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Opinion

Wise decisions of Amir of the moment need minds to understand

US reiterates commitment to
holster ties with Kuwait, Gulf

By Ahmed Al-Jarallah
Editor-in-Chief, the Arab Times

SHAPING the future is our collective respon-
sibility. We must rise up to the challenge and
fulfill the vision announced by His Highness
Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad, the Amir of the
moment.

For six decades, Kuwait endured a power
struggle and parliamentary interference in the
executive authority’s work. Ministers often
- acted merely as execu-

tors of the orders of 50
parliamentarians. This
led to a perception that
Kuwait was governed
by 51 amirs, with MPs
assuming roles akin
to de facto rulers. His
Highness’s decision to
amend the constitution
aims to address this ir-
regular situation.

The turmoil in the
past few decades hin-
dered development and impacted the social
fabric, leaving citizens caught between the
rock of the game of political interests and the
hard place of the failure of successive Cabi-
nets in curbing parliamentary encroachment
on governmental powers and blocking legis-
lation that threaten to fundamentally change
the Kuwaiti culture.

In contrast, the neighboring Gulf countries
pursued their development goals with a clear
vision and without being deterred by discor-
dant voices.

Their leaders focus on advancing devel-
opment, regardless of all considerations.
For instance, they amended laws related to
nationality and residency to foster a culture
of productivity, rather than resting on past
achievements. As the poet Ibn Al-Wardi
wisely said, “Never say my origin and my
lineage; a man’s worth is defined by what he
acquires. The value of a person lies in what
he does best.”

In this context, we observed how the UAE
defended the owner of the “Telegram™ app,
who is an Emirati of Russian-origin. The
UAE even suspended certain agreements with
France, because it is focused on using minds
for achieving sustainable development, simi-
lar to Saudi Arabia and Bahrain.

These countries benefit from the talents
and expertise that we in Kuwait unfortunately
often overlook or expel. They understand the
value of nurturing such minds for their devel-
opment.

Therefore, when we talk about our col-
lective responsibility in shaping the future,
we must be meticulous in dotting the i’s and
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MEW plans to buy solar
energy from its citizens

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 31: The Ministry of Electric-
ity, Water, and Renewable Energy has prioritized the
project of purchasing renewable energy from citizens
as part of its annual development plan for 2024-2025,
reports Al-Seyassah daily.

According to informed sources, the ministry con-
siders this project a key initiative aimed at encour-
aging citizens to produce electricity from renewable
sources by installing solar panels on their rooftops.

The ministry plans to purchase the generated elec-
tricity at competitive prices, which will help reduce
the state’s water and electricity costs while also lower-
ing carbon emissions from power plants.

The ministry’s strategy includes acquiring up to
2,500 megawatts of renewable energy produced by
citizens, which is expected to yield significant eco-
nomic, environmental, and developmental benefits.

Currently, the ministry is evaluating the economic
impact of the project, the logistics of installing solar
panels on rooftops, and the benefits for customers,
whether individuals or institutions, in addition to en-
suring safety procedures are in place.

Newswatch

GAZA: At least 25 Palestinians fell martyred in air-
strikes launched by Israeli occupation forces at the Nu-
seirat refugee camp in the middle of the Gaza Strip
and southern city of Khan Yunis.

Three martyrs of one family were transferred to Al-
Agsa Martyrs Hospital following an Israeli occupation
air raid on a house in the west of the camp, health au-
thorities said in a press release. (KUNA)

a Qa

DUBAI: The United States military and Iraq launched
a joint raid targeting suspected Islamic State group
militants in the country’s western desert that killed at
least 15 people and left seven American troops hurt,
officials said Saturday.

For years after dislodging the militants from their
self-declared caliphate across Iraq and Syria, U.S.
forces have fought the Islamic State group, though the
casualties from this raid were higher than in previous
ones. (AP)

I R

DUBAI: Two missiles suspected to have been fired by
Yemen’s Houthi rebels targeted a Liberian-flagged
container ship in the Gulf of Aden late Friday, splash-
ing down nearby without causing any damage, author-
ities said.

The attack comes after the Houthis repeatedly as-
saulted and then boarded a Greek-flagged oil tanker
in the nearby Red Sea, planting explosives on it they
later detonated. That attack, the worst in weeks, risked
a major oil spill as the rebels’ campaign disrupts the
$1 trillion in goods that pass through the Red Sea each
year over the Israel-Hamas war in the Gaza Strip, as
well as halting some aid shipments to conflict-ravaged
Sudan and Yemen. (AP)

We're deeply engaged in region:

Ambassador Sasahara

KUNA photo
Minister of Public Works Noura Al-Mashaan discussing the progress of the project with the head of the Chinese delegation.

Call to expedite work at Mubarak Al-Kabeer Port

Al-Mashaan, China team visit Boubyan Island project

By Mohammad Ghanem
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 31: The Min-
ister of Public Works Dr. Noura Al-
Mishaan held an inspection tour of the
Mubarak Al-Kabeer Project site on
Boubyan Island on Saturday morning
by helicopter, along with senior state
officials and the Chinese government
delegation that arrived in Kuwait on
an official visit.

Minister Al-Mishaan explained that
the delegation’s field visit to the site
was aimed to activate the memoran-
dum of understanding signed between
the governments of the two friendly
countries in September 2023.

It was related to the establishment
and development of the Mubarak Al-
Kabeer Port project on Boubyan Is-
land.

The visit also aimed to provide the
Chinese government delegation with a
complete on-the-ground understand-
ing of the project. This will enable
them to implement the project effec-
tively at all stages, in line with the
ambitions of the leadership of both
countries. It also seeks to advance the
establishment of the current and future
plans for this vital project.

In this regard, the Chinese delega-
tion expressed its keenness during the
field visit to accelerate the implemen-
tation of the establishment and devel-
opment of Mubarak Al-Kabeer Port,

Continued on Page 5

Rights body slams
rape in the family

By Inaas Awadh
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 31: The National
Human Rights Bureau has expressed
profound regret and dismay over the re-
cent kidnapping and assault of a young
Kuwaiti girl by her father, a relative, and
another citizen. It stressed the urgent need
to implement all necessary legal actions

against the perpetrators.

In a special statement issued yesterday,
the National Human Rights Bureau called
on the Supreme Council for Family Af-
fairs to closely monitor the incident and
take necessary measures to protect chil-

dren from violence and exploitation.

The Bureau urged the Council to en-
sure the child receives every kind of pro-
tection and all rights in accordance with

law No. 21/2015.
Continued on Page 5

PACI deletes residential
addresses of 519 people

By Mohammad Ghanem
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 31: The Public Authority for Civil Informa-
tion (PACI) has announced through the official gazette “Kuwait
Alyoum” that the residential addresses of 519 individuals have
been deleted due to the owner’s declaration or the demolition of
the building.

These individuals are required to visit the authority to register
their new address and provide the necessary supporting documents
within 30 days from the date of publication in the official gazette.

Failure to do so may result in a penalty as specified in Article 33
of Law No. 32/1982, which imposes a fine not exceeding KD 100,
which will be multiplied by the number of affected individuals.

It is worth highlighting that PACI will continue to periodically
publish in the official gazette the details of those whose addresses
have been deleted.

Chief of Army
visits soldiers

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 31, (KUNA): Ku-
waiti Army Chief of Staff, Lieutenant
General Bandar Al-Muzain inspected
several military units and sites Saturday
morning.

During his tour, Al-Muzain stressed
the importance of maintaining peak
combat readiness and sharp vigilance, as
highlighted in a press statement from the
General Staff.

He commended the relentless efforts
of the army personnel, commended their
high level of preparedness, and under-
scored the need for continued commit-
ment to safeguard the nation’s security
and stability.

Minister gives nod for two new charities

By Fares Al-Abdan
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 31: Minister of Social Affairs,
Family and Childhood Affairs, Dr. Amthal Al-Hu-
wailah issued two decisions on the official declaration
of Kuwaitis for Jerusalem Charity Association and Atf

Association include strengthening social and cultural
solidarity between the Kuwaiti and Palestinian peoples;
raising societal awareness in a way that promotes vol-
unteerism and encourage participation in the associa-
tion’s charitable projects; and supporting development
projects that serve the Palestinian people in the fields
of health, education, and vocational and craft courses.

Charity Association.
The objectives of Kuwaitis for Jerusalem Charity

By Abdulrahman Al-Shammari
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

and Sabah Al-Ahmad City.

In a statement to the newspaper, Assistant Undersecretary for Fi-
nancial Affairs at the ministry Matrouk Al-Mutairi confirmed the ar-
rival of all reference books at the ministry’s warehouses. He disclosed
the book distribution will be done in the morning and evening; while
the Warehouses and Supplies Department is working hard to meet the
schools’ need for furniture based on the statistics and observations

submitted by the concerned teams that started working on Aug 11
He stressed the importance of distributing the books before

the effective organization of classes from the first day.

Continued on Page 5

Preparations for new school
year opening are in full swing

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 31: With about 100,000 employees in edu-
cational and administrative entities preparing for the opening of
schools next Sunday, the Ministry of Education has intensified its
efforts to distribute six million reference books for three educa-
tional stages — primary, intermediate and secondary — to around
1,000 schools in various educational districts, including Mutla’a

school year begins to ensure that students and teachers are fully
prepared for the new school year, affirming this step contributes to

Continued on Page 5

By Paulo Francisco X. Fernandes
Arab Times/Al-Seyassah Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 31:
“Given the evolving politi-
cal landscape and increas-
ing tensions in the Middle
East, the United States
of America remains fully
committed to strengthen-
ing its strategic partner-
ship with the Gulf coun-
tries, and Kuwait plays a
vital role in these efforts,”
said the US Ambassador
to Kuwait, H.E. Karen Sa-

sahara.

Addressing the Kuwaiti media
at the US
Embassy,
Thursday,
the US envoy
added, “The
US is deeply
engaged in
the  region,
both militar-
ily and dip-
lomatically.
The US pres-
ence is evi-
dent through
operations in the Red Sea, the
deployment of carrier groups,
and the constant communication
the US maintains with Kuwaiti
partners.”

“This collaboration,” she added,
“extends from military exchanges
between Kuwait and the Pentagon to
diplomatic visits between Washing-
ton and Kuwait. The primary goal of
this partnership is to ensure regional
stability and prevent any escala-
tion of conflicts. This is achieved
through continuous information ex-
change and close coordination with
our Kuwaiti allies, reflecting our
shared interest in maintaining peace
and security.”

The US prioritizes stability in the
Gulf, as it is essential for the contin-
ued well-being and economic pros-
perity of the region. Stability ensures
that people can live their lives peace-
fully and that commercial activi-
ties can proceed without disruption.
Recent events, such as the Houthi
attacks in the Red Sea, which have
targeted international shipping and
taken crew members hostage, are
deeply concerning and unacceptable,
she added.

She stressed, the United States
of America is working closely with
Gulf partners to uphold the principle
of freedom of navigation, which is a
fundamental doctrine of US policy.
This is crucial for keeping shipping
lanes open, as they are vital for global
trade, with up to 30 percent of con-
tainer ships passing through the re-
gion.

The stability of these lanes has
significant implications, not just for
the Gulf, but for the global economy,
affecting countries like Egypt and
Jordan and exacerbating their eco-
nomic difficulties. Ensuring stability
and freedom of navigation in the Gulf
is, therefore, a critical priority for the
US and its partners, she added.

Sasahara

Continued on Page 5

By Marwa Al-Bahrawi
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 31: Dr
Youssef Al-Harz, Head of the
Ophthalmology Department at Far-
waniya Hospital, announced the
successful completion of a delicate
glaucoma surgery using the state-of-
the-art EyeWatch System. This ad-
vanced technology is one of the lat-
est global innovations in glaucoma
treatment, representing a significant
step forward in managing this dan-
gerous eye disease.

Speaking to Al-Seyassah, Dr.
Al-Harz highlighted the efforts of
glaucoma specialist Dr. Abdullah Al-
Kandari, who led the surgery.

He emphasized that the EyeWatch
System, a cutting-edge device in the

the

Continued on Page 5

Kuwait adopts advanced tech
for delicate glaucoma surgery

KUNA photo
Glaucoma specialist Dr. Abdullah
Al-Kandari during surgery.



Prayer Timings
Fajr ........ 04:03 Asr.......... 15:22
Sunrise .. 05:25 Maghrib .. 18:12
Zohr ....... 11:48 Isha ........ 19:31

Local

Expected weather for next 24 hrs:

By Day: Hot with light to mod-
erate northwesterly wind to light
variable wind, with speeds of 08-
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wind to light variable wind, with
speeds of 08-30 km/h.

35 km/h.

By Night: Hot to rather hot with
light to moderate northwesterly

Station Max Exp  Min Rec
Kuwait City 44 33
Kuwait Airport 45 34
Abdaly 45 28

BIOMETRIC/FINGERPRINT APPOINTMENT: https:/meta.e.gov.kw/En/

Bubyan 46 26
Jahra 46 31
Failaka Island 43 28
Salmiyah 41 33
Ahmadi 42 29
Jal Aliyah 44 29
Nuwaisib 45 31

Leadership sends greetings on the occasion of national days

HH Amir congratulates Trinidad and Tobago, Malaysia and Kyrgyzstan

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 31, (KUNA): His Highness the Amir Sheikh Mishal Al-

Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah sent on Saturday a cable of congratulations to President
of Trinidad and Tobago Christine Carla Kangaloo on the country’s National Day.
His Highness the Amir wished the president well-being, and her country and

people progress and prosperity.

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah sent
a cable of congratulations to President Christine Carla Kangaloo on the country’s

National Day.

His Highness the Crown Prince wished the president well-being.
His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Ahmad Abdullah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah
also sent a cable of congratulations to President Christine Carla Kangaloo.

Malaysia

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad sent on Saturday a cable to
Sultan Ibrahim, King of Malaysia, congratulating him on the occasion of his coun-
try’s National Day.

In the cable, His Highness the Amir wished the king and the Malaysian people
more progress and welfare.

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Sabah Khaled sent a cable to Sultan
Ibrahim, congratulating him on the occasion of his country’s National Day, and
wishing him well-being.

His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Ahmad Abdullah sent a cable to Sultan
Ibrahim, congratulating him on the occasion of his country’s National Day.

Kyrgyzstan

tional Day.

people progress and prosperity.

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad sent on Saturday a cable of
congratulations to President of Kyrgyzstan Sadyr Japarov on the country’s Na-

His Highness the Amir wished the president well-being, and his country and

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Sabah Khaled sent a cable of congratu-
lations to President Sadyr Japarov on his country’s National Day.

His Highness the Crown Prince wished the president well-being.

Also, His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Ahmad Abdullah sent a cable of
congratulations to President Sadyr Japarov on the country’s National Day.

Belgium hands

over Presidency

of the EU Council to Hungary as
ambassadors express gratitude

By Fares Al-Abdan
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 31: European Un-
ion (EU) Ambassador Anne Koistinen
expressed her gratitude to Belgian Am-
bassador Christian Dooms for hosting the
ceremony for handing over the presiden-
cy of the Council of the European Union
from Belgium to Hungary.

Koistinen explained: The presidency
of the council rotates every six months,
with each member-state setting priorities
in the EU agenda. The president plays a
key role in advancing the EU legislative
agenda, facilitating agreement between
member-states and advancing collective
foreign policy objectives.

She affirmed that Kuwait fully cooper-
ated with Belgium during its presidency
of the council. “We may not have seen the
daily legislative work that the president
carried out in Brussels, but the ‘Team
Europe’ spirit was present. Among many
highlights, I fondly remember the joint
public diplomacy activity we carried
out in the context of the Europe Month
events, with the support of the French
Embassy.

“Since Belgium passed the torch to
Hungary on Julyl, I would like to take
this opportunity to extend my best wishes
to Hungarian Ambassador Andrds Szabd
on Hungary’s presidency of the council.
We look forward to continuing our coop-
eration with the Hungarians in the com-
ing months.

“I do not want to forget Gaza, where
a humanitarian catastrophe has been un-
folding before our eyes for the past 10
months. The EU will continue to join
forces with Arab partners and those in-
terested in ending the war in Gaza and
promote regional peace.

Congratulate

“I also congratulate our Ukrainian
friends who celebrated their Independ-
ence Day a few days ago. The EU re-
mains committed to supporting Ukraine
in its existential struggle for independ-
ence and sovereignty, which is also exis-
tential for the EU.”

Meanwhile, Dooms disclosed that the
Belgian presidency of the council fo-
cused on achieving three goals: complet-
ing legislative files before the dissolution
of the European Parliament, dealing with
ongoing crises and preparing the EU for
the future.

He confirmed that “several agreements
were finalized; such as immigration and
asylum, and the European Freedom of the
Media Act. We reached consensus on 74
additional files around six pivotal priori-
ties — protect democracy and the rule of
law, enhance the competitiveness of the
EU, achieve green and fair transforma-
tion, support health and social agendas,
protect people and borders, and support
global Europe.”

He described his country’s presidency

of the council as “successful and fruit-
ful,” wishing Hungary success in its
presidency.

Furthermore, Szabd confirmed that
Hungary started its presidency of the
council and will continue doing so until
December 2024.

He said Hungary works as a trustwor-
thy expert in the spirit of sincere coopera-
tion between member-states and institu-
tions for the sake of peace, security and
prosperity in a strong Europe; indicating
the Hungarian presidency came at a cru-
cial period in the institutional cycle.

Transition

“After the European Parliament elec-
tion, we are now in the middle of an insti-
tutional transition period. During this im-
portant period, the most crucial task for
the Hungarian presidency is to ensure a
smooth institutional transition, assist the
European Parliament and the European
Commission in the transition process,
and push for stability and continuity,” he
stated.

He pointed out that at the beginning of
the new institutional cycle, which lasts
until the next European Parliament elec-
tion five years later, the president’s mis-
sion is to initiate strategic policy discus-
sions in all areas. “We believe that the
new institutional cycle needs to bring
about change or new dynamics in some
areas,” he stressed.

He revealed “we have identified com-
petitiveness of the EU, security and de-
fense policy, expansion, cohesion, agri-
culture and demographic challenges as
key areas where we believe that Euro-
pean policies need to change and the EU
needs a new approach.”

Regarding the Middle East, he said
the common goals include prevent-
ing regional escalation of the conflict,
alleviating the suffering of innocent
civilians, and resolving the humanitar-
ian crisis. “Special attention is needed
to ensure the immediate and safe de-
livery of humanitarian aid to civilians
in Gaza. Hungary will also ensure that
the EU continues to play a vital role in
the long-term political settlement of the
conflict,” he added.

On relations between the EU and the
GCC, he confirmed that Hungary will
strengthen cooperation with the Gulf
countries through joint communication
and building a strategic partnership with
the Gulf. “We will strengthen EU-GCC
relations in the fields of security, counter-
terrorism, energy, green transformation,
people-to-people contacts, trade and in-
vestments. We intend to intensify EU’s
efforts to restore regional stability and
secure the supply chain in the Red Sea,”
he asserted.

He also announced that the first-ever
EU-GCC Summit will be held in Brus-
sels on Oct 16, and that Hungarian For-
eign Affairs Minister Péter Szijjarté will
visit Kuwait on Sept 5.

Kuwait Real Estate Valuers Assoc

seeks validation

By Marwa Al-Bahrawi
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 31: Head of the Ku-
wait Real Estate Valuers Association Qais
Al-Ghanim congratulated Minister of Com-
merce and Industry Khalifa Al-Ajeel for the
trust of the wise political leadership in him,
and for achieving his new role of oversee-
ing the state’s trade portfolio.

He encouraged Minister Al-Ajeel to ben-
efit from the association’s expertise in real
estate valuation and to seek their input on
relevant ministerial decisions.

Al-Ghanim affirmed the importance of
incorporating their insights to effectively
oversee real estate appraisers in the country.

In a press statement, Al-Ghanim ex-
plained that the association was officially
established a year ago on October 9, 2023
by ministerial resolution No. 160 issued by
the Minister of Social Affairs, Family, and
Childhood Sheikh Firas Al-Saud Al-Sabah.
The establishment of the association high-
lights its important role in organizing the
real estate appraisal profession.

He said, “We are hoping that the Ministry
of Commerce and Industry will officially
recognize the association as the responsible
body for real estate valuers in Kuwait. We
have a strong track record and great exper-
tise in this field, particularly after joining
the International Valuation Standards Coun-
cil (IVSC) based in London, which is one of
the most prestigious global organizations in
real estate valuation.”

Al-Ghanim also mentioned that the as-
sociation has signed an agreement with an
applied institute to offer training courses for

from ‘Commerce’

Arab economic council’s

prep meets start Sunday

CAIRO, Aug 31, (KUNA): Preparatory
meetings for the 114th session of the Arab
Economic and Social Council (AESC) will
kick off on Sunday at the Arab League’s
headquarters in Cairo to discuss coopera-
tion issues in social and economic fields.

The council’s 114th session will kick off
on Thursday.

The meetings, in which Kuwait takes
part, is set to start with the social commit-
tee’s meetings which focus on some topics
in social field.

The meeting includes the Arab strategy
for lifetime education, the role of social
support to achieve equity in education and
elderly education as well as some reports
and decisions of the ministerial councils
and committees.

On Monday and Tuesday, the economic
committee will hold its meetings to deal
with the economic issues listed on the
agenda, including the report of Arab food
security for 2023 and follow-up implement-
ing the Arab program for sustainable food
security, and the agricultural development
strategy for 2020-2023 as well as others.

real estate valuers both locally and interna-
tionally. He highlighted the association’s
commitment to consistency, neutrality, and
transparency, which are essential principles
to build public trust in the appraisal profes-
sion.
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Photo by Mohammad Morsi

A group photo from the ceremony commemorating 102nd Turkish Victory Day

Kuwait-Turkey military relations
‘excellent’: Sheikh Dr Abdullah

Embassy marks 102nd Turkish Victory Day

(AN

Al-Seyassah photo

Major General Saffah during the inauguration of the building.

Mol inaugurates facilities security bhuilding

The Ministry of Interior has announced the inau-
guration of the Facilities Security Building at the
Al-Zour Refinery, underlining its commitment to
providing top-tier security and protection for the
gaglion’s critical infrastructure, reports Al-Seyassah
aily.

The building, affiliated with the Kuwait Integrat-
ed Petroleum Industries Company (KIPIC), was
opened by Assistant Undersecretary for Special
Security Affairs, Major General Abdullah Saffah.

During the inauguration, Major General Saffah
was briefed on the operations of KIPIC and the re-
sponsibilities of the security teams stationed at the
company’s facilities. He conducted an inspection of
the new building, reviewing its equipment and ca-

pabilities, and concluded his visit with a field tour of
the security points at the refinery.

Major General Saffah expressed his gratitude to
all those involved in the successful completion of
the project. He emphasized that the opening of this
facility aligns with the Ministry of Interior’s senior
leadership’s directives to foster collaboration be-
tween civil and security sectors, ensuring the high-
est levels of security and protection for vital national
facilities.

He commended the efforts of the General De-
partment of Facilities Security, highlighting the im-
portance of continued vigilance and caution in safe-
guarding the nation’s critical assets.

Other Voices

125 years of Kuwait-UK

By Nasser Al-Hajeri

s we celebrate the 125th anniversary of Kuwait-
UK relations this year, it’s a fitting moment
to reflect on a partnership that has stood the test of
time. This enduring relationship, which began in the
late 19th century, is marked by a rich history of mu-

tual support, shared values, and

a deep understanding of each

other’s cultures and aspirations.

Over the years, what started as a a
strategic alliance has blossomed
into a multifaceted partnership,
encompassing not only political
and military cooperation but also
strong cultural and economic ties. |
This milestone anniversary is a

reminder of the lasting friendship -
and respect between Kuwait and -
the United Kingdom, one that Al-Hajeri

continues to evolve and strength-
en with each passing year.

The origins of the Kuwait-UK relationship date
back to the 19th century when the Anglo-Kuwaiti
Agreement was signed in 1899. This agreement,
which provided British protection in exchange for
Kuwaiti autonomy, laid the foundation for a part-
nership that would grow stronger over the decades.
The agreement was not merely a strategic move but
a testament to the mutual trust and respect between
the leadership of both nations. It marked the begin-
ning of a relationship that would weather the storms
of global conflicts, economic challenges, and re-
gional instabilities.

At the heart of the Kuwait-UK relationship is a
shared commitment to stability, security, and pros-
perity. Both nations have consistently supported each

relations: A special bond

other in times of need, whether through military coop-
eration or diplomatic support in international forums.
The UK has played a significant role in Kuwait’s de-
fense, particularly during the Gulf War in 1990-1991,
when British forces were instrumental in liberating
Kuwait from Iragi occupation. This enduring experi-
ence has further strengthened the bond between the
two countries, reinforcing their commitment to peace
and security in the region.

Beyond political and military cooperation, the
Kuwait-UK relationship is enriched by strong cul-
tural and economic connections. The UK has long
been a favoured destination for Kuwaiti students,
with thousands of young Kuwaitis pursuing higher
education in British universities. This educational
exchange has fostered greater understanding and
goodwill between the people of both nations. Fur-
thermore, the UK is a key trading partner for Ku-
wait, with significant investments flowing in both
directions. From energy to finance, the economic
ties between the two countries have created a robust
partnership that benefits both economies.

As we look forward to the next chapter of the
Kuwait-UK relationship, there is a shared vision of
continued cooperation and mutual growth. Both na-
tions are committed to addressing global challenges
such as climate change, regional security, and eco-
nomic diversification. With a foundation built on
trust, shared values, and common goals, the future
of the Kuwait-UK relationship looks bright.

The Kuwait-UK relationship is a testament to
the power of diplomacy, mutual respect, and shared
interests. As we celebrate 125 years of this enduring
partnership, we can look forward to a future of con-
tinued collaboration and friendship between these
two great nations.

By Fares Al-Abdan
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 31:
Ministry of Defense Under-
secretary Sheikh Dr. Abdul-
lah Al-Mishaal has affirmed
that the Kuwaiti-Turkish re-
lationship is “excellent, as we
are keen on maintaining se-
curity in the country through
our Armed Forces and in co-
operation with the armies of
friendly countries.”

Sheikh Dr. Abdullah Al-
Mishaal made the statement
during the reception organized
by the Turkish Embassy to com-
memorate the 102nd Turkish Vic-
tory Day; with Air Defense Com-
mander Major General Khaled
Al-Shariaan, officials, military
personnel and members of the
diplomatic corps in attendance.

He pointed out that attending this
ceremony embodies the nature of the
relationship between the two coun-
tries; asserting there are many ways
of cooperation between the two coun-
tries in different fields, especially in
the military field. He said the latest
cooperation between the Kuwaiti
Ministry of Defense and the Turkish
Industries Agency is on the drones.

Meanwhile, Turkish Ambassador to
Kuwait Tuba Nur Sonmez highlighted
the progress achieved by the Turkish
Armed Forces during the past centu-
ry, especially in the past two decades
when great strides were made through
reforms, technological innovation and
international cooperation.

She added the relationship with Ku-
wait is strong, deep and historical; indi-
cating the two countries share a similar
vision on regional peace and security.
She stated that the recent visit of His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Mishal Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah to Turkey
and the signing of a defense procure-
ment agreement between the two gov-
ernments are considered a manifesta-
tion of the strong cooperation between
the two countries.

On the ongoing crisis in Gaza, she
hopes the international community
will take decisive measures to end the
violence. She stressed that Turkey and
Kuwait are committed to supporting
the Palestinian cause, as well as calling
for justice and lasting peace.

Kuwait cultural week
in UK from Sept 2 to 6

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 31: As part of
the Kuwait cultural week in the UK
under the umbrella of the celebra-
tions marking 125 years of the Ku-
waiti-British partnership, the Al Sadu
Society is proud to launch this exhi-
bition, says a press release issued by
the British embassy in Kuwait.

Bayt AlSha’ar, a mobile cultural
space, is showcasing the crucial role
of the tent in the sustenance and hos-
pice of the nomadic Bedouin of the
past, along with the rich traditions of
nomadic culture. The interactive Sadu
weaving demonstrations will be from
10 am to 1 pm and from 3 pm to 6 pm
at the embassy of the State of Kuwait
in the UK from Sept 2 to Sept 6, 2024.
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A DIGEST OF PUBLIC OPINION

‘Defending forgery offenders
IS a threat to law and order’

“FORGERY is a serious crime uni-
versally condemned, and its perpe-
trators face zero tolerance. Kuwait,
unfortunately, has witnessed various
forms of forgery -- ranging from fake
citizenship and falsified certificates
to fraudulent employment claims
and deceptive university promotions.
Each form of forgery is a severe and
dangerous crime,” columnist Dr. Mo-
hammed Al-Magqati wrote for Al-
Jarida daily.
“Among these,
the forgery of
citizenship is par-

fa e
ticularly  alarm-

| & = )
ing. It represents

a covert entry into \ f
the nation, allow- .%"-.
ing someone who 3
does not belong
to it to assume its
identity.

“The  ethical
implications and
the threat to national security and so-
cial harmony posed by such actions
are profound. Those who engage in
this deceitful behavior undermine the
nation’s sovereignty and stability,
driven by personal gain and harmful
intentions.

“It is both misguided and troubling
that some downplay this grave danger
or, worse, defend these offenders with
weak justifications that effectively en-
dorse forgery and criminality.

“Forgery cases have involved various
fraudulent activities, including falsely
claiming citizenship through fabricated
documents, illegal marriages, and mis-
leading affiliation claims.

“The defenders of these criminals
may view the removal of fake citizen-
ship as harsh or unjust. However, those
who commit forgery or falsify their af-
filiations are engaged in serious crimes
that cannot be overlooked.

“The state has an obligation to ad-
dress these issues decisively, ensur-
ing that those who benefit from such
crimes are stripped of their ill-gotten
gains.

“The judiciary has consistently ruled
against individuals involved in forgery,
affirming that citizenship issues are sov-
ereign matters under the sole jurisdic-
tion of the executive authority.

“The appeals in these cases are typi-
cally rejected, and the judiciary upholds
the removal of fraudulent citizenship
as a necessary measure to preserve na-
tional integrity.

“Anyone who supports, defends, or
shields individuals involved in forgery
is complicit in their crime. Such posi-
tions are not a matter of free opinion but
a direct challenge to the law, the state’s
sovereignty, and social peace. Mis-
representing these actions as a human
rights issue undermines justice and law
enforcement.

“Kuwait’s stance is clear: the nation
must remain free from counterfeiters.
This is a non-negotiable decision vital
for maintaining the country’s integrity
and sovereignty.”

Also:

“In times when financial matters
and personal grievances seem to
overshadow basic human rights, it is
crucial to remember that the rights of
individuals hold great significance
and cannot be compromised,” colum-
nist Turki Al-Azmi wrote for Al-Rai
daily.

“This article is directed at those re-
sponsible for ensuring fair treatment
and due rights, especially in an era
where financial concerns and envy of-
ten dominate. The notion that the right
to a decent life, or ‘prosperity’, should
be measured solely by financial costs is
a flawed perspective.

“Despite years of rising inflation and
escalating living expenses, salaries have
stagnated, leading many to struggle
with debt, particularly retirees. It is not
uncommon to hear pleas like, ‘Oh God,
pay off our debts and enrich us from
poverty’.

“It is disheartening to witness some
individuals advocating for cuts to bo-
nuses and allowances rather than in-
creasing salaries and enhancing the
living standards of citizens. The reduc-
tions in employees’ wages, especially
when combined with existing financial
obligations, further exacerbate their
hardships.

“Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon
him) warned of the grave consequences
of oppressing others, stating, ‘Beware
the supplication of the oppressed, for
there is no veil between it and God’.
This serves as a reminder to government
leaders to respect and restore rights be-
fore it is too late.

“The material considerations and
cost-saving measures should never
come at the expense of people’s rights.
Allah has forbidden injustice, empha-
sizing that no one should inflict harm
upon others. Article 20 of the Kuwaiti
Constitution affirms the right to live in
prosperity.

“Upholding trust and ensuring jus-
tice are fundamental for stability and
development. The Quran commands,
‘God commands you to render trusts
to those to whom they are due’, high-
lighting the importance of fairness in
evaluating and distributing rights and
responsibilities.

“Every leader should reflect on their
role in upholding citizens’ rights and
improving their living conditions.

“This includes providing quality edu-
cation, healthcare, diversified income
sources, good infrastructure, and hold-
ing corrupt individuals accountable.
Leaders should also work to recover
misappropriated funds and enhance
public services.

“I leave this reflection to those with a
conscience and sense of patriotism. We

Dr. Al-Magqati

pray to God guide to us in fulfilling our
duties with integrity and compassion.”

g a Q

“If the government has no work to
do, it ends up focusing on “supplies”,
and keeping a close eye on our sup-
plies. Sometimes supplies are deliv-
ered to our homes, and other times
new items are added. They occasion-
ally might deprive citizens of their
right to supplies. If it were up to cer-
tain senior officials, they might cancel
the supplies altogether and leave us at
the mercy of unscrupulous merchants,
slaughtering us Islamically from vein
to vein!,” columnist Talal Al-Saeed
wrote for Al-Seyassah daily.

“The government continues to taunt
us with this issue, making supplies a
constant source of concern. They of-
ten suggest or hint at the possibility
of canceling or redirecting them away
from those who need them. Yet, every
Kuwaiti living on this land is entitled
to these supplies, as the law does not
discriminate based on wealth or income
level.

“I wish the senior officials would
explicitly clarify their intentions regard-
ing this supply issue, rather than all the
commotion and uncertainty. The Ku-
waiti public is well aware that the gov-
ernment is struggling with the problem
of supplies being stolen and exported
abroad, particularly to Egypt, and now
to Syria, Iraq, and Yemen. This is clear
evidence that the government, despite
its efforts, is unable to manage the com-
pany’s warehouses and branches, which
are run by expatriates. These expatri-
ates, though diverse in many aspects
of life, seem united in their actions
against us. When the government fails
to address these issues, the burden falls
heavily on the ordinary citizens, who
anxiously wait each month to receive
their supplies and meet their household
needs.

“On behalf of the Kuwaiti public,
we urge the government to refrain
from delivering or increasing the
number of supplies for us. What we
need is for you to leave the supplies
alone and focus on improving control
and oversight.

“Prioritize  tightening  control
and dealing with the theft of sup-
plies from company warehouses and
branches. As long as the legislation
is in your hands, impose stricter
penalties for supply theft, such as
confiscating the vehicle used in the
crime, doubling the fines, and hold-
ing senior officials accountable be-
fore the petty thieves.

“Ensure rigorous monitoring and
administrative action is taken against
anyone suspected of wrongdoing, even
if they are not caught in the act. Accel-
erate the Kuwaitization of associations,
starting with the supplies branches. This
approach would be more effective than
merely managing the supply distribu-
tion.”

g o Q

“Surah  Ash-Shams, 7-10 (trans-
lated): And by the soul and He who
proportioned it, and inspired it (with
discernment of) its wickedness and its
righteousness. He has succeeded who
purifies it. And he has failed who in-
stills it (with corruption),” columnist
Dr. Khaled Ayed Aljenfawi wrote for
Al-Seyassah daily.

“The term “reformer” in this article
describes an ordinary person who does
not hold any official position but pres-
ents themselves on social media or local
visual and audio media as a champion
of societal reform. However, it often
turns out that such individuals, who are
disconnected from their personal reality
and are excessively vocal about their re-
form demands, may be the ones most in
need of internal reform in their own pri-
vate lives and in their interactions with
others in public life.

“Based on my humble understanding
of psychological motives and general
human behavior, there are compelling
reasons for individuals in today’s world
to focus primarily on self-reform rather
than attempting to reform society. This
approach is often more beneficial to the
individuals rather than being preoccu-
pied with reforming society. Here are
some key points:

1. The reasons for the “reformer” be-
ing preoccupied with the affairs of oth-
ers while neglecting their own self:

Some individuals become so enam-
ored with their own perceived righ-
teousness that they reached the stage
of detachment from reality. They
view themselves as the moral exem-
plars of society, which causes them to
stick their noses in others’ lives. This
delusional mindset results in these
individuals offering unsolicited ad-
vice, reprimanding others, and mak-
ing unfounded accusations of corrup-
tion, all while failing to address their
own internal issues. These individu-
als often direct their criticism toward
imaginary problems and people. They
are driven by a desire for fame, media
attention, and maintaining a spotlight
for as long as possible.

2. The importance of self-improve-
ment:

A wise and intelligent person focuses
on reforming their own inner and outer
selves religiously, morally and socially,
which, in turn, contributes to the bet-
terment of their social environment.
Someone who fails to address their own
self-reform cannot effectively contrib-
ute to societal improvement. Those who
acknowledge the need for internal re-
form will also care for the rights of their
family and will respect the autonomy of
others, avoiding undue interference in
their lives.”

— Compiled by PFX Fernandes
and Mahmoud Ateyieh
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National Authority for Academic Accreditation and Education Quality Assurance and team from Sa’ad Al-Abdullah
Academy for Security Sciences and Training during the meeting.

National Authority & Sa’ad Al-Abdullah
Academy discuss military accreditation

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 31: A coor-
dination meeting was held between
the National Authority for Academic
Accreditation and Education Quality
Assurance and a team from the Sa’ad
Al-Abdullah Academy for Security
Sciences and Training to initiate the
process of obtaining military institu-
tional accreditation for the academy,
reports Al-Jarida daily.

In a press statement, the authority

highlighted that this meeting aligns with
the state’s vision and reflects the direc-
tives of His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Mishal Al-Ahmad, His Highness the
Crown Prince Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled,
and His Highness the Prime Minister
Sheikh Ahmed Al-Abdullah.

The statement also emphasized
that this effort represents an ongoing
commitment to collaborative work be-
tween the authority and military higher

education institutions. Dr. Jassim Al-
Ali, the Director General of the author-
ity, and his team welcomed the acad-
emy’s representatives and presented
an overview of the authority’s role in
evaluating higher education programs.

This initiative aims to enhance
community security knowledge and
improve the quality of education in
Kuwait by starting the accreditation
process for the academy.
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Fake police rob
Asian’s 40 dinars

By Munif Nayef
Al-Seyassah/Arab
Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 31:
An investigation has been
launched to find an unknown
individual who imperson-
ated a police officer and
stole KD 40 from an Asian
resident in Sulaibiya before
fleeing.

According to security
sources, the victim reported
to the Sulaibiya police sta-
tion that he was approached
by someone who claimed to
be a police officer. The im-
personator, at gunpoint, de-
manded his wallet and took
KD 40 before escaping.

A case of robbery with vi-
olence has been filed, and ef-
forts are underway to identify
and arrest the suspect.

a Q u]

Intruder held: A 1978-
born expatriate has been
arrested for sneaking into a
Kuwaiti citizen’s house, re-
ports Al-Anba daily.

When the Operations
Room of the Ministry of In-
terior received a report from
the citizen about an intruder
in his house, securitymen
rushed to the location and
found the suspect tied up.

The citizen explained
that his wife had awakened
him after noticing suspi-
cious movement inside their
house. The citizen then ap-
prehended the intruder, and
kept him tied up until securi-
tymen arrived.

Expat accused of emhezzling 450,000
dinars by using fake invoices of co-ops

Two arrested for altering mileage meters of vehicles

By Munif Nayef

Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff
and Agencies

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 31:
The General Traffic De-
partment (GTD) of the
Ministry of Interior has
apprehended two indi-
viduals involved in tam-
pering with vehicle mile-
age meters at a car repair
workshop in Al-Rai area.
The arrest took place on
Thursday, August 29,
2024, following an inves-
tigation by the Technical
Inspection Department’s
Workshop  Monitoring
Section, reports Al-Jari-
da daily.

According to officials, the ga-
rage in question was found alter-
ing the meters of used vehicles in
exchange for payment. The Inter-
national Standards Department of
the Technical Inspection Depart-
ment compiled a comprehensive
report documenting the illegal
activities. The report included
detailed information about the ga-
rage’s location and the identities of
those involved.

Subsequently, the General
Department of Criminal Investi-
gations, specifically the Depart-
ment of Combating Counterfeit-

ing and Forgery Crimes, was
alerted to take immediate action.
The two individuals were caught
in the act and all equipment
used for tampering was seized.
The suspects have been referred
to the appropriate authorities,
and the workshop has been shut
down by the Ministry of Com-
merce.
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‘KD 450K embezzled’: A Kuwaiti
citizen has accused an expatriate
of embezzling KD 450,000 using
fake invoices related to transac-
tions with cooperative societies,
reports Al-Anba daily.

Based on instructions from the
Attorney General’s representative,
the suspect has been arrested for
investigations into the allegations
that the suspect tampered with in-
voices from a general trading and
contracting company and illegally
appropriating a huge sum of mon-

According to security sources, the
Kuwaiti manager of the company
had filed the report at Maidan Ha-
wally Police Station, stressing that
the expatriate, who works in the fi-
nance department of the company,
embezzled KD 450,000 by using
fake invoices related to transactions
with cooperative societies.

Specialized audits revealed that
the suspect diverted the funds in-
tended for products that were sup-
posed to be delivered to the soci-
eties, including returns of returned
products.

The suspect will soon be con-
fronted with the evidence submit-

Mol blocks 392 fake websites

involved in fraud &

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 31: Citizens have incurred huge
losses over the past few months when they fell into the
trap of websites impersonating Al-Durra Company for
Recruiting Domestic Workers; which prompted the secu-
rity authorities to take action to stop the fraudulent acts
targeting the citizens, including the closure of dozens of
fake websites involved in extortion,

daily.

The Combating Cybercrime Department at the Interior
Ministry, in cooperation with the Communications and
Information Technology Regulatory Authority (CITRA)
and telecommunications companies, blocked 52 fake
websites involved in fraud and deception by impersonat-

ing Al-Durra Company.

The ministry has warned about fraudulent operations on
wixsite and the suspicious links on social media sites. It af-
firmed this step is part of the ongoing efforts of the Criminal
Security Sector to protect society from illegal activities, as
well as the monitoring and accurate follow up operations car-
ried out by the Combating Cybercrime Department, in coor-
dination with the concerned authorities.

This move resulted in blocking about 392 fake web-
sites engaged in fraud and deception, including 52 that
are impersonating Al-Durra Company for Recruiting and
Employing Domestic Workers; in addition to the suspen-
sion of more than 662 fraudulent Kuwaiti WhatsApp
numbers -- 65 percent of which claimed to be that of the

company.

The department confirmed the continuous monitoring
of fake websites to block them first-hand, and then take D
all the necessary legal measures to combat these fake and
illegal activities, as well as to protect citizens and expatri-
ates from such fraudulent operations.

The ministry urged everyone to deal with trusted web-
sites and entities only; stressing the need to verify their
credibility before making any purchases, authentication
through the ‘My Identity’ application and financial trans-
actions; or clicking fake links from search engines or
advertisements on social media sites. It emphasized the
importance of checking the name of the site, to be wary
of ‘wixsite’ sites to ensure protection of their money and
personal information, and to avoid falling prey to those

engaged in fraud and deception.

ted by the informant in the case,
which is categorized as a breach
of trust.

KM issues 249 warnings: Kuwait
Municipality revealed that 249
warnings were issued and 19 vio-
lations were recorded in Mutla’a;
where some property owners failed
to comply with safety rules and
regulations and endangered pedes-
trians in the area, reports Al-Jarida
daily.

In a press statement, the Mu-
nicipality announced that the
violations were uncovered when
the inspection team at the Safety
Department in its branch in Jahra
Governorate carried out a compre-
hensive inspection campaign in
Mutla’a recently.

It called on property owners to
take all the prescribed safety mea-
sures, adhere to regulations, and
remove the construction debris left
ey. by the contractor and the property
owner to avoid legal problems. It
warned that the inspection team
will not hesitate in taking legal ac-
tion against anyone proven to have
committed violations.

Young drunk driver held: A
23-year-old man was detained at
Jahra Police Station for driving un-
der the influence of alcohol, while
a bottle of alcohol and a drinking
glass containing a yellow intoxi-
cating substance were seized, re-
ports Al-Anba daily.

The Operations Unit at the In-
terior Ministry received a report
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about a vehicle in running mode
in a school parking lot. When the
patrol officers arrived at the scene,
they found the young man inside

the vehicle in an abnormal condi-

 Q d

tion with a drinking glass contain-
ing a yellow substance in his hand.
A bottle of imported liquor was
found in the vehicle.
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No trace of missing man: For the
second consecutive day, the Minis-
try of Interior’s search and rescue
teams, along with helicopters, have
been extensively searching the Al-
Salmi desert for a missing citizen.
Despite their efforts, no trace of
the missing person has been found,
reports Al-Anba daily.

According to security sources,
the informant,
zen’s brother, said his brother was
stranded in the desert without wa-
ter or gasoline.

The helicopter unit has con-
ducted two flight missions over
the desert area, but yielded no new
information.

The missing person’s friend had
informed the brother that he had re-
ceived a call from the missing per-
son, who said he was lost and did not

who is the citi-

have water and gasoline. This friend

had a dispute with his brother who
has been missing for 13 years.

The sources revealed that the
investigation is now focused on
the friend to figure out if he was
involved in the citizen’s disappear-
ance. The search area, character-
ized by dense sand, is located ap-
proximately seven kilometers from
the nearest asphalt road.

deception

reports Al-Shahed
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MoE ‘“tightens rules’ on workers ...

termination of service requests

New guidelines safeguard employee benefits

By Abdulrahman Al-Shammari
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 31: The Undersec-
retary of the Ministry of Education Man-
sour Al-Daihani has approved new guide-
lines for all ministry employees regarding
requests for termination of service.

The decision issued by the undersecretary in
this regard addresses issues related to incom-
plete applications for service termination within
the Administrative Affairs and Administrative
Development Sector. It reflects the ministry’s
commitment to ensuring that employees do not
lose any of their benefits when requesting to end
their service either through resignation or retire-
ment. It aims to prevent employees from losing
benefits due to a lack of awareness, which could
adversely affect their retirement pension.

The decision issued by the Ministry of Education
outlines specific guidelines for employees requesting
to end their service:

1. Review of Retirement Entitlement:

Employees must consult with the Public Institution
for Social Security to verify their retirement pension
entitlement before submitting a service termination
request. They should also bring a recent salary cer-
tificate.

2. Submission Procedure:

Requests to end service must be submitted at the
employee’s work center and approved by an autho-
rized individual according to ministerial decisions.

The request must be signed by the employee or their
authorized representative, specifying the resignation
or retirement date. Requests will not be accepted if
submitted after the specified termination date.

3. Request Date and Leave Balance:

Requests with a submission date after the termina-
tion date will not be accepted.
The leave balance must be
recorded in both letters and
numbers and approved by the
competent authority. Applica-
tions with manually modified
termination dates will only be
accepted if approved by the au-
thorized person.

4. File Review and Timing:

Employees should review
their file with the termination
of service department in their
educational zone to ensure
they have completed the required retirement period.
Requests should be submitted at least one month be-
fore the desired termination date to allow sufficient
time for processing.

5. Supplemental Benefits and Insurance:

Employees secking benefits under Articles 1 and
42 of Law No. 8/2010 regarding the rights of persons
with disabilities or those who wish to subscribe to the
optional supplemental insurance as per Minister of Fi-
nance’s Resolution No. 7/2019 must:

B Submit an electronic request through the Minis-
try’s website.

B Obtain approvals from the Public Authority for
Disability Affairs and the Public Institution for Social

Al-Daihani

Security.

H Attach these approvals to their official termina-
tion request.

6. Service Period Verification:

Employees who have been on mission or study
leave must ensure they complete a similar period of
service upon return to avoid financial consequences
as outlined in Article 32 of Civil Service Council’s
Resolution No. 10/1986. They must also ensure that
decisions regarding their delegation are confirmed or
canceled before submitting a termination request.

7. Leave Coordination:

Employees must ensure that they do not submit any
leaves that conflict with the termination date. All sub-
mitted leaves must be approved before the termination
request is made. Coordination with the Leaves and At-
tendance Department is required, including providing
a leave extract for the last three years of service and
obtaining clearance from the Supplies and Warehous-
es Department if applicable.

8. End-of-Service Bonus:

Non-Kuwaiti employees with a second contract
must submit their termination request at least one
month before the contract end date to avoid losing
part of their end-of-service gratuity. For terminating
the contract, the request should be made three months
before the service end date as stipulated in the contract
to avoid losing a quarter of the gratuity. Employees
must continue working until the termination date and
avoid unapproved absences that could delay the end-
of-service gratuity.

The Ministry urges all employees to adhere to these
guidelines to ensure the protection of employees’
rights.

CSC upgrades website for 7,000 new job seekers

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 31: The Civil
Service Commission (CSC) is develop-
ing its website to ease the registration
of 7,000 new job seekers for the 88th
recruitment period, which will start on
Sept 6 and will last for 14 days, reports
Al-Anba daily quoting sources.
Sources clarified that while technical
preparations are proceeding well; there
will be a precautionary overlap during
the first six days of the recruitment pe-

riod, as approximately 6,000 new job
seekers will register concurrently with
1,000 who hold intermediate and sec-
ondary certificates whose registration
starts on Sept 15 while that of the new
job seekers continues until Sept 20.
Asked about the end of the registration
period for intermediate and secondary
certificate holders, sources affirmed that
the deadline will be announced soon.
Sources said more questions were

raised about the training plan for 2,000
citizens with intermediate and second-
ary certificates as follows:

B Will these citizens receive the same
salary if appointed to similar positions?

B Will the training course affect al-
lowances or job titles?

B How will the training course be
integrated into the central employment
system?

Sources revealed there is a suggestion

to limit the training period to one month.
Sources added there is a call to clarify the
budget for the training plan, as some have
emphasized the need to determine wheth-
er the cost will be covered by the CSC or
the budget of each government agency.
Sources pointed out the training budget
for the CSC has been approved and it has
announced the upcoming training pro-
gram, but there is still a need to resolve
differences on budgetary responsibilities.

Secure henefits, follow protocols

ation undersecretary suggests

pre-retirement PIFSS consultations

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 31: Undersec-
retary of the Ministry of Education,
Mansour Al-Daihani, has issued a
directive advising citizens who are
considering retirement to first con-
sult with the Public Institution for
Social Security (PIFSS) to deter-
mine their eligibility for a retirement
pension before formally submitting
a request to terminate their services,
reports Al-Seyassah daily.

This consultation should be ac-
companied by a recent contract
salary certificate to ensure that
employees are fully aware of their
entitlements and do not lose out on
any benefits due to lack of knowl-
edge.

For expatriates, Al-Daihani em-
phasized the importance of submit-
ting a request to end their contract
at least three months before their
desired termination date. Failure to
do so may result in losing a quarter
of their end-of-service bonus.

The decision, a copy of which
has been obtained by the daily out-
lines the process for submitting a
resignation or retirement request.

Employees must submit their
request at their respective work
center, and it must be approved by
the authorized individual as per the
ministry’s regulations.

The request must be properly
signed by the concerned employee
or an official with a special power
of attorney, and the resignation date
must be clearly specified.

Regarding the rights of persons
with disabilities and their partici-
pation in optional supplementary
insurance, the following guide-
lines must be followed -- submit an
electronic application through the
Ministry’s website; obtain approval
from the Public Authority for Dis-
ability Affairs; get a formal letter of
approval from the PIFSS and attach
copies of these approvals with the
application for retirement.

For participation in optional sup-
plementary insurance, submit an
electronic application through the

Al-Omar will receive
citizens each Sunday

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 31: The Min-
istry of State for Communications
Affairs announced that Minister
Omar Al-Omar will begin receiving
citizens every Sunday, reports Al-
Seyassah daily.

The appointments can be booked
through the ministry’s “Appoint-
ments” feature
in the Sahel
application for
government e-

g - services.
_m’ This initia-
r ~  §| tive by Minister
R AS } Al-Omar aligns
- | with the open-
Ty door policy,
oo which he is
committed to
Al-Omar following in

accordance
with the instructions of the political
leadership.

The policy emphasizes direct
engagement with citizens and em-
ployees across the agencies under
his purview, including the Ministry
of Communications, Communica-
tions and Information Technology
Regulatory Authority (CITRA) and
the Central Agency for Information
Technology.

Ministry’s website and ensure that
the period of service for employees
who were on mission or study leave
is properly accounted for before
submitting the request to terminate
service.

This is in accordance with Article
32 of Civil Service Council Resolu-
tion No. 10 of 1986, which requires
employees to serve a period equal to
the duration of their mission or study
leave in the same sending entity.

All employees are urged to ad-
here to government guidelines to
ensure a smooth termination pro-
cess and avoid any financial or pro-
cedural complications.

Top hygiene standards ensured

MOoE carries out comprehensive school
cleaning plan ahead of academic year
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By Abdulrahman Al-Shammari
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 31: The Ministry
of Education has implemented an urgent
and comprehensive plan for cleaning
schools, with eight cleaning workers as-
signed in each school in preparation for
the 2024 academic year.

Assistant Undersecretary for Public
Education Affairs Mansour Al-Dhafiri
has instructed the directors general
of educational districts, as well as the
directors of the Religious Education
Department and Special Education
Schools Department, to look into any
negligence on the part of companies
contracted to provide cleaning work-
ers to ensure proper implementation of
the plan. He also asked them to conduct
regular assessment of the readiness of
schools and to focus on cleaning class-
rooms, bathrooms and school facilities
in general.

Al-Dhafiri pointed out that in the
context of preparing and equipping
schools for the new academic year and
to avoid the recurrence of problems re-
lated to providing workers in schools, it
is necessary to report manpower short-
age if any or lack of cooperation on the
part of companies in charge of imple-
menting the plan through coordination
and follow up with the public services
monitoring units in the educational dis-
tricts. He stressed the need for the prep-
aration teams to record observations
in this regard in order to guarantee the
completion of tasks within the specified
period.

In addition, educational sector sourc-
es confirmed the plan to provide eight
cleaning workers in each school before
the opening of classes. Sources clarified
that the tasks and distribution of clean-
ing workers are based on the size of the
school and its needs. They said the tasks
include daily cleaning of floors; wiping
tables and desks; ensuring that places
are free of garbage; weekly cleaning of
glass, doors and panels; daily cleaning of
bathrooms, including washing toilets and
sinks; cleaning floors; providing cleaning
and sterilization materials several times a
day or as needed; sterilizing surfaces and
changing soap and paper; daily cleaning
of corridors and yards, including sweep-
ing and mopping floors in corridors;
cleaning outdoor yards and collecting
garbage; weekly comprehensive washing
and disinfection of corridors and yards;
daily cleaning of offices, laboratories and

Al-Jarida photo
School cleaning schools in preparation
for the 2024 academic year.

MoE calls upon self-funded
students to update records

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 31: The Ministry
of Higher Education has urged stu-
dents studying at their own expense to
update their academic records through
the cultural office in their country of
study to ensure the continued dis-
bursement of their social allowance,
reports Al-Jarida daily.

Additionally, students accepted
into the external missions plan for
the 2024/2025 academic year are re-
quired to visit the ministry with their
guardian to sign the financial pledge
within 60 days of the announcement
of results.

Failure to do so may result in the ter-
mination of the student’s mission and
disqualification from applying for future
mission plans.

administrative facilities; wiping devices
and ensuring the cleanliness of common
spaces; collecting waste from classrooms
and other facilities; emptying containers
at designated collection points; periodic
sterilization according to the schedule
agreed with the school administration;
and continuous sterilization of sensitive
areas like laboratories, canteens and com-
puter rooms.

The plan includes the need for the
school administration to closely monitor
the performance of tasks, in coordina-
tion with the public services monitoring
units, to ensure that tasks are carried out
properly, and to immediately respond to
emergency cleaning and maintenance
needs.

Al-Magwa drainage plan approved

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 31: Kuwait Mu-
nicipality has approved the request
of the Public Authority for Roads and
Transportation (PART) to allocate wa-
ter basins, channels and links for col-
lecting and draining rainwater in Al-
Magwa to serve Ahmadi and Mangaf,
reports Al-Jarida daily.

PART affirmed this is a good solution
to the accumulation of rain in the area sur-
rounding Ahmadi and Mangaf.

The request is to allocate a part of the
area for afforestation for two water ba-
sins -- one basin measures 92,102 square

meters and the other measures 209,405
square meters; in addition to two wa-
ter channels -- one is 2,021 meters long
and 40 meters wide and the other is 343
meters long and 40 meters wide, and two
water links.

In its approval, the Municipality em-
phasized the need to comply with the
conditions specified by members of the
Public Facilities and Services Subcom-
mittee during its meeting No. 5/2021 on
May 4, 2021; as well as to coordinate
with the members before implementing
the project.



LOCAL

ARAB TIMES, SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 1, 2024

5

Wise decisions

Continued from Page 1

crossing the t’s, because we strive for
development, which is the vision clear-
ly set forth by His Highness the Amir
of the moment.

We cannot stand idly by while we
restrict the great potential of talented
individuals, including those from the
Bedoun community and others.

It seems that some view the state as
a “cash cow” of privileges, reserving
these benefits solely for themselves.

Those we expelled have sought op-
portunities in other countries, where
their skills are valued. Many have
achieved high positions as doctors,
professors, artists, and investors,
which are roles they could have carried
out here in Kuwait.

Instead of pursuing those who could
contribute to Kuwait’s progress, we
must recognize our need for skilled
professionals. Building a modern
state and undertaking major projects
requires skilled workers. It is counter-
productive to drive away those who
can serve and advance our nation.

Today, we face a pivotal moment
under the leadership of His Highness,
who has made bold decisions to ad-
dress decades of inefficiency in state
institutions. For 50 years, past glories,
which are often exaggerated, have ob-
scured the real issues caused by mis-
management and social, economic,
and political missteps.

His Highness’s directives are clear.
They require individuals to fully com-
mit to their responsibilities, leveraging
every worker, skilled professional, and
innovative thinker.

‘We must not ignore the wrong prac-
tices that have been emerging lately,
particularly those related to residency
law violations, which burden public
finances and security services. The pri-
vate sector has benefited significantly
from the recent decision to allow do-
mestic workers to transfer their resi-
dency to companies.

Hence we ask - What harm would it
cause the state to amend the residency
law and make the government the spon-
sor of visas, rather than making the expa-
triates pay the fees? This approach could
resolve the issue related to violations of
residency and labor laws, as many coun-
tries have successfully done.

Also, what harm would it cause the
Ministry of Commerce and Industry or
the Public Authority for Manpower if
a resident is a partner with a Kuwaiti,
even if his residency is under Article
18?7 Why should someone over the age
of 60, without a university degree, be
barred from working unless they pay a
specific amount?

Such restrictions hinder businesses
and projects, and push valuable exper-
tise out of Kuwait. Is it reasonable for
someone who has worked for 30 years
to be forced to leave their job and this
country due to arbitrary decisions?

We must ask over and over again -
How would the position of Kuwait be if
other countries imposed similar restric-
tions or denied Kuwaiti citizens entry?
Can projects succeed with mere slogans?

A clear vision is needed to maxi-
mize the potential of the labor market
and facilitate the work of the private
sector, particularly when it comes to
certifications. If an entrepreneur wants
to collaborate with an honest worker,
will the state expel them simply for
lacking a university degree?

These policies do not align with the
aspirations of the Amir of the moment,
who envisions a future that benefits
Kuwait.

Minister gives

Continued from Page 1

Atf Charity Association aims to
build religious centers, schools and
mosques; dig wells and implement
other water projects outside the coun-
try; and focus on human development
and productivity to help those affected
by disasters, wars and conflicts.

Preparations for

Continued from Page 1

He said the ministry is keen on pro-
viding the needs of schools; including
chairs and tables, while preparing the
sections for teachers and administra-
tive offices.

Al-Mashaan, China

Continued from Page 1

which will contribute to creating a safe
regional corridor and a commercial
hub in the region.

It highlighted the seriousness of the
Chinese government for its companies
to implement the project stages and
link it to the “Belt and Road Initia-
tive”, which will positively reflect on
the economic development of Kuwait
and neighboring countries.

The two parties discussed the dates
for completing the Mubarak Al-Ka-
beer Port project, as well as ways to
enhance strategic cooperation in the
fields of investment and development.

During the meeting, they agreed to
initiate the first steps for the Mubarak
Al-Kabeer Port project by collaborat-
ing with a major Chinese government
company. This partnership will focus
on gathering essential information and
developing a work program for the
investment, implementation, and op-
eration of the port, covering both the
initial phase and subsequent stages of
the project.

Kuwait adopts

Continued from Page 1

field, has already contributed to the
treatment of around 500 cases world-
wide. The device stands out for its
precise control of eye fluid drainage,
enabling doctors to manage eye pres-
sure more effectively and efficiently.

Initial studies have demonstrated
that the device significantly reduces
eye pressure and minimizes potential
post-surgery complications. Further-
more, it has been shown to drastically
reduce patients’ reliance on eye drops,
with a 90% decrease in drop usage,
and 40% of patients able to stop using
drops altogether.

Dr. Al-Harz reaffirmed that these
surgeries align with the Ministry of
Health’s ongoing policy of adopting
the latest advancements in medicine,
surgical tools, and equipment to em-
power doctors to provide world-class
treatments and elevate the quality of
healthcare services in Kuwait.

Glaucoma specialist Dr. Abdullah
Al-Kandari added that glaucoma af-
fects people of various ages, from pre-
mature babies to the elderly, but is most
prevalent in individuals over 50. He
explained to Al-Seyassah that genetic
factors play a significant role in glau-
coma development, with studies indi-
cating that certain genes can increase
the risk, especially among first-degree
relatives. Those with a family history
of glaucoma are nine times more likely
to develop the disease compared to the
general population.

Rights bhody

Continued from Page 1

It affirmed the need for cooperation
among government institutions and
civil society organizations to protect
children from violence, torture, and
harm.

The Bureau called for raising aware-
ness of children’s rights, preserving
their right to life, survival, and devel-
opment, and providing necessary so-
cial and economic assistance, as well
as protecting children from sexual as-
sault and exploitation.

In light of these concerns, the Bu-
reau recommended that the court take
legal action against the aggressors and
impose the maximum penalty.

It also highlighted the importance
of evaluating guardianship cases to
ensure that guardians are fit to pro-
vide proper care to children, safeguard
them, and ensure they grow up in a
healthy, safe, and balanced environ-
ment.

US reiterates

Continued from Page 1

The US envoy went on to say, in
the context of the evolving security
landscape in the Middle East, the US
maintains a high state of alert across
the region, including in Kuwait. This
heightened vigilance is necessary to
prepare for any potential contingen-
cies or scenarios that may arise. The
security architecture between the US
and Kuwait is robust, characterized
by constant information exchange and
collaboration between military and
diplomatic channels.

She added, “Although I can’t delve
into specifics, we are constantly in a
high state of alert. It’s essential to re-
main prepared for any contingencies or
scenarios that might arise in the region,
and we see the results of this vigilance
every day. It’s not just us in Kuwait
-- this readiness extends throughout
the entire region. Kuwait’s security
measures are highly regarded, and the
ongoing cooperation ensures that both
nations remain prepared for any chal-
lenges.”

On the issue of evolution of military
cooperation between Kuwait and the
US, she stressed, the military coopera-
tion between Kuwait and the United
States has been continuous over the
years, reflecting the changing dynam-
ics in both nations and the broader
Middle East region. This relationship,
which was solidified during the libera-
tion of Kuwait over three decades ago,
has since grown deeper and more mul-
tifaceted.

“Our commitment to equip and
train the Kuwaiti army remains strong.
The recent Joint Military Commission
meeting held here in Kuwait in June is
a concrete indication of this commit-
ment. A large delegation from Wash-
ington participated, engaging in a full
day of discussions and bilateral meet-
ings with the Minister of Defense.

“This provided an excellent op-
portunity for our senior representa-
tives to update the Minister on de-
velopments in Washington and to
hear directly from him about Ku-
wait’s activities.

“The discussions were extensive,
covering various aspects of our secu-
rity partnership and addressing poten-
tial contingencies in the region. This
ongoing dialogue is crucial; it’s not
something that stops but is a continu-
ous, daily process. Our embassy here
has a very active senior military at-
taché who maintains strong connec-
tions with counterparts throughout the
Ministry of Defense. We highly value
Kuwait’s insights on regional and
broader issues, ensuring that our coop-
eration remains robust and responsive
to evolving needs,” she said.

She went on to say, currently, the
US maintains a significant military
presence in Kuwait, with a large con-
tingent of servicemen and women sta-
tioned in the country. This presence is
not just a symbol of the strong commit-
ment between the two nations but also
a testament to the ongoing and evolv-
ing nature of their military coopera-
tion. Both countries engage in constant
consultations to assess and adapt their
partnership in response to the immedi-
ate and larger regional security envi-
ronment.

Regarding recent threats, such as
those posed by pro-Iranian Iraqi Hez-
bollah Brigades, the US military pres-
ence in Kuwait has taken appropriate
measures in response, calling it ‘a self-
defense action based on credible intel-
ligence of imminent threats’.

The US military, in close coordi-
nation with Kuwaiti counterparts, re-
mains on high alert to respond swiftly
to any new threats. This vigilant pos-
ture is crucial in a tumultuous re-
gion, where the security situation can
change rapidly.

“Maintaining a high level of alert-

ness, exchanging information with our
partners, and keeping a vigilant eye on
developments are all crucial. The secu-
rity in Kuwait is exceptionally strong.
We have a very robust security archi-
tecture in place and a continuous flow
of information between Kuwait and
Washington,” she said.

In light of threats, the security of
the US Embassy in Kuwait and the
personal security of its staff, including
high-ranking officials, are of utmost
priority. While the US embassy and
its personnel are always on high alert,
this vigilance is part of routine security
measures; has a strong security frame-
work in place, supported by close co-
operation between military and diplo-
matic personnel.

Despite the high alert, daily activi-
ties continue with normalcy, reflect-
ing the confidence in the security ar-
rangements. The active engagement of
US diplomats in public life and their
continued presence in various events
across Kuwait demonstrate the effec-
tiveness of these security measures.

On the issue of the ceasefire in
Gaza, she said, the US is fully commit-
ted to ending the conflict and has been
actively involved in diplomatic efforts,
including ongoing talks in Cairo and
Doha. The US administration, led by
President Joe Biden and Secretary
of State Anthony Blinken, has been
working tirelessly to achieve a cease-
fire, provide humanitarian assistance,
and pave the way for a viable two-state
solution.

Despite skepticism from some quar-
ters in Kuwait and other Arab countries
about the role of US, the commitment
to peace and stability in the region re-
mains steadfast. The US is in regular
contact with Kuwaiti officials, includ-
ing the Foreign Minister, to coordinate
efforts towards achieving these goals.

As the geopolitical landscape in the
Middle East continues to shift, Kuwait
and the US remain committed to work-
ing together closely. This cooperation
is marked by honesty, transparency,
and a shared commitment to regional
stability and security. The relationship
is dynamic, constantly being reviewed
and strengthened to meet the challeng-
es of the present and future.

Speaking of the humanitarian col-
laboration in the Gulf region she said,
“I want to highlight that Kuwait was
among the first countries to swiftly
establish a humanitarian assistance air
bridge following the events of October
7. Kuwait has been actively involved
in this effort in cooperation with
neighboring countries, and this prompt
response was crucial -- it’s just what
Kuwait does.

“We regularly consult with Kuwait
and coordinate our own humanitarian
assistance programs in full alignment
with the neighboring countries, espe-
cially under the auspices of the UN. It
is absolutely vital that as much human-
itarian aid as possible reaches those in
need every day.

“We are in constant communica-
tion with our Qatari, Saudi, and other
regional partners to ensure that the as-
sistance reaches Gaza and other areas
where Palestinians need it. To be hon-
est, ensuring the delivery of this aid is
one of our top priorities. This collabo-
ration is crucial and remains a priority,
as we work together to address the hu-
manitarian challenges in the region,”
she said.

On the issue of the Strategic Dia-
logue, the US envoy said, “We haven’t
set a specific date yet, but we expect it
to happen by the end of the year, and
possibly even sooner. The last meeting
was in early 2022 in Washington, so
it’s been a while. We’re currently en-
gaged in productive discussions with
our Kuwaiti counterparts to finalize
the agenda, address key issues, and
explore opportunities for partnership,
cooperation, and exchanges.

“As we move forward, we’ll be nar-
rowing down the dates. This dialogue
will be an important opportunity to
focus on strengthening our bilateral
relationship and leveraging the oppor-
tunities available for both sides, both
here in Kuwait and in the US. The tim-
ing will be coordinated to ensure it fits
well with both our schedules and any
upcoming events or elections.”

When asked if changes in the presi-
dency can lead to shifts in specific
policies, such as decisions on treaties
or new initiatives, she said, there is
fundamental bedrock of policies and
core values that remain consistent re-
gardless of who is in the White House.
Long-standing relationships, whether
in Europe, Asia, Africa, or the Mid-
dle East, are built on shared values and
mutual interests, which help maintain a
steady course in foreign policy.

For instance, the depth of military
cooperation between the US and Ku-
wait, spanning multiple generations,
reflects this stability. The alignment of
values and goals between the US and
Kuwait, including the direction set by
His Highness the Amir, underscores
the continuity in our partnership. De-
spite changes in leadership, these en-
during relationships and shared values
provide a solid foundation for ongoing
collaboration and mutual support.

The US and Kuwait have a wide ar-
ray of significant agreements that span
multiple sectors, including cultural,
commercial, and military domains.
These agreements form the foundation
of the strong bilateral relationship be-
tween the two nations.

While a comprehensive catalog
of all agreements may not be read-
ily available, the ongoing cooperation
between the US and Kuwait is sup-
ported by a strong legal and diplomatic
framework. This allows for the contin-
uous development of new agreements
to meet the challenges and opportuni-
ties of the future.

On the investment front, she said,
the opportunities for American busi-
nesses in Kuwait are in the area of
infrastructure development, healthcare
sector, higher education, oil and gas
technology, media and arts, she said.

In the infrastructure sector, Kuwait
offers significant opportunities for
American companies. This includes
road construction, power generation,
and other critical infrastructure pro-
jects. Given the harsh climate, Ameri-
can expertise in building durable infra-
structure in similar environments, such
as the southwestern United States, is

Participants pose for a group photo.

PAM joins Kuwaiti-Egyptian labor talks in Cairo

The Public Authority for Manpower (PAM) participated
in the Kuwaiti-Egyptian Joint Consular Committee and
the Kuwaiti-Egyptian Labor Committee meetings held in

Cairo, reports Al-Seyassah daily.

During these meetings, many labor-related issues of
mutual interest were discussed with the aim of enhanc-
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ing cooperation between the two countries and achiev-
ing shared objectives in regulating the labor market.
PAM was represented by Director of the International

Relations Department Jaber Al-Ali, and Senior Legal

Researcher in the International Relations Department
Abdul Aziz Muhammad.

Kuwait calls for unity
to end Israeli crimes

Al-darallah pushes for UN action and aid

JEDDAH, Aug 31, (KUNA):
Kuwaiti Assistant Foreign
Minister for International
Organizations Affairs Abdu-
laziz Al-Jarallah highlighted
the need of the Muslim coun-
tries doubling their efforts
to put an end to the human
rights abuses being commit-
ted by the Israeli occupation
forces against the Palestinian
people.

Delivering Kuwait’s speech to
the 50th Session of the Council of
Foreign Ministers of the Organi-
zation of Islamic Cooperation on
Thursday, Al-Jarallah said the OIC
meeting takes place at a time when
the Muslim world is facing formi-
dable challenges, foremost among
which are the ongoing Israeli ag-
gression and the failure of the in-
ternational community to stand the
test of ethics.

He underscored the need of imple-
menting the UN resolutions relat-
ing to Palestine, providing interna-
tional protection for the civilians
and ensuring safe and immediate
delivery of relief aid and medical
supplies to the besieged people in
Gaza Strip.

Al-Jarallah, a minister plenipo-
tentiary, also stressed the need of
bringing to book those responsible
for the crimes against the Palestinian
people.

Question continues

“The Palestine question continues
to be a main concern for the Arab
and Muslim nations,” he said, add-
ing that the State of Kuwait warned
repeatedly against the leniency of
the international community in deal-
ing with atrocities of the occupying
power.

“Security, stability and prosper-
ity are out of the question in the
Middle East as long as there is
no fair and comprehensive settle-
ment to the Palestine cause that
could guarantee the establishment
of the Independent State of Pales-
tine within the borders of June 4,
1967, and with East Jerusalem as

il
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Group photo during Jahra Governor’s visit to the site.

Red Palace restoration on track for
November opening, says governor

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 31: Jahra Gov-
ernor Hamad Al-Habashi said the
ongoing maintenance, develop-
ment, and rehabilitation of the Red
Palace and the Weapons Museum
are progressing as planned, re-
ports Al-Seyassah daily.

He added, the project is expect-
ed to be completed and opened to
the public in early November.

During his visit to the site, ac-
companied by researcher and writ-
er Mishaal Al-Saeed, Al-Habashi
reviewed the latest developments
and discussed with officials the
necessary steps to ensure that the
restoration efforts honor the pal-

ace’s historical significance.

He emphasized that the Red Pal-
ace should stand as a key landmark
for those interested in Kuwait’s his-
tory and the significant events associ-
ated with it.

Al-Habashi underscored the im-
portance of collaborative efforts to
bring ideas to life and ensure that
this historical site narrates Kuwait’s
rich heritage.

Researcher Mishaal Al-Saeed
expressed his satisfaction with the
governor’s visit, noting the progress
made in preserving this important
national landmark and emphasiz-
ing that their work is a national duty.

its capital city,” he added.

Regarding the conflict in Su-
dan, Al-Jarallah renewed Ku-
wait’s support to the unity, sta-
bility and territorial safety of the
country.

Appreciating the mediation ef-
forts of regional and international
partners, he reaffirmed Kuwait back-
ing to the joint statement issued re-
cently in Geneva by the Aligned for
Advancing Lifesaving and Peace in
Sudan (ALPS) Group.

On the relief effort for the broth-
erly people of Sudan, he said Kuwait
has sent 22 planeloads of humani-

tarian assistance, including medical
supplies and ambulances to Sudan
so far.

Al-Jarallah appreciated the efforts
of the OIC in the combat against
Islamophobia, which culminated in
the unanimous adoption of the UN
General Assembly resolution declar-
ing March 15 as International Day to
Combat Islamophobia.

He thanked the Republic of Camer-
oon for hosting the OIC Ministerial in
Yaounde, and the Secretary-General
Hissein Brahim Taha and the staff of
the OIC for the neat organization of the
event.

particularly valuable.

The healthcare sector presents numer-
ous opportunities, ranging from nursing
and surgical services to specialized train-
ing programs. American hospitals, like
the Mayo Clinic and Cleveland Clinic,
have established strong reputations
among Kuwaiti patients. Expanding
these relationships through exchanges of
medical professionals and collaborative
projects could further enhance ties in this
sector.

With Kuwait’s significant oil and
gas industry, there are opportunities
for American companies specializ-
ing in high-tech services and drilling
technologies. The annual Offshore
Technology Conference in Houston,
attended by Kuwaiti businesses, high-
lights the interest in collaboration in
this sector.

The US Embassy in Kuwait,
through its Foreign Commercial Ser-
vice (FCS) office, plays a pivotal role
in facilitating investment opportunities
for American businesses and actively
supports these efforts, ensuring that
American businesses can successfully
navigate and invest in the Kuwaiti
market. The embassy’s initiatives,
such as the Select USA program and
industry-specific delegations, are cru-
cial in fostering these commercial ties.
The US and Kuwait also continue to

explore and expand opportunities for
commercial collaboration.

At the personal level, Ambassador
Sasahara said having been in Kuwait
for about nine months, “I’ve gained
a much deeper understanding of the
country. During this time, I’ve partici-
pated in various social gatherings, such
as Diwaniyas and Iftar, and engaged
with government officials, NGOs,
and people from all walks of life. This
experience has greatly expanded my
knowledge and connection to Kuwait.”

The US envoy went on to say, “Re-
flecting on my time here, I've been
struck by the incredible warmth, hos-
pitality, and openness of the Kuwaiti
people. While I've lived in several
Gulf countries and other parts of the
Middle East, the welcome I've re-
ceived here has been particularly re-
markable. Kuwaitis have invited me
into their homes, engaged in candid
conversations, and made me feel truly
integrated into their society, where
free speech and inclusion are deeply
valued.

“Over these months,” she said, “I’ve
become familiar with various aspects
of Kuwaiti life and developments,
especially as the country undergoes
significant changes with a new govern-
ment and fresh vision. We’ve explored
numerous projects across sectors like

healthcare, education, and security,
with a keen interest in expanding com-
mercial opportunities. The establish-
ment of offices for companies like
Google and Johnson & Johnson high-
lights the progress we’ve made, and
we aim to build on these strong com-
mercial ties.”

“As summer ends and Kuwaitis re-
turn from their travels, it feels like a
new phase is beginning. We’re con-
sidering what initiatives to focus on
next, particularly in infrastructure and
transportation, in alignment with gov-
ernment signals. We’re also exploring
new areas such as cybersecurity, artifi-
cial intelligence, and media collabora-
tions, preparing for significant events
like the upcoming 79th General As-
sembly in New York,” she added.

In addition to ongoing projects, she
concluded saying, the US is explor-
ing new areas such as cybersecurity,
artificial intelligence, and media col-
laborations, like the work with Netflix.
“As we approach the 79th General As-
sembly in New York, it will be a sig-
nificant event later this month, we’re
preparing to reaffirm our commitments
and continue these important discus-
sions. There’s a lot of exciting poten-
tial ahead, and I'm eager to see how
we can continue to be a strong partner
in these developments.”
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World News Roundup

Europe

Ukraine prez fires air force commander: Ukrainian Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelenskyy fired the commander of the coun-
try’s air force Friday, four days after an F-16 warplane that
Ukraine received from its Western partners crashed during a
Russian bombardment and killed the pilot.

The order to dismiss Lt. Gen. Mykola Oleshchuk was pub-
lished on the presidential website.

“We need to protect people. Protect personnel. Take care of
all our soldiers,” Zelenskyy said in an address minutes after the
order was published. He said Ukraine needs to strengthen its
army on the command level.

Lt Gen Anatolii Kryvonozhko was
appointed acting air force commander,
the army’s general staff said.

The dismissal came on the same
day that Oleshchuk directed scathing
criticism at a lawmaker who is deputy
head of the Ukrainian parliament’s
defense committee for her claims that
the F-16 was downed by a Patriot air-
defense system. Ukraine has received
an unspecified number of the US-made
Systems.

Mariana Bezuhla cited unnamed
sources for her claim and demanded punishment for those re-
sponsible for the error.

Oleshchuk accused Bezuhla of defaming the air force and
discrediting US arms manufacturers and said that he hoped she
would face legal consequences for her claims.

The air force did not directly deny that the F-16 was hit by
a Patriot missile. (AP)

Zelenskyy

g Q Q

5 killed in Russian strike: Five people were killed by Rus-
sian shelling in the town of Chasiv Yar on Saturday as Mos-
cow’s troops continue their push on Ukraine’s eastern Donetsk
region.

The attack struck a high-rise building and a private home,
said regional governor Vadym Filaskhin, who said the victims
were men aged between 24 and 38. He urged the last remain-
ing residents to leave the front-line town.

“Normal life has been impossible in Chasiv Yar for more
than two years,” Filaskhin wrote on social media. “Do not be-
come a Russian target - evacuate.”

Meanwhile, Russia’s Ministry of Defense said that it had
captured the town of Pivnichne, also in Ukraine’s Donetsk re-
gion. (AP)

g Qa Q

Helicopter goes missing in Russia’s Far East: Rescuers
are searching for a helicopter that went missing in Russia’s Far
East on Saturday with 22 people on board.

The Mi-8 helicopter took off close to the Vachkazhets vol-
cano in the Kamchatka region, but did not arrive at its destina-
tion as scheduled, Russia’s Federal Air Transport Agency said
in a statement.

It said it believed that 19 passengers and three crew mem-
bers were on board.

The Mi-8 is a two-engine helicopter designed in the 1960s. It
is widely used in Russia, where crashes have been frequent, as
well as in neighboring countries and many other nations. (AP)

g o Q

‘Ex-ruling party violated campaign rules’: Poland’s elec-
toral authority said that the former governing nationalist con-
servative party violated campaign funding rules in the 2023
parliamentary vote, and imposed a penalty worth millions
of dollars that would undercut the party’s resources for next
year’s presidential election.

The State Electoral Commission said that the campaign of
the Law and Justice party, which led Poland from 2015-2023
and is now the main opposition force, improperly took 3.6 mil-
lion zlotys ($930,000) in public money.

The commission ordered the conservative party to repay
the money, and it also ordered a cut in the party’s government
subsidies for the coming years, amounting to about 10 million
zlotys ($2.5 million) per year.

The commission’s decision can be appealed to the Supreme
Court, where Law and Justice still holds some sway.

Prime Minister Donald Tusk posted on X that the party was
now “learning the true meaning of the words law and justice.”
(AP)

g Q Q

Danish PM appoints 6 new ministers: Danish Prime Min-
ister Mette Frederiksen appointed six new ministers in a major
reshuffle of her three-party centrist government, bringing the
number of ministers to 25 - the largest ever in 30 years. One of
the ministers will head a new government office of emergency
preparedness, climate change and cyber crimes.

“The world has become more troubled,” Frederiksen said as
she announced that Torsten Schack Pedersen will be in charge
of the new ministry, after the reshuffled cabinet was formally
presented to King Frederik X. Denmark now joins Sweden to
have such a department.

Besides the new emergency office, the government now has
two other new ministries, bringing the total to 25, the larg-
est since the 1993-1994 Cabinet of Social Democratic Prime
Minister Poul Nyrup Rasmussen who had 24 ministers. (AP)

a a a

German politician sprayed with red liquid: A prominent
German leftist politician was sprayed with a red liquid, likely
paint, during a campaign event Thursday in the eastern city
of Erfurt, ahead of closely watched state elections on Sunday.

Sara Wagenknecht, founder of the new Sahra Wagenknecht
Alliance, was only lightly splattered by the liquid but briefly
left the stage, according to German news agency dpa.

A man was immediately pushed to the ground by security
forces, handcuffed and taken away. Wagenknecht returned to
the stage and later wrote on the social media platform X that
she was scared but fine.

While no one was injured in Erfurt, the incident comes as
political violence in Germany is on the rise. In May, a promi-
nent Berlin politician was violently assaulted and suffered in-
juries to her head and neck. Before that, a candidate from the
party of Chancellor Olaf Scholz was beaten up in the eastern
city of Dresden while campaigning and had to undergo sur-
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Police officers stand in front of a bus on a special route to a city festival in Siegen, Germany on Aug 30 after a suspect allegedly attacked other passengers on the
bus with a knife. (AP)

Knife attack on bus injures 6 in Germany

Police arrested a 32-year-old woman after six peo-
ple were hurt in a knife attack on a bus headed to
a festival in western Germany. Authorities said Sat-
urday that there was no evidence of a political or

religious motive.

Three of those attacked are in life-threatening

pm.

condition, police said on Friday evening.

The knife attack took place in Siegen, east of
Cologne. The bus was on its way to a local festival
in the town and at least another 40 people were
on board when the attack took place at about 7:40

Police and prosecutors said the six people wound-
ed were aged between 16 and 30 and all were from
the region. By Saturday morning, three of them had
left the hospital after outpatient treatment.

Local authorities planned to go ahead with the

festival. (AP)

US Republican presidential nomi-
nee former president Donald Trump
speaks during a town hall with former
Democratic Rep. Tulsi Gabbard on
Aug 29 in La Crosse, Wis. (AP)

Garcia

Walz

America

Shooting victims identified: Authori-
ties released autopsy results Friday for three
bodies recovered from a home, a car’s back
seat and a river between New Hampshire
and Maine, identifying a man accused of fa-
tally shooting his wife and their 8-year-old
son before being shot to death by police.
Police identified the family of three as
Brittany and Trent Weston, both 37, and
their son, Benson. Officials said the mother
and son died from multiple gunshot wounds
inflicted by Trent Weston, who was shot
multiple times by troopers during a standoff
on a bridge and fell 100 feet (30 meters) into

Politics

Ex-prez moves to halt hush money proceedings

Harris, Trump offer visions on warming

WASHINGTON, Aug 31, (AP): As
the Earth sizzled through a summer
with four of the hottest days ever meas-
ured, Vice President Kamala Harris
and former President Donald Trump
have starkly different visions on how
to address a changing climate while
ensuring a reliable energy supply. But
neither has provided many details on
how they would get there.

During her acceptance speech at the
Democratic National Convention, Har-
ris briefly mentioned climate change as
she outlined “fundamental freedoms”
at stake in the election, including “the
freedom to breathe clean air and drink
clean water and live free from the pol-
lution that fuels the climate crisis.”

As vice president, Harris cast the
tie-breaking vote on the Inflation Re-
duction Act, President Joe Biden’s
landmark climate law that was ap-
proved with only Democratic support.
As a senator from California, she was
an early sponsor of the Green New
Deal, a sweeping series of proposals
meant to swiftly move the US to fully
green energy that is championed by
the Democratic Party’s most progres-
sive wing.

Boost

Trump, meanwhile, led chants of
“drill, baby, drill” and pledged to
dismantle the Biden administration’s
“green new scam” in his acceptance
speech at the Republican National
Convention. He has vowed to boost
production of fossil fuels such as oil,
natural gas and coal and repeal key
parts of the 2022 climate law.

“We have more liquid gold under
our feet than any other country by far,”
Trump said at the RNC. “We are a na-
tion that has the opportunity to make
an absolute fortune with its energy.”

Environmental groups, who largely
back Harris, call her a “proven climate
champion” who will take on Big Oil
and build on Biden’s climate legacy,
including policies that boost electric
vehicles and limit planet-warming pol-
lution from coal-fired power plants.

“We won’t go back to a climate
denier in the Oval Office,”” said Lena
Moffitt, executive director of Ever-
green Action.

Republicans counter that Biden and
Harris have spent four years adopting
“punishing regulations” that target
American energy while lavishing gen-
erous tax credits for electric vehicles
and other green priorities that cost tax-
payers billions of dollars.

“This onslaught of overreaching
and outrageous climate rules will shut
down power plants and increase en-
ergy costs for families across the coun-
try,”” said Sen. John Barrasso, R-Wyo.
“Republicans will work to stop them
and fight for solutions that protect our
air and water and allow our economy
to grow.”

Clear

Democrats have a clear edge on
the issue. More than half of US adults
say they trust Harris “a lot” or “some”
when it comes to addressing climate
change, according to an AP-NORC
poll conducted in July. About 7 in
10 say they have “not much” trust in
Trump or “none at all” when it comes
to climate. Fewer than half say they
lack trust in Harris.

A look at where the two candidates
stand on key climate and energy is-
sues:

Harris said during her short-lived
2020 presidential campaign that she
opposed offshore drilling for oil and
hydraulic fracturing, an oil and gas

extraction process better known as
fracking.

But her campaign has clarified that
she no longer supports a ban on frack-
ing, a common drilling practice that is
crucial to the economy in Pennsylva-
nia, a key swing state and the nation’s
second-largest producer of natural
gas.

Kevin Book, managing director at
ClearView Energy Partners, a Wash-
ington research firm, said Harris’
evolving views show she is “trying
to balance climate voters and indus-
try supporters,” even as her campaign
takes “an adversarial stance” with the
oil and gas industry overall.

Also:

NEW YORK: Former US president
Donald Trump’s lawyers moved
Friday to halt proceedings in his New
York hush money criminal case and
postpone next month’s sentencing in-
definitely while he attempts to have a
federal court intervene and potentially
overturn his felony conviction.

In a letter to the judge presiding over
the case in state court, Trump’s law-
yers asked that he hold off on a deci-
sion, slated for Sept. 16, on Trump’s
request to overturn the verdict and dis-
miss the indictment in the wake of the
US Supreme Court’s recent presiden-
tial immunity ruling.

They also urged the trial judge, Juan
M. Merchan, to postpone Trump’s
Sept. 18 sentencing indefinitely.

Trump’s lawyers filed paperwork
late Thursday asking the U.S. District
Court in Manhattan to seize the case
from the state court where it was tried.
The federal court kicked back that re-
quest on Friday on technical grounds,
but Trump’s lawyers will have a
chance to resubmit it.

parking lot at 10:02 p.m., about two minutes
before Burks. After shooting Burks, Cobb-
Bey retrieved a shotgun from his own vehi-
cle and placed it on the roof of the squad car,
police said. (AP)

g Q Q

‘Delay execution’: An inmate set to be
executed in South Carolina in three weeks
wants the state Supreme Court to delay the
execution so his lawyers can argue his co-
defendant who testified against him lied
about having no plea deal in exchange for

his testimony.

Attorneys for Freddie Owens also said in
court papers filed late Friday that a juror saw
a electronic stun device Owens had to wear
in court to assure good behavior and a judge
never talked about why he had to wear it.

It’s part of a flurry of legal action as South
Carolina tries to restart its death chamber
after not putting an inmate to death in 13
years. At least six executions are looming.

Also on Friday, the South Carolina’s Su-
preme Court promised it would wait at least
five weeks between executions. (AP)

g Qa Q

Taser used to subdue man: A man at
Donald Trump’s rally in Johnstown, Penn-
sylvania, stormed into the press area as the
former president spoke Friday but was sur-
rounded by police and sheriff’s deputies and
was eventually subdued with a Taser.

The altercation came moments after
Trump criticized major media outlets for
what he said was unfavorable coverage and
dismissed CNN as fawning for its interview
Thursday with his Democratic rival Kamala
Harris and her running mate, Tim Walz.

The man made it over a bicycle rack
ringing the media area, and began climb-
ing the back side of a riser where television
reporters and cameras were stationed, ac-
cording to a video of the incident posted to
social media by a reporter for CBS News.
People near him tried to pull him off the
riser and were quickly joined by police of-
ficers. (AP)

the water below.

The Westons had recently moved into a du-
plex in Troy, New Hampshire, where Brittany
Weston’s body was discovered early Thurs-
day after her husband called 911 to report
that they’d argued and that she was dead. The
boy’s body was found in Trent Weston’s car
parked about 100 miles (160 kilometers) away
on the Interstate 95 bridge between Ports-
mouth, New Hampshire, and Kittery, Maine.

After failed attempts to negotiate, two
New Hampshire troopers and a Maine
trooper fired their weapons after Trent Wes-
ton got out of the car and raised a weapon,
officials said. (AP)

Q Qo Q

Dallas officer killed: Dallas’ police
chief said Friday that a man intentionally
set out to shoot police when he killed an of-
ficer sitting in his patrol car and wounded
two others in a late-night attack that set off
a highway chase and ended with officers fa-
tally shooting the suspect.

The shooting Thursday night brought
fresh anguish and anger in a city where a
gunman’s ambush on police in 2016 killed
five officers.

Chief Eddie Garcia said at a news con-
ference that the suspect - 30-year-old Corey
Cobb-Bey - approached Officer Darron
Burks while he was parked at a community
center between calls, talking to him briefly
and recording the encounter before pulling
out a handgun and “executing” Burks.

Police said Cobb-Bey pulled into the

gery. (AP)
g Qa Q

Serhia makes $3b deal to buy French warplanes: Ser-
bian President Aleksandar Vucic on Thursday announced a $3
billion deal to buy 12 French warplanes, in a move that shifts
his country away from its dependence on Russian arms.

The announcement about the Rafale multi-purpose fighter
jets was made during a joint news conference in Belgrade with
French President Emmanuel Macron during a two-day visit to
Serbia as part of what French officials have called a strategy of
bringing Serbia closer to the European Union.

Macron called called the deal “historic and important,” and

’s “strategic courage.”

said it demonstrated Serbia’s
“The European Union needs a strong and democratic Serbia
at its side and Serbia needs a strong, sovereign Europe to de-
fend its interests,” Macron said. “Serbia’s place is in the EU,
and it has a role to play to be an example for all the region.”
(AP)
g o Q

Czech explosive experts detonate homh: Czech explo-
sive experts detonated a World War II bomb on Friday at a
major chemical plant in northwestern Czech Republic where it
was found last week, authorities said.

Besides a few broken windows, the controlled explosion
didn’t immediately seem to cause serious damage, police said
in a statement. The plant near the city of Litvinov belongs to
Polish oil company PKN Orlen.

The bomb was found during construction work last week on
Aug. 21 away from a building. Experts decided not to transport
the 250-kilogram (550-pound) bomb to a safer place to dispose
of it, because it contained a chemical mechanism designed to
delay the explosion, a rare discovery in the country. (AP)

Children and adults cool down by playing in a fountain in Polk Brothers Park out-
side Navy Pier as temperatures in Chicago reached over 90 degrees Fahrenheit
on Aug 26. (Xinhua)
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Mexico army attacked

Power outage hits
Venezuela's capital

CARACAS, Venezuela, Aug 31, (AP): Venezuelans
spent most of Friday in the dark as a major outage
knocked out power in the capital, Caracas, and several
states.

President Nicolds Maduro’s government blamed
the outage, which it said began about 4:50 a.m., on
“electrical sabotage.”

“Nobody will take away our peace and tranquility
of the Venezuelan people,” Freddy Nanez, the com-
munications minister, wrote in a message shared with
journalists on Telegram.

Nanez said in a voice message on Telegram that all
24 of Venezuela’s states had been at least partially im-
pacted. He characterized the outage as a “desperate”
attempt by Maduro’s opponents to violently oust the
president.

“The entire national gov-
ernment has been activated
to overcome this new aggres-
sion,” he said.

By nightfall, power had been
restored in many parts of the
capital after a day of sporadic
outages. Maduro, in a Friday
evening appearance on state
TV, thanked Venezuelans for
their patience after a chaotic
day that saw businesses shut-
ter, hospitals rely on backup
generators and the closure of Caracas’ subway leave
tens of thousands of people stranded.

Venezuela in 2019, during a period of political un-
rest, suffered from regular power outages that the gov-
ernment almost always blamed on its opponents, but
that energy experts said were the result of brush fires
damaging transmission lines and poor maintenance of
the country’s hydroelectric infrastructure.

Many of the energy problems have subsided as the
South American nation’s economy has stabilized,
high inflation has eased and a de facto dollarization
has reduced shortages of imported goods.

Still, following last month’s contested presidential
election, officials are quick to blame opponents for even
minor disruptions. That was the case on Tuesday, when
a brownout affected Caracas and several central states.

“This is a constant strategy of the opposition, the
enemies of this country, to impact the population,” Di-
osdado Cabello, the newly appointed interior minister
who is believed to be the second most powerful man
in the country, said after the earlier outage.

Residents of the capital were taking Friday’s dis-
ruption in stride. Traffic during the normally busy
rush hour was lighter than usual and some people
complained about being unable to communicate with
family members due to a lack of cellphone service.

Alejandra Martinez, a 25-year-old salesclerk, said
she noticed the power went out when a fan stopped
working. “I thought the power would come back and
I went back to sleep,” she said while trying to catch a
bus to work as dawn broke over Caracas.

Venezuela’s power grid relies heavily on the Guri
Dam, a giant hydroelectric power station that was in-
augurated in the late 1960s.

a d ]

Mexican military attacked: Mexican authorities
said Thursday there have been attacks on military
personnel and roads blocked with vehicles in northern
Sinaloa state.

The state police department said the violence broke
out in an area just north of the state capital, Culiacan.
The state is home to the drug cartel of the same name,
and similar violence has broken out in the past when-
ever a cartel leader has been arrested.

However, federal authorities said they had no im-
mediate information on any such arrest.

Local media showed images of burning vehicles
blocking roads, but authorities did not confirm that.

“We are aware that military personnel suffered an
attack,” the Sinaloa state police department wrote in
its social media accounts. “We are also aware that
roads have been blocked with vehicles.”

State Gov. Rubén Rocha wrote that assailants had
set two vehicles on fire “with the aim of blocking au-
thorities.” He called for calm, but did not specify the
motives of the attack or if there were victims.

Local media showed video and photos of the vehi-
cles in flames. Cartels in Mexico often use that tac-
tic to prevent police or military units from reaching
a given area.

Maduro

a d d

3 migrants dead in vehicle accident: Three mi-
grants were killed and 17 were injured Thursday when
they were hit by a vehicle on a highway in Mexico’s
southern state of Oaxaca, authorities said.

Officials confirmed that two of the dead — an adult
and a child — were from Nicaragua. Oaxaca state
prosecutors said they were a father and his 8-year-old
daughter.

A woman from Ecuador was also killed. There was
no immediate information on the condition of those
injured in the accident.

Oaxaca is a key route for migrants seeking to cross
Mexico to reach the U.S. border, and accidents involv-
ing migrants there are common.

The deaths happened early Thursday on a two-lane
highway near the city of Juchitan, Oaxaca. Groups of
migrants frequently walk along the sides of highways
in southern Mexico in the pre-dawn darkness to avoid
the scorching daytime heat.

Police patrol vehicles sometimes accompany large
groups of migrants walking on highways to try to pre-
vent such accidents. It was not clear why the group hit
Thursday did not have such protection, and immigrant
rights activists criticized police for not preventing the
deaths.

Q Q Q

Mexican drug lord released from jail: Osicl
Cérdenas Guillén, one of Mexico’s most-feared drug
lords, has been released from a U.S. prison after serv-
ing most of a 25-year prison sentence, authorities con-
firmed Friday.

A US Bureau of Prisons official said Cérdenas
Guillén had been released from prison and was placed
in the custody of the U.S. Immigration and Customs
Enforcement. That would normally suggest he would
be deported back to Mexico.

A Mexican official who was not authorized to be
quoted by name said Cdrdenas Guillén faces two ar-
rest warrants in Mexico, making it likely he would be
detained upon arrival.

The former head of the Gulf cartel was known for
his brutality. He created the most bloodthirsty gang
of hitmen Mexico has ever known, the Zetas, which
routinely slaughtered migrants and innocent people.

In this photo released by the State Railway of Thailand, ambulances are prepared on Aug 30, to carry away bodies of two workers who had been trapped in a col-
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lapsed tunnel in Nakhon Ratchasima province, Thailand, that is part of the Thai-Chinese high-speed railway construction site. Inset: In this photo released by the
State Railway of Thailand, rescuers work on Aug 29 at the scene of a collapsed tunnel in Nakhon Ratchasima province that is part of the Thai-Chinese high-speed
railway construction site. (AP)

Searchers recover 3 hodies from Thai rail tunnel that collapsed during construction

The bodies of three foreign workers who were
trapped for days in a railway tunnel in northeastern
Thailand that collapsed during construction have
been retrieved after an intensive rescue effort, Thai

officials said Friday

The tunnel is a part of a Thai-Chinese high-
speed railway project linking the capital Bangkok
to the northeastern province of Nong Khai, border-

ing Laos.

east of Bangkok.

Part of it collapsed on Saturday night while three
foreign workers, one from Myanmar and two from
China, were inside. The tunnel is in Nakhon Ratch-
asima province, 250 kilometers (155 miles) north-

Investigation of the accident is ongoing, but Thai
media reported that Deputy Transport Minister
Surapong Piyachote said Monday that it appeared
that the earth above the tunnel had become espe-

media.

cially heavy due to days of rain.

The body of one worker, a truck driver from My-
anmar, was found Thursday and the other two on
Friday, Interior Minister Anutin Charnvirakul told the

He said the two Chinese victims were a supervi-
sor and a backhoe operator.

Autopsies carried out at a provincial hospital
would ascertain the cause of death, he said. (AP)

A bakery worker adjusts the shop dur-
ing a blackout in Caracas, Venezuela
on Aug 30. Venezuelans spent most
of Friday in the dark as a major out-
age knocked out power in the capital,
Caracas, and several states. (AP)
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Nigeria floods Kkilled nearly 200:
Weeks of flooding have killed nearly 200
people in Nigeria and washed away homes
and farmlands, the country’s disaster man-
agement agency said, further threatening
food supplies, especially in the hard-hit
northern region.

The floods blamed on poor infrastructure
and badly maintained dams have killed 185
people and displaced 208,000 in 28 of Ni-
geria’s 36 states, the National Emergency
Management Agency said in an update Fri-
day, triggering frantic efforts to evacuate
hundreds of thousands to makeshift shelters.

Nigeria records flooding every year
mostly as a result of failure to follow envi-
ronmental guidelines and inadequate infra-
structure. The worst floods the country has
seen in a decade were in 2022 when more
than 600 people were killed and over 1 mil-
lion displaced.

However, unlike in 2022 when the floods
were blamed on heavier rainfall, the Nige-
rian Meteorological Agency predicted de-
layed or normal rains in most parts of the
country this year and said the current floods
were more a result of human activities. (AP)

o o Q
Ethiopia worried over defense deal:

Ethiopia is increasingly concerned over a
recent defense deal between Egypt and So-
malia, two countries that Addis Ababa is
embroiled in disputes with amid rising ten-
sions in the Horn of Africa region.

Cairo and Mogadishu earlier this month
signed a security agreement during a visit
to the Egyptian capital by Somali President
Hassan Sheikh Mohamud, who held talks
with his Egyptian host, President Abdel-
Fatah el-Sissi.

Details of the deal have not been made
public but Ali Abdi Aware, the Somali
ambassador to Cairo, told a radio station
in Mogadishu that the arrival of military
equipment from Egypt to Somalia this week
was “the first practical step to implement-
ing” that deal.

Speaking by phone from Cairo to Arlaadi
Media radio on Tuesday, he also asserted
that under the agreement, Egyptian troops
would be deployed to Somalia after Dec.

Asia

Beijing accuses

Manila of deliberate collision

Japan lodges formal protest over China ship

TOKYO, Aug 31, (AP): Japan lodged
a formal protest via China’s embassy
against what it called an incursion by a
Chinese survey ship into its territorial
waters Saturday, the Japanese foreign
ministry said.

The ministry expressed “strong con-
cern” after the ship was spotted near
Kagoshima Prefecture, southwestern
Japan, early in the morning.

The Chinese ship, confirmed in ter-
ritorial waters at 6 a.m. local time, left
shortly before 8 a.m., according to Ja-
pan’s Defense Ministry, adding it was
monitored by a Japanese military ves-
sel and plane.

Recently, China’s increasingly as-
sertive activity around Japanese wa-
ters and airspace has caused unease
among Japanese defense officials, also
concerned about the growing military
cooperation between the Chinese and
Russian air forces.

This follows Tokyo’s protest after a
Chinese military aircraft briefly entered
Japan’ssouthwestern airspace on Mon-
day. It was the first time the Japanese
Self Defense Force detected a Chinese
military aircraft in Japan’s airspace.
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China accuses Philippines: China
accused a Philippines coast guard
ship of deliberately colliding with a
Chinese vessel Saturday in the latest
flareup of tensions over disputed wa-
ters and maritime features in the South
China Sea.

In a statement posted on social me-
dia, Chinese coast guard spokesperson
Liu Dejun was quoted as saying that
the Philippine ship with hull number
9701 collided with the Chinese ship
5205 just after 12:06 p.m. (04:06
GMT) Saturday.

As the Philippine ship maneuvered,
it “deliberately collided” with the Chi-
nese coast guard ship “in an unprofes-
sional and dangerous manner, result-
ing in a collision,” Liu was quoted as
saying, adding the standard claim that

31, when an African Union’s peacekeeping
mission to Somalia ends.

There was no confirmation of such plans
from Egypt, which has been seeking to

New Zealand’s Maori King Tuheitia
dies after eighteen years on throne

NUKU’ALOFA, Tonga, Aug 31,
(AP): New Zealand’s Maori King,
Kiingi Tuheitia Pootatau Te Whe-
rowhero VII, died Friday at age 69,
days after the celebration of his
18th year on the throne.

He was the seventh monarch in
the Kiingitanga movement, holding a
position created in 1858 to unite New
Zealand’s Indigenous Maori tribes in
the face of British colonization.

Tuheitia died in hospital after
heart surgery, said Rahui Papa, a
spokesperson for the Kiingitanga,
the Maori King Movement, in a post
on Instagram.

The movement’s primary goals
were to end the sale of land to non-
Indigenous people, stop inter-tribal

warfare, and provide a springboard
for the preservation of Maori culture,
the Waikato-Tainui tribe website
said. The monarch has a largely cer-
emonial but still consequential role in
New Zealand, where Maori make up
close to 20% of the population.

“The death of King Tuheitia is a
moment of great sadness for fol-
lowers of Kiingitanga, Maaoridom
and the entire nation,” Papa wrote
on social media.

New Zealand Prime Minister Chris-
topher Luxon paid tribute to Tuheitia,
saying his “unwavering commitment
to his people and his tireless efforts
to uphold the values and traditions of
the Kiingitanga have left an indelible
mark on our nation.”

the Chinese ship was operating within
regulations, without giving any details.

China is rapidly expanding its mili-
tary and has become increasingly asser-
tive in pursuing its claim to virtually the
entire South China Sea which is crucial
to international trade. The tensions have
led to more frequent confrontations,
primarily with the Philippines, whose
security the US is treaty-bound to en-
sure. The longtime territorial disputes
also involve other claimants including
Vietnam, Taiwan, Malaysia and Brunei.

a Q a

Magsaysay winners announced: A
Vietnamese doctor Nguyen Thi Ngoc
Phuong who has helped seek justice
for victims of the powerful defoliant
dioxin “Agent Orange” used by US
forces during the Vietnam War is
among this year’s winners of the Ra-
mon Magsaysay Awards - regarded as
Asia’s version of the Nobel Prizes.

strengthen its influence in the Horn of Af-
rica. Cairo has also not confirmed sending
military equipment to Somalia. (AP)
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This undated photo provided by the Ramon Magsaysay Award Foundation

shows 2024 Ramon Magsaysay Awardee, Nguyen Thi Ngoc Phuong, (center),

from Vietnam. A Vietnamese doctor who has helped seek justice for victims

of the powerful defoliant dioxin ‘Agent Orange’ used by US forces during the

Vietnam War is among this year’s winners of the Ramon Magsaysay Awards -
regarded as Asia’s version of the Nobel Prizes. (AP)

The other winners announced on
Saturday were a group of doctors who
struggled to secure adequate healthcare
for Thailand’s rural poor, an Indonesian
environmental defender, a Japanese an-
imator who tackles complex issues for
children and a Bhutanese academician
promoting his country’s cultural herit-
age to help current predicaments.

First given in 1958, the annual
awards are named after a Philippine
president who died in a 1957 plane
crash, and honor “greatness of spirit”
in selfless service to people across Asia.

“The award has celebrated those who
challenge the status quo with integrity
by courageously confronting systemic
injustices, transform critical sectors
through groundbreaking solutions that
drive societal progress, and address
pressing global issues with unwaver-
ing resilience,” said Susanna B. Afan,
president of the award foundation.

Sanchez meets Senegal prez: Span-
ish Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez met with
Senegal’s President Bassirou Diomaye
Faye on Thursday to conclude his trip
through three West African nations aimed
at tackling irregular migration to Spain’s
Canary Islands.

The two leaders signed agreements to
promote temporary work opportunities in
Spain for Senegalese nationals and voca-
tional training in the West African country.
Irregular migration is a term for illegal or
unauthorized immigration commonly used
in the region and by some international or-
ganizations.

“Regulated migration benefits us all,”
Séanchez said. “It vaccinates us against those
who make a business out of irregularity,
like the mafias, and against those who use
it as an excuse to spread hatred and xeno-
phobia in our societies.” He was referring
to people-smuggling networks and far-right
parties who have pushed for tougher immi-
gration policies.

Sanchez began his tour in Mauritania on
Tuesday where he announced that Spain
will provide temporary work opportuni-
ties in Spain to Mauritanians and renew
cooperation between the two nations’ se-
curity forces to combat people smuggling
networks. The Spanish prime minister con-
tinued his tour going south to Gambia on
Wednesday. He arrived in Senegal the same
day before meeting with Senegal’s president
on Thursday. (AP)
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The Kuwaiti oil price went up
by USD 1.69 to reach USD
79.48 per barrel (pb) on Fri-
day, compared to USD 77.79
on Thursday, said Kuwait Pe-
troleum Corporation (KPC) on
Saturday.

At international markets,
Brent crude oil fell by USD
1.14 to USD 78.80 pb, while
West Texas crude went down
by USD 2.36 to USD 73.55
(KUNA)

Irag Prime Minister Mohammad Al-Sudani confirmed to
the Secretary-General of the Organization of the Petro-
leum Exporting Countries (OPEC) Haitham al-Ghais that
Iraq is committed to OPEC'’s plans regarding production.

The Prime Minister’s media office said in a statement
on Thursday that Al-Sudani received Al-Ghais to discuss
issues related to the oil market and the importance of the
joint efforts by all member states of the organization.

Irag, as one of the largest oil exporting countries in the
organization, maintains commitment to the general poli-
cies of the plans adopted by OPEC countries regarding
production, or what is determined within the framework of
the OPEC Plus agreement, Al-Sudani affirmed

OPEC’'s Al-Ghais praises Iraq’s support for oil market stabilization

Market Movements 30-08-2024
Change Closing pts Change Closing pts
JAPAN Nikkei 225 +285.22 38,647.75 DUBAI DFMGI -8.81 4,325.45
PHILIPPINES - PSEi +5.99 6,897.54 BRITAIN FTSE 100 -3.01 8,376.63
PAKISTAN - KSE 100 +190.93 78,543.98 EUROPE EURO Stoxx 50 -8.29 4,957.98

On August 22, the Iraq Ministry of Oil reaffirmed its com-
mitment to voluntarily reducing crude oil production in line
with OPEC+ decisions. In a statement, the Ministry em-
phasized that it had undertaken “real and tangible steps” to
lower production levels, while also working to compensate
for the excess quantities produced in previous months.

Secretary-General of the Organization of the Petroleum
Exporting Countries (OPEC) Haitham Al-Ghais said his
visit to Iraq was fruitful, as the country affirmed “limitless
support” for the efforts to stabilize the global oil market.

Speaking to KUNA on Thursday on the sidelines of the
visit, Al-Ghais said he met with Iragi Prime Minister Mo-
hammad Al-Sudani who stressed his country’s full backing

to the OPEC and the OPEC+ deals.

Al-Sudani also affirmed Irag’s commitment to all pledges
and agreements in a way that boosts the stability of global
oil markets in the next period, Al-Ghais noted.

Irag, which is an OEPC main member, is one of the larg-
est supporters to the agreements of OPEC and OEPC+, he
noted. Al-Ghais also held a meeting with Irag’s Oil Minister
Hayan Abdul-Ghani and some senior officials, extolling the
role of the Iragi government and officials at the oil sector.

Meanwhile, OPEC said in a news statement that Al-Ghais
visited Iraq and earlier Kazakhstan to discuss the conditions
at oil markets, and stress the great importance of ensuring
the success of efforts for the oil markets stability. (KUNA)

Other Voices

OPEC warns of oil shortages

ExxonMobil, Shell diverge on
oil and gas future strategies

By Kamel Al-Harami
Independent Oil Analyst

wo major oil and gas compa-

nies - ExxonMobil and Shell
- with two different strategies for
the future of the industry until
2050, which is about 25 years
from now.

ExxonMobil is raising con-
cerns about a potential shortage
of  fossil
fuels due
to lack of
invest-
ments  in
the explo-
ration for
new oil
and  gas \ A
reserves.
In con- =
trast, Shell
is  taking
a more
drastic approach by reducing
its upstream oil and gas work-
force by more than 20 percent,
or one-fifth of its core staff, with
the aim to enhance efficiency
and remain competitive with its
peers in terms of operational per-
formance.

Despite expectations by most
analysts about lower oil demand
and lesser oil prices, OPEC has
warned of potential shortages of
oil supply and is urging oil com-
panies and oil-producing coun-
tries to invest more in exploring
and developing new reserves.
It predicts that demand for oil
will rise, leading to shortages
and higher prices due to limited
availability.

ExxonMobil’s concerns are
similar to OPEC, as it states that
global oil demand could exceed
100 million barrels per day by
2050, and the same for natural
gas. This outlook persists even

Al-Harami

though the demand for electric

vehicles is increasing, notably
in China, where oil demand
remains strong. This suggests
that oil and gas will continue to
play a significant role alongside
emerging energy sources.

For oil-producing and oil-
exporting countries, the antici-
pated rise in oil prices presents
an opportunity, although it poses
challenges for global consum-
ers. Higher oil prices could lead
to inflation and increased costs,
potentially impacting economic
growth in both developing and
developed countries.

Two major companies - Exx-
onMobil and Shell - with two
differing viewpoints on the fu-
ture of oil and gas and its impact
on consumers, but one constant
fact is that oil will continue to
be a crucial part of our daily
lives well beyond 2050. It is not
something we can easily replace
or eliminate.

The need for increased oil
exploration is pressing. OPEC+
cannot be solely responsible for
boosting production without ap-
propriate compensation for their
investments. For years, OPEC+
has called for greater explora-
tion and investment in oil and
gas, emphasizing that the global
community must contribute. As
production declines in some
oil-producing countries, new
discoveries are essential to com-
plement the efforts of OPEC+
efforts and bring additional bar-
rels on stream.

Despite the differing ap-
proaches of ExxonMobil and
Shell, one fact remains clear:
without further investment in up-
stream oil and gas, the industry
could face a crisis. The message
is crystal clear.

a a a
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UAE remains Japan’s top oil supplier

Kuwait’s crude oil exports
to Japan drop 34.3% in July

TOKYO, Aug 31, (KUNA): Ku-
wait’s crude oil exports to Japan
fell 34.3 percent in July from a year
earlier to 4.90 million barrels, or
158,000 barrels per day (bpd), down
for the 10th consecutive month, gov-
ernment data showed Friday.

As Japan’s third-biggest oil pro-
vider, Kuwait supplied 7.9 percent
of the Asian nation’s total crude
imports, compared with 10.5 per-
cent in the same month of last year,
the Japanese Natural Resources
and Energy Agency said in a pre-
liminary report.

Japan’s overall imports of crude
oil in July declined 12.8 percent

year-on-year to 2.04 million bpd,
down for the eighth month in a row.
Shipments from the Middle East ac-
counted for 97.6 percent of the total,
up 2.4 percentage points from the
year before.

The United Arab Emirates (UAE)
remained Japan’s No.1 oil supplier,
with imports from the country in-
creasing 3.4 percent from a year
earlier to 1.00 million bpd, followed
by Saudi Arabia with 727,000 bpd,
down 11.2 percent. Qatar ranked
fourth with 72,000 bpd and Ecuador
fifth with 19,000 bpd, respectively.
Japan is the world’s-third biggest oil
consumer after China and the US.

Turkey, Irag, Qatar & UAE meet in
Istanbul for $20b transport project

ISTANBUL, Aug 31, (AP): Trans-
port ministers from Turkey, Iraq, Qa-
tar and the United Arab Emirates are
meeting in Istanbul on Thursday to
discuss a multibillion-dollar regional
transportation project designed to
ease the movement of goods from
Asia to Europe through Iraq.

The proposed $20 billion Devel-
opment Road Project is designed to
facilitate the transport of goods from
the Gulf to Europe via the Grand
Faw Port in Basra in southern Iraq.
The port would be linked to Turkey
and subsequently to Europe through
an extensive network of railways
and highways.

The initiative, which was unveiled
last year, would turn Iraq into a piv-

otal transportation hub, enhancing
the country’s economic resurgence
and boosting cooperation with its
neighbors.

“We will talk about the stage we
are at and how we can move faster
from now on,” Turkish Transporta-
tion and Infrastructure Minister Ab-
dulkadir Uraloglu told HaberTurk
television in an interview. “There are

many issues on the table, from the
project’s financing to its construc-
tion and management model.”

Thursday’s meeting comes during
efforts by Iraq and Turkey to improve
ties that have been strained by a series
of issues, including the presence of
Kurdish militants in northern Iraq and
Turkish military actions against the
militants on Iraqi territory.

In April, Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan made his first offi-
cial visit to Baghdad in over a decade,
seeking cooperation from Iraq in the
battle against the Kurdistan Workers’
Party, or PKK, which has been en-
gaged in an insurgency against Turkey
since the 1980s. The group is labeled
a terrorist organization by the United
States and the European Union.

Erdogan’s visit resulted in the
signing of numerous agreements in
the areas of energy, trade and water
sharing.

Last month, the Iraqi government
announced an official ban on the
PKK, which has maintained bases
in northern Iraq’s semi-autonomous
Kurdish region.
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USD 500 million in Sustain

gtes the issuance of

ability sukuk

Warba Bank rings opening bell for sustainable sukuk.

Warha Bank lists $500 min sustainable
sukuk on the London Stock Exchange

‘Kuwait’s first sustainable sukuk issued by Warba Bank’

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 31:
Warba Bank announced
the listing of USD 500
million sustainable su-
kuk on the London Stock
Exchange, as part of the
Bank’s USD two billion
sukuk issuance program.
This listing represents the
first sustainable sukuk in
Kuwait, and comes as part
of Warba Bank’s sustain-

able financing.

The Bank stated that these su-
kuk, which have a maturity of five
years, are dedicated to supporting
environmental, social and institu-
tional projects and initiatives that
are in line with global sustainabil-
ity goals.

The issuance witnessed a positive

Warba Bank champions sustainability with new sukuk listing.

response from investors with a sub-
scription volume of USD 1.8 billion,
equivalent to three and a half times
the size of the issuance, which con-

firms the growing interest in sustain-
able investment opportunities in the
region, as these sukuk balance profit-
ability with social and environmen-

tal responsibility.

During the listing ceremony, Mr.
Abdullah Mahmoud Al-Lanqawi,
Chief Treasury Officer at Warba
Bank, rang the opening bell at
the London Stock Exchange in
the presence of prominent figures
from the Kuwaiti Embassy and the
Investment Office, and representa-
tives of the banks and international
institutions that partnered