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GLOBAL RESCUE EFFORT HITS GROUND

Quake toll over 11,000 ... hope fades
Erdogan tours tent city

GAZIANTEP, Turkey, Feb 8, (AP): With 
the hope of finding survivors fading, 
stretched rescue teams in Turkey and Syria 
searched Wednesday for signs of life in the 
rubble of thousands of buildings toppled by 
a catastrophic earthquake. The confirmed 
death toll from the world’s deadliest quake 
in more than a decade passed 11,000.

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan toured 
a “tent city” in hard-hit Kahramanmaras where peo-
ple forced from their homes were living. Amid calls 
for his government to send more help to the disaster 
zone, Erdogan conceded initial shortfalls in the re-
sponse to Monday’s 7.8 magnitude quake but vowed 
no one would “be left in the streets.”

Search teams from more than two dozen countries have 
joined tens of thousands of local emergency personnel on 
the ground in Syria and Turkey. But the scale of destruc-
tion from the earthquake and its powerful aftershocks was 
so immense and spread over such a wide area, including 
places isolated by Syria’s ongoing civil war, that many 
people were still awaiting help. 

Experts said the survival window for those trapped under 
the rubble of collapsed buildings or otherwise unable to ac-
cess water, food, protection from the elements or medical 
attention was closing rapidly. At the same time, they said it 
was too soon to abandon hope for more rescues. 

“The first 72 hours are considered to be critical as the 
condition of people trapped and injured can deteriorate 
quickly and become fatal if they are not rescued and given 
medical attention in time,” Steven Godby, a natural haz-
ards expert at Nottingham Trent University in England. 

Rescuers at times used excavators in their searches 
and picked gingerly through debris at other points to lo-
cate survivors or the dead. With thousands of buildings 
toppled, it was not clear how many people might still be 
caught in the rubble.

LONDON: The head of the Unit-
ed Nations nuclear watchdog 
has underscored the urgency of 
resuscitating diplomatic efforts 
to limit Iran’s nuclear program, 
saying the situation could quickly 
worsen if negotiations fail.

Rafael Mariano Grossi, di-
rector general of the International 
Atomic Energy Agency, said the 
diplomatic effort “is not at its best 
point,” but it wasn’t his place to 
declare whether the process was 
“dead or alive.” However, he said 
progress is not impossible.

“I hope to be able to re-set, 
restore, reinforce that indispen-
sable dialogue,” he said during a 
discussion at the Chatham House 
think tank. (AP)

❑     ❑     ❑

RAMALLAH: Two young Pales-
tinians were injured on Wednesday 
by the gunfi re of Israeli occupation 
forces during an aggression on 
Balata refugee camp in the West 
Bank’s northern city of Nablus, 
according to the Health Ministry.

One of the two injured Pales-
tinians was hit by a bullet in his 
head while the other was shot by 
two bullets in his right hand, the 
ministry said in a press statement.

Israeli occupation forces 
launched an incursion into Askar 
refugee camp and its vicinity in 
Nablus City on Tuesday as part of 
its continued detention in occupied 
Palestinian territories. (KUNA)

Charities set
for quake aid
KUWAIT CITY, Feb 8, (Agen-
cies): The Ministry of Social Af-
fairs and Community Develop-
ment has approved applications 
from 30 charities and agencies 
to contribute to a nationwide 
campaign to raise donations for 
quake-affected people in Tur-
kiye.

The Social Affairs Ministry 
has asked the Ministry of De-
fense to help secure a plane to 
transport the emergency aid to 
Turkiye, the Ministry spokes-
person Ahmad Al-Enezi said in 
a press statement Tuesday.

Al-Enezi added that the min-
ister Mai Al-Baghli ordered 
full cooperation and integra-
tion with relevant government 
agencies to accelerate the aid 
dispatching.

The ministry exerts efforts to 
ensure a quick response to the 
emergency to alleviate the suf-
fering of the affected people, 
including the Syrian refugees in 
Turkiye.

Kuwait’s Foreign Minister 
Sheikh Salem Abdullah Al-
Sabah made a phone call, in the 
presence of Minister of the Amiri 
Diwan Affair Sheikh Moham-
mad Abdullah Al-Mubarak Al-
Sabal, with his Turkish coun-
terpart Mevlut Cavusoglu on 
Wednesday.

stc nets KD 33.2mn in ’22

Burgan Bank nets KD 52.1mn

TODAY we are looking in the 
face of our devastating econ-
omy because big companies 
which are worth millions are 
forbidden to invest in real estate 
in Kuwait even in areas such as 
Abraq Khaitan, Farwaniya, or 
Failaka – meaning the land of 
Kuwait is forbidden to be sold 
to foreigners because of which 
they cannot buy shares in Ku-
waiti companies.

We told you, we made Ku-
wait the Garden of Eden, since 
even the head of the Amazon 
company which is worth a tril-
lion dollars, is forbidden to 
own a villa in Sahid Al-Awa-
zem or Al-Murqab. How long 
will this absurdity last?

… Yet, tomorrow is another 
day.

Zahed Matar

Aerial photo shows the destruction in Hatay city center, southern Turkey, Feb. 7, 2023. Search teams and emergency aid from around the world poured into Turkey and Syria on Tuesday as rescuers working in freezing temperatures 
dug – sometimes with their bare hands – through the remains of buildings flattened by a magnitude 7.8 earthquake. The death toll soared above 11,000 and was still expected to rise with collapsed buildings across the region. (AP)

Opinion

THE last Abbasid Caliph Al-Musta’sim Billah 
was known for his love of money and maid ser-
vants, as well as his stinginess in matters over 
the state, the military, and the people.

When a singer saw the caliph in a gleeful 
mood, he took advantage of the situation to ask 
him for land, cattle, and horses.

Al-Musta’sim said, “Instead of land, we will 
give you two, in addition to cattle and a herd 
of horses.”

The next morning, the singer came to meet 
the caliph and reminded him of his promise 
of gifts. The caliph replied, “The words of the 
night are erased by the day, for you have enter-
tained us with singing, and we have entertained 
you with words.” The singer returned empty-
handed.

Al-Musta’sim’s phrase, “You said gleeful 
words, and we elated you with words,” repre-
sents an example that is applicable even to this 
day.

It applies to our governments from 1963 until 
today, and the way Kuwaitis rejoice with ev-
ery announcement the governments make, and 
hope that it will be better than the previous one. 
They also praise the ministers and their boss. 
However, it returns the salutation by showering 
them with empty promises; in fact, it remains 
like a “kinglets egg” that we hear about but 
have never seen.

There are several crises that have been ongo-
ing since the 1960s, such as the Bedoun crisis 
for which no solution has been found. Rather, it 
is getting worse day by day. Even though most 
governments announced solutions to this issue, 
they were never implemented.

In addition to this file, there is a deeper is-
sue, which is housing, for which many plans 
were announced. In the past, the number of 
beneficiaries of housing welfare did not exceed 
20 thousand, but today it exceeds one hundred 
and ten thousand, and the waiting period has 
increased to 25 years.

We will not repeat what we have been say-
ing previously about the successful solutions 
adopted by other Gulf states while we continue 
to write on water.

The “kinglets egg” governments present 

their programs in a way that makes Kuwaitis 
feel like they are in the Garden of Eden, when 
in reality, they have been living in hell for near-
ly 30 years in terms of the services related to 
health, public services, roads, and education. 
All they hear from ministers and prime minis-
ters are words.

The most urgent issue currently is the prob-
lem of loans and the consequent social and 
security crises, which was one of the reasons 
behind the government’s resignation.

This is due to the fact that the lawmakers are 
among the beneficiaries of acquiring people’s 
money through debts that hike the interest. It is 
somewhat similar to the custom that prevailed 
during the days of pearl diving when the credi-
tor used to enslave one of the debtor’s children 
if he was unable to pay.

Today, physical coercion is practiced, some-
thing that we talked about for a long time, and 
we explained its disadvantages. When the state 
apparatus works as a debt collector for the cred-
itors, the situation will be as it is now.

In addition to all this, Kuwait boasts that it 
is a country of freedom and openness, but it 
is closed to itself. On the other hand, all other 
countries of the world, even the most closed 
ones, have opened their borders to investors 
and others.

In fact, some Gulf countries have been trans-
formed into global tourist destinations, acting 
upon the noble verse of the Quran, “It is He 
who made the earth subservient to you, so walk 
in its hills and eat from His provision, and to 
Him is the resurrection.”

It seems that our governments have forgot-
ten the verse in the midst of selling promises to 
the people. It adopted the example of the last of 
the Abbasid caliphs Al-Musta’sim Billah, but it 
did not realize that all the treasures he collected 
were taken by the Mongols, and due to his stin-
giness, the Abbasid Dynasty fell.

By Ahmed Al-Jarallah
Editor-in-Chief, the Arab Times

Al-Musta’sim to the singer: ‘You said gleeful
words and we elated you with words’

Newswatch

Day by Day

Emergency workers and 
medics rescue a woman out 
of the debris of a collapsed 
building in Elbistan, Kahra-
manmaras, in southern Tur-

key, Feb. 7, 2023. (AP)

KUNA photo
Kuwait’s Foreign Minister Sheikh Salem Abdullah Al-
Sabah writes in the condolences ledger on Wednes-
day at the Turkish Embassy offering his condolences 

to the Turkish government and people.

— Details Page 7 — 

— Details Page 9 — Continued on Page 5

Continued on Page 5

Email: ahmed@aljarallah.com

Follow me on:

ahmedaljarallah@gmail.com



ARAB TIMES, THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 2023 2

Fajr  ........ 05:12
Sunrise ..  06:33
Zohr .......  12:02

Asr .......... 15:09
Maghrib .. 17:32
Isha  ........ 18:50

 Prayer Timings
Expected weather for the next 
24 hours:

By Day: Rather cold and partly 
cloudy to cloudy with light variable 
wind to light to moderate north-
westerly wind with speeds of 10-
32 km/h.

By Night: Cold to very cold 

and partly cloudy with light vari-
able wind to light to moderate 
northwesterly wind with speeds 
of 08-32 km/h with a chance for 
frost forming over agriculture and 
desert areas.
Station Max Exp Min Rec
Kuwait City 21 13

Kuwait Airport 21 08
Abdaly 21 07
Jahra 22 09
Salmiyah 21 15
Ahmadi 22 15
Nuwaisib 23 12
Wafra 23 09

Weather 

WINTER VACCINATION APPOINTMENT: https://eservices.moh.gov.kw/SPCMS/VaccinateAppointmentsRequesten.aspx

No date set with IHRC for discussions: Al-Mutairi

‘Kuwait committed to global pacts on protecting rights’
KUWAIT CITY, Feb 8: Assistant Foreign Min-
ister for Human Rights Affairs Talal Al-Mutairi 
says the criticisms leveled against Kuwait in the 
fi eld of human rights are reports of concern to 
the US State Department, reports Al-Rai daily.

He said this in a press statement issued on 
the sidelines of a lecture presented by Ambas-
sador Saad Al-Farraji, the United Nations Spe-
cial Rapporteur on the right to development, 
at the Saud Al-Nasser Diplomatic Institute on 
Monday in the presence of several diplomatic 
cadres.

Al-Mutairi explained, “We are not obligated 
to implement the observations contained in 
these reports. However, we are concerned with 
the obligations incurred by us as parties to the 
international agreements that we have signed in 
this context.

Kuwait is fully committed to the provisions 
of the agreements, including the Convention 
(CEDAW), which aims to preserve women’s 
rights.

The articles that Kuwait has reservations 
about, as they are not in line with the Islamic 
law, still exist. However, there are articles in-
cluded in the international convention that we 

accepted because they are in line with the Ku-
waiti constitution.”

He affi rmed Kuwait’s permanent cooperation 
with the International Committee for the Elimi-
nation of All Forms of Discrimination against 
Women.

Al-Mutairi stressed, “This committee issues 
its recommendations, which we are following 
up through the permanent national committee 
that was formed to follow 
up and implement the rec-
ommendations.”

When asked whether 
a date has been set to 
discuss Kuwait’s report 
in the International Hu-
man Rights Committee 
(IHRC), he said, “Until 
today, no date has been 
set. We are fully ready to 
discuss the report that was 
submitted three years ago. 
Kuwait is ready to respond to international ex-
perts in accordance with the general framework 
of the Kuwait Constitution and national laws on 
human rights.

Kuwait is fully committed to implementing 
the provisions of the international agreements it 
has signed in the fi eld of human rights. Kuwait’s 
periodic report will be discussed this year.”

In addition, Ambassador Al-Farraji said, 
“The right to development is the right of an 
individual, a group, and the state at all levels. 
It is related to matters within the state in terms 
of participation, benefi t, and the promotion of 
fi nancial and moral support.

From the international point of view, aid and 
strong encouragement must be directed to it so 
that it becomes an actual deed.

The right to development is not defi ned by 
numbers or statistics, but is achieved by the ex-
tent of what a person achieves in terms of per-
sonal development in all aspects.”

Regarding his assessment of the level of right 
to development in Kuwait, he said: “It is pre-
sent in the reports submitted by Kuwait to all 
international references, either in the frame-
work of its membership in international human 
rights conventions, or in the Universal Periodic 
Review in the Human Rights Council, or in the 
United Nations General Assembly.”

Deputy FM meets IFRC VP
Kuwaiti Deputy Foreign Minister Man-
sour Al-Otaibi met on Wednesday with 
the Vice-President of International Fed-
eration of Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Societies (IFRC) for the Asia Pacifi c re-
gion and Secretary-General of Kuwait 
Red Crescent Society (KRCS) Maha 
Al-Barjas.

During the meeting, both sides ex-
plored ways to strengthen the bilateral 
relation between the Kuwaiti Foreign 

Ministry and IFRC as well as various 
humanitarian projects locally and inter-
nationally. 

Kuwaiti Deputy Foreign Minister Man-
sour Al-Otaibi also met on Wednesday 
Bahrain’s Ambassador to Kuwait Salah 
Al-Malki.

During the meeting, both sides dis-
cussed bilateral relations between the 
two countries. (KUNA)

 KUNA photo 
Kuwaiti Deputy FM Mansour Al-Otaibi receives IFRC vice-president.

Photo by Iehab Qurtal

Ruins of an old building in the backdrop of modern-day skyscrapers in Kuwait City.   

Cultural, human imbalance
By Ahmad alsarraf

Quote: “Whoever claims that 
Saddam was a coward, and was 

found in an underground hole, is 
wrong. Saddam was the opposite of 
that, and (everyone) testifi ed that he 
did not fear, and his stances proved 
that, and that he was brave, and that 
whoever says he is a coward is a liar, 
so Saddam is brave, and I even claim 
that he is the bravest man of his time, 
on the planet. There is no discussion 
about that, and a man of prestige. As 
for his brothers Barzan, Sabawi and 
Watban, the noblest of them is Bar-
zan. – The Kuwaiti journalist, Moham-
mad Al-Weshaihi.” Unquote

❑     ❑     ❑

Personally speaking, from a psy-
chological point of view, I think that 
Saddam was a despicable and cowardly 
person, in his heart. Whoever is cold 
blooded, and is a premeditated killer – 
kills everyone who opposes him, even 
the closest people to him and for the 
most insignifi cant matters.

He was a cowardly person, lived in a 
world of fear and terror, and preferred 
to kill his opponents so that they do not 
turn against him 
in the future, 
just as he turned 
against those he 
disagreed with.

Saddam was 
known for reck-
lessness and his 
willingness to do 
diffi cult things, 
but this does not 
at all mean that 
he is brave.

Rather, it is one 
of the characteristics of the tyrannical dic-
tator, a violator of human rights, who was 
famous for putting people in solitary dun-
geons and torturing his opponents before 
executing them.

He also used chemical weapons 
against his own people. His obsession 
with personality cult and his quest for 
regional power and infl uence, made him 
a loathsome person in the eyes of almost 
everyone.

A brave person does not hide in a 
hole! A brave person is often a person 
of dignity and self-esteem who does not 
accept insults, so how did Saddam sur-
render to an American soldier who ex-
tended his hand to him, and pulled him 
out like a rat from the hole in which he 
hid for several months.

He also had a weapon with him, and 
yet he did not use it neither in self-de-
fense nor to end his life, although deeply 
aware of what awaited him in terms of 
revenge of his enemies and the deep in-
sults that will befall him.

Also, his behavior and the Ameri-
can doctors moving his head with their 
hands and examining him in a humiliat-
ing way; his eyesight and teeth, while he 
completely surrendered to them without 
objection, not even complaining. All 
this proves the extent of his cowardice, 
his clinging to life.

As for what the former academic and 
politician Abdullah Al-Nafi si who pre-
viously mentioned in his description of 
Saddam, that he created an electrifi ed 
atmosphere around him when he walked 
in the street, everything electrifi ed due 
to his prestige, the strength of his per-
sonality, we had previously responded 
to him about all the nonsense that was 
said in praise of Saddam.

It is the fear of his tyranny, as a reck-
less man without mercy who orders the 
killing of those he does not love.

It is but natural for the people around 
him to be afraid, as he is not feared be-
cause he is a distinguished and learned 
person, but because of his criminality 
and bad behavior since he was a teenag-
er was tasked with carrying out the dirty 
operations of liquidating opponents, his 
acts of plundering and bullying that he 
used to practice with pleasure.

It is strange that some people have 
a tendency towards these tyrants who 
have the dirtiest conduct, and there is no 
doubt that this is evidence of psycholog-
ical problems, so how can one glorify 
and praise the one who was the reason 
behind the backwardness of his country 
for centuries, who invaded and occupied 
our homeland, betrayed our leadership, 
and killed thousands of us without pity 
or mercy.

Even when he was forced to with-
draw, his meanness and cowardice 
prompted him to burn our oil wells, out 
of his sense of the bitterness of defeat 
and took revenge from his rebellious 
people in the south, and instead of aim-
ing his guns at those who humiliated 
him, he pointed them at the chests of the 
free people and thus he would have lost 
his war twice, the war against us and the 
war against his people.

Certainly this is one of the character-
istics of the cowards, not the brave.

❑     ❑     ❑

e-mail: a.alsarraf@alqabas.com.kw

alsarraf 

Other Voices PAM plans bonus for
medical, eng experts
KUWAIT CITY, Feb 8: The Public Authority for Manpower 
(PAM) has prepared lists of social allowances and increments 
for professionals and craftsmen, workers in non-governmen-
tal agencies, and support for national employment. Medicine, 
pharmacy and engineering came at the forefront of the majors 
that received the highest allocations, reports Al-Anba daily.

It was discovered from the list that they were determined 
according to specializations and the university, diploma, sec-
ondary and intermediate academic levels.

Medical, pharmacy and engineering majors received the 
highest allocations, as the total fi nancial support without the 
children’s allowance is KD 790 for bachelors, KD 898 for 
those who are married. The children’s allowance is KD 50 for 
a maximum of seven children.

The social allowance is KD 190 for bachelors and KD 278 
for the married. The allowance for specialization is KD 330, 
and for increment, reward and cost are KD 220. The differ-
ence in the social allowance, with an increase of 25 percent, 
is KD 50 for the bachelors and KD 70 for the married.

As for holders of a university degree for the majors - law, 
accounting, information systems, economics, statistics, nurs-
ing, fi nance, fi nancial management, insurance, foreign trade, 
banking sciences, teaching - the social allowance without the 
allowance for children is KD 740 for bachelors, and KD 848 
for those who are married.

The value of support for bachelors with the remaining uni-
versity majors is KD 690 and for married people KD 790.

For those with a diploma or secondary certifi cate, and who 
underwent a training course of no less than two years, the 
total fi nancial support excluding children’s allowance is KD 
629 for bachelors and KD 723 for married ones. The hold-
ers of a secondary certifi cate and who underwent a training 
course of not less than one year or equivalent experience, the 
total support excluding the children’s allowance is KD 571 
for bachelors and KD 663 for the married ones. The aver-
age allowance, excluding the children’s allowance, for those 
who underwent a specialization course of no less than three 
years is KD 571 for the bachelors, and KD 623 for the mar-
ried ones.

❑     ❑     ❑

‘Efforts successful’: It seems that the efforts led by MP 
Alia Al-Khaled to support the demands of the owners of 
nurseries for disabled people and special needs schools have 
been crowned with success, in light of the response of the 
Minister of Social Affairs, and Women and Children Affairs 
Mai Al-Baghli and her directives to expedite the process of 
disbursing fi nancial dues for the current school year, reports 
Al-Qabas daily.

Even though the Public Authority for Disabled Affairs 
(PADA) responded to the request for urgency, a large per-
centage of schools and centers for people with special needs 
and learning diffi culties that fall under the authority’s um-
brella have not yet received their fi nancial dues, either the 
fi rst or the second installment.

In this context, Head of the Association of Owners of Pri-
vate Nurseries and Nurseries for Disabled People Hanan Al 
Mudhahka explained that PADA disbursed payments to 98 
percent of the nurseries. There is a delay in disbursing the 
payments to the special needs centers and schools under the 
umbrella of the authority due to reasons related to the admin-
istrative and fi nancial affairs of PADA and a decrease in the 
number of employees.

An extensive audit is being conducted on the transactions 
of those under the umbrella of PADA.

Hope for new govt
soon; tensions up

Stick to Constitution: MP

By Saeed Mahmoud Saleh
Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 8: MP 
Adel Al-Damkhi has com-
mented on the statement of 
Sheikh Ali Jaber Al-Ahmad 
who criticized democracy and 
compared it with an oversize 
dress that does not fi t Kuwait, 
wondering how a size 20 man 
could wear a size 50 dress.

In a press statement, Al-Damkhi ad-
dressed Sheikh Ali Jaber Al-Ahmad; 
pointing out that the latter’s father – HH 
the late Amir Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmed – 
prostrated when he 
returned home af-
ter the liberation of 
Kuwait. “After 60 
years of democracy 
and after losing 
Kuwait through the 
Iraqi Invasion, the 
citizens promised 
to remain commit-
ted to the ‘contract’ 
between the peo-
ple and Al-Sabah 
Family.  Sadly, 
some are looking 
down on the peo-
ple of Kuwait who 
have the right to 
enjoy democracy, 
have always been 
trustworthy and 
committed to the 
Constitution,” he 
added. 

He wondered 
who benefits from calls against democ-
racy; indicating that the government 
monopolized the decision-making pro-
cess for more than a decade, yet it did 
not realize the desired achievements. He 
pointed out that the problem was the lack 
of faith in the Constitution when the re-
sults of the elections were rigged in 1967, 
followed by the unconstitutional dissolu-
tion of the legislature in 1976 and 1986, 
and disregarding democracy through the 
implementation of the one-man one-vote 
system. 

He asserted that the people are watch-
ing the escalation of tension and procras-
tination in the formation of the new gov-
ernment, resulting in the failure to meet 
the deadline stated in the Constitution.  He 
hopes the new government will not adopt 
the policies of its predecessors, while af-
firming he is still optimistic that the new 
government will be formed soon and the 
parliamentary sessions will resume. 

Reacting to those who suggested 
adopting the fair dictatorship system, Al-
Dhamki argued that dictatorship would 
never be fair; considering it is the oppo-
site of justice.  He said it is easier to ad-
dress the loopholes of democracy rather 
than adopting dictatorship, under which 
citizens are deprived of their rights and 
public funds are stolen without question-
ing or monitoring.  He wondered if the 
statements against democracy are aimed 
at replacing the National Assembly with a 
formal consultative council whose mem-
bers are appointed, asserting the citizens 

will never accept anything that contra-
venes the Constitution and democracy. 

MP Faisal Al-Kandari stated that the 
resignation of the government is not a jus-
tification for boycotting the parliamentary 
sessions.  “Citizens are the real victims of 
disputes instigated by the government 
that disappointed the people who fully 
supported it. The government is dream-
ing if it expects the lawmakers to remain 
silent over its unconstitutional behavior. 
Lawmakers will never disappoint the citi-
zens and we will continue protecting their 
rights,” he concluded. 

Legal
MP Jenan Bu Shehri affirmed that she 

supports those who believe it is legal to 
hold parliamentary sessions without the 
government, provided there is quorum. 
She holds the speaker accountable for 
disrupting parliamentary sessions, while 
stressing the need to hold the Council of 
Ministers responsible for delaying work 
in the interest of citizens. 

She argued the resignation of the gov-
ernment does not exempt it from the re-
sponsibility of addressing urgent issues 
and attending parliamentary sessions to 
discuss vital issues like the deterioration 
of education and cheating in exams. She 
said there is still time for the government 
to rectify its errors, that is, if it is really 
keen on serving the citizens. She em-
phasized the need for the leaders of the 
executive and legislative authorities to 
address the issue, with the aim of mini-
mizing disputes and narrowing the gap 
between the two authorities.  “It has been 
proven that the monitoring role played by 
lawmakers recently did not cause the cri-
ses.  In fact, this kind of monitoring is an 
additional tool for the premier to identify 
faults in his government and address the 
shortcomings,” she added. 

In another development MP Fares 
Al-Otaibi asked Minister of Education, 
Higher Education and Research Ahmed 
Abdulwahab Al-Adwani to provide him 
with a copy of the agreement signed by 
the Ministry of Higher Education and the 
Excellence and Innovation Center at the 
Business Administration College in Ku-
wait University. 

Status
He wants to know the legal status of the 

center, its tasks, if the center prepares the 
exams for oil sector applicants, if these 
exams have been revised to ensure they 
match the educational level of applicants, 
and if the center specified the institution 
that receives complaints on the difficulty 
of exams.

He explained that his queries are based 
on the complaints he received from many 
applicants who said the exam questions 
were difficult and out of context.

Lastly, Assembly Speaker Ahmed 
Al-Saadoun presided over the recent 
meeting of the National Assembly Of-
fice with Deputy Speaker Muhammad 
Al-Mutair, Secretary MP Osama Al-
Shaheen, Observer MP Abdulkareem 
Al-Kandari, Financial and Economic 
Committee Chairman MP Shuaib Al-
Muwaizri, Legal and Legislative Affairs 
Committee Chairman MP Muhannad 
Al-Sayer, Parliamentary Priorities Com-
mittee Chairman MP Abdullah Fehad 
and interim Secretary General Khalid 
Busleed in attendance.

Al-Damkhi

Al-Kandari

 Al-Mutairi 
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A DIGEST OF PUBLIC OPINION

diwaniya
‘Need to appoint interpellation-fi led MP in place of grilled minister’
“I WAS surprised by the proposal, as strange as it is, because it contains a 
kind of realism, even if it is an impossible proposal, but it can solve a diffi cult 
problem that our democratic experience and political life is exposed to,” col-
umnist Iqbal Al-Ahmed wrote for Al-Qabas daily.

“Recently, unfortunately, many of the grilling requests by MPs have ob-
structed development and programs, and have hindered even paying attention 
to these programs.

“This happened after a percentage of the interrogations became a feature 
for those who consider it courage and bravery and a 
way to draw the attention of voters.

“Some of the interrogations were a way of muscle-
fl exing by some deputies in the National Assembly 
against some ministers, especially if the topics of the 
interrogation were weak, so that some of them might 
reach the point of “ridiculousness” because they are not 
based on facts, information and are not of any impor-
tance.

“Some ministers, unfortunately, were interrogated 
for actions they did not do, and sometimes it came to 
the point that the interrogation was submitted before 
the minister took the oath.

“This beautiful and realistic proposal, and at the same time impossible, 
stipulates the following:

“Every deputy who interrogates a minister and succeeds in fi ling a no-con-
fi dence motion against him must be appointed in the place of the grilled min-
ister, in order to solve the problems of the ministry in which he complained 
about the performance of the minister, and then he will be able to answer all 
the axes of his previous questioning.

“And if the “interrogated” representative is appointed in place of the minis-
ter “in whom confi dence has been challenged,” and another deputy asks to be 
questioned for whatever reason, and the other new deputy succeeds in casting 
confi dence in “the current minister and the former deputy,” the government 
must appoint the new deputy questioned in the same ministry, then the fi rst 
deputy, who became a minister, is prevented from running for parliament, 
and so on.

“At that time we will be certain that none of the representatives will submit 
an interpellation, unless its elements and topics are 100 percent correct, and 

any deputy will think a thousand times before submitting his interpellation to 
any minister.

“Given this scenario, the interrogations will be reduced, and only a serious 
deputy will present them based on a clear patriotic goal whose purpose is 
clear, and not to get the head of the so-and-so minister or the revenge against 
the so-and-so sheikh.

Unfortunately, many of the interrogations -- and I do not say all of them 
-- were intended only to waste time, to take revenge on some ministers for 
reasons that are far from the interest of the ministry and the country.

“The country is groaning from every aspect of the executive and legislative 
authorities.

“Let us think seriously about saving time by distancing ourselves from fa-
voritism in all our activities and responsibilities.”

Also:
“During this month of celebrations we wish the decision-makers to bring 

good tidings, which are dear to all, and which bring together two occasions 
dear to the heart of every loyal Kuwaiti, the joys of independence and libera-
tion,” columnist Talal Al-Saeed wrote for Al-Seyassah daily.

“The government, may God grant it success, imagined with the passage of 
time that when it gives people a holiday on Liberation Day and Independence 
Day, it will have fulfi lled its duty to the fullest extent, while the reality of the 
situation says otherwise, so what would be the harm if students remained in 
their schools and universities, and celebrated national occasions, each in his 
own way.

“What would the Ministry of Education lose if it revived the concerts that 
used to be held at the Special Education Theater, and revived the patriotic 
spirit among the people, and at the same time, offi cial performances are held 
with the participation of sheikhs in Nayef Palace Square, for example, and in 
the governorates, and they are televised on the air, and the doors are opened 
for everyone to share?

“Communities are also required to participate in their national celebrations 
with their folklore, and each community is allocated a place that is announced 
to be visited by expatriates, so that the expatriate feels that it is his duty to cel-
ebrate our national occasions with us. The story is not only a story of monthly 
transfers, but loyalty to a country that takes care of its source of livelihood!

“We deeply miss the parades of our valiant army, the National Guard and 

the police forces, their performances in public squares, and their participation 
in the joys of the nation.

“We miss those processions that were organised along the Arabian Gulf 
Street and people gathered to cheer them on, celebrate, distribute fl owers and 
every organization trying to distinguish itself from its counterparts.

“Many things could be achieved on the dear soil of Kuwait, if there was 
a committee, or a body that specializes in reviving the national heritage to 
revive national education, and the spirit of loyalty and belonging.

“It’s a long month as if the government is telling people: travel and spend 
your savings, because we have nothing worth sitting and enjoying in Kuwait 
... Long live the government.”

❑     ❑     ❑

“Painful and poignant scenes were reported by media channels and the in-
ternet regarding the extent of the destruction that befell some cities in Turkey 
and some liberated areas in Syria,” columnist Abdulaziz Al-Fadli wrote for 
Al-Rai daily.

“According to the latest statistics and until the moment of writing this ar-
ticle, the devastating earthquake left behind over 6,000 deaths and more than 
20,000 injuries along with 6,316 destroyed buildings in Turkey, as well as 
thousands of dead and injured in Syria.

“Whole families moved to the mercy of God, none of them remained. A 
woman gave birth under the rubble of a collapsed building, and the baby 
survived while the mother died!

“Thousands of families are sleeping outside in freezing cold with tempera-
tures falling below zero.

“It is incumbent on our nation — the nation of one body — to quickly ex-
tend a helping hand to the affl icted through cash or in-kind donations, charita-
ble societies carrying out urgent relief campaigns, and for people to pay their 
zakat. It is permissible to provide zakat and take the initiative to send medical 
and rescue teams to the affected regions. This is in addition to sending mes-
sages of support and solidarity to those affected, and letting them know that 
we are with them in word and deed to alleviate their suffering.

“A word of thanks and appreciation to the governments and individuals 
who initiated and contributed to alleviating the suffering of the affected, or 
expressed sympathy.”

 — Compiled by Ahmed Al-Shazli

Iqbal Al-Ahmed

‘Urgent steps being taken
 to modify demographics’

‘Kuwaitis must work in co-ops’

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 8: First Deputy 
Prime Minister, Minister of Interior and 
Acting Minister of Defense Sheikh Talal 
Al-Khalid said a number of decisions re-
lated to the work of the Committee for 
Amending Demographics and Developing 
the Labor Market, have been issued im-
mediately after the committee held its fi rst 
meeting, reports Al-Qabas daily.

The Minister indicated that the committee will be-
gin work on imbalances in the demographics and labor 
market immediately and has approved the executive 
regulations of draft Law 74 of 2020 which calls for 
organizing the demographics and will submit it to the 
Council of Ministers, which also takes into account the 
demographic composition and call on the concerned 
authorities to take urgent measures to address the im-
balance.

The committee also reviewed the presentation submit-
ted by President of the Union of Consumer Cooperative 
Societies on the issue of Kuwaitization which encourages 
nationals to work in cooperative societies by understand-
ing the needs of Kuwaiti society.

The committee has issued a decision obliging coopera-
tive societies to soon Kuwaitize all senior and supervi-
sory positions, in addition to raising the percentage of 
workers in cooperative societies, which allows creating 
about 3,000 job opportunities for Kuwaitis in the coop-
eratives sector by offering good salaries and fi nancial in-
centives, in addition to creating opportunities for retirees 
on the board of directors in the advisory capacity.

The committee also issued a decision assigning the 
Public Authority for Manpower, in coordination with the 
private sector, to prepare a program that includes spe-
cialized training projects that focuses on qualifying and 
empowering Kuwaitis to work in the private sector and 
enhance their capabilities and encourage and support na-
tional employment.

Moreover, the sources told the Demographics Commit-
tee there is an indication about activating a special smart 
application bearing the name “Kuwait visa” to realize the 
Kuwaitization plan, organizing entry visas and the valid-
ity of all procedures that precede the entry of workers and 
visitors to Kuwait.

There is a tendency, the sources said, to add the service 
to verify the identity of the worker, the validity of his res-
idency, and the validity of his profession data through the 
‘my identity’ application, which means that every person 

Two ministers meet Chinese envoy
Kuwait’s Foreign Minister Sheikh 
Salem Al-Sabah, alongside Min-
ister of State for Municipal Affairs 
Abdulaziz Al-Mejel, held talks on 
Tuesday with Chinese ambassador 

Zhang Jianwei, focusing on bilat-
eral relations.

The talks come two months after a 
Sino-Gulf Arab summit in the Saudi 
capital Riyadh, as part of efforts to 

improve ties across numerous fi elds, 
chiefl y, economic and trade cooper-
ation, in addition to ongoing Chinese 
contributions towards development 
projects in Kuwait. (KUNA)

KUNA photo
The Minister of Foreign Affairs and the Minister of State for Municipal Affairs meet the Ambassador of the Republic 

of China to the State of Kuwait.

Bootleggers held

‘Top positions still in tact’
KUWAIT CITY, Feb 8: The governmental sources said 
the Cabinet’s decision regarding stopping appointments to 
senior positions, which became effective as of January 23, 
2023, does not include decisions to assign senior positions, 
reports Al-Qabas daily.

The sources pointed out that “any designation decision is-
sued regarding occupying a senior position by proxy or as-
signment will remain in effect, unless the concerned minister 
issues a decision to terminate the assignment.

The General Secretariat of the Council of Ministers had 
sent a circular to government agencies to confi rm the com-
mitment of ministers to stop appointments to leadership po-
sitions in all ministries, government agencies, public agen-
cies and institutions effective from January 23.

❑     ❑     ❑

Bootleggers nabbed: The Public Relations and Secu-
rity Media Department of the Ministry of Interior said the 
Jabriya Investigation Department raided a booze factory and 
arrested fi ve people – Indians and Nepalese, reports Al-Rai 
daily.

The statement added during interrogation the men are said 
to have confessed to manufacturing and selling alcohol.

❑     ❑     ❑

KU fi re tackled: The Kuwait University reported that a 
limited fi re occurred Wednesday morning, in the northern 
building of the College of Education in Sabah Al-Salem 
University City, due to an electrical fault, reports Al-Rai 
daily.

The university added that the northern building of the Fac-
ulties of Education and Arts has been evacuated and the nec-
essary work is underway in cooperation with the concerned 
authorities.

can verify the identity of the worker who provides ser-
vices to him when using him to get rid of marginal labor.

The sources added the Public Authority for Manpower, 
in cooperation with the Civil Service Commission, was 
tasked with motivating citizens to work in the private 
sector through the ‘Our Pride’ platform which has been 
established for the benefi t of citizens.

The sources stated the Minister of Interior stressed on 
the need to during the next meeting there will be a follow 
up on the procedures that have taken place and to issue 
new assignments.KUNA photo

With funding from the Arab Fund for Development, the completion of the fourth phase of the project to restore 
homes for marginalized families in the Gaza Strip.

Bid to better serve Palestinians

Arab Fund concludes Gaza home renovations
RAMALLAH, Feb 8, (KUNA): Pales-
tinian Charitable Organization for de-
velopment and relief fi nalized on Tues-
day its 4th stage of home renovations 
project in Gaza with the help of the 
Arab Fund banks’ fi nancial institution 
for Economic and Social Development.

Head of the organization Musab Tan-
boura said in a statement, “the home 
renovations project for the marginal-
ized families comes under the organiza-
tion’s initiatives to strengthen their re-
lief and humanitarian services” in order 
to better serve the Palestinians.

He also added, more than 300 
houses have been renovated pointing 
that the revamping of marginalized 
homes in addition to identifying the 
needs of homes in all governorates in 
the Gaza Strip.

Tanboura also noted the impres-
sive efforts of Arab Fund Chairman of 
Board of Directors Badr Al-Saad and 
Samir Jarad the Fund’s Economic Ad-
viser and their initiatives in supporting 
the Palestinians and all operating insti-
tutions.

He also presented thanks to His 
Highness Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad 
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and both govern-
ment and nations for their generous ef-
forts and donations to help fund such 

a project.
While also calling on the relief insti-

tutional society to uphold these efforts 
in bettering the living standards of the 
families in Gaza.

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 8: Ac-
cording to a source in the Pub-
lic Authority for Disabled Af-
fairs (PADA), the authority has 
launched work to conduct the an-
nual evaluation of employees in 
all sectors and departments of the 
authority in accordance with the 
mechanism approved by the Civil 
Service Commission. The prepa-
ration of all reports is expected to 
be completed within a short pe-
riod, provided that excellent work 
reward will be granted before the 
end of the fiscal year, reports Al-
Anba daily.

On the other hand, PADA an-
nounced that persons with disabili-
ties and their guardians can apply 
online for a disability ID by log-
ging in to the authority’s website, 
selecting the service, and upload-
ing the required documents.

This service comes within a 
group of online services provided 
by the authority to facilitate par-
ents and people with disabilities.

The authority will continue to 
add services on the automated sys-
tem to achieve its goal of ensuring 
all procedures and transactions can 
be completed electronically.

PADA begins evaluation for bonus

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 8: 
The detention renewal 
judge recently ordered the 
extension of the detention 
of 11 individuals accused 
of leaking high school ex-
ams for 14 days to continue 
the interrogation, reports 
Al-Seyassah daily.

 The accused, who are 
currently detained at the 
Central Prison, include fi ve 
citizens, four Egyptians and 
two women – one of whom 
is a Jordanian.  All of them 
denied the charges when 
they appeared in court with 
their lawyers.

 Earlier, the detention re-
newal judge charged them 
with disclosing secrets, 
bribery and money laun-
dering, while their lawyers 
demanded for their release 
with any guarantee that the 
judicial authority deems 
appropriate.

Exam cheats
to stay in jail
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‘3rd party assistance sought for
Darwaza Tunnel maintenance’
KUWAIT CITY, Feb 8: According to informed sources in the 
Ministry of Public Works, the Minister of Public Works Dr. 
Amani Boqmaz has agreed to seek the assistance of a third 
party (a neutral consultant) to adjudicate the maintenance 
work that was carried out at the top of the Darwaza Al-Abdul-
Razzaq Tunnel, reports Al-Rai daily.

They explained that the maintenance work of the upper part 
of the Darwaza Tunnel was suspended following a report con-
fi rming that the mechanism for implementing the repair of the 
tunnel was wrong. There was a corresponding opinion con-
fi rming the safety of the works that were implemented. The 
percentage of completion before the decision to suspend the 
works was 65 percent.

On the other hand, Deputy Director of the Water Treatment 
Control Center Project at the Ministry of Public Works Ahmed 
Al-Azmi announced that the ministry pumps quaternary 
treated water to the farms of Wafra and Abdali, amounting to 
320,000 cubic meters. He indicated that the number of benefi -
ciaries of the quadruple-treated water in Wafra farms is 3,800, 
and the number of benefi ciaries in Abdali farms is 2,600.

Al-Azmi said the ministry has a plan to raise the quantities 
of water that will be pumped to Wafra and Abdali farms after 
the implementation of the current projects, by separating the 
Abdali farms water line from the Wafra farms line to increase 
the absorptive capacity of these two pipes.

PAFN warns about ‘food products’
KUWAIT CITY, Feb 8: The Public Authority for Food and 
Nutrition announced, Monday that food products in which 
insects and worms are used during preparation will not be al-
lowed in the country reports Al-Jarida daily.

The Authority’s Food Technical Committee said in a state-
ment to Kuwait News Agency after its meeting that it is not al-
lowed to import these products according to the approved Gulf 
regulations “General Requirements for Halal Food”, which 
prohibits the use of all types of insects and worms in food.

She emphasized the authority’s keenness, through its vari-
ous technical management and national committees, to follow 
up on all developments related to food products.

Both sides discuss enhancing relations

KUNA chief, Italian envoy tackle boosting media cooperation
KUWAIT CITY, Feb 8, (KUNA): KU-
NA’s Director General Dr. Fatima Al-
Salem met with Italian Ambassador to 
Kuwait Carlo Balducci, and tackled bi-
lateral ties and cooperation in media on 
Tuesday.

The two sides also discussed enhancing 
relations between the two sides, namely 

the agreement between KUNA and the 
Italian news agency (ANSA) which dates 
back to 1994, and includes exchanging 
visits, experience and information.

They underlined the need to provide 
facilitation to reporters of the two sides, 
and to develop work and cooperation 
with changes in media.

KUNA photo
KUNA Chief Dr Al-Salem and Italian Ambassador Balducci during their meeting.

South African relation with Kuwait 
strong in all aspects: ambassador

Genge thanks media houses for their support

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 8: The South African Ambassador 
to Kuwait HE Manelisi Genge held a dinner recently to 
thank media houses for their support and role in promot-
ing South Africa in Kuwait and reiterated the embassy’s 
commitment to enhance relations with Kuwait 

Addressing the press, at his residence the South African envoy 
stressed on the strength of relations between the two countries in all 
political, commercial, tourism and cultural aspects. He said the visa 
for Kuwaitis is issued free of charge valid for 90 days and takes about 

a week to be issued.
He pointed out that 1,179 visitors from Kuwait went to South Africa during 

the past year, stressing his country’s commitment to strengthening relations 
with partners in Kuwait.

He praised Kuwait’s growing role in the African continent, and explained 
that the presence of 34 African ambassadors in Kuwait indicates the strength 
of Kuwaiti-African relations.

He went on to say that the South African Foreign Minister visited Kuwait 
in 2021 and during her visit signed an agreement to establish the bilateral 
joint committee for cooperation, which will hold its meeting in South Af-

rica soon, and preparations are being 
made for an offi cial visit of the South 
African President to Kuwait this year.

He expressed his appreciation for 
the Kuwaiti investments in South 
Africa through the “Kuwait Invest-
ment Authority” in several fi elds, and 
explained they are currently focusing 
on investments that support food se-
curity in Kuwait.

HE Genge pointed out that Kuwait 
has become an important market for 
high-quality food products from South 
Africa, including fresh vegetables and 
fruits, as well as beef and live live-
stock that Kuwait imports and distrib-
utes in turn to the Gulf region, point-
ing to the existence of an agreement 
between the two countries regarding 
exporting meat. There is also a mutual 
desire between the two countries to 
establish a direct fl ight to his country.

HE Genge said that they are cur-
rently working to introduce Kuwaitis 
and residents to the great tourist po-
tentials that South Africa has, which 
many in the region do not know, 
pointing out that “South Africa is al-
ways ready to welcome Kuwaiti and 
expatriate travelers, where they can 
experience its famous tourist destina-
tions and countless experiences.”

He pointed out that the economy 
in his country is considered one of 
the largest in the African continent, 
in addition to being the only African 
country that is a member of the G20.

The ambassador added, there are 
about 300 South Africans working in 
Kuwait in the engineering, education 
and oil sectors, pointing out that they 
are currently working to bring more 
skilled workers to Kuwait in the health 
sector, including doctors and nurses, 
and said South Africa has some of the 
best international hospitals.

Genge emphasized that South Af-
rica is open for business and is work-
ing to attract more foreign investors 
to invest in various sectors including 
mining, agricultural products, agricul-
tural processing, livestock, medicines, 
medical equipment, healthcare servic-
es, engineering and construction, real 
estate development, banking services, 
warehousing and logistics.”

He indicated that the value of 
South African exports to Kuwait 
during the third quarter of 2022 was 
about $26,723,376, while the value 
of its imports from Kuwait during 
the third quarter of 2022 was about 
to $295,741,253, and added, South 
Africa positively hopes to increase 
these numbers.

Manelisi Genge

KUNA photo
Chief of AJSU Mahdi Al-Sayrafi  (2nd left) during the fi rst of its kind joint sector workers conference.

MoE warns school admins regarding ‘tasks’
KOC recruits 155 Kuwaiti employees

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 8: The Ministry of Education 
has warned school administrations against asking 
teachers, students and parents to carry out certain 
tasks; stressing that whoever violates this direc-
tive will face legal accountability, reports Al-Anba 
daily.

The daily obtained a copy of the circular issued 
by Director of Farwaniya Educational District Mu-
hammad Ayed Al-Ajmi for the principals to strictly 
implement the following:

■ Teachers, students and their parents should not 
prepare teaching aids, photocopy worksheets, deco-
rate classrooms or schools; or provide devices, tools 
or any materials for the schools.

■ Teachers, students and their parents should not 
be required to give donations in cash or in kind.

■ All the needs of schools should be fi nanced 
through their funds or school canteen accounts and 
other sources in accordance with the regulations and 
systems followed in this regard.

■ Anyone who violates these regulations will be 
subject to legal accountability.

On the other hand, Ahmadi Educational District 

announced the closure of Abdullah bin Al-Zubair 
Joint Evening Center (men), starting from the sec-
ond semester of the current academic year.

The district said the students in Abdullah bin 
Al-Zubair Joint Center (men) will be transferred 
to Omar bin Al-Khattab Secondary Center (men), 
indicating all the concerned offi cials have been in-
structed to ensure the smooth transfer of students’ 
fi les and other related tasks.

❑         ❑         ❑

KOC hires 155 Kuwaitis: Kuwait Petroleum Corpo-
ration (KPC) recently hired 155 Kuwaiti administra-
tive employees, reports Al-Anba daily.

This came after the corporation published job 
advertisements for Kuwaiti fresh graduates spe-
cialized in administrative work in September and 
October 2022. The applicants were advised to log 
on to the offi cial website of KPC and enter their 
civil identifi cation number to fi nd out the result of 
their application. The new employees will be dis-
tributed to the subsidiaries of KPC through draw 
lots soon.

AJSU affi rms keenness on reforming union work
Chief of the Association of Joint Sector Unions, Mahdi 
Al-Sayrafi , affi rmed Wednesday keenness on reform-
ing union work in both public and private sectors.

This came in a statement to KUNA on sideline of 
the joint sector workers conference; the fi rst confer-
ence of its kind. The conference’s agenda aims to 
organize and fortify worker’s rights address union 
work issues, and includes three draft projects.

Al-Sayrafi  stated that a conference of this kind is 

a priority towards achieving the sought after results, 
adding that agendas are set to expand to ensure 
further progress and development.

On his part head of the education technology 
union as well as association treasurer, Fawaz Al-
Fawaz, called on concerned bodies to work togeth-
er and coordinate towards bolstering union work, 
saying that this would in return promote production. 
(KUNA)t

The Guest Show poster

Dr Jawaher Al-Bader on TGS
This Thursday, The Guest Show (TGS) 
presents Dr Jawaher Al-Bader, a very 
accomplished Kuwaiti woman.

Dr Al-Bader has done her PhD in 
Curriculum Instructions in Art & De-
sign Education from the Arizona State 
University. Before that, she did her 
MFA in Painting from the Pratt Insti-
tute and got a degree in Architecture & 
Fashion from the Rhode Island School 
of Design. Professionally, Dr Jawa-

her is an Assistant Professor at the 
Department of Visual Communication 
at Kuwait University. But there is so 
much more to her. Dr Jawaher is an 
artist, an art educator, researcher and 
ethnographer. She is also the founder 
of Art Studio, an independent com-
munity based space that allows artists 
and aspiring artists in Kuwait let down 
their guard, and explore and create. 
Do tune in.

Site for power plant not allocated

KFAED reconsiders policy of 
granting loans, say sources
KUWAIT CITY, Feb 8: The Kuwait 
Fund for Arab Economic Development 
has reconsidered the policy of granting 
loans, if a new policy for grants and loans 
will be developed in light of the changes 
around the world and within the country, 
reports Al-Qabas daily.

In this context, informed sources said 
that giving loans without consideration 
will be reconsidered, as well as purely 
humanitarian actions that do not contain 
any agenda.

The sources added, “The loans that the 
fund will give must be in line with Ku-
wait’s foreign policy, especially with re-
gard to political support towards certain 
issues, and have a positive return, such as 
enhancing the country’s food security, in 
addition to voting in the Security Coun-
cil” on issues of concern to Kuwait.

The sources revealed the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, Sheikh Salem Al-Ab-
dullah, adopted this new policy for the 
fund, and approved the mechanism that 
will be followed in granting loans during 
the next stage.

The sources confi rmed that Kuwait is 
seeking to take legal measures regarding 
the delay in paying the Fund’s dues with 
some countries, pointing out that there 
are some governments that are faltering 
and cannot pay due to wars, such as Syr-
ia, and the money cannot be recovered 
from them.

It is noteworthy that the Kuwait Fund 
for Development reduced the annual 
lending ceiling from 350 to 200 million 
dinars only, by nearly 50% of the value 
of loans and aid distributed annually to 
the world.

The value of arrears owed by some 
countries amounted to 163.5 million di-
nars, of which 146 million dinars are 
owed by Arab countries, and 17 million 
by the rest of the countries that borrowed 
from Kuwait.

❑         ❑         ❑

Site not allocated: An informed source 
revealed the refusal of the General Sec-
retariat of the Supreme Council for 
planning to allocate a site for the power 
generation and water distillation plant on 
Boubiyan Island, reports Al-Qabas daily.

The source told the daily that the Sec-

retariat sent a letter to the municipality, in 
which it indicated that it had held a meet-
ing with the Ministry of Electricity, Wa-
ter, Renewable Energy and the consultant 
to discuss a project to allocate a site for 
a power generation and water distillation 
plant on Boubiyan Island and raise some 
inquiries.

It was found that the site proposed by 
the Ministry of Electricity, Water and 
Renewable Energy did not fi t the spatial 
uses scheme in previous studies.

The Secretariat added that the indus-
trial density is centered in the Fourth 
Structural Plan 2040 around the Mubarak 
Al-Kabeer Port area, as well as in the 
alternative spatial plans proposed in the 
2005 Boubiyan Project Study.

The General Secretariat of the Su-
preme Council for Planning and Devel-
opment recommended not to allocate the 
proposed area for the construction of the 
power generation and water distillation 
plant, and to consider allocating a site in 
line with the Fourth Structural Plan 2040 
and based on previous studies, and to 
consider methods of generating electric 
power through renewable energies that 
may not require Intensive rehabilitation 
of land, and consideration of the possibil-
ity of exploiting land not recommended 
for environmentally incompatible pur-
poses.

❑         ❑         ❑

Customs union discussed: The 118th 
extraordinary meeting of the Financial 
and Economic Cooperation Committee 
of the Gulf Cooperation Council dis-
cussed completing the steps for establish-
ing the customs union before the end of 
2024, in implementation of the timetable 
approved by its members.

The General Secretariat of the Gulf 
Cooperation Council said in a statement 
that the meeting, which was held recent-
ly, via visual communication technology, 
chaired by the Omani Minister of Finance 
(Chairman of the current session), Sultan 
Al Habsi, also discussed completing the 
full implementation of the tracks of the 
Gulf Common Market in accordance 
with the Gulf Common Market Action 
Plan for the period 2022-2024.
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Conference holds 10 training workshops

MoH works to ‘develop’ advanced 
care techniques in ophthalmology
KUWAIT CITY, Feb 8: The Min-
istry of Health announced continu-
ous development in ophthalmology 
and the exchange of experiences 
in this regard, as well as work to 
develop advanced treatment tech-
niques, reports Al-Qabas daily.

The ministry referred to the 
launch of the 22nd Comprehensive 
Ophthalmology Conference in Ku-
wait next Thursday under the aus-
pices of the Minister of Health, Dr. 
Ahmed Al-Awadi, and its activities 
will last for three days to discuss 
the latest medical developments in 
this field.

The ophthalmology consultant 
at the ministry and the head of the 
conference, Dr. Faisal Al-Jassar 
said that the conference includes all 
specialties of ophthalmology and 
surgery. Al-Jassar added that there 
are participations from elite doc-
tors from different countries of the 
world, the region and Kuwait, as 
modern mechanisms and methods 
of treatment will be discussed, in 
addition to performing some com-
plex surgeries in cornea and retina 
specialties.

He explained that the confer-
ence will witness the holding of ten 
training workshops on some opera-
tions, which are supervised by spe-
cialized ophthalmologists, calling 

on all ophthalmologists to register 
and participate in this conference 
because of its benefit in advancing 
specialization and discussing its 
most important developments.

Al-Jassar referred to a meeting 
that will be held on the sidelines 
of the conference between the Gulf 
Associations for Ophthalmology to 
coordinate some common goals, as 
well as coordination in the field of 
exchanging training programs for 
doctors to benefit from diverse ex-
periences.

Dr. Faisal Al-Jassar, Consultant of 
Ophthalmology at the Ministry and 

Chairman of the Conference.

Success of new ‘food council’ subject
to planning and intensified oversight

Adopting policies aimed at improving health, food security

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 8: Sev-
eral tasks await the Board 
of Directors of the Public 
Authority for Food and Nu-
trition, of which a special 
decree was issued to form it 
recently, foremost of which 
is protecting public health in 
the country, adopting poli-
cies aimed at improving the 
health and nutrition of so-
ciety, ensuring the sustain-
ability of food security, and 
working seriously to limit the 
spread of nutrient defi ciency 
diseases, as well as the speed 
of response with consumer 
complaints and suggestions 
on social networking sites, 
reports Al-Qabas daily.

After the issuance of the decree 
to form the Board of Directors of 
the Public Authority for Food and 
Nutrition for a period of 4 years, 
renewable once, headed by Reem 
Al-Fulaij and the membership of 
the Assistant Undersecretary of 
the Ministry of Health for Public 
Health, the Deputy Director Gen-
eral for Ports Affairs at Customs, 
and the Assistant Undersecretary 
for Consumer Protection Affairs, 
in addition to appointing 3 mem-
bers dedicated to it, the new coun-
cil awaits several tasks related to 
preserving the safety and health of 
citizens and residents, and examin-
ing what is sold and eaten in vari-
ous regions of the country.

Effective policies
The new council fi nds itself required 

to continue efforts aimed at preserving 
food safety and security and enhancing 
community nutrition, as well as ensur-
ing the sustainability of food security in 
cooperation with relevant government 
agencies, by applying effective policies, 
regulations and control systems, accord-
ing to international standards and speci-
fi cations, specialized administrative and 
technical cadres, and an integrated com-
munity partnership. And by respecting 
laws and regulations, transparency, in-
tegrity, professionalism and excellence, 
and following the spirit of one team and 
teamwork.

With the increase in markets, restau-
rants, and shops dedicated to the sale 
and promotion of food, the author-
ity is facing the demands to intensify 
controls on the boxes and stalls selling 
vegetables, fruits, fi sh and meat in the 
markets, and adopting targeted policies 
to improve the health and nutrition of 
society, based on studies and research 
based on scientifi c foundations.

Recently, several complaints have 
been noticed on social media about 
poor food in some restaurants, which 
requires the new council to remedy 
the matter by checking health require-
ments and issuing serious violations 
related to controlling materials unfi t 
for consumption, with the referral 
of records of violations to the Public 
Prosecution and its follow-up.

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 8: Dasman Dia-
betes Institute, founded by Kuwait 
Foundation for the Advancement of 
Sciences, recently organized an aware-
ness outreach at the British Embassy in 
Kuwait.

On this occasion, Tarek Aleryan, 
Director of Public Relations and Media 
Services at Dasman Diabetes Institute, 
stated that the Institute participated 
with its mobile clinic, which is a new 
medically equipped bus to conduct 
basic and preventive medical testing 
such as blood glucose, pressure, and 
vital signs, in addition to many other 
tests, as the Institute believes in the 
importance of conducting early checks 
and spreading awareness on diabetes 
to contribute to the prevention of this 
disease and its complications.

In addition, booklets, leafl ets, fl yers, 
and other material on educational top-
ics such as the healthy plate, intermittent 
fasting, how to prevent diabetes, insulin 

Photo during the awareness outreach at the British Embassy in Kuwait.

Sony World Photography Awards reveals 
Kuwait National Award winner for 2023
KUWAIT CITY, Feb 8: The World 
Photography Organisation and Sony 
Middle East & Africa are delighted 
to reveal Adil Javed as Kuwait’s 
National Award winner for the Sony 
World Photography Awards 2023. 

The National Awards program 
is an initiative set up by the World 
Photography Organisation and Sony 
to support local photographic com-
munities around the world, with 55 
countries taking part this year.

Over 415,000 images from over 
200 countries and territories were 
submitted to the Sony World Pho-
tography Awards 2023 and over 
200,000 were entered to the Open 
competition (from which the Na-
tional Awards winner was selected).

Adil Javed was anonymously se-
lected by judges for his photograph 
Retro Vibes, entered into the Por-
traiture category of the Open com-
petition. “As a fan of the 1980s, I 
wish today’s technology was avail-
able in those days,” Javed said about 

his winning photo. 
Born & brought up in Kuwait, 

Javed is a Chemical Engineer by 
profession and a photographer by 

passion. He is giving his knowledge 
back to the community through his 
creative style in photography.

Commenting on his win Javed 
said: “There are no shortcuts to 
success. Practice makes perfect, 
work hard to refi ne your skill and 
the results will surely follow. And 
of course, don’t forget to be in the 
prayers of your loved ones.”

As Kuwait’s National Award win-
ner, Adil Javed receives Sony digital 
imaging equipment and will be in-
cluded in the Sony World Photogra-
phy Awards exhibition and book.

The overall winners in the Stu-
dent, Youth, Open and Professional 
competitions of the Sony World 
Photography Awards 2023 will be 
announced on 13 April 2023 and 
will go on display as part of the ex-
hibition at Somerset House, London 
(14 April-1 May 2023). For more 
information about upcoming an-
nouncements and winners please 
visit www.worldphoto.org.

Adil Javed, Kuwait National 
Awards Winner, Sony World 

Photography Awards 2023.

Photo from the event.

French delegation lauds Kuwait for 
advanced cancer treatment system
KUWAIT CITY, Feb 8: A del-
egation from French Gustave 
Rossi Hospital affi rmed that 
Kuwait has an advanced can-
cer treatment system; affi rming 
they are keen on strengthening 
cooperation between the two 
countries in this fi eld, reports 
Al-Qabas daily.

The delegation is currently 
in the country to lay down the 
practical steps toward bilateral 
cooperation for the treatment of 
cancer. The delegation visited 
Kuwait Cancer Control Center 
(KCCC) and its specialized 
units.

According to the Ministry 
of Health, the delegation also 
visited Husain Makki Al-Juma 
Center for Specialized Surgery, 

Yaqoub Behbehani Center 
for Bone Marrow Transplant 
and Specialized Laboratories, 
Sheikha Badriya Al-Ahmad 
Center for Oncology and Stem 
Cell Treatment, and Faisal Sul-
tan Bin Isa Center for Diagnosis 
and Radiotherapy.

The visit included many dis-
cussions, exchange of visions and 
the presentation of Director of the 
Medical Authority at KCCC Dr 
Jassim Al-Barrak about the capa-
bilities of the center.

The ministry said that the 
visiting delegation praised Ku-
wait’s advanced level in can-
cer treatment, while expressing 
their wish to begin steps toward 
cooperation in this fi eld in the 
near future.

KUNA photo
The French delegation visit Husain Makki Al-Juma Center for Spe-

cialized Surgery.

DDI conducts awareness outreach at British Embassy

doses and several other subjects were 
distributed to the embassy staff.

Moreover, the Institute organized 
a similar campaign recently at Das-
man Bilingual School, where random 
checks for students and faculty were 

offered. Aleryan added, “The Institute 
spares no effort in spreading awareness 
among all segments of society, noting 
the importance of the role played by 
the Institute through these awareness 
outreach”.

Charities set
Continued from Page 1

In the conversation, Sheikh Salem 
renewed, on behalf of Kuwait’s po-
litical leadership, government and 
people, sincere condolences to the 
government and people of sisterly 
Turkiye over the victims of the recent 
powerful earthquake.

He prayed for Allah, the Almighty, 
to lodge the deceased in Paradise and 
grant the wounded a quick recovery.

The conversation also dealt with 
the instructions of His Highness the 
Amir of Kuwait Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah regarding 
the dispatching of urgent assistance, 
including medial and security teams, 
to Turkiye.

The Turkish foreign minister con-
veyed the regards of the Turkish lead-
ers to the Kuwaiti leaders, govern-
ment and people, expressing gratitude 
for the disaster relief.

Cavusoglu appreciating the launch-
ing of a lifeline for airlifting the hu-
manitarian aid from Kuwait, saying 
these assistances materialize the deep-
rooted friendship and cooperation 
between both nations and Kuwait’s 
distinctive humanitarian role around 
the globe.

Meanwhile, Kuwait continues to 
evacuate Kuwaitis from the affected 
areas in Turkey, after it was hit by a 
devastating earthquake, in an effort 
by the government to ensure the pro-
tection of citizens living in dangerous 
areas, reports Al-Qabas daily.

About 10 flights landed at the 
Kuwait International Airport from 
Istanbul carrying 1,300 passengers 
Monday, the first flight to evacuate 
citizens who were in the affected ar-
eas in southern Turkey.

The private plane of Kuwait Air-
ways landed at Kuwait International 
Airport carrying a limited number 
of citizens coming from Adana In-
ternational Airport, where they were 
scheduled to arrive via Antalya Air-
port, but due to poor conditions and 
the destruction of the infrastructure of 
parts of the airport, it was decided to 
leave through Adana Airport.

The returning citizens indicated 
that the embassy in Turkey followed 
up on their situation and provided all 
their needs until their arrival in Ku-

wait. 
Kuwait’s Foreign Minister Sheikh 

Salem Al-Sabah said on Wednesday 
that the wellbeing of nationals is the 
utmost priority, in the aftermath of 
a devastating earthquake that struck 
southeastern Turkiye and parts of 
Syria.

As he offered his condolences over 
the victims of the natural catastrophe, 
the Kuwaiti minister’s underlined his 
country’s “rapid response” to the ca-
lamity, citing His Highness the Amir 
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber 
Al-Sabah’s instructions to provide 
immediate aid to the affected areas.

Kuwait stands in solidarity with 
Turkiye in the wake of the disaster, 
the minister underlined, hoping An-
kara would get through this painful 
tragedy, he added.

was a shortage of rescuers where he 
was. Meanwhile, cold hampered the 
efforts of those who were there, in-
cluding volunteers.

“Our hands cannot pick up anything 
because of the cold,” said Pikal. “Work 
machines are needed.”

The region was already beset by 
more than a decade of civil war in Syr-
ia that has displaced millions in that 
country and left them reliant on hu-
manitarian aid and sent millions more 
to seek refuge in Turkey.

Turkey’s president said the coun-
try’s death toll passed 8,500. The Syr-
ian Health Ministry, meanwhile, said 
the death toll in government-held ar-
eas climbed past 1,200, while at least 
1,400 people have in the rebel-held 
northwest, according to the volunteer 
first responders known as the White 
Helmets.

That brought the overall total to 
11,000 since Monday’s earthquake 
and multiple strong aftershocks. Tens 
of thousands more are injured.

Syrian officials said the bodies of 
more than 100 Syrians who died dur-
ing the earthquake in Turkey were 
brought back home for burial. Mazen 
Alloush, an official on the Syrian side 
of the border, said 20 more bodies 
were on their way, adding that all of 
them were Syrian refugees who fled 
civil war.

Stories of rescues continued to pro-
vide hope that some people still trapped 
might be found alive. A crying newborn 
still connected by the umbilical cord to 
her deceased mother was rescued in 
Syria on Monday. In Turkey’s Kahra-
manmaras, rescuers pulled a 3-year-old 
boy, Arif Kaan, from the rubble.

“For now, the name of hope in Kah-
ramanmaras is Arif Kaan,” a Turkish 
television reporter proclaimed as the 
dramatic rescue was broadcast to the 
country.

Polish rescuers told TVN24 that low 
temperatures were working against 
them, though two firefighters said the 
fact that the predawn quake struck as 
many people were in bed under warm 
covers could help buy the search teams 
more time.

But David Alexander, a professor of 
emergency planning and management 
at University College London, said 
data from past earthquakes suggested 
the likelihood of survival was now 
slim, particularly for individuals who 
suffered serious injuries or significant 
blood loss.

Quake toll
Continued from Page 1

Turkey’s disaster management 
agency said Wednesday that the re-
covered bodies of people who died in 
the earthquake but cannot be identified 
would be buried within five days even 
if they remained unnamed. 

The agency, known as AFAD, said 
unidentified victims would be buried 
following DNA tests, finger printing 
and after being photographed for fu-
ture identification.

The move is in line with Islamic 
funeral rites which require a burial to 
take place as quickly as possible after 
a person’s death.

In the Turkish city of Malatya, bod-
ies were placed side by side on the 
ground, covered in blankets, while 
rescuers waited for funeral vehicles 
to pick them up, according to former 
journalist Ozel Pikal, who said he saw 
eight bodies pulled from the ruins of a 
building.

Pikal, who took part in the rescue ef-
forts, said he thinks at least some of the 
victims froze to death as temperatures 
dipped to minus 6 degrees Celsius (21 
Fahrenheit).

“As of today there is no hope left 
in Malatya,” Pikal said by telephone. 
“No one is coming out alive from the 
rubble.”

Road closures and damage in the 
region made it hard to access all the 
areas that need help, he said, and there 
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Kuwait American School holds World Values Day

The students and families at the Kuwait American School created beau-
tifully decorated and recycled shoe and tissue boxes, with their favorite 
values for World Values Day, explaining why value was important to them 
and three ways in which to live that value.

With much appreciation to Boulevard, an exhibition of over 150 of their 
decorated shoe and tissue boxes was displayed in the main shopping con-
course together with an ‘Invitational Tree of Values’ inviting those who at-
tend to share ‘What value the world needs now’.

The very successful exhibition and display revealed the top 6 values, of 

all those who added a value to the tree, as firstly love followed by happi-
ness, care,respect, peace and kindness. Whilst all values are equally im-
portant, with their emphasis changing over time, it was touching to note that 
all 271 messages,expressed in the form of an apple or heart, choose love 
as the most important value. In all, 64 values were referenced reminding us 
to share the values that mean the most to us in our lives and to live them.

“An emphasis on value-based education is at the root of the KAS (Ku-
wait American School) mission - ‘Build Minds, Character and Futures’. We 
believe that the review of the heart and soul is just as important as em-

powering the mind with knowledge and skills. Each family makes up our 
one big school family and these values reflect us as whole’’, said Ghaida 
Al-Habib, Assistant Director, KAS. “Our students drew inspiration from the 
event sharing that we all seek love in the home, peace in the world, happi-
ness in the heart, respect for all, honesty in all we say and do, kindness for 
each other and care for our natural world. This beautiful and timely exhibi-
tion shows how much we care about Kuwait, care about our World, care for 
each other, respect the universal values that are inherent in our society,” 
said Peter Williams, Superintendent, KAS.

Friends, well-wishers congratulate him on completing his Ph.D.

Pakistan Awami Society honors Dr Samdani
By Mujahid Iqbal

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 8: Pakistan 
Awami Society Kuwait organized a 
gala dinner in honor of its President 
Dr. Syed Jafar Samdani for complet-
ing his Ph.D. The program started 
with the recitation of the Holy Quran 
by Qari Abdul Rasheed. Engineer 
Asif Kamal performed the admin-
istrative duties. The ceremony was 
presided over by Al-Hajj Abdul Ra-
sheed Khokhar, President of Minhaj 
Al-Quran International.  

Togo’s Ambassador to Kuwait 
Muhammad Saad Oru Sama was the 
special guest at the event. Kenyan 
Ambassador Halima A Mohamud, 
Beninese Ambassador Moudjaidou 
Soumanou Issoufou, Djibouti Am-
bassador Abdoulkader Houssein 
Omar, South Sudan Ambassador Jo-
seph Dut Kuoi, Bangladesh Embassy 
Defense Attache Brigadier Hasanul 
Zaman and Kuwaiti lawyers Yusuf 
Ahmed Al-Arabed Al-Maham, En-
gineer Ahmed Qattan, Abdullah Al-
Ubaid Al-Maham, Engineer Umar, 
Advocate Adel, Dr Musaad Al-Najj-
ar, Dr. Musaad Al-Otaibi, and Nasir 
were also present. 

Many members of the Pakistani 
community participated, including 
Farrukh Amir Sial, Community Wel-
fare Attaché of the Embassy of the 
Islamic Republic of Pakistan, along 
with prominent businessman and 
President of Insaf Welfare Society 
(PTI–Kuwait Chapter) Pir Amjad 
Hussain, Director General of Paki-
stan Business Center Kuwait and 
President of Roshan Pakistan Hafiz 
Muhammad Shabbir, M Irfan Adil 
Mughal, Arshad Naeem Chaudhry, 
Sadaf Ali, Tariq Iqbal, and others. 
All the speakers congratulated Dr. 
Samdani on completing his Ph.D. 
and described his ingenuity as a bea-
con for the youth. 

Dr. Samdani said in his address 
that he was able to get this honor 
as a result of the grace of Allah and 
the prayers of his parents. Every-
one present at the event was ea-
ger to congratulate Dr. Samdani, 
standing in long queues to take 
pictures together. At the end of the 
event, dinner was served to the par-
ticipants. 

Dr. Samdani is a young, vibrant, 
vocal, and up-to-date intellectual 
on history, politics, and current af-
fairs, besides a well-known corpo-
rate lawyer covering most foreign 
diplomatic missions in Kuwait 
over legal affairs. The Pakistani 
community has benefited a lot from 
him on different issues concerning 
the country and its people. He has 
been the most frequent organizer of 
Pakistani national programs in Ku-
wait since 2000.

Photos from the event

Photos from the event

Flyer of the event.

New leadership looks into the light of 71 years

‘Practical solutions for dyslexia’

KTMCC holds annual general body meeting, elects new committee

American University of Kuwait to
host 8th KALD Int’l Annual Forum

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 8: It has been 
70 years since the establishment of 
The Kuwait Town Malayalee Chris-
tian Congregation (K.T.M.C.C) hav-
ing done numerous works and deeds 
in Kuwait, the KTMCC is a salient 
part of the Christian churches in Ku-
wait.

KTMCC has been the backbone 
and stronghold of the Christian Ma-
layalee Churches in Kuwait, for 7 
decades! KTMCC helped in the start 
of many prayer meetings and church 

meetings, helped them gather at vari-
ous places, and helped them get a 

place to worship. In fact, the deeds 
pondered by KTMCC, are truly re-

markable, and can never be forgot-
ten by the Christian Malayalee’s in 
Kuwait.

KTMCC represents more than 
28 churches from its Marthoma, 
CSI, Evangelical, Brethren and 
Pentecostal denominations. KT-
MCC also handles the main re-
sponsibilities of NECK (National 
Evangelical Church, Kuwait), 
which is the foremost centre and 
place of worship for 85 congre-
gations, hailing from over 100 

different countries! Roy K. Yo-
hannan (NECK Secretary), Reju 
Daniel John and Ajosh Mathew 
will represent KTMCC in the 
NECK Common Council.

KTMCC held its annual gen-
eral body meeting on 25th January 
2023. The newly elected commit-
tee members are, Saju V. Thomas 
(President), Reju Daniel John (Sec-
retary), Vinod Kurian (Treasurer), 
Thomas Philip (Vice President), 
Shijo Thomas (Joint Secretary), 

Jees George Cherian (Joint Trea-
surer), Jim Cherian Jacob, Jino 
Areekal, Joseph M. P., Kuruvilla 
Cherian, Shilu George, Rajan Pe-
ter, Varghese Mathew (Committee 
Members). Bijo K. Easow, Godly 
Joseph and John Thomas were se-
lected as auditors. Under the lead-
ership of Adv. P. John Thomas, 
Shibu V. Sam, Biju Philip, Justin 
Thomas Varghese, and Biju Sam-
uel coordinated and regulated the 
election process.

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 8: The 
American University of Kuwait 
(AUK) will host the 8th Kuwait 
Association for Learning Differ-
ences (KALD) International An-
nual Conference on the 10th, 11th 
and 12th of February, 2023. The 
conference, titled “Practical Solu-
tions for Dyslexia,” is accredited 
by the British Dyslexia Associa-
tion (BDA).   

Through this conference, edu-
cators and specialists will gain a 
better understanding of the prob-
lems that dyslexic learners face, 
including the appropriate methods 
and resources to help support them 
within the context of their learning 
environment.   

The conference is the first of 
three sessions that will lead to 
achieving and receiving a qualifi-
cation from BDA. Presenting at the 
conference will be Lynn Lovell, 
BDA Head of Professional Prac-
tice; Kayleigh Chang, BDA Profes-
sional Level Tutor; and Dr. Huda 

Shabaan, KALD Conference Gen-
eral Coordinator Development and 
Schools Evaluation Consultant.   

This program is suitable for edu-
cation professionals, specialists, or 
those with an interest in dyslexia 
who are looking to attend training 
or build towards an accredited out-
come. 

This year, the KALD conference 
will give all attendees the opportu-
nity to complete the level 2 BDA 
accredited program, comprising of 
3 days of training. Candidates may 
then apply for the level 5 BDA ac-
credited program, after which they 
can upgrade to the BDA level 7 Di-
ploma in Dyslexia Assessment and 
Intervention that will enable them 
to formally diagnose dyslexia, 
gaining an Assessment Practicing 
Certificate (APC). 

The event will be hosted both 
online and on-site. To register, 
visit the following link: https://
kaldkuwait.wufoo.com/forms/rdg-
bw1k0opook7/
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stc reports KD 33.2 mln net profi t for 2022
KUWAIT CITY, Feb 8: Kuwait Telecommunications 
Company (stc), a world-class digital leader providing in-
novative services and platforms to customers and ena-
bling the digital transformation in Kuwait, announced its 
fi nancial results for the fi nancial year ended 31 December 
2022, highlighting the most signifi cant achievements, fi -
nancial and operational performance in addition to the 
social initiatives taken by the company during 2022.

Commenting on the announcements of these results, Dr. Mahmoud 
Ahmed Abdulrahman, stc’s Chairman, stated: “stc has witnessed a 
number of achievements during 2022 in terms of expanding the Compa-
ny’s operating model, supporting the digital transformation strategy and 
adding value to its shareholders. The rapid development of the telecom-
munications sector showed stc’s fl exibility in driving further progress 
and accelerate the digital transformation process aimed at enabling the 
Company to capture all the available business opportunities to achieve the 
growth in its operating and fi nancial results.Driven by the ever-growing 
and continuous reliance on digitization and global networking in various 
sectors, stc ensured providing the telecommunications and ICT services as 
one of the key pillars that the Company has followed throughout the previ-
ous years, in order to achieve its corporate strategy focused on business 
expansion, especially in the enterprise sector. This has also supported stc 
to enhance its internal capabilities and increase its market share through 
enriching customer experience and relying on its solid infrastructure.”

Commenting on the company’s fi nancial position as at 31 December 2022 
Dr.Mahmoud, stated: “stc’s total assets reached KD 424.4 mn by the end of Decem-
ber 2022, while total shareholders’ equity increased by 2% reaching KD 241.4 mn. 
Moreover, stc has a strong solvency position among its peers in the Middle East.”

The Board of Directors has recommended distributing cash dividends of 30 fi ls 
per share representing 30% of the share nominal value for the year ended 2022, 
subject to the approval of the Ordinary General Assembly of the company. This 
decision was based on stc’s confi dence in the continuous advancements of its op-
erations, the robustness of its fi nancial position, and the strength of its cash fl ows.”

Dr. Abdulrahman also noted that stc has strengthened its role with regard to 
Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) in 2022, In line with its institutional values 
through a series of campaigns and initiatives, stc aims to contribute effectively and 
positively to support the development of the State of Kuwait and to raise aware-
ness about important issues in society, in cooperation with both government and 
private sectors. The company’s Corporate Social Responsibility program for this 
year has a strong emphasis on environmental, social and governance foundations, 
with stc’s eager to grow on those aspects in 2022. Accordingly, stc’s working 
teams assure compliance with the latest trends towards adhering and evaluating 
the implementation of the ESG factors to protect Company’s stakeholders, man-
age its social capital, preserve the natural resources and encourage recycling. As a 
pioneer in Kuwait’s telecom, information technology and digital solutions sector, 
stc will continue to contribute through its rich, diverse, and widespread program 
with the sole objective of creating a positive and sustainable impact in the local 
community.

Hence, as a pioneer in Kuwait’s telecom and digital solutions sector, stc will 
continue to contribute through its rich, diverse, and widespread program with the 
sole objective of creating a positive and sustainable impact in the local commu-
nity. This approach falls in line with stc’s vision to back and support the com-
munity by implementing initiatives and events that align with its robust social 
responsibility framework.

Commenting on stc’s achievements in 2022, Eng. Maziad Al Harbi, stc’s 
CEO stated: “stc’s robust results during the fi nancial year ended in December 
2022 demonstrated the successful implementation of its corporate strategy with 
all the operational and fi nancial KPIs adopted.This was the key factor behind 

reaching stc’s best results aimed at exceeding the aspiration of our customer’s in 
addition to placing stc amongst the leading companies for supporting the digital 
transformation process and providing integrated technical solutions with a value 
added to the traditional telecommunications sector.This is by virtue of stc’s most 
advanced 5G network and well-established infrastructure that the Company had 
heavily invested in to enable the Company to deliver the best integrated techni-
cal and database solutions that target and fulfi ll the needs of all of our customers.

In conjunction with stc’s eagerness to maintain its leadership in the telecom-
munications sector, sustain its strong position and enrich its reputation within one 
of the most competitive industries, we are keen to place the implementation of our 
productive and digital operating model as our foremost concern with an unwaver-
ing commitment to enhance profi tability, maximize our employees’ potential, im-
prove their future career skills, and promote corporate sustainability. This is also 

accompanied by the hard work of our subsidiaries and their capabilities to execute 
business solutions in the ICT fi eld.

stc’s strategic expansion in April 2022 through the acquisition of E-Portal Hold-
ing Company and its subsidiaries was a key stepin its relevance with enabling the 
Company to create strong and solid grounds to achieve the sustainable growth in the 
future. In this regard, stc ensured establishing a holistic operating model, which sig-
nifi cantly supports the strategic pillars of the digital transformation process. There-
fore, through our subsidiaries, solutions by stc and E-Portal, specialized in provid-
ing the latest solutions for the enterprise sector, stc is keen to keep up with all the 
changes and challenges that would result from the economic impact in general, and 
the competition within the telecommunications sector in particular. This is attributed 
to updating its corporate strategy and structuring the Company’s operating model to 
ensure the best results, capture all the available opportunities in addition to design-
ing smart plans that would take into consideration all the potential risks that might 
occur, in order to always be prepared to face future challenges.”

Commenting on the announcement of company’s fi nancial results for the 
year ended December 31, 2022, Eng. Maziad Al Harbi said: “In line with Com-
pany’s aspirations to add value to shareholders and exceed customers’ expecta-
tions, stc was able to generate strong fi nancial results in FY2022. Whereby, stc 
recorded the highest total revenue since inception to reach KD 336.4 mn with a 
growth rate of 13.5% in 2022, compared to KD 296.3 mn last year. stc’s robust 
outcomes are attributed to the services and smart packages designed to cater the 
needs of almost all ofthe individual sector, with the support of the digital services 
and providing integrated technical solutions for the private and government sec-
tors, that are provided by our subsidiaries. Furthermore, the accelerated demand 
for the integrated enterprise solutions and the continuous increased demand on the 
traditional telecommunications services in the Kuwaiti markethave signifi cantly 
attributed to achieving these outstanding results. Additionally, this growth in rev-
enue was achieved with the signifi cant support from the increase in stc’s customer 
base which has reached 2.3 million customers by the end of December 2022, rep-
resenting a rise of 14.4% compared to December 2021.

Al Harbi noted: “Accordingly, stc’s EBITDA witnessed a growth of 3.1%to 
reach KD 82.0mn in 2022 compared to KD 79.6mn in 2021. In an analysis of 
stc’s net profi t during 2022 which reached KD33.2 mn (earnings per share 33 fi ls) 
compared to KD 44.9 mn(earnings per share 45 fi ls) in 2021, in which the decline 
in net profi t is due to the nonrecurring and extraordinary gains from legal claims in 
2021. Whereby, without considering these nonrecurring and extraordinary gains, 
stc’s net profi t in 2022 witnessed a growth of 12.7% with the support of the growth 
in revenue and cost operational effi ciencies.”

Al Harbi concluded: “The continuous update of stc’s long-term fi nancial pol-
icy, short and long-term digital transformation strategy along the previous three 
years was the main attribute that facilitated the ability to keep pace with the most 
recent developments in the telecom industry. stc succeeded in not only satisfying 
and exceeding the needs of its customers, but it has also demonstrated its ability to 
build a wise fi nancial and operational plan based on the Company’s cost optimiza-
tion program. This, in turn, had a signifi cant role in enhancing stc’s solvency and 
strong cash position.”

BoD recommends 30 fi ls cash dividends

World shares mixed

Wall Street ‘falls’, giving
back some recent gains
NEW YORK, Feb 8, (Agencies): Stocks are falling on Wall 
Street Wednesday, giving back some of their recent gains as 
uncertainty about interest rates and infl ation continues to reign. 

The S&P 500 was 0.8% lower in midday trading following 
another mixed set of earnings reports from big companies. 
The Dow Jones Industrial Average was down 106 points, or 
0.3%, at 34,050, as of 11:15 a.m. Eastern time, while the Nas-
daq composite was 1.4% lower.

The pullback follows Tuesday’s gain of 1.3% for the S&P 
500, which came after the fi rst public comments by Federal Re-
serve Chair Jerome Powell since the central bank raised interest 
rates last week. Markets found some solace in Powell’s signal-
ing that Friday’s exceptionally strong jobs report wouldn’t by 
itself push the Fed to get more aggressive on interest rates. 

Infl ation
But analysts pointed out that Powell’s comments were just 

as tough on infl ation as before. He said that while he has seen 
improvements in infl ation, the road ahead is still long to get 
it fully under control. The Fed can help drive down infl ation 
by raising interest rates and keeping them high, but that also 
raises the risk of a deep recession and hurts investment prices 
in the meantime. 

The Fed has been saying that it plans to hike interest rates 
a couple more times and then hold them at a high level at 
least through the end of the year. Friday’s blockbuster re-
port showing much stronger job growth than expected, which 
could raise the pressure on infl ation, got Wall Street to move 
its forecast for rates closer to the Fed’s. But investors are still 
betting on the possibility of a cut to rates late this year. 

Uncertainty about where infl ation and interest rates are head-
ing has been at the center of Wall Street’s big swings for the last 
year. So have shifting expectations for the economy to fall into a 
deep recession, which would kneecap corporate profi ts.

Shares rose in early European trading on Wednesday after 
a mixed day in Asia, while oil prices climbed more than $1 
a barrel. 

Also:
KUWAIT CITY: Kuwait crude oil rose USD 2.12 during 
Tuesday’s trading sessions to close at USD 81.48 per barrel 
compared with USD 79.36 pb the day before, Kuwait Petro-
leum Corporation (KPC) said Wednesday.

Brent futures also gained USD 2.70 to USD 83.69 pb and 
West Texas Intermediate gained USD 3.03 to USD 77.14 pb.

Dr. Mahmoud Ahmed Abdulrahman, stc’s Chairman Eng. Maziad Bin Nasser Al Harbi, stc’s CEO

stc HQ

‘Warba’ recorded measured financial leaps in line with sustainable growth plan

Chief Executive Offi cer of War-
ba Bank, Shaheen Hamad Al-
Ghanem, said that the fi nancial 
results achieved by the Bank for 
2022, with a growth of 21 percent 
compared to 2021, proves that 
Warba Bank is on the right track, 
driven by a clear operational strat-
egy that accommodates the sever-
ity of the changes that occurred in 
the markets lately.

Al-Ghanem added that “Warba” 
recorded during the past fi nancial 

periods deliberate fi nancial leaps 
that were in line with its plan for 
sustainable growth, pointing to the 
importance of approving a cash 
distribution for the fi rst time since 
the Bank’s establishment, and the 
strong indicators of the improve-
ment of “Warba” path and its fi nan-
cial effi ciency increase. 

Al-Ghanem stressed that the 
prudence of the Central Bank 
of Kuwait in managing the lo-
cal banking scene in coopera-

tion with bank leaders was one of 
the main reasons for increasing 
the effi ciency of Kuwaiti banks’ 
results compared to last year in 
general. This seems clear when 
reading the results announced 
so far and expected from the rest 
of the banks, noting that they all 
contradict the functioning of many 
foreign banks, which show greater 
suffering in facing the complexities 
of the fi nancial crisis that we are 
witnessing in the markets since 

the pandemic, compared to the 
performance of Kuwaiti banks, 
which have enhanced the strength 
of their various indicators.

Al-Ghanem inferred the reports 
of international rating agencies, 
which confi rmed that Kuwaiti banks 
enjoy high capital buffers, which re-
fl ects their conservative application 
of Basel (3) standards, and these 
high capital buffers give them 
strong ability to absorb unexpected 
losses. 

Shaheen Hamad Al-
Ghanem, Chief Executive 
Offi cer of Warba Bank
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UK watchdog says Microsoft’s Activision deal hurts gamers

Microsoft’s stalled $68.7 billion deal to 
buy video game company Activision Bliz-
zard has hit a fresh hurdle in the United 
Kingdom, where the antitrust watchdog 
said Wednesday that it will stifle compe-
tition and hurt gamers. 

Britain’s Competition and Markets 
Authority said its in-depth investigation 
found that the deal could strengthen Mi-
crosoft’s position in the growing cloud 
gaming market, “harming U.K. gamers 
who cannot afford expensive consoles.” 

The blockbuster deal also could hurt 

British gamers by “weakening the impor-
tant rivalry” between Microsoft’s Xbox 
console and Sony’s rival PlayStation 
machines, the watchdog said in a provi-
sional report. 

The all-cash deal is facing opposition 
from Sony and pushback from regula-
tors in the U.S. and Europe because it 
would give Microsoft control of popular 
game franchises such as Call of Duty, 
World of Warcraft and Candy Crush.

Microsoft’s deputy general counsel, 
Rima Alaily, said the company is “com-

mitted to offering effective and eas-
ily enforceable solutions that address 
the CMA’s concerns.” 

The U.K. antitrust investigation is now 
set to drag on for a few more months. The 
regulator said it will now seek feedback, 
including possible options to address its 
competition concerns, from interested par-
ties for its final report due April 26.

The move dashes Microsoft’s hopes 
that a speedy favorable outcome could 
help it resolve a lawsuit brought by the 
U.S. Federal Trade Commission. (AP)

The Activision Blizzard 
Booth during the Electronic 
Entertainment Expo in Los 

Angeles, June 13, 2013. 
Activision Blizzard agreed, 

Friday, Feb. 3, 2023 to pay a 
$35 million fine to settle fed-

eral regulatory charges that it 
failed to collect and respond 

to employee complaints of 
workplace misconduct and 

violated a federal whistleblow-
er protection rule. (AP)

The Conversation

Plans to push for police reform at State of the Union address

The Conversation is an independent and nonprofit source of news, anal-
ysis and commentary from academic experts.

❑     ❑     ❑

The speech lasted 70-odd minutes and was interrupted at least 70 times, 
mostly by standing ovations from supporters, but also from occasional in-

terjections from less sympathetic lawmakers.
There was also policy to dissect in President Joe Biden’s State of the Union 

address. Some of it was new, much of it wasn’t - which meant that The Conver-
sation was able to pull from its archives articles that shed light on and provide 
context and analysis to some of Biden’s proposals. Here are what scholars had 
to say on three policy themes that emerged. 

Biden may well have been planning to push for police reform in the State of 
the Union address before the recent release of footage showing police offi cers 
fatally beating Tyre Nichols. But that incident - the latest in a series of high-
profi le deaths of Black men at the hands of police - has again shined a light on 
the failure to address systemic problems in the nation’s policing.

In front of an audience that included Nichols’ mother and stepfather, the 
president called on Congress to “fi nish the job on police reform,” while refer-
encing the George Floyd Justice in Policing Act - a bill that failed to pass into 
law amid gridlock in Congress.

The bill would have addressed some of the problems of U.S. policing. It 
includes a ban on racial profi ling by all law enforcement agencies and an end 
to the “qualifi ed immunity” that protects offi cers in civil lawsuits. It would also 
expand the powers of the Justice Department to hold departments to account 
over civil rights violations.

But, as Alexis Karteron, associate professor of law at Rutgers University - 
Newark, notes, it isn’t a suffi cient fi x. The problem is the federal government 
has only limited power when it comes to effecting change among the nearly 
18,000 police departments in the U.S. 

“For those looking to the federal government to solve what’s wrong with po-
licing in America, federal legislation can’t ensure that every police department 
will make meaningful changes. That’s because the [George Floyd Justice in 
Policing Act] refl ects the hard reality that the federal government has almost no 

control over state and local police departments,” Karteron writes. She adds that 
even if it is passed, the likelihood is some of those agencies would sue, “arguing 
that the federal government is attempting to coerce them into adopting policy 
reforms they do not need or want.”

Which is why some policing experts, such as Thaddeus L. Johnson and Nata-
sha N. Johnson at Georgia State University, have suggested that reform is best 
undertaken at a local level. That would leave the federal government to play “a 
clear role in regard to fi nancing reform and addressing nonpolicing issues that 
contribute to crime, such as underlying poverty and the lack of green spaces.”

Federal money could also help police departments recruit and train police 
offi cers. Biden in 2022, announced plans to add 100,000 offi cers nationwide as 
part of his policing plan. Research from criminologists

Ian T. Adams of the University of South Carolina, Justin Nix of the University of 
Nebraska Omaha, and University of Utah’s Scott M. Mourtgos suggests that adding 
offi cers would help reverse a trend that has seen many leave the profession since the 
protests that followed George Floyd’s death. In Memphis, where Tyre Nichols was 
killed, police staffi ng has dropped by nearly a quarter in recent years.

Shootings
The State of the Union comes just 38 days into the new year, but already 

there have been 60 mass shootings in the U.S., according to the nonprofi t Gun 
Violence Archive. Brandon Tsay, who disarmed the gunman at the Jan. 21, 
2023 deadly attack at Monterey Park, California, was among the attendees in 
Congress to hear Biden speak.

Biden detailed what his administration was able to do to promote gun control, 
notably through provisions contained in the Safer Communities Act. Hailed by 
Biden as “the most sweeping gun safety law in three decades,” the act was lim-
ited in scope, but experts believe its modest reforms will save lives.

Among other provisions, it gives support to states to pass so-called “red fl ag 
laws” that allow authorities to seize the fi rearms of individuals deemed to be a 
threat. Political scientist John A. Tures of LaGrange College has examined the 
effectiveness of red fl ag laws.

He found that states that passed such legislation saw signifi cantly lower fi re-
arm death rates than states without them. 

“In 2020, if there were no red fl ag laws, I estimate that 52,530 Americans 
would have died in gun deaths. The number actually recorded was 45,222, indi-
cating red fl ag laws saved 7,308 American lives that year,” Tures writes.

Lives - mainly female ones - will also be saved by the closing of the “boyfriend 
loophole,” which had allowed some people with a record of domestic violence to 
keep and buy fi rearms. The Safer Communities Act extended the wording in a fed-
eral ban to “those who have or have had a continuing relationship of a romantic or 
intimate nature.” April Zeoli at Michigan State University writes that closing the 
boyfriend loophole will save lives. But she notes in a separate article that recent court 
rulings may allow domestic abusers to keep their guns.

Meanwhile, Biden called for a ban on assault weapons “once and for all.” 
Such a ban once existed but was allowed to lapse. But do bans on assault rifl es 
work? Yes, writes Michael J. Klein of New York University, who was part of 
a team that analyzed the impact of the federal ban on assault rifl es in place for 
a decade from 1994. 

“We calculated that the risk of a person in the U.S. dying in a mass shooting 
was 70% lower during the period in which the assault weapons ban was active,” 
he writes.

Biden came to the State of the Union armed with economic data showing 
robust job growth and evidence that once-soaring infl ation is beginning to fall.

With the United States’ increasing national debt as a backdrop, Biden out-
lined a plan to boost government revenues through a minimum tax for billion-
aires and a quadrupling of the tax on corporate stock buybacks.

Even if Republicans in Congress were to approve the measures, it is unlikely 
to set a course for a new era of progressive taxation. As Gabriel Zucman and 
Emmanuel Saez, economists at the University of California, Berkeley, explain, 
similar plans eyed by Democrats in recent years hardly amount to squeezing the 
uber-rich; in fact, they do little to reverse the decadeslong trend toward regres-
sive taxation, in which lower earners pay a larger percentage of their earnings 
in tax than wealthier ones.

The two economists conclude that although it would “increase taxes on mil-
lionaires signifi cantly,” the 2021 proposal put forward by Democrats would 
“largely leave billionaires off the hook, despite the explosion of their wealth 
during the pandemic.” (AP)

Expert opinion about Biden’s proposed reforms on policing, guns & taxes
By Matt Williams
The Conversation

This Wednesday, June 6, 2018 file photo, shows U.S. dollars currently 
in New York. While married couples usually have finances that are much 
more intertwined, it can still be beneficial for unmarried couples to open a 
joint bank account, especially if the couple lives together and has shared 

expenses. (AP)

Simplify ways of saving & expense

Banking on love: Should unmarried 
couples open joint savings account?
NEW YORK, Feb 8, (AP): When a 
couple joins fi nancial forces, it’s typi-
cally so they can accomplish a joint 
savings goal or contribute to shared 
expenses, such as those that come from 
living together.

This is a typical step for married 
couples, but more unmarried couples 
are taking the plunge to combine 
households: The number of unmar-
ried partners that live together nearly 
tripled between 1996 and 2017 from 6 
million to 17 million, according to the 
most recent fi gures available from the 
U.S. Census. From living together to 
sharing other fi nancial goals, unmar-
ried couples may have questions about 
how they can manage their money to-
gether.

One way to streamline shared ex-
penses is to open a joint bank account, 
which can simplify the way you pay 
for things together. If you’re consid-
ering opening a joint bank account 
with your partner, you’ll want to think 
about the pros and cons of that option.

Benefi ts of using a joint account
Joint accounts can be useful for 

managing regular expenses as well as 
longer-term fi nancial goals. Perhaps 
you and your partner want to make 
it easier to pay your rent and util-
ity bills from one pot, or maybe you 
want to save for a vacation, wedding 
or house together. A joint account can 
be a useful place to start, as long as 
you lay ground rules together for how 
much you each plan to contribute, how 
you’re going to use the funds in the ac-
count and what you’ll do if your rela-
tionship ends.

Taylor Kovar, a certifi ed fi nan-
cial planner and CEO of TheMoney-
Couple.com, says unmarried couples 
should be very careful about opening a 
joint account. There aren’t as many le-
gal protections as there are for married 
couples, who have inherent legal co-
ownership of assets that the couple ac-
quired after they got married. He says 
that there’s safety in keeping your own 
accounts and then opening a separate 
joint account that you and your partner 
both contribute to.

“There needs to be very transparent 
tracking for the account,” Kovar says. 
“Both people should be able to access 
the account at all times. You should 
both agree on what the account can 

and can’t be used for, so that way if an 
argument occurs, then you’ll both be 
clear on what went wrong.” 

Drawbacks of using a joint ac-
count

The primary drawback of a joint ac-
count is dealing with the dreaded ques-
tion: What are we going to do with this 
account if we break up?

Parting ways is hard enough, but 
when there are shared assets involved, 
it can be even harder. The simplest way 
to handle a joint account post-breakup, 
Kovar says, is simply to split the funds 
in half. But if one partner contributed 
more than the other - perhaps because 
that partner has a higher salary - then it 
may be a good idea to split it equitably 
based on the percentage that each part-
ner contributed to the account.

April Lee, the fi nancial blogger be-
hind HassleFreeSavings.com, is grate-
ful that she and her former long-term 
partner never commingled their fi -
nances, especially when it came to the 
house that she purchased but that they 
both lived in. He consulted a lawyer 
to try to sue for ownership after they 
broke up, but in the end, he couldn’t 
prove that he had contributed fi nan-
cially toward the house.

“He couldn’t show that one penny 
had gone toward joint assets,” Lee 
says. “Not having any joint fi nances 
saved my bacon.”

Setting up a joint account
If you decide to open a joint account 

with your partner, you’ll need to re-
search accounts that can be co-owned. 
Once you’ve decided, check with the 
bank to see what documents and iden-
tifi cation both of you will need to be-
come joint owners of the new account.

You also might want to ask your 
bank if there’s a way to set a withdrawal 
limit on the account, where if one person 
wants to withdraw beyond the set limit, 
the other partner has to approve it too.

Once the joint account is set up, 
it can be used for whatever you and 
your partner have agreed on. Perhaps 
you’ll use the account for online bill 
pay to cover your shared costs, such 
as internet, streaming services or rent. 
Or maybe you’ve outlined how much 
you’ll each contribute toward a beach 
trip in Hawaii, and you’ll deposit funds 
into the account until you’re ready to 
book fl ights and a hotel.

NBK highlights latest changes on 
property tax laws in UK & France

Tools for informed decisions & solid financial plans

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 8: 
National Bank of Kuwait 
hosted a seminar for its 
customers to highlight the 
latest changes in residential 
real estate tax regulations 
in the United Kingdom and 
France.

A seminar held at NBK’s head 
office was attended by the mem-
bers of the Board of Directors and 
Executive Management, as well as 
Mr. Fawzi Dajani, General Man-
ager of National Bank of Kuwait 
- London, and Mr. Sabeur Sassi, 
General Manager of National Bank 
of Kuwait - France, attended the 
event.

The seminar was an excellent op-
portunity to learn about the most re-
cent legislative changes to tax regula-
tions in France and the UK, as well as 
the latest trends in London residential 
real estate market. It also sought to 
deliver insights and vital information 
to the Bank’s real estate clients and 
investors.

Experts from Knight Frank, the 
UK’s leading independent real estate 
consultancy, and Trowers & Hamlins, 
the international legal fi rm, provided 
their insight concerning laws, taxes, 
and government policies, as well as 
their impact on the real estate markets 
in France and the UK.

In his welcome speech, Mr. Isam 
Jasem Al-Sager, Vice Chairman and 
Group CEO emphasized NBK’s desire 
to effectively communicate with its cus-
tomers and strengthen the Bank’s well-

established relationships with them, in 
addition to its constant efforts to provide 
them with the latest information and mar-
ket developments to equip them to make 
informed investment decisions.

“NBK is an international bank with 
the most extensive local and international 
network strategically located in major 
fi nancial centers worldwide. The Bank 
harnesses all its capabilities to enable 
companies and individuals to access in-
ternational markets and to keep them in-
formed of the most recent developments 
and changes in international fi nancial 
markets”, Al-Sager said.

“Discussing the most signifi cant 
developments to real estate taxes is 
an important topic; therefore, NBK al-
ways focuses on highlighting the most 
important developments and invites 
experts to answer your questions and 
inquiries about the real estate indus-
try, particularly residential properties, 

which is widely regarded as one of the 
most prominent investment destina-
tions in the world”, Al-Sager added.

Al-Sager underscored that NBK’s 
geographical diversifi cation since the 
mid-1980s, and its access to markets with 
signifi cant development opportunities, 
are distinguishing elements that enable 
the Bank to play a key role in delivering 
high-quality services to its customers.

Participants had the opportunity to 
ask questions, interact with the speak-
ers, and grasp a better understanding 
of the current market conditions and 
future prospects. The seminar was 
well received by the attendees, who 
expressed positive feedback. Follow-
ing the seminar, guests were invited to 
a dinner party.

The seminar successfully provided 
customers with helpful information about 
the Bank’s offerings. The presentation 
was well received by the audience, who 

praised the concise and clear presentation 
of the Bank’s services and products. Cus-
tomers were also able to ask questions 
and engage with bank offi cials through-
out the presentation.

NBK’s Residential Real Estate Ser-
vices in UK and France
■ Dedicated Private Banking and Real 
Estate teams, with decades of com-
bined experience in key property mar-
kets in UK and France.
■ Competitive, effi cient, and acces-
sible fi nancing of residential properties
■ Convenience of applying and man-
aging requests from Kuwait
■  Relationship managers based in UK 
and France assigned to all clients
■  Assistance in searching, sourcing, 
selecting, and executing residential 
real estate acquisitions
■  Coordination with notaries, valuers, 
lawyers, and other third parties
■  Property bills payment services and 
expense management in France
■  Trusts & Estates services out of UK
Key Financing Terms For Residential 
Properties

UK 
■ Loans with LTV up to 75% for am-
ortizing, and up to 65% for non-amor-
tizing.
■ Up to 20 years for amortizing, and 
up to 5 years for non-amortizing.
■ Minimum loan amount of GBP 
200,000 Monthly or quarterly interests 
and repayments 

France
■ Housing loans with LTV up to 75% 
for amortizing.
■ Up to 15 years.
■ Minimum loan amount of EUR 
400,000.
■ Quarterly interests and repayments.

Isam Jasem Al-Sager, Vice Chairman and Group CEO, National Bank of 
Kuwait 

NBK seminar held at NBK’s head office was attended by the members of the Board of Directors and Executive Management, as well as Mr. Fawzi Dajani, 
General Manager of National Bank of Kuwait - London, and Mr. Sabeur Sassi, General Manager of National Bank of Kuwait - France, attended the event.



BUSINESS
ARAB TIMES, THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 2023

9

Innovation Camp held at American Academy for Girls

Gulf Bank participates in INJAZ Innovation Camp
KUWAIT CITY, Feb 8: As part of 
its various initiatives to embed the 
principles of sustainability in soci-
ety, and as part of its strategic part-
nership with INJAZ Kuwait, Gulf 
Bank participated in INJAZ Innova-
tion Camp, which was recently held 
at the American Academy for Girls 
(AAG).

A number of Gulf Bank employ-
ees from various departments par-
ticipated as mentors and judges in 
the innovation camp, to share their 
expertise and experiences with the 
students, to help them develop their 
ideas and projects, and contribute 
towards building their entrepreneur-
ship, creativity, teamwork, time 
management and problem-solving 
skills.

The Innovation Camp is an ex-
citing one-day workshop that will 
challenge students to fi nd innova-
tive solutions to a real business 
challenge using creativity, analysis, 
and teamwork. The workshop was 
an intensive learning experience for 
students, where they get a chance to 
compete against each other through 
a set of educational activities and 
games lead by a Gulf Bank trained 
facilitator. Students were given a 
business challenge for which they 
proposed a solution for in the form 
of a business plan.

On this occasion, Manager of 
Corporate Communications at Gulf 

Bank, Lujain Al-Qenaei said, “It was 
a great experience for Gulf Bank 
employees to share their expertise 
and experiences with the students 
from the American Academy for 
Girls. The students were divided 

into groups and were given a set of 
questions to help motivate and guide 
them to solve problems, which re-
sulted in them presenting impressive 
ideas ranging from applications to 
products and services.”

Al-Qenaei indicated that Gulf 
Bank is keen to fulfi ll its social re-
sponsibilities towards youth em-
powerment and their education, by 
providing them with basic concepts 
related to exploring professional in-

terests and business opportunities. 
The Bank also focuses on develop-
ing job skills and providing fi eld 
trainings as the youth represent one 
of the main pillars in Gulf Bank’s 
2025 Strategy and Kuwait Vision 

2035.
She further noted that the strate-

gic partnership with INJAZ has led 
to a variety of successes in 2022 – 
including training 8,830 local high 
school and university students from 
both genders, through 14 interna-
tional training programs. Around 50 
volunteers from Gulf Bank also par-
ticipated in the various training ac-
tivities provided by INJAZ Kuwait. 

Gulf Bank’s vision is to be the 
leading Kuwaiti Bank of the Future. 
The Bank is constantly engaging 
and empowering its employees as 
part of an inclusive and diversifi ed 
workplace in recognition of every 
employee’s role in delivering cus-
tomer excellence and serving the 
community at large. With its exten-
sive network of branches and inno-
vative digital services, Gulf Bank is 
able to give its customers the choice 
of how and where to conduct their 
banking transactions, all while en-
suring a simple and seamless bank-
ing experience.

Gulf Bank is committed to main-
taining robust developments in sus-
tainability at environmental, social 
and governance levels through di-
verse sustainability initiatives, stra-
tegically selected to benefi t both the 
internal and external community. 
Gulf Bank supports Kuwait Vision 
2035 “New Kuwait” and works with 
various parties to achieve it.

A group photo from the event.

Zain offi cials at the company’s booth.

Latest digital solutions presented

Zain strategic sponsor of 3rd
edition of Kuwait Tech Expo
KUWAIT CITY, Feb 8: Zain, Ku-
wait’s leading digital service pro-
vider, announces its strategic spon-
sorship of the third edition of Kuwait 
Tech Expo & Summit 2023, the big-
gest technology event of its kind in 
the nation. The expo runs from 8-11 
February at Kuwait International 
Fairground in Mishref and features 
the some of the biggest local and 
global ICT companies and govern-
ment entities. 

Zain is always present at the big-
gest projects that contribute to push-
ing the national economy wheel and 
achieve the country’s developmen-
tal goals, especially those centered 
around the ICT sector. Companies 
and government institutions around 
the world are undergoing digital 
transformation and focusing more 
on digital channels, and the third 
edition of this unique expo aims at 
providing a space for local entities to 
network, connect, and share experi-
ences, while also attracting shoppers 
and tech enthusiasts. 

Zain has set up its own booth at 
the expo, where it showcases its lat-
est and most advanced digital solu-
tions from the world’s biggest tech 
brands. Zain’s solutions include In-
ternet of Things (IoT) devices like 
CCTV cameras, smart lights, smart 
smoke detectors, and more, as well 
as the latest gaming consoles and ac-
cessories for gaming enthusiasts. 

Zain also showcases its latest 
digital products and services, origi-
nal accessories, and latest offers, 
including the all-new MAX Internet 
plans that feature the biggest library 

of entertainment and sports content 
from 6 leading streaming partners on 
Kuwait’s biggest 5G network.  

Kuwait Tech Expo 2023 is con-
sidered Kuwait’s biggest ICT-ded-
icated event, offering effective tech 
and digital solutions to the country’s 
governmental bodies as well as serv-
ing the community’s needs. 

Exchange
The expo is divided into two 

events held simultaneously; the fi rst 
event, ‘Kuwait International Tech-
nology Show’, is the largest B2B 
show that offers companies the op-
portunity to showcase their latest 
products and applications, paving 
the way to discuss and exchange 
ideas and information about the tel-
ecommunications and technology 
industry’s key topics. This includes 
information systems, smart applica-
tions, the latest strategies, as well as 
building partnerships with the ma-
jor participating companies through 
face-to-face meetings with leading 
decision makers, researchers and 
professionals within the sector. 

The second event, the ‘Kuwait 
Tech Shopper’, is the only exhibi-
tion of its kind that specializes in 
direct sales of gadgets, smartphones, 
electronic devices, and their acces-
sories. This event provides a unique 
opportunity for all companies to be 
present and interact directly with the 
public to present exciting offers. In 
addition, attendees will experience a 
unique platform to compare between 
brands and benefi t from special and 
exclusive offers.

Ogier achieves ninth Monte Carlo win during World Rally Championship

Toyota Gazoo Racing celebrates spectacular start to season with 1-2 victory
KUWAITY CITY, Feb 8: The 
TOYOTA GAZOO Racing (TGR) 
World Rally Team (WRT) cel-
ebrated an outstanding start to the 
2023 FIA World Rally Champion-
ship recently with a one-two fi nish 
at Rallye Monte-Carlo. Sébastien 
Ogier claimed a record ninth victory 
at the legendary event in the No. 
17 Toyota GR YARIS Rally1 Hy-
brid Electric Vehicle, fi nishing 18.8 
seconds ahead of team-mate Kalle 
Rovanperä in the No. 69 Toyota GR 
YARIS Rally1 Hybrid Electric Ve-
hicle.

Ogier set the pace from the start, 
with fi ve straight stage wins amid 
mostly dry weather to open up a 
30-second lead by the middle of day 
two during the four-day event. The 
Toyota GR YARIS Rally1 Hybrid 

Electric Vehicles were fastest across 
the fi rst 11 stages. With Ogier’s 
eighth and ninth stage win, and the 
TGR team’s GR YARIS Rally1 Hy-
brid Electric Vehicle fi nishing fi rst 
in 16 of the event’s 18 stages, TGR 
secured its fi fth Rally Monte Carlo 
win.

Akio Toyoda, President and CEO 
of Toyota Motor Corporation and 
TGR Team Founder, commented: 
“Congratulations on the ninth victo-
ry for Ogier in Monte Carlo! It was 
the start of the second season for our 
GR YARIS Rally1 Hybrid Electric 
Vehicles. The team began the prepa-
ration for this season right after 
Rally Japan last year and made lots 
of updates to the vehicles in a short 
period of time. I really appreciate all 
of the team members who always 

work so hard, even in the holiday 
season. In response to their efforts, 
Sébastien and Vincent won the rally 
and the other crews completed all 
the special stages. It became a great 
season opening as a team. Thank 
you very much to all!”

Over the years, Toyota has par-
ticipated in many different motor-
sports forms, including Formula 
One, the World Endurance Champi-
onship (WEC), and the Nürburgring 
24 Hours endurance race. Toyota’s 
participation in these events was 
overseen by separate entities with-
in the company until April 2015, 
when Toyota established TGR, to 
consolidate all of its motorsports 
activities under one in-house brand. 
Representing Toyota’s belief that 
‘the roads build the people, and the 

people build the cars,’ TGR high-
lights the role of motorsports as a 
fundamental pillar of Toyota’s com-
mitment to making ‘ever-better’ 
cars. Harnessing years of experience 
gained under the extreme conditions 
of various motorsports events, TGR 
aims to forge new technologies and 
solutions that bring the freedom, ad-
venture, and joy of driving to eve-
ryone. 

The second race of the 2023 FIA 
WRC championship will be held in 
Northern Europe from 9-12 Febru-
ary and is the only full winter event 
of the season taking place on snow 
and ice. Metal studs will be inserted 
into the tyres of participating vehi-
cles to provide grip, allowing for 
some of the highest speeds of the 
year. 

Toyota Gazoo Racing WRT team celebrates victory during 2023 FIA World 
Rally Championship.

Net income growth of 15% YoY

Burgan Bank posts net income
of KD 52.1 million for FY 2022
KUWAIT CITY, Feb 8: 
Burgan Bank announced 
its fi nancial results for the 
fi scal year ending Decem-
ber 31, 2022, reporting 
Revenues of KD 232 mil-
lion and Operating Profi t 
of KD 125 million.

Revenue levels remained stable, 
backed by a growth of Net Interest 
Income by 15% year-on- year, due 
to improvement in its Net Interest 
Margins by 30 bps, reaching 2.4% 
for 2022. This improvement was 
driven by rate hikes in Kuwait and 
improved margins in Burgan Bank 
Turkey.

Moreover, the Bank’s provision 
charges saw a signifi cant improve-
ment of 70% for the fi scal year 2022 
compared to the performance in fi s-
cal year 2021. This improvement 
underlines Burgan’s prudent risk 
practices across the Group and con-
sequently, its credit costs for the year 
improved to 60 bps (as compared to 
190 bps in 2021).

The strong growth in Net Inter-
est Income and signifi cant reduction 
in credit costs ensured that Burgan 
Bank produced a growth of 15% to 
deliver Net Income of KD 52.1 mil-
lion.

Burgan’s asset quality continues to 
be stable with an NPL ratio of 1.9% 
for 2022. Capital Ratios for 2022 
continued to be well above mini-
mum regulatory ratios. The Bank’s 
Capital Adequacy Ratio (CAR) of 
16.8% is well above the regulatory 
minimum of 12.5%.

Burgan’s Board of Directors rec-
ommended distribution of cash divi-
dend of 8 fi ls per share, in addition 
to 5% bonus shares for fi scal year 
2022, subject to shareholder approv-
al at the Annual General Meeting.

The recent approval of the sale 
of the Group’s Bank of Baghdad 
will avoid an increase in the bank’s 
NPL ratio and further strengthen the 
bank’s capital ratios. Moreover, the 
Group’s active measures to mitigate 
risks in Turkey have led to an over-
all improvement in the performance 
of Burgan Bank Turkey, including 
much higher Net Income and im-
proved asset quality.

A forward-looking strategy and 

a growing momentum for develop-
ment

Burgan Bank continues to focus 
on delivering sustainable, long-term 
growth and operational resilience, 
according to the Bank’s Chairman, 
Sheikh Abdullah Nasser Sabah Al 
Ahmad Al- Sabah. “This year saw 
us make tremendous strides towards 
our strategic goals, whilst success-
fully delivering strong fi nancial 
performance and solid returns to 
our shareholders. We are carrying 
substantial momentum into 2023, 
with clear development paths for our 
three core pillars of focus: sustain-
ability, digitalization, and human 
capital development.”

“With an ambitious strategy in 
place, it is vital that we strike the 
right balance between mitigating 
risk and accelerating the pace of de-
velopment.” added Sheikh Abdullah.

Taking the lead with a proactive 
ESG commitment

Commenting on the bank’s ESG 
commitment, Sheikh Abdullah add-
ed: “Burgan has adopted a proactive 
and comprehensive approach to sus-
tainability as well as environmental, 
social and governance (ESG) man-
agement, since its earliest day. At 
the core of our ‘driven by you’ phi-
losophy is a commitment to deliver 
greater value to our people and our 
communities – beyond simply our 

role as fi nancial providers. The goal 
remains simple: amplify our posi-
tive impact and minimize any nega-
tive environmental impact we may 
have. This year, we further expanded 
the scope and mandate of our ESG 
framework, and reaffi rmed our com-
mitment to creating better solutions 
for a more sustainable future.”

A year of evolution and digital 
success

According to Vice Chairman and 
Group CEO of Burgan Bank, Mr. 
Masoud M.J. Hayat, the retail evo-
lution for the Bank, with its central 
theme of digitalization – saw tre-
mendous progress in 2022.

“This comes as a result of our 
commitment to implement our long-
term digital transformation strategy, 
which aims to focus on providing 
the best, safest and most convenient 
banking experience for our custom-
ers. In 2022, Burgan Bank launched 
several features and service up-
grades on its mobile application, 
which currently stands as the high-
est rated banking app in Kuwait. 
This included the introduction of 
its Electronic Know Your Customer 
(eKYC) form, the “Apply Now” 
feature for products, as well as stra-
tegic design and function upgrades, 
to deliver convenient and advanced 
virtual banking experience to our 
customers. Additionally, Burgan’s 

digital innovations were also rolled 
out to our corporate clients as the 
Bank further enhanced its innovative 
cash management digital platform.

A people-centric strategy at 
every level 

On the human capital front, Bur-
gan Bank’s investment in its people 
is holistic and long-term, according 
to Mr. Hayat, who added: “Our peo-
ple are integral to our strategy, as we 
seek to drive our fi nancial perfor-
mance. Burgan’s service evolution 
and digitalization journey require 
high- skilled, empowered and tech-
nically trained workforce. Therefore, 
we have dedicated considerable re-
sources to upskill our employees and 
endow them with the agility needed 
to be able to face that transforma-
tion.”

As part of its talent development 
efforts, Burgan offers fl agship pro-
grams internally and in partnership 
with renowned universities such as 
Harvard, Berkeley, Columbia Busi-
ness school and INSEAD to en-
hance the knowledge and capability 
of its talent. Burgan Bank has also 
broadened its approach to learning 
with the introduction of its fl agship 
Ro2ya program. The strategic talent 
program is designed to be an indus-
try-leading national talent develop-
ment platform, aiming to empower 
and foster the future leaders of Ku-
wait’s banking sector. Moreover, the 
Bank’s Entelaqah program, which 
comes under the umbrella of its Re-
tail Academy, enables new joiners 
moving to the branches to be fully 
immersed in the retail culture and 
work dynamics. The Bank also sup-
ports its undergraduates and diploma 
holders to pursue their academic de-
grees through its Burgan Cares ini-
tiative.

It serves to note the consolidated 
fi nancials for Burgan Bank include 
the results of the Group’s operations 
in Kuwait, as well as its share of re-
sults from its subsidiaries, namely: 
Burgan Bank Turkey, Gulf Bank 
Algeria, Bank of Baghdad and Tu-
nis International Bank. Through this 
regional reach, Burgan Bank has 
one of the largest regional branch 
networks across Kuwait, Turkey, 
Algeria, Iraq, Tunisia, Lebanon and 
a representative offi ce in the United 
Arab Emirates.

Sheikh Abdullah Nasser Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Sabah,

Burgan Bank Chairman

Masoud M.J. Hayat
Vice Chairman and Group CEO of 

Burgan Bank.
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ABK announces Alfouz weekly draw winner

Al Ahli Bank of Kuwait (ABK) announced 
Hebah Barrak Al Tukhaim as the winner of 
KD10,000 in the Alfouz weekly draw. The 
winner was announced on Monday, Febru-
ary 6, 2023. The draw was held under the 
supervision of the Ministry of Commerce 
and Industry. 

The Alfouz draw account offers ABK cus-
tomers the chance to win life-changing re-
wards. With Alfouz, ABK customers will get 
a chance to win KD10,000 in the weekly 
draw and the ultimate grand prize of KD 
5,000 monthly additional income for 10 

years. Both new and existing ABK custom-
ers can benefi t from this opportunity, with a 
minimum account balance of KD100 only.

ABK encourages everyone to open Al-
fouz draw account and/or increase their 
balances to have more chances in winning 
in the upcoming draw which will happen on 
Monday, 13 February 2023. The higher the 
deposits are, the higher the chances to win.

For more information about ABK, please 
visit eahli.com or contact an ABK customer 
service agent via ‘Ahlan Ahli’ at 1899899. 
Alternatively, you can visit your nearest ABK 

branch.  Al Ahli Bank of Kuwait (ABK) is a 
retail and commercial bank located in Kuwait 
City, founded in 1967. The services are pro-
vided via 31 branches in Kuwait, 2 branches 
in the United Arab Emirates (Abu Dhabi and 
Dubai) and 43 branches in Egypt.

In 2016 ABK was the 10th on the List of 
the 50 safest banks in the Middle East by 
the Global Finance magazine.

Together with Emirates, the largest air-
line in the Middle East, they offer to pas-
sengers various types of Visa credit and 
prepaid cards.

Alfouz weekly 
draw

New therapies, HPV vaccines offer hope in fi ght against cervical cancer

Cleveland Clinic expands access to cancer care, clinical trials
DUBAI, Feb 8: Oncology experts at 
Cleveland Clinic, a global leader in 
healthcare, are focused on understand-
ing, preventing and treating all forms of 
cancers. Alex A. Adjei, MD, PhD, who 
was appointed Chair of Taussig Cancer 
Institute at Cleveland Clinic in the US 
in 2022, is leading the global health 
system’s plans to expand access to can-
cer care, advance cancer research, and 
expedite the development of new treat-
ments in the fi eld. 

Speaking ahead of World Cancer 
Day (4 February), Dr Adjei said, “Mul-
tidisciplinary teams of physicians and 
researchers at Cleveland Clinic loca-
tions across the US and in Canada, the 
UAE and the UK are increasingly col-
laborating on cancer-related research 
and increasing access to clinical trials to 
benefi t all of our patients.”

Dr Adjei, who is well-known for his 
pioneering work 
in cancer drug 
development, is 
also overseeing 
research focused 
on understanding 
drug-resistant can-
cer cells and fi nd-
ing ways to fast-
track this research. 
He says that in a 
global healthcare 
organization like 
Cleveland Clinic, 
there is an opportunity for more trans-
lational research, leading to accelerated 
application of research fi ndings in a 
clinical setting. 

“Cancer is one of the most distressing 
diseases affl icting humans, but thank-
fully, with recent scientifi c advances, 
we are getting closer to understanding, 
preventing and treating all forms of 
cancers, and we continue to make pro-
gress,” says Dr Adjei. “The high num-
ber of patients who currently respond to 
targeted therapies and immunotherapies 
was unthinkable just a decade ago with 
older systemic therapies. Similarly, ad-
vances in surgery and radiation therapy, 
as well as imaging, which lead to earlier 
diagnoses, offer patients less aggressive 
treatments, and have helped to improve 
quality of life.”

Effects 
Investigating the side effects of can-

cer treatments and increasing access to 
clinical trials through telemedicine are 
among the untapped research areas that 
oncology experts at Cleveland Clinic 
are focused on, and patients around the 
world are set to benefi t thanks to the in-
tegrated nature of care. 

Quality of life is an area of particu-
lar concern for Dr Adjei. “Patients are 
living longer but many treatments come 
with chronic side effects. We need to 
not just treat cancer but address issues 
such as fatigue, depression, anxiety and 
chronic pain that affect our patients’ 
quality of life,” he says. 

Other areas of focus for Dr Adjei 
include expanding Cleveland Clinic’s 
research in genomic and molecularly 
driven therapies, as well as novel ap-
proaches such as modifi ed live and en-
gineered cells as anti-cancer therapy, 
oncolytic virotherapy, theranostics, 
particle therapy and other more targeted 
radiation techniques. He points out that 
leveraging artifi cial intelligence, tele-
medicine and collaborating on research 
across the network can expand access to 
clinical trials.

Looking to the future, Dr Adjei says 
that advances in care and research over 
recent years give reason for optimism. 
Cleveland Clinic aims to apply genomic 
sequencing to better understand the ex-
act molecular abnormalities that drive 
cancer growth in the individual patient. 
Investigators also plan to sequence pa-
tients’ normal tissues to evaluate inher-
ited abnormalities in genes regulating 
how the body handles drugs. This will 
provide insights into why drug side ef-
fects vary in different people. 

Concludes
Ultimately, concludes Dr Adjei, 

Cleveland Clinic’s vision for cancer 
care is to have the ability to analyze 
each patient’s tumor in a laboratory, 
identify specifi c abnormalities driving 
cancer growth, personalize treatment, 
and adapt therapies based on mutations. 
There will also be an increasing focus 
on proteomics, or the study of abnormal 
proteins produced by genetic abnor-
malities. These abnormal proteins are 
the compounds that directly cause the 
problems associated with cancer.

❑     ❑     ❑

The research and development of im-
munotherapy drugs to treat patients who 
have cervical cancer, especially in its 
advanced stages, is offering hope to hun-
dreds of thousands of women worldwide, 
says an expert from global health system 
Cleveland Clinic. However, speaking 
during the Cervical Cancer Awareness 
Month of January, he points out that regu-
lar screenings remain a vital tool to pre-
vent cervical cancer.

Cervical Cancer is the fourth-most 
common cancer among women world-
wide and is caused mainly by persistent 
infection with high-risk types of human 
papillomavirus (HPV), according to the 
World Health Organization (WHO). In 
its latest fi gures, the WHO estimates 
there were 604 000 new cases and 342 
000 deaths from cervical cancer in 2020. 

“The positive news is that cervical 
cancer is preventable, and also very 
treatable, especially if caught early. 
New immunotherapy drugs that could 
offer better outcomes with fewer side 
effects are also being researched and 
developed,” says Robert DeBernardo, 
MD, an obstetrician and gynecologist 
who heads the Department of Gyneco-
logic Oncology at Cleveland Clinic.

Commenting on the development of 
immunotherapy drugs, Dr. DeBernardo 
says, “Immune checkpoint inhibitors 
have been successful in treating lung 
cancers and melanoma, so they repre-
sent a potentially very new important 
class of drugs to treat cervical cancer, 
although we are still learning more 
about them.”

Dr DeBernardo explains that whereas 
traditional treatment approaches use 
surgery, chemotherapy and radiation 
to remove or kill cancerous cells, im-
munotherapy harnesses the body’s own 
immune system to attack the cancer. 

“In simple terms, the body’s immune 
system can initially identify a cancer, 
in the same way it identifi es a bacte-
rial infection, and then attack it.  As the 
cancer grows and spreads, however, it 
develops mechanisms to hide from the 
immune system, for example, by using 
the ‘checkpoint’ proteins that the im-
mune system uses to identify healthy 
cells. Newer drugs target these check-
points so that the immune system will 
be able to recognize and destroy the 
cancerous cells.”

Drug is preferred treatment option for cancer patients

US FDA ‘approves’ Trodelvy for treatment 
of patients with metastatic breast cancer
FOSTER CITY, Calif., Feb 8: Gilead 
Sciences, Inc. (Nasdaq: GILD) has 
announced the US Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) has approved 
Trodelvy ® (sacituzumab govitecan-
hziy) for the treatment of adult patients 
with unresectable locally advanced or 
metastatic hormone receptor (HR)-
positive, human epidermal growth fac-
tor receptor 2 (HER2)-negative (IHC 
0, IHC 1+ or IHC 2+/ISH-) breast 
cancer who have received endocrine-
based therapy and at least two addi-
tional systemic therapies in the meta-
static setting. The approval is based on 
statistically signifi cant and clinically 
meaningful progression-free survival 
and overall survival data from the 
Phase 3 TROPiCS-02 study. Trodelvy 
is now also recommended as a Cat-
egory 1, preferred treatment for meta-
static HR+/HER2- breast cancer by the 
National Comprehensive Cancer Net-
work ® (NCCN ® ) as defi ned in the 
Clinical Practice Guidelines in Oncol-
ogy (NCCN Guidelines ® ) i.

“Despite decades of advances, 
people living with pre-treated HR+/
HER2- metastatic breast cancer need 
new treatment options. Nearly all peo-
ple with this type of breast cancer will 
eventually develop resistance to endo-
crine-based therapies and progress on 
available chemotherapies,” said Hope 
S. Rugo, MD, Professor of Medicine 
and Director, Breast Oncology and 
Clinical Trials Education at the UCSF 
Helen Diller Family Comprehensive 
Cancer Center, US and principal in-
vestigator of the TROPiCS-02 study. 
“This approval is signifi cant for the 
breast cancer community. We have 
had limited options to offer patients 
after endocrine-based therapy and 
chemotherapy, and to see a clinically 
meaningful survival benefi t of more 
than three months with a quality of 
life benefi t for these women is excep-
tional.”

Statistically
In the TROPiCS-02 study, Trodelvy 

demonstrated a statistically signifi cant 
and clinically meaningful overall sur-
vival (OS) benefi t of 3.2 months versus 
comparator single-agent chemotherapy 
(treatment of physician’s choice; TPC) 
(median OS: 14.4 months vs. 11.2 
months; hazard ratio [HR]=0.79; 95% 
CI: 0.65-0.96; p=0.02). Trodelvy also 
demonstrated a 34% reduction in risk 
of disease progression or death (me-
dian PFS: 5.5 versus 4.0 months; HR: 
0.66; 95% CI: 0.53-0.83; p=0.0003). 
Three times as many people treated 
with Trodelvy were progression free 
at one year versus those treated with 
chemotherapy (21% versus 7%). In a 
post-hoc analysis, data demonstrated 
Trodelvy’s effi cacy across HER2-
low and IHC0 status in pre-treated 
metastatic breast cancer patients in the 

TROPiCS-02 trial.
Trodelvy also signifi cantly im-

proved additional secondary endpoint 
measures, including objective response 
rate and time to deterioration (TTD) 
assessed by the Global Health Status/
Quality of Life and Fatigue scale per 
EORTC-QLQ-C30. No statistically 
signifi cant difference in TTD in Pain 
Scale was observed.

“The FDA approval is an important 
step forward for both women and men 
living with metastatic breast cancer, 
especially for those individuals whose 
tumor is no longer responding to en-
docrine-based therapies and who are 
facing a poor prognosis,” said Laura 
Carfang, Executive Director, Surviv-
ingBreastCancer.org. “We need to 
combat this terrible disease, and all 
options that potentially slow its pro-
gress and extend life for those living 
with metastatic breast cancer are wel-
comed.”

“We are pleased that Trodelvy could 
now provide new hope for people liv-
ing with pre-treated HR+/HER2- met-
astatic breast cancer, building on the 
transformative role that Trodelvy is 
already playing for people with meta-
static triple-negative breast cancer,” 
said Daniel O’Day, Chairman and 
Chief Executive Offi cer, Gilead Sci-
ences. “We thank the physicians, pa-
tients and their families who put their 
trust in the TROPiCS-02 study and 
helped make this milestone possible.”

The safety profi le for Trodelvy was 
consistent with prior studies, with no 
new safety signals identifi ed in this 
patient population. In TROPiCS-02 
the most frequent serious adverse re-
actions (>1%) were diarrhea (5%), 
febrile neutropenia (4%), neutropenia 
(3%), abdominal pain, colitis, neutro-

penic colitis, pneumonia, and vomit-
ing (each 2%). The most common 
Grade 3-4 lab abnormalities (incidence 
≥25%) in the TROPiCS-02 study were 
reduced neutrophils and leukocytes. 
No patients treated with Trodelvy ex-
perienced interstitial lung disease.

This review by the FDA was con-
ducted under Project Orbis and granted 
Priority Review.

Validated
The European Medicines Agency 

has also validated a Type II Variation 
Marketing Authorization Application 
for Trodelvy in HR+/HER2- metastat-
ic breast cancer.

Trodelvy has a Boxed Warning for 
severe or life-threatening neutropenia 
and severe diarrhea; please see below 
for additional important safety Infor-
mation.

Hormone receptor-positive/hu-
man epidermal growth factor recep-
tor 2-negative (HR+/HER2-) breast 
cancer is the most common type of 
breast cancer and accounts for ap-
proximately 70% of all new cases. 
Almost one in three cases of early-
stage breast cancer eventually be-
come metastatic, and among patients 
with HR+/HER2- metastatic disease, 
the five-year relative survival rate is 
30%. As patients with HR+/HER2- 
metastatic breast cancer become re-
sistant to endocrine-based therapy, 
their primary treatment option is lim-
ited to single-agent chemotherapy. In 
this setting, it is common to receive 
multiple lines of chemotherapy regi-
mens over the course of treatment, 
and the prognosis remains poor.

The TROPiCS-02 study is a global, 
multicenter, open-label, Phase 3 study, 
randomized 1:1 to evaluate Trodelvy 

versus physicians’ choice of chemo-
therapy (eribulin, capecitabine, gem-
citabine, or vinorelbine) in 543 patients 
with HR+/HER2- metastatic breast 
cancer who were previously treated 
with endocrine therapy, CDK4/6 in-
hibitor and two to four lines of chemo-
therapy for metastatic disease. The 
primary endpoint is progression-free 
survival per Response Evaluation 
Criteria in Solid Tumors (RECIST 
1.1) as assessed by blinded independ-
ent central review (BICR) for partici-
pants treated with Trodelvy compared 
to those treated with chemotherapy. 
Secondary endpoints include overall 
survival, overall response rate, clinical 
benefi t rate and duration of response, 
as well as assessment of safety and tol-
erability and quality of life measures. 
In the study, HER2 negativity was de-
fi ned per American Society of Clinical 
Oncology (ASCO) and the College of 
American Pathologists (CAP) criteria 
as immunohistochemistry (IHC) score 
of 0, IHC 1+ or IHC 2+ with a negative 
in-situ hybridization (ISH) test. 

Trodelvy ® (sacituzumab govite-
can-hziy) is a fi rst-in-class Trop-2 
directed antibody-drug conjugate. 
Trop-2 is a cell surface antigen highly 
expressed in multiple tumor types, 
including in more than 90% of breast 
and bladder cancers. Trodelvy is in-
tentionally designed with a proprietary 
hydrolyzable linker attached to SN-38, 
a topoisomerase I inhibitor payload. 
This unique combination delivers po-
tent activity to both Trop-2 expressing 
cells and the microenvironment.

Trodelvy is approved in more than 
40 countries, with multiple additional 
regulatory reviews underway world-
wide, for the treatment of adult patients 
with unresectable locally advanced or 
metastatic triple-negative breast can-
cer (TNBC) who have received two or 
more prior systemic therapies, at least 
one of them for metastatic disease.

Trodelvy is also approved in the 
U.S. to treat certain patients with pre-
treated HR+/HER2- metastatic breast 
cancer and has an accelerated approval 
for treatment of certain patients with 
second-line metastatic urothelial can-
cer; see below for full indication state-
ments.

Trodelvy is also being developed for 
potential investigational use in other 
TNBC, HR+/HER2- and metastatic 
UC populations, as well as a range of 
tumor types where Trop-2 is highly 
expressed, including metastatic non-
small cell lung cancer (NSCLC), meta-
static small cell lung cancer (SCLC), 
head and neck cancer, and endometrial 
cancer.

In the United States, Trodelvy is in-
dicated for the treatment of adult pa-
tients with:  Severe, life-threatening, 
or fatal neutropenia can occur and may 
require dose modifi cation. 

Gilead Sciences has announced that US FDA approved Trodelvy® in pre-
treated HR+/HER2- metastatic breast cancer.

Dr Adjei
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This image released by A24 shows Eden Dambrine, (foreground right), and Gustav De Waele in a scene from ‘Close.’ (AP)

People tired of electronics

Newspapers dying? Ralph Nader’s giving birth to one
NEW YORK, Feb 8, (AP): At age 88, Ralph Nader believes his neigh-
bors in northwest Connecticut are tired of electronics and miss the feel 
of holding a newspaper to read about their town.

So at a time that local newspapers are dying at an alarming rate, the 
longtime activist is helping give birth to one.

Copies of the fi rst edition of the Winsted Citizen are circulating 
around this old New England mill town, with stories about a newly-
opened food co-op, a Methodist church closing after attendance lagged 
at services and the repair of a century-old bridge.

“If it works, it will be a good model for the rest of the country,” said 
Nader, who as a youngster delivered a long-gone Winsted daily paper 
in his hometown. He splits time now between Winsted and Washing-
ton, D.C.

The last locally-based weekly paper, the Winsted Journal, began in 
1996 before being shut down in 2017, unable to make enough money 
to support itself.

A town of about 8,000, Winsted has seen better days. Locals still 
talk about the 1955 hurricane that wiped out much of Main Street and 
killed a big employer, the Gilbert Clock Co. Winsted is surrounded by 
several better-off smaller communities, with Litchfi eld County a popu-
lar second-home destination for city dwellers, and the Winsted Citizen 
will cover those, too.

Since the Journal shut down, people are losing touch with what’s 
going on in local government and the news that knits a community - 
who’s getting engaged, who’s given birth - Nader said.

“After awhile it all congeals and you start losing history,” he said. 
“Every year you don’t have a newspaper, you lose that connection.”

Nader invested $15,000 and hired a veteran Connecticut journalist, 

Andy Thibault, to get the Citizen started. The masthead lists 17 report-
ers. They get paid, Thibault said, “when they write a story.”

The motto: “It’s your paper. We work for you.”
The Citizen plans to publish monthly until next January, when it will 

become a weekly, Thibault said. He plans to sustain the newspaper 
through advertising, donations and subscriptions - $25 for the rest of 
2023, and $95 a year after that.

Nader is full of suggestions but not intrusive, Thibault said. The con-
sumer activist and four-time presidential candidate doesn’t dictate a 
political stance, he said.

Thibault has used his connections to build a solid bench of contribu-
tors, including longtime Hartford Courant editorial cartoonist Bob En-
glehart. The fi rst issue includes a lengthy profi le of a successful local 
basketball coach and a story about a project to paint a fi ve-story mural 
in two abandoned mill buildings.

Depiction
The depiction of Winsted as a news desert has grated on some. Bru-

no Matarazzo Jr., a reporter for the nearby Republican-American in 
Waterbury, taunts Nader with tweeted reminders that the daily news-
paper covers Winsted regularly. Waterbury is about 28 miles (45 km) 
from Winsted.

“It’s different coverage when a town has its own newspaper than 
when you have a daily coming in to cover it,” said Janet Manko, pub-
lisher and editor in chief of another Connecticut weekly, the Lakeville 
Journal, which also published the Winsted Journal before it closed. The 
failure wasn’t because Winsted didn’t deserve a paper, she said.

The Journal is among an estimated 2,500 newspapers that have 

closed in the United States since 2005, all but about 100 non-dailies, 
according to a report issued last year by the Northwestern/Medill Local 
News Initiative.

So Nader is clearly bucking a trend and is to be commended, said Pe-
nelope Muse Abernathy, who wrote “The State of Local News” report.

“It will turn heads because it’s Ralph Nader,” she said.
But maybe he won’t be as lonely as it seems. Abernathy said she’s 

been getting more frequent calls lately for advice from people who 
want to open newspapers. The cautious approach used by the Citizen 
- monthly issues before turning weekly - has been used by others, she 
said. There’s a greater recognition of the need for a smart business 
plan, instead of just a passion project.

Given Nader’s romance with print, it’s somewhat odd that the lead 
story in the Citizen’s inaugural edition talks to young Winsted resi-
dents about how they get much of their news from social media. Thiba-
ult said he plans to build an online presence.

“I like print,” said Terry Cowgill, a columnist for the CTNewsJunk-
ie.com website. “I still like holding a print newspaper in my hand. I’m 
65 years old. Most people under 50, certainly under 40, have scarcely 
ever held a newspaper in their hands.”

He’s rooting for the Citizen, though. Cowgill said he suspects the 
Citizen’s best chance for long-term success is whether Nader can trade 
on his celebrity for foundation grants.

Volunteers fanned out on a frigid day last week to deliver copies of 
the fi rst 12-page issue. One woman, Ruthie Ursone Napoleone, stopped 
a delivery car to ask for more copies. Her father’s obituary was in the 
fi rst issue, her nephew was quoted in another story and a third featured 
her workplace.

STOCKHOLM: Tickets for the 
fi rst concert of Beyoncé’s upcom-
ing “Renaissance” world tour sold 
out Tuesday, and concert manage-
ment group Live Nation said a 
second concert in Stockholm was 
added because of the high demand.

The tour starts in Sweden in 
May and is scheduled to include 
stops in London, Paris, Barce-
lona, Toronto and the United 
States. The last expected concert 
is set for Sept. 27 in New Orleans.

No details were given on how 
quickly the R&B superstar’s fans 
snapped up all the tickets for her 
May 10 Stockholm show. Tickets 
were set to go on sale Wednesday 
for the second show in Sweden’s 
capital on May 11. Beyoncé will 
perform both concerts at the Friends 
Arena, a multi-purpose stadium with 
a retractable roof and a concert audi-
ence capacity of 65,000.

This year’s performance’s will 
be will be Beyoncé’s fi rst solo 
world tour since her “Formation” 
tour in 2016. She last appeared in 
Stockholm in 2018 while touring 
with her husband, Jay Z.

“Renaissance,” the album 
Beyoncé released last year, is a 
celebration of dance music.

At Sunday’s Grammy Awards 
ceremony in Los Angeles, Beyoncé 
won for best R&B song, best dance/
electronic recording, best dance/
electronic album and best traditional 
R&B performance. She has now 
won a total of 32 Grammys.  (AP)

❑        ❑        ❑

HIGHLAND PARK, Mich: Three 
men who disappeared after plan-
ning to rap at a Detroit party were 
killed by multiple gunshots, police 
said Tuesday, fi ve days after their 
bodies were found in a vacant, rat-
infested building.

“The investigation also has re-
vealed that this was not a random 
incident,” state police said on 
Twitter. “The investigation is con-
tinuing and detectives are making 
progress and we believe we may 
have determined a motive.”

The victims were Armani 
Kelly, 27, of Oscoda; Montoya 
Givens, 31, of Detroit; and Dante 
Wicker, 31, of Melvindale.

The bodies were found Feb 2 
in Highland Park, near Detroit, 
nearly two weeks after the men 
were last seen. At least two of 
them were supposed to rap on Jan. 
21 at a club called Lounge 31, but 
the event was canceled.

“It has been determined that the 
cause of death for each of the men 
was multiple gunshot wounds,” 
state police said.

Kelly, Givens and Wicker met 
while in prison. Kelly and Givens 
were on parole at the time of their 
disappearance, according to the 
state Corrections Department. (AP)

❑        ❑        ❑

SEATTLE: A stolen yacht. A 
dramatic Coast Guard rescue. A 
dead fi sh. And the famed home 
featured in the classic 1985 fi lm 
“The Goonies.”

Combined, Oregon police 
called it a series of “really odd” 
events along the Pacifi c Northwest 
coast spanning 48 hours that con-
cluded Friday night with the arrest 

of a Canadian man.
Jericho Wolf Labonte, 35, of 

Victoria, British Columbia, was 
taken into custody in the northwest-
ern Oregon resort town of Seaside, 
police said in a news release.

He’d been pulled from the 
ocean hours earlier by a Coast 
Guard swimmer, just after the 
yacht he was piloting capsized 

amid high waves. He was briefl y 
hospitalized for mild hypothermia. 

Labonte was discharged before 
authorities in nearby Astoria, 
Oregon, saw the rescue video and 
said they recognized him as the 
same person who covered over 
security cameras at the “Goonies” 
house and left the fi sh on the 
porch. (AP)
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A delicate and devastating portrait of young friendship

Boyhood collides with masculinity in ‘Close’
By Jake Coyle

When Lukas Dhont was 12, a camera was thrust 
into his hands. For Dhont, who would come out 

as gay as a young adult, the camera was an escape from 
the strains and stereotypes he was beginning to feel 
pushed on him.

“I needed this other reality in which I could disappear 
because my own reality was one where I very much felt 
the pressures of these expectations and these codes and 
these norms that were put upon my body just because 
I was male,” the 31-year-old Belgian fi lmmaker says. 

In his fi rst home movies, Dhont created silly sci-fi  
shorts. His brother Michiel (now Dhont’s producer) 
would play an alien or a zombie. Later, Dhont discov-
ered a wider movie world through things like the fi lms 
of Chantal Akerman, and realized that cinema could be 
a place to confront reality, not run from it. 

“I stopped fi lming the zombies and turned the camera 
toward me,” says Dhont. 

Dhont’s second fi lm, “Close,” dives back into that 
period of adolescence that was so formative for him. 
Set in the Belgian countryside, it’s about a friendship 
between two 13-year-old boys - Léo (Eden Dambrine) 
and Rémi (Gustav De Waele) - whose tender intimacy 
is tested, tragically, when Léo, seeking to fi t in with 
other, more macho boys, pushes Rémi away. 

The fi lm, which follows Dhont’s acclaimed but con-
troversial 2018 debut “Girl,” is a sublimely delicate and 
devastating portrait of young friendship and the harsh 
intrusion of gender roles. “Close,” which A24 is ex-
panding in limited release in the coming weeks, won 
the Grand Prix in May at the Cannes Film Festival, the 
festival’s second most prestigious prize. Last month, it 
was nominated for best international fi lm at the Acad-
emy Awards. Dhont was at a New York hotel when it 
was announced. 

“It was a sort of haze,” Dhont said in a recent inter-
view. “I think I must have screamed in a high-pitched 
voice that made part of the lobby really panicked.”

For Dambrine and De Waele, “Close” has, itself, 
been an experience of friendship. Their own coming of 
age has happened over the course of making and re-
leasing the fi lm. Dambrine, whom Dhont cast after fi rst 

seeing him on a train, was 13 when they began and just 
turned 16. De Waele was 12 when he auditioned and is 
now nearly 15. 

“The funny thing is that they’re teenagers now,” 
Dhont says. “They have long hair and skateboards. It’s 
been a real gift to be able to experience this whole jour-
ney through the eyes of 14-year-olds.”

“The fi rst day of casting, we were immediately very 
close to each other,” Dambrine says, speaking on a 
Zoom interview with De Waele. “I felt a big connec-
tion between us. There were 13 boys at the casting and 
I was immediately close to Gustav because the other 
boys were a bit boring. Sorry to the other boys.”

Motivation
At the end of the day, all the actors fi lled out a ques-

tionnaire. One question: Who’s your favorite person in 
the world? Hours after meeting each other, Dambrine 
wrote De Waele and De Waele wrote Dambrine. 

“Lukas still thinks it was a plan,” says Dambrine. 
“I think Lukas didn’t search for talent,” says De 

Waele. “He searched for friendship. When I came home 
from the casting, I said to my parents, ‘I made a friend.’”

Some reviewers have criticized “Close” and its dras-
tic mid-movie shift of being emotionally manipulative. 
Dhont, though, cites statistics that show how suicide 
rates increase among young males as evidence of the 
fraught nature of teenage years for boys. 

“The stakes are really high. At least they feel so to 
me,” says Dhont. “We hope there’s a strong sense of 
hope for this tragedy to not happen, for it to be avoided. 
I understand why the fi lm moves as it moves.” 

Part of Dhont’s motivation in writing “Close” with 
co-writer Angelo Tijssens was a kind of personal atone-
ment. While Dhont had his own experiences of friends 
falling away from him, he also distanced himself from 
some relationships as a kid, and now regrets it. 

“There were some friends out there that I actively 
pushed away out of fear,” Dhont says. “I deprived not 
only myself but them from the love they felt - and I 
mean love in the broadest sense of the term. I think this 
fi lm is also an ode to them.”

A key resource in expanding “Close” beyond Dhont’s 
own experiences was psychologist Niobe Way’s 2013 

book “Deep Secrets: Boys’ Friendships and the Crisis 
of Connection.” She interviewed hundreds of boys be-
tween the ages of 13 and 18. Their conversations, strik-
ingly over time, charted how intimacy and friendships 
give way to distrust and isolation as boys become men. 

“I wanted to speak about this society that has this 
dominance-based masculine culture and tells young 
men from a early age that there are certain traits valued, 
like independence, being more distant with the emo-
tional world,” says Dhont. “So we tear them apart, not 
only from each other, but we rupture the language that 
connects them to the inside. There are many problems 
- and I’d even dare to say for a fi lm with a small scope, 
world problems - that start with what seems like a small 
rupture but is actually a very big one.”

Making “Close” - an intimate process that included 
months of rehearsals and a production that encouraged 
looseness and warmth - was for De Waele and Dambrine 
the kind of open-hearted experience for which many of 
the boys of “Deep Secrets” might have yearned. 

“It really changed my vision of life,” says Dambrine, 
“how friendship really works.” 

It’s also been head-spinning. Says Dambrine: “In 
Cannes, everyone acts like you’re super famous but 
you’re just a normal kid who skipped school to come 
to the festival.” 

Now they’re headed to the Oscars for what will sure-
ly be an even more bewildering spectacle. They hope to 
see Austin Butler, a Cannes encounter, again. De Waele 
laments that it’s impossible for him to meet his most 
idolized fi lmmaker - Billy Wilder - on his fi rst trip to 
Los Angeles (Wilder died in 2002). 

“I also want to see Cate Blanchett,” says Dambrine. 
“Yeah, of course,” echoes De Waele. 
Both boys may be edging closer to adulthood but 

they’re giddy in a childlike way talking about their 
transformative time with “Close.” As they get ready to 
sign off, Dambrine adds one last observation that he’s 
clung to. 

“The movie’s talking about judgment,” Dambrine 
says. “In your life, people will always judge you. So 
why do you have to listen to them now and change for 
them, when you can just skip what they’re saying and 
live your life and be happy with yourself?” (AP)
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First Latino director

Dudamel to leave LA,
lead NY Philharmonic
NEW YORK, Feb 8, (AP): Gustavo Dudamel will 
become music director of the New York Philhar-
monic for the 2026-27 season, ending a heralded 
tenure with the Los Angeles Philharmonic that be-
gan in 2009.

The 42-year-old Venezuelan conductor agreed 
to a fi ve-year contract as New York’s artistic and 
music director, the orchestra announced Tuesday. 
Dudamel will become the fi rst Latino to head the 
orchestra since its founding in 1842.

“What the orchestra told us very, very clearly was 
that the person that they wanted, their dream candi-
date, was Gustavo,” New York Philharmonic CEO 
Deborah Borda said. “When you’re trying to recruit 

the most sought-after conduc-
tor in the world, you don’t run 
a sort of classic search.”

Dudamel - who will hold 
the title of music director des-
ignate in 2025-26 - will also 
remain music director of the 
Paris Opera, a role he’s held 
since 2021, and of Venezue-
la’s Simón Bolívar Symphony 
Orchestra, a position he took 
in 1999 that gained him inter-
national recognition.

Dudamel, in a statement, cited the Spanish poet 
Federico García Lorca’s quote: “Every step we take 
on earth brings us to a new world.”

“I gaze with joy and excitement at the world that 
lies before me in New York City, and with pride and 
love at the world I have shared - and will continue 
to share - with my dear Angelenos over the next 
three seasons and beyond,” Dudamel said. “All of us 
are united in our belief that culture creates a better 
world, and in our dream that music is a fundamental 
right.”

Jaap van Zweden said in September 2021 that he 
would leave the New York Philharmonic after the 
2023-24 season, a six-season tenure as music direc-
tor that will be the shortest since Pierre Boulez suc-
ceeded Leonard Bernstein and led the orchestra from 
1971-77. 

Borda told the New York orchestra and Dudamel 
informed the LA musicians of his decision in simul-
taneous announcements during respective rehears-
als at Lincoln Center’s David Geffen Hall and Walt 
Disney Concert Hall. The New York Philharmonic 
moved back into Geffen Hall in October following 
a $550 million renovation that improved acoustics, 
sightlines and amenities.

Introduce
The New York orchestra plans a Feb. 20 news 

conference to introduce him.
Dudamel is among the few conductors who in 

recent years have gained mainstream attention. A 
character in Amazon’s “Mozart in the Jungle” ap-
peared to be based on Dudamel, who conducted the 
soundtrack to Steven Spielberg’s 2021 remake of 
Bernstein’s “West Side Story.”

Dudamel made his New York Philharmonic debut 
in November 2007. He has conducted the orchestra 
26 times and is scheduled to lead three performances 
of Mahler’s Ninth Symphony from May 19-21.

“This infectious joy and deep musicality and hu-
manism connects with audiences,” Borda said of 
Dudamel.

Borda, who is retiring as the New York Philhar-
monic’s CEO at the end of the current season, was 
the Los Angeles orchestra’s CEO when she hired 
Dudamel to succeed Esa-Pekka Salonen as music 
director for the 2009-10 season. 

“I remember the fi rst day we tried to book him - he 
didn’t even have a manager. And look at how he’s 
progressed since then,” Borda said. “I hadn’t seen a 
conductor like this since Bernstein.”

Borda, who returned to New York in 2017 for her 
second stint in charge, will be succeeded by Gary 
Ginstling, who had been head of Washington’s Na-
tional Symphony Orchestra since 2017.

Audiences
“He was really the one conductor who could be 

transformational for the future of this institution,” 
Ginstling said of Dudamel. “He will be able to 
bring in new audiences and younger audiences and a 
broader range of audiences.”

Dudamel emerged from Venezuela’s music edu-
cation program known as “El Sistema (The Sys-
tem)” and gained praise from his work with young 
musicians. He won the Gustav Mahler Conducting 
Competition in 2004. While Dudamel at fi rst de-
clined to speak of Venezuela’s economic and politi-
cal turmoil, he criticized his nation’s government in 
2017 for suppressing protests. Venezuela President 
Nicolás Maduro then canceled the Simón Bolívar 
Symphony Orchestra’s U.S. tours.

Dudamel’s Los Angeles contract was extended 
through 2025-26 three years ago, and his 17 seasons 
with LA will match Salonen for the longest as that 
orchestra’s head. Dudamel earned $775,000 from 
the LA Philharmonic in the COVID-impacted year 
ending Sept. 30, 2021, down from $3.55 million the 
previous year, according to the orchestra’s tax re-
turns.

He signed an exclusive recording contract with 
Deutsche Grammophon in 2005. Borda said details 
such as recordings and how many weeks per season 
Dudamel would be committing will be announced at 
the news conference.

Also:
NEW YORK: The Metropolitan Opera will mark the 
fi rst anniversary of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine 
with a concert to remember victims of the war.

Met music director Yannick Nézet-Séguin will 
conduct Mozart’s Requiem and Beethoven’s Fifth 
Symphony. Soprano Golda Schultz, mezzo-sopra-
no Emily D’Angelo, tenor Dmytro Popov, and 
Ukrainian bass-baritone Vladyslav Buialskyi will 
be the soloists at the Feb. 24 performance.

“Mozart’s Requiem is to remember the innocent 
victims of the war, and Beethoven’s Fifth is in an-
ticipation of the victory to come,” Met general man-
ager Peter Gelb said in a statement Friday.

The concert will be broadcast on radio and will be 
presented in association with the Permanent Mission 
of Ukraine to the United Nations and Lincoln Center 
for the Performing Arts. All tickets cost $50, and the 
Met is encouraging ticket buyers to make donations 
to Ukraine relief efforts.

Dudamel

Shania Twain arrives at the Universal Music Group Grammy After Party on Sunday, Feb. 5, at Milk Studios in Los Angeles. Twain released her new album ‘Queen 
of Me’ on Feb 3. (AP)

Pop superstar talks on rebuilding confi dence

Twain empowers self with new album
LOS ANGELES, Feb 8, (AP): Sha-
nia Twain felt the need on her new 
album to empower herself the same 
way she has uplifted listeners with hits 
like “Man! I Feel Like a Woman” and 
“She’s Not Just a Pretty Face.”

So she set aside all feelings of self 
consciousness - appearing braless for 
the album’s artwork and letting listen-
ers unabashedly hear her surgically 
repaired voice - on “Queen of Me.” 
Throughout the album’s 12-tracks, the 
57-year-old country pop superstar con-
fronts her physical vulnerabilities with 
authority in ways meant to uplift fans, 
and herself. 

Twain’s sixth studio album is her 
first since having open-throat sur-
gery in 2018 to strengthen her vo-
cal muscles after a long battle with 
Lyme disease. During the pandemic, 
the singer said she went into her 
“writing cave” at home to hone her 
songwriting skills and penned three 
albums worth of music with a clear 
understanding that her powerful vo-
cals might not last forever.

In a recent interview with The As-
sociated Press, Twain spoke candidly 
about the album, which is out Friday, 
regaining her confi dence, singing dur-
ing throat surgery and preparing for 
her global upcoming tour, which kicks 
off April 28.

Remarks have been edited for clar-
ity and brevity.

AP: How do you defi ne your new 
album, “Queen of Me”?

Twain: Self empowerment is about 
managing your mindset. Controlling 
your own mood. Your frame of mind. 
It just turned into “Queen of Me.” I’m 
my own boss. I’m the boss of me. I 
have to tell myself how to think. What 
to think. It became the theme of the 
whole album. It ended up representing 
that uplifting mode of myself.

AP: Before I listened to your al-
bum, I was expecting ballads. But it’s 
a more upbeat experience. What made 
you choose that route?

Twain: It was all happening in a 
mode of lifting my own spirit up. I 
wanted music that was going to make 
me want to dance. Even some of the 
songs that are a little more, for ex-
ample, “Brand New Me” or “Pretty 
Liar.” Those are songs that would 
have maybe stayed more in the 
melancholy vibe more ballady. But 
because I was really relying on my 
songwriting during that time to make 
me feel a positive energy, everything 
pretty much turned into this more 
poppy, dancey, beat-driven, upbeat-
driven sounding album.”

AP: You seem liberated on your al-
bum cover. Was that your intent?

Twain: That was the entire inten-
tion. You know, throw away the bra. 
I did a lot of nude photography in that 
session. That’s obviously a partial 
nude. I wanted to be on a horse. One 
of the places I feel most liberated is 
riding a horse. You can fl y. It’s very 
empowering. It’s like you take this un-
bridled posture to bridle your freedom. 
It’s like facing a fear, facing something 
that’s uncomfortable, getting myself 
out of my comfort zone - especially on 
a horse. That’s freedom.

AP: I heard you sang during sur-
gery. Is that true?

Twain: Yes, I had to be awake, so 
that I could sing and speak. It was hor-
rible. I’m not going to lie. But there 
was no way around it. It was the only 
way. The decision to do the surgery 
was quick for me, but the recovery 
was quite long and very very painful. 
They literally had to stretch the larynx, 
move everything over and put these 
crutches in there. You’re singing and 
you speak, so they understand that you 
have symmetrical closure - which I 
didn’t have before.

AP: What’s been your thoughts af-
ter the surgery?

Twain: I may not have it forever. 
Just with age, the effect of it just might 
not stand up. So I’ve got to take advan-
tage of it now, enjoy it, get out on the 

stage, make more records, because I’m 
not sure I would go through it again.

AP: I’m sure that’s tough to hear. 
Do you think about when your voice 
might go again?

Twain: I don’t think about it. I don’t 
worry about it. I focus on how to man-
age my voice the way it is now. For 
example, before the surgery, it was 
like a two-hour warmup and so much 
physical therapy. I just couldn’t sus-
tain it. That’s why I decided to have 
the surgery. The surgery has reduced 
all of that to about 20 minutes, which 
is very normal. That’s ideal. But if I’m 
not singing for even a week or maybe 
two weeks, it takes me two to three 
days to get that voice going again. It’s 
more work than I had to do before, but 
it’s worth it.

AP: What was the fi rst sign of your 
singing confi dence?

Twain: The true confi dence was 
three weeks after the surgery. I made a 
sound and there was resonance. Instant 
resonance. I’m like, “Oh, my God. I 
feel it. I feel it working.” It was a small 
window, but that kind of put the fi re 
under my butt, too, and I said, “All 
right, no more excuses.” You’ve got 
this and you’ve got the best technol-
ogy available. Top notch surgeon. All 
the physiotherapy education you need. 
Get out there and do it.

AP: With your retooled vocals, how 
are you mentally getting ready for your 
tour?

Twain: When I now go out on that 
stage, I am not afraid of the criticism. 
I’m not going to be perfect. My voice 
is not what it used to be. I sing differ-
ently. There’ll be holes in it. I’m not 
the same body I used to be. All these 
things. But I go out there with the con-
fi dence that I’m the best I can be and 
that I’ve worked hard to be my best. I 
just am not afraid of the criticism. I’m 
there for the people that are embracing 
me for who I am. I will get out there 
and do my best to make everybody 
happy, as I always do.

Sebastian Stan, (left), and Julianne 
Moore pose for photographers upon 
arrival for the World premiere of 

‘Sharper’ in London, Feb. 7. (AP)

XXXTentacion Baldwin

SANTA FE, NM: Defense attorneys 
for actor Alec Baldwin are seeking to 
disqualify the special prosecutor in the 
case against him stemming from the fatal 
shooting of a cinematographer on a New 
Mexico fi lm set.

In a motion fi led Tuesday in Santa Fe-
based district court, Baldwin’s legal team 
said Andrea Reeb’s position as a state 
lawmaker prohibits her under state law 
from holding any authority in a judicial 
capacity.

Reeb is “exercising either the execu-
tive power or the judicial power, and her 
continued service as a special prosecutor 
is unconstitutional,” Baldwin’s team 
argued in the motion.

Reeb, a Republican, was elected to the 
state House of Representatives in No-
vember and started her term last month. 

The offi ce of Santa Fe District Attor-
ney Mary Carmack-Altwies dismissed 
the idea that Reeb would be disqualifi ed. 
In a statement, the offi ce characterized 
the motion as nothing but a legal diver-
sion.

“Mr. Baldwin and his attorneys can 
use whatever tactics they want to distract 
from the fact that Halyna Hutchins 
died because of gross negligence and 
a reckless disregard for safety on the 
‘Rust’ fi lm set,” the offi ce wrote in the 
statement.

Baldwin and fi lm-set weapons supervi-
sor Hannah Gutierrez-Reed are sched-
uled to make their fi rst court appearance 
by video conference in late February. 
Both have been charged with involuntary 
manslaughter.

Hutchins died shortly after being 
wounded during rehearsals at a ranch on 
the outskirts of Santa Fe on Oct 21, 2021. 
Baldwin was pointing a pistol at Hutch-
ins when the gun went off, killing her 
and wounding the director, Joel Souza.

A manslaughter charge can be brought 
if a defendant killed while doing some-
thing lawful but dangerous and was act-
ing negligently or without caution. (AP)

❑      ❑      ❑

FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla: A family 
friend of the rapper XXXTentacion 
broke down Tuesday as he told jurors 
how he and the rapper were ambushed by 
armed robbers as they drove away from a 
motorcycle shop, how he fl ed in fear and 
then heard the gunshots that killed the 
rising star.

Leonard Kerr’s testimony high-

Variety

Andy Thibault, Editor and Publisher of The Winsted Citizen, (left), looks over the 
papers first issue with town planner Lance Hansen (center), as Winsted eco-
nomic development director Ted Shafer (right), looks over his own copy, Friday, 
Feb. 3, in Winsted, Conn. At a time that local newspapers are dying at an alarm-
ing rate, longtime activist Ralph Nader is helping give birth to one. Nader put up 
$15,000 to help launch The Winsted Citizen and hired a veteran Connecticut 

journalist, Andy Thibault, to put it together. (AP) – Details Page 11

lighted the opening day in the trial of 
three men accused of fatally shooting 
XXXTentacion on June 18, 2018, inside 
his BMW sports car, which had been 
blocked by an SUV as Kerr and the rap-
per pulled out of the Riva Motorsports’ 
parking lot near Fort Lauderdale.

Two men jumped out with guns, Kerr 
said. He said the taller man pointed his 

weapon at him and told him not to get 
out of the car, punctuating his command 
with a curse word. The other man was 
trying to pull the rapper’s gold chain 
from his neck. Kerr said he could hear 
XXXTentacion asking, “What’s this 
for?” At that point, Kerr said, he decided 
to escape, pushing the button that opened 
the passenger door.

“If I run, I can get shot, but I can 
live. If I sit....” Kerr said, his voicing 
trailing off until he stopped to regain his 
composure.

Kerr said when he looked back, the 
taller man was pointing his gun at XXX-
Tentacion, and he said he heard at least 
two loud bangs. The men then got back 
into the SUV and sped off, taking with 
them the $50,000 the rapper had in his 
designer bag.

Michael Boatwright, 28, is accused 
of being the shooter, while his friend, 
Trayon Newsome, 24, is accused 
of being the other gunman. Dedrick 
Williams, 26, is accused of being 
the driver. They could all receive life 
sentences if convicted of fi rst-degree 
murder. A fourth man who prosecu-
tors say was in the SUV, 26-year-old 
Robert Allen, pleaded guilty last year 
to second-degree murder and is set to 
testify against his former friends.

During opening statements earlier 
Tuesday, the jurors heard divergent 
theories about the shooting. A robbery 
gone awry, according to prosecutors. Ac-
cording to the defense, it could have been 
a feud between XXXTentacion and the 
megastar Drake, but they say detectives 
refused to investigate that possibility.

Prosecutor Pascale Achille told jurors 
that Boatwright, Newsome, Williams and 
Allen, set out that day to commit armed 
robberies. Allen and Williams went 
inside the motorcycle shop to buy masks, 
she said.

There, they happened upon XXXTen-
tacion, who, according to Kerr, had the 
$50,000 he had just gotten from the bank 
hanging out of his bag. (AP)

Music

Music
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Thousands killed

15mn live under threat
of glacial floods: study
NEW YORK, Feb 8, (AP): As glaciers melt and pour mas-
sive amounts of water into nearby lakes, 15 million people 
across the globe live under the threat of a sudden and deadly 
outburst fl ood, a new study fi nds.

More than half of those living in the shadow of the disas-
ter called glacial lake outburst fl oods are in just four coun-
tries: India, Pakistan, Peru and China, according to a study in 
Tuesday’s Nature Communications. A second study, await-
ing publication in a peer-reviewed journal, catalogs more 
than 150 glacial fl ood outbursts in history and recent times. 

It’s a threat Americans and Europeans rarely think about, 
but 1 million people live within just 6 miles (10 kilometers) 
of potentially unstable glacial-fed lakes, the study calculated.

One of the more devastating fl oods 
was in Peru in 1941 and it killed be-
tween 1,800 and 6,000 people. A 2020 
glacial lake outburst fl ood in British 
Columbia, Canada, caused a tsunami 
of water about 330 feet (100 meters) 
high, but no one was hurt. A 2017 
glacial outburst fl ood in Nepal, trig-
gered by a landslide, was captured on 
video by German climbers. Alaska’s 
Mendenhall glacier has had annual 
small glacial outburst fl oods in what 
the National Weather Service calls 
“suicide basin,” since 2011, according 

to study lead author Caroline Taylor, a researcher at New-
castle University in the United Kingdom.

Heavy rains and a glacial lake outburst fl ood combined 
in 2013 in India to kill thousands of people. A 2021 deadly 
fl ood in India that was initially attributed to a glacial lake 
outburst wasn’t caused by one, studies later found.

Scientists say so far it doesn’t seem like climate change 
has made those fl oods more frequent, but as glaciers shrink 
with warming, the amount of water in the lakes grows, mak-
ing them more dangerous in those rare situations when dams 
burst.

“We had glacier lake outburst fl oods in the past that have 
killed many many thousands of people in a single cata-
strophic fl ooding event,” said study co-author Tom Robin-
son, a disaster risk scientist at the University of Canterbury 
in New Zealand. “And with climate change glaciers are 
melting so these lakes are getting bigger, potentially getting 
more unstable.”

Warming
Dan Shugar, a geoscientist at the University of Calgary 

who wasn’t part of the two studies, said much of the threat 
depends simply on how many people live in a glacial fl ood 
zone.

“In a warming world we certainly expect more and larger 
glacial lakes,” Shugar said in an email. “But the threat that 
these lakes might pose critically depends on where people 
are living and what their vulnerabilities might be.”

Robinson said what’s different about his study is that 
it’s the fi rst to look at the climate, geography, population, 
vulnerability and all these factors to get “a good overview 
of where in the world is the most dangerous places’’ for all 
1,089 glacial basins.

At the top of the list is Khyber Pakhtunkhwa basin in Pa-
kistan, north of Islamabad.

“That’s particularly bad,” Robinson said. “Lots of people 
and they’re very, very vulnerable” because they live in a val-
ley below the lake.

The trouble is that scientists are focusing too much atten-
tion on the Pakistan, India, China and the Himalayas, often 
called High Mountain Asia, and somewhat ignoring the An-
des, Robinson said. The second and third highest risk basins 
are in Peru’s Santa basin, and Bolivia’s Beni basin, the paper 
said.

After the deadly Andes fl ood in the 1940s that region “was 
sort of a leader” in working on glacial fl ood outburst threats, 
but in the last decade or so, High Mountain Asia has taken 
over because of the high population, said University of Day-
ton geology professor Umesh Haritashya, who wasn’t part 
of the studies.

India ranks high in the threat list not so much because of 
the physical setup but because of “a huge number of people 
downstream.”

Three lake basins in the United States and Canada rank 
high for threats, from the Pacifi c Northwest to Alaska, but 
aren’t nearly as high as areas in Asia and the Andes with 
few people in the danger zone. They are in Alaska’s Kenai 
Peninsula - distinct from the Mendenhall glacier near Juneau 
- northeast Washington and west central British Columbia.

“This ranking is a good checklist for further research,” 
said Oliver Korup of the University of Potsdam in Germany, 
who co-authored the list of glacial lake outburst fl oods.

Also:
BOSTON: The Arctic air that descended on the Northeast on 
Saturday brought dangerously cold sub-zero temperatures 
and wind chills to the region, including a record-setting wind 
chill of minus 108 degrees Fahrenheit (minus 78 C) on the 
summit of Mount Washington in New Hampshire.

Temperatures got so low that authorities in Massachu-
setts took the unusual step of keeping the South Station tran-
sit hub open overnight so homeless people had a safe place 
to sleep. Several cities in the Northeast set or tied record 
low temperatures for the date, while the high winds brought 
down a tree branch on a car in western Massachusetts killing 
an infant.

“I can’t remember it being this cold, not since 2015,” said 
Gin Koo, 36, wrapped up in three shirts and a down jacket, 
as well as a hat and a hood, as he walked his Boston terrier, 
Bee, in Boston on Saturday morning. Even Bee, wrapped in 
a doggie coat, shivered. “I wouldn’t go out if I didn’t have 
to.”

Paul Butler, 45, who has been homeless since he was 
evicted in December 2021, took shelter in South Station.

“This is the coldest I ever, ever remember, and I worked 
the door at a bunch of clubs for 15 years,” said the former 
Marine.

The Arctic air reached the region just as a rapid cyclogen-
esis developed over Labrador and Newfoundland, churning 
up powerful winds, meteorologist Donald Dumont at the Na-
tional Weather Service in Gray, Maine, said explaining the 
temperature plunge.

A cyclogenesis refers to an intensifi cation of a cyclone or 
low-pressure storm system.

The Mount Washington Observatory at the peak of the 
Northeast’s highest mountain, famous for its extreme weath-
er conditions, also recorded an actual temperature of minus 
47 (minus 44 C), tying an observatory record set in 1934 and 
a wind gust of 127 mph (204 kmh).

Across the rest of the region, wind chills - the combined 
effect of wind and cold air on exposed skin - dropped to as 
low as minus 45 to minus 50 degrees Fahrenheit (minus 43 
to minus 45 C), the National Weather Service reported.

The current method to measure wind chill has been used 
since 2001.

In Southwick, Massachusetts on Friday the winds brought 
a tree branch down on a vehicle driven by a 23-year-old 
Winsted, Connecticut woman, according to the Hampden 
district attorney’s offi ce. The driver was taken to the hospital 
with serious injuries, but the infant died, authorities said.

Boston’s Pine Street Inn, the largest provider of homeless 
services in New England, ramped up outreach to those on 
the streets, doubling the number of vehicles that could trans-
port people to shelters and opening their lobby to provide 
extra space.

Climate

Chunks of ice break off the Perito Moreno Glacier, in Lake Argentina, at Los Glaciares National Park, near El Calafate, in Argentina’s Patagonia region, March 10, 
2016. As glaciers melt and pour massive amounts of water into nearby lakes, 15 million people across the globe live under the threat of a sudden and deadly outburst 

flood, a new study finds. (AP)

This January 2023 photo provided by 
the Dallas Zoo shows Pin, an endan-
gered lappet-faced vulture, at the zoo 
in Dallas. Pin was found dead by ar-
riving workers on Jan. 21, the latest 
in a string of odd events at the zoo 
over the last few weeks, which has in-
cluded other cut fences, two missing 
monkeys and the escape of a small 

leopard. (AP)

Discovery

‘Protection for dogs’: Animal rights 
groups and pet shop owners marched in 
separate demonstrations to protest a new 
animal welfare law proposed by the Span-
ish government that seeks to advance the 
protection of animal rights.

The draft legislation has fueled criti-
cism by animal rights groups after a last-
minute amendment excluded hunting 
dogs from the law’s protection, meeting 
hunting lobbies’ demands.

Under the “same dogs, same law” slo-
gan, thousands marched in Madrid and 
dozens of other Spanish cities in coordi-
nated demonstrations to urge the govern-
ment to restore hunting dogs to the law, 
which raises fi nes for animal abuse to 
200,000 euros ($216,000) and introduces 
a possible two-year jail sentence for the 
most serious cases.

The abandoning of thousands of grey-
hounds at the end of every hunting season 
has earned social attention in the last years 
in Spain, where the adoption of these ani-
mals as house pets has noticeably as peo-
ple become aware of the harsh conditions 
many of them endure in the countryside. 
Greyhounds are used to hunt animals such 
as rabbits and pheasants. (AP)

❑      ❑      ❑

Fishing rules in big win: Indian 
Ocean states agreed Monday to temporar-
ily halt the use of industrial fi shing gear 
that is drastically depleting tuna stocks 
in a win for ocean side states that rely 
on smaller-scale fi shing methods to prop 
up the livelihoods of communities across 
coastal regions.

The decision comes after three days 
of turbulent negotiations at the meeting 
of the 30-member Indian Ocean Tuna 
Commission in Mombasa, Kenya, where 
developing nations were at odds with the 
European Union, whose member states 
rely more heavily on purse seiners and 
long liners which are more destructive to 
the marine environment.

The new resolution “may fi nally give 
room to yellowfi n and bigeye popula-
tions to rebuild,” said Frédéric Le Ma-
nach, the Scientifi c Director of the French 
ocean conservation group Bloom.

The new rules on tuna fi sheries were 
nearly thwarted over the weekend when 

Kenya’s fi sheries minister pulled support 
for the proposal, with some observers 
saying the change of heart may have been 
down to EU pressure. But 11 other states, 

led by the Indonesian delegation, pushed 
the resolution through.

“The persistence shown by all the pro-
ponents proves that unity can bring move-

ment to a better direction for the conser-
vation and management of tuna fi sheries 
in the Indian Ocean,” Putuh Suadela, the 
head of the Indonesian delegation, told 
The Associated Press.

The EU has 120 days to object to the 
resolution, according to UN rules. Sec-
retary-General of the United Nations is 
António Guterres. (AP)

❑      ❑      ❑

‘Reductions in drought’: California 
continues to see regional reductions in the 
severity of its longstanding drought after 
recent deluges from atmospheric rivers, 
the US Drought Monitor said.

Severe drought was reduced to moder-
ate drought in most of the San Joaquin 
Valley and the lowest category - abnor-
mal dryness - has replaced moderate 
drought on the entire central coast, includ-
ing Monterey Bay, the monitor said in its 
weekly update.

“Over the past few weeks, a series of 
atmospheric rivers brought signifi cant 
amounts of rain and snow across parts of 
the West leading to improvements in soil 
moisture, streamfl ow, reservoirs levels 
and snowpack,” the monitor said.

Most of the state, however, remains in 
moderate or severe drought, with only a 
fraction on the far north coast entirely free 
of drought. (AP)

California poppies bloom at Walker Canyon in Lake Elsinore on Tuesday, Feb. 
7. Lake Elsinore officials announced that the popular poppy fields at Walker 

Canyon will be closed until the wildflower bloom has subsided. (AP)

mRNA could offer a promising solution

How do you make universal flu shot?
By Deborah Fuller

University of Washington

The Conversation is an indepen-
dent and nonprofit source of news, 
analysis and commentary from ac-
ademic experts.

❑      ❑      ❑

To everything there is a season, and 
for the flu, it’s wintertime. Flu cas-

es peak between December and Feb-
ruary, and the flu vaccine is your best 
defense. Getting the vaccine means 
you will be less sick even if you get a 
breakthrough infection. 

However, your immune system is 
in a constant race against the fl u virus. 
Like the virus that causes COVID-19, 
infl uenza rapidly changes and mutates 
into new variants, so manufacturers 
have to update the fl u shot to try to 
keep pace. After identifying a new fl u 
variant, it takes manufacturers about 
six months to update the vaccine - and 
in the meantime the virus can mutate 
again. This phenomenon is called an-
tigenic drift, and can reduce the ef-
fectiveness of the fl u vaccine for that 
season. 

An ongoing threat is that a major 
change in the fl u virus, or antigenic 
shift, could cause the next fl u pan-
demic. This happens when a fl u virus 
from animals, such as birds or swine, 
gains the ability to transmit between 
humans. Most people will have no im-
munity against this new animal-origin 
virus, so it could quickly spread into a 
pandemic. If that happens, the annual 
fl u shot will not be effective and can’t 
be updated fast enough to stop a global 
spread.

I am a researcher developing new 
vaccines to prevent future pandemics. 
Nearly 20 years ago, my lab and sev-
eral others developed a vision of build-
ing a universal infl uenza vaccine that 
could give us the leading edge in the 
race against infl uenza and prevent the 
next fl u pandemic by effectively com-
bating any eventual fl u strain. One po-
tential way to do this is with messenger 
RNA, or mRNA.

A universal infl uenza vaccine is one 
that does not need to be updated each 
year because it is designed to protect 
against all or most infl uenza variants. 
Scientists are exploring several ways 
to develop universal infl uenza vac-

cines. Most fall into one of two buck-
ets. 

The fi rst includes vaccines that fo-
cus on conserved, or unchanging, parts 
of the virus. This strategy directs the 
immune system against parts of the vi-
rus, or antigens, that are shared among 
all variants and can’t mutate without 
weakening or killing the virus.

The second includes mosaic vac-
cines. These are like a cocktail of 
protein pieces taken from different 
variants. The blend is made up of ver-
sions of the protein hemagglutinin - es-
sential to the infl uenza virus’s ability 
to infect cells - that is found in all fl u 
variants circulating in animals and 
people. The goal is to induce immunity 
against nearly all variants so there will 
be fewer gaps in the immune system’s 
defenses for the virus to slip through.

The recent success of mRNA vac-
cines for COVID-19 shows promise 
for their use in achieving the vision of 
an effective universal infl uenza vac-
cine. 

Complexities
There are 20 known subtypes of in-

fl uenza. Prior to the development of 
mRNA vaccines, it wasn’t feasible to 
make a single fl u vaccine against all 20 
subtypes due to the complexities and 
costs in manufacturing. Unlike tradi-
tional vaccines, constructing and pro-
ducing mRNA vaccines is rapid and 
simple because manufacturers don’t 
have to produce and purify the protein 
directly. Instead, mRNA vaccines pro-
vide the genetic sequence of the pro-
tein and then use the body’s own cells 
to generate that protein in its natural 
structure. This makes it relatively easy 
to incorporate any antigen or many an-
tigens.

Recently, a team of researchers de-
signed a mosaic mRNA vaccine with 
sequences from multiple versions 
of the hemagglutinin protein, each 
representing one of the 20 infl uenza 
subtypes. This vaccine induced broad 
immunity against each variant in mice 
and ferrets.

Several research groups are also 
exploring the conserved antigen ap-
proach with mRNA vaccines. Animal 
studies have shown that it’s possible 

to design mRNA vaccines that can 
both focus immune responses against 
highly conserved, vulnerable parts of 
the virus and induce broad immunity 
against a wide range of different in-
fl uenza subtypes. These include avian 
fl u viruses that share many genetic se-
quences with human infl uenza. 

Another promising approach uses 
computational modeling to lever-
age both conserved and mosaic ap-
proaches. This strategy displays mul-
tiple hemagglutinins from different 
infl uenza subtypes on a nanoparticle. 
Nanoparticles are structures that give 
researchers more precise control over 
how the immune system sees the viral 
antigens, subsequently allowing them 
to induce stronger immune responses 
against multiple variants. Here, both 
conserved and variable regions of the 
virus are exposed to the immune sys-
tem and can lead to broad immunity.

There are still several challenges be-
fore a universal infl uenza mRNA vac-
cine can be made available. 

For one, it is not clear which con-
served antigens provide the broadest 
protection, and some don’t naturally 
induce strong immune responses. So, 
mRNA vaccines may need improve-
ments like additional components that 
help activate immune cells. One such 
addition could include using mRNA 
to express nanoparticles that stimulate 
stronger immune responses against the 
conserved antigens presented by the 
vaccine.

The mosaic approach is also limited 
by the maximum dose possible for 
mRNA vaccines, because higher doses 
could cause increased adverse reac-
tions to the vaccine. When that dose 
gets divided into 20 or more antigens, 
the dose of one or more of those an-
tigens may drop below the threshold 
needed for protection.

Scientists are working on these 
challenges, including by develop-
ing new mRNA technologies that 
work with a much lower dose. If 
mRNA vaccines work for universal 
protection from infl uenza, the same 
strategies could also apply to other 
frequently mutating viruses, such as 
the virus that causes COVID-19 and 
maybe even HIV. (AP)

The Conversation
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Sharks end Lightning home winning streak
Islanders shutout Kraken

TAMPA, Fla., Feb 8, (AP): 
Timo Meier scored his 
second goal of the game 
and 30th this season 2:19 
into overtime, and the San 
Jose Sharks rallied from a 
two-goal defi cit to beat the 
Tampa Bay Lightning 4-3 
on Tuesday night.

The loss ended Tampa Bay’s 
12-game winning streak at home, 
a franchise record. The Lightning 
dropped to 20-1-0 when leading 
after the fi rst period and 20-5-1 at 
home overall.

Meier scored the winner from in 
close off a pass from All-Star defense-
man Erik Karlsson. It is Meier’s third 
30-goal season.

“I felt we did a good job changing 
and kind of holding onto the pucks,” 
Meier said. “(Karlsson) did what he 
does best, fi nding guys backdoor, and I 
just had to tap it in.”

San Jose also got goals from Karls-
son and Jonah Gadjovich. Kaapo 
Kahkonen stopped 34 shots.

Karlsson’s two assists gave him 52 
this season to go with 17 goals.

The Sharks improved to 4-11 in 
overtime and shootouts.

Brayden Point had two goals and 
Ross Colton also scored for the Light-
ning, who lost 7-1 at Florida on Mon-
day night. Brian Elliott made 18 saves.

Tampa Bay took 81 shots - 37 on 
goal, 27 that were blocked and 17 that 
missed the net.

San Jose totaled 40 shot attempts.
Nikita Kucherov had two assists and 

tops the NHL with 55. The right wing 
tied his franchise record (2018-19) 
with a point in 16 consecutive home 
games.

San Jose’s 30th-ranked power play 
went 2 for 3. The Lightning’s third 
overall unit was 1 of 6.

Gadjovich tied it 3-all at 3:08 of the 
third period. Meier scored his 13th 
power-play goal to make it 3-2 with 
3:37 left in the second.

It was San Jose’s fi rst game since the 
All-Star break. The Sharks last played 
on Jan. 28, a 6-4 win at Pittsburgh.

Islanders 4, Kraken 0
In New York, Bo Horvat scored in 

his home debut with New York, lead-
ing his new team to victory.

Ilya Sorokin made 31 saves in his 
fi fth shutout this season and No. 15 
for his career. Samuel Bolduc, Si-
mon Holmstrom and Zach Parise also 
scored in New York’s fourth straight 
win, and Jean-Gabriel Pageau added 
two assists.

The Islanders acquired Horvat in 
a blockbuster trade with Vancouver 
on Jan. 30. The All-Star center then 
agreed to a $68 million, eight-year 
contract on Sunday.

Golden Knights 5, Predators 1
In Nashville, Phil Kessel, William 

Carrier and Chandler Stephenson each 
had a goal and an assist, and the Vegas 
Golden Knights snapped a four-game 
losing streak.

Michael Amadio and Alex Pi-
etrangelo also scored for the Golden 
Knights, and Adin Hill made 16 saves 
in the team’s fi rst game since Jan. 28.

Matt Duchene scored for Nashville 
in the fi rst period. Juuse Saros, Nash-
ville’s lone representative at the All-
Star Game, made 25 saves. 

Oilers 5, Red Wings 2
In Detroit, Ryan McLeod and Warrn 

Foegele had goals 36 seconds apart 
early in the second and Edmonton 
earned its eighth win in nine games.

Foegele scored again midway 
through the period to give the Oilers 
a 3-1 lead. Ryan Nugent-Hopkins re-
stored their two-goal lead late in the 
third period and Evander Kane added 
an empty net goal. Edmonton’s Jack 

Campbell stopped 30 shots, including 
some key ones in the third to keep a 
one-goal lead.

Ville Husso made 22 saves for the 
Red Wings, who had won two of their 
previous three games.

Penguins 2, Avalanche 1, OT
In Pittsburgh, Kris Letang scored 

3:36 into overtime to cap a frantic rally 
as Pittsburgh stunned Colorado.

The Avalanche controlled long 
stretches of regulation before Bryan 
Rust tied it with 3:38 remaining in the 
third period. The Penguins killed a 
penalty in overtime before Letang won 
it with a shot from the left circle.

Casey DeSmith made 41 saves for 
Pittsburgh, single-handedly keeping 
his team in it for the fi rst two periods 
as Colorado dominated. 

Ducks 3, Blackhawks 2, OT
In Chicago, Frank Vatrano scored 

2:15 into overtime, and Anaheim beat 
Chicago in a matchup of two of the 
NHL’s worst teams.

It was Anaheim’s fi rst win against 
Chicago since Dec. 5, 2018, stopping 
an eight-game slide.

Brett Leason and Jayson Megna 
each had a goal and an assist for Ana-
heim. John Klingberg had two assists, 
and Anthony Stolarz made 27 saves.

San Jose Sharks left wing Alexander Barabanov (94) works around a stick check by Tampa Bay Lightning defenseman Erik Cernak (81) during the fi rst 
period of an NHL hockey game in Tampa, Fla. (AP)

NHL Results/Standings

WASHINGTON, Feb 8, (AP): Results and 
standings from the NHL games on Tuesday.
Pittsburgh 2 Colorado OT 1
San Jose 4 Tampa Bay OT 3
NY Islanders 4 Seattle 0
Edmonton 5 Detroit 2
Vegas 5 Nashville 1
Anaheim 3 Chicago OT 2

Eastern Conference
East Division

 P W L OT Pts GF GA
Boston 51 39 7 5 83 192 111
Toronto 52 31 13 8 70 175 141
Tampa Bay 50 32 16 2 66 179 152
Buffalo 50 26 20 4 56 186 170
Florida 53 25 22 6 56 185 184
Ottawa 50 24 23 3 51 151 159
Detroit 49 21 20 8 50 147 165
Montreal 51 20 27 4 44 134 189

Central Division
 P W L OT Pts GF GA
Carolina 51 34 9 8 76 173 136
New Jersey 50 33 13 4 70 176 135
NY Rangers 50 28 14 8 64 162 133
Washington 53 27 20 6 60 166 152
Pittsburgh 50 25 16 9 59 163 154
NY Islanders 54 27 22 5 59 154 145
Philadelphia 52 21 22 9 51 143 164
Columbus 51 15 32 4 34 131 198

Western Conference
West Division

 P W L OT Pts GF GA
Dallas 52 29 13 10 68 176 135
Winnipeg 52 32 19 1 65 167 137
Minnesota 49 27 18 4 58 153 141
Colorado 49 27 18 4 58 152 135
Nashville 49 24 19 6 54 138 146
St Louis 51 23 25 3 49 156 185
Arizona 51 17 28 6 40 134 179
Chicago 49 15 29 5 35 120 179

North Division
 P W L OT Pts GF GA
Vegas 52 30 18 4 64 165 149
Seattle 50 29 16 5 63 177 155
Los Angeles 53 28 18 7 63 173 183
Edmonton 51 29 18 4 62 192 165
Calgary 51 24 17 10 58 164 158
Vancouver 50 20 26 4 44 170 201
San Jose 52 16 25 11 43 161 199
Anaheim 52 17 29 6 40 130 210

Pittsburgh Penguins’ Kris Letang 
(58) celebrates his overtime goal 
with Evgeni Malkin (71) and Brian 
Dumoulin (8) in the team’s NHL 
hockey game against the Colorado 

Avalanche in Pittsburgh. (AP)

Nowell, Kansas State 
fi nish fast, down TCU
MANHATTAN, Kan., Feb 8, (AP): 
Markquis Nowell scored 18 points and 
No. 12 Kansas State finished strong, 
snapping a two-game skid by beating 
No. 17 TCU 82-61 on Tuesday night.

The Wildcats outscored TCU 17-2 
to end the game.

“Coach got on our butts,” Nowell 
said about the sudden surge. “We just 
locked in a little bit more. We knew 
how important this game was. To get 
this win was big and it gives us 
momentum.

“You can’t give life to TCU because 
they’re a second-half team. They can 
make a run at any given time. We just 
knew to stay focused,” he said.

Kansas State (19-5, 7-4 Big 12), 
which lost to TCU earlier this season, 
moved within a game of first-place 
Texas in a crowded conference race. 
The Wildcats are tied with Kansas, a 
half-game behind Iowa State.

Keyontae Johnson and Desi Sills 
each had 14 points for Kansas State, 
Tykei Greene added 13 and David 
N’Guessan had 10.

TCU (17-7, 6-5) was led by Damion 
Baugh with 14 points. Micah Peavy 
and Jakobe Coles each had 11 and 
Emanuel Miller had 10.

“Obviously they played well and we 
didn’t,” TCU coach Jamie Dixon said. 
“You can’t make it any more simple 
than that. Being outrebounded by 12 
and 19 turnovers, that doesn’t give you 
much of a chance.”

TCU played without preseason Big 
12 Player of the Year Mike Miles Jr., 
who missed his third straight game 
after hyper-extending his knee Jan. 28 
against Mississippi.

Nowell, who spent his first three 
seasons at Arkansas-Little Rock, hit a 
short jumper in the first half to record 
his 1,700th career point. He also 
passed Steve Henson’s school record 
with his 187th assist of the season late 
in the game.

Johnson again struggled with foul 

trouble. He picked up two offensive 
fouls in the first 10 minutes, after col-
lecting two in the first minute-plus 
Saturday against Texas. He finished 
the half with five points, but was lim-
ited to 10 minutes of action.

Holding a two-point lead, Kansas 
State went on a 13-2 run early in the 
second half to open up a comfortable 
lead. TCU closed to 65-59 with 4:49 
left, but an alley-oop slam by Greene 
punctuated an 11-0 run that iced the 
game.

Kansas State blew a halftime lead in 
its last game, a loss against Texas last 
Saturday. Tang was tough on his play-
ers in the days between the two games, 
and he’s glad his message was 
received.

BASKETBALL

Al Hilal’s Saud Abdulhamid, (left), duels for the ball with Flamengo’s Ayrton Lucas during the FIFA Club World Cup 
semi fi nal match between Flamengo and Al Hilal at the Ibn-Batouta stadium in Tangier, Morocco. (AP)

Frankfurt seal place in the German Cup quarters

Vlahovic inspires Juve to win at Salernitana
SALERNO, Italy, Feb 8, (AP): 
Dušan Vlahović proved he is back 
on form with two goals and an as-
sist to help Juventus win 3-0 at 
Salernitana in Serie A.

That snapped a run of three 
league matches without a win for 
Juventus. The streak had left the 
Bianconeri just nine points above 
the relegation zone coming into 
the match at Salerno following a 
15-point penalty for false account-
ing.

It also meant the match was 
a surprise relegation battle with 
Salernitana just two points further 
back.

But Vlahović helped Juventus 
push away from the bottom three.

He scored his fi rst goal for the 
club since October in the 26th 
minute with a penalty after Fabio 
Miretti had been fouled by Salerni-
tana midfi elder Nicolussi Caviglia, 
who is on loan from Juventus.

Juventus doubled their tally on 
the stroke of halftime when the 
Salernitana defense failed to clear 
a cross and Vlahović’s wayward 
shot came through to Filip Kostić 
to bundle in.

Vlahović did double his tally 
two minutes after the break with a 
precise shot into the bottom right 
corner following a Nicolò Fagioli 
through ball.

Ángel Di María hit the crossbar 
for Juventus fi ve minutes later, 
while Moise Kean saw an effort 
come off the post late on.

❑     ❑     ❑

Randal Kolo Muani scored 
twice as Eintracht Frankfurt 
came back from a goal down to 
beat local rival Darmstadt 4-2 and 
seal a place in the German Cup 
quarterfi nals.

Frankfurt took an early lead 
when Kolo Muani leaped to head 
in a cross and missed two clear-cut 

chances soon after but was stunned 
when Mathias Honsak scored 
twice in the space of three minutes 
on counterattacks to put second-
division leader Darmstadt ahead.

Rafael Borre was left unmarked 
in the penalty area just before half-
time and capitalized to score and 
send Frankfurt into the break on 
level terms.

A powerful shot from Daichi 
Kamada put Frankfurt back in 
front in the 62nd minute but Darm-
stadt wasn’t done yet and nearly 
leveled again when Phillip Tietz 
hit the post. Kolo Muani made 
sure of the win for Frankfurt late 
on, surging down the left fl ank be-
fore placing a shot just inside the 
far post.

Last season’s cup runner-up 
Freiburg left it late for the third cup 
game in a row to win 2-0 at sec-
ond-division Sandhausen. Freiburg 
took the lead with an 87th-minute 
header from Philipp Lienhart and 
Nils Petersen added a second deep 
into added time after a goalkeeping 
error. Freiburg’s fi rst two German 
Cup games this season both went 
to extra time and none of their 
six goals in the competition have 
been scored earlier than the 82nd 
minute.

SOCCER

Henne has already proven his worth in this year’s playoffs

Super Bowl teams have good backup QB plans
PHOENIX, Feb 8, (AP): If all 
goes according to plan Sunday, 
the only time football fans will 
see Kansas City’s Chad Henne 
or Philadelphia’s Gardner Min-
shew during the Super Bowl 
will be on the sideline, holding a 
clipboard, talking on a headset or 
offering encouragement to team-
mates.

But this is the NFL. Some-
times - actually, lots of times 
- things don’t go according to 
plan.

That’s why the backup quar-
terbacks for the Chiefs and Ea-
gles could be some of the most 
important players on their team’s 
roster heading into Sunday’s 
showdown at State Farm Stadi-
um in Glendale, Arizona.

“You put your ego aside,” 
Henne said. “Every time you 
walk into the room, even though 
you want to be the starter, 
you’ve got to understand your 
role. There’s only 32 starting 
quarterbacks in the league and 
they’re pretty darn good.

“If you can be the next guy in 
line, that’s pretty good, too.”

In a lot of ways, it’s been the 
year of the backup quarterback. 
A total of 68 QBs started at 
least one game during the regu-
lar season, an average of more 
than two per team and a record 
for a non-strike year. Thirteen 
teams needed three quarter-
backs.

Then there were the poor 
Arizona Cardinals, who cycled 
through four QBs in four weeks.

The 37-year-old Henne has 
been in the NFL since 2008 and 
was a starter at various points 
earlier in his career with the Dol-
phins and Jaguars. He’s been the 
Chiefs backup for the past fi ve 
seasons, starting just once since 
2014.

Henne has already proven his 
worth in this year’s playoffs. 
Kansas City starter Patrick Ma-
homes left the team’s AFC di-
visional round game against the 
Jaguars with an ankle injury in 
the second quarter and Henne 
entered, completing 5 of 7 pass-
es during a 98-yard touchdown 
drive.

Mahomes returned after half-
time, but those seven points 
proved crucial. The Chiefs edged 
the Jags 27-20.

“To come in a hostile game, 
backed up to your 2, go 98 yards 
- that just shows the type of com-
petitor he is,” Chiefs tight end 
Travis Kelce said.

It wasn’t the fi rst time Henne 
has saved a Kansas City season. 
In another divisional game two 
years ago, Mahomes was forced 
into the concussion protocol and 
Henne guided the Chiefs through 
the second half of a 22-17 win 

over the Browns.
Henne joked that he wished 

Mahomes would give him more 
opportunities to shine, but even 
if he never touches the fi eld in a 
meaningful fashion this Sunday, 
he’ll be ready.

“You just go about it like a 
regular week,” Henne said. “You 
prepare like you’re the starter. If 
you do that, you set yourself up 
for success on Sunday.”

Minshew is in his fourth sea-
son in the NFL out of Washing-
ton State. The 26-year-old fi rst 
gained fame for his signature 
mustache while leading the Jack-
sonville Jaguars to some surpris-
ing wins in 2019.

He’s been the Eagles’ backup 
for the past two seasons.

Minshew started two games 
late this season when starter 
Jalen Hurts was dealing with a 
throwing shoulder injury. The 
Eagles lost both contests, but 
Minshew was productive, throw-
ing for 355 yards against the 
Cowboys and 274 yards against 
the Saints.

“He’s played a lot of good 
football and you want that 
experience that he has,” Ea-
gles coach Nick Sirianni said. 
“He’s given us some good 
minutes, some good time. He 
got to start two games this 
year and played really well in 
the Dallas game.”

Sirianni said Minshew’s re-
sume with the Jaguars was a big 
reason the team pursued him a 
few years ago. He was 6-6 as a 
starter during that 2019 season, 
throwing for 21 touchdowns and 
six interceptions.

“That’s why we wanted him 
here with us,” the coach said. 
“We know how valuable he can 
be.”

FOOTBALL

In this Saturday, Aug. 14, 2021 
fi le photo, Kansas City Chiefs 
quarterback Chad Henne (4) 
passes against the San Fran-
cisco 49ers in an NFL preseason 
football game in Santa Clara, 

Calif. (AP)

ICE HOCKEY
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Qualification for World Test Championship final at stake

Pitch in spotlight as India, Australia renew Test rivalry
NAGPUR, India, Feb 8, (AP): With qualifi -
cation for the World Test Championship fi -
nal at stake, there’s extra scrutiny around all 
facets of the series when India and Australia 
renew their rivalry for the Border-Gavaskar 
Trophy.

The pitch being prepared for the fi rst Test 
starting Thursday at Nagpur has already 
gained much of the spotlight.

Australian media highlighted concerns 
after ground staff watered and rolled only 
certain areas of the match wicket on Tues-
day evening, leaving other parts drier - per-
ceived Down Under as a disadvantage for 
left-handed batters. Australia have more 
left-handers in the order than India.

While this is a signature method to pre-
paring turning wickets in the Indian sub-
continent, the visuals were enough to cause 
apprehension for the touring party. 

“We know it’s tough to tour here, but it is 
also exciting,” Australia captain Pat Cum-
mins said. “We will have to deal with the 
challenge,” of turning wickets. Cummins 
added that off-spinner would be crucial to 
Australia’s efforts in the four-test series.

The other Test matches will be played in 
Delhi, Dharamsala and Ahmedabad.

The subject of turning tracks has domi-
nated the build-up to this much-anticipated 
contest, with former Australia wicketkeeper 
Ian Healy among those who asked for “fair 
wickets.”

“I think if they produce fair Indian wick-
ets, that are good batting wickets, to start 
with, (that) probably spin and spin pretty 
consistently but spin a long way, late in the 
match, we (Australia) win,” Healy said in a 
radio interview.

Meanwhile, former India cricketer and 
coach Ravi Shastri called for the pitch to 
turn from ball one. “If you are fi elding fi rst, 
you would want to see the ball turning a bit,” 
he said. “It’s your strength, capitalize on it.”

The pitch debate was also raised when Aus-
tralia last toured India in 2017. The hosts had 
won that hotly-contested series 2-1.

In between, India toured Australia in 
2018-19 and again in 2020-21, winning both 
series 2-1. 

The Australians haven’t won the trophy 
since 2014-15 at home, and haven’t won in 
India since 2004-05. 

The visitors will be missing experienced 
pace bowlers Mitchell Starc and Josh Hazle-
wood and allrounder Cameron Green be-

cause of injuries.
That likely means Scott Boland will get 

his fi rst overseas Test cap as a pace partner 
for Cummins, with either left-armer Ashton 
Agar or uncapped 22-year-old Todd Mur-
phy to partner partner Lyon in the spin de-
partment.

India will be without batter Shreyas Iyer 
because of injury and also faces a selection 
dilemma regarding in-form Shubman Gill, 
and whether vice-captain Lokesh Rahul 
should make way owing to his form.

There is also the option of including 
Suryakumar Yadav, who is the No. 1-ranked 
T20 batsman. 

“Gill has been in supreme form and 
scored a lot of big runs. Yadav has also 
shown us his scoring range,” India skipper 
Rohit Sharma said. “We have not made this 
decision yet.”

The hosts could play both batsmen, and 
line up with three spinners and one pace 
bowler, depending on the fi nal nature of the 
Nagpur pitch. The toss-up for the fi nal spin 
slot will be between left-arm spinner Axar 
Patel and wrist spinner Kuldeep Yadav. 

All-rounder Ravindra Jadeja is fi t again 
and will resume his spin partnership with 
off-spinner Ravichandran Ashwin. 

Italy’s Marta Bassino speeds down the course during an alpine ski, women’s World 
Championships super G, in Meribel, France. (AP)

Italy’s Bassino beats Shiffrin
to gold in super-G at worlds

Huetter, Lie share bronze

MERIBEL, France, Feb 8, 
(AP): Marta Bassino beat 
Mikaela Shiffrin to win the 
women’s super-G on Wednes-
day and give Italy its second 
gold medal at the Alpine skiing 
world championships, with her 
American rival settling for sil-
ver.

Shiffrin, who won super-G gold in 2019 
and bronze two years ago, led Bassino by 
three-tenths of a second at the second split 
but couldn’t match the Italian’s pace in the 
last part of the Roc de Fer course and fi n-
ished second, 0.11 seconds behind.

Cornelia Huetter of Austria and Kajsa 
Vickhoff Lie of Norway both came 0.33 be-
hind to share the bronze medal.

“I’m so happy with my run, and emotion-
al, because I don’t really feel like I should 
be winning a medal in super-G right now. 
There are so many women so strong and so 
fast,” said Shiffrin. “There was one moment 
where I thought I lost everything but then I 
could keep it rolling until the fi nish.”

The silver is Shiffrin’s 12th medal in 15 
career world championship races and came 
two days after the American was heading 

for a possible medal in the combined event 
before straddling the third-to-last gate in the 
slalom portion. Federica Brignone won that 
race.

“I felt like I learned from the combined 
that I have to be much more aggressive with 
my skiing and with my tactics,” said Shif-
frin, who was sixth in Monday’s super-G 
run. “Also, this hill is diffi cult and it de-
serves respect for the terrain. You have to 
push the limit but if you go over the limit, 
it’s even worse. So I was trying to be really 
strong, really aggressive and just also a little 
bit smart.”

Shiffrin has 11 wins on the World Cup 
circuit this season to take her overall tally 
to 85 - breaking Lindsey Vonn’s women’s 
record of 82 and moving within one of the 
overall mark set by Ingemar Stenmark in the 
1970s and 80s. 

She said she expected Bassino to do well 
after seeing her shortly before the race.

“I could see her in the start, she looked in 
the right zone,” Shiffrin said. “I could see it 
she has the fl ow and I got like: now I have to 
focus on myself and stop looking at Marta.” 

Bassino earned her second gold after 
sharing victory with Austria’s Katharina 
Liensberger in the parallel event at her 
home worlds two years ago. She became the 
second Italian skier to win the women’s su-
per-G world title, after Isolde Kostner won 
back-to-back golds in the mid-1990s.

Bassino is yet to win a super-G on the 
World Cup circuit, but did fi nish third in two 
races in January. 

“I’m speechless, it’s my fi rst win in super-
G, and here at the world championships, it is 
something I have to realize,” Bassino said. 
“Today I just did a great last part because I 
lost a lot of time in the fi rst part. I was really 
suffering watching all the other girls coming 
down. I’m really happy and confi dent in my-
self, it’s really a great result for me.”

Many pre-race favorites, including de-
fending and Olympic champion Lara Gut-
Behrami and her Swiss teammate Corinne 
Suter, led Bassino by several tenths of a 
second before losing substantial time in the 
technically demanding middle section of the 
course, which was partly shadowed.

Bassino’s teammate Sofi a Goggia, the 
Olympic downhill champion, fi nished 0.76 
behind in 11th. Goggia is a favorite to make 
it three golds from three races for the Italian 
women’s team in Saturday’s downhill.

“Great, now the pressure is on me,” Gog-
gia said. “First Fede, then Marta and, and, 
and let’s see.” 

United States’ Mikaela Shiffrin looks on 
from the podium after taking second 
place in an alpine ski, women’s World 
Championships super G, in Meribel, 

France. (AP)

Australia’s Scott Boland bowls during a 
training session ahead of their first crick-
et Test match against India, in Nagpur, 

India. (AP)

SKIING

CRICKET

Tokyo Oly official, 3 others held
TOKYO, Feb 8, (AP): A senior offi cial with 
the Tokyo Olympic organizing committee 
and three company executives were arrested 
Wednesday in an ongoing bid-rigging scan-
dal related to the Games. 

Yasuo Mori, the Olympic offi cial, was ar-
rested along with Koji Henmi, who headed 
the sports division at Japanese advertising 
giant Dentsu. Two other business execu-
tives were also arrested on charges of violat-
ing anti-monopoly laws, the Tokyo District 
Prosecutors said in a statement.

Prosecutors have also been investigating 
a separate bribery scandal centered around 
former Dentsu executive Haruyuki Taka-
hashi, who was a member of the organizing 
committee. 

The bid-rigging probe in general involves the 
choice of venues for Olympic test events as well 
as for the actual Games. It is a joint operation of 
the Japan Fair Trade Commission, which looks 
at violations of anti-monopoly laws. 

Prosecutors said the offi cials secretly 
agreed on the bids in 2018. 

Some of the contracts had only one bid-
der, according to Japanese media reports. 
Prosecutors say the bid-rigging scandal ar-
rests have just begun and could embroil 
more companies. 

Upon conviction of violation of anti-mo-
nopoly laws, individuals can be sentenced to 
up to fi ve years in prison. 

The sprawling corruption allegations sur-
rounding Tokyo have caused the bid by the 
northern Japanese city of Sapporo for the 
2030 Winter Games to be placed “on hold.” 
Sapporo was considered the favorite before 
the scandal.

OLYMPICS
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SportsAustria’s Cornelia Huetter (left), and 
Norway’s Kajsa Vickhoff Lie, both 
third-placed in an alpine ski, women’s 
World Championships super G, 
celebrate on the podium, in Meribel, 
France. (AP) — See Page 15

LeBron sets NBA career scoring mark
Suns hold off Nets

LOS ANGELES, Feb 8, 
(AP): LeBron James be-
came the NBA’s career 
scoring leader on a step-
back jumper late in the 
third quarter, passing Ka-
reem Abdul-Jabbar’s re-
cord during his 38-point 
performance in the Los An-

geles Lak-
ers’ 133-130 
loss to the 
O k l a h o m a 
City Thun-
der on Tues-
day night.

James sur-
passed the mark 
held since April 
1984 by Abdul-

Jabbar, who watched the game from 
a baseline seat near the Lakers’ 
bench. Abdul-Jabbar then joined a 
clearly emotional James and NBA 
Commissioner Adam Silver on the 
court after the historic basket.

James’ mother, wife and children 
also watched from courtside amid a 
celebrity-studded crowd that rose in 
waves of anticipation nearly every 
time he touched the ball.

James didn’t let them down: He 
scored 20 points in the fi rst half with 
a full showcase of the offensive tal-
ent that still shines blindingly after 
two decades in the NBA, and he tore 
through the record in a 16-point third 
quarter capped by that pretty jumper.

The game was stopped for about 10 
minutes while James hugged his fam-
ily and participated in a brief ceremony 
with Silver and Abdul-Jabbar.

“I just want to say thank you to the 
Laker faithful,” James said. “You guys 
are one of a kind. To be able to be in 
the presence of such a legend as great 
as Kareem, it’s very humbling.”

James’ latest moment of NBA his-
tory came at an important time for the 
Lakers, who are struggling to gain any 
ground as they attempt to avoid the 
humiliation of missing the playoffs for 
a second straight season. And while 
James hit his mark, the Lakers took 
another discouraging loss.

Anthony Davis managed just 13 
points, and the Thunder never trailed 
in the second half. James scored only 
two points in the fourth quarter, put-
ting him atop the career scoring list 
with 38,390 points - three ahead of 
Abdul-Jabbar.

Shai Gilgeous-Alexander scored 30 
points and Jalen Williams had 25 for 
the Thunder, who moved 1 1/2 games 
ahead of the 13th-place Lakers near 
the bottom of the Western Conference 
standings.

The young Thunder appeared to 
feed off the energy created by James’ 

momentous night, even if they couldn’t 
guard him much. Oklahoma City 
jumped to a 15-point lead in the fi rst 
half and hit nearly 60% of its shots.

Suns 116, Nets 112
In New York, Deandre Ayton 

matched his career high with 35 points, 
Devin Booker scored 19 in his fi rst 
game since Christmas and Phoenix 
held off Cam Thomas and Brooklyn.

The 21-year-old Thomas led a late 
charge and fi nished with 43 points, 
becoming the youngest player in NBA 
history with three straight 40-point 
games. He had 44 and a career-high 47 
points in his previous two games.

Mikal Bridges had 17 of his 21 
points in the second half and played 
a key role in the defensive effort that 
cooled off Thomas just long enough 
for the Suns to build a 12-point lead 
with 2:25 remaining. 

Nuggets 146, Timberwolves 112
In Denver, Nikola Jokic posted his 

19th triple-double of the season by 
halftime and Denver rode a 49-point 
fi rst quarter to a rout of Minnesota.

Jokic fi nished with 20 points, 16 as-
sists and 12 rebounds. It was the sec-
ond time in his career the big man has 
notched a triple-double by halftime. Jo-
kic took a seat late in the third quarter.

Denver led 49-19 after the fi rst quar-
ter as the Nuggets shot 79.2% from 
the fl oor. The 49 points tied for the 
second-most in a quarter in the fran-
chise’s NBA history. Michael Porter 
Jr. led the way by scoring 19 of his 30 
points in the opening period.

Knicks 102, Magic 98
In Orlando, Jalen Brunson scored 25 

points and made the go-ahead basket 
with 1:13 left, Julius Randle had 22 
points and 14 rebounds, and New York 
beat Orlando.

Brunson’s running bank shot put 
the Knicks up for good at 94-93. He 
then fed Jericho Sims for a dunk and a 

Los Angeles Lakers forward LeBron James (left), shoots as Oklahoma City Thunder guard Josh Giddey defends during the fi rst half of an NBA basketball game in Los Angeles. (AP)

 Abdul-Jabbar 

BASKETBALL

NBA Results/Standings

WASHINGTON, Feb 8, (AP): Results 
and standings from the NBA games on 
Tuesday.
New York 102 Orlando 98
New Orleans 116 Atlanta 107
Phoenix 116 Brooklyn 112
Memphis 104 Chicago 89
Denver 146 Minnesota 112
Oklahoma City 133 LA Lakers 130

Eastern conference
Atlantic Division

 W L Pct GB
Boston 38 16 .704 —
Philadelphia 34 18 .654 3
Brooklyn 32 22 .593 6
New York 30 26 .536 9
Toronto 25 30 .455 13-1/2

Southeast Division
 W L Pct GB
Miami 29 25 .537 —
Atlanta 27 28 .491 2-1/2
Washington 24 29 .453 4-1/2
Orlando 22 33 .400 7-1/2
Charlotte 15 40 .273 14-1/2

Central Division
 W L Pct GB
Milwaukee 37 17 .685 —
Cleveland 34 22 .607 4
Chicago 26 28 .481 11
Indiana 25 30 .455 12-1/2
Detroit 14 41 .255 23-1/2

Western Conference
Southwest Division

 W L Pct GB
Memphis 33 21 .611 —
Dallas 29 26 .527 4-1/2
New Orleans 29 27 .518 5
San Antonio 14 40 .259 19
Houston 13 41 .241 20

Northwest Division
 W L Pct GB
Denver 38 17 .691 —
Minnesota 29 28 .509 10
Utah 27 28 .491 11
Oklahoma City 26 28 .481 11-1/2
Portland 26 28 .481 11-1/2

Pacifi c Division
 W L Pct GB
Sacramento 30 23 .566 —
LA Clippers 31 26 .544 1
Phoenix 30 26 .536 1-1/2
Golden State 28 26 .519 2-1/2
LA Lakers 25 30 .455 6

three-point lead.
The teams combined to shoot 10 

free throw attempts in the fi nal 7.7 sec-
onds. The only miss was by Orlando’s 
Paolo Banchero, who intentionally 
tried to set up a tying basket with 2.3 
seconds remaining.

Pelicans 116, Hawks 107
In New Orleans, Brandon Ingram 

scored 30 points, CJ McCollum added 
21 and New Orleans beat Atlanta for 
its third straight victory. 

Jonas Valanciunas had 16 points 
and 14 rebounds for New Orleans.

The Pelicans led 111-95 when Trey 
Murphy III hit his fourth 3-pointer 
of the game with 3:24 to go. Atlanta 
responded with a 7-0 run, but New 
Orleans held on.

Bogdan Bogdanovic scored 22 
points for Atlanta and Dejounte Mur-
ray scored 19. Trae Young had 16 
points and 16 assists.

Grizzlies 104, Bulls 89
In Memphis, Ja Morant scored 34 

points, Jaren Jackson Jr. added 24 points 

and fi ve blocks, and Memphis rallied in 
the fourth quarter to beat Chicago.

Desmond Bane fi nished with 17 
points and Brandon Clarke had 13 
points and 13 rebounds for the Griz-
zlies, who stopped a three-game skid.

Nikola Vucevic had 28 points and 
17 rebounds for the Bulls, whose 
three-game winning streak ended. 
Chicago played without leading scorer 
DeMar DeRozan because of right hip 
soreness.

Al-Dawsari once again on scoreboard in a big match

Al-Hilal upset Flamengo to reach Club WC fi nal
TANGIER, Morocco, Feb 8, (AP): 
Saudi striker Salem Al-Dawsari was 
once again on the scoreboard in a big 
match.

Al-Dawsari, who scored the winner 
in Saudi Arabia’s 2-1 upset of Argen-
tina at the World Cup, converted two 
penalties to help Al-Hilal beat Bra-
zilian club Flamengo 3-2 in the Club 
World Cup semifi nal .

It’s the fi rst time the club have ad-
vanced this far.

“This is to history, Hilal,” the club 
said on Twitter. “Look where we are!”

Al-Hilal opened the scoring from 
the spot in the fourth minute with 
Al-Dawsari after Luciano Vietto was 
fouled.

But Flamengo soon picked up their 
pace and equalized when Pedro, who 
was also at the World Cup with Brazil, 
scored in the 20th minute on a crossed 
shot that gently slid past the goalkeep-
er.

The Copa Libertadores champions 
continued to pressure, but a video as-
sisted decision dramatically changed 
the encounter in fi rst-half stoppage 
time.

Vietto once again fell in the penalty 
box and the referees later saw a touch 
from Gerson knocking him down. The 
Brazilian was sent off after a second 
yellow and Al-Dawsari calmly added 
a second for the Saudis.

Flamengo coach Vitor Pereira, who 
took the job in January, replaced the 
team’s star midfi elder Giorgián de Ar-
rascaeta with Erick Pulgar, a player of 
more defensive positioning. His strat-
egy did not work and the Saudis came 
back strong in the second half.

Minutes after Al-Hilal hit Flamen-
go’s crossbar, Vietto added a third in 
the 74th minute with a blast from close 
range to make it 3-1.

Pedro scored Flamengo’s second 
in stoppage time, but that was the last 
shot on goal for the Brazilians.

“We could not come back,” mid-
fi elder Everton Ribeiro told journalists 
after the match. “It will be a tough mo-
ment for us, a moment of criticism, but 
it will be another challenge for us to 
overcome.”
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Al Hilal’s Salem Aldawsari (right), kicks the ball during the FIFA Club World 
Cup semi fi nal match between Flamengo and Al Hilal at the Ibn-Batouta 

stadium in Tangier, Morocco. (AP)

Sheffi eld’s Billy Sharp (left), jumps for a header with Wrexham’s James 
Jones during the FA Cup 4th round soccer match between Sheffi eld United 

and Wrexham at the Bramall Lane stadium in Sheffi eld, England. (AP)

Grimsby stun Luton

Cup dream over for Wrexham
and their Hollywood ‘owners’
LONDON, Feb 8, (AP): For Wrex-
ham’s Hollywood owners, the se-
quel proved to be a heartbreaker.

The Welsh soccer club owned by 
celebrities Ryan Reynolds and Rob 
McElhenney lost their FA Cup replay 

with Sheffi eld United 3-1 , conceding 
two goals deep into stoppage time.

A win for Wrexham, the lowest-
ranked team remaining in the fa-
mous old competition, would have 
set up a match in the fi fth round - or 

the last 16 - with Tottenham and its 
star striker, Harry Kane.

Instead, it was despair for the team 
from the fi fth tier of English soccer 
which have hit the headlines over the 
last two years after they were bought 
by Reynolds and McElhenney for 
$2.5 million in November 2020 on 
the recommendation of one of their 
writers.

Sheffi eld United forced a replay 
by scoring an equalizer in the fi fth 
minute of stoppage time in the fi rst 
game between the teams, which 
ended 3-3 at Wrexham’s Racecourse 
Ground. Reynolds attended that 
game but wasn’t at the replay at Bra-
mall Lane, where Billy Sharp and 
Sander Berge scored the late goals.

“So proud of these boys,” Reyn-
olds, a Canadian-born actor best 
known for starring in the “Dead-
pool” movies, posted to his 21.1 mil-
lion followers on Twitter. “And the 
4000 plus away supporters who gave 
it all.”

McElhenney, an American actor 

and director who was the creator 
of TV show “It’s Always Sunny in 
Philadelphia,” also tweeted, writing: 
“I could not be more proud of those 
men than I am right now. They gave 
it absolutely everything.”

It was another thrill-a-minute match 
between the teams, giving Reynolds 
and McElhenney plenty more material 
for their behind-the-scenes TV series 
“Welcome To Wrexham.”

The big surprise of the fourth-
round replays came when fourth-tier 
Grimsby won 3-0 at home over Lu-
ton, which are in fourth place in the 
Championship. Grimsby next plays 
at Premier League team Southamp-
ton.

Second-tier leader Burnley, man-
aged by former Manchester City 
defender Vincent Kompany, and 
third-tier Fleetwood also won their 
replays and will meet for a place in 
the quarterfi nals.
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