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Al-Baghdadi ate half the 
loaf of bread and left the rest 
for a noble man.

Al-Baghdadi was infatu-
ated with the cousin of the 
Shami man. The latter ap-
proved of his cousin mar-
rying Al-Baghdadi, even 
though he loved her deeply.

Due to his dignifi ed soul, 
the Shami man refused to ac-
cept money from his friend 
as charity.

He could not bear to see 
his friend in a diffi cult situ-
ation, so he devised a plan to 
save him.

My father taught you busi-
ness, my mother is your pal-
ace maid, and my sister will 
marry you.

He reproached him: “I 
came to visit you, and you 
sent your maid with money 
as if I were a beggar.”

He traveled across 
the Arab countries 

and found no one who 
preserved loyalty
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Ahmed Al-Jarallah

HORIZON TALK

Kuwait’s disabled athletes symbols of strength: Amir 

Kuwait blasts Israeli raids in Syria

Sheikh Meshal pledges more support for visually impaired 

UN urged to act as over 400 Palestinians martyred in Gaza

KUWAIT CITY, March 19, (KUNA): His Highness the Amir 
Sheikh Meshal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, accompanied by 
His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Ha-
mad Al-Sabah and Acting Prime Minister Sheikh Fahad Yousef 
Saud Al-Sabah as well as other senior state officials, paid a visit 
to Kuwait Disabled Sport Club (KDSC) on Tuesday evening.

He was warmly welcomed by Minister of Information and 
Culture and Minister of State for Youth Affairs Abdulrahman 
Al-Mutairi, Acting Director General of the Public Author-
ity for Sport Bashar Abdullah Al-Salem and KDSC Board 
Chairman Shafi Al-Hajeri.

Expressing holy Ramadan wishes for the audience in a 
speech, His Highness the Amir said, “Together with my 

brother His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Sabah Khaled 
Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, the Acting Prime Minister Sheikh Fahad 
Yousef Saud Al-Sabah and my brother companions, we are 
pleased to congratulate you on the holy month of Ramadan.”

“We pray for Allah, the Almighty, to repeat this holy 
month several times and grant you, the dear homeland and 
the Arab and Muslim nation abundance of blessings and 
boons,” he said.

Renewing the state’s support to the disabled “people with 
strong will and endurance,” he said, “We reassure them 
that they are heroes in our eyes and badges on our chests. 
With their resolve and determination, they are able to make 
achievements whatever difficulties or challenges might be. 

They are a source of inspiration for every sincere citizen in 
our dear homeland.”

His Highness the Amir noted that the State of Kuwait was 
one of the first countries that attached great importance to 
care for the people with disability in terms of health, educa-
tion, sports and training, citing the legislations ensuring de-
cent living “in the country of humanitarianism.”

Recalling the first public awareness forum “caring for you 
is our goal,” he appreciated the efforts of the state bodies to 
build the capacity of the disabled in sport through coopera-
tion with the competent regional and international organiza-
tions.

Continued on Page 5

KUWAIT CITY, March 19, (KUNA): Kuwait Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs strongly condemned the recent Israeli occupation raids on the Syri-
an lands, in a flagrant violation of international law and the UN Charter.

In a statement issued on Wednesday, the ministry reiterated Kuwait’s position calling 
for respecting Syria’s sovereignty, independence and territorial integrity.

The statement stressed the importance of the Security Council assuming its responsibilities in 
maintaining international peace and security, and putting an end to the blatant Israeli occupation 
violations, which threatens the security and stability of Syria and the entire region. 

Elsewhere, Kuwait’s deputy permanent delegate to the UN Office and other international orga-
nizations in Geneva Abdullah Al-Khubaizi reiterated rejection of all violations being perpetrated 
by lawless groups against the security forces in Syria.

The State of Kuwait maintains its principled stance against all acts that could destabilize Syria, 
Counselor Al-Khubaizi said in a statement an interactive dialogue by the Independent Interna-
tional Commission of Inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic. 

The event is part of the 58th session of the UN Human Rights Council being held between 
February 24 and April 4, 2025.

The Kuwaiti diplomat reaffirmed his country’s support to the efforts aiming to protect human 
rights in Syria, appreciating the positive steps recently taken by the Syrian authorities towards 
national reconciliation and dialogue.

Counsellor Al-Khubaizi welcomed the recent agreement to integrate the civilian and military 
entities in northeast Syria into the state institutions with a view to maintaining the country’s sov-
ereignty, national unity and territorial integrity.

He denounced the repeated attacks by the Israeli occupation forces on the Syrian people, saying 
these attacks run counter to the international law and the UN Charter and pose serious threat to 
the regional security.

He renewed Kuwait’s call for lifting the sanctions on Syria which have negative impacts on the 
basic rights of the Syrian people and hamper the post-conflict recovery. 

Continued on Page 5

Amiri Diwan photos
Left: His Highness the Amir, accompanied by His Highness the Crown Prince and Acting Prime Minister, visits the Kuwait Disabled Sport Club (KDSC). Right: His Highness the 

Amir, accompanied by His Highness the Crown Prince and the Acting Prime Minister, visits the Kuwait Blind Association (KBA).

Photo by Samer Shiqer
A stunning view of Kuwait City, showcasing its modern skyline and vibrant urban landscape.

Kuwait faces unstable weather
as rain, dust storm on horizon 
KUWAIT CITY, March 19, (KUNA): Kuwait is set to experience unstable weather 
due to the influence of a deepening surface depression combined with an upper-
atmosphere system, the Kuwait Meteorological Department announced.

According to the department’s director, Dirar Al-Ali, cloud cover will increase 
from Wednesday evening, bringing chances of scattered light rain. Rainfall is ex-
pected to persist intermittently until Saturday evening, varying from light to heavy, 

Continued on Page 5
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Kuwait, UNICEF collab to provide
education for Sudanese refugees
KUWAIT CITY, March 19, (KUNA): The Public Authority for Minors Affairs 
signed an agreement with the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) to support 
the education of Sudanese refugees in Libya.

In a statement on Wednesday, the authority’s Acting Director General Dalal Al-
Nouri said that the agreement aims to support and aid the Sudanese people, affected 
by the civil conflict that broke out in 2023.

The agreement includes providing fully-equipped study classes, said Al-Nouri, 
adding that 2,500 children will benefit from the agreement. The project will be 
executed by UNICEF, under supervision of the the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
she noted.

KUWAIT CITY: The Foreign Ministry on Wednesday con-
demned in strong terms the assassination bid on the So-
mali President Sheikh Mahmud.

The ministry in a statement renewed the unwavering 
rejection of all forms of terrorism and violence, affirmed 
full support for the republic of Somalia with respect of 
the measures it may take to safeguard its security and 
stability.

It offered condolences to the Somali Government and 
people and wished the injured quick recovery. (KUNA)

❑     ❑     ❑

ISTANBUL: The Turkish Lira made a record fall on 
Wednesday in the aftermath of arresting Istanbul’s mayor, 
Ekrem Imamoglu.

The Lira dropped to 41 vis a vis the US dollar in today’s 
early trades before rising to 47.38. Upon yesterday’s mar-
ket closing, it reached 67.36.

Meanwhile, the Istanbul bourse declared temporary 
trades’ cessation after the benchmark dropped by 87.6 
percent. Sovereign bonds’ proceeds rose by 175 points 
reaching 94.29 points.

The mayor, the president’s political foe, was detained on 
corruption charges and funding a terrorist group. (KUNA)

Newswatch
Faqaa ...  nature’s hidden gems

Kuwait’s truffle season brings flavorful desert delight
KUWAIT CITY, March 19, (KUNA): As winter 
sets in and extends into early spring, Kuwaitis eager-
ly seek out faqaa (desert truffle), a prized seasonal 
fungus known for its unique taste and rich flavor.

The Kuwaiti variety, in particular, is highly val-
ued, with different types varying in shape, color, 
and size, among them, Zubaidi is the most sought-
after due to its large size, white color, and irregu-
larly rounded shape, followed by Khalasi, Jabi, 
and Hober, the smallest of the varieties.

For many, the truffle season is an opportunity 
to venture into the desert after thunderstorms and 
rainfall, which create ideal conditions for truffle 
growth.

Typically lasting about two months, truffle sea-
son sees enthusiasts scanning the sandy or clay-
rich terrain for telltale cracks and soil lumps-signs 
of truffles maturing underground, and once har-
vested, the truffles are either consumed or sold in 
the market, where they fetch high prices due to 
their rarity and culinary appeal.

KUNA photo
Faqaa (desert truffle) seen on display at a market stand.

Ramadan Timings
Iftar ..............  Thursday ...... 18:00
Imsak ...........  Friday ........... 04:31



ARAB TIMES, THURSDAY, MARCH 20, 2025 2

Fajr  ........ 04:34
Sunrise ..  05:53
Zohr .......  11:56

Asr .......... 15:23
Maghrib .. 17:59
Isha  ........ 19:15

 Prayer Timings
Expected weather for next 24 hrs:

By Day: Rather hot and partly 
cloudy to cloudy with light to mod-
erate freshening at times souther-
ly wind to southeasterly wind, with 
speeds of 15-55 km/h causing ris-
ing dust and a chance for rain that 
might be thundery at times.

By Night: Rather cold and 

cloudy to partly cloudy with light 
to moderate freshening at times 
southwesterly wind to southeast-
erly wind, with speeds of 12-45 
km/h with a chance for rain that 
might be thundery at times.

Station Max Exp Min Rec
Kuwait City 30 20

Kuwait Airport 31 15     
Abdaly 33 16
Bubyan 25 17
Jahra 33 19
Failaka Island 30 21
Salmiyah 25 19
Ahmadi 25 16
Jal Aliyah 32 17
Nuwaisib 32 16

Weather 

Call for technology transfer, localizing industry

Kuwait, China discuss ways to boost strategic relations in all fi elds
BEIJING, March 19, (KUNA): 
Kuwait’s Assistant Foreign Minis-
ter for Asian Affairs Sameh Hayat 
met with Assistant Minister of the 
International Department of the 
Central Committee of the Com-
munist Party of China Jin Xin in 
Beijing on Tuesday.

They discussed ways to enhance 
the distinguished strategic rela-
tions between Kuwait and China in 
all fi elds.

Ambassador Hayat empha-
sized, in a statement to KUNA, 
the uniqueness of the bilateral rela-
tions with China on all levels and 
the importance of building on the 
continuous momentum from the 
meetings of senior offi cials.

He stressed the need for regular 
follow-up meetings in addition to 
other high-level visits that refl ect 
the depth of the relationship be-
tween the two friendly countries.

Ambassador Hayat appreci-

ated the participation of Chinese 
state-owned companies in build-
ing major developmental projects 
in various fi elds in Kuwait, high-
lighting Kuwait’s commitment to 
technology transfer, localizing in-
dustry, and enhancing investments 
in promising sectors, particularly 
in new and renewable energy and 
green hydrogen.

He clarifi ed the alignment of 
views on key regional develop-
ments, reviewing with his Chinese 
counterpart in the ruling party the 
latest situations in the Middle East 
and their implications for regional 
security and stability.

For his part, the Chinese of-
fi cial praised Kuwait’s balanced 
foreign policy and its wisdom 
regarding all regional and inter-
national issues, especially the 
uniqueness of its relations with 
various countries. 

He stated that Kuwait’s efforts 

contribute to strengthening the 
foundations of international peace 
and security in the region, reaf-
fi rming the strategic bilateral rela-
tions and the necessity of enhanc-
ing them in all fi elds.

He also commended the distin-
guished bilateral relations, which 

have fl ourished 
for 54 years, 
noting the con-
tinuous progress 
and cooperation 
in various areas.

The meeting 
was attended 
by Kuwait’s 
Ambassador to 
China, Jassim 
Al-Najam, and 

the diplomatic attaches Ajeel Al-
Ahmed and Mubarak Al-Qamis 
from the Asia Department of the 
Kuwaiti Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs.

    KUNA photo
Kuwait’s Assistant Foreign Minister for Asian Affairs Sameh Hayat, Kuwait’s Ambassador to China, Jassim Al-

Najim with Kuwaiti and Chinese offi cials.

Al-Najam 

Comply with Gulf Building Code: Al-Farsi

‘Provide high-quality restrooms in Mubarakiya’
By Inaas Awadh

Al-Seyassah/Arab Times 
Staff

KUWAIT CITY, March 19: Mu-
nicipal Council member Alia Al 
Farsi has affi rmed that public 
restrooms are a necessity and 
basic requirement, not an option; 
hence, the need to comply with 
the Gulf Building Code, which 
ensures public health and safety 
through the establishment of uni-
fi ed building standards.

She pointed out that all build-

ings and facilities -- including 
commercial, investment, craft 

and public 
facilities -- 
should be re-
quired to pro-
vide restrooms 
that serve all 
visitors like the 
elderly, chil-
dren and peo-
ple with medi-
cal conditions.

She said the 
sustainable, high-quality restrooms 

for men, women and people with 
special needs should be provided 
in all public facilities like the 
Mubarakiya Market, public and 
tourist facilities, public beaches 
and on-land travel routes.

She called for the display of 
clear guidance and identifi ca-
tion signs for restrooms; which 
should be maintained and oper-
ated according to the systems, 
regulations and contracts deter-
mined by Kuwait Municipality in 
coordination with all concerned 
parties.

Al Farsi

Revoked nationality women benefi ts at par with Kuwaitis

‘All privileges for Article 8 females continue’
By Mohammad Al-Enezi

Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, March 19: The Civil 
Service Commission (CSC) confi rmed 
in a letter to all ministers that female 
employees whose citizenship has been 
revoked will continue to enjoy the job 
privileges enjoyed by female Kuwaiti 
employees, including allowances, bo-
nuses, vacations, scholarships, reduced 
working hours, and more .

In the letter, CSC Chair Dr. Essam 
Al-Rubaian explained that the Civil 
Service Commission had decided to 
approve the continued enjoyment of 
various job benefi ts by female em-
ployees whose citizenship has been 
revoked, in accordance with Article 
8. These benefi ts include the types of 
leave granted to female Kuwaiti em-
ployees in the government sector, as 
well as allowances and bonuses related 
to their jobs, such as the basic salary, 
social allowance, children allowance, 
cost of living allowance, fi nancial in-
centives, fi nancial support, special al-
lowances, incentive bonuses, job level 
bonuses, and nature of work allow-
ance.

Al-Rubaian explained that the CSC 

also agreed that women in this catego-
ry, whose citizenship was withdrawn, 
would continue to enjoy scholarships 
and study leave if the decree with-
drawing citizenship was issued after 
the scholarship or study leave deci-
sion. They will also retain all benefi ts 
stipulated under the leave and study 
missions regulations during their study 
period. They would be entitled to all 
types of internal and external train-
ing courses specifi ed in the govern-
ment agency’s plan, as well as reduced 
working hours in accordance with the 
relevant laws and regulations. They 
would also continue to receive any 
personal bonuses granted to them, as 
per the applicable regulations, along 
with annual bonuses for excellent 
service, bonuses for work teams and 
committees, and compensation for ad-
ditional work assignments, all in ac-
cordance with the rules and conditions 
stipulated in the governing decisions.

Those whose citizenships were re-
voked, in accordance with Article 8, 
will continue to receive the fi nancial 
benefi ts resulting from periodic bo-
nuses, job promotions, or fi nancial 
grade adjustments after reaching the 
maximum periodic bonus limit. These 

benefi ts will be provided in accord-
ance with the provisions, rules, and 
conditions established for Kuwaiti 
employees, in line with the regulating 
decisions. Based on the employer’s re-
quest, CSC will determine the fi nancial 
categories for these benefi ts, which 
will be granted as an increase to the 
comprehensive bonus in the concluded 
contract.

Meanwhile, Al-Rubaian said, “Su-
pervisory positions and the supervisory 
allowance associated with these posi-
tions, as well as offi cial missions out-
side the country, are exclusive to Ku-
waiti employees. Transfer, secondment, 
and delegation will be governed by the 
regulating decisions. Regarding other 
allowances, bonuses, and rewards, in-
cluding allowances for “shift, food, 
staying up late, danger, infection, pollu-
tion, and noise”, as well as the incentive 
bonus for workers in remote areas and 
allowances for “distance, road, screen, 
training, night shift, and housing”, the 
Council has decided that those whose 
citizenships were revoked, in accord-
ance with Article 8, will continue to en-
joy these benefi ts, provided they meet 
the conditions and controls stipulated in 
the regulating decisions.”

Other Voices

‘Remember me well in the tougher times’
By Ahmad alsarraf 

ONE year ago, during the last Ramadan, fi ve physicians 
and a senior administrator from the Kuwait Red Cres-

cent Society (KRCS), armed with their expertise, equip-
ment, and aid, took a bold step, and risked their lives to 
enter the war-torn Gaza Strip and offer support to its peo-
ple. The team members were uncertain whether they would 
return to their families safely.

In March 2024, Dr. Musaed Rashid Al-Enezi, Dr. Hussein 
Al-Quwaian, Dr. Faisal Al-Hajri, Dr. 
Muhammad Jamal, Dr. Muhammad 
Shamsah, and senior KRCS admin-
istrator Abdulrahman Al-Saleh made 
the decision to enter Gaza under any 
circumstances, becoming the fi rst 
Arab or Islamic team to do so. Their 
mission was driven by their humani-
tarian duty, the oath they had taken, 
and their commitment to providing as 
much medical and food aid as possible 
to the people of Gaza. They aimed to 
perform the highest number of surgi-
cal operations possible, even under 
what could be described as the most horrifi c conditions in the 
history of warfare.

The team was fully aware of the magnitude of risks in-
volved, particularly when confronting a ruthless and im-
moral enemy, all while war, destruction, serious injuries, 
death, and hunger were growing increasingly prevalent.

The team members spent four dangerous days among 
the wounded, injured, and those in need, providing what-
ever medical assistance they could . They accomplished far 
more than expected, performing numerous surgeries on the 
cases they were able to reach. They showed the Palestinian 
resistance fi ghters, the wounded, and defenseless civilians 
that their brothers from Kuwait had overcome their own 
wounds and psychological pain, risked their lives, and en-
tered Palestine to offer much-needed aid.

Entering Gaza under those circumstances was a terrify-

ing adventure, and completing the tasks assigned to the 
team was even riskier. The team was fully aware of what 
they were about to undertake, as it was akin to a suicide 
mission, especially with the looming threat of an enemy 
that had abandoned even the most basic moral principles 
and mercy. As a result, the team members signed pledges to 
hold no party accountable for their safety before obtaining 
entry permits to Gaza from the relevant authorities.

The team not only faced the risk of conducting opera-
tions under continuous bombardment, but they also suc-
ceeded in distributing numerous food baskets and First Aid 
kits to the residents. They carried out their mission while 
the sounds of bomb explosions, artillery shells, and buzz-
ing drones deafened their ears.

Despite the relentless bombardment day and night, some 
team members could scarcely believe they had returned 
from that trip unharmed. In the end, they were all deeply 
satisfi ed with what they had accomplished.

Meanwhile, some individuals from our nation mocked 
the Palestinian resistance, and were indifferent to the catas-
trophe the people of Gaza had suffered . They continued to 
remind us of their stance from 35 years ago in persistently 
supporting Israeli positions simply because they had an is-
sue with the Palestinian resistance.

I refl ected on the events of that great risk, its profound 
humanitarian signifi cance, and the material, medical, and 
moral aid it provided to the people of Gaza. I thought of 
the long and remarkable history of the Kuwait Red Cres-
cent Society (KRCS) and the role of the chairman and 
members of its last elected Board of Directors. I also re-
called the verse composed by the distinguished poet Abu 
Firas Al-Hamdani: “My people will remember me well in 
hard times. The darker the night, the more the full moon 
is missed”.

Meanwhile, I wish the best of luck to the chairman and 
members of KRCS’s new Board of Directors.

❑     ❑     ❑

e-mail: a.alsarraf@alqabas.com.kw

alsarraf

Grand Mosque gears up 
to hold ‘Qiyam’ prayers

Thousands to attend last 10 days late night supplications

By Mohammad Al-Enezi
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, March 19: With the ad-
vent of the last 10 days of the holy month 
of Ramadan, the Ministry of Awqaf and 
Islamic Affairs has completed its prepa-
rations to host thousands of worshippers 
who will perform the night prayers (Qiy-
am) during these blessed nights.

The administration of the Grand Mosque revealed 
that it is fully prepared to welcome the guests of the 
Almighty to commemorate the fi rst of the last 10 
nights. It pointed out that on the 20th night, reciters 
Omar Al-Damkhi and Abdulrahman Al-Shuwaie will 
lead the prayers; while Dr. Issa Al-Dhafi ri will deliver 
the spiritual sermon.

As the Grand Mosque is undergoing extensive prepa-
rations to ensure a spiritual and religious atmosphere 
that refl ects the sanctity of these blessed nights, sources 
confi rmed to the newspaper that the ministry has a com-
prehensive plan to guarantee the smooth and safe per-
formance of worship. 

Sources said this plan is implemented through the 
coordinated efforts of various authorities; including the 
ministries of Interior and Information, as well as the 
medical emergency teams and volunteers.  

They affi rmed this ensures the organization and 
proper management of all activities in the last 10 days; 
adding that the ministry formed specialized teams and 
committees to work during these days, as it has been the 
practice over the years. 

Sources added “tasks were distributed to ensure the 
provision of all the services needed by worshippers like 
security, health and media.” 

Sources disclosed “the Ministry of Interior will be 
responsible for regulating traffi c and facilitating the 
movement of worshippers; particularly on the roads sur-
rounding the Grand Mosque. 

This is aimed at reducing congestion and ensuring 
smooth entry and exit from the mosque, considering 
the huge turnout of worshipers it usually witnesses dur-
ing these blessed days. The medical emergency teams 
will provide healthcare services by setting up clinics for 
men and women to deal with emergency cases quickly 
and effi ciently, while ensuring the comfort and safety of 
worshippers throughout the Qiyam prayers. 

The Ministry of Information will broadcast the Qi-
yam prayers. A series of special religious programs 
will also be broadcasted, including interviews with 
leaders and scholars, in addition to awareness ses-
sions to highlight the virtues of the last 10 days of 
Ramadan and the importance of taking advantage of 
these days by performing acts of worship and practic-
ing obedience.”

Good opportunity to meet colleagues: Dr Shamsah

Kuwait pediatricians gather at Ramadan ghabqa
By Marwa Al-Bahrawi

Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, March 19: The Ku-
wait Pediatric Society organized its 
fi rst Ghabqa recently in a special 
Ramadan atmosphere that brought 
together all pediatricians from vari-
ous hospitals in a bid to develop 
communication and strengthen rela-
tionships among professionals in the 
same fi eld.

President of the society and 
Pediatric Consultant Dr. Abdullah 
Shamsah pointed out that the event 
is a good opportunity to meet with 
colleagues, while mentioning the 
achievements of the organization 
over the past three years -- both lo-
cally and internationally.

He cited local achievements like 
organizing medical conferences in 
2023 and 2024, a number of work-

shops on certain pediatric speciali-
zations, while the international ac-
complishments include leadership of 
international conferences as speak-
ers or key contributors, which in turn 
refl ects the  international standing of 

the society.
He stressed 

the importance 
of State support 
for the activities 
and events of 
medical associa-
tions, indicating 
that the activities 
undertaken by 
the organization 
depend on the 
individual efforts 

of its members. 
He underscored the need to es-

tablish a specialized children’s hos-
pital that houses pediatricians from 

all hospitals in one location, as this 
will help save time and effort while 
ascertaining quick access to doctors 
any time.

On the most prevalent pediatric 
diseases in Kuwait, Shamsah said 
most pediatric diseases are seasonal 
like the respiratory diseases, par-
ticularly infl uenza, which are more 
prevalent in winter; while gastroen-
teritis is more prevalent during the 
Gargee’an holiday.  Child accidents 
-- including those involving buggies, 
jet skis and drowning -- are more 
prevalent during summer, he added.

Indicating that there are about 
1,200 pediatricians in Kuwait, ex-
cluding surgeons; Shamsah reiter-
ated that all those wishing to join 
the society are welcome.  He also 
appreciated the efforts exerted to ar-
range the Ghabqa and ensure its dis-
tinguished presentation.

Dr Shamsah

Indiscipline in families blamed

Student numbers dwindle in Ramadan month
KUWAIT CITY, March 19: Several 
schools under the Ministry of Edu-
cation have witnessed a remarkable 
increase in student absenteeism dur-
ing Ramadan, particularly on the 
Thursday before a holiday, reports 
Al-Anba daily. 

This recurring trend, which the 
ministry faces during religious and 
national occasions and other holi-
days, has become more pronounced 
during Ramadan. Initially, absentee-
ism fl uctuated during the early days 
of the holy month, but it gradually 
worsened; leading to many class-
rooms being nearly empty.

While some school administra-
tions appear to be lenient in address-
ing this issue or fail to strictly en-
force the absence regulations, former 
psychological consultant at the min-
istry Huda Al-Haddad labeled absen-
teeism as a “negative phenomenon.” 
She identifi ed the primary cause as  
lack of discipline within families, 

with heads of households being pri-
marily responsible for the situation. 
She emphasized that parents have 
no excuse for allowing this trend to 
continue, especially after receiving 
absence notifi cations through Sahel 
app.

She praised the ministry’s meas-
ures to tackle absenteeism, includ-
ing the deduction of half a grade 
from each subject for students who 
miss more than three days without 
an excuse and expulsion after 15 
days of unexcused absences. How-
ever, she pointed out that some 
schools may not fully enforce 
these rules and stressed that non-
compliant schools should be held 
accountable. She also underscored 
the deterrent effect of these meas-
ures, particularly the grade deduc-
tions, which can have a significant 
impact on a student’s grade point 
average (GPA); especially in high 
school, where cumulative grades 

determine future prospects.
She stressed the importance of stu-

dent responsibility, reminding them 
that education is the key to their fu-
ture. “Adhering to school attendance 
will help them avoid the adverse ef-
fects of absenteeism, such as poor 
academic performance and gaps in 
the curriculum,” she explained.

Moreover, the ministry has in-
troduced an electronic absence 
tracking application on its offi cial 
website. This platform allows par-
ents to monitor their children’s at-
tendance, behavior and academic 
progress using the student or guard-
ian’s civil identifi cation number and 
password. The application provides 
comprehensive student data like ab-
sences, behavior reports, pledge let-
ters, summons, expulsions, evalua-
tions, class schedule and sick leave. 
This ensures that parents remain 
informed and can communicate di-
rectly with the school.
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He traveled across the Arab countries and
found no one who preserved loyalty

LOYALTY is the trait of a person who is mindful not to 
wrong anyone. As the old saying goes, “If the world is 
free of good people, it will fall into ruin.” Selflessness 
and altruism dissolve the greatest grudges and reflect 
noble morals. The following story illustrates the power 
of loyalty among people:

Once upon a time, a stranger entered a restaurant in 
Damascus and ordered a loaf of bread. He ate half of it, 
left the other half on the table, and then left.

The stranger came every day and did the same thing. 
One day, a man from Damascus noticed his unusual be-
havior. He approached him, greeted him, and politely 
asked, “Brother, why do you eat half a loaf every day 
and leave the other half? Where are you from?”

The stranger replied, “I’m from Baghdad. I have trav-
eled through many Arab countries, but unfortunately, 
I have never met anyone who would remain loyal and 
honor the bonds of friendship after sharing meals (bread 
and salt) together. I eat only half of the loaf because I 
haven’t found anyone worthy of sharing the other half.”

The Shami man responded, “Then today, you are my 
guest. Come to my house.”

The Shami man was living in his house with his 
mother and his cousin, who is the daughter of his late 
uncle. He was in love with his cousin, and they were 
soon to marry.

When the Baghdadi man knocked on the door, the 
Shami man’s cousin opened it. As soon as he saw her, 
he was captivated by her beauty. After lunch, the Bagh-
dadi man turned to his host and said, “I beg you, by the 
bread and salt we shared, not to refuse my proposal to 
marry the girl who opened the door for me.”

The Shami man replied, “She is my cousin, and her 
father has passed away.”

The guest said, “I want to marry her.”

The Shami man could not refuse or even explain his 
feelings. With a heavy heart, he said to his guest, despite 
his own love for her, “She is yours.”

The man traveled with his new bride to Baghdad. Time 
passed, and soon the Shami man’s mother passed away. 
The man, once prosperous, soon faced hardship. His 
wealth dwindled, and he was eventually forced to sell his 
house to survive. Left with little money, the Shami man 
decided to travel to his friend, now his brother-in-law.

When he arrived in Baghdad, he discovered that his 
friend had become one of the wealthiest men in the city, 
and owned a grand palace. He approached the palace and 
asked the maid to inform the owner of his arrival. To his 
surprise, the maid returned, carrying a bag of gold coins, 

and handed it to him.

The Shami man said, “I came to meet my friend, not 
for the money”. In a moment of frustration, he threw 
the bag of gold coins, and the coins scattered across the 
floor. With tears in his eyes, the Shami man turned and 
left the palace.

As he walked away, he realized he had no money 
left, and he found himself stranded in Baghdad with 
no means to return to Damascus. With nothing but his 
prayers and supplications to God Almighty, he slept on 
the streets, hoping for relief and guidance to show him 
the right path.

A few days later, an elderly man approached the Shami 
man and asked about his circumstances. The Shami man, 
broken and desperate, shared his story. The old man, 
moved by his plight, offered him a job in trade.

The Shami worked diligently, and learned the secrets 

of business, the fundamentals of the markets, and every-
thing necessary to thrive. Within three years, his hard 
work paid off, and he became one of the wealthiest men 
in Baghdad. He built a grand palace that rivaled that of 
his friend.

One day, an elderly woman came to him, and asked if 
she could work as a servant in the palace to earn her liv-
ing. He agreed, and she eventually became like a mother 
to him.

She told him about a poor girl who was looking for 
work in the palace. Because of his kind heart, the Shami 
man agreed to take her in.

The woman began to dress the girl in beautiful clothes, 
and soon the Shami man caught sight of her. He was im-
mediately captivated by her beauty and asked to marry 
her. The old woman, seeing his sincerity, made the ar-
rangements, and a wedding date was set at the palace.

The wealthiest and most prominent merchants were 
invited to the celebration. However, just as the festivi-
ties were in full swing, the Baghdadi man unexpectedly 
entered his friend’s palace on the wedding night, despite 
not being invited.

The Shami man reproached him, saying, “I came to 
visit you, and you sent your maid with a bag of gold 
coins, as if I were a beggar. What do you want now?” 
He tried to dismiss him from the wedding.

Al-Baghdadi replied, “When the maid informed me, 
I looked out the palace window and saw your dire cir-
cumstances. I sent you the money to help improve your 
situation, so you could appear respectable in your cous-
in’s eyes, the one you allowed me to marry, even though 
you loved her. When I realized you refused the money, I 
was confused about how else to help you.”

He then said, “Do you know that the great man who 
taught you the basics and secrets of trade is my father, 
and the woman who still serves you in your house is my 
mother? Today, I have come to your palace to attend the 
wedding of my sister, whom you are about to marry.”

At that moment, Al-Baghdadi gestured, and Al-
Shami’s cousin entered, carrying a boy and a girl in 
her arms. She approached her Shami cousin and sat at 
his feet. The bride came and sat beside her, and both 
Al-Baghdadi and Al-Shami joined them. Al-Baghda-
di then took half a loaf of bread from his pocket and 
divided it among everyone. Together, they shared in 
eating it.

It is the right of sharing bread and salt to remain loyal 
to one another. Good people do not pollute the well they 
once drank from. We are in urgent need of individuals 
who preserve the sanctity of a meal shared, and remem-
ber the bonds that come with it.

HORIZON TALK

■ Days pass quickly, and we rejoice in 
their quick passing. Ramadan is almost 
over, but how soon will it return. Hope-
fully, we will still be alive when the next 
Ramadan comes next year.

■ The older we get, the weaker our eye-
sight becomes, but our vision grows clear-
er.

■ Wise people say, “Don’t focus on those 
who wrong you, for you will never be able 
to repay their wrongdoing. What matters 
most is those who have done good to you, 
and how you can repay them.”

■ This is the essence of books and expe-
riences. Once the rain stops, the umbrella 
becomes a burden for everyone. This is 
how loyalty fades once the benefits are no 
longer there.

■ I wish the blessed month of Ramadan 
could last for two months instead of just 
one. It is a month of friendship, harmony, 
the exchange of visits, and a time to forget 
disputes, hatred, and resentment.

■ Ramadan, among the eleven months, 
is like Prophet Joseph (PBUH) among his 
eleven brothers/planets. Do not kill him, 
do not throw him into the well, and do not 
sell him for a cheap price. Rather, receive 
him in the best way, so that he may be our 
intercessor on the Day of Judgment.

■ We are facing an era of legal reform. Nine 
hundred laws governing the state, most, if 
not all, of which have become outdated, de-
crepit, and need to be sifted through.

■ The Kuwait Anti-Corruption Authority 
(Nazaha) is referring several corrupt indi-
viduals and thieves to the judiciary. Per-
haps God wants good for us.

■ Ministers and senior officials steal and 
take bribes, and they also decide what is 
illegal ... May God help us.

Al-Baghdadi ate half the loaf of 
bread and left the rest for a noble 

man.

Al-Baghdadi was infatuated with 
the cousin of the Shami man. The 

latter approved of his cousin mar-
rying Al-Baghdadi, even though he 
loved her deeply.

Due to his dignified soul, the 
Shami man refused to accept 

money from his friend as charity.

He could not bear to see his 
friend in a difficult situation, so he 

devised a plan to save him.

My father taught you business, 
my mother is your palace maid, 

and my sister will marry you.

He reproached him: “I came to 
visit you, and you sent your maid 

with money as if I were a beggar.”

Ahmed Al-Jarallah

KFF photo
Kuwait Fire Force (KFF) Major General Talal Mohammad Al-Roumi awards the sec-

ond winner.

Appeal fees hike stirs confusion;
KBA team plans to file complaint

Ruling in ex-minister funds scam case delayed

By Jaber Al-Hamoud
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff and Agencies

KUWAIT CITY, March 19: Kuwait Bar 
Association (KBA) Chairman Adnan 
Mahmoud Abel stated that increasing ap-
peal fees without legal basis is a clear vio-
lation of the recent amendments, adding 
that this has caused confusion at work. 

In a press statement, Abel disclosed “we have con-
tacted the Ministry of Justice regarding this matter to 
address it immediately.”

Abel said a team of experienced colleagues has been 
formed to prepare an appeal against the constitutionality of 
the recently approved fee increase; as it violates Article 166 
of the Constitution, which prohibits restricting the right to 
litigation or creating a gap between litigants based on their 
fi nancial capacity.

He stressed the need to address the administrative pro-
cedures and backlog of appeals in accordance with the 
technical and legal frameworks established through the rec-
ommendations of the concerned committees and the associa-
tion’s previous proposals.

❑     ❑     ❑

Ruling delayed to April 14: The Court of Cassation post-
poned the announcement of its verdict on the case of the 
former minister accused of corruption until April 14, reports 
Al-Anba daily. 

The defendant appealed the ruling made by the Minis-
ters Court in October, which sentenced him to four years in 
prison with hard labor, fi ned him KD100,000 and dismissed 
him from public offi ce. The charges against him include em-
bezzlement of public funds and abuse of infl uence.

Case fi les indicate that the Permanent Investigation Com-
mittee for the trial of ministers previously referred the for-
mer minister to the Ministers Court, recommending that he 
face punishment on charges of embezzling public funds and 
abusing his infl uence.

The former minister stands accused of transferring owner-
ship of two industrial plots – one while he was a member 
of the National Assembly and the other after he took on the 
ministerial role – and registering them under the name of a 
retired military offi cer.

The case came to light after the military offi cer, who is 
also being prosecuted in connection with the same case, sold 
one of the plots and transferred KD700,000 to the former 
minister’s account.

❑     ❑     ❑

Wanted expat arrested: Hawally Police patrols arrest-
ed an expatriate in Salmiya, who was wanted by law for 
committing fi nancial crimes with an absconding case fi led 
against him by his employer, reports Al-Anba daily.

According to a security source, while conducting routine 
patrols in Salmiya recently, two offi cers got suspicious of a 
vehicle parked on the side of the road. 

Upon approaching the car, the offi cers discovered that 
the driver is an Arab. Further investigation revealed that the 
individual was wanted by law for involvement in fi nancial 
crimes and an absconding case was registered against him 
by the company he worked for. He was  referred to the con-
cerned authorities.

Ramadan esports tourney concludes
KUWAIT CITY, March 19: Under the 
patronage and in the presence of the 
Chief of the Kuwait Fire Force (KFF) 
Major General Talal Mohammad Al-
Roumi, the Ramadan esports tourna-
ment concluded on Tuesday evening.

According to a press release issued 
by KFF, the event, which was organized 
by the KFF Sports Union, was held at 
the Prevention Sector Theater in West 
Mishref.

The tournament, which began on March 
15, lasted for four days, and witnessed the 
participation of 91 players from various 
KFF sectors and departments.

Major General Al-Roumi expressed 
his sincere gratitude to the sponsors, 

including Foo Company and Al-Mulla 
Auto Company, for their support of the 
tournament.

He commended the strong competi-
tion between the players and praised the 
efforts of the Chair and members of the 
Fire Sports Union.

At the end of the event, Major Gener-
al Al-Roumi awarded medals and cash 
prizes to the top three winners after the 
final match.

The closing ceremony was also at-
tended by Director of the Health Affairs 
Department and Chair of the Fire Sports 
Union Colonel Dr. Fayez Abdul Aziz 
Ahmed, along with a number of KFF 
officials.

Drive against peddlers continues

Kuwaiti duo, Saudi, Indian held
with 900 ‘foreign liquor’ bottles
KUWAIT CITY, March 19: The 
Ministry of Interior has announced 
the arrest of four individuals by the 
General Department for Combating 
Narcotics, who were found in posses-
sion of 919 bottles of alcoholic bev-
erages and psychotropic substances, 
reports Al-Seyassah daily.

In a statement, the ministry ex-
plained that as part of their ongoing 
efforts to combat drug and alcohol 
dealers and smugglers, the Criminal 
Security Sector, through the General 
Department of Narcotics Control, 
apprehended a four-member gang 
involved in distributing imported al-
coholic beverages and psychotropic 
substances across the country.

Following a thorough investigation 
and with legal authorization from the 
Public Prosecution, the suspects – a 

group comprising two citizens, a Saudi 
national, and an Indian national – were 
detained while in possession of 919 
bottles of imported alcoholic beverages 
and approximately 200 psychotropic 
tablets.

The ministry confirmed that the 
suspects and the seized items have 
been handed over to the Drugs and 
Alcohol Prosecution for legal pro-
ceedings.

Furthermore, the ministry empha-
sized that the General Department 
of Narcotics Control will continue 
its security efforts to apprehend drug 
and alcohol dealers and distribu-
tors, underscoring their commitment 
to taking strong action against any-
one attempting to jeopardize public 
safety by trafficking in these illegal 
substances.
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KU photo
Kuwait University President Dr. Dina Al-Mailem welcomes a delegation from the Kuwait Investment Company at 

her office in Sabah Al-Salem University City.

KU officials meet KIC delegation
KUWAIT CITY, March 19: Kuwait 
University President Dr. Dina Al-
Mailem received a delegation from the 
Kuwait Investment Company (KIC) at 
her offi ce in Sabah Al-Salem Univer-
sity City, reports Al-Seyassah daily.

The meeting was held in the pres-
ence of the acting Secretary-General of 
Kuwait University Dr. Bader Al-Rajhi, 
Acting Vice President for Academic 

Affairs Dr. Mohammed Al-Mulla, As-
sistant Secretary-General for Facilities 
Management Affairs Mohammed Al-
Sulaiman, and Director of Public Re-
lations and Media Anoud Al-Rashidi.

In a press statement, Kuwait Univer-
sity explained that the friendly meeting 
focused on exploring ways to develop 
strategic and community cooperation 
in areas such as sustainability, commu-

nity development, and the provision of 
vocational training opportunities that 
align with labor market needs and con-
tribute to skill development.

The discussion also aimed to support 
student activities and events, thereby 
strengthening relations between the 
parties and achieving mutual benefi ts 
that contribute to the development of 
both the academic and public sectors.

Audit findings lead to ministerial intervention

Minister Al-Huwailah dismisses six
Rehab Coop Board over violations

By Fares Al-Abdan
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, March 19: 
Minister of Social, Family and 
Childhood Affairs Dr. Amthal 
Al-Huwailah issued a decision to 
dismiss six members of the Re-
hab Cooperative Society Board 
of Directors for committing seri-
ous fi nancial and administrative 
violations.

The news-
paper obtained 
a copy of 
the decision, 
which states 
the dismissal 
was based on 
the serious fi -
nancial and 
administrative 
violations re-

ported by the Audit Committee 

of the cooperative.
Al-Huwailah then appointed 

six members to the cooperative’s 
board for a period of one year or 
until their replacements are elect-
ed (whichever is sooner). 

The dismissed members are re-
quired to hand over any funds and 
documents in their possession to 
the board within a period not ex-
ceeding one week from the date of 
the issuance of the decision.

Key appointments announced

By Najeh Bilal
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, March 19: Chief Executive Offi cer 
(CEO) of Kuwait Oil Company (KOC) Ahmad Al-Ei-
dan issued a decision regarding organizational changes 
in the Administrative and Financial Affairs Directorate 
with Ghazi Al-Qabandi as head of the Compensation 
Taskforce.

The decision also stipulates the appointment of Iman 
Abdul-Rasoul as head of the Employment and Work-
force Evaluation Team, Fahad Al-Dhubaib as head of 
the Recruitment and Transfer Team, Khaled Al-Aslawi 

as head of the Training Team, Abbas Hajieh as head of 
the Career Development Team reporting to the director 
of Training and Career Development, Hanan Ashkanani 
as a senior specialist, Eid Habib as head of the Strat-
egy and Monitoring Team (Kuwaitization of Contracts), 
Sabeka Al-Sabaj as head of the Outputs and Employ-
ment Team,  Hassan Al-Arbash as head of the Employee 
Services Team, Faleh Al-Azmi and Khaled Al-Juaib as 
senior specialists in the Human Resources Group, Saleh 
Sharif as head of the Administrative Services Team, 
Bader Al-Hadiyya as head of the Employee Services 
Team, and Mohammad Mubarak Al-Mansouri as head 
of the Administrative and Support Affairs Team.

KOC reshapes admin and financial affairs

Education center revamps project 
plans to ensure timely completion

New management and cost-saving strategies in place

By Abdulrahman Al-Shammari
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, March 
19: The National Center 
for Education Develop-
ment confirmed a re-evalu-
ation of the implementation 
procedures for educational 
projects to accelerate the 
pace of work and ensure 
their completion within the 
planned timeframe. 

This comes after some projects 
were delayed and others were not 
initiated.

In its response to the report of the 
State Audit Bureau (SAB); the cen-
ter revealed several steps, including 
informing the Secretariat General of 

the Supreme Council for Planning 
and Development of its desire to 
complete the home-based education 
project by the end of the 2024/2025 
fi scal year despite the deadline set 
in the automated system as Dec 31, 
2025.

It also requested an extension of 
the deadline for the School Excel-
lence Project to implement com-
prehensive quality standards until 
March 31, 2025 in order to com-
plete the pilot implementation pro-
cedures after its approval by the 
education minister.

The center requested an exten-
sion of the Certified Learning 
Practitioner project due to the de-
lay in completing the preparatory 
phase. 

It affi rmed that the necessary of-
fi cial approvals were obtained from 
the concerned authorities like fi nan-
cial, legal and contractual approvals, 

to ensure the project proceeds in ac-
cordance with the approved regula-
tions.

It announced the appointment of 
new project managers to oversee de-
velopment plan projects, such as the 
Local and International Studies Proj-
ect and the Home Education Project, 
to make sure their implementation is 
in accordance with the specifi ed ob-
jectives. 

It is also re-evaluating the mecha-
nism for forming working teams 
to achieve the desired returns from 
their work and avoid any delay.

On the Teacher Licensing Proj-
ect, the center confirmed that it 
has taken serious steps to further 
activate the project in the coming 
period. The system for licensing 
educational platforms, particularly 
the Teacher Licensing Project and 
the National University Admission 
Tests Project, was evaluated.  The 

evaluation revealed risks related to 
the sustainability of the system’s 
operation due to high operational 
costs. 

This has prompted the center to 
take several measures to address 
these risks; such as activating the 
system in accordance with the pro-
cedures approved by the relevant 
working teams and reducing op-
erational costs in coordination with 
the supplier company to review li-
censing and subscription costs and 
explore alternatives if the desired 
reduction is not achieved, while en-
suring that there is no interruption in 
system operation.

The center confirmed its com-
mitment to improve the efficiency 
of educational project implemen-
tation and guarantee the optimal 
use of financial resources; thus, 
enhancing the quality of the edu-
cation system.

KUNA photo
Kuwait’s Namaa Charity launches a project to distribute milk to children in 

the Gaza Strip.

‘We are facing real humanitarian crisis’

Namaa Charity distributes vital 
baby milk to 250 Gaza children
RAMALLAH, March 19, (KUNA): Na-
maa Charity, in partnership with WAFA 
Association for Development and Capac-
ity Building, implemented a project to 
distribute milk and baby bottles to needy 
children in the Gaza Strip, benefi ting 250 
children. This initiative aims to alleviate 
their suffering and secure basic food sup-
plies amid a severe shortage of food.

The CEO of Namaa Charity, Saad 
Al-Otaibi, affi rmed that the project em-
bodies Kuwait’s humanitarian message 
in supporting affl icted peoples and is an 
extension of the ongoing relief efforts in 
Gaza, particularly for the most vulnerable 
groups, such as infants and children.

He added, “We are facing a real 
humanitarian crisis as thousands of 
children in Gaza face the risk of hun-
ger due to the shortage of baby milk. 
Therefore, it was imperative for us 
to move quickly, in partnership with 
WAFA Association, to deliver this ur-

gent aid and save the lives of defense-
less children.”

Al-Otaibi extended his sincere 
thanks and gratitude to His Highness 
the Amir Sheikh Meshal Al-Ahmad 
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and His Highness 
the Crown Prince Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah for their 
great support for humanitarian work.

He stressed that the State of Kuwait 
“will always remain at the forefront of 
countries seeking to alleviate the suf-
fering of needy peoples, especially our 
brothers in Palestine.”

In turn, the Director of the WAFA 
Foundation for Development and Ca-
pacity Building, Marwan Muhaisen, 
praised the fruitful cooperation with 
Namaa Charity, stressing that this aid 
arrived at a critical time when infants 
were suffering from a severe shortage 
of milk, which directly threatened their 
lives.

Interior Ministry hosts Girge’an event for inmates
KUWAIT CITY, March 19: As part of the Min-
istry of Interior’s efforts to strengthen family ties 
and bring joy to inmates and their families, the 
General Department of Correctional Institutions 
organized a Girge’an celebration for inmates of 
the Central Prison and their families, reports Al-
Seyassah daily.

The event was held in the presence of the Direc-
tor General of Correctional Institutions Brigadier 

General Fahad Al-Obaid, Director of the Central 
Jail Administration Colonel Nasser Al-Musallam, 
and several offi cers.

The celebration included an iftar banquet for 
inmates and their families, the distribution of 
Girge’an sweets, as well as competitions, quizzes, 
and recreational games for children.

The event also featured a mural of His Highness 
the Amir Sheikh Meshal Al-Ahmad Al Jaber Al 

Sabah, painted by a group of inmates prior to the 
celebration to express loyalty and patriotism.

At the conclusion of the event, the General 
Department of Correctional Institutions honored 
inmates who demonstrated good conduct, as part 
of its support and encouragement of positive be-
havior. This initiative highlighted the role of cor-
rectional institutions in rehabilitation and social 
reintegration.

Kuwait achieves 2,080 megawatts
export to Gulf grid in February ’25

By Mohammad Ghanem
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times 

Staff

KUWAIT CITY, March 19: 
The February 2025 statistics 
issued recently by the Minis-
try of Electricity, Water and 
Renewable Energy revealed 
that 2,080 megawatts were 
exported from the electricity 
grid to the Gulf Interconnec-
tion Network. 

This is the difference be-
tween the total exported quan-
tity of 13,513 megawatts and 
the total imported quantity of 
11,433 megawatts in Febru-
ary.

The report indicated that 
the maximum electrical load 

reached 7,760 megawatts 
on Feb 5; while the lowest 
reached 6,010 megawatts on 
Feb 8 and Feb 21.

In a related development, 
the report confi rmed that the 
ministry supplied electricity 
to 544 customers in various 
residential sectors, with a total 
load of 68,422,630 kilowatts 
for the electricity needs of the 
plots in the same month.

It also indicated that the pri-
vate housing sector topped the 
list with 503 plots, followed 
by the government and in-
vestment sectors with 12, in-
dustrial sector with seven, ag-
ricultural sector with six, and 
commercial sector with four.

Awqaf urges Husayniyas to 
register online by April 15
KUWAIT CITY, March 19: The 
Ministry of Awqaf and Islamic 
Affairs has called on all individ-
uals responsible for Husayniyas 
and Husayniya councils to reg-
ister on the electronic platform 
of the ministry from March 18, 
2025 to April 15, 2025, reports 
Al-Anba daily.

This initiative is part of the on-
going efforts of the ministry to 
enhance its role as stipulated in its 
establishment decree and to regu-
late buildings used for religious 
activities.

In a press statement, the min-
istry announced that it will be 
in contact with those who are 
responsible for Husayniyas to 
facilitate the organization and 
regulation of their operations 
within its legal and administra-
tive frameworks.

It urged all responsible par-
ties to complete the registration 
within the specified timeframe to 
support its efforts and ensure the 
effective operation of Husayni-
yas in compliance with the legal 
framework.

Graduate admissions and key reports approved

Public Universities Council sets new hiring criteria

MoH urges timely updates for allowance accuracy

KUWAIT CITY, March 19: The 
acting Secretary-General of the 
Council of Public Sector Universi-
ties Dr. Jassim Al-Ali announced 
that the council has approved the 

draft ministerial resolution regu-
lating the conditions, criteria, and 
procedures for filling academic 
positions, including college deans, 
specialized deanships, heads of 

academic departments, and similar 
roles, reports Al-Seyassah daily.

This follows the issuance of 
Decree-Law No. 156/2024, which 
amended certain provisions of Law 

No. 76/2019 regarding public uni-
versities.

The announcement was made 
during the council’s first meeting 
of 2025, chaired by the Minister 
of Higher Education and Scientific 
Research Dr. Nader Al-Jalal, in the 
presence of the council members.

During the meeting, they dis-
cussed several important agenda 
items.

Al-Ali explained that the council 
approved the minutes of its previous 
meeting No. 2/2024 held on Novem-
ber 7, 2024, and reviewed a report on 
the follow-up to the implementation 
of its previous decisions.

Regarding the College of Gradu-
ate Studies at Kuwait University, the 
council approved the announcement 
and admission requirements, the ex-
pected number of students for the 
2025/2026 academic year, and the 
available scholarships, with one seat 
allocated for students with special 
needs in each graduate program.

The meeting concluded with a re-
view of Kuwait University’s annual 
report for the 2022/2023 academic 
year, as well as the 2023 annual re-
port of the General Secretariat of the 
Council of Public Sector Universi-
ties.

KUWAIT CITY, March 19: The Ministry of 
Health has stressed the importance for employees 
receiving spousal and children allowances to up-
date their personal information to ensure the con-
tinued and accurate disbursement of benefi ts, in 
accordance with the regulations, reports Al-Anba 
daily. 

This step aims to maintain transparency and 
accuracy in allowance allocations, preventing 
errors that could affect employees’ entitle-
ments.

According to sources, the ministry has instruct-
ed its employees to promptly update their data 
whenever there are changes that impact their en-

titlements, such as a male child reaching the age of 
24 or the death of a spouse or child.

Sources added the ministry has notifi ed the di-
rectors of health districts and central departments 
to closely monitor and ensure the accuracy of data 
and the proper disbursement of fi nancial benefi ts 
to the affected employees.

KUNA photo
During the council’s first meeting of 2025, chaired by the Minister of Higher Education and Scientific Research Dr. 

Nader Al-Jalal.

Dr. Al-Huwailah
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Event aims to equip researchers with essential skills in descriptive and inferential statistics

20 faculty members promoted

KU to host workshop on statistical analysis using R Programming

KU Council grants key academic 
initiatives under new leadership

Kuwait blasts
The Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) 

reaffirmed Tuesday unwavering support 
for Syria’s sovereignty independence 
and territorial integrity while rejecting 
foreign interference in its internal af-
fairs and any actions that fuel divisions 
among the Syrian people.

This came in a statement delivered by 
Kuwait’s Permanent Representative to 
the United Nations and Other Interna-
tional Organizations in Geneva Ambas-
sador Nasser Al-Hayen as Chairman of 
the GCC Ambassadors Council during 
the interactive dialogue with the Inde-
pendent International Commission of In-
quiry on Syria during the United Nations 
Human Rights Council.

Ambassador Al-Hayen emphasized 
that Syria’s security and stability are 
fundamental pillars of regional stability 
and that combating extremism, radicali-
zation and incitement, stressing the need 
to respect diversity and religious beliefs 
as a priority for the GCC.

He reiterated the GCC’s support for 
all efforts aimed at achieving a compre-
hensive political transition that ensures 
security stability and prosperity under 
the rule of law and justice.

Ambassador Al-Hayen also wel-
comed the convening of the Syrian Na-
tional Dialogue Conference, expressing 
hope that it would contribute to fulfill-
ing the aspirations of the Syrian people 
across all factions while preserving Syri-
as unity and sovereignty.

He called on all parties in Syria to pri-
oritize national interests, achieve recon-
ciliation, safeguard civilians and protect 
state institutions.

He further stressed the GCC’s posi-
tion on integrating armed factions un-
der the Ministry of Defense to ensure 
that weapons remain under state control 
thereby restoring Syria’s regional and 
international role, welcoming the agree-
ment on merging all civil and military 
institutions in northeastern Syria into 
national institutions.

The GCC also called for lifting sanc-
tions on Syria and providing all nec-
essary support to the Syrian people, 
reaffirming the blocs commitment to 
delivering humanitarian assistance. 

In other news, Kuwait Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs strongly condemned the 
deadly attacks by the Israeli occupation 
forces on Gaza Strip last night, which 
left hundreds of casualties, the majority 
of whom were children, women and el-
derly.

Such military escalation constitutes 
a grave violation of the ceasefire agree-
ment and reflects the occupation forces’ 
policy of genocide targeting civilians 
and destroying infrastructure in the Strip, 
the Ministry stressed in a statement on 
Tuesday.

Kuwait reaffirmed its calls on the in-
ternational community, particularly the 
UN Security Council (SC) and the par-
ties to the ceasefire agreement, to take 
immediate action to halt the Israeli at-
tacks, protect the Palestinian people, and 
prevent all violations that threaten peace 
and stability in the region. 

Meanwhile, the Saudi Cabinet con-
demned the new wave of deadly strikes 
by Israeli occupation forces in the Gaza 
Strip last night.

During its session, chaired in Jeddah 
on Tuesday by Saudi Crown Prince and 
Prime Minister Mohammad bin Salman, 
the Cabinet urged the international com-
munity to shoulder their responsibility 
and intervene immediately to halt these 
crimes and alleviate the humanitarian 
suffering of the Palestinian people.

The Cabinet reviewed the latest de-
velopments in Arab, regional, and inter-
national affairs, the Saudi Press Agency 
(SPA) quoted Minister of Information 
Salman Al-Dosari as saying following 
the session.

The Cabinet reiterated the Kingdom 
of Saudi Arabia’s firm stance against the 
destabilizing acts, renewed commitment 
to the efforts aiming to achieve security 
and stability in the region and beyond.

The health authorities in Gaza report-
ed that at least 413 Palestinians fell mar-
tyrs due to the renewed Israeli occupa-
tion attacks, which violated the ceasefire 
agreement. 

The Muslim World League (MWL) 
strongly condemned, on Tuesday, the 
renewed attacks by the Israeli occupy-
ing forces on Gaza Strip, which led to 
significant casualties among innocent 
civilians.

MWL’s Secretary-General, Dr. Mo-
hammed Al-Issa, denounced the aggres-
sive attacks in a statement, describing 
them as violations of international and 
humanitarian laws and norms.

Al-Issa urged the international com-
munity to take immediate and decisive 
action against these grave violations 
committed by the Israeli occupation 
government, which targets innocent ci-
vilians in Gaza.

Health authorities in Gaza have an-
nounced the martyrdom of 413 Palestin-
ians due to attacks by the Israeli occu-
pying forces on the Strip, constituting a 
violation of the ceasefire agreement.

ness the Amir, His Highness the Crown 
Prince Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad 
Al-Sabah and Acting Prime Minister 
Sheikh Fahad Yousuf Saud Al-Sabah.

He recalled the achievements made 
by KDSC members since 1977, noting 
that the number of athletes with disabili-
ties representing Kuwait at international 
Paralympics grew from 30 to 350, males 
and females, in the past four and a half 
decades.

He noted that the Kuwaiti athletes 
were able to make outstanding achieve-
ments in the Paris 2024 Paralympic 
Games, citing the shotput gold medal-
ist Faisal Sorour and the bronze medal-
ist Faisal Al-Rajehi of the the 5000m 
wheelchair race.

Al-Hajeri expressed gratitude for His 
Highness the Amir’s visit to the Club, 
promising that the Club will continue 
doubling its efforts to foster the skills of 
its members. 

Also on Tuesday, His Highness the 
Amir Sheikh Meshal Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah visited the Kuwait Blind 
Association (KBA), accompanied by 
His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh 
Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, and 
His Highness the Acting Prime Minister 
Sheikh Fahad Yousef Saud Al-Sabah.

His Highness was received by Minis-
ter of Social Affairs, Family and Child-
hood Affairs, Dr. Amthal Al-Huwaila, 
Kuwait Blind Association Director, 
Fayiz Al-Azmi, and the Association’s 
Secretary General Mansour Al-Enezi.

In his speech, His Highness the Amir 
congratulated the association on the holy 
month of Ramadan, expressing his pride 
in all the efforts of the association in 
helping and supporting those with vision 
impairment issues.

He appreciated the association mem-
ber’s efforts to their country through 
sports, events, seminars, and many oth-
ers, especially the first Al-Baghli Holy 
Quran Competition for the Blind at the 
GCC countries level.

His Highness reaffirmed the rights of 
those with vision impairment, remind-
ing both the public and private sectors 
to provide them with adequate support, 
especially through modern technology to 
ensure they benefit from it.

Meanwhile, the Chairman of the 
Board of Directors of Kuwait Blind 
Association Fayiz Al-Azmi also de-
livered a speech on this occasion, 
in which he said, “On behalf of the 
members of the Kuwait Blind Associa-
tion, I extend my warmest congratula-
tions and blessings to His Highness 
the Amir on the occasion of the holy 
month of Ramadan.”

“I also extend my warmest congratula-
tions to His Highness the Crown Prince, 
the Prime Minister, and all residents of 
this blessed land. I ask Allah Almighty 
to have many returns of this blessed oc-
casion to Kuwait under the leadership of 
His Highness the Amir.”

“Since its founding in 1972, the Ku-
wait Blind Association has been honored 
to visit the former Amir’s of Kuwait,” 
Al-Azmi said.

“Such visits, Your Highness, have 
never been made in any country in the 
world except in our beloved country, 
Kuwait, and this reflects your unlimited 
humanitarian role in empathizing with 
the suffering of those visually impaired 
members.

Kuwait faces
with possible thunderstorms in some 
areas.

The heaviest rainfall is forecast 
between Friday afternoon and Satur-
day, accompanied by strong southern 
winds on Thursday and Friday. These 
winds may raise dust, reduce visibility 
– especially in open areas – and cause 
rough sea conditions.

Weather conditions are expected to 
gradually improve from midnight on 
Saturday, with decreasing clouds and 
diminishing rain chances. However, 
fog may form on Sunday morning, 
particularly in coastal areas.

Kuwait’s disabled
His Highness the Amir took pride in 

the achievements recently made by Ku-
waiti athletes with disabilities in interna-
tional sports events.

He urged them to continue training 
and the competent state bodies to con-
tinue motivating them and improving 
their skills.

On his part, KDSC Chairman Shafi 
Al-Hajeri expressed, on behalf of the 
Club’s members and management, the 
holy Ramadan wishes for His High-

7,500 daily meals served locally and abroad

Zakat House expands iftar reach

By Abdulrahman Al-Shammari
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, March 19: The Research Sector of Ku-
wait University (KU) will organize a specialized work-
shop titled “Statistical Analysis of Scientifi c Research 
Using the R Programming Language: Descriptive and In-
ferential Statistics,” with support from the Kuwait Foun-
dation for the Advancement of Sciences (KFAS).

The workshop aims to enhance researchers’ skills in 
statistical analysis and the use of quantitative tools in sci-
entifi c research.

The workshop will take place from April 13 to 17 in 
Classroom 1012 - B2, North Building, College of Busi-
ness Administration.

The workshop will be led by Professor Stefan T. Gries, 
Professor of Statistical Corpus at the University of Cali-

fornia, Santa Barbara, and the University of Giessen in 
Germany, along with Dr. Mohammed Al-Enzi, Assistant 
Professor at KU specialized in statistical corpus and lin-
guistic data analysis.

The workshop targets members of the academic and 
supporting academic staff, as well as graduate students 
from various disciplines. Its aims to equip them with the 
skills needed to analyze research data using the R pro-

gramming language, which is a vital tool in statistical 
analysis.

The workshop is part of the collaborative efforts be-
tween KU and KFAS, as specifi ed in the memorandum of 
understanding signed between the two institutions. The 
agreement seeks to enhance researchers’ skills and capa-
bilities for contributing to the improvement of the quality 
of scientifi c research.

By Abdulrahman Al-Shammari
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, March 19: Kuwait 
University President Dr. Dina Al-
Mailem chaired her fi rst University 
Council meeting on Wednesday at the 
council’s meeting hall in Sabah Al-Sa-
lem University City with the members 
in attendance.

Al-Mailem warmly welcomed all 
those present at her fi rst meeting after 
gaining the confi dence of the political 
leadership in assuming the post.

After the meeting, acting Secretary 
General of the university Dr. Bader 
Al-Rajhi disclosed in a press statement 
that the council approved the follow-
ing: 
■ Minutes of Meeting No. 06/2024 
held on Dec 22, 2024;
■ Amendment of Clause 10 of Article 
44 of the Kuwait University Financial 
Regulations;
■ Memorandums of Understanding 

between Qassim University in the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and Kuwait 
University, and the University of Mal-

ta in the Republic of Malta and Kuwait 
University;
■ Annual scholarship plan for the 
2024/2025 academic year;
■ General budget for the Scientifi c 
Publications Council, Scientifi c Jour-
nals and the Authorship, Arabization 
and Publication Committee for fi scal 
2023/2024;
■ General budget and fi nal accounts 
of the Journal of Medical Foundations 
and Applications for fi scal 2023/2024;
■ Proposal of the College of Graduate 
Studies to amend Article 41bis of its 
bylaws;
■ Promotion of 20 faculty members 
to professor and associate professor. 

Al-Mailem congratulated the pro-
moted faculty members, wishing them 
continued success in their academic 
and research endeavors. She also af-
fi rmed the university’s commitment 
to fully support its academic staff, and 
improve the environment for scientifi c 
research and academic excellence.

KUWAIT CITY, March 19, (KUNA): Kuwait’s Zakat 
House (Zakah House) has confi rmed that it will continue of-
fering iftar banquets for the needy both inside and outside 
Kuwait during the holy month of Ramadan, with donations 
from Kuwaitis since 1983.

Director of Projects and Local Bodies at Zakat House, 
Rad’an Al-Hajri, said in a press statement on Tuesday that 
the project, which is being implemented in the country, in-
cludes 17 locations across all Kuwaiti governorates.

Al-Hajri added that the project aims to provide approxi-
mately 7,500 meals daily, each containing a variety of food 
items according to the latest safe food requirements set by 
the Public Authority for Food and Nutrition.

He explained that the implementation of the local iftar 
banquets project is an expression of Kuwaitis’ love for char-
ity and their keenness to extend a helping hand to the needy 
inside Kuwait, especially during the holy month of Rama-
dan.

He appealed to the benefactors of the country of good-

ness and giving to donate to the project, indicating that 
Zakat House receives donations through the donors’ recep-
tion halls at its headquarters in South Surra, or through one 
of its branches in Salwa, Jahra, and Ishbiliya, or through its 
revenue centers located in various areas of Kuwait near the 
central markets of cooperative societies.

For his part, the supervisor of external projects and bodies 
at Zakat House, Ayed Al-Mutairi, said in a similar statement 
that Zakat House allocates part of its charitable projects to 
serve Muslims outside the State of Kuwait, in line with the 
desires of donors to achieve the goal of the House’s strategy 
in strengthening the humanitarian aspect through partnership 
and communication with sectors concerned with zakat lo-
cally and internationally.

Al-Mutairi added that the iftar banquets project abroad 
this year is being implemented in 14 countries, including 
Jordan, Lebanon, Yemen, Somalia, Mauritania, Bosnia, and 
Montenegro, at a cost of about 66,000 Kuwaiti dinars (ap-
proximately 214,000 US dollars).

KOC CEO affirms geology’s 
vital role in oil production

AU’s Event Management students 
shed light on Kuwait’s tourism industry

‘Geoscience drives Kuwait’s oil future’

By Najeh Bilal
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, March 
19: Chief Executive Officer 
(CEO) of Kuwait Oil Com-
pany (KOC) Ahmad Al-Eidan 
praised the role of the national 
staff in the oil exploration ef-
forts of the company, stressing 
that their contributions over 
the past 90 years have not been 
underestimated.

In a statement to reporters on the 
sidelines of the Ramadan Ghabqa 
hosted by the Kuwait Society for 
Geosciences recently, Al-Eidan af-
firmed that Geology is the founda-
tion of petroleum discoveries. 

He explained that Geoscience is the 
primary source of Kuwaiti oil explora-
tion, as it determines the presence or 
absence of oil before extraction.  He 
also pointed out that KOC relies on 
Geology, along with Petroleum Engi-
neering and Field Engineering, to de-
velop new production and exploration 
operations. 

He confirmed that KOC is constantly 
developing the work of Geology and the 
Society, clarifying the Society is not just 
an association; as it is rather a gather-
ing of geologists, conveying a message 
about the importance of Geology and its 

contributions to building the nation.
Meanwhile, Chairman of the Board 

of Directors of the Society Dr. Mubarak 
Al-Hajri stated that it has gained the re-
spect and trust of local, Gulf, Arab and 
international geological communities. 

He said it has forged strategic partner-
ships with established geological orga-
nizations and institutions at the local, 
Gulf, Arab and international levels.

He revealed the Society has been pre-
senting strategic 
initiatives aimed 
at strengthen-
ing joint coop-
eration, scien-
tific research and 
cognitive devel-
opment; thereby, 
contributing to 
the development 
of the geological 
community in 

Kuwait. 
He thinks Ku-

wait is experiencing a distinguished 
geological scientific movement; hence, 
the need to maximize such movement. 
“Therefore, the theme of the Ghabqa is 
‘Geology Unites Us’. We consider this 
the responsibility of the Society,” he 
added.

He stressed the need to consolidate 
the concept of loyalty and strengthen 
the spirit of cohesion among members 
of the geological community in the 

country, in addition to encouraging and 
supporting the Society’s activities and 
events.

He said the Society is leading a geo-
logical movement at the local and Gulf 
levels, indicating that the Kuwaiti geo-
logical community can be an important 
driver in boosting the national economy; 
while contributing to sustainable devel-
opment, and to support Kuwait’s vision 
for progress, advancement and prosper-
ity.

Director for Public Relations and 
Media at KOC Mohammed Al-Basry 
praised the Society’s distinguished ef-
forts in promoting Science and knowl-
edge.

Al-Basry added that such gatherings 
strengthen cooperation between nation-
al institutions and open new horizons for 
joint work in the service of the country. 

He believes these gatherings are an 
opportunity to exchange experiences 
and ideas that contribute to the develop-
ment of the oil sector and geological sci-
ences -- one of the cornerstones of the 
national economy.

He added KOC believes in the impor-
tance of partnerships with scientific and 
research institutions, and is keen on sup-
porting all efforts that contribute to the 
development of national professionals 
and the promotion of scientific research. 

He concluded “we are confident that 
the Society will remain a strategic part-
ner in this endeavor.”

Continued from Page 1

KUNA photo
Zakat House assistance in Jordan.

Philanthropist donates KD 1 mln to 
Nat’l Campaign for Debtors Support

By Fares Al-Abdan
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, March 19: A philanthropist donated 
KD 1 million to the National Campaign for Debtors 
Support with the aim of alleviating the suffering of 

the needy and promoting a spirit of solidarity.
Total donations to the campaign, which was launched 

last Friday, have reached KD 1,693,677, with the number 
of donors totaling 9,004. Sources expect cooperative so-
cieties to begin contributing to the campaign by allocating 
their zakat funds during the last ten days of Ramadan.

KUWAIT CITY, March 19: The Australian University (AU) is 
continuing the success of its recently introduced Event Manage-
ment major, a program designed to equip students with the skills 
needed to shape the future of Kuwait’s entertainment and tour-
ism industries. Under the College of Business, the Marketing 
and Event Management Department has emerged as a hub for 
innovation, aligning student projects with Kuwait Vision 2035’s 
goal of economic diversifi cation and national development.

A recent student-led study on Kuwait’s tourism industry, 
conducted under the guidance of AU faculty, highlighted 
the department’s impact. The research surveyed key industry 
players and revealed signifi cant opportunities for growth, par-
ticularly in cultural tourism, entertainment events, and digital 
marketing. Findings showed that 72% of respondents would be 
more likely to visit Kuwait if more music festivals and cultural 
celebrations were introduced, underscoring the importance of 
event management in driving tourism.

The study was carried out by College of Business stu-
dents Khalid Al Otaibi, Mobarak Al Mahdi, Zainab Hussain, 
Fatemah Hussain, and Shahad Al Jarwan, under the supervi-
sion of Dr. Faidon Theofanidis, Associate Professor of Mar-
keting. The research was fully supported by Dr. Farid Abdul-
lah, Dean of the College of Business, and Ms. Marcelle De 
La Roche, Head of the Marketing and Events Management 
Department.

Students in the Marketing and Event Management Depart-
ment have been actively engaging in projects that address real-
world industry challenges. Their research emphasized the need 

for developed infrastructure, expanded social media marketing 
strategies, and the progress of family-friendly attractions to en-
hance Kuwait’s appeal as a touristic destination.

With the Marketing and Event Management Department 
leading the way, AU continues to solidify its reputation as a 
center for academic excellence and industry-relevant educa-
tion, producing graduates with hands-on practical experience 
who can shape the future of Kuwait’s tourism and event man-
agement industry.

Australian University

KU photo
Dr. Dina Al-Mailem, Kuwait Univer-

sity President.

Al-Eidan
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 Putin’s vow not to hit energy infrastructure ‘at odds with reality’: Zelenskyy

US, Russia agree to immediate ceasefi re for energy infrastructure in Ukraine war
WASHINGTON, March 19, (AP): US President Donald Trump and Russian 
President Vladimir Putin agreed during a lengthy call Tuesday to an immediate 
pause in strikes against energy infrastructure in the Ukraine war, but the Rus-
sian leader stopped short of backing a broader 30-day pause in fi ghting that the 
US administration is pressing for.

The White House described it as the fi rst step in a “movement to peace” 
that it hopes will include a maritime ceasefi re in the Black Sea and eventu-
ally a full and lasting end to the fi ghting. But there was no indication that 
Putin has backed away from his conditions for a prospective peace deal, which 
are fi ercely opposed by Kyiv. And shortly after the call ended, air raid alerts 
sounded in Kyiv, followed by explosions in the city. Local offi cials urged peo-
ple to seek shelter.

Putin during the call reiterated his demand for an end to foreign military and 
intelligence assistance to Ukraine, according to the Kremlin. Trump, though, 
denied that the subject came up during an interview with Fox News on Tues-
day.

“We didn’t talk about aid,” Trump said. “We didn’t talk about aid at all.”
Russia also wants Ukraine to pull back its troops from the four regions that 

Moscow has annexed but never fully captured, renounce any prospect of join-
ing the NATO military alliance and sharply cut its army.

“We agreed to an immediate Ceasefi re on all Energy and Infrastructure, with 
an understanding that we will be working quickly to have a Complete Cease-
fi re and, ultimately, an END to this very horrible War between Russia and 
Ukraine,” Trump said on social media.

Putin also told Trump that Russia and Ukraine are set to exchange 175 pris-
oners of war each on Wednesday, and Russia will also hand over to Ukraine 23 
badly wounded soldiers, the Kremlin said.

The limited pause comes as Trump still hopes to get Russia to sign off on 
his 30-day ceasefi re proposal aimed at ending the Russian invasion of Ukraine.

Ukrainian offi cials last week agreed to the 30-day ceasefi re proposal during 
talks in Saudi Arabia led by Secretary of State Marco Rubio. White House 

special envoy Steve Witkoff then met with Putin in Moscow to discuss the 
proposal.

The Trump-Putin engagement is just the latest turn in dramatically shifting 
U.S.-Russia relations as Trump made quickly ending the confl ict a top priority 
- even at the expense of straining ties with longtime American allies who want 
Putin to pay a price for the invasion.

Trump has at moments boasted of his relationship with Putin and blamed 
Ukraine for Russia’s unprovoked invasion, all while accusing Ukraine’s Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelenskyy of unnecessarily prolonging the biggest land war 
in Europe since World War II.

Trump has said Washington and Moscow have already begun discussing 
“dividing up certain assets” between Ukraine and Russia as part of a deal to 
end the confl ict.

Zelenskyy said Wednesday that a vow by Putin not to attack energy infra-
structure was “very much at odds with reality” following an overnight barrage 
of drone strikes across the country.

Zelenskyy said that he would speak with Trump later in the day and ex-
pected to hear more about the American leader’s phone call with Putin about a 
ceasefi re and to discuss the next steps to be taken.

“Even last night, after Putin’s conversation with ... Trump, when Putin said 
that he was allegedly giving orders to stop strikes on Ukrainian energy, there 
were 150 drones launched overnight, including on energy facilities,” Zelen-
skyy said at a news conference in Helsinki with Finnish President Alexander 
Stubb.

Russia said it had halted its targeting of Ukraine’s energy facilities and ac-
cused Kyiv of attacking equipment near one of its pipelines.

“Unfortunately, we see that for now there is no reciprocity on the part of the 
Kyiv regime,” Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said.

Russian strikes, which hit civilian areas and damaged a hospital, followed 
Putin’s refusal to back a full 30-day ceasefi re during discussions with Trump.

Stubb called the discussions between Putin and Trump a step in the right 
direction, but Finland’s president said that Russia needs to end its aggression.

“There are only two ways to respond to the proposal of the president of the 
United States: it’s a yes or a no - no buts, no conditions,” Stubb said. “Ukraine 
accepted a ceasefi re without any forms of conditions. If Russia refuses to 
agree, we need to increase our efforts to strengthen Ukraine and ratchet up 
pressure on Russia to convince them to come to the negotiating table.”

Travel is highly discouraged in the #ABQ metro through Tuesday afternoon on March 18, due to visibility below a 
quarter mile from blowing dust and dangerous crosswinds of up to 70 mph on north to south roads and highways, 

in downtown Albuquerque, NM, looking west from Route 66. (AP)

Dust storms, strong winds rage across New Mexico
Dust storms, strong gusts and at least two brush fi res 
descended on New Mexico on Tuesday, snarling high-
way traffi c, knocking out power and setting buildings 
ablaze.

The National Weather Service pushed an emergency 
alert to cellphones that warned of zero-visibility condi-
tions and adverse health consequences for infants and 
the elderly. And in some parts of the state, gusts have 
reached as high as 70 mph (113 kph).

The state is being hit by strong winds off an area of 
low pressure directly over Kansas on Tuesday even-
ing, while extremely dry conditions over the last few 
months have created prime conditions for fi re threat 
and dust storms, said Marc Chenard, meteorologist for 
the weather service. Dry, dusty weather reduced visibil-
ity to almost zero in some instances amid gusts of up to 

50 mph (80 kph) along the Albuquerque-Santa Fe cor-
ridor and high plains communities in Torrance County, 
including towns along Interstate 40. Interstate 25 was 
opened after a brief closure near Cochiti Pueblo due to 
dust, wind and poor visibility.

Blinding dust prompted New Mexico’s transportation 
department to close a 130-mile stretch of Interstate 10, 
from the Arizona state line to the outskirts of Las Cru-
ces, along with state highways near Deming.

High winds also led to road closures in the state’s oil-
producing region near Roswell and Carlsbad.

“Motorists should not drive into a dust storm. Pull 
aside and stay alive,” the National Weather Service 
said in a dust-storm warning.

More than 39,000 customers were without power by 
Tuesday evening, according to PowerOutage.us. (AP) 

Trump administration makes public thousands 
of fi les related to 1963 assassination of JFK

Italy recovers six
bodies of migrants

DALLAS, March 19, (AP): Unre-
dacted fi les related to the 1963 assas-
sination of President John F. Kennedy 
were released Tuesday evening.

About 2,200 fi les consisting of over 
63,000 pages were posted on the web-
site of the US National Archives and 
Records Administration. The vast ma-
jority of the National Archives’ collec-
tion of over 6 million pages of records, 
photographs, motion pictures, sound 
recordings and artifacts related to the 
assassination had previously been re-
leased.

President Donald Trump told re-
porters on Monday that the release 
was coming, though he estimated it at 
about 80,000 pages. “We have a tre-
mendous amount of paper. You’ve got 
a lot of reading,” Trump said while vis-
iting the John F. Kennedy Center for 
the Performing Arts in Washington.

There is an intense interest in details 
related to the assassination, which has 
spawned countless conspiracy theo-
ries. Here are some things to know:

Shortly after he was sworn into of-
fi ce, Trump ordered the release of the 
remaining classifi ed fi les related to the 
assassination

He directed the national intelligence 
director and attorney general to develop 
a plan to release the records. The order 
also aimed to declassify the remaining 
federal records related to the 1968 assas-
sinations of Sen. Robert F. Kennedy and 
the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.

After signing the order, Trump 
handed the pen to an aide and directed 

that it be given to Robert F. Kennedy 
Jr., the Trump administration’s top 
health offi cial. He’s the nephew of 
John F. Kennedy and son of Robert 
F. Kennedy. The younger Kennedy, 
whose anti-vaccine activism has al-
ienated him from much of his family, 
has said he isn’t convinced that a lone 
gunman was solely responsible for his 
uncle’s assassination.

When Air Force One carrying JFK and 
fi rst lady Jacqueline Kennedy touched 
down in Dallas, they were greeted by a 
clear sky and enthusiastic crowds. With 
a reelection campaign on the horizon the 
next year, they went to Texas for a politi-
cal fence-mending trip.

But as the motorcade was fi nish-
ing its parade route downtown, shots 
rang out from the Texas School Book 
Depository building. Police arrested 
24-year-old Lee Harvey Oswald, who 
had positioned himself from a sniper’s 
perch on the sixth fl oor. Two days later, 
nightclub owner Jack Ruby fatally shot 
Oswald during a jail transfer.

A year after the assassination, the 
Warren Commission, which President 
Lyndon B. Johnson established to in-
vestigate, concluded that Oswald acted 
alone and that there was no evidence 
of a conspiracy. But that didn’t quell 
a web of alternative theories over the 
decades.

MILAN, March 19, (AP): The Italian 
Coast Guard has recovered six bodies 
and was searching for up to 40 migrants 
missing after a rubber dinghy that de-
parted from Tunisia sank in the central 
Mediterranean, the UN refugee agency 
in Italy said Wednesday.

Another 10 people, including four 
women, were rescued Tuesday and 
brought to Italy’s southernmost island 
of Lampedusa. The Red Cross said they 
were in good physical condition, and 
were receiving psychological care.

Survivors said that some 56 people 
were in the dinghy when it departed 
from the Tunisian port of Sfax on Mon-
day evening, the UNHCR reported. The 
boat started to defl ate a few hours after 
departure. The people on board were 
from Cameroon, Ivory Coast, Guinea and 
Mali, the UNHCR said. The UN Missing 
Migrant Project puts the number of the 
dead and missing in the perilous central 
Mediterranean at over 24,506 from 2014 
to 2024, many of whom were lost at sea. 

Part of a fi le, dated April 5, 1964, details efforts to trace Lee Harvey 
Oswald’s travel from Mexico City back to the United States, is photo-

graphed in Washington on Oct 26, 2017. (AP)

Migrants are helped evacuate a partially defl ated rubber dinghy by the res-
cue personnel of the SOS Mediteranee’s humanitarian ship Ocean Viking 

in the Central Mediterranean Sea on March 12, 2024. (AP)

Tensions fl are between 2 countries

France, Algeria feud over expulsion policy
ALGIERS, Algeria, March 19, (AP): A dispute over 
the fate of 60 Algerians that France hopes to deport has 
deepened a rupture between the countries that has ap-
proached a historic low over the past year.

Algeria’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs on Monday re-
jected a French list of Algerians “with a dangerous pro-
fi le” set for deportation. It said the list from France’s 
Interior Ministry bypassed traditional diplomatic chan-
nels for such expulsions and denied the Algerians their 
rightful trials.

The ministry statement rejected “threats and intimi-
dation attempts, as well as injunctions, ultimatums, and 
any coercive language.”

France’s right-wing Interior Minister Bruno Retail-
leau, who had previously threatened that France could 
terminate decades-old immigration and visa accords, on 
Tuesday pledged to retaliate in a post on X.

The list in question is the fi rst time that France has 
publicly discussed compiling and transmitting names 
of those slated for expulsion. The names are a fraction 
of the Algerians that French authorities have previously 
said they’ve designated for deportation.

As conservative forces have risen in France in recent 
months, offi cials including Retailleau have pushed for 
stricter immigration controls, and the government has 
intensifi ed its efforts to expel Algerians.

Data submitted to France’s parliament last year 
showed less than 10% of French expulsion orders lead 
to actual deportations.

The Algerians set to be deported include a 37-year-old 
suspect sentenced to life for his role in an eastern France 
stabbing attack last month, and a trio of TikTok infl uenc-

ers found guilty of inciting violence against Jews, Mo-
rocco or opponents of Algeria’s government.

With economic diffi culties and political dissatisfac-
tion mounting in Algeria, the country’s offi cials have 
leaned into disagreements with former colonizer France.

Algerian offi cials have maintained that their country’s 
refusal to accept the deportees from France is related to 
concerns about due process.

Despite lingering tensions since Algeria wrested in-
dependence from France in a bloody war more than 60 
years ago, the countries have cooperated on issues such 
as security, migration and trade. But relations have dete-
riorated under French President Emmanuel Macron and 
Algerian President Abdelmadjid Tebboune.

French President Emmanuel Macron speaks to sol-
diers at the Luxeuil-Saint-Sauveur airbase, in Saint-
Sauveur, north-eastern France on March 18. (AP)

United Nations chief praises new talks on 
reviving peace process for divided Cyprus
GENEVA, March 19, (AP): UN Secretary-General Anto-
nio Guterres said Tuesday he will appoint an envoy to help 
shepherd a divided Cyprus toward long-lasting peace, as he 
hailed a “constructive atmosphere” in talks with Greek Cyp-
riot and Turkish Cypriot leaders.

The UN chief spoke after an informal meeting in Geneva 
with Greek Cypriot President Nikos Christodoulides and 
Turkish Cypriot leader Ersin Tatar that aimed to breathe new 
life into a peace process on hiatus for nearly eight years.

The Mediterranean island was divided when Turkey in-
vaded the northern part in 1974 following a failed coup by 
supporters of a union with Greece. Only Turkey recognizes 
a Turkish Cypriot declaration of independence, and has more 
than 35,000 troops in the island’s northern third. Although 
Cyprus joined the European Union in 2004, only the Greek 
Cypriot south, where the internationally recognized govern-
ment is seated, enjoys full membership benefi ts.

“These discussions were held in a constructive atmosphere, 
with both sides showing clear commitment to making progress 
and continuing dialogue,” Guterres told reporters. He said Chris-
todoulides and Tatar agreed to trust-building initiatives on issues 
like energy, environment, opening four new crossing points along 

a U.N. controlled buffer zone, youth affairs and de-mining, and 
that he will appoint an envoy to “prepare the next steps” for a new 
meeting at the end of July to take stock of progress.

From left: Cyprus President Nikos Christodoulides, 
UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres and Turkish 
Cypriot leader Ersin Tatar pose for a photo, ahead of 
a meeting to discuss the future of stalled peace talks 
over the divided island of Cyprus at the United Nations 

in Geneva, Switzerland on March 18. (AP)

In this combination of fi le photos, President Donald Trump, (left), and 
Ukraine’s President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, (center), are seen at the Ely-
see Palace on Dec 7, 2024 in Paris, and President Vladimir Putin, (right), 
addresses a Technology Forum in Moscow, Russia on Feb 21, 2025. 

(AP)

Europe and Canada eyeing alternatives to
American-made F-35 Joint Strike Fighter

BERLIN, March 19, (AP): Questions 
are mounting in Canada and in Eu-
rope over whether big-ticket purchases 
of high-end US weaponry, such as 
the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter, are still 
a wise strategic choice for Western 
countries worried about their invest-
ment in US defense technology.

In less than two months, US Presi-
dent Donald Trump has upended dec-

ades of foreign policy. He has left 
NATO members questioning whether 
Washington will honor the trans-At-
lantic alliance’s commitment to defend 
each other, if other European countries 
are attacked by Russia. He’s also made 
repeat overtures to Moscow and sus-
pended most US foreign aid.

That could impact foreign sales 
of the Lockheed Martin-produced 

F-35 and other advanced US jets like 
the F-16. As Russia’s war in Ukraine 
grinds on, it’s become clear that East-
ern European NATO members still 
have vast stores of Soviet-era weapons 
in their stockpiles that weren’t interop-
erable with Western weaponry.

A long-term plan to get all of NATO 
on similar platforms - by replacing old 
Soviet-era jets with Western ones, par-
ticularly the F-16 and in some cases, 
the F-35 - has gained momentum.

Some of the NATO countries are 
now rethinking tying their defense to 
U.S.-made systems and potentially 
considering European jets.

In Canada, where Trump has 
launched a trade war and has threat-
ened economic coercion to make it 
the 51st American state, new Prime 
Minister Mark Carney has asked De-
fense Minister Bill Blair to review its 
purchase of F-35s. Canada has been a 
partner with the U.S. in developing the 
fi ghter.

Blair will see if there are other op-
tions “given the changing environ-
ment,” a defense spokesman said.

Carney on Tuesday announced an 
early warning radar system purchase 
from Australia worth Canadian $6 bil-
lion ($4.2 billion). Offi cials say it will 
have a smaller footprint than a similar 
American system.

A US Air Force offi cer, (left), briefs an Indian naval offi cer about the F-35 
fi ghter aircraft at the static display area on the last day of the Aero India 
2025, a biennial event, at Yelahanka air base in Bengaluru, India on Feb 

14. (AP)



BOGOTA, Colombia, March 19, 
(AP): Colombia’s President Gus-
tavo Petro urged supporters to 
“rebel” against centrist and right-
wing politicians who have blocked 
efforts to reform Colombia’s health 
system and labor laws, as the nation 
prepares for congressional and pres-
idential elections next year.

During a protest organized by la-
bor unions on Tuesday, Petro gave 
a half-hour speech in which he said 
his government will press ahead 
with plans to organize a special 
election. The plebiscite will enable 

voters to approve or reject health 
and labor legislation that has lan-
guished in Congress due to a lack 
of consensus from political parties.

“The people have made lots of 
sacrifices to be governed now by 
monarchs and tyrants,” Petro said of 
the members of congress who have 
opposed his reforms. “They want to 
exploit humans because they have 
sold their heart to greed.”

Petro, the South American na-
tion’s first leftist president, has 
struggled to get legislation passed 
in the Senate, where his Historical 

Pact movement only has a fifth of 
all seats.

Petro gave national government 
workers the day off Tuesday so they 
could join protests in favor of the 
special election, while government 
agencies promoted the protests on 
their social media feeds and through 
television ads.

On Tuesday, thousands of people 
joined a protest in Bogota’s historic 
Bolivar Square, where Petro was 
the main speaker. In a fiery tone, 
the president urged voters to “pun-
ish” members of Congress whom 
he accused of legislating in favor of 
corporations, and of succumbing to 
“corruption and greed.”

The special election the govern-
ment plans to hold is known as a 
popular consultation in Colombian 
law, and requires Senate approval. 
For its results to be implemented, 
one third of all registered voters 
must participate, or around 13 mil-
lion people.

Political analysts in Colombia 
say that it will be hard for Petro’s 
government to convince enough 
voters to turn out for the election. 
The president was elected in 2022, 
with 11.2 million votes.

But some analysts have said that 
the special election can help the 
government energize its support-
ers before congressional elections 
in March. The special election also 
enables the national government to 
campaign for its causes, using pub-
lic funds.
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US vows to keep strong, forward-deployed force in Seoul

Chinese enterprises donate relief supplies
to support victims of fl oods in Zambia

S.Korea to mobilize police when court decides on Yoon impeachment
Police in Bangladesh arrest

Rohingya armed group leader

Presidents of Congo and Rwanda meet in 
Qatar to discuss eastern Congo insurgency

Pakistan steps up pressure on Afghans to
 return home, says leading rights group

Roadside bomb in Mogadishu
targeted Somalia prez convoy

Honduras plane
crash kills twelve

LUSAKA, March 19, (Xinhua): Chi-
nese enterprises operating in Zambia 
donated supplies to support victims 
of the floods that have affected the 
country during the 2024-2025 rainy 
season.

Among the donated items were food 
supplies such as maize meal, rice, sugar 
and cooking oil, while non-food items 
included disinfectants, blankets, mat-
tresses, protective gear and other es-
sentials, valued at about 1.2 million 
zambian kwacha (about 42,000 U.S. 
dollars).

The companies also handed over a 
cash donation of about 200,000 kwacha 
(about 7,000 dollars).

Zambian Vice President Mutale 
Nalumango, Charge d’Affaires of the 
Chinese Embassy in Zambia Wang 
Sheng, and offi cials from the Zambia 
Chinese Association attended the hand-
over ceremony held at the offi ces of the 
Disaster Management and Mitigation 

Unit in Lusaka, the country’s capital.
In his remarks, Wang said China 

shares the pain of the fl ood victims, 
which prompted the decision to pro-
vide relief support, and China stands 
ready to offer further humanitarian as-
sistance within its capacity.

“With similar fl ood challenges at 
home, we in China deeply empathize 
with the pain and loss suffered by the 
zambian people. We are taking action 
and stand ready to provide more hu-
manitarian assistance within our capac-
ity in a timely manner,” he said.

He noted that since the establish-
ment of diplomatic relations 60 years 
ago, the two countries have stood by 
each other and offered support in times 
of need.

During the COVID-19 and cholera 
outbreaks, China was among the fi rst 
countries to assist Zambia in combat-
ing the diseases, Wang said, adding 
that this support refl ected the compre-

hensive strategic cooperative partner-
ship announced by the two heads of 
state and China’s commitment to build-
ing a community with a shared future 
for mankind.

He said the donation exemplifi ed 
the commitment of the Chinese com-
munity and businesses in Zambia to 
fulfi lling their social responsibilities, 
which have always been among their 
core values.

For her part, Nalumango com-
mended China for its support, saying it 
would signifi cantly ease the suffering 
of the victims.

The support is a testament to the cor-
dial relations that have existed between 
the two countries for the past 60 years, 
she said.

According to the vice president, the 
fl oods have claimed four lives, dis-
placed many people, particularly in 
Lusaka, and impacted other parts of the 
country.

SEOUL, March 19, (Agencies): The 
South Korean police planned to mo-
bilize all available riot police across 
the country on the day when the con-
stitutional court decides whether to 
impeach President Yoon Suk-yeol over 
his botched martial law imposition, 
Yonhap news agency said Wednesday.

The police will issue the highest level 
of emergency order to deploy about 
20,000 riot policemen of 338 units across 
the country for expected protests and 
crowd control when the court reaches a 
conclusion on Yoon’s impeachment.

Of the total, about 14,000 riot police-
men will be deployed in Seoul, where 
the constitutional court is located.

On the day of sentencing, detectives 
will be placed inside the court, and if 
protesters break into the court, they 
will be caught red-handed.

Police commandos, as well as para-
medics and ambulances, will also be on 
standby around the court to prepare for 
emergencies.

Yoon was released on March 8 as 
the prosecution decided not to appeal 
against a court’s release approval.

The Seoul Central District Court 
approved the release of the arrested 
president, accepting Yoon’s request to 
cancel his detention made by his legal 
team on Feb. 4.

Yoon was apprehended in the presi-
dential offi ce on Jan. 15 and was in-
dicted under detention on Jan. 26 as a 

suspected ringleader of insurrection, 
becoming the country’s fi rst sitting 
president to be arrested and prosecuted.

Yoon declared an emergency martial 
law on the night of Dec. 3 last year, but 
it was revoked by the opposition-led 
National Assembly hours later.

A motion to impeach Yoon was 
passed in the National Assembly on 
Dec. 14, and since then the constitution-

al court held 11 hearings on Yoon’s im-
peachment with its fi nal verdict widely 
expected to be delivered this week. 

Meanwhile, South Korea’s Acting 
President Choi Sang-mok on Monday 
instructed the government to engage 
with the US to prevent any adverse 
impact on energy cooperation follow-
ing Washington’s designation of South 
Korea as a “sensitive” country, Yonhap 

News Agency reported.
The US Department of Energy 

(DOE) under the previous Joe Biden 
administration made the designation 
in January after Yoon briefl y imposed 
martial law in December amid discus-
sions about the possibility of Seoul de-
veloping nuclear weapons.

During a meeting with ministers on 
economic affairs, Choi directed rel-
evant government agencies to “actively 
explain” the situation to Washington to 
ensure that South Korea-US coopera-
tion in science, technology and energy 
remains unaffected. In particular, Choi 
ordered the industry minister to meet 
with his US counterpart this week for 
active consultations.

Also:
TOKYO: The US Forces Korea (USFK) 
has pledged to maintain a “strong, for-
ward-deployed force” in South Korea 
in a bid to ensure its security commit-
ment in the face of North Korea’s mil-
itary threats, the Seoul-based Yonhap 
News Agency reported Tuesday.

“Our focus remains on maintaining a 
strong, forward-deployed force that en-
sures deterrence and regional stability,” 
Maj. Gen. William D. “Hank” Taylor, 
director of operations for UN Com-
mand, Combined Forces Command and 
USFK, made the remarks to Yonhap, 
as the allies are conducting their annual 
springtime Freedom Shield exercise.

DHAKA, Bangladesh, March 19, 
(AP): Security offi cials in Bangladesh 
arrested the leader of a Rohingya insur-
gent group on charges of illegal entry, 
sabotage and terrorist activities in the 
South Asian nation, where there are 
more than 1 million Rohingya refugees 
from neighboring Myanmar.

Police said that a team of the Rapid 
Action Battalion arrested Ataullah 
Abu Ammar Jununi, known as the 
commander-in-
chief of Arakan 
Rohingya Sal-
vation Army in 
a raid Tuesday 
in Narayanganj 
district near the 
capital, Dhaka.

Jununi, a 
Pakistani-born 
Rohingya, leads 
a group that 
has conducted 
attacks on of-
fi cials in Myanmar as part of what it 
describes as “a defensive war with the 
brutal Burmese military regime” on 
behalf of the Rohingya, who face dis-
crimination and violence in Myanmar.

Bangladeshi intelligence says ARSA 
members have been involved in target-
ed killings, kidnappings, illicit drugs, 
smuggling and other serious crimes in 
the Rohingya refugee camps. Infi ght-
ing and retaliatory attacks over control 

of the camps led to deaths of hundreds 
of Rohingya.

Bangladesh’s Daily Star reported 
that 10 other group members, including 
four children and women, were also ar-
rested in separate raids in Narayanganj 
and Mymensingh districts.

Shahinur Alam, a senior police of-
fi cial at Siddhirganj in Narayanganj, 
told reporters that the offi cials also 
seized cash, a knife, a sharp steel 
chain and four wristwatches during 
the raid.

A magistrate later on Tuesday au-
thorized police to hold Jununi and six 
others for interrogation. Four others 
were sent to prison.

Further details on how Jununi came 
to Bangladesh and how he stayed in the 
country remained unclear.

ARSA was formed in 2016 by Ro-
hingya exiles living in Saudi Arabia, 
according to the International Crisis 
Group, and is led by Jununi and a 
committee of about 20 Rohingya emi-
gres. ICG says there are indications 
Jununi and others received militant 
training in Pakistan and possibly Af-
ghanistan.

Successive governments in predomi-
nantly Buddhist Myanmar have denied 
the Rohingya basic rights and citizen-
ship, deeming most of them to be for-
eign invaders from Bangladesh, even 
though Rohingya have lived in Myan-
mar for generations.

DAKAR, Senegal, March 19, (AP): 
The presidents of Congo and neighbor-
ing Rwanda met Tuesday in Qatar for 
their fi rst direct talks since Rwanda-
backed M23 rebels seized two major 
cities in mineral-rich eastern Congo 
earlier this year.

The meeting between Congo’s Presi-
dent Felix Tshisekedi and Rwanda’s 
President Paul Kagame to discuss the 
insurgency was mediated by Qatar, the 
three governments said in a statement. 
The state-run Qatar News Agency 
published an image of the two African 
leaders meeting with Sheikh Tamim 
bin Hamad Al Thani, the energy-rich 
nation’s ruling emir.

Congo and Rwanda reaffi rmed their 
commitment to an immediate and uncon-
ditional ceasefi re, but the joint statement 
offered no specifi cs on how that ceasefi re 
would be implemented or monitored.

The summit came as a previous at-
tempt to bring Congo’s government 
and M23 leaders together for ceasefi re 
negotiations failed. The rebels pulled 
out Monday after the European Union 
announced sanctions on rebel leaders.

Qatar has hosted peace talks be-
tween Afghanistan’s Taliban and the 
United States, Chad and rebel forces 
and over the ongoing Israel-Hamas war 
in the Gaza Strip.

A diplomat briefed on the meeting 

said both Tshisekedi and Kagame had 
formally requested Qatar’s mediation 
for the talks, which the diplomat said 
were informal and aimed at building 
trust rather than resolving all outstand-
ing issues. The diplomat spoke to The 
Associated Press on condition of ano-
nymity because they were not author-

ized to speak publicly about the matter.
Peace talks between Congo and 

Rwanda were unexpectedly canceled in 
December after Rwanda made the sign-
ing of a peace agreement conditional 
on a direct dialogue between Congo 
and the M23 rebels, which Congo re-
fused at the time.

ISLAMABAD, March 19, (AP): A 
leading rights group said on Wednes-
day that Pakistan’s authorities have in-
tensifi ed pressure on Afghan refugees 
to go back to neighboring Afghanistan, 
where they risk persecution by the 
Taleban and face dire economic condi-
tions.

“Pakistani offi cials should immedi-
ately stop coercing Afghans to return 
home and give those facing expulsion 

the opportunity to seek protection,” 
said Elaine Pearson, Asia director 
at New York-based Human Rights 
Watch.

“The Taleban authorities in Af-
ghanistan should prevent any reprisals 
against returning Afghans and reverse 
their abusive policies against women 
and girls,” she said.

Pakistan set a March 31 deadline for 
the deportation of all foreigners living 

illegally in the country. Most of them 
are Afghans.

The HRW appeal came a month after 
the Afghan Embassy in Islamabad said 
that Pakistan has stepped up arrests of 
Afghan citizens in Islamabad and near-
by Rawalpindi for forced expulsion.

However, Pakistan has dismissed the 
allegation by Kabul, saying that the au-
thorities were only trying to facilitate 
conditions for the swift return of Af-
ghans to their home country.

More than 500,000 Afghans who 
fl ed the Taliban takeover of Afghani-
stan in 2021 have been living without 
papers in Pakistan, thousands of them 
waiting for resettlement in the United 
States and elsewhere.

There are also around 1.45 million 
Afghan refugees, registered with the 
U.N. refugee agency, most of whom 
fl ed during the 1979-1989 Soviet occu-
pation of their country. Last July, Paki-
stan extended the stay of refugees reg-
istered with UNHCR until June, saying 
they won’t be arrested or deported at 
least until the extension expires.

In January, US President Donald 
Trump paused American refugee pro-
grams for at least three months and 
since then, around 20,000 Afghans 
who were awaiting resettlement in Pa-
kistan are now in limbo. Afghans wait-
ing for relocation to the United States 
have also urged Trump to restore the 
refugee program to end their ordeal.

MOGADISHU, Somalia, March 19, 
(AP): A roadside bomb exploded Tues-
day near Somalia’s presidential palace 
and the government said the attack by a 
militant group targeted the president’s 
convoy.

The Information Ministry in a state-
ment called the attack in the capital 
Mogadishu a “cowardly act of des-
peration” by the 
militant group 
a l - S h a b a b , 
which claimed 
responsibility. 
The statement 
did not provide 
an offi cial death 
toll but a witness 
said he counted 
three bodies at 
the scene.

The president 
was unharmed.

Al-Shabab, which opposes Soma-
lia’s federal government, frequently 
carries out bombings and assaults tar-
geting government offi cials and mili-
tary personnel in the Horn of Africa na-
tion. The group controls parts of rural 
Somalia and poses a signifi cant threat 
despite sustained military operations 
by government troops and African Un-

ion peacekeepers.
Tuesday’s explosion happened near 

the presidential palace right after Presi-
dent Hassan Sheikh Mohamud was 
driven out of the palace grounds in a 
convoy heading to the main airport.

The president was headed to Mid-
dle Shabelle in southern Somalia to 
oversee military operations against al-
Shabab.

Al-Shabab claimed responsibility 
for the attack through a website allied 
to the militant group.

A witness, Ayub Osman, said he saw 
“three people lying on the ground, mo-
tionless, covered in dust and debris.” 
Another witness, Hassan Nur, who 
lives nearby said he saw two bodies.

UN Secretary-General Antonio Gu-
terres strongly condemned the attack 
targeting the president’s convoy that 
killed and injured other people and re-
affi rmed the U.N.’s support to Soma-
lia’s people and government “in their 
fi ght against terrorism and in further-
ing efforts towards peace and stabil-
ity,” U.N. deputy spokesman Farhan 
Haq said.

The British Embassy in Mogadishu 
condemned the attack and reaffi rmed 
support for Somalia’s counterterrorism 
efforts.

TEGUCIGALPA, Honduras, March 
19, (AP): A small commercial plane 
crash off the coast of Honduras left 12 
people dead, including a well-known 
Garifuna musician, authorities said.

The Lanhsa Airlines fl ight crashed 
into the sea shortly after takeoff Mon-

day night from 
the island of 
Roatan en route 
to the mainland 
city of La Ceiba.

It carried 17 
passengers and 
crew, fi ve of 
whom were res-
cued and hospi-
talized.

Police re-
ported that the 
plane failed to 

reach full altitude and sank quickly 
after impact. Local fi shermen rescued 
the survivors.

The Honduran Civil Aeronautics 
Agency said the crash is under inves-
tigation.

Among the victims was Aurelio 
Martínez Suazo, a former member of 
Congress and member of the Garifuna 
ethnic group, which is of mixed Afri-
can and Indigenous heritage. 

Zambian Vice President Mutale Nalumango (right) attends the handover ceremony of China-donated relief sup-
plies to Zambian fl ood victims in Lusaka, capital of Zambia, on March 17. (Xinhua)

South Korea’s main opposition Democratic Party leader Lee Jae-myung, 
(center), and his party members shout slogans during a rally calling for 
impeached South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol’s dismissal near the 
National Assembly in Seoul, South Korea on March 19. The letters read 

‘Dismiss Yoon Suk Yeol.’ (AP)

People hold a demonstration to denounce Rwanda’s aggression in eastern 
region of the Democratic Republic of Congo, on Place des Nations In front 
of the European headquarters of the United Nations in Geneva, Switzer-

land on March 14. (AP)

Taleban fi ghters stand near the closed Torkham border with Pakistan, 
where Pakistani and Afghan forces exchanged fi re overnight, in Torkham, 

Afghanistan on March 3. (AP)

Colombia’s President Gustavo Petro addresses supporters during a 
rally he called to back his labor and health reform proposals, which 
have struggled to gain legislative approval, outside Congress in Bo-

gotá, Colombia on March 18. (AP)

Jununi

Colombia president at rally calls for special
election on labor and health reforms

Mohamud

Suazo
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US dollar plunges to KD 0.307
KUWAIT CITY, March 19, (KUNA): The 
US dollar exchange rate against the Kuwaiti 
dinar dropped 0.03 percent to reach KD 
0.307 on Wednesday, while the Euro rose by 
0.15 percent to reach KD 0.336, said Central 
Bank of Kuwait (CBK).

CBK added in its online daily bulletin that 

the exchange rate of the pound sterling set-
tled at KD 0.399, while the Swiss franc went 
up by 0.47 percent to reach KD 0.351, and the 
Japanese settled at KD 0.002.

Exchange rates declared by the CBK re-
fl ect average prices and not rates of actual 
transactions.

Revolutionizing the M2M connectivity landscape in the Middle East

Zain Group introduces Global M2M offering to accelerate 
the proliferation of connected devices across the region
KUWAIT CITY, March 19: Zain Group, a leading provider 
of innovative ICT and digital lifestyle services operating in 
eight markets across the Middle East and Africa, announced 
the introduction of its groundbreaking Global M2M Offering. 
This innovative solution is set to empower OEMs from across 
the globe to seamlessly integrate their devices into multiple 
regional markets through a single point of integration and con-
tractual relationship.

For the fi rst time in the Middle East, this development ena-
bles partner OEMs to access all the required connectivity for 
their devices, eliminating the necessity to establish local pres-
ence while ensuring full compliance with local regulations.

In partnership with MAVOCO AG, a leading provider of 
connectivity management platforms, Zain is able to offer its 
customers state-of-the-art connectivity management and con-
trol technologies, with full self-service and open integration 
capabilities.

Machine-to-Machine (M2M) connectivity links machines, 
devices, and appliances wirelessly to the internet, transform-
ing them into intelligent devices that exchange real time infor-
mation and open up a range of possibilities for how businesses 
are run, how they grow, and how they keep customers happy.

Zain already empowers several million devices across its 
footprint and the launch of the Global M2M offering will 
further facilitate and enable the proliferation of connected de-
vices across the region.

Kamil Hilali, Zain Group Chief Strategy Offi cer com-
mented, “The introduction of our Global M2M offering is a 
strategic move that accompanies the recent launch of Zain’s 
new 4WARD strategy, capitalizing on our strategic footprint 
and superior connectivity to position Zain as the regional part-
ner of choice. This service addresses the signifi cant challenges 
faced by OEMs operating in or looking to operate in the re-

gion, including compliance with local regulations and high 
integration costs.”

He added,“By providing a unifi ed solution that ensures 
compliance and simplifi es connectivity across our extensive 
network, Zain is empowering the connection of global manu-
facturers to the Middle East. This will boost the pace of digital 
transformation of enterprises and governments, driving socio-
economic growth across the region.” 

Hilali concluded, “We are confi dent of the opportunity to 
capture a fi rst-mover advantage in the provision of compre-
hensive, universal connectivity services to OEMs and further 
solidify Zain’s position as a leader and partner of choice for 
digital transformation.”

Zain’s Global M2M Offering also addresses several key 
challenges faced by OEMs in the region. It ensures full regula-

tory compliance by adhering to local requirements in markets 
such as Saudi Arabia and Oman, where permanent roaming 
restrictions pose signifi cant hurdles. The solution simplifi es 
integration through a single connectivity point, eliminating 
the complexity and cost of engaging multiple mobile network 
operators (MNOs) across different countries.

Additionally, the global IMSI-based solution provides 
competitive roaming rates and worldwide coverage, allowing 
OEMs to avoid establishing local entities and thereby reduc-
ing operational costs and legal complexities. The offering fur-
ther streamlines processes by presenting a unifi ed contractual 
relationship, enabling OEMs to leverage their scale without 
fragmentation by country or operator.

Through this launch, Zain is targeting a diverse range of 
market segments seeking more intelligent coverage, including 

international car manufacturers, industrial equipment manu-
facturers, smart meter providers, connected device companies, 
and enterprises involved in international freight, shipping con-
tainers, and cold supply chain management.

The dynamic nature of M2M services is set to reshape 
global business operations. IOT-Analytics, a leading global 
provider of market insights and strategic business intelligence 
for IoT, AI, Cloud, Edge, and Industry 4.0, estimates that there 
are currently around 19 billion internet-connected physical de-
vices, a fi gure expected to double to 40 billion by 2030.

With this innovative offering, Zain is poised to revolution-
ize the M2M connectivity landscape in the Middle East by-
providing OEMs with a seamless, cost-effective, and compli-
ant solution for a plethora of connected devices. For more on 
Zain’s Global M2M offering, please visit:zain.com/m2m

Zain’s Machine-to-Machine (M2M) Zain HQ building

■ Empowering the connection of global manu-
facturers to the Middle East will boost the pace 
of digital transformation of enterprises and gov-
ernments, driving socio-economic growth

■ The new offering represents a compre-
hensive solution designed to simplify IoT con-
nectivity for original equipment manufacturers 
(OEMs) across industries 

■ Zain becomes the first regional opera-
tor to offer global connectivity using global 
International Mobile Subscriber Identifier 
(IMSI)

Kuwait trade sector financing 
drops by KD 108.8 mln in Jan

Gulf Bank distributes Ramadan food 
packages to underprivileged families

Kuwait’s trade surplus with Japan narrows 47%
TOKYO, March 19, (KUNA): Kuwait’s 
trade surplus with Japan narrowed 47.0 
percent from a year earlier to JPY 44.1 
billion (USD 275 million) in February, 
down for the fi rst time in two months, 
due to weak exports, government data 
showed on Wednesday.

However, Kuwait remained in black 
ink with Japan for 17 years and one 
month, as exports still outpaced imports 
in value, the Finance Ministry said in a 
preliminary report.

Overall Kuwaiti exports to Japan fell 
31.0 percent year-on-year to JPY 70.1 
billion (USD 447 million) for the fi rst 
decline in two months. Imports from Ja-

pan surged 41.5 percent to JPY 26.0 bil-
lion (USD 162 million), up for the third 
month in a row.

Middle East’s trade surplus with Ja-
pan shrank 19.9 percent to JPY 644.9 
billion (USD 4.3 billion) last month, 
with Japan-bound exports from the 
region falling 9.2 percent from a year 
earlier.

Crude oil, refi ned products, liquefi ed 
natural gas (LNG) and other natural re-
sources, which accounted for 93.2 percent 
of the region’s total exports to Japan, slid 
12.1 percent. The region’s overall imports 
from Japan jumped 21.4 percent on de-
mand for automobiles and steel.

The world’s third-biggest economy 
logged a global trade surplus of JPY 
584.5 billion (USD 3.9 billion) in Feb-
ruary, returning to the black for the fi rst 
time in two months.

Exports gained 11.4 percent from the 
year before, buoyed by sales of vehicles, 
chip-making equipment and electronic 
semiconductor parts.

Imports edged down 0.7 percent 
chiefl y due to lower bills for crude oil, 
coal and non-ferrous metal. China re-
mained Japan’s biggest trade partner, 
followed by the US. The trade data are 
measured on a customs-cleared basis 
before adjustment for seasonal factors.

Trade financing sees 20% year-on-year growth

In collaboration with City Hypermarket

By Mahmoud Shendi
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, March 19: The value of 
financing provided by local banks to the 
trade sector in Kuwait for citizens and 
residents decreased by KD 108.8 million in 
January, marking a 32.4 percent decline, 
and reaching KD 354.3 million compared 
to KD 463.1 million in December 2024 on a 
monthly basis.

However, financing increased by 20 percent year-
on-year, rising by KD 59.9 million, compared to KD 
294.4 million in January 2024.

The accumulated balance of trade sector fi nancing grew 
by approximately KD 14 million, or 0.3 percent, in January 
2025, reaching KD 3.725 billion, compared to KD 3.711 bil-
lion in December 2024.

The balance decreased by approximately KD 149 million, 
or 4.1 percent, on an annual basis, from KD 3.576 billion in 
January 2024.

Bank fi nancing for the trade sector reached its highest lev-
el in 2024 in December, totaling KD 463.1 million. October 
ranked second with KD 416 million, while September came 
in third with KD 369.8 million.

Monthly statistics issued by the Central Bank of Kuwait 
revealed that new consolidated fi nancing provided by local 
banks to the trade sector in Kuwait grew by 33.5 percent in 
2023, an increase of approximately KD 766 million, rising 
from KD 2.282 billion in 2022 to KD 3.048 billion in 2023.

Financing surged by KD 390 million, or 12.7 percent, 
reaching KD 3.4 billion in 2024.

Trade fi nancing is a service provided by local banks to 
support domestic and foreign trade through commercial 
transactions, letters of guarantee, and letters of credit. It 
serves as a payment mechanism where the bank commits to 
paying the seller after reviewing all required documents that 
comply with the terms and conditions.

Data from the Central Bank of Kuwait showed that the 
volume of fi nancing for Kuwaiti imports from local banks in 
January 2025 amounted to KD 641.3 million. On a monthly 
basis, import fi nancing declined by 29.5 percent, or KD 
269.5 million, from KD 910.8 million in December 2024 to 
KD 641.3 million by the end of January.

However, the value of import fi nancing increased year-
on-year in January by 15.4 percent, or KD 85.7 million, 
compared to KD 555.6 million at the end of January 2024.

Data showed that financing from local banks in dollars 
accounted for the largest share during the first months of 
the current year, making up 78.3 percent, or KD 502.5 
million, of the total financing amounting to KD 641.3 
million. Other currencies followed, with 8 percent, or KD 
51.2 million. Financing in the European currency (euro) 
ranked third, accounting for 5.4 percent, or KD 34.6 mil-
lion.

Financing in Saudi riyals came fourth, comprising 4.4 
percent, or KD 28.4 million, followed by financing in 
UAE dirhams at 2.5 percent, or KD 16.5 million. Financ-
ing in British pounds accounted for 0.64 percent, or KD 
4.1 million, while financing in Japanese yen made up 0.4 
percent, or KD 2.6 million. Finally, financing in Swiss 
francs accounted for 0.22 percent, or KD 1.4 million.

The data indicated that private sector deposits in foreign 
currencies decreased by 2 percent, reaching KD 1.8 billion 
(approximately $5.9 billion).

The total balance of local banks’ claims on the Central 
Bank of Kuwait in dinars, represented by Central Bank 
bonds, decreased by approximately 2.8 percent, to KD 1.3 
billion (approximately $4.3 billion).

The data also showed that the total assets of local banks 
decreased by 0.1 percent in January, reaching KD 91.5 bil-
lion (approximately $301.9 billion), while net foreign assets 
of local banks increased by 1.8 percent, rising to KD 15.4 
billion (approximately $50.8 billion).

In addition, time deposits at the Central Bank of Kuwait 
decreased by 5.4 percent in January, totaling KD 700 million 
(approximately $2.3 billion). Cash credit facilities (loans) 
increased by 0.2 percent, reaching KD 57.2 billion (approxi-
mately $188.7 billion).

KUWAIT CITY, March 19: As part 
of its Ramadan program “Our Tradi-
tions Always Bring Us Together,” 
Gulf Bank distributed food packages 
to underprivileged families in Al-Ah-
madi. This initiative was made possi-
ble through a collaboration with City 
Hypermarket.

Every year, Gulf Bank remains 
dedicated to organizing meaningful 
initiatives and activities throughout the 
holy month of Ramadan, reinforcing 
our commitment to sustainability and 
community support.”

The Bank praised its collaboration 
with City Hypermarket in support-
ing individuals and families facing 
difficult circumstances. By distrib-
uting Ramadan food packages, they 
aim to alleviate the financial burden 
on families, particularly amid rising 
living costs. Each package contains 
a variety of essential food items, pro-
viding sustenance for several days.

This initiative is one of many chari-
table efforts Gulf Bank organizes dur-
ing Ramadan, refl ecting the Bank’s 
long-standing commitment to the Ku-
waiti community. For over 60 years, 
Gulf Bank has remained an integral 
part of Kuwait’s economic and social 
development, consistently contribut-
ing to the well-being of society.

Gulf Bank continues to uphold 
its strong commitment to sustain-
ability across social, economic, 
and environmental levels through 
carefully curated initiatives that 
positively impact both the Bank 
and the community. These efforts 
support the Bank’s 2025 strategy, 
align with the United Nations Sus-
tainable Development Goals, and 
contribute to Kuwait Vision 2035.

Notably, in the days leading up to 

Ramadan, Gulf Bank distributed food 
packages to visitors at Lulu Hypermar-
ket and Al-Shamiya Cooperative Soci-
ety over two days.

Additionally, the Bank participated 
in the “Joy Land” initiative, which 

provided household essentials and Eid 
clothing to low-income families. This 
initiative aimed to enhance the qual-
ity of life for underprivileged families 
during Ramadan by addressing their 
basic needs and spreading joy.

Goldman Sachs predicts $71 oil price in 2025

Oil prices under pressure despite geopolitical tensions
KUWAIT CITY, March 19: Oil mar-
ket expert Mohammed Al-Shatti stated 
that oil prices are under continued 
pressure, despite the geopolitical ten-
sions currently supporting prices, re-
ports Al-Seyassah daily.

In an interview, Al-Shatti ex-
plained that global economic factors, 
particularly uncertainty regarding 
global growth, could have a greater 
impact on the market in the near fu-
ture. The recent rise in oil prices was 
a market reaction to the geopolitical 

escalation. However, this impact is 
temporary and unlikely to disrupt 
oil supplies. The greatest risk to the 
oil market comes from U.S. tariffs 
and global trade tensions, which are 
clearly exerting pressure on prices.

There is a glimmer of hope in the 
markets due to measures taken by the 
Chinese government to stimulate eco-
nomic growth. Also, Goldman Sachs’ 
recent reduction in its forecast for U.S. 
economic growth, along with its pro-
jection that oil prices will reach $71 

per barrel in 2025, highlights the ongo-
ing uncertainty in the market.

Al-Shatti noted that the start of the 
maintenance season for U.S. refi neries 
will lead to a decline in oil demand, 
potentially resulting in an increase in 
U.S. inventories, which is a negative 
factor for prices.

He also indicated that markets have 
seen a drop of approximately $5 per 
barrel since U.S. President Donald 
Trump took offi ce, and this trend is ex-
pected to persist in the coming weeks.

A group photo of the Gulf Bank and City Hypermarket teams.

Part of the food package distribution in Al-Ahmadi.

Gulf Bank appoints Bader Al-Ali and Faisal Al-Gharabally as General Managers
KUWAIT CITY, March 19: Following the approval of the Central Bank of Ku-
wait, Gulf Bank has announced the appointment of Mr. Bader Al-Ali as Gen-
eral Manager of Consumer Banking and Mr. Faisal Al-Gharabally as General 
Manager of International Banking. This step aligns with the Bank’s ongoing 
efforts to empower national talent and promote them to leadership positions.

Mr. Bader Al-Ali brings over 18 years of banking experience, covering Con-
sumer Banking, Digital Banking, Audit, Branch Sales and Operations, as well 
as Internal Control and Compliance Management.Mr. Al-Ali holds aMini MBA 
in Banking Management from the Management Center Europe (MCE) in the 
United Kingdom and an Advanced Diploma in Islamic Finance from the Gen-
eral Council for Islamic Banks and Financial Institutions.

He has also obtained certifications in “The Digital World” from London 
Business School, “Strategic Management in Banking” from INSEAD Business 
School, and “Leading Strategy Execution in Financial Services” from Harvard 
Business School. Additionally, he is a graduate of the University of Bahrain 
with a specialization in Information Technology and Management Information 
Systems, focusing on Computer Science and Computer Engineering.

Mr. Faisal Al-Gharabally has over 24 years of banking experience, primar-
ily at Gulf Bank, where he has spent nearly 18 years in corporate banking. He 

joined Gulf Bank in January 2001, starting in the Internal Audit department. 
In 2007, he transitioned to Corporate Banking, where he steadily advanced 
through various roles, ultimately serving as Deputy General Manager of Cor-

porate Banking before his latest appointment.
Mr. Al-Gharabally holds a bachelor’s degree in Business Administration 

and Finance from Kuwait University and an Executive Master of Business Ad-
ministration (EMBA) from INSEAD Business School. He has also completed 
specialized training programs in credit and leadership from renowned institu-
tions, including Harvard Business School and the University of Chicago Booth 
School of Business.

Gulf Bank remains committed to fostering leadership and expertise within its 
workforce, reinforcing its position as a leading financial institution in Kuwait.

Gulf Bank aims to be Kuwait’s leading bank, fostering a diverse and in-
clusive workplace to deliver exceptional customer service while contributing 
sustainably to the community. Through its extensive branch network and in-
novative digital services, the Bank empowers customers to conduct banking 
transactions conveniently and efficiently, ensuring a seamless experience.

In alignment with Kuwait Vision 2035, “New Kuwait,” and its commitment 
to fostering collaborative partnerships, Gulf Bank is dedicated to driving robust 
sustainability initiatives across environmental, social, and governance (ESG) 
dimensions. The Bank is committed to implementing strategically selected and 
diverse sustainability programs both internally and externally.

Bader Al-Ali Faisal Al-Gharabally
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KIB Invest proudly sponsors UIC 20th Anniversary Ceremony

stc distributes iftar meals in partnership with
Tarahom Volunteer Team throughout Kuwait

Fed expected to signal two interest rate
cuts in 2025 amid economic uncertainty

KUWAIT CITY, March 19: KIB In-
vest, the investment arm of Kuwait 
International Bank (KIB), is honored 
to have sponsored the 20th Anni-
versary Ceremony of the Union of 
Investment Companies (UIC). This 
milestone event, held on March 18 
at the Grand Hyatt Hotel, celebrated 
two decades of UIC’s contributions 
to the investment sector.It high-
lighted UIC’s role in empowering 
investment companies and fostering 
economic growth in Kuwait. As a 
dedicated member of UIC, KIB In-
vest remains deeply engaged in the 
organization’s initiatives, with rep-
resentatives actively contributing to 
key UIC committees.  

The UIC 20th Anniversary Cer-
emony brought together prominent 
executives, industry leaders, and key 
decision-makers from the invest-
ment, banking, and fi nancial sectors. 
The event served as a platform to 
refl ect on the organization’s history 
and its pivotal role in shaping Ku-
wait’s investment sector. Attendees 
explored the evolution of both local 
and global economies, discussing 
major fi nancial and business mile-
stones that have shaped the invest-
ment landscape. 

Jamal Al Barrak, CEO of KIB 
Invest, said: “At KIB Invest, we are 
proud to be part of UIC’s journey in 
empowering investment companies 

and driving growth within the indus-
try. Our active involvement in UIC’s 
initiatives and committees allows us 
to collaborate on new ideas and solu-
tions that address the evolving chal-
lenges of the investment sector. Sup-
porting important community events 
like the UIC 20th Anniversary is not 
just about celebrating milestones but 
about forging stronger partnerships 
and contributing to the broader de-
velopment of the industry. We look 
forward to continuing our work with 
UIC to foster innovation, collabora-
tion, and success for all investment 
fi rms in the region.”

For his part, Rakan Al Ahmad, 

KIB Invest’s Head of Investor Re-
lations and Marketing, emphasized 
that “KIB Invest’s sponsorship of 
UIC’s 20th Anniversary demon-
strates our commitment to fostering 
long-term relationships and col-
laborating to shape the future of the 
investment sector. The event show-
cased the collective efforts of all 
contributors to UIC’s success, and 
we are proud to celebrate this mile-
stone. Through such strategic part-
nerships, we continue to strengthen 
our presence in the industry while 

supporting each other’s growth and 
development as part of the broader 
investment community.”

The UIC 20th Anniversary cel-
ebration featured a discussion panel 
with distinguished economists and 
industry experts to discuss the future 
of investments in Kuwait and the 
broader region. UIC also outlined 
its vision for the sector, emphasiz-
ing sustainability and its alignment 
with Kuwait’s Vision 2035. The 
event concluded with a recognition 
ceremony honoring former UIC 

chairmen, longstanding member 
companies, and fi rms recognized for 
their signifi cant contributions to the 
Center for Investment Studies. 

KIB Invest’s sponsorship of the 
UIC 20th Anniversary Ceremony 
underscores its commitment to fos-
tering growth and collaboration 
within the investment sector. As a 
key player in Kuwait’s fi nancial sec-
tor, KIB remains dedicated to driv-
ing initiatives that drive industry 
growth, developing and implement-
ing forward-thinking solutions, and 
fostering strategic partnerships to 
strengthen the broader investment 
ecosystem. 

About KIB Invest
Al Dawli Invest Investment Com-

pany (KIB Invest) is a Shariah com-
pliant investment company that de-
livers a broad range of investment 
products and services with a special-
ization in Asset Management, Fund 
and Portfolio Management, Wealth 
Management, Custody Services, and 
Investment Advisory Services. 

Established in 2023 and headquar-
tered in Kuwait, KIB Invest is a Ku-
waiti Shareholding Closed Company 
(K.S.C.C) with a paid-up capital of 
KD 45,000,000. It is a subsidiary of 
Kuwait International Bank [KIB]. 

About KIB
Kuwait International Bank (KIB) 

is a bank that operates according to 

the Islamic Shari’ah, based in the 
State of Kuwait. Incorporated in 
1973, and originally known as Ku-
wait Real Estate Bank, KIB made 
the transition to its current Islamic 
operating model in 2007. In 2018, 
KIB embarked on a new phase of 
its journey full of innovation and 
development. As part of its new 
strategic direction, the Bank fo-
cuses on offering a next-level cus-
tomer experience under the slogan: 
“Bank for Life.”  

Through a network of branch-
es spread across the State of 
Kuwait,KIBoffers a broad range of 
banking products and services, as 
well as innovative digital banking-
solutions in line with international 
best standards. As part of its duty 
towards the community, the Bank 
also encompasses a leading social 
responsibility program that aims at 
positively impacting all members of 
the community through a wide range 
of impactful initiatives and activi-
ties.  

Today, KIB has taken concrete 
steps in implementing its new stra-
tegic objectives. The Bank has ce-
mented its role as a key player in 
the local banking industry and has 
continued to maintain its strong fi -
nancial performance; enabling it to 
be globally recognized for its strong 
credit rating and fi nancial position.

KUWAIT CITY, March 19: Kuwait 
Telecommunications Company – stc, 
a world-class digital leader providing 
innovative services and platforms to 
customers, enabling the digital trans-
formation in Kuwait, distributed iftar 
meals throughout Kuwait in collabo-
ration with the Tarahom Volunteer 
Team. Several additional initiatives 
were also organized by stc simulta-
neously under its “With good, we go 
further” 2025 Ramadan campaign 
to extend support to underprivileged 
families and individuals. These initia-
tives align with the core values behind 
stc’s extensive corporate social re-
sponsibility (CSR) framework, focus-
ing primarily on supporting the com-
munity and those in need.

stc annually distributes iftar meals 
to those in need as part of the vari-
ous initiatives organized under its 
Ramadan campaign. This year, 
the Company, in partnership with 
Deboned and Wako, distributed if-
tar meals throughout different lo-
cations in Kuwait in collaboration 
with the Tarahom Volunteer Team. 
The distribution of meals during the 
Holy Month comes as an essential 
pillar of the stc’s CSR program, in 
which the Company gives back to 
the community while strengthening 
its social connections. Through such 
initiatives that extend a supporting 
hand to those in need, stc aims to 
refl ect the spiritual and ethical val-
ues of Ramadan while encouraging 
individuals to contribute to a more 
united and compassionate society. 

To further enrich the Ramadan ex-

perience, stc distributed special gifts to 
children throughout various locations, 
creating moments of happiness and 
celebration in the spirit of Ramadan.

stc emphasized in a statement that 
distributing iftar meals remains a 
key pillar of its Ramadan campaigns, 
directly refl ecting the values of the 
Holy Month. The Company also ex-
pressed that by working alongside 

its partners and volunteers, stc aims 
to extend its reach and enhance the 
positive impact created from its ini-
tiatives. In this regard, the Company 
extended its sincere gratitude to the 
Tarahom Volunteer Team, Flare Fit-
ness, Deboned, and Wako for their 
collaboration and support in bring-
ing these initiatives to life. 

As part of its ‘With good, we go 

further’ campaign, stc will con-
tinue to introduce various initia-
tives throughout the Holy Month of 
Ramadan that embody the values 
of generosity, learning, and social 
responsibility. These efforts aim to 
strengthen bonds with the commu-
nity while creating opportunities for 
positive engagement that align with 
the essence of the Holy Month.

WASHINGTON, March 19, (AP): Even as the econ-
omy undergoes what may be wrenching changes, the 
Federal Reserve on Wednesday is expected to signal 
it could cut its key interest rate twice this year - the 
same forecast it issued in December. 

Yet the reasons for those cuts may change dramati-
cally, depending on how the economy fares. 

What were once seen as “good news” rate reduc-
tions in response to a steady decline in infl ation back 
to the Fed’s target of 2%, now could become “bad 
news” cuts that would be implemented to offset an 
economy struggling in the wake of widespread tar-
iffs, rapid cuts in government spending, and a spike 
in economic uncertainty. 

At the end of last year, the Fed reduced its key in-
terest rate three times to about 4.3% from 5.3%. The 
Fed had rapidly raised its rate to combat infl ation, and 
as price growth headed lower, that allowed the cen-
tral bank to reverse some of those rate hikes. In Sep-
tember, infl ation dropped to a 3 1/2 year low of 2.4%. 

Yet infl ation then marched higher for four straight 
months, before it fi nally fell back in February, to an 
annual rate of 2.8%. Partly because of that reversal, 
Chair Jerome Powell has underscored that the Fed is 
in wait-and-see mode as it evaluates the impact of 
President Donald Trump’s policies on the economy. 

So far, consumer sentiment has fallen sharply as 
Americans worry that infl ation will rise in the coming 

months. Small business owners report a much more 
uncertain economic outlook, which can cause them to 
cut back on hiring and investment. 

Retailers of both high-end and lower-cost goods 
have warned that consumers are turning more cau-
tious as they expect prices to rise because of tariffs. 
Retail sales rose modestly last month after a sharp 
fall in January. Homebuilders and contractors expect 
that home construction and renovations will get more 
expensive. 

On Tuesday, the Fed reported that manufacturing 
output jumped last month, driven higher by a spike 
in car production. Some of that could have refl ected 
higher auto purchases by consumers looking to get 
ahead of tariffs. New home construction also grew 
faster than expected. 

Many economists have sharply reduced their fore-
casts for growth this year, with Barclays, a bank, now 
forecasting growth of just 0.7%, down from 2.5% in 
2024. And economists at Goldman Sachs now expect 
infl ation - excluding the volatile food and energy cat-
egories - will tick higher to 3% by the end of this 
year, up from its current level of 2.6%. 

Slower growth, if it also pushes up unemployment, 
and higher infl ation would put the Fed in a very dif-
fi cult spot. Typically, when companies start cutting 
workers, the Fed would reduce rates to spur more 
borrowing and spending and boost the economy. 

Yet if infl ation crept higher, it would want to keep 
rates elevated to slow growth and restrain infl ation. 
When the Fed lifts its key interest rate, it tends to 
push other borrowing costs higher, including for 
mortgages, auto loans, business loans, and credit 
cards. 

Economists will closely watch Powell’s press con-
ference Wednesday to see if he will signal how the 
Fed would handle such a situation. 

But Powell will probably double-down on his re-
cent efforts to underscore that the Fed can, for now, 
watch from the sidelines. 

“The costs of being cautious are very, very low,” 
Powell said earlier this month. “The economy’s fi ne, 
it doesn’t need us to do anything, really.” 

Separately, Christopher Waller, a member of the 
Fed’s governing board, has previously said the Fed 
could still cut rates this year, even if tariffs were im-
posed, as long as infl ation was still falling once the 
impact of was excluded. 

Yet earlier this month, in an interview with the 
Wall Street Journal, he acknowledged teasing out tar-
iffs’ impact on prices would be diffi cult. 

“You’re trying to fi nd the signal of what’s fun-
damental, and what is maybe tariff noise,” he said. 
“And that’s tough.”

Reaffi rming its commitment to the growth of Kuwait’s investment sector and broader economy

In addition to distributing gifts and spreading joy to those in need

Powell signals Fed will stay cautious

KIB Invest - Sponsorship of UIC 20th Anniversary Ceremony.

Jamal Al Barrak, CEO of KIB In-
vest.

Tarahom and stc teams distributing iftar meals to fasting people.

DUBAI, March 19: Artifi cial 
Intelligence (AI) remains a 
top priority for business lead-
ers worldwide in 2025, with a 
strong focus on achieving tan-
gible results from AI initiatives. 
According to the latest fi nd-
ings from Boston Consulting 
Group (BCG)’s AI Radar global 
survey,one in three companies 
globally plans to allocate over 
$25 million to AI this year, 
while in the GCC, one in four 
companies is set to make a simi-
lar level of investment.The sur-
vey, including input from 1,803 
C-level executives across 19 
markets and 12 industries, high-
lights a widespread optimism 
about AI’s potential, tempered 
by signifi cant challenges in re-
alizing its full value. 

AI as a Tool for Productivity 
and Innovation

Leading companies in the 
GCC are focusing their AI in-
vestments on two strategic pri-
orities: reshaping core business 
functions and creating entirely 
new AI-powered business 
models. Reshaping involves 
fundamentally transforming 
existing operations for greater 
efficiency while creating new 
business models that enable 
offerings that weren’t possible 
before AI.

This strategic approach is 
reflected in the fact that 81% 
of GCC companies plan to 
increase tech investments in 
2025, and 72% of GCC com-
panies rank AI/GenAI as a 
top three strategic priority. 
At the country level, 88% of 
executives in Qatar, 72% in 
the UAE, and 69% in KSA 
rank AI/GenAI among their 
top three strategic priorities, 
compared to a 73% global av-
erage. 

In the GCC, 66% of execu-
tives expect AI to boost produc-
tivity; however, they agreed that 
more is needed to ensure that 
current workforce talent is ready 
to meet AI demands. Overall, 
this positive outlook on work-
force retention in the GCC and 
the broader Middle East stands 
out as a key fi nding from the sur-
vey, with only 7% of executives 
in the Middle East anticipating 
headcount reductions due to AI 
automation – an even lower per-
centage than the global average 
of 8%. 

The GCC’s efforts also em-
phasize practical AI applica-
tions rather than limited experi-
mentation. For successful AI 
implementation, the region’s 
organizations are increasingly 
adopting the “10-20-70 prin-
ciple” - a proven framework 
for AI value creation. They 
dedicate 10% of their efforts 
to algorithms, 20% to data and 
technology, and 70% to people, 
processes, and cultural trans-
formation. This strategic bal-
ance recognizes that technology 
alone isn’t enough - organiza-
tional and cultural changes are 
essential for AI success. This 
commitment is evident in the 
UAE, where 27% of organiza-
tions have already trained more 
than a quarter of their work-
force on AI tools. While the 
UAE is currently leading in AI 
workforce development within 
the region, this comprehensive 
training approach represents a 
model that other GCC countries 
are working to adopt, recogniz-
ing that employee upskilling 
is critical for maximizing AI’s 
potential. 

A Balanced Approach to AI 
Risks

While the GCC leads in AI 
adoption, regional executives 
are also keenly aware of the risks 
of scaling AI. Data privacy and 
security, lack of control over AI 
decision-making processes, and 
regulatory challenges are top 
concerns for regional executives, 
aligning closely with global risk 
perceptions. Addressing these 
concerns is crucial to ensuring 
AI’s practical and ethical adop-
tion. 

“We’re seeing a fundamental 
shift in how GCC organizations 
approach AI. It’s no longer about 
selective implementation—
there’s a clear understanding 
that AI should be integrated into 
all roles and processes. The re-
gion’s focus on training goes be-
yond adopting technology—it’s 
about preparing a workforce that 
can stay competitive in a chang-
ing job market,”said Robert Xu, 
Managing Director and Partner, 
BCG X. 

AI and GenAI Investments 
in the GCC

To maximize the return on 
their signifi cant AI investments, 
forward-thinking GCC organi-
zations are moving beyond tech-
nology acquisition to focus on 
strategic value creation. This 
evolution refl ects a maturing ap-
proach to digital transformation 
across the region. 

The most successful GCC 
companies distinguish them-
selves through a three-tiered 
strategy: fi rst, deploying AI for 
immediate productivity gains 
in everyday operations, then re-
shaping critical business func-
tions to achieve substantial 
effi ciency improvements, and 
ultimately, developing entirely 
new AI-powered business mod-
els that create lasting competi-
tive advantages. 

This approach requires ex-
ecutive leadership that breaks 
through traditional thinking. 
GCC leaders who see the most 
signifi cant impact are those who 
reimagine entire operating mod-
els rather than digitize existing 
processes. They concentrate re-
sources on a few transformative 
opportunities rather than spread-
ing investments thinly across 
numerous projects, and they 
manage AI implementation as a 
comprehensive business trans-
formation rather than a technol-
ogy initiative. 

The region’s most innovative 
organizations recognize that AI 
success depends on blending 
technological capability with 
organizational readiness. By 
focusing equally on system ar-
chitecture, data strategy, and hu-
man factors like upskilling and 
cultural adaptation, these com-
panies create a foundation for 
sustainable competitive advan-
tage in an increasingly AI-driven 
global economy. 

“While many regions are 
caught in short-term AI experi-
mentation, the GCC takes the 
long-term view. The remark-
able investment levels we’re 
seeing aren’t just about im-
mediate gains – they reflect a 
deeper understanding that AI’s 
true socioeconomic impact will 
unfold over years, not quarters. 
This patient, strategic approach 
to technology and talent devel-
opment is setting the region 
apart,” said Dr. Lars Littig, 
Managing Director and Partner 
at BCG.

UAE leads in AI workforce training

GCC fi rms to invest big in ‘AI’ 
with over $25 mln allocations

Egypt, UK discuss economic growth and trade expansion
CAIRO, March 19, (KUNA): Egyptian Minister of Foreign Affairs and Immigra-
tion Badr Abdelatty stressed strengthening trade and investment relations between 
Egypt and the UK, estimating trade exchange at about fi ve billion sterling pounds 
(USD 6.4 billion) during the past year.

This came during the Foreign Minister’s reception, on Tuesday, of Yasmin 
Qureshi, Member of the British House of Commons and the UK’s Special Trade 
Envoy to Egypt.

The ministry’s spokesperson Ambassador Tamim Khalaf said in a statement 
that Abdelatty expressed his aspiration for further joint work to maximize the po-
tential available in economic relations between the two countries, as well as to 
attract more British investments to Egypt.

Abdelatty reviewed the steps taken by the Egyptian government to create a busi-
ness environment, improve the investment climate, and overcome obstacles fac-
ing foreign investors, emphasizing the importance Egypt places on the role of the 
private sector in economic activity.

He also stressed the importance of building on the Egyptian-British Partnership 
Agreement signed in December 2020, as well as the outcomes of the Egyptian-
British Partnership Council held in January, during which it was agreed to resolve 
any outstanding issues, thus contributing to the access of exports to the Egyptian 
and British markets.

Minister Abdelatty noted the importance Egypt places on strengthening coop-
eration with the British side in other fi elds, most notably university education.
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UK cutting welfare spending to urge people to work

Japan’s exports surge in February, leaving a trade surplus as worries persist over Trump’s tariffs

China’s economy shows signs of improvement

Meloni calls for ‘pragmatism’ on tariffs

LONDON, March 19, (AP): Britain’s Labour Party gov-
ernment on Tuesday announced an overhaul of the wel-
fare system that it says will save the cash-strapped ad-
ministration 5 billion pounds ($6.5 billion). Critics claim 
it will harm some of the U.K.’s most vulnerable people.

The government says the shakeup will help people who 
are currently “written off” fi nd jobs. It’s a risky strategy 
for a party founded more than a century ago to fi ght for 
the rights of working people, and it has made trade unions 
and party supporters uneasy.

Work and Pensions Secretary Liz Kendall told law-
makers in the House of Commons that the government 
had inherited a broken social security system that is “fail-
ing the very people it is supposed to help and holding our 
country back.”

She said Britain’s statistics are stark, with one in 10 
working-age people claiming a sickness or disability ben-

efi t, and “millions of people who could work trapped on 
benefi ts.”

Blaming the Conservatives, who lost power in July af-
ter 14 years, for damaging the economy and health sys-
tem, Kendall said “the social security system will always 
be there for people in genuine need.”

But she announced changes to the way disabilities are 
assessed. Campaigners say that will make it harder for 
people to get and keep benefi ts.

The changes, which will have to be approved by Par-
liament, are expected to save more than 5 billion pounds 
by 2030.

Not everything is being cut. The overhaul also includes 
an above-infl ation increase to universal credit, one of the 
most common welfare benefi ts. Kendall said 1 billion 
pounds will be spent to “tear down barriers to work,” in-
cluding new rules allowing welfare recipients to try out 

paid jobs without losing their benefi ts.
The government claims a lack of support towards em-

ployment is trapping sick and disabled people in eco-
nomic inactivity. Kendall said that “in most comparable 
countries” spending on sickness and disability benefi ts 
“is either stable or falling - whilst ours continues to in-
exorably rise.”

The Disability Benefi ts Consortium, which represents 
more than 100 charities and organizations, said the “cru-
el” changes “will largely hit those who are unable to work 
and rely on these benefi ts to survive.”

Sarah Hughes, chief executive of mental health charity 
Mind, said the cuts would make it harder for people to 
get support and “will only serve to deepen the nation’s 
mental health crisis.”

Prime Minister Keir Starmer ’s center-left government 
has seen its popularity plummet as it grapples with a slug-

gish economy and creaking public services.
Treasury chief Rachel Reeves is due to make a spring 

budget statement on March 26, and is expected to trim 
public spending to make up for lower-than-expected tax 
takings and high borrowing costs.

Tuesday’s welfare announcement followed weeks of 
speculation about how deep the cuts would be.

Labour lawmaker Imran Hussain said that “thousands 
of the most severely disabled people in my constituency, 
and millions across the U.K., have watched in disbelief 
as politicians debate cuts to the support that enables their 
very survival, leaving many at breaking point.”

Kendall said she understood “the worry and anxiety.”
“And I hope I’ve made it clear to the House today, I 

don’t start from a position of being tough,” she said. “I 
start by precisely from a position of compassion.”

TOKYO, March 19, (AP): Japan’s exports grew at an 
11.4% annual pace in February while imports declined 
slightly, leaving a surplus after two straight months of 
defi cits as worries grow about President Donald Trump’s 
tariff hikes. 

The stronger export growth yielded a trade surplus last 
month after two straight months of defi cits, the Finance 
Ministry said Wednesday. 

Japan recorded a trade surplus of 584 billion yen ($3.9 
billion) last month. It had a trade defi cit of 415 billion yen 

the previous year. The surge in exports outpaced a 7% 
annual increase in January. Exports totaled 9.19 trillion 
yen ($61 billion), while imports fell 0.7% to 8.61 trillion 
yen ($57 billion).

In January, imports jumped nearly 17% year-on-year. 
Japan’s exports have surged in recent months as busi-

nesses rushed to send overseas shipments before Trump’s 
tariffs kick in.

Higher U.S. tariffs on steel and aluminum have already 
started, but the biggest threat to the Japanese economy 

will come in auto tariffs that are due to take effect next 
month. Japanese offi cials have been seeking an exemp-
tion from the Trump administration for Japan, an impor-
tant trading partner and ally of the U.S. 

Japan’s exports to the U.S. grew 10.5% in February 
while imports from the U.S. fell 2.7%, compared to a year 
earlier, leaving a surplus of 918.8 billion yen ($6.2 bil-
lion).

Exports to Asia jumped about 16% from a year earlier 
while those to Europe fell 4.5%. 

A large share of the jump in exports included food, ma-
chinery and vehicles. 

Imports from the Middle East fell as oil prices de-
clined. 

Also Wednesday, Japan’s central bank chose, as ex-
pected, to keep its benchmark interest rate unchanged at 
0.5%. The central bank has been gradually raising the 
key rate from below zero to counter rising infl ation, but 
Trump’s policies have raised uncertainty over the global 
economic outlook as well as trade.

BEIJING, March 19, (AP): Chinese 
government offi cials on Monday 
outlined steps they are taking to try 
to boost domestic demand by get-
ting consumers to spend more as a 
tariff war launched by U.S. President 
Donald Trump threatens to curb the 
country’s exports. 

The central bank will study creat-
ing new tools to increase low-cost 
funding for important consump-
tion areas, said Che Shiyi from the 
People’s Bank of China, the central 
bank.

On the spending side, the govern-
ment has already provided a fi rst 
tranche of 81 billion yuan ($11.2 bil-
lion) to local governments in Janu-
ary for a rebate program to boost 
auto and appliance sales, announced 
Li Chunlin, the vice chairman of the 
National Development and Reform 
Commission.

The offi cials spoke at a news 
conference one day after the gov-
ernment, together with the ruling 
Communist Party, released a multi-
faceted plan to try to boost consumer 
spending. The moves seemed de-
signed to demonstrate that the gov-

ernment is committed to reviving a 
sluggish economy.

“While there are few new details 
on how the government will increase 
spending, the details of the plan 
show a greater determination to tack-
le China’s consumption problem this 
year,” Lynn Song, the chief Greater 
China economist at ING bank, wrote 
in a report on the plan.

New government data released 
Monday showed signs of improve-
ment in the fi rst two months of the 
year, though housing market weak-
ness remained a drag on growth.

Retail sales were up 4% in Janu-
ary and February compared to last 
year, more than forecast. Industrial 
production rose 5.9%, the National 
Bureau of Statistics reported. The 
stronger than expected data helped 
buoy stock markets in Asia.

A bureau spokesperson said the 
economy is moving in the right di-
rection but cautioned that challenges 
remain at home and abroad. Trump 
has imposed a 20% tariff on Chinese 
products, which could set back an 
economy with a high dependence 
on exports and late on Sunday, he 

reiterated his intention to push ahead 
with more tariffs in early April. 

“The external environment has 
become more complex and grim, 
domestic effective demand is insuf-
fi cient, some companies are facing 
diffi culties in production and opera-
tion, and the foundation for the con-
tinuous recovery of the economy is 
still unstable,” Fu Linghui said at a 
news conference.

He added, though, that China’s 
foreign trade has proven resilient.

“China’s industrial system is com-
plete, and its innovation capabilities 
are gradually improving,” he said. 
“There is a foundation and condi-
tions for the steady development of 
foreign trade.”

The long-running real estate crisis 
has depressed consumer confi dence 
and spending. Real estate investment 
fell 9.8% in the fi rst two months of 
the year, the statistics bureau said.

The good news is that real estate 
price declines have slowed, though 
they have yet to bottom out. Prices for 
both new and existing homes fell in 
January and February, but at a much 
slower pace than most of last year.

ING bank said it expects real es-
tate prices to stop falling this year 
but they likely will not rebound 
quickly.

“February’s data showed that it 
would be wise for offi cials not to 
take their foot off the pedal in terms 
of policy support,” Song wrote in a 
report.

The plan released Sunday includes 
various initiatives, from accelerating 
the development of artifi cial-intelli-
gence related products such as au-
tonomous driving and smart weara-
bles to developing winter tourism 
in parts of the country that get a lot 
of snow and ice, the offi cial Xinhua 
News Agency said.

It also included measures to boost 
spending power by expanding the 
minimum age, benefi ts for older 
people and health insurance for rural 
residents, Xinhua said.

Earlier this month, the govern-
ment announced the rebate program, 
now in its second year, would double 
to 300 billion yuan in 2025. It offers 
rebates to people who trade in old 
appliances or automobiles for new 
ones.

MILAN, March 19, (AP): Italian 
Premier Giorgia Meloni on Tuesday 
called for “pragmatism” to prevent 
an EU-US dispute over tariffs from 
escalating into a full-scale trade war, 
and expressed support for U.S. Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s efforts for a 
ceasefi re in Ukraine. 

Speaking to the Italian Senate 
ahead of a meeting of EU leaders 
this week, Meloni made her fi rst 
wide-ranging comments touching 
on Trump policies that have shaken 
Europe in the two months since he 
took offi ce. 

Meloni struck a diplomatic tone 
on tariffs and expressed favor for 
Trump’s moves to establish a 30-day 
ceasefi re in Ukraine as a possible 
pathway to end the war in Ukraine. 
She also ruled out sending Italian 
troops to Ukraine, and spoke against 
the proposal for a security force by 
Britain and France. And she pledged 
to forge ahead with a controversial 
and stalled plan to vet migrants out-
side of the EU borders in Albania. 

“We support the efforts of U.S. 
President Donald Trump in this 
sense,’’ she said, adding that the 
proposed ceasefi re deal ”is a fi rst 
signifi cant step in a path that must 
lead to a justice and lasting peace for 
Ukraine.”

Meloni also ruled out sending Ital-
ian troops to Ukraine, saying “it is 
not on the agenda.” 

“We believe that the dispatch of 
European troops proposed in a draft 

by Britain and France is a very com-
plex, risky and ineffective option,’’ 
she said. 

Meloni said she hoped that a trade 
war with the United States can be 
avoided, after the EU responded 
to U.S. tariffs on steel with tariffs 
on American whiskey and spirits. 
Italian winemakers, whose exports 
to the U.S. last year grew to 2 bil-
lion euros, are among those bracing 
for threatened tariffs of up to 200% 
should the EU tariffs take effect on 
April 1.

“I am convinced that we need to 
work concretely and with pragma-
tism to fi nd common ground and 
avoid a trade war that would not ben-
efi t anyone, not the United States, 
and not Europe,’’ Meloni said. She 
warned against retaliatory tariffs 
“that become a vicious circle where 
everyone loses.”

Meloni said Italy is determined 
to operate centers in Albania that 
it built last year to screen asylum-
seekers, saying she has received sup-
port for the project from other EU 
governments. The project has been 
stalled after Italian courts refused 
to approve deportation proceedings, 
which has been referred to the EU 
Court of Justice. 

“I hope that the court will avoid 
the risk of compromising the repa-
triation policies not only of Italy, 
but all EU member states,’’ she said, 
adding that it would ”undermine the 
very stability of Europe.”

Critics say move will hurt the vulnerable

Offi cials outline plans to boost consumer spending

PM supports Trump’s ceasefi re efforts

Asian shares mixed after Wall Street
 falls back ahead of Fed rate decision

Japanese economy recovering moderately

TOKYO, March 19, (AP): 
Asian shares were mixed 
Wednesday ahead of a deci-
sion on interest rates by the 
U.S. Federal Reserve.

U.S. futures edged higher while 
oil prices declined. 

Japan reported that it logged a 
trade surplus in February, with 
exports rising more than 11% as 
manufacturers rushed to beat rising 
tariffs imposed by U.S. President 
Donald Trump. 

The Japanese central bank opted 
to keep its benchmark rate un-
changed, as expected. The Fed also 
is expected to hold rates steady. 

Japan’s benchmark Nikkei 225 
edged down 0.3% to finish at 
37,751.88 after the central bank 
decided to keep the benchmark in-
terest rate unchanged at 0.5%. The 
U.S. Federal Reserve is also expect-
ed to keep rates steady.

Bank of Japan Gov. Kazuo 
Ueda reiterated that the Japanese 
economy is recovering moderately, 
though risks remain. He declined 
comment on Trump’s policies. 
Ueda said fluctuations in exchange 
rates and consumer prices required 
monitoring. 

In currency trading, the U.S. 
dollar jumped to 149.61 Japanese 
yen from 149.28 yen. The euro 
cost $1.0926, down slightly from 
$1.0944. A cheap yen erodes Ja-
pan’s buying power but is a plus for 
exporters since it boosts their over-
seas profits when they are converted 
into yen. 

Hong Kong’s Hang Seng add-
ed 0.1% to 24,770.21, while the 
Shanghai Composite declined 0.1% 
to 3,426.43. 

Australia’s S&P/ASX 200 de-
clined 0.4% to 7,828.30. South 
Korea’s Kospi gained 0.6% to 
2,628.62.

Much attention will focus 
Wednesday on forecasts the Fed 
will publish after its meeting, show-
ing the outlook for interest rates, in-
flation and the economy. For now, 
traders on Wall Street are largely 
expecting the Fed to deliver two 
or three cuts to rates by the end of 

2025.
On Tuesday, the S&P 500 

dropped 1.1% to 5,614.66 for its 
latest swerve in a scary ride, where 
it tumbled by 10% from its record  
and then rallied  for two straight  
days. The Dow Jones Industrial Av-
erage fell 0.6% to 41,581.31, and 
the Nasdaq composite sank 1.7% to 
17,504.12.

Tesla was one of the heaviest 
weights on the market, falling 
5.3%. The electric-vehicle mak-
er’s stock has been struggling due 
to declining sales and worries over 
anger toward its CEO, Elon Musk, 
who has been leading efforts to cut 
spending by the U.S. government. 
EV rivals, meanwhile, continue to 
chip away at its business. China’s 
BYD on Monday announced an 
ultra-fast charging system that it 
says is nearly as quick as a gaso-
line fill-up.

Alphabet sank 2.2% after the 
owner of Google said it would buy 
cybersecurity firm Wiz for $32 bil-

lion. It would be the company’s 
most expensive purchase in its 26-
year history, and it could boost the 
tech giant’s in-house cloud comput-
ing amid burgeoning artificial-intel-
ligence  growth.

The drop for Big Tech continues 
a trend that’s taken hold in the mar-
ket’s recent sell-off: Stocks whose 
momentum had earlier seemed 
unstoppable have since dropped 
sharply following criticism they had 
simply grown too expensive. 

Chief among them have been 
stocks that zoomed higher in the 
frenzy around AI technology. Nvid-
ia fell 3.3% as it hosted an event 
known as “AI Woodstock.” Super 
Micro Computer, which makes 
servers, lost 9.6%. Palantir Technol-
ogies, which offers an AI platform 
for customers, sank 4%. 

They’ve been among the biggest 
losers as Wall Street retrenches 
amid uncertainty about what Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s trade war  
will do to the economy. Trump’s 

rat -a- tat announcements on tar-
iffs and other policies have cre-
ated worries that U.S. households 
and businesses could hold pull on 
their spending, which would hurt 
the economy. 

That complicates matters for the 
Federal Reserve, which is beginning 
its latest meeting on interest-rate 
policy and will make its announce-
ment on Wednesday.

Virtually everyone expects the 
Fed to stand pat. Cutting its main 
interest rate would make it easier for 
U.S. businesses and households to 
borrow, helping to boost the econ-
omy. But lower interest rates can 
also push inflation upward, and U.S. 
consumers shell-shocked by high 
prices have already begun bracing 
for even higher inflation because of 
tariffs.

In energy trading, benchmark 
U.S. crude fell 29 cents to $66.46 a 
barrel. Brent crude, the international 
standard, lost 30 cents to $70.26 a 
barrel.

By Nasser Al-Hajeri

On February 1, 2025, Presi-
dent Trump signed executive 

orders imposing a 25% tariff on 
all goods imported from Canada 
and Mexico. The administration 
cited concerns over illegal im-
migration and drug trafficking 
as primary motivations for these 
measures. Trump’s trade advisor, 
Peter Navarro, stated that the tar-
iffs aim to pressure these nations 
into strengthening their border 
controls and curbing the flow of 
illicit substances into the United 
States. 

The response from Canada 
and Mexico was swift and asser-
tive. The former Canadian Prime 
Minister, Justin Trudeau, who 
recently resigned, had previously 
warned that such tariffs could 
harm both economies. His suc-
cessor has vowed to take a fi rm 
stance against the U.S. measures, 
considering potential reciprocal 
tariffs on American goods. Simi-
larly, Mexican offi cials expressed 
their discontent, arguing that tar-
iffs are not an effective solution 
to complex issues like immigra-
tion and drug traffi cking. 

In addition to actions against 
North American neighbors, the 
Trump administration imposed a 
10% tariff on imported Chinese 
goods. This move aligns with the 
President’s longstanding criti-
cism of China’s trade practices 
and his commitment to reducing 
the U.S. trade deficit. The admin-
istration argues that these tariffs 
are necessary to protect Ameri-
can industries from unfair com-
petition and intellectual property 
theft. 

Economists warn that these tar-
iffs could lead to increased prices 
for American consumers, par-
ticularly for electronics and other 
consumer goods predominantly 
manufactured in China. There 
is also concern about potential 
retaliation from China, which 
could further escalate trade ten-
sions and impact global markets. 

On February 26, 2025, Presi-
dent Trump announced plans to 
impose a 25% tariff on goods im-
ported from the European Union. 
He accused the EU of engag-
ing in unfair trade practices and 
stated that the bloc was “formed 
to screw the United States.” Eu-
ropean leaders have expressed 
deep concern over these devel-
opments. Italian Prime Minister 

G i o r g i a 
M e l o n i 
c r i t ic ized 
the EU’s 
r e t a l i a -
tory tariffs, 
w a r n i n g 
that such 
a c t i o n s 
c o u l d 
lead to a 
“ v i c i o u s 
circle” of 
escalating 

trade barriers, ultimately harm-
ing consumers and exacerbating 
inflation within the EU. 

The implementation of these 
tariffs has raised alarms about 
their potential impact on both the 
U.S. and global economies. Crit-
ics argue that increased tariffs 
function as a tax on consumers, 
leading to higher prices for ev-
eryday goods. These  recent tariff 
proposals also represent a sig-
nificant shift toward protectionist 
trade policies, aiming to address 
concerns over national security, 
unfair trade practices, and eco-
nomic imbalances.  

While intended to bolster do-
mestic industries and safeguard 
American jobs, these measures 
carry the risk of unintended 
consequences, including higher 
consumer prices, strained inter-
national relations, and potential 
retaliation from affected trading 
partners. As these policies un-
fold, their long-term impact on 
the U.S. and global economies 
remains a subject of intense 
debate among policymakers, 
economists, and business lead-
ers.

Trump’s new tariff proposals:
economic protectionism or trade war?

 People stand in front of an electronic stock board showing Japan’s Nikkei index at a securities fi rm Thursday, 
March 6, 2025, in Tokyo. (AP )

Other Voices

Al-Hajeri
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Photos from the event

Spreading kindness: PPO organizes Ramadan iftar donation drive
KUWAIT CITY, March 19: In the true spirit of Ramadan, 
the Philippine Professional Organization - Kuwait came to-
gether for a heart-warming initiative – the Ramadan Iftar 
Donation Drive – held on March 14, at Old Souk, Salmiya.

As the sun began to set, volunteers gathered to distribute 
iftar packs, ensuring that hundreds of fasting individuals had 
something to break their fast with. This simple yet meaning-
ful gesture symbolized generosity, unity, and the power of a 
community working together to uplift others.

A collective effort of Filipino professionals
This initiative, spearheaded by PPO President Joel Javier, 

was made possible through the unwavering support and col-
laboration of various PPO-affi liated organizations in Ku-

wait. Each group played a vital role in organizing, preparing, 
and distributing the iftar packs.

The following organizations played a key role in the suc-
cess of this meaningful initiative:

■ Philippine Nurses Association Kuwait (PNA-K) – un-
der the leadership of  Joel Javier, RN

■ Institute of Integrated Electrical Engineers - Kuwait 
Chapter (IIEE-KW) – under the presidency of Engr. Eric R. 
Castillo, PEE, AER, ACPE

■ Philippine Society of Mechanical Engineers - State of 
Kuwait (PSME-K) – under the presidency of Engr. JonilPu-
caran, PME

■ Philippine Institute of Civil Engineers - Kuwait Chap-

ter (PICE-KW) – under the presidency of Engr. Roderick 
Mangampo

■ United Architects of the Philippines - Kuwait Chapter 
(UAP-KC) – under the presidency of Ar. Seraida M. Baiddin

■ Teachers/Specialist Organization in Kuwait (TSOK) – 
under the presidency of Ms. Rosemarie Juarez Lim, LPT, 
PRO

■ Institute of Electronics Engineers of the Philippines - 
Kuwait Chapter (IECEP-K) – under the presidency of Engr. 
Jaymond De Cruz

■ Filipino Psychology Organization in Kuwait (FiPOK) – 
under the presidency of Ms. Aisha V. Albakit

More than just a donation – a message of unity

The act of giving during Ramadan is more than just char-
ity; it is a powerful reminder of compassion, humility, and 
solidarity. By coming together as one, Filipino professionals 
in Kuwait showed that kindness knows no boundaries.

PPO-Kuwait extends its deepest gratitude to all volun-
teers, donors, and supporters who helped make this event a 
success. Your generosity and commitment prove that even 
the smallest gestures can make a signifi cant impact.

As we continue to celebrate Ramadan, let us carry forward 
the spirit of giving, not just during this holy month but every 
day.

“Together, we make a difference. Together, we share the 
blessings. “

Filipinos unite to share blessings during holy month of Ramadan

A night of diplomacy, community, and cultural harmony

FIMA hosts grand iftar celebrating unity, gratitude

HMWA organizes grand annual iftar get-together

KUWAIT CITY, March 19: The Federation of Indian 
Muslim Associations (FIMA) hosted its Grand Iftar 
2025 on March 13, 2025, at Crowne Plaza Hotel, 
Kuwait, bringing together ambassadors, dignitaries, 
and community leaders in an atmosphere of unity and 
goodwill.

The event commenced at 4:45 PM with a beautiful 
recitation of the Holy Quran by Master Ridwan, fol-
lowed by an English translation by Mubeen Ahmed. 
Mubeen Ahmed also served as the Master of Cere-
mony, ensuring a smooth fl ow of the program.

Siddeque Valiyakath, Secretary General of FIMA, 
warmly welcomed all distinguished guests, ambassa-
dors, and community leaders. He emphasized the sig-
nifi cance of Iftar as a symbol of unity, harmony, and 
shared values, while acknowledging FIMA’s tireless 
efforts in fostering goodwill, cultural connections, 
and social service.

FIMA President Kareem Irfan, in his presidential 
address, highlighted the dedication and contributions 
of FIMA’s 20 member associations in organizing im-
pactful social and community programs. He also ex-
pressed gratitude to all attendees for their unwavering 
support and participation.

Ambassadors and their subordinates from the 
USA, Spain, Nepal, India, South Africa, Uzbekistan, 
Brunei, Bangladesh, Afghanistan, and other nations 
graced the occasion, adding to the spirit of interna-
tional unity.

HE Sheikh Faisal Al Humoud Al Malek Al Sabah 
delivered an inspiring speech, emphasizing the val-
ues of compassion, unity, and cultural harmony. He 
lauded FIMA’s contributions to strengthening social 
bonds and praised the organization’s commitment to 
charitable and community welfare activities.

Eng. Hussam Sulaiman Al-Mutawa spoke on the 

signifi cance of fasting in Islam, shedding light on its 
spiritual, psychological, and health benefi ts. He de-
scribed how fasting fosters discipline, patience, and a 
sense of empathy for those in need.

Eng. Abdulaziz Al-Duaij, Ex-DCEO of KNPC 
and Board Member, delivered a thought-provoking 
speech on the importance of social responsibility and 
community development. He praised FIMA’s initia-
tives in uplifting the community and emphasized the 
role of leadership in driving positive change and fos-
tering growth.

HE Dr. Adarsh Swaika, Ambassador of India to 
Kuwait, expressed his appreciation for FIMA’s ongo-
ing efforts in uniting the Indian diaspora in Kuwait. 
He reaffi rmed the strong diplomatic and cultural ties 
between India and Kuwait and commended FIMA’s 
dedication to community welfare, education, and so-
cial harmony.

KUWAIT CITY, March 19: Hy-
derabad Muslim Welfare Association 
(HMWA) hosted a grand and tradition-
al annual iftar get-together, which held 
on Friday, March 14 in Masjid Al Mu-
zaini Salmiya Kuwait. Program was 
well attended by more than 400 people 
including ladies and children and en-
joyed the blessed day of Ramadan. 

The program started at 5:00 pm. 
with the recitation of the Holy Quran 
by Abdul Kareem Gen. Joint secy 
HMWA Ateeq-ur-Rahman initiated 
the program and staged the Master of 
ceremony in a professional manner. 

Distinct guests from Kuwait FIMA 
president Kareem Irfan graced the oc-
casion, Esdani Basha, Dr. Nayeem 
HMWA president Haneef IMWA 
presdent, Mujtaba Quadri, Dr Arbab 
and representatives from various so-
cial organizations and prominent per-
sonalities from India and Hyderabad 
shared the dais and hailed the activities 
carried out by HMWA. 

President Dr Nayeem addressed and 
welcomed audience. He highlighted 
the various welfare activities done 
by HMWA related to education and 
uplifting the poor irrespective of cast 
and creed. He also congratulated the 

audience for getting yet again precious 
month of Ramadhan reminded the at-
tendees about the further role needed 
by everyone for uplifting the society 
through charity and care

Famous guest Speaker and well-
known Radio Kuwait question and 
answer cleric Sifaat Alam Madani 

Sahab was the main Speaker of the 
day and spoke on the topic KUNTUM 
KHAIRU UMMAT. As usual he cap-
tured the attention of all the attendees 
through his dynamic addressing style, 
he also emphasized how Ramadan 
is the month of patience and Quran, 
which is the guidance for all mankind, 
and it shows the straight path to who-
ever seeks guidance and who obeys 
Allah. He described the responsibility 
of the Muslim community to uphold 
righteousness, guide others toward 
good, and stand against wrongdoing 
promoting social harmony, strengthen-
ing family bonds, and fostering a sense 
of unity within the community

He urged people to follow in the 
remaining days of Ramadan the teach-
ing of Quran and Sunna of Prophet 
Mohammed (PBUH), said only these 
people will be successful in this world 
and the life after this world. He said 
Surely people who extend good work 
for humanity and follow norms of the 
religion will always be dominant and 
successful and be stuck to teaching of 
Prophet Mohammed (PBUH), Shaikh 
Sifat also highlighted the importance 
of teaching good forbidding people 
for evil. He took a good example from 

Quran where a bird Hud Hud went 
to a far region and brought a news of 
wrongdoing by a community and re-
ported to Prophet Solomon, eventually 
he requested people to support who are 
working for a good cause. Hetook an 
example of Dr Abdul Rahman Alsu-
maid who left his medical profession 
and went to Africa and stayed and 
helped poor peoplehis entire life and 
extended services across the globe. 
Finally, he made a note that Ramadan 
is the month of Duas, and hence we 
should be steadfast in our Duas seek 
forgiveness and perform salah prayers 
not only in Ramadan but also through-
out the entire year.

Abdul Azeem Vice president vol-
unteered the entire event and provided 
much needed coordination to conduct 
a successful event

All the volunteers and individuals 
made excellent arrangements and lead 
the team of members and youth. All 
the attendees enjoyed delicious Iftar 
food and Hyderabadi Biryani at the 
end of fasting and prayers

All EC worked diligently to make 
program successful Mushtaq, Nisar 
Juddy Sahab, Azeem Sahab, Ifthekar 
Sahab, Awes, Zafer Mahmood. 

Photos from the event.

Over 400 people participate in Ramadan event

A photo from the event.

Customer satisfaction key

Burgan Bank launches special
Ramadan offers with talabat
KUWAIT CITY, March 19: In cel-
ebration of the holy month, Burgan 
Bank announced renewing its col-
laboration with talabat app during 
Ramadan, offering customers a spe-
cial discount of up to 50% on their 
orders paid for with Burgan credit 
cards on talabat. The offer echoes 
Burgan’s commitment to elevating 
its customers’ banking experience 
and adding value to their everyday 
transactions.

Commenting on the Bank’s lat-
est collaboration with talabat, Mr. 
Manaf Al-Menaifi , Acting General 
Manager – Retail Banking at Bur-
gan Bank, said: “In banking, grow-
ing competition means growing 
expectations and value is no longer 
confi ned to the core offerings. Cus-
tomers’ choice of Burgan comes 
with an expectation that their needs 
will be swiftly and effi ciently met 
and that they will be rewarded for 
their loyalty with a broad spectrum 
of exclusive offers and discounts – 
and that is exactly what we continue 
to strive for day in and day out, es-
pecially during the month of giving 
and sharing.”

The offer, valid until the end of 
Ramadan, applies to all talabat or-
ders with a minimum order require-
ment of KD 10, and a maximum 
payout cap of KD 5. To redeem 
the discount, customers can apply 
the promo code Burgan50multiple 
times using more than one credit 

card before the offer expires. 
Stemming from its institutional 

philosophy, “Driven by You”, 
Burgan Bank continues to dedi-
cate its efforts to enhancing its 
customers’ quality of life by un-
derstanding their needs and devel-
oping products and services that 
respond to their evolving aspira-
tions. Through its expanding net-
work of valuable partnerships and 
collaborations, the Bank leverages 
Kuwait’s best tools, innovations, 
services, and resources to guaran-
tee that every Burgan transaction 
delivers more convenience than 
meets the eye.

Manaf Al-Menaifi

Burgan Bank digital fl yer

Classes start April 12

IMA Kuwait announces admissions
for 2025-2026 online Islamic School
KUWAIT CITY, March 19: Admis-
sions open for Indian Muslim Asso-
ciation (IMA) Kuwait’s online week-
end Islamic school!

IMA Kuwait is thrilled to an-
nounce the commencement of our 
online weekend Islamic School (IM-
AWIS) for the Academic Year 2025-
2026!

Program highlights:
Classes start from 12th April 2025
For boys and girls (Ages 5 to 14)
Holistic learning experience with 

Hifdh, Seerah, Tafseer, Dua, Islam-
ic Manners, Leadership Skills, and 
more!

Online classes every Saturday (9 
AM - 12 Noon) via Zoom

Affordable Fee:15 KD per quarter
How to Apply?
Fill out the admission form here 

https://forms.gle/i2CwfJhx3Upy-

3pLW9
Register on our website www.im-

awis.org
Take the appropriate admission 

test (Not required for Class 1 and 2 
students).

For queries: Contact Yunus at 
50908108 or email us at imawiskw@
gmail.com

Enroll today and let your child 
embark on a journey of strengthen-
ing Faith, Knowledge, Character and 
personal growth!

Share this with friends amd fam-
ily!

For further details or inquiries, 
please contact:

Indian Muslim Association (IMA) 
Kuwait
Email: pr@imakuwait.org
Phone: 9969 7642 / 6000 1424
Website: www.imakuwait.org
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Charged millions for a show that never aired

Hollywood director arrested over $11m Netfl ix scam
NEW YORK, March 19, (AP): A Hol-
lywood writer-director was arrested 
Tuesday on charges that he swindled 
$11 million from Netfl ix for a sci-fi  
show that never aired, instead steering 
the cash toward cryptocurrency invest-
ments and a series of lavish purchases 
that included a fl eet of Rolls-Royces 
and a Ferrari. 

Carl Erik Rinsch - perhaps best 
known for directing the fi lm “47 Ron-
in” - has been charged with wire fraud 
and money laundering over what fed-
eral prosecutors allege was a scheme 
to defraud the streaming giant. 

Prosecutors said Netfl ix had initially 
paid about $44 million to purchase an 
unfi nished show called “White Horse” 
from Rinsch, but eventually doled out 
another $11 million after he said he 
needed the additional cash to complete 
the show. Rather than using the extra 
money to wrap up production, Rinsch 

quietly transferred the money to a per-
sonal brokerage account, where he 
made a series of failed investments that 

lost about half of the $11 million in two 
months, according to prosecutors.

The fi lmmaker then dumped the rest 
of the money into the cryptocurrency 
market, which proved to be a profi table 
move, with Rinsch eventually transfer-
ring the earnings into a personal bank 
account, according to an indictment. 

From there, Rinsch spent about 
$10 million on personal expenses and 
luxury items in a spending spree that, 
according to prosecutors, included 
about $1.8 million on credit card bills; 
$1 million on lawyers to sue Netfl ix 
for more money; $3.8 million on fur-
niture and antiques; $2.4 million for 
fi ve Rolls-Royces and one Ferrari; and 
$652,000 on watches and clothes. 

Rinsch, 47, was arrested in West 
Hollywood, California, and had an ini-
tial court hearing on Tuesday. 

He appeared in a federal courtroom 
in Los Angeles in a turtleneck sweater 

and jeans with shackles on his arms 
and legs. He did not enter a plea and 
spoke only to answer a judge’s ques-
tions. When asked if he’d read the 
indictment against him, he said “not 
cover to cover” but told the judge he 
understood the charges.

US Magistrate Judge Pedro V. 
Castillo ordered that he be released 
later Tuesday after he agreed to post a 
$100,000 bond to assure he’ll appear 
in court in New York, where his indict-
ment was fi led. 

His newly appointed attorney, An-
nie Carney, declined to comment out-
side court. She said during the hearing 
that she had not yet seen the prosecu-
tion’s evidence against Rinsch. When 
discussing the terms of his release, she 
said, “the allegations in this case are 
purely fi nancial.” Rinsch’s New York 
court date had not yet been set.

Netfl ix declined to comment.

Director Carl Rinsch poses for pho-
tographers during a news confer-
ence to promote his 3-D fi lm ‘47 
Ronin’ in Tokyo, Japan, Nov. 18, 

2013. (AP)

Unfazed by $20b legal battle

‘60 Minutes’ unfl inching in
its White House coverage

NEW YORK, March 19, (AP): 
As CBS corporate leaders ponder 
settling President Donald Trump’s 
$20 billion lawsuit against the net-
work’s “60 Minutes,” America’s 
storied newsmagazine has pro-
duced some fast and hard-hitting 
stories critical of the new admin-
istration in every episode since 
Trump was inaugurated.

The latest was Sunday, when 
CBS News helped pay for a per-
formance featuring non-white 
middle and high school musicians 
who had won a contest and with 
it, the right to play with the U.S. 
Marine Corps Band. The original 
concert, however, was canceled 
because of Trump’s executive or-
der ending diversity, equity and 
inclusion efforts.

Correspondent Scott Pelley nar-
rated six of the show’s seven sto-
ries since Trump’s inauguration, 
including Sunday’s. He examined 
the administration’s policies to-
ward Ukraine and tariffs, looked 
at changes in the Justice Depart-
ment and reported on fi rings of 
government watchdogs. Shortly 
after his piece on the dismantling 
of USAID, Elon Musk suggested 
“long prison sentences” for those 
working on the show.

All came at a time when tel-
evision’s most popular and infl u-
ential news broadcast was being 
watched to see how it would re-
spond to a unique pressure.

“This may be a lawsuit that is 
designed to intimidate, but they 
are clearly making a statement 
that they will not be intimidated,” 
said Tom Bettag, a longtime tele-
vision news producer who worked 
under Mike Wallace and Morley 
Safer at the CBS show.

Pelley, meanwhile, has quickly 
become a polarizing fi gure.

“Another week, another ‘60 
Minutes’ story trying to discredit 
Trump policies,” Brent Baker, 
editor of the conservative media 
watchdog NewsBusters, wrote on 
X on Sunday night.

Trump’s lawsuit, coupled with 
a parallel Federal Communica-
tions Commission investigation, 
accuses “60 Minutes” of election 
interference for the way it edited 
Bill Whitaker’s interview last fall 
with Trump’s 2024 opponent, Ka-
mala Harris.

Two sound bites, broadcast on 
“60 Minutes” and CBS’ “Face the 
Nation,” depicted Harris giving 
different responses to Whitaker 
in a discussion about Israel. CBS 
said Harris made both comments 
in her answer to Whitaker and that 
the two shows ended up using dif-
ferent parts of a long sound bite. 
CBS argued the apparent discrep-
ancy was typical of editing and 
not, as Trump has suggested, that 
different remarks by Harris were 
used to make her look better.

Lawsuit
CBS parent Paramount Global 

fi led new motions in the past two 
weeks to get both the lawsuit 
and the FCC probe dismissed. 
Still, Shari Redstone, head of 
Paramount, is reportedly anxious 
for a settlement, much like Dis-
ney agreed to pay $16 million in 
December to end Trump’s law-
suit against ABC News’ George 
Stephanopoulos. Complicating 
matters is Paramount’s proposed 
merger with Skydance Media, 
which needs approval from the 
Trump administration.

Many at CBS News resist a set-
tlement, insisting “60 Minutes” 
did nothing wrong. The show’s 
executive producer, Bill Owens, 
told his staff last month that he 
would not apologize as part of any 
prospective settlement.

“My precious ‘60 Minutes’ is 
fi ghting, quite frankly, for our 
life,” correspondent Lesley Stahl 
said earlier this month in accept-
ing a First Amendment award 
from the Radio Television Digital 
News Association. “I am so proud 
of ‘60 Minutes’ that we are stand-
ing up and fi ghting for what is 
right.”

Neither Owens nor Pelley 
would comment on whether the 
show is trying to deliver any sort 
of message about the lawsuit 
through its work. Bettag said he 

believed “60 Minutes” is moti-
vated by the importance of the 
stories.

What the show has done dur-
ing the past two months is strik-
ing, said Bettag, now a journal-
ism professor at the University of 
Maryland.

“The ‘60 Minutes’ people are 
such committed journalists that 
they’d consider it foolish to be do-
ing these stories because of what is 
a frivolous lawsuit,” he said. “The 
lawsuit pales in comparison with 
the monumental changes Trump 
is trying to implement. Those cor-
respondents and producers know 
that this is a moment that requires 
their very best work.”

Some of the segments were 
unusually urgent for the news-
magazine, which tends to do 
longer-range stories that could 
take months to produce. Pelley’s 
March 2 report about Ukraine 
came only days after the White 
House confrontation between 
Trump and Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy.

Musk’s angry comment on his 
X social media platform came 
after Pelley’s Feb. 16 story about 
the billionaire’s role in the quick 
shutdown of the USAID offi ce. 
“The world’s richest man had cut 
off assistance to the world’s poor-
est families,” Pelley said, noting 
that Musk collects “billions of 
taxpayer dollars” for his SpaceX 
company.

Engaged
Hours later, Musk wrote on X: 

“60 Minutes are the biggest liars 
in the world! They engaged in 
deliberate deception to interfere 
with the last election. They de-
serve a long prison sentence.”

Other news organizations have 
done admirable work under dif-
fi cult circumstances, said Bill 
Grueskin, a Columbia University 
journalism professor. Besides Pel-
ley, he cited the news staff of the 
Washington Post at a time the 
newspaper’s owner, Jeff Bezos, 
has shown more friendliness to 
Trump.

Sunday’s “60 Minutes” story 
involved some elite high school 
students - each of them either of 
either Black, Hispanic, Indian or 
Asian descent - who had earned 
the right to play with the Marine 
band before the show was called 
off.

CBS worked with Equity Arc, 
an organization devoted to increas-
ing the number of minority students 
playing classical music, to organize 
a show for family and friends of the 
students outside Washington, D.C.. 
Retired members of military bands 
were brought in to work with the 
students. CBS News, which wanted 
to interview the students, paid for 
the travel and lodging of 22 of them.

Pelley called it the “concert that 
was not meant to be heard.”

“The original Marine Band 
concert would have been seen by 
hundreds,” he said. “Here tonight, 
these musicians are being heard 
by millions.”

Pelley’s March 9 report, “Fir-
ing the Watchdogs,” was about 
Trump’s efforts to fire inspec-
tor generals and thwart others 
who protect whistleblowers in 
government agencies. He quoted 
Trump as saying the firings were 
standard for a new administra-
tion taking office. “He’s wrong,” 
Pelley said.

His story about the US Justice 
Department examined the resist-
ance among some prosecutors to 
drop corruption charges against 
New York City Mayor Eric Ad-
ams.

“As he continues to step up 
his attacks on President Donald 
Trump and the new administra-
tion, Pelley is elbowing aside all 
others to emerge as Trump’s loud-
est TV critic,” wrote Paul Bedard 
of the Washington Examiner.

In his stories, Pelley’s deadpan 
voice and methodical style could 
not hide the sharpness of some 
observations. While narrating the 
story about USAID, Pelley noted 
that “It’s too soon to tell how seri-
ous President Trump is in defi ance 
of the Constitution.”

‘60 Minutes’ correspondent Lesley Stahl poses for a photo in her 
offi ce in New York on Sept. 12, 2017. (AP)

Television

Media

This image released by Disney shows Ellen Pompeo in a scene from ‘Good American Family.’ (AP)

Pompeo fi nds her creative challenge in Hulu’s show

True-crime drama in ‘Good American Family’
NEW YORK, March 19, (AP): If Ellen Pompeo was 
going to fi nd a new role after 20 years as a series reg-
ular on ABC’s “Grey’s Anatomy,” it had to be good. 
She thinks she found it as a supermom whose world 
collapses in Hulu’s “Good American Family.”

“I was looking for a real creative challenge. I think 
this was an opportunity for me to completely disap-
pear into a role,” she says. ”Characters like this don’t 
come along all that often.”

“Good American Family” fi ctionalizes the true 
story of Natalia Grace, a Ukrainian-born orphan with 
dwarfi sm, adopted as a child by an American family 
who soon accuse her of being a troubled adult mas-
querading as a child.

Pompeo plays the adoptive mother, whose charac-
ter has become a sought-after speaker and author after 
raising a son with autism but now fi nds herself at her 
breaking point with Natalia, her marriage strained, in 
legal jeopardy and her reputation in tatters.

“We were taking all of this research that we had 
and amplifying certain moments or adjusting certain 
moments for kind of dramatic license,” says creator 
and co-showrunner Katie Robbins, who also created 
“Sunny” and wrote for “The Affair.”

“The thing that was important was to tell a propul-
sive, compulsively watchable thing. But, at the end of 
the day, the most important thing was to tell it in an 
emotionally authentic way to the people involved.”

Over the years, the case has been the focus of sev-
eral TV shows, podcasts and documentaries, includ-
ing Investigation Discovery’s documentary series 

“The Curious Case of Natalia Grace.”
If viewers hope to get clarity on who the heroes 

are, they’ll not get it with “Good American Family.” 
It tells the story from multiple points of view, fl ashing 
forward and back, to create a complex family drama 
that also has elements of a thriller.

“You really have to pay attention to who’s doing 
the telling,” says Robbins. “Using perspective felt 
like an opportunity both to tell the story in kind of a 
fresh way, but also to allow us as storytellers to take 
the viewers on an experience that would help them 
confront their own biases in unexpected ways.”

Perspective
The series starts from the perspective of the adop-

tive parents - Mark Duplass plays the husband - who 
eventually turn on their new family member, but 
then shifts to Natalia (played by Imogen Faith Reid), 
slowly cracking any snap judgements the viewer may 
have had going into it.

“Everybody comes into the experience of this 
story with sort of a different way of looking at it,” 
says co-showrunner and executive producer Sarah 
Sutherland. “It’s sort of like a Rorschach test. I just 
thought it was super-fascinating to sit with the kind of 
uncomfortableness of that.” The eight episodes that 
begin debuting Wednesday seamlessly blend dark-
ness and light, showing moments of family levity but 
also scenes of terror, as when Natalia approaches her 
parents’ bed with a knife.

“In terms of the tone, I am a fi rm believer that life 

is a real genre blend,” says Robbins. “The happiest 
moments in my life have been undercut often with 
tragedy, and the saddest moments I’ve often found 
myself fi nding something absurdly hilarious. So eve-
rything that I write, I try to let all live in that sort of 
tension because that’s what it is to be a person.”

At its core, “Good American Family” is about how 
we are raised and how that can echo through genera-
tions. We learn how Pompeo’s character was treated 
by her mother and how Natalia wasn’t always raised 
with familial love, priming them for a face-off.

“We’re examining the ways in which one is parent-
ed trickles down and affects the way that one is a 
parent,” says Robbins. “It changes the way that you 
perceive the world. And I think that it’s a fascinating 
thing that runs through the arc of this series.” 

Pompeo sees an even larger point - how everyone 
these days has their own defi nitive version of events 
and sees things though their own lens.

“Even if you know you’re wrong, it takes an ex-
traordinary amount of humility to admit you’re 
wrong. It’s so much easier to just go with it, stick to 
the ego and say, ‘I wasn’t wrong,’” she says. 

“We see that with what’s happening in our country 
right now. People will fi ght to the death before they 
admit they were wrong. It doesn’t matter what we 
see, right?” she adds.

“We’re seeing things before our eyes, and people 
are saying something else, and we’re choosing to 
believe what was said instead of what we’re seeing. 
And that is the human condition.”

Variety
WASHINGTON: Heavily redacted 
court fi lings released Tuesday shed no 
fresh light on the circumstances under 
which Prince Harry entered the United 
States, the latest development in a le-
gal fi ght by a conservative group that is 
pushing to fi nd out whether Harry lied 
about past drug use on his immigration 
forms.

US Department of Homeland Se-
curity offi cials responded to a request 
from U.S. District Judge Carl Nich-
ols by saying the records were being 
“withheld in full” and that all records 
are deemed “categorically exempt 
from disclosure.”

The case has centered on the cir-
cumstances under which Harry - the 
Duke of Sussex and the son of King 
Charles III - entered the US when he 
and his wife Meghan Markle moved 
to Southern California in 2020. The 
Heritage Foundation sued after DHS 
largely rejected its Freedom of Infor-
mation Act request to release Harry’s 
records. Harry is not a party in the 
lawsuit.

Heritage has argued there is “intense 
public interest” in knowing whether 
Harry received special treatment dur-
ing the application process, particu-
larly after his 2023 memoir “Spare” 

revealed past drug use. Harry has not 
consented to having his records made 
public, said Shari Suzuki, an offi cial 
handling Freedom of Information Act 
requests for DHS and Customs and 
Border Protection. (AP)

❑     ❑     ❑

NEW YORK: A journalist from Iran 
who prosecutors said was the target of 
an assassination plot testifi ed Tuesday 
that Tehran’s campaign to silence her 
left her feeling broken, but that she re-
sponded to every threat by planting a 
fl ower at her home in New York.

“That’s why I have a beautiful, mas-
sive garden ... because I face a lot of 
curses and threats,” Masih Alinejad 
told the jury. The dissident writer tes-
tifi ed for more than two hours at the 
trial of two men charged with trying 
to kidnap and kill her in 2022. US 
prosecutors say the murder plot was 
orchestrated from Iran to stop Alinejad 
from speaking out about human rights 
abuses in her home country.

Guided by gentle questioning from 
Assistant US Attorney Michael Lock-
ard, Alinejad recounted her childhood 
in Iran and her years as a young jour-
nalist trying to cover politics in a coun-
try where she frequently clashed with 
authorities who sought to control the 
news she produced.

“We don’t have free media in Iran,” 

she said.
She left Iran in 2009 following the 

country’s disputed 2009 presiden-
tial election and moved to the United 
States, where she launched online 
campaigns to encourage women in 
Iran to pose for pictures and videos 
showing their hair, in defi ance of a re-
ligious rule requiring a head scarf.

In Iran, Alinejad said, a cleric had 
once told her “I’m going to punch 
on your face if you don’t cover your 
hair proper.” On the stand, Alinejad 

appeared with 
curly, black hair 
styled in big 
curls.

A l i n e j a d ’ s 
testimony came 
a week after a 
former member 
of the Russian 
mob testifi ed that 
he took photo-
graphs and vid-
eos outside her 
Brooklyn home 

after he was hired to assassinate her. 
Before he could, he was stopped by 
police for running a stop sign. He was 
arrested after a loaded AK-47 assault 
rifl e was found in his backseat.

An author and contributor to Voice 
of America, Alinejad became a US cit-
izen in October 2019. She has traveled 

the world speaking to women and en-
couraging others to join her movement 
for freedom of expression by women, 
particularly those in Iran. (AP)

❑     ❑     ❑

NEW YORK: Tracy Morgan says food 
poisoning was to blame for his tak-
ing ill during Monday’s Knicks-Heat 
game, and that he’s “doing OK.”

The actor-comedian posted an up-
date on Instagram Tuesday morning, 
along with a smiling photo from a hos-
pital bed, thanking fans for their con-
cern. He also suggested humorously 
that perhaps his health episode spelled 
good luck for the Knicks. 

“I’m doing ok now and doctors say 
it was food poisoning. Appreciate my 
MSG family for taking such good care 
of me and I need to shout out the crew 
that had to clean that up. Appreciate 
you!” Morgan wrote.

“More importantly, the Knicks are 
now 1-0 when I throw up on the court 
so maybe I’ll have to break it out again 
in the playoffs,” he quipped, ending 
his post with a #goknicks hashtag.

Morgan took ill in the second half 
of Monday night’s Heat-Knicks game, 
interrupting the action at Madison 
Square Garden with 6:09 left in the 
third quarter while workers cleaned 
up the area around his seat. The delay 
lasted more than 10 minutes. (AP)

Alinejad
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Williams sets spacewalking record for female astronauts

NASA astronauts return to Earth after 9 months stuck in space
CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla., March 
19, (AP): Stuck in space no more, 
NASA astronauts Butch Wilmore 
and Suni Williams returned to Earth 
on Tuesday, hitching a different ride 
home to close out a saga that began 
with a bungled test flight more than 
nine months ago.

Their SpaceX capsule parachuted 
into the Gulf of Mexico in the early 
evening, just hours after departing the 
International Space Station. Splash-
down occurred off the coast of Talla-
hassee in the Florida Panhandle, bring-
ing their unplanned odyssey to an end.

Within an hour, the astronauts were 
out of their capsule, waving and smil-
ing at the cameras while being hustled 
away in reclining stretchers for routine 
medical checks.

It all started with a fl awed Boeing 
test fl ight last spring.

The two expected to be gone just 
a week or so after launching on Boe-
ing’s new Starliner crew capsule on 
June 5. So many problems cropped 
up on the way to the space station that 
NASA eventually sent Starliner back 
empty and transferred the test pilots 
to SpaceX, pushing their homecoming 

into February. Then SpaceX capsule 
issues added another month’s delay.

Sunday’s arrival of their relief crew 
meant Wilmore and Williams could 
fi nally leave. NASA cut them loose a 

little early, given the iffy weather fore-
cast later this week. They checked out 
with NASA’s Nick Hague and Russia’s 
Alexander Gorbunov, who arrived in 
their own SpaceX capsule last fall with 

two empty seats reserved for the Star-
liner duo.

Wilmore and Williams ended up 
spending 286 days in space - 278 days 
longer than anticipated when they 
launched. They circled Earth 4,576 
times and traveled 121 million miles 
(195 million kilometers) by the time of 
splashdown. 

“On behalf of SpaceX, welcome 
home,” radioed SpaceX Mission Con-
trol in California. 

Capsule
“What a ride,” replied Hague, the 

capsule’s commander. “I see a capsule 
full of grins ear to ear.”

Dolphins circled the capsule as di-
vers readied it for hoisting onto the 
recovery ship. Once safely on board, 
the side hatch was opened and the 
astronauts were helped out, one by 
one. Williams was next-to-last out, 
followed by Wilmore who gave two 
gloved thumbs-up.

Wilmore and Williams’ plight cap-
tured the world’s attention, giving new 
meaning to the phrase “stuck at work” 
and turning “Butch and Suni” into 
household names. While other astro-

nauts had logged longer spacefl ights 
over the decades, none had to deal with 
so much uncertainty or see the length 
of their mission expand by so much.

Wilmore and Williams quickly tran-
sitioned from guests to full-fl edged 
station crew members, conducting ex-
periments, fi xing equipment and even 
spacewalking together. With 62 hours 
over nine spacewalks, Williams set a 
record: the most time spent spacewalk-
ing over a career among female astro-
nauts.

Both had lived on the orbiting 
lab before and knew the ropes, and 
brushed up on their station training be-
fore rocketing away. Williams became 
the station’s commander three months 
into their stay and held the post until 
earlier this month. 

Their mission took an unexpected 
twist in late January when President 
Donald Trump asked SpaceX founder 
Elon Musk to accelerate the astro-
nauts’ return and blamed the delay on 
the Biden administration. The replace-
ment crew’s brand new SpaceX cap-
sule still wasn’t ready to fl y, so SpaceX 
subbed it with a used one, hurrying 
things along by at least a few weeks. 

After splashdown, Musk offered his 
congratulations via X. NASA’s Joel 
Montalbano said the space agency 
was already looking at various options 
when Trump made his call to hurry the 
astronauts home.

Even in the middle of the political 
storm, Wilmore and Williams contin-
ued to maintain an even keel at pub-
lic appearances from orbit, casting no 
blame and insisting they supported 
NASA’s decisions from the start. 

NASA hired SpaceX and Boeing af-
ter the shuttle program ended, in order 
to have two competing U.S. companies 
for transporting astronauts to and from 
the space station until it’s abandoned 
in 2030 and steered to a fi ery reentry. 
By then, it will have been up there 
more than three decades; the plan is to 
replace it with privately run stations so 
NASA can focus on moon and Mars 
expeditions.

“This has been nine months in the 
making, and I couldn’t be prouder of 
our team’s versatility, our team’s abil-
ity to adapt and really build for the 
future of human spacefl ight,” NASA’s 
commercial crew program manager 
Steve Stich said.

NASA astronaut Suni Williams gives a thumbs-up after being helped out of 
a SpaceX capsule onboard the SpaceX recovery ship Megan after landing 

in the water off the coast of Tallahassee, Fla., Tuesday, March 18. (AP)

New insulin delivery tech

Sarepta reports patient death
following ‘MD gene therapy’

WASHINGTON, March 19, (AP): 
Sarepta Therapeutics said Tuesday 
that a patient died while taking its 
closely watched gene therapy for 
muscular dystrophy (MD), sending 
company shares plummeting more 
than 25%.

The young man died of acute 
liver injury, a known side effect, 
Sarepta said in a statement. But the 
company said the “severity” of the 
patient’s case had not previously 
been seen with the therapy, called 
Elevidys. It’s the fi rst known pa-
tient death with the therapy, which 
has been used in more than 800 pa-
tients, the company said.

In 2023, Elevidys received expe-
dited US approval despite concerns 
from some Food and Drug Adminis-
tration scientists about its effective-
ness in treating Duchenne muscular 
dystrophy. It’s the fi rst gene therapy 
approved in the US for the rare mus-
cle-wasting condition, which causes 
weakness, loss of mobility and early 
death in males.

The FDA granted full approval 
last year for Duchenne’s patients 
with a particular genetic mutation, 
expanding its use to patients 4 and 
older, regardless of whether they 
are still able to walk. Previously it 
was only available for younger pa-
tients who were still mobile.

Sarepta said in a statement the 
patient who died had a recent in-
fection that could have contributed 
to the liver injury. The company 
said it plans to update the prescrib-
ing information for Elevidys to re-
fl ect the case.

Shares of the Cambridge, Mas-
sachusetts-based company fell 
more than 27% Tuesday to close at 
about $73 each.

Elevidys uses a disabled virus 
to insert a replacement gene for 
producing dystrophin into patient 
cells. It costs $3.2 million for a 
one-time infusion.

Sarepta has received FDA ac-
celerated approval for three other 
Duchenne’s drugs since 2016. 
None has yet been confi rmed to 
work; studies designed to secure 
full FDA approval are ongoing.

❑     ❑     ❑

Insulin: Tandem Diabetes Care, 
Inc., a leading insulin delivery and 

diabetes technology company, has 
announced the United States com-
mercial launch of Control-IQ+ 
technology, the latest generation 
of the company’s advanced hybrid 
closed-loop algorithm. Control-
IQ+, compatible with both the 
t:slim X2 insulin pump and Tan-
dem Mobi System, is now availa-
ble for people with type 1 diabetes 
ages 2 years and older and adults 
with type 2 diabetes. Pumps pre-
loaded with the updated software 
are now shipping to new custom-
ers, and all eligible, in-warranty 
Tandem customers will have ac-
cess to the new features via remote 
software update free of charge.

“These new features allow for even 
greater levels of personalization and 
fl exibility within our algorithm, while 
still receiving high marks for ease of 
use across a diverse population of us-
ers,” said John Sheridan, president 
and chief executive offi cer. “We are 
proud to offer this life-changing tech-
nology to millions more people living 
with diabetes.”

New features of the Control-IQ+ 
algorithm include:

Expanded weight (20-440 lbs.) 
and total daily insulin (5-200 units) 
parameters to accommodate a wid-
er range of insulin requirements.

Enhanced extended bolus up to 
8 hours with Control-IQ+ turned 
on, for better management for 
meals with delayed glucose rise or 
prolonged eating.

New Temp Basal Rate adjust-
ments allowed when Control-IQ+ 
is active, to address short-term 
glucose needs, such as exercise, 
stress, or illness, while Control-
IQ+ is turned on.

Control-IQ+ builds on the exist-
ing features of Tandem’s industry-
leading Control-IQ algorithm, 
which in addition to adjusting 
insulin every 5 minutes based on 
predicted glucose values, also uses 
a unique AutoBolus feature that 
calculates and delivers a correction 
bolus to help with missed meal bo-
luses. Control-IQ+ is also the only 
AID algorithm that allows users to 
program extended boluses of up to 
8 hours while automation is active 
to better manage delayed glucose 
rises or prolonged eating.

Cat deaths

Another pet
‘food’ recall
NEW YORK, March 19, (AP): A Cali-
fornia pet food maker has recalled its 
raw chicken products after they were 
linked to bird fl u infections in two cats 
and suspected in a third in New York 
City. 

The recall is the latest in recent 
months tied to products potentially 
contaminated with the virus that has 
sickened and killed cats in several 
states, after racing through poultry and 
dairy cattle in the US and causing ill-
nesses in at least 70 people. 

Savage Pet, of El Cajon, California, 
this week recalled one lot of large and 
small chicken boxes because they may 
be contaminated with Type A H5N1 
infl uenza virus. 

The boxes are cardboard and con-
tain individual plastic packages of 
products. The lot code and best-by date 
11152026 is stamped on products. The 
pet food was distributed in California, 
Colorado, New York, Pennsylvania 
and Washington state. 

New York City health offi cials this 
week urged consumers to avoid Sav-
age Pet products because of the cats’ 
illnesses. 

One cat fell ill and died this month 
after eating the Savage Pet products. 
Final test results are pending, but a 
preliminary test for H5N1 was “non-
negative,” which indicates that a cer-
tain amount of virus was detected, a 
department spokesperson said. 

❑     ❑❑     

Mpox: The cumulative number of 
laboratory-confi rmed mpox cases in 
Uganda has reached 4,342, with 31 
deaths reported since the outbreak was 
declared in the East African country 
eight months ago, the Ugandan Minis-
try of Health said Tuesday.

A total of 25 new cases were re-
corded in the past 24 hours, with the 
capital, Kampala, the epicenter of the 
virus, registering 12 cases, the minis-
try said in a national situation report 
issued here.

According to health authorities, the 
Ministry of Health, with support from 
the World Health Organization (WHO) 
and other partners, has intensifi ed pre-
ventive measures, including enhanced 
surveillance, case management, risk 
communication, community engage-
ment, and public awareness campaigns 
to curb the virus’s spread.

Here’s what you should know about the disease

Measles cases surge to 320 in US
NEW YORK, March 19, (AP): Mea-
sles outbreaks in West Texas and New 
Mexico are now up to nearly 320 cas-
es, and two unvaccinated people have 
died from measles-related causes.

Measles is caused by a highly 
contagious virus that’s airborne and 
spreads easily when an infected per-
son breathes, sneezes or coughs. It is 
preventable through vaccines, and has 
been considered eliminated from the 
US since 2000.

As of Friday, the US Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention said 
its count of confi rmed measles cases 
in the US surpassed 2024. Here’s what 
else you need to know about measles 
in the US.

Texas state health offi cials said 
Tuesday there were 20 new cases of 
measles since last week, bringing the 
total to 279 across 11 counties - most 
in West Texas. Two more people were 
hospitalized, for a total of 36. 

Announced
New Mexico health offi cials an-

nounced three new cases Tuesday, 
bringing the state’s total to 38. Most of 
the cases are in Lea County, where two 
people have been hospitalized, and the 
other cases are in Eddy County. 

Oklahoma’s state health department 
reported two probable cases of measles 
last week, saying they are “associated” 
with the West Texas and New Mexico 
outbreaks.

A school-age child died of measles 
in Texas last month, and New Mexico 
reported its fi rst measles-related death 
in an adult last week.

Measles cases have been reported in 
Alaska, California, Florida, Georgia, 
Kansas, Kentucky, Maryland, Michi-
gan, New Jersey, New York, Penn-
sylvania, Rhode Island, Vermont and 
Washington.

The US Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention defi nes an outbreak as 
three or more related cases - and there 
have been three clusters that qualifi ed 
as outbreaks in 2025. 

In the US, cases and outbreaks are 
generally traced to someone who 
caught the disease abroad. It can then 
spread, especially in communities with 
low vaccination rates. In 2019, the US 
saw 1,274 cases and almost lost its sta-
tus of having eliminated measles.

The best way to avoid measles is to 
get the measles, mumps and rubella 
(MMR) vaccine. The fi rst shot is rec-
ommended for children between 12 

and 15 months old and the second be-
tween 4 and 6 years old.

People at high risk for infection who 
got the shots many years ago may want 
to consider getting a booster if they 
live in an area with an outbreak, said 
Scott Weaver with the Global Virus 
Network, an international coalition. 
Those may include family members 
living with someone who has measles 
or those especially vulnerable to res-
piratory diseases because of underly-
ing medical conditions.

Presumptive
Adults with “presumptive evidence 

of immunity” generally don’t need 
measles shots now, the CDC said. Cri-
teria include written documentation of 
adequate vaccination earlier in life, lab 
confi rmation of past infection or being 
born before 1957, when most people 
were likely to be infected naturally.

A doctor can order a lab test called 
an MMR titer to check your levels of 
measles antibodies, but health experts 
don’t always recommend this route 
and insurance coverage can vary. 

Getting another MMR shot is harm-
less if there are concerns about waning 
immunity, the CDC says. 

People who have documentation of 
receiving a live measles vaccine in the 
1960s don’t need to be revaccinated, 
but people who were immunized be-
fore 1968 with an ineffective measles 
vaccine made from “killed” virus 

should be revaccinated with at least 
one dose, the agency said. That also in-
cludes people who don’t know which 
type they got.

Measles fi rst infects the respira-
tory tract, then spreads throughout the 
body, causing a high fever, runny nose, 
cough, red, watery eyes and a rash.

The rash generally appears three to 
fi ve days after the fi rst symptoms, begin-
ning as fl at red spots on the face and then 
spreading downward to the neck, trunk, 
arms, legs and feet. When the rash ap-
pears, the fever may spike over 104 de-
grees Fahrenheit, according to the CDC.

Most kids will recover from mea-
sles, but infection can lead to danger-
ous complications such as pneumonia, 
blindness, brain swelling and death.

There’s no specifi c treatment for 
measles, so doctors generally try to 
alleviate symptoms, prevent complica-
tions and keep patients comfortable.

In communities with high vaccina-
tion rates - above 95% - diseases like 
measles have a harder time spreading 
through communities. This is called 
“herd immunity.” 

But childhood vaccination rates 
have declined nationwide since the 
pandemic and more parents are claim-
ing religious or personal conscience 
waivers to exempt their kids from re-
quired shots.

The US saw a rise in measles cases 
in 2024, including an outbreak in Chi-
cago that sickened more than 60.

Matt Caldwell, (left), a Lubbock Fire Department offi cial, administers a mea-
sles, mumps and rubella vaccine to Clair May, 61, at the Lubbock Health 

Department, Feb. 26, 2025, in Lubbock, Texas. (AP)
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Davis perfect on six 3s

North Carolina routs San Diego State in First Four

Caicedo stars as Real Madrid
blanks Arsenal in women’s CL

Clubs not identified

FIFA report highlights the 
inequities in women’s soccer
ZURICH, March 19, (AP): Despite the 
growing attention on women’s soccer 
globally, the vast majority of players 
and teams still struggle for resources 
and investment. 

FIFA released its annual report on 
the women’s game, highlighting the in-
equities across the sport. 

Soccer’s world governing body ex-
panded the fourth edition’s scope from 
34 leagues to 86 leagues and some 669 
teams, providing a more accurate pic-
ture of the state of the game. It analyzed 
data in six areas: sporting, governance, 
financial landscape, fan engagement, 
data and digital, and player-related 
matters.

The report separated the leagues into 
three tiers, based on various criteria 
including whether the leagues had se-
nior level competitions, the number of 
players that were on a 2023 Women’s 
World Cup roster or a premier tourna-
ment like the Women’s Euros, and the 
member association’s budget for wom-
en’s soccer. 

The report found that the aver-
age gross salary across all tiers was 
$10,900, but that number was skewed 
by 16 clubs in the top tier that paid play-
ers an average of more than $50,000. 
The average salary for top-tier teams 
was $24,030 globally - less than a liv-
ing wage in many places. 

Women’s soccer is not yet profit-
able, with top-tier leagues generating 
an average of $4.4 million in revenue 
but spending an average of $7.6 mil-
lion. The lowest tier averaged $76,000 
in revenue, with $182,000 in expenses. 
FIFA did not identify the individual 
clubs within each each tier. 

Only 22% of the clubs surveyed had 
women’s coaches, the report said.

The majority of top-tier leagues had 
domestic broadcast deals (91%) com-
pared to 32% in the bottom tier. Just 
42% of the third-tier teams have a title 
sponsor, compared to 69% at the top. 

The report comes as FIFA intro-
duced two more international club tour-
naments, the 2026 Women’s Champi-
ons Cup and the 2028 Women’s Club 
World Cup. 

The organization announced earlier 
this month that 19 teams will take part 
in the first-ever Women’s Club World 
Cup in January-February 2028.

The new Women’s Champions Cup 
will include the six continental club 
champions and will be played in Janu-
ary next year.

It is hoped that the competitions spur 
more investment by keeping attention 
on the players even when it’s not a 
Women’s World Cup year. 

“This month FIFA announced the 
timelines and formats for two new, 
landmark, global FIFA women’s club 
competitions,” FIFA President Gianni 
Infantino said in a statement Monday. 
“As we embark on the development of 
these tournaments, it is equally impor-
tant that we offer insights and resourc-
es to women’s football stakeholders 
so that together we can build on the 
solid foundations already in place. 
FIFA will utilize the findings to build 
tailor-made programs that will sup-
port member associations to continue 
to professionalize women’s football - 
this is critical as we embark on a new 
era for women’s club football on the 
global stage.”

Agency blasts politicization of sport

WADA reaffirms support for 
decision on Chinese swimmers
LAUSANNE, Switzerland, March 19, 
(Xinhua): The World Anti-Doping 
Agency (WADA) reaffirmed its posi-
tion against the politicization of sport 
and took a firm stance to support the 
decision regarding the contamination 
cases involving 23 swimmers from 
China at the 19th Annual Symposium 
here on Tuesday.

In front of almost 1,000 delegates 
around the world, WADA president Wi-
told Banka said in his opening speech, 
“At all stages, WADA was confident 
that it had done the right thing. We fully 
cooperated with an investigation into 
our handling of the cases by an Indepen-
dent Prosecutor, Mr. Eric Cottier, from 
Switzerland. In the end, that review con-
clusively showed that WADA had acted 
correctly and fairly. It concluded that 
WADA showed no bias towards China; 
that its decision not to appeal the cases 
was reasonable; and that it followed 
the rules.” 23 Chinese swimmers tested 
positive for trimetazidine due to contam-
ination in early 2021, a case which had 
been thoroughly investigated and whose 
conclusion was carefully reviewed and 
accepted by WADA. The U.S. Anti-
Doping Agency (USADA) criticized 
WADA for accepting the China Anti-
Doping Agency (CHINADA)’s decision 
not to punish the athletes.

“Unfortunately, the Chinese swim-
mers case was treated as an opportunity 
by a very small number of individuals, 
particularly in the U.S., to make un-

founded allegations against WADA 
without any supporting evidence,” Ban-
ka said. “In the process they called into 
question the integrity of WADA and 
its team of around 180 dedicated staff 
members who work hard each day for 
clean sport. In truth, this criticism was 
really an extension of a wider, politically 
motivated attack against the Agency by 
those with their own motivations and 
ambitions.” WADA’s Executive Com-
mittee set up a working group to exam-
ine the observations, as well as those of 
the Anti-Doping Audit Review Commit-
tee of World Aquatics on the same topic.

“We have determined that it is use-
less to argue with people who are un-
willing to accept clear evidence, whose 
only goal is to damage WADA and who 
have no desire to find a resolution. We 
have to conclude that they can no lon-
ger be thought of as credible clean sport 
partners. Still, they believe in conspir-
acy theories. They have doubled down 
on their claim that there was a cover-up 
at the highest levels of WADA, World 
Aquatics, the IOC and the Chinese au-
thorities. And they have done so with-
out a shred of evidence because there 
is no evidence. How can we take them 
seriously?” Banka asked.

“The real damage caused by these 
attacks is on the global anti-doping sys-
tem itself, not just WADA. They harm 
all of us in this room, the entire clean 
sport community and, ultimately, they 
harm the athletes,” he added.

Lyon beats Bayern

MADRID, March 19, (AP): 
Linda Caicedo shined on a 
rainy evening in the Span-
ish capital as Real Madrid 
beat Arsenal 2-0 in the first 
leg of the women’s Cham-
pions League quarterfi-
nals.

Eight-time champion Lyon is 
eying the semifinals after a 2-0 win 
at Bayern Munich in their first-leg 
quarterfinal thanks to goals from 
Tabitha Chawinga and Melchie 
Dumornay.

Bayern goalkeeper Maria-Luisa 
Grohs saved Lindsey Heaps’ penalty 
before the break and made a host of 
other saves, too.

Caicedo, the 20-year-old Colom-
bia star, opened the scoring in Ma-
drid’s Alfredo di Stéfano Stadium 
and proved a constant source of 
torment for the Arsenal defenders. 
Substitute Athenea grabbed the sec-
ond goal late to put the Spanish side 
in a promising position to reach the 
semifi nals.

Caicedo capitalized on Arse-

nal defender Leah Williamson’s 
botched effort to cut out Signe Bru-
un’s pass when she took a couple of 
strides forward to hold off Arsenal’s 
Emily Fox and fi red the ball inside 
the left post in the 22nd minute.

Beth Mead went closest for Arse-

nal before the break.
Madrid suffered a blow in the 

63rd when Melanie Leupolz went 
off with an apparent right knee 
injury after kicking the ball. The 
16-year-old Irune Dorado went on 
in the German midfi elder’s place.

Arsenal responded with a period 
of sustained pressure, albeit with-
out reward, and Athenea scored on 
a counterattack in the 82nd. Arse-
nal goalkeeper Manuela Zinsberger 
got her hand to the ball but couldn’t 
keep Athenea’s powerful shot out.

“We knew how to endure,” Ma-
drid coach Alberto Toril said. “In the 
Champions League there are impor-
tant matches that you need to know 
how to play and that have many 
mini-matches within the games, and 
I think we did very well.”

Lyon and Arsenal will host their 
respective second-leg quarterfi nal 
matches next Wednesday.

Madrid, a powerhouse in men’s 
soccer with a record 15 European 
titles, is bidding to reach the semi-
fi nals for the fi rst time. The Spanish 
club was late to women’s soccer in 
comparison to rivals, only forming 
its women’s team after completing 
a merger and acquisition of another 
women’s soccer club in 2020.

The big clubs’ belated invest-
ments in women’s soccer have had 
an adverse effect on clubs like Swe-
den’s Umeå IK and Germany’s Tur-
bine Potsdam.

CONCACAF Nations League coaches hope their 
tourney this weekend has no political undertones
INGLEWOOD, Calif., March 19, (AP): The 
coaches of the four teams playing for the CON-
CACAF Nations League title this week think soc-
cer should remain separate from the geopolitical 
events currently roiling relations among their na-
tions.

Speaking two days before the tournament’s 
semifi nal matches at SoFi Stadium, U.S. coach 
Mauricio Pochettino and Canada counterpart Jes-
se Marsch on Tuesday downplayed the political 
impact on the latest major international sporting 
competition to be staged amid President Donald 
Trump’s rhetoric and policies, including his tariff 
war with Mexico and Canada.

“I think we can’t mix political things with 
sport,” Pochettino said. “It’s not because I don’t 
want to talk. I have my ideas. But I represent the 
federation, and I (don’t) want to talk about poli-
tics.”

The U.S. faces Panama in the fi rst Nations 
League semifi nal match on Thursday before Can-

ada takes on Mexico in the nightcap. The champi-
onship match is Sunday night.

“I’m not going to get political right now,” said 
Marsch, a Wisconsin native. “I think I’ve made 
my statements clear and known. I will say that I 
do think from watching the 4 Nations in hockey, 
you can see that the climate for sports in North 
America has been elevated for national teams. I’m 
really hopeful that this tournament can be the best 
refl ections of our societies, in that we don’t have 
to waste time booing anthems and getting caught 
up in politics, and we can just focus on the play-
ers and the teams and supporting the love of the 
game, and then whatever your nationality is, that 
you can support your team all the way.”

That political tension was a recurring theme 
last month in hockey’s 4 Nations Face-Off, where 
Montreal fans loudly booed the U.S. national an-
them. The Canadian team furiously rallied to win 
the title amid nationalist fervor from both North 
American powers.

Marsch already spoke extensively last month 
about the tensions between his home country and 
Canada.

At a news conference to promote this week’s 
games, Marsch called for the U.S. to “lay off the 
ridiculous rhetoric about Canada being a 51st 
state,” calling it “unsettling and frankly insulting.”

“As an American, I’m ashamed of the arro-
gance and disregard that we’ve shown one of our 
historically oldest, strongest and most loyal al-
lies,” Marsch added.

Marsch said last month that he expected the ge-
opolitical tensions to fuel his team with national 
pride. He didn’t go that far Tuesday, but acknowl-
edged he had exchanged thoughts with Jon Coop-
er, Canada’s coach at the 4 Nations and two-time 
Stanley Cup winner.

“I haven’t overemphasized this whole political 
scene, but what I have said is that we know that 
there’s a charged atmosphere around what these 
international games mean,” Marsch said.

DAYTON, Ohio, March 19, (AP): RJ Davis 
and his North Carolina teammates certainly 
looked as though they belonged in the NCAA 
Tournament. 

Davis scored 26 points and shot 6 of 6 from 
3-point range to help the Tar Heels silence 
some skeptics with a dominant 95-68 victory 
over San Diego State in their First Four match-
up. 

UNC was a controversial NCAA selection 
on Sunday, but the Tar Heels played like a team 
with something to prove. 

“We know we deserved to be here,” junior 
guard Seth Trimble said. 

North Carolina coach Hubert Davis said 
his players were simply focused on the task at 
hand.

“I don’t think it was a weight on us to try to 
get into the NCAA Tournament,” he said. “My 
communication with them is to focus on us. It’s 
not the noise on the outside in terms of com-
ments and critics. Focusing on our preparation, 
our practice and our play.”

Some hot shooting from long range didn’t 
hurt. 

RJ Davis’ six 3-pointers tied Caleb Love’s 
program record for an NCAA Tournament 

game. Love had six against UCLA in 2022. 
Hubert Davis went 5 for 5 from deep against 

Eastern Michigan in 1991. 
“As a head coach, I don’t know what it looks 

like to exist without him on the sideline and on 
the fl oor, and I don’t want to think about it,” 
Hubert Davis said about RJ Davis. 

The 14 made 3-pointers were the most for 
North Carolina in an NCAA Tournament game. 
UNC drained 13 against Marquette in 2022.

“I know that we hit a record number of 3s 
here, but made shots come and go,” Hubert 
Davis said. “The thing I was most proud of is 
we were getting steals and defl ections, and I 
thought our defense was real good.”

Trimble had 16 points for the Tar Heels in 
a matchup of No. 11 seeds. They advanced to 
play No. 6 seed Mississippi in a South Region 
game Friday in Milwaukee.

Nick Boyd and Wayne McKinney III each 
scored 12 for the Aztecs (21-10). 

North Carolina shot 61% in the fi rst half and 
went 7 of 9 from 3-point range. RJ Davis’ long 
3 just before the halftime buzzer gave the Tar 
Heels their largest lead to that point, 47-23. 

“I think we did a good job of sticking to our 
game plan and playing Carolina basketball,” he 

said. “We got out in transition, we shared the 
ball.”

North Carolina (23-13) seemed a long shot 
to make the tournament with a 1-12 record in 
Quadrant 1 games, but was chosen Sunday 
thanks to a strong nonconference schedule and 
other metrics. 

The Tar Heels were out to show the world 
they belonged, and San Diego State took the 
brunt of it. 

“Obviously, we wish we’d have given them 
more of a game,” Aztecs coach Brian Dutcher 
said. “We hang our hat on our defense, and we 
couldn’t get stops. We knew we had to play in 
the 70s to have a chance, and they were up in 
the 90s.”

San Diego State led the nation in fi eld goal 
percentage defense, but had no answer for the 
Tar Heels. It was the most points the Aztecs al-
lowed all season. The previous high was 80 in a 
loss to then-No. 3 Gonzaga on Nov. 18. 

North Carolina shot 52.6% from the fi eld, 
and 58.3% from 3-point range. 

“We know who we are on the offensive end,” 
Trimble said. “We know what we’re capable 
of. This doesn’t surprise me, what we did to-
night. It’s what I expect every single night.”

North Carolina forward Jae Lyn Withers rebounds during the first half of a basket-
ball game against San Diego State. (AP)

Lyon’s Vanessa Gilles, left, jumps for the ball with Bayern’s Pernille Harder and Lyon’s Wendie Renard, center, during the Women’s Champions League 
quarterfinal first leg soccer match between FC Bayern Munich and Olympique Lyonnais at the FC Bayern Campus in Munich, Germany. (AP)

Real Madrid’s Caroline Weir, centre, jumps to control the ball in front of 
Arsenal’s Kim Little, right, during the Women’s Champions League quarter-
final first leg soccer match between Real Madrid and Arsenal at the Alfredo 

di Stefano stadium in Madrid, Spain. (AP)

Chelsea’s Catarina Macario in action with Crystal Palace’s Molly-Mae 
Sharpe, left, and My Cato during the Women’s FA Cup quarterfinal soccer 
match between Chelsea and Crystal Palace at Kingsmeadow, London. (AP)
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Saudi Arabia at home to China

Japan on cusp of being first qualifier to
join co-host nations at 2026 World Cup
TOKYO, March 19, (AP): It’s a 
simple equation for Hajime Mori-
yasu and his Japan team this week: 
beat Bahrain and a 2026 World Cup 
spot is guaranteed.

Japan will become the fi rst quali-
fi er to join tournament co-hosts the 
United States, Canada and Mexico 
if it defeats Bahrain at Saitama Sta-
dium on Thursday.

After six wins and two draws in 
an undefeated run so far, the Samu-
rai Blue is heavily-favored to secure 
its eighth successive appearance 
with victory against Bahrain, a team 
it defeated 5-0 in September. An-
other win would put Japan at least 
10 points clear of the third-place 
team with just three games remain-
ing in Group C.

“Nothing is decided yet and I be-
lieve we should prioritize how we 
can play to our abilities to win the 
game right in front of us, and make 
sure of securing World Cup qualifi -
cation,” Moriyasu, who led Japan to 
the second round of the 2022 World 
Cup, said.

Moriyasu has selected a mostly 
Europe-based roster containing Liv-
erpool’s Wataru Endo and Kaoru 
Mitoma of Brighton and Hove Al-
bion, also in the English Premier 
League. Japan is coming off two 
away wins in qualifying in No-

vember, beating Indonesia 4-0 and 
China 3-1.

There’s a fi erce fi ve-way tussle 
for the second automatic spot be-
hind Japan, with Australia just a 
point ahead of the other four teams.

The Socceroos, who have ap-
peared at the last fi ve World Cups, 
host third-place Indonesia in Syd-
ney. It will be Patrick Kluivert’s 
fi rst game as head coach of Indone-
sia after replacing Shin Tae-yong in 
January.

Indonesia last qualifi ed for the 
World Cup in 1938 - competing 
then as Dutch East Indies - and is on 
a high after beating Saudi Arabia in 
its last qualifi er in November. The 
Saudis, aiming for a seventh World 
Cup appearance, will be at home 
to China, which has only qualifi ed 
once.

South Korea leads Group B with 
14 points and can take a major step 
toward an 11th successive appear-
ance with a win over Oman in Goy-

ang, just north of Seoul.
Coach Hong Myung-bo has been 

frustrated at the Achilles tendon 
injury that has made star defender 
Kim Min-jae of Bayern Munich 
unavailable, publicly criticizing the 
German club.

“Unfortunately, Bayern Munich 
did not properly protect the player 
to prevent injury,” Hong said. “So 
we’ve ended up in a situation where 
we have to play these important 
matches without a key player.”

Iraq, three points behind in sec-
ond place, takes on Kuwait and 
third-place Jordan is at home to the 
Palestinian team.

Iran will be virtually assured of 
a seventh qualifi cation if it beats 
United Arab Emirates in Tehran to 
move nine points clear of the third-
place team.

Uzbekistan is in second spot and 
hosts Kyrgyzstan, and Qatar, in 
fourth spot and six points behind the 
automatic places, takes on last-place 
North Korea.

The top two nations in each of 
the three six-team groups in the 
third round are guaranteed a spot 
at the 2026 World Cup. Third- and 
fourth-place fi nishers will advance 
to a fourth round, where direct spots 
are on offer for winners of the two 
three-team groups.

Wang Yudong (2nd left) of China attends a training session for the up-
coming 2026 FIFA World Cup Asian Qualifiers match between Saudi 

Arabia and China in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. (Xinhua)

Bielsa names six newcomers for qualifiers

Bruno rues Neymar’s absence
RIO DE JANEIRO, March 19, (Xi-
nhua): Brazil midfi elder Bruno Gui-
maraes said Tuesday that Neymar’s 
injury-enforced absence from the 
World Cup qualifi ers against Co-
lombia and Argentina would be a 
“great loss” for the fi ve-time world 
champions.

Brazil’s talisman was ruled of the 
clash against Colombia in Brasilia 
on Thursday and Argentina in Bue-
nos Aires next Tuesday after suffer-
ing a thigh injury while playing for 
Santos.

“We will miss him - not only the 
players but also the fans,” Guima-
raes told reporters. “He is a leader, 
our number 10, the best player we 
have had in the last 10 years. We 
hope he recovers soon. It is a great 
loss for us.” Neymar has been re-
placed in manager Dorival Junior’s 
23-man squad by teenage forward 
Endrick, who will vie for a place in 
Brazil’s attack alongside Real Ma-
drid teammates Vinicius Junior and 
Rodrygo.

Brazil is currently fi fth in the 10-
team South American zone qualify-
ing group with 18 points from 12 
games, seven points behind leaders 
Argentina.

Two victories could be enough to 
secure Brazil a place at next year’s 
World Cup in the United States, 
Mexico and Canada, while two de-
feats would leave its campaign on 
shaky ground.

“I think that everyone who plays 
for Brazil is used to pressure,” said 
Guimaraes, who was a part of the 
Newcastle United team that beat 
Liverpool in the League Cup fi nal on 
Sunday, ending the Tyneside club’s 
70-year major trophy drought.

“We wear the most prestigious 
shirt in football and our mentality is 
that we have to fi ght like lions every 
day. With two wins we can move 
towards qualifi cation, but two losses 
would put more pressure on us. We 
have to overcome that pressure and 
make sure that we are at our best,” 

he added.
❑     ❑     ❑

Uruguay manager Marcelo Biel-
sa named six uncapped players in 
his squad on Tuesday for the FIFA 
World Cup qualifi ers against Argen-
tina and Bolivia.

The newcomers are forward Pablo 
Suarez, midfi elder German Barbas, 
midfi elder Erico Cuello, defender 
Patricio Pacifi co, center-back Paolo 
Calione and winger Lucas Agazzi, 
all from local clubs.

As expected, Bielsa also called up 
Liverpool forward Darwin Nunez, 
Real Madrid midfi elder Federico 
Valverde, Tottenham midfi elder Ro-
drigo Bentancur and Barcelona de-
fender Ronald Araujo.

Uruguay will meet Argentina in 
Montevideo on Friday and Bolivia 
in El Alto next Tuesday.

The Celeste is currently second in 
the 10-team South American quali-
fying group with 20 points from 12 
matches, fi ve points behind leaders 
Argentina. Enditem

Brazil’s coach Dorival Junior con-
trols the ball during a national soc-
cer team training session, in Brasil-

ia, Brazil. (AP)

Hawks rout Hornets to sweep 4-game 
series as Cavs suffer 2nd straight loss

Scheierman delivers career night for Celtics in win over Nets

CHARLOTTE, N.C., 
March 19, (AP): Trae 
Young scored 31 points, 
Dyson Daniels added 22 
points, seven rebounds 
and seven assists and the 
Atlanta Hawks clobbered 
the short-handed Char-
lotte Hornets 134-102 on 
Tuesday night to sweep the 
four-game season series.

Zaccharie Risacher knocked down 
four 3s in the second half to finish 
with 21 points for the Hawks, who 
snapped a two-game skid.

DaQuan Jeffries and Seth Curry 
each had 19 points for Charlotte, 
which played without LaMelo Ball 
and Miles Bridges.

The Hawks led 70-57 at half-
time, then Risacher hit four 3s in 
the third quarter - including three 
on three consecutive possessions 
- to quickly push the lead to 26. 
Atlanta’s lead ballooned to 100-65 
late in the third quarter after Young 
hit a deep 3.

Clippers 132, Cavaliers 119
In Inglewood, Kawhi Leonard 

scored 33 points and Los Angeles 
handed East-leading Cleveland 
their second straight loss.

Ivica Zubac had 28 points and 20 
rebounds and James Harden added 
22 points and nine assists in the 
Clippers’ fourth straight victory.

Max Strus scored a season-high 
24 points for the Cavs, whose 16-

game winning streak ended Sun-
day against Orlando. Their NBA-
best road record dropped to 26-7 
after they led by 12 in a 45-point 
fi rst quarter.

Donovan Mitchell had 18 points 
and 11 assists and Evan Mobley 
scored 17 points in his return from 
a one-game absence with a foot 
contusion.

Celtics 104, Nets 96
In Boston, Baylor Scheier-

man scored 13 of his career-high 
20 points in the fourth quarter, 

Kristaps Porzingis had 25 points 
and 13 rebounds and Boston beat 
Brooklyn.

Scheierman took advantage of 
some bonus playing time as the 
Celtics rested injured stars Jayson 
Tatum and Jaylen Brown against 
the struggling Nets. Boston still 
had plenty down the stretch to hold 
off Brooklyn, which couldn’t stop 
Scheierman’s second-half surge.

After beating the buzzer at the 
end of the third with a 3-pointer 
that put Boston up 71-70, Scheier-

man hit three more from beyond 
the arc in the fourth before leaving 
to a standing ovation with about 
four minutes left. Scheierman, a 
rookie out of Creighton, had never 
scored more than 15 points before 
Tuesday. 

Derrick White scored 18 points, 
Jrue Holiday had 12 points and 
eight assists and Payton Pritchard 
added 10 points for Boston, which 
won its third straight.

D’Angelo Russell led Brooklyn 
with 18 points. Ziaire Williams 
scored 15 and Cameron Johnson 
and Trendon Watford added 11 
points apiece. 

Warriors 104, Bucks 93
In San Francisco, Jimmy Butler 

had 24 points, eight rebounds and 
10 assists and Golden State, play-
ing without Stephen Curry, beat 
Milwaukee.

Curry, who recently became 
the fi rst player in NBA history to 
make 4,000 3-pointers, was given 
the night off for a mental and emo-
tional break by Warriors coach 
Steve Kerr.

Buddy Hield had 15 points and 
six rebounds off the bench to help 
the Warriors improve to 5-1 on 
a seven-game homestand. Bran-
din Podziemski started in place of 
Curry and had 17 points and seven 
rebounds.

With 13 games remaining in the 
regular season, Golden State is 40-
39 and remains in the No. 6 slot in 
the Western Conference.

Los Angeles Clippers guard Norman Powell, right, drives past Cleveland Cavaliers forward Isaac Okoro during the first half of an NBA basketball game 
in Inglewood, Calif. (AP)

Golden State Warriors forward Jimmy Butler III, center, and Milwaukee 
Bucks center Brook Lopez, left, compete for possession of the ball during 

the second half of an NBA basketball game in San Francisco. (AP)

New Zealander makes history: New Zealander Sam Ruthe became the 
youngest athlete to run a sub-four minute mile when he broke the mark Tues-
day 24 days short of his 16th birthday.

Ruthe ran 3 minutes, 58.35 seconds in a paced mile at the Mt. Smart Sta-
dium in Auckland. New Zealand Olympian Sam Tanner and Ben Wall, who 
were his pacemakers, also went under four minutes.

Ruthe is the first 15-year-old to run under the 4-minute mark. Athletics New 
Zealand said Norway’s two-time Olympic champion Jackob Ingebrigtsen set 
the previous mark for youngest runner to go under 4 minutes for the mile when 
he ran 3:58.07 in 2017 when he 16 years, 250 days old. (AP)

❑     ❑     ❑

Pakistan’s Khushdil Shah fined: Pakistan allrounder Khushdil Shah has 
been fined 50% of his match fee and incurred three demerit points for breach-
ing the ICC code of conduct against New Zealand during the first Twenty20 
on Sunday. Khushdil ran into New Zealand bowler Zac Foulkes while taking 
a single in the eighth over. Foulkes had his back to the batter, who struck him 
with his left shoulder.

No hearing was needed because Khushdil accepted sanctions imposed 
by match referee Jeff Crowe. It was Khushdil’s only offense in the past 24 
months. Khushdil top-scored for Pakistan with 32 while New Zealand won the 
match by nine wickets. (AP)

❑     ❑     ❑

Yamal shows award ambition: FC Barcelona winger Lamine Yamal 
doesn’t hide his ambition to win the coveted Balon d’Or award for the best 
player in the world, but says his first ambition is to help his club win titles.

“The first thing is for Barca to win titles, and everything else will follow,” 
said Yamal in an interview with Spanish sports paper, Diario AS, adding the 
Balon d’Or was “something that usually comes with team titles.” He said win-
ning the “Champions League with Barca and the World Cup with Spain” were 
his “two biggest dreams.” The youngster predicted a close battle in the closing 
weeks against Real Madrid.

“It’s nearly always Barca-Madrid at the end of the day. Atletico (Madrid) 
make it difficult and I’m not giving them up as finished yet, but at the end it’s 
always (Real) Madrid and Barca who are left, and the same in the Copa del 
Rey and Champions League,” he commented.

Yamal also spoke about his special affinity for the Champions League, 
where Barcelona plays against Borussia Dortmund in the quarter-finals.

“It’s a competition that has captivated me since I heard the Champions 
League anthem on TV when I was a child. Imagine coming home late on a 
Tuesday after training with the youth team, turning on the TV with my par-
ents, and watching the European Cup. It’s something very special,” said Ya-
mal, who was reluctant to talk about negotiations over his new contract, with 
his current deal due to expire at the end of June 2026.

“I don’t think anyone is thinking about that at the moment: we’re all fo-
cused on finishing the season with titles, we are in the decisive stretch of the 
season, and that’s all I’m thinking about. I won’t talk about the (contract) 
renewal until the end of the season,” assured Yamal. (Xinhua)

Best of the Rest
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SportsScotland’s Andrew Robert-
son, centre, and teammates 
attend a training session at 
Lesser Hampden, Glasgow, 
Scotland. (AP)
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Players hold their final training session before Iraq showdown.

Gritty Kazma wins Handball Super Cup
Al-Salmiya takes third place

By Khaled Al-Enezi
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, March 19: Kazma Club secured the 
2024-2025 Handball Super Cup title after a hard-fought 
34-32 victory over Kuwait Club in an exciting final. The 
match, held in a packed arena, ended in a 25-25 draw, 
forcing the teams into two overtime periods. In the first 
overtime, Kazma led 30-25, and the match was ultimately 
decided in the second extra time.

In the third-place match, Al-Salmiya triumphed over Al-Arabi with a 
36-29 win.

Following the fi nal, the winners were crowned by Handball Federation Presi-
dent Fouad Al-Balushi, Secretary-General Qaed Al-Adwani, and Treasurer 
Khaled Talib, alongside Kazma Club Treasurer Omar Al-Mulla and Kuwait Club 
members Deen Al-Deen and Balsam Al-Ayoub. The match showcased stellar 
performances, with goalkeepers Abdulaziz Al-Dhafi ri (Kazma) and Hassan Safar 
(Kuwait Club) playing pivotal roles in pushing the game into extra time.

This marks Kazma’s second Super Cup title, following their victory in the 2022-
2023 season. Kuwait Club has won three titles: 2020-21, 2021-22, and 2023-24.

Qaed Al-Adwani, Secretary-General of the Handball Federation, praised Ka-
zma’s victory and congratulated the club’s board, players, and staff. He highlight-
ed the development of Kuwaiti handball, noting that teams like Kazma, Kuwait 
Club, Qadsia, and Al-Salmiya are all competing at a high level. “The upcoming 
matches in the Golden League will raise the standard of local championships,” 
he said.

Omar Al-Mulla, Treasurer of Kazma Club and Head of the Handball Team, 
refl ected on the challenges of the Super Cup fi nal, noting that Kuwait had led by 
a considerable margin at one point. However, Kazma’s resilience and determina-
tion proved their worth, showing they were capable of achieving the impossible. 
He attributed this success to the unwavering support of Kazma President Asaad 
Al-Banwan, a key supporter of Al-Safi r Handball. Al-Mulla also mentioned that 
players would be rewarded for their efforts.

Kazma goalkeeper Abdulaziz Al-Dhafi ri commended the strong performance 
from both teams, acknowledging the challenges faced during the match. “We con-
trolled the game, especially in the second half,” he said. “We deserved the title 
thanks to the dedication of the players, staff, and the support of the club.”

Kazma President Asaad Al-Banwan congratulated the team, highlighting their 
hard work and dedication. “This title came after great effort,” he said. “Congratu-
lations to Al-Safi r, and hard luck to Kuwait Club. We wish them the best in their 
future matches.”Kazma players celebrate after winning the Super Cup.

Al-Ittihad players dribble past Al-Qadsiya player during the match.

Al-Ittihad edges Al-Qadsiya to force decider

By Hassan Mosa
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

JEDDAH, March 19: The Saudi Al-Ittihad Jeddah basket-
ball team edged past Al-Qadsiya with a 74-71 victory in the 
second match of the West Asia Basketball League (Gulf re-
gion) semi-fi nals at Green Hall in Jeddah. With this result, 
the battle for a spot in the fi nal remains undecided, as the 
two teams will face off in a decisive third match on the 25th 
of this month at the Kuwait Basketball Association Hall in 
Sheikh Saad Al-Abdullah Complex. Al-Qadsiya had previ-
ously claimed victory in the fi rst game of the playoff series.

Meanwhile, the UAE’s Shabab Al-Ahli secured its place 
in the fi nal after defeating Bahrain’s Al-Manama 88-81. This 
marked its second consecutive win in the series, following a 
dominant 104-91 victory in the fi rst match in the UAE.

The clash between Al-Qadsiya and Al-Ittihad was a tight-
ly contested affair, with the outcome hanging in the balance 
until the fi nal seconds. Al-Qadsiya’s professional player, 
Cedric Henry, came close to forcing overtime but narrowly 
missed a three-pointer in the dying moments. The game saw 
shifts in momentum, as Al-Ittihad dominated the fi rst half 
with a 43-32 lead, while Al-Qadsiya fought back in the third 
and fourth quarters, outscoring its opponent 39-31.

For Al-Qadsiya, standout performances came from Al-
Humaidi (15 points), Cedric Henry (19 points), and David 
Elono (12 points). On the other side, Al-Ittihad’s top scorers 
were Kyron DeShields (23 points), Mohammed Al-Marwani 
(15 points), and recent addition Tevin Mack (17 points).

In other league action, a single second-division match is 
scheduled for 9:45 PM today, as Al-Qurain takes on Al-Tad-
amon at Al-Ittihad Hall.

Star praises coach Pizzi

Al-Dhafiri: Kuwait’s performance
in Gulf Cup fuels World Cup hopes
BASRA, Iraq, March 19: Kuwait’s 
Ahmed Al-Dhafiri emphasized the 
significance of the Blues’ upcoming 
matches in the Asian qualifiers for 
the 2026 World Cup against Iraq and 
Oman.

“Despite the challenges ahead, 
the team has shown remarkable 
progress, especially after reaching 
the Gulf Cup semi-finals, which has 
given us a major morale boost,” Al-
Dhafiri stated.

Reflecting on previous perfor-
mances, he said, “We played two 
outstanding matches against Jor-
dan – both in Amman and at Jaber 
International Stadium. Jordan is 
a strong team, having finished as 
runner-up in the Asian Cup. To 
compete at that level and control 
the game, particularly in the sec-
ond match, was a technical break-
through for us. It boosted the play-
ers’ confidence, and since then, 
we’ve seen clear improvement in 

our performance.”
Al-Dhafiri also praised head coach 

Juan Pizzi, highlighting his experi-
ence and impact on the team. “He 
has a distinguished track record and 
has effectively utilized the players to 
bring out their best. This has fostered 
a strong bond between the squad and 
the coach, leading to positive results. 

Our performance in the 26th Gulf 
Cup strengthened the fans’ confi-
dence in the team and enhanced the 
harmony between players and the 
coaching staff, which will be crucial 
in the qualifiers.”

Looking ahead to the Iraq match, 
he acknowledged the challenge: 
“Iraq is one of Asia’s strongest 
teams, boasting many talented play-
ers. It  also has the advantage of 
playing at home in front of its fans, 
but we are confident in our ability to 
secure a positive result.”

As for the Oman match, he noted, 
“Oman is one of the top teams in the 
Gulf region and has a solid squad. 
However, our immediate focus is on 
Iraq, where we aim to put in a strong 
performance.”

Al-Dhafiri concluded with deter-
mination: “We will fight to keep our 
qualification hopes alive. I truly be-
lieve we have what it takes to make 
our fans proud.”

 Ahmed Al-Dhafiri

Oman hosts South Korea as Jordan faces Palestine

Crunch time: Kuwait gears up for high-stakes World Cup qualifier in Basra
By Khaled Al-Enezi

Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

BASRA, Iraq, March 19: Kuwait faces a cru-
cial test in its quest to qualify for the 2026 
World Cup as it takes on Iraq this Thursday at 
9:15 pm at Basra International Stadium in the 
seventh round of Group B qualifi ers.

Elsewhere in the group, Oman will host 
South Korea at 2:00 pm, while Jordan faces 
Palestine at 9:15 pm.

Kuwait Currently, sits in fi fth place with 
4 points, in a group led by South Korea (14 
points), followed by Iraq (11 points), Jordan 
(9 points), and Oman (6 points). Palestine re-
mains at the bottom with 3 points.

Under Argentine coach Juan Pizzi, the 

Blues are still seeking their fi rst victory in 
the group after drawing four matches and 
losing two. However, the challenge will be 
tough against an Iraqi side aiming for the 
top spot. The two teams previously played 
to a draw, despite Iraq being reduced to ten 
men for more than 83 minutes after Rebin 
Solava’s red card.

Kuwait has been preparing intensively, 
holding a training camp in Dubai since March 
9, which included a 3-1 friendly win over 
China. A positive result against Iraq would 
boost the team’s chances of securing third or 
fourth place – both of which lead to the deci-
sive round of qualifi ers. It would also serve as 
a morale boost ahead of its home clash against 

Oman next Tuesday in the eighth round.
Iraq, on the other hand, looks to capitalize 

on home advantage and edge closer to securing 
one of the two automatic qualifi cation spots. 
However, the team will be without Stoke City 
forward Ali Al-Hammadi, who has been ruled 
out due to injury and will also miss the match 
against Palestine next Tuesday.

The match will be offi ciated by a Chinese 
refereeing team, led by Fu Maning as the main 
referee, with Zhou Fei and Zhang Cheng as as-
sistants. Zhang Li will serve as the fourth of-
fi cial, while Fei Ming and Jin Jing will oversee 
the VAR system.

Germany prepares for Nations League clash with Italy
BERLIN, March 19, (Xinhua): The 
German national team gathered for 
a team dinner at an Italian restaurant 
before departing for Milan on Wednes-
day, setting the stage for the fi rst leg of 
their UEFA Nations League quarterfi -
nal against Italy.

Head coach Julian Nagelsmann 
made his fi rst major squad decisions, 
naming Hoffenheim’s Oliver Baumann 
as the starting goalkeeper and selecting 
Tim Kleindienst as the primary striker. 
Kleindienst, who plays for Borussia 

Monchengladbach, has been in strong 
form this season, contributing 15 goals 
and six assists in 25 league games. 
Meanwhile, Barcelona goalkeeper 
Marc-Andre ter Stegen is expected to 
return from injury.

Inter defender Yann Aurel Bisseck 
received his fi rst national team call-up, 
but the biggest story was the return of 
Leon Goretzka, who rejoined the squad 
after an 18-month absence. Nagels-
mann spoke of his determination to re-
bound from Germany’s disappointing 

exit at Euro 2024, where a controver-
sial handball decision played a role in 
their elimination against Spain.

“My lingering anger has turned into 
unwavering determination to succeed,” 
the 37-year-old former Bayern Munich 
coach said. “If you feel the same, let’s 
aim for the Nations League title and the 
2026 World Cup.” Germany’s defensive 
lineup appears settled, with Joshua Kim-
mich, Antonio Rudiger, Jonathan Tah, 
and either Maximilian Mittelstadt or Da-
vid Raum expected to start.


