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KUWAIT CITY, Oct 6: The Ministry of 
Information announced a remarkable de-
crease in the number of media outlets re-
ferred to the Public Prosecution – around 
90 percent.

The ministry made the announcement during a pan-
el discussion it organized recently entitled, “National 
Media as an Action Serving Kuwait Vision 2035,” 
with the owners and managers of newspapers and 
electronic media outlets in attendance.

Director of the General Department of Media Regulation 
at the ministry Lafi Al-Subaie confirmed that the ministry 
observed greater responsibility on the part of the media this 
year, with only nine cases referred to the prosecution, com-
pared to 96 in 2024.

Al-Subaie underscored the need to foster a sense of re-
sponsibility in media work.  He explained that the Media 

Regulation Law will contribute to establishing a mechanism 
to regulate advertising for advertisers and promoters. He said 
the publication of misleading advertisements or unlicensed 
products will be prohibited, and advertising companies and 
celebrities will be required to clarify that the content present-
ed is a paid advertisement or a commercial collaboration.  
He added that the goal of these measures is not to impose 
restrictions, but to set professional boundaries to ensure re-
sponsible media work and quality content.

He revealed the ministry contacted all relevant authori-
ties regarding the Media Regulation Law, which was dis-
cussed with the Legal Advice and Legislation Department. 
He stressed that the law repeals all previous laws related to 
visual, audio, print, publication and electronic media, put-
ting everyone under the umbrella of one comprehensive law.

He affirmed the commitment of the ministry to ensure that 
the law does not include any media warnings, only guiding 
principles for media content, while ensuring that everyone 
working in the field is aware of these principles and adheres 
to them.

Continued on Page 5

Referrals to public prosecution see 90% drop; ministry tightens rules on advertisements

Kuwait pushes for responsible media

■ Ahmed Al-Jarallah
Editor-in-Chief, the Arab Times

Opinion

 Dear Your Highness the Prime 
Minister … simplicity is the best policy
THE ongoing debate over state property issues ap-
pears to lack a clear vision. As a result, we con-
tinue to see new decisions that hinder the efforts 
of investors who have revitalized neglected or un-
developed land by establishing facilities that now 
form a vital part of the national economy.

The economy needs substantial efforts and en-
couragement to recover from its slump and become 
competitive with others in the region, instead of 
placing additional obstacles in front of investors 
in industrial, agricultural, and service plots, as is 
currently happening.

It is important to remember that when the state 
granted these plots to investors, the goal was to re-
vive undeveloped land and build a reliable econo-
my as an alternative to oil, which will eventually 
be depleted.

This development proves that Kuwait is not bar-
ren land, and that urban growth is not merely for 
appearance, but a foundation of true progress.

This requires a clear vision that reflects the am-
bitions of investors who aim to strengthen society 
by building an economic force based on coop-
eration and solidarity, not one hindered by unex-
plained obstacles.

I have said it before and I will say it again - If the 
goal of these decisions is to enhance regulation, 
the recent measures will serve no one’s interest 
and will not benefit the national economy.

It is important to handle this issue without per-
sonal agendas or narrow calculations. The effi-
ciency of the private sector must be supported and 
empowered so it can effectively complement the 
public sector.

Since Kuwait is not a socialist state and operates 
within a regulated free-market system, it requires 
decisions based on a clear vision. This includes 
recognizing the investor’s right to own their plot 
or convert it into a service plot, particularly in ar-
eas near the capital like Shuwaikh, which already 
host various facilities such as newspaper centers 
and other service establishments. These businesses 
often need to expand their activities beyond what 
is currently permitted in their licenses.

The world is changing rapidly, and remaining 
stuck in the mindset of 50 or 60 years ago is a form 
of regression. New industries require thinking out 

of the box.
If the state wishes to participate in these proj-

ects, it can do so by granting investors ownership 
of plots or offering long-term licenses of at least 30 
to 50 years. This enables investors to recover their 
capital and earn profits, contribute to national de-
velopment, and, if applicable, pay taxes in return.

The government can impose taxes and fees on 
these activities to support the public treasury, 
while ensuring that investors are not subjected to 
arbitrary decisions or influenced by the narrow in-
terests of certain officials.

I can affirm that most investors do not object to 
this approach, as the diverse activities in these ar-
eas are complementary and interconnected. With-
drawing a license or plot disrupts the overall eco-
nomic system.

Any government program must include clear 
objectives that meet current needs and also re-
flect a long-term vision. Improvised decisions, on 
the other hand, fail to serve even those who issue 
them, especially if the intention is to achieve last-
ing benefits.

Meanwhile, what is happening to landmarks 
considered as heritage sites raises serious ques-
tions, with Souk Mubarakiya being a prime exam-
ple. After a fire damaged part of the market, there 
was initially a plan for reconstruction. However, it 
now appears that the objective has shifted.

Regardless of who the investors are, the changes 
underway are likely to alter the market’s heritage 
character. As rents inevitably rise, traditional heri-
tage activities may be pushed out, leading to the loss 
of one of the capital’s most important cultural assets.

In other countries, such businesses and activities 
are carefully preserved to maintain their heritage 
identity. People are not only encouraged to invest in 
them, but also to take pride in their cultural legacy, 
whether in heritage markets, industrial, agricultural, 
or service areas, or even in historic buildings.
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THE police, security forces, and 
patrols deployed on Kuwait’s roads 
and streets are a sign of civility, as 
they carry out their duties in a pro-
fessional, humanitarian, and dis-
ciplined manner, without imposing 
dominance.

Security and traffic police person-
nel reflect the advancement of a 
civilized nation by maintaining safety 
and assisting the public. They are not 
tools of dominance or intimidation, 
but a reflection of the elegance and 
integrity of security.

... Yet tomorrow is another day.

Zahed Matar

Day by DayKuwait strengthens Gulf-EU ties amid challenges

Photo by Mohammad Morsi
Kuwait hosts the 29th GCC-EU Ministerial Meeting, with leaders and officials captured in a his-

toric group photo.

By Fares Ghaleb
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Oct 6: Incumbent Chair-
man of the Gulf Ministerial Council and 
Minister of Foreign Affairs Abdullah Al-
Yahya reiterated that Kuwait continues its 
tireless efforts, spanning more than two 
decades, to help Iraq realize the aspirations 
of its people and enable it to contribute to 
the security and stability of the region.

In his speech at the opening of the second 
high-level forum on “Regional Security and 
Cooperation between the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) and the European Union 
(EU),” Al-Yahya called on Iraq to exert 
maximum efforts to reach a solution to all 
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Kuwait welcomes measures to restore calm in Gaza

Sheikh Fahad Al-Yousef meets students, lauds embassy staff

First Deputy PM visits Gulf War Memorial in DC
WASHINGTON, Oct 6, (KUNA): 
Kuwait’s First Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of Interior Sheikh Fahad 
Yousef Saud Al-Sabah inspected, dur-
ing his official visit to Washington DC, 
the construction site for the National 
Desert Shield and Desert Storm Me-
morial, which is set to be inaugurated 
in the fall of 2026 near the Lincoln 
Memorial.

The Kuwaiti official inspected the 
work done on the memorial dedicated 
to the sacrifices made during the 1991 
Gulf War of liberation of the State of 
Kuwait.

The First Deputy Prime Minister 
and Interior Minister was briefed on 

the ongoing project and the artwork 
and details being put in place to reflect 
the cooperation and solidarity amongst 
the international coalition that led to 
the liberation of Kuwait.

Sheikh Fahad Al-Yousef expressed 
his appreciation for the tremendous ef-
forts being put into finalizing the me-
morial, saying that the gesture reflect-
ed the deep-rooted ties linking Kuwait 
and the US.

The First Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of Interior and the ac-
companying delegation arrived in 
Washington DC late Saturday on an 
official visit.

Sheikh Fahad Al-Yousef also vis-

ited the Kuwaiti Embassy in Wash-
ington, meeting with Ambassador 
Sheikha Al-Zain Al-Sabah, diplomatic 
staff, heads of offices, and a number of 
Kuwaiti students.

Sheikh Fahad Al-Yousef lauded, dur-
ing the visit, the Kuwaiti Embassy for 
its efforts in following up on the affairs 
of Kuwaiti citizens and students in the 
US, commending it for its dedication.

The First Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of Interior discussed 
with Kuwaiti students their affairs and 
educational process, vowing that the 
Government of Kuwait will provide 
all necessary support to help students 
achieve academic excellence.

KUWAIT CITY, Oct 6: The Permanent 
Committee for Celebrating National 
Holidays and Occasions, in its seventh 
meeting held at Seif Palace, chaired by 
Minister of Information and Culture 
and Minister of State for Youth Affairs 
Abdulrahman Al-Mutairi, discussed a 
number of items on its agenda, which 
included several presentations, most 
notably a comprehensive overview of 
the “Visit Kuwait” platform and its 

services related to artificial intelligence 
technologies, along with the interactive 
map in its pilot version, reports Al-
Seyassah daily.

The meeting was held in the presence 
of Head of the Volunteer Work Center 
Sheikha Amthal Al-Ahmad, and rep-
resentatives from various government 
entities.

Continued on Page 5

KUWAIT CITY, Oct 6, (Agencies): Kuwait welcomed 
Monday measures taken to end the war in Gaza Strip, in 
response to US President’s Donald Trump plan which also 
includes negotiations to arrive at a comprehensive ceasefire 
and put an end the deteriorating humanitarian situation.

A statement issued by the Foreign Ministry affirmed 
Kuwait’s support to all international efforts aiming to end 
the suffering in Gaza Strip and achieve regional stability.

The statement commended international and regional 
mobilization towards regaining calm and creating condi-
tions suitable to start a political operation for just and com-
prehensive peace.

The Foreign Ministry reiterated Kuwait’s unwavering 

stance by the rights of the Palestinian people including 
establishing an independent state, with east Jerusalem as 
its capital as per Arab peace initiative and international 
legitimacy laws. 

On Sunday, the Foreign Ministers of Jordan, the Unit-
ed Arab Emirates, Indonesia, Pakistan, Turkey, Saudi 
Arabia, Qatar, and Egypt welcomed the steps taken by 
the Palestinian resistance movement Hamas regarding 
US President Donald Trump’s proposal to end the war 
on Gaza, release all hostages, alive or deceased, and im-
mediately begin negotiations on implementation mecha-
nisms.

Continued on Page 5

Amiri Diwan photo
His Highness the Amir in a group photo with the Minister of Health and the medical team that set a Guin-

ness World Record.

Amir honors Kuwait doctors for Guinness surgery record
KUWAIT CITY, Oct 6, (KUNA): His Highness the 
Amir Sheikh Meshal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
received at Bayan Palace Monday morning Minister 
of Health Dr. Ahmad Abdulwahab Al-Awadhi and the 
medical team that set a Guinness World Record for 
the world’s longest remote robotic surgery, performed 
across 12,000 kilometers.

The team - Dr. Sulaiman Al-Mazeedi, Dr. Mohanned 
Al-Haddad, and Dr. Humoud Al-Rasheedi - was com-
mended by His Highness the Amir, who hailed the un-
precedented achievement as proof of Kuwait’s medical 

leadership, national talent, and effective use of advanced 
health technology, and wished them continued success 
in serving the country.

Similarly, His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh 
Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah welcomed Minister 
of Health Dr. Ahmad Abdulwahab Al-Awadhi and the 
medical team at Bayan Palace, commending their ac-
complishment as a testament to Kuwaiti medical excel-
lence and its growing global recognition. He also wished 
the team ongoing success under the leadership of His 
Highness the Amir.

Ministry of Interior photos
Left: Kuwait’s First Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Interior visits the site for the National Desert Shield and 
Desert Storm Memorial. Right: Part of Sheikh Fahad Al-Yousef’s visit to the Kuwaiti Embassy in Washington and 

meeting with a number of Kuwaiti students.

Amir receives Goldman Sachs CEO
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Fajr  ........ 04:25
Sunrise ..  05:43
Zohr .......  11:36

Asr .......... 14:58
Maghrib .. 17:28
Isha  ........ 18:45 

 Prayer Timings
Expected weather for next 24 hrs:

By Day: Hot and relatively hu-
mid over coastal areas with light 
to moderate northwesterly wind to 
southeasterly wind, with speeds 
of 08-32 km/h.

By Night: Rather hot to mild 
and relatively humid over coastal 

areas with light variable wind to 
light to moderate northwesterly 
wind, with speeds of 08-30 km/h.

Station Max Exp Min Rec
Kuwait City 40 29
Kuwait Airport 40 21
Abdaly 41 21

Bubyan 40 17
Jahra 41 25
Failaka Island 39 21
Salmiyah 39 29
Ahmadi 37 25
Nuwaisib 39 25
Wafra 40 25

Weather

Crown Prince, PM extend congratulations Visit marks GCC-EU dialogue in Kuwait

Kuwait’s Amir congratulates Egyptian
Prez on Oct 6 War victory anniversary

Kuwait strengthens European 
partnerships with new MoUs

KUWAIT CITY, Oct 6, 
(KUNA): The foreign min-
istries of Kuwait and Lux-
embourg signed on Mon-
day a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) on 
conducting bilateral con-
sultations, reflecting the 
two countries’ determina-
tion to advance coopera-
tion in various vital fields.

This came during a meeting 
between Kuwaiti Foreign Minis-
ter Abdullah Al-Yahya and Lux-
embourg Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
Xavier Bettel, on the sidelines of 
the High-Level Ministerial Forum 
on Regional Security and Coop-
eration between the GCC and EU, 
held in Kuwait.

The bilateral ties between the two 
friendly countries and the latest re-
gional and global events were touched 
on during the meeting, said Kuwait’s 
foreign ministry in a statement. 

Minister Al-Yahya and his German 
counterpart Johann Wadephul held a 
meeting on Monday discussing ties 
and recent regional and international 
developments.

A statement by the Foreign Ministry 
said that the meeting occurred on the 
sidelines of the 29th Joint Ministerial 
Council Meeting between the GCC 
and the EU.

The meeting saw the signing of a 
Memorandum of Cooperation (MoU) 
to establish a strategic dialogue be-
tween Kuwait and Germany, refl ecting 
commitment to boost ties in all vital 
domains and achieve mutual interests. 

Minister Al-Yahya Sunday met 
with his Cypriot counterpart Constan-
tinos Kombos on the occasion of his 
visit to Kuwait to attend the Second 
EU-GCC High-Level Forum on Re-
gional Security and Cooperation due 
Sunday evening, and 29th GCC-EU 

Joint Council and Ministerial Meeting 
due on Monday.

During the meeting, both sides dis-
cussed bilateral relations between both 
friendly countries and ways of promot-
ing and developing them as well as the 
latest regional and international devel-
opments. 

Minister Al-Yahya Sunday also met 
with his Slovenian counterpart Tanja Fa-
jon on the occasion of her visit to Kuwait 

to attend the Second EU-GCC High-
Level Forum on Regional Security and 
Cooperation due Sunday evening, and 
29th GCC-EU Joint Council and Minis-
terial Meeting due on Monday.

During the meeting, both sides dis-
cussed bilateral relations between both 
friendly countries and ways of promot-
ing and developing them as well as the 
latest regional and international devel-
opments.

Al-Yahya signs co-op accords with EU partners

Crown Prince and Prime Minister 
receive European Commission VP

Deputy FM hosts key diplomatic talks 

Kuwait, UAE deepen
defense cooperation

KCCI, Chad eye
$30bn projects

KUWAIT CITY, Oct 6, (KUNA): 
Kuwait’s Chief of the General Staff 
Lt. Gen. Khaled Al-Shariaan met 
Monday with UAE Deputy Chief of 
Staff Maj. Gen. Sheikh Ahmad bin 
Tahnoun Al-Nahyan to discuss is-
sues of mutual interest, particularly 
military cooperation.

The General Staff statement said 
both sides affi rmed the strength of 
bilateral ties and the leadership’s 
keenness to enhance joint work and 
exchange expertise to bolster de-
fense capabilities against various 
challenges.

UAE Ambassador Dr. Matar Al 
Neyadi, Kuwait’s Defense Under-
secretary Sheikh Dr. Abdullah Me-
shal Al-Sabah, Deputy Chief of the 
General Staff Maj. Gen. Sabah Jaber 
Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, and senior of-
fi cers attended the meeting from 
both sides.

KUWAIT CITY, Oct 6, (KUNA): Ku-
wait Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustry (KCCI) on Monday affi rmed its 
commitment to strengthening economic 
relations with the Republic of Chad, and 
to utilizing all available means to pro-
mote growth in trade and investment 
between the two countries.

In a press statement following a meet-
ing with a visiting ministerial delegation 
from Chad, the Chamber said the visit 
aims to promote Chad’s 2030 Develop-
ment Plan and the upcoming National 
Development Forum, scheduled on No-
vember 10-11 in Abu Dhabi, as part of 
efforts to open investment opportunities 
in the country. The Chadian delegation 
expressed interest in advancing bilateral 
economic ties, noting that Chad’s 2030 
plan includes strategic projects worth 
USD 30 billion available for private sec-
tor participation.

The delegation invited Kuwaiti pri-
vate sector representatives to actively 
participate in the forum, describing it as 
an important platform for business com-
munities from both countries to explore 
joint cooperation, review investment 
opportunities, and learn about the in-
centives and tax exemptions offered to 
investors in Chad.

KUWAIT CITY, Oct 6, (KUNA): Deputy Foreign Minis-
ter Ambassador Sheikh Jarrah Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah 
received on Monday Bahrain’s Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
Dr. Abdullatif Al-Zayani, upon his arrival in Kuwait to head 
his country’s delegation to the 29th Joint Ministerial Meet-
ing between the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) and the 
European Union (EU), hosted by Kuwait. The meeting re-
flects the strong and historic ties binding the two Gulf neigh-
bors and their shared commitment to enhancing cooperation 
across various regional and international fronts.

Ambassador Sheikh Jarrah held on Sunday, a series of 

bilateral meetings with senior European officials visiting 
Kuwait to attend the GCC-EU Joint Ministerial Meeting 
and the 2nd High-Level Ministerial Forum on Regional 
Security and Cooperation, both organized in Kuwait.

He met separately with Spain’s State Secretary for For-
eign and Global Affairs Diego Martinez Belio; Lithuania’s 
Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs Audra Plepyte; Esto-
nia’s Undersecretary for Political Affairs Martin Roger; 
Finland’s Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and Secu-
rity Policy Outi Holopainen; and Romania’s Secretary of 
State for European Affairs Clara Staicu.

KUWAIT CITY, Oct 6, (KUNA): His Highness the Amir 
Sheikh Meshal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah sent a ca-
ble of congratulations to the President of Egypt, Abdul-
fattah Al-Sisi, on the occasion of the 52nd anniversary of 
the October 6 War victory.

In the cable, His Highness the Amir commended the 
Egyptian Armed Forces during the battle to liberate 
Egyptian territory, recalling that Kuwaitis stood side by 
side with Egyptians during this war, which embodied the 
historical ties between the two countries.

His Highness the Amir also wished the Egyptian Presi-
dent good health and wellbeing, and more progress and 
prosperity to Egypt and its people. 

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Sabah Khaled 

Al-Hamad Al-Sabah sent a cable of congratulations to 
the President of Egypt, Abdulfattah Al-Sisi, on the oc-
casion of the 52nd anniversary of the October 6 War 
victory.

In the cable, His Highness the Crown Prince com-
mended the historical ties between the two countries, and 
wished the Egyptian President good health and wellbe-
ing, and more progress and prosperity to Egypt and its 
people. 

His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Ahmad Ab-
dullah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah sent a cable of congratula-
tions to the President of Egypt, Abdulfattah Al-Sisi, on 
the occasion of the 52nd anniversary of the October 6 
War victory.

KUWAIT CITY, Oct 6, (KUNA): His 
Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh 
Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah re-
ceived, Monday, at Bayan Palace the 
High Representative of the European 
Union for Foreign Affairs and Security 
Policy and Vice-President of the Euro-
pean Commission Kaja Kallas and her 
accompanying delegation.

The delegation is visiting Kuwait to 
take part in the 29th Joint Ministerial 
Meeting between the Gulf Coopera-
tion Council (GCC) and the European 
Union (EU), hosted by the State of 
Kuwait.

The meeting was attended by Dep-
uty Foreign Minister Ambassador 
Sheikh Jarrah Jaber Al-Sabah, Foreign 
Minister Assistant for Europe Affairs 
Ambassador Sadiq Marafi  along with 
senior offi cials. 

His Highness the Prime Minister 
Sheikh Ahmad Abdullah Al-Ahmad 
Al-Sabah received, Monday, at Bayan 
Palace the High Representative of the 
European Union for Foreign Affairs 
and Security Policy and Vice-Pres-
ident of the European Commission 
Kaja Kallas and her accompanying 
delegation.

The delegation is visiting Kuwait to 
take part in the 29th Joint Ministerial 
Meeting between the Gulf Cooperation 

Council (GCC) and the European Un-
ion (EU), hosted by Kuwait.

Attending the reception were Chief 
of His Highness the Prime Minister’s 
Diwan Abdulaziz Al-Dakheel, As-

sistant Foreign Minister for European 
Affairs Ambassador Sadiq Marafi , 
Kuwait Ambassador to Belgium Head 
of Mission to the European Union & 
NATO Nawaf Al-Enezi.

Crown Prince Diwan photo
His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah 
receives the High Representative of the European Union for Foreign Affairs 
and Security Policy and Vice-President of the European Commission, Ms. 

Kaya Kallas, and the accompanying delegation.

Part of the signing of a memorandum of understanding between the Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs of the State of Kuwait and the Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs and European Affairs of the Duchy of Luxembourg

Part of the signing of a memorandum of understanding to establish a stra-
tegic dialogue between the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the State of Kuwait 

and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Federal Republic of Germany.

Amiri Diwan photo
The Minister of Amiri Diwan Affairs visits the Chairman of the General Authority of Civil Aviation.

Kuwaiti Foreign Minister Abdullah Al-Yahya meets with 
the Minister of Foreign Affairs of friendly Cyprus, Con-

stantinos Kompous.

Ministry of Foreign Affairs photos
Kuwaiti Minister of Foreign Affairs Abdullah Al-Yahya 

meets with his Slovenian counterpart Tanja Fajon

General Staff of the Kuwaiti Army photo
Chief of Staff of the Kuwaiti Army, 
Lieutenant General Khaled Al-
Shariaan, with Deputy Chief of 
Staff of the UAE Armed Forces, 
Major General Sheikh Ahmed bin 

Tahnoun Al Nahyan.

KUWAIT CITY, Oct 6, (KUNA): Kuwaiti Minister of Ami-
ri Diwan Sheikh Hamad Jaber Al-Ali Al-Sabah visited Mon-
day Chief of Civil Aviation Authority Sheikh Eng. Humoud 
Mubarak Al-Sabah at the Authority’s headquarters.

He relayed the greetings of His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Meshal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah to Authority employ-
ees and his praise for their efforts.

Minister Al-Sabah congratulated the Authority’s Chief on 
the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) honor-
ing of Kuwait in recognition of the progress made in estab-
lishing an effective security monitoring system during the 
42nd General Assembly meetings held in Montreal, Canada.

He expressed pride in such an achievement and com-
mended efforts made in implementation of directives of His 
Highness the Amir which led up to this recognition.

The Amiri Diwan Minister also hailed efforts of the Au-
thority in developing the aviation sector to serve the state’s 
strategic development goals in fi elds of transportation and 
infrastructure to ensure safety of civil aviation and its sus-
tainability.

He affi rmed that the Authority is the state’s front, its gate-
way to the world and an important propeller of economy, 
tourism and investments, and wished them further success in 
their future endeavors.

Amiri Diwan minister visits civil aviation
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Enhancing legislative framework 
for combating money laundering

By Attorney Abdulrahman 
Al-Houti

Money laundering crimes, be-
ing among the most serious 

economic crimes, directly affect 
the reputation of companies and 
hinder their continuity, in addition 
to their greater impact on the sta-
bility of financial and commercial 
markets worldwide.

Therefore, protecting compa-
nies from falling into the trap of 
e x p l o i t a -
tion by be-
ing used as 
c h a n n e l s 
for money 
l a u n d e r -
ing is not 
limited to 
a d m i n i s -
trative or 
regulatory 
a s p e c t s . 
Rather, it 
f u n d a m e n -
tally depends on adherence to the 
legal framework established by the 
State and strict compliance with 
the controls it contains.

The fact that banking and fi nan-
cial institutions are the primary 
targets of fi nancial exploitation 
and money laundering, as they 
represent the gateway to the fi nan-
cial system, does not mean that 
commercial companies are im-
mune to such exploitation. These 
companies may be used as fronts 
to legitimize funds entering the fi -
nancial system.

For this reason, Law No. (106) 
of 2013 regarding Combating 
Money Laundering and Terror-
ism Financing and its Executive 
Regulations established a com-
prehensive system of controls 
and preventive measures to limit 
the commission of such crimes 
through deterrent penalties. It 
also defi ned the legal boundaries 
of corporate liability, whether for 
fi nancial institutions, commercial 
entities, or others. Kuwait fur-
ther strengthened the legislative 
framework of this law through 
the amendments introduced by 
Decree-Law No. 76 of 2025.

In light of these controls, the 
law grants companies several 
powers to protect themselves from 
exploitation or from being impli-
cated in fi nancial crimes. Chief 
among these are the right to verify 
clients’ identities, examine their 
offi cial documents, and identify 
the ultimate benefi cial owner of 
transactions, in addition to retain-
ing client data and records of their 
transactions for a period of no 
less than fi ve years. These records 
serve as legal evidence that pro-
tects the company in cases of legal 
disputes or accountability.

Among the organizational and 
legal safeguards is the necessity 
of prompt reporting of any suspi-

cious transactions prior to their 
completion, as well as the estab-
lishment of an internal department 
specialized in risk monitoring and 
in supervising the implementation 
of anti-money laundering poli-
cies. Internal policies form part 
of the company’s legal protection 
framework; drafting an internal 
anti-money laundering regulation 
enables the company to clearly de-
fi ne responsibilities and facilitates 
proof of compliance with legal 
obligations. Moreover, training 
employees to recognize indica-
tors of suspicion and document-
ing training programs are essential 
evidentiary elements before courts 
and regulatory bodies.

It is also necessary to emphasize 
cooperation with regulatory au-
thorities. From a legal perspective, 
immediate compliance with the in-
structions and decisions issued by 
the Central Bank, the Ministry of 
Commerce, and other competent 
authorities – and refraining from 
delaying the provision of request-
ed information – protects the com-
pany from suspicion of collusion 
or concealment.

With respect to legal liability 
arising from non-compliance with 
the obligations set forth in the law, 
failure to adhere fully exposes the 
company to a range of liabilities, 
starting with criminal liability, in-
cluding heavy fi nancial penalties 
that may reach millions of Kuwaiti 
dinars, in addition to imprison-
ment penalties for responsible of-
fi cers in cases where collusion or 
negligence placing them within 
the scope of the law is established.

There is also civil liability, rep-
resented by claims for compensa-
tion brought by affected parties or 
business partners whose interests 
have been harmed due to the com-
pany’s involvement in suspicious 
operations, in addition to admin-
istrative liability, through the im-
position of regulatory sanctions 
such as suspension or revocation 
of licenses, withdrawal of accredi-
tation, or the imposition of restric-
tions on business activities.

In general, it can be stated that 
the legal protection of fi nancial 
and commercial companies in 
Kuwait from the risks of being 
exploited in money laundering 
operations requires strict compli-
ance with legislative controls, 
periodic risk assessments, and 
timely reporting of suspicions. 
When a company establishes an 
effective compliance system, it 
achieves multiple benefi ts that ex-
tend beyond legal protection – it 
also enhances corporate reputation 
and strengthens the confi dence of 
partners and clients, thereby en-
suring continuity within a clean 
and transparent commercial envi-
ronment free from suspicions of 
money laundering and other fi nan-
cial irregularities.

Al-Houti
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“U.S. President Donald Trump’s new 
plan, launched a few days ago, is 
based on reshaping the concept of the 
1917 Balfour Declaration while main-
taining the framework of the British 
Mandate,” Kuwaiti writer Tariq Idris 
wrote for Al-Seyassah daily.

“The plan 
proposes ap-
pointing former 
British Prime 
Minister Tony 
Blair as the 
head of a super-
visory commit-
tee for the State 
of Palestine, 
along with the 
expected Pal-
estinian Presi-
dential Council 
to oversee a demilitarized Palestinian 
state, excluding police forces, which 
would be supported by security per-
sonnel from various countries for su-
pervision, training, and monitoring of 
the security situation in coordination 
with the Governing Council of the 
State of Palestine.

“Will this renewed British mandate, 
under international supervision as out-
lined in Trump’s new plan, achieve 
full political independence for the 
State of Palestine? And will it be an 
independence that brings peace and 
stability to both peoples - Palestin-
ians and Israelis, Muslims, Jews, and 
Christians alike - within the State of 
Palestine?

“After the international recognition 
that Trump’s permanent peace plan is 
expected to receive, can the State of 
Palestine truly become an independ-
ent nation with full control over its 
political, economic, and legal deci-
sions? Will the new governing author-
ity, backed by Tony Blair, succeed in 
establishing parliamentary and diplo-
matic independence?

“What will be the social and political 
status of the Jewish population within 
the borders of this proposed state, and 
what will their future look like? Will 
the Arab world succeed in implement-
ing the principles of peaceful coexist-
ence, respect for all religions, and the 
protection of civil rights?

“We are approaching a new reality, 
which is a Palestinian state established 
on land taken since the Balfour Decla-
ration and the British Mandate, which 
followed the signing of the Sykes-
Picot Agreement. Will Trump’s plan 
truly resolve these deep-rooted issues? 
And will it offer meaningful compen-
sation to the Palestinian people for 
more than 105 years of deprivation 
and displacement that began with the 
Balfour Declaration?

“Is the Trump plan a new promise 
intended to replace the Balfour Decla-
ration, now that Britain, the West, and 
the international community have fi -
nally recognized the State of Palestine 
at the United Nations?

“The coming days will reveal who 
is truly responsible for obstructing 
the Trump peace plan and the path to 
an independent Palestinian state with 
East Jerusalem as its capital. We pray 
that this year will mark the establish-
ment of an independent State of Pal-
estine.”

❑     ❑     ❑

“We must support the government’s 
initiative to reopen visa issuance, 
something that both Kuwaitis and resi-
dents have long awaited,” columnist 
Eng. Adel Jarallah Kharafi  wrote for 
Al-Seyassah daily.

“I recall a personal experience when 
my son Musaed passed away (May 
God have mercy on him). Many of his 
non-Kuwaiti friends wished to come 
to Kuwait to offer their condolences in 
person. I tried to obtain visas for them, 
but it was impossible, as the Minis-
try of Interior 
at the time had 
suspended visa 
issuance. As 
a result, con-
dolences were 
limited to letters 
from abroad. 
This was truly 
disheartening... 
Kuwait was, in 
effect, closed 
off.

“There is no 
doubt that this is a major step toward 
re-engaging with the outside world, 
and it brings with it many positive as-
pects. It may even be in line with the 
Gulf region’s move toward openness. 
Our neighboring countries took the 
lead in this regard, but as the saying 
goes, better late than never.

“It is also true that a growing popu-
lation can lead to economic revival, 
increased trade, and overall national 
prosperity. However, there are impor-
tant issues that must be carefully con-
sidered.

“Speaking realistically, many ques-
tions arise - Do we currently have the 
infrastructure to accommodate Ku-
wait’s existing population, such as 
roads, public transport, and essential 
services, or has this decision not been 
adequately studied?

“If we are following in the footsteps 
of other Gulf countries, we must rec-
ognize that these nations did not open 
their doors until they had fully devel-
oped their infrastructure and public 
services. They invested in modern 
transportation systems, built hotels 
and resorts, and prepared for the infl ux 
of tourists and visitors in a way that 
ensured the comfort of both residents 
and citizens.

“They acted responsibly to avoid 
overburdening their systems and to 

prevent such openings from being ex-
ploited by those with bad intentions.

“Here, we must ask - Has a com-
prehensive study been conducted on 
this matter, and was there coordination 
among the relevant ministries?

“Most countries carefully study all 
aspects of such decisions before tak-
ing any action. In Kuwait, however, 
the approach often seems different. 
When the doors are opened, there are 
no clear controls in place, and when 
they are closed, they are shut without 
proper regulation... This is simply 
because the issue was not thoroughly 
studied.

“While this openness is a positive 
step and could attract businessmen 
and investors to explore opportunities 
in Kuwait, we must evaluate our capa-
bilities before taking such a decision. 
This is especially important given the 
current mismatch between the popula-
tion size and the available infrastruc-
ture and services.”

❑     ❑     ❑

“First Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Interior Sheikh Fahad Al-
Yousef Al-Sabah has become a promi-
nent fi gure in promoting internal se-
curity and stability since taking offi ce 
in May 2024. His fi rm and transpar-
ent approach to law enforcement has 
played a vital role in protecting socie-
ty. This overview highlights his major 
contributions and how his vision has 
strengthened national security through 
fi rmness and transparency,” Kuwaiti 
journalist Hamed Al-Hamli wrote for 
Al-Seyassah daily.

“Sheikh Fahad’s security vision is 
based on the principle that “the law is 
above all” and that Kuwait’s security 
is a “red line.”

“His vision is refl ected in various 
initiatives and decisions aimed at en-
hancing discipline and tackling inter-
nal and external challenges. His hands-
on leadership, fi eld presence, and 

direct involve-
ment in security 
operations have 
boosted pub-
lic trust in the 
country’s secu-
rity agencies.

“ P r e e m p -
tive strikes to 
enhance stabil-
ity rank among 
Sheikh Fahad 
A l - Y o u s e f ’ s 
most notable 

achievements. He has overseen securi-
ty campaigns in various governorates, 
focusing not only on enforcement but 
also on raising community awareness 
about the importance of law compli-
ance. This has contributed to reducing 
accident rates and violations.

“He also prioritizes combating or-
ganized crimes such as drug and hu-
man traffi cking by enhancing coordi-
nation among security agencies. This 
has led to dismantling of many crimi-
nal networks, and enhancing citizens’ 
sense of safety.

“Sheikh Fahad Al-Yousef has 
shown remarkable decisiveness and 
speed in managing security crises. 
Following the tragic 2024 fire in a 
residential building, he immediately 
ordered an investigation and held the 
building company owner account-
able, while maintaining confidential-
ity to ensure justice. This reflects his 
firm stance on disaster management, 
and emphasizes that negligence or 
laxity in safety standards will not be 
tolerated.

“He also chaired the Supreme Com-
mittee for Investigating Kuwaiti Na-
tionality, playing a pivotal role in thor-
oughly reviewing citizenship fi les and 
achieving signifi cant results.

“His Excellency recognized the im-
portance of international security co-
operation in confronting cross-border 
challenges. He strengthened coordina-
tion with countries like Egypt, Syria, 
and Lebanon in security information 
exchange and counterterrorism efforts. 
He also upheld Kuwait’s fi rm stance 
against extremist groups, including 
keeping Hezbollah on the Kuwaiti and 
Gulf terrorist lists. This underscores 
his commitment to protecting national 
security from external threats.

“He is keen to keep pace with tech-
nological developments in security by 
upgrading systems and training per-
sonnel. Under his leadership, the Min-
istry of Interior updated its training 
programs to incorporate modern tech-
nologies such as artifi cial intelligence 
and data analysis for crime detection 
and prevention.

“These efforts have signifi cantly 
improved the effi ciency of security 
services and their capacity to tackle 
contemporary challenges.

“Despite his signifi cant achieve-
ments, Sheikh Fahad Al-Yousef faces 
challenges such as rising public expec-
tations for security and the need to bal-
ance strict enforcement with respect 
for individual freedoms. Nevertheless, 
his disciplined and transparent ap-
proach continues to inspire many, with 
strong confi dence that he will further 
advance security and stability.

“Sheikh Fahad Yousef Al-Sabah 
exemplifi es a model security leader 
who blends decisiveness with strategic 
vision. Through his leadership of the 
Ministry of Interior, he has strength-
ened national security, upheld the rule 
of law, and protected Kuwaiti identity.

“His role goes beyond addressing 
current challenges, focusing also on 
building a sustainable security future 
that ensures Kuwait’s long-term stabil-
ity and the well-being of its citizens.”

— Compiled by Simi K. Kutty

Idris 

Al-Kharafi 
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Trump’s peace plan revisits 
Balfour Declaration legacy

General Staff of the Kuwaiti Army photos
Chief of Staff of the Army, Lieutenant General Khaled Al-Shariaan, visits Salem Al-Sabah Air Base.

Kuwait Army Chief of Staff visits Salem Al-Sabah Air Base
Army Chief of Staff, Lieutenant General Khaled Al-Shuraiaan, paid a 
visit on Sunday to the Salem Al-Sabah Air Base, where he was re-
ceived by the Commander of the Air Force, Brigadier General (Pilot) 
Nasser Al-Shuraida, along with several senior Air Force offi cers.

In a press statement, the Kuwaiti Army General Staff said that at 
the beginning of the visit, Lieutenant General Al-Shuraiaan received a 
comprehensive briefi ng that covered the key tasks and responsibilities 
of the base, as well as the modern technical equipment and capabili-
ties it possesses to support the various operational missions of the Air 

Force.
The statement added that following the briefi ng, Lieutenant General 

Al-Shuraiaan conducted a fi eld tour that included inspecting the readi-
ness level of the Bayraktar TB2 drone and learning about its advanced 
capabilities that meet the requirements of modern air operations.

The tour also included the Eurofi ghter aircraft hangars, where the Chief 
of Staff listened to an explanation about their operation and the training 
programs prepared for pilots and technicians, which contribute to enhanc-
ing the effi ciency and combat readiness of the Air Force. (KUNA) 

MoF streamlines rest house,
chalet, plot transfer process

Heirs face 2-month deadline to finalize ownership

KUWAIT CITY, Oct 6: Minister of 
Electricity, Water, and Renewable 
Energy, Minister of Finance, and 
Acting Minister of State for Eco-
nomic Affairs and Investment Dr. 
Subaih Al-Mukhaizeem has issued 
a decision on the rules, conditions, 
and procedures for transferring 
ownership of rest houses (chalets 
and plots) from a deceased ben-
efi ciary to their heirs, reports Al-
Seyassah daily.

Article 1 of the decision states the following:
1. The rules and conditions established by 

the Ministry of Finance regarding the use of 
rest houses, plots, or chalets shall apply. Ac-
cordingly, the ministry may directly conclude 
a usufruct contract with the heirs for the same 

intended purpose, that is, for use as a family 
rest house.

2. The majority of heirs using the rest house 
(plot or chalet) may submit a request to the 
Ministry of Finance for its distribution, accom-
panied by an engineering plan issued by a li-
censed engineering offi ce, in accordance with 
the rules and conditions approved by the minis-
try. The ministry will then notify the remaining 
heirs of the request and grant them a two-week 
period to respond.

3. The procedures following the Ministry of 
Finance’s notifi cation to the remaining heirs are 
as follows:

- If all heirs agree to the distribution request, 
the ministry will proceed with the necessary 
technical and administrative procedures.

- If unanimous agreement is not reached, the 
ministry will notify all heirs and grant a further 
two-week period to reach an amicable solution. 
If no agreement is achieved, the ministry will 

refer the request and the engineering plan to the 
Partition Committee to carry out the required 
technical and administrative procedures.

4. The Ministry of Finance will refer the parti-
tion request to the Kuwait Municipality to inspect 
the rest house plot, approve the plan, and provide 
a technical opinion regarding the partition process.

5. A committee called the Partition Commit-
tee will be formed based on a decision of the 
Minister of Finance, specifying the number of 
its members, its tasks, and its working system. 
The decisions issued by the committee are fi nal.

6. After the partition decision is issued, the 
Ministry of Finance will contact all heirs to pay 
the partition and usufruct fees, sign the new li-
censes for the rest house plots or chalets, and 
determine and receive each site. All heirs have 
two months to make the payment and sign the 
new licenses. If any heir fails to pay or sign 
within this period, their license and designated 
rest area will be revoked.

Detective cleared after contradictory evidence

Appeals Court acquits defendant in drug case
By Jaber Al-Hamoud

Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Oct 6: The Crimi-
nal Section of the Appeals Court 
overturned the First Instance Court’s 
ruling that had sentenced a defend-
ant to imprisonment for narcotics 
possession, following arguments by 
Attorney Nawaf Al-Shteiwi.

Al-Shteiwi argued that the arrest 
and search procedures were invalid, 
noting the absence of possession el-

ements in the case. He emphasized 
that the procedures lacked a valid 
warrant and suffi cient evidence, 
rendering the collected evidence 
unreliable, and called for his client’s 
acquittal.

After reviewing the case docu-
ments and defense arguments, the 
court acquitted the defendant of the 
fi rst charge of possessing narcotics 
for personal use, citing insuffi cient 
evidence and procedural fl aws. For 
the second and third charges—re-

lated to reckless driving and negli-
gence endangering others – the court 
imposed a KD100 fi ne.

Separately, the Misdemeanor 
Court acquitted a detective accused 
of treating a citizen cruelly, fi nding 
contradictions between technical 
and oral evidence that undermined 
the prosecution’s case.

Attorney Hamad Nasser Juwair 
highlighted that the complainant’s 
medical report did not match his 
statements during investigations, 

pointing out that the reported inju-
ries were inconsistent with the al-
leged incident.

The case arose after a citizen ac-
cused an offi cer at Fintas Police 
Station of cruelty, while the offi cer 
claimed the citizen had insulted and 
assaulted a public employee. The 
court, after reviewing evidence and 
hearing both sides, concluded the 
accusation was false, acquitting the 
offi cer due to confl icting and insuf-
fi cient evidence.

PAM photo
PAM Acting Director Eng. Rabab Al-Osaimi inspects 
Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh workshop during labor compliance 

checks.

PAM carries out major labor 
sweep in Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh

2 die in Salmi Road crash

KUWAIT CITY, Oct 6: The Public Authority for Manpow-
er (PAM) carried out an extensive inspection campaign in 
Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh, led by Acting Director General Eng. 
Rabab Al-Osaimi, reports Al-Seyassah daily.

The campaign is part of PAM’s efforts to strengthen la-
bor market oversight and protect its environment.

In a statement posted on its X account, PAM explained 
that the campaign aimed to ensure establishments comply 
with applicable laws and regulations, protecting the rights 
of both workers and employers.

Eng. Al-Osaimi affi rmed that such inspection campaigns 
will continue regularly to promote a safe and organized 
work environment that supports economic development 
and maintains balance between all parties in the labor sec-
tor.

KUWAIT CITY, Oct 6: Two people died in an accident 
on Salmi Road early morning recently, reports Al-Seyassah 
daily. 

The Operations Unit at the Ministry of Interior received 
information about the accident on Kilometer 20 along 
Salmi Road, heading towards Jahra, where a vehicle rolled 
over.

Upon arrival at the accident site, security patrols and 
emergency medical workers confi rmed that the accident 
resulted in the death of two people.  Traffi c experts were 
dispatched to the scene to determine the cause of the ac-
cident. 

A case was registered and the bodies of the victims were 
referred to the Forensic Medicine Department.

Al-Hamli
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Governor, NCCAL fi nalize plans

Eye surgeries, food baskets delivered

Jahra set to host ‘exceptional’ 
cultural season at Red Palace

Namaa Charity launches integrated 
village, centers for stability in Chad

KUWAIT CITY, Oct 6: Jahra Governor 
Hamad Al-Habashi held a coordination 
meeting with the Secretary-General of the 
National Council for Culture, Arts and Let-
ters (NCCAL) Dr. Mohammed Khaled Al-
Jassar, and the Assistant Secretary-General 
for the Antiquities and Museums Sector 
Mohammed bin Redha, reports Al-Seyas-
sah daily.

During the meeting, they discussed the 
preparations for the launch of the upcoming 
cultural season in Jahra Governorate, set to 
take place at the historic Red Palace.

NCCAL representatives presented a de-
tailed overview of the technical prepara-
tions, required equipment, and the planned 
event program. They emphasized that this 
year’s season will be more distinguished 
and innovative. They highlighted the Red 

Palace’s signifi cance as one of Kuwait’s 
most prominent archaeological and histori-
cal landmarks.

The governor affi rmed the importance of 
making this year’s cultural season excep-
tional, in a way that refl ects the Red Pal-
ace’s historical signifi cance and stature, as 
well as deal with the challenges faced in the 
previous season.

He proposed several ideas and initiatives 
aimed at developing the season and enrich-
ing its activities to enhance the cultural 
event’s appeal for both residents of Jahra 
Governorate and visitors to Kuwait.

The meeting was attended by Jahra Gov-
ernorate Council Member Major General 
Eng. Fahd Al-Mayah and the Director of 
the Governor’s Offi ce Ahmed Abdullah Al-
Lafi .

KHARTOUM, Oct 6, (KUNA): Kuwait’s 
Namaa Charity Society has carried out a 
series of relief and development projects in 
various regions of Chad, benefi ting thou-
sands of people.

Head of the Relief and Development 
Sector at Namaa, Khaled Al-Shammari, 
told KUNA on Sunday that the society dis-
tributed 700 food baskets suffi cient to sup-
port needy families for one month, as part 
of urgent interventions to address food in-
security.

He added that 225 eye surgeries were 

performed, including cataract removals and 
lens implants, restoring vision for hundreds 
of benefi ciaries.

Al-Shammari noted that the projects also 
included laying the foundation stone for 
three community centers, an orphanage, 
and a middle school for 300 students.

In addition, fi ve artesian wells were in-
augurated to serve around 2,500 people, 
along with a fully integrated village com-
prising 50 homes and essential services to 
support stability, education, and access to 
clean water.

Gov’t agency, housing minister 
push for faster project delivery

PAHW confi rms strong demand for developer program

By Mohammad Al-Enezi
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Oct 6: The Gov-
ernment Performance Follow-up 
Agency has announced that its 
chairman, Sheikh Ahmed Al-
Mishaal, had a meeting with Min-
ister of State for Municipal and 
Housing Affairs Abdullatif Al-
Mishari. 

During the meeting, the offi cials discussed 
the latest developments in the projects of 
the Public Authority for Housing Welfare 
(PAHW).  The experts at the Agency con-
ducted a visual presentation at the meeting.

In an offi cial statement issued Sunday, the 
Agency underscored the importance of strength-
ening coordination and integration between gov-
ernment entities to raise performance effi ciency 
and accelerate project completion in accordance 
with the desired plans and objectives.

It explained that the meeting is in line with the 
commitment of the Agency to enhance coopera-
tion and communication with various government 
entities, ensuring the achievement of objectives 
and to overcome the diffi culties and obstacles to 
the implementation of government projects.

Meanwhile, the Public Authority for Housing 
Welfare (PAHW) has a roadmap for selecting real 

estate developers for its fi rst batch of real estate 
development projects. 

Director of the Investment Department and 
General Manager of the Real Estate Developers 
Project at PAHW Eng. Ahmed Al-Ansari con-
fi rmed that Oct 2 was the deadline for purchas-
ing qualifi cation brochures for the fi rst batch of 
projects, affi rming there was a high demand from 
local, Gulf and international companies. 

Al-Ansari disclosed in a televised interview 
that PAHW is currently responding to inquiries 

from applicant companies, 
which will continue until 
Oct 16.  He said the inquiries 
will be followed by qualify-
ing companies according to 
approved criteria, and then 
PAHW will announce the list 
of qualifi ed developers for 
these projects. 

He said “the next phase 
will include providing real 
estate developers with bid-
ding documents that include 

fi nancial, technical and operational details, man-
agement mechanism, and the minimum require-
ments for developers to fi nance and operate the 
projects, thus, achieving integration between the 
public and private sectors.”  He pointed out that 
the private sector is highly fl exible in meeting the 
needs of those eligible for housing care, which 
vary from one family to another in terms of de-
sign, space and fi nancial capacity. 

He confi rmed that developers will be able to 
offer a variety of models of villas and houses, 
attached and non-attached, in varying sizes and 
qualities. 

He said those eligible for housing care can add 
components to projects in coordination with real 
estate developers, stressing that the State will not 
bear any cost. 

He stated that the primary goal of this system is 
to reduce the waiting period for citizens eligible 
for housing care through quick and sustainable 
solutions. 

He added the real estate developer system is 
not an alternative to the current traditional hous-
ing system, as it is an additional option that opens 
the way for citizens to choose whatever is best for 
them. 

He clarifi ed that the role of the real estate de-
veloper is not limited to building residential units, 
as it includes constructing public facilities, green 
spaces and pedestrian walkways, as well as man-
aging, operating, and investing in projects in the 
long term, while ensuring sustainable develop-
ment and quality of life in new residential cities. 

He revealed that the real estate development 
projects launched by PAHW cover three main ar-
eas, indicating Mutlaa will include approximately 
2,500 housing units, East Saad Al-Abdullah with 
1,200 housing units, and Jaber Al-Ahmad and 
West Saad Al-Abdullah with a total of 1,000 hous-
ing units.

Jahra Governorate photo
Jahra Governor Al-Habashi meets with NCCAL Secretary-General to plan an excep-

tional and innovative cultural season at the historic site.

Namaa Charity photo
Namaa Charity implements relief and development projects to support thousands of 

benefi ciaries in Chad.

Council eyes major clean-up overhaul

Jahra panel weighs conditional 
defense & KNPC site approvals

By Inaas Awadh
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Oct 6: The Jahra Governo-
rate Committee in the Municipal Council, 
headed by Abdullah Al-Enezi, will hold its 
fourth meeting for the fourth term on Tues-
day.

The committee will discuss the follow-
ing:

■ Request of the Ministry of Defense 
to allocate four sites 
within the border 
centers project (north-
ern -northwestern) 
of the country.  The 
newspaper obtained a 
copy of the statement 
of the Kuwait Mu-
nicipality, approved 
by Director General 
Manal Al-Asfour, in-
dicating the request 
is endorsed provided 
that Site Two measures 62,500 square me-
ters, Site Three measures 62,439.88 square 
meters, Site Four measures 62,500 square 
meters and Site Six measures 62,500 square 
meters.  The Municipality stipulated that a 
comprehensive environmental and social 
impact assessment study must be submitted 
for each site, approved by the Environment 
Public Authority, and that the requirements 
stated in the responses of the Public Utili-
ties and Services Subcommittee at its meet-
ing held on Sept 10, 2024 must be met. The 
committee authorized the relevant depart-
ments to make adjustments to the dimen-
sions or areas if they confl ict with existing 
infrastructure services or regulatory consid-
erations.

■ Request of Kuwait National Petroleum 
Company (KNPC) to create a temporary 
road linking Al-Liyah Road intersection 
with the site of the new fuel depot project 
in Mutlaa - Jal Al-Atraf.  The committee 
confi rmed that the Municipality approved 
the request, subject to coordination with the 
Public Utilities and Services Subcommit-
tee prior to implementation and adherence 
to the conditions specifi ed at its meeting on 
April 22.

Meanwhile, the Environmental Af-
fairs Committee at the Municipal Council, 
chaired by Alia Al-Farsi, will hold its sec-
ond meeting for the fourth term on Thurs-
day.

Items in the agenda of the committee 
are as follows:

■ Results of the coordination meeting 
on recommendations related to the minutes 
of the committee’s fi rst workshop on speci-

fi cations for the use of recycled materials, 
municipal waste management and public 
hygiene, following the completion of the 
drafting of the municipal waste and public 
hygiene regulations.

■ 12 substantive amendments to the new 
cleaning contracts of Kuwait Municipality. 
These amendments include adding 360-liter 
container for homes instead of the current 
240-liter container, updating the technical 
specifi cations for vehicle engine power to 
comply with approved standards, replacing 
120-liter containers with carts for manual 
sweepers, adding vehicles for collecting 
and transporting sorted waste, including 
container washing vehicles in the new con-
tracts, incorporating electric vehicles into 
the work system, particularly in Mubara-
kiya Market, implementing a color-coding 
system for each governorate, including 
vehicles, containers and workers’ uniform 
to distinguish different governorates, modi-
fying the design of metal containers to a 
capacity of fi ve meters to address exist-
ing gaps such as the current height of the 
containers, installation of 360-degree smart 
cameras on vehicles (compactors, sorted 

waste collection ve-
hicles, sweepers and 
blowers) capable of 
withstanding climatic 
conditions and vibra-
tions, use of drones for 
monitoring and inspec-
tion of desert areas, 
agricultural plots and 
chalets, provision of 
sorting and recycling 
containers, and a com-
plete update of the ve-
hicle tracking system.

■ Response of the executive body to 
the question of Al-Farsi regarding cleaning 
work in cities and residential areas and the 
solid waste management plan of the Mu-
nicipality.

■ Response of the committee to a question 
regarding the Fourth Ring Road maintenance 
contract.  The executive body clarifi ed in its 
letter dated April 7 that the Public Author-
ity for Roads and Transportation (PART) dis-
cussed the preliminary design for the Fourth 
Ring Road development project approved by 
the Municipal Council. It disclosed that the 
project is currently in the fi nal design and ten-
der document preparation phase, and will be 
presented to the Council upon completion of 
the design.  It added that the general and emer-
gency maintenance works and miscellaneous 
services currently underway on the road are 
outside the scope of the Fourth Ring Road de-
velopment agreement.

Al-Enezi

Al-Farsi

Capital governor assigns council committee chairs
KUWAIT CITY, Oct 6: Capital Governor Sheikh Abdullah Salem 
Al-Ali held a meeting recently with the Governorate Council mem-
bers to assign chairpersons for the council’s committees, reports Al-
Seyassah daily.

Brigadier General Abdulaziz Al-Omar has been appointed chair of 
the Security Committee, Ibrahim Al-Mishaal as chair of the Public 
Services Committee, and Mishael Al-Kulaib as chair of the Health, 
Education, and Community Development Committee.

The governor affi rmed the vital role of the Governorate Council in 
advancing development efforts through initiatives and proposals that 

contribute to improving services and enhancing the cultural status of 
the capital.

He highlighted that distributing tasks among Council members 
contributes to integrated performance and enhances the effectiveness 
of fi eldwork, ensuring rapid completion and achieving objectives 
with high effi ciency and quality.

The governor praised the Governorate Council’s efforts in moni-
toring regional needs, and emphasized the importance of intensifying 
efforts and working as a team to fulfi ll the political leadership’s vi-
sion for comprehensive and sustainable development.

Al-Mishari
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Kuwaiti envoy invites Japanese fi rms to invest 

KD1.3 billion boosts maintenance program

Kuwait boosts business outreach in Japan

MPW accelerates Kuwait road overhaul

Continued from Page 1

TOKYO, Oct 6, (KUNA): The Ambas-
sador of the State of Kuwait to Japan, 
Sami Al-Zamanan, said on Monday that 
his country was eager to engage with 
the Japanese business community and 
explore all possible avenues for coop-
eration.

In a statement to KUNA on the Ku-
wait Investment Outreach Seminar, co-
hosted in cooperation with the Kuwait 
Direct Investment Promotion Authority 
(KDIPA), and Japan External Trade 
Organization (JETRO), Al-Zamanan, 
underlined that the Embassy “avails it-
self at all times to the Japanese business 
community who wish to engage with 
Kuwait,” and reaffi rmed Kuwait’s trust 
in the quality and expertise of Japanese 
companies.

The seminar underscored the grow-
ing momentum in Kuwait-Japan eco-
nomic relations and refl ected the shared 
commitment to expanding partnerships 
in line with Kuwait’s long-term vision 
for sustainable development, he added.

The seminar, held at the Embassy 
in Tokyo, followed the signing of a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) 
between JETRO and KDIPA during 
the successful visit of His Highness the 
Crown Prince, Sheikh Sabah Khaled 
Al-Hamad Al-Sabah to Japan last May.

Representatives of 20 leading Japa-
nese companies attended the event, 
which aimed to highlight investment 
opportunities in Kuwait and ways to 
enhance economic cooperation between 
the two countries.

The program featured presentations 
by Mitsubishi on its work and experi-
ence in Kuwait, and by Citibank, which 
offered insights into their work in Ku-
wait and economic trends in the coun-
try.

In addition, KDIPA delivered a de-
tailed presentation on investment op-
portunities in Kuwait, particularly 
within the framework of Kuwait Vision 
2035 and the country’s ongoing infra-
structure and diversifi cation projects.

By Mohammad Ghanem
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Oct 6: Minister of Public Works Dr. Noura 
Al-Mashaan affi rmed that her ministry continues to imple-
ment its fi eld plans for radical maintenance of the road net-
work in various parts of the country. 

Comprehensive maintenance work is currently underway 
on Abdally Road, which is part of the ministry’s program 
aimed at raising the effi ciency of infrastructure and improv-
ing road quality as per the highest technical standards.

In a press statement Sunday, the minister revealed that the 
fi eld teams are working continuously to monitor the progress 
of maintenance work under the new contracts, stressing the 
importance of adhering to the specifi ed timetables and ensur-
ing the quality of the materials used in the road paving work.

Meanwhile, Eng. Abdullah Al-Qallaf confi rmed that tech-

nical teams are present on Abdally Road in compliance with 
the directive of the minister to monitor the latest develop-
ments in the implementation of the radical road maintenance 
contracts.

He disclosed that the ongoing work includes laying Type 
One asphalt on the road towards Abdally border, while af-
fi rming that the laying of Type Three asphalt has been com-
pleted along the 12-kilometer stretch from Abdally border 
to Kuwait City.  He said the project is part of the plan of the 
ministry to develop vital roads.

Meanwhile, the ministry obtained the approval of the 
Board of Directors of the Central Agency for Public Ten-
ders (CAPT) last Wednesday to award the contract for the 
car auction in Amghara to the lowest bidder -- KD1.3 billion.

This is one of the projects in the plan of the ministry to 
maintain roads, main and secondary plazas, sidewalks, tem-
porary roads and stormwater drainage networks.

Kuwait’s Cabinet Sec Gen touts
pan-GCC integration and unity
KUWAIT CITY, Oct 6, 
(KUNA): Kuwaiti Cabinet Sec-
retary-General Saleh Al-Mulla 
said Sunday that the GCC is tak-
ing steady steps towards further 
integration and unity thanks to 
the wisdom of its leaders and 
people’s togetherness.

He made the statement to 
KUNA after chairing the 26th 
meeting of the ministerial com-
mittee tasked with following 
up on the implementation of 
joint Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) decisions.

Al-Mulla said that the top-
ics discussed and mechanisms 
agreed during the gathering 
refl ect awareness of the sig-
nifi cance of the practical im-
plementation of GCC leaders’ 
decisions during their previous 
meetings.

The Kuwaiti offi cial thanked 
the GCC delegations for attend-
ing the committee gathering and 
their effective participation as 
well as constructive discussions 
that had contributed to enriching 
deliberations.

KUNA photo
Kuwaiti Cabinet Secretary-General Saleh Al-Mulla chairs the 26th 

meeting of the ministerial committee.

Kuwait expands Central Asia
partnerships with new MoUs

Tajikistan, Uzbekistan trade channels open

By Marwa Al-Bahrawi
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Oct 6: In 
a new step toward strength-
ening economic and trade 
relations between the State 
of Kuwait and the Repub-
lic of Tajikistan, Decree 
No. 190/2025 was issued 
to approve the signing of a 
fi ve-year Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) on 
trade cooperation between 
the two countries. 

The MoU aims to support and 
develop trade and investment, and 
expand the horizons of joint eco-
nomic cooperation.

According to the decree that was 
published in the official gazette, 
‘Kuwait Al-Youm’, on Sunday, the 
memorandum takes effect from the 
date of its signing and will be auto-
matically renewed unless either 
party notifies the other of its desire 
to terminate it three months prior to 
its expiration date. The memoran-
dum clarified that the agreement is 
not legally binding and does not cre-
ate any obligations under interna-
tional law, as it aims to enhance 
cooperation in a flexible and mutual 
manner.

The memorandum aims to liberal-
ize and facilitate trade and invest-
ment between the two sides, in 
accordance with each country’s 
domestic legislation and internation-
al obligations. It encourages private 
sector participation in trade and 
investment activities, develops an 
enabling environment to support 
joint projects, and ensures the con-
tinuous flow of goods and services 
even in times of crisis and disaster.

It stipulates the establishment of a 
joint subcommittee for trade coop-
eration, emanating from the main 
committee. This subcommittee will 
include representatives of the rele-
vant trade authorities and ministries 
in both countries. It will oversee the 
implementation of the memorandum 
and develop trade and investment 
relations between the two sides. Its 
responsibilities include exchanging 
information on trade and investment 
opportunities, organizing joint eco-
nomic meetings and events such as 
trade and industrial fairs, seminars, 

workshops and field missions, and 
conducting marketing studies to 
expand cooperation between busi-
ness-people in the two countries.

It includes identifying priority 
economic sectors that can contribute 
to supporting trade and investment 
flows, encouraging cooperation 
between official institutions con-
cerned with trade and investment, 
and exchanging trade information at 
the regional and international levels 
in the field of goods and services. 

It is expected to provide a strong 
boost to Kuwaiti-Tajik economic 
relations and open new horizons for 
the public and private sectors in the 
areas of investment, trade and exper-
tise exchange. It will intensify 
Kuwait’s presence in emerging 
Asian markets and support efforts to 

diversify international economic 
partnerships.

Moreover, Kuwait also signed a 
five-year MoU with the government 
of the Republic of Uzbekistan in the 
field of trade facilitation on the basis 
of equality and mutual benefit 
between the two countries.

The memorandum encourages the 
conclusion of contracts between 
natural and legal persons in the two 
countries, provided they obtain the 
permits to engage in foreign trade in 
accordance with the laws and regu-
lations in force in both countries. 
The two parties will provide the 
necessary facilities at international 
exhibitions and markets, exchange 
expertise, strengthen exceptional 
trade relations, and facilitate trade 
flows.

Ambassador of the State of Kuwait to Japan, Sami Al-Zamanan, during the 
Kuwait Investment Outreach Seminar held at the Embassy in Tokyo.

KUNA photos
Part of the Kuwait Investment Outreach Seminar, co-hosted in cooperation 
with the Kuwait Direct Investment Promotion Authority (KDIPA), and Japan 

External Trade Organization (JETRO).

Asked about some entities filing 
complaints against media outlets 
through the ministry, Al-Subaie clari-
fied “we have no summons system 
now, but the Media Regulation Law 
arranged such matters so that they go 
through several stages, starting with a 
warning and then a summons, so as 
not to reach the stage of referral to the 
judiciary.”

He pointed out that the Media 
Regulation Law allows the establish-
ment of licensed media companies and 
allows five or six people to obtain a 
license to establish a media institution 
or company. He stressed that the 
media companies and institutions sys-
tem is the best in terms of legal and 
regulatory structure, and this will be 
done in cooperation with the ministries 
of Commerce and Industry and Public 
Authority for Manpower.

He went on to say that “the rumors 
today originate from certain accounts, 
which publish information without 
verification. The current discussions 
aim to unify a mechanism for media 
coverage that is visible and clear to 
everyone, based on the media’s 
responsibility to produce reliable and 
appropriate content.”

He added that previously, media 
outlets -- newspapers and others -- 
were subject to review of their content 
before publication out of a sense of 
responsibility. “Today, individual 
accounts are required to verify the 
accuracy of news before publishing it 
in order to maintain media credibility 
and professionalism,” he concluded.

On the other hand, Dr. Saleh 
Al-Otaibi, Head of the strategy team at 
the ministry, revealed in a press state-
ment that the panel discussion is part 
of the participatory approach of the 
ministry to develop its media strategy 
for the years 2026-2030, which aims 
to develop the national media system 
in line with the fourth development 
plan of the country.

He said “the ministry is currently 
developing a comprehensive media 
strategy that enhances the role of 
national media and keeps pace with 
the rapid transformations in the global 
media.”

He pointed out that “the media is a 
dangerous weapon. Some believe that 
television channels have ended and 
print journalism has disappeared. 

Minister Al-Mutairi affirmed the 
importance of the “Visit Kuwait” plat-
form in promoting tourism and cultur-
al events as an advanced digital inter-
face that reflects Kuwait’s image both 
domestically and internationally, pro-
viding tourists with all the information 
they need in a modern and comprehen-
sive way.

The committee discussed the pro-
posal to open popular cafes during the 
upcoming winter season and decided 
to continue discussing the technical 
aspects of the project at the next meet-
ing.

The committee also reviewed a 
presentation on the “GeoPark” project, 
the first initiative to establish a geo-
logical park in Kuwait, aimed at high-
lighting Kuwait’s environmental and 
scientific identity through events 
planned for the winter season of 
January 2026. The full project concept 
will be presented in November.

The meeting also included a visual 
presentation on the “Arab World 
Week” event, scheduled to take place 
from November 13 to 22 at Al-Shaheed 
Park, with participation from the 
embassies of Gulf and Arab countries 
in Kuwait.

The event will include Gulf and 
Arab folklore shows and exhibitions of 
distinctive historical artifacts from 
each country, aiming to promote cul-
tural exchange and attract visitors and 
tourists.

outstanding issues with the State of 
Kuwait in accordance with the provi-
sions of international law and relevant 
international resolutions.  He said this 
includes the return of Kuwaiti prisoners 
and missing persons or their remains, as 
well as third-country nationals, and the 
return of Kuwaiti properties, including 
the national archives. 

He affirmed the completion of the 
demarcation of the maritime border 
with the State of Kuwait –  beyond 
Marker 162, the full implementation 
of the Agreement Regulating 
Maritime Navigation in Khor 
Abdullah and the Security Exchange 
Protocol, and the importance of Iraq’s 
commitment to the sovereignty and 
territorial integrity of the State of 

In a joint statement, the Foreign 
Ministers praised Trump’s call for the 
Israeli occupation to immediately 
cease bombing and begin implement-
ing the exchange agreement. They also 
expressed their appreciation for his 
commitment to establishing peace in 
the region

They stressed that these develop-
ments represent a real opportunity for 
a comprehensive and sustainable 
ceasefire and to address the critical 
humanitarian conditions facing people 
in the Gaza Strip.

The ministers welcomed Hamas’s 
announcement of its readiness to hand 
over the administration of Gaza to a 
transitional Palestinian administrative 
committee of independent technocrats, 
and stressed the need to immediately 
begin negotiations to agree on mecha-
nisms to implement the proposal and 
address all its aspects.

The ministers reaffirmed their joint 
commitment to supporting efforts 
aimed at implementing the proposal, 
working to end the war on Gaza imme-
diately, and reaching a comprehensive 
agreement that ensures the unrestrict-
ed delivery of humanitarian aid to 
Gaza, prevents of the displacement of 
Palestinian people, safeguard the secu-
rity and safety of civilians, and leads 
release of hostages.

They also called for the return of the 
Palestinian Authority to Gaza, the uni-
fication of the West Bank and Gaza, 
and the establishment of a security 
mechanism that guarantees the securi-
ty of all parties, leading to the full 
withdrawal of the Israeli occupation 
and the reconstruction of Gaza, paving 
the way for achieving a just peace 
based on the two-state solution.

Meanwhile, Israeli and Hamas offi-
cials launched indirect talks Monday 
at an Egyptian resort on a U.S.-drafted 
peace plan to end the ruinous war in 
Gaza on the eve of its second anniver-
sary.

The current decisions and measures 
repel both local and foreign investors, 
and create a vicious cycle that hinders 
the revival of Kuwait, something eve-
ryone hopes for, especially now that 
political tensions have eased and gov-
ernment decision-making has regained 
momentum.

However, we affirm that print newspa-
pers remain a major source of news 
and information in the electronic 
media. Television channels also con-
tinue to provide visual content that is 
circulated through electronic plat-
forms. All of these constitute an inte-
grated media body, from which no 
media outlet can be dispensed. 
Therefore, we want a more responsible 
media.”

Kuwait, and its respect for bilateral 
agreements, international treaties and 
relevant United Nations (UN) resolu-
tions, in a manner that consolidates 
fraternal relations and good neighbor-
liness, and enhances the security and 
stability of the region.

Regarding the forum, he said “the 
security forum is a high-level platform 
for intensifying dialogue, exchanging 
views, and strengthening bridges of 
communication between the two sides.”

He confirmed that Kuwait condemns 
the Israeli attacks, which have violated 
all legal and humanitarian considera-
tions.  He also expressed Kuwait’s con-
demnation of the recent aggression 
against the brotherly State of Qatar.

He welcomed the Gaza peace plan 
announced by US President Donald 
Trump, considering it an important step 
that will put an end to the suffering and 
humanitarian catastrophe, and pave the 
way for restoring security and stability 
in the Middle East. 

He hopes that this initiative will lead 
to a just and comprehensive peace 
based on the two-state solution and 
international legitimacy resolutions, 
reiterating his appreciation for all the 
sincere efforts to achieve this result. 

He also lauded the efforts of partners 
in the EU to alleviate the suffering of 
the Palestinian people and support the 
path to a just solution.

Meanwhile, European Union High 
Representative for Foreign Affairs and 
Security Policy and Vice-President of 
the European Commission Kaja Kallas 
affirmed that EU will re-impose all 
previously lifted nuclear sanctions on 
Iran, clarifying that this step does not 
mean the end of the diplomatic process, 
as it is in line with the commitment of 
the EU to continue working towards a 
sustainable solution through dialogue 
and negotiation.

In a speech at the forum, Kallas 
pointed out that “10 years after the 
nuclear agreement took effect, the 
Security Council re-imposed sanctions 
on Iran. We have undertaken intensive 
diplomatic efforts with Tehran, but we 
have been unable to create the condi-
tions for extending the relevant Security 
Council resolution. Nevertheless, 
diplomacy remains the only path 
towards a lasting solution.”

She revealed that the European 
Maritime Security Operation, 
‘Aspedes’, provided protection to more 
than 560 ships and helped secure the 
passage of 600 other commercial ves-
sels. 

She confirmed the extension of the 
operation until February, with consid-
eration given to a further extension. She 
also called for support for the Yemeni 
Coast Guard to enhance its maritime 
security capabilities.

Meanwhile, in his speech at the 
opening of the forum GCC Secretary 
General Jassim Al-Budaiwi affirmed 
that the GCC views the EU as a strate-
gic partner for peace and security. 

He said, “While our regions face 
turbulent times, this partnership can 
set a model for stability and shared 
security that contributes to protecting 
our mutual prosperity.  The GCC 
welcomes the initiative presented by 
US President Donald Trump to end 
the war in Gaza and reach a compre-
hensive solution to the crisis. This 
initiative provides an opportunity to 
establish a framework focused on 
stopping the violence, restoring sta-
bility, and ensuring the flow of 
humanitarian aid to the Palestinian 
people. This initiative should not only 
address the urgent humanitarian 
catastrophe, but also establish a real-
istic path towards lasting peace based 
on international law and justice for 
the Palestinian people.”

See Also Page 2

Many uncertainties remain about 
the plan presented by U.S. President 
Donald Trump last week, including 
the disarmament of the militant group 
- a key Israeli demand - and the future 
governance of Gaza. Trump has indi-
cated an agreement on Gaza could 
pave the way for a Middle East peace 
process that could reshape the region.

Despite Trump ordering Israel to 
stop the bombing, Israel continued to 
pound Gaza with airstrikes, killing at 
least 19 people in the last 24 hours, the 
territory’s Health Ministry said.

An Egyptian official said talks 
began at the Red Sea resort of Sharm 
el-Sheikh Monday afternoon. The offi-
cial spoke on condition of anonymity 
because he was not authorized to 
speak publicly about the talks.

The Israelis are led by top negotia-
tor Ron Dermer, while Khalil al-
Hayyah leads the Hamas delegation.

Hamas said negotiations will focus 
on the first stage of a ceasefire, includ-
ing the partial withdrawal of Israeli 
forces as well as the release of hos-
tages held by the militants in Gaza in 
exchange for Palestinian prisoners in 
Israeli detention.

U.S. Middle East envoy Steve 
Witkoff and President Donald Trump’s 
son-in-law Jared Kushner are also 
expected to join the talks, Egypt’s 
state-run al-Ahram reported.

This latest push for peace comes 
after Hamas accepted some elements 
of the U.S. plan that Israel also said it 
supported. Under the plan, Hamas 
would release the remaining 48 hos-
tages - about 20 believed to be alive - 
within three days. It would give up 
power and disarm.

The talks in Egypt are expected to 
move quickly. Netanyahu said they 
would be “confined to a few days 
maximum,” though some Hamas offi-
cials have warned more time may be 
needed to locate bodies of hostages 
buried under rubble.

Egyptian President Abdel-Fattah el-
Sisi hailed Trump’s efforts.

“A ceasefire, the return of hostages 
and detainees, the reconstruction of 
Gaza, and the start of a peaceful politi-
cal process leading to the establish-
ment and recognition of a Palestinian 
state mean that we are on the right path 
toward lasting peace and solid stabili-
ty,” he said.

He underscored the importance of 
preserving the U.S.-crafted “peace 
system” in the Middle East since the 
1970s, which he said “served as a stra-
tegic framework for regional stabili-
ty.”

El-Sisi spoke in a televised address 
commemorating the anniversary of the 
Oct. 6, 1973, war with Israel that led to 
Egypt reclaiming the Sinai Peninsula, 
where Sharm el-Sheikh is located.

The U.S. has said Israel’s heavy 
bombardment of Gaza would need to 
stop for the hostages to be released. 
Israel says it’s largely heeding 

Trump’s call. Israel’s military said it is 
mostly carrying out defensive strikes 
to protect troops, though dozens of 
Palestinians have been killed since the 
military’s statement Saturday night.

Gaza’s Health Ministry said 
Monday the bodies of 19 people, 
including two aid-seekers killed by 
Israeli strikes and gunfire, had been 
brought to hospitals over the past 24 
hours. Another 96 were wounded. The 
deaths brought the Palestinian toll to 
67,160 since the Hamas attack on Oct. 
7, 2023, triggered the war, with nearly 
170,000 wounded, the ministry said.

The ministry does not differentiate 
between civilians and combatants, but 
says more than half of the deaths were 
women and children. The ministry is 
part of the Hamas-run government, and 
the U.N. and many independent experts 
consider its figures to be the most reli-
able estimate of wartime casualties.

Hamas-led militants abducted 251 
people and killed around 1,200, mostly 
civilians, in the Oct. 7 attack. Most of 
the largely Israeli hostages have been 
released in ceasefires or other deals.

Meanwhile, families of Israeli hos-
tages petitioned the Nobel Prize 
Committee to award the Nobel Peace 
Prize to Trump for what they called his 
unprecedented contributions to global 
peace.

“At this very moment, President 
Trump’s comprehensive plan to release 
all remaining hostages and finally end 
this terrible war is on the table,” the 
families wrote. “For the first time in 
months, we are hopeful that our night-
mare will finally be over.”

In a commemoration ceremony for 
Israelis killed at the Nir Oz Kibbutz on 
Oct. 7, Daniel Lifshitz said the prima-
ry focus of talks should be the swift 
release of all remaining hostages.

“Israel will pay painful concessions 
by releasing mass murderers and ter-
rorists that killed many among our 
friends and families here in Israel, but 
we cherish life and in Trump we trust 
to make it happen, and that we will 
have good news in 24 to 36 hours,” 
said Lifshitz, grandson of slain hos-
tage Oded and released hostage 
Yocheved Lifshitz.

In Gaza, families of Palestinian 
babies born on the day the war began 
hoped to celebrate their second birth-
day to the sound of laughter and cheers 
instead of the cacophony of bombing 
and bullets.

Mothers’ hope for a normal life has 
long worn thin amid repeated displace-
ments, a constant fear for their safety 
and a lack of access to proper health-
care.

Rola Saqer said the two years since 
giving birth to daughter Masa have 
been full of suffering.

“I was hoping (Masa) would grow up 
with a strong personality, but she is 
weak. She has suffered malnutrition. 
The girl has weighed eight kilos (17 
pounds) for five months now,” she said.

Kuwait pushes Kuwait committee

Kuwait strengthens

Kuwait welcomes

Dear Your



INTERNATIONAL
ARAB TIMES, TUESDAY, OCTOBER 7, 2025

6

Dems causing loss of a lot of jobs: Trump

Govt shutdown entering sixth day as GOP and Democrats remain at an impasse
WASHINGTON, Oct 6, (AP): US Republican and Democratic lawmakers at an 
impasse on reopening the federal government provided few public signs Sunday 
of meaningful negotiations taking place to end what is about to be a six-day shut-
down - with President Donald Trump saying that layoffs are occurring.

Asked on Sunday night when federal workers would be fi red as he has threat-
ened to do, Trump told reporters: “It’s taking place right now and it’s all because 
of the Democrats.”

“The Democrats are causing the loss of a lot of jobs,” Trump added, declining 
to answer a question about which agencies are subject to the cuts.

The possibility of layoffs would escalate an already tense situation in which 
Washington lawmakers have struggled to fi nd common ground and build mutual 
trust. Leaders in both parties are betting that public sentiment has swung their way, 
putting pressure on the other side to cave.

Democrats are insisting on renewing subsidies to cover health insurance costs 
for millions of households, while Trump wants to preserve existing spending lev-
els as he believes that Democrats will have to cave because of the jobs and federal 
projects being put at risk.

The squabble comes at a moment of troubling economic uncertainty. While 
the US economy has continued to grow this year, hiring has slowed and infl a-
tion remains elevated as Trump’s import taxes have created a series of disruptions 
for businesses and hurt confi dence in his leadership. At the same time, there is a 
recognition that the nearly $2 trillion annual budget defi cit is fi nancially unsustain-
able.

House Democratic leader Hakeem Jeffries, among those appearing on the Sun-
day news shows, said there have been no talks with Republican leaders since their 
White House meeting last Monday.

“And, unfortunately, since that point in time, Republicans, including Donald 
Trump, have gone radio silent,” Jeffries said. “And what we’ve seen is negotia-
tion through deepfake videos, the House canceling votes, and of course President 
Trump spending yesterday on the golf course. That’s not responsible behavior.”

The Trump administration sees the shutdown as an opening to wield greater 

power over the budget, with multiple offi cials saying they will save money as 
workers are furloughed by imposing permanent job cuts on thousands of govern-
ment workers, a tactic that has never been used before.

Even though it would be Trump’s choice to cut jobs, he believes he can put the 
blame on the Democrats because of the shutdown.

“It’s up to them,” Trump told reporters on Sunday morning before boarding 
the presidential helicopter to celebrate the Navy’s 250th anniversary in Norfolk, 
Virginia.

While Trump rose to fame on the TV show “The Apprentice” with its catch-
phrase of “You’re fi red,” Republicans on Sunday claimed that the administration 
would take no pleasure in letting go of federal workers, even though the admin-
istration had also put funding on hold for infrastructure and energy projects in 
Democratic areas without clear signs of remorse.

“We haven’t seen the details yet about what’s happening” with layoffs, House 
Speaker Mike Johnson said Sunday morning on NBC. “But it is a regrettable situ-
ation that the president does not want.”

Kevin Hassett, director of the White House National Economic Council, also 
said the administration would prefer to avoid the layoffs.

“We want the Democrats to come forward and to make a deal that’s a clean, 
continuing resolution that gives us seven more weeks to talk about these things,” 
Hassett said on CNN. “But the bottom line is that with Republicans in control, the 
Republicans have a lot more power over the outcome than the Democrats.”

Democratic Sen. Adam Schiff of California defended his party’s stance on the 
shutdown, saying on NBC that the possible increase in health care costs for “mil-
lions of Americans” would make insurance unaffordable in what he called a “cri-
sis.”

But Schiff also noted that the Trump administration has stopped congression-
ally approved spending from being used. That essentially undermines the value 
of Democrats trying to seek compromises on the budget since the administration 
could block the spending of money from any deal. The Trump administration sent 
Congress roughly $4.9 billion in “ pocket rescissions ” on foreign aid, a process 
that meant the spending was withheld without time for Congress to weigh in be-
fore the previous fi scal year ended last month.

“We need both to address the health care crisis and we need some written assur-
ance in the law - I won’t take a promise - that they’re not going to renege on any 
deal we make,” Schiff said.

The television appearances indicated that Democrats and Republicans are busy 
talking, deploying internet memes against each other that have raised concerns 
about whether it’s possible to negotiate in good faith.

The US Capitol is seen on the second day of the government shutdown, in 
Washington on Oct 2. (AP)

US President Donald Trump arrives to speak during a celebration for the 250th anniversary of the US Navy aboard 
the USS Harry S. Truman at Naval Station Norfolk, on Oct 5, in Norfolk, Va, as First Lady Melania Trump applauds. 

(AP)

Trump doesn’t let shutdown interfere 
with celebrating Navy’s 250th ’versary
NORFOLK, Va., Oct 6, (AP): US President Donald Trump 
did not let the government shutdown interfere with a stop in 
Norfolk, Virginia, on Sunday to salute the Navy as it cele-
brates its 250th anniversary - using his speech to praise both 
the Navy and himself.

Trump delivered remarks that by his own recognition 
bordered on making it more like a campaign event, generat-
ing some cheers from the crowd before closing out with a 
recording of his theme song, “YMCA” by Village People.

“Let’s face it, this is a rally,” Trump told the crowd of 
about 10,000 sailors in their dress-white uniforms.

Navy planes fl ew overhead as the president began his 
speech, fueling the crowd’s energy and prompting many of 
the sailors to chant “USA! USA! USA!”

The president spoke on a pier in between two towering 
Navy vessels, an aircraft carrier and an amphibious assault 
ship. The carrier displayed a Navy fi ghter jet, which had the 
words “President Donald J. Trump ‘45-47’” printed on the 
fuselage right under the cockpit window.

The Republican president criticized his political oppo-
nents and attacked Democratic lawmakers as the shutdown 
entered its fi fth day, causing military personnel to work with-
out pay until the government reopens.

“I want you to know that despite the current Democrat 
induced shutdown, we will get our service members every 
last penny. Don’t worry about it,” Trump said to cheers from 
the crowd.

The government shutdown that began Wednesday has 
sparked partisan blame games as several thousand federal 

employees are furloughed and key infrastructure and energy 
projects in Democratic-run areas such as New York and Chi-
cago have been put on hold. It lurked in the background of 
the event as Trump praised a Navy that he said has “never 
failed to hunt, kill and win.”

Senate Democrats rejected efforts to preserve a continu-
ation of government operations when the new budget year 
started on Wednesday. They cited the lapse in subsidies that 
could cause health insurance costs to climb rapidly for peo-
ple who get coverage through the 2010 Affordable Care Act. 
Democratic lawmakers also have sought to reverse cuts to 
Medicaid that Trump signed into law.

Democrats oppose Trump’s move to have his administra-
tion decline to spend congressionally approved funds, saying 
it undermines the budgeting process, among other concerns. 
Meanwhile, Trump has explored laying off federal workers 
at what he called “Democrat Agencies.”

Among those joining Trump for the festivities were fi rst lady 
Melania Trump, Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth, Navy Secre-
tary John Phelan, Veterans Affairs Secretary Doug Collins and 
U.S. Rep. Ronny Jackson, R-Texas, a former Navy rear admiral 
who was a White House doctor during Trump’s fi rst term.

After his arrival in Norfolk, Trump went to the USS 
George H.W. Bush and spoke to the sailors and handed out 
challenge coins. The Trumps then watched a military dem-
onstration while standing on the deck of the aircraft carrier. 
Navy destroyers launched missiles and fi red shells into the 
Atlantic Ocean, Navy SEALs descended from helicopters 
and fi ghter jets catapulted off.

Europe
Starmer condemns attack on mosque: UK Prime 
Minister Keir Starmer on Monday condemned a suspect-
ed arson attack on a mosque in an English coastal town, 
which police were investigating as a hate crime. No one 
was injured. The fi re on Saturday night came two days after 
two men were killed when a knife-
wielding assailant attacked their 
synagogue in Manchester, in what 
authorities have called a terrorist as-
sault. One of the victims was acci-
dentally shot by an armed offi cer as 
he and other congregants barricaded 
the synagogue to block the attacker 
from entering.

Starmer’s spokesperson said that 
the prime minister was “appalled by 
the arson attack in Peacehaven.”

“As the home secretary said, at-
tacks against Britain’s Muslims 
are attacks against all Britons and this country itself,” the 
spokesperson said, adding that “anti-Muslim hatred has no 
place in Britain.” Emergency services responded to reports 
of a fi re at the Peacehaven Mosque at around 9:45 pm (2245 
GMT) Saturday. The front entrance of the mosque and a ve-
hicle parked outside were damaged, but no one was injured, 
according to Sussex Police. (AP)

❑     ❑     ❑

Avalanche in Slovenia kills 3 climbers: Three 
mountaineers from Croatia were killed when they were 
swept away by an avalanche in neighboring Slovenia over 

the weekend, rescue offi cials said Monday.
The three went missing Sunday when an avalanche car-

ried them off a trail on Tosc Mountain in northwestern 
Slovenia. They were part of a group of seven hikers from 
Croatia but separated from the group to move forward on 
the mountain, which stands 2,275 meters (7,464 feet).

Rescue teams found the body of one hiker Sunday af-
ternoon before suspending the search for the night. They 
recovered two more bodies Monday, offi cials said.

“We were hoping for a better news today, but unfortu-
nately it isn’t so,” said Croatian Interior Minister Davor 
Bozinovic, who traveled to Slovenia during the search. 
Cold weather over the weekend brought early snow, winds 
and low temperatures to Slovenia, a small central European 
nation that is a popular mountaineering destination. (AP)

❑     ❑     ❑

Ukraine hits Russian ammo plant: The Ukrainian 
military said on Monday that its long-range drones hit a 
major Russian ammunition plant, a key oil terminal and an 
important weapons depot behind the front line, cranking up 
recent pressure on Moscow’s military logistics.

The Ukrainian General Staff said it struck the Sverdlov 
ammunition plant in the Nizhny Novgorod region of west-
ern Russia overnight, causing multiple explosions and a 
fi re. It said the plant supplies Russian forces with aviation 
and artillery ordnance, aviation bombs, and anti-aircraft and 
anti-tank munitions.

Ukrainian drones also hit an oil terminal in Crimea, start-
ing a blaze, and an ammunition depot of Russia’s 18th Com-
bined Arms Army, the General Staff said. Russian authorities 
acknowledged a major Ukrainian drone attack over 14 Russian 
regions, as well as the annexed Ukrainian peninsula of Crimea 
and around the Black Sea and the Sea of Azov. (AP) 

French PM resigns hours after naming govt,
plunging France further into political chaos

Lithuania govt launches largest-ever
mobilization system exercise

PARIS, Oct 6, (AP): Facing criticism 
from all sides, France’s new prime 
minister Sébastien Lecornu resigned 
less than 24 hours after naming his 
government and after less than a 
month in offi ce, plunging the country 
into a deep political crisis.

The French presidency said in a 
statement Monday that President Em-
manuel Macron has accepted his res-
ignation. Lecornu had replaced his 
predecessor François Bayrou to be-
come France’s fourth prime minister in 
barely a year.

A faithful ally of Macron, Lecornu 
said conditions were no longer met to 
remain in offi ce after failing to build a 
consensus.

“It would take little for it to work,” 
Lecornu said in his resignation speech. 
“By being more selfl ess for many, by 
knowing how to show humility. One 
must always put one’s country before 
one’s party.”

Macron’s opponents immediately 
tried to capitalize on the shocking res-
ignation, with the far-right National 
Rally calling on him to either call for 
new snap elections or resign.

“This raises a question for the 
President of the Republic: can he 
continue to resist the legislature dis-
solution? We have reached the end 
of the road,” far-right leader Marine 

Le Pen said. “There is no other solu-
tion. The only wise course of action 
in these circumstances is to return to 
the polls.”

On the far left, France Unbowed 
also asked for Macron’s departure, 
while voices on the left called for 
the revival of a coalition made up of 
leftists, socialists, greens and com-

munists.
The resignation rattled investors, 

sending the CAC-40 index of leading 
French companies plunging. The index 
was down by nearly 2% on its Friday 
close.

Ministers appointed just the pre-
vious night found themselves in the 
bizarre situation of becoming care-
taker ministers - kept in place only to 
manage day-to-day affairs until a new 
government is formed - before some of 
them had even been formally installed 
in offi ce.

Agnès Pannier-Runacher, the newly 
reappointed minister for ecology, post-
ed on X: “I despair of this circus.”

Lecornu’s choice of ministers has 
been criticized across the political 
spectrum, particularly his decision to 
bring back former Finance Minister 
Bruno Le Maire to serve at the defense 
ministry, with critics saying that un-
der his watch France’s public defi cit 
soared.

Lecornu’s main task would have 
been to pass a budget as France is 
faced with a massive debt crisis. At 
the end of the fi rst quarter of 2025, 
France’s public debt stood at 3.346 tril-
lion euros ($3.9 trillion), or 114% of 
GDP. Debt servicing remains a major 
budget item, accounting for around 7% 
of state spending.

VILNIUS, Oct 6, (Agencies): Lithua-
nia on Monday launched Vycio Skliau-
tas 2025, the country’s largest-ever ex-
ercise aimed at testing national defense 
and crisis response capabilities.

Running through Oct 11, the drills 
involve all 60 municipalities along 
with 115 institutions and agencies, 
the Offi ce of the Government said in 
a statement.

“In these challenging times, Lithu-
ania’s institutions, NGOs and citizens 
are doing a great deal to prepare for 
emerging threats. This unity is our 
strength. Still, even the best plans must 
be tested in practice. This exercise is 
one of the most important readiness 
tests for the entire state and will only 
make us stronger,” the statement quot-
ed Prime Minister Inga Ruginiene as 
saying.

The exercise will test Lithuania’s re-
sponse to air raid alerts, assessing the 
country’s ability to detect and neutral-
ize aerial threats and the coordination 
between the Armed Forces, State Bor-
der Guard Service, Dignitary Protec-
tion Service, Police Department and 
other agencies.

Also:
VILNIUS, Lithuania: Up to 25 small 

hot-air balloons, some of them con-
fi rmed to be carrying smuggled ciga-
rettes, entered Lithuanian airspace late 
Saturday and forced the shutdown of 
Vilnius Airport, delaying fl ights for 
hours, authorities said.

The balloons interfered with 30 
fl ights, impacting some 6,000 passen-

gers, according to Lithuania’s National 
Crisis Management Center. Flights re-
sumed at 4:50 a.m. (0150 GMT) Sun-
day. While the balloons turned out to 
be ferrying cigarettes, Europe is on 
high alert after intrusions into NATO’s 
airspace reached an unprecedented 
scale last month. 

French outgoing Prime Minister Se-
bastien Lecornu, who resigned just 
a day after naming his government, 
delivers his statement at the Hotel 

Matignon in Paris on Oct 6. (AP)

In this undated photo released by the State Border Guard Service, an of-
fi cer inspects a balloon used to carry cigarettes into Lithuania, because 
Belarussian smugglers often use them to ferry the contraband into the Eu-

ropean Union. (AP)

Balkan leaders meet during the Brdo-Brijuni, Process Leaders’ Meeting in Golem, Albania, 50 kilometers (30 miles) 
west of the capital Tirana, Albania on Oct 6. (AP)

Western Balkan leaders meet to discuss accelerating EU integration
The presidents of the Western Balkan nations gathered 
Monday in Albania to discuss ways they can acceler-
ate their economic integration with the European Union 
amid mounting geopolitical challenges.

The meeting in Golem, Albania, 50 kilometers (30 
miles) west of the capital of Tirana, is an annual gath-
ering held as part of a diplomatic initiative launched 
by European Union members Slovenia and Croatia in 
2013.

The intention was to support EU enlargement to 
the Western Balkans - a region that includes Albania, 
Bosnia, Serbia, Montenegro, North Macedonia and Ko-
sovo.

All of the countries are working to join the EU but 
are at different stages in their membership path, with 
Montenegro and Albania ahead and Serbia, Bosnia, 

Kosovo and North Macedonia lagging behind.
The EU’s openness to accept new members has 

grown since the all-out war in Ukraine started on Feb. 
24, 2022. There are concerns the war in Ukraine and 
Russia’s deepening confrontation with the West could 
spill over into a region still scarred by its own confl icts.

The initiative seeks to strengthen political dialogue 
and promote reconciliation after the wars of the 1990s, 
with tensions still simmering - for instance, between 
Serbia and Kosovo. The largely ceremonial annual 
gathering was being led by Albanian President Bajram 
Begaj, Slovenian President Natasa Pirc Musar and 
Croatian President Zoran Milanovic. Members of Bos-
nia’s tripartite presidency and the presidents of Kosovo, 
Montenegro, North Macedonia and Serbia were also 
expected to attend. (AP)
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137 hikers in China relocated due to snowfall: 
As of 8 am on Monday, 137 hikers who were previ-
ously stranded due to continuous snowfall in northwest 
China’s Qinghai Province, had been relocated and were 
in stable condition, local authorities said.

During the National Day and Mid-Autumn Festival 
holiday, which started on Oct 1, over 100 hiking enthu-
siasts headed toward the Laohugou region of Menyuan 
Hui Autonomous County in Haibei Tibetan Autono-
mous Prefecture. On Sunday, a 41-year-old male hiker 
died from hypothermia and acute altitude sickness.

The Laohugou region, located in the Qilian Moun-
tains, featuring an average altitude exceeding 4,000 
meters and complex terrain, experienced continuous 
snowfall during the holiday period. 

Over 300 search personnel, more than 10 teams 
employing horses and two medium-sized drones have 
been mobilized to conduct thorough searches in seeking 
to ensure the safety of stranded hikers. (Xinhua)

❑      ❑      ❑

5 dead after entering abandoned mine: Five 
people who entered an abandoned mine in Youxi 
County, east China’s Fujian Province, were confi rmed 
dead on Sunday, local authorities said.

At around 9:50 am Sunday, the county’s fi re and 
rescue bureau received a report that fi ve people had en-
tered the mine in Banmian Town and later lost contact. 
Rescue teams were immediately dispatched to the scene 
to conduct search and rescue operations.

By 1:20 p.m., all fi ve individuals had been found and 
rushed to hospital for treatment. By 3 p.m., all fi ve had 
been pronounced dead despite medical efforts.

An investigation into the cause of the incident is 
underway. (Xinhua)

❑      ❑      ❑

Sydney shooting injures multiple people: Police 
in the Australian State of New South Wales said in a 
statement on Sunday evening that a man was taken to 
the hospital suffering a gunshot wound, and a number 
of other people have reported injuries.

Police were called to Georges River Road in the 
inner-west Sydney suburb of Croydon Park at about 
7:45 p.m. local time on Sunday, after reports of a shoot-
ing. It locked down the area with specialist resources 
attending to assist.

A man was arrested in a building on the road at about 
9:30 pm, and fi rearms have been seized, according to 
the statement.

Australian Broadcasting Corporation (ABC) reported 
that police told the ABC that multiple gunshots were 
fi red. Road closures remain, with local traffi c diversions 
in place. (Xinhua)

Takaichi on verge of losing Komeito

Police seizes guns from dozens of owners who hold views rejecting govt authority

Japan’s LDP leader faces challenges

Leaders of Australia and Papua New Guinea sign major bilateral defense treaty

UNHRC orders probe into human rights in
Afghanistan, with focus on women and girls

Ecuador declares state of emergency

Ten more deportees from US arrive in Eswatini
MANZINI, Eswatini, Oct 6, (AP): A 
group of 10 migrants deported from 
the United States arrived early Mon-
day in the African nation of Eswatini, 
authorities there said.

They are the latest of more than 40 
deportees sent to Africa since July af-
ter the Trump administration struck 
largely secretive agreements with at 
least five nations there to take migrants 
under the new third-country deporta-
tion program that rights groups and 
others have protested.

A lawyer for two of the latest deport-
ees told The Associated Press earlier 
on Monday that their flight had arrived 
in the southern African kingdom after 
departing from Alexandria, Louisiana, 
and stopping in Puerto Rico, Senegal 

and Angola.
Tin Thanh Nguyen, the US-based 

lawyer, said he represents two Viet-
namese nationals 
who were on the 
flight. He said they 
had been held at 
the Alexandria 
Staging Facility 
immigration de-
tention center in 
Louisiana. Nguy-
en said he tracked 
their flight with 
help from rights 
group Human 

Rights First.
The Eswatini government con-

firmed in a statement that 10 deportees 

had arrived and “have been securely 
accommodated in one of the country’s 
correctional facilities.” It didn’t name 
them, give details on their nationali-
ties or say where they are being held. 
It said they were “in good health and 
undergoing admission processes.”

Four men from Cuba, Laos, Viet-
nam and Yemen who were deported to 
Eswatini in mid-July have been held in 
the country’s maximum-security Mat-
sapha prison without charge for nearly 
three months, their lawyers have said. 
Nguyen represents two of those men.

The US said the men sent to Eswa-
tini in July were convicted criminals 
who had deportation orders. A Jamai-
can man in that first group was repatri-
ated to his home country last month.

Rescuers in India search for missing 
after landslides kill 24 in Darjeeling

NEW DELHI, Oct 6, (AP): Rescuers 
were scouring India’s northeastern tea-
growing hill district of Darjeeling on 
Monday for those reported missing a 
day after landslides triggered by heavy 
downpours killed at least 24 people, 
officials said.

Teams of Indian army personnel 
and members of the disaster response 
force were searching for people who 
are feared trapped under debris, said 
Udayan Guha, West Bengal state de-
velopment minister.

Downpours and road damage ham-

pered efforts to reach several affected 
villages, officials said. Television 
news showed rescue workers using 
earth movers to clear the debris.

Landslides triggered by intense rains 
destroyed homes and infrastructure 
and left hundreds of tourists stranded 
in Darjeeling over the weekend. Rain-
fall also caused two iron bridges to 
collapse, West Bengal Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee said in a post on X.

India’s weather department has 
forecast heavy rainfall in the region to 
last until Tuesday.

On Sunday, at least 44 people were 
killed in Nepal due to mudslides and 
flooding triggered by severe rainfall. 
The victims included at least 37 people 
in the eastern mountain district of Il-
lam, where whole villages were swept 
away by landslides.

The weekend’s heavy rainfall ar-
rived at the end of Nepal’s monsoon 
season, which usually begins in June 
and ends by mid-September. It also 
left parts of the capital, Kathmandu, 
flooded and caused the cancellation of 
all domestic flights on Saturday.

Protesters rally for and against Noboa
QUITO, Ecuador, Oct 6, (Agencies): 
Protesters both for and against Ecua-
dor ’s President Daniel Noboa rallied 
in the capital Quito on Sunday after a 
state of emergency took effect in 10 
provinces.

Anti-government demonstrations 
began two weeks ago, organized by the 
country’s largest Indigenous group, in 
response to the removal of a fuel subsi-
dy that raised diesel prices from $1.80 
to $2.80 per gallon.

“Diesel goes up, everything goes 
up,” and “Out with Noboa” were 
among the slogans shouted by dozens 
of protesters at a popular park in the 
capital, where pro-government sup-
porters also gathered in higher num-
bers.

Police reported no injuries or arrests 
Sunday but officers dispersed protest-
ers using tear gas after some of them 
tried to break through the security cor-
don protecting the park.

Late Saturday, the government de-
clared a state of emergency starting 
Sunday at midnight in 10 provinces, 
citing “serious internal unrest.” The 
provinces are areas with large Indig-
enous populations where protests have 

been concentrated. The order restricts 
freedom of assembly but does not pro-
hibit peaceful demonstrations.

The Confederation of Indigenous 
Nationalities of Ecuador said in a state-

ment that Noboa’s emergency decree 
“deepens his war policy” against the 
population’s legitimate demands and 
called on international human rights 
organizations to remain vigilant.

TOKYO, Oct 6, (AP): Japan’s embat-
tled governing party now has its new 
leader, former Economic Security Min-
ister Sanae Takaichi, a hard-line con-
servative who is poised to become the 
country’s first female prime minister.

Takaichi, 64, immediately needs to 
seek ways to get her long-ruling Liberal 
Democratic Party to stay in power and 
regain public support by delivering mea-
sures to address price increase at home 
and dealing with diplomatic challenges 
such as US President Donald Trump.

A staunch supporter of former prime 
minister Shinzo Abe ’s conservative 
vision, Takaichi is on the verge of 
losing her party’s long-time coalition 
partner, the Buddhist-backed dovish 
centrist Komeito, because of her ultra-
conservative politics. Those include 
revisionism of wartime history and 
regular visits to the Yasukuni Shrine, 
seen as a symbol of militarism and re-
luctance to inclusivity, which experts 
say could complicate Tokyo’s rela-
tions with Asian neighbors.

She faces the dilemma of sticking to 
her ideology and losing the coalition 
partner or shifting to the center, which 
would lose fans of her hawkish and 
ultra-conservative politics.

The LDP and opposition parties are 
currently considering convening the 

parliament in mid-October to formally 
elect a new prime minister.

One of Takaichi’s most urgent tasks 
is to secure cooperation from the opposi-
tion. But instead of finding a third partner, 
Takaichi is on the verge of losing Komei-
to, which raised eyebrows over her ultra-

conservative politics.  In a rare move that 
shakes their 26-year-partnership, Komei-
to leader Tetsuo Saito told Takaichi on 
Saturday that his party has “big worry and 
concern” about her stance and that there 
is no continuation of their coalition unless 
these positions are dropped.

MELBOURNE, Australia, Oct 6, 
(AP): The leaders of Australia and 
Papua New Guinea signed a major 
bilateral defense treaty Monday that 
China believes targets it unfairly.

Australian Prime Minister Anthony 
Albanese and his Papua New Guinea 
counterpart James Marape described 
the agreement as a mutual defense 
treaty that will enable unprecedented 
integration of their defense forces and 
military personnel.

It is Australia’s only alliance-level 
security pact other than the ANZUS 
Treaty signed with the United States 
and New Zealand in 1951. It is the first 
such treaty for Papua New Guinea, 
Australia’s nearest neighbor and for-
mer colony.

The treaty would take effect after it 
was ratified by the Parliaments of both 
countries.

Albanese said it was a great honor 
for Australia to have its nearest neigh-
bor become its newest ally.

“This treaty contains a mutual de-
fense obligation similar to Australia’s 
ANZUS Treaty commitments, where 
we declare that in the event of an 
armed attack on either of our countries, 
we would both act to meet the common 
danger,” Albanese told reporters at a 
joint press conference with Marape at 
Australia’s Parliament House.

“Both our nations have also agreed 
not to undertake any activities or enter 
into any agreements that would com-
promise the implementation of this 
treaty,” Albanese added.

After Marape and Albanese signed 
a joined statement supporting the 
treaty’s core principles last month, the 
Chinese Embassy in Papua New Guin-
ea issued a statement saying such a bi-
lateral pact “should not be exclusive in 
nature, nor should it restrict or prevent 
a sovereign country from cooperating 
with a third party for any reason.”

“It should also refrain from target-
ing any third party or undermining its 
legitimate rights and interests,” the 
embassy posted on social media.

Marape said Monday the treaty did 
not erode Papua New Guinea’s domi-
nant foreign policy: friends to all, en-
emy to none.

“This is not a treaty that sets up en-
emies but consolidates friendships and 
China - we’ve been transparent - we 
have told them that Australia … has 
become our security partner of choice 
and they understand,” Marape said.

Marape said the treaty consolidated 
Papua New Guinea’s security partner-
ship with Australia “with no intent of 
creating enemies elsewhere.”

The United States and Australia 
have both increased military ties in 

recent years with Papua New Guinea, 
which is seen as a strategically im-
portant partner in countering China’s 
growing influence in the Pacific.

The security relationship is a bal-
ancing act for Papua New Guinea, 
which also seeks closer economic co-
operation with China.

Australia has stepped up efforts to 

bolster relations with island nations in 
the region since 2022, when Beijing 
struck a security deal with Solomon 
Islands that has raised the prospect of 
a Chinese naval base being established 
in the South Pacific.

Outside Australia and New Zealand, 
Papua New Guinea, Fiji and Tonga are 
the only South Pacific island nations 

with militaries. Australia is negotiat-
ing a bilateral defense pact with Fiji.

Also:
WELLINGTON, New Zealand: Police 
in Western Australia have seized guns 
and revoked or suspended firearms 
permits from dozens of owners linked 
to what investigators describe as sov-
ereign citizen ideologies, or views that 
reject government authority.

Officials linked the crackdown on 
firearms users believed to hold such 
views to the fatal shooting in August of 
two police officers in Victoria state, in 
the country’s east. The suspect in those 
killings, 56-year-old Dezi Freeman, re-
mains at large, weeks after he is said to 
have killed two officers visiting his ru-
ral property to serve a search warrant.

In the years before the shooting, 
Freeman appeared to have embraced 
so-called sovereign citizen views dur-
ing court appearances. Members of 
such movements use debunked legal 
theories to reject government author-
ity.

Freeman is suspected of killing De-
tective Senior Constable Neal Thomp-
son and Senior Constable Vadim de 
Waart-Hottart and wounding a third 
officer. Following the shooting, in-
vestigators in Western Australia used 
bolstered gun laws enacted in 2024 to 

identify weapons owners in their state 
who they said held similar views to 
Freeman’s.

“The mission of this operation was 
simple and that was to validate and 
verify our intelligence on who may 
hold sovereign citizen ideologies here 
in Western Australia,” the state’s Po-
lice Commissioner Col Blanch told 
reporters on Sunday. Social media 
posts and information from other gun 
owners was used to identify those tar-
geted.

Officers visited 70 properties over 
five days in late September and early 
October, seizing 135 firearms and sus-
pending or revoking 44 gun licenses, 
Blanch said.

❑      ❑      ❑

MELBOURNE: Australian prosecutors 
on Monday filed an appeal seeking a 
longer guaranteed prison term for Erin 
Patterson, who was sentenced to life 
for poisoning four of her estranged 
husband’s relatives with death cap 
mushrooms but will be eligible for pa-
role after 33 years.

Victoria state’s Office of Public 
Prosecutions said in a statement it had 
filed the appeal to the Victorian Court 
of Appeal, claiming the sentence 
handed to Patterson a month ago was 
“manifestly inadequate.”

GENEVA, Oct 6, (Agencies): The 
UN’s top human rights body agreed 
Monday to set up an ongoing probe of 
human rights violations in Afghanistan 
under the Taliban, including against 
women and girls, in a measure pushed 
for by the European Union.

With no opposition and only China 
opting out of the consensus, the Unit-
ed Nations Human Rights Council 
(UNHRC) agreed to set up an “ongo-
ing, independent investigative mecha-
nism” to monitor rights in Afghanistan 
since the Taliban’s return to power 
over four years ago.

The resolution aims to prepare 
case files that could be used by in-
ternational justice, such as at the In-
ternational Criminal Court, and build 
on work by the special investigator 
that the 47-member-country council 
has already created, among other 
things.

That investigator - special rappor-
teur Richard Bennett - last month said 
the Taliban have “weaponized” the 
legal and judicial system to oppress 
women and girls in what amounts to 
“crimes against humanity.”

Among the steps taken, the Tali-
ban suspended laws that protected the 
rights of women and girls including 

one that had criminalized 22 forms 
of violence against women, including 
rape and forced marriage.

The Taliban dismissed all judges 
under the previous US-backed govern-
ment, including 270 women, replacing 
them with men who lack legal train-

ing and hand down decisions based on 
edicts issued by the Taliban, Bennett 
said.

Wang Nian, a Chinese envoy in Ge-
neva focusing on human rights, said 
Afghanistan has recently “taken vari-
ous measures for stability, economic 
growth and improvement of people’s 
livelihoods. The overall security situ-
ation has remained stable.”

“These positive developments merit 
recognition from the international 
community,” said Wang, adding that 
the proposed resolution, “failed to ac-
knowledge the positive progress” and 
“lacks balance” as he explained Chi-
na’s break with consensus.

Also:
KABUL: At least five commuters, in-
cluding women and children, were 
injured, some in critical conditions, 
due to a head-on collision of two 
cars in northern Afghanistan’s Balkh 
province, said a news release of the 
provincial police office on Sunday 
evening.

Without providing more details, the 
news release blamed reckless driving 
for the mishap, calling on the drivers 
to respect traffic rules and regulations 
while driving on the congested roads.

In this photo taken Oct 4, 2025 and released by 
Lingsuiye, villagers with their oxen and horses as-
cend the mountain during rescue efforts to reach 
hundreds of hikers trapped by heavy snow at tourist 
campsites on a slope of Mount Everest in Tibet on 

Oct 5. (AP)

Former Economic Security Minister Sanae Takaichi, (center), stands up to 
greet as Takaichi was chosen to the new leader of Japan’s ruling Liberal 
Democratic Party during the party’s leadership election in Tokyo, Japan on 

Oct 4. (AP)

Australia’s Prime Minister Anthony Albanese, (right), and Papua New 
Guinea’s Prime Minister James Marape sign a defense treaty at Parliament 

House in Canberra, Australia on Oct 6. (AP)

People traverse roadblocks placed by demonstrators protesting the elimi-
nation of the diesel subsidy by President Daniel Noboa’s government in 

Cayambe, Ecuador on Oct. 5. (AP)

Afghan girls attend a religious stud-
ies class at the Tasnim-e-Nusrat re-
ligious center in Kabul, Afghanistan 

on May 28. (AP)

A person is evacuated with the help of a temporary zip line laid by the National Disaster Response Force (NDRF) 
following multiple landslides triggered by torrential rains near Jalpaiguri in the Indian state of West Bengal on Oct 

5. (AP)

Trump
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Dollar surges to KD 0.305
KUWAIT CITY, Oct 6, (KUNA): The US dol-
lar .appreciated slightly against the Kuwaiti 
dinar on Monday, rising by 0.07 percent to KD 
0.305. The euro remained steady at KD 0.357 
compared to the previous day’s rates.

According to the Central Bank of Kuwait’s 
daily bulletin, the British pound held its value 
at KD 0.410, while the Swiss franc and Japa-
nese yen stabilized at KD 0.383 and KD 0.002, 
respectively.

Highlighting climate action, social responsibility, and governance

Al Ahli Bank of Kuwait issues 2024 Sustainability Report
KUWAIT CITY, Oct 6: In line with 
its commitment to the United Nations 
Sustainable Development Goals and 
the Central Bank of Kuwait’s poli-
cies, the “New Kuwait” Vision 2035, 
Al Ahli Bank of Kuwait (ABK) has 
proudly released its annual sustaina-
bility report for 2024 under the theme 
“Championing ESG”.

The report provides a comprehen-
sive overview of ABK’s activities, 
covering performance, challenges, 
opportunities, and key sustainability, 
social responsibility, and governance 
initiatives. It has been prepared in 
alignment with the Global Reporting 
Initiative (GRI) – the internationally 
recognized standard for sustainability 
reporting.

In its fi fth consecutive edition, the report refl ects ABK’s ongoing com-
mitment to international standards and its continuous adaptation to devel-
opments in the banking industry.

Commenting on the occasion, Sager Albenali, Chief Communications 
Offi cer at ABK, stated:“With the growing global awareness of the need 
for sustainable practices,  the annual sustainability report has become a 
strategic document of critical importance serving as a mirror of our com-
mitments to environmental, social, and governance responsibilities.”

He added that the report enhances transparency and accountability, pro-
viding stakeholders a clear and holistic view of how ABK achieves balance 

between fi nancial performance and societal responsibility.
Albenali emphasized that the report plays a direct role in building trust 

and enhancing ABK’s brand reputation. With investors increasingly fo-
cused on integrating ESG considerations into their decision-making, the 
report offers reliable data on social responsibility, gender equality, SME’s 
support, and other factors that infl uence long-term fi nancial stability.

He further stressed that the report serves as a powerful internal tool, ena-
bling ABK to identify areas for operational improvement in energy, water, 
and waste effi ciency, while also attracting top talent and fostering a respon-
sible work environment.

The report also serves as a catalyst for positive change by adopting glob-
al frameworks such as GRI to assess ABK’s impact across different areas. 
It highlights opportunities to align the Bank’s goals with the expectations 
of its stakeholders.

Furthermore, Albenali underlined that sustainability reporting drives the 
development of innovative banking solutions that respond to new market 
trends, such as renewable energy, energy-effi cient buildings, and SME em-

powerment supporting both fi nancial inclusion and national climate objec-
tives.

Albenali concluded that annual sustainability reporting transforms ethi-
cal commitment into a sustainable competitive advantage, making opera-
tions more effi cient, less exposed to risk, and more attractive to investors in 
a global economy transitioning toward low carbon.

Sager Albenali: 
■ The report offers a comprehensive view of how we 

balance our fi nancial goals with our responsibilities 
to society

■ Embedding sustainability principles into the core of 
our operational strategy ensures long-term perfor-
mance growth and strengthens competitiveness

Mr. Sager Albenali, Chief Commu-
nications Offi cer

ESG Report 2024 cover 

All Share Index dips 0.27 points

Boursa Kuwait closes nearly fl at
KUWAIT CITY, Oct 6, (KUNA): Boursa Kuwait closed Monday’s trading 
with the All Share Index nearly unchanged, dipping just 0.27 points to settle 
at 8,791.59 points. Trading volume reached 1.142 billion shares across 48,144 
transactions, with a total value of KD 177.8 million (USD 540.5 million).

The Main Market Index edged down by 1.58 points, or 0.02 percent, ending 
at 8,416.93 points. It saw 939.8 million shares traded in 37,766 transactions 
worth KD 120.19 million (USD 365.3 million).

Conversely, the Premier Market Index posted a modest gain of 0.05 points, 
closing at 9,319.44 points after 203.05 million shares changed hands in 10,378 
transactions, valued at KD 57.6 million (USD 175.4 million).

Meanwhile, the Main 50 Index advanced 29.34 points, or 0.33 percent, 
to fi nish at 8,816.07 points, with 707.9 million shares traded in 25,241 cash 
transactions for a total of KWD 91.9 million (about USD 279.3 million).

Amir receives Goldman Sachs CEO
GS expands regional reach with Kuwait offi ce

KUWAIT CITY, Oct 6, (Agencies): 
His Highness the Amir Sheikh Me-
shal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
received at Bayan Palace on Sunday 
the CEO and Chairman of Goldman 
Sachs David Solomon and the accom-
panying delegation.

His Highness the Amir affi rmed, during the 
reception, Kuwait’s keenness to boost invest-
ment horizons, bolstering business environ-
ment competitiveness, and build partnerships 
with global companies, which would contribute 
to the diversifi cation of the economy, transfer 
expertize, localize technologies, attract quality 
investments, enable national cadres, and create 
promising opportunities in support of the coun-
try’s sustainable development path.

For his part, Goldman Sachs CEO Solomon said 
that he looked forward to bolstering cooperation 
with the State of Kuwait, contributing fi nancial 
and investment expertise to support economic 
modernization programs and the goals of Kuwait 
Vision 2035.

Attending the reception were Minister of the 
Amiri Diwan Affairs Sheikh Hamad Jaber Al-Ali 
Al-Sabah, Director General of the Kuwait Di-
rect Investment Promotion Authority (KDIPA), 
Dr. Meshaal Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, Manag-
ing Director at the Kuwait Investment Authority 
(KIA) Sheikh Saud Salem Abdulaziz Al-Sabah, 
head of His Highness the Amir’s Offi ce Retired 
Lieut-General Jamal Al-Thiyab, Undersecretary 
at the Amiri Diwan Sheikh Abdulaziz Meshal 
Mubarak Abdullah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, and Un-
dersecretary for Foreign Affairs at the Amiri Di-
wan Mazen Al-Issa.

The Goldman Sachs Group, Inc. (NYSE: GS) 
announced the opening of an offi ce in Kuwait, fur-
thering the fi rm’s commitment to the country and 
the region.

“Kuwait is driving forward a rapid transforma-
tion to deliver economic growth and opportunities 
for its citizens,” said David Solomon, Chairman 
and Chief Executive Offi cer of Goldman Sachs. 
“We look forward to deepening our longstanding 
partnership with Kuwait as we establish this offi ce 
to grow our capabilities across the Middle East 

and better serve our clients.”
Goldman Sachs and Kuwait have been strategic 

partners for 50 years, collaborating on Investment 
Banking, Capital Markets and Asset Management 
initiatives. A core part of the partnership has been 
a Goldman Sachs led professional training pro-
gram to develop local talent within the Kuwait 
Investment Authority (KIA), the Public Institu-
tion for Social Security (PIFSS) and the Kuwait 
Fund, spanning multiple disciplines. The fi rm will 
continue investing in the recruitment and develop-
ment of top Kuwaiti talent to serve its regional and 
global client base.

“Kuwait remains committed to attracting high-
impact, long-term global investors who contribute 
to our national priorities—particularly in talent 
development and the nurturing of local exper-
tise,” said Sheikh Dr. Meshaal Jaber Al-Ahmad 

Al-Sabah, Director General of Kuwait Direct In-
vestment Promotion Authority (KDIPA). “These 
efforts directly support our economic diversifi ca-
tion strategy and refl ect our broader vision for sus-
tainable growth and global integration, in line with 
Kuwait Vision 2035.”

As a part of the expansion of activities in Ku-
wait, Goldman Sachs has hired Mohammad Al-
matrouk as a Managing Director to lead the offi ce 
and the fi rm’s continued growth in Kuwait, pend-
ing fi nal approval from the regulatory authorities. 
The fi rm also recently hired Fahad Alebrahim as a 
Managing Director in its Private Wealth Manage-
ment business.

Goldman Sachs continues to scale its presence 
and reinforce its commitment to the Middle East 
as a strategic growth area for the fi rm across In-
vestment Banking, Asset Management and Private 
Wealth Management.

Major mergers ahead

Refl ecting on legacy

KPC plans CEO reshuffl e 
across oil sector in Nov

ACG to celebrate 50 yrs 
of global impact in 2025

By Najeh Bilal
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Oct 6: Oil companies 
affi liated with Kuwait Petroleum Cor-
poration (KPC) will witness organi-
zational changes at the chief execu-
tive offi cer (CEO) level in November 
to keep pace with the renaissance of 
the oil sector in the next stages of the 
2040 Oil Sector Strategy, say reliable 
sources.

Sources stated that the merger of 
oil companies affi liated with KPC will 
witness extensive activity before the 
end of this year or in 2026, especially 
since the strategy of the corporation is 
to merge the oil companies into four, 
following the tremendous success 
of the merger of Kuwait Petroleum 
Corporation (KPC) with Kuwait Na-
tional Petroleum Company (KNPC), 
which positively impacted the profi ts 
of KNPC. Sources pointed out that 
through the merger, KPC has recov-

ered from the losses it incurred in re-
cent years.

Sources revealed that in 2026, KPC 
will open the door to greater private sec-
tor participation in the renaissance of the 
oil industry by providing opportunities 
for Kuwaiti and international companies 
to enter the petrochemical industry, giv-
en the numerous existing private sector 
partnerships that contribute to support-
ing the budgets of oil companies. 

Sources explained that transferring 
the Shuaiba and Umm Al-Aish gas 
plants from Kuwait Oil Tanker Com-
pany (KOTC) to KNPC will lead to 
further expansion of gas cylinder pro-
duction in the local market, in addition 
to increasing KNPC’s profi ts.

Sources said KPC indicated that 
around 22,000 Kuwaitis employed 
in the oil sector welcome the merger, 
considering that KPC is committed to 
preserving employee benefi ts, espe-
cially since the oil sector provides job 
security for all its workers.

WASHINGTON, Oct 6: The Arab Co-
ordination Group (ACG) will mark 
its 50th anniversary with a high-level 
Golden Jubilee celebration on Octo-
ber 15, 2025, in Washington, D.C. The 
event will bring together global lead-
ers, partners, and stakeholders to honor 
fi ve decades of ACG’s contributions to 
sustainable development around the 
world. 

Under the theme “ACG at 50: 
United in Collaboration, Transform-
ing Development for a Sustainable Fu-
ture,” the Golden Jubilee will celebrate 
ACG’s legacy and look ahead to new 
opportunities for collective action and 
global impact. 

For fi ve decades, the ACG has 
played a vital role in tackling global 
development challenges, improving 
lives, building resilient communities, 
and driving inclusive growth. This 
event serves as an opportunity to re-
fl ect on achievements, share insights, 
and set the foundation for the future. 

The event will feature high-level 
discussions, engaging presentations, 
and video highlights – offering a 
shared vision for a more sustainable 
and prosperous world, guided by the 
Group’s core values and long-stand-
ing commitment to global partner-
ship. 

The Golden Jubilee will also high-
light key takeaways from the past 
years, showcasing how the ACG has 
evolved, adapted, and expanded its 
mission in response to a changing 
global landscape. Through collabora-
tion, innovation, and a steadfast com-
mitment to shared values, the Group 

has become a key player in shaping 
inclusive and sustainable development 
worldwide. 

About the Arab Coordination 
Group (ACG)

The Arab Coordination Group 
(ACG) is a strategic alliance that pro-
vides a coordinated response to devel-
opment fi nance. Since its establishment 
in 1975, ACG has been instrumental in 
developing economies and communi-
ties for a better future, providing more 
than 13,000 development loans to over 
160 countries around the globe. ACG 
works across the globe to support de-
veloping nations and create a lasting, 
positive impact. 

The Coordination Group is consid-
ered one of the most important and ef-
fective development partnerships at the 
international level. The group actively 
works to adopt the best global practices 
in sustainable development work. It also 
aims to align the efforts of these institu-
tions to achieve convergence and harmo-
nization in the policies governing their 
fi nancing operations. 

The Group comprises 10 national, 
regional, and international institu-
tions, including the Abu Dhabi Fund 
for Development,  the Arab Bank for 
Economic Development in Africa, 
the Arab Fund for Economic and So-
cial Development, the Arab Gulf Pro-
gramme for Development, the Arab 
Monetary Fund, the Islamic Develop-
ment Bank, the Kuwait Fund for Arab 
Economic Development, the OPEC 
Fund for International Development, 
the Qatar Fund for Development and 
the Saudi Fund for Development. 

Amiri Diwan photo
His Highness the Amir Sheikh Meshal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah receives Goldman Sachs CEO 

David Solomon and his accompanying delegation.

Part of its successful sponsorship of the 2025 edition of Academy X

Agility KSCP and CODED train 500 young females in Kuwait
KUWAIT CITY, Oct 6:  Agility KSCP, a supply chain 
services, infrastructure and innovation company, an-
nounces the successful conclusion of the 2025 edition 
of the Academy X program, with more than 500 fe-
male students in Kuwait graduated, as part of its on-
going strategic partnership with CODED Academy.

Academy X was initially introduced as a pilot 
under the Kuwait Codes initiative in 2023 called 
‘Ra’idat Al Taqniya’ and offi cially rolled out as Acad-
emy X in 2024. With its most recent graduates, Acad-
emy X has now completed its second successful year, 
hosting three cohorts and equipping participants with 
essential technical and AI skills, empowering them to 
be future tech ambassadors for Kuwait.

During the closing ceremony, Agility KSCP rec-
ognized the outstanding achievements of female stu-
dents by presenting the “Best Tech Feature Award” 
for Academy X 2025. The award was given to Lara 
Younis Ali, whose project stood out for its innova-
tion, technical excellence, and practical impact. This 

award underscores how young female students are 
able to transform their innovative ideas into tangi-

ble solutions that make a real difference in society, 
through technology.

Agility KSCP continues to invest in youth devel-
opment through partnerships with leading non-profi ts 
that expand access to technical and vocational edu-
cation. Its collaboration with CODED Academy is a 
standout example. Since 2023, Academy X has grown 
steadily, equipping more than 800 young women 
with coding and entrepreneurship skills to date. The 
broader partnership with CODED, which began in 
2022, has reached over 3,100 female students.

Through its CSR program, Agility highlights the 
vital contribution of the private sector in driving 
youth development and nurturing innovation in Ku-
wait. In 2025, Agility aims to reach over 5,000 indi-
viduals in Kuwait with initiatives centered on educa-
tion, technology, and entrepreneurship—continuing 
a legacy of over 20 years of partnerships that have 
already benefi ted more than 51,000 individuals in 
Kuwait.

Successful conclusion of the 2025 edition of the Academy X program.

Agility receives an award from CODED CEO Ah-
mad Marafi  in recognition of its strategic partner-

ship.
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Strategy built on four pillars: training, digitalization, payments, and branch upgrades

NBK’s Consumer and Digital Banking Group unveils ambitious
fi ve-year 2030 Vision & strategy centered on customers’ needs
KUWAIT CITY, Oct 6: At an event attended by a large gath-
ering of National Bank of Kuwait (NBK) employees along-
side the Bank’s senior executives, the Consumer and Digital 
Banking Group unveiled its five-year strategy, marking a 
pivotal milestone in the bank’s journey to redefine customer 
experience, accelerate digital innovation, and create new op-
portunities while reinforcing its leadership in the banking 
sector.

The Consumer and Digital Banking Group team played a 
prominent role in discussing the new strategy, examining its 
core pillars and strategic objectives before the audience, reaf-
fi rming the central role of the Bank’s human capital in driving 
and delivering its long-term vision.

Building on more than a decade of success, the new strategy 
underscores NBK’s commitment to staying ahead of market 
developments and evolving customer expectations, while con-
tinuing to deliver innovative, seamless, and personalized bank-
ing experience.

Speaking at the event, Mr. Mohammed Al-Othman, Chief 
Executive Offi cer of Consumer & Digital Banking Group at 
NBK, stated: “In today’s highly competitive market, success 
is no longer defi ned by what we achieve today, but by how 
well we prepare for tomorrow. Our new strategy serves as an 
engine of progress, placing our customers fi rmly at its core 
while anticipating their future needs. It builds on a legacy of 
more than a decade of achievements. We take pride in the many 
milestones we have achieved, but sustaining this momentum 
is essential. The time has come to be even more prepared for 
a future that demands agility, continuous innovation, and an 
unwavering commitment to excellence.”

“The new strategy embodies our innovation-driven iden-
tity, with our customers always at the center of everything 
we do at NBK. It is designed to unlock new capabilities and 
invest in the future of banking, by empowering our people, 
accelerating digital adoption, and engaging with our cus-
tomers in innovative ways that suit their diverse lifestyles,” 
Al-Othman added.

Proactive Vision and Flexibility
The strategy announcement featured a panel discussion with 

leading experts in economics and banking, who explored shifts 
in the banking sector, global economic developments, current 
challenges, and emerging trends shaping the next phase of the 
industry.

“This strategy is designed with built-in fl exibility to evolve 
with market dynamics, ensuring the Bank remains ahead of the 
curve, not only by responding to our customers’ needs, but by 
anticipating and shaping them,” Al-Othman stated. 

Al-Othman affi rmed that the new strategy builds on a track 
record of success achieved in recent years, driven by a proac-
tive vision across many of the Bank’s operations. He explained 
that the strategy is anchored on four key pillars, the fi rst of 
which focuses on training employees and developing compe-
tencies to ensure they are fully prepared to deliver the most 
advanced and innovative banking services.

The second pillar focuses on the modernization of the Bank’s 

digital infrastructure over recent years to support the next gen-
eration of digital services. This development contributed to 
NBK’s successful launch of Weyay Bank, Kuwait’s fi rst fully 
digital bank targeting the youth segment, which accounts for 
over 30% of the population. Since its launch in 2022, Weyay 
has consistently delivered results that have exceeded expecta-
tions.

The third pillar focuses on enhancing and developing the 
Bank’s payment systems to meet international standards. 
This effort has yielded significant achievements, includ-
ing the introduction of several services for the first time in 

Kuwait, such as Samsung Pay, Apple Pay, Fitbit Pay and 
Garmin Pay. Additionally, the recent acquisition of UPay-
ments further strengthens the Consumer Banking Group’s 
role in the payments sector and supports the Bank’s vision 
of accelerating digital growth.

Furthermore, Al-Othman emphasized that the moderniza-
tion of the Bank’s branches represents a cornerstone of the 
Consumer Banking Group’s comprehensive and proactive 
development vision. The initiative is designed to elevate the 
customer experience through extensive upgrades across key 
branches, including Al-Siddiq, Al-Agaila, and Al-Dasma. 
He added that, in recent years, the Bank has also focused on 
the holistic enhancement of its product offerings, including 
bank cards, aimed at strengthening customer loyalty and re-
affirming NBK’s enduring commitment to staying close to 
its customers.

“With the advanced digital infrastructure, we are no longer 
just interacting with customers, we are understanding their be-
havior and anticipating their aspirations. This forward-looking 
vision, combined with our operational agility, empowers us to 
deliver exceptional and sustainable value, while reaffi rming 
NBK’s position as a distinguished leader in the banking indus-
try, “ he noted. 

Unparalleled Leadership
Through this integrated vision, NBK’s Consumer and Digital 

Banking Group aims not only to accelerate its digital transfor-
mation but also to establish unparalleled leadership. This lead-
ership is grounded in data-driven innovation and the cultivation 
of proactive, long-term partnerships with customers, ensuring 
that NBK remains the fi rst choice for those seeking a fi nancial 
partner who not only meets their current needs but also helps 
shape their fi nancial future.

NBK has already started executing its new strategy through 
targeted strategic initiatives and key partnerships that are 
broadening its footprint in emerging sectors.The Bank views 
the rapid developments in the fi ntech sector not as mere chal-
lenges, but as promising opportunities to enhance its competi-
tiveness and deliver greater value to its customers.

NBK continues to leverage its comprehensive technological 
infrastructure and advanced digital solutions to further advance 
the concept of modern banking, connecting the capabilities of 
its digital systems with its large youth base through Weyay. 
Harnessing deep data and analytics to deliver proactive and 
pioneering banking experiences, NBK maintains its leadership 
in Kuwait’s digital banking sector. The Bank also invests in 
talent to provide exceptional customer experiences, solidifying 
its position as the preferred choice for clients seeking reliable, 
modern, and forward-looking fi nancial services, and reinforc-
ing its status as the most prepared institution for the future of 
banking.

Through this evolving strategic vision, NBK’s Consumer and 
Digital Banking Group seeks to deepen customer engagement, 
accelerate digital transformation, and deliver greater value by 
leveraging advanced technologies and innovative products de-
signed to meet the evolving needs of its customers.

Mohammed Al-Othman speaking about the new strategy.

 Al-Othman: 
■ At NBK, we don’t wait for change, we drive it
■ Our new vision redefi nes customer experience and 

strengthens our market leadership
■ Our strategy places the customer at the center of eve-

ry decision
■ Our competitive edge lies in our proactive fl exibility 

and deep understanding of customer needs
■ By investing in effi ciencies and data, we deliver a 

seamless banking experience tailoredto the evolving 
needs of our customers

■ Our success stems from agility and innovation in a 
constantly evolving market

■ Understanding and addressing our customers’ evolv-
ing needs forms the cornerstone of our next-genera-
tion banking products and services

■ We proactively deliver exceptional banking experienc-
es that inspire trust and strengthen customer loyalty

■ Innovation lies at the heart of our identity, while pro-
active thinking remains the key of NBK’s leadership 
across the markets where we operate

■ We view the rapid evolution of the fi ntech sector as an 
opportunity to enhance our competitiveness

A discussion session on the sidelines of the announcement of the new strategy.

Discussion on the sidelines of the strategy announcement event.

Salah Al-Fulaij, Mohammed Al-Othman, Emad Al-Ablani, and Hisham Al Nusif were 
among the attendees.

NBK sets course for next phase of digital transformation and market leadership.
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Initiative aims to empower children as safety and sustainability advocates within their communities

ALSAYER Group shapes future generations with road safety and sustainability awareness

KUWAIT CITY, Oct 6: As part of 
its ongoing commitment to promot-
ing safety & community engage-
ment, ALSAYER Group recently 
delivered an impactful road safety 
awareness session on 29-30 Sep-
tember 2025 to 200 students from 
the Reborn Kids Education Acad-
emy. This 2-day initiative reflects 
ALSAYER Group’s dedication to 
fostering a culture of responsibil-
ity and care among Kuwait’s youth. 
Early road safety awareness teaches 
children to develop essential skills, 
attitudes & behaviours to become 
a generation of responsible road 
users&this ensures safe mobility 
for all. 

Recognizing the growing impor-
tance of road safety in an increas-
ingly mobile society, ALSAYER 
Group designed the “Buckle Up: 
Road Safety Program” to educate 
children on essential traffic rules 
mainly wearing seat belts and pe-
destrian safety measures. The ses-
sion focused on helping students 
identify road signs, understand 
safe crossing and driving practices, 
and learn about the consequences 

of traffic accidents. Each student 
actively participated in the Road 
Safety Pledge, formally committing 
to adhere to traffic regulations, con-
sistently wear seatbelts, and pro-
mote vigilance and caution among 

their friends and family members. 
Through interactive lessons, games 
and quizzes ALSAYER emphasis 
to instill these values early; these 
practical program support to reduce 
future risks and promote safer road 

behaviors among new generations. 
In addition to its safety-focused 

agenda, the event also highlighted 
ALSAYER Group’s commitment 
to environmental stewardship. 
Through the presentation of Toyota 

and Lexus Plug In Hybrid vehicles, 
the Group showcased Toyota’s inno-
vations in Hybrid and EV segments. 
Miniature models of Hydrogen Fuel 
Cell cars excited young minds to 
know the cleaner and sustainable 

mobility solutions committed by 
The Toyota Motor Corporation. The 
session introduced students to vari-
ous forms of sustainable energy, 
including solar, wind, and hydro, 
reinforcing the importance of envi-
ronmental responsibility alongside 
road safety. 

ALSAYER Group recognizes that 
children have a powerful infl uence 
in shaping positive behaviors within 
their families and communities. Ac-
cording to Eng. Nehad Al-Haj Ali, 
Group Manager of Corporate Excel-
lence, this initiative is designed to 
“empower young people to become 
champions of safety and sustainabil-
ity.” He emphasized that ALSAYER 
Group remains committed to driv-
ing long-term cultural transforma-
tion and supporting the growth of a 
more responsible and conscientious 
society.

This awareness campaign is part of 
ALSAYER Group’s broader Corpo-
rate Sustainability & Responsibility 
strategy, which emphasizes collabo-
ration with educational institutions to 
build a safer, healthier&more sustain-
able future for all.

Interactive lessons, games, and Road Safety Pledge engage students in promoting safe behaviors.

Shares surge 25%

AMD to supply chips for OpenAI’s 
next generation AI infrastructure

WASHINGTON, Oct 6, (AP): 
Semiconductor maker AMD will 
supply its chips to artifi cial intel-
ligence company OpenAI as part 
of an agreement to team up on 
building artifi cial intelligence in-
frastructure, the companies said 
Monday.

OpenAI will also get the option 
to buy as much as a 10% stake in 
AMD, according to a joint state-
ment announcing the deal. It’s the 
latest deal for the ChatGPT maker 
as it races to beef up its AI com-
puting resources. 

Under the terms of the deal, 
OpenAI will buy the latest version 
of the company’s high perfor-
mance graphics chips, the Instinct 
MI450, which is expected to debut 
next year.

The agreement calls for sup-
plying 6 gigawatts of computing 
power for OpenAI’s “next genera-
tion” AI infrastructure, with the 
fi rst batch of chips worth 1 giga-
watt to be deployed in the second 
half of 2026.

AMD also issued OpenAI with 
a warrant allowing the AI compa-
ny to buy up to 160 million shares 
of AMD’s common stock. That 
amounts to about 10% of com-
pany based on AMD’s 1.6 billion 
outstanding shares. The warrant 

will vest based on two milestones 
tied to the amount of computing 
power deployed, as well as un-
specifi ed “share-price targets.” 

Shares of AMD spiked 25% 
before the opening bell Monday. 
Shares of Nvidia, which have re-
peatedly set new record-highs this 
year, fell slightly.

“This partnership is a major 
step in building the compute ca-
pacity needed to realize AI’s full 
potential,” OpenAI CEO Sam 
Altman, said in a news release. 
“AMD’s leadership in high-per-
formance chips will enable us to 
accelerate progress and bring the 
benefi ts of advanced AI to eve-
ryone faster.”

The deal is a boost for Santa 
Clara, Calif.-based AMD, which 
has been left behind by rival Nvid-
ia. But it also hints at OpenAI’s 
desire to diversify its supply chain 
away from Nvidia’s dominance. 
The AI boom has fuelled demand 
for Nvidia’s graphics processing 
chips, sending its shares soaring 
and making it the world’s most 
valuable company.

Last month, OpenAI and Nvidia 
announced a $100 billion partner-
ship that will add at least 10 gi-
gawatts of data center computing 
power.

Launches initiatives, discounts, and pink lighting for Breast Cancer Awareness Month

Gulf Bank champions women’s health and empowerment
KUWAIT CITY, Oct 6: In line with its 
unwavering commitment to corporate 
social responsibility and its role as a 
leading fi nancial institution, Gulf Bank 
has once again placed women’s health 
and empowerment at the forefront of 
its agenda. This October, the Bank an-
nounced a comprehensive program of 
initiatives and activities in recognition 
of Breast Cancer Awareness Month, 
an international campaign dedicated 
to raising awareness and encouraging 
early detection.

As part of this program, Gulf Bank 
illuminated its iconic headquarters in 
pink, sending a powerful message of 
solidarity with women and families af-
fected by breast cancer. This symbolic 
gesture serves not only as a visible re-
minder of the importance of awareness 
but also refl ects the Bank’s ongoing 
mission to drive impactful change in 
society by championing health, well-
ness, and empowerment.

Gulf Bank’s October agenda extends 
well beyond awareness. The Bank has 
committed the entire month to a series of 
initiatives designed to support the physi-
cal, mental, and emotional well-being 
of employees and clients. This refl ects 
the institution’s broader CSR strategy, 
which prioritizes human capital develop-
ment and the creation of inclusive, sup-
portive environments where individuals 
are empowered to thrive.

Among the key initiatives, the 
Bank partnered with IMAGES Center 
to launch the “Your Health Always 
Comes First” campaign, dedicated to 
the health and well-being of female 
employees. This initiative provides ac-

cess to preliminary medical check-ups 
and ultrasound screenings, along with 
exclusive discounts on mammograms 
and MRIs for those requiring further 
testing. By offering preventive health-
care services, Gulf Bank underscores 
the critical importance of early detec-
tion in reducing the risks associated 
with breast cancer.

Complementing this, Gulf Bank in-
troduced the “Break the Routine” pro-
gram for employees across all depart-
ments. Recognizing that well-being is 
not limited to physical health alone, 
this initiative encourages staff to step 
outside their daily routines and en-
gage in activities that foster relaxation, 
balance, and overall wellness. High-
lights include a special after-hours 
movie screening, offering employees a 
chance to unwind and connect outside 

of the workplace in a healthy, stress-
free environment.

In addition to its employee-
focused programs, Gulf Bank has 
extended its wellness efforts to its 
female clients, reinforcing its dedi-
cation to women empowerment in 
every sphere. The Bank introduced a 
range of exclusive benefits for hold-
ers of its credit and prepaid cards, in-
cluding the specially designed “Rose 
Gold” card for women.

Through partnerships with leading 
private hospitals and health clubs, Gulf 
Bank cardholders now enjoy discounts 
of up to 50% on essential health ser-
vices, fi tness memberships, and well-
ness packages. These offers refl ect the 
Bank’s recognition of women’s evolv-
ing needs and its commitment to de-
signing fi nancial and lifestyle solutions 

that empower women to prioritize their 
health and well-being.

For Gulf Bank, Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month is part of a much 
broader, long-term commitment to 
CSR and sustainability. Each year, 
the Bank takes part in health-related 
campaigns and awareness drives that 
reinforce the importance of preven-
tion, access, and education. Breast 
cancer awareness remains a central 
pillar of these efforts, with a focus on 
encouraging women to undergo regu-
lar screenings, engage in preventive 
healthcare, and foster open dialogue 
about their well-being.

The Bank’s initiatives are rooted 
in a philosophy that sees women as 
vital contributors to both the work-
place and the community. Gulf Bank’s 
CSR strategy is aligned with its wider 
sustainability framework, which em-
phasizes gender equity, employee em-
powerment, and social development. 
By continuously investing in women-
focused initiatives, Gulf Bank aspires 
to drive long-lasting impact, empow-
ering women to safeguard their health, 
pursue their ambitions, and play a cen-
tral role in shaping a stronger, healthier 
society.

Through these initiatives, Gulf 
Bank is reaffirming its position as a 
socially responsible institution that 
goes beyond banking. The Bank’s 
October campaign demonstrates its 
capacity to blend symbolic gestures 
with practical action from illuminat-
ing its headquarters in pink to pro-
viding tangible health services and 
exclusive client benefits.

Gulf Bank lights up its main building, one of the capital’s heritage buildings, 
in pink.

China’s boycott and tariffs deepen pressure on US farmers

Trump plans aid package for US soybean farmers while seeking trade deal with China
WASHINGTON, Oct 6, (AP): President Donald Trump is planning a sig-
nifi cant aid package to U.S. soybean farmers to help them survive China’s 
boycott of American beans in response to his trade war even as the president 
says he is still seeking a soybean deal with Beijing.

But farmers are worried that time is quickly running out to reach a deal in 
time to sell any of this year’s crop to their biggest customer.

Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent on Thursday said on CNBC that the 
public could expect news of “substantial support for our farmers, especially 
the soybean farmers” as soon as Tuesday.

Details of the aid package are unknown, but it would come as the world’s 
two largest economies have been unable to reach a trade deal and China has 
halted purchases of U.S. beans. China, the biggest foreign buyer of Ameri-
can soybeans for many years, last bought American beans in May and has 
not bought any for this harvest season, which began in September.

“The Soybean Farmers of our Country are being hurt because China is, 
for ‘negotiating’ reasons only, not buying,” Trump wrote in a Truth Social 
post on Wednesday. “We’ve made so much money on Tariffs, that we are 
going to take a small portion of that money, and help our Farmers.”

“I’ll be meeting with President Xi, of China, in four weeks, and Soybeans 
will be a major topic of discussion,” Trump wrote.

The soybeans that China imports largely for oil extraction and animal 
feed are an important crop for U.S. agriculture because they are the 
top U.S. food export, accounting for about 14% of all farm goods sent 
overseas and China has been buying 25% of all American soybeans in 
recent years. 

U.S. farmers grew $60.7 billion worth of soybeans, or nearly 4.3 billion 
bushels, in the 2022-2023 marketing year, according to the American Soy-
bean Association. Just over half were exported. Illinois is the top soybean 
growing state, but Iowa, Nebraska and Minnesota are also large producers.

Trump and Chinese President Xi Jinping are expected to meet on the 
sidelines of the annual summit of the Asia Pacifi c Economic Cooperation 
grouping, to be held at the end of October in South Korea.

In Trump’s fi rst trade war with China, he gave American farmers more 
than $22 billion in aid payments in 2019 and nearly $46 billion in 2020, 
though the latter also included aid related to the COVID pandemic.

Caleb Ragland, a Kentucky farmer who serves as president of the Ameri-
can Soybean Association, welcomed Trump acknowledging the diffi culties 
faced by farmers. He said actions are needed to prevent many farmers from 
going out of business.

Before the trade war, farmers were already pinched by high costs and low 
crop prices, he said. Then, their biggest customer vanished.

“It’s just unfortunate that we’re being used as a bargaining chip in this 
trade war that’s not of our own doing,” Ragland said.

He said time is running low for the two governments to strike a deal, 
because China has already ordered soybeans from countries such as Brazil 
and Argentina for deliveries through December and, if there’s no soybean 
deal soon, China could skip the U.S. entirely.

“If they get another couple months, they’re into new crop soybeans in 
Brazil and Argentina. And they’re going to bypass us altogether if we’re 
not careful,” Ragland said.

China has slapped 20% tariffs on U.S. soybeans since Trump announced 
his tariffs on the world in the spring, making U.S. beans uncompetitive in 
price.

The retaliatory tariffs are in response to Trump’s new import taxes on 
Chinese goods over allegations that Beijing has failed to stem the fl ow of 
chemicals used to make fentanyl as well as Trump’s across-the-board “Lib-

eration Day” tariffs, which have been reduced to the 10% baseline rate.
Observers say China could ease tariffs on U.S. farm goods should the 

White House walk back on fentanyl-related tariffs. That has yet to happen.
The White House “has not prioritized fentanyl” since this spring, said 

Sun Yun, director of the China program at the Washington-based think tank 
Stimson Center. She said Wang Xiaohong, China’s public security minis-
ter, showed up in Geneva in May but met no counterpart from the U.S. to 
negotiate with.

But it is not time yet to write off a soybean deal, she said. “China still 
needs to have something to show for at the leadership meeting in South 
Korea,” Sun said.

Gabriel Wildau, managing director of the consultancy Teneo, said a soy-
bean deal is “the lowest-hanging fruit” for both governments. 

“China needs beans, and the U.S. has them to sell. It costs China basically 
nothing to shift towards U.S. beans and away from Brazil and Argentina,” 
Wildau said. “If Washington and Beijing can’t reach a deal on soybeans, 
then they don’t have much hope of reaching a deal on thornier issues like 
export controls.”

Argentina is a sore subject for U.S. farmers right now because on Sep-
tember 24, Beijing took advantage of a tax holiday in Argentina and or-
dered nearly 2 million tons of Argentine soybean and soy products. The tax 
holiday came after the U.S. signaled it would provide a $20 billion support 
package to help stabilize the Latin American country’s economy. 

“That situation was angering to many farmers,” Ragland said. “And 
while I don’t think the specifi c intent was just to give a big chunk, give $20 
billion to Argentina so that they could send China soybeans. That was the 
result. And the optics of it look absolutely terrible.”

Government aid might be necessary to help farmers get through this year 
if they cannot sell to China, but farmers say they would rather sell their 
crops on the market.

“All farmers are proud of what they do and they don’t like handouts. 
We’d rather make it with our own two hands than have it handed to us,” 
Iowa farmer Robb Ewoldt said. 

Meanwhile, farmers like Ryan Mackenthun, a fi fth-generation farmer in 
south-central Minnesota, say they will do everything they can to survive.

“It’s defi nitely tighten the belt, to look at the inputs, look at the previous 
investments I made in fertilizer and see if I can stretch another year or two 
out of them to reduce costs but maintain the same yield projections, run 
equipment longer,” Mackenthun said.

Soybeans are harvested on the Warpup Farm in Warren, Ind., Wednesday, 
Sept. 17, 2025. (AP)
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Dwayne Johnson’s ‘Smashing Machine’ falls short

Swift’s ‘The Official Release Party’ debuts at No. 1 with $33M
LOS ANGELES, Oct 6, (AP): This 
weekend’s box offi ce belonged 
to two undeniable draws: Taylor 
Swift and Dwayne “The Rock” 
Johnson.

It might have looked like a 
heavyweight matchup, but Swift’s 
devoted fanbase once again proved 
unstoppable with her fi lm “The Of-
fi cial Release Party of a Show Girl,” 
which debuted at No. 1 with $33 
million in North America, accord-
ing to Sunday estimates from Com-
score. The AMC Theatres release 
-- announced only two weeks ago 
with minimal promotion -- served 
as a companion piece to Swift’s 
12th studio album, packaging mu-
sic videos, behind-the-scenes foot-
age and profanity-free lyric visuals 
into an 89-minute experience.

The fi lm played at all 540 AMC 
theaters in the US for three days, 
ending after Sunday. AMC aired 
the show in Mexico, Canada and 
across Europe.

“For Taylor Swift to harness the 
power of the movie theater to build 
her brand, create excitement among 
her fans, and create a communal 
experience outside of her touring, 
outside of her live performances, is 
really a stroke of genius,” said Paul 
Dergarabedian, the senior media ana-
lyst for Comscore. “To be able to add 
another $33 million to the box offi ce 
bottom line is much welcomed by 
theater owners who were looking for 
content for their big screens.” 

It comes nearly two years after 
her “The Eras Tour” concert fi lm 
opened to $96 million, with Swift 
extending her streak of box offi ce 
dominance.

Meanwhile, Johnson saw a more 
modest showing. His A24 drama 
“The Smashing Machine,” co-
starring Emily Blunt, opened in 
third place with a mere $6 million, 
trailing Paul Thomas Anderson’s 
“One Battle After Another,” which 
earned $11.1 million and has now 

accumulated $107 million globally. 
Despite strong reviews and a 

15-minute standing ovation at 
the Venice Film Festival -- where 

Johnson drew praise for portraying 
MMA legend Mark Kerr - the fi lm 
marked one of the lowest openings 
as a lead. 

“When major movie stars branch 
out into more indie roles, like Tom 
Cruise in ”Magnolia,” they’re try-
ing to redefi ne their career,” Derga-
rabedian said. “They can straddle 
both universes, so Dwayne Johnson 
and all the acclaim he’s getting. That 
prestige factor. That’s the currency. 
He knows box offi ce. He studies this 
and he’s a business person. But also 
realize that when you go outside of 
your comfort zone, it puts him in a 
certain light. ... Dwayne Johnson is 
redefi ning what he can do.”

Beyond the two marquee names, 
the rest of the weekend lineup of-
fered a wide mix ranging from ani-
mated adventures to horror sequels 
and international releases. 

DreamWorks Animation’s fam-
ily adventure “Gabby’s Dollhouse: 
The Movie” debuted in fourth place 
with $5.2 million, expanding the 
popular Netfl ix preschool series to 
the big screen. Warner Bros.’ su-
pernatural thriller “The Conjuring: 

Last Rites” followed in fi fth with 
$4 million, pulling in $458.2 mil-
lion globally.

In sixth was “Demon Slayer: 
Kimetsu no Yaiba - Infi nity Cas-
tle,” the latest entry in the hit Japa-
nese anime saga, earning $3.5 mil-
lion. A re-release of “Avatar: The 
Way of Water” made a splash in 
seventh with $3.1 million - a solid 
return for the 2022 blockbuster 
ahead of “Avatar: The Fire and 
Ash” on Dec. 19. 

Rounding out the top 10 were 
“The Strangers: Chapter 2” with 
$2.8 million, the IFC dark com-
edy “Good Boy” with $2.2 mil-
lion, marking the company’s sec-
ond-best opening weekend ever. 
“Kantara: A Legend - Chapter 1” 
with $1.7 million.

Dergarabedian said he’s looking 
forward to October fi lms such as 
“Tron: Ares,” “Kiss of the Spider 
Woman” and “Roofman,” starring 
Channing Tatum.

Taylor Swift performs at Wembley Stadium as part of her Eras Tour, 
June 21, 2024, in London. (AP)

‘A legend’

British author
Cooper dies

Valentino channels restrained 70s nostalgia

Chloe says it with printed flowers in Paris
PARIS, Oct 6, (AP): Chemena Kamali 
said it with fl ower prints. A good old-
style collection that set a few themes 
on the table and spent the rest of the 
Paris Fashion Week Sunday show re-
fi ning them - proof that focus can still 
feel new.

Kamali, now in her third stint at 
Chloé, knows the house from the 
inside. German-born like Karl La-
gerfeld, she worked here under both 
Phoebe Philo and Clare Waight Keller 
before returning as creative director 
last year.

Chloé was founded in 1952 by 
Gaby Aghion and is widely cred-
ited with inventing Parisian ready-
to-wear - a freer, more feminine al-
ternative to couture. Kamali’s vision 
taps that core: the romantic lightness 
and movement Aghion set in motion; 
Lagerfeld’s ’70s capes and lace; the 
2000s “Chloé girl” ease; fl ashes of 
Stella McCartney’s wit. The project 
remains clothes by women, for wom-
en - “intuitive” dressing that evolves 
like life itself.

The prints weren’t just pretty; they 
set the tempo. Then the silhouette 
widened: a trapeze line in pearlized 
yellow, coats and skirts layered, knot-
ted, and lightly gleaming - surface 
alive, structure calm. Color and the 
clean fl ash of leg kept the message 
Chloé: feminine without fuss.

One pastel look crystallized the 
mood - draped, ruched, pleated - its 
’80s maxi-shoulders and dropped 
waist drawing a long, confi dent line. 

The dropped hem returned in a gray 
coatdress with quiet authority. A tan 
coat-skirt, waist cinched, hovered be-
tween coat and dress and didn’t need 
to choose. Frills and belts threaded 
through like a house refrain.

The references were tuned rather 
than shouted: Lagerfeld’s ’70s fl uidi-
ty, the 2000s “Chloé girl,” a measured 
dose of ’80s structure to ground the 
fl oat. It read as memory put to work.

A caution remains. When shoulders 
harden and outerwear gains weight, 
Chloé’s natural freshness can dim. 
Here, that heft mostly served the line, 
though a couple of exits pressed the 

limit.
Valentino

Against strobe lights that sug-
gested seedy allure more than specta-
cle, Alessandro Michele’s Valentino 
collection Sunday showed restraint 
where once there was riot. Prim ’70s 
silhouettes - bows, ruching, velvet 
skirts - set a mood at Paris Fashion 
Week of controlled nostalgia.

The high point was a draped gold 
gown with a feathered white collar, 
evoking myth and Valentino’s Roman 
past. A polka-dot shirt, satin skirts 
split with bright yellow panels, and 
occasional colorblocking kept the ec-
lectic spirit alive, though without the 
exuberant force Michele has deployed 
before.

That was the story of the show: 
less spectacle, more editing. Where 
Michele’s early collections for the 
house, and his Gucci tenure before that, 
thrived on sheer overload - tassels, tur-
bans, ruffl es, references piled high - here 
he cut cleaner lines and pared styling 
back. The result felt more wearable, but 
also less astonishing.

Valentino’s identity is rooted in 
beauty and polish. Under founder 
Valentino Garavani, the house meant 
jet-set elegance and “Valentino red.” 
Under designer Pierpaolo Piccioli, it 
leaned into couture-like refi nement. 
Michele entered with a different tool 
kit: maximalist nostalgia, gender-fl uid 
styling, and deep archive mining. He 
has said the job is to “manipulate the 
past to make it now,” balancing mod-
ern maximalism with relevance so the 
brand doesn’t freeze in time.

Valentino, like other luxury houses, 
is also navigating a tougher market 
patch, with 2024 revenue report-
edly about $1.42 billion - roughly 3% 
lower than the year before - naturally 
adding pressure for collections that 
are not just faster to resonate but more 
clearly commercial.

That backdrop makes the contrast 
with Michele’s early seasons sharper. 
Last year’s return came stacked with 
bows, ruffl es, tassels, turbans and lav-
ish embroideries; accessories were “to 
the hilt,” and the casting and sets were 
theatrical. The January couture debut 
went further - crinolines and panniers, 
Fellini-style Roman notes, and a long 
list of old-Hollywood and ecclesias-
tical references. It proved range, but 

also raised the risk of costume.

Celine

Michael Rider’s second collection for 

Ce-

line, shown Sunday in the Parc de 
Saint-Cloud, confi rmed that his reset 
of the house is less rupture than weav-
ing together its many pasts.

Where his July debut toyed with 
former Celine designer Phoebe Philo’s 
minimalism and Hedi Slimane’s bour-
geois tailoring, at Paris Fashion Week 
Rider took a single motif - the foulard 
- and spun it into the season’s gram-
mar.

Scarves were no longer accessories. 
They became structure: stitched into 
long, fl uid dresses as if pieced from 
a dozen vintage squares; reshaped as 
silky tops; or peeking from the lining 
of an otherwise plain trench. Even 
handbags carried scarf fragments as 
decoration. 

Around that anchor, Rider played 
with contrasts. Seventies fl ower pow-
er re-emerged in psychedelic A-line 
minis with clean silhouettes, their 
retro exuberance tempered by mod-
ern restraint. Oversize men’s suiting - 
black, double-breasted, cut with assur-
ance - grounded the collection in sharp 
tailoring. A maxi skirt, buttoned and 
unbuttoned to reveal another layer be-
neath, nodded to both history and in-
vention, elegant and forward at once.

Quirks gave the show its edge: a 
multicolored banded arm sock, color-
blocked panels that signaled the re-
turn of a once-maligned trend. These 
touches recalled the “compellingly 
unsettling” play with proportion in his 
debut, suggesting that Rider’s strategy 
is less about imposing a total new look 
than about debating inheritance - a gen-
erational stance visible across fashion’s 
current musical-chairs season.

Paris Fashion Week has been 
marked by an unprecedented number 
of debuts - Jonathan Anderson at Dior, 
Jack McCollough and Lazaro Hernan-
dez at Loewe, Miguel Castro Freitas at 
Mugler, and Matthieu Blazy at Chanel 
coming on Monday.

For some, the lack of a radical break 
at LVMH’s third biggest fashion 
house may still frustrate. Rider’s fond-
ness for collage can read as hesitation. 

Yet Sunday’s show suggested con-
fi dence rather than doubt: a designer 
willing to fold Philo’s female-fi rst mini-
malism, Slimane’s bourgeois drama and 
his own preppy past into a coherent new 
language - one scarf at a time.

LONDON, Oct 6, (AP): Jilly Coo-
per, the bestselling British author 
known for her chronicles of class 
in risqué novels, including “Ri-
vals” and “Riders,” has died, her 
agent and family said Monday. 
She was 88.

The author died Sunday after a 
fall, said a statement from literary 
agency Curtis Brown, who repre-
sented her.

“Mum was the shining light in 
all of our lives,” her children, Felix 
and Emily, wrote. “Her unexpect-
ed death has come as a complete 
shock.”

Queen Camilla, the wife of King 
Charles III, called Cooper “a leg-
end” and recalled seeing the author 
recently at a book festival.

“I join my husband the King in 
sending our thoughts and sympa-
thies to all her family. And may her 
hereafter be filled with impossibly 
handsome men and devoted dogs,” 
Camilla wrote.

Cooper was best known for 
“The Rutshire Chronicles” series 
of novels, beginning with “Rid-
ers” in 1985, which portrayed the 
sex lives and excesses of the well-
off, horse-riding upper and middle 
classes in 1980s England.

One of the books, “Rivals,” was 
turned into a hit Disney+ TV series 
last year starring David Tennant 
and Alex Hassell.

Bill Scott-Kerr, her publisher, 
praised Cooper for her “wicked so-
cial commentary and deft, lacerat-
ing characterization.”

“She dissected the behavior, 
bad mostly, of the English upper 
middle classes with the sharpest of 
scalpels,” he said.

Her agent, Felicity Blunt, said 
Cooper “defined culture, writing 
and conversation since she was 
first published over 50 years ago.”

“Emotionally intelligent, fantasti-
cally generous, sharply observant and 
utter fun, Jilly Cooper will be deeply 
missed by all at Curtis Brown and on 
the set of ‘Rivals,’” she added.

Born in 1937 in Essex, near 
London, Cooper cut her teeth in 
journalism at a local newspaper 
in Brentford, covering everything 
from parties to soccer.

Fashion

A model presents creations from the ready-to-wear Spring/Summer 2026 
collections by Valentino during the Paris Fashion Week in Paris, France, 

on Oct. 5. (Xinhua)

A model wears a creation by Chloe 
during the Paris Fashion Week, in 

Paris. (AP)

A model presents creations from 
Valentino’s SS26 collection in Par-

is. (Xinhua)
A model wears a creation by Chloe in Paris. (AP) A model presents a creation as part of the Valentino’s 

SS26 collection in Paris. (AP)

Variety

LOS ANGELES: The Bowers Museum, a premier cultural 
art museum in US Southern California, hosted a series of 
events on Sunday to celebrate the Mid-Autumn Festival, 
one of China’s most important traditional holidays, known 
for moon gazing and family reunions.

Hundreds of visitors across the region gathered to en-
joy traditional Chinese performances, music and a fashion 
show, art activities, the tasting of mooncakes, and experi-
ence Chinese culture.

Zhang Jing, a visitor from Shanghai traveling in the 
United States with her family, called it a meaningful coin-
cidence to celebrate the festival abroad and said it offered 
a chance to see how Chinese culture is shared overseas.

A resident of Garden Grove in Orange County who 
identifi ed herself as Cat said she loves traditional Chinese 

instruments and music. Cultural events like this, she add-
ed, allow people to experience diverse traditions and offer 
Americans a window into Chinese culture.

Founded in 1936, the Bowers Museum has engaged in 
cooperation and exchange programs with Chinese muse-
ums. Its current exhibition, “World of the Terracotta War-
riors: New Archaeological Discoveries in Shaanxi in the 
21st Century,” showcases newly unearthed artifacts from 
Shaanxi Province along with immersive digital experienc-
es that bring China’s ancient civilization to life. (Xinhua)

❑      ❑      ❑

MUNICH: The 190th Oktoberfest came to a close Sunday, 
wrapping up the world’s largest folk festival with the tradi-
tional Bavarian marksmen’s gun salute in Munich.

Roughly 6.5 million visitors attended between Sept. 20 
and Sunday, German news agency dpa reported, including 
Arnold Schwarzenegger. The Austrian-born former gov-
ernor of California spontaneously conducted a live music 

band and the singing crowd in a beer tent on Sept. 26.
Schwarzenegger, dressed in a traditional Bavarian-style 

leather jacket, a buttoned-down shirt and jeans, was ac-
companied by his partner, Heather Milligan, and his son, 
Christopher.

The fairgrounds were closed for hours Wednesday as 
police searched the area due to a bomb threat linked to an 
explosion across town. 

During the initial investigation, a letter written by the 
suspect and found near the crime scene contained a “non-
specifi c” threat of explosives related to Oktoberfest, Ba-
varia police previously said.

Wednesday’s images showed police in fl uorescent vests 
patrolling nearly barren pavements near roller coasters 
and other rides and attractions. Revelers returned to the 
fairgrounds Wednesday evening after it was deemed safe. 
(AP)

❑      ❑      ❑

ADDIS ABABA, Ethiopia: Thousands gathered in Ethio-
pia’s capital, Addis Ababa, on Saturday for the East Af-
rican country’s thanksgiving festival, which is celebrated 
annually by the largest ethnic group, the Oromos, who 
were donning mostly white traditional attire.

The Irreecha festival is held to thank God, whom the 
Oromos call Waaqa. Some still practice the traditional 
Waaqqeffannaa, which is the worship of Waaqa.

“Irreecha is an important tradition that the Oromos 
treasure,” said Abbaa Gadaa Asmacha Foro, who was at-
tending the festival and had traveled from the West Shewa 
Zone in the country’s central Oromia region.

Representing approximately a third of Ethiopia’s nearly 
130 million population, the Oromo people use this annual 
festival to preach peace and unity.

“Irreecha is a vibrant thanksgiving festival that unites 
all the main clans of the Oromo,” said Robiya Bimam, a 
35-year-old hotelier and resident of Addis Ababa. (AP)

Author Jilly Cooper attends the 
UK special screening of the 
new Disney+ drama Rivals, at 
Ham Yard Hotel, central Lon-

don, Sept, 17, 2024. (AP)
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Podcasting set to reach 600 million listeners by 2026

Podcast boom reshapes media, draws new audiences, possibilities

A limestone pharaonic painting vanishes from Saqqara in Egypt

KUWAIT CITY, Oct 6, (KUNA): The podcast revolution 
is here and it has changed the media landscape, ushering in 
new audiences and possibilities, rivaling traditional media 
such as television, radio, and newspapers.

While some might think that podcasting is a new trend, it 
has actually been around since the early to mid-2000s.

The word “podcast” is a portmanteau of “iPod” and 
“broadcast” and in its basic form involves a set of micro-
phones, an interviewer and an interviewee, recording soft-
ware, as well as a method to broadcast -- usually through 
websites, streaming platforms, and other channels.

Podcasting has a huge impact in today’s world with Ger-
man analytics and statistics company (Statista) revealing that 
around 3.5 million podcasts exist with some 175 million daily 
episodes available for listening. Current statistics, according 
to the company, project that by 2026, there will be some 600 
million people listening to podcasts around the world.

When considering the economic impact of the medium, 
Statista revealed that advertising revenues reached around 
USD 4.46 billion in 2025, with the possibility of growth by 
4.7 percent to reach USD 5.36 billion by 2029.

Beyond the economy, podcasting played a major role in 
politics with Edison Research -- a leading provider of Audio 
Research, Election Research, and Market Research -- reveal-
ing that it impacted the last US election.

Current President Donald Trump took part in 20 podcast 
interviews in an effort to reach the largest voting base in 
2024, while his rival former Vice President Kamala Harris 
only did eight.

Trump’s participation in the podcast interviews helped 
garner 23 million listeners on a weekly basis, said Edison 
Research, while Harris only attracted 6.4 million.

The impact of podcasting is undeniable, and this was re-
flected in several KUNA interviews with local podcasters.

Ease of access to audiences is perhaps the most attrac-
tive quality of podcasting, said Faisal Al-Aqel, host of the 
Kuwaiti Podcast Bidon Waraq (without paper) as well as 
founder and CEO of Sard Group.

People before podcasts usually got their information from 
regular outlets such as radio and television; however, with 
the advent of digital platforms such as podcasts, the playing 
field has been reshaped and become highly competitive, said 
Al-Aqel.

He said that podcasts have no defined themes; they can 
cover any topic that comes to mind and without restriction, 
which could be viewed as a blessing or a curse.

Touching on the investment side of Podcasting, CEO and 
Founder of Hayat Vision, Khaleel Hayat, said that marketing 
in the podcasting world differs from traditional marketing.

The podcast advertising a product must focus on the audi-
ence and make sure the product fits the theme of the program 

or the topic of the podcast, he added, saying that there are some 
“smooth” strategies to introduce any product during the course 
of the program without it being apparent or too obvious.

Hayat said that companies had the right to reuse the ad-
vertisement even after its use in a podcast, affirming that this 
creates a thriving ecosystem for commerce, financing, and 
investments.

Providing an academic point of view, Professor of Media 
at Kuwait University (KU), Dr. Mohammad Al-Otaibi, af-
firmed that podcasts have transcended being a medium for 
entertainment, and have became impactful in all fields.

The interconnectivity between the audience and podcast-
ers and non-time-binding aspect of podcasting have made it 
more attractive to people, he asserted, predicting that tech-
nology would only make more leaps in the future, and push-
ing podcasts to become one of the main sources of informa-
tion and entertainment for years to come.

A limestone pharaonic painting has gone miss-
ing from Egypt’s famed Saqqara necropolis, be-
coming the latest artifact to disappear in a coun-
try known for its rich and lengthy history.

The painting was in the tomb of Khentika in the 
Saqqara necropolis outside Cairo, Mohamed Is-
mail, secretary-general of the Supreme Council 
of Antiquities, said Sunday. The mastaba tomb 
was found in the 1950s and hasn’t been opened 
since 2019.

Ismail’s statement said prosecutors were in-
vestigating the circumstances of the painting’s 
disappearance and didn’t give further details.

Egyptian media reported the painting exhib-
ited the ancient Egyptian calendar that divided 
the year into three seasons mirroring the Nile 
River’s ebb and flow. It included the flooding 

season, Akhet, the planting season, Proyat, and 
the harvest season, Shomu.

The tomb dates to the sixth dynasty of the an-
cient Old Kingdom - roughly from around 2700 
B.C. to 2200 B.C.

Cairo 24 news outlet reported that a British 
mission working in the tomb discovered the 
painting was missing in May. 

The tomb is one of the few mastaba tombs 
of ancient Egypt to have a curse inscribed on 
its facade. The inscriptions warned intruders 
they could face divine punishment, according 
to British Egyptologist Harry James, who co-
authored a research paper on the tomb in the 
1950s.

The Saqqara site is part of a sprawling ne-
cropolis at Egypt’s ancient capital of Memphis 

that includes the famed Giza Pyramids, the step 
pyramid of Djoser, as well as smaller pyramids 
at Abu Sir, Dahshur and Abu Ruwaysh. The 
ruins of Memphis were designated a UNESCO 
World Heritage site in the 1970s.

Sunday’s announcement came less than a 
month after an ancient pharaoh’s bracelet was 
stolen from the Egyptian Museum in Cairo and 
melted for its gold.

The gold bracelet with a lapis lazuli bead be-
longed to Pharaoh Amenemope, who reigned 
about 3,000 years ago. It was stolen on Sep. 
9 while officials at the museum were preparing 
artifacts for an exhibit in Italy. Authorities said it 
was taken from a restoration lab at the museum 
and funneled through a chain of dealers before 
being melted down. (AP)

Artifact Heritage

Egyptian antiquities workers dig at the site of the Step Pyramid of Djoser in Saqqara, 24 kms. (15 miles) southwest of Cairo, Jan. 26, 2023. (AP)

A legacy of truth, responsibility and transformation

Kuwait News Agency marks 49 years of
media leadership and digital innovation
KUWAIT CITY, Oct 6, (KUNA): 
Kuwait News Agency (KUNA) 
marked its 49th anniversary on 
Monday, a milestone reflecting a 
distinguished journey of journalistic 
integrity, national responsibility and 
continuous evolution to meet de-
mands of modern media and digital 
transformation.

Established by Decree No. 70 on 
October 6, 1976, KUNA has consis-
tently worked to solidify its position 
locally, regionally, and globally.

The agency has developed its 
news services, empowered national 
talent, and embraced forward-think-
ing initiatives to enhance its role as 
a trusted media platform.

Driven by its mission as a nation-
al media institution, KUNA has ded-
icated itself to advancing Kuwait’s 
interests by highlighting its just 
causes, supporting its comprehen-
sive development efforts, showcas-
ing its humanitarian contributions, 
and commitment to regional and 
global stability. 

KUNA’s journey is rooted in a 
clear institutional vision outlined 
in its founding decree, which en-
trusted the agency with the respon-
sibility of gathering and distributing 
accurate, unbiased news to counter 
misinformation and fill the regional 
news gap, while presenting facts to 
the global public with honesty and 
transparency. 

The decree also authorized 
KUNA to produce commentary, 
articles, studies and reports in po-
litical, economic, social, cultural, 
financial, and commercial domains, 
and to disseminate this content to 
newspapers, magazines, radio and 
television stations, and other media 
outlets both inside and outside Ku-
wait. 

Following its establishment, 
KUNA began building the infra-
structure to deliver its media mes-
sage through partnerships with 
government entities, NGOs, and 
regional, and international media 
institutions. 

In May 1977, KUNA collaborat-
ed with the Ministries of Commu-
nications and Information to install 
teleprinters for receiving news from 
Arab and international agencies, 
training staff to process and edit in-
coming reports. 

By March 1978, KUNA launched 
its local Arabic-language broadcast 
service with six hours a day, which 
expanded to 12 hours in June and 16 
hours by October of the same year. 

In November 1978, the agency 
began its Arabic-language interna-
tional broadcast with three hours 
daily, gradually increasing to 12 
hours. 

In November 1979, KUNA in-
troduced a special bulletin for Ku-
waiti embassies abroad, equipping 
them with the necessary equipment 
in coordination with the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs. At the time, 38 
embassies and consulates benefited 
from the service.

In 1980, KUNA began broadcast-
ing in the English language locally 
for four hours a day, increasing to 
eight hours by February 1981. In-
ternational English-language broad-
casts also expanded from three to 
four hours daily by January 1982. 

KUNA continued to enhance its 
services until the Iraqi invasion of 
Kuwait in August 1990, when its 
headquarters were looted and its 
equipment and archives were taken 
to Baghdad. 

Despite the devastation, KUNAs 
national staff quickly resumed op-
erations from abroad, broadcasting 

from its London office by October 
1990. During the invasion and un-
til Kuwaits liberation in 1991, the 
agency published over 16,110 news 
items. 

After liberation, KUNA resumed 
operations from its main office in 
Kuwait on November 15, 1991, 
proudly announcing the countrys 
liberation in coordination with glob-
al media outlets. Its photographers 
played a key role in documenting 
the destruction caused by the occu-
pation. 

KUNA launched a new phase in 
1992 when it activated its network 
of foreign correspondents, managed 
by skilled national professionals, to 
cover major events and Kuwaiti ac-
tivities worldwide. 

That same year, the agency in-
troduced an annual tradition of se-
lecting a “Person of the Year,” an 
individual or entity recognized for 
promoting peace and serving hu-
manity.

In 1994, KUNA launched a tele-
phone news service, through which 
a person could dial (120) to listen 
to local, regional and international 
news around the clock. 

To boost staff capabilities, KUNA 
established its Center for Develop-
ment of Media Skills in 1995, offer-
ing training not only to agency em-
ployees but also to professionals in 
both public and private sectors, in-
cluding media personnel from GCC 
countries. 

On March 31, 1997, the late Min-
ister of Information Sheikh Saud 
Nasser Al-Sabah inaugurated KU-
NAs new headquarters in Shuwaikh 
Area, representing the late Amir 
Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber 
Al-Sabah, ushering in a new era of 
growth. 

Media

KUNA photo
Kuwait News Agency (KUNA) building.

A Qatari boy looks at a falcon for sale in a shop in Doha, Qatar on 
Nov 19, 2022. (AP)

A tourism icon

Falconry in Qatar soars
as a timeless tradition

Leadership showdown

UNESCO picks new director
amid US exit and funding cut
PARIS, Oct 6, (AP): An Egyptian an-
tiquities professor and ex-tourism min-
ister is facing off against a Congolese 
economist who promoted schooling in 
refugee camps in a race to become the 
new director of UNESCO.

Whoever wins will inherit a world 
body reeling from the Trump admin-
istration’s recent decision to pull the 
United States out of UNESCO, por-
tending a big budget shortfall at the 
agency best known for its World Heri-
tage sites around the globe.

UNESCO’s executive board begins 
voting Monday to recommend either 
Khaled el-Enany or Firmin Édouard 
Matoko for the position of director-
general. The decision by the board, 
which represents 58 of the agency’s 
194 member states, is expected to be 
finalized by UNESCO’s general assem-
bly next month.

In addition to choosing and pro-

tecting World Heritage sites and 
traditions, the Paris-based United 
Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization works to en-
sure education for girls, promotes 
Holocaust awareness and funds sci-
entific research in developing coun-
tries, among other activities. Outgo-
ing UNESCO chief Audrey Azoulay 
notably led a high-profile effort to 
rebuild the ancient Iraqi city of Mo-
sul after it was devastated under the 
Islamic State group.

UNESCO has also long been plagued 
by accusations of mismanagement and 
waste.

Trump argues that the agency, which 
voted in 2011 to admit Palestine as a 
member, is too politicized and anti-
Israel. US supporters of UNESCO, 
meanwhile, say withdrawing Washing-
ton’s support allows China to play an 
outsized role in the world body.

DOHA, Oct 6, (Xinhua): In Qatar, 
falconry is more than a sport. It is 
a centuries-old tradition that con-
tinues to soar, linking the nation’s 
Bedouin past with its modern cul-
tural identity.

Once practiced out of necessity 
for survival and hunting, Falconry 
holds a special place in Qatar’s his-
tory. For Bedouins, falcons were 
once indispensable for hunting in 
the desert’s harsh environment. 
Over generations, this necessity 
evolved into a symbol of patience, 
precision, and pride.

At the heart of Doha, the Fal-
con Souq, located beside the 
landmark Souq Waqif, serves as 
a living museum of this tradition. 
The market draws both locals and 
tourists eager to admire the birds, 
watch skilled trainers at work, 
and learn about their remarkable 
abilities. Shopkeepers explain the 
differences between species and 
demonstrate traditional handling 
techniques.

“Falconry and hunting are an-
cient hobbies passed down from 
fathers to their children. It is both 
a sport and a tradition,” said Kha-
lid Mohamed, manager of one 
of Qatar’s falcon centers. “In the 
past, falcons were mainly used for 
hunting, but today most are trained 
for competitions and festivals that 
celebrate cultural and recreational 
heritage.”

In recent years, falconry in Qa-
tar has embraced modern science. 
Specialized breeding centers now 
replace wild catching, produc-
ing lineages with superior skills 
and physical traits. These centers 
employ incubation systems and 
genetic tracking to ensure healthy 
breeding.

“In earlier times, falcons were 
raised and trained to hunt in the 
wild. Now everything happens in 
controlled environments, using 
specialized technology that im-
proves both the bird’s health and 
performance,” Khalid explained.

The nearby Souq Waqif Falcon 
Hospital is one of the region’s most 
advanced facilities, offering check-
ups, surgeries, and microchipping 
to ensure professional care. Each 
falcon has its own identification 
and health card -- required for 
competitions or travel with a “fal-

con passport.”
“Anyone who owns a falcon 

must understand the bird’s health, 
behavior, and proper maintenance. 
But things have become much eas-
ier thanks to specialized hospitals 
and centers that diagnose and treat 
falcon diseases quickly.” Khalid 
added.

Beyond trading falcons, the souq 
also houses skilled artisans who 
produce the traditional equipment 
that supports the sport. Leather 
craftsmen spend years perfecting 
the art of hand-stitching burga (fal-
con hoods), gloves, and perches us-
ing fine camel or goat leather.

“I have worked in this industry 
for 10 years,” Mohamed, a crafts-
man, said while polishing a hand-
made hood. “Every piece must be 
precise. These are not just prod-
ucts, they are part of the falcon’s 
identity.”

In Qatar, the Qatar International 
Falcons and Hunting Festival, 
known locally as Marmi, is one of 
the most highly anticipated sport-
ing events each winter, featuring 
categories such as Al Mazayen 
(beauty contest), Hadad Al-Tahadi 
(hunting challenge), and speed 
races.

Winners receive prize money of 
up to 700,000 Qatari riyals (about 
192,000 U.S. dollars) for first place 
in the beauty category, while other 
contests award as much as 400,000 
Qatari riyals in cash, and even lux-
ury vehicles.

The growing popularity of fal-
conry has driven up the prices of 
falcons. According to shopkeep-
ers at Falcon Souq, a young falcon 
typically costs around 2,000 Qatari 
riyals, while an elite bird trained 
for competition can sell for 70,000 
Qatari riyals or more. Exceptional 
specimens have been known to 
reach prices exceeding 100,000 
Qatari riyals.

As demand continues to rise, Qa-
tar’s falconry market has emerged 
as a key economic and cultural 
sector, providing jobs for breeders, 
veterinarians, artisans, and event 
organizers.

From the vast desert skies of 
its origin to the modern skyline of 
Doha, falconry has become an em-
bodiment of Qatari pride, expertise, 
and enduring passion.
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Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic Development (KFAED) marks World Mental Health Day & Pink October with an awareness event.

Event highlights mental health issues in breast cancer patients

A pediatrician explains how to find support

KFAED hosts awareness event on mental health, breast cancer

Breastfeeding is ideal for both child
and parent health, but it’s not easy

KUWAIT CITY, Oct 6: Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic 
Development (KFAED) hosted a special event today at its 
headquarters to commemorate World Mental Health Day 
and Breast Cancer Awareness Month (Pink October). The 
event was held under the patronage of Acting Director Gen-
eral, Waleed Shamlan Al-Bahar, and saw the participation of 
several institutions, hospitals, and health and medical cent-
ers from both the state and private sectors.

In his opening remarks, Al-Bahar reaffi rmed KFAED’s 
longstanding commitment to supporting health initiatives 
and promoting international partnerships aimed at building 
a healthier and more humane future. He stated, “This ini-
tiative stems from our belief that both physical and mental 

health are the cornerstone of human and societal develop-
ment.”

Al-Bahar emphasized that “this event serves as a renewed 
collective commitment to one of the key pillars of sustain-
able development. He further noted that since its inception, 
Kuwait Fund has recognized the importance of investing in 
human capital, placing the healthcare sector among its top 
priorities. This has been refl ected in KFAED’s development 
and humanitarian projects, which have included support for 
primary healthcare programs, hospitals, rehabilitation cent-
ers, and medical research facilities in numerous friendly 
countries, particularly in communities affected by environ-
mental disasters, confl ict, and refugee crises.”

The event featured a panel discussion addressing the 
mental health challenges faced by breast cancer patients. 
The panel brought together leading experts, including Dr. 
Fahad Al-Enezi, Head of the Medical Authority at the Ku-
wait Cancer Control Center; Dr. Mariam Al-Otaibi, Presi-
dent of the Oncology Society; Dr. Salah Fayadh, Clinical 
Oncology Consultant; Dr. Al-Anoud Al-Sumait, Senior 
Clinical Dietitian; and Dr. Andy Baldwin, Clinical Psy-
chologist.

During the session, participants stressed the crucial role 
of mental health in the treatment and recovery journey of 
breast cancer patients, highlighting that mental well-being is 
an integral component of overall health. Enhancing mental 

health, they noted, can signifi cantly improve patients’ qual-
ity of life and treatment responsiveness.

The panelists also underscored the importance of increas-
ing awareness about early detection, educating the public 
about risk factors, encouraging regular screenings and pre-
ventive measures, and combating misinformation and myths 
surrounding the disease and its diagnosis.

The event concluded with a recognition ceremony, during 
which the Acting Director General of the Kuwait Fund pre-
sented commemorative plaques to the participating experts 
in appreciation of their signifi cant contributions to diagnosis, 
treatment, research, patient care, and public awareness ef-
forts.

The Conversation is an independent and nonprofit 
source of news, analysis and commentary from aca-
demic experts.

❑      ❑      ❑

By Ann Kellams
University of Virginia

As a pediatrician, I thought my medical background and 
pediatric training meant I would be well prepared to 

breastfeed my newborn. I knew all about the research on 
how an infant’s diet can affect both their short- and long-
term health. Compared to formula, breastfeeding is linked 
to a lower risk of sudden infant death syndrome, lower 
rates of infections and hospitalizations and a lower risk 
of developing diabetes later in life. Breastfeeding can also 
provide health benefits to the parent.

But I struggled to breastfeed my own firstborn. I was 
exhausted and in pain. My nipples were bleeding and my 
breasts swollen. I worried about whether my baby was get-
ting enough to eat. And I was leaking breast milk all over 
the place. I found myself asking questions familiar to many 
new parents: What in the world is going on with breast-
feeding? Can I keep this up when I go back to work? How 
does a breast pump even work? Why doesn’t anyone know 
how to help me? And why are some families able to start 
breastfeeding and never look back?

The American Academy of Pediatrics recommends 
caregivers breastfeed their child for up to two years. How-
ever, many new parents are unable to reach these breast-
feeding goals and find it very difficult to get breastfeeding 
going. Combined with inadequate support, some blame 
themselves or feel like less than a good parent. 

While over 80% of families start out breastfeeding their 
baby, roughly 19% of newborns have already received in-
fant formula two days after birth. Around half of families 
are able to breastfeed their babies six months after birth and 
only 36% at 12 months.

Inspired by my own and my patients’ experiences with 
breastfeeding, I sought extra training in the field of breast-
feeding and lactation medicine. Now, as a board-certified 
physician in breastfeeding and lactation medicine, I wanted 
to understand how pregnant and breastfeeding parents - 
and those who care for them - perceive breastfeeding. How 
do they define breastfeeding success? What would make 
breastfeeding easier, especially for underserved communi-
ties with some of the lowest breastfeeding rates in the US.

Research
In partnership with the Academy of Breastfeeding Medi-

cine and Reaching Our Sisters Everywhere, a nonprofit fo-
cused on supporting breastfeeding among Black families, 
my team and I started a research project to identify the key 
components of a successful breastfeeding journey as de-
fined by parents. We also wanted to determine what would 
enable families to achieve their breastfeeding goals.

To do this, we asked a range of parents and experts in the 
field of breastfeeding and lactation medicine about what 
would make breastfeeding easier for families. We recruit-
ed participants through social media, listservs and at the 
Academy of Breastfeeding Medicine’s annual international 
meeting, inviting them to provide feedback through virtual 
listening sessions, online surveys and in-person gatherings. 

What we found is fascinating. From the perspective of 
the parents we talked to, success for breastfeeding had less 
to do with how long or to what extent they exclusively 
breastfed. Rather, success had a lot more to do with their 
experience with breastfeeding and whether they had the 
support they needed to make it possible. 

Support included someone who could listen and help 
them with breastfeeding; communities that welcomed 
breastfeeding in public; and supportive loved ones, friends 
and workplaces. Having their questions about breastfeed-
ing answered in accessible and practical ways through re-
sources such as breastfeeding and lactation professionals 

in their area, peer support and websites with reliable, trust-
worthy information was also important to helping them feel 
successful in breastfeeding.

Important questions about breastfeeding also arose 
from these conversations. How can hospitals, clinics and 
health care workers make sure that breastfeeding support 
is available to everyone and is equitable? What education 
do health care professionals need about breastfeeding, and 
what are barriers to them getting that education? How 
should those in health care prepare families to breastfeed 
before the baby is born? And how can the care team ensure 
that families know when and how to get help for breast-
feeding problems?

The good news is that most of the problems raised within 
our study are solvable. But it will take an investment in 
resources and support for breastfeeding, including training 
health care workers on troubleshooting common problems 
such as nipple pain, ineffective latch and concerns about 
breast milk production.

Practices
Commercial infant formula is a US$55 billion dollar in-

dustry. And yet, most formula use would not be necessary 
were barriers to breastfeeding reduced. 

Research shows that the marketing practices of commer-
cial infant formula companies are predatory, pervasive and 
misleading. They target not only families but also health 
care workers. During my medical training, commercial in-
fant formula companies would give us lectures, free lunch-
es, and books and calculators, and my fellow residents and 
I knew the representatives by name. As a medical director 
of a newborn unit, I saw these companies stocking our hos-
pital shelves with commercial infant formula and building 
relationships with our nursing staff. These companies profit 
when breastfeeding goes wrong.

This is not to say that commercial infant formula is a 
bad thing. When breastfeeding isn’t possible, it can be life-
saving. But in some cases, because the US doesn’t provide 
universal paid maternity leave and not all workplaces are 
supportive of breastfeeding, parents may find themselves 
relying on commercial infant formula.

Thinking about breast milk and commercial infant for-
mula less as a question of lifestyle or brand choices and 
more as an important health care decision can help families 
make more informed choices. And health care providers 
can consider thinking about infant formula as a medicine 
for when it is necessary to ensure adequate nutrition, put-
ting more focus on helping families learn about and suc-
cessfully breastfeed. 

As the saying goes, it takes a village to raise a child, and 
breastfeeding is no exception - it is a team sport that calls 
upon everyone to help new parents achieve this personal 
and public health goal. 

What can you do differently to support breastfeeding in 
your family, neighborhood, workplace and community?

When I am educating new or expectant families about 
breastfeeding, I emphasize skin-to-skin contact whenever 
the parent is awake and able to monitor and respond to baby. 
I recommend offering the breast with every feeding cue, un-
til the baby seems content and satisfied after each feeding. 

Manually expressing drops of milk into the baby’s mouth 
after each feeding can boost their intake and also ensure the 
parent’s body is getting signaled to make more milk. 

If your family has concerns about whether the baby is 
getting enough milk, before reaching for formula, ask a lac-
tation consultant or medical professional who specializes 
in breastfeeding how to tell whether everything is going as 
expected. Introducing formula can lead to decreased milk 
production, the baby preferring artificial nipples over the 
breast and stopping breastfeeding earlier than planned. 

Some parents are truly unable to continue breastfeeding 
for various reasons, and they should not feel ashamed or 
stigmatized by it.

Finally, give yourself time for breastfeeding to feel rou-
tine - both you and baby are learning. (AP)

PepsiCo revamps products Rift Valley fever kills 11 in Senegal

Hope for new cancer, autoimmune therapies

Snack and drink coloring going natural Bangladesh dengue deaths reach 212

Nobel Prize in medicine goes to trio
for work on human immune system

VALHALLA, New York, Oct 6, (AP): 
Pepsi has a new challenge: keeping 
products like Gatorade and Cheetos 
vivid and colorful without the artificial 
dyes that US consumers are increasingly 
rejecting.

PepsiCo, which also makes Dori-
tos, Cap’n Crunch cereal, Funyuns and 
Mountain Dew, announced in April that 
it would accelerate a planned shift to us-
ing natural colors in its foods and bev-
erages. Around 40% of its US products 
now contain synthetic dyes, according 
to the company.

But just as it took decades for artifi-
cial colors to seep into PepsiCo’s prod-
ucts, removing them is likely to be a 
multi-year process. The company said 
it’s still finding new ingredients, testing 
consumers’ responses and waiting for 
the US Food and Drug Administration 
to approve natural alternatives. PepsiCo 

hasn’t committed to meeting the Trump 
administration’s goal of phasing out 
petroleum-based synthetic dyes by the 
end of 2026. 

“We’re not going to launch a product 
that the consumer’s not going to enjoy,” 
said Chris Coleman, PepsiCo’s senior 

director for food research and develop-
ment in North America. “We need to 
make sure the product is right.”

Coleman said it can take two or three 
years to shift a product from an artifi-
cial color to a natural one. PepsiCo has 
to identify a natural ingredient that will 
have a stable shelf life and not change 
a product’s flavor. Then it must ensure 
the availability of a safe and adequate 
supply. The company tests prototypes 
with trained experts and panels of 
consumers, then makes sure the new 
formula won’t snag its manufacturing 
process. It also has to design new pack-
aging.

Tostitos and Lay’s will be the first 
PepsiCo brands to make the shift, with 
naturally dyed tortilla and potato chips 
expected on store shelves later this year 
and naturally dyed dips due to be on sale 
early next year. 

DHAKA, Oct 6, (Xinhua): Dengue fe-
ver claimed nine lives in Bangladesh 
on Sunday, marking the country’s high-
est single-day death toll this year and 
bringing the total fatalities to 212, the 
Directorate General of Health Services 
(DGHS) said.

The data showed Bangladesh also 
recorded its highest single-day dengue 
admissions this year, with 1,042 patients 
hospitalized in the past 24 hours as of 
8:00 a.m. local time Sunday, raising the 
total number of cases of the mosquito-
borne disease to 49,907 so far this year.

In order to curb the further spread of 
dengue, Bangladeshi health authorities 
have strengthened measures to check 
the breeding of mosquitoes and conduct 
anti-larval operations.

Dengue fever, typically a monsoon-
season illness in Bangladesh, is now 
spreading beyond its usual June-Sep-

tember period. 
Meanwhile,  Laos has recorded 9,372 

dengue fever cases, including one death, 
from January to September 2025, ac-
cording to the Ministry of Health.

According to the ministry’s report 
on Monday, the highest number of 
cases occurred in Lao capital Vientiane, 
where 4,738 were reported, while 1,034 
cases were recorded in Oudomxay prov-
ince, and 693 in Vientiane province.

Dengue fever has also caused one 
death in Lao capital Vientiane.

The Lao government has urged health 
officials and medical staff nationwide to 
enhance the management of dengue fe-
ver cases to prevent a major outbreak.

Laos’ Ministry of Health will con-
tinue to work with its partners to reduce 
dengue incidence, urging the public to 
remain vigilant in preventing the spread 
of dengue and reducing the risk of in-

fection. 
❑      ❑      ❑

Rift Valley fever: Eleven people have 
died from Rift Valley fever in Senegal, 
out of 78 confirmed cases since the dis-
ease was first reported on Sept. 21 in the 
northern Saint-Louis region, the Health 
and Public Hygiene Ministry said Sat-
urday.

Authorities urged the public to remain 
vigilant, strictly follow preventive mea-
sures and cooperate with health workers 
and volunteers to contain the outbreak.

The health minister, along with the 
minister of agriculture and livestock, 
traveled to Saint-Louis after attending a 
regional epidemic management meeting 
in Louga, said the ministry. Rift Valley 
fever spreads to humans through contact 
with the blood or bodily fluids of infect-
ed animals or through mosquito bites. 

STOCKHOLM, Oct 6, (AP): Mary E. 
Brunkow, Fred Ramsdell and Dr. Shi-
mon Sakaguchi won the Nobel Prize in 
medicine Monday for their discoveries 
concerning peripheral immune tolerance.

Brunkow, 64, is a senior program 
manager at the Institute for Systems 
Biology in Seattle. Ramsdell, 64, is a 
scientific adviser for Sonoma Biother-
apeutics in San Francisco. Sakaguchi, 
74, is a distinguished professor at the 
Immunology Frontier Research Center 
at Osaka University in Japan.

“Their discoveries have been deci-
sive for our understanding of how the 
immune system functions and why we 
do not all develop serious autoimmune 
diseases,” Olle Kämpe, chair of the 
Nobel Committee, said.

The award, officially known as the 
Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medi-
cine, is the first of the 2025 Nobel Prize 
announcements and was announced by 
a panel at the Karolinska Institute in 
Stockholm.

The physics prize will be announced 
on Tuesday, chemistry on Wednesday 
and literature on Thursday. The Nobel 
Peace Prize will be announced Friday 
and the Nobel Memorial Prize in eco-
nomics Oct. 13.

The award ceremony will be Dec. 
10, the anniversary of the death of Al-
fred Nobel, who founded the prizes. 
Nobel was a wealthy Swedish industri-
alist and the inventor of dynamite. He 
died in 1896.

The trio will share prize money of 

11 million Swedish kronor (nearly 
$1.2 million).

The immune system has many over-
lapping systems to detect and fight 
bacteria, viruses and other intruders. 
Key immune warriors such as T cells 
get trained on how to spot bad actors. 
If some instead go awry in a way that 
might trigger autoimmune diseases, 
they’re supposed to be eliminated in 
the thymus - a process called central 
tolerance.

The Nobel winners unraveled an ad-
ditional way the body keeps the system 
in check.

The Nobel Committee said it started 
with Sakaguchi’s discovery in 1995 of 
a previously unknown T cell subtype 
now known as regulatory T cells or 
T-regs. Then in 2001, Brunkow and 
Ramsdell discovered a culprit muta-
tion in a gene named Foxp3, a gene 
that also plays a role in a rare human 
autoimmune disease.

Brunkow said she and Ramsdell 
were working together at a biotech 
company, investigating why a particu-
lar strain of mice had an over-active 
immune system. They had to work 
with brand-new techniques to find the 
mouse gene behind the problem - but 
quickly realized it could be a major 
player in human health, too.

“From a DNA level, it was a really 
small alteration that caused this mas-
sive change to how the immune system 
works,” she told AP.

Two years later, Sakaguchi linked 

the discoveries to show that the Foxp3 
gene controls the development of those 
T-regs - which in turn act as a security 
guard to find and curb other forms of T 
cells that overreact.

The work opened a new field of im-
munology, said Karolinska Institute 
rheumatology professor Marie Wahren-
Herlenius. Researchers around the 
world now are working to use regula-
tory T cells to develop treatments for 
autoimmune diseases and cancer.

Dr. Jonathan Schneck, a pathology 
professor at Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity, is among those who study T cells. 
He said that until the trio’s research 
published, immunologists didn’t un-
derstand the complexity of how the 
body differentiates foreign cells from 
its own and how it can tamp down an 
overreaction.

The discoveries haven’t yet led to 
new therapies, Schneck cautioned. But 
“it’s incredibly important to empha-
size, this work started back in 1995 
and we’re reaping the benefits but yet 
have many more benefits we can reap” 
as scientists build on their work.

Thomas Perlmann, secretary-gener-
al of the Nobel Committee, said he was 
only able to reach Sakaguchi by phone 
Monday morning.

“I got hold of him at his lab and he 
sounded incredibly grateful, expressed 
that it was a fantastic honor. He was 
quite taken by the news,” Perlmann 
said. He added that he left voicemails 
for Brunkow and Ramsdell.

Beverages and colorings are dis-
played at PepsiCo’s R&D Campus, 
in Valhalla, NY, Friday, Sept. 19, 

2025. (AP) 

A screen showing the photos of Mary E Brunkow, Fred Ramsdell and Shimon Sakaguchi  who were awarded the 
Nobel Prize in Medicine or Physiology, at the Nobel Assembly of the Karolinska Institute, in Stockholm, Sweden, 

Monday, Oct. 6. (AP)
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Van Gisbergen wins 5th straight road course race

Logano clinches fi nal playoff spot in dramatic Charlotte fi nish
CONCORD, N.C., Oct 6, (AP): Joey Logano, winner 
of two of the last three Cup Series championships, 
was never been part of the conversation of potential 
elimination from NASCAR playoffs. 

At least not until Sunday’s race at Charlotte Mo-
tor Speedway, where the Team Penske driver found 
himself struggling most of the race and in a tense bat-
tle with Ross Chastain for the fi nal spot in the round 
of eight.

The two swapped the fi nal transfer spot multiple 
times as NASCAR prepared to cut the fi eld from 12 
drivers to eight ahead of the third round of the play-
offs. Chastain was in, then it was Logano, then the 
two were tied with Logano holding the tie-breaker. 

Logano, on fresher tires, worked his way through 
the fi eld for every point possible. Chastain was nurs-
ing old Goodyears and holding off every challenging 
driver closing quickly in his rearview mirror. 

But then came Denny Hamlin, who for the sec-
ond week in a row played a pivotal role in the fi nish 
and the playoff fi eld. A week ago, his hard racing of 
Bubba Wallace kept Wallace from winning at Kansas 
Speedway and ultimately led to Wallace being elimi-

nated from the playoffs.
This time it was chasing down Chastain. The two 

cars had contact, Chastain spun, and crossed the fi n-
ish line backward in 21st, one spot behind Logano. It 
was enough to give Logano the fi nal spot in the third 
round of the playoffs and eliminate Chastain.

An animated Hamlin on pit road complained to 
his No. 11 crew that he was not made aware of the 
situation and would not have passed Chastain had he 
known it would benefi t three-time Cup Series cham-
pion Logano.

“I didn’t know anything about anything on that 
last run, I wasn’t very good,” Hamlin said. “I saw 
(Chastain) and I didn’t know anything about anything 
going on. I didn’t know. I thought I was racing for 
about 18th. I just wish I knew so I could have been 
either prepared or made a different decision.”

Shane van Gisbergen, meanwhile, won his fi fth 
consecutive race on a road or street course. Charlotte, 
called The Roval in this confi guration, is a hybrid 
road course/oval. 

The theory headed into Charlotte was that van Gis-
bergen had the race locked up and the only way a 

driver below the cutline could save his championship 
chances was if the New Zealander was beat. 

Kyle Larson and Christopher Bell both put tough 
challenges on van Gisbergen, but van Gisbergen 
emerged from a car-slamming battle with Larson 
through the turns with 14 laps remaining and took the 
lead for good with 11 laps remaining. 

That eliminated any shot for Tyler Reddick and 
Wallace of 23XI Racing, or Austin Cindric of Team 
Penske, claiming the fi nal playoff position. Chastain 
of Trackhouse Racing remained in the hunt, though, 
as Logano couldn’t get his Penske Ford running well 
enough to secure his spot in the playoffs. 

“Everybody was telling me how close it was going 
to be there. We’re still in. We’re still alive, baby,” 
Logano said as he reveled in a loud chorus of fan 
booing. “I knew it was within a point there, and I 
knew we were going to be tied there at the end and 
Ross was going to do whatever he had to do to make 
it happen.

“If you want drama, the playoffs bring it every 
time. What an entertaining fi nish there. We’ve still 
got a shot.”

Shane van Gisbergen does a burnout after winning a NASCAR Cup Series 
auto race at Charlotte Motor Speedway in Concord, N.C. (AP)

‘Crucial to the success of tournament’

Trump-Infantino connection 
driving the World Cup 2026
WASHINGTON, Oct 6, (AP): The 
plan started coming together inside 
a luxury box at MetLife Stadium.

As the Premier League’s 
Chelsea was on its way to a shut-
out victory at the Club World Cup 
final in July, President Donald 
Trump and FIFA President Gianni 
Infantino were deep in discussion 
at the New Jersey sports complex 
outside New York City on another 
matter: where the draw for next 
year’s World Cup would be held.

The high-drama spectacle 
decides which teams will face each 
other in the group stage of soccer’s 
most prestigious tournament, 
along with the competition sched-
ule. It was widely expected to 
unfold in Las Vegas, home to the 
1994 draw when the U.S. last host-
ed the World Cup and a natural 
backdrop for glitz. But since at 
least March, officials had privately 
discussed bringing the draw to 
Washington, home to a showman 
president who regularly hugs the 
spotlight associated with sports. 

So during that July match in the 
stadium that will also host the final 
game of next year’s World Cup, 
Trump and Infantino agreed to get 
going on holding the draw in the 
U.S. capital - namely, the Kennedy 
Center, another institution that 
Trump reshaped to his liking.

“During that Club World Cup 
final, there was a real seriousness 
to well, look, if we’re going to do 
this, we’ve got to do it now,” 
Andrew Giuliani, executive direc-
tor of the White House FIFA task 
force, told The Associated Press. 
“That’s when talks heated up 
between the president and Mr. 
Infantino in terms of getting this 
done.”

The collaboration over the draw, 
slated for Dec. 5, illustrates the 
bond that has formed between 
Trump and Infantino, described by 
the U.S. president as “probably the 
most respected man in sports.” The 
relationship will come into even 
sharper focus as the World Cup 
approaches, jointly hosted by the 
U.S., Mexico, and Canada. 

Despite his affinity for sports, 
Trump is known more for his ties 
to golf and football than soccer. 
But his awareness of the sport was 
spurred in part by his youngest 
son, Barron, who is such a soccer 
fan that he had a net in the first 
lady’s garden during Trump’s first 
term.

Trump’s interest only grew 
when the U.S. won World Cup 
hosting rights in 2018. Shortly 
after the U.S. was awarded the 
tournament, Trump hosted 
Infantino at the White House. The 
relationship flourished in 2020 as 
both men plotted their futures.

During a dinner that January at 
the global economic summit in 
Davos, near FIFA’s home in 
Zurich, Infantino called the U.S. 
president “my great friend.” 

Trump, always appreciative of a 
compliment, responded by inviting 
Infantino to a White House signing 
event for the Abraham Accords, 
which sought to normalize diplo-
matic relations between Israel and 
several Arab countries.

The FIFA leader has made sure 
to cultivate close ties with nations 
hosting the World Cup.

Infantino appeared to relish pub-
lic meetings with Russian President 
Vladimir Putin before, during, and 
after that country hosted the 2018 
World Cup. He would later relo-
cate to Doha ahead of the 2022 
World Cup in Qatar, emerging as a 
strong defender of the tiny Gulf 
state that was fiercely criticized for 
its treatment of the hundreds of 
thousands of migrant workers 
needed to build essential stadiums, 
transport projects, and hotels. 

Infantino has framed his close 
relationship with Trump as “cru-
cial” to the success of the World 
Cup, a massive operation that relies 
on expansive cooperation with fed-
eral, state, and local governments. 

As the connection between 
Trump and Infantino deepened, 
Joe Biden dashed Trump’s hopes 
of staying in the White House. For 
the next four years, Infantino’s ties 
to Washington were far more lim-
ited. The two leaders had a brief 
meeting on the sidelines of the 
Group of 20 summit in Bali, 
Indonesia, in November 2022.

Second gentleman Douglas 
Emhoff also met with Infantino 
when he traveled for the Women’s 
World Cup in July 2023.

Preparations for the World Cup 
under Biden were under the radar 
by design, according to one senior 
official for that administration who 
requested anonymity to discuss 
internal deliberations. Even though 
the administration had its own 
World Cup 2026 task force, Biden 
aides were aware of sensitivities 
surrounding large gatherings so 
soon after the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. They also were careful not to 
overtly promote a relationship with 
FIFA, which had sidelined the 
U.S. Soccer Federation in its tradi-
tional role in coordinating a home 
World Cup.

Trump’s disappointment about 
missing out on the World Cup 
would prove to be unfounded after 
he was elected to a second, non-
consecutive term last year.

Since that victory, Infantino’s 
embrace of Trump has been gush-
ing. He promptly congratulated 
him the day after Election Day, 
was at Mar-a-Lago, Trump’s South 
Florida club, during the presiden-
tial transition, and had a prime seat 
at his January inauguration. Trump 
called Infantino a “winner” in a 
video played at the Miami draw for 
the Club World Cup in December, 
which was attended by daughter 
Ivanka and son-in-law Jared 
Kushner. 

In this fi le photo, President Donald Trump holds the FIFA World 
Cup Winners Trophy as FIFA President Gianni Infantino looks on 
during an announcement in the Oval Offi ce of the White House in 

Washington. (AP)

Las Vegas Aces center A’ja Wilson (22) works toward the basket as Phoenix Mercury forward DeWanna Bonner (14) and guard Sami Whitcomb (33) 
defend during the second half in Game 2 of the WNBA basketball fi nals in Las Vegas. (AP)

Young explodes for 32 points, Aces
extend lead over Mercury in Finals

Jackie sets record with 21 points in third quarter

LAS VEGAS, Oct 6, (AP): 
Jackie Young, exhausted 
from the grueling fi ve-game 
semifi nal series against In-
diana, wasn’t quite her-
self when the Aces began 
the WNBA Finals against 
Phoenix and even did some-
thing rare in the opener. 
She asked out of the game.

But after a day of rest, there was 
no stopping Young on Sunday.

She set a fi nals record with 21 
points in the third quarter, fi nish-
ing with 32 to carry Las Vegas to a 
91-78 victory over the Mercury and 
2-0 series lead.

Game 3 is Wednesday in Phoenix, 
where the Aces hope to put a strangle-
hold on the series as they chase their 
third title in four years. The Mercury 
have the tall task of needing to win four 
of five games to capture their fourth 
championship, which would tie the 
WNBA record.

Young, who tied a career playoff 
high in total points, fell just short of 
the league record of 22 points for any 
postseason quarter. Three players 
have accomplished that, most recently 
in 2021 when Young’s teammate, 
Jewell Loyd, hit that number for 
Seattle against the Mercury.

“We had a couple of play calls for 
her, but it was really her being really 
aggressive and in attack mode,” Aces 

coach Becky Hammon said. “I’m 
always spurring her on to be in attack 
mode. ... When she hits the 3-ball and 
gets a couple to go down, it becomes 
difficult for her to be defended because 
she’s fast, she’s big, strong.”

Young’s performance was quite an 
answer to the Aces’ Game 1 victory on 
Friday, when she scored 10 points and 
made just 3 of 13 shots.

“My shots were very short,” Young 
said. “I was getting everything I want-
ed in Game 1, but they were darts. I 
was trying to change it, but just didn’t 
have it. Luckily, we have a lot of great 
players on this team.” 

Four-time league MVP A’ja Wilson 
scored 20 of her 28 points in the first 
half and had 14 rebounds. Had Wilson 
scored two more points, the Aces 
would’ve been the first team to have 
two 30-point scorers in a WNBA 
Finals game.

“Take the numbers away, I’m so 
proud of Jackie,” Wilson said. “When 
you see someone who works so hard 
every single day and then you get to 
see the hard work paying off, it’s a 
beautiful thing to witness. I’m just so 
grateful to be her teammate and come 
to work with her every single day.” 

Chelsea Gray finished with 10 points 

and 10 assists, her fifth playoff double-
double in those categories, moving her 
into fourth in playoff history. She also 
had eight rebounds, three blocked 
shots, and three steals. 

Kahleah Copper led the Mercury 
with 23 points, Satou Sabally scored 
22, and Alyssa Thomas had 10 while 
coping with foul trouble much of the 
game. 

Sabally injured her right ankle in the 
fourth quarter, but Mercury coach Nate 
Tibbetts said he didn’t have an update 
on her status. Phoenix brought Sabally 
to the news conference room, usually a 
sign that a player isn’t seriously 
injured, and she said, “I’m fine.” 

Like in Game 1 when they began 
with a 10-2 lead, the Mercury came 
out strong, scoring the first seven 
points. Phoenix wound up with 27 
points in the first quarter, but then the 
Aces held the Mercury to a combined 
24 points over the following two peri-
ods.

By that point, the Aces had taken 
charge, leading 76-51 going into the 
fourth and eventually going up by as 
much as 22 points.

Any team Hammon in a Game 2 in 
Las Vegas is asking for trouble. She 
ran her record to 9-0 with this victory, 
the average margin being more than 17 
points.

Now it’s on to Game 3.
“We’re excited to go play in our 

home arena,” Tibbetts said. “Vegas did 
what they’re supposed to do. I think we 
played a really good Game 1, and they 
came out and were ready today.”

Incident between Piastri and Norris overshadows McLaren’s title win
SINGAPORE, Oct 6, (AP): Lando Norris 
had a clear answer to any critics of his hard-
charging pass on teammate and title rival 
Oscar Piastri at the Singapore Grand Prix.

“Anyone on the grid would have done ex-
actly the same thing as what I did,” he said. 
“So I think if you fault me for just going up 
the inside and putting my car on the inside 
of a big gap then, yeah, I think you shouldn’t 
be in Formula 1.”

McLaren secured the constructors’ title, 
its reward for one of the most dominant sea-

sons by a team in Formula 1. How to handle 
the other title fi ght between Piastri and Nor-
ris is a question which won’t go away. 

McLaren had to deal with Piastri asking 
over the radio whether the team was “cool 
with Lando just barging me out of the way” 
after they banged wheels on the opening lap 
as Norris passed his teammate.

Chief executive Zak Brown said McLaren 
was just “letting them race” but the team’s 
hands-on role in managing its drivers’ title 
fi ght this year means its decision not to in-

tervene Sunday faced scrutiny.
It was almost the ideal start from fi fth for 

Norris, who sped past Kimi Antonelli and 
went wheel-to-wheel to pass Piastri in the 
fi rst three corners. 

“It was slippery, still wet in a lot of places” 
after pre-race rain, Norris said. “But it’s racing 
and I put it on the inside. I had a small correc-
tion but nothing more than that. It was good 
racing.” Norris later said the contact with Pias-
tri only happened after he’d also touched Max 
Verstappen, who was ahead on the other side.

McLaren has intervened in on-track ac-
tion before under its “papaya rules”, asking 
Piastri to give back a place when Norris had 
a slow pit stop in Italy last month. The team 
didn’t get involved Sunday and Piastri made 
his feelings clear.

“That’s not fair,” Piastri said over the ra-
dio after being told McLaren thought Norris 
had been trying to avoid Verstappen when 
he hit Piastri. The Australian questioned 
Norris’ driving “if he has to avoid another 
car by crashing into his teammate.”

Las Vegas Aces guard Jackie Young (0) shoots over Phoenix Mercury for-
ward Natasha Mack (4) during the second half in Game 2 of the WNBA 

basketball fi nals in Las Vegas. (AP)

Best of the Rest
Boca reaches Group A summit: Boca Juniors climbed to the top of 
Argentina’s Primera Division Group A standings on Sunday with a 5-0 home vic-
tory over Newell’s Old Boys.

Milton Jimenez struck two early goals before Ayrton Costa added a third just 
after the hour at La Bombonera. Brian Aguirre and Lautaro Blanco completed the 
rout as Boca strolled to its fourth win of the campaign. (Xinhua) 

❑     ❑     ❑

Palmeiras beats Sao Paulo to lead Serie A: Palmeiras recovered from two 
goals down to climb to the top of Brazil’s Serie A on Sunday with a 3-2 away win 
over Sao Paulo.

The hosts raced to a two-goal lead courtesy of early strikes from Luciano and 
Gonzalo Tapia before former Barcelona forward Vitor Roque pulled a goal back 
with a 70th-minute header.

Jose Lopez equalized with a long-range effort and Ramon Sosa completed the 
turnaround by heading home in the 89th minute following Anibal Moreno’s cross.

After the match Palmeiras manager Abel Ferreira said the introduction of Allan, 
Bruno Fuchs and Mauricio at halftime had changed the course of the match. (Xinhua)



SPORTS
ARAB TIMES, TUESDAY, OCTOBER 7, 2025

15

Spirited battles among three dynamic teams

Blue Phoenixes and Red Raptors dominate IDAK-KDD Duo Badminton & Chess Championship

KUWAIT CITY, Oct 6: The much-awaited IDAK–KDD Duo Bad-
minton & Chess Championship 2025 unfolded in high spirits at the 
VBA Courts, Al Sahel Sports Club, Abu Halifa, on Friday, 3rd Oc-
tober. The tournament combined energy, teamwork, and sporting ex-
cellence in an atmosphere of camaraderie. 

The championship was organized and executed by the IDAK 
Sports Committee, led by Dr. Eldho George (Chair) and Dr. Ren-
jit George (Co-Chair), along with committee members Dr. Anjana 
Nair, Dr. Varsha Manmohan, Dr. Sharon Thomas, and Dr. Abraham 
Thomas. 

The event was inaugurated by IDAK President Dr. George P. Alex, 
in the presence of sponsor KDD representative Mr. Anand Kumar 
Harith, Manager Business System KDD, with Al Mulla Exchange 
being the offi cial remittance partner. 

The tournament witnessed spirited battles among the three dynamic 
teams – Red Raptors, Green Dragons, and Blue Phoenixes

Badminton Highlights
The Blue Phoenixes stormed to victory, clinching the champion-

ship title, while the Green Dragons secured the runners-up spot. In 
recognition of individual brilliance, Dr. Ashwin was named Best 

Male Player, and Ms. Shruthi Vagvala was awarded Best Female 
Player. 

Chess Highlights
The Red Raptors reigned supreme in the chess arena, taking home 

the team championship, while the Blue Phoenixes fi nished as run-
ners-up. Dr. Natesh was crowned Best Player, followed by Mr. Firoz 
(1st runner-up) and Dr. Sisira (2nd runner-up).

Referees Mr. Sunil and Mr. Shyam (Badminton), along with Chief 
Arbiter Mr. Anand and Arbiter Ms. Niranjana (Chess), ensured fair-
ness and discipline throughout the matches.

The successful event also involved dedicated efforts from Dr. 
George, Dr. Roshila, Dr. Sudhin, Dr. Asheel, Dr. Rahul, and Dr. 
Thomas for a smooth execution. At the same time, Dr. Jijan, Dr. San-
tosh, and Dr. Nithin captured the vibrant spirit of the event through 
their photography.  

The IDAK–KDD Duo Badminton & Chess Championship 2025 
ended on a high note, being cherished not just for the competition 
but also as a celebration of friendship, teamwork, and the unifying 
power of sports.Top and above photos from the event.

Kuwait Gymnastics launches digital registration system

Second division of the Kuwait Premier Handball League begins

Kuwait Club bounces back French Super Cup press 
conference kicks off in Kuwait
KUWAIT CITY, Oct 6: The press conference for Kuwait’s hosting of the French Super 
Cup will take place at 7:00 PM today at the Waldorf Astoria Hotel. The match, featur-
ing Paris Saint-Germain and Marseille, is scheduled for January 8 at Jaber Al-Ahmad 
International Stadium.

The French League Association offi cially confi rmed on September 26 that Kuwait 
will host the clash between league champions PSG and runner-up Marseille.

In related events, Kuwait Football Association President Sheikh Ahmad Al-Yousuf 
Al-Sabah, accompanied by Secretary-General Dr. Saleh Al-Majroub, received Arnaud 
Rouger, Executive Director of the French Professional League, and Annie Bondu, Ex-
ecutive Director of Public Relations and Events, the evening before last.

Al-Qadsia stretches lead in Youth League

KUWAIT CITY, Oct 6: The Kuwait Gym-
nastics Federation has unveiled a state-of-
the-art electronic system to register players 
and administrators across member clubs, 
aiming to elevate administrative effi ciency 
and organization in the sport.

Secretary-General Abdul Latif Murad 
described the new system as a major step 
forward in managing player and staff data, 
transitioning completely from traditional 
paper-based processes to a unifi ed digital 
platform. The initiative aligns with the 
Federation’s board, chaired by Fahad Al-
Soula, in adopting the latest technologies 

in sports administra-
tion.

The system is de-
signed to enhance 
transparency, provid-
ing a clear and stand-
ardized registration, 
verifi cation, and ap-
proval process for all 
clubs. It also simplifi es 

procedures for club rep-
resentatives and Federation committees, 
reducing the time and effort previously re-
quired for paperwork.

Additionally, the platform ensures all 
necessary data and documents are com-
plete before submission, minimizing errors 
and omissions. Among its advanced fea-
tures are offi cial player registration num-
bers, automatic age group classifi cation, 
and the ability for clubs to print rosters and 
ID cards for players and staff directly from 
the system.

This digital transformation marks a sig-
nifi cant milestone for gymnastics adminis-
tration in Kuwait, streamlining operations 
and promoting accuracy, effi ciency, and 
transparency across the sector.

By Khaled Al-Enezi
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Oct 6: The second di-
vision of the Kuwait Premier Handball 
League begins Tuesday at the Sheikh Saad 
Al-Abdullah Sports Complex Hall, featur-
ing two exciting matches. Al-Nasr faces 
Kuwait Club at 5:00 PM, followed by Al-
Qadsia vs Burgan at 6:30 PM.

The fi rst division concluded last Satur-
day, with Kuwait Club topping the stand-
ings with 14 points (perfect record), fol-
lowed by Kazma with 9 points, Burgan in 
third with 8 points, and Al-Qadsia in fourth 
with 6 points, ahead of Al-Arabi and Al-
Salmiya, who also have 6 points. Al-Sulai-
bikhat is seventh with 5 points, and Al-Nasr 
sits last with 2 points.

The league operates in three divisions, 
with the team earning the most points 
crowned champion. The team fi nishing 
eighth will be relegated directly to the fi rst 
division, while the seventh-place team will 

face the second-place team from the fi rst di-
vision to determine promotion.

In the fi rst match, Kuwait Club is expect-
ed to dominate Al-Nasr thanks to superior 
experience and stronger players, particular-
ly the professionals. The team is aiming for 
its eighth straight win. Previously, Kuwait 
Club defeated Al-Nasr 41-23, and coach 
Said Hijazi may use this opportunity to ro-
tate in substitute players given the signifi -
cant skill gap.

In the second match, Al-Qadsia seeks 
revenge against Burgan, who narrowly 
beat it25-24 in the fi rst division. Al-Qadsia 
started the season slowly, losing their fi rst 
three matches to Burgan, Kuwait Club, and 
Kazma, before winning three consecutive 
games against Al-Arabi, Al-Nasr, and Al-
Salmiya. It, however, suffered a surprise de-
feat against Al-Sulaibikhat in the last round.

Meanwhile, Burgan, having dropped to 
third after losing second place to Kazma, is 
eager to return to winning form after back-
to-back losses to Kazma and Kuwait Club.

KUWAIT CITY, Oct 6: Al-Qadsia solidi-
fi ed its position at the top of the Ooredoo 
Under-20 Youth League with a command-
ing 3-0 victory over Al-Sulaibikhat in the 
fourth-round at the Friendship and Peace 
Stadium. The win boosted Al-Qadsia’s 
tally to 12 points, while Al-Sulaibikhat re-
mained at 4 points.

Al-Yarmouk kept pace in the title race, 
securing a 3-0 triumph against Al-Jahra, 
moving up to 10 points in second place, 
with Al-Jahra staying at 6 points.

Kuwait Club bounced back strongly, 
overturning a 1-0 defi cit to defeat Al-
Salmiya 3-1 at the Youth Stadium. The win 
lifted “The White” to 6 points, strengthen-
ing their standing in the league, while Al-
Salmiya remained at 4 points.

Al-Shabab recorded its fi rst win of the 
season, edging past Al-Nasr 2-0, reaching 
3 points, while Al-Nasr stayed at 2 points.

This round highlighted Al-Qadsia’s 
dominance and the intense competition 
among the chasing teams in the Ooredoo 
U20 Youth League.

Murad

Kuwait Club handball attempts to block a op-
ponent’s shot on goal.

Qadsia players celebrate after finding the back of the net during a match.

KFA President Sheikh Ahmad Al-Yousuf Al-Sabah hosts French League Executive 
Arnaud Rouger.
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SportsScotland’s Robert McIntyre 
poses with the trophy after 
winning the 2025 Alfred Dunhill 
Links Championship at the Old 
Course, St Andrews, Scotland. 
(AP)
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Kuwait Basketball League 
set to launch on October 23

By Hassan Mosa
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Oct 6: The Kuwait Basketball League will offi -
cially kick off on October 23 at the Basketball Federation Hall in the 
Sheikh Saad Al-Abdullah Sports Complex. The Basketball Federa-
tion’s Competitions Committee recently released the full schedule. 
In the opening round, Kazma will face Al-Arabi, Al-Qurain takes on 
Al-Sulaibikhat, Al-Qadsia clashes with Al-Nasr, and Kuwait Club 
goes up against Al-Sahel.

This season features 8 participating clubs, following Al-Tada-
mon’s withdrawal due to limited support. The team failed to secure 
any wins last season and competed without professional players.

The league follows a three-division round-robin format, with the 
top four teams advancing to the semifi nals. Semifi nals will be played 
in a best-of-three series (1st vs 4th and 2nd vs 3rd), while the fi -
nal will adopt a best-of-fi ve format, with the fi rst team to win three 
games claiming the championship. Kuwait Club has dominated re-
cent seasons, winning the title for fi ve consecutive years.

Founded in the 1961–1962 season with six participating clubs, the 
league has seen Al-Qadsia win 23 titles, Kuwait Club 15, Kazma 9, 
Al-Arabi 8, Al-Jahra 5, and Al-Sahel once.

This season promises exciting matchups as teams compete for 
glory in Kuwait’s premier basketball competition.

Sorour makes Kuwait proud with silver
at World Para Athletics Championships

Ambassador Shemali commends achievements

NEW DELHI, Oct 6, (KUNA): Kuwaiti Paralympic ath-
lete Faisal Sorour won the silver medal in the F42 shot put 
event at the World Para Athletics Championships in New 
Delhi, achieving a remarkable milestone for Kuwait.

In a statement to KUNA, Kuwait’s Ambassador to India, Mishal Musta-
fa Al-Shemali, congratulated Sorour for his outstanding performance and 
praised his determination to represent Kuwait with pride on the global 
stage. Sorour set a new personal and Asian record with a throw of 16.28 
meters, earning second place in the competition.

Nasser Al-Ajmi, Head of the Kuwaiti Delegation and Chairman of the Kuwaiti 
Paralympic Athletics Committee, lauded the achievement, attributing it to the 
dedication and teamwork of Sorour and the accompanying technical and admin-
istrative staff.

He dedicated this achievement to His Highness the Amir Sheikh Meshal Al-Ah-
mad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled 
Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, and the Kuwaiti people, expressing deep appreciation for 
their continued support.

Al-Ajmi also extended his thanks to Ambassador Al-Shemali and the Kuwaiti 
Embassy staff in New Delhi for their unwavering assistance and encouragement 
throughout the team’s participation in the championship.

 KUNA photo
Kuwaiti Paralympic athletics athlete Faisal Sorour with Kuwait’s Ambassador to India, Mishal Al-Shemali, during the presentation of his silver medal at 

the World Para Athletics Championships.

A fi le photo of players fi ghting for the ball.

Kuwait begins preparations in TashkentKuwait concludes West Asian U20 Athletics 
campaign with impressive 16-medal haul

By Khaled Al-Enezi
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff 

TASHKENT, Oct 6: Kuwait kicks off its training this 
evening in Tashkent, Uzbekistan, ahead of a friendly 
match against the Uzbekistan national team scheduled for 
the day after tomorrow. This session is part of the team’s 
preparations during the international break as they gear up 
for a critical Arab Cup playoff match against Mauritania 
on November 25 in Doha.

The preparation program also includes a friendly 
against the Morocco local national team in Dubai. The 
team will travel from Tashkent to the UAE next Friday 
to face Morocco on October 14, returning on October 
15.

In Tashkent, the team will hold two intensive training 
sessions, led by Portuguese coach Helio Sousa, aimed at 

refi ning player readiness, tactical discipline, and overall 
performance, particularly ahead of the match with Uzbek-
istan, who have qualifi ed for the 2026 World Cup in the 
U.S., Canada, and Mexico.

The friendly against Morocco is equally important, al-
lowing the coaching staff to evaluate players’ technical 
and tactical abilities in preparation for the decisive clash 
with Mauritania.

Looking ahead, the Football Association confi rmed that 
the team will travel to Cairo, Egypt, on November 10 for 
a training camp lasting until November 20. During this 
camp, they will face Tanzania and Gambia in friendlies 
on November 14 and 18, before heading to Doha, Qatar, 
to prepare for the Arab Cup playoff match against Mauri-
tania on November 25. This structured preparation aims 
to ensure the team enters the Arab Cup playoffs fully 
ready and competitive.

BEIRUT, Oct 6, (KUNA): Kuwait 
wrapped up its participation in the 3rd 
West Asian U20 Athletics Champi-
onships for men and women, held in 
Beirut, with an impressive total of 16 
medals across various events.

Head of the National Teams Com-
mittee and Chief of the Kuwaiti Del-
egation, Falah Al-Ajmi, told KUNA 
that Kuwaiti athletes captured six 
gold, fi ve silver, and fi ve bronze med-
als, highlighting their strong presence 
throughout the competition.

Al-Ajmi commended the athletes’ 
remarkable performances, attributing 
their success to the dedicated efforts of 
both the administrative and technical 
teams. He also extended his apprecia-
tion to the Public Authority for Sport 
for its continuous support of the Ku-
wait Athletics Federation.

On the fi nal day of the champion-
ship, Abdulrahman Al-Rashidi earned 
bronze in the discus throw, Khaled 
Al-Enezi secured silver in the decath-
lon, and Fahad Al-Hamadah claimed 
bronze in the 1500-meter race.

Meanwhile, the Secretary-General 
of the Kuwait Athletics Federation and 
Competition Director for the West Asian 
Athletics Championships, Hussein Ali, 
praised the event’s success, emphasiz-
ing that it was held despite the chal-
lenging circumstances in the region. He 
noted that the championship drew wide 
participation and saw the qualifi cation 

of around six athletes for the upcoming 
World U20 Championships.

Roland Saada, President of the Leb-
anese Athletics Federation, expressed 
his gratitude to the participating Arab 
nations for their steadfast support of 
Lebanon through their active involve-

ment.
The West Asian U20 Athletics 

Championships also served as a quali-
fying event for the World Athletics 
U20 Championships, scheduled to 
take place next year in Oregon, United 
States.

KUNA photo
Kuwaiti athletes celebrate on the podium with the national fl ag.

  Players hold training session in Tashkent.

Bologna routs 10-man Pisa 4-0

Pulisic’s rare miss ends Milan’s winning run against Juventus
ROME, Oct 6, (AP): Christian Pulisic had been making all the right moves for AC 
Milan this season.

Until Sunday.
A missed penalty kick by the American standout proved costly as Milan was 

held to a 0-0 draw at Juventus in Serie A to end a fi ve-match winning streak for 
the revamped Rossoneri.

Pulisic leads Milan with six goals scored this season - plus two assists - but his 
attempt from the spot early in the second half soared high over the bar.

It was only the second time in Pulisic’s professional career that he failed to con-
vert a penalty, after Torino goalkeeper Sergej Milinkovic-Savic blocked his effort 
last season. His record is now 13 converted and two missed for club and country.

Pulisic will now join the U.S. national team for friendlies against Ecuador and 
Australia as he prepares for a home World Cup next year.

Milan dropped from fi rst to third place, two points behind defending champion 
Napoli and Roma, which each won earlier. 

Napoli came back from a goal down to beat Genoa 2-1, and Roma also rallied 
for a 2-1 victory at winless Fiorentina. 

Juventus was left a point further back in fi fth entering the international break.
Pulisic’s United States teammate Weston McKennie wasted a few chances early 

on for Juventus. Otherwise, there were few other opportunities for both sides as 
Milan coach Massimiliano Allegri returned to face the club he coached in two dif-
ferent spells and led to fi ve Italian league titles. 

Allegri was fi red by Juventus for an ugly outburst directed at the referees during 

the 2024 Italian Cup fi nal.
“We’ll always be proud of you, thanks for everything, Max Allegri,” read a ban-

ner held aloft by Juventus fans. 
The penalty was awarded when Santiago Gimenez was tugged down from be-

hind by Lloyd Kelly as he attempted to meet a vertical pass from Luka Modric.
Milan nearly won it in the 90th with a through ball from Modric to Rafael Leão 

but the Portugal winger’s shot was stopped by Juventus goalkeeper Michele Di 
Gregorio.

Earlier, Leão attempted a shot from near midfi eld when he saw Di Gregorio 
venture away from his goal but that effort missed the target.

Gian Piero Gasperini is picking up right where Claudio Ranieri left off at Roma.
The Giallorossi were virtually unbeatable during the second half of last season 

under Ranieri and now have fi ve wins in their opening six matches under Gasp-
erini.

After Moise Kean struck fi rst for Fiorentina, Roma came back with goals from 
Matias Soule and Bryan Cristante by the half-hour mark.

Ranieri hand-picked Gasperini to succeed him in his new special advisor role 
after retiring from coaching last season. 

Known for his high-scoring teams, Gasperini made the move to the capital after 
nine seasons at Atalanta, during which he transformed the Bergamo squad into a 
domestic and European contender. Atalanta won the Europa League in 2024. 

Somewhat surprisingly, Roma has been better in defense than attack under Gas-
perini, conceding a league-low two goals in six matches, with only seven scored. 

AC Milan’s Alexis Saelemaekers, left, fi ghts for the ball with Juventus’s Du-
san Vlahovic, right, during the Serie A soccer match between Juventus and 

AC Milan at the Allianz Stadium in Turin, Italy. (AP)


