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BLOCK ON COMPANY FILES THAT DUCK REPATRIATION FEES
Campaign set to clear out ‘marginals’

Tanker violates sanctions Concern on demographics

Syrian Cabinet reshuffled

Assad relatives among six
sanctioned drug traffickers
BEIRUT, March 29, (AP): The US 
and UK have slapped sanctions on 
four Syrians and two Lebanese in-
volved in manufacturing and traffick-
ing the amphetamine drug Captagon, 
the two governments said. The six 
include cousins of Syrian President 
Bashar Assad and notorious Leba-
nese drug lynchpins.

Experts say Captagon is primar-
ily produced in Syria and Lebanon, 
where packages containing millions 
of pills are smuggled into Gulf coun-
tries, Europe and elsewhere. The trade 
allegedly has strong ties to Assad and 
his associates, as well as key ally, the 
Iran-backed Hezbollah militant group 
in neighboring Lebanon. 

The U.K.’s Foreign, Common-
wealth & Development Office state-

ment announcing the sanctions said the 
Captagon industry is worth $57 billion 
to Assad, and has been a key source of 
revenue as Syria’ uprising turned-con-
flict continues for a 13th year. Assad’s 
brutal crackdown on protests in 2011 
led to his global isolation, and his 
forces were accused of rampant torture, 
bombing civilian infrastructure, and us-
ing chemical weapons with support of 
key allies Russia and Iran.

“Syria has become a global leader 
in the production of highly addictive 
Captagon, much of which is traf-
ficked through Lebanon,” said the 
U.S. Treasury’s Office of Foreign 
Assets Control director Andrea M. 
Gacki in the statement.

Committee session amid
back-and-forth on ’20-’22

By Saeed Mahmoud Saleh
Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, March 29: The 
parliamentary Legal and Legislative 
Affairs Committee on Wednesday 
discussed the following bills:
■ establishment of the Higher Com-
mission for Elections,
■ amendment of Election Law num-
ber 35/1962,
■ unify the salary scale in public in-
stitutions.

Chairman of the committee MP 
Obaid Al- Wasmi and members 
MPs Hesham Al-Saleh, Mubarak Al-
Arow, Abdullah Al-Turaiji, Salman 
Al-Azmi and Nasser Al-Doussari 
were present at the meeting.

The Financial and Economic Af-
fairs Committee also held a meeting 
to deliberate on the Retirees Pension 
Increment Bill.

Chairman of the committee MP 
Ahmed Al- Hamad confirmed 
completion of the report on the 
bill, and that it will be forwarded 
to the National Assembly for in-
clusion in the agenda of the up-
coming session. 

He said the committee will meet 
again on Thursday to specify its pri-
orities, starting with the bills and is-
sues that the committee and govern-
ment have agreed on.

In addition, constitutional expert 
Professor Muhammad Al-Muqatei 
stressed that the second year of the 
2020 Assembly has ended as per 
Article 86 of the Constitution: “The 
Assembly shall hold its ordinary ses-
sion at the Amir’s invitation during 
the month of October of every year. 

Should no summoning Decree be 
promulgated before October 1, the 
third Saturday of that month, 9:00 
AM, shall be deemed the session’s 
appointment date. Should that date 
fall on an official holiday, the As-
sembly shall convene in the morning 
of the first day following that holi-
day.”

He explained that the decision of 
the Consitutional Court to reinstate 
the 2020 Assembly necessitates the 
issuance of a decree to innaugurate 
the new legislative session.  He said 
the ongoing parliamentary activi-
ties and meetings of committees are 
considered a major violation of the 
Constitution.

Constitutional expert Professor 
Muhammad Al-Fili pointed out that 
the verdicts of the Constitutional 
Court cannot be appealed. This is in 
response to the suggestion of some 
parties for the government to appeal 
the decision.

On the other hand, MP Shuaib Al-
Muwaizri said the opposition law-
makers have yet to decide on their 
position about holding a parliamen-
tary session for the oath-taking of the 
new government. He affirmed that 
consultations are ongoing to agree on 
the unified position of all opposition 
MPs.

Al-Muwaizri, along with several 
incumbent and former MPs includ-
ing Marzouq Al- Hebeini, Abdul-
lah Fehad, Soud Al-Asfour, Osama 
Al-Zaid, Falah Al-Hajri, Hamad Al- 
Medlej, Abdulwahab Al-Essa and 
Shuaib Shaaban organized a sympo-
sium at 10:30 pm on Wednesday en-
titled, ‘Will of the Nation’.

KUWAIT CITY, March 29: As part of the steps 
aimed at adjusting the demographics, informed 
sources revealed an urgent plan to take necessary ac-
tions regarding 182,000 marginal workers, most of 
whom are registered under fake companies, and are 
living in residential areas, reports Al-Qabas daily.

The sources explained that the Ministry of Interior, in coordina-
tion with the Public Authority for Manpower, will soon launch in-
tensive campaigns to deport all residency law violators.

The committee, which was formed to amend the demographics and is 
headed by the First Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of Interior, and Act-
ing Minister of Defense Sheikh Talal Al-Khaled, directed the concerned 
authorities to take more measures to prevent the tampering and selling of 

KUWAIT CITY: Kuwait’s Min-
istry of Commerce and Industry 
(MoCI) has cautioned against 
opening fake links, sent through 
short messages, social media and 
sponsored ads using the ministry 
name, as it is used by scammers 
to get access to users’ banking 
data.

In a press statement, the min-
istry said it does not ask those 
who fi le a complaint via its digi-
tal platforms or the government’s 
‘Sahel’ application to give their 
personal banking information or 
a photo of their ATM card.

It added that it also does not 
send verifi cation or OTP mes-
sages to complainers.

The ministry advised the pub-
lic to make sure that the link they 
received ends with “moci.gov.
kw”, not with “.net or .com” or 
any other domain extension.

When submitting commercial 
complaints and reports, please 
use the offi cial portal of the min-
istry’s commercial control and 
consumer protection sector “ccas.
moci.gov.kw” or the government 
(Sahel) app, it said. (KUNA)

❑     ❑     ❑

KUWAIT CITY: The Crimi-
nal Court, headed by Counselor 
Faisal Al-Harbi, has sentenced a 
Sheikh to 10 years imprisonment 
in the Malaysian Fund case. The 
court also put behind bars his part-
ner and two expatriates to 10 years 
each, a 7-year imprisonment for a 
lawyer, reports Al-Rai daily.

The court also ordered to the 
defendants to pay a total of 183 
million dinars -- 172 million for 
the fi rst, second, fourth, and fi fth 
defendants jointly and 11 million 
for the fi rst, fourth, and fi fth.

The court also ordered the con-
fi scation of money deposited in 
their bank accounts after fi nding 
them guilty of money laundering 
charges.

❑     ❑     ❑

BAGHDAD: Iraq’s Foreign 
Minister Fuad Hussein recalled 
Tuesday his country’s Charge 
d’Affaires in Manama after an 
offi cial protest from Bahrain 
over the Iraqi envoy’s breaching 
of the diplomatic norms and in-
terference in the Kingdom’s in-
ternal affairs.

In a brief statement, the Iraqi 
Foreign Ministry said the min-
ister ordered that the Charge 
d’Affaires of the Iraqi Embassy 
in Bahrain Muayyad Omar to 
return back to the ministry head-
quarters in Baghdad.

The move comes within the 
framework of the ministry efforts 
to bolster Iraq’s diplomacy and 
retain diplomatic norms, added 
the statement. (KUNA)

❑     ❑     ❑

DUBAI: A man in the United 
Arab Emirates’ sheikhdom of 
Sharjah jumped off a balcony 
to his death after killing his wife 
and two children, police said 
Wednesday. 

Offi cers found the man, whom 
police only described as an Asian 
in his 30s, with a paper in his 
clothing that contained an appar-
ent confession that he committed 
the slayings, Sharjah police said. 

Investigators entered his apart-
ment and discovered “that the 
information in the letter was cor-
rect,” police said. They did not 
elaborate. Sharjah is a neighbor-
ing emirate to Dubai. (AP)

❑     ❑     ❑

WASHINGTON: US Deputy Sec-
retary of State Wendy R. Sher-
man spoke Tuesday with Alge-
rian Foreign Minister Ahmad 
Attaf to congratulate him on his 
appointment.

She emphasized the impor-
tance of the US-Algeria relation-
ship in addressing a wide range 
of shared challenges, Principal 
Deputy Spokesperson Vedant 
Patel said in a press release.

Deputy Secretary Sherman 
and Foreign Minister Attaf dis-
cussed efforts to foster stability 
in the region, including support 
for the Personal Envoy of the UN 
Secretary-General for the Moroc-
can Sahara Staffan de Mistura in 
advancing an enduring and digni-
fi ed political solution to the con-
fl ict in the region, according to a 
statement. (KUNA)

‘US-traded firm takes Iran oil’

residence permits through fake 
commercial licenses and rented 
shops in various complexes lo-
cated in several areas without 
even a proper address or an ac-
tual activity.

PAM announced that it had 
suspended nearly 17,000 files of 
violating companies in the pri-
vate sector, with 62,000 workers 
registered under these files.

PAM gave the owners of these 
businesses a deadline of one 
month from the date of suspen-
sion to amend the legal condi-
tions so that they can avoid being 
referred to the special investiga-
tion authorities.

According to statistics issued 
by PAM and the Ministry of Inte-
rior, there are 133,000 residency 
violators in the country who are 
distributed in several sectors. 
Action will be taken to deal with 
them.

Meanwhile, an official source 
revealed more upcoming mea-
sures to control violators and 
refer them to deportation, with 
the cooperation of the General 
Department of Residency Affairs 
Investigation.

He explained that inspections 
of the various commercial ac-
tivities and the complexes in all 
the governorates are carried out 
through the labor departments. A 
temporary suspension is placed 
on the shops that are not regis-
tered on the information systems. 
They will not be allowed to re-
open until the person concerned 
amends the status and an inspec-
tion is carried out again.

The files of the stall owners in 
the fish market and the workers 
in the fishing profession will now 
be vetted.

Intensive campaigns will also 
be launched in the farming area 
to verify the farmers’ files.

The process of audit and in-
spection will include all sectors, 
beginning with fake establish-
ments in the private sector, and 
will cover all commercial areas.

The Committee of Owners of 
Delivery Companies revealed a 
large and clear leakage of domes-
tic workers into the field of order 
delivery.

The committee officials ex-
plained that they had recently 
monitored a large entry of mar-
ginal workers registered under 
articles 18 and 20 into the field 
of order delivery to work on de-
livering orders on behalf of inter-
national applications that depend 
on them. Their numbers can be 
estimated at hundreds.

The presence of workers in 
this sector constitutes a threat 
to public health and violates the 
instructions of the Ministry of In-
terior regarding the organization 
of the applications sector. These 
types of workers do not have a 
health permit, and do not own 
vehicles that meet the simplest 
security and safety standards.

The officials of the committee 
called for necessary measures 
to be taken in this regard and to 
activate the role of the tripartite 
committee in apprehending and 
prosecuting them in order to pre-
serve public health.

Meanwhile, the Public Author-
ity for Manpower, in cooperation 
with the Ministry of the Interior, 
has activated the procedures for 
blocking the files of companies 
that are not committed to pay-
ing the value of travel tickets 
for persons registered on its 
files, whether they are violators 
of residence or those registered 
absconding, or work on sites that 
do not belong to their companies, 
reports Al-Qabas daily.

Informed sources said that the 
suspension includes all compa-
nies that are not committed to 
following up on the affairs of 
their workers seized by the Resi-
dence Affairs Department, and 
against whom deportation orders 
have been issued for violating the 
residence or labor laws.

The sources added that the 
joint coordination between the 
Ministry of Interior and PAM 
includes placing an automatic 
block on the files of those com-
panies until their situation is cor-
rected and the violating employ-
ee is deported from the country.

In other news, the Tripartite 
Committee which is headed by 
the Public Authority for Man-
power, in cooperation with the 
residence affairs investigations, 
seized 493 violators of the resi-
dence and labor laws during this 
month.

‘Tracker’ off 

DUBAI, March 29, (AP): An oil 
tanker owned by a major U.S.-
traded transportation company 
appears to be taking on Iranian 
crude oil in a key Asian maritime 
strait in violation of American 
sanctions, an advocacy group 
alleges. The firm allegedly in-
volved, Euronav, said Wednes-
day it will “take appropriate ac-
tion when necessary.”

Satellite photos and maritime 
tracking data analyzed by The 
Associated Press put the Belgian-
flagged crude oil tanker Ocea-
nia just next to the Vietnamese-
flagged tanker Abyss for a possible 
ship-to-ship transfer. The group 
United Against Nuclear Iran has 
warned the Oceania’s owner, the 
Antwerp-based Euronav, that it 
believes the Abyss took on Iranian 
crude oil in late February. 

The suspicion comes as Iran 
remains able to trade its crude oil 
at sea despite American sanctions 
snapping back into place after 
then-President Donald Trump 
unilaterally withdrew the U.S. 
from Tehran’s nuclear deal with 
world powers in 2018. Now near-
ly five years later, Iran enriches 
uranium closer than ever to weap-
ons-grade levels while continuing 
to sell its oil and supplying bomb-
carrying drones to Russia to fuel 
Moscow’s war on Ukraine. 

Brian Gallagher, a spokesman 
for Euronav, told the AP in a 
statement that the company “has 
and always has taken all the ap-
propriate measures and protocols 
to ensure we are in compliance 
with all regulations.”

“All cargoes within our system 
have passed these requirements,” 
Gallagher wrote. “Euronav will 
continue to monitor any specific 
shipments and take appropriate 
action where necessary.” 

Gallagher said the Oceania 
was a storage vessel and the 
cargo from the Abyss was for 
“a third party NOT directly with 
Euronav.” He added if the allega-
tion the oil is Iranian is proven, 
“the cargo will be returned to the 
third party who delivered it.”

Euronav trades on the New 
York Stock Exchange. 

The Abyss’ manager did not 
immediately respond to requests 
for comment Wednesday. 

Satellite images from Planet 
Labs PBC and data from the 
ships’ Automatic Identification 
System trackers put the vessels 
Tuesday and Wednesday in the 
Malacca Strait, one of the world’s 
busiest waterways between Indo-
nesia and Malaysia. In an image 
Tuesday, tug boats were pushing 
the Abyss toward the Oceania. 

O leadership: A soft 
hand leads to chaos

UMM al-Harami died, may God have mercy on her, so 
she was called al-Shankoha, the worker of al-Nunu, 
al-Mutafikah, Dhu al-Ras, the family of Yawa Yawa, 
the Banu al-Ashram, the family of the long hand, and 
the family of thieves of the region.

The prodigal son said: May God have mercy on 
my mother, who finally confessed to her deeds. God 
suffices us from the evil of the forbidden, which our 
hands cannot reach, and solace is in the hideouts of 
thieves.

… Yet tomorrow is another day.
Zahed Matar

Opinion

Day by Day

By Ahmed Al-Jarallah
Editor-in-Chief, the Arab Times

ONE of the most dangerous situations that can 
happen to a country is when the leadership loses 
its reverence due to political circus, and not due 
to hunger, poverty and social want. In that case, 
transgression against the symbols of the state be-
comes the norm, and laws become opinions that 
are interpreted based on impulses.

More than 1,380 years ago, the third Islamic 
Caliph Omar Ibn Al-Khattab said, “The reverence 
of leadership is not in terrifying people, but in 
securing them, stopping the oppressor, and giv-
ing the weak their rights so that the strong will be 
deterred, the weak will be reassured, and people 
will cling to the state instead of anything else and 
protect their strong and just prince by rallying be-
hind him. Anything else will lead to loss for both 
the people and their ruler.”

However, when institutions do not perform 
their role, and corruption in all its forms prevails, 
then everyone dares to provoke and insult offi-
cials from the highest ranks. Political immoral-
ity became a general feature, because the hands 
of government were tied up, and it was unable 
to secure the people and maintain their security. 
What Abdul Rahman bin Khaldun said regarding 
the reasons for the collapse of the state became 
a reality that everyone witnessed with their own 
eyes.

There is no good in us if we do not say it ex-
plicitly - The situation today in Kuwait has be-
come so sensitive that the public dares to insult 
the country’s symbols on social media and in open 
and private gatherings because there are no longer 
limits governing the behavior of ministers or MPs.

Everyone is dancing to the beat of his own 
drum. How I wish for the drum to beat for the 
sake of the country, but in reality, it is a game of 
personal interests, pursuant to the popular prov-
erb - “Whoever hunts it down, his children live”. 
Hence there is no longer any respect for the con-
stitution and the law.

Ibn Khaldoun wrote seven centuries ago, 
“When nations fall, many astrologers, beggars, 
hypocrites, pretenders, scribes, cacophony singers 
and average poets appear, along with agitators, 
mouthpieces, palm readers, revelers, politicians, 
meddlers, satirists and opportunists too.

Terror reigns under such conditions. People 
seek refuge in sects, rumors prevail, friends turn 
into enemies and enemies into friends, false be-
comes truth and true voice fades, suspicious faces 
emerge, sociable faces disappear, dreams become 
scarce and hope dies, and the sane grows more 
alienated.

People become more attached to their tribes 
and to homelands such that it will be a form of 
delirium. The voice of the sages becomes lost in 
the noise of preachers, along with the outbidding 
of the concepts of nationalism, patriotism, belief 
and the fundamentals of religion.

People of the same household accuse each other 
of betrayal. Rumors of a great escape, intrigue and 
conspiracies become common, with advice com-
ing from all ends. Outsiders plan everything for 
the locals. Worst of all, the homeland becomes a 
transit station that everyone is ready to leave.”

There are countries where leaders witnessed 
their fall and did nothing, or left their fate to the 
advisors and servants who seek to embellish mat-
ters in a way that makes them preserve their posi-
tions, privileges, and gains.

While some leaders worked with all their might 
and effort to correct the political, economic, social 
and cultural path, they struck with an iron fist on 
the corrupt, and did not leave matters to the ser-
vants. They were thus able to reform the affairs 
of their countries, advance them and make them 
among the best countries.

When decision making is absent, institutions 
lose their role, political circus increases, empty 
slogans prevail, the prestige of the law and the 
constitution fades, and the government loses its 
prestige because the lead strings are not tightly 
braided.

A soft hand leads to chaos, which is the begin-
ning of the collapse of the state. In modern his-
tory, there are many examples of the reasons for 
the fall of some Arab countries. I hope someone 
is listening.

Email: ahmed@aljarallah.com

Follow me on:

ahmedaljarallah@gmail.com

In this satellite photo by Planet 
Labs PBC, oil tankers Ocea-
nia (center left), and Abyss, 
(center right), are seen in the 
Malacca Strait between Indo-
nesia and Malaysia on March 

28, 2023. (AP)

An anti-government woman protester throws a stone towards riot police 
during a protest near Parliament Square, in Beirut, Lebanon, on Sept. 
1, 2020. Leading international rights group Amnesty International on 
Tuesday, March 28, 2023 decried what it said were double standards by 
Western countries, which rallied behind a ‘robust response’ to Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine but remain ‘lukewarm’ on issues of human rights 

violations in the Middle East. (AP)

Newswatch
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Fajr  ........ 04:22
Sunrise ..  05:42
Zohr .......  11:53

Asr .......... 15:23
Maghrib .. 18:04
Isha  ........ 19:22

 Prayer Timings
Expected weather for next 24 hrs:

By Day: Rather hot and clouds 
will increase gradually with light 
variable wind to light to moderate 
southeasterly wind with speed of 
08-28 km/h.

By Night: Rather cold and 

partly cloudy to cloudy with light 
to moderate southeasterly wind 
changing to northwesterly wind 
with speed of 12-30 km/h with a 
chance for scattered rain.
Station Max Exp Min Rec
Kuwait CITY  29 20

Kuwait Airport 29 16
Abdaly 29 14
Jahra 29 17
Salmiyah 26 20
Ahmadi 25 19
Nuwaisib 27 17
Wafra 30 14

Weather 

CIVIL ID STATUS INQUIRY: https://e.gov.kw/sites/kgoenglish/Pages/eServices/PACI/CivilIDStatus.aspx

US sends Ramadan greetings

‘Medicine rates same as Gulf’

Row over private insurance for domestics

Foreign Minister receives Blinken call

‘Pharmacists vital in health system’

Objection to steps taken by Sri Lanka
KUWAIT CITY, March 29, (KUNA): 
Foreign Minister Sheikh Salem Abdullah 
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received a phone call 
on Tuesday from US Secretary of State An-
thony Blinken.

Blinken conveyed, at the beginning of the 
call, the greetings and 
blessings of the US 
political leadership to 
the State of Kuwait, 
its leadership, govern-
ment and people, and 
sincere congratula-
tions on the advent 
of the holy month of 
Ramadan, expressing 
his sincere wishes for 
further development 
and prosperity for the 
historical relations between the two nations.

During the call, the two sides discussed 
bilateral relations, stressing on the depth 
and distinction of these relations and their 
aspiration for the State of Kuwait to host 
the sixth round of the strategic dialogue 
between the two countries during the third 
quarter of this year in support and strength-
ening of the close historical partnership that 
binds the two countries.

They also discussed the recent develop-
ments on the regional and international 
arenas and the frameworks for joint coor-
dination between the two countries in this 
regard.

A number of issues in the region were 
discussed, and an emphasis on commit-
ment and cooperation towards maintaining 
the security of the region and enhancing its 
stability. 

Audiences
His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh 

Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah re-
ceived His Highness Sheikh Sabah Khaled 
Al-Hamad Al-Sabah at Bayan Palace on 
Wednesday. 

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh 
Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah re-
ceived on Monday at Bayan Palace Nation-
al Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanim. 

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh 
Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah re-
ceived His Highness Sheikh Nasser Al-
Mohammad Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah at Bayan 
Palace on Tuesday. 

❑     ❑     ❑

2 days declared off: Civil Service Com-
mission (CSC) announced Monday that 
government employees are exempted from 
attendance for Sunday and Monday due to 
volatile weather in those days.

In a press statement, CSC chief Essam 
Al-Rubaiaan, said many were note able to 
get to their work on time due to unstable 
weather witnessed by the country, so gov-
ernment bodies were instructed not to take 
attendance for March 26 and 27.

KUWAIT CITY, March 29, (KUNA): 
Health Minister Dr. Ahmad Al-Awadhi 
said that pharmacists, through their com-
petencies, are considered key actors in the 
treatment chain and play a fundamental role 
in the health system.

In his speech during a Ramadan Ghabga 
held by the Kuwait Pharmacists Asso-
ciation on Tuesday, the Minister of Health 
stressed the importance of the role played 
by workers in the pharmacy sector, indicat-
ing that there are ministerial committees 
dedicated to this sector and this is the big-
gest evidence of its importance.

He called on workers in this fi eld, wheth-
er in the ministry or in the private sector, 
to submit proposals that could contribute to 
the issuance of decisions and laws that en-
hance integration between the government 
and private sectors.

He appreciated the distinguished efforts 
of pharmacists in hospitals, specialized 
centers, primary care, and central admin-
istrations, noting the challenges they face 
in checking medications, dispensing, and 
many other tasks that they do.

In turn, the Director of the Medical 

Warehouses Department at the Ministry 
of Health, Dr. Adel Al-Salem, said that the 
ministry is concerned with pricing medicine 
and preserving price manipulation, pointing 
out that prices are reviewed periodically 
within specifi c controls, taking care to re-
duce the prices of many medicines.

Al-Salem pointed out that the prices in Ku-
wait are close to their counterparts in the Gulf 
countries. Indeed, some medicines in Kuwait 
may be less expensive than those in neighbor-
ing countries, indicating that the Ministry is 
always keen to provide various types of medi-
cines and that the issue of shortage of some 
types is not limited to Kuwait only, but it is 
a global issue and has many reasons, includ-
ing the unavailability of raw materials, the in-
crease in prices and means of transportation.

He pointed out that the Ministry is work-
ing continuously to provide medicines, but 
there are issues that may be out of control.

On a related note, Dr. Al-Salem said 
that the law of practicing the profession of 
pharmacy has reached the stage of the fi nal 
draft, and it will be submitted during the 
next few days to the Undersecretary of the 
Ministry to take the necessary measures.

KUWAIT CITY, March 29: The Kuwaiti Fed-
eration of Owners of Domestic Labor Offi ces 
objected to the steps taken by the Republic of 
Sri Lanka since last January regarding compul-
sory private insurance for its domestic work-
ers, whose value was set at $140, equivalent to 
44 Kuwaiti dinars, and paid to an offi ce in the 
UAE, reports Al-Qabas daily.

In a series of correspondences addressed to 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Direc-
tor of the Public Authority for Manpower, the 
Federation said Sri Lanka’s step is an explicit 
violation of Resolution No. 14120 issued by the 
Ministry of Commerce and Industry in Kuwait 
on May 7, 2009 regarding life insurance for do-
mestic workers.

He added that the consular department at 

the Ministry of Foreign Affairs indicated in 
a previous decision bearing No. 14120 not to 
cooperate directly with foreign embassies and 
missions accredited in the country with regard 
to the issue of insurance for domestic workers, 
except through the “Ministry of Commerce and 
Industry and Ministry of Foreign Affairs” and 
according to the regulations.

The decision also obligated all insurance 
companies and commission insurance offi ces 
not to issue any life or accident insurance pol-
icy for domestic workers of different nation-
alities before the approval of the policy by the 
Insurance Department of the Ministry of Com-
merce and Industry.

In addition, an informed source confirmed 
that the Kuwaiti offices are obligated to pay 

the insurance for the Sri Lankan worker 
in the interest of a collection office in the 
UAE only to complete the procedures for the 
transaction.

The source pointed out that the paid insur-
ance is unknown, and it is not known the reason 
for its payment or what it covers for the worker, 
or the benefi t accruing to the offi ces, whether 
health or security, or even related to the guar-
antees of contracts.

The number of Sri Lankan domestic work-
ers until the end of last year reached 92,000, of 
which 78.8% were female.

Sri Lankan domestic workers constitute 
11.9% of the total domestic workers, and they 
are ranked third among workers in the family 
sector.

Photo by Mahmoud Jadeed
Fire Department personnel draining the rain water collected under the bridge.

‘Blocked drains cause of flooding’

‘No crisis, market saturated with domestic workers’

The Directorate-General of Fire Department 
(DGFD) report on the causes of the inundation 
of the “Jabriya” tunnel on the Maghreb highway 
revealed that the water drainage openings in-
side the tunnel were completely blocked during 
the Sunday rains for unknown reasons, pointing 
out that the firefighting teams used long hoses to 
draw water into the third basement of the tunnel 
and the opening of the closed drainage holes, 
reports Al-Jarida daily.

The report, a copy of which the Fire Depart-
ment has submitted to the Ministry of Works, 
stated that it took the firefighters more than 10 
hours to suck the water and open the drain-
age outlets, due to the large amounts of water 
that flooded the tunnel. 

This is in addition, the emergency team 
of the Public Authority for Roads and Land 
Transport revealed that there was a failure by 
the contractor to fulfill his contractual obliga-

tions, which led to the sinking of the Ghazali, 
Jabriya, and Kairouan tunnels. 

The authority demanded that the contract 
with the contractor be terminated and that 
the contractor bear all the financial conse-
quences arising from this procedure, calling 
for notifying the competent authorities of the 
contractor’s responsibility to bear all costs 
and the value of losses incurred by public and 
private property.

KUWAIT CITY, March 29: In light of the continued 
decision of the concerned authorities in the Philip-
pines to stop the export of domestic workers to Ku-
wait, the Kuwaiti labor recruitment offices are suf-
fering from a major crisis represented in the scarcity 
of applications in their offices, because the Filipino 
domestic workers are in most demand and the sector 
suffers from many problems, reports Al-Anba daily.

This is what the Kuwaiti Union for Domestic 
Recruitment head Khaled Al-Dakhnan said in a 
special statement to the daily that the citizen has 
not suffered from the crisis of stopping domestic 
workers so far, given that the market is currently 
saturated with domestic workers, in addition to 
the temporary suspension decision issued by the 
Philippine government has not become effective. 

He added that only offices during the month 
of Ramadan suffer from the crisis due to the lack 
of recruitment requests, especially since Filipino 
domestic workers constitute 75 percent of the 
total employment in the country.  The domestic 
sector is expecting that if the Philippine govern-
ment does not reverse the temporary suspension 
decision, citizens will suffer from a shortage of 
domestic workers during the next two months. 

With regard to the current situation, Al-Dakh-
nan explained that most of the offices currently re-
lies on the Sri Lankan labor only, but it is in small 
numbers and most of them are elderly and do not 
suit the requirements of the Kuwaiti family, point-
ing out that most of the applications available are 
in the 45 years and over range with a recruitment 

price of up to 700 dinars, in addition to bearing the 
price of a ticket to Kuwait. 

This is due to the fact that workers with young 
ages have great job opportunities inside their 
country and do not need to travel abroad. The 
head of the federation said that the reason for the 
crisis with the Philippine side is due to a crime 
that may occur anywhere in the world, especially 
in light of the Kuwaiti side taking all legal mea-
sures against the perpetrator.’

He pointed out that the federation demanded 
more than once the signing of memorandums of 
understanding and the opening of work permits 
with a larger number of countries exporting do-
mestic workers, as the only solution so that “we 
do not fall into this problem year after year.”

221,820 ‘kids’ not
enrolled in school

Kuwaitis, expats : UN report

KUWAIT CITY, March 29: 
According to the annual statis-
tics of the United Nations Edu-
cational, Scientific and Cultur-
al Organization (UNESCO), 
221,820 children of school 
age in Kuwait did not enroll 
in schools in the year 2023. 
They include 60,790 children 
of primary school age, 81,180 
of intermediate school age, 
and 79,850 of secondary school 
age, reports Al-Rai daily.

Educational sources revealed that 
these children mentioned in the statis-
tics include both Kuwaiti and expatri-
ate children.

They described the statistics as “fright-
ening and offensive, as the number of stu-
dents deprived of education did not exceed 
12,000 in 2008”.

The sources stressed the need to enact 
laws that oblige expatriates to send their 
children to school.

They explained that the ministry’s jus-
tifications are represented by the presence 
of a large number of children of some com-
munities, estimated at thousands, who are 
being home-schooled on curricula that are 
applied in their countries. Also, some expa-
triate residents send their children to study 

in their countries of origin while keeping 
their residencies valid.

The sources said, “The poor electronic 
link in the Ministry of Education between 
public and private schools has resulted in 
Kuwaiti students appearing in UNESCO 
statistics. They include the children of a 
number of diplomats who are working 
abroad, some students enrolled in for-
eign schools, and a number of children 
of disintegrated families. Dozens of stu-
dents were reported not to have enrolled 
in schools due to the large number of di-
vorce cases.

There are also cases of disabled Kuwaiti 
students in the statistics. The state must 
support the private sector in attracting them 
with all their disabilities and categories.”

They stressed the importance of address-
ing administrative errors that led to the 
presence of some Kuwaiti students in the 
statistics even though they are enrolled in 
private schools.

The sources concluded that, “Such a high 
number in the statistics means that the per-
centage of those deprived of education is 
equivalent to 10 percent. This is a very high 
percentage and harms the reputation of the 
educational system in Kuwait.

Most Gulf countries oblige expatriates, 
who wish for their families to live with 
them, to submit educational certificates of 
their children to prove their enrollment in 
the schools of their countries, and to ensure 
these children are taught properly and not 
deprived of their right to education.”

Unstable weather till early April KOC to float new tender
of gas desalination plant‘Overlapping seasons stir rains’

KUWAIT CITY, March 29 : Al-Ujairi 
Scientifi c Center said “the instability of 
the weather in the country comes due to 
the transition from one season to another 
and the overlap between seasons, which 
results in unstable movement of winds 
accompanied by thunderstorms and hail,” 
reports Al-Rai daily.

The center said in a statement that 
“the two periods of the Sarayat that 
preceeds, and the Sarayat that we are 
living in now, are an overlap between 
the two intimate seasons, which end on 
April 2, followed by the entry of the 
Dra’an season, and thus we witness a 
set of climatic changes and unstable 
weather.”

He pointed out that the next season, 
known as Dra’an, is characterized by 
the Sarayat, which is considered one 
of the distinctive signs in it, and it is 
a phenomenon that is transient before 
hot air replaces cold air, causing rising 
dust.

He indicated Dra’an is considered one 
of the most dangerous seasons, given that 
the winds change their speed and direc-
tions making them to predict accurately.

Meanwhile, the Kuwait Municipal-
ity announced that the Public Cleanli-
ness and Road Works Departments in 
the Municipality Branch of the Capital 
and Hawalli Governorates have recent-
ly dealt with more than 1,257 reports 
of water pools presence in a number 
of areas of the two governorates, fol-
lowing the recent rains the day before 
yesterday.

The municipality said in a press state-
ment on Tuesday, that the two aforemen-
tioned departments immediately dealt 
with reports received regarding water 
pools in order to drain them and restore 
the fl ow of traffi c in the streets due to the 
rainy situation that the country was ex-
posed to yesterday.

They explained that the efforts of the 
cleaning teams pay all attention to raising 
the level of cleanliness in all areas, in ad-
dition to dealing promptly with the com-
plaints of citizens and residents that are 
received through WhatsApp service and 
hotline service (139) from the Emergen-
cy Department of the Services Depart-
ment, or which are monitored through 
social media.

KUWAIT CITY, March 29: MEED magazine quoted in-
formed sources as saying that the Kuwait Oil Company plans 
to float a tender for a new gas desalination plant in western 
Kuwait, reports Al-Rai daily.

The daily quoting oil sources added that the plans for the 
project are still in the initial stage and are expected to be 
launched in the first or second quarter of 2024.

It is estimated that the value of the main contract for the 
project is around $300 million, but it could be much bigger 
depending on the final specifications of the planned facility.

For their part, gas desalination plants reduce levels of car-
bon dioxide and hydrogen sulfide in natural gas. If natural gas 
contains only trace amounts of hydrogen sulfide and carbon 
dioxide, it is referred to as “sweet gas” and is non-corrosive, 
requires little refining and can be easily transported to where 
it is consumed. There are several ways to desalinate gas, while 
the equipment used varies in terms of efficiency, cost and size.

The magazine had previously reported that the KOC plans 
to award two contracts for two major oil projects before the 
end of the year, with a total value estimated at about $1.35 bil-
lion, and that the bid packages for the two projects have been 
submitted to the Central Agency for Public Tenders.

The cost of the first project, known as EF/2058, is about 
$650 million, and it focuses on expanding two wastewater dis-
posal plants in the oil and gas sector, EWDP-1 and EWDP-2. 
The first facility is located about 20 kilometers south of Ku-
wait City, while the second is located About 40 kilometers 
south of the capital.

As for the second project, which is expected to be award-
ed before the end of the year, it bears the reference number 
EF/2059 and its value is estimated at about $700 million.

Photo by Samer Shiker
Minister of Health, Dr. Ahmad Al-Awadhi with MoH officials and the Kuwaiti Phar-

macists Association.

Sheikh Salem 
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A DIGEST OF PUBLIC OPINION

diwaniya
‘Zionism issue greater than issue of American and Israeli relationship’
“GLOBAL Zionism swings between two sides -- survival or annihilation, 
and it tries in vain to search for its old capital, as much of it has been 
squandered, and what is left of it is about to be lost,” columnist Dr Abdul 
Rahman Al-Jeeran wrote for Al-Rai daily.

“Despite this diffi cult situation, the Zionists are still living in great con-
tradiction and quarreling among themselves.

“The diffi culties are increasing for Jewish thinkers 
and rabbis, as they discovered that the Jews of the 
world do not wish to move to Israel, and it became 
clear to many of them that their position in foreign 
and Gulf countries is more benefi cial to them than 
their futile attempt in the country that they claim is 
their chosen homeland.

“And if the day comes when the persecution of Na-
zism and Fascism is repeated, then it is not unlikely 
that Israel will prevent waves of immigration because 
it cannot shelter them due to the lack of internal se-
curity, the diffi cult economic situation, and the tribal 
and sectarian racism.

“Among them is another matter that everyone who reads the history of 
the Jews knows, as they have not taken a decision since the dawn of history, 
as they fl ed from Iraq, then fl ed from Egypt, then from Palestine, then they 
were subjected to aggression from all the nations of the earth and hated 
in every homeland in which they lived, so they became dependent on the 
cultures of nations.

Israel will not survive if the resistance of the Muslims continues to moni-
tor and surround it in every direction.

“Israel has lived since (Herzl) on exploiting the culture of persecution, 
playing with banking and speculation in global markets, and harnessing the 
fi fth column in weaving intrigues and hidden conspiracies.

“This is the commodity of persecution that they feel the need to exploit at 
the present time because their old stock of it is almost depleted.

“Nazism was the fearsome enemy of Europe emerging and just emerg-
ing from the medieval era, and one of the excess profi ts invested by global 
Zionism is to arouse sympathy for its victims in (Hitler’s furnaces) and to 
arouse hatred against the Nazis, communists and fascists, and therefore it 
deserves the help of those who are disaffected by these dictatorships.

“Among the other scandals to which America woke up was a document 
between Zionist spies and the Russian bear (the red state).

“It goes without saying that all communism was established when it was 
established at the hands of the advocates of the Zionists, and accordingly 
I say that the issue of Zionism is greater than the issue of the relationship 
between America and Israel.

“It is also greater than the issue of disagreement between the Arabs and 
Israel, as some like to portray it in this premature image, the issue is a mat-

ter of balancing two approaches, one of which must be taken no matter how 
long the passage of time.

“Either Israel will go to where it came from, because this is its history 
and its future or the steadfast states will remain prey to Israel, eating away 
at its fl esh and sucking the blood of its children and preventing it from 
progress and revival, to remain a failed state in order for its competition to 
be secured today, tomorrow and forever in the fi eld of agriculture, industry 
and commerce.

“Israel’s departure is less costly according to the new world order and 
the easiest of the two approaches and the most reasonable of them, and its 
departure to where it came from is an inevitable result awaiting the fate 
for the children of Zion for a simple reason, which is that the children 
of Zion are no longer able to live today with this open play, because the 
affairs of the international economy are organically linked to the rules of 
sociology, the revolutions of nations, the rights of sects, and the specifi -
cities of cultures, and this is not easy to tamper with behind doors and 
between walls.

“And when Israel stands on the side of its isolation and racism, and the 
entire world stand on the diversity of its cultures on the other side and being 
wary of it, then that is the indisputable conclusion. Are we aware of this?”

Also:
“The country is going through a state of confusion and anxiety in the 

political scene, especially after respecting the verdict of the Constitutional 
Court, which annulled the recently elected National Assembly of Septem-
ber 29, 2022, and the return of the dissolved 2020 parliament, due to the 
invalidity of the decree dissolving the previous parliament, and it relied in 
the ruling on the government of Sheikh Ahmed Nawaf,” columnist Ghad-
eer Asiri wrote for Al-Qabas daily.

“With this ruling the dissolved parliament regains its powers and com-
pletes the remaining period.

“What is required for the next stage is to move away from personalism, 
and to be keen on political stability, a developmental vision, and rapid de-
velopment away from the malleability of meanings and content, and the 
questioning of values and the impossibility of customs.

“This is in addition to a state of frustration for the general public from the 
next generation and loyal citizens of the country.

“Modern patriotism and the concept of modernity have changed to in-
clude legislation and keep up with what befi ts the intellectual, legislative 
and social level of the citizen.

“Although the nullifi cation is not the fi rst of its kind in Kuwait, the po-
litical scene is murky due to the economic changes in the world, and the 
turmoil of strong global currencies that were stable, such as the British 
pound sterling, the Lebanese pound, and the Egyptian pound, for example, 
and political instability was refl ected in confusion following the statements 
issued by citizens and parliamentary statements to record heroism in the 

offi ces of some populist deputies who claim development and claim the 
interests of citizens, and they are the ones who participate in personal con-
fl icts according to personal parliamentary interests.

“Personal disputes and revenge at the expense of the homeland occur 
in non-civil developing countries, which create a political phenomenon, 
which is chaos, instability and incapacitating claims in exchange for the 
government’s inability to achieve a decent life such as education that com-
petes with global quality, and the defi cit in health and housing services, 
which has become patchwork because of the inability of the government to 
expand high quality model health area, which falls within the limits of the 
global Gulf competition for model housing cities, and the waves of popular 
desire demanding the transparency of the electoral process.

“This is in addition to protecting the constitution from any doubts or sus-
picions through the issuance of the High Commission for Elections Affairs 
law, to protect credibility and keep it away from political benefi t or distri-
butions of high positions, and not shuffl ing the cards for the public interests 
of the country, and renewing confi dence in the democratic process that is 
built on a civilized basis away from secretions and divisions, which use the 
origin, race, sect, tribe, or personal lineage during the voting process that is 
rejected by the articles of the Kuwaiti constitution.

❑     ❑     ❑

“After a three-year hiatus due to the corona pandemic and before the holy 
month of Ramadan, the ‘Himam Shababiah’ Team organized its 10th relief 
trip since its formation in 2014. It is the sixth trip to distribute Ramadan 
goods to Syrian refugees in Jordan under the slogan ‘Fasting it Twice,’” 
columnist Tariq Derbas wrote for Al-Anba daily.

“The team distributed Ramadan goods to 600 Syrian families in random 
refugee camps across the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, in addition to 
performing 15 minor surgeries and a festival to make 100 Syrian orphan 
children happy.

“Although the team has so far conducted 10 relief trips since its forma-
tion, the government’s response to this trip was different. I mean the Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs and Kuwaiti Embassy in Jordan showed utmost 
interest and supervised this trip from the beginning until the team left Am-
man to return to Kuwait.

“This interest, supervision, attendance and participation were not seen in 
previous years, which had an effective impact this time. Before the team 
embarked on its journey, the data of all members were recorded on the Safe 
Traveler Platform.

“The Kuwaiti government is supportive of Kuwaiti charitable work -- 
committees and charitable societies. It is even close to them and supervises 
all their work in order to silence all those who doubt and distort charitable 
work by not reaching the recipients of donations.”

— Compiled by Ahmed Al-Shazli

Dr Al-Jeeran 

Municipality issues violation report
against contractor over ‘landslide’

Emergency teams of MEW, DGFD inspect site

KUWAIT CITY, 
March 29 (Agencies): 
Kuwait Municipality 
(KM) said on Tuesday, 
that the supervisory 
team in the Safety De-
partment in Farwaniya 
Governorate has is-
sued a violation report 
against the contractor 
responsible for the site 
that witnessed the land-
slide in the Ardiya in-
dustrial area.

The Municipality stated in 
a press statement that the su-
pervisory team inspected the 
site of the soil collapse, as it 
was found that it was a build-
ing under construction in the 
basement excavation stage, 
and the contractor has a safety 
license and a valid tinkering 
license.

Support
They added that through the 

pictures taken before the land-
slide, there is support from the 
street side, the place of the col-
lapse, as the works were stopped, 
for the safety of passers-by and 
services.

Earlier, the Ministry of Public 
Works announced the follow-up 
of the Ardiya industrial area land-

slide show “it was caused by one 
of the contractors who broke one 
of of the state’s services,” reports 
Al-Rai daily.

Informed sources in the min-
istry said the “emergency teams 
affi liated with the maintenance 
engineering sector examined the 

landslide site to fi nd out the rea-
sons, as well.” The site was in-
spected by the emergency teams 
of the Ministry of Electricity and 
Water and the Directorate-Gener-
al of Fire Department (DGFD)  

A recent video showing a land-
slide in the Al-Ardiya industrial 

area has raised concerns about the 
safety of the area’s infrastructure. 
However, according to the offi -
cial spokesman for the Ministry 
of Public Works, Eng Ahmed Al-
Saleh, the incident does not fol-
low the ministry’s contracts.

Al-Saleh denied that any road 
cave-in had occurred, and that 
the cause of the damage to the 
ministry’s services had been as-
certained.

Confi rmed
For its part, the Kuwait Munici-

pality confi rmed that “the over-
sight team in the Safety Depart-
ment in Farwaniya Governorate 
inspected the site, and found that 
it is a building under construction 
in the basement excavation stage, 
and the contractor has a valid 
safety and demolition license.”

There is also speculation that 
a company may have carried out 
drilling activities near the area, 
which could have contributed 
to the landslide. The emergency 
teams are investigating all pos-
sibilities to determine the exact 
cause of the incident.

The municipality stated that 
“through the pictures taken before 
the landslide, it was found that 
there was support on the street 
side, the place of the collapse, 
where the work was stopped for 
the safety of passers-by and ser-
vices, and a violation report was 
issued against the contractor and 
the site was followed up in order 
to preserve public safety.”

Al-Rai photo
A photo of the landslide in Ardhiya Industrial Area.

KOC claims having services near project

Municipality OKs allocating site
to collect rainwater in Shuaiba
KUWAIT CITY, March 29: The Ku-
wait Municipality has approved the re-
quest of the Public Authority for Roads 
and Land Transport regarding allocat-
ing a site to collect rainwater in the Sh-
uaiba area, reports Al-Jarida daily.

The municipality referred the request 
of its director, Eng. Ahmed Al-Manfouhi, 
to the President of the Municipal Council, 
Abdullah Al-Mahri, where Al-Manfouhi 
stated that the technical opinion came in 
agreement with allocating a site measur-
ing 49,340 square meters, with a water 
channel with a length of 703 meters, and 
a connection link with a width of 25 me-
ters in the Shuaiba area within the consul-
tative agreement No AH/I/228 regarding 
the study, design and preparation of con-
tractual documents and supervision of the 
implementation and maintenance of rain 
drainage systems for the northern, south-
ern and western urban areas of Kuwait. 

Al-Manfouhi indicated that the mu-
nicipality stipulated commitment and ad-
herence to the responses of the Sub-Com-
mittee for Public Utilities and Services 
committee at its meeting No. 5/2021 on 
May 5, 2021 and coordination with it be-
fore implementation, which mentioned 

some observations, including the Sur-
vey Department in Kuwait Municipality 
regarding the site’s confl ict with optical 
fi ber lines, and that there is no objection 
to allocating the site after the approval 
of the Communications and Informa-
tion Technology Regulatory Authority 
(CITRA).

However, the Kuwait Oil Company 
said it was found that there are services 
for the company that are in confl ict with 
or near the project and that before start-
ing the implementation of the project, a 
full protection of the services must be en-
sured at the site during and after the start 
of work on the project. The company also 
requested a technical study of the project 
before implementation. 

The municipality demanded that a 
comprehensive study be submitted to 
assess the environmental and social im-
pact of the project, and to authorize the 
administration to move and modify the 
dimensions and lengths of the sites and 
their area not to exceed the prescribed 
areas in the event that they conflict with 
any existing infrastructure services or 
for any regulatory reasons, during in-
stallation.

Increase in salaries eyed: The Civil Service Com-
mission is waiting for the Ministry of Finance to approve 
the proposed fi nancial increases for wages and salaries that 
will be included within the framework of the ‘strategic al-
ternative’ project, reports Al-Rai daily.

The sources explained this study is part of the ninth axis 
of the government’s work program for the 17th legislative 
term (2022-2026) which is initiated under the title “Man-
power”, noting that the time plan for implementing the 
strategic alternative according to the study includes 3 stag-
es, and the necessary procedures for implementing the fi rst 
stage will be initiated after endorsement by the CSC study.

❑    ❑    ❑

409 complaints received: The Ministry of Public 
Works received 409 rain-related complaints during the 
heavy rains recently, reports Al-Jarida daily.

In a press statement, the ministry confi rmed dealing 
with the complaints in accordance with the regulations.  It 
has already addressed 250 of these complaints and work is 
underway for 141 complaints, while 18 complaints were 
forwarded to the concerned institutions as they are beyond 
the ministry’s jurisdiction. 

❑    ❑    ❑

Narcotic pills seized: The Customs men at Kuwait 
International Airport T1 have taken into custody an uni-
dentifi ed Asian passenger who arrived with 84 narcotic 
pills hidden among the clothes in his personal bag, reports 
Al-Anba daily.

News in Brief

Al-Rai photo
Violators of laws arrested by the police.

34 violators of laws in police custody
Personnel from the General 
Administration of Residence Af-
fairs Investigations (Control and 
Coordination Department) have 
arrested 13 residence and labor 
laws violators, a street vendor 
and a beggar, reports Al-Rai 
daily.

The security sources said the 
violators of different nationalities 

were arrested in Jleeb Al-Shuy-
oukh and have been referred 
to the competent authorities, to 
take the necessary legal meas-
ures against them.

As part of the continuous se-
curity deployment and the in-
tensive campaigns the Tripartite 
Joint Committee said 21 violators 
were arrested in Khaitan.

MEW connects power supply to main
substation 4D in N11 Mutla’a project
KUWAIT CITY, March 29: The Deputy 
Director General for Implementation 
Affairs at the Public Authority for 
Housing Welfare, Eng. Rashid Al-Enezi, 
announced that the Ministry of Electricity, 
Water and Renewable Energy, delivered 
power supply to the main substation 4D in 
suburb N11 located within the Al-Mutla’a 
Residential City project, reports Al-Jarida 
daily.

 Al-Enezi said that the delivery of elec-
tric current to the aforementioned station 
will contribute to feeding 19 sub-stations 
covering 765 residential plots in suburb 
N11, in addition to a local mosque, an 
imam’s residence, and shops. 

He added that the door to receive applica-
tions for issuing power supply certificates 
will be opened for citizens benefiting from 
these plots through the government’s Sahel 
platform, starting next Thursday, so that 
they can complete the procedures for visit-
ing the Ministry of Electricity, Water and 
Renewable Energy to get power supply con-
nection to their residential plots. 

Al-Enezi stated that 127 vouchers in 
plot 2 of suburb N11 (from plot No. 107 
to plot No. 233), and 638 vouchers in plot 
3 of suburb N11 (from plot No. 1 to 295 
and from Plot No. 344 to 355, Plot No. 
377 to 395, Plot No. 403 to 674 and Plot 
No. 701 to 740) will benefit from the 
power connection at this stage.

He stated that the PAHW will, starting 
next April, successively identify other 
residential plots covered by the power 
connection after completion and coordina-
tion with the Ministry of Electricity, 
Water and Renewable Energy. 

He pointed out that work for these plots 
was completed 9 months before the end of 
the contractual date, as they were sched-
uled to be completed according to the 
schedule at the end of December 2023.  He 
stressed that the PAHW contractors had 
confirmed all the work required of them to 
operate the targeted station, and praised the 
efforts made by the Ministry of Electricity, 
Water and Renewable Energy to deliver 
electricity to the main power stations.
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KUNA photo
The inauguration ceremony of the Parliamentary Group of Algeria-Kuwait ties.

Support legislative ties between two countries

Algeria launches Kuwaiti-Algerian
parliamentary group to boost ties
ALGIERS, March 29, (KUNA): Al-
geria’s parliament launched Tuesday 
the Algerian-Kuwaiti parliamentary 
friendship group to bolster legisla-
tive ties between the two countries 
and share expertise on all levels.

Delivering a speech on this occa-
sion, deputy speaker of Algeria’s Na-
tional People’s Assembly Ammari 
Abdullah said that the relations be-
tween the two countries trace back to 
the phase of national struggle against 
colonialism, referring to Kuwait’s ef-
forts to support the Algerian revolu-
tion against French colonialism.

Independence
Political and economic coopera-

tion between the two sides continued 
after the independence in order to 
achieve social and economic devel-
opment, he noted.

He elaborated that the bilateral ties 
are based on cooperation, friendship 
and mutual respect as well as sharing 
similar views on several regional and 
international issues.

Abdullah said that the two coun-
tries look forward to building dis-
tinguished partnerships, mainly after 

the offi cial visit paid by President 
Abdelmadjid Tebboune to Kuwait 
last February.

He extolled distinguished parlia-
mentary ties between the two coun-
tries enhanced by varied activities 
like offi cial visits, training courses 
and talks between heads of the two 
legislative bodies in several arenas.

Meanwhile, Khaled Al-Yoha, Act-
ing Charge d’Affaires at Kuwait Em-
bassy in Algeria, termed the Kuwait-
Algerian ties as ‘sisterly strong and 
historical’.

Launching the parliamentary 
group aims at strengthening ties 
between Kuwait and Algeria, he 
stressed.

Kuwait participates in Berlin
dialogue on energy transition

Reduction of fossil fuel reliance to aid environment

BERLIN, March 29, 
(KUNA): Kuwait is par-
taking in the ninth edi-
tion of the Berlin Energy 
Transition Dialogue Con-
ference that addresses 
plans and methods for 
cutting usage of fossil fuel 
in favor of renewable en-
ergy resources.

Najib Al-Badr, State of 
Kuwait Ambassador to Ger-
many, head of the Kuwaiti 
delegation partaking in the 
convention that kicked off 
late on Tuesday and would 
end later on Wednesday, said 
in remarks to KUNA that the 
Kuwaiti delegation took part 
in debates on various issues 
such as the quest for a safe 
environment.

Other topics were addressed in 
the talks namely solutions for cli-
matic issues, establishing energy 
partnerships and the green hydro-
gen economy, ambassador Al-Badr 
said.

Companies
He touched on the Kuwaiti-

German cooperation namely par-
ticipation of German companies 
and scientific institutions in green 
energy ventures, in line with 
Kuwait vision 2035, citing in par-
ticular Al-Shagaya solar energy 
project.

He expressed desire to broaden 
the cooperation with Berlin at 
this level and affirmed the State 
of Kuwait keenness on staying 
abreast of international efforts 
regarding the climatic changes 
and its repercussions on man-
kind.

The conference has lured dele-
gations from more than 130 coun-
tries, business leaders, scientists, 
representatives of international 
organizations and NGOs.

KUNA photo
Kuwait’s Ambassador to Germany Najib Al-Badr

MEW studies overhaul of water
and energy production projects
KUWAIT CITY, March 29: The 
Ministry of Electricity, Water and 
Renewable Energy, through the 
Partnership Projects Authority 
between the Public and Private 
Sectors, is considering re-issuing 
the qualifi cation request for the 
development contract for two in-
dependent Kuwait projects for the 
production of water and energy, 
reports Al-Qabas daily.

MEED reported that the reis-
sue would allow more companies 
to qualify to bid for the contract, 
which is expected to be tendered 
by the middle of the year.

In September 2022, at least 
6 utility developers submitted 
a Statement of Qualifi cations 
(SOQ) to the Authority for Part-
nership Projects regarding con-
tracts for the development of 
Al-Zour North 2 and 3 and Al-
Khairan 1 projects.

According to KPA, the Az-Zour 
North 2 and 3 and Al-Khairan 1 

projects will be developed as two 
separate contracts. The Az-Zour 
North 2 and 3 plant will integrate 
the previously planned second and 
third phases, and will have a gen-
eration capacity of 2,700 MW and a 
desalination capacity of 120 MIGD.

The Authority for Partner-
ship Projects indicated that the 
Khairan 1 hydroelectric power 
station will have a power genera-
tion capacity of 1,800 megawatts 
and a desalination capacity of 33 
million gallons per day.

Kuwait is under pressure to ex-
pand its power generation capac-
ity as demand increases, as it was 
reported that peak power demand 
in the country reached a record 
high of 15.7 GW in July 2021. 
Prior to that, the peak load was 
only 15 GW. The accelerating de-
mand threatens the spare capacity, 
as the actual operational capacity 
is less than the total installed ca-
pacity of 19 gigawatts.

 KUNA photo
The Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs chairs a meeting of the Council for the Affairs of the Diplomatic and Consular Corps.

Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs chairs meeting of Diplomatic & Consular Corps Affairs Council
Deputy Foreign Minister, Ambassador Mansour Al-Otaibi chaired on Tues-
day, a meeting of the Council for the Affairs of the Diplomatic and Consular 

Corps at the Ministry’s General Offi ce.
With the participation of the assistants of the Minister of Foreign Affairs, 

members of the Council, during the meeting, the topics on the agenda were 
discussed. (KUNA)

KUWAIT CITY, March 29, 
(KUNA): Saad Al-Abdullah 
Academy for Security Sciences 
announced that a public lottery 
will be held for applicants to join 
the Specialized Offi cers Course, 
31st batch of the university cam-
paign certifi cates on Tuesday, 
corresponding to the fourth of 
next April.

The General Department of 
Relations and Security Media 

at the Ministry of the Interior 
said in a press statement today, 
Tuesday, that the lottery will 
be held in two specialization 
periods (morning), including 
scientific specializations and 
(evening) for literary majors.

She explained that messages 
will be sent to applicants to en-
ter the lottery through the unifi ed 
government application for elec-
tronic services ‘Sahel’.

Saad Al-Abdullah conducts
public lottery for 31st batch

Tracking data from MarineTraf-
fi c.com showed the vessels along-
side each other Wednesday. At sea, 
oil tankers can funnel crude between 
each other in a ship-to-ship transfer 
that typically sees boats in a similar 
position.

In a letter dated Tuesday to Eu-
ronav, United Against Nuclear Iran 
said it believed the Abyss took 
on crude oil at the Iranian port of 
Bandar Mashahr, some 600 kilome-
ter (370 miles) southwest of the cap-
ital, Tehran, on the Arabian Gulf. 
The Abyss had turned off its AIS 
tracker on Feb. 18 as it was pointed 
toward Bandar Mashahr. 

Ships are supposed to keep their 
AIS trackers on for safety reason, 
but vessels believed to be carry-
ing Iranian crude oil routinely turn 
theirs off to mask their movements 
over the international sanctions Teh-
ran faces.

A ship corresponding to the 
Abyss’ size and features could be 
seen docked at Bandar Mashahr on 
Feb. 22 in a satellite photo analyzed 
by the AP. United Against Nuclear 
Iran said it found a satellite image 
it believed showed the Abyss at the 
port in the same position the day be-
fore. 

“Any other signs of manipulating 
AIS transponders should be consid-
ered red fl ags for potential illicit ac-
tivity,” the New York-based group 
said in its letter signed by Mark 
Wallace, a former U.S. ambassador 
to the United Nations. 

The Abyss is managed by Ho 
Chi Minh City-based PetroVietnam 

Transportation. Vietnamese vessels 
have been suspected of smuggling 
Iranian crude oil in the past. Smug-
glers typically misidentify where the 
crude oil they carry came from in or-
der to skirt suspicions. 

Iran’s mission to the United Na-
tions and the U.S. Treasury did not 
immediately respond to requests for 
comment. 

This isn’t the fi rst time a U.S.-
linked fi rm has been associated 
with an Iranian oil transfer at sea. 
In February 2022, United Against 
Nuclear Iran warned Los Angeles-
based private equity fi rm Oaktree 
Capital Management that it believed 
a tanker the fi rm owned took on Ira-
nian crude oil. 

The U.S. government has said 
illicit Iranian oil revenue funds the 
paramilitary Revolutionary Guard’s 
Quds Force, an expeditionary unit 
believed to be working abroad in 
countries like Iraq, Lebanon, Syria 
and Yemen to back Iranian-allied 
militias.

described as a “key fi gure in the 
regional drug traffi cking network,” 
while also leading a paramilitary 
group backing the Syrian army in the 
confl ict. 

Meanwhile, Syrian businessman 
Khalid Qaddour was also sanctioned 
for his alleged involvement in man-
aging smuggling revenues and alleg-
edly has close ties to President Assad’s 
brother Maher, who leads the Fourth 
Division and has allegedly profi ted 
off smuggling illicit drugs, mobile 
phones and cigarettes. Syrian militia-
man Imad Abu Zureik was also sanc-
tioned for running a militia group with 
ties to Syrian military intelligence in 
the south of the country that the U.S. 
Treasury said controls the Nassib bor-
der crossing with Jordan. Abu Zureik 
was a former commander with Free 
Syria Army opposition forces.

In Lebanon, Washington and Lon-
don sanctioned notorious weapons 
and drug smuggler Noah Zeiter, who 
for years has been on the run from 
Lebanese authorities. Zeiter prior 
to the confl ict in Syria was known 
for producing and smuggling large 
amounts of cannabis and made oc-
casional bombastic media appear-
ances. Zeiter is close with Hezbollah 
and Syria’s Fourth Division.

Hassan Daqqou, a Lebanese-
Syrian who the media frequently 
dubs “The King of Captagon,” was 
also sanctioned due to his links with 
Hezbollah and drug traffi cking op-
erations by the Syrian army’s Fourth 
Division. Daqqou was arrested in 
Lebanon in 2021 and in 2022 was 
sentenced to seven years of hard 
labor for producing and smuggling 
Captagon.

Washington and London also 
sanctioned two trading compa-
nies based in eastern Lebanon that 

Daqqou owns.

Also:
DAMASCUS: Syrian President 
Bashar Assad replaced several 
Cabinet ministers Wednesday amid 
a sharp increase in prices and wors-
ening economic conditions during 
the Muslim holy month of Ramadan, 
state media reported.

SANA reported that Assad re-
placed the ministers of oil, internal 
trade, industry and social affairs and 
labor.

The news agency did not give a 
reason for the government reshuf-
fl e, but it comes amid harsh public 
criticism over rising prices and food 
shortages during Ramadan, when 
observant Muslims abstain from eat-
ing and drinking from dawn to dusk.

Syria’s economy hit its lowest 
point this year since the start of the 
confl ict in 2011, with spiraling in-
fl ation, a currency plunge and sharp 
increase in food prices.

It’s the result of years of war, 
Western sanctions, widespread cor-
ruption and a three-year economic 
meltdown in neighboring Lebanon.

After a Feb. 6, earthquake hit 
Turkey and Syria and killed more 
than 50,000 people, Damascus’ ties 
with some Arab countries improved 
somewhat with aid from around the 
region fl owing into the war-torn 
country.

Syria hopes that an improvement 
of relations with oil-rich Arab gulf 
nations, that once supported the Syr-
ian armed opposition, will help ease 
the economic crisis. 

Last week, state Saudi television 
reported that the kingdom is in talks 
with Syria to reopen its embassy in 
the war-torn nation for the fi rst time 
in a decade. 

Gacki added that the trade’s rev-
enues enable the government’s 
“continued repression on the Syrian 
people.”

Among the four Syrians sanc-
tioned are two cousins of Assad, 
Samer and Wassim. According to 
the U.S. Treasury’s statement, Samer 
oversees Captagon production in the 
northern coastal city of Lattakia in 
coordination with Hezbollah and 
the Syrian army’s elite Fourth Divi-
sion. Meanwhile, Wassim has been 

‘US-traded

Assad relatives

Continued from Page 1
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Both institutions reaffirm their commitment to advancing liberal arts education

American University of Kuwait & Dartmouth College renew partnership

Commendable performance

ICSK Amman holds Graduation
Day ceremony for KG students

KUWAIT CITY, March 29: The 
American University of Kuwait (AUK) 
and Dartmouth College renewed their 
institutional partnership that promises 
to build on the success of a 20-year 
relationship. With this renewal, both 
institutions reaffirm their commitment 
to advancing liberal arts education and 
facilitating cross-cultural collabora-
tions between faculty, students, and 
staff at both universities.  

The partnership was signed by 
AUK president, Dr. Rawda Awwad 
and Dartmouth president, Dr. Philip 
Hanlon, at Darmouth with the atten-
dance of AUK founder and chair of 
the board of trustees, Sheikha Dana 
Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah; 
AUK executive vice president, Ms. 
Amal Al-Binali; executive director 
of the Dartmouth-AUK program and 
Ralph and Richard Lazarus professor 
of anthropology and human relations, 
Dr. Dale Eickelman; deputy director 
of the Dartmouth-AUK program, Ms. 
Kerry Laufer; professor of engineering 
at Dartmouth, Dr. Fridon Shubitidze; 

and professor of marketing at Dart-
mouth, Dr. Peter Golder.  

Sheikha Dana highlighted the 

importance of this memorandum 
and how it lays the foundation for a 
mutually beneficial relationship be-

tween the two esteemed academic in-
stitutions, “The signing of this MOU 
today signifies our shared dedication 
to continuing this partnership for 
many years to come. It is a testament 
to our mutual commitment to foster-
ing academic excellence and promot-
ing cultural understanding. We look 
forward to the many more fruitful 
collaborations that will arise from 
this partnership.”  

AUK president, Dr. Rawda Aw-
wad, shared the same sentiment, 
emphasizing how the memorandum 
signifies a substantial step towards 
international cooperation and aca-
demic excellence, “Over the years, 
our relationship has grown stron-
ger and more meaningful. Through 
exchanges of faculty, students, and 
ideas, we have been able to broaden 
our perspectives and deepen our un-
derstanding of the world around us. 
This partnership has enriched the 
academic and cultural experiences of 
all involved and has opened doors to 
countless opportunities.” 

Similarly, Dartmouth president,Dr. 
Philip Hanlon, affirmed the signifi-
cance of this milestone, “I’m delighted 
to see our relationship with AUK con-
tinue and grow. There are so many 
benefits to be drawn from this part-
nership, both for our students and our 
faculty, and any opportunity for our 
respective institutions to tap into each 
other’s talent is a win for us both.” 

Under the terms of the agreement, 
first signed in 2003, Dartmouth and 
AUK collaborated on numerous pro-
grams, including mutually-beneficial 
faculty and student exchanges. Dart-
mouth experts in engineering, infor-
mation technology, library sciences, 
communications, the arts and sciences, 
university governance, and other fields 
regularly visit Kuwait and vice versa. 
Dartmouth also provides a wide range 
of administrative and academic con-
sulting services to AUK.  

“The document we are signing today 
strengthens the strong bonds we’ve 
forged over the last two decades. It 
paves the way for new initiatives,” 

said Dr. Eickelman. “We now have a 
thriving for-credit academic exchange 
program. We are also preparing to 
send a Dartmouth faculty member to 
AUK this spring as our first Fulbright 
specialist who will consult and teach 
a mini-course at AUK,” Eickelman 
added.  

This renewal marks the fifth agree-
ment signed over the course of a 
20-year relationship. It represents a 
critical milestone in fostering a strong 
partnership that has yielded, and will 
continue to yield, significant benefits 
for both institutions.  

The American University of Ku-
wait (AUK) is an independent, private, 
equal opportunity, and coeducational 
liberal arts institution of higher edu-
cation. The educational, cultural and 
administrative structure, methods and 
standards of AUK are based on the 
American model of higher learning. 
The language of instruction is English. 
More information on the American 
University of Kuwait can be found at-
www.auk.edu.kw

KUWAIT CITY, March 29: “Ev-
ery child born into the world is a new 
thought of God, an ever-fresh radiant 
possibility.”

Graduation is an exciting milestone 
for Kindergarten children as it is their 
first step towards a future full of hopes 
and possibilities. To honour the progres-
sion and development of the KG stu-
dents, The Indian Community School 
Kuwait, Amman celebrated the KG 
Graduation Day on 16th March 2023. 
Around 200 enthusiastic graduates of 
Amman, adorned in graduation gowns 
and caps were applauded and recognised 
for their commendable performance in 
KG.

The ceremony started with the reci-
tation of the Holy Quran followed by 
the Kuwait and Indian National An-
thems. The programme was inaugu-
rated by lighting the ceremonial lamp 
by the Guest of Honour, Ms. Anchitha 
Kethwas, IFS, Second Secretary, Con-
sular, Commerce, Investment and Edu-
cation, Embassy of India, Principal of 
ICSK Amman, Rajesh Nair, Vice Prin-
cipal, Dr. Mary Isaac and KG Supervi-
sor Dr. Jeyadevi Ramachandran.

The tiny tots of upper kindergarten 
welcomed the guests which was fol-
lowed by the welcome address by the 
Principal. In his speech, Principal Rajesh 
Nair whole heartedly welcomed the 
gathering and congratulated the students 
and the teachers. To add excitement to 
the ceremony, the kindergarteners who 
dressed up with grace and style enter-
tained the gathering with their energetic 
performances. The various learning ac-

tivities of the children during their aca-
demic year were exhibited as a glimpse 
during the event.

The Guest of Honour, Ms. Anchitha 
Kethwas, complimented the young 
graduates on their achievements and 
congratulated the teachers for their hard 
work and dedication in shaping the 
students through education and other 
co-curricular activities. She was hon-
oured by presenting a memento which 
was followed by the felicitation speech 
by the Vice Principal of the school. In 
her speech, she reminded the parents to 
spend quality time with the children and 
adopt positive parenting.

The event was indeed a joyous and 
memorable one as everyone witnessed 
their young learners receiving the gradu-
ation certificates with pride. It was an 
innate feeling of accomplishment for 
the teachers and parents as their children 
walked across the stage receiving their 
certificates. The children later expressed 
their gratitude towards the management 
of the school, teachers, staff and parents 
and shared their thoughts and memories 
during the years.

The programme ended with vote of 
thanks by the KG Supervisor, Dr. Jey-
adevi Ramachandran where she wished 
good luck to the graduates and congratu-
lated the entire team for their relentless 
effort and commitment in making the 
event a memorable one.

A well oragnised and smoothly led 
graduation ceremony of the UKG stu-
dents of ICSK Amman will go a long 
way in cherishing the memories of proud 
parents, students and teachers.

Young learners mark new milestone

ICSK Junior celebrates KG Graduation Day
KUWAIT CITY, March 29: Kinder-
garten graduation is an exciting mile-
stone for pre-primary children as it’s 
their first step towards a future full of 
hopes and possibilities. It marks a new 
beginning that adds new dimensions to 
their school life and the journey they 
begin towards knowledge and educa-
tion.

ICSK Junior celebrated Kindergar-
ten Graduation Day on 15th March, 
2023 and applauded the young enthu-
siastic learners for their commendable 
performance in the session 2022-2023.

The programme began with the reci-
tation from the Holy Quran followed 
by the rendition of the Kuwait and In-
dian National Anthems. The honour of 
lighting the ceremonial lamp of knowl-
edge was done by the Chief Guest – 
Mrs. Lucy A Cherian, Principal – Mrs. 
C. Sheeja and Supervisor Mrs. Shafika 
Yunus.

Principal ICSK Junior - Mrs. C. 
Sheeja delivered the welcomed ad-
dress and felicitated the chief guest 
with a memento. In her address Mrs. 
C Sheeja pointed out that learning 
is a continuous process, with hard 
work and dedication. She humbly 
requested the parents to spend some 
quality time with the kids and try to 
chase the unhealthy influence of so-
cial media especially when they are 
having their meals. She appreciated 
the team of KG teachers for working 
passionately and sincerely in mak-
ing the Graduation Day special and 
memorable. 

The Chief Guest Mrs. Lucy A Che-
rian, Principal Indian Public School, in 
her convocation address complimented 
the graduates for their achievements, 
appreciated for the wonderful presen-
tation put up by the LKG students. 
Further, in her address, she advised the 
parents to be very calculative in up-
bringing their children. To give uncon-
ditional love till the age of five, teach 
them strict discipline and etiquette till 
ten, advise them till sixteen and after 
that be their best friends. Indeed, it was 
a true lesson for all the parents.

The school acknowledged with a 

memento; the sincere effort of selfless 
service put in by Nazeer K. Chhatri-
wala for the safety and security of our 
children. 

Tiny tots dressed up in nice attires, 
performed confidently and gracefully 
on stage winning the hearts of all. 
Little cherubs spoke diligently in their 
reminiscence speech. 

The performers left everybody spell 

bound as they danced on tunes of some 
vibrant music with coordinated move-
ments that also set the tone and mood 
of the atmosphere, high.The most im-
portant part of the day was honouring 
the graduands, smartly dressed, suiting 
the occasion. 

Principal along with the Chief Guest 
felicitated the students with Certificate 
of Graduation. Children looked pretty 

in their red and golden graduation 
robes and caps. The programme ended 
with the vote of thanks by the supervi-
sor Mrs. Shafika Yunus.

It was indeed a joyous and memorable 
day for not only the little ones but also 
a proud moment for the parents and the 
mentors as they witnessed their children 
receiving their KG Graduation Day Cer-
tificates from the guest.

AUK founder and chair of the board of trustees, Sheikha Dana Nasser 
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah

Photos from the event.

AUK and Dartmouth representatives.

A photo from the event.

AUK president, Dr. Rawda Awwad and Dartmouth president, Dr. Philip 
Hanlon, signing the renewal of their institutional partnership.

Photos from the event.
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Business   Change Closing pts
SAUDI - Tadawul +0.34 10,503.18
UAE - DFM +16.26 3,400.67
JAPAN - Nikkei +1.33 27,883.78
PHILIPPINES - PSEi +0.42 6,630.97
EGYPT - EGX 30 +3.17 16,411.37

   Change Closing pts
PAKISTAN - KSE 100 -0.51 39,879.89

oil rises Gazprom increasing gas supply

Kuwait oil price rose by USD 2.95 
to USD 79.13 pb on Tuesday vis a 
vis USD 76.18 pb on Monday, Ku-
wait Petroleum Corporation said 
on Wednesday.

In international markets, the for-
ward Brent crude contracts rose 
by 53 cents to USD 78.65 pb, 
while the rate of identical transca-
tions of the West Texas Intermedi-
ate crude edged up by 39 cents, 
settling at USD 73.20 a barrel. 
(KUNA)

Russia’s Gazprom is increasing gas supplies to China and ex-
pects soon to reach the maximum planned level through a Si-
berian pipeline, its chairman said Wednesday, highlighting Bei-
jing’s importance as his country’s top export market in the face of 
Western sanctions over its invasion of Ukraine.

Gazprom is negotiating with China over a possible additional 
supply project across neighboring Mongolia, Viktor Zubkov said 
at a government-organized economic forum. He said the com-
pany is open to serving other Asian markets. Chinese leader Xi 
Jinping’s government sees Moscow as a diplomatic partner in 
opposing U.S. domination of global affairs and has refused to 
criticized its invasion of Ukraine. Beijing has called for a cease-
fire and negotiations but not a Russian withdrawal. (AP)

USD traded at KD 0.306

Exchange rate of the US dollar against the Ku-
waiti Dinar on Wednesday steadied at KD 0.306 
and Euro at KD 0.331, maintaining the rates un-
changed for the second consecutive day.

The CBK added in its daily bulletin that the 
British Sterling Pound also firmed, trading at 
KD 0.377 but the Swiss Franc dropped by 
0.67 percent percent to settle at KD 0.332. 
Meanwhile, the Japanese Yen remained sta-
ble at KD 0.002.

The currency exchange rates as declared 
by the CBK reflect average rates, not actual 
trade. (KUNA)

UBS brings back Ermotti

UBS said Wednesday that it’s bringing back for-
mer CEO Sergio Ermotti to lead the Swiss bank 
as it executes a government-orchestrated plan 
to take over struggling rival Credit Suisse.

Ermotti, who was the bank’s top executive 
for nine years and led a turnaround following 
the 2008 global financial crisis, will take over 
next Wednesday from CEO Ralph Hamers. 

Hamers took up the job in November 2020 
and will remain at UBS during a transition 
period “to ensure a successful closure of 
the transaction and a smooth handover,” the 
bank said in a statement. (AP)

Interest rate model the bank used not at all aligned with reality: Fed official

‘Bank rules under review in wake of SVB failure’
WASHINGTON, March 29, (AP): The Federal Reserve’s bank supervisors 
warned Silicon Valley Bank’s management as early as the fall of 2021 of risks 
stemming from its unusual business model, a top Fed offi cial said Tuesday, but its 
managers failed to take the steps necessary to fi x the problems. 

The Fed offi cial, Michael Barr, the nation’s top banking regulator, said during 
a Senate Banking Committee hearing that the Fed is considering whether stronger 
bank rules are needed to prevent a similar failure in the future. 

Silicon Valley Bank’s management was defi cient, Barr said. In particular, he 
said, the interest rate model the bank used “was not at all aligned with reality.”

The timeline that Barr laid out for when the Fed had alerted Silicon Valley’s 
management to the risks it faced is earlier than the central bank has previously said 
the bank was on its radar screen.

Tuesday’s hearing was the fi rst formal congressional inquiry into the March 10 
collapse of Silicon Valley Bank and the subsequent failure of New York-based 
Signature Bank, the second- and third-largest bank failures in U.S. history.

The failures set off fi nancial tremors in the U.S. and Europe and led the Fed 
and other government agencies to back all deposits at the two banks, even though 
nearly 90% of both banks’ deposits exceeded the $250,000 insurance threshold. 
The Fed also established a new lending program to enable banks to more easily 
raise cash if needed. 

Late Sunday, the Federal Deposit Insurance Corp. said that resolving the two 
banks, including reimbursing depositors, would cost its insurance fund $20 bil-
lion, the largest such impact in its history. The FDIC plans to recoup those funds 

through a levy on all banks, which will likely be passed on to consumers. 
Sen. Sherrod Brown, the Ohio Democrat who leads the committee, suggest-

ed that the government’s rescue of SVB’s depositors, which included wealthy 
venture capitalists and large tech companies, had caused “justifi ed anger” among 
many Americans. 

“I understand why many Americans are angry - even disgusted - at how quickly 
the government mobilized, when a bunch of elites in California were demanding 
it,” Brown said. 

Republican members of the committee focused their fi re on the Fed and other 
regulators for failing to prevent SVB’s failure. The Fed has been criticized by 
advocacy groups for not adequately responding to red fl ags about the bank’s man-
agement. 

“I hope to learn how the Federal Reserve could know about such risky practices 
for more than a year and failed to take defi nitive, corrective action,” said Sen. Tim 
Scott, Republican from South Carolina. “By all accounts, our regulators appear to 
have been asleep at the wheel.”

Several senators have introduced bills that would tighten bank regulation or 
raise the FDIC’s $250,000 threshold. But given the partisan divisions in Congress 
on those issues, few expect such proposals to become law. 

Silicon Valley’s deposits were heavily concentrated in the high-tech sector, 
which made it particularly vulnerable to a downturn in a single industry. It had 
bought long-term Treasurys and other bonds with those funds.

The value of those bonds fell as interest rates rose. When the bank was forced 

to sell those bonds to repay depositors as they withdrew funds, Silicon Valley 
absorbed heavy losses and couldn’t pay its customers. 

Barr said that depositors withdrew $42 billion - equal to about a quarter of the 
bank’s assets - on the Thursday before the bank failed. On Friday morning, it faced 
an additional $100 billion in withdrawal requests.

Barr said the Fed’s review of Silicon Valley’s collapse will consider whether 
stricter regulations are needed, including whether supervisors have the tools need-
ed to follow up on their warnings.

The Fed will also consider whether tougher rules are needed on liquidity - the 
ability of the bank to access cash - and capital requirements, which govern the 
level of funds a bank needs to hold. 

Fed Chair Jerome Powell has said he will support any regulatory changes that 
are proposed by Barr.

Last September, before the banks’ collapse, Barr had said he was conducting a 
“holistic review” of the government’s capital requirements. He suggested that he 
might support toughening those requirements, which prompted criticism from the 
banking industry and Republican senators.

Barr also said in prepared remarks that the Fed will review whether a 2018 law 
that weakened stricter bank rules also contributed to the fi nancial turmoil. 

“SVB’s failure is a textbook case of mismanagement,” Barr said. 
At the hearing, some Senate Republicans questioned whether new rules were 

needed and noted that the Fed had had the authority to force Silicon Valley to ad-
dress its shortcomings. 

Asian stocks rise, anxiety 
over banks starts to fade

Stocks mostly hold steady as Wall Street regains stability

BEIJING, March 29, (AP): 
Asian stocks rose Wednes-
day as anxiety about the 
global financial system be-
gan to fade following three 
high-profile bank failures.

Tokyo, Hong Kong and Sydney 
advanced. Shanghai followed Wall 
Street lower. Oil prices gained.

Fears global banks might be crack-
ing under the strain of interest rate 
hikes to cool infl ation temporar-
ily pushed aside unease about slow-
ing economic growth. Some calm has 
returned after regulators announced 
measures to shore up the system.

“Clearly, investors have not com-
pletely lost their anxiety,” said Robert 
Carnell and Min Joo Kang of ING in 
a report.

The Shanghai Composite Index lost 
less than 0.1% to 3,243.06 while the 
Nikkei 225 in Tokyo gained 0.8% to 
27,728.70. 

The Hang Seng in Hong Kong 
jumped 1.9% to 20,165.60 after Chi-
nese e-commerce giant Alibaba Group 
announced plans to split into six units 
in an effort to become more agile and 
unlock value for investors. It said they 
would include e-commerce, entertain-
ment and logistics.

The Kospi in Seoul was unchanged 
at 2,435.60 while Sydney’s S&P-ASX 
200 advanced 0.2% to 7,050.30.

India’s Sensex opened up 0.3% 
at 57,807.62. New Zealand declined 
while Southeast Asian markets rose.

Global stocks rose Wednesday as 
anxiety about the global fi nancial 
system began to fade following three 
high-profi le bank failures.

London, Tokyo, Frankfurt and Wall 

Street futures advanced. Shanghai de-
clined. Oil prices gained.

Europe
In early trading, the FTSE 100 in 

London rose 0.7% to 7,533.61. The 
DAX in Frankfurt advanced 0.7% to 
15,242.25 and the CAC 40 in Paris 
gained 1.1% to 7,168.69.

Stocks were mixed Tuesday as Wall 
Street regains some stability at the tail 
end of what’s been a turmoil-fi lled 
month.

The S&P 500 dipped 6.26 points, or 
0.2%, to 3,971.27, though the major-
ity of stocks within the index rose. The 
Dow Jones Industrial Average slipped 
37.83, or 0.1,%, to 3,394.25, and the 
Nasdaq composite fell 52.76, or 0.4%, 
to 11,716.08. 

There was relative calm even in the 
bond market, which has been home to 
some of Wall Street’s wildest moves 
since fears fl ared about the banking 
system earlier this month. Yields were 
rising only modestly following their 
historic-sized moves in prior weeks. 

This month has been dominated by 
worries that banks around the world 
may be cracking under the pressure of 
much higher interest rates. But some 
calm has returned to the market recent-
ly after regulators made big moves to 
protect the system. 

That has much of Wall Street’s at-
tention back on interest rates and what 
central banks will do next with them. 
The Federal Reserve and other central 
banks have a tough decision: Infl ation 
is still high, which would typically call 
for even higher interest rates. But the 
weakness for banks has shown some 
fragility in the system that higher rates 
could worsen.

After the Fed hiked its key overnight 
rate all the way to a range of 4.75% to 

5%, up from virtually zero early last 
year, the market could fi nd some re-
lief if the Fed does take a pause after 
hiking one more time as it’s hinted, 
Haworth said. 

Traders built bets Tuesday to say the 
Fed will raise rates at its next meeting 
in May, though the slight majority is 
still calling for it to hold rates steady. 

Higher rates try to slow infl ation by 
hitting the entire economy with a blunt 
hammer. They also drag on prices for 
stocks along the way, particularly tech-
nology and other high-growth stocks. 

Apple, Microsoft and other Big 
Tech stocks were among the heaviest 
weights on the S&P 500 Tuesday after 
dipping modestly.

On the winning side was McCormick 
& Co., which jumped 9.6% after the 
spices and seasonings company reported 
stronger profi t and revenue for its latest 
quarter than analysts expected. 

Other stocks were mixed, including 
fi nancial stocks that have had a turbu-
lent month. Most of those in the S&P 
500 rose, but some banks that investors 
have highlighted as most at risk fell af-
ter erasing gains from the morning. 

First Republic fell 2.3%, while Pac-
West Bancorp. was down 5%. 

The harshest focus has been on 
smaller and midsized banks in the hunt 
for who could be next to suffer an exo-
dus of customer akin to the run that 
toppled Silicon Valley Bank.

One of the broader worries has been 
that all the furor for banks could lead 
to a pullback in lending to businesses 
across the country. That in turn could 
lead to less economic growth and a 
higher risk of a recession.

Jan Hatzius, chief economist and 
head of global investment research at 
Goldman Sachs, recently raised his 
probability of a recession over the next 

year to 35% from 25%. But in a report, 
he called the banking industry’s strug-
gles “a headwind, not a hurricane” for 
the economy. 

Reports on the economy have been 
coming in mixed. The job market re-
mains remarkably solid, while smaller 
corners of the economy have been 
showing more weakness. 

On Tuesday, one report showed 
that confi dence among consumers is 
strengthening, contrary to economists’ 
expectations for a moderation. Anoth-
er report suggested U.S. home prices 
softened in January from December, 
but not by quite as much as economists 
expected. 

Traders are still largely betting the 
Fed will have to cut rates as soon as 
this summer to prop up the economy. 
Such bets have returned in force since 
the banking industry’s woes began. 
They also materialized almost as 
quickly as a prior round of bets for rate 
cuts had earlier disappeared following 
data suggesting stickier-than-expected 
infl ation.

Such drastic shifts in expectations 
for the Fed have led to huge swings in 
the bond market. On Tuesday, yields 
were rising by only a bit. 

Oil
In energy markets, benchmark U.S. 

crude advanced 51 cents to $73.71 per 
barrel in electronic trading on the New 
York Mercantile Exchange. The contract 
rose 39 cents on Tuesday to $73.20. Brent 
crude, the price basis for international oil 
trading, added 28 cents to $74.82 per bar-
rel in London. It gained 53 cents the pre-
vious session to $78.65.

Currencies
The dollar gained to 131.71 yen 

from Tuesday’s 130.80 yen. The euro 
declined to $1.0839 from $1.0842.

Is my money safe?

What you need to know
about ‘failures’ of bank
NEW YORK, March 29, (AP): Recent 
turmoil in the banking industry may 
have you worried about your money.

The recent collapses of Silicon Val-
ley Bank and Signature Bank, which 
catered mostly to the tech industry, 
were the second- and third-biggest 
bank failures in U.S. history.

It started when too many depositors 
tried to withdraw their money from 
Silicon Valley Bank in Santa Clara, 
California. That’s known as a bank 
run. 

The bank had to sell treasury bonds 
and other securities at a steep loss and 
more people kept trying to withdraw 
money as word of the situation spread, 
causing the bank to fail. Regulators 
took control of New York-based Sig-
nature Bank soon after, saying it was 
necessary to protect depositors after 
too many people withdrew money.

In response, regulators guaranteed 
all deposits at the two banks and creat-
ed a program to help shield other banks 
to shield them from a run on deposits.

On Tuesday, federal offi cials testi-
fi ed at a congressional hearing about 
what went wrong and how to stop it 
from happening again.

Here’s what you need to know:
 Yes, if your money is in a U.S. 

bank insured by the Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corp. and you have less than 
$250,000 there. If the bank fails, you’ll 
get your money back.

Nearly all banks are FDIC insured. 
You can look for the FDIC logo at 
bank teller windows or on the entrance 
to your bank branch.

Credit unions are insured by the Na-
tional Credit Union Administration.

If you have over $250,000 in indi-
vidual accounts at one bank, which 
most people don’t, the amount over 
$250,000 is considered uninsured and 
experts recommend that you move the 
remainder of your money to a different 
fi nancial institution, said Caleb Silver, 
editor in chief of Investopedia, a fi nan-
cial media website. 

If you have multiple individual ac-
counts at the same bank, for example 
a savings account and certifi cate of de-
posit, those are added together and the 
total is insured up to $250,000. (Read 
on for more about how joint accounts 
are protected.)

Federal offi cials have been taking 
steps to make sure other banks aren’t 
impacted.

“You shouldn’t be too concerned 
about your money if it’s in one of the 
bigger banks, and even in some of the 
regional banks and the credit unions,” 
Silver said. 

 If you are worried about your bank 
closing in the near future, there are 
some things you can watch out for, ac-
cording to Silver:

- Watch the stock price. 
- Keep an eye on the quarterly and 

annual reports from your bank. 
- Start a Google alert for your bank 

in case there are news stories about it. 
You want to make sure you pay 

close attention to the way your bank is 
behaving, Silver said. 

“If they’re trying to raise money 
through a share offering or if they’re 
trying to sell more stock, they might 
have trouble on their balance sheet,” 
said Silver. 

 If you have more than $250,000 in 
your bank, there are a few things you 
can do:

 - Open a joint account
You can protect up to $500,000 by 

opening a joint account with some-
one else, such as your spouse, said 
Greg McBride, chief fi nancial analyst 
at Bankrate, a fi nancial services com-
pany. 

“A married couple can easily protect 
a million dollars at the same bank by 

each having an individual account and 
together having a joint account,” Mc-
Bride said. 

- Move to another fi nancial institu-
tion

Moving your money to other fi -
nancial institutions and having up to 
$250,000 in each account will ensure 
that your money is insured by the 
FDIC, McBride said. 

- Do not withdraw cash
Despite the recent uncertainty, ex-

perts don’t recommend withdrawing 
cash from your account. Keeping your 
money in fi nancial institutions rather 
than in your home is safer, especially 
when the amount is insured.

“It’s not a time to pull your money 
out of the bank,” Silver said. 

Even people with uninsured depos-
its usually get nearly all of their money 
back.

“It takes time, but generally all de-
positors - both insured and uninsured - 
get their money back,” said Todd Phil-
lips, a consultant and former attorney 
at the FDIC. “Uninsured depositors 
may have to wait some time, and may 
have to take haircut where they lose 10 
to 15% of their savings, but it’s never 
zero.”

 Historically, the FDIC says it has 
returned insured deposits within a few 
days of a bank closing. The FDIC will 
either provide that amount in a new ac-
count at another insured bank or issue 
a check. 

 If you have a joint account, the 
FDIC covers each individual up to 
$250,000. You can have both joint and 
single accounts at the same bank and 
be insured for each. 

So if a couple each has individual 
accounts and a joint account where 
they have equal withdrawal rights, 
they can each have up to $250,000 in-
sured in their single accounts and up to 
$250,000 in their joint accounts. That 
means each of them will have up to 
$500,000 insured.

Customers should take a close look 
at the types of investments they have in 
their bank to know how much of their 
assets are insured by the FDIC. The 
FDIC offers an Electronic Deposit In-
surance Estimator, a tool to know how 
much of your money is insured per fi -
nancial institution. 

FDIC deposit insurance covers:
- Checking accounts - Negotiable 

Order of Withdrawal (NOW) accounts 
- Savings accounts - Money Market 
Deposit Accounts (MMDAs) - Cer-
tifi cates of Deposit (CDs) - Cashier’s 
checks - Money orders - Other offi cial 
items issued by an insured bank

FDIC deposit insurance doesn’t 
cover:

- Stock investments - Bond invest-
ments - Mutual funds - Life insurance 
policies - Annuities - Municipal se-
curities - Safe deposit boxes or their 
contents - U.S. Treasury bills, bonds, 
or notes - Crypto assets

Both credit unions and banks allow 
customers to open savings and check-
ing accounts, among other fi nancial 
products. 

The key difference is that credit 
unions are not-for-profi t institutions, 
which tends to translate into lower fees 
and lower balance requirements, while 
banks are for-profi t. Sometimes it also 
means that it’s easier for credit union 
customers to be approved for loans, 
McBride said. 

Usually, customers are allowed to 
join credit unions based on where they 
live or work.

Credit unions serve a smaller num-
ber of customers, which also allows 
for a more personalized experience. 
The tradeoff is that banks tend to have 
larger staff, more physical branches 
and newer technology. 

A currency trader watches monitors at the foreign exchange dealing room of the KEB Hana Bank headquarters in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday, March 
29, 2023.  Asian stocks were mixed Wednesday as anxiety about the global financial system began to fade following three high-profile bank failures. (AP)
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MINNEAPOLIS, March 29, (AP): 
Minnesota Attorney General Keith 
Ellison personally opened his 
state’s case against Juul Labs on 
Tuesday, accusing the e-cigarette 
maker of using “slick products, 
clever ads and attractive flavors” 
to hook children on nicotine as the 
first of thousands of cases against 
the company reached trial.

Minnesota is seeking more than 
$100 million in damages, accusing 
Washington, D.C.-based Juul of 
unlawfully targeting young people 
to get a new generation addicted to 
nicotine. 

“They baited, deceived, and ad-
dicted a whole new generation of 
kids after Minnesotans slashed 
youth smoking rates down to the 
lowest level in a generation,” El-
lison said. “Now, big tobacco is 
back with a new name but the same 
game. Juul wiped out the work of 
our state with their slick products, 
clever ads, and attractive flavors.”

Nationwide
Juul has faced thousands of law-

suits nationwide but most have 
been settled, including 39 with 
other states and U.S. territories. 
Not Minnesota, which won a land-
mark $7.1 billion settlement with 
the tobacco industry in 1998. Min-
nesota added tobacco industry gi-
ant Altria, which formerly owned 
a minority stake in Juul, as a co-
defendant in 2020. 

Altria completed its divestiture 
this month and says it effectively 
lost its $12.8 billion investment. 

David Bernick, an attorney for 
Juul, promised jurors an “intense 
and interesting” trial. He said the 
purpose of Juul was always to 
convert adult smokers of combus-
tible cigarettes to a less-dangerous 
product that would still provide a 
satisfying nicotine experience - not 
to lure kids. E-cigarettes aren’t safe 
but aren’t deadly either, he said; 
they’re somewhere in between. 
And Juul did nothing to intention-
ally drive youth demand, he ar-
gued, suggesting that the growth in 
youth vaping was more likely due 
to increasing adult demand result-
ing in ”leakage” to kids. 

Denied
William Geraghty, an attorney 

for Altria, denied Ellison’s asser-
tions that Altria invested heav-
ily in Juul because it ultimately 
wanted to hook kids on its ciga-
rettes, which include Marlboro. 
He said Altria bought its passive 
stake because Juul had found the 
key to successfully switching 
adult smokers of conventional 
cigarettes to a less harmful prod-
uct, while Altria’s competing e-
cigarettes had failed in the mar-
ketplace.

The lawsuit against Juul, filed 
in 2019, alleges consumer fraud, 
creating a public nuisance, unjust 
enrichment and conspiracy with 
Altria. The jury trial before Hen-
nepin County District Judge Lau-
rie Miller is expected to last about 
three weeks

Juul Labs launched in 2015 
on the popularity of flavors like 
mango, mint, fruit medley and 
creme brulee. Teenagers fueled its 

rise, and some became hooked on 
Juul’s high-nicotine pods. Amid a 
backlash, Juul dropped all U.S. ad-
vertising and discontinued most of 
its flavors in 2019, losing popular-
ity with teens. Juul’s share of the 
now multibillion-dollar market has 
fallen to about 33% from a high of 
75% in 2018.

In his opening statement, Ellison 
argued that Juul and Altria broke 
the law by using deceptive actions 
to sell tobacco products to minors. 
Juul purposely made its products 
small and sleek to make detection 
by adults difficult, formulated them 
to deliver high doses of nicotine to 
addict children, added flavors that 
would appeal to young people and 
used a marketing campaign they 
knew would appeal to teens, Elli-
son said.

“Young people are innocent, 
and they want to explore,” Ellison 
said. “”Kids are attracted to what is 
shiny, slick, cool - and that is ex-
actly who Juul and Altria were tar-
geting and preying upon.” 

Bernick gave the jury an alter-
native explanation. Adult smokers 
don’t like to be seen smoking be-
cause of the social stigma, he said. 
So Juul designed its products to 
look different from conventional 
cigarettes and other e-cigarettes 
then on the market so that adults 
could use them discretely, he said, 
not so that kids could use them in 
school.

Bernick said Minnesota had 
experienced an “exponential in-
crease’ in youth vaping even before 
Juul arrived on the local market in 
late 2017. And he asserted that the 
company had already ended some 
of its most-criticized practices, 
suggesting that Juul itself wasn’t to 
blame for the rise.

Design
Richmond, Virginia-based Altria 

Group - formerly known as Phillip 
Morris Cos. - says it had nothing to 
do with the design of Juul, nor its 
creation of its fruit and other fla-
vors, nor the running of the com-
pany. 

In fact, Geraghty said, Juul 
stopped selling several of those fla-
vors at the retail level before Altria 
invested in it. He denied that the 
marketing services that Altria pro-
vided Juul for about a year - which 
included the use of its shelf space 
at convenience stores and Juul cou-
pons tucked into Marlboro packs 
- did anything to increase youth 
vaping in Minnesota. State health 
department statistics show youth 
vaping actually flattened out in the 
state between 2017 and 2020, he 
said. 

And Geraghty said Altria never 
made anything off Juul sales - it 
would have made money only 
if they company’s value had in-
creased, which it didn’t. 

Juul is now appealing the Food 
and Drug Administration’s rejec-
tion of its application to keep sell-
ing its vaping products as a smok-
ing alternative for adults. Juul 
is still being sued by New York, 
California, Massachusetts, New 
Mexico, Alaska, Illinois, West 
Virginia and the District of Co-
lumbia.

Juul has faced thousands of suits

Minnesota says e-cigarette
maker ‘targets’ kids at trial

GOP policies would surrender
tech economy to China: Biden

President in bid to shape public sentiment

DURHAM, N.C. , March 
29, (AP): President Joe 
Biden has said that Repub-
licans’ ideas for cutting the 
budget could undermine 
U.S. manufacturing and 
help China dominate the 
world economy.

Speaking at a semiconductor 
maker in North Carolina to high-
light his own policies, Biden is try-
ing to shape public sentiment as he 
faces off with House Speaker Kevin 
McCarthy, R-Calif., about whether 
the federal government should raise 
its legal borrowing capacity. 

McCarthy sent a letter Tuesday 
saying that talks should start about 
possible spending cuts in return for 
the debt limit increase. Biden has 
said Republicans need to put forth 
their own budget plan before nego-
tiations start. Without an agreement, 
the federal government could default 
on its financial obligations. 

The president tried to ratchet up 
pressure on Tuesday by saying that 
the GOP demands on the budget 
would only empower China, the 
country’s key geopolitical rival. 
Being tough on China has been a 
core part of the identity of former 
President Donald Trump, who is 
seeking to return to the White House 
in 2024, and his Make America 
Great Again movement. The 
Democratic president said their 
objections to his policies would 
instead strengthen China.

“It would mean ceding the future 
of innovation and technology to 
China,” Biden told the crowd. “I’ve 
got news for you and for MAGA 
Republicans in Congress: not on my 
watch. We’re not going to let them 
undo all the progress we made.”

Biden’s trip to Wolfspeed follows 
the Durham-based company announc-
ing plans last September to build a $5 
billion manufacturing facility in 
Chatham County that is expected to 
create 1,800 new jobs. Biden had won 
passage last July of a $280 billion 
legislative package known as the 
CHIPS Act, which was intended to 
boost the U.S. semiconductor indus-
try and scientific research.

It’s nothing new for the Biden 
administration to highlight the 
CHIPS Act, the $1.9 trillion COVID 
relief bill, the $1 trillion infrastruc-
ture legislation and a roughly $375 
billion climate bill - major legisla-
tion that the Democratic administra-
tion steered into law before 
Democrats lost control of the House.

But now, just weeks after Biden 
unveiled his own budget - it includes 
$2.6 trillion in new spending - his 
administration is looking for chanc-
es to lean into its battle with 
Republicans over spending priorities 
and who has better ideas to steward 
the U.S. economy in the years to 
come. Republicans have rejected 
Biden’s budget but have yet to 
unveil their own counteroffer to the 
Democrats’ blueprint, which is built 
around tax increases on the wealthy 
and a vision statement of sorts for 
Biden’s yet-to-be-declared cam-

20 nations brought on board

US committed to corporate transparency
WASHINGTON  March 29, (AP): 
Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen af-
fi rmed America’s commitment to en-
hancing corporate transparency along 
with more than 20 other countries at the 
Summit for Democracy on Tuesday.

While the Biden administration is 
already pursuing regulations to estab-
lish a new database on small business 
ownership, Yellen pledged at the sum-
mit that her department would maintain 
that database, known as the benefi cial 
ownership registry, and would ensure 
that law enforcement will have access 
and that individuals’ personal data will 
be protected. 

“The benefi cial ownership database 
will deter dirty money from entering 
the U.S.,” Yellen said.

The registry will contain personal 
information on the owners of at least 
32 million U.S. businesses as part of an 
effort to combat corruption.

Colombia, Malta and Japan are some 
of the countries included in the com-
mitment. 

“Unmasking shell corporations is the 
single most signifi cant thing we can do 
to make our fi nancial system inhospita-

ble to corrupt actors,” Yellen said. She 
added that efforts with allies over the 
last year to track sanctioned Russian 
assets have “underscored our vulnera-
bility” in tracking business ownership.

The United States is making the push 
to combat illicit fi nance, in part, as a re-
sponse to Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, 
as the U.S. tries to more easily identify 
wealthy Russians who are accused of 
hiding stolen money and assets in the 
United States and around the world.

The U.S. is hosting the second Summit 
for Democracy this week with the gov-
ernments of Costa Rica, the Netherlands, 
South Korea and Zambia. 

Last September, Treasury began 
rulemaking to create the small busi-
ness ownership database. The rule will 
require most American businesses with 
fewer than 20 employees to register 
with the government as of Jan. 1, 2024.

“We have seen corrupt foreign of-
fi cials bury stolen funds in U.S.-based 
shell companies; kleptocrats launder 
kickbacks through anonymous pur-
chases of foreign real estate; and elites 
move corrupt proceeds through com-
plicit or unwitting fi nancial gatekeep-

ers like attorneys or wealth managers,” 
Yellen said.

The National Small Business Asso-
ciation fi led a lawsuit in November to 
stop the U.S. database from being cre-
ated, arguing that it is unduly burden-
some on small fi rms and infringes on 
states’ rights to regulate businesses. 

Nate Sibley, a research fellow with 
Hudson Institute’s Kleptocracy Ini-
tiative said the “benefi cial ownership 
registry, properly implemented, is an 
essential and long overdue tool for 
tackling money laundering and sanc-
tions evasion.”

”It’s absurd that the U.S. promul-
gates the most aggressive global sanc-
tions and law enforcement campaigns 
but can’t see who is burying money in 
its own backyard,” Sibley said. 

Ian Gary, executive director of the 
Financial Accountability and Corpo-
rate Transparency Coalition said the 
Biden administration should also move 
to “put in place new regulations to 
tackle the scourge of money launder-
ing in the $50 trillion U.S. real estate 
sector.”

paign for reelection in 2024.
His trip is part of a larger effort to 

draw attention to his policies, which 
have been overshadowed by high 
inflation.

Besides Biden’s visit to Wolfspeed, 
Vice President Kamala Harris, first 
lady Jill Biden and other senior 
administration officials will fan out 
to 20 states over the next three weeks 
to highlight the impact of Biden’s 
economic agenda, according to the 
White House.

Biden has said he intends to run for 
a second term but has yet to formally 
launch his reelection campaign. 

His effort to highlight legislative 
victories could also give him an 
opportunity to present voters with 
images of an administration focused 
on governing as Trump braces for a 
possible indictment.

Trump is being investigated over 
payments during his 2016 campaign 
to two women who alleged affairs or 
sexual encounters with him. The ex-

president denies being involved with 
either of the women - porn actor 
Stormy Daniels and model Karen 
McDougal.

Trump narrowly won North 
Carolina in 2020. Among the other 
states that Biden and administration 
officials will be visiting in the weeks 
ahead are Georgia, Michigan, 
Pennsylvania, Nevada and Wisconsin 
- crucial battlegrounds that Biden 
won in 2020 and states expected to 
be competitive again in 2024.

EU to develop its own register

Growing number of foreign agent laws bad for democracy
The Conversation is an independent and nonprofi t source of news, anal-
ysis and commentary from academic experts.

❑     ❑     ❑

By Maxim Krupskiy
Tufts University

After several days of mass protests and clashes between protesters and 
police in early March, the ruling party of Georgia, a former Soviet state 

located in the Caucasus, succumbed to pressure and abandoned its proposed 
laws on foreign agents.

But the uproar and media focus surrounding the Georgian initiative and 
its demise should not mask a greater trend when it comes to such laws, 
which target foreign-funded media and nongovernmental organizations, or 
NGOs. Over the past decade they have sprung up in countries across the 
world. China, India, Cambodia, Australia and Uganda are among the doz-
ens of countries that have “foreign agent” laws on their books. 

And a few days after the withdrawal of the Georgian draft laws, Politico 
reported that the European Union was going to develop its own register of 
foreign agents.

The impetus for the adoption of these laws in recent years has come from 
growing international tensions and concerns of national authorities about 
foreign infl uence on domestic affairs and public opinion.

The interpretation and application of “foreign agent” laws varies from 
jurisdiction to jurisdiction. But they all tend to require the registration and 
singling out of organizations with foreign funding or “infl uence.” In many 
cases, their activities are also curtailed unreasonably.

From my experience representing NGOs classifi ed as foreign agents, 
such laws have the potential to be used as a tool against groups providing 
human rights and social assistance or monitoring the transparency of gov-
ernment agencies. Any organization involved in any way in international 
activities and deemed by a state to be infl uencing domestic policy or public 
opinion runs the risk of being recognized as a foreign agent.

The legislation in Georgia would have required nongovernmental or-
ganizations and media outlets that receive more than 20% of their fund-
ing from abroad to be included in a special register of “agents of foreign 
infl uence.” They would also need to fi le an annual fi nancial declaration or 
face a US$9,500 fi ne.

The authors of the Georgia bill compared it to the American Foreign 
Agents Registration Act, or FARA, which applies to any “agent of a foreign 
principal.”

But critics argued that it was a copy of Russia’s more repressive foreign 
agents law. Human rights groups say the Russian law allows the Kremlin 
to obstruct the work of NGOs and independent media, as well as to harass 
dissenting citizens.

Ever since Russia enacted its foreign agents law in 2012, I have seen 
how authorities use vague legal concepts like “political activity,” “foreign 
funding” and “foreign infl uence” to determine whether an NGO is a foreign 
agent. These vague legal concepts allow executive authorities and courts 
to interpret the law as broadly as they like and arbitrarily decide who is or 
isn’t a foreign agent.

And this broad and arbitrary classifi cation of foreign agents is not unique 
to Russia. It also applies to foreign agent legislation in more democratic 
countries. However, the more authoritarian a regime is, the more negative 
consequences these laws have on civil society.

The fi rst foreign agent law, FARA, was enacted in the U.S. in 1938 to 
counter Nazi propaganda. This law is still in force today but has undergone 
signifi cant changes. The concept of propaganda has disappeared from it, 
and its stated purpose is to identify foreign infl uence in the U.S. and address 
threats to national security. 

While FARA does not create repressive restrictions on civil society, it can 
be interpreted extremely broadly if desired. The large number of advisory 
opinions that the FARA unit has issued on individual requests indicates 
how diffi cult it can be to determine who should register as a foreign agent. 

In drafting their own foreign agent legislation, Russia and Georgia 
both referred to FARA. However, there is a key difference between their 
legislation and FARA: In the Russian and now-abandoned Georgian 
versions, “foreign agents” do not need to carry out activities on behalf 
of a foreign government, political party, business or individual.

As such, the use of the terms “foreign agent” and “agent of foreign infl u-
ence” is incorrect from a legal point of view - agency activity does not even 
need to be proved.

Nonetheless, the legal consequences are very real for those who are la-
beled “foreign agents.” In Russia, these organizations cannot engage in 
educational activities in state schools, organize public events or produce or 
distribute materials for children. And their programs and activities can be 
canceled by state authorities even if they do not violate the law.

Similar legislation in other countries also violates civil rights and free-
doms. Chinese law requires NGOs to obtain government permission to 
conduct their activities and to register with the security authorities, along 
with a number of other serious restrictions that essentially make it im-

possible for them to operate. As The Guardian newspaper has pointed 
out, “foreign NGOs must refrain from engaging in political or religious 
activities or acting in a way that damages ‘China’s national interests’ or 
‘ethnic unity.’”

In Uganda, NGOs cannot operate in any part of the country unless they 
receive permission from the District NGO Monitoring Committee and the 
local government. They must also sign a memorandum of understanding 
with government representatives. 

In 2022, international human rights organizations including Amnesty 
International and Human Rights Watch called on the Indian government 
to stop applying the Foreign Contribution Regulation Act to civil society. 
They argued that the law was being used to persecute the Centre for Promo-
tion of Social Concerns, a prominent local NGO that monitors human rights 
abuses. Indian authorities accused the group of “portraying India’s human 
rights record in negative light … to the detriment of India’s image,” and 
searched its offi ce and seized documents.

Beyond these legal consequences for NGOs, state rhetoric against foreign 
agents can lead citizens to distrust important NGOs and other organizations 
that protect human rights and provide public services. And unfairly apply-
ing the foreign agents law to individuals leads to a return to the Soviet rhet-
oric of “enemies of the nation.” Vladimir Putin’s railing against unspecifi ed 
“scum and national traitors” and the “fi fth column” wishing to destroy Rus-
sia in the interests of the West is an extreme manifestation of this rhetoric.

International courts have recognized how foreign agents laws have vio-
lated citizens’ rights and freedoms. In June 2022, the European Court of 
Human Rights ruled that Russia had violated the right to freedom of as-
sembly and association with regard to NGOs deemed foreign agents. Two 
years earlier, the European Court of Justice determined that the Hungar-
ian law on foreign agents unduly violates individual rights and freedoms 
and contradicts the European Union Charter of Human Rights. However, 
neither decision brought practical results, as the legislation in Russia and 
Hungary remains intact.

In the wake of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine in 2022, and foreign interfer-
ence in elections in the U.S. and Canada, measures to protect state sover-
eignty have grown more popular. 

Countries need to ensure transparency in fi nancial transactions in order 
to curb corruption, money laundering, terrorism funding and other crimes. 
However, creating unnecessarily broad foreign agents laws that stigmatize 
and restrict law-abiding NGOs, independent media and individuals is a 
threat to democratic values.

The Conversation

President Joe Biden greets employees as he tours semiconductor manufacturer Wolfspeed Inc., in Durham, 
N.C., Tuesday, March 28, 2023, as North Carolina Gov. Roy Cooper, right, and Commerce Secretary Gina 

Raimondo watch. (AP)



Alibaba to split itself into 6 business groups FTX founder charged with paying $40m bribe

Alibaba is splitting itself into into six 
business groups as the Chinese 
e-commerce company attempts 
to become more nimble in react-
ing to changes in the market and 
increase the value of those units. 

U.S.-listed shares of Alibaba 
Group Holding Ltd. jumped 14% 
to close at $98.40. Alibaba Group 
said in a regulatory fi ling Tuesday 
that the six new groups will be 
made up of the Cloud Intelligence 
Group, Taobao Tmall Business 

Group, Local Services Group, 
Global Digital Business Group, 
Cainiao Smart Logistics and Digital 
Media and Entertainment Group.

The company said that each 
group will be able to raise outside 
capital and potentially seek its own 
initial public offering, except for 
Taobao Tmall Business Group, 
which will stay wholly-owned by 
Alibaba. Each group will be inde-
pendently managed by its own 
CEO and board of directors. 

The Cloud Intelligence Group 
includes cloud, AI and DingTalk. 
The Taobao Tmall Business 
Group includes Taobao, Tmall, 
Taobao Deals, Taocaicai and 
1688.com. The Local Services 
Group includes Amap and Ele.
me, while the Global Digital Busi-
ness Group (including Lazada, 
AliExpress, Trendyol, Daraz and 
Alibaba.com. The Digital Media 
and Entertainment Group includes 
Youku and Alibaba Pictures. (AP)

FTX founder Sam Bankman-Fried 
was charged with directing $40 
million in bribes to one or more 
Chinese offi cials to unfreeze as-
sets relating to his cryptocurrency 
business in a newly rewritten in-
dictment unsealed Tuesday.

The charge of conspiracy to vio-
late the anti-bribery provisions of 
the Foreign Corrupt Practices Act 
raises to 13 the number of charges 
Bankman-Fried faces after he was 
arrested in the Bahamas in De-

cember and brought to the United 
States soon afterward. The indict-
ment was returned on Monday.

The charge also contains lan-
guage revealing that a fi fth arrest 
was imminent in what U.S. Attor-
ney Damian Williams has repeat-
edly described as a continuing 
investigation. That unidentifi ed 
individual, according to the in-
dictment, participated in the brib-
ery conspiracy with Bankman-
Fried and “will be arrested in the 

Southern District of New York.”
FTX fi led for bankruptcy on 

Nov. 11, when it ran out of money 
after the equivalent of a bank run 
on the global cryptocurrency ex-
change. He has remained free on 
a $250 million personal recogni-
zance bond that lets him stay with 
his parents in Palo Alto, California.

He has pleaded not guilty to 
charges that he cheated inves-
tors out of billions of dollars be-
fore his business collapsed. (AP)
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Electrical engineer explains the materials’ potential

Room-temperature superconductors could revolutionize electronics
By Massoud Pedram 

University of Southern California

The Conversation is an independent and nonprofi t source of news, analy-
sis and commentary from academic experts. 

❑        ❑        ❑

Superconductors make highly effi cient electronics, but the ultralow tempera-
tures and ultrahigh pressures required to make them work are costly and dif-

fi cult to implement. Room-temperature superconductors promise to change that.
The recent announcement by researchers at the University of Rochester of a 

new material that is a superconductor at room temperature, albeit at high pressure, 
is an exciting development - if proved. If the material or one like it works reliably 
and can be economically mass-produced, it could revolutionize electronics.

Room-temperature superconducting materials would lead to many new possi-
bilities for practical applications, including ultraeffi cient electricity grids, ultrafast 
and energy-effi cient computer chips, and ultrapowerful magnets that can be used 
to levitate trains and control fusion reactors. 

A superconductor is a material that conducts direct current without encounter-
ing any electrical resistance. Resistance is the property of the material that hinders 
the fl ow of electricity. Traditional superconductors must be cooled to extremely 
low temperatures, close to absolute zero. 

In recent decades, researchers have developed so-called high-temperature su-
perconductors, which only have to be chilled to minus-10 degrees Fahrenheit 
(minus-23 Celsius). Though easier to work with than traditional superconductors, 
high-temperature superconductors still require special thermal equipment. In addi-
tion to cold temperatures, these materials require very high pressure, 1.67 million 
times more than the atmospheric pressure of 14.6 pounds per square inch (1 bar).

As the name suggests, room-temperature superconductors don’t need special 

equipment to cool them. They do need to be pressurized, but only to a level that’s 
about 10,000 times more than atmospheric pressure. This pressure can be achieved 
by using strong metallic casings. 

Superconductor electronics refers to electronic devices and circuits that use 
superconducting materials to achieve extremely high levels of performance and 
energy effi ciency that are orders of magnitude better than can be achieved with 
state-of-the-art semiconductor devices and circuits. 

The lack of electrical resistance in superconducting material means that they 
can support high electrical currents without any energy loss due to resistance. This 
effi ciency makes superconductors very attractive for power transmission. 

Utility provider Commonwealth Edison installed high-temperature super-
conducting transmission lines and showcased technologies to bring power to 
Chicago’s north side for a one-year trial period. Compared to conventional cop-
per wire, the upgraded superconducting wire can carry 200 times the electrical 
current. But the cost of maintaining the low temperatures and high pressures 
required for today’s superconductors makes even this effi ciency gain impracti-
cal in most cases.

Because the resistance of a superconductor is zero, if a current is applied to a 
superconducting loop, the current will persist forever unless the loop is broken. 
This phenomenon can be used in various applications to make large permanent 
magnets. 

Today’s magnetic resonance imaging machines use superconductor magnets to 
achieve the magnetic fi eld strength of a few teslas, which is needed for accurate 
imaging. For comparison, the Earth’s magnetic fi eld has a strength, or fl ux den-
sity, of about 50 microteslas. The magnetic fi eld produced by the superconducting 
magnet in a 1.5 tesla MRI machine is 30,000 times stronger than that produced 

by the Earth. 
The scanner uses the superconducting magnet to generate a magnetic fi eld that 

aligns hydrogen nuclei in a patient’s body. This process combined with radio 
waves produces images of tissue for an MRI exam. The strength of the magnet 
directly affects the strength of the MRI signal. A 1.5 tesla MRI machine requires 
longer scan times to create clear images than a 3.0 tesla machine.

Superconducting materials expel magnetic fi elds from inside themselves, which 
makes them powerful electromagnets. These super-magnets have the potential to 
levitate trains. Superconducting electromagnets generate 8.3 tesla magnetic fi elds 
- more than 100,000 times the Earth’s magnetic fi eld. The electromagnets use a 
current of 11,080 amperes to produce the fi eld, and a superconducting coil allows 
the high currents to fl ow without losing any energy. The Yamanashi supercon-
ducting Maglev train in Japan levitates 4 inches (10 centimeters) above its guide-
way and travels at speeds up to 311 mph (500 kph).

Superconducting circuits are also a promising technology for quantum com-
puting because they can be used as qubits. Qubits are the basic units of quantum 
processors, analogous to but much more powerful than transistors in classical 
computers. Companies such as D-Wave Systems, Google and IBM have built 
quantum computers that use superconducting qubits. Though superconducting 
circuits make good qubits, they pose some technological challenges to making 
quantum computers with large numbers of qubits. A key issue is the need to keep 
the qubits at very low temperatures, which requires the use of large cryogenic 
devices known as dilution refrigerators.

Room-temperature superconductors would remove many of the challenges as-
sociated with the high cost of operating superconductor-based circuits and sys-
tems and make it easier to use them in the fi eld.  (AP)

The Conversation

Apple rolls out buy now, pay later service, with guardrails

In this March 14, 2020 fi le photo, an Apple logo adorns the facade of the downtown Brooklyn Apple store on in 
New York. Apple is getting into the Buy Now, Pay Later space with a few tweaks to the existing model - including 

no option to pay with a credit card. (AP)

Branded as interest-free loans

NEW YORK, March 29, 
(AP): Apple is getting into 
the buy now, pay later space 
with a few tweaks to the exist-
ing model - including no op-
tion to pay with a credit card. 
The company will roll out the 
product to some consumers 
this spring, and will begin re-
porting the loans to credit bu-
reaus in the fall.

Here’s what you need to know.
Since the start of the pandemic, 

the option to “buy now, pay later” 
has skyrocketed in popularity, es-
pecially among young and low-
income consumers who may not 
have ready access to traditional 
credit.

If you shop online for clothes or 
furniture, sneakers or concert tickets, 
you’ve seen the option at checkout to 
break the cost into smaller installments 
over time. Companies like Afterpay, 
Affi rm, Klarna, and Paypal already of-
fer the service, typically with late fees 
for missed payments and the option to 
use a credit card or bank account to 
make installment payments.

Apple’s version, which is integrat-
ed with Apple Pay and facilitated by 
MasterCard, will require the consumer 
use a debit card and a bank account 
to make those payments, the com-
pany said, and will not charge fl at or 
percentage late fees. Instead, missed 
payments will eventually result in the 
consumer losing access to these kinds 
of loans.

Apple said its buy now, pay later 
product will also offer fraud and con-
sumer protections through MasterCard’s 
existing pay-by-installment model, and 
will charge merchants fees that “are 
competitive to other installment products 
in the market,” according to Mastercard 
spokesperson Raul Lopez.

Branded as “interest-free loans,” 
buy now, pay later services require 
you to download an app, link a bank 
account or debit or credit card, and 
sign up to pay in weekly or monthly 
installments. Some companies, such 
as Klarna and Afterpay, do soft credit 
checks, which aren’t reported to credit 
bureaus, before approving borrowers. 
This is how Apple’s product will oper-
ate as well. Most users are approved in 

Markaz renews sponsorship of CCCL
KUWAIT CITY, March 29: Ku-
wait Financial Centre “Markaz” 
has announced the renewal of its 
Gold Sponsorship of the Children’s 
Cancer Center of Lebanon (CCCL). 
The non-profi t organization offers 
free treatment and psychosocial 
support to children and their fami-
lies affected by cancer. Markaz has 
been supporting the center for the 
last 13 years as part of its corporate 
social responsibility strategy, which 
focuses on three pillars: building 
human capacity, aligning the busi-
ness environment with sustain-
able development principles, and 
promoting good governance in the 
business environment.

To highlight and garner support 
for CCCL’s humanitarian efforts, 
the organization hosted a charity 
concert on March 15that the St. 
Regis Kuwait Hotel. The event 
was held under the patronage of 
His Excellency Sheikh Salem Ab-
dullah Al-Jaber Al-Sabah,Minister 
of Foreign Affairs of the State of 
Kuwait, and was attended by more 
than 450 people, company repre-
sentatives, and high-level offi cials. 
The attendees expressed their sup-
port for the center’s mission of 
providing free medical treatment 
to children.

Commenting on the occasion, 
Mr. Abdullatif W. Al-Nusif, Man-
aging Director, Wealth Manage-
ment and Business Development 
at Markaz, said: “Markaz is proud 
to support the vital role that CC-
CLplayed in the lives of more than 
5,000 children from Lebanon and 
the region for more than 20 years. 
Their commitment to providing 
world-class healthcare services, 
sans any discrimination, to those in 
need is a beacon of hope across the 
region. Our belief in the importance 
of private sector humanitarian sup-
port in the pursuit of common so-
cial objectives will see us continue 
to aid the center’sgrowth. These 
efforts refl ect our dedication to pro-
motinggood health and well-being 
for all, one of the United Nation’s 
Sustainable Development Goals.

Established in 2002, the Chil-
dren’s Cancer Center in Lebanon 
has treated nearly 50% of children 
cancer patients in Lebanon, includ-
ing non-Lebanese residents and 
refugees from the MENA region, 
and has seen widespread recogni-
tion as a leading national and re-
gional NGO.  The Children’s Can-
cer Center in Lebanon currently 
treats more than 500 patients, with 
an average cure rate of 80%.

minutes. Scheduled payments are then 
automatically deducted from one’s 
bank account or charged to one’s card.

The services generally don’t charge 
more than a customer would have paid 
up front, meaning there’s technically 
no interest, so long as one makes the 
payments on time.

But if a customer pays late, they 
may be subject to a fl at fee or a fee 
calculated as a percentage of the total 
owed. These can run as high as $34 
plus interest. If a customer misses mul-
tiple payments, they may be shut out 
from using the service in the future, 
and the delinquency could hurt one’s 
credit score.

In Apple’s case, the company said 
there will be no late fees, either fl at or 
as a percentage - only the possibility of 
missed payments reported to credit bu-

reaus, and a loss of access to the loans. 
If a user wishes to defer payments, or 
set up a different payment plan, Apple 
said they can contact support. Several 
services allow users to defer payments 
in this way.

In the U.S., buy now, pay later ser-
vices are not currently covered by the 
Truth in Lending Act, which regulates 
credit cards and other types of loans 
(those paid back in more than four in-
stallments).

That means you could fi nd it more 
diffi cult to settle disputes with mer-
chants, return items, or get your money 
back in cases of fraud. Companies can 
offer protections, but they don’t have 
to. Apple’s protections are offered 
through Mastercard. 

Lauren Saunders, associate director 
at the National Consumer Law Center, 

ABK announces Saud Abdulaziz Al Shatti
winner of weekly draw prize of KD 10,000
KUWAIT CITY, March 29: Al Ahli 
Bank of Kuwait (ABK) announced 
Saud Abdulaziz Al Shatti as the 
winner of KD 10,000 in the Alfouz 
weekly draw. The winner was an-
nounced on Monday, March 27, 
2023. The draw was held under the 
supervision of the Ministry of Com-
merce and Industry.

The Alfouz draw account offers 
ABK customers the chance to win 
life-changing rewards. With Alfouz, 
ABK customers will get a chance to 
win KD 10,000 in the weekly draw 
and the ultimate grand prize of KD 
5,000 monthly additional income 
for 10 years. Both new and existing 
ABK customers can benefi t from 
this opportunity, with a minimum 
account balance of KD100 only.

ABK encourages everyone to 
open Alfouz draw account and/or 
increase their balances to have more 
chances in winning in the upcoming 
draw which will happen on Monday, 

April 3, 2023. The higher the depos-
its are, the higher the chances to win.

For more information about ABK, 
please visit eahli.com or contact an 

ABK customer service agent via 
‘Ahlan Ahli’ at 1899899. Alterna-
tively, you can visit your nearest 
ABK branch.

ABK weekly draw winner.

Bid to preserve Kuwait’s traditions and to support local SMEs

Gulf Bank organizes ‘Nuqsat Al-Khamees’ for 3rd consecutive yr
KUWAIT CITY, March 29: Abdullah 
Al-Mulaifi : “We are keen to consoli-
date the principles of social sustain-
ability and to communicate with the 
community on various occasions.” 

For the third consecutive year, and 
as part of its various community events 
and initiatives during the holy month 
of Ramadan, Gulf Bank is organizing 
“Nuqsat Al-Khamees”, in collabora-
tion with several Kuwaiti restaurants 

and bakeries, starting next Thursday, 
30 March 2023. 

The Assistant Manager of Corporate 
Communications at Gulf Bank, Abdul-
lah Al-Mulaifi  said, “We are keen to 
organize “Nuqsat Al-Khamees” annu-
ally to revive this authentic Kuwaiti 
tradition, and to enhance our commu-
nication with the community through-
out the holy month of Ramadan. This 
also helps to support local SMEs by 

marketing their products.”
He added: “We have developed 

“Nuqsat Al-Khamees” using its simple, 
original form, which is based on distrib-
uting simple home-food dishes to fam-
ily, neighbors, and friends – spreading 
the spirit of connection, love, and coop-
eration within the community.”

Al-Mulaifi  stated that Gulf Bank 
helps SMEs to further distribute their 
products to the public, which enables 
their restaurants and bakeries to reach 
new segments of customers and help 
increase their growth and expansion.

He mentioned that this initiative is 
one of Gulf Bank’s charitable events 
during the holy month of Ramadan, 
which refl ects the Bank’s involvement 
with the community over the last sixty 
years, and its integral part in Kuwait’s 
economic and social history.

He also indicated that Gulf Bank 
continues its strong commitment to 
sustainability programs on social, 
economic, and environmental levels 
– through carefully selected initiatives 
that benefi t the Bank and society; of 
which also fall in line with the United 
Nations Sustainable Development 
Goals and Kuwait Vision 2035.

Gulf Bank’s vision is to be the lead-
ing Kuwaiti Bank of the Future. The 
Bank is constantly engaging and em-
powering its employees as part of an 
inclusive and diversifi ed workplace in 
recognition of every employee’s role 
in delivering customer excellence and 
serving the community at large. With its 
extensive network of branches and in-
novative digital services, Gulf Bank is 
able to give its customers the choice of 
how and where to conduct their banking 
transactions, all while ensuring a simple 
and seamless banking experience.

Gulf Bank is committed to main-
taining robust developments in sus-
tainability at environmental, social 
and governance levels through diverse 
sustainability initiatives, strategically 
selected to benefi t the Bank both in-
ternally and externally. Gulf Bank 
supports Kuwait Vision 2035 “New 
Kuwait” and works with various par-
ties to achieve it.

Abdullah Al-Mulaifi , Assistant Manager of Corporate Communications at 
Gulf Bank. 

advises borrowers to avoid linking a 
credit card to buy now, pay later apps 
whenever possible. If you do, you lose 
the protections you get from using the 
credit card while also opening yourself 
up to owing interest to the card com-
pany.

“Use the credit card directly and get 
those protections,” she said. “Other-
wise, it’s the worst of both worlds.”

Apple’s decision not to permit con-
sumers to link a credit card to its buy 
now, pay later product means the con-
sumer avoids stacking debt in this way.

Because there’s no centralized re-

porting of buy now, pay later purchas-
es, those debts won’t necessarily ap-
pear on your credit profi le with major 
credit rating agencies.

That means more companies may let 
you buy more items, even if you can’t 
afford them, because the lenders don’t 
know how many loans you have set up 
with other companies.

Payments you make on time aren’t 
reported to credit rating agencies, but 
missed payments are.

“Right now, buy now, pay later 
can’t generally help you build credit, 
but it can hurt,” said Saunders.
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Bid to empower youth introduces them to world of banking

Burgan Bank hosts AUS students in educational trip at HQ
KUWAIT CITY, March 29: In its 
latest effort to contribute to the 
development of Kuwait’s youth, 
Burgan Bank hosted 37 junior and 
senior students from the Ameri-
can United School of Kuwait 
(AUS) on Monday, March 20th  
at its head offi ce. The fi eld visit, 
which was intended to educate the 
students about the world of bank-
ing, comes as part of Burgan’s 
overarching social responsibility 
program that puts the develop-
ment and empowerment of youth 
and the spread of banking aware-
ness at the forefront of its goals. 

Accompanied by a number of 
Burgan Bank employees, the stu-
dents had the opportunity to tour 
the Bank’s head offi ce branch, 
learning about the different func-
tions and processes of a branch. 
In addition to the academic add-
ed value, the students enjoyed 

an eye-opening experience that 
helped them connect their study 
material to real life and its eve-
ryday application. The visit also 
came as part of the Bank’s contin-
ued support of the national “Let’s 
Be Aware” campaign, as the Bank 
seeks to foster fi nancial literacy 
across the community and con-
tribute to more fi nancial savvy 
future generations. 

Commenting
Commenting on the visit, Mrs 

Hessa Hussain Al-Najadah, Senior 
Manager of Corporate and CSR 
Communications at Burgan Bank, 
said: “We believe in the impor-
tance of maintaining our leading 
position in the education sector 
and investing in young and ambi-
tious student talents, which play an 
essential and important role in our 
corporate social responsibility pro-

gram. We also strive to continue 
our efforts toward eradicating fi -

nancial illiteracy by organizing and 
participating in relevant initiatives 

and events, especially the “Let’s 
Be Aware campaign”.. As a Bank, 

our goal is to enhance the level of 
fi nancial awareness and banking 
knowledge among all segments of 
society. In order to achieve these 
goals, we continue to offer our sup-
port to educational institutions that 
share our vision and contribute to 
providing their students with more 
effective experiences that ensure a 
path to a successful, safe and sus-
tainable future.”

It serves to note that Burgan 
Bank continues to lead the move-
ment on human capital investment 
and education across the national 
banking and fi nancial sector in Ku-
wait. This is achieved through its 
multiple educational and training 
programs that aim at developing its 
staff – such as Ro2ya, Entelaqah, 
and Innovation Lab – as well as ho-
listic development programs for the 
high-potential youth across society.

The Burgan Bank team with the visiting students.

Group photo of the program participants.

2 daily winners and total of 58 winners Empowering talents boosts KFH’s leadership

ABK launches Ramadan talabat offer
for ‘credit and prepaid’ cardholders

Kuwait Finance House concludes 
biz leadership excellence program

KUWAIT CITY, March 29: Al 
Ahli Bank of Kuwait (ABK) re-
cently launched a new offer on 
talabat, the food ordering platform. 
This promotion is a refl ection of 
the Bank’s eagerness to reward 
customers for simply spending us-
ing their ABK Visa Infi nite, Visa 
Infi nite Privilege, Emirates Visa 
Infi nite and Signature credit cards 
as well as their Mastercard Plati-
num and Multicurrency prepaid 
cards. 

Commenting on this, Ms Johair 
Marafi , Acting General Manager 
at ABK, said, “This offer is part 
of ABK’s aspirations to offer cus-
tomers a ‘Simpler Banking’ experi-
ence. 

Continuously
Our positioning is continuously 

cascaded into all our efforts, prod-
ucts, and services, with the aim of 
rewarding customers of all seg-
ments with the best possible of-

ferings. This, in 
turn, is a refl ec-
tion of the cus-
tomer centric ap-
proach we adopt 
to ensure that we 
always prioritize 
their needs as 
our main focus 
of interest”.

With two 
daily winners 
and a total of 58 

winners, ABK customers have the 
opportunity to win KD 100 cred-
ited to ‘talabat Pay’ on their talabat 
accounts. Marafi  said “Every KD 
counts! For every KD 1 spent us-

ing your cards locally, you get two 
chances to enter the draw to win 
KD 100 talabat Pay credit while 
you get 4 chances for international 
spends.”

She highlighted that a daily mini-
mum expenditure of KD 15 is re-
quired during the Holy Month of 
Ramadan to be eligible to enter the 
draws. Keeping customer conveni-
ence in mind, ABK has offered the 
fl exibility of spending both locally 
and abroad both digitally in-person 
and through the talabat application. 
Marafi  continued, “Stay tuned dur-
ing the Holy Month of Ramadan to 
fi nd out if you’re one of our two 
daily winners.” 

She also clarifi ed the mechanism 
of conducting the draws which will 

take place at the ABK Head Offi ce 
in the presence of a representative 
from the Ministry of Commerce 
and Industry. Each week, the rep-
resentative will select the previous 
week’s credit or prepaid cardholder 
winners who will be awarded the 
KD 100 ‘talabat Pay’ credit. Their 
names will then offi cially be pub-
lished on the Bank’s digital and so-
cial media platforms.

Marafi  indicated that this col-
laboration comes during the Holy 
Month of Ramadan, a peak order-
ing time during, especially during 
iftar where several members of 
Kuwait’s society hold family and 
friends gatherings to rejoice the 
holy occasion.

KUWAIT CITY, March 29: Kuwait 
Finance House (KFH) announced the 
conclusion of 2022-2023 Business 
Leadership Excellence program, de-
signed at the KFH Group level for high 
performing leaders (HIPOs). The pro-
gram is part of KFH staff`s leadership 
development journey to achieve the ut-
most in their potential and capabilities. 

The Business Leadership Excel-
lence program was co-created with 
Headspring, the joint venture between 
IE Business School and the Financial 
Times, the most distinguished institu-
tions globally.

The program commenced in Ku-
wait in November 2022 and ended in 
Spain – Madrid in February 2023 with 
the participation of 21 employees from 
KFH Group, where they were wel-
comed in IE University campus.

It also included coaching and virtual 
lab sessions focused on main leader-
ship topics, goal-setting strategy, in-
novation, change and self-leadership 
to further develop the skills and be-
haviors of KFH 
leaders, enhance 
their knowledge 
and professional 
conduct to help 
them make a 
positive impact 
and provide them 
with the neces-
sary skills to sup-
port their teams 
and improve pro-
ductivity, per-
formance and 
enhance harmony. In addition, a Trans-
formational Challenge was introduced 
which focused on having the leaders 
collaborate in teams to strategize and 
achieve the challenge objective.

KFH Executive Manager Tal-
ent Management, Mohammed Al-
Musalam, congratulated KFH’s HIPOs 

on this milestone and expressed his 
pride to have them as part of KFH Fu-
ture Leaders.

In a press statement during the pro-
gram closing ceremony in Madrid, Al-
Musalam added that the participants 
demonstrated the ambition to learn and 
the motivation to achieve best results 
stemming from their desire to adhere to 
KFH’s vision and objectives. 

Al-Musalam stressed that empow-
ering talents at KFH boosts their per-
formance and dedication to work, and 
thus is refl ected on KFH’s position as a 
world leading Islamic fi nancial institu-
tion.

Further, he urged the participants 
to apply all the concepts included in 
the program to advance their leader-
ship behavior based on the practices 
introduced in the program, which will 
refl ect positively on their leadership ef-

fi ciency.
Al-Musalam went on to emphasize 

the importance of continuing the learn-
ing and training journey to support 
KFH’s talents that are capable of inno-
vating and maintaining excellence and 
leadership at all levels. 

Al-Musalam pointed out that the 
environment which KFH offers to its 
employees in terms of learning and 
development solidifi es KFH’s position 
as the best work destination for profes-
sional development. He affi rmed that 
efforts will be continuing to invest in 
talents, develop their skills and raise 
their competencies according to inter-
national standards, and create an updat-
ed distinctive educational experience in 
partnership with global universities and 
institutions such as INSEAD, IE Busi-
ness School and Harvard.

Presentation by one of the program participants.

AlMusallam

Marafi

ABK talabat Ramadan offer

4th gen of Cayenne to be built in Bratislava

Porsche decides on production location of future all-electric Cayenne
DUBAI, March 29: Porsche AG is 
laying the groundwork for the further 
electrifi cation of its model lines: The 
sports car manufacturer has decided 
to manufacture the future all-electric 
Cayenne at Volkswagen Slovakia’s 
multi-brand location in Bratislava. 
After the Taycan (since 2019), the 
Macan (in 2024) and the 718 (middle 
of the decade), the Cayenne will be-
come the sports car manufacturer’s 
fourth model line with an all-electric 
powertrain. Porsche has already an-
nounced a further all-electric SUV 
above the Cayenne for the second 
half of the decade. That model will 
be produced at the Porsche factory 

in Leipzig.
Albrecht Reimold, Board Mem-

ber for Production and Logistics at 
Porsche, knows the strengths of the 

multi-brand plant in Bratislava fi rst-
hand. From 2012 to 2016 he was 
the Chairman and Member of the 
Executive Board for Technology at 
Volkswagen Slovakia. “The plant 
in Bratislava has done outstanding 
work in recent years and has re-
ceived several awards. The future 
Cayenne will be the fi rst all-electric 
SUV to be manufactured there. I’m 
sure that the team there will be me-
ticulously prepared and will get the 
new generation to the starting line – 
when the time comes – in character-
istic Porsche quality,” says Reimold.

The Cayenne has been stamping 
its mark on the sporty SUV segment 

for over 20 years. Its success remains 
undimmed. With 95,604 delivered 
units in its anniversary year of 2022, 
the Cayenne posted the highest de-
mand among all Porsche model lines. 
Since production began in 2002, the 
Cayenne has been closely associated 
with Bratislava. In the early days, the 
painted bodies were sent from there 
to Leipzig. With the third genera-
tion of the SUV, production moved 
entirely to Bratislava in 2017. Since 
then, the site has produced models 
with combustion engines and plug-
in hybrid powertrains. 

The plant in Slovakia is currently 
preparing for the start of series produc-

tion of the extensively upgraded new 
Cayenne. Following its launch in 2017, 
Porsche has now signifi cantly upgrad-
ed the third generation of the SUV with 
far-reaching measures affecting its 
powertrain, chassis, design, equipment 
and connectivity. In addition to realign-
ing the drive portfolio with combustion 
engines and hybrid drives that are as 
powerful as they are effi cient, the engi-
neers at the Porsche Development Cen-
tre in Weissach made major revisions 
to the Cayenne’s chassis system. The 
aim: to achieve an even wider range 
between the typical Porsche on-road 
performance, long-distance comfort 
and off-road capability.The photo shows the SUV on a test drive. 
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Few people aware of body dysmorphic disorder’s dangers

BDD more common than eating disorders: experts
By Eva Fisher, Colorado State University Global

Fugen Neziroglu, Hofstra University

Jamie Feusne, University of Toronto

The Conversation is an independ-
ent and nonprofi t source of news, 
analysis and commentary from aca-
demic experts.

❑     ❑     ❑

While eating disorders have been 
widely publicized for decades, 

far less attention has been given to a 
related condition called body dysmor-
phic disorder, or BDD. 

Body dysmorphic disorder is often 
hidden from public view due to the 
shame people feel about one or more 
parts of their body, yet it is a dev-
astating, debilitating psychological 
condition. People with the disorder 
suffer from obsessive thoughts and 
repetitive behaviors related to their 
appearance.

Whereas people with eating dis-
orders might view their underweight 
body as too fat, those with body dys-
morphic disorder see themselves as 
ugly or disfi gured even though they ap-
pear normal or attractive to others.

Body dysmorphic disorder is more 
common in both men and women than 
bulimia or anorexia. About 2.5% of 
women and 2.2% of men in the US 
meet the criteria for body dysmorphic 
disorder - that’s higher than the preva-
lence of generalized anxiety disorder, 
schizophrenia or bipolar disorder in the 
general population.

For comparison, at any point in 
time, bulimia is seen in roughly 1.5% 
of women and 0.5% of men in the US, 
and anorexia in 0.35% of women and 
0.1% of men.

We are a team of communication 
and mental health researchers and cli-
nicians from Colorado State University 
Global, Hofstra Medical School and 
the University of Toronto. One of us, 
Eva Fisher, lived with the disorder for 
almost 15 years before getting help and 
recovering. My book, titled “The BDD 
Family,” provides insights into my 
daily struggles with body dysmorphic 
disorder along with information about 
diagnosis and treatment. 

Appreance
In our view, body dysmorphic disor-

der needs to be better understood and 
publicized so that more people suffer-
ing from the condition can be properly 
diagnosed and treated. 

People with body dysmorphic dis-
order and those with eating disorders 
share similar negative emotions such 
as shame, disgust and anger about 
their appearance. They also engage in 
some similar behaviors, such as mir-
ror checking, taking photos to check 
themselves, seeking reassurance from 
others about their appearance, and us-
ing clothing to camoufl age or conceal 
perceived defects.

People who suffer from these disor-
ders commonly avoid places and ac-
tivities due to self-consciousness about 
their appearance. In addition, those 
with eating disorders and body dys-
morphic disorder may lack the knowl-
edge that their body image beliefs are 
distorted.

Depression is common in people 
with body dysmorphic disorder, and 
they have a higher rate of suicidal-
ity than those with eating disorders, 
including thoughts about commit-
ting suicide and suicide attempts. 
Although both eating disorders and 
body dysmorphic disorder can be se-
vere and life-threatening, people with 
body dysmorphic disorder on average 
experience more impairment in daily 
functioning than those with eating dis-
orders.

My (Eva’s) body dysmorphic disor-
der symptoms started at age 16. Some 
causes could have been childhood 

bullying and perfectionism about my 
appearance. I would obsess about the 
shape and size of my nose for more 
than eight hours a day and constantly 
compare my appearance to models in 
fashion magazines. 

I was convinced that others were 
judging me negatively because of my 
nose, which I perceived to be fat and 
ugly. I hated my nose so much that I 
didn’t want to get married or have 
children because I feared they would 
inherit it.

Even after getting plastic surgery at 
age 18 to make my nose thinner, I still 
hated it. This is a very common out-
come for people with the disorder who 
undergo cosmetic surgery procedures. 

Research
Research indicates that 66% of 

people with body dysmorphic disor-
der have received cosmetic or derma-
tological treatment. However, even 
when people feel better about one part 
of their body after surgery, the image 
obsession often moves to one or more 
other body parts. 

Some patients will have multiple 
procedures on the same body part. 
Other people are so disappointed by the 
results of their surgery that they want 
to commit suicide. 

Tragically, many people with body 
dysmorphic disorder think about kill-
ing themselves, and others attempt to 
take their own lives. Approximately 
80% of people with body dysmorphic 
disorder experience lifetime suicidal 
ideation, and 24% to 28% have at-
tempted suicide. Often, they are young 
men and women who feel so hopeless 
about their perceived appearance de-
fects that suicide seems like the only 
way to end their suffering.

So how is body dysmorphic disor-
der different from normal appearance 
concerns? Researchers have found 
evidence that while appearance dissat-
isfaction can range in severity, there is 
a distinct group of people with much 
higher appearance concerns, many of 
whom likely have the disorder. They 
feel much worse about their appear-
ance than those with normal appear-
ance concerns and experience greater 
anxiety, depression, shame and self-
disgust about some aspects of their ap-
pearance.

About one-third of people with the 
disorder obsess about their perceived 
fl aws for one to three hours a day, 
nearly 40% for three to eight hours a 
day and about a quarter for more than 
eight hours a day. Most people with 
body dysmorphic disorder know they 
spend too much time thinking about 
their appearance, but others with the 
condition mistakenly believe that it’s 
entirely normal to worry about their 
appearance for hours every day. 

Common body dysmorphic disorder 
behaviors include, from most to least 
common:

■ camoufl aging the perceived de-
fects with clothing and makeup

■ comparing one’s appearance to 
others 

■ checking one’s appearance in mir-
rors and other refl ective surfaces

■ seeking cosmetic treatments such 
as surgery and dermatology

■ repeatedly taking photos to check 
one’s appearance

■ seeking reassurance from others 
about the perceived fl aw or convincing 
others that it is unattractive 

■ touching the perceived fl aw
■ excessively changing clothes
■ dieting and skin picking to im-

prove appearance
■ engaging in excessive exercise, 

including excessive weightlifting

The Conversation

Daily fast shouldn’t have negative effects on health

Tips to manage health during Ramadan fasting
ROCHESTER, Minnesota, March 
29: Fasting during Ramadan in-
volves abstaining from food and 
drink from dawn to sunset. Depend-
ing on geography and the time of 
year when Ramadan occurs, daily 
fasting can range from as little as 10 
hours in the winter months to more 
than 17 hours during the summer. 
This daily fast should not have a 
negative effect on health for most 
individuals. However, even if you 
have a chronic condition, includ-
ing coronary artery disease, kidney 
disease, high blood pressure or dia-
betes, you can fast safely if your 
condition is well managed and un-
complicated. 

Anyone with a chronic health 
condition who chooses to fast — es-
pecially if you have complications 
or take medications to manage it — 
should take time to plan and prepare 
in order to avoid experiencing prob-
lems or worsening your condition. 
Because fasting is not intended to 
cause harm, it’s important to con-
sider consulting your health care 
clinician before Ramadan — or any 
time you plan to fast — to plan how 
best to maintain good health or de-
termine whether fasting is safe for 
you. 

Some questions to ask include:
■ Is fasting safe based on my 

health conditions?
■ How is it best to take my medi-

cations?
■ Could medications that are tak-

en multiple times a day be changed 
to once-a-day dosing?

■ Should I check blood glucose 
(sugar) levels more frequently, or 
change my insulin or other medica-
tion dosing? 

Taking medications
Medications taken by mouth or 

intravenous feeding are considered 
to break your fast. As a result, if it 
is safe to do so, these types of medi-
cations should be given or adminis-
tered before dawn or after sunset if 
you choose to fast and if it’s safe 
to do so after consulting with your 
health care clinician. 

However, Islamic scholars gen-
erally recognize that other types of 
medications do not break the fast 
and may be taken during hours of 
fasting. These include medicated 
skin patches or creams, eye and ear 
drops, injections given in the skin 
or muscle (including insulin), sup-
plemental oxygen, mouthwash or 
gargles that are not swallowed. In 
addition, many scholars also hold 
that nasal sprays and inhalers do not 
break your fast. 

For those planning to fast, it’s 
recommended you drink plenty of 
liquids when you’re not fasting, and 
limit caffeinated or highly sugared 
beverages. It’s also recommended 
that you avoid or limit highly pro-
cessed foods or foods high in fat, 
and eat healthy, balanced meals with 
moderate portion sizes. 

Vaccinations
The consensus among Islamic 

scholars is that getting a vaccine 
does not break a fast. As such, it is 
completely acceptable to receive 
any recommended vaccination, even 
during the day while fasting. 

Helpful resources (bold)

Al Khashti and Al Ansari with Zain and Food Bank teams.

CSSR strategy focuses on well-being of nation

Zain distributes nearly 40,000 iftar meals
throughout the Holy Month of Ramadan
KUWAIT CITY, March 29: Zain, Ku-
wait’s leading digital service provider, 
announces the distribution of nearly 
40,000 iftar meals throughout the 
Holy Month as part of its Ramadan 
social campaign. The company pro-
vides the meals daily at its iftar hall in 
Ardiya, as well as across the nation via 
trucks in collaboration with its strate-
gic partner, the Kuwait Food Bank.

Zain recently visited Mubarakiya 
Market at the heart of Kuwait City to 
distribute Iftar meals. The visit was at-
tended by Chief Corporate Affairs and 
Relations Offi cer Waleed Al Khashti, 
Vice Chairman of the Kuwait Food 
Bank Meshal Al Ansari, as well as Zain 
and Food bank teams and volunteers. 

Zain’s Iftar initiative, which comes 
back in its 16th year, is one of the 
main pillars of the company’s Rama-
dan campaign, springing from its 
Corporate Sustainability and Social 
Responsibility Strategy. Zain is proud 
to be one of the local private sector’s 
leading companies that exert huge 
charitable and volunteer efforts during 
the Holy Month. 

Zain offers the daily iftar meals to 
fasting individuals at its hall in Ar-
diya, as well as via special trucks 
that deliver the meals daily across the 
country in strategic partnership with 
the Kuwait Food Bank. Trucks visit 
the most populated areas to secure the 
daily Iftar meal for workers, under-
privileged individuals, families, and 

others who are in most need during 
Ramadan. 

This annual initiative is considered 
a main pillar of Zain’s comprehensive 
Corporate Sustainability and Social 
Responsibility (CSSR) campaign dur-
ing the Holy Month of Ramadan. The 
Iftar meals distribution is supervised 
by Zain’s team as part of its commit-
ment to present an added value to the 
community. 

This initiative is part of a series of 

programs the company is organizing 
throughout the Holy Month of Rama-
dan with the aim of having a deep 
positive impact on the community’s 
various segments, especially the most 
vulnerable ones. The company’s solid 
CSSR strategy primarily focuses on the 
wellbeing of the entire nation. For this 
reason, the company has maintained 
its support of numerous initiatives that 
spread awareness and help make a dif-
ference to people’s everyday lives.

If you have a health condition or a 
concern, you are encouraged to con-
sult with your health care clinician or 
a pharmacist to ensure you remain 

in the best possible health during 
Ramadan. 

Other helpful resources:
■ Caring for Muslim patients who 

fast during Ramadan (American 
Academy of Family Physicians).

■ Fasting in Ramadan and Muslim 
patients (IMANA).

Zain serves fasting individuals throughout the Holy Month.
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This image released by Apple TV+ shows Chris O’Dowd in a scene from ‘The Big Door Prize.’  (AP)

The most high-profi le ski collision trial live-streamed

Who was uphill? Paltrow trial spotlights skier code
PARK CITY, Utah, March 29, (AP): Skiers have likely noticed signs 
at mountain resorts across the country saying, “Know the code.” They 
refer to universal rules of conduct that apply to people who partake 
in inherently risky snow sports that involve navigating down crowded 
slopes, often at high speeds.

But whether they actually understand the code is another question. 
For those unfamiliar with skiing and snowboarding, it’s likely some-
thing they’ve never heard of.

That’s all changing as actor Gwyneth Paltrow’s highly publicized ski 
collision trial is live-streamed from the courtroom. The actor-turned-
lifestyle-infl uencer was accused of crashing into a fellow skier during a 
2016 family trip to the upscale, skiers-only Deer Valley Resort in Utah. 
The celebrity trial is on day six and expected to conclude Thursday.

For a week, the trial has shone a spotlight on the unspoken rules that 
govern behavior on the slopes. Testimony has repeatedly touched on 
skier’s etiquette - especially sharing contact information after a colli-
sion, and ski turn radiuses - in the most high-profi le ski collision trial 
in recent history.

There are about a hundred code-related lawsuits playing out now 
outside the spotlight. Most cases are settled before going to trial.

Throughout Paltrow’s trial, the word “uphill” has emerged as syn-
onymous with “guilty,” as attorneys have focused on one of the code’s 
main tenets: The skier who is downhill or ahead on a slope has the 
right of way. 

Rather than focus solely on the question of who hit who, attorneys 
have questioned nearly every witness - from Paltrow’s private ski in-
structors to doctors for the man suing Paltrow - about which skier was 

downhill at the time of the collision.
After initially suing Paltrow for $3.1 million, retired optometrist Terry 

Sanderson is now suing for at least $300,000 in damages. Paltrow has 
countersued for $1 and attorney fees, claiming Sanderson ran into her.

In court, attorneys on both sides have repeated the term “downhill” 
to try to persuade the jury that their client had the right of way.

The question has become a focal point of the trial, as both sides call 
legions of family members, friends and doctors to testify in Park City - 
the posh Rocky Mountain resort town that draws a throng of celebrities 
each year for the Sundance Film Festival.

Paltrow’s position on the slope was central to the questioning of her 
teenage children - 16-year-old Moses and 18-year-old Apple Martin.

In depositions read by attorneys in court on Tuesday, the children 
both testifi ed that they didn’t see the moment of the crash. Before it 
happened Moses Martin said he saw a man uphill from his mother.”

Witness
“I was following my instructor but didn’t know what was going on,” 

Moses Martin, who was nine at the time, said.
His instructor testifi ed that he didn’t witness the moment of the crash 

either but approached Paltrow and Sanderson afterward.
Apple Martin, then 11, remembered that her mother was in a “state 

of shock” after the collision and that she used an expletive to say that 
a man hit her on the run.

To support Paltrow’s version of events, specifi cally that she was 
downhill when the crash happened, her defense team commissioned 
artists to render advanced animations.

Because no video footage was included as evidence, the recollec-
tions of a ski buddy of Sanderson’s who claims to be the sole eyewit-
ness has become a sticking point for Paltrow’s team. In addition to 
sharing animations, Paltrow’s team undercut the man’s testimony by 
calling on experts arguing that Paltrow was downhill.

Over objections from Sanderson’s attorneys, the court has allowed 
Paltrow’s team to play three of the seven high-resolution animations on 
a projector positioned between witnesses and the jury box - showing the 
pruning on Deer Valley’s aspen trees, childrens’ ski coats and groomed 
snow on the beginner run where Sanderson and Paltrow crashed.

Irving Scher, a biomechanical engineer hired by Paltrow’s defense 
team, drew stick fi gures and line graphs on a white board, as well as 
jotted down equations calculating force and torque to argue that sci-
ence supported Paltrow’s account.

“Ms. Paltrow’s version of events is consistent with the laws of phys-
ics,” Scher testifi ed Tuesday.

In an equally theatrical display last week, Sanderson’s lawyers tried 
but failed to rope Paltrow into a reenactment of events, when the judge 
put the kibosh on it.

While there are minor differences in state laws when it comes down 
to fi nding fault, “in court it becomes a question of who was the uphill 
skier,” said Denver attorney Jim Chalat, who has litigated cases in Utah 
and Colorado.

“It’s the uphill skier who is almost always in a position to cause the 
crash,” Chalat said. “If you’re skiing too fast for your own ability and 
you can’t carve out a turn, and you hit someone, you’re going to be in 
trouble.”

NEW YORK: Two fi rst-time hosts 
- Quinta Brunson and Ana de 
Armas - will make their “Saturday 
Night Live” debuts in April.

Brunson, creator and star of 
ABC’s “Abbott Elementary” com-
edy, will be host of this Saturday’s 
show, NBC announced on Mon-
day. Lil Yachty, whose latest disc 
debuted at the top of Billboard’s 
rock and alternative charts, is the 
musical guest.

Molly Shannon returns 
to “SNL” to host on April 8. 
Shannon, one of the show’s cast 
members from 1995 to 2001, has 
been host one time before. Jonas 
Brothers, who have a new album 
due in May, will be the show’s 
musical guest for the third time.

De Armas, who earned an Oscar 
nomination for her portrayal of 
Marilyn Monroe in “Blonde,” 
is the scheduled host for April 
15. She’s got an upcoming show, 
“Ghosted,” rolling out on Apple 
TV+ later in April.

Karol G is the musical guest 
on April 15. Her latest disc is the 
fi rst all-Spanish album by a female 
artist to top the Billboard chart. 

Saturday Night Live (often ab-
breviated to SNL) is an American 
late-night live television sketch 
comedy, political satire, and 
variety show created by Lorne 
Michaels and developed by Dick 
Ebersol that airs on NBC and Pea-
cock. Michaels currently serves 
as the program’s showrunner. 
The show premiere was hosted by 
George Carlin on NBC on Oc-
tober 11, 1975, under the original 
title NBC’s Saturday Night. The 
show’s comedy sketches, which 
often parody contemporary culture 
and politics, are performed by a 
large and varying cast of repertory 
and newer cast members. (AP)

❑        ❑        ❑

LOS ANGELES: Mike Fleiss, the 
creator of “The Bachelor,” has ex-
ited the reality TV franchise more 
than two decades after the iconic 
dating show launched.

His departure was confi rmed 
Tuesday, a day after “The Bach-
elor” aired its season 27 fi nale.

“I want to thank WBTV and 
ABC for 21 extraordinary years,” 
Fleiss said in a statement shared 
with The Associated Press. The 
statement did not include the 
reason for his exit.

While Fleiss has been the face 
of the “The Bachelor,” “The 

Bachelorette” and other spinoffs 
since the shows’ inceptions, trade 
publications report he hasn’t led 
day-to-day operations in around a 
decade.

For years, “The Bachelor” and 
its associated shows have wielded 
signifi cant cultural infl uence and 
stoked controversy all along. In re-
cent years, the show has been be-

set by waning ratings, competition 
from newer reality dating shows 
and a series of scandals - including 
accusations of racism that ejected 
longtime host Chris Harrison.

Fleiss described the show as 
lightning in a bottle and said the 
creative team taking over will 
keep the franchise “bold and mov-
ing forward.”

“Let the journey continue,” he 
said.

Taking the helm as executive 
producers and showrunners for 
the franchise are three franchise 
stalwarts: Claire Freeland, Jason 
Ehrlich and Bennett Graebner. 
Freeland is a former showrunner 
for Canada’s version of “The 
Bachelor” and associated shows, 

while Ehrlich has served as the 
showrunner for several seasons of 
“The Bachelor,” “The Bachelo-
rette” and “Bachelor Pad.” Graeb-
ner has been with the franchise 
for more than 15 years and was an 
executive producer of its current 
offerings - “The Bachelor,” “The 
Bachelorette” and “Bachelor in 
Paradise.” (AP)
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Show a blend of sci-fi , comedy and heart

‘Big Door Prize’ asks deep life questions
NEW YORK, March 29, (AP): Not to be rude, 
but are you living your best life? Are you sure? 
Might you be destined to be something else? Do 
you know what that could be? 

Those are some of the deep questions residents 
of the fi ctional town of Deerfi eld are dealing with 
as they confront fulfi lling their life potential in 
the new Apple TV+ series “The Big Door Prize” 
premiered Wednesday.

“The show is in many ways about the idea of 
the road not taken, and that no matter how happy 
or fulfi lled you think you are, there’s always this 
curiosity about the other path,” says David West 
Read, showrunner and executive producer.

The premise is this: One day a mysterious ma-
chine appears in the local store, offering to reveal 
to every user a specialized card printed with what 
they should be, like “Meteorologist,” “Healer,” 
“Storyteller” and “Undertaker.” 

“This isn’t something you typically see on tel-
evision. Defi nitely not wrapped in the form of 
comedy and magic,” says show star Gabrielle 
Dennis. “It defi nitely has you looking within 
and asking these questions, which can be both a 
beautiful and scary experience.” 

Each of the 10 half-hour episodes of “The Big 
Door Prize” takes turns exploring how mem-
bers of the community are handling their results. 
Some quit their jobs, some begin new hobbies, 
others act differently.

The school principal gets “Biker” and soon is 
riding on a motorcycle until she crashes it and 
goes to the hospital, where she meets a doctor 
and falls in love. At her wedding, she credits the 
machine for connecting her to her new husband, 
but was that what the machine meant? 

The series is based on a novel by M.O. Walsh, 
which appealed to Read’s love of stories that mix 
humor and heart with a magical or sci-fi  element. 

He happened to read it during the pandemic, and 
the book seemed more timely than ever. 

“In real life, I saw people hitting the pause but-
ton for the fi rst time in a long time and think-
ing about like, ’What’s that thing I haven’t done 
- like learning guitar, baking bread, taking up a 
hobby or breaking up with my partner?’” he says.

The spine of the series is a married couple 
played by Chris O’Dowd and Dennis. O’Dowd’s 
character - a cheerful high school teacher - is 
unmoored by the destabilizing effect of the ma-
chine. When he suddenly learns that his wife en-
joys spicy food and men with tattoos, he asks her: 
“What will I fi nd out next? That you also enjoy 
meth?”

Destiny
O’Dowd says it was interesting to play a man 

wondering about his life’s destiny because the ac-
tor says he himself almost never stops to consider 
his own happiness, despite outside pressures.

“We are given in the modern world just such a 
high bar for what happiness can be, I think, be-
cause of social media and because of this kind of 
constant portrayal of the wonderful and the beau-
tiful out there,” he says.

Read, an Emmy-winning writer from “Schitt’s 
Creek” who penned the story for the Broadway 
hit ”& Juliet,” says the couple at the center of 
the new series get curious answers from the ma-
chine.

“Part of what’s compelling for me about them 
is that they don’t know how to get there. They 
don’t have a clear directive. Their cards are am-
biguous and and frustrating,” he says. 

“If only life were that simple that we all knew 
exactly what it was that was going to make us 
happy and we could just go out and do it. But 
knowing that, on some level, you feel like maybe 

you could be happier, but you don’t know how to 
get there, is much more interesting to me.” 

One of the show’s most compelling characters 
is the town’s priest, played by Damon Gupton. 
It’s the priest who must try to understand wheth-
er the machine is part of some grander plan and 
how faith fi ts in, not to mention grief and addic-
tion. 

“This show is heartfelt and aspirational, but I 
wanted it to also contain some darkness to feel 
like it represented the full spectrum of experi-
ences that people can have with this machine,” 
Read says.

On the lighter side, Dennis’ character uses 
the disruption to speak up for herself, start do-
ing things for herself. “For her, it’s a very big 
question to explore because sometimes as a mom 
and a wife, some women feel that they lose them-
selves,” she says.

As for what O’Dowd wishes he’d see if he 
asked such a machine, the answer is a sense 
of humor. “I would want it to on both sides be 
written the words ‘Please Turn Over,’” he says, 
laughing. 

“The Big Door Prize” is a new series on Apple 
TV+ that’s a blend of sci-fi , comedy and heart. A 
mysterious machine that can reveal people’s true 
purpose in life appears in a local drug store and 
turns a small-town upside down. Some view the 
machine’s revelations as a push in the right di-
rection and freedom to live out fantasies. Others 
feel defensive or let down by what the machine 
says. The series stars Chris O’Dowd (“Brides-
maids”) in a charming and delightfully silly role 
- but each episode also focuses on a different 
character’s reaction to their personal prediction 
by the machine. The show is based on the novel 
by M.O. Walsh.

Brunson De Armas
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Hit podcast ‘Serial’

Court backs victim’s
family in Syed’s case
ANNAPOLIS, Md., March 29, (AP): A Maryland 
appellate court on Tuesday reinstated Adnan Syed’s 
murder conviction and ordered a new hearing in the 
case, marking the latest development in the protracted 
legal odyssey chronicled in the hit podcast “Serial.”

Though Syed’s conviction has been reinstated, he 
will not immediately be taken back into custody.

In a 2-1 decision released Tuesday, the Appellate 
Court of Maryland ruled a lower court failed to give 
suffi cient notice to the victim’s family when it sched-
uled the September hearing that vacated Syed’s con-
viction and allowed him to regain his freedom after 
more than two decades behind bars.

The intermediate court’s order does not go into ef-
fect for 60 days, which delays any immediate conse-

quences and allows the parties 
time to decide whether to ap-
peal and schedule upcoming 
proceedings accordingly.

Syed’s attorney Erica Suter 
said they will ask the state su-
preme court to review the case. 

Maryland law provides 
victims with the right to prior 
notice of conviction vacatur 
hearings, and that right was 
violated in the case of Hae Min 
Lee’s brother, the appellate 
court ruled. Syed was convict-

ed in 2000 of killing Lee, his high school ex-girlfriend 
whose body was found in a makeshift grave after her 
disappearance in 1999.

Baltimore prosecutors moved to vacate Syed’s con-
viction in September after they reviewed the case and 
found alternative suspects and unreliable evidence 
used at trial. The lower court then quickly scheduled a 
hearing on the state’s motion to vacate. 

Lee’s brother, Young Lee, was notifi ed on a Friday 
afternoon that the hearing would take place the fol-
lowing Monday. Giving him only one business day 
before the hearing was “insuffi cient time to reason-
ably allow Mr. Lee, who lived in California, to attend 
the hearing in person,” instead requiring him to attend 
remotely, the appellate court ruled.

Young Lee attended the hearing via Zoom after the 
judge denied his request to postpone the proceedings 
one week to allow his in-person attendance.

Flawed
The Lee family spent decades believing justice had 

been served, only to be treated as an afterthought when 
prosecutors decided their case was actually fl awed 
from the beginning, their attorneys have argued. The 
appellate court largely agreed.

“Allowing a victim entitled to attend a court pro-
ceeding to attend in person, when the victim makes 
that request and all other persons involved in the hear-
ing appear in person, is consistent with the constitu-
tional requirement that victims be treated with dignity 
and respect,” the court ruled.

The court also said the new hearing should be more 
transparent, requiring that “evidence supporting the 
motion to vacate is presented, and the court states its 
reasons in support of its decision.” 

David Sanford, an attorney representing Young 
Lee, said that piece of the ruling in particular has seri-
ous implications because it means there will be “evi-
dence for the world to see and examine.” 

“We are delighted that the court agrees with Mr. 
Lee,” he said. “Decisions made by courts should not 
be based on secret evidence.” 

But Suter said “there is no basis for re-traumatizing 
Adnan by returning him to the status of a convicted 
felon.”

“For the time being, Adnan remains a free man,” 
Suter said.

After Syed’s conviction was vacated, Baltimore 
prosecutors had 30 days to decide whether to retry 
him. They announced their decision to drop the charg-
es eight days before the deadline was up - while an 
appeal from the Lee family was pending.

The appellate judges interrogated that timeline and 
concluded the state acted “with the purpose ... of pre-
venting Mr. Lee from obtaining a ruling on the ap-
peal,” which Syed’s attorneys later argued was moot 
because there were no underlying charges.

During oral arguments last month, the three-judge 
panel focused much of their questioning on whether 
the appeal should be considered moot.

The judges also considered whether crime victims 
or their representatives have a “right to be heard” at 
conviction vacatur hearings, as the Lee family as-
serted in their appeal. The judges said they were not 
persuaded by that argument, ruling victims have no 
right to substantive participation in such hearings, 
which could include presenting evidence. They said 
a ruling to the contrary would “result in a huge shift 
in practice.”

What happens next remains somewhat unclear.
The Baltimore State’s Attorney’s Offi ce is review-

ing the ruling.
Their position is further complicated by a recent 

change in leadership. The current state’s attorney, 
Ivan Bates, took offi ce in December - not long after 
his predecessor, Marilyn Mosby, decided to drop the 
charges against Syed, saying additional DNA testing 
had excluded him as a suspect. That was after her of-
fi ce conducted a yearlong review of the case and found 
prior prosecutors made signifi cant missteps. Prosecu-
tors knew about two alternative suspects but failed to 
disclose that information to the defense, Mosby’s of-
fi ce wrote.

Also:
SYRACUSE, N.Y.: A man who spent 16 years in pris-
on after he was wrongfully convicted of raping writer 
Alice Sebold when she was a Syracuse University stu-
dent has settled a lawsuit against New York state for 
$5.5 million, his lawyers said Monday.

The settlement comes after Anthony Broadwa-
ter’s conviction for raping Sebold in 1981 was over-
turned in 2021. It was signed last week by lawyers for 
Broadwater and New York Attorney General Letitia 
James, David Hammond, one of Broadwater’s attor-
neys, said.

Broadwater, 62, said in a statement relayed by Ham-
mond, “I appreciate what Attorney General James has 
done, and I hope and pray that others in my situation 
can achieve the same measure of justice. We all suffer 
from destroyed lives.”

“Obviously no amount of money can erase the in-
justices Mr. Broadwater suffered, but the settlement 
now offi cially acknowledges them,” Sebold said in a 
statement released through a spokesperson.

Sebold was an 18-year-old first-year student at 
Syracuse when she was raped in a park near campus 
in May 1981. She described the attack and the en-
suing prosecution in a memoir, “Lucky,” published 
in 1999.

Syed

Singer Whitney Houston performs at the pre-Grammy gala & salute to industry icons with Clive Davis honoring David Geffen in Beverly Hills, Calif., on Feb. 13, 2011. 
A new posthumous gospel album ‘I Go to the Rock: The Gospel Music of Whitney Houston’ was released on March 24. (AP)

‘Gospel was in her heart’

Houston legacy lives on with album
LOS ANGELES, March 29, (AP): 
Whitney Houston’s brother remem-
bers when his young sister listened to 
their mother during gospel rehearsals 
before she mimicked every tune that 
was sung.

As Houston rose to pop superstar-
dom, her exceptionally talented vocals 
were rooted in gospel music. And now, 
her family - led by her sister-in-law Pat 
and brother Gary Houston - wants the 
foundation of her musical legacy to 
continue to live on through her new 
posthumous gospel album and docu-
mentary under the same name, “I Go to 
the Rock: The Gospel Music of Whit-
ney Houston. ”

“Gospel was in her heart,” said Gary 
Houston, who recalled his sister around 
the age of 5 wearing their mother Cissy 
Houston’s wig and high heels while 
using a broom as a microphone. “We 
woke up to and went to sleep to gospel. 
She would sing exactly what she heard 
my mother and her siblings. No secular 
music. It was all gospel.”

Pat Houston, the executor of Whit-
ney Houston’s estate, said she’s ex-
cited for listeners to hear the six-time 
Grammy-winner’s message of hope 
and faith and the infl uential mark 
gospel music had on her life and ca-
reer through both projects, which both 
were released Friday last week. The 
documentary, hosted by CeCe Winans, 
aired on UPtv and AspireTV and will 
be available on DVD.

The singer’s 14-track album features 
several tunes from notable soundtracks 
including “Jesus Loves Me” from “The 
Bodyguard,” “His Eye Is on the Spar-
row” from “Sparkle” along with “I Go 
to the Rock” and “Joy to the World” 
from “The Preacher’s Wife” sound-
track - the best-selling gospel album 
of all time. The project also includes 
six unreleased tracks - three of which 
(“He Can Use Me,” “I Found a Won-

derful Way” and “Testimony”) were 
recorded when she was 17 years old.

“You heard the innocence of her 
voice,” said Pat Houston. “You could 
see where she started and how she 
ended up with all her hits throughout 
her career. Any song is a great song 
of Whitney Houston’s. You heard her 
gospel roots all wrapped up in her mu-
sic.”

Whitney Houston fi rst started sing-
ing at the New Hope Baptist Church 
in Newark, New Jersey, as a child. Be-
tween the mid-1980s to the late 1990s, 
she was one of the world’s best-selling 
artists with her effortlessly powerful 
vocals rooted in the Black church but 
made palatable to the masses with her 
pop persona.

It understandably took time for the 
family to grieve after Whitney Hou-
ston’s death in 2012. Her brother, 
Gary, said he still feels his sister’s 
spirit whenever it rains, or when a bird 
visits him while he’s at home adding 
that “when the doorbell rings, I think 
it’s her.”

Projects
But now, Gary and Pat Houston feel 

like they’re in a better place. That’s 
one of the reasons Pat felt now is the 
perfect time to release the gospel-cen-
tric projects - especially with Easter 
next month and Whitney Houston’s 
60th birthday celebration on the hori-
zon in August.

“An Easter project is something she 
always wanted to do since her visit to 
Israel,” Pat Houston said. “It never 
came into fruition. We’re doing this 
all through Whitney’s lens. It’s spe-
cial because this is her 60th birthday 
celebration. This project is defi nitely a 
labor of love for her. It represents her 
in such a very spiritual way.”

Pat Houston said she hopes view-
ers can fi nd closure through watching 

the documentary with several guest 
appearances including Jenifer Lewis, 
Kim Burrell and Kevin Costner. It 
features the singer’s fi rst-ever perfor-
mance in front of an audience as well 
as many others including her singing 
“I Go to the Rock” with The Georgia 
Mass Choir on “Saturday Night Live” 
in 1996, “Jesus Loves Me” in Santia-
go, Chile, in 1994, and “Guide Me O 
Thou, Great Jehovah” on “The Arsenio 
Hall Show” in 1990.

“Hopefully one could have peace 
and knowing that Whitney Houston 
was a woman of God,” she said. “No 
one is really exempt from the harsh 
realities of the world. She certainly un-
derstood that. But Whitney expressed 
her love for God. She knew where her 
strength was coming from and she 
showed it throughout the documen-
tary.”

Also:
STOCKHOLM: Five-time Grammy 
Award winner Angélique Kidjo, Is-
land Records founder Chris Blackwell 
and Estonian composer Arvo Pärt 
have won the 2023 Polar Music Prize, 
a Swedish music award.

The three “all made such a global 
impact with their music,” Marie Led-
in, managing director of the annual 
prize, said in announcing the winners 
on Tuesday.

Blackwell, 85, whose independent 
label started in Jamaica and signed 
artists such as Bob Marley, Cat Ste-
vens, Roxy Music, Tom Waits, Grace 
Jones and Marianne Faithful, made 
Island one “of the most successful la-
bels in music history,” Ledin said in a 
statement.

The award committee said that 
Kidjo’s “striking voice, stage presence 
and fl uency in multiple cultures and 
languages has won respect from her 
peers.” 

Jennifer Aniston arrives at the pre-
miere of ‘Murder Mystery 2’ on Tues-
day, March 28, at the Regency Village 

Theatre in Los Angeles. (AP)

Majors Chaudhry

LONDON: Entertainer Paul O’Grady, 
who achieved fame as Lily Savage 
before becoming a much-loved comedian 
and host on British television, has died. 
He was 67.

O’Grady’s partner Andre Portasio 
said he died “unexpectedly but peace-
fully” on Tuesday evening.

“He will be greatly missed by his 
loved ones, friends, family, animals 
and all those who enjoyed his humor, 
wit and compassion,” Portasio said in a 
statement.

Born in Birkenhead, near Liverpool, 
in 1955, O’Grady was working as a 
local-authority care worker when he 
began performing as Savage.

Later, as Paul O’Grady, he hosted talk 
shows and gameshows including “The 
Paul O’Grady Show,” “Blind Date” and 
“Blankety Blank,” as well as a long-
running program on BBC radio.

An animal lover, he also presented 
“For the Love of Dogs,” which profi led 
the work of an animal rescue charity. 
Camilla, the queen consort, was a guest 
on the show last year.

“Paul was one of the loveliest people 
you could ever meet,” Tatchell said. 
“Everyone whose lives he touched will 
miss him greatly, as will those who 
enjoyed his wit and admired his compas-
sion.”

O’Grady is survived by Portasio, 
whom he married in 2017, and by a 
daughter from a previous relationship. 
(AP)

❑      ❑      ❑

WASHINGTON: The Army is working to 
quickly pull together some new recruit-
ing ads to air during the NCAA’s Final 
Four basketball games this weekend, 
after being forced to yank commercials 
that featured actor Jonathan Majors, in 
the wake of his arrest last Saturday.

Army leaders had been excited to 
feature Majors in the ads, as a key part of 
their new campaign aimed at reviving the 
service’s struggling recruiting numbers 
- which fell far short of their enlistment 
goal last year. They believed the ads 

Variety

Honorees Sharon Stone, (left), and Freida Pinto attend the New York Women In 
Film & Television’s 43rd annual Muse Awards at Cipriani 42nd Street on Tues-

day, March 28, in New York. (AP)

would capitalize on Majors’ popularity 
coming off his recently movies “Creed 
III” and “Ant-Man and The Wasp: Quan-
tumania” - hoping it would help them 

reach the youth audience.
Last weekend, however, they pulled 

the ads off the air when Majors was 
arrested in New York on charges of 

strangulation, assault and harassment. 
New York City police said the actor was 
involved in a domestic dispute with a 
30-year-old woman. But a lawyer for 
Majors, Priya Chaudhry, has said there 
is evidence clearing Majors and that the 
actor “is probably the victim of an alter-
cation with a woman he knows.”

Maj Gen Alex Fink, head of Army 
marketing, told The Associated Press 
Tuesday that in the past week the Army 
was able to avoid any loss of of the 
planned $70 million advertising buy, ei-
ther by postponing ads or replacing them 
with other pre-existing commercials that 
were quickly updated.

The ads were set to appear on televi-
sion, online on places such as Facebook, 
Twitter and Instagram, and on digital and 
physical billboards, including on buses. 
That ad purchase was the main portion of 
the campaign, which had a total cost of 
$117 million.

“We are absolutely able to utilize a ma-
jority of what we have invested,” Fink said 
in an interview. “We think that we’ll have 
some brand new creative ads in time for the 
Women’s Final Four on Friday.”

He said that the Army gathered “an 
enormous amount” of content and foot-
age for the two commercials - titled 
“Overcoming Obstacles” and “Pushing 
Tomorrow” - that featured Majors as the 
narrator. (AP)

Music
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Restoring dignity

Their stories were lost,
now DNA writing them
CHARLESTON, S.C., March 29, (AP): In the 1700s, a boy 
was born into slavery in Colonial America. He spent his life 
working in the coastal city of Charleston, South Carolina. 
And when he died in middle age, he was buried alongside 
35 other slaves.

That’s the likely history that researchers have uncovered 
for the man - there’s no written record for him or the others 
buried at the long-forgotten site. Their names have been lost, 
along with any details of their lives. But their stories are now 
being told through what was left behind: bones, teeth and, 
especially, DNA.

In recent decades, advances in DNA research have allowed 
scientists to use ancient remains and peer into the lives of 
long-dead people. In Charleston, that’s meant tracing some 
of the African roots that were cut off by slavery. 

“We’re bringing their memory 
back to life,” said Raquel Fleskes, 
an anthropologist at the University of 
Connecticut who studied the remains. 
“This is a way of restoring dignity to 
individuals that should’ve always had 
this dignity.”

The Charleston project started a 
decade ago, when construction work-
ers unearthed the remains beneath the 
grounds of the Gaillard Center, an 
arts venue in the city that was going 
through an expansion.

Dating back to the second half of 
the 18th century, the remains are believed to be mostly from 
enslaved people of African descent who lived nearby. A few 
of them were likely among the estimated 175,000 Africans 
brought through Charleston’s port, a hub for the trans-Atlan-
tic slave trade. 

The city reburied the remains at the site, where a memorial 
fountain is planned. But with few recorded details available, 
community members were also interested in using science to 
learn more about the people, Fleskes said. 

So, the Anson Street African Burial Ground Project was 
born, and researchers started looking for clues.

Artifacts
Artifacts from the site showed that the bodies were buried 

with care, explained Theodore Schurr, an anthropologist at 
the University of Pennsylvania who worked on the research. 
Some of them had beads in their hair or coins over their eyes. 
Minerals in their teeth showed only a few had been born 
in Africa, while most had likely been born into slavery in 
Charleston or nearby.

Scientists also coaxed DNA from the centuries-old skel-
etons - drilling small samples of bones and teeth, grinding 
them up into powder, mixing them into a solution and fi lter-
ing out everything but the human DNA. They were able to 
get some genetic material for most of the 36 and full genom-
es for half of them, which were compared with the genetic 
makeup of people in Africa today.

Results showed that they had ties to many different places 
along the West African coast, from Gambia to Gabon. They 
were mostly male, and largely died as adults. Their ages 
ranged from a child under 3 to a man over 50.

Their DNA showed they were unrelated, aside from one 
possible mother-child pair.

Researchers also offered DNA tests to 78 African Ameri-
cans living in the Charleston area today, said La’Sheia Ou-
bré, who led community education for the project. So far, 
they haven’t found any direct relatives of those buried at An-
son Street.

Still, Oubré - who took a DNA test - said she and other 
community members consider them family.

“They have such a story to tell,” she said. “And because 
they’re not related to us by blood, it doesn’t mean that it’s not 
our moral responsibility to take care of them.”

Since it became possible to sequence DNA from ancient 
remains, the technology has taken us back to the days of Ne-
anderthals and mammoths.

Some researchers have been using ancient DNA to fi ll gaps 
in our more recent history. That includes cases like Charles-
ton as well as the New York African Burial Ground Project, 
which revealed new details about Africans and their descend-
ants in 18th century Manhattan.

There aren’t many records for these people from the time, 
said Michael Blakey, an anthropologist who served as the sci-
entifi c director on the New York project. The records that are 
available focuses on things like how much enslaved people 
cost and what kinds of laws were used to control them, he 
said.

Oubré said it’s been powerful to have DNA reveal some of 
the “stolen history” of those buried in her city.

“To be able to know all of this, it’s still mind-blowing 
to me,” Oubré said. “It still just warms my heart that we’re 
able to fi nd out where we come from - where we really come 
from.”

In some cases, ancient DNA research has also challenged 
the history that’s been written about certain communities.

Growing up in Puerto Rico, anthropologist Maria Nieves-
Colon was taught that the Indigenous peoples of the islands 
were quickly wiped out by European colonization, and didn’t 
pass on their genes to people on the island today. But after 
looking at ancient remains from the island in a 2020 study, 
Nieves-Colon found genetic links did exist between those In-
digenous groups and modern-day Puerto Ricans. 

Research
Research like this shows “we need to think more critically 

about what was left in the historical record,” said Nieves-
Colon, who is now at the University of Minnesota.

While ancient DNA can be a powerful tool for uncovering 
history, it needs to be used with caution, researchers note, 
especially when it comes to vulnerable groups.

Unlike research on living subjects, work on recovered 
human remains doesn’t require scientists to get consent, 
explained Krystal Tsosie, a geneticist at Arizona State Uni-
versity. And in the past, most researchers haven’t consulted 
with groups like Native tribes or African descendants before 
studying the remains of possible ancestors.

But this kind of work does impact living communities and 
they should be part of the conversation, researchers said.

“In many ways, it’s about power,” Blakey said. “The right 
to tell your story.”

In Charleston, project leaders asked community members 
for their permission before every step, Oubré said. The names 
of the 36 had been lost to history and the team gave them new 
ones - like Coosaw, Welela, Isi and Kuto - so they wouldn’t 
be just numbers on a burial plot, said Joanna Gilmore, di-
rector of research and interpretation with the Anson Street 
project. 

Now, the new memorial is set to honor the lives of these 36 
individuals, as well as the thousands of enslaved people who 
helped build Charleston, project leaders said.

The memorial will be at the Gaillard Center, where a small 
plaque now marks the site where the remains were uncov-
ered. It will include a fountain circled by pairs of bronze 
hands cast from current residents, and a base made of soil 
from other African burial grounds across the city, Gilmore 
explained.

Last month at an art studio, residents created a copy of 
their hands, leaning elbow-deep into buckets of pink goo that 
hardened into molds. Artist Stephen Hayes poured liquid 
plastic into the molds to make shiny white replicas.

Adrian Swinton got her hands cast to represent a woman 
given the name Tima. Swinton is descended from slaves her-
self, and said the memorial was a powerful way to remember 
their sacrifi ces.

Anthropology

In this handout photo released by Roscosmos State Space Corporation, the uncrewed Soyuz MS-22 spacecraft undocks from the International Space Station before 
heading back to Earth on Tuesday, March 28. (AP)

Uncrewed Russian spacecraft that leaked coolant lands safely
A Russian space capsule safely returned to Earth 
without a crew Tuesday, months after it suffered a 
coolant leak in orbit.

The Soyuz MS-22 leaked coolant in December 
while attached to the International Space Station. 
Russian space officials blamed the leak on a tiny 
meteoroid that punctured the craft’s external radia-
tor. They launched an empty replacement capsule 
last month to serve as a lifeboat for the crew.

The damaged capsule safely landed Tuesday un-
der a striped parachute in the steppes of Kazakh-
stan, touching down as scheduled at 5:45 p.m. (7:45 
a.m. EDT) 147 kilometers (91 miles) southeast of 
Zhezkazgan under clear blue skies.

Space officials determined it would be too risky 
to bring NASA’s Frank Rubio and Russia’s Sergey 
Prokopyev and Dmitri Petelin back in the Soyuz in 
March as originally planned, as cabin temperatures 

would spike with no coolant, potentially damaging 
computers and other equipment, and exposing the 
suited-up crew to excessive heat.

The three launched in September for what should 
have been a six-month mission on the International 
Space Station. They now are scheduled to return to 
Earth in September in a new Soyuz that arrived at 
the space outpost last month with no one on board, 
meaning the trio will spend a year in orbit. (AP)

Christopher Frisby shows his daughter, 
Mary, his molded hands in Charleston, 
S.C., Saturday, Feb. 18, 2023. Artist 
Stephen Hayes will use the mold to 
make a memorial for 36 enslaved peo-
ple whose bodies were unearthed in 
Charleston in 2013 during a construc-
tion project for the Gaillard Center. (AP)

Discovery

N-plant blamed in fi sh kill: The shut-
down of a Minnesota nuclear power plant 
caused a water temperature change that 
killed at least 230 fi sh in the Mississippi 
River, state offi cials said.

The fi sh didn’t die because of any trit-
ium leaking into the river and there is no 
danger to the public, the Minnesota Pollu-
tion Control Agency said Monday.

The kill occurred days after a leak 
of what was believed to be hundreds of 
gallons of water containing tritium was 
discovered from a temporary fi x at Xcel 
Energy’s Monticello Nuclear Generating 
Plant. The facility, about 38 miles (60 kil-
ometers) northwest of Minneapolis pow-
ered down Friday so permanent repairs 
could begin.

A statement from the MPCA said that 
in normal operations, warm water from 
the plant enters the river and the fi sh get 
used to it.

“The fi sh kill is unfortunate but not 
unexpected given the signifi cant tempera-
ture change that can occur when warm 
water from the plant stops fl owing to the 
river during a shutdown in operations,” 
the statement said.

Fish found dead included bass, channel 
catfi sh, common carp, and one or more 
species of sucker fi sh.

Xcel Energy has not responded to a 
message left by The Associated Press.

The new leak found last week came 
from a temporary repair to the original 
leak, the company said. Chris Clark, 
president of Xcel Energy-Minnesota, 
North Dakota and South Dakota, said the 
new leak also poses no risk to the public 
or the environment. (AP)

❑      ❑      ❑

‘Stop trade with Mexico’: The in-
ternational wildlife body CITES called 
Monday on 184 member countries to stop 
trade with Mexico for products linked to 
sensitive species, such as orchids, cactus-
es and skins from crocodiles and snakes.

The group said the decision came in 
response to Mexico’s failure to protect 
the vaquita marina, a small porpoise that 
is the world’s most endangered marine 
mammal. The trade ban will not affect 
commercial seafood species like fi sh or 
shrimp, though some groups are pushing 
for such broader bans.

Mexico has been slow to stop illegal 
gillnet fi shing for totoaba, a fi sh whose 
swim bladder is considered a delicacy in 
China. The nets used to catch totaba also 
trap and drown vaquitas as by-catch.

Studies estimate there may be as few 
as eight vaquitas remaining in the Gulf 
of California, also known as the Sea of 
Cortez, the only place they exist. The shy, 
elusive porpoises can neither be held nor 
bred in captivity.

CITES is the Convention on Interna-
tional Trade in Endangered Species of 
Wild Fauna and Flora, signed by 184 
countries; it regulates trade and protection 
for protected species. Trade is permitted 
in some protected species, like crocodiles 
harvested for use in shoes or handbags, 
but such trade is closely regulated.

CITES said in a statement that it “com-
municates to parties the recommendation to 
suspend all commercial trade in specimens 
of CITES-listed species with Mexico.”

Zak Smith, director of Global Biodiver-
sity Conservation at the Natural Resources 
Defense Council, said in a statement that 
“Mexico is rightly facing the consequences 
of its failure to control illegal fi shing that is 
causing the vaquita’s extinction.”

“For decades, the international com-
munity has been urging, imploring, and 

begging Mexico to meet its legal obliga-
tions,” Smith wrote. “Broad sanctions are 
appropriate and should stay in place until 
Mexico demonstrates results.” Mexico’s 
president is President Andrés Manuel 
López Obrador.

Mexico’s Foreign Relations Depart-
ment said in a statement that the ruling 
constituted an “unequal treatment of our 
country, because it did not take into ac-
count the many and exhaustive actions 
that have been taken.” (AP)

Experts concerned that virus could spill over to humans

Can bird flu start a pandemic?
By Sara Sawyer, Emma Worden-Sapper and Sharon Wu

University of Colorado Boulder

The Conversation is an indepen-
dent and nonprofit source of news, 
analysis and commentary from ac-
ademic experts.

❑      ❑      ❑

An outbreak of H5N1 avian 
influenza that started in 2021 

has become the largest bird flu out-
break in history, both in the US and 
worldwide. In the US the virus has 
led to the destruction of millions 
of commercially raised chickens, 
turkeys, ducks and geese, and has 
killed thousands of wild birds. 

Many virologists are concerned 
that this virus could spill over to 
humans and cause a new human 
pandemic. University of Colorado 
Boulder virologists Sara Sawyer, 
Emma Worden-Sapper and Sha-
ron Wu summarize the compelling 
story of H5N1 and why scientists 
are closely watching the outbreak.

H5N1 is a specifi c type of in-
fl uenza virus, predominantly har-
bored by birds, that was fi rst de-
tected on a goose farm in China in 
1996. Recently it has begun infect-
ing an exploding diversity of bird 
and mammalian species around the 
globe. 

The virus is highly pathogenic 
to birds, meaning that infections 
often cause extreme symptoms, 
including death. But its impact 
on humans is complicated. There 
have been relatively few human in-
fections detected - fewer than 900 
documented globally over several 
decades - but about half of those 
infected individuals have died. 

The good news about H5N1 for 
humans is that it currently doesn’t 
spread well between people. Most 
people who have contracted H5N1 
have gotten it directly from inter-
acting with infected poultry - spe-
cifi cally chickens, turkeys, ducks 
and geese, which often are raised 
in close quarters on large commer-
cial farms. 

There are only a small handful 
of examples of human-to-human 
spread. Because H5N1 doesn’t 
spread well between people, and 
because direct infection of humans 
by infected birds is still relatively 
rare, H5N1 has not yet erupted into 
a human epidemic or pandemic.

The fi rst reason that so much 
attention is being paid to bird fl u 
right now is that currently H5N1 is 
causing the largest “bird pandem-
ic” ever recorded. A certain viral 
variant that arose in 2020, called 
H5N1 2.3.4.4b, is driving this out-
break. 

In agricultural poultry fl ocks, if 
a few birds test positive for H5N1, 
the whole fl ock is killed regardless 

of symptoms or infection status. 
Higher prices for eggs and poultry 
meat in the U.S. are one result. The 
Biden administration is consider-
ing vaccinating farmed poultry 
fl ocks, but the logistics could be 
quite complicated.

The second reason for increased 
attention is that H5N1 is now in-
fecting more bird and mammalian 
species than ever before. The virus 
has been detected in a broad array 
of wild birds and in diverse mam-
mals, including badgers, black 
bears, bobcats, coyotes, ferrets, 
fi sher cats, foxes, leopards, opos-
sums, pigs, skunks and sea lions. 

As H5N1 infects more species, 
it also increases its geographical 
range and produces more viral var-
iants that could have new biologi-
cal properties.

Transmit
The third and most worrisome 

reason that this virus is getting 
so much press is that H5N1 now 
seems to be transmitting well be-
tween individuals of at least one 
mammalian species. In late 2022, 
mammal-to-mammal spread oc-
curred in Spain in farmed minks. 
H5N1 spread very effi ciently be-
tween the minks and caused clini-
cal signs of illness and death in 
the mink populations where it was 
detected. 

Sea lions in Peru are also suc-
cumbing to H5N1 virus in massive 
numbers. It hasn’t been confi rmed 
defi nitively whether the sea lions 
are spreading the virus to each oth-
er or are contracting it from birds 
or H5N1-infected water.

Here’s the key question: If 
H5N1 can achieve spread in minks 
and possibly sea lions, why not 
humans? We are also mammals. It 
is true that the farmed minks were 
confi ned in close quarters, like 
chickens on a poultry farm, so that 
may have contributed. But humans 
also live in high densities in many 
cities around the world, providing 
the virus similar tinder should a 
human-compatible variant arise.

Birds experience infl uenza as 
a gastrointestinal infection and 
spread fl u predominantly through 
defecating in water. By contrast, 
humans experience infl uenza as a 
respiratory infection and spread it 
by breathing and coughing. 

Over the centuries, some of 
these avian infl uenza viruses have 
been passed from birds to humans 
and other mammalian species, 
although this is a relatively rare 
event.

This is because bird infl uenza vi-

ruses must mutate in several ways 
to infect mammals effi ciently. The 
most important mutational chang-
es affect the tissue tropism of the 
virus - its ability to infect a specifi c 
part of the body.

Avian fl u viruses have evolved 
to infect cells of the intestine, while 
human fl u viruses have evolved to 
infect cells of the respiratory tract. 
However, sometimes a fl u virus 
can acquire mutations that allow it 
to infect cells in a different part of 
the body. 

Which cells infl uenza infects is 
partially dictated by the specifi c 
receptor that it binds. Receptors 
are the molecules on the surface 
of host cells that a virus exploits 
to enter those cells. Once viruses 
are in cells, they may be able to 
produce copies of themselves, at 
which point an infection has been 
achieved.

Both human and bird infl uenza 
viruses use receptors called sialic 
acids that are common on the sur-
faces of cells. Bird infl uenza vi-
ruses, such as H5N1, use a version 
called 2,3-linked sialic acid, while 
human fl u viruses use 2,6-linked 
sialic acid - the predominant vari-
ant in the human upper respira-
tory tract. Thus, to become effi -
cient at infecting humans, H5N1 
would likely need to mutate to use 
2,6-linked sialic acid as its recep-
tor. 

This is a concern because stud-
ies have shown that only one or 
two mutations in the viral genome 
are enough to switch receptor 
binding from 2,3-linked sialic acid 
to the human 2,6-linked sialic acid. 
That doesn’t seem like much of a 
genetic obstacle.

With avian influenza viruses, 
it is not possible to make effec-
tive human vaccines in advance, 
because we don’t know exactly 
what the genetics of the virus 
will be if it starts to spread well 
in humans. Remember that the 
seasonal flu vaccine must be re-
made every year, even though the 
general types of flu viruses that it 
protects against are the same, be-
cause the specific genetic variants 
that affect humans change from 
year to year. 

Right now, the best way people 
can protect themselves from H5N1 
is to avoid contact with infected 
birds. For more information about 
prevention, especially for people 
who keep domesticated birds or are 
bird-watching hobbyists, the Cent-
ers for Disease Control has a list of 
guidelines for avoiding H5N1 and 
other bird fl u viruses. (AP)
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West Indies players celebrate after winning the trophy for the T20 cricket match between South Africa and West Indies, at Wanderers stadium, in Johannesburg, South Africa. (AP)

Luke guaranteed  
$2m in 1-yr ‘deal’
SCOTTSDALE, Ariz., March 29, (AP): 
First baseman Luke Voit has a $2 million 
major league salary in his one-year con-
tract with the Milwaukee Brewers, and 
the former big league home run cham-
pion can earn an additional $3 million in 
performance bonuses.

Voit’s contract, announced Mon-
day, includes a $12 million team op-
tion for 2024 with no buyout.

❑     ❑     ❑

The Milwaukee Brewers assigned 
infielder Keston Hiura outright to their 
Triple-A affiliate in Nashville on Tues-
day after he cleared waivers.

The move means Hiura will remain 
with the Brewers organization after 
they had designated him for assign-
ment.

Hiura, 26, had an outstanding rookie 
season in 2019 but hasn’t been able 
to recapture that form. He batted .226 
with 14 homers and 32 RBIs in 80 
games last season and struck out in 111 
of his 266 plate appearances.

❑     ❑     ❑

Andrés Giménez became an All-
Star last season. He is about to get paid 
like one.

The smooth-fielding second base-
man has agreed to terms on a long-
term contract with the Cleveland 
Guardians, a person familiar with 
the negotiations told The Associated 
Press on Tuesday.

Joseph’s 5-40 gives Windies 
series victory in South Africa
JOHANNESBURG, March 29, 
(AP): Fast bowler Alzarri Joseph 
fi nished off South Africa with three 
wickets in the 19th over as West 
Indies won the third Twenty20 by 
seven runs Tuesday and took the se-
ries 2-1.

Joseph collected 5-40 after his late 
burst, which ensured South Africa 
fell short of West Indies’ challeng-
ing total of 220-8.

South Africa threatened for a 

moment, mainly because of Reeza 
Hendricks’ 83 from 44 balls, but ul-
timately only managed 213-6 in its 
20 overs.

Hendricks fell to Joseph off the fi rst 
ball of that 19th over for the crucial 
breakthrough when he was caught at 
long on looking for his third six.

Hendricks had earlier been 
dropped a couple of times on the 
boundary but West Indies captain 
Rovman Powell held on this time.

South Africa needed 35 runs off 
the last two overs and was up against 
it already, but Joseph then had Hein-
rich Klaasen caught two balls after 
Hendricks’ departure and sent a 
delivery smashing into Wayne Par-
nell’s stumps two balls after that to 
set up the victory.

With his team needing 26 off the 
last over, South Africa captain Aiden 
Markram (35 not out off 18 balls) hit 
three fours and the home team took 
18 off the last six deliveries but still 
came up short.

West Indies posted its strong total 
thanks largely to an unbroken stand 
of 59 off 26 balls for the ninth wicket 
between Joseph and Romario Shep-
herd.

The tourists were 161-8 and fading 
when those two came together, but 
Shepherd thumped 44 not out off 22 
balls with two fours and three sixes.

Joseph played a supporting role 
with his 14 not out and their half-
century stand right at the end of the 
West Indies innings gave the game a 
different complexion and South Af-
rica too much to do.

West Indies rebounded after los-
ing to a record-breaking South Af-
rica run chase in the second T20.

Elena hits 10 aces in Miami
for 12th consecutive victory

Khachanov ousts No. 2 seed Tsitsipas

MIAMI GARDENS, Fla., 
March 29, (AP): Reign-
ing Wimbledon champion 
Elena Rybakina extended 
her winning streak to 12 
matches by delivering 10 
aces - her fourth consecu-
tive outing with at least 
that many - in a 6-3, 6-0 
victory over 25th-seeded 
Martina Trevisan in the 
Miami Open quarterfi nals.

Rybakina has 46 aces through 
four matches at the hard-court 
tournament in Florida and a WTA-
leading 201 this season. 

The 23-year-old, who represents 
Kazakhstan, improved to 20-4 in 2023, 
including a run to the Australian Open 
final in January and a title at Indian 
Wells, California, last week.

She is trying to become only the fifth 
player to win the women’s trophies at 
Indian Wells and Miami in the same 
season. Top-ranked Iga Swiatek did it 
a year ago; she withdrew from Miami 
this time because of a rib injury. 

“Of course it would be amazing 
to achieve something like that,” the 
10th-seeded Rybakina said about the 
prospect of completing what’s known 
as the Sunshine Double, “but it’s still 
far away.”

So far in Rybakina’s career, 13 of 
her 18 semifinal appearances have 
come on hard courts. She will face No. 
3 Jessica Pegula for a berth in the fi-
nal after the American fought off two 
match points and outlasted No. 27 An-
astasia Potapova 4-6, 6-3, 7-6 (2) in a 
match that ended just before 1:30 a.m. 
after play had been delayed by rain.

“I haven’t been that physically tired 
in just a really long time,” Pegula said. 
“Just the humidity was taking so much 
out of me, and I haven’t been able to 
play in humidity like that in a while. It 
was just really tough, so really, it was 
just pure will.” 

Trevisan reached the French Open 
semifinals in 2022.

In fourth-round men’s action Tues-
day, No. 2 seed Stefanos Tsitsipas was 
beaten 7-6 (4), 6-4 by No. 14 Karen 
Khachanov, while defending cham-
pion Carlos Alcaraz, Taylor Fritz and 
Jannik Sinner all beat seeded oppo-
nents in straight sets.

Alcaraz, who returned to No. 1 in 
the ATP rankings last week, got past 
Australian Open semifinalist Tom-
my Paul 6-4, 6-4 to set up a meeting 
against Fritz, the top-ranked American 
man and seeded ninth in Miami.

Fritz compiled twice as many win-
ners, 22, as unforced errors, 11, and 
only dropped serve once during a 6-3, 
6-4 victory over No. 7 Holger Rune. 
That put Fritz into his first quarterfinal 
in seven appearances in Miami - and 
his first matchup against Alcaraz, a 
19-year-old from Spain who won the 
U.S. Open in September for his first 
Grand Slam title.

“I’m really excited for it,” Fritz said. 
“I think that a lot of people are really 
excited for that, too.”

No. 10 Sinner eliminated No. 6 An-
drey Rublev 6-2, 6-4 and has yet to 
drop a set in the tournament. 

Sinner’s next opponent will be un-
seeded Emil Ruusuvuori, a 4-6, 6-4, 
7-5 winner against No. 26 Botic van de 
Zandschulp.

No. 4 Daniil Medvedev, forced to 
start late and off his scheduled court 
after the rain, beat Quentin Halys 6-4, 
6-2. He will face American Chris-
topher Eubanks, who edged Adrian 
Mannarino in a pair of tiebreakers. 

Jannik Sinner of Italy returns to Andrey Rublev during the Miami Open tennis tournament in Miami Gardens, Fla. 
(AP)

Klinsmann still awaits first win as Uruguay edge SKorea

Messi surpasses 100 career goals for Argentina
SANTIAGO DEL ESTERO, Argen-
tina, March 29, (AP): Lionel Messi 
has surpassed 100 career goals for 
Argentina with three in the fi rst half 
of Tuesday’s international friendly 
against Curacao. 

The 35-year-old Messi opened the 
scoring against the Caribbean team 
in the 20th minute with a right-foot 
shot from the edge of the box to 
reach the milestone 100. 

He added his 101st for Argentina 
with a crossed shot to the right of the 
goalkeeper and 102nd after an easy 
run to score. Argentina was leading 
Curacao 5-0 at halftime, with Nico 
Gonzalez and Enzo Fernandez also 
putting their names on the score-
board.

The Argentine captain trails only 
two players on the list of most goals 
scored for national teams in offi cial 
matches; Portugal’s Cristiano Ron-
aldo, with 122, and Iran’s Ali Daei, 
with 109.

The friendly in Santiago del Es-
tero is Argentina’s second since win-
ning the World Cup title in Decem-
ber. Messi’s team beat Panama 2-0 
in Buenos Aires last week.

❑     ❑     ❑

Jurgen Klinsmann is still wait-
ing for his fi rst win as head coach 
of South Korea after Uruguay tri-
umphed 2-1 in a friendly played at 
the Seoul World Cup Stadium.

The former Germany and U.S. 
coach was appointed last month and 
his fi rst match in charge was a 2-2 
home draw with Colombia last week.

After South Korea progressed 
to the second round of last year’s 
World Cup at the expense of Uru-
guay, the result in Seoul provided 
some measure of revenge for the vis-
iting team.

The meeting between the two teams 

at the World Cup in Qatar ended 0-0 
but it only took Sebastian Coates 10 
minutes to open the scoring for Uru-
guay this time, after he rose above the 
Korean defense to head home a corner 
from Federico Valverde.

Six minutes into the second half, 
midfi elder Hwang In-beom fi red 
home a shot from inside the penalty 
area. But Lazio’s Matias Vecino 
grabbed the winner in the 63rd, scor-
ing from close range after goalkeep-
er Cho Hyun-woo parried a Joaquin 
Piquerez free-kick.

With six minutes remaining, Kim 
Young-gwon headed home but the 
goal was ruled out for a foul on the 
goalkeeper.

Lee Kang-in had a productive 
game in midfi eld, creating some 

chances including the opportunity 
for Kim, allowing Klinsmann to put 
a positive spin on the game.

“Kang-in, I think, is a very, very 
special talent, and they only could 
stop him with fouls,” Klinsmann 
was quoted saying by South Korea’s 
Yonhap news agency. “Because it’s 
a friendly game, they didn’t want to 
give too many yellow cards.”

For his part, Lee can already see 
the benefi ts of the new coach’s ap-
proach.

“Coach Klinsmann loves an aggres-
sive brand of football, and we’re still 
in the process of learning his ways,” 
Lee said. “We will have more impor-
tant matches coming up, and I think a 
match like today’s will help us then.”

Japan and Australia, which also 
reached the second round of the 
2022 World Cup, fell to home de-
feats against South American oppo-
sition.

Despite taking a third-minute lead 
in Osaka against Colombia thanks to 
a powerful header from Brighton’s 
in-form winger Kaoru Mitoma, Ja-
pan was beaten 2-1.

Colombia equalized just after the 
half-hour through Aston Villa’s Jhon 
Duran before Rafael Borre sealed 
the victory with a spectacular over-
head kick on 61 minutes 

Just four days after beating Ec-
uador 3-1 in Sydney, Australia lost 
to the same opposition 2-1 in Mel-
bourne.

Brandon Borrello put the Soc-
ceroos ahead after 16 minutes but 
two second-half goals, the fi rst a Per-
vis Estupinan penalty and the second 
from William Pacho after 65, gave 
Ecuador the win.

Argentina’s Enzo Fernandez cel-
ebrates scoring against Curacao 
during an international friendly soc-
cer match in Santiago del Estero, 

Argentina. (AP)

West Indies’s batsman Raymon 
Reifer plays a shot during the final 
T20 cricket match between South 
Africa and West Indies, at Wan-
derers stadium, in Johannesburg, 

South Africa. (AP)

President of Angers steps down

Saudi Arabia head coach quits
RIYADH, March 29, (AP): Hervé Re-
nard has quit as coach of Saudi Ara-
bia’s national team amid reports he 
is set to take over France’s women’s 
team. 

The Saudi national team on Tues-
day said it had agreed to terminate 
Renard’s contract, ending a four-year 
spell in charge that was highlighted by 
a win over eventual champion Argen-
tina in the group stage of the World 
Cup in Qatar last year. 

The 54-year-old French coach did 
not announce his future plans but 
he thanked the 
Saudi people 
and said he was 
“very proud to 
have been able to 
show to the world 
the progress and 
a good image of 
the Saudi foot-
ball.”

“It’s time for 
me to fl y to an 
other horizon 
but with (these) 
memories engraved in me,” Renard 
wrote on Twitter. 

In a video message posted on the 
Saudi team’s Twitter page, Renard re-
fl ected on the win over Argentina by 
saying: “I think it will stay forever in 
the memory of the Saudi people.”

“This experience was amazing, with 
a lot of support,” he added. 

Reports in France have said Renard is 
in line to coach the French women’s team 
at this year’s World Cup, which kicks off 
in July in Australia and New Zealand. 

❑     ❑     ❑

Angers president Said Chabane has 
stepped down to make way for his son 
at the helm of the struggling French 
league club.

Angers said in statement Wednes-
day that Chabane, who is facing sexual 
assault accusations, resigned on March 
21 to offer his position to Romain Cha-
bane.

With 10 matches left to play this 
season, Angers is in last place in the 
league standings and is expected to be 
relegated to the second division.

It has been a rocky month for An-
gers after coach Abdel Bouhazama 

also resigned after he appeared to 
downplay sexual harassment.

❑     ❑     ❑

Indonesia could lose its chance to 
host a global youth soccer tournament, 
and its chance to qualify for the 2026 
World Cup, after refusing to welcome 
a team from Israel.

FIFA canceled an important pre-
paratory step after regional gover-
nors and protesters demanded Israel’s 
team be excluded, and the tournament, 
planned for May 20-June 11, appears 
to be on hold.

The offi cial draw for group assign-
ments in the Under-20 World Cup, 
was supposed to take place in Bali Fri-
day, but FIFA canceled the event after 
the island’s governor, Wayan Koster, 
called for a ban on the Israeli team 
playing there.

The Israeli team, which will partici-
pate in the Under-20 world tournament 
for the fi rst time, had been expected to 
be based in Bali, home to one of the six 
stadiums scheduled to be used for the 
tournament.

The Israel-Palestinian confl ict is an 
emotional issue in the world’s most 
populous Muslim-majority nation, 
whose 277 million people broadly 
support the Palestinian cause both for 
religious reasons and an anti-colonial 
tradition that dates back to the coun-
try’s independence. With a presiden-
tial election coming up next year, the 
governing Indonesian Democratic Par-
ty of Struggle, widely known as PDIP, 
is wary of controversy.

In March 2022, an Israeli delegation 
attended the Interparliamentary Union 
in Bali, a majority Hindu province.

FIFA, soccer’s world governing body, 
has not commented on the situation or a 
reported offer from Argentina to stage the 
event. If local authorities fail to resolve 
the hosting issues over Israel, Indonesia 
risks being suspended by FIFA and could 
miss the Asian qualifying rounds for the 
2026 World Cup, which will begin this 
October. Indonesia has not made it to the 
World Cup since 1934, when it competed 
as a Dutch colony.

Renard

SOCCER

SOCCER

TENNIS

CRICKET

BASEBALL



SPORTS
ARAB TIMES, THURSDAY, MARCH 30, 2023

15

Teams reject proposal

No replay booth reviews
PHOENIX, March 29, (AP): There will be no assist 
from the replay booth when it comes to the NFL’s 
roughing the passer rule.

The league’s 32 teams declined to adopt a pro-
posal from the Los Angeles Rams that would have 
allowed coaches to ask for a replay booth review 
of the often-controversial call. It was one of several 
potential changes discussed at the league’s annual 
meetings on Tuesday.

Rich McKay - the NFL’s Competition Commit-
tee chairman - said the league’s brief 2019 experi-
ment that allowed replay booth review of pass in-

terference calls weighed heavily in the process. The 
rule was reversed in 2020 and highlighted the tricky 
nature of reviewing judgment calls on the fi eld.

“There are a lot of issues that go into it,” said 
McKay, who is also the Atlanta Falcons CEO. “It is 
a dramatic and almost drastic change of offi ciating, 
taking it from the fi eld, up to the booth. 

“It wasn’t a long discussion and then we voted 
and it did not pass.”

The list of changes on Tuesday was relatively 
minor. Among them: Tightening rules on helmet 
blows by eliminating the “butt, ram, spear” lan-
guage that McKay said allowed several players to 
escape fi nes.

Also, most NFL players now have a new choice 
when selecting their jersey number - zero.

All players - excluding offensive and defensive 
linemen - can now select No. 0 if they choose. 

Offensive linemen are still limited to the numbers 
between 50 and 79 while defensive linemen can se-
lect any number from 50 to 79 or 90 to 99.

New Jaguars receiver Calvin Ridley announced 
he would be among those who would wear No. 0 
next season. 

One of the more interesting rules suggestions was 
tabled. The Eagles had submitted a proposal that 
would permit a team to maintain possession of the 
ball after a score by substituting one offensive play 
- a fourth-and-20 attempt from the kicking team’s 
20-yard line - in lieu of an onside kickoff attempt.

“There’s not an appetite, yet, to have the onside 
kick go away,” McKay said. “I think what people 
would rather talk about is ways to get the rate of 
recovery up.”

McKay said that historically, onside kicks have 
about a 13-14% success rate, but that number was 
down to 4% during the 2022 season.

Also of note: The use of the guardian cap - a pad-
ded addition that fi ts over a regular football helmet 
- will be expanded during the preseason to include 
running backs and fullbacks. Last season, offensive 
and defensive linemen, linebackers and tight ends 
used the cap.

The cap’s use will also be expanded to the regular 
season during practices that include contact.

FOOTBALL

Predators win 2-1 to ‘snap’ 
Bruins’ winning streak at 7

Detroit Red Wings center Andrew Copp (18) and Pittsburgh Penguins center Jeff Carter (77) battle for the puck in the second 
period of an NHL hockey game in Detroit. (AP)

NHL Results/Standings

WASHINGTON, March 29, (AP): Results and standings from the NHL games on Tuesday.

Philadelphia 3 Montreal 2
N.Y. Rangers 6 Columbus 2
Tampa Bay 4 Carolina 0
Nashville 2 Boston 1
Detroit 7 Pittsburgh 4

St. Louis 6 Vancouver, OT 5
Dallas 4 Chicago 1
Calgary 2 Los Angeles 1
Edmonton 7 Vegas 4
San Jose 3 Winnipeg 0

Eastern Conference
East Division 

 P W L OT Pts GF GA
y-Boston 74 57 12 5 119 276 159
x-Toronto 73 44 20 9 97 251 203
Tampa Bay 75 43 26 6 92 257 230
Florida 74 36 31 7 79 257 256
Buffalo 73 35 31 7 77 261 271
Ottawa 74 36 33 5 77 236 240
Detroit 73 32 32 9 73 216 242
Montreal 75 30 39 6 66 217 276

Central Division 
 P W L OT Pts GF GA
x-Carolina 73 47 17 9 103 241 192
x-New Jersey 74 46 20 8 100 257 206
x-N.Y. Rangers 74 44 20 10 98 253 200
N.Y. Islanders 75 38 28 9 85 224 206
Pittsburgh 74 36 28 10 82 239 243
Washington 74 34 32 8 76 236 231
Philadelphia 73 29 32 12 70 198 238
Columbus 73 23 43 7 53 198 291

Western Conference
West Division 

 P W L OT Pts GF GA
Minnesota 74 43 22 9 95 224 199
Colorado 73 44 23 6 94 245 201
Dallas 74 40 20 14 94 255 205
Winnipeg 75 41 31 3 85 222 212
Nashville 73 37 28 8 82 206 217
St. Louis 74 34 34 6 74 242 273
Arizona 75 27 35 13 67 211 262
Chicago 74 24 44 6 54 180 266

North Division 
 P W L OT Pts GF GA
Vegas 74 46 22 6 98 246 212
Los Angeles 74 43 21 10 96 259 238
Edmonton 75 43 23 9 95 298 255
Seattle 73 40 25 8 88 254 236
Calgary 75 34 26 15 83 240 233
Vancouver 74 34 34 6 74 256 276
Anaheim 74 23 41 10 56 190 302
San Jose 74 20 39 15 55 212 286

Flames edge past Kings

BOSTON, March 29, (AP): 
Juuse Saros stopped 35 shots, 
Cody Glass scored late in the 
second period and the Nash-
ville Predators beat NHL-best 
Boston 2-1 on Tuesday night, 
halting the Bruins’ seven-game 
winning streak.

Chasing the Western Conference’s 
eighth and fi nal playoff spot, the Preda-
tors won for just the third time in eight 
games. Former Bruins defenseman Jer-
emy Lauzon added an empty-netter late 
in the third.

Boston’s David Pastrnak scored his 52nd 
with less than a second left in the game.

Linus Ullmark made 21 saves for Boston, 
which suffered only its fourth regulation loss 
at home (30-4-3).

The Predators and Bruins wore helmet 
stickers and held a moment of silence to 
show support for The Covenant School in 
Nashville, Tennessee, after a shooting there 
Monday claimed the lives of three 9-year-
old students and three adult staffers.

Lightning 4, Hurricanes 0
In Raleigh, Brayden Point had two goals 

and an assist and Tampa Bay snapped a four-
game losing streak.

Andrei Vasilevskiy made 29 saves, in-
cluding 12 in the third period, for his third 
shutout of the season.

Steven Stamkos added a goal and an assist 
as the Lightning wrapped up a four-game 
road stretch with a much-needed result to 
stay in good position to reach the playoffs. 
Alex Killorn scored an empty-net goal with 
4:21 remaining.

Pyotr Kochetkov made 17 saves as the 
Hurricanes lost for the third time in four 
games (1-2-1). Carolina was blanked for the 
third time in a 10-game stretch.

Flames 2, Kings 1
In Calgary, Jacob Markstrom made 32 

saves to backstop Calgary to a critical vic-
tory over the red-hot Los Angeles Kings.

Andrew Mangiapane and Walker Duehr 
scored for Calgary, which won its second 
consecutive game and improves to 7-3-2 in 
their last dozen outings. The Flames moved 
within two points of the Winnipeg Jets, who 
occupy the fi nal wild-card berth in the West-
ern Conference.

Sean Durzi had the lone goal for Los An-
geles, which had scored 19 goals in its previ-
ous three games. The Kings have been the 
NHL’s hottest team, entering the night on a 
franchise-record 12-game point streak (10-
0-2). Los Angeles is two points behind fi rst-
place Vegas and one up on Edmonton in the 
Pacifi c Division.

Oilers 7, Golden Knights 4
In Las Vegas, Ryan Nugent-Hopkins tied 

a career high with fi ve points, and Edmon-
ton’s top-ranked power play scored three 
goals as the Oilers beat Vegas to tighten the 
Pacifi c Division race.

The Oilers, who extended their point 
streak to eight games, have 95 points and are 
three behind fi rst-place Vegas. Los Angeles 
remains in second place with 96 points.

Edmonton cooled off a Golden Knights 
team that had won four games in a row and 
eight of nine. The Oilers also prevented Ve-
gas from clinching a playoff spot.

Nugent-Hopkins helped make sure of it 
with a goal and four assists. His only other 
fi ve-point game occurred Nov. 19, 2011, 
when he had fi ve assists against Chicago.

He was one of three Oilers with multiple 
points. Connor McDavid had three assists 
and Leon Draisaitl a goal and an assist. Mc-

David leads the NHL with 143 points and 
83 assists.

The Oilers also got goals from Evan 
Bouchard, Darnell Nurse, Evander Kane, 
Zach Hyman and Brett Kulak. Edmonton’s 
power play went 3 for 3 in just 2:55 of total 
time, and Stuart Skinner made 19 saves.

Jonathan Marchessault had two goals for 
the Knights, and William Karlsson and Mi-
chael Amadio each scored once. 

Rangers 6, Blue Jackets 2
In New York, Filip Chytil, Vladimir Tara-

senko and Patrick Kane scored early and 
Igor Shesterkin made 28 saves as the New 
York Rangers beat the hapless Columbus 
Blue Jackets.

Artemi Panarin, Mika Zibanejad and Vin-
cent Trocheck also had goals for the Rang-
ers, who clinched a playoff berth on their 
day off Monday and then won for the sev-
enth time in eight games. They are 9-1-1 in 
their last 11 and moved two points behind 
second-place New Jersey in the Metropoli-
tan Division. They play the Devils on Thurs-
day in Newark.

Rookie forward Kirill Marchenko put the 
Blue Jackets on the board at 11:45 of the fi rst 
with his 20th goal before Johnny Gaudreau 
narrowed the defi cit to 3-2 at 19:31 with his 
19th goal. Columbus has the fewest points in 
the Eastern Conference, while dealing with a 
rash of injuries to key players. 

Stars 4, Blackhawks 1
In Chicago, Tyler Seguin, Colin Miller, 

Joe Pavelski and Luke Glendening scored as 
Dallas topped the skidding Chicago Black-
hawks.

Dallas climbed into a second-place tie 
with idle Colorado in the tight Central Divi-
sion, one point behind fi rst-place Minnesota.

Jake Oettinger lost a bid for his fi fth shut-
out when Tyler Johnson popped in a loose 
rebound at 10:33 of the third period. Oet-
tinger made 17 saves.

Alex Stalock stopped 26 of 30 shots be-
fore being assessed a game misconduct 
penalty with 3:37 left. Petr Mrazek replaced 
him.

Red Wings 7, Penguins 4
In Detroit, David Perron had a hat trick 

in the third period and Detroit overcame 
the ejection of coach Derek Lalonde to beat 
Pittsburgh.

Lalonde was assessed a game misconduct 
during the second period. He profanely ar-
gued after unsuccessfully challenging Pitts-
burgh’s third goal on a claim of goalie in-
terference.

Detroit squandered an early three-goal 
lead and won for just the fourth time in 16 
games.

Jonatan Berggren, Andrew Copp, 
Dominik Kubalik and Dylan Larkin also 
scored for Detroit. Alex Nedeljkovic, play-
ing in his 100th game, made 35 saves.

Jason Zucker, Jake Guentzel, Jeff Carter 
and Josh Archibald scored for Pittsburgh, 
which holds the second wild-card spot in 
the Eastern Conference, and Casey DeSmith 
stopped 18 shots.

Sharks 3, Jets 0
In San Jose, James Reimer earned his third 

shutout of the season as San Jose blanked 
Winnipeg to halt a nine-game losing streak.

Reimer stopped 41 shots, including a div-
ing paddle save in the second period. Noah 
Gregor, Kevin Labanc and Martin Kaut 
scored for the Sharks, who had dropped 14 
of 15.  The only victory in that stretch also 
came against the Jets, a 3-2 win at Winnipeg 
in overtime March 6.

Connor Hellebuyck made 26 saves for the 
Jets, who went 0 for 3 on the power play.

Winnipeg holds the second wild-card spot 
in the Western Conference by two points 
over Calgary and three over Nashville, 
which has two games in hand.

Blues 6, Canucks 5, OT
In St. Louis, Jakub Vrana scored two 

goals, including the game-winner 28 sec-
onds into overtime, and the Blues improved 
to 5-1-1 in their past seven.

Pavel Buchnevich, Alexey Toropchenko, 
Justin Faulk and Robert Thomas also scored 
for the Blues.

Andrei Kuzmenko and Quinn Hughes 
scored two goals apiece, and Brock Boeser 
added a goal and two assists for the Canucks.

Jordan Binnington stopped 32 shots for 
St. Louis, which improved to 4-0-2 against 
the Canucks. Vancouver’s Thatcher Demko 
fell to 2-2-1 lifetime against the Blues with 

San Jose Sharks defenseman Erik 
Karlsson (65) is defended by Winnipeg 
Jets center Mason Appleton (22) dur-
ing the second period of an NHL hockey 

game in San Jose, Calif. (AP)

ICE HOCKEY

25 saves.
Flyers 3, Canadiens 2

In Philadelphia, Morgan Frost scored his 
second goal of the game with 2:15 left in 
the third period and Philadelphia wrapped a 
seven-game homestand at 5-1-1.

Frost gave the Flyers a 1-0 lead in the sec-
ond period with a goal just as the power play 
expired and he clinched their fourth straight 
win off a 2-on-1 effort for his 16th goal of 
the season and a 2-1 lead. Owen Tippett 
added an empty-netter. Felix Sandstrom had 
27 saves for the Flyers in place of injured 
goalie Carter Hart.
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SportsCanada midfi elder Stephen Eus-
táquio (7) and Honduras midfi elder 
Kevin Lopez (14) battle for the ball 
during the fi rst half of a CONCACAF 
Nations League soccer match in 
Toronto. Canada won 4-1. (AP)

Scotland upset Spain as Swiss & 
Romania continue perfect starts

Croatia win

GLASGOW, Scotland, 
March 29, (AP): Scott Mc-
Tominay scored twice as 
Scotland upset Spain 2-0 in 
qualifying for the Europe-
an Championship , its fi rst 
win in 39 years over one 
of soccer’s biggest heavy-
weights.

McTominay’s goals came after 
he also scored two in a 3-0 win 
over Cyprus on Saturday and end-
ed Spain’s 19-game unbeaten run 

in European qualifi ers. The result 
also puts Scotland top of Group A 
with six points from two games.

Mateo Kovacić also scored twice 
as Croatia defeated Turkey 2-0 away 
for its fi rst win in Group D. 

Romania and Switzerland both 
won in Group I, continuing their per-
fect starts.

A look at the Euro 2024 qualifying 
games across Europe on Tuesday:

Spain’s players were warned after 
McTominay scored two late goals in 
Scotland’s opening win over Cyprus.

But few expected him to do it 
again Tuesday against a team that 
had not lost a European qualify-
ing game since a 2-1 loss to Slova-
kia ahead of the 2016 tournament. 
Spain had not lost to Scotland since 
Maurice Johnston scored two and 
Kenny Dalglish added another in a 
3-1 World Cup qualifi er in Novem-
ber 1984. 

New Spain coach Luis de la 
Fuente made eight changes to the 
lineup to the team that started Euro 
2024 qualifying with a 3-0 win over 
Norway. Joselu went closest for 
the visitors when his header hit the 
crossbar midway through the fi rst 
half. 

Georgia and Norway drew 1-1 in 
the other group game.

Croatia was forced to rely on goal-
keeper Dominik Livaković to deny 
Turkey’s Cengiz Ünder and Kerem 
Aktürkoğlu early on in Bursa. 

Kovacić opened the scoring from 
close range in the 20th and nabbed 
the second just before the break.

Kieffer Moore scored just before 
halftime for Wales to beat 1-0 in the 
other group game.

 Switzerland earned a 3-0 win 
at home over Israel, giving coach 
Murat Yakin his second qualifying 

SOCCER

PAS touts Kuwait winning of bronze
KUWAIT CITY, March 28, (KUNA): 
Deputy Director-General of Public 
Authority for Sport (PAS) Bashar Ab-
dullah bronze medal won by the Ku-
waiti team at the 2023 International 
Ice Hockey Federation (IIHF) World 
Championship, Division IV, in Mon-
golia, is a great achievement in the his-

tory of the game in Kuwait.
The well-deserved victory, given 

the fi erce competition, is the fruit of 
relentless efforts by Kuwait Winter 
Games Club to promote the game 
over the past years, Abdullah told re-
porters on Tuesday after receiving the 
team.

Wales’ Ethan Ampadu (right), and Latvia’s Roberts Uldrikis battle for the ball during the Euro 2024 qualifying group D match between Wales and Latvia at the Cardiff City Stadium, Cardiff. (AP)

Senegal, SA qualify for Afcon
CAPE TOWN, South Africa, March 
29, (AP): Defending champion Sen-
egal and South Africa became the 
latest teams to qualify for the Af-
rican Cup of Nations and a second 
goal in two games from Mohamed 
Salah helped put Egypt a point away 
from reaching the tournament. 

Senegal registered a fourth win in 
four games in Group L after Sadio 
Mané set up Boulaye Dia’s 18th-
minute goal in a 1-0 victory over 
Mozambique, giving the Senegalese 
a chance to defend their title next 
year in Ivory 
Coast.

Mané missed 
an open goal 
with a header 
with about a 
minute to play, a 
chance to extend 
his record as his 
country’s lead-
ing scorer, but it 
didn’t matter as 
Senegal held on 
for the win.

South Africa’s chances hung by 
a thread after it blew a 2-0 lead at 
home against Liberia to draw 2-2 
last week, but Bafana Bafana won 
Tuesday’s return game 2-1 in Mon-
rovia. Midfi elder Mihlali Mayamb-
ela sent South Africa to the African 
Cup in just his fourth appearance for 
his country when he forced a loose 
ball in from close range early in the 
second half to break a 1-1 deadlock.

That led to South Africa coach 
Hugo Broos celebrating joyously 
on the sidelines at the end, a stark 
contrast to his gloom four days ago 
when South Africa threw away its 
lead at home against Liberia and 
Broos stormed off the fi eld at the fi -

nal whistle.
Morocco had already qualifi ed 

from Group K, with South Af-
rica clinching the other place in the 
group. Algeria has also already qual-
ifi ed for the 24-team African Cup. 

Egypt is close to joining them af-
ter Salah scored again in a 4-0 win 
in Malawi to keep his team top of 
Group D and needing just one draw 
from its last two qualifi ers; away 
against Guinea in June and at home 
to Ethiopia in September.

Salah, who scored the opener in a 
2-0 home win over Malawi last week, 
scored the second goal this time and 
Tarek Hamed, Omar Marmoush and 
Ahmed Sayed were also on target.

Namibia produced the big surprise 

of the day by beating fi ve-time Afri-
can champions Cameroon 2-1, a re-
sult that puts Namibia top of Group 
C, a point ahead of Cameroon.

The African Cup was supposed to 
be played in June and July this year 
but was postponed to January-Febru-
ary 2024 by the Confederation of Af-
rican Football because of fears that 
Ivory Coast’s midyear rainy season 
would spoil the tournament.

The African Cup returning to its 
January-February slot is likely to 
cause more friction with top Eu-
ropean clubs, who will again lose 
their best African players midway 
through their seasons.

The last African Cup in Cameroon 
in 2022 was also meant to be played 
in June-July to avoid a clash with 
the European season but was also 
moved to the start of the year be-
cause of Cameroon’s monsoon rains.

Dia

SOCCER

victory from two games after its 5-0 
win over Belarus in Serbia on Sat-
urday.

Romania defeated Belarus 2-1 to 
maintain its winning start, while Ko-
sovo and Andorra drew 1-1.

Kevin De Bruyne steered Belgium 
to a 3-2 friendly win over Germany 
in new coach Domenico Tedesco’s 
return home.

De Bruyne set up both opening 
goals then sealed the victory just as 
Germany was threatening an equal-
izer after recovering from a very 
poor opening half hour.

It gave Tedesco, the former Leip-
zig and Schalke coach, a second 
win from his fi rst two games after 
his team started Euro 2024 qualify-
ing with a 3-0 win in Sweden last 
week.

Warriors move up to sixth in crowded West standings

Hawks edge Cavs, help Bucks clinch Central title
ATLANTA, March 29, (AP): De-
jounte Murray sank three free throws 
with 2:14 remaining to give Atlanta 
the lead and added a fall-away jump-
er with less than a minute left to lead 
the Hawks to a 120-118 win over the 
short-handed Cleveland Cavaliers on 
Tuesday night.

Murray led Atlanta with 29 points 
and Onyeka Okongwu added a sea-
son-high 21. The Hawks remained 
tied with Toronto, which beat Mi-
ami 106-92 on Tuesday night, for 
the eighth-best record in the Eastern 
Conference.

The Cavaliers held out start-
ing forward Isaac Okoro (left knee 
soreness) and center Jarrett Allen 
(strained right groin) and were led 
by Donovan Mitchell’s 44 points. 
Mitchell, who surpassed 10,000 ca-
reer points, tied LeBron James’ Cav-
aliers record of10 games of 40-or-
more points in a season.

With Atlanta’s win, NBA- and 
Eastern Conference-leading Mil-
waukee clinched the Central Divi-
sion title.

Warriors 120, Pelicans 109
In San Francisco, Stephen Curry 

had 39 points with eight 3-pointers, 
eight rebounds and eight assists, Jor-
dan Poole added 21 points and Gold-
en State rallied past New Orleans.

Klay Thompson scored 17 and hit 
fi ve 3s to set a single-season career 
high of 278, which leads the NBA. 
Draymond Green was whistled for 
a double technical for tussling with 
Brandon Ingram late in the second 
quarter - and Green’s foul was up-
graded to a Flagrant 1. He already 
served a one-game suspension 
March 17 at Atlanta for his 16th 
technical.

The Warriors moved up a spot into 
sixth place in the crowded Western 
Conference standings, a half-game 
up on Minnesota and 1 1/2 games 
ahead of New Orleans. The top six 
teams are guaranteed playoff berths.

Ingram had 26 points, eight re-
bounds and seven assists, Trey Mur-
phy III scored 21 points and CJ Mc-
Collum added 15 for the Pelicans, 
who came in riding a fi ve-game win-
ning streak.

Grizzlies 113, Magic 108
In Memphis, Desmond Bane 

scored 31 points and made 8 of 10 
free throws down the stretch, leading 
Memphis past Orlando.

Bane’s free throws thwarted a 

last-minute rush by the Magic, led 
by Franz Wagner, who ended up 
with 25 points, including nine in the 
fi nal 1:10.

Xavier Tillman had 20 points for 
Memphis, while Luke Kennard and 
Jaren Jackson Jr. fi nished with 16 
points apiece. Jackson added 10 re-
bounds and three blocks.

Ja Morant, the Grizzlies’ leading 
scorer, sat out the fi rst night of a 
back-to-back with right thigh sore-
ness.

Paolo Banchero fi nished with 24 
points and Wendell Carter Jr. added 
14 for the Magic.

Hornets 137, Thunder 134
In Oklahoma City, P.J. Wash-

ington scored 22 of his career-high 
43 points in the fourth quarter, and 
Charlotte rallied to beat Oklahoma 
City for its third straight win.

Three Thunder players scored ca-
reer highs - Isaiah Joe with 33 points 
and Josh Giddey and Jalen Williams 
with 31 each. But Williams and Gid-
dey each missed one of two free 
throws in the fi nal 16 seconds, and 
Williams missed a 3-pointer at the 
buzzer that would have forced over-
time.

It was a potentially costly loss 
for Oklahoma City. The Thunder 
were looking to strengthen their 
position in the Western Conference 
play-in race despite being short-

handed. Oklahoma City guard Shai 
Gilgeous-Alexander, who entered 
the day fourth in the league aver-
aging 31.3 points per game, sat out 
with a sprained left ankle.

Charlotte was short-handed, too. 
Terry Rozier (right foot discom-
fort) and Kelly Oubre (strained right 
shoulder) sat out for the third straight 
game and Dennis Smith (sprained 
right toe) also did not play.

Raptors 106, Heat 92
In Toronto, Pascal Siakam scored 

26 points, Scottie Barnes had 22 
points and a career-high 12 assists 
and Toronto beat Miami.

O.G. Anunoby scored 22 points, 
and Precious Achiuwa and Fred 
VanVleet each had 12 as Toronto 
won for the 10th time in 11 home 
games.

Tyler Herro scored 33 points and 
Bam Adebayo had 21 points and 12 
rebounds as Miami lost its second 
straight. The Heat are 15-22 on the 
road.

Miami played without leading 
scorer Jimmy Butler, who sat be-
cause of a sore neck. 

Wizards 130, Celtics 111
In Washington, Kristaps Porzingis 

had 32 points and 13 rebounds, and 
Washington boosted its fl ickering 
postseason hopes with a victory over 
Boston.

The Wizards, playing with-
out Bradley Beal (left knee sore-
ness) and Kyle Kuzma (right ankle 
sprain), pulled within 2 1/2 games of 

Chicago for the fi nal play-in spot in 
the Eastern Conference. Washington 
has six games remaining in the regu-
lar season.

The Celtics had their three-game 
winning streak snapped. Jayson Tat-
um led Boston with 28 points, and 
Jaylen Brown contributed 18 points.

Deni Avdija matched a career 
high with 25 points and added 10 re-
bounds for Washington. Monte Mor-
ris scored 19 points.

BASKETBALL

Washington Wizards forward Deni Avdija (9) goes to the basket past Bos-
ton Celtics guard Marcus Smart (36) and center Al Horford, third from left, 

during the fi rst half of an NBA basketball game in Washington. (AP)

NBA Results/Standings

WASHINGTON, March 29, (AP): Re-
sults and standings from the NBA 
games on Tuesday.
Washington 130 Boston 111
Toronto 106 Miami 92
Atlanta 120 Cleveland 118
Memphis 113 Orlando 108
Charlotte 137 Oklahoma City 134
Golden State 120 New Orleans 109

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

 W L Pct GB
x-Boston 52 24 .684 -
x-Philadelphia 49 26 .653 2
New York 43 33 .566 9
Brooklyn 40 35 .533 11
Toronto 38 38 .500 14

Southeast Division
 W L Pct GB
Miami 40 36 .526 -
Atlanta 38 38 .500 2
Washington 34 42 .447 6
Orlando 32 44 .421 8
Charlotte 26 51 .338 14

Central Division
 W L Pct GB
x-Milwaukee 54 21 .720 -
x-Cleveland 48 29 .623 7
Chicago 36 39 .480 18
Indiana 33 43 .434 21
Detroit 16 59 .213 38

Western Conference
Southwest Division

 W L Pct GB
y-Memphis 48 27 .640 -
New Orleans 38 38 .500 10
Dallas 37 39 .487 11
San Antonio 19 56 .253 29
Houston 18 58 .237 30

Northwest Division
 W L Pct GB
y-Denver 51 24 .680 -
Minnesota 39 37 .513 12
Oklahoma City 37 39 .487 14
Utah 35 40 .467 16
Portland 32 43 .427 19

Pacifi c Division
 W L Pct GB
Sacramento 45 30 .600 -
Phoenix 40 35 .533 5
L.A. Clippers 40 36 .526 5
Golden State 40 37 .519 6
L.A. Lakers 37 38 .493 8
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