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KUWAIT SPEEDS AHEAD WITH TRAFFIC LAW AWARENESS DRIVE

Tariff reform on horizon

Kuwait weighs bracketed
electricity, water pricing

By Mohammad Ghanem
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 23: The issuance of a decree-law, 
which cancels Law No. 79/1995 regarding fees and fi-
nancial costs for the use of public facilities and services, 
along with Decree No. 1/2025, stipulates that each entity 
will determine the fees and costs for the use of public 
facilities and services through a decision of the compe-
tent authority, in accordance with the law governing each 
entity, and with the approval of the Council of Ministers.

This decree raises an important question: Will the 
Ministry of Electricity, Water and Renewable Energy 
reconsider the electricity and water consumption tariffs 
and apply a bracket system to achieve cost recovery, 
while ensuring social justice and not negatively impact-
ing the minimum standard of living? This is particularly 
relevant given the annual deficit faced by the ministry, 
with expenses exceeding revenues by an average of KD 
1.5 to 2 billion annually, primarily allocated for energy 
support (oil, gas, and oils used in operating stations).

In response to this question, former minister of 
Electricity, Water and Renewable Energy Eng. Mo-
hammad Boushahri explained that the current electric-
ity and water tariffs are unfair, as they treat a citizen 
who owns a single house of 400 square meters the 
same as a citizen who owns a larger house. It also 
treats a citizen who owns a single house the same as 
one who owns a larger property.

The optimal solution to this issue is to implement 
the bracket system, following a comprehensive study 
of consumption patterns. This, in turn, requires com-
pleting the smart meter system in all housing sectors 
(private, investment, commercial, industrial, agricul-
tural, and governmental).

In a press statement, Eng. Boushahri explained that 
the aim of the newly issued decree is to deal with the 
ongoing economic and social changes and to increase 
flexibility in resource management. This necessitates a 
review of current electricity and water tariffs to achieve a 
reasonable level of cost recovery for electricity and water 
production. These costs, which range between KD 1.5 
billion and 2 billion annually, depend on the oil prices.

Continued on Page 5

Buckle up for tougher traffic fines
By Munif Naif

Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 23: The Ministry of Interior, through the General Department of 
Security Relations and Media and in collaboration with the General Traffic Department, 
announced the launch of a comprehensive awareness campaign to highlight the recent 

amendments to certain provisions of the Traffic Law following the issuance of Decree-Law 
No. 5/2025, which amends some provisions of Decree-Law No. 67/1976 regarding traffic.

The new amendments will take effect in 90 days on April 22, 2025, and the awareness campaign will continue 
until the law is fully implemented. The campaign aims to educate citizens and residents about the most important 

April 22 marks start of new amendments

Rare glimpse of the elusive Arabian red 
fox, or ‘Al-Husni,’ caught on camera in 
Kuwait’s desert, revealing its growing 
presence. (KUNA)

Al-Husni claws back more
ground as sightings surge

Committee revokes
citizenship of 3,856 

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 23, (KUNA): The Environment Pub-
lic Authority (EPA) has documented the spread of the Ara-
bian red fox, recognized as the largest of the Arabian foxes 
and is locally known as “Al-Husni,” across Kuwait’s desert 
regions.

Deputy Director General of the Technical Affairs Sector, 
Dr. Abdullah Al-Zaidan told KUNA on Thursday that the 
Arabian red fox was recently observed in northern areas, 
including North Salmi and Mutlaa, as well as the southern 
desert regions and natural reserves such as Al-Jahra Natural 
Reserve and Sabah Al-Ahmad Natural Reserve.

Al-Zaidan explained that wildlife cameras and drones 
were used to study this species, which is one of the most 
widespread desert mammals, in their natural habitat and 
their presence in the wild.

He noted that the Arabian red fox inhabits diverse en-
vironments, including mountains, coastlines, deserts, and 
open areas near urban centers, where food was available 
and easily accessible, the red fox is drawn to areas near 
camps and human settlements in its search for food.

Al-Zaidan highlighted that these carnivorous animals en-
dure harsh climatic conditions, with summer temperatures 
exceeding 50 Celsius and winter temperatures dropping to 
near zero, they are well-adapted to environmental and des-
ert changes.

He added that the male foxes are larger than females, and 
an Arabian red fox can reach a body length of approximate-
ly one meter, with a tail length of about 40 centimeter (cm) 
and an average weight ranging from 2.7 to 4.5 kilograms.

The species typically lives in underground burrows, ac-
tive at night, and exhibits reduced activity during the day.

Al-Zaidan stated that the Arabian Peninsula is the fox’s 
primary habitat, and it is one of the most common wild spe-
cies in the region, it is found in Kuwait, Oman, the UAE, 
Saudi Arabia, Jordan, Syria, and Yemen.

The EPA has collaborated with the Scientific Center-an 
affiliate of the Kuwait Foundation for the Advancement of 
Sciences (KFAS)-for several years on programs aimed at 
rehabilitating and releasing the Arabian red fox into Ku-
wait’s natural desert habitats.

The species is listed under Appendix III of the Conven-
tion on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild 
Fauna and Flora (CITES) to curb the illegal fur trade.

He also mentioned that the Arabian red fox was classi-
fied as a species of “Least Concern” on the International 
Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) Red List, and 
that the EPA is committed to protecting Kuwait’s ecosys-
tems and conserving native desert wildlife by mitigating 
habitat destruction and ensuring their sustainability for fu-
ture generations.

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 23, (KUNA): The Su-
preme Committee to Investigate Kuwaiti Citi-
zenship held a meeting on Thursday under the 
chairmanship of First Deputy Prime Minister, 
Minister of Defense and Minister of Interior 
Sheikh Fahad Yousef Saud Al-Sabah, who is 
also head of the committee.

The commission decided during the meet-
ing to strip 3,856 individuals of the Kuwaiti 
citizenship, the Ministry of Interior said in a 
press release, adding that the decision would 
be submitted to the Cabinet.

The ministry underlined that the decision 
came in line with the Kuwaiti Citizenship Law.

2025 to mark crucial turning point for
Kuwait’s Vision 2035: finance minister

Occupation forces West Bank op enters 3rd day

Kuwait strongly condemns Israeli aggression on Jenin
KUWAIT CITY, Jan 23, (Agencies): The State of Kuwait 
strongly condemned Israeli occupation aggression on the 
city of Jenin in the occupied West Bank, which resulted in 
the death of dozens of Palestinian civilians, in addition to the 
widespread destruction of infrastructure and the displace-
ment of a large number of families.

In a statement Thursday, Kuwait’s Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs stressed that the continued Israeli occupation’s fla-

grant violations of international and humanitarian laws and 
its breach of international legitimacy resolutions without 
accountability constitutes a threat to regional security and 
stability, and undermines the chances of achieving a just and 
comprehensive peace. 

Meanwhile, the Muslim World League also condemned 

KUWAIT CITY: The State of Kuwait 
welcomed the mediation efforts led by 
the Sultanate of Oman, which result-
ed in the release of the ship “Galaxy 
Leader” crew who had been detained 
off the Yemeni coast since November 
2023.

In a statement Thursday, Kuwait’s 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs expressed 
appreciation for the humanitarian ef-
forts made by Oman, which refl ect its 
fi rm commitment to promoting region-
al peace and stability. (KUNA)

❑     ❑     ❑

JEDDAH: Saudi Crown Prince and 
Prime Minister Prince Mohammad 
bin Salma and US Secretary of State 
Marco Rubio on Thursday discussed 
the latest regional and internatinal de-
velopments.

This came during a phone call re-
ceived by the Saudi prince from the 
US secretary, in which they consid-
ered several issues of mutual interest, 
according to the Saudi Press Agency 
(SPA). (KUNA)

DAVOS, Switzerland, Jan 23, (KUNA): Minister of Finance and Minister of 
State for Economic Affairs and Investment Noura Al-Fassam affirmed that 
2025 will be a pivotal year for Kuwait as the government works to implement 
ambitious plans within a clear strategy to achieve Vision 2035.

This came in the Minister’s speech during a high-level dialogue session 
entitled (Long-Term Growth in the Middle East and North Africa Countries) 
within the activities of the annual meeting of the World Economic Forum held 
in Davos during the period from January 20 to 24, 2025.

The Minister touched on the expectations and aspirations towards economic 
development prospects in light of the challenges and opportunities available, in 
addition to expectations of economic growth in the region, stressing that reli-
ance on a single source of income is no longer acceptable.

She also stressed the importance of enhancing digital infrastructure with the 
participation of the private sector within the public-private partnership system, 
noting that providing legislation that attracts foreign investment is necessary to 
build a promising future for the upcoming generations.

The Minister said that geopolitical risks, climate change and artificial intel-
ligence are among the most prominent global challenges for 2025, stressing that 
confronting these challenges requires close cooperation between the public and 
private sectors to employ technology.

The panel discussion highlighted the growing role of technology and innova-
tion in reshaping the region’s economic landscape, as rapid developments in 
the fields of artificial intelligence, smart industry and energy transformation 
open new horizons for economic growth, contributing to enhancing the ability 
of regional economies to achieve economic diversification and sustainability.

KUNA photo
Kuwait’s Minister of Finance and Min-
ister of State for Economic Affairs and 
Investment Noura Al-Fassam at the 

World Economic Forum.

Banks to close Jan 30 for Al-Isra and Al-Mi’raj
KUWAIT CITY, Jan 23, (KUNA): The Kuwait Banking 
Association announced that local banks will suspend opera-
tions on Thursday, January 30, in observance of the anniver-
sary of Al-Isra and Al-Mi’raj.

Sheikha Alissa, the Deputy Secretary-General of the 
Kuwait Banking Association, stated in a press release on 
Wednesday that this day is considered an official holiday. 

She indicated that banks will resume operations on Sun-
day, February 2, based on the circular issued by the Central 

Bank of Kuwait regarding this matter. 
The Council of Ministers, in its weekly meeting held 

on January 14, chaired by His Highness Sheikh Ahmed 
Abdullah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, the Prime Minister, decid-
ed to suspend work in all ministries, government agencies, 
and public institutions on Thursday, January 30, in recog-
nition of the anniversary of Al-Isra and Al-Mi’raj, making 
it an official holiday, with regular work resuming on Sun-
day, February 2.

Continued on Page 5

Newswatch

KUNA photo
The WMF delegation listens to an insightful briefing at the Amricani Cultural 

Center during their visit.

Dar al-Athar al-Islamiyyah 
welcomes WMF delegation
KUWAIT CITY, Jan 23, (KUNA): 
Ambassadors of World Monuments 
Fund (WMF) visited the Amricani Cul-
tural Centre, an affiliate of Dar al-Athar 
al-Islamiyyah (DAI), on Wednesday as 

part of a 60-night trip around the globe 
to mark WMF’s 60th anniversary.

Welcoming the WMF delegation’s 

Continued on Page 5

Continued on Page 5
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Fajr  ........ 05:19
Sunrise ..  06:42
Zohr .......  12:00

Asr .......... 14:58
Maghrib .. 17:18
Isha  ........ 18:38

 Prayer Timings
Expected weather for next 24 hrs:

By Day: Mild and partly cloudy 
to cloudy with light variable wind 
to light to moderate northeasterly 
wind, with speeds of 06-24 km/h 
with a chance for scattered light 
rain.

By Night: Cold and partly 

cloudy with light to moderate 
northeasterly wind to light vari-
able wind, with speeds of 06-24 
km/h with a chance for light fog 
forming over coastal areas and 
scattered light rain.

Station Max Exp Min Rec
Kuwait City 21 12

Kuwait Airport 21 08     
Abdaly 22 07
Bubyan 22 10
Jahra 22 11
Failaka Island 22 13
Salmiyah 19 14
Ahmadi 20 10
Jal Aliyah 21 09
Nuwaisib 20 08

Weather 

Kuwait’s FM receives credentials of ten newly appointed ambassadors

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 23, (KUNA): Kuwait Minister of Foreign Affairs Ab-
dullah Al-Yahya received on Wednesday credentials of non-resident ambas-
sadors to Kuwait at the ministry’s headquarters.

The Minister received credentials of non-resident Ambassador of Norway 
to Kuwait and Ambassador to Abu Dhabi Olav Myklebust, non-resident Am-
bassador of Colombia to Kuwait and Ambassador to Abu Dhabi Luis Hoyos, 
and non-resident Ambassador of Seychelles to Kuwait and Ambassador to 

Abu Dhabi Gervais Moumou.
The Minister also received credentials of non-resident Ambassador of Lat-

via to Kuwait and Ambassador to Abu Dhabi Dana Goldfi nca, non-resident 
Ambassador of Angola to Kuwait and Ambassador to Abu Dhabi Julio Maia-
to, non-resident Ambassador of Sweden to Kuwait and Ambassador to Abu 
Dhabi Fredrik Floren, and non-resident Ambassador of Estonia to Kuwait and 
Ambassador to Abu Dhabi Maria Belovas. 

Al-Yahya also received credentials of non-resident Ambassador of New 
Zealand to Kuwait and Ambassador to Riyadh Charles Kingston, non-resident 
Ambassador of Uganda to Kuwait and Ambassador to Riyadh Isaac Biruma 
Sebulime, non-resident Ambassador of Rwanda to Kuwait and Ambassador 
to Qatar Igor Marara.

Minister Al-Yahya wished the new ambassadors success in performing 
their duties, further progress and prosperity for bilateral relations.

New Zealand envoy presents credentials. Sweden envoy presents credentials. KUNA photos
Angola envoy presents credentials.

Platform launched to combat water scarcity
$10 bln eyed to develop projects in Arab world

By Inaas Awadh
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 23: To tackle the big-
gest challenge facing the Arab world today 
and in the future, which is water scarcity, 
the Senior Advisor to the Director General 
of the Arab Fund for Economic and Social 
Development Mirza Hassan announced the 
launch of the “Our Water, Our Life” plat-
form. This platform focuses on develop-

ment projects in the water sector and pro-
vides fi nancing solutions for these projects. 

In a press statement, Hassan said he expects the plat-
form to generate USD 10 billion in its current phase, 
with the support of donor organizations and private 
sector companies. 

He said this yesterday on the sidelines of the conclusion 
of the Middle East and North Africa Water Forum, orga-
nized by the fund in collaboration with the World Bank. 

Hassan revealed that the fund has established an op-
erational system to continuously activate the platform for 
promoting water development projects in all Arab coun-

tries. 
Praising the forum as “the first of its kind in the Arab 

world”, Hassan highlighted the huge losses incurred by 
Arab economies due to water scarcity, estimating that the 
economic impact ranges from 6 to 14 percent, depending 
on the country. 

He said the high participation from organizations, the 
private sector, and government officials underscores the 
success of the forum and the importance of dealing with 
water scarcity in the Arab world. 

Hassan emphasized that the forum highlighted the need 
to find solutions to the challenge of providing water at 
reasonable prices to ensure a high quality of life, and the 

importance of maintenance to achieve sustainability for 
water projects adopted as part of the forum’s outcomes, 
which include the establishment of six desalination plants 
in Morocco and three plants in Tunisia. 

He noted the signing of several partnerships with the 
ten most important development organizations in the 
Arab world, which will fund various water treatment proj-
ects. These include the Saudi Fund, the Abu Dhabi Fund, 
the Islamic Fund, and the OPEC Fund. 

In conclusion, Hassan revealed the forum’s success in 
identifying practical and realistic solutions to the water 
challenges faced by the Middle East, North Africa, and 
the entire Arab region.

Photo by Rizk Tawfi q
Minister of Social Affairs and Family and Childhood Affairs Dr. Amthal Al-Huwailah 

takes a round of the newly opened outlet for Kuwaiti agricultural products.

 KUNA photo
A mobile clinic dispensing medical care to people in a village in Yemen.

Burden piling up on employees; urgent action sought

‘New agricultural outlet to help
farmers market their products’

IICO launches mobile clinic project
in Yemen; 4,500 to get treatment Markets gearing up for Ramadan

Al-Fikri held, session set for Feb 6

MEW vows to overcome
hitches before summer

MoE in quandary over fi lling leadership positions

Kuwait working on liver, heart, pancreas transplants

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 23, (KUNA): Minister 
of Social Affairs and Family and Childhood 
Affairs Dr. Amthal Al-Huwailah inaugu-
rated Wednesday a new outlet for Kuwaiti 
agricultural products to support Kuwaiti 
farmers and help market their products.

In a statement to KUNA after the out-
let’s inauguration in the Sulaibiya Industrial 
Area, the minister said the outlet covers an 
area of 5,000 square meters and operates 
around the clock.

This is a qualitative step to facilitate mar-
keting of agricultural products and ensure 
they reach consumers in high quality, the 
minister argued.

She added that the outlet’s strategic loca-
tion on the Sixth Ring Road facilitates entry 
and exit for farmers’ vehicles and coopera-
tive societies.

Moreover, the site employs an automated 
system that uses barcodes to record all rel-
evant data, including quantity, quality grade, 
weight, and the farm’s unique number, there-
by enhancing operational effi ciency and re-
ducing waste, the minister pointed out.

The outlet adheres to the highest safety 
and security standards, equipped with sur-
veillance cameras and a permanent secu-
rity staff, in addition to emergency exits 
complying with the requirements of the 
General Fire Department, she said.

Al-Huwailah praised the efforts exerted 
to bring this project to fruition, stressing 
that the launch of the outlet strengthens co-
operation between the Kuwaiti Farmers Un-
ion and cooperative societies and represents 
a signifi cant step towards achieving sustain-
able development and food security.

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 23, (KUNA): The In-
ternational Islamic Charitable Organization 
(IICO) launched a mobile medical clinic 
project in Yemen to treat 4,500 patients at 
an estimated cost of USD 77,250. 

The organization said in a press statement 
on Thursday that the project is launched in 
Al-Wadea District of Abyan Governorate and 
would provide free medicines and medical 

supplies to poor patients, pregnant and lactat-
ing women, and children in the areas of Azan 
and Labu Amrkad. 

The project was launched under the slo-
gan (Kuwait is by your side), implemented 
by (Nedaa) Foundation for Development 
and came within the vision of the IICO to 
provide support to the needy and the poorest 
in Yemen. 

By Marwa Al-Bahrawi
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 23: The Commer-
cial Control Department of the Ministry of 
Commerce and Industry, in coordination 
with the Technical Authority for Supervi-
sion of Goods and Price Determination, 
held a meeting this morning to assess mar-
ket preparedness for the upcoming holy 
month of Ramadan. 

Director of the Commercial Control 
Department Faisal Al-Ansari met with the 
heads of the inspection and emergencies 

departments to discuss plans for monitoring 
central markets, cooperative societies, meat 
and date shops, restaurants, sweet shops, 
and mills before the start of Ramadan. 

He instructed that intensive inspection 
campaigns be launched next week to ensure 
compliance with ministry-approved prices 
and to compare them before and after Rama-
dan. 

In addition, Al-Ansari stressed the im-
portance of inspecting sweet shops to en-
sure the safety of food items prepared for 
the Girgean celebration during the holy 
month.

By Jaber Al-Hamoud
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 23: Anwar Al-Fikri 
has been arrested and detained pending 
the State Security case fi led against him 
for allegedly challenging the powers of 
His Highness the Amir. The case has been 
postponed to the session on February 6.

In a separate circuit, the Criminal Court 
decided to withdraw from the case and re-
ferred it to the head of the general court. 

Meanwhile, the first session of the 

Criminal Court involved the hearing of 
the State Security case filed against the 
media figure Fajr Al-Saeed. The court 
adjourned the case to February 6, and 
ordered Al-Saeed to remain in deten-
tion.

She has been charged with spreading 
false news and advocating for normaliza-
tion of ties with Israel.

Al-Saeed denied all charges, and her 
defense team requested a delay to review 
and photograph the case. They also re-
quested for her release on bail.

By Mohammad Ghanem
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 23: In his fi rst meeting with the as-
sistant undersecretaries since his appointment as undersec-
retary of the Ministry of Electricity, Water and Renewable 
Energy Dr. Adel Al-Zamil affi rmed his full commitment to 
overcome the obstacles that the ministry’s sectors may face 
in preparation for the summer of 2025. 

The meeting provided a platform to review the current 
condition of the sectors including the existing challenges, 
obstacles and development visions.  

Al-Zamil expressed gratitude to the employees for their 
teamwork and dedication, confi rming his pride in the dis-
tinguished national staff. 

He also urged leaders to enhance the work system and 
requested weekly reports from all sectors on the status of 
tenders to proactively address anything that could hinder 
the provision of electricity and water services. He stressed 
the importance of addressing any delays or problems in 
maintenance contracts, and underscored the need to enable 
national cadres to carry out all engineering and technical 
tasks in line with the replacement policy. 

The meeting included a comprehensive review of the 
status of main transformer stations, high-voltage overhead 
lines, and readiness for any emergencies. Ongoing main-
tenance programs for secondary transformer stations and 
integrated distribution units were discussed as well, along 
with the readiness of emergency teams in the event of pow-
er outages. 

By Abdulrahman Al-Shammari
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 23: According to reliable 
educational sources, the Ministry of Education is 
facing an unprecedented crisis in fi lling superviso-
ry and leadership positions, with over 300 vacant 
positions at the senior and middle management 
levels. These vacancies include important roles 
such as the undersecretary, assistant undersecre-
taries, department directors, supervisors, superin-
tendents, school principals, assistant directors, and 
department heads in the ministry’s head offi ce, 
educational zones, and central departments. 

The sources explained that these positions, 
which have been vacant for several years 
without being fi lled, are placing an increasing 
burden on the employees in many educational 
sectors and departments. It is now necessary to 
fi nd solutions that include reviewing the mech-
anisms for fi lling supervisory and leadership 

roles, and evaluating the ministry’s ability to 
resolve the crisis and its impact on the stability 
of the organization. 

The ministry has called for a listing of the 
vacant supervisory positions in the ministry’s 
offi ce and educational zones, along with a clear 
mechanism for fi lling them, in addition to list-
ing the educational vacancies in schools by 
educational stage supervisors for all speciali-
zations, with the aim of fi lling these positions 
based on waiting lists and in order of roles. 

If the waiting lists are empty, vacancies will 
be announced in accordance with ministerial 
resolution No. 157/2016, which outlines the 
procedures for promotion to supervisory posi-
tions. These procedures require candidates to 
pass a written test, followed by a personal in-
terview, as well as completing a training course 
and achieving a minimum passing rate of 70 
percent. Vacancies will be fi lled based on the 
actual needs of the educational fi eld, with fl ex-

ibility in the application of these requirements, 
provided it does not compromise the selection 
of qualifi ed candidates. 

The sources revealed that the ministry has be-
gun re-evaluating the rules governing the fi lling 
of supervisory positions in order to develop a 
comprehensive approach to improving current 
procedures, but the ongoing vacancies in these 
positions have hindered this process. 

They explained that the continuation of the 
vacancy crisis is placing great pressure on the 
educational process, with increasing burdens 
on schools and teachers. This situation threat-
ens the stability of schools and the quality of 
education. Urgent action is needed to resolve 
the vacancy issue and fi ll leadership and super-
visory positions to ensure the stability of the 
educational and teaching sectors. 

The sources affi rmed the importance of de-
veloping sustainable solutions rather than rely-
ing on temporary measures. 

By Marwa Al-Bahrawi
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 23: As global statistics pre-
dict that kidney diseases will become the fi fth lead-
ing cause of death worldwide by 2040, Minister of 
Health Dr. Ahmad Al-Awadhi revealed that Ku-
wait is working on developing new programs for 
liver, heart, and pancreas transplants, and indicated 
that a lung transplant program will be launched 
soon. 

In his opening speech at the 4th Gulf Confer-
ence on Kidney Diseases and Transplantation, Dr. 
Al-Awadhi highlighted that 149 kidney transplants 
were performed in 2024, with a success rate ex-
ceeding 96 percent. 

He affi rmed that the ministry is committed to 
supporting ambitious programs, building on its 

successes in organ transplants, including stem cell 
and pancreas transplantation programs. 

The minister explained that  the Kuwait Center 
for Kidney Diseases and Transplantation, located 
in the Sabah health zone, was inaugurated last 
year. The center features 80 beds and is equipped 
with state-of-the-art medical equipment and de-
vices. 

Also, the Organ Transplantation Department at 
Jaber Al-Ahmad Hospital was inaugurated, along 
with the launch of the National Kidney Transplan-
tation Program through family exchanges. This 
groundbreaking initiative represents a major step 
forward with the aim of improving the success 
rates of kidney transplants by expanding the pool 
of potential donors and increasing the likelihood of 
successful procedures. 

Meanwhile, Head of the Kidney Diseases De-

partment at the Kuwait Center for Kidney Dis-
eases, President of the Kuwait Society for Organ 
Transplantation, and Head of the conference Dr. 
Turki Al-Otaibi said, “This distinguished medi-
cal gathering aims to enhance cooperation and 
advance healthcare in the fi eld of kidney diseases 
and transplantation, and addresses one of the most 
signifi cant global health issues, which is kidney 
diseases. 

Kidney diseases represent a global health chal-
lenge, affecting approximately 10 percent of the 
world’s population. Millions of people suffer from 
kidney failure each year due to the lack of access 
to appropriate treatment. This challenge is particu-
larly acute in developing countries, where there is 
a severe shortage of kidney dialysis machines and 
treatment costs place a huge strain on the budgets 
of health ministries.” 
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diwaniya
A DIGEST OF PUBLIC OPINION

The Golden Age of America: a 
perspective on Trump’s vision
“‘THE Golden Age of America has just 
begun’ – With this opening line, former 
President Donald Trump set the tone for 
his second term vision. In his character-
istic style, Trump used a bold and con-
fi dent narrative, one that not only prom-
ised a revival of American greatness 
but also criticized the perceived decay 
brought about by Democratic leader-
ship and the left-leaning ideologies of 
recent years,” columnist Sheikha Hes-
sa Al-Hamoud Al-Salem wrote for Al-
Anba daily.

“ T r u m p ’ s 
rhetoric pointed 
to the soci-
etal disruption 
caused by politi-
cal correctness – 
a concept cham-
pioned by the 
secular left in 
both Europe and 
America. While 
intended to fos-
ter inclusivity 
and combat racism, this ideology has 
arguably backfi red, suppressing talent, 
silencing dissent and distorting justice 
under the guise of equality.

“In many ways, this extreme po-
litical correctness mirrors the oppres-
sive tactics of radical groups . Just as 
extremists use physical force and fear 
to impose their ideologies, the secular 
left employs legal and social pressure 
to enforce acceptance of controversial 
agendas. 

“Criticism of LGBTQ+ rights, radi-
cal feminist movements, or even ad-
dressing the shortcomings of individu-
als from minority groups often leads to 
public and legal persecution, all under 
the pretext of combating discrimina-
tion.

“Trump’s appeal lies in his prag-
matic approach and willingness to con-
front issues head-on. He recognizes the 
fractures within the fabric of modern 
Western societies — fractures exacer-
bated by policies that prioritize identity 
politics over merit and equity. 

“His leadership style, while divisive, 
resonates with those who seek a return 
to what they perceive as traditional val-
ues.

“From my perspective, Trump is 
uniquely suited to lead a nation grap-
pling with these challenges. His poli-
cies, anchored in pragmatism and mu-
tual interests, refl ect a desire to restore 
a sense of balance. 

“He openly opposes what he views as 
the erosion of natural human instincts 
and societal norms, positioning himself 
as a guardian of values that align with 
religious teachings and natural law.

“Trump’s initiatives — ranging from 
declaring a border emergency with 
Mexico to counter illegal immigration 
and drug traffi cking, to proposing eco-
nomic moves like purchasing Green-
land — underscore his ambitious vision 
for America. 

“His focus on revitalizing industries 
such as automobile manufacturing and 
healthcare insurance speaks directly to 
the aspirations of the younger genera-
tion.

“Perhaps the most striking element 
of his recent address was his declara-
tion that his administration would of-
fi cially recognize only two genders — 
male and female. This stance, coupled 
with his emphasis on peace and confl ict 
resolution through decisive military 
action, underscores a leadership phi-
losophy rooted in traditionalism and 
assertiveness.

“In Trump’s vision, the youth are the 
cornerstone of national strength and 
preserving their natural inclinations is 
a matter of national security. His poli-
cies champion the idea that peace and 
justice are not mere slogans but actions 
that stem from a fi rm moral compass.

“For Trump, leadership is about 
wielding power with integrity, ground-
ed in religious and ethical principles 
that prioritize the sanctity of life, the 
preservation of human nature and the 
equitable administration of justice. 

“While his methods may polarize, 
his vision for America’s ‘Golden Age’ 
is undoubtedly compelling, particularly 
for those who long for a return to fun-
damental values.”

Also:
“Over the past year, Kuwait has em-

barked on a transformative journey, 
implementing reforms across various 
sectors to achieve a comprehensive 
economic and developmental renais-
sance,”  columnist Sultan Musaed Al-
Jazzaf wrote for Al-Qabas daily. 

“These reforms are anchored in a 
strategic vision that emphasizes sus-
tainability, justice and transparency. By 
addressing critical issues such as cor-
ruption, administrative ineffi ciencies 
and legislative gaps, Kuwait aims to 
establish a robust foundation for long-
term prosperity and stability.

“At the heart of these reforms is 
the fi ght against corruption, a priority 
championed by His Highness the Amir 
Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah 
and the Kuwaiti government. Efforts 
to hold individuals accountable for en-
croachments on public funds have sig-
nifi cantly enhanced transparency and 
integrity across state institutions. 

“In addition, a sweeping overhaul of 
government leadership has introduced 
young, dynamic and productive lead-
ers into key positions, reinvigorating 
administrative performance. The mod-
ernization of the security system further 
underscores the government’s commit-
ment to safeguarding public trust and 
national stability.

“The government has also taken de-
cisive steps to tackle the longstanding 
challenges associated with the citizen-
ship fi le, including cases of fraud and 
irregularities. By ensuring fairness 
and transparency in naturalization pro-
cesses, Kuwait is striving to uphold the 
principles of legal justice. 

“Similarly, the approval of new 
traffi c laws marks a critical step in ad-
dressing road safety concerns, reducing 
violations and safeguarding citizens. 
Revisions to labor and human traf-
fi cking laws further refl ect the gov-
ernment’s commitment to protecting 
workers’ rights and combating exploi-
tation.

“Kuwait’s reforms extend to prudent 
fi scal management, with a focus on re-
ducing unnecessary expenditures and 
curbing fi nancial waste. By adopting 
sound fi nancial policies, resources are 
being directed toward priority devel-
opment projects, ensuring long-term 
fi nancial sustainability.

“To invigorate the local economy 
and diversify revenue streams, the gov-
ernment has introduced several key 
economic reform laws. 

“The revised Tenders Law has 
streamlined and enhanced transpar-
ency in government contracting, while 
the Real Estate Law is fostering a more 
regulated and investment-friendly 
property market. 

“Additionally, imposing taxes on 
multinational corporations ensures 
greater tax equity and bolsters govern-
ment revenues.

“Signifi cant strides have been made 
in advancing strategic projects such as 
the Southern Economic Zone, housing 
initiatives and energy developments. 
These projects are expected to serve as 
catalysts for economic growth and job 
creation. 

“The government’s efforts to com-
plete stalled projects, regulate coop-
erative societies and simplify visit 
procedures further demonstrate its 
commitment to improving governance 
and fostering international collabora-
tion.

“These ambitious reforms refl ect 
Kuwait’s unwavering commitment to 
building a sustainable and diversifi ed 
economy rooted in integrity, justice and 
balanced development. 

“By addressing key challenges and 
implementing forward-thinking poli-
cies, Kuwait aspires to enhance its po-
sition as a regional leader and secure a 
brighter future for its citizens.

“Through these comprehensive ef-
forts, Kuwait is not just setting a new 
standard for governance and develop-
ment but is also paving the way for a 
prosperous and stable society that pri-
oritizes the well-being of its people and 
the nation’s long-term success.”

— Compiled by PFX Fernandes

Sheikha Hessa

Nazaha receives 46,099 assets
disclosures by end of year ’24
KUWAIT CITY, Jan 23: The Financial 
Disclosures Receipt Supervisor at the Ku-
wait Anti-Corruption Authority (Nazaha) 
Mohammad Abdullah announced that the 
authority received 46,099 fi nancial dis-
closures, representing 99.6 percent of the 
required submissions, as of December 31, 
2024, reports Al-Rai daily.

Abdullah explained that the disclosures 
received included 20,608 fi rst-time decla-
rations for individuals assuming positions 
covered by fi nancial disclosure regula-
tions . Nazaha had received 17,832 up-
dates for disclosures that were three years 
old, as well as 7,659 fi nal declarations re-
lated to individuals who had ceased hold-
ing positions covered by the disclosure 
requirements.

Nazaha is committed to its ongoing 
work of receiving fi nancial disclosures 
and ensuring compliance with the relevant 
provisions.

He emphasized that Nazaha continues 
its efforts in receiving fi nancial disclo-
sures from individuals covered by the rel-
evant provisions.

Abdullah highlighted Nazaha’s com-
mitment to continuous coordination and 
cooperation with the entities to which 
these individuals belong, adding that this 

collaboration aims to encourage timely 
submission of declarations within the le-
gal deadlines.

He urged declarants to check the start 
dates for submitting their fi nancial disclo-
sure statements via the Sahel platform to 
avoid any delays in the submission process.

Furthermore, he stressed the need to 
print and complete the declaration forms 
before visiting Nazaha’s headquarters to 
submit the fi nancial disclosure statement.

Abdullah revealed that all necessary 
forms are available on the offi cial Nazaha 
website -  www.nazaha.gov.kw.

He highlighted the important role of 
authorities in regularly updating the data 
of employees required to submit fi nancial 
disclosures.

Abdullah stressed the importance of 
cooperation with the Kuwait Anti-Cor-
ruption Authority to ensure it receives the 
required data.

He reiterated the signifi cance of the 
fi nancial disclosure statement in prevent-
ing fi nancial corruption, protecting public 
funds, and enhancing oversight over in-
dividuals in public positions, adding that 
this process plays a huge role in protecting 
public employees and upholding transpar-
ency and integrity within state agencies.

KFF photo
KFF inspectors issuing citations.

Basement fi re tackled

KFF tours Abdullah Port,
eyes safety rule checks
KUWAIT CITY, Jan 23: Based on directives of First 
Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of Defense, and Min-
ister of Interior Sheikh Fahad Yousef Saud Al-Sabah, 
and under the direct supervision of Chief of the Kuwait 
Fire Force (KFF) Major General Talal Mohammad Al-
Roumi, an inspection campaign was carried out in the 
Abdullah Port area recently.

According to a press release issued by KFF, the cam-
paign was carried out with the cooperation of the Min-
istry of Interior, Ministry of Information, Kuwait Mu-
nicipality, Public Authority for Industry, Environment 
Public Authority, Public Authority for Agricultural Af-
fairs and Fish Resources, and the Public Authority for 
Manpower.

It was aimed to inspect buildings and facilities for 
compliance with safety and fi re prevention regulations.

The campaign resulted in the issuance of a number 
of citations, and many facilities were administratively 
closed for failing to meet the safety requirements set by 
KFF, and the regulations of the other authorities.

❑          ❑          ❑

Basement fi re tackled: Firefi ghters from Mangaf, Fa-
haheel, and Al-Bairaq fi re stations controlled a fi re that 
broke out in a building’s basement, which was being 
used as a warehouse, on Monday evening.

According to a press release issued by KFF, no casu-
alties were reported, and investigations are ongoing to 
determine the cause of the fi re.

Al-Seyassah photo
First Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of Defense, and Minister of Interior, Sheikh 
Fahad Yousef Saud Al-Sabah welcomes Sarah and her father during the portrait 

presentation.

Minister praises student’s talent

The First Deputy Prime Minister, Min-
ister of Defense, and Minister of In-
terior, Sheikh Fahad Yousef Saud 
Al-Sabah, received talented student 
Sarah Ya’aqoub Jassem Al-Saidi, who 
presented to the minister an artistic por-
trait she had drawn as a gesture of ap-
preciation for his national role, reports 
Al-Seyassah daily.

Sheikh Fahad Al-Yousef, expressed 
his delight at this thoughtful gesture, 
considering the portrait a refi ned ex-
pression of admiration and respect. 

He praised Sarah’s exceptional tal-

ent, which refl ects her creativity and 
high artistic sensibility. He affi rmed that 
such talents are a source of pride for the 
community and deserve full support and 
nurturing to further develop their abili-
ties, wishing her continued success and 
brilliance.

Sheikh Fahad Al-Yousef, also em-
phasized that the creativity of young 
people in various fi elds refl ects the civi-
lized image of the nation, underscoring 
the importance of supporting talents in 
all areas for their positive impact on the 
country’s future.

Judicial facelift
By Jaber Al-Hamoud

Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff
KUWAIT CITY, Jan 23: The new law regulating the judici-
ary is not just a draft law for development and amendment, 
but rather what the alarmists among the previous ministers of 
justice failed to do, as they were content with declaring and 
discussing what was included in the amendments until Minis-
ter Nasser Al-Sumait came.  

Al-Sumait is the son of the judiciary. He rose from the dep-
uty prosecutor post to director of the prosecution and then a 
public prosecutor as if he were on a battlefi eld and respond-
ing to a fi ghter, stating “Whoever among you is brave, let him 
come forward.”

It is not just a draft law, as it contained everything that the 
people of law and the judiciary have been wishing for over 
many years, starting with the Kuwaitization of the judiciary. 
This is a brave decision and no one opposes it, especially since 
Kuwait University has been graduating ‘giants’ of law for 40 
years.  Therefore, Kuwait has enough of its sons to carry the 
banner of the judiciary on their shoulders, in addition to the 
existing judiciary men who are considered legends in teach-
ing new prosecutors who will carry the banner of justice in 
the future.

It is certain that the new draft law is not diffi cult to imple-
ment, but it needs boldness in implementation, because the 
Kuwaiti element is present and can fi ll the gaps. The diffi culty 
lies only in the degrees of distinction, because it contains 80 
percent of Arab judges. This is also what the new law has to 
solve, as the period of those present will end after fi ve years; 
hence, the qualifi cation of Kuwaiti appeal judges, in addition 
to the experience in the degrees of distinction from Kuwaitis.

Al-Sumait’s draft law includes the timing of judicial posi-
tions, which is a positive step as it gives more opportunities for 
development. The issue of limiting it suggests that there is no 
one qualifi ed or competent, except a few people, which does not 
cast doubt on the capabilities of the judiciary, as the law came to 
give opportunities and give comfort to the offi cial as well.

The new law’s stipulation on limiting the public prosecutor 
position to law graduates, while excluding Sharia graduates 
was the dream of lawyers. 

‘Girls born to surrogate mother’;
court refuses to accept lineage

DNA test leaves couple in predicament

By Jaber Al-Hamoud
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 23: The 
Court of Appeals, headed by Judge 
Khaled Abdulaziz Al-Khaled, re-
fused to recognize the lineage of 
three daughters of a Kuwaiti citi-
zen, who were born to a ‘surrogate 
mother’ through artifi cial insemi-
nation because his wife cannot bear 
children. 

Upon his return to Kuwait, he was asked 
to do a DNA test and the results proved that 
the genes of the children matched the hus-
band’s, but not the wife’s genes, since she 
was not the owner of the egg used in artifi cial 
insemination.

Accordingly, the General Department of Births 
and Deaths Affairs at the Ministry of Health re-
jected the request to issue birth certifi cates, which 
prevented the extraction of the remaining docu-
ments necessary for his daughters, prompting him 
to fi le a lawsuit.

Case fi les indicate that the Kuwaiti citizen mar-
ried a Gulf woman, but they did not have chil-
dren. After several attempts to have children and 
repeated visits to doctors, it became clear that they 
were unable to have children. 

Later, they visited a hospital in an Asian coun-
try, where doctors advised them to undergo ‘ar-
tifi cial insemination’, using a reproductive cell 

from the husband to fertilize the egg of a foreign 
woman and implant it in the wife’s womb. They 
underwent this procedure that resulted in the birth 
of three children through artifi cial insemination in 
the wife’s country.

After obtaining birth certifi cates from the wife’s 
country and temporary travel documents from the 
Kuwaiti embassy there, the couple returned to 
Kuwait and the husband requested for birth cer-
tifi cates for his three children in preparation for 
obtaining nationality cards, civil identifi cation 
cards and passports. The concerned authorities 
asked the couple to conduct a DNA test to verify 
the biological relationship with the children and 
everyone underwent the required test.

However, the results were contrary to what the 
couple expected, as the children’s genes matched 
the husband’s, but not the wife’s since she was not 
the owner of the egg used in artifi cial insemina-
tion. Accordingly, the administration rejected the 
request to issue birth certifi cates, which prevented 
the extraction of the rest of the necessary docu-
ments.

These developments prompted the husband to 
fi le a lawsuit requesting proof of the children’s 
lineage to him and his wife, and to enable him to 
obtain birth certifi cates for them, in addition to the 
civil identifi cation cards, passports and national-
ity cards. 

After a dispute over the competent court sec-
tion, the case was referred to the First Instance 
Court- Jaafari Family Section.

When this court considered the case, it ruled to 
prove the children’s lineage to the couple, and the 
resulting effects, including registering the chil-
dren in the birth registry, and enabling the father 

to obtain birth certifi cates, nationality cards, pass-
ports and civil identifi cation cards for his three 
children.

Since Jaafari Personal Status Law No. 124/2019 
does not regulate this issue, the fi rst-degree ruling 
was based on a fatwa issued by the religious entity 
that authorized this procedure.

The court based its decision to the fatwa on Ar-
ticle Three of the law, which states: “Everything 
not mentioned in this law is referred to the opinion 
of the most knowledgeable living authority of the 
Jaafari faith who meets the conditions of imita-
tion.”

Nevertheless, this ruling was not accepted 
by the Public Prosecution, which prompted it 
to appeal. When the Court of Appeals deliber-
ated on the case, it ruled to cancel the appealed 
ruling, based on the fact that this procedure is 
contrary to public order, public morals and Is-
lamic Law.

The court then explained in its ruling: “Mix-
ing a man’s semen with the egg of a woman who 
is not his wife, even if it results in the creation 
of a child from the wife’s womb, is an act that is 
forbidden by Sharia Law. It contradicts the Sharia 
Law and purpose in preserving lineage, because it 
meets in one source with the product of the sinful 
relationship between a man and a woman outside 
the legitimacy of marriage.  

Saying that this prohibition by Sharia Law does 
not mean preventing those who are affl icted with 
the deprivation of a child from modern medical 
methods that give couples hope of achieving their 
goal, as one should not be carried away by emo-
tions or human confl icts in explaining the Sharia 
ruling on these methods. 
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Experts tackle legal reform

GCCCAC hosts int’l
arbitration leaders
MANAMA, Jan 23, (KUNA): The GCC Commercial Ar-
bitration Centre announced, Thursday, that the inaugural 
Gulf Law and Arbitration Week would feature the par-
ticipation of no less than 1,000 international leaders in the 
fi eld of arbitration.

The event aims to bolster and localize arbitration prac-
tices within the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) coun-

tries.
In a statement, the center noted 

that the weeklong event begins on 
Sunday in Manama and would run 
for fi ve days, it will include dia-
logue sessions led by more than 30 
prominent fi gures in the legal and 
arbitration sectors.

The opening session will ad-
dress two key topics; fi nancial 
and banking sector legislation and 
regulations and legislation and reg-
ulations for the entertainment and 
culture sector.

The second session will cover industry sector legislation 
and regulations and municipality and housing sector legisla-
tion and regulations, the third session will focus on the judi-
cial and legal system and dispute resolution in Saudi Arabia.

On the second day, the sessions will explore legislation, 
investments, and dispute resolution in the United Arab 
Emirates and legislation, investments, and dispute resolu-
tion in Oman.

The third day will include two sessions: the fi rst on in-
vestment legislation and laws in Kuwait, Qatar, and Bah-
rain and the second on judicial systems and dispute resolu-
tion in Kuwait, Qatar, and Bahrain.

On the fourth day, the fi rst session will address trans-
port, logistics, and supply chain legislation in the GCC, 
while the second will focus on legal aspects of the con-
struction sector in the GCC.

The fi fth and fi nal day will include sessions on legal as-
pects of real estate development in the GCC and judicial 
and commercial dispute resolution in the GCC and globally.

The week will also include a ceremony to honor distin-
guished Gulf fi gures who have made signifi cant contribu-
tions to the legal, judicial, and arbitration sectors.

Secretary-General of the GCC Commercial Arbitration 
Centre, Kamal Al-Hamad described the event as a historic 
forum aimed at enhancing the investment and economic 
climate within the GCC, and added that it provides a plat-
form for knowledge exchange, cooperation, and address-
ing the unique legal challenges faced by investors and 
businesses, including those from G20 countries.

The event is backed by the Bahrain Tourism and Ex-
hibitions Authority and features collaboration with legal 
publishing partner LexisNexis, a global leader in legal 
publishing, information, and analytics.

Activities for the Gulf Law and Arbitration Week will 
take place at the Bahrain International Exhibition and 
Convention Centre, with strategic partnerships from mul-
tiple organizations.

Dr. Al Hamad

Academic leaders meet in Kuwait to align education with global standards

KU hosts 20th meeting of GCC deans of admission,
registration to strengthen educational cooperation
KUWAIT CITY, Jan 23: The Kuwait University has 
emphasized on the commitment of Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) countries to advancing society by lever-
aging the role of universities in enhancing education and 
supporting development plans across the region, reports 
Al-Seyassah daily.

This was highlighted by Dr. Osama Al-Saeed, the Act-
ing Director of Kuwait University, during his speech at 
the 20th meeting of the Deans of Admission and Regis-
tration of universities and higher education institutions in 
GCC countries. 

The meeting was held at the Sabah Al-Salem Univer-
sity City, attended by academic leaders and specialists in 
the fi elds of admission and registration.

Dr. Al-Saeed stated that the purpose of the meeting was 
to foster closer cooperation between GCC countries in ed-
ucation, particularly in higher education, in order to build 
a more advanced and developed Gulf society. 

This is especially important as the Gulf countries ex-
perience rapid scientifi c and technological development, 

requiring efforts to enhance knowledge and contribute to 
the advancement of higher education in the region.

He stressed that the signifi cant support and attention 
given to educational institutions by the leaders of GCC 
countries must be refl ected in the universities, which play 
a crucial role in developing sciences, knowledge, and ad-
dressing challenges. 

One key aspect of this progress is the development of 
admission and registration systems within Gulf universi-
ties, which align with international standards and contrib-
ute to the preparation of skilled graduates. This effort, he 
noted, plays a vital role in ensuring high-quality outputs 
and bolstering the competitiveness of Gulf universities.

Dr. Al-Saeed also highlighted the importance of the at-
tendance of Dr. Abdullah Al-Marih, the Secretary of the 
Committee of Deans of Admission and Registration at 
Gulf Universities, and the deans from other GCC institu-
tions, as it refl ects their shared commitment to strengthen-
ing ties and advancing joint educational efforts across the 
region. 

He expressed hope that the meeting would pave the 
way for the creation of advanced educational systems that 
would benefi t Gulf societies.

Dr. Fadhel Aziz, Acting Dean of Admissions and Reg-
istration at Kuwait University, noted that the university’s 
hosting of the meeting would further promote cooperation 
and the exchange of successful experiences among GCC 
universities. 

He emphasized that the working papers presented dur-
ing the meeting, which focused on issues such as attract-
ing international students and improving universities’ in-
ternational rankings, would serve as valuable insights for 
the development of admission policies. 

These contributions are aligned with the vision of GCC 
leadership to ensure that universities meet institutional 
and programmatic accreditation goals.

The meeting is seen as an important step towards 
strengthening joint efforts among Gulf universities and 
advancing the educational systems of the region in line 
with future aspirations.

KUNA photo
Group photo of the 20th meeting of attendees at Sabah Al-Salem University City.

Kuwait University welcomes 56 foreign students
By Abdulrahman Al-Shammari
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 23: Acting Dean 
of Admissions and Registration at Ku-
wait University Dr. Fadhel Abbas Aziz 
has announced that 56 foreigners have 
been accepted to study at the university 
at their own expense.

These foreigners are high school 

graduates of various nationalities and 
were accepted in accordance with the 
university’s admission rules.

Aziz clarifi ed that the acceptance of 
these foreign students was based on the 
order of preference and the approved 
quota for admission, in line with the 
decisions of the University Council and 
the Council of Governmental Universi-

ties. 
The admission policy for the aca-

demic year 2024/2025 states that the 
percentage or average grade of any 
non-Kuwaiti student in their second-
ary school certifi cate must not be lower 
than the lowest percentage for Kuwaiti 
students accepted in the same speciali-
zation.

All accepted students have been no-
tifi ed of their acceptance and their spe-
cialization through text message. They 
are required to confi rm their acceptance 
online through the electronic admission 
system and pay the required fee of KD 
10. All students who applied for admis-
sion can view the result of their applica-
tion on the electronic admission system.

MEW gets SAB nod for 
KD45.9mn Subiya deal

Upgrade ensures reliable summer operations

By Mohammad Ghanem
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 23: The 
Ministry of Electricity, Water 
and Renewable Energy has ob-
tained conditional approval from 
the State Audit Bureau (SAB) to 
sign a contract for the provision 
of highly effi cient and sustainable 
engineering services for open-
cycle gas turbines and their aux-
iliary equipment for Station Two 
in the Subiya Power Generation 
and Water Distillation Station at a 
cost of KD 45.939 million; which 
will result in savings of KD 20,944 
once audited and studied by SAB.

Among the requirements of SAB 
are the commitment to the terms of the 
agreement (LTSA) regarding mainte-
nance periods and the number of times 
of operation according to the operation 
and maintenance manual of the original 
factory of the units throughout the con-
tract period; as stated in the ministry’s 
response dated Jan 14, 2025.

Also, the amounts allocated for unfore-
seen and emergency works shall not be used 
for works that fall within the obligations of 

the contractor; while the tender work under 
consideration shall not be repeated or over-
lapped with any current or future contracts 
and the items included in the tender under 
consideration shall not be repeated or over-
lapped, taking into account the need to no-
tify the Central Agency for Public Tenders 
(CAPT) and the Ministry of Finance of the 
value of the subject of the research after the 
reduction.

This is in addition to the commitment 
to the period of studying the bids speci-
fied in the referral letter from CAPT; 
so that the delay does not result in the 
withdrawal of the lowest-priced bidder 
and additional burdens on public funds, 
considering the technical study period 
reached 122 days.

Meanwhile, sources from the minis-
try disclosed that the tender includes the 
completion of high-precision and effi cient 
engineering works and maintenance to in-
crease the service life and ensure the safe 
operation of the station, particularly during 
summer, when high temperatures impose 
diffi cult challenges on all stations, includ-
ing the Subiya station.

This station is one of nine power genera-
tion stations that the ministry relies on pri-
marily to produce electricity, as its installed 
capacity is 7,046 megawatts, consisting of 
gas and steam units -- more than 34 percent 
of the ministry’s total production capacity 
of 20,250 megawatts.

Farwaniya Governorate photo
Photo taken during the meeting of the governors, convened by the Minister of Public 

Works.

Farwaniya Governor joins key meeting on
infrastructure with Minister Al-Mashaan
KUWAIT CITY, Jan 22: Farwaniya Gov-
ernor Sheikh Athbi Al-Naser Al-Athbi 
Al-Sabah participated in a meeting of the 
governors, convened by the Minister of 
Public Works Dr. Noura Al-Mashaan on 
Wednesday morning at the Ministry of Pub-
lic Works building in South Surra.

According to a press release by Farwani-
ya Governorate, the meeting was aimed 
at discussing ways to enhance joint coop-
eration between the governorates. They dis-
cussed the main challenges related to infra-
structure, particularly road maintenance, as 
well as future projects and plans along with 
their implementation strategies, with the 

aim of improving public services, ensuring 
the maintenance of roads and infrastructure, 
and being in line with the state’s general 
policy in accordance with the directives of 
the political leadership for meeting the aspi-
rations of citizens in all governorates.

Sheikh Athbi Al-Nasser affi rmed the im-
portance of collaboration between the Min-
istry of Public Works and the governorates 
to accelerate the completion of develop-
ment projects.

He expressed his appreciation for Dr. 
Al-Mashaan’s efforts and her dedication to 
completing all projects that improve quality 
of life and support sustainable development.
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Dar al-Athar
visit were DAI Supervisor General 
Sheikha Hussa Sabah Al-Salem Al-
Sabah and Acting Assistant Secretary-
General of the National Council for 
Culture, Arts and Literature (NCCAL) 
Sheikha Al-Anoud Ibrahim Al-Sabah.

The State of Kuwait boasts unri-
valled collection of relics that reflect 
the depth of the country’s rich culture 
and humanitarian history, Sheikha Al-
Anoud said in a welcoming speech.

“The historic visit of the delegation 
provides us with an opportunity to 
share experience on the best ways to 
conserve cultural heritage with world-
renowned experts,” she pointed out. 

Led by Shaikha Mai Bint Moham-
mad Al-Khalifa - founder and chair-
person of Sheikh Ebrahim bin Mo-
hammad Al Khalifa Center for Culture 
and Research of Bahrain, the delega-
tion includes President and CEO of the 
World Monuments Fund Benedicte de 
Montlaur.

Founded in 1965, the WMF pre-
serves the world’s diverse cultural 
heritage using the highest international 
standards at more than 700 sites in 112 
countries.

Kuwait strongly
on Thursday the Israeli occupation’s 
aggression on Jenin, the West Bank.

Secretary General of the League Dr. 
Mohammad Al-Essa denounced in a 
press release this dangerous violation 
saying that it adds to a series of con-
tinuous violations to all international 
and humanitarian laws.

He indicated that this threatens with 
even more civilian losses and under-
mines opportunities of peace and sta-
bility in the region.

The Israeli occupation continues ag-
gression against city of Jenin and its 

camp for the third day in a row, leaving 
behind 12 martyrs and major destruc-
tion to infrastructure.

Elsewhere, the Palestinian Public 
Authority for Civil Information af-
firmed Thursday that two Palestinians 
were killed by Israeli occupation’s 
bullets in Jenin in West Bank, where 
occupation forces are launching a wide 
operation for the third consecutive day.

In a press release, the authority said 
that it informed the Health Ministry 
about the death of Qutaiba Shalbi and 
Mohammad Nazal in Burqin villiage 
by occupation forces on Wednesday 
and keeping their bodies.

On Wednesday evening, Israeli oc-
cupation forces surrounded a house 
in Burqin and fired at it, according to 
what eyewitnesses reported to KUNA.

Israeli Channel 12 claimed that spe-
cial units and Shabak security agency 
were able to reach and assassinate 
the perpetrators of the operation that 
took place near Al-Funduq village two 
weeks ago, resulting in killing three 
settlers and injuring others.

The occupation army continues 
the military operation that it began in 
Jenin on January 21, which has so far 
resulted in the death of 12 young men 
and the injury of dozens.

Eyewitnesses told KUNA that the 
occupation army forced a number of 
families to leave the camp and that 
soldiers were deployed in its neighbor-
hoods and on the rooftops of buildings.

The occupation forces continue to 
impose a stifling siege on the West 
Bank through hundreds of barriers and 
iron gates erected at the entrances to 
Palestinian cities and towns.

The occupation’s measures hin-
dered the movement of citizens be-
tween cities and villages and deprived 
students of access to their schools and 
universities and employees to their 
workplaces.

The Israeli occupation army an-
nounced last week that within the 
framework of the agreement and prep-
arations for the release of prisoners and 
after the political decisions in the West 
Bank, combat forces will be strength-
ened in defense and attack. 

Israel continued its military opera-
tion in the occupied West Bank city 
of Jenin for a second day, killing at 
least ten people, the military said on 
Wednesday, as Palestinian sources re-
ported that Israeli troops also injured 
dozens.

The Israel Defense Forces (IDF) 
said in a statement that since the opera-
tion began on Tuesday, Israeli forces 
have killed “over 10” people, all of 
whom were claimed to be militants.

“Additionally, aerial strikes on ter-
ror infrastructure sites were conducted, 
and numerous explosives planted on 
routes by the terrorists were disman-
tled,” read the statement.

Kuwait weighs
This annual expenditure is directed 

towards supporting energy production 
through the state’s general budget, 
which contradicts the state’s goal of 
rationalizing spending and eliminating 
sources of budgetary waste.

Eng. Boushahri stressed the need to 
reconsider the current electricity and 
water tariffs and implement a bracket 
system based on rationalizing con-
sumption rather than simply collecting 
fees.

He said this approach would en-
sure that citizens with limited income 
or reasonable consumption are not 
unduly affected, adding that private 
housing is one of the sectors with high 
consumption levels.

Eng. Boushahri went on to say, 
“When customers, whether citizens or 
residents, feel the financial impact of 
their consumption, they will be more 
motivated to reduce it. As a result, 
expenses would decrease not only for 
the individual but also for the state’s 
general budget.

When the electricity and water tar-
iffs were amended in 2016, an agree-
ment was made between the Ministry 
of Electricity and Water and the Na-
tional Assembly’s relevant committee 
to study the bracket system two years 
after the amendment. However, this 
study has not yet taken place.”

He stressed that there is a draft law 
for pricing energy services, listed as a 
legislative requirement from the Min-
istry of Electricity, Water, and Re-
newable Energy, which needs to be 
finalized and approved through official 
channels, adding, “Such legislation 
could play a an important role in es-
tablishing fair electricity and water tar-
iffs, in line with the ministry’s goals of 
rationalizing expenditures, eliminating 
budget waste, and directing support to 
those who truly need it. This would be 
achievable after the completion of the 
smart meter system and the identifica-
tion of actual consumption patterns 
through a thorough scientific study.”

Buckle up
provisions of the amended law and 
promote greater adherence to traffic 
regulations to enhance road safety.

It will use a variety of platforms, in-
cluding traditional media such as press, 
television and radio, and social media, 
to ensure that the awareness messages 
reach all segments of society.

Traffic messages will also be broad-
cast in multiple languages, and media 
meetings will be held with officials 
to explain the importance of these 
amendments in reducing accidents and 
creating a safer traffic environment.

The ministry stated that the previous 
penalties will remain in effect until the 
new penalties are implemented.

It urged everyone to familiarize 
themselves with the amendments and 
comply with them, emphasizing that 
adherence to the law is a collective re-
sponsibility that helps protect lives and 
property.

The amendments to the traffic law 
include an increase in fines, with some 
violations now carrying a penalty of up 
to KD 150. Penalties for certain violations 
may include imprisonment. The lowest 
fine is KD 15 for a “no parking” violation.

The amendments also introduce 
a fine ranging from KD 1,000 to KD 
2,000 for anyone who, using a device 
or communication method, takes and 
shares photos, videos, or audio clips 
while committing any of the offenses 
stipulated in the law.

‘Gardenia’ exhibition highlights Kuwait’s rich heritage

NCCAL announces cultural extravaganza on Feb 10
KUWAIT CITY, Jan 23, (KUNA): 
The National Council for Culture, Arts 
and Letters (NCCAL) announced that 
it will hold the “Gardenia” exhibition 
on February 10 at the Kuwait National 
Museum. The exhibition will feature 
a rich and diverse program of cultural 
and artistic activities.

Acting Assistant Secretary-General 
for the Antiquities and Museums Sec-
tor at the council, Mohammed bin 
Redha, stated in a press release on 
Thursday that this event is held in co-
operation with the National Council 
for Culture as a government partner. 
It is part of the council’s strategy to 
enhance partnerships with the private 
sector to support and develop Kuwait’s 
cultural and artistic scene.

Bin Redha explained that the exhi-
bition, which will run until the end of 
February, is the largest of its kind in 
Kuwait in terms of the activities it of-
fers. It will feature the most signifi cant 
artistic collections, including paintings 
from the National Council for Culture, 
as well as musical and folkloric perfor-
mances in collaboration with the arts 
sector. The exhibition will also include 
a section dedicated to agricultural 

products and outdoor sessions focused 
on gardens.

He noted that specialized workshops 
and seminars will be organized along-
side the exhibition, covering topics 
such as lighting design for gardens and 
urban planning. These sessions will 
provide a platform for learning and 
interaction with experts in these fi elds. 
Bin Redha emphasized that the exhi-
bition is an opportunity to foster inno-
vation and creativity in Kuwait while 
linking cultural aspects with nature 
and the arts.

He also mentioned that the Kuwait 
National Museum will host a series 
of distinguished exhibitions alongside 
the “Gardenia” exhibition, highlight-
ing Kuwait’s history and rich herit-
age. This includes the Archaeological 
Discoveries Exhibition, which features 
the most important artifacts discovered 
in Kuwait, refl ecting the country’s an-
cient history and its civilizational role 
throughout the ages.

Bin Redha further explained that the 
museum will also organize a Popular 
Heritage Exhibition, which will show-
case aspects of traditional life in Ku-
wait, such as daily life tools, clothing, 

handicrafts, and popular councils, of-
fering visitors a chance to learn about 
the culture of their ancestors.

Additionally, the Planetarium will 
present engaging documentary and 
scientifi c shows suitable for visitors of 

all ages. These shows aim to educate 
the public about astronomy and na-
ture in an entertaining and educational 
manner, making the exhibition an ideal 
destination for those interested in cul-
ture and science.

KUNA photo
Acting Assistant Secretary-General for Antiquities and Museums Sector, 

Mohammed bin Redha, visits the Gardenia Exhibition.
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Kuwait’s Al-Najat Charity opens residential village with its service facilities in southern Yemen.

Kuwait’s Al-Najat Charity inaugurates new fully 
equipped residential village in southern Yemen
ADEN, Jan 23, (KUNA): The Kuwaiti Al-Najat Charity So-
ciety inaugurated on Wednesday the residential village “Al-
Khayreen 9”, which comprises 30 housing units in addition 
to a school and healthcare center, in Abyan Governorate, 
southern Yemen.

Yanabee Al-Khayr, a Yemeni organization that super-
vised the implementation of the project, stated in a press re-
lease that the village consists of 30 furnished housing units 
equipped with power-generating solar systems. 

Moreover, the benefi ting families would also be provide 
with a source of income to improve their livelihoods, the 
organization said. It added that the village’s school has three 
classrooms and the Kuwaiti charity promised to pay teach-
ers’ salaries for an entire academic year and provide students 
with school bags, uniforms, and textbooks.

The project also included the construction of a mosque 
with its facilities and a fully equipped health unit with nec-
essary medical supplies, as well as a solar-powered water 
project to meet the needs of the village residents.

Mahdi Al-Hamoud, the Deputy Governor of Abyan, 
praised the signifi cant role played by Al-Najat Charity Soci-
ety in supporting local communities and achieving sustain-
able development through its projects that address residents’ 
needs and improve their living standards.

Tawfi q Al-Baab’i, the head of Yanabee Al-Khayr, ex-
pressed gratitude to Kuwait, its leadership, and its people for 
their non-stop support to the Yemeni people.

The opening of “Al-Khayreen 9” is part of a series of fi ve 
residential villages that will soon be inaugurated as part of 
Al-Najat’s efforts to support development in Yemen.

Crown Prince, PM extend sympathy

Kuwait’s Amir offers condolences to 
Mongolia over ex-president passing
KUWAIT CITY, Jan 23, (KUNA): 
His Highness the Amir Sheikh Me-
shal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
sent a cable of condolences on 
Thursday to Mongolian President 
Ukhnaa Khurelsukh over the pass-
ing of former Mongolian President 
Ochirbat Punsalmaa. In the cable, 
His Highness expressed his heart-
felt condolences and sympathy, 
praying to Allah Almighty to grant 
patience to his family and loved 
ones.

His Highness the Crown Prince 

Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad 
Al-Sabah also sent a cable of con-
dolences to Mongolian President 
Ukhnaa Khurelsukh, expressing 
his heartfelt condolences and sym-
pathy to the family and loved ones 
of the late Ochirbat Punsalmaa.

His Highness the Prime Minister 
Sheikh Ahmad Abdullah Al-Ah-
mad Al-Sabah sent a similar cable 
of condolences to Mongolian Pres-
ident Ukhnaa Khurelsukh, mourn-
ing the passing of former President 
Ochirbat Punsalmaa.

CSC guarantees full monthly rewards 
for revoked nationals under Article 8
KUWAIT CITY, Jan 23: The Civil 
Service Commission has announced 
that all government agencies have 
been instructed to begin fi nalizing 
employment contracts for female em-
ployees whose nationalities were re-
voked under Article 8 of the Nation-

ality Law, reports Al-Seyassah daily.
The new contracts will take effect 

the day after the nationality was with-
drawn, with a comprehensive monthly 
reward equal to the total of the last 
monthly salary the employee received 
before the nationality withdrawal.

Social Affairs plans to reclaim 
wedding venues from donors

Al-Huwailah pledges reforms and transparency

By Fares Al-Abdan
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 23: Minister of So-
cial Affairs, Family, and Childhood Af-
fairs Dr. Amthal Al-Huwailah reaffirmed 
the ministry’s plan to reclaim the wedding 
venues that had been returned to the do-
nors.

During her meeting with officials from the minis-
try’s community development centers, Al-Huwailah 
responded to employees’ requests to reinstate the shift 
allowance for inspectors, stating, “Kuwait is a land of 
goodness and does not fall short; it is generous to those 
who deserve it.”

She affirmed that she takes full political responsibility for 
any shortcomings within the ministry.

The minister said, “It is my policy to meet with all em-
ployees of the ministry because this matter is very important 
to me. I learn from them, and I take full political respon-
sibility for any shortcomings. I do not shy away from my 
responsibilities, and we do not blame others. In this ministry, 
we contribute to building and serving this country, and every 
effort is appreciated by me and the leadership.

“We are all involved in addressing any shortcomings, and 
your role as employees is to alert us to shortcomings, if any, 
so that we can deal with them. I have confidence in every 
employee, each in their position, to put forth their best effort. 
We are all in the same boat, and my office door is always 
open. I am here to listen to any grievances or suggestions, 
and to serve you and your interests.”

She highlighted that Kuwait is currently serving as the 
presidency of the Gulf Cooperation Council for ministries of 
Social Affairs this year.

Photo by Rezk Taufi q
Dr. Amthal Al-Huwailah during her meeting with super-

visors of community development centers and halls.
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Teen fatally shoots female student and himself 
at Antioch High School in Nashville, police say

Russian victory over Ukraine would have costly  
impact on alliance’s credibility: NATO chief

Knox gets final shot 
at clearing name

ROME, Jan 23, (AP): Amanda Knox 
has a final shot at clearing her name 
of the last vestige of criminal wrong-
doing when Italy’s highest court on 
Thursday hears her appeal of a slan-
der conviction for falsely accusing 
a Congolese bar owner in the 2007 
murder of her British flatmate.

But the innocent man she accused, 
Patrick Lumbumba, told reporters 
outside Italy’s Cassation Court that 
he hopes the conviction stands and 
“stays with her for the rest of her 
life.”

The ruling should bring an end 
to a sensational 17-year legal saga 
that saw Knox and her Italian ex-
boyfriend convicted and acquitted in 
flip-flop verdicts in 21-year-old Mer-
edith Kercher’s brutal murder, before 
being exonerated by the highest Cas-
sation Court in 2015.

House passes immigrant detention bill that would be Trump’s 1st law to sign

‘If Europe is to survive, it must be armed’

Trump meets with more Republicans as they hash out legislative roadmap

EU needs to end military dependency on US: Tusk

WASHINGTON, Jan 23, (AP): 
US President Donald Trump met 
Wednesday with a small contingent 
of the most politically endangered 
House Republicans as the party 
struggles to agree on a strategy for 
implementing the tax cuts and other 
priorities that it promised voters.

The meeting happened as Trump 
tried to advance other priorities 
during the fi rst week of his second 
term. Roughly 160 aides at Nation-
al Security Council were sent home 
while they are reviewed to deter-
mine if they align with Trump’s 
agenda. The Pentagon planned to 
send as many as 1,500 active-duty 
troops to support border security 
efforts.

“The American people have been 
waiting for such a time as this,” 
said Karoline Leavitt, the White 
House press secretary.

Stephen Miller, a top Trump 
adviser, met with Senate Repub-
licans to update them on plans 
for deportations and reinstating 
what’s known as Title 42, a policy 
that was put in place during the 
coronavirus pandemic to stop bor-
der crossings.

Although Republicans control 
the White House and both cham-
bers of Congress, they have only 
thin majorities on Capitol Hill, and 
there are disagreements on how to 

move forward with so many issues 
on the table.

Trump’s meeting unfolded amid 
a series of private “listening ses-
sions” with House Speaker Mike 
Johnson, whose ability to unite his 
conference will be sorely tested 
in the weeks and months ahead. 
Trump has held his own dinners 
with Republican lawmakers at 
Mar-a-Lago, and he’s preparing to 
address them next week at their pri-
vate retreat in Doral, Florida, where 
the president owns a resort.

“We’re working very closely in 
close coordination with the White 
House because this is an America 
First agenda that takes both of those 
branches of government to work in 
tandem,” Johnson said Wednesday 
at a news conference.

Referring to Trump’s meeting, 
Johnson said the president “is kick-
starting what will ultimately be our 
legislative agenda.”

Those attending the meeting in-
cluded Mike Lawler of New York, 
Brian Fitzpatrick of Pennsylvania 
and Don Bacon of Nebraska. All 
three of their congressional dis-
tricts were won by Democrat Ka-
mala Harris in last year’s presiden-
tial election.

A lengthy fi rst meeting with 
Trump and Republican leaders at 
the White House on Tuesday was 

described as more of a fi rst date 
than a marriage, said one person 
granted anonymity to discuss the 
private session.

They’ve been debating the best 
strategy for advancing their agenda 
of tax cuts, deportations and mas-
sive reductions to the federal work-
force, among other Trump prom-
ises.

Trump is fond of the idea of “one 
big, beautiful bill,” which House 
Republican leaders also prefer.

Senate Republicans are skepti-
cal of that approach, arguing that 
it could take months to compile the 
legislation only to watch it collapse 
under its own weight.

Senate Majority Leader John 
Thune continues to advocate for a 

two-step approach that would in-
volve fi rst providing money Trump 
needs to ramp up border wall con-
struction and mass deportation 
plans, along with domestic energy 
development and other resources 
for the Pentagon.

That would save the thorny issue 
of tax and spending cuts for a sec-
ond package.

It’s not just strategy but sub-
stance that divides Republican law-
makers, despite their broad agree-
ment on the need to lower taxes 
and reduce the size of the federal 
government.

Also:
WASHINGTON: The House on 
Wednesday gave fi nal approval to 
a bill that requires the detainment 
of unauthorized immigrants ac-
cused of theft and violent crimes, 
marking the fi rst legislation that 
President Donald Trump can sign 
as Congress, with some bipartisan 
support, swiftly moved in line with 
his plans to crackdown on illegal 
immigration.

Passage of the Laken Riley Act, 
which was named after a Georgia 
nursing student who was murdered 
last year by a Venezuelan man, 
shows just how sharply the political 
debate over immigration has shift-
ed to the right following Trump’s 

election victory. Immigration poli-
cy has often been one of the most 
entrenched issues in Congress, but 
a crucial faction of 46 politically 
vulnerable Democrats joined with 
Republicans to lift the strict pro-
posal to passage on a 263-156 vote 
tally.

“For decades, it has been almost 
impossible for our government to 
agree on solutions for the problems 
at our border and within our coun-
try,” said Sen. Katie Britt, an Ala-
bama Republican. She called the 
legislation “perhaps the most sig-
nifi cant immigration enforcement 
bill” to be passed by Congress in 
nearly three decades.

Still, the bill would require a 
massive ramp-up in U.S. Immigra-
tion and Customs Enforcement’s 
capabilities, but does not include 
any new funding.

Meanwhile, the new president 
has launched a slew of executive 
orders intended to seal off the bor-
der of Mexico to immigration and 
ultimately deport millions of im-
migrants without permanent legal 
status in the U.S. On Wednesday, 
Trump also canceled refugee reset-
tlement and his administration has 
signaled intentions to prosecute lo-
cal law enforcement offi cials who 
do not enforce his new immigration 
policies.

BRUSSELS, Jan 23, (AP): The Euro-
pean Union cannot rely on the United 
States to defend it and must increase 
military spending and security pre-
paredness to help Ukraine and deter 
Russia from targeting any more of its 
neighbors, top EU officials warned on 
Wednesday.

“Ask not of America what it can 
do for our security. Ask yourselves 
what we can do for our own security,” 
Polish Prime Minister Donald Tusk, 
whose country holds the EU presiden-
cy, said, paraphrasing a quote from US 
President John F. Kennedy’s inaugural 
address in 1961.

In an address to EU lawmakers, 
Tusk urged the 27-nation bloc to 
“take control” of its own security and 
to identify its weaknesses. “If Europe 

is to survive, it must be armed,” he 
said.

Anxiety is mounting that US Presi-
dent Donald Trump might seek to 
quickly end the war in talks with Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin on terms 
that are unfavorable to Ukraine, or 
once again refuse to defend European 
allies who do not boost their military 
budgets.

“We need to believe again in our 
power,” Tusk told the assembly, in 
Strasbourg, France. “We are strong, 
we are equal to the greatest powers in 
the world. The only thing we have to 
do is believe in it.”

Tusk said that his country is spend-
ing close to 5% of its gross domestic 
product on its defense budget, more 
than any NATO ally including the 

United States. He urged his European 
partners to match that rate at least un-
til Russia backs down.

“It is today that we need to radically 
increase our defense spending (but) 
not forever and ever.”

In Brussels, EU foreign policy chief 
Kaja Kallas warned of the dangers that 
Russia already poses, laying out a list 
of acts of sabotage, cyber-attacks, dis-
information campaigns and electronic 
GPS jamming that she accuses Mos-
cow of underwriting.

“Many of our national intelligence 
agencies are giving us the information 
that Russia could test the EU’s readi-
ness to defend itself in 3 to 5 years,” 
she said at a European Defense Agen-
cy gathering. “Who else are we listen-
ing to if not to them?”

NASHVILLE, Tenn., Jan 23, (AP): A shooting in a Nash-
ville high school cafeteria Wednesday left a female student 
dead and another student wounded, nearly two years after 
another deadly school shooting in the city that ignited an 
emotional debate about gun control in Tennessee.

The 17-year-old shooter, who was also a student at 
Antioch High School, later shot and killed himself with a 
handgun, Metro Nashville Police spokesperson Don Aaron 
said during a news conference. Police identified him as 
Solomon Henderson.

Police Chief John Drake said the shooter “confronted” 
student Josselin Corea Escalante, 16, in the cafeteria and 
opened fire, killing her.

The wounded student was grazed by a bullet. He was 
treated and released from the hospital, Drake said. Another 
student was taken to a hospital for treatment of a facial in-
jury that happened during a fall, Aaron said.

Metro Nashville Police, federal and state agencies are 
examining “very concerning online writings and social me-
dia posts connected to 17-year-old Solomon Henderson” as 
they work to establish a motive, police said in a statement 
Wednesday evening.

Investigators at this point have not established a connec-

tion between Henderson and the victims, and police said the 
gunfire may have been random, according to the statement.

Two school resource officers were in the building when 
the shooting happened around 11 a.m., Aaron said. They 
were not in the immediate vicinity of the cafeteria and by 
the time they got down there the shooting was over and the 
gunman had killed himself, Aaron said.

The school has about 2,000 students and is in Antioch, a 
neighborhood about 10 miles (16 kilometers) southeast of 
downtown Nashville.

At a family safety center close to a hospital, officials 
helped shocked parents reunite with their children.

Dajuan Bernard was waiting at a Mapco service station 
to reunite with his son, a 10th grader, who was being held in 
the auditorium with other students Wednesday afternoon. 
He first heard of the shooting from his son, who “was a 
little startled,” Bernard said. His son was upstairs from the 
cafeteria but said he heard the gunfire.

“He was OK and let me know that everything was OK,” 
Bernard said. “This world is so crazy, it could happen any-
where,” he said. “We’ve just got to protect the kids, and 
raise the kids right to prevent them from even doing this. 
That’s the hardest part.”

BRUSSELS, Jan 23, (AP): NATO 
Secretary-General Mark Rutte warned 
on Thursday that a Russian victory 
over Ukraine would undermine the 
dissuasive force of the world’s big-
gest military alliance and that its cred-
ibility could cost trillions to restore.

NATO has been ramping up its 
forces along its eastern flank with 
Russia, Belarus and Ukraine, deploy-
ing thousands of troops and equip-
ment to deter Moscow from expand-
ing its war into the territory of any of 
the organization’s 32 member coun-
tries.

“If Ukraine loses then to restore the 
deterrence of the rest of NATO again, 
it will be a much, much higher price 
than what we are contemplating at 
this moment in terms of ramping up 
our spending and ramping up our in-
dustrial production,” Rutte said.

“It will not be billions extra; it will 
be trillions extra,” he said, on the 
sidelines of the World Economic Fo-
rum in Davos, Switzerland.

Rutte insisted that Ukraine’s West-
ern backers must “step up and not 
scale back the support” they are pro-
viding to the country, almost three 
years after Russia’s full-fledged inva-
sion began.

“We have to change the trajectory 
of the war,” Rutte said, adding that 
the West “cannot allow in the 21st 
century that one country invades an-
other country and tries to colonize it.”

“We are beyond those days,” he 
said.

Anxiety in Europe is mounting that 
US President Donald Trump might 
seek to quickly end the war in talks 
with Russian President Vladimir Pu-
tin on terms that are unfavorable to 
Ukraine, but Rutte appeared wary 
about trying to do things in a hurry.

“If we got a bad deal, it would only 

mean that we will see the president 
of Russia high-fiving with the lead-
ers from North Korea, Iran and China 
and we cannot accept that,” the former 
Dutch prime minister said. “That would 
be geopolitically a big, big mistake.”

Trump’s new envoy for special 
missions, Richard Grenell, criticized 
allies who talk of continuing the war 
but still won’t increase their defense 
spending to NATO guidelines. He 
said Americans think it is “outra-
geous” that the Biden administration 
refused to talk to Putin.

NATO leaders have agreed that 
each member country should spend 
at least 2% of gross domestic product 
on their military budgets. The alliance 
estimates that 23 members will reach 
that level this year, although almost a 
third will still fall short. Poland and 
Estonia spend most in GDP terms.

“You cannot ask the American peo-
ple to expand the umbrella of NATO 
when the current members aren’t pay-
ing their fair share,” Grenell said. 
The United States spends most within 
NATO on its own budget, in dollar 
terms, and allies rely on its military 
might for their defense.

“When we have leaders who are 
going to talk about more war, we need 
to make sure that those leaders are 
spending the right amount of money,” 
Grenell said. “We need to be able to 
avoid war, and that means a credible 
threat from NATO.”

He also insisted that former Presi-
dent Joe Biden was wrong not to talk 
to Putin, who was indicted for war 
crimes in 2023 by the International 
Criminal Court for the “unlawful de-
portation” of children from Ukraine to 
Russia.

School bus arrives at a unification site following a shooting at Antioch High School in Nashville, Tenn on Jan 22. (AP)

Polish Prime Minister Donald Tusk arrives to deliver his speech during the presentation of the programme of activi-
ties of the Polish Presidency, at the European Parliament on Jan 22 in Strasbourg, eastern France. (AP)

Switzerland’s Defense Minister Federal Councillor Viola Amherd, (right), 
shakes hands with NATO Secretary General Mark Rutte, (left), prior to a 
bilateral meeting on the sidelines of the Annual Meeting of the World Eco-

nomic Forum in Davos, Switzerland on Jan 22. (AP)

Amanda Knox arrives flanked by her husband Christopher Robinson, right, 
and her lawyer Luca Luparia Donati at the Florence courtroom in Florence, 

Italy on June 5, 2024. (AP)

US House Speaker Mike Johnson, R-La., (center), joined from left by Rep. 
Jeff Hurd, R-Colo., Republican Conference Chair Lisa McClain, R-Mich., 
and House Majority Leader Steve Scalise, R-La., during a news confer-
ence at the Republican National Committee headquarters in Washington 

on Jan 22. (AP)

Europe

Merz demands tougher rules: 
Germany’s opposition leader vowed 
Thursday to bar people from enter-
ing the country without proper pa-
pers and to step up deportations if he 
is elected chancellor next month, as 
a knife attack by a rejected asylum-
seeker spilled over into an election 
campaign in which he is the front-
runner.

Two people, including a 2-year-
old boy, were killed and three in-
jured Wednesday in the Bavarian 
city of Aschaffenburg. The suspect, 
arrested shortly afterward, is a 
28-year-old Afghan with a history of 
psychiatric problems and violence 
who said over a month ago that he 
would leave Germany voluntarily.

His asylum application was re-
jected in 2023 and authorities failed 

to send him back to Bulgaria, where 
he fi rst arrived in the European Un-
ion, according to Bavarian offi cials, 
who pointed the fi nger at the federal 
migration offi ce.

Chancellor Olaf Scholz, whose 
c e n t e r - l e f t 
party trails in 
polls ahead 
of Germa-
ny’s Feb 23 
election, met 
the heads of 
the coun-
try’s security 
services on 
Wednesday 
evening and 
said they 

will “draw 
the necessary 

consequences. Now.” He didn’t 
specify what those would be.

His main election challenger, 
Friedrich Merz, whose center-right 

Union bloc leads polls, stepped up 
his party’s vows to toughen migra-
tion policy. (AP)

❑      ❑      ❑

5 treated after UK stabbing: 
Five people have been treated fol-
lowing a stabbing Thursday morn-
ing in south London, according to 
London’s Ambulance Service.

London’s Metropolitan Police 
said a man has been arrested follow-
ing the stabbing in Croydon. British 
media reports said the stabbing hap-
pened near an Asda supermarket.

The ambulance service said one 
person was taken to a major trauma 
center in London and four other 
people were hospitalized.

“We sent a number of resources 
to the scene, including ambulance 
crews, a paramedic in a fast re-
sponse car, an incident response 
offi cer, members of our Tactical 
Response Unit and London’s Air 
Ambulance,” the service said. (AP)

Merz
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Sri Lankan leader
issues guidelines
COLOMBO, Jan 23, (Xinhua): The 
offi ce of Sri Lankan President Anura 
Kumara Dissanayake has issued new 
guidelines to ministers and deputy min-
isters, capping the size of their staff, ve-
hicle use, and other expenses in a bid to 
reduce government spending.

The instructions issued on Jan. 21 
were released to the media on Thurs-

day.
According to 

N.S. Kumanay-
ake, secretary 
to the president, 
ministers are per-
mitted a maxi-
mum of 15 sup-
port staff, while 
deputy ministers 
are allowed 12. 
Most of these staff 
members must be 
recruited from the 

existing state service, and none can 
include family members or close rela-
tives, as per the instructions.

The Presidential Secretariat also out-
lined regulations regarding the use of of-
fi cial vehicles, fuel allocations, and tel-
ephone expenses. Ministers and deputy 
ministers are limited to two offi cial ve-
hicles. If they use state-owned vehicles 
or rent vehicles from private entities, the 
ministry secretary must ensure that these 
procurements adhere to the regulations 
set by the Presidential Secretariat.

South Korea to remove concrete barriers near runways

S.Korean investigators call for indictment of detained Yoon
SEOUL, South Korea, Jan 23, (AP): 
South Korean investigators asked 
prosecutors to indict the country’s de-
tained President Yoon Suk Yeol over 
his short-lived imposition of martial 
law last month, as it accused him of 
rebellion, abuse of power and obstruc-
tion of parliament on Thursday.

Yoon defended his actions again as 
he appeared at a court hearing for the 
second time Thursday, saying the Dec. 
3 martial law decree was only meant 
to inform the public of the danger of 
an opposition-controlled National As-
sembly. He argued that the martial law 
imposition ended early because he 
quickly withdrew troops after the as-
sembly voted down his decree.

“The reason for the declaration of 
martial law wasn’t about a warning 
to the opposition. I was trying to ap-
peal to the people to draw their strict 
supervision and criticism of the op-
position,” Yoon told a hearing at the 
Constitutional Court. “No matter how 
many warnings I would issue to the 
opposition, they would have been 
useless.”

Yoon was impeached and suspended 
by the assembly on Dec 14. The Con-
stitutional Court is now deliberating to 
determine whether to formally throw 
Yoon out of offi ce or reinstate him.

Appearing at the same hearing, 
Yoon’s defense minister at the time 
of the martial law enforcement, Kim 
Yong Hyun, supported the president’s 

argument, saying that he drew up the 
decree and proposed it to Yoon.

Kim, a close associate of Yoon who 
is also in detention, claimed that Yoon 

asked him to remove a public curfew 
from the decree, deploy a much small-
er number of soldiers to the assembly 
than he initially proposed, and prevent 

troops from carrying live ammunition.
Kim’s arguments couldn’t imme-

diately be independently verifi ed. He 
has previously said all responsibility 
for the imposition of martial law rests 
solely with him. He was stopped from 
attempting suicide while in detention, 
days after the ill-fated martial law en-
actment.

Also:
SEOUL, South Korea: South Korea 
will remove concrete embankments 
near airport runways in response to a 
recent air disaster, media reports said 
Thursday.

The embankments contain anten-
nas called localizers designed to guide 
aircraft during landings and have been 
blamed for making last month’s crash 
of a Jeju Air plane worse.

The Boeing 737-800 skidded off a 
runway in the South Korean city of 
Muan on Dec. 29 after its landing 
gear failed to deploy, slamming into 
the concrete structure and bursting into 
fl ames, killing all but two of the 181 
people on board.

The Transport Ministry said it will 
replace the structures with break-
able materials that are safer, the Korea 
JoongAng Daily newspaper and other 
media reported.

Supporters of impeached South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol stage a rally to oppose his impeachment near 
the Constitutional Court in Seoul, South Korea on Jan 23. (AP)

Mexican border states prepare migrant shelters 
as Trump begins deportation campaign

CIUDAD JUÁREZ, Mexico, Jan 23, 
(AP): Mexico raised sprawling tents 
on the U.S. border Wednesday as it 
braced for President Donald Trump to 
fulfi ll his pledge to carry out mass de-
portations. In an empty lot tight against 
the border with El Paso, Texas, cranes 
lifted metal frames for tent shelters in 
Ciudad Juárez.

Enrique Serrano, an offi cial in Chi-
huahua state, where Ciudad Juárez is lo-
cated, said the tents erected for Mexican 
deportees were just the initial phase of a 
potential larger operation, and something 
authorities would scale up if the number 
of migrants gathering on the border con-
tinued to mount. He suggested migrants 
from other countries expelled from the 
U.S. would be relocated to Mexico City 
or southern regions of Mexico as they’ve 
done previously.

Nogales, Mexico - across from 
Nogales, Arizona - announced that it 
would build shelters on soccer fi elds 
and in a gymnasium. The border cit-
ies of Matamoros and Piedras Negras 
have launched similar efforts.

At a border crossing in Tijuana, 
Mexico, on Tuesday night, one man 
shouted to journalists that he was be-
ing deported in a group that was ar-
rested that morning in farm fi elds near 
Denver. Another man said he was in a 
group that had been brought from Ore-
gon. Everyone carried their belongings 

in a small orange bag.
Neither man’s account could be in-

dependently confi rmed.
The number of people deported Tues-

day was lower than the daily average of 
about 500 last year, Mexican President 
Claudia Sheinbaum noted at her daily 
press briefi ng. And many border shelters 
that have long offered refuge to migrants 
remained comparatively empty to the 
soaring levels of migrants seen just a 
year before. Still, heads of those migrant 

shelters like José María Garcia, direc-
tor of the Tijuana shelter Movimiento 
Juventud 2000 were bracing for what 
could come.

“Mass deportations in the United 
States and the arrival of thousands of 
migrants from the south could over-
whelm the city of Tijuana and other 
border cities, creating a crisis,” he said.

Though quickly ramping up depor-
tations - as Trump pledges - faces lo-
gistical and fi nancial challenges.

The Mexican government is build-
ing nine shelters in border cities to 
receive deportees. It has said that it 
would also use existing facilities in Ti-
juana, Ciudad Juarez and Matamoros, 
to take in migrants whose appoint-
ments to request asylum in the U.S. 
were canceled on Inauguration Day.

Sheinbaum has said that Mexico 
will give humanitarian aid to migrants 
from other countries whose asylum ap-
pointments were cancelled, as well as 
those sent to wait in her nation under 
the revived policy known as Remain in 
Mexico. Mexico wants to eventually 
and voluntarily return them to their na-
tions, she has said.

Mexican Foreign Affairs Secretary 
Juan Ramón de la Fuente and the new 
U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio 
held their fi rst telephone conversation 
in their new positions. “It was a very 
good conversation, very cordial, they 
talked about migration and security is-
sues,” Sheinbaum said.

After pledging to dramatically shift 
border and immigration policies, on 
Monday Trump scrapped the program 
known as CBP One that allowed asy-
lum seekers to schedule appointments 
on their phones before arriving at the 
border, providing a degree of order. On 
Wednesday, the Pentagon announced 
it was sending up to 1,500 active-duty 
troops to the border.

Asia
2 Philippine soldiers killed: 
Gunmen killed two soldiers and 
wounded 12 others who were de-
ployed to secure a UN livelihood 
project in the southern Philippines, 
military offi cials said Thursday.

The attack 
We d n e s d a y 
in Sumisip 
town in Basi-
lan province 
sparked a 
clash in which 
two gunmen 
were also 
killed, they 
said. The mili-
tary said the 
attackers in-
cluded mem-
bers of the Moro Islamic Liberation 
Front, an armed Muslim group that 
signed a 2014 peace deal with the 
government.

An army truck carrying soldiers 
assigned to secure a UN Develop-
ment Program project was fi red on in 
an ambush by the attackers, the mili-
tary said.

Philippine army chief Lt. Gen Roy 
Galido said the army was working 
with provincial offi cials and law en-
forcers to ensure “justice be served to 
our fallen heroes.” (AP)

❑     ❑     ❑

4 die in Cambodia capital: Four 
people died and fi ve others were in-
jured Thursday as a crowd scrambled 
for a handout of food and cash from 
one of Cambodia ‘s richest people as 
a Chinese Lunar New Year gift, offi -
cials said.

The victims were crushed as the 
crowd of hundreds surged forward 
when the gates to Sok Kong’s walled 
compound in Phnom Penh opened to 
start the distribution of $10 in cash 
and two kilograms (4.5 pounds) of 
rice, police spokesperson Sam Vich-
hika said. (AP)

❑     ❑     ❑

1 dead in Japan stabbing: One 
person died and two others were 
injured in a knife attack Wednes-
day night outside a train station in 
Nagano in central Japan, and police 
were looking for a suspect who fl ed, 
authorities said.

Nagano police and fi re department 
offi cials said a 49-year-old man was 
pronounced dead at a hospital. A 
37-year-old man was wounded but 
conscious, while a 46-year-old wom-
an had a head injury from falling.

Those attacked described the sus-
pect as an unfamiliar middle-aged 
man, the Kyodo News agency re-
ported. The stabbing occurred near a 
bus terminal outside Nagano station. 
(AP)

❑     ❑     ❑

Man gets death in China: A 
Chinese man who injured a Japanese 
mother and her child and killed a Chi-
nese bus attendant trying to protect 
them in a knife attack near Shanghai 
last June has been sentenced to death, 
according to a Japanese government 
offi cial.

A court in the city of Suzhou 
said Zhou Jiasheng, 52, stabbed 
the three because he was indebted 
and did not want to live any longer, 
Chief Cabinet Secretary Yoshimasa 
Hayashi told reporters in Tokyo on 
Thursday. (AP)

Galido

Colombia reactivates arrest orders for top
rebels blamed for violence in cocaine turf war

Pakistan proposes sweeping controls on soc-med

BOGOTA, Colombia, Jan 23, (AP): Colombia’s govern-
ment is reactivating arrest orders for the top leadership 
of the nation’s largest rebel group following attacks on 
civilians as part of a deadly turf war with dissident guer-
rillas from another armed group for control of a coca-
growing region bordering Venezuela.

President Gustavo Petro’s leftist government in 2022 
suspended warrants against top commanders of the Na-
tional Liberation Army, or ELN, as part of an effort to 
coax the 60-year-old insurgency into a peace deal.

Among the 31 rebel leaders whose arrest was ordered 
Wednesday by the chief prosecutor’s offi ce is Pablo 
Beltrán, the lead ELN negotiator in those halting peace 
talks, as well as the group’s top military commander, 
best known by his alias, Antonio García. Petro - himself 
a former member of the M-19 guerrilla group - has also 
suspended the peace talks in response to the violence.

At least 80 people have been killed and thousands 
more displaced in Colombia’s Catatumbo region in 
the past week as fi ghting intensifi es between the ELN 
and holdouts from the Revolutionary Armed Forces of 
Colombia, or FARC, a guerrilla group that largely dis-

banded after signing a peace deal in 2016 with the gov-
ernment. Some of the estimated 18,000 displaced people 
have fl ed into Venezuela.

The armed groups are fi ghting over control of strate-
gic drug routes that have been fueling a boom in cocaine 
production from Colombia in recent years.

It’s not clear what upset the delicate truce between 
the groups, which rely on the drug trade to fund their 
insurgencies. Some analysts believe the Cuban revolu-
tion-inspired ELN has been losing strength in its historic 
stronghold in northeastern Colombia as the FARC dis-
sidents expand their infl uence.

Colombia’s Foreign Minister Luis Gilberto Murillo 
told the U.N. Security Council Wednesday that the gov-
ernment will not rest until those responsible for the vio-
lence that killed signatories of the 2016 peace agreement 
and civilians in the Catatumbo region are brought to jus-
tice. “We reject the war crimes and the crimes against 
humanity unreservedly committed by the ELN and the 
dissident groups...,” he said. “The murder of the signa-
tories to the peace agreement are unacceptable, and we 
condemn those deaths robustly.”

ISLAMABAD, Jan 23, (AP): Paki-
stan’s opposition said Thursday the 
government is seeking to further sup-
press freedom of speech a day after it 
proposed sweeping controls on social 
media that could include blocking plat-
forms and sending users to prison for 
spreading disinformation.

The Prevention of Electronic 
Crimes Act, introduced in the National 
Assembly by Law Minister Azam Na-
zeer Tarar on Wednesday, would create 

an agency with the power to order “un-
lawful and offensive content” blocked 
from social media, and to ban indi-
viduals and organizations from social 
media

Social media platforms would be 
required to register with the new So-
cial Media Protection and Regulatory 
Authority, and those failing to comply 
with the law could face temporary or 
permanent bans.

The law also makes spreading disin-

formation a criminal offense, punish-
able by three years in prison and a fi ne 
of 2 million rupees ($7,150).

The move comes nearly a year after 
Pakistan blocked the X platform ahead 
of an election that the opposition party 
of imprisoned former Prime Minister 
Imran Khan says was rigged. X is still 
blocked in the country, although many 
people use virtual private networks to 
access it, like in other countries with 
tight internet controls.

Police patrol in Tibu, Colombia on Jan 21 following guerrilla attacks that have killed dozens of people and 
forced thousands to fl ee their homes in the Catatumbo region. (AP)

M23 advances in
E. Congo’s Goma
NZULO, Congo, Jan 23, (AP): The M23 
rebel group’s advance toward eastern 
Congo’s largest city has displaced over 
178,000 people in the past two weeks, 
the United Nations said, as the fi ghters 
closed in on Goma on the border with 
Rwanda.

The M23 has been making signifi -
cant advances, though it was unclear 
whether the rebels will try to capture 
Goma, which they seized in 2012 and 
controlled for over a week. Congolese 
authorities said Tuesday its fi ghters 
seized the town of Minova, on a key 
supply route for Goma, a regional hub 
for security and humanitarian efforts. 
M23 is one of about 100 armed groups 
that have been vying for a foothold in 
mineral-rich eastern Congo in a dec-
ades-long confl ict that has created one 
of the world’s largest humanitarian cri-
ses. More than 7 million people have 
been displaced.

People fl eeing M-23 rebel advances arrive by boat in Goma, Democratic 
Republic of the Congo on Jan 22. (AP)

Colombian president visits southern Haiti

UN chief warns gangs could overrun Haiti capital
UNITED NATIONS, Jan 23, (AP): 
Gangs in Haiti could overrun the capita 
l, Port-au-Prince, leading to a complete 
breakdown of government authority 
without additional international sup-
port for the beleaguered national po-
lice, the United Nations chief warned.

Secretary-General Antonio Gu-
terres said in a report released to co-
incide with a Security Council meet-
ing Wednesday on the deteriorating 
situation in the Western Hemisphere’s 
poorest country that “time is of the es-
sence.”

Further delays in providing the 
police with additional officers for 
the multinational force trying to curb 
gang violence or additional assis-
tance “carry the risk of a catastrophic 
collapse of national security institu-
tions,” he said.

“This could allow the gangs to over-
run the entire metropolitan area, result-
ing in a complete breakdown of state 
authority and rendering international 
operations, including those to support 
communities in need, in the country 
untenable,” Guterres said.

He told the Security Council: “We 
must urgently do everything in our 
power to prevent such an outcome.”

Kenya is leading the multinational 
police force, and 217 additional offi c-
ers arrived over the weekend, bringing 
its total deployment to more than 600, 
below the 1,000 offi cers the country’s 
president pledged. An additional 150 
Guatemalans and an advance team of 

eight Salvadorean troops have also ar-
rived, but the force remains far below 
its anticipated strength of 2,500 offi c-
ers.

The power of gangs in Haiti has 
grown since the 2021 assassination of 
President Jovenel Moïse.

More than 5,600 people were report-
ed killed across Haiti last year, accord-
ing to the United Nations. The number 
of killings increased by more than 20% 

compared with all of 2023, according 
to the U.N. Human Rights Offi ce.

Meanwhile, Colombian Presi-
dent Gustavo Petro visited Haiti on 
Wednesday as part of a whirlwind trip 
to strengthen ties with the violence-
wracked country.

Petro arrived in the southern coastal 
city of Jacmel, bypassing the Haitian 
capital of Port-au-Prince, whose main 
international airport remains void of 
commercial air traffi c ever since gangs 
opened fi re on several airlines in No-
vember.

His visit comes as Haiti’s prime 
minister and a transitional presidential 
council continue to reach out to vari-
ous countries as Haitian police offi cers 
and a UN-backed mission led by Ken-
ya struggle to contain gang violence.

“In a crucial moment for Haiti’s sta-
bility, Colombia reaffi rms its commit-
ment to the strengthening of democra-
cy and the development of the region,” 
Petro’s offi ce said.

Haiti’s government spent more than 
$3.8 million to overhaul Jacmel’s 
crumbling infrastructure in prepara-
tion for Petro’s visit. Projects included 
restoring electricity, renovating the 
town hall and more than doubling the 
runway length at the local airport to 
accommodate Colombian military air-
craft.

Prior to arriving in Haiti, Petro met 
with offi cials in the neighboring Do-
minican Republic, which shares the 
island of Hispaniola with Haiti.

Colombia’s President Gustavo Pet-
ro greets people upon arriving in 

Jacmel, Haiti on Jan 22. (AP)

Dissanayake

Migrants eat at a shelter on Jan 22, in the border city of Tijuana, Mexico. 
(AP)
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Program aids youth to equip with key communication skills

Gulf Bank sponsors LOYAC’s Infl uencer Program to empower youth
KUWAIT CITY, Jan 23: As part of its ongo-
ing commitment to empowering youth, Gulf 
Bank has announced its sponsorship of the 
Infl uencer Program, organized by LOYAC 
Academy of Performing Arts (LAPA) – an 
affi liate of the non-profi t organization LOY-
AC. The program is designed to provide 
young people aged 15 to 19 with unique 
training opportunities that develop their pub-
lic communication and leadership skills. The 
training sessions will run from January 20 to 
February 17, 2025.

The Influencer Program offers an ex-
ceptional platform for young individuals 
to enhance their abilities through a series 
of specialized workshops and activities. 
These sessions focus on critical areas 
such as effective communication, leader-
ship development, presentation and pub-
lic speaking skills, photography and video 
editing, digital marketing, and podcast 
production.

Delivered by experienced trainers and in-
dustry professionals, the program equips par-

ticipants with the tools and knowledge they 
need to make a meaningful impact in their 
communities.

For the third year in a row, Gulf Bank is 

proud to sponsor the Infl uencer Program, 
emphasizing its dedication to fostering com-
munity sustainability. This initiative refl ects 
Gulf Bank’s commitment to supporting or-
ganizations that empower and inspire young 
people to reach their full potential.

Gulf Bank aims to be Kuwait’s lead-
ing bank, fostering a diverse and inclusive 
workplace to deliver exceptional customer 
service while contributing sustainably to the 
community. Through its extensive branch 
network and innovative digital services, the 

bank empowers customers to conduct bank-
ing transactions conveniently and effi ciently, 
ensuring a seamless experience.

In alignment with Kuwait Vision 2035, 
“New Kuwait,” and its commitment to foster-
ing collaborative partnerships, Gulf Bank is 
dedicated to driving robust sustainability initia-
tives across environmental, social, and govern-
ance (ESG) dimensions. The bank is commit-
ted to implementing strategically selected and 
diverse sustainability programs both internally 
and externally.

Gulf Bank Logo.

Program by CBK set for April 2025 90% GHG emission reduction by 2050

Central Bank announces leadership 
course in partnership with Harvard

Zain achieves key climate milestone 
with SBTi-approved net-zero targets

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 23, (KUNA): 
Kuwait’s central bank (CBK) will 
be organizing a Harvard Business 
School-level training course for the 
development of “strategic leader-
ship” skills, it chief Basel Al-Haroon 
said on Wednesday, citing that it 
would be the 16th edition of the pro-
gram.  

The program, slated for April 12-
17 is entitled, “Strategic Leadership 
in the Age of Financial Sustainabil-
ity, “which will cover two primary 
themes, including fi nancial strat-
egy and leadership, both of which 
will focus on the crucial role of the 
leadership and management to “an-
ticipate and respond quickly and ef-
fectively to changes in fi nancial mar-
kets,” he said.

On the intricacies behind the 
course, he said it deals with Har-
vard’s “proven case-study meth-
ods” to enhance the analytical 
skills of the participants and pro-
vide them with the tools, tech-
niques and methodologies that 
boost performance, innovation and 
organizational culture.

Discussing the targeted cohort, 
the CBK chief said that “executive 
managers or the equivalent,” are eli-
gible for the training program, all of 
whom will receive a certifi cate of at-

tendance from the Harvard Business 
School upon completing the course, 
he added. 

On CBK’s “productive and ongo-
ing cooperation” with Harvard Busi-
ness School, the offi cial said that 
their partnership dates back to 2009, 
while the fi rst edition of the training 
course was held in Kuwait a year 
later, describing the initiative as the 

“fi rst custom designed program” of-
fered by Harvard in Gulf Arab coun-
tries.

Outlining CBK’s chief priorities, 
he said that “strengthening the per-
formance of the national workforce” 
will remain a top strategic priority, 
given their “crucial role” in achiev-
ing sustainable growth of the bank-
ing and fi nancial sector.

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 23: Zain Group, 
a leading provider of ICT innovative 
technologies and digital lifestyle com-
munications operating in eight markets 
across the Middle East and Africa, 
announced its latest set of ambitious 
climate targets, offi cially approved by 
the Science Based Targets initiative 
(SBTi).

This approval marks a signifi cant 
step in Zain’s commitment to combat 
climate change and positions the com-
pany as the only Kuwaiti-based cor-
porate to have its emission reduction 
targets verifi ed by the SBTi.

It also follows last year’s ranking 
whereby Zain maintained its region-
leading carbon emission disclosure 
CDP score of A- for third straight year, 
positioning the company as the highest 
ranked and only telecom operator in 
the Middle East and Africa to achieve 
this high rating.

The approved targets include Zain’s 
overarching goal to achieve net-zero 
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions 
across its entire value chain by 2050. 
Additionally, the SBTi has validated 
Zain’s updated near-term and new 
long-term targets, which are aligned 
with limiting global warming to 1.5°C 
above pre-industrial levels.

Zain Group Chief Sustainabil-
ity Offi cer,Jennifer Suleiman, and Chief 
Technology Offi cer,Mohammad Al-
Marshed, jointly commented, “Climate 
change is a key priority for Zain.We 

are committed to transforming our op-
erations and value chain to signifi cantly 
reduce our carbon footprint as we target 
halving our carbon emissions before 
2030 and achieve net-zero carbon emis-
sions by 2050. This approval from the 
SBTi validates our commitment and 
endorses our efforts that has placed Zain 
at the forefront of climate action in the 
region.” Zain’s approved targets include: 

■ Near-Term: Reduce absolute 
Scope 1 and 2 GHG emissions by 42% 
by 2030 from a 2020 base year.

■ Long-Term: Reduce absolute 
Scope 1 and 2 GHG emissions by 90% 
by 2050 from a 2020 base year.

■ Long-Term: Reduce absolute 
Scope 3 GHG emissions by 90% by 
2050 from a 2020 base year.

The Science Based Targets initiative 
provides companies with a clearly de-
fi ned pathway to reduce GHG emissions, 
helping to prevent the worst impacts of 
climate change and future-proof busi-
ness growth. Zain’s commitment to these 
targets refl ects its leadership in corporate 
sustainability and its proactive approach 
to addressing the global climate crisis.

In 2022, Zain developed a compre-

hensive Climate Change Compliance 
Framework to structure its climate 
change adaptation and mitigation initia-
tives, aiming to reach net-zero by 2050. 
During the same year, the company of-
fi cially submitted its commitment to set-
ting science-based targets to SBTi.

In order to reach its near-term and 
long-term targets, Zain has devised 
a detailed climate change mitigation 
strategy with Board-level oversight 
and governed by a company-wide 
climate change compliance frame-
work. This strategy entails, but is not 
limited to, the deployment of various 
initiatives across Zain’s operating en-
tities with the aim of the abatement 
of emissions in line with science by 
reducing energy consumption, shift-
ing to renewable power sources and 
implementing carbon dioxide removal 
solutions in the future when feasible.

For more, please visit: https://sci-
encebasedtargets.org/companies-tak-
ing-action#dashboard

KUNA photo
Central Bank of Kuwait.
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US natural gas prices jump 19.6% amid polar vortex

Global natural gas prices surge in 2024, driven by supply and demand shifts
By KAMCO Invest

Key global natural gas prices have increased dur-
ing 2024. According to the World Bank, US 

average monthly natural gas prices for December 
2024 increased by 19.6% y-o-y to reach USD 3.02/
MMBtu. Similarly, European natural gas prices for 
December 2024 jumped 20.4% y-o-y, averaging the 
month at USD 13.86/MMBtu refl ecting a steeper-
than-expected decline in storage levels and in-
creased uncertainty surrounding the Ukrainian tran-
sit of Russian gas. Meanwhile, the average monthly 
Japanese LNG price for December 2024 witnessed 
an 11.6% y-o-y drop at USD 12.76/MMBtu. Over-
all, the World Bank’s natural gas index witnessed a 
16.9% y-o-y increase during 2024 to close the year 
at an average of 111.2 points. The jump in US and 
EU natural gas prices was mainly attributed to re-
cord heating demand triggered by the cold induced 
by an incoming polar vortex and the adjustment of 
supply disruptions respectively.

Aggregate global natural gas consumption is esti-
mated to have increased for the second consecutive 
year in 2024 and to witness a 2.8% y-o-y increase to 
reach 4,212 bcm, compared to 4,097 bcm in 2023, ac-
cording to the IEA. Comparatively, total global natu-
ral gas production witnessed a smaller gain of 1.4% 
to reach 4,191 bcm compared to 4,134 bcm in 2023. 
The Asia-Pacifi c region witnessed the biggest portion 
of natural gas consumption growth in 2024, compris-
ing 43.5% of the 50 bcm increase in global natural gas 
consumption, led by China, which alone comprised 
29% of the global natural gas consumption gain. 

On the other hand, despite an overall expectation of 
unchanged natural gas consumption in Europe. The re-
gioin’s gas storage levels declined at the fastest rate in 
eight years towards the end of 2024, mainly due to a 
combination of colder temperatures and reduced wind 
speeds.

Global natural gas supply realignment induced by 
the Russia-Ukraine confl ict continues to infl uence 
the world’s natural gas supply chains. As EU coun-
tries looked to wean themselves off Russian natural 
gas, new natural gas (LNG) suppliers entered the mar-
ket, led by the US. US LNG exports are estimated to 
have reached a new record high of 86.9 million metric 
tons in 2024 (0.8% higher than US LNG shipments in 
2023), of which 50.4% is expected to be destined for 
Europe.

The US was the largest global LNG exporter in 
2023. However, Europe’s natural gas purchases 
from the US stabilized over the last two years. Ac-
cording to Kpler, Europe is expected to purchase 
43.8 million tons of LNG from the US in 2024 com-
pared to 56.5 million tons of LNG in 2023. The de-
cline of EU LNG imports forced US LNG exporters 
to fi nd new buyers. 

In the Asia-Pacifi c region, natural gas consumption 
witnessed moderate growth of 5.5% y-o-y to reach 956 
bcm in 2024 compared to 906 bcm in 2023, according 
to the IEA. 

China represented nearly 45% of the Asia-Pacifi c 
region’s natural gas consumption in 2024, reaching 
426 bcm, up from 393 bcm in 2023. Comparatively, 
natural gas consumption in North America edged up 
marginally by 1.8% y-o-y in 2024 to reach 1,178 bcm 
compared to 1,157 bcm in 2023. US natural gas con-

sumption in 2024 reached 946 bcm, up from 928 bcm 
in 2023.

Natural Gas Consumption
In the Asia-Pacifi c region, the growth in natural gas 

demand was mainly driven by a strong increase from 
China and India, where both markets recorded robust 
growth rates during 2024. In particular, the combina-
tion of economic growth, low LNG prices during the 
fi rst half of the year, and widespread heatwaves in the 
region underpinned the overall growth of natural gas 
consumption. Lower domestic LNG prices compared 
to diesel prices, coupled with increased gas demand 
due to the summer heatwave, underpinned China’s 
natural gas consumption growth in the transport and 
power sectors, respectively. In contrast, natural gas 
consumption in Japan remained fl at for the fi rst ten 
months of 2024, according to the IEA. Gas consump-
tion in Japan’s power generation sector improved due 
to the cold weather in March 2024 and the summer 
heatwave. However, the uptick in natural gas con-
sumption in the country was offset by a 2% decline in 
activity in the industrial sector.

Natural gas consumption in the North America re-
gion witnessed an estimated marginal (20 bcm) im-
provement in 2024, mainly driven by growth in the 
gas-to-power sector. In contrast, gas consumption in 
the residential and commercial sectors remained fl at 
during the year. US natural gas consumption in 2024 
was mainly driven by growth in the power sector due 

to higher electricity consumption caused by heat-
waves.

Similarly, gas consumption in Canada improved 
moderately during 2024, mainly supported by gas 
demand growth in the industrial and power sectors. 
According to the IEA, natural gas consumption in 
the North America region is estimated to be close 
to the current yearly consumption level due to the 
balance between expected gas use in the residen-
tial and commercial sectors, weighed down by an 
anticipated decline in gas-to-power consumption in 
the region.

In OECD European countries, natural gas con-
sumption stayed fl at, recording a marginal uptick of 
0.5% (2.5 bcm) during 2024. Natural gas consump-
tion in OECD European countries plummeted during 
Q1-2024 due to mild weather conditions, which led 
to lower heat demand during the period. This decline 
in demand was mainly offset by robust natural gas 
demand during the fourth quarter of the year, mainly 
because of colder weather and lower wind power pro-
duction.

Natural Gas Production
Global natural gas production growth in 2024 was 

single-handedly driven by an increase in Russian 
natural gas production. Overall, global natural gas 
production increased by 57 bcm from 2023 to 2024, 
of which 44 bcm came from Russia. Despite driving 
global natural gas production growth in 2024, Russia’s 

production was still lower than its pre-war level. Rus-
sian natural gas production stood at 762 bcm in 2021 
compared to 682 bcm in 2022. The decline was mainly 
the result of EU sanctions prompted by the Russia-
Ukraine confl ict, leading to lower piped gas exports to 
Europe. According to Bruegel, EU gas imports from 
Russia stood at 54.5 bcm in 2023, down from 157 bcm 
in 2021. On the other hand, natural gas production in 
the US remained fl at in 2024 at 1,060 bcm, slightly 
down from 1,061 bcm in 2023. Comparatively, gas 
production in the Middle East region improved by 
2.2% (16 bcm) to reach 741 bcm compared to 725 bcm 
in 2023.

In its latest short-term energy outlook, the EIA fore-
casted that US natural gas consumption in 2025 would 
be 1.1% higher than in 2024 at 91.0 bcf/d (2.57 bcm/d), 
refl ecting an expected stabilization in consumption. 
The EIA also estimates that US natural gas marketed 
production will reach 105.0 bcf/d (3.0 bcm/d) in 2025, 
witnessing an increase of 1.9% from 2024 to 2025. In 
terms of sectors, the EIA forecasts the US natural gas 
share of electricity generation to fall from 43% in 2024 
to 41% in 2025.

In terms of natural gas prices in the US, the EIA 
forecasts the Henry Hub natural gas spot price to av-
erage USD 3.10/MMBtu during 2025 and increase to 
USD 4.0/MMBtu in 2026 due to expected rising de-
mand for LNG exports.

US net LNG exports are expected to grow by an es-
timated 25% in 2025 to reach 15.0 bcf/d (0.42 bcm/d). 
This growth will be supported by two new LNG export 
facilities (Plaquemines LNG and Corpus Christi LNG 
Stage 3) that started production in December 2024. 
Moreover, the EIA estimates that US LNG exports 
will grow further from 15 bcf (0.42 bcm) in 2025 to 
16 bcf (0.53 bcm) in 2026. Additional export capacity 
from the Golden Pass facility, expected to come online 
in mid-2026, will also boost LNG exports.

GCC
In the GCC region, natural gas production in Qatar 

recorded a 2% y-o-y decline, mainly due to decreas-
ing domestic consumption as the country’s rapid solar 
photovoltaic (PV) rollout takes effect. Qatar previ-
ously unveiled plans to produce 30% of the country’s 
energy needs from solar by 2030 as part of its clean 
energy transition efforts. As global LNG supply re-
balances due to confl icts and clean energy initiatives, 
Qatar has diversifi ed its customers by signing long-
term contracts with both new and old clients. In Q3 
2024, Qatar signed a long-term natural gas supply 
contract with Kuwait. The two GCC countries signed 
a 15-year agreement for Qatar to supply 3 million 
tons of LNG per year to Kuwait’s LNG terminal 
Al-Zour. According to the IEA, Qatar’s natural gas 
production is expected to remain fl at in 2025, as the 
nearest major gas expansion project is not expected 
until 2026. On the other hand, natural gas production 
in Saudi Arabia increased by 2% in 2024, driven by 
additional gas from the Hawiyah Gas Plant expan-
sion project. Moreover, the Kingdom’s natural gas 
production is poised to grow by 4% in 2025, mainly 
due to the commencement of gas projects (Jafurah 
Phase 1 and Tanajib).

Kuwait crude oil falls to $82.21 pb
KUWAIT CITY, Jan 23, (KUNA): Kuwait 
crude oil lost 88 cents during Wednesday’s 
trading to reach USD 82.21 per barrel com-
pared with USD 83.09 pb the day before, 

Kuwait Petroleum Corporation (KPC) said 
Thursday. Brent futures dropped 29 cents 
to USD 79 pb and West Texas Intermediate 
(WTA) declined 39 cents to USD 75.44 pb.



KUWAIT CITY, Jan 23, (KUNA): 
State-owned Kuwait Oil Com-
pany’s (KOC) “ambitious” strate-
gies have contributed immensely 
towards national development and 
prosperity, an oil ministry offi cial 
said on Thursday, hailing such ini-
tiatives as highly benefi cial to the 
economy.

A month after celebrating the 90th anni-
versary of the company’s inception, KOC 
has only grown in prominence since then, 
with its history dotted with notable achieve-
ments, dating back to a 1938 oil well dis-
covery, the ministry’s chief public relations 
offi cer Sheikha Tamadhur Al-Sabah told a 

panel discussion over the company’s “illus-
trious journey.”

On more recent endeavors, KOC has made 
rapid progress in a “digital drive” and “envi-
ronmental sustainability” initiatives, both of 
which fall in line with Kuwait’s 2035 develop-
ment strategy, which envisions transforming the 
country into a global energy and technological 
hub, the offi cial underlined.

She went on to praise the “diligent efforts” 
of the company’s workforce, saying that the 
immense progress KOC has achieved over the 
years would not have been possible if not for the 
dedication and commitment of its staff. 

Describing it as a multi-faceted fi rm, KOC’s 
Senior Planner Qutaiba Okasha said the compa-
ny engages in both exploration and production 
work, while it has revamped its “organizational 
structure” as part of efforts to deal with potential 

challenges that could encumber output volume 
and productivity.

The state-owned company has seen a slew of 
signifi cant achievements over the last few years, 
chief among them its fi rst offshore exploratory 
and drilling operations for oil, in addition to a re-
cord gas output of 683 million cubic feet per day 
in November 2024, he said.

Discussing the company’s long-term plans, the 
offi cial cited an ambitious strategy to maintain 
growth in Kuwait’s gas production capacity, with 
the goal of ratcheting up output to some two bil-
lion cubic feet per day by the year 2040, he said.

Another similar strategy deals with relying on 
energy sources with the “lowest carbon emis-
sions globally,” he said, emphasizing the com-
pany’s commitment to achieving zero neutrality 
by 2050, which includes investing in alternative 
energy sources.

RIYADH, Jan 23, (KUNA): Sec-
retary-General of the Gulf Coop-
eration Council (GCC) Jasem Al-
Budaiwi discussed with Director 
of the World Economic Forum for 
the Middle East and North Africa 
(WEF) Maroun Kairouz ways to 
improve cooperation.

The GCC Secretariat said in a 
statement on Thursday that the dis-
cussion took place on the sidelines 
of the 55th Annual Meeting of the 
World Economic Forum 2025 in 
Davos, Switzerland.

The meeting addressed key top-
ics, including the WEF’s work in 
the Middle East and North Africa 
region, ways to enhance the GCC 
Secretariat’s participation in up-
coming forums to achieve shared 
goals, and discussions on various 
regional and international issues of 
mutual interest, statement added.

Also:
RIYADH: The Secretary-General 
of the Gulf Cooperation Council 

(GCC) Jasem Al-Budaiwi discussed 
with the European Union Commis-
sioner for Trade, Economic Secu-
rity, and Institutional Cooperation, 
Maros Sefcovic the opportunities 
available to move forward with the 
negotiations for the free trade agree-
ment between the GCC and the EU.

The Secretariat-General stated in a 
press release that this took place dur-
ing a meeting held on the sidelines of 
the 55th annual meeting of the World 
Economic Forum 2025 in Davos.

The statement indicated that they 
have also discussed several strategi-
cally important topics view a view 
to strengthening economic and trade 
cooperation and enhancing growth 
opportunities between the two sides.

Both sides emphasized the im-
portance of continuing dialogue 
and coordination to strengthen the 
economic partnership and support 
efforts aimed at achieving sustain-
able development for the benefi t of 
the people of both regions.
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NBK hosts panel discussion for school principals participating in the Bankee Program
KUWAIT CITY, Jan 23: National 
Bank of Kuwait (NBK) hosted a 
panel discussion with some princi-
pals of public schools participating 
in the Bankee Program. The session 
provided a platform for knowledge 
exchange, allowing the participants 
to share their insights and sugges-
tions for the program’s development. 
The discussion also focused on as-
sessing how school administrations 
have benefi ted from the program and 
its overall impact on students.

Bankee, a pioneering program in 
Kuwait, is offered by NBK in col-
laboration with the Ministry of Edu-
cation and Kuwait Anti-Corruption 
Authority “Nazaha”. The program 
aims to introduce students to fun-
damental economic concepts and 
practices, including earning, spend-
ing, saving, and managing fi nancial 
obligations.

The program also strives to instill 
core values in students, including 
honesty, integrity, personal devel-
opment, responsibility, cooperation, 
and teamwork. It aims to raise a gen-
eration of Kuwaiti youth who recog-
nize the signifi cance of fi nancial sta-
bility and independence, equipping 
them with the fi nancial knowledge 
and skills essential for contributing 
to the sustainable development and 
economic well-being of both indi-
viduals and society.

During the meeting, participating 
school principals exchanged expe-
riences and ideas on how to further 
develop the program and maximize 
its benefi ts for both schools and 
students. The importance of main-
taining ongoing communication be-
tween the bank and schools was also 
emphasized, with a focus on con-
tinuously sharing perspectives and 
innovative ideas throughout the year.

The school principals expressed 
their gratitude for NBK’s commit-
ment to supporting education and 
promoting positive values among 
younger generations. They high-
lighted the signifi cant impact of the 
Bankee Program in enhancing stu-
dents’ skills, behaviors, and fi nancial 
literacy.

On this occasion, Manal Al Mat-
tar, Deputy General Manager & 
Head of Group Corporate Commu-
nications at NBK stated, “This meet-
ing refl ects NBK’s commitment to 
fostering productive collaboration 
with all state institutions to drive 
societal development and enhance 
human resources, which are the cor-
nerstone of growth and prosperity. 
We are particularly focused on edu-
cation, and the bank is dedicated to 
providing comprehensive support to 
its advancement.”

“The program has achieved re-
markable success over the past year, 
leading many schools to apply for 
participation. This success can be at-
tributed to its unique program design 
and its positive impact on students’ 
behaviors, equipping them with es-
sential skills for managing their fi -
nancial affairs. Furthermore, there 
has been a notable improvement in 
their fi nancial literacy following the 
program’s implementation in their 
schools,” she added.

“As part of our commitment to 
enhancing the Bankee Program’s 
content, we have launched dedi-
cated accounts on various social 
media platforms, including Insta-
gram, TikTok, and YouTube. These 
platforms allow all participants to 
access valuable content, activities, 
and events from schools through-
out the year. Additionally, the pro-
gram’s website has been launched 
in both Arabic and English to fur-
ther expand its reach and impact,” 
she emphasised. 

She emphasized that the visits by 
the bank’s executive management to 
schools and their follow-up on the 
program’s implementation played a 
crucial role in enhancing its signifi -
cance. These visits were marked by 
the strong presence of parents, who 
expressed immense satisfaction with 
the positive changes they observed 
in their children’s behavior and fi -
nancial awareness.

Meanwhile, Eng. Abrar Al-Ham-
ad, Assistant Secretary General at 
Nazaha, emphasized that the out-
standing success of the Bankee Pro-
gram refl ects the effectiveness of 
initiatives aimed at embedding prin-
ciples of integrity and transparency 
within educational frameworks. She 
underscored that cultivating aware-
ness of ethical values and fostering 
societal protection aligns with Naz-
aha’s core mission, particularly in 
safeguarding public funds.

Sumayah Al-Jasem, General 
Manager and Founder of Creative 
Confi dence, highlighted the Bankee 
Program’s evolution into a success 
story that resonates beyond Kuwait’s 
borders. She attributed this achieve-
ment to the program’s innovative 
approach, which integrates realistic 
economic simulations with practi-
cal methodologies in an interactive 
learning environment. As a pioneer-
ing initiative, Bankee is dedicated to 
advancing fi nancial inclusion, partic-
ularly among school students, while 
fostering enhanced fi nancial literacy 
across the broader community.

Positive Impact
Abeer Al-Gharibi, the principal of 

Amoria Primary School, expressed 
her immense satisfaction with the 
meeting, which brought together a 
distinguished group of school prin-
cipals. She noted that the gathering 
provided an excellent opportunity 
for exchanging experiences and 
ideas about the Bankee Program. 
According to Al-Gharibi, the pro-
gram has exceeded expectations, 
leaving a clear and positive impact 
on students’ behavior while instill-
ing valuable values in the younger 
generation.

In the meantime, Zainab Bahro, 
the principal of Sharifa Al Qatami 
Primary School, praised the Ban-
kee program, describing it as a 
wonderful initiative that quickly 

garnered widespread admiration. 
She highlighted the clear and posi-
tive impact it had on the behavior 
of both teachers and students. Ad-
ditionally, Bahro noted that the 
program received extensive praise 
from parents, who observed signif-
icant improvements in their chil-
dren’s behavior.

Promoting Financial Literacy
Ghadeer Al-Muhanna, Principal 

of Al-Fadl Bin Al-Abbas Elemen-
tary School, expressed the value of 
the meeting, stating, “This gathering 
proved highly benefi cial, as it pro-
vided an opportunity to meet with 
key fi gures behind the project and its 
participants. We were able to present 
our suggestions on how to further 
develop the program and maximize 
its potential to enhance fi nancial lit-
eracy among students.”

Meanwhile, Laila Al-Sayegh, Di-
rector of Shaikhan Al-Farsi School, 
highlighted the signifi cance of the 
meeting, stating, “The enthusiasm 
demonstrated by the participants and 
those responsible for the program 
refl ects its importance, remarkable 
success, and its clear impact in en-
hancing fi nancial literacy among stu-
dents and improving their behavior. 
Our goal is to prepare an economi-
cally educated generation, aligning 
with the Ministry of Education’s vi-
sion for a prosperous future for Ku-
wait and its people.”

Engaging participation
Khazna Mutlaq Al-Otaibi, Prin-

cipal of Aisha Al-Sharif Primary 
School, emphasized that the success 
of the Bankee Program motivated 
their decision to join its second 
season. She praised the program’s 
profound impact on both teachers 
and students, especially in fostering 
a deeper understanding of fi nancial 
literacy.

In the meantime, Hanai Al-
Muqahwi, Principal of Abdullah 
Khalaf Al-Dahayan Elementary 
School for Boys, discussed the posi-
tive impact of the Bankee Program 
on students, stating, “The program 
has enabled us to achieve several ob-
jectives, including shaping students’ 
behaviors. The interactive program 
system, which allows students to 
engage with a digital platform for 
conducting fi nancial transactions, 
combined with a rewards and pen-
alties system, has been effective in 
promoting a sense of responsibility 
for their actions.”

At the conclusion of the meeting, 
the school principals expressed their 
optimism regarding the future of the 
Bankee Program. They emphasized 
the importance of continuing such 
meetings to strengthen cooperation 
and align efforts toward achieving 
the program’s educational goals. 
They also extended their gratitude 
to NBK for its ongoing efforts and 
the pivotal role it plays in supporting 
Kuwait’s education system, contrib-
uting to the nation’s prosperity.

NBK is committed to the signifi -
cance of initiatives led by the private 
sector in collaboration with govern-
ment entities, aimed at equipping 
young people with the knowledge 
and skills essential for the well-be-
ing and prosperity of both individu-
als and society in Kuwait.

NBK was awarded the Bronze 
Award by Qorus in the Environ-
mental, Social, and Corporate Gov-
ernance (ESG) category for Bankee 
Program. This recognition highlights 
the bank’s efforts in integrating sus-
tainability and ESG standards into 
its initiatives.

Event seeks to exchange insights and gather feedback to enhance the program’s impact on students

National Bank of Kuwait team during the event.

Abeer Al-Gharibi – Principal of 
Amoria Primary School

Ghadeer Al-Muhanna – Principal of 
Al-Fadl Bin Al-Abbas Elementary 

School

Laila Al-Sayegh – Director of Shai-
khan Al-Farsi School

Zainab Bahro – Principal of Sharifa 
Al Qatami Primary School

Khazna Mutlaq Al-Otaibi – Principal 
of Aisha Al-Sharif Primary School

KUNA photo
Secretary-General of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) Jasem Al-Bu-
daiwi with Director of the World Economic Forum for the Middle East and 

North Africa (WEF) Maroun Kairouz.

Hanai Al-Muqahwi – Principal of 
Abdullah Khalaf Al-Dahayan El-

ementary School for Boys

Creative Confi dence Team

KOC celebrates 90 years with major achievements

GCC chief discusses cooperation with WEF director

Company targets 2 bln cubic feet of gas output by 2040

EU discusses advancing free trade agreement

Crown Prince congratulates Trump

Saudi seeks $600 billion in
US investment over 4 years

AIDSMO and AEO sign MoU to
enhance energy cooperation

Türkiye cuts benchmark interest 
rate by 250 basis points to 45 pct

RIYADH, Jan 23, (KUNA): 
Saudi Crown Prince and Prime 
Minister Mohammad bin Salman 
congratulated Donald Trump for 
taking the constitutional oath as 
President of the US.

Prince Mohammad, in a phone 
call with Trump, conveyed 
greetings of King Salman bin 
Abdulaziz and discussed bilater-
al cooperation to achieve peace, 
security and stability in the Mid-
dle East, as well as countering 
terrorism, the foreign ministry 
said in a statement Thursday.

Prince Mohammad, it said, 
said he was confi dent Trump 
would create a prosperous 
economy to which Saudi Arabia 
could contribute.

Saudi Arabia, he added, was 
keen on expanding investment 
and trade relations with the US 
in the coming four years with at 
least USD 600 billion.

Trump thanked the Saudi 
leadership and said he was look-
ing forward to working closely 
with the Kingdom for the best 
mutual interest.

RABAT, Jan 23, (KUNA): The 
Arab Industrial Development, 
Standardization and Mining Or-
ganization (AIDSMO) on Wednes-
day signed a memorandum of un-
derstanding with the Arab Energy 
Organization (formerly OAPEC) to 
boost cooperation in realms of joint 
concern.

AIDSMO Director General Adel 
Al-Sagr said in remarks to KUNA 
during the signing ceremony that the 
MoU aims at enhancing scientifi c 
and technical cooperation between 
the two agencies in industries, min-

ing and energy.
The move will be be helpful in 

exchange of expertise, technical in-
formation, training and developing 
potentials, he said, underscoring the 
AEO’s crucial role for the aspired 
pan-Arab integration in these sec-
tors.

Meanwhile, Jamal Al-Loughani, 
Secretary General of the energy or-
ganization said that the memo calls 
for promoting awareness of the tech-
nological progress at the global level 
and  publications issued by the two 
organizations.

ANKARA, Jan 23, (Xinhua): Tür-
kiye’s central bank on Thursday cut 
its benchmark interest rate by 250 
basis points to 45 percent, marking 
its second rate cut after keeping rates 
steady for months.

   “While the underlying trend of 
infl ation decreased in December, 

leading indicators point to an in-
crease in January, in line with the 
projections. This increase is mainly 
driven by services items with time-
dependent pricing and backward 
indexation,” the bank’s Monetary 
Policy Committee said in a state-
ment.

Al Mattar: 

■ The unique design of 
the Bankee Program 
has driven numerous 
schools to actively 
participate

■ Since its launch, the 
program has made a 
signifi cant impact on 
students’ behaviors, 
leaving a lasting im-
pression

■ Parents have ex-
pressed great sat-
isfaction with the 
positive behavioral 
changes observed in 
their children
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As part of its strategic partnership with CODED Academy

KFH organizes cybersecurity workshop for Baiti customers
KUWAIT CITY, Jan 23: Kuwait Finance House (KFH) has organized a 
cybersecurity workshop for its Baiti account customers in collaboration 
with CODED Academy.This initiative aims to introduce kids to simpli-
fied safety and security concepts when using the internet and technologi-
cal tools.

The cybersecurity workshop was attended by supervisors and specialists 
in the field. It featured interactive activities aimed at introducing and training 
children on various technological concepts. The workshop pursued to promote 
safety and security among the participating kids when using the internet and 
creating secure passwords, ensuring the protection of personal information.

Executive Manager Retail Banking Segmentation at KFH, Athba Al-Humai-
di said that KFH offers Baiti saving account which is a distinctive program that 
is designed for children[newborns up to 14 years of age] which includes various 
benefits. KFH provides this segment with the chance to open the Al-Hassad 
account as well, allowing them to benefit from yearly draws, prizes, diverse 
offers and year-round educational and entertaining programs. It also targets this 
customer segment to strengthen their saving conduct and the use of new digital 
tools that allow them to monitor their accounts easily. 

Al-Humaidi mentioned that one of the most important and prominent fea-
tures provided to the children’s parents is the ability to manage and view their 
children’s accounts through KFHonline, enablingthem to complete banking 
transactions with ease.

Through such workshops, training and awareness programs, KFH aims to 

foster the younger generations’ connection with digital technology, contrib-
uting to the development of children’s talents and skills. KFH also strives to 
expand the knowledge horizons for the current generation, the cornerstone of 
the future, especially in the context of artificial intelligence applications and 
cutting-edge technology tools, which have become indispensable across all as-
pects of life.

The strategic partnership with CODED Academy, which began in 2018, is 
part of KFH’s of social responsibility and keenness to support technological 
advancement, creativity, and innovation initiatives.The partnership also aligns 
with the Bank’s sustainability strategy and digital transformation enhancement 
efforts. It contributes to creating a generation capable of leading and developing 
the community in the future.

In partnership with CODED, KFH seeks to develop various programs that 
cater to the interests of the younger generation. These programs are available 
to different age groups, ranging from primary school to university levels. Ad-
ditionally, KFH focuses on adopting an entrepreneurial mindset by promoting 
a culture of innovation, digital transformation, and adopting global industrial 
trends through modern technology. 

It is worth noting that KFH has an extensive record of supporting and 
contributing to projects related to technology, programming, entrepreneur-
ship, and various applications for Kuwaiti youth, which have achieved no-
table success.

Athba Al-Humaidi

Europe posts record year for clean energy 
use as Trump pulls US toward fossil fuels

Numbers have recovered to 99%

Global tourism almost returns 
to pre-pandemic level in 2024
MADRID, Jan 23, (Xinhua): Interna-
tional tourist arrivals rose by 11 percent 
in 2024, with 1.4 billion people travel-
ing internationally, according to the 
World Tourism Barometer published 
by UN Tourism on Tuesday.

The data, which is published on the 
eve of the FITUR international tour-
ism exhibition in Madrid, means that 
numbers have recovered to 99 percent 
of levels seen in 2019 just before the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

UN Tourism Secretary-General Zur-
ab Pololikashvili welcomed the results. 
He said: “In 2024, global tourism com-
pleted its recovery from the pandemic 
and, in many places, tourist arrivals and 
especially earnings are already higher 
than in 2019.”

Growth is expected to continue 
throughout 2025, he said, “driven by 
strong demand contributing to the so-
cio-economic development of both ma-
ture and emerging destinations.”

Madrid-based UN Tourism reports 
that Asia and the Pacific region saw 
316 million international travelers in 
2024, 33 percent (78 million people) 
higher than in 2023, and 87 percent of 

pre-pandemic levels.
While Europe saw 747 million inter-

national arrivals in 2024, one percent 
up on 2019 and 5 percent higher than 
in 2023, the Middle East witnessed the 
biggest growth compared to 2019, with 
a 32 percent rise in arrivals to 95 mil-
lion.

Africa also performed strongly, with 
a 12 percent increase in international 
tourists compared to 2023.

One reason for the growth is that in-
ternational air capacity and air traffic 
returned to pre-pandemic levels over 
the previous 12 months, UN Tourism 
said.

The rise in the number of travelers 
was also reflected in spending, with re-
ceipts reaching 1.6 trillion U.S. dollars 
in 2024, a 4 percent increase from 2019 
and 3 percent higher than in 2023.

The outlook for the future also seems 
bright. UN Tourism predicts a growth 
between 3-5 percent in 2025 compared 
with 2024, and a “continued recovery 
of Asia and the Pacific and solid growth 
in most other regions” should global 
economic conditions remain stable and 
geopolitical conflicts not escalate.

Funds ordered to invest more in shares

China moves to boost markets
BANGKOK, Jan 23, (AP): The Chi-
nese government is trying to encourage 
people to spend more by ensuring that 
share prices will rise, ordering pensions 
and mutual funds to invest more in do-
mestic stocks to help jolt its languid 
markets out of the doldrums. 

Officials told reporters in Beijing 
on Thursday that beginning this year 
mutual funds should increase holdings 
of onshore stocks, called A-shares, by 
at least 10% a year over the next three 
years. 

Commercial insurance funds will 
have to put 30% of their annual new 
premium revenue into share markets 
beginning this year, they said. 

“This means that at least several hun-
dred billion yuan of long-term funds 
will be added to A-shares every year,” 
said Wu Qing, chairman of the China 
Securities Regulatory Commission.

The announcement followed a meet-
ing of top financial officials including 
ministries in charge of pensions and the 
central bank. 

“Implementing the plan’s various 
measures will further enhance the eq-
uity allocation capacity of medium- and 
long-term funds, steadily expand the 
scale of investment, improve the sup-
ply and structure of funds in the capital 
market, and consolidate good condi-
tions for the capital market’s recovery,” 
Wu said.

The ruling Communist Party an-
nounced this move just ahead of Chi-
na’s biggest holiday of the year, the 
Lunar New Year, which begins on 
Wednesday, Jan. 29. It’s a time when 
families tend to splash out on food and 
travel and little red packets of money 
for children and young adults, a time of 
wishes for good fortune. 

Markets in Hong Kong and Shanghai 
rose early Thursday after the announce-
ment but then shed those gains. The 
Shanghai Composite index closed 0.5% 
higher while Hong Kong’s Hang Seng 
index fell 0.4%.

China’s share markets are huge but 
they hit their peak value before the 
2008 global financial crisis and have 
meandered well below that level since. 
A lack of gains in share prices, along 

with falling housing prices, has dis-
couraged Chinese families from spend-
ing, slowing consumer demand and 
economic growth. 

Less than 5% of household wealth 
in China is held in equities, compared 
with nearly 30% of household wealth 
in the United States. Chinese markets, 
which were set up in the early 1990s, 
have tended to serve as fundraising 
vehicles for state-run companies that 
have launched massive share offerings 
but remain under control of the ruling 
Communist Party. 

So far, the government’s efforts to 
get people to spend more and save less 
have had mixed success. An initiative 
to promote purchases of energy effi-
cient vehicles and appliances by paying 
subsidies to people who turn in their 
old versions of such items has boosted 
sales of such products. But share prices 
had traded stubbornly within a narrow 
range after a brief-lived rally late last 
year. 

Wu said pension funds will be re-
quired to revamp how they assess their 
performance and companies will be 
encouraged to conduct more share buy-
backs and pay higher dividends to give 
shareholders better returns.

“This is a very important institutional 
breakthrough for the entry of medium- 
and long-term funds into the market. It 
can be said that it has solved a problem 
that has been unsolved for many years,” 
he added.

On Wednesday, the government 
announced 20 measures meant to 
encourage foreign investment in 
Chinese markets aimed at facilitat-
ing more cross-border investments. 
Foreign investors account for about 
4% of total market value of equities 
in China, according to the Bank for 
International Settlements, while such 
investment accounts for about a fifth 
of market value in the U.S. and 30% 
in Japan. 

Sell-offs by foreign investors and 
major shareholders and high market 
volatility have handicapped the Chi-
nese markets, Lei Meng, a China equity 
strategist at UBS Securities, said in a 
commentary Thursday. 

Share prices in Shanghai bounce higher

Feud latest between the two tech billionaires

Asian shares mixed after China rolls out market boosting measures

Musk clashes with OpenAI CEO over Trump-supported Stargate AI data center project

BANGKOK, Jan 23,  (AP): Asian shares were mixed 
on Thursday after China rolled out more moves to try 
to boost its lagging stock markets by raising confi-
dence that prices will rise.

Officials in Beijing said pension funds and mutual 
funds would be required to increase purchases of 
shares, to guarantee that market value rises. Listed 
companies will also be encouraged to do more stock 
buybacks and raise dividends to improve shareholder 
returns, the head of the China Securities Regulatory 
Commission, Wu Qing told reporters. 

Share prices in Shanghai bounced higher and were 
up 1% at 3,246.51 by midday. Hong Kong’s Hang 
Seng edged up less than 0.1%, to 19,790.14. 

In Tokyo, the Nikkei 225 index gained 0.6% to 
39,891.10, helped by gains in technology shares, in-
cluding those of SoftBank Group Corp. It is invest-
ing heavily in Stargate, a joint venture the White 
House has announced will start building out data 
centers and the electricity generation needed for the 
further development of artificial intelligence. 

The partnership formed by Oracle, OpenAI and 
SoftBank is due to invest up to $500 billion. Soft-
Bank’s shares rose 3.7% on Thursday in Tokyo trad-
ing after jumping 11% the day before. 

Elsewhere in Asia, the S&P/ASX 200 in Australia 
fell 0.6% to 8,383.50, while the Kospi in Seoul lost 

0.8% to 2,526.98. Taiwan’s Taiex jumped 1% and 
India’s Sensex shed 0.2%. 

On Wednesday, Netflix, Oracle and other big tech-
nology stocks lifted Wall Street Wednesday as their 
profits pile higher  and excitement builds  around the 
moneymaking prospects of AI

The S&P 500 rose 0.6% to 6,086.37, close to 
its all-time closing high set early last month. The 
Dow Jones Industrial Average added 0.3% to 
44,156.73, and the Nasdaq composite climbed 1.3% 
to 20,009.34.

The gains came even though most U.S. stocks fell 
under the weight of higher Treasury yields. 

The smaller stocks in the Russell 2000 index lost 
0.6%, for example, and roughly two out of every three 
stocks in the S&P 500 sank. But gains for big, influen-
tial stocks were more than enough to make up for it. 

Netflix jumped 9.7% after it said live events like 
football games and a Mike Tyson-Jake Paul fight 
helped it add nearly 19 million subscribers  during 
the latest quarter.

The streaming giant joined a lengthening list of 
companies that have topped analysts’ profit expec-
tations for the end of 2024. Such results support 
their stock prices and counteract the downward push 
they’ve felt from rising Treasury yields, which can 
peel investors away from stocks. 

The rise in yields, caused in part by worries about 
stubborn inflation and the U.S. government’s swell-
ing debt, had knocked down stocks and halted the 
record-breaking run that had carried them through 
2024, at least briefly. 

Travelers climbed 3.2% after also topping ana-
lysts’ expectations for profit in the latest quarter. The 
insurer said gains for its investments and growth in 
net written premiums helped it overcome losses cre-
ated by Hurricane Milton, which plowed into Flori-
da’s Gulf coast in October, and other catastrophes. 

Some of the market’s most forceful pushes up-
ward came from AI-related companies. Oracle added 
6.8% and Nvidia, the company whose chips are pow-
ering much of the move into AI, rose 4.4%. 

In the cryptocurrency market, where prices have 
surged on hopes President Donald Trump will make 
Washington friendlier to the industry, bitcoin was 
sitting just above $102,000, according to CoinDesk. 
It had set a record above $109,000  on Monday.

Some sourness is lingering  after Trump and his 
wife launched meme coins, which critics said looked 
like an unseemly cash grab.

In other dealings early Thursday, U.S. benchmark 
crude oil shed 21 cents to $75.23 per barrel. Brent 
crude, the international standard, lost 27 cents to 
$76.40 per barrel.

NEW YORK, Jan 23, (AP): Elon Musk is clashing with 
OpenAI CEO Sam Altman over the Stargate artificial intel-
ligence infrastructure project touted by President Donald 
Trump, the latest in a feud between the two tech billionaires 
that started on OpenAI’s board and is now testing Musk’s 
influence with the new president.

Trump on Tuesday had talked up a joint venture investing 
up to $500 billion through a new partnership formed by Ope-
nAI, the maker of ChatGPT, alongside Oracle and SoftBank.

The new entity, Stargate, is already starting to build out 
data centers and the electricity generation needed for the fur-
ther development of fast-evolving AI technology.

Trump declared it “a resounding declaration of confidence 
in America’s potential” under his new administration, with 
an initial private investment of $100 billion that could reach 
five times that sum.

But Musk, a close Trump adviser who helped bankroll his 
campaign and now leads a government cost-cutting initia-

tive, questioned the value of the investment hours later.
“They don’t actually have the money,” Musk wrote on his 

social platform X. “SoftBank has well under $10B secured. 
I have that on good authority.”

Altman responded Wednesday to say Musk was “wrong, 
as you surely know” and inviting Musk to come visit the first 
site in Texas that is already under construction.

“(T)his is great for the country. i realize what is great for 
the country isn’t always what’s optimal for your companies, 
but in your new role i hope you’ll mostly put (America) 
first,” Altman wrote, using a U.S. flag emoji to represent 
America.

The public clash over Stargate is part of a years-long dis-
pute between Musk and Altman that began with a board-
room rivalry over who should run OpenAI, which both men 
helped found. 

Musk, an early OpenAI investor and board member, sued 
the artificial intelligence company last year alleging it had 

betrayed its founding aims as a nonprofit research lab ben-
efiting the public good rather than pursuing profits.

Musk has since escalated the dispute, adding new claims 
and asking for a court order that would stop OpenAI’s plans 
to convert itself into a for-profit business more fully. A hear-
ing is set for February in a California federal court. 

The world’s richest man, whose companies include Tesla, 
SpaceX and X, last year started his own rival AI company, 
xAI, that is building its own big data center in Memphis, 
Tennessee. Musk says it faces unfair competition from 
OpenAI and its close business partner Microsoft, which has 
supplied the huge computing resources needed to build AI 
systems such as ChatGPT.

Tech news outlet The Information first reported on an 
OpenAI data center project called Stargate in March 2024, 
indicating that it’s been in the works long before Trump an-
nounced it. 

Another company - Crusoe Energy Systems - announced 

in July it was building a large and “specially designed AI 
data center” at the northwest edge of Abilene, Texas at a site 
run by energy technology company Lancium. Crusoe and 
Lancium said in a joint statement at the time that the proj-
ect was “supported by a multibillion-dollar investment” but 
didn’t disclose its backers. 

AI technology requires huge amounts of electricity to build 
and operate and both companies said the project would be pow-
ered with renewable sources such as nearby solar farms, in a 
way that Lancium CEO Michael McNamara said would “de-
liver the maximum amount of green energy at the lowest pos-
sible cost.” Crusoe said it would own and develop the facility.

It’s not clear how and when that project became the 
first phase of the Stargate investment revealed by Trump. 
Abilene Mayor Weldon Hurt said construction began about 
nine months ago but “we didn’t know it was going to be 
quite this big. We thought it was going to be about a third 
of this size.”

BRUSSELS, Jan 23, (AP): 
A record 47% of the Eu-
ropean Union’s electricity 
now comes from solar and 
other renewables, a report 
Thursday said, in yet an-
other sign of the growing 
gap between the bloc’s 
push for clean energy and 
the new U.S. administra-
tion’s pursuit of more fos-
sil fuels. 

Nearly three-quarters of the 
EU’s electricity doesn’t emit plan-
et-warming gases into the air - with 
24% of electricity in the bloc com-
ing from nuclear power which also 
doesn’t release greenhouse gases, 
a report released by the climate 
energy think tank Ember found. 
This is far higher than in countries 
like the United States and China, 
where nearly two-thirds of their 
energy is still produced from car-
bon-polluting fossil fuels like coal, 
oil and gas. 

Experts say they’re encouraged by 
Europe’s fossil fuel reductions, partic-
ularly as the U.S. looks set to increase 
its emissions as its new president 
pledges cheaper gas prices, has halted 
leases for wind projects and pledged to 
revoke Biden-era incentives for elec-
tric vehicles.

“Fossil fuels are losing their grip 
on EU energy,” said Chris Rosslowe, 
an energy expert at Ember. In 2024, 
solar power generated 11% of EU 
electricity, overtaking coal which 
fell below 10% for the first time. 
Clean wind power generated more 
electricity than gas for the second 
year in a row. 

2024 data wasn’t available for 
all countries. Ember’s data for the 
world’s largest generators of elec-
tricity for 2023 show Brazil with the 

largest share of its electricity from re-
newables, almost 89%, with much of 
that coming from hydroelectric pow-
er. Canada had about 66.5%, China 
30.6%, France 26.5%, the U.S. 22.7% 
and India 19.5%.

One reason for Europe’s clean 
power transition moving at pace is the 
European Green Deal, an ambitious 
policy passed in 2019 that paved the 
way for climate laws to be updated. 
As a result of the deal, the EU made 
their targets more ambitious, aiming to 
cut 55% of the region’s emissions by 
the end of the decade. The policy also 
aims to make Europe climate neutral 
- reducing the amount of additional 
emissions in the air to practically zero 
- by 2050.

Hundreds of regulations and direc-
tives in European countries to incen-
tivize investment in clean energy and 

reduce carbon pollution have been 
passed or are in the process of being 
ratified across Europe. 

“At the start of the Deal, renewables 
were a third and fossil fuels account-
ed for 39% of Europe’s electricity,” 
Rosslowe said. “Now fossils gener-
ate only 29% and wind and solar have 
been driving the clean energy transi-
tion.” The amount of electricity gener-
ated by nuclear energy has remained 
relatively stable in the bloc. 

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine has 
also spurred the move to clean energy 
in Europe. Gas prices skyrocketed 
- with much of Europe’s gas com-
ing from Russia becoming unviable - 
forcing countries to look for cheaper, 
cleaner alternatives. Portugal, Nether-
lands and Estonia witnessed the high-
est increase in clean power in the last 
five years. 

The transition to clean power 
helped Europe avoid more than $61 
billion worth of fossil fuel imports for 
generating electricity since 2019.

“This is sending a clear message 
that their energy needs are going to 
be met through clean power, not gas 
imports,” said Pieter de Pous, a Brus-
sels-based energy analyst at European 
think tank E3G. De Pous said the EU’s 
origins were “as a community of coal 
and steel because those industries 
were so important,” but it is now rap-
idly becoming a “community of solar 
and wind power, batteries and smart 
technologies.” 

Nuclear growth in the bloc, mean-
while, has slowed. Across the Euro-
pean Union, retirements of nuclear 
plants have outpaced new construction 
since around the mid-2000s, according 
to Global Energy Monitor.

Nearly 75% of EU’s electricity doesn’t emit planet-warming gases into the air

Wind turbines spin at the Klettwitz Nord solar energy park near Klettwitz, Germany, Oct. 15, 2024. (AP)
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Meagan Good says
goodbye to ‘Harlem’

Film

NEW YORK, Jan 23, (AP): Meagan Good is in a 
season of harvest, reaping rewards from the hard 
work she’s sowed throughout her three-decade ca-
reer. For the “Harlem” star, gratitude is her mantra.

“As crazy as, not even just this last year, the last 
few years have been for me, this is the happiest I’ve 
been in a long time. And it’s pretty wonderful,” said 
Good last week with tears welling in her eyes, emo-
tions heightened as she thought of her relationship 
with Jonathan Majors, her time on “Harlem” and the 
Los Angeles wildfi res.”I’m just thankful for the jour-
ney and I’m thankful to be loved.”

Much of that love has been provided by embattled 
actor Jonathan Majors, and the fl uctuating journey 
includes their scrutinized relationship, leading Tyler 
Perry’s “Divorce in the Black” fi lm and starring in 
the third and fi nal season of “Harlem,” premiering 
Thursday on Prime Video.

“It’s incredible that the people who have support-
ed us and have watched the show have waited on 
us like ‘Game of Thrones,’” said Good, who plays 
Camille, a Columbia University professor. “It’s re-
ally cool to be a part of something so amazing that 
people love.”

“Harlem” has been a survivor, emerging from the 
coronavirus pandemic and the Hollywood actors and 
writers strikes. The Tracy Oliver dramedy follows 
four women in their 30s (Good, Grace Byers, Jerrie 
Johnson and Shoniqua Shandai) living in Manhat-
tan’s historic Black neighborhood as they navigate 
love, friendships and careers. While the series didn’t 
reach the acclaim of Issa Rae’s “Insecure,” it earned 
a staunch fan base.

Unavoidable
“If you really think about shows about New York, 

it’s almost like purposefully excluding Black people 
... so when we refl ect on shows like ‘Friends’ or even 
‘Sex and The City,’ I probably can count on one hand 
how many Black people I’ve seen in those shows. But 
in New York, it’s unavoidable because Black people 
have created the culture here, specifi cally in Harlem,” 
said Johnson, who plays Tye, a queer dating app de-
signer for LBGTQ+ people of color.

“We loved our ‘Living Single,’ and that’s why we 
loved it because we love seeing these women meet-
ing in this small little apartment to commune with 
each other ... that’s why we have such a cult follow-
ing because there was a hole in the market that Tracy 
brilliantly fi lled.”

Good, 43, said the relationship she shares with her 
cast, crew and streaming platform is one she hadn’t 
experienced. “This defi nitely has been the best pro-
fessional experience I’ve had in my entire career in 
terms of emotionally, mentally, professionally, spir-
itually.”

It’s an emphatic declaration by the former child 
star whose fi rst major fi lm appearance came in Ice 
Cube’s 1995 classic “Friday,” shined in “Eve’s Bay-
ou” and became a household name to kids on Nick-
elodeon’s “Cousin Skeeter” series.

Adored for beauty throughout her relatively dra-
ma-free career, many fans questioned her relation-
ship with Majors, the rapidly rising star of “Creed 
III” and “Ant-Man and the Wasp: Quantumania.” It 
began toward the end of 2023 following the 35-year-
old’s arrest for allegations of escalating incidents 
of physical and verbal abuse toward ex-girlfriend 
Grace Jabbari.

But the “Think Like a Man” and “Shazam! Fury 
of the...” actor said her Christian faith and life les-
sons prepared her for the backlash.

“I think about being in my 20s and you see the 
Media Take Outs and it’s a hundred nice things and 
there’s like one or two bad things. And I would just 
internalize it and I would cry and it would hurt my 
feelings so much,” said Good, who also cited criti-
cism from fellow Christians about her attire and fi lm 
choices, false skin-bleaching allegations, and the 
end of her near decade-long marriage with pastor 
and Hollywood executive DeVon Franklin as perse-
verance-builders. “I had been praying for maybe like 
fi ve or six years, ’Lord, please deliver me from what 
people think about me. … But I will say the part of 
it that is still hard for me is to see them drag people 
I love.”

Majors was convicted of one misdemeanor assault 
charge and a harassment violation. He avoided jail 
time but was ordered to complete a yearlong coun-
seling program. He also settled a civil suit with Jab-
bari, but the ordeal nearly extinguished his career.

Good, who was by Majors’ side at court dates 
and became in engaged to him in November, is op-
timistic his career will regenerate. (Ironically, Good 
starred in 50 Cent’s “21 Questions” hit music video 
in which he proposes scenarios to a potential girl-
friend to see if she’d stand by him, including incar-
ceration.)

“The idea that people are like, ’Well, she got 
paid,” said Good, rolling her eyes at suggestions it’s 
a publicity stunt - “it could be hurtful, but I just don’t 
care anymore. And that’s a good feeling.”

Good, who aspires to star in an action fi lm, has 
been open about her desire to have children and is fo-
cusing on her future with Majors, including launch-
ing a health and wellness brand together.

Admirers and industry colleagues believe Good 
deserves much more recognition.

“People have tried to pigeonhole her in a certain 
area that now she’s breaking free. I always tell her 
that this is her phoenix moment ... the ashes actu-
ally being a metaphor for people’s expectations of 
her,” said Johnson. “About 75% of my favorite mov-
ies that shaped my upbringing have Meagan Good in 
them ... I’ve learned so much about transitioning into 
womanhood and adulthood through the characters 
that she’s played.” 

Swift, Wallen lead 2025 iHeartRadio nominations

Sundance spotlights bold, unique fi lms

NEW YORK, Jan 23, (AP): Taylor 
Swift and Morgan Wallen lead the 2025 
iHeartRadio Music Award nominations 
with 10, followed closely by Kend-
rick Lamar, Sabrina Carpenter and Post 
Malone with nine.

The iHeartRadio Music Awards honor 
the most played artists of the year on its 
stations and app. This year, the show will 
also pay tribute to Los Angeles following 
the wildfi res and drive donations to Fire-
AidLA.org. 

FireAid is a star-studded benefi t con-
cert organized for wildfi re relief featuring 
Billie Eilish, Stevie Wonder, Green Day, 
Joni Mitchell and more. Contributions to 
FireAidLA.org and from ticket sales “will 
be distributed under the advisement of the 
Annenberg Foundation, for short-term 

relief efforts and long-term initiatives to 
prevent future fi re disasters,” according to 
a press release.

“Our iHeartRa-
dio Music Awards 
show is not a com-
petition,” said John 
Sykes, president of 
entertainment en-
terprises and Tom 
Poleman, chief 
programming of-
fi cer in a joint state-
ment. “It’s a night 
where we honor the 
incredible artists 
and songs that fans loved all year long 
- and this year’s show will shine a light 
on the devastating tragedy that impacted 

Los Angeles and enable us to deliver on 
our commitment to the communities we 
serve.”

At the 2025 iHeartRadio Music 
Awards, Lady Gaga will receive the in-
novator award, which is given to an art-
ist who’s impacted both music and global 
culture. Mariah Carey will be celebrated 
with the icon award, spotlighting her re-
cord-shattering career.

In addition to her nominations, Swift’s 
groundbreaking Eras Tour will be hon-
ored as “tour of the century,” a new award.

Fans can vote in several categories 
including best lyrics, best music video, 
favorite tour style, favorite soundtrack, 
favorite Broadway debut, favorite K-pop 
dance challenge, favorite surprise guest, 
favorite tour tradition, favorite tour pho-

tographer and favorite on screen.
Social voting begins today at iHeartRa-

dio.com/awards and will close March 10 
at 11:59 p.m. PDT for all categories.

For song of the year, Shaboozey’s 
“A Bar Song (Tipsy)” faces off against 
Lamar’s “Not Like Us,” Carpenter’s “Es-
presso,” Malone and Wallen’s “I Had 
Some Help,” Doja Cat’s “Agora Hills,” 
Benson Boone’s “Beautiful Things,” Tate 
McRae’s “Greedy,” Teddy Swims’ “Lose 
Control,” Jack Harlow’s “Lovin On Me” 
and Hozier’s “Too Sweet.”

The 2025 iHeartRadio Music Awards 
will air live from Dolby Theatre in Los 
Angeles on March 17 at 8 p.m. EDT on 
FOX.

It will also air on iHeartRadio stations 
across the U.S. and on the app.

PARK CITY, Utah, Jan 23, (AP): The Sundance Film 
Festival catalogue can be overwhelming to navigate, with 
around 90 feature fi lms playing across 11 days.

This year the Robert Redford-founded independent 
fi lm festival has something for everyone: Comedies, dra-
mas, horrors, documentaries, the intriguingly undefi nable 
(there’s a movie about cabbage smuggling called “Bubble 
& Squeak” and one in which a woman becomes a chair and 
everyone likes her better that way called “By Design”).

Here are a few of the fi lms we’re looking forward to 
most:

“Atropia”: This is a fi lm that the producers would 
rather audiences experience blind, but the brief synopsis 
is that Alia Shawkat plays an aspiring actress in a military 
role-playing facility who falls for a soldier playing an in-
surgent. Luca Guadagnino produced the fi lm, written and 
directed by Hailey Gates. It also stars Callum Turner and 
Chloë Sevigny. When asked how she likes to describe the 
fi lm, Gates told The Associated Press that, “Sometimes I 
describe it as a military industrial complex romantic com-
edy.”

“Bunnylovr”: This fi lm delves into the life of a Chi-
nese-American “cam girl,” kind of a virtual sex worker, 
who is navigating a toxic relationship with a client while 
attempting to repair her relationship with her dying father. 
Katarina Zhu wrote, directed and stars in the fi lm, along-
side Rachel Sennott.

“2000 Meters to Andriivka”: Pulitzer Prize-winner 
Mstyslav Chernov took audiences into the fi rst days of 
the Russian invasion of Ukraine in the Oscar-winning “20 
Days in Mariupol” and is back with another dispatch from 
the ongoing war. In “2000 Meters to Andriivka,” a joint 
production between the AP and Frontline, Chernov turns 
his lens to Ukrainian soldiers attempting to traverse one 
mile of forest to reclaim the occupied village Andriivka. 
“It’s a beautiful, horrifying portrait of the futility of war,” 
said Kim Yutani, the festival’s director of programming.

“Love, Brooklyn”: Steven Soderbergh produced this 
fi lm from fi rst time fi lmmaker Rachael Abigail Holder 

about three Brooklynites navigating relationships and a 
changing city. André Holland stars alongside Nicole Be-
harie and DeWanda Wise.

“The Zodiac Killer Project”: This is a documentary 
about a failed attempt to make documentary about the Zo-
diac Killer, from fi lmmaker Charlie Shackleton. “There 
aren’t many cases as puzzling as that of the Zodiac Killer, 
despite half a century of clues compiled in countless true 
crime TV shows, podcasts and books,” Shackelton wrote. 
He walks the viewer through what could have been in this 
fi lm that fell apart in this meta commentary on the ubiqui-
tous true crime genre.

Modernization
“Train Dreams”: Clint Bentley, who co-wrote “Sing 

Sing,” directs this adaptation of a Denis Johnson story 
about a day laborer working the railroads in the early 20th 
century, starring Joel Edgerton and Felicity Jones. In his 
director’s statement, Bentley said, “It’s about the people 
left behind by modernization. It’s about the toll industriali-
zation takes on the natural world. It’s about the possibili-
ties love can open up in our lives and about the hope that 
can blossom in the aftermath of grief.”

“Seeds”: Black generational farmers in rural Georgia 
are the subject of this black-and-white documentary from 
fi rst time fi lmmaker Brittany Shayne. The fi lm shines a 
spotlight on their struggle to maintain their land amid dis-
criminatory government policies.

“The Ugly Stepsister”: This Norwegian fi lm about 
a fairy tale kingdom and stepsisters competing to be the 
most beautiful for the prince has been described, intrigu-
ingly, as “The Substance” meets “Bridgerton.” Writer and 
director Emilie Blichfeldt could be poised to join Coralie 
Fargeat and Julia Ducournau as fi lmmakers reinventing 
the body horror genre from a female gaze.

“The Perfect Neighbor”: A neighborhood dispute in 
Florida turns deadly in this inventive fi lm from Geeta Gan-
dbhir, constructed largely with police bodycam footage, 
which examines the state’s “stand your ground laws.”

“Sorry, Baby”: Barry Jenkins produced this fi lm from 
writer-director-star Eva Victor, which is reason enough to 
take note. “There are scenes in this fi lm that I’ve never 
seen before,” Yutani said. “I was struck by this fi lm be-
cause of the way that this fi lmmaker chooses to tell the 
story and framing her character’s trauma through a very 
innovative way of storytelling. It was a real revelation to 
see.”

“SLY LIVES! (aka The Burden of Black Genius)”: Ah-
mir “Questlove” Thompson won an Oscar for his portrait 
of the 1969 Harlem Cultural Festival in “Summer of Soul,” 
and now he’s back and focused on one of the performers 
that day: Sly Stone. This new fi lm grapples with the ques-
tion of the burden of Black genius (also its title) as it tells 
the story of his rise, his cultural infl uence and his struggles 
with drugs. Elegance Bratton is also debuting an acciden-
tal companion doc, “Move Ya Body: The Birth of House.”

Also of note among music-themed documentaries: Amy 
Berg’s “It’s Never Over, Jeff Buckley”; Kevin MacDon-
ald’s “One to One: John & Yoko,” a Venice fi lm that’s 
getting a spotlight showing at Sundance; Isabel Castro’s 
“Selena y Los Dinos” about Selena Quintanilla.

“Ricky”: Filmmaker Rashad Frett looks at life after in-
carceration through the character Ricky (Stephan James), 
who was locked up in his teens and is now 30-years-old 
trying to rebuild his life. “It’s an incredibly moving story 
about family and how he’s reintegrating into society and 
just the real struggles that he is going through in that pro-
cess,” Yutani said.

“Jimpa”: Olivia Colman and John Lithgow play father 
and daughter in this fi lm from Sophie Hyde (the fi lmmaker 
behind “Good Luck to You, Leo Grande” ). It revolves 
around a visit to Amsterdam with her non-binary teenager 
to stay with Lithgow’s character. “The way that these two 
truly gifted actors are able to portray the love and the ten-
sion, you really trust that they’re depicting characters who 
have a long complex life together,” festival director Eu-
gene Hernandez said.

Awards to honor LA’s wildfi re resilience

New beginnings

Fairy tale meets body horror in Norwegian fi lm

This image released by the Sundance Institute shows a scene from ‘Bunnylovr’ a fi lm by Katarina Zhu. (AP)

Variety
TOKYO: Masahiro Nakai, one of Japan’s top TV hosts and 
a former pop star, said Thursday he was retiring to take 
responsibility over sexual assault 
allegations that are part of a wave 
roiling Japan’s entertainment in-
dustry and have triggered an ava-
lanche of lost advertising at one of 
the networks where he worked. 

Weekly magazine Shukan Bun-
shun reported in December that 
Nakai had reached a 90 million 
yen ($580,000) settlement with a 
woman over the alleged sex assault 
at a 2023 dinner party that Fuji TV 
staff allegedly helped to organize. 
He acknowledged “a trouble” and 
a settlement, while denying any violence, in a statement 
earlier this month. The magazine has also alleged that Fuji 
TV has long exploited its female announcers to entertain 
stars like Nakai.

“I, Masahiro Nakai, is retiring from entertainment activ-
ity as of today,” Nakai said in a statement distributed to 
his paid fan club and posted on social media by apparent 
members. Japanese media also confi rmed and reported his 
retirement.

“I am truly sorry for causing trouble and losses to so 
many people,” Nakai said, and repeated his “sincere apol-
ogy” to the woman. “I’m really, really sorry for saying 
good-bye this way ... Sayonara.”

Japan’s entertainment industry is in the midst of a wave 
of sexual assault cases, including the abuses of hundreds 
of boys and young men by late talent mogul Johnny Kita-
gawa, whose now-defunct agency Johnny & Associates 
managed many boy bands, including the one to which Na-
kai belonged, SMAP. (AP)

❑     ❑     ❑

LOS ANGELES: A judge said he expects a jury will be chosen 
at the trial of A$AP Rocky on Thursday, while lawyers for 
the hip-hop star are protesting the dearth of Black candi-
dates for the panel. 

Nearly one hundred potential jurors will pack into the 
Los Angeles courtroom for a third long day of questioning 

at the trial, where Rocky is accused of two counts of as-
sault with a semiautomatic fi rearm for allegedly fi ring on a 
former friend in Hollywood in 2021. 

Opening statements will begin once 12 of them, and four 
alternates, are seated. 

“I’m pretty sure we’re going to have a jury tomorrow,” 
Superior Court Judge Mark Arnold said at the end of court 
Wednesday, thanking the panelists for their patience. “This 
is not going to go on forever.” 

Other than dismissals for cause, each side can have 10 
jurors dismissed without giving a reason. The defense has 
used four of its challenges. Prosecutors used just one. They 
said they are happy with the jury as currently composed. 
But that may change. 

Meanwhile, lawyers for Rocky said they planned to 
appeal a judge’s rejection of their request for a hearing 
on why less than 5% of the jury pool is Black, while 
the area they are drawn from is 9% African American. 
It’s possible that none of the 16 jurors selected will be 
Black. 

The Rev. Al Sharpton said on the social platform X that 
he has been following the proceedings and was critical of 
the racial makeup of the juror pool. (AP)

Nakai

Taylor Swift

Meagan Good poses for a portrait on Thursday, 
Jan. 16, 2025, in New York. (AP)
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This image provided by the Orchestra of St. Luke’s shows Raphaël Pichon 
in New York on March 18, 2024. (AP)

This image released by Netflix shows Selena Gomez in a scene from ‘Emilia Pérez.’ (AP)

‘Wicked’ secures leading nods

‘Emilia Pérez’ leads Oscar noms with 13
LOS ANGELES, Jan 23, (AP): In the wake of 
devastating wildfires in Los Angeles that struck 
at the heart of the movie industry, an embattled 
Hollywood lined up behind the Netflix narco-
musical about trans identity “Emilia Pérez” in 
Oscar nominations Thursday.

Jacques Audiard’s “Emilia Pérez,” a Span-
ish language, French-made film, dominated the 
nominations with a leading 13 nominations, in-
cluding best picture and best actress for Karla 
Sofía Gascón, making her the first openly trans 
actor ever nominated for an Oscar. The film 
also landed nominations for directing, original 
screenplay, two of its songs and for Zoe Saldaña. 

Netflix, despite its starring role in Hollywood, 
has never won best picture. Many of its top con-
tenders have previously racked up large numbers 
of nominations (including “Mank,” “The Irish-
man” and “Roma”) but gone home with only a 
handful of trophies.

“Emilia Pérez,” though, may be its best chance 
yet. It became the most nominated non-English 
language film ever, surpassing Netflix’s own 
“Roma,” which scored 10 nominations.

Another musical - “Wicked,” the smash 
Broadway adaptation - came away with nearly as 
many nominations. Jon M. Chu’s lavish “Wiz-
ard of Oz” riff scored 10 nominations, including 
best picture and acting nods for its stars Cynthia 
Erivo and Ariana Grande.

“The Brutalist,” Brady Corbet’s postwar epic 
filmed in VistaVision, also came away with a 
commanding 10 nominations, including best 
picture, best director and nominations for actor 
Adrien Brody, Guy Pearce and Felicity Jones.

The nominees for best picture are: “Anora”; 
“The Brutalist”; “A Complete Unknown”; “Con-
clave”; “Dune: Part Two”; “Emilia Pérez”; “I’m 
Still Here.”; “Nickel Boys”; “The Substance”; 
“Wicked.”

In a wide-open Oscar race, the six most hon-
ored films - “ “Emilia Pérez,” “Wicked,” “The 
Brutalist,” “Anora” (six nominations) “Con-
clave” (nine nominations) and “A Complete 
Unknown” (eight nominations) - all fared as ex-
pected. The biggest surprises were the Brazilian 
film “I’m Still Here,” which also landed Fernan-
da Torres a best actress nomination, and RaMell 
Ross’ “Nickel Boys,” a POV-shot drama. 

The nominations had originally been planned 
for Jan. 17. But after wildfires on Jan. 7 began 
burning through the Pacific Palisades, Altadena 
and other areas around Los Angeles, leaving be-
hind historic levels of destruction, the academy 
extended its voting window and twice postponed 
the nominations announcement. Fresh fires out-
side Los Angeles continued Thursday. 

One of 2024’s most audacious films, “The Ap-
prentice “ landed two nominations, for Sebastian 
Stan and Jeremy Strong. The film dramatizes 
the formative years of President Donald Trump’ 
s emergence in New York real estate under the 
tutelage of attorney Roy Cohn. Trump has called 
those involved with the film “human scum.” 

With so many in the film industry reeling from 
the fires, some called on the academy to cancel 
the Oscars altogether. Academy leaders have ar-
gued the March 2 ceremony must go ahead, for 
their economic impact on Los Angeles and as a 
symbol of resilience for the industry. Organizers 
have vowed this year’s awards will “celebrate 
the work that unites us as a global film communi-
ty and acknowledge those who fought so bravely 
against the wildfires.” 

“We will reflect on the recent events while 
highlighting the strength, creativity, and opti-
mism that defines Los Angeles and our indus-
try,” Bill Kramer, academy chief executive, and 
Yang said in an email to members Wednesday.

But much of the usual frothiness Hollywood’s 
award season has been severely curtailed due to 
the fires, which continue to burn. The film acad-
emy canceled its annual nominees luncheon. 
Other events have been postponed or downsized. 
On Wednesday, Kramer and Yang said original 

song nominees won’t be performed this year. 
Conan O’Brien, whose Pacific Palisades home 
was spared by the fires, is hosting. 

Here is the list of nominees for the Oscars, 
which will be broadcast March 2 from the Dolby 
Theatre in Los Angeles:

■ Best picture: “Anora”; “The Brutalist”; “A 
Complete Unknown”; “Conclave”; “Dune: Part 
2”; “Emilia Perez”; “I’m Still Here”; “Nickel 
Boys”; “The Substance”; “Wicked”

■ Best Actress: Demi Moore, “The Sub-
stance”; Cynthia Erivo, “Wicked”; Mikey 
Madison, “Anora”; Karla Sofía Gascón, “Emilia 
Pérez”; Fernanda Torres, “I’m Still Here”

■ Best Actor: Adrien Brody, “The Brutalist”; 
Timothée Chalamet, “A Complete Unknown”; 
Colman Domingo, “Sing Sing”; Ralph Fiennes, 
“Conclave”; Sebastian Stan, “The Apprentice”

■ Best Supporting Actress: Monica Bar-
baro, “A Complete Unknown”; Felicity Jones, 
“The Brutalist”; Ariana Grande, “Wicked”; 
Isabella Rossellini, “Conclave”; Zoe Saldaña, 
“Emilia Pérez”

■ Best Supporting Actor: Yura Borisov, 
“Anora”; Kieran Culkin, “A Real Pain”; Edward 
Norton, “A Complete Unknown”; Guy Pearce, 
“The Brutalist”; Jeremy Strong, “The Appren-
tice”

■ Director: Jacques Audiard, “Emilia Pérez”; 
Sean Baker, “Anora”; Brady Corbet, “The Bru-
talist”; James Mangold, “A Complete Unknown” 
Coralie Fargeat, “The Substance”

■ Original Song: “El Mal” from “Emilia 
Pérez”; “The Journey” from “The Six Triple 
Eight”; “Like a Bird” from “Sing Sing”; “Mi 
Camino” from “Emilia Pérez”; “Never Too 
Late” from “Elton John: Never Too Late”

■ Original Score: “The Brutalist”; “Emilia 
Pérez”; “Conclave”; “Wicked”; “The Wild Ro-
bot”

■ Best Sound: “A Complete Unknown”; 
“Dune: Part Two”; “Emilia Pérez”; “Wicked”; 
“The Wild Robot”

■ Animated Film: “Flow”; “Inside Out 2”; 
“Memoir of a Snail”; “Wallace and Gromit: Ven-
geance Most Fowl”; “The Wild Robot”

■ International Film: “I’m Still Here,” 
Brazil; “The Girl with the Needle,” Denmark; 
“Emilia Pérez,” France; “The Seed of the Sacred 
Fig,” Germany; “Flow,” Latvia

■ Cinematography: “The Brutalist”; Dune: 
Part Two”; “Emilia Pérez”; “Maria”; “Nosferatu”

■ Original Screenplay: “Anora”; “The Bru-
talist”; “A Real Pain”; “September 5”; “The Sub-
stance”

■ Adapted Screenplay: “A Complete Un-
known”; “Conclave”; “Emilia Pérez”; “Nickel 
Boys”; “Sing Sing”

■ Documentary Feature: “Black Box 
Diaries”; “No Other Land”; “Porcelain War”; 
“Soundtrack to a Coup d’Etat”; “Sugarcane”

■ Live Action Short Film: “A Lien”; “Anu-
ja”; “I’m Not a Robot”; “The Last Ranger”; “The 
Man Who Could Not Remain Silent”

■ Animated Short Film: “Beautiful Men”; 
“In the Shadow of the Cypress”; “Magic Can-
dies”; “Wander to Wonder”; ”Yuck!”

■ Documentary Short Film: “Death by 
Numbers”; “I Am Ready, Warden”; “Incident;” 
“Instruments of a Beating Heart”; “The Only 
Girl in the Orchestra”

■ Visual Effects: “Alien: Romulus”; “Bet-
ter Man”; “Dune: Part Two”; “Kingdom of the 
Planet of the Apes”; “Wicked”

■ Production Design: “The Brutalist”; 
“Conclave”; “Dune: Part Two”; “Nosferatu”; 
“Wicked”

■ Film Editing: “Anora”; “The Brutalist”; 
“Conclave”; “Emilia Pérez”; “Wicked”

■ Makeup and Hairstyling: “A Different 
Man”; “Emilia Pérez”; “Nosferatu”; “The Sub-
stance”; “Wicked”

■ Costume Design: “A Complete Un-
known”; “Conclave”; Gladiator II”; Nosferatu”; 
“Wicked”

A new era in classical music takes the stage in NYC

Conductor Pichon makes delayed NY debut at 40
NEW YORK, Jan 23, (AP): Raphaël Pichon was at 
Paris Charles de Gaulle Airport with his Ensemble 
Pygmalion orchestra and chorus on March 12, 2020, 
catching a plane to New York for his US debut nine 
days later at the Park Avenue Armory in Monteverdi’s 
“Marian Vespers.”

First the fl ight was delayed. Then it was canceled 
due to the coronavirus pandemic.

“In the middle of the night they closed the skies,” 
the conductor said.

His American debut was delayed until December 
2021 with Boston’s Handel and Haydn Society. He 
makes fi rst New York appearance at age 40 on Thurs-
day night, leading the Orchestra of St. Luke’s in a pro-
gram with baritone Christian Gerhaher and soprano 
Ying Fang titled “Mein Traum (My Dream)” featuring 
works by Franz Schubert, Robert Schumann and Carl 
Maria von Weber.

“I think he’s really the future of classical music,” 
said James Roe, the St. Luke’s orchestra president. 
“He sees the potential of the concert experience in a 
way that’s both expansive and welcoming and of the 
next generation. And he wants the concerts to propose 
a story, a narrative, an odyssey, a way of moving an au-
dience member from their everyday life to something 
extraordinarily pleasurable.”

Roe fi rst met Pichon at the 2023 Salzburg Festival 

in Austria, where Pichon led a new production of Mo-
zart’s “Le Nozze di Figaro ” by director Martin Kušej 
that included cocaine-fueled fi ghts and a predator 
priest. Pichon’s wife, soprano Sabine Devieilhe, sang 
Susanna.

“I think, sadly, the stage director was in a very, very 
bad mood and a very diffi cult moment of his life, and, 
sadly, the consequences were big,” Pichon said.

The Vienna Philharmonic in the pit produced a dif-
ferent sound than the leaner approach Pichon is used to 
from Pygmalion’s period instruments. As the Salzburg 
Festival’s resident orchestra since 1922, the Vienna 
Philharmonic performs in numerous operas and con-
certs.

“Sometimes 100% of the orchestra is changing 
from one night to the next night, so it could create 
some fantastic nights and some really banal moments, 
so it’s really strange,” Pichon said. “I’m not sure it’s 
really music, but an amazing experience. Learned a 
lot. Never again. You understand many things about 
Salzburg, about Austrian culture, about Viennese cul-
ture, their role in this classical music world. It’s really 
something, but it’s a really strange philosophy. Vienna 
Philharmoniker - it’s a society inside a society. It’s a 
really strange world.”

Alex Fortes, a St. Luke’s violin player, said Pichon 
made an immediate positive impression this week.

“He has both an incredible clarity and a physical 
movement in terms of communicating what he wants,” 
Fortes said, “as well as incredibly eloquent and precise 
language to describe those things quite fi guratively and 
beautifully that inspire the orchestra.”

Born in Brittany, Pichon played violin when he 
was young, started singing in a choir when he was 10 
and gave that up for piano and harpsichord. He met 
Devieilhe while singing in a youth choir. They live 
together with their two young children in Paris’ 13th 
arrondissement, a unit combined from several apart-
ments that is soundproofed, allowing each a piano to 
practice with.

Gerhaher fi rst encountered Devieilhe when they 
sang together at Munich’s Bavarian State Opera last 
summer. “She was just absolutely outstanding and 
amazing and I thought, well, her husband must be 
equally brilliant. Otherwise they can’t stay together,” 
Gerhaher said with a laugh.

Pichon founded Pygmalion in 2006. It performs 60-
70 concerts per year, including at the Aix-en-Provence 
Festival, the Dutch National Opera and Paris’ Opéra-
Comique, where Pichon conducted an opera with his 
wife for the fi rst time, Léo Delibes’ “Lakmé,” in 2022.

Pichon has commissioned a comic opera from 
French-Argentine composer Oscar Strasnoy to pre-
miere there in 2027.

Variety

LOS ANGELES: Lawyers for 
Sean “Diddy” Combs fi led a 
defamation lawsuit Wednes-
day against a man they said had 
falsely claimed to possess videos 
implicating the music mogul in 
sexual assaults on eight celebri-
ties.

The lawsuit, fi led in federal 
court in New York City, accuses 

Courtney Bur-
gess and his 
lawyer, Ariel 
Mitchell, of 
f a b r i c a t i n g 
“ou t rageous 
lies” as part 
of an effort 
to potentially 
profi t off of 
the media 
frenzy around 
Combs, who 

was indicted in 
September on 

sex traffi cking charges.
Combs also sued Nexstar Me-

dia, saying its cable news net-
work, NewsNation, aired Bur-
gess’ allegations without looking 
into whether they were true. The 
videos, the lawsuit claimed, sim-
ply don’t exist.

“These defendants have will-
fully fabricated and disseminated 
outrageous lies with reckless dis-
regard for the truth,” said Erica 
Wolff, an attorney for Combs. 
“Their falsehoods have poisoned 
public perception and contami-
nated the jury pool. This com-
plaint should serve as a warning 
that such intentional falsehoods, 
which undermine Mr. Combs’s 
right to a fair trial, will no longer 
be tolerated.” (AP)

❑      ❑      ❑

NEW YORK: Charles Phan, the 
San Francisco chef credited as 
an innovator for bringing Vi-
etnamese food to fi ne dining at 
his Slanted Door restaurant, has 
died. 

The restaurant announced his 
death from cardiac arrest in an 
Instagram post on Tuesday, call-
ing it “heartbreaking” and “unex-
pected.” Phan was 62.

“Charles was more than a chef. 
He was one of the most generous 
humans,” the restaurant stated. 
“Our hearts are heavy with this 
tremendous loss.”

The James Beard Award-win-
ning restaurateur is known for 
growing the Slanted Door into a 
globally recognized fi xture with 
two other Bay Area locations 
in Napa, San Ramon and one in 
France. The fl agship location - 
which had been at San Francis-
co’s Ferry Building but closed in 
2020 due to the pandemic - was 
set to reopen in its original loca-
tion in the Mission neighborhood 
this spring. It remains unclear 
how Phan’s death might impact 
those plans.

Chefs and others in the culi-
nary world have been paying trib-
ute to Phan on social media. It’s 
no surprise as Phan always made 
himself available to dole out ad-
vice, said Carolyn Jung, a long-
time food and wine writer in the 
San Francisco Bay Area. (AP)

❑      ❑      ❑

ORLANDO, Fla.: Aaron De 
Groft, a former head of the Or-
lando Museum of Art who left 
the institution under a cloud in 
2022 after it was raided by the 
FBI as part of an art fraud probe 
into more than two dozen forged 
Jean-Michel Basquiat paintings, 
has died. He was 59.

De Groft died last weekend 
after a brief illness, the Neptune 
Society, a cremation service pro-
vider, said without providing fur-
ther details. The Orlando Sentinel 
also reported that his wife, Kath-
ryn Lee De Groft, had submitted 
an obituary to the news outlet.

“We were saddened to hear 
about the passing of Aaron De 
Groft,” the museum said in an 
emailed statement. “Our thoughts 
are with his family at this time of 
loss.”

De Groft became executive 
director of the Orlando Museum 
of Art in 2021 following art mu-
seum administration jobs in Jack-
sonville, Sarasota, and Williams-
burg, Virginia.

De Groft negotiated to have the 
Orlando Museum of Art be the 
fi rst institution to display more 
than two dozen artworks said to 
have been found in an old storage 
locker decades after Basquiat’s 
1988 death from a drug overdose 
at age 27. Basquiat, who lived 
and worked in New York City, 
found success in the 1980s as part 
of the neo-Expressionism move-
ment. (AP)

Combs

Oscars

This image released by Universal Pictures shows Ariana Granda as Glinda in the film 
‘Wicked.’(AP)



HEALTH/SCIENCE
ARAB TIMES, FRIDAY-SATURDAY, JANUARY 24-25, 2025

13

e4life devices shine at Dubai’s Arab Health

Electromagnetic waves neutralize respiratory viruses
DUBAI, United Arab Emirates, Jan 23, 
(AP): e4life will be among the leading 
players at the historic fi ftieth anniver-
sary edition of Arab Health, the Middle 
East’s leading health sector trade fair. 
The Italian company will be present 
in Dubai from 27th to 30th January 
with its innovative devices which use 
electromagnetic waves to neutralize 
respiratory viruses present in the air 
(transported via bioaerosol), thereby 

This solution is a world fi rst, with 
effi cacy of over 90% and an almost in-
stantaneous sanitizing action. What’s 
more, since it is 100% harmless to hu-
mans and animals, it does not require 
the evacuation of spaces and environ-
ments.

The result of an Italian patent, this 
solution does not use chemical agents 
or fi lter materials, but is based on the 
transmission of microwaves which, at 
a specifi c combination of frequency 
and power, act on the balance between 
the internal positive charges of the vi-
rus and the negative charges present 
in the capsid or outer shell, giving rise 
to a “resonance” phenomenon that 
destroys the external envelope of the 
virus and effectively inhibits its power 
to spread and be transmitted from one 
individual to another.

The key intuitive moment came dur-
ing the pandemic period and required 

two years of studies and in-depth anal-
ysis, based on research carried out by 
Taiwanese scientists published in the 
Nature Scientifi c Report and aimed at 
discovering a way of inactivating vi-
ruses using electromagnetic fi elds. The 
fi rst results came from testing different 
frequencies of electromagnetic waves 
on Covid and later, on other corona 
viruses. One of the most interesting 
features of this new technology is the 
possibility of having a targeted action, 
allowing it to be calibrated on specifi c 
pathogens.

Effectiveness
Its effectiveness has been certifi ed 

against Covid, including recent variants, 
RSV and seasonal fl u (in this case the ef-
fectiveness exceeds 95%), Avian Flu and 
Swine Flu. e4life has an important road-
map of research focused on constantly 
evolve and adapt the devices to an ever-
increasing number of viruses and, in the 
near future, also bacteria.

There are currently three products 
available using this technology, two 
for humans and one for animals. e4life 
personal is the portable, lightweight, 
compact version (100 grams x 8.5 cm) 
which is SAR certifi ed. It is comforta-
ble and safe to wear and is able to inac-
tivate viruses by generating a “bubble” 
with a diameter of about three metres. 

Then there is e4life ambient which is 
the “fi xed” version to be installed ei-
ther on ceiling or walls with a range 
of action covering about 50 square 
metres.

Lastly there is e4life FARM, the de-
vice dedicated to livestock farms and 
designed to combat animal viral dis-
eases (actually Avian Flu and Swine 
Flu) which represent a threat to chick-
en, turkey and pigs.

“We are looking forward to taking 
advantage of the opportunity offered 
by participating in Arab Health. This 
will allow operators from all over the 
world to experience this extraordinary 
technology fi rst-hand,” emphasizes 
e4life CEO Vincenzo Pompa. “The 
focus and effi cacy of our devices per-
fectly represent the most complete 
meaning of what we are doing: it is 
the starting point of our commitment 
and it is closely linked to the concept 
of ‘One Health’, an approach that rec-
ognizes and promotes the fundamental 
interconnection between human, ani-
mal and environmental health. Every-
thing we do, the passion that we put 
into our work every day and the moti-
vation that guides us are driven by this 
fundamental principle. In nature, on 
the other hand, there are no watertight 
compartments and we must therefore 
adopt a systemic perspective, capable 

of respecting and uniting different el-
ements of equal importance. Our goal 
is to revolutionize the biodefense sec-
tor through our solutions which allow 
each individual to enjoy a natural so-
cial life, interacting in safe spaces with 
no concerns or worries.”

Further confi rmation of the value 
and importance of the results achieved 
by e4life are the numerous examples 
of recognition it has now received. In 
actual fact this technology has been 

subjected to scientifi c tests and has 
been validated by the Celio Military 
Hospital, the independent ViroStatics 
institute and two studies published in 
the Viruses and the European Society 
of Medicine journals (Source: Esmed.
org), representing a worldwide as-
sociation of doctors, researchers and 
professionals united by the goal of pro-
moting health on a global scale.

The technology has also been the 
subject of a test campaign carried out 

at Milan University’s Department of 
Biomedical and Clinical Sciences. The 
results confi rm those already obtained 
from previous test campaigns, i.e. a 
replicable effi cacy of close to 90%. 
The Bio-Medico Campus at the Uni-
versity of Rome has instead collabo-
rated in working on the control and 
effi cacy of this technology through its 
Tissue Engineering and Chemistry for 
Engineering Laboratory.

Furthermore, the JRC–HERA tech-
nological prospective study by the 
European Commission Joint Research 
Centre includes this technology among 
that which is currently available that 
can guarantee an increase in air quality 
in indoor environments.

This year, the already considerable 
number of validations has been expand-
ed to include certifi cation obtained from 
the University of Genoa, which has 
tested the technology’s effi cacy of over 
90% on infl uenza, RSV and Covid vi-
ruses. A fi nal further “seal of guarantee” 
comes from an article in the scientifi c 
journal Nature Scientifi c Reports, which 
describes a study demonstrating the ef-
fectiveness of electromagnetic waves in 
inactivating the avian fl u virus.

The e4life devices are currently cer-
tifi ed to be marketed in Europe, Aus-
tralia, Japan, Singapore, Saudi Arabia, 
the UAE, Morocco and Egypt.

e4life devices

Experts warn of risks

US freezes health agency
reports and online posts
WASHINGTON, Jan 23, (Agen-
cies): The Trump administration has 
put a freeze on many federal health 
agency communications with the 
public through at least the end of the 
month.

In a memo obtained by The Associ-
ated Press, acting Secretary of the US 
Department of Health and Human Ser-
vices Dorothy Fink told agency staff 
leaders Tuesday that an “immediate 
pause” had been ordered on - among 
other things - regulations, guidance, 
announcements, press releases, social 
media posts and website posts until 
such communications had been ap-
proved by a political appointee.

The pause also applies to anything 
intended to be published in the Federal 
Register, where the executive branch 
communicates rules and regulations, 
and the Morbidity and Mortality 
Weekly Report, a Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention scientifi c pub-
lication.

The pause is in effect through Feb. 
1, the memo said. Agencies subject to 
the HHS directive include the CDC, 
the National Institutes of Health and 
the Food and Drug Administration - 
entities that fi ght epidemics, protect 
the nation’s food supply and search for 
cures to diseases.

Review
HHS offi cials did not respond to 

requests for comment on the pause, 
which was fi rst reported by The 
Washington Post. Four federal health 
offi cials speaking on condition of an-
onymity because they weren’t author-
ized to discuss the issue confi rmed the 
communication pause to the AP.

A former HHS offi cial said Wednes-
day that it’s not unusual for incoming 
administrations to pause agency com-
munications for review. But typically, 
offi cials working on the president’s 
transition team have the process for is-
suing documents running smoothly by 
inauguration day.

“The executive branch is a hierar-
chy,” said Steven Grossman, who now 
consults for food and drug companies, 
in an email. “Whether stated publicly 

or not, every new administration wants 
important commitments and positions 
to wait until new teams are in place 
and some semblance of hierarchy re-
stored.”

A pause is reasonable as a changing 
executive branch takes steps to be-
come coordinated, said Dr. Ali Khan, 
a former CDC outbreak investigator 
who is now dean of the University of 
Nebraska’s public health college.

“The only concern would be is if 
this is a prelude to going back to a pri-
or approach of silencing the agencies 
around a political narrative,” he added.

Functions
During his fi rst term, President 

Donald Trump’s political appointees 
tried to gain control over the CDC’s 
MMWR journal, which had published 
information about the COVID-19 pan-
demic that confl icted with messaging 
from the White House.

Fink wrote in her memo that 
some exceptions would be made for 
communications affecting “critical 
health, safety, environmental, finan-
cial or nation security functions,” but 
that those would be subject to review. 
The FDA on Tuesday and Wednesday 
posted notices about warning letters 
sent to companies and a drug safety 
notice.

A consumer advocacy group said 
the communications pause could still 
threaten public safety.

Americans depend on timely infor-
mation from the CDC, the FDA and 
other agencies to avoid foodborne ill-
nesses and stay aware of other health 
issues, said Dr. Peter Lurie, president 
of the Center for Science in the Public 
Interest.

Meanwhile, the World Health Or-
ganization (WHO) has expressed 
regret over U.S. President Donald 
Trump’s announcement of withdraw-
ing the country from the organization. 
It hopes the US government will re-
consider this decision.

In a statement released on Tuesday, 
the WHO also said it looks forward 
to maintaining its partnership through 
constructive dialogue. 

Groundbreaking health tech

Myant brings future of disease
prevention to Arab Health 2025
TORONTO, Jan 23, (AP): At Arab 
Health 2025, Myant will showcase its 
mission to enable human-centric, pre-
cise, and preventive care through con-
tinuous connection, a vision brought 
to life by groundbreaking innovations 
in AI and Textile Computing. Backed 
by cutting-edge R&D and signifi cant 
investment, Myant is redefi ning health-
care as proactive, continuous, and deep-
ly personal.

As the largest healthcare event in 
the Middle East, Arab Health provides 
an unparalleled platform for Myant to 
connect with global healthcare leaders, 
unveil transformative solutions, and 
shape the future of medical innovation. 
Myant’s participation underscores its 
commitment to empowering people to 
live healthier, longer lives through rev-
olutionary technology and actionable 
health insights.

Myant will present Myant Care, a 
comprehensive platform which combines 
health data to predict and prevent disease, 
keeping populations healthy by providing 
early warnings and interventions. Myant 
Care uses clinical-grade interfaces for 
real medical decisions, leveraging deep 

machine learning to transform continuous 
health data and scientifi c literature into 
actionable care plans.

Central to the platform is Skiin Gen-
eration 2, the world’s fi rst passive, human 
centric, comfortable, continuous medical-
grade remote monitor. It integrates ECG, 
cuffl ess blood pressure, breathing pat-
tern and volume, core body temperature, 
oxygen saturation (SpO2), actigraphy 
and posture, sleep metrics including sleep 
apnea diagnosis, offering unparalleled 
insights into managing hypertension, life-
threatening arrhythmias, heart failure, 
sleep apnea, COPD and other conditions. 
Skiin Generation 2 unlocks powerful new 
tools for physicians, including live telem-
etry during teleconsultations and symp-
tom replay. 

With continuous multi-modal data, 
including from numerous third-party 
point-of-care products and services, 
physicians gain a holistic understand-
ing of the user’s health, supporting 
early detection, precision medicine, and 
personalized care – ultimately chang-
ing the relationship with patients from 
reactive and episodic to proactive and 
continuous.

Immunotherapy effective

Study shows improvement 
in breast cancer cure rate
SYDNEY, Jan 23, (Xinhua): Australian 
researchers have made a breakthrough 
in improving the cure rate for the most 
common form of breast cancer.

An international clinical trial led 
by Melbourne’s Peter MacCallum 
Cancer Center (Peter Mac) has shown 
that adding the immunotherapy drug 
nivolumab to the chemotherapy that 
breast cancer patients receive before 
surgery can dramatically improve out-
comes, according to the latest news 
release on Peter Mac website.

The trial involved 510 people with 
the ER+HER2- subtype of breast can-

cer, which accounts for about 70 per-
cent of all cases globally, who received 
chemotherapy to shrink their tumor 
before it was surgically removed.

Researchers assessed how adding an 
infusion of nivolumab, or a placebo, 
during the pre-surgery phase affected 
their response to treatment.

They found that 25 percent of trial 
participants treated with nivolumab 
achieved a pathologic complete re-
sponse (pCR), which means there 
was no sign of cancer after surgery, 
compared to 14 percent in the placebo 
group.

Endangered plant

A strange ‘stinky’ fl ower
draws crowds for a whiff
SYDNEY, Jan 23, (AP): The rare 
unfurling of an endangered plant 
that emits the smell of decaying 
fl esh drew hundreds of devoted 
fans to a greenhouse in Sydney on 
Thursday where they joined three-
hour lines to experience a mo-
mentous bloom -- and a fragrance 
evoking gym socks and rotting 
garbage.

Tall, pointed and smelly, the 
corpse fl ower is scientifi cally 
known as amorphophallus titanum 
- or bunga bangkai in Indonesia, 
where the plants are found in the 
Sumatran rainforest.

But to fans of this specimen, 
she’s Putricia -- a portmanteau of 
“putrid” and “Patricia” eagerly 
adopted by her followers who, 
naturally, call themselves Putri-
cians. For a week, she has graced 
a stately and gothic display in front 
of a purple curtain and wreathed in 
mist from a humidifi er at the Royal 
Sydney Botanic Garden.

Her rise to fame since has been 
rapid, with up to 20,000 admirers 
fi ling past for a moment in her in-
creasingly pungent presence. No 
corpse fl ower has bloomed at the 
garden for 15 years.

The plant only fl owers every 

7-10 years in the wild. 
“The fact that they open very 

rarely, so they fl ower rarely, is ob-
viously something that puts them 
at a little bit of a disadvantage in 
the wild,” said garden spokesper-
son Sophie Daniel, who designed 
Putricia’s kooky and funereal dis-
play. “When they open, they have 
to hope that another fl ower is open 
nearby, because they can’t self-
pollinate.”

There are thought to be only 300 
of the plants in the wild and fewer 
than 1,000 worldwide - including 
those in cultivation. Among them 
is Putricia, which arrived at the 
garden seven years ago.

When her flower was spot-
ted in December she was just 25 
centimeters (10 inches) high. By 
Thursday, she was 1.6 meters (5 
feet 3 inches) tall -- and her flow-
er spike was slowly opening like 
a pleated skirt around a majestic 
central tuber, the yellow-green 
outer curling to reveal a burgun-
dy center.

As excitement grew in Sydney 
about the moment of her bloom, 
garden staff erected crowd bar-
riers, giving the Victorian green-
house the air of a rock concert.

An endangered plant known as the ‘corpse fl ower’ for its putrid stink, 
is about to bloom at the Royal Botanical Gardens in Sydney, Aus-

tralia, Thursday, Jan. 23, 2025. (AP)
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Steffen plays fi rst US match in nearly 3 years in 3-0 win over Costa Rica
ORLANDO, Fla., Jan 23, (AP): 
Zack Steffen was back on the fi eld 
for the United States to face Costa 
Rica, nearly three years after his 
previous appearance in goal, also 
against the Ticos.

Stakes were far lower but the re-
sults were much better.

Steffen made a pair of excel-
lent saves, and the U.S. won 3-0 on 
Wednesday night as Brian White, 
Caden Clark and Patrick Agyemang 
scored in the Americans’ second 
straight friendly without Europe-
based players. 

“It’s always nice to make some 
of those top-handed saves,” Steffen 
said.

White scored in the 21st minute 
and Clark in the 77th, the fi rst inter-
national goal for both. White’s goal 
was set up by Diego Luna, whose 
nose had been broken by an early 
elbow. After several minutes getting 
cotton stuffed in his nose, Luna re-
turned to the fi eld and assisted on the 
goal. Luna was replaced at the start 
of the second half.

“He showed great character be-
cause he wanted to stay, he wanted 
to play,” coach Mauricio Pochettino 
said. “This is a player that for sure 
we are going to have in considera-
tion for the future.”

Agyemang added a goal in the 
90th, scoring for the second straight 
game, and the U.S. extended its win-
ning streak to four for the fi rst time 
since winning nine straight in 2021.

Steffen had not played for the U.S. 
since a 2-0 loss in the fi nal World 
Cup qualifi er at Costa Rica on March 
30, 2022. He was left off the World 
Cup roster by coach Gregg Berhal-
ter, who started Matt Turner at the 
tournament in Qatar, then was re-
stored to the team last October after 
Pochettino took over.

Steffen jumped to his left and 
used his right hand to tip away Ale-
jandro Bran’s shot from outside the 
penalty area in the 37th minute. He 
showed quick refl exes to parry’s Al-
lan Cruz’s shot from about 10 yards 
out in the 56th.

“He performed really, really 

well,” Pochettino said. “Today was 
he great.”

Now 29, Steffen joined Major 
League Soccer’s Colorado last year 
after playing in just two Premier 
League matches over 4 1/2 seasons 
with Manchester City.

U.S. coaches have worked with 
Steffen to position himself deeper.

“It just gave me time to shuffl e my 
feet and get a good push,” he said. “I 
think if I’m higher the ball goes over 
my hand and then it goes in. Yeah, I 
like what they’re teaching me.”

Turner has gotten on the fi eld just 
twice this season for Crystal Palace, 
in the FA Cup and League Cup. 
Pochettino praised him for his na-
tional team play against Jamaica in 
November’s CONCACAF Nations 
League quarterfi nals but said there is 
competition for the starting spot.

“It’s a thing that we are going to 
evaluate every single camp in or-
der to make the best decision,” Po-
chettino said. “We are very honest 
and transparent ... They know that 
through the performance they can be 

fi ghting for the position.”
Playing his third international 

match, White scored after he sprint-
ed into the penalty area to take a 
through pass from Luna, took a 
touch and beat goalkeeper Esteban 
Alvarado to the far post. White, who 
turns 29 on Feb. 3, became the old-
est American to score his fi rst inter-
national goal since 29-year-old Matt 
Besler in 2016.

Clark, a 21-year-old playing his 
second international match, got his 
goal when he one-timed a left foot 
shot at the top of the penalty area 
from a cross by Emeka Eneli, who 
stole the ball from Bran on a fl ank.

Agyemang, a 24-year-old who 
debuted in Saturday’s 3-1 win over 
Venezuela, scored against Anthony 
Walker on an angled shot from De-
Juan Jones’ pass.

Europe-based players return for 
the Nations League semifi nal against 
Panama on March 20. That match is 
during one of just six training camps 
remaining with the top pool before 
players arrive ahead of the 2026 

World Cup.
Playing its fi rst match since hir-

ing Miguel Herrera as coach, Costa 
Rica debuted four starters: defenders 
Santiago van der Putten and Ryan 

Bolaños, midfi elder Creichel Pérez 
and forward Josimar Méndez. In ad-
dition, Walker and defender Kevin 
Espinoza debuted at the start of the 
second half.

US in 2nd straight friendly without Europe-based players

United States’ Walker Zimmerman (3) clears the ball away from Costa 
Rica’s Creichel Perez (17) during the fi rst half of an international friendly 

soccer match in Orlando, Fla. (AP)

DeRozan drops 32 points as
Sacramento rallies past GSW

Rockets edge Cavaliers

SACRAMENTO, Jan 23, 
(AP): DeMar DeRozan 
scored 32 points, Domantas 
Sabonis had 26 points and 
18 rebounds and Sacramen-
to overcame an 18-point 
defi cit to beat Golden State 
123-117.

Malik Monk added 20 points and 
nine assists and DeAaron Fox had 
14 points for Sacramento, which 
made 30 of 32 free throws. The 
Kings have won three in a row 
overall, seven straight at home and 
are 10-2 under interim coach Doug 
Christie.

Andrew Wiggins had 25 points and 
Buddy Hield added 17 points for the 
Warriors. Steph Curry finished with 14 
points and 12 assists.

DeRozan scored 19 points in the 
third quarter, hitting two free throws to 
tie it at 85. Behind 113-111, the Kings 
went on an 8-0 run, completed by a la-
yup by Fox with 1:07 remaining.

The Warriors were without Dray-
mond Green (left calf strain) and Jona-
than Kuminga (right ankle sprain). 
Green will be re-evaluated next week.

Rockets 109, Cavaliers 108
In Houston, Alperen Sengun made 

two free throws with 4.5 seconds left 
and Darius Garland missed two of three 
free throws after that to allow Houston 
to hold on for a victory over Cleveland.

Fred VanVleet had 26 points as 
Houston rallied late after squandering a 
13-point lead in the fourth quarter.

A flagrant foul by Tari Eason on a 
3-point attempt by Garland gave him 
three free throws with 2.1 seconds left. 
But he missed the first two before mak-
ing the third to cut the lead to a point. 
The Cavaliers had a chance to win it 
at the buzzer, but Donovan Mitchell’s 

3-point attempt was off.
Mitchell missed a shot with less than 

10 seconds to go. Sengun grabbed the 
rebound and was fouled by Jarrett Al-
len to set up the winning free throws.

Celtics 117, Clippers 113, OT
In Inglewood, Jaylen Brown scored 

25 points, Jayson Tatum added 24 and 
the Boston Celtics rallied past Los 
Angeles in overtime when both teams 
were missing key players.

Derrick White added 20 points and 
Sam Hauser had 15, tying his season 
high with five 3-pointers. The defend-
ing NBA champions played without 
Jrue Holiday and Kristaps Porzingis.

Derrick Jones Jr. scored a career-
high 29 points, 17 in the first quarter, to 
lead the Clippers. Kevin Porter Jr. add-
ed a season-high 26 and Amir Coffey 

had 24. LA’s Kawhi Leonard, James 
Harden, Norman Powell and Ivica Zu-
bac were all sidelined.

The Clippers trailed by seven in the 
fourth, but Coffey dunked and then 
Jones stole the ball from Brown and 
scored with 4.2 seconds remaining to tie 
the game at 103-103 and force overtime.

The Celtics opened the five-minute 
extra session with 3-pointers by White, 
Tatum and Brown that stretched the 
lead to 112-105. The Clippers twice cut 
the deficit to two points, the last time 
on Coffey’s three-point play with 30 
seconds to go.

Suns 108, Nets 84
In New York, Devin Booker scored 

32 points in his 200th career 30-point 
performance, Kevin Durant added 24 
against his former team and Phoenix 
eased to a victory over short-handed 
Brooklyn.

Booker shot 14 for 24 from the field 
to quickly get back on track after get-
ting held to 15 points Monday in a loss 
to Cleveland that snapped his five-
game streak with 30 or more. 

Nick Richards grabbed 15 rebounds 
in his second start for the Suns, who 
went back above .500 at 22-21 while 
playing without Bradley Beal.

Timberwolves 115, Mavericks 114
In Dallas, Jaden McDaniels scored 

a career-high 27 points, including the 
clinching free throw with 3 seconds to 
play, and Anthony Edwards added 21 
as Minnesota outlasted short-handed 
Dallas.

Two free throws by Mike Conley 
gave Minnesota a 114-111 lead with 
11.8 seconds left. After Kyrie Irving 
missed a 3-pointer, McDaniels grabbed 
the rebound and made one of two free 
throws for a four-point lead. Irving hit 
a running 3 at the buzzer.

Irving scored 36 points and P.J. 
Washington Jr. added a season-high 
30 points for the Mavericks, who are 

4-11 since superstar Luka Doncic was 
sidelined with a calf strain early in their 
Christmas Day loss to the Wolves.

Grizzlies 132, Hornets 120
In Memphis, Desmond Bane scored 

24 points, Luke Kennard added 23 on 
a season-high seven 3-pointers and 
Memphis built an early lead and beat 
Charlotte.

Jaren Jackson Jr. added 22 points, 
and Ja Morant had with 16 points and 
13 assists to help Memphis win its 
fourth straight. Bane was 10 of 15 from 
the field, Kennard 8 of 12 and the Griz-
zlies shot 50% overall.

Mark Williams led the Hornets with 
a career-high 38 points, connecting on 
14 of 18 shots. LaMelo Ball added 22 
points, eight rebounds and six assists. 
Miles Bridges scored 17 points as the 
Hornets three-game winning streak 
came to an end.

Thunder 123, Jazz 114
In Oklahoma City, Shai Gilgeous-

Alexander scored a career-high 54 
points and Oklahoma City defeated 
Utah.

Gilgeous-Alexander made 17 of 35 
field goals and 17 of 18 free throws to 
surpass his previous career best of 45 
points. He also had eight rebounds, five 
assists and three steals.

Jalen Williams added 25 points for 
the Thunder (36-7), who are tied with 
Cleveland for the league’s best record.

Pistons 114, Hawks 104
In Detroit, Cade Cunningham had 

29 points and 11 assists and the Detroit 
Pistons won for the seventh time it their 
last eight road games, 114-104 over the 
Atlanta Hawks.

Malik Beasley had 19 points off the 
bench and Ausar Thompson had 16 
points for Detroit.

Dyson Daniels led the Hawks with 20 
points and 10 rebounds and Trae Young 
had 13 points and nine assists. Jalen John-
son had 17 points and nine rebounds.

Boston Celtics guard Payton 
Pritchard, left, shoots as Los Ange-
les Clippers guard Terance Mann 
defends during the second half of 
an NBA basketball game in Ingle-

wood, Calif. (AP)

Bid to ignite troubled season

City takes spending this week
to $150m by signing Marmoush
LONDON, Jan 23: Reeling from a dam-
aging loss in the Champions League, 
Manchester City took its spending this 
week to around $150 million by sign-
ing Egypt forward Omar Marmoush 
from Eintracht Frankfurt on Thursday 
in a move that provides some belated 
back-up to star striker Erling Haaland.

The 25-year-old Marmoush joined 
City for a reported 70 million euros 
($73 million), following the arrivals of 
young defenders Abdukodir Khusanov 
from Lens and Vitor Reis from Palmei-
ras for a combined $77 million.

City will hope the new signings can 
ignite its season, which was thrown 
back into turmoil when the team col-
lapsed to a 4-2 loss at Paris Saint-
Germain in the Champions League on 
Wednesday to plunge to the brink of 
elimination with one game left in the 
revamped fi rst stage.

Marmoush is second to Bayern Mu-
nich’s Harry Kane in the list of top 
scorers in the German league this sea-
son, with 15 goals from 17 games for 
Frankfurt. He was not in the squad for 
the 2-0 win over Borussia Dortmund 
amid negotiations with City, and went 
on the fi eld after the game for an ap-
parent farewell in front of Frankfurt’s 
fans.

The move to City caps a rapid rise 
to stardom for Marmoush, who signed 
from Frankfurt on a free transfer in 
2023 from Wolfsburg, where he’d only 
scored fi ve goals the season before.

It’s not yet clear how Marmoush 
would fi t into Pep Guardiola’s tactics. 
His best performances this season have 
come as part of a two-striker formation 
alongside former Paris Saint-Germain 
forward Hugo Ekitiké, but Guardiola 
prefers a lone striker in Haaland.

Marmoush can play in wide roles 
and has generally done so for Egypt’s 
national team, but less successfully 
than in a central role. He has six goals 
and three assists in 35 games for his 
country.

In that sense, Marmoush seems a 
like-for-like replacement for Julian 
Alvarez, the versatile Argentina for-
ward who left City for Atletico Madrid 
in August in a deal reportedly worth 
more than $103 million after largely 
being in the shadow of Haaland over 
the last two years.

Marmoush is the latest in a string 

of Frankfurt strikers to make lucrative 
moves to top European clubs, but they 
haven’t always settled. Frankfurt sold 
Luka Jovic to Real Madrid in 2019 but 
he was back on loan just 18 months 
later and is now at Milan. Randal Kolo 
Muani left Frankfurt in 2023 for PSG, 
where he is mostly a bench player and 
might move this month.

Guardiola has said the club is look-
ing to bring forward future signings to 
this current transfer window because of 
injury problems this season that have 
rocked his team’s campaign.

The biggest of those is Rodri, the 
Spain midfi elder and Ballon d’Or win-
ner who is out for the season with an 
ACL injury.

City also has been hit with injury is-
sues at center back, with Ruben Dias, 
John Stones and Nathan Ake all hav-
ing time out of action. That explains 
the moves for Khusanov and Reis, who 
Guardiola says are ready to come into 
the team immediately if required.

Not only is City struggling in the 
Champions League, the team is in 
fi fth place in its Premier League title 
defense - 12 points behind leader Liv-
erpool having played one game more.

Manchester City’s head coach Pep 
Guardiola reacts during a Champi-
ons League opening phase soccer 
match between Paris Saint-Germain 
and Manchester City at the Parc des 

Princes in Paris. (AP)

China claims fi rst medal in Torino as South Korea sweeps short-track

China establishes independent
federation to run pro leagues

TURIN, Italy, Jan 23, (Xinhua): China 
earned its fi rst medal at the Torino 
2025 FISU World University Winter 
Games while South Korea continued 
its gold medal haul in the short track 
speed skating event.

China earned its fi rst medal of the 

Games when in the short track speed 
skating women’s 500m, Hao Weiying 
fi nished second with a time of 44.825 
seconds, just 0.108 seconds behind 
South Korea’s Kim Gil-li. Seo Whi-
min, another South Korean skater, 
claimed the bronze.

China took its second medal later 
in the mixed team relay where South 
Korea secured gold with a time 
of 2:44.042, followed by China in 
2:44.631 for a silver, while Kazakh-
stan earned the bronze.

South Korea’s Kim Tae-sung and 

Lee Dong-hyun added to their medal 
tally in the men’s 500m, winning gold 
and bronze, respectively. Japan’s 
Shogo Miyata fi nished in second 
place.

The team has dominated the event, 
winning all fi ve short-track competi-

tions and fi nishing their Torino 2025 
campaign with fi ve gold, two silver, 
and four bronze medals.

In curling, Switzerland defeated 
Canada 6-1 to secure the bronze medal 
in the men’s event, while Canada’s 
women’s team claimed bronze with a 

7-3 victory over Norway. Gold medal 
matches for both events are scheduled 
for Thursday.

In men’s ice hockey, Canada de-
feated Slovakia 3-1 to claim the gold 
medal. Ukraine secured bronze with a 
5-3 win against the United States.

BEIJING, Jan 23, (Xinhua): The Chi-
nese Professional Football League 
(CFL), an independent federation 
aimed at operating all levels of China’s 
professional football leagues, was of-
fi cially established.

At the inaugural CFL general as-
sembly in Beijing, representatives 
from 52 Chinese professional football 
clubs elected a 17-member council, 
comprising nine club offi cials and fi g-
ures from government, media, legal, 
and other football-related sectors.

Li Kemin, 61, the former head of 
the Tianjin Sports Administration, was 
elected CFL director. “The CFL will 
unite all professional clubs to promote 
the healthy development of profes-
sional leagues in China,” she said in 
her inauguration speech.

Yang Xu, vice president of the 
Chinese Football Association (CFA), 
along with three club representatives 
- Shanghai Shenhua board chairman 
Gu Jiqing, Qingdao Red Lions general 
manager Liu Yu, and Beijing Institute 
of Technology football club director 
Zhao Xi - were named CFL deputy 
directors. CFA offi cial Shen Rui will 
serve as CFL secretary general.

According to the statement, the 
CFA has granted the CFL the right to 
operate and manage its three profes-
sional leagues, namely the Chinese 
Super League, China League One, and 
China League Two. The CFL will act 
as a member association of the CFA, 
independently overseeing the leagues’ 
organisation, while the CFA remains 
responsible for supervising major reg-
ulations.

Meanwhile, Brazilian player Jadson 
announced that he has left Shandong 
Taishan after spending three and a 
half years at the Chinese Super League 
side.

The 33-year-old defender posted a 
video on social media on Wednesday 
night confi rming his exit.

“Many thanks to Shandong Tais-
han,” he said in the video.

He described his three and a half 
years at the club as having a profound 
impact on his career and reinforcing 
his bond with the team.

Jadson also recalled scoring the 
winning goal in Shandong Taishan’s 
1-0 victory over Shanghai Port in the 
2021 Chinese FA Cup fi nal as his most 
memorable moment.

Jadson announces exit

Phoenix Suns’ Devin Booker (1) drives past Brooklyn Nets’ Keon Johnson (45) during the fi rst half of an NBA basketball game in New York. (AP)
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A grand start for the fi rst-of-its-kind show jumping tournament by the sea

Kuwait welcomes the return of KIB | The Stadium
KUWAIT CITY, Jan 23: The highly anticipated third sea-
son of KIB | The Stadium, Kuwait’s fi rst-of-its-kind show 
jumping tournament by the sea, offi cially launched with 
a grand opening ceremony at Marina Beach. This year’s 
edition, organized by KIB’s strategic partner Suffi x, takes 
center stage by spotlighting equestrian sports for the sec-
ond consecutive year over the span of three weeks. The 
championship builds on the legacy of its previous seasons 
and promises an even more exceptional experience this 
year, further reinforcing KIB’s commitment to nurturing 
Kuwait’s sporting culture as part of the Bank’s expansive 
social responsibility program.

The opening ceremony was held in the presence of infl u-
ential fi gures and distinguished attendees, including H.E. 
the First Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of Defense and 
Minister of Interior, Sheikh Fahad Yusuf Saud Al-Sabah; 
Acting Director General of the Public Authority for Sports 
Bashar Abdullah; President of the Kuwait Equestrian Fed-
eration Masoud Hayat; Vice Chairman and CEO of KIB 
Raed Jawad Bukhamseen; and Chief Operations Offi cer 
of Suffi x Ahmed Al-Majed; in addition members of KIB’s 
Board of Directors and Executive Management Team, as 
well as Suffi x’s Board of Directors, Board of Trustees and 
Executive Management.

Commenting on the opening ceremony, Marwa Marafi e, 
Manager of the Corporate Communications Unit at KIB, 
expressed her excitement to see months of preparation for 
this exceptional mega-sporting event come to life once 
again. 

She said: “Following the tremendous success of last 
season, we are proud to bring back the country’s first-
of-its-kind international show jumping competition, 
set against the stunning backdrop of the sea. KIB | The 
Stadium is a key initiative that reflects our unwaver-
ing commitment tosocial responsibility, as we strive 
to promote a culture of sports, particularly equestrian-
ism, which is deeply rooted in Kuwait’s rich cultural 

heritage. By creating an ideal platform to celebrate and 
spotlight equestrian talent, we aim to inspire the next 
generation of athletes and strengthen Kuwait’s position 
as a hub for sporting excellence.”

She added:“Together with our strategic partner, Suffi x, 
and with the support of the championship’s sponsors, we 
look forward to delivering a world-class show jumping ex-
perience while showcasing our nation as a premier destina-

tion for international sporting events. We invite everyone 
to join us in witnessing the elegance of equestrian sport, 
where athleticism and grace come together in a spectacular 
display of talent.”

Continuing the momentum from last season’s resound-
ing success, KIB | The Stadium raises the bar yet again, 
attracting approximately 500 local and international rid-
ers and 5,000 spectators. This year’s championship brings 
an exciting lineup of competitions, beginning with a local 
show jumping competition, followed by a 2-star interna-
tional competition (CSI2*), and culminating in the pres-
tigious 3-star competition (CSI3-W*), a qualifi er for the 
International Equestrian Federation (FEI) Jumping World 
Cup. 

At the heart of the venue, spectators can enjoy more than 
just world-class show jumping. The Village Zone features 
a diverse lineup of F&B vendors and a curated selection 
of local businesses, creating a vibrant atmosphere for indi-
viduals and families alike.  

On his part, Ahmed Al-Majed, Chief Operations Offi cer 
of Suffi x, said: “We ensured that the opening ceremony 
refl ected the rich heritage of equestrian sports in Kuwait 
through an inspiring performance that combined tradition 
and innovation. This opening symbolizes Suffi x’s com-
mitment to delivering an exceptional sporting experience 
for all participants and attendees, showcasing our passion 
for advancing equestrianism and positioning Kuwait as a 
global sports hub.”

It is worth noting that this prestigious championship 
underscores KIB’s dedication to its comprehensive so-
cial responsibility program, with a particular emphasis 
on advancing sports development and empowering youth. 
Guided by its enduring slogan, “Bank for Life,” KIB en-
sures that every endeavor contributes to creating a more 
prosperous and fulfi lling future for its community, empow-
ering individuals to achieve their goals and realize their 
aspirations.

Sheikh Fahad Yusuf Saud Al-Sabah, Raed Jawad Bukhamseen and Bashar Abdullah in the middle of the bank team and a number of knights 
participating in the tournament.

The Kuwaiti fl ag was proudly raised during the opening ceremony.

Vibrant performance during the opening of the tournament.

From left: Masoud Hayat, Sheikh Dhari Al Fahad, Sheikh Fahad Yusuf Saud Al-Sabah and Raed Jawad Bukham-
seen. 

Offi cials enjoy proceedings Photo from the eventA participant attempts to clear a hurdle. 

Problems run deeper than him

Dortmund fi red coach Sahin to spark a turnaround
DUESSELDORF, Germany, Jan 23, 
(AP): Borussia Dortmund hoped 
that reaching the Champions League 
fi nal would lay a platform for further 
success. Instead, it’s gone backward.

Firing coach Nuri Sahin on 
Wednesday was largely seen as in-
evitable after one win from the last 
nine games, but there’s no clear path 
to a turnaround. 

Youth coach Mike Tullberg will 
take charge against Werder Bremen 
on Saturday in the Bundesliga while 
Dortmund searches for Sahin’s re-
placement. Reports in Germany 
identifi ed the favorite as ex-Bayern 
Munich and Monaco coach Niko 
Kovac but he told Austrian TV on 
Wednesday, “No one has spoken to 
me.”

Whoever does take over will in-
herit an underperforming squad on 
course for its worst league placing 
in years.

Here’s a look at what’s gone 
wrong for one of Germany’s most 
storied soccer clubs:

With Dortmund 10th in the Bun-
desliga, it’s on track to miss out on 
the Champions League next season 
for the fi rst time in a decade.

Sahin, in charge since June, had 
rocky patches early in his tenure 
but things were going from bad to 
worse with four straight losses to 
start 2025.

His fan favorite status as an ex-
Dortmund player and close relation-
ships with senior players may have 

bought him time.
Even before Sahin took charge, 

Dortmund’s run to the Champions 
League fi nal arguably masked un-
derlying issues. 

Dortmund placed fi fth in the Bun-
desliga last season under Edin Ter-
zic, who resigned at the end of the 
season, and was arguably fortunate 
to beat Paris Saint-Germain in the 
Champions League semifi nals af-
ter PSG repeatedly hit the post and 
crossbar.

Last Friday, Dortmund sporting 
director Sebastian Kehl pledged Sa-
hin his full support. Five days later, 

Sahin was gone.
The apparent hesitation as Dort-

mund slid down the table over the 
last month was a contrast to the ruth-
lessness shown to former coaches. 
Lucien Favre was fi red in Decem-
ber 2020 when Dortmund was fi fth, 
and Peter Bosz lasted fi ve months in 
2017.

The diffi culties also come at a 
time when Dortmund’s long-term 
strategy is uncertain. Chief execu-
tive Hans-Joachim Watzke is leav-
ing later this year after 20 years.

Dortmund used to develop Eu-
rope’s best young players such as 

Erling Haaland, Jude Bellingham 
and Jadon Sancho. Now it’s fi ghting 
to keep up.

Dortmund’s German rivals Bayer 
Leverkusen and Leipzig are com-
peting for the best youngsters and 
Leverkusen’s Florian Wirtz is one of 
the most in-demand players in world 
soccer.

The 20-year-old English winger 
Jamie Gittens is having a strong 
season with 11 goals from 27 games 
but Dortmund’s youth teams are no 
longer packed with fi rst-team-ready 
talent. 

When teens have covered for 
injured fi rst-team players this sea-
son they’ve struggled, and players 
once considered Dortmund’s future 
haven’t developed as planned. Inju-
ries have disrupted 22-year-old U.S. 
attacking midfi elder Gio Reyna, 
while striker Youssoufa Moukoko 
has scored only twice all season on 
loan at Nice.

Money isn’t the problem at Dort-
mund after its lucrative Champi-
ons League run last season and the 
promise of millions more at the Club 
World Cup in the United States.

The issue has been who to spend 
it on.

Dortmund has relied heavily on ex-
perienced names such as Emre Can, 
Pascal Gross, Marcel Sabitzer and, 
until he was injured, Niklas Süle. The 
squad that reached the Champions 
League fi nal last season was one of 
the oldest in the competition, too.

Bologna’s Dan Ndoye, right, and Borussia’s Julien Duranville in action 
during the Champions League soccer match between Bologna and 

Dortmund at Renato Dall’Ara Stadium, Bologna, Italy. (AP)
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SportsAryna Sabalenka of Belarus celebrates 
after defeating Paula Badosa of Spain 
during their semifi nal match at the 
Australian Open tennis championship in 
Melbourne, Australia. (AP)

Belarusian on course for a three-peat

Keys upsets Swiatek, faces Sabalenka in Australian Open fi nal
MELBOURNE, Australia, Jan 23, (AP): When Madison Keys fi nally fi nished off 
her 5-7, 6-1, 7-6 (10-8) upset of No. 2 Iga Swiatek in a high-intensity, high-quality 
Australian Open semifi nal on Thursday night, saving a match point along the way, 
the 29-year-old American crouched on the court and placed a hand on her white hat.

She had a hard time believing it all. The comeback. What Keys called an “ex-
tra dramatic fi nish.” The victory over fi ve-time Grand Slam champion Swiatek, 
who’d been on the most dominant run at Melbourne Park in a dozen years. And 
now the chance to play in her second Grand Slam fi nal, a long wait after being the 
2017 U.S. Open runner-up.

“I’m still trying to catch up to everything that’s happening,” said the 19th-seed-
ed Keys, who will face No. 1 Aryna Sabalenka, the two-time defending champion, 
for the trophy Saturday. “I felt like I was just fi ghting to stay in it. ... It was so up 
and down and so many big points.”

Just to be sure, Keys asked whether Swiatek was, indeed, one point from vic-
tory. Yes, Madison, she was, while serving at 6-5, 40-30, but missed a backhand 
into the net, then eventually getting broken by double-faulting, sending the contest 
to a fi rst-to-10, win-by-two tiebreaker.

Sabalenka beat good friend Paula Badosa 6-4, 6-2 earlier Thursday. Sabalenka, 
a 26-year-old from Belarus, can become the fi rst woman since 1999 to complete 
a three-peat.

Still, Sabalenka won her fi rst major trophy at Melbourne Park in 2023, and 

she since has added two more - in Australia a year ago and at the U.S. Open last 
September. 

The last woman to reach three fi nals in a row at the year’s fi rst Grand Slam 
tournament was Serena Williams, who won two from 2015-17. Martina Hingis 
was the most recent woman with a three-peat, doing it from 1997-1999.

Swiatek had not lost a single service game since the fi rst round, but was broken 
three times by Keys in the fi rst set alone and eight times in all.

That included each of Swiatek’s fi rst two times serving, making clear right from 
the get-go this would not be her usual sort of day. And while Swiatek did eke out the 
opening set, she was overwhelmed in the second, trailing 5-0 before getting a game.

This was the big-hitting Keys at her very best. She turns 30 next month and, at 
the suggestion of her coach, former player Bjorn Fratangelo - who also happens to 
be her husband - decided to try a new racket this season, an effort both to help her 
with generating easy power but also to relieve some strain on her right shoulder.

It’s certainly paid immediate dividends. Keys is now on an 11-match winning 
streak, including taking the title at a tuneup event in Adelaide.

She was good enough to get through this one, which was as tight as can be down 
the stretch.

Sabalenka and Badosa did their best to avoid any eye contact for much of the 
evening, whether up at the net for the coin toss or when they crossed paths at 
changeovers.

Madison Keys of the U.S. plays a backhand return to Iga Swiatek of Poland 
during their semifi nal match at the Australian Open tennis championship in 

Melbourne, Australia. (AP)

City’s Champions League 
hopes ‘hang’ by a thread

Real routs Salzburg to advance, Arsenal and Inter strengthen round of 16 bids

GELSENKIRCHEN, Germany, Jan 23, 
(AP): Manchester City is on the brink 
of a humiliating Champions League exit 
after a stunning loss to Paris Saint-Ger-
main, and Real Madrid is no longer at 
risk after routing Salzburg.

Man City blew a two-goal lead in a high-
stakes clash of super-wealthy underachievers 
that PSG won 4-2 in Paris yet still could be 
eliminated alongside the English champion af-
ter the fi nal round of games next week.

Only the top 24 in the 36-team standings will ad-
vance and Man City, the 2023 champion, will kick 
off in 25th place needing to beat Club Brugge to 
squeeze into the knockout playoffs round. PSG, now 
in 22nd, will play at 24th-place Stuttgart.

Title-holder Madrid is safe, rising from 22nd place 

into 16th place after swatting aside Salzburg 5-1.
Arsenal and Inter Milan got expected wins to rise 

to third and fourth, respectively, though not sure yet 
to join Liverpool and Barcelona advancing direct to 
the round of 16.

Arsenal beat Dinamo Zagreb 3-0 and Inter won 1-0 
at Sparta Prague.

Bayern Munich fell to a 3-0 defeat at Feyenoord 
and dropped to 15th in the mid-table morass of sto-
ried clubs - including Madrid and Juventus - who risk 
facing each other in the knockout playoff rounds in 
February.

Every qualifi cation and elimination issue will be 
decided in a likely frenetic eighth and fi nal round of 
games next Wednesday.

All 36 teams will be in action in 18 games kicking 
off at the same time with just the top 24 advancing to 
the knockout phase.

Man City looked to set to send PSG close to elimi-

nation by taking a two-goal lead early in the second 
half. Jack Grealish, a halftime substitute, scored in 
the 50th minute then set up Erling Haaland for a sec-
ond four minutes later.

Within six remarkable minutes PSG was level, from 
goals by Ousmane Dembele and Bradley Barcola, and 
a stunning turnaround was completed in the 78th when 
Joao Neves headed the decisive goal. Goncalo Ramos 
added a fourth in stoppage time.

AC Milan quietly rose to sixth place with a 1-0 win 
against Girona at San Siro, and Celtic advanced by 
winning 1-0 against Young Boys, which lost a sev-
enth straight game.

Sporting Lisbon risks elimination next week after 
losing 2-1 at Leipzig, which ended a six-game losing 
run, and Shakhtar Donetsk stayed in contention - just 
- with a 2-0 win against Brest, which will be in the 
knockout phase.

Feyenoord’s goalkeeper Justin Bijlow, right, makes a save during the Champions League opening phase soccer match between Feyenoord and Bayern 
Munich, at De Kuip Stadium, in Rotterdam, Netherlands. (AP)

Real Madrid becomes 1st soccer club to 
surpass 1 bln euros in annual earnings
MADRID, Jan 23, (Xinhua): Real 
Madrid has become the fi rst soccer 
club to generate over a billion euros 
(1.04 billion U.S. dollars) in revenue 
in a single season, according to De-
loitte’s Money League study pub-
lished on Thursday.

The study shows Real Madrid gen-
erated revenue of about 1.05 billion 
euros in the 2023-24 season, thanks 
partly to winning the UEFA Champi-
ons League and La Liga.

Madrid’s earnings were up 25.8 
percent on the previous season’s in-
come of 831.4 million euros, with the 
completion of the reformation of the 
Santiago Bernabeu Stadium also a big 
factor as ticket sales almost doubled to 
about 248 million euros, while com-
mercial earnings increased to about 
482 million euros, thanks mainly to 

a new sponsorship deal with Hewlett 
Packard.

FC Barcelona was the second-high-

est earner in Spain, but saw income 
drop from 800.1 million euros in 2022-
23 to 760.3 million euros last season, 

mainly due to the club playing in the 
smaller capacity Lluis Companys 
Olympic Stadium at Montjuic as the 
Camp Nou undergoes refurbishment.

Atletico Madrid is third in the rank-
ings for Spain (12th overall), with in-
come of 409.5 million euros.

The study shows that although Real 
Madrid creates more income than any-
one else, the Premier League is the 
dominant competition with nine clubs 
in the top-20 earners and 14 in the top-
30.

Manchester City is the second-high-
est earner with 837.8 million euros. 
Despite on-fi eld problems, Manchester 
United was fourth overall with earn-
ings of 770.6 million euros, with Ar-
senal seventh on 716.5 million euros 
and Liverpool a place behind on 714.7 
million.
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Real Madrid’s Vinicius Junior scores his side’s 5th goal during the Cham-
pions League opening phase soccer match between Real Madrid and FC 

Salzburg at the Santiago Bernabeu stadium in Madrid. (AP)

Kuwait Club defeats Burgan in 
the Arab Clubs Championship

Al-Arabi, Al-Sulaibikhat
secure key victories

China drawn with host Saudi Arabia

By Khaled Al-Enezi
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

DOHA, Jan 23: Kuwait Club se-
cured a 3-1 victory over Burgan 
in the placement matches for 9th 
to 12th positions at the 43rd Arab 
Clubs Championship held in Doha, 
Qatar.

In another match within the same 
stage, Bahrain’s Dar Kulaib edged 
past the UAE’s Bani Yas with a 3-2 
win.

Meanwhile, in the 13th to 15th 
placement round, Al-Hilal of Libya 
dominated Gaza of Palestine with a 
3-0 victory.

In the quarter-fi nals, Egypt’s Al-
Ahly and Zamalek both cruised to 
3-0 wins over Al-Salam of Oman 
and Al-Jazira of the UAE, respec-
tively. Additionally, Al-Seeb of 
Oman triumphed over the host team, 
Qatar, in a thrilling 3-2 battle, while 
Qatar’s Al-Shorta overcame Libya’s 

Al-Suwaihli 3-1.
The semi-fi nals are set for today, 

with Al-Shorta of Qatar facing Za-
malek, and Al-Ahly of Egypt taking 
on Al-Seeb of Oman.

By Khaled Al-Enezi
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 23: The Al-
Arabi basketball team dominated 
Tadamoon with a 92-50 victory at 
the Federation Hall in Sheikh Saad 
Al-Abdullah Complex during the 
eighth round of the preliminary 
stage. In the same round, Al-Sulai-
bikhat secured a commanding 93-55 
win against Yarmouk.

With this result, Al-Arabi’s tally 
rose to 9 points from 6 matches, 
while Al-Sulaibikhat improved to 
10 points from 7 games. Meanwhile, 
Tadamoon and Yarmouk remain at 6 
points each, suffering 6 consecutive 
defeats.

According to the tournament 
rules, the top four teams from the 
preliminary round will advance 
to the semi-fi nals, which follow a 
“best-of-three” playoff format. The 
fi rst team to win two matches will 
progress to the fi nal.

Kuwait Club, Qadsia, and Kazma 
have all but secured their spots in the 

semi-fi nals. Al-Nasr, with 10 points 
from 6 matches, is the frontrunner 
for the fi nal qualifi cation slot, fac-
ing competition from Al-Arabi, Al-
Qurain, and Al-Sulaibikhat. How-
ever, Al-Nasr holds a key advantage, 
having defeated its direct competi-
tors, putting it in a strong position to 
join the top three teams in the next 
round.

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 23, (Xin-
hua): China has been drawn into 
Group A of AFC U17 Asian Cup 
2025 along with the host Saudi Ara-
bia, following the offi cial draw here 
on Thursday.

The campaign will be held on 
April 3-20, and the 16 teams, di-
vided into four groups, will not only 
be bidding for the trophy but also 
for the eight spots at the FIFA U-17 
World Cup Qatar 2025, the fi rst edi-
tion of the newly expanded 48-team 
annual tournament.

The Group A also includes Uz-
bekistan and Thailand, while Saudi 
Arabia is seeking its third title.

Kenichi Uemura, the head coach 

of China noted he has no strong feel-
ings about the draw. “Every team is 
strong, so every game will be a tough 
test,” he said.

The 50-year-old Japanese dis-
closed that the players are on good 
fi tness conditions, and that the team 
will soon make specifi c plans for 
every opponent and diversify the 
tactic setup.

Following is the full draw: 
Group A: Saudi Arabia, Uzbeki-

stan, Thailand, China 
Group B: Japan, Australia, Viet-

nam, United Arab Emirates Group 
C: South Korea, Yemen, Afghani-
stan, Indonesia Group D: Iran, 
Tajikistan, Oman, DPR Korea

Kuwait Club and Burgan players in 
action.

Tadamoon player attempts to take 
the ball from Al Arabi player.

Best of the Rest

Muani joins Juventus: Juventus bolstered its attack by signing France for-
ward Randal Kolo Muani on loan from Paris Saint-Germain until the end of the 
season on Thursday.

Juventus is in fi fth place in Serie A and is unbeaten. However, Thiago Mot-
ta’s side has failed to fi nish teams off and drawn 13 of 21 games so far.

Kolo Muani became PSG’s third-most expensive signing when he joined 
from German club Eintracht Frankfurt for 95 million euros (then $101 million) 
at the beginning of last season.  But he has failed to settle at the club and coach 
Luis Enrique used him sparingly this season.  (AP)
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