China currently produces around 
1,000 films a year and has more than 15,000 cinemas with over 
90,000 screens. “China’s annual box office has reached as high as 
9 billion US dollars, making it the world’s second-largest film mar-
ket.”

For his part, Ahmed Saleh, head of the Egyptian Film Center, said 
that China Film Week is not just a cinematic event. “Rather, it is an 
extension of the deep-rooted cultural ties between Egypt and China, 
and a genuine opportunity to explore a society rich in history, arts, and 
humanistic vision.”

Cooperation
“We seek to strengthen cinematic cooperation between Egypt and 

China through the exchange of expertise and the signing of joint 
agreements across all branches of cinema, whether in production or 
distribution,” Saleh continued, praising Chinese cinema for its ability 
to present works combining “artistic depth, technical innovation, and 
high-quality production.”

“I hope this week will offer a rich experience for the Egyptian au-
dience and serve as a new step toward broader cultural cooperation 
between our two countries,” he added.

This year’s selection reflects China’s growing global film pres-
ence and the deepening cultural exchanges between the two countries. 
Alongside The Lychee Road, the lineup includes I Am What I Am 2, 
The Shadow’s Edge, Dead to Rights, The Sinking of the Lisbon Maru, 
and Panda Plan.

The Lychee Road, which premiered this summer, follows a Tang 
Dynasty (618-907) official tasked with the near-impossible mis-
sion of transporting a bushel of lychees-prized but famously quick 
to spoil-on a grueling 2,500-kilometer journey from Lingnan in 
southern China to the capital, Chang’an. His desperate ingenuity 
in overcoming the logistical challenge becomes a sharp satire of 
bureaucratic absurdity. A hit in China, the film grossed nearly 100 
million dollars.

“Our delegation had a deep and friendly exchange with Egyptian 
filmmakers, discussing cooperation at festivals, screenings in each oth-
er’s markets, and the possibilities of future co-productions,” Da Peng, 
the film’s director and lead actor, told Xinhua during the opening cere-
mony, expressing optimism for Sino-Egyptian cinematic collaboration.

His film was met with enthusiasm by the Egyptian audience, who 
filled the theater alongside Chinese attendees, eager to explore Chinese 
culture through such cultural events.

Among the audience was Mai Mohamed, a senior student of Chinese 
at Cairo University, who said she both enjoyed the film and learned more 
about Chinese culture while practicing her Chinese listening skills.

“Honestly, the film was very engaging for me, and I was really cu-
rious to see how the rest of the story would unfold,” the student told 
Xinhua. “Such films help people learn more about Chinese culture. For 
example, I study Chinese, so I’m always keen to understand how the 
Chinese think. Culture gives you a wider opportunity to get to know the 
country and its people,” she added.

Most of the films will be screened at the China Cultural Center in 
Cairo over six days between Nov. 30 and Dec. 13, giving Egyptian 
audiences a deeper look into contemporary Chinese storytelling, ani-
mation, and historical narratives.

The initiative aligns with the growing cultural partnership between 
Egypt and China, especially in cinema, which both sides view as a 
powerful tool for fostering mutual understanding.

China Film Week in Cairo was launched just days after the conclu-
sion of the 46th Cairo International Film Festival, which featured a no-
table Chinese presence and awarded Chinese feature film The Botanist 
the Best Asian Feature Film prize.

Pakistani actress Sonya Hussyn, who won an award as the best 
supportive actress, poses for photographers at the red carpet 
of the 1st Diamond Butterfly Open Eurasian Movie Award cer-

emony in Moscow, Russia, Thursday, Nov. 27. (AP)
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Personalized AI shopping agents make holiday buying easier

GlitterLab creates Christmas baubles for the world

AI-assisted shopping is the talk of the holiday shopping season

Polish ‘glass magicians’ turn fantasies into reality

Chinese dance drama debuts
in Athens to warm applause

ATHENS, Nov 30, (Xinhua): The epic dance drama Tiangong Kaiwu premiered 
to an enthusiastic reception on Friday evening at Athens’ Christmas Theater, the 
Greek capital’s largest indoor venue.

Adapted from the centuries-old Chinese scientific classic The Exploitation of 
the Works of Nature (Tiangong Kaiwu in Chinese), the performance opened the 
3rd Sino-Hellenic International Theatre Festival.

The drama features the legacy of Song Yingxing, the 17th-century scientist of-
ten called “China’s Diderot” for his pioneering documentation of early Chinese 
technology. His encyclopedic work Tiangong Kaiwu detailed agricultural prac-
tices, manufacturing techniques, and craftsmanship, showcasing the creativity of 
the Chinese people.

Combining vibrant choreography, immersive visual design, and music inspired 
by traditional labor rhythms, Epic of China - Tiangong Kaiwu Dance Drama, 
transported the audience across time and culture.

Directed by acclaimed filmmaker Lu Chuan and co-produced by the Jiangxi 
Performing Arts Group and the Beijing Dance Academy, the show ended to pro-
longed applause and a standing ovation.

“It was an excellent performance,” Artemis Ignatiou, choreographer of the 
Olympic Flame lighting and handover ceremonies. “I knew about the book, but I 
did not expect such intensity and passion.” She praised the refined costumes and 
expressive movement, adding that “at one point I told my assistant I wanted to 
dance.” Ignatiou said the production underscores the value of artistic cooperation 
in strengthening people-to-people ties between Greece and China, both ancient 
civilizations that have deepened cultural exchanges in recent years.

NEW YORK, Nov 30, (AP): Major retail chains and tech 
companies are offering new or updated artificial intelligence 
tools in time for the holiday shopping season, hoping to give 
consumers an easier gift-buying experience and themselves 
an augmented share of online spending. 

Although AI-powered purchases are in early stages, the 
shopping assistants and agents rolled out by the likes of 
Walmart, Amazon and Google can do more than the chat-
bots of holidays past. The latest versions were designed to 
provide personalized product recommendations, track prices 
and to place some orders through unscripted “conversations” 
with customers.

Those features are on top of shopping updates from AI 
platforms like OpenAI’s ChatGPT and Google Gemini. In 
one of the season’s most talked-about launches, Google this 
month introduced an AI agent that can be instructed to call 
local stores to ask if a desired product is in stock. 

San Francisco software company Salesforce estimated 
that AI would influence $73 billion, or 22%, of all global 
sales in one way or another from the Tuesday before Thanks-
giving through Monday after the holiday, according to Caila 
Schwartz, Salesforce’s director of consumer insights.

The figure, which stood at $60 billion a year ago, encom-
passes everything from a ChatGPT query to AI-supplied gift 

suggestions on a retailer’s website, Schwartz said.
Despite the advancements, AI’s impact on holiday shop-

ping will be “relatively limited” this year since not every 
shopping site has useful tools and not every shopper is will-
ing to try them, said Brad Jashinsky, a senior retail industry 

analyst at information technology research and consulting 
firm Gartner.

“The more retailers that launch these tools, the better they 
get, and the more that consumers get comfortable and start 
to seek them out,” Jashinsky said. “But customer behavior 
takes a long time to change.”

Here are three ways the technology is poised to influence 
holiday shopping habits in 2025: 

AI’s potential to simplify the search for the perfect present 
is most apparent so far in tools that promise to give shoppers 
faster and more detailed results than a web browser with a 
lot fewer clicks. 

OpenAI upgraded ChatGPT with a shopping research fea-
ture that provides personalized buyers’ guides. The informa-
tion comes from product pages, reviews. prices and a user’s 
previous interactions with the chatbot. The tool works best 
for complicated products like electronics and appliances, or 
for “detail-heavy” items like beauty or sporting goods, Ope-
nAI said.

Then there’s Rufus, the shopping assistant that Amazon 
rolled out last year. It now remembers information custom-
ers previously fed it, like having four children that all like 
board games, for example. A user’s browsing and purchase 
history and reviews are used to personalize recommenda-

tions.
Google upgraded its AI Mode search tool to provide an-

swers to detailed questions composed in natural language. 
For example, users can tell the agent they want to buy a ca-
sual sweater to wear with skirt or jeans in New York in Janu-
ary that goes with a skirt or jeans, 

Responses are pulled from Google’s 50 billion product 
listings. The tool can also produce charts with side-by-side 
comparisons of prices, features, reviews and other factors. 
Previously, shoppers had to use keywords, filters and prod-
uct links to find the information they needed.

“This is an expansionary moment, I think, for all of tech-
nology and for commerce,” Lilian Rincon, vice president of 
product, consumer shopping at Google, recently told The 
Associated Press.

Meanwhile, Walmart’s AI shopping assistant, Sparky, 
offers occasion-based recommendations and synthesizes 
reviews. An AI-powered gift finder on Target’s app exclu-
sively for the holidays responds to prompts such as the age 
and special hobbies of the recipient.

Tools for tracking online prices have been around for 
years, including CamelCamelCamel, a third-party service 
for Amazon prices, as well as Paypal’s Honey browser ex-
tension for monitoring thousands of online shops. 

CZESTOCHOWA, Poland, Nov 30, 
(AP): If you could design a bauble for 
your own Christmas tree, what would it 
be - a teddy bear dressed as a ballerina, 
a hummingbird, or a crimson phoenix?

The workers at GlitterLab, a com-
pany producing Christmas decorations 
in southern Poland, vow to turn those 
fantasies into reality.

Calling themselves “the magicians 
of glass,” their clients have included 
Swarovski, the French chain Galeries 
Lafayette, and Harrods, the iconic Lon-
don department store.

“We have the ability to create shapes 
and designs that glass will not normally 
take,” the company promises on its 
website.

And the whole production process, 
“our closely guarded trade secret,” is 
manual, making each product unique, 
it says.

“In an age when you can buy any-
thing anywhere for next to nothing, 
something made from scratch here in 
a European country, with honest work 
and thoughtfulness, is truly valued by 
customers,” company owner Barbara 
Mostowska told The Associated Press.

Despite its modest appearance, Glit-
terLab’s workshop has been operating 
for more than 80 years in Czestochowa, 
a town of 200,000 in southern Poland.

It was founded by Mostowska’s 
grandparents in the aftermath of World 
War II, making her the third generation 
in the family to manage the business.

“They produced glass cigarette hold-
ers, then ‘eprouvettes’ - I think that’s 
the word - tiny bottles for cake flavors,” 
Barbara Mostowska said, fondly remi-
niscing about how the workshop oper-
ated when she was a child.

“And then tiny baubles, then slow-
blown baubles, the ones we all know 
from childhood, some swans, mush-
rooms, pine cones, that sort of thing,” 
she recalled. 

When the company accessed the 

US market, it started producing more 
molded ornaments, such as angels or 
Santa Claus.

On its website, the firm also draws 
from the history of the town, where a 
local monastery holds the icon of the 
Black Madonna, an important object of 
Catholic devotion since the 14th cen-
tury. Pilgrims visiting the icon would 
come back home with souvenirs made 
by local artisans.

“We are their heirs,” the owners 

of GlitterLab claim. “The techniques 
we’re using can’t simply be learned. 
They need to run in your DNA.”

The company’s mix of artisanal 
methods, new technologies and savvy 
marketing is very lucrative. One of 
their exclusive designs for Harrods, the 
“Yellow Floral Bauble,” is priced at 
125 pounds (around $168). 

It is Mostowska’s dream that the 
ornaments won’t just be displayed on 
the Christmas, but instead “our custom-
ers have them in their homes, whether 
on hangers or in display cases, year-
round.” 

The company’s products are “jew-
elry for the home,” she said.

To create a unique design, GlitterLab 
workers take a client’s drawing on pa-
per and turn it at first into a soft clay 
sculpture, which can be modified until 
the client’s vision is accurately repre-
sented.

Only then do they choose the 
unique combination of materials that 
transforms a particular shape into a 
bauble.

Mariola Koła, the company’s most 
seasoned designer, has been working 
for 42 years at GlitterLab. She says 
the most satisfying moment in her day 
comes when a client approves a design 
with “no corrections.”

“It means I’ve met their expecta-
tions, their taste,” she says. “That’s the 
greatest joy for me. I couldn’t ask for a 
greater reward.”

Amazon’s generative AI-powered shopping assistant, 
Rufus, appears on a computer monitor, Dec. 1, 2024, 

in New York. (AP)

Holiday season

Grammy Award-winning singer Michelle Williams performs during the City Center DC’s Annual Tree Lighting, Saturday, Nov. 29, in 
Washington. (AP)

Workers prepare the hand-made Christmas baubles at GlitterLab in Czesto-
chowa, southern Poland, on Nov. 21, 2025. (AP)

‘We sell artwork’

Italian masterpieces go 
digital at supercar prices
MILAN, Nov 30, (AP): The last person to get their hands on a paint-
ing attributed to Leonardo da Vinci shelled out more than $450 mil-
lion at auction. Now, Italian cultural officials are making it possible 
to purchase a limited edition, certified digital copy of the Renaissance 
genius’ “Lady with Disheveled Hair’’ for roughly the price of a Lam-
borghini.

The Italian nonprofit Save the Artistic Heritage with its technical 
partner Cinello are providing well-heeled collectors the possibility of 
owning a literal projection of original Italian masterpieces, sized and 
framed to match the museum experience. 

Participating museums sign a certificate of authenticity, and in return 
receive 50% of the profits.

“We don’t want to sell a piece of technology. We want to sell a piece 
of artwork,’’ said John Blem, the Italian-born Danish entrepreneur who 
founded the initiative and who serves as chairman of Cinello and vice 
president of the nonprofit. 

The revenue sharing is integral to the project, which aims to help 
cash-strapped museums access new income streams, and a key part 
of the sales pitch, Blem said. Over the last two years, Save the Ar-
tistic Heritage has contributed 300,000 euros ($347,000) to its Italian 
museum partners, with prices of the digital masterpieces ranging from 
30,000 euros to 300,000 euros.

Contributing to the value, each is sold in a limited series of nine, 
representing the conventional number of statues that can be cast from a 
single mold and still be considered original. 

The catalog of some 250 Italian artworks comes from about 10 Ital-
ian museums and foundations, including the Pinacoteca Ambrosiana 
in Milan, the Capodimonte in Naples and the Pilotta in Parma, which 
owns Leonardo’s unfinished painting on wood of a woman with wind-
blown hair, which sold for 250,000 euros (nearly $290,000). 

Blem and a partner are in the process of setting up a similar nonprofit 
in the United States that is expected to launch next year. 

The digital artworks appear backlit on screens sized to match their 
originals, the luminescent effect bordering on Technicolor for such 
brightly colored masterpieces as Raffaelo’s “The Marriage of the Vir-
gin,’’ which hangs in Milan’s Brera Art Gallery.

Others on display in the non-profit’s Milan offices, like Leonardo’s 
wind-swept portrait and Andrea Mantegna’s “Lamentation over a 
Dead Christ,” are more subdued. On close inspection, details are vis-
ible down to the brush stroke, but without any texture that may belong 
to the original. 

“I must say that the digital copy of ‘The Marriage of the Virgin’ has 
aroused in me and all those who have seen it a great deal of interest,’’ 
said Angelo Crespi, the Brera Art Gallery’s director. “The perfection, 
the luminosity, the visibility of the painting is amazing. But at the same 
time it doesn’t deceive. … When they get close, people can see that it’s 
a digital copy on a screen.”

Digital technology has been gaining ground in the art space, includ-
ing digital canvases and even TV sets that display rotating artworks 
and photographs. 

The Van Gogh museum in Amsterdam has experimented on two 
limited-time projects: textured, multidimensional scans of selected 
masterpieces in its Relievo partnership with Fujifilm and the “Meet 
Vincent Van Gogh” interactive experience seen by more than 1 million 
people globally. 

Luke Gartlan, the head of the University of St. Andrews art history 
department, said Save the Artistic Heritage’s project falls in a long 
tradition of Italian institutions using copies of artwork to help support 
their activities and preserve their collections.

 “Italian museums, bodies, have been at the forefront of these tech-
nologies,’’ he said, citing the Alinari Archive in Florence, a collection 
of over 5 million photographic materials dating from the mid-1800s, 
and the Vatican Museums, which collaborated on ultra-high-resolution 
digital photography to create a detailed record of the Sistine Chapel.

Chinese dancers stage the dance drama Tiangong Kaiwu at the Christmas Theater in Athens, Greece, Nov. 28, 2025. (Xinhua)

Primo Maronati holds a certificate next to a digital version of 
Leonardo Da Vinci’s portrait, ‘La Scapiliata, Lady with Dishev-
eled Hair,’ at the Brera Art Gallery in Milan, Italy, Monday, Nov. 

24. (AP) 
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Digital health breakthroughs bring expert care to rural areas

Digital and intelligent tools closing health care gaps in China
YINCHUAN, Nov 30, (Xinhua): Chen, 30, was born with 
brachydactyly -- a hereditary condition that results in short-
ened fi ngers or toes -- and for the majority of his life, he 
has been testing the limited capabilities of doctors near his 
home in northwest China. Until recently, the only alternative 
was seeking expert care in a large far-off city, but that meant 
tackling a discouraging maze of scarce appointments, costly 
travel and endless waits.

   A turning point for Chen came when orthopedic surgeon 
Liang Zhijun at the First People’s Hospital of Yinchuan in 
the Ningxia Hui Autonomous Region suggested a different 
path. Recognizing the complexity of Chen’s condition and 
the signifi cant challenges of surgery, Liang chose not to re-
fer him elsewhere. Instead, he went online to research op-
tions close to home.

   Through Yinchuan’s national expert remote diagnosis 
and treatment center, Liang consulted with Fang Yousheng, 
a leading hand surgeon at Huashan Hospital, which is af-
fi liated with Fudan University in Shanghai. Their virtual as-
sessment produced a joint surgical plan and arrangements 
for Fang to travel to nearby Yinchuan, where he underwent 
a successful, life-changing surgery.

   Chen’s case represents one strand of a broad transfor-
mation unfolding across China, where a national effort to 

integrate digital tools into health care is steadily dismantling 
long-standing barriers to medical access. Through the “Inter-
net Plus Healthcare” initiative, a new model of care is taking 
hold -- one that reaches deep into regions like Ningxia and 
turns once distant, top-tier medical resources into something 
local and attainable.

   Driving this transformation is fast-growing digital in-
frastructure. The Yinchuan center has facilitated over 3,800 
remote expert consultations. Patients in far-fl ung regions 
can obtain top-level diagnoses from specialists in Beijing or 
Shanghai without undertaking punishing journeys or step-
ping outside their local insurance networks, in a systemwide 
reallocation of medical expertise beyond telemedicine.

   The impact of this transformation is felt most keenly at 
the grassroots level. The rural town of Zhangyi in Yuanzhou 
District, which is administered by Guyuan City in Ningxia, 
once battled the daily frustration of a limited medical capac-
ity. “We lacked specialists. Even when we had X-rays, no 
one could interpret them, so patients had to be referred to 
the county seat,” said Ye Rui, deputy director of the town’s 
health center. “The delays often made their conditions 
worse.”

   The arrival of a CT scanner and the remote diagnosis 
system changed everything. Now, scans are carried out lo-

cally and uploaded with a click, and diagnosticians at the 
People’s Hospital of Yuanzhou District return detailed re-
ports online. Results are accepted across the county, sparing 
patients from repeat tests at higher-level facilities.

   By the end of last year, China’s remote medical ser-
vices network covered all cities and counties, extending its 
reach to communities and villages. Offi cial statistics show 
that roughly 70 percent of township-level health centers now 
work in remote partnership with higher-level hospitals.

   Behind this change is a fi rm policy push from the top to 
build a “Healthy China.” The country’s pending 15th Five-
Year Plan (2026-2030)   calls for the advancement of the 
digital, intelligent construction of a national health system. 
As the fi rst region designated as an “Internet Plus Health-
care” pilot area, Ningxia has become a national test bed, with 
its pioneering practices maturing into a replicable model.

   The region has built a robust, fi ve-tier remote services 
system and established centralized diagnostic hubs spanning 
specialties from imaging to pathology. A “grassroots exami-
nation, higher-level diagnosis and region-wide report recog-
nition” model has been established to promote standardized 
and homogeneous regional health care services.

   A fresh wave of innovation is now cresting in the form 
of artifi cial intelligence (AI). At the People’s Hospital of 

Helan County in Yinchuan, the DeepSeek system deployed 
early this year represents the next phase of digital medicine. 
The platform combines WiNGPT, a specialized medical AI 
model developed by the Shanghai-based Winning Health 
Technology Group, with a general-purpose model to support 
clinicians across workfl ows.

   “Once we make an initial assessment, DeepSeek takes 
over, issuing risk warnings, recommending tests, prompting 
differential diagnoses and drafting treatment plans,” said 
Lan Xiaoyan, a neurological physician at the hospital, add-
ing that the only thing they now need to do is fi ne-tune the 
results, which has cut consultation times dramatically.

   The push toward a future of AI plus health care is re-
inforced by a national implementation plan, underscoring 
China’s resolve to embed next-generation technologies into 
the core of its health system.

   The story is no longer simply about linking a patient 
in Ningxia with a surgeon in Shanghai. Instead, it is about 
constructing an ecosystem where a clear roadmap, robust 
policy support and a steadfast pace of innovation intersect 
to deliver a smarter, accessible and equitable medical future 
for hundreds of millions.

   And for patients like Chen, that future has already ar-
rived.

This photo taken on March 14, 2025 shows a surgical robot demonstration 
during the 2025 China Medical Equipment Conference & Medical Equip-
ment Exhibition held at Chongqing International Expo Center in southwest 

China’s Chongqing. (Xinhua)

A person swims near a whale shark off the coast of St. Helena in the South 
Atlantic Ocean in February 2025. (AP)

Robotic surgery key issue solved

Smart slipknots bring sense
of touch to surgical robots

Nations endorse stronger shark 
safeguards amid overfi shing fears

HANGZHOU, Nov. 30, (Xinhua): 
“Why not tie a slipknot?” A mechani-
cal scientist proposed this simple idea 
to surgeons in a lab at east China’s 
Zhejiang University.

   That innovation, which seemed al-
most too straightforward, has now ma-
tured into a cover story this week in the 
journal Nature, titled “Knot Exactly,” 
offering a potential solution to a per-
sistent problem in robotic surgery: how 
to close a wound with exactly the right 
amount of force.

   In robotic-assisted surgeries, sur-
geons tend to lose the tactile feedback, 
or the “feel” they rely on in traditional 
open surgery, to judge how tightly 
to pull a suture knot. A knot tied too 
loosely can lead to leaks; one tied too 
tightly can cut off the blood supply, 
causing tissue damage.

   Instead of developing complex 
electronic sensors, an interdisciplinary 
team from Zhejiang University took in-
spiration from fundamental mechanics. 
Their solution, named “Sliputure,” is a 
special suture with a pre-tied slipknot 
incorporated in it.

   The principle is elegantly simple. 
The slipknot is designed to unravel at 
a specifi c, predetermined force. As a 

surgical robot pulls the suture tight, the 
slipknot holds until the precise optimal 
force is reached, at which point it re-
leases.

   The same action relays that specifi c 
force to the surgical permanent knot 
being tied nearby, so the robot halts 
with just the right amount of tension, 
according to the study.

   “If a slipknot is tandem-linked to 
a dead knot on the same suture, they 
can share the tensile load,” said Li Tie-
feng, one of the study’s corresponding 
authors.

   The team prefabricated 500 slip-
knots, mined data from surgeons of 
every seniority level, across materi-
als and styles, then modeled and spun 
hundreds of sutures, each carrying a 
unique knot that opens at a precise 
load. The slipknot mechanism demon-
strated remarkable consistency, with a 
force-release precision of 95.4 percent 
across hundreds of tests.

   In surgery, surgeons are allowed to 
choose the slipknot that best suits their 
case. The study shows that the inven-
tion has boosted novice surgeons’ knot 
force accuracy by 121 percent, ena-
bling them to tie knots indistinguish-
able from those of veterans.

UZBEKISTAN, Nov 30, (AP): Gov-
ernments at a wildlife trade confer-
ence have adopted greater protections 
for over 70 species of sharks and rays 
amid concerns that overfi shing is driv-
ing some to the brink of extinction. 

The measures, approved Friday at 
the Convention on International Trade 
in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna 
and Flora in Uzbekistan, bans the trade 
in oceanic whitetip sharks, manta and 
devil rays as well as whale sharks. It 
would strengthen regulations for gulp-
er sharks, smoothhound sharks and 
the tope shark, which means they can 
be traded, but there must be proof the 
sources are legal, sustainable and trace-
able.

Governments also agreed to enact 
zero-annual export quotas for several 
species of guitarfi shes and wedge-
fi shes, meaning the legal international 
trade will mostly be halted.

“This is a landmark victory, and it 
belongs to the Parties who championed 
these protections,” Luke Warwick, di-
rector of shark and ray conservation 
at the Wildlife Conservation Society, 
said in a statement. “Countries across 
Latin America, Africa, the Pacifi c, and 
Asia came together in a powerful show 
of leadership and solidarity, passing 

every shark and ray proposal.”
Conservationists argued the meas-

ures were necessary to address over-
fi shing of many species for fi ns and 
meat as well as oil and gills. They 
argue the billion dollar trade is unsus-
tainable, noting that more than 37% of 
shark and ray species are threatened 
with extinction.

“For too long, sharks that have 
roamed our oceans for millions of 
years have been slaughtered for their 
fi ns and meat,” Barbara Slee, senior 
program manager at the International 
Fund for Animal Welfare, said in a 
statement. “People may fear sharks, 
but the truth is we pose a far greater 
threat to them-with more than 100 mil-
lion killed every year. These new pro-
tections will help shift that balance and 
recognise and honour these sharks as 
more than just fi shery commodities.”

Some of the treaty’s greatest suc-
cesses of late have been around sharks. 

At the last conference in Panama in 
2022, governments increased protec-
tions more than 90 shark species, in-
cluding 54 species of requiem sharks, 
the bonnethead shark, three species of 
hammerhead shark and 37 species of 
guitarfi sh. Many had never before had 
trade protection.

Common memory slips not harmful

USAID cuts worsen health care crisis

Misremembering might be a sign
your memory is working optimally

Aid cuts and confl ict take a heavy 
toll on Somalia’s failing hospitals

The Conversation is an independ-
ent and nonprofi t source of news, 
analysis and commentary from aca-
demic experts.

❑     ❑     ❑

By Robert Jacobs
University of Rochester

When asked the other day about a 
bakery near my home, I respond-

ed that I’d recently eaten its mouth-wa-
tering chocolate chip cookies. My wife 
corrected me, noting that the cookies I 
ate were actually oatmeal raisin. 

Why did I make this memory error? 
Is this an early sign of impending de-
mentia? Should I call my doctor?

Or is forgetting the details of a des-
sert a good thing, given that everyday 
life is fi lled with an enormous number 
of details, too many for a fi nite human 
brain to remember accurately?

I am a cognitive scientist and have 
been studying human perception and 
cognition for more than 30 years. My 
colleagues and I have been develop-
ing new theoretical and experimental 
ways to explore this kind of error. Are 
these memory mistakes a bad thing, re-
sulting from faulty mental processing? 
Or, counterintuitively, could they be a 
good thing, a desirable side effect of a 
cognitive system with limited capac-
ity working effi ciently? We’re leaning 
toward the latter - that memory errors 
may actually indicate a way in which 
the human cognitive system is “opti-
mal” or “rational.”

For decades, cognitive scientists 
have thought about whether human 
cognition is strictly rational. Starting in 
the 1960s, psychologists Daniel Kah-
neman and Amos Tversky conducted 
pioneering research on this topic. They 
concluded that people often use “quick 
and dirty” mental strategies, also 
known as heuristics.

For example, when asked whether 
the English language has more words 
starting with the letter “k” or with “k” 
as the third letter, most people say there 
are more words starting with “k.” Kah-
neman and Tversky argued that peo-

ple reach this conclusion by quickly 
thinking of words that start with “k” 
and with “k” in the third position, and 
noticing that they can think of more 
words with that initial “k.” Kahneman 
and Tversky referred to this strategy 
as the “availability heuristic” - what 
comes most easily to mind infl uences 
your conclusion.

Although heuristics often yield good 
results, they sometimes do not. There-
fore, Kahneman and Tversky argued 
that, no, human cognition is not opti-
mal. Indeed, the English language has 
many more words with “k” in the third 
position than words starting with “k.”

In the 1980s, however, research 
started appearing in the scientifi c litera-
ture suggesting that human perception 
and cognition might often be optimal. 
For instance, several studies found 
that people combine information from 
multiple senses - such as vision and 
hearing, or vision and touch - in a man-
ner that is statistically optimal, despite 
noise in the sensory signals.

Perhaps most important, research 
showed that at least some instances of 
seemingly suboptimal behavior are ac-
tually the opposite. For example, it was 
well known that people sometimes un-
derestimate the speed of a moving object. 
So scientists hypothesized that human 
visual motion perception is suboptimal.

But more recent research showed that 
the statistically optimal sensory inter-
pretation or percept is one that combines 
visual information about the speed of an 
object with general knowledge that most 
objects in the world tend to be stationary 
or slow moving. Moreover, this optimal 
interpretation underestimates the speed 
of an object when visual information is 
noisy or low quality.

Because the theoretically optimal 
interpretation and people’s actual inter-
pretation make similar errors in similar 
circumstances, it may be that these er-
rors are inevitable when visual infor-
mation is imperfect, and that people are 
actually perceiving motion speeds as 
well as they can be perceived.

Scientists found related results when 

studying human cognition. People of-
ten make errors when remembering, 
reasoning, deciding, planning or act-
ing, especially in situations when in-
formation is ambiguous or uncertain. 
As in the perceptual example on visual 
speed estimation, the statistically opti-
mal strategy when performing cogni-
tive tasks is to combine information 
from data, such as things one has ob-
served or experienced, with general 
knowledge about how the world typi-
cally works. Researchers found that 
the errors made by optimal strategies 
- inevitable errors due to ambiguity and 
uncertainty - resemble the errors peo-
ple really make, suggesting that people 
may be performing cognitive tasks as 
well as they can be performed.

Evidence has been mounting that er-
rors are inevitable when perceiving and 
reasoning with ambiguous inputs and 
uncertain information. If so, then errors 
are not necessarily indicators of faulty 
mental processing. In fact, people’s 
perceptual and cognitive systems may 
actually be working quite well.

There are often constraints on hu-
man mental behavior. Some constraints 
are internal: People have limited capac-
ity for paying attention - you can’t at-
tend to everything simultaneously. And 
people have limited memory capacity 
- you can’t remember everything in 
full detail. Other constraints are exter-
nal, such as the need to decide and act 
in a timely manner. Given these con-
straints, it may be that people cannot 
always perform optimal perception or 
cognition. 

But - and this is the key point - al-
though your perception and cognition 
might not be as good as they could be 
if there were no constraints, they might 
be as good as they could be given the 
presence of these constraints.

Consider a problem whose solution 
requires you to think simultaneously 
about many factors. If, because of ca-
pacity limits on attention, you cannot 
think about all factors at once, then you 
will not be able to think of the optimal 
solution.  (AP)

MOGADISHU, Somalia, Nov 30, 
(AP): To save the life of his badly mal-
nourished 3-year-old son, farmer Yu-
suf Bulle had to travel from a remote 
area of southern Somalia to the capital, 
Mogadishu, where a rare health unit 
presented the only hope.

After 15 days at Banadir Hospital, 
the child was deemed out of danger.

“Where I come from, there is no 
hospital,” Bulle said. “That’s why I am 
here.”

One of the world’s poorest countries 
faces a crisis of health care exacerbated 
by the Trump administration’s disman-
tling of the US Agency for International 
Development this year. The loss of US-
AID funding has disheartened many 
Somalis who believe they can’t depend 
on their own government, which fo-
cuses mostly on defeating the al-Qaida-
linked al-Shabab.

Somalia’s deputy health minister, 
Mohamed Hassan Bulaale, told The 
Associated Press that the US cuts led to 
over 6,000 health workers losing their 
jobs while up to 2,000 health facilities 
were affected - a massive hit in a coun-
try that the Center for Global Devel-
opment this year said was among the 
world’s most likely to suffer as donors 
draw back.

Bomb and gun attacks by the mili-
tants - including against health centers 
- have reduced in frequency and inten-
sity in recent months, leading some to 
see success in President Hassan Sheikh 
Mohamud’s “total war” against al-
Shabab.

But hospital administrators, civic 
leaders and others say the latest push 
to defeat al-Shabab has come at the 
expense of health care and other public 
services.

Somalia’s Ministry of Health was 
allocated $91 million of a national 
budget exceeding $1 billion this year, 
with those funds tied mostly to projects 
backed by outside groups. That’s a sig-
nifi cant improvement from last year’s 
$52 million, but almost all of that in-

crease came from donors, said Mahad 
Wasuge, who runs the Somali Public 
Agenda think tank.

And as the United States has shown, 
donor money comes and goes.

Even with major setbacks in overall 
foreign support this year, including from 
other key benefactors such as Britain, 
“security remains the fi rst priority” for 
Somali authorities, Wasuge told the AP.

Many areas outside Mogadishu don’t 
have functioning public hospitals, he 
said, with people forced to trek through 
often insecure areas to receive care at 
the ones still functional.

Such facilities in the capital include 
Banadir Hospital, built with Chinese 
support in 1977, and De Martino Hos-
pital, established in 1922 by Italian co-
lonialists.

During an AP visit, offi cials at those 
hospitals said much of their work would 
stop without assistance from the United 
Nations and international groups.

Even at Banadir, Mogadishu’s main 
public referral hospital, expectations of 
the Somali government aren’t high. The 

unit looking after malnourished chil-
dren depends entirely on donor funds 
channeled through the humanitarian 
group Concern Worldwide, said super-
visor Dr. Mohamed Haashi.

After 37 people employed in the unit 
lost their jobs with this year’s US aid 
cuts, Concern Worldwide still pays 
the salaries of 13 others in addition to 
milk and food for mothers and babies, 
Haashi said.

At De Martino Hospital, director Dr. 
Abdirahim Omar Amin said he worries 
what will happen when contracts with 
two other humanitarian groups expire at 
the end of 2025.

The hospital was looking after doz-
ens of children suffering from diphthe-
ria, an infectious disease of the throat 
preventable by vaccination but now 
spreading in rural areas. Parents are not 
taking their kids for routine vaccina-
tions because they are afraid of militant 
attacks, Amin said. 

In the medical lab, Amin pointed to 
the equipment and said everything was 
acquired with donor funds.

ADDIS ABABA, Nov. 30, (Xi-
nhua): Cholera and mpox out-
breaks in various parts of Africa 
have claimed more than 8,000 
lives so far in 2025, as the con-
tinent battles mounting public 
health emergencies, the Africa 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (Africa CDC) has 
said.

Speaking at an online me-
dia briefing on Thursday, Yap 
Boum II, deputy incident man-
ager for mpox at the Africa 
CDC, said Africa has recorded 
132,008 mpox cases since the 
start of this year, including 
40,138 confirmed ones, and 952 
related deaths.

The agency highlighted that 
mpox response efforts are show-
ing positive results, with both 
confirmed and suspected cases 
declining steadily in recent 
weeks compared to the peak 
around May.

Meanwhile, the Africa CDC 
warned over the increasing 
death toll as a result of cholera 
outbreaks, as some 24 Afri-
can countries reported a total 
of 308,935 cholera cases, and 
7,131 deaths since the start of 
this year.

Expressing concern over the 
significant increase in the num-
ber of cholera-affected coun-
tries, reported cases, and deaths 
in 2025, Boum also warned over 
the disease’s relatively higher 
case fatality rate of 2.3 percent 
when compared to previous 
years.

The Africa CDC attributed the 
recurring cholera outbreaks in 
Africa primarily to insufficient 
access to clean water and sani-
tation, further exacerbated by 
overwhelmed health systems and 
the presence of multiple public 
health emergencies.

Cholera, an acute diarrheal 
disease caused by ingesting con-
taminated food or water, can lead 
to severe dehydration and death 
within hours if untreated.

BERLIN, Nov. 30, (Xinhua): 
Five years after Germany decid-
ed to phase out most single-use 
plastic shopping bags, retailers 
and the plastics industry point to 
clear progress, but environmen-
tal groups say loopholes and ris-
ing packaging waste indicate that 
tougher rules are needed.

   “The ban has clearly reduced 
the use of plastic carrier bags in 
retail, but there are still far too 
many single-use plastic bags in 
circulation,” said Viola Wohl-
gemuth of environmental group 
Environmental Action Germany 
(DUH).

   The German Bundestag voted 
on Nov. 26, 2020, to ban the light-
weight plastic carrier bags long 
handed out at supermarket check-
outs. From January 2022, plastic 
bags with a thickness between 
15 and 50 micrometers were no 
longer allowed at shop tills. The 
small, thin bags for fruit and veg-
etables remained permitted.

   Retailers and the plastics in-
dustry say the shift in consumer 
habits is visible. Antje Gerstein, 
managing director of the German 
Retail Federation, highlighted an 
“estimated 80-percent drop in the 
use of single-use plastic bags and 
a growing reliance on sturdier re-
usable carriers.”

   According to EU statistics, 
the average number of light-
weight plastic bags used per per-
son in Germany fell from more 
than 57.2 in 2018 to 30.9 in 2023, 
meaning the country already 
meets the European Union’s 2025 
target of no more than 40 bags per 
capita. The environment ministry 
expects the figures to continue to 
decline.

   Environmental groups, how-
ever, accuse parts of the retail 
sector of undermining the spirit 
of the law by selling so-called 
“cheat bags.”

Africa toll

German ban

Cholera, mpox 
kill over 8,000

Calls to toughen
plastic bag rules

Mothers sit with their malnourished babies at Banadir Hospital in Moga-
dishu, Somalia, Tuesday, Nov. 11, 2025. (AP)
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Pakistan rips through Sri Lanka to win T20 tri-series

‘We are  ready for the World Cup’

RAWALPINDI, Pakistan, Nov 30, (AP): Pakistan won the 
Twenty20 tri-series after its spinners baffled Sri Lanka in 
a six-wicket victory in the final.

Sri Lanka lost its last eight wickets for just 16 runs and was bowled out 
for 114 in 19.1 overs.

Pakistan cruised to 118-4 with eight balls to spare. Opening batters Saim Ayub 
(36) and Sahibzada Farhan (23) provided a solid start, and Babar Azam scored an 
unbeaten 37 off 34 balls. 

Sri Lanka came into the fi nal with back-to-back wins over Zimbabwe and Paki-
stan, but crumbled against spinners Mohammad Nawaz (3-17), Abrar Ahmed (2-
18) and Ayub (1-17). 

“It was a great performance from us,” Pakistan captain Salman Ali Agha said. 
“We have been doing well in both ODIs and T20Is … we are pretty much ready 
for the World Cup. We still have six games before the World Cup to try out things 

if we want, but we are pretty much clear on our 15 players.” 
Sri Lanka, made to bat fi rst, looked set to post a competitive total by reaching 

81-1 at the halfway stage. But after 12 overs, it had hit just one six off the slow 
bowlers. 

Left-handed opener Kamil Mishara staked his claim for next year’s T20 World 
Cup with 59 off 47 balls in a 64-run stand with Kusal Mendis (14).

But the slide began when Babar plucked a terrifi c catch over his head on the 
long-off boundary in Nawaz’s fi rst over to dismiss Mendis in the 11th over.

Mishara, who raised his half-century off 37 balls, tried to push the scoring rate 
but Babar hung onto another brilliant diving catch, and Sri Lanka slipped to 98-3 
in the 14th over. 

Ahmed then claimed two wickets in one over, and Babar capped a great day in 
the outfi eld by catching out Pavan Rathnayake. 

Kusal Perera’s below-par white-ball tour to Pakistan continued when he skied a 
catch to wicketkeeper Usman Khan after scoring 1 off six balls.

Nawaz fi nished the tri-series as the top wicket-taker with 10 when he dismissed 
Janith Liyanage and Wanindu Hasaranga cheaply.

Shaheen Shah Afridi (3-18) mopped up the tail.
“It is important to deliver when the team requires you,” Nawaz said. “I plan 

with the coaches and try to keep it simple because, as a fi nger-spinner, you don’t 
have many options so I try to read the game and bowl accordingly.”

In the chase, Ayub was aggressive against Maheesh Theekshana in the power 
play and hit the spinner for three boundaries in one over. Farhan smacked Hasa-
ranga for a six and a four off the fi rst two balls the leg-spinner bowled after the 
power play.

Although Rathnayake) claimed the wickets of Agha and Fakhar Zaman in suc-
cessive overs, Babar stayed calm and guided Dushmantha Chameera to third for 
the winning boundary.

“We expected the wicket to play better than this,” Shanaka said, “but they also 
bowled well in the middle overs.”

Pakistan’s players and officials pose for photograph with the winning trophy after the final of tri-series T20 cricket match between Pakistan and Sri Lanka, in Rawalpindi, Pakistan. (AP)

South Africa scores 11 tries

CARDIFF, Wales, Nov 30, 
(AP): Every fear for Wales came 
to pass as South Africa bossed 
their rugby mismatch to an inev-
itable 73-0 victory in a half-fi lled 
Principality Stadium.

The Springboks handed Wales 
its worst loss at home - second 
worst overall - and Wales was 
nilled in Cardiff for the fi rst time 
since 1967.

But the triumphant end to 
an unbeaten tour of Europe by 
South Africa was scarred by 
Eben Etzebeth eye-gouging 
Alex Mann in a melee in the dy-
ing moments. Etzebeth was is-
sued a permanent red card in his 
record-extending 141st test for 
the Springboks.

“It was a justifi ed red card,” 
Springboks coach Rassie Eras-
mus said. “I’m not sure if it was 
provoked but that’s not the way 
we want to play.”

South Africa scored 11 tries, 
two of them by fl yhalf Sacha 
Feinberg-Mngomezulu, whose 
nine-of-11 goalkicking lifted his 
personal haul to 28 points. The 
player of the match was wreck-
ing ball midfi elder Andre Ester-
huizen.

The Welsh Rugby Union has 
stabilized its finances to the 
point of earning a profit, and 
booked this money-making 
matchup with the double world 
champion outside the test win-
dow.

That meant Wales could not 
select 13 English- and French-
based players for a flagship 
team which had already con-
ceded 52 points each to Ar-
gentina and New Zealand this 
month.

A skeleton crew was left to be 
slaughtered.

“We could not play a game 
today and take the benefits 
from that. But we need caps,” 
Wales coach Steve Tandy 
said.

“We don’t want to put the 
boys through this but we did.”

The Springboks had to release 
nine players from the Ireland 
win last weekend including the 
last two world players of the year 

Malcolm Marx and Pieter-Steph 
du Toit, but showed their ruth-
less streak by picking their fi rst 
7-1 bench of the year.

The bench alone had more 
caps (374) than the entire Wales 
team (306) and all eight reserves 
made an impressive Bomb 
Squad appearance in the 51st 
minute when the score was 49-0 
and Wales was playing with 14 
men.

Wales back-rower Taine 
Plumtree was doubly unfortu-
nate; he forced off teammate 
Aaron Wainwright briefly af-
ter accidentally putting a fist in 
his eye then was yellow-card-
ed. Just when his time was up, 
Wainwright was sin-binned for 
a high tackle. In the 20 minutes 
they were off, South Africa 
bumped the score from 35-0 to 
61-0.

The most inexperienced 
Wales forward pack since 
2018 couldn’t live with the 
Boks scrum, which was the 
launch pad for their first five 
tries to Gerhard Steenekamp, 
Ethan Hooker, Jasper Wiese, 
Morne van den Berg and Wil-
co Louw.

“My forward pack is next 
level,” Feinberg-Mngomezulu 
said.

South Africa, up 28-0 at half-
time, had barely used its backs. 
But the backs were more active 
after halftime and tries followed 
for Feinberg-Mngomezulu, Can-
an Moodie, Esterhuizen, Ruan 
Nortje and Etzebeth.

It was all too easy for the 
fourth South Africa side to nil 
Wales at home after the origi-
nal Springboks of 1906 and the 
Grand Slam tourists of 1912 and 
1960.

Erasmus was a try-scorer for 
the 1998 Boks who gave Wales 
its worst defeat, 96-13 in Preto-
ria. He was proud of the hunger 
and fi ght his 2025 team showed 
for their year-ending 13th win in 
15 tests.

“I thought it was one of the 
more clinical performances,” he 
said. “We put our soul into the 
game.”

Record win by Boks in Wales
defaced by Etzebeth red card

Flagg scores season-high 35 and Thompson rallies Mavericks past Clippers

Edwards caps 39-point performance with
unlikely 3 as Timberwolves hold off Celtics
MINNEAPOLIS, Nov 30, (AP): An-
thony Edwards scored 39 points, 
including an unlikely 3-pointer that 
sealed the game, and the Minnesota 
Timberwolves held off the Boston 
Celtics 119-115 on Saturday.

Julius Randle had 16 points and 
Donte DiVincenzo added 15 for the 
Timberwolves, who put six players in 
double fi gures and beat a team with a 
.500 or better record for the fi rst time 
in eight tries this season.

Jaylen Brown tied a season high with 
41 points for Boston, which lost for just 
the second time in seven games. Neemias 
Queta tied a career best with 19 points 
and grabbed a career-high 18 rebounds. 
Derrick White scored 16.

Mavericks 114, Clippers 110
In Los Angeles, Cooper Flagg had 

a season-high 35 points and Klay 
Thompson scored 17 of his 23 in the 
fourth quarter to rally Dallas to a vic-
tory over the Los Angeles.

Thompson hit four 3-pointers in the 
fi nal period, his fi nal one putting Dal-
las ahead for good with 1:51 left. He 
shot 6 of 10 from long distance over-
all as the Mavericks snapped a three-
game losing streak.

Playing his 20th career game, Flagg 
went 13 for 22 from the fi eld. The 
top pick in this year’s NBA draft also 
grabbed eight rebounds. Naji Marshall 
added 18 points and eight boards for 
Dallas, and Brandon Williams had 14 
points and seven assists.

The Mavericks (6-15) scored 20 
points off 18 Clippers turnovers.

Kawhi Leonard led Los Angeles 
with 30 points and eight rebounds. 
James Harden added 29 points, 11 as-
sists and eight boards for the Clippers, 
who dropped their fourth consecutive 
game. John Collins scored 21 and Ivica 
Zubac had 19 points and 11 boards.

Nuggets 130, Suns 112
In Phoenix, Nikola Jokic scored 26 

points, Jamal Murray added 24 and 
Denver pulled away late to beat Phoe-
nix.

The hot-shooting Nuggets made 22 
of 38 3-pointers (57.9%) - hitting 10 in 
the fi rst half and 12 in the second for 
a steady stream of offense. Tim Hard-
away Jr. scored 23 points off the bench 
and was 7 of 11 from behind the arc.

Jokic - who barely played in the 
fourth quarter - was 7 of 7 from the 
fi eld and added 10 assists and nine 
rebounds to fi nish just shy of his 11th 
triple-double this season.

Denver pushed its lead to 96-85 
entering the fourth quarter after hit-

ting eight 3-pointers in the third. The 
Suns cut the defi cit to nine early in the 
fourth but the Nuggets responded with 
the next 12 points to build a comfort-
able 110-89 advantage.

The Nuggets bounced back from 
Friday night’s loss to the San Anto-
nio Spurs. The Suns have lost three of 
four.

Dillon Brooks led the Suns with 27 
points on 10-of-18 shooting. Devin 
Booker scored 24, making 14 of 15 
free throws.

Warriors 104, Pelicans 96
In San Francisco, Jimmy Butler 

had 24 points, 10 assists and eight re-
bounds, and Golden State beat New 
Orleans Pelicans playing without Ste-
phen Curry after he bruised his left 
quadriceps muscle Wednesday night 
in a home loss to Houston.

Zion Williamson scored 25 points 
on 8-for-16 shooting and grabbed sev-
en rebounds and Saddiq Bey added 21 
points to lead New Orleans. Jeremiah 
Fears had 16 points and six rebounds 
before being ejected with 44.6 seconds 
left with his second technical foul.

Jonathan Kuminga hit back-to-back 

3s midway through the fourth and 
fi nished with 10 points after return-
ing from a seven-game absence with 
tendinitis in both knees. He received a 
warm ovation when checking into the 
game for the fi rst time at the 7:40 mark 
of the opening quarter and scored mo-
ments later.

Brandin Podziemski had 15 points, 
six assists and fi ve rebounds while 
Gary Payton II scored 12 of his 19 
points in the fi rst half and contributed 
11 rebounds in just the second win by 
Golden State over its last six, a stretch 
that included a 124-106 defeat at New 
Orleans on Nov. 16. 

Hornets 118, Raptors 111
In Charlotte, Miles Bridges scored 

10 of his 35 points in overtime and 
Charlotte overcame a 17-point fi rst 
half defi cit to beat Toronto, ending the 
Raptors’ nine-game winning streak.

Rookie Kon Knueppel had 20 
points, including a leaning 3-pointer 
from the corner to tie the game with 
10 seconds left in regulation and a key 
pass to set up a Bridges dunk in OT 
to ice the victory for Charlotte, which 
won on consecutive nights for its fi rst 

winning streak of the season.
Collin Sexton came off the bench 

to score 18 points and handled most 
of the point guard duties after LaMelo 
Ball went to the bench early in the 
fourth quarter for what coach Charles 
Lee said was a “minutes restriction” 
while playing on back-to-back nights.

Scottie Barnes had 30 points and 12 
rebounds to lead the Raptors, whose 
last loss came on Nov. 8 against Phila-
delphia. Brandon Ingram and Imman-
uel Quickley each scored 22 points for 
Toronto.

Pacers 103, Bulls 101
In Indianapolis, Pascal Siakam sank 

a 14-foot jumper with a second left to 
give the Indiana a victory over Chi-
cago.

Siakam led the Pacers with 24 points 
and nine rebounds, while Bennedict 
Mathurin scored 19. Isaiah Jackson 
had 14 points and 11 rebounds off the 
bench.

Josh Giddey fi nished with 17 
points and 11 rebounds for the Bulls. 
Tre Jones also scored 17, and Nikola 
Vucevic added 16 points and eight 
boards.

Chicago Bulls guard Ayo Dosunmu, right, battles for a loose ball with Indiana Pacers forward Isaiah Jackson during 
the second half of an NBA basketball game in Indianapolis. (AP)

Puig joins Ballesteros in history with Australian PGA win
BRISBANE, Australia, Nov 30, (AP): Spain’s David 
Puig has claimed the biggest title of his professional 
career and joined countryman great Seve Ballesteros 
by winning the Australian PGA Championship at 
Royal Queensland.

Co-leader coming into Sunday’s fi nal round, 
Puig’s nerveless fi nal round 5-under 66 was built on 
a fl urry of early birdies to break free of a congested 
leaderboard, which saw 31 players within six shots of 
the lead at the start of the day.

Puig became only the ninth international winner of the 
event and just the second since 1998, joining compatriot 
Seve Ballesteros - a former world No. 1 and fi ve-time 
major champion - who won the tournament in 1981 as 
the only other Spanish player to claim the title.

“It feels amazing. I’ve really had a lot of close calls 
in a few events throughout this year and last year and 
I kinda wasn’t able to pull it through,” the 23-year-

old, who plays on the LIV Tour said. “It feels un-
believable especially to win here in Australia and I 
played some awesome golf so I’m really excited and 
happy.

A simple two-putt for par on the par-4 18th was 
enough for a two shot victory over China’s Wenyi 
Ding and his third professional title, but fi rst on the 
DP World Tour. 

Ding fi nished at 16-under 268 and also had a fi nal 
round 66. 

Local favorites Marc Leishman (15 under, tied 
third) and Min Woo Lee (14 under, tied fi fth) were 
both in contention at the turn but couldn’t fi nd the 
putts they needed to get back in contention.

New Zealander Nick Voke (66) made three bird-
ies on the back stretch to fi nish in a tie for third with 
Leishman.

Former world No. 1 and 2013 Masters champion 

Adam Scott (69) fi nished seventh at 13 under 271 and 
will rue a number of birdie misses that would have had 
him right in the mix in his native Queensland state.

While other contenders slipped, Puig held his 
nerve and made birdie on the 13th and saved par at 
the 14th to keep Ding at arms length as the Chinese 
player birdied the 16th and 17th in a late charge.

“I was defi nitely nervous but I think I kinda kept 
my composure pretty well and obviously that start (to 
the fi nal round) helped a lot.” said Puig, who only 
made two bogeys all week and none on champion-
ship Sunday. 

The Australian PGA is co-sanctioned by the PGA 
Tour of Australia and the European tour, which is 
starting its 2025-26 season just two weeks after Rory 
McIlroy won the Race to Dubai title.

McIlroy will highlight the fi eld in next week’s 
Australian Open.

South Africa’s Siya Kolisi is tackled by Wales’s Blair Murray dur-
ing the rugby union international match between Wales and South 

Africa in Cardiff, Wales. (AP)
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Leadership cites programs and athletes for success We are honored by the presence of the First Deputy Prime Minister

Al-Qadsia wins top water polo and diving honors Al-Kharafi shines in third round
of Kuwait Show Jumping League

KUWAIT CITY, Nov 30: Al-
Qadsia Club reinforced its 
supremacy in aquatic sports, 
winning the overall excellence 
shield in water polo for the 
26th time in club history and 
fifth consecutive year, show-
casing the strength of its train-
ing system and the depth of its 
talent across all age groups.

The club excelled in water 
polo, claiming fi rst place in the 
Under-18 and Under-15 catego-
ries, while fi nishing second in the 
Under-13 and senior divisions, 
highlighting the club’s consistent 
performance across multiple lev-
els.

Al-Qadsia also claimed the 
overall excellence shield in 
diving, finishing first in the 
12–13 and senior categories 
and second in the 14–15 and 
16–18 age groups, confirming 
its dominance across all aquat-
ic disciplines.

Following these achievements, 
Head of Aquatic Sports Faisal 
Abu Al-Hassan expressed his 
gratitude to the Al-Qadsia Club 
Board of Directors for their on-
going support.

He praised the efforts of 
Secretary-General and Direc-
tor of Aquatic Sports Hassan 
Abu Al-Hassan for their key 
role in the club’s continued 
success.

KUWAIT CITY, Nov 30: Ali Ahmed Al-Kharafi  of Kuwait 
Equestrian Club claimed top honors in the third round of the Ku-
wait Equestrian Federation Show Jumping League, held Friday 
and Saturday at the Police Sports Union Equestrian and Shoot-
ing Club in Subhan. The round offered KD 13,000 in prizes.

In the 140 cm Grand Prix, Al-Kharafi  was the only rider to 
complete the course faultlessly, fi nishing in 83.03 seconds. 
He was followed by Fawaz Al-Subaie, Rakan Al-Hassawi, 
Abdulrahman Al-Fuzaia, Latifa Al-Hajri, Abdullah Al-Awa-
dhi, and Abrar Al-Muslim. Awards were presented by Ku-
wait Equestrian Federation President Masoud Jawhar Hayat, 
Vice President Sheikh Yousef Mishal Al-Sabah, Secretary-
General Ghazi Faisal Al-Jarwi, and Kuwait Equestrian Cen-
ter President Jassim Mohammed Al-Kharafi .

In other events, Abdullah Al-Eibani won the 130 cm Me-

dium Prize, while Mohammed Al-Oseimi topped the 120 cm 
Small Prize. On the fi rst day, Hussein Ahmed Al-Kharafi  
won the 135 cm Grand Prix, Mohammed Al-Shammari took 
the 125 cm Medium Prize, and Mohammed Al-Saeedi led 
the 115 cm Small Prize.

The event was attended by Sheikh Fahad Yousef Al-Sa-
bah, First Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Interior, 
along with senior Police Sports Union offi cials and federa-
tion executives.

Masoud Jawhar Hayat said:
“We are honored by the presence of the First Deputy 

Prime Minister and Minister of Interior at the fi rst offi cial 
round of the Equestrian League at the Police Sports Union. 
Their support will give a strong boost to the development of 
equestrian sports in Kuwait.”Al-Qadsia Club team proudly poses with their trophy and award.

IBAK holds 12th inter-school tourney

Indian Educational School – Bhavans lifts team championship

KUWAIT CITY, Nov 30: Indian Badminton Association - Kuwait 
(IBAK) conducted its season ending Inter-School Badminton tournament 
on 20th and 21st November 2025.

The commitment to promote and develop badminton in Kuwait has 
been IBAK’s motto from its very inception.

The steadfast resolve and vision towards the same is exemplifi ed by 
the fact that this is the 12th successive edition in its 15 years of existence.

The missed-out years were due to the covid-19 pandemic.
More than 30 schools from across the length and breadth of Kuwait 

took part in the tournament. 447 entries were received and 350+ players 
thoroughly enjoyed the tournament.

Parents and School offi cials praised the organising capacity and the pas-
sion with which IBAK offi cials conducted the tournament. Many children 

were allowed to participate in the “OPEN” category due to the lack of 
players from their school to form a team.

IBAK’s president, Mr. Ajaykumar Vasudevan and General Secretary, 
Mr. Subin Varghese oversaw the tournament ably assisted by the untiring 
IBAK team of offi cials and volunteers. 

All the participants displayed outstanding skill and determination, mak-
ing the tournament both exciting and memorable.

Indian Educational School - Bhavans proved their supremacy yet again 
with deft touches and powerful smashes across the court much to the sur-
prise of their opponents. 

The overall championship rolling trophy was presented to the proud 
Indian Educational School - Bhavans boys and girls in the presence of 
ardent followers of badminton in Kuwait.

The runner up was ILOA. Third and fourth runners up were Philippines 
International English School and FAIPS DPS respectively.

The kids showed their real talents and skills in singles & doubles of 
different age groups.

All the winners, runners and semi-fi nalists received medals and certifi -
cates for their outstanding achievements.Special awards were presented to 
the Most Promising Players, celebrating not only skill but also the positive 
spirit displayed by all participants.

IBAK thanked its untiring committee members who worked hard to 
mark the completion of yet another successful tournament - as it has be-
come the habit in recent times.

The efforts were much appreciated by the crowd, players and school 
management.

Left to right: photos from the event

Burgan Club signs Velkov

By Hassan Mosa
Al-Seyassah/Arab Staff

AMMAN , Nov 30: The Kuwait men’s volleyball 
team suffered its second defeat in the ongoing 
Arab Challenge Cup in Amman, Jordan, falling to 
the host nation in a thrilling five-
set match (20-25, 25-19, 25-20, 
23-25, 9-15).

Kuwait had lost its opening 
match against Tunisia 0-3 and will 
now face Palestine today at 3:00 
PM in the third round. Meanwhile, 
Jordan meets Tunisia, and Egypt 
faces Bahrain. The tournament fol-
lows a single round-robin format, 
with the team accumulating the 
most points crowned champion.

In club news, Burgan Club has signed Bulgar-
ian professional Kristian Velkov to strengthen its 
men’s volleyball squad for the remainder of the 
season. Velkov replaces Macedonian Aleksandar 
Liyaftov, whose recent performances fell short of 
expectations.

Burgan Club Volleyball Director Youssef Al-
Hamdan praised Velkov’s experience, noting he has 
trained with national teams in Bulgaria. Al-Hamdan 
added that the team is preparing for the national 
league, set to begin on December 11, followed by 
participation in the West Asia Clubs Championship 
in February in Kuwait.

Kuwait loses again at
Arab Challenge Cup

Kristian Velkov

Kuwait Equestrian Federation President Masoud Hayat, Vice President Sheikh Yousef Mishal Al-Sabah, Secre-
tary-General Ghazi Faisal Al-Jarwi, and Kuwait Equestrian Center President Jassim Mohammed Al-Kharafi pose 

with the winners.

UNDER 17 GIRLS DOUBLES
Winner: Varghese Angel Subin + Rahamath 
Zoya Shaik
Runner-up: Shruthi Sanjana + Sooraj Sanjana
Semi-Finalist: Qiyas Palekar Aamina + Shar-
ma Nivedita Vinod
Semi-Finalist: Sajil Angel + Banu Ayesha

UNDER 17 BOYS DOUBLES
Winner: Morfe Seva Jared Nathan + Murillo 
Remiel
Runner-up: Mathews Basil + James Chris
Semi-Finalist: Pradeep Advay + Santhosh Alan
Semi-Finalist: Kuttymalayil Aadithya Anilku-
mar + Mathew Elvis Chacko

UNDER 17 GIRLS SINGLES
Winner: Kaur Avneet
Runner-up: Sooraj Sanjana 
Semi-Finalist: Alisha Shamzea Sulthana
Semi-Finalist: Sahib Halima Hanfa

UNDER 17 BOYS SINGLES
Winner: Kuttymalayil Aadithya Anilkumar
Runner-up: Santhosh Alan
Semi-Finalist: James Chris
Semi-Finalist: Mathews Basil

UNDER 15 GIRLS DOUBLES
Winner: Kaur Avneet + James Olvia 
Runner-up: Vinoy Thomas Catherine + Ra-
hamath Zoya Shaik
Semi-Finalist: Chouhan Avni + Rajan Jari-
wala Jeshna 
Semi-Finalist: Bananki Ashray Lipi Gowda + 
Mariyam Nouril Althara

UNDER 15 BOYS DOUBLES
Winner: Titto Liyan Fen + Antony Lobo Ranston
Runner-up: Sharma Abhinav + Takle Athrav                
Semi-Finalist: Amitkumar Motaval Aksh + 
Murugaiyan Sujith
Semi-Finalist: Manzano Ethan Allen + Areva-
lo Jarkin

UNDER 15 GIRLS SINGLES
Winner: James Olvia
Runner-up: Varghese Angel Subin
Semi-Finalist: Pawar Anika Harish
Semi-Finalist: Mariyam Nouril Althara

UNDER 15 BOYS SINGLES
Winner: Titto Liyan Fen
Runner-up: Murillo Remiel
Semi-Finalist: Antony Lobo Ranston
Semi-Finalist: Amitkumar Motaval Aksh

UNDER 13 GIRLS DOUBLES
Winner: Jose Gianna Kunnel + Kaur Keerat
Runner-up: Anil Christy Maria + Rajeev 

Menon Rishika
Semi-Finalist: Sajid Hafa + Venkatesan Venshika
Semi-Finalist: Renjith Ridhi + Renjith Ridhika

UNDER 13 BOYS DOUBLES
Winner: Visakh Nair Dhyaan + Rajaguru 
Shravan Guru
Runner-up: Liyan Vinoy Mathew Chris + 
Sanu Thammaiah Uday
Semi-Finalist: Muthukrishnan Akilesh + San-
thosh Divine
Semi-Finalist: Varghese Arel + Sajid Shuaib

UNDER 13 GIRLS SINGLES
Winner: Jose Gianna Kunnel
Runner-up: Kaur Keerat
Semi-Finalist: Aneesh Tessa Maria
Semi-Finalist: Sajid Hafa

UNDER 13 BOYS SINGLES
Winner: Visakh Nair Dhyaan
Runner-up: Varghese Arel
Semi-Finalist: Vinoy Mathew Chris
Semi-Finalist: Rajaguru Shravan Guru

UNDER 11 GIRLS DOUBLES
Winner: Santhosham Divinishiya Ruble + 
Sajith Sruti Siva
Runner-up: Ezzi Sofi a + Muthukrishnan 
Vaishnavi
Semi-Finalist: Jariwala Durva + Robin Erin Maria
Semi-Finalist: Vasudevan Ganishka + Yan-
mangandla Sahasra

UNDER 11 BOYS DOUBLES
Winner: Titto Leyon Ben + Manoli Nahyan 
Muhammed
Runner-up: Mohamed Ismail Musa + Biju 
Vaishnav
Semi-Finalist: Petrache Ael Sienes + K Sri 
Sai Veer
Semi-Finalist: Murillo Elkin + Sairat Yousef

UNDER 11 GIRLS SINGLES
Winner: Santhosham Divinishiya Ruble
Runner-up: Sajith Sruti Siva
Semi-Finalist: Muthukrishnan Vaishnavi
Semi-Finalist: Santhosh Eva Mary

UNDER 11 BOYS SINGLES
Winner: Manoli Nahyan Muhammed
Runner-up: Biju Vaishnav
Semi-Finalist: Pillai Mayukh Ajith
Semi-Finalist: Mohamed Ismail Musa

UNDER 9 SINGLES (BOYS & GIRLS COMBINED)
Winner: Praseesh Aayush
Runner-up: Titto Leyon Ben 
Semi-Finalist: Anil Christo John
Semi-Finalist: Murillo Elkin
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SportsPlayers of Brazil’s Flamengo 
celebrate with the trophy after 
defeating Brazil’s Palmeiras in 
the Copa Libertadores fi nal soc-
cer match in Lima, Peru. (AP)

THE FIRST ENGLISH LANGUAGE DAILY IN FREE KUWAIT Published by: Arab Times Publishing House

Editor-in-Chief

AHMED AL JARALLAH

Annual Subscriptions:
Individuals KD 30, Companies & Official Departments KD 45
Airmail charges extra for overseas
Tel: 51526559 - 51508991

Advertising:

Tel: 99659717 - 50232062
E-mail: advt@arabtimesonline.com

Editorial Office:
Tel: 24826912 - Airport Road, Shuwaikh
P.O. Box: 2270, 13023 Safat, Kuwait 
E-mail: arabtimes@arabtimesonline.com

Kuwaitis sparkle as late Sheikh Ali Al-Sabah Annual Shooting Tournament concludes
KUWAIT CITY, Nov 30, (KUNA): Kuwait’s top shooters were 
celebrated for their outstanding performances at the late Sheikh 
Ali Al-Sabah Annual Shooting Tournament, which concluded 
recently.

In the men’s events, Hamad Al-Nashman claimed first place 
in the 10-meter air pistol, while Saud Al-Subaie took the top 
spot in the 10-meter air rifle. Salman Al-Enezi and Ali Al-Mu-
tairi were victorious in the 25-meter pistol and 50-meter rifle 
events, respectively. In archery competitions, Saad Al-Balood 
won the Olympic archery, and Abdullah Malallah topped the 
compound archery contest.

In the women’s events, Ghozlan Ali secured first place in the 
10-meter air pistol, while Maryam Arzouqi emerged champion in 
the 10-meter air rifle. Suad Al-Bahr and Hanan Al-Miyas took the 
top spots in the Olympic and compound archery events, respec-
tively.

The juniors also made their mark, with Rami Al-Subaie winning 
the 10-meter air rifle for boys, Retaj Al-Zaiadi claiming the girls’ 
title in the same event, and Dana Al-Matouq finishing first in ar-
chery and Olympic shooting.

Speaking after the tournament, Sheikh Ali Thamer Ali Al-Sabah, 
the event’s sponsor, said the tournament is held annually to support 
Kuwait’s male and female shooters, who continue to achieve at the 
international level. He praised the efforts of the Kuwait Shooting 
Club, noting their role in following the legacy of Sheikh Ali Al-
Sabah in supporting athletes.

Meanwhile, Kuwait Shooting Club President Duaij Al-Otaibi 
said the tournament saw strong participation across multiple dis-
ciplines and emphasized the importance of local competitions in 
developing the skills and competitiveness of Kuwaiti athletes.

Inter Miami makes 
history with Messi

Tolan calls up Karim, Mido, and Hamdi as Egypt finalizes squad

Kuwait wraps up preparations for the Arab Cup

Zirkzee stunner ends goal drought

Man United halts Palace unbeaten home run

By Khaled Al-Enezi
Al-Seyassah/Arab Staff

DOHA, Nov 30: The Kuwait will 
complete its fi nal training session 
this evening at Al-Uqla Stadium in 
Doha, as it prepares to face Egypt 
tomorrow in the opening round of 
Group C in the Arab Cup. The group 
also features the UAE and Jordan.

All players have been present 
since camp opened last Friday, with 
the coaching staff assigning lighter, 
specialized work to the players who 
delivered heavy minutes against 
Mauritania in Tuesday’s playoff.

Head coach Helio Sousa held 
multiple meetings with the squad, 
emphasizing the need to limit mis-
takes, raise concentration levels, and 
maintain strong organization on the 
pitch — noting that Egypt presents 
a different challenge compared to 
Mauritania.

The Egyptian national team 
started training in Doha on Fri-
day under head coach Helmy To-
lan. Egyptian FA president Hany 
Abu Rida met with the coaching 
staff and players to motivate them 
ahead of the tournament, express-
ing his confidence in their ability 
to achieve strong results and repre-
sent Egyptian football well.

Meanwhile, Marwan Hamdi, Ka-
rim El-Iraqi, and Mido Gaber joined 
the squad in Doha yesterday.

The Local Organizing Committee 
of the FIFA Arab Cup Qatar 2025 
held a press conference the day be-

fore yesterday to provide updates on 
fi nal preparations.

Jassim Al-Jassim, chairman of 
the committee, affi rmed Qatar’s 
full readiness to host the event and 
highlighted the strong demand for 
tickets, exceeding 700,000 sold. He 

added that Qatar, Jordan, and Saudi 
Arabia are among the top ticket-buy-
ing nations and announced that Doha 
Metro will be free for all ticket hold-
ers during the tournament.

Al-Jassim also outlined details of 
today’s opening ceremony, sched-

uled for 5:30 p.m. at Al Bayt Stadi-
um. The ceremony will be followed 
by the opening match between Qatar 
and Palestine at 6:45 p.m., while Tu-
nisia will meet Syria earlier at 4:00 
p.m. at Ahmed bin Ali Stadium in 
the fi rst round of Group A fi xtures.

LONDON, Nov 30, (AP): Joshua 
Zirkzee scored in the Premier 
League for the fi rst time in almost 
a year to spark a comeback 2-1 win 
for Manchester United at Crystal 
Palace on Sunday. 

The Dutch forward hadn’t 
scored in England’s top fl ight since 
a double against Everton on Dec. 1 
last year. But he ended his drought 
with a stunning strike in the 54th 
minute at Selhurst Park to level the 
game after Jean-Philippe Mateta 
put Palace ahead from the penalty 
spot in the fi rst half. 

Mason Mount struck the winner 
nine minutes later as United ended 
Palace’s 12-game unbeaten home 
run in the league.

Zirkzee produced a moment 
of individual brilliance to fi re 
United back into the game when 
collecting the ball in the box, 
spinning and scoring from a tight 
angle. It was only his eighth goal 
in all for United since joining 
from Bologna last year and his 
fi rst this season. 

He was in United’s starting XI 
following injuries to forwards Ben-
jamin Sesko and Matheus Cunha 
and delivered one of his best mo-
ments in his time at the club. 

Mount scored the decisive goal 
following a free kick - fi ring low 
from the edge of the area after a 

layoff from Bruno Fernandes. 
Mateta had given Palace the lead 

with a twice-taken penalty in the 
36th. The France international was 
adjudged to have double-kicked 
his original spot kick and was di-
rected to retake as per the rule clar-
ifi cation that came in after Julian 
Alvarez’s accidental double touch 
in a shootout against Real Madrid 
last season helped to eliminate 

Atletico Madrid from the Champi-
ons League.

Meanwhile, Leeds manager 
Daniel Farke accused Manchester 
City of bending the rules before 
rallying to snatch victory.

Leeds reduced its defi cit from 
2-0 to 2-1 and was on top when 
City goalkeeper Gianluigi Don-
narumma fell to the ground and 
called for the physios. City man-
ager Pep Guardiola immediately 
gathered his players around him on 
the sideline as he sought to adjust 
to Leeds’ change of shape at half-
time.

Guardiola’s team talk did not 
stop Leeds equalizing soon after, 
when Lukas Nmecha scored the 
rebound from his saved penalty, 
but City grabbed a 3-2 win when 
Phil Foden struck in stoppage time.

Farke felt there was a shift in the 
game after Donnarumma received 
attention.

“It is within the rules,” the Ger-
man said. “It is smart. If I like it, 
if it is in the sense of fair play, if 
it should be like this, I keep it to 
myself and I leave it to the authori-
ties to fi nd solutions for it. It is 
within the rules. I asked the fourth 
offi cial at this point if you want to 
do something and he said, ‘No, our 
hands are tied, we can’t do any-
thing.’

“If we don’t educate our play-
ers in football, what to do in terms 
of fair play, sportsmanship, if you 
just try to bend the rules to your 
advantage and you can do a fake 
injury in order to do an additional 
team talk, it is nothing I personally 
like but if it is within the rules, I 
can’t complain about it.”

Guardiola said he had believed 
Donnarumma’s injury was genu-
ine, instructing backup goalkeeper 
James Trafford to warm up in case 
he was required.

“I didn’t speak with Gigio,” 
Guardiola said. “When it hap-
pened, I looked back to the dugout 
and said, ‘James, warm up.’ I don’t 
know. Next press conference you 
can ask me and I will ask Gigio.”

Foden said City “started playing 
again” after Guardiola’s team talk.

“They changed it around in the 
second half, changed the system 
and we couldn’t seem to get go-
ing,” Foden said of Leeds.

“It was a frustrating half but 
when we had a short break, the 
manager got us together to adapt 
to their formation and we started 
playing again. We put on the pres-
sure and I fi nally managed to fi nd 
a bit of space and get my shot off 
and fi nd the bottom of the net. Re-
ally happy with it but there are still 
things we can improve.”

Whitecaps advance to MLS Cup final

FORT LAUDERDALE, 
Fla., Nov 30, (AP): Lionel 
Messi will play for anoth-
er trophy. Jordi Alba and 
Sergio Busquets clearly 
aren’t ready to begin their 
retirements, either.

Tadeo Allende scored three 
goals - Alba and Busquets, a pair 
of longtime Messi teammates who 
will retire when this season ends, 
had the assists on his first two - and 
Inter Miami topped New York City 
FC 5-1 for the Eastern Conference 
title and a berth in the MLS Cup fi-
nal against Vancouver Whitecaps.

Mateo Silvetti scored in the 67th 
minute for Inter Miami, with Messi 
setting up that goal - the 405th assist of 
his career for club and country, which 
is generally believed to be the most in 
soccer history. Telasco Segovia scored 
off a heel pass from Alba in the 83rd 
minute to turn it into a runaway, and 
Allende finishing off the hat trick in 
the 89th minute was the final play.

Inter Miami - the No. 3 seed in the 
East - will play host to Vancouver for 
the league title on Dec. 6 at 2:30 p.m. 
Eastern. Vancouver topped San Diego 
3-1 later Saturday night for the West-
ern Conference title.

It’ll be the first MLS final appear-
ance for Inter Miami, which had never 
made it past the opening postseason 
round in any of its first five seasons. 
Messi’s club went 0-2 against Vancou-
ver this season, losing both legs of a 
semifinal meeting in the CONCACAF 
Champions Cup by a 5-1 aggregate.

Justin Haak scored in the 37th min-
ute for NYCFC, which went 0-2-1 
against Inter Miami this season.

The win moves Inter Miami one step 
closer to another trophy, after winning 
the Leagues Cup in 2023 and the Sup-
porters’ Shield as MLS’ top regular-
season team last year. Messi, a World 
Cup champion for Argentina and now 
eight-time Ballon d’Or winner, joined 
the team midway through the 2023 
season when it was at the bottom of 
the MLS standings and in an 11-match 
winless streak.

Now? The club’s brand is global, 
Messi’s No. 10 jersey in the club’s 
pink kit is sold all over the world, 
a new stadium near Miami Interna-
tional Airport is on the way for next 
season, Messi is signed through 2028, 
he seems like a lock to win his second 
consecutive MLS MVP award and the 
team is on the brink of an MLS title.

Stars flock to see this team because 
of Messi; Alcaraz was there Saturday 
night, as were some members of the 
U.S. women’s national team.

Brian White scored twice in the first 
half and the Vancouver Whitecaps 
beat expansion side San Diego FC 3-1 
on Saturday night to win the Western 
Conference for the first time.

Jesper Sørensen’s Whitecaps will 
head to Florida to play Lionel Messi 
and Inter Miami for the MLS Cup on 
Dec. 6. Inter Miami won the Eastern 
Conference with a 5-1 victory over 
visiting New York City FC earlier Sat-
urday. Both clubs are playing in the 
final for the first time.

White staked Vancouver to a 1-0 
lead in the 8th minute and the White-
caps took a two-goal lead three min-
utes later on an own goal by San Diego 
keeper Pablo Sisniega

Andrés Cubas and Ali Ahmed col-
lected assists on White’s first netter 
this postseason.

Ahmed sent a shot on goal that Sis-
niega saved, but Manu Duah tried to 
clear it and instead sent the ball off 
Sisniega’s back and into the net for the 
2-0 lead.

White again used assists from Cubas 
and Ahmed to score two minutes into 
stoppage time for a three-goal advan-
tage at halftime.

White has five career goals in 12 
playoff appearances. Cubas collected 
his first two postseason assists in his 
10th appearance. All three of Ahmed’s 
assists in nine career playoff appear-
ances have come this season.

Hirving “Chucky” Lozano subbed 
in to begin the second half for San 
Diego and used an assist from Jeppe 
Tverskov to score in the 60th minute 
when his shot deflected over the head 
of Yohei Takaoka to cut it to 3-1. It 
was Lozano’s first goal in his first 
MLS postseason. Tverskov earned his 
second assist in his first postseason.

Inter Miami forward Lionel Messi (10) lifts the trophy as Inter Miami players 
celebrate winning an MLS Eastern Conference final soccer match against 

New York City FC in Fort Lauderdale, Fla. (AP)

  Kuwaitis intensify training for the opening match.

Manchester United’s Noussair 
Mazraoui, left, and Crystal Palace’s 
Jean-Philippe Mateta in action dur-
ing the English Premier League 
soccer match between Crystal Pal-
ace and Manchester United in Lon-

don. (AP)

 Winners pose with officials after the closing ceremony.


