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KuwaitVisa app to regulate work entry
Power rivalry balloons over Billings as
China zooms in on Montana ... ‘weather’

WASHINGTON, Feb 4, (AP): A huge, 
high-altitude Chinese balloon sailed 
across the U.S. on Friday, drawing severe 
Pentagon accusations of spying on sensi-
tive military sites despite China’s firm de-
nials. Secretary of State Antony Blinken 
abruptly canceled a high-stakes Beijing 
trip aimed at easing U.S.-China tensions.

Aside from the government response, 
fuzzy videos dotted social media as peo-
ple with binoculars and telephoto lenses 
tried to find the “spy balloon” in the sky 
as it headed southeastward over Kansas 
and Missouri at 60,000 feet (18,300 me-
ters).

It was spotted earlier over Montana, 
which is home to one of America’s three 
nuclear missile silo fields at Malmstrom 
Air Force Base, defense officials said.

Later Friday, the Pentagon acknowl-
edged reports of a second balloon flying 
over Latin America. “We now assess it 
is another Chinese surveillance balloon,” 
Brig. Gen. Pat Ryder, Pentagon press 
secretary, said in a statement, declining to 
offer further information such as where it 
was spotted.

The U.S. actually had been tracking 
the initial balloon since at least Tues-
day, when President Joe Biden was first 
briefed, White House press secretary 
Karine Jean-Pierre told reporters. Ac-
cording to three U.S. officials, Biden was 
initially inclined to order the surveillance 
balloon to be blown out of the sky, and a 
senior defense official said the U.S. had 
prepared fighter jets, including F-22s, to 
shoot it down if ordered. 

The officials, who spoke on the condi-
tion of anonymity to discuss internal de-
liberations, said Defense Secretary Lloyd 
Austin and Gen. Mark Milley, chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, strongly ad-
vised Biden against shooting down the 
balloon, warning that its size - as big as 
three school buses - and considerable 
weight could create a debris field large 
enough to endanger Americans on the 
ground. The Pentagon also assessed that 
after unspecified U.S. measures, the pos-
sibility of the balloon uncovering impor-
tant information was not great.

It was not the first time Chinese sur-
veillance balloons have been tracked over 
U.S. territory, including at least once dur-
ing former President Donald Trump’s ad-
ministration, officials said.

Surveillance
Blinken’s trip cancellation came de-

spite China’s claim that the balloon was 
merely a weather research “airship” that 
had blown off course. The Pentagon re-
jected that out of hand - as well as China’s 
contention that the balloon was not being 
used for surveillance and had only limited 
navigational ability.

Blinken, who had been due to depart 
Washington for Beijing late Friday, said 
he had told senior Chinese diplomat 
Wang Yi in a phone call that sending the 
balloon over the U.S. was “an irrespon-
sible act and that (China’s) decision to 
take this action on the eve of my visit is 
detrimental to the substantive discussions 
that we were prepared to have.”

China’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
said in a statement Saturday morning: “In 
actuality, the U.S. and China have never 
announced any visit. The U.S. making 
any such announcement is their own busi-
ness, and we respect that.”

According to Beijing, Wang said China 
“has always strictly followed internation-
al law, we do not accept any groundless 
speculation and hype. Faced with unex-
pected situations, both parties need to 
keep calm, communicate in a timely man-
ner, avoid misjudgments and manage dif-
ferences.”

After passing the sensitive military 
sites in Montana, the balloon was moving 
southeastward over the heartland of the 
central United States during the day and 
was expected to remain in U.S. airspace 
for several days, officials said.

The development dealt a new blow to 
already strained U.S.-Chinese relations 
that have been in a downward spiral for 
years over numerous issues. Still, U.S. 
officials maintained that diplomatic chan-
nels remain open and Blinken said he re-
mained willing to travel to China “when 
conditions allow.”

“We continue to believe that having 
open lines of communication is impor-
tant,” he said.

Biden declined to comment on the 
matter when questioned at an economic 
event. Two likely 2024 reelection chal-
lengers, Trump, and Nikki Haley, the 
former South Carolina governor and U.N. 
ambassador, said the U.S. should imme-
diately shoot down the balloon.

Several Republican congressmen said 
the same, and a number blasted the ad-
ministration for “allowing” the balloon 
intrusion.

“The idea that Communist China has 
a spy balloon headed towards Whiteman 
Air Force Base in Missouri right now - 
the home of the Stealth Bomber - is ab-
solutely unbelievable,” said Sen. Eric 
Schmitt, R-Mo. “No American should 
accept this. I don’t.”

Jean-Pierre did not shed light on why 
the administration waited until Thursday 
to make its concerns public.

Ryder, the Pentagon press secretary, 
refused to say Friday whether there was 
any new consideration of shooting the 
balloon down. He said it currently was 
posing no threat.

Ryder said it was maneuverable, not 
just at the mercy of the wind, and had 
changed course.
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‘Protects society’

US designated Iran drone executives 

Sat snaps damage to military facility
Resignation an
Assembly first
By Saeed Mahmoud Saleh

Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 4: National 
Assembly Secretary General 
Adel Al-Lugani has allegedly 
submitted his resignation.

If this is true, it will be the first 
resignation for a secretary gener-
al in the history of the Assembly; 
as the predecessors of Al-Lugani 
left their office because of death, 
promotion or retirement. 

Some parties claimed that Al-
Lugani was forced to resign due 
to a previous dispute with Deputy 
Speaker Muhammad Al-Mutair. 
They said the secretary general 
filed a complaint against Al-Mutair 
for preventing him from to conduct 
voting on the request of HH the 
former Prime Minister Sheikh Sa-
bah Al-Khalid to postpone discus-
sions on the grilling motions for 
almost one and a half year. 

Meanwhile, the agenda of the 
session slated for Tuesday includes 
13 incoming letters as follows:

1. Letter of His Highness the 
Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah ex-
pressing his gratitude to Assem-
bly Speaker Ahmed Al-Saadoun 
and the lawmakers for the issu-
ance of the Amnesty Decree as 
per the Amiri directive;

2. Request of the Public Facilities 
Committee chairman to refer Re-
port No. 33 of the Legal and Leg-
islative Affairs Committee on the 
amendment of Law No. 94/1983 
on the establishment of the Public 
Authority for Agricultural Affairs 
and Fish Resources (PAAAFR) to 
the Environment, Food and Water 
Resources Committee;

3. Request of the Human Re-
sources Committee chairman 
to refer the report of the panel 
on the bill allowing public sec-
tor employees to continue their 
higher studies while working to 
the Education, Culture and Guid-
ance Affairs Committee;

DUBAI, Feb 4, (Agencies): Satellite photos ana-
lyzed by The Associated Press on Friday showed 
damage done to what Iran describes as a military 
workshop targeted by Israeli drones, the latest such 
assault amid a shadow war between the two coun-
tries.

While Iran has offered no explanation yet of what 
the workshop manufactured, the drone attack threat-
ened to again raise tensions in the region. Already, 
worries have grown over Tehran enriching uranium 
closer than ever to weapons-grade levels, with a top 
United Nations nuclear official warning the Islamic 
Republic had enough fuel to build “several” atomic 
bombs if it chooses. 

Meanwhile, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu, whose earlier tenure as premier saw esca-
lating attacks targeting Iran, has returned to office 
and reiterated that he views Tehran as his country’s 
top security threat. With State Department spokes-
person Ned Price now declaring Iran has “killed” 
the opportunity to return to its nuclear deal with 
world powers, it remains unclear what diplomacy 
immediately could ease tensions between Tehran 
and the West.

Cloudy weather had prevented satellite pictures 
of the site of the workshop since it came under at-
tack by what Iran described as bomb-carrying quad-
copters on the night of Jan. 28. Quadcopters, which 
get their name from having four rotors, typically 
operate from short ranges by remote control. 

Video taken of the attack showed an explosion 
at the site after anti-aircraft fire targeted the drones, 
likely from one of the drones reaching the build-
ing’s roof. Iran’s military has claimed shooting 
down two other drones before they reached the site. 

Images taken Thursday by Planet Labs PBC 
showed the workshop in Isfahan, a central Iranian 
city some 350 kilometers (215 miles) south of Teh-
ran. An AP analysis of the image, compared to ear-
lier images of the workshop, showed damage to the 
structure’s roof. That damage corresponded to foot-
age aired by Iranian state television immediately 
after the attack that showed at least two holes in the 
building’s roof. 

The Iranian state TV footage, as well as satel-
lite photos, suggest the building’s roof also may 
have been built with so-called “slat armor.” The 
structure resembles a cage built around roofs or 
armored vehicles to stop direct detonation from 
rockets, missiles or bomb-carrying drones against 
a target. 

Installation of such protection at the workshop 
suggests Iran believed it could be a drone target. 

Iran’s Intelligence Ministry in July claimed to 
have broken up a plot to target sensitive sites around 
Isfahan. A segment aired on Iranian state TV in Oc-
tober included purported confessions by alleged 
members of Komala, a Kurdish opposition party 
that is exiled from Iran and now lives in Iraq, that 
they planned to target a military aerospace facility 
in Isfahan after being trained by Israel’s Mossad in-
telligence service.

It remains unclear whether the military workshop 
targeted in the drone attack was that aerospace fa-
cility. Iran’s mission to the United Nations told the 
AP on Friday night that “technical information isn’t 
available” about the workshop.

“All of Iran’s military and nuclear facilities are 
protected by air defense because they’ve always 
been under threat,” the mission added.

The attack comes Iran’s theocratic government 
faces challenges both at home and abroad. Na-
tionwide protests have shaken the country since 
the September death of Mahsa Amini, a Kurdish-
Iranian woman detained by the country’s morality 
police. Its rial currency has plummeted to new lows 
against the U.S. dollar. Meanwhile, Iran continues 
to arm Russia with the bomb-carrying drone that 
Moscow uses in attacks in Ukraine on power plants 
and civilian targets.

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 4, (KUNA): First Deputy Prime 
Minister, Interior Minister and Acting Defense Minister 
Sheikh Talal Khaled Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah announced Sat-
urday the KuwaitVisa app, which will be launched soon.

The Government Communication Center said, Saturday, that Sheikh 
Talal Al-Khaled explained on the sidelines of the fi rst meeting of the 
Committee on Demographics and Labor Market Development that the 
KuwaitVisa app aim of securing and regulating the entry of workers 

into the country.
The app also aims to protect society and limit the entry of those “wanted by 

the courts, or those with infectious diseases,” it added.
The Communication Center stated that Sheikh Talal Al-Khalid also an-

nounced the launch of the Public Authority for Manpower for the (smart em-
ployee ID), which will be included through the (Kuwait ID) app, and it includes 
the official information related to the worker.

The meeting resulted in a set of decisions aimed at addressing the demo-
graphics, regulating the labor market, limiting manipulation and fraud, in addi-
tion to enhancing security and safety in society.

KUWAIT CITY: The total money col-
lected from taxes and fees and expected 
to be collected in the draft budget for the 
new fi scal year 2023/2024 decreased by 
10% to 508.5 million dinars, compared to 
tax revenues and fees estimated at 564.6 
million dinars in the budget for the current 
fi scal year 2022/2023, reports Al-Qabas 
daily.

The estimated money expected to be 
collected for taxes on income, profi ts, 
and capital gains at about 150 million 
dinars, while the expected collection of 
taxes on property amounted to about 18 
million dinars, which are taxes that are 
collected on land, tourist facilities, im-
movable property, rental of tourist fa-
cilities, and ownership transfer fees, land 
and real estate.

While taxes on trade and international 
transactions witnessed a signifi cant de-
crease, with a total of 48.6 million dinars, 
after the draft general budget expected to 
collect about 340.5 million dinars during 
the next fi scal year, compared to revenues 
amounting to 388.6 million dinars for the 
same item in the current year’s budget.

Customs fees and taxes are collected 
on imports, land fees, and taxes on in-
ternational trade and transactions, such 
as international airport departure fees, 
ship permit fees, fees imposed on aircraft 
crossing Kuwaiti airspace, and other fees.

❑      ❑      ❑

WASHINGTON: After the French satirical 
magazine Charlie Hebdo launched a car-
toon contest to mock Iran’s ruling cleric, a 
state-backed Iranian cyber unit struck back 
with a hack-and-leak campaign that was 
designed to provoke fear with the claimed 
pilfering of a big subscriber database, Mi-
crosoft security researchers say.

The FBI blames the same Iranian cyber 
operators, Emennet Pasargad, for an infl u-
ence operation that sought to interfere in 
the 2020 U.S. presidential election, the 
tech giant said in a blog published Friday. 
Iran has in recent years stepped up false-
fl ag cyber operations as a tool for discred-
iting foes.

Calling itself “Holy Souls” and posing 
as hacktivists, the group claimed in early 
January to have obtained personal infor-
mation on 200,000 subscribers and Char-
lie Hebdo merchandise buyers, according 
to Microsoft’s Digital Threat Analysis 
Center.

As proof of the data theft, “Holy Souls” 
released a 200-record sample with names, 
phone numbers and home and email ad-
dresses of Charlie Hebdo subscribers that 
“could put the magazine’s subscribers at 
risk for online or physical targeting” by 
extremists. The group then advertised the 
supposed complete data cache on several 
dark web sites for $340,000. (AP)

❑      ❑      ❑

TEHRAN: Four people were injured in an 
earthquake measuring 4.7 degrees on the 
Richter Scale in Qasr-e Chirin City in 
Iran’s western province of Kermanshah, 
according to the country’s state TV.

Kermanshah Emergency Center’s 
Public Relations Director Akbar Azadi 
was quoted by the TV as saying that the 
quake, which hit the province early Satur-
day, had injured four people.

The offi cial failed to reveal if the quake 
caused damage.

A magnitude 5.9 earthquake had re-
cently hit Iran’s West Azerbaijan Prov-
ince, leaving three people killed and at 
least 1,000 others injured. (KUNA)

❑      ❑      ❑

JERUSALEM: Israel expects to fully nor-
malize ties with Sudan sometime later this 
year, Israel’s foreign minister said Thurs-
day, after returning from a lightning diplo-
matic mission to the Sudanese capital.

Eli Cohen spoke to reporters after a 
one-day trip to Khartoum that included 
high-level meetings with military lead-
ers, including Sudan’s ruling general, 
Abdel-Fattah Burhan, who led a coup 
that overturned the country’s transitional 
government in 2021.

“The agreement is expected to be 
signed this year and it will be the fourth” 
such accord, Cohen said, referring to the 
U.S.-brokered normalization deals with 
the United Arab Emirates, Bahrain, Su-
dan and Morocco in 2020. (AP)

A high altitude balloon floats over Bill-
ings, Mont., on Wednesday, Feb. 1, 
2023. The US is tracking a suspected 
Chinese surveillance balloon that has 
been spotted over US airspace for a 
couple of days, but the Pentagon de-
cided not to shoot it down due to risks 
of harm for people on the ground, of-

ficials said on Feb 2. (AP)

Newswatch

KUNA photo
British army forces have arrived in Kuwait to participate in military exercises (Desert Warrior 7) to be carried out by Kuwaiti Ground Forces between 
February 5-23. The periodic joint drill serves to increase bilateral cooperation and unify military concepts and joint training, said Kuwait’s Ministry of 

Defense in a statement on Saturday.

This satellite image from Planet Labs PBC shows damage on the 
roof of an Iranian military workshop, (center), after a drone attack 

in Isfahan, Iran on Feb 2, 2023. (AP)

DC in latest turnaround

Long-range US bombs to Ukraine
WASHINGTON, Feb 4, (AP): Af-
ter months of agonizing, the U.S 
has agreed to send longer-range 
bombs to Ukraine as it prepares to 
launch a spring offensive to retake 
territory Russia captured last year, 
U.S. officials said Thursday, con-
firming that the new weapons will 
have roughly double the range of 
any other offensive weapon pro-
vided by America.

The U.S. will provide ground-
launched small diameter bombs 
as part of a $2.17 billion aid 
package it is expected to an-
nounce Friday, several U.S. of-
ficials said. The package also for 
the first time includes equipment 
to connect all the different air 
defense systems Western allies 
have rushed to the battlefield and 
integrate them into Ukraine’s 
own air defenses, to help it better 
defend against Russia’s missile 
attacks. 

For months, U.S. officials 
have hesitated to send longer-
range systems to Ukraine out of 
concern that they would be used 
to target inside Russia, escalat-
ing the conflict and drawing the 
U.S. deeper in. The longer-range 
bombs are the latest advanced 
system, such as Abrams tanks 
and the Patriot missile defense 

system, that the U.S. has eventu-
ally agreed to provide Ukraine 
after initially saying no. U.S. of-
ficials, though, have continued 
to reject Ukraine’s requests for 
fighter jets.

Ukrainian leaders have ur-
gently pressed for longer-range 
munitions, and on Thursday offi-
cials said the U.S. will send an un-
disclosed number of the ground-
launched, small diameter bombs, 
which have a range of about 95 
miles (150 kilometers). The of-
ficials spoke on condition of ano-
nymity to discuss details of the aid 
package not yet made public.

To date, the longest-range 
missile provided by the U.S. is 
about 50 miles (80 kilometers). 
The funding in the aid package 
is for longer-term purchases, so it 
wasn’t clear Thursday how long 
it will take to get the bomb to the 
battlefield in Ukraine.

Ukraine’s defense minister, 
Oleksii Reznikov, said Thursday 
the country is prepared to offer 
guarantees to its Western partners 
that their weapons won’t be used 
to strike inside Russian territory, 
adding that Kyiv needs weapons 
with a range of up to 300 kilome-
ters ( about 185 miles) to expel 
the Russian forces.

Gulf Bank nets KD 62mn in ’22
Details Page 7

❑          ❑          ❑

Warba Bank profi t up 21% in ’22
Details Page 9

❑          ❑          ❑

NBK working environment among ‘world’s best’
Details Page 8
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Fajr  ........ 05:15
Sunrise ..  06:36
Zohr .......  12:02

Asr .......... 15:07
Maghrib .. 17:28
Isha  ........ 18:47

 Prayer Timings Expected weather for the next 
24 hours:

By Day: Rather cold and part-
ly cloudy with light to moderate 
southeasterly wind to light variable 
wind with speeds of 08-26 km/h.

By Night: Cold and partly 

cloudy with light variable wind to 
light to moderate southeasterly 
wind with speeds of 08-28 km/h 
with a chance for mist forming 
over some areas.
Station Max Exp Min Rec
Kuwait City 20 12

Kuwait Airport 20 06
Abdaly 20 05
Jahra 20 08
Salmiyah 18 14
Ahmadi 18 13
Nuwaisib 21 07
Wafra 20 04

Weather 

WINTER VACCINATION APPOINTMENT: https://eservices.moh.gov.kw/SPCMS/VaccinateAppointmentsRequesten.aspx

‘Private education system based on guidelines’

No school in Kuwait teaches Gospel of Christ, confi rms MoE
By Abdul Rahman Al-Shammari

Al-Seyassah Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 4: The Ministry of Education (MoE) affi rmed that it 
did not receive any complaint from a parent or any information from teach-
ers about a foreign school in Kuwait teaching students about the Gospel of 
Christ, spreading the Gospel through its school radio, and renting its building 
to a church for services.

It stressed that it did not notice such activities during the visit of its superin-
tendents who are specialized in inspecting the concerned school and monitor-
ing the progress of the educational process there.

The Department of Private Education stated in a memorandum it sub-

mitted to the Ministry of Education that the authority concerned with fol-
lowing up the progress of work in schools is the Department of Educa-
tional Affairs.

The ministry explained that the private education system in Kuwait is 
based on some general guidelines that regulate the work of private schools. 
The Department of Private Education supervises private schools through a 
number of central departments, superintendents, and sections.

The Department of Educational Affairs supervises private schools and 
monitors the educational and technical work in them, verifi es the qualifi ca-
tions of the members of the educational staff, and follows up their perfor-
mance through technical guidance for academic subjects.

The Department of Examinations and Equivalencies supervises everything 

related to student affairs in terms of their registration, issuance and enroll-
ment, and monitors their behavior. It is the only one in Kuwait that is con-
cerned with the equivalence of educational certifi cates below the university 
level, regardless of its issuing authority.

The Department of Financial and Administrative Affairs is concerned 
with monitoring the financial situation of private schools and their com-
mitment to expenses and fees approved by the ministry. The technical 
guidance of the activities and support services is concerned with pro-
viding social and psychological care for students and following up the 
school activities, in addition to a number of observers and other depart-
ments that carry out their duties in light of the terms of reference for each 
of them.

 Photo by Mohammad Morsi
Seagulls hovering over the calm sea in hunt for small fi sh.

‘Malaysian Fund’ case
ruling set for March 28

Plan to hire non-Kuwaiti teachers

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 4: The 
Criminal Court, presided over 
by Judge Faisal Al-Harbi, 
last week decided to issue on 
March 28 its verdict in the 
case, famously known as the 
“Malaysian Fund”, in which 
one of the sons of the former 
prime minister and four oth-
ers, including Bashar Kiwan, 
are suspects.

During the previous session, the main 
suspect - the son of the former prime 
minister - and the second and third de-
fendants were present but the fourth 
suspect Bashar 
Kiwan, failed to 
appear because 
the criminal rul-
ings had been is-
sued against him 
in absentia, and he, 
being a foreigner, 
is yet to step into 
Kuwait.

During the delib-
eration of the session, 
police officer Nasser 
Al-Tayyar attended with his defense attor-
ney Amer Al-Shahoumi and claimed a civil 
temporary compensation of KD 5,001 in his 
capacity as the supervisor of the first inves-
tigation team and the director of the Anti-
Money Laundering Department, something 
that can be considered as a precedent with 
the Kuwaiti judiciary.

The Public Prosecution charged the three 
defendants with being an organized criminal 
group that committed the crime of money 
laundering in Chinese currency equivalent 
to 343 million yuan (KD 700,000), know-
ing that this money is the proceeds of crimes 
related to theft of money and investments of 
the Malaysian Sovereign Fund.

It indicated that the first defendant had 
obtained this money through the bank ac-
counts of the company owned by him and 
his personal accounts in the branch of the 
Industrial and Commercial Bank of China 
located in the State of Kuwait, using which 
he made transfers through a complex net-
work of financial operations between his ac-
counts and a company account in the Cay-
man Islands, Malaysia.

The first and fourth defendants were 
charged with committing money laundering 
with an amount equivalent to KD 21 million, 
knowing that these funds were obtained from 
theft crimes related to the investments of the 
Malaysian sovereign fund.

❑     ❑     ❑

MoE gets CSC nod: The Ministry of Edu-
cation (MoE) has obtained approval from 
the Civil Service Commission to recruit 
non- Kuwaiti teachers for academic year 
2023/2024, reports Al-Jarida daily.

On its social media accounts, the ministry 
announced that it has started receiving ap-
plications through its website.

In its announcement, the ministry said it 
needs non-Kuwaiti teachers with university 
qualifications for local contracting to work 
in general education schools.  The vacant 
teaching positions are for male teachers spe-
cialized in English, French, Mathematics, 
Science, Physics, Chemistry, Biology, Ge-
ology, Philosophy, Arabic and  Computer. 

It added that the children of Kuwaiti wom-
en married to non-Kuwaitis, graduates of the 
College of Education and Basic Education, 
public and private universities in Kuwait 
should apply; while the decoration teach-
ing position is only for children of Kuwaiti 
women married to non-Kuwaitis. 

Meanwhile, the female teachers should 
be specialized in Arabic, English, Math-
ematics, Chemistry and Physics; in addition 
to those specialized in Computer, but this 
position is open only for the children of Ku-
waiti women married to non-Kuwaitis who 
graduated from universities in the country.

Al-Shahoumi

‘100 kidney transplants in 1 year’
Kuwait comes fi rst in the Arab region 
and second in the Middle East in terms 
of the number of organ donors after 
death, compared to the population, a 
health offi cial said on Thursday.

Kuwait witnessed, last year, around 
50 kidney transplants, sourced from 
50 deceased individuals, and 49 op-
erations, sourced from live patients, Dr. 
Mustafa Al-Musawi, Ministry of Health 
Organ Provision Unit Director and Ku-
wait Transplant Society chief said.

His comments came during a Kuwait 
Transplant Society event held to honour 

these donors, and to launch a similar 
campaign urging further organ dona-
tions.

The campaign seeks to raise the 
number of donors from 17,000, current-
ly, to 30,000.

Around 100 kidney transplants are 
carried out annually, being the most 
common, said Dr. Al-Musawi.

However, heart transplants have just 
started to enter the fray as the country 
remains lagging in the transplantation 
of other organs in comparison to neigh-
bouring Gulf Arab countries. (KUNA)

KUNA photo
Health offi cial: Kuwait is the fi rst in the Arab world and the second in the Middle East 

in terms of the number of organ donors after death.   

Water supply on cards

Power for new housing city soon
Increase in oil sector’s claims to MEW up by KD 3b

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 4: The Ministry of 
Electricity, Water and Renewable Energy 
completed the process of connecting the 
main South Abdullah Al-Mubarak substa-
tion C with station B, in preparation for the 
delivery of electricity to the area’s plots, 
the numbers of which were previously an-
nounced on the ministry’s website, reports 
Al-Rai daily.

According to informed sources, the min-
istry will operate the 23 secondary stations 
that are fed from Station C based on coordi-
nation with the Public Authority for Hous-
ing Welfare in this regard.

They affi rmed the existence of a time 
schedule for operating the main and second-
ary stations in the new housing cities, and 
for the delivery of water to the citizens’ 
plots in those areas.

The sources highlighted the success of 
the ministry during the past year in de-
livering fresh water to 4,567 plots in dif-
ferent regions and the electricity to 1,526 
plots, adding, “The ministry has so far 
succeeded in operating four main substa-
tions in Mutlaa area, in preparation for 
the delivery of electricity to the substa-
tions”.

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 4: The oil sector’s fi nancial 
claims to the Ministry of Electricity, Water and 
Renewable Energy has risen to about KD 3 billion, 
which increases the funding pressures on Kuwait 
Petroleum Corporation (KPC) to spend on its pro-
jects, reports Al-Rai daily quoting informed sources.

They explained that the KPC suspended the 
approval of the implementation of the minis-
try’s projects until the provision of electricity 
as a guarantee from the Ministry of Finance to 
finance these projects. It is referring in this as-
pect to the suspension of the approval for the 
implementation of a power station project in 
Nuwaiseeb area by the Kuwait Oil Company 
(KOC) until assurance is obtained from the 
Ministry of Finance to finance the project.

There is talk about dropping the oil sector’s 

claims amounting to KD 3 billion from the profi ts 
due to the state from the oil sector. However, such 
an option does not serve or achieve the strategy of 
immediate oil projects with billions in revenues, 
especially the productive KOC projects, as it de-
lays the benefi t of the state’s general budget from 
the proceeds of these projects.

As of March 31, 2022, KPC’s claims against 
the Ministry of Electricity and Water were about 
KD 8.897 million for a period more than 360 
days and are related to previous years. In addi-
tion, there were fi nancial claims worth KD 1.149 
billion that were more than 30 days old and less 
than 360 days old.

The sources attributed the failure to collect these 
debts to the lack of budget covering the outstand-
ing bills for the previous fi scal year, in addition to 

a difference in quantities between the readings of 
the ministry and some of the corporation’s subsid-
iaries, adding that, “There are non-agreed amounts 
worth about KD 10.392 million.”

❑     ❑     ❑

New KCB services: Youssef Kazem, offi cial 
spokesperson of the unifi ed government applica-
tion for electronic services ‘Sahel’, announced that 
Kuwait Credit Bank (KCB) added new services on 
the application, reports Al-Seyassah daily.

In a press statement recently, Kazem disclosed 
the new KCB services on the platform include the 
application for purchase, real estate and women 
loans.  He believes these new services will fur-
ther ease procedures for citizens who are using the 
platform.

Follow-up on KFAS study
By Ahmad alsarraf

With time, the fi nancial resources 
of the Kuwait Foundation for 

the Advancement of Sciences de-
creased due to the discovery by some 
loopholes in the law of some compa-
nies since its establishment that do not 
hold account-
able those that 
give up paying 
a percentage of 
their profi ts to 
the Foundation. 

There has also 
been a devel-
opment related 
to the possibil-
ity of appealing 
against the un-
constitutional-
ity of its decisions, especially those 
related to reducing the contributions 
of shareholding companies to the 
institution’s budget from 5% to 3% 
and to 1% later, as Article 134 of the 
Constitution explicitly states that es-
tablishing, amending and abolishing 
public taxes is only by law. 

No one shall be exempted from 
paying all or part of it except in the 
cases specifi ed by law. No one may 
be assigned to pay other taxes, fees, 
and costs, except within the limits of 
the law. 

Article 143 stipulates that the 
budget law may not include any text 
that would create a new tax, increase 
an existing tax, amend an existing 
law, or avoid issuing a special law on 
a matter that this constitution stipu-
lates that a law must be issued in this 
regard.

Thus, in the view of some legal ex-
perts, cuts from 5% to 3%, and then 
to 1%, would be unconstitutional. 
This may have prompted the majority 
of the joint-stock companies to stop 
paying what they owe, which caused 

the institution’s resources to become 
scarce, and prompted it to contact the 
Ministry of Commerce and Industry 
and express its fears, calling for the 
requirement for companies to submit 
a clearance issued by the institution 
before they can hold their general as-
semblies.

What happened to the recent Com-
panies Law No. 25 of 2012, in which 
the wording of the new contracts was 
changed, with the removal of the item 
related to the enterprise’s share from 
the form of standard contracts, has the 
effect of depriving the enterprise of 
the obligation to collect its prescribed 
share of the companies’ profi ts. 

In its letter to Commerce, the 
Corporation referred to the Amiri 
Decree issued on December 8, 1976 
regarding its establishment, ex-
plaining that this decree endowed it 
with a special nature, and provided 
it with government care and sup-
port, and that it obtains its revenues 
from the annual contributions of all 
Kuwaiti shareholding companies. 

Accordingly, on January 15, 2023, 
the Ministry of Commerce issued a 
ministerial Decision (184/2022) ob-
ligating the joint-stock companies 
to include a clause in the joint-stock 
company’s budget stipulating that 
one percent of the net annual profi ts 
of the joint-stock companies be cal-
culated for the benefi t of the Kuwait 
Foundation for the Advancement of 
Sciences, provided that the percent-
age stipulated in the decision is de-
ducted and transferred to the insti-
tution, before the convening of the 
general assembly.

Accordingly, all the objections 
raised by “law professors” regarding 
the unconstitutionality of what is paid 
to the institution from corporate prof-
its become baseless.

❑     ❑     ❑

e-mail: a.alsarraf@alqabas.com.kw

alsarraf

Other Voices New batch of Pakistani
doctors, nurses arrive
KUWAIT CITY, Feb 4: A new batch of 180 Pakistani doctors 
and nurses arrived in the country recently, reports Al-Jarida daily.

Pakistani Ambassador to Kuwait Malik Farooq told the daily 
that “this is the 18th batch of Pakistani doctors and nurses arriv-
ing in Kuwait in accordance with the agreement signed by the 
Pakistani and the Kuwaiti governments.” 

He said: “We know that after the corona pandemic, Kuwait 
has a shortage of doctors and nurses. I would like to thank the 
Kuwaiti government for trusting us. Our doctors and nursing 
staff are professional, competent and have vast experience.  Pa-
kistan sends the best doctors from the best of its hospitals. We 
are happy that the people of Pakistan are offering their services 
to their friends and brothers in Kuwait.”

He added: “I am sure that this batch of doctors is only the be-
ginning of strengthening our bilateral relations.  We are ready 
to bring in more; not only doctors and nursing staff, but we also 
Pakistani professionals in the fi elds of education, information 
technology and others. We are ready to fi ll the shortage in any 
place or job; with the aim of helping in the development of Ku-
wait, which we have been doing for more than 60 years now.”

❑     ❑     ❑

Stipends opposed: The Ministry of Finance has voiced res-
ervations over the proposals to increase the allowance of stu-
dents, as they will be an additional burden for the State budget 
at a time the country lacks liquidity, reports Al-Anba daily.

In the ministry’s statement included in the report of the 
parliamentary Educational Affairs Committee that will be dis-
cussed in Tuesday’s legislative session, the ministry explained 
that the allowance increment for students is not the only way to 
improve their standard of living.  It pointed out that the State 
grants other forms of fi nancial support to the students, such as 
the 60 percent subsidized books.

Earlier, the committee approved proposals to increase the 
stipend for university students to KD 300 per month including 
Bedouns, and KD 550 per month for Kuwaiti students married 
to their compatriots, provided they are not receiving social sub-
sidy from the Ministry of Social Affairs.

❑     ❑     ❑

Two shifts planned: The Public Relations and Security Media 
General Department in the Interior Ministry has confi rmed that 
all sectors in the ministry are keen on expediting and simpli-
fying procedures for citizens to save time and effort, reports 
Al-Anba daily.

Consequently, the Service Centers General Department an-
nounced that the Ardiya Service Center under the Farwaniya 
Governorate Service Centers Department will start operating 
on Sunday in two shifts – from 8:00 am to 1:30 pm and then 
from 3:00 pm to 7:00 pm; while Sabah Al-Nasser Service Cent-
er will reopen on the same day after completion of the mainte-
nance works.

On the other hand, Abdullah Al-Mubarak Service Center 
will be closed starting from Sunday to pave way for the com-
prehensive maintenance works. Citizens under this center are 
advised to visit the nearest center or complete their transactions 
through the governmental online application ‘Sahel’.
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A DIGEST OF PUBLIC OPINION

diwaniya
‘People should be addressed by speaking govt ... not silent one’
“TWO days ago, BBC Arabic TV broadcast a documentary about what hap-
pened to the United States in 1933, when the country was on the brink of com-
plete collapse, unemployment and recession at its worst, and a third of the peo-
ple had no source of livelihood, and banks were closed because of the queues 
of depositors wishing to withdraw their money,” columnist Sami Abdul Latif 
Al-Nisf wrote for Annahar daily.

“In the midst of this tragic situation, the historic President Franklin Roosevelt 
arrived and the fi rst thing he did was to use the media, represented by the radio, 
through a daily program he called “Hot Talks” to ad-
dress 65 million Americans who owned radios, through 
which he began to reassure them of their money in the 
banks, so the queues stopped and the banks opened their 
doors, without which the economy does not move, then 
he began to explain to them the plans and work of his so-
called administration with the “New Deal” and reassur-
ing them about the future of their country, which caused 
conditions to change by 180 degrees, from despair to 
hope and from unemployment to work.

“People everywhere and time need governments to 
lead and spread hope in them; otherwise they will turn 
to chaos and destruction. People do not read ideas, do 
not know intentions, and do not know about plans and projects hidden in fi les 
in order to support them. 

“In the past, it was said that “rights demand talks”, so, we called and are call-
ing on existing and upcoming governments to address the public through what 
is called the speaking government and not the silent one, which necessitates the 
permanent appearance of offi cials in the media. This is the approach applied in 
the whole world, except for our country ... 

“In the absence of a parliamentary majority supporting the government, suc-
cessive governments need to address directly with the voter in order to infl u-
ence the position of the representative from the permanent opposition to devel-
opment projects and change their positions from questioning to support, which 
is the only remaining approach to combat claims of the insane waste of state 
resources for what does not work, which is a continuation of the “temporary 
Kuwait” path. Its advocates believe that the state’s fi nancial resources must be 
crushed, burned and stolen fi rst, so there is no hope for Kuwait and no future 
for its future generations.

“Here comes the role of the specialized ministers to explain the benevolent 
aspects of spending public funds and confi rm the fact that Kuwait’s wealth 
is not exclusively owned by the present generations, but is owned by future 
generations.”

Also:
“When the government sends a message through its resignation to the depu-

ties by rejecting any fi nancial populist laws and every time referring to it as a 
red line, then the deputies should play politics not make it an art for boxing 
and martial arts, because politics is the art of the possible and not imposing the 
impossible,” columnist  Amer Al-Faleh wrote for Al-Rai daily.

“Unfortunately, the deputies practiced the worst forms of parliamentary pro-
fessionalism. Every day after their resignation, a group of deputies presented a 
provocative, populist fi nancial law to the government, as if they were sending 
a message that says: ‘If you continue to be absent from the sessions, the par-
liament is not important, but rather tickling the feelings of the electoral bases 
through these chaotic laws’.

“A group calls for distributing 20% of the net profi ts of the Sovereign Fund’s 
investments to citizens equally annually, and the misfortune is that there are 
those who applaud this type of deputies, and others are introducing a law to 
raise the marriage loan to 10,000 dinars, and others are calling for doubling 
the student stipend to become 500 dinars for the ‘single’ and 550 dinars for the 
married, and there are those who call for raising the value of the mortgage loan 
to 100,000, and so forth.

“In addition to fl ooding the parliamentary work with a package of laws and 
planting parliamentary mines, we have not yet understood the extent of the 
logicality and benefi t of the surprising law, which is the sale of leave balance, 
which is totally unfair, and which has perpetuated a culture of imaginary ab-
senteeism through sick leaves and escape from work to fi nally obtain a fake 
balance and sell it and drain the state’s resources annually for those who do 
not deserve and caused injustice to many segments, such as employees in the 
private sector and employees who enjoy their leave balance in a legal way that 
benefi ts socially for employees.

“The professional parliamentary culture is still modest for many who are new 
to the parliamentary experience, as well as those who have spent years, and the 
electoral rules are still pushing the deputies into parliamentary-governmental 
confrontations at the end of which the biggest loser is the silent majority that 
watches this arena and the struggle of the two authorities.

“We have great confi dence in the representatives who carry out their parlia-
mentary work professionally and defuse this futility and chaos in the populist 
fi nancial laws, and to miss the opportunity for everyone who pushes the repre-
sentatives to the government-parliamentary confrontation, and takes advantage 
of this aggravation to create a state of discontent with the formation of this 
parliament and disbelief in its outputs.”

❑     ❑     ❑

“Many people made us bored with repetition of the political scene, as the sit-

uation deteriorates in terms of internal development and the citizen has become 
helpless due to personal disputes between the two authorities, as well as the 
obstruction of legislation, hence, the failure to provide the citizen with appro-
priate health, housing, education and tourism services,” columnist Dr Ghadeer 
Aseeri wrote for Al-Qabas daily.

“The repetitive scene of resigning and disrupting sessions of the National 
Assembly refl ects negatively on the State. The government resigned 100 days 
after its formation due to clashes between the two authorities. The scene is 
repeated mechanically, along with disagreements among the premier, ministers 
and staff.

“The people are the victims of these personal clashes and confl icts. The gov-
ernment submitted its resignation six times within three years due to confl icts 
between the two authorities. The solutions are temporary rather than radical, so 
the scene is repeated.

“With these parliamentary practices, we fi nd that work and legislation are far 
from the political and economic conditions, and fi nancial mismanagement at 
the local and global levels. Indeed, the citizen is the one who stops the wheels of 
development and pays the price for the backwardness caused by the Assembly.”

❑     ❑     ❑

“In a series of United Nations reports, scientists agreed that limiting the glob-
al temperature rise by more than 1.5 degrees Celsius will help the world avoid 
the worst climate impacts and maintain a livable climate. Current policies in-
dicate a temperature rise of 2.8 degrees Celsius by end of the current century,” 
columnist Dr Hind Al-Choumar wrote for Al-Anba daily.

“The Sustainable Development Goals, the United Nations Framework Con-
vention on Climate Change and the Paris Agreement present many solutions to 
climate change.

“These solutions include reducing emissions, adapting to climate impacts, 
fi nancing the necessary modifi cations, protecting people, homes, businesses, 
livelihoods, infrastructure and natural ecosystems. Priority must be given to the 
groups most vulnerable to climate change.

“There are many consequences of climate change, such as severe droughts, 
water scarcity, wildfi res, rising sea levels, fl oods, melting polar ice, catastroph-
ic storms and degradation of biodiversity.

“Climate change affects health and may cause death and disease as a result 
of increasingly frequent extreme weather events such as heat waves, storms, 
fl oods and disruption of food systems. For example, 44,000 people died during 
the heat wave that swept Europe in 2003.

“Climate change may also lead to some psychological problems and an in-
crease in zoonoses and food, water and vector-borne diseases.”

— Compiled by Ahmed Al-Shazli

Sami Al-Nisf

Appeal rejected as death penalty
upheld for ‘army man’ in murder

Child molester hearing set for May 15

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 4: The Court of Ap-
peal upheld the death sentence by hang-
ing for a soldier in the Ministry of Inte-
rior who was accused of killing his friend, 
a young man of unknown nationality 
(bedoun), and ordered the referral of the 
civil case to the competent court, reports 
Al-Rai daily.

The incident dates back to January 12, 2022, when in-
vestigations indicated that the accused went in civilian 
clothes to his friend, the victim, in a camp in the Al-
Julaia, and there a quarrel occurred between them that 
led to the crime being committed.

Investigations indicated that the suspect hit the victim 
on the head three times with a piece of brick and when 
the victim fell to the ground unconscious, he was strangled 
to death. Then the suspect reportedly called the victim’s 
mother claiming two young men had attacked and beat the 
victim and him inside the camp.

During the investigations, it was discovered that the 
suspect had tampered with the victim’s phone and had ac-
cessed his accounts on social media without his permis-
sion, adding that he had been friends with the victim for 
some time.

The Public Prosecution charged the suspect with inten-
tional and premeditated murder.

The defense of the victim, lawyer Abdul Mohsen Al-
Qattan, appeared before the court and claimed 5001 dinars 
temporary compensation, and the availability of the ele-
ments of the crime of premeditated murder, the availability 
of the material element of the crime of murder, and the 
criminal intent.

❑     ❑     ❑

‘Molester’ hearing May 15: The Criminal Court has set 
May 15, 2023, to look into the case of the Islamic educa-
tion teacher who is charged with molesting children.

The court, headed by Counselor Muhammad Al-
Sanea, confronted the accused in his second case, 
where he was confronted by saying, ‘You are accused 
on June 6, 2022 of kidnapping the child (unnamed) and 
indecent assault, to which the defendant replied saying 
‘Not true’.

When asked about imprisonment pending other cases, 
he denied, and to another question he said there are no 
other cases against him.

Then he was told the Prosecution confi rmed the exist-
ence of other cases against him and reminded him that in 
another case he has been sentenced to four months impris-
onment; and when told that he was accused of other cases 
against him, he said he does not remember.

It is noteworthy that the Criminal Court had previously 
issued a death sentence by hanging against the accused in 
the fi rst of the 50 cases in which he is accused of kidnap-
ping children and indecent assault.

❑     ❑     ❑

One dead in mishap: The Public Relations and Media De-
partment of the General Fire Force stated that one person 
died and the other was seriously injured in a two-vehicle 
collision Thursday evening, opposite the Mubarak Al-Ka-
beer area, reports Al-Rai daily.

The cause of the accident is not known. The remains of 
the victim were referred to Forensics and the injured man 
was taken to hospital by paramedics.

❑     ❑     ❑

Sand thieves nabbed: Securitymen have arrested three 
unidentifi ed persons for stealing sand from Umm Safaq 
Road in Al-Wafra, reports Al-Rai daily.

The daily added, the men were caught red-handed and 
referred to the competent authorities.

A statement issued by the Public Relations and Security 
Media Department of the Ministry of Interior stated that 
personnel from Al-Wafra police station caught three driv-
ers loading their vehicles with sand to take it to unknown 
destination.

The statement added that the vehicles and their drivers 
were referred to the competent authorities to take the nec-
essary legal measures against them.

A road project underway near the Avenues Mall.

KUNA photo
The emergence of (faqa) is during the (marking) season, which extends for about 

70 days. 

‘Coinciding with National Days’

‘74% of road projects complete’

Truffl e season elevates
joyous mood in country

‘Contractors to pay for damages’

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 4: According to 
sources from the Public Authority for 
Roads and Transportation (PART), 74 
percent of the road project works on the 
Fifth Ring Road, Ghazali Road and Mu-
hammad bin Al-Qasim Road have been 
completed, reports Aljarida daily.

These roads represented one of the main 
obstacles in the area surrounding the pro-
ject. The project focused on fi nding engi-
neering solutions to solve the problem of 
traffi c jam by facilitating the movement of 
vehicles to the roads surrounding Al-Rai 
area and improving the level of service 
on the main and internal roads on Ghazali 
Road and the Fifth Ring Road.

Work is ongoing to develop the in-
tersection between Ghazali Road and 
the Fifth Ring Road. This includes the 

construction of a bridge that passes over 
Ghazali Road to facilitate traffi c move-
ment to and from the Avenues, in addition 
to developing the Fifth Ring Road and the 
Airport Road and constructing a new road 
linking the Fifth Ring Road and Second 
Ring Road parallel to the Airport Road.

The project also involves developing the 
intersection between Muhammad bin Al-
Qasem Road and the Fifth Ring Road. It 
includes an overpass that passes over Mu-
hammad bin Al-Qasem Road and a reverse 
detour bridge over the Fifth Ring Road.

The sources stressed that PART is push-
ing for the completion of all project works 
in order to ensure the smooth movement 
of traffi c in the area and reduce traffi c con-
gestion, especially during peak hours due 
to population density and traffi c.

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 4, (KUNA): Being 
leafl ess, fl owerless, stemless or even root-
less, truffl e is really a treasure buried along 
the desert, with Kuwaiti people, especially 
Bedouins, adoring it in spite of its high price.

The truffl e harvesting season coincides 
with Kuwait’s national celebrations, boost-
ing the already joyous atmosphere in the 
Gulf country, with people enjoying efforts 
to fi nd this sweet-scented fungi among 
rocks and fragrant 
wild plants.

On this occasion, 
Ouda Al-Bathali, a 
Kuwaiti researcher, 
speaking to KUNA, 
said truffl e is a type 
of fungus formed 
after the fall of rains 
and soil irrigation. 
It grows in desert 
areas and sand envi-
ronment, formed in 
groups ranging be-
tween 10 and 20 plants at the same place.

Bearing various names, truffl e looks like 
potato but differs in color and scent and 
usually grows in soft slightly saline soil, Al-
Bathali said.

Elaborating, he said this fungus is closely 
connected with rainfalls in Al-Wasem sea-
son, which falls between December and 
February, associated with lightning and 
thunder.

Lightning, which always helps increase 
nitrogen oxide concentration in air, comes 
together with downpour to create various 
types of fungi, including truffl e, and that’s 
why it is sometimes called “daughter of 
lightning”.

Truffl e always hinges upon a host plant 

to live with in a symbiotic manner and 
emerges in areas that have never been trod-
den by humans, according to the Kuwaiti 
researcher.

Growing near tree roots, this fungus 
could be white, brown or black and has dif-
ferent sizes ranging from three to 40 cen-
timeters per plant, weighing between 20 and 
400 grams, he remarked.

Truffl e is deemed a rate plant that shows 
up independently and grown on natural rain, 
rather than artifi cial environments, Al-Bath-
ali pointed out.

It is rich in proteins, carbohydrates, 
fats and minerals that are similar to those 
found in the human body, including phos-
phorus, sodium, calcium and potassium, 
he added.

There are four well-known types of truf-
fl e, the most famous and most expensive of 
which is called “Al-Zubaidi” which has a 
pleasant scent and is mostly white and big 
and of high nutritional value.

On demand for truffl e in Kuwait, Khalaf 
Al-Enezi, a truffl e seller, said the price of 
truffl e at present is very high due to a short-
age of Kuwaiti and even Gulf truffl e.

But, he said that the harvesting season is 
still in the beginning so it is expected to be 
highly available later this month, estimating 
its current price at KD 16-20.

Al-Enezi said the price is forecast to 
dwindle away with large quantities of this 
delicious plant coming in from neighboring 
countries, mainly Saudi Arabia, Iraq and 
Iran. 

Meanwhile, the annual Kuwait Interna-
tional Camel Racing Championship will 
start Saturday with a large participation of 
camel owners in Kuwait and a number of 
Gulf and Arab countries.

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 4: The Ministry of 
Public Works (MPW) is currently study-
ing the legal aspects of obliging contrac-
tors in the new maintenance contracts to 
allocate a certain amount as guarantee, 
which will be used to compensate road-
users if they file lawsuits against the min-
istry as a result of their cars being dam-
aged by drilling or flying steel, reports 
Al-Rai daily quoting sources from the 
ministry.

Sources informed the daily that the minis-
try intends to obligate the contractors in the 
new contracts to shoulder the cost of cases 

fi led by citizens or expatriates whose cars 
are damaged as a result of a defect in the 
maintenance works assigned to the contrac-
tors.

Sources explained that the affected per-
son will not fi le a case against the ministry 
and the contractor together, as he will do so 
against the ministry only, since he consid-
ers the latter responsible for any damage to 
his vehicle.  Therefore, the ministry will ask 
the contractors to allocate an amount in each 
contract to be used as compensation in case 
anyone is harmed due to their maintenance 
works, sources added.

Al-Bathali
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HH Crown Prince and Prime Minister send greetings

HH Amir congratulates Sri Lankan president on National Day
KUWAIT CITY, Feb 4, (KUNA): His 
Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ah-
mad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah on Saturday sent 
a cable to President of Sri Lanka Ranil 
Wickremesinghe, congratulating him on 
his country’s National Day.

In the cable, His Highness the Amir 
wished him good health and wellness, 
and further progress and prosperity for 
Sri Lanka and its friendly people.

Meanwhile, His Highness the Crown 

Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah sent a cable to President 
Wickremesinghe, congratulating him on 
his country’s National Day, wishing him 
good health and wellness. 

Also, His Highness the Prime Minister 
Sheikh Ahmad Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Sa-
bah sent a cable to President Wickrem-
esinghe, congratulating him on his coun-
try’s National Day.

400 male and female students benefi t from a basic school in Shabwa, Yemen, with 
Kuwaiti funding.

KUNA photos
The KRCS launches two water projects, benefi ting 30,000 Yemenis.

‘Kuwait by your side’ campaign

KRCS opens 2 water projects in
S. Yemen, model school: offi cial
ADEN, Feb 4, (KUNA): The Kuwait Red 
Crescent Society (KRCS) inaugurated on 
Thursday, two water projects benefi ting 
over 30,000 people in the governorates of 
Abyan and Lahj in southern Yemen, and a 
model school in the governorate of Shabwa, 
in which 400 students study, as part of a 
campaign ‘Kuwait by your side’.

The Director General of the KRCS and 
the head of its visiting delegation to Yemen, 
Abdul Rahman Al-Aoun, said in a state-
ment to Kuwait News Agency (KUNA) that 
the Society opened Thursday the school 
Abrar Marzouq Muhammad Al-Ghanim 
in Shabwa Governorate, and it consists of 
eight classrooms, offi ces for teachers and 
administration, and a public square.

He added that the association’s delega-
tion also inaugurated the Yusuf and Noura 
water project in Abyan governorate, which 
benefi ts 26,000 people, and the Muna Al-
Lahdan water project, which benefi ts 4,500 
people in Lahj, indicating that the two pro-
jects are equipped with a solar power sys-
tem, water tanks, artesian wells, pumping 
lines and pump rooms.

He explained that the targeting of these 
areas came based on an integrated study 
of the urgent need and the great suffering 
of the people of these areas, whether those 
targeted by water or education projects that 
will put an end to the daily suffering of 
thousands of families whose children were 
dropping out of schools in search of water 
or because of its distance from them.

He pointed out that the opening of the 

water projects and the school project comes 
within the interest and keenness of Kuwaiti 
donors to contribute to development, support 
their Yemeni brothers and alleviate their suf-
fering in light of the diffi cult circumstances 
they are going through, expressing his thanks 
and appreciation to the Kuwaiti supporters 
for their humanitarian initiatives to alleviate 
the suffering of their Yemeni brothers.

He pointed out that the association will 
continue to open developmental, medi-
cal, educational and water projects within 
the framework of the continuous support 
from the people of Kuwait to the brothers 
in Yemen.

For his part, Acting Governor of Shabwa 
Ali Al-Kindi expressed, in a press state-
ment, his sincere thanks to the State of Ku-
wait, the Kuwaiti Red Crescent Society and 
the donors from the people of Kuwait for 
these projects supporting the infrastructure, 
services and relief, which contributed to al-
leviating the suffering of citizens.

He pointed out that the Kuwaiti Red Cres-
cent Society implemented continuous relief 
campaigns aimed at improving the living 
conditions of citizens in Yemen, expressing 
deep thanks and appreciation for the con-
tinuity of implementing development and 
medical projects to help citizens overcome 
the diffi cult conditions they live in.

He praised the status that the Kuwait Red 
Crescent Society has reached, expanding its 
activities locally and abroad, and activating 
its mechanisms to reach the vulnerable and 
needy everywhere.

Controls cited for heart-related 
ops in private medical centers

Minister Al-Awadhi issues three ministerial decisions

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 4: 
Within the framework 
of the regulatory pro-
cedures to work in the 
private medical sector, 
the Minister of Health 
Dr. Ahmad Al-Awadhi 
issued three ministe-
rial decisions to ap-
prove the requirements 
and controls that must 
be met when it comes 
to conducting heart op-
erations and therapeutic 
and diagnostic catheters 
in the private medical 
sector, and the controls 
governing the practice 
of the psychiatric pro-
fession in the private 
medical sector, and the 
required specifi cations 
in laboratories, reports 
Al-Anba daily.

In detail, the minister is-
sued ministerial Resolution 
No. 18/2023 for approving 
the conditions and controls 
that must be met to authorize 
heart operations and diagnos-
tic and therapeutic catheteri-
zation procedures in the pri-
vate medical sector.

Decision
In the second article of the 

decision, the Health Licensing 
Department is authorized to take 
the necessary measures to imple-
ment this decision, and follow 
up on fulfi lling the established 
requirements and controls.

The decision also indicated 
in its third article about the 
technical and administrative in-
spections of therapeutic institu-
tions in the private sector that 
are authorized to perform heart 
operations and diagnostic and 
therapeutic catheters, by in-
spection committees, provided 
that the decision shall be imple-
mented in accordance with its 
fourth article.

The minister also issued 
Resolution No. 19/2023 re-
garding the adoption of techni-
cal requirements for laboratory 
specifi cations in the private 
medical sector, provided that 
the decision is implemented as 
of its date.

In the same context, the 
minister issued Resolution No. 
24/2023 regarding the approval 
of the conditions and controls 
regulating the practice of psy-
chiatric profession in the pri-
vate medical sector, provided 
that the decision is also imple-
mented as of its date.

In addition, the three deci-
sions included an appendix 
of the requirements, controls 
or specifi cations required in 
the private medical sector in 
each of the areas for which 
the above-mentioned decisions 
were issued.

KUNA photo
The conclusion of the second Asian Debating Championship in Arabic language, with the participation of the 

Kuwait University team.

KU team participates in 2nd Asian Debating 
Championship in Arabic language in Oman
KUWAIT CITY, Feb 4, (KUNA): The delegation of 
the Kuwait University Debating Team concluded its 
participation in the second Asian Debating Champi-
onship in the Arabic language, which was held in the 
Sultanate of Oman recently.

The general supervisor and coach of the team, Dr. 
Nawal Al-Kandari, confi rmed in a press statement 
on Friday the keenness of Kuwait University, repre-
sented by the Deanship of Student Affairs, on youth 
student activities such as the debate tournament, 
which contributes to supporting freedom of opinion, 
constructive and enriching dialogue, and acceptance 
of other opinions.

Al-Kandari praised the performance of the par-
ticipating team, students Khaled Al-Qahtani from 
the College of Engineering and Petroleum, Raghad 

Al-Rubaian from the College of Law, Yasmine Al-
Azmi and Maram Al-Gharba from the College of 
Medicine.

She also praised the distinguished organization 
carried out by the Ministry of Heritage and Tourism 
and the Ministry of Culture, Sports and Youth in the 
Sultanate of Oman for this competition.

She praised the efforts of the Qatar Debate Center, 
the Oman Debate Center and the national team for 
what they presented in the tournament and through-
out the stay.

It is noteworthy that the students, members of the 
team, attended a number of training workshops at 
the Oman Convention and Exhibition Center on the 
fi rst day before the tournament.

Kuwait Credit Bank adds new services on ‘Sahel’

MoE gets green light to recruit non-Kuwaiti teachers
KUWAIT CITY, Feb 4: The 
Ministry of Education has ob-
tained approval from the Civil 
Service Commission to recruit 
non-Kuwaiti teachers for aca-
demic year 2023/2024, reports 
Al-Jarida daily.

On its social media accounts, 
the ministry announced that it 
has started receiving applications 
through its website.

In its announcement, the min-
istry said it needs non-Kuwaiti 
teachers with university qualifi ca-
tions for local contracting to work 
in general education schools. The 
vacant teaching positions are for 
male teachers specialized in Eng-
lish, French, Mathematics, Sci-
ence, Physics, Chemistry, Biolo-

gy, Geology, Philosophy, Arabic 
and  Computer. 

It added that the children of 
Kuwaiti women married to non-
Kuwaitis, graduates of the Col-
lege of Education and Basic 
Education, public and private 
universities in Kuwait should ap-
ply; while the decoration teaching 
position is only for children of 
Kuwaiti women married to non-
Kuwaitis. 

Meanwhile, the female teachers 
should be specialized in Arabic, 
English, Mathematics, Chemistry 
and Physics; in addition to those 
specialized in Computer, but this 
position is open only for the chil-
dren of Kuwaiti women married 
to non-Kuwaitis who graduated 

from universities in the country.
❑        ❑        ❑

New service on ‘Sahel’: Youssef 
Kazem, offi cial spokesperson 
of the unifi ed government ap-
plication for electronic services 
‘Sahel’, announced that Kuwait 
Credit Bank (KCB) added new 
services on the application, re-
ports Al-Seyassah daily.

In a press statement recently, 
Kazem disclosed the new KCB 
services on the platform include 
the application for purchase, real 
estate and women loans.  He be-
lieves these new services will fur-
ther ease procedures for citizens 
who are using the platform.

Power rivalry
Continued from Page 1

Still, weather experts said China’s 
claim that the balloon had gone off 
course was not unfeasible. China’s 
account of wind patterns known as 
the Westerlies carrying a balloon to 
the western United States was “abso-
lutely possible - not possible, likely,” 
said Dan Jaffe, a professor of atmo-
spheric chemistry at the University of 
Washington.

As for Blinken’s trip, Jean-Pierre 
said a diplomatic visit to China was not 
appropriate at such a time. She said that 
“the presence of this balloon in our air-
space ... is a clear violation of our sover-
eignty as well as international law and it 
is unacceptable this occurred.”

A State Department official said 
Blinken and Deputy Secretary of 
State Wendy Sherman had both pro-
tested to the top official at the Chinese 
Embassy on Wednesday, a day before 
the Pentagon announced the discov-
ery of the balloon.

Blinken’s long-anticipated meet-
ings with senior Chinese officials had 
been seen in both countries as a possi-
ble way to find some areas of common 
ground at a time of major disagree-
ments over Taiwan, human rights, 
China’s claims in the South China Sea, 
North Korea, Russia’s war in Ukraine, 
trade policy and climate change.

Although the trip, which was 
agreed to in November by Biden 
and Chinese President Xi Jinping at 
a summit in Indonesia, had not been 
formally announced, officials in both 
Beijing and Washington had spoken 
in recent days about Blinken’s immi-
nent arrival for meetings on Sunday 
and Monday.

China, which angrily denounces 
surveillance attempts by the U.S. and 
others over areas it considers to be 
its territory and once forced down an 
American spy plane and held its crew 
captive on Hainan Island, was rela-
tively conciliatory in its response to 
the U.S. complaints.

In a statement that approached an 
apology, the Chinese foreign min-
istry said the balloon was a civilian 
airship used mainly for meteorologi-
cal research. It said said the airship 
had limited “self-steering” capabili-
ties and had “deviated far from its 
planned course” because of winds. 

OFAC is also identifying two Is-
lamic Republic of Iran Navy (IRIN) 
vessels, the IRIS MAKRAN and the 
frigate IRIS DENA, as property in 
which the Government of Iran has an 
interest, it added.

“Iranian entities continue to pro-
duce UAVs for Iran’s IRGC and mili-
tary. More broadly, Iran is supplying 
UAVs for Russia’s combat opera-
tions to target critical infrastructure in 
Ukraine,” said Under Secretary of the 
Treasury for Terrorism and Financial 
Intelligence Brian E. Nelson.

“The United States will continue 
to aggressively target all elements of 
Iran’s UAV program,” Nelson noted.

Shamsabadi, Tangsiri, Nazeri, 
Asadi, Heidari Mousa, Salehnejad, 
Mohammadi, and Valagohar are 
being designated pursuant to E.O. 
13382 for acting or purporting to act 
for or on behalf of, directly or indi-
rectly, Paravar Pars.

Sat snaps
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Israel is suspected of launching a 
series of attacks on Iran, including an 
April 2021 assault on its underground 
Natanz nuclear facility that damaged 
its centrifuges. In 2020, Iran blamed 
Israel for a sophisticated attack that 
killed its top military nuclear scientist.

Israel has not commented on this 
drone attack. However, Israeli offi-
cials rarely acknowledge operations 
carried out by the country’s secret 
military units or the Mossad.

Meanwhile, the US Department 
of Treasury said Friday its Office of 
Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) is 
designating eight senior executives of 
Paravar Pars Company (Paravar Pars).

The Iran-based firm was previ-
ously sanctioned by the United States 
and European Union for manufactur-
ing Shahed-series unmanned aerial 
vehicles (UAVs) for Iran’s Islamic 
Revolutionary Guard Corps Aero-
space Force (IRGC ASF), according 
to a statement from the Dept.

Resignation an
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4. Request of several lawmakers 
for the State Audit Bureau (SAB) to 
submit a report on contracts for pav-
ing and maintaining roads signed 
by the Ministry of Public Works 
and Public Authority for Roads and 
Transportation (PART);

5. Request of several lawmakers 
for the Education, Culture and Guid-
ance Affairs Committee to submit a 
report on the cost of Kuwait’s par-
ticipation in EXPO 2020 in Dubai 
and investigate the remarkable in-
crease in such expenses;

6. Request of MP Hamad Al-
Matar for the Public Facilities Com-

mitte to investigate the factors lead-
ing to damaged roads and streets;

7. Request of MP Hamad Al-
Matar for the Education, Culture 
and Guidance Affairs Committee to 
submit a report on the deterioration 
of education and spread of cheating 
in exams;

8. Request of MP Alyaa Al-Kha-
lid for the government to submit its 
plan to address the expected power 
crisis this summer and estimated 
electricity that the country needs in 
the coming years;

9. Request of MP Saleh Ashour 
for the Assembly to present a rec-
ommendation to cancel the deci-
sions issued by ministers to dele-
gate, appoint or reshuffle employees 
– a violation of the relevant regula-
tions of the Civil Services Commis-
sion (CSC);

10. Request of MP Ahmed Lari 
for the Public Facilities Commit-
tee to discuss the bad conditions of 
roads and streets with the Ministry 
of Public Works;

11. Request of MP Abdulaziz Al-
Saqaabi to refer the bills on amend-
ing the budget regulations of insti-
tutions with independant budgets to 
meet the requirements of monitoring 
institutions to the Budgets and Final 
Accounts Committee; 

12) Request of the Public Funds 
Protection Committee chairman to 
extend the deadline for the panel 
to submit a report on Kuwait Army 
Fund until the beginning of the next 
parliamentary year;

13) Request of MP Hani Shams 
for the Education, Culture and Guid-
ance Affairs Committee to submit a 
report on the factors leading to the 
prevalence of cheating in exams and 
ways to solve the problem within 
three months.
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UAE - DFM +17.65 3,382.90
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Spain, Morocco renew ties with migration, business deals

The governments of Spain and Morocco 
signed deals Thursday on managing 
migration and boosting Spanish invest-
ment in Morocco, among 20 agreements 
reached at wide-ranging meetings 
aimed at turning the page on diplomatic 
tensions linked to the disputed Western 
Sahara.

Morocco is an ally to Western pow-
ers in fighting extremism and important 
in aiding EU migration policies, and 
Spanish Prime Minister Pedro Sánchez 
applauded what he described as a trust-

building step at the signing ceremony in 
Rabat.

The documents inked Thursday in-
cluded an 800-million-euro ($873-mil-
lion) package to encourage investment 
by Spanish firms in Morocco, two memo-
randums on migration and several deals 
for education and job training, among 
other agreements. Details were not im-
mediately released.

The meeting, which involved 11 Span-
ish ministers and 13 from the Moroccan 
government, also included a repeated 

commitment to eventually opening cus-
toms offices on the border crossings at 
Spain’s North African enclaves of Ceuta 
and Melilla, which Morocco doesn’t offi-
cially recognize as European territories. 
No date or timetable was given.

This would be a boost to the local 
economies on both sides of the border. 
Prior to the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
land crossings were porous to flows of 
contraband goods, and now the goal is 
for goods to move on trucks and with du-
ties duly paid. (AP)

Spanish Prime Minister Pedro 
Sanchez and Moroccan 
Prime Minister Aziz Akhan-
nouch oversee signing of 
agreements between Nasser 
Bourita, Morocco’s Minister of 
Foreign Affairs and Inter-
national Cooperation, and 
Jose Manuel Albares Well, 
Spanish Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, European Union and 
Cooperation, during the welfth 
session of the Moroccan-
Spanish high-level meeting, 
in Rabat, Morocco, on Feb. 2, 
2023. (AP)

European ban on imports of Russia’s crude oil takes effect Feb 5

G-7, Europe reach deal for price cap on Russian diesel
BRUSSELS, Feb 4, (AP): U.S. Trea-
sury Secretary Janet Yellen said Fri-
day that industrialized countries in 
the Group of Seven are imposing a 
price cap on refined Russian oil prod-
ucts such as diesel and kerosene, as 
part of a coalition that includes Aus-
tralia and a tentative agreement from 
the European Union.

The cap follows similar price lim-
its put on Russian oil exports, with 
the goal of reducing the financial re-
sources Russian President Vladimir 
Putin has to wage the nearly year-
long war in Ukraine.

“Today’s agreement builds on 
the price cap on Russian crude 
oil exports that we set in Decem-
ber and helps advance our goals 
of limiting Russia’s key revenue 
generator in funding its illegal 
war while promoting stable global 
energy markets,” Yellen said in a 
statement.

On Friday, EU governments tenta-
tively agreed to set a $100-per-barrel 
price cap on sales of Russian diesel 
to coincide with an EU embargo 

on the fuel. Diplomats representing 
the 27 EU governments set the cap 
on Russian diesel fuel, jet fuel and 
gasoline ahead of a ban taking ef-
fect Sunday. It aims to reduce Rus-
sia’s income while keeping its diesel 
flowing to non-Western countries to 
avoid a global shortage that would 
send prices and inflation higher. 

Details about the cap were provid-
ed by a G-7 statement and diplomats 
from three different EU member na-
tions, who agreed to discuss the cap 
on the condition of anonymity.

Agreed
The $100-per-barrel cap applies 

to Russian diesel and other fuels that 
sell for more than the crude oil used 
to make them. Officials agreed on a 
$45-per-barrel limit on Russian oil 
products that sell for less than the 
price of crude.

The deal follows a similar G-7 
agreement to limit the price of Rus-
sian crude oil to $60 a barrel. All 
the price ceilings are enforced by a 
requirement for the world’s largely 

Western-based shippers and insurers 
to abide by sanctions and handle oil 
products only priced at or below the 

limits.
Russia has said it will not sell to 

countries obeying the oil cap, but be-

cause its oil is selling for less than 
$60 per barrel, it has kept flowing 
to the global market. The price caps 
encourage non-Western customers 
that have not banned Russian oil to 
press for discounts, while outright 
evasion - though possible - carries 
additional costs such as organizing 
off-the-books tankers.

The ambassadors of the 27 EU 
nations put forward the decision, 
and national governments have until 
early Saturday to react with a writ-
ten objection. No changes to the deal 
were expected. 

Europe has been steadily reducing 
its diesel supplies from Russia from 
around half of all imports. Diesel is 
key for the economy because it is 
used to power cars, trucks carrying 
goods, farm equipment and factory 
machinery. Prices have spiked since 
Russia invaded Ukraine on rebound-
ing demand and limited refinery ca-
pacity in some places. 

If the price cap works as intended 
and Russian diesel keeps flowing, 
fuel prices should not skyrocket, 

analysts say. Europe could get alter-
nate supplies of diesel from the U.S., 
India and the Middle East, while 
Russia could seek new customers 
outside Europe. 

However, the impact of the cap 
will be unpredictable as shippers 
reroute flows of the fuel to new des-
tinations, and longer sea journeys 
could strain tanker capacity. 

Fossil fuel sales are a key pillar 
of Russia’s budget, but European 
governments previously hesitated to 
cut off their purchases because the 
economy was heavily dependent on 
Russian natural gas, oil and diesel. 
Since the start of the war in Ukraine, 
that has changed. 

Europe cut off Russian coal and 
later banned its crude oil on Dec. 
5. Meanwhile, Moscow has halted 
most supplies of natural gas to Eu-
rope, citing technical issues and a 
refusal by customers to pay in Rus-
sian currency. European officials say 
it is retaliation for sanctions and an 
attempt to undermine their support 
for Ukraine.

A fuel truck drives on a highway in Frankfurt, Germany, on Jan. 27, 2023. 
A European ban on imports of diesel fuel and other products made from 

crude oil in Russian refineries takes effect Feb. 5.  (AP)

Wall St rally hits wall of hot 
jobs and cold earnings data

Global shares trade mixed

NEW YORK, Feb 4, (AP): Wall Street’s 
big rally to start the year wilted on Friday 
after a surprisingly strong jobs report fu-
eled worries about inflation and higher in-
terest rates. 

The S&P 500 fell 1% for its first drop in four days, 
though it took an up-and-down route to get there. The 
bond market was more decisive in thinking the strong 
jobs data could push the Federal Reserve to stay firmer 
than expected on high interest rates, which hurt the 
economy and markets. 

The Dow Jones Industrial Average dropped 127 points, or 
0.4%, while the Nasdaq composite sank 1.6%. 

The market already looked like it was set to weaken com-
ing into the day, before the jolting jobs report dropped. Late 
Thursday, several Big Tech companies among Wall Street’s 
most infl uential reported weaker profi t for the latest quarter 
than analysts expected. 

That cast concerns over a rally that had brought the S&P 
500 back to its highest level since August, driven by hopes 
that cooling infl ation may get the Federal Reserve to take a 
pause soon on its hikes to interest rates and possibly even cut 
them by late this year.

Then came the jobs report, which showed employers cre-
ated a net 517,000 jobs last month. That was way above the 
185,000 that economists expected and a sharp acceleration 
from December’s 260,000 jobs. 

Strong jobs 
Normally, a strong jobs report is good for Wall Street 

because it means the economy is on firmer footing. But 
in this upside-down post-COVID world, it could also be 
a worrisome sign. The Fed is in the middle of trying to 
cool down the job market, in hopes of taking pressure 
off inflation.

The concern in the market is that the much stronger-than-
expected hiring could keep the Fed on the “higher-for-lon-
ger” path on interest rates that it’s been talking about, even 
if markets haven’t been believing it fully. 

Treasury yields zoomed higher immediately after the jobs 
report on forecasts for a fi rm Fed. The yield on the two-
year Treasury, which tends to track expectations for the Fed, 
jumped to 4.30% from 4.10% late Thursday. The 10-year 
yield, which helps sets rates for mortgages and other impor-
tant loans, rose to 3.53% from 3.40%. 

The reaction in the stock market was more hesitant. 
Stocks opened with sharp losses, erased them all and then 
fell back later. 

Some analysts said they were paying more attention to 
the data on wages in the jobs report than on overall hiring, 
which wasn’t as surprising. 

Europe
France’s CAC 40 lost 0.7% in early trading to 7,116.31, 

while Germany’s DAX dipped 0.9% to 15,362.64. Britain’s 
FTSE 100 added 0.2% to 7,832.20. 

Asia
Japan’s benchmark Nikkei 225 added 0.4% to fi nish 

at 27,509.46. Australia’s S&P/ASX 200 gained 0.6% to 
7,558.10. South Korea’s Kospi added 0.5% to 2,480.40. 
Hong Kong’s Hang Seng slipped 1.4% to 21,660.47, while 
the Shanghai Composite dropped 0.7% to 3,263.41. 

Oil
Benchmark U.S. crude oil for March delivery fell $2.49 

to $73.39 a barrel Friday. Brent crude for April delivery fell 
$2.23 to $79.94 a barrel.

Wholesale gasoline for March delivery fell 13 cents to 
$2.32 a gallon. March heating oil fell 12 cents $2.78 a gal-
lon. March natural gas fell 5 cents to $2.41 per 1,000 cubic 
feet.

Gold
Gold for April delivery fell $54.20 to $1,876.60 an ounce. 

Silver for March delivery fell $1.21 to $22.41 an ounce and 
March copper fell 3 cents to $4.06 a pound.

Currencies
The dollar rose to 131.07 Japanese yen from 128.65 yen. 

The euro fell to $1.0805 from $1.0908.

Other Voices

Kuwait’s budget for next
year at $15 billion deficit

By Kamel Al-Harami
Independent Oil Analyst

The full story of our budget for the 
next year starting from April is not 

quite right, because it is based on a crude 
oil price of $70 per 
barrel. With the 
current rate being 
$82, we will reach 
a breakeven level 
with no deficit at 
such a rate, unless 
the oil prices go 
down by $10 per 
barrel for the bal-
ance of the year, 
which seems very 
unlikely.

The budget is 
also based on a daily production rate of 
2.67 million barrels, at a rate of $70 per 
barrel, which will cost us a defi cit of $15 
billion, with expenses running at KD 26 
billion or $78 billion.

Kuwait’s Ministry of Finance always 
shocks us with defi cit fi gures for the sake 
of curbing overspending and reducing 
our government expenses. However, the 
opposite is happening and we end every 
year with a breakeven budget, but always 
exceeding our expenses, and so on.

At this rate of expenses and without 
any control in terms of the continued 
growth in spendings, oil prices should be 
between $120-$125 to balance our econ-
omy. Short of it, we would need to bor-

row or hit our sovereign wealth funds, 
which belong to the coming generations, 
certainly not the current ones.

The main element or 80 percent of our 
huge budget, which is the biggest so far 
in our history, is allocated for salaries 
and subsidies at 46 percent and 34 per-
cent respectively, equivalent to KD 15 
billion of the total budget for next year. 
On the other hand, expenses on capital 
projects went down by 15 percent, reach-
ing KD 2 billion.

 It is noticeable that our government has 
not yet started looking for means and ways 
to move away from oil and fi nd another 
source of income, like our neighboring 
countries. This is necessary for us to either 
deal with any future reductions in oil prices, 
or any future increase in oil prices, consid-
ering our open aptitude for more spending 
and increasing our budget on an annual ba-
sis as the case of our decent years.

The government must fi nd means and 
ways to reduce the defi cit of $ 15 billion 
simply by increasing the local gasoline 
prices and or introducing Value Added Tax 
(VAT) like our surrounding countries. For 
this, it needs good will and fi rm standing. 
Until such a time, we will keep our fi ngers 
crossed for the oil prices to remain fi rm at 
today’s level; otherwise, we will end up 
either going out of our way to borrow or 
making the forbidden move of using our 
sovereign wealth fund.

❑   ❑   ❑

Email: naftikuwaiti@yahoo.com

Al-Harami

Iraqis protest as currency crisis continues
BAGHDAD, Feb 4, (AP): Iraqi protesters 
rallied Friday in Baghdad, demanding the 
government take action to stop the economic 
crisis and the slide of the national currency 
after the Iraqi dinar plunged further.

Measures taken by the United States in 
recent months to stamp out money launder-
ing and the channeling of dollars to Iran 
and Syria from Iraq have severely restricted 
Iraq’s access to hard currency. 

The Iraqi dinar slipped to around 1,750 to 
the dollar at street exchanges in some parts of 
the country on Thursday, compared to the offi -
cial rate of 1,460 dinars for $1. On Friday, most 

exchange stores in Baghdad were closed, while 
in the northern city of Irbil, the dollar was trad-
ing at around 1,710 Iraqi dinars.

A small crowd of about 150 gathered in cen-
tral Baghdad on Friday, chanting against Prime 
Mohammed Shia al-Sudani and carrying slo-
gans. “The rise of the dollar means death to the 
poor and children,” said one banner. 

Another read: “Today we will see which 
of the MPs are with the demands of the peo-
ple and which are against them.” Some pro-
testers raised pictures of demonstrators who 
were killed during mass anti-government 
protests that began in late 2019.
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Islamic fashion is rapidly growing

The Conversation is an independent and nonprofit source of news, anal-
ysis and commentary from academic experts.

❑     ❑     ❑

Nike, the well-known U.S. sportswear company, recently introduced a sports 
hijab. The reaction to this has been mixed: There are those who are ap-

plauding Nike for its inclusiveness of Muslim women who want to cover their 
hair, and there are those who accuse it of abetting women’s subjugation. 

Nike, in fact, is not the fi rst corporate brand to champion the hijab. I am the 
author of “Brand Islam,” and I have seen how it is commonly assumed, particu-
larly in the West, that Muslim women are indifferent to fashion.

Nothing could be further from the truth: My research shows that Islamic 
fashion is a rapidly growing industry. 

The use of an offi cial sports hijab in competition dates back to July 2012 
when the International Football Association Board (IFAB), custodians of the 
rules of soccer, overturned a 2007 ban which had argued that the hijab was 
“unsafe” for sports persons as it could “increase” the risk of neck injuries. 

While overturning the ban, the IFAB noted that there was nothing in “the medi-
cal literature concerning injuries as a result of wearing a headscarf.” The sports 
hijab is secured in place with magnets. If it does get pulled off, another cap re-
mains underneath, to cover the sports person’s hair without causing any injuries.

In 2012, Muslim athletes wearing the hijab received considerable media at-
tention. Wearing the hijab set them apart from other Olympic athletes. Since 
then, several lesser-known, sports hijab companies - much before Nike’s pro 
hijab - have come to be in this business.

The marketing of Islamic fashionable clothing, however, is older than the 
sports hijab. 

In my research, I found that it started in the 1980s when ethnic grocery deal-

ers in Western Europe and the United States began importing modest fashion 
clothing along with other items for the Muslim population. That proved to be a 
successful business. 

Prior to that, most Muslim women would put together their own styles.
These small endeavors ultimately morphed into a competitive and lucrative 

Muslim fashion industry. Islamic fashion in general is understood as women 
wearing modest clothing with long sleeves, descending to the ankle and having 
a high neckline. The outfi ts are nonhugging, with some form of head covering 
that could be draped in a variety of styles. Women who prefer to wear pants 
combine them with a long sleeved top that covers the buttocks and has a high 
neckline, along with a head covering. 

Over time, national and international designers came to be involved in the 
sale of chic Islamic fashions. Today, Muslim fashion is a lucrative global indus-
try with countries such as Indonesia, Malaysia and Turkey leading the way out-
side the Western countries. In 2010 the Turkish newspaper Milliyet estimated 
the global Islamic clothing market to be worth around US$2.9 billion. 

The Global Islamic Economy report for 2014-2015 indicated Muslim con-
sumer spending on clothing and footwear had increased to $266 billion in 2013. 
This represents a growth of 11.9 percent of the global spending in a period of 
three years. The report predicted this market to reach $488 billion by 2019. 

This growth has had its share of controversies: Many designers use the term 
“Islamic” for their clothing. Religious conservatives and Muslim scholars 
have raised questions about what types of apparel  would fi t that category and 
whether defi ning clothing as “Islamic” was even permitted or lawful by Islamic 
principles - a concept known as “halal.” 

In particular, critics have objected to the fashion catwalk presentations, 
which actually draw the gaze and attention of spectators to the bodies of mod-
els, while the purpose of a hijab is to distract  and move the gaze away from the 

body. In Iran, for example, Islamic fashion is viewed by the ulama (religious 
scholars) as another Western infl uence and referred to as “Western Hijab.” 

Nonetheless, the Islamic fashion industry has managed to initiate marketing 
campaigns that capitalize on the very core of Islamic precepts: Sharia, or the 
Islamic religious law. A Malaysian apparel company, Kivitz, for example, uses 
the phrase “Syar’i and Stylish.” In Malay, Syar’i is the same as Sharia.

In establishing a nominally Islamic brand, marketers make every effort to 
align their products with the core value of Islam. So, even when following the 
trendy fashionable seasonal colors and materials, clothing styles would include 
some sort of head covering.

The question still remains: What led to such a rapid growth over a span of 
just three years?  

My research has demonstrated that Muslims are more brand-aware than the 
general population. However, in the past they were largely ignored by the fash-
ion industry, perhaps, due to misconceptions that being a Muslim restricted 
people’s lifestyle.  

And now, with a growing Muslim population, there is an increased demand 
for modest but also fashionable clothing for the youth, who have signifi cant 
spending power. At the same time, traditional elite and wealthy Middle Eastern 
consumers who used to shop for fashionable clothing from European nations 
now prefer to shop from homegrown Muslim fashion designers. 

Indeed, the halal logo on food and other products in addition to modesty 
in clothing has proved to be an effective strategy in creating a global Islamic 
identity. 

As I have seen in my research, consumerism is changing what is means to be 
modern and Muslim today. As Vali Nasr, a Middle Eastern scholar, explains, 

“The great battle for the soul of the Muslim world will be fought not over 
religion but over market capitalism.” (AP)

Hijab’s incredible transition into fashion industry
By Faegheh Shirazi

The University of Texas at Austin

‘Brazen stock manipulation’

~65% lower liquid Helium

Who is Hindenburg, firm 
targeting Adani of fraud?

Bruker successfully installs first 2
compact 1.0 GHz NMR systems
FÄLLANDEN, Feb 3, (BUSINESS 
WIRE): Bruker announced successful 
customer installations of two novel, 
compact 1.0 GHz NMR spectrometers 
for advanced structural and molecu-
lar biology applications well ahead 
of original schedules in late 2022. 
Both new  NMR systems operate at 
4.2 Kelvin without subcooling below 
liquid Helium temperatures, and as a 
result have ~65% lower liquid Helium 
consumption than previous 1.0 GHz 2 
Kelvin, two-story magnets. These new 
1.0 GHz NMR magnets also have sig-
nificantly reduced footprint, weight, 
and ceiling height requirements and 
fit into most single-story laborato-
ries. The compact systems are easier 
to manufacture, site and install, thus 
allowing acceptance in shorter time-
frames.

Both compact ultra-high field NMR 
systems are generating excellent scien-
tific data for functional  structural and 
molecular biology, as well as for phe-
nomics clinical research. This allows 
scientists to dive deeper into the struc-
tural details, binding and dynamics of 
protein structures and complexes for 
fundamental cell biology and pathobi-
ology research. The RIKEN Center for 
Biosystems Dynamics Research in Yo-
kohama, Japan was the first to receive 
the Ascend Evo 1.0 GHz NMR system, 
which was successfully installed and 
accepted in less than two months. The 
RIKEN team under Dr. Ichio Shimada 
will use GHz NMR to study dynamic 
structures of biomolecules in solution 
and to investigate the relationships be-
tween dynamic structures and biologi-
cal function or pathobiology.

NEW YORK, Feb 4, (AP): Hindenburg 
Research, the fi nancial research fi rm 
with an explosive name and a track re-
cord of sending the stock prices of its 
targets tumbling, is taking on one of the 
world’s richest men. 

Hindenburg is back in the headlines 
after last week accusing Indian con-
glomerate Adani Group of “a brazen 
stock manipulation and accounting 
fraud scheme.” It cited two years of 
research, including talks with former 
Adani senior executives and reviews of 
thousands of documents.

The Adani Group has blasted the ac-
cusations, calling them “a malicious 
combination of selective misinforma-
tion and stale, baseless and discredited 
allegations that have been tested and re-
jected by India’s highest courts.”

Nevertheless, Hindenburg’s scorch-
ing allegations have caused the fortune 
of Adani Group’s founder, Gautam Ad-
ani, to slide by nearly $47 billion in just 
over a week, according to the Bloom-
berg Billionaires index. Here’s a look at 
the fi rm behind all the movement: 

What is it? 
Hindenburg says it specializes in “fo-

rensic fi nancial research.” In layman’s 
terms, it looks for corruption or fraud in 
the business world, such as accounting 
irregularities and bad actors in manage-
ment. 

Hindenburg has even come to be 
known as Ponzi hunters in some circles, 
according to the Washington Post, 
which detailed how it helped bring 
down an alleged $500 million scheme 
that targeted Mormons.

Where did its name come from?
The fi rm says it sees the Hindenburg, 

the airship that famously caught fi re in 
the 1930s to the cry of “Oh, the human-
ity,” as the “epitome of a totally man-
made, totally avoidable disaster.” It says 
it looks for similar disasters in fi nancial 
markets “before they lure in more un-
suspecting victims.” 

Who else has Hindenburg gone af-
ter?

It’s perhaps most famous for a 2020 
report on Nikola, a company in the 
electric-vehicle industry whose found-
er Hindenburg said made misleading 
claims to ink partnerships with top auto 

companies hungry to catch up to Tesla. 
Among its allegations, Hindenburg 

accused Nikola of staging a video to 
calm skepticism about its truck, one that 
showed the vehicle cruising on a road. 
Hindenburg said the video was actually 
just showing the truck rolling down a 
hill after getting towed to the top. 

What Has Come Of Such Accusa-
tions? 

For Nikola, quick scrutiny from the 
government and investors. 

The company and its founder, Trevor 
Milton, received grand jury subpoenas 
from the U.S Attorney’s offi ce for the 
Southern District of New York and the 
N.Y. County District Attorney’s Offi ce 
shortly after Hindenburg released its 
report. 

The Securities and Exchange Com-
mission also soon issued subpoenas to 
Nikola’s directors.

Milton was convicted this past Oc-
tober of charges he deceived investors 
with exaggerated claims about his com-
pany’s progress in producing zero-emis-
sion 18-wheel trucks fueled by electric-
ity or hydrogen. 

And Nikola in late 2021 agreed to 
pay $125 million to settle SEC charges 
that it defrauded investors by misleading 
them about its products, technical ad-
vancements, and commercial prospects.

What does Hindenburg get out of 
this? 

It can make money. In its Adani re-
port, it said that it had taken a “short 
position in Adani Group Companies” 
through bonds that trade in the U.S. and 
other investments that trade outside In-
dia. 

It has made similar “short” bets 
against other companies it published 
unfl attering reports on. A “short” trade 
is a way for someone to make money if 
an investment’s price falls. Afterward, if 
the price of a company’s stock or bonds 
falls because of the negative attention 
from the report, Hindenburg can profi t. 

Such short sellers have been criti-
cized for unfairly pushing down prices 
of stocks with potentially unfounded al-
legations. But proponents also call them 
a healthy part of a stock market, keep-
ing stock prices in check and preventing 
them from running too high.

Indian tycoon Adani hit by
more losses, calls for probe

Share offering meant to raise $2.5 bln cancelled

NEW DELHI, Feb 4, (AP): 
Shares in troubled Adani 
Enterprises gyrated Friday, 
tumbling 30% and then re-
bounding after more than 
a week of heavy losses that 
have cost it tens of billions of 
dollars in market value.

The company, the flagship of In-
dia’s second-largest conglomerate, 
canceled a share offering meant to 
raise $2.5 billion earlier this week 
after U.S. short-selling firm Hin-
denburg Research issued a report 
accusing it of market manipula-
tion and other fraudulent practices. 
Adani denies the allegations.

Opposition lawmakers blocked Par-
liament proceedings for a second day 
Friday, chanting slogans and demand-
ing a probe into the business dealings 
of coal tycoon Gautam Adani, who 
is said to enjoy close ties with Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi. 

“We have no connections with the 
Adani controversy, Parliamentary Af-
fairs Minister Pralhad Joshi told re-
porters outside Parliament on Friday.

In an interview with CNN News 18, 
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman 
brushed off concerns that the losses 
would spook global investors and said 
India’s fi nancial market was “very 
well regulated.”

“As a result, the investors’ confi -
dence which existed before shall con-
tinue even now,” she said, adding that 
the controversy wasn’t “indicative of 
how well Indian fi nancial markets are 
governed.”

Defended
At least one prominent interna-

tional investor, French oil giant To-
talEnergies, defended its investments 
in Adani. TotalEnergies said Friday 
it has limited exposure to the current 
problems and has not re-evaluated its 
stakes in Adani businesses.

The French company said it had car-
ried out due diligence when it making 
$3.1 billion in investments in Adani, 
and that the entities TotalEnergies in-
vested in “are managed in accordance 
with applicable regulations.”

Amit Malviya, the governing 
Bharatiya Janata Party’s information 
and technology chief, said in a televi-
sion interview that the opposition was 
using Adani’s crisis to target the Modi 
government over a private company’s 
shares and their market movements. 
“Regulators are looking into” what 
happened, he said.

The market watchdog, the Securi-
ties and Exchange Board of India, has 
not commented. The Economic Times 
newspaper reported, citing unnamed 
SEBI sources, that it had asked stock 
exchanges to check for any unusual 
activity in Adani stocks.

Shares in Adani Enterprises fell as 
much as 30%, to 1,017 rupees ($12), on 
Friday. At the end of trading, the price 
had recovered to 1,531 rupees ($18.70) 
but was still down by 2%. The com-
pany’s share price has plunged more 

than 50% since Hindenburg released 
its report last week, when it stood at 
3,436 rupees ($41). Stock in six other 
Adani-listed companies was down 5% 
to 10% on Friday.

So far there has been no indica-
tion that the company’s woes might 
threaten the wider financial sector 
in India. Its equities market is large 
enough to sustain the fallout at this 
moment, said Brian Freitas, a New 
Zealand-based analyst with Peri-
scope Analytics who has researched 
the Adani Group. 

“Adani stock forms a small part of 
the equities market and investor con-
cerns right now are restricted to the 
company, not the whole system or 
market itself,” Freitas said. India’s 
Nifty and Sensex indexes were both 
higher on Friday. 

It could take time for problems to 
surface, Shilan Shah of Capital Eco-
nomics said in a report. “From the 
macro perspective there are few signs 
of contagion,” he said. “But it is too 
early to sound the all clear.”

The S&P Dow Jones indices said 
Thursday it would remove Adani En-
terprises from its sustainability indices 
beginning Tuesday, following a “me-
dia and stakeholder analysis triggered 
by allegations of stock manipulation 
and accounting fraud.” 

That might dent the Adani 
Group’s sustainability credentials 
and could affect investor sentiment, 
Freitas said. 

Credit rating agency Fitch said there 
was no immediate impact on credit rat-
ings for the Adani companies. 

Gautam Adani, who made a vast 
fortune mining coal and trading before 
expanding into construction, power 
generation, manufacturing and media, 

was Asia’s richest man and the world’s 
third wealthiest before the troubles be-
gan with Hindenburg’s report. 

By Friday, his net worth had halved 
to $61 billion, according to Bloom-
berg’s Billionaire Index, where he 
dropped to the 21st spot worldwide. 

He has said little publicly since the 
troubles began, though in a video ad-
dress after Adani Enterprises canceled 
its already fully subscribed share of-
fering he promised to repay investors. 
The company has said it is reviewing 
its fundraising plans. 

Hindenburg’s report said it was 
betting against seven publicly listed 
Adani companies, judging them to 
have an “85% downside, purely on a 
fundamental basis owing to sky-high 
valuations.” Other issues in the report 
included concerns over debt, alleged 
use of offshore shell companies to 
artifi cially raise share prices and past 
investigations into fraud. 

Expansion
Adani’s speedy, debt-led expansion 

in recent years caused his net worth 
to shoot up nearly 2,000%. Even be-
fore last week, critics said his ascent 
was aided by his apparent close ties to 
Modi and his government. Analysts 
say he has been successful at aligning 
his priorities with those of the govern-
ment by investing in key sectors, but 
point out that he also has major in-
frastructure projects in states that are 
ruled by opposition parties. 

“The question now turns to the fu-
ture of the Adani Group and how they 
will grow,” said Aveek Mitra, founder 
of Avekset Financial Advisory. 

As a company heavily involved 
in infrastructure -- from airports and 
ports to highways -- it needs fi nanc-
ing to grow in order to service its debt, 

which stands at $30 billion, out of 
which $9 billion is from Indian banks. 

Adani may be able to sell some as-
sets and continue its expansion, but at 
a much slower pace than earlier, Mitra 
said. 

“Banks, fi nancial institutions and 
investors will think fi ve times before 
investing now,” he added. 

Indian billionaire Gautam Adani 
grinned as he posed this week for 
photos with Israeli leader Benjamin 
Netanyahu after acquiring one of the 
country’s main ports, in Haifa.

“I promise you that in the years to 
come, we will transform the skyline 
we see around us,” said Adani, his 
manner upbeat even as his business 
empire was losing billions. Investors 
have been dumping Adani shares for 
more than a week after U.S. short-
selling fi rm Hindenburg Research put 
out a report alleging his businesses 
have engaged in fraud and stock price 
manipulation. The Adani group has 
denied this.

Before the debacle, Adani, 60, 
was Asia’s richest man and the third 
wealthiest in the world, according to 
Bloomberg’s Billionaires Index. Not 
anymore.

The massive losses are a rare set-
back for the coal mining tycoon from 
western India’s Gujarat state and raise 
questions about what lies ahead.

Expansion has been at the heart of 
Adani’s success story. The son of a 
middle-class family in the Gujarat cap-
ital, Ahmedabad, he quit college to be-
come a diamond trader in the country’s 
fi nancial capital, Mumbai. He returned 
home to join his brother in importing 
plastics before establishing Adani En-
terprises in the 1980s, trading in every-
thing from shoes to buckets.

A man walks past an Adani electric vehicle charging station in Ahmedabad, India, Feb. 2, 2023. Shares in Adani 
Enterprises tumbled 26% Thursday, while stock in six other Adani companies fell 5%-10%. Adani slid from being 
the world’s third richest man to the 13th as his fortune sank to $72 billion, according to Bloomberg’s Billionaire 

Index. (AP)

ReFi crypto currency Xrp Classic develops eco-friendly blockchain tech

Created as a carbon-free, eco-friendly re-
generative finance (ReFi) blockchain, Xrp 
Classic has completed its Fair Launch in De-
cember 2022. It has received confirmation 
from SolidProof on credibility and contract 
software authenticity. The ReFi crypto cur-
rency is listed on Coinmarketcap, with the ul-
timate goal of integrating its ReFi blockchain 
into all sectors to contribute to a decarbon-
ized world.

ReFi is a new economic approach to cre-
ate positive changes for the world as well 
as financial returns with the help of block-

chain technology. “In investments to save 
our planet from the destruction of climate 
change, blockchain technology will start 
a new era with sustainable and transpar-
ent solutions. We are proud to pioneer this 
change” said Evan James Developer at 
Xrp Classic.

Combining both positive and negative ex-
ternalities while protecting users, ReFi em-
bodies a stable and regenerative approach 
to navigating the financial system which aims 
to democratize access to financial services. 
Xrp Classic positions itself as a solution that 

will flourish as cryptocurrency exchanges 
mature, by representing best practice in the 
ReFi sector. 

“We are currently developing our own 
ReFi blockchain to offer high-speed, eco-
friendly transactions combined with mini-
mum trading fees. The impact of ReFi is 
getting bigger, and today we see that even 
banks, which are the actors of the tradi-
tional finance ecosystem, are taking steps 
towards ReFi. Looking at the indicators, 
ReFi is likely to become a trillion dollar 
economy” he added. (AP)

ReFi crypto 
currency Xrp 

Classic devel-
ops eco-friend-

ly blockchain 
technology. 

(Graphic: Busi-
ness Wire)
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Increase of 47% compared to year 2021; EPS up 46% to 19 fi ls

Gulf Bank records KD 62 mln net profit in 2022
KUWAIT CITY, Feb 4: Gulf Bank K.S.C.P. 
(“Bank”) announced its fi nancial results for 
the year ended 2022. The Bank reported a 
net profi t of KD 61.8 million, an increase of 
47% compared to the year 2021. 

Earnings per share were up 46% to 19 fi ls and the 
Board of Directors is recommending a distribution of 
a cash dividend of 10fi ls per share, representing a 51% 
cash payout ratio, in addition to 5% bonus shares, for 
shareholders’ approval at the Annual General Meeting 
to be held in March 2023.

Gulf Bank recorded an operating income of KD 
181.1 million for the year 2022, an increase of 6% 
compared to the year 2021.

The increase in the net profi t was mainly driven 
by KD 9.9 million or a 7% increase in net interest 
income, a 3% or KD 1.1 million improvement in 
non-interest income, and a decline of 37% or KD 
17.6 million in total provisions and impairments.

As for asset quality, the non-performing loans 
(NPL) ratio stood at 1.1% as of 31 December 2022, 
compared to the prior year level of 0.9%. Addition-
ally, the Bank continues to have signifi cant non-
performing loans coverage ratio of 504% including 
total provisions and collaterals. 

Total credit provisions ended 2022 at KD 313 
million whereas IFRS 9 accounting requirements 
(i.e., ECL or expected credit losses) were KD 190 
million. So, the Bank has very healthy excess provi-
sioning level of KD 124 million, above and beyond 
what is required by the IFRS9 accounting require-
ments. 

Compared to 2021, total assets increased by 5% 
to KD 6.9 billion, loans and advances to customers 
climbed by 7% to KD 4.9 billion, and shareholders’ 
equity increased by 8% to reach KD 720 million.In 
addition, Customer deposits reached KD 4.2 billion 
for the year ended 2022.

Looking at the Bank’s regulatory capital ratios as 
of 31 December 2022, Tier 1 ratio was14.2%, that is 
3.7% above the regulatory minimum of 10.5% and 
the Capital Adequacy Ratio (CAR) was16.4%, that 
is3.9% above the regulatory minimum of 12.5%.

Strategic Momentum 
Commenting on the results, Mr. Jassim Mustafa 

Boodai, Gulf Bank’s Chairman said: “Our results of 
2022 demonstrate excellent strategic progress with 
Gulf Bank delivering strong net profi t, sustained by 
the growth momentum in our core businesses. We 
made tremendous strides towards our key strategic 
priorities centered around digital transformation 
initiatives to improve the customer experience, ac-
celerate development and further drive operational 
effi ciencies.” 

Strong Performance
Within this uncertain environment, Gulf Bank 

remained resilient, refl ecting its strength, stability, 
and its support towards stakeholders. Mr. Boodai 
added: “Building on the positive momentum gen-

erated throughout 2022, I am pleased to announce 
that Gulf Bank has delivered a strong fi nancial per-
formance, with an increase of 47% in net profi t for 
the year end 2022 compared to last year. Our asset 
quality profi le and balance sheet fundamentals posi-
tion us very well to achieve our strategic aspirations. 

We enjoy a strong fi nancial position that enables 
us to deliver sustainable returns for our shareholders 
while supporting the future growth of the Bank.”

Viability Upgrade
Gulf Bank continues to be well recognized in 

terms of its creditworthiness and fi nancial strength 
internationally. During the year 2022, Fitch Ratings 
has upgraded Gulf Bank’s Viability Rating to ‘bbb-’ 
from ‘bb+’ and affi rmed the bank’s Long-Term Is-
suer Default Rating at ‘A’ with a Stable Outlook. 

In addition to Fitch Ratings’ Viability Rating up-
grade and affi rmation of Gulf Bank’s Long-Term Is-
suer Default Rating at ‘A’ with a ‘Stable’ Outlook, 
the Bank has a Long-term Foreign Currency Rating 
of ‘A+’ with a ‘Stable’ Outlook by Capital Intelli-
gence Ratings and a Long-Term Deposits rating of 
‘A3’ with a ‘Stable’ Outlook by Moody’s Investor 
Services.

Sustainability
Sustainability is an important and integral part of 

Gulf Bank’s strategy. Mr. Boodai commented: “We 

believe that integrating sustainability and ESG consid-
erations into our practices and activities will enable us 
to further strengthen our customer experience, offering 
sustainable products and services for the market, and 
positioning us as a key leader of sustainability initia-
tives amongst local and regional fi nancial institutions. 
We remain committed towards our stakeholders, com-
munity, and the overall Kuwaiti economy.”

Recognition 
As a testament for its endeavors to be the leading 

Kuwaiti Bank of the Future, Gulf Bank was recog-
nized by several prestigious organizations. During 
2022, Gulf was awarded with “Most Rewarding 
Prepaid Card” for its Mastercard MOUJ Cashback 
Prepaid Card. Moreover, Gulf Bank was awarded 
for the best launch experience in the Middle East 
and North Africa for the launch of the integrated 
and innovative “Click to Pay” service. Both awards 
acknowledge Gulf Bank’s leadership in providing 
innovative services and solutions to its customers. 

Appreciation
Mr. Boodai concluded his remarks by stating: 

“On behalf of the Board of Directors, I would like 
to thank our shareholders for their ongoing trust, 
and our employees for their commitment and dedi-
cation. I would also like to thank the Central Bank 
of Kuwait for their continuous support. Last but not 

Jassim Mustafa Boodai: 
●  results of 2022 demonstrate excel-

lent strategic progress with Gulf Bank de-
livering strong net profi t, sustained by the 
growth momentum in our core businesses.

●  Gulf Bank enjoys a strong fi nancial 
position that enables us to deliver sustain-
able returns for our shareholders while 
supporting the future growth of the Bank. 

●  We continued to make signifi cant 
headway and progress towards our 2025 
strategy, focusing on providing our cus-
tomers with simple and innovative ser-
vices.

least, I want to thank our customers for their loyalty, 
and reiterate our commitment to offering them the 
best banking experiences.”

Key positive indicators: 
● 2022 net profi t of KD 61.8 million, an increase 

of 47% over the year 2021. 
● 2022 earnings per share were up 46% to reach 

19 fi ls.
● 10fi ls Proposed Cash Dividends and 5% Bonus 

Shares.
● Loans and advances to customers climbed by 

7% to reach KD 4.9 billion.
● Non-performing loan ratio for the year end 

2022 was 1.1%, with a strong non-performance 
loan coverage ratio of 504%.

● Capital ratios as of 31 December 2022, Tier 
1 ratio was 14.2% and Capital Adequacy Ratio 
(CAR) was 16.4%.

About Gulf Bank
Gulf Bank is one of the leading conventional 

banks in Kuwait with total assets over KD 6 billion 
for the year ending 31 December 2021. The Bank 
provides a broad offering of consumer banking, 
wholesale banking, treasury, and fi nancial services 
through its large network of more than 50 branches 
and over 300 ATMs across Kuwait. 

The Bank was founded in 1960 and has been list-
ed on the Kuwait Stock Exchange (Boursa Kuwait) 
since 1984. 

The Bank is currently rated ‘A’ by three major 
credit rating agencies:

Jassim Mustafa Boodai, Gulf Bank’s Chairman
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Amazon beats Q4 revenue estimates, but profi ts slump

Amazon on Thursday reported worse-
than-expected profi ts, but its revenue beat 
expectations boosted by sales in its cloud-
computing unit AWS, which is also seeing 
a slow-down in growth. 

Amazon said it made $300 million in prof-
its, or 3 cents per share, falling below the 
$2.03 billion analysts surveyed by FactSet 
had been expecting. The company said its 
profi ts were dented by a $2.3 billion write-
down of the value of its stock investment in 
electric vehicle start-up Rivian Automotive.  
Amazon’s fourth quarter profi ts represent a 

signifi cant drop from the $14.3 billion it post-
ed during the same period in 2021, when the 
company had a nearly $12 billion gain from 
its investment in Rivian Automotive. 

Shares in Amazon.com Inc. fell 4% in af-
ter-hours trading. At the same time, Amazon 
said its overall revenue rose 9% to $149.2 
billion, higher than the $145.7 billion analysts 
were expecting. It said it expects revenue of 
between $121 billion and $126 billion during 
the current quarter. Analysts surveyed by 
FactSet had been expecting $125 billion. 

The earnings report closes a rough 2022 

for Amazon. The company lost nearly half 
of its value last year amid a broader sell-
off of tech shares tied to rising infl ation, in-
terest rates and concerns about the wider 
economy. On Thursday, it posted a loss of 
$2.7 billion for the full-year. 

“While some of this is down to the com-
pany’s investment in Rivian, which is put-
ting signifi cant pressure on the bottom line, 
it is also clear that a material slowdown 
across many parts of the business is caus-
ing considerable pain,” said Neil Saunders, 
managing director of GlobalData. (AP)

The Amazon 
DTW1 fulfi ll-
ment center 
is shown in 

Romulus, 
Mich., April 1, 

2020. Amazon 
reported its 

fi nancial earn-
ings on Feb. 2, 

2023. (AP)

10 Kuwait-based tech startups meet global innovators and investors

Zain Great Idea’s journey reaches second destination at LEAP in Riyadh
KUWAIT CITY, Feb 4: Zain, Kuwait’s 
leading digital service provider, an-
nounced ten Kuwait-based tech start-
ups that have been selected to join its 
upcoming visit to the LEAP Tech Con-
ference in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. This is 
the second destination of the Regional 
Accelerator Program (part of the 7th 
Zain Great Idea tech startup accelera-
tor program), which aims to give local 
startups invaluable experiences at one 
of the world’s top tech, innovation, and 
entrepreneurship events.  

The 10 Kuwait-based startups are 
Octopus AI: an AI-based digital CRM 
platform, Baims: a digital e-learning 
platform, BNCHR+: a car service and 
roadside assistance app, Bookr: a cloud-
based software and POS platform for 
the beauty industry, Ghaseel: an app for 
on-demand car wash and vehicle care 
services, Li3ib: a platform for booking 
sports venues, Looksie: an online social 
marketplace for everything handmade, 
RUBA: a one-stop shop for all educa-
tional fi nancing needs, RZQ: a platform 
for on-demand deliveries, and Spedia: a 
digital e-learning platform.

The founders of these startups will 
take part in ZGI 7’s second Regional 
Accelerator Program, which will run for 
four days in Riyadh during the second 
edition of LEAP, the global tech confer-
ence that is set to gather over 100,000 
tech innovators and leading experts 
from around the world to discover new 
ideas, build new partnerships, and con-
nect with inspiring mentors and inves-
tors to build a positive future.

Zain saw the need and ambition of 
Kuwait-based startups to expand into the 
MENA region, and it has selected this 
global event for its program’s second 
destination due to the Saudi market being 
one of the biggest and most vital of the 
region’s markets. Saudi Arabia also pre-
sents a unique quality, sharing close geo-
graphical proximity, culture, demograph-
ics, and target audience with Kuwait. This 
brings a great opportunity for ZGI par-
ticipants to learn from the vast number of 
workshops, conferences, and shared expe-
riences in LEAP, paving the way for them 
to prepare their regional expansion plans, 
starting with the Saudi market. 

Last year, Zain held Super Saturday, an 
event where ZGI participants presented 
their startups and outlined their strategic 
roadmaps to the judges panel that con-
sisted of innovation and entrepreneurship 
experts, representatives of venture capital 
fi rms, investors, and startup accelerators. 
The panel carefully evaluated all entries 
and selected 30 startups to take part in the 
Regional Accelerator Program. Ten start-
ups joined the fi rst destination in Dubai, 
and now ten more startups are set to join 
the second destination in Riyadh. 

The 10 startups: 
Octopus AI 
Octopus AI is a smart digital platform 

that gathers customer chats from social 
media and WhatsApp into one place. As 
a leading social media CRM software, it 
helps brands create customers for life, 
and helps businesses track their custom-
ers using its AI-powered platform while 
offering them advanced self-service 
tools like bots, virtual ITRs, navigators, 
and so much more. 

Baims 
Baims is an online platform that offers 

recorded courses tailored for university 
students in Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Bah-
rain, Jordan, and Turkey. Baims digi-
tizes the offl ine tutoring experience by 
allowing students to learn at their own 

pace with video lectures, notes, live ses-
sions, and quizzes that can be accessed 
on the web and a mobile app. 

BNCHR+
BNCHR+ provides a wide range 

of fast and effi cient car services at the 
customer’s location. Whenever in need, 
customers can quickly request roadside 
assistance with a few clicks and track 
the service provider in real time.

Bookr 
Bookr offers a full suite of cloud-

based software and POS tools for 
appointment-based SMEs specializing 
in the beauty industry. The platform 
offers a hassle-free process to book ap-
pointments at the customer’s fi ngertips. 
Bookr processes hundreds of bookings 
every month, with offi ces in Kuwait, 
Bahrain and Saudi Arabia, and aims to 
expand to the rest of the MENA region. 

Ghaseel
Ghaseel allows users to easily order 

on-demand car wash requests at their 
preferred time and location. It is the fi rst 
app for car wash services in Kuwait and 
has expanded to Saudi Arabia to serve 
its wide customer base in more places. 
With Ghaseel, users can order a car 
wash, tire replacement, glass tint, and 
so much more at home, work or any 
preferred location from one of the app’s 
certifi ed service providers. 

Li3ib
Li3ib is a simple way to book the sport 

that you want to play, whether football, 
padel, tennis, or biking. Discover new 
venues to play at or book your favorite 
fi eld without the hassle of calling. Join the 
sports community and fi nd out about tour-
naments and leagues near you that you 
can compete in and win.

Looksie
Looksie is an online social market-

place for buying and selling everything 
unique and handmade in the Middle 
East. It is a space for passionate people 
who love creativity, whether buying it, 
selling it, or just being involved with 
it. Looksie empowers designers, crafts-
men, and artisans with the support and 
tools they require to turn their hobbies 
into thriving businesses.

RUBA
RUBA is a one-stop shop for all 

your educational fi nancing needs in the 
MENA region. The platform offers an 
easy installments plan for schooling 
fees with zero additional costs. Parents 
can now manage their money easily by 
paying their children’s schooling fees 
monthly, and educational institutions 
get access to capital upfront. RUBA 
partners with private nurseries, K-12 
schools, universities and other academic 
providers in the region.

RZQ
RZQ is a platform that connects cus-

tomers with the nearest drivers on the 
map to help with all their needs, whether 
for pick-ups, deliveries, errands, or any-
thing in between. Independent couriers 
bid the delivery price and the customer 
has the freedom to choose the most at-
tractive offer in terms of price, distance 
and rating. Business owners can also 
create their own shops on RZQ for easi-
er management of their deliveries. 

Spedia 
Spedia is a leading online education 

platform that develops cognitive skills 
with simple and easy-to-follow meth-
ods, targeting students from kindergar-
ten to high schools. Spedia covers the 
most essential topics from the local 
curriculum via recorded videos, live 
classes, and more.

‘Be ambitious and make it a daily goal to learn new skills’

NBK provides a great working environment that 
rates among best in the world: Faisal Al-Hamad

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 4: As part of its 
ongoing support and sponsorship of 
“TAMAKAN” program and its strate-
gic collaboration with Creative Confi -
dence, National Bank of Kuwait (NBK) 
hosted another panel discussion for the 
participants of the program with the 
Bank’s executives. Mr. Faisal Al-Ham-
ad, CEO - Global Wealth Management 
at National Bank of Kuwait, partici-
pated in the latest panel discussion to 
share his insights. 

Sharing his professional journey from col-
lege graduation to senior positions at the larg-
est fi nancial institution in Kuwait and one of the 
most renowned banks in the region, Al-Hamad 
gave this year’s TAMAKAN participants a 
glimpse into his path in the corporate world by 
sharing his wealth of experience, perspectives, 
and expertise.

NBK Offers an Ideal Work Environment 
  “National Bank of Kuwait is one of the few fi nan-
cial institutions in Kuwait that has a unique and ideal 
work environment that is on par with the fi nest organ-
izations in the world. By working closely with some 
of the world’s most prestigious and top educational 
institutions, NBK provides its employees, new re-
cruits, and recent college graduates with unparalleled 
access to the best training and development programs 
available. This method ensures that every employee 
has a sustainable and rewarding professional future”. 
Al-Hamad said.

Al-Hamad emphasized the signifi cance of a posi-
tive work environment in terms of employee engage-
ment, productivity, and overall performance. He dis-
cussed how corporate culture and values contribute 
to creating an extraordinary work environment and 
adopting measures that enhance professional growth 
possibilities.

“Employees with a relentless passion for learning, 
development, and knowledge, as well as a constant 
drive to improve their skills, are the best. “TAMA-
KAN” program provides an outstanding opportu-
nity for new grads who are in need of this type of 
intensive practical experience, rich in challenges that 
they require to become powerful professionals”. Al-
Hamad added.

As part of his advice, Al-Hamad pointed out that 
there is no limit to learning since it is a constant 
process that does not end at a certain position or by 
reaching a level of experience, adding that there are 
always new things that can be learned, regardless of 
how far along in a person’s career they are and urging 
that, especially at the outset of their careers, people 
shouldn’t pass up training opportunities.

Asset Management was the Steppingstone
Sharing how he started his professional journey, 

Al-Hamad said: “When I graduated from university 
in the United States, I intended to continue living and 
working there. However, after lengthy discussions 
with my father and older brother, I started working in 
asset management for four years; then, I earned my 
master’s degree. By the time I returned to Kuwait, 
I had seven years of professional experience, in ad-
dition to the two years I had spent working on my 
master’s degree.

Al-Hamad further stated that he joined NBK Capi-
tal in 2007 when it was a small team of 25 people. 

Nonetheless, NBK corporate culture refl ected on the 
company and provided him with enthusiasm, pas-
sion, and constant development, in addition to his 
relentless drive to continue learning and developing.

Al-Hamad urged the youth to prepare ahead of time 
for every step, from the decision to attend university 
to reaching the top of the organizational ladder.

According to Al-Hamad, one of the secrets to suc-
cess is graduating from a reputable university since it 
refi nes the personality and adds invaluable skills such 
as critical thinking, arranging thoughts, and making 
the right decisions. He went on to say that acquiring 
a master’s degree after years of experience is more 
benefi cial in practice, suggesting that committed em-
ployees aspire to continually develop their skills and 
advance their careers without factoring in the time.

Work Ethics
Al-Hamad revealed that working at NBK neces-

sitates a certain set of qualities, most notably ethics, 
professionalism, willingness to learn, a team spirit, 
and maintaining work confi dentiality. Another key 
quality is representing NBK’s values and maintain-
ing its sterling reputation. Following those standards 
will always lead to continuous success.

“NBK regards its people as its most valuable as-
set, as a result, a key component of NBK’s strategy 
is to invest in human capital, including providing the 
greatest training and educational opportunities,” Al-
Hamad said.

NBK is committed to fulfi lling its national duty 
and social responsibility goals by establishing new 
initiatives year-round that are centered on the youth 
of Kuwait. These programs include strengthening 
their professional abilities and promoting a culture of 
fi nancial awareness so that they may save and invest 
their money, as well as manage their funds in line 
with the most effective methods and strategies,” Al-
Hamad added.

My Father… My Inspiration 
Talking about people who had the greatest infl u-

ence on his career, Al-Hamad said: “My father de-
serves the most credit for the successful career I’ve 
had thus far. Most of my professional accomplish-

ments can be traced back to him. His guidance illumi-
nated the road to my success and played a signifi cant 
role in my decision-making.”

“Aside from constantly gaining experience, I also 
sought to learn from my experienced and skilled 
coworkers. I also concentrated on being patient and 
willing to learn. Neither the time it would take, nor 
the timing of my next promotion was on my mind. 
I knew that everything would fall into place at the 
perfect time; I just had to be prepared to take on the 
responsibilities to strengthen my managers’ faith in 
my abilities.” Al-Hamad added.

Educated Decisions 
When a participant inquired about investing in 

digital currencies, Al-Hamad responded, “Certain in-
vestment categories, such as digital currencies, may 
not be appropriate for our customer base owing to the 
risks they entail. We do not advise clients to invest 
in areas where we do not have extensive expertise.”

“Technical analysis is an effective instrument in 
a powerful and deep market full of vast data,” Al-
Hamad said when asked about the signifi cance of 
technical analysis.

Investment Diversifi cation 
Al-Hamad explained that various investments 

based on solid fi nancial foundations are safe and 
protected from sharp market fl uctuations, citing the 
Covid-19 pandemic and the havoc it unleashed on the 
global economy as a valuable lesson in how to be ef-
fective in implementing and diversifying long-term 
investments to stand on solid ground capable of with-
standing such crises. He emphasized that customer 
satisfaction is the key to NBK’s success, as the Bank 
strives to buildtheir trust, increase their savings, and 
provide added value to all stakeholders.

The young graduates benefi ted greatly from this 
event, as they were able to hear from the CEO of 
Group Wealth Management about what it’s like to 
enter the workforce and how to advance profession-
ally. Participants heard Al- Hamad’s recommenda-
tions on how to improve their future careers.

Al-Hamad also discussed the diffi culties that new 
graduates may encounter in their professional lives, 
as well as strategies for overcoming these diffi cul-
ties. He emphasized the value of seeking advice from 
more experienced colleagues and mentors when nec-
essary, as well as keeping an open mind and willing-
ness to learn at all times.

Gold Nuggets of Advice
Al-Hamad shared some words of wisdom with the 

newly graduated college students. He emphasized 
the value of being an active participant in one’s own 
development by seeking out new challenges, estab-
lishing meaningful connections with colleagues, and 
fi nding out ways to contribute. In addition, he ad-
vised the trainees on how to have a successful career 
by maintaining a positive outlook, working well with 
others, and being fl exible in the face of change. Some 
of the most important pieces of advice Al-Hamad 
gave were:

■  No matter how far along in your profession 
you are, there is always room for improvement and 
growth.

■  Seize valuable training opportunities in the 
prime of your life.

■  Having a strategy in place before taking any ac-
tion increases the likelihood of making wise choices.

■  The most signifi cant factors in achieving one’s 
goals are work ethics, confi dentiality, and reputation.

■  Don’t strive to rise up the ranks too quickly, but 
instead focus on steadily gaining experience.

‘No amount of lead in water is safe’

Biden touts economy, infrastructure; may offer 2024 preview
PHILADELPHIA, Feb 4, (AP): President Joe Biden hasn’t 
announced a reelection campaign, but some of the themes 
likely to be the centerpiece of that expected run should be 
on display Friday night when he addresses a national Demo-
cratic Party meeting. 

The president plans to focus on his administration’s ac-
complishments creating jobs and stimulating domestic man-
ufacturing as he and Vice President Kamala Harris speak at 
a Democratic National Committee gathering in Philadelphia. 

“I would argue the Biden economic plan is working,” 
Biden said before fl ying to Philadelphia, reacting to a new 
jobs report showing that employers created a net 517,000 
jobs last month, exceeding economists’ expectations. He 
called the tally ”strikingly good news.” 

Prior to their evening speeches, Biden and Harris visited 
a water treatment plant and celebrated $15 billion in funding 

to remove lead pipes from service lines around the country, 
including in Philadelphia. That comes from a bipartisan in-
frastructure package Congress passed in 2021, which is also 
bankrolling railway projects the president spent this week 
trumpeting. 

“The issue has to do with basic dignity,” Biden said. “No 
amount of lead in water is safe. None.” 

Political unity
With the State of the Union address coming next week, 

Biden has renewed calls for political unity, something he’s 
acknowledged being unable to achieve despite his promises 
to do so as a candidate in 2020. But those appeals haven’t 
tempered Biden’s broadsides against his predecessor, Donald 
Trump, and the Republican Party’s continued fealty to the 
former president’s “Make America Great Again” movement. 

“Look, this is not your father’s Republican Party,” the 
president said this week at a separate DNC fundraiser in New 
York. “This is a different breed of cat.”

The president is facing increasing pressure in Washing-
ton, where a special counsel is investigating how classifi ed 
documents turned up in his home and a former offi ce, and 
a Republican-controlled House is investigating everything 
from the administration’s immigration procedures at the 
U.S.-Mexico border to the overseas ties of the president’s 
son Hunter. 

That’s made some top Democrats anxious to see Biden 
stay on the political offensive. 

“The president is trying to solve the problems of the na-
tion on infrastructure, on microchips, on gun safety, on 
health care, and I think he’s going to talk about doing that,” 
said Randi Weingarten, a DNC member and president of the 

American Federation of Teachers. “And then also compare 
(that) to the GOP, which seems to be on a revenge agenda.” 

Biden’s speech comes the day before the DNC is set to 
approve an overhauled presidential primary calendar starting 
next year that would replace Iowa with South Carolina in the 
leadoff spot. New Hampshire and Nevada would go second, 
followed by Georgia and Michigan - a change the president 
has championed to ensure that voters of color have more in-
fl uence deciding the party’s White House nominee. 

The new calendar would be largely moot if Biden runs 
again, since party elders won’t want to oversee a drawn-out 
primary against him. The president is addressing the Demo-
crats as the party has been solidly unifi ed in its opposition 
to the new Republican-controlled House and with no major 
Democratic challenger thought to be preparing to run against 
him. 

Participants of the program.

Mr. Faisal Al-Hamad, CEO - Global Wealth Management at National Bank of Kuwait, sharing his 
insights during the panel discussion. 

The 10 startups going to Riyadh.
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celebrating Nat’l Days, Al-Tijari decorates head offi ce

In celebration of the national days, Commer-
cial Bank of Kuwait decorated and illuminated 
its headquarters with colorful lights and Kuwait 
fl ags along with selected traditional paintings. 
This celebration represents an annual practice 
the Bank is keen to keep, expressing the spirit 
of belonging and loyalty to Kuwait. 

On this occasion, Amani Al-Wara’a, Dep-
uty General Manager - Corporate Commu-
nications Division said: “In February every 
year, Kuwait’s government buildings and 
streets are illuminated and decorated with 
Kuwait fl ags, marking celebrations of the 

National Days in which Al-Tijari is keen on 
participating. The participation is demon-
strated in several ways, including decoration 
of the Bank’s head offi ce in a way commen-
surate with these national days.”  

Al-Wara’a pointed out that the decoration 
of the Bank’s building this year came in bright 
radiant look expressing sense and essence 
of National Days celebration through Kuwait 
fl ag and lights. “These refl ect joy and happi-
ness prevailing amongst members of society. 
The Bank’s decorations this year comes to 
refl ect the importance of this occasion and 

has always attained the commendation of 
the public through the comments they have 
always posting on the Bank’s accounts on 
several social networks,” she added. 

Corporate Communication Division has 
prepared a social program that covers many 
events, activities and humanitarian initiatives 
of a national nature, in which the common 
factor is the active participation in anything 
of signifi cance to the society. The participa-
tion in these national occasions dear to the 
hearts of everyone aims at enhancing the 
spirit of belonging,” she continued. 

Commercial Bank 
of Kuwait deco-

rated to celebrate 
national holidays

7.38 fi ls earnings per share

‘Warba’ profi ts jump 21% to KD 19.3 million in 2022
KUWAIT CITY, Feb 4: War-
ba Bank announced its an-
nual fi nancial results for the 
year ending on December 31, 
2022, the results showed that 
the bank achieved net profi ts 
of KD 19.3 million, equivalent 
to 7.38 fi ls earnings per share, 
compared to net profi ts of KD 
15.9 million, equivalent to 6.02 
fi ls earnings per share, with a 
growth rate of 21%, while the 
fi nancing revenue amounted to 
KD 129.3 million dinars, grow-
ing 35.5% compared to the 
same period in the year 2021, 
which amounted to KD 95.4 
million. The fi nancing port-
folio grew by 26.5% reaching 
KD 3.13 billion, while the total 
assets of the bank increased 
reaching KD 4.2 billion, with 
an increase of KD 621 million 
by 17.3%, compared to the 
previous year, which amount-
ed to KD 3.58 billion and the 
depositors accounts increased 
reaching KD 2.7 billion, with 
an increase of KD 386 million 
in the year 2022, with a growth 
rate of 16.8% compared to 
the year 2021. In addition, the 
capital adequacy ratio reached 
16.94%, exceeding the mini-
mum required by the regula-
tory authorities, the ratio that 
proves the stability of the fi -
nancial position of “Warba”.

Commenting on the Bank’s annual 
fi nancial results, Hamad Musaed Al 
Sayer, Chairman of Warba Bank, indi-
cated that the fi nancial results “Warba” 
achieved during the year 2022 confi rms 
the success of the Bank’s strategy and 
the strength of its fi nancial and opera-
tional performance. He highlighted the 
growth in all the basic indicators, the 
maintenance of remarkable rates with 
regard to capitalization, maximizing 
profi tability, return on assets, return on 
equity, cost optimization, improvement 
of asset quality indicators, and rates of 
covering bad debts from provisions. 
These are the matters that led to the 
Board of Directors’ proposed to distrib-
ute cash dividends for the year 2022 at 
the rate of 3% and bonus shares at the 
rate of 3% as well to the shareholders.

He added: “We achieved strong fi nancial 
results despite the challenges in the mac-
roeconomic environment, in light of rising 
levels of infl ation, slowdown in economic 
activity and uncertainties of probable re-
cession. Our strong results are driven by 
our customer-focused approach, quality 
products and services excellence, as well 

as diversifi cation and innovation to achieve 
sustainable profi ts.”

Strategic effi ciency
He pointed out that the strategy of sustain-

able profi ts is achieving its desired goals the 
matter that is demonstrated by the reported 
sustainable and balanced growth, emphasiz-
ing on moving forward with implementing 
the strategy of focusing on basic banking 
core activities, in parallel with strengthening 
digital transformation efforts, in all banking 
and fi nancing services, enhancing the cus-
tomer experience, and providing them with 
easy and safe access to fi nancial services and 
products, with a focus on accelerating the 
pace of innovation in digital banking solu-
tions that meet the aspirations of customers.

He added, “The operating environment 
continued during the year 2022 to gain more 
momentum, in light of the continued re-
covery in the pace of commercial activity, 
the improvement in the pace of consumer 
spending, and the increase in oil production, 
which coincided with the rise in prices.This 
strengthened the public fi nancial situation 
and gave optimism about an improvement in 
the pace of capital spending during the com-
ing period. He explained that in addition to 
the strong fi nancial performance achieved 
during the year 2022, the bank also continued 
to fulfi l its obligations towards contributing 
to the promotion of sustainable development.

Al Sayer stated that “Warba” is a fun-
damental pillar in supporting the national 
economy and acceleration ofthe develop-
ment plan in Kuwait through its pioneering 
role in providing a wide range of fi nancing 
solutions. It also plays the role of the lead 
arranger of major fi nancing deals for institu-
tions and governments.

He emphasized on the continuation of work-
ing from a position of strength from which the 
Bank relies on a prudent strategy, fi nancial sta-
bility and capabilities that we possess to pro-
vide innovative products and insightful advice 
that our customers rely on, and our diversifi ed 
business model continues to create long-term 
added value for our customers, our communi-
ties and our shareholders.

 He indicated that Warba Bank presents 
a milestone in community services affairs 
that has been proven by the Bank commit-
ment and leadership in social responsibility, 
by participating in community initiatives in 
various fi elds such as health, education, the 
environment, disabled support, and other 
community related initiatives.

He stated that “Warba” seeks to expand 
its role in the small and medium enterprises 
sector and support youth entrepreneurs be-
ing substantial element of sustainability, 
and one of the most prominent pillars of 
“Warba” strategy during the coming period, 
which will enhance its leadership position in 
the market.

Al Sayer appreciated the trust of share-
holders and customers and the support of 
the Board of Directors, and praised the role 
of the regulatory authorities, and the efforts 
of employees, partners and stakeholders, 
stressing the keenness to continue efforts to 
maintain the leadership of “Warba” in light 
of the competition between banks.

From his side, the Chief Executive Of-
fi cer of Warba Bank, Shaheen Hamad Al 
Ghanem, said that Warba Bank achieved 
strong fi nancial results in the year 2022, 
and continued to achieve strong operational 
performance across all major business sec-

tors, benefi ting from the improvement in the 
macroeconomic environment. He explained 
that the Bank’s strategy for sustainable 
growth tends to focus heavily on environ-
mental governance and following the latest 
and best international standards, in addition 
to launching initiatives that contribute to ad-
vancing the transition towards a sustainable 
economy, as well as continuing to launch 
community initiatives in various health and 
educational fi elds.

Al Ghanem stated that the Bank wit-
nessed remarkable growth in deposits and 
the fi nancing portfolio, which supported the 
improvement in margin levels. The bank 
also continued to report strong growth in its 
main business sectors, which included Is-
lamic banking services and asset and wealth 
management.

He stated that Warba Bank was able to 
maintain a good level of deposit composi-
tion, as the good contribution from current 
and savings account deposits of the total de-
posits at the end of the year 2022, and the 
percentage of customer deposits to the total 
fi nancing has reached 71% refl ecting the 
quality composition of funding components 
and strength of liquidity levels.

He continued, saying that: “The Non-
Performing Loan ratio improved to reach 
1.07% (according to the calculation princi-
ples of the Central Bank of Kuwait) for the 
year 2022 compared to 1.08% as in 2021, 
and the Bank’s provisions coverage ratio 
reached 275% at the end of the year 2022 
compared to 244% for the year 2021.

Al Ghanim clarifi ed that the main reason 
for the increase in fee and commission rev-

enues by 1.54 KD million was due to the in-
crease in the volume of trade fi nance trans-
actions related to the main banking activities 
and the expansion of the asset and wealth 
management activities.

Al Ghanem added that the Bank is ongoing 
executing of its continuous growth strategy, 
investing in digital technologies with the aim 
to achieve the best returns for sharehold-
ers, stressing the Bank’s tireless efforts to 
focus on designing innovative products for 
its valued customers and constantly expand-
ing its digital offerings, which were recently 
crowned with many prestigious awards in the 
category of best digital savings application – 
Hassala - in Kuwait for the year 2022 from 
the International Finance Magazine, in appre-
ciation of the Bank’s digital efforts and the 
distinguished services and digital products 
it provides and advanced payment solutions 
throughout the year.

Al Ghanem explained that the bank will 
continue to strive towards achieving lead-
ership taking extra miles in its excellence 
journey and boosting its growth rates during 
the coming period capitalizing on encourag-
ing our professional calibres, improving the 
competitive advantages of our products and 
developing technological services, to meet 
the needs and expectations of all customers 
segments, and attract new segments in order 
to increase its market share.

He added that the Bank’s human resources 
are considered the real wealth and the secret 
behind the Bank’s achievements and con-
secutive successes, stressing the keenness of 
Warba Bank’s management to develop these 
resources and invest in them by all possible 
means in accordance with the latest interna-
tional standards, includingthe executive team 
of experts with focus on the fundamentals 
of the Banking Industry including customer 
service quality, investment in digital banking 
services, and human resources, with particu-
lar focus on Kuwaiti manpower.

Al Ghanem pointed out that Warba Bank 
is considered one of the highest private in-
stitutions in employing national manpower, 
which is currently close to 81% on the other 
hand the female employees percentage has 
reached more than 14% of the total Bank 
workforce.

It worth mentioning that Warba Bank is 
one of the banks that achieved great suc-
cesses in a short period, as it occupied a 
leading position in the fi eld of Islamic digi-
tal banking services for individuals, and it 
is also considered one of the largest local 
banks in terms of number of shareholders, 
this is considered one of the most impor-
tant factors that makes the bank close to all 
members of the society.

“Warba” performance in numbers (bold)
■ KD 19.3million net profi t for the period 
with 21% growth
■ 35.5% growth in net fi nancing income to 
KD 129.3million.
■ 7.38 fi ls earnings per share with 22.59% 
growth.
■ 17.3% growth in total assets reaching KD 
4.2billion.
■ growth in fi nancing receivables of 26.5%, 
reaching3.13KD billion.
■ depositors’ accounts amounting KD 2.7 
billion, with a growth of 16.8%
■ KD 298.1million shareholders’ equity
■ proposing the distribution of dividends to 
shareholders for the year 2022 at 3% in cash 
and bonus shares at 3%.
■ 16.94% Capital adequacy ratio.

Hamad Al Sayer

Shaheen Al Ghanem 

Musk didn’t defraud
investors, says jury

Tesla tweet trial ends

SAN FRANCISO, Feb 4, (AP): A jury on Friday decided 
Elon Musk didn’t defraud investors with his 2018 tweets 
about electric automaker Tesla in a proposed deal that quick-
ly unraveled and raised questions about whether the billion-
aire had misled investors.

The nine-member jury reached its verdict after less that 
two hours of deliberation following a three-week trial. It 
represents a major vindication for Musk, who spent about 
eight hours on the witness stand defending his motives for 
the August 2018 tweets at the center of the trial.

Musk, 51, wasn’t on hand for the brief reading of the verdict 
but he made a surprise appearance earlier Friday for closing ar-
guments that drew starkly different portraits of him.

Not long after the verdict came down, Musk took to Twit-
ter - the bully pulpit he now owns - to celebrate.

“Thank goodness, the wisdom of the people has pre-
vailed!” Musk tweeted.

Musk’s decision to break away from his other responsi-
bilities to sit in on the closing arguments even though he 
didn’t have to be there may have had an impact on the jurors, 
said Michael Freedman, a former federal prosecutor who is 
now in private practice working for a law fi rm that has rep-
resented celebrities and business executives.

“It shows he has a presence,” Freedman said.

 Reckless
Nicholas Porritt, an attorney who represented aggrieved 

Tesla investors, said he was disappointed after urging the 
jurors in his closing arguments to rebuke Musk for reckless 
behavior that threatened to create “anarchy.”

“I don’t think this is the kind of conduct we expect from 
a large public company,” a downcast Porritt said after dis-
cussing the verdict with a few jurors who gathered to talk to 
him. “People can draw their own conclusion on whether they 
think it’s OK or not.”

During their discussion with Porritt, the jurors told them 
they found Musk’s testimony that he believed he had lined 
up the money from Saudi Arabia’s Public Investment Fund 
without a written commitment to be credible. They also ex-
pressed doubt about whether Musk’s tweeting was the sole 
reason for the swings in Tesla’s stock price during a 10-day 
period in August 2018 covered in the case.

The trial pitted Tesla investors represented in a class-ac-
tion lawsuit against Musk, who is CEO of both the electric 
automaker and the Twitter service he bought for $44 billion 
a few months ago.

Shortly before boarding his private jet on Aug 7, 2018, 
Musk tweeted that he had the fi nancing to take Tesla pri-
vate, even though it turned out he hadn’t gotten an iron-clad 
commitment for a deal that would have cost $20 billion to 
$70 billion to pull off. A few hours later, Musk sent another 
tweet indicating that the deal was imminent.

Musk’s integrity was at stake at the trial as well part of a 
fortune that has established him as one of the world’s richest 
people. He could have been saddled with a bill for billions of 
dollars in damages had the jury found him liable for the 2018 
tweets that had already been deemed falsehoods by the judge 
presiding over the trial. That determination, made last year 
by US District Judge Edward Chen, left the jury to decide 
whether Musk had been reckless with his tweeting and acted 
in a way that hurt Tesla shareholders.

Al Sayer: 

■ The Board of Directors’ proposal to dis-
tribute cash dividends and bonus shares to 
shareholders for the year 2022.
■ Our strong fi nancial results are driven by a 
customer-centric approach, delivery of high-
quality products and services, and sustainable 
profi ts.
■ We have achieved distinguished growth 
rates in terms of capital, profi tability, return 
on assets and shareholders’ equity, and im-
provement of asset quality indicators.
■ The Bank is striving to expand its role in 
the small and medium enterprises sector to 
support youth entrepreneurs being substantial 
element of sustainability.
■ We build on a prudent strategy and fi nan-
cial stability supported by our strong balance 
sheet and capabilities to deliver innovative 
products.
■ Warba Bank is essential pillar in support-
ing the national economy, and acceleration of 
the development plan through its pioneering 
role in providing a wide range of fi nancing 
products. 

AlGhanem:

■ The Bank witnessed remarkable growth 
in its deposits and fi nancing portfolio and 
continued to report strong growth in its main 
business sectors.
■ Warba ongoingly executing of its continu-
ous growth strategy, investing in digital tech-
nologies aiming to achieve the best returns 
for shareholders.
■ The Bank’s human resources are consid-
ered the real wealth and the secret behind its 
great achievements and successes.
■ The Bank continues its excellence journey 
and boosting growth rates capitalizing on en-
couraging our professional calibres, improv-
ing the competitive advantages of our prod-
ucts and developing technological services.



Merck sets ‘23 earnings expectations below St forecasts Accutar unveils FDA clearance for AC0676

Merck beat fourth-quarter expec-
tations thanks to more sales of its 
blockbuster cancer drug Keytru-
da, but the company’s early view 
on 2023 underwhelmed Wall 
Street.

Shares of the drugmaker early 
Thursday after Merck released 
an earnings forecast that fell 
well short of the consensus from 
analysts. In the fi nal quarter of 
2022, Keytruda sales grew 19% 
to $5.45 billion. Overall revenue 

climbed 2% to $13.83 billion.
Sales of the company’s 

COVID-19 treatment, Lagevrio, 
slipped 13% to $825 million. 
Merck said a strong dollar hurt 
international sales, which in-
cluded growth in Japan and the 
United Kingdom.

Overall, Merck’s net income 
fell 20% to $3 billion compared 
to the fi nal quarter of 2021, as 
research and development costs 
also jumped. Adjusted earnings 

totaled $1.62 per share.
Analysts expected earnings of 

$1.53 per share on $13.66 billion 
in revenue for the quarter, ac-
cording to FactSet.

Keytruda again led Merck in 
full-year revenue last year by 
bringing in nearly $21 billion. 
Lagevrio, which U.S. regulators 
approved in late 2021, recorded 
$5.7 billion in sales. Most of that 
came in the year’s fi rst two quar-
ters. (AP)

Accutar Biotechnology, Inc, a 
biotechnology company focus-
ing on artifi cial intelligence (AI)-
empowered drug discovery, has 
announced that the US Food and 
Drug Administration (FDA) has 
cleared the company’s investiga-
tional new drug application (IND) 
for AC0676 for the treatment of 
patients with relapsed/refractory 
B-cell malignancies. AC0676 is 
an orally bioavailable, chimeric de-
grader molecule designed to target 

and degrade Bruton’s Tyrosine 
Kinase (BTK) with high potency, 
selectivity, and broad mutant cov-
erage. BTK plays a crucial role in 
the B-cell receptor (BCR) signal-
ing pathway, and its constitutive 
activation is essential to the patho-
physiology of many B-cell malig-
nancies. Accutar expects to begin 
enrollment of a Phase 1 clinical trial 
for AC0676 in the beginning of the 
second quarter of 2023.

The IND clearance for AC0676 

is another important validation that 
our protein crystallography and 
AI platforms can support and ad-
vance the discovery of potentially 
differentiated clinical candidates 
quickly, especially complex com-
pounds such as chimeric degrad-
ers. It marks Accutar as the fi rst 
company to successfully bring oral 
chimeric degraders against three 
different targets into clinics,” said 
Jie Fan, Ph.D., Chief Executive Of-
fi cer, Accutar Biotechnology, Inc.
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The Conversation

‘COVID-19 remains a dangerous infectious disease’

End of COVID-19 emergency signals a pivotal point in pandemic
By Amy Lauren Fairchild and  Marian Moser Jones

The Ohio State University

The Conversation is an independ-
ent and nonprofi t source of news, 
analysis and commentary from aca-
demic experts.

❑     ❑     ❑

US President Joe Biden announced 
on Jan 30, 2023, that he intends to 

end both the national emergency and 
the public health emergency declara-
tions related to COVID-19 on May 11, 
2023.

Biden’s announcement came on the 
same day that the World Health Organ-
ization said it still considers the COV-
ID-19 pandemic to be a public health 
emergency of international concern, or 
PHEIC, a status that is reassessed eve-
ry three months. The WHO’s advisory 
committee noted that although the pan-
demic is at a turning point, “COVID-19 
remains a dangerous infectious disease 
with the capacity to cause substantial 
damage to health and health systems.”

The Conversation asked public 
health experts Marian Moser Jones 
and Amy Lauren Fairchild to put these 
statements into context and to explain 
their ramifi cations for the next stage of 
the pandemic.

Ending the federal emergency re-
fl ects both a scientifi c and political 
judgment that the acute phase of the 
COVID-19 pandemic crisis has ended 
and that special federal resources are 
no longer needed to prevent disease 
transmission across borders.

In practical terms, it means that two 
declarations - the federal Public Health 
Emergency, fi rst declared on Jan 31, 
2020, and the COVID-19 national 
emergency that President Donald 
Trump announced on March 13, 2020 - 
will be allowed to expire in May 2023.

Declaring those emergencies ena-
bled the federal government to cut 
through a mountain of red tape, with 
the goal of responding to the pan-
demic more effi ciently. For instance, 
the declarations allowed funds to be 
made available so that federal agen-
cies could direct personnel, equipment, 
supplies and services to state and lo-
cal governments wherever they were 
needed. In addition, the declarations 
made resources available to launch in-
vestigations into the “cause, treatment 
or prevention” of COVID-19 and to 
enter into contracts with other organi-
zations to meet needs stemming from 
the emergency.

Testing
The emergency status also allowed 

the federal government to make 
health care more widely available by 
suspending many requirements for 
accessing Medicare, Medicaid and 
the Children’s Health Program. And 
they made it possible for people to 
receive free COVID-19 testing, treat-
ment and vaccines and enabled Med-
icaid and Medicare to more easily 
cover telehealth services.

The end to the federal emergency 
could substantially reduce the number 
of people insured under Medicaid. Be-
fore the pandemic, states required peo-

ple to prove every year that they met 
income and other eligibility require-
ments.

In March 2020, Congress enacted 
a continuous enrollment provision in 
Medicaid that prevented states from 
removing anyone from their rolls dur-
ing the pandemic. In a December 2022 
appropriations bill, Congress passed a 
provision that will end continuous en-
rollment on March 31, 2023.

The Biden administration has de-
fended this time frame as suffi cient to 
ensure that “patients do not lose access 
to care unpredictably” and that state 
Medicaid budgets - which have been 
infused with emergency funds since 
2020 - “don’t face a radical cliff.” But 
many people with Medicaid may be 
unaware of these changes until they 
actually lose their benefi ts.

Indicated
Some states have already indicated 

that they will begin disenrolling mem-
bers in April 2023 or require members 
to apply to be considered for renewal. 
This could result in between 5 million 
and 14 million people losing coverage.

People with Medicare do not have 
to worry about losing their benefi ts, 
since this program is age-based, not 
income-based. The array of telehealth 
services that Medicare began covering 
during the pandemic will continue to 
be covered through December 2023. 
Medicare coverage for many telehealth 
services could also be made permanent 
after this year.

The end of the emergency could ad-
ditionally curb access to COVID-19 
drugs, tests and vaccines. Federal 
emergency funding for free treatment 
or vaccination will end when the emer-
gency status is lifted on May 11. If 
such programs are to continue, the cost 
will fall to state and local health agen-
cies or insurance companies.

We are concerned that the withdraw-
al of federal emergency funds for vac-
cination may further slow the already 
sluggish uptake of boosters. As of Jan. 
25, 2023, about 20% of the population 
ages 5 and up and only 40.1% of those 
65 and older - who are at the highest 
risk of death from COVID-19 - had 
received an updated bivalent boost-
er dose. Once the emergency ends, 
measures that allowed a broad array 
of health providers - from pharmacist 
interns to retired nurses and even vet-
erinarians - to administer vaccines will 
expire, which could lead to decreased 
access to vaccination in many parts of 
the U.S.

A pandemic declaration represents 
an assessment that human transmission 
of a disease, whether well known or 
novel, is “extraordinary,” that it consti-
tutes a public health risk to two or more 
states and that controlling it requires an 
international response.

At some point the WHO will end 
its pandemic declaration. On Jan. 30, 
2023, World Health Organization Di-
rector-General Tedros Adhanom Ghe-
breyesus described the pandemic as 
being “at a transition point.” (AP)

Bank participates in GUST’s ‘Live Your Major’ program

KFH provides Kuwaiti students a unique 
opportunity to gain hands-on experience
KUWAIT CITY, Feb 4: In line 
with its strategic partnership and 
as part of its continuous efforts 
to support the youth segment and 
national talents, Kuwait Finance 
House (KFH) participated in the 
launch of (Live Your Major) in-
ternship program, organized by 
Gulf University for Science and 
Technology (GUST). The program 
offers students a unique opportu-
nity to gain hands-on experience at 
leading institutions.

In his speech given during the 
conference, KFH Deputy General 
Manager HR Operations and Re-
wards, Talal Al-Mutairi said that 
(Live Your Major) is a step in the 
right direction towards honing the 
skills of male and female students 
through hands-on experiences 
while enhancing their capabilities 
and enabling them to interact di-
rectly with the work environment 
conditions as well as familiarize 
them with its requirements, stress-
ing KFH’s keenness to sponsor 
similar initiatives and projects that 
strengthen its role in improving 
education. 

He pointed out that the initia-

tive to train a group of male and 
female students under KFH’s 
top-notch teams is welcomed by 
the Bank’s departments repre-

sented by the HR, IT and Digi-
tal Transformation, adding that 
an advanced internship program 
has been designed by these de-

partments. The approach will 
refi ne students’ scientifi c gains 
in the fi eld of project manage-
ment, technological solutions, 
project initiation, testing and 
deployment, and will introduce 
students to the challenges during 
project execution stage in addi-
tion to other practical skills that 
will greatly benefi t their fi eld of 
study.

He stated that KFH is keen on 
strengthening its partnership with 
GUST and developing effective 
communication channels, pointing 
out that the fi rst MoU signed with 
the University was in 2014. 

“KFH is continuously seeking 
to strengthen its partnerships with 
various universities and educa-
tional institutions through various 
initiatives and activities, which 
creates an added value for students 
and youth and enhances KFH’s 
leading role in social responsibil-
ity,” said Al-Mutairi.

Concluding his speech, Al-Mu-
tairi hoped that this internship pro-
gram would achieve its goals and 
enrich the students’ professional 
and academic experience.

Talal Al-Mutairi receives the honor from the Chairman of the Board of Trus-
tees of Gulf University for Science and Technology, Nawaf Arhama.

Dr. Huda sheds light on therapeutic uses of bee venom

Bee venom helps relieve diabetes symptoms: Mujezat Al-Shifa
KUWAIT CITY, Feb 4: Nutrition 
consultant at Mujezat Al-Shifa 
Honey Company and consult-
ant nutritional therapist Dr. Huda 
Ahmed said in a press statement 
that those interested in alternative 
medicine use bee venom to relieve 
rheumatic pain, muscular sclerosis, 
and peripheral and central nerve 
diseases, among others. This is in 
addition to improve the symptoms 
of diabetes and its complications 
by more than one mechanism.

According to those studies, she 
said, this unique compound acti-
vates the pancreatic cells to secrete 
insulin and stimulates the move-
ment of sugar from the blood to the 
cells of the body to burn it and ob-
tain energy, in addition to its role 
in stimulating the secretion of fat-
breaking enzymes to control blood 

fats, in addition to being an anti-
infl ammatory and oxidative agent 

responsible for the occurrence of 
complications in diabetic patients.

She referred to the research car-
ried out by Professor Khawlan at 
the Faculty of Medical Sciences at 
the National University of Mon-
golia in 2017, in cooperation with 
Dr. Chimed Rajka, Alternative 
Medicine Sciences, Mongolia, on 
two groups of laboratory-infected 
diabetic rabbits. Half of the group 
received seven doses of melittin 
divided over two weeks, and the 
other half of the group did not re-
ceive melittin.

She explained that the tests that 
were conducted on the blood of the 
two groups before the start of the 
treatment and then daily until the 
end of the experiment proved that 
the melittin group showed a clear 
improvement in the levels of natu-
ral affi nity for blood sugar and fats.Honey-bee comb
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This image released by Paramount shows Rita Moreno, (from left), Jane Fonda, Sally Field and Lily Tomlin in a scene from ‘80 For Brady.’ (AP)

Ex-pop star Gary Glitter freed from UK prison

Iranian director freed on bail after going on hunger strike
DUBAI, United Arab Emirates, Feb 4, (AP): Acclaimed Iranian director 
Jafar Panahi was released on bail Friday, two days after going on hunger 
strike to protest his imprisonment last summer, his supporters said.

Panahi was arrested last July and later ordered to serve six years on 
charges of propagandizing against the government, a sentence dating 
back to 2011 that had never been enforced.

He is among a number of Iranian artists, sports fi gures and other 
celebrities who have been detained after speaking out against the the-
ocracy. Such arrests have become more frequent since nationwide pro-
tests broke out in September over the death of a young woman in police 
custody.

Panahi, 62, had continued making award-winning fi lms for over a 
decade despite being legally barred from travel and fi lmmaking. His 
latest fi lm, “No Bears,” was released to widespread praise in Septem-
ber while he was behind bars, a week before the protests erupted.

Yusef Moulai, Panahi’s lawyer, confi rmed he had been released on 
bail and returned home. He said Panahi was in good health after two 
days without food. He declined to provide further information. 

The semioffi cial ISNA news agency said several artists had wel-
comed him as he departed the notorious Evin Prison in the capital, 
Tehran. 

Panahi had issued a statement earlier this week saying he would re-
fuse food or medicine starting Wednesday “in protest against the extra-
legal and inhumane behavior of the judicial and security apparatus.”

He was arrested in July when he went to the Tehran prosecutor’s 
offi ce to inquire about the arrests of two other Iranian fi lmmakers. A 
judge later ruled that he must serve the earlier sentence.

In “No Bears,” he plays a fi ctionalized version of himself while mak-
ing a fi lm along the Iran-Turkey border. The New York Times and The 
Associated Press named it one of the top 10 fi lms of the year, and fi lm 
critic Justin Chang of The Los Angeles Times called it 2022’s best 
movie.

Protests
The protests erupted after Mahsa Amini, a 22-year-old Kurdish 

Iranian woman, died while being held by Iran’s morality police for 
allegedly violating the country’s strict Islamic dress code. The demon-
strations rapidly escalated into calls for the overthrow of Iran’s ruling 
clerics, a major challenge to their four-decade rule.

At least 527 protesters have been killed and more than 19,500 people 
have been detained since the demonstrations began, according to Hu-
man Rights Activists in Iran, a group that has closely monitored the 
unrest. Iranian authorities have not released offi cial fi gures on deaths 
or arrests.

Several prominent Iranian fi lmmakers and other artists have ex-
pressed support for the protests and criticized the violent crackdown on 
dissent. Rights groups say authorities have used live ammunition, bird 
shot and tear gas to disperse protesters. 

Iran has executed four men on charges linked to the protests, and 
rights groups say at least 16 others have been sentenced to death in 
closed-door hearings.

Taraneh Alidoosti, the 38-year-old star of Asghar Farhadi’s Oscar-
winning 2016 fi lm, “The Salesman,” was arrested in December after 
taking to social media to criticize the crackdown on protests. She was 
released three weeks later on bail.

Also:
LONDON: Former pop star Gary Glitter was released from prison in 
England on Friday after serving half of a 16-year prison sentence for 
sexually abusing three young girls in the 1970s.

The 79-year-old singer, whose real name is Paul Gadd, was freed 
from a prison in Dorset, in southwest England. It is common for of-
fenders in the UK to be freed halfway through their sentences and then 
be placed on probation.

“Sex offenders like Paul Gadd are closely monitored by the police 
and Probation Service and face some of the strictest license conditions, 
including being fi tted with a GPS tag,’’ the Ministry of Justice said in a 
statement. “If the offender breaches these conditions at any point, they 
can go back behind bars.”

The singer was found guilty of one count of attempted rape, four 
counts of indecent assault and one count of sexual intercourse with a 
girl under the age of 13.

MIAMI: Mexican actor Pablo 
Lyle was sentenced Friday to 
fi ve years in prison for involun-
tary manslaughter after fatally 
punching a man during a road rage 
confrontation in Miami in 2019.

The sentence came almost four 
years after Lyle was charged with 
murder in the death of a man he 
struck during a traffi c incident.

Miami-Dade Circuit Judge 
Marisa Tinkler Mendez an-
nounced the sentence two months 
after rejecting the actor’s request 
for a new trial and upholding the 
guilty verdict reached by a jury in 
October.

The 36-year-old Mexican 
telenovela star, who appeared in 
the Netfl ix crime series “Yankee,” 
had faced a maximum sentence of 
up to 15 years in prison. The judge 
also ordered eight years of proba-
tion, confl ict resolution manage-
ment and 500 hours of community 
service for the actor.

The actor has 30 days to appeal 
the sentence.

Dressed in a red jail uniform, 
Lyle looked calm and expressed 
repentance during the more than 
three-hour hearing. He has been de-
tained since his Oct. 4 conviction.

“I am very sorry,” Lyle said in 
Spanish, looking at some of the 
members of Hernández family who 
were in the court room, among 
them his son. “I always pray for 
him and for you, with all my heart.”

After a week-long trial, a six-
member jury convicted Lyle of 
involuntary manslaughter in the 
death of Juan Ricardo Hernán-
dez, 63.

Hernández, who was unarmed, 
suffered a traumatic brain injury 
and died four days later while 
hospitalized.

Lyle’s lawyers argued that he 
acted in self-defense. They also 
said that there were inconsistencies 
in the evidence during the trial.

When handing down her 
sentence, the judge, however, said 
that Lyle made a “poor decision” 
and acted “out of anger.”

“The evidence shows that the 
action of Mr Lyle was an act of 
violence,” Tinkler said. “Mr Lyle 
has to be held responsible for 
those actions.”

The road confrontation was cap-
tured by security cameras.  (AP)

❑     ❑     ❑

NORTH LAS VEGAS, Nev: A 
former “Dances With Wolves” 

actor accused of sexually abusing 
Indigenous girls and leading a cult 
must remain held without bail un-
til his next court hearing, a judge 
ordered Thursday morning.

Nathan Chasing Horse, 46, 
faces charges of sex traffi cking, 
assault against a child younger 
than 16, and child abuse. He has 
been in custody since his arrest 

Tuesday afternoon outside the 
North Las Vegas home that he 
shares with his fi ve wives.

He appeared briefl y in court in 
North Las Vegas on Thursday but 
did not speak before Justice of the 
Peace Belinda Harris scheduled 
a bail hearing for Monday. Chas-
ing Horse has not been formally 
charged.

On Monday, Harris is expected 
to address Chasing Horse’s cus-
tody status and could set bail 
after she hears from prosecutors, 
investigators, victims and the 
defendant’s relatives.

Clark County Chief Deputy 
District Attorney Jessica Walsh 
told the judge Thursday that Las 
Vegas police detectives, FBI spe-

cial agents and victims will speak 
at the hearing.

Gesturing to the fi rst row in the 
courtroom gallery where Chasing 
Horse’s family members were 
seated, public defender Michael 
Wilfong said he has a “great deal 
of support.” His relatives declined 
to comment as they left the court-
house, as did Wilfong. (AP)
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Buddy movie celebrates age on screen

‘80 for Brady,’ sports fi lm fumble for the ages
By Mark Kennedy

Tom Brady has offi cially - and fi nally, he insists - 
retired from the National Football League. Based 

on his new movie “80 For Brady,” it’s also time that 
he immediately retire from fi lmmaking.

No one emerges with glory from this syrupy, un-
dercooked story of four older friends who are deter-
mined to see Brady lead an astonishing come-from-
behind win at the 2017 Super Bowl.

A quartet of our fi nest actors - Lily Tomlin, Jane 
Fonda, Rita Moreno and Sally Field- are sacrifi ced for 
cheap laughs and unearned poignancy. And Brady, 
an executive producer, sullies one of his greatest tri-
umphs. That hissing sound you hear in the theater is 
not footballs losing air but an audience defl ated.

Screenwriters Sarah Haskins and Emily Halpern 
seem to have opened a door into exploring loss, ob-
ligation and regret in our sunset years, but fumble 
badly, instead drifting into granny-accidentally-takes-
an-edible territory.

Up on that screen is an EGOT winner, multiple Os-
car, Tony and Emmy owners, a recipient of the Mark 
Twain Prize for American Humor as well as Kennedy 
Center and Cecil B. DeMille Award honorees. But 
they are utterly wasted. At one point Field is reduced 
to participating in a pointless hot wings eating contest.

There’s nothing wrong with silly buddy movies or 
celebrating age on screen and it’s refreshing to see 
both bundled here. But don’t tell us you’re empow-
ering older people by making them dance The Twist 
to get past security into the Super Bowl. Add this to 
the utter misuse of Diane Keaton in last year’s “Mack 
& Rita,” and we call Hollywood for illegal blindside 
blocks on people over 70 and a loss of 15 yards.

Very, very loosely based on actual events, the fi lm 
is so light plot-wise that it threatens to fl oat away. A 
ticket mix-up pads a few extra minutes but logic is 
tossed out, like the time our heroines just happen to 
fi nd four empty seats in a row just at kickoff - at the 
Super Bowl.

Brady is a constant benevolent presence through-

out, whether speaking to Tomlin’s character through 
one of his bobble heads or from TV screens in dia-
logue only she can hear. “This is going to work out,” 
he promises.

Each of our leading ladies get a single note to de-
velop: Fonda plays the vain, boy-crazy author of Rob 
Gronkowski erotic fan fi ction. Field is the sensible, 
responsible one. Recent widow Moreno is up for any 
adventure and Tomlin is the glue holding them to-
gether.

Melancholy
When one of the quartet becomes fearful of a recur-

rence of cancer, Brady becomes her north star and she 
asks a bust of him what she should do, like a prayer. 
“He never gives up no matter what he’s up against,” 
she says. You come to expect a bright halo to appear 
over Brady’s head.

Director Kyle Marvin fails to build any real ten-
sion as he frighteningly shifts from farce to cringe to 
melancholy, but real footage of the big game is nicely 
knitted into the second half. The message here is sim-
ple: When you’re down, dig deep and go for it. In oth-
er words, have the courage to go to a different movie.

At some points the fi lm just becomes a branding 
opportunity, like for Microsoft Surface and the theme 
park NFL Experience. “This is better than my wild-
est dreams,” one of our august actors is forced to say 
while throwing footballs. When the four later fi nagle 
their way into a skybox during the game, one help-
fully explains: “You can see everything!” Yes, from 
up here, you can see terrible writing.

This is a movie that is supposed to boost people in 
their 70s and 80s but has jokes about fanny packs and 
Pat Sajak. Co-stars Billy Porter, Sara Gilbert and Guy 
Fieri somehow emerge OK in small roles but the main 
heroines tread water in what can only be considered 
an after-school special for older people.

“80 for Brady,” a Paramount Pictures release that 
is currently only in theaters, is rated PG-13 for brief 
strong language, some drug content and some sugges-
tive references. Running time: 98 minutes. Half a star 

out of four.

Also:
SINGAPORE: In December 2022, FION launched the 
year’s hottest IP “Avatar” series of products. Accord-
ing to James Cameron, director of Avatar: An Activ-
ist Survival Guide, animals and plants on Pandora are 
huge and glow in the dark because they have devel-
oped gigantism and luminescence due to air pollution. 

A gorgeous world of Avatar is woven with yarns of 
eight different colors. 3D aquatic plants on the front 
are created with time-honored Horsetail Embroidery 
skills. Horsetail Embroidery, a special craft that has 
been passed down for thousands of years by genera-
tions of Shui women in China. The process of mak-
ing a horsetail embroidery work is very complex. It 
takes a skillful embroiderer with 20 years of expe-
rience over 10 hours to fi nish a piece as small as a 
child’s palm. FION Avatar series are all from FION 
Art Studio, and each FION Avatar handbag is created 
by skilled craftsmen with great patience and dexterity 
using at least 24 hours.

Established by the fi rst generation of shoemakers in 
Hong Kong 40 years ago, the FION Art Studio gath-
ers outstanding craftsmen who love leather art and 
have 20 years of professional experience. FION has 
adhered to exquisite craftsmanship since its found-
ing. Ingenious designers at the FION Art Studio-an 
independent leather factory owned by FION-deliver 
surprise after surprise to customers.

Whether it is the eco-friendly message sent by ‘Av-
atar’ or director James Cameron’s personal efforts 
on ecological sustainability, they are in line with our 
brand spirit of “Conservation, Nature, Fashion and 
Sustainable Development”. As a well-known hand-
bag brand in Asia, FION has been exploring sustain-
able fashion and collaborating with suppliers to use 
environmentally friendly raw materials. After three 
years of discussions and repeated trials on what ma-
terials and colors to apply and how to weave yarns, 
we introduced FION Eco-Friendly Jacquard Denim 
in 2020. (AP)

Horse Lyle 
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Journo Edwards dead

Celebrated designer
Rabanne dies at 88
PARIS, Feb 4, (AP): Paco Rabanne, the Spanish-
born designer known for perfumes sold worldwide but 
who made his name with metallic space-age fashions 
that put a bold, new edge on catwalks, has died, the 
group that owns his fashion house announced Friday. 

“The House of Paco Rabanne wishes to honor our 
visionary designer and founder who passed away to-
day at the age of 88. Among the most seminal fashion 
fi gures of the 20th century, his legacy will remain,” 
the statement from beauty and fashion company Puig 
said.

The newspaper Le Telegramme quoted the mayor 
of Vannes, David Robo, as saying that Rabanne died 
at his home in the Brittany region town of Portsall.

Rabanne’s fashion house shows its collections in 
Paris and is scheduled to un-
veil the brand’s latest ready-
to-wear designs during the 
upcoming Feb. 27-March 3 
fashion week.

Rabanne was known as a 
rebel designer in a career that 
blossomed with his collabora-
tion with the family-owned 
Puig, a Spanish company that 
now also owns other design 
houses, including Nina Ricci, 
Jean Paul Gaultier, Carolina 
Herrera and Dries Van Noten. 

The company also owns the fragrance brands Byredo 
and Penhaligon’s. 

“Paco Rabanne made transgression magnetic. Who 
else could induce fashionable Parisian women (to) 
clamor for dresses made of plastic and metal? Who 
but Paco Rabanne could imagine a fragrance called 
Calandre - the word means ‘automobile grill,’ you 
know - and turn it into an icon of modern femininity?” 
the group’s statement said.

Calandre perfume was launched in 1969, the fi rst 
product by Puig in Spain, France and the United 
States, according to the company.

Born Francisco Rabaneda y Cuervo in 1934, the fu-
ture designer fl ed the Spanish Basque country at age 
5 during the Spanish Civil War and took the name of 
Paco Rabanne. 

Couture
He studied architecture at Paris’ Beaux Arts Academie 

before moving to couture, following in the steps of his 
mother, a couturier in Spain. He said she was jailed at 
one point for being dressed in a “scandalous” fashion.

Rabanne sold accessories to well-known designers 
before launching his own collection.

He titled the fi rst collection presented under his own 
name “12 unwearable dresses in contemporary mate-
rials.” His innovative outfi ts were made of various 
kinds of metal, including his famous use of mail, the 
chain-like material associated with Medieval knights.

Coco Chanel reportedly called Rabanne “the metal-
lurgist of fashion.”

French President Emmanuel Macron and his wife, 
Brigitte, saluted “an uncommon artist who blew the 
wind of renewal into the world of haute couture,” his 
offi ce said.

Paco Rabanne was among the fi rst designers to put 
Black mannequins on the runway, and in 1983 opened 
Centre 57, devoted to the Black African and Caribbe-
an diaspora. Artists, musicians, fi lm-makers and hip-
hop dancers frequented the center for several years, 
the statement from Macron’s offi ce noted.

“My colleagues tell me I am not a couturier but an 
artisan, and it’s true that I’m an artisan. ... I work with 
my hands,” he said in an interview in the 1970s.

In the interview given when he was 43 years old and 
now held in France’s National Audiovisual Institute, 
Rabanne explained his radical fashion philosophy, re-
vealing a dark side of his complex character.

“I think fashion is prophetic. Fashion announces the 
future,” he said at the time, adding that “the future for 
me is catastrophic.”

Sure enough, the designer predicted a major catas-
trophe on Aug. 11, 1999, claiming that the Russian 
MIR space station would fall on France. Instead, a 
crowd opened champagne at his Left Bank headquar-
ters for a “survivors’ party.”

Paco Rabanne retired in 2000, and the house didn’t 
fi eld a runway show for fi ve years, from 2006 until the 
spring-summer 2012 show. 

But the creator has also said that women are harbin-
gers of what lies on the horizon. 

The president of the Association of Fashion De-
signers of Spain, Modesto Lomba, said Rabanne “left 
an absolute mark on the passage of time. Let’s not for-
get that he was Spanish and that he triumphed inside 
and outside Spain.”

Also:
NASHVILLE, Tenn.: Journalist Joe Edwards, who 
chronicled country music and helped “Rocky Top” 
become a Tennessee state song during his four-decade 
Associated Press career, has died. He was 75.

Longtime AP colleague Randall Dickerson said 
Edwards’ wife called him to share the news that her 
husband died Friday after a lengthy illness in Nash-
ville.

Edwards documented the ascent of country music 
through interviews with stars ranging from Dolly 
Parton to Taylor Swift. He wrote the AP’s Nashville 
Sound country music column from 1975 to 1992 and 
did commentary for The Nashville Network cable TV 
station in the 1980s.

When Edwards retired in 2012, Reba McEntire 
said in a video tribute: “I’ll never forget the fi rst time 
you interviewed me at the very beginning of my ca-
reer, and I’ll never forget how sweet you were always 
to me.”

In 1982, a story Edwards wrote about the popularity 
of the song “Rocky Top” led the General Assembly to 
declare it a state song.

“He got the ball rolling,” Boudleaux Bryant, the 
song’s co-writer, said at the time.

He also covered sports and a variety of other top-
ics during his AP career, which was spent entirely in 
Nashville. He worked most of the jobs in the Nashville 
bureau, including sports editor, broadcast editor and 
day and night supervisor.

Edwards was among those covering the death of 
Elvis Presley in 1977. He also reported about or ed-
ited stories from more than 20 Country Music Asso-
ciation awards shows.

He was nominated for several AP writing awards in 
the 1970s and 1980s.

“I just show up on time and do what I’m told,” he 
once said.

He wrote often about the syndicated TV show “Hee 
Haw,” and he once appeared on camera with its cast 
members.

Edwards began his AP career in 1970 after graduat-
ing from Eastern Kentucky University. Prior to that, 
he attended Vincennes University in Indiana.

Rabanne

Bryan Adams performs during the Invictus Games closing ceremony in Toronto, on Sept. 30, 2017. Adams is nominated for a Grammy for best rock performance 
for ‘So Happy It Hurts.’ (AP)

Singer Bruce Springsteen and the E 
Street Band perform during their 2023 
tour Wednesday, Feb. 1, at Amalie 

Arena in Tampa, Fla. (AP)

LOS ANGELES: As Lil Wayne was 
honored for his musical achievements, 
the rapper opened up about the little he 
has been recognized previously in his 
career during a pre-Grammy event that 
also paid homage to Dr Dre and Missy 
Elliott.

“I don’t get honored,” Wayne re-
marked Thursday night at the Record-
ing Academy’s Black Music Collective 
event in Los Angeles, where he, Dre and 
Elliott were given the Dr Dre Global 
Impact Award. The honorees received 
the renamed award for their personal and 
professional achievements in the music 
industry.

DJ Khaled presented Wayne with the 
award and a hug, while Drake and Deion 
Sanders paid tribute to him through 
video messages. Swizz Beatz, 2 Chainz 
and Tyga performed some of Wayne’s 
hits as well.

During his acceptance speech, 
Wayne explained how the responsibil-
ity of making adult decisions was fi rst 
placed on his shoulders at age 12, when 
he signed his fi rst record deal with 
Cash Money. The 40-year-old rapper 
thanked his mother, the mothers of his 
children and his kids.

“Where I’m from, New Orleans, 
you’re not supposed to do this,” the fi ve-
time Grammy winner continued as many 
in the audience at the Hollywood Palla-
dium cheered him on. “Where I’m from, 
I walked into my momma room when I 
was 14, she asked me for a kid, because 
my dad was killed and her son had just 
blew up and went on his fi rst tour. When 
I came home, she said, ‘Son, I can’t live 
in this house by myself. We’re going to 
have to fi gure something out.’”

Dre talked about starting his musi-
cal journey with the initial thought of 
making enough money to “buy a decent 
pair of shoes” to wear to school. The 
producer-rapper recalled when he fi rst 
heard hip-hop for the fi rst time in junior 
high school, and spoke about his knack 
for collaborating.

“One of my passions is collabora-
tions,” the seven-time Grammy winner 
said. “I never in my entire career done 
anything alone. I don’t even know if I 
want to be in the studio alone. It sounds 
boring.”

Dre was honored with performances 
by Snoop Dogg, Kurupt and Ty Dolla 
Sign. Dogg performed “Nuthin’ but a 
‘G’ Thang” and “Deep Cover” before 
the threesome joined together to perform 
“Ain’t No Fun (If the Homies Can’t 
Have None),” which was produced by 
Dre.

Some in the audience were moved to 
tears by Elliott’s heartfelt speech praising 
music executive Sylvia Rhone, who also 
received the impact award.

“She saw something in me that I didn’t 
see in myself,” the four-time Grammy 
winner said of Rhone, the Epic Records 
CEO who is regarded as one of the most 
infl uential executives in the industry. 
Rhone made history in 1994 when she 
was named chairman and CEO of Elektra 

Variety

Entertainment Group. At the time, the 
promotion made her the only African 
American and fi rst-ever woman to hold 
the titles. (AP)

❑      ❑      ❑

FLOWERY BRANCH, Ga: The smoke 
was coming from inside the fi re station.

Firefi ghters in suburban Atlanta 
returned from a call to fi nd their own 
breakfast was in fl ames.

The Times of Gainesville reports that a 

Hall County fi re crew accidentally left 
the stove on when they left the station to 
respond to a house fi re.

Other fi refi ghters returned to the Flow-
ery Branch station to fi nd smoke and a 
small fi re.

Fire offi cials say the stove’s fi re sup-
pression system put out the blaze while 
fi refi ghters tried to grab a fi re extin-
guisher.

The stove was lightly damaged, while 
no one was injured. (AP)Dr Dre Missy Elliott

Rock star enjoying remarkably rich period

Adams crafting songs amid Grammy nod
NEW YORK, Feb 4, (AP): Bryan Ad-
ams may have nabbed his fi rst Gram-
my nomination in over two decades, 
but he won’t be at the ceremony. He’s 
got a gig that night. 

The Canadian rock star had commit-
ted to a concert in Las Vegas on Sun-
day and he didn’t want to disappoint 
his fans or his crew by cancelling.

“Work is work. I mean, I’ve got 40 
people in my tour, so I want to make 
sure I keep them in hot food and shoes, 
you know?” he said earlier this week. 

Working hard is a theme for Adams, 
who last year released four albums 
- his 15th studio effort, “So Happy 
It Hurts,” the cast album for “Pretty 
Woman: The Musical” and “Classic” 
and “Classic Pt. II,” which saw him 
re-record songs from his catalog and 
handle most of the instruments.

On Sunday, he’s up in the catego-
ry of best rock performance for “So 
Happy It Hurts,” the title track, which 
includes the lyric “I’m so happy it 
hurts/I’m so glad, it’s outrageous.” His 
last nomination came in 1998 with the 
song “I Finally Found Someone.” 

“I’m absolutely gobsmacked to be 
nominated, especially after such a long 
time. But, I mean, I’m really apprecia-
tive. I don’t think I’m going to win it, 
but I’m happy to be nominated,” he 
said. 

To win, Adams must beat Beck and 
his cover of Neil Young’s “Old Man”; 
“Patient Number 9” by Ozzy Osbourne 
featuring Jeff Beck; The Black Keys’ 
“Wild Child;” Brandi Carlile’s “Bro-
ken Horses”; Idles’ “Crawl!” and 
Turnstile’s “Holiday.” Adams suspects 
“Patient Number 9” will win to honor 
Jeff Beck, who died earlier this year.

If Adams does win, the trophy will 
join the Grammy he won in 1992 for 
best song written for a motion pic-
ture for “(Everything I Do) I Do It for 
You,” which was used on the “Robin 
Hood: Prince of Thieves” soundtrack.

Recorded
This is a remarkably rich period for 

the 63-year-old singer-songwriter. He 
says ideas were coming all the time as 
he crafted “So Happy It Hurts” and he 
recorded more songs than usual. Faced 
with the pandemic, he ended up play-
ing most of the instruments by himself. 

“I’m not a particularly good drum-
mer, but I sure love giving it every eve-
rything I have to try and make it great,” 
he says, laughing. 

The album is filled with gratitude 
and mature love, with optimistic ti-
tles like “You Lift Me Up,” “I’ve 
Been Looking for You” and “Let’s 
Do This.” On the song “These Are 
the Moments That Make Up My 
Life,” he sings “I like to make the 
kids breakfast/I like the family way/I 
like the sound of their laughter/While 
I plan out my day.”

“I think one of the things as a song-
writer which we should actually tap 
into is our truth,” he says. “If you can 
start writing songs that really are about 
your truth and being able to really 

Exuberant Springsteen, E Street
Band launch 1st tour in 6 years
TAMPA, Fla., Feb 4, (AP): It’s been 
six years since Bruce Springsteen 
and the E Street Band embarked 
on a major tour.

Judging by the fi rst show 
Wednesday night in Tampa, Flori-
da, you’d never know it. The Boss 
and his band served notice they are 
back.

At just under three hours, it 
wasn’t quite one of the marathon 
performances the 73-year-old 
Springsteen is best known for. But 
kicking off with “No Surrender” and 
fi nishing with a solo acoustic “I’ll 
See You In My Dreams,” Springs-
teen was in fi ne voice and his big 
band matched his energy.

There were 19 musicians on 
the Amalie Arena stage at various 
points during the show, includ-
ing the core of Springsteen’s wife, 
singer Patti Scialfa, bandana-wear-
ing guitarist Stevie Van Zandt, fel-
low guitarist Nils Lofgren, drummer 
Max Weinberg, bassist Garry Tall-
ent and keyboardist Roy Bittan.

Missing of course was the origi-
nal “Big Man,” sax player Clarence 
Clemons, who died in 2011. But his 
son Jake Clemons didn’t miss a 
beat and ripped off some gorgeous 
solos throughout the night. He was 
backed by a brass section that 
rounded out the big sound.

The 28 songs included favorites 
like “Born To Run,” “Glory Days,” 
“Rosalita,” “Promised Land” and 
“Backstreets.” Yet six songs came 
from Springsteen’s 2020 album 
“Letter To You” and left unplayed at 
least for this performance was the 
classic “Thunder Road.”

There was only one song from 
“The River,” which his 2017 tour 
played in its entirety. That was the 
exuberant “Out In The Street.” And 
the closing acoustic song “Dreams” 
was a staple of his “Springsteen On 

Broadway” performances.
Springsteen’s devoted fans ate 

it all up, with 20,000 people in the 
arena standing for almost the entire 
show. For them, a performance by 
the Boss is a kind of religious expe-
rience that simply must be sought 
out.

“This is a ray of light. This is 
something we’ve been waiting for,” 
said Billy Himmelrich, who came 
over from Delray Beach. 

His wife, Shelly, took it a step 
further: “I listen to his music all the 
time. In a way he’s my spiritual 
leader.”

Springsteen didn’t have a whole 
lot to say to his fans, ripping instead 
through song after song with little 
banter. But he did acknowledge his 
age - and theirs, too.

“At 15, it’s all tomorrows. And at 
73, it’s a whole lot of yesterdays,” 
Springsteen said. “That’s why 
you’ve got to make the most of right 
now.”

And Springsteen delivered. His 
energy was as high as ever, ven-
turing into the crowd and even 
conducting the brass section at 
one point. He shredded numerous 
guitar solos and almost every song 
seemed epic, like a couple of doz-
en encores strung together.

It’s clear he and the band just 
want to play. Fifty years after his 
fi rst two albums were released - 
and before “Born To Run” made 
him a superstar - Springsteen may 
not jump as high, but when he rais-
es his arms, everyone else must as 
well.

Springsteen doesn’t have to 
“Prove It All Night,” but that’s what 
he does. He’s sold around 140 mil-
lion albums, won 20 Grammys, an 
Oscar and a Tony award. Few art-
ists can match those accomplish-
ments.

open up in a way that you can relate 
it to your life without giving too much 
away, I think people will connect with 
it.”

He also dug up his old amps, guitars 
and equipment and began re-recording 
all his hits, like “Summer of ‘69,” 
“Run to You” and “Everything I Do (I 
Do It for You).” He did it after Univer-
sal Music Group refused to return his 
original masters and drew inspiration 
from Taylor Swift, who has begun re-
recording her catalog, too.

“It brought back a lot of memories. 
It brought back memories of, fi rst of 
all, where I was, who I was recording 
with, the amount of work that went 
into making those records and sort of 
the appreciation generally of what I 
was doing back then,” he said. 

“There’s sort of minor alterations to 
things, but generally I stay true to the 

original recordings because I felt that’s 
what people would recognize,” he add-
ed. “Unless it was a live recording, it 
needed to have the same structure and 
emotion.”

This year will fi nd Adams in famil-
iar territory - working. After a spring 
tour of Asia, he hits 26 cities across 
the U.S. this summer, kicking off in 
Baltimore in June with stops in New 
York City, Boston, Denver, Phoenix, 
San Francisco and more. Joan Jett is 
opening.

He also plans a “Classic Pt. III” and 
has recorded three of his early albums 
live at the Royal Albert Hall in London 
that he hopes to release - “Cuts Like 
a Knife,” “Into the Fire” and “Waking 
Up the Neighbors.” 

“It’s super exciting,” he says, and 
then has to go. After all, he has a gig 
on late night TV to prepare for.

Music
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P-22 to aid research

Famed LA lion’s death
spotlights tribal talks
LOS ANGELES, Feb 4, (AP): The life of Los Angeles’ 
most famous mountain lion followed a path known only to 
the biggest of Hollywood stars: Discovered on-camera in 
2012, the cougar adopted a stage name and enjoyed a dec-
ade of celebrity status before his tragic death late last year.

The popular puma gained fame as P-22 and cast a spot-
light on the troubled population of California’s endan-
gered mountain lions and their decreasing genetic diversi-
ty. Now, with his remains stored in a freezer at the Natural 
History Museum of Los Angeles County, wildlife offi cials 
and representatives from the region’s tribal communities 
are debating his next act. 

Biologists and conservationists want to retain samples 
of P-22’s tissue, fur and whiskers for scientifi c testing 

to aid in future wildlife research. 
But some representatives of the 
Chumash, Tataviam and Gabrieli-
no (Tongva) peoples say his body 
should be returned, untouched, to 
the ancestral lands where he spent 
his life so he can be honored with a 
traditional burial.

In tribal communities here, moun-
tain lions are regarded as relatives 
and considered teachers. P-22 is 
seen as an extraordinary animal, 
according to Alan Salazar, a tribal 

member of the Fernandeño Tataviam Band of Mission In-
dians and a descendent of the Chumash tribe who said his 
death should be honored appropriately.

“We want to bury him like he’s a ‘wot,’ like a ‘tomi-
er,’” Salazar said, “which are two of the words for chief or 
leader” in the Chumash and Tataviam languages, respec-
tively. “Because that’s what he was.”

Likely born about 12 years ago in the western Santa 
Monica Mountains, wildlife offi cials believe the aggres-
sion of P-22’s father and his own struggle to fi nd a mate 
amid a dwindling population drove the cougar to cross 
two heavily traveled freeways and migrate east.

He made his debut in 2012, captured on a trail cam-
era by biologist Miguel Ordeñana in Griffi th Park, home 
of the Hollywood sign and part of ancestral Gabrielino 
(Tongva) land.

Promptly tagged and christened P-22 - as the 22nd 
puma in a National Park Service study - he spawned a dec-
ade of devotion among Californians, who saw themselves 
mirrored in his bachelor status, his harrowing journey to 
the heart of Los Angeles and his prime real estate in Grif-
fi th Park amid the city’s urban sprawl. Los Angeles and 
Mumbai are the world’s only major cities where large cats 
live - mountain lions in one, leopards in the other.

Angelenos will celebrate his life on Saturday at the 
Greek Theater in Griffi th Park in a memorial put on by the 
“Save LA Cougars.” P-22 inspired the group to campaign 
for a wildlife crossing over a Los Angeles-area freeway 
that will allow big cats and other animals safe passage 
between the mountains and wildlands to the north. The 
bridge broke ground in April.

P-22s star dimmed last November, when he killed a 
Chihuahua on a dogwalker’s leash in the Hollywood Hills 
and likely attacked another weeks later. Wildlife offi cials 
said the puma seemed to be “exhibiting signs of distress,” 
in part due to aging.

They captured P-22 on Dec. 12 in a residential back-
yard in the trendy Los Feliz neighborhood. Examinations 
revealed a skull fracture - the result of being hit by a car 
- and chronic illnesses including a skin infection and dis-
eases of the kidneys and liver. 

The city’s cherished big cat was euthanized fi ve days 
later. 

Los Angeles mourned P-22 as one of its own, with 
songs, stories and murals crying “long live the king.” 
Post-It notes of remembrance blanketed an exhibit wall 
at the Natural History Museum and children’s paw print 
messages covered a tableau outside the LA Zoo.

While fame is fl eeting for most celebrities, P-22’s leg-
acy lives on - though in what form is now up for debate. 

The Natural History Museum took possession of the 
animal’s remains, prompting swift condemnation by tribal 
leaders who feared P-22s body could be taxidermized and 
put on display. Samples taken during the animal’s nec-
ropsy also are causing concerns among the tribal commu-
nities about burying the cougar intact.

“In order to continue on your journey into the afterlife, 
you have to be whole,” said Desireé Martinez, an archae-
ologist and member of the Gabrielino (Tongva) commu-
nity. 

A year before P-22’s death, Ordeñana - the wildlife bi-
ologist whose camera fi rst spotted the cougar and is now a 
senior manager of community science at the Natural His-
tory Museum - had applied for a permit from the state for 
the museum to receive the mountain lion’s remains when 
he died. Typically an animal carcass would be discarded.

Ordeñana and the state Department of Fish and Wildlife 
have apologized, saying they should have spoken with the 
tribes from the start.

Museum, state and other offi cials began talks with the 
tribes Monday in the hopes of reaching a compromise. Or-
deñana and other scientists are advocating to retain at least 
some of P-22’s tissue samples to preserve future research 
opportunities for the endangered animals as new technolo-
gies and techniques arise.

“We’re trying to see what can we do differently - re-
garding outreach, regarding our process - that is feasible 
for us as an institution,” Ordeñana said, “but respectful of 
both the scientifi c and the cultural-historic legacy of these 
animals.”

Salazar and Martinez, however, do not believe samples 
should be taken from the animal’s remains and held by the 
museum in perpetuity. 

“We’ve been studied like the mountain lion has been 
studied,” Salazar said. “Those bones of my tribal ances-
tors are in boxes so they can be studied by future genera-
tions. We’re not a science project.”

Beth Pratt, California executive director for the Na-
tional Wildlife Federation and a key player in develop-
ing the wildlife crossing, said it’s important to balance the 
different arguments to ensure the diminishing LA cougar 
population has a future.

“We do need data from these animals, even P-22, for 
science,” said Pratt, who calls him “the Brad Pitt” of pu-
mas. 

Chuck Bonham, director of the state Department of Fish 
and Wildlife, said the P-22 discussions have forced his 
agency and others to reckon with their outreach to Cali-
fornia’s tribes.

“I think he’ll live forever in this way,” Bonham said.
Martinez, of the Gabrielino (Tongva) community, said 

the beloved mountain lion’s death also symbolizes how 
humans must take responsibility for respecting animals’ 
lives.

“We are wildlife. We are creatures of nature, just as all 
the animals and plants are,” Martinez said. “What can we 
do to make sure that the creatures that we are sharing this 
nature with have the ability to survive and live on - just 
like us?”

Ecology

This scanning electron microscope image made available by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention shows rod-shaped Pseudomonas aeruginosa bacteria. 
US health officials are advising people to stop using the over-the-counter eye drops, EzriCare Artificial Tears, that have been linked to an outbreak of drug-resistant 
infections of Pseudomonas aeruginosa. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention on Wednesday night, Feb. 1, sent a health alert to physicians, saying the 

outbreak includes at least 55 people in 12 states. One died. (AP)

Ya Ya, the resident female panda at 
the Memphis Zoo, snacks on bam-
boo in her enclosure on Friday, Feb. 
3. Ya Ya has been at the Memphis 
Zoo since 2003 alongside Le Le, who 

passed away Wednesday. (AP)

Discovery

12 new moons around Jupiter: As-
tronomers have discovered 12 new moons 
around Jupiter, putting the total count at a 
record-breaking 92.

That’s more than any other planet in 
our solar system. Saturn, the one-time 
leader, comes in a close second with 83 
confi rmed moons.

The Jupiter moons were added recently 
to a list kept by the International Astro-
nomical Union’s Minor Planet Center, 
said Scott Sheppard of the Carnegie Insti-
tution, who was part of the team.

They were discovered using telescopes 
in Hawaii and Chile in 2021 and 2022, 
and their orbits were confi rmed with fol-
low-up observations.

These newest moons range in size from 
0.6 miles to 2 miles (1 kilometer to 3 kil-
ometers), according to Sheppard.

“I hope we can image one of these 
outer moons close-up in the near future to 
better determine their origins,” he said in 
an email Friday.

In April, the European Space Agency is 
sending a spacecraft to Jupiter to study the 
planet and some of its biggest, icy moons. 
And next year, NASA will launch the Eu-
ropa Clipper to explore Jupiter’s moon 
of the same name, which could harbor 
an ocean beneath its frozen crust. NASA 
chief administrator is Bill Nelson.

Sheppard - who discovered a slew of 
moons around Saturn a few years ago and 
has taken part in 70 moon discoveries so 
far around Jupiter - expects to keep add-
ing to the lunar tally of both gas giants. 
(AP)

❑      ❑      ❑

Giant panda Le Le dies: Giant panda 
Le Le has died, the Memphis Zoo an-
nounced Friday.

The panda, born July 18, 1998, died 
Wednesday, zoo spokesperson Rebecca 
Winchester said in an email. His cause of 
death has yet to be determined as a medi-
cal investigation is pending, the zoo said.

“Le Le’s name translates to ‘happy 
happy,’ and his name perfectly refl ected 
his personality,” the zoo said in a state-
ment. “Le Le was a happy bear that en-
joyed apples, engaging with enrichment 
and relaxing while covering himself with 
freshly shredded bamboo. He had an 
easy-going personality and was a favorite 
of all who met and worked with him over 
the years.”

Le Le’s peaceful death as he slept was 
“sudden and unexpected” with no indica-
tion that he was sick, zoo President and 
CEO Matt Thompson said at a news 
conference Friday. Nothing in video foot-
age from the days leading up to Le Le’s 
death indicated that there was anything 
wrong with him, he said.

Le Le had been at the zoo since 2003 
and was expected to return to China soon 
with female panda Ya Ya as a loan agree-

ment ended with the Chinese Association 
of Zoological Gardens.

Advocacy groups In Defense of Ani-
mals and Panda Voices raised concerns 
about the pandas’ conditions in the past 

and applauded the animals’ planned 
return to China. In recent days, Panda 
Voices members watching the panda cam 
saw Le Le collapse and when they tried to 
get information about his condition, they 

were told there were no known health is-
sues, according to Tom Clemenson, the 
group’s US spokesman.

“We are absolutely devastated,” Clem-
enson said. “Our fi ght continues. We will 
investigate as best we can.” (AP)

❑      ❑      ❑

Man held in monkey theft: The ar-
rest of a 24-year-old man accused of tak-
ing two monkeys from the Dallas Zoo has 
shed some light on a mysterious string 
of events there as police said Friday that 
they’ve also linked him to the escape of a 
small leopard and a gash in the fence of 
another monkey habitat.

What’s still unclear: What police be-
lieve led him to do it.

Davion Irvin, who was arrested Thurs-
day, has been charged with six counts of 
animal cruelty and two counts of burgla-
ry, police said.

Irvin’s arrest followed a sighting of 
him at another home for exotic animals, 
The Dallas World Aquarium, where an 
employee recognized him from news cov-
erage of the missing monkeys.

“We do believe that (Irvin) was looking 
to commit another crime,” Dallas police 
spokeswoman Kristin Lowman said at a 
Friday news conference.

After the two emperor tamarin mon-
keys - named Bella and Finn - went miss-
ing from their enclosure Monday, police 
had released a photo and video of a man 
they said they wanted to talk to. Police 
later said that man was Irvin.

This Jan. 2020, photo provided by Miguel Ordeñana shows a mountain lion 
known as P-22, photographed in Los Angeles. The popular puma gained fame 
as P-22 and shone a spotlight on the troubled population of California’s endan-
gered mountain lions and their decreasing genetic diversity. But it’s the big cat’s 
death - and whether to return his remains to ancestral tribal lands where he 

spent his life - that could posthumously give his story new life. (AP)

Thompson Nelson

Salazar

Updated premiums and deductibles

What’s new for Medicare in 2023?
NEW YORK, Feb 4, (AP): A new year 
means changes to Medicare, including 
updated premiums and deductibles and 
sometimes big policy moves. In 2023, 
there’s a little of everything: Some 
costs have gone down, others have 
increased, and there are some notable 
tweaks to how Medicare works.

Understanding what’s new can help 
you get the most from your Medicare 
benefi ts. Here are some key 2023 up-
dates, according to the Centers for 
Medicare & Medicaid Services.

Part B costs
Medicare Part B is medical insur-

ance that covers needs like doctor 
visits and durable medical equipment, 
such as wheelchairs and walkers. Eve-
ryone pays a Part B monthly premium , 
even people with Medicare Advantage 
plans.

In 2023, the Part B standard premi-
um is $164.90 per month, down from 
$170.10 per month in 2022. If you 
have a higher income, you may pay 
more . The Part B deductible dropped 
to $226 in 2023, down from $233 in 
2022.

Part A costs
Medicare Part A is hospital insur-

ance that covers inpatient stays in a 
hospital or skilled nursing facility. 
Most people don’t pay a premium for 
Part A , but for those who do, those 
premiums increased to $506 per 
month, up from $499 in 2022. And the 
deductible for a hospital stay is $1,600 
in 2023 for each benefi t period, up 
from $1,556 in 2022.

Copays for inpatient stays in hospi-
tals and skilled nursing facilities are 
also up. These are costs per benefi t 
period: 
■ $400 per day for days 61 to 90 in a 
hospital (up from $389).
■ $800 per “lifetime reserve day” after 
day 90 in a hospital, up to a limit of 60 
days in your lifetime (up from $778).
■ $200 per day for days 21 to 100 
in a skilled nursing facility (up from 
$194.50).

Insulin
New this year, insulin costs are 

limited to $35 a month for Medicare 
benefi ciaries, and there is no deduct-
ible. Although the change went into 
effect Jan. 1, plans have a deadline of 
March to put this system in place. If 
you pay more than $35 a month for 
insulin in January and/or February, 
ask your plan about reimbursement 

Eye drops recalled after outbreak
of ‘drug-resistant’ bacteria in US

for the overage.
Starting in July, insulin used with 

a traditional pump covered by Medi-
care will also be capped at $35 for a 
month’s supply.

Medicare
It used to be that for certain Medi-

care sign-up times, your coverage 
started two to three months later, 
which could cause gaps in health care. 
Starting this year, those dates have 
changed.

If you sign up for Medicare the 
month of your 65th birthday or during 
the three months after, your coverage 
now starts the month after you sign up 
. Similarly, if you sign up for Medicare 
during the general enrollment period 
from Jan. 1 to March 31 each year, 
your coverage starts the next month. 
(It used to start July 1.)

Vaccines
All adult vaccines covered under 

Medicare Part D and recommended 
by the Advisory Committee on Immu-
nization Practices are now covered in 

full. This includes the shingles vaccine 
and the tetanus-diphtheria-whooping 
cough vaccine. Previously, these vac-
cines may have been subject to deduct-
ibles and cost sharing.

Advantage plan
Each year, the Centers for Medi-

care & Medicaid Services gives every 
Medicare Advantage plan a star rat-
ing ranging from 1 to 5, with 5 being 
excellent. Overall, the average star 
rating for Medicare Advantage plans, 
weighted by enrollment, is 4.15 in 
2023, down from 4.37 in 2022 . This 
change doesn’t mean quality has 
dropped.

In fact, last year’s plan ratings were 
unusually high because of a pandemic 
policy that applied a natural disaster 
exception to all Medicare Advantage 
plans - instead of just the ones in areas 
affected by something like a hurricane 
or fl ood. As a result, plan ratings in 
2022 were higher than usual, and this 
year’s correction likely represents a 
truer rating of plans.

NEW YORK, Feb 4, (AP): US 
health officials said Thursday a 
company is recalling its over-the-
counter eye drops that have been 
linked to an outbreak of drug-resis-
tant infections.

The Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention this week sent 
a health alert to doctors, saying 
the outbreak included at least 55 
people in 12 states. One died and 
at least five others had permanent 
vision loss.

The infections, including some 
found in blood, urine and lungs, 
were linked to EzriCare Artificial 
Tears. Many said they had used 
the product, which is a lubricant 
used to treat irritation and dry-
ness.

The eye drops are sold under the 
name EzriCare and is made in India 
by Global Pharma Healthcare. The 
Food and Drug Administration said 
the company recalled unexpired 
lots of EzriCare Artificial Tears and 
another product, Delsam Pharma’s 
Artificial Tears.

The FDA recommended the re-
call based on manufacturing prob-
lems including lack of testing and 
proper controls on packaging. The 
agency also blocked import into the 
United States.

The infections were caused by 
a bacteria called Pseudomonas 
aeruginosa. Investigators detected 
the outbreak strain in open Ezri-
Care bottles.

EzriCare, the company that mar-
kets the eye drops in the U.S., said 
it has stopped distributing the eye 
drops. It also has a notice on its 
website urging consumers to stop 
using the product.

Infections were diagnosed in pa-
tients in California, Colorado, Con-
necticut, Florida, New Jersey, New 
Mexico, New York, Nevada, Texas, 
Utah, Washington and Wisconsin. 
A person in Washington died with a 
blood infection.

The outbreak is considered par-
ticularly worrisome because the 
bacteria driving it are resistant to 
standard antibiotics.

Health
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‘6N champs France ‘not fi nished’ with wins and titles’

Ireland dominate Wales to spoil Gatland’s return
CARDIFF, Wales, Feb 4, (AP): Ireland 
justifi ed their status as rugby’s top-
ranked country and the team to beat in 
the Six Nations by using a strong start 
to run over Wales with a 34-10 bonus-
point victory on Saturday, spoiling 
Warren Gatland’s fi rst match since his 
return as coach.

The 2023 tournament’s fi rst game 
was virtually over as a contest inside 
30 minutes, by which time Ireland had 
crossed for almost-identical tries by 
forwards Caelan Doris and James Ryan 
- through close-range carries - and 
a breakaway score by winger James 
Lowe.

It gave the Irish a commanding lead - 
27-3 - that they never looked like relin-

quishing under the roof at Principality 
Stadium despite a second-half rally by 
the Welsh that contained a converted 
46th-minute try from Liam Williams.

Any chance of a close fi nish was 
ended by Williams getting a yellow 

card for an illegal tackle on Ireland 
captain Jonathan Sexton in the 65th. It 
was during the fullback’s absence that 
fl anker Josh van der Flier, the reigning 
world player of the year, went over for 
a fourth try to secure a bonus point.

Ireland coach Andy Farrell wanted 

his players to experience - and savor - 
the white-hot occasion of a test match 
in Cardiff to prepare his team for what 
is to come in a Rugby World Cup year.

They passed the test with fl ying 
colors, befi tting a team that won a test 
series in New Zealand last year and fol-
lowed that up with a clean sweep of au-
tumn victories over South Africa, Fiji 
and Australia.

The Welsh fans were quietened early 
by the fl urry of soft Irish tries but were 
at least roused by a fi ghtback that will 
have pleased Gatland, even if his team 
was ultimately outclassed.

French rugby is tidying up its house.
A new interim president of the fed-

eration was chosen on Friday and Alex-

Zenhaeusern wins
World Cup slalom

Ginnis makes history

CHAMONIX, France, Feb 
4, (AP): Ramon Zenhaeu-
sern threw his ski poles in 
the air Saturday right af-
ter fi nishing the last men’s 
World Cup slalom before 
the world championships.

The Swiss skier had just beaten 
unheralded AJ Ginnis, who was 
just as pleased with his second 
place. Zenhaeusern fi nished 1.02 
seconds ahead of Ginnis, who be-
came the fi rst skier from Greece on 
a World Cup podium.

“That was an emotional outburst,” 
Zenhaeusern said. “I had a long 
drought. That I fi nish with the green 
light and with such an advantage, that 
was a huge relief.”

It was Zenhaeusern’s sixth career 
win but fi rst since December 2020. His 
Swiss teammate Daniel Yule was four-
hundredths further back in third.

“The world champs begin from zero, 
so I enjoy now the moment and world 
champs (slalom) is in two weeks,” Ze-
nhaeusern said.

Olympic champion Clement Noel, 
who led after the fi rst run, and Nor-
wegian favorite Henrik Kristoffersen 
both straddled gates and failed to fi n-
ish their second run.

Wearing bib 45, Ginnis was 21st af-
ter the opening leg before posting the 
fastest time in the second.

“Really unbelievable, a dream,” said 
Ginnis, whose career has been marred 
by knee injuries. “Last year, I tore 
my ACL again so I had to come back 
again. Everything went well today, I 
had luck and I skied well.”

Ginnis, who was born in Greece and 
whose wife is American, was 12 when 
he moved to Austria with his father, a 
ski instructor. He went to the United 
States three years later and compet-

andre Martinez, the former treasurer, 
said he wanted to reduce the infi ghting 
in the administration.

“It’s time to come together, to 
unite and support our France XV with 
pride,” Martinez said.

Former president Bernard Laporte’s 
denials and designs to cling to power 
dragged French rugby through the mud 
for the past fi ve years, even after he 
was convicted in 
court of corrup-
tion charges in 
mid-December. 

He self-
suspended as 
World Rugby 
vice-chairman 
but refused to 
give up the FFR 
presidency for 
six more days. 
Only then he 
suspended him-
self. When the clubs rejected his plan 
to place a surrogate in the presidency, 
Laporte fi nally resigned last week.

But old allegiances die hard.
The disgraced Laporte accepted an 

invite to France’s training camp at 
Marcoussis on Thursday, fi ve years 
after it was raided by police who were 
investigating him. France coach Fabi-
en Galthie and manager Raphael Iban-
ez played under Laporte, who coached 
France to four Six Nations titles in the 
noughties.

“Our mission is a purely sport-
ing one. We invited Bernard because 
France is organizing the World Cup 
thanks to him,” Ibanez said.

For all the turmoil Laporte’s law-
breaking had on the FFR’s business, 
it hasn’t rippled on the fi eld. The Top 
14 has produced the last two European 
club champions and France launches 
on Sunday its bid to win successive Six 
Nations for the fi rst time since 2007, 
Laporte’s last year as the national 
coach.

After its Grand Slam, France’s 
mindset sharpened as it transformed 
from hunter to hunted last year. The 
Tricolors won fi ve more tests - includ-
ing narrow home wins over South Af-
rica and Australia - to go through a cal-
endar year with a fi rst perfect record.

Also, they extended their winning 
streak to a national-record 13 tests. 
After a decade of mediocrity, they are 
keen to put down more markers en 
route to their target of a fi rst World 
Cup triumph.

“Our journey has not fi nished,” 
Galthie stressed. “We are going to get 
better because our team has not yet 
reached the age of maturity.”

Switzerland’s Ramon Zenhaeusern speeds down the course during an alpine ski, men’s World Cup slalom in Chamonix, France. (AP)

ed for the U.S. ski team at the 2017 
worlds.

He was dropped from its program 
following several injuries, and has 
been starting for Greece since 2018. 
His previous best result was 11th from 
a slalom in Austria two years ago.

American skier Jett Seymour fi n-
ished seventh and the Steamboat 
Springs, Colorado native scored World 

Cup points for the fi rst time in 27 
World Cup starts.

“I’m pretty stoked,” Seymour said. 
“I’ve been skiing well both the last two 
years, it just hadn’t come together and 
I’ve had to push through a lot of men-
tal struggles.”

Seymour’s teammate Luke Winters 
fi nished 12th to complete the strong 
showing by the U.S. team.

Ireland’s Andrew Porter (centre), breaks away from a challenge by Wales 
Alun Wyn Jones (right), and teammate during the Six Nations rugby union 
international match between Wales and Ireland at the Principality Stadium 

in Cardiff, Wales. (AP)

Castaneda leads Akron past Kent State

Diego St routs Boise St for MWC lead
SAN DIEGO, Feb 4, (AP): Nathan 
Mensah scored 17 points as No. 22 San 
Diego State raced past Boise State 72-
52 Friday night in a showdown of the 
Mountain West Conference’s top two 
teams despite an off night by Aztecs’ 
leading scorers Matt Bradley and Dar-
rion Trammell.

Keshad Johnson added 10 for SDSU 
(18-5, 9-2), which regained sole posses-
sion of fi rst place. Bradley came in lead-
ing the Aztecs at 13.2 points per game but 
didn’t score until making a jumper with 
9:16 to play, fi nishing with three points. 
Trammell came in averaging 11.1 and 
didn’t score until making a shot earlier in 
the second half, fi nishing with four.

Max Rice scored 16 for Boise State 
(18-6, 8-3), which was without its lead-
ing ballhandler, point guard Marcus 
Shaver Jr., who was out with a high an-
kle sprain. Shaver had a walking boot on 
his right foot. 

BSU beat SDSU three times last year, 
including in championship game of the 
conference tournament. 

The Aztecs raced to a 43-21 halftime 
lead despite getting zero points from 
Bradley and Trammell. Mensah led the 
way with 12 points and Adam Seiko had 
nine. 

Mensah had six points during a 14-0 
run that carried the Aztecs to a 29-10 
lead with 5:47 left before halftime. 
Seiko made two 3-pointers, including 
a 27-footer to cap the run just before a 
timeout. An SDSU team manager who 
goes to the scorer’s table to get stats dur-
ing timeouts was whistled for a techni-
cal for putting his thumb and pinkie up 
to his ear as if to say, “Dial up a 3,” and 
BSU’s Max Rice made both free throws.

Dutcher said he didn’t see it, but fi g-

ured the ref probably thought the man-
ager was taunting BSU.

The combination of SDSU’s defense 
and the absence of Shaver was too much 
for the Broncos. BSU shot only 33.3% 
in the fi rst half and was called for a 
10-second violation late in the fi rst half. 
The Aztecs blocked three shots in the 
fi rst 20 minutes, two by Aguek Arop 
and one by Mensah.

Mensah blocked a shot with three 
minutes left that set up a slam dunk by 
Johnson on an alley-oop pass from Sei-
ko for a 70-50 lead.

Mensah drew 10 fouls and made 9 of 
12 free throws. 

“It’s because he was aggressive,” 
Dutcher said. “Some of them were be-

cause we threw it to him, and two or 
three of them were because he was go-
ing to the offensive glass and they had 
to push him to box him out. I thought he 
played as good a game as he’s played all 
year tonight.”

BSU shot only 36.5% from the fi eld, 
while SDSU shot 51%.

Xavier Castaneda scored 24 points as 
Akron beat Kent State 67-55.

Castaneda shot 6 for 14 (5 for 9 from 
3-point range) and 7 of 9 from the free 
throw line for the Zips (17-6, 9-1 Mid-
American Conference). Enrique Freeman 
added 19 points while going 4 of 6 and 10 
of 12 from the free throw line, and he also 
had 17 rebounds and three blocks. Garvin 
Clarke recorded eight points and fi nished 
3 of 6 from the fi eld. The Zips picked up 
their eighth straight victory.

In this Dec. 8, 2022 fi le photo, Las Vegas Raiders quarterback Derek Carr throws a pass during the fi rst half of 
an NFL football game against the Los Angeles Rams in Inglewood, Calif. Carr said he will not extend the Feb. 15, 

2023, deadline to help facilitate a trade from the Raiders. (AP)

Eagles one of most aggressive teams

4th-down coaching decisions
could prove key in Super Bowl
WASHINGTON, Feb 4, (AP): If the 
Super Bowl comes down to a key 
fourth-down decision, that might bode 
well for the the Philadelphia Eagles.

The analytically inclined Eagles 
have long been one of the NFL’s most 
aggressive organizations when it 
comes to the crucial fourth-down calls. 

Those decisions helped fuel the 
team’s first Super Bowl title five years 

ago under coach Doug Pederson and 
have helped Philadelphia get back to 
the title game this season under his 
successor Nick Sirianni thanks to two 
key fourth-down conversions in the 
first half of the NFC title game against 
San Francisco.

The Eagles have converted more 
fourth downs than any other team in 
the regular season and playoffs com-

bined, despite playing from ahead 
more than any other team this season.

“We have confidence,” Sirianni 
said. “When you go for it on fourth 
down, you put yourself in those sce-
narios all week. We have so many 
meetings about that, of what we’re 
going to do in these scenarios, calls we 
might call, what we would call if 
we’ve already called that and every-
thing like that. You put yourself 
through those calls, but at the end of 
the day, you make the decision because 
you trust the people that are out there 
doing the job.”

Sirianni ranked No. 1 this season the 
Football Outsiders’ Critical Call 
Index, while his Kansas City counter-
part Andy Reid ranked 28th.

The analytics company has one of 
the best models for determining when 
NFL teams should go and when they 
should kick on fourth downs, using its 
win probability model that relies on 
historical play-by-play data adjusted 
for variables such as the strength and 
weaknesses of both teams, injuries and 
other factors.

The Eagles have converted a league-
best 25 fourth-down tries and an 
impressive clip of 71.4%. While much 
of that success has come in short-
yardage situations where quarterback 
Jalen Hurts has thrived on sneaks that 
feature teammates giving him a legal 
push from behind - converting 27 of 
31 runs on third or fourth-and-1 - the 
Eagles also have had success with 
more traditional plays.

Hurts converted a fourth-and-3 on a 
deep pass to DeVonta Smith on the 
opening drive last week against San 
Francisco to set up a touchdown - even 
though the play might have been over-
turned had the 49ers challenged it.

“I’d say the biggest part about it is 
the trust the coaches have in the play-
ers and the players have in the coach,” 
tight end Dallas Goedert said. “If we 
get on the other side of the field, we 
know it’s four-down territory. If we 
get into third-and-manageable, fourth-
and-manageable, it’s just trusting the 
play call. ... The faith and the trust the 
coaches have in the players is pretty 
special.”

Sarah Nurse goal 
electrifi es crowd
SUNRISE, Fla., Feb 4, (AP): The 
cheers at FLA Live Arena were 
the loudest when Sarah Nurse of 
Canada’s women’s team scored 
during the NHL All-Star skills 
competition Friday night.

Nurse used a breakaway move 
made popular by Swedish player 
Peter Forsberg to fool New York 
Rangers goalie Igor Shesterkin in 
a goaltender shooting event, elec-
trifying the crowd.

“One of 
my friends, 
we were 
talking about 
this event, 
and they 
were like, 
‘You should 
try this,’” 
Nurse said. 
She added 
that it didn’t 
even cross 
her mind that 

she was trying the move against the 
reigning Vezina Trophy winner.

“I didn’t even think about it until 
afterwards,” she said with a laugh. 
“I was just like attack the day. Seize 
the moment.” Nurse was joined by 
fellow Canadian team members 
Emily Clark and Rebecca John-
ston and American players Hilary 
Knight and Alex Carpenter as fe-
male hockey players returned to the 
ice to participate in several events 
during skills night.

“The best part of being a part 
of All-Star weekend is the kind of 
visibility it gives our sport,” Clark 
said. “We’re having a lot of fun, 
but we’re super glad we’re able to 

represent women’s hockey and to 
be on the same ice as some of the 
best men in the world.”

Nurse, who is an Olympic gold 
medalist, wore custom skates high-
lighting Black History month and 
the Black Girl Hockey Club, a non-
profi t focused on getting more Black 
girls and women into the sport.

Women’s players spent the 
week bringing awareness to the 
women’s game through different 
activities, including an esports 
gaming event, and Knight, an 
eight-time world champion and 
2018 Olympic gold medalist, said 
they would love to participate 
in more events in future All-Star 
skills challenges. 

Nurse

BASKETBALL

FOOTBALL

Max, Braves go to
salary ‘arbitration’
ST. PETERSBURG, Fla., Feb 4, 
(AP): Pitcher Max Fried went to 
salary arbitration with the Atlanta 
Braves for the second straight 
year, asking for $15 million in-
stead of the team’s $13.5 million 
offer.

The 29-year-old left-hander 
went 14-7 for the second straight 
season and lowered his ERA to 
2.48 from 3.04 in 2021. Fried was 
a fi rst-time All-Star last season, 
was second to Miami’s Sandy Al-
cantara in Cy Young Award vot-
ing and was third in the National 
League in ERA behind Alcantara 
and Julio Urías with the Los An-
geles Dodgers. 

Fried won a $6.85 million sal-
ary last year instead of the team’s 
$6.6 million proposal in arbitra-
tion. 

❑     ❑     ❑

AL batting champion Luis 
Arraez won his arbitration case 
Thursday and will get a $6.1 mil-
lion salary from the Miami Mar-
lins, who acquired the All-Star 
infi elder from the Minnesota 
Twins last month.

Miami argued for $5 million 
during a hearing Wednesday be-
fore John Stout, Mark Burstein 
and Scott Buchheit. Arraez re-
ceived a raise from $2.2 million.

Marlins pitcher Jesús Lu-
zardo went to a hearing Thurs-
day and asked for a raise from 
$715,000 to $2.45 million, while 
Miami proposed $2.1 million. 
The case was heard by Stout, 
Melinda Gordon and Richard 
Bloch, who were expected to is-
sue their decision Friday.

❑     ❑     ❑

The Chicago White Sox ac-
quired reliever Franklin Ger-
man in a trade with the Boston 
Red Sox.

The White Sox sent minor 
league right-hander Theo Den-
linger to Boston for German, 
who made his major league debut 
in September. Right-hander Ja-
son Bilous was designated for as-
signment to make room for Ger-
man on Chicago’s 40-man roster.

BASEBALL

RUGBY
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‘Outstanding leader’ Payton 
named Broncos head coach
ENGLEWOOD, Colo., Feb 4, (AP): The 
Denver Broncos named Sean Payton the 
20th head coach in franchise history Friday, 
40 days after fi ring rookie head coach Na-
thaniel Hackett.

“Sean Payton is an outstanding leader and 
Super Bowl champion with a brilliant of-
fensive mind. He shares our commitment to 
winning championships for Broncos Coun-
try and we’re excited to welcome him as 
our new head coach,” owner and CEO Greg 
Penner said in a statement.

“Sean knows how to build a champion-
ship culture with high expectations. He 
coaches with intensity and attention to de-
tail while setting and maintaining high stan-
dards. Sean pours his heart and soul into 
winning with preparation, creativity and a 
genuine love of the game.”

The Broncos reached an agreement earli-
er this week to compensate the New Orleans 
Saints, who had Payton under contract for 
two more years. 

A person familiar with the negotiations 
told The Associated Press on Tuesday 
that the Saints would receive the Broncos’ 
fi rst-round selection, No. 29 overall, in this 
year’s draft and a 2022 second-rounder and 
the Broncos would receive New Orleans’ 
third-round selection next year.

Payton, 59, will be formally introduced 

Monday at team headquarters. He has al-
ready been busy interviewing candidates for 
his coaching staff.

Payton, who worked in broadcasting this 
season after stepping down from the Saints 
when Drew Brees retired, went 152-89 in 
15 seasons with New Orleans and 9-8 in the 
playoffs. He led the Saints to a 31-17 win 
over the Indianapolis Colts in the Super 
Bowl following the 2009 season. 

“It is rare in any sport to hire a head 
coach with Sean’s credentials and we ap-
preciate the first-class manner in which 
the Saints approached this process,” 
Penner said. “We also appreciated the op-
portunity to meet and learn from the other 
highly qualified, outstanding coaches we 
interviewed.

“Our goal was to identify a strong leader 
for the Denver Broncos who is focused on 
winning, and we found him in Coach Pay-
ton.”

Payton’s fi rst order of business after 
building his staff will be to help quarter-
back Russell Wilson navigate a comeback 
following the worst statistical season of his 
11-year NFL career.

Orlando Magic center Moritz Wagner (right), works towards the basket against Min-
nesota Timberwolves center Rudy Gobert during the second half of an NBA basket-

ball game in Minneapolis. (AP)

Magic down Timberwolves 
after 5 ejected for fighting

Suns hold off Celtics

MINNEAPOLIS, Feb 4, (AP): 
Cole Anthony had 20 points 
and fellow reserve Moritz 
Wagner scored 19 as Orlan-
do’s bench propelled the Mag-
ic to a 127-120 win against the 
Minnesota Timberwolves that 
included a fight between the 
teams and five player ejections 
Friday night.

The brawl broke out in front of the 
Orlando bench late in the third quarter, 
when Minnesota guard Austin Rivers 
and Magic center Mo Bamba got into an 
altercation. Bamba came off the bench 
and Rivers threw punches at him in a 
tussle that spilled over to include sev-
eral others on the court.

As play initially continued at the far end, 
Jalen Suggs pulled Rivers away from Bamba 
and to the ground while other players joined 
in. Rivers, Jaden McDaniels and Taurean 
Prince were ejected for the Timberwolves, 
who had lost forward Kyle Anderson earlier 
in the game due to injury. Bamba and Suggs 
were tossed for Orlando.

Trail Blazers 124, Wizards 116
In Washington, Anfernee Simons scored 

20 of his 33 points in the third quarter and 
Portland erased a 20-point defi cit, snapping 
Washington’s six-game winning streak.

Simons made six of Portland’s nine 
3-pointers in the third, and the Trail Blazers 
fi nally caught and passed the Wizards in the 
fourth. Simons fi nished 9 of 12 from beyond 
the arc.

Damian Lillard added 29 points for Port-
land, which has won fi ve of six.

Suns 106, Celtics 94
In Boston, Mikal Bridges scored 25 

points and Dario Saric had 14 with 13 re-
bounds to lead Phoenix over Boston and 
send the NBA-leading Celtics to their fourth 
loss in six games. 

Chris Paul added 15 points, eight assists 
and six rebounds for Phoenix, which had 
a 20-point, second-quarter lead trimmed to 
one by the end of the third. The Suns opened 
the fourth with eight straight points to turn 
back Boston’s rally. 

Jaylen Brown scored 27 points and Jay-

son Tatum had 20 for the Celtics, who 
were coming off a 43-point victory over 
the Brooklyn Nets. But the two Boston All-
Stars shot a combined 12 for 36 from the 
fl oor and 6 for 22 from 3-point range.

76ers 137, Spurs 125
In San Antonio, Joel Embiid had 33 points 

and 10 rebounds and Philadelphia sent San 
Antonio to its eighth straight loss.

Tyrese Maxey had 25 points and James 
Harden added 16 for Philadelphia, which 
has the third-best record in the Eastern Con-
ference.

San Antonio rookie Malaki Branham set 
a season high for the second straight game 
with 26 points, eclipsing the 22-point outing 
he had Wednesday in a loss to Sacramento. 
Keldon Johnson added 18 points and Jakob 
Poeltl had 16 points and 10 rebounds in San 
Antonio’s fi nal home game before embark-
ing on a nine-game road trip that ends Feb. 
28. 

Raptors 117, Rockets 111
In Houston, Fred VanVleet scored 32 

points, Gary Trent Jr. added 29 and Toronto 
Raptors ended a two-game skid. 

After the Raptors were up by double-
digits for most of the fourth quarter, fi ve 
straight free throws by the Rockets cut the 
lead to 110-104 with about 30 seconds left. 
Pascal Siakam, who had 23 points, then 
made two free throws. 

Both teams made two free throws be-
fore Daishen Nix’s basket cut Houston’s 
deficit to six again. VanVleet made one 
of two free throws before a 3 by Jabari 
Smith Jr. made it 115-111 with 1.2 sec-
onds to go. Trent added two free throws 
to secure the victory.  

Pistons 118, Hornets 112
In Detroit, Saddiq Bey scored 22 points, 

including a tiebreaking 3-pointer with 32.1 
seconds left, and Detroit rallied to beat 
Charlotte.

Mason Plumlee missed fi ve free throws in 
the last 6:04 as Detroit outscored Charlotte 
27-18 in the fourth quarter.

Jaden Ivey had 24 points for the Pistons, 
Jalen Duren had 13 points and 13 rebounds, 
and Isaiah Stewart had eight points and 16 
rebounds as Detroit outrebounded Charlotte 
51-37.

LeMelo Ball had 23 points, eight assists 
and eight rebounds for the Hornets before 
fouling out. Terry Rozier added 23 points.

Pacers 107, Kings 104
In Indianapolis, Buddy Hield scored 21 

points against his former team and Indiana 
beat Sacramento to stop a four-game losing 
streak.

Hield shot 5 of 9 from 3-point range. Aar-
on Nesmith added 17 points for the Pacers, 
going 4 for 7 on 3s. Myles Turner had 14 
points and 13 rebounds.

Harrison Barnes led the Kings with 
23 points. Kevin Huerter scored 16, and 
Domantas Sabonis and Terence Davis each 
had 15. The Kings were without leading 
scorer De’Aaron Fox, who sat out for per-
sonal reasons.

Hawks 115, Jazz 108
In Salt Lake City, Trae Young had 27 

points and six assists to lead Atlanta past 
Utah. 

De’Andre Hunter scored 26 points for the 
Hawks. Onyeka Okongwu had 15 points and 
11 rebounds, and Dejounte Murray added 13 
points and eight assists. 

Atlanta won for the third time in the 
team’s last four road games. The Hawks had 
28 assists on 44 baskets and scored 56 points 
in the paint.

Atlanta Hawks guard Trae Young (11) 
drives as Utah Jazz guard Collin Sexton 
(right), defends during the first half of an 
NBA basketball game in Salt Lake City. 

(AP)

BASKETBALL

FOOTBALL

NBA Results/Standings

WASHINGTON, Feb 4, (AP): Results and standings from the NBA games on Friday.

Indiana 107 Sacramento 104
Portland 124 Washington 116
Detroit 118 Charlotte 112
Phoenix 106 Boston 94

Philadelphia 137 San Antonio 125
Toronto 117 Houston 111
Orlando 127 Minnesota 120
Atlanta 115 Utah 108

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

 W L Pct GB
Boston 37 16 .698 —
Philadelphia 34 17 .667 2
Brooklyn 31 20 .608 5
New York 28 25 .528 9
Toronto 24 30 .444 13-1/2

Southeast Division
 W L Pct GB
Miami 29 24 .547 —
Atlanta 27 26 .509 2
Washington 24 27 .471 4
Orlando 21 32 .396 8
Charlotte 15 39 .278 14-1/2

Central Division
 W L Pct GB
Milwaukee 35 17 .673 —
Cleveland 32 22 .593 4
Chicago 24 27 .471 10-1/2
Indiana 25 29 .463 11
Detroit 14 39 .264 21-1/2

Western Conference
Southwest Division

 W L Pct GB
Memphis 32 20 .615 —
Dallas 28 25 .528 4-1/2
New Orleans 26 27 .491 6-1/2
San Antonio 14 39 .264 18-1/2
Houston 13 39 .250 19

Northwest Division
 W L Pct GB
Denver 36 16 .692 —
Minnesota 28 27 .509 9-1/2
Portland 26 26 .500 10
Utah 27 27 .500 10
Oklahoma City 24 27 .471 11-1/2

Pacific Division
 W L Pct GB
Sacramento 29 22 .569 —
LA Clippers 29 26 .527 2
Phoenix 28 26 .519 2-1/2
Golden State 26 26 .500 3-1/2
LA Lakers 25 28 .472 5
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Sports
Denis Kudla of the USA returns 
the ball to Amir Milushev of 
Uzbekistan during a singles Davis 
Cup qualifi er tennis match between 
Uzbekistan and the USA in Tashkent, 
Uzbekistan. The USA sweep into 
Davis Cup Finals with victory over 
Uzbekistan. (AP)

Everton stun leaders Arsenal, 
more EPL misery for Liverpool

Man U edge Palace, Casemiro suspended after red

LIVERPOOL, England, 
Feb 4, (AP): Arsenal lost 
in the Premier League for 
just the second time this 
season as Everton pulled 
off a surprising 1-0 win 
over the leaders on Satur-
day in its fi rst match under 
new manager Sean Dyche.

A couple of Dyche’s former 
players at Burnley did the business 
for him at a lively Goodison Park.

James Tarkowski headed in an in 
swinging corner to the far post from 
Dwight McNeil for the winning goal 
in the 60th minute, capping a perfor-
mance of intensity and desire from a 
team that started the match in next-to-
last place.

Arsenal tasted defeat in the league 
for the fi rst time since losing at Man-
chester United on Sept. 4.

Second-place Manchester City can 
trim the gap to Arsenal to two points 
with a win at Tottenham on Sunday, 
though Arsenal would still have a 
game in hand.

It will go down as one of Arsenal’s 
worst performances of the season, at 
a time when Mikel Arteta’s team was 
looking in prime shape to go on and 
win the league for the fi rst time since 
2004.

Everton showed improved shape 
and organization under Dyche, char-
acteristics he demanded of his well-
drilled Burnley teams over the years 
and ones he sees as integral if his new 
club is to preserve its 69-year top-
fl ight status.

Everton had the better of the fi rst-
half chances, with Dominic Calvert-
Lewin unable to get enough on the 
ball from two yards out after Amadou 
Onana surged down the left and sent 
in a cross before Abdoulaye Doucoure 
headed wide from McNeil’s cross.

Bukayo Saka had a weak shot 
cleared off line and Arsenal teammate 

Eddie Nketiah blazed high and wide, 
but the visitors were often hounded out 
of possession in midfi eld and struggled 
to keep their composure.

Indeed, frustrations boiled over in 
stoppage time as Arsenal left back Olek-
sandr Zinchenko clashed with Everton 
substitute Neal Maupay off the ball.

Jorginho, signed on Tuesday from 
Chelsea, came on as a second-half sub-
stitute for his Arsenal debut but didn’t 
make a signifi cant impression.

Everton, which claimed their fi rst 
victory since Oct. 22, had lost every 
game since the restart after the World 
Cup except for a draw at second-place 
Man City.

 After reigniting hopes of a Premier 
League title challenge, Manchester 
United were left counting the cost of 
Casemiro’s red card in the 2-1 win 
against Crystal Palace.

The Brazil international was sent off 
in the second half for grabbing Palace 
midfi elder Will Hughes by the neck 
and will now serve a three-match ban 
for violent conduct.

United are already without Christian 
Eriksen for the majority of the rest of 
the season because of an ankle injury 
and must now cope with the loss of an-
other infl uential midfi elder.

Casemiro was sent off in the 70th 
minute, shortly after Marcus Rashford 
had put Erik ten Hag’s team 2-0 up.

Following a tussle between both sets 
of players on the sideline, VAR asked 
referee Andre Marriner to review the 
footage of Casemiro and the decision 
was a straight red.

His absence was immediately felt as 
Palace set up a tense fi nish, with Jef-
frey Schlupp scoring six minutes after 
Casemiro’s dismissal.

Bruno Fernandes had opened the 
scoring early on from the penalty spot 
and United looked set to cruise to vic-
tory when Rashford added a second.

But in front an increasingly nervous 
Old Trafford crowd, Palace dominated 
once the home team was reduced to 10 
men.

United held on for the win to move 
within eight points of leader Arsenal, 
which lost 1-0 at Everton in the earlier 
kick off.

Liverpool’s troubles continued after 
losing to Wolverhampton 3-0. 

A season after being in the hunt for 
an unprecedented quadruple of tro-
phies, Liverpool looks in danger of 
fi nishing mid-table in the league or 
perhaps worse. 

The team have lost seven times in 
the league and their hopes of salvag-
ing the campaign by qualifying for the 
Champions League look increasingly 
unlikely. 

Cremonese lose again in Serie A
MILAN, Feb 4, (AP): Cremonese’s 
Serie A future grew ever more bleak 
on Saturday when they failed to con-
tinue their cup exploits in the league.

Cremonese lost at home to Lecce 
2-0 to leave them rock bottom of Se-
rie A, 10 points from safety.

Lecce inched 10 points above the 
relegation zone.

Cremonese were without a Serie 
A win this season but had beaten 

Napoli and Roma to reach the Ital-
ian Cup semifi nals for the fi rst time 
in 36 years and only the second time 
ever.

However, their league woes deep-
ened when Lecce scored twice in the 
second half.

Federico Baschirotto headed in 
Morten Hjulmand’s cross and Gabri-
el Strefezza curled a delightful effort 
into the top left corner.

Everton’s Vitaliy Mykolenko (left), challenges for the ball with Arsenal’s Bukayo Saka during the English Premier League soccer match between Everton and Arsenal at Goodison Park in Liver-
pool, England. (AP)SOCCER

Wolverhampton Wanderers’ Ruben 
Neves celebrates scoring his side’s 
third goal of the game, during the 
English Premier League soccer 
match between Wolverhampton 
Wanderers and Liverpool, at Mo-
lineux Stadium, in Wolverhampton, 

England 2023. (AP)

Frankfurt defeat Hertha

Union go top as Dortmund rout Freiburg
BERLIN, Feb 4, (AP): American for-
ward Jordan Pefok scored late to shoot 
Union Berlin back to the top of the 
Bundesliga after beating Mainz 2-1 on 
Saturday.

Pefok came on as a substitute for 
opening goal-scorer Kevin Behrens 
in the 79th minute. Five minutes later 
he scored the winner to lift Union two 
points clear of Bayern Munich and 
Borussia Dortmund.

It was Pefok’s fi rst goal since Sep-
tember.

Dortmund routed 10-man Freiburg 
5-1 to move to third behind Bayern on 
goal difference.

Bayern visit Wolfsburg on Sunday 
when the 10-time defending champion 
can reclaim fi rst place.

Also, Eintracht Frankfurt defeated 
Hertha Berlin 3-0, Cologne drew with 
Leipzig 0-0, and Bochum defeated 
Hoffenheim 5-2.

Mergim Berisha scored for Augs-
burg to beat Bayer Leverkusen 1-0 and 
deal the visitors their second consecu-
tive Bundesliga defeat.

Berisha capitalized on some poor 
Leverkusen defending to head in Arne 
Engels’ corner for what proved to be 
the winning goal in the 55th minute.

Leverkusen’s second straight defeat 

after last Sunday’s 2-0 loss at Borus-
sia Dortmund dented the club’s hopes 
of European qualifi cation. That defeat 
in Dortmund was the team’s fi rst after 
fi ve straight wins.

Leverkusen coach Xabi Alonso sent 
on young star Florian Wirtz for the last 
half hour, then more attacking players 
as the time dwindled, but none were 
able to force an equalizer against the 
home team’s tightly packed defense.

Moussa Diaby went closest for Lev-
erkusen when he struck the post in a 
scrappy fi rst half.

Augsburg climbed fi ve points above 
the relegation zone while Leverkusen 
remained stuck in ninth place ahead of 
the rest of the 19th round.

❑        ❑        ❑

Elche ended their excruciatingly 
long wait for a win in the Spanish 
league  after Pere Milla scored a hat 
trick to beat Villarreal 3-1 at home.

Last-placed Elche, a modest club 
from southern Spain, endured the en-
tire fi rst half of the league without a 
single win.

The victory fi nally came in Round 

20 against a Villarreal side that beat 
Real Madrid last month and is fi ghting 
for a Champions League berth.

Elche, playing under their third 
coach of the campaign, will still need a 
major turnaround to avoid relegation. 
They have just nine points and sit 11 
points from safety.

Milla, playing in his fourth season 
at Elche, opened the scoring when he 
fi red a defl ected ball past Pepe Reina 
three minutes after kickoff in Elche.

Gerard Moreno equalized in the 
22nd with his eighth goal across all com-
petitions from a pass by Álex Baena.

But Milla converted two penalties in 
the 48th and 52nd to ensure the 18,000 
fans who turned out could fi nally have 
a reason to celebrate. The spectators 
did the wave at Martinez Valero Sta-
dium in the fi nal minutes of the game.

That doubled Milla’s tally of goals 
in the league this season to six.

Villarreal stayed in fi fth place, three 
points from the Champions League po-
sitions, after a second straight loss for 
Quique Setién’s team.

Also, Espanyol came back to draw 
at home with Osasuna 1-1 in a game 
both teams fi nished with 10 men after 
their players received second bookings 
shortly before halftime.

Mainz O5’s Leandro Barreiro (left), fi ghts Berlin’s Janik Haberer during the German Bundesliga soccer match be-
tween Union Berlin and FSV Mainz 05 in Berlin, Germany. (AP)

SOCCER

Joel Matip’s own goal, Craig Daw-
son’s debut strike, and Ruben Neves’ 
effort sealed the win for Wolverhamp-
ton.

Wolves were plunged into the relega-
tion zone by Everton’s upset of Arsenal 
hours earlier, but responded impres-
sively by scoring three goals or more in 
a game for the fi rst time in 11 months.

Liverpool were left in 10th after a 
third straight away loss in the league.

Defender Matip put the ball into his 
own net after fi ve minutes and Dawson 
struck from close range in the 12th. 
Neves slotted in from six meters to 
complete the scoring in the 71st.

Kelechi Iheanacho scored a goal and 
set up two others to help Leicester beat 
Aston Villa 4-2.

The Nigeria forward’s fi rst-half 
pluck allowed Leicester to snap a fi ve-
game winless run in league play. It was 
Villa’s fi rst loss in its past fi ve league 
matches.

Iheanacho stole the ball from de-
fender Boubacar Kamara and passed 
to James Maddison, who slotted home 
to equalize shortly after Ollie Watkins’ 
ninth-minute goal at Villa Park.

Villa went ahead on Harry Souttar’s 
own goal in the 32nd then Iheanacho 
made it 2-2 by heading in a cross from 
Harvey Barnes in the 41st.

Iheanacho fed new arrival Tete, who 
rounded goalkeeper Emiliano Martin-
ez and put Leicester ahead in fi rst-half 
stoppage time.

Dennis Praet made it 4-2 in the 79th 
for Brendan Rodgers’ team.

Brentford moved into the English 
Premier League top six after dispatch-
ing Southampton 3-0.

Goals by Ben Mee, Bryan Mbeumo 
and Mathias Jensen extended Brent-
ford’s unbeaten run to nine in the 
league stretching back to October. 

Their fl uid front four of Josh Dasil-
va, Ivan Toney, Yoane Wissa and 
Mbeumo simply tormented the South-
ampton defense.

Southampton was game for 40 min-
utes then capitulated. 

The goal the hosts were threaten-
ing arrived when Mbeumo spun out of 
trouble on the left wing and swung in 
a cross which Mee met with a power-
ful header.

Mee also banged heads with defend-
er Mohammed Salisu and both needed 
prolonged treatment. When play re-
started, the Bees doubled their lead 
with another clinical, sweeping attack.

Using the outside of his left boot 
like a pitching wedge, Dasilva spread 
the ball out wide to Wissa, who cut 
inside and provided a low cross for 
Mbeumo to tap in.

As disgruntled Saints fans took out 
their frustration on manager Nathan 
Jones, Brentford piled on the misery 
with 10 minutes to go when Rico Hen-
ry’s cross was headed in by Jensen to 
wrap up another impressive win.

One of Jones’ substitutions was met 
with a chorus of “You don’t know what 
you’re doing.” After the third goal, the 
mood worsened with “You’re getting 
sacked in the morning” and “Nathan 
Jones, get out of our club” ringing out 
from one angry corner of the ground.

Southampton have lost eight of  
their last nine matches.

 Enzo Fernandez’s debut for Chel-
sea fi zzled out as Fulham earned a 
worthy 0-0 draw at Stamford Bridge .

Fernandez, the most expensive 
player in British soccer history, was 
largely kept subdued. Chelsea were 
left stranded in ninth and  their indif-
ferent form was extended to one win in 
six in the league.

Fulham proved they were not nec-
essary to spend 315 million pounds 
($380 million) in the January transfer 
window to sit in the upper reaches of 
the top-fl ight. Marco Silva’s well-
drilled team made the host look tooth-
less at times at the end of a week in 
which they spent 106.5 million pounds 
to land World Cup winner Fernandez.
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