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While Muslims were en-
gaged in their daily affairs, 
Qarmat planned his attack.

On the Day of Tarwiyah, they 
stormed the Grand Mosque 
in Makkah and killed the pil-
grims.

They removed the door of the 
Ka’aba, tore its covering, and 
stole its treasures.

They threw corpses into the 
Well of Zamzam until it was 
full.

They pulled out the Black 
Stone and carried it with them 
to Qatif.

They imposed the Hajj pil-
grimage to Al-Jash instead of 
Makkah, but the people re-
fused.

Fatimid Caliph Al-Aziz Bil-
lah threatened to invade them, 
so they were frightened and re-
turned the Black Stone.

The Qarmatian who des-
ecrated the House of God was 
punished with smallpox, and 
his body rotted while he was 
still alive.

When the Qarma-
tians committed 
the most horrifi c 
massacre in the 
history of Hajj
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Ahmed Al-Jarallah

HORIZON TALK

Amir, Crown Prince, PM commend academic achievers
KUWAIT CITY, June 25, (KUNA): His Highness the Amir 
Sheikh Meshal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah sent cables on 
Wednesday to Kuwaiti and resident high school and reli-
gious studies institute students, congratulating them on ex-
celling in the 2024-25 school semester.

His Highness the Amir wished the students and their fami-
lies more success, expressing hopes for continuous progress 

and academic excellence.
Similarly, His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Sabah 

Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah sent on Wednesday cables to 
Kuwaiti and resident high school and religious institute stu-
dents who performed outstandingly in the 2024-25 semester.

His Highness the Crown Prince congratulated the students 
and their families for their achievement, wishing them the 

best in their venture endeavors. 
His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Ahmad Abdul-

lah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah also sent on Wednesday cables to 
outstanding Kuwaiti and residents high school and religious 
studies institute students for excelling in the 2024-25 term.

— See Also Page 5 —

Monitoring agency urges faster
and error-free gov’t performance

KUWAIT CITY, June 25: Anyone who scru-
tinizes the tasks assigned to the Government 
Performance Monitoring Agency, especially 
those related to major development projects 
in the country, will realize the enthusiasm and 
determination to push for the success of its 
leader; which became evident after the minis-
terial position was stabilized with the current 
government, reports Al-Seyassah daily.

On this basis, Director of the agency 
Sheikh Ahmad Al-Mishaal Al-Sabah stressed 
“we are committed to implement the Amiri 
Decree on establishing the agency in both its 
letter and spirit. This is our trajectory.”

In an interview with Editor-in-Chief of Al-
Seyassah, Arab Times and Al-Hadaf Ahmed 
Al-Jarallah, Sheikh Ahmad Al-Mishaal Al-
Sabah disclosed “our reports are submitted 
to His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh 
Ahmad Al-Abdullah Al-Sabah, as well as the 
concerned ministers; and often include obser-
vations and suggestions. At the agency, we do 
not merely monitor performance; as we also 
work hard to develop it as we see fi t.”

He pointed out that some people imagine 
that the agency is based solely on the principle 
of performance oversight; but in reality, it per-
forms many tasks to develop State institutions. 
“Like all similar agencies around the world, it 
has a broad scope for monitoring government 

Director of Government Performance 
Monitoring Agency Sheikh Ahmad Al-
Mishaal Al-Sabah with Editor-in-Chief of 
Al-Seyassah, Arab Times and Al-Hadaf 

Ahmed Al-Jarallah.

Amir greets Qatari leader
on leadership anniversary

KUWAIT CITY, June 25, (KUNA): His 
Highness the Amir Sheikh Meshal Al-Ah-
mad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah sent on Wednesday 
a cable of congratulations to the Amir of 
Qatar Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al-Thani 
on the 12th anniversary of assuming post.

His Highness the Amir commended the 
Qatari leader for the various achievements 

during his reign, wishing him and the peo-
ple of Qatar evermore progress, develop-
ment, and welfare.

His Highness the Amir also commended 
the level of cooperation between the two 
brotherly countries, expressed desire to fur-
ther solidify relations. 

Continued on Page 5

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Meshal 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah

Amir of Qatar Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad 
Al-Thani

Kuwait urges truce compliance
Cautious hope as Iran-Israel ceasefi re holds despite tensions

KUWAIT CITY, June 25, 
(Agencies): The Kuwaiti Cabi-
net on Tuesday welcomed a 
recently announced ceasefi re 
agreement between parties in-
volved in the regional confl ict, 
urging them to respect it.

This came during the Cabinet’s cus-
tomary weekly meeting, held at Bayan 
Palace under the chairmanship of His 
Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Ah-
mad Abdullah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah.

The Cabinet commended US President 
Donald Trump’s efforts to put the ceasefi re 
in place in a bid to promote diplomatic ef-
forts to fend off further regional tensions and 
confl icts that undermine regional and interna-
tional security and peace.

The Cabinet was apprised of His Highness 
the Amir and the Supreme Commander of the 
Armed Forces Sheikh Meshal Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah’s chairmanship of a meeting 
of the Supreme Defense Council earlier in the 
day.

The meeting, which was attended by His 
Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Sabah 
Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah and His High-
ness the Prime Minister Sheikh Ahmad Ab-
dullah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, was meant to 
follow up on the latest regional developments.

In this regard, the Cabinet listened to an 

PM urges follow-up on Kuwait-China agreements
KUWAIT CITY, June 25, 
(KUNA): His Highness the 
Prime Minister, Sheikh Ahmad 
Abdullah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, 
on Wednesday urged the con-
cerned ministers to follow up on 
the implementation of the agree-
ments and memoranda of under-
standing signed between Kuwait 
and China.

This came in a meeting headed 
by His Highness to follow up 
on the implementation of agree-
ments and memoranda of under-
standing signed between the gov-
ernments of Kuwait and China.

The 16th meeting of the com-
mittee touched on the latest de-
velopments of projects included 
in the agreements between the 
governments of the two countries 
on cooperation in the Mubarak 
Al-Kabeer Port project, the elec-
trical power system, the develop-
ment of renewable energy, low-
carbon green system for waste 
recycling, housing development, 
environmental infrastructure 

PM Diwan photo
HH the PM chairs a meeting to follow up on the implementation of agreements and memoranda 

of understanding signed between the governments of Kuwait and China.Continued on Page 5 Continued on Page 5

High-tech approach wins ambassadors’ praise

EU envoys tour GCC crisis hub in Kuwait
KUWAIT CITY, June 25, (KUNA): 
The Head of the GCC Emergency 
Management Center under the General 
Secretariat of the Gulf Cooperation 
Council, Brigadier Dr. Rashid Al-Mar-
ri, received on Wednesday a diplomat-
ic delegation consisting of 17 ambas-
sadors from EU countries to Kuwait, 
at the Center’s headquarters in Kuwait.

The Center stated in a release that 
the visit aims to strengthen mutual co-
operation and exchange experiences in 
the fi elds of crisis and emergency man-
agement, as well as to learn about the 
GCC countries’ experience in building 

an integrated system for regional secu-
rity and safety.

During the meeting, Al-Marri pre-
sented a detailed overview of the 
Center’s operational mechanisms, in-
cluding radiation monitoring systems, 
early warning systems, and regional 
emergency coordination. He also re-
viewed modern technological initia-
tives adopted by the Center to support 
decision-makers.

The delegation also took a fi eld tour 
inside the Central Operations Room, 
during which the ambassadors were 
briefed on the operational technolo-

gies used for monitoring and analyzing 
emergency data and on the immedi-
ate coordination mechanisms between 
GCC countries when facing disasters.

Al-Marri emphasized that the visit 
of the EU ambassadors represents an 
important step in strengthening inter-
national partnerships in the fi eld of 
emergency management. He noted 
that the Center serves as an integrated 
platform for coordinating Gulf efforts 
based on a comprehensive vision fo-
cused on prevention, preparedness, 
and response.

KUNA photo
Seventeen ambassadors from European Union member states pose for a group photo during their visit to the GCC 

Emergency Management Center in Kuwait.

Continued on Page 5

There are five things 
whose loss causes no 
harm – your excess 
weight, a decayed 
tooth, an ungrate-
ful friend, a spiteful 
relative, and a jeal-
ous kinsman. Some 
losses, as the wise, 
the learned, and the 
experienced say, are 
actually gains.

... Yet tomorrow is 
another day.

Zahed Matar

Day by Day

Kuwait Foot-
ball’s bright-

est stars shine at 
Zain’s annual Ex-
cellence Awards

Weyay Bank 
sponsors 

‘Choose Your Ma-
jor’ exhibition
for high school 

students

‘Pakistan fully 
backs Kuwait

efforts for regional 
stability’
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Khor Abdullah case
faces further delay
BAGHDAD, June 25, (KUNA): Iraq’s 
Federal Supreme Court postponed on 
Wednesday its review of appeals sub-
mitted by Iraqi President Abdullatif 
Rashid and Prime Minister Mohammad 
Al-Sudani regarding the Khor Abdullah 
agreement between Kuwait and Bagh-
dad, to July 30.

According to the court’s schedule, 
these two sessions will be held as post-
poned sessions and without pleadings. 

Iraq’s President Abdullatif Rashid 
and Prime Minister Mohammed Al-Su-
dani launched separate appeals against 
a Federal Supreme Court decision to 
render an agreement regulating navi-
gation in the Khor Abdullah waterway 
between Baghdad and Kuwait uncon-
stitutional. 

Kuwait vows stronger labor
protections, digital reforms
KUWAIT CITY, June 25, (KUNA): 
Kuwait has renewed its unwavering 
commitment to promoting workers’ 
rights and providing a fair work environ-
ment, in line with its development vision 
and sustainable development goals.

This came during a meeting hosted 
by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs on 
Tuesday, represented by the Human 
Rights Affairs Department, which in-
cluded representatives from the Public 
Authority for Manpower, the Kuwait 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry, 

and the General Federation of Kuwait 
Trade Union.

The meeting followed up on the out-
comes of the 113th session of the Inter-
national labor Conference, which was 
hosted in Geneva (June 2-13) with the 
participation of delegations from 187 
countries, including representatives of 
government, employers, and workers.

This meeting aims to enhance on-
going cooperation between relevant 

Continued on Page 5
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Fajr  ........ 03:14
Sunrise ..  04:50
Zohr .......  11:50

Asr .......... 15:24
Maghrib .. 18:51
Isha  ........ 20:23

 Prayer Timings Expected weather for next 24 hrs:
By Day: Very hot with light to 

moderate freshening at times 
northwesterly wind, with speeds 
of 15-42 km/h with a chance for 
rising dust over open areas.

By Night: Hot to rather hot with 

light to moderate northwesterly 
wind, with speeds of 12-35 km/h.

Station Max Exp Min Rec
Kuwait City 47 33     
Kuwait Airport 46 33
Abdaly 47 29

Jahra 47 32
Failaka Island 42 30
Salmiyah 43 33
Ahmadi 42 30
Nuwaisib 46 31
Wafra 46 32
Salmy 45 29

Weather 

Nazaha hosts ‘Adaa’ initiative symposium

Project aims to access right ‘fatwas’

Concern over Gaza women atrocities

Kuwait resumes donations,
charitable projects’ funding

Bid to combat corruption, promote good governance

KAPF, Islamic Affairs ink phone, electronic fatwa pact

Kuwait-Sweden bilateral trade in focus
GENEVA, June 25, (KUNA): Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) countries expressed Wednesday grave concern 
over the violations against Palestinian women and girls in 
Gaza Strip, the systematic destruction of health facilities, 
and the denial of care during pregnancy and childbirth.

This came in a speech delivered by Kuwait’s Per-
manent Representative to the United Nations and other 
international organizations in Geneva and Chairman of 
the Council of Ambassadors of GCC, Ambassador Naser 
Al-Hayen, before the UN General Assembly in Geneva.

The UN session discussed a report by the Special Rap-
porteur on Violence against Women, Reem Al-Salem, in 
which she stressed the need to return to basic definitions 
of gender-based discrimination.

Al-Salem warned against the erasure of language and 
concepts associated with women and the devastating conse-
quences it has on their rights and safety, especially in light of 
the complete collapse of protection provided by international 
law during war and occupation, particularly in Palestine.

Back to Ambassador Al-Hayen, he expressed the GCC 
countries’ appreciation for the Special Rapporteur’s ef-
forts in highlighting forms of gender-based violence 
against women and girls.

He emphasized the need to develop international 
frameworks that restore consideration to legal concepts 
based on gender as a fundamental pillar for the protection 
of women and girls.

He also emphasized the importance of integrating the 
gender of women and girls into public policy formula-
tion, ensuring the continuity of the special protection 
they enjoy, as stipulated in international conventions, 
while not ignoring cultural and national specificities.

Ambassador Al-Hayen welcomed Al-Salem’s successful 
visit to the UAE and the efforts she highlighted in the field 
of women’s empowerment, legislative development, and 
enhancing the protection of women and girls from violence.

KUWAIT CITY, June 25, (KUNA): A gov-
ernment committee instructed, Wednesday, 
the resumption of donations and funding of 
charitable projects in Kuwait and abroad 
with assurances guaranteeing governance 
and transparency, said an Interior Ministry 
statement.

A statement by the Interior Ministry 
revealed that the decision was made dur-
ing First Deputy Prime Minister and Min-
ister of Interior Sheikh Fahad Yusuf Saud 
Al-Sabah chairing of the fi fth meeting for 
the committee to restructure efforts of hu-
manitarian and charitable organizations in 

Kuwait.
The Interior Ministry added that the 

meeting, gathering government entities 
tasked with the restructuring, would focus 
on boosting efforts of charitable organiza-
tions to meet with international standards.

The committee had discussed means to 
ensure that charitable fi nancial transactions 
would abide by its international rules and 
regulations, and that the humanitarian aid 
and donations reach those in need.

The step also allows donators to track 
their fi nances and making sure it would 
achieve its intended goals.

By Inaas Awadh
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, June 25: Assistant Secretary 
General for Prevention at Kuwait Anti-Corruption 
Authority (Nazaha) Eng. Abrar Al-Hamad has un-
derscored the importance of activating job codes 
as a requirement of the United Nations Conven-
tion Against Corruption (UNCAC). 

Al-Hamad made the statement at the opening of 
the introductory workshops for the ‘Adaa’ initiative, 
held by Nazaha for the third consecutive year, with 
118 participants from 27 government agencies. 

According to Al-Hamad, ‘Adaa’ is an initiative 
that aligns with the strategy of Kuwait to enhance 
integrity, combat corruption and promote good 
governance. 

Meanwhile, Yasmine Al-Sharhan -- Civil Soci-
ety Cooperation Monitor at Nazaha and Director 
of ‘Adaa’ initiative to implement codes of con-
duct in the public sector -- talked about the gener-
al objectives and the implementation mechanism 
for various phases of the project.  

She pointed out that the code of conduct is an 
essential tool in promoting integrity and trans-

parency, ensuring a fair work environment that 

consolidates the principles of accountability and 

equal opportunities, and preventing the risks of 
corruption; as stipulated in Chapter II of the UN-
CAC. 

She revealed that the initiative has benefited 
more than 24,000 employees since its launch; in-
dicating the number of entities joining the ‘Adaa 
has reached 27, including five entities at the gold 
level, eight at the silver level, and 14 entities at 
the bronze level. 

She added the project requirements include 
administrative, institutional awareness, training 
and development, and measuring behavior and 
impact. 

On the other hand, Awareness and Education 
Supervisor at Nazaha Dr. Hassan Al-Sabbagha 
stated that ‘Adaa’ aims to raise awareness on the 
Code of Professional Conduct, in cooperation 
with the Civil Service Commission.  He added the 
initiative focuses on achieving three basic levels: 
bronze, silver and gold. 

He disclosed that the educational workshops 
included in the project are considered a roadmap 
for the entities joining ‘Adaa’, so that they have 
an action plan to follow in the current year to fully 
implement the project. 

KUWAIT CITY, June 25, (KUNA): Kuwait 
Awqaf Public Foundation (KAPF) announced on 
Wednesday the signing of an agreement with Ku-
wait Ministry of Islamic Affairs on developing a 
project on a telephone and electronic fatwa.

Acting Secretary General of KAPF Naser Al-
Hamad said that the agreement aims to facilitate 
access to correct fatwas in light of the growing 
need for reliable legal guidance in the age of digi-
tal transformations.

Al-Hamad said that supporting the telephone 
and electronic fatwa project comes as one of the 
modern means of providing legal fatwas in an 
easy and reliable manner that enables all seg-
ments of society to access fatwas from their of-
ficial sources and enhances the authority of fatwas 
through their official source, represented by the 

Ministry of Islamic Affairs.
He added that this agreement aims to enable 

citizens and residents to obtain legal fatwas from 
reliable sources through approved telephone 
channels that allow direct communication with 
specialists via the telephone number 149.

He pointed out that it includes responses to 
legal inquiries in various fields, times, and occa-
sions in a manner that suits the digital transforma-
tion and contributes to enhancing religious aware-
ness through a moderate approach and facilitating 
fatwas in a way that achieves the objectives of 
Islamic law.

He added that the telephone and electronic fat-
wa project is one of the unique endowment proj-
ects that aims to facilitate access to correct legal 
fatwas and respond to the increasing inquiries.

KUWAIT CITY, June 25, (KUNA): Kuwaiti Ambassador to 
Sweden Mohammad Hayati and Swedish Parliament Speak-
er Andreas Norlen tackled bilateral relations and recent de-
velopment in the region. 

A statement by Kuwait Embassy in Sweden received by 
KUNA said that the ambassador met the Swedish Speaker 
on Tuesday in Stockholm.

The statement added that the meeting also delved into the 
historical relations between the two countries, which this 
year marks the 60th anniversary of the establishment of dip-
lomatic relations between the State of Kuwait and the King-
dom of Sweden.

The Parliament Speaker offered his congratulations on 
this occasion. 

The two sides also discussed aspects of joint cooperation 
and ways to strengthen bilateral relations.

The meeting also highlighted Kuwait’s investment pres-
ence in Sweden and the successful partnership in the energy 
sector between the two countries through the joint owner-
ship of 80KQ, which operates in the fuel supply, transporta-
tion, and other services sectors.

The statement also noted the distinguished presence of 
many Swedish companies in the Kuwaiti market, such as 
Volvo, IKEA, Ericsson, H&M, and others. 

The statement continued, Ambassador Hayati reviewed 
areas of cooperation that the Kuwaiti side looks forward to 
benefiting from, including Swedish expertise, particularly in 
the health and pharmaceutical sectors, innovation, artificial 
intelligence, and information technology.

KUNA photo
Kuwaiti Ambassador to Sweden Mohammad Hayati 
and Swedish Parliament Speaker Andreas Norlen dur-

ing the meeting.

Photo by Rizk Tawfi q 

Yasmine Al-Sharhan

 KUNA photo
Naser Al-Hamad 

Ambassador of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan to Kuwait Dr. Zafar 
Iqbal receives the Minister of Commerce and Industry Khalifa Al-Ajeel.

Photos by Mohammad Morsi
Ambassador of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan to Kuwait Dr. Zafar 

Iqbal receives the US Ambassador to Kuwait Karen Sasahara.

KUNA photo
 Nasser Al-Hayen

‘Pakistan fully backs Kuwait
efforts for regional stability’

We thank Amir, Kuwaiti people for hospitality: Dr Iqbal

By Fares Al-Abdan
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, June 25: Ambassa-
dor of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan 
to Kuwait Dr. Zafar Iqbal has affi rmed 
the strength of bilateral relations be-
tween Pakistan and Kuwait as well as 
the depth of historical, social and eco-
nomic ties that bind the two countries, 
indicating these relations are based on 
mutual respect and a shared vision for 
a future of peace and prosperity. 

This came in a speech that the Ambassador 
delivered Thursday night at a celebration or-
ganized by the Pakistani Embassy on the oc-
casion of the 85th National Day of Pakistan. 

Present at the event were Minister of Commerce 
and Industry Khalifa Al-Ajeel, and a number of am-
bassadors and representatives of the diplomatic corps. 

Iqbal pointed out that the skilled Pakistani work-
force in Kuwait, particularly in the construction 
and services sectors, is regarded as a vital bridge 
between the two countries and contributes sig-
nificantly to supporting the Kuwaiti economy.He 
confirmed his country’s aspiration for a broader 
Kuwaiti partnership in the national development 
process of Pakistan. 

He expressed his gratitude to His Highness the 
Amir Sheikh Meshal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sa-
bah, as well as the government and people of Ku-
wait, for their generosity, hospitality and continu-
ous support for the Pakistani community.  

He also praised the role of the Kuwaiti Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs, especially the Department of 
Asian Affairs, in strengthening bilateral relations. 

Regarding regional affairs, he expressed his 
country’s concern about the current situation, while 
appreciating the balanced and supportive positions 
of Kuwait towards peaceful solutions. He added that 
Pakistan reaffirms its full support for the efforts of 
Kuwait to maintain regional security and stability. 

On Pakistan’s National Day, he stated that it is an 

occasion to celebrate the national identity and com-
memorate the historic Lahore Resolution of 1940, 
which paved the way for the establishment of a State 
where Muslims in the subcontinent could live in dig-
nity and freedom. He said the occasion is considered 
an opportunity to express appreciation for the long-
standing relations between Pakistan and Kuwait, 
which are getting strong day by day through close 
cooperation in the fields of trade, investment, energy, 
infrastructure, information technology and tourism. 

He then expressed his concern over the ongoing 
Israeli aggression on Gaza, which has resulted in 
heavy losses of innocent civilian lives. “Pakistan 
calls for an immediate and unconditional ceasefire, 
and reaffirms its unwavering support for the estab-
lishment of an independent Palestinian State on the 
pre-1967 borders, with Al-Quds Al-Sharif as its 
capital,” he asserted. 

In conclusion, he praised the contributions of the 
Pakistani community in Kuwait considering them a 
source of pride for both countries.  He also called 
for continuous joint work toward a more just, 
peaceful and dignified world.

KUNA photo
Acting Director General of Kuwait News Agency (KUNA) Mohammad Al-Mannai 

receives the Indian Ambassador to Kuwait Dr. Adarsh Swaika.

KUNA photo
The Humanitarian and Charitable Work Regulatory Committee held its fi fth meet-
ing on Wednesday, chaired by First Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Interior 
Sheikh Fahad Yousef Saud Al-Sabah, with the participation of representatives of 

relevant government agencies.

KUNA chief, Indian envoy discuss
ways to enhance media relations

Bonus for Islamic Affairs workers

KUWAIT CITY, June 25, (KUNA): Acting 
Director General of Kuwait News Agency 
(KUNA) Mohammad Al-Mannai and Am-
bassador of India to Kuwait Dr. Adarsh 
Swaika discussed Wednesday ways to en-
hance media cooperation and several me-
dia-related issues.

During the meeting at the agency’s head-
quarters, the two sides stressed the impor-
tance of the media’s role in supporting bilat-
eral relations between the two countries and 
pushing them to broader horizons.

The meeting emphasized the importance 
of exchanging media expertise between 
KUNA and media institutions in India, and 
building bridges of cooperation and joint 
training.

The meeting also touched upon the foun-
dations of KUNA’s work and its objective 
handling of various issues through its net-
work of correspondents and offi ces around 
the world, particularly in India.

For his part, Ambassador Swaika praised 
KUNA’s efforts, its objective approach to 
news coverage, and its role in highlighting 
Kuwait’s position on regional and interna-
tional issues.

He emphasized his country’s efforts to 
strengthen bilateral relations with Kuwait at 
all levels, particularly in the media.

The meeting was attended by Deputy Di-
rector General for Editorial Affairs Esam 
Al-Ghanim and Director of Marketing and 
Public Relations Lamya Al-Faresi.

By Mohammad Al-Enezi
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, June 25: Minister of 
Endowments and Islamic Affairs Dr. Mo-
hammad Al-Wasmi has announced the 
disbursement of the excellent job perfor-
mance bonus to eligible employees in ap-
preciation of their efforts and to promote 
a culture of excellence at the work place. 

Al-Wasmi confi rmed that the disburse-
ment process was conducted in accordance 

with the regulations of the Civil Service 
Commission (CSC), following a thorough 
review of the lists of benefi ciaries prepared 
by specialized committees, hence, ensuring 
transparency and fairness in granting the bo-
nus. 

He pointed out that the bonus is a form 
of well-deserved appreciation for every 
employee who demonstrates competence 
and excellence in performing job duties, as 
well as a motivation to continue the excel-
lent service and achievements at work. 
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When the Qarmatians committed the most 
horrific massacre in the history of Hajj
HISTORY has many stories about extrem-
ist groups that committed unspeakable 
atrocities. Among them were the Qarma-
tians, a group that strayed far from the path 
of God and the principles of Islam.

Under the leadership of Abu Tahir al-
Qarmati, this group carried out the bloodi-
est massacre in the history of Hajj, kill-
ing an estimated 30,000 pilgrims, looting 
the Ka’aba, and stealing the Black Stone, 
which they held for 22 years.

The origins of this radical movement 
trace back to a shadowy fi gure named 
Hamdan Ibn al-Ash Ath al-Ahwazi, nick-
named “Qarmat” due to his short stature 
and distinctive, close-stepped walk that 
left unique footprints.

Qarmat became the founding fi gure of a 
dangerous movement that would go on to 
shake the Islamic world. While ordinary 
Muslims went about their lives, Qarmat 
was planning the most horrifi c massacre in 
Islamic history. Claiming to champion the 
rights of the poor and oppressed and us-
ing religion as a cover, he misled many and 
laid the foundation for what would become 
the infamous Qarmatian movement.

In 317 AH, Makkah was fi lled with pil-
grims on the Day of Tarwiyah when the 
Qarmatians, led by Abu Tahir al-Qarmati, 
stormed the Grand Mosque (Masjid al-Ha-
ram), marking the start of one of the most 
horrifi c massacres in history. Their swords 
mercilessly cut down the pilgrims until the 
ground ran red with blood. Thirty thousand 
pilgrims were brutally killed while circum-
ambulating the Kaaba.

The Qarmatians then advanced to the 
Ka’aba, broke its door, tore down its cover-
ing, and looted its treasures. Abu Tahir or-
dered his men to destroy the Black Stone’s 

place, forcibly remove it, and carry it away 
to Qatif.

Abu Tahir al-Qarmati stood before the 
Ka’aba, mockingly looking up at the sky as 
he laughed loudly, taunting, “Where are the 
Ababil birds and where are the stones of Si-
jjil?” He then ordered the bodies of the vic-

tims to be thrown into the Well of Zamzam 
until it was fi lled.

The Qarmatians placed the Black Stone 
in a house they called “the Ka’aba of the 
Qarmatians” and commanded people to 
make pilgrimages there. They continued 
their attacks on pilgrim caravans heading 
to Makkah.

During their raids, while pilgrims were in 
Ihram, the Qarmatians uprooted the Black 
Stone and sent it to Hajar. They also at-
tempted to steal the Maqam Ibrahim (Sta-
tion of Abraham), but the custodians man-
aged to hide it.

In 318 AH, the Qarmatians imposed a 
pilgrimage to “Al-Jash” in Qatif and or-
dered local residents to perform the pil-
grimage there. When the residents refused, 
the Qarmatians killed many of them.

From that moment, Makkah was broken-
hearted, and the Kaa’ba remained without 
the Black Stone. Pilgrimage (Hajj) was 
suspended for 22 years, with scholars per-
mitting the suspension to protect Muslim 
lives.

The Black Stone stayed captive in Al-
Ahsa for 22 years until the Fatimid Caliph 
Al-Aziz of Egypt threatened to send a large 
army to retrieve it. Fearing for their rule 
in Al-Ahsa, the Qarmatians returned the 
Black Stone to Makkah in 339 AH.

God punished Abu Tahir al-Qarmati for 
desecrating the House of God and mocking 
the verses of the Holy Quran by affl icting 
him with smallpox. His body rotted, and 
worms infested his fl esh while he was still 
alive, until his death. May God curse him.

HORIZON TALK

There is an ancient saying - If 
you want to lose people, be hon-
est with them. Tell the one-eyed 
man, “You are one-eyed.” If you 
want to be hated, speak the 
truth. If you want to win people 
over, be a hypocrite.

Five things are harmless to lose 
- excess weight, a rotten tooth, 
an ungrateful friend, an envious 
neighbor, and a spiteful relative. 
Some losses are actually gains.

I asked happiness, “When will 
you reside in someone’s heart?” 
She replied, “When he possess-
es three qualities - not grieving 
over what has passed, not wor-
rying about what is to come, and 
being content with what the Lord 
has decreed.”

Patience is tested in difficult 
times, reason is tested in argu-
ments, and people are tested by 
circumstances.

Advice: Avoid conflicts with your 
relatives, for even the victor suf-
fers defeat, and the defeat then 
passes down to children and 
grandchildren. Remember, life 
is not eternal. True victory lies in 
departing this world leaving be-
hind good memories for others to 
cherish.

While Muslims were engaged in 
their daily affairs, Qarmat planned 

his attack.

On the Day of Tarwiyah, they 
stormed the Grand Mosque in 

Makkah and killed the pilgrims.

They removed the door of the 
Ka’aba, tore its covering, and 

stole its treasures.

They threw corpses into the 
Well of Zamzam until it was full.

They pulled out the Black Stone 
and carried it with them to Qatif.

They imposed the Hajj pilgrim-
age to Al-Jash instead of Makkah, 

but the people refused.

Fatimid Caliph Al-Aziz Billah 
threatened to invade them, so 

they were frightened and returned 
the Black Stone.

The Qarmatian who desecrated 
the House of God was punished 

with smallpox, and his body rotted 
while he was still alive.

Ahmed Al-Jarallah

Al-Anba photo
A Kalashnikov, walkie talkies, cell phones and drugs 

seized.

Arrest after car chase

Guns, drugs found
with illegal resident
KUWAIT CITY, June 25: An illegal resident is under 
investigation by authorities after being caught in pos-
session of fi rearms, drugs, and items indicating imper-
sonation of law enforcement offi cers.

The suspect has been referred to the Criminal Court 
and the General Department of Drug Control for fur-
ther legal action, reports Al-Anba daily.

According to security sources, officers from the 
West Abdullah Al-Mubarak Police Station inter-
cepted the individual during a routine patrol in the 
area.

The suspect, born in 1988, raised suspicion when he 
reacted nervously upon spotting a police patrol.

Attempting to fl ee, he drove at high speed, prompt-
ing offi cers to call for backup. The vehicle was quickly 
surrounded and brought to a stop.

Upon inspection of the vehicle, authorities discov-
ered a Kalashnikov rifl e, a pistol, two walkie-talkies, 
four mobile phones, a security badge linked to the 
Public Security Sector, a quantity of the drug Shabu, 
a strip of stimulant pills, and drug-use equipment. The 
suspect, who was found to be residing illegally in the 
country, was taken into custody.

Due to the presence of weapons, communication de-
vices, and the security badge, authorities suspect the 
individual may have been impersonating law enforce-
ment offi cers to carry out robberies.

After the preliminary investigation by the Gen-
eral Department of Criminal Investigation, the sus-
pect will be transferred to the General Department 
of Drug Control for charges related to possession 
of narcotics.

Upon completion of both investigations, the case 
will be referred to the Public Prosecution.

Citizen inciting sedition nabbed
KUWAIT CITY, June 25: The Ministry 
of Interior has announced the arrest of 
a citizen for posting content on social 
media that deliberately insulted the na-
tional social fabric and attempted to in-
cite division within society. According 
to the Ministry, the individual appeared 
in a video that was widely circulated 
online, in which he mocked and disre-
spected a specifi c segment of the popu-
lation, reports Al-Seyassah daily.

Authorities confi rmed that legal ac-

tion has been taken against the indi-
vidual, and he has been referred to the 
appropriate judicial bodies for further 
proceedings.

The Ministry emphasized that it will 
not tolerate any actions that threaten na-
tional unity or promote hate speech and 
social discord. It reaffi rmed its com-
mitment to taking all necessary legal 
measures against anyone who seeks to 
undermine the cohesion and harmony 
of Kuwaiti society.

Royal in corruption
hearing postponed

Govt funds embezzled

By Jaber Al-Hamoud
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, June 25: The 
Ministerial Court postponed 
the trial of former Defense 
Minister Sheikh Ahmad Al-
Fahad until Sept 9 in order to 
listen to the defense witnesses. 

It also upheld the decision of the In-
vestigation Committee to dismiss the 
complaint filed against Sheikh Ahmad 
Al-Fahad, accusing him of interfering 
in the National Assembly elections.

The committee previously dismissed the 
complaint fi led by the Financial Investiga-
tion Unit, which accused Sheikh Ahmad Al-
Fahad of interfering in the legislative elec-
tions by disbursing money. 

During its session on Tuesday, the court 

listened to the testimonies of the detective in 
charge of the investigations, as well as two 
Ministry of Defense employees. 

This is part of the ongoing hearing of evi-
dence and testimonies that may shed light 
on the facts of the complaint and the sus-
picions raised about the mechanism for dis-
bursing the disputed sum.

According to the Ministry of Defense, 
the incidents are related to the suspected il-
legal disbursements of funds during Sheikh 
Ahmad Al-Fahad’s tenure as minister. This 
prompted the fi ling of the case at the Minis-
terial Court.

The court questioned Sheikh Ahmad Al-
Fahad about the charges that include embez-
zling KD400,000 of public funds; illegally 
acquiring KD215,000; purchasing six vehi-
cles using money taken from the ministry’s 
account; and submitting two declarations of 
liability to Kuwait Anti-Corruption Author-
ity (Nazaha) without disclosing the owner-
ship of the vehicles.

House driver turns out to
be big time drug peddler

17 abandoned vehicles removed

KUWAIT CITY, June 25: Jabriya detec-
tives referred a driver working for a Kuwaiti 
citizen to the Public Prosecution on charges 
of drug possession and traffi cking, reports 
Al-Anba daily.

Investigations are ongoing to identify an 
individual who allegedly instructed the driv-
er to receive narcotics and redistribute them 
at designated locations.

A security source indicated that authori-
ties have not ruled out the possibility that 
the person managing the drug distribution 
network may be operating from inside the 
Central Prison or from outside the country.

According to the source, detectives re-
ceived reliable intelligence that an expatriate 
house driver -- under Article 20 visa -- was 
involved in large-scale drug distribution in 
multiple areas. The suspect was purportedly 

using his room inside his sponsor’s home in 
Jabriya as storage for narcotics.

Following surveillance and thorough inves-
tigation; the information was confi rmed, and 
the suspect was arrested.  During the raid of 
the residence, detectives found seven bags of 
methamphetamine and chemical substances 
hidden in the vehicle of the sponsor.

Upon searching the room of the driver, 
offi cers also discovered additional quanti-
ties of methamphetamine, various chemi-
cals, a weighing scale and cash -- all indicat-
ing his involvement in drug traffi cking.

During questioning, the suspect claimed 
that his role was limited to receiving and re-
distributing the drugs. He stated that he does 
not know the identity of the person deliv-
ering the narcotics or how payments were 
managed by the coordinator of the network.

KUWAIT CITY, June 25: As part of an on-
going effort to address public violations, a co-
ordinated campaign was launched in Ahmadi 
Governorate by the Ministry of Interior and 
Kuwait Municipality. The operation, support-
ed by the Ahmadi Governorate Security Direc-
torate and carried out under the supervision of 
Brigadier General Hussein Dashti, targeted ne-

glected vehicles and unauthorized food trucks 
in the area, reports Al-Anba daily. 

A team from the Municipality – led by Faha-
heel Center Supervisor Muhammad Qabnoud 
Al-Hajri and inspectors Hamad Al-Azmi, Ab-
dulaziz Mutalib, and Dalal Al-Hamr – con-
ducted thorough inspections across several 
locations.
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MEW unveils plan to upgrade 
Kuwait’s power infrastructure

New deals boost grid, solar and metering efforts

By Mohammad Ghanem
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, June 25: 
The Ministry of Electricity, 
Water and Renewable En-
ergy announced in the of-
fi cial gazette -- ‘Kuwait Al-
Youm’ (June 15 issue) -- the 
addition of 214 contracts to 
its annual plan for the cur-
rent fi scal year; bringing 
the total to 371 contracts 
being implemented by its 
technical and administra-
tive sectors.

It can be recalled that the news-
paper published a report about the 

inclusion of 157 electricity devel-
opment projects in the 2025/2026 
plan of the ministry on the front 
page of its June 10 issue.

 The ministry explained that the 
added contracts include 162 for the 
Electricity Distribution Networks Sec-
tor, 43 for the Technical Services and 
Main Workshops Sector, and nine for 
the Monitoring and Control Sector.

In general, these contracts include 
the repair and installation of electrical 
transformer stations and cables in new 
and urban areas to provide electricity 
to new consumers. This is in addition 
to constructing buildings affi liated 
with the ministry to accommodate the 
growing number of employees and 
customers, particularly in new areas. 

The ministry also aims to replace 
and renovate old transformer stations 
to prevent malfunctions or fi res, espe-
cially during summer. 

In another development, sources 
from the ministry revealed that a ten-
der for the supply, installation and 
operation of a photovoltaic system on 
carports in the main workshops and 
the Emergency Services Department in 
Subhan, at a cost of KD2.293 million, 
was referred to the State Audit Bureau 
(SAB) on Tuesday. 

Sources said this is one of the re-
newable energy projects that the min-
istry intends to expand to supply elec-
tricity from renewable energy, which 
will operate its sites and replace tradi-
tional energy sources produced from 
fossil fuels.

In addition, sources disclosed that 
the concerned committee is in the fi nal 
stages of preparing the specifi cations 
for the smart water meter tender.

Sources said the committee has been 
keen on studying the specifi cations of 
the meters used in some Gulf Coopera-

tion Council (GCC) countries in order 
to determine those compatible with 
the climate of Kuwait. Sources added 
that once the committee completes its 
work, the specialized companies will 
be invited to bid for the project in ac-
cordance with the terms and conditions 
that the ministry will announce at the 
appropriate time.

Sources expect that the contract for 
this tender will be signed in the sec-
ond quarter of 2026; that is, once the 
ministry completes the documentation 
process.

Sources confi rmed that the min-
istry is focusing on the smart water 
meter project, through which it seeks 
to rationalize water consumption and 
eliminate waste sites.  “It is also a ma-
jor step toward complete digital trans-
formation as per the directive of the 
Council of Ministers in this regard,” 
sources added.

Community urged to act against drugs

Islamic Affairs holds 1st anti-drug 
forum ‘For the Sake of Homeland’
KUWAIT CITY, June 25: Ministry of 
Islamic Affairs launched the fi rst an-
ti-drug forum on Tuesday under the 
slogan “For the Sake of Homeland,” 
in cooperation with the Ministry of 
Interior, Ministry of Health, and the 
Kuwait Society for Drug Awareness 
and Prevention 
(Gharas), coin-
ciding with the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Day Against 
Drug Abuse and 
Illicit Traffi ck-
ing, reports Al-
Seyassah daily.

In his open-
ing speech, Un-
dersecretary of 
the Ministry of 
Islamic Affairs Dr. Bader Al-Mu-
tairi explained that the forum aims 
to strengthen cooperation and in-
tegration among relevant agencies, 
primarily the Ministry of Interior, 
Ministry of Health, Ministry of Edu-
cation, and others, to build commu-
nity awareness, especially among 
youth, and achieve comprehensive 

drug prevention.
Drugs pose a grave threat to socie-

ties, targeting minds and morals, and 
undermining the security of nations 
from within. Religious awareness is 
a key foundation for confronting this 
threat.

Al-Mutairi highlighted the im-
portance of continuing such events, 
which strengthen institutional and 
community partnerships and rein-
force national values.

He praised the efforts exerted by 
all participating parties and affi rmed 
the Ministry of Islamic Affairs’ full 
support for every initiative that con-
tributes to protecting society and 
protecting the nation from the dan-
gers of drugs.

It is worth mentioning that the 
two-day forum aims to raise aware-
ness and provide guidance on com-
bating drug abuse, achieving a drug-
free nation, and promoting religious 
and societal values against all types 
of drugs and intoxicants. The forum 
includes an educational and aware-
ness exhibition, lectures, workshops, 
and public competitions.

Al-Mutairi

KD 17 mln collected online in H1 2025

Ministry of Justice reports 40%
increase in Sahel transactions

KUWAIT CITY, June 25: Ministry 
of Justice announced that the number 
of online transactions submitted via 
the unifi ed government e-services 
application Sahel exceeded 1.7 mil-
lion in the fi rst half of 2025, mark-
ing a 40 percent increase compared 
to the same period last year, reports 
Al-Seyassah daily.

In a press statement, the minis-
try explained that the availability 
of online payment services through 
Sahel app contributed significantly 
to the collection of due amounts, 

with total financial payments 
reaching KD 17 million in the first 
half of 2025, which is a 126 percent 
increase compared to the same pe-
riod last year.

The number of notifi cations re-
ceived by users surpassed four mil-
lion during the same period, a 33 per-
cent increase compared to last year.

The ministry affi rmed its contin-
ued commitment to digital transfor-
mation and to launching more ser-
vices via the Sahel app to facilitate 
easier access for benefi ciaries.

Farwaniya Governorate photo
Farwaniya Governor with University offi cials during his visit at the Sabah Al-Salem 

University City.

Farwaniya Governor inspects 
Sabah Al-Salem University City
KUWAIT CITY, June 25: As part of his 
ongoing efforts to support a high-quality 
educational environment for students, Far-
waniya Governor Sheikh Athbi Al-Nasser 
Al-Athbi Al-Sabah conducted an inspection 
tour of Sabah Al-Salem University City on 
Wednesday.

According to a press release issued by 
Farwaniya Governorate, the governor was 
received by the Director of Sabah Al-Salem 
University City and President of Kuwait 
University Prof. Dina Musaed Al-Mailam, 
Secretary-General of the university Dr. 
Bader Al-Rajhi, Assistant Vice President 
for Planning Dr. Majed Abdulrazzaq Ma-
jeed, Assistant Secretary-General for Facili-

ties Management Affairs Muhammad Saud 
Al-Sulaiman, Director of the Security and 
Safety Department Yaqoub Al-Khamis, and 
Advisor to the University President Fahd 
Waleed Al-Nasser.

During his visit, the governor was briefed 
on the university’s buildings and public fa-
cilities. He toured various facilities, includ-
ing the emergency shelters.

The governor emphasized that Kuwait 
University is a national treasure for future 
generations and a source of pride for the 
country. He praised the university adminis-
tration for its cooperation with relevant au-
thorities and its commitment to enhancing 
the educational infrastructure.

Advancing science and training

Scientifi c Center and KISR sign MoU
KUWAIT CITY, June 25: The Scientifi c Center – one 
of the centers of Kuwait Foundation for the Advance-
ment of Sciences (KFAS) – has signed a Memoran-
dum of Understanding (MoU) with Kuwait Institute 
for Scientifi c Research (KISR) at the headquarters of 
the Scientifi c Center, in the presence of Director Gen-
eral of the Scientifi c Center Eng. Musaed Al-Yassin 
and acting Director General of KISR Dr. Faisal Al-
Humaidan.

The MoU is part of ongoing efforts to strengthen 
institutional collaboration between the two parties 
and refl ects a shared commitment to implement sus-
tainable scientifi c and educational projects that serve 
national development goals and support research and 
environmental efforts in Kuwait.  It includes the en-
hancement of food security through scientifi c and ap-

plied initiatives and projects.
It aims to strengthen cooperation between the Sci-

entifi c Center and KISR in a number of scientifi c and 
environmental fi elds; such as marine and desert envi-
ronmental sciences, aquaculture, biodiversity, water 
quality, nutrition and food security.

It also covers cooperation in organizing joint 
events and exhibitions, exchanging expertise and 
consultations, offering training programs, hosting 
researchers, and collaborating in the development of 
scientifi c research tools like the use of artifi cial intel-
ligence and data analysis technologies.

The memorandum stipulates the formation of 
a joint coordination committee from both parties 
to oversee the implementation of its terms and 
the activation of agreed-upon projects, following 

a flexible and evolving work plan. It is valid for 
three years and may be renewed, with periodic per-
formance evaluations to ensure the achievement of 
desired objectives.

It is an extension of a long history of fruitful col-
laboration between the two institutions, which previ-
ously worked together on several environmental and 
scientifi c projects that have had a clear impact on 
public awareness and research outputs. 

It also refl ects both parties’ commitment to sup-
port and develop national talent by creating train-
ing and professional development opportunities for 
researchers and those interested in scientifi c fi elds; 
thereby, contributing to the empowerment of a new 
generation of specialists in environment, science and 
technology.Photo during the signing of the Memorandum of Understanding.

Municipal Technical Committee 
approves rezoning in Mubarakiya

By Inaas Awadh
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, June 25: The Techni-
cal Committee at the Municipal Council, 
chaired by Munira Al-Amir, met on Tues-
day; during which it initially approved the 
rezoning of a part of Mubarakiya suburb 
(formerly Block 15) and the Kuwait Mu-
nicipality’s letter regarding the proposed 
amendment to the tables attached to the 
building regulations.

, the fi nal version of the proposed amend-

ment to Item No. 2 regarding the require-
ments and specifi cations for investment 
housing buildings inside and outside Ku-
wait City was retained on the agenda of the 
committee for further discussion in subse-
quent sessions.

The committee referred to the executive 
authority the request of the owners of prop-
erties located and overlooking the extension 
of Shuhada Street in the eastern part of the 
city to change the use from investment to 
commercial by 520 percent, for the authori-
ty to present a detailed study on the request.
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Ali Abdulwahab Al Mutawa Commercial Co. (AAW) Chairman and CEO Mr. 
Faisal Ali Abdulwahab Al Mutawa shakes hands with U.S. Ambassador to 

Kuwait, Her Excellency Ms. Karen Hideko Sasahara.

Photo by Mohammad Morsi
Minister of Education, Higher Education and Scientific Research Eng. 

Sayed Jalal Al-Tabtabaei during the high school results conference.

Cabinet OKs revised housing bill,
international judicial co-op drafts

Bills referred to HH Amir for final approval

KUWAIT CITY, June 
25, (KUNA): The Kuwaiti 
Cabinet on Tuesday ap-
proved a draft decree-law 
abolishing Article 29 of 
Law No. 47 of 1993 con-
cerning housing welfare, 
better known as the “Who 
Sold His House Law.” 

The Cabinet, which passed the 
new legislation during its custom-
ary weekly meeting, decided to 
refer the draft to His Highness the 
Amir Sheikh Meshal Al-Ahmad 
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah.

The Kuwaiti Cabinet also approved 
a draft decree-law related to interna-
tional judicial cooperation in criminal 
matters and referred it to His High-
ness the Amir Sheikh Meshal Al-Ah-
mad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. The Cabinet 
passed this legislation during its cus-
tomary weekly meeting. The draft 
decree-law primarily aims to regulate 
mechanisms for international judicial 
cooperation to reinforce Kuwait’s 
leading role in combating transna-
tional crime and confiscating criminal 
proceeds, in line with its international 
commitments.

PM Diwan photo
The Cabinet’s customary weekly meeting, under the chairmanship of His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh 

Ahmad Abdullah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, held at Bayan Palace. 
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explanation by Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Abdullah Al-Yahya, the cur-
rent chairman of the GCC ministerial 
council, about the 49th extraordinary 
foreign ministerial meeting, held in 

performance. It is not limited to moni-
toring the performance of ministries 
and employees. It has several mecha-
nisms; most notably field visits, fol-
lowing up the implementation of major 
projects, evaluating the performance 
of government agencies, and some-
times attending meetings, if invited,” 
he explained.

He added that when the relationship 
between State institutions changed in 
recent years, the agency was given 
greater oversight power; whereas in 
the past it was governed by the ambig-
uous relationship between the Council 
of Ministers and the nation. “In the 
past, projects would slow down, either 
due to negligence and lack of follow-
up, or due to the interference of influ-
ential and self-interested individuals,” 
he asserted.

He also confirmed that “after the 
ministerial position stabilized and in-
terference ceased, there has been a 
greater sense of ease in dealing with 
institutions and individuals in terms 
of government performance. Today, 
the agency is very active in carrying 
out all the tasks assigned to it; while 
closely monitoring the performance of 
facilities and projects, under the super-
vision of the senior leadership and HH 
the Prime Minister.”

“If we find any negligence on the 
part of an employee or entity, or in a 
project; we quickly draw attention to it 
and suggest remedial action. The best 
way to address the problem is to bring 
the matter to the attention of the Prime 
Minister. This is our normal course of 
action,” he revealed.

He went on to say that “we wel-
come all suggestions we receive 
from the ministries, because we are 
convinced that everyone comple-
ments one another, in order to 
achieve distinguished government 
work that is swiftly accomplished 
and error-free.”

He added that contemporary chal-
lenges, especially cross-border risks, 
require effective international cooper-
ation and continuous exchange of ex-
pertise and best practices to ensure the 
safety of people and the environment.

He also stated that the Center is 
open to all forms of bilateral, regional, 
and international cooperation in areas 
of training, capacity building, and in-
formation exchange, expressing his 
aspiration for a fruitful and sustainable 
partnership with EU missions that sup-
ports regional security and enhances 
collective responses to future risks.

For their part, the ambassadors 
praised the level of technical and tech-
nological advancement witnessed at 
the Center and expressed their admira-
tion for the advanced methodology ad-
opted by the Gulf countries in dealing 
with crises and cross-border risks.

The delegation included ambassa-
dors from Croatia, Germany, Roma-
nia, Bulgaria, Belgium, Austria, Mal-
ta, Hungary, the Netherlands, Italy, 
the Czech Republic, France, Greece, 
Spain, Poland, Cyprus, and the Am-
bassador of the European Union.

ing Law No. 91 of 2013 on combating 
Trafficking in Persons and Smuggling 
of Migrants.

At the conclusion of the meeting, 
participating parties expressed their 
readiness to cooperate with the Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs, represented 
by the Human Rights Department, in 
order to advance workers’ rights, while 
also reviewing their plans and strate-
gies for presentation at the upcoming 
114th international conference.

authorities to improve Kuwait’s hu-
man rights measures, as the General 
Federation of Kuwait Trade Unions 
was greatly thanked for their ongoing 
professional and educational training.

The latest developments for the 
digital platform for labor recruitment 
were covered, with the aim to prevent-
ing future human trafficking cases, 
ensuring a systematic process, and ac-
tivating the role of diplomacy.

In addition, leveraging the techno-
logical revolution to streamline the 
process was also explored, which in-
volves data logging to electronic con-
tracts, in line with His Highness the 
Amir’s directives to digitize Kuwait’s 
services.

In this regard, Assistant Foreign 
Minister for Human Rights Affairs 
Ambassador Sheikha Jawaher Ibra-
him AL-Duaij AL-Sabah stressed in 
her statement to KUNA the “need to 
raise and improve the performance of 
first responders (law enforcement, and 
agencies specialized in human traffick-
ing cases).”

She also stressed the need to orga-
nize training courses and workshops 
for new employees at the two migrant 
worker shelters, in cooperation with 
the International Organization for Mi-
gration, to train them on implement-

In September of 2023, Iraq’s Feder-
al Supreme Court ruled that a bilateral 
agreement regulating navigation in the 
Khor Abdullah waterway was uncon-
stitutional, a decision Kuwait said con-
tained “historical fallacies”.

for wastewater treatment plants, and 
free and economic zones.

The meeting also discussed expand-
ing cooperation and strategic partner-
ships, as well as investment and eco-
nomic opportunities with China, and 
accelerating the implementation of 
these major projects in line with the 
country’s development vision.

The Assistant Foreign Minister for 
Asian Affairs and member and rapporteur 
of the Ministerial Committee, Ambassa-
dor Samih Jawhar Hayat, gave a detailed 
explanation of the cooperation, consulta-
tion and coordination existing between 
the governments of the two countries.

The meeting was attended Minis-
ter of Public Works Dr. Noura Al-
Mashaan, Minister of State for Munic-
ipal Affairs and Minister of State for 
Housing Affairs Abdullatif Al-Mis-
hari, Minister of Finance and Minister 
of State for Economic and Investment 
Affairs Noura Al-Fassam, Minister 
of Electricity, Water and Renewable 
Energy Dr. Sabeeh Al-Mukhaizeem, 
Director General of the Kuwait Di-
rect Investment Promotion Authority 
Sheikh Dr. Meshal Jaber Al-Ahmad 
Al-Sabah, Head of the Fatwa and Leg-
islation Department Salah Al-Majed, 
Assistant Foreign Minister for Asian 
Affairs, and member and rapporteur 
of the Ministerial Committee Ambas-
sador Samih Jawhar Hayat.

Similarly, His Highness the Crown 
Prince Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Ha-
mad Al-Sabah sent on Wednesday a 
congratulatory cable to the Amir of 
Qatar Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al-
Thani on the advent of the 12th anni-
versary of assuming post.

In the cable, His Highness the 
Crown Prince lauded the tremendous 
achievements by Qatar, wishing the 
leadership and people there continuous 
development and progress. 

His Highness the Prime Minister 
Sheikh Ahmad Abdullah Al-Ahmad 
Al-Sabah also sent a similar cable of 
congratulations to the Amir of Qatar 
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al-Thani 
on the occasion of the 12th anniversary 
of his post assumption.

Doha today as a sign of solidarity with 
and support for the State of Qatar.

At the onset of the meeting, the 
Cabinet reiterated Kuwait’s emphatic 
condemnation of the blatant attack on 
Al-Udeid Airbase in Qatar as an ob-
vious breach of Qatar’s sovereignty, 
international law and the UN Charter.

It underlined that the State of Ku-
wait stands side by side with the State 
of Qatar and backs all measures it is 
taking to safeguard its sovereignty, se-
curity and stability

It added that the State of Kuwait is 
ready to harness all its potential and 
capabilities to support Qatar, wishing 
Qatar and its sisterly people long-last-
ing security and stability.

Furthermore, the Cabinet restated Ku-
wait’s vehement opposition to military 
escalation, while calling on involved 
parties to exert joint efforts to settle in-
ternational disagreements by peaceful 
and diplomatic means and continuing ne-
gotiations in order to safeguard regional 
security, peace and stability.

Also on Tuesday, Kuwaiti Minister of 
Foreign Affairs Abdullah Al-Yahya, the 
current chairman of the GCC Ministerial 
Council, chaired the 49th extraordinary 
GCC ministerial meeting in Doha to look 
into regional developments and bolster 
pan-Gulf action.

During the meeting, they GCC foreign 
ministers echoed their utter support for 
Qatar and condemnation of the Iranian 
attack on Al-Udeid Airbase, underlining 
that Qatar’s security is an integral part of 
GCC security, the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs said in a press release.

The ministers, further, welcomed 
the announced ceasefire agreement, 
calling for capitalizing on such a step 
to promote the political option and step 
up diplomatic efforts to ensure region-
al security and stability. 

Following the extraordinary session, 
the Ministerial Council issued a statement 
condemning in the strongest terms the 
missile strikes launched by Iran against a 
military base in Qatar, read out by GCC 
Secretary-General Jasem Al Budaiwi.

The Council expressed deep regret and 
firm denunciation of the attack, viewing 
it as a blatant, unacceptable, and danger-
ous violation of Qatar’s sovereignty and 
airspace, international law, and the UN 
Charter, Al-Budaiwi said.

The Council expressed full solidar-
ity with Qatar, and affirmed its com-
plete support for any measures the 
country may take to preserve its secu-
rity and stability.

The Ministerial Council praised 
the capabilities of the Qatari Armed 
Forces in repelling the Iranian attack 
and emphasized that the security and 
stability of Qatar is an integral part of 
the security and stability of all GCC 
member states.

In this regard, the council welcomed 
US President Donald Trump’s an-
nouncement of the ceasefire agreement 
and ending the war between Iran and 
Israeli occupation forces.

Furthermore, the Council statement 
praised Oman’s role in the US-Iran nu-
clear negotiations, as well as the U.S. 
and Qatari efforts in mediating to end 
the war. 

The fragile ceasefire between Israel 
and Iran appeared to be holding on 
Wednesday after a rocky start, giving 
rise to cautious hope for longer-term 
peace even as Tehran insisted it will 
not give up its nuclear program.

U.S. President Donald Trump, who 
helped negotiate the ceasefire that took 
hold on Tuesday, the 12th day of the 
war, told reporters at a NATO summit 
it was going “very well,” adding that 
Iran was “not going to have a bomb 
and they’re not going to enrich.”

Iran has insisted, however, that it 
will not give up its nuclear program. 
In a vote underscoring the tough path 
ahead, its parliament agreed to fast-
track a proposal that would effectively 
stop the country’s cooperation with the 
International Atomic Energy Agency, 
the U.N. watchdog that has monitored 
the program for years.

Iran Parliament Speaker Moham-
mad Bagher Qalibaf criticized the 
IAEA for having “refused to even pre-
tend to condemn the attack on Iran’s 
nuclear facilities” that the United 

States carried out on Sunday.
“For this reason, the Atomic Energy 

Organization of Iran will suspend co-
operation with the IAEA until secu-
rity of nuclear facilities is ensured, and 
Iran’s peaceful nuclear program will 
move forward at a faster pace,” Qali-
baf told lawmakers.

IAEA Director General Rafael 
Mariano Grossi said he had already 
written to Iran to discuss resuming in-
spections of their nuclear facilities.

Among other things, Iran claims to 
have moved its highly enriched ura-
nium ahead of the U.S. strikes, and 
Grossi said his inspectors need to re-
assess the country’s stockpiles.

“We need to return,” he said. “We 
need to engage.”

French President Emmanuel Ma-
cron, whose country was part of the 
2015 deal with Iran that restricted its 
nuclear program but began unraveling 
after Trump pulled the U.S. out in his 
first term, said he hoped Tehran would 
come back to the table.

Iran has long maintained that its nu-
clear program was peaceful, and U.S. 
intelligence agencies have assessed 
that Tehran is not actively pursuing a 
bomb. However, Israeli leaders have 
argued that Iran could quickly assem-
ble a nuclear weapon.

Israel is widely believed to be the 
only Middle Eastern country with 
nuclear weapons, which it has never 
acknowledged.

The Israel Atomic Energy Commis-
sion said its assessment was that the 
U.S. and Israeli strikes have “set back 
Iran’s ability to develop nuclear weap-
ons by many years.” It did not give evi-
dence to back up its claim.

The U.S. strikes hit three Iranian 
nuclear sites, which Trump said “com-
pletely and fully obliterated” the coun-
try’s nuclear program. At the NATO 
summit, when asked about a U.S. in-
telligence report that found Iran’s nu-
clear program has been set back only a 
few months, Trump scoffed and said it 
would at least take “years” to rebuild.

Iran’s Foreign Ministry spokes-
man, Esmail Baghaei, confirmed that 
the strikes by U.S. B-2 bombers using 
bunker-buster bombs had caused sig-
nificant damage.

“Our nuclear installations have been 
badly damaged, that’s for sure,” he 
told Al Jazeera on Wednesday, while 
refusing to go into detail.

He seemed to suggest Iran might 
not shut out IAEA inspectors for good, 
noting that the bill before parliament 
only talks of suspending work with the 
agency, not ending it. He also insisted 
Iran has the right to pursue a nuclear 
energy program.

“Iran is determined to preserve that 
right under any circumstances,” he 
said.

Trump’s special envoy to the Mid-
east, Steve Witkoff, said on Fox News 
late on Tuesday that Israel and the U.S. 
had achieved their objective of “the 
total destruction of the enrichment ca-
pacity” in Iran, and Iran’s prerequisite 
for talks - that Israel end its campaign 
- had been fulfilled.

“The proof is in the pudding,” he 
said. “No one’s shooting at each other. 
It’s over.”

Grossi said he could not speculate 
on how bad the damage was but that 
Iran’s nuclear capabilities were well 
known.

“The technical knowledge is there, 
and the industrial capacity is there,” 
he said. “That no one can deny, so we 
need to work together with them.”

An Israeli official, speaking on con-
dition of anonymity to discuss internal 
deliberations, said the ceasefire agree-
ment with Iran amounted to “quiet for 
quiet,” with no further understandings 
about Iran’s nuclear program going 
ahead.

In the Fox News interview, Witkoff 
said Trump is now looking to land “a 
comprehensive peace agreement that 
goes beyond even the ceasefire.”

“We’re already talking to each oth-
er, not just directly, but also through 
interlocutors,” Witkoff said, adding 
that the conversations were promising 
and “we’re hopeful that we can have a 
long-term peace agreement.”

AAW chairman bids farewell
to outgoing US ambassador

KUWAIT CITY, June 25: Ali Ab-
dulwahab Al Mutawa Commercial 
Co. (AAW) Chairman and CEO Mr. 
Faisal Ali Abdulwahab Al Mutawa, 
welcomed the U.S. Ambassador to 
Kuwait, Her Excellency Ms. Karen 
Hideko Sasahara, at the company’s 
headquarters on Wednesday for a fare-
well visit marking the conclusion of 
her diplomatic mission in Kuwait.

Extending his sincere gratitude and 
appreciation to Her Excellency, Mr. 
Faisal Al Mutawa said: “We appreci-
ate H.E. Ms. Karen Sasahara for her 
efforts during her tenure in Kuwait. 
We are grateful for her role in strength-
ening the economic and commercial 
ties between Kuwait and the United 

States.”
He added: “We wish the Ambas-

sador every success in her next diplo-
matic assignment and look forward to 
welcoming her successor to continue 
reinforcing the partnerships between 
Ali Abdulwahab Al Mutawa Com-
mercial Co. and leading U.S. private-
sector companies.”

Ali Abdulwahab Al Mutawa Com-
mercial Company is one of the largest 
retail and distribution companies in 
Kuwait, with world-class operations 
across various industries. The compa-
ny is the distributor for over 200 global 
brands in Kuwait’s surging wholesale 
and retail market, and is a primary dis-
tributor for several American brands.

Science tops with 86.66%

Al-Tabtabaei approves high school 
results, praises students’ success
By Abdulrahman Al-Shammari
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, June 25: Minister of 
Education, Higher Education and Sci-
entifi c Research Eng. Sayed Jalal Al-
Tabtabaei has approved the results of 
the high school exams for the 2024/2025 
academic year in all departments. 

The Science, Literature and Reli-
gious Education sections, in addition 
to special education students, account-
ed for a total of 32,800 students. 

Offi cial statistics issued by the con-
trol centers revealed that the Science 
Section recorded the highest success 
rate at 86.66 percent. Public schools 
in this section achieved a success rate 
of 89.62 percent, while private educa-
tion recorded 81.86 percent, Religious 
Education 60.15 percent and home 
education 9.3 percent. 

The Literature Section recorded an 
overall success rate of 77.49 percent, 
with public education boasting a suc-
cess rate of 83.06 percent, compared 
to 55.89 percent for private education, 
68.83 percent for education centers 
and 16.39 percent for home education. 

In the Religious Education Section, 
the overall success rate is 80.74 percent, 
with 591 students passing out of 732 
who took the exams. Public schools re-
corded the highest success rate in this 
section at 86.95 percent, followed by pri-
vate schools at 74.81 percent and home 
schools at 55.6 percent.

A large number of outstanding stu-
dents dominated the scene, particularly in 
the Science Section, in which 53 students 
achieved a 100 percent score -- 44 of 
whom are Egyptians, along with one Ku-
waiti among the top students. A notable 
advantage was observed among female 
students, with schools varying between 
public and private.

In the Literature Section, the num-
ber of top students reached 50, led 
by Sarah Faleh Al-Azmi with a score 
of 99.65 percent, followed by Ghada 
Saad Al-Otaibi with a score of 99.53 
percent. Kuwaitis constituted the larg-
est percentage of top students, with 
22 students, along with other nation-
alities, most notably Egyptian, with 
female students clearly dominating.

The Religious Education Section in-
cluded 48 among the top students, with 
Duha Mohammad Ismail in fi rst place 
with a score of 99.77 percent. Top stu-
dents in this section included Kuwaitis, 
Egyptians, Palestinians and others, with 
female students continuing to excel.

Meanwhile, Al-Tabtabaei affi rmed 
that “feelings of pride and honor unit-
ed home, school and the nation in cel-
ebrating our sons and daughters at the 
end of high school.” 

On this precious occasion, he stressed 
his commitment to continue to work and 
strive with complete honesty and sincer-
ity, embodying the vision of the political 
leadership to build a better educational 
future for the people of Kuwait and en-
hancing the status of the beloved country. 

In his speech during the ceremony an-
nouncing the fi nal results for the Grade 
12 students, Al-Tabtabaei said “I extend 

my deep gratitude to the wise political 
leadership, headed by His Highness the 
Amir Sheikh Meshal Al-Ahmad and His 
Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Sa-
bah Al-Khaled, for their continuous sup-
port of the educational process and their 
sound directives, which have been and 
continue to be a source of inspiration and 
support for us, after Allah Almighty, in 
all the reform and development steps we 
seek to achieve at the Ministry of Edu-
cation. I extend my sincere thanks and 
appreciation to His Highness the Prime 
Minister Sheikh Ahmad Al-Abdullah 
for his continuous support and follow-
up, especially during the exam period, 
which had a profound impact on orga-
nizing work and achieving discipline. I 
cannot miss extending my sincere thanks 
to His Excellency the First Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of Interior, Sheikh 
Fahad Al-Yousuf Al-Sabah for his gener-
ous support and for harnessing the efforts 
of all sectors at the Ministry of Interior, 
especially during the exam period, which 
contributed to providing a fair and orga-
nized exam environment for our students. 
We pledge to Allah, then to our wise 
leadership and the loyal people of Ku-
wait, that we will continue our work and 
dedication with complete honesty and 
sincerity, through the combined efforts 
of my brothers and sisters at the Ministry, 
each in their respective positions, to work 
hand in hand to realize the vision of the 
political leadership in building a better 
educational future for our children and 
strengthening the position of our beloved 
homeland, Kuwait.”

Addressing the students, he stated 
“my distinguished and successful sons 
and daughters, I congratulate you on this 
graduation with pride and honor. You 
carry the banner of knowledge and learn-
ing, that great trust and noble responsibil-
ity of continuing the path of diligence and 
hard work, and achieving your ambitions 
and the hopes of your families. You are 
the true wealth of Kuwait.”

 He also thanked the parents, saying, 
“at the end of this academic year, and as 
we stand on the threshold of a new phase 
in the lives of our children, we can only 
extend our sincere thanks and apprecia-
tion to the honorable parents, who have 
always been a source of support and en-
couragement for their children. You are 
the ones who nurtured their dreams until 
they matured. Today, you rejoice in the 
fruits of your labor.  We share this pride 
with you. Thank you for the love you 
have for your children.

He praised the teachers, stating, “I 
extend my special thanks to my broth-
ers and sisters -- the teachers -- who 
have been dedicated to their work and 
have been the best role models for our 
children in their educational journey. I 
also thank the administrators who have 
been a source of support and encour-
agement, the supervisors, the observ-
ers, the committee heads, the national 
supervisors, and everyone who has 
fulfi lled their duties. Your efforts are 
a source of pride and appreciation.  
Through your dedication, we have 
achieved our desired goals and reached 
these honorable results.”
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Lawsuit challenges billions of dollars in WH funding cuts

‘Restate ironclad commitment to collective defense’

Mamdani declares victory in New York
City’s Democratic mayoral primary

US Republicans attempt to discourage President Trump lawsuits hit big obstacle

EU help in healing Cyprus’ ethnic split
could bring benefi ts to all, offi cials say

NATO leaders agree to hike military spending

UK to buy F-35 jets capable
of carrying nuclear bombs

NEW YORK, June 25, (AP): Zohran 
Mamdani declared victory in New 
York City’s Democratic mayoral pri-
mary Tuesday night after Andrew 
Cuomo conceded the race in a stunning 
upset, as the young, progressive upstart 
who was virtually unknown when the 
contest began built a substantial lead 
over the more experienced but scandal-
scarred former governor.

Though the race’s ultimate outcome 
will still be decided by a ranked choice 
count, Mamdani took a commanding 
position just hours after the polls closed.

With victory all but assured, Mam-
dani, a 33-year-old democratic socialist 
who ran an energetic campaign centered 
on the cost of living, told supporters, “I 
will be your Democratic nominee for 
the mayor of New York City.”

“I will be the mayor for every New 
Yorker, whether you voted for me, for 
Governor Cuomo, or felt too disillu-
sioned by a long-broken political sys-
tem to vote at all,” he said. “I will work 
to be a mayor you will be proud to call 

your own.”
Cuomo, who had been the front-

runner throughout a race that was his 
comeback bid from a sexual harass-
ment scandal, conceded the election, 
telling a crowd that he had called Mam-
dani to congratulate him.

“Tonight is his night. He deserved it. 
He won,” Cuomo told supporters.

Cuomo trailed Mamdani by a signifi -
cant margin in the fi rst choice ballots 
and faced an exceedingly diffi cult path-
way to catching up when ballots are re-
distributed in New York City’s ranked 
choice voting process.

Mamdani, a member of the state 
Assembly since 2021, would be the 
city’s fi rst Muslim and Indian Ameri-
can mayor if elected. Incumbent Mayor 
Eric Adams skipped the primary. He’s 
running as an independent in the gen-
eral election. Cuomo also has the op-
tion of running in the general election.

“We are going to take a look and 
make some decisions,” Cuomo said.

Cuomo and Mamdani were a study 

in political contrasts and could have 
played stand-ins for the larger Demo-
cratic Party’s ideological divide, with 
one candidate a fresh-faced progressive 
and the other an older moderate.

Cuomo characterized the city as a 
threatening, out-of-control place desper-
ate for an experienced leader who could 
restore order. He brought the power of 
a political dynasty to the race, securing 
an impressive array of endorsements 
from important local leaders and labor 
groups, all while political action com-
mittees created to support his campaign 
pulled in staggering sums of cash.

Mamdani, meanwhile, offered an 
optimistic message that life in the city 
could improve under his agenda, which 
was laser-focused on the idea that a 
mayor has the power to do things that 
lower the cost of living. The party’s 
progressive wing coalesced behind him 
and he secured endorsements from two 
of the country’s foremost progressives, 
Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez and 
Sen. Bernie Sanders.

WASHINGTON, June 25, (AP): US 
Republicans have hit a roadblock in an 
effort that could deter nonprofi ts, indi-
viduals and other potential litigants from 
fi ling lawsuits to block President Donald 
Trump over his executive actions.

As Trump faces lawsuits nation-
wide, GOP lawmakers had sought to 
bar federal courts from issuing tempo-
rary restraining orders or preliminary 
injunctions against the federal govern-
ment unless the plaintiffs post what in 
many cases would be a massive fi nan-
cial bond at the beginning of the case.

The proposal was included in the 
Senate version of Trump’s massive 
tax and immigration bill, but ran into 
trouble with the Senate parliamentar-
ian, who said it violates the chamber’s 
rules. It is now unlikely to be in the fi -
nal package.

Federal judges can already require 
plaintiffs to post security bonds, but 
such funds are commonly waived in 
public interest cases. The GOP pro-
posal would make the payment of the 
fi nancial bond a requirement before a 
judge could make a ruling, which crit-
ics said would have a chilling effect on 
potential litigants who wouldn’t have 
the resources to comply.

Senate Democratic leader Chuck 
Schumer hailed the parliamentarian’s 
ruling in a press statement and called 
the GOP effort “nothing short of an 
assault on the system of checks and 
balances that has anchored the nation 

since it’s founding.”
“But Senate Democrats stopped 

them cold,” Schumer said.
Lawmakers are running scores of 

provisions by the Senate parliamentar-
ian’s offi ce to ensure they fi t with the 
chamber’s rules for inclusion in a rec-
onciliation bill. The recommendations 
from Elizabeth MacDonough will have 
a major impact on the fi nal version of 
the legislation.

On Friday, she determined that a 
proposal to shift some food stamps 
costs from the federal government to 
states would violate the chamber’s 
rules. But some of the most diffi cult 
questions are still to come as Repub-
licans hope to get a bill passed and on 
Trump’s desk to be signed into law be-
fore July 4th.

Republicans could still seek to in-
clude the judiciary provision in the 
bill, but it would likely be challenged 
and subject to a separate vote in which 
the provision would need 60 votes to 
remain. The parliamentarian’s advice, 
while not binding, is generally fol-
lowed by the Senate.

Republicans and the White House 
have been highly critical of some 
of the court rulings blocking vari-
ous Trump orders on immigration, 
education and voting. The courts have 
agreed to block the president in a num-
ber of cases, and the administration is 
seeking appeals as well.

In April, the House voted to limit the 

scope of injunctive relief ordered by 
a district judge to those parties before 
the court, rather than applying the re-
lief nationally. But that bill is unlikely 
to advance in the Senate since it would 
need 60 votes to advance. That’s left 
Republicans looking for other avenues 
to blunt the court orders.

“We are experiencing a constitu-
tional crisis, a judicial coup d’etat,” 
Rep. Bob Onder, R-Mo., said during 

the House debate.

Also:
BOSTON: Attorneys general from 
more than 20 states and Washington, 
D.C. fi led a federal lawsuit Tuesday 
challenging billions of dollars in fund-
ing cuts made by the Trump admin-
istration that would fund everything 
from crime prevention to food security 
to scientifi c research.

The lawsuit fi led in Boston is ask-
ing a judge to limit the Trump admin-
istration from relying on an obscure 
clause in the federal regulation to cut 
grants that don’t align with its priori-
ties. Since January, the lawsuit argues 
that the administration has used that 
clause to cancel entire programs and 
thousands of grants that had been pre-
viously awarded to states and grantees.

“Defendants’ decision to invoke the 
Clause to terminate grants based on 
changed agency priorities is unlawful 
several times over,” the plaintiffs ar-
gued. “The rulemaking history of the 
Clause makes plain that the (Offi ce 
of Management and Budget) intended 
for the Clause to permit terminations 
in only limited circumstances and pro-
vides no support for a broad power to 
terminate grants on a whim based on 
newly identifi ed agency priorities.”

The lawsuit argues the Trump ad-
ministration has used the clause for the 
basis of a “slash-and-burn campaign” 
to cut federal grants.

“Defendants have terminated thou-
sands of grant awards made to Plain-
tiffs, pulling the rug out from under the 
States, and taking away critical federal 
funding on which States and their resi-
dents rely for essential programs,” the 
lawsuit added.

The White House’s Offi ce of Man-
agement and Budget did not immedi-
ately respond to a request made Tues-
day afternoon for comment.

Rhode Island Attorney General 
Neronha said this lawsuit was just 
one of several the coalition of mostly 
Democratic states have fi led over 
funding cuts. For the most part, they 
have largely succeeded in a string of 
legal victories to temporarily halt cuts.

This one, though, may be the broad-
est challenge to those funding cuts.

“It’s no secret that this President 
has gone to great lengths to intercept 
federal funding to the states, but what 
may be lesser known is how the Trump 
Administration is attempting to justify 
their unlawful actions,” Neronha said 
in a statement. “Nearly every lawsuit 
this coalition of Democratic attorneys 
general has fi led against the Adminis-
tration is related to its unlawful and fl a-
grant attempts to rob Americans of basic 
programs and services upon which they 
rely. Most often, this comes in the form 
of illegal federal funding cuts, which the 
Administration attempts to justify via a 
so-called ‘agency priorities clause.”

Connecticut Attorney General Wil-
liam Tong said the lawsuit aimed to 
stop funding cuts he described as in-
discriminate and illegal.

“There is no ‘because I don’t like you’ 
or ‘because I don’t feel like it anymore’ 
defunding clause in federal law that al-
lows the President to bypass Congress 
on a whim,” Tong said in a statement. 
“Since his fi rst minutes in offi ce, Trump 
has unilaterally defunded our police, our 
schools, our healthcare, and more. 

NICOSIA, Cyprus, June 25, (AP): The 
European Union can help resolve Cy-
prus’ decades-old ethnic division by 
underscoring to all sides in the dispute 
that a peace accord would bring with 
benefi ts and a signifi cant improvement 
in relations with the 27-member bloc, 
offi cials said Tuesday.

Johannes Hahn, the EU envoy for 
Cyprus, held his fi rst meeting Tues-
day with Cypriot President Nikos 
Christodoulides in his new capacity, 
which offi cials hope will build mo-
mentum toward reviving stalled ne-
gotiations led by the United Nations.

Cyprus was cleaved along ethnic 
lines in 1974 when Turkey invaded in 
the wake of a coup that aimed to unify 
the island with Greece. Only Turkey 
recognizes a 1983 Turkish Cypriot 
declaration of independence in the 
island’s northern third where Turkey 
maintains more than 35,000 troops.

Hahn said after the discussion with 
Christodoulides Tuesday that he would 
reach out to all stakeholders, including 
Turkey, to help build confi dence and 
support for Maria Angela Holguin, 
who is heading up peace efforts as 
the envoy to Cyprus representing UN 
Secretary-General Antonio Guterres.

Asked how the EU could help 
bridge what appear to be diametrically 
opposed positions held by the Greek 

Cypriot and Turkish Cypriot sides, 
Hahn said “all parties have particular 
interests related to the European Union 
and this is exactly what I try to fi gure 
out in all my meetings.”

Although Cyprus joined the EU in 
2004, only the southern Greek Cypriot 

part where the internationally recog-
nized government is seated enjoys full 
membership benefi ts.

Turkey began EU membership talks 
in 2005, but those have stalled over 
its refusal to recognize the Cypriot 
government as the island’s sole legal 
authority. Turkey remains keen to con-
clude visa liberalization talks with the 
EU that began in 2013.

Cyprus backs closer EU-Turkey 
ties as long as there is clear progress 
on Cyprus peace talks, government 
spokesman Konstantinos Letymbiotis 
said.

The primary obstacle to restarting 
peace talks is Turkish and Turkish 
Cypriot insistence on a deal that would 
recognize two states on the island. 
This goes against a peace blueprint en-
dorsed by the the U.N. Security Coun-
cil that foresees a federated Cyprus 
with Greek-speaking and Turkish-
speaking zones.

Greek Cypriots reject any agree-
ment that would formalize partition, 
fearing Turkey would seek to control 
the entire island in light of its demand 
to maintain a permanent troop pres-
ence and military intervention rights in 
Cyprus. Turkey also insists the minor-
ity Turkish Cypriots should have veto 
rights over all federal government de-
cisions.

THE HAGUE, Netherlands, June 
25, (AP): NATO leaders agreed on 
Wednesday on a massive hike in de-
fense spending after pressure from 
US President Donald Trump, and ex-
pressed their “ironclad commitment” 
to come to each other’s aid if attacked.

The 32 leaders endorsed a fi nal sum-
mit statement saying: “Allies commit 
to invest 5% of GDP annually on core 
defense requirements as well as de-
fense- and security-related spending 
by 2035 to ensure our individual and 
collective obligations.”

Spain had already offi cially an-
nounced that it cannot meet the target, 
and others have voiced reservations, 
but the investment pledge includes a 
review of spending in 2029 to moni-
tor progress and reassess the security 
threat posed by Russia.

The leaders also underlined their 
“ironclad commitment” to NATO’s 
collective security guarantee - “that 
an attack on one is an attack on all.” 
Ahead of the summit, Trump had again 
raised doubts over whether the United 
States would defend its allies.

The show of unity vindicated NATO 
Secretary-General Mark Rutte’s billing 
of the summit as “transformational,” 
even though it papered over divisions. 
The spending pledge sets European al-
lies and Canada on a steep path toward 
signifi cant military investment.

The spending hike requires each 
countries to spend billions of dollars. It 
comes as the United States - NATO’s 
biggest-spending member - shifts its at-

tention away from Europe to focus on 
security priorities elsewhere, notably in 
the Middle East and Indo-Pacifi c.

But ahead of the meeting, Spain 
announced that it would not be able 
to reach the target by the new 2035 
deadline, calling it “unreasonable.” 
Belgium signaled that it would not 
get there either, and Slovakia said it 
reserves the right to decide its own de-
fense spending.

Many European countries face ma-
jor economic challenges, and Trump’s 
global tariff war could make it even 

harder for America’s allies to reach 
their targets. Some countries are al-
ready squeezing welfare and foreign 
aid spending to channel extra funds 
into their military budgets.

On Tuesday, Trump complained 
that “there’s a problem with Spain. 
Spain is not agreeing, which is very 
unfair to the rest of them, frankly.” He 
has also criticized Canada “a low pay-
er.” In 2018, a NATO summit during 
Trump’s fi rst term unraveled due to a 
dispute over defense spending.

But Rutte conceded that “these are 
diffi cult decisions. Let’s be honest. I 
mean, politicians have to make choices 
in scarcity. And this is not easy.” But 
he said: “given the threat from the Rus-
sians, given the international security 
situation, there is no alternative.”

Other countries closer to the borders 
of Russia and Ukraine - Poland, the 
three Baltic states and Nordic coun-
tries - have committed to the goal, as 
have NATO’s European heavyweights 
Britain, France, Germany and the 
Netherlands.

“This is a big win, I think, for both 
President Trump and I think it’s also 
a big win for Europe,” Finnish Presi-
dent Alexander Stubb told reporters. 
“We’re witnessing the birth of a new 
NATO, which means a more balanced 
NATO.”

He said it would take nations “back 
to the defense expenditure levels of the 
Cold War.” NATO countries started to 
cut their military budgets in safer times 
after the Berlin Wall collapsed in 1989.

THE HAGUE, Netherlands, June 25, (AP): The United 
Kingdom will buy 12 US-made F-35 fi ghter jets capable of 
carrying nuclear bombs and will join NATO’s shared air-
borne nuclear mission, in a major expansion of its nuclear 
deterrent, Prime Minister Keir Starmer announced Wednes-
day.

The government called it “the biggest strengthening of the 
UK’s nuclear posture in a generation.”

Starmer made the announcement while attending a NATO 
summit in the Netherlands. NATO Secretary-General Mark 
Rutte welcomed the decision, calling it “yet another robust 
British contribution to NATO.”

The UK phased out air-dropped atomic weapons in the 
1990s after the end of the Cold War. Its nuclear arsenal now 
consists of submarine-based missiles.

Democratic mayoral candidate Zohran Mamdani takes the stage at his primary election party on June 25, in New 
York. (AP)

NATO heads of state and government pose for a group photo during the NATO summit in The Hague, Netherlands,  
June 25. (AP)

US President Donald Trump speaks to the media in the Oval Offi ce at the 
White House on June 10 in Washington, as Interior Secretary Doug Bur-
gum, Director of the Offi ce of Management and Budget Russell Vought and 

Secretary of Homeland Security Kristi Noem, look on. (AP)

The European Union special envoy 
for Cyprus Johannes Chan talks 
with Cyprus’ President Nikos Chris-
todoulides (not seen) during their 
meeting at the presidential palace 
in divided capital Nicosia, Cyprus, 

Tuesday, June 24, 2025. (AP)

Demonstrators protest against 
the NATO summit as police follow 
them in The Hague, Netherlands 

on June 25. (AP)

Britain’s Prime Minister Keir Starmer, (center), visits 
the Netherlands marines training base, as part of the 
UK-Netherlands Joint Amphibious Force in Rotterdam, 
Netherlands on June 24, , on the sidelines of the NATO 

summit. (AP)

Europe
Georgia jails top opposition figures: Georgia has 
jailed four key opposition figures within days as part 
of a monthslong crackdown on dissent that followed a 
disputed election last October in the South Caucasus 
country.

Nearly all leaders of Georgia’s pro-Western opposition 
are now behind bars, as protests continue against the rul-
ing Georgian Dream party and its decision last year to halt 
Georgia’s bid to join the European Union. The demonstra-
tors, who gather daily in the capital, Tbilisi, also say that the 
vote on Oct 26 that handed Georgian Dream another term in 
power was not free or fair.

On Tuesday, politician Giorgi Vashadze of the Strategy 
Agmashenebeli party was sentenced to eight months in 
prison for refusing to testify in an official probe that Geor-
gian Dream’s critics call an act of political revenge. (AP)

❑     ❑     ❑

Czech authorities detain 5 teens: Czech authorities 
have detained five teenagers for being radicalized online by 
the militant Islamic State group and charged two of them 
with terror-related crimes over an attempt to set fire to a 
synagogue, officials said Wednesday.

Bretislav Brejcha, the director of the Czech counterter-
rorism, extremism and cybercrime department, said most 
of the suspects are under 18 years old. They were detained 
between February and June as a result of an international 
investigation that started last year. (AP)



SAN SALVADOR, El Salvador, 
June 25, (AP): A judge in El Salva-
dor ordered that a lawyer and well-
known critic of President Nayib 
Bukele remain in jail as his prosecu-
tion on charges of money laundering 
proceeds in a blow to critics pushing 
back against the government.

Enrique Anaya was detained by 
police earlier this month on money 
laundering allegations just days after 
calling Bukele a “dictator” on live 
TV. His arrest has been the subject of 
an outcry by human rights defenders.

“Unfortunately, the result was not 
what we had hoped for,” Anaya’s 
attorney Jaime Quintanilla said, 
adding that the case would now pro-
ceed into an investigative phase. He 
said they expected to hear more in 
the coming weeks.

Upon Anaya’s arrest, authori-
ties did not provide details about 
the allegations against him despite 
posting a photo of the constitutional 
lawyer in handcuffs surrounded by 
armed police.

Advocates, legal experts and in-
ternational watchdogs have warned 
that Bukele has grown emboldened 
by his alliance with U.S. President 
Donald Trump. He has moved to 
silence critics through recent ar-
rests and a new foreign agents law 
that sent chills through nongovern-
mental organizations that receive 
overseas funding. Anaya’s June 10 
arrest was just the latest example.

Another judge issued a similar 
decision against prominent human 
rights attorney Ruth Leonora López 
earlier this month. That judge or-
dered López, another outspoken 

Bukele critic, held for six months on 
charges of illegal enrichment.

Anaya’s legal team insists that he 
is innocent and that the detention 
was purely political. Quintanilla, 
his lawyer, said it also violated his 
rights because he was not brought 
before a judge within 72 hours of 
his arrest as required by the coun-
try’s constitution.

Rather, he was held for 14 days and 
instead appeared to be detained under 
emergency provisions that Bukele has 
used to crack down on the country’s 
gangs and detain alleged gang mem-
bers with little access to due process. 
Tuesday was the first time Anaya has 
appeared before a judge.

Quintanilla said this was illegal be-
cause Anaya was accused of a crime 

unconnected to gang violence. He had 
appealed to the country’s Supreme 
Court, using a habeas corpus petition, 
which was partially granted Saturday, 
leading to Tuesday’s hearing.

He had hoped that Anaya would 
be set free, but the detained lawyer 
was walked out of court in hand-
cuffs surrounded by police. He 
nodded to reporters with his cuffed 
hands held to his chest.

Speaking to reporters during a 
break in the hearing, Quintanilla 
said he could not share further de-
tails about what occurred in the 
courtroom because the case is 
sealed, but said that prosecutors 
presented charges, the defense re-
sponded, and the judge ultimately 
allowed Anaya to speak.

Africa
Court order stops Lungu’s burial in S.Africa: The 
Zambian government succeeded in getting a court order to 
stop the private burial of former President Edgar Lungu in 
South Africa on Wednesday after it fi led a last-minute case 
that was heard on the day of the funeral.

The case forced members of Lungu’s family to delay 
their appearance at a burial service 
and instead attend a courtroom 
hearing in the South African capital 
dressed in black funeral attire.

The Pretoria High Court ruled 
that both parties had agreed after 
consultations that Lungu would not 
be buried until the case over where 
his funeral would be held was de-
cided. The judge set an Aug. 4 date 
for another hearing.

The legal challenge by the Zam-
bian government against Lungu’s 
burial in South Africa was the latest 
development in a nearly monthlong 
dispute with Lungu’s family over the details of his funeral 
and fi nal resting place.

The Zambian government wants Lungu to have a state 
funeral at home - something Lungu’s family have refused to 
allow because of his bitter political feud with current Zam-

bian President Hakainde Hichilema.
Lungu, who was Zambia’s leader from 2015 to 2021, 

died of an undisclosed illness in a South African hospital on 
June 5 at the age of 68.

Zambia’s government said it had already prepared a 
grave for Lungu at a cemetery where all presidents are tra-
ditionally buried. (AP)

❑     ❑     ❑

Congolese soldier kills 3 colleagues: A Congolese 
soldier shot and killed two of his colleagues while a third 
died of critical injuries in an altercation in the country’s east 
that left others wounded, local officials said Tuesday.

The soldiers in Mungazi in the province of North Kivu, a 
town close to the frontline of the military’s fight with Rwan-
da-backed M23 rebels, had recently received their paychecks 
when an argument escalated into violence late Monday eve-
ning, according to Fiston Misona Tabashile, president of the 
civil society of Walikale, the area’s principal town.

Maj. Nestor Mavudisa, Congolese military spokesper-
son, said eight wounded soldiers were being treated, adding 
that those involved in the altercation would be punished.

“The perpetrators have been apprehended and are in 
custody,” said Mavudisa, urging locals to “go about their 
business freely.”

Jean Kokwe, a local miner, said many thought M23 reb-
els were behind the shooting.

“It was only afterward that some people who were there 
told us that it was Congolese military soldiers who had re-
ceived their pay,” he said. (AP)

INTERNATIONAL
ARAB TIMES, THURSDAY, JUNE 26, 2025

7

Over 80,000 evacuated amid serious fl ooding in SW China
Continuous heavy rainfall and 
upstream infl ows have triggered 
severe fl ooding in two counties of 
Guizhou Province in southwest 
China, prompting mass evacua-
tions.

As of 2:30 pm Tuesday, 48,900 
residents were temporarily evacu-
ated in Rongjiang County and 
32,000 in Congjiang County. The 

fl ood control emergency response 
has been escalated to Level I, the 
highest, in both counties.

Rongjiang, a county known for 
Cun Chao -- a rural football league 
covering over 100 village teams 
and drawing numerous fans across 
the country, saw heavy rainstorms 
from 8 p.m. Monday, with a venue 
at the Duliu River exceeding the 

warning level by 6.68 meters as of 
2 p.m. Tuesday.

The football fi eld at the Cun 
Chao stadium was submerged un-
der three meters of water.

Long Tian, a resident near the 
stadium, recalled that when he 
woke up at 8 a.m. Tuesday, the wa-
ter downstairs was already thigh-
deep. (Xinhua)

In this photo released by Xinhua News Agency, an aerial view show fl oodwaters from a river overwhelming towns 
following days of heavy rains, in Huaiji County, south China’s Guangdong Province on June 19. (Xinhua)

Another war-left US aerial bomb M117 found in Takeo province

Tourist found dead after falling from volcano

Cambodia accuses Thailand of escalating tensions with new land crossing restrictions

Four killed in Indonesia oil tanker fi re

Young people in Kenya protest police brutality
and bad governance as demonstrations spread

Brazil confronts military offi cers
accused of plotting coup in trial

PHNOM PENH, Cambodia, June 25, (Agencies): Cambodia’s government on 
Tuesday accused Thailand of escalating border tensions by imposing new restric-
tions that have blocked almost all land crossings, especially for tourists heading 
into Cambodia.

Relations between the neighbors have deteriorated following an armed con-
frontation on May 28 in which one Cambodian soldier was killed in a relatively 
small, contested territory along their border. While the two sides have agreed to 
de-escalate their dispute, they have continued to implement or threaten measures 
that have kept tensions high.

The Thai army on Monday imposed heightened restrictions at border check-
points with Cambodia following an order from Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shina-
watra to allow only students, medical patients and others with essential needs to 
enter or leave Thailand. That also makes it impossible for thousands of tourists to 
cross between the two countries.

Pen Bona, a spokesperson of the Cambodian government, said Tuesday that 
Cambodia has committed to resolve the confl ict through diplomatic channels, but 
tensions have soared because of Thailand’s actions.

“The Cambodian government has already stated that we will not initiate any bor-
der closure,” and that it will also lift restrictions if Thailand does so fi rst, he said.

Cambodia has boycotted some Thai internet services, banned Thai fruits and 
vegetables, and blocked electricity and fuel supplies from Thailand in response to 
the border dispute. Prior to the boycott, Cambodia imported 30% of its gasoline 
and other fuel from Thailand.

Cambodia’s Prime Minister Hun Manet on Monday visited troops at the border 
and a temporary shelter for thousands of civilians who were evacuated from the 
area. He said that while Cambodia doesn’t want war, “we cannot stand by and let 
us be abused.”

In addition to border restrictions, Paetongtarn also announced measures tar-

geting online scam operations in Cambodia. They include blocking exports that 
could facilitate such activities in Cambodia and coordination with other countries 
and international agencies to crack down on cybercrime based in Southeast Asia.

Pen Bona said that while he recognized that Cambodia “is being exploited by 
online scammers,” many such operations are also based in Thailand.

“This is a very shameful thing that is happening in Thailand, but they are trying 
to divert the story from Thailand to Cambodia,” he said.

Thailand earlier this year implemented measures to crack down on online scam 
operations in neighboring Myanmar, severing electricity, internet and gas supplies 
to border towns where the syndicates were based.

Also:
PHNOM PENH: Cambodia has found and safely removed another war-left US-
made M117 aerial bomb in southern Takeo province, a mine clearance chief said 
late on Tuesday.

Cambodian Mine Action Center (CMAC)’s Director General Heng Ratana 
said the massive bomb was spotted buried four meters deep in an area in Tram 
Kak district.

“This M117 bomb, with the weight of approximately 372 kilograms, is over 2 
meters long and has a diameter of over 40 centimeters,” he wrote on social media, 
with photographs showing experts defusing the bomb.

“This M117 bomb could have been dropped from a B-52 bomber in 1973,” he 
added.

The Explosive Ordnance Disposal (EOD) experts safely neutralized and trans-
ported the bomb to the CMAC’s disposal center for further action on Monday.

According to Ratana, a total of 11 M117 bombs have been discovered in the 
above-mentioned location so far.

Cambodia is one of the countries worst affected by landmines and explosive 
remnants of war (ERWs). An estimated 4 million to 6 million landmines and other 
munitions had been left over from three decades of war and internal confl icts that 
ended in 1998.

JAKARTA, June 25, (Agencies): Four 
people were killed and fi ve others in-
jured after a fi re broke out aboard a 
crude palm oil tanker docked at a ship-
yard on Batam Island in Indonesia’s 
Riau Islands province, local media re-
ported on Wednesday.

The victims were technicians work-
ing on the vessel Federal II, which was 
undergoing repairs at PT ASL Ship-
yard Indonesia in Batuaji area. The fi re 
reportedly erupted at around 2:15 p.m. 
local time on Tuesday while the tanker 
was docked for maintenance.

Batuaji Police Chief Raden Bimo 
Dwi Lambang confi rmed that nine 
people were involved in the accident. 
“Four victims died, fi ve survived. The 
total number of victims is nine,” he 
said.

The injured were receiving medical 
treatment.

Authorities said the blaze has been 
extinguished, and an investigation was 
underway to determine the cause of the 
fi re. 

Also:
SAO PAULO: A young Brazilian hiker 
who fell hundreds of meters from the 
ridge of a towering Indonesian volcano 
and was trapped there for almost four 
days was found dead on Tuesday, Bra-
zil’s government said. For days, mil-
lions of people in Brazil had watched, 
posted and prayed as rescuers tried to 
locate her.

The tourist, 26-year-old Juliana 
Marins, began summiting on June 21 

Mount Rinjani, an active 3,726-meter 
(12,224-foot) volcano on the Indone-
sian island of Lombok, with a guide 
and fi ve other foreigners when she fell 
some 600 meters (1,968 feet), Indone-
sian authorities said.

“No signs of life were found,” said 
Mohammad Syafi i, head of Indo-
nesia’s National Search and Rescue 
Agency.

Marins’ family in Brazil confi rmed 
her death.

The Indonesian rescue team said it 
found Marins’ body beside a crater us-
ing a thermal drone after four days of 
intensive searches complicated by ex-
tremely harsh terrain and weather.

The diffi cult conditions and limited 
visibility delayed the evacuation pro-
cess, Syafi i said, as the rescue team 
climbed carrying Marins’ body to 
Sembalun basecamp but would have 
to wait until Wednesday for transport 
to a police hospital.

NAIROBI, Kenya, June 25, (AP): Thou-
sands of protesters against police brutal-
ity and government corruption clashed 
with police in Nairobi, who hurled tear 
gas canisters and wielded batons, leav-
ing several people injured, as demonstra-
tions spread around the country.

The protests were timed to mark the 
one-year anniversary of anti-tax dem-
onstrations in which 60 people were 
killed and 20 others remain missing.

Parliament and the president’s offi ce 
in the Kenya’s capital were barricaded 
with razor wire, with all access roads 
blockaded by police.

The protests, which have now 
spread to major cities including Mom-
basa, Kisumu, Nakuru and Nyahururu, 
have morphed into calls for the presi-
dent to resign due to what protesters 
are saying is poor governance.

During last year’s protests, dem-
onstrators stormed Parliament where 
a legislation to increase taxes was 
passed, burning part of the build-
ing as lawmakers fl ed. Bodies lay in 
the streets, and medical workers and 
watchdogs said police had opened fi re. 
The military was deployed.

Kenyan youth remain unhappy with 
the current administration due to cor-
ruption, rising cost of living and po-
lice brutality, and the recent death of 
a blogger in custody. The close-range 
shooting of a civilian during recent 
protests has exacerbated public anger.

Young Kenyans used social media 
to plan protests in remembrance of 
those who died last year. The govern-
ment spokesperson, Isaac Mwaura, on 

Monday said there would be no pro-
tests, and that Wednesday was a “nor-
mal working day.”

But businesses in Nairobi on 
Wednesday remained closed and po-
lice limited the movement of vehicles 
into the central business district. Hun-
dreds of Kenyans were already on the 
streets early in the morning, chanting 
anti-government slogans as police 
hurled tear gas cannisters at some of 
the crowds.

An Associated Press journalist wit-
nessed a demonstrator being injured in 
the mouth by a round fi red by police 

towards a crowd. Another protester 
was clobbered on the head by antiriot 
police and was taken by medics in an 
ambulance.

Wangechi Kahuria, the executive 
director for the Independent Medico-
Legal Unit, an NGO that tracked the 
killings during protests, said that Ken-
yans should be “allowed to mourn and 
go back home.”

Police Inspector General Douglas 
Kanja on Tuesday said no unauthor-
ized persons would be allowed inside 
protected zones such as Parliament and 
the statehouse.

SAO PAULO, June 25, (AP): When Lt. Col. Mauro Cid 
arrived at Brazil’s Supreme Court on Tuesday to testify 
against his onetime ally, former Defense Minister Gen. Wal-
ter Braga Netto, he did not salute the senior offi cer.

It was a departure from military protocol that underscored 
how the country’s once hugely popular military has been di-
vided and roiled by scandal as Brazil tries an explosive case 
in which top military offi cers are accused of helping former 
President Jair Bolsonaro attempt a coup to remain in power 
after losing an election.

Analysts said that the two men’s appearance in a civilian 
court marked a historic departure from the impunity senior 
military offi cers have enjoyed since the country underwent 
two decades of military rule.

“Putting a colonel up against a general levels the playing 
the fi eld and signals that for the justice system, all defend-
ants are equal,” said Lucas Figueiredo, the author of several 
books about Brazil’s dictatorship. “The truth will prevail.”

In this photo released by Agence Kampuchea Press (AKP), Cambodian 
Prime Minister Hun Manet, foreground, delivers a speech in front of his 
troop during his visit to Preah Vihear, near Cambodia-Thailand border in 

Preah Vihear province, Cambodia on June 23. (AP)

In this undated photo released by the Indonesian National Search and Res-
cue Agency (BASARNAS) on June 24, rescuers prepare for the evacuation 
operation for Juliana Marins, a Brazilian tourist who fell off the ridge of 
Mount Rinjani while hiking near the volcano’s summit, in Lombok, Indone-

sia. (AP)

Protesters scatter as police fi re teargas at them during a demonstration on 
the one-year anniversary of deadly anti-tax demonstrations in downtown 

Nairobi, Kenya, on June 25. (AP)

Brazil’s former president Jair Bolsonaro arrives at a 
rally on Copacabana Beach in support of a proposed 
bill to grant amnesty to those arrested for storming gov-
ernment buildings in an alleged coup attempt in 2023, 

in Rio de Janeiro on March 16. (AP)

Police escort constitutional lawyer Enrique Anaya out of court after the 
hearing on his arrest for alleged money laundering in San Salvador, El 

Salvador on June 24. (AP)

El Salvador judge orders prominent critic
of Bukele to remain in jail before trial

Lungu
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Kuwait oil drops USD 6.98 to USD 69.98 pb
KUWAIT CITY, June 25, (KUNA): Price 
of Kuwait crude oil fell by USD 6.98 dur-
ing Tuesday’s trading to reach USD 69.98 
per barrel compared with USD 76.32 pb on 
Monday, Kuwait Petroleum Corporation 

(KPC) said Wednesday.
Brent crude dropped by USD 4.34 to 

reach USD 67.14 pb and West Texas In-
termediate lost USD 4.14 to USD 64.37 
pb.
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Central bank leader says economy needs more clarity fi rst

Powell says Fed rate cut on hold even as Trump demands cuts
WASHINGTON, June 25, (AP): The 
Federal Reserve will continue to wait 
and see how the economy evolves be-
fore deciding whether to reduce its key 
interest rate, Chair Jerome Powell said 
Tuesday, a stance directly at odds with 
President Donald Trump’s calls for 
immediate cuts. 

“For the time being, we are well po-
sitioned to wait to learn more about the 
likely course of the economy before 
considering any adjustments to our 
policy stance,” Powell said in testimo-
ny Tuesday before the House Financial 
Services Committee. 

Several Republicans on the commit-
tee pushed Powell to consider reducing 
borrowing costs more quickly, as soon 
as its next meeting at the end of July. 
But on the whole, the hearing was uni-
formly polite and Powell did not face 
sharp criticism over the Fed’s decision 
to leave its rate unchanged. 

Members of both parties thanked 
Powell for maintaining his focus on 
the Fed’s dual mission of controlling 
infl ation and supporting maximum 
employment. Powell has often cited 
his support in Congress as a bulwark 

against Trump’s attacks.
Trump lashed out again early Tues-

day, posting on his social media site: “I 
hope Congress really works this very 
dumb, hardheaded person, over. We 
will be paying for his incompetence 
for many years to come.”

Several Republicans asked Powell 
why the central bank has yet to lower 
borrowing costs. Powell responded 
that most economists, inside and out-
side the Fed, still expect tariffs to push 
infl ation higher, and Fed policymakers 
want to see what happens over the next 
couple of months before making any 
changes. 

“We do expect tariff infl ation to 
show up more,” Powell said. “We real-
ly don’t know how much of that’s go-
ing to be passed through the consumer. 
We have to wait and see.”

Under questioning, Powell ac-
knowledged that tariffs might not push 
up infl ation as much as economists 
forecast. That, he said, could lead the 
Fed to reduce rates more quickly. A 
sharp rise in the unemployment rate 
could also spur the Fed to cut borrow-
ing costs more quickly, he said. 

“We could see infl ation come in not 
as strong as we expect,” he said. “And 
if that were the case, that would tend 
to suggest cutting sooner.” But when 
asked specifi cally about July, Powell 
declined to comment.

Powell also said he expected to see tar-
iffs’ impact on prices emerge in the next 
few months, starting in June. The June 
infl ation report will be released July 15. 

Rep. Josh Gottheimer, a Democrat 
from New Jersey, asked Powell wheth-

er Trump’s “bullying” would impact 
the Fed’s decision-making. 

Powell said the Fed wants to “de-
liver a good economy for the benefi t 
of the American people, and that’s it.”

“Anything else is kind of a distrac-
tion,” Powell added. “We always do 
what we think is the right thing to do, 
and we live with the consequences. I 
don’t know how else to do the job.”

The Fed’s 19-member interest rate set-
ting committee, led by the chair, decides 
whether to cut or raise borrowing costs. 
They typically increase rates to cool the 
economy to fi ght or prevent infl ation, 
and lower rates when the economy is 
weak to boost borrowing and spending. 

The Fed’s committee voted unani-
mously last week to keep its key rate 
unchanged, though the Fed also released 
forecasts of future rate cuts that revealed 
emerging divisions among the policy-
makers. Seven projected no rate cuts at 
all this year, two just one, while 10 fore-
cast at least two reductions. 

The Fed chair said the bump to infl a-
tion from tariffs could be temporary, or 
it could lead to a more persistent bout 
of infl ation. 

The Fed’s “obligation,” Powell said, 
“is ... to prevent a one-time increase in 
the price level from becoming an on-
going infl ation problem.” 

At a news conference last week, 
Powell suggested the Fed would moni-
tor how the economy evolves over the 
summer in response to Trump’s tariffs, 
hinting that a rate cut wouldn’t occur 
until September. 

Yet two high-profi le members of the 
Fed’s governing board, Michelle Bow-
man and Christopher Waller, have since 
suggested the central bank could cut its 
rate as early as July. Both offi cials were 
appointed by Trump during his fi rst term 
and Waller is often mentioned as a po-
tential replacement for Powell when his 
term ends next May. Powell was also ap-
pointed by Trump in late 2017. 

Other offi cials, however, are still 
cautious about rate reductions. Beth 
Hammack, president of the Federal 
Reserve’s Cleveland branch, said 
Tuesday that given the uncertainty 
enveloping the economy, rates may be 
on hold for “quite some time” before 
the Fed decides to make “very modest 
cuts.” 

Federal Reserve Board Chairman Jerome Powell arrives for a hearing of 
the House Committee on Financial Services on Capitol Hill, Tuesday, June 

24, 2025, in Washington. (AP)

Asian markets climb as oil 
retreats, Fed holds steady

Investors eye Fed’s next move

BANGKOK, June 25, (AP): Asian 
shares have logged modest gains af-
ter U.S. stocks climbed to near their 
all-time high as investors considered 
comments by Federal Reserve Chair 
Jerome Powell to Congress. 

Oil prices gained more than 1% early Wednes-
day after falling about 6% on Tuesday on hopes 
that Israel’s war with Iran will not hinder the 
global fl ow of crude. Lower oil prices could 
give the Federal Reserve leeway to cut interest 
rates to help the economy, and Powell said it is 
waiting for the right time to do so.

The fragile ceasefi re between Iran and Israel, an-
nounced by Trump a day earlier, appeared to be hold-
ing after initially faltering. 

U.S. benchmark crude gained 1.2% to $65.16 per 
barrel, while Brent crude, the international standard, 
climbed 1.1% to $66.95. 

Lower oil prices could give the Federal Reserve 
leeway to cut interest rates to help the economy, and 
Powell said it will continue to wait and see how the 
economy evolves before deciding whether to reduce 
its key interest rate, a stance directly at odds with 
President Donald Trump’s calls for immediate cuts.

“For the time being, we are well positioned to wait 
to learn more about the likely course of the economy 
before considering any adjustments to our policy 
stance,” Powell said in testimony Tuesday before the 
House Financial Services Committee.

In Asian trading early Wednesday, Tokyo’s Nikkei 
225 picked up 0.3% to 38,917.08 and the Hang Seng 
in Hong Kong advanced 0.9% to 24,386.59. 

The Shanghai Composite index rose 0.5% to 
3,437.10.

In South Korea, the Kospi edged 0.2% higher to 
3,110.19, while Australia’s S&P/ASX 200 added 
0.1% to 8,562.90.

Taiwan’s Taiex gained 1.1% and the Sensex in In-
dia was up 0.7%. In Bangkok, the SET slipped 0.4%. 

“The world can now move on to face other diffi cult 
choices like tariffs and things like that. So I think the 
market is well on its way to rebound and could again 
reach new levels,” said Frances Lun, CEO of GEO 
Securities in Hong Kong. 

On Tuesday, the S&P 500 climbed 1.1% to 6,092.18, 
following up on big gains for stocks across Europe and 
Asia, after President Donald Trump said late Monday 
that Israel and Iran had agreed to a “complete and total 
ceasefi re.” The main measure of Wall Street’s health is 

back within 0.8% of its record set in February after fall-
ing roughly 20% below  during the spring.

The Dow Jones Industrial Average jumped 1.2% 
to 43,089.02, and the Nasdaq composite rallied 1.4% 
to 19,912.53.

The fear throughout the Israel-Iran confl ict has 
been that it could squeeze the world’s supply of oil, 
which would pump up prices for gasoline and hurt the 
global economy. Iran is a major producer of crude, 
and it could also try to block the Strait of Hormuz  off 
its coast, through which 20% of the world’s daily oil 
needs passes on ships. 

A person looks at an electronic stock board showing Japan’s Nikkei index at a securities fi rm Wednes-
day, June 25, 2025, in Tokyo. (AP)

General index climbs 62.44 pts

Rail upgrade tops regional funding

Boursa closes on strong note,
indices register notable gains

World Bank approves over $1bn for 
projects in Lebanon, Syria and Iraq

KUWAIT CITY, June 25, (KUNA): 
Boursa Kuwait closed Wednesday’s 
session on a strong note, with the 
general index rising 62.44 points, 
or 0.76%, to 8,293.37. Trading was 
active, as 536.13 million shares 
changed hands in 30,149 transac-
tions, totaling KD 120 million (about 
$396 million).

The Main Market Index advanced 
87.55 points, or 1.22%, to 7,251.11, 
with 315.83 million shares traded 
through 18,724 deals worth KD 43.8 

million (around $144.5 million). 
The Premier Market Index climbed 
59.25 points, or 0.67%, to fi nish at 
8,963.22, as 220.29 million shares 
were traded in 11,425 transactions 
valued at KD 76.27 million (approx-
imately $251.6 million).

Meanwhile, the Major 50 Index 
gained 62.54 points, or 0.88%, clos-
ing at 7,152.97. It saw 199.6 million 
shares traded through 8,723 deals 
worth KD 23.8 million (about $259 
million)

BEIRUT, June 25, (AP): The World 
Bank said Wednesday it approved 
over $1 billion dollars for infrastruc-
ture and reconstruction projects in 
Iraq, Syria and Lebanon.

The biggest amount went to Iraq, 
where the World Bank approved 
$930 million to help improve the 
country’s railway infrastructure, 
boost domestic trade, create jobs and 
diversify the economy.

The World Bank said the Iraq 
Railways Extension and Moderni-
zation Project will improve ser-
vices and increase freight capacity 
between the Umm Qasr Port on the 
Persian gulf in southern Iraq to the 
northern city of Mosul.

“As Iraq shifts from reconstruc-
tion to development, enhanced 
trade and connectivity can stimulate 
growth, create jobs, and reduce oil 
dependency,” said Jean-Christophe 

Carret, director of the World Bank’s 
Middle East division.

The World Bank also approved for 
war-torn Syria a $146 million grant 
to help restore reliable, affordable 
electricity and support the country’s 
economic recovery. It said the Syria 
Electricity Emergency Project will 
rehabilitate damaged transmission 
lines and transformer substations.

Last month Syria signed an agree-
ment with a consortium of Qatari, 
Turkish and U.S. companies for the 
development of a 5,000-megawatt 
energy project to revitalize much of 
its war-battered electricity grid.

For Lebanon, which is recovering 
from the 14-month Israel-Hezbollah 
war, the World Bank approved $250 
million to support the most urgent 
repair and reconstruction of dam-
aged critical public infrastructure 
and lifeline services.

‘Let’s Be Aware’ campaign Through its multiple e-channels

NBK warns against purchasing airline and 
concert tickets from unverifi ed websites

KFH continues to serve customers during holiday
KUWAIT CITY, June 25: NBK has 
called on customers to be aware of 
fraudulent offers and fake ads. Na-
tional Bank of Kuwait continues its 
effective participation in the “Let’s 
Be Aware” campaign launched by 
the Central Bank of Kuwait in col-
laboration with local banks and Ku-
wait Banking Association, with the 
aim to enhance banking culture and 
fi nancial awareness and literacy in 
society.

To that end, NBK has been uti-
lizing all its efforts to raise public 
awareness about fraudulent actions 
and ways to avoid them by publish-
ing thro educational content such as 
videos, text messages, and pieces of 
advice through its social media plat-
forms and other channels.

Through its published material, 
NBK sheds light on the different 
ways and various tactics through 
which scammers steal customers’ 
personal information and money via 
fake airline or concert bookings from 
tempting social media ads.

NBK warns against falling for 
such tempting offers and fake 
ads, which typically come from 
suspicious or unverified accounts 
or pages, emphasizing the need 
to first confirm the reliability of 
any company, website, or agent 
handling the reservation process 
before paying any money to avoid 
fraud.

Moreover, NBK believes in the 
importance of enhancing fi nancial 
literacy among all segments of so-
ciety and raising awareness about 
the best ways to benefi t from its di-
verse services through its branches 
and digital channels, which have the 
highest number of followers among 
all banks in Kuwait.

NBK’s efforts to educate its cus-
tomers are a fundamental pillar of 
its strategy, as it consistently em-
phasizes the need for customers to 
adhere to general instructions and 
guidelines to avoid digital fraud, 
as well as the importance of regu-
larly changing bank card PINs and 
not sharing them with fraudsters 
claiming to be from the bank.

The “Let’s Be Aware” campaign 
is the largest in the region, aiming 
to raise banking and financial lit-
eracy among bank customers. It 
also addresses critical awareness 
topics, including the necessary 
steps to avoid fraud, the threats 
of high-risk investments, the best 
ways to benefit from banking ser-
vices, and it promotes a culture of 
savings and investment along with 
other relevant topics.

It is worth mentioning that NBK 
is a key supporter and partner in all 
CBK’s initiatives and campaigns 
aiming to raise fi nancial awareness 
and spread banking culture among 
all segments of society. As a lead-
ing fi nancial institution in Kuwait 
and across the region, NBK fre-
quently organizes various activities 
that contribute to raising awareness 
about all topics related to the bank-
ing sector. It also organizes vari-
ous activities and training courses 
on combating fraud and fi nancial 
crimes.

KUWAIT CITY, June 25: Kuwait Finance House 
(KFH) continues to provide its banking services 
around the clock, online and through digital plat-
forms, during the holiday. Most banking services 
are available across several channels, including on-
line applications, KFH Go smart branches located in 
many important areas, and KFH’s social media ac-
counts, alongside numerous e-service channels lev-
eraging the best FinTech tools and digital platforms.

KFHOnline app features a sleek, modern design 
with smart banking services. KFH has carried out 
a comprehensive update to its app, reaffi rming its 
dedication to digital transformation and excellence 
in providing advanced fi nancial solutions. These so-
lutions meet customer needs and deliver seamless 
banking experience. This move also underscores the 
Bank’s outstanding execution of its digital transfor-
mation strategy.

KFHOnline provides access to more than 200 
banking services. Additionally, KFH smart hybrid 
branches offer other services. Accordingly, KFH 
customers have the fl exibility to either interact di-
rectly with an employee or use state-of-the-art self-
service devices.

KFH Go smart branches, a smart banking chan-
nel, transforms routine transactions into automated 
processes at an innovative branch, empowering cus-
tomers to effi ciently benefi t from 80% of the ser-
vices typically available at traditional branches.

KFH Go smart branches include the XTM device, 
which allows direct video calls with service person-
nel, as well as ATMs and cash deposit machines. 
The cash deposit machines accept up to 300 notes 
per transaction.

Moreover, customers can conduct a variety of 
interactive banking transactions through KFH Go 
branches located in various places in Kuwait, in-
cluding Kuwait International Airport. These ser-
vices include: establishing Murabaha transactions, 
requesting credit and prepaid cards, updating data 
and phone numbers, activating bank cards, open-
ing deposits and accounts, instant cheque and card 
printing, receiving gold biscuits (10 grams), open-
ing (gold, savings, Al-Rabeh, electron) accounts, 
online gold purchase and sell, cardless withdrawals 
using QR code through mobile, or by using Civil ID 
or phone number, in addition to many other fi nanc-
ing and banking services conducted quickly, easily 
and safely.

KFH’s e-banking services are characterized by their 

high effi ciency, ease of use, and safety, as refl ected in 
the number of electronic banking operations that KFH 
customers carried out via KFHOnline.

These e-banking services encompass a wide array 
of digital functionalities, including opening addi-
tional bank account in foreign currency or Kuwaiti 
dinars without a branch visit, instant virtual pre-
paid card issuance, viewing PINs and other credit 
and ATM card details, activating and temporarily 
suspending bank cards, managing supplementary 
card limits, facilitating local and telex transfers, 
opening deposits, adding benefi ciaries, balance in-
quiries, cheque book requests, opening and trading 
gold accounts, gifting gold, requesting and checking 
fi nancing obligations and installments, perusing in-
vestment plans, receiving account balances and de-
posit summaries, and managing children’s accounts 
through the Baiti Online service.

KFH launched the Live FX Pricing, instant cross-
border payments service at KFH-Turkey using Rip-
ple’s technology and digital Wallet service through 
smart mobiles and watches which provides ad-
vanced and smart digital payment methods accord-
ing to highly developed security standards in coop-
eration with Samsung, Fitbit and Garmin. The Bank 
also offered instant card issuance within 2 minutes 
to print KFH new redesigned cards.

Call Center
The Call Center continues to provide services 

around the clock, receiving customer calls, addressing 
their inquiries, and responding to them through a quali-
fi ed and technically advanced staff. KFH also provides 
the automated telephone service, 1803333, which op-
erates with the same effi ciency and speed to facilitate 
transfers between accounts, answer inquiries about fi -
nancial transactions, among other services.

Customers outside Kuwait can contact KFH’s 
call center from seven countries (USA, Canada, 
UK, France, Germany, Turkey and Spain) without 
additional fees. 

To use this service customers can call from 
the following toll-free numbers: USA and Cana-
da (18008188608), UK (08000148898), France 
(0805086620), Germany (08001817080), Spain 
(900905440), and Turkey (908507712154). Local tar-
iff charges may be applied in Turkey by local Turkish 
telecoms companies when calling this number.

This service is free exclusively for mobiles and 
landlines users in the mentioned countries only and 

doesn’t include the (Roaming Service).

Social media channels
KFH’s social media team remains dedicated to 

addressing customer inquiries and assisting them at 
all hours through the offi cial social media accounts 
(@KFHGroup).

Money transfer and account opening
KFH successfully launched WAMD digital service, 

allowing customers to send and receive money instant-
ly and for free using their mobile numbers, 24/7.

KFH also successfully launched the D-POS de-
vice for account opening, the fi rst-of-its-kind in 
the market, allowing customers to open accounts at 
KFH immediately and anywhere.

Customers can now open accounts in major cur-
rencies through KFHOnline; previously, account 
opening was only available at branches. Addition-
ally, KFH has integrated Western Union (WU) 
services into its app, enabling customers to make 
international transfers directly through the applica-
tion. The Bank also offers instant transfers within 
the GCC countries through the AFAQ network on 
the mobile app, further enhancing cross-border pay-
ment capabilities for its customers.

Corporate services
KFH launched the fi rst mobile application for 

corporate banking encompassing major services 
for business development, in addition to launching 
facial recognition technology based on biometric 
identity and other distinguished electronic services 
available through the corporate banking webpage. 

KFH successfully introduced corporate cards, of-
fering three different products that cater to the vari-
ous local and global corporate needs. Key features 
of these cards include cash withdrawal and deposit, 
cheque deposit, access to Point of Sale (POS) termi-
nals and online payment gateways (governmental), 
both locally and internationally. 

In addition, KFH has introduced corporate credit 
cards, which are among the bank’s distinguished of-
ferings for business owners. These cards are linked 
directly to the company’s account, allowing business 
owners to issue cards to employees for seamless ex-
pense management. They can be used to cover day-
to-day business expenses, one-time travel costs, and 
more.The corporate credit card helps businesses bet-
ter manage their cash fl ow while offering enhanced 
control over employee expenditures.
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Sponsorship underscores unwavering commitment to supporting Kuwaiti youth

Weyay Bank sponsors ‘Choose Your Major’ exhibition for high school students
KUWAIT CITY, June 25: Weyay Bank is proud 
to announce its sponsorship of the “Choose Your 
Major” exhibition, an initiative designed for high 
school students aspiring to pursue higher educa-
tion.

The exhibition, held at Mishref Fairground from 
June 24th to 26th, aims to help students make in-
formed decisions about their academic and profes-
sional futures. 

Weyay Bank’s Commitment to Supporting 
Kuwaiti Youth 

Weyay Bank’s sponsorship of this exhibition un-
derscores its unwavering commitment to support-
ing Kuwaiti youth and empowering them to achieve 
their ambitions.

Recognizing that young people are the leaders 
of tomorrow and the foundation of development, 
Weyay Bank is dedicated to providing them with 
comprehensive support through educational initia-
tives and development programs. The bank views 
its contribution to guiding students toward special-
izations that align with the job market and Kuwait’s 
development needs as an integral part of its social 
responsibility. 

A Pioneering Event for the Future of Youth 
The “Choose Your Major” exhibition is the fi rst 

of its kind in Kuwait, bringing together represen-
tatives from both public and private universities. 

Students and parents will have the opportunity to 
directly engage with academic advisors and ad-

missions representatives from various universities, 
gaining comprehensive information about available 
majors, admission requirements, and study prereq-
uisites.

This platform also allows students to explore di-
verse educational options, compare study programs, 
and ask questions to help them determine the most 
suitable academic path for their interests and abili-
ties. 

Special Benefi ts for Weyay Bank Customers 
In addition to its educational focus, Weyay Bank 

is highlighting its seamless digital banking experi-
ence, which enables students to open bank accounts 
in minutes without needing to visit a physical 
branch.

The Weyay app facilitates digital transfers of stu-
dent allowances to their Weyay accounts and pro-
vides instant access to a digital SELECT prepaid 
card.

This card, specifically designed for students 
receiving allowances, offers a range of benefits 
tailored to their lifestyle, including cashback of-
fers on purchases and exclusive discounts at a 
wide network of stores, restaurants, cafes, and 
entertainment services popular with this age 
group.

Push for a greener economy

China taps biomass resources 
to fuel its clean energy future

NANJING, June 25, (Xinhua): At a 
biomass power plant in the city of Xu-
zhou, east China’s Jiangsu Province, 
giant mechanical claws repeatedly 
feed bundles of dried straw onto con-
veyor belts. The straw is then trans-
ported to furnaces and converted into 
clean energy.

This facility can process around 
300,000 tonnes of agricultural resi-
dues like wheat, corn and rice straw 
annually, producing over 220 million 
kilowatt-hours of electricity.

“That’s equivalent to saving about 
90,000 tonnes of coal and cutting 
roughly 200,000 tonnes of carbon 
dioxide emissions each year,” said 
Zhang Yunfei, director of the dispatch 
center at State Grid Xuzhou Power 
Supply Company.

Biomass energy is largely derived 
from agricultural and forestry waste, 
livestock manure and organic refuse 
-- materials once dismissed as mere 
waste. With the rise of clean energy 
technologies and increasing environ-
mental awareness, China is viewing 
these materials as a vital part of its en-
ergy transition.

“Fewer farmers now burn straw in 
the fi elds, a practice that poses fi re haz-
ards and pollutes the air. Instead, crop 
residues are transported to modern bio-
mass power plants,” Zhang said.

“Xuzhou is rich in biomass resourc-
es and holds signifi cant potential for 
energy conversion,” Zhang added. The 
city now operates 17 large-scale bio-
mass plants with a combined installed 
capacity of 335.6 megawatts, generat-
ing nearly 2 billion kilowatt-hours of 
electricity annually.

China is one of the world’s most 
biomass-rich countries. Statistics from 
the Biomass Energy Industry Promo-
tion Association show that the country 
produces approximately 3.5 billion 
tonnes of agricultural, forestry and 
household biomass resources annually. 
However, the utilization rates remain 
relatively low.

In January, China’s fi rst national en-
ergy law came into effect, calling for 
the tailored development of biomass 
power based on regional conditions.

Shanghai in east China has estab-
lished pilot projects to convert bio-
mass into green methanol, aiming to 
drive a low-carbon transformation in 
international shipping and build green 
fuel supply capacity of 300,000 tonnes 
within the city by 2030.

Meanwhile, enterprises in Anhui 
Province, also in east China, are scal-
ing up biogas liquefaction and carbon 
capture initiatives, converting discard-

ed straw and livestock waste into puri-
fi ed methane for liquefi ed bio-natural 
gas.

At a circular economy industrial 
park in the city of Suzhou in Jiangsu, 
advanced facilities process around 
500 tonnes of corporate kitchen waste 
daily.

“About 90 percent of kitchen waste 
can be recycled into biomass natural 
gas for the city’s gas grid, or converted 
into nutrient-rich soil for landscaping,” 
said Huang Yuanchen, general man-
ager of an environmental protection 
company in the park.

“It’s not just kitchen waste. Tree 
branches and fallen leaves can also be 
recycled and processed into biomass 
fuel pellets for use in thermal power 
plants,” Huang revealed, while not-
ing that his company can process 100 
tonnes of green waste daily, generating 
annual fuel pellet sales of up to 9 mil-
lion yuan (roughly 1.26 million U.S. 
dollars).

Yu Tong, president of the China 
Association for the Promotion of In-
dustrial Development, emphasized 
that achieving carbon neutrality de-
mands transformative changes in en-
ergy consumption. “Biomass energy is 
abundant and versatile. It can be solid, 
liquid or gas -- and can replace fossil 
fuels across multiple sectors.”

According to a 2025 China biomass 
energy industry report, the country’s 
installed biomass power capacity 
had reached 45.99 million kilowatts 
by the end of 2024, with total power 
generation hitting 208.3 billion kilo-
watt-hours and biogas output reaching 
about 500 million cubic meters.

“To bring biomass power to the 
power grid, centralized control sys-
tems are being rolled out for real-time 
monitoring of power plant perfor-
mance and output, enhancing both 
power generation effi ciency and stabil-
ity,” said Li Yi, head of development 
planning at State Grid Xuzhou Power 
Supply Company.

Yang Xudong, a professor at Tsing-
hua University in Beijing, underscored 
the further potential of biomass utiliza-
tion.

“Biomass energy can be easily 
stored and transported, and can serve 
as an alternative to other commercial 
fuels. It not only yields substantial eco-
nomic returns, but retains its carbon-
neutral identity.”

“In the future, further efforts should 
be made to optimize the entire biomass 
value chain and boost biomass energy 
consumption to fully unleash its green 
potential,” Yang added.

Almost half (49%) is positive about AI, indicating a shift from neutrality to positivity

77% of MENA content creators say GCC is leading 
positive transformation in tourism & entertainment
DUBAI, UAE, June 25: Weber Shandwick MENAT 
has launched the second edition of Infl uAnswer Arabia, 
a report informed by the perspectives of content creators, 
that delves into the MENA region’s evolving landscape 
of infl uencer marketing. The report also explores re-
gional dynamics through the lens of its infl uencers, high-
lighting which countries they believe are spearheading 
positive transformation in specifi c sectors. 

While personal belief in a brand is still the most im-
portant factor for creators choosing a brand to work 
with, brand reputation entered the top three factors for 
the fi rst time – overtaking even monetary value. This 
marks a clear shift from last year, refl ecting how creators 
are thinking more critically about the public perception, 
values, and credibility of the brands they associate with. 
Other insights from the report include:

Real-life experiences and brand connections 
With time and physical presence at a premium, cre-

ators say events must deliver something beyond the or-
dinary. Nearly two-thirds (63%) say a VIP experience 
is important – a signifi cant jump from 51% last year. 
However, the most important goal when considering at-
tending an event is still the connection with the brand – 
and this sentiment is growing even stronger for creators, 
from 66% last year to 80% this year.

Positive about AI, concerned about deepfakes 
Positive sentiment toward AI tools has soared as 

infl uencers move beyond neutrality into practical 
implementation and wider experimentation. Almost 
half (49%) of MENA creators is positive about the 
use of AI – up from just 29% last year. Digital cre-
ators say the top impact of AI will be the introduction 
of more advanced tools and analytics (63%), allow-
ing them to automate repetitive tasks and focus more 
on storytelling. Despite enthusiasm, there is concern 
about deepfakes, which ranked third (41%) in the 

most prominent impacts of AI.
“MENA’s infl uencer landscape continues to ma-

ture, and despite increased competition, content cre-
ators are growing in confi dence. The themes that are 

driving optimism and progress centre around authen-
ticity, community-building, and strategic diversifi ca-
tion in terms of platforms, content types, and mon-
etisation. This year’s report gives brands a clearer 
lens into what creators value, and how to build part-
nerships that are authentic, impactful, effective, and 
built to last,” says Ziad Hasbani, Regional CEO, We-
ber Shandwick MENAT.

At the report’s launch event, leading industry fi gures 
from Snap, TikTok, and Boehringer Ingelheim joined es-
tablished regional creators Abdullah Raesi, Emkwan and 
Safa Srour to discuss the insights and themes impacting 
the growth and advancement in this dynamic fi eld.

“This year’s fi ndings highlight a deeper shift – 
towards embracing AI implementation, prioritizing 
real-world connection, and exploring additional con-
tent formats. The best collaborations aren’t just trans-
actional; they’re built on shared experiences, mutual 
respect, and brand purpose. As the line between con-
tent and community continues to blur, brands that 
invest in meaningful engagement will stand out,” 
added Ghaleb Zeidan, Regional Managing Director, 
Weber Shandwick MENAT. 

Friendly Gulf competition
While the friendly competition between the ambi-

tions of some Gulf countries can be seen in the many 
initiatives of their national visions, such as landmark 
fi rsts and business incentives, it’s interesting to see 
signs of this good-natured rivalry and loyalty spill 
over into the content creator landscape. Infl uencers 
say positive transformation is happening in many 
sectors, 77% of MENA content creators believe GCC 
countries are leading positive transformation in the 
tourism and entertainment industry: 45% say it’s 
UAE, 26% selected Saudi Arabia, and 10% chose 
Lebanon.

Ranks 12th in transition index

China rises as central driver of 
global energy shift: WEF expert
GENEVA, June 25, (Xinhua): China 
has emerged as a central driver of 
global energy transition in view of its 
signifi cant strides in renewable energy 
and its broader commitment to trans-
forming its energy system, according 
to Nicholas Wagner, an energy ex-
pert with the World Economic Forum 
(WEF).

In a recent written interview with 
Xinhua, Wagner, manager of Energy 
and Industry Transition Intelligence 
at the WEF’s Center for Energy and 
Materials, said China’s recent prog-
ress in energy transition underscores 
both the scale of its commitment and 
its visionary long-term planning and 
investments.

China now leads the world in renew-
able energy capacity additions and is 
projected to account for about 60 per-
cent of all new global capacity through 
2030, said Wagner, citing the Interna-
tional Energy Agency (IEA).

The Energy Transition Index, part of 
the Fostering Effective Energy Transi-
tion 2025 report released by the WEF, 
showed that China climbed fi ve spots 
from the previous year to rank 12th out 
of 118 countries in 2025. It also placed 
fi fth in transition readiness.

Wagner attributed this progress to 
China’s strong innovation ecosystem 
and supportive policy framework.

The government has backed this 
push with a wide range of policy tools, 
including support for large-scale and 
distributed renewable systems, a na-

tional emissions reduction plan, and 
a pledge to peak carbon dioxide emis-
sions before 2030 and achieve carbon 
neutrality by 2060, he explained.

He said that “China’s performance 
in advancing the global energy transi-
tion is both impressive and essential.” 
This has demonstrated the possibility 
of large-scale energy transition efforts 
alongside maintaining strong econom-
ic growth, he added.

Despite China’s achievements, the 
report also highlighted broader global 
challenges. Global investment in low-
carbon energy systems reached a re-
cord 2.1 trillion U.S. dollars in 2024, 
an 11 percent increase from the previ-
ous year.   However, this growth rate 
has slowed compared to the 24-29 per-
cent annual increases seen from 2021 
to 2023. Moreover, current investment 
levels remain signifi cantly below the 
estimated 5.6 trillion dollars required 
annually through 2030 to meet interna-
tional climate goals.

In 2024, global energy-related car-
bon emissions hit a record 37.8 billion 
tons, driven by a 2.2 percent increase 
in energy demand. This growth was 
largely fueled by the rise of artifi cial 
intelligence, data centers, increased 
cooling demand, and electrifi cation, 
according to the report.

“One of the most critical challenges 
identifi ed in this year’s Energy Tran-
sition Index is the disparity in fi nanc-
ing conditions between advanced and 
emerging economies,” Wagner said.

UK calls China major challenge 
but essential economic partner

Firmness on security, openness in trade

LONDON, June 25, (AP): 
China’s attempts to spy, de-
stabilize and disrupt Brit-
ain’s economy and democra-
cy have grown, but Beijing is 
still a vital economic partner 
for the U.K., the government 
said Tuesday.

Foreign Secretary David Lammy 
said “China’s power is an inescap-
able fact” and freezing relations with 
the world’s second biggest economy 
is “not an option.” He spoke to law-
makers as he outlined findings from 
the government’s “China audit.”

“China is our third biggest trading 
partner, our universities’ second larg-
est source of international students. 
China will continue to play a vital 
role in supporting the U.K.’s secure 
growth,” Lammy said.

The Labour Party government 
pledged to conduct an in-depth exami-
nation of U.K.-China relations after it 
was elected almost a year ago, in an ef-
fort to balance the country’s economic 
interests and its security. Many details 
of the review will remain classifi ed for 
security reasons, Lammy said.

Its conclusions were summarized 
in a document outlining the U.K. 
government’s broader national secu-
rity strategy. It said that “instances of 

China’s espionage, interference in our 
democracy and the undermining of our 
economic security have increased in 
recent years.”

Yet the government resisted pres-
sure from China hawks in Parliament 
to label China a threat on a par with 
Russia. The security review called it 

a “geostrategic challenge” but also an 
essential player in tackling major is-
sues such as climate change, global 
health and economic stability.

“We will seek a trade and invest-
ment relationship that supports secure 
and resilient growth, and boosts the 
U.K. economy,” the government said. 

“Yet there are several major areas, 
such as human rights and cybersecu-
rity, where there are stark differences 
and where continued tension is likely.”

Opposition Conservative Party for-
eign affairs spokeswoman Priti Patel 
said the government was showing 
“signs of naivety” about China. An-
other Conservative lawmaker, Harriet 
Cross, branded Beijing “at best unreli-
able and at worst hostile.”

U.K.-China relations have chilled since 
the short-lived “golden era” announced 
by then-Prime Minister David Cameron 
in 2015, after a series of spying and cy-
berespionage allegations, Beijing’s crack-
down on civil liberties in Hong Kong, a 
former British colony, and China’s sup-
port for Russia in the Ukraine war.

There was no immediate comment 
from China on the review.

China was one of many challenges 
identifi ed in a review that the government 
said marked “a hardening and a sharpen-
ing of our approach to national security” 
in an increasingly dangerous world.

Prime Minister Keir Starmer’s gov-
ernment has pledged, along with other 
NATO members, to increase spending 
on security to 5% of gross domestic 
product by 2035. The total includes 
3.5% on defense and 1.5% on broader 
security and resilience.

The U.K. currently spends 2.3% of 
national income on defense and says 
that will rise to 2.6% by 2027.

CMA eyes rules to open search to rivals

UK antitrust watchdog moves to  break Google search stronghold
LONDON, June 25, (AP): Google could be forced to 
let British users choose whether to use rival search 
services, the country’s antitrust watchdog said Tues-
day as it proposed using new digital regulations to 
boost competition. 

The Competition and Markets Authority said its 
“priority measures” include requiring Google to pres-
ent users with “choice screens” when they use key 
products like the Chrome browser and Android mo-
bile operating system. 

The choice screens would let users “easily select 
and switch between search services,” which could 
potentially include AI assistants, it said. 

The watchdog is seeking to give Google a “ strate-

gic market status ” label under the new U.K. digital 
rules. That would give it the power to use “targeted 
measures” to impose changes to “specifi c aspects” of 
its search operations in the U.K.  The CMA’s move 
“could have signifi cant implications for businesses 
and consumers in the UK,” Google said. 

Oliver Bethell, Google’s senior director of compe-
tition, noted in a prepared statement that CMA reiter-
ated that ‘strategic market status’ doesn’t imply that 
anti-competitive behavior has taken place, “yet this 
announcement presents clear challenges to critical 
areas of our business in the U.K.,” 

The watchdog has until Oct. 13 to decide on 
whether to give Google the label. 

It has drawn up three other initial priority measures 
that it would carry out if it goes ahead. 

Google would have to make its search results rank-
ing and presentation fair and non-discriminatory, 
and give businesses an effective way to complain if 
they’ve been treated unfairly. 

Publishers should be given choice and transpar-
ency about how their content collected by Google is 
used for AI services, such as AI-generated overviews 
that have been appearing at the top of search results. 

The CMA also wants to ensure people can easily 
transfer their data, such as their Google search his-
tory, to other businesses, which the CMA said could 
foster innovative new products and services.

Ghaleb Zeidan, Regional Managing Director, 
Weber Shandwick MENAT

Ziad Hasbani, Regional CEO, Weber Shandwick 
MENAT

A file photo of British Foreign Secretary David Lammy talking to journalists 
in Antalya, southern Turkey, May 15, 2025. (AP)

Photo during the exhibition held at Mishref Fairground.



But while owners 
often hope to finance 
their golden years 
by selling their com-
panies, only 20% of 
small businesses are 
ready for sale even in 
good times, according 
to the Exit Planning 
Institute.

‘

’

Why small business owners need better retirement solutions

Aging entrepreneurs struggle to exit their businesses
ers, circumstances vary based on 
local conditions. Two retiring car-
penters in different towns may face 
vastly different prospects based on 
the strength of their local econo-
mies. No business, and no business 
owner, exists in a vacuum.

Relatedly, when small businesses 
fail to transition, it can have con-
sequences for the local economy. 
Without a buyer, many enterprises 
will simply shut down. And while 
closures can be long-planned and 
thoughtful, when a business closes 
suddenly, it’s not just the owner 
who loses. Employees are left 
scrambling for work. Suppliers 
lose contracts. Communities lose 
essential services.

That’s why I think policymakers 
should reimagine how they support 
small businesses, especially owners 
nearing the end of their careers.

First, small business policy 
should be tailored to age. A 
retirement-ready business shouldn’t 
be judged solely by its growth 
potential. Rather, policies should 
recognize stability and community 
value as markers of success. The 
U.S. Small Business Administra-
tion and regional agencies can 
provide resources specifi cally for 
retirement planning that starts early 
in a business’s life, to include how 
to increase the value of the busi-
ness and a plan to attract acquirers 
in later stages.

Second, exit infrastructure 
should be built into local entrepre-
neurial ecosystems. Entrepreneurial 
ecosystems are built to support 
business entry - think incubators 
and accelerators - but not for exit. 
In other words, just like there are 
accelerators for launching busi-
nesses, there should be programs to 
support winding them down. These 
could include confi dential peer fo-
rums, retirement-readiness clinics, 
succession matchmaking platforms 
and fl exible fi nancing options for 
acquisition. 

Third, chaos isn’t good for any-
body. Fluctuations in capital gains 
taxes, estate tax thresholds and 
tariffs make planning diffi cult and 
reduce business value in the eyes of 
potential buyers. Stability encour-
ages confi dence on both sides of a 
transaction.

And finally, policymakers 
should include ripple-effect 
analysis in budget decisions. 
When universities, hospitals or 
governments cut spending, small 
business vendors often absorb 
much of the shock. Policymakers 
should account for these down-
stream impacts when shaping 
local and federal budgets.

If we want to truly support small 
businesses and their owners, it’s 
important to honor the lifetime arc 
of entrepreneurship - not just the 
launch and growth, but the retire-
ment, too. (AP)

An elderly woman focuses intently as she works on a computer in this undated photo. (AP)

Layoff survival: Protecting your well-being and planning ahead

Tips for staying resilient after losing your job 
NEW YORK, June 25, (AP): Re-
cent layoffs from technology and 
media companies and government 
agencies might have you thinking 
about job security.

Losing your job is a diffi cult 
thing to process and you might feel 
the impact in several parts of your 
life. But there are things you can do 
to alleviate some of the stress and 
anxiety.

If you’ve been laid off, experts 
recommend that you first take 
a moment to process and then 
move on with a plan for your job 
search.

“A layoff can feel so personal but 
it’s not a refl ection of your value or 
what you contributed. Especially 
in the U.S., the work we do is so 
tied to our identity,” said Lindsay 
Bryan-Podvin, a fi nancial therapist. 

Here are some expert recom-
mendations to help you take care 
of your fi nances and your mental 
health if you’ve lost your job:

Losing your job can cause a lot 
of stress and fi nancial anxiety, so 
it’s important that you take time to 
emotionally process.

“Acknowledge and normalize 
that they’re going to feel a range 
of emotions, whether it’s anger or 

sadness,” Bryan-Podvin said. 
Whether you are feeling sadness, 

shock, anger or even relief, taking a 
moment to feel those emotions can 
help you move forward.

To make plans for the future, it’s 
essential that you review your cur-
rent fi nancial situation, said career 
coach Marlo Lyons. 

If you have a budget, take a 
closer look and review whether you 
have expenses that you can tem-
porarily cut to save money. Lyons 
recommends that you know how 
long your severance package will 
last if you’re receiving one. 

Applying for unemployment 
benefi ts as soon as possible can 
help alleviate some of the fi nancial 
stress of a layoff. While the amount 
you get for unemployment might 
not be as much as your salary, it 
can help you to stay afl oat for some 
time, Lyons said.

The Labor Department has tips 
on applying for unemployment.

Getting laid off from a job can 
affect your self-esteem, so Bryan-
Podvin recommends that you create 
a list of good qualities about your-
self that add to your overall value 
as a person. Bryan-Podvin calls this 
a “non-fi nancial asset list.”

“If I were doing a non-fi nancial 
asset list on myself I might say 
I’m a pretty good partner and a fun 
aunt,” she said.

When working with her clients, 
Bryan-Podvin recommends that 
they create this list to remind them 
that their self-worth is part of their 
net worth. 

If you lose your job, you’ll need 
to be more strategic about your 
spending, said Jesse Mecham, 
founder of the money management 
app YNAB. 

“In a layoff, it becomes even 
more imperative that you treat 
every dollar with more attention 
than you have in the past,” Me-
cham said. 

Part of YNAB’s budgeting 
strategy is giving each dollar a 
job, whether it is to pay rent, buy 
groceries or add to your savings 
account.

When adjusting your spending, 
Bryan-Podvin also recommends 
that you approach this with some 
compassion. Since cutting back 
can bleed into not doing activities 
that make you happy, she recom-
mends reminding yourself that this 
is a temporary pause rather than a 
permanent change in your lifestyle.

While utilizing your credit card 
to pay for some expenses is almost 
inevitable, it’s best to not com-
pletely lean on credit while you’re 
searching for a new job. 

“If getting a new job takes them 
a little longer than they thought, 
that credit card has just become an 
anchor for them,” Mecham said. 

Even though unemployment is 
temporary, Mecham recommends 
cutting expenses rather than keep-
ing them at the same level and 
leaning on credit.

Look for community resources, 
whether that means fi nding a food 
bank near you or applying for a 
temporary hardship program.

“Lots of communities offer 
temporary hardship programs when 
it comes to necessary bills, such as 
electricity or water,” Bryan-Podvin 
said. 

USA.Gov offers a benefi t fi nder 
where you can fi nd available pro-
grams and how to apply. 

As you are applying to new jobs, 
Lyons recommends that you take 
some time to assess if your profes-
sional goals are still the same.

If you’re continuing in the same 
fi eld, Lyons recommends that you 
make your resume “forward-look-

ing,” which means showing your 
future employer what you can do, 
not just what you have done. 

“You want to show the employer 
what you can do, what unique 
value you can bring to that par-
ticular job that no other candidate 
can bring because of your previous 
experience,” Lyons said. 

Lyons also recommends that 
you activate your network by 
reaching out to past colleagues 
on LinkedIn or attending industry 
networking events. Online certi-
fications are another great way to 
make yourself a better candidate, 
she added. 

Having a routine can help you 
take care of your mental health and 
keep a cadence of applying to jobs.

Plan your days so they include 
eating at your usual time, exercis-
ing and applying for jobs for a 
specifi c amount of time.

“When we are laid off, unem-
ployment can feel really aimless, 
especially if it came at us kind of 
out of nowhere,” Bryan-Podvin 
said. 

It’s also important to avoid 
isolating yourself and lean on your 
support system for emotional sup-
port, she added.

The Conversation is an independ-
ent and nonprofi t source of news, 
analysis and commentary from 
academic experts.

❑     ❑     ❑

By Nancy Forster-Holt
University of Rhode Island

Americans love small busi-
nesses. We dedicate a week 

each year to applauding them, and 
spend Small Business Saturday 
shopping locally. Yet hiding 
in plain sight is an enormous 
challenge facing small business 
owners as they age: retiring with 
dignity and foresight. The current 
economic climate is making this 
even more difficult.

As a professor who studies aging 
and business, I’ve long viewed 
small business owners’ retirement 
challenges as a looming crisis. The 
issue is now front and center for 
millions of entrepreneurs approach-
ing retirement. Small enterprises 
make up more than half of all pri-
vately held U.S. companies, and for 
many of their owners, the business 
is their retirement plan.

But while owners often hope 
to fi nance their golden years by 

selling their companies, only 20% 
of small businesses are ready for 
sale even in good times, accord-
ing to the Exit Planning Institute. 
And right now, conditions are far 
from ideal. An economic stew of 
infl ation, supply chain instability 
and high borrowing costs means 
that interest from potential buyers 
is cooling.

For many business owners, 
retirement isn’t a distant concern. 
In the U.S., baby boomers - who 
are currently 61 to 79 years old - 
own about 2.3 million businesses. 
Altogether, they generate about 
US$5 billion in revenue and 
employ almost 25 million people. 
These entrepreneurs have spent 
decades building businesses that 
often are deeply rooted in their 
communities. They don’t have 
time to ride out economic chaos, 
and their optimism is at a 50-year 
low.

You can’t blame them for being 
gloomy. Recent policy shifts have 
only made life harder for business 
owners nearing retirement. Trade 
instability, whipsawing tariff an-
nouncements and disrupted supply 
chains have eroded already thin 

margins. Some businesses - gener-
ally larger ones with more negotiat-
ing power - are absorbing extra 
costs rather than passing them on 
to shoppers. Others have no choice 
but to raise prices, to custom-
ers’ dismay. Infl ation has further 
squeezed profi ts. 

At the same time, with a few 
notable, exceptions, buyers 
and capital have grown scarce. 
Acquirers and liquidity have 
dried up across many sectors. The 
secondary market - a barometer 
of broader investor appetite - now 
sees more sellers than buyers. 
These are textbook symptoms of 
a “flight to safety,” a market shift 
that drags out sale timelines and 
depresses valuations - all while 
Main Street business owners age 
out. These entrepreneurs typically 
have one shot at retirement - if 
any.

Adding to these woes, many 
small businesses are part of what 
economists call regional “clus-
ters,” providing services to nearby 
universities, hospitals and local 
governments. When those anchor 
institutions face budget cuts - as 
is happening now - small business 

vendors are often the fi rst to feel 
the impact.

Research shows that many ag-
ing owners actually double down 
in weak economic times, sinking 
increasing amounts of time and 
money in a psychological pattern 
known as “escalating commit-
ment.” The result is a troubling 
phenomenon scholars refer to 
as “benign entrapment.” Aging 
entrepreneurs can remain attached 
to their businesses not because they 
want to, but because they see no 
viable exit.

This growing crisis isn’t about 
bad personal planning - it’s a sys-
temic failure. 

A key mistake that policymakers 
make is to lump all small business 
owners together into one group. 
That causes them to overlook 
important differences. After all, a 
68-year-old carpenter trying to re-
tire doesn’t have much in common 
with a 28-year-old tech founder 
pitching a startup. Policymakers 
may cheer for high-growth “uni-
corns,” but they often overlook the 
“cows and horses” that keep local 
economies running.

Even among older business own-
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In a layoff, it 
becomes even more 
imperative that you 
treat every dollar 
with more attention 
than you have in the 
past,
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Greenpeace, local groups rally against lavish event

Bezos’ starry Venice wedding sparks protests over inequality
VENICE, Italy, June 25, (AP): This weekend’s star-studded Venice wedding of 
multi-billionaire Amazon founder Jeff Bezos and Lauren Sanchez has galvanized 
activist groups that are protesting it as a sign of the growing disparity between the 
haves and have-nots as well as disregard of the city’s residents.

About a dozen Venetian organizations - including housing advocates, anti-
cruise ship campaigners and university groups - have united to protest the multi-
day event under the banner “No Space for Bezos,” a play on words also referring 
to the bride’s recent space fl ight.

They have staged small-scale protests, unfurling anti-Bezos banners on iconic 
Venetian sites. They were joined this week by Greenpeace and the British group 
“Everyone Hates Elon,” which has smashed Teslas to protest Elon Musk, to unfurl 
a giant banner in St. Mark’s Square protesting purported tax breaks for billion-
aires.

“IF YOU CAN RENT VENICE FOR YOUR WEDDING YOU CAN PAY 
MORE TAX,” read the banner, which featured a huge image of Bezos. Police 
quickly took it away.

There has been no comment from Bezos’ representatives on the protests.
The local activists had planned a more organized protest for Saturday, aiming 

to obstruct access to canals with boats to prevent guests from reaching a wedding 
venue. Then they modifi ed the protest to a march from the train station after claim-
ing a victory, asserting that their pressure forced organizers to change the venue to 
the Arsenale, a more easily secured site beyond Venice’s congested center.

“It will be a strong, decisive protest, but peaceful,’’ said Federica Toninello, an 
activist with the Social Housing Assembly network. “We want it to be like a party, 
with music, to make clear what we want our Venice to look like.”

Among the 200 guests confi rmed to be attending the wedding are Mick Jagger, 
Ivanka Trump, Oprah Winfrey, Katy Perry and Leonardo DiCaprio.

Venice, renowned for its romantic canal vistas, hosts hundreds of weddings 
each year, not infrequently those of the rich and famous. Previous celebrity wed-
dings, like that of George Clooney to human rights lawyer Amal Alamuddin in 

2014, were embraced by the public. Hundreds turned out to wish the couple well 
at City Hall.

Bezos has a different political and business profi le, said Tommaso Cacciari, a 
prominent fi gure in the movement that successfully pushed for a ban on cruise 
ships over 25,000 tons traveling through the Giudecca Canal in central Venice.

“Bezos is not a Hollywood actor,’’ Cacciari said. “He is an ultra-billionaire 
who sat next to Donald Trump during the inauguration, who contributed to his 
re-election and is contributing in a direct and heavy way to this new global ob-
scurantism.’’

Critics also cite Amazon’s labor practices, ongoing tax disputes with European 
governments and Bezos’ political associations as additional reasons for concern.

Activists also argue that the Bezos wedding exemplifi es broader failures in mu-
nicipal governance, particularly the prioritization of tourism over residents’ needs. 
They cite measures such as the day-tripper tax - which critics argue reinforces 
Venice’s image as a theme park - as ineffective. Chief among their concerns is the 
lack of investment in affordable housing and essential services.

City offi cials have defended the wedding. Mayor Luigi Brugnaro called the 
event an honor for Venice, and the city denied the wedding would cause disrup-
tions.

“Venice once again reveals itself to be a global stage,’’ Brugnaro told The As-
sociated Press, adding he hoped to meet Bezos while he was in town.

Meanwhile, a Venetian environmental research association, Corila, issued a 
statement saying Bezos’ Earth Fund was supporting its work with an “important 
donation.”

Corila, which unites university scholars and Italy’s main national research 
council in researching Venetian protection strategies, wouldn’t say how much Be-
zos was donating but said contact began in April, well before the protests started.

This photo released by Greenpeace shows a large banner against Amazon 
founder Jeff Bezos’ planned wedding, in St. Mark Square, in Venice, Italy 

Monday, June 23. (AP)

From heartthrob to healer

Bobby Sherman, teen
idol of the 1960s, dies
LOS ANGELES, June 25, (AP): 
Bobby Sherman, whose winsome 
smile and fashionable shaggy mop 
top helped make him into a teen 
idol in the 1960s and ’70s with 
bubblegum pop hits like “Little 
Woman” and “Julie, Do Ya Love 
Me,” has died. He was 81.

His wife, Brigitte Poublon, an-
nounced the death Tuesday and 
family friend John Stamos posted 
her message on Instagram: “Bobby 
left this world holding my hand 
- just as he held up our life with 
love, courage, and unwavering 
grace.” Sherman revealed he had 
Stage 4 cancer earlier this year.

Sherman was a squeaky-clean 
regular on the covers of Tiger Beat 
and Sixteen magazines, often with 
hair over his eyes and a choker on 
his neck. His face was printed on 
lunchboxes, cereal boxes and post-
ers that hung on the bedroom walls 
of his adoring fans. He landed at 
No. 8 in TV Guide’s list of “TV’s 
25 Greatest Teen Idols.” 

He was part of a lineage of teen 
heartthrobs who emerged as mass-
market, youth-oriented maga-
zines and TV took off, connecting 
fresh-scrubbed Ricky Nelson in 
the 1950s to David Cassidy in the 
’70s, all the way to Justin Bieber in 
the 2000s.

Sherman had four Top 10 hits on 
the Billboard Hot 100 chart - “Lit-
tle Woman,” “Julie, Do Ya Love 
Me,” “Easy Come, Easy Go,” and 
“La La La (If I Had You).” He 
had six albums on the Billboard 
200 chart, including “Here Comes 
Bobby,” which spent 48 weeks on 
the album chart, peaking at No. 10. 
His career got its jump start when 
he was cast in the ABC rock ’n’ 
roll show “Shindig!” in the mid-
’60s. Later, he starred in two tel-
evision series - “Here Come the 
Brides” (1968-70) and “Getting 
Together” (1971).

Honor
Admirers from Hollywood 

took to social media to honor 
Sherman, with actor Patricia He-
aton posting on X: “Hey all my 
70s peeps, let’s take a minute to 
remember our heartthrob Bobby 
Sherman” and Lorenzo Lamas 
recalling listening to Sherman’s 
“Easy Come, Easy Go” on the 
school bus as a kid.

After the limelight moved on, 
Sherman became a certifi ed medi-
cal emergency technician and in-
structor for the Los Angeles Po-
lice Department, teaching police 
recruits fi rst aid and CPR. He do-
nated his salary.

“A lot of times, people say, 
‘Well, if you could go back and 
change things, what would you 
do?’” he told The Tulsa World 
in 1997. “And I don’t think I’d 
change a thing - except to maybe 

be a little bit more aware of it, be-
cause I probably could’ve relished 
the fun of it a little more. It was a 
lot of work. It was a lot of blood, 
sweat and tears. But it was the best 
of times.”

Sherman, with sky blue eyes 
and dimples, grew up in the San 
Fernando Valley, singing Ricky 
Nelson songs and performing with 
a high-school rock band. 

“I was brought up in a fairly 
strict family,” he told the Sunday 
News newspaper in Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania, in 1998. “Law and 
order were important. Respect 
your fellow neighbor, remember 
other people’s feelings. I was the 
kind of boy who didn’t do things 
just to be mischievous.”

Change
He was studying child psycholo-

gy at a community college in 1964 
when his girlfriend took him to a 
Hollywood party, which would 
change his life. He stepped onstage 
and sang with the band. Afterward, 
guests Jane Fonda, Natalie Wood 
and Sal Mineo asked him who his 
agent was. They took his number 
and, a few days later, an agent 
called him and set him up with 
“Shindig!”

Sherman hit true teen idol sta-
tus in 1968, when he appeared in 
“Here Come the Brides,” a com-
edy-adventure set in boom town 
Seattle in the 1870s. He sang the 
show’s theme song, “Seattle,” and 
starred as young logger Jeremy 
Bolt, often at loggerheads with 
brother, played by David Soul. It 
lasted two seasons.

Following the series, Sherman 
starred in “Getting Together,” a 
spinoff of “The Partridge Family,” 
about a songwriter struggling to 
make it in the music business. He 
became the fi rst performer to star 
in three TV series before the age of 
30. That television exposure soon 
translated into a fruitful record-
ing career: His fi rst single, “Little 
Woman,” earned a gold record in 
1969.

Obituary Film

This image released by Warner Bros Pictures shows Damson Idris in a scene from ‘F1 The Movie.’ (AP)

Singer Bobby Sherman ap-
pears in Los Angeles on Dec. 

21, 1972. (AP)

Idris Elba, (left), Priyanka Chopra Jonas and John Cena attend the 
world premiere of ‘Heads of State’ at Alice Tully Hall on Tuesday, 

June 24, in New York. (AP)

Actor shifts gears from ‘Snowfall’ to global fame

With ‘F1,’ Idris enters Hollywood’s fast lane
LOS ANGELES, June 25, (AP): Damson Idris was 
trying to tune out the noise, but that’s a little diffi cult 
at a Formula One race.

The British-Nigerian actor was in the zone, in 
character, fi lming the high-octane summer movie 
“F1” with Brad Pitt at some of the world’s most fa-
mous racetracks. While Idris’ profi le has been rising 
in recent years, after six seasons starring in the FX 
series “Snowfall,” there’s nothing like being next to 
globally famous Formula One drivers and a Holly-
wood megastar to put things into perspective. He was 
pretty sure he was going to coast under the radar. 

Then he started hearing not just his own name from 
fans in the crowd but “Franklin Saint,” too, the name 
of his drug kingpin character on “Snowfall.”

“It’s funny, because I see myself as a young actor 
who nobody knows,” Idris, 33, said in a recent inter-
view with The Associated Press.

Anonymity may already be a thing of the past 
for Idris, though. In May, he made a splash at the 
Met Gala, arriving in a full racing suit (branded with 
“F1’s” fi ctional team name APXGP) and a Swarovs-
ki crystal-studded helmet that he and two ushers re-
moved to reveal a second look underneath. The bold-
ness and theatricality of the stunt made it one of the 
most talked about moments at an event where every-
one is trying to stand out.

And things are poised to rev up even more when 
“F1” opens globally Friday. Speeding into theaters 
on a wave of great reviews and the promise of a “Top 
Gun: Maverick”-style spectacle, fi lmmaker Joseph 
Kosinski is pretty sure Idris is going to start hearing 
people shout “Joshua Pearce” at him too.

That’s the name of Idris’ character, the hotshot 
rookie driver of the worst team on the circuit who’s 
desperate to prove himself and hang on to one of the 
coveted seats.

“I’m very excited for people to see him own this 
character and go toe to toe with a giant movie star,” 
Kosinski said. “I think he can do anything. He’s just 
super talented, and I feel like I’m lucky to see him at 
the beginning of what’s going to be a pretty strato-

spheric launch.”
Idris tries to seek out projects that challenge him 

and characters who are as different as possible - from 
each other and, especially, from him. Joshua Pearce 
fi t the bill in a moment when he was preparing to say 
goodbye to Franklin Saint. After he read the “F1” 
script, the character even infi ltrated his dreams.

“I said to myself, ‘Man, no one’s going to be able 
to play this part like I will.’ I remember writing Joe 
(Kosinski) a letter and telling him that,” Idris said. 
“When we fi nally jumped in the cars for the fi rst time, 
I was hooked. I was like, ‘Yep this movie’s mine. It’s 
no one else’s and I can’t wait to give my all to it.’ 
And that’s exactly what I did.”

“F1” wouldn’t just require playing a part. Both he 
and Pitt had to learn how to drive the cars at speeds of 
up to 180 mph. It took months of training behind the 
wheel the supervision of stunt drivers Luciano Ba-
cheta and Craig Dolby, as well as physical training to 
adapt to the G-forces they’d feel in the car.

Imagine
When it came time to fi lm, which they did with 

special cameras attached to the cars, sometimes they 
were driving during breaks at real races with hun-
dreds of thousands of spectators around. Every time 
you see Idris’ or Pitt’s face in the car, Kosinski said, 
they’re really driving that car.

“It’s so insane. It’s actually quicker in real life and 
it looks really fast on the screen,” Idris said. “In a 
split second, a decision could be really detrimental. 
But I couldn’t imagine doing this movie any other 
way. If it was on green screen, you’d be able to tell.”

There’s a bit of art-meets-life symmetry wrapped 
up in “F1,” in which an up-and-comer teams up with 
a veteran. In the fi lm, it’s a reluctant pairing of two 
alphas. The mentorship is fraught, the lessons are hard-
earned and the competition is not exactly friendly. Un-
like Joshua, Idris is more than willing to get advice 
from those around him, whether it’s producers like 
Jerry Bruckheimer and Jeremy Kleiner, his director 
Kosinski, or his co-stars, from Pitt to Javier Bardem.

“I speak to them every day and I ask for advice,” 
he said. “The main focus is on stories, playing char-
acters that I can be proud of and range. That’s every-
thing I’m setting out to do in this career.”

Acting was not always the goal for Idris. Like 
many kids in South London, he once dreamed of 
being a soccer player. Sure, the idea of being a re-
nowned athlete held some appeal, but he also loved 
the sheer discipline it required. Then, at age 18, he 
realized he’d never be as great as Lionel Messi.

“When I see him one day, hopefully I’m blessed to 
meet him, I’m going to tell him that he’s the reason 
why I quit football, because he was so good,” he said. 
“Wonderfully, acting is a subjective industry, so I can 
at least cheat my way into working with Brad Pitt.”

Cheating is, of course, a bit of cheeky hyperbole 
for an actor who studied drama at university and 
continued training at London’s Identity School of 
Acting afterward. Since he made his stage debut in 
Ade Solanke’s “Pandora’s Box” over 10 years ago, 
Idris has been hitting the pavement like the rest of his 
peers. And he’s just getting started. 

Idris recently wrapped fi lming the Tomi Adey-
emi adaptation “Children of Bone and Blood” in 
Cape Town, South Africa. Directed by Gina Prince-
Bythewood, Idris plays Prince Inan in the African fan-
tasy that co-stars Viola Davis, Cynthia Erivo, Chiwetel 
Ejiofor and Idris’ idol and real-life mentor Idris Elba.

“It’s not just a namesake,” Idris said. “I feel so 
blessed to be able to say that I’m like his little brother 
and I can call him and get advice.”

Next up, Idris will prepare to portray Miles Davis 
in Bill Pohlad’s “Miles & Juliette,” about the jazz 
legend’s romance with French singer Juliette Gréco. 
He’s also founded a fi ne jewelry line, named Didris, 
inspired by his mother, and is getting into produc-
ing as well - his production company has a deal with 
FX Networks and wants to make opportunities for 
emerging talents. 

And like his character in “F1,” Idris is learning to 
block out the noise. He knows that a fi lm career is a 
long journey and there will be ups and downs.

Variety

HARTFORD, Conn.: Mark Davis, a television 
news journalist who covered Connecticut politics for 
three decades for a local ABC affi liate, has died. He 
was 76.

Davis died on Monday, WTNH-TV announced 
on Tuesday. He worked at the station for 36 years 
and retired in 2020 as chief Capitol correspondent. 
The cause of death was not disclosed. He had surgery 
last year for bladder cancer, the station previously 
reported.

Known for always beating out other reporters to ask 
the fi rst question at news conferences, Davis covered 
the most high-profi le political stories in the state in-
cluding the 2000 vice presidential candidacy of US 
Sen. Joe Lieberman, a Connecticut Democrat who ran 
with Al Gore, and the 2004 resignation of Republican 
Gov. John Rowland during a corruption scandal.

“The thing I like the best about the job is … when 
someone walks up to me on the street and says, ‘I like 
you, Mark Davis. You’re a plain talker,’” he said in a 

2017 WTNH video celebrating 
his 50th anniversary in broad-
casting. “I mean that’s our job, 
is to be plain talkers.”

Davis worked at Boston ra-
dio stations in the 1970s before 
moving to Connecticut in 1980 
to take a radio job in Hartford.

He moved to television in 
1984 when he joined WTNH. 
He held various jobs there, in-
cluding anchor, before becom-
ing a political reporter in 1989. 
He retired in 2020, citing wor-

ries about contracting the coronavirus at his age. (AP)
❑         ❑         ❑

BRISTOL, Conn.: ESPN has renewed its media 

rights deal with the Premier Lacrosse League for fi ve 
seasons, the network announced Wednesday.

The deal begins next year and includes all PLL 
games, Maybelline Women’s Lacrosse League 
games, as well as future drafts for both leagues. 
ESPN began carrying PLL games in 2022.

ESPN also announced it has also made a minority 
equity investment in the PLL.

“This partnership marks a historic moment for the 
PLL and WLL. ESPN’s renewed commitment, along 
with their investment, speaks volumes about the fu-
ture of lacrosse,” PLL co-founder and President Paul 
Rabil said in a statement. “Together, we’re not only 
bringing the best in professional lacrosse to more 
fans, more often, but we’re building a model for how 
modern sports leagues can grow - with equity, inno-
vation, and access at the center.”

The PLL has eight teams and is in its seventh sea-
son. The WLL is in its fi rst year with four franchises. 
(AP)

Davis
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Secret tunnels set to become next big tourist destination

London tunnels that inspired 007 to open to public
LONDON, June 25, (AP): There is a history-rich part 
of London that few people have seen, where the city 
braced for the Blitz, James Bond’s creator got inspi-
ration and secret Cold War messages passed between 
Washington and Moscow.

It’s a network of tunnels 100 feet (30 meters) 
below the streets that was secret for decades - but 
could be the city’s next big tourist destination. Lo-
cal authorities have approved plans to fi ll the 90,000 
square-foot (8,400 square-meter) site with an intel-
ligence museum, an interactive World War II memo-
rial and one of the world’s deepest underground bars.

“It’s an amazing space, an amazing city,” said An-
gus Murray, chief executive of The London Tunnels, 
as subway trains rattled overhead. “And I think it 
tells a wonderful story.” The tunnels lie directly be-
low London Underground’s Central Line in the city’s 
Holborn area. Work to dig them began in secret in 
1940, when Britain feared invasion by Nazi Germa-
ny. They were designed to shelter up to 8,000 people 
in a pair of parallel tunnels 16½ feet (5 meters) wide 
and 1,300 feet (400 meters) long.

The tunnels were never used for that purpose; by 
the time they were fi nished in 1942 the worst of the 
Blitz was over, and Underground bosses had opened 
up subway stations as air raid shelters for Londoners.

Instead, the tunnels became a government commu-
nications center and a base for the Special Operations 
Executive, a clandestine unit that sent agents - many 
of them women - on perilous sabotage missions in 

Nazi-occupied territory under orders from Prime 
Minister Winston Churchill to “set Europe ablaze.”

A naval offi cer named Ian Fleming was a liaison 
offi cer to the SOE, and the subterranean HQ may 
have provided inspiration for the world of secret 
agent 007 that he went on to create.

“This truly is the Q Branch of James Bond,” said 
Murray, referring to the thrillers’ fi ctional MI6 quar-
termaster and gadget-maker.

After the war, more tunnels were added to the 
complex and the site became a secure telephone 
exchange. From the mid-1950s it was a terminus 
of the fi rst trans-Atlantic undersea telephone cable. 
After the Cuban Missile Crisis brought the world to 
the brink of nuclear war in 1962, a “red telephone” 
hotline between the Pentagon and the Kremlin was 
established and ran through here.

Compensation
Up to 200 people worked underground, bound to 

secrecy but with the compensation of an onsite can-
teen and bar. For a time, the site also housed a bunker 
to be used by the government in the event of nuclear 
war.

By the 1980s, technology had moved on and Brit-
ish Telecom moved out. The tunnels lay largely for-
gotten until BT sold them in 2023 to Murray’s private 
equity-backed group.

Plans include a memorial to the more than 40,000 
civilians killed by German bombing in the war, cul-

tural exhibitions and a nightspot that Murray boasts 
will be “the deepest bar in the world in a city.”

It also will house Britain’s Military Intelligence 
Museum, which is currently tucked away on a mili-
tary base north of London with limited public access. 
Museum bosses have agreed to move a collection 
covering more than 300 years of history to the tun-
nels, bringing a much higher profi le for a story they 
believe needs to be told.

”It’s not targeted at people who already have an 
interest in military topics,” said the chair of the muse-
um’s board of trustees, who gave only his fi rst name, 
Alistair, because of the museum’s connection to Brit-
ain’s armed forces.

“A heavy theme that will run through the new mu-
seum is that there are skills and tools that military 
intelligence has developed over years and centuries 
… and the fundamental one is, how do you tell truth 
from lies?” he said. “That’s a very big theme of now.”

The museum also will fl esh out the secret story 
of the Special Operations Executive. The museum’s 
collection contains agent messages, supplies, weap-
ons and sabotage equipment from the SOE’s wartime 
adventures.

“Most of the people that worked in SOE never 
talked about it, either at the time or afterwards, and 
many of the records have disappeared,” Alistair said. 
“So a lot is known about SOE, but we don’t know 
everything, and the chances are we will never know 
everything.”

A general view of one of the tunnels during a press tour London, Thursday, 
June 19. (AP)

Fashion Education

Effective educators

NEW YORK, June 25, (AP): For her 6th grade hon-
ors class, math teacher Ana Sepúlveda wanted to 
make geometry fun. She fi gured her students “who 
live and breathe soccer” would be interested to learn 
how mathematical concepts apply to the sport. She 
asked ChatGPT for help.

Within seconds, the chatbot delivered a fi ve-page 
lesson plan, even offering a theme: “Geometry is 
everywhere in soccer - on the fi eld, in the ball, and 
even in the design of stadiums!”

It explained the place of shapes and angles on a 
soccer fi eld. It suggested classroom conversation 
starters: Why are those shapes important to the 
game? It proposed a project for students to design 
their own soccer fi eld or stadium using rulers and 
protractors.

“Using AI has been a game changer for me,” said 
Sepúlveda, who teaches at a dual language school 
in Dallas and has ChatGPT translate everything 
into Spanish. “It’s helping me with lesson planning, 
communicating with parents and increasing student 
engagement.”

Across the country, artifi cial intelligence tools are 
changing the teaching profession as educators use 
them to help write quizzes and worksheets, design 
lessons, assist with grading and reduce paperwork. 
By freeing up their time, many say the technology 
has made them better at their jobs.

A poll released Wednesday by Gallup and the 
Walton Family Foundation found 6 in 10 U.S. 
teachers working in K-12 public schools used AI 
tools for their work over the past school year, with 
heavier use among high school educators and early-
career teachers. It surveyed more than 2,000 teach-
ers nationwide in April. 

Respondents who use AI tools weekly estimate 
they save them about six hours a week, suggesting 
the technology could help alleviate teacher burnout, 
said Gallup research consultant Andrea Malek Ash, 
who authored the report.

As schools navigate concerns over student abuse 
of the technology, some are also are introducing 
guidelines and training for educators so teachers 
are aware of avoiding shortcuts that shortchange 
students.

Uneven
About two dozen states have state-level AI guid-

ance for schools, but the extent to which it is applied 
by schools and teachers is uneven, says Maya Israel, 
an associate professor of educational technology 
and computer science education at the University of 
Florida. 

“We want to make sure that AI isn’t replacing the 
judgment of a teacher,” Israel said.

If teachers are using chatbots for grading they 
should be aware the tools are good for “low-level” 
grading like multiple choice tests but less effective 
when nuance is required. There should be a way for 
students to alert teachers if the grading is too harsh 
or inconsistent, and the fi nal grading decision needs 
to remain with the educator, she said.

About 8 in 10 teachers who use AI tools say it 
saves them time on work tasks like making work-
sheets, assessments, quizzes or on administrative 
work. And about 6 in 10 teachers who use AI tools 
said they are improving the quality of their work 
when it comes to modifying student materials, or 
giving student feedback.

“AI has transformed how I teach. It’s also trans-
formed my weekends and given me a better work-
life balance,” said Mary McCarthy, a high school 
social studies teacher in the Houston area who has 
used AI tools for help with lesson plans and other 
tasks.

McCarthy said training she received from her 
school district on AI tools has helped her model 
proper use for her students.

“If I’m on the soapbox of, ‘AI is bad and kids 
are going to get dumb,’ well yeah if we don’t teach 
them how to use the tool,” said McCarthy. “It feels 
like my responsibility as the adult in the room to 
help them fi gure out how to navigate this future.”

Views on the role of artifi cial intelligence in 
education have shifted dramatically since ChatGPT 
launched in late 2022. Schools around the country 
initially banned it, but since then many have sought 
ways to incorporate it into classrooms. Concerns 
about student overuse and misuse are still prevalent: 
About half of teachers worry that student use of AI 
will decrease teens’ ability to think critically and in-
dependently or to have persistence when problem 
solving, according to the study. 

One benefi t teachers see in becoming more famil-
iar with artifi cial intelligence is the ability to spot 
when students are overusing it.

Clues that assignments are written by AI tools 
include an absence of grammatical errors and com-
plex phrases in writing, said Colorado high school 
English teacher Darren Barkett.

He said he relies on ChatGPT himself to create 
lesson plans and grade multiple choice tests and es-
says.

In suburban Chicago, middle school art teacher 
Lindsay Johnson said she uses only AI programs 
vetted by her school and deemed safe to use with 
minors, for data privacy and other concerns. To en-
sure students feel confi dent in their skills, she said 
she brings the technology in only for later stages of 
projects. 

AI tools help teacher
with lessons, grading

Saint Laurent opens Paris Fashion Week in style

Pharrell mixes cultures at LV Pompidou show
PARIS, June 25, (AP): The birds scattered 
in every direction as the fi rst drumbeat thun-
dered across the plaza outside Paris’ Pompi-
dou Center Tuesday, clearing the way for a 
different kind of fl ight: Beyoncé and Jay-Z 
swept into the front row. 

The star couple anchored a guest list at 
Pharrell Williams’ latest Louis Vuitton 
spectacle that doubled as a map of con-
temporary culture now: Bradley Cooper, 
J-Hope, Karol G, Pinkpanthress, Future, 
Pusha T, Jackson Wang, Bambam, Mason 
Thames, Miles Caton, D’Pharaoh Woon-A-
Tai, Malcolm Washington, Jalen Ramsey, 
and A$AP Nast. If there was any question 
about the gravitational pull of Louis Vuit-
ton under Williams, it evaporated before the 
fi rst look hit the runway.

This was no ordinary catwalk: Williams - 
half showman, half pop impresario - staged 
a cultural passage from Paris to Mumbai, 
fusing Indian tradition and modern dandy-
ism into a punchy, sunstruck vision of the 
Vuitton man in 2026.

In Vuitton’s world, a show is never 
just a show. It’s a takeover, a mood. On 
Tuesday, the Pompidou’s iconic colored 
pipes served as a sci-fi backdrop for a set 
dreamed up with Studio Mumbai architect 
Bijoy Jain: a lifesize “Snakes and Lad-
ders” board, alluding to both the child’s 
game and the adult risks of fashion’s 
global game.

For Williams, the house’s mantra of 
travel is less about destination, more 
about movemen. Up, down, sideways, 
sunward.

The clothes? This season, they marched 
to their own drumbeat. Out came models in 
Indian-style chunky sandals, striped boxy 
shorts and blue preppy shirts with sleeves 
billowing like monsoon sails. Silken cargo 
pants shimmered in the sun; pin-striped 
puffers added a louche, almost Bollywood-
kitsch edge.

Cricket jerseys appeared with jeweled 
collars or - why not? - a puffy hood dripping 
with rhinestones. Blue pearlescent leather 
bombers fl irted with the bling of Mumbai’s 
fi lm sets, while pin-striped tailoring riffed 
on both the British Raj and Parisian boule-
vardiers.

If all this felt like cultural collision, that’s 
by design. Williams’ Vuitton has become 
a mood board for global wanderlust: the 
checked silks, the mismatched stripes, the 
trompe l’oeil fabrics that look sun-faded by 
actual adventures. It’s a nod to the itinerant 
dandyism that’s fast becoming his Vuitton 
calling card. Less about nostalgia, more 
about now.

But don’t mistake the globe-trotting op-
timism for naivety. There’s calculation in 
the chaos. Williams’ references bounce 
from Kenzo’s Nigo (his onetime collabora-
tor) to Indian contemporary artisans - like 
the hand-beaded snakes slithering across 
shirts, or the sandalwood-scented linens that 
recall a summer in Rajasthan. The “world-
wide community” Vuitton preaches is real, 
but it’s also realpolitik: What could be more 
luxurious in 2025 than clothing that tries to 
please everyone and everywhere, without 
losing itself?

Of course, with Vuitton, the accessories 
make the man and this season’s bags, be-
jeweled sandals and hardware-heavy neck-
laces delivered the requisite Instagram bait, 
each a covetable passport stamp in leather 
or gold. It’s maximalism, sure, but not just 
for the TikTok set: the craftsmanship, from 
sun-bleached cloth to hand-loomed stripes, 
rewards anyone who bothers to look twice.

If there’s a criticism, it’s that sometimes 
the noise of references threatens to drown 
out the signal. Williams piles motif on mo-
tif, color on color, joy on joy, until coher-
ence blurs into sheer, Dionysian energy. But 
maybe that’s the point: In a season of global 
anxiety the Vuitton man chooses to strut, 
sparkle, and swerve.

As the last look circled the Pompidou and 
the birds resettled, Vuitton’s odyssey felt 
less like a fashion show and more like an 
announcement: the world is a game board, 
the ladders are real, and Louis Vuitton is 
still rolling the dice.

Saint Laurent
It-designer Anthony Vaccarello on Tues-

day sent out a Saint Laurent men’s collec-
tion that felt both sun-drenched and haunted, 
set not just in the heart of Paris, but drifting 
somewhere between the city and the leg-
endary queer enclave of Fire Island in New 
York.

Staged at the Bourse de Commerce, the 
grand art palace and crown jewel of Kering 
‘s Pinault family in the French capital, the 
show paid tribute to Yves Saint Laurent’s 
own history of escape and reinvention. 

Star power in the front row, including 

Francis Ford Coppola, Rami Malek, Aaron 
and Sam Taylor-Johnson, and house icon 
Betty Catroux, underscored the label’s mag-
netic pull.

Oversized shorts, boxy trenches, and 
blazers with extended shoulders riffed on an 
iconic 1950s photo of Saint Laurent in Oran, 
but they were reframed for a new era of 
subtle, coded sensuality. Flashes of mustard 
and pool blue popped against an otherwise 
muted, sandy palette - little jolts of longing 
beneath the surface calm.

Yet what truly set this collection apart 
was its emotional honesty. Vaccarello, often 
praised for his control and polish, confront-
ed the idea of emptiness head-on. 

The show notes spoke of a time “when 
beauty served as a shield against empti-
ness,” a phrase that cut deep, recalling not 
only Saint Laurent’s own battles with loneli-
ness and addiction, but also the secret codes 
and guarded longing that marked the lives of 
many gay men of his generation.

That sense of secrecy was everywhere in 
the clothes: ties tucked away beneath the 
second shirt button, as if hiding something 

private; sunglasses shielding the eyes, keep-
ing the world at a careful distance. These 
weren’t just styling tricks, they were acts of 
self-preservation and subtle rebellion, evok-
ing the rituals of concealment and coded 
desire that defi ned both Fire Island and of 
closet-era Paris. For generations, Fire Island 
meant freedom for gay men, but also the 
risks of exposure, discrimination, and the 
heartbreak of the AIDS crisis.

If the installation of artist Céleste Boursi-
er-Mougenot’s pool of drifting porcelain 
bowls spoke to the idea of beautiful objects 
colliding and drifting apart, so too did the 
models: together on the runway, yet worlds 
apart, longing and loneliness held just be-
neath the surface.

This season’s blockbuster staging felt 
all the more pointed as Kering faces tough 
quarters and slowing luxury demand. The 
group leveraged one of its artistic crown 
jewels, Saint Laurent, and a dramatic mu-
seum setting to showcase creative clout, 
generate buzz and reassure investors of its 
cultural muscle.

The venue itself - home to the Pinault 

Collection - embodies that rivalry at the 
very top of French luxury. The Pinault fam-
ily controls Kering, which owns Saint Lau-
rent, while their archrival Bernard Arnault 
helms LVMH and its Louis Vuitton Foun-
dation across town. This season, the stakes 
felt especially high as the Saint Laurent 
show came just hours before Louis Vuit-
ton’s own, throwing the spotlight on a Paris 
fashion power struggle where every show 
doubles as a declaration of taste, power and 
corporate pride.

If the collection offered few surprises and 
leaned heavily on crowd-pleasing shapes, it 
was undeniably salable, proving that when 
a house this powerful plays to its strengths, 
few in Paris will complain. A collection 
for those who have ever wanted more, and 
learned to shield their hearts in style.

A model wears a creation as part of the 
men’s Louis Vuitton SS 2026 collection. 

(AP)

Designer Pharrell Williams takes the stage after the men’s Louis Vuitton Spring-Sum-
mer 2026 collection, in Paris, Tuesday, June 24. (AP)

Models wear creations as part of the men’s Louis Vuitton Spring-Summer 2026 col-
lection, that was presented in Paris, Tuesday, June 24. (AP)

A model wears a creation as part of the 
men’s Saint SS 2026 collection, in Paris, 

June 24. (AP)

Beyonce, (center), attends the men’s 
Louis Vuitton Spring-Summer 2026 col-
lection, in Paris, Tuesday, June 24. (AP)
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Experts offer tools to help youth cope with climate fears

Experts warn of new epidemics of infectious diseases

Private space mission

‘Sugarbag’

Emotional toll of climate change hits young people hard

Vaccination efforts worldwide stall,
putting millions of children at risk

Family-based therapy eases depression in kids

India, Poland, Hungarian
astronauts blast off to ISS

Bee honey may
fi ght superbugs

NEW YORK, June 25, (AP): Anxi-
ety, grief, anger, fear, helplessness. 
The emotional toll of climate change 
is broad-ranging, especially for young 
people.

Many worry about what the future 
holds, and a daily grind of climate anx-
iety and distress can lead to sleepless-
ness, an inability to focus and worse. 
Some young people wonder whether 
it’s moral to bring children into the 
world. Many people grieve for the 
natural world.

Activists, climate psychologists 
and others in the fi ght against climate 
change have a range of ways to build 
resilience and help manage emotions. 
Some ideas:

Feeling isolated? Find ways to con-
nect with like-minded people and help 
nature, said climate psychologist Lau-
ra Robinson in Ann Arbor, Michigan. 
There are many ways to get involved.

Work locally to convince more resi-
dents to give up grass lawns and in-
crease biodiversity with native plants, 
for instance. Help establish new green 
spaces, join projects to protect water, 
develop wildlife corridors, or decrease 
pesticide use to save frogs, insects 
and birds. Work to get the word out 
on turning down nighttime lighting to 
help birds and lightning bugs.

“I see people struggling with these 

emotions across the age range,” said 
Robinson. “I have parents who are 
themselves really struggling with their 
own feelings and really worried about 
their children in the future.”

Climate news and the onslaught of 
disaster and mayhem in general has 
become heavy and overwhelming for 
many with the rise of social media 
and mobile phone use. Try schedul-
ing breaks from notifi cations on your 
phone or stepping back from the news 
cycle in other ways.

Consider the idea of a “positiv-
ity sandwich,” where you begin with 
a good piece of news, followed by a 
harder tidbit, then fi nish with a second 
feel-good story. 

Phoebe Yu, 39, gave up a cushy job 
in health technology to work on an 
MBA with a focus on sustainability. 
She started a business selling sponges 
made from the luffa gourd. And she 
does it all while raising her 6-year-old 
son with her husband in Fremont, Cali-
fornia.

“I am generally a very happy person 
and I’m very optimistic. And I’m still 
that, but sometimes it becomes very 
diffi cult to manage. Like, what will 
happen and thinking about the long 
term,” she said. “At points, I’ve regret-
ted bringing a child into this world, 
knowing how things could get much, 

much worse.”
Part of managing her own emotions 

is trying to model sustainable behav-
iors for her son while educating him 
on the importance of helping the envi-
ronment. The family drives an electric 
vehicle. They don’t eat meat and have 
encouraged extended family to do the 
same. They recycle, compost and limit 
travel by air.

“I try to explain things to my son so 
he can at least have some understand-
ing of how the world and the ecosys-
tem works as a whole,” Yu said. “I do 
think kids are able to absorb that and 
turn that into some level of action.”

Britnee Reid teaches middle school 
science for Gaston Virtual Academy, 
a K-12 virtual public school based in 
Gastonia, North Carolina.

Reid participated in a pilot project 
for a free teacher tool kit on climate 
put together by the National Envi-
ronmental Education Foundation and 
the Climate Mental Health Network, 
a collective of community advocates 
working on the emotional impacts of 
climate change.

The kit is full of ways to help teach-
ers support students’ mental health 
and manage their own climate-related 
emotions. One of the exercises in-
volves students documenting their in-
teractions with the natural world in an 
environmental timeline. Laying it all 
out often stirs action, Reid said.

“They can be anxious, they can be 
angry, they can feel fearful, but they’re 
like these go-getters of, ‘I’m going to 
make the change in this world.’ There’s 
kind of two truths at once where they 
feel scared but they also feel like, you 
know, I can do something about this,” 
she said.

“The timelines,” Reid said, “pro-
vided some good, rich conversations.”

Psychotherapist Patricia Hasbach, 
just outside of Eugene, Oregon, has 
written several books on eco-psychol-
ogy and eco-therapy and has taught 
graduate students on those topics.

“We incorporate nature into the 
healing process,” she said. “And we 
address a person’s relationship with 

the natural world. Certainly with cli-
mate change, eco-therapy has a huge 
role to play.”

One of her most important missions 
is helping people fi nd their words to 
talk about climate change in pursuit of 
resilience.

“There have been some studies done 
that show an increased number of 
young people reporting concern, like 
84% of young people in the U.S. re-
porting concern about climate change, 
but only like 59% of them think that 
other people are as concerned as they 
are,” Hasbach said.

That, she said, contributes to inac-
tion and feelings of anxiety, depression 
or isolation. 

Climate scientist Kate Marvel, a 
physicist and author of the new book 
“Human Nature: Nine Ways to Feel 
About our Changing Planet,” urges 
people to think differently about their 
place in preserving the environment.

“A lot of times, the anxiety and the 
hopelessness comes from a feeling of 
powerlessness. And I don’t think any 
of us is powerless,” she said.

“I think collectively, we’re incred-
ibly powerful,” Marvel said. “The at-
mosphere cares about what all of us 
together are doing, and I think you can 
have much more impact if you think of 
yourself as part of the collective.”

LONDON, June 25, (AP): Efforts 
to vaccinate children globally have 
stalled since 2010, leaving millions 
vulnerable to tetanus, polio, tuberculo-
sis and other diseases that can be easily 
prevented.

Protection from measles in particular 
dropped in 100 countries between 2010 
and 2019, unravelling decades of pro-
gress, including in rich countries that 
had previously eliminated the highly 
infectious disease, according to a new 
analysis of global vaccination trends 
published Tuesday in the journal Lancet.

“After clean water, vaccination is 
the most effective intervention for 
protecting the health of our children,” 
said Helen Bedford, a professor of 
children’s health at University College 
London, who was not connected to the 
research. She warned there has been a 
small but worrying rise in the number 
of parents skipping vaccination for 
their children in recent years, for rea-
sons including misinformation.

In Britain, Bedford said that has 
resulted in the largest number of mea-
sles recorded since the 1990s and the 
deaths of nearly a dozen babies from 
whooping cough. Vaccination rates 
in the US are also falling, and exemp-
tions from vaccinations are at an all-
time high.

After the World Health Organiza-
tion established its routine immuniza-
tion program in 1974, countries made 

signifi cant efforts to protect children 
against preventable and sometimes 
fatal diseases; the program is credited 
with inoculating more than 4 billion 
children, saving the lives of 154 mil-
lion worldwide. 

Since the program began, the global 
coverage of children receiving three 
doses of the diphtheria-tetanus-whoop-
ing cough vaccine nearly doubled, 
from 40% to 81%. The percentage of 
kids getting the measles vaccine also 
jumped from 37% to 83%, with similar 
increases for polio and tuberculosis.

But after the COVID-19 pandemic, 
coverage rates dropped, with an esti-
mated 15.6 million children missing 
out on the diphtheria-tetanus-whoop-
ing cough vaccine and the measles vac-
cine. Nearly 16 million children failed 
to get vaccinated against polio and 9 
million missed out on the TB vaccine, 

with the biggest impact in sub-Saharan 
Africa. The study was funded by the 
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation and 
Gavi, The Vaccine Alliance. 

Researchers at the Institute for 
Health Metrics and Evaluation at the 
University of Washington, who con-
ducted the analysis, noted that more 
than half of the world’s 15.7 million 
unvaccinated children live in just eight 
countries in 2023: Nigeria, India, Con-
go, Ethiopia, Somalia, Sudan, Indone-
sia and Brazil.

Since President Trump has begun to 
withdraw the US from the WHO and 
dismantled the US Agency for Interna-
tional Aid, public health experts have 
warned of new epidemics of infectious 
diseases. The researchers said it was 
too early to know what impact recent 
funding cuts might have on children’s 
immunization rates. 

The WHO said there had been an 
11-fold spike in measles in the Ameri-
cas this year compared to 2024. Mea-
sles infections doubled in the Europe-
an region in 2024 versus the previous 
year and the disease remains common 
in Africa and Southeast Asia.

“It is in everyone’s interest that this 
situation is rectifi ed,” said Dr. Da-
vid Elliman, a pediatrician who has 
advised the British government, in a 
statement. “While vaccine-preventable 
infectious diseases occur anywhere in 
the world, we are all at risk.”

SYDNEY, June 25, (Xinhua): New 
Australian research highlights the 
importance of involving a child’s im-
mediate support network, particularly 
parents and caregivers, in effectively 
addressing childhood anxiety and de-
pression.

The study examined the impact 
of Behavior Exchange and Systems 
Therapy - Foundations (BEST-F) on 
children aged 3 to 11. This family-
based approach places the parent-child 
relationship at the center of treatment, 

according to a release from Murdoch 
University in Western Australia pub-
lished on the Science Media Exchange 
website on Tuesday.

Since the COVID-19 pandemic, 
childhood anxiety and depression have 
risen worldwide, but the study shows 
that involving families in therapy can 
signifi cantly reduce children’s inter-
nalized symptoms, the release said.

“We know that children are embed-
ded within many systems, and the fam-
ily system is of prime importance,” 

said Renita Almeida, the study’s co-
author from Murdoch University.

Family environments strongly affect 
children’s mental health, and improve-
ments within the family often lead to 
ongoing benefi ts for both children and 
parents, Almeida said.

The research, published in the jour-
nal of Children, demonstrated that the 
BEST-F model, developed in Mel-
bourne and Perth, had a substantial effect 
on lowering the frequency with which 
children internalized their symptoms.

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla., June 
25, (AP): India, Poland and Hungary 
launched their fi rst astronauts in more 
than 40 years Wednesday, sending 
them on a private fl ight to the Interna-
tional Space Station.

The three countries shared the tab 
for the two-week mission. Axiom 
Space, the Houston company that ar-
ranged the deal, put the ticket price at 
more than $65 million per customer.

SpaceX’s Falcon rocket blasted off 
from NASA’s Kennedy Space Center 
two weeks late because of space sta-
tion leak concerns. The capsule on top 
carried not only the three newcomers 
to space - none of whom were alive 
when their countries’ fi rst astronauts 
launched - but America’s most experi-
enced astronaut, Peggy Whitson. 

Besides Whitson, the crew includes 
India’s Shubhanshu Shukla, a pilot in 
the Indian Air Force; Hungary’s Tibor 
Kapu, a mechanical engineer; and Po-
land’s Slawosz Uznanski-Wisniewski, 
a radiation expert and one of the Eu-
ropean Space Agency’s project astro-
nauts sometimes pressed into tempo-

rary duty.
The astronauts are due to arrive at 

the orbiting lab the next morning. 
In addition to dozens of experi-

ments, the astronauts are fl ying food 
that celebrates their heritage: Indian 
curry and rice with mango nectar; 
spicy Hungarian paprika paste; and 
freeze-fried Polish pierogies. 

Hungary’s fi rst astronaut, Bertalan 
Farkas, traveled to the launch site to 
cheer on Kapu.

Farkas launched with the Soviets in 
1980, taking along a teddy bear in a 
cosmonaut suit that went back up with 
Kapu. India and Poland’s original as-
tronauts also launched with the Soviets 
in the late 1970s and 1980s.

Uznanski-Wisniewski carried up the 
Polish fl ag worn on his predecessor’s 
spacesuit, noting that Miroslaw Her-
maszewski was his biggest supporter 
until his death in 2022. India’s fi rst 
astronaut, Rakesh Sharma, couldn’t 
make it to Florida for the launch; 
Shukla said he’s been a mentor “at 
every step of this journey” and is fl y-
ing a surprise gift for him.

SYDNEY, June 25, (Xinhua): Re-
searchers have found that honey made 
by native stingless bees possesses dis-
tinctive antimicrobial qualities, offer-
ing new hope in the fi ght against the 
worldwide threat of antibiotic resist-
ance.

Known locally as “sugarbag” hon-
ey, honey from three species, such as 
Austroplebeia australis, demonstrates 
remarkable antimicrobial activity, even 
after undergoing heat treatment and 
long-term storage, a trait that could 
benefi t commercial medical applica-
tions, according to a release from the 
University of Sydney on Monday.

This resilience sets it apart from hon-
ey produced by European honeybees, 
whose antimicrobial effects often rely 
on hydrogen peroxide and can diminish 
over time or with heat, the release said.

The study found that stingless bee 
honey’s antimicrobial power relies on 
both peroxide and non-peroxide mech-
anisms, remaining effective even with-
out hydrogen peroxide -- unlike ma-
nuka honey, whose potency depends 
mainly on certain plants.

The study’s lead author, Kenya Fer-
nandes at the University of Sydney, 
said the honey’s consistent antimicro-
bial effects across locations suggest the 
bees themselves, not just the plants, 
play a key role.

❑     ❑     ❑

Measles: Bolivia declared a National 
Health Emergency on Tuesday in re-
sponse to a measles outbreak that has 
seen 60 confi rmed cases in different 
parts of the South American country.

“After urgently convening the Na-
tional Strategic Council for Health 
Emergencies, in response to the mea-
sles epidemic that the country is expe-
riencing and the high risk of the disease 
spreading, we have decided to declare 
a National Health Emergency with the 
fi rm intention of protecting the health 
and lives of the Bolivian people,” Bo-
livian President Luis Arce announced 
on social media.

The measure seeks to contain the 
spread of the virus through a mass 
vaccination campaign and a coordi-
nated plan with local and regional 
governments, and international or-
ganizations.

Eaton Fire evacuee Alyson Granaderos, left, sobs while trying to comfort 
her son, Ceiba Phillips, 11, as he visits their home for the fi rst time since 

the fi re in Altadena, Calif., Feb. 8, 2025. (AP)

A health worker administers a polio 
vaccine to a child in Karachi, Paki-

stan, Jan. 8, 2024. (AP)

SpaceX Falcon 9 crew, Shubhanshu Shukla of the Indian Space Research 
Organization, (from left), Tibor Kapu of Hungary, commander Peggy Whit-
son, and Slawosz Uznanski-Wisniewski of Poland, pose for a photo before 
departing for a launch to the International Space Station at the Kennedy 

Space Center in Cape Canaveral, Fla., Tuesday, June 24. (AP)
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Lore and Rodriguez to serve as co-chairmen on the board

NBA owners unanimously approve $1.5b sale of Wolves, Lynx
MINNEAPOLIS, June 25, (AP): The $1.5 billion sale of the 
Minnesota Timberwolves from Glen Taylor to an investment 
group led by e-commerce entrepreneur Marc Lore and for-
mer baseball star Alex Rodriguez gained NBA approval on 
Tuesday, fi nalizing a complex and contentious process more 
than four years after the deal was reached.

The ownership transfer that Taylor tried to stop last year 
received an unanimous vote from the league’s board of gov-
ernors that comprises the 30 team owners. The deal, which is 
expected to close this week nearly 51 months and more than 
1,500 days after the initial agreement, includes the four-time 
WNBA champion Minnesota Lynx.

The Timberwolves are planning an introductory news 
conference for Lore and Rodriguez next month in Las Vegas 
during the NBA Summer League. 

Lore and Rodriguez will serve as co-chairmen on the 
board, with Lore as Timberwolves governor and Rodriguez 
as alternate governor, the league announced. For the Lynx, 

Rodriguez will serve as governor and Lore as alternate gov-
ernor.

“We fully recognize the great responsibility that comes 
with serving as stewards of these exceptional franchises,” 
Lore said in a statement distributed by the organization. 
“We are committed to building an organization that sets the 
standard for excellence, is universally admired, and rooted in 
pride that spans generations.”

The business partners and close friends who met during 
the pandemic over a Zoom call have said they’re committed 
to keeping the teams in Minnesota. 

“I’ve dedicated my entire life to the world of sports, not 
just as a game, but as a powerful force that unites people, up-
lifts communities, and changes lives,” Rodriguez said. “I’m 
incredibly honored and energized to roll up my sleeves and 
get to work. I know what it takes to be a champion, and I’m 
ready to bring that same commitment and drive to create a 
winning culture in Minnesota.”

The 83-year-old Taylor, who grew up on a Minnesota 
dairy farm and built a fortune with a business that special-
ized in printing wedding invitations, bought the Timber-
wolves for about $88 million in 1994 to prevent them from 
moving after a deal between the original owners and a group 
in New Orleans was nixed by the NBA. 

After Lore and Rodriguez were outbid for the New York 
Mets by hedge fund manager Steve Cohen, they turned their 
attention to basketball after learning Taylor was exploring a 
sale. The deal was arranged in phases to allow Taylor to stay 
as a mentor of sorts.

The value of the franchise has more than doubled since 
that April 10, 2021, agreement due largely to soaring NBA 
revenues. Forbes has estimated the Timberwolves are worth 
$3.1 billion. Sportico’s most recent calculations pegged 
the club at $3.29 billion. Both publications put them as the 
third-lowest in the league, playing in a midsized market in a 
35-year-old arena.

Reese has a double-double as Sky downs Sparks

Mystics fi nish strong to hand Collier-less Lynx second loss
WASHINGTON, June 25, (AP): Shakira Austin scored 19 points and the 
Washington Mystics scored the last six points of the game to hand the Min-
nesota Lynx, without All-Star Napheesa Collier, their second loss, 68-64 on 
Tuesday night.

Austin’s putback tied the game at 64 with 32 seconds left. After a timeout 
to advance the ball, Bridget Carleton’s inbounds pass went off Courtney Wil-
liams’ hands and Sug Sutton scooped up the loose ball and raced in for the 
winning basket. Sonia Citron secured the win with two free throws with 6.4 
seconds remaining.

Washington didn’t make a basket after the 5:12 mark, when Kiki Iriafen’s 
short jumper on the baseline gave Washington a 62-61 lead until Austin’s ty-
ing basket. 

Sutton scored 12 points for the Mystics (7-8) and Kiki Iriafen added 11 
points and 11 rebounds. Citron fi nished 3 of 13 from the fi eld for nine points, 
ending her streak of double-fi gure games to start her career at 14.

Sky 97, Sparks  86
In Chicago, Kamilia Cardoso scored a career-high 27 points, Angel Reese 

had a double-double and Chicago beat Los Angeles.
Reese fi nished with 18 points and 17 rebounds. Ariel Atkins scored 13 

points for the Sky (4-10).
Chicago took its fi rst lead, 74-72, at 7:23 of the fourth quarter on a driving 

layup by Cardoso and outscored Los Angeles 30-17 in the fi nal period.
Azura Stevens scored 21 points and Kelsey Plum added 20 for the Sparks 

(4-11), who lost their fourth straight. Dearica Hamby had 15 points and Rick-
ea Jackson 11. 

Wings 68, Dream 55
In Arlington,  Arike Ogumbowale scored 21 points, Paige Bueckers scored 

in double fi gures for the 12th straight game and Dallas topped Atlanta.

Bueckers scored 12 points and has reached double fi gures in all 12 games 
she has played. Aziaha James added 11 points and Li Yueru had 10 with a 
career-high 15 rebounds for the Wings (4-12), who have won three of their 
last four games.

Ryne Howard had 23 points and surpassed 2,000 for her career for Atlanta 
(10-5), which had won 9 of its last 11 games. Alisha Gray added 13 points and 
Brionna Jones 12. The Dallas reserves outscored the Atlanta bench 21-5. The 
Dream went 0 for 11 from 3-point range in the fi rst quarter and fi nished 7 of 
34 (21%), while shooting 23% overall.

Fever 94, Storm 86
In Seattle, Aliyah Boston scored a career-high 31 points and Kelsey Mitch-

ell chipped in 26 points and fi ve 3-pointers as Indiana beat Seattle.
Caitlin Clark scored just six points in the win on a tough shooting night. She 

went 0 for 6 from 3-point range and 3 for 13 from the fi eld. 
Boston’s previous career best was 30 points on Sept. 8, 2024, against the 

Atlanta Dream. The 6-foot-5 forward and former No. 1 overall pick scored 26 
points in her last game against the Las Vegas Aces, as well. 

The duo of Mitchell and Boston was particularly impactful in a dominant 
third quarter for the Fever (7-7), when they outscored the Storm (9-6) 30-
19. Mitchell had seven points in the quarter, while Boston added eight more, 
building a lead the Storm couldn’t erase, despite a valiant late push. 

Lexie Hull added 15 points and Damiris Dantas contributed 10 for the Fe-
ver. It was an impressive all-around effort from Indiana, especially consider-
ing Clark’ recent struggles from beyond the 3-point arc continued. Clark has 
converted just 1 of her last 23 3-point attempts.

Seattle Storm forward Nneka Ogwumike (3) defends against Indiana Fever 
forward Aliyah Boston (7) during the fi rst half of a WNBA basketball game 

in Seattle. (AP)

Poms ‘outclass’ India with 
sensational 371-run chase

Duckett and Crawley lead England’s chase

LEEDS, England, June 25 
(AP): England brilliantly 
paced a mammoth chase of 
371 runs to beat India by 
fi ve wickets and take the 
series-opening Headingley 
test with 14 overs to spare. 

England pulled off the 10th-
highest successful run chase in 
Test history by playing clinically 
and confi dently on a fi fth-day pitch 
and in conditions, especially in the 
morning and afternoon, that suited 
India’s bowlers. 

Ben Duckett’s and Zak Crawley’s 
magnifi cent opening partnership of 
188, knocking off more than half of 
the required runs - underpinned a chase 
that was ultimately fi nished in style by 
Jamie Smith’s massive knee-down six 
over long-on. 

After a wicketless morning, pacers 
Prasidh Krishna and Shardul Thakur 
were India’s surprising wicket-takers 
in the afternoon. When spinner Ravin-
dra Jadeja claimed captain Ben Stokes 
after tea with 69 runs needed, the chase 
fi nally became tense.

But Joe Root, 53 not out, and Smith, 
44 not out, removed all drama by hit-
ting the remaining runs without giving 
India a sniff.

The odds were heavily against Eng-
land when it resumed the chase on a 
gloomy morning on 21-0, needing 
350 more runs. However, England 
strengthened its reputation for target-
ing large-scale objectives. It achieved 

its 12th successful run chase in 14 
chances at home under coach Brendon 
‘Baz’ McCullum. 

In a big year for England with four 
more home tests against India fol-
lowed by the Ashes in Australia, Eng-
land said it was prioritizing winning 
over entertainment. And this wasn’t 
a typical “Bazball” crash-bang chase, 
but grown-up  

It still entertained all fi ve days, only 
the third test in history in which all 
four innings were 350 runs or more. 
England scored 465 and 373-5 against 
India’s 471 and 364.

England became the fi rst team in 

fi rst-class cricket, let alone tests, to 
concede fi ve centuries in a game and 
win.

Duckett and Crawley calmly ab-
sorbed India’s pressure to take the total 
to 117-0 by lunch and become the fi rst 
set of England openers to score 2,000 
runs as a pair since Alastair Cook and 
Andrew Strauss 13 years ago. 

Crawley was happy to let Duck-
ett be the aggressor and hit his slow-
est test 50. He was lucky on 42 when 
Jasprit Bumrah missed a low caught-
and-bowled chance. No. 1 test bowler 
Bumrah hurled 16 overs without a 
wicket. 

After lunch, Duckett was dropped 
on 97 by a diving Yashasvi Jaiswal, 
angering bowler Mohammed Siraj. 
That was Jaiswal’s third drop of the 
match.

Duckett reverse-swept Jadeja for his 
14th boundary and his hundred off 121 
balls. He jumped and punched the air 
to celebrate his sixth test hundred and 
second against India.

But he lost his partner, Crawley, 
after a brief rain delay on 65 off 126 
balls. The pair achieved the fi fth-high-
est opening stand in the fourth innings 
in test history, and dropped the odds in 
England’s favor. 

Krishna, who had been going for six 
an over, was the unlikely wicket-taker. 
Then he got a second 11 minutes later, 
Ollie Pope on 8.

Duckett was almost scoring at will. 
When he reverse-swept Jadeja for a 
six, India wicketkeeper Rishabh Pant 
acknowledged its daring by tapping 
Duckett’s arm.

But he fi nally fell to a catch in the 
covers on 149 off 170 balls, including 
21 boundaries. Next ball, the barely 
used Thakur got Harry Brook to nick 
off for a duck.

England still needed 118 runs, and 
India sensed a chance, but in the mid-
dle was already Root, who averages 58 
against India. 

He and Stokes added 49 together, 
helped along by India’s misfi elds and 
three poor India reviews. Stokes was 
out for 3,3 but Smith came in and hit 
the winning runs after Root cruised to 
his 102nd 50-plus score in his 154th 
test.

England’s Ben Duckett plays a shot on day fi ve of the fi rst cricket test match between England and India at Headingley in Leeds, England. (AP)

India’s Mohammed Siraj bowls a delivery on day fi ve of the fi rst cricket test 
match between England and India at Headingley in Leeds, England. (AP)

Porzingis going to Hawks

Irving and Mavs agree 
on $119m, 3-year deal
DALLAS, 25, (AP): The Dallas 
Mavericks and Kyrie Irving have 
agreed on a $119 million, three-
year contract with the All-Star 
guard still recovering from a torn 
ACL that will sideline him into 
the 2025-26 season, a person with 
knowledge of the deal said.

Irving is declining the $43 mil-
lion player option in the fi nal year 
of his current three-year contract, 
the person told The Associated 
Press on condition of anonymity 
because the deal isn’t expected to 
be fi nalized until the start of the 
new league year on July 6.

The new contract will align Ir-
ving with co-star Anthony Davis, 
who joined the Mavericks in the 
seismic trade that sent Luka Don-
cic to the Los Angeles Lakers in 
February. Davis has three years 
remaining on his contract, with a 
player option that now will be the 
same season as Irving, 2027-28.

The agreement with Irving 
came on the eve of the NBA 
draft, with the Mavericks poised 
to take former Duke star Cooper 
Flagg with the No. 1 overall pick 
after winning the draft lottery de-
spite having just a 1.8% chance 
to do so.

Irving also is a Duke alum, as 
is young center Dereck Lively II. 
Once the nine-time All-Star returns 
from his injury, perhaps in Decem-
ber or January, all three among Ir-
ving, Lively and Flagg fi gure to be 
in the starting lineup.

The 33-year-old Irving came to 
the Mavericks in a 2023 trade after 
a tumultuous tenure in Brooklyn. 
The idea then was to pair him with 
Doncic, and a year later the duo led 
Dallas to the NBA Finals for the 
fi rst time in 13 years. Boston beat 
the Mavs in fi ve games last June.

The stunning decision to send 
Doncic to the Lakers elevated 
Irving’s status, although Davis’ 
championship pedigree with the 
Lakers essentially put the two on 

even footing.
Davis went down with a groin 

injury in his Dallas debut, and be-
fore he could come back, Irving 
sustained his knee injury about a 
month after the Doncic trade.

Kristaps Porzingis is being 
traded by the Boston Celtics to the 
Atlanta Hawks, and part of what 
will be a three-team deal gives the 
Brooklyn Nets another selection 
in Wednesday’s fi rst round of the 
NBA draft, according to a person 
with knowledge of the agreement.

Porzingis is going to the Hawks, 
while Georges Niang and a sec-
ond-round pick will be acquired 
by Boston, and Brooklyn will wind 
up with Terance Mann and the No. 
22 pick that is held by Atlanta in 
Wednesday’s draft, said the person 
who spoke to The Associated Press 
on condition of anonymity because 
the trade isn’t expected to be fi -
nalized until the start of the new 
league year on July 6.

ESPN fi rst reported the trade, 
which was later confi rmed by The 
Atlanta Journal-Constitution.

Dallas Mavericks guard Kyrie Ir-
ving advances the ball up court 
during an NBA basketball game 
against the Milwaukee Bucks in 

Dallas. (AP)

First pro race in Europe

Gout lowers his national record in 200
OSTRAVA, Czech Republic, June 25, (AP): Gout Gout is 17, he’s being compared 
with Usain Bolt and he has lowered his national record in his fi rst professional 
race in Europe.

The Australian high school senior improved his own national record when he 
won the 200 meters at the Golden Spike meet in Ostrava in 20.02 seconds. It’s 
not the fastest he’s ever run over the half-lap sprint, but it’s gaining him more 
attention.

Gout posted two wind-assisted times under 20 seconds, clocking 19.84 and 
19.98 at the national championship at Perth in April, but neither was considered 
legal because the wind was above allowable threshholds.

Even without those two sub-20 times, he’s still in the top seven all-time for 
Under-20s, a list that includes Bolt, the great Jamaica sprinter who dominated the 
2008 and 2012 Olympics.

At age 16 last December, Gout ran 20.04 seconds to win the 200 at the national 
high school championships and break a 56-year-old national record over that dis-
tance set by 1968 Olympic silver medalist Peter Norman. 

Running in Lane 6 at Ostrava on Tuesday - the timing made it perfect for 
Wednesday morning TV news shows back in Australia - Gout fi nished powerfully 
to surge past Cuba’s Reynier Mena on his inside over the last 30 meters.

“Another national record! Pretty happy with that. It’s not a bad fi rst-up in Eu-
rope,” he said. “I’ve felt stronger in training these last couple of months and I’ve 
felt good since I got to Europe last Thursday.”

Gout was born in Ipswich, near Brisbane, in Queensland state. His parents are 
South Sudanese immigrants who moved to Australia in 2005.

Gout will race again in Europe next month before returning to Australia for 
some school work and preparation for the world championships in Tokyo in Sep-
tember.
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Judge slams DFB for avoiding responsibility

German soccer federation fi ned for tax evasion 
related to suspicious 2006 Cup payment to FIFA
BERLIN, June 25, (AP): The German soccer 
federation has been convicted of tax evasion 
related to its successful 2006 World Cup bid.

It brought an end of sorts on Wednesday 
to a 10-year process prompted by allegations 
that Germany used a slush fund to buy votes 
from FIFA executive committee members to 
be certain of hosting the tournament.

A regional court in Frankfurt fi ned the 
federation, known by its German acronym 
DFB, 110,000 euros ($128,000) at the cul-
mination of a nearly 16-month trial at the 
end of the investigation process.

Prosecutors had been pushing for a larger 
fi ne after accusing the DFB of failing to pay 
approximately 2.7 million euros (now $3.1 
million) in taxes related to its payment of 6.7 
million euros ($7.8 million) to FIFA, world 
soccer’s governing body, in April 2005.

That payment settled a loan that Ger-
many great Franz Beckenbauer, the head of 
the World Cup organizing committee, had 
accepted three years earlier from Robert 
Louis-Dreyfus, a former Adidas executive 
and then part-owner of the Infront market-
ing agency.

The money was channeled through a Swiss 
law fi rm to a Qatari company belonging to 
Mohammed Bin Hammam, then a member 
of FIFA’s Executive Committee. The exact 
purpose of the money was never determined.

Theo Zwanziger, who was DFB president 

at the time, told Spiegel magazine in 2015, 
“there was defi nitely a slush fund in the Ger-
man World Cup bid.” He accused his suc-
cessor, Wolfgang Niersbach, of lying about 
it. Both were on the World Cup organizing 
committee.

The DFB concealed the repayment of 
the loan as a contribution toward a planned 
World Cup opening gala, which was later 
canceled, and falsely declared it a business 
expense a year later.

Zwanziger, Niersbach, and DFB general 

secretary Horst R. Schmidt were originally 
charged in the trial. The proceedings against 
all three, who consistently denied the al-
legations of tax evasion, were eventually 
dropped upon payment of fi nes.

“The court is certain without a doubt that 
the DFB evaded taxes and that those in-
volved put up with it,” presiding judge Eva-
Marie Distler said Wednesday in comments 
reported by news agency dpa.

The DFB was initially fi ned 130,000 
euros ($151,000), but 20,000 euros was 
waived because of the “procedural delays” 
in the case.

Distler was scathing in her criticism of 
the DFB, saying it presented a “catastrophic 
image” in its investigation of the affair and 
must bear the costs for the proceedings. 

“The clock ticks differently at the DFB. 
It generates astronomical legal fees. The re-
sponsible people externalize responsibility. 
No one has to face personal consequences,” 
Distler said. “No DFB representative partici-
pated in either the investigation or the trial. 
You have to ask, are they not taking the jus-
tice system seriously?”

The DFB can appeal the ruling.
“The DFB will make a fi nal assessment of 

the next steps after receiving and evaluating 
the written reasons for the judgment,” it said 
in a statement.

Youth categories included for fi rst time to support future stars of Kuwaiti sports

Kuwait Football’s brightest stars shine at Zain’s annual Excellence Awards
KUWAIT CITY, June 25: Zain Kuwait, 
the strategic partner of the Kuwait Foot-
ball Association, honored the stars of the 
2024-2025 Zain Premier League (Dawri 
Zain) season during the annual Excel-
lence Awards, which brought together 
an elite group of Kuwaiti sports stars, 
media fi gures, and sports personalities.

The event marked the conclusion of 
the third season of Zain’s strategic part-
nership with the KFA, reaffi rming the 
company’s commitment to supporting 
sports and youth in Kuwait, contributing 
to the development of Kuwaiti football, 
and encouraging players and coaching 
staff to achieve peak performance.

The event was attended by Sheikh 
Ahmad Al-Yousef Al-Sabah, President 
of the Kuwait Football Association; 
Waleed Al-Khashti, Chief Corporate 
Affairs& Relations Offi cer at Zain Ku-
wait; senior KFA offi cials; members 
of the technical committee responsible 
for selecting this year’s award winners; 
honored players; along with sports lead-
ers and media representatives.

In his opening remarks, Sheikh Ah-
mad Al-Yousef Al-Sabah stated: “I am 
very pleased to be here today at Zain, 
this leading company that has provided 
tremendous and impactful support to 
the Kuwait Football Association over 
the past three years.”

He added: “I extend my sincere 
thanks to the Chairman, members of 
the Board of Directors, and Mr. Bader 
Al-Kharafi  for this fruitful collabora-
tion. This outstanding event and its ex-
cellent organization truly refl ect their 
genuine commitment to the advance-
ment of football in Kuwait.”

He continued: “It also brings me 
great joy to see this talented group of 
young players, who represent the fu-
ture of Kuwaiti football. I wish them 
continued success and progress, to see 
them in the Premier League and even-
tually in our national teams.”

He concluded: “In collaboration 
with Zain, we at the KFA promise to 
provide even greater support in the up-
coming season, which kicks off on 14 
September, aiming for an even more 
competitive and successful league. We 
will also place special focus on further 
developing the Under-20 League. Our 
heartfelt thanks go to everyone who 
contributed to this success.”

In his remarks during the event, 
Waleed Al-Khashti said: “It is my 
pleasure to welcome you all to Zain’s 
Wonderful World, where we gather to 
celebrate the conclusion of an excit-
ing sports season and to honor an elite 

group of athletes from the 2024-2025 
Zain Premier League.”

He added: “We believe that the role 
of the private sector in supporting youth 
and sports is not optional, but a national 
responsibility and a cornerstone for 
building a vibrant and ambitious society. 
For this reason, we remain committed to 
supporting and motivating sports talent 
to excel, so that Kuwait’s name contin-
ues to shine in regional and international 
arenas. One clear example of this is the 
great success of the Khaleeji Zain 26 
tournament held earlier this year, which 
united the GCC nations here in Kuwait.”

He further stated: “At Zain, we view 
sports support as more than just a mar-
keting partnership. Our aim is to instill a 
spirit of achievement and contribute to 
building an integrated sports ecosystem 
that leaves a positive impact on society. 
We take great pride in our partnership 
with the Kuwait Football Association, 
which has resulted in key milestones in 
recent years, and we look forward to an 
even more distinguished season ahead.”

He added: “We also believe that 
sports is an effective platform for in-
stilling values such as teamwork, per-
severance, and discipline, values we 
are equally committed to fostering 
within our work environment at Zain.”

He continued: “Today, we honor an 
outstanding group of players and ath-
letes who excelled last season, recog-
nizing their exceptional performance 
on the fi eld. We are also pleased to 
introduce a new addition to this event 
— honoring a group of talented youth 
players from the age categories — a 
gesture aimed at encouraging them at 
the start of their careers and nurturing 
their talents to become future stars.”

He also said: “I would also like to take 
this opportunity to extend my heartfelt 
thanks and appreciation to the Kuwait 

Football Association and the members 
of the technical committee who worked 
tirelessly with great professionalism 
to select this year’s Excellence Award 
winners in a transparent manner.”

He concluded: “At Zain, we renew 
our deep commitment to supporting 
everything that helps elevate Kuwait’s 
name, whether on the sports fi eld or in 
the fi elds of innovation and technologi-
cal progress.”

To ensure the highest level of trans-
parency in the selection process, the 
KFA formed a technical committee at 

the beginning of the season, consisting 
of distinguished former national play-
ers and experts: Thamer Enad (Com-
mittee Head), Jamal Mubarak, Faisal 
Borqaba, Waleed Ali, and Mubarak 
Al-Woqayan. Zain extended its sincere 
thanks and appreciation to them for 
their great efforts and high profession-
alism throughout the season.

Zain expressed its pride in this part-
nership with the Kuwait Football As-
sociation, which has elevated the pro-
fessional standards of Kuwaiti football 
competitions. This season, matches 
featured strong performances and 
widespread fan engagement.

Zain fi rmly believes that the private 
sector plays a vital role in supporting 
sports and youth, not only through fi -
nancial sponsorship, but by actively 
contributing to the creation of a sus-

tainable sports environment that fos-
ters excellence, innovation, and higher 
competition levels locally.

As this season concludes with the 
Excellence Awards, Zain reaffi rms its 
commitment to continuing this lead-
ership role in cooperation with the 
Kuwait Football Association, under 
a strategic partnership that includes 
sponsorship of the Premier League 
(Dawri Zain), H.H. the Amir’s Cup, 
H.H. the Crown Prince’s Cup, and the 
First Division League.

Zain affi rms that its support for Ku-
waiti sports will remain a fundamental 
pillar of its social responsibility strat-
egy, with the goal of elevating national 
sports, inspiring future generations 
to excel, and helping Kuwaiti sports 
achieve honorable representation in re-
gional and international competitions.

Honoring Mohammed Daham with the Best Player Award. Honoring Jassim Matar with the Best Rising Star Award. Honoring Saad Al-Shammari from the youth categories.

Sheikh Ahmad Al-Yousef Al-Sabah delivers his speech. Waleed Al-Khashti delivers his opening remarks.

Sheikh Ahmad Al-Yousef Al-Sabah and Waleed Al-Khashti with the technical committee and award-winning players.

This year, Zain honored winners in the following main categories, as an-
nounced at the beginning of the season:

Sheikh Ahmad Al-Yousef Al-Sabah: 
■ “Zain has provided tremendous and impactful support to the 

KFA over the past years”

Waleed Al-Khashti:
■ “We aim to instill a spirit of achievement and build an integrat-

ed sports ecosystem that leaves a positive mark on society”   
■ Company hosted annual Excellence Awards in partnership 

with Kuwait Football Association
■ Event attended by Kuwait’s sporting community, athletes, of-

fi cials, and media

In this fi le photo, Franz Beckenbauer, then 
head of the FIFA 2006 World Cup Organizing 
Committee attends the presentation in hotel 

Esplanade in Zagreb, Croatia. (AP)
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SportsSri Lanka’s Prabath Jayas-
uriya unsuccessfully appeals 
during the fi rst day of the 
second cricket test match 
between Sri Lanka and 
Bangladesh in Colombo, Sri 
Lanka. (AP)
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Three foreign players allowed per club next season

Asian Championship in Kuwait prompts early handball season kickoff
By Khaled Al-Enezi

Al-Seyassah/ArabTimes Staff 

KUWAIT CITY, June 25: The Kuwait 
Handball Federation has announced 
that the 2025–2026 sports season will 
begin in early or mid-September, allow-
ing clubs and national teams ample time 
to prepare for key international events. 
These include the Islamic Solidar-
ity Games, scheduled for November in 
Riyadh, and the Asian Championship, 
which Kuwait will host in January.

The decision was revealed by the 
Federation’s Secretary-General, Qaid 
Al-Adwani, during the Extraordinary 
General Assembly held two days ago.

Al-Adwani explained that the upcom-
ing season features a packed calendar 
both domestically and internationally. 
Starting early ensures better preparation 
and maximizes the chances of success-
ful participation for clubs and national 
teams.

Al-Adwani also announced that Tada-
mon has offi cially requested to with-
draw from participating in the general 
category competitions. This makes it 
the third club to withdraw, following the 
continued absence of Al-Jahra and Al-
Shabab for a third consecutive season.

The league system for the new season 
will follow a two-tier format:

Premier League (Three Divisions):
8 Clubs: Kuwait Club, Burgan, Ka-

zma, Sulaibikhat, Salmiya, Al-Arabi, 
and newly promoted Qadsia SC and Al-
Nasr SC.

First Division (Two or Three Divi-
sions):

5 Clubs: Al-Qurain, Khaitan, Yar-
mouk , Fahaheel, and Al-Sahel.

Joined by the national youth team to 
complete the division structure.

The exact number of divisions in the 
First Division Championship will be de-
termined based on the fi nal number of 
participating clubs.

Starting from the 2025–2026 season, 

clubs will be permitted to register three 
foreign professional players, a move 
previously approved by the Federa-
tion’s Board of Directors. According to 
Al-Adwani:

All three players will be included on 
the offi cial match scoresheet.

Only two foreign professionals can 
participate on the court at any time.

The third professional will serve as a 
substitute on the bench, available for in-
game rotations.

Al-Adwani expressed optimism that 
this policy will elevate the level of com-
petition and yield positive results in the 
upcoming season.

 Player makes a goal attempt during 
league game in Kuwait.

Benfi ca clinches top spot in Group C, 
Chelsea routs Esperance to advance

Auckland City stuns Boca with 1-1 draw

NEW YORK, June 25, 
(Xinhua): Benfi ca secured 
top spot in Group C at the 
FIFA Club World Cup with 
a 1-0 win over Bayern Mu-
nich, as Chelsea advanced 
from Group D and Auck-
land City stunned Boca 
Juniors with a 1-1 draw. 
Flamengo, already assured 
of a place in the last 16, 
drew 1-1 with Los Angeles 
FC in Orlando. 

In Charlotte, an early goal from 
Norway international forward An-
dreas Schjelderup infl icted Bay-
ern’s fi rst blemish of the tourna-
ment.

Schjelderup timed his run to perfec-
tion to sweep home a fi rst-time effort 
from 12 yards after compatriot Fredrik 
Aursnes crossed from the right wing.

Bayern enjoyed almost three-quar-
ters of the total possession but rarely 
threatened against a disciplined and 
compact Benfi ca defense. 

The result left the Lisbon-based 
club a point ahead of the Bundesliga 
champions, who also advanced to the 
tournament’s next stage.

“I think this was a very fair and im-
portant win, historic really,” Benfi ca 
manager Bruno Lage said. “We were 
as straightforward and assertive as we 
should be, and I think we were very 
effective in delivering our strategy.” 

Benfi ca will meet Chelsea in Charlotte 
on Saturday, while Bayern Munich 
faces Flamengo in Miami the next day. 

In Nashville, Christian Gray struck 
a second-half equalizer as Auckland 
City clinched its fi rst point of the tour-
nament against Boca Juniors.

The Argentine outfi t went ahead 
when Lautaro Di Lollo’s header from a 
corner hit the left post before ricochet-
ing in off goalkeeper Nathan Garrow. 

But Gray equalized by latching onto 
a Jerson Lagos corner with a low head-
er beyond Agustin Marchesin.

Garrow repeatedly denied Boca with 
a series of sharp saves as the semi-

professional team from New Zealand 
bowed out on an encouraging note.

Boca fi nished third in Group C, join-
ing fourth-placed Auckland City in ex-
iting the competition.

“I’m from a small town, a long way 
from here, and a lot different from this 
environment. So it is somewhat of a 
dream,” Gray said after the match, ex-
plaining that he would go back to his 
job as a school teacher upon returning 
to New Zealand. 

“We’ve had some tough results, 
but I’m just happy for the team and 
the boys. I think we deserve it,” the 
28-year-old added. 

In Philadelphia, Chelsea secured its 
passage to the knockout phase with a 
3-0 victory over Tunisia’s Esperance 
in Group D.

Tosin Adarabioyo opened the scor-
ing with a looping header into the far 
corner after Enzo Fernandez’s fl oating 
free-kick.

Argentina international midfi elder 
Fernandez was again the provider as 
his lofted pass released Liam Delap, 
who shook off two defenders before 
calmly slotting a low fi nish past goal-
keeper Bechir Ben Said.

The Premier League side made it 
3-0 in second-half stoppage time when 
Tyrique George’s long-range shot 
slipped through Ben Said’s gloves and 
rolled into the back of the net.

The result meant Chelsea fi nished 
second in Group D with six points, 
three ahead of the eliminated Esper-
ance.

In Wednesday’s other fi xture, a late 
Wallace Yan strike earned Flamengo a 
1-1 draw with Los Angeles FC in Or-
lando.

Denis Bouanga broke the deadlock 
against the run of play when he ran 
onto Timothy Tillman’s long free-kick 
before nutmegging goalkeeper Agustin 
Rossi with a composed fi nish.

Wallace leveled two minutes later 
for the Brazilian club as he bulldozed 
his way into the box after Jorginho’s 
pass and lashed low past Hugo Lloris.

Despite the result, Flamengo topped 
Group D with seven points while Los 
Angeles, which entered the match 
without hope of progressing, fi nished 
last, six points further back.

Al-Arabi considers reshuffl e

Al-Qadsiya eyes Al-Juwaini ahead 
of the Zain Premier League season
KUWAIT CITY, June 25: Al-Qadsiya 
is evaluating the possibility of signing 
former Tunisian international Haithem 
Al-Juwaini, following a recommenda-
tion by Tunisian coach Nabil Maaloul. 
Al-Juwaini, 32, most recently played 
for Dibba Al-Hisn in the United Arab 
Emirates and has built a wealth of in-
ternational experience across various 
leagues.

This move comes as Al-Qadsiya 
seeks to rebuild its foreign roster ahead 
of the new season in the Zain Premier 
League, set to kick off on September 
12. The club recently terminated con-
tracts with Moroccan Ismail Khafi , 
Nigerian Daniel Jibola, and Algerian 
Hussein Dhiri.

The futures of Libyan Mohamed 
Soula and Moroccan Mehdi Berrahma 
remain uncertain, as both players are 
still under contract through next sea-
son. In addition to Al-Juwaini, several 
other professional players have been 
offered to the club to reinforce its 
lineup.

Coach Nabil Maaloul has offi cially 
begun his squad preparations, aiming 
to secure experienced reinforcements 
ahead of the club’s external training 
camp, which follows the start of do-
mestic training on July 16.

At Al-Arabi, changes could be on the 
horizon, with Hussein Ashour, a mem-

ber of the General Assembly, emerging 
as a strong candidate to lead the foot-
ball team’s administrative staff. Ashour 
brings extensive experience, having 
served in a similar role during the 2014–
2015 season, when Al-Arabi competed 
for the league title until the fi nal round.

The future of current head coach 
Nasser Al-Shatti remains undecided. 
As of Tuesday, both sides are still 
engaged in contract renewal nego-
tiations, with a decision expected be-
fore the end of June. Al-Shabab Club 
has kicked off its 2025–2026 season 
preparations early by signing Brazilian 
striker Kike Chagas, who previously 
played in Montenegro.

The club, known as the “Sons of 
Ahmadi,” has also bolstered its squad 
with several local signings: Yaqoub 
Al-Tararwah, Shaheen Al-Khamis, 
and Dhahi Al-Shammari. Al-Shabab is 
determined to make a strong impact in 
the Premier League after fi nishing sec-
ond in the Zain First Division League 
last season and earning promotion.

In other club movements: Fahaheel 
has signed Ali Yaldoukhi, the top scor-
er of the First Division, as part of its 
plan to improve offensive fi repower.

Al-Tadamon added Saudi midfi elder 
Turki Al-Mutairi to its ranks, bringing 
him in from Al-Hazem Club in Saudi 
Arabia.

Chelsea’s Noni Madueke, right, and Esperance Tunis’ Mohamed Ben Ali battle for the ball during the Club World Cup Group D soccer match between 
Esperance Tunis and Chelsea in Philadelphia. (AP)

Auckland City’s Nathan Garrow, right, saves a shot by Boca Juniors’ Ex-
equiel Zeballos during the Club World Cup Group C soccer match between 

Auckland City and Boca Juniors in Nashville, Tenn. (AP)

  Tunisian international Haithem Al-Juwaini.

Sri Lankan bowlers restrict 
Bangladesh to 220 for eight
COLOMBO, Sri Lanka, June 25, 
(AP): Debutant spinner Sonal Dinu-
sha and fast bowlers Vishwa Fernando 
and Asitha Fernando took two wickets 
each to help Sri Lanka limit Bangla-
desh to 220 for eight at stumps on the 
opening day of the second cricket test 
on Wednesday.

Bangladesh captain Najmul Hossain 
Shanto won the toss and elected to bat 
fi rst at the Singhalese Sports Club. The 
visitors endured a nervous start losing 
their fi rst wicket with the total on fi ve.

Opening batter Anamul Haque 
failed to capitalize on a reprieve when 
Sri Lankan wicketkeeper Kusal Men-
dis dropped him off fast bowler Asi-
tha Fernando. But he was soon out by 
the same bowler after a few deliveries 
without scoring.

Mominul Haque and Shadman Is-
lam shared a promising partnership 
of 38 runs but Sri Lankan captain 
Dhananjaya de Silva removed Mo-
minul (21), caught by substitute fi elder 
Pawan Rathnayake. This left the visi-
tors 71 for two at lunch. 

Sri Lanka took two quick wickets 
after lunch as Vishwa Fernando had 
Shanto, who scored centuries in each 
innings in the fi rst test in Galle, caught 
behind by Mendis for eight. 

Off spinner Tharindu Rathnayake 
then had Shadman caught by de Silva 
for 46, the highest score of the innings 
so far, leaving Bangladesh four down 
for 76.

Sri Lanka missed out on another 
wicket when Lahiru Udara dropped 
Mushfi qur Rahim in the deep on eight.

Rahim and Litton Das shared 67 

runs for the fi fth wicket and steadied 
Bangladesh’s innings. 

Das (34) edged a catch to Mendis 
and Vishwa Fernando didn’t miss out 
on a second chance given by Rahim 
(35) in the deep.

Dinusha had bowling fi gures 2-22.
Sri Lankan captain de Silva credited 

his two fast bowlers Vishwa and Asitha 
for being able to fi nish the day well.

“We had a good three months break 
after the Australian test series and they 
were on a fi tness block and they have 
worked really, really hard,” he said.

“And also on top of the fi tness they 
have been bowling regularly and all 
the coaches have been monitoring 
them. So I think that’s the key and they 
gave their heart out.”

Bangladesh batter Islam said the 
pitch was slower and a fi rst innings to-
tal of 270 to 280 would be safe.

“If we can bowl in good areas then 
we can make a come back as there is 
help on the wicket,” he added.

Allrounder Dinusha, who is 24, 
made his test debut for Sri Lanka after 
the retirement of senior allrounder An-
gelo Mathews after the fi rst test.

Dinusha has scored 2,478 runs play-
ing in 48 fi rst-class matches and aver-
aging more than 40 runs per innings. 
He has also taken 99 fi rst-class wick-
ets.

Fast bowler Milan Rathnayake was 
left out of the lineup because of injury 
and left-arm paceman Vishwa Fer-
nando has taken his place. Bangladesh 
allrounder Mehidy Hasan Miraz, who 
missed the fi rst test due to an injury, 
returned in the place of Jaker Ali. 

Canada edges El Salvador to reach Gold Cup quarters
HOUSTON, June 25, (AP): Jonathan David and Ta-
jon Buchanan scored 2 minutes, 35 seconds apart ear-
ly in the second half and Canada defeated El Salvador 
2-0 on Tuesday night to reach the CONCACAF Gold 
Cup quarterfi nals.

El Salvador, which was eliminated, fi nished two 
men short after Santos Ortíz and Jairo Henríquez 

were ejected late in the fi rst half.
Canada won Group B with seven points and ad-

vanced to a quarterfi nal against Guatemala on Sun-
day in Minneapolis, with the winner moving on to a 
semifi nal against the U.S. or Costa Rica.

In the other quarterfi nals, Mexico meets Saudi 
Arabia and Panama plays Honduras, both on Satur-

day in Glendale, Arizona.
El Salvador was last in the group with one point, 

becoming the 14th team not to score a goal in the 
group stage. Canada coach Jesse Marsch returned 
from a two-game suspension assessed for his conduct 
during the CONCACAF Nations League third-place 
match against the U.S. in March.


