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B Ahmed Al-Jarallah

Editor-in-Chief, the Arab Times

THE primary task of any country’s leadership is to
develop strategies, and leave internal matters to the
executive authorities and local municipalities, which
are granted broad powers. In this context, the gov-
ernor acts as a local ruler within their governorate,
and serves as an appointee and representative of the

head of state.

That is why governors are carefully selected, as
they must be knowledgeable about the laws and the
administration of the governorate. The employees
surrounding the governor must also be carefully
chosen, as they collectively form the local authority
and are a miniature reflection of the government and
its governance.

In some countries, governors, deputy governors,
and mayors are elected from among the residents of
their governorates.

The main responsibility of a governor is develop-
ment and reform, and in some cases, they even over-
see education, and not just the usual services.

In some countries, governorates compete with

A governor's role extends beyond prestige to duties

each other to attract tourists and develop their infra-
structure, with budgets allocated to them along with
the fees collected from citizens within their jurisdic-
tion.

For the second or perhaps third time, we return
to the issue of governors in Kuwait and their role,
which remains somewhat ambiguous.

According to the laws and directives from the po-
litical leadership, it was anticipated that each gover-
nor would play an active role in their governorate,
especially given that they are appointed at the rank
of minister.

Article Two of the governorates law clearly de-
fines their powers, and their role in implementing
the general policy of the state and managing the

areas within their jurisdiction, much like governors
in other countries. However, in Kuwait, things have
not progressed to this point. Instead, governors
seem to rely heavily on the ministries of services.
They have transformed their offices into diwani-
yyas rather than active workshops for governance
and reform.
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KUWAIT’S DEBTORS RELIEF CAMPAIGN TO LAUNCH THIS MONTH
16 charity violations sent to prosecution

Amiri Decree names Al-Mashaan Acting Minister of Electricity

KUWAIT CITY, March 10, (KUNA): An Amiri Decree issued on Monday appointing Dr.
Noura Al-Mashaan as Acting Minister of Electricity, Water and Renewable Energy in addition
to her work as Minister of Public Works. The Prime Minister shall implement this decree, it
shall be published in the official Gazette and be effective from the date of its issuance.

Earlier, an Amiri Decree was issued accepting the resignation of the Minister of Electric-
ity, Water and Renewable Energy, Dr. Mahmoud Bushehri.

The Prime Minister shall implement this decree, it shall be published in the official Ga-
zette and be effective from the date of its issuance.

Left-right: Editor-in-Chief of Arab Times and Al-Seyassah newspapers Ahmed Al-Jarallah, Farwaniya Governor Sheikh Athbi Al-Nasser Al-Athbi Al-Sabah, and
Ambassador of the Sultanate of Oman, Dr. Saleh Al-Kharousi, during a Ramadan reception at the Omani Embassy’s diwaniya. — See Page 5

New guidelines to improve efficiency in schools

Education sector tightens attendance, verification protocols

210 kiosks removed

By Fares Al-Abdan
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, March 10: Inspection
teams from the Department of Charitable
Societies and Donor Foundations at the
Ministry of Social Affairs has referred 16
violations to the Public Prosecution and
General Department of Investigations.

According to informed sources from the Ministry of
Social Affairs, four of these violations were referred to
the General Department of Investigations, as they were
related to making street appeals to collect donations or
assistance, and over 12 individuals and entities who
posted advertisements on social media to collect dona-
tions without obtaining the necessary licenses from the
Public Prosecution.

Continued on Page 5

Kuwait issues last call

5th edition banknotes will
lose value after 18th April

KUWAIT CITY, March 10: After exactly ten years, the Cen-
tral Bank of Kuwait has announced April 18, 2025, as the
deadline for replacing the fifth edition of Kuwaiti banknotes,
reports Al-Seyassah daily.

The Central Bank urged holders of these banknotes to re-
place them ahead of the mentioned deadline by visiting the
banking hall at the Central Bank of Kuwait headquarters.

According to a statement, the replacement process requires
the banknote holder to be present in person at the banking
hall. The holder must provide their civil ID card and sign a
formal declaration.

The Central Bank of Kuwait revealed that the banking hall’s
official working hours are from 8:00 am to 2:00 pm, with ad-
justed hours during Ramadan from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm.

The bank stated that the replacement of the fifth edition
of banknotes is in accordance with Article 10 of Law No.
32/1968 regarding currency, the Central Bank of Kuwait,
and the organization of the banking profession, along with
its amendments.

Continued on Page 5

Project to boost Kuwait’s internet speed, connectivity

Municipal Council greenlights submarine cable path

By Abdulrahman Al-Shammari
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, March 10: In a bid
to enhance efficiency and discipline
in the educational sector, the educa-
tional districts have instructed the
educational affairs departments to
make technical guidance plans for

the second semester of the 2024/2025
academic year.

These plans should underscore
the need for strict adherence to at-
tendance and fingerprint verification
protocols.

Technical supervisors must ad-
here to the designated centers as
per the approved plans, and conduct

only documented and approved vis-
its.

The concerned officials will
monitor the technical supervisors’
adherence to these centers to ensure
fingerprint verification during offi-
cial visits.

Continued on Page 5

Ramadan Timings

Iftar ........... Tuesday........... 17:55
Imsak........ Wednesday .....04:42

Newswatch

DAMASCUS: Unknown armed as-
sailants launched an attack on a Gen-
eral Security Directorate building in
the Mazzeh district of Syria’s capital
Damascus on Monday, a war monitor
reported.

The assailants, who arrived in a
vehicle, threw grenades and fired
automatic weapons at the facility,
prompting an immediate response
from on-duty security personnel, said
the Syrian Observatory for Human
Rights. (Xinhua)
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ADEN: Yemeni government forces
successfully thwarted several Houthi
offensives in two provinces early
Monday, a military official said.
Government troops engaged in
fierce combat with Houthi fighters
who launched a pre-dawn assault on
military positions in the southwestern
province of Taiz, the official said on
condition of anonymity. (Xinhua)

By Inaas Awadh
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, March 10: The Mu-
nicipal Council, chaired by Abdullah
Al-Mahri, approved the Communication
and Information Technology Regulatory
Authority’s (CITRA) request to allocate a
path for the submarine cable (2 AFRICA

PEARLS) in Kuwaiti territorial waters.

The council made the decision after
the presentation of a representative of
the executive body of the Kuwait Mu-
nicipality during the council’s 14th
regular session for the third legislative
term held Monday.

The representative explained that

PACI removes 443 addresses, fines await delinquents

By Mohammed Ghanem

Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, March 10: The Public Authority for
Civil Information (PACI) has announced the deletion

acc hoosts support for women with disabilities

Day by Day

THEY say that people
only learn through suf-
fering, and they also
say that hunger is the
best chef. You can tru-
ly appreciate the qual-
ity of food when your
hunger intensifies. In
those moments, you
begin to distinguish
the flavors of one dish
over another, don’t
you?

During Ramadan,
when hunger sets in,
everything feels more
beautiful and sweet,
doesn't it?

. Yet tomorrow is
another day.

Zahed Matar

of the residential addresses of 443 individuals from
its records, either due to the owner’s approval or the
demolition of the building.

The authority stated that these individuals must
visit PACI to register their new address within 30

days, and provide the necessary supporting docu-
ments. Failure to do so will result in a penalty, as

stipulated in Article 33 of Law No. 32/1982, which

imposes a fine of up to KD 100 for each violating
individual.

KUNA photo

Kuwait Permanent Representative to the UN and International Organizations, Ambas-
sador Nasser Al-Hain speaks during the 58th session of the UN Human Rights Council.

GENEVA, March 10, (KUNA):
GCC states fully committed to
empowering women with dis-
abilities, said the Chairman of
the GCC Council of Ambassa-
dors, Ambassador Nasser Al-
Hain.

During the 58th session of
the UN Human Rights Council,
Kuwait Permanent Representa-
tive to the UN and International
Organizations, Ambassador Al-
Hain called for the intensifica-
tion of international efforts to
address the gaps that hinder the
achievement of full equality for
this important segment of soci-
ety.

Continued on Page 5

the approved coordinates for the cable
path were determined in collabora-
tion with CITRA and the Environment
Public Authority (EPA). A marine
survey was conducted in Kuwaiti ter-
ritorial waters to determine the cable’s
landing path.

Continued on Page 5
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Prayer Timings
Fajr ........ 04:45 Asr.......... 15:21
Sunrise .. 06:04 Maghrib .. 17:53
Zohr....... 11:58 Isha ........ 19:10

Local

Expected weather for next 24 hrs:

By Day: Warm and partly
cloudy with light to moderate
northwesterly wind to northerly
wind, with speeds of 12-32 km/h
with a chance for scattered light
rain.

By Night: Rather cold with light
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Sheikh Faisal Al-Hamoud and brothers receive Ramadan well-wishers

heikh Faisal Al-Hamoud Al-Malik Al-Sabah and his brothers, Sheikhs Ali, Abdullah and Malik, along with
their sons, welcomed well-wishers on the occasion of holy month of Ramadan at the diwaniya of the late Sheikh
Hamoud Al-Faisal Al-Malik Al-Sabah in Abu Halifa.
Present at the event were His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Sabah Al-Khalid Al-Sabah, His Highness

Sheikh Nasser Al-Mohammad and many other dignitaries including royal family members, current and former
ministers, officials, ambassadors, diplomats and citizens.
Attendees exchanged Ramadan greetings, praying for goodness and prosperity for Kuwait and the entire Islamic

nation.

HH the Crown Prince extends greetings

Farwaniya governor extends greetings.

Ahmed Al-Jarallah, Editor-in-Chief of Al-Seyassah and Arab Times is re-
ceived by Sheikh Faisal al-Humoud Al-Malik Al-Sababh.

Sheikh Faisal Al-Sabah and the US Ambassador to Kuwait Karan Sasa-

hara

Sheikh Faisal with ambassadors and members of royal family .

Photos by Rizk Taufiq
Sheikh Faisal Al-Malik Al-Sabah with members of the Pakistani community

‘Diwaniyas’ mainstay of
Arab culture, heritage’

Visits in Ramadan reflect solidarity: Al-Maliki

By Fares Al-Abdan
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, March 10:
Bahraini Ambassador to
Kuwait Salah Al-Maliki ex-
pressed his greetings to the
wise leadership of the King-
dom of Bahrain and the State
of Kuwait, as well as to the
people of both nations, on the
occasion of the holy month of
Ramadan.

In a press statement made during
a reception at the Diwaniya of the
Embassy of the Kingdom of Bah-
rain, Al-Maliki, who was joined
by Kuwait’s Deputy Prime Minis-
ter and Minister of Interior Sheikh
Fahad Al-Yousuf and a number
of ambassadors and diplomats,
stressed the significance of this an-
nual tradition. He stated “this cus-
tom, which we inherited from our
fathers and grandfathers in Bah-
rain and Kuwait, continues during

Ramadan reflecting our solidarity.”
He also pointed out the importance

of diwaniyas, describing them as a
core element of Bahraini and Ku-
waiti heritage. He affirmed their role
in strengthening community ties and
passing down cultural values to future
generations, contributing to cohesion
during this sacred month.

Al-Maliki remarked that the high
turnout is a testament to the importance
of the event. He said “this kind of at-
tendance shows everyone’s eagerness
to visit and sig-
nifies their soli-
darity with us.”

Meanwhile,
Governor of the
Capital  Sheikh
Abdullah Salem
Al-Ali  talked
about the signif-
icance of such
occasions indi-
cating that di-
waniyas provide
an  opportunity
for exchanging visits during the Rama-
dan season.

In a statement to the press, he shared
that the embassies of the Gulf Coop-
eration Council (GCC) countries are re-
ceiving well-wishers during this blessed
time. He expressed hope for its con-

==

Al-Maliki

tinued goodness and blessings, while
emphasizing that these visits reinforce
relations and foster cooperation. He
highlighted the value of family and so-
cial cohesion, and offering an opportu-
nity for future generations to learn about
the importance of diwaniyas.

Sheikh Khalid Al-Bader Al-Mo-
hammad added that they are honored
to accept the generous invitation from
the Bahraini ambassador, affirming
their happiness in seeing such a large
and engaged crowd on this auspicious
occasion.

On the other hand, American Am-
bassador to Kuwait Karen Sasahara
stressed the importance of March 8§,
which marks International Women’s
Day. She said this day is a joyous oc-
casion for female diplomats, as it com-
memorates the long-standing struggle
for women’s rights and equality. She
explained that her presence as an am-
bassador is the result of decades of
struggle by women for equality and the
recognition of their rights.

She also expressed admiration for
Kuwaiti women, calling them pioneers
in the region; as they have held top po-
sitions in both the public and private
sectors for many years, playing an es-
sential role in the nation’s progress.

Woman airing grievances on social media arrested

KUWAIT CITY, March 10: A wom-
an was arrested for violating State de-
cisions through her social media posts
after the revocation of her Kuwaiti
citizenship, reports Al-Jarida daily.

The arrest is part of ongoing secu-
rity efforts to track down individuals
who violate the law and harm State
institutions.

The woman, whose Kuwaiti citi-
zenship was revoked as per Article

Eight of the Nationality Law, used a
digital platform to question the rule
of law and make offensive statements
about the country’s decisions.
Following a thorough investiga-
tion by the concerned authorities, her
social media activities were closely
monitored. After completing the nec-
essary legal procedures and obtaining
the required permissions, she was ap-
prehended and referred to the Deporta-

tion and Temporary Detention Affairs
Department at the Interior Ministry in
preparation for her deportation.

The ministry stressed the security
authorities will not tolerate any attempt
to undermine the State or challenge its
sovereignty, regardless of the justifica-
tion. It also reaffirmed its commitment
to pursue those who incite instability
and take strict legal action against any-
one violating the country’s laws.

Other Voices

Khaled Al-Shaya’s fasting..

By Ahmad alsarraf

hese days mark the tenth anniversary of the

passing of our dear friend, Khaled Abdul Latif
Al-Shaya, who left us on March 19, 2015. Since
then, many of the regulars at the Bneider Chalet,
where we gathered every Thursday afternoon at Abu
Walid’s table that is filled with delicious food, have
also departed.

Abu Walid always used to say that a feast without
broth is not a feast. This is what I always ensured to
serve when he allowed me to
provide the food.

Three years before Khaled’s
passing, I wrote the following
text, which may be worth pub-
lishing again, with a few modi-
fications to stay in line with the
title of the article:

I went to America 40 years
ago to study. At the board-
ing school, they assigned our
classes and housing. We were
told that attending Sunday Mass
was mandatory. I was exempted due to my beliefs, al-
though I explained to them that I believed in the Book,
and nothing prevented me from entering the parish.
They appreciated my tolerant attitude. At that time, I
knew enough about my religion and about my ances-
tors, who never destroyed a church or killed a priest
when they conquered the Levant and Andalusia.

A few months later, Christmas and New Year’s
celebrations arrived. I was unsure of where to go
for the three weeks while the residence was closed,
and my homeland was far away. Little did I know
that the school administration had arranged for three
American families to host me. It was an incredibly
beautiful experience.

Two months later, Ramadan began. I informed
the teacher in charge at the school that I would not
be sharing meals with the others, as my religion re-
quired me to fast for an entire month. I told him I
would be satisfied with a sandwich at Suhoor (the
pre-dawn meal before fasting) and would be happy
to share my Iftar (the meal to break the fast) with
anyone who wanted to join.

The teacher took me to the chef and explained
my situation to him. Despite my objections, the chef
decided to prepare special meals for me throughout
the month. I greatly appreciated this gesture because
I understood the extra effort it required. Everyone

alsarraf

.and humanity of the West

accepted my situation, and their curiosity grew to
learn more about what I would do after fasting for a
month. I told them about our Eid customs, the fam-
ily gatherings in our large home, the elders of the
family distributing cash gifts to us, and the joyous
feelings that came from fasting and sharing the first
meal together with everyone.

On the last day of Ramadan, some of my friends
surprised me by waking me up at 4:00 am and
asking me to accompany them to the supervisor’s
house. I was taken aback, especially since the house
was completely dark.

As soon as I opened the door, to my surprise, the
lights were turned on and everyone inside shouted
in unison, “Eid Mubarak!” The surprise left me
speechless, and I am not sure what words of grati-
tude and appreciation I managed to mumble . They
had chosen a very inconvenient time for them. It
was dear and important to me, yet still inconvenient
due to the time difference with Kuwait on Eid.

Here, too, I was amazed by their sincerity and
their understanding of what Eid means to a Muslim
living away from home. I expressed my gratitude to
them for their love and how they all chose to leave
their warm beds at that early hour just to wish me
Eid Mubarak!

The supervisor then led me to the phone booth and
told me that I could make a 20-minute international
call to my family for free, with everyone contribut-
ing to cover the cost. I looked at them with deep
appreciation, and I don’t think I could even see their
faces clearly, as tears of gratitude filled my eyes. I
felt an overwhelming longing to hear the voices of
my father and brothers on that joyous occasion, fully
aware of the effort and cost involved in making such
a difficult call to Kuwait.

I recalled those moments today while reading the
newspapers. I remembered the dozens of mosques
that my country and my fellow countrymen have
built in many countries, including Lebanon and
Britain, none of which anyone has ever suggested
demolishing. T felt deeply saddened when I read
some news about a proposal from several MPs
calling for the demolition of Christian churches
in Kuwait. I wished I could contact the teachers
of that American school and my friends there, to
apologize to them for what the ignorant among us
have said about them.
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email: a.alsarraf@algabas.com.kw
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A DIGEST OF PUBLIC OPINION

Kuwaiti dialect ... mixture of
Persian, Indian and Filipino

“SOME researchers dedicate their efforts
to studying the origins of languages and
dialects, exploring which is softer, which is
more refined, how languages formed among
societies with varying conditions, lifestyles,
and environments, and eventually uniting
them through a common language or dialect.
These  researchers

have invested count-

less hours in unrav-

eling this mystery, = §
delving into origins, : :%;ﬁ
lineages, and iden- r; 3

'

tities”, journalist

Hassan Ali Karam

wrote for Al-Seyas- ﬁ
sah daily.

“God created
humans in different
groups and nations,
but these groups
needed to communi-
cate with each other through gestures, move-
ments, and perhaps even out of necessity.
However, this doesn’t mean that a person
should spend their entire life communicating
with others only through gestures.

“Therefore, the human need for lan-
guage is not a luxury but a necessity. By
nature, humans are social beings, and
relationships can only be built through
language, both spoken and written. The
clearer and more eloquent the language,
the easier it is for people to come together
and understand one another.

“Perhaps, in our present time, during
an era dominated by technology, many
languages, particularly those of underde-
veloped and impoverished countries, have
been left behind. These languages could
not keep pace with the rapid advance-
ments of the modern world, leading to
their gradual disappearance, along with
the customs and traditions they carried.

“Today, we suffer from the challenges
of a rapidly advancing civilization, one
that transitions quickly from highly cre-
ative and innovative societies to less de-
veloped ones. The success and strength of
countries do not come from stagnation or
traditional ways of thinking, but from the
ability to create something from nothing
and invent new, groundbreaking ideas.
Isn’t this the true essence of creativity, a
miracle that benefits humanity?

“From this point, it can be said that our
Kuwaiti dialect is no longer purely Kuwaiti,
nor is it based solely on classical Arabic. The
dialect children learn from their fathers and
mothers at home is no longer a simple, tradi-
tional language. Instead, it has evolved into
a mix that carries terms and expressions that
are no longer fully understood even within a
single home or family. This change is due, in
large part, to the influence of modern linguis-
tic trends introduced through technological
platforms like computers and film streaming
services.

“In a Kuwaiti home today, multiple lan-
guages and dialects coexist. Children are
exposed to speech from domestic workers,
drivers, and other household members, and
every day, they hear a mix of languages
that are neither purely Kuwaiti, Arabic, nor
foreign. These include languages such as In-
dian, Sri Lankan, Bengali, and Filipino.

“We interact with a variety of languag-
es and dialects, often not by choice, but
out of necessity. This is required to effec-
tively communicate our needs to domestic
workers, drivers, and others, as we are a
society that depends on foreign labor, both
at home and in the marketplace.

“Many researchers have focused on
the Kuwaiti dialect, concerned about the
influence of foreign dialects, languages,
and vocabulary that have been integrated
into the traditional language. Notable fig-
ures in this effort include the renowned
researcher and plastic artist Ayoub Hus-
sein Al-Ayoub (May God have mercy on
him), the encyclopedic researcher Hamad
Saeedan, Khaled Saud Al-Zaid, and many
others dedicated to preserving and study-
ing Kuwaiti heritage.

“We must admit that the Kuwaiti dia-
lect, like any dialect or language, has ab-
sorbed many influences, both Arabic and
foreign. This is not a flaw, as the Kuwaiti
dialect was originally a blend of Arabic,
Indian, Persian, and other languages. The
early Kuwaitis brought with them their
own languages, customs, and cultures,
contributing to the richness of the dialect.

“The world now almost speaks one
language, which is the language of the
computer. Those who lament the loss of
the Kuwaiti dialect are, without a doubt,
mourning a time that has passed. There is
no longer a “pure” Kuwaiti dialect, nor the
dialects of the people from Jablah, Sharq,
Mirqab, Failaka, or the Bedouins and
villagers. Today, there is one global lan-
guage, backed by a dominant civilization
that no force can resist. It is a one global
force with one language.

“We are all now part of a language that
needs redefinition, perhaps a new name, or
an encyclopedia. So what does it matter if
the people of “Al-Jablah” say “Shukr” with
a kasra on the “shin,” or if the people of the
East say “Shukr” with a fatha on the “shin”?

“If this bothers you, just look at the lan-
guage of your children from the current
and future generations, and then judge for
yourself what has become of the Kuwaiti
dialect.”

L

Hassan Ali Karam

Also:

“The book ‘Culture in Kuwait’ by Dr.
Khalifa Al-Wagqian stands as one of the
most important scholarly references, play-
ing a pivotal role in documenting the his-
tory of Kuwait in various fields, particu-
larly in its early stages,” Khaled Ahmad
Al-Tarrah wrote for Al-Seyassah daily.

“The author draws on solid sources,
employing a precise, methodical scientific
approach to his work. Al-Wagian’s work
is a significant contribution to the academ-
ic study of Kuwait’s history. However,
Dr. Abdulrahman Al-Ibrahim, who is sup-
posed to be a historian, has chosen to mis-
represent and distort the book’s content.
Rather than engaging with Al-Wagqian’s
findings in a scholarly manner, Dr. Al-
Ibrahim selectively excerpts and distorts
key information, attempting to discredit
scientifically documented facts.

“This approach undermines the integ-
rity of the book and the scientific research
behind it. Dr. Al-Ibrahim’s misinterpre-
tation of ‘Culture in Kuwait’ extends
beyond the facts, to the distortion of the
book’s conclusions.

“In his work ‘History is Not Written All
at Once’, Dr. Al-Ibrahim presents a truncated
and misleading version of Kuwait’s history.
His collection of articles veers away from
the principles of scientific research and neu-
trality, presenting an inaccurate portrayal of
the nation’s early cultural and educational
history. His argument is based on selective
citations and misrepresentations of historical
facts, particularly regarding figures like Oth-
man bin Sand and Abdul Jalil Al-Tabtabaei,
which he erroneously attributes to Basra
rather than Kuwait.

“These distortions are reflected in the
cover of some books and unsupported
claims that contribute to the misrepresen-
tation of Kuwait’s historical narrative.

“ In response, Dr. Al-Wagian provided a
measured, scientifically grounded critique
of Dr. Al-Ibrahim’s work on the ‘History
of Kuwait’ website. Al-Wagian emphasizes
the scientific accuracy of his own research,
particularly regarding Othman bin Sand’s
Kuwaiti origins, and rebuts the false attribu-
tion of Basra as his birthplace, as presented in
Al-Ibrahim’s work.

“He draws on other well-established
references to support his stance, including
that of respected Iraqi writer Dr. Imad Ab-
dul Salam Raouf, to demonstrate the flaws
in Al-Ibrahim’s claims.

“Dr. Al-Wagqian also criticizes Dr. Al-
Ibrahim’s reliance on the cover of the book
‘Sabayek Al-Asjad’, printed in India, which
misrepresents the historical facts about Oth-
man bin Sand. Dr. Al-Wagian further refutes
the inaccuracies surrounding Abdul Jalil
Al-Tabtabaei’s origins, correcting the errors
introduced by Al-Ibrahim.

“Dr. Al-Wagqian pointed out that Dr. Al-
Ibrahim intentionally overlooked a critical
two-part article he previously published,
which provided a thorough scientific cri-
tique of the ‘Rawd Al-Khal and Al-Khalil’
collection.

“Dr. Al-Wagqgian already refuted the
contents of this collection with solid
evidence and methodological precision,
which Al-Ibrahim chose to ignore in his
analysis. Although Dr. Al-Wagian ini-
tially intended for his response to be pub-
lished in a daily newspaper, he later dis-
covered an attempt to mislead and distort
his scientific critique.

“Recognizing the potential for misrep-
resentation, he decided to withdraw his
article from that newspaper and publish it
on the ‘History of Kuwait’ website, a plat-
form that values accurate documentation
and transparency.

“This situation highlights ongoing con-
cerns regarding journalistic and academic
integrity. It also reveals a broader issue
with the lack of dedicated publications in
Kuwait for cultural affairs, which often
depend on the biases of individual editors.

“Dr. Al-Wagqian’s critical reading of
Kuwaiti history was edited and truncated,
with some essential parts of his argument
omitted.

“Furthermore, there was a failure to
ensure proper review and oversight of the
publication process, with no comparison
between the final published article and the
original draft.

“Ultimately, this incident underscores
the importance of rigorous academic in-
tegrity and the need for specialized plat-
forms that uphold the standards of schol-
arly research and cultural documentation.
Dr. Al-Wagqian’s commitment to truth and
accuracy remains a strong reminder of the
value of scientific inquiry in understand-
ing and preserving Kuwait’s rich history.”
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“During the month of Ramadan, traffic
congestion in Kuwait tends to increase,
whether it is at the start or end of working
hours in both the public and private sec-
tors, when students are leaving school, or
after Isha and Taraweeh prayers. Dealing
with the traffic congestion in Kuwait is a
priority for the Ministry of Interior, led
by Sheikh Fahad Al-Yousef,” columnist
Tariq Hamada wrote for Al-Anba daily.

“From time to time, the issue of conges-
tion is raised, and recommendations are
proposed, such as creating new residential
cities with full services, building bridges
and tunnels to alleviate pressure on ma-
jor streets, expanding the deployment of
smart traffic sig-
nals, implementing
flexible  working
hours, constructing
a metro system that
serves all in reach-
ing their destina-
tions, rehabilitating
roads that experi-
ence  congestion,
improving entranc-
es to certain roads,
promoting the use
of public transpor-
tation, and encour-
aging shared transportation.

“While these solutions may be good,
what we need is a fundamental approach.
In my opinion, sustainable solutions can
be achieved by consulting foreign experts,
equipping them with the necessary tools,
and organizing round-the-clock explor-
atory aerial surveys using helicopters.
We can also benefit from artificial intel-
ligence. With the expertise of international
consultants, a comprehensive vision and
strategy will be developed to enhance the
efficiency of the road network and provide
long-term solutions that will resolve the
issue once and for all.

“The Ministry of Interior has taken a
major step toward ensuring greater disci-
pline in traffic regulations with the new
law, which will take effect on April 22.
The law imposes severe penalties, includ-
ing fines ranging from KD 150 to KD 600
for many serious violations, as well as
imprisonment for one year or more. How-
ever, while the law addresses individual
behaviors, it does not resolve the issue of
traffic congestion.

“Meanwhile, the General Department
of Public Relations and Security Media at
the Ministry of Interior is one of the most
widely followed departments by citizens
and residents alike due to its awareness
campaigns and efforts to keep the public
informed about important issues. This suc-
cess is attributed to its young and dynamic
leadership, represented by Brigadier Nass-
er Abu Slaib.

— Compiled by Mahmoud Attiyeh /
Simi K. Kutty

Hamada

Acting PM honors airport police officer

Acting Prime Minister and Minister of Interior Sheikh
Fahad Youssef Saud Al-Sabah honored Major Fawaz
Al-Ruwaili, from the salaries division of the Directo-
rate General of Airport Security, for his dedication and
distinguished efforts. The honoring signals the Interior
Ministry’s appreciation of the exemplary skills of its per-
sonnel and commitment to providing them incentive to

said in a press release on Sunday.

Shay’e. (KUNA)

continue selfless devotion to the homeland, the Ministry

The honoring ceremony was attended by acting As-
sistant Undersecretary of the Ministry for Ports’ Security
Brig. Atef Al-Habashi and acting Director General of the
Directorate General of Airport Security Brig. Badr Al-
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‘Dead person not
Kuwaiti but Arab’

KUWAIT CITY, March 10:
Minister of Foreign Affairs
Abdullah Al-Yahya says the
Kuwaiti embassy in Paris
followed up with French au-
thorities regarding the death
of a Kuwaiti citizen who was
reportedly attempting to cross
the English Channel from
northern France to England
on a boat carrying immi-
grants, reports Al-Rai daily.

He clarified that the deceased
was not Kuwaiti, but rather an
Arab man. The minister said the
embassy had immediately initi-
ated contact with the relevant
French authorities to follow up
on the incident.

Earlier, the French Press
Agency (AFP) revealed that
a Kuwaiti migrant in his 50s
tragically passed away on
Saturday while attempting
to cross the English Channel
from northern France to Eng-
land on a small boat.

According to a report pub-
lished by Al-Seyassah daily,
the man suffered a heart at-
tack while aboard the boat,
which was carrying other
migrants. After the boat re-
turned to shore, the man was
taken off but was pronounced
dead despite attempts by po-
lice and doctors to revive him.
Authorities stated that the de-
ceased was a Kuwaiti national
in his 50s, though no further
details about his identity or
the reasons behind his clan-
destine journey to the United
Kingdom have been provided.

KUNA photo
Acting Prime Minister and Minister of Interior Sheikh Fahad Yousef Saud Al-Sabah honors Maj. Fawaz Al-Ruwaili
on excellent job performance.

Sports club head wins reprieve

KD120 mn money-laundering case hearing adjourned

By Jaher Al-Hamoud
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, March 10: The
Court of Cassation for Misde-
meanor Appeals has decided to
suspend the ruling that sentences
Al-Arabi Club President Abdu-
laziz Ashour to three months in
prison for insulting a judge, until
the Court of Cassation rules next
week on the first case filed by the
same complainant. This decision
was taken after Lawyer Abdul
Mohsen Al-Qattan argued that the
case should be inadmissible due to

a previous ruling.

The Court of Cassation has also adjourned
to April 13 an appeal filed by Ashour against
the Court of Appeal’s decision to uphold the
initial ruling, which sentenced him to six
months in prison with hard labor for insult-
ing a judge of the Court of First Instance and
questioning his integrity on social media.

g o Qa

KD 120 million case ... : The Criminal
Court has adjourned to April 24 one of the
largest money laundering cases, involving KD
120 million.

A total of 27 defendants are facing charges in
the case, including 6 Kuwaiti citizens who formed
a gang. The gang is accused of laundering over
KD 120 million in a short period, illegally trans-
ferring it and investing it in local banking systems
to conceal and disguise its source.

The defendants have denied the charges, and
their lawyers have requested that their clients be
acquitted of all accusations.

g o Q

Tahtabaei hearing April 6: The Court of Cas-
sation will hear former MP Waleed Al-Tabta-
baei’s defense on April 6 regarding charges of
interfering with the powers and authorities of HH
the Amir.

The Court of Appeals had earlier sentenced Al-
Tabtabaei to two years in prison with hard labor.
This decision was appealed by Al-Tabtabaei, who
was previously sentenced by the Criminal Court
to four years in prison with hard labor.

Al-Tabtabaei, who was undergoing hospital
treatment at the time, did not appear before the
Court of Appeals.

During his appearance at the Criminal Court,
Al-Tabtabaei denied the charges; claiming that
the tweet in question was “fabricated” by his po-
litical opponents.

Expat loses savings in ‘lucrative’

KUWAIT CITY, March 10: An expatriate was
scammed when he was promised a partnership
in a well-known restaurant; only to discover
that he lost most of his savings — totaling KD
9,260, reports Al-Anba daily.

A source privy to the details of the case
revealed that an expatriate born in 1982 filed
a complaint alleging that he was defrauded
by a fellow expatriate. The victim explained
that he saw an advertisement on a sales plat-
form where a restaurant owner was seeking
a partner. Trusting the reputation of the res-
taurant, the victim contacted the advertiser
and quickly agreed to invest KD9,260 to be-

come a partner.

The agreement was formalized with a signed
partnership contract, and the victim made the
payment in two installments. The first install-
ment of KD4,760 was transferred through
bank links, and the remaining amount was paid
gradually. The victim provided evidence in the
form of bank transfer receipts to support his
claims.

However, when the victim visited the res-
taurant to check on the business’ progress
and sales, he was shocked to find out from the
employees that the person he had been deal-
ing with was not the owner, but merely an em-

partnership offer

ployee who had neither authority nor position
in the restaurant.

The case was handed over to detectives,
who summoned the accused. When ques-
tioned, the suspect admitted to receiving
only the first installment; claiming that
was dismissed from the restaurant and was
facing financial difficulties. Nevertheless,
further investigation by Hawally detectives
revealed that the accused received the full
amount of KD9,260.

Investigators also discovered that the ac-
cused used the funds to pay off personal obli-
gations and installments.

ity.

Crackdown continues

52 held, 179 cars seized,
14 juveniles under probe

KUWAIT CITY, March 10: Under the direction of Major
General Yousef Al-Khudda, the General Traffic Department
(GTD) has continued its traffic enforcement campaigns in all

governorates to instill traffic discipline.

Over the past week, the campaigns resulted in the is-
suance of 30,924 traffic violation citations, referral of 14
juveniles to the Public Prosecution for driving without a
license, impounding of 179 vehicles, and detention of 52

individuals at traffic police stations.

Also, traffic officers arrested three individuals who were
in abnormal condition, made five drug seizures and dealt
with 1,275 traffic accidents, which resulted in 243 injuries.

In a related development, Jahra traffic officers, in col-
laboration with the Security Control Department, conducted
joint traffic campaigns in Jahra Governorate aimed at arrest-
ing violators and reckless drivers to ensure road safety and

traffic discipline.

As a result of the campaign, 16 reckless drivers were
arrested and referred for precautionary detention, two ju-
veniles were referred to Juvenile Prosecution for driving
without a license, and 359 citations for various traffic

violations were issued.

Mol photo
Traffic police conducting a raid at an unidentified local-

Report street beggars: Mol

KUWAIT CITY, March 10: The Ministry of Interior has
provided three contact numbers for the public to report
individuals who engage in begging, which is a criminal
offense under the law, reports Al-Seyassah daily.

The ministry called on citizens and residents to coop-
erate with it to help reduce the phenomenon of begging.
It affirmed that reports can be made via the following
numbers: 25582581, 97288200, and 97288211, in ad-
dition to the emergency Hotline No. 112.
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Second Secretary Al-Dhubaib highlights national progress and gender equality efforts

Kuwait reaffirms commitment to protecting rights of people with disabilities

GENEVA, March 10, (KUNA):
Kuwait’s Permanent Mission to the
United Nations in Geneva reaffirmed
Kuwait’s commitment to supporting
people with disabilities, particularly
women and girls, by adopting a
comprehensive framework aimed at
ensuring justice, equality, and their
active participation in society.

This statement was delivered by
the Second Secretary at Kuwait’s
Permanent Mission to the UN in
Geneva, Nada Al-Dhubaib, during
an interactive dialogue with the UN
Special Rapporteur on the rights of
persons with disabilities as part of
the 58th session of the UN Human
Rights Council.

Al-Dhubaib emphasized Kuwait’s
leading role in advocating for the
rights of people with disabilities at
both the legislative and societal lev-
els, and reaffirmed Kuwait’s com-
mitment to the Convention on the
Rights of Persons with Disabilities
and its dedication to cooperating
with relevant international organiza-

tions.

She highlighted that Law No. 8 of
2010 regarding the rights of persons
with disabilities, represents a mile-
stone in Kuwait’s national legisla-
tion, providing guarantees and ser-
vices across education, healthcare,
employment, and social welfare sec-
tors.

She further noted that Kuwait con-
tinues to achieve tangible progress
in empowering persons with disa-
bilities through policies aligned with
international standards, and pointed
out that Kuwait’s recent reception
of the UN Special Rapporteur on
the Rights of Persons with Disabili-
ties, Hiba Hagrass, in December re-

flects the country’s commitment to
strengthening collaboration with in-
ternational organizations and entities
in this field.

Al-Dhubaib  emphasized Ku-
wait’s efforts to promote women’s
rights across various sectors, par-
ticularly the rights of women with
disabilities.

MoE to implement ‘Education Security’
program to strengthen national identity

New curriculum boosts patriotism, digital awareness

By Abdulrahman Al-Shammari
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, March
10: Minister of Education
Jalal Al-Tabtabaei has in-
structed the ministry’s un-
dersecretary to implement
the ‘Education Security’
program, developed by
the Arab Bureau of Edu-
cation for the Gulf States
as part of the plan for fis-
cal 2023/2024.

The program aims to strength-

en identity and patriotism among
primary school students.
The newspaper obtained a copy

of a letter to

Al-Tabtabaei;
& A
% |
N #1

in which Dr.
Abdulrahman
bin  Moham-
mad Al-Asimi,
Director Gen-
eral of the Bu-
reau, outlined
the program’s
objectives. The
first version of
the  program
focuses on educating public school

Al-Tabtabaei

students in various areas; includ-
ing the development of intellectual
skills, promoting sound health be-
haviors, digital security awareness
and responsible financial manage-
ment.

The program also seeks to foster the
concepts of sustainable tourism and
environmental conservation.

The initiative is part of a broader
effort to cultivate a generation that
is aware of its societal role, capable
of contributing to sustainable devel-
opment, and engaging in positive
social interactions.

Al-Asimi added that the Bureau
has created a dedicated YouTube
channel featuring educational vid-

eos that provide interactive content
suited to the target audience. This
resource is designed to offer an en-
gaging and effective educational
experience for both students and
teachers.

Al-Tabtabaei called on primary
school educators to encourage the
use of the program and its online re-
sources, which can be accessed via
the link: (https://abe.gs/Fzjw).

This initiative aims to enhance the
quality of education while reinforc-
ing the values of citizenship and na-
tional identity among young people,
in line with contemporary develop-
ments and the attainment of key edu-
cational goals.

Both countries pledge deeper collaboration

Kuwait, Bangladesh strengthen ties

KUALA LUMPUR, March 10,
(KUNA): Kuwaiti Ambassador to
Bangladesh Ali Hamadah discussed
on Sunday ways to enhance bilateral
relations in diplomacy, trade, and the
economy during his visit to Bangla-
desh’s caretaker Prime Minister,
Mohammad Yunus.

The Kuwaiti Embassy in Bang-
ladesh stated that the two sides af-
firmed their commitment to devel-
oping relations between the two
countries in several vital areas, in-
cluding investment, energy, food
security, and employment.

The statement quoted Ambassador
Hamadah as emphasizing Kuwait’s
continued support for the People’s
Republic of Bangladesh and the
caretaker government in their efforts
to achieve progress and prosperity,
as well as its support for the Bang-
ladeshi people in achieving security
and stability.

For his part, Bangladesh’s care-
taker Prime Minister Mohammad
Yunus expressed his appreciation
for the strong historical relations
between the two countries, stressing
the need to enhance cooperation in
key economic sectors.

Yunus called on Kuwaiti investors
to explore opportunities available in
special economic zones in Bangla-
desh, specifically during the Invest-

ment Summit to be held in Dhaka
from April 7 to 9, noting that the
summit would be a great opportunity
to enhance cooperation between the
two countries.

The Prime Minister of the care-
taker government of Bangladesh

Project to boost capacity

KUNA photo
Ambassador of the State of Kuwait to Bangladesh Ali Hamadah and Prime
Minister of the Interim Government of Bangladesh Mohammad Yunus.

and 2006 Nobel Peace Prize laureate
stressed the strength of the Kuwaiti-
Bangladesh partnership, adding that
it is “based on mutual respect, and
we are committed to expanding co-
operation in trade, energy, and be-
yond.”

KD 64.56bn spent in five years

Salaries & expenses continue
to dominate Kuwait’s budget

KUWAIT CITY, March 10: The item
‘salaries and similar expenses’ consist-
ently constitutes the largest expendi-
ture in the State’s general budget,
surpassing all other budgetary items,
reports Al-Jarida daily.

The abovementioned item frequent-
ly becomes a point of controversy due
to its continuous increase, which often
outpaces the growth in overall reve-
nues. This issue is compounded by the
dependency on fluctuating oil prices,
as well as global supply and demand
dynamics or geopolitical disturbances
that can drive oil prices up.

The inclusion of the phrase ‘and simi-
lar expenses’ within the budget classifi-
cation has sparked debate between the
concerned authorities, as it is catego-
rized under salaries, even though it does
not fall under the traditional definition of
‘employee compensation’.

Meanwhile, the Ministry of Finance
clarified that ‘employee compensa-

tion’ refers to the total cash and in-kind
benefits paid to employees for work
performed during the relevant period
(Chapter One). However, ‘salaries and
similar expenses’ encompasses em-
ployee compensation in various sec-
tors like ministries and government
departments (Chapter One), judicial af-
fairs (Chapter Eight), affiliated entities
(Chapter Six), independent institutions
(Chapter Six), social security contribu-
tions (Chapter Six), support for national
employment in the non-governmental
sector (Chapter Seven), and social care
under the Ministry of Social Affairs
(Council of Ministers-Chapter Seven).

According to statistics compiled
by the daily from the final accounts
for five fiscal years (2019/2020 to
2023/2024), the item ‘salaries and sim-
ilar expenses’ amounted to KD 64.56
billion over this period, accounting
for 57.16 percent of the total budget,
which was KD112.94 billion.

Drive gains support from Arab influencers

Gaza’s Al-Nasr Children’s Hospital set
for rebuild with Kuwait’s $10 min aid

GAZA, March 10, (KUNA): The Kuwait Relief Society
announced the launch of a popular donation campaign to
rebuild Al-Nasr Children’s Hospital in the Gaza Strip,
with a total cost of USD 10 million. The campaign is set
to continue until the goal is achieved, Kuwait Relief Soci-
ety Chairman Dr. Ibrahim Al-Saleh told KUNA.

The Al-Nasr Children’s Hospital campaign is a popular
initiative in terms of mobilization, collection, and imple-

mentation, but it is conducted under
the auspices of the Kuwaiti Minis-
try of Social Affairs and Labor, in
cooperation with the Palestinian
Ministry of Health and the Palestine
Tomorrow Association, and under
the supervision of the Kuwaiti Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs, he added.
He explained that the campaign
aims to provide the necessary finan-
cial resources to rebuild Al-Nasr
Children’s Hospital, which was de-
stroyed by the Zionist occupation in

November 2024, more than 65 years after its establish-
ment. The hospital had provided services to about 95,000

sick children in Gaza annually.

Al-Saleh confirmed that the new hospital will be built
on an area of 10,000 square meters, the entire built-up
area of the hospital. It is expected to provide services to
more than 165,000 children annually, while approximate-
ly 350,000 people will benefit from its various services

annually.

He added that the hospital will include several main
medical departments, including: the emergency reception

and fences.

Al-Saleh

department, outpatient clinics, dialysis center, pharmacy,
intensive care department, intermediate care department,
operations department, overnight wards, and children’s
nurseries. Additionally, there will be an administration
and support services department, as well as external areas
including yards, infrastructure, parks, support services,

He pointed out that the hospital will include 228 beds,
with an expected occupancy rate of about 60 percent of
its total capacity upon opening.

For his part, Deputy Director General of the Kuwait
Relief Society and General Supervisor of the campaign
Omar Al-Thuwaini stated in a similar statement to
KUNA that the campaign, which was launched at 4:00
pm on Sunday, will continue to collect donations until the
financial goal to rebuild the hospital is achieved.

He added that the campaign enjoys wide support from
Arab influencers and celebrities across social media plat-
forms and modern media outlets, and all available pay-
ment methods have been provided to facilitate the dona-
tion process for donors.

He stressed that the idea of the campaign came in re-
sponse to the humanitarian responsibility towards the suf-

fering of the Palestinian people, especially children in the

Gaza Strip, who suffer from a severe shortage of health
and treatment services. He emphasized the importance of
society’s role in uniting to alleviate their suffering.

The State of Kuwait is one of the largest supporters of
the Palestinian people on both humanitarian and political

levels. Kuwaiti aid doubled during the recent aggression

relief support.

on Gaza and included various forms of humanitarian and

CAPT approves 4 hids for

Regulatory draft outlines financial and technical requirements

CITRA sets new licensing fees for internet providers

Shuwaikh Water Complex

By Mohammad Ghanem
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, March 10: The Central Agency
for Public Tenders (CAPT) on Wednesday
approved four bids for the construction, comple-
tion, maintenance and development of the
Shuwaikh Water Distribution Complex, along
with the associated works; say sources from the
Ministry of Electricity, Water and Renewable
Energy.

The agency stated that the tender documents will
be forwarded to the ministry for review. The min-
istry will then evaluate the bids and present recom-
mendations within 30 days.

Sources indicated that this tender is a major proj-
ect for the ministry, as it is aimed at developing the
country’s water storage capacity by 71 million
imperial gallons and boosting the daily pumping
capacity of low-salinity water by 23 million gal-
lons.

“Following approval from CAPT, the ministry
will refer the tender to the State Audit Bureau
(SAB) for further study and approval. Once the
contract is approved, the ministry will proceed with
implementing the project. The ministry has allo-
cated an estimated budget of KD 7.1 million for the
project,” sources added.

KUWAIT CITY, March 10: The Com-
munications and Information Technol-
ogy Regulatory Authority (CITRA)
has prepared two draft regulatory de-
cisions regarding the requirements and
controls for licensing wireless Internet
service providers and Internet service
providers, reports Al-Anba daily.

According to these draft decisions,
the annual license fee for wireless In-
ternet service providers is set at KD
75,000. Applicants are required to
submit an unconditional guarantee let-
ter of the same value from the bank in
favor of CITRA, which should remain
valid throughout the license period.
Meanwhile, the annual license fee for
Internet service providers is set at KD
98,000, and applicants must provide a
guarantee letter of the same value from
the bank.

The regulations for Internet service
providers and wireless Internet service
providers include the installation and
operation of necessary devices and
programs to block access to sites that
violate religion, morals, national secu-
rity, or public order, or those specified

by CITRA or reported by the public.

Licensees are prohibited from con-
necting their private networks to any
other local or international networks
outside Kuwait’s borders to provide
wired or wireless Internet services
without prior written approval from
CITRA. Also, Internet service provid-
ers are prohibited from allowing their
subscribers to resell the service.

The draft regulatory decision regard-
ing the requirements and controls for
licensing Internet service providers
stipulates that providing Internet ser-
vice is prohibited without obtaining a
license from CITRA. Licensees, such
as wired or wireless Internet service
providers, must submit an application
to CITRA to obtain a license for their
activities, in accordance with the regu-
lations outlined in this decision.

Service providers may offer wire-
less Internet services only after obtain-
ing the necessary prior approvals and
frequency allocations from CITRA.
The license application must be sub-
mitted to CITRA, signed by the legal
representative of the applicant, using

the approved forms. The application
must include several documents, along
with a detailed study of the applicant’s
administrative, technical, and finan-
cial capabilities, which should clarify
the necessary resources to provide the
service. Additional documents or data
may also be requested by CITRA to
complete the application review pro-
cess.

According to the decision, CITRA
will issue its ruling on the application
within 60 working days after verifying
that all necessary requirements have
been met. The license will be valid for
one calendar year, starting from the
date specified in the license.

The decision specifies the financial
counterpart for the annual license fees
at a non-refundable amount of KD
98,000, payable in advance upon re-
ceiving CITRA’s approval to grant the
license. Also, the applicant is required
to submit an unconditional bank guar-
antee letter of KD 98,000 in favor of
CITRA, issued by a local bank, which
will remain valid throughout the li-
cense period.

The draft of the second resolution
on the foundations and controls for li-
censing wireless Internet service pro-
viders stipulates that mobile telecom-
munications companies must obtain a
license from CITRA before offering
wireless Internet services. Companies
are required to submit an application
to CITRA to obtain a license for pro-
viding wireless Internet services, in
accordance with the conditions and
regulations stipulated in the resolu-
tion.

The license application must be
signed by the legal representative of
the applicant and submitted on the
approved forms. It should be accom-
panied by relevant documents and a
detailed study of the applicant’s ad-
ministrative, technical, and financial
capabilities, clarifying the necessary
resources to provide the service. Ad-
ditional documents or data may be
requested by CITRA to complete the
application review process.

The decision further specifies that
CITRA will issue its decision within
60 working days.

Citizen referred to Public Prosecution for 3 crimes

KUWAIT CITY, March 10: The Drug Con-
trol General Department (DCGD) at the Inte-
rior Ministry has referred a citizen to the Pub-
lic Prosecution for his involvement in three
criminal cases, reports Al-Anba daily.

These cases include the possession of psy-
chotropic substances with intent to distribute,
resisting security officers and injuring several
of them, as well as the destruction of public

property.

A legal source confirmed that the penalty
for resisting a DCGD officer could be 15
years in prison maximum, while brandishing
a firearm at such an officer could result in a

life sentence.

The source disclosed that the defendant’s

crimes.

Meanwhile, a security source said the
DCGD received information regarding a citi-
zen involved in the distribution of Lyrica-type
narcotic pills, who had been supplying these
drugs to users in public parking lots and other
busy areas. After conducting a thorough in-
vestigation and confirming the allegations, an

crimes, which include trafficking in psycho-
tropic substances, resisting security officers,
damaging Ministry of Interior vehicles, and at-
tempting to escape from authorities, could lead
to a combined sentence of life imprisonment.
The source also pointed out the severity
and seriousness of these offenses, underscor-
ing the harsh penalties associated with such

arrest warrant was issued following a covert
operation in which an undercover agent made
arrangements to buy 50 pills from the accused
at a designated location in Jahra.

The source stated that when the accused ar-
rived and handed over the drugs to the under-
cover agent, the law enforcers executed the
warrant to arrest him. In an attempt to escape,
the accused drove at high speed, leading to a
police chase. During the pursuit, he collided
with four vehicles belonging to the DCGD,
injuring several officers. Upon his arrest, a
knife and 5,000 Lyrica pills were found in his
possession. The accused confessed to his in-
volvement in the trafficking of narcotic pills
during investigation.

PAM promotes compliance with workers’
housing requirements in latest campaign

KUWAIT CITY, March 10: The Pub-
lic Authority for Manpower (PAM) has
launched an awareness campaign on its
social media platforms about the require-
ments for workers’” housing; particularly
for those employed under government
contracts, reports Al-Anba daily.

The workers’ housing requirements
include the following:

B If a building houses more than 200
workers, a first aid room must be pro-
vided, managed by an experienced nurse.

M It is strictly prohibited to use workers’
housing for purposes other than housing.

B If food supplies are stored, they
must meet health and safety standards.

B Ensure that basic facilities are
available in sufficient quantities to
match the number of workers.

B Regular maintenance of housing
facilities must be carried out to maintain
a safe and healthy living environment.

The authority also stressed the need
for employers to transfer the salaries of
workers to their bank accounts before
the seventh day of the payment due date
in order to avoid legal consequences in
accordance with the Labor Law.
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Cultural and economic ties set to expand in 2025

Ambassador Al-Kharousi highlights strong Oman-Kuwait ties at Ramadan gathering

By Fares Al-Abdan
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, March 10: Ambassador of the Sultanate of Oman Dr.
Saleh Al-Kharousi has affirmed the commonalities that bind Oman and Ku-
wait; citing the ‘Omani Sabla’ and ‘Kuwaiti Diwaniya’ traditions, which
reflect the value of meetings and social communication, especially during
the holy month.

Speaking at a reception for well-wishers on the occasion of Ramadan at
the diwaniya of the Embassy of Oman, Al-Karousi pointed out that “the
diwaniya has become part of the diplomatic custom, as the case in Kuwait,
where it is an authentic tradition that reflects the values of brotherhood and
social communication among members of society.”

He stressed that this Ramadan diwaniya is within the framework of
receiving well-wishers on the occasion of the holy month; imploring Al-
mighty Allah to return it to the Arab and Islamic nations with goodness,
blessings and prosperity.

Talking about Ramadan customs in Oman, he revealed this holy month is
characterized by a distinctive spiritual atmosphere. “The ‘Dhikr’ councils
and social gatherings are very important; in addition to the cultural, literary
and sports events held after the Tarawih prayers, which give a special char-
acter to the Ramadan atmosphere in the Sultanate,” he explained.

Regarding the development of bilateral relations between Oman and Ku-
wait, he confirmed that 2024 was a golden year for relations between the
two countries, as it witnessed the exchange of high-level visits between
Sultan Haitham bin Tariq and His Highness the Amir Sheikh Mishal Al-

Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. He added “the year 2025 will witness many
cultural and media activities and events; coinciding with the selection of
Kuwait as the capital of Arab culture and media, the details of which will
be announced in due course.”

He said the Gulf cooperation is witnessing remarkable progress through
periodic ministerial meetings that include various sectors like finance, com-
merce and economy. “The last Gulf ministerial meeting was held in Jeddah
a few days ago and Kuwait will host the next meeting,” he disclosed.

He went on to say that “the meeting of Gulf finance ministers is sched-
uled for April, with the participation of the governors of the central banks
of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) countries. Kuwait will also host the
next ministerial meeting in June, which reflects the strength of Gulf rela-
tions and enhances the prospects for further cooperation.”
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Top & above: Photos during the Ramadan Diwaniya hosted by the Ambassador of the Sultanate of Oman Dr. Saleh Al-Kharousi.

Photos by Samer Shiger

Continued from Page 1

A governor’s

As we know, the leadership has been
clear on this matter. His Highness the
Amir, Sheikh Meshal Al-Ahmed Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah, issued direct instruc-
tions to the new governors to focus on
development and reform. However, to
this day, little has changed. Garbage
still litters some alleys and streets, and
damaged roads remain untouched, de-
spite the efforts of the Ministry of Pub-
lic Works. Also, many violations have
gone unaddressed.

On the other hand, we have not wit-
nessed any cooperation between the
governorates and the cooperative so-
cieties. The cooperative societies are
crucial in enhancing services within
their areas, as their model is built on
the principle that the consumer is the
owner. Their revenues not only go
toward distributing profits to citizens
but also aim to drive development in
collaboration with the local authority.
These services include hygiene, waste
management and others that benefit the
people of the region.

It is also the governor’s responsibil-
ity to listen to the opinions and com-
plaints of citizens and work to resolve
their issues, taking into account what is
appropriate for the social and environ-
mental context of their governorate.

According to the law, the governor is
tasked with overseeing matters related
to environmental safety, public health,
and everything that supports the state’s
goals. This includes organizing citi-
zens’ participation in solving problems
and contributing to solutions in coordi-
nation with other state institutions.

If we interpret the law literally, the
governor’s duties also involve pro-
moting and supporting religious, edu-
cational, social, sports, cultural, and
health activities, as well as guiding
them in a way that builds a sense of
responsibility. The governor should
also work to cultivate the spirit of co-
operation and national belonging, in
coordination with the relevant state
authorities.

Governors must actively develop
and enhance their roles, as they hold
ministerial authority over financial and
administrative matters related to their
governorates.

Therefore, when citizens call for the
development of the governors’ work, it
is to raise awareness about the powers
granted to them, which allow them to
fulfill their responsibilities without be-
ing hindered by the bureaucratic com-
plexities that trace back to the 1950s
and are still deeply ingrained in the
minds of many employees.

In conclusion, it is important to
strengthen and enhance the governors’
roles and activities for more effective
governance.

16 charity

Approximately 210 kiosks were
removed in all governorates. These
kiosks had been set up near mosques
and in certain areas. Also, more than

20 restaurants and companies that ad-
vertised provision of meals, and called
for donations in various ways were
referred to the Ministry of Commerce
and Industry for further action.

Some violations were recorded
against charity associations for fail-
ing to include their license numbers
while collecting donations. Appropri-
ate measures were taken in this regard.

Regarding the campaign for debtors,
the sources confirmed that it will start
in the middle of this month, adding
that the ministry has instructed charity
societies to promote the campaign.

They said the funds collected by
these societies throughout the month
will be directed towards the campaign,
which will be specifically for citizens.

5th edition

This law pertains to the with-
drawal of banknotes from circula-
tion and aligns with Resolution No.
37/405/2015, which was published in
the official gazette “Kuwait Alyoum”
on April 19, 2015, concerning the
withdrawal of all categories of Kuwaiti
banknotes from circulation.

The Central Bank explained that this
action is based on Article Three of the res-
olution, which states that, after the expiry
of the period mentioned in Article One, all
categories of the fifth issue of banknotes
will lose their legal tender status, and it
will be prohibited to deal with them. The
holders have the right to exchange them
only at the Central Bank of Kuwait within
ten years from the effective date of the
decision. After the specified date of April
18, 2025, these banknotes will no longer
be exchangeable.

GCC hoosts

He stressed that the double dis-
crimination factors and obstacles
faced by women and girls with dis-
abilities prevent them from achieving
full equality and make them among
the most vulnerable and marginalized
groups, despite the progress achieved
at the international level.

Ambassador Al-Hain stressed
the GCC state’s ongoing efforts to
develop legislative, technical and
financial means to ensure full enjoy-
ment of the rights of persons with
disabilities and harness economic,
technological and health progress to
support their better social and eco-
nomic integration.

He stated that all GCC countries
have ratified the Convention on the
Rights of Persons with Disabilities
and have developed national legisla-
tion and programs to promote their
integration, with a special focus on
women, by removing all systemic
barriers that hinder their access to
education, work, health care and so-
cial services.

Ambassador Al-Hain also touched
on the various pioneering initiatives

taken by the GCC countries to em-
power with disabilities, including
leadership-training programs and the
allocation of financial resources, in
addition to launching national and re-
gional platforms and competitions that
ensure their voices are heard and their
presence is enhanced in various fields.

Municipal Council

The representative confirmed that
the cable is made of cutting-edge mate-
rials that do not harm the environment
or marine life; and that the installation
process does not involve concrete ma-
terials, drilling or work near sensitive
areas like oil pipelines and coral reefs.

The submarine cable project aims
to connect the Gulf countries with
Europe and Africa. It is being imple-
mented in Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Oman
and Kuwait -- the last country to im-
plement the project. The project will
improve the speed and quality of Ku-
wait’s Internet networks.

The council also approved the ob-
jection of Minister of State for Mu-
nicipal Affairs Abdullatif Al-Mishari
to the decision issued by the Munici-
pality on Jan 27, 2025; approving a
citizen’s complaint regarding the in-
stallation of an electrical transformer
in front of his house in Rumaithiya,
Block One. This issue will be studied
further until the Ministry of Electric-
ity, Water and Renewable Energy
completes its study on relocating the
secondary transformer station.

The council postponed delibera-
tions on the letter of the heirs of Abdul
Hamid Ali Al-Qattan regarding nam-
ing Street Two in Surra, Block Four
after the late Abdul-Hamid Al-Qattan.

Meanwhile, council member Alia
Al Farsi questioned Director of the
Legal Department Judge Hussein Al-
Ajmi and Chairman of the council
Abdullah Al-Mehri about the minis-
ter’s objections to some of the deci-
sions of the council.

The minister justified these ob-
jections with the phrase ‘for further
study’. Al Farsi asked whether this
phrase indicated an open-ended peri-
od for the minister to explain the ob-
jections or if there is a legally defined
timeframe.

Education sector

Moreover, the educational stage
supervisors must instruct school and
kindergarten directors to permit only
employee fingerprints within the
premises; while supervisor finger-
prints must be limited to official visit
times.

These measures aim to optimize
administrative work procedures and
uphold high standards in the educa-
tional field. The educational affairs
departments stressed the importance
of complying with these directives.

Kuwait’'s Namaa Charity distributes
1,600 iftar meals daily in north Gaza

RAMALLAH, March 10, (KUNA): Kuwait’s Namaa
Charitable Society launched a project to provide 1,600
iftar meals daily to affected families in North Gaza.

Namaa Charity CEO Saad Al-Otaibi stressed the foun-
dation’s commitment to its humanitarian duty towards
the people of Gaza, as it launched iftar meals project,
adding that amidst the destruction, Namma’s project gave
hope to those who have lost everything.

He pointed out that this humanitarian initiative embod-
ies Namaa’s goal of alleviating the suffering of Palestin-
ians and standing by them in the month of mercy and
forgiveness.

Al-Otaibi stressed that the State of Kuwait, its leader-
ship and people, has always been and will always remain
at the forefront of countries supporting humanitarian ef-
forts in Palestine, under the directives of His Highness
the Amir Sheikh Meshaal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
and His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah.

For his part, Head of Wafaa Foundation for Develop-
ment and Capacity Building Marwan Hussain expressed
deep gratitude to Kuwait’s leadership and people for
their continued support and their firm stand with Pal-
estinians.

Chevron

JOINT OPERATIONS

¥ 00 amiy crEVRON INC, (SAC)  KUWAIT GULF OIL COMPANY (S \‘)

mentioned against each tender.

Joint Operations (Saudi Arabian Chevron Inc. / Kuwait Gulf Oil Company), announces the
under-mentioned Public Tenders for procurement of materials.

Kuwaiti and Saudi Merchants, registered with either Company wishing to participate in any of the
under-mentioned Tenders are invited to collect the Tender documents from Purchasing Section,
Purchasing & Logistic Division, Administration Building, Ground Floor, Joint Operations, Wafra,
during the official working hours from 11 MAR 2025 up to 27 MAR 2025 for a non-refundable fee

Tender Fees to be deposited in the National bank of Kuwait (NBK) Account No. 1001132057 Saudi
Suppliers can collect the tender documents from Saudi Arabian Chevron office i Al-Khobar
Telephone No.: (013) 8645104 - Fax No.: (013) 8985436

The closing date for the following tenders will be on Tuesday, 8 April 2025 @ 9:00 A.M.

S.NO. | TENDER NO. MATERIALS FEES (KD)
1 032743 I/O INTERFACE PANEL, YOKOGAWA 50
2 032744 I/O INTERFACE PANEL, EMERSON 35
3 032982 I/O INTERFACE PANEL, ROCKWELL 5
Notes:

(ate Passes are required for Suppliers entering JO-Wafra Administrative Offices to
collect the tender document and gate pass processing time is 48 hours. Please fil
request for gate pass along with legible copies of Authorization letter, Civil ID, Car
Registration, Supplier Registration (KGOC or SAC) to e-mail HBJH@chevron.com
and CBMS@chevron.com at least 48 hours prior to arrival.

For additional information, you may contact :

Telephone No.: 23983639 -

Ext. : 2502 - 3477




INTERNATIONAL

ARAB TIMES, TUESDAY, MARCH 11, 2025

Debris is seen after a plane crashed in a parking lot of a retirement community on March 9, in Manheim Township,
Pa. (AP)

Plane crashes near Pennsylvania airport, all 5 aboard survive

A single-engine airplane carrying five people crashed
and burst into flames Sunday in the parking lot of a
retirement community near a small airport in suburban
Pennsylvania, and everyone on board survived, offi-
cials and witnesses said.

The fiery crash happened around 3 p.m. just south
of Lancaster Airport in Manheim Township, police chief
Duane Fisher told reporters at an evening briefing. All
five victims were taken to hospitals in unknown condi-
tion. Nobody on the ground was hurt, the chief said.

Brian Pipkin was driving nearby when he noticed the
small plane climbing before it suddenly veered to the
left.

“And then it went down nose first,” he told The Asso-
ciated Press. “There was an immediate fireball.”

Pipkin called 911 and then drove to the crash site,
where he recorded video of black smoke billowing from
the plane’s mangled wreckage and multiple cars en-
gulfed in flames in a parking lot at Brethren Village. He
said the plane narrowly missed hitting a three-story
building at the sprawling retirement community about
75 miles (120 kilometers) west of Philadelphia.

A fire truck from the airport arrived within minutes,
and more first responders followed quickly.

“It was so smoky and it was so hot,” Pipkin said.
“They were really struggling to get the fire out.” (AP)

Scholars stranded in America and abroad amid
funding freeze of State Department programs

WASHINGTON, March 10, (AP):
Fulbright scholar Aubrey Lay was sup-
posed to get paid for three months of
work by the U.S. government through
his teaching assistantship at a school
for Ukrainian refugees in Estonia. In-
stead, he only got about one week’s
pay and no word on when he might see
the rest of his grant.

Lay is among scholars around the
world who depend on State Depart-
ment funding to participate in long-
established programs like Fulbright
and say their payments were abruptly
cut off after being notified that offi-
cials were reviewing their activities.
The move appears to be in line with
the White House’s initiative to sharply
slash government spending, a shake-
up that has affected scores of federal
agencies.

The government faces even more

In this March 9, 2009 file photo, The Harry S. Truman Building, headquar-
ters for the State Department, is seen in Washington. (AP)

dramatic changes in the coming weeks
and months. President Donald Trump
has directed agencies to prepare plans
for widespread layoffs, known as re-
ductions in force, that likely will re-
quire more limited operations at agen-
cies providing critical services.

The funding freeze has sparked
panic among thousands of scholars
who area stranded outside their home
countries without clarity on the future
of their programs or the money needed
to support themselves.

In February, the U.S. State Depart-
ment temporarily paused spending in
an effort to review its programs and

activities, according to NAFSA, an
association of international educators.
That included programs such as Ful-
bright, Gilman and Critical Language
international scholarships.

In the weeks since officials enacted
the pause, some scholars and advocacy
groups have said the flow of funds
dried up for people’s grants, yet there
is no communication from U.S. offi-
cials on whether that will change.

The State Department did not im-
mediately respond to an inquiry by
The Associated Press about the fund-
ing freeze.

Lay found the lack of communica-
tion from U.S. officials troublesome.
He was also left wondering about the
future of the program that his grand-
mother also participated in decades
ago. After it was established in 1946,
the program has become a flagship for
the U.S. government’s mission toward
cross-cultural engagement. Worst for
him is what it will mean for his stu-
dents, particularly if he is forced to
leave early. “I don’t want to be one
more thing that is changing and uncer-
tain in their lives,” Lay said. “I can’t
bear that thought.”

‘We're prepared to fight and we’re going to win’

Drawing huge crowds, Sanders steps into leadership of anti-Trump resistance

WARREN, Mich., March 10, (AP): Bernie Sanders is standing alone on the
back of a pickup truck shouting into a bullhorn. He’s facing several hundred
ecstatic voters huddled outside a suburban Detroit high school - the group that
did not fit inside the high school’s gym or two overflow rooms. The crowd
screams in delight when he tells them that a combined total of 9,000 people had
shown up for the rally.

“What all of this tells me, is not just in Michigan or in Vermont, the people
of this country will not allow us to move toward oligarchy. They will not allow
Trump to take us into authoritarianism,” Sanders yelled. “We’re prepared to
fight. And we’re going to win.”

At 83 years old, Sanders is not running for president again. But the stooped
and silver-haired democratic socialist has emerged as a leader of the resistance
to Donald Trump’s second presidency. In tearing into Trump’s seizure of power
and warning about the consequences of firing tens of thousands of government
workers, Sanders is bucking the wishes of those who want Democrats to focus
on the price of eggs or “roll over and play dead.”

For now, at least, Sanders stands alone as the only elected progressive will-
ing to mount a national campaign to harness the fear and anger of the sprawling
anti-Trump movement. He drew a crowd of 4,000 in Kenosha, Wisconsin, on
Friday night. He faced another 2,600 or so the next morning a few hours away
in Altoona, Wisconsin, a town of less than 10,000 residents. And his crowd of
9,000 in suburban Detroit exceeded his own team’s expectations. By design,
each stop was in a swing U.S. House district represented by a Republican.

Sanders, who was just elected to his fourth Senate term from Vermont, con-
ceded that this is not the role he expected to play at this stage of his career.

In fact, his team intentionally waited in the early weeks of the Trump presi-
dency to launch what they are now calling his “stop oligarchy tour” to see if
a high-profile Democrat would fill the leadership void. Instead, Sanders - who
is not a Democrat himself despite allying with Senate Democrats and running
twice for the party’s presidential nomination - has people wondering if he’s

-

US Sen Bernie Sanders, speaks during a ‘Fighting Oligarchy: Where
We Go From Here’ event on March 8 at Lincoln High School in Warren,
Michigan. (AP)

considering another White House bid. “This is like presidential campaign ral-
lies, isn’t it? But I'm not running for president, and this is not a campaign,”
Sanders told The Associated Press. “You gotta do what you gotta do. The coun-
try’s in trouble and I want to play my role.”

Since losing the White House, Democrats across Washington have struggled
to coalesce behind a consistent message or messenger to stop Trump’s aggres-
sive moves to slash the government workforce, weaken federal oversight and

empower tech titan Elon Musk to execute his vision.

There has been no centralized movement to organize the anti-Trump resist-
ance.

“You look around - who else is doing it? No one,” Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-
Cortez, D-N.Y., said of Sanders’ efforts. “My hope is that the dam will break
in terms of Democrats going on the offense ... We need to take the argument
directly to the people.”

Ocasio-Cortez, a longtime Sanders ally, said she would join him on the road
in the coming weeks. She’s also planning solo appearances in Republican-held
congressional districts in Pennsylvania and New York - and perhaps others in
places where Republicans have declined to hold in-person town halls where
they might face protests. “It’s not about whether Bernie should or shouldn’t
be doing this. It’s about that we all should,” she said. “But he is unique in this
country, and so long as we are blessed to have that capacity on our side, I think
we should be thankful for it.”

Beyond Sanders’ tour, angry voters have so far relied on grassroots groups
like Indivisible to organize a series of local protests. They have been effective
in pressuring Trump’s allies in some cases. A number of House Republicans
facing angry questions have criticized Musk or questioned the cuts being car-
ried out at his allies’ behest.

Indivisible co-founder Ezra Levin, who has been critical of many Demo-
cratic leaders, praised Sanders for stepping up.

“I wish more Democrats were traveling the country, including to red states,
to rally the the majority against Musk and Project 2025,” Levin said. “Sure as
hell beats (House Democratic leader Hakeem) Jeffries traveling the country for
his children’s book tour during a constitutional crisis.”

During last month’s congressional recess, Jeffries made two appearances to
promote a children’s book about democracy. He has also traveled to support
House Democrats. This past weekend, he was in Selma, Alabama, to mark the
60th anniversary of Bloody Sunday.

Russia expels two British diplomats from
embassy in Moscow over espionage claims

MOSCOW, March 10, (AP): Russia
said on Monday it was expelling two
British diplomats based at the embassy
in Moscow over spying allegations
that the UK called “malicious and
baseless.”

Russia’s Federal Security Service,
or FSB, said in a statement quoted by
the state news agency RIA Novosti
that the two diplomats had provided
false personal data while seeking per-
mission to enter the country and had
engaged in alleged intelligence and
subversive activities that threatened
Russia’s security. It didn’t offer any
evidence.

According to the RIA Novosti report,
a decision has been made to revoke the
diplomats’ accreditations and they have
been ordered to leave Russia within two
weeks. The Russian Foreign Ministry

In this photo taken from a video released by Russian Foreign Ministry press
service on March 10, a representative of the British embassy exit the main
building of Russian Foreign Ministry in Moscow, Russia, after a decision
to revoke accreditations of two British diplomats who had provided false
personal information while seeking permission to enter Russia. (AP)

Ex-central banker to replace Trudeau as Canada
prime minister after winning Liberal Party vote

TORONTO, March 10, (AP): For-
mer central banker Mark Carney will
become Canada’s next prime minis-
ter after the governing Liberal Party
elected him its leader Sunday as the
country deals with U.S. President Don-
ald Trump’s trade war and annexation
threat, and a federal election looms.

Carney, 59, replaces Prime Min-
ister Justin Trudeau, who announced
his resignation in January but remains
prime minister until his successor is
sworn in in the coming days. Carney
won in a landslide, winning 85.9% of
the vote.

“There is someone who is trying to
weaken our economy,” Carney said.
“Donald Trump, as we know, has put
unjustified tariffs on what we build, on
what we sell and how we make a liv-
ing. He’s attacking Canadian families,
workers and businesses and we cannot

Mark Carney, Leader of the Liberal Party of Canada, speaks after being
announced the winner at the Liberal Leadership Event in Ottawa, Ontario
on March 9. (AP)

said in a separate statement that it sum-
moned a British embassy official. “Mos-
cow will not tolerate the activities of un-
declared British intelligence officers on
Russian territory,” it said.

The Foreign Office in London said
in a statement: “This is not the first
time that Russia has made malicious
and baseless accusations against our

staff.” It did not say whether the U.K.
planned any retaliatory moves. The
FSB last year accused seven British
diplomats of spying.
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Chaos in Bucharest after Georgescu barred from presidential redo

Chaos broke out in Romania’s capital Sunday evening
as incensed supporters of the far-right populist Calin
Georgescu protested the electoral body’s decision to
reject his candidacy in a presidential election redo. He
won the first round of last year’s race before a top court
annulled the election.

The 62-year-old Georgescu filed his candidacy on Fri-
day in the capital, Bucharest. The Central Election Bu-
reau, also known by its Romanian acronym BEC, had 48
hours to register or reject it. In its decision, the BEC cited
the country’s Constitutional Court ruling last year to can-
cel the election, arguing it was ordered due to “the candi-

date’s failure to comply with electoral regulations.”

“It would be unacceptable for the restarted election
process to consider the same individual as eligible for
the presidency,” BEC said. The decision can be ap-
pealed before the Constitutional Court within 24 hours.

Hundreds of protesters gathered outside BEC’s
headquarters to express anger over its decision, with
many waving Romanian flags and chanting: “The last
resort is another revolution!” Some protesters threw
broken paving stones and other objects at the scores
of riot police dispatched to the area, overturned a news
vehicle and set a bush ablaze. (AP)

let him succeed and we won’t.”

Carney said Canada will keep retali-
atory tariffs in place until “the Ameri-
cans show us respect.”

“We didn’t ask for this fight. But
Canadians are always ready when
someone else drops the gloves,” Car-
ney said. “The Americans, they shou-
lartyd make no mistake, in trade, as in
hockey, Canada will win.”

Carney navigated crises when he
was the head of the Bank of Canada
and when in 2013 he became the first
noncitizen to run the Bank of England
since it was founded in 1694. His ap-
pointment won bipartisan praise in the
U K. after Canada recovered from the
2008 financial crisis faster than many
other countries. The opposition Con-
servatives hoped to make the election
about Trudeau, whose popularity de-

clined as food and housing prices rose
and immigration surged.

Trump’s trade war and his talk of
making Canada the 51st U.S. state
have infuriated Canadians, who are
booing the American anthem at NHL
and NBA games. Some are canceling
trips south of the border, and many
are avoiding buying American goods
when they can.

The surge in Canadian national-
ism has bolstered the Liberal Party’s
chances in a parliamentary election
expected within days or weeks, and
Liberal showings have been improving
steadily in opinion polls.

“The Americans want our resources,
our water, our land, our country. Think
about it. If they succeed they would
destroy our way of life,” Carney said.

“In America health care is big busi-
ness. In Canada it is a right.”

Carney said America is “a melt-
ing pot. Canada is mosaic,” he said.
“America is not Canada. And Canada
will never, ever will be a part of Amer-
ica in any way, shape or form.”

After decades of bilateral stabil-
ity, the vote on Canada’s next leader
now is expected to focus on who is
best equipped to deal with the United
States.

“These are dark days, dark days
brought on by a country we can no
longer trust,” Carney said. “We are
getting over the shock but let us never
forget the lessons. We have to look af-
ter ourselves and we have to look out
for each other. We need to pull together
in the tough days ahead.”

Rubio to visit Saudi
for talks on Ukraine

WASHINGTON, March 10, (KUNA): US State
Department said Sunday that Secretary of State
Marco Rubio will travel to Jeddah, Saudi Arabia
for talks with Ukrainian counterparts to advance
the President’s goal to end the Russia-Ukraine

war.

US State Department Spokesperson Tammy
Bruce said “Secretary of State Marco Rubio will
travel to Jeddah, Saudi Arabia March 10-12 for
talks with Ukrainian counterparts to advance the
President’s goal to end the Russia-Ukraine war.”

“While in Jeddah, he will also meet with Saudi
Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman Al Saud
to discuss ways to advance shared interests in the
region and strengthen the US-Saudi relationship,”
Bruce said. “Secretary Rubio will also travel to
Charlevoix, Canada from March 12-14 to meet
with counterparts at the G7 Foreign Ministers’
meeting, to advance President Trump’s America
First foreign policy agenda,” Bruce added.

A
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US Secretary of State Marco Rubio, (center), boards a military
airplane prior to departure from Homestead Air Reserve Base in
Homestead, Florida on March 9. (AP)
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Members of the 14th National Committee of the Chinese People’s Political

Consultative Conference (CPPCC) attend a group interview ahead of the

closing meeting of the third session of the 14th CPPCC National Commit-

tee at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing, capital of China on March 10.
(Xinhua)

China’s political meetings feature
minority delegates in tribal finery

BEIJING, March 10, (AP): Every year
in early March, China’s rubber-stamp
legislature and its advisory body gath-
er to hear speeches and hold discus-
sions in the capital, Beijing.

In contrast to the long and monoto-
nous sessions, a bustling scene unfolds
outside the Great Hall of the People in
the heart of Beijing, where ethnic mi-
nority delegations from far-flung prov-
inces pose for photographs donning

their finest traditional costumes.
Jangly silver headdresses and elabo-
rate embroidery work, felt hats and
long, layered skirts in a kaleidoscope
of colors draw attention in stark con-
trast to the drab business suits, rou-
tinely dark grey with conservative ties
or bows. It’s a visual display of one of
the purported ruling concepts of the
Chinese Communist Party, that all 56
ethnic groups in the nation are equal.

North Korea fires several bhallistic missiles into sea

SEOUL, South Korea, March 10,
(AP): North Korea fired several bal-
listic missiles into the sea Monday,
South Korea’s military said, hours
after South Korean and US troops
kicked off their large annual com-
bined drills, which the North views
as an invasion rehearsal.

South Korea’s Joint Chiefs of
Staff said the missile firings, North
Korea’s fifth missile launch event
this year, were detected from the
North’s southwestern Hwanghae
province. It called the weapons
close-range but didn’t say how far
they flew. The military said South
Korea bolstered its surveillance pos-
ture and is closely coordinating with
the United States.

Earlier Monday, the South Korean
and US militaries began their annual
Freedom Shield command post exer-
cise, their first major combined train-
ing of President Donald Trump’s
second term. The allies have already
been engaging in diverse field train-
ing exercises in connection with the
Freedom Shield training.

The modified Freedom Shield
exercise, which combines computer
simulations and field training and

US and South Korea begin military drills

A TV screen shows a report of North Korea’s missiles launch with file
footage during a news program at the Seoul Railway Station in Seoul,
South Korea on March 10. (AP)

runs through March 20, still drew
the condemnation of nuclear-armed
North Korea, which issued a gov-
ernment statement calling the drill a
“dangerous provocative act” that in-
creases the risks of military conflict.

About 30 people were injured,
two of them seriously, when two
South Korean KF-16 fighter jets

mistakenly fired eight MK-82 bombs
on a civilian area in Pocheon, a town
near the North Korean border. The
bombing occurred while South Ko-
rean and US forces were engaging
in a live-fire drill ahead of the larger
Freedom Shield exercise.

North Korea’s Foreign Ministry
warned Monday the latest training

risks triggering “physical conflict”
on the Korean Peninsula. It called
the drills an “aggressive and con-
frontational war rehearsal” and reit-
erated leader Kim Jong Un’s stated
goals for a “radical growth” of his
nuclear force to counter what he
claims as growing threats posed by
the US and its Asian allies.

This year’s training came after
the South Korean and US militaries
paused live-fire training while Seoul
investigates how its fighter jets mis-
takenly bombed a civilian area dur-
ing a warm-up drill last week.

About 30 people were injured, two
of them seriously, when two South
Korean KF-16 fighter jets mistak-
enly fired eight MK-82 bombs on a
civilian area in Pocheon, a town near
the North Korean border, on Thurs-
day. The bombing occurred while
South Korean and US forces were
engaging in a live-fire drill ahead of
the Freedom Shield exercise.

The initial assessment from the
South Korean air force was that
one of the KF-16 pilots entered the
wrong coordinates and failed to
visually verify the target before pro-
ceeding with the bombing.

Floodwaters still threaten parts of Australia’s

east coast as tropical storm cleanup begins

WELLINGTON, New Zealand, March
10, (AP): Australia’s prime minister
cautioned that the fallout from a vi-
cious tropical storm over the weekend
was “far from over” as parts of two
states remained inundated with peril-
ous floodwaters on Monday, even as
the initial threat from the deluge con-
tinued to recede.

One person was killed and several
others injured after heavy rain lashed
Australia’s east coast on Saturday, top-
pling trees and power lines and inun-
dating some parts of Queensland and
New South Wales with record down-
pours. The two states escaped the level
of chaos forecast from the tropical
low weather system, which was ear-
lier expected to make landfall as the
first tropical cyclone to hit south east
Queensland in 51 years - before weak-
ening as it approached.

Still, 200,000 homes and businesses
were without power in the region on
Monday afternoon - after the storm
prompted the biggest blackout in
Queensland’s history - and more than
700 schools were closed for the day.

Those living near rivers and creeks
were urged to evacuate or stay indoors
as water levels continued to rise in
some areas - with more rain forecast
triggering further warnings during the
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Australian Prime Minister Anthony Albanese, centre, arrives at a State

Emergency Service centre in Lismore, Australia on March 10. (AP)

day. Disaster was declared for the city
of Ipswich, west of Brisbane, where a
river was expected to flood overnight.
People in surrounding suburbs were
ordered to leave their homes.
Meanwhile, in other towns where
floodwaters began to recede a cleanup
began as power was restored for tens
of thousands of people. The scale of
the damage was not immediately clear.
Workers whose livelihoods were
hampered by the storm will be eligi-

ble for welfare payments for up to 13
weeks beginning Tuesday, Prime Min-
ister Anthony Albanese told reporters
on Monday.

In the city of Lismore in New South
Wales, two military trucks helping with
the rescue efforts on Saturday rolled
over, injuring 13 of the 36 personnel
travelling in them. One remained in
hospital on Monday with injuries that
were not life-threatening, Australia’s
Defense Minister Richard Marles said.

Vietnam Defense Minister Phan Van Giang, (right), and Indonesian Defense Minister Sjafrie Sjamsoeddin inspect
honor guards during a welcoming ceremony prior to their meeting in Jakarta, Indonesia on March 10. (AP)

Vietnam’s top leader begins state visit to Indonesia

General Secretary of the Communist Party of Viet-
nam Central Committee To Lam arrived in Indonesia
on Sunday to begin a three-day state visit aimed at
strengthening bilateral relations.

The visit, which will last from Sunday to Tuesday,
was made at the invitation of indonesian President
Prabowo Subianto and coincides with the 70th an-
niversary of diplomatic relations between indonesia
and Vietnam.

To Lam landed at Halim Perdanakusuma Airport in

Jakarta at approximately 1:15 p.m., where he was wel-
comed by indonesia’s Minister of Marine Affairs and
Fisheries Sakti Wahyu Trenggono and Jakarta Gover-
nor Pramono Anung.

Meanwhile, a train collided with a cargo truck in
Kediri city, East Java Province in Indonesia on Monday,
resulting in one fatality and several injuries.

The accident occurred at 10:55 a.m. local time at a
level crossing, causing several carriages to derail and
bringing the train to a halt. (Xinhua)
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Policemen chase exiled Tibetans during a protest outside the Chinese embassy to mark the 1959 uprising in Tibet
against the Chinese rule, in New Delhi, India on March 10. (AP)

Tibetans scuffle with police outside Chinese Embassy in India

Thousands in Nepal want monarchy back
as public frustration with politics grows

KATHMANDU, Nepal, March 10,
(AP): Thousands of supporters greeted
Nepal’s former king in capital Kath-
mandu on Sunday and demanded his
abolished monarchy be reinstated and
Hinduism brought back as a state re-
ligion.

An estimated 10,000 supporters of
Gyanendra Shah blocked the main en-
trance to Kathmandu’s Tribhuvan In-
ternational Airport as he arrived from
a tour of western Nepal.

“Vacate the royal palace for the
king. Come back king, save the coun-
try. Long live our beloved king. We
want monarchy,” the crowds chanted.
Passengers were forced to walk to and
from the airport.

Hundreds of riot police blocked the

protesters from entering the airport and
there was no violence.
Massive street protests in 2006

Supporters gather to welcome Nepal’s former King Gyanendra Shah upon
his arrival at Tribhuvan International Airport in Kathmandu, Nepal on March

9. (AP)

Dozens of Tibetan protesters clashed with police out-
side the Chinese Embassy in New Delhi on Monday as
Tibetans living in exile marked the 66th anniversary of
their uprising against China that was crushed by Chi-
nese forces.

As in past years, police blocked the protesters from
entering the embassy and briefly detained some of
them after wrestling them to the ground.

Hundreds also marched in the north Indian town of
Dharamsala, the seat of the exiled Tibetan government
and home of Dalai Lama, their 89-year-old spiritual
leader. Separately, about a hundred Tibetan women
gathered at Jantar Mantar in New Delhi, an area desig-
nated for protests close to Parliament. bThe protesters
shouted anti-China slogans, carried Tibetan flags and
played the national anthems of Tibet and India. (AP)

Islamic State-linked rebels Kill at
least 9 villagers in eastern Congo

GOMA, Congo, March 10, (AP): Islamic State-linked rebels attacked a village in
conflict-battered eastern Congo killing at least nine villagers, a local official and

residents said Sunday.

The Saturday attack in the village of Ngohi Vuyinga in North Kivu province’s
Lubero territory also displaced dozens and several houses burned down, according

to Samuel Kagheni, a local civil society leader.

Rebels with the Allied Democratic Forces, an IS affiliate in the region, attacked
the villagers with guns and machetes while they were at their farms, Kagheni said.
“Yesterday’s toll could rise because there were even some missing people,” he

said.

Eastern Congo has been battered by decades of violence, with more than 100
armed groups vying for control of the region’s rich minerals. Among them are
Rwanda-backed rebels who recently captured two major cities in another part of
the region. The violence has resulted in about 7 million people being displaced,

making it the world’s largest humanitarian crisis.

Subcontinent

3 terrorists killed: Pakistani
security personnel killed three
terrorists in an intelligence-based
operation in Tank district of the
country’s northwest Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa province on Saturday,
said the military.

Pakistani President Asif Ali
Zardari and
Prime Min-

ister  Sheh-
baz  Sharif
appreciated

the security
forces  for
their success-
ful operation
in  separate
statements,
saying
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that  efforts
against  ter-
rorism would continue until the
menace is completely wiped out
from the country. (Xinhua)
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21 prisoners set free: A total
of 21 Afghan inmates imprisoned
in Pakistan have been set free and
returned to their homeland Afghan-
istan, the Ministry of Refugees and
Repatriation reported Monday.
According to the ministry’s
statement, 21 detainees were im-
prisoned in Pakistan for two to 25

Zardari

arrive in Goma, Congo on Feb 23. (AP)

Former members of the Armed Forces of the Democratic Republic of Con-
go (FARDC) and police officers who allegedly surrendered to M23 rebels

months. After being released, they
returned to Afghanistan on Sunday.
(Xinhua)

forced Gyanendra to give up his au-
thoritarian rule, and two years later the
parliament voted to abolish the monar-
chy as Gyanendra left the Royal Palace
to live the life of a commoner.

But many Nepalis have grown frus-
trated with the republic, saying it has
failed to bring about political stability
and blaming it for a struggling econ-
omy and widespread corruption. Ne-
pal has had 13 governments since the
monarchy was abolished in 2008.

Rally participants said they were
hoping for a change in the political

system to stop the country from further
deteriorating.

“We are here to give the king our
full support and to rally behind him all
the way to reinstating him in the royal
throne,” said Thir Bahadur Bhandari,
72.

Among the thousands was 50-year-
old carpenter Kulraj Shrestha, who had
taken part in the 2006 protests against
the king but has changed his mind and
now supports the monarchy.

“The worst thing that is happening

to the country is massive corruption
and all politicians in power are not do-
ing anything for the country,” Shrestha
said. “I was in the protests that took
away monarchy hoping it would help
the country, but I was mistaken and the
nation has further plunged so I have
changed my mind.”

Gyanendra has not commented on
the calls for the return of monarchy.
Despite growing support for the for-
mer king, Gyanendra has slim chances
of immediately returning to power.

US orders non-emergency govt staff to leave
South Sudan as tension grows over fighting

NAIROBI, Kenya, March 10, (Agencies): The US State
Department on Sunday ordered non-emergency government
personnel to leave South Sudan’s capital as tension escalates
because of fighting in the north. The travel advisory issued
on Sunday stated that fighting was ongoing and that “weap-
ons are readily available to the population.”

An armed group clashed with the country’s army on Tues-

South Sudan’s President Salva Kiir, (left), and Vice-

President Riek Machar, (right), shake hands after

meetings in Juba, South Sudan, on Oct 20, 2019, to
discuss outstanding issues to the peace deal. (AP)

day, leading to the arrests of two government ministers and
a deputy army chief allied to former rebel turned Vice Presi-
dent Riek Machar. Machar’s home was surrounded by the
army as his supporters said that the arrests were threatening
the country’s peace agreement.

South Sudan descended into a civil war from 2013 to
2018, during which more than 400,000 people were killed.
President Salva Kiir and Machar, his rival, signed a peace
agreement in 2018 that is still in the process of implementa-
tion. On Friday, an attack on a UN helicopter that was on
an evacuation mission in the north complicated the security
situation and a UN rights body said that it was “considered
a war crime.”

The UN Commission on Human Rights in South Sudan
on Saturday said that the violence in the north and tension in
Juba, the capital, was “threatening to derail” South Sudan’s
peace agreement.

“We are witnessing an alarming regression that could
erase years of hard-won progress. Rather than fueling divi-
sion and conflict, leaders must urgently refocus on the peace
process, uphold the human rights of South Sudanese citi-
zens, and ensure a smooth transition to democracy,” said the
chairperson, Yasmin Sooka.

South Sudan peace monitors on Sunday called for speedy
investigations into the violence in Upper Nile State and the
attack on a UN helicopter on Friday that led to the death of a
UN personnel and dozens of soldiers.



CBK Bonds and related Tawarrug

The Central Bank of Kuwait (CBK)
announced the most recent issues of  for (3) months with Rate of Return
CBK Bonds and related Tawarruq at

a total value of KWD (200) million

(4.125%).
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Expo featured promising startups from talented Kuwaiti entrepreneurs
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Zain x 965 Ramadan Nights: strengthening connections during Holy Month

KUWAIT CITY, March 10: The
first edition of Zain x 965 Ramadan
Nights took place over three days at
Salhiya Plaza, providing a vibrant
space for fostering community con-
nections during the Holy Month of
Ramadan while highlighting the
creativity and promising ventures of
Kuwaiti entrepreneurs.

Zain’s support for this unique
event came as part of its ongoing
partnership with 965 Outlet, known
for organizing initiatives that em-
power local entrepreneurs to show-
case their products and services in
a dynamic social setting. This year,
for the first time, the event was held
during Ramadan, reflecting the spirit
of togetherness and connection that
defines the month.

Zain remains committed to nurtur-
ing local talent and innovation across
various fields, particularly entrepre-
neurship, by supporting startups and
small businesses.

This initiative aligns with the
company’s efforts to empower the

growth.

next generation of Kuwaiti entre-
preneurs, enabling them to contrib-
ute effectively to national economic
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Zain and 965 teams in a group picture.

Zain x 965 Ramadan Nights aimed
to support small and medium-sized
enterprises (SMEs), offering them
a unique opportunity to market and

present their products and services

in an engaging social atmosphere

alongside their industry peers.
Zain’s participation in this event

Event strengthened connections during Holy Month.

country’s economy. The event also
attracted a significant number of vis-
itors, including families and shop-
pers, further enhancing its impact.

is part of a broader commitment to
supporting initiatives that stimulate
local talent and promote national
products, ultimately benefiting the

Supporting SMEs and fostering community connections this Ramadan

Gulf Bank marks fifth year of ‘Nugsat Al-Khaleej’ initiative

KUWAIT CITY, March 10: For the fifth consecutive
year, Gulf Bank continues to host its weekly “Nug-
sat Al-Khaleej” events throughout the holy month of
Ramadan. This initiative features a variety of events
and activities in partnership with local Kuwaiti res-
taurants.

The first event took place on the first Thursday of
Ramadan at Matbakhi Restaurant, where dozens of
Gulf Bank customers had the opportunity to enjoy a
variety of special products offered free of charge.

Every year, Gulf Bank continues its dedication
to engaging with the community during Ramadan
by organizing various events, including “Nugsat
Al-Khaleej.” The main goal is to support small and
medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) by promoting their
products while reviving the cherished Kuwaiti tradi-
tion of sharing food, nurturing a spirit of generosity,

love, and collaboration within the community.

It is worth noting that Gulf Bank has evolved the
concept of “Nugsat Al-Khaleej” from its humble be-
ginnings of sharing homemade dishes with family,
neighbors, and friends, into a powerful initiative sup-
porting SMEs. This program enables businesses to
distribute their products for free to the public, helping
them increase their visibility, expand their reach, and
attract new customer segments. In turn, this supports
their growth and expansion, contributing positively
to the national economy.

Gulf Bank is committed to driving sustainability in
the community, economy, and environment.Through
carefully selected initiatives that benefit both the
Bank and the broader community, Gulf Bank aligns
its efforts with the United Nations Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals and Kuwait’s Vision 2035.

Gulf Bank aims to be Kuwait’s leading bank, fos-
tering a diverse and inclusive workplace to deliver
exceptional customer service while contributing sus-
tainably to the community. Through its extensive
branch network and innovative digital services, the
Bank empowers customers to conduct banking trans-
actions conveniently and efficiently, ensuring a seam-
less experience.

In alignment with Kuwait Vision 2035, “New Ku-
wait,” and its commitment to fostering collaborative
partnerships, Gulf Bank is dedicated to driving ro-
bust sustainability initiatives across environmental,
social, and governance (ESG) dimensions. The Bank
is committed to implementing strategically selected
and diverse sustainability programs both internally
and externally.
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Gulf Bank supports local businesses with free product distribution.

Boursa’s general
index gains 0.32%

Main market index declines

KUWAIT CITY, March 10, (KUNA): Boursa Kuwait
closed on Monday with its general index gaining 25.48
points, or 0.32%, to reach 8067.36 points. A total of 513
million shares were traded through 21,921 transactions,
valued at 219.10 million Kuwaiti dinars (approximately

674.8 million USD).

The main market index declined by 8.66 points, or 0.12%, settling at
751049 points. This was based on the trading of 363 million shares across
10,032 transactions, worth 158.3 million dinars (around 487.5 million
USD).

Meanwhile, the Premier Market Index rose by 35.36 points, or 0.41%, to reach
8604.68 points, with 149.9 million shares traded in 11,889 transactions, totaling
60.7 million dinars (approximately 186.9 million USD).

Additionally, the Major 50 Index surged by 95.41 points, or 1.30%, reaching
7437.20 points, with 338.7 million shares traded through 8,675 transactions, val-
ued at 155.8 million dinars (roughly 479.8 million USD).

US declines to renew lrag’s
electricity waiver with Iran

BAGHDAD, March 10, (AP): The United States has declined to renew a
waiver that had allowed Iraq to buy electricity from Iran without running
afoul of sanctions, a U.S. official said Sunday.

The previous waiver expired Saturday and the U.S. Department of State
did not renew it, the U.S. embassy in Baghdad said in a statement.

The decision came as part of President Donald Trump’s “maximum
pressure campaign” on Iran, which is “designed to end Iran’s nuclear
threat, curtail its ballistic missile program and stop it from supporting ter-
rorist groups,” the statement said.

Despite its oil and gas wealth, Iraq has suffered from decades of elec-
tricity shortages because of war, corruption and mismanagement and has
become heavily reliant on imported Iranian gas as well as electricity im-
ported directly from Iran to meet its electricity needs. Power outages are
common, especially in the scorching summer months.

Inflation declines, easing cost pressures on insurers

GCC insurers’ growth prospects could slow in some markets: S&P Global Ratings

Key Takeaways

B Despite ongoing geopolitical tensions and global trade
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ported by rate adjustments and reinsurance commissions.
B A lack of new license issuances and the dominance of

disputes, we forecast that economic conditions in the Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC) region will remain favora-
ble in 2025. We expect economic expansion, population
growth, and mandatory insurance schemes will increase
insurance demand in most GCC countries this year.

M Overall satisfactory underwriting results and relative-
ly high interest rates will support earnings. Yet increasing
competition and volatile equity markets could weigh on
bottom line results. The size and profitability gaps between
large and small companies will likely continue to widen.

B Although we forecast that credit conditions of highly
rated insurers in our portfolio will remain stable, we anticipate
that the credit strength of some smaller and midsize insurers
could continue to weaken. This is because ongoing top-line
growth, weak earnings, and high operating costs could impair
these players’ capital and solvency buffers.

B Particularly in the United Arab Emirates (UAE), we
also see a higher risk of regulatory intervention for com-
panies that will operate below minimum solvency capital
requirements in 2025 and that are unable to restore their
capital position.

Economic Conditions | Stable Growth Over 2025-
2026

B Even though we have lowered our average Brent oil
price assumptions to $75 from $80 for 2025 and 2026, we
expect stable economic growth in the GCC region. This
will support further infrastructure developments, popula-
tion growth, and ongoing insurance demand.

B Average inflation in the GCC region is trending to-
ward 2%, compared with about 4% in 2022. We therefore
expect that claim cost growth and premium rates for motor
and other property/casualty (P/C) insurers in some markets
will moderate.

Top-Line Growth | Prospects Remain Favorable

B Ongoing infrastructure developments, the introduc-
tion of mandatory insurance schemes, population growth,
and rate adjustments have been key growth drivers, par-
ticularly in Saudi Arabia and the UAE, where the size of
insurance markets doubled over 2020-2025.

B We project top-line growth of about 5%-15% in most
GCC insurance markets in 2025. Rate increases after the
floods in April 2024 could spur growth in the UAE in 2025,
while the insurance market in Kuwait will decrease after
the discontinuation of a large medical scheme.

Insurance Penetration | Most GCC Markets Remain
Underdeveloped

B Apart from the UAE, insurance penetration--measured

A

by gross written premiums divided by GDP--remains rela-
tively low in GCC countries, compared with other regions.

B However, GDP data in the GCC region captures the
high income from the oil and gas sector, meaning insurance
penetration ratios are distorted.

B Growth potential is significant, particularly in the
long-term life and savings sector.

B The long-term life and savings business represents
only 5% of total premium income in Saudi Arabia and Qa-
tar.

Profitability | Satisfactory Though Unevenly Distrib-
uted

B We project that 2025 will be another profitable year
for GCC insurers. However, a potential increase in capital
market volatility and increasing competition, particularly
in Saudi Arabia, could weigh on earnings in 2025.

B Earnings distribution is becoming increasingly un-
even, particularly in Saudi Arabia and the UAE. The five
most profitable listed insurers in the UAE generated about
81% of total earnings as of December 2024, while the top
five listed insurers in Saudi Arabia accounted for about
82% as of third-quarter 2024.

Consolidation | Stricter Regulations Will Spur Merg-
er Activity

B Stiff competition, weak capital buffers, and regulatory
incentives have contributed to consolidation in Saudi Ara-
bia since 2018.

M We could see a similar trend in the UAE, where about
20%-25% of listed insurers operate below minimum sol-
vency capital requirements.

B We therefore project further capital needs and con-
solidation in 2025 and see a heightened risk of regulatory
intervention if insurers are unable to restore their capital

buffers.

Credit Ratings | Outlooks Are Largely Stable

M The rating outlooks on insurers in our portfolio, which
typically comprises market-leading insurers, are mainly
stable, supported by robust earnings and capitalization.
About 90% of rated insurers hold capital at the highest
level, as per our risk-based capital adequacy model.

M That said, we expect some rated and not rated smaller
and midsize insurers could face headwinds in 2025 if com-
petition further intensifies. This could widen the gap be-
tween top-tier and lower-tier insurers.

Saudi Arabia | Rapidly growing market with increasing
concentration at the top

Tailwinds

M Premium growth in recent years has been substantial,
thanks to rapid economic expansion, rate adjustments, and
the adoption of new mandatory covers.

M The volatility of investment portfolios is relatively
low, thanks to the primarily fixed-income composition.

M Further consolidation and capital raising among mid-
size and smaller players could strengthen companies

Headwinds

B The insurance market is highly concentrated, with the top
five players generating about 70%-75% of total revenues and
earnings, leaving the remaining 21 insurers with low margins.

M Intense competition in motor and medical lines causes
a cyclical pricing environment.

UAE | Higher reinsurance costs will spur premium
growth

Tailwinds

M Rate increases will spur premium growth in the P/C
sector.

Bl Overall underwriting performance is profitable, sup-

large players create high operational and regulatory barri-
ers to entry.

Headwinds

B The increase in reinsurance costs could weigh on
earnings, particularly those of smaller and midsize players.

M About one-quarter of listed insurers operate below
or only slightly above minimum solvency capital require-
ments. We therefore see a heightened risk of regulatory
intervention.

M Insurers have a material, although declining, exposure
to high-risk assets, which could lead to capital and earnings
volatility.

Qatar | Highly profitable market, yet growth remains
modest

Tailwinds

M High barriers to entry limit the threat of new entrants
and constrain competition.

W Exposure to natural catastrophes and potential earn-
ings volatility from weather events is relatively low.

M Profitability metrics, particularly underwriting perfor-
mance and ROE, outperform those of other GCC insurers.

Headwinds

H Exposure to equity and real estate assets is high and
could cause earnings and capital volatility.

M In the absence of new government-driven insurance
schemes, growth prospects are modest.

Kuwait | Infrastructure projects remain a key growth
driver

Tailwinds

W Ongoing infrastructure prospects contribute to stable
growth prospects of about 7%-10% per year, excluding the
effects that the discontinuation of the Afya scheme should
have in 2025.

MW Large listed players tend to exhibit robust risk-based
capitalization and their potential for earnings generation is
usually high.

Headwinds

Bl Economic risks are elevated, given the complexity of
Kuwait’s fiscal and institutional arrangements and their ef-
fects on public finance.

B The insurance market is overcrowded, which leads
to intense competition in motor lines and some other lines
among smaller players, particularly those that provide Sha-
ria-compliant insurance services.
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As part of its efforts to champion sustainability and innovative solutions

KIB sponsors the fourth edition of Kuwait Sustainability Event

KUWAIT CITY, March 10: Kuwait
International Bank (KIB) announced
the conclusion of its silver sponsorship
of the 4th edition of the Kuwait Sus-
tainability Event (KSE), reaffirming its
commitment to sustainability, financial
literacy, and innovation. The event,
which took place in mid-February in
Murouj, was themed “Sustainability
in Action” and servedas a platform to
showcase groundbreaking ideas, pro-
mote sustainable development, and
encourage a greener future. The spon-
sorship cameas part of KIB’s deep
commitment to environmental, social,
and governance (ESG) principles.

Commenting on the occasion,
Nawaf Najia, Executive Manager of
ESG & Sustainability at KIB, high-
lighted the Bank’s strategic vision,
stating: “Sustainability is not an op-
tion, but a responsibility. At KIB, we
believe that financial growth and en-
vironmental consciousness go hand in
hand. Financial institutions must play
a vital role in fostering environmen-
tal responsibility. Through platforms
like KSE, we aim to engage with
stakeholders, drive meaningful discus-
sions, and inspire action that extends
beyond the banking sector. KIB is not
just a partner in the nation’s economic
growth, but in a greener, more respon-
sible future for Kuwait.”

Najia also added that “Innovation is
at the heart of sustainability. Through
digital offerings and innovative solu-
tions, KIB is contributing to trans-
forming the financial sector in the lo-
cal market with tools that benefit both
people and the planet.”

As part of its engagement at KSE
2025, KIB set up a dedicated booth de-
signed to present its innovative prod-
ucts, services, and solutions, as well as
showcase its sustainability-driven ini-
tiatives. In addition, the Bank contin-
ued its mission of educating custom-
ers about their financial and banking
rights and responsibilities, and spread-
ing financial awareness, in line with
its commitment to the national “Let’s
Be Aware” (Diraya) financial literacy
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KIB’s Nawaf Najia

campaign. The Bank also aimed to
leverage networking opportunities to
foster collaborations that could fur-
ther advance Kuwait’s sustainability
agenda.

Throughout the three-day expo,
businesses, environmental advocates,
policymakers, students, and the gen-
eral public gathered together fora
diverse lineup of activities. These in-
cluded exhibitions featuring cutting-
edge sustainability projects, interac-
tive workshops providing hands-on
sustainability knowledge, and panel
discussions led by industry leaders ad-
dressing crucial environmental topics.

KIB’s sponsorship and participation
in events such as KSE 2025 highlight
its role an important financial partner
committed to promoting sustainable
banking, environmental responsibil-
ity, financial literacy, and innovation,
all in line with its main slogan “Bank
for Life”.

About KIB

Kuwait International Bank (KIB) is
a bank that operates according to the
Islamic Shari’ah, based in the State
of Kuwait. Incorporated in 1973, and
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Mubarak Al-Kabeer Governor Sheikh Sabah Bader Sabah Al-Salem Al-Sabah with representatives at KIB.

originally known as Kuwait Real Es-
tate Bank, KIB made the transition to
its current Islamic operating model
in 2007. In 2018, KIB embarked on
a new phase of its journey full of in-
novation and development. As part of
its new strategic direction, the Bank
focuses on offering a next-level cus-

tomer experience under the slogan:
“Bank for Life”.

Through a network of branch-
es spread across the State of
Kuwait,KIBoffers a broad range of
banking products and services, as well
as innovative digital banking solutions
in line with international best stan-

dards. As part of its duty towards the
community, the Bank also encompass-
es a leading social responsibility pro-
gram that aims at positively impacting
all members of the community through
a wide range of impactful initiatives
and activities.

Today, KIB has taken concrete steps

in implementing its new strategic
objectives. The Bank has cemented
its role as a key player in the local
banking industry and has continued
to maintain its strong financial perfor-
mance; enabling it to be globally rec-
ognized for its strong credit rating and
financial position.
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UAE adopts key strategies towards women empower-

ment.

KUNA photo

Emirati women make up 70% of university graduates, 46% of workforce

as an essential and influential partner in facing challenges and
achieving comprehensive development. Globally, the UAE took
seventh place and remained in first place regionally in gender
equality index of the UN development program.

On a more local front, Emirati women took another seat
at cabinet with the recent addition of Ministry of Family and
Sana’a bint Mohammad Suhail as the Minister.

A new health policy has been instated aiming to provide

KAEC hosts over 100 global companies

King Abdullah Economic City (KAEC)
aims to hoost Saudi non-oil income

JEDDAH, March 10, (KUNA):
Situated on the Red Sea near
Jeddah International Center, the
King Abdullah Economic City
(KAEC) is an important project
aimed at boosting global trade
and diversify the Kingdom non-
oil income.

The KAEC strategic location
made it a unique due to the fact
that around 13 percent of global
trade would go through it, making
one of the main gates linking mar-
kets in China through the Belt and
Road initiative to developing mar-
kets in the African continent.

The KAEC’s initial seed was
planted in 2006 by late King
Abdullah bin Abdulaziz Al-Saud
as part of the 2023 economic cities
initiative and its constructed on an
area of around 60 square kilome-
ters.

The KAEC consists of an eco-
nomic city, special economic
zone, as well as the King Abdul-
lah port.

The KAEC attracts major world
companies of added investment
value due to its strategic location,

world-class  infrastructure, and
business incentives.

The special economic zone,
for instance, provides tax ex-
emptions and full foreign own-
ership with competitive prices
for services, which allows com-
panies in the region to increase
operation capacity and focus on
growth and creativity.

As for the port, it is the second
largest one on the Red Sea and was
ranked by the World Bank in 2022
as the biggest container capacity
port in the world.

The city is aiming to become
a leading investment hub in the
Saudi kingdom via its offering
unique investment opportunities
and business in line with Saudi Vi-
sion 2030.

Along with its business and in-
vestment atmosphere, the KAEC
has housing projects, excellent ho-
tels, entertainment facilities.

The city’s industrial valley hosts
over 100 companies from across
the globe, solidifying its status as
a focal point for economy, invest-
ments, and major industries.

Within the Saudi file to host
the 2034 FIFA World, the KAEC
would be home for a grand football
stadium, which could hold 45,000
spectators, providing a unique ex-
perience.

The KAEC is linked to the Ha-
ramain High Speed Railway, tak-
ing passengers to Holy Sites in
Makkah and Madina in addition to
Jeddah and King Abdulaziz Inter-
national Airport.

The King Abdullah Economic
City aims to become a smart city
via its advance infrastructure
using fiber optics and advance
telecommunication in addition
to other technological advance-
ments.

On the industrial level, the
KAEC established the very first
full assembly for automotive parts
in the Kingdom, attracting global
vehicle companies.

The Saudi leadership recently
announced the KAEC’s King
Salman  Automotive  Cluster,
which is deemed as an important
component for diversifying the
Kingdom’s non-oil income.

KUNA photo

King Abdullah Economic City important global trade route project.

women with highest levels of healthcare through multidisci-
plinary approaches for all stages of life whether preventative

healthcare, treatment or rehabilitation.

The Emirati Ministry of Economy issued a resolution al-
lotting at least one seat for women at the joint stock com-
panies’ board of directors, this empowers women economi-
cally and boosts diversity in world of business.

The Ministry and General Women’s Union signed an
agreement with the aim of promoting the presence of women
entrepreneurs, as well as uniting media efforts to highlight

UAE’s effort in supporting women.

UAE leads in global gender equality, ranks 7th worldwide

ABU DHABI, March 10, (KUNA): Empowerment of Emirati
women is operating at high speeds, as it is a matter of great pri-
ority to the country’s leadership, a leadership that views women

The Union launched the second edition of its economic em-
powerment program. The program targets various age groups,

to help them start their business or grow already existing ones.

The Emirati Competitiveness Council inked an agree-
ment with the Gender Balance Council with the objective of
boosting coordination and cooperation, as well as bolstering
Emirati women presence in private sector.

According to official data, women comprise 70 percent of
university graduates, 46 percent of job market in general, 68
percent of public sector including a third of ministerial posi-

tions and 50 percent of the Federal National Council.
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Announcement Reminder
Invitation to Attend the General Assembly Meeting

Kuwait Telecommunications Company (stc)

Kuwaiti Shareholding Company (Public)

The Board of Directors of Kuwait Telecommunications Company (ste) is pleased to invite you to attend the Ordinary
General Assembly Meeting for the financial year ended 31 December 2024, which will be held on Tuesday 18 March 2025
at 11:30 a.m,, at the Company’s Headquarters — Olympia Mall / West Office Towers, where Shareholders shall be able to
attend by their physical presence or electronically through Kuwait Clearing Company'’s platforms specified for holding
Annual General Assembly Meetings to discuss the agenda of the Ordinary General Assembly Meeting.

Ordinary General Meeting Agenda

Discussing and approving the Board of Directors’ Report of the company’s activity, financial position and
business outcomes for the fiscal year ended December 31, 2024

Discussing and approving the External Auditor’s Report on the results of the company’s financial
statements and approving the dividable net profit for the fiscal year ended on December 31, 2024

Presenting and approving the Sharia Supervisory Board'’s report for the fiscal year ended on December

Presenting and approving the Corporate Governance Report and the Audit Committee Report for the
fiscal year ended on December 31, 2024

Presenting any breaches monitored by the regulatory body/bodies and any penalties issued due to such
breaches and led to [financial and non-financial] penalties against the company [if any], for the fiscal year
ended on December 31, 2024

Review and approve the financial statements and profit and loss accounts for the fiscal year ended on
December 31, 2024

Discussing the Board of Directors’ proposal to distribute cash dividends 35% of the company'’s total capital
for the fiscal year ended on December 31, 2024 (i.e. 35 fils per share), to shareholders registered in the
company’s Shareholder Register as at the Maturity Date on Tuesday, April 15, 2025. The cash dividends
shall be distributed to shareholders who are entitled to them, starting from Sunday, April 20, 2025, while
authorizing the Board of Directors to change the dates mentioned in the previously specified entitlement
schedule in the event that they are required to be changed [if necessary].

Approval to grant the company’s competent employees the right to purchase company shares (using
treasury shares) in accordance with the company’s share purchase option program approved by the Board
of Directors, provided that the relevant laws, regulations, and decisions are considered.

Authorizing the Board of Directors to deal in the company’s shares not exceeding 10% of the number of
its shares, in accordance with the articles of Law No. 7 of 2010 and it's Executive Regulations, and their

Discussing the Board of Directors Members Remunerations, amounting to KWD 255,750 [two hundred fifty-
five thousand, seven hundred fifty Kuwaiti dinars] for the fiscal year ended on December 31, 2024.

Discussing the executed related parties transaction during the fiscal year ended on December 31, 2024
and authorizing the company to deal with related parties during the fiscal year ended December 31, 2025.

Discussing the release and discharge of the Board of Directors Members and absolving them from all
liabilities related to their legal, financial, and administrative actions for the fiscal year ending on
December 31, 2024.

Appointing or reappointing the company’s External Auditor from the approved list of auditors at the
Capital Markets Authority, taking into account their mandatory execution period for the fiscal year ended
December 31, 2025 While authorizing the Board of Directors to determine their fees.

Appointing or reappointing the Sharia Board Members for the fiscal year ended December 31, 2025 while
authorizing the Board of Directors to determine their fees.

Electronic Attendance: Shareholders wishing to attend the meeting electronically are required to register their names using
the electronic voting service eAGM by filling up the intended form available on the website of the Kuwait Clearing Company
(www.magasa.com) in addition to providing the required documents in order to obtain the username and password which shall
authorize them to attend and vote electronically on the agenda items of the Ordinary General Assembly. Participation and voting
will be available on Sunday 09 March 2025 until the completion of the agenda review on the day of the Ordinary General Assembly
Meeting scheduled on Tuesday 18 March 2025, as per the Policies and Procedures Guidelines published on Kuwait Clearing
Company’s website with regards to convening the general assemblies through the electronic systems.

Physical Attendance: Shareholders wishing to attend the meeting physically should visit the Investor Relations Department at
the Company’s Headquarters — Olympia Mall / West Office Towers. Shareholders shall bring with them their share certificates or
the original transfer receipt in order to obtain the attendance invitations and the AGM agenda.

In the absence of a quorum for the Ordinary General Assembly Meeting another meeting with the same agenda items and same
place will be held on Wednesday, 09 April 2025, at 10:30 a.m. whereby, the attendance and voting shall be either physically or

Board of Directors
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Volunteer team.

Reinforcing its leadership in volunteerism

KUWAIT CITY, March 10: Ku-
wait Finance House (KFH) is
continuing its Iftar campaign for
the 2025 Ramadan program “In-
crease Good Deeds in Ramadan”,
by distributing Iftar meals at vari-
ous locations across Kuwait.

During its Ramadan campaign,
KFH partnered with the Kuwait
Food Bank and Relief to dis-
tribute “Ramadan Majla” food
baskets to families in need. This
initiative promotes volunteer-
ism and strengthens the value of
charitable giving.

KFH's Ramadan program en-
compasses providing hospitality
services at mosques and sharing
Iftar meals with entities that
continue to perform their duties
during the Iftar period. This ini-
tiative underscores KFH’s com-
mitment to social responsibility
and its dedication to serving the
community consistently.

KFH’s comprehensive Rama-
dan program features diverse
sports and health-focused youth
activities for all age groups,
promoting the importance of
physical activity and overall

KFH continues iftar campaign at
various locations across Kuwait

well-being for individuals and
the community. Marking its 12th
consecutive year, KFH is organ-
izing the “Qurra’aBaitek” Rama-
dan competition, a significant
community event pioneered by
the bank.

KFH continues to utilize its
social media platforms to engage
with the public and its followers.
The bank has produced a series
of informative videos covering
diverse topics, including health
tips and guidance in collabora-
tion with medical doctors and nu-
trition specialists. Furthermore,
KFH is disseminating awareness
messages in partnership with
the Ministries of Health and In-
terior. The bank also provides
daily Ramadan calendars, hosts
various competitions, and offers
coverage of events and activities
related to the holy month.

As part of the Iftar campaign,
approximately 30,000 Iftar meals
will be distributed to fasting in-
dividuals at key locations across
Kuwait’s governorates, with the
goal of reaching the most people
in need.

Quran recitation contest engages all ages and skill levels in Ramadan

KUWAIT CITY, March 10: As
part of its commitment to sup-
porting initiatives that promote
Islamic values and bring the Holy
Quran in the hearts of Muslims,
Warba Bank launched the third
edition of the Ramadan Compe-
tition, “Warba Quran Reading”,
in collaboration with the “Saaad”
app, which is specialized digital
platform for reciting and teaching
the Holy Quran.

The initiative comes as part
of Warba Bank’s ongoing ef-
forts to promote Islamic teach-
ings and cultivate a culture of
Quranic recitation and reflec-
tion. It reaffirms the bank’s
commitment to Islamic Sharia
principles and its active societal
role during the holy month of
Ramadan. Through this compe-
tition, the bank seeks to engage
participants of all age groups,
enabling them to refine their
Tajweed (intonation) and recita-
tion skills using innovative digi-
tal tools that allow participation
from anywhere.

Commitment to Promoting
Goodwill and Islamic Values

In this context, Executive
Director of the Sharia Manage-
ment at Warba Bank, Abdullah
Abdul Rahim Fakhro, said:”The
Islamic values are at the core
of our identity at Warba Bank.
The Ramadan initiative is an
extension of our commitment to
supporting the community and
spreading religious awareness.
We strive to be more than just a
financial institution. We aim to
be a partner in building a cohe-
sive society based on the prin-
ciples of goodwill and generos-
ity. The ‘Warba Quran Reading’
competition is not merely a con-
test in reciting the Quran, but an
invitation for all members of so-
ciety, young and old, male and
female, citizens and residents,

Warba Bank unveils 3rd “Warba Quran Reading’
competition in collaboration with ‘Saaad’ app
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Executive Director of the Sharia
Management at Warba Bank,
Abdullah Abdul Rahim Fakhro

create an opportunity for every-
one to connect with the Quran and
draw closer to Allah Almighty.
Through the ‘Saaad’ app, we
have ensured that participation
is seamless, eliminating the need
for physical attendance. This ini-
tiative affirms our belief in the
importance of providing an inclu-
sive environment where everyone
can invest their time in Ramadan
to enhance their Quranic skills
and embrace the profound values
of Islam.”

Skilled Recitation and Valu-
able Prizes

The competition runs from the
9th to the 16th of Ramadan, al-
lowing participants to recite des-
ignated verses of the Holy Quran
with precision and skill, directly
from their smartphones via the
“Saaad” app. This digital experi-
ence aligns with Warba Bank’s
vision of integrating technology
with religious values, offering in-
novative solutions tailored to the
spirit of Ramadan.

Warba Bank supports community and Islamic values through Rama-
dan competition.

provides participants with a
valuable educational opportu-
nity to enhance their Quranic
recitation. Upon completing the
recitation, all participants will
be entered into a raffle for valu-
able prizes, whether they are
proficient reciters or beginners
learning under expert guidance.
Both have an equal chance of
winning the competition.

Males and female participants
are categorized based on age
groups, with each group assigned
a specific Surah (chapter) for
recitation, starting with adults (15
years and above) reciting Surah
An-Nur, then the group aged 11
to 14 reciting Surah Al-Haqqah
& Al-Ma’arij, the group aged 8 to
10 reciting Surah Al-Qalam, and
the final group aged 4 to 7 reciting
Hizb 60.

Participants can register di-
rectly on the link available on
the Warba Bank Instagram page
or directly through the “Saaad”

app.

ing the community’s cultural and
religious awareness. The bank
remains committed to launching
initiatives that serve all segments
of society, contributing to both
spiritual and educational devel-
opment.

Through this competition,
Warba Bank continues to play a
vital role in enabling future gen-
erations to engage with the Holy
Quran, making Quranic learning
more accessible and interactive. It
reaffirms the bank’s commitment
to leveraging digital solutions
that align with Islamic principles
while catering to customers of all
ages.

A Vision to Preserve Cultural
and Religious Heritage

Warba Bank invests in pro-
grams and initiatives that safe-
guard cultural heritage, foster
pride in authenticity, and re-
inforce Islamic identity. This
vision aligns with the bank’s
commitment to providing in-

to engage with the Book of Al-
lah in a modern and accessible
way, combining digital innova-
tion with the spirituality of Ra-
madan.”

Fakhro added:”Our goal is to

The recitation will be evalu-
ated and corrected by special-
ists in teaching the Holy Quran
based on precise standards, in-
cluding the rules of Tajweed
and linguistic accuracy. This

Warba: Community Partner-
ship for a Sustainable Vision

This initiative is part of Warba
Bank’s broader social responsi-
bility strategy aimed at fostering
Islamic values and strengthen-

novative banking services that
comply with Islamic Sharia
principles, ensuring they
evolve in tandem with the
changing needs and aspirations
of customers.

President Claudia Sheinbaum addresses supporters at a rally she convened

to welcome U.S. President Donald Trump’s decision to postpone tariffs on

Mexican goods for one month at the Zocalo, Mexico City’s main square,
Sunday, March 9, 2025. (AP)

Sheinbaum cheers tariff delay

Tens of thousands celebrate as US
‘delays’ tariffs on Mexican goods

MEXICO CITY, March 10, (AP): Tens
of thousands of people packed into
Mexico’s City main plaza on Sunday to
celebrate with President Claudia Shein-
baum a decision by the U.S. to postpone
tariffs on many of the country’s goods.

The crowd clutched large Mexican
flags and yelled, “Mexico is to be re-
spected!” as they cheered on Shein-
baum.

“Fortunately, dialogue and respect
have prevailed,” she told the crowd.

The celebration comes just days
after U.S. President Donald Trump
postponed 25% tariffs on many im-
ports from Mexico for a month, saying
Sheinbaum had made progress on drug
smuggling and illegal immigration.

Sheinbaum had planned to announce
any retaliatory measures on Sunday,
but instead held a mass celebration.

While threats persist, the president
said she was optimistic tariffs would
not be applied to Mexico and that she
would continue to act with a “cool
head” in the face of Trump.

Among Sheinbaum’s supporters was
Roberto Gonzdlez, a 68-year-old com-
puter scientist who raised a sign that
read “we are united Mexicans.”

“The unity of the country is very im-
portant,” said Gonzdlez, adding that is
the only way Mexico would be able to
“face one of the largest powers in the
world.”

Also cheering on the president was
Mariana Rivera, a 40-year-old social
activist who held up a massive Mexican
flag as high as her arms allowed.

Despite the dark clouds hanging over
the country, the activist said she was
convinced that “the president will over-
come everything.”

Analysts say they don’t expect the
jubilant ceremony to alleviate the cli-
mate of uncertainty that threatens new
investments and the Mexican economy,
but that it would help Sheinbaum con-
solidate internal support against Trump,
who is setting the pace of bilateral rela-

tions with his powerful rhetoric.

“This is an event designed more for
internal politics,” said political scien-
tist and academic Javier Rosiles Salas,
stating that Sheinbaum will seek to
strengthen her image and leadership
with Sunday’s event.

Rosiles Salas told The Associated
Press that despite concerns in Mexico
about the economic impacts that a tar-
iff war with the United States - its main
trading partner and destination of more
than 80% of Mexican exports - could
unleash, the confrontation with Trump
has been “very profitable for Claudia
Sheinbaum” and has allowed her to
achieve popular support of over 60%
five months into her term.

Although the 62-year-old president
appears strong now, it is not clear
whether her political support would
weaken if the Mexican economy deteri-
orates because of tensions with the U.S.

For now, the projections of special-
ists and rating agencies are not favor-
able. Most analysts agree that if general
tariffs are imposed, Mexico could face
a contraction of more than 1% of the
Gross Domestic Product.

A prolonged climate of uncertainty
doesn’t favor Mexico, according to
Samuel Ortiz Veldsquez, professor of
the Faculty of Economics at the Nation-
al Autonomous University of Mexico.

After phone conversations with his
counterparts in Mexico and Canada,
Trump decided last Thursday to pause
until April 2 the general tariffs for
products that are under a trilateral trade
agreement. In early February, Trump
also suspended tariffs after Shein-
baum promised to send 10,000 national
guards to the northern border to contain
drug trafficking.

Despite the agreements, Trump’s de-
cision on the 25% tariffs on steel and
aluminum from Mexico and Canada,
which are scheduled to come into effect
on March 12, remains in limbo.

Trump dismisses business concerns
over tariffs, predicts long-term gains

Commerce Secretary confirms new tariffs

WEST PALM BEACH, March 10,
(AP): President Donald Trump
is dismissing business concerns
over the uncertainty caused by his
planned tariffs on a range of Amer-
ican trading partners and the pros-
pect of higher prices, and isn’t rul-
ing out the possibility of a recession

this year.

After imposing and then quickly paus-
ing 25% tariffs on imports from Mexico and
Canada that sent markets tumbling over con-
cerns of a trade war, Trump said his plans for
broader “reciprocal” tariffs will go into ef-
fect April 2, raising them to match what other
countries assess.

“April 2nd, it becomes all reciprocal,” he said
in a taped interview with Fox News Channel’s
“Sunday Morning Futures.” “What they charge
us, we charge them.”

Asked about the Atlanta Fed’s warning of an
economic contraction in the first quarter of the
year, Trump seemingly acknowledged that his
plans could affect U.S. growth. Still, he claimed,
it would ultimately be “great for us.”

When questioned whether he was expecting a
recession in 2025, Trump responded: “I hate to
predict things like that. There is a period of transi-
tion because what we’re doing is very big. We’re
bringing wealth back to America. That’s a big
thing.” He then added, “It takes a little time. It
takes a little time.”

On Wall Street, it was a tough week with
wild swings dominated by worries about the
economy and uncertainty about what Trump’s
tariffs.

Trump brushed aside concerns from businesses
seeking stability as they make investment deci-
sions. He said that “for years the globalists, the

President Donald Trump waves before departing on Marine One from the South Lawn of the White
House, Friday, March 7, 2025, in Washington. (AP)

big globalists have been ripping off the United
States” and that now, “all we’re doing is getting
some of it back, and we’re going to treat our coun-
try fairly.”

“You know, the tariffs could go up as time goes
by, and they may go up and, you know, I don’t
know if it’s predictability,” the Republican presi-
dent said.

Trump last week lifted the Mexico and Canada
tariffs on American car manufacturers, and then
virtually all imports to the U.S., but kept them on
goods from China.

More tariffs are coming this week, with Com-
merce Secretary Howard Lutnick telling NBC’s
“Meet the Press” that 25% tariffs on steel and
aluminum imports will take effect Wednesday.
Lutnick said Trump’s threatened tariffs on Ca-
nadian dairy and lumber though would wait un-
til April.

“Will there be distortions? Of course,” Lutnick
said. “Foreign goods may get a little more expen-
sive. But American goods are going to get cheap-
er, and you’re going to be helping Americans by
buying American.”

One-day strike disrupts travel at 13 German airports

German airport strike cancels thousands of flights

BERLIN, March 10, (AP): A one-day strike by workers at 13 German
airports, including the Frankfurt and Munich hubs and all the coun-
try’s other main destinations, caused the cancelation of most flights

on Monday.

The 24-hour walkout, which started at midnight on Sunday, involves pub-
lic-sector employees at the airports as well as ground and security staff.

At Frankfurt Airport, 1,054 of the day’s 1,116 scheduled takeoffs and land-
ings had been canceled, German news agency dpa reported, citing airport

traffic management.

All of Berlin Airport’s regular departures and arrivals were canceled, while
Hamburg Airport said no departures would be possible. Cologne/Bonn Air-
port said there was no regular passenger service and Munich Airport advised
travelers to expect a “greatly reduced flight schedule.”

The ver.di service workers union’s strike also targeted the Bremen, Han-
nover, Duesseldorf, Dortmund, Leipzig/Halle and Stuttgart airports. At the

were called out.

smaller Weeze and Karlsruhe/Baden-Baden airports, only security workers

The German airports’ association, ADV, estimated that more than 3,500

flights in total would be canceled and about 560,000 passengers affected.

The union announced the strike last Friday. But at Hamburg Airport, it
added a short-notice walkout on Sunday to the strike on Monday, arguing that
it must ensure the measure was effective.

The so-called “warning strike,” a common tactic in German wage negotia-

tions, relates to two separate pay disputes: negotiations on a new pay and

to start on March 26.

conditions contract for airport security workers, and a wider dispute over pay
for employees of federal and municipal governments.

The latter already has led to walkouts at Cologne/Bonn, Duesseldorf, Ham-
burg and Munich airports. Pay talks in that dispute are due to resume on
Friday, while the next round of talks for airport security workers is expected
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Director Bong’s new film dethrones ‘Brave New World’
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Robert Pattinson sci-fi ‘Mickey 17’ opens in first place

LOS ANGELES, March 10, (AP): “Parasite” film-
maker Bong Joon Ho’s original science fiction film
“Mickey 177 opened in first place on the North
American box office charts. According to studio es-
timates Sunday, the Robert Pattinson-led film earned
$19.1 million in its first weekend in theaters, which
was enough to dethrone “Captain America: Brave
New World” after a three-week reign.

Overseas, “Mickey 17” has already made $34.2 mil-
lion, bringing its worldwide total to $53.3 million. But
profitability for the film is a long way off: It cost a re-
ported $118 million to produce, which does not account
for millions spent on marketing and promotion.

A week following the Oscars, where “Anora” film-
maker Sean Baker made an impassioned speech about
the importance of the theatrical experience - for film-
makers to keep making movies for the big screens,
for distributors to focus on theatrical releases and for

audiences to keep going - “Mickey 17" is perhaps the
perfect representation of this moment in the business,
or at least an interesting case study. It’s an original
film from an Oscar-winning director led by a big star
that was afforded a blockbuster budget and given a
robust theatrical release by Warner Bros., one of the
few major studios remaining.

Struggle

But despite all of that, and reviews that were most-
ly positive (79% on RottenTomatoes), audiences did
not treat it as an event movie, and it may ultimately
struggle to break even.

Originally set for release in March 2024, Bong
Joon Ho’s follow-up to the Oscar-winning “Para-
site” faced several delays, which he has attributed
to extenuating circumstances around the Hollywood
strikes. Based on the novel “Mickey7” by Edward

Ashton, Pattinson plays an expendable employee
who dies on missions and is reprinted time and time
again. Steven Yeun, Naomi Ackie, Toni Collette and
Mark Ruffalo also star.

It opened in 3,807 locations domestically, per-
forming best in New York and Los Angeles. Premi-
um large format showings, including IMAX screens,
also accounted for nearly half of its opening week-
end. Internationally, it did especially well in Korea,
where it made an estimated $14.6 million.

Jeff Goldstein, who heads domestic distribution
for Warner Bros., said, “47% of the audience saw it
in premium format, which shows that there’s a big
interest from cinema fans to see the movie.”

“Director Bong is one of the few marquee direc-
tors out there along with Denis Villeneuve, Quentin
Tarantino and Chris Nolan whose fans really drive
moviegoing,” he added.

This image released by Warner Bros. Pictures shows Robert Pattinson as
Mickey 18, (left), and Mickey 17 in a scene from ‘Mickey 17.” (AP)

Variety

LOS ANGELES: Actor Emily Os-

ment has filed for divorce from her
husband of less than five months,
musician Jack Anthony Farina.

The 32-year-old Osment filed
the petition to end her marriage to
the 42-year-old Farina in Los An-
geles Superior Court on Friday.

The court filing says the two
were married on Oct. 12 and sepa-
rated Dec. 7. It cites irreconcilable
differences as the reason. They
have no children.

It was the first marriage for Os-
ment, the younger sister of “The
Sixth Sense” actor Haley Joel Os-

- ment. She

FT came to fame
for  playing
the title char-
acter’s  best
friend on the
Disney Chan-

nel’s  “Han-
nah Montana”
from 2006 SaricT g
to 2011. She
Osment subsequently

starred in the sitcoms “Young &
Hungry” and “Young Sheldon,”
and currently appears on the
“Young Sheldon” spinoff, “Geor-
gie & Mandy’s First Marriage.”
(AP)
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NEW YORK: Roberta Flack, the
Grammy-winning singer and pia-
nist whose songs “The First Time
Ever I Saw Your Face” and “Kill-
ing Me Softly with His Song”
made her a global star, was to be
eulogized at a memorial service
Monday.

Flack was one of the top record-
ing artists of the 1970s and an in-
fluential performer due to her inti-
mate vocal and musical style, died
last month. She was 88.

Flack’s “Celebration of Life”
memorial will be livestreamed
from New York on Monday after-
noon.

Here’s everything you need to
know:

It is a fitting location: Flack
grew up with church gospel; her
mother played organ at the Lo-
max African Methodist Episcopal
Church in Arlington, Virginia. As
a teen, she began accompanying
the church choir on piano.

Flack leaves behind a rich reper-
toire of music that avoids catego-
rization. Her debut, “First Take,”
wove soul, jazz, flamenco, gospel
and folk into one revelatory pack-
age, prescient in its form and mea-
sured in its approach.

She will likely be remembered
for her classics. Those include
“The First Time Ever I Saw
Your Face,” her dreamy cover
of “The First Time Ever I Saw
Your Face,” written by English
folk artist Ewan MacColl for his
wife Peggy Seeger. It marked the
beginning of Flack’s mainstream
success when it was used in a
love scene between Clint East-
wood and Donna Mills in his
1971 film “Play Misty for Me.”

But most will think of “Kill-
ing Me Softly with His Song”
when Flack’s name comes up in
conversation. She first heard Lori
Lieberman’s “Killing Me Softly
with His Song” while on a plane
and immediately fell in love with
it. While on tour with Quincy
Jones, she covered the song, and
the audience feel in love with it,
too, as they’d continue to for de-
cades. (AP)

a a a
LAS VEGAS: Former kickboxer

and controversial internet person-
ality Andrew Tate was cageside for
UFC 313 inside T-Mobile Arena
on Saturday night, one night after
attending Dana White’s Power
Slap 12 at Fontainebleau Las Ve-
gas.

Tate and his brother, Tristan,
left Romania late last month after
a travel ban on them was lifted
while they face charges includ-
ing human trafficking, all part of
an alleged organized crime ring.
Andrew Tate was also charged
with rape.

The Tates, who are dual US-
British citizens, were arrested in
late 2022 and formally indicted last
year.

The Tate brothers, who have
denied all wrongdoing in the case,
arrived in Florida on Feb. 27. Flor-
ida’s attorney general announced
Tuesday that his office has opened
a criminal investigation into the
brothers.

Indian Bollywood actor Kareena Kapoor Khan at the

Indian singer Shreya Ghoshal at
the IIFA awards. (AP)

Shahid Kapoor arrives for the IIFA
awards. (AP)
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NEXA

Bollywood actor Katrina Kaif arrives for the IIFA
awards. (AP)

Indian Bollywood actor and film producer Shah Rukh Khan poses for a
photograph as he arrives for the International Indian Film Academy (lIFA)

awards ceremony in Jaipur, India, Sunday, March 9. (AP)

Indian singer and rapper Mika Singh at the IIFA awards.
(AP)
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Bollywood actor Rekha at the IIFA awards in Jaipur,
India. (AP)

I ]
Indian filmmaker Karan Johar arrives for the IIFA
awards. (AP)

Nora Fatehi arrives for the IIFA
awards. (AP)
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Bobby Deol arrives for the IlIFA
awards. (AP)

‘Laapataa Ladies’ sweeps IIFA Awards with 10 honors

“We live in a democratic so-
ciety where it’s innocent until
proven guilty. And I think my
brother and I are largely mis-
understood,” Andrew Tate said
Thursday in Florida.

White was seen shaking hands
and hugging Tate and his brother,
Tristan, on Friday, when the UFC
president and CEO could be heard
on a viral video saying: “Welcome
to the States, boys.” (AP)

JAIPUR, India, March 10, (AP): The film that was sub-
mitted as India’s official Oscar entry but failed to make
the final list of nominees has swept the International In-
dian Film Academy Awards, which recognize outstanding
work in the country’s film industry.

Director Kiran Rao’s critically acclaimed “Laapataa
Ladies” - renamed “Lost Ladies” for its Oscar campaign -
emerged as the biggest winner at the 2025 IIFA Awards,
bagging 10 wins, including best picture and best direction.

The 2023 comedy is about two veiled brides who are
accidentally swapped during a train ride, and tackles is-

sues of patriarchy and gender roles, a shift from decades
of male-centered mainstream Indian movies.

“It’s a rare privilege to win an award for a film like
‘Laapataa Ladies.” It’s been a wonderful night. It’s a rare
privilege to make a film like this,” Rao said in her accep-
tance speech.

Rao’s film - a rare departure from most Bollywood
films, which typically feature song-and-dance routines,
violence and melodrama - also won in categories for best
story, best screenplay and best actress in a leading role.

The annual ceremony of IIFA began in the western city

India's Oscar entry wins big at Bollywood awards

of Jaipur on Saturday and concluded Sunday.

Indian cinema’s most recognizable names took part in the
glitzy event and Bollywood superstar Shah Rukh Khan and
actor Shahid Kapoor were among those who performed at the
ceremony. The event was hosted by veteran director and pro-
ducer Karan Johar and actor Kartik Aaryan.

The awards show also presents an opportunity for In-
dian celebrities to showcase their fashion, and this year
was no exception. Notable figures such as Madhuri Dixit,
Katrina Kaif and Kareena Kapoor Khan displayed their
fashion choices on the green carpet.
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One of the greatest literary and theatrical icons

South Africa’s giant playwright Athol Fugard dies at 92

CAPE TOWN, South Africa, March
10, (AP): Athol Fugard, South Afri-
ca’s foremost dramatist who explored
the pervasiveness of apartheid in such
searing works as “The Blood Knot”
and “’Master Harold’... and the Boys,”
has died. He was 92.

The South African government
confirmed Fugard’s death and said
the country “has lost one of its great-
est literary and theatrical icons, whose
work shaped the cultural and social
landscape of our nation.”

Six of Fugard’s plays landed on
Broadway, including two productions
of “’Master Harold’... and the Boys,”
in 1982 and 2003.

Because Fugard’s best-known plays
center on the suffering caused by the
apartheid policies of South Africa’s
white-minority ~ government, some
among Fugard’s audience abroad were
surprised to find he was white himself.

“’Master Harold’... and the Boys”
is a Tony Award-nominated work set
in a South African tea shop in 1950.
It centers on the relationship between
the son of the white owner and two
Black servants who have served as
surrogate parents. One rainy afternoon,
the bonds between the characters are

stressed to breaking point when the
young man begins to abuse his elders.

“In plain words, just get on with
your job,” the boy tells one servant.
“My mother is right. She’s always
warning me about allowing you to get
too familiar. Well, this time you’ve
gone too far. It’s going to stop right
now. You're only a servant in here,
and don’t forget it.”

When it opened in Johannesburg in
1983 - at the height of apartheid - in
the audience was anti-apartheid activist
Desmond Tutu. “I thought it was some-
thing for which you don’t applaud. The
first response is weeping,” Tutu, who
died in 2021, said after the final cur-
tain. “It’s saying something we know,
that we’ve said so often about what this
country does to human relations.”

“The Road to Mecca,” with its three
white characters, touches on apartheid
of a different sort. It concerns an ad-
venturous artist named Miss Helen, at
odds with and cut off from the rigid
and unyielding Afrikaners around her.
It’s her eccentric artwork that severs
her from society and makes her the
subject of a fight for control.

A production opened in San Fran-
cisco in 2023, prompting the San

Francisco Chronicle’s theater critic to
note that “its central concern - how to
deal with people who are aging and
alone - feels ripe for our own moment
of declining birth rates and increasing
life expectancy amid a fraying social
safety net.”

Fugard once told an interviewer that
the best theater in Africa would come
from South Africa because the country’s
“daily tally of injustice and brutality has
forced a maturity of thinking and feeling
and an awareness of basic values I do not
find equaled anywhere in Africa.”

Fugard was born in Middleburg in
the semiarid Karoo on June 11, 1932.
His father was an English-Irish man
whose joy was playing jazz piano.
His mother was Afrikaans, descended
from South Africa’s early Dutch-Ger-
man settlers, and earned the family’s
income by running a store.

Fugard said his first trip into Johan-
nesburg’s Black enclave of Sophia-
town - since destroyed and replaced
with a white residential area - was “a
definitive event of my life. I first went
in there as the result of an accident. I
suddenly encountered township life.”

This ignited Fugard’s longstanding
urge to write. He left the University of
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Actress Amy lIrving sits with actor-

director-playwright Athol Fugard

during rehearsals of the play ‘The

Road to Mecca’ on Feb. 29, 1988
in New York. (AP)

Cape Town just before he would have
graduated in philosophy because “I
had a feeling that if I stayed I might be
stuck into academia.”

Fugard became a target for the
apartheid government and his passport
was taken away for four years after

he directed a Black theater workshop,
“The Serpent Players.” Five workshop
members were imprisoned on Robben
Island, where South Africa kept politi-
cal prisoners, including Nelson Man-
dela. Fugard and his family endured
years of government surveillance; their
mail was opened, their phones tapped,
and their home subjected to midnight
police searches.

He hitchhiked through Africa in
1953 with South African poet Perseus
Adams, and ended up working as a
sailor, the only white seaman on his
ship. Fugard’s theater experience was
confined to acting in a school play un-
til 1956, when he married actor Sheila
Meiring and began concentrating on
stage writing. He and Meiring later di-
vorced. He married second wife Paula
Fourie in 2016.

He took a job in 1958 as a clerk with
a Johannesburg Native Commission-
er’s Court, where Black people who
broke racial laws were sentenced, “one
every two minutes.”

“We were absolutely broke. I need-
ed a job and I needed information on
the pass system,” Fugard said. His job
included witnessing the caning of law-
breakers. “It was the darkest period of

Valentino transforms restroom into fashion’s boldest stage

Demna dials down Balenciaga’s drama in Paris

PARIS, March 10, (AP): Balenciaga is no stran-
ger to spectacle, and its lauded Demna has built
his reputation on theatrics and grandiosity. But
this season he dialed down the drama, opting for
precision, control, and quiet defiance. His fall
collection at Paris Fashion Week, “Standard,”
stripped away the excess, examining the essence
of familiar dress codes with subtle distortions.

But was this a masterstroke of restraint, or just
a retreat into the ordinary?

The black-curtained labyrinth at the Cour du
Dome des Invalides felt like stepping into Balen-
ciaga’s backstage, where garments twisted in and
out of the ordinary. The models stormed through
the narrow pathways, inches from VIP guests
Tyra Banks, Alessandra Ambrosio, and Jessica
Alba, their stiletto-heeled stomp set to the brood-
ing strains of Beethoven’s Moonlight Sonata.

Demna toyed with businesswear-suits me-
ticulously pressed or seemingly abandoned in an
overhead bin, moth-eaten pinstripes unraveling
tradition. The show’s “sexy secretary” thread
played out in denim pencil skirts and corset-laced
button-downs, offset by floor-sweeping coats and
hooded puffers with Victorian bustier detailing.

The provocation felt measured, the rebellion
subdued - was it refinement or restraint? Den-
im, treated to hold its wrinkles like a well-worn
memory, and bombers lined in molleton sof-
tened Balenciaga’s usual edge. The Balenciaga
x PUMA collab introduced distressed Speedcat
sneakers, leather tracksuits, and bathrobe-style
coats, a move that divided critics.

No apocalyptic mud pits or political jabs-this
season, the drama was in the details. Some saw
it as a deliberate reset, others as a lack of vision.
The collection’s clean lines and thoughtful draping
carried a quiet confidence, but with Demna’s past
penchant for disruption, was this really enough?

Valentino

Valentino paraded high fashion inside public
toilets in one of the season’s most provocative
backdrops, especially for a house as classical as
Valentino - upending traditional notions of luxury.

Yet at time when restrooms remain a cultural
and political flashpoint in debates around gender
identity, access, and self-presentation, the show’s
setting - one the designer described as “proudly
political” - also felt like a deliberate challenge.

The set was a meticulous recreation, down to
the tiling, soap dispensers, mirrors and endless
rows of stalls, all bathed in an unsettling, almost
seedy red light.

Partly inspired by David Lynch, the space set
the tone for Alessandro Michele’s bold new vi-
sion. With a background in costume design,
Michele infuses his collections with inspirations
from theater and film, crafting narratives as much
as he does garments.

It was one of the standout shows in Paris this
season, drawing a front row as eclectic as the col-
lection itself. Chappell Roan, Parker Posey, Jared
Leto and Barry Keoghan sat amid the crimson
glow, their presence adding to the surreal energy
of the day.

Michele often selects venues with deep histori-
cal or cultural significance - think palaces - so this
public toilet setting was a clever subversion, even
of his own signature style. The result? A show
that explored the boundaries between public and
private, intimacy and exposure, and the ever-
blurred lines of identity in contemporary fashion.

A model presents a creation as part of the Valentino Fall/Winter 2025-2026 Womenswear col-
lection presented in Paris, Sunday, March 9. (Xinhua)

A model presents a creation by Hermes in
Paris. (Xinhua)

A model wears a creation as part of the Val-
entino’s collection in Paris. (AP)

A model presents a creation from the collec-
tions by Elie Saab in Paris. (Xinhua)

This undated photo provided by

the English Heritage, shows a por-

trait believed to be of Lady Jane
Grey. (AP)

LONDON, March 10, (AP): A painting that has
gone on public display Friday could be the only
portrait of England’s shortest-reigning queen,
Lady Jane Grey, painted during her lifetime, ac-
cording to the conservation group English Herit-
age.

It said there is “compelling” evidence to sug-
gest that the portrait, on loan from a private col-
lection, shows Jane, who was no older than 17
when she became queen for just nine days in the
summer of 1553.

One of England’s most tragic regal figures, she
was executed at the Tower of London in 1554.
Jane was a devout Protestant at a time of religious
upheaval, the ultimate innocent victim of the chi-
canery of the Tudor court in the chaotic aftermath
of Henry VIII’s reign.

Only known painting of Lady Jane Grey goes on display

She is perhaps best-known from Paul Dela-
roche’s painting, “The Execution of Lady Jane
Grey,” which hangs in the National Gallery in
central London. Jane, who may have been as
young as 16, is shown blindfolded as an execu-
tioner with an axe waits to behead her.

But that painting, like the few others that pur-
port to show Jane, all date from after her death.

Now, English Heritage says a Tudor-era work
could be a “live” painting of Jane. The portrait,
along with six others, will hang at Wrest Park, a
country estate west of London managed by Eng-
lish Heritage, and which incidentally is the loca-
tion of many scenes of Netflix’s steamy period
drama “Bridgerton.”

The charity worked with the Courtauld Insti-
tute of Art and scientist Ian Tyers, who special-

my life.”

He got some satisfaction in putting
a small wrench in the works, by “shuf-
fling up the charge sheets,” delaying
proceedings enough for friends of the
Black detainees to get them lawyers.

Fugard wrote, directed and acted in
his early productions. On the eve of the
opening of “A Lesson From Aloes,” at
Johannesburg’s Market Theater, Fu-
gard dismissed one of the three per-
formers and took the role himself.

Later in life, Fugard taught acting,
directing and playwriting at the Uni-
versity of California, San Diego. In
2006, the film “Tsotsi,” based on his
1961 novel, won international awards,
including the Oscar for foreign lan-
guage film. He won a Tony Award for
lifetime achievement in 2011.

More recent plays include “The
Train Driver” (2010) and “The Bird
Watchers” (2011), which both pre-
miered at the Fugard Theatre in Cape
Town. As an actor, he appeared in the
films “The Killing Fields” and “Gan-
dhi.” In 2014, Fugard returned to the
stage as an actor for the first time in 15
years in his own play, “Shadow of the
Hummingbird,” at the Long Wharf in
New Haven, Connecticut.

Variety

LOS ANGELES: There’s going to
be more “With Love, Meghan,” the
Duchess of Sussex’s Netflix life-
styles series.

The streaming service announced
Friday that a second season of the
show, which debuted this week, has
already been shot. Meghan has said
the show, which includes her chat-
ting with celebrity pals, is not about
a quest for perfection but more
about finding joy in the little things.

Netflix said the second season
would  air
this fall.

“With
Love,
Meghan”
was  sup-
posed  to
premiere
in  Janu-
ary, but the
duchess
delayed
the release
due to the Meghan
devastating
wildfires in and around Los Ange-
les.

Meghan announced last month
that she was rebranding her fledg-
ing lifestyles company to As Ever,
after initially calling it American
Riviera. (AP)
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SANTA FE, N.M.: A New Mexico
state district judge who presided
over the widely publicized trial
of actor Alec Baldwin for a fatal
movie set shooting is getting ready
to retire from the bench.

Court administrators announced
Mary Marlowe Sommer’s upcom-
ing retirement on Thursday. She
will step down at the end of May
after serving 15 years on the First
Judicial District Court in Santa Fe,
New Mexico. She served as the
district’s chief judge from 2019 to
2022.

Her decades-long career also
includes work as a law clerk, a de-
fense attorney, an assistant attorney
general and a hearing officer who
has handled thousands of cases in-
volving domestic violence and fam-
ily matters.

Marlowe Sommer said it’s been
an honor and privilege to serve but
that it’s time to step away from
what she called “the hectic schedule
of court business.” (AP)
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LONDON: 1t's a playlist fit for a
king - literally.

A new program of music fea-
tures tracks by artists including Bob
Marley, Grace Jones, Kylie Mi-
nogue and Raye, all chosen by King
Charles III.

“The King’s Music Room” on
Apple Music Radio features Charles
talking about songs from around the
56-nation Commonwealth that have
formed the soundtrack of his life,
from 1930s standards to disco, reg-
gae and Afrobeats.

Recorded in the king’s office at
Buckingham Palace, it’s being re-
leased as “an interesting and inno-
vative way” to celebrate Common-
wealth Day, Charles said. Apple did
not reveal the full playlist ahead of
the show’s release on Monday. In
the past, Charles has cited songs
by Three Degrees, Barbra Strei-
sand, Edith Piaf, Leonard Cohen
and Miriam Makeba as among his
favorites. (AP)

One-of-a-kind portrait of England’s 9-day queen revealed

izes in dendrochronology, or the dating of tree
rings. It said there is enough evidence to raise the
question: “Could this mysterious portrait be Lady
Jane Grey?”

Among the evidence presented, English Her-
itage said the tree-dating points to the wooden
panel having been constructed between 1539 and
around 1571 - Jane is believed to have been born
in 1536 or 1537 and was executed in early 1554.
It also said the back of the panel displays a mer-
chant or cargo mark, identical to one used on a
royal portrait of King Edward VI, who, in an ul-
timately tragic turn, anointed his first cousin once
removed as his successor.

It also noted a “striking change” in the eyes of
the sitter to the left rather than the right and that at
some point, the eyes, mouth and ears were delib-

erately scratched out. In addition, it said the sitter
was likely wearing a more elaborate costume.

Rachel Turnbull, English Heritage’s Senior
Collections Conservator, said the evidence points
to the possibility that “we are looking at the shad-
ows of a once more royal portrait of Lady Jane
Grey, toned down into subdued, Protestant mar-
tyrdom after her death.”

Jane was bright, reportedly spoke multiple lan-
guages and a big fan of Plato. But it was her com-
mitment to Protestantism that interested Edward VL.

Edward VI, the only surviving son of Henry
VIII, was the first monarch to be raised a Prot-
estant after his father split from Rome in order
to divorce his first wife Catherine of Aragon. His
mother was Henry’s third wife, Jane Seymour,
who Lady Jane was named after.
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¢ Violence is just part of the job. Every nurse and health care worker experi-
ences it at some point.;

Sentiments like this echo across American hospitals and health care facilities,
capturing a disturbing and growing reality. Though Americans think of nursing
as the most trusted profession, we often fail to see that it’s also one of the most
dangerous.

An alarming 8 in 10 nurses face violence at work. As a result, health care
workers are more than four times as likely to be injured by workplace violence
than workers in all other industries combined.

Despite these staggering numbers, the full extent of this epidemic may not
be fully understood because nurses and other health care workers chronically
underreport violent encounters. The American Nurses Association estimates
that only 20% to 60% of incidents are accounted for. Additionally, there is no
agreed-upon definition for workplace violence or clear way of tracking it on a
national level.

As a practicing bedside nurse, I have experienced my fair share of workplace
violence. My work shows that violence has become a normalized but underre-
ported part of working in health care and that it affects the care patients receive
in pervasive ways.

When people think about workplace violence, they often imagine dramatic
physical assaults. Assaults do happen, but violence directed at workers can take

A silent epidemic in health care profession

‘What makes defining and measuring workplace violence especially difficult
in health care settings is the range of people involved. Violence may stem from
patients, their families, co-workers or even disgruntled members of the public.

Nurses and health care staff work with people during incredibly stressful
moments in their lives. Sometimes patients are experiencing medical condi-
tions that may cause them to act out or be confused, such as dementia, delirium,
psychosis or even postoperative reactions to anesthesia.

Some health care organizations use vague definitions, such as “workplace
violence is any violent act or threat of violence,” while nursing organizations
advocate for tiered definitions delineating between perpetrator and intent.

Employees

Although not all employees can recite their organization’s official definition
of workplace violence, ask a nurse whether they have ever experienced a threat-
ening situation at work and they will likely have stories at the ready. In my 14
years of nursing practice, nurses shared many different types of threatening
encounters. They reported being screamed at by distraught visitors and having
their hair and wrists grabbed by patients who are trying to bite or spit at them. I
have personally experienced having objects thrown at me from across the room
and being threatened with retribution by patients’ family members.

Nurses also shared more extreme experiences in which they or their co-work-
ers were injured in the course of trying to simply deliver care. Many described
the emotional impact of watching a co-worker hurt badly enough to require
medical attention. From my observations, it’s not just the major incidents but
the countless small threats or insensitive behaviors that add up over a nurse’s
career. These seemingly less-threatening events are much harder to document,
and many nurses shrug them off, but the small infractions take a toll when they

ow violence against nurses aftects health care

The medical-surgical nursing unit at the hospital where I did my project has a
healthy and supportive culture. Yet in my ongoing doctoral work, which will be
published in May, of the 74% percent of staff that acknowledged experiencing
workplace violence in the past year, only 30% reported the event.

When nurses stay silent, whether from fear, futility or institutional pressure,
violence becomes an accepted part of the job. Without accurate data, health
care facilities don’t understand the true extent of the problem, can’t implement
effective safety measures, and struggle to support their workers in meaning-
ful ways. There are common themes as to why nurses underreport violence.
Some nurses think reporting does not make a difference. Others find the lack
of clarity in defining workplace violence or reporting policies demotivating and
confusing.

Nurses also report a lack of support from management, a fear of reprisal or a
sense of shame when reporting. Commonly, many nurses simply find reporting
tools to be too difficult and time-consuming to use. For health care workers, the
consequences extend far beyond physical injuries.

Workplace violence in all its forms contributes to anxiety, depression or
PTSD, as well as job dissatisfaction. Dangerous workplace violence trends are
a contributing factor in 55% of health care workers feeling burned out and 18%
of newly licensed registered nurses leaving the profession within the first year.

That is a huge problem, considering that the United States is projected to
have 193,100 nursing job openings per year until 2032, yet will produce only
roughly 177,400 new nurses in that time frame. This also has vast repercussions
for patient care.

During my nursing career, I observed my peers developing complex strate-
gies to protect themselves while trying to provide compassionate care. Like me,
they tended to carefully position themselves near doorways, maintained con-
stant awareness of their surroundings and silently assessed each new interaction

many other forms, including verbal threats, intimidation, sexual aggression and
bullying.

happen repeatedly.

A culture of silence makes such incidents hard to track.

for potential risks. (AP)
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A dancer holds a baby as he performs during Ramadan festival at the his-
torical castle of Sidon, south of Lebanon, Friday, March 7. (AP)

40 hospitals targeted, 7 closed

Lebanon’s health care system
stays resilient through crisis

BEIRUT, March 10, (KUNA): Despite big burden caused by recent war, which
killed over 6,000 people and injured 16,638 others while displacing 2.2 million
person, the Lebanese health sector continued providing care for hundreds of thou-
sands of internally displaced persons (IDPs).

The health sector was a victim as well. The Health Ministry said 222 health care
workers were killed and 330 others wounded, while 40 hospitals were targeted by
the Israeli occupation forces, forcing seven of them to close. Fifty-six primary care
centers closed as well.

However, the health sector showed flexibility in dealing with these develop-
ments despite severe financial crisis since 2019.

Former Health Minister Dr. Feras Abyadh, in remarks to the national news
agency (NNA), said the strategic plan of the health sector, part of the 2030 vision,
enabled it address complex challenges during the aggression.

“When the war broke out,” he said, the emergency operations center was ready
and carried out operations “in an organized and systematic manner.”

The center, said Abyadh, immediately began preparations of hospitals and in-
deed trained 5,000 doctors, nurses, health workers and paramedics to deal with
urgent health situations, and how to coordinate between the ministry, hospitals and
teams to receive large amount of injured people.”

He underlined importance of coordination and distribution of tasks, citing at-
tacks in which pagers were detonated, and the center coordinated among 90 hospi-
tals and 1,200 ambulances to receive more than 3,500 injured persons.

The national health strategy, said Abyadh, succeeded in providing health care
for 2.2 million IDPs, especially those with chronic diseases, distributing two mil-
lion medications in 10 days.

He said the contingency plan secured strategic storage of medicine, so there
was no need to import drugs when Rafiq Al-Hariri airport was closed. “There was
no medicine shortage, and the quantity would honor Lebanon’s need five months
after the war ended.

“The Ministry of Health did not deal with the war against Lebanon as a reac-
tion but in line with a major strategic plan which produced another strategic plan
designed for war,” he said.

On the other hand, the Health Ministry succeeded in other programs in 2024,
like a cancer program through which necessary, yet expensive, medications were
provided in a regular manner thus preventing any delays.

Skin reactions

Singapore warns
on modafinil use

SINGAPORE, March 10, (Xinhua):
Singapore Monday issued a public
alert urging individuals not to con-
sume modafinil or armodafinil without
medical supervision, following nine
reported cases of severe skin reactions
over the past year.

Modafinil and armodafinil are po-
tent medications that should only be
prescribed by a doctor and used under
strict medical supervision, the Health
Sciences Authority (HSA) said in a
statement. The agency warned that the
inappropriate use of these substances
to enhance alertness or concentration
could pose serious health risks.

Between February 2024 and Febru-
ary 2025, nine individuals aged 18 to
57 obtained modafinil and armodafinil
from street vendors or acquaintances
and took them without a prescription.

Six of the affected individuals de-
veloped Stevens-Johnson syndrome,
a life-threatening condition character-
ized by blistering and severe peeling
of the skin and mucous membranes.
Three others suffered toxic epidermal
necrolysis, a more severe form of the
syndrome. One case involved a man
in his 20s who experienced extensive
blistering, covering 60 percent of his
body. Most of the affected individuals
are recovering, and no fatalities have
been reported.
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Traditional medicine: The 20th
Chinese medical team for Malta from
the Mediterranean Regional Cen-
tre for Traditional Chinese Medicine
(MRCTCM) provided free clinical ser-
vices to residents in Cospicua, eastern
Malta, on Sunday.

During the event, the medical team
conducted blood pressure and blood
sugar checks, offered personalized
health advice, and donated medical
supplies. Peter Gauci, 89, expressed
interest in trying acupuncture to re-
lieve his neck pain. He told Xinhua
that he has been using safflower oil for
pain relief. “It helps me, and I will con-
tinue to use it,” he said.

Amadeo Brincat, 33, thanked the
Chinese doctors for their health ad-
vice regarding his back pain. He told
Xinhua that he has received traditional
Chinese medicine (TCM) treatments,
including acupuncture, several times
and has experienced significant im-
provement.

Imperfect malaria vaccines continue

US aid cuts weaken fight against
Africa’s deadliest disease malaria

KAMPALA, Uganda, March 10, (AP):
Malaria season begins this month in
a large part of Africa. No disease is
deadlier on the continent, especially
for children. But the Trump admin-
istration’s decision to terminate 90%
of USAID’s foreign aid contracts has
local health officials warning of catas-
trophe in some of the world’s poorest
communities.

Dr. Jimmy Opigo, who runs Ugan-
da’s malaria control program, told The
Associated Press that USAID stop-
work orders issued in late January left
him and others “focusing on disaster
preparedness.” The US is the top bi-
lateral funder of anti-malaria efforts in
Africa.

Anti-malarial medicines and insec-
ticide-treated bed nets to help control
the mosquito-borne disease are “like
our groceries,” Opigo said. “There’s
got to be continuous supply.”

As those dwindle with the US-ter-
minated contracts, he expects a rise in
cases later this year of severe malaria,
which includes problems like organ
failure. There is no cure. Vaccines
being rolled out in parts of Africa are
imperfect but are expected to largely
continue with the support of a global
vaccine alliance.

Deaths

The Washington-based Malaria No
More says new modeling shows that
just a year of disruption in the malar-
ia-control supply chain would lead to
nearly 15 million additional cases and
107,000 additional deaths globally. It
has urged the Trump administration to
“restart these life-saving programs be-
fore outbreaks get out of hand.”

Africa’s 1.5 billion people account-
ed for 95% of an estimated 597,000
malaria deaths worldwide in 2023, ac-
cording to the World Health Organiza-
tion.

Health workers in the three African
nations most burdened by malaria - Ni-
geria, Congo and Uganda - described a
cascade of effects with the end of most
US government support.

The U.S. has provided hundreds of
millions of dollars every year to the
three countries alone through the US-
AID-led President’s Malaria Initiative.

A woman waits to have the malaria vaccine R21/Matrix-M administered to
her child at the comprehensive Health Centre in Agudama-Epie, in Yena-
goa, Nigeria, Monday, Dec. 9, 2024. (AP)

The U.S. funding has often been
channeled through a web of non-gov-
ernmental organizations, medical char-
ities and faith-based organizations in
projects that made malaria prevention
and treatment more accessible, even
free, especially for rural communities.

Uganda in 2023 had 12.6 mil-
lion malaria cases and nearly 16,000
deaths, many of them children under
5 and pregnant women, according to
WHO. Opigo said the U.S. has been
giving between $30 million and $35
million annually for malaria control.
He didn’t say which contracts have
been terminated but noted that field
research was also affected.

Some of the USAID funding in
Uganda paid for mosquito-spraying
operations in remote areas. Those op-
erations were supposed to begin in
February ahead of the rainy season,
when stagnant water becomes breeding
ground for the wide-ranging anopheles
mosquito. They have been suspended.

“We have to spray the houses before
the rains, when the mosquitoes come
to multiply,” Opigo said.

Already, long lines of malaria pa-
tients can be seen outside clinics in
many areas every year. Malaria ac-
counts for 30% to 50% of outpatient
visits to health facilities across the

country, according to Uganda National
Institute of Public Health.

Nigeria records a quarter of the
world’s malaria cases. But authorities
have reduced malaria-related deaths
there by 55% since 2000 with the sup-
port of the U.S. and others.

That support is part of the $600
million in health assistance the west
African country received from the US
in 2023, according to US Embassy
figures. It was not immediately clear
whether all of that funding has stopped.

The President’s Malaria Initiative
has supported Nigeria’s malaria re-
sponse with nearly 164 million fast-
acting medicines, 83 million insecti-
cide-treated bed nets, over 100 million
rapid diagnostic tests, 22 million pre-
ventive treatments in pregnancy and
insecticide for 121,000 homes since
2011, the embassy says.

In Congo, US government funding
has contributed about $650 million to-
wards malaria control since 2010.

Now, some of the successes in fight-
ing malaria in Congo are being threat-
ened, which will complicate already
difficult efforts to identify and track
disease outbreaks across the vast coun-
try as supplies and expertise for ma-
laria testing are affected.
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Clippers sweep Kings with dramatic OT victory

Cavs rely on scoring balance to beat Bucks for 14th straight win

INGLEWOOD, Calif., March 10, (AP): Kawhi Leonard’s
hook shot at the buzzer lifted the Los Angeles Clippers
over the Sacramento Kings 111-110 in overtime on Sun-

day night to tighten their grip on eighth place in the West.

Leonard dribbled to the top of the key with 21.6 seconds remaining and
let the clock tick down before making his winning move through defend-
ers in the lane. The ball bounced on the rim before going in. He finished
with 17 points.

James Harden had 29 points, nine rebounds and 11 assists for the Clippers,
who won their third in a row. Ivica Zubac had 22 points and 14 rebounds.

DeMar DeRozan had 31 points and 10 assists and Zach LaVine added 30
points for the ninth-place Kings. They fell to 0-3 against the Clippers this
season. Jonas Valanciunas had 17 rebounds.

Harden hit a jumper in the lane to tie the game 97-97 with 11.9 seconds
remaining in regulation. LaVine missed a jumper from the right side as time
expired to force the five-minute extra session.

Cavaliers 112, Bucks 100

In Milwaukee, Max Strus had 17 points to lead a balanced scoring attack as
the NBA-leading Cleveland Cavaliers defeated the Milwaukee Bucks for their
14th consecutive victory.

The Cavs became just the second team to win 14 straight while scoring
at least 110 points in each of those games. The only other time that hap-
pened was in 1986, when the Boston Celtics did it on their way to winning
a title.

Milwaukee’s Giannis Antetokounmpo scored 30 points and moved into
50th place on the NBA’s career scoring list. He increased his career total to
20,077 to pass Tom Chambers, who scored 20,049 from 1981-98.

Pistons 119, Trail Blazers 117

In Portland, Cade Cunningham scored 28 points, Tobias Harris added 20
points on 9-0f-13 shooting and the Detroit Pistons defeated the Portland Trail
Blazers.

Jalen Duren finished with 18 points and 12 rebounds for Detroit (36-29).

The Pistons took the lead for good when Isaiah Stewart scored inside to
make it 33-32 early in the second quarter and Cunningham made a layup that
pushed Detroit’s lead to 92-74 with 3:08 remaining in the third.

Timberwolves 141, Spurs 124

In Minneapolis, Anthony Edwards scored 25 points on 10-for-15 shooting
to lead the Minnesota Timberwolves past the San Antonio Spurs for their fifth
consecutive victory and highest score this season.

Naz Reid had 20 points and seven rebounds and Julius Randle added 14
points, 10 assists and seven rebounds for the Timberwolves, who never trailed
on their way to a season-best eight games above the .500 mark (37-29).

Grizzlies 107, Pelicans 104

In New Orleans, Ja Morant scored 32 points and Desmond Bane added 30
to lead the Memphis Grizzlies past the New Orleans Pelicans.

Morant also had six assists and three steals for the Grizzlies, who trailed
64-57 at halftime.

Trey Murphy III scored 27 points for the Pelicans. Karlo Matkovic added
13 points and 11 rebounds.

Morant missed one free throw, but then made his second with 6.2 seconds
left to make it a three-point game. Jose Alvarado and Kelly Olynyk missed
3-point attempts for the Pelicans to try to force overtime.

76ers 126, Jazz 122

In Philadelphia, Lonnie Walker IV and Quentin Grimes scored 25 points
apiece and the Philadelphia 76ers earned a 126-122 victory over the Utah
Jazz.
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Walker added 11 rebounds and five assists in 34 minutes off the bench for
the 76ers (22-41). Grimes made going 6 of 13 from the floor, including 4 for
9 from 3-point range, and 9 for 9 from the free-throw line while adding six
assists.

Kyle Filipowski led the way for the Jazz (15-49) with 25 points, seven
rebounds and three steals. Keyonte George added 25 points, six rebounds and
three steals for Utah.

Thunder 127, Nuggets 103

In Oklahoma, City Shai Gilgeous-Alexander scored 40 points and the Okla-
homa City Thunder defeated the Denver Nuggets in a matchup between the
top two teams in the Western Conference.

Gilgeous-Alexander had eight assists and made all eight of his free throws
for the West-leading Thunder, who won their seventh straight game and im-
proved to 53-11. Jalen Williams added 26 points, nine rebounds and eight
assists.

Denver’s Nikola Jokic, who along with Gilgeous-Alexander is a top con-
tender in the NBA MVP race, had 24 points, 13 rebounds and nine assists. He
was coming off the league’s first 30-20-20 triple-double in his team’s 149-141
overtime victory over the Phoenix Suns on Friday night.

Suns 125, Mavericks 116

In Dallas, Devin Booker scored 24 points, Kevin Durant had 21 points,
nine rebounds and eight assists and the Phoenix Suns beat the injury-depleted
Dallas Mavericks.

Bradley Beal scored 19 points and Grayson Allen added 17 as the Suns
pulled within 1 1/2 games of Dallas for the 10th seed in the Western Confer-
ence, the final spot in the play-in tournament.

Naji Marshall had a career high for the second consecutive game with 34
points for the Mavericks, the defending West champs who were down to sev-
en healthy players by the end of the game.

Dallas Mavericks forward Kessler Edwards, right, goes up for a basket against Phoenix Suns center Nick Richards ~ Oklahoma City Thunder guard Aaron Wiggins, left, tries to get to the ball before Denver Nuggets forward Zeke

during the first half of an NBA basketball game in Dallas. (AP)

Nnaji, right, during the second half of an NBA basketball game in Oklahoma City. (AP)

Garcia tops LIV Golf Hong Kong

Henley makes late charge to win at Bay Hill

ORLANDO, Fla., March 10, (AP): Rus-

was 13 strokes behind. It also was a

Larson finishes 3rd

Bell holds off Hamlin to win third
straight NASCAR Cup Series race

sell Henley delivered a late charge that
would have made Arnold Palmer proud,
capped off by chipping in for eagle on
the 16th hole to rally with a 2-under 70
at Bay Hill on Sunday for the biggest
victory of his career.

Henley trailed Collin Morikawa by
three shots with five holes to play in
the Arnold Palmer Invitational when
it all changed with a pair of two-shot
swings.

Morikawa missed the green on the
par-3 14th hole and took bogey, while
Henley hit his tee shot to just inside 10
feet for birdie, cutting the deficit to one
shot. Nothing was more stunning than
the par-5 16th hole, however.

Morikawa laid up from a fairway
bunker and hit wedge to 18 feet. Henley
went through the green to thick rough
and had to chip from more than 50 feet
away down the slope to a front pin on
a green that was yellow, looking as
though it barely had any grass.

It was racing toward the hole when it
smacked into the pin and dropped for ea-
gle, giving him the lead for the first time
all day when Morikawa failed to convert
his birdie putt.

Henley finished with two pars and
Morikawa, who closed with a 72,
couldn’t catch him.

Corey Conners opened with 15
straight pars, made one birdie in his
round of 71, and finished two shots
behind. The consolation prize for the
Canadian was earning the one spot
available this week in the British Open
this summer at Royal Portrush.

Henley finished at 11-under 277 and

Russell Henley holds the championship trophy after winning the Arnold

Palmer Invitational at Bay Hill golf tournament in Orlando, Fla. (AP)

earned $4 million from the $20 million
purse. It was his fifth career win on the
PGA Tour, though never against a field
this strong. The victory moves him to
No. 7 in the world.

Sergio Garcia made an early eagle
to pull ahead and then produced four
straight birdies around the turn, closing
with a 7-under 63 for a three-shot vic-
tory over Dean Burmester at LIV Golf
Hong Kong.

Garcia won his second LIV title, hav-
ing won on home soil at Andalucia last
year.

Burmester shot a 62, while 54-year-
old Phil Mickelson had a 64 and finished
alone in third place, four shots behind.
Mickelson had his best finish in the

Saudi-funded league, and his first top 10
since the third event last year in Jeddah.

Garcia and his Fireballs won the team
competition.

Rio Takeda of Japan shot 8-under 64
to win the Blue Bay LPGA by six shots
over Minjee Lee of Australia for her sec-
ond LPGA Tour title.

The 21-year-old Takeda finished on
17-under 271, starting with three rounds
at 69. Lee closed with a 67 to finish on
277, with Ayaka Furue of Japan another
shot back after a 68.

Takeda won her first LPGA title four
months ago, taking the Toto Japan Clas-
sic in a six-hole sudden-death playoft.

Jeeno Thitikul, the LPGA’s No.
2-ranked player, closed with a 74 and

disappointing tournament for Ruoning
Yin of China. She is ranked No. 4 but
finished with a 73 and was 19 shots off
the winning pace.

Karl Vilips of Australia ran off three
straight birdies to break out of an un-
expected duel and played his best golf
down the stretch for an 8-under 64 to
win the Puerto Rico Open, his first PGA
Tour victory in just his third start as a
pro.

The victory gets him into The Play-
ers Championship next week and the
PGA Championship in May, along
with a two-year exemption on the
PGA Tour.

Vilips responded to a sensational
charge by Rasmus Neergaard-Petersen
of Denmark, who birdied six straight
holes to start the back nine and closed
with a 63. The Dane briefly took the lead
when Vilips made a bogey on the 12th
hole with a wedge from the fairway.

Vilips birdied the next three holes,
including a nifty pitch to set up birdie
on the par-5 14th hole to regain the lead,
and a tee shot to 5 feet for birdie on the
par-3 15th.

Steven Alker won the Cologuard
Classic for his ninth PGA Tour Cham-
pions title, beating Long Island club
pro Jason Caron with a 12-foot birdie
putt on the first hole of a playoff at La
Paloma Country Club.

Alker and Caron each shot 5-under 66
to finish at 12-under 201. Alker played
the back nine in 5 under with an eagle
on the par-5 11th and birdies on Nos. 15-
17. Caron birdied the final three holes of
regulation.

Ronnow the hero as Union claims unlikely win

BERLIN, March 10, (AP): Frederik Ronnow saved a
last-minute penalty for Union Berlin to beat Eintracht
Frankfurt 2-1 and stay away from the Bundesliga’s rel-

egation zone.

Hugo Ekitiké had the chance to equalize from the
spot in the fifth minute of stoppage time after Union de-
fender Diogo Leite was penalized for hand ball through
a VAR check. However, his shot was too central and

Ronnow preserved Union’s win.

It ended Union’s three-game losing run and kept it
six points above the relegation zone with nine rounds

remaining.

“The hard part is producing these performances con-

sistently,” Union captain Christopher Trimmel said.
“So I'm happy but don’t want to get carried away. It
was a good step, but there’s still some way to go.”
Michy Batshuayi scored with Frankfurt’s first op-
portunity in the 13th minute after Rasmus Kristensen’s
initial shot was blocked by a defender. It fell kindly for
Batshuayi to shoot inside the left post for his first goal
for Frankfurt since his winter switch from Galatasaray.
After a lackluster first half, Union coach Steffen
Baumgart sent on Benedict Hollerbach and Andras
Schifer to boost his team’s attacking threat in the 55th.
Counterpart Dino Toppmoller followed suit by
sending on Mario Gotze and Ekitiké in the 60th, but

drama.
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the visitors equalized two minutes later when Leopold
Querfeld headed in from Trimmel’s corner for his first
goal for Union.

South Korean forward Jeong Woo-yeong scored
what proved to be the winner in the 78th - seven min-
utes after going on as a substitute.

Hollerbach thought he’d scored the third in the 87th,
but that goal was ruled out after a VAR check for a
hand-ball by Schifer. It wasn’t the end of the VAR

Frankfurt dropped to fourth after its third successive
Bundesliga defeat. Toppmoller’s team previously lost
4-1 to Bayer Leverkusen and 4-0 to Bayern Munich.

AVONDALE, Ariz., March 10, (AP):
Christopher Bell was just ahead of Joe
Gibbs Racing teammate Denny Ham-
lin after a late restart, in good position
to win his third straight NASCAR Cup
Series race.

Another restart led to some tense mo-
ments - enough to make his team owner
feel a bit queasy.

Bell survived a late drag race with
Hamlin to become the first NASCAR
Cup Series driver to win three straight
races in the NextGen car, edging his
teammate by 0.049 seconds to win the
second-closest race in Phoenix Raceway
history on Sunday.

Bell started 11th in the 312-mile race
after winning at Atlanta and Circuit of
America the previous two weeks. The
JGR driver moved toward the front early
and remained there most of the after-
noon, taking the lead out of the pits on
a late caution.

Bell stayed out front on two late re-
starts, holding off his teammate by the
nose of his car on the final one to become
the first driver to win three straight rac-
es since Kyle Larson in 2021. He’s the
fourth driver in Cup Series history to win
three times in the first four races - first
since Kevin Harvick in 2018.

The Phoenix race was the first since
Richmond last year to give teams two
sets of option tires. The option red tires
have much better grip, but start to fall
off after about 35 laps, creating an added
strategic element.

A handful of racers went to the red
tires early - Joey Logano and Ryan
Preece among them - and it paid off with
runs to the lead before falling back.

Bell was among those who had a set of
red tires left for the final stretch and used
it to his advantage, pulling away from
Hamlin on a restart with 17 laps left.

Another caution made it closer than
Bell and his team would have liked.

Hamlin pulled alongside Bell’s No. 20
Toyota over the final two laps after the
restart and seemed to be slightly ahead
at the white flag. The teammates bumped
a couple times while jockeying for posi-
tion, but Bell barely managed to keep
ahead of Hamlin, crossing the checkered
flag with a wobble for his 12th career
Cup Series win. He led 105 laps.

Kyle Larson finished third, Josh Berry
fourth and Chris Buescher rounded out

Christopher Bell celebrates after

winning a NASCAR Cup Series

at Phoenix Raceway in Avondale,
Ariz. (AP)

the top five.

Katherine Legge became the first
woman to race on the Cup Series since
Danica Patrick at the Daytona 500 seven
years ago.

Her race didn’t get off to a great start.
The end wasn’t great, either.

Fighting a tight car, Legge got loose
coming out of turn 2 and spun her No.
78 Chevrolet, forcing her to make a pit
stop. She dropped to the back of the field
and had a hard time making up ground
before bumping another car and spinning
again on lap 215, taking out Daniel Su-
arez with her.

Legge couldn’t return and finished
30th.

“We made some changes to the car
overnight and they were awful,” Legge
said. “I was just hanging on to it.”

Logano started on the front row in his
first race back at Phoenix Raceway since
capturing his third Cup Series at the track
last fall.

A mistake on an early restart dropped
the Team Penske driver to the back of
the field. Trying to get a jump on Byron,
Logano barely dipped his No. 22 Ford
below the yellow line at the start/finish.
NASCAR officials reviewed the restart
and forced him to take a pass through on
pit road as the entire field passed him on
the track.

“No way,” Logano said on his radio.
“That’s freakin’ ridiculous.”

China women’s saher team ends drought

HERAKLION, Greece, March 10, (Xinhua): China’s wom-
en’s saber team clinched gold at the FIE World Cup here on
Sunday, marking their first triumph in the event since 2011.

With a young squad featuring 26-year-old Fu Ying and
three promising athletes born in the 2000s - Rao Xueyi,
Zhang Xinyi, and Wei Jiayi - the Chinese team showcased
its skill and determination throughout the tournament. Af-
ter a first-round bye, China eased past Italy 45-36 and then
edged Paris Olympic champion Ukraine and silver medalist
South Korea both 45-40 to reach the final.

In the title showdown against France, Fu established an
early lead before the match evolved into a nail-biting duel.

Trailing one point entering the final bout, 20-year-old Rao
staged a stunning comeback by scoring four consecutive
points to seal a 45-42 victory.

“I’'m very happy to win the championship. We faced tough
opponents today, but we didn’t give up. Regardless of being
ahead or behind, we approached each point with serious-
ness,” said Rao, who earlier this season claimed individual
gold at the Budapest Junior World Cup. The rising star also
anchored China’s Asian Championship team title in 2024.

“We executed our preparations perfectly today. This gold
reflects our collective dedication in training,” said Fu, who
celebrated her maiden world title.
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Atletico misses chance to retake lead

Mbappé and Vinicius score as Real joins Barcelona at top of La Liga

MADRID, March 10, (AP): Kylian Mbappé and Vinicius Janior scored
goals in a five-minute span in the first half and Real Madrid held on to
beat Rayo Vallecano 2-1 and move level on points with Barcelona at the
top of the Spanish league.

Mbappé scored in the 30th minute and Vinicius doubled the lead in
the 34th to give Madrid the same 57 points as Barcelona, which had its
match against Osasuna postponed after the death of first-team doctor Car-
les Mifarro Garcia.

There was a moment of silence at Madrid’s Santiago Bernabeu Sta-
dium in honor of the Barcelona doctor.

Barcelona remains ahead of Madrid on the head-to-head tiebreaker.

“It’s a nice feeling because the goal was to get the three points,” Ma-
drid coach Carlo Ancelotti said. “We could have been up 3-0 in the first
half but it ended 2-1. And in the second half we had opportunities to go
up 3-1.”

Rayo hit back with a goal from Pedro Diaz in first-half stoppage time.
It hasn’t won in four straight league matches, with three losses and a
draw.

Ancelotti rotated his squad ahead of Wednesday’s match at Atletico
Madrid in the round of 16 of the Champions League. Madrid won the
first match 2-1.

Ancelotti substituted both Mbappé and Rodrygo on Sunday.

“I had no problem replacing the forwards,” he said. “We needed to

defend toward the end of the match.”

Atletico wasted a chance to retake the league lead after conceding two
late goals in a 2-1 loss at Getafe.

Diego Simeone’s team scored first with a penalty kick converted by
Alexander Sorloth in the 75th, but it couldn’t hold on to the lead after
Angel Correa was sent off with a straight red card for a hard foul.

Midfielder Mauro Arambarri equalized for the hosts in the 88th and
scored the winner two minutes into stoppage time.

Correa was initially shown a yellow card but video review changed it
to a red card. The forward was seen insulting the referee after being sent
off and later apologized on social media.

Atletico is one point behind Madrid and Barcelona.

Fourth-placed Athletic Bilbao was frustrated by a 1-1 home draw with
Mallorca.

Antonio Raillo put the visitors ahead in the 56th and Nico Williams
equalized a couple of minutes later.

Sixth-placed Real Betis defeated 10-man Las Palmas 1-0 with a 65th-
minute goal from Diego Llorente. The visitors played a man down after
Dério Essugo was sent off in the 61st.

Sevilla won 1-0 at Real Sociedad thanks to a 46th-minute goal by
Chidera Ejuke in a match between midtable clubs.

Sociedad hasn’t won in four matches in all competitions. Sevilla had
lost two in a row.

Real Madrid’s Kyllan Mbappe, right, challenges for the ball with Rayo’s Pedro Diaz
during the Spanish La Liga soccer match between Real Madrid and Rayo Vallecano

at the Santiago Bernabeu stadium in Madrid, Spain. (AP)

St. Louis City keeps Galaxy winless

Man Utd holds Arsenal to extend
Liveprool’s lead in Premier League

l‘-.

Chelsea moves up to fourth

Manchester United’s Rasmus Hojlund, front, controls the ball under pressure by Arsenal’s William Saliba during the English Premier League soccer
match between Manchester United and Arsenal at Old Trafford stadium in Manchester, England. (AP)

LONDON, March 10, (AP): A stun-
ning double save from David Raya
denied Bruno Fernandes a dramatic
late winner for Manchester Unit-
ed against Arsenal in the Premier

League on Sunday.

Raya’s heroics salvaged a 1-1 draw for Arse-
nal at Old Trafford but its Premier League title
looks all but out of reach with runaway leader
Liverpool 15 points clear at the top of the stand-
ings.

“I'don’t want (to) say that, but today the frustra-
tion is that we haven’t won our game. We know
the urgency and we are obligated to win every
single match,” Arsenal manager Mikel Arteta said
after watching his team drop points for a third
straight league game.

And it could have been worse for second-placed
Arsenal if not for Raya’s brilliance. In added time

the goalkeeper flung himself in front of Fer-
nandes’ effort from close range and then leapt to
his feet to claw the spinning ball away just before
it crossed the line.

Chelsea moved up to fourth in the standings af-
ter a 1-0 win against Leicester and Tottenham bat-
tled back from two goals down to draw 2-2 with
Bournemouth.

After fan protests in the street, United’s players
produced one of their most spirited performances
of the season to draw with Arsenal.

Thousands of United supporters marched in
unity to protest the club’s ownership before kick-
off. But on the field Ruben Amorim’s team pro-
duced a unified display of its own.

Fernandes fired home a free kick from around
20 yards in first-half added time and only a slew
of missed chances stopped United from extending
its lead after the break, with Joshua Zirkzee and
Noussair Mazraoui forcing saves from Raya.

Arsenal leveled through Declan Rice in the

74th, but needed Raya again to prevent Fernandes
late on.

Amorim accepted that United, which was forced
to cede possession for much of the game, will
have to be more adventurous if he is to achieve
his goal of returning the 20-time champion to the
summit of English and European soccer.

And he believes there’s another way to bring
the good times back to Old Trafford.

“What I can say is we need more Brunos, that
is clear,” the United head coach said. “Not just
the quality and the character, he makes some
mistakes, but in this league the availability is so
important and he is so decisive with and without
the ball.”

The draw moved United up to 14th in the 20-
team standings on 34 points. Last season the
once dominant United endured its worst league
campaign in 34 years when it finished in eighth
place. It is currently eight points off 10th-placed
Fulham.

Miami stays hot without Messi

FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla.,
March 10, (AP): Tadeo Allende
scored 17 seconds into the sec-
ond half and Inter Miami won its
third straight match without Lionel
Messi, beating Charlotte FC 1-0 on
Sunday.

Messi has not played since a win
over Sporting Kansas City on Feb.
25 because of what coach Javier
Mascherano has called fatigue. Still,
Miami fans shouted Messi’s name
throughout Sunday’s match, hoping
to get a look at the eight-time Ballon
d’Or winner in action. He remained
on the bench.

“For Leo, we thought at a point
in the game to give him some min-
utes,” Mascherano said through
an interpreter. “But as the game
progressed with one less man, we
thought the best (option) was to pre-
serve him and not risk him in that
case.”

Inter Miami won each of its pre-
vious two matches without him - a
4-1 win at Houston and a 2-0 vic-
tory over Cavalier FC in the first
leg of a CONCACAF Champions
Cup Round of 16. The second leg
will be on March 13 in Kingston,
Jamaica.

Catching Charlotte’s defense off
guard Sunday, Tomas Aviles sent
a long pass to Allende, who tapped
it behind him to Luis Sudrez. The
veteran striker sent it back to Al-
lende, who put Miami ahead with
his fourth goal of the season.

Allende has been a difference-
maker in his first season with Miami
with a goal in each of his last four
matches.

Miami goalkeeper Oscar Ustari
was sent off in the 38th minute for
committing a foul on Charlotte’s
Wilfried Zaha outside the box on
a goal-scoring opportunity. Backup
goalie Rocco Rios Novo replaced
sacrificed midfielder Benjamin Cre-
maschi and Miami played with 10
men the rest of the way.

Inter Miami has received an MLS-
high three red cards this season.

Miami remains unbeaten in
league play.

Roman Biirki made eight saves
while keeping his third consecutive
clean sheet to start the season and
St. Louis City kept the MLS Cup
champion LA Galaxy winless with
a 3-0 victory .

Cedric Teuchert, Marcel Hartel
and Simon Becher scored the first
goals of the season for St. Louis,
which began with two scoreless
draws before this win over the Gal-
axy that was less one-sided than the
score.

Biirki was outstanding in his 18th
career shutout for St. Louis, turn-
ing away every scoring attempt by
the injury-depleted Galaxy. The
standout Swiss keeper had to make
just one save in St. Louis’ first two
games combined.

The defending league champions
have scored just one goal in their
three losses this season without star
playmaker Riqui Puig and rampag-
ing forward Joseph Paintsil.

Both key components of last
year’s team are out indefinitely
with significant injuries, and LA
has been unable to compensate
even though healthy stars Gabriel
Pec and Marco Reus repeatedly
created scoring chances against St.
Louis.

Christian Ramirez had the Gal-
axy’s best chance in the first half,
but Biirki saved his left-footed shot
in the box.

Teuchert got St. Louis on the
board in the 44th minute, banging
home a rebound after a scramble in
LA’s box.

Hartel then connected a few min-
utes into the second half, taking a
pass from Teuchert and beating
Novak Micovic in the top left cor-
ner.

Pec missed a golden chance in the
64th minute, failing to hit a fairly
open net after a setup from Reus.
In the 74th minute, Reus got a free
kick past the St. Louis wall from
just outside the penalty area, but
Biirki swatted it away.

Inter Miami forward Tadeo Allende,

center, top, heads the ball over

Charlotte FC defender Nathan By-

re during the first half of an MLS

soccer match in Fort Lauderdale,
Fla. (AP)

Atalanta dominates Juventus

Napoli edges Fiorentina to keep
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MILAN, March 10, (AP): Napoli
kept up the pressure on Serie A leader
Inter Milan as it finally got back to
winning ways with a 2-1 victory over
Fiorentina.

Romelu Lukaku scored one and set
up the other for Giacomo Raspadori
to help Napoli move back to within
a point of Inter, which fought back
from two goals down to beat Monza
3-2.

Atalanta proved it is very much
among the fray with a statement
4-0 win at fourth-placed Juventus to
close the gap back to three points to
Inter.

According to statistics provider
Opta, it was the first time Juventus
had lost a league match at home by
four goals in nearly 60 years - since
a loss by the same score to Torino in
October 1967.

Atalanta’s title credentials will be
truly tested next weekend when it
hosts Inter.

Fiorentina’s hopes of making it
into the top four diminished after its
fourth loss in five league matches.

Napoli also came into the match
on a mediocre run, having drawn four
of its past five matches and losing the
other.

But the hosts took the lead in the

26th minute following great work
from Scott McTominay as he cut
inside from the left and unleashed a
shot that former Manchester United
teammate David de Gea could only
parry into the path of Lukaku, who
tapped in the rebound.

Giovanni Di Lorenzo hit the cross-
bar for Napoli as Fiorentina had De
Gea to thank for a number of impres-

sive saves that kept it in the match.
Napoli eventually doubled its lead
on the hour mark with a team move
that ended with Lukaku playing a
through ball for Raspadori to sweep
into the bottom right corner.
Fiorentina pulled one back six min-
utes later as a backheeled flick from
Moise Kean released Albert Gud-
mundsson to drill low into the near

Atalanta’s Charles De Ketelaere during the Serie A soccer match be-
tween Juventus and Atalanta at Allianz Stadium in Turin, Italy. (AP)

corner.

The match in Turin was a head-to-
head battle for third place, with just
three points separating Atalanta and
Juventus.

The league’s top scorer, Mateo
Retegui, gave Atalanta the lead in the
29th from the spot after United States
international Weston McKennie was
penalized for handball.

It was Retegui’s 22nd goal in Serie
A this season - seven more than near-
est challenger Kean.

A combination of the woodwork
and Juventus goalkeeper Michele Di
Gregorio prevented Atalanta from
doubling its lead on the stroke of half-
time but Marten de Roon did get the
visitors’ second within a minute of
the restart after Ademola Lookman’s
effort was parried.

Davide Zappacosta all but sealed
the match in the 66th and Lookman
capped a fantastic performance from
him and Atalanta 11 minutes later.

That started a mass exodus of
Juventus fans and the ones who re-
mained loudly booed the team at full
time.

Matias Soulé scored after only 22
seconds to set Roma on its way to a
1-0 win at relegation-threatened Em-
poli.
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Roma’s Tommaso Baldanzi,
left, and Empoli’s Viktor
Kovalenko in action during
the Serie A soccer match
between Empoli and Roma at
the ‘Carlo Castellani - Com-
puter Gross Arena’ Stadium
in Empoli, Italy. Roma won
1-0. (AP) - See Page 15
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Bosaleh team crowned with the tournament cup.

Bosaleh Diwaniya wins soccer championship

KUWAIT CITY, March 10: The Al
Rawda Association Ramadan Soc-
cer Championship 2025 concluded at
the Ajyal Center Sports Complex in
the Social Reform Society (Al Rawda
area), under the patronage of Moham-
med Al Kandari, Chairman of the
Board of Directors. The event was
attended by Board members Adel Al
Habshi and Omar Al Ansari, along
with General Manager Bassam Al
Badr. The championship featured the
participation of Kuwait National Team

and Al Qadsia Club’s international
goalkeeper Captain Nawaf Al Khalidi
“Al Jasoor”, as well as former Kuwait
National Team players, goalkeeper
Musab Al Kandari, dignitaries, media
representatives, and a large audience.

The final match saw Bosaleh Di-
waniya face off against Al Jasoor,
with Bosaleh Diwaniya emerging
victorious. Meanwhile, Al Jasoor
was recognized as the tournament’s
ideal team.

Tournament director Omar Al Ansa-

ri highlighted the high level of partici-
pation for the third consecutive year,
emphasizing the intense competition
that showcased the skill, performance,
and potential of the players. He also
noted the strong support from the Raw-
da and Hawally Cooperative Society’s
Board of Directors in promoting sports
and youth activities, particularly for
shareholders. Al Ansari stressed that
engaging in sports fosters cooperation,
camaraderie, and healthy competition
in a dynamic sporting atmosphere.
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The crowning of motorcycle champions at the Bahrain Superbike Championship.

Sheikh Sabah Dawood Al-Sabah praises Kuwaiti
riders’ success at Bahrain Superbike Champ’ship

MANAMA, March 10: Kuwait Mo-
torbikes and Motorcycles Sports Club
riders secured top positions at the Bah-
rain Superbike Championship, achiev-
ing remarkable success in two major
categories during the event at the Bah-
rain International Circuit in Manama.
Mohammed Al-Zaidan and Ali
Bushehri claimed first and second
place, respectively, in the 600cc cate-
gory, while Saud Al-Tawra triumphed

in the 1000cc category, marking an-
other milestone for the Kuwaiti team.
Sheikh Sabah Dawood Salman Al-Sa-
bah, the team manager of Kuwait Motor-
bikes and Motorcycles Club, praised the
exceptional performance of the riders,
highlighting their dedication to achieving
the best results for Kuwaiti motorcycling.
He emphasized that this success is the
outcome of the athletes’ hard work, skill
development, and thorough preparation

for the championship.

Sheikh Sabah commended the riders’
determination and competitive spirit,
which played a key role in this achieve-
ment. He noted that this victory not only
showcases their commitment to the sport
but also promotes the growth of motorcy-
cling in Kuwait, elevating the country’s
reputation on the international stage. He
concluded by congratulating the compet-
itors for their outstanding performance.

nstoppable India wins Champions Trophy

Indian players celebrate with the winners trophy after defeating New Zealand in the final cricket match of the ICC Champions Trophy at Dubai International

Cricket Stadium in Dubai, United Arab Emirates. (AP)

By Hassan Mosa
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, March 10:
Al-Qadsiya will face Al-Nasr
of the UAE at 10:00 pm this
at Mohammed Al-Hamad Sta-
dium in the second leg of the
Gulf Champions League semi-
finals.

Al-Qadsiya secured a nar-
row 1-0 win in the first leg,
although its performance in
the second half was less dom-
inant compared to the first.
The Yellows took advantage
of Al-Nasr being reduced to
10 players after striker Ali
Mabkhout received a red card
for a deliberate foul on Al-
Qadsiya’s defender, Rashid
Al-Dosari, in the first half.

This match is of great signifi-
cance to Al-Qadsiya, as it aims
to continue its strong run in
the tournament and fight for its

Soula takes part in Al-Qadsiya
training session.

third Gulf Champions League
title.

The team organized an in-
ternal camp; with head coach
Zeljko Petrovic focusing on en-
hancing the players’ readiness
and concentration. This will
ensure they put forth their best
effort to advance further in the
competition.

Libyan international Mo-
hamed Soula, who missed the
first leg due to injury, is likely
to feature in this match after
recovering and reaching peak
fitness.

Regardless of Soula’s par-
ticipation, Petrovic has a strong
squad, including key players
such as Bader Al-Mutawa, Is-
mail Khafi, Mehdi Berrahma,
Daniel Gibola, Rashid Al-Do-
sari, Eid Al-Rashidi, Khaled
Al-Rashidi, Khaled Ibrahim,
Adhbi Shehab, Abdullah Mu-
tawa, Abdulaziz Wadi, and Jas-

Al-Qadsiya seeks to defend advantage against Al-Nasr

sim Al-Matar.

On the other hand, Al-Nasr
is determined to reverse the re-
sult and improve on its perfor-
mance from the first leg, where
it squandered several opportu-
nities in the second half.

German coach  Alfred
Schroeder has named a
23-player squad for the match,
which includes Ahmed Sham-
bih, Abdulrahman Al-Ameri,
Abdulaziz Al-Ali, Gustavo
Alex, Mohammed Abdulrah-
man, Glauber Lima, Samir
Memisevic, Leroy Fer, Hus-
sein Sadiq, Ahmed Jashk,
Youssef Al-Ameri, Marwan
Azrakan, Abdullah Al-Ham-
madi, Maid Al-Taniji, Costin
Amzar, Mateus de Oliveira,
Othman Bousaid, Rashid Issa,
Moussa Ndiaye, Evans Am-
pofo, Nasser Al-Naimi, Sa-
lem Al-Sumaihi, and Rashid
Musabah.

Sharma leads chase with 76 runs

DUBAI, United Arab
Emirates, March 10, (AP):
India won another global
cricket tournament with
a four-wicket victory over
New Zealand in the Cham-
pions Trophy final.

Rohit Sharma led the chase with
76 runs off 83 balls and Lokesh
Rahul’s unbeaten 34 helped India
cross the finish line on 254-6 in 49
overs to win the Champions Tro-
phy for the third time.

Half-centuries from Daryl Mitchell
and Michael Bracewell earlier helped
New Zealand, which won the toss and
chose to bat first, put on 251-7 in its 50
overs on a slow, two-paced Dubai wicket.

Sharma provided a fiery start to In-
dia’s innings, with the India skipper
hitting seven fours and three sixes.
Hardik Pandya scored a run-a-ball 18,
putting on a crucial 38 runs off 36 balls
for the sixth wicket with Rahul.

Sharma was named player of the
match.

“We played really good cricket
throughout the tournament,” Sharma
said. “I wanted to bat in a different (ag-
gressive) way and having batting depth
gives you that freedom.”

It was India’s 23rd win in 24 games
across the last three men’s ICC events
stretching back to 2023 - the only loss
coming against Australia in the 2023
Cricket World Cup final.

India won the Twenty20 World Cup
final against South Africa last year.

Both sides have previously won this
tournament. India’s previous success
came in 2013 and it was runner-up
to Pakistan in 2017. It also shared the

trophy with Sri Lanka in 2002 after a
rain-affected two-day final.

New Zealand won the Champions
Trophy (then the ICC Knockout Tro-
phy) in 2000 - it beat India in the final
at Nairobi, Kenya. It remains the only
limited-overs ICC trophy in the Black
Caps’ cabinet.

All of India’s matches were played in
Dubai after the Indian government re-
fused permission for its team to go to of-
ficial host Pakistan on security grounds.

Sharma started with a six on the sec-
ond ball, a taste of what was to come.
Shubman Gill was watchful at the
other end - his 31 off 50 balls helping
to put on 105 in almost 19 overs with
Sharma for the first wicket.

Glenn Phillips got the breakthrough
with yet another sensational catch at
extra cover, as Gill was caught off New
Zealand captain Mitchell Santner (2-46).
It quickly became a double blow when
Bracewell (2-28) trapped Virat Kohli Ibw
for one with India now at 106-2.

New Zealand exerted pressure
which resulted in Sharma’s wicket - he
was out stumped off Rachin Ravindra
with the scorecard reading 122-3.

Shreyas lyer scored an invaluable
48 off 62 to push the innings ahead. He
added 61 off 75 with Axar Patel (29).

The game swung again when Iyer
was caught by Ravindra - another bril-
liant take - off Santner. Patel pushed
the score past 200, but then holed out
off Bracewell. That brought Rahul and
Pandya together with 51 needed off 51
balls - they were cautious but also took
calculated risks.

Pandya skied a catch close to the fin-
ish, but Rahul denied any other twist
to the game as India won its second
men’s ICC trophy in two years. Ravin-
dra Jadeja hit the winning boundary.

Kuwait’s Suwailem appointed head of
Saudi Handball Referees Committee

RIYADH, March 10: The Saudi Hand-
ball Federation has appointed Kuwaiti
international referee Jassim Suwailem
as the head of its referees committee,
marking him as the first Kuwaiti and
Gulf national to hold this prestigious
position.

This appointment follows Su-
wailem’s inclusion in the regulations
revision committee, which aims to
modernize systems and establish a
professional and sustainable future for
Saudi handball. The committee also
includes Dr. Ayman Al-Rifai as head,
along with Dr. Faisal Al-Obaidan,
Hussein Al-Anki, Youssef Al-Muta-
wa, and Faisal Abu Abdullah.

Previously, Suwailem served as the
head of the referees committee in the
Kuwait Handball Federation. As an
international referee, he has officiated
numerous high-profile matches in top
international and continental champi-
onships, garnering the experience and

Jassim Suwailem

trust that led the Saudi Federation to
appoint him to this key role. Addition-
ally, Suwailem is an international lec-
turer for referees.

Suwailem expressed his gratitude to
the Saudi Handball Federation for the
trust placed in him, pledging to col-
laborate with his committee colleagues
to further enhance the quality of Saudi
referees and elevate the standard of
handball in the kingdom.
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