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KAC eyes vital role to boost tourism
KUWAIT CITY, Sept 23, (KUNA): 
The national carrier Kuwait Airways 
has an important role in promoting 
tourism within the country, which is 
embarking on a plan to bolster tourism 
in the near future, Minister of Informa-
tion and Culture Abdulrahman Al-Mu-

tairi said on Monday.
This affirmation came during the 

meeting between Al-Mutairi -- also 
Minister of State for Youth Affairs -- 
and Kuwait Airways chairman Abdul-
mohsen Al-Fagaan.

270 LIVES LOST TO AIRSTRIKES IN LEBANON’S DARKEST DAY

Kuwait flags risks to int’l peace
Israeli aggression war of extermination: Lebanese PM

NEW YORK/MAR-
JAYOUN, Lebanon, 
Sept 23, (Agencies): 
Representative of His 
Highness the Amir 
Sheikh Mishal Al-Ah-
mad Al-Jaber Al-Sa-
bah, His Highness the 
Crown Prince Sheikh 
Sabah Khaled Al-Ha-
mad Al-Sabah deliv-
ered Kuwait’s speech 
to the Summit of the 
Future at the UN HQ in 
New York on Sunday.

He conveyed to the confer-
ees the regards of His High-
ness the Amir, and congratu-
lated the President of the 79th 
Session of the UN General 
Assembly and UN Secretary 
General on the outcomes of 
the high-level meeting.

The Summit of the Future 
Outcome Document, endorsed 
a few hours ago, will deepen 
cooperation to address the chal-
lenges and loopholes in the 
governance and renew commit-
ment to launching a multilateral 
system that could keep abreast 
with the new developments, His 
Highness said.

His Highness the Crown 
Prince appreciated the UN Sec-
retary General’s call in 2021 for 
convening the Summit of the Fu-
ture and laying the groundwork 
for a more effective international 
cooperation.

“We have seen the mounting 
challenges facing the developing 
and least-developed countries, 
including the trans-border chal-
lenges related to development and 
the accelerating climate change.

“These challenges highlight 
the need of effective application 
of the principle of fair geographi-
cal representation at the UN and 
doing away with discrimination 
and politicization,” His Highness 
the Crown Prince stressed.

His Highness the Crown 
Prince shared the Secretary-Gen-
eral’s view that it was impossible 
to build a future for our grand-
children through a system built 
for our ancestors.

“We are required to take care 
of the future of young genera-
tion and work for introducing 
substantive changes to the world 
economic governance system, 
including the financial safety net-
works and the international cus-
toms cooperation; overhauling 
the multinational development 
banks; and addressing the sov-
ereign debt problem,” he argued.

Regarding the second chapter of 
the Pact for the Future on “Inter-
national Peace and Security”, His 
Highness the Crown Prince called 
on all state parties to recommit 
themselves to the principles of in-
ternational peace and security, and 
the provisions of the international 
laws and conventions, deal with 
each other on equal terms, and do 
away with double standards.

“The ongoing genocide in Pal-
estine, which claimed more than 
41,000 lives so far, mainly women 
and children, is a stark reminder 
of the inability of the UN Security 
Council to halt the aggression.

Continued on Page 5

Kill rumors with timely 
& correct information

Kuwaiti youth prey

MoI wages war against 
drug traffickers, addicts

By Najeh Bilal
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Sept 23: In a coordinated effort to 
safeguard Kuwait’s youth from the clutches of drug 
addiction, experts say the Ministry of Interior has 
waged successful campaigns against the drug traffick-
ing mafia. 

Specialists in psychology and addiction treatment 
stress the Interior Ministry is determined to wipe out 
drug peddling operations and the rate of addiction, 
particularly among teenagers and students.

Dr. Ghanima Karam, an addiction treatment con-
sultant, highlighted that the recent security operations 
have led to critical reductions in addiction rates. 

She praised the Ministry’s ability to track and in-
tercept illegal substances, whether smuggled through 
land, sea, or air, and pointed to their crackdown on 
local drug cultivation and liquor factories.

However, experts stressed on the need for continu-
ous cooperation among government agencies to fully 
eradicate the problem. 

They called for stronger efforts by the Ministry 
of Education and the media in the area of spreading 
awareness about the dangers of drugs, particularly 
among school students. 

Psychologist Dr. Ahmed Salama stated that drugs 
are one of the most dangerous forms of fourth-genera-
tion warfare, aimed at destroying youth and society by 
negatively impacting both mental and physical health, 
particularly the nervous system. 

Continued on Page 5

THE fight against corruption is a long and chal-
lenging journey. There’s no doubt that the corrupt 
will go to great lengths to protect themselves. 

They even have the audacity to accuse those 
who challenge them, especially senior officials, of 
being incompetent. 

Their clever tactics of self-defense are well-
calculated. However, decision-makers should 
remain unfazed by these attempts, designed to 
provoke the public and spread propaganda.

… Yet tomorrow is another day.

Zahed Matar

Opinion

By Ahmed Al-Jarallah
Editor-in-Chief, the Arab Times

EVERY state ministry and institution has a 
public relations department that is responsible 
for engaging with the public and promoting 
the institution. All state offices, including the 
presidency and government, are required to 
have an official spokesperson.

However, it seems the current Council of 
Ministers aims to change this long-standing 

practice by designat-
ing “KUNA” or one 
of its staff members as 
the official government 
spokesperson.

This implies that the 
public relations de-
partments within the 
ministries, along with 
the Ministry of Infor-
mation and its massive 
number of employees, 

have nothing to do oth-
er than checking in and 

out of work, playing with their cell phones 
until the end of their shift, without any real 
accountability.

As a result, it seems we have reverted to the 
“you scratch my back, I scratch yours” men-
tality that has brought about many disasters 
for the nation.

In contrast to the “wasta” mentality, coun-
tries that prioritize their legal systems assign 
tasks to experts and specialists.

An official spokesperson should be well-
versed in all aspects of their institution where 
they work, and surround themselves with a 
select group of highly qualified individuals 
who are capable of addressing challenging 
questions with grace.

Every foreign ministry worldwide has a 
spokesperson who can communicate with the 
media and conduct daily press conferences.

No ministry should evade questions from 
the public, even if those questions are based 
on hearsay. In our nation, inquiries are often 
not redirected to the courts, as there are always 
those willing to challenge the status quo.

Email: ahmed@aljarallah.com

Follow me on:

ahmedaljarallah@gmail.com
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Al-Jarallah

KUNA photo
Representative of His Highness the Amir, His Highness the Crown Prince delivers the State of Kuwait’s speech at the Future Summit at the 

United Nations Headquarters.

Bloc working to expand global ties: Al-Budaiwi

Gulf FMs meeting aims to synchronize efforts
NEW YORK, Sept 23, (KUNA): Kuwaiti For-
eign Minister Abdullah Al-Yahya participated in 
the coordination meeting of the GCC countries’ 
foreign ministers, which took place Monday on 
the sidelines of the high-level 79th session of the 
United Nations General Assembly in New York 
City.

During the meeting, frameworks for enhancing 
cooperation and joint coordination between the 
Council countries were discussed to prepare for 
the ministerial meetings, which will be held with 
a number of international foreign ministers on the 
sidelines of the UN General Assembly meetings. 

Gulf Cooperation Council Secretary General, Jas-
sim Al-Budaiwi, stated that the coordination meet-
ing between Gulf Foreign Ministers aims to syn-
chronize efforts on regional and international issues.

The General Secretariat, in a statement, men-
tioned that the meeting was held on sidelines of 
UNGA 79th session at the Qatari permanent del-
egation to UN headquarters in New York.

Al-Budaiwi added that meeting included ex-
changing perspectives on strategic relations and 
dialogue between member states and global co-
alitions and discussed regional and international 
developments.

Continued on Page 5

Sahel adds services for
domestic driver licenses

‘No taxes’ on salaries or 
goods, ministry clarifies
KUWAIT CITY, Sept 23, (KUNA): The 
Ministry of Finance firmly denied on Mon-
day the accuracy of social media claims 
regarding the introduction of various taxes 
on salaries, goods, tickets, and non-essential 
services.

In a statement on its official X account, 
the ministry dismissed rumors about a 
2.5% direct income tax on salaries and a 
1% value-added tax (VAT) on essential 
goods, excluding food supplies, as “un-
true.” It also refuted claims of a 2% VAT 
on travel tickets, non-essential goods, 
and entertainment services, labeling them 
“completely false.”

The ministry clarified that its initiatives 
to enhance tax awareness in schools are part 
of a cultural program under the Tax Media 
Department, which has been in place since 
2005 in collaboration with the Ministry of 
Education. This program aims to promote 
tax and financial literacy among middle and 
secondary school students.

Regarding the organizational structure of 
the Ministry’s tax administration that circu-
lated online, the ministry confirmed it aligns 
with Administrative Resolution No. 404 of 
2003 and applies tax laws consistently to 
both foreign and Kuwaiti companies subject 
to those regulations.

KUWAIT CITY: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Mishal 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah sent a cable of congratu-
lations Monday to Sri Lanka’s newly elected president 
Anura Kumara Dissanayake.

In the cable, His Highness the Amir wished the presi-
dent all success and further progress and prosperity for Sri 
Lanka and its people. 

Similarly, His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Sa-
bah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah also sent a congratu-
latory cable, extending his wishes for success and further 
development for the nation.

Additionally, His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh 
Ahmad Abdullah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah sent a congratu-
latory message to President Dissanayake on the same day. 
(KUNA)

– See Also Page 7
RIYADH: The Secretary-General of the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC), Jassem Al-Budaiwi, extended his heart-
felt congratulations and best wishes to King Salman bin 
Abdulaziz Al-Saud and to the Crown Prince and Prime 
Minister of Saudi Arabia, Prince Mohammad bin Sal-
man Al-Saud on the occasion of the 94th National Day 
of the Kingdom.

In a statement Monday, Al-Budaiwi expressed that this 
occasion holds a special, cherished and signifi cant place in 
the hearts of the noble Saudi people and the member states 
of the GCC. (KUNA)
  ❑      ❑      ❑

DAMASCUS: Syrian President Bashar al-Assad ap-
proved the formation of a new government on Monday, 
reshuffl ing 14 ministers, the presidential offi ce said in a 
statement. (Xinhua)

Creative, enthusiastic: UN rep

Youth role in tackling climate change hailed
KUWAIT CITY, Sept 23, (KUNA): UN Secretary-
General Representative and Resident Coordinator 
in Kuwait, Ghada Al-Taher, emphasized that youth 
are the leaders of both the present and future, with 
their passion, creativity, and enthusiasm driving the 
climate movement locally and globally.

Al-Taher made the remarks during a local youth 
forum organized by the Kuwait Climate Organiza-
tion at the UN building on Sunday.

She highlighted that the conference, the first of 
its kind, marks an important milestone, reflecting 
the vision, determination, and strength of Kuwait’s 
youth initiatives.

Additionally, Al-Taher noted that Kuwait’s youth 
climate organization leads efforts in raising climate 
awareness, with UN support.

These forums are expected to gain YONGO rec-
ognition under the UNFCCC, she added.

Kuwait Climate Organization Director General 
Maryam Al-Saad, told KUNA that showcasing 
youth’s role in climate action through dialogue, 
research, seminars, and international cooperation 
is crucial, as they are vital partners in society and 
development.

Continued on Page 5

KUWAIT CITY, Sept 23, (Agencies): The 
Ministry of Interior announced on Monday 
the possibility of adding the driving license 
service for domestic workers (driver profes-
sion) through the unified government applica-
tion for electronic services -- Sahel.

In a press statement, the Public Relations 
and Security Media General Department at 
the ministry revealed this will allow the user 
to complete driving license procedures by 
logging onto the Sahel application by clicking 
the services page, then the Ministry of Inte-
rior, followed by traffic services and driving 

Kuwait lauds Saudi diplomacy, says
key player in global peace, stability
RIYADH, Sept 23, (KUNA): Kuwait was proudly 
joining the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in celebrat-
ing the Kingdom’s 94th National Day, underscor-
ing the deep-rooted his-
torical ties between the two 
countries.

In honor of the occasion, 
Mohammad Al-Harbi, 
Specialist in Strategic and 
Political Studies, spoke to 
KUNA and highlighted the 
significance of this mile-
stone, and praise Saudi 
Arabia’s diplomacy.

He described the King-
dom as a key player in 
global peace and stability 
efforts and noted Saudi Arabia’s role as a hub for 
major international events, such as the 2034 FIFA 
World Cup, Riyadh Expo 2030, and the 2027 

AFC Asian Cup.
On his part, the Political analyst Mubarak Al-

Aati highlighted the role of Saudi Arabia’s leader-
ship under King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al-Saud 
and Crown Prince Mohammad bin Salman, stat-
ing that the Kingdom has solidified its economic 
and political influence, both regionally and glob-
ally.

He stressed that Saudi Arabia became a lead-
ing force in resolving regional and international 
conflicts, playing a pivotal role in organizing sum-
mits and negotiations aimed at maintaining global 
peace.

Al-Aati attributed the Kingdom’s influence 
to its wise leadership, their clear vision, and 
commitment to international law, all of which 
have strengthened its standing in the global 
community.

Sheikh Sabah Nasser

KUNA photo
Minister of Information and Culture Abdulrahman Al-Mutairi in talks with Ku-

wait Airways chairman Abdulmohsen Al-Fagaan. 

Continued on Page 5
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Fajr  ........ 04:17
Sunrise ..  05:37
Zohr .......  11:41

Asr .......... 15:07
Maghrib .. 17:44
Isha  ........ 19:01

 Prayer Timings
Expected weather for next 24 hrs:

By Day: Hot with light to mod-
erate northwesterly wind to light 
variable wind, with speeds of 10-
30 km/h.

By Night: Rather hot and rela-
tively humid over coastal areas 

with light to moderate northwest-
erly wind, with speeds of 10-38 
km/h.

Station Max Exp Min Rec
Kuwait City 43 28
Kuwait Airport 44 27
Abdaly 45 25

Bubyan 39 24
Jahra 45 29
Failaka Island 39 25
Salmiyah 35 32
Ahmadi 40 24
Jal Aliyah 44 28
Nuwaisib 41 28

Weather 

BIOMETRIC/FINGERPRINT APPOINTMENT: https://meta.e.gov.kw/En/

HH the Amir’s representative meets with
several leaders on sidelines of UN summit
KUWAIT CITY, Sept 23, (KUNA): 
Representative of His Highness the 
Amir Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah, His Highness the 
Crown Prince Sheikh Sabah Khaled 
Al-Hamad Al-Sabah met with Iraqi 
Prime Minister Mohammad Al-Su-
dani, on sidelines of Summit of the 
Future at UN Headquarters in New 
York.

His Highness the Crown Prince 
and Al-Sudani discussed ways of 
cementing bilateral relations, as well 
as regional and international devel-
opments.

The meeting was attended by Ku-
wait Foreign Minister Abdullah Ali 
Al-Yahya, Foreign Affairs Under-
secretary at the Crown Prince Diwan 
Mazen Al-Essa and Kuwait Perma-
nent Representative to the UN Tareq 
Al-Bannai. 

India
Representative of His Highness 

the Amir Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad, 
His Highness the Crown Prince 
Sheikh Sabah Khaled met with In-
dian Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
at the Indian delegation residence in 
New York.

His Highness the Crown Prince 
and Modi discussed ways of 
strengthening bilateral relations, as 
well as regional and international 
developments.

Nepal
Representative of His Highness 

the Amir Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad, 
His Highness the Crown Prince 
Sheikh Sabah Khaled received 
Prime Minister of Nepal KP Sharma 
Oli at the State of Kuwait’s Mission 
to the UN in New York.

The two leaders discussed means 
of boosting bilateral relations for the 
best interest of the two countries and 
their people, as well as regional and 
international developments.

Greece
Representative of His Highness 

the Amir Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad, 
His Highness the Crown Prince 
Sheikh Sabah Khaled received 
Greek Prime Minister Kyriakos Mit-
sotakis at the State of Kuwait’s Mis-
sion to the UN in New York.

His Highness the Crown Prince 
and Mitsotakis discussed ways of 
strengthening bilateral relations, as 
well as regional and international 
developments.

Bahamas
Representative of His Highness 

the Amir Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad, 
His Highness the Crown Prince 
Sheikh Sabah Khaled received Pres-
ident of the Commonwealth of the 
Bahamas Philip Davis at the State of 
Kuwait’s Mission to the UN in New 
York.

The two leaders discussed means 
of boosting bilateral relations for the 
best interest of the two countries and 
their people, as well as regional and 
international developments.

Kenya
Representative of His Highness 

the Amir Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad, 
His Highness the Crown Prince 
Sheikh Sabah Khaled met with 
President of Kenya William Ruto on 
sidelines of Summit of the Future at 
UN Headquarters in New York.

His Highness the Crown Prince 
conveyed best regards of His High-
ness the Amir to Ruto.

The two leaders discussed bilat-
eral cooperation and ways of further 
promoting them for the best interest 
of the two countries and their people, 
as well as regional and international 
developments.

Ghana
Representative of His Highness 

the Amir Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad, 
His Highness the Crown Prince 
Sheikh Sabah Khaled met with 
President of Ghana Nana Akufo-
Addo, on sidelines of Summit of the 
Future at UN Headquarters in New 
York.

His Highness the Crown Prince 
conveyed greetings of His Highness 
the Amir to the President of Ghana, 
and the two sides discussed ways of 
boosting bilateral relations, as well 
as regional and international devel-
opments.

Swiss Confederation
Representative of His Highness 

the Amir Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad, 
His Highness the Crown Prince 
Sheikh Sabah Khaled met with Pres-
ident of the Swiss Confederation 
Viola Amherd on sidelines of the 
Summit of the Future at UN Head-

Iraqi PM Muhammad Al-Sudani

Indian PM Narendra Modi

Greek PM Kyriakos Mitsotakis 

Crown Prince Diwan photos
Ghanaian President Nana Akufo-Addo

Kuwait, Cairo reach deal on
recruiting Egyptian workers

Kuwaiti-Egyptian council to discuss investments

KUWAIT CITY, Sept 
23: The Egyptian Ambas-
sador to Kuwait Osama 
Shaltout says, “An agree-
ment has been reached 
with the Kuwaiti side to 
study the recruitment of 
workers. This will take 
place after Kuwait com-
pletes its assessment of 
the labor market and 
demographic structure, 
which is expected to be 
fi nalized soon. Following 
this, opportunities for 
workers will be expand-
ed, leading to greater 
cooperation in new and 
modern fi elds”, reports 
Al-Jarida daily. 

During a press conference, 
the ambassador was asked 
questions regarding the re-
cent meeting between the 
Kuwaiti delegation and the 
Egyptian Minister of Labor. 
He responded by saying, “We 
have agreed on implementing 
a work platform for recruiting 
Egyptian workers to Kuwait. 
This platform has an electron-
ic interface with several Arab 
and Gulf countries. It contains 
comprehensive data about the 
Egyptian applicants. This plat-
form is safe, and it provides all 
necessary information about 
Egyptian workers who are 
seeking employment abroad, 
including their qualifi cations 
and work experience. It allows 
potential employers (sponsors) 
to conduct personal interviews 
with candidates to assess them 
directly.”

Ambassador revealed that a 
meeting will be held on Wednes-
day for the Kuwaiti-Egyptian Co-
operation Council to discuss all 
developments related to invest-
ment in Egypt, adding that the 
Egyptian President Abdel Fat-
tah El-Sisi assured the Foreign 
Minister Abdullah Al-Yahya of 
efforts to “resolve all obstacles 
facing Kuwaiti investments”.

The Egyptian ambassador re-
vealed that, “Egypt offers mul-
tiple visa options ranging from 
three to fi ve years, and the invest-
ment law provides holders with 
long-term residency in Egypt.”

Regarding the visa process for 
stateless (Bedoun) individuals 
entering Egypt, especially fol-
lowing the decision to withdraw 
passports, Ambassador Shaltout 
indicated that Egypt exempts 
students holding Article 17 pass-
ports and patients seeking treat-
ment in Egypt from the visa re-
quirement, in coordination with 
the Kuwaiti authorities and in ac-
cordance with relevant laws and 
regulations.”

He highlighted that major 
strategic investment projects in 
Egypt will receive golden li-
censes in less than a week after 
the submission of the application 
and the feasibility study.

Al-Seyassah photo
Kuwait Dental Association board members meeting the minister.

KDA board puts up demands to minister

Applied Colleges Faculty members 
present key issues to HH the Amir
KUWAIT CITY, Sept 23: Members of the 
Association of Applied Colleges Faculty 
announced that it has delivered a letter to 
His Highness the Amir Sheikh Mishaal Al-
Ahmad during a meeting with Minister Dr 
Nader Al-Jallal, reports Al-Seyassah daily. 

The meeting focused on several key is-
sues, particularly the Applied University 
project, with a detailed presentation given 
to inform the minister about the project’s 
history and its signifi cance as a national 
priority.

The association emphasized the im-
portance of approving the new overtime 
system, which was approved by the 
Board of Directors of the Applied Uni-
versity in September 2023, and request-
ed the minister’s support in pushing this 
initiative forward during meetings with 
the Civil Service Council.

The meeting also addressed topics re-
lated to preserving the rights and benefi ts 
of faculty members, as guaranteed by law 
under the leadership of His Highness the 
Amir. 

The association expressed gratitude 
to Minister Al-Jalal for his dedication to 
improving the academic system and his 
focus on advancing the Public Authority 
for Applied Education and Training, rec-
ognized as the largest educational institu-
tion in the country.

Meanwhile, the head of the Kuwait 
Dental Association (KDA), Dr. Mu-

hammad Dashti, announced that the as-
sociation’s board of directors met with 
the Minister of Health, Dr Ahmed Al-
Awadhi, to discuss several key issues 
related to the dental profession, reports 
Al-Seyassah daily.

Dr. Dashti mentioned the meeting fo-
cused on improving working conditions 
for dentists and covered important topics 
such as the evening work mechanism at 
certain centers to Afi a card holders, and 
the fi nancial allowance for overtime, 
which is set to increase.

The meeting also addressed the request 
to reduce or stop deductions from den-
tists’ salaries if they work in the private 
sector, as long as they fulfi ll all required 
duties and working hours. 

Additionally, they discussed proposals 
to allow general practitioners to work in 
the private sector once they achieve the title 
of Senior General Practitioner (B), and for 
Master’s degree holders once they attain the 
title of Senior General Practitioner (A). 

There were also discussions about re-
ducing the licensing period for dentists to 
two years instead of six and adding the 
title of “assistant doctor” to support the 
private sector.

Further proposals included working 
with relevant authorities to allow expe-
rienced nationalities, such as lab techni-
cians and nurses, to contribute to the sec-
tor, thereby raising its overall standards.

Reasons for Brotherhood’s 
pain over the ‘dissolution’

By Ahmed alsarraf

A senior fi gure from the Muslim 
Brotherhood described the gov-

ernment’s decision to dissolve and 
halt all activities related to the Na-
tional Union of Students -- an organi-
zation that was originally illegal -- as 
a more devastating blow than the dis-
solution of the National Assembly. 

This admis-
sion not only re-
fl ects the depth 
of their pain but 
also underscores 
the magnitude 
of their loss, 
especially with 
regard to the 
“Future Broth-
erhood” incuba-
tor that had op-
erated for over 
half a century. 

Interestingly, the Brotherhood did 
not express regret over the dissolu-
tion of the National Assembly, but 
they were deeply affected by the dis-
solution of the Student Union. Many 
of their leaders condemned the deci-
sion because the union was a training 
ground for their future cadres. It’s no 
surprise that they lamented its disso-
lution, ignoring the fact that the un-
ion’s status had always been illegal, 
even after 60 years of existence. 

Their refusal to legalize the union 
was a deliberate choice, knowing 
that obtaining a license would mean 
subjecting the union to oversight, re-
quiring transparency over its records, 
sources of funding, and expenditures. 
The lack of a license allowed them to 
handle millions without scrutiny or 
accountability for decades.

One of the Brotherhood’s sympa-
thizers claimed that our campaign 
against the union was driven by hid-
den agendas. I challenge these accus-
ers to produce the union’s license, 
which they claim exists, and to iden-
tify any parties supposedly behind me 
or my agenda. I was the fi rst to expose 
the union’s violations decades ago.

Crying over the dissolution of the 
union in the name oaf defending un-
ion work, freedom of expression, and 

democracy is pointless when the en-
tity in question was illegitimate from 
the start. What is built on falsehood is 
inherently false. 

The National Union of Students 
never represented genuine union 
work or served as a platform for free 
expression. Instead, the issue was far 
deeper, involving the control and ex-
ploitation of the union by a religious-
political movement, using it to infi l-
trate the minds of young people. 

For years, we’ve wondered why 
the union, especially in the last dec-
ade, never sought to obtain a legal li-
cense, despite the fact that it enjoyed 
support from lawmakers, ministers, 
and infl uential fi gures. The answer 
is obvious: doing so would not have 
served the Brotherhood’s interests.

The National Union of Kuwaiti 
Students was never the democratic 
institution that some “Brotherhood 
writers” portray it as. Instead, it was a 
destructive force, particularly within 
its Kuwaiti branch, dedicated to nur-
turing Brotherhood supporters. 

Anyone who claims the union 
was an offi cial entity recognized by 
law is lying. The fi nancial support 
it received from offi cial bodies and 
its representation on the university 
council were results of political pres-
sure, not a refl ection of its legality. 

This manipulation, driven by the 
Brotherhood, misled other offi cial bod-
ies into believing it was legitimate. But, 
much like Israel’s spy Eli Cohen, whose 
high-ranking position and state benefi ts 
couldn’t save him when exposed, the 
union’s status remained illegal despite 
the benefi ts and support it received.

*         *         *
I mentioned to a senior offi cial, as an 

example of the Muslim Brotherhood’s 
deep infi ltration into state institutions, 
that I believe the military apparatus 
is the least affected by their infl uence 
compared to other sectors of the state. 

The primary reason for this is that 
the vast majority of military person-
nel did not attend university, which 
limited the Brotherhood’s ability to 
reach them and exert infl uence.

❑         ❑         ❑

e-mail: a.alsarraf@alqabas.com.kw

Other Voices

alsarraf

Info’s requests for 
changing job titles
suspended by CSC
KUWAIT CITY, Sept 23: The 
Civil Service Commission (CSC) 
has suspended the requests of 
the Ministry of Information to 
change the job titles of Assistant 
Director and Junior Media Pro-
gram Producer as of August 27, 
reports Al-Seyassah daily..

According to informed sourc-
es, this decision aims to better 
organize the fi lling of these posi-
tions and manage the number of 
employees in those roles.

CSC recently noticed a surge in 
requests from the Ministry of In-
formation to change the job titles 
of employees in these two posi-
tions, prompting inquiries about 
the reasons behind these changes.

CSC has requested a clear defi -
nition of the “quorum” standard 
in the media departments and the 
radio and television sector so that 
each department assesses its re-
quirements separately for the titles 
“Assistant Director” and “Junior 
Media Program Producer”.

It also asked for information on 
the number of programs broadcast-
ed on each channel and the actual 
need of employees in these roles 
for each program. Justifi cations 
for the requests to change job titles 
must also be provided, especially 
considering the current number of 
employees in those positions.

In addition, the Administrative 
Affairs Sector of the ministry has 
reached out to the television sec-
tor for responses to these inquiries 
and the necessary justifi cations 
for the proposed title changes.

quarters in New York.
His Highness the Crown Prince 

conveyed greetings of His Highness 
the Amir to Amherd.

The two leaders discussed bilat-
eral cooperation and ways of further 
promoting them, as well as regional 
and international developments.

IOC
Representative of His Highness 

the Amir Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad, 
His Highness the Crown Prince 
Sheikh Sabah Khaled met with Pres-
ident of the International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) Thomas Bach, on 
sidelines of Summit of the Future at 

UN Headquarters in New York.
The two sides discussed bilateral 

cooperation, supporting and devel-
oping the IOC in a way that would 
benefi t athletes in the State of Ku-
wait.

All the above meetings were at-
tended by Kuwait Foreign Minister 
Abdullah Ali Al-Yahya, Director 
General of Kuwait Direct Invest-
ment Promotion Authority (KDIPA) 
Sheikh Dr. Mishal Jaber Al-Ahmad 
Al-Sabah, Foreign Affairs Under-
secretary at the Crown Prince Diwan 
Mazen Al-Essa and Kuwait Perma-
nent Representative to the UN Tareq 
Al-Bannai.

MoSA’s automated system to monitor charities’ expenses
KUWAIT CITY, Sept 23: The Ministry of Social Affairs, 
through its relevant department, recently launched an auto-
mated system for monitoring the expenses of charitable as-
sociations and foundations on a daily basis, reports Al-Jarida 
daily.

According to informed sources, this system tracks all 
data and information related to the fi nancial activities of the 
registered charity organizations, including the amounts they 
intend to spend on internal or external projects, even if it is 
just KD 1. Approval is required before any disbursement is 
made.

There is extensive coordination between the Ministry of 

Social Affairs and local banks, which will not authorize the 
disbursement of any funds from the accounts of charities 
and societies without the ministry’s approval. This measure 
is aimed to ensure tight control over these funds and moni-
tor their movements closely, keeping them under the state’s 
oversight.

In parallel with the launch of the daily monitoring system, 
the ministry will implement immediate automated approvals 
for transactions by entities seeking to disburse funds. This 
process is designed to ensure that transactions are completed 
without any delays or disruptions, provided they comply 
with all control measures and requirements.
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A DIGEST OF PUBLIC OPINION

diwaniya
‘Cultivating integrity at work ...
 A refl ection on trust & betrayal’
“IN RESPONSE to inquiries about em-
ployees who neglect their duties or fail 
to advise others, Imam Ibn Baz, may 
God have mercy on him, stated: ‘You 
have heard that a key aspect of faith 
is fulfi lling and safeguarding trusts, 
as God Almighty commands: ‘Indeed, 
God commands you to render trusts to 
those to whom they are due’,” column-
ist Dr. Turki Al-Azmi wrote for Al-Rai 
daily.

“Trustworthiness is among the great-
est traits of faith, while betrayal is a 
hallmark of hypocrisy. ‘And those 
who are attentive 
to their trusts and 
their covenants.’ 

“Therefore, it is 
the duty of every 
employee to up-
hold this trust with 
honesty, sincerity, 
and diligence, en-
suring their con-
science is clear, 
their earnings are 
legitimate, and 
they please their 
Lord. This is how 
they serve their country, the company 
they work for, or any entity they are 
part of’.

“Refl ecting on this insight from 
Imam Ibn Baz encourages us to assess 
our decisions, commitments, and the 
integrity of employees, particularly our 
offi cials and advisors.

“As the years go by, some of us learn 
and share, while others may fi nd guid-
ance from God along the right path, 
even when it diverges from convention-
al wisdom. So, what is our responsibil-
ity regarding the trust placed upon us?

“It is essential to provide counsel to 
maintain a clear conscience. It is nei-
ther logical nor acceptable for someone 
with valuable experience and knowl-
edge to witness errors and refrain from 
offering advice, even if the prevailing 
culture is dominated by self-serving 
individuals with no real impact, evi-
denced by unresolved issues persisting 
for decades.

“Every person, according to their 
expertise and knowledge, has a duty to 
fulfi ll the trust related to their role or 
state institutions.

“It is regrettable that we often learn 
about critical decisions, especially 
regarding end-of-service bonuses – 
which have led to numerous resigna-
tions among experts – living standards, 
and job security through social media.

“Let those who are wise and knowl-
edgeable make their mark without be-
ing swayed by critics, hypocrites, or 
superfi cial thinkers.

“We are confronted with a new, for-
eign culture unfamiliar to the pioneers 
of the renaissance that our country ex-
perienced in the seventies. Where are 
the statesmen who stand for truth and 
fulfi ll their responsibilities?

“The real danger lies with those 
who act without insight. Insight, as 
explained in interpretations, is “a light 
that God casts into the heart, distin-
guishing between truth and falsehood, 
good and evil, virtue and vice.”

“We hope for a sincere approach in 
our lives as workers, offi cials, consult-
ants, and writers, so that our advice is 
refl ected in our words and actions. We 
must be cautious and not be swayed by 
any activist on social media, regardless 
of their notoriety. May Allah be our 
source of guidance.”

Also:
“Love, compassion, peace, tolerance, 

forbearance, selfl essness, and other ab-
solute concepts do not lend themselves 
to tangible evaluation. They are shaped 
by various circumstances and consid-
erations but remain noble values that 
humanity has sought to understand and 
embody since the dawn of creation,” 
columnist Suad Fahd Al-Moajel wrote 
for Al-Qabas daily.

“In a widely shared clip, a young 
English woman, holding a megaphone, 
urged demonstrators to stand against the 
violence that erupted in Britain against 
Muslims last month. She praised their 
commitment to opposing all forms of 
violence, emphasizing that what they 
defend today is hope against hatred and 
the elevation of love over betrayal.

“The slogan ‘Love instead of hate’ 
has been a rallying cry for many protest 
and liberation movements. One of the 
most famous instances was during the 
Vietnam War, which inspired the phrase 
‘Make love, not war’.

“This mantra signifi cantly infl uenced 
the culture of an entire generation, af-
fecting music, arts, literature, and even 
lifestyles and relationships. Following 
the war in Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
which lasted from 1992 to 1995, edu-
cational bodies from both sides came 
together, agreeing that school curricula 
should not include materials that would 
perpetuate the hatred spawned by the 
confl ict.

“Austrian psychologist Sigmund 
Freud posited that hatred is rooted di-
rectly in aggressive instincts, coining 
the term “syndrome of the sexual and 
aggressive instincts.” This idea reso-

nated with Einstein, who concluded 
that the human psyche has an innate 
urge towards hatred, destruction, and 
aggression.

“Thus, based on the views of these 
scholars and our own observations of 
human experiences with hatred, it can 
be argued that while completely eradi-
cating hatred may be challenging, it is 
not impossible. Historical instances 
support this notion. 

“Leaders like Mahatma Gandhi re-
sisted oppression through peaceful civil 
disobedience, striving to mend the re-
ligious and national divides in India, 
ultimately expelling the British with-
out fi ring a shot. Similarly, fi gures like 
Malcolm X, Nelson Mandela, Martin 
Luther King Jr., and the Dalai Lama ex-
emplifi ed this resistance.

“Greek mythology suggests that the 
universe did not emerge from order but 
began in chaos, with scattered particles 
colliding and separating, akin to hatred 
that divides rather than unites. Over 
time, these particles began to draw 
closer to one another in love and em-
brace, giving birth to the cosmos.

“In recent decades, as the frequency 
of wars has escalated, humanity has 
attempted to combat hate speech -- in-
tensifi ed by the rise of the internet and 
virtual connections between nations 
--through speeches, laws, and initia-
tives. 

“Efforts to contain hatred, recog-
nized as a primary source of confl ict, 
have been undertaken by the United 
Nations and various national legisla-
tion, along with online appeals. Yet, ha-
tred persists, perhaps because the scales 
of justice remain tipped and unstable.

“The challenge lies in the absence 
of a unifi ed defi nition of hatred, leav-
ing hate speech undefi ned and open to 
interpretation. Each country formulates 
its own understanding, enacting laws 
that regulate it. 

“Some nations view freedom of ex-
pression as incitement to hatred, while 
others see public protests against their 
conditions in the same light. More 
extreme states, such as the Israeli en-
tity, consider resistance to reclaim lost 
rights as incitement and hate speech.”

❑    ❑    ❑

“First and foremost, we want to 
clarify that the content of this article is 
just a conclusion and an important note 
for those closely following the events. 
It is not confi rmed news or an offi cial 
statement from a responsible source, or 
publication of misinformation, as it can 
carry serious consequences”, columnist 
Talal Al-Saeed wrote for Al-Seyassah 
daily.

“As per the note, the country is un-
dergoing a thorough cleansing process 
to eliminate corruption, forgery, and 
tampering of fi les. Therefore, do not 
expect anything until the fi ngerprint 
deadline concludes, as the issue of 
clearing nationalities is being handled 
by all state agencies in accordance with 
higher directives.

“What is happening now is a thor-
ough internal reorganization aimed at 
preserving our national identity. Cur-
rently, we are witnessing a complete 
reassessment of national identity and 
the overall population structure, which 
has become essential for maintaining 
the balance needed for the public good.

“In addition, there is an increased fo-
cus on tracking down those who steal 
public funds, with referrals to the rel-
evant authorities at their peak. Each 
morning brings reports of new dis-
coveries related to encroachments on 
public funds. Efforts to deal with these 
issues are ongoing.

“The important thing is that the re-
form train has left the station, moving 
forward with strength and confi dence. 
It will not stop until it reaches its fi nal 
destination - a clean Kuwait, the jewel 
in the crown of the Gulf.

“Upon closer examination, we see 
that the cases currently under study, 
scrutiny, and investigation are rife with 
corruption. Every name uncovered of-
ten leads to many other names, some of 
which may be shocking. It makes the 
task far more complex than many might 
think.

“Moreover, it is not a quick process; 
it requires the combined efforts of all 
state agencies, and cooperation from 
citizens with evidence or information 
that can aid in the purifi cation process. 
This endeavor will take at least a full 
year, if not longer, for the vision to be-
come clear. The issues at hand are much 
larger than they appear, so we must be 
patient and wait for the results.

“Every citizen has the right to de-
mand their rights, express their needs, 
and seek improvements in their living 
conditions. This right is guaranteed by 
the constitution. However, those calling 
for increases, allowances, and favora-
ble loans should wait until the truth be-
comes clear and the good is separated 
from the bad. Only then will the state 
take the initiative to improve the living 
conditions of its citizens.”

— Compiled by PFX Fernandes
and Mahmoud Ateyieh

Dr Al-Azmi

Detention of ex-MP’s son, 2 others
extended in ‘terror’ fi nancing case

Court jails traffi c offi cer to 3 months for insulting judge

By Jaber Al-Hamoud
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff and Agen-

cies

KUWAIT CITY, Sept 23: The 
Criminal Court has decided to con-
tinue the detention of the son of a 
former MP and two citizens who 
are accused of fi nancing ISIS, plan-
ning terrorist acts, and promoting 
“takfi ri” doctrine. It ordered the 
session to be adjourned until the 
beginning of next month to sum-
mon the incident offi cer.

In a related context, the same court denied 
the release of a female university graduate 
charged in a State Security case.

During the court session, she denied the charg-
es of inciting the overthrow of the regime and in-
sulting His Highness the Amir via the X platform, 
asserting that an expatriate outside the country 
wrote the articles for her and published them un-
der threat.

❑    ❑    ❑

Traffi c offi cer gets 3 months jail: The Mis-
demeanor Court, presided over by Judge Ab-
dulrahman Al-Hareji, has sentenced a traffic 
officer to three-month imprisonment, which is 
suspended for three years, and a financial guar-
antee for good conduct. This ruling stems from 
charges of insulting and disrespecting a judge 
during a verbal altercation at a checkpoint in 
Jahra Governorate.

The court’s decision was based on Article 134, 
which stipulates that anyone who insults or as-
saults members of the judiciary may face impris-
onment for up to three months and/or a fi ne not 
exceeding KD 300. 

❑    ❑    ❑

Oct 7 vote buying case: The Court of Appeals 
has refused to suspend the two-year prison sen-
tence issued against Saadoun Hammad and others 
for buying votes during the 2024 National Assem-
bly elections. A session has been scheduled for 
October 7 to further consider the case.

Earlier, the Criminal Court had sentenced for-
mer MP Saadoun Hammad and others to two-
years imprisonment with hard labor for their 
involvement in vote buying in the Third Constitu-
ency of the National Assembly elections.

During the court session, the defendants denied 
the charges, reiterating their previous statements 
to the Public Prosecution that they did not engage 
in any efforts to buy votes in the Third Constitu-
ency. 

❑    ❑    ❑

MoH probes death of patient: The Ministry of 
Health announced that an investigation is under-
way regarding the death of a citizen in a hospital, 
following reports circulating on social media, re-
ports Al-Seyassah daily.

According to the ministry, the patient, who was 
suffering from a chronic disease, was initially be-
ing treated in one hospital. It was recommended 

Appeals acquits high school  student of joining terror group

Rescue Police Dept handles 1,599 reports and 
records 5,671 violations in eight days: statistics

By Jaber Al-Hamoud
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff and Agen-

cies

KUWAIT CITY, Sept 23: The Juvenile Court of 
Appeals has overturned the fi ve-year prison sen-
tence issued against a Kuwaiti high school student 
for joining ISIS and attempting to blow up the 
Quds Mosque in Mubarak Al-Kabeer. Instead, he 
was ordered to be placed in a care home for six 
months.

According to the case fi le, the student had 
joined ISIS, promoted takfi ri doctrine, and called 

on others to join via social media. He also learned 
to make explosives and attempted to carry out an 
attack on the Quds Mosque as well as expressed 
disdain for Shiites in Kuwait.

The indictment report revealed that the Public 
Prosecution had charged him with publicly chal-
lenging the rights and authority of His Highness 
the Amir.

❑    ❑    ❑

5,671 traffi c violations cited:  The Rescue 
Police Department recorded 5,671 traffi c viola-
tions and dealt with 1,599 reports over an eight-
day period, reports Al-Rai daily.

According to the department’s statistics for the 
period from September 14 to 21, 35 individuals in 
possession of suspected narcotics were referred to 
the Drug Control General Department, 219 want-
ed individuals were arrested on various charges, 
41 suspected persons were detained for being in 
a disoriented state and in possession of alcohol, 
and 77 individuals were apprehended for lacking 
identifi cation documents. 

The department also seized 120 wanted vehi-
cles, settled nine disputes, provided humanitarian 
assistance to 397 cases, and impounded eight ve-
hicles.

MoI photo
Captain Al-Faqan during his meeting with undersecretary of MoD.

Al-Faqan discusses with Defense 
Ministry goals vital for both sides

that he be transferred to a specialized hospital 
equipped with better resources to manage his 
case; however, the family reportedly rejected the 
recommendation.

Despite this, the medical team and nursing staff 
continued to provide the necessary care in accord-
ance with the patient’s condition. 

After the patient was reported missing from his 
hospital room by his companion, the authorities 
were immediately alerted. 

A joint search and investigation team was 
formed, and the patient was eventually found 
dead. The Ministry of Health confi rmed that an 
offi cial investigation is ongoing to determine the 
circumstances surrounding the incident.

❑    ❑    ❑

Marijuana found on man: A security inspection 

campaign carried out by the Capital security forc-
es in Sulaibikhat led to the arrest of an expatriate 
for the possession of marijuana, reports Al-Anba 
daily.

During the campaign, the securitymen got sus-
picious after noticing the bewildered demeanor of 
the expatriate when they asked him to present his 
civil identifi cation card.  

This prompted them to search him thoroughly 
until they found a bag of marijuana in his posses-
sion.  He was referred to the Drug Control General 
Department at the Interior Ministry for interroga-
tion and other legal measures.

A security source said the expatriate will 
most likely be deported and banned from enter-
ing the country once proven that he is selling 
drugs.

KUWAIT CITY, Sept 23: Kuwait Airways 
Chairman, Captain Abdul Mohsen Salem Al-
Faqan, held discussions with the Undersec-
retary of the Ministry of Defense, Sheikh Dr. 
Abdullah Mishal Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah, during 
a visit to the ministry’s headquarters, reports 
Al-Seyassah daily.

The meeting focused on strengthening rela-
tions between Kuwait Airways and the Minis-
try of Defense, particularly within the aviation 
sector, in alignment with the strategic goals of 
both parties.

The discussions centered on enhancing joint 
cooperation and building stronger ties to ben-
efi t both Kuwait Airways and the Ministry of 
Defense.  The collaboration is seen as a key 
step toward promoting the nation’s interests 
and ensuring its prosperity.

Captain Al-Faqan expressed his gratitude to 
Sheikh Dr. Abdullah Mishal Al-Sabah for his 
dedicated efforts in fulfi lling his national duty 
and wished for continued success in maintain-
ing the security and safety of Kuwait, its citi-
zens, and all residents.

Two citizens and 2 expats
hurt in separate accidents
KUWAIT CITY, Sept 23: A two-vehicle collision in Block 
Two, Ahmadi – behind the Ahmadi Fire Station – resulted in 
injuries and damages to the vehicles and a lamppost, reports 
Al-Anba daily.

Initial investigations revealed the two vehicles were driven 
by citizens, one of whom is suffering from an unusual condi-
tion and was confi ned at Adan Hospital to determine the actual 
cause of his condition. 

A case of damaging State property was registered at Ahmadi 
Police Station, classifi ed as misdemeanor numbered 81/2024.

Also, two vehicles collided and one of them overturned on 
Salmi Road, causing minor injuries to two expatriates who 
were driving the vehicles, reports Al-Anba daily.

A security source disclosed that passersby reported the ac-
cident to the Operations Unit at the Interior Ministry. Security 
patrols and medical emergency workers were dispatched to the 
location.

Municipality photo
The Public Relations Department of Kuwait Municipal-
ity has announced the results of recent inspection cam-
paigns conducted by the General Cleanliness and Road 
Occupancy Department of the Ahmadi Governorate 
branch, reports Al-Seyassah daily. The campaigns led to 
the issuance of 120 construction violations and the re-
moval of 74 abandoned and scrap vehicles, which were 
subsequently transferred to the municipality’s garage 
where impounded vehicles are towed. The municipality 
also placed 325 warning stickers on the vehicles and got 

25 formal pledges signed by the concerned parties.

Cassation Court’s role in legal unifi cation highlighted
By Jaber Al-Hamoud

Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Sept 23: President of the 
Court of Cassation, Justice Adel Bouresli, 
has affi rmed that the primary mission of 
the Cassation Court is to ensure the correct 
application of the law, and to establish and 
unify the legal principles that courts at vari-
ous levels follow.

Addressing the judges during the General 
Assembly of the court on Sunday, Bouresli 
stated: “Through your valuable efforts, you 
have participated in establishing these prin-
ciples.”  

He also expressed hope for intensifi ed ef-
forts in using modern means and technolo-
gies, and support for the digital litigation 
system to develop it and make it successful 
in order to keep pace with the rapid techni-
cal development in the judicial fi eld to fully 
benefi t from it.

He added: “Justice is the foundation of 
the kingdom and the hope of the nation. 
It is the impregnable fortress and the safe 
shield for both the ruler and the ruled. It 
is the lifeline for defending freedoms and 
the refuge for anyone who wants to obtain 
his right or to lift the injustice that has 
befallen him. 
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Al-Huwailah pushes for new law 
to safeguard cooperative sector

MoSA focuses on Kuwaitization and accountability

KUWAIT CITY, Sept 23: 
Minister of Social Affairs, 
Family, and Childhood 
Affairs Dr. Amthal Al-Hu-
wailah affi rmed that the 
ministry is currently re-
viewing a new law for coop-
erative sector, which aims 
to eliminate many loop-
holes to safeguard public 
funds and protect share-
holders’ rights, reports Al-
Qabas daily.

In a press statement, Dr. Al-
Huwailah said the study will cover 
several important aspects, includ-
ing the Kuwaitization of coopera-
tive societies, attracting citizens to 
cooperative work, and evaluating 
elections within cooperatives.

She stressed the keenness to adopt 
mechanisms that promote and de-
velop cooperative work with govern-
ment support, enhance services for 
shareholders, and create modern de-
velopment plans, and upgrade the co-
operative systems to align with global 
developments.

Dr. Al-Huwailah indicated that 
data will be collected for digital trans-
formation and the electronic inven-
tory of cooperative societies in order 

to achieve transparency, facilitate the 
tracking of goods, and prevent tam-
pering.

Meanwhile, Dr. Al-Huwailah an-
nounced the activation of the law 
requiring public benefi t societies and 
charitable foundations to disclose 
their fi nancial data. This law will 
mandate these organizations to pub-
lish audited fi nancial information, 
which will be accessible for viewing 
on the ministry’s website.

She affi rmed that the cooperative 
movement is a priority for the politi-

cal leadership and 
that the Ministry 
of Social Affairs 
is committed to 
sponsoring and 
developing it.

Al-Huwailah 
highlighted that 
this commitment 
aims to foster ef-
fective participa-
tion of coopera-
tive societies in 

the national economy by enhancing 
the legislative and regulatory envi-
ronment, as well as improving fi nan-
cial, administrative systems, and mar-
keting policies.

She noted that the Kuwaiti co-
operative movement is pioneering, 
having emerged from the community 
as a natural refl ection of the coopera-
tive spirit of past generations, add-
ing, “These cooperative ideas have 
evolved into what we see today.”

Five ongoing plans:
1. Developing the cooperative sec-

tor
2. Promoting the Kuwaitization of 

cooperative societies
3. Preserving public funds
4. Protecting shareholders’ rights
5. Updating cooperative societies’ 

systems

Abdullah Al-Salem University accepts fi rst 
batch of 40 students for Master’s programs
KUWAIT CITY, Sept 23: Abdullah Al-
Salem University has announced the fi rst 
batch of 40 students has been accepted into 
its Master’s programs for the academic year 
2024/2025, reports Al-Seyassah daily.

The students were accepted into four key 
programs -- Energy Systems Engineering, 
Finance, Risk Management and Financial 
Technology, Data Science and Artifi cial In-
telligence, and Cybersecurity.

Dr. Moudi Al-Hamoud, Chairperson of 
the University’s Founding Board of Direc-
tors, explained that the selection process 
was based on the students’ overall average, 
followed by personal interviews to assess 
their readiness for the programs and their 
potential to contribute to research or teach-
ing activities at the university.

Al-Hamoud emphasized the university’s 
commitment to supporting postgraduate 
studies and scientifi c research, prioritizing 
Kuwaiti students and providing resources to 
help them complete their research projects. 

The university will also offer grants to 
students involved in teaching or research 
activities.

Accepted students will be contacted via 
email to complete their admission proce-
dures, with the fi nal registration deadline 
set for 2:00 pm next Tuesday. 

Al-Hamoud also mentioned that the 
university will soon announce the start of 
applications for the next academic year’s 
graduate studies programs (2025/2026).

Photo by Rizk Tawfi q
Name of the National Union of Kuwaiti 
Students removed from the facade of 
the building designated for the union at 

the university’s Khaldiya campus.

Environmental issues to be reviewed

Council to address warehouse 
scarcity, food truck challenges

By Inaas Awadh
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Sept 23: The Le-
gal and Financial Committee of 
the Municipal Council will hold its 
third meeting of its third term on 
Wednesday, chaired by Fahad Al-
Abduljader.

The agenda of the meeting in-
cludes sev-
eral important 
items, such as:

■ Two re-
quests submit-
ted by mem-
bers Saud 
A l - K a n d a r i , 
Fahad Al-Ab-
duljader, Dr. 
Hassan Ka-
mal, and Vice 
Chairman of the Municipal Coun-
cil Khaled Al-Mutairi, as well as 
member Ismail Behbehani.

The fi rst request addresses the 
need for suffi cient storage land to 
meet the rising demand for ware-
houses and the increased ware-
house prices due to its scarcity for 
all activities.

The second request pertains to 
licensing basements designated for 
storage in investment buildings, 
with the necessary conditions.

■ A request submitted by mem-
bers Saud Al-Kandari, Fahad 
Al-Abduljader, Hassan Kamal, 
Ismail Behbehani, and Farah Al-
Roumi regarding the challenges 
faced by mobile food trucks and 
their lack of organization, as well 
as their impact on residential ar-
eas.

■ The letter submitted by the 
children of the late Sheikh Salem 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah re-
questing that a main street in Ku-
wait be named in his honor.

■ A proposal from a Kuwaiti 
citizen regarding the numbering of 
investment buildings

■ A complaint submitted by Al-
Salaam International Regulatory 
Company.

■ A letter from the Kuwait 
Teachers Society concerning park-
ing spaces allocated for teachers at 
schools.

■ A proposal to increase regis-
tration fees in the bidders’ registry 
and to reassess the fees for selling 
auction documents and company 
qualifi cation brochures.

In a related context, the Envi-
ronmental Affairs Committee of 
the Municipal Council will hold 
its meeting on Thursday, chaired 
by Alia Al-Farsi, to discuss eight 
items on its agenda. They in-
clude:

■ A letter from the Green Wall 
of Kuwait Association regarding 
potential cooperation with the Mu-
nicipal Council.

■ The executive body’s response 
to member Sherifa Al-Shalfan’s 
proposal for preserving the clean-
liness of the marine environment.

■ A proposal from a Kuwaiti 
woman about helping residents, 
reducing burdens, and promoting 
recycling.

■ A proposal submitted by 
members Fahad Al-Abdul Jader, 
Farah Al-Roumi, Abdullah Al-
Enezi, Ismail Bahbahni, and 
Nasser Al-Jadaan regarding the 
underground placement of gar-
bage containers.

■ The minutes of the commit-
tee’s fi rst workshop of the second 
term held in September 2023

■ A proposal from the commit-
tee’s chair Alia Al-Farsi concern-
ing the removal of bulky residen-
tial waste.

■ A proposal submitted by 
members Alia Al-Farsi, Munira 
Al-Amir, Sherifa Al-Shalfan, and 
Farah Al-Roumi regarding the al-
location of specifi c areas for wind-
breaks in Kuwait based on an inte-
grated plan.

Al-Abduljader
Al-Seyassah photo

Farwaniya Governor poses for a photo with Municipality offi cials.

Farwaniya Gov engages municipal 
offi cials to enhance public service
KUWAIT CITY, Sept 23: The Far-
waniya Governor Sheikh Athbi Al-
Athbi held a meeting with key mu-
nicipal leaders, including Eng. Nawaf 
Al-Kandari, Deputy Director General 
of the Municipality Sector for Far-
waniya and Mubarak Al-Kabeer Gov-
ernorates; Eng. Mohammed Al-Jabaa, 
Director of the General Cleaning and 
Road Occupations Department; and 
Eng. Mohammed Al-Jalawi, Member 
of Central Operations at the governo-
rate’s offi ce, reports Al-Seyassah daily.

The Governor welcomed the of-
fi cials and commended the Kuwait 
Municipality’s efforts to improve 
the area’s infrastructure, particularly 
within Farwaniya Municipality.  He 
emphasized the necessity of ongoing 
collaboration to enhance municipal 
services for the community. During the 
discussions, Sheikh Athbi highlighted 
the signifi cance of addressing local is-
sues and challenges faced by the gov-
ernorate, as well as exploring effective 
solutions to improve service delivery.

PAAET adjusting seats for student specializations
KUWAIT CITY, Sept 23: Dean of Admission and Registra-
tion at the Public Authority for Applied Education and Train-
ing (PAAET) Dr. Fawzi Al-Dokhi said the administration of 
the authority assigned his offi ce to review the number of 
seats in each course to accommodate the students who want 
to change their fi elds of specialization; while maintaining 
the specifi ed quota for each specialization, reports Al-Anba 
daily. 

Al-Dokhi disclosed that after the review, a decision was 
issued to increase the seats in certain specializations based 
on the manpower needs of the labor market and the capacity 
of the departments with the approval of the administrations 
of the concerned colleges.

He advised the students, who applied for a change in spe-
cialization, to log into their personal accounts on the website of 
PAAET to know the specializations in which they were accepted.

Dr. Al-Huwailah

KUNA photo
Part of the aid distribution.

KRCS distributes aid in northern Sudan
Kuwait Red Crescent Society (KRCS) 
team distributed humanitarian aid to 
people affected by the fl ood in Alabedi-
ah, northern Sudan.

Head of KRCS team Abdulrahman 
Al-Saleh said to KUNA that the team 
reached the town of Alabediah, 600 
kilometers from Port Sudan, which wit-
nessed fl oods that destroyed almost 
700 house and damaged the infrastruc-
ture.

He added that they directly distrib-
uted relief and food aid to families in 

need, noting the team is studying the 
situation to distribute what is necessary 
in the next step of Kuwait’s air bridge.

Al-Saleh praised the efforts of Su-
danese people and offi cial bodies that 
helped KRCS in reaching the affected 
areas, and thanked Sudan’s Red Cres-
cent Society as well as Kuwait’s ambas-
sador to Sudan Dr Fahad Al-Dhaferi.

He also affi rmed that KRCS contin-
ues to provide support and aid to the 
Sudanese people to overcome this 
fl ood crisis. (KUNA)

KU removes ‘Student Union’ 
name from designated bldg
KUWAIT CITY, Sept 23: Kuwait Univer-
sity has offi cially removed the name of 
the National Union of Kuwaiti Students 
from the facade of the building designated 
for the union at the university’s Khaldiya 
campus, reports Al-Seyassah daily.

This decision follows the Council of 
Public Universities recent approval to 
suspend and halt all electoral activities 
across higher education institutions, in-
cluding universities and colleges both 
inside and outside Kuwait.

The move refl ects a signifi cant shift 
in student representation and electoral 
processes within the country’s educa-
tional system.

The decision has sparked a debate 
as it affects not only local institutions but 
also Kuwaiti students studying abroad.

PAFN closely monitors school cafeterias
KUWAIT CITY, Sept 23: Director General 
of the Public Authority for Food and Nutri-
tion (PAFN) Dr. Reem Al-Fulaij affi rmed the 
authority ensures that the school cafeterias 
serve healthy products to the students, reports 
Al-Anba daily.

In a statement to the daily, Al-Fulaij empha-
sized that the authority is closely monitoring 
products sold in school cafeterias and allows 
the sale of such products only if the supplier 
meets all conditions. She stated: “The role of 
the authority in school cafeterias is pivotal.  We 
formed a committee tasked to monitor school 
cafeterias and the products they offer; espe-

cially the food items, in coordination with the 
ministries of Health and Education.  

Companies usually submit an application 
to supply products for school cafeterias to the 
Ministry of Education.  Based on the agree-
ments between PAFN and the ministry, the 
latter sends a request to the authority, then its 
Community Nutrition Sector will analyze the 
food and other products, which will be sold 
in school cafeterias.  

The product evaluators include nutrition-
ists whose role is to promote preventive nu-
trition for children, mothers and society as a 
whole. 



LOCAL
ARAB TIMES, TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 2024

5

Youth role

Sahel adds

KAC eyes

Kuwait lauds

Gulf FMs

MoI wages

Kill rumors

Kuwait fl ags

Continued from Page 1

Continued from Page 1

Continued from Page 1

Continued from Page 1

Continued from Page 1

Continued from Page 1

Continued from Page 1

Continued from Page 1

For her part, Public Authority for 
Youth spokesperson Asrar Al-Ansa-
ri stated that the Authority’s partici-
pation refl ects its belief in the crucial 
role of youth in addressing climate 
challenges and sustainable develop-
ment. 

Al-Ansari emphasized the piv-
otal role of youth in tackling climate 
change and their creative contribu-
tions at all levels.

license services, where he specifi es his 
name and the type of service required.

The Public Institution for Social 
Security (PIFSS) has announced that 
the Supreme Council of the Gulf Co-
operation Council (GCC) has agreed 
to mandate that each GCC country 
extend insurance protection to its 
citizens employed in other GCC na-
tions, reports Al-Seyassah daily.

This commitment was signed dur-
ing the Council’s twenty-fi fth session.

The organization shared key in-
surance terms related to this ini-
tiative through its account on the X 
platform, highlighting aspects such 
as civil retirement agencies, the gov-
erning system, the host country and 
the employer.

Meanwhile, the Communications 
and Information Technology Regu-
latory Authority (CITRA) has stated 
that service providers must cease a 
customer’s subscription to a free ser-
vice once the designated period ends, 
reports Al-Seyassah daily.

The authority emphasized that 
converting a free subscription into 
a paid contract is prohibited without 
the subscriber’s explicit consent.

In a statement by the Airways, Al-
Fagaan commended the cooperation 
and support from the Ministry of 
Information, which provided assis-
tance to Kuwait Airways within the 
country and abroad.

He indicated that the meeting with 
Minister Al-Mutairi touched on co-
operation between the Ministry and 
Kuwait Airways in upcoming events 
namely the 26th Gulf Cup in Kuwait 
next December and also Kuwait’s par-
ticipation in the upcoming Expo 2025 
Osaka from April 13 until October 13.

He also indicated that discus-
sions focused on promoting the (51 
Kuwait) application and featuring it 
infl ight on Kuwait Airways.

Al-Fagaan added that the two 
sides agreed on forming a team to 
establish a mechanism for future 
projects.

Economist Fahad Bin Juma 
pointed to Saudi Arabia’s economic 
achievements, stating that under 
the King and the Crown Prince, the 
Kingdom has reached signifi cant 
milestones by its 94th National Day.

He noted that Saudi Arabia boasts 
the largest economy in the Middle 
East and holds the second-largest 
oil reserves globally, making it the 
world’s leading oil exporter, and 
highlighted the impact of Vision 
2030, launched in 2016, which has 
transformed Saudi Arabia’s economy 
by reducing its dependency on oil.

He added that the Kingdom has 
achieved 87 percent of Vision 2030’s 
targets, as announced by the Minister 
of Investment, and that Saudi Ara-
bia’s credit rating has been upgraded 
to ‘A’ with a stable outlook.

Saudi Arabia’s 2030 Vision’s success 
was evident in several areas, including 
the tourism sector, which reached 100 
million visitors ahead of schedule, with 
a new goal set at 150 million.

Non-oil revenues have also grown 
signifi cantly, now accounting for 
52 percent of the Kingdom’s GDP, 
also, Saudi Arabia has attracted bil-
lions in foreign investments, further 
strengthening its economy.

Economist Ahmed Al-Salem em-
phasized Saudi Arabia’s global eco-
nomic signifi cance, noting that the 
Kingdom is a key member of the 
G20, a group of the world’s largest 
economies.

He remarked that, while the King-
dom holds vast oil reserves, it is now 
recognized for its diversifi ed econo-
my and its status as a top destination 
for global investment.

Al-Salem praised the Kingdom’s 
resilience in navigating the chal-
lenges of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
demonstrating strong economic fl ex-
ibility at a time when many countries 
continue to grapple with its impacts.

As Saudi Arabia celebrates its Na-
tional Day, the strong ties between 
Kuwait and the Kingdom continue 
to fl ourish, driven by mutual respect, 
shared goals, and a commitment to 
regional stability and prosperity. 

Kuwait’s ambassador to Saudi 
Arabia Sheikh Sabah Nasser Sabah 
Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah congratulated 
on Monday Saudi Arabia on their 
National Day, wishing them further 
progress and prosperity.

In a statement to KUNA, he con-
gratulated the Saudi King Salman 
Bin Abdulaziz Al-Saud, the Crown 
Prince and Prime Minister Moham-
mad Bin Salman and the Saudi peo-
ple on this special occasion.

He added that Saudi Arabia and 
Kuwait hold a strong historical 

Gulf bloc countries play a vi-
tal role in UN, as the latter became 
largely reliant on gulf efforts and 
initiatives, stated Al-Budaiwi adding 
that this makes gulf countries a main 
partner for cooperation and strategic 
partnerships.

Member states are working con-
tinuously to expand international 
relations, achieve common interests 
and guarantee international peace 
and security, he affi rmed.

Chairing the meeting was Qatari 
Prime Minister and Minister of For-
eign Affairs Mohammad bin Abdul-
rahman Al-Thani. 

Kuwait’s Foreign Minister Ab-
dullah Al-Yahya took part in 19th 
ministerial dinner on peace in the 
Middle East, hosted jointly by Qa-
tari Premier and Foreign Minister 
Mohammad Al-Thani, Chief of In-
ternational Peace Institute (IPI) Zeid 
Al-Hussien and Vice-President of 
the European Commission and High 
Representative of the European Un-
ion for Foreign Affairs and Security 
Policy Josep Borrell.

The dinner, convened at IPI’s 
headquarters on the sidelines of 
United Nations 79th General As-
sembly in New York, handled a 
slew of issues and challenges facing 
the Middle East, at the forefront of 
which is the Palestinian issue and 
current developments in Gaza Strip.

The Foreign Ministers exchanged 
visions and ideas on mechanisms 
of addressing such challenges, dis-
cussed related international move-
ments, and ways of instilling peace 
and security in the region.

He pointed out the severe psy-
chological disorders that drugs can 
cause, including anxiety, stress, 
depression, hallucinations, suicidal 
thoughts, and a loss of motivation 
to achieve anything positive. Drug 
addiction warps the addict’s view of 
life into one of pessimism and can 
lead to conditions like schizophre-
nia, delusions, and paranoia.

Experts also emphasized the cru-
cial role of parents in this battle, 
urging them to guide their children, 
instill Islamic values, and stay alert 
to any changes in their behavior. 

Lawyer Adhbi Al-Tahnoon em-
phasized that the Ministry of Inte-
rior is making signifi cant efforts in 
tracking down the sources of drugs. 
Investigations with drug dealers and 
users are focused on identifying the 
major kingpins who lead the trade in 
narcotics.

Al-Tahnoon noted that the Ku-
waiti judiciary takes a very strict 
stance in drug-related cases. Only 
the innocent escape punishment, 
while those convicted face severe 
penalties, ranging from imprison-
ment to execution or life sentences, 
which serve as a deterrent to all.

With ongoing efforts and in-
creased vigilance, these specialists 
believe that Kuwait can safeguard its 
youth from falling prey to addiction.

The Ministry of Education is call-
ing for increased attention to the role 
of psychological and social special-
ists in schools to combat the rising 
issue of addiction among students. 

The offi cials emphasized the need 
for more intensive training programs 
for specialists to equip them with the 
skills to manage and address the be-
haviors of young addicts. 

These specialists are also tasked 
with guiding families on how to deal 
with their children at home, as recent 
years have seen a troubling increase 
in addiction rates among younger 
students, including those in middle 
school.

The Ministry highlighted the im-
portance of early intervention, not-
ing that children and teenagers are 
particularly vulnerable to dangerous 
behaviors during these critical devel-
opmental stages. They also stressed 
the signifi cant responsibility of par-
ents in instilling values and morals 
in their children to help prevent ad-
diction and other harmful behaviors.

In addition to schools and fami-
lies, the Ministry pointed out the 
vital role of mosques, places of wor-
ship, the media, and civil society 
institutions in spreading awareness 
and promoting preventive measures 
against the scourge of drugs. By 
working together, they believe Ku-
wait can shield its youth from falling 
prey to addiction.

He added that the Ministry of In-
terior, under the leadership of First 
Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of 
Defense, and Minister of Interior 
Sheikh Fahad Al-Yousef, has placed 
great emphasis on combating all 
forms of drugs through large, suc-
cessive campaigns. 

These operations have resulted 
in the seizure of large quantities of 
narcotics and the arrest of numerous 
drug dealers and traffi ckers of psy-
chotropic substances that have be-
come more prevalent in recent times.

In its review, the Al-Seyassah 
newspaper monitored the drug sei-
zures and anti-narcotics operations 
carried out by the Ministry of Inte-

Over the past two months, social 
media has become a major source of 
hearsay regarding various issues and 
decisions, leading to public anxiety. 
This was quite evident when rumors 
began to spread about the end-of-ser-
vice benefi ts for employees nearing 
retirement.

Due to the concerned authority’s 
delayed response in providing clari-
fi cation, a signifi cant number of in-
dividuals opted for early retirement, 
resulting in negative consequences 
for many.

Weeks later, a hesitantly released 
clarifi cation failed to satisfy the staff, 
instead only deepening their confu-
sion and allowing the rumor to per-
sist.

Furthermore, the malfunction in 
the Ministry of Health’s “system” 
went unreported, with no offi cial 
from this sensitive ministry step-
ping forward to explain what had 
occurred, making it seem as if the in-
cident took place in another country. 
The full extent of the harm suffered 
by citizens remained unknown.

The same confusion surrounded 
the Kuwait-Iraq match during the 
World Cup qualifi ers. Speculation 
began to rise regarding the Kuwait 
Football Association, creating an 
impression that accountability was 
being addressed, yet the matter re-
mained unresolved.

On the contrary, the ministers 
seem preoccupied with investigat-
ing dubious accounts, most of which 
originate from outside Kuwait and 
are nearly impossible to shut down.

To counter rumors, a counterat-
tack through the timely dissemina-
tion of accurate information is neces-
sary. If a rumor turns out to be true, 
it is important to address and correct 
the situation swiftly.

Unfortunately, the current Council 
of Ministers appears to be adopting 
the same strategy as its predecessor, 
resulting in zero effort in this area.

This refl ects a form of corrup-
tion that we were hopeful that we 
had started eliminating through a 
precise reform process, which is by 
activating the role of public relations 
departments in all state institutions, 
appointing offi cial spokespersons, 
and refraining from outsourcing the 
communication aspect to third par-
ties whose goals may not align with 
those of the ministers and the Coun-
cil of Ministers.

rior over the past three months. 
For instance, on the fi rst day of 

June, Hawally Security Directo-
rate arrested a person in possession 
of suspected drugs, psychotropic 
substances, a fi rearm, and drug 
paraphernalia, with pending arrest 
warrants. On the same day, another 
individual with similar charges was 
arrested with suspected narcotics.

On June 4, six individuals, includ-
ing fi ve citizens and one woman, 
were apprehended. Two of them 
were employees of the General Ad-
ministration of Customs, and they 
were found in possession of nearly 
one million capsules of the drug 
Lyrica.

The recent anti-drug operations in 
Kuwait highlight the growing efforts 
of the Ministry of Interior to combat 
drug traffi cking and smuggling. Be-
low is a summary of key seizures and 
arrests in recent months:

June 24, 2024 — Security forces 
seized mobile phones, sharp weap-
ons, and suspected narcotics from 
several inmates.

July 6, 2024 — Authorities ar-
rested 25 defendants in 14 separate 
cases, confi scating approximately 
7,250 kilograms of various narcotics.

July 18, 2024 — An attempt to 
smuggle 160 kilograms of hashish 
by sea was thwarted, leading to the 
arrest of four suspects involved in 
the traffi cking operation.

August 1, 2024 — Three indi-
viduals were arrested for running a 
psychotropic substance factory in a 
desert area. The raid yielded 90.5 kil-
ograms of various narcotics, 600,000 
psychotropic pills, 12 manufacturing 
devices, and a sensitive scale.

August 9, 2024 — Security forc-
es seized 80 kilograms of the drug 
Shabu.

August 18, 2024 — Authorities 
foiled a smuggling attempt involving 
164 kilograms of narcotics.

August 21, 2024 — 15 kilograms 
of drugs were confi scated.

August 22, 2024 —Several people 
were arrested in possession of nar-
cotics, psychotropic substances, and 
alcohol.

August 25, 2024 — A criminal 
network specializing in drug smug-
gling from a European country was 
dismantled, leading to the arrest of 
fi ve defendants.

September 3, 2024 — Security 
services seized approximately 24 kil-
ograms of various drugs, 28,500 psy-
chotropic pills, marijuana seedlings, 
six unlicensed fi rearms, ammunition, 
and a large sum of money.

September 6, 2024 — Anti-nar-
cotics offi cers thwarted a smuggling 
attempt involving 1.5 kilograms of 
pure heroin.

September 14, 2024 — A secret 
Lyrica manufacturing factory, op-
erated by a stateless person, was 
seized.

September 15, 2024 — A liquor 
factory run by two Asian nationals 
was discovered and dismantled in a 
desert area in the north of the coun-
try.

September 17, 2024 — Two in-
dividuals were arrested in posses-
sion of approximately 150,000 psy-
chotropic tablets and four fi rearms, 
along with ammunition, in a northern 
desert area.

September 18, 2024 — A stateless 
person was arrested with 12 kilo-
grams of narcotics and 30,000 psy-
chotropic capsules.

These operations demonstrate the 
increasing vigilance and success of 
Kuwaiti authorities in combating 
drug-related crimes across the coun-
try.

more inclusive, and more transparent 
UN Security Council.

“Since its independence in 1961, 
the State of Kuwait has been keen 
on promoting development in the 
developing and least developed 
countries through Kuwait Fund for 
Arab Economic Development,” he 
said, noting that KFAED offered up 
to 1,073 grants and soft loans to 105 
countries.

His Highness the Crown Prince 
added that Kuwait has made tangi-
ble successes in the implementation 
of the national development plan 
and Kuwait Vision 2035, and the re-
alization of the goals set forth in the 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Devel-
opment, including those related to 
eradication of poverty and hunger, 
and provision of quality education 
for all. 

Representative of His Highness 
the Amir Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad 
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, His Highness the 
Crown Prince Sheikh Sabah Khaled 
Al-Hamad Al-Sabah called, Sunday, 
on the international community to re-
commit themselves to the principles 
of international peace and security, 
and the provisions of the internation-
al laws and conventions, and to deal 
with each other on equal terms, and 
do away with double standards.

His Highness the Crown Prince 
made his remarks during a speech on 
the Summit of the Future at the UN 
HQ in New York.

“The ongoing genocide in Pal-
estine, which claimed more than 
41,000 lives so far, mainly women 
and children, is a stark reminder 
of the inability of the UN Security 
Council to halt the aggression.

“This is a regrettable stark exam-
ple of using double standards in the 
implementation of the international 
law, which should have no room in 
our future, otherwise the world order 
could degenerate into jungle law,” he 
cautioned.

The Israeli occupation forces did 
destroy hospitals, schools, residen-
tial areas, and refugee camps since 
the start of the aggression.

The death toll from the ongoing Is-
raeli occupation aggression on Gaza 
Strip since October 7th has risen 
to 41,431 Palestinians killed and 
95,818 wounded.

Elsewhere, Lebanese Prime Min-
ister, Najib Mikati stated on Monday 
that Lebanon was currently facing 
a war of extermination that aims to 
exterminate and destroy Lebanese 
villages and towns by the Israeli oc-
cupation, said Lebanon’s National 
News Agency (NNA).

Mikati added that the government 
was working to halt the ongoing Is-
raeli aggression and was doing eve-
rything possible to avoid further es-
calation in the region.

The Prime Minister also called on 
the UN, the UNSC, and the world 
powers to stand with justice and de-
ter the Israeli occupation’s aggres-
sion, and reaffi rmed Lebanon’s full 
commitment to UN Resolution 1701.

Mikati also pointed to the UN 
Secretary General’s warning regard-
ing the risk of southern Lebanon 
becoming “another Gaza,” stressing 
that this concern should serve as a 
wake-up call, and urged the interna-
tional community to pressure Israeli 
occupation forces into ceasing their 
attacks and complying with UN Se-
curity Council Resolution 2735.

He reaffi rmed Lebanon’s support 
for resolving the Palestinian issue 
through the two-state solution, advo-
cating for a just and comprehensive 
peace.

Israeli strikes killed more than 270 
Lebanese Monday in the deadliest 
and most intense barrage in nearly 
a year as the Israeli military warned 
residents in southern and eastern 
Lebanon to evacuate their homes 
ahead of a widening air campaign 
against Hezbollah.

Thousands of Lebanese fl ed the 
south, and the main highway out of 
the southern port city of Sidon was 
jammed with cars heading toward 
Beirut in the biggest exodus since 
the 2006 Israel-Hezbollah war. More 
than 400 other people were injured 
in the strikes.

The Israeli military announced 
that it hit some 300 targets Monday, 
saying it was going after Hezbol-
lah weapons sites. Some strikes hit 
in residential areas of towns in the 
south and the eastern Bekaa Valley. 
One strike hit a wooded area as far 
away as Byblos in central Lebanon, 
more than 80 miles from the border 
north of Beirut.

The military said it was expanding 
the airstrikes to include areas of the 
Bekaa Valley, along Lebanon’s east-
ern border. Hezbollah has long had 
an established presence in the Bekaa 
Valley, which runs along the Leba-
nese-Syrian border, and it is where the 
group was founded in 1982 with the 
help of Iran’s Revolutionary Guards.

Israeli military spokesman Rear 
Adm. Daniel Hagari said residents of 
the valley must immediately evacu-
ate areas where Hezbollah is storing 
weapons.

Meanwhile, Hezbollah said in a 
statement that it fi red dozens of rock-
ets at an Israeli military post in Gali-
lee. It also targeted for a second day 
the facilities of the Rafael defense 
fi rm, headquartered in Haifa.

As Israel carried out the attacks, 
Israeli authorities reported a series 
of air-raid sirens in northern Israel 
warning of incoming rocket fi re from 
Lebanon.

Earlier Monday, Israel issued a 
broad warning urging residents of 
southern Lebanon to evacuate from 
homes and other buildings where it 
claimed Hezbollah has stored weap-
ons.

It was the fi rst warning of its kind 
in nearly a year of steadily escalat-
ing confl ict and came after a par-
ticularly heavy exchange of fi re on 
Sunday. Hezbollah launched around 
150 rockets, missiles and drones 
into northern Israel in retaliation for 
strikes that killed a top commander 
and dozens of fi ghters.

There was no sign of an immediate 
exodus from the villages of southern 
Lebanon, and the warning left open 
the possibility that some residents 

could live in or near targeted struc-
tures without knowing that they are 
risk.

The increasing strikes and coun-
terstrikes have raised fears of an all-
out war, even as Israel is still battling 
Hamas in Gaza and trying to return 
scores of hostages taken in Hamas’ 
Oct. 7 attack. Hezbollah has vowed 
to continue its strikes in solidarity 
with the Palestinians and Hamas, a 
fellow Iran-backed militant group. 
Israel says it is committed to return-
ing calm to its northern border.

Associated Press journalists in 
southern Lebanon reported heavy 
airstrikes targeting many areas Mon-
day morning, including some far 
from the border.

Lebanon’s state-run National 
News Agency said the strikes hit a 
forested area in the central province 
of Byblos, about 130 kilometers (81 
miles) north of the Israeli-Lebanese 
border, for the fi rst time since the 
exchanges began in October. No in-
juries were reported there. Israel also 
bombed targets in the northeastern 
Baalbek and Hermel regions, where 
a shepherd was killed and two family 
members were wounded, according 
to the news agency. It said a total of 
30 people were wounded in strikes.

The Lebanese Health Ministry put 
the death toll at 270. It asked hos-
pitals in southern Lebanon and the 
eastern Bekaa valley to postpone 
surgeries that could be done later. 
The ministry said in a statement that 
its request aimed to keep hospitals 
ready to deal with people wounded 
by “Israel’s expanding aggression on 
Lebanon.”

An Israeli military offi cial said 
Israel is focused on aerial opera-
tions and has no immediate plans 
for a ground operation. The offi cial, 
speaking on condition of anonymity 
in keeping with regulations, said the 
strikes are aimed at curbing Hezbol-
lah’s ability to launch more strikes 
into Israel.

Lebanese media reported that resi-
dents received text messages urging 
them to move away from any build-
ing where Hezbollah stores arms un-
til further notice.

brotherly relation in every fi eld, 
praising the continuous support and 
role of the Kingdom with everything 
that concerns Kuwait.

Sheikh Sabah wished the two 
countries peace and stability, under 
the leaderships of His Highness the 
Amir Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah and King Salman 
Bin Abdulaziz.

“This is a regrettable stark exam-
ple of using double standards in the 
implementation of the international 
law, which should have no room in 
our future, otherwise the world order 
could degenerate into jungle law,” he 
cautioned.

On the fi fth chapter of the pact, 
“Transforming Global Governance,” 
His Highness the Crown Prince 
urged the international community to 
step up the efforts to reform the in-
ternational order in a ways that could 
refl ect the current reality and chal-
lenges, and lead to a more effective, 

KUNA chief, Chinese offi cial 
discuss media cooperation
KUWAIT CITY, Sept 23, (KUNA): 
Director General of Kuwait News 
Agency (KUNA) Dr. Fatima Al-Salem 
met on Monday with the Vice Minister 
of the International Department of the 
Communist Party of China (CPC), Li 
Mingxiang.

The meeting 
discussed ways 
to enhance media 
cooperation be-
tween Kuwait and 
China, as well 
as other media-
related issues of 
mutual interest.

During her 
meeting with 
the Chinese del-
egation at KUNA 
headquarters, attended by Chinese 
Ambassador to Kuwait Zhang Jianwei, 
Dr. Al-Salem emphasized the impor-
tance of collaboration with Chinese 
media institutions.

She highlighted the signifi cant 
role media can play in strengthening 
bilateral relations and providing an 
accurate portrayal of events and de-
velopments on both regional and inter-
national levels.

Dr. Al-Salem reaffi rmed KUNA’s 

commitment to exchanging media 
expertise and developing content that 
serves the mutual interests of both 
nations, praising the long-standing 
historical ties between KUNA and 
China’s Xinhua News Agency.

On his part, Li appreciated KUNA’s 
vital role in developing the relations 
between the two countries and govern-
ments, as well as in highlighting strate-
gic cooperation through joint projects.

He said that his visit to Kuwait aims 
to further advance bilateral relations 
and strategic communication, and pro-
mote intellectual exchange between 
the two countries, emphasizing the im-
portance of strengthening cooperation 
between KUNA and Xinhua.

The meeting also addressed several 
issues of shared interests, particularly 
the enhancement of collaboration in 
digital news and content exchange.

Both sides stressed the importance of 
developing more effective and sustaina-
ble mechanisms for future cooperation.

As part of the visit, the Chinese dele-
gation toured KUNA’s editorial depart-
ment, where they observed the work-
fl ow across its various divisions and 
news services, with a special focus on 
KUNA Smart Oasis and the use of arti-
fi cial intelligence in content production.

Zhang

MEW okays clean water for
South Abdullah Al-Mubarak

Ministry to upgrade power grid with fi ber optics

By Mohammed Ghanem
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Sept 23: 
The South Abdullah Al-
Mubarak Residents Com-
mittee announced that the 
Ministry of Electricity and 
Water has approved the 
washing and sterilization 
of the freshwater network 
in the area, marking the 
beginning of water delivery 
to residents.

The committee approached the 
Minister of Electricity and Water 
Dr. Mahmoud Boushahri to ex-
press the residents’ concerns and 
urged offi cials to expedite the pro-
vision of fresh water.

According to sources in the min-
istry, water will fi rst be delivered 
to 3,260 plots, along with the sub-

stations of the South Abdullah Al-
Mubarak project.

The Public Authority for Housing 
Welfare has reported that the actual 
occupancy rate of the South Abdul-
lah Housing Project has reached 

52.32 percent. 
However, it has 
received numer-
ous complaints 
from citizens 
regarding the 
ongoing lack 
of fresh water 
delivery to the 
plots.

Meanwhi l e , 
the sources ex-
plained that the 

ministry has completed a plan to de-
velop and modernize the electricity 
transmission network. This plan in-
cludes a project to supply, install, and 
extend underground fi ber optic cables 
comprising 48 fi bers, spanning a to-
tal length of 1,500 kilometers within 

the electricity transmission network. 
The new cables will be installed be-
tween existing main transformer sta-
tions. They will replace the traditional 
ground wire across 800 kilometers 
of high-voltage lines with an optical 
ground wire that contains 48 fi bers. In 
addition, the plan includes supplying 
and installing end cabins for the opti-
cal fi ber cables.

They noted that the project will be 
executed through multiple contracts, 
which will be offered via the Central 
Agency for Public Tenders (CAPT) 
to specialized companies interested 
in competing.

The sources said the ministry has 
included the project in its current de-
velopment plan to ensure effective 
implementation. The main goals of 
the project are to secure the demand 
for electrical energy, promote effi -
cient consumption, optimize the use 
of electrical resources, facilitate digital 
transformation, and benefi t from tech-
nological and scientifi c developments.

Dr Boushahri

Council to address urban reorganization
By Inaas Awadh

Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Sept 23: The 
Technical Committee of the Munic-
ipal Council will hold its meeting 
on Tuesday, chaired by Municipal 
Council member Munira Al-Amir, 
to discuss six items on its agenda, 
with the main topics being:
■ A request to reorganize Block 
14, which contains several plots, 
the Salihiya police station, and pub-
lic facilities in Qibla, in accordance 
with the regulations for regulatory 
blocks.
■ The executive body’s response to 
a proposal from member Abdullatif 
Al-Da’i regarding the study of rain 
fl oods before allocating new cities, 
particularly housing developments.
■ A proposal from the Chairman 
of the Municipal Council Abdullah 
Al-Mahri to add new activities to 
the Ardiya Industrial Area.

Also, the committee will discuss 
a proposal from member Sharifa 
Al-Shalfan about separating bath-
room cleaning contracts from new 
public cleaning contracts.

They will also review the execu-
tive body’s response to a proposal 
regarding the Kuwait Bicycle Park, 
submitted by members Ismail Be-
hbehani, Abdullah Al-Enezi, Alia 
Al-Farsi, and Farah Al-Roumi.
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Zelenskyy visits US plant

Scholz’s SPD wins
Brandenburg poll
POTSDAM, Germany, Sept 23, (AP): The Social 
Democrats of Chancellor Olaf Scholz won an election 
in the eastern German state of Brandenburg on Sun-
day, gaining a narrow edge over a growing far-right 
party, according to the vote count. The vote took place 
three weeks after the far right made gains in two other 
states in eastern Germany.

According to fi nal results published Sunday even-
ing by the state electoral administration, the Social 
Democrats (SPD) won 30.9% of the votes in the elec-
tion to the parliament of Brandenburg, the state that 
surrounds Berlin. The far-right Alternative for Ger-
many was a close second with 29.2%.

A new leftist movement, the Sahra Wagenknecht 
Alliance, or BSW, came in third with 13.5% while the 

center-right Christian Demo-
crats took 12.1%

The fi rst-place showing for 
the Social Democrats brought 
a reprieve to the beleaguered 
Scholz, whose three-party gov-
erning coalition has fared poor-
ly in elections so far this year.

The Social Democrats have 
governed Brandenburg con-
tinuously since German re-
unifi cation in 1990, and a loss 
there would have been a major 
setback for Scholz, who has his 

constituency in the state capital, Potsdam.
Scholz has said he would like to be the party’s can-

didate for chancellor in next fall’s federal election, 
and Sunday’s vote was also being watched for what it 
might signal about his political future.

“It’s great that we won,” Scholz said from New 
York, where he was attending a meeting at the United 
Nations, according to the German dpa news agency.

But the success of the Social Democrats in Branden-
burg - after defeats elsewhere - was largely credited 
not to Scholz, but to the efforts of the popular state 
governor, Dietmar Woidke.

He distanced himself from Scholz during the cam-
paign and took the gamble of promising to resign in 
case of a win by the far right.

 Survival
He was able to celebrate his political survival on 

Sunday night.
“It is an important victory for me, it’s an important 

victory for my party, and it’s an important victory for 
the state of Brandenburg,” Woidke said after polls 
closed.

But he also said he felt the strong showing of the 
far-right party means there is work to do.

“They (the AFD) have achieved about 30 percent, 
a lot of voters have voted for the AFD, and that’s too 
much. So we have to think about these results and we 
have to make our policies better,” Woidtke told The 
Associated Press.

The far-right party has gained support amid a grow-
ing backlash against large-scale migration to Germany 
over the past decade and recent extremist attacks. Ger-
many’s economy, once a powerhouse, has been weak-
ening, adding to a general feeling of malaise.

Sunday’s vote followed a heated election campaign 
centered on the issues of migration, internal secu-
rity and peace. Both the far right and the new leftist 
movement want to end weapons deliveries to Kyiv 
as Ukraine tries to defend itself against Russia’s full-
scale invasion. The Alternative for Germany won the 
most votes in the state of Thuringia and also did well 
in Saxony in elections held on Sept 1. 

Also:
SCRANTON, Pa: Under tight security, Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy on Sunday visited a 
Pennsylvania ammunition factory to thank the work-
ers who are producing one of the most critically need-
ed munitions for his country’s fi ght to fend off Russian 
ground forces.

Rep. Matt Cartwright, a Democrat who was 
among those who met with Zelenskyy at the Scranton 
Army Ammunition Plant, said the president had a sim-
ple message: “Thank you. And we need more.”

The Scranton plant is one of the few facilities in the 
country to manufacture 155 mm artillery shells and 
has increased production over the past year. Ukraine 
has already received more than 3 million of them from 
the US. Zelenskyy said he expressed his gratitude to 
all the employees at the plant.

“It is in places like this where you can truly feel 
that the democratic world can prevail,” he wrote on X. 
“Thanks to people like these - in Ukraine, in Ameri-
ca, and in all partner countries - who work tirelessly to 
ensure that life is protected.”

Zelenskyy’s visit kicked off a busy week in the 
United States. He will speak at the UN General As-
sembly annual gathering in New York on Tuesday and 
Wednesday and then travel to Washington for talks on 
Thursday with President Joe Biden and Vice Presi-
dent Kamala Harris, as he seeks to shore up support 
for Ukraine. The area around the ammunition plant 
had been sealed off since Sunday morning, with mu-
nicipal garbage trucks positioned across several road-
blocks and a very heavy presence of city, regional and 
state police, including troopers on horseback.

❑     ❑     ❑

THE HAGUE, Netherlands: Ukraine on Monday ac-
cused Russia of seeking to illegally seize control of 
the strategically important Sea of Azov and Kerch 
Strait, as hearings opened in a high-stakes arbitration 
case between Kyiv and Moscow.

The hearings at the Permanent Court of Arbitration 
are the latest in a string of international legal cases in-
volving Russia and Ukraine linked to Moscow’s 2014 
annexation of Crimea and its 2022 full-scale invasion 
of Ukraine, even as fi ghting continues to rage on bat-
tlefi elds in Ukraine.

“Russia wants to take the Sea of Azov and Kerch 
Strait for itself, and so it has built a great gate at the 
entrance to keep international shipping out while al-
lowing small Russian river vessels in,” Ukrainian 
representative Anton Korynevych told a panel of 
arbitrators.

The gate he referred to is a bridge built by Russia 
across the Kerch Strait after the annexation of Crimea. 
The $3.5-billion, 19-kilometer (12-mile) bridge link-
ing the Black and Azov seas carries road and rail traf-
fi c on separate sections and is vital to sustaining Rus-
sia’s military operations in southern Ukraine.

Ukraine fi led the case in 2016, two years after 
Russia annexed Crimea. It accuses Moscow of sub-
sequently breaching a United Nations maritime treaty 
by building the bridge, barring Ukrainian fi shermen 
from waters they traditionally fi shed, damaging the 
environment and plundering underwater archeologi-
cal sites. Kyiv is seeking unspecifi ed compensation.

Scholz

The scene of a fatal Saturday night shooting outside Hush in the Five Points neighborhood of Birmingham, Ala., on Sept 22. Inset: This image provided by WBMA 
shows police tape near the scene of a shooting. (AP)

Governor of Brandenburg and Ger-
many’s Social Democratic Party, 
SPD, top candidate for the state elec-
tion, Dietmar Woidke, center, arrives 
at the party’s election event after fi rst 
exit polls announced in Potsdam, 
Germany on Sept 22. The Social 
Democrats of Chancellor Olaf Scholz 
won an election in the eastern Ger-
man state of Brandenburg on Sunday, 
gaining a narrow edge over a growing 
far-right party, according to the vote 

count. (AP)

Robinson Harris

Minneapolis shooting kills 2: Two 
people died and two teenage girls were 
among three others injured early Saturday 
during a shooting in downtown Minneapo-
lis.

Police received a call about shots being 
fi red just before 2 a.m. Saturday. Arriving 
offi cers found fi ve people injured - two men 
ages 20 and 21, two girls ages 16 and 17 and 
a 21-year-old woman.

The two men died at a hospital. Police 
said the injuries to the others are not be-
lieved to be life-threatening.

Police say a fi ght between groups of peo-
ple led to the shooting. One person was ar-
rested on suspicion of inciting a riot.

Police will increase patrols downtown 
in partnership with the Hennepin County 
Sheriff’s Offi ce, Metro Transit Police and 
a community group, Assistant Police Chief 
Katie Blackwell said, according to WCCO-
TV. (AP)

❑     ❑     ❑

Robinson’s top staffers quit: Several 
top staffers in North Carolina Republican 
Lt Gov Mark Robinson’s campaign for 
governor have quit their posts, marking 
more fallout from a CNN report outlining 
evidence that he made disturbing posts on 
website’s message board more than a dec-
ade ago.

The campaign said in a news release Sun-
day that senior adviser Conrad Pogorzelski 
III, campaign manager Chris Rodriguez, the 
campaign’s fi nance director and the deputy 
campaign manager “have stepped down 
from their roles with the campaign.” Infor-
mation on new campaign staffers would be 
forthcoming soon, the release said.

“I appreciate the efforts of these team 
members who have made the diffi cult 
choice to step away from the campaign, and 
I wish them well in their future endeavors,” 
Robinson said in the release. Pogorzelski, 

America

People taste Chinese tea during the Garden Tea Festival at Dr. Sun Yat-Sen 
Classical Chinese Garden in Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada on Sept  22. 

(Xinhua)

who helped Robinson get elected lieutenant 
governor in 2020 in his fi rst bid for public 
offi ce and later became his chief of staff, 
said separately on Sunday that additional 
staffers also left the campaign - the deputy 
fi nance director, two political directors and 
the director of operations.

Pogorzelski, in a text, said that he “along 

with others from the campaign have left of 
our own accord.”

On Sunday, Robinson still expressed 
optimism that he could win in November 
over Democratic nominee Josh Stein, the 
sitting attorney general. Polls have shown 
Robinson trailing Stein. But Robinson 
said polls have “underestimated Republi-

can support in North Carolina for several 
cycles,” and with a large portion of the 
electorate undecided “I am confident our 
campaign remains in a strong position to 
make our case to the voters and win on 
November 5.” (AP)

❑     ❑     ❑

‘Dept won’t provide security’: A local 
Ohio elections board says the county sher-
iff’s department will not be used for elec-
tion security following a social media post 
by the sheriff saying people with Kamala 
Harris yard signs should have their ad-
dresses recorded so that immigrants can be 
sent to live with them if the Democratic vice 
president wins the November election.

In a statement on the Portage County 
Democrats’ Facebook page, county board of 
elections chair Randi Clites said members 
voted 3-1 Friday to remove the sheriff’s 
department from providing security during 
in-person absentee voting. 

Clites cited public comments indicat-
ing “perceived intimidation by our sher-
iff against certain voters” and the need to 
“make sure every voter in Portage County 
feels safe casting their ballot for any candi-
date they choose.”

A Ravenna Record-Courier story on the 
Akron Beacon Journal site reported that a 
day earlier, about 150 people crowded into 
a room at the Kent United Church of Christ 
for a meeting sponsored by the NAACP of 
Portage County, many expressing fear about 
the Sept. 13 comments. (AP)

Search underway for suspects in Alabama mass shooting
Authorities have reported no arrests after a week-
end mass shooting killed four people and left 17 oth-
ers injured in what police described as a targeted 
“hit” by multiple shooters who opened fi re outside a 
popular Alabama nightspot.

The shooting late Saturday in the popular Five 

Points South entertainment district of Birmingham 
rocked an area of restaurants and bars that is often 
bustling on weekend nights. The mass shooting, one 
of several this year in the city, unnerved residents and 
left offi cials at home and beyond pleading for help to 
both solve the crime and address the broader problem 

of gun violence. 
“The priority is to fi nd these shooters and get them 

off our streets,” Birmingham Mayor Randall Woodfi n 
said a day after the shooting.

The mayor planned a morning news conference 
Monday to provide updates on the case. (AP)

Harris raises $27 million in NY fundraiser

Trump says, if he loses, ’24 run will be last
WASHINGTON, Sept 23, (AP): For-
mer US president Donald Trump said 
on Sunday that he doesn’t “think” he’d 
run again for president in 2028 if he 
falls short in his bid to return to the 
White House in 2024.

“No, I don’t. I think that will be, that 
will be it,” Trump said when journal-
ist Sharyl Attkisson asked him if he’d 
run again.

The comment was notable both 
because Trump seemed to rule out a 
fourth bid for the White House and be-
cause he rarely admits the possibility 
he could legitimately lose an election. 
Trump normally insists that could only 
happen if there were widespread cheat-
ing, a false allegation he made in 2020 
and he’s preemptively made again dur-
ing his 2024 presidential campaign.

Trump would be 82 in 2028, a year 
older than President Joe Biden is now. 
Biden bowed out of the race in July 
following his disastrous debate perfor-
mance and months of being hammered 
by Trump and other conservatives as 
being too old and erratic for the job.

Attkisson interviewed Trump for her 
show “Full Measure.” Also during the 
22-minute interview, Trump defended 
his record on the coronavirus pandemic. 
He took credit for the development of the 
COVID-19 vaccines developed during 
his presidency while also saying “they’re 
doing studies on the vaccines and we’re 
going to fi nd out” if they are safe.

Trump said Republicans have be-
come skeptical about the vaccines 
even as Democrats trust them.

Also:
NEW YORK: US Vice President Ka-
mala Harris raised $27 million at a 
packed New York City fundraiser on 
Sunday, her largest fundraising haul 
since she took over at the top of the 
ticket from President Joe Biden, ac-
cording to a Harris campaign aide.

Though Harris has far more money 

Spending deal averts possible fed
shutdown and funds govt into Dec
WASHINGTON, Sept 23, (AP): Con-
gressional leaders announced an 
agreement Sunday on a short-term 
spending bill that will fund federal 
agencies for about three months, 
averting a possible partial govern-
ment shutdown when the new budget 
year begins Oct. 1 and pushing fi nal 
decisions until after the November 
election.

Temporary spending bills generally 
fund agencies at current levels, but an 
additional $231 million was included 
to bolster the Secret Service after the 
two assassination attempts against 
Republican presidential nominee 
Donald Trump, and additional money 
was added to aid with the presidential 
transition, among other things.

Lawmakers have struggled to get 
to this point as the current budget 
year winds to a close at month’s 
end. At the urging of the most con-
servative members of his conference, 
House Speaker Mike Johnson, R-La., 
had linked temporary funding with a 
mandate that would have compelled 
states to require proof of citizenship 

when people register to vote.
But Johnson abandoned that ap-

proach to reach an agreement, even 
as Trump insisted there should not be 
a stop-gap measure without the vot-
ing requirement.

Bipartisan negotiations began in 
earnest shortly after that, with leader-
ship agreeing to extend funding into 
mid-December. That gives the cur-
rent Congress the ability to fashion a 
full-year spending bill after the Nov. 
5 election, rather than push that re-
sponsibility to the next Congress and 
president.

In a letter to Republican colleagues, 
Johnson said the budget measure 
would be “very narrow, bare-bones” 
and include “only the extensions that 
are absolutely necessary.”

“While this is not the solution any of 
us prefer, it is the most prudent path 
forward under the present circumstanc-
es,” Johnson wrote. “As history has 
taught and current polling affi rms, shut-
ting the government down less than 40 
days from a fateful election would be an 
act of political malpractice.”

than former President Donald Trump, 
the money will be needed to com-
pete with pricey advertising by deep-
pocketed outside groups that support 
Trump, said the aide, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity to discuss pri-
vate fundraising details.

The blockbuster fundraiser was held 
at Cipriani Wall Street in a massive 
Greek Revival ballroom with over a 
dozen columns. Much of the crowd 
stood shoulder to shoulder as Harris 
needled Trump for refusing to debate 
her again.

“My opponent seems to be looking 
for an excuse,” Harris told the crowd. 

“I feel very strongly that we owe it to 
the American people, to the voters, to 
meet once more before Election Day.”

She reiterated that later, telling re-
porters after landing outside Washing-
ton, “We have more to discuss.”

Trump has rejected more debates, 
saying Saturday that “it’s just too late.”

“Voting is already started,” he said 
at a rally in Wilmington, North Caro-
lina. Voters cast the fi rst in-person 
ballots last week in Minnesota, South 
Dakota and Virginia, the states with the 
fi rst early in-person voting opportuni-
ties. About a dozen more states will 
follow by mid-October. 

Politics
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‘US not responsible’

Bolivia on edge as
street battles erupt
EL ALTO, Bolivia, Sept 23, (AP): Bolivia’s pro-
government supporters and security forces confronted 
protesters loyal to former president Evo Morales in a 
street melee Sunday, the second such violent escala-
tion this week as fears grew of further unrest in the 
Andean nation.

The protesters and counterprotesters hurled fi re-
crackers, homemade explosives and stones at each 
other across a dusty sprawl in the city of El Alto, while 

riot police unleashed tear gas 
into the crowds. At least eight 
people were injured, Bolivia’s 
health ministry reported.

The standoff - erupting 
while thousands of Bolivians 
supporting Morales continued 
a weeklong 190-kilometer 
(118-mile) march to the capital 
of La Paz - spoke to the depth 
of the schism in Bolivian poli-
tics ahead of next year’s presi-
dential election.

Morales and his former 
economy minister-turned-bitter-rival, current Presi-
dent Luis Arce, are vying to lead Bolivia’s long-dom-
inant socialist party, known by its Spanish acronym 
MAS, into the 2025 vote. In recent months their power 
struggle has paralyzed the government, exacerbated 
the depletion of Bolivia’s foreign-exchange reserves 
and fueled street protests.

The rolling political crisis began in 2019, when Mo-
rales - who came to power in 2006 - was forced to 
resign after being reelected to a third term in a vote 
marred by accusations of fraud and mass protests. He 
left the country but made a dramatic political come-
back a year later, returning to fi nd he had retained 
widespread support among poor and Indigenous Bo-
livians.

Mobilized by Morales, bound together by misery 
over Bolivia’s economic meltdown and outraged by 
President Arce’s efforts to block the candidacy of 
their polarizing former leader, the marchers stopped 
Sunday on their sixth day of walking to sleep at an 
encampment 11 kilometers (7 miles) from El Alto, a 
sprawling city on a plateau above Bolivia’s capital.

 Refl ection
Seeking to portray the march as a refl ection of 

Bolivia’s Indigenous highland culture as much as a 
political exercise, Morales - surrounded by support-
ers waving the multicolored fl ag dear to Indigenous 
Andeans that the leftist leader turned into a patriotic 
symbol when he served as the country’s fi rst Indig-
enous president - praised his supporters’ “peace and 
enthusiasm.”

Other Morales supporters broke off from the march 
and pressed into the scrappy outskirts of El Alto, 
where security forces and supporters of Arce had 
massed in anticipation of their arrival. The protesters 
and counterprotesters clashed in the neighborhood of 
Ventilla as acrid smoke from burning tires and thick 
clouds of tear gas coursed through the streets.

Each side blamed the other for the violence. Mo-
rales accused Arce’s government of deploying “para-
military groups to incite violence,” busing offi cers 
into El Alto to stir up trouble - a claim echoed by Bo-
livia’s ombudsman.

“It’s very sad that this government doesn’t pay at-
tention to its conscience,” said Benita Cruz, a Morales 
supporter at the scene of Sunday’s clashes. “They are 
repressing the poor and most humble people.”

Also:
MEXICO CITY: US Ambassador Ken Salazar re-
jected accusations by Mexico’s president that the US 
was partly responsible for a surge in cartel warfare in 
northern Sinaloa over the weekend.

Sinaloa has been eclipsed by violence as two war-
ring factions of the Sinaloa cartel have clashed in the 
state capital of Culiacan in what appears to be a fi ght 
for power since two of its leaders were arrested in the 
US in late July.

“It is incomprehensible how the United States can 
be responsible for the massacres we see in different 
places,” Salazar said in a news conference in Chihua-
hua on Saturday. “What is being seen in Sinaloa is not 
the fault of the United States.”

The arrests startled many because it appeared 
that the son of notorious drug kingpin Joaquín “El 
Chapo” Guzmán abducted an elder cartel fi gure, Is-
mael “El Mayo” Zambada, and fl ew them both to 
the U.S. to be detained. Such a violent outburst was 
expected in the wake of the arrests.

As the warring cartel factions and authorities have 
clashed in fi refi ghts, helicopters regularly circle over-
head and military rove the streets of the capital. Fami-
lies have said they are scared to send their children to 
school.

Meanwhile, bodies have appeared across the city, 
often left slung out on the streets or in cars with ei-
ther sombreros on their heads or pizza slices or boxes 
pegged onto them with knives. The pizzas and som-
breros have become informal symbols for the warring 
cartel factions, underscoring the brutality of their war-
fare.

❑      ❑      ❑

MEXICO CITY: All countries have crimes that reso-
nate. In Mexico, one of the modern day ones is the 
disappearance of 43 students from a rural teacher’s 
college in 2014.

Ten years later, it’s still not clear where the students 
from the Rural Normal School at Ayotzinapa are. Au-
thorities believe they were killed, but have only turned 
up small bone fragments from three of them.

The families, with the support of the school 
known for its radical activism, continue to demand 
justice. They maintain a lack of political will is re-
sponsible for not finding the truth. If it was a “state 
crime” as the current administration says, the gov-
ernment must know what happened and who is hid-
ing information.

In a country with more than 115,000 registered 
disappearances, this case continues to hold the pub-
lic’s attention because it combined cartel violence 
and corrupt authorities and remains stubbornly un-
resolved.

It’s considered an emblematic case and another ex-
ample of abuses that occurred decades ago in Mexi-
co’s dirty war and were never corrected.

The students were attacked by security forces 
linked to a local drug gang, Guerreros Unidos, in 
Iguala, when the students were stealing buses to trans-
port themselves to a protest.

During the administration of Enrique Peña Nieto 
(2012-2018), authorities said the students had gone to 
Iguala, Guerrero to protest at an event - the mayor, 
now jailed, was linked to local gang Guerreros Uni-
dos. 

Morales

 Narendra Modi, Prime Minister of India, speaks at an event in Uniondale, New York on Sept 22. (AP)

A supporter of Bolivia’s former presi-
dent Evo Morales clashes with sup-
porters of current President Luis Arce 
in El Alto, Bolivia on Sept 22.  At least 
eight people were injured, Bolivia’s 

health ministry reported. (AP)

Ortega Bautista

Accident in Indonesia kills 6: Six 
people were killed and four others injured 
in a vehicle collision on a highway in the 
Indonesian province of Central Java early 
Monday morning.

The accident took place in the prov-
ince’s Pati region at around 2 am local 
time, involving a passenger bus and two 
semi-trailer trucks, according to a prelimi-
nary report by Pati Traffi c Police.

Chief of Pati Traffi c Police Asfauri told 
local media that the bus was carrying 28 
people when the accident occurred. Four 
passengers and the driver were killed. The 
other deceased was a truck driver.

The deceased and injured were taken 
to nearby hospitals, and the cause of the 
accident was being investigated, he said.
(Xinhua)

❑      ❑      ❑

China, Nepal launch training: A joint 
army training, co-organized by Chinese 
and Nepali militaries, kicked off Sunday 
in southwest China’s Chongqing Munici-
pality.

This is the fourth iteration of joint train-
ing between the two militaries, with the 
previous session held in 2019.

Under the theme of “joint counter-
terrorism operations in urban blocks,” 
the joint training will include small arms 
shooting in special operations, counter-
terrorism squad tactics, drone operations, 
emergency rescue, and comprehensive 
counter-terrorism exercises.

The training will last until Oct 1. In ad-
dition to joint exercise sessions, the two 
militaries will engage in research and ex-
change on disaster reduction and relief in 
earthquakes, avalanches and landslides.
(Xinhua)

❑      ❑      ❑

Boat capsizes off Fujisawa: A boat 
carrying about 10 people on Saturday cap-
sized off the coast of Enoshima in Fuji-
sawa city, Kanagawa prefecture in Japan, 
local media reported.

According to local authorities, the inci-
dent occurred at approximately 4:50 p.m. 
local time, around 200 meters offshore, na-
tional broadcaster NHK reported.

With rescue operations underway, the 
current condition of the passengers re-
mains unclear, the report added. (Xinhua)

❑      ❑      ❑

Myanmar receives donations: My-
anmar authorities have allocated 30 billion 
kyats (about 14.2 million U.S. dollars) and 
received donations for fl ood relief and re-
habilitation, the state-run daily The Mirror 
reported on Sunday.

At a ceremony on Saturday, Myanmar’s 
State Administration Council Chairman 
Senior General Min Aung Hlaing an-

Asia

 Volunteers clean a street on the World Cleanup Day in Adjame, an urban com-
mune of Abidjan, Cote d’Ivoire on Sept 21. World Cleanup Day is an annual 
global event that is marked every third Saturday in September with the aim of 

combating the global solid waste problem. (Xinhua)

nounced the allocation, saying that the 
government would utilize the allocated 
fund, alongside contributions from donors, 
for fl ood relief and rehabilitation.

A donation of over 32 billion kyats 
(about 15.2 million dollars) was received 
during the ceremony, the report said. Sen-
ior General Min Aung Hlaing expressed 

gratitude to the donors, saying that the do-
nors’ contributions would greatly assist in 
rehabilitation efforts. (Xinhua)

❑      ❑      ❑

Jeepney drivers start strike: Jeepney 
drivers in the Philippines started a two-day 
nationwide transport strike on Monday to 
protest against the government’s plan to re-
move decades-old jeepneys off the streets.

Piston, one of the two transport groups 
that have organized the strike, posted pho-
tos on social media early Monday, show-
ing “stranded” passengers in the Philippine 
capital.

Transportation Undersecretary Jesus 
Ferdinand Ortega refuted the group’s 
claim, saying no stranded passengers ex-
isted. “We are maintaining and continuing 
our program of zero stranded passengers 
today,” he told a press conference. 

The protesters launched similar trans-
port strikes in the past months.

“The call of Piston and Manibela to 
scrap the program is non-negotiable,” 
Transportation Secretary Jaime Bautista 
said in a news conference. “These two 
groups cannot derail the program.”

Jeepneys remain the main mode of 
transport for millions of Filipinos across 
the archipelago. Government data showed 
that around 160,000 transitional jeepneys 
are running across the country. (Xinhua)

TTP denies attacking convoy of foreign envoys

Dissanayake sworn in as Sri Lanka’s prez
COLOMBO, Sri Lanka, Sept 23, 
(Agencies): Marxist leader Anura Ku-
mara Dissanayake was sworn in as Sri 
Lanka’s president on Monday after an 
election that saw voters reject an old 
guard accused of leading the country 
into economic crisis.

Dissanayake, 55, who ran as head of 
the Marxist-leaning National People’s 
Power coalition, defeated opposition 
leader Sajith Premadasa and 36 other 
candidates in Saturday’s election.

Dissanayake received 5,740,179 
votes, followed by Premadasa with 
4,530,902.

 Challenges
In a brief speech, the new president 

pledged to work with others to take on 
the country’s challenges.

“We have deeply understood that 
we are going to get a challenging coun-
try,” Dissanayake said. “We don’t be-
lieve that a government, a single party 
or an individual would be able to re-
solve this deep crisis.”

Just before the swearing in, Prime 
Minister Dinesh Gunawardena re-
signed, clearing the way for the new 
president to appoint a prime minister 
and a cabinet.

The election came as the country 
seeks to recover from its worst eco-
nomic crisis and resulting political 
upheaval.

He’s the ninth person to hold Sri 
Lanka’s powerful executive presiden-
cy, created in 1978 when a new con-
stitution expanded the offi ce’s powers.

Dissanayake’s coalition is led by the 
Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna, or Peo-
ple’s Liberation Front, a Marxist party 
that waged two unsuccessful armed in-
surrections in the 1970s and 1980s to 
capture power through socialist revo-
lution. After its defeat, the JVP entered 
democratic politics in 1994 and has 
been mostly in opposition since then. 
However, they have supported several 
previous presidents and been part of 
governments briefl y.

The NPP also includes groups repre-
senting academics, civil society move-
ments, artists, lawyers and students.

Dissanayake was fi rst elected to 
Parliament in 2000 and briefl y held the 
portfolio of agriculture and irrigation 
minister under then-President Chan-
drika Kumaratunga. He ran for presi-
dent for the fi rst time in 2019 and lost 
to Gotabaya Rajapaksa.

Dissanayake’s fi rst major challenge 
will be to act on his campaign promise 
to ease the crushing austerity measures 
imposed by his predecessor Ranil Wick-
remesinghe under a relief agreement 
with the International Monetary Fund.

Wickremesinghe has warned that 

India PM’s US visit brings him to 
NY & celebration of cultural ties

any move to alter the basics of the 
agreement could delay the release of a 
fourth tranche of nearly $3 billion.

That economic crisis resulted from 
excessive borrowing to fund projects 
that did not generate revenue, the im-
pact of the COVID-19 pandemic, and 
the government’s insistence on using 
scarce foreign reserves to prop up its 
currency, the rupee.

It led to shortages of essentials such 
as foods, medicines, cooking gas and 
fuel in 2022, triggering massive pro-
tests that forced then-president Raja-
paksa to fl ee the country and resign.

Wickremesinghe, then prime min-
ister, was elected by Parliament to fi ll 
the remainder of Rajapaksa’s term.

❑      ❑      ❑

27 drug traffi ckers arrested: Af-
ghanistan’s counter-narcotics police 
have arrested 27 people over drug traf-
fi cking and purchasing in the national 
capital Kabul, the Ministry of Interior 
said in a statement on Monday.

The offenders were arrested dur-
ing counter-narcotics operations con-
ducted in the vicinity of Kabul. Illicit 
drugs, including hashish and tablet K, 
a Western-made drug, have been dis-
covered during the operations as well, 
the statement added.

Similarly, police have arrested an 
alleged drug smuggler and discovered 
19 kg of methamphetamine from his 
possession in eastern Nangarhar prov-

ince on Sunday.
The Afghan caretaker government 

has vowed to fi ght against illegal 
drugs, drug production, and traffi cking 
across the country.

❑      ❑      ❑

TTP denies involvement: The Pa-
kistani Taliban on Monday denied 
involvement in a bombing attack on a 
police convoy that was escorting for-
eign ambassadors in the country’s res-
tive northwest, as authorities said they 
were still trying to determine who was 
behind the attack, which killed a police 
offi cer.

The ambassadors and senior en-
voys were traveling on Sunday to the 
Swat Valley, a former stronghold of 
the Pakistani Taliban, when the at-
tack occurred in Malam Jabba, one of 
Pakistan’s two ski resorts in Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa province bordering Af-
ghanistan.

No one claimed responsibility for 
the attack, but Mohammad Khurasani, 
a spokesman for the Pakistani Taliban, 
known as Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan 
(TTP), denied detonating the impro-
vised explosive device that hit a police 
vehicle accompanying the convoy.

One police offi cer was killed and 
four others were wounded in the at-
tack, which drew strong condemna-
tion from Pakistan’s President Asif Ali 
Zardari, Prime Minister Shehbaz Sha-
rif and other offi cials.

UNIONDALE, N.Y., Sept 23, (AP): 
Indian Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, continuing a multiday US visit, 
addressed a cultural celebration 
on Long Island Sunday, where he 
praised the United States’ return of 
nearly 300 antiquities to India and re-
layed news of his country’s dual win 
at the Chess Olympiad in Budapest, 
Hungary, to an enthusiastic crowd.

“I just got some very good news,” 
Modi told an estimated 13,000 
people inside Nassau Veterans 
Coliseum for an event billed as a 
celebration of cultural ties between 
India and the United States. “In the 
Chess Olympiad, in both the men’s 
and women’s tournament, India 
has won gold medals,” he said 
to applause in a speech that was 
translated into English for an online 
audience.

Modi was reelected in June fol-

lowing a marathon election in which 
more than 640 million votes were 
cast over a span of six weeks in 
the world’s largest democratic ex-
ercise.

“This year, 2024, is a very im-
portant one for the entire world,” 
he said. “On the one hand, there 
are conflicts raging between sev-
eral countries in the world, there is 
tension. And on the other, democ-
racy is being celebrated in several 
countries of the world. India and 
America are also together in this 
celebration of democracy.”

Modi’s appearance in New York 
came a day after he attended a 
summit hosted by President Joe 
Biden in Wilmington, Delaware, for 
leaders of the so-called Quad that 
also included Prime Minister Antho-
ny Albanese of Australia and Prime 
Minister Fumio Kishida of Japan.

Subcontinent
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Business   Change Closing pts
SAUDI - TASI +49.15 12,129.62
JAPAN - Nikkei 225 +568.58 37,723.91
PHILIPPINES - PSEi +164.27 7,417.25

   Change Closing pts
DUBAI - DFMGI -2.31 4,434.06
EGYPT - EGX 30 -15.87 31,022.54
PAKISTAN - KSE 100 -90.64 81,936.63

IFRS S1 and S2 standards highlighted in workshop on sustainability disclosure

Volume of orders amounts to $2 bln Financial institutions in Kuwait
borrow KD 708 mln in H1 2024

KREC obtains KD 70.2 mln in loans

Real estate firms secure KD 818.05 mln in credit facilities

Lower interest rates expected to boost loan growth and fee income

CI Capital predicts profitability decline for Gulf banks amid interest rate cuts

KUWAIT CITY, Sept 23: Since the 
start of the year, real estate compa-
nies listed on the Boursa Kuwait 
have secured a staggering 818.05 
million dinars in credit facilities, 
according to recent statistics issued 
by Al-Jarida daily. 

These funds, largely renewals of 
previous facilities, were obtained 
through the local and regional 
banking sectors to either fi nance 
ongoing activities or settle existing 
debts.

Leading the charge, the Com-
mercial Real Estate secured the 
highest amount, signing contracts 
worth 314.3 million dinars. 

These agreements included both 
new fi nancing and the renewal of 
previous credit, along with non-
cash facilities. 

In second place, Al-Salehiya 
Real Estate signed two agreements 
totaling 150 million dinars. One 
deal involved a loan reschedul-
ing, while the other fi nanced the 
purchase of the Anwar Al-Sabah 
Complex under a lease-to-own 
agreement. 

The Kuwait Real Estate Com-
pany followed with two con-
tracts worth 70.2 million dinars, 
while Injazat Real Estate Devel-
opment Company secured and 
renewed loans totaling 59.1 mil-
lion dinars.

These substantial credit renew-
als highlight the banking sector’s 
confi dence in Kuwait’s real estate 
market, known for its stable and 
rewarding returns. Specifi c sec-

Ahmadi leads with 25 private & 7 investment contracts

Kuwait sees 124 real estate contracts
worth 864 million dinars in one week
KUWAIT CITY, Sept 23: Ac-
cording to the statistics release 
by the Real Estate Registration 
and Documentation Department 
of the Ministry of Justice has re-
leased statistics 124 real estate 
contracts were traded across the 
country during the week, worth 
864 million dinars, reports Al-
Seyassah daily.

According to data published on the 
Ministry’s website, from Sept 8 to 
12, private real estate contracts domi-
nated, with 93 properties traded for a 

total value of 41.4 million dinars.
Investment real estate contracts 

followed, with 29 properties val-
ued at 2.5 million dinars, while 
commercial transactions included 
two contracts worth 19 million 
dinars.

Geographically, the Capital 
Governorate recorded 10 private 
and three investment contracts. In 
Hawalli Governorate, 12 private 
and 13 investment contracts were 
traded, along with two commercial 
contracts. 

Farwaniya saw 11 private and 
three investment contracts, while 
Mubarak Al-Kabeer recorded 22 
private and three investment con-
tracts. 

The Ahmadi Governorate led in 
trading activity, with 25 private 
and seven investment contracts, 
while Jahra Governorate had 13 
private contracts.

However, no transactions were 
reported for craft, warehouse, in-
dustrial, or coastal real estate dur-
ing this period.

tors, like warehousing and crafts, 
remain particularly attractive. 

The average annual return on 
investment properties ranges be-
tween 6.8 percent and 7.8 percent 
across various governorates, of-
fering competitive rates com-
pared to other investment oppor-
tunities.

For example, returns in the Capi-
tal Governorate average 7.24 per-
cent, while Ahmadi boasts an av-
erage of 7.5 percent. Commercial 
property yields are even higher, 

with Farwaniya offering up to 8.81 
percent. These fi gures make the 
real estate sector a vital pillar of 
Kuwait’s economy.

With the Central Bank of Ku-
wait recently reducing interest 
rates in line with the U.S. Federal 
Reserve, many real estate experts 
predict a surge in credit restructur-
ing and new fi nancing in the com-
ing months. 

This move is expected to activate 
further urban development, while 
also helping companies manage 

their debt. 
Real estate experts also believe 

that if visa procedures and invest-
ment conditions improve for both 
local and foreign investors, Ku-
wait’s real estate sector could see 
even stronger occupancy rates and 
returns.

As the market adjusts to gov-
ernment decisions and economic 
conditions, the real estate sector 
remains a key player in Kuwait’s 
investment landscape, poised for 
continued growth.

KUWAIT CITY, Sept 23: In the first seven months of 
2024, financial institutions in Kuwait (excluding banks) 
borrowed approximately 708 million dinars from local 
banks, reports Al-Seyassah daily.

However, the last July data revealed a decline in financing, as banks 
provided only 82.5 million dinars to these institutions, a drop of 22.9 mil-
lion dinars or 21.7 percent compared to June’s 105.4 million dinars. 

On an annual basis, fi nancing also decreased by 13.3 million dinars, or 13.8 
percent, from 95.8 million dinars in July 2023.

The fi nancing trends over the fi rst half of the year showed varying amounts 
-- January saw 165.6 million dinars, February 165 million dinars, March 69.8 
million dinars, April 58 million dinars, May 61.5 million dinars nd June re-
bounded to 105.4 million dinars.

Despite the monthly decline in July, the total accumulated balance of fi -
nancing provided to fi nancial institutions increased by 0.7 percent, rising by 
18 million dinars from 2.365 billion dinars in June to 2.383 billion dinars in 

KUWAIT CITY, Sept 23: CI Capital has indi-
cated that while overall profi tability for Gulf 
banks, particularly in Saudi Arabia, may de-
cline, the recent decrease in interest rates is 
likely to foster growth in loans and fee income, 
while alleviating fi nancing pressures, reports Al-
Seyassah daily.

The fi rm suggests that the initial drop in bank 

rates presents favorable entry points for medi-
um-term investors. 

During this cycle of interest rate cuts, CI Capi-
tal advises adopting an unconventional invest-
ment strategy, focusing on banks that primarily 
lend to businesses. 

The increased demand for loans from compa-
nies, driven by signifi cant government spending on 

projects, is expected to enhance lending activities.
However, the CI Capital notes that banks 

concentrating on individual lending will require 
more substantial interest rate reductions to stim-
ulate a signifi cant uptick in borrowing demand. 

The fi rm projects a decline in net profi t mar-
gins of approximately 20 basis points for the pe-
riod of 2025-2026.

July. 
The year-on-year, this balance saw a signifi cant rise of 21.7 percent, equat-

ing to an increase of 425 million dinars from 1.958 billion dinars in July 2023.
The consumer loans granted in Kuwait also experienced growth during the 

same period, increasing by 59 million dinars or 3 percent, reaching a total of 
2.03 billion dinars by the end of July, up from 1.97 billion dinars at the close 
of December 2023.

21.7% y-o-y growth in total financing balance

US army praises KASCO’s quality standards

Boursa Kuwait & United Nations’ Sustainable Stock Exchange initiative
organize virtual workshop on latest sustainability disclosure standards

Warba co-leads EQUATE’s 
USD750 mln sukuk offering

KASCO successfully passes recent 
audits, renewing Halal certification
KUWAIT CITY, Sept 23: The Manag-
ing Director of Kuwait Aviation Ser-
vices Company (KASCO) Abdulrah-
man Al-Kandari affirmed the keenness 
of the executive management to imple-
ment the policies and plans set by the 
company’s Board of Directors in order 
to develop performance and raise the 
level of services and products provided 
by the company, reports Al-Seyassah 
daily.

He highlighted the importance of 
adhering to the highest international 
quality standards, which greatly con-
tributed to the company’s success in 
the recent audits conducted by various 
accredited bodies as well as the inspec-
tion tour conducted by the US Army 
Audit.

Meanwhile, the auditing body for 
the “Halal” certificate carried out an 
inspection tour to evaluate a number 
of work and production sites in the 
company to assess compliance to the 

necessary standards.
Following the inspection tour, the 

Halal Certificate team expressed satis-
faction with KASCO’s commitment to 
maintaining high-quality standards. As 
a result, the audit test was passed, and 
the “Halal” certificate was renewed. 
This proves the confidence that audit-
ing bodies have in the company’s work 
procedures and product quality.

Meanwhile, Head of the Quality 
Control and Laboratory Office Hind 
Al-Enezi expressed confidence that 
the company would successfully 
pass audits of the contracting parties, 
especially concerning the “Halal” 
certificate.

She attributed this to the diligent 
efforts of the company’s employees 
in maintaining performance and ad-
hering to the highest quality stan-
dards in line with food safety proto-
cols and Islamic law, particularly in 
meat products.

KUWAIT CITY, Sept 23: Warba Bank 
announced the EQUATE Petrochemi-
cal Company K.S.C.C.’s USD 750 
million sukuk offering, which found 
both regional and global success. War-
ba Bank acted as Joint Lead Manager, 
Joint Bookrunner and Kuwait Market-
ing Agent. The transaction was led by 
Citigroup, First Abu Dhabi Bank, J.P. 
Morgan, Mizuho and MUFG as Global 
Coordinators. KFH Capital and SMBC 
Nikko Capital Markets limited as Joint 
Lead Managers and Bookrunners, in 
addition to Co-Managers including 
Bank ABC, DBS Bank Ltd., IMI-In-
tesa Sanpaolo, and Standard Chartered 
Bank. Books opened on Tuesday, 
August 29th 2024, and closed on the 
same day, received great interest from 
regional and international market par-
ticipants, as the order book reached 
USD 2 billion, 2.6x the issuance size.

Warba Bank said in a press statement 
that this issuance is under the EQUATE 
Sukuk Programme denominated in US 
dollars, valued at USD 2 billion. The 7 
year USD 750 million Sukuk was suc-
cessfully issued with a fi xed profi t rate 
of 5.00%. The issuance was priced at a 
discount, with a reoffer price of 98.995% 
to yield 5.173%. The Sukuk were listed 
on the Global Exchange Market of Eu-
ronext Dublin.

The strong demand for the Sukuk 
was evident through its diverse alloca-
tion, which saw signifi cant participa-
tion from a wide range of institutional 
investors across the globe:

- Banks and Private Banks received 
the largest share of the issuance, rep-
resenting 56% of the total allocation, 
a clear indication of the banking sec-
tor’s confi dence in EQUATE’s credit 
profi le.

- Fund Managers accounted for 37% 
of the total allocation, highlighting the 
interest in high-quality, Sharia-compli-
ant assets.

- Corporates, Central Banks/Offi cial 
Institutions, Insurance, and Pension 
Funds collectively represented the re-
maining 7%, showing strategic interest 
in the Sukuk for balance sheet man-
agement and diversifi cation purposes.

Geographically, the MENA region 
was the largest contributor, receiving 
68% of the total allocation, followed 
by investors from the UK, Europe, 
Asia, and Offshore US.

In this context, Thuwaini Khaled 
Al-Thuwaini, Chief Investment Bank-

ing Offi cer at Warba Bank, said, 
“With the confi dence of the market 
in hand, we succeeded in closing the 
sukuk issuance amid excellent market 
participation and reaction, which is a 
testament to Warba Bank’s strategic 
foresight and collaboration. It is a vic-
tory that refl ects not only the strength 
of the offering but also the pulse of the 
market’s confi dence and enthusiasm.”

Al-Thuwaini pointed out the impor-
tance of Islamic fi nancing tools and 
their role in strengthening global fi nan-
cial markets, which is evidenced by the 
level of demand and interest of global 
investors in recent sukuk issued by re-
gional corporates and banking institu-
tions. He underscored Warba Bank’s 
path to remain a signifi cant player in 
the debt capital markets for years to 
come by continuing to focus on growth 
and expansion as Warba Bank aims to 
extend its reach and services to both 
institutional and individual investors 
through its commitment to ethical 
banking and innovative strategies.

KUWAIT CITY, Sept 23: Boursa Kuwait and the United Nations 
Sustainable Stock Exchanges (UN SSE) initiative will organize a 
workshop on the latest sustainability disclosure standards for mar-
ket participants and interested parties today,Tuesday, September 24, 
2024, in collaboration with the International Financial Reporting 
Standards (IFRS) Foundation and the World Bank’s International 
Finance Corporation (IFC). 

The workshop, which is conducted virtually by SSE Academy 
Head Ms. Tiffany Grabski and SSE Senior Specialist Ms. Lois Guth-
rie as well as Mr. Jarlath Molloy and Mr. Tim Kasim from the IFRS 
Foundation, allows applicants to participate in a CPD-Certified train-
ing workshop on the latest sustainability disclosure standards by the 
International Financial Reporting Standards, allowing them to ask 
questions and interact with the top experts on the topic.

The International Financial Reporting Standards (IFRS) Foun-
dation launched IFRS S1, “General Requirements for Sustainabil-
ity-related Financial Information” and IFRS S2 “Climate-related 
Disclosures” in June 2023, ushering in a new era of corporate sus-
tainability-related disclosure to capital markets worldwide. These 
standards, developed by the International Sustainability Standards 
Board (ISSB), provide a global baseline for sustainability disclo-
sures, providing companies with clear guidelines for globally con-
sistent disclosure of sustainability-related financial information.

Boursa Kuwait’s Head of Markets Noura Al-Abdulkareem hailed the 
workshop, saying “Boursa Kuwait is committed to enhancing the aware-
ness of participants in the Kuwaiti capital market, ensuring they stay 
informed about the latest trends, standards, and practices in the global 
investment community, particularly in ESG reporting and sustainability. 
As investors increasingly call for more comprehensive climate-related 
disclosures, companies are integrating climate risks into their regular 
sustainability reporting, fueled by a heightened awareness of the sig-
nificant impact of climate risks and opportunities on financial markets.I 

would like to extend my gratitude to the IFRS Foundation, the UN Sus-
tainable Stock Exchanges initiative, and the World Bank’s International 
Finance Corporation for their valuable insights and look forward to con-
tinuing our collaboration in the future.”

SSE Academy Head Ms. Tiffany Grabski added that sustainability 
is no longer an option, but a necessity, saying: “At SSE Academy, 
we firmly believe that integrating sustainability into business prac-
tices is no longer optional—it’s an imperative for long-term success. 
Our goal is to empower companies to take a proactive role in this 
transformation by equipping them with the tools, knowledge, and 
strategies necessary to lead by example. By embedding sustainable 
development into the core of their strategies and operations, busi-
nesses can drive positive change, mitigate risks, and seize oppor-
tunities that contribute not only to their own growth but also to the 

well-being of future generations.”
She added, “Boursa Kuwait has shown exemplary leadership in 

advancing sustainability within the financial sector. Their commit-
ment to integrating environmental, social, and governance (ESG) 
principles into their operations sets a powerful precedent for other 
exchanges in the region. By prioritizing sustainability, Boursa Ku-
wait is not only enhancing market resilience but fostering a more 
inclusive and responsible investment environment as well.”

The initiative forms part of Boursa Kuwait’s efforts to create a 
lasting meaningful impact on the community where it operates as 
part of its Corporate Sustainability strategy and ongoing efforts to 
equip all market participants with an in-depth understanding of the 
functioning of capital markets and various tools and techniques re-
quired to make informed investment decisions and effectively meet 
investors’ needs. It is also in line with Goal 4 – Quality Education 
– and Goal 17 – Partnership for the Goals - of the UN’s Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs).

Boursa Kuwait’s Corporate Sustainability strategy stipulates en-
suring initiatives apply and fall in line with the company’s corpo-
rate social responsibility (CSR), industry best practice standards and 
investor expectations, creating strong and sustainable partnerships 
that ultimately achieve success and allow Boursa Kuwait to leverage 
the capabilities and strengths of other companies or organizations 
that have experience in different fields, and integrating sustainability 
efforts with the company culture, in order to achieve longevity and 
an ongoing impact that is carried on and instilled in the day-to-day 
operations of the stock exchange. 

As part of the strategy, Boursa Kuwait has launched many initia-
tives in partnership with local and international organizations, fo-
cusing on support for nongovernmental organizations and charity 
programs, financial literacy and capital market awareness, the em-
powerment of women, and environmental protection.

Noura Al-Abdulkareem

Thuwaini Khaled Al-Thuwaini

Tiffany Grabski

Al-Thuwaini:
■ The high turnout reflects 
investors’ confidence in 
debt capital market capa-
bilities.
■ Warba’s expertise in Su-
kuk has drawn global atten-
tion and is swiftly becoming 
the go-to institution for Is-
lamic debt instruments for 
investor and issuers, alike.

CBK Bonds, related Tawarruq
KUWAIT CITY, Sept 23: The 
Central Bank of Kuwait (CBK) 
announced the most recent is-
sues of CBK Bonds and re-

lated Tawarruq at a total value 
of KWD (240) million for (3) 
months with Rate of Return 
(4.125%).



Chinese technology boots uptake of e-mobility in Africa: experts

Chinese green vehicle technology is 
boosting the adoption of e-mobility in Af-
rica, experts said Friday.

Warren Ondanje, managing director 
of the Africa E-mobility Alliance, said in 
Nairobi, the capital of Kenya, that Chi-
nese e-vehicle manufacturers have po-
sitioned themselves as key partners for 
the growing number of e-mobility start-
ups on the continent.

“Chinese fi rms have played a key role 
in accelerating the adoption of electric 

vehicles in Africa,” Ondanje said during 
the Africa E-Mobility Week 2024 confer-
ence.

The fi ve-day event brought together 
more than 200 delegates, including 
representatives from United Nations 
agencies, senior government offi cials 
and innovators from across Africa, to 
foster collaboration and advance the 
sustainable mobility movement on the 
continent.

Michael Muchiri, deputy superintend-

ing engineer at Kenya’s Ministry of 
Roads and Transport, said that Chinese 
e-vehicle brands are attracting signifi -
cant interest from environmentally con-
scious Kenyan consumers due to their 
high-quality, clean transportation solu-
tions offered at affordable prices.

Muchiri said that taxi and public trans-
port operators have embraced Chinese 
e-vehicles because their low operational 
costs make them more competitive than 
conventional fossil-fueled cars.

According to the Energy and Petrole-
um Regulatory Authority, Kenya current-
ly has an estimated 5,000 e-vehicles, 
comprising two-wheel, three-wheel, 
passenger and commercial vehicles.

Hilina Legesse, president of the Addis 
Ababa E-mobility Association, said that 
Chinese e-vehicles had facilitated Ethio-
pia’s enforcement of its ban on importing 
fossil-fueled cars, which took effect in 
January, by providing affordable green 
vehicles.

Legesse said that several Chinese 
e-vehicle manufacturers have set 
up local assembly plants to meet the 
growing demand for clean modes of 
transport.

Claire Liu, sales manager at Chogori 
Technology, a Chinese manufacturer of 
e-vehicle accessories, said her fi rm has 
partnered with e-mobility companies in 
Africa to expand access to and afford-
ability of electric-powered cars on the 
continent. (Xinhua)
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Gulf Capital Investment Company partners with Avaloq
KUWAIT CITY, Sept 23: As part 
of its continuous efforts to enhance 
and innovate its client experience, 
Gulf Capital Investment Company, 
“InvestGB”, the fully owned invest-
ment armof Gulf Bank, has formed 
a strategic partnership with Avaloq, 
a global leader in private banking 
and wealth management technol-
ogy.

Avaloq is a premium provider of 
front-to-back software and services 
for over 170 fi nancial institutions 
around the world. Avaloq’s cli-
ents include private banks, wealth 
managers and investment manag-
ers, as well as retail banks. Av-
aloq develops software that can be 
deployed fl exibly through cloud-
based software as a service (SaaS) 
or on-premises and offers Banking 
Operations outsourcing through 
its business process as a service 
(BPaaS) model. Avaloq is a subsid-
iary of NEC Corporation, a global 
leader in the integration of IT and 
network technologies.

This partnership marks a signifi -
cant upgrade in InvestGB’s digital 

wealth and investment management 
capabilities, providing clients with 
a more streamlined and sophisti-
cated service. InvestGB will adopt 
Avaloq’s advanced cloud platform, 
which is anticipated to revolution-
ize its core wealth management 
systems.

The Avaloq platform will unify 
all of InvestGB’s systems and data 
into a single infrastructure, enhanc-
ing service for both InvestGB’s and 
Gulf Bank’s clients. It provides ben-
efi ts such as intuitive portfolio visu-
alization, increased transparency 
with advanced self-service features, 
and the latest security measures, 
making investments more effi cient 
and secure.

Additionally, the platform will 
enable Invest GB to streamline its operations with specialized mod-

ules for investment consulting, fund 
management, and portfolio manage-
ment, thereby increasing effi ciency. 
Avaloq’s solutions, especially RM 

Workplace, will integrate client data 
into a unifi ed view, automate tasks 
such as portfolio rebalancing and 
investment proposals, and allow re-
lationship managers to concentrate 
on personalized client interactions.

Furthermore, InvestGB’s regulato-
ry and compliance checks, including 
robust Know Your Client (KYC) pro-
cesses, will be fully integrated into the 
platform, reinforcing the company’s 
risk management framework.

Mr. Hani AlAwadi, Chief Ex-
ecutive Offi cer at InvestGB, com-
mented: “Our strategic partnership 
with Avaloq aligns perfectly with 
our commitment to innovation and 
our mission to deliver long-term 
value to our clients.By leveraging 
Avaloq’s advancedtechnology, we 
are enhancing our digital transfor-

mation in wealth management, fos-
tering growth through innovation, 
and positioning ourselves to address 
the evolving needs of our high-net-
worth and corporate clients.”

Mr. Akash Anand, Regional Di-
rector and Head of Middle East and 
Africa at Avaloq, remarked: “We are 
excited to partner with InvestGB as 
our fi rst client in Kuwait. With Av-
aloq’s expertise, we are dedicated to 
delivering exceptional value in wealth 
management. We look forward to 
supporting InvestGB in transforming 
the investment and wealth manage-
ment sector in the region.”

InvestGB is a Kuwaiti closed joint-
stock company with a capital of KD 
10 million. It provides a wide range 
of services in wealth and asset man-
agement, investment, and advisory 
services for high-net-worth individu-
als and institutional investors. The 
company is committed to preserving, 
growing, and diversifying its clients’ 
wealth while maintaining the highest 
ethical standards, supported by a team 
of experienced investment and asset 
management professionals.

Partnership aims at elevating digital wealth and investment management

Hani AlAwadhi 

InvestGB logo Avaloq logo

Hani AlAwadhi:
■ “Our strategic partnership 

with Avaloq aligns perfectly 
with our commitment to in-
novation and our mission to 
deliver long-term value to 
our clients.”

Akash Anand:
■  “We are excited to partner 

with InvestGB as our fi rst 
client in Kuwait.”

Soaring costs push US homes
out of reach for most buyers

Trend aligns with a June report from Harvard

LOS ANGELES, Sept 23, 
(Xinhua): With the gap 
between income levels and 
housing costs continually 
widening, the U.S. hous-
ing market has become 
increasingly unaffordable 
for homebuyers across all 
income levels, a trend ex-
perts say has accelerated 
since the pandemic.

Housing affordability in the 
United States hit a record low last 
year, the worst since 1989 when 
data collection began. Soaring 
mortgage rates, which averaged 
seven percent in 2023, have wors-
ened the situation, according to the 
latest data from the National Asso-
ciation of Realtors (NAR).

The NAR’s Housing Affordability 
Index (HAI) for July 2024 dropped 
below 100 at the national level, 
indicating that the typical American 
family now earns less than what is 
needed to afford a median-priced 
home, Nadia Evangelou, NAR’s 
senior economist and director of 
real estate research, said in a recent 
mid-September analysis. The index 
has been staying underwater for 
four consecutive months.

Regionally, the U.S. West was 
the least affordable with an index of 
69.1, followed by the Northeast at 
87.9, while the Midwest remained 
the most affordable at 122.3, NAR’s 
July data showed.

The COVID-19 pandemic, which 
began in early 2020, has exacerbat-
ed this affordability crisis. In 2019, 
59.2 percent of households could 
afford a median-priced home, but 
by 2024, that figure had plummeted 
to 32.6 percent.

Renters are faring even worse, 
with affordability rates dropping 
from 41.7 percent in 2019 to just 
17.2 percent in 2024, Evangelou’s 
analysis revealed.

In April, Montana and Idaho sur-
passed California as the most unaf-
fordable states for local homebuy-
ers, with Hawaii and Oregon round-
ing out the top five, according to the 
NAR’s Affordability Distribution 
Score. This score, which assesses 
affordability across various income 
levels -- not just median incomes -- 
analyzes data from all U.S. states 
and the 100 largest metropolitan 
areas. A score of one indicates 
homes on the market are affordable 
to households in proportion to their 
income levels, while zero means no 
household can afford any homes on 
the market.

Since April 2022, all U.S. states 
have scored below one, with 
Montana at the bottom with a score 
of 0.38 and Iowa topping the list 
with 0.89.

At the metro level, Los Angeles-
Long Beach leads as the least afford-
able metro area with a score of just 
0.28, followed by other Southern 
California regions: Oxnard-

Key US rate decisions helped

Asian stocks mostly up

Europe drives ‘electrifi cation’
goals for commercial vehicles

HONG KONG, Sept 23, (AP): Asian 
stocks were mostly higher on Monday, 
supported by key rate decisions last 
week from the U.S. Federal Reserve, 
Japan, China and Britain.

U.S. futures and oil prices were 
higher. 

Chinese stocks got a lift after the 
central bank lowered its 14-day reverse 
repurchase rate to 1.85% from 1.95% 
on Monday after opting to keep key 
lending rates unchanged last week. 
Markets had been anticipating a cut. 

The Hang Seng in Hong Kong edged 
0.1% higher to 18,281.74 and the 
Shanghai Composite index added 0.5% 
to 2,748.99.

Markets in Japan were closed on 
Monday for a public holiday. 

Japan’s monetary policy remained 
in the spotlight after the Bank of Japan 
announced on Friday that it would keep 
its benchmark rate unchanged at 0.25%.

That weakened the Japanese yen, 
which tumbled back from last week’s 
peak of around 140 to the U.S. dollar. 
The dollar was trading at 143.98 yen on 
Monday.

Elsewhere, Australia’s S&P/ASX 
200 lost 0.7% to 8,152.90. The Reserve 
Bank of Australia begins a two-day 
policy meeting on Monday. 

South Korea’s Kospi climbed 0.3% 
to close at 2,602.02.

On Friday, the S&P 500 slipped 
0.2% from its record, closing at 
5,702.55. The Nasdaq composite fell 
0.4% 17,948.32. The Dow Jones In-
dustrial Average, meanwhile, added 
0.1% to close at another record high, 

at 42,063.36.
Last week the Fed cut its main inter-

est rate  for the fi rst time in more than 
four years, with more likely to come, 
ending a long run where it kept that 
rate at a two-decade high in hopes of 
slowing the U.S. economy enough to 
stamp out high infl ation. Infl ation has 
subsided from its peak two summers 
ago and Chair Jerome Powell said the 
Fed can focus more on keeping the job 
market solid  and the economy out of 
a recession.

The Fed is still under pressure be-
cause hiring has begun to slow under 
the weight of higher interest rates. 
Some critics say the central bank wait-
ed too long to cut rates and may have 
damaged the economy.

Critics also say the U.S. stock mar-
ket may be running too hot on the be-
lief the Federal Reserve will pull off 
what seemed nearly impossible earlier: 
getting infl ation down to 2% without 
creating a recession.

Last week, also, the Bank of Eng-
land kept its main interest rate on hold 
at 5% in the wake of the Fed’s move.

This week will bring preliminary re-
ports on U.S. business activity, the fi nal 
revision for how quickly the economy 
grew during the spring and an update 
on spending by U.S. consumers.

In other dealings early Monday, U.S. 
benchmark crude oil rose 44 cents to 
$71.44 per barrel. Brent crude, the in-
ternational standard, added 42 cents to 
$74.91 per barrel.

The euro edged lower to $1.1158 
from $1.1162.

HANNOVER, Germany, Sept 23, (Xin-
hua): The electrifi cation of Europe’s 
commercial vehicle fl eet has emerged 
as a key focus at the ongoing Hannover 
motor show, underscoring the automo-
tive industry’s accelerating push toward 
zero-emission transportation.

The International Motor Show (IAA) 
Transportation 2024, one of the world’s 
leading commercial vehicle events, 
drew nearly 1,700 exhibitors from more 
than 40 countries and regions.

The event brings together leading 
fi gures in the commercial vehicle sec-
tor to explore sustainable transport and 
logistics solutions, with a strong em-
phasis on achieving carbon neutrality.

Major European manufacturers 
highlighted the commercial vehicle’s 
growing shift towards electrifi cation by 
showcasing new electric truck models 
at the event.

Daimler Truck presented the “eAc-
tros 600”, an electric truck with a 
range of up to 500 kilometers on a 
single charge, while MAN Truck 
& Bus introduced a light-duty elec-
tric truck capable of covering over 
230 kilometers, with fast charging 
achievable in just 30 minutes.

Despite these innovations, diesel 
trucks still dominate European com-
mercial vehicle market, accounting for 
95.7 percent of new truck registrations 
in 2023. Electric trucks, though mak-
ing up just 1.5 percent, have seen a no-
table rise from 0.8 percent the previous 
year, underscoring the sector’s gradual 
transition toward electrifi cation, ac-
cording to the European Automobile 
Manufacturers’ Association (ACEA).

“Electric trucks are starting to show 
a clear advantage in total cost of own-
ership,” said one expert. “Lower toll 
fees, cheaper electricity, and reduced 
maintenance costs make them a more 
attractive option, especially for certain 
transport applications.”

Markus Heyn, member of the Bosch 
board of management and chairman 
of the Mobility business sector, said 
Bosch sees signifi cant opportunities 
in the shift to electric powertrains and 
plans to restructure its commercial ve-
hicle operations to capitalize on this 
trend.

The push for electric trucks comes 
amid increasing regulatory pressure. 
The European Parliament has man-
dated a 45 percent reduction in CO2 
emissions from new heavy-duty trucks 
and buses by 2030, compared to 2019 
levels. However, automakers caution 
that the transition will require signifi -
cant improvements in charging infra-
structure.

Christian Levin, CEO of Traton 
Group, a Volkswagen subsidiary, 
emphasized that the lack of adequate 
charging infrastructure remains a sig-
nifi cant hurdle. He also pointed out the 
challenges of securing necessary per-
mits, ensuring a stable supply of green 
electricity, and addressing pricing is-
sues. According to Levin, all these fac-
tors must come together to ensure the 
long-term sustainability of electrifi ca-
tion.

German Transport Minister Volker 
Wissing, speaking at the motor show’s 
opening, underscored the critical need 
for a robust charging network to facili-
tate the transition to electric vehicles.

Wissing outlined plans to establish 
350 charging parks and 4,200 fast-
charging points across Germany in the 
coming years, with the goal of electri-
fying one-third of the country’s road 
freight by 2030.

Daimler Truck, Traton, and Volvo 
have formed the joint venture Milence 
to address infrastructure concerns, an-
nouncing a plan to establish 70 charg-
ing hubs and over 570 high-power 
charging points across 10 European 
countries. 

Menzies Aviation new cargo facility MPM.

New cargo facility established in Maputo

Menzies expands presence in Africa
KUWAIT CITY, Sept 23: Men-
zies Aviation, the leading service 
partner to the world’s airports 
and airlines, has announced the 
offi cial opening of its new cargo 
facility at Maputo International 
Airport (MPM) in Mozambique.

The state-of-the-art facility 
means that Menzies can now 
handle cargo at MPM, increas-
ing Mozambique’s freight capac-
ity. This represents a signifi cant 
expansion in Menzies’ footprint 
across East Africa, with the 
company’s regional customer 
portfolio set to increase over the 
coming months and years. 

Boasting high-end facilities 
and cutting-edge technology, 
the new cargo warehouse ena-
bles Menzies to offer high qual-

ity, effi cient and safe services 
to airlines, including launch 
customers Airlink and Qatar Air-
ways.

The warehouse was offi cially 
opened at a ribbon cutting cer-
emony on Thursday 5 Septem-
ber, where Menzies’ Senior Vice 
President Cargo (MEAA), AlA-
nood AlSuwaidi, was joined by 
representatives from Aeroportos 
de Moçambique, E.P., the Civil 
Aviation Institute, Customs of 
Mozambique and airline part-
ners.

Menzies Aviation has been op-
erational at Maputo International 
Airport since 2018, operating as 
National Aviation Services until 
2022. It launched two exclusive, 
contemporary lounges at the air-

port’s international and domestic 
terminals and later expanded its 
portfolio to deliver comprehen-
sive Meet and Assist and ground 
handling services at the busiest 
airport in Mozambique in 2019. 

AlAnood AlSuwaidi, Senior 
Vice President Cargo (MEAA), 
Menzies Aviation, said: “We’re 
thrilled to cut the ribbon on our 
new cargo warehouse in Mo-
zambique. This cutting-edge 
facility will allow us to provide 
best in class services to our air-
line customers while supporting 
East Africa’s air cargo sector. 
This represents the next exciting 
step in Menzies’ cargo expan-
sion strategy, which has seen us 
expand our footprint right across 
the globe.”

Thousand Oaks-Ventura (0.31) and 
San Diego-Carlsbad (0.32).

Despite its reputation for a high 
cost of living, the New York-
Newark metropolitan area fared 
somewhat better, with a score of 
0.4.

Housing costs in California have 
long been higher than the national 
average. In recent years, these costs 
have grown substantially, in some 
areas, growing at historically rapid 
rates.

A report from the California 
Legislative Analyst’s Office last 
month highlighted that homes in the 

state are now roughly twice as 
expensive as the typical U.S. home. 
Since 2020, the combined impact of 
rising home prices and mortgage 
rates has made homeownership in 
California increasingly unafford-
able, with housing costs far outpac-
ing wage growth.

This trend aligns with a June 
report from Harvard University’s 
Joint Center for Housing Studies, 
which found that home prices 
nationwide had risen by 47 percent 
since pre-pandemic levels, impact-
ing 97 of the top 100 housing mar-
kets by early 2024.

Several factors contribute to this 
worsening affordability situation. 
Beginning in 2022, as the Federal 
Reserve increased interest rates, 
mortgage rates became the primary 
driver of rising costs.

Additionally, a significant hous-
ing shortage, a result of years of 
under-construction since 2008, has 
further driven up prices.

“High mortgage interest rates and 
continually increasing home prices 
have pushed homeownership further 
out of reach for millions of potential 
buyers in 2024,” Harvard research-
ers noted.
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Photos during the event.

Photos during the event.

Dr. Jaylan praises NBK-Egypt’s support for medical care

NBK-Egypt inks 4th cooperation protocol with 
Baheya Foundation for breast cancer support

As part of its commitment to supporting human capital

Kuwait Finance House honors outstanding employees at semi-annual Qadha ceremony
KUWAIT CITY, Sept 23: As part of its 
ongoing commitment to supporting its 
human capital, Kuwait Finance House 
(KFH) celebrated its distinguished em-
ployees for the fi rst half of 2024 under 
the Qadha program. The ceremony, held 
at the Four Seasons Hotel, was attended 
by KFH’s executive management, rep-
resented by Acting Group CEO Abdul-
wahab Iesa Al Rushood and KFH-Ku-
wait CEO Khaled Yousef AlShamlan.

Since the program launch, Qadha has 
continuously awarded outstanding em-
ployees. As the umbrella of all other rec-
ognition initiatives, Qadha has recently 
received Brandon Hall’s Gold Medal in 
the “Best Advance in Employee Recog-
nition Program” in the world.

Qadha program is the fi rst of its kind 
in the banking sector in Kuwait. Its se-
lection process is based on precise cri-
teria and global studies of performance 
evaluation, in addition to world-class 
professional aspects. The program cov-
ers all departments and is designed to 
reward employees for their distinctive 
hard work on monthly, quarterly, or an-
nual bases.

In his speech, Acting Group Chief 
Executive Offi cer, Abdulwahab Iesa Al 
Rushood, congratulated the honorees 
for their well-deserved recognition, ac-
knowledging their efforts in the fi rst half 

of the year, which signifi cantly contrib-
uted to KFH’s strong performance and 
outstanding results. 

He said: “We would like to seize 
this opportunity to extend our con-
gratulations once again to you and the 
entire KFH family for the successful 
operations integration with the formerly 
AUBK. I express my sincere gratitude to 
everyone involved in this achievement 
as we embark on a new chapter fi lled 
with continued success and milestones. 
This merger will undoubtedly enhance 
the KFH’s leadership in the global Is-
lamic banking sector and will bring us 
closer to our goal of being among the 
world’s top 100 banks.”

Al Rushood added: “At KFH, we are 
deeply committed to nurturing our hu-
man capital and recognizing exceptional 

talent through the Qadha program. 
Our ongoing pursuit of excellence and 
leadership in Islamic banking places a 
signifi cant responsibility on all of us to 
maintain our success across all levels. 
We remain focused on enhancing our 
services and banking solutions to offer 
our customers an innovative, seamless 
experience.”

He went on to say: “Today, KFH 
is leading an advanced phase marked 
by several key elements, most notably 
the creative talents like yourselves, the 
exceptional fi nancial indicators, the 
increased market share, and enhanced 
competitive capabilities. The recent 
merger adds a signifi cant positive di-
mension to this phase, presenting us all 
with a historic opportunity to evolve and 
grow together, positioning us to lead Is-
lamic fi nance in Kuwait, the region, and 
the world.”

Al Rushood concluded: “Following 
KFH’s successful acquisition of AUBK 
and the commencement of a new phase 
focused on maintaining growth, advanc-
ing business development, and improv-
ing operational effi ciency, we look for-
ward to your continued dedication and 
loyalty. We trust that you will uphold 
the same spirit of commitment to this 
esteemed fi nancial institution, of which 
we are proud to be a part.”

Al Rushoud: 
■ KFH is dedicated to fos-
tering a talented workforce 
to maintain its global lead-
ership in Islamic banking
■ We congratulate the KFH 
family on the successful 
integration of KFH-AUB op-
erations 

Recognizing the winner of the Zain Award for Creativity.

Company supports fourth ‘Kuwait Codes’ program

Zain celebrates next generation of Kuwait’s tech leaders

Profit-free Musawama financing with 5-year repayment plan

KIB launches exclusive financing for new Cadillac models

KUWAIT CITY, Sept 23: For the third 
year running, Zain joined the gradu-
ation ceremony held to celebrate the 
students who successfully participated 
in the Kuwait Codes program in strate-
gic collaboration with CODED Acad-
emy. This initiative, considered the 
best of its kind nationwide, continues 
to write new success stories as it em-
powers thousands of aspiring young 
coders, preparing them to be the next 
generation of Kuwait’s tech leaders.  

The closing ceremony featured a spe-
cial exhibition where students showcased 
the projects they worked on throughout 
the season. Afterwards, the company 
presented the ‘Zain Award for Creativity’ 
in recognition of student excellence. The 
ceremony also witnessed the recognition 
of all the students who successfully en-
rolled in the fourth season.

Many of Zain’s corporate sustain-
ability initiatives center around youth 
and education development. As digi-
tal capacities are gaining accelerating 
signifi cance in the future of education 
and the economy, the company has put 
the development of programming and 

other digital competencies at the fore-
front of its priorities. Zain’s continued 
support to Kuwait Codes falls under 
the umbrella of this strategy. 

Through a wide range of programs 
and initiatives, Zain commits to up-
skilling local talents with the skills re-
quired by today’s markets, like coding, 
cybersecurity, AI, digital transforma-
tion applications, and more. ‘Kuwait 
Codes’ has at its core the development 
of many of these skillsets. 

During the fourth season, Zain 
hosted at its headquarters in Shuwaikh 
a special event for the program’s par-
ticipants, where students formed two 
teams to answer exciting questions and 
join engaging activities. The gathering 
aimed at developing the students’ crea-
tive and critical thinking skills while 
also fostering a teamwork spirit. These 
interpersonal skillsets are as important 
as the technical and digital skills that 
are the main focus of Kuwait Codes. 

Kuwait Codes is the top initiative 
of its kind in Kuwait, and it continues 
its mission to create a technically ad-
vanced generation by offering the op-

portunity for high school students from 
private and public schools to learn and 
develop programming skills in several 
main streams.

These streams include website design, 
Python programming, video game de-
velopment, and smartphone app devel-
opment using Flutter. This year, AI and 
cybersecurity were also added as main 
streams due to their signifi cant roles in 
emerging technologies.

Zain is proud to be one of the main 
strategic partners of CODED through-
out the years, a partnership that has 
contributed to empowering thousands 
of young programmers and develop-
ers in the local market. The company 
continues to renew this support to con-
tribute to fostering the digital leaders 
of Kuwait’s tomorrow.  

As a leading digital service pro-
vider, Zain always seeks to reach new 
levels of excellence with its customers 
through offering the best innovative 
services, meeting their needs and aspi-
rations, as well as supporting programs 
and initiatives that embrace tech inno-
vation and aim at developing it.

KUWAIT CITY, Sept 23: Kuwait International Bank 
(KIB) has announced an exclusive fi nancing offer on the 
latest Cadillac models. The offer includes profi t-free Mu-
sawama fi nancing with a fi ve-year repayment period, a 
fi ve-year or 100,000 km warranty, and free maintenance 
for fi ve years or 100,000 km, subject to the terms and 
conditions of the offer. This initiative refl ects the Bank’s 
commitment to meeting the needs and aspirations of its 
customers and complements KIB’s efforts to provide top-
level fi nancing offers that ensure customer comfort and 
well-being. It also underscores KIB’s continuous effort 
to enhance its partnership with the local Cadillac dealer, 
Alghanim Motors Company.

On the occasion of launching this 
special offer, Head of the Central 
Sales Unit - Retail at KIB, Ab-
dulaziz Al-Shammari, said: “We 
take pride in continuing to offer our 
customers the most competitive car 
fi nancing deals while strengthening 
our positive partnerships with local 
dealers, particularly Alghanim Mo-
tors. We are confi dent that this of-
fer, tailored for car enthusiasts who 
appreciate unique specifi cations, 

will appeal to a broad range of both 
KIB customers and non-customers 

alike.” He also highlighted the signifi cant role the Bank 
plays in this sector and the notable success achieved 
through such offers, characterized by competitive rates 
and coverage of a wide variety of modern vehicles.

It is worth noting that KIB offers its customers a more 
effi cient and fl exible shopping experience by enabling 
them to request and track fi nancing easily and comfort-
ably. The Bank provides fl exible fi nancing ranging from 
KD 300 to KD 25,000, payable over three to 60 months, 

without the need for salary transfer. This makes KIB the 
ideal choice for a wide range of customers and non-cus-
tomers, both citizens and residents alike.

Under its main slogan, “Bank for Life,” KIB continues its 
diligent efforts to develop its diverse banking and fi nancing 
services and products. These efforts ensure the availabil-
ity of the best solutions, facilities, and offers that meet the 
various requirements and needs of its customers, especially 
when it comes to fulfi lling their desire to acquire the latest 
car models, particularly Cadillac vehicles.

CAIRO, Sept 23: NBK-Egypt signed a 
cooperation protocol for the fourth time 
with Baheya Foundation for Early De-
tection and Treatment of Breast Cancer, 
to provide equipment for the new Ba-
heya Hospital’s Branch in Sheikh Zayed 
City, in continuation of the bank’s ongo-
ing support extended to the Foundation 
since 2018.

The agreement was signed by Mr. 
Walid El-Seyoufi , Deputy Managing 
Director at NBK - Egypt, and Dr. Jaylan 
Ahmed, CEO of Baheya Foundation, in 
the presence of Mr. Karim Kamal,Head 
of Support Functions, Sustainability 
and Sustainable Finance at NBK-E, and 
Mrs. Noran Abdul-Rahman, Head of 
CSR Unit, along with members of the 
executive management from both sides.

On this occasion, Mr. Walid El-Sey-
oufi  said: “We always seek to strengthen 
our leading role in social responsibility 
as one of our pillars to achieve sustain-
able development, by maximizing our 
contributions to support and develop 
the health system all over Egypt. This 

aligns withEgypt Vision 2030 which 
incorporates in its goals improving the 
quality of healthcare services provided 
to citizens.”

“NBK-Egypt aims to support the 
State’s endeavors to achieve the goals of 
Egypt’s Strategic Vision 2030, which in-
cludes improving healthcare services by 
supporting the infrastructure of health-
care sector institutions and providing 
quality medical services to all sectors of 
society,” El-Seyoufi  mentioned.

“NBK-Egypt has a long record of 
humanitarian and social initiatives, as 
it always seeks to foster a culture of 
community service and enhance social 
responsibility awareness, an approach 
that the bank has always followed and 
promoted,” he added.

He noted that the bank has long-
standing solid relationships with many 
institutions operating in Egypt across 
all sectors, whether in the government 
or private sector, with which it cooper-
ates to improve the effi ciency of these 
sectors, including the healthcare sector, 

which helps build a strong, healthy and 
productive society.

For her part, Dr. Jaylan Ahmed, CEO 
of Baheya Hospital, expressed her ap-
preciation for the great support provided 
by NBK-Egypt to provide equipment 
for the new Baheya Hospital, which 
benefi ts all sectors of society, hoping to 
continue cooperation with a leading and 
prestigious brand like NBK to provide 
high-quality medical care services to 
citizens.”

Similarly, NBK-Egypt is always 
keen to organize various events to 
support the healthcare sector, includ-
ing blood donation drives, awareness 
workshops for disease prevention, 
distribution of medical products, in 
addition to partnerships and protocols 
with many institutions and healthcare 
centers to provide them with advanced 
equipment.

NBK-Egypt currently has a network 
of 53 branches with strategic locations 
across the different governorates and 
cities.

Al-Shammari Financing offer on Cadillac Alghanim Automotive.
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This image released by Netfl ix shows Natasha Lyonne, from left, Elizabeth Olsen, and Carrie Coon in a scene from ‘His Three Daughters.’ (AP)

Show revives fond memories for older Iranians

US classic ‘Johnny Dollar’ returns to Iranian airwaves
TEHRAN, Iran, Sept 23, (AP): While tensions remain high between the 
US and Iran, there’s at least one American that state radio in Tehran invites 
on the air each week for its millions of listeners. It’s just that he’s a fi ctional 
insurance fraud detective who’s been on the case since 1949.

“Yours Truly, Johnny Dollar,” a radio program created by CBS that 
later found a devoted listenership in Iran for a Farsi-language version 
under Shah Mohammad Reza Pahlavi in the 1960s, has returned to 
Iranian radio. 

It’s not clear why exactly the network controlled by hard-liners have 
decided to bring back “the man with the action-packed expense ac-
count,” but his reappearance harkens back to an era when Iran and the 
US enjoyed incredibly close relations. 

And the newly produced episodes introduce younger generations to 
a character that many older Iranians still have a decades-old fondness 
for, their ears perking up with show’s signature start with three gun-
shots and Johnny Dollar answering a ringing phone with its title. 

“It is amazing, it reminds me of the ‘60s and ’70s, when I listened to 
the episodes with my parents through a vacuum tube radio,” said Ma-
soud Kouchaki, 73. “We did not have any worries except for guessing 
how Johnny Dollar would fi nd the murderer.” 

The original CBS radio show ran from 1949 until 1962 and focused 
on the cases of Johnny Dollar, an investigator from Hartford, Connecti-
cut. The serial relied on the investigator’s expenses account entries - 
like “$10 deposit on the car I rented” or “one dollar, one drink for me” 
- to propel the story forward as Dollar interviewed witnesses and sus-
pects in the transatlantic accent common to detective stories of the era. 

“CBS steadfastly resisted moving it to television when television 

was peeling off lots of radio programing, lots of radio content, lots of 
radio actors,” said John F. Barber, a professor in the digital technology 
and culture program at Washington State University Vancouver and 
expert on “Johnny Dollar” and other radio dramas of the era. 

“They took a gamble that radio drama would continue to attract au-
diences. ... It does come at the end of the golden age of radio, before 
television became the primary entertainment source in America.”

Modernize
For Iranians, state radio fi rst went on the air in 1940, part of the ef-

forts by then-ruler Reza Shah to rapidly modernize the country. His 
son, Shah Mohammad Reza Pahlavi, took over in 1941, and for several 
decades radio remained the key media consumed in his growing coun-
try, with the number of stations few and all state-controlled. 

Iran’s version of “Yours Truly, Johnny Dollar” dropped the expense 
account format but kept the noir-light vibe, dramatic music and US 
location. Instead, the shows would end with Iranian state radio inviting 
the public to write in to explain what clue gave away the guilty party, 
with those getting it right having a chance to win a prize. 

Mostafa Nasiri, a 76-year-old retired engineer, remembered winning 
a watch as a teenager in 1966 for answering correctly. 

“It was a precious gift,” he wistfully recounted. “I got it from the of-
fi ce of the radio broadcaster, and I was publicly honored in the school 
for that. Some years later I sold it for some $70.”

After Iran’s 1979 Islamic Revolution, the country’s state radio and 
television broadcaster soon found itself controlled by hard-line ad-
herents to the country’s Shiite theocracy. Any program celebrating 

America found itself removed after the U.S. Embassy hostage crisis 
saw relations collapse. Tehran will celebrate the 45th anniversary of 
the takeover this November. 

In recent years, pirated Hollywood blockbusters have found their 
way on air in Iran’s state-controlled channels. However, hard-liners 
remain suspicious of Western shows, dismissing them as a “cultural in-
vasion” targeting Iran’s people. But many homes have illegal satellite 
dishes allowing them to watch channels abroad, while the internet and 
virtual private networks help Iranians circumvent censorship. 

That interest in the outside world likely would extend to a hard-
boiled American investigator as well.

“You’ve got some guy he’s out there, you know, buying drinks, tak-
ing cabs, doing all this wonderful stuff,” said John C. Abbott, who 
wrote a three-volume history of the U.S. “Johnny Dollar” series. “May-
be it was an escape.”

Despite that, Johnny Dollar seems to have passed the test, though 
the state-run Islamic Republic of Iran Broadcast hasn’t explained its 
reasoning for allowing it on air on its Radio Namayesh channel. Ayoub 
Aghakhani, the director of the newly produced episodes, told state TV 
that he decided to make the episodes based on available Farsi transla-
tions to “attract more audiences” to radio broadcasts. 

People have “heard about (Johnny Dollar) from either their father or 
grandfather,” Aghakhani reportedly said. “I learned that 20-, 30-year-
old students are familiar with the opening phrase.” 

So far, state radio has broadcast nine episodes and plans to air 17 
more. State radio offi cials did not respond to The Associated Press’ 
questions about the show, nor did CBS in New York.

LOS ANGELES: It’s a three-peat 
for “Beetlejuice Beetlejuice.”

The Tim Burton legacy 
sequel to his 1988 horror comedy 
topped the North American box 
offi ce charts for the third straight 
weekend with $26 million in 
ticket sales, according to studio 
estimates Sunday. 

It edged out the animated new 
release “Transformers: One,” 
which brought in $25 million. 
The Optimus Prime origin story 
from Paramount Pictures featuring 
the voices of Chris Hemsworth, 
Brian Tyree Henry and Scarlett 
Johansson earned $39 million 
globally. 

“Beetlejuice Beetlejuice,” a 
Warner Bros. release with Mi-
chael Keaton and Winona Ryder 
returning as stars, has earned more 
than $226 million domestically 
in its three weeks after a monster 
opening of $110 million - the third 
best of the year - and a second 
weekend of $51.6 million. It has 
now earned $329.8 million glob-
ally. 

Third place went to the James 
McAvoy horror “Speak No Evil,” 
which came in at $5.9 million in 
its second week for a total of $21.5 
million.

But for “Beetlejuice,” the box 
offi ce was in a quiet phase that is 
expected to break when “ Joker: 
Folie à Deux ” dances its way onto 
the big screen on Oct. 4. 

“September has been a bit of 
a sleepy month and with around 
47% of the revenue being gener-
ated by this single film,” said 
Paul Dergarabedian, the senior 
media analyst for Comscore. 
“Fortunately, October is on track 
to deliver interesting blockbust-
ers.”  (AP)

❑        ❑        ❑

LOS ANGELES: Comedian John 
Mulaney and actor Olivia Munn 
now have a second child, a daugh-
ter named Méi June Mulaney. 

Munn said in an Instagram post 
Sunday that the girl was born via a 
surrogate on Thursday. 

“I had so many profound emo-
tions about not being able to carry 
my daughter,” Munn said in the 
post that included a photo of the 
parents and baby together on a 

hospital bed. “When I fi rst met 
our gestational surrogate we spoke 
mother to mother. She showed me 
so much grace and understand-
ing, I knew I had found a real-life 
angel. Words cannot express my 
gratitude that she kept our baby 
safe for 9 months and made our 
dreams come true.”

Munn added that “Méi (pro-

nounced may) means plum in 
Chinese.” 

Mulaney, 42, and Munn, 44, 
who also share a 2-year-old son, 
married in July. (AP)

❑        ❑        ❑

XINING: An ancient rock painting 
site has been discovered in the 
Tongtian River basin in the source 

area of the Yangtze River in north-
west China’s Qinghai Province, 
according to local authorities.

The site is located on a cliff 
at an altitude of 4,094 meters in 
Chumarle County in the prov-
ince’s Yushu Tibetan Autonomous 
Prefecture. The rock paintings of 
the site feature nomadic style of 
life on the grasslands in northern 

China, according to Jamyang Ny-
ima, head of the Yushu research 
institute of history and culture.

The new discovery will provide 
important evidence for studying 
the culture at the source of the 
Yangtze River, Jamyang Nyima 
said, adding that the date of the 
site has not yet been determined. 
(Xinhua)
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Sisters bond over their father’s last days

‘His Three Daughters’ riveting drama
By Lindsey Bahr

Death isn’t like it is in the movies, a character 
explains in “His Three Daughters.” Elizabeth 

Olsen’s Christina is telling her sisters, Katie (Carrie 
Coon) and Rachel (Natasha Lyonne), a story about 
their father, who became particularly agitated one 
evening while watching a movie on television in the 
aftermath of his wife’s passing.

It’s not exactly a fun memory, or present, for any 
of them. This is, after all, also a movie about death.

The three women have gathered in their father’s 
small New York apartment for his fi nal days. He’s 
barely conscious, confi ned to a room that they take 
shifts monitoring as they wait out this agonizingly 
unspecifi c clock. But even absent the stresses of 
hospice, tensions would be high for Christina, Ka-
tie and Rachel, estranged and almost strangers who 
are about to lose the one thread still binding them. 
Taken together, it’s a pressure cooker and a wonder-
ful showcase for three talented actors.

Writer-director Azazel Jacobs has scripted and 
fi lmed “His Three Daughters,” streaming on Netfl ix, 
like a play. The dialogue often sounds more scripted 
than conversational (except for Lyonne, who makes 
everything sound her own); the locations are con-
fi ned essentially to a handful of rooms in the apart-
ment, with the communal courtyard providing the 
tiniest bit of breathing room.

Jacobs drops the audience into the middle of 
things, dolling out background and information 
slowly and purposefully. Coon’s Katie gets the fi rst 
word, a monologue really, about the state of things 
as she sees it and how this is going to work. She’s 
the eldest, a type-A ball of anxiety, the mother of a 
diffi cult teenage daughter and the type of person who 
can barely conceal either disappointment or deep re-

sentment. Katie also lives in Brooklyn, not far from 
her father, but rarely ever visited. Caretaking duties 
were left to Lyonne’s Rachel, an unemployed stoner 
who never left home, likes to bet on football games 
and is poised to inherit the apartment - to the not-
so-subtle resentment of her sisters. The youngest is 
Christina, a head-in-the-clouds, confl ict averse yogi 
and Grateful Dead follower who lives across the 
country and has had to leave her 3-year-old for the 
fi rst time.

Jacobs is unafraid of allowing both drama and 
humor to coexist, to seep into moments unexpect-
edly. There is an undeniable absurdity to the act of 
writing an obituary for a loved one in a fraught time 
like hospice that actually captures a life and a person 
and doesn’t sound like a laundry list of biographical 
facts and positive attributes. Add to that the fact that 
Katie is also frantically trying to get a medical pro-
fessional to the apartment to witness a DNR order. 
The women are torn in premature grief, wanting him 
to stay alive but also go quickly.

Mysterious
They’re all richly drawn and perfectly mysteri-

ous too, even to themselves; Jacobs too smart and 
attuned to how humans are to give anyone a sim-
ple, straightforward explanation. Everyone is mak-
ing assumptions about others - many of them are 
wrong, or, at the very least misguided. Coon, with 
her booming, theatrical voice, is particularly suited 
playing this slightly terrifying, massively judgmen-
tal perfectionist. Lyonne, so good at cool defl ection, 
gets to use that otherworldliness to hit a different 
kind of note: quiet heartbreak. And Olsen, playing 
a character, really shines in her non-verbal choices: 
A reaction, a moment alone that she doesn’t know 
is being observed. It won’t be surprising if any or 

all get some recognition this awards season (unfor-
tunately in a system that is uniquely ill-equipped to 
fete small ensembles with three leads).

There are some movies that die quiet deaths on 
streaming-fi rst (this did receive a bit of a theatrical 
run), but “His Three Daughters” is one that seems 
right on Netfl ix just for its ability to reach a larg-
er audience than it would stand a chance to at the 
multiplex. It’s never not riveting watching it all un-
fold, even with the temptation of the phone nearby. 
Whether you make it a solo viewing experience or 
a group one might have everything to do with your 
own relationship with family members.

And to that initial indictment about movies not 
getting death right? It’s still probably true. But mov-
ies like “His Three Daughters” might help us all 
make a little bit more sense of the inevitable.

“His Three Daughters,” a Netfl ix release currently 
streaming is rated R by the Motion Picture Associa-
tion for “language and drug use.” Running time: 101 
minutes. Three and a half stars out of four.

Also:
Some Pixar fans have quibbled in the past when 

the digital animation studio has leaned too hard into 
sequels. But the box offi ce for “Inside Out 2” is hard 
to refute. With nearly $1.7 billion in ticket sales, it’s 
the year’s biggest box-offi ce hit. On Wednesday, 
“Inside Out 2” arrives on Disney+ to make one of 
the most anticipated streaming debuts of the year. In 
it, Riley has grown up a couple years but entered a 
new chapter in life: puberty, bringing with it a num-
ber of new emotions. In my review, I wrote that “the 
fi lmmakers of ‘Inside Out 2’ have managed again 
to fi lter complex psychological developments into 
a bright, entertaining head trip that in its fi nest mo-
ments packs an emotional wallop.” (AP)

Johansson Munn
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Memoir unveiled

JoJo fi nds her voice
again after 20 years
NEW YORK, Sept 23, (AP): Joanna Levesque shot 
to stardom at 13. Two decades later, “JoJo” - as 
she’s better known - has written a memoir and says 
the song responsible for her meteoric rise, “Leave 
(Get Out),” was foreign to her. In fact, she cried 
when her label told her they wanted to make it her 
first single.

Lyrics about a boy who treated her poorly were not 
relatable to the sixth grader who recorded the hit. And 
sonically, the pop sound was far away from the young 
prodigy’s R&B and hip-hop comfort zone.

“I think that’s where the initial seed of confusion 
was planted within me, where I was like, ‘Oh, you 
should trust other people over yourself because ... 

look at this. You trusted other 
people and look how big it 
paid off,’” she said in a recent 
interview with The Associated 
Press.

“Leave (Get Out)” went on 
to top the Billboard charts, 
making Levesque the youngest 
solo artist ever to have a No. 1 
hit.

“I grew to love it. But initial-
ly, I just didn’t get it,” she said.

Much of Levesque’s experi-
ence with young pop stardom 

was similarly unpredictable or tumultuous, and she 
details those feelings in her new memoir, “Over the 
Infl uence.”

With “Leave (Get Out)” and her several other com-
mercial hits like “Too Little Too Late” and “Baby It’s 
You,” Levesque’s formative years were spent in re-
cording studios and tour buses. Still, she had a strong 
resonance with teens and young people, and her raw 
talent grabbed the attention of music fans of all ages.

Records
“Sometimes, I don’t know what to say when people 

are like, ‘I grew up with you’ and I’m like, ‘We grew 
up together’ because I still am just a baby lady. But I 
feel really grateful to have this longevity and to still 
be here after all the crazy stuff that was going on,” 
she said.

Some of that “crazy stuff” Levesque is referring 
to is a years-long legal battle with her former record 
label. Blackground Records, which signed her as a 
12-year-old, stalled the release of her third album and 
slowed down the trajectory of her blazing career.

Levesque said she knows, despite the hurdles and 
roadblocks the label and its executives put in her path, 
they shaped “what JoJo is.”

“Even though there were things that were chaotic 
and frustrating and scary and not at all what I would 
have wanted to go through, I take the good and the 
bad,” she said. 

Levesque felt like the executives and team she 
worked with at the label were family, describing them 
as her “father fi gures and my uncles and my brothers.” 
“I love them, now, still, even though it didn’t work 
out,” she said.

With new music on the way, Levesque said she 
thinks the industry is headed in a direction that grants 
artists more freedom over their work and more of a 
voice in discussions about the direction of their ca-
reers. In 2018, she re-recorded her fi rst two albums, 
which were not made available on streaming, to regain 
control of the rights. Three years later, Taylor Swift 
started doing the same.

“Things are changing and it’s crumbling - the old 
way of doing things,” she said. “I think it’s great. The 
structure of major labels still offers a lot, but at what 
cost?”

As she looks forward to the next chapter of her 
already veteran-level career, Levesque said it’s “re-
freshing” for her to see a new generation of young 
women in music who are defying the standards she 
felt she had to follow when she was coming up.

“’You have to be nice. You have to be acceptable in 
these ways. You have to play these politics of polite-
ness.’ It’s just exhausting,” she said, “So many of us 
that grew up with that woven into the fabric of our 
beliefs burn out and crash and burn.”

It’s “healing” to see artists like Chappell Roan and 
Billie Eilish play by their own rules, she said.

In writing her memoir and tracing her life from the 
earliest childhood memories to today, Levesque said 
she’s “reclaiming ownership” over her life.

“My hope is that other people will read this, in my 
gross transparency sometimes in this book, and hope-
fully be inspired to carve their own path, whatever that 
looks like for them.”

Also:
NEW YORK: Two reports released Monday provide a 
mixed but compelling outlook on the wave of book 
removals and challenges as the annual Banned Books 
Week begins for schools, stores and libraries nation-
wide.

The American Library Association found a sub-
stantial drop in 2024 so far in complaints about books 
stocked in public, school and academic libraries, and 
in the number of books receiving objections. Mean-
while, PEN America is documenting an explosion in 
books being removed from school shelves in 2023-
24, tripling to more than 10,000 over the previous 
year. More than 8,000 were pulled just in Florida 
and Iowa, where laws restricting the content of books 
have been passed.

The two surveys don’t necessarily contradict each 
other.

The library association’s Offi ce for Intellectual 
Freedom has recorded 414 challenges over the fi rst 
eight months of 2024, with 1,128 different titles criti-
cized. Over the same time period last year, the offi ce 
tallied 695 cases, involving 1,915 books. The ALA re-
lies on media accounts and reports from librarians and 
has long acknowledged that many challenges may not 
be included, whether because librarians preemptively 
withhold a book that may be controversial or decline 
to even acquire it.

Challenges have surged to record highs over the 
past few years, and the 2024 totals so far still ex-
ceed the ALA’s numbers before 2020. Deborah 
Caldwell-Stone, who directs the association’s Of-
fice for Intellectual Freedom, also cautioned that 
the numbers predate the start of the fall school year, 
when laws that had been on hold in Iowa will again 
be in effect.

“Reports from Iowa are still coming in,” she said. 
“And we expect that to continue through the end of 
the year.”

The library association defi nes a “challenge” as 
a “formal, written complaint fi led with a library or 
school requesting that materials be removed because 
of content or appropriateness.” The ALA doesn’t keep 
a precise fi gure of how many books have actually been 
withdrawn.

JoJo

This image released by Disney shows Tom Ellis in a scene from ‘Tell Me Lies.’ (AP)

Showrunner Oppenheimer embraces the truth

‘Tell Me Lies’ explores unhealthy love
LOS ANGELES, Sept 23, (AP): 
Dramatizing toxic relationships can be 
tricky, just ask the fi lmmakers and cast 
of “It Ends With Us.” While the movie 
about a woman who falls in love with 
a man who abuses her has been a box 
offi ce success, it prompted discourse 
about whether it glorifi ed domestic 
violence. 

The Hulu series “Tell Me Lies,” 
now streaming its second season, is 
about an on again-off again relation-
ship between Lucy and Stephen (Grace 
Van Patten and Jackson White). Their 
relationship isn’t physically abusive, 
but it is unhealthy. 

Meaghan Oppenheimer, executive 
producer and showrunner, says she’s 
very mindful of respecting the weight 
of early relationships on a person’s 
life. She says at that age “you’re learn-
ing how to love and what love is.”

“This age is so important, and I think 
most people when they write about 
YA, they don’t take it seriously,” said 
Oppenheimer. “There’s sort of a fl ip-
pant aspect to some of it.”

In “Tell Me Lies,’’ she also wanted 
to tap into how people sometimes ro-
manticize unhealthy relationships with 
the justifi cation that the harder they 
are to maintain, the stronger the con-
nection.

“As you mature, hopefully you real-
ize that happiness is the most exciting 
thing. The back-and-forth relation-
ships, the on and off, they’re actually 
really boring because they follow the 
same cycle, and there’s never any ac-
tual growth,” she said.

We’ve all known someone like 
Lucy, have been Lucy, or even Ste-

phen, says Oppenheimer.
“We’ve all had that friend, and a lot 

of us have been that friend. It’s wild 
what we do to ourselves in pursuit of 
love and intimacy. We accept behavior 
and treatment that we would never ac-
cept in any other part of our life, and 
we can be the most hurtful.”

Van Patten says she “can totally 
relate” to Lucy’s clouded judgement 
when it comes to Stephen.

“I defi nitely relate to being really 
young and not knowing who I am and 
grasping and pretending I knew who I 
was and losing myself in certain situ-
ations that I thought were priorities at 
that time.”

Relationship
This season, Lucy and Stephen 

spend a lot of energy trying to make 
the other miserable. Van Patten and 
White are dating in real life, and Van 
Patten says the shift to their on-screen 
personas “was really fun.”

“(Lucy’s) anger is still a need to 
connect with him. It’s a way to still 
have Stephen in her life without being 
with him. I found it really interesting 
to act with (White) in those situations 
because there’s so much beyond what 
we had to say. It was almost kind of 
more how we were looking at each 
other and what we were saying in our 
heads as opposed to the lines that were 
written.”

Van Patten says they would apolo-
gize after a particularly cruel take.

“Before a scene we would be like, 
‘People do this? This is crazy.’ And 
then we both have to, like, get into it 
and justify our actions and do it. And 

then it’s like, ‘My God. I’m so sorry I 
had to just do that to you.’”

White says he and Van Patten 
“could just kind of fl ip whenever we 
needed to,” but don’t share as many 
scenes in season two.

The new season introduces another 
unhealthy relationship - Lucy’s friend 
Bree (Catherine Missal) and the hus-
band of a professor, played by Tom 
Ellis (“Lucifer”). Ellis is married to 
Oppenheimer.

“Someone pitched the idea of Tom, 
and I was like, ‘That’s crazy.’ Then 
I couldn’t get it out of my head. So 
I just asked him,” said Oppenheimer. 
“He was a little nervous but really 
excited. It’s darker territory than he’s 
played in before. I think by the end, it 
felt really heavy for him. It was hard 
for him to play a character that he 
couldn’t really forgive. I kept having 
to be like, ‘Be colder. Don’t smile so 
much.’”

Ellis says the role took its toll, but 
the couple’s baby daughter, Dolly, 
helped pull him out.

“There was no familiarity there for 
me at all. It left me feeling quite dark, 
actually, at the end of it,” he said. “I 
was really thankful for Dolly who was 
sort of an instant kind of release from 
the story that we were telling.”

When it comes to the characters, it’s 
more diffi cult to write Lucy than Ste-
phen, said Oppenheimer.

“Stephen is obviously very compli-
cated, but he moves in a straight line. 
He is completely focused on what he 
wants and everything he does serves a 
purpose to get that. Lucy doesn’t know 
what she wants.”

Television

Meaghan Oppenheimer, the creator 
and showrunner of the Hulu series 
‘Tell Me Lies,’ poses for a portrait at 
home, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in 

Los Angeles. (AP)

Borges Morris

MILAN: Milan designers wrapped up six 
days of runway womenswear previews with 
a gala award ceremony at Milan’s famed 
Teatro alla Scala to honor innovations in 
sustainability. 

The fi rst iteration of the awards was 
launched in 2017 in a bid to recognize 
green innovation in an industry long 
associated with excess, and better brand 
communication about steps they are taking 
to improve their carbon footprint. 

This week also marked the second edi-
tion of the Black Carpet Awards, honoring 
excellence among people of color living 
and working in Italy as a means of promot-
ing equity. 

British fashion designer Ib Kamara 
and Angolan supermodel Maria Borges 
handed out honors at the second edition of 
the Black Carpet Awards honoring contri-
butions of people of color working in Italy 
across a variety of sectors.

Honorees included shot-putter Dan-
ielle Madam, actor Alberto Malachino, 
Cinzia Adanna Ebonine, an educator 
who founded a platform to promote 
inclusive education, Justin Randolph 
Thompson, founder of Black History 
Month Florence, and Alice Edun, the 
founder of Italy’s first haircare brand for 
curly hair.  (AP)

❑     ❑     ❑

MIAMI GARDENS, Fla.: Eugene 
“Mercury” Morris, who starred for the 
unbeaten 1972 Miami Dolphins as part of a 
star-studded backfi eld and helped the team 
win two Super Bowl titles, has died, the 
team said Sunday.

Morris, a three-time Pro Bowl selection, 
was 77. In a statement, his family said his 
“talent and passion left an indelible mark 
on the sport.”

“Beyond the fi eld, Mercury was a 
devoted father, a loving brother, a loyal 

Variety

Kevin Bacon, (left), and Michael Bacon of The Bacon Brothers perform during 
Bourbon and Beyond music festival on Sunday, Sept. 22, at the Kentucky Expo-

sition Center in Louisville, Ky. (AP)

friend, and a pillar in the community,” his 
family wrote in the statement. “His pres-
ence extended far beyond football, as he 
touched the lives of many throughout his 
time in Miami.”

Morris was the starting halfback and 
one of three go-to runners that Dolphins 
coach Don Shula utilized in Miami’s 
back-to-back title seasons of 1972 and 
1973, alongside Pro Football Hall of 

Famer Larry Csonka and Jim Kiick. 
Morris led the Dolphins in rushing touch-
downs in both of those seasons, fi nishing 
with an NFL-best 12 in 1972 and then 10 
more in 1973. (AP)

❑     ❑     ❑

MACAO: As lights dimmed and anticipa-
tion fi lled the air, the curtain was raised 
at the Greater Bay Area Film Concert 
2024. On Sunday night, in China’s Macao 
Special Administrative Region (SAR), the 
audience enjoyed a feast of music and a 
dazzling stage.

The annual event, coinciding with the 
Mid-Autumn Festival, conveys Chinese 
traditions as well as cutting-edge art design. 
Since its inception in 2021, the concert has 
become a cultural nexus in Guangdong, 
Hong Kong, and Macao, fostering deeper 
connections among the dynamic communi-
ties.

Swedish musician Emilia Rydberg 
brought her hit song “Big Big World,” 
which resonated with lots of her fans in 
China. She told Xinhua that she was hon-
ored to perform in China and that the stage 
was “amazing.”

Rydberg noted that she has a mixed 
background and has traveled extensively, 
so she enjoys cross-cultural cooperation. 
“It would be a dream come true to col-
laborate with Chinese artists,” she said. 
(Xinhua)
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Floods and violence devastate communities

Cholera spreads in war-torn Sudan, killing at least 388
CAIRO, Sept 23, (AP): Cholera is spreading in war-torn 
Sudan, killing at least 388 people and sickening about 
13,000 others over the past two months, health authori-
ties said, as more than 17 months of fi ghting between 
the military and a notorious paramilitary group shows no 
sign of abating.

The disease is spreading in areas devastated by recent 
heavy rainfall and fl oods especially in eastern Sudan 
where millions of war displaced people sheltered.

The casualties from cholera included six dead and 
about 400 sickened over the weekend, according to Sun-
day’s report by the Health Ministry. The disease was de-
tected in 10 of the country’s 18 provinces with the eastern 
Kassala and al-Qadarif provinces the most hit, the min-
istry said.

Cholera is a fast-developing, highly contagious infec-
tion that causes diarrhea, leading to severe dehydration 
and possible death within hours when not treated, accord-
ing to the World Health Organization. It is transmitted 
through the ingestion of contaminated food or water.

The disease is not uncommon in Sudan. A previous 
major outbreak left at least 700 dead and sickened about 
22,000 in less than two months in 2017.

Sudan was plunged into chaos in April last year when 
simmering tensions between the military and a powerful 
paramilitary group, the Rapid Support Forces, exploded 
into open warfare across the country.

The fi ghting, which wrecked the capital, Khartoum, 
and other urban areas has been marked by atrocities in-
cluding mass rape and ethnically motivated killings that 
amount to war crimes and crimes against humanity, es-
pecially in the western region of Darfur, according to the 
United Nations and international rights groups.

It has killed at least 20,000 people and wounded tens of 
thousands others, according to the UN. However, rights 
groups and activists say the toll was much higher. 

Displacement (cross head)
The war also has created the world’s largest displace-

ment crisis. More than 13 million people have been 
forced to fl ee their homes since the fi ghting began, ac-
cording to the International Organization for Migration. 
They include over 2.3 million who fl ed to neighboring 
countries.

Devastating seasonal fl oods and cholera have com-
pounded the Sudanese misery. At least 225 people have 
been killed and about 900 others were injured in the 
fl oods, the Health Ministry said. Critical infrastructure 
has been washed away, and more than 76,000 houses 
have been destroyed or damaged, it said.

Famine was also confi rmed in July in the Zamzam 
camp for displaced people, which is located about 15 kil-
ometers (10 miles) from North Darfur’s embattled capital 
of al-Fasher, according to global experts from the Fam-
ine Review Committee. About 25.6 million people - more 
than half of Sudan’s population - will face acute hunger 
this year, they warned.

Fighting, meanwhile, rages in al-Fasher, the last major 
city in Darfur that is still held by the military. The RSF 
has been attempting to retake it since the start of the year.

Meanwhile, Sudanese Health Minister Haitham Mo-
hamed Ibrahim announced on Sunday the launch of a 
one-month campaign to address the cholera epidemic.

The decision to launch the campaign was made dur-
ing an urgent meeting of the higher committee for health 
and humanitarian emergencies in Kassala, the capital city 
of Kassala State in eastern Sudan, the minister said in a 
statement.

He said the campaign aims to combat cholera, enhance 
response to the disease in the states, unify the efforts, uti-
lize available capabilities, and maximize the role of the 
community, with a focus on environmental sanitation.

The campaign’s programs include vaccination, vector 
control, environmental health interventions, food control, 
and water purifi cation, besides raising awareness about 
the dangers of cholera and health promotion activities, 
he noted.

Hospitals overwhelmed by eye injuries

Lebanese doctor battles to save
eyes of exploding device victims
BEIRUT, Sept 23, (AP): For almost a week, ophthalmol-
ogist Elias Jaradeh has worked around the clock, trying 
to keep up with the fl ood of patients whose eyes were in-
jured when pagers and walkie-talkies exploded en masse 
across Lebanon.

He has lost track of how many eye operations he has 

performed in multiple hospitals, surviving on two hours 
of sleep before starting on the next operation. He has 
managed to save some patients’ sight, but many will 
never see again.

“There is no doubt that what happened was extremely 
tragic, when you see this overwhelming number of people 

with eye injures arriving at the same 
time to the hospital, most of them 
young men, but also children and 
young women,” he told The Associat-
ed Press at a Beirut hospital this past 
week, struggling to hold back tears.

Disabilities
Lebanese hospitals and medics 

were inundated after thousands of 
hand-held devices belonging to the 
Hezbollah militant group detonated 
simultaneously on Tuesday and 
Wednesday last week, killing at least 
39 people. Around 3,000 more were 
wounded, some with life-altering 
disabilities. Israel is widely believed 
to have been behind the attack, al-
though it has neither confi rmed nor 
denied its involvement.

Although the explosions appear 
to have targeted Hezbollah fi ghters, 
many of the victims were civilians. 
And many of those hurt in the at-
tack suffered injuries to their hands, 
face and eyes because the devices 
received messages just before they 
detonated, so they were looking at 
the devices as they exploded. 

Authorities have not said how 
many people lost their eyes.

Veteran and hardened Lebanese 
eye doctors who have dealt with the 
aftermath of multiple wars, civil un-
rest and explosions, said they have 
never seen anything like it.

Jaradeh, who is also a lawmaker 
representing south Lebanon as a 
reformist, said most of the patients 
sent to his hospital, which special-
izes in ophthalmology, were young 
people who had signifi cant damage 
to one or both eyes. He said he found 
plastic and metal shrapnel inside 
some of their eyes.

Four years ago, a powerful blast 
tore through Beirut’s port, killing 
more than 200 people and wound-
ing more than 6,000. That explo-
sion, caused by the detonation of 
hundreds of tons of ammonium ni-
trates that had been stored unsafely 
at a port warehouse, blew out win-
dows and doors for miles around and 
sent cascades of glass shards pouring 
onto the streets, leading to horrifi c 
injuries.

Jaradeh also treated people hurt 
in the port explosion, but his expe-
rience with those wounded by the 
exploding pagers and walkie-talkies 
has been so much more intense be-
cause of the sheer volume of people 
with eye injuries.

“Containing the shock after the 
Beirut port blast was, I believe, 48 
hours while we haven’t reached the 
period of containing the shock now,” 
Jaradeh said.

Jaradeh said he found it hard to 
dissociate his job as a doctor from 
his emotions in the operating theater.

“No matter what they taught you 
(in medical school) about distancing 
yourself, I think in a situation like 
this, it is very hard when you see the 
sheer numbers of wounded. This is 
linked to a war on Lebanon and war 
on humanity,” Jaradeh said.

Elias Jaradeh, a legislator and an ophthalmologist, center, who has con-
ducted dozens of operation for victims of last week’s attack in Lebanon, 
makes an eye surgery operation for a man who was injured in the explosion 
of one of the handheld devices, at the Eye Specialist hospital, in Beirut, 

Lebanon, Friday, Sept. 20, 2024. (AP)

Limbs severed, faces shattered

Psychological scars haunt
Lebanese after explosions
BEIRUT, Sept 23, (Xinhua): Tears 
welled in Elias Jaradeh’s eyes as the 
surgeon stepped out of an operating 
room at Ragheb Harb Hospital in Leba-
non’s southern city of Nabatieh. Inside 
the operating room were dozens of citi-
zens with eye injuries sustained from 
the explosions of pagers and wireless 
communication devices a few days ago.

“We went through diffi cult and criti-
cal hours inside the operating rooms, 
as we saw the injured protruding eyes, 
severed limbs, and shattered faces,” 
Jradi said.

The pagers and wireless devices 
widely used by members of Lebanon’s 
Hezbollah group exploded earlier in 
the week, resulting in 37 fatalities and 
2,931 injuries.

In a choked, low voice, Jradi, also 
a parliamentarian, told Xinhua that it 
was a terrifying scene never seen in 
the history of wars, with hundreds of 
people injured in their eyes and arms 
crammed into emergency rooms.

“We had to prioritize the most se-
verely injured and perform critical 
surgeries on them,” Jradi said. “At 
the same time, we had to treat severed 
limbs through specialized surgeons 
and bleeding eyes, as a large percent-
age of them lost their sight.”

For Laila Abdallah, a nurse at the 
governmental hospital in Nabatieh, the 
days of the explosions still rattle her to 
the core.

“We did not know what was hap-
pening outside, as ambulance sirens 
were blaring everywhere, with rescue 
crews transporting numerous injured 
people covered in blood to the emer-
gency department,” she said.

“The horror of the scene shook my 
body and caused my vision to blur 
for moments before I was able to fi nd 
strength again to continue helping the 

injured,” the nurse recalled, adding, 
“The blood-stained bodies have not 
left my mind.”

Hassan Hamdan, a 50-year-old citi-
zen, said the scene resembled “a hor-
ror movie I’ve never seen in my life, 
as large numbers of people were fall-
ing on the ground, in shops, or inside 
cars, with most of their injuries being 
in faces, eyes, and hands.”

“I found no way to help the dozens 
of injured around me in the streets of 
Nabatieh, so I called the Red Cross, 
from where ambulances were distrib-
uted in every direction, picking up 
the injured and rushing to hospitals,” 
Hamdan said.

Kawthar Fahs, another Lebanese 
citizen, told Xinhua she was accompa-
nied by her little child at a fruit shop in 
the center of the southern city of Tyre 
when a device exploded on a young 
man in his thirties a few meters away.

Screaming
“My child seemed anxious and con-

fused and started screaming when he 
heard the explosion and saw citizens 
running to help,” she said.

Despite the large amount of casu-
alties, local hospitals had prepared to 
accommodate more injured individu-
als, as Israel had previously indicated 
it would intensify military operations 
in Lebanon.

“We were ready thanks to the inten-
sive training offered to the medical and 
nursing staff and other hospital work-
ers since the beginning of the war in 
the Gaza Strip,” Moueness Kalakesh, 
director of Marjeyoun Governmental 
Hospital, told Xinhua.

While the physical wounds of the 
victims are being treated, the emo-
tional scars left by the explosions may 
linger for a long time. 

3 astronauts return to Earth

China boosts ‘food diversity’ for
deep-space exploration missions
HANGZHOU, Sept 23, (Xinhua): China is working 
on serving a more diverse range of food options for 
future deep-space exploration missions, according to 
the Second Frontier Forum of Space Medicine held in 
Hangzhou, Zhejiang Province in east China.

During the recently concluded Mid-Autumn Fes-
tival, a cherished tradition symbolizing family reun-
ion, the Shenzhou-18 crew aboard China’s orbiting 
space station enjoyed “space mooncakes” stuffed 
with lotus paste as well as their personal favourites 
such as spicy lamb and braised pork chops, which 
had been prepared in advance by the ground support 
team.

“We have developed technologies to bring Chinese 
cuisine to the ‘space dining table’, allowing astronauts 
to enjoy ‘home-cooked fl avors’,” said Li Yinghui, a 
researcher at the China Astronaut Research and Train-
ing Center.

Li added that China has advanced precision nutri-
tion control technology and built accurate standards 
for space fl ight nutritional supplies that can help astro-
nauts address physiological issues caused by weight-
lessness and radiation and stay healthy during mis-
sions lasting over 180 days.

“Various functional space foods featuring antioxi-
dant effects, immune support, fatigue relief and gut 
microbiome regulation have been developed to en-
hance astronauts’ in-orbit adaptability,” said Li.

Also:
MOSCOW: A Russian space capsule undocked from the 
International Space Station on Monday to take three 
astronauts back to Earth, two of them completing a 
record-long stay on the orbiting laboratory.

The capsule carrying Russians Oleg Kononenko 
and Nikolai Chub and American Tracy Dyson is ex-
pected to land in the vast Kazakhstan steppe about 
3-1/2 hours after the undocking. 

Kononenko and Chub blasted off for the space sta-
tion on Sept. 15, 2023, and on Friday set the record 
for the longest continuous mission on the ISS. Dyson, 
in her third mission into outer space, spent six months 
aboard. 

Eight astronauts remain on the space station, includ-

ing Americans Butch Wilmore and Suni Williams, 
who have remained long past their scheduled return 
to Earth. 

China hosts forum

‘Space medicine’ to
aid future missions
HANGZHOU, Sept 23, (Xinhua): China’s space sta-
tion has gained initial results in the fi eld of space 
medicine that will contribute to future manned lunar 
landings and other deep space exploration missions, 
according to the Second Frontier Forum of Space 
Medicine that opened on Saturday in Hangzhou, Zhe-
jiang Province in east China.

During the two-day forum, experts and scholars 
will exchange cutting-edge theories and share devel-
opment trends in space medicine, and discuss major 
topics such as extraterrestrial survival insurance for 
astronauts on deep space exploration missions.

“The technical support of space medicine is an indis-
pensable part of the application and development stage 
of China’s space station, and of the implementation of 
a manned lunar landing mission, both of which have 
ushered in new opportunities for the development of 
space medicine,” Yang Liwei, deputy chief designer 
of China’s manned space program and China’s fi rst 
taikonaut, said at the opening ceremony.

Space medicine plays an important role in promot-
ing public health. It provides theoretical support and a 
technical platform for research on cardiovascular and 
musculoskeletal systems, human aging, and drug pro-
tection and screening.

“We will continue to improve our in-orbit protection 
capabilities and build technical reserves for manned deep 
space exploration missions,” said Li Yinghui, a researcher 
at the China Astronaut Research and Training Center.
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Lynx fends off Mercury in playoff opener

Wilson scores 21 points, helps Aces beat Storm
LAS VEGAS, Sept 23, (AP): A’ja Wil-
son scored 21 points and blocked fi ve 
shots after earning her record-tying 
third MVP award earlier Sunday, and 
the two-time defending-champion Las 
Vegas Aces held the Seattle Storm to a 
pair of free throws in the fourth quarter 
in pulling away for a 78-67 victory in 
Game 1 of the best-of-three series.

Wilson made just 1 of 8 shots as Las 
Vegas missed 16 of 18 altogether and 
fell behind 18-9 after one quarter. She 
had four points at halftime and Seat-
tle led 42-38 after Jordan Horston and 
Mercedes Russell both made two free 
throws in the fi nal 43 seconds. 

But the third quarter was a differ-
ent story as Wilson sank seven shots 
with a 3-pointer, accounting for 15 of 
the Aces’ 26 points. Skylar Diggins-
Smith had a three-point play in the fi -
nal minute and the Storm took a 65-64 
lead into the fi nal period.

Kelsey Plum missed her fi rst seven 
shots, but she had the fi rst basket of the 
fi nal quarter at the 7:04 mark to give 
Las Vegas the lead. Seattle missed its 
fi rst seven shots, and back-to-back lay-
ups from Wilson and Tiffany Hayes 
pushed the Aces’ lead to 70-65 with 
4:49 left to play. Diggins-Smith hit two 
free throws for the Storm’s fi rst points 
to get them within three, but Chelsea 
Gray had two baskets in an 8-0 run to 
wrap up the victory. Seattle missed all 
13 of its shots and turned the ball over 
six times in the fi nal 10 minutes.

Hayes fi nished with 20 points and fi ve 

steals off the bench for fourth-seeded 
Las Vegas. Gray had 16 points and sev-
en assists. Jackie Young added 12 points 
and seven rebounds. Wilson had eight 
boards. She joined Sheryl Swoopes, 
Lisa Leslie and Lauren Jackson as the 
league’s only three-time MVPs.

Diggins-Smith led fi fth-seeded Se-
attle with 16 points and eight assists. 
Gabby Williams fi nished with 14 points 
and eight rebounds, while Nneka Og-
wumike had 13 points and 10 rebounds. 
Horston had 10 points off the bench.

Seattle beat Las Vegas by 13 the fi rst 
time they met this season, but the Aces 
closed with three straight victories over 
the Storm - two by double digits.

Las Vegas will host Game 2 on 
Tuesday. Seattle will host Game 3 on 
Wednesday if necessary.

Lynx 102, Mercury 95  
In Minneapolis,Napheesa Col-

lier scored a playoff career-high 38 
points and the Minnesota Lynx blew 
a 23-point lead before rallying late to 
beat the Phoenix Mercury in Game 1 
of a best-of-three series.

Minnesota, the Western Conference 
champions and No. 2 seed, turned a 
32-19 fi rst-quarter lead into a 50-27 
advantage with 5:35 left before half-
time. Phoenix whittled nine points off 
its defi cit, trailing 56-42 at intermis-
sion, and closed within 77-69 heading 

to the fourth quarter.
Kahleah Copper scored fi ve points 

in a 10-2 run and her 3-pointer fol-
lowed by two free throws by Brittney 
Griner gave seventh-seeded Phoenix 
its fi rst lead since scoring the fi rst four 
points of the game. Natasha Cloud’s 
layup put the Mercury on top 92-91 
with 2:06 left to play, but Myisha 
Hines-Allen answered with a layup 
and Bridget Carleton hit a 3-pointer in 
a 9-0 spurt to pull out the victory.

Collier sank 11 of 19 shots from the 
fl oor with three 3-pointers and 13 of 14 
free throws for Minnesota. She added 
six rebounds and four assists. Kayla 
McBride hit three 3-pointers and all 
seven of her foul shots, scoring 20. 
Carleton had 12 points, six boards and 
four assists, and Hines-Allen added 10 
points, fi ve rebounds and three assists 
off the bench.

Sun 93, Fever 69
In Uncasville, Alyssa Thomas al-

ways raises her play in the postseason.
Thomas had her fourth career triple-

double in the playoffs and 15th overall 
to spoil Caitlin Clark’s postseason de-
but as the Connecticut Sun beat the In-
diana Fever 93-69 on Sunday in Game 
1 of their best-of-three series.

The Sun’s star fi nished with 12 
points, 13 assists and 10 rebounds.

“We did what we were supposed to 
do. I’ve been waiting all season for the 
playoffs, this is what you’re playing 
for,” said Thomas, who had a triple-
double in the regular season opener this 

year, also against Indiana. “This is just 
the beginning for us, we’re ready to go.”

DeWanna Bonner, who fi nished 
with 22 points, has been there for all 
of Thomas’ postseason stat-sheet stuff-
ing games.

“She gets us in places that we need 
to be during important times,” Bonner 
said. “The way she reads the game and 
sees the fl oor. ... It’s an advantage to 
have a player that can pass the ball, di-
rect the game, defend and literally play 
for 40 minutes. Our team doesn’t go 
without her.

“We wouldn’t be in this position 
each and every year. This is her time, 
every year.”

Marina Mabrey led the third-seeded 
Sun with 27 points, 20 of which came 
in the second half. Her 27 points are 
the most by a reserve in the playoffs, 
according to ESPN.

Game 2 is Wednesday night in Con-
necticut with a potential decisive third 
game in Indiana on Friday night, if 
necessary.

Clark, who earlier in the day was 
announced as the AP Rookie of the 
Year, fi nished with 11 points, recov-
ering from a rough start. She also had 
eight assists. Kelsey Mitchell scored 
21 points and Aliyah Boston added 17 
points and 11 rebounds for Indiana.

“We didn’t play well, didn’t play to 
the level we’re capable of playing,” 
Clark said. “We didn’t shoot the ball 
like we’re capable of. We’re capable 
of winning this game.”

Seattle Storm guard Skylar Diggins-Smith (4) controls the ball near Las 
Vegas Aces guard Kelsey Plum (10) as Aces Head Coach Becky Ham-
mon watches on during a fi rst-round WNBA basketball playoff game in Las 

Vegas. (AP)

The Sun came into the contest with 
222 playoff games under their belt 
while the Fever had just 19, including 
none among the starters. This was In-
diana’s fi rst appearance in the playoffs 
since 2016. Connecticut head coach 
Stephanie White was in charge of the 
Fever that year. 

The lack of experience didn’t seem 
to rattle the Fever early. It also prob-
ably helped that like most Fever road 
games this season, nearly half the 
crowd - many of whom were wearing 

Clark shirts - cheered on everything 
they did.

After a back-and-forth fi rst 16 min-
utes, Indiana led 36-34 with 3:45 left 
in the fi rst half. The Sun then took 
over, closing the opening 20 minutes 
on a 12-2 run. 

Bonner had four points and an em-
phatic block of a Clark layup during 
the spurt. Bonner fi nished the opening 
20 minutes with 16 points. Clark had 
a quiet fi rst half with just three points, 
making one of her nine shots.

Club eyes title

Huracan thrashes 
Lanus, moves 2nd
BUENOS AIRES, Sept 23, (Xinhua): 
Huracan climbed to second in Argen-
tina’s Primera Division standings on 
Sunday by romping to a 3-0 home win 
over Lanus.

Alan Sonora opened the scoring in 
the sixth minute at El Palacio before 
Rodrigo Echeverria and Eric Ramirez 
added second-half goals.

Huracan are now only three points 
behind leaders Velez Sarsfi eld while 
Lanus dropped to 15th in the 28-team 
standings, eight points further back.

“This leaves us in a good position 
and hopeful of bigger things ahead,” 
Huracan manager Frank Kudelka told 
reporters after the match.

Meanwhile, Talleres Cordoba also 
kept their title hopes intact with a 2-0 
home victory over Racing Club, de-
spite playing for more than an hour 
with only 10 men.

Valentin Depietri gave his side the 
lead in the 17th minute but Talleres 
suffered a blow just after the half hour 
when Franco Moyano was shown a 
straight red card for a bad tackle on 
Bruno Zuculini.

Despite their numerical disadvan-
tage, the hosts defended resolutely 
thereafter to claim their seventh win of 
the campaign.

The result leaves Talleres third in 
the standings, behind Huracan on goal 
difference, while Racing are eighth, 
three points further adrift.

In other fi xtures on Sunday, Argen-
tinos Juniors drew 0-0 at Independi-
ente, Belgrano won 4-2 at Atletico 
Tucuman, and Platense prevailed 1-0 
at home to Rosario Central.

Horschel wins again at Wentworth
Ko extends her LPGA hot streak

VIRGINIA WATER, Eng-
land, Sept 23, (AP): Billy 
Horschel became the fi rst 
American to win the BMW 
PGA Championship twice 
when he holed an eagle 
to beat four-time major 
winner Rory McIlroy in a 
playoff on Sunday.

Horschel showed no sign of 
nerves when he sank a long putt 
from near the edge of the 18th 
green on the second playoff hole. 
Horschel and McIlroy each closed 
with a 5-under 67 and were joined 
at 20-under 268 by Thriston Law-
rence, who had a 65.

Lawrence was eliminated on the 
first extra hole with a bogey on the 
par-5 18th.

Horschel won at Virginia Water 
three years ago. Arnold Palmer, in 
1975, was the only other American 
winner of the flagship event on the 
European tour.

Matteo Manassero, who started the 
final round with a three-shot lead, 
closed with a 73 and tied for fourth. 
McIlroy was runner-up for the third 
time since winning at Wentworth in 
2014. He also was runner-up last week 
in the Irish Open.

Lydia Ko turned a two-shot deficit 
into a five-shot victory Sunday with a 
9-under 63 to win the Kroger Queen 
City Championship for her third 
LPGA Tour title of the season.

Ko won for the third time in her last 
four starts, which includes her 
Olympic gold medal that gave the 
27-year-old from New Zealand enough 
points for the LPGA Hall of Fame. It 
also includes another major in the 
Women’s British Open, this one at St. 
Andrews.

Jeeno Thitikul, who had a two-shot 
lead after eight holes, made birdie on 
the par-5 18th for a 70 to finish alone in 
second. Haeran Ryu (67) finished third.

Ko, who finished at 23-under 265, 
now has 22 career LPGA victories. It 
was the fifth time she has at least three 
wins in the same season on the LPGA, 
her biggest year coming with five wins 
when she was 18 and reached No. 1 in 
the world.

Cameron Smith and Lucas Herbert 
delivered clutch putts late in the round 
Sunday to lead Australia-based Ripper 
to its first team title in the LIV Golf 
League.

Herbert, who looked as though he 
might have cost his team with a double 
bogey and a bogey on two of the par 5s 
at Maridoe Golf Club, responded with 
four birdies over his last five holes, the 
final putt a 12-footer for birdie for a 69.

Smith hit a 60-yard pitch to 12 feet 
and holed the birdie putt on the 17th to 
give Ripper the lead for good, and then 
drilled his tee shot down the middle on 
the 18th that effectively sealed the 
win. He shot 68. Matt Jones birdied 
two of his last three holes following a 
double bogey. He had a 70, along with 
Marc Leishman.

Ripper finished at 11-under 277, 
three shots ahead of 4Aces and Iron 
Heads.

Ripper won $14 million, with each 
player getting $1.4 million and the rest 

Lydia Ko, of New Zealand, poses for photos with the trophy after winning the LPGA Kroger Queen City Championship golf tournament at TPC River’s 
Bend in Maineville, Ohio. (AP)

Barcelona ‘keeper’ 
set for long lay-off
MADRID, Sept 23, (AP): Barcelona 
goalkeeper Marc-André ter Stegen 
is facing a long spell on the sidelines 
after his club said Monday that he 
sustained a “complete rupture” of a 
tendon in his right knee that requires 
surgery.

Ter Stegen left the fi eld on a 
stretcher after getting injured in a 5-1 
win over Villarreal in the Spanish 
league on Sunday.

Ter Stegen’s right knee buckled 
when he fell awkwardly after going 
for a high cross into the area just be-
fore halftime.

Barcelona said that surgery on Ter 
Stegen’s knee was planned Monday 
after tests confi rmed “that he has a 
complete rupture in the patella tendon 
in his right knee.”

The injury comes just as Ter Ste-
gen had been confi rmed as the Ger-
man national team’s No. 1 goalkeep-
er after years as Manuel Neuer’s 
backup.

Neuer retired from international 
soccer after Euro 2024 and coach 
Julian Nagelsmann said Ter Stegen 
- who has played 42 games for Ger-
many but none at a major tournament 
- would be fi rst choice in the future. 
However, he only played two Nations 
League games before his injury.

“The news of Marc’s injury was a 
big shock for us,” Nagelsmann said 
Monday. “We in the national team 
are going to miss him on and off the 
fi eld. We wish Marc all the best for 
the operation and a quick recovery. 
We’ll always be there for him on his 
way back.”

Germany’s most recent squad in-
cluded backup goalkeepers Alexan-
der Nübel from Stuttgart and Oliver 
Baumann from Hoffenheim. Neither 
has played a game for Germany.

Gazdag scores twice in Union’s 4-0 victory over DC United

Debois changes perceptions and muscles onto the top

CHESTER, Pa., Sept 23, (AP): Dániel Gazdag 
scored one of his two goals three minutes after 
Mikael Uhre found the net early in the fi rst half 
and the Philadelphia Union breezed to a 4-0 vic-
tory over D.C. United on Sunday night.

With the victory, Philadelphia (9-12-9) pulled 
even with Toronto FC for one of two wild-card 
spots with four matches left in the regular season. 
The loss for DC United (8-13-9) leaves it three 

points off the pace for the play-in match.
Uhre gave the Union the lead for good when 

he took a pass from 20-year-old Quinn Sullivan 
in the 13th minute and scored for the 10th time 
this season.

Gazdag found the net unassisted in the 16th 
minute for a two-goal lead. 

Tai Baribo stretched the Union’s lead to 3-0 six 
minutes into the second half with an assist from 

Sullivan. It was the ninth goal for Baribo in 17 
appearances this season. Sullivan, a 20-year-old 
midfi elder, has a career-high 10 assists in 30 ap-
pearances.

Gazdag completed the scoring in the 69th 
minute with an assist from Baribo - his second. 
It was the 17th goal of the campaign for Gazdag, 
two behind DC United’s Christian Benteke in 
the race for the Golden Boot Award. The Union 

ended Benteke’s fi ve-match goal scoring streak. 
Benteke has 34 goals in 64 appearances since 
joining the league in 2022.

Andre Blake fi nished with fi ve saves to earn his 
fi fth clean sheet of the season for the Union, who 
have won three of four in their playoff push.

Alex Bono stopped six shots in goal for DC 
United, which had gone 2-0-1 in its previous three 
matches.

LONDON, Sept 23, (AP): Tyson 
Fury looked as stunned as everyone 
else inside Wembley Stadium after 
witnessing Daniel Dubois dismantle 
Anthony Joshua in the latest shake-
up of boxing’s heavyweight divi-
sion.

Except Fury had other things on his 
mind.

“Listen, that’s cost me 150 million,” 
Fury, scratching his head, shouted to 
a friend at ringside on Saturday night.

Maybe Fury vs. Joshua - the long-
awaited heavyweight fi ght that boxing’s 

new overlords in Saudi Arabia had re-
portedly been planning - might never 
happen.

Instead, it’s Dubois, another British 
fi ghter, who has muscled his way onto 
the sport’s top table.

Given his age, he could be there to 
stay.

The 27-year-old Dubois might have 
the boxing world at his feet after a bru-
tal fi fth-round knockout of Joshua that 
not only legitimized his status as the 
IBF titleholder but made plenty sit up 
and take notice.

That included Fury and Oleksandr 
Usyk, currently the two major powers 
among the heavyweights who are pre-
paring for a rematch in Saudi in De-

cember and were seen joking around at 
ringside on Saturday. Usyk won their 
fi rst fi ght in May to become the fi rst 
undisputed heavyweight champion 
since 2000, but vacated his IBF belt in 
June.

The wider plan was for Joshua to 
take on Fury - reportedly there was 
an agreement on a double-header for 
the sum Fury was talking about - or to 
fi ght Usyk for a third time, having al-
ready lost twice to the Ukrainian.

Now Joshua, outclassed by Dubois, 
looks to be out of the picture. Dubois is 
the main in waiting.

As for a potential Fury-Dubois fi ght, 
Frank Warren - the British promoter 
who represents both boxers - said that 
would put him in a “very, very awk-
ward position.”

going to the team management.
Paul Broadhurst finished off his sec-

ond PGA Tour Champions victory of 
the year with a few nervous moments 
Sunday, closing with an even-par 72 at 
Pebble Beach for a three-shot victory 
in the Pure Insurance Championship.

Broadhurst was staked to a five-shot 
lead going into the final round and 
expanded that to as many as six shots. 
But the lead shrunk to two shots when 
Alex Cejka shot a 64, and the 
Englishman held his nerve to the end.

Broadhurst, who finished at 
14-under 202, got up-and-down for a 
tough par on the par-3 17th that kept 
his lead at two shots playing the final 
hole.

Broadhurst, a 59-year-old from 
England, has two senior majors among 
his seven career PGA Tour Champions 
titles. He moved up to No. 8 in the 
Charles Schwab Cup standings.

Frankie Capan III closed with a 

1-under 70 and won the Nationwide 
Children’s Hospital Championship by 
two shots on Sunday for his first Korn 
Ferry Tour title.

Capan already is assured of finish-
ing in the top 30 on the Korn Ferry 
Tour points list to get a PGA Tour card 
for the 2025.

He won by two over Carter Jenkins 
(67), William Mouw (69) and Thomas 
Rosenmueller of Germany (70). All 
but Jenkins are assured of getting PGA 
Tour cards. Jenkins moved up to No. 
37 in the points list with one tourna-
ment remaining.

The top 75 advance to the season-
ending Korn Ferry Tour Championship 
in two weeks. 

Dan McCarthy had a closing 69 to 
tie for seventh, while Rick Lamb, Cole 
Hammer, Jacob Solomon and Davis 
Shore joined him in moving inside the 
top 75 to at least give themselves one 
last chance. 

Captain Cameron Smith, of Ripper GC, hits from the 14th tee during the 
fi nal round of LIV Golf Team Championship Dallas at Maridoe Golf Club, in 

Carrollton, Texas. (AP)
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Arsenal gets under Man City skin amid ‘dark arts’ accusations
LONDON, Sept 23, (AP): Call it the 
dark arts. Call it anti-football. Call it 
doing whatever it takes to win.

Arsenal tried it all against Man-
chester City on Sunday in the latest 
chapter of the Premier League’s new 
heavyweight rivalry - and came within 
seconds of victory.

“There was only one team that came 
to play football,” Manchester City 
midfi elder Bernardo Silva grumbled 
after an intense, absorbing and inci-
dent-packed 2-2 draw at Etihad Sta-
dium. “The other came to play to the 
limits of what was possible to do and 
allowed by the referee, unfortunately.”

John Stones’ equalizer for City 
in the eighth minute of second-half 
stoppage time denied Arsenal, which 
played with 10 men for the entire sec-
ond half, what would have been a de-
fi ning victory for a team that is getting 
closer and closer to Pep Guardiola’s 
repeat champions.

City’s players know it, too.
Hence Bernardo’s outspoken post-

match comments on Arsenal. Notice 
how Erling Haaland chucked the ball 
at the back of Arsenal defender Ga-
briel’s head in City’s wild celebrations 
after Stones’ late intervention. Look, 
too, at Pep Guardiola kicking his seat 
in the dugout after feeling a sense of 
injustice at the manner of Arsenal’s 
equalizer by Ricardo Calafi ori.

Arsenal has gotten under City’s 
skin.

Roll on the return match at Emirates 
Stadium in early February.

“As a football match, it is a great 

spectacle for the Premier League,” 
City captain Kyle Walker said of the 
new rivalry with Arsenal, which has 
been runner-up in the last two seasons. 
“Probably not so much certain stuff - I 
think it’s part and parcel of the game 
and we’ll say the dark arts.”

Stones spoke of Arsenal’s attempts 
to slow the game down by what he 
perceived as feigning injuries to allow 
manager Mikel Arteta to “get some in-
formation on to the pitch.”

“I wouldn’t say they have mas-
tered it but they have done it for a few 
years now so we knew to expect that,” 
Stones said. “You can call it clever or 
dirty, whichever way you want to put 
it, but they break up the game which 
upsets the rhythm.”

To that extent, Arteta looks to have 
taken a page out of former Chelsea and 
Real Madrid coach Jose Mourinho’s 
playbook. Mourinho was, of course, 
once a huge rival of Guardiola’s and took 
cynical play to the extremes at times.

Arteta’s Arsenal can play beauti-
ful football, as well. But with captain 
Martin Odegaard out injured and Le-
andro Trossard sent off against City in 
fi rst-half stoppage time, the Gunners 
knew when it was time to change the 
approach to the other extreme.

“It’s unbelievable what we have 
done,” said Arteta, who knows City 
and Guardiola inside out having once 
been his fellow Spaniard’s assistant at 
the Etihad.

For Silva, matches against Liverpool 
- which was City’s big rival before Ar-
senal - were more enjoyable to play in.

“Liverpool always faced us face-
to-face to try to win the games,” the 
Portugal playmaker said, “so by this 
perspective, the games against Arsenal 
haven’t been like the ones we had and 
have against Liverpool. So yes, maybe 
a different rivalry.”

Silva was one of many City players 
to get riled in what was an incendiary 
encounter pretty much from the start. At 
one stage, he curled his fi nger into a “0” 
as he faced up to Gabriel - seemingly 
in reference to Arsenal not winning 
any Premier League titles, at least since 
Silva joined City in 2017. Arsenal’s last 
league championship was in 2004.

Pressed on the difference between 
playing Liverpool and Arsenal, Silva 
said: “Maybe that Liverpool have al-
ready won a Premier League, Arsenal 
haven’t. That Liverpool have won a 
Champions League, Arsenal haven’t.”

Will this be the season that Arsenal 
ends its wait for the league title?

After fi ve games, Arsenal sits in 
fourth place and two points behind 
City, the leader, having just emerged 
from visits to Tottenham and City - 
two of its toughest away games - in the 
space of a week with four points, either 
side of a 0-0 at Atalanta in the Cham-
pions League.

The stage could be a set for another 
City vs. Arsenal title race.

English soccer’s new big rivalry

Al-Khadhra secures fi rst place
Powerboat racer Nasser Al-
Khadhra secured fi rst place in the 
2024 P150 class of the BKOffshore 
race held in Belgium on Septem-

ber 21-22, an offi cial announced 
on Monday. Ali Al-Shimali, Head of 
the Powerboating and Wakeboard 
Committee at the Kuwait Sea Sport 

Club, hailed Al-Khadhra’s victory as 
a signifi cant milestone for the team, 
promising more achievements in 
the future.

Al-Shimali also noted that Al-
Khadhra was the only Arab par-
ticipant in the event, which featured 
top-tier international competitors.

Nasser Al-Khadhra on the podium with other winners.

Manchester City’s Josko Gvar-
diol clears the ball from Arsenal’s 
Bukayo Saka during the English 
Premier League soccer match be-
tween Manchester City and Arse-
nal at the Etihad stadium in Man-

chester, England. (AP)

Jayasuriya ‘spins’ Sri Lanka
to victory over New Zealand

Hosts move to 3rd in World Test Championship standings

GALLE, Sri Lanka, Sept 
23, (AP): Left-arm spinner 
Prabath Jayasuriya deliv-
ered a stellar fi ve-wicket 
haul in the second innings 
and nine wickets overall, to 
lead Sri Lanka to a 63-run 
victory over New Zealand 
in the fi rst Test. 

New Zealand resumed play on 
the fi nal day needing 68 more runs 
to reach a victory target of 275 but 
only added four runs before Sri 
Lanka wrapped up the game in 3.4 
overs on Monday.

Overnight batsman Rachin Ravin-
dra, who had kept New Zealand’s 
hopes alive with a valiant 91 on Sun-
day, could only add one run to his 
total before being trapped leg before 
wicket by Jayasuriya. The promising 
left-hander’s resistance ended as he 
misjudged a delivery trying to defend 
on the back foot.

In Jayasuriya’s next over, he bowled 
last man William O’Rourke for a duck, 
sealing Sri Lanka’s victory in a tightly 
contested match and the 32-year-old 
spinner’s eighth five-wicket haul in 
tests.

“I love playing here in Galle,” said 
man of the match Jayasuriya, who now 
has 88 wickets in 15 matches for Sri 
Lanka . “There is so much assistance 
for spin on this wicket, all what you 
need is to do is to just keep pitching the 

Kuwait hosts qualifi ers for World Padel Cup
KUWAIT CITY, Sept 23: The Asian 
and African qualifi ers for the upcom-
ing World Padel Cup for men and 
women (Doha 2024) kicked off, or-
ganized by the Kuwait Padel Club un-
der the supervision of the International 
Padel Federation. The event features 
14 men and 13 women’s teams and 
will run for six days. 

In the men’s matches, the UAE tri-
umphed over the Philippines, Austral-
ia defeated Saudi Arabia, Japan bested 
China, Egypt overcame Lebanon, 
Iran won against Oman, and Senegal 
claimed victory against Thailand, with 
all results being 3-0.

In the women’s competition, the 
UAE edged out Lebanon 2-1, Egypt 
secured a 3-0 victory over Bahrain, Ja-
pan triumphed over Saudi Arabia 3-0, 
and Australia also achieved an easy 
3-0 win against Senegal.

Club Director Ali Hayat shared with 
KUNA that the qualifi ers have already 
showcased intense competition in both 
categories on the opening day. He an-
ticipates strong matches ahead, noting 
that only the men’s champion will 
qualify for the World Cup fi nals, while 
the top two fi nishers in the women’s 
category will advance.

Hayat explained that the club has 
closely coordinated with the Interna-
tional Federation and relevant state 
agencies to fi nalize all organizational 
and technical arrangements for the 
tournament. The men’s matches will 
occur at the Kuwait Regency Hotel 
courts, while the women’s competi-
tions will be hosted at a dedicated 

padel academy at the Kuwait Club. 
He also emphasized that the Ku-

waiti men’s and women’s teams have 
prepared thoroughly for the tourna-
ment, aiming to deliver their best 
performances and achieve commend-
able results. Hayat hoped that Kuwaiti 
players would make a strong start in 
the qualifi ers.

A fi le photo of players in action.
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By Hassan Musa
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Sept 23: Al-Arabi 
has issued a stern warning to clubs 
about signing its players, Sultan Al-
Enezi and Abdulrahman Al-Dhafi ri, 
emphasizing that both are under con-
tract with the team until 2026.

In a formal statement, Al-Arabi 
cautioned that any club attempting to 
sign the duo would face consequences, 
noting that both players have “received 
their full fi nancial entitlements.”

Sultan Al-Enezi shared a photo on 
his personal social media account, 
announcing his signing with Oman’s 
Dhofar Club and claiming to have ter-
minated his contract with Al-Arabi. 
Meanwhile, Al-Dhafi ri has been ab-
sent from Al-Arabi’s training sessions 
for over 10 days.

The statement clarifi ed that the fi -
nancial deductions affecting Sultan 
were due to administrative penalties 
unrelated to the costs of treating an in-
jury he sustained last season, for which 
the club fully covered his medical ex-
penses.

Al-Arabi also asserted that it “re-
serves all its administrative and legal 
rights” concerning Sultan and Al-
Dhafi ri.

Al-Arabi Secretary Fouad Al-Mazi-
di confi rmed that both players had re-
ceived all their fi nancial dues, adding 
that “unilateral contract termination 
is illegal.” He expressed hope that the 
players would reconsider their deci-
sions and return to the team.

Board Member Ali Mandani stated 
that Al-Arabi’s success is not depend-
ent on any individual player, highlight-
ing the club’s long history of resilience. 
Mandani added, “Anyone who wishes 
to play for Al-Arabi is welcome, and 
those who do not can stay at home or 
go elsewhere.”

He concluded, “Al-Arabi is greater 
than any player or administrator,” 
stressing that any player with legiti-
mate claims against the club would 
have his rights respected.

SOCCER

Al-Arabi warns against poaching
contracted Al-Enezi and Al-Dhafi ri

Sultan Al-Enezi and Dhofar offi cial signing the contract.

Sri Lanka’s Kamindu Mendis dives to fi eld the ball on the fi fth and fi nal day of the fi rst cricket test match between 
New Zealand and Sri Lanka in Galle, Sri Lanka. (AP)

ball in the right areas and the wicket 
will do the rest.” 

“If you keep doing that wickets will 
come.”

Although Ravindra narrowly missed 

out on a well-deserved century, his 
score of 92 is now the highest by a 
New Zealand batter in Galle, surpass-
ing Ross Taylor’s 86. Notably, no 
Black Cap has scored a century in Gal-

le, where they have now lost all five 
matches played.

Sri Lanka’s win moved them up to 
third place in the World Test Cham-
pionship standings, behind India and 
Australia. Meanwhile, New Zealand 
dropped to fourth after starting the se-
ries in third position.

Playing their first test since March, 
several Black Cap players put in 
strong performances, especially pacer 
O’Rourke who took eight wickets in 
his first test in Asia and just his third 
match overall.

“He has really impressed in his 
brief career, New Zealand captain Tim 
Southee said of O’Rourke. “The great 
thing is to come to a place like Galle 
and put up that performance. He has 
never played in conditions like these 
before and he is a good prospect for us 
moving forward.”

On the back of O’Rourke’s 5-55 
the Kiwis managed to secure a first-
innings lead, a significant thing on a 
Galle pitch that becomes increasingly 
difficult to bat on as the game pro-
gresses.

But New Zealand’s failure to break 
the crucial 147-run third-wicket part-
nership between Dinesh Chandimal 
and Dimuth Karunaratne in Sri Lan-
ka’s second innings proved decisive. 

Both experienced batters scored 
half-centuries, with Angelo Mathews 
also contributing a vital 50, helping 
Sri Lanka set a challenging target of 
275. On a deteriorating pitch, that total 
proved too much for the visitors.

MADRID, Spain, Sept 23, (AP): 
A Champions League match next 
month between Atletico Madrid 
and Lille could see a record num-
ber of fans with disabilities in the 
stands.

The Spanish club has teamed 
up with AccessibAll, a group 
promoting better access to sport 
for disabled fans, with the aim of 
breaking the record for the high-
est number of supporters with dis-
abilities attending a soccer match.

Atletico hosts Lille on Oct. 23 
at the Civitas Metropolitano sta-
dium.

The initiative, which has the 
support of Spanish authorities, 
“aims to further enhance in-
clusivity in football, making it 
easier for disabled fans to expe-
rience the joy of attending live 
matches,” AccessibAll said in a 
statement.

According to UEFA, soccer’s 
“most inclusive match in the 
world” took place last year when 
1,740 disabled fans were in at-
tendance at the Benito Villamarin 
stadium for a game between Betis 
and Real Valladolid.

Record number of
disabled fans eyed
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SportsInter Milan’s Lautaro Martinez, right, 
shoots on target during the Serie A 
soccer match between Inter Milan 
and AC Milan at the San Siro sta-
dium in Milan, Italy. (AP)
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Kuwait wins 3 gold medals in Kazakhstan
Signifi cant achievement for Kuwaiti shooting

ASTANA, Sept 23, 
(KUNA): Kuwait’s shoot-
ing team claimed three 
gold medals in the ongo-
ing Asian Shooting Cham-
pionship in Kazakhstan, 
excelling in the trap 
shooting events. Nasser 
Al-Muqallad secured the 
gold medal in the men’s 
individual category, while 
Kuwait’s male and female 
teams also captured gold 
in their respective team 
competitions, marking a 
signifi cant achievement 
for Kuwaiti shooting on 
the continental stage.

President of the Kuwait Shooting 
Federation and Secretary-General 
of the Asian Shooting Federation, 

Duaij Al-Otaibi, told Kuwait News 
Agency (KUNA) on Monday that 
the team’s success in the competi-
tions was led by shooters Nasser 
Al-Muqallad, Talal Al-Rashidi, 
and Abdulrahman Al-Faihan, who 
dominated the men’s team cat-
egory. In the women’s team com-
petition, Shahad Al-Hawal, Sarah 
Al-Hawal, and Reem Al-Zamanan 
took fi rst place.

Al-Otaibi dedicated this remark-
able achievement to His Highness 
the Amir Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad 
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, His Highness 
the Crown Prince Sheikh Sabah 
Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, His 
Highness Sheikh Ahmed Abdul-
lah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, the Prime 
Minister, the Kuwaiti people, and 
the Kuwait shooting family. He em-
phasized the team’s determination 
to continue enhancing Kuwait’s 
success in shooting sports.

He highlighted the distin-
guished performance of Kuwait’s 
shooters throughout the champi-
onship, which began a few days 
ago under the supervision of the 
Asian Shooting Federation. Al-
Otaibi praised the impressive 
achievements of the Kuwaiti ath-
letes, noting the strong competi-
tion from countries such as China, 
Japan, Kazakhstan, Qatar, the 
UAE, Saudi Arabia, Uzbekistan, 
and many others from across Asia.

Al-Otaibi concluded by stating 
that these accomplishments refl ect 
the political leadership’s unwaver-
ing support for Kuwaiti sports.

   KUNA photo
Al-Tomooh Club delegation returns after winning 8 medals in the Heliopolis International Championship.

Everton reaches agreement with Friedkin Group
LIVERPOOL, England, Sept 23, 
(AP): The Texas-based Friedkin 
Group has reached an agree-
ment to buy Premier League 
club Everton from current owner 
Farhad Moshiri, the English team 
said Monday.

The Friedkin Group is a con-
sortium of investments in au-
tomotive, entertainment, hos-
pitality and sports, with Italian 
soccer club Roma also in its 
portfolio.

The group reached an agree-

ment in principle in June to 
buy Moshiri’s 94% stake in 
Everton, which is in 19th 
place in the 20-team Premier 
League, but talks were called 

off a month later.
Now the parties said in a 

short joint statement they have 
“reached agreement over the 
terms of the sale” of Moshiri’s 

stake, adding that the deal is 
subject to approval from English 
soccer authorities.

“We are pleased to have 
reached an agreement to become 
custodians of this iconic football 
club,” the Friedkin Group said in 
the statement.

“We are focused on securing 
the necessary approvals to com-
plete the transaction. We look 
forward to providing stability to 
the club, and sharing our vision 
for its future.”

SOCCER

Al-Tomooh Club ‘returns’ 
from Cairo with 8 medals
KUWAIT CITY, Sept 23: The del-
egation of Al-Tomooh Sports Club 
for people withDisabilities returned 
to Kuwait after a remarkable perfor-
mance at the Fifth Heliopolis Interna-
tional Championship for People with 

Disabilities, held in Cairo, Egypt. The 
team secured an impressive total of 8 
medals: 6 gold, 1 silver and 1 bronze.

Upon its arrival at Kuwait Inter-
national Airport, the delegation was 
warmly welcomed by the Al-Tomooh 
Sports Club Board of Directors and 
representatives from the Public Au-
thority for Sports.

Fahad Al-Sahly, the head of the 
delegation, expressed to KUNA that 
this achievement refl ects the strong 
support and care provided to people 
with mental disabilities in Kuwait. 
He praised the players for their dedi-
cation and high-level performance 
during the championship, and he ex-
tended his gratitude to the Egyptian 
authorities for organizing the event.

Mohsen Al-Mashmoum, who 
earned two gold medals and one sil-
ver, shared his joy over the accom-
plishment, crediting the success to 
the combined efforts of the players, 
as well as the technical and adminis-
trative staff. He thanked the club for 
its unwavering support and vowed 
to continue training to achieve even 
greater results.

Coach Bilal Al-Hamami commend-
ed the athletes for their enthusiasm 
and dominance, highlighting their top 
fi nishes in athletics, along with their 
outstanding performance in table ten-
nis. The fi nal match in table tennis 
was an all-Kuwaiti affair, with the 
team securing gold and silver.

The delegation included three ath-
letes: Mohsen Al-Mashmoum and 
Hassan Al-Mutawa, who competed in 
both table tennis and athletics (100m 
and 200m races), and Mohammed Al-
Otaibi, who participated in the athlet-
ics events (100m and 200m races).

Al-Mashmoum, Al-Otaibi, and 
Al-Mutawa all claimed gold in the 
100m race. In the 200m race, both 
Al-Otaibi and Al-Mashmoum secured 
gold, while Al-Mutawa took bronze. 
Al-Mutawa also triumphed in table 
tennis, winning gold, with Al-Mash-
moum earning silver.

Nasser Al-Muqalled displays the 
national fl ag after winning the indi-

vidual and team gold medals.

SHOOTING

Kuwait Club and Al-Arabi secure 
tough wins, title race intensifi es

By Hassan Musa
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Sept 23: Kuwait Club and Al-Arabi 
remain unwavering in their quest for dominance in the 
Zain Premier League, as both teams secured hard-fought 
victories to maintain their position at the top of the table 
with 15 points each.

Kuwait Club earned a crucial 3-1 win over Yarmouk, 
with the second goal coming as late as the 81st minute. 
It stayed on top of table on goal difference over Al-Ara-
bi, who battled through a challenging 2-1 win against 
Khaitan.

The two teams in the title race, without any signifi cant 
threat from other competitors, apart from Al-Salmiya, 
who are third in the standings with 10 points. The “Sky 
Blues” have proven their strength, having previously de-
feated Al-Qadsiya in the fourth round, and snatching a 
last-minute 2-2 draw against Al-Fahaheel.

Al-Tadamon emerged as both the biggest winner and 
loser of this round. It claimed a victory over its local 
rival, Al-Nasr, moving it to fourth place with 7 points, 

capitalizing on the stumbles of Al-Fahaheel, Kazma, Al-
Qadsiya, and Khaitan. However, Al-Tadamon also suf-
fered a blow as head coach, Joao Mota, departed the club 
after receiving a tempting offer from Jordan’s Al-Hasit 
Irbid.

Al-Fahaheel slipped to fi fth place, level on points with 
Al-Tadamon but trailing on goal difference, after being 
unable to hold its lead against Al-Salmiya, eventually set-
tling for a draw.

Al-Qadisiyah and Kazma continued their poor form 
with both delivering lackluster performances in a draw. 
They now fi nd themselves in fi fth and sixth place, respec-
tively, with Khaitan close behind in seventh.

Al-Nasr’s woes deepened after another defeat, leaving 
it in ninth place with just 3 points, one point ahead of Yar-
mouk, who sit in tenth. Al-Nasr’s poor run of results also 
led to the resignation of their coach, Dhaher Al-Adwani, 
following the team’s fourth defeat of the season.

Players engaged in aerial battle during the Zain Premier League match.
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Alcaraz clinches Laver Cup for resilient Team Europe
BERLIN, Sept 23, (AP): Four-time 
Grand Slam champion Carlos Alcaraz 
overcame Taylor Fritz 6-2, 7-5 as Team 
Europe rallied to beat Team World 13-
11 and win the Laver Cup.

Alcaraz broke the U.S. Open run-
ner-up Fritz in the 11th game and then 
closed out victory on serve, spark-
ing celebrations as the Europe team 
rejoiced with captain Björn Borg in 
Berlin.

Team World was favorite to win the 
Laver Cup for a third straight time af-
ter leading 8-4 on points heading into 
the last of the three days.

Europe began the comeback Sunday 
when Alcaraz and Casper Ruud won 
the doubles 6-2, 7-6 (6) against Ameri-
can pair Ben Shelton and Frances Tia-

foe. But Shelton then downed Austral-
ian Open fi nalist Daniil Medvedev 6-7 
(6), 7-5, 10-7 to move the World team 
into pole position.

Tiafoe, who reached the U.S. Open 
semifi nals, could have sealed it for 
them but he lost to French Open fi -

nalist Alexander Zverev 6-7 (5), 7-5, 
10-5, setting up the decider between 
Alcaraz and Fritz.

The Laver Cup is formatted like 
golf’s Ryder Cup with the fi rst team to 
13 points winning the contest. Each of 
the four matches on Sunday was worth 
three points.

Europe’s only win in Saturday’s 
four matches came from Alcaraz, who 
won the French Open and Wimbledon 
this year. 

The 21-year-old Spaniard showed 
his big-match temperament once 
again.

TENNIS

Milan ends Inter’s
derby dominance
MILAN, Sept 23, (AP): Another 
early goal for Christian Pulisic, 
and this time a positive outcome 
for AC Milan.

Pulisic’s 10th-minute strike 
was canceled out by Federico 
Dimarco but Matteo Gabbia net-
ted two minutes from time as 
the Rossoneri won 2-1 at Inter 
Milanfor their fi rst derby victory 
since 2022.

Milan also prevented Inter 
from claiming what would have 
been a record seventh straight 
derby victory.

The win eased the pressure 
on Milan coach Paulo Fonseca 
after just one victory in his fi rst 
fi ve matches in charge, including 
a 3-1 defeat to Liverpool in the 
Champions League on Tuesday.

Earlier,new Roma coach Ivan 
Jurić got off to a super start as his 
team beat Udinese 3-0.

Pulisic had scored an early 
goal at San Siro against Liv-
erpool and he did so again on 
Sunday. Henrikh Mkhitaryan 
tried to chest the ball down but 
Pulisic nipped in to steal it, used 
his speed to surge forward and 
his strength to hold off another 
three defenders as he did so, be-
fore firing into the bottom left 
corner.

Inter leveled in the 28th 
minute as Dimarco played a one-
two with Lautaro Martínez, who 
managed to squeeze the ball back 
to him through a crowd of players 
and he drilled into the far bottom 
corner


