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One falcon soared in the 
sky while the other crouched 
on a branch

Despite the attempts of all 
doctors, none could fi gure 
out what was wrong with the 
falcon

The king said, “I need 
someone familiar with rural 
life to understand this prob-
lem.”

A farmer confi dently said, 
“It was simple ... I just broke 
the branch.”

Don’t let your lesser at-
tachments defi ne your true 
identity

A Belgian queen ordered 
her hairdresser to be impris-
oned because of her gray hair

Queen Victoria had the 
city streets sprayed with per-
fume during her visit

King Pedro I exhumed 
his wife’s corpse and pro-
claimed her queen

Learn from the 
falcons ... Cut the 

branch and set 
yourself free
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HORIZON TALK

Amir congratulates citizens, expats on Eid Al-Adha

Army grants
Eid amnesty

DGCA chief, Belgium envoy eye
closer civil aviation cooperation

Capital market shake-up to lure investors

Kuwait launches major economic reforms to boost business
KUWAIT CITY, June 4, (KUNA): Kuwait is under-
going a significant wave of economic reform, with 
a strong government push to improve the business 
environment through legislative and regulatory over-
hauls.

These efforts aim to simplify procedures, reduce 
investor burdens, embrace digital transformation, 
and support sectors such as e-commerce and SMEs.

These initiatives align with the broader goals of 
New Kuwait Vision 2035, which seeks to diversify 
the economy, increase non-oil revenues, attract for-
eign investment, and create youth employment.

A key reform is Ministerial Resolution No. 74 of 
2025, which allows a single business premises and 
unified address to be used for up to five licenses by 
individuals or entities with major stakes in subsidiar-
ies or branches.

This decision addresses operational challenges 
faced by SMEs, especially those not requiring physi-
cal locations, while also enhancing government 
oversight.

Complementing this, the Smart License Project 
was launched in February; this unified digital license 
integrates all required business approvals with syn-

chronized expiry dates.
It reduces the time and complexity of licensing, 

positions the Ministry of Commerce as the sole issu-
ing authority, and links digitally with other agencies, 
an important step in Kuwait’s digital transformation 
strategy.

The Electronic Real Estate Broker System, intro-
duced by the Ministry of Commerce, transitions the 
real estate market from paper-based to fully digital 
processes.

Continued on Page 5

Kuwait’s Q8 spotlights sustainable
energy future at Rome conference 
KUWAIT CITY, June 4, (KUNA): Ku-
wait Petroleum International (Q8), in 
collaboration with the Italian company 
MAIRE, held a high level conference 
in Rome, Italy, discussing global chal-
lenges related to the future of energy 
and industry, titled “Industry 5.0 and 
the Resilience of Strategic Logistics 

Structures,” Wednesday.
Q8 CEO Shafi Al-Ajmi spoke during 

his opening speech about the impor-
tance of balancing energy security with 
decarbonization efforts, said Q8 in a 
statement to KUNA.

Continued on Page 5

KUWAIT CITY, June 4, 
(KUNA): The Chairman of the 
Directorate General of Civil Avi-
ation (DGCA), Sheikh Humoud 
Mubarak Hamoud Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah, discussed with the Belgian 
Ambassador to Kuwait, Christian 
Dooms, ways to enhance bilat-
eral cooperation between the two 
countries in civil aviation.

In a statement Wednesday, the 
General Directorate of Civil Avi-
ation (DGCA) said that during 
the meeting held yesterday eve-
ning, mechanisms for developing 
air transport between Kuwait and 

Kuwait prioritizes troop welfare

KUWAIT CITY, June 4: On the occasion of Eid Al-Adha, 
the Kuwait Army’s General Staff announced the release of 
military personnel who were detained under disciplinary 
penalties, reports Al-Seyassah daily.

This decision was based on directives from the Minister of Defense 
Sheikh Abdullah Al-Ali Al-Sabah.

Continued on Page 5

His Highness the Amir His Highness the Crown Prince

PM Diwan photo
His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Ahmad Abdullah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah presides over the weekly 

Cabinet meeting on Wednesday.

New laws coming: Brig. Al-Majed

Kuwait drives shift to alternative sentencing
MANAMA, June 4, (KUNA): A visiting Kuwaiti offi-
cial on Tuesday affirmed necessity of exchanging ex-
pertise at the Gulf and international levels to upgrade 
legislations and laws of alternative penalties.

Alluding to the currently held event, the First Inter-
national Conference on Alternative Sentencing, Brig-
adier Usma Al-Majed, the assistant director general 
of the correction institutions in the State of Kuwait, 
said in a statement to KUNA that the convention is 
a significant platform for boosting cooperation at the 
Gulf and international levels for execution of inmates’ 
alternative sentencing and seeking just legal alterna-
tives for correction and re-integration into the society.

Brig. Al-Majed, who heads the Kuwaiti delegation 
to the conference, affirmed the State of Kuwait’s inter-
est in overhauling the systems of alternative penalties. 
“There are new laws that will see the light soon,” he 

said.
However, Brig. Al-Majed, speaking at an affiliate 

discussion panel noted that Kuwait had begun apply-
ing the alternative sentencing regime since 1960, re-
examining imprisonment adverse outcomes

In 2021, rules of the Amiri Pardon were issued, 
approving the e-bracelet tracking system, applying 
three-year imprisonment sentences for men and five 
years for women, Brig Al-Majed continued.

Moreover within this approach, the concerned Ku-
waiti authorities had ruled that convicts in cases of 
dud cheques and fraud would spend half of the stand-
ing duration in prison. Furthermore, as to domestic 
violence, the authorities allowed courts to punish the 
convict with unpaid work for the society.

Continued on Page 5

Eid wishes pour in 

By Fares Ghaleb
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff and Agencies

KUWAIT CITY, June 4: The Amiri Diwan on Wednesday relayed Eid Al-Adha greet-
ings from His Highness the Amir Sheikh Meshal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah to Ku-
wait’s citizens and residents, wishing them happy Eid amid amity, security and safety.

The Amiri Diwan seizes this blessed opportunity to convey Eid Al-Adha greet-
ings to His Highness the Amir, His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Sabah 
Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah and His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Ahmad 
Abdullah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah.

His Highness the Amir also wished both Arab and Muslim worlds blessed Eid, 
security and stability, praying to Allah Almighty to protect Kuwait and its people 
and to grant them security and safety.

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Meshal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received on 
Wednesday a message of congratulations on Eid Al-Adha from His Highness the 
Crown Prince Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah.

In the message, His Highness the Crown Prince expressed his honor to send sin-
cere congratulations to His Highness the Amir on this occasion, praying sincerely 
to Allah to protect His Highness the Amir and wishing him perpetual well-being. 

His Highness the Crown Prince also wished success to His Highness the Amir in 
leading the dear country to make further progress and prosperity. 

Continued on Page 5

DGCA photo
DGCA chief receives Belgian Ambas-

sador to Kuwait. Continued on Page 5

Kuwait Army photo
Part of the joint exercise.

Joint Kuwait Army-KFF exercise 
enhances emergency response

Citizen blasts opaque debt
campaign, files court case

By Jaber Al-Hamoud
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, June 4: The Court 
of First Instance received a new case 
filed by a Kuwaiti citizen who has 
demanded full disclosure of the distri-
bution and beneficiaries of donations 
totaling millions of dinars collected by 

the national campaign for refunding 
debtors’ loans.

Lawyer Reem Al-Baghdadi, repre-
senting the aggrieved citizen, requested 
detailed information on debt repayment 
records, the disbursement process, and 
the list of beneficiaries.

Continued on Page 5

KUWAIT CITY, June 4, (KUNA): The 
Kuwaiti Army announced on Wednes-
day that it carried out a joint field ex-
ercise in collaboration with the Kuwait 
Fire Force (KFF) to improve field coor-
dination among participating agencies.

The joint exercise was held at Abdul-
lah Al-Mubarak Air Base, said the 

General Staff of the Kuwaiti Army in 
a press release.

The exercise aims to improve tech-
niques used in dealing with emergency 
situations in accordance with the highest 
safety and response standards, it added.

Continued on Page 5

KPI photos
Left: Q8 CEO Shafi Al-Ajmi during his speech. Right: Q8 Marketing EVP 

Fadel Al-Faraj addresses the audience.

Gulf Bank hosts fire 
safety workshop for 

employees with 
Kuwait Fire Force

Jazeera Airways kicks 
off direct flights to 

Damascus from June 9

Italian Embassy hosts 
concert at AUK cel-

ebrating classical and 
contemporary melodies

8

9

KUWAIT CITY, June 4: Two de-
crees have been issued to revoke the 
citizenship of 153 individuals, in-
cluding those who are dependent on 
them. Decree No. 97/2025 revoked 
the citizenship of 151 people, and 
Decree No. 98/2025 affected two 
individuals and their dependents, 
reports Al-Seyassah daily.

The decrees, along with the 
names of those affected, were 
published in the offi cial gazette 
“Kuwait al-Youm” in a special 
supplement. Both decrees were 
issued in accordance with Amiri 
Decree No. 15/1959, which gov-
erns the Kuwaiti Nationality Law 
and its amendments.

❑       ❑       ❑

GENEVA: The United Nations 
human rights offi ce expressed 
concerns on Wednesday about 
the discovery of dozens of bodies, 
some charred and buried and oth-
ers in hospital refrigerators, in an 
area of Libya’s capital controlled 
by an armed militia whose leader 
was killed last month. (AP)

Two decrees strip
citizenship of 153

Newswatch

10
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Fajr  ........ 03:14
Sunrise ..  04:48
Zohr .......  11:46

Asr .......... 15:21
Maghrib .. 18:44
Isha  ........ 20:15

 Prayer Timings
Expected weather for next 24 hrs:

By Day: Hot with light to mod-
erate freshening at times north-
westerly wind, with speeds of 12-
45 km/h with a chance for rising 
dust over northern areas.

By Night: Hot to rather hot with 

light to moderate northwesterly 
wind, with speeds of 12-35 km/h.

Station Max Exp Min Rec
Kuwait City 40 29
Kuwait Airport 41 29     
Bubyan 35 21

Jahra 41 27
Failaka Island 36 26
Salmiyah 38 29
Ahmadi 38 26
Nuwaisib 42 27
Wafra 40 24
Salmy 39 22

Weather 

HH Amir congratulates 
new S.Korea President
KUWAIT CITY , June 4, (KUNA): His 
Highness the Amir Sheikh Meshal Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah sent a cable 
congratulations to South Korea’s new-
ly-elected President Lee Jae-Myung, 
highlighting the distinguished ties be-
tween the two friendly countries. In the 
cable, His Highness the Amir wished 
the new president success and wellbe-
ing and his country further prosperity. 

His Highness the Crown Prince 
Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah also sent a cable to South Ko-

rea’s newly elected President Lee Jae-
Myung, highlighting the distinguished 
ties between the two friendly countries.

In the cable, His Highness the Crown 
Prince wished the new president suc-
cess and wellbeing and his country fur-
ther prosperity. 

His Highness the Prime Minister 
Sheikh Ahmad Abdullah Al-Ahmad Al-
Sabah sent a similar cable to South Ko-
rea’s newly-elected President Lee Jae-
Myung, highlighting the distinguished 
ties between the two friendly countries.

HH the Amir HH the Crown Prince HH the Prime Minister

GCC chief hails achievement, wise leaders

Kuwait congratulates Bahrain on winning UNSC seat
KUWAIT CITY, June 4, (KUNA): Kuwaiti For-
eign Minister Abdullah Al-Yahya spoke to his 
Bahraini counterpart Dr. Abdullatif Al-Zayani 
on Tuesday to congratulate his country on being 
elected by the UN General Assembly as a non-
permanent member of the UN Security Council 
for 2026-2027.

The election is an outstanding diplomatic 
achievement for Bahrain and its wise leadership, 
Al-Yahya said in a press release.

On behalf of the State of Kuwait, Al-Yahya 
wished the sisterly Kingdom of Bahrain and its 
people more successes and prosperity, according 
to the statement. 

The Secretary-General of the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC), Jassem Al-Budaiwi also congrat-
ulated Bahrain for being elected by the UN Gen-
eral Assembly as a non-permanent member of the 
UN Security Council for 2026-2027.

The election, which refl ects on the trust and re-
spect the kingdom have in the international arena, 
and is an outstanding diplomatic achievement for 
Bahrain and its wise leadership, Al-Budaiwi said 
in a press release.

The GCC chief added that this achievement, 
which they admire in the GCC general secretariat, 
shed lights on the kingdom’s role locally and in-
ternationally and will contribute in boosting their 

voice in the international decision making pro-
cess.

Meanwhile, Bahraini Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs Abdullatif Al-Zayani hailed as outstanding 
achievement his country’s election by the UN 
General Assembly as a non-permanent member of 
the UN Security Council for 2026-2027.

The landslide election victory - 186 out of the 
187 UNGA votes or 99.5 percent, won by the 
Kingdom express the great trust and appreciation 
the world places in Bahrain’s foreign policy, Bah-
rain News Agency (BNA) quoted him as saying 
on Tuesday following the UNGA vote.

Al-Zayani noted that Bahrain’s policy is based 

on mutual confi dence and constructive coopera-
tion with all countries.

“As the world undergoes formidable challeng-
es, the Kingdom of Bahrain remains committed 
to cooperation with all members of the UN and 
the UNSC with a view to strengthening peace and 
security in our region and beyond.

“The Kingdom continues to support multilater-
alism based on the principles of the UN Charter,” 
he affi rmed.

“As non-permanent member of the UNSC, 
Bahrain will focus on the basic values of its own 
policy, including dialogue, coexistence, mutual 
respect, and consensus building, and will continue 
defending the aspirations of all nations for peace, 
stability and prosperity.

“Aware of its responsibility, Bahrain will work 
actively, diligently and sincerely with the other 
members of the UNSC in defense of the principles 
that unite us with the rest of the world,” Al-Zayani 
pledged.

Bahrain, alongside with the Democratic Repub-
lic of Congo, Liberia, Latvia and Columbia, have 
been elected earlier Tuesday; they are scheduled 
to assume the fi ve seats of non-permanent UNSC 
members from January 1, 2026, until December 
31, 2027.

Abdullah Al-Yahya Dr. Al-Zayani

   Photo by Rizk Taufi q
African ambassadors in Kuwait attend the ‘Africa Day’ event.

‘Kuwait well-placed for role in Africa growth’
‘African Schengen’ still in womb; negative rhetoric deters investments

By Fares Ghaleb
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, June 4 : “The State of Kuwait is well-po-
sitioned to play a vital role in the new phase of economic 
growth in the African continent, thanks to its strong fi nan-
cial institutions, expertise in infrastructure development, 
and commitment to South-South cooperation,” says act-
ing Dean of the Diplomatic Corps and Ambassador of the 
Republic of Sierra Leone to Kuwait Haja Ishata Thomas.

Thomas made the statement at a press conference on the occasion of 
‘Africa Day’, with a large number of African ambassadors to Kuwait in 
attendance. 

She emphasized that the African Union refl ects the will of the people for libera-
tion and integration; indicating that ‘Africa Day’ is an opportunity to celebrate 
diversity and successes, as well as highlight the continent’s economic and cultural 
potential. 

She said the African embassies in Kuwait have organized various activities to 
mark the occasion, disclosing that a big cultural exhibition will be held on June 10 
with the participation of all accredited embassies. She asserted that Africa today 

stands at a crossroads, possessing vast natural resources, a young population, and 
promising markets, making it an attractive environment for sustainable partner-
ships.

She stated that Kuwait provides full support to the continent through Kuwait 
Fund for Arab Economic Development (KFAED), which has fi nanced more 
than 300 projects in various African countries. She stressed the importance of 
transforming aid into investment partnerships in the fi elds of energy, agriculture, 
health, education, infrastructure and digital technology. She believes that invest-
ments must be built on the foundations of shared interests, respect for local envi-
ronments, risk sharing, and long-term value creation.

She pointed out that continental integration in Africa, especially through the 
Continental Free Trade Area, opens up broad prospects for Kuwaiti investors, 
calling for partnerships not limited to the economy alone, but also encompassing 
youths, human development and inclusive growth.

She reiterated her country’s commitment to strengthen cooperation with Ku-
wait; stressing that Africa and Kuwait are capable of building a future of security, 
prosperity and mutual respect. She expressed her gratitude to the Kuwaiti leader-
ship for continuously supporting Africa.

Meanwhile, Moroccan Ambassador Ali bin Issa called for strengthening coop-
eration in the areas of food security, infrastructure and digitization; while praising 
the ease of entry for Kuwaitis to a number of African countries. However, he 
clarifi ed that the idea of an ‘African Schengen’ visa is still in the early days of 
consideration despite the political will to achieve economic integration.

Mali Ambassador Ali Ould Ahmed lauded the positive role of Kuwait in sup-
porting development in the African continent, whether through KFAED or the 
charitable organizations.

He said that Africa is the continent of the future, with its youths and natural re-
sources; adding that negative rhetoric toward the continent is used to deter invest-
ment and maintain monopolistic privileges that do not serve its people.

Tunisian Ambassador Mohamed Boudali said that Kuwaiti-African relations 
span 60 years and are characterized by mutual respect, with Kuwaiti offi cial and 
public contributions to development. He called for increased investment in Africa, 
given the signifi cant opportunities it holds.

Boudali also unveiled the plan to hold an African investment meeting in Ku-
wait -- at the level of African Union ambassadors-- to present opportunities for 
cooperation in various fi elds like food security. He praised the peaceful diplomatic 
approach of Kuwait, and its contributions to ongoing efforts to maintain security 
and stability.

Sudanese Ambassador Awad Al-Karim Al-Rayah Balla commended the coop-
eration between KFAED and the Arab Development Bank, stating that the 2013 
Kuwait Summit established a framework for Arab-African cooperation which ne-
cessitates political will to implement it. He confi rmed that Kuwait is fully aware of 
the importance of the continent and has a genuine desire to partner with it.

Kenyan Ambassador Halima Mahmoud praised the security cooperation be-
tween Kuwait and African countries, particularly in the fi eld of combating ter-
rorism.

    KUNA photo
Kuwait MoI Undersecretary Sheikh Dr. Abdullah Meshal Al-Sabah, Edge executives 
and the UAE Ambassador to the State of Kuwait Dr. Matar Al-Nayadi after the sign-

ing of the agreement.

Kuwait to import UAE gunboats
KUWAIT CITY, June 4, (KUNA): The Ministry of Defense on Tuesday inaugurated a pro-
ject to import eight missile gunboats (Falaj-3) after working out a contract with the UAE 
military hardware company, Edge.

The ministry said in a press release that employment of the gunboats would contribute to 
enhancing the combat preparedness of the armed forces, bolstering the maritime security, 
protecting vital and strategic interests of the State of Kuwait.

Edge will manage the project with respect of designing, building and tests and handover, 
in addition to providing integrated logistical support.

The project inauguration was held at the ministry headquarters, with presence of the Un-
dersecretary Sheikh Dr. Abdullah Meshal Al-Sabah, Edge executives and the UAE Ambas-
sador to the State of Kuwait Dr. Matar Al-Nayadi.

Temporary MoE freeze on
disciplinary punishments

By Abdulrahman Al-Shammari
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, June 4: Minister of Education Jalal 
Al-Tabtabaei issued an administrative decision to sus-
pend any decisions related to disciplinary sanctions, 
as part of efforts to ensure smooth and regular work-
fl ow in the ministry.

The newspaper obtained a copy of the decision, 
in which Al-Tabtabaei explained that this move is in 
light of amendments to the organizational structure of 
the ministry, including the abolition of some job ti-
tles and the reduction of certain organizational levels.  
He said this necessitates redefi ning the authorities re-
sponsible for administrative discipline.

He stressed the need to continue conducting admin-
istrative investigations -- both those currently under-
way and those that may arise in the future, while hear-
ing statements and gathering information and data for 
indicative purposes only. 

“This decision should not be directed or attributed 
to any employee until the new organizational struc-
ture is approved and the authorities in charge of refer-
ring individuals for investigation or impose discipli-
nary penalties are identifi ed,” he elaborated.

He called on all those in leadership and supervisory 
positions in the ministry to fully adhere to this direc-
tive and to consider it in all ongoing administrative 
procedures.

All Kuwaiti pilgrims in Saudi

‘Eid prayer does not exempt
people from Friday prayers’

KUWAIT CITY, June 4: The Assistant 
Undersecretary for the Fatwa and Sharia 
Research Sector at the Ministry of Islamic 
Affairs has clarifi ed the religious opin-
ion regarding the Friday (Jumu’ah) prayer 
when Eid coincides with a Friday, reports 
Al-Seyassah daily.

In an offi cial statement, he explained that, 
according to the majority of Islamic jurists, 
performing the Eid prayer does not exempt 
Muslims from the obligation of attending 
the Friday prayer. The Friday prayer must 
still be performed at its designated time. 
Some jurists hold the view that those who 
have already performed the Eid prayer may 
forgo the Friday prayer and instead perform 
the regular Dhuhr prayer, based on reports 
that the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) did 
the same. If a person serves as an imam, he 
must lead the Friday prayer for those who 
attend the mosque.

The Fatwa and Sharia Research Sector 
confi rmed in a statement that the matter 
allows for fl exibility, and both options are 
considered valid. Those who prefer ease 
may suffi ce with the Eid prayer and perform 
Dhuhr instead of Jumu’ah, while those who 
choose to observe both the Eid and Friday 
prayers out of caution are also acting cor-

rectly.
Meanwhile, the Undersecretary of the 

Ministry of Islamic Affairs and Head of the 
Kuwaiti Hajj Mission Dr. Bader Al-Mutairi 
announced that all 8,000 Kuwaiti pilgrims, 
organized into 60 groups, have safely ar-
rived in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, 

reports Al-Seyassah 
daily.

In a statement to the 
Kuwait News Agency 
(KUNA), Dr. Al-Mu-
tairi confi rmed that 
mission teams from 
various participating 
agencies are working 
tirelessly at the holy 
sites to ensure the 
highest levels of com-
fort, safety, and care 
for Kuwaiti pilgrims.

He stated that preparations at Mina, Ara-
fat, and Muzdalifah were completed well in 
advance, which refl ects the mission’s dedi-
cation to providing an organized and secure 
environment.

Dr. Al-Mutairi urged all Kuwaiti pilgrims 
to strictly follow the instructions issued by 
the offi cial Saudi authorities.

Dr. Al-Mutairi  



LOCAL
ARAB TIMES, THURSDAY, JUNE 5, 2025

3

Learn from the falcons ... Cut the 
branch and set yourself free
FREEDOM has always been as precious to hu-
mans as life itself, and they did everything pos-
sible to preserve it. The symbolic story below 
illustrates this truth.

According to the tale, an ancient king received 
two magnifi cent falcons as a gift and entrusted 
them to his chief falcon trainer. A few months 
later, the trainer reported to the king that one 
falcon was fl ying perfectly, but the other one 
refused to leave the tree branch where it was 
perched.

The king summoned doctors from all over the 
kingdom to examine the falcon, but none could 
make it fl y. The king then decided to seek the 
help of someone familiar with rural life to diag-
nose the problem.

A peasant was quickly brought in to investi-
gate. The next morning, the king was delighted 
to see the falcon soaring over the palace gar-
dens. He asked the peasant, “How did you get 
it to fl y?”

“It was simple,” he replied confi dently. “I just 
broke the tree branch the falcon was clinging to, 
and that’s why it fl ew.”

Break free from the branch of slavery and 
subservience. Don’t let a lesser allegiance 
control your greater loyalty. Only then will 
you find yourself truly free to soar in the sky.

Oddities of kings throughout history

History is fi lled with oddities that reveal the 
shortsightedness of those in power. Many rulers, 
especially women who ruled in their own right, 
had their unique and sometimes peculiar whims.

One such example is the Belgian Queen Elisa-

beth of Bavaria, nicknamed “Vandine”, who 
reigned from 1909 to 1934. She had ordered her 
hairdresser to be imprisoned for three years so 
that no one would know her hair had turned grey.

Queen Victoria, who reigned for 63 years, had 
ordered the streets of Copenhagen, England, to 
be sprayed with perfume to celebrate her and 
Prince Albert’s visit in 1845.

Queen Elizabeth I, the “Virgin Queen” 
of Britain, who reigned from 1558 until her 
death in 1603, ascended the throne at the age 
of 25 and ruled for 45 years. Devoted entirely 
to her country, she never married and openly 
abhorred marriage, saying, “I would rather re-
main single even as a beggar than married even 
as a queen.”

Anne Boleyn, wife of King Henry VIII of 
England, always wore gloves in both summer 
and winter seasons in order to hide a sixth fi nger 
on her hand.

Cleopatra, Queen of Egypt, enjoyed eating 
melon soaked in garlic as an appetizer.

Empress Catherine the Great of Russia, who 
reigned from 1762 to 1796, cheered herself by 
having servants tickle her feet. She also used to 
drink fi ve cups of coffee at breakfast.

Maria Theresa of Austria, who reigned from 
1740 to 1780 was a joyful mother to 16 chil-
dren, with two sons becoming emperors and 
three daughters queens.

Inês de Castro was the wife of King Pedro 
I of Portugal. Their marriage was opposed by 
Pedro’s father, who secretly ordered her mur-
der in 1355. After Pedro ascended the throne, 
he exhumed her body, placed it on the throne, 
and declared her the Queen of Portugal. In this 

way, Inês de Castro became the fi rst queen to 
rule posthumously.

Queen Margaret of Austria, wife of Philip III 
in the 16th century, once rejected a gift of silk 
stockings and harshly scolded the givers. They 
later understood her reaction upon learning the 
queen despised her thin legs.

HORIZON TALK

People once said: “Th e horse went 
out to plow, and the donkey went out to 
race, and so we lost both the crop and 
the race.” It seems we have now swapped 
roles and assigned professions to those 
unqualifi ed.

Your Excellency the Minister of For-
eign Aff airs and Your Excellency the 
Deputy Minister, we urge that candidates 
for the position of Kuwaiti ambassa-
dor undergo rigorous testing, especially 
those nominated to serve in countries 
where we aim to build strong relations or 
resolve past misunderstandings.

Ambassadors appointed to Kuwait 
from countries around the world are 
carefully selected aft er thorough scrutiny 
and follow-up. Each country sends an 
ambassador who is well-acquainted with 
the social environment and deeply famil-
iar with the culture of the host nation.

Fahd Al-Shelaimi and Ayed Al-Manna 
have a profound understanding of Ku-
wait’s issues with other nations and are 
well-versed in regional matters. Th e gov-
ernment should support them by meet-
ing with them and providing the infor-
mation they need to counter those who 
seek to harm Kuwait’s reputation and its 
people. At the very least, they deserve the 
government’s gratitude.

One falcon soared in the sky 
while the other crouched on a 

branch

Despite the attempts of all doc-
tors, none could fi gure out what 

was wrong with the falcon

The king said, “I need someone 
familiar with rural life to under-

stand this problem.”

A farmer confi dently said, “It was 
simple... I just broke the branch.”

Don’t let your lesser attachments 
defi ne your true identity

A Belgian queen ordered her 
hairdresser to be imprisoned be-

cause of her gray hair

Queen Victoria had the city 
streets sprayed with perfume dur-

ing her visit

King Pedro I exhumed his wife’s 
corpse and proclaimed her queen

Ahmed Al-Jarallah

 KFF photo
KFF and KNG personnel pose for a picture at the conclusion of the course.

KFF chief attends Geneva forum

KFF concludes maritime rescue
training course for ‘KNG’ staff

Expertise eyed to tackle disasters

KUWAIT CITY, June 4: Kuwait Fire 
Force (KFF) concluded the “Supplemen-
tary Maritime Rescue” training course for 
Kuwait National Guard (KNG) personnel, 
which was held at the fi eld site near Sheikh 
Jaber Al-Ahmad Bridge in South Island, on 
Wednesday morning. 

According to a press release issued by 
KFF, the course was aimed at enhancing the 
effi ciency of National Guard personnel in 
maritime rescue operations, and improving 
their readiness to handle emergencies in the 
marine environment. 

Participants underwent intensive train-
ing on the latest techniques and equipment, 
under the supervision of specialized trainers 
from KFF.  This course is part of ongoing 
cooperation between KFF and the Nation-

al Guard to develop fi eld capabilities and 
strengthen coordination between military 
bodies in the state for ensuring the highest 
levels of response and safety. 

Meanwhile , as part of ongoing coopera-
tion between the Kuwait Fire Force (KFF) 
and private sector institutions, KFF’s Public 
Relations and Media Department held an 
awareness lecture at the Gulf Bank on Mon-
day morning. 

According to a press release issued by 
KFF, the lecture was aimed to educate bank 
employees about fi re hazards, their causes, 
and prevention methods. Topics included 
emergency evacuation procedures, fi re ex-
tinguisher use, the importance of smoke de-
tectors, electrical overloads, short circuits, 
gas leaks, and fi re blanket usage.

GENEVA, June 4, (KUNA): The Chief of 
the Kuwait Fire Force (KFF) Major General 
Talal Al-Roumi participated on Tuesday in 
the opening of the 8th 
session of the Global 
Platform for Disas-
ter Risk Reduction, 
which is being held 
in the Swiss city of 
Geneva.

A press release 
by the KFF said that 
Al-Roumi discussed 
with Special Repre-
sentative of the Sec-
retary-General for 
Disaster Risk Re-
duction, Kamal Kishore ways to enhance 
cooperation and develop partnerships, in 

addition to discussing a number of issues 
of common interest.

The 8th Global Platform for Disaster 
Risk Reduction 2025 kicked off in Geneva 
yesterday, with preparatory activities fol-
lowed by a high-level segment to be held 
from June 4 to 6, as the event was widely 
attended by representatives of the UN mem-
ber states, international organizations, civil 
society, the private sector, and experts in 
disaster management and risk reduction, 
organized by the UN offi ce Disaster Risk 
Reduction. 

The event is the largest international 
gathering dedicated to exchanging exper-
tise and practices in this field and repre-
sents an important opportunity to enhance 
the implementation of the Global Frame-
work for Disaster Risk Reduction.

Double-game lawyer suspended
from service; acquittal overruled

10 years jail for two bribe-seekers

KUWAIT CITY, June 4: The Lawyers’ Dis-
ciplinary Department at the Court of Ap-
peals overturned the acquittal of a female 
lawyer and suspended her from practicing 
law for one month. 

The disciplinary action was based on evidence that the 
lawyer violated the principles and ethical standards of 
the legal profession by colluding with her client’s oppo-
nent. The ruling was issued in response to the complaint 
fi led by Attorney Abdul Mohsen Al-Qattan. 

According to the Public Prosecution, the lawyer breached 
professional ethics despite holding a valid power of attorney 
to represent the complainant. While offi cially acting on his 
behalf, she secretly collaborated with his ex-wife -- her cli-
ent’s legal adversary. 

The collusion became clear when the lawyer entered into 
a fee agreement with the ex-wife after initially being asked 
by her client to draft a contract and mediate a reconciliation 
regarding fi nancial matters. 

❑     ❑     ❑

10 years jail for two: The Criminal Court, presided over by 
Judge Abdulwahab Al-Muaili , sentenced a supervisor and 
a transactions coordinator at the Ministry of Commerce to 
10 years in prison, fi ned them KD400,000 and ordered their 
dismissal from public service. 

The court found that the two offi cials demanded a bribe 
of KD200,000 in exchange for overlooking violations at oil 
change shops owned by an expatriate. They also promised to 
shield the expatriate middleman from penalties.  

The case was exposed following a sting operation in which 
the defendants were caught on camera accepting the bribe. 

❑     ❑     ❑ 

Bar warns lawyers: Kuwait Bar Association (KBA) Chair-
man Adnan Abel affi rmed the association’s resolve to hold 
accountable anyone proven to have committed professional 
shortcomings or violated the law regulating the profession 
and its code of ethics. 

In a press statement Tuesday, Abel stressed “there is no 
room for favoritism at the expense of the reputation and 
standing of the profession and its members.” He affi rmed the 
association’s pride in the efforts of the vast majority of dis-
tinguished lawyers, while simultaneously holding negligent 
individuals accountable. 

He revealed the measures taken by the association 
against one lawyer after a final criminal judgment was 
issued convicting him of misdemeanor. He explained that 
the association filed a disciplinary lawsuit against this 
lawyer more than seven months ago, based on the rec-
ommendation of the Admissions Committee, which con-
cluded that he no longer met one of the conditions for reg-
istration with the association while continuing to practice 
the profession. 

He said “the association has demanded that his registration 
be cancelled, and this lawsuit is currently at the Lawyers’ 
Disciplinary Chamber of the Court of First Instance.” He 
disclosed that there are other disciplinary lawsuits pending 
before the same disciplinary chamber related to professional 
violations and another criminal judgment, without providing 
details in this regard. 

Maj Gen Al-Roumi 
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Sacrifi cial sheep price falls, 
demand remains sluggish

Traders call for tighter regulation

By Najeh Bilal
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, June 4: Al-
though prices of sacrifi cial 
sheep have dropped compared 
to last year and demand is ex-
pected to increase ahead of 
Eid Al-Adha, the market re-
mains sluggish despite a grow-
ing trend of online purchases.

In an interview with the newspa-
per, citizen Fahd Al-Mutairi said he 
noticed that most Kuwaitis still pre-
fer to buy local sheep, even though 
they are more expensive than im-
ported varieties. He disclosed that 
he surveyed several sellers before 
making a purchase and found that 
prices for local sheep range be-
tween KD165 and KD175. How-
ever, he criticized the lack of price 
regulation; describing the pricing as 
“arbitrary,” with some local sheep 
selling for as low as KD160.

Sheep trader Abu Mutab, also a 
citizen, confi rmed that prices have de-
clined by about 10 percent compared 
to last year. He attributed the dip to the 
recent closure of the Kabad livestock 
market due to the spread of a virus in 
some cattle farms. He clarifi ed that al-
though the disease affected cows and 
not sheep, and despite repeated assur-
ances from the Food Authority that it 
poses no risk to consumers, the tempo-
rary closure has disrupted supply and 
undermined confi dence in the market.

He expects a slight increase in prices 
closer to Eid Al-Adha, particularly by 
Wednesday and Thursday; pointing out 
that just a month ago, prices were ap-
proximately 10 percent higher. He also 
voiced concern about the surge in online 
sheep sales; many of which, he claimed, 
are conducted by unlicensed sellers.

While online shopping is convenient 
for many customers, he warned that it 
can be misleading; especially for buy-
ers unfamiliar with sheep breeds. He 

cautioned that some sellers may falsely 
market imported sheep as local, poten-
tially deceiving customers.

He called on regulatory authorities 
to intensify oversight of online live-
stock sales to protect both the market 
and consumers.

Another citizen, who identifi ed him-
self as Butarki, disclosed that he makes it 
a point to buy his sacrifi cial sheep from 
the Kabad livestock market every year. 
He observed that prices this year are 
noticeably lower than last year, which 
he attributed to what he described as a 
general lack of interest from citizens in 
purchasing sheep this season.

Bu Faisal, a livestock farm owner, 
affi rmed that the price of local sheep 
tends to fl uctuate based on the cost of 
animal feed. He said this year’s price 
decline is largely due to the abundance 
of various types of sheep currently 
available in the local market.

He cited another factor -- the notice-
able reluctance of charitable organiza-
tions and committees to purchase sac-
rifi cial animals for donation this year, 
which has led to an oversupply. He ex-
plained that prices are also infl uenced 
by seasonal dynamics, such as many 
citizens choosing to travel abroad dur-
ing the Eid holiday; thereby, reducing 
local demand.

He added that pricing can vary de-
pending on the market’s location, with 

some areas commanding higher prices 
than others. He echoed concerns over 
online sales, saying that the prevalence 
of online sheep sellers has played a 
major role in pushing prices down this 
season. He stressed that fl uctuations 
in feed prices and labor costs remain 
critical factors that infl uence the cost 
of local sheep in particular.

With Eid al-Adha approaching, the 
Kabad sheep market is witnessing a 
slowdown and decline in prices com-
pared to last year.

The staff of the newspaper toured 
the market, where both traders and 
citizens expressed expectations that 
prices may rise slightly as the Day of 
Arafat nears. Still, the overall senti-
ment remains one of stagnation, with 
many pointing to the surge in online 
sheep sales as a major contributor to 
the current downturn.

Bilal Al-Din, a trader specializing 
in Saudi sheep, said prices currently 
range from KD166 to KD175 with 
weights between 28 and 35 kilograms. 
He pointed out that prices are rough-
ly KD10 lower than they were two 
months ago.

Sheep seller Mizan Rahman stated 
that he exclusively sells Iraqi sheep 
for KD110. He revealed that local 
sheep are priced between KD170 and 
KD175, Syrian sheep between KD140 
and KD145, and Iranian sheep from 
KD95 to KD100.

Similarly, trader Mubarak Al-Ali 
disclosed that he deals only in Iranian 
sheep, priced at KD95 to KD100; in-
dicating that most of his customers 
are Iranians and other expatriates who 
often choose more affordable options 
compared to the higher-priced local or 
other Arab breeds.

Sheep seller Abdul Hamid Hussein 
corroborated this view, saying local 
sheep are sold for between KD160 and 
KD170, with Saudi sheep only slightly 
cheaper. He added that prices are ex-
pected to rise automatically on the Day 
of Arafat due to increased demand, 
revealing that the weights at his store 
range from 25 to 30 kilograms.

Former MP Mohammad Al-Fajji passes away at 84
KUWAIT CITY, June 4: For-
mer MP Mohammad Hamoud 
Zamel Al-Fajji passed away and 
was laid to rest on Tuesday af-
ter the Isha prayer at Sulaibikhat 
Cemetery, reports Al-Seyassah 
daily.

Born in Kuwait in 1940, Al-
Fajji was elected to the 10th 
legislative term of the Kuwaiti 

National As-
sembly in 
2003, repre-
senting the 
16th Con-
stituency, Al-
Omariya. He 
also served 
on the Board 
of Direc-

tors of the Kuwait Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry (KCCI) 
since 1992.

The daily extends its deepest 
condolences to the Al-Fajji fam-
ily, praying that God has mercy 
on his soul and grants him eter-
nal peace in paradise.

To God we belong, and to 
Him we shall return.Al-Fajji 

KUNA photo
A number of Kuwait Red Crescent Society volunteers as part of the Kuwaiti Hajj mission.

Saudi Arabia efforts praised

KRCS volunteers mobilize to assist
Kuwaiti pilgrims during Hajj season
MAKKAH, June 4, (KUNA): The Secretary-General of the 
Kuwait Red Crescent Society (KRCS), Fahad Al-Mandil, 
said on Tuesday that Society’s volunteers will provide hu-
manitarian support, emergency services, and volunteer ser-
vices to Kuwaiti pilgrims during their performance of the 
Hajj rituals this season, contributing to their comfort and 
safety.

In a statement to KUNA, Al-Mandil added that the partic-
ipation of the Society’s volunteers, both male and female, in 
this year’s Kuwaiti Hajj mission falls within the framework 
of the Society’s humanitarian and volunteer role in serving 
pilgrims.

Al-Mandil added that this participation is a continuation 
of the fruitful cooperation with the Kuwaiti Ministry of Is-
lamic Affairs and relevant offi cial authorities.

He praised the signifi cant and distinguished efforts made 
by the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in organizing and man-
aging the Hajj season, appreciating the early preparations, 
comprehensive equipment, and quality services provided by 
the Saudi government to all guests from around the world.

He expressed his appreciation for the cooperation of Saudi 
authorities with offi cial Hajj missions, including the Kuwaiti 
Hajj mission, stressing that this cooperation played a signifi -
cant role in facilitating the mission of Kuwaiti medical and 
volunteer teams participating in serving the pilgrims.

Al-Mandil stated that the Kingdom’s high-level logisti-
cal, medical, and organizational services refl ect the level of 
care and attention the Saudi leadership devotes to serving 
pilgrims and embody the Kingdom’s long experience in 
managing large crowds with effi ciency and competence.

KU sets June 10 for aptitude test registration

Education Ministry seeks bids for 
tech maintenance, screen rentals

By Abdulrahman Al-Shammari
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, June 4: The Ministry 
of Education has submitted a new tender 
request for the rental and maintenance of 
interactive screens, computers and acces-
sories in kindergartens and a number of 
other educational sites under it. 

The tender includes the provision of 
the technical support to ensure the readi-
ness and continuity of the devices. This 
is part of the development of the digital 
infrastructure in schools.

The Central Agency for Public Ten-
ders set July 1, as the deadline for submit-
ting bids. The preliminary tender meeting 
will be held on June 15 to allow special-
ized companies to inquire and review the 
tender requirements and conditions. The 
initial bid bond was set at KD100,000.

The ministry previously introduced 
5,125 interactive screens into schools 
at various levels, supporting the digital 
transformation plan for the educational 
environment. 

The screens were distributed as fol-
lows: 294 in computer laboratories for 
the elementary stage, 472 for the interme-

diate stage and 4,359 in computer labora-
tories and classrooms for the secondary 
stage. 

This move was aimed at enhancing the 
use of modern technology in interactive 
education.

The project includes providing techni-
cal support and periodic maintenance for 
the devices to ensure sustainable opera-
tion and reduce malfunctions that could 
hinder the educational process.

Meanwhile, the Offi ce of the Assis-
tant Vice President for Evaluation and 
Measurement at Kuwait University has 
announced the online registration date 
for the academic aptitude test (national 
test) for 12th-grade students, scheduled 
for June 28.

Registration will be open on June 10 
to June 12 at 12:00 noon for Kuwaiti 
students and children of Kuwaiti moth-
ers only, or until all available seats are 
fi lled. Non-Kuwaiti students may access 
the registration system starting June 12, 
if any seats remain.

Registration is available through the 
following site, after paying a fee of KD 
10 per test - https://portal.ku.edu.kw/
placement

Kuwaiti poet lauds quality of works 
presented at Arab musical contest
TUNIS, June 4, (KUNA): The 
Kuwaiti poet Dalal Al-Maqhawi 
on Tuesday lauded the high qual-
ity of works presented at the 15th 
round of the Arab Music and Sing-
ing Competition, organized by the 
Arab States Broadcasting Union 
(ASBU).

Al-Maqhawi, speaking to KUNA, 
said she was elated with choosing her 
a member of the jurists’ committee.

She has indicated jurists take into 
consideratios various factors, such 
true sensing of the music and the 

words, affi rming 
that patriotism is 
the competition 
basic theme.

The ASBU 
had declared that 
Jordan, Egypt 
and Oman won 
the awards.

The winners 
will be honored 
at the 25th Arab 

Radio and Television Festival due in 
Tunisia on June 23.

Al-Maqhawi

KFAED, JICA sign MoU to expand 
aid efforts for developing countries
KUWAIT CITY, June 4, (KUNA): Kuwait 
Fund for Arab Economic Development has 
signed a memorandum of understanding 
with the Japanese International Cooperation 
Agency (JICA), simultaneously with the 
visit to Japan by His Highness the Crown 
Prince Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah.

KFAED said in a statement, that the MoU 
was signed as part of the mutual efforts to 
expand sectors of cooperation in develop-
ment, exchanging expertise and boosting 
integration in the execution of sustainable 
development in the developing countries.

The MoU was inked in Tokyo during a 
ceremony attended and sponsored by His 
Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Sabah 
Khaled and Japanese Prime Minister Shigeru 
Ishiba. It was signed from the Kuwaiti side, 
on behalf of the fund, by Foreign Minister 
and KAFED Chairman Abdullah Al-Yahya 
and JICA Deputy President Hara Shohei.

It is designed to establish a framework 

for cooperation for funding social and eco-
nomic projects in the developing countries 
and coordinate for response to humanitar-
ian crises, natural catastrophes, in addition 
to swapping information and technical ex-
pertise.

Additionally, the educational districts 
and the Private Education Department at 
the Ministry of Education have fi nalized the 
schedule for the second-round of interme-
diate level examinations for the 2024/2025 
academic year. 

The second-round exams for grades six 
to nine will begin on June 18 and will con-
tinue until June 25 in all educational dis-
tricts, including private schools.

The educational districts called on par-
ents and students to visit their schools to 
review the details of the examination sched-
ule, wishing the students success in taking 
the second-round exams -- a valuable op-
portunity to complete their academic jour-
ney and advance to the next stage.

Photo by Rezk Tawfi q
Trader shopping for sacrifi cial sheep 

at the Kabad livestock market.
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Range of infractions uncovered

MoCI’s Control Department 
records 886 reports in May

By Marwa Al-Bahrawi
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, June 4: The Com-
mercial Control Department at the 
Ministry of Commerce and Indus-
try conducted intensive oversight in 
May; documenting 886 violations, 
including 72 direct complaints and 
697 reports from on-site inspections.

Inspectors uncovered a range of in-
fractions, such as violation of the ban 
on importing, selling or promoting 
chewing tobacco; refusal to sell goods 

or services; domestic worker recruit-
ment issues; illegal fruit and vegetable 
sales and trading; after-sales service 
violations; failure to meet food licens-
ing requirements; commercial adver-
tising violations; issues with special 
offers and discounts; and problems 
with used spare part warranties and 
disclosure of their condition.

The ministry affi rmed that the 
24/7 inspection operations will con-
tinue, warning that strict legal ac-
tion will be taken against those who 
break the rules.

UN commends Kuwait disability training 
alignment with international standards

Al-Huwaila hails 6th graduating class of ‘Partners in Their Employment’

By Fares Ghaleb
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, June 4: 
Minister of Social, Fam-
ily and Childhood Affairs 
Dr. Amthal Al-Huwaila ex-
pressed her pride in the grad-
uation of the sixth batch of 
participants in the national 
initiative for people with dis-
abilities entitled, “Partners in 
Their Employment”.

In a recorded speech broadcasted 
during the ceremony, Al-Huwaila 
revealed that this achievement is 
the result of continuous efforts 
and strong will that began with the 
launching of the initiative in 2018. 
She said Kuwait believes that dis-
ability is not an obstacle; but rather 
a source of ambition, strength and 
creativity.

She asserted that the initiative em-
bodies this belief by providing realistic 
opportunities for professional and so-
cietal empowerment. She pointed out 
that the success of the graduating new 
batch refl ects the State’s commitment 
to support people with disabilities and 
enable them to enter the labor market 
with merit. 

Meanwhile, Wafaa Al-Muhanna, 
acting Director General of the Pub-
lic Authority for Disabled Affairs 
(PADA), revealed that the Civil Ser-
vice Commission (CSC) informed the 
authority during their meetings that 
persons with disabilities will be as-
signed to government agencies based 
on the latter’s manpower needs, with 
priority being given to the employment 
of persons with disabilities. 

She explained that the authority sub-
mits job application letters to the CSC 
based on the person with a disability’s 
preference for the government agency 
he wishes to work in; stressing that the 
authority respects these wishes. She 
added “some government agencies 
respond with available positions and 
their manpower needs.” 

She clarifi ed that the role of PADA 
is to coordinate between job seekers 
with disabilities and the government 
or private entities that provide job op-
portunities. She added the CSC con-
tinuously monitors the percentage of 
people with disabilities appointed in 
government agencies. 

She confi rmed that the author-
ity requires government agencies to 
continuously update data on Kuwaiti 
employees, and the CSC monitors 
agencies that have not achieved the 
required percentage of hiring people 
with disabilities. She then disclosed 
that the percentage of employees with 
disabilities in the authority exceeded 
19 percent of its total workforce. 

Regarding the oversight aspect, 
she affi rmed that the inspection of 
educational institutions is ongoing, 
and that penalties are imposed on 
non-compliant entities in accordance 

with the provisions of the executive 
regulations issued through Resolution 
No. 123/2019. She said the penalties 
range from delays in educational pay-
ments to contacting the Ministry of 
Education in the event of serious vio-
lations, as it is the body supervising 
the schools. 

Moreover, Representative of the 
Secretary General of the United Na-
tions and Resident Coordinator in the 
State of Kuwait Dr. Ghada Al-Taher 
said the initiative refl ects the commit-
ment of Kuwait — represented by its 
government and institutions — to in-
tegrate persons with disabilities into 
the labor market. She praised the role 
of supporting agencies like the Min-
istry of Social Affairs, PADA, Public 
Authority for Minors Affairs (PAMA) 
and specialized scientifi c centers.

She stated that 123 national compe-
tencies with disabilities are now fully 
prepared to enter the labor market; 

indicating they constitute a real work-
force contributing to the process of 
renaissance and sustainable develop-
ment, and to achieve the New Kuwait 
2020-2035 vision.

She described this achievement as 
“a source of pride for the State and 
the families of participants who fully 
supported them.” She said the partici-
pants in this initiative “challenged all 
the challenges of disability to become 
an active part of society.” She added 
the United Nations plays a role in sup-
porting the initiative by reviewing and 
evaluating training curricula to ensure 
their compliance with international 
standards. 

Director of PAMA Dalal Al-Nouri 
described the occasion as “a milestone 
on the path of empowering and inte-
grating people with disabilities. They 
are active contributors to the country’s 
development plan. 

Photo by Rezk Tawfi q
Graduating class of ‘Partners in Their Employment’.

MoSA activates family care alerts via Sahel app
KUWAIT CITY, June 4: The 
Ministry of Social Affairs has an-
nounced the launch of a new digi-
tal service through the ‘Sahel’ 
app; enabling benefi ciaries of fam-
ily care services to receive instant 

electronic notifi cations regarding 
the status of their cases, reports Al-
Jarida daily.

The newly activated service al-
lows users to remain informed on 
fi le openings, assistance renewals, 

category transfers and data updates; 
thereby, streamlining communica-
tion and eliminating the need for 
in-person follow-ups.

The ministry pointed out that 
this step is part of its ongoing ef-

forts to enhance service effi ciency, 
promote digital transformation, and 
improve the overall experience for 
benefi ciaries by making case track-
ing more accessible and transpar-
ent.

KUNA photo
The Ambassador of the State of Kuwait to South Africa, Salem Al-Shabli, 
presents his credentials as the non-resident Ambassador Extraordinary 
and Plenipotentiary of the State of Kuwait to the President of Botswana, 

Duma Gideon Boko.

Kuwaiti Ambassador presents 
credentials to Botswana’s Pres
KUWAIT CITY, June 4, (KUNA): 
Kuwait’s Ambassador to South Af-
rica Salem Al-Shabli, presented his 
credentials as non-resident Ambas-
sador Extraordinary and Plenipo-
tentiary of the State of Kuwait to 
Botswana’s President, Duma Gide-
on Boko.

In a statement to KUNA by the 
Kuwaiti Embassy in South Africa 
said that Ambassador Al-Shabli 
conveyed the greetings of His 
Highness the Amir Sheikh Meshal 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah to 

the President of Botswana, wish-
ing him success and good health 
and to the government and people 
of Botswana continued progress 
and prosperity.

He expressed Kuwait’s keenness 
to strengthen relations between 
both countries and to advance co-
operation in all fi elds to serve the 
common interests.

Ambassador Al-Shabli was ac-
companied during the credential 
presentation ceremony by First 
Secretary Jassim Al-Rukaibi.
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It streamlines procedures, improves transparency, veri-
fi es actual property ownership, and centralizes transac-
tion tracking.

To further support the digital economy, the Ministry fi nal-
ized the draft law for Empowering Digital Trade, developed 
in consultation with 285 stakeholders and receiving over 
5,600 responses, the draft achieved 82.2 percent satisfaction.

It sets a modern regulatory framework balancing 
consumer rights with service provider responsibilities, 
aligned with global standards.

In 2024, Decree-Law No. 106 amended the Compa-
nies Law to ease legal requirements for Limited Liability 
Companies (LLCs), which reduced quorum thresholds for 
Extraordinary General Meetings (EGMs) and authorized 
the Ministry of Commerce to convene EGMs if needed.

In line with global tax reforms, a new law introduced a 
15 percent tax on multinational enterprise groups, which 
helps combat tax evasion and ensures Kuwait complies 
with international standards, creating a more predictable 
business environment for global investors.

The Capital Markets Authority (CMA) continues to mod-
ernize Kuwait’s fi nancial sector, and on May 15, 2025, Res-
olution No. 92 amended parts of the Executive Regulations 
of Law No. 7 of 2010 to develop post-trade infrastructure.

This is part of the CMA’s broader Capital Market De-
velopment Program, which includes launching a Central 
Counterparty (CCP) and upgrading trading, settlement, 
and clearing systems to reduce systemic risks and attract 
diverse investment products.

To address Kuwait’s housing needs, the Public Authority 
for Housing Welfare (PAHW) began implementing the real 
estate developer system in March 2025, contracting consul-
tancy services for three residential sites. The move supports 
sustainable housing development and strengthens the role 
of private developers under Law No. 118 of 2023, which 
enables real estate fi rms to participate in housing projects.

Minister of Housing Abdullatif Al-Meshari announced 
the mortgage law is nearing completion, with ongoing 
evaluations to fi nalize eligibility criteria.

During Gulf Housing Week, he affi rmed Kuwait’s 
commitment to implementing comprehensive housing 
legislation and enabling private sector involvement.

At the Kuwait New Economic Strategy 2025 confer-
ence, Minister of Commerce and Industry Khalifa Al-
Ajeel reiterated the government’s commitment to eco-
nomic restructuring and diversifi cation.

He reaffi rmed the company’s commitment to carbon 
neutrality and innovation in reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions.

In his speech, Managing Director of Q8 Italia, Bashar 
Al-Awadhi emphasized the importance of transitioning 
toward a smart and resilient infrastructure, and that in-

She explained that her client was extremely surprised 
to be excluded from the current debtors’ campaign ben-
efi ciary list, despite not having applied for any previous 
campaigns. An investigation revealed that the committee 
overseeing one of the previous campaigns had paid the 
government a fee of KD 10 owed by the citizen, based on 
a request from the Ministry of Justice. Her client was una-
ware of this payment and that his name had been included 
in the previous campaign’s benefi ciary list without his 
knowledge. Despite being able to pay the KD 10-fee him-
self, he applied to register in the latest campaign due to a 
large debt he could not afford to repay.

Lawyer Al-Baghdadi emphasized that the purpose of this 
lawsuit is to clarify the mechanisms of the debtors’ cam-
paigns, ensuring transparency and fairness so that aid reach-
es those truly entitled to it based on clear and just criteria.

The exercise is part of the cooperation protocol signed 
between the KFF and the Kuwaiti Army, which aims to 
establish joint work under a single national umbrella to 
achieve the state’s vision of enhancing integration be-
tween military and civilian entities.

The release added that a number of ministries and insti-
tutions participated in the exercise.

Belgium and attracting airlines were discussed, in addi-
tion to giving priority to supporting and enabling direct 
cargo traffi c.

The meeting stressed the importance of exchanging 
expertise and training in security, safety and air naviga-
tion, which would contribute to enhancing operational ef-
fi ciency and developing the air transport system between 
the two sides, it added.

The Deputy Chief of Staff of the Army Major General 
Pilot Sabah Al-Jaber issued the order, highlighting the 
leadership’s commitment to allowing military personnel 
to spend the holiday with their families.

The General Staff described this gesture as a refl ection 
of the Ministry of Defense’s care for the welfare of its 
personnel during the festive season.

vesting in carbon reducing technology enhances future 
energy operations.

The statement added that the Kuwaiti Ambassador to 
Italy Nasser Al-Qahtani, Italian Foreign Affairs Under-
secretary, Giorgio Silli, alongside a group of government 
offi cials, experts, and decision-makers from various Ital-
ian institutions attended the event.

The event included two panel discussions that explored 
the economic and social dimensions of industrial projects, 
in addition to public policy frameworks at both national 
and international levels. 

During his conclusion speech, Q8 Marketing EVP 
Fadel Al-Faraj emphasized that sustainable development 
cannot be achieved without infrastructure that meets the 
needs of communities with fairness and inclusivity.

Q8 was established in 1983 and is the global market-
ing arm of Kuwait Petroleum Corporation. It operates an 
extensive network of more than 4,700 fuel stations across 
Europe, including over 900 in Italy.

The company also supplies aviation fuel to more than 
70 airports worldwide, markets some of the fi nest lubri-
cants globally, and holds stakes in three major refi neries 
located in Italy, Vietnam, and Oman through partnerships 
with leading international energy companies.

On the occasion of Eid al-Adha, several ambassadors and 
diplomats extended heartfelt congratulations and best wishes 
to the leadership of Kuwait -- represented by His Highness 
the Amir Sheikh Meshal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and 
His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled 
Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, as well as the Kuwaiti people.

They affi rmed the signifi cance of the holiday and the 
strong bilateral relations between their respective countries 
and Kuwait.

The envoys pointed out the shared values embodied 
by Eid Al-Adha; such as tolerance, solidarity and human 
fraternity, as well as the importance of deepening mutual 
understanding and cooperation in all fi elds.

Dean of the Diplomatic Corps and Ambassador of 
Tajikistan to Kuwait Zubaydullah Zubaydov stated that

 “it is a great pleasure and honor for me, on behalf of all 
accredited members of the diplomatic corps, to extend my 
warmest congratulations and sincere wishes to His Highness 
the Amir, His Highness the Crown Prince, and the generous 
Kuwaiti people on this blessed occasion.  As we share in the 
joy of these virtuous days with Kuwait’s leadership and peo-
ple, we ask Almighty Allah to bless His Highness with good 
health and well-being, and Kuwait with ongoing progress 
and prosperity under his wise leadership. May peace, secu-
rity, and harmony prevail across the Arab and Islamic na-
tions.”  He then reaffi rmed the strong ties between Tajikistan 
and Kuwait, and expressed his desire to further strengthen 
bilateral cooperation in all sectors.

European Union (EU) Ambassador Anne Koistinen 
said “I extend my warmest congratulations and best wish-
es to His Highness the Amir, His Highness the Crown 
Prince, the friendly Kuwaiti people, and Muslims around 
the world, including those in the EU, on the occasion of 
Eid Al-Adha. I also offer my warmest congratulations to 
all pilgrims this year.”

She added that “celebrating Eid Al-Adha for the third 
consecutive year in Kuwait has deepened my apprecia-
tion for the values this occasion refl ects like charity, com-
passion and human connection. Eid Mubarak!”

French Ambassador Olivier Gauvin expressed the same; 
indicating “I extend sincere congratulations to everyone 
celebrating Eid Al-Adha in Kuwait, France and around the 
world. It is an honor to celebrate my fi rst Eid Al-Adha in 
Kuwait -- a nation where these celebrations refl ect a deep 
culture of generosity, hospitality and solidarity.”

He pointed out that the occasion offers a valuable op-
portunity to reinforce the bonds between societies; wish-
ing everyone a joyful and peaceful Eid fi lled with good 
health and well-being.

Chargé d’Affaires of the Ukrainian Embassy Mykola 
Dzhedgora stated “on behalf of the Ukrainian Embassy, I 
extend our warmest congratulations to His Highness the 
Amir, His Highness the Crown Prince, and all Muslims in 
Kuwait and around the world, including Ukraine.”

He confi rmed that Ukraine respects Islamic culture and 
traditions as a meaningful part of its national heritage, 
adding that Ukrainian Muslims play an important role in 
defending the country’s sovereignty and unity.

Mexican Ambassador Eduardo Peña Haller added “on 
behalf of the government and people of Mexico, I am hon-
ored to offer our warmest congratulations to the leadership 
and people of Kuwait on the occasion of Eid Al-Adha. 
We wish His Highness the Amir, His Highness the Crown 
Prince, His Highness the Prime Minister, and the generous 
Kuwaiti people continued health, prosperity and stability.”

He highlighted the spiritual essence of the occasion 
as he concluded, “Eid al-Adha represents generosity and 
unity.  It serves as a reminder of the values of compas-
sion, peace and solidarity. We hope it brings joy to Ku-
waiti families and strengthens the bonds of friendship 
between our two nations.”

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Meshal Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah received a congratulatory phone call from 
Bahrain King Hamad bin Issa Al-Khalifa, on the occasion 
of Eid Al-Adha.

During the call, King Hamad prayed Allah to repeat 
this blessed occasion the two countries, Arab and Muslim 

nations with progress, goodness and development.
In turn, His Highness the Amir thanked King Hamad 

for this kind gesture, wishing the Kingdom and its people 
blessed Eid, security and stability.

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Meshal Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah received a congratulatory phone call on 
Wednesday from Oman’s Sultan Haitham bin Tariq, on 
the occasion of Eid Al-Adha.

During the call, Sultan Haitham prayed Allah to repeat 
this blessed occasion the two countries, Arab and Muslim 
nations with progress, goodness and development.

In turn, His Highness the Amir thanked Sultan Haitham 
for this kind gesture, wishing the Sultanate and its people 
blessed Eid, security and stability.

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Meshal Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah on Wednesday received a call from Ira-
nian President Masoud Pezeshkian, congratulating him 
on Eid Al-Adha.

During the phone conversation, the Iranian president 
wished His Highness the Amir good health and the State 
of Kuwait further development and prosperity under His 
Highness the Amir’s wise leadership.

His Highness the Amir, in turn, thanked the Iranian 
president for this good gesture, congratulated him on this 
happy occasion, and wished him wellness and his friend-
ly country more progress and prosperity.

His Highness the Crown Prince asked Allah to repeat 
this blessed occasion on Kuwait, and Arab and Muslim 
nations with progress, goodness and development. 

Meanwhile, His Highness the Amir sent a message of 
thanks to His Highness the Crown Prince for these good 
and sincere feelings. 

His Highness the Amir prayed to Allah Almighty to 
maintain security and safety as well as prosperity to the 
dear homeland, and wished success to all nationals for 
making further progress and accomplishments for the 
sake of homeland.

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Meshal Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah also received on Wednesday congratula-
tory cables on Eid Al-Adha from His Highness Sheikh 
Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah.

His Highness the Amir also received cables from His 
Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Ahmad Abdul-
lah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, Kuwait National Guard Chief 
Sheikh Mubarak Humoud Al-Sabah, His Highness Dr. 
Mohammad Sabah Al-Salem Al-Sabah and His Highness 
Sheikh Ahmad Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah.

In their cables, their Highness expressed best wishes and 
prayers on the blessed occasion, wishing many returns.

In turn, His Highness the Amir thanked them for their 
kind words and sentiments.

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Meshal Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah exchanged on Wednesday congratula-
tions on Eid Al-Adha with Arab and Muslim leaders.

In his cables, His Highness the Amir prayed to Allah 
Almighty to return this blessed occasion on Arab and 
Muslim nations with goodness, blessings, and further sta-
bility and security.

Kuwait’s Defense Minister Sheikh Abdullah Ali Al-
Sabah extended his warmest greetings on Wednesday to 
the nation’s political leaders ahead of the Muslim holiday 
of Eid Al-Adha.

Expressing his well wishes to His Highness the Amir 
Sheikh Meshal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and His 
Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah, in addition to His Highness the Prime 
Minister Sheikh Ahmad Abdullah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, 
the Kuwaiti defense minister wished the nation continued 
development and prosperity, according to a statement.

Vowing to do his “utmost” to protect the nation’s “secu-
rity and stability,” the minister wished Kuwait’s political 
leaders health and success as they continue to oversee na-
tional development, ultimately ensuring that such growth 
remains on an upward trajectory under their leadership.

The 2025 traffi c law stipulated punishing the convict 
by performing social services, attending educational and 
rehabilitation courses.

He also indicated at several other draft laws envisaging 
alternative (softened) punishments such as house arrest, 
pledge to stay clear of some places, electronic monitor-
ing, abstention from approaching certain persons, regular 
show-up at the police station and participation in rehabili-
tation courses.
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Bill a ‘disgusting abomination’: Musk

US President Trump urges senators to get ‘big, beautiful’ tax bill done by July 4th
WASHINGTON, June 4, (AP): US President Donald Trump wants his “big, beau-
tiful” bill of tax breaks and spending cuts on his desk to be signed into law by the 
Fourth of July, and he’s pushing the slow-rolling Senate to make it happen sooner 
rather than later.

Trump met with Senate Majority Leader John Thune at the White House earlier 
this week and has been dialing senators for one-on-one chats, using both the car-
rot and stick to nudge, badger and encourage them to act. But it’s still a long road 
ahead for the 1,000-page-plus package.

“His question to me was, How do you think the bill’s going to go in the Senate?” 
Sen. Josh Hawley, R-Mo., said about his call with Trump. “Do you think there’s 
going to be problems?”

It’s a potentially tumultuous three-week sprint for senators preparing to put their 
own imprint on the massive Republican package that cleared the House late last 
month by a single vote. The senators have been meeting for weeks behind closed 
doors, including as they returned to Washington late Monday, to revise the pack-
age ahead of what is expected to be a similarly narrow vote in the Senate.

“Passing THE ONE, BIG, BEAUTIFUL BILL is a Historic Opportunity to turn 
our Country around,” Trump posted on social media. He urged senators Monday 
“to work as fast as they can to get this Bill to MY DESK before the Fourth of 
JULY.”

But Trump’s high-octane ally, billionaire Elon Musk, lambasted the package - 
and those voting for it. “This massive, outrageous Congressional spending bill is 
a disgusting abomination,” Musk posted on his site X, as some lawmakers have 
expressed reservations about the details. “Shame on those who voted for it: you 
know you did wrong. You know it.”

Thune, like House Speaker Mike Johnson, has few votes to spare from the Sen-
ate’s slim, 53-seat GOP majority. Democrats are waging an all-out political assault 
on GOP proposals to cut Medicaid, food stamps and green energy investments to 
help pay for more than $4.5 trillion in tax cuts - with many lawmakers being ham-
mered at boisterous town halls back home.

“It’d be nice if we could have everybody on board to do it, but, you know, indi-
vidual members are going to stake out their positions,” Thune said Tuesday. “But 

in the end, we have to succeed. Failure’s not an option.”
Johnson called Musk’s harsh criticism of the bill “very disappointing.”
“With all due respect,” said Johnson, who said he spoke with Musk for more 

than 20 minutes, “my friend Elon is terribly wrong about the one big beautiful 
bill.”

At its core, the package seeks to extend the tax cuts approved in 2017, dur-
ing Trump’s fi rst term at the White House, and add new ones the president cam-
paigned on, including no taxes on tips. It also includes a massive buildup of $350 

billion for border security, deportations and national security.
To defray the lost tax revenue to the government and avoid piling onto the na-

tion’s $36 trillion debt load, Republicans want reduce federal spending by impos-
ing work requirements for some Americans who rely on government safety net 
services. Estimates are 8.6 million people would no longer have health care and 
nearly 4 million would lose Supplemental Nutritional Assistance Program ben-
efi ts, known as SNAP.

The package also would raise the nation’s debt limit by $4 trillion to allow 
more borrowing to pay the bills. Senate Democratic Leader Chuck Schumer said 
Trump’s bill “is ugly to its very core.”

Schumer said Tuesday that senators should listen to Musk. “Behind the smoke 
and mirrors lies a cruel and draconian truth: tax breaks for the ultra-wealthy paid 
for by gutting health care for millions of Americans,” said the New York senator.

The nonpartisan Congressional Budget Offi ce is expected to soon provide an 
overall analysis of the package’s impacts on the government balance sheets. But 
Republicans are ready to blast those fi ndings from the congressional scorekeeper 
as fl awed.

Trump switched to tougher tactics Tuesday, deriding the holdout Republican 
senators.

The president laid into Kentucky Sen Rand Paul, the libertarian-leaning defi cit 
hawk who has made a career of arguing against government spending. Paul wants 
the package’s $4 trillion increase to the debt ceiling out of the bill.

“Rand votes NO on everything, but never has any practical or constructive ide-
as. His ideas are actually crazy (losers!),” Trump posted.

Paul seemed unfazed. “I like the president, supported the president,” the senator 
said. “But I can’t in good conscience give up every principle that I stand for and 
every principle that I was elected upon.”

The July 4th deadline is not only aspirational for the president, it’s all but man-
datory for Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent, who has warned Congress that the na-
tion will run out of money to pay its bills if the debt ceiling, now at $36 trillion, is 
not lifted by mid-July or early August to allow more borrowing. Bessent has also 
been meeting behind closed doors with senators and GOP leadership.

US Senate Majority Leader John Thune speaks with reporters about his 
plans to advance President Donald Trump’s spending and tax bill, at the 

Capitol in Washington on June 2. (AP)

America
FBI discovers cache of guns in Washington: Law 
enforcement discovered a cache of weaponry and armor, 
including a machine gun and grenade launchers, along with 
Nazi paraphernalia during a raid of a home in Washington 
state, authorities said Tuesday.

Derek Sanders, the elected sheriff of Thurston County, 
said in a Facebook post that the US Army Criminal Inves-
tigation Division asked his offi ce for assistance Monday as 
an FBI special weapons and tactics team executed a search 
warrant in Lacey, near the state 
capitol of Olympia, “as a result of a 
violent robbery and theft of military 
weaponry/armor.”

The US Attorney’s Offi ce in Seat-
tle said in a statement to The Associ-
ated Press on Tuesday night that the 
search warrant related to an Army 
CID and FBI investigation into an 
assault Sunday at Joint Base Lewis-
McCord, just north of Olympia.

Sanders’ statement said two peo-
ple were arrested and booked into 
Thurston County Jail for investiga-
tion of fi rearms-related offenses.

“The suspects identifi ed in this case were actively in-
volved in Nazi White Nationalist efforts,” he wrote.

Sanders did not immediately return messages seeking 
comment Tuesday night. The US Attorney’s Offi ce state-
ment said Army investigators had identifi ed suspects in the 
assault at the military base and the FBI executed the search 
warrant late Monday night into early Tuesday.

Reached for comment, the FBI said its Seattle offi ce was 
“assisting our partners Thurston County Sheriff’s Offi ce 
and Army Criminal Investigation Division” and referred 
questions to them. Additional information was expected to 
be included in a federal criminal complaint to be unsealed 
Wednesday. The two people arrested were expected to 
make initial appearances at US District Court in Tacoma on 

Wednesday afternoon.
In his post, Sanders said agents had seized 35 fi rearms 

at the home, including short barrel rifl es and an MG42 
machine gun - a type typically supported with a bipod and 
which was used by German troops during World War II. 
Other seized gear included grenade launchers, explosives, 
body armor, ammunition and ballistic helmets, and multiple 
rifl es were staged at windows throughout the residence, the 
sheriff said. (AP)

❑     ❑     ❑

One dead, 11 hurt in N.Carolina shooting: A 
20-year-old man was arrested Tuesday on an attempted 
murder charge in connection with a weekend shooting 
around a house party in North Carolina that led to the death 
of one person and injuries for 11 others, sheriff’s deputies 
said.

Garon Nathaniel Killian, of Lenoir, was being held in jail 
without bond, the Catawba County Sheriff’s Offi ce said in 
a statement. Online records did not show booking or lawyer 
information for Killian and the county court clerk’s offi ce’s 
phone did not accept voicemails Tuesday evening.

Authorities executed search warrants on Tuesday as 
part of the investigation into the shooting, which left some 
people with gunshot wounds and others with injuries from 
fl eeing the gunfi re. Additional people could be arrested, the 
sheriff’s offi ce said.

The shooting took place early Sunday in a usually quiet 
residential neighborhood in southwest Catawba County, 
about 7 miles (11 kilometers) south of the city of Hickory. 
Authorities said at least 80 shots were fi red beginning at 
about 12:45 a.m. People reported running, ducking for cov-
er and scrambling to their cars for safety.

The crime scene spanned several properties along a 
neighborhood road, covering about 2 acres (0.8 hectares), 
and included outdoor and indoor areas, Sheriff’s offi ce Maj. 
Aaron Turk said Sunday. A 58-year-old man, Shawn Patrick 
Hood, of Lenoir, was killed. He was the oldest of the vic-
tims, who ranged in age from as young as 16, the sheriff’s 
offi ce said. The agency said it was asking for people who 
attended the party to contact the offi ce. (AP)

Sanders

US Republicans target Nashville’s mayor 
for response to immigration arrests

Ukraine’s backers meet to drum up 
arms, Hegseth absent for fi rst time

NASHVILLE, Tenn., June 4, (AP): 
Congressional Republicans are in-
vestigating Nashville Mayor Freddie 
O’Connell’s response to federal im-
migration arrests during hundreds of 
traffi c stops over several days in May.

Rep. Andy Ogles is leading the 
charge, pitting the Republican who 
represents part of the Democratic-
leaning city against a progressive 
mayor who has criticized immigration 
offi cials after they arrested nearly 200 
people in the greater Nashville area.

The dayslong presence of Immigra-
tion and Customs Enforcement agents 
sent chills through well-known Nash-
ville immigrant neighborhoods. Many 
Republicans, meanwhile, applauded 
ICE’s enforcement focus in the city.

Republicans have criticized Nash-
ville offi cials for publicly documenting 
interactions between local authorities 
and federal immigration agents on an 
offi cial city government website. Some 
of the entries included authorities’ names 
before city offi cials removed them. They 
have also blasted O’Connell for promot-
ing a fundraiser for families affected by 
the ICE activity.

O’Connell has said the arrests 
caused long-lasting trauma for fami-

lies and were led by people who don’t 
share Nashville’s values of safety and 
community. Here is a look at the ICE 
activity and its fallout.

ICE has said that it arrested 196 
people alongside the Tennessee High-
way Patrol during a weeklong effort 
in and around Nashville. ICE said 95 
had criminal convictions, were facing 
criminal charges or both, but didn’t 
provide a more detailed breakdown, 

including the type of crimes. It said 
about 30 had entered the country after 
previously being deported, some of 
whom are included in the 95.

The Highway Patrol said it made more 
than 580 traffi c stops in the joint opera-
tion with ICE. ICE highlighted seven 
cases, including two gang members, one 
of whom was wanted in an El Salvador 
killing, and people with convictions such 
as drug offenses, rape or assault.

BRUSSELS, June 4, (AP): Senior 
officials from almost 50 nations 
gathered Wednesday to drum up 
more weapons and ammunition for 
Ukraine, with the Pentagon’s chief 
absent for the first time since the 
group organizing the military aid was 
set up three years ago.

The Ukraine Defense Contact 
Group meeting at NATO headquarters 
is going to be chaired by the United 
Kingdom and Germany. US Defense 
Secretary Pete Hegseth would only ar-
rive in Brussels after it’s over. He will 
participate in a meeting of NATO de-
fense ministers on Thursday.

His absence is the latest in a series 
of steps that Washington has taken to 
distance itself from Ukraine’s efforts 
to repel Russia’s full-scale invasion, 
which began on Feb. 24, 2022.

More than 12,000 Ukrainian civil-
ians have been killed, according to UN 
estimates, as well as tens of thousands 
of soldiers on both sides.

Before Wednesday’s meeting, the 
UK said that it plans a tenfold increase 
in drone production to help Ukraine. 
Drones have become a decisive factor 
in the war, now in its fourth year.

UK Defense Secretary John Healey 
said that British companies are using 
lessons learned from the battlefi eld “to 

develop advanced new drones to help 
protect Ukraine’s civilians and also 
strengthen our own national security.”

Hegseth’s predecessor, Lloyd Aus-
tin, created the group after Russia 
launched all-out war on Ukraine in 
2022. Since then, Ukraine’s backers 
have collectively provided around 

$126 billion in weapons and military 
assistance, including more than $66.5 
billion from the US.

The United States hasn’t chaired a 
meeting of the Ukraine Defense Con-
tact Group since the Trump adminis-
tration took offi ce in January.

European NATO allies are con-
cerned that the US might withdraw 
troops from Europe to focus on the 
Indo-Pacifi c. French President Emma-
nuel Macron has warned that abandon-
ing Ukraine would erode US credibil-
ity in deterring any confl ict with China 
over Taiwan.

It is the latest in a series of steps that 
the US has taken to distance itself from 
the Ukraine war effort. And it comes 
on the heels of French President Em-
manuel Macron’s warning at the secu-
rity conference last weekend that the 
US and others risk a dangerous double 
standard if their concentration on a po-
tential confl ict with China is done at 
the cost of abandoning Ukraine.

France and other NATO nations are 
concerned that the US is considering 
withdrawing troops from Europe to 
shift them to the Indo-Pacifi c. Macron 
said abandoning Ukraine would even-
tually erode US credibility in deterring 
any potential confl ict with China over 
Taiwan.

Mayor Freddie O’Connell speaks with members of the Rotary Club of 
Nashville on June 2, in Nashville, Tenn. (AP)

5 nations win seats on United Nations Security Council Cologne starts its biggest evacuation
since 1945 to defuse WWII bombs

UNITED NATIONS, June 4, (AP): 
Five countries won seats on the United 
Nations Security Council on Tuesday 
in uncontested elections and will start 
serving two-year terms in January on 
the U.N.’s most powerful but deeply 
divided body.

The 193-member General Assembly 
held a secret-ballot vote for the fi ve 
rotating seats on the 15-member coun-
cil. Bahrain received 186 votes, Congo 
183 votes, Liberia 181 votes, Colom-
bia 180 votes and Latvia 178 votes.

This will be the fi rst time on the coun-
cil for Latvia, which was forcibly incor-
porated into the Soviet Union and gained 
independence again after its collapse in 
1991. Latvian Foreign Minister Baiba 
Braže told reporters after the vote her 
Baltic nation is ready for the responsibil-
ity, saying, “Our historical experience 
puts us in the position to understand, 
empathize with, and forge partnerships 
across every region in the world.”

“We know the value of freedom,” 
she said. “We know the fragility of 
peace and the power of multilateralism 
to safeguard it.”

Braže said Latvia will spare no ef-
fort to achieve just and lasting peace 
in Ukraine and to alleviate suffering 
in the Middle East, Gaza, Africa and 
other confl icts around the globe.

Bahrain will be the Arab representa-
tive on the council, and Foreign Minister 
Abdullatif bin Rashid Al Zayani said his 
country’s election to the council for a 
second time reinforces its determination 
to be “a proactive contributor” to inter-
national peace and security.

“Our goal is to fortify peace and 
stability within our region,” Al Zayani 
said, stressing that resolving the dec-
ades-old Palestinian-Israeli confl ict is 
“the cornerstone for achieving peace in 
the region.”

The immediate requirement, he 
said, is a ceasefi re and massive infl ux 
of humanitarian aid into Gaza, the re-
lease of all hostages taken from Israel 
on Oct. 7, 2023, and progress toward a 
two-state solution and “a viable state 
of Palestine.”

The Security Council is mandated 
in the UN Charter with ensuring inter-
national peace and security, but it has 
failed in the two major confl icts be-
cause of the veto power of Russia on 
Ukraine and the United States.

COLOGNE, Germany, June 4, (AP): 
More than 20,000 residents were be-
ing evacuated from part of Cologne’s 
city center on Wednesday as specialists 
prepared to defuse three unexploded 
U.S. bombs from World War II that 
were unearthed earlier this week.

Even 80 years after the end of the 
war, unexploded bombs dropped dur-
ing wartime air raids are frequently 
found in Germany.

Disposing of them sometimes entails 
large-scale precautionary evacuations 
such as the one on Wednesday, though 
the location this time was unusually 
prominent and this is Cologne’s biggest 
evacuation since 1945. There have been 
bigger evacuations in other cities.

Authorities on Wednesday morning 
started evacuating about 20,500 resi-
dents from an area within a 1,000-me-
ter (3,280-foot) radius of the bombs, 
which were discovered on Monday 
during preparatory work for road 
construction. They were found in the 
Deutz district, just across the Rhine 
River from Cologne’s historic center.

As well as homes, the area in-
cludes 58 hotels, nine schools, sev-

eral museums and offi ce buildings 
and the Messe/Deutz train station. It 
also includes three bridges across the 
Rhine - among them the heavily used 
Hohenzollern railway bridge, which 
leads into Cologne’s central station 
and is being shut during the defusal 

work itself. Shipping on the Rhine will 
also be suspended. The plan is for the 
bombs to be defused during the course 
of the day. When exactly that happens 
depends on how long it takes for au-
thorities to be sure that everyone is out 
of the evacuation zone.

Annalena Baerbock of Germany addresses the United Nations General As-
sembly after she was elected as president of the 80th session of the body 

on June 2, 2025. (AP)

One of the three unexploded bombs from the Second World War is fenced 
off with screens as specialists prepare to defuse them in Cologne on June 

3. (AP)

NATO Secretary General Mark 
Rutte speaks during a media con-
ference prior to a meeting of the 
Ukraine Defense Contact Group 
at the NATO headquarters in Brus-

sels, on June 4. (AP)

Smoke billows from Mount Etna volcano, Italy on June 2. (AP)

Sicily’s Mount Etna erupts with columns of smoke, ash
Sicily’s Mount Etna put on a fi ery show Monday, 
sending a cloud of smoke and ash several kilom-
eters (miles) into the air, but offi cials said the activ-
ity posed no danger to the population.

The level of alert due to the volcanic activity 
was raised at the Catania airport, but no immedi-
ate interruptions were reported. An offi cial update 
declared the ash cloud emission had ended by the 
afternoon.

Italy’s INGV National Institute of Geophysics and 
Volcanology said the spectacle on Europe’s most 

active volcano was caused when part of the south-
east crater collapsed, resulting in hot lava fl ows. It 
was the 14th eruptive phase in recent months.

The area of danger was confi ned to the summit 
of Etna, which was closed to tourists as a precau-
tion, according to Stefano Branca, an INGV offi cial 
in Catania.

Sicily’s president, Renato Schifani, said lava 
fl ows emitted in the eruption had not passed the 
natural containment area, “and posed no danger to 
the population.” (AP)



INTERNATIONAL
ARAB TIMES, THURSDAY, JUNE 5, 2025

7

Vietnam scraps 2-child policy as aging
threatens economic growth

HANOI, Vietnam, June 4, (Agencies): 
Vietnam has abolished its long-stand-
ing two-child limit on Tuesday to try 
and reverse declining birth rates and 
ease the pressures of an aging popula-
tion.

The National Assembly passed 
amendments scrapping rules that limit 
families to having one or two children, 
state media Vietnam News Agency re-
ported on Wednesday.

Vietnamese families are having 
fewer children than ever before. The 
birth rate in 2021 was 2.11 children 
per woman, just over the replacement 
rate required for a population to avoid 
shrinking over the long term. Since 
then, the birth rate has steadily de-
clined: to 2.01 in 2022, 1.96 in 2023 
and 1.91 in 2024.

Vietnam isn’t the only Asian coun-
try with low fertility. But, unlike Ja-
pan, South Korea or Singapore, it is 
still a developing economy.

Nguyen Thu Linh, 37, a marketing 
manager in Vietnam’s capital Hanoi, 
said that she and her husband decided 
to have only one child because she and 
her husband wanted to ensure that they 
could give their 6-year-old son the best 
education and upbringing that they 
could afford.

“Sometimes, I think about having 
another child so my son can have a 
sibling, but there’s so much fi nancial 
and time pressure if you have another 

child.”
Vietnam introduced rules block-

ing families from having more than 
two children in 1988, with the idea 
that women would spend less time on 
childcare and more time working.

Vietnam’s “golden population” pe-
riod - when working age people out-
number those who depend on them 
- began in 2007 and is expected to 
last until 2039. The number of peo-
ple who can work is likely to peak in 
2042 and, by 2054, the population may 
start shrinking. All of this could make 
it harder to grow the economy, since 
there will be fewer workers while the 
cost of supporting the needs of the el-
derly grows.

Birth rates in Vietnam aren’t fall-
ing evenly. In Ho Chi Minh City - the 
country’s biggest city and economic 
hub - the fertility rate in 2024 was just 
1.39 children per woman, much lower 
than the national average. At the same 
time, nearly 12% of the city’s popula-
tion was over 60, putting pressure on 
welfare services. To help, local of-
fi cials started offering about $120 to 
women who have two children before 
turning 35 last December.

Vietnam is also dealing with a unbal-
anced gender ratio, partly because due 
long-standing preferences for sons.

Doctors aren’t allowed to tell par-
ents the baby’s sex before birth, and 
sex-selective abortions are banned.

On Tuesday, the health ministry 
proposed tripling the fi ne for choos-
ing a baby’s sex before birth to $3,800, 
state media reported.

China imposed a one-child policy in 
1979 amid worries about overpopula-
tion. But as the country faces growing 
concerns about the long-term econom-
ic and societal challenges of an aging 
population, it has been slowly easing 
the policy to allow a second child and 
then a third child in 2021, but with lit-
tle success at boosting birthrates.

Also:
HANOI: Individuals who head agencies 
or units where corruption or wasteful-
ness has occurred will not be nomi-
nated as candidates for the 2026-2031 
term of the National Assembly (NA) 
and People’s Councils at all levels, the 
Politburo of the Communist Party of 
Vietnam announced on Tuesday.

The statement was part of a newly 
issued Politburo directive guiding the 
preparation and leadership of the up-
coming election.

According to the directive, individu-
als currently under inspection or inves-
tigation for signs of violations will also 
be excluded from the list of candidates.

Vietnam’s national election, sched-
uled for March 15, 2026, will elect 
deputies to the 16th NA and members 
of People’s Councils at all levels for 
the 2026-2031 term.

Children hold Vietnam’s and France’s fl ags at the welcome ceremony for French President Emmanuel Macron at 
the Presidential Palace in Hanoi, Vietnam on May 26. (AP)

Russia’s top security offi cial in N.Korea for talks on Putin’s war in Ukraine

S.Korea’s new President Lee vows to pursue talks with North, bolster ties with US
SEOUL, South Korea, June 4, (AP): 
South Korea’s new President Lee Jae-
myung vowed Wednesday to restart 
dormant talks with North Korea and 
bolster a trilateral partnership with the 
U.S. and Japan, as he laid out key pol-
icy goals for his single, fi ve-year term.

Lee, who rose from childhood pov-
erty to become South Korea’s leading 
liberal politician vowing to fi ght ine-
quality and corruption, began his term 
earlier Wednesday, hours after win-
ning a snap election that was triggered 
in April by the removal of then-Presi-
dent Yoon Suk Yeol over his ill-fated 
imposition of martial law late last year.

In his inaugural address at the Na-
tional Assembly, Lee said that his gov-
ernment will deal with North Korean 
nuclear threats and its potential mili-
tary aggressions with “strong deter-
rence” based on the South Korea-U.S. 
military alliance. But he said he would 
“open a communication channel with 
North Korea and establish peace on the 
Korean Peninsula through talks and 
cooperation.”

He said he’ll pursue pragmatic di-
plomacy with neighboring countries 
and boost trilateral Seoul-Washington-
Tokyo cooperation.

“Through pragmatic diplomacy 
based on national interests, we will 
turn the crisis posed by the major shift 
in global economic and security land-
scapes into an opportunity to maxi-
mize our national interests,” Lee said.

It was unclear whether Lee’s election 

would cause any major, immediate shift 
in South Korea’s foreign policy. Lee, 
previously accused by critics of tilting 
toward China and North Korea and away 
from the U.S. and Japan, has recently re-
peatedly stressed South Korea’s alliance 
with the US as the foundation of its for-
eign policy and avoided any contentious 
remarks that would raise questions on 
his views on the U.S. and Japan.

“We’ll have to now see if the pres-
sures of offi ce will cause Lee Jae-
myung to govern from the center - at 
least when it comes to matters of na-
tional security and the alliance with the 
United States,” said Ankit Panda, an 
expert with the Carnegie Endowment 
for International Peace.

“It’s hard to predict with absolute 
certainty how he will deal with the US, 
North Korea, Japan and China because 
he’s changed his position so much,” 
said Duyeon Kim, a senior analyst at 
the Washington-based Center for a 
New American Security. “We can ex-
pect tensions if his government doesn’t 
align with Washington’s approach to 
China and Japan.”

The toughest external challenges 
awaiting Lee are US President Don-
ald Trump’s tariff policy and North 
Korea’s expanding military partner-
ships with Russia. But experts earlier 
said whoever becomes president can’t 
do much to secure major progress in 
South Korea’s favor on those issues.

The U.S. and Japan said they con-
gratulated Lee’s election and ex-

pressed their commitments to develop-
ing three-way cooperation.

Japanese Prime Minister Shigeru 
Ishiba said he wants to hold summit 
talks with Lee “as early as possible,” 
saying he hopes to further promote 
bilateral ties, both public and commer-
cial. The U.S. State Department said 
that Seoul and Washington share “an 
ironclad commitment” to the alliance.

Chinese President Xi Jinping also 
sent a congratulatory message to Lee, 
saying that Beijing is willing to work 

with Seoul to advance their coopera-
tive partnership for the benefi t of the 
countries’ peoples, according to state 
broadcaster CCTV.

It’s unclear how North Korea would 
react to Lee’s speech, as it has shunned 
any talks with South Korea and the 
U.S. since 2019. North Korea in re-
cent years has supplied weapons and 
troops to support Russia’s war against 
Ukraine, and South Korea, the US and 
their partners suspect Russia might in 
return transfer high-tech technologies 

to North Korea to help it perfect its nu-
clear weapons program.

Russia’s Tass news agency said 
Wednesday that top Russian security 
offi cial Sergei Shoigu has arrived in 
Pyongyang for a meeting with North 
Korean leader Kim Jong Un, in the 
latest sign of the countries’ booming 
exchanges.

Lee has said he would support 
Trump’s moves to restart nuclear di-
plomacy with Kim Jong Un as part of 
efforts to engage with North Korea. 
North Korea hasn’t publicly responded 
to Trump’s outreach.

“Lee and Trump would person-
ally want to resume dialogue with 
Kim Jong Un. But North Korea has 
no incentive to talk to Washington or 
Seoul,” said Duyeon Kim, the analyst. 
“Pyongyang has Beijing and Mos-
cow’s support both politically and eco-
nomically, and can buy a lot of time 
to further perfect its nuclear weapons.”

Later Wednesday, Lee nominated 
former Unifi cation Minister Lee Jong-
seok, a dove who favors greater rap-
prochement with North Korea, as his 
spy chief. The nomination is likely 
related to Lee Jae-myung’s hopes to 
reopen talks, as the National Intel-
ligence Service previously played a 
behind-the-scene role to promote ties 
with North Korea, observers say.

Also:
MOSCOW: Russia’s top security offi -
cial was in North Korea on Wednesday 

for talks with the country’s leader, the 
Russian Tass news agency reported, 
the latest sign of the two autocratic 
countries’ alignment over Vladimir 
Putin’s war in Ukraine.

North Korea’s Kim Jong Un and 
Russian Security Council Secretary 
Sergei Shoigu are expected to dis-
cuss details on the strategic partner-
ship agreement between Moscow and 
Pyongyang, which Kim and Putin 
signed in June 2024.

The talks will also touch on “issues 
on the international agenda, including 
the situation around Ukraine,” Rus-
sian media reported, citing the Secu-
rity Council’s press team. Shoigu, for-
merly Russia’s defense minister, last 
traveled to Pyongyang in late March.

In April, the Kremlin confi rmed 
that North Korean troops are fi ght-
ing alongside Russian forces to repel 
a Ukrainian incursion into Russia’s 
Kursk border region.

At the time, Putin praised North 
Korean soldiers who he said stood 
“shoulder to shoulder with Russian 
fi ghters, defended our Motherland as 
their own.”

Ukraine’s President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy had said in January that 
Ukrainian forces captured two North 
Korean soldiers fi ghting alongside 
Russian forces in Kursk - the fi rst such 
claim by Kyiv since North Korea sent 
thousands of troops to shore up Mos-
cow’s war effort on the other side of 
the world.

South Korean new President Lee Jae-Myung takes oath during his inaugu-
ration ceremony at the National Assembly in Seoul, South Korea on June 

4. (AP)

‘Increase quota for government jobs’

Brazil’s Lula signs law to expand affi rmative action
SAO PAULO, June 4, (AP): Bra-
zil’s President Luiz Inácio Lula da 
Silva signed a new law to expand 
the country’s affi rmative action pol-
icies, increasing the quota for gov-
ernment jobs reserved for Blacks 
from 20% to 30% and adding In-
digenous people and descendants of 
Afro-Brazilian enslaved people as 
benefi ciaries.

The changes apply to candidates 
applying for permanent and public 
employment positions across Bra-
zil’s federal administration, agen-
cies, public foundations, public 
companies and state-run mixed-
capital companies. As approved by 
Congress, the quota will be revised 
in 2035.

“It is important to allow this 
country for one day to have a so-
ciety refl ected in its public offi ces, 
in the Prosecutors’ Offi ce, in the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, in the 
Attorney-General’s Offi ce, in the 
Internal Revenue Service, every-
where,” Lula said at the presidential 
palace in the capital, Brasilia. “We 
still have few women, few Black 
people, almost no Indigenous peo-
ple.”

Brazil’s fi rst law on racial quotas 
for government jobs was approved 
in 2014 by then President Dilma 

Rousseff, and it extended to public 
administration positions an affi rma-
tive action policy that was in place 
for access to state-run universities.

Brazil’s government said in a 
statement that Blacks and mixed-
race people held 25% of top govern-
ment jobs in 2014, a fi gure that rose 
to 36% in 2024.

“Still, Black people are under-

represented in the public service 
and hold lower-wage positions,” the 
government added.

Management and Innovation 
Minister Esther Dweck said the new 
law was needed due to a low num-
ber of new government jobs being 
opened for candidates in the last 
decade, when the previous quota 
was in place.

Brazil’s President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva attends a meeting with 
Chinese President Xi Jinping (not pictured) at the Great Hall of the 

People in Beijing, China on May 13. (AP)

Civilian casualties mount in S.Sudan
as army clashes with local militias

Several feared dead in stampede outside 
cricket stadium in India’s Bengaluru

AKOBO, South Sudan, June 4, (AP): Wiyuach Makuach sat 
on her bed in a dimly lit ward of a hospital near South Sudan 
’s border with Ethiopia and rested her remaining arm in her 
lap as she recalled the airstrike that took her other arm and 
nearly killed her.

“Everything was on fi re,” she said in an interview at the 
hospital in the border town of Akobo where she was being 
treated for her injuries.

The bombing happened on May 3 at another hospital in 
the northern community of Fangak where she had traveled 
to be with her 25-year-old son while he sought treatment for 
tuberculosis. A series of strikes there, including several at 
the Doctors Without Borders facility, killed seven people.

“I ran outside and started rubbing mud on myself to stop 
the burning,” Makuach said.

Makuach, 60, is just one of the dozens of civilians who 
aid groups say have been killed or badly injured by air-
strikes in recent weeks as South Sudan’s army clashes with 
militia groups across the country. The army says it targets 
only combatants, and has not commented on civilian casu-
alties.

“The army displaced us and our families into the bush and 
that’s when we decided we would fi ght back,” said Gatkuoth 
Wie, 24, who was wounded while fi ghting in northern Jon-
glei State.

The fi ghting has led to U.N. warnings that South Sudan is 
again on the brink of civil war. Meanwhile, U.S. President 
Donald Trump’s administration is seeking to send to South 
Sudan a group of eight deportees from Cuba, Vietnam and 
elsewhere who have been convicted in the U.S. of serious 
crimes, sparking a legal fi ght that has reached the Supreme 
Court.

Also:
CAIRO: An attack on an aid convoy in Sudan’s Darfur re-
gion left fi ve people dead and several wounded, the United 
Nations said Tuesday, and the warring parties in the north-
east African nation traded blame for the attack.

The attack on the 15-truck convoy carrying desperately 
needed food and nutrition supplies came Monday night near 
the Rapid Support Forces-controlled town of Koma in North 
Darfur province. It was trying to reach besieged el-Fasher 
city, according to a joint statement from the World Food 
Program and UNICEF. Both agencies called for an investi-
gation into the attack.

BENGALURU, India, June 4, (AP): Several people were 
feared dead and many more injured in a stampede on 
Wednesday as crowds tried to enter a cricket stadium in 
southern India’s Karnataka state.

The crush happened as thousands of cricket fans gathered 
outside the M. Chinnaswamy Stadium in Bengaluru city 
to celebrate the winners of the Indian Premier League, the 
world’s most popular T20 cricket tournament.

Indian authorities didn’t immediately confi rm the num-
ber of deaths. India’s NDTV broadcaster reported at least 
11 people had died in the crush, while The Times of India 
newspaper reported seven dead.

Local TV news channels showed some people stretched 
out on the ground and emergency personnel carrying people 
into ambulances.

Cricket fans had come out to celebrate Royal Challengers 
Bengaluru’s fi rst Indian Premier League title win on Tues-
day.

D.K. Shivakumar, the deputy chief minister of Karnataka 
state, told reporters that “the crowd was very uncontrollable.”

The Board of Control for Cricket in India, which organ-

izes the IPL, in a statement called the incident “unfortunate.”
“This is a negative side of popularity. People are crazy for 

their cricketers. The organizers should have planned it bet-
ter,” BCCI secretary Devajit Saikia said.

Medical staff with the International Committee of the 
Red Cross (ICRC) and South Sudan Red Cross carry 
a weapon-wounded patient in Akobo, South Sudan on 

May 24. (AP)

An ambulance arrives at the M. Chinnaswamy Stadium 
as fans gather to celebrate Royal Challengers Bengal-
uru cricketers, winners of the Indian Premier League, in 

Bengaluru, India on June 4. (AP)

Africa

ICC upholds in absentia hearing for Kony: Ap-
peals judges at the International Criminal Court gave a fi nal 
greenlight Tuesday for the tribunal’s fi rst in absentia hear-
ing by allowing the next step in pro-
ceedings against notorious fugitive 
Ugandan rebel leader Joseph Kony.

The Hague-based court has sched-
uled a so-called confi rmation of 
charges hearing at which prosecutors 
will present evidence in September 
to back up charges of war crimes 
and crimes against humanity against 
Kony, despite his whereabouts being 
unknown.

Kony, the leader of the brutal 
Lord’s Resistance Army, faces doz-
ens of counts of crimes against hu-
manity and war crimes, including murder, sexual enslave-
ment and rape.

The ICC’s rules do not allow trials entirely in absentia 
but can in some circumstances move forward with a confi r-
mation of charges even if the suspect is not in custody. (AP)

❑        ❑        ❑

5 inmates killed in Ivory Coast prison: Five inmates 

at an Ivory Coast prison were killed when a routine search 
turned into a violent clash, authorities said on Wednesday.

Prisoners in Bouake, the country’s second largest city, 
reacted with “hostility” to a routine search for prohibited 
items on Tuesday, public prosecutor Abel Nangbelé Yeo 
said in a statement. Five prisoners were killed and 29 peo-
ple, including six prison offi cers and 23 prisoners, were in-
jured, the statement added.

When security offi cers arrived in the building, they were 
attacked by prisoners armed with clubs, machetes, and oth-
er blunt objects, the statement said.

The offi cers fi red warning shots “to cover their retreat,” 
the statement added, without providing details on how pris-
oners were killed. (AP)

❑        ❑        ❑

Dozens of soldiers killed at Mali base: Extremists 
have killed dozens of soldiers in an attack on a military base 
in Mali, civil society and military sources said Tuesday, in 
the latest militant violence in West Africa’s restive Sahel 
region.

The attack on Sunday on the base in Boulkessi, near the 
border with Burkina Faso, killed at least 60 soldiers and 
wounded 40 more, a civil society activist in the area told 
The Associated Press. They spoke on condition of anonym-
ity because they were not authorized to talk to reporters.

The al-Qaida-linked JNIM group claimed responsibility. 
(AP)

Kony
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Kuwait crude inches up 37 cents to $64.93 pb
KUWAIT CITY, June 4, (KUNA): Kuwait 
crude oil edged 37 cents higher during Tues-
day’s trading to reach USD 64.93 per barrel 
compared with USD 64.56 pb the day be-

fore, Kuwait Petroleum Corporation (KPC) 
said Wednesday. Brent futures dropped 23 
cents to USD 65.40 pb and West Texas In-
termediate lost 25 cents to USD 63.16 pb.

Event aligns with Kuwait Vision 2035 and ESG goals

Gulf Bank hosts fi re safety workshop for employees with Kuwait Fire Force
KUWAIT CITY, June 4: As part of its ongoing commitment 
to promoting safety awareness, Gulf Bank recently organ-
ized a fi re safety awareness workshop for its employees, in 
collaboration with the Kuwait Fire Force.

The session was led by Major Mohammed Aseeri from 
the General Department of Public Relations and Media, who 
addressed several key topics related to safety procedures, 
emergency response strategies, and fi re prevention methods 
in enclosed spaces.

The workshop covered essential information about the most 
common causes of fi res and how to prevent them. It also high-
lighted the proper actions to take in the event of a fi re until 
emergency teams arrive on site. Emphasis was placed on the 
importance of quick and informed responses, as well as the cor-
rect use of safety equipment available on the premises. This ini-
tiative refl ects Gulf Bank’s ongoing commitment to maintain-
ing a safe and healthy workplace, while enhancing employee 
awareness on how to respond effectively in emergency situa-
tions, in collaboration with offi cial safety authorities.

Towards the end of the session, Gulf Bank presented a 
commemorative plaque to the representatives of the Kuwait 
Fire Force, in recognition of their crucial role in protecting 
the community and their courageous efforts in safeguarding 
lives and property.

Gulf Bank aims to be Kuwait’s leading bank, fostering a 
diverse and inclusive workplace to deliver exceptional cus-

tomer service while contributing sustainably to the commu-
nity. Through its extensive branch network and innovative 
digital services, the Bank empowers customers to conduct 
banking transactions conveniently and effi ciently, ensuring a 

seamless experience.
In alignment with Kuwait Vision 2035, “New Kuwait,” 

and its commitment to fostering collaborative partnerships, 
Gulf Bank is dedicated to driving robust sustainability ini-

tiatives across environmental, social, and governance (ESG) 
dimensions. The Bank is committed to implementing stra-
tegically selected and diverse sustainability programs both 
internally and externally.

Group photo with fi re offi cials after the awareness workshop. Major Mohammed Aseeri explains to bank employees the causes of 
the fi res.

Kuwaiti real estate transactions up 
24% in May, hitting KD387 million

May sees 530 property deals

By Marwa Al-Bahrawi
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, June 4: Real estate trans-
actions in May recorded a monthly growth 
in the value of various types of real estate 
by 24.3 percent or KD 94.384 million; 
reaching KD387.18 million with a total of 
530 transactions, compared to KD292.797 
million in April.

Meanwhile, the value of real estate transactions 
decreased year-on-year by 6.24 percent or KD25.803 
million and the number of transactions increased by 
19.8 percent or 105 transactions, compared to 425 
transactions worth KD412.984 million in May 2024.

The newspaper obtained a copy of the monthly report on 
real estate transactions from the Documentation and Real 
Estate Registration Department in the Ministry of Justice.  

The report confi rmed the registration of 530 real estate 
transactions in May -- 390 private transactions, 125 invest-
ment transactions, six commercial transactions, fi ve craft 
transactions, two warehouse transactions, and one transac-
tion each for shops and the coastal strip.

Private real estate transactions witnessed a 2.6 percent 
growth in number and a 21 percent growth in value with 
a total of 390 transactions worth KD158.677 million, com-
pared to 380 transactions worth KD125.202 million in April.

On an annual basis, private real estate transactions record-
ed a 24.3 percent growth in number and a 15 percent growth 
in value compared to May 2024, which had 295 transactions 

worth KD134.811 million.
Investment real estate transactions recorded a monthly 

growth of 2.5 percent in number and 28.4 percent in value 
with a total of 125 transactions worth KD185.847 million, 
compared to 122 transactions worth KD132.982 million in 
April.

The value of investment real estate transactions jumped 
159 percent year-on-year (to KD114.119 million) and 17.6 
percent in number (22 transactions); compared to May 2024 
when the number of transactions totaled 103, valued at 
KD71.728 million.

Commercial real estate witnessed a striking contrast be-
tween monthly and annual trading activities. While the val-
ue of real estate transactions increased by 166 percent on a 
monthly basis and 33.3 percent in number, with a total of 
six transactions worth KD 22.062 million compared to four 
transactions worth KD8.290 million previously; the volume 
of transactions decreased by 70 percent year-on-year and 
86.6 percent in value, with a total of 20 transactions worth 
KD164.526 million.

Despite the 44.4 percent decrease in the number of com-
mercial real estate transactions in May (four deals) compared 
to the number of transactions in April, the trading value of 
commercial transactions jumped by 11.7 percent (KD1.276 
million). 

The number of commercial transactions in May reached 
fi ve, worth KD10.945 million; compared to nine deals worth 
KD9.669 million in April.

The craft real estate also witnessed a signifi cant year-
on-year increase in the number and value of transactions, 
increasing by 60 percent and 191 percent respectively; com-
pared to May 2024 that had three deals worth KD3.765 mil-
lion.

Through its multiple e-channels

Kuwait Finance House continues to 
serve customers during Eid holiday
KUWAIT CITY, June 4: Kuwait Finance House (KFH) con-
tinues to provide its banking services around the clock, online 
and through digital platforms, during Eid Al-Adha holiday. 
Most banking services are available across several channels, 
including online applications, KFH Go smart branches located 
in many important areas, and KFH’s social media accounts, 
alongside numerous e-service channels leveraging the best 
FinTech tools and digital platforms.

KFHOnline app features a sleek, modern design with smart 
banking services. KFH has carried out a comprehensive up-
date to its app, reaffi rming its dedication to digital transforma-
tion and excellence in providing advanced fi nancial solutions. 
These solutions meet customer needs and deliver seamless 
banking experience. This move also underscores the Bank’s 
outstanding execution of its digital transformation strategy.

KFHOnline provides access to more than 200 banking ser-
vices. Additionally, KFH smart hybrid branches offer other 
services. Accordingly, KFH customers have the fl exibility to 
either interact directly with an employee or use state-of-the-art 
self-service devices.

KFH Go smart branches, a smart banking channel, trans-
forms routine transactions into automated processes at an 
innovative branch, empowering customers to effi ciently ben-
efi t from 80% of the services typically available at traditional 
branches.

KFH Go smart branches include the XTM device, which al-
lows direct video calls with service personnel, as well as ATMs 
and cash deposit machines. The cash deposit machines accept 
up to 300 notes per transaction.

Moreover, customers can conduct a variety of interactive 
banking transactions through KFH Go branches located in 
various places in Kuwait, including Kuwait International Air-
port. These services include: establishing Murabaha transac-
tions, requesting credit and prepaid cards, updating data and 
phone numbers, activating bank cards, opening deposits and 
accounts, instant cheque and card printing, receiving gold bis-
cuits (10 grams), opening (gold, savings, Al-Rabeh, electron) 
accounts, online gold purchase and sell, cardless withdrawals 
using QR code through mobile, or by using Civil ID or phone 
number, in addition to many other fi nancing and banking ser-
vices conducted quickly, easily and safely.

KFH’s e-banking services are characterized by their high 
effi ciency, ease of use, and safety, as refl ected in the number of 
electronic banking operations that KFH customers carried out 
via KFHOnline.

These e-banking services encompass a wide array of digi-
tal functionalities, including opening additional bank account 
in foreign currency or Kuwaiti dinars without a branch visit, 
instant virtual prepaid card issuance, viewing PINs and other 
credit and ATM card details, activating and temporarily sus-
pending bank cards, managing supplementary card limits, 
facilitating local and telex transfers, opening deposits, adding 
benefi ciaries, balance inquiries, cheque book requests, open-
ing and trading gold accounts, gifting gold, requesting and 
checking fi nancing obligations and installments, perusing in-
vestment plans, receiving account balances and deposit sum-
maries, and managing children’s accounts through the Baiti 
Online service.

KFH launched the Live FX Pricing, instant cross-border 
payments service at KFH-Turkey using Ripple’s technology 
and digital Wallet service through smart mobiles and watches 
which provides advanced and smart digital payment methods 
according to highly developed security standards in coopera-
tion with Samsung, Fitbit and Garmin. The Bank also offered 
instant card issuance within 2 minutes to print KFH new rede-
signed cards.

Call Center
The Call Center continues to provide services around the 

clock, receiving customer calls, addressing their inquiries, 
and responding to them through a qualifi ed and technically 
advanced staff. KFH also provides the automated telephone 
service, 1803333, which operates with the same effi ciency and 
speed to facilitate transfers between accounts, answer inquiries 
about fi nancial transactions, among other services.

Customers outside Kuwait can contact KFH’s call center 
from seven countries (USA, Canada, UK, France, Germany, 
Turkey and Spain) without additional fees. 

To use this service customers can call from the follow-
ing toll-free numbers: USA and Canada (18008188608), UK 
(08000148898), France (0805086620), Germany (08001817080), 

Spain (900905440), and Turkey (908507712154). Local tariff 
charges may be applied in Turkey by local Turkish telecoms com-
panies when calling this number.

This service is free exclusively for mobiles and landlines 
users in the mentioned countries only and doesn’t include the 
(Roaming Service).

Social media channels
KFH’s social media team remains dedicated to addressing 

customer inquiries and assisting them at all hours through the 
offi cial social media accounts (@KFHGroup).

Money transfer and account opening
KFH successfully launched WAMD digital service, allow-

ing customers to send and receive money instantly and for 
free using their mobile numbers, 24/7.KFH also introduced 
the electronic Eidiyah service, which will be available to cus-
tomers during the Eid Al-Adha, enabling them to send Eidiyah 
online with a festive design.

KFH also successfully launched the D-POS device for ac-
count opening, the fi rst-of-its-kind in the market, allowing cus-
tomers to open accounts at KFH immediately and anywhere.

Customers can now open accounts in major currencies 
through KFHOnline; previously, account opening was only 
available at branches. Additionally, KFH has integrated West-
ern Union (WU) services into its app, enabling customers to 
make international transfers directly through the application. 
The Bank also offers instant transfers within the GCC coun-
tries through the AFAQ network on the mobile app, further 
enhancing cross-border payment capabilities for its customers.

Corporate services
KFH launched the fi rst mobile application for corporate 

banking encompassing major services for business develop-
ment, in addition to launching facial recognition technology 
based on biometric identity and other distinguished electronic 
services available through the corporate banking webpage. 

KFH successfully introduced corporate cards, offering three 
different products that cater to the various local and global cor-
porate needs. Key features of these cards include cash with-
drawal and deposit, cheque deposit, access to Point of Sale 
(POS) terminals and online payment gateways (governmen-
tal), both locally and internationally. 

In addition, KFH has introduced corporate credit cards, 
which are among the bank’s distinguished offerings for busi-
ness owners. These cards are linked directly to the company’s 
account, allowing business owners to issue cards to employees 
for seamless expense management. They can be used to cover 
day-to-day business expenses, one-time travel costs, and more.
The corporate credit card helps businesses better manage their 
cash fl ow while offering enhanced control over employee ex-
penditures.

KFH e-channels

Al Ahli Bank of Kuwait provides travel tips 
and safe fi nancial management guidance
KUWAIT CITY, June 4: With the sum-
mer travel season approaching and 
many in Kuwait preparing for their 
vacations, Al Ahli Bank of Kuwait 
(ABK) reaffi rms its strong support for 
the ‘Diraya’ fi nancial awareness cam-
paign, launched by the Central Bank 
of Kuwait and the Kuwait Banking As-
sociation.

Now in its fourth year, the Diraya 
campaign is a vital national initiative 
that aims to strengthen banking and 
fi nancial literacy across the country. 
As travel activity rises, ABK is using 
this opportunity to remind customers 
that fi nancial awareness is a key part 
of travel preparation.

Recognizing that fi nancial well-
being is essential to a stress-free trip, 
ABK encourages travelers to take pro-
active steps to safeguard their fi nances 
before and during their journeys. Sim-
ple actions – like informing the bank 
of travel plans – help ensure smoother 
fraud monitoring when traveling 
abroad. The bank also recommends 
carrying multiple payment options 
(e.g., credit card and prepaid travel 
card) while minimizing the amount of 
cash on hand.

Using secure digital channels is also 
critical while traveling. ABK advises 
against logging into online banking 
over public Wi-Fi and recommends 

using secure networks instead. Cus-
tomers are reminded to watch for un-
expected foreign transaction or ATM 
fees, and to use ATMs placed in public, 
visible areas. They should also inspect 
machines for any unusual devices that 
fraudsters might install to steal card 
information.

Given the ongoing rise in cyber 
threats, travelers – especially those 
unfamiliar with local laws – are com-
mon targets. ABK warns customers to 
be cautious with suspicious emails or 
messages requesting personal or bank-
ing details. Even if a message appears 
to come from a known source, it’s 
best to verify independently before re-
sponding.

Another smart step is actively 
monitoring your bank account while 

traveling. ABK’s mobile banking 
app allows users to receive real-time 
transaction alerts, track spending, and 
detect suspicious activity. In case of 
fraud concerns or card loss, customers 
can immediately block cards via the 
app or contact ABK’s call center.

Travel should be a time of fun and 
relaxation. Through its support for the 
Diraya campaign, ABK is committed 
to empowering its customers with the 
knowledge and tools to travel safely 
and manage their money wisely.

ABK’s involvement in the cam-
paign continues year-round, including 
awareness drives, student engagement, 
and digital content aimed at building 
strong fi nancial habits. As summer 
nears, ABK encourages everyone to 
take a moment to plan ahead – not just 
for where they’re going, but for how 
they’ll manage their fi nances when 
they get there.

For more travel tips and safe bank-
ing advice, follow ABK’s offi cial so-
cial media channels or visit eahli.com.

ABK logo

Diraya logo

In cooperation with the Directorate General of Civil Aviation

Kuwait Finance House joins in seeing off pilgrims departing for Hajj
KUWAIT CITY, June 4: As part of its leadership in social responsibility and 
commitment to participating in all national and religious occasions, Kuwait Fi-
nance House (KFH) saw off pilgrims departing for Hajj at Kuwait International 
Airport in cooperation with the Directorate General of Civil Aviation. 

KFH Public Relations team organized a farewell reception for the pilgrims at 
Kuwait Airport terminals (T1) and (T4), providing them with thoughtful souve-
nirs and Hajj essentials that would be useful during their pilgrimage. The team 

extended KFH’s heartfelt wishes for a blessed journey and a safe return home. 
The pilgrims expressed their sincere appreciation for KFH’s thoughtful ini-

tiative, highlighting the Bank’s dedication to reinforcing the spiritual atmos-
phere surrounding the Hajj season and sharing the joy of this sacred occasion 
with the pilgrims.

KFH’s participation refl ects its commitment to supporting initiatives that 
serve the community and reinforce its leadership in social responsibility. Hajj 

holds signifi cant religious and cultural value, both for KFH and the wider com-
munity, as it is one of the most revered rites and the fi fth pillar in Islam. KFH’s 
efforts also complement the remarkable role of the country in supporting pil-
grims and ensuring their comfort and safety.

KFH is committed to leading national and community initiatives through its 
continuous contributions that create a positive impact and strengthen the bond 
between the Bank and the society on every occasion.

The bank team bids farewell to the pilgrims.



NEW YORK, June 4, (AP): 
U.S. President Donald 
Trump hiked nearly all of 
his tariffs on steel and alu-
minum imports to a punish-
ing 50% on Wednesday in a 
move that’s set to hammer 
businesses from automak-
ers to home builders, and 
likely push up prices for 
consumers even further. 

Foreign-made steel and alu-
minum is used in household prod-
ucts like soup cans and paper clips, 
as well as big-ticket items like a 
stainless-steel refrigerators and 
cars. Economists warn that such 
heightened levies could signifi -
cantly squeeze the wallets of both 
companies and shoppers alike. But 
Trump argues that his latest import 
taxes are necessary to protect U.S. 
industries.

The 50% tariffs went into effect 
just after the clock struck midnight on 
Wednesday. The two metals had pre-
viously faced 25% tariffs worldwide 
since mid-March, when Trump’s order 
to remove steel exemptions and raise 
aluminum’s levy from his previously-
imposed 2018 import taxes went into 
effect.

Steel and aluminum from the U.K. 
is the exception. British imports of 
these metals are still levied at 25%, 
per a proclamation issued by Trump on 
Tuesday afternoon, which pointed to a 
recent trade deal reached between the 

two countries. 
Here’s what else we know.
Trump says it’s all about protect-

ing U.S. industries. He reiterated that 
argument on Friday, when he fi rst an-
nounced the 50% tariff on imported 
steel during a visit with steelworkers in 
Pennsylvania, where he also discussed 
a “planned partnership” between U.S. 
Steel and Japan’s Nippon Steel. 

In his speech at U.S. Steel’s Mon 
Valley Works-Irvin Plant in suburban 
Pittsburgh, Trump said that the tariff 
hike would “further secure the steel 
industry in the U.S.” Shortly after, he 
took the same tone when sharing plans 
to also raise tariffs on imported alu-
minum.

In Tuesday’s proclamation, Trump 
also said that the higher tariffs would 
ensure that imported steel and alu-
minum would “not threaten to impair 
the national security.”

“In my judgment, the increased tar-
iffs will more effectively counter for-
eign countries that continue to offl oad 
low-priced, excess steel and aluminum 
in the United States,” he said in the 
proclamation.

While some analysts have credited 
the tariffs Trump imposed during his 
fi rst term with strengthening domes-
tic production of steel and aluminum, 
many others have warned that stark 
new levies can make it diffi cult for the 
industry to adjust. 

Some organizations representing 
metal workers also note that tariffs 
aren’t the only solution needed to boost 
U.S. manufacturing.

“While tariffs, used strategically, 
serve as a valuable tool in balancing the 

scales, it’s essential that we also pur-
sue wider reforms of our global trading 
system,” David McCall, international 
president of the United Steelworkers 
union said in a statement, noting that 
work must be done “in collaboration 
with trusted allies” like Canada - the 
top exporter of steel and aluminum to 
the U.S. - to help “contain the bad ac-
tors.”

Matt Meenan, vice president of 
external affairs at the Aluminum As-
sociation, added that the trade group 
“appreciates President Trump’s con-
tinued focus on strengthening the U.S. 
aluminum industry,” but that “tariffs 
alone will not increase U.S. primary 
aluminum production.”

“We also need consistent, predict-
able trade and tariff policy to plan 
for current and future investment,” 
Meenan said.

Meanwhile, the American Primary 
Aluminum Association, which advo-
cates for stronger trade enforcement, 
applauded Trump’s latest tariff in-
crease on foreign aluminum.

“For decades, subsidized foreign 
producers have hollowed out domes-
tic aluminum manufacturing,” APAA 
President Mark Duffy said in a state-
ment, calling Trump a “strong leader 
who is fi ghting to rebuild domestic 
manufacturing and protect thousands 
of American aluminum jobs.”

A range of businesses that rely on 
foreign-made steel and aluminum have 
already begun feeling the impacts of 
Trump’s previously-imposed levies. 
But the latest anticipated hikes could 
drive up costs even more.

Steel and aluminum are used in a 
range of products like washing ma-

chines, consumer electronics and cars. 
Much of the auto industry relies on a 
global supply chain. And even if you 
aren’t in the market to buy a new ve-
hicle, repairs could involve parts that 
use imports of either metal, driving 
up overall maintenance and ownership 
costs.

In the grocery aisle, steel and alu-
minum are ubiquitous in the packaging 
for many foods, including canned tuna, 
soup and nuts. Experts warn that hiking 
import taxes on these materials could 
led to higher grocery prices overall, 
further straining consumers wallets.

The aluminum and metal tariffs also 
carry wider implications for construc-
tion and transportation as a whole, as 
many key building parts and materials 
are made with these metals. Econo-
mists further warn of spillover impacts. 
Even if a product isn’t directly pack-
aged in steel or aluminum, there could 
be higher costs to build the shelf it’s 
sold on, for example, or truck used to 
transport it to the store. And all of that 
could trickle down to the consumer 
down the road.

If foreign competition becomes 
“priced out” due to these new tariffs, 
U.S. steel and aluminum producers 
may also fi nd room to raise their own 
prices. As a result, even companies that 
don’t buy these foreign metals could 
end up paying more.

Steel prices have already climbed 
16% since Trump became president in 
mid-January, according to the govern-
ment’s Producer Price Index. And as of 
March 2025, steel cost $984 a metric 
ton in the U.S., signifi cantly higher than 
than in Europe ($690) or China ($392), 
per the U.S. Commerce Department.

BANGKOK, June 4, (AP): Shares advanced Wednesday 
in Europe and Asia after U.S. stocks drifted closer to their 
records. 

Germany’s DAX climbed 0.9% to 24,309.65, while the 
CAC 40 in Paris picked up 0.7% to 7,819.43. Britain’s 
FTSE 100 inched up 0.1% to 8,798.65.

The futures for the S&P 500 and the Dow Jones Indus-
trial Average gained 0.2%. 

South Korea’s Kospi led gains in Asia, jumping 2.7% 
to 2,770.84 after the liberal opposition candidate Lee Jae-
myung was elected president.

Lee’s victory caps months of political turmoil triggered 
by the stunning but brief imposition of martial law by the 
now-ousted conservative leader Yoon Suk Yeol. Top pri-
orities will include government spending and trade nego-
tiations with the United States. 

“Regardless of his political roots, boosting growth will 

be a key challenge. Even before President Trump’s tariffs 
hit exports, the economy contracted by 0.2% quarter on 
quarter, seasonally adjusted, in the fi rst three months of the 
year. The fi gures highlighted fragile business activity and 
private consumption,” Min Joo Kang of ING Economics 
said in a report.

Tokyo’s Nikkei 225 index surged 0.8% to 37,747.45 on 
gains for technology and pharmaceutical companies. 

Toyota Motor Corp.’s shares rose 1.9% after it an-
nounced it was buying Toyota Industries Corp., a maker 
of auto parts and lift trucks, for $33 billion and taking it 
private. Toyota Industries’ shares tumbled nearly 12%. 

Chinese shares were modestly higher. The Hang Seng in 
Hong Kong added 0.6% to 23,654.03, while the Shanghai 
Composite index gained 0.4% to 3,376.20. 

In Australia, the S&P/ASX 200 closed 0.9% higher at 
8,541.80.

WASHINGTON, June 4, (AP): Meta has cut a 20-year deal 
to secure nuclear power to help meet surging demand for ar-
tifi cial intelligence and other computing needs at Facebook’s 
parent company. 

The investment with Meta will also expand the output of a 
Constellation Energy Illinois nuclear plant. 

The agreement announced Tuesday is just the latest in a 
string of tech-nuclear partnerships as the use of AI expands. 
Financial details of the agreement were not disclosed.

Constellation’s Clinton Clean Energy Center was actually 
slated to close in 2017 after years of fi nancial losses but was 
saved by legislation in Illinois establishing a zero-emission 
credit program to support the plant into 2027. The agreement 
deal takes effect in June of 2027, when the state’s taxpayer 
funded zero-emission credit program expires.

With the arrival of Meta, Clinton’s clean energy output 
will expand by 30 megawatts, preserve 1,100 local jobs and 
bring in $13.5 million in annual tax revenue, according to 
the companies. The plant currently powers the equivalent of 

about 800,000 U.S. homes. George Gross, professor of elec-
trical and computer engineering at the University of Illinois. 
estimates that 30 additional megawatts would be enough to 
power a city with about 30,00 residents for one year.

“Securing clean, reliable energy is necessary to continue 
advancing our AI ambitions,” said Urvi Parekh, Meta’s head 
of global energy.

Surging investments in small nuclear reactors comes at a 
time when large tech companies are facing two major demands: 
a need to increase their energy supply for AI and data centers, 
among other needs, while also trying to meet their long-term 
goals to signifi cantly cut greenhouse gas emissions.

Constellation, the owner of the shuttered Three Mile Is-
land nuclear power plant, said in September that it planned 
to restart the reactor so tech giant Microsoft could secure 
power to supply its data centers. Three Mile Island, located 
on the Susquehanna River just outside Harrisburg, Pennsyl-
vania, was the site of the nation’s worst commercial nuclear 
power accident in 1979.
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A voucher worth up to KD 150 for each of the 115 lucky winners

Outlook on the ratings remains ‘Stable’

Bid to meet growing demand

U.S. must invest more in the transmission gridGermany’s DAX climbed 0.9%

The chance to win travel vouchers for NBK-Mastercard
holders when making foreign-currency purchases

Capital Intelligence maintains investment grade rating for Kamco Invest

Jazeera Airways kicks off direct 
fl ights to Damascus from June 9

Meta becomes the latest big tech co. 
turning to nuclear power for AI needs

World shares push higher as US
stocks inch toward their records

KUWAIT CITY, June 4: In line 
with its continuous efforts to enrich 
its customers’ banking experience 
with unique campaigns and excep-
tional rewards that correspond to 
their different lifestyles and needs, 
the National Bank of Kuwait and 
Mastercard are partnering to reward 
115 top spending customers with 
travel vouchers simply for using 
their NBK-Mastercard when spend-
ing in foreign currency during the 
period from June 1 to June 30, 2025.

This offer allows winners the 
chance to win a travel voucher 
worth up to KD 150, provided by 
Mastercard, which can be redeemed 
at more than 500 different airlines 
and over 2.1 million hotels around 
the world.

To get the chance to win, there 
are minimum spending limits dur-
ing the campaign period, according 
to the card used in making the pur-

chases, and they are as follows:
1) Spend a minimum of KD 550 

if they hold any of the following 

cards:
■ NBK-Aura World Mastercard 

Credit Card
■ NBK Miles World Mastercard 

Credit Card
■ World Mastercard Credit Card
■ UEFA Champions League 

World Mastercard Credit Card is-
sued by NBK

2) Spend a minimum of KD 300 
if they hold any of the following 
cards:

■ NBK Platinum Mastercard 
Credit Card

3) Spend a minimum of KD 200 
if they hold any of the following 
cards:

■ NBK Titanium Mastercard 
Credit Card

■ NBK Laki Titanium Master-
card Credit Card

Voucher distribution: 
■ Mastercard Platinum & Tita-

nium: 65 vouchers, valued at KD 

75 each.
■ Mastercard World: 50 vouch-

ers, valued at KD 150 each.
Commenting on this campaign, 

Anwar Al Ballam AVP- Cards Ser-
vices, at Consumer Banking Group, 
at National Bank of Kuwait said: 
“We are keen at NBK on rewarding 
our customers by launching exclu-
sive campaigns around the year that 
guarantee an exceptional and distin-
guished experience for them beyond 
banking services and correspond to 
their different lifestyles and needs.” 

Al Ballam also added: “Through 
this campaign in partnership with 
Mastercard, we strive to celebrate our 
NBK-Mastercard Credit Card and 
NBK-Mastercard Prepaid Card hold-
ers and enable them to gain massive 
benefi ts while helping them turn pur-
chases into memorable trips.”

It is noteworthy that NBK’s 
Credit Cards are the best way to 

make payments, as holders access 
many benefi ts with ease, especially 
while shopping, including NBK Re-

wards and NBK Miles Programs, as 
well as Purchase Protection and Ex-
tended Warranty Services.

KUWAIT CITY, June 4: Kamco Invest, a regional non-
banking financial powerhouse with one of the largest 
AUMs in the region, announced today that Capital In-
telligence Ratings maintained its Long- and Short-Term 
Corporate Ratings of Kamco Invest at ‘BBB’ and ‘A3’, 
respectively. The outlook on the ratings remains ‘Stable’ 
primarily due to Kamco Invest’s leading position in the 
asset management industry, as well as the Company’s 
strong financial position through its funding and liquid-
ity base.

In its report, Capital Intelligence highlighted that the main 
credit strengths for Kamco Invest continue to be the substan-
tial volume of assets under management giving a large and 
normally stable revenue stream, and the growing investment 
banking business. While the earnings contribution from non-
Kuwait geographical expansion has been limited to date, it is 
growing and offers considerable opportunities for the future, 
both in terms of earnings growth and in reducing geographi-
cal concentrations. In the meantime, the real estate platform 
has been generating regular and growing asset management 
fees. 

Further important credit strengths include low leverage 
and debt-equity ratios, particularly on a net basis, and a 
strong and capable management team. The value of the 
wider KIPCO Group is seen as being a major source of 
both asset management funds and IB business, rather than 
as principally being a source of extraordinary support.
The closer ownership and cross-selling with Burgan Bank 
are seen as being a positive development. Burgan Bank 
and other KIPCO group banks could (in case of need) 
be a potential additional source of funding, although as 
a matter of policy all current bank funding comes from 
third-party banks. The overall level of borrowings and net 
debt is expected to fall further this year, in part due to the 
KWD5mn inflow from the favorable legal judgment an-
nounced earlier this quarter.

Faisal Mansour Sarkhou, Chief Executive Offi cer, com-
mented, “This rating is a clear testament to the Company’s 
fi nancial strength, resilient business model, and the effec-
tiveness of our management team. We remain steadfast in 
our commitment to delivering on our responsibilities to 
stakeholders, continuously creating value, and offering in-

novative investment solutions that meet the evolving needs 
of our clients.”

Kamco Invest has assets under management of 
USD16.9bn, making it one of the ten largest asset managers 

in the MENA region according to the latest report issued by 
Forbes Middle East. The Company enjoys a strong fi nancial 
position and healthy capital structure with KWD63.4mn in 
shareholders’ equity as of 31 March 2025.

Sarkhou concluded, “Our strategy remains focused on 
growing our fee and commission income, broadening our 
client base, and strengthening our presence and competitive 
edge across the core markets in which we operate.”

KUWAIT CITY, June 4: Jazeera Air-
ways, Kuwait’s leading low-cost carri-
er, announced the resumption of fl ights 
between Kuwait and Damascus, Syria, 
starting from 9 June 2025. This sig-
nifi cant move marks the restoration of 
direct air connectivity between the two 
nations after a hiatus of over 12 years.

Jazeera Airways previously served 
three destinations in Syria—Damas-
cus, Aleppo, and Deir EzZoor—and 
is now returning to the Syrian capital 
to meet the growing demand for travel 
and reconnection. The relaunch of ser-
vices to Damascus refl ects the airline’s 
commitment to serving over 200,000 
Syrians in Kuwait, the second largest 
Middle Eastern community residing in 
the country.

The service will launch with one 
daily fl ight, with plans to increase to 
twice-daily frequencies before the end 
of the summer travel season. The air-
line also plans to resume operations to 
other Syrian cities in line with antici-
pated market growth.

The fl ights are currently open for 
bookingwith Jazeera Airways offering 
special promotional fares starting from 

just KD 95 one-way and KD 159 re-
turn—giving travelers an affordable op-
portunity to reconnect with Damascus.

Barathan Pasupathi, Chief Executive 
Offi cer, Jazeera Airways commented, 
“We are pleased to restart fl ights be-
tween Kuwait and Damascus, a route 
of immense importance to thousands 
of Syrian nationals living and working 
here. This development goes beyond 
simply restoring air travel—it repre-
sents a renewed bridge of connectivity 
that links families, communities, and 
opportunities. By reinstating this vital 
service, we are not only supporting 
the strong and vibrant Syrian commu-
nity in Kuwait but also reinforcing the 
deep historical, cultural, and economic 
bonds between our two nations. We 
are deeply grateful to all stakeholders 
in both Kuwait and Syria who have 
partnered us in establishing the direct 
connectivity between Kuwait and Da-
mascus.”

With this development, Jazeera Air-
ways reaffi rms its role as a key enabler 
of regional connectivity and a com-
mitted partner to diverse communities 
across its network.

A fl yer of the NBK campaign.

Credit Rating 

Anwar Al Ballam

Faisal Sarkhou

A Jazeera Airways plane in fl ight.

Trump’s promised steel and 
aluminum tariffs go into effect

UK excluded from the heightened taxes
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Music fosters strong cultural ties between Italy and Kuwait.

Ambassador Morini highlights music as cultural bridge between Italy and Kuwait

Italian Embassy hosts concert at AUK celebrating classical and contemporary melodies

Minister honors PakDonors for lifesaving contributions

Showcasing student growth and confidence

ICAIKC hosts ‘Focus Gives Success’
by Dr. Velumani, Thyrocare founder

PakDonors ranks 6th among Kuwait’s 
Top 10 Blood Donation Organizations

IPS hosts inspiring YLP grand finale

KUWAIT CITY, June 4: In a moment of pride for the 
Pakistani community and humanitarian volunteers in Ku-
wait, PakDonors has been ranked 6th among Kuwait’s 
Top 10 Blood Donation Organizations for the year 2024–
2025, as announced by the Central Blood Bank under the 
patronage of the Ministry of Health, Kuwait.

The recognition ceremony was graced by the Honorable 
Minister of Health, Dr. Ahmad Abdul Wahab Al-Awadhi, 
who personally appreciated the efforts of various organiza-
tions contributing to the blood donation cause in Kuwait. 
Representing PakDonors at the event, AbdulWaheed, In-
charge Coordinator, received the award on behalf of the en-
tire team and community.

This marks the fi fth consecutive year that PakDonors has 
earned a place in Kuwait’s Top 10 — a true testament to its 
unwavering dedication, organized efforts, and the generosity 
of its donors and volunteers.

As of April 2025, PakDonors has conducted a total of 27 

blood donation drives, including 3 successful campaigns 
during the past year (2024–2025) alone. These achievements 
refl ect the organization’s growing impact and consistent ser-
vice.

“This award is not just for PakDonors, but for every single 
donor and volunteer who made this journey possible. It is 
a reminder that compassion and community service leave a 
lasting legacy,” said Abdul Waheed during the ceremony.

Since its founding, PakDonors has continued to promote 
its mission to:
■ Raise awareness about the life-saving importance of blood 
donation.
■ Motivate individuals to become regular voluntary donors.
■ Facilitate and respond swiftly to emergency blood needs.

Carrying the slogans; “Every Blood Owner Should Be a 
Blood Donor” and “Humanity Beyond Nationality”, PakDo-
nors proudly serves the people of Kuwait with dedication 
and unity.

KUWAIT CITY, June 4: The Indian Public School in 
Salmiya came alive with energy and inspiration as the 
Youth Leadership Program (YLP) concluded with a 
grand and uplifting fi nale last Thursday evening. A fl ag-
ship initiative of Toastmasters International, the YLP is 
designed to empower young individuals with vital com-
munication and leadership skillsand this event was a cel-
ebration of their growth, transformation, and confi dence.

Over the past few weeks, the participants took part 
in six structured sessions, covering key aspects such as 

speech writing, impromptu speaking, listening skills, 
evaluations, and leadership development. These sessions 
laid a strong foundation for their success and gave them 
the tools to express themselves effectively and fearlessly.

The Grand Finale showcased the results of this training 
through a full-fl edged Toastmasters-style meeting, with 
prepared speeches, Table Topics (impromptu speaking), 
and speech evaluations conducted by the young partici-
pants. Their performances refl ected not just knowledge, 
but remarkable poise and personal development.

10 Indian schools unite for yoga awareness event

FAIPS-DPS hosts ‘Yoga Day’ curtain 
raiser with Indian Embassy support
KUWAIT CITY, June 4: As a prelude 
to the International Day of Yoga, cel-
ebrated annually on 21st June, FAIPS-
DPS, under the guidance of the Em-
bassy of India in Kuwait, organized a 
Yoga Day Curtain Raiser Programme 
on May 27, 2025, at the FAIPS-DPS 
auditorium.

International Yoga Day celebrates 
the physical, mental and spiritual 
benefi ts that yoga has brought to the 
global stage. The event was conducted 
with great enthusiasm, aiming to raise 
awareness about the importance of 
yoga among CBSE school students 
in Kuwait. Students from ten Indian 
schools in Kuwait joined the host 
school in this collective celebration of 
wellness.

The programme began with a brief 
inaugural address by Principal Mr. 
Ravi Ayanoli, who warmly welcomed 
the attendees. In his speech, he em-
phasized the holistic benefi ts of yoga 
in enhancing physical health, mental 
clarity and emotional balance. He also 
encouraged students to incorporate 
yoga into their daily routines for a 
healthier lifestyle.

The curtain raiser featured an in-
troductory session by Mr. Roopesh 
R. Pillai, followed by a series of yoga 
demonstrations led by Mr. Ajay Bho-
bria and a team of four demonstrators 
designated by the Indian Embassy. 
The session included basic asanas 
such as Tadasana, Vrikshasana, and 
Garudasana, as well as simple breath-
ing exercises. The instructors guided 
the participants through a focused 
20-minute yoga session, highlighting 
proper posture, breathing techniques 
and mindfulness.

The Yoga Day Curtain Raiser 
proved to be both enlightening and en-
ergizing, leaving students and teachers 
alike inspired and refreshed. It success-
fully set a positive and spirited tone for 
the upcoming International Yoga Day 
celebrations on June 21.

The programme concluded with a 
note of heartfelt gratitude to the Em-
bassy of India in Kuwait, especially to 
His Excellency Mr. Adarsh Swaika, 
Ambassador of India to Kuwait, for 
his support and encouragement. Ap-
preciation was also extended to the 
principals of all participating schools 
for enabling their students to take part 
in this meaningful initiative.

KUWAIT CITY, June 4: The Institute of Chartered Account-
ants of India Kuwait Chapter (ICAIKC) successfully hosted an 
engaging and motivational Continuing Professional Education 
(CPE) event titled “Focus Gives Success” at the Crowne Plaza 
Hotel, Kuwait. The session featured a captivating keynote ad-
dress by Dr. A. Velumani, Creator of Thyrocare, and drew par-
ticipation from a large number of fi nance professionals, their 
spouse and distinguished guests across Kuwait.

The event was graced by His Excellency Dr. Adarsh Swai-
ka, Ambassador of India to the State of Kuwait, who praised 
ICAIKC’s continuous efforts in advancing professional de-
velopment and strengthening India-Kuwait ties in the fi nan-
cial and corporate sectors.Also in attendance was Mr. Sabah 
Al-Jalawi, Chairman of the Kuwait Accountants and Auditors 
Association (KAAA), who commended the chapter’s commit-
ment to promoting excellence, ethics, and education in the ac-
counting profession.

Dr. Velumani shared his extraordinary journey from humble 
beginnings to building one of India’s most successful diagnos-
tic companies, emphasizing the transformative power of clar-
ity, consistency, and unwavering focus. His session resonated 
deeply with attendees, offering a blend of humor, humility, and 
hard-earned wisdom.

CA Rohit Agarwal, Chairman of ICAIKC and CA Aditya 
Vikram Dhanuka, immediate past Chairman extended heartfelt 
thanks to Dr. Velumani, the dignitaries, and all participating 
members. “Dr. Velumani’s story is a masterclass in resilience 
and vision,” CA Rohit remarked. “It reminded us that success 
doesn’t just come from skill, but from a focused and fearless 
mindset.”

The event concluded with a heartfelt vote of thanks deliv-
ered by CA Andaleeb Girkar. She expressed deep apprecia-
tion to the esteemed speaker, Dr. A. Velumani, for his inspir-
ing and motivational address. Special gratitude was extended 
to the Chief Guest, H.E. Dr. Adarsh Swaika, Ambassador of 
India to Kuwait, and Mr. Sabah Al-Jalawi, Chairman of the 
Kuwait Accountants and Auditors Association (KAAA), along 
with other distinguished guests, attendees, and the dedicated 
organizing committee. She also acknowledged the unwavering 
support of the Chapter’s annual sponsors – NBK, Al Mulla 
Exchange, and Cube Innovators – and thanked the media part-
ners, IndiansinKuwait.com (IIK), Times Kuwait, and Arab 
Times, for their continued collaboration and coverage.

For more information on future events and initiatives, visit 
www.icaikw.org and join ICAIKC in its ongoing journey to-
ward professional excellence.

KUWAIT CITY, June 4: On a wonderful and exceptional evening, the Ital-
ian Embassy hosted a concert at the American University of Kuwait (AUK) 
Auditorium, titled “A Musical Journey Through Classical and Contemporary 
Italian Melodies.”

In his speech, the Italian Ambassador, Lorenzo Morini, expressed his grati-
tude to the American University of Kuwait for hosting the Italian Concert 
once again at the university’s magnifi cent auditorium. He also thanked the 
audience for coming to celebrate Italy and its musical traditions. He said, 
“Yesterday we commemorated the National Day of Italy, the most important 

event for Italy and all the Italian people around the world, and today we are 
going to enjoy together a beautiful concert showcasing some of the most cel-
ebrated melodies of the Italian musical tradition”.

He added, “These songs are a core element of the Italian heritage and most 
of them are also very well-known worldwide, thus representing an ideal 
bridge between Italy and the rest of the world. In other words, thanks to this 
songs, music plays a pivotal role in creating and nourishing the strong bonds 
existing between the people of Italy and, in our case, the people of Kuwait.”

The Ambassador expressed his gratitude to the wonderful artists who enliv-

ened the evening with their captivating and wonderful voices.
The soprano Michela Sburlati, the tenor Paolo Bernardi and the pianist 

Rosalba Lapresentazione gave a truly special performance and a wonderful 
journey into the masterpieces of Italian music and musical arts, perform-
ing a selection of famous songs composed by many great musicians such as 
Michele Novaro, Francesco Paolo Tosti, Ruggero Leoncavallo, Ernesto De 
Curtis, Stanislao Gastaldon, Luigi Ricci, Renato Carusoni, Vincenzo Dani-
bali, Lucio Dalla, Salvatore Cardello, Domenico Modugno and Francesco 
Migliacci.

PakDonors Award 2025.

ICAI Kuwait Chapter hosts motivational CPE event ‘Focus Gives Success’.

Group photo during the event.

Yoga Day curtain raiser inspires wellness and mindfulness among students.
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Kara Young appears at The Metropolitan Museum of 
Art’s Costume Institute benefit gala celebrating the 
opening of the ‘Superfine: Tailoring Black Style’ exhibi-

tion on May 5, 2025, in New York. (AP)

Actress already on a Broadway streak

Young could make Tony history with ‘Purpose’
NEW YORK, June 4, (AP): Don’t bother asking Kara 
Young which one of her roles is her favorite. They’re all 
her favorite.

“Every single time I’m doing a show, I feel like it is the 
most important thing on the planet,” she says. “I don’t have 
a favorite. It’s like this: Every, every single project has held 
its own weight.”

Right now, the weighty project on her mind is Broad-
way’s celebrated “Purpose,” Branden Jacobs-Jenkins’ 
drawing-room drama at the Helen Hayes Theater about an 
accomplished Black family revealing its hypocrisy and fault 
lines during a snowed-in gathering.

“There’s so much in this play,” says Young, who plays 
an outsider who witnesses the implosion. “Like a lot of the 
great writers, he creates these universes in a line or the space 
between the words.”

“Purpose” is set in the Jasper family’s living room in an 
upper-middle-class neighborhood in Chicago. The patriarch 
is Pastor Solomon Jasper, a Civil Rights legend, and his 
steely wife, Claudine.

They are reuniting with their two sons - Junior, a dis-
graced former state senator, recently released after serving 
a prison sentence for embezzling funds, and Naz, who fl ed 
divinity school and is now a nature photographer.

Young plays Aziza, a Harlem-bred social worker who has 

been close friends with Naz but didn’t know anything about 
his family. “This kind of thing never happens to me! I never 
meet famous people and you’ve been famous this whole 
time?” she screams. 

Her awe quickly fades as sibling jealousies, parental frus-
trations, past sins and the pressures of legacy come tumbling 
out over a fraught dinner. There is some slapping.

“We are so susceptible to get angry with the people we 
love the most,” says Young. “What we’re seeing in the less 
than 12 hours of them being together for the fi rst time in 
two years, they’re sitting down and having dinner, and all of 
these things come up, as they often do.”

Nominated
Young’s work has earned her a Tony Award nomination 

and a chance to make history. Already the fi rst Black person 
to be nominated four times consecutively, if she wins, she’ll 
be the fi rst Black performer to win two Tonys in a row. 

Young made her Broadway debut in 2021 in “Clyde’s,” 
was in “Cost of Living” the next year and co-starred oppo-
site Leslie Odom Jr. in 2024’s “Purlie Victorious: A Non-
Confederate Romp Through the Cotton Patch,” winning a 
Tony.

Jacobs-Jenkins calls Aziz in his script a “deeply percep-
tive person and empathetic” and that could also apply to 

Young, She says she closely identifi es with her character in 
“Purpose,” - they’re both Harlem-bred advocates for others, 
hoping to make the planet better.

“I feel connected to that core of her,” says Young. “Every 
single play I’ve done since my 10-minute play festivals, I’m 
always like, ‘Wow, this feels like this can change the world,’ 
you know? And I feel like at the core of Aziza, that’s how 
she feels. She wants to change the world.” 

“Purpose,” directed by Phylicia Rashad, also stars LaT-
anya Richardson Jackson, Harry Lennix, Jon Michael Hill, 
Alana Arenas and Glenn Davis.

Hill, who as Naz also earned a Tony nomination for best 
lead male actor in a play, calls Young “the heart and joy of 
our little family over there at the Helen Hayes.”

“She enters the building and she just makes time for ev-
eryone and is genuinely excited to see people and hear about 
how they’re doing,” he says. “I’ve really never seen anyone 
have as much room in their consciousness and their being for 
everyone she encounters. She approaches every day with joy 
and curiosity and enthusiasm.”

If there’s one story that shows who Young is, it would 
be from the day of the Met Gala, which she and cast 
members of “Purpose” were invited, along with its play-
wright. That same day, Jacobs-Jenkins won the Pulitzer 
Prize for drama.

Literary accolade

LONDON, June 4, (AP): Bernardine Evaristo 
doesn’t like boundaries.

For the Booker Prize -winning novelist, rules 
about genre, grammar or what a working-class bi-
racial woman can achieve are all to be challenged 
and swept away.

Evaristo was announced Wednesday as recipient 
of the 100,000-pound ($135,000) Women’s Prize 
Outstanding Contribution Award for her “trans-
formative impact on literature and her unwavering 
dedication to uplifting under-represented voices.”

Evaristo, 66, received the prize both for her work 
to help promote women and writers of color, and 
for writing that takes in poetry, a memoir and seven 
novels including the Booker-winning “Girl, Wom-
an, Other.”

“I just go wherever my imagination takes me,” 
she said. “I didn’t want to write the kind of novels 
that would take you on a predictable emotional or 
moral journey.”

Evaristo had already explored autobiographi-
cal fi ction, historical settings and alternate realities 
when she won the Booker in 2019 for “Girl Woman, 
Other,” a polyphonic novel told from the point of 
view of a dozen characters, largely Black women, 
with widely varying ages, experiences and sexuali-
ties. 

She was the fi rst woman of African heritage to be 
awarded the prize, which was founded in 1969 and 
has a reputation for transforming writers’ careers. 

When she won, Evaristo was 60 and had been a 
writer for decades. She says the recognition “came 
at the right time for me.”

“Maybe I wouldn’t have handled it so well if I 
was younger,” she told The Associated Press at her 
London home. “It changed my career -- in terms of 
book sales, foreign rights, translation, the way in 
which I was viewed as a writer. Various other op-
portunities came my way. And I felt that I had the 
foundations to handle that.”

Comfortable
Evaristo’s house on a quiet suburban street is 

bright and comfortable, with wooden fl oors, vibrant 
textiles and a large wooden writing desk by the 
front window. Large photos of her Nigerian pater-
nal grandparents hang on one wall. Her work often 
draws on her roots as the London-born child of a 
Nigerian father and white British mother.

Like much of Evaristo’s work, “Girl, Woman, 
Other” eludes classifi cation. She calls it “fusion fi c-
tion” for its melding of poetry and prose into a novel 
that relishes the texture and rhythm of language.

“I kind of dispense with the rules of grammar,” 
she said. “I think I have 12 full stops in the novel.”

If that sounds dauntingly experimental, read-
ers didn’t think so. “Girl, Woman, Other” has sold 
more than 1 million copies and was chosen as one of 
Barack Obama’s books of the year.

Evaristo traces her love of poetry to the church 
services of her Catholic childhood, where she 
soaked up the rhythms of the Bible and sermons, 
“without realizing I was absorbing poetry.”

When she started writing novels, the love of poet-
ry remained, along with a desire to tell stories of the 
African diaspora. One of her fi rst major successes, 
“The Emperor’s Babe,” is a verse novel set in Ro-
man Britain.

“Most people think the Black history of Britain 
only began in the 20th century,” Evaristo said. “I 
wanted to write about a Black presence in Roman 
Britain -- because there was a Black presence in Ro-
man Britain 1,800 years ago.”

Another novel, “Blonde Roots,” is set in an al-
ternative historical timeline in which Africans have 
enslaved Europeans, and was nominated for a major 
science-fi ction award.

“Mr Loverman,” which centers on a closeted gay 
70-something Antiguan Londoner, was an attempt 
to move beyond cliched images of Britain’s postwar 
Caribbean immigrants. It was recently made into 
a BBC television series starring Lennie James and 
Sharon D. Clarke.

Her latest award is a one-off accolade marking 
the 30th anniversary of the annual Women’s Prizes 
for English-language fi ction and nonfi ction.

Evaristo recognized
with Women’s Prize

British author and academic Bernardine Eva-
risto at her home in London, Monday, June 2. 

(AP)

Entertainment

Immersive visuals surround a scene from the film ‘The Matrix’ during a screening of ‘The Matrix in Shared Reality’ on May 28, 2025, at Cosm Los Angeles in Inglewood, Calif. 
(AP)

Bono, ‘Matrix’ take the immersive leap

Immersive tech redefines music, movies
INGLEWOOD, Calif., June 4, (AP): With a mic in hand, 
Bono belts out “Vertigo,” close enough to reach out and 
touch, as if you’re sharing the stage with him at the Beacon 
Theatre in New York.

As he performs, the front row seat experience becomes 
deeply personal, with the U2 frontman seemingly locking 
eyes with you before the camera swings to his side to re-
veal the crowd, pumping their fi sts in excitement. The song’s 
lyrics leap from beneath Bono’s feet through 3D animation, 
gathering around him while hovering over the crowd.

This isn’t your typical concert. It’s an all-access pass into 
Bono’s performance and documentary fi lm “Bono: Stories 
of Surrender,” which premiered last week on Apple TV+ 
and gained new life through the Apple Vision Pro. The de-
vice places viewers right onstage with Bono, delivering it all 
in 8K with spatial audio for a fully immersive 180-degree 
video. 

“There’s a kind of intimacy afforded to us,” said Bono, 
who added that immersive technologies tap into viewers 
senses and emotions more deeply than traditional media. 
“It’s not just being in the room. You can be in your head.” 

These days, experiences like Bono’s concert fi lm have be-
come the next frontier of music, fi lm and live performances. 
Headset devices like the Vision Pro and Meta’s Quest 3, 
alongside next-gen venues such as the Sphere and Cosm, are 
making these experiences borderless, turning every seat into 
the best one in the house.

Some of music’s biggest names - including U2, Metal-
lica, Megan Thee Stallion, Alicia Keys, T-Pain, Phish and 
The Weeknd - have had projects featured on these platforms. 
Even the iconic fi lm “The Matrix” has been reintroduced in 
this immersive space.

“This is the future. These experiences enhance the con-
nection,” said Robert Trujillo, guitarist for Metallica, whose 
powerhouse Mexico City performance was delivered in an 
immersive concert experience through the Vision Pro in 
March. After watching their show on the device, he was in 
awe.

“It almost felt like you could touch the crowd and us,” he 
said. “It was really incredible. The sound is amazing. The 
dynamic ranges from the ambient noises and the crowd. It’s 
a special experience.”

Bono has long embraced innovation and technology to 
forge a connection with U2’s audience. The band’s 2014 al-

bum “Songs of Innocence” was added to every Mac, iPhone, 
iPad, and iPod. In 2023, the foursome became the fi rst band 
to perform at the Sphere, launching a successful residency at 
the $2.3 billion, 366-foot-tall Las Vegas venue that illumi-
nates the city’s skyline.

U2 guitarist The Edge felt the Sphere was a “quantum leap 
forward” in terms of the sensory impacts of a live concert.

Now, with “Stories of Surrender,” Bono goes solo, refl ect-
ing on his life from childhood and family to his career as a 
rock star and activist. It’s the fi rst feature fi lm shot in Apple 
Immersive Video, bringing the artwork from his book “Sur-
render: 40 Songs, One Story” to life with 3D animation. 

Bono even used the Apple Pencil Pro to create images fea-
tured in the fi lm. He believes the immersive technology can 
connect with audiences on a profound level and hopes the 
$3,500 Vision Pro will eventually become more affordable.

Impressive
“All of this is impressive,” he said. “I think about the 

fi lm, when I’m singing about my mother, and (my mother’s 
name) Iris start to appear. I was completely taken aback, 
even though I’d drawn the Iris. There are other moments 
when I see my father in the chair beside me as a drawing 
partially by me.”

Bono added: “Then I thought, ‘We might be getting be-
yond technology here into some kind of magic. Not just a 
magic trick like ’Hey, presto.’ But more alchemy, more of 
‘What did I just feel?’”

Trujillo, who typically avoids watching replays of his per-
formances, found himself drawn in by the immersive experi-
ence of their show, which included interviews and close-ups 
of fans. He said the technology amplifi es the energy of a live 
performance at a time when that excitement can feel dimin-
ished.

“For a lot of bands, especially in the hard rock genre, it felt 
like it was disappearing,” he said. “To me, this really brings 
it back and relevant again. It shows you the strength in the 
performance and the emotional attachment to the fans.”

While virtual reality headsets offer a personal window 
into performances, venues like the Sphere and Cosm are ex-
panding these experiences to entire crowds. 

In their own way, both are redefi ning the possibilities of 
live performances and shared experiences. 

“It’s virtual reality without the glasses,” said Baz Halpin, the 

CEO and founder of Silent House Group, who produced and 
designed the Eagles’ residency at the 17,500-seat Sphere. 

Halpin said Silent House will also be involved in the 
Backstreet Boys upcoming Sphere residency, kicking off in 
July.

“You can create optical illusions that I didn’t think were 
frankly possible,” Halpin said. “It’s such a big swing. It’s 
such a bold idea. It’s still that concert experience, but some-
how the visuals have turned into a rollercoaster and movie, 
and you’re apart of it.”

While the Sphere looms large over Las Vegas, Cosm of-
fers a more intimate experience, featuring a new venture into 
Keanu Reeves’ iconic world as Neo.

Cosm is stepping into “The Matrix” with a shared reality 
cinematic experience, celebrating the fi lm’s 25th anniver-
sary with screenings at their locations in Dallas and Ingle-
wood, California, starting June 6. 

Inside Cosm’s 87-foot LED dome, the original fi lm plays 
while the environment dynamically mirrors the on-screen 
action, pulling audiences deeper into the world.

“We are continuing to push the immersive tech industry 
forward,” said Jeb Terry, the CEO and president at Cosm, 
which also hosts live sports, “O” by Cirque du Soleil, “Or-
bital” and “Big Wave: No Room for Error.” The company 
plans to open its third location in Atlanta in 2026.

With “The Matrix,” Cosm believes the shared reality experi-
ence will pave the way for showcasing more classic fi lms, com-
plementing the traditional movie theater experience.

“We’re really commemorating some of these legendary 
amazing fi lms,” said Alexis Scalice, Cosm’s vice president 
of business development and entertainment. “We’re keeping 
that interactive and exciting approach to it.”

The vision for a second Sphere location will come to frui-
tion in the United Arab Emirates. In collaboration with the 
Abu Dhabi Department of Culture and Tourism, the new 
venue will replicate the cutting-edge technology and scale of 
the Las Vegas version.

The Abu Dhabi Sphere is part of a broader plan to estab-
lish additional Spheres globally and domestically, alongside 
smaller US venues with seating capacities of 3,000 to 6,000.

“We are advancing our vision of this global network,” 
said Jennifer Koester, the president and COO at Sphere. She 
said the smaller Spheres will make the concept more deploy-
able across different markets.

NASHVILLE, Tenn.: Marty McFly 
grabbed a guitar in “Back to the Fu-
ture” and rocked out with the band at 
a 1950s high school dance, helping 
him narrowly avoid blinking out of 
existence before time-traveling back 
to the 1980s.

The guitar, in real life, wasn’t as 
lucky.

Filmmakers went looking for the 
instrument while making the movie’s 
1989 sequel, but even now it’s no-
where to be found. Four decades after 
the blockbuster film debuted, the gui-

tar’s creator has launched a search for the iconic Cherry Red 
Gibson ES-345.

Gibson, which is based in Nashville, is asking the public 
for help tracking it down as the movie turns 40 and as the 
company produces a new documentary about the search and 
the film, “Lost to the Future.”

In a video by Gibson, with the movie’s theme song playing 
in the background, “Back to the Future” stars such as Mi-
chael J. Fox, Christopher Lloyd, Lea Thompson and Harry 
Waters Jr. make a cinematic plea. There’s also a surprise 
appearance by Huey Lewis, whose band Huey Lewis and 
the News performed the soundtrack’s headliner song, “The 
Power of Love.”

Lloyd, in the cadence of Doc Brown, says in the video that 
the guitar has been “lost to the future.”

“It’s somewhere lost in the space-time continuum,” says 
Fox, who played McFly. “Or it’s in some Teamster’s ga-

rage.”
In the film, McFly steps in for an injured band member at 

the 1955 school dance with the theme “Enchantment under 
the Sea,” playing the guitar as students slow dance to “Earth 
Angel.”

He then leads Marvin Barry and the Starlighters in a ren-
dition of “Johnny B. Goode,” calling it an oldie where he 
comes was from even though the 1958 song doesn’t exist yet 
for his audience.

Fox said he wanted McFly to riff through his favorite gui-
tarists’ signature styles - Jimi Hendrix behind the head, Pete 
Townshend’s windmill and the Eddie Van Halen hammer. 
After digging and dancing to “Johnny B. Goode,” the stu-
dents at the dance fall into an awkward silence as McFly’s 
riffs turn increasingly wild.

“I guess you guys aren’t ready for that yet,” McFly says. 
“But your kids are gonna love it.” (AP)

Variety

Fox
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Duo returns to its roots with a self-titled album

Collab queens Lucius find their musical selves again
NEW YORK, June 4, (AP): The magic created by the 
vocal blend of Holly Laessig and Jess Wolfe, collec-
tively known as Lucius, has opened many doors for 
them in the music industry.

Sometimes quite literally - like when they arrived 
at the home of Joni Mitchell, invited by Brandi Car-
lile to sing at one of her “Joni Jams,” and Paul Mc-
Cartney answered their knock.

It’s a heady experience, singing at Mitchell’s 
house. Tipped in advance that McCartney might 
be there, Laessig and Wolfe rehearsed a version of 
“Goodbye,” a song he wrote that was a hit for Mary 
Hopkin in 1969. They sensed the moment he recog-
nized it - hey, that’s my song!

The women have collaborated with many artists 
through the years, among them Carlile, Sheryl Crow, 
Harry Styles, Roger Waters, Jeff Tweedy, the Kill-
ers, War on Drugs and Mumford & Sons. This year, 
they’re concentrating on their own music with Lu-
cius, a rock band that also includes Dan Molad and 
Peter Lalish.

They’ve released a self-produced disc that refl ects 
their experiences settling in Los Angeles and starting 
families, titling it simply “Lucius” even though it’s 
their fourth album.

“It felt like a coming home to ourselves,” Wolfe 
said. “There wasn’t really a question, actually, 
whether the record would be titled something else. 
It just felt like it was us, and let’s give it our name.”

Laessig and Wolfe met and quickly bonded two 
decades ago as students at the Berklee College of 
Music in Boston. They fi rst sang together as part of 
a school project to remake the Beatles’ White Album 
- their version of “Happiness is a Warm Gun” will 
never see the light of day - that was abandoned be-

cause they began writing their own music.
“We were always inspired by Phil Spector and 

Elliot Smith and people who used double vocals as 
an interesting textural thing,” Wolfe said. “And we 
thought, well, we could actually do this live. We both 
wanted to be lead singers, but together.”

“Unison singing,” notes Laessig, “is not for the 
faint of heart.”

Check out the heartbreaker “ The Man I’ll Never 
Find” - particularly the stripped-down, piano-led ver-
sion - for a spellbinding example of their work.

Many have wrongly assumed they were sisters. 
They look a little alike, and play up this image of two 
who have become one by frequently dressing alike 
onstage. Even offstage: they arrived at The Associ-
ated Press for an interview in nearly matching, all-red 
outfi ts with identical makeup. They are disciplined in 
alternating who answers questions.

Creepy
It can be, let’s be honest here, a little creepy.
“We’re dressing the sound,” Wolfe explained. “I 

grew up in the theater. Being able to escape and feel-
ing like, you know, you can put on your costume, 
put on your uniform and become something else for 
a moment in time. Even though it feels honest and 
real and close to the heart, there’s something magical 
about it.”

“When you look at us, we wanted you to see one,” 
she said. “We didn’t want you to see two.”

The gimmick served them well as they sought to 
make a name for themselves, Laessig said. “We were 
touring in the van and doing festivals and nobody had 
a clue who we were, but we walked around in matching 
outfi ts. People were like, ‘What is this about?’ Oh, come 

see us. We’re playing at this stage at 3 p.m.”
Their collaborative nature is a strength they have 

brought to working on projects with other musicians.
“People who bring us in know that they’re going 

to have something that’s solid between the two of 
us,” she said. “We just speak each other’s language. 
And we like building worlds within worlds. Luckily 
we’ve been given the freedom in all of these different 
projects to be us.”

Real life brings its parallels, too. They live in 
homes minutes from each other and, within the past 
year or so, both gave birth to babies.

Collaborating with others has its strengths, and Lu-
cius brought in Madison Cunningham and The War 
on Drugs to work with them on two songs on the new 
album. But becoming known for their work with oth-
ers comes with a risk attached, that they lose sight of 
themselves in the process.

“We like exploring different worlds and seeing 
how it takes shape and how we can get lost in it,” 
Wolfe said. “There’s something really enchanting 
and magical about that. And, yes, sometimes after 
you explore that world, it doesn’t necessarily feel 
like you.”

To that end, the “Lucius” album is in one sense a 
reaction against the dance-oriented production hand 
that Carlile and Dave Cobb brought for the 2022 
album “Second Nature.” The more rock-based new 
disc sounds like the musicians are more comfort-
able. It “feels honest and real because we wrote about 
things that were just happening in our lives,” Wolfe 
said.

They’re looking forward to a busy summer of 
playing that music on tour, and sharing the experi-
ence with their young families.

Jess Wolfe, (left), and Holly Laessig of Lucius arrive at the 66th annual 
Grammy Awards on Sunday, Feb. 4, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP)

Author Taylor Jenkins Reid poses for a portrait at the Four Seasons Hotel in Los Angeles on Feb. 22, 2023. (AP)

From writer’s block to NASA drama

Taylor Jenkins Reid’s ‘Atmosphere’
takes her from starlets to the stars
NEW YORK, June 4, (AP): Taylor 
Jenkins Reid recalls a moment writing 
her new novel, “Atmosphere: A Love 
Story,” set against NASA’s robust 
1980s shuttle program, where she felt 
stuck. She went, where she often goes, 
to her husband to talk it through.

“I said, ‘I can’t write this book. I 
don’t know enough about the space 
shuttle. I don’t know what happens 
when the payload bay doors won’t 
shut and you have to get back within 
a certain amount of revs, but they can’t 
land at White Sands. They have to land 
at Cape Kennedy.’ And he’s like, ‘Just 
listen to yourself. You know so much 
more than you knew a couple months 
ago. Keep doing what you’re doing.’”

“Atmosphere,” out recently, follows 
the journey of astronomer Joan Good-
win, an astronomer selected to join 
NASA’s astronaut program. She and 
fellow trainees become like family and 
achieve their dream of going to space - 
until tragedy strikes.

The story unfolds in two timelines: 
One when Joan fi rst joins the NASA 
program and the other in December 
1984 when a mission goes terribly 
wrong. The duo behind “Captain Mar-
vel,” Anna Boden and Ryan Fleck, are 
adapting the book into a fi lm with a 
theatrical release in mind.

Reid knew that she had to do more 
than just her average six to eight weeks 
of research. Research and rabbit holes, 
by the way, are Reid’s jam. She’s writ-
ten blockbuster novels set in the gold-
en age of Hollywood in “The Seven 
Husbands of Evelyn Hugo,” the 1970s 
rock scene in “Daisy Jones & the Six,” 
1980s surf culture in “Malibu Rising” 
and professional tennis in “Carrie Soto 
is Back.” With “Atmosphere,” though, 
it took extra time, reading and under-
standing. 

“It feels like a fever dream now 
when I think about it,” Reid told The 
Associated Press. “It was a very in-
tense period of time.”

For this endeavor, she needed as-
sistance. 

“I had to reach out to people, com-
plete strangers that I did not know and 
say, ‘Will you please help me?’”

Reid was surprised at how many 
people said yes. One of the most im-
portant voices was Paul Dye, NASA’s 
longest-serving fl ight director.

“He spent hours of time with me,” 
Reid said. “He helped me fi gure out 
how to cause a lot of mayhem on the 
space shuttle. He helped fi gure out ex-
actly how the process of the connec-
tion between mission control and the 
space shuttle work. The book doesn’t 
exist if he hadn’t done that.”

In an interview, Reid also talked 
about astronomy, social media and yes, 
the latest on “The Seven Husbands of 
Evelyn Hugo” movie at Netfl ix. 

Answers are condensed for clarity 
and length.

AP: How has writing “Atmosphere” 
changed you?

Reid: I’m really into astronomy. 
Last Thanksgiving my family took a 
road trip to the Grand Canyon. I routed 
us through Scottsdale, Arizona, be-
cause I wanted to go to a dark sky park.

Because of light pollution, we can 
only see the brightest stars when we go 
out and look at the night sky in a major 
city. Whereas when you go to a dark 
sky park there is very limited man-
made light. So you can see more stars. 
We got there and it was cloudy. I was 
beside myself. The next night we got 
to the Grand Canyon and all the clouds 
had disappeared and you could see ev-
erything. I stood there for hours. I was 
teary-eyed.

I can’t emphasize enough: If anyone 
has any inclination to just go outside 
and look up at the night sky, it’s so re-
warding.

AP: Last fall you left social media. 
Where are you at with it now?

Reid: I didn’t realize how much so-
cial media was creating so many mes-
sages in my head of, you’re not good 
enough. You should be better. You 
should work harder. You should have a 
prettier home. You should make a bet-

ter dinner. And when I stopped going 
on it, very quickly I started to hear my 
own voice clearer. 

It was so much easier to be in touch 
with what I thought, how I felt, what 
I valued. I was more in touch with 
myself but also I’m going out into the 
world and I’m looking up at the sky 
and I am seeing where I am in relation 
to everything around me and I start-
ing to understand how small my life is 
compared to the scale of the universe.

AP: Serena Williams is executive 
producing “Carrie Soto” for a series at 
Netfl ix. Did you meet her?

Reid: Yes. It’s the only time I’ve 
been starstruck. I was in my bones, ner-
vous. I had to talk to myself like, “Tay-
lor, slow down your heart rate.” The 
admiration I have for her as an athlete 
but also as a human is immense. The 
idea that I might have written some-
thing that she felt captured anything 
worth her time, is a great honor. And 
the fact that she’s coming on board 
to help us make it the most authentic 
story we possibly can, I’m thrilled.

It’s one thing for me to pretend I 
know what it’s like to be standing at 
Flushing Meadows and win the US 
Open. Serena knows. She’s done it 
multiple times. And so as we render 
that world, I think it is going to be re-
ally, really special because we have 
Serena and her team to help us.

AP: Now for your favorite question. 
What’s up with the “Evelyn Hugo” 
movie?

Reid: There’s not much that I am al-
lowed to say but a lot of times I think 
people mistake me not saying anything 
as a lack of interest or focus and that’s 
not the case. Everyone is working in-
credibly hard to get this movie made 
and everyone knows that there is a 
lot of pressure to get it exactly right. 
We’re all hard at work. We’re taking 
it very seriously and I give Netfl ix so 
much credit because they have such 
an immense respect for the readership 
of that book. They want to make them 
happy.

Opera makes an emotional world debut

‘This House’ brings Black history to opera stage
ST. LOUIS, June 4, (AP): Near the 
end of “This House,” a heart-wrench-
ing opera given its world premiere last 
weekend, the matriarch Ida poignantly 
intones messages to her family on 
stage and to the audience.

“History’s the only thing to sur-
vive,” soprano Adrienne Danrich sings 
before adding: “You may have left us, 
but we will never leave you.”

A rumination on love, aspiration, 
coping and the unyielding weight of 
the past, the roughly two-hour work 
that opened Saturday night at the Op-
era Theatre of St. Louis mixes the liv-
ing and ghosts ambiguously in a Har-
lem brownstone.

Ricky Ian Gordon’s lush score 
brings to vivid life a libretto by Lynn 
Nottage and her daughter Ruby Aiyo 
Gerber, weaving impacts of the Civil 
War, Great Migration, Black Power 
movement, AIDS crisis and gentrifi ca-
tion. There are fi ve more performances 
through June 29.

’I just wanted to be able to tell all 
of these really important moments in 
Black history,” Gerber said, “but as 
they relate to one family up into the 
current moment, so that there is not 
this erasure as if the past was the past, 
which I think increasingly now, espe-
cially as we see more and more cen-
sorship of Black history, is kind of this 
pervasive narrative.”

Now 27, Gerber started “This 
House” as a play in 2020 during her 
senior year at Brown while the corona-
virus pandemic unfolded. Her mother, 
the only woman to win a pair of Pu-
litzer Prizes for drama, for “Ruined” 
and “Sweat, ” suggested Gerber adapt 
it with her into an opera composed by 
Gordon, Nottage’s partner on “Inti-
mate Apparel” at Lincoln Center The-
ater.

Opera Theater of St. Louis com-

missioned “This House” for its 50th 
anniversary festival season as its 45th 
world premiere.

“Equal parts a family drama, a ghost 
story and a meditation on inheritance 
and memory,” company general direc-
tor Andrew Jorgensen said.

Ideas were exchanged when Gor-
don, Nottage and Gerber met at a 
Providence, Rhode Island, hotel. 
Among the changes, an escapist duet 
the librettists centered around Barce-
lona was changed to Valencia so as not 
to be similar to Stephen Sondheim’s 
“Company.”

“Being a mother-daughter you can 
be so honest,” Gerber said, recalling 
her mom telling her of one fl owery 
passage: “That’s corny and I don’t 
think it works.”

Nottage still lives in the Brooklyn 

parlor house where Gerber grew up.
“We have different muscles. I’m 

someone that comes from the play-
writing world,” Nottage said. “Ruby’s 
comfort zone is really poetry and lan-
guage. and so I thought that between 
the two of us, we could divide and con-
quer in some ways.”

In the resulting story, a house at 336 
Convent Ave. was bought in 1919 by 
Minus Walker, a sharecropper’s son. 
Zoe, a present-day investment banker 
(soprano Briana Hunter), and husband 
Glenn (tenor Brad Bickhardt) mull 
whether to move back to the house and 
subdivide the property. Zoe’s brother, 
poetic painter Lindon (baritone Jus-
tin Austin), doesn’t want to leave the 
house. and his lover Thomas (bass-
baritone Christian Pursell) suggests 
they travel to Spain.

Hunter tapped into anxiety, fear, 
pain and grief to portray Zoe.

“She’s an ambitious woman, and 
she has been through a lot of really 
horrible, traumatic events through her 
family,” Hunter said. “I understand 
the desire to kind of escape that. She’s 
kind of a classic case of you can’t 
avoid things forever.”

Eight of the 10 characters are 
Black. There’s a love triangle, preg-
nancies and surprise deaths. The 
house itself sings in 12-tone chords. 
Ida’s Uncle Percy (tenor Victor 
Ryan Robertson) is a numbers run-
ner who jolts the first act with an 
aria “Drink Up!”

“Sportin’ Life on steroids,” Gordon 
said, referring to the dope dealer in 
“The Gershwins’ Porgy and Bess.”

“We all are haunted by our past, and 
we all are haunted by our ghosts,” Gor-
don said. “The question of living one’s 
life is how does one reconcile the past 
and go on? How do you move into a 
future unbridled and free enough to be 
liberated and not imprisoned by the 
past?”

Daniela Candillari led her third 
world premiere in less than two years 
after Jeanine Tesori’s “Grounded” 
at the Washington National Op-
era and Rene Orth’s “10 Days in 
a Madhouse” at Opera Philadel-
phia. Gordon originally envisioned 
the orchestra as chamber sized to 
hold down expenses, but Candillari 
pushed to add instruments. Conduct-
ing this is different from leading 
Verdi or Puccini.

“You can have two conductors read 
the score in a very different way,” she 
said. “Having that direct source. a liv-
ing composer who can tell you: This is 
what I heard and this is how I meant it 
and this is what this needs to be, that’s 
incredibly invaluable.”

This image released by Opera Theatre of St. Louis shows, from left, Aundi 
Marie Moore as Lucy, Sankara Harouna as Milton, Brandie Inez Sutton as 
Young Ida, and Adrienne Danrich as Ida during a dress rehearsal of ‘This 

House’ in St. Louis, Mo., on May 29, 2025. (AP)

JERUSALEM: Israeli soldiers on 
Monday barred journalists from en-
tering villages in the West Bank on 
a planned tour 
organized by 
the directors 
of the Oscar-
winning mov-
ie “No Other 
Land.”

The direc-
tors of the 
film, which 
focuses on 
Israeli settler 
attacks on 
Palestinians 
in the Israeli-occupied territory, said 
they had invited the journalists on 
the tour Monday to interview resi-
dents about increasing settler vio-
lence in the area.

In video posted on X by the film’s 
co-director, Yuval Abraham, an Israeli 
soldier tells a group of international 
journalists there is “no passage” in the 
area because of a military order. Basel 
Adra, a Palestinian co-director of the 
film who lives in the area, said the mili-
tary then blocked the journalists from 
entering two Palestinian villages they 
had hoped to visit.

Israel’s military said in a state-
ment that entry into Khallet A-Daba, 
was banned because it was in a live-
fire training zone. Tuwani, is not in 
the firing zone, but the military said 
it had barred “individuals who might 
disrupt order from entering the 
area,” in order to ”maintain public 
order and prevent friction.” (AP)

❑     ❑     ❑

LOS ANGELES: A federal judge 
sentenced disbarred celebrity lawyer 
Tom Girardi to seven years and three 
months in prison on Tuesday for em-
bezzling tens of millions of dollars 
from his clients, including several with 
severe physical injuries and families of 
people killed in accidents.

US District Judge Josephine L. Sta-
ton also ordered Girardi, 86, to pay a 
$35,000 fine and $2.3 million in resti-
tution to former clients. A jury in Au-
gust found him guilty of four counts 
of wire fraud, and he could have been 
sentenced to up to 80 years in prison. 

Girardi is the estranged husband 
of “The Real Housewives of Beverly 
Hills” star Erika Jayne and appeared 
on the show himself dozens of times 
between 2015 and 2020. 

He was once among the most 
prominent lawyers in the nation, of-
ten representing victims of major di-
sasters against powerful companies. 
One lawsuit against California’s 
Pacific Gas and Electric utility led 
to a $333 million settlement and was 
portrayed in the 2000 Julia Roberts 
film “Erin Brockovich.” (AP)

❑     ❑     ❑

NEW YORK: Former CIA director and 
Biden cabinet official William J. Burns 
is working on a book about his years 
leading the intelligence agency. 

Random House announced Tues-
day that it would publish Burns’ 
“Diplomat Spy: A Memoir of Espio-
nage in Revolutionary Times.” The 
release date is still to be determined.

“It was a profound honor to lead 
the men and women of CIA, and I 
hope in this new book to illuminate 
their remarkable service, and the 
crucial connection in this revolution-
ary new era between spycraft and 
statecraft,” Burns, who headed the 
CIA from 2021-25 and was elevated 
by President Joe Biden to a cabinet 
position. A veteran diplomat, he was 
a key adviser to Biden on Russia, 
Ukraine and other parts of the world.

According to Random House, 
Burns’ book is “a riveting firsthand 
account of dealing with the most dif-
ficult foreign adversaries in the most 
difficult crises, a candid look at the 
personal and professional pressures 
which come with espionage, and 
a reflection on the future of intelli-
gence at a time of rapid technologi-
cal change and relentless attacks on 
public institutions.” (AP)

Variety

Adra
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By Lorne J. Hofseth 
University of South Carolina

The Conversation is an independent and nonprofi t source of news, 
analysis and commentary from academic experts.

❑     ❑     ❑

The internet is abuzz with tributes to a liquid chemical called methylene 
blue that is being sold as a health supplement.

Over the past five or 10 years, methylene blue has come to be touted 
online as a so-called nootropic agent - a substance that enhances cognitive 
function. Vendors claim that it amps up brain energy, improves memory, 
boosts focus and dispels brain fog, among other supposed benefits.

Health influencers, such as podcaster Joe Rogan, have sung its praises. 
In February 2025, shortly before he was confirmed as health and human 
services secretary, Robert F. Kennedy Jr. appeared in a video squirting a 
blue liquid widely presumed to be methylene blue into a glass - though he 
never verbally endorsed the substance.  

As a researcher studying inflammation and cancer, I investigate how 
dyes affect human health. Claims about methylene blue are alluring, and 
it’s easy to buy into its promise. But so far, evidence supporting its health 
benefits is scant, and there are some serious risks to using the substance 
outside of medical practice.

Methylene blue is a synthetic dye that exists as a dark green powder 
and takes on a deep blue color when dissolved in water. My work and 
that of others suggest that many synthetic dyes widely used in foods and 
medicines can trigger potentially harmful immune system reactions in the 
body. But unlike commonly used food dyes - one of which was recently 
banned by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration - methylene blue is 
not derived from petroleum, also known as crude oil. Instead, it comes 
from a different family of dyes, which isn’t thought to have these health 
concerns.

Methylene blue was first synthesized in 1876 as a dye for textiles and 
was valued for its intense color and ability to bind well to fabrics. Soon 
after, German physician Paul Ehrlich discovered its ability to stain bio-
logical tissues and to kill the parasite that causes malaria - making it one 
of the first synthetic drugs used in medicine.

Treatment
The chemical didn’t gain widespread use as a malaria treatment be-

cause it was no more effective than quinine, the standard therapy at the 
time. But in the 1930s, the dye found a new use in testing the safety of 
raw or unpasteurized milk. If its blue color faded quickly, the milk was 
contaminated with bacteria, but if it remained blue, the milk was consid-
ered relatively clean.

This safety test now is largely obsolete. But it works thanks to methy-
lene blue’s chemical superpower, which is that its molecules can swap 
electrons with other molecules, like a tiny battery charger. 

That same chemical superpower enables some of methylene blue’s 
medical uses. Most significantly, doctors use it to treat a rare blood disor-
der called methemoglobinemia, in which hemoglobin, an iron-rich protein 
in red blood cells that carries oxygen, takes on a different form that can’t 
do the job. Methylene blue restores hemoglobin’s function by transferring 
an electron.

Doctors also sometimes use methylene blue to treat the effects of car-
bon monoxide poisoning, septic shock or toxicities from drugs such as 
chemotherapy. It is also used as a surgical dye to highlight specific tissues 
such as lymph nodes, or to identify where tissue is leaky and therefore 
may be damaged. 

Methylene blue can enter the brain by crossing the protective tissue 
barrier that surrounds it. Researchers have also found that the chemical 
can protect and support mitochondria, cell structures that are often de-
scribed as the powerhouses of the cell. Methylene blue may help mito-
chondria generate energy for cells to use. For these reasons, researchers 
are studying methylene blue’s effect on the brain. 

So far, most of what’s known about the substance’s effects on the brain 
comes from studies in rats and in cells grown in a lab dish - not in people. 
For example, researchers have found that methylene blue may improve 
learning, boost memory and protect brain cells in rats with a condition that 
mimics Alzheimer’s disease. 

Injury
Studies in rodents have also found that methylene blue can protect the 

brain from damage from brain injury. Other studies showed that methy-
lene blue is useful in treating ischemic stroke in rats. However, no re-
search to date has examined whether it protects peoples’ brains from trau-
matic brain injury or stroke. 

A handful of clinical trials have investigated the effects of methylene 
blue in treating aspects of Alzheimer’s disease in people, but a 2023 
review of these trials notes that their results have been mixed and not 
conclusive. A small study of 26 people found that a single low dose of 
the chemical boosted memory by about 7% and increased brain activ-
ity during thinking tasks. Another study by the same researchers found 
that methylene blue changed how different parts of the brain connected, 
though it didn’t improve thinking skills. 

Although some studies in people have shown hints that methylene blue 
may be beneficial for some brain-related issues, such as pain management 
and neuropsychiatric disorders, such studies to date have been small. This 
suggests that while there may be patient circumstances where methylene 
blue is beneficial, researchers have not yet pinned down what those are. 

Methylene blue is generally safe when used under medical supervision. 
However, the chemical has some serious risks. 

For one thing, it can interact with widely used medications. Methylene 
blue inhibits a molecule called monoamine oxidase, whose job is to break 
down an important brain chemical, serotonin. Many commonly used medi-
cations for treating anxiety and depression target serotonin. Taking the sup-
plement along with these medicines can cause a condition called serotonin 
syndrome, which can lead to agitation, confusion, high fever, rapid heart 
rate, muscle stiffness and, in severe cases, seizures or even death. (AP)

Experts weigh in

Does methylene blue
improve brain health?

Galaxy clash
‘odds 50-50’

US launches major review of infant
formula for ‘safety and nutrition’

Texas may ban hemp-derived THC products

Gaza dialysis center’s destruction threatens patients: WHO

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla., June 4, 
(AP): It turns out that looming colli-
sion between our Milky Way and An-
dromeda galaxies might not happen 
after all.

Astronomers reported Monday that 
the probability of the two spiral gal-
axies colliding is less than previously 
thought, with a 50-50 chance within 
the next 10 billion years. That’s essen-
tially a coin fl ip, but still better odds 
than previous estimates and farther out 
in time. 

“As it stands, proclamations of the 
impending demise of our galaxy seem 
greatly exaggerated,” the Finnish-led 
team wrote in a study appearing in Na-
ture Astronomy.

While good news for the Milky Way 
galaxy, the latest forecast may be moot 
for humanity.

“We likely won’t live to see the 
benefi t,” lead author Till Sawala of the 
University of Helsinki said in an email.

Already more than 4.5 billion years 
old, the sun is on course to run out of 
energy and die in another 5 billion 
years or so, but not before becoming 
so big it will engulf Mercury, Venus 
and possibly Earth. Even if it doesn’t 
swallow Earth, the home planet will be 
left a burnt ball, its oceans long since 
boiled away.

Sawala’s international team relied 
on the latest observations by NASA’s 
Hubble Space Telescope and the Eu-
ropean Space Agency’s Gaia star-
surveying spacecraft to simulate the 
possible scenarios facing the Milky 
Way and next-door neighbor Androm-
eda. Both already collided with other 
galaxies in their ancient past and, ac-
cording to many, seemed destined for 
a head-on crash.

NEW YORK, June 4, (AP): As federal 
health offi cials vow to overhaul the US 
food supply, they’re taking a new look 
at infant formula.

Health Secretary Robert F. Ken-
nedy Jr. has directed the Food and 
Drug Administration to review the 
nutrients and other ingredients in in-
fant formula, which fi lls the bottles of 
millions of American babies. The ef-
fort, dubbed “Operation Stork Speed,” 
is the fi rst deep look at the ingredients 
since 1998.

“The FDA will use all resources 
and authorities at its disposal to make 
sure infant formula products are safe 
and wholesome for the families and 
children who rely on them,” Kennedy 
said.

About three-quarters of US infants 
consume formula during the fi rst six 
months of life, with about 40% receiv-
ing it as their only source of nutrition, 
according to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention.

Formula has been widely used in 
the US for roughly six decades, feed-
ing generations of infants who have 
fl ourished, said Dr. Steven Abrams, 
a University of Texas infant nutrition 
expert.

The broader scientifi c community 
has been calling for a reevaluation of 
infant formula for years and is “fully 
supportive of this idea of a comprehen-
sive look,” he said.

Current formula products in the US 
continue to be safe and nourishing, he 
said.

“But there’s been a lot of science 
and we want the FDA rules to align 
with the most recent science from 
around the world,” he said.

Here’s what you need to know about 
Operation Stork Speed:

Infant formula is a manufactured 
product, usually made from cow’s 
milk or soy, that is intended to mimic 
human breast milk for kids up age 12 
months. It may be the sole source of 
nutrition or supplement breastfeed-
ing.

FDA regulations require that infant 

formulas contain 30 specifi c nutrients, 
with minimum levels for all and maxi-
mum levels for 10 of them.

The ingredients vary, but all for-
mulas must have a balance of calories 
from protein, carbohydrates and fat 
that mirrors what’s found in human 
milk.

Federal guidelines recommend that 
babies be exclusively breastfed for the 
fi rst six months of life and that parents 
continue breastfeeding for the fi rst 
year or more while adding new foods 
to the child’s diet.

AUSTIN, Texas, June 4, (AP): Walk 
into enough gas stations and they’re 
likely easy to fi nd: gummies, drinks 
and vapes infused with THC, the com-
pound that gives marijuana its psycho-
active properties.

That’s given lawmakers across the 
US headaches over how to regulate 
the booming market, and it’s a con-
fl ict now taking hold in Texas, where 
a proposed ban passed by the Legisla-
ture poses another major battle for the 
industry. 

Texas has some of the nation’s most 
restrictive marijuana laws, but thou-
sands of retailers in the state sell THC 
consumables, underscoring states’ 
struggle to set rules around the prod-
ucts that generate millions in tax rev-
enue.

Republican Gov. Greg Abbott has 
not indicated whether he will sign the 

ban. Other states, including California, 
have imposed restrictions in recent 
years that include banning underage use 
and limits on the potency of the prod-
ucts, which are often marketed as legal 
even in states where marijuana is not. 

“Governor Abbott will thought-
fully review any legislation sent to his 
desk,” spokesperson Andrew Mahal-
eris said when asked for comment on 
the bill.

The Texas bill would make it a 
misdemeanor to sell, possess or man-
ufacture consumable products with 
tetrahydrocannabinol, or THC. The 
proposal shadows several other state 
efforts to crack down on a market that 
has exploded since a 2018 federal law 
allowed states to regulate hemp, which 
can be synthetically processed to cre-
ate THC. 

Hemp is a plant that is grown to 

make textiles, plastics, food and sever-
al other products. It is related to mari-
juana and must contain less than 0.3% 
THC to still be classifi ed as hemp un-
der federal law.

The proliferating market has given 
residents in states with strict marijua-
na laws such as Texas a legal way to 
access products that can give them a 
similar high.

Nationwide, the substances are of-
ten sold through legal loopholes, de-
spite concerns about potential health 
risks and a lack of oversight of how 
they’re produced. 

Republican Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick 
laid out bags of THC snacks on a ta-
ble in front of a group of reporters last 
week to reiterate his determination for 
Texas to ban the products. He said he 
wasn’t worried about Abbott when 
asked about the possibility of a veto.

GENEVA, June 4, (Agencies): 
World Health Organization (WHO) 
Director-General Tedros Adhanom 
Ghebreyesus announced on Tuesday 
that (The Noura Al-Kaabi) Dialysis 
Center in North Gaza is now a pile 
of rubble warning that the destruc-
tion of this health facility directly 
endangers the lives of patients with 
kidney failure.

In a post on his offi cial account 
on (X), Ghebreyesus announced 
that WHO had managed last week 
to move 20 out of the 23 dialysis 
machines from the center to keep 
them safe noting that the facility had 
been serving 40 patients per week in 
North Gaza before the war.

Ghebreyesus reiterated his call for 
a ceasefi re and the urgent protection 
of all health facilities and personnel. 

Meanwhile, about 11,000 cancer 
patients in the Gaza Strip lack ade-

quate treatment and proper healthcare 
amid ongoing Israeli attacks, health 
authorities in Gaza said Thursday.

About 5,000 of these patients 
have an urgent referral for treat-
ment abroad, either for diagnosis 
or for chemotherapy and radiation 
therapy, the health authorities said in 
a statement, noting that the absence 
of early diagnosis and follow-up de-
vices in Gaza has further worsened 
patients’ conditions.

The statement pointed out that 
“64 percent of cancer drugs have a 
zero balance,” stressing that cancer 
patients are “trapped by catastrophic 
health, social, psychological and 
economic conditions.”

This comes as Israel continues 
its military operations in the Gaza 
Strip, while the coastal enclave is 
grappling with a severe humanitar-
ian crisis.

Parental concerns grow over nutrients

11,000 cancer patients in Gaza lack adequate treatment: authorities

Palestinians mourn a victim killed in an Israeli airstrike, at a hospital in 
Gaza City, on June 3. (Xinhua)

Yury Navas, 29, of Laurel, Md., kisses her two-month-old baby Jose Ismael 
Gálvez, at Superbest International Market in Laurel, Md., May 23, 2022, 

while looking for formula. (AP)

In this combination of images 
from NASA/ESA shows three fu-
ture scenarios for Milky Way & 
Andromeda encounter. (Top left): 
Galaxies bypass at 1 million light-
year separation. (Top right): At 
500,000 light-years, dark matter 
provides friction that brings galax-
ies to a close encounter. (Bottom): 
A 100,000 light-year separation 

leads to a collision. (AP)
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Team honors longtime defender Becky

Sentnor and Biyendolo score 2 each as US women rout Jamaica 4-0

Pina hits net twice as Spain 
edges champ England in NL

Lynx eases past Mercury

Storm snaps 3-game losing 
streak with win over Wings

SEATTLE, June 4, (AP): Gabby Williams had 18 points, Nneka Ogwumike scored 
10 of her 14 points in the second half, and the Seattle Storm snapped a three-game 
losing streak with an 83-77 victory over the Dallas Wings on Tuesday night.

Erica Wheeler completed a three-point play with 2:47 left in the third quarter 
during a 16-2 run to give Seattle its first lead, 50-49, since it was 25-24 midway 
through the second frame.

Skylar Diggins made a fast-break layup with 3:40 left in the fourth while being 
fouled from behind. After it was upgraded to a flagrant 1, Diggins made the free 
throw and Seattle retained possession, leading to Ezi Magbegor’s basket for a 74-
63 lead.

Magbegor’s shot capped Seattle’s 18-4 run as Dallas went without a field goal for 
five-plus minutes, missing eight straight shots.

Wheeler scored all 11 of her points in the second half, to go with seven assists, for 
Seattle (4-4). Diggins had just nine points to end her 22-game streak with at least 10 
points - the third longest active streak in the league. The Storm got 30 points from 
their bench players.

DiJonai Carrington led Dallas (1-7) with 22 points. Myisha Hines-Allen had 16 
points and 12 rebounds, and Maddy Siegrist added 11 and nine. Arike Ogunbowale 
was held to eight points on 4-of-15 shooting.

Luisa Geiselsoder made a wide open 3-pointer just before the halftime buzzer to 
extend the Dallas lead to 38-30 at the break. 

Lynx 88, Mercury 65 
In Minneapolis, Napheesa Collier had 18 points and 11 rebounds, Natisha Hiede-

man also scored 18 points, and the Minnesota Lynx beat the Phoenix Mercury  for 
its second series victory in five days.

Minnesota has started a season 8-0 for the fourth time in franchise history - the 
same amount as all of the other WNBA teams combined.

After trailing 23-14 with 44.5 seconds left in the first quarter, the Lynx outscored 
the Mercury 49-23 to take a 63-46 lead with 2:41 remaining in the third. 

Minnesota went on a 9-0 run midway through the fourth on a three-point play 
by Collier and back-to-back 3-pointers by Bridget Carleton and Kayla McBride to 
make it 80-56.

McBride, Alanna Smith and Karlie Samuelson each made three of Minnesota’s 
12 3-pointers. 

Smith and McBride each scored 13 points for Minnesota. McBride also had a 
team-high seven assists. The Lynx finished with a season-high 29 assists on 34 
made field goals, but also turned it over 23 times.

Lexi Held scored 16 points and Satou Sabally had 15 points and eight rebounds 
for Phoenix (5-3). Kitija Laksa added 10 points.

Sabally scored her first points of the second half with 6:56 left in the fourth 
quarter.

The Lynx also beat the Mercury 74-71 on Friday without Collier, who was out 
with a lingering knee injury.

Fever 85, Mystics 76
In Indianapolis, Kelsey Mitchell had 23 points, Lexie Hull scored all 14 of her 

points in the second half and the short-handed Indiana Fever, playing without Cait-
lin Clark, beat the Washington Mystics to snap a three-game losing streak.

Clark was out with a left quad strain, while veteran guard Sophie Cunningham 
exited early in Friday’s loss to Connecticut and did not play against the Mystics.

The Fever scored 31 points in the third quarter - after scoring 38 in the entire first 
half - to take a 69-55 lead. Aari McDonald, making her Indiana debut, made the 
Fever’s fifth 3-pointer of the third with 2:29 left.

Washington scored the opening 12 points of the fourth quarter to get within 69-67 
on layup by Brittney Sykes.

But Indiana scored seven straight points to pull away. Hull made an open layup 
for a 78-73 lead and she helped force a jump ball at the other end. The Fever won 
the jump ball and Mitchell completed a three-point play, after a reverse layup, for 
an eight-point lead at 1:28.

Aliyah Boston added 10 points for Indiana (3-4). 
Kiki Iriafen and Sykes each scored 20 points for Washington (3-5). Sonia Citron, 

second among rookies at 14.3 points per game, added 13 points and Shakira Austin 
had 10. 

The Fever made a season-high 11 3-pointers, while the Mystics were just 1 of 10 
from long range.

BARCELONA, Spain, June 4, (AP): 
World champion Spain beat Euro-
pean champion England 2-1 on Tues-
day in the UEFA Women’s Nations 
League in their last competitive game 
before the Lionesses defend their title 
next month.

Spain substitute Clàudia Pina turned the 
game around by scoring twice within minutes 
of coming on in the second half after England 
led thanks to Alessia Russo’s goal in the 22nd.

Barcelona forward Pina struck in the 60th and 
70th minutes at Espanyol’s stadium to ensure Spain 
topped their Nations League group despite losing 
1-0 to England at Wembley Stadium in February.

Spain, which also beat England in the 2023 
Women’s World Cup fi nal, advances to the semi-
fi nals in October. The draw is made Friday and 
will involve defending champion Spain, France, 

Germany and Sweden.
The European Championship is the priority this 

year, and the 16-team tournament kicks off July 2 
in Switzerland.

England is in a tough group with France, the 
Netherlands and Wales. Spain is drawn with Por-
tugal, Belgium and Italy.

Playing in her 50th game for England, Russo’s 
goal was her 22nd for her country. The Arsenal 
forward was in the Women’s Champions League 
winning team last month, dethroning Pina’s Bar-
celona.

A full rehearsal for their opening day game at 
the Women’s European Championship saw host 
Switzerland beaten 1-0 by Norway.

The game was played at Sion, a Euro 2025 host 
venue about 40 kilometers (25 miles) down the 
River Rhone from the valley where the village of 
Blatten was destroyed last week by a landslide of 
rock and ice. The stadium observed a minute’s si-
lence before kickoff.

On July 2, Switzerland will host Norway in the 
prime-time game on opening day of the Euros - 
likely not forgetting the manner of the only goal 
in the fourth minute.

When a Swiss defender purposely put a defl ated 
ball out of play, Norway took the throw-in with a 
fresh ball and started an attack. That quickly led 
to a shooting chance for Vilde Boe Risa to score.

“It’s not even a goal, because they haven’t 
played with ‘fair play,’” Switzerland midfi elder 
Smilla Vallotto told broadcaster RTS. “That mo-
tivates me for the next match. It’s really not pos-
sible that they did that.”

The young Swiss team coached by Pia Sund-
hage, who led the United States to Olympic gold 
medals in 2008 and 2012, is now relegated from 
the Nations League top tier in a group won by 
France, which beat Iceland 2-0 Tuesday.

After hosting Norway in Basel in four weeks’ 
time, Switzerland will play Iceland in Bern and 
Finland in Geneva.

‘The book of politics is closed’

Pacman says return to boxing goes beyond comeback fight
LOS ANGELES, June 4, (AP): Manny Pacquiao 
says he is done with politics, and he’s back in box-
ing to stay.

Pacquiao’s ring return at 46 years old is not just 
for one farewell bout, either: The former eight-divi-
sion world champion intends to fi ght on indefi nitely.

“Right now, the book of politics is closed,” Pac-
quiao told The Associated Press on Tuesday in Los 
Angeles. “It’s not even in my mind. I’m focusing on 
my career as a boxer again.”

The comeback starts July 19, when Pacquiao 
returns from a four-year layoff and attempts to 
break his own record by becoming the oldest wel-
terweight champion in boxing history. The former 
senator and presidential candidate in his native 
Philippines will take on WBC champ Mario Bar-
rios in Las Vegas.

As Pacquiao’s fame and fortune grew in the previ-
ous decade, he added a second career as a politician 
to his already busy life. He was a senator from 2016 
until 2022, when he fi nished third in the Philippines’ 
presidential election.

He ran to reclaim a seat in the Senate this year, but 
fi nished 18th in the midterm elections. After that de-
feat last month, Pacquiao quickly announced plans to 
return to the ring - and now that he’s back in Los An-
geles training with Freddie Roach, Pacquiao made it 
clear that he wishes he never left boxing.

“I can still do my job in boxing,” Pacquiao said. 
“I’m not done yet. The fi re, the determination, the 
eagerness to train and work hard, it’s still there. It’s 
amazing.”

Pacquiao hasn’t fought since losing a decision to 
Yordenis Ugás in August 2021, but he says he dearly 
missed the sport from the moment he stepped away. 
He beams when he speaks about honing his craft 
with Roach, the fun of working out each day with 
his extensive team - and even the promotional pub-

licity tasks that go along with being one of the most 
famous athletes on the planet.

“That moment when I announced I was hang-
ing up my gloves four years ago, I was so sad,” 
Pacquiao said. “I couldn’t avoid the tears coming 
out of my eyes. I really missed boxing. For how-
ever many months, I was like, ‘I’m not a boxer 
anymore?’”

He fi lled the time away with nonstop sports en-
deavors at his Philippines estate, where he has a 
full boxing gym, a covered basketball court, a ten-

nis court and facilities for badminton, pickleball and 
tennis. He also ran in his huge backyard, staying in 
shape on the one-kilometer expanse.

Pacquiao claims his famed hand speed and athleti-
cism are still there, and he feels refreshed after four 
years of not getting hit. But Pacquiao also realizes 
his fans could be worried about a comeback because 
of his unimpressive effort against Ugás, who soundly 
outboxed him four years ago.

Pacquiao says he was undone in 2021 by numer-
ous distractions - his imminent presidential run, a 
hefty lawsuit fi led against him by a management 
company, and even an ill-advised massage shortly 
before the bout that left him painfully sore on fi ght 
night.

“I was so bothered,” he said. “I did a lot of things 
that aren’t good for me.”

Pacquiao will interrupt his training this week only 
for a celebration of his career: He will be inducted 
into the International Boxing Hall of Fame this 
weekend in upstate New York, and then he’ll return 
to Roach’s Wild Card Gym.

Pacquiao’s return bout will be seen worldwide on 
Amazon Prime pay-per-view, and he seems likely to 
capture an audience of fans who remember his in-
credible prime. Pacquiao had his fi rst professional 
fi ght in January 1995, four months before Barrios 
was born.

“He’s a hard guy to dislike,” Barrios said. “A 
legend is going to be across from me. I have all the 
respect for him outside the ring, but inside the ring, 
he’s just another man trying to take what’s mine.”

Pacquiao was jovial and excited throughout the 
news conference at a theater in downtown Los An-
geles, radiating a youthful vigor while promoting a 
card stacked with fi ghters from another generation. 
He seems confi dent he can carry that energy into the 
ring against Barrios.

Euro 2025 host Switzerland loses to Norway

ST. LOUIS, June 4, (AP): Ally Sentnor and Lynn Biyendolo each scored 
two goals and the United States beat Jamaica 4-0 on Tuesday night after 
the team honored longtime defender Becky Sauerbrunn.

Sentnor scored in the 19th minute, then formed a heart with her 
hands in celebration. She scored her second off a deflection 10 min-
utes later. 

The 21-year-old 2024 U.S. Soccer Young Player of the Year, who now 
has four international goals, credited her teammates. 

“They’re really easy to play with at moving the ball,” Sentnor said. “I’m 
still trying to work to get better for them.”

Biyendolo scored in the 60th minute, three minutes after coming into 
the game as a substitute. She added a second in the 88th minute off a cross 
from Avery Patterson. Biyendolo has 24 career goals. 

Phallon Tullis-Joyce made her second consecutive in goal for the 
United States as coach Emma Hayes looks for a successor to longtime 
goalkeeper Alyssa Naeher, who retired last year. It was her third straight 
clean sheet. 

Jamaica, which has never beaten the U.S, started two sets of sisters - 

Allyson and Chantelle Swaby, and Kalyssa and Amelia Van Zanten. 
The U.S. was coming off a 3-0 victory over China on Saturday in St. 

Paul, Minnesota. The national team was originally scheduled to play a 
pair of matches against China, but Chinese offi cials in April pulled out of 
the second game and Jamaica fi lled the spot. 

Before the game, the United States honored Sauerbrunn, who retired 
from soccer late last year.

The St. Louis native, whose international career spanned 16 years, is 
a two-time Women’s World Cup winner and an Olympic gold medalist. 
Fans, who received a bobblehead in her image, gave her a standing ova-
tion and chanted her name in a pregame ceremony. 

Sauerbrunn, who recently announced that she is expecting her fi rst child 
with partner Zola Short, also served in her new role as a television com-
mentator for the match. 

The United States next plays a pair of matches against Ireland, the 
fi rst on June 26 in Commerce City, Colorado, and the second on June 29 
in Cincinnati. The U.S. will also play Canada on July 6 in Washington 
D.C.

Jamaica’s Allyson Swaby (17) and United States’ Catarina Macario (20) 
battle for the ball during the first half of an international friendly soccer 

match in St. Louis. (AP)

England’s Chloe Kelly, left, fights for the ball with Spain’s Patri Guijarro during the women’s Nations League soccer match between Spain and England 
at the RCD Espanyol Stadium, in Barcelona, Spain. (AP)

Manny Pacquiao speaks about his boxing come-
back at a news conference in Los Angeles. (AP)

Indiana Fever guard Sydney Colson (51) and Washington Mystics guard 
Sonia Citron (22) go for a loose ball in the first half of a WNBA basketball 

game in Indianapolis. (AP)

Best of the Rest

Arsenal in talks with Partey: Arsenal is in talks with Thomas Partey to 
extend the midfi elder’s contract, the club said Wednesday, while confi rm-
ing the departure of a slew of other players including Jorginho and Raheem 
Sterling.

Partey’s contract is due to expire on June 30 and Arsenal said “discus-
sions are on going.”

The Ghana international has been with Arsenal since 2020.
Italy midfi elder Jorginho, Scotland left back Kieran Tierney, Brazilian 

goalkeeper Neto and Sterling - at one stage a key player for England - are 
among those confi rmed to be leaving Arsenal. Sterling was only on a sea-
son-long loan from Chelsea.

Arsenal has just fi nished second in the Premier League for the third 
straight season. (AP) 

❑      ❑      ❑

Italy has another issue in defense: Italy has another issue in defense 
before facing Erling Haaland and Norway on Friday in a World Cup quali-
fi er.

AC Milan center back Matteo Gabbia was ruled out with a right calf issue 
on Wednesday and Daniele Rugani was called up as a replacement.

Italy was already without Francesco Acerbi, who turned down his call-
up to the national team, and Alessandro Buongiorno, who left the training 
camp due to a right thigh injury.

Rugani spent last season on loan at Ajax and is set to return to Juventus. 
He hasn’t been called up by Italy since 2018.

It’s Italy’s fi rst qualifi er and the Azzurri are already trailing group leader 
Norway, which has a full six points and a plus-seven goal differential after 
beating Moldova 5-0 and Israel 4-2.
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A clash of offensive fi repower

Pacers and Thunder’s title hopes rest on defense
INDIANAPOLIS, June 4, (AP): The Indiana Pac-
ers and Oklahoma City Thunder have two of the 
NBA’s best offenses.

But this year’s title hopes may swing on the 
other facet: Who has the better defense?

While both teams made major improvements 
from last season’s respective rosters in the con-
ference fi nals and conference semifi nals, Pacers 
coach Rick Carlisle, who led Dallas on its only 
title run in 2010-11 knows just how diffi cult the 
challenge can be, especially against Oklahoma 
City.

“Their depth of great defenders is staggering,” 
he said before listing names. “ Shai (Gilgeous-
Alexander) is a great scorer, but he’s also a great 
competitor. You’ve got Jalen Williams, you’ve 
got (Lu) Dort, you’ve got (Alex) Caruso, and a 
bunch of other guys. People talk about (Aaron) 
Wiggins, Cason Wallace and all these guys are 
great competitors. And then they’ve got the rim 
protection to go along with it.”

That combination helped the Thunder win a 
league-high 68 regular-season games while earn-
ing the top seed in the Western Conference for the 
second straight year.

Apparently, it was just a warmup. During the 
franchise’s fi rst Finals run since 2012, the Thun-
der’s scoring defense has been even stingier - al-
lowing just 106.3 points per game compared with 
107.6 over the fi rst 82 games - while yielding 
fewer than 100 points in half of their 12 postsea-
son wins.

While Indiana has not matched those numbers, 
they eliminated three teams - New York, Cleve-
land and Milwaukee - that each averaged more 
than 115 points during the regular season. In 16 
playoff games, they held those three teams below 
their averages 11 times.

Naturally, Thunder coach Mark Daigneault has 
been taking notes.

“If you look at this playoff run, you’ll see how 
challenging they are for their opponents, and the way 
they defend contributes to their team identity. It’s not 
just offense,” he said. “Their defensive philosophy is 
very much aligned with their offensive philosophy, 
so it creates a certain air to the game when you play 
against them. It is diffi cult to play against, as you can 
see from the way that they’ve really run through the 
Eastern Conference to get here.”

Their rosters were constructed in similar fash-
ions, too.

Both teams are young, rely on deep benches 
to wear down opponents late and feast on turno-
vers. The Thunder average a postseason best 21.3 
points per game off turnovers while the Pacers are 
second at 18.5.

But with so much focus on the high-scoring, 
up-tempo offenses, it’s easy to overlook their de-
fenses or worse - see it as a glaring weakness.

A year ago, Indiana gave up 120.2 points per 
game in the regular season. This year that number 
dropped to 115.1, and in the postseason it’s down 
to 113.3.

What changed?

Indiana’s top three defenders - Aaron Nesmith, 
Andrew Nembhard and Myles Turner - are all 
relatively healthy now.

Nesmith missed 2 1/2 months with a sprained 
left ankle before returning in January and work-
ing his way back into game shape. He sprained 
his right ankle in Game 3 of the conference fi nals 
against the New York Knicks but played in each 
of the fi nal three games. 

Nembhard also missed nearly a month early 
this season with tendinitis in his left knee, and 
Turner, Indiana’s rim protector, has overcome an 
assortment of nagging injuries.

But Indiana also changed its forcus after getting 
swept by Boston in 2024.

“Last year, all that was being said was we 
couldn’t win because we didn’t guard anybody 
and all we do is try to outscore people,” two-time 
All-Star Tyrese Haliburton said. “We’ve taken 
such a big step on the defensive end as a group, 
and I think the step we made on that end of the 
fl oor is why we’re here. We’ve got our work cut 
out for us (in this series).”

Neither Carlisle nor Daigneault would disclose 
their defensive assignments entering Game 1 though 
there’s a good chance Nembhard and Nesmith will 
somehow fi nd themselves pitted against Gilgeous-
Alexander, the league MVP, and Williams.

On the fl ip side, Oklahoma City may deploy 
its two all-NBA defenders, Williams and Dort, 
against the combination of Haliburton and Nemb-
hard.

Messi back with Argentina

Ancelotti debuts with Brazil in 
South American Cup qualifying
SAO PAULO, June 4, (AP): Bra-
zil’s new coach Carlo Ancelotti is 
getting a little help from his old 
friend Casemiro as he prepares 
for his debut in South American 
World Cup qualifying at Ecua-
dor. Meanwhile star Lionel Messi 
is expected to play Thursday for 
Argentina at Chile after a seven-
month absence.

Veteran midfi elder Casemiro, 
who has had success with the Ital-
ian coach at Real Madrid, is likely 
to be a starter in a match Thurs-
day that could ease the pressure 
on Brazil, currently in fourth posi-
tion in the standings. A home win 
could also put Ecuador close to its 
berth in the World Cup.

The 37-year Messi seems to 
be in shape to return for Argen-
tina. His most recent game for 
the World Cup champions was in 
November 2024. A muscle injury 
prevented him from playing in the 
March doubleheader, in which 
Lionel Scaloni’s team secured its 
spot to defend its title.

Argentina leads the round-robin 
competition with 31 points in 14 
matches. Ecuador (23), Uruguay 
(21), Brazil (21), Paraguay (21), 
and Colombia (20) could secure 
direct births this month. The sev-
enth-place team, which will ad-
vance to an international playoff, 
could be Venezuela (15 points), 
Bolivia (14) or even Peru (10) and 
Chile (10).

Also on Thursday, Paraguay 
will host Uruguay. Friday’s 
matches are Colombia vs. Peru 
and Venezuela against Bolivia.

Ancelotti has been very com-
municative with returning players 
Casemiro and striker Richarlison.

Both players were in Brazil’s 
starting lineup in the 15 minutes 
allowed for journalists to watch 
practice at the Corinthians training 
ground in Sao Paulo. Next week, 
Brazil will prepare at the same ven-
ue for the match against Paraguay.

Raphinha, who is suspended for 
the game in Guayaquil, will return 
to the team next week.

Defender Alexsandro, who also 

hopes to have his national team 
debut this month, said he was ex-
cited about Ancelotti’s interest in 
long conversations with his play-
ers. The Italian is still learning 
Portuguese, but managed to get 
his message across in Spanish, the 
Lille player added.

“I saw after our trainings he is 
very communicative, always asking 
questions, willing to know more, 
giving tips. That’s important for us 
to grow, get all the experience and 
the achievements he has,” Alexsan-
dro said Tuesday. “We need to take 
this to the next few matches, qualify 
and get to the World Cup.”

Defender Marquinhos, who had 
his fi rst training with Ancelotti on 
Tuesday after lifting the Champions 
League title with Paris Saint-Ger-
main on Saturday, said Ancelotti’s 
arrival will boost Brazil’s chances to 
add a sixth star to its crest.

“You can see that the arrival of 
our coach brings this energy for 
the start, it is about something new 

coming. This short run until the 
World Cup, having this energy, it 

will be very important,” Marquin-
hos said.

Messi’s return will add to three 
new faces Argentina is expected to 
feature against Chile, if their fi rst 
training session was an indication. 
Defenders Kevin Lomónaco (In-
dependiente) and Mariano Troilo 
(Belgrano), and striker Franco 
Mastantuono, the 17-year-old Riv-
er Plate targeted by major Europe-
an clubs, are likely to get tested.

Scaloni will have to decide who 
will replace defender Nicolás Ota-
mendi, who is suspended for the 
match at the National Stadium in 
Santiago. His main options are 
Leonardo Balerdi and Facundo 
Medina.

Suspensions and injuries will 
also force Argentina to change its 
midfi eld. Alexis Mac Allister was 
ruled out, while Enzo Fernández 
and Leandro Paredes are suspended. 
Frequent starter Rodrigo De Paul is 
expected to be joined by Giovanni 
Lo Celso and Exequiel Palacios.

Brazil’s Estevao, center, and teammates exercise during a training session ahead of a World Cup 2026 
qualifi er soccer match against Ecuador in Sao Paulo. (AP)

Argentina’s Lionel Messi, front, 
and Leandro Paredes train 
ahead of a World Cup 2026 qual-
ifi er against Chile at the Argenti-
na Soccer Association in Buenos 

Aires, Argentina. (AP)

World Aquatics introduces a strict new 
anti-doping code with immediate effect
LAUSANNE, Switzerland, June 4: The 
International Aquatics Federation (World 
Aquatics) announced the implementation 
of a new anti-doping code following its 
meeting held. The code takes effect im-
mediately and strictly prohibits partici-
pation by individuals, organizations, or 
tournaments that promote or enable dop-
ing or drug use in aquatics.

World Aquatics President Husain Al-
Musallam stated:

“Those who enable doping or drug-
tainted sports are not welcome at World 
Aquatics, our championships, or our ac-
tivities. This new code ensures our abil-
ity to protect the integrity of our com-
petitions, the health and safety of our 
athletes, and the credibility of the global 
aquatics community.”

Al-Musallam explained that the new 
code grants the World Aquatics Board 
of Directors the authority to assess the 

eligibility of any individual—including 
administrators, referees, coaches, or ath-
letes—on a case-by-case basis for partici-
pation in federation events.

He also encouraged national federa-
tions to adopt similar policies to ensure 
consistency in anti-doping standards 
across the sport worldwide.

World Aquatics President Husain Al-
Musallam

Best of the Rest

Wirtz hits back at claim: Bayer Leverkusen midfi elder Florian Wirtz seemingly 
denied a report that he requested the No. 10 shirt at Liverpool as part of talks over a 
potentially record-breaking transfer. 

In rare public comments from the player whose fee could break the English Premier 
League record, Wirtz responded to a report from broadcaster Sky Germany on Tuesday 
that he would like to keep wearing No. 10 if he moves to Liverpool. 

That number was worn this season by midfi elder Alexis Mac Allister, a World Cup win-
ner with Argentina, and is a storied shirt at Liverpool. Previous players to wear the No. 10 
include club greats like John Barnes, Michael Owen, Philippe Coutinho and Sadio Mané.

“Who says I want the 10,” Wirtz wrote on Instagram late Tuesday, “I respect players.” 
“Don’t believe everything what’s written,” he added with a clown emoji. 
The Bayer Leverkusen attacking midfi elder is reportedly nearing a move to Premier 

League champion Liverpool after turning down interest from Bayern Munich. Liverpool 
has already signed his Leverkusen teammate Jeremie Frimpong, a Dutch right back.

Any agreement for Wirtz could break the British record of 106.7 million pounds (then 
$131.4 million) that Chelsea agreed to pay Benfi ca for Enzo Fernández in early 2023.  (AP)

❑        ❑        ❑

Knicks fi re coach Thibodeau: Tom Thibodeau just took the New York Knicks to 
the Eastern Conference fi nals, the deepest playoff march in 25 years for a franchise that 
reemerged as a contender after he became their coach.

For that, he was fi red.
The Knicks made what they called a “diffi cult decision” to move on from Thibodeau 

on Tuesday, believing it was a necessary step in their chase for a championship.
“We can’t thank Tom enough for pouring his heart and soul into each and every day 

of being the New York Knicks head coach. He led us not only with class and profes-
sionalism for the past fi ve seasons, but also to tremendous success on the court with 
four playoff berths and four playoff series victories,” team president Leon Rose said in 
a statement.

“Ultimately we made the decision we feel is best for our organization moving for-
ward. Tom will always be a part of our Knicks family and we truly wish him nothing but 
the best in the future.” (AP)

Gauff survives tough test against Keys, Boisson looms
Topsy-turvy French Open quarterfi nal

PARIS, June 4, (AP): Coco Gauff kept dou-
ble-faulting. She kept missing plenty of other 
strokes. She kept losing games in bunches. And 
all the while, she would let out a sigh or bow 
her head or look generally uncomfortable.

What the 21-year-old Gauff never did Wednesday 
during a tense and topsy-turvy French Open quarter-
fi nal against another American woman with a Grand 
Slam title, Madison Keys, was give up hope or go 
away. And, in a contest fi lled with plenty of mistakes, 
it was Gauff who emerged to grab eight of the last nine 
games for a 6-7 (6), 6-4, 6-1 victory over Keys and a 
third trip to the semifi nals at Roland-Garros.

“I have had that in me from a young age,” said the No. 
2-seeded Gauff, who won the 2023 U.S. Open as a teenager 
and was the French Open runner-up the year before. “When 
times become more diffi cult, knowing that I can dig deep in 
those tough moments.”

Where did that come from?
“Just a love to win, the will to win. It’s not something 

that’s taught or anything. It’s just I have always had that in 
me, and not just in tennis but in everything. I’m a very com-
petitive person,” she said. “My philosophy is if I can just 
leave it all out there, then the loss will hurt a lot less than 
regrets of maybe not giving it your all.”

Gauff needed to overcame 10 double-faults - three in the 
opening tiebreaker alone - and the fi rst set she’s dropped in 
the tournament, as well as deal with the big-hitting Keys, the 
No. 7 seed, who entered with an 11-match Grand Slam win-
ning streak after her title at the Australian Open in January.

They combined for 101 unforced errors and just 40 win-
ners across more than two hours under a closed roof at Court 
Philippe-Chatrier on a drizzly, chilly day.

Nearly half of the games - 14 of 29 - featured breaks of 
serve. But from 4-all in the second set, Gauff held four times 

in a row while pulling away. She made two unforced errors 
in the last set, including just one double-fault.

After falling behind 4-1 at the start, and twice being a sin-
gle point from trailing 5-1, Gauff switched to a racket with 
a different tension in the strings to see if that would help.

“Maybe it did, and maybe it didn’t. I’d like to think that it 
helped a little bit,” she said. “Sometimes that stuff could just 
be mental. Maybe you’re thinking, ‘Oh, I changed my racket, 
I’m going to play better, and you start doing it. I don’t know.”

She’ll play Thursday for a berth in another major fi nal, 
facing 361st-ranked French wild-card entry Loïs Boisson, 
who is on one of the most stunning runs in tennis history. 
Boisson beat No. 6 Mirra Andreeva 7-6 (6), 6-3 in the quar-
terfi nals to follow up her upset of No. 3 Jessica Pegula in the 
fourth round.

Boisson, 22, is the fi rst woman to reach the semifi nals in 
her Grand Slam debut since 1989, when Monica Seles and 
Jennifer Capriati both did it at the French Open. A crowd 
that offered support to Gauff against Keys via shouts of 
“Allez, Coco!” was raucous as can be behind Boisson, rat-
tling the 18-year-old Andreeva.

The other women’s semifi nal is quite a matchup: three-time 
defending champion Iga Swiatek vs. No. 1-ranked Aryna Sa-
balenka. They advanced with quarterfi nal victories Tuesday.

It was Swiatek who stopped Gauff at Roland-Garros in the 
semifi nals last year and in the fi nal three years ago.

“I have a lot more work left to do,” said Gauff, who raised 
her arms overhead then spread them wide apart after the last 
point against Keys, “but I’m going to savor this one today.”

Repeatedly, Gauff scrambled this way or that to get her 
racket on a shot from Keys and send it back, often leading 
to a miss.

“The court being a little bit slower, coupled with the fact 
that she covers the court so well, just put a little bit of pres-
sure on me to go a little bit more for my shots and maybe 
press a little bit too much, too soon,” said Keys, who oc-
casionally admonished herself with a slap on her right leg.

Coco Gauff of the U.S. plays a shot against Madison Keys of the U.S. during their quarterfi nal match of the French 
Tennis Open at the Roland-Garros stadium in Paris. (AP)
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Pizzi: Kuwait will fight until the end

Kuwait’s World Cup dreams on the line against Palestine
By Khaled Al-Enezi

Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff 
and Agencies

KUWAIT CITY, June 4: Kuwait will raise 
the slogan of “Victory Only” when it hosts 
Palestine at 9:15 pm  at Jaber Al-Ahmad 
International Stadium, in the ninth round 
of Group B of the Asian qualifi ers for the 
2026 FIFA World Cup in the United States, 
Canada, and Mexico.

While victory is essential, it won’t be 
enough for Kuwait to maintain hopes of 
reaching the Asian play-off stage. The 
team must also defeat South Korea in the 
fi nal round next Tuesday in Seoul, and 
hope Oman loses both of its remaining 
matches.

Currently, Kuwait sits at the bottom of 
the group standings with 5 points, behind 
South Korea (16), Jordan (13), Iraq (12), 
Oman (10), and Palestine (6).

Head coach Juan Antonio Pizzi has 
included 26 players in the squad for to-
night’s match. The roster features:

Saud Al-Hoshan, Fahad Al-Hajri, 
Meshari Ghannam, Reda Hani, Ahmed 
Al-Zanki, Ahmed Al-Dhafi ri, Moham-

med Daham, Yousef Nasser, Khaled 
Al-Rashidi, Rashid Al-Dosari, Moaz 
Al-Dhafi ri, Jassim Al-Matar, Mubarak 
Al-Fenini, Khaled Sabah, Suleiman Ab-
dul-Ghafoor, Abdulwahab Al-Awadhi, 
Hassan Hamdan, Mohammed Khaled, 
Hussein Ashkanani, Yousef Majed, Ha-
mad Harbi, Abdulrahman Al-Rashidi, 
Mahdi Dashti, Moaz Al-Asima, and 
Fawaz Ayed.

Since taking charge last July, Pizzi has 
yet to register a win with Kuwait, hav-
ing drawn fi ve matches and lost three in 
the qualifi ers. He hopes to secure his fi rst 
victory tonight and keep qualifi cation 
hopes alive. He’s also demanding full 
focus and discipline from the players, es-
pecially after increasing the intensity in 
recent training sessions and addressing 
past defensive errors.

On the other side, Palestine, coached 
by Ihab Abu Jazar, is full of confi dence 
after its surprise 2-1 comeback win over 
Iraq. Abu Jazar is aiming for his second 
win in the qualifi ers.

The team has been training in Doha 
since mid-May, and the coach will rely 
on key players including:

Uday Al-Dabbagh (Aberdeen)
Wissam Abu Ali (Al-Ahly)
Ahmed Al-Qaq (North Carolina)
Mohammed Ahbous (Al-Ansar)
Kuwait’s fi nal training session, sched-

uled at Ali Sabah Al-Salem Stadium, was 
canceled due to a dust storm that raised 
health concerns for the players.

The Asian Football Confederation 
(AFC) appointed a Tajik refereeing team 
for tonight’s match:

Sadullo Gulmuradi (Referee)
Hasan Karimov and Farkhad Karilov 

(Assistant referees)
Abdul Davalitov (Fourth offi cial)
VAR offi cials: Mohammed Obaid and 

Yahya Al Mulla from the UAE
Pizzi reaffi rmed that his objective 

with the Kuwaiti national football team 
is simple: to win. It’s a goal shared by 
Palestine, with both teams determined 
to keep their hopes of qualifying for the 
next round alive.

Speaking at a press conference yes-
terday at Jaber Al-Ahmad International 
Stadium, Pizzi said, “The Blues are 

ready for the match,” emphasizing that 
the technical staff has selected the best 
players available for the squad.

He praised the players’ enthusiasm, 
particularly with the match being played 
on home soil, and expressed satisfaction 
with the team’s recent performances. He 
noted that every player has been working 
hard and delivering a strong showing in 
training, aiming to secure victories in the 
fi nal two group matches.

Pizzi emphasized his commitment 
to possession-based, high-performance 
football—an approach he has maintained 
throughout his coaching career. He 
pointed to clear signs of progress in Ku-
wait’s style of play since he took charge 
last July, saying he remains optimistic 
ahead of the Palestine match.

Addressing the imminent expiration of 
his contract in July, Pizzi stated, “I have 
developed a general plan for the future 
beyond the qualifi ers. Whether I continue 
or not, the aim is to develop the team and 
work hard to raise our level.”

He also underlined the importance of 
investing in young talent, saying, “In-
cluding young players is essential to the 

future of the game. They must be active 
in the domestic league to support our de-
velopmental goals.”

Mishari Ghannam confi rmed that all 
players are prepared and motivated to 
perform at their best. “We haven’t lost 
our passion for victory. We will fi ght to 
achieve our goal and give it our all until 
the fi nal match,” he said.

On the opposing side, Palestine coach 
Ihab Abu Jazar expressed appreciation to 
Kuwait for its warm reception and on-
going support for the Palestinian team. 
“We’re playing to win and revive hope, 
even if only a glimmer. We believe in our 
players until the fi nal whistle,” he said.

Abu Jazar also praised the improve-
ments in Kuwait’s team since the Gulf 
Cup 26, noting that certain circumstanc-
es had worked against them in previous 
qualifi ers. “We’ve studied Kuwait care-
fully. Our goal is to claim the three most 
crucial points in our qualifying cam-
paign,” he added.

Palestinian striker Wissam Abu Ali 
emphasized that following the coach’s 
instructions would be key to securing a 
victory.

Pizzi, Ghanem, Al-Naif, and translator Tahan at the press conference.

Kohli realizes 18-year dream as
Bengaluru wins maiden IPL title

‘I never thought this moment will come’

AHMEDABAD, India, 
June 4, (AP): Virat Kohli 
shed tears. Of joy. At last.

Cricket’s biggest star, known as 
“King Kohli” by his 300 million-
plus followers on social media, 
was there in the infancy of the In-
dian Premier League in 2008 and 
had to wait 18 seasons to clinch the 
title with Royal Challengers Ben-
galuru.

After the six-wicket win over Pun-
jab Kings on Tuesday night to end a 
dramatic, disrupted season for the 
world’s richest franchise cricket 
league, Kohli slumped to his knees and 
cried. He retired from test cricket dur-
ing the season, leaving his focus on the 
Twenty20 format at the IPL.

“I have given everything to this 
franchise for the last 18 years,” the 
36-year-old star batter said. “I never 
thought this moment would come.”

The 14-year-old Vaibhav Sury-
avanshi became an instant hit and set 
all kinds of records when he made his 
century. With some of India’s biggest 
stars nearing retirement, he’s being 
touted as the next big thing.

Narendra Modi Stadium was decked 
in India’s national colors while play-
ers from Royal Challengers Bengaluru 
and Punjab Kings went about their pre-
match rituals. Both teams went into the 
decider aiming to win their first IPL 
title.

Fighter jets roared across the eve-
ning sky, leaving tricolor vapor linger-
ing. Later, the closing ceremony was 
a celebration of India’s armed forces.

This final, on a weekday, was origi-
nally scheduled for May 25, and meant 
to be played in Kolkata. But the league 
was suspended for a week because of 
the cross-border tensions between In-

dia and Pakistan. 
In the past, the IPL has moved to 

South Africa and the United Arab 
Emirates because of national elec-
tions or restrictions imposed during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. The sus-
pension due to a border conflict was 
unprecedented. 

The Punjab Kings-Delhi Capitals 
game on May 8 was abandoned mid-
way, and squads and the broadcast 
crew traveled by train from Dharamsa-
la to Delhi. Foreign players and their 
families flew out immediately for their 
safety. IPL is the biggest money spin-
ner in cricket - one of the biggest prop-
erties in world sport - and the major 
stakeholders were determined for the 
show to go on. 

IPL’s resumption was never in ques-
tion once the cross-border tensions 
eased. The new schedule was drawn 
up, with six venues shortlisted, and the 

final moved from Kolkata to Ahmed-
abad. 

Perhaps the biggest takeaway was 
the swift return of most contracted for-
eign players, especially for teams still 
in contention for the knockout phase. 
In some situations, where replace-
ments were sought, the Board of Con-
trol for Cricket in India allowed teams 
to hire players short-term. 

Sri Lanka’s Kusal Mendis, for ex-
ample, got out of his PSL contract with 
Quetta Gladiators and signed up with 
Gujarat Titans for the remainder of the 
season. 

While the league suspension will 
go down in history, the season will 
be memorable for some scintillating 
cricket - 200-plus totals were posted 
a record 52 times in 74 matches this 
season. The previous best was 41 in 
IPL 2024.

Additionally, 200-plus was chased 

down on nine occasions. 2024 runners-
up Sunrisers Hyderabad, who finished 
sixth this season, scored the season’s 
highest against Rajasthan Royals - 
286-6. It also posted the highest suc-
cessful run-chase, scoring 247-2 in 
reply to Punjab’s 245-6. 

The impact of the military escala-
tion spilled over to cricket leagues 
on both sides of the border. A drone, 
which struck inside a cricket complex 
in Rawalpindi hours before a game re-
sulted in a nine-day halt to the Pakistan 
Super League.

About 40 foreign players were 
flown out of Pakistan on a chartered 
flight, and organizers planned to move 
the PSL to the UAE. But the Pakistan 
Cricket Board decided to resume and 
finish off in Rawalpindi and Lahore. 

The overlapping of the IPL and the 
PSL took some gloss off the Pakistan-
based league, forcing some players 
to make tough choices. For instance, 
Rashid Khan, the world’s top-ranked 
T20 player, opted to join the Gujarat 
Titans in the IPL instead of playing for 
Lahore Qalandars in Pakistan. 

Zimbabwe allrounder Sikandar 
Raza stole the show at the PSL for his 
extraordinary commitment to Lahore. 
On resumption of the league, Raza re-
turned for Lahore’s last league game 
before flying out to England for Zim-
babwe’s one-off cricket test at Not-
tingham. With that match over inside 
three days, Raza made an incredible 
dash back to Lahore. 

He drove to Birmingham, then flew 
to Lahore via the UAE, touching down 
10 minutes before the toss. He was 
there to hit the winning runs in late 
May.

“I am here to do a job,” Raza said, 
“and God forbid, if we happened to 
lose the game, then at least in my heart 
I knew I was with my brothers.”

Royal Challengers Bengaluru players celebrate with the winners trophy after their win in the Indian Premier League final cricket match against Punjab 
Kings at Narendra Modi Stadium in Ahmedabad, India. (AP)

Royal Challengers Bengaluru’s Virat Kohli plays a shot during the Indian 
Premier League cricket final match between Punjab Kings and Royal Chal-
lengers Bengaluru at Narendra Modi Stadium in Ahmedabad, India. (AP)

Junior handball team heads to 
Croatia ahead of Championship

By Hassan Mosa
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, June 4: The Kuwait junior handball team, composed of players 
born in 2008-2009, continues its rigorous daily training sessions at the Handball 
Federation Hall in Daiya. The team is led by Croatian coach Ivan, assisted by na-
tional coach Khaled Al-Mulla and team administrator Youssef Shaheen. Kuwait 
is gearing up to compete in the fi rst Asian Under-17 Championship, scheduled 
to take place in Amman, Jordan, from July 1 to 11. This tournament serves as a 
qualifi er for the inaugural World Junior Championship, set to be held in Morocco 
in late October.

Next Saturday, the team will embark on a training camp in Croatia and Slove-
nia, running until June 25. The camp will feature several friendly matches, after 
which the team will return to Kuwait before heading to Jordan for the champion-
ship.

Meanwhile, the 2012-2013 Junior team is also training daily at Daiya Hall un-
der Croatian coach Ten Boy, with national assistant Hassan Saleh and goalkeep-
ing coach Khaled Madouh. Hassan Saleh noted that the national team currently 
comprises 60 players, selected for their height, skills, and speed.

He added, “As part of the Federation’s Board of Directors’ strategic plan and the 
Training Authority’s vision, these junior players are carefully chosen and trained 
daily to strengthen the age-group teams with the best talents for the future.”

In addition, Saud Mufrej has been appointed assistant coach of the youth team, 
with Khaled Madouh continuing as goalkeeper coach for the juniors.

 Hassan Saleh leads the players in their final training session.

Volleyball season to begin at end of Sept

By Khaled Al-Enezi
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times 

Staff

KUWAIT CITY, June 4: The Ku-
wait Volleyball Association has 
agreed with clubs that the 2025-
2026 season will begin at the end 
of next September.

This decision came during a 
meeting held at the Federation’s 
headquarters in the Sheikh Saad 
Al-Abdullah Aquatics Complex. 
The meeting was attended by the 
Association’s Assistant Secretary, 
Naif Al-Khamili, members of the 
Competitions Committee, and rep-
resentatives from the clubs.

The meeting also set the fi rst 
registration period for professional 
and local players, which will run 
from August 3 to October 30. This 
will be preceded by a preliminary 
registration period from July 15 to 
August 30. The dates for the sec-
ond transfer window will be an-
nounced later.

The Kuwait Volleyball Associa-
tion and club representatives dis-
cussed proposals and preparations 
aimed at further developing the 
sport across all age groups in the 
upcoming season.

Meanwhile, the Association s 
Board of Directors is expected to 
convene next week, provided a 
quorum is met, to establish several 
committees, including the Compe-
titions Committee and the Train-
ing Committee.

Led by Dr. Jaber Al-Marri, the 
Federation is keen to form these 
committees soon after the conclu-
sion of the last season. This will 
enable them to work through the 
summer to prepare thoroughly for 
the new season, creating a suitable 
environment for organizing com-
petitions smoothly and scheduling 
matches at convenient times. The 
success of the previous season, 
which was free of notable protests 
or issues, serves as a strong foun-
dation.

The meeting in progress at association headquarters.


