
THE FIRST ENGLISH LANGUAGE DAILY IN FREE KUWAIT
Established in 1977 / www.arabtimesonline.com

FRIDAY-SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 3-4, 2023 / RAJAB 12-13, 1444 AH emergency number 112 NO. 18209 16 PAGES 150 FILS

basketball

ice hockey

Pages 15 & 16

Page 15

Centers designated

Bivalent COVID vaccine free ... on for 3 months
By Saeed Mahmoud Saleh 

Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 2: The Ministry of Health has launched the bivalent 
vaccination campaign against Covid-19, indicating the campaign will last 
for three months starting from Feb 2, 2023 and the vaccine will be free of 
charge.

In a recent press statement, the ministry urged citizens and expatriates, who 
are 18 years old and above, to visit one of the 16 designated vaccination cen-
ters from 3:00 pm to 8.00 pm Sunday to Thursday depending on their address 
in the civil identification card.

Following are the designated vaccination centers per health district: 
Capital Health District: Shaikha Fetouh Salman Al-Sabah Medical Cen-

ter in Shamiya; Jassem Al-Wazzan Medical Center in Mansouriya; Jaber Al-
Ahmad Medical Center 

Farwaniya Health District: Omariya Medical Center; Abdullah Al-
Mubarak Medical Center; Andalus Medical Center; Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh Medi-
cal Center 

Hawally Health District: Salwa Specialized Medical Center; Mahmoud 
Hajji Haidar Medical Center; Rumaithiya Medical Center 

Ahmadi Health District: Fintas Specialized Medical Center; Fahaheel 
Specialized Medical Center 

Mubarak Al-Kabeer Medical District: Adan Specialized Medical Center 
Jahra Health District: Al-Naaeem Medical Center; Al-Oyoun Medical 

Center; Saad Al-Abdullah Medical Center (Block 10) 

The ministry also affirmed the availability of primary and booster shots for 
young people – 12 years old to 17 years old -- at Abdulrahman Al-Zaid Medi-
cal Center in Mishref; in addition to the first and second doses of the primary 
vaccines for those who are five years old and above.

It stressed the need for those who have not been vaccinated to take the 
primary and booster doses, followed by the bivalent vaccine after two 
months. The bivalent vaccine is aimed at improving resistance of indi-
viduals, boosting the effect of primary doses and minimizing the harm-
ful effect of Covid-19; thereby, limiting the chances of confinement in 
intensive care units (ICUs), especially those most vulnerable to infection. 
The bivalent vaccine strengthens protection against the different strains of 
Covid-19 including Omicron, the ministry explained.

KUWAIT CITY: Under the kind patronage of His 
Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah the Youth Public Authority exhibi-
tion (YPA EXPO) opened at Mubarakiya Market on 
Thursday afternoon with large number of young entre-
preneurs and owners of small and medium enterprises 
(SMEs) taking part.

His Highness the Amir’s Representative, the Minis-
ter of Amiri Diwan Affairs Sheikh Mohammad Ab-
dullah Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah attended the opening 
ceremony. (KUNA)

❑       ❑       ❑

RIYADH: King Salman bin Abdulaziz issued a de-
cree on Thursday naming Ayman Al-Sayari as re-
placement to governor of the Saudi Central Bank Dr. 
Fahad Al-Mubarak with the rank of minister.

Another royal decree named Dr. Al-Mubarak as ad-
visor to the Royal Court with the rank of minister, the 
Saudi Press Agency reported. (KUNA)

❑       ❑       ❑

KUWAIT CITY: Kuwaiti Deputy Prime Minister 
and Oil Minister Bader Al-Mulla confi rmed Thurs-
day Kuwait’s full commitment to decisions taken by 
OPEC+ alliance to guarantee stable energy supplies to 
global market.

Al-Mulla made the remarks in a statement by his 
ministry, after participating in a Joint Ministerial 
Monitoring Committee (JMMC) meeting to monitor 
production, which was held via teleconference last 
night. (KUNA)

❑       ❑       ❑

BRUSSELS: The European Commission Wednesday 
announced the appointment of Marion Lalisse as its 
new Coordinator on combating anti-Muslim hatred.

Lalisse, a French national, will work with EU Mem-
ber States, European institutions, civil society and 
academia to strengthen policy responses in the fi eld of 
anti-Muslim hatred, it said in a press release.

In her new role, the Coordinator will be the main 
point of contact for organisations working in this fi eld 
in the EU. (KUNA)

❑       ❑       ❑

JERUSALEM: Chad will open an embassy in Israel, 
four years after the countries restored diplomatic rela-
tions, Israel’s Prime Minister’s Offi ce said Wednes-
day.

Benjamin Netanyahu’s offi ce said the embassy 
would be inaugurated on Thursday as part of Chadian 
President Mahamat Deby’s state visit to Israel.

Netanyahu visited the central African state in Janu-
ary 2019 as part of Israel’s push to establish diplomat-
ic ties with Muslim states. The following year Israel 
signed normalization agreements with Morocco, Bah-
rain, Sudan and the United Arab Emirates as part of 
the U.S.-brokered “Abraham Accords.” (AP)

Targeting Iran, US tightens Iraq dollar flow ... causing pain

Drug bust ‘biggest-ever’
International gang cell raided

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 2, (KUNA): Kuwaiti authorities have 
made their largest-ever seizure of illegally-obtained Lyrica 
(pregabalin) pills, some 15 million, and half a tonne of the 
drug in raw powder form, the Interior Ministry said on 
Wednesday.

The drugs were found in the posession of an “international gang for-
mation” during a raid on a storage den conducted under the direct su-
pervision of First Deputy Prime Minister, Interior Minister and Acting 
Defence Minister Sheikh Talal Khaled Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, the minis-
try said.

Authorities received information indicating the existence of a gang for-
mation that obtains the tablets, alongside the drug in powder form, which it 
packages in capsules and sells, read a statement by the ministry.

After further investigations confirming the validity of the findings, and af-
ter obtaining legal permission, a storage den housing the narcotics was raided 

and searched.
Some four people were arrested at the scene, with some 15 million tablets 

confiscated. Tablet compression and manufacturing devices and equipment 
alongside a large amount of packages were also seized.

“Attempts to flood the country with this scourge have become more fero-
cious and professional, especially in the fields of promotion and smuggling,” 
the statement quoted Minister Sheikh Talal Al-Khaled as saying.

“We must double our efforts and take a stand to confront this danger in 
full force, to fight it and to eliminate it in order to protect the youth of the 
country,” he added.

The drug bust, which falls under the directives of the First Deputy Prime 
Minister and Interior Minister, underlines efforts to “decisively address and 
conduct preemptive raids on drug dealers and smugglers, protect the coun-
try’s youth from the dangers of this devastating scourge, and to tackle gang 
formations specialised in transporting and promoting drugs, psychotropic 
substances and intoxicants.”

BAGHDAD, Feb 2, (AP): For months, the United States has 
restricted Iraq’s access to its own dollars, trying to stamp out 
what Iraqi officials describe as rampant money laundering that 
benefits Iran and Syria. Iraq is now feeling the crunch, with a 
drop in the value of its currency and public anger blowing back 
against the prime minister.

The exchange rate for the Iraqi dinar has jumped to around 
1,750 to the dollar at street exchanges in some parts of the 
country, compared to the official rate of 1,460 dinars to the 
dollar. 

In Baghdad, exchange houses were closed on Thursday, 
while the Kurdistan Regional Government banned exchange 
companies in Sulaimaniyah from making transfers. 

Mustafa Al-Karawi, a member of the parliamentary budget 
committee, told the state news agency that the Central Bank 
“must meet the requirements of the Federal Reserve to...reduce 
the scarcity of hard currency in the country.” He said new do-

mestic procedures would be rolled out to improve access to cur-
rency, while a delegation of Iraqi officials will travel to the U.S. 
for negotiations next Friday.

The devaluation has already sparked protests. If it persists, 
analysts said, it could challenge the mandate of the government 
formed in October after a yearlong political stalemate.

The dinar’s deterioration comes even though Iraq’s foreign 
currency reserves are at an all-time high of around $100 bil-
lion, pumped up by spiking global oil prices that have brought 
increasing revenues to the petroleum-rich nation. 

But accessing that money is a different story. 
Since the U.S. invasion of Iraq in 2003, Iraq’s foreign curren-

cy reserves have been housed at the United States’ Federal Re-
serve, giving the Americans significant control over Iraq’s sup-
ply of dollars. The Central Bank of Iraq requests dollars from 
the Fed and then sells them to commercial banks and exchange 
houses at the official exchange rate through a mechanism known 

as the “dollar auction.” 
In the past, daily sales through the auction often exceeded 

$200 million per day.
Ostensibly, the vast majority of the dollars sold in the auction 

are meant to go to purchases of goods imported by Iraqi com-
panies, but the system has long been porous and easily abused, 
multiple Iraqi banking and political officials told The Associ-
ated Press. 

U.S. officials confirmed to the AP that they suspected the sys-
tem was used for money laundering but declined to comment in 
detail on the allegations or the new restrictions.

For years, large quantities of dollars were transferred out of 
the country to Turkey, the United Arab Emirates, Jordan, and 
Lebanon through “gray market trading, using fake invoices for 
overpriced items,” a financial adviser to the Iraqi prime minister 
said, speaking on condition of anonymity because he was not 
authorized to discuss the matter publicly. 

KUNA photo
The seized drugs being inspected by Ministry of Interior officials.

KUNA photo
Like clockwork every year, Al-nuwair, a flowering plant of the daisy family (Senecio glaucus in Latin) breaks through the barren 
land of Kuwait’s desert to bring joy, beauty and a vivid yellow color to the passerby. Al-nuwair can be seen in Kuwait during Janu-

ary and February almost anywhere where there is soil as it needs no human intervention but a bit of rain only.

Oh leadership: Let’s read the story of
wolves demanding freedom for sheep

Opinion

Newswatch
By Ahmed Al-Jarallah 

Editor-in-Chief, the Arab Times

WHEN the leadership’s primary concern 
is the advancement of his country, he is 
not pretentious in his assembly because 
he seeks advice and sound opinion. How-
ever, if he is among those who surround 
themselves with hypocrites and adulators, 
then there is no doubt that his state will 
face many challenges and crises due to 
the absence of guidance based on expert 
opinion.

A good example of this is King Sal-
man bin Abdulaziz, who always said in 
his open gatherings, “A word I always 
repeat... May Allah have mercy on those 
who show me my faults. If you see any-
thing that is in the interest of your reli-
gion above all and of your country, the 
country of the Two Holy Mosques, of 
which we are all servants of, then you 
are all welcome. I repeat, our doors are 
open and our ears are listening to every 
citizen.” 

That is why the assemblies of these 
leaderships are devoid of hypocrites and 
adulators. Whoever has a project or ad-
vice puts it forward or remains silent. 
Likewise, the Saudi Crown Prince Mo-
hammed bin Salman, who is an ambitious 
and energetic young man, realized that 
Saudi Arabia could not compete econom-
ically and in investment if the basics were 
not available to it, which is openness 
within the constants on which this great 
country was built. He hence surrounds 
himself with people of good and sound 
opinion and knowledge.

In a matter of years, Saudi Arabia turned 
into an economic and tourist force, and an 
international forum for many activities, 
because the goal is to build a modern state 
with a solid foundation.

I remember that in the assemblies of 
Sheikh Rashid bin Saeed Al Maktoum, 
his son Sheikh Maktoum bin Rashid, and 
fi nally Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid, as 
he does not give way to adulators and au-
thors of poems who seek personal benefi t 
from them.

Whoever owns a project makes his 
statement or remains silent. This is why 
Dubai has now turned into an internation-
al investment base. It is progressing, like 
all of the Emirates, on the path of open-
ness and development to the extent that it 
participates in space projects.

On the other hand, there are countries 
that seem as if they intended to retreat 
and regress. This is because they were 
fi lled with the idea that “It is different” 
while knowing that Allah said in His 
Holy Book, “Allah does not change the 
condition of people until they change 
what is within themselves.” This means 
that nothing changes as long as there is 
someone who is convinced that change is 
better than the status quo.

Our country is suffering under the yoke 
of backwardness, because the hypocrites, 
adulators, and slanderers surrounded the 
offi cials from all sides and thus blocked 
them from seeing the reality.

Email: ahmed@aljarallah.com

Follow me on:

ahmedaljarallah@gmail.com

Continued on Page 3
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Fajr  ........ 05:16
Sunrise ..  06:37
Zohr .......  12:02

Asr .......... 15:05
Maghrib .. 17:27
Isha  ........ 18:46

 Prayer Timings Expected weather for the next 
24 hours:

By Day: Rather cold with light 
to moderate northwesterly wind 
with speeds of 12-35 km/h and 
some scattered clouds will appear 
later on.

By Night: Cold with light to 
moderate northwesterly wind to 
light variable wind with speeds of 
08-32 km/h and some high clouds 
will appear.
Station Max Exp Min Rec
Kuwait City 20 13

Kuwait Airport 20 10
Abdaly 20 08
Jahra 21 11
Salmiyah 19 14
Ahmadi 19 14
Nuwaisib 22 12
Wafra 21 10

Weather 

WINTER VACCINATION APPOINTMENT: https://eservices.moh.gov.kw/SPCMS/VaccinateAppointmentsRequesten.aspx

Arab Times marks 46 years

FM receives US diplomat

Minister of Information and Culture 
and Minister of State for Youth Af-
fairs Abdul Rahman Badah Al-Mutairi 
on Thursday sent a letter and fl owers 
to Arab Times Editor-in-Chief Ahmad 
Abdulaziz Al-Jarallah, congratulating 
the latter and all employees on the 
46th anniversary of the issuance of 

the newspaper.
He lauded the Arab Times for its valu-

able contributions to the nation, particu-
larly in promoting objectivity and profes-
sionalism in the fi eld of journalism.

The Information Ministry undersecre-
tary also conveyed his greetings to the 
newspaper.

Kuwaiti Foreign Minister Sheikh Sa-
lem Abdullah Al-Jaber Al-Sabah on 
Wednesday met with Chargé d’Affaires 
at the US Embassy in Kuwait James 
Holtsnider.

They discussed the bilateral rela-
tions, the ways to boost cooperation in 
various areas of common interest, and 
the latest developments of regional and 
international issues. 

Meanwhile, earlier Kuwait’s Foreign 
Minister Sheikh Salem Al-Sabah re-
ceived letters from Algeria’s President 
Abdelmadjid Tebboune and Palestinian 
counterpart Riyad Al-Maliki.

The Algerian letter, addressed to His 

Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ah-
mad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, was handed by 
visiting foreign ministry spokesman and 
presidential envoy Abdelhamid Abdawi.

The Kuwaiti top diplomat also re-
ceived Palestinian ambassador to the 
country Rami Tahboub, who handed 
him a letter during the reception, which 
revolved around latest developments in 
the Middle East confl ict.

Sheikh Salem reiterated calls for the 
international community to take a stand 
against continued “Israeli aggression,” 
while also condemning these actions 
that aim to “alter” the landscape of the 
holy city of Jerusalem. (KUNA)

 Photo by Rizk Taufi q
Minister of Information and Culture and Minister of State for Youth Affairs Abdul 
Rahman Badah Al-Mutairi sent a letter of appreciation and fl owers to the Arab Times 

Editor-in-Chief Ahmad Abdulaziz Al-Jarallah.

KUNA photo
Kuwaiti Foreign Minister receives the Charge d’Affaires of the US Embassy, James 

Holtsnider.

Corruption breeds crime: expert

‘Unemployment triggers cases of theft’
KUWAIT CITY, Feb 2: A recent judicial sta-
tistic revealed a steady increase in crimes of 
stealing the money of others in the country, 
while psychologists and criminologists stressed 
the need to increase the penalties to deter the 
phenomenon and eliminate illegal labor, in ad-
dition to focusing on education in the country 
and developing criminal laws and making room 
for young people to entertain, educate, and 
build self-conscious and benefi cial to the state 
and society, reports Al-Qabas daily.

The statistics of the Public Prosecution is-
sued by the Ministry of Justice showed that 
the number of cases of stealing the property of 
others registered in the past year amounted to 
1,831 cases, and that 65% of those accused of 
committing them are non-Kuwaitis.

The sources pointed out that many cases are 
registered against unknown persons, and the 
perpetrator is not identifi ed, while the percent-
age of Kuwaiti victims is 38%.

Statistics-related studies of “Justice” indicat-
ed that most cases of money theft  were com-
mitted by persons between the ages of 40 and 
50, and between 19 and 30.

Senior legal sources told Al-Qabas that the 
effects of the spread of such cases will have 
a negative and dangerous impact on society, 

which requires the parties concerned to unite 
and cooperate to address them, by monitor-
ing the reasons for committing them and then 
eliminating them.

The sources called for harsher penalties, 
tougher laws, and deterrent rulings against the 
accused, pointing out that the increase in the 

cases received and pend-
ing in the courts requires 
a functional capacity to 
complete them.

For her part, Associate 
Professor in the Depart-
ment of Psychology at 
Kuwait University, Dr. 
Naima Al-Taher told the 
daily that it is known that 
the more unemployment 
increases in any country, 
the more thefts therein, 

and therefore the disguised unemployment that 
exists in Kuwait from the loose workers who 
seek work and do not fi nd it leads them to theft 
to obtain money, including stealing homes, 
shops or parked cars.

She called for announcing the names of ar-
rested in such cases, and work seriously to cor-
rect the imbalance in the demographics, espe-

cially in terms of marginal employment, and to 
hold visa traders accountable.

And this can be done by raising awareness 
and instilling moral values among young peo-
ple; increasing penalties and spreading legal 
awareness; enacting laws and legislations 
that limit the phenomenon and elimination of 
unemployment and deportation of marginal 
workers

Meanwhile, Dr Talal Al-Ali, said “crime 
exists in all societies, and the more cohesive, 
healthy, happy and successful society is, the 
less crime will be, and the more corruption 
spreads and sick values prevail, the more crime 
spreads and is normalized and dealt with as 
usual.”

Al-Ali indicated that “society has not devel-
oped its tools properly so far, to deal with the 
basis for the emergence of such crimes. The ba-
sis is to prevent a person from deviating, not to 
punish him after he commits crimes and try to 
reform him after that.”

The most prominent issues considered are 
theft by breaking in or breaking the fence; seiz-
ing the property of others; intentional arson; 
theft by force; entering a residence to commit a 
crime; blackmailing the victim with threats; car 
break-ins and destroying public property.

Ease conditions for jobs: MP
Grillings top Tuesday session agenda

By Saeed Mahmoud Saleh
Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 2: National Assembly 
Speaker Ahmad Al-Sa’adoun has invited the 
lawmakers and government to the ordinary 
session scheduled for Tuesday to discuss the 
following:

-  Grilling motion of MP Mubarak Al-Hajraf against 
Minister of Finance Abdulwahab Al-Rashead on these is-
sues – covering up the negligence of the Public Institution 
for Social Security (PIFSS) employees in collecting the 
debts of companies estimated at KD95 million, harmful ef-
fect of Kuwait Finance House’s acquisition of the shares of 
Ahli United Bank on public funds, loss of public funds es-
timated at 178 million euros when Kuwait Investment Au-
thority (KIA) purchased Daimler Benz, failure to enforce 
law number 1/1993 on protecting public funds, misleading 
the Assembly by providing wrong and incomplete infor-
mation, and mismanagement of the Future Generations 
and Public Reserve funds, Zain House and Saint Martin 
companies for infrastructure – a subsidiary of KIA. 

- Grilling motion of MP Jenan Bu Shehri against Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs Bar-
rak Al-Sheetan on the erroneous implementation of Article 
80 of PIFSS Law number 61/1976 that allows the Cabinet to 
grant exceptional salaries and pension, appointment of senior 
offi cials who did not fulfi ll the conditions, and failure to forge 
cooperation between the legislative and executive authorities. 

- Report of the Housing Affairs Committee on the proposed 
establishment of a shareholding company for the construction 
of new residential cities.

- Reports of the Financial and Economic Affairs Commit-
tee on the following bills: citizens loan purchase, waive off 
interest on loans, amendment of PIFSS Law number 61/1976, 
establishment of a company for marketing local agricultural 
products, transformation of Kuwait Airways Corporation into a 
shareholding company, amendment of the law on establishing 
Kuwait Chamber of Commerce and Industry (KCCI), and to 
refund illegally collected loan interest.

Laws
- Report of the Interior and Defense Affairs Committee on the 

proposal to amend the Election and National Assembly laws.
- Report of the Legal and Legislative Affairs Committee on 

the proposed amendment of Penal Code number 17/1960.
- Report of the Education, Culture and Guidance Affairs 

Committee on the proposal to increase the allowance of Ku-
waiti students.

- Request of several lawmakers to allocate two hours of the 
session for deliberations on the deterioration of roads and fl y-
ing pebbles, and two hours for discussing the performance of 
World Health Organization (WHO) in Kuwait and for the gov-
ernment to present its vision on this issue.

- Request of some lawmakers to form a temporary committee 
for the affairs of retirees.

-  Report of the State Audit Bureau (SAB) on the Eurofi ghter 
aircraft deal.

Meanwhile, Chairman the Human Resources Committee 
MP Muhammad Al-Huwaila urged Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Oil Bader Al-Mullah to ease the conditions for job 
applicants in the oil sector.  He said these conditions include 
non-registration at PIFSS, the graduation certifi cate should not 
have been issued three years ago, age and general weighted av-
erage stated in the graduation certifi cate.  He stressed the need 
to hire as many Kuwaiti graduates as possible in line with the 
policy of nationalizing public sector jobs.

He also suggested that the Public Authority for Applied Edu-
cation and Training (PAAET) and Kuwait National Petroleum 
Corporation (KNPC) must organize training courses for gradu-
ates specialized in the fi eld of oil or petroleum.

He then submitted a proposal to remove the diffi cult condi-
tions from the job advertisements published by KNPC and its 
subsidiaries. 

Moreover, MP Khalid Al-Omaira submitted a proposal to or-
ganize training courses for the disabled through the coordinated 
efforts of the Public Authority for Disabled Affairs (PADA) 
and Public Authority for Manpower (PAM). 

He explained these training courses will help those with dis-
abilities in merging with mainstream society and securing jobs 
in the private sector.  He recommended granting privileges to 
private establishments that hire persons with special needs.

Also, MP Abdulkareem Al-Kandari praised Minister of In-
terior Sheikh Talal Khalid Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al- Sabah for 
enforcing the law on addressing the demographic imbalance 
issue.  He stressed the need to expedite the issuance of the ex-
ecutive regulations for this law, which was ratifi ed in 2020.  He 
added the justice minister had earlier confi rmed that the execu-
tive regulations are ready.

State-of-the-art system underway

Zero tolerance for exam cheats
KUWAIT CITY, Feb 2: The Ministry of 
Education (MoE) is moving to introduce 
radical amendments to the mechanism 
for implementing secondary school ex-
ams, and changing them in a way that en-
sures that modern and electronic cheating 
methods do not succeed in achieving im-
aginary success and superiority, reports 
Al-Jarida daily.

The daily said, the proposal is submit-
ted by the Board 
of Directors of the 
Ahmadi Education 
District, headed 
by the Director 
General Walid ibn 
Ghaith, under the 
title ‘A Modern and 
Developed Vision’, 
which is currently 
being studied af-
ter it was offi cially 
handed over to the 
Undersecretary of the Ministry by desig-
nation, Osama Al-Sultan, and is expected 
to be submitted to the Minister of Edu-
cation and Minister of Higher Education 
and Scientifi c Research, Dr. Hamad Al-
Adwani in the next few days.

The proposal revealed the develop-
ment of a modern system for exams that 
copes with the huge development in 
modern cheating methods, and the sys-
tem relies on a signifi cant reduction in 
the number of those dealing with exams, 
so that responsibility can be limited to 
the smallest number of people to control 
the process, in addition to introducing 
modern technology in the process of 
printing papers, And the abolition of the 
central printing press and the transfer 
boxes of tests.

The proposal stated that the new 
mechanism is based on the fact that the 
director general sets up exam questions 

and uploads them electronically through 
a system for exams that relies on “data 
encryption” and its confi dentiality, and 
no one can view the questions, including 
the head of the examination department, 
whose role will be limited to choosing 
one of them and send it electronically to 
secret rooms in all schools, so that ques-
tion papers can be printed there. 

He pointed out that these secret rooms 
will be equipped with surveillance cam-
eras and each school will have its ques-
tions papers sealed with a special water-
mark, so that any leaked question paper 
can be tracked.

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 2: The Civil 
Service Commission (CSC) has 
lifted the ban on 625 job positions 
for non-Kuwaitis in the Ministry of 
Health, reports Al-Anba daily.

In its letter addressed to the Min-
istry of Health, CSC stated that the 
jobs for which the ban was lifted 
included 77 doctor positions, 485 
nursing staff positions, 52 technician 
positions and 11 pharmacist posi-
tions.

It urged the Ministry of Health not 
to fill these previous positions until 
after completing the legal period 
for which salaries were paid to their 
outgoing incumbents in return for 
the balance of their periodic leaves, 
in addition to not having these jobs 
canceled by the Ministry of Finance 
in the budget of the Ministry of 
Health for the next fiscal year.

Jobs in ‘Health’

Ban on expats lifted

Al-Bidah study on KFAS
By Ahmad alsarraf

Researcher Amani Al-Bidah pub-
lished a distinguished study on the 

background of the establishment of the 
Kuwait Foundation for the Advance-
ment of Sciences (KFAS), in which 
she stated that the idea began when 
the Chamber of 
Commerce, in 
April 1976, ad-
dressed joint 
stock companies 
to establish a 
legal entity to 
contribute to the 
sustainability of 
the economy, in-
vestment in the 
human element, 
and advancing 
progress through 
encouraging scientifi c research and mo-
tivating the pursuit of higher education 
in various fi elds.

The companies responded to the re-
quest, and deposited 1,500 dinars in the 
entity’s founding account, in prepara-
tion for the meeting, in coordination 
with the late Amir Sheikh Jaber Al-Ah-
mad, who was deputy Amir at the time, 
prime minister and crown prince.

The meeting was held upon the in-
vitation of the Chamber on the 7th of 
June, and 6 members of the Board of 
Directors were elected, and the estab-
lishment of the Foundation was an-
nounced, and that its resources would 
be mainly from 5% of the net profi ts of 
the joint-stock companies.

In December 1976, an Amiri decree 
was issued recognizing the legal per-
sonality of the Foundation as a private 
institution established by individuals in 
their capacity as representatives of joint 
stock companies.

On the other hand, it is recognized by 
the state, by an Amiri decree, and they 
established two degrees of oversight 
over the executive management, the 
fi rst being an elected board of directors, 
and the second a general assembly held 
once every 3 years, but that was later 
canceled and caused a disruption in 
the governance of the institution, after 
canceling the unique historical nature of 
the company’s initiative in their obliga-
tion to pay annual subscriptions.

It also contradicted one of the well-
established foundations of governance, 
which is that deduction from compa-
nies’ profi ts is something that necessar-
ily requires their participation in moni-

toring the institution, and this placed a 
double responsibility on the executive 
management, and the need for it to 
adopt a greater degree of transparency 
in managing its affairs, without preju-
dice to the privacy of its information, 
while placing measures to establish 
internal control procedures, through 
which the Board of Directors can quick-
ly identify defi ciencies.

Researcher Amani Al-Bidah says 
that the sustainability of the institution 
and its ability to achieve its goals re-
quire continuous government spending 
of not less than 2.7 billion dinars, and 
this did not happen.

What the institution has collected 
so far is not comparable to the amount 
above, and the institution’s manage-
ment is restricted, due to its limited re-
sources, and with all this it is required 
to do a lot.

Therefore we fi nd that its impact is 
also limited, especially with the near 
collapse of public education and the 
decline in the level of higher educa-
tion, and the evaporation of support for 
research at the national level, with a 
complete absence of national strategies 
with clear objectives, resources, and 
economic development programs.

This is in addition to the govern-
ment’s failure to oblige its institutions, 
according to a data management law, to 
collect and publish audited data on na-
tional indicators and the performance of 
various government institutions.

The researcher concluded by saying 
that the Foundation has undertaken, 
since its inception, a large number of 
initiatives that included studying and 
setting strategic directions for the state 
in several fi elds, most of which came 
to save the public sector from wear and 
tear, to enhance the sustainability of the 
social safety net for citizens, to raise the 
effi ciency of spending on health and ed-
ucation, and to strengthen the effi ciency 
of the private sector and its role in di-
versifying the economy.

However, governments have aban-
doned most of what has been proposed, 
and have not provided the minimum 
level of follow-up to develop these 
studies, implement any of them, or 
adopt their main directions.

In conclusion, the success of the in-
stitution requires the joint-stock compa-
nies to restore their role in governance.

❑     ❑     ❑

e-mail: a.alsarraf@alqabas.com.kw

alsarraf

Other Voices

‘One factory cannot meet needs’

Why not produce own medicines?
KUWAIT CITY, Feb 2: The recent drug 
shortage crisis in Kuwait opened the 
door to questions about the reasons why 
Kuwait dropped to the bottom of the list 
of countries in the region that manufac-
ture its own medicine. Why does Ku-
wait not manufacture its own medicine? 
What are the obstacles facing the estab-
lishment of factories for medicines and 
medical supplies as long as the material 
capabilities are available, reports Al-
Qabas daily.

According to the information obtained 

by the daily, there is a single factory in 
Kuwait for medicines and medical sup-
plies that does not meet 15 percent of 
the country’s medical needs, compared 
to 40 factories in the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia that cover 36 percent of the needs 
of the Saudi market, and 24 factories in 
the UAE that produce 1,715 pharmaceuti-
cals that include medicines for all chronic 
diseases and others, and approximately 
7 factories that produce more than 300 
items of medicines and medical supplies 
in the Sultanate of Oman.

Dr. Al-Taher

Dr. Al-Adwani

Mohammad Al-Huwailah Ahmad-Al-Saadoun
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‘Real will important to overcome
Kuwait’s raging political disputes’
“THE resignation of the government of His Highness 
Sheikh Ahmed Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, last week, 
worsened the political scene in Kuwait, after it gave 
strong negative signs of the absence of any potential 
understanding between the legislative and executive 
authorities to face deep-rooted challenges and solve 
outstanding problems,” columnist Abdullah Moham-
med Al-Afasi wrote for Al-Rai 
daily.

“In the midst of this, the belief 
is growing in the collective mind 
of the people of Kuwait, accord-
ing to their different orienta-
tions, that their country is head-
ing towards the unknown today, 
especially since this reality has 
become a major impediment to 
the creation of any serious eco-
nomic industry that will save the 
country from its unhealthy path.

“Today, Kuwait has returned 
once again to restore the dilemma of the absence of 
an ambitious plan, which includes a comprehensive 
national project through which a better future can be 
predicted, given the bleak global economic landscape, 
which makes the situation in Kuwait more complicated 
than already complicated.

“Perhaps it is not an exaggeration to say that politi-
cal life in Kuwait has turned into a complex situation 
that deserves to be studied with full merit, and to de-
vote chapters of objective analyzes to describe it, in the 
hope of reaching the basis of the deterioration of politi-
cal behavior despite attempts to agree and support the 
leadership and the people.

“With the resignation of the government of His 
Highness Sheikh Ahmed Al-Nawaf, the number of 
governments that have resigned in succession since 
2020 has risen to fi ve, and the stated reason is the disa-
greement with the National Assembly, so that the res-
ignation of governments in Kuwait has become com-
mon and expected.

“It is noteworthy that the resigned government was 
formed on the basis of making concessions to some op-
position MPs, but the conciliatory path stopped after a 
dispute regarding a parliamentary bill that would push 
the state to buy personal loans worth 14.7 billion di-
nars.

“Practically, it can be said that the political life in 
Kuwait, with its daily renewed disputes, is hamper-
ing any hoped-for progress in the short term, despite 
the importance of the time factor in catching up with 
neighboring countries that corrected their economic 
path some time ago and launched development in mul-
tiple directions.

“What increases the seriousness of the consequences 
of the political life that we live in today without a gov-
ernment is the fact that the government apparatus has 
long suffered from a wide vacuum, as most ministries 
and various government agencies complain about va-
cant jobs waiting to be fi lled.

“Perhaps it is no secret to say that Parliament posed 
a real challenge to the recent governments that have 
suffered from successive economic and political crises 
since 2020.

“Faced with this, national responsibility dictates rec-
ognition that the recent political situation in Kuwait is 
a joint responsibility borne by the executive and legis-
lative authorities, but more importantly, the continued 
deterioration of the political situation heralds the coun-
try entering a darker tunnel than ever before, especially 
in light of the geopolitical and economic complexities 
that strike the world around us which is cruel.

“Amid the growing popular concern about the fu-
ture, it is deserved, with all impartiality, to assert that 
Kuwait can no longer tolerate the raging political dis-
putes, which can be easily overcome if there is a real 
will to resolve them, motivated by the protection of the 
homeland and the citizen.

“Simply put, and far from any complication, Ku-
wait and its citizens are in dire need of the wisdom 
and sophistication of the two authorities in abandon-
ing their differences in favor of working together to 
approve real economic and development projects that 
provide practical and sustainable solutions to address 
the budget defi cit, combat infl ation that everyone 
complains about, and most importantly agree to bring 
about an economic and educational renaissance and 
so forth.

“As for being drawn daily into the trap of political 
differences, it will distance us more and more from re-
gaining control of the road towards facing our rooted 
problems with clear plans. Thus, any future rescue 
movement for the deteriorating situation at all levels 
will be just a futile movement whose cost will increase.

“In front of this, there are legitimate fears that the re-
form bill will be exorbitant to the extent that it is feared 
that the state will not have the fi nancial capacity to bear 
it in the future, especially amid global predictions that 
bet on a decline in oil prices in the near future, which 
means threatening Kuwait’s main lifeline at a time our 
core disagreement does not exceed our feet.”

Also:
“After a campaign of widespread criticism by citi-

zens and the media touching on the “miserable” condi-
tion of the roads, which needs quick intervention by 
the government to save the lives of motorists and pe-
destrians and protect their properties, the Ministry of 
Public Works formed a higher advisory technical com-
mittee comprising members from a number of govern-
ment agencies to support the efforts of the Ministry of 
Public Works,” columnist Khaled Al-Arafa wrote for 
Al-Anba daily.

“The committee aims to provide the necessary ad-
vice and technical support to the Ministry and the Pub-
lic Authority for Roads and Land Transport with regard 
to implementing the plans of the Ministry of Public 
Works and the Roads Authority.

“The companies executing contracts, express-

ing observations, reviewing contractual documents 
and technical specifi cations, and reviewing observa-
tions, providing technical and advisory support on the 
monitoring system, quality control, performance and 
effi ciency of laboratories, examination and monitor-
ing work on asphalt plants and operations sites for 
projects affi liated with the sectors of the Ministry of 
Public Works and the Public Authority for Roads and 
Land Transport, in addition to other matters included 
in the decision that specifi ed its work for a period of 6 
months, renewable for a similar period.

“First of all, we do not need committees to study and 
discuss a clear defect with the naked eye that the roads 
suffer from over the past years of wear and tear, in ad-
dition to the spread of potholes in the middle of the 
main and internal streets.

“It was expected that the streets would be re-main-
tained and the problem of fl ying gravel, which had re-
turned again, would drain the pockets of road users.

“The Ministry of Public Works must explain to 
us the benefi t that accrues to the affected citizen and 
resident from forming committees, which previously 
formed more than one committee to discuss the road 
problem.

“Yes, recommendations were issued, but what was 
done regarding them, were the roads repaired and 
maintained, or were the contractors held accountable? 
No, rather the matter was limited to maintenance with 
patchwork operations that do not rise to the value of the 
contracts paid by the state on these projects.

“The solution is easy, we do not need committees 
and additional expenses for studies and other things, 
we need to consult the sister countries in the GCC sys-
tem and benefi t from their experiences, and match their 
asphalt with what is in our streets to fi nd out the main 
reasons behind the streets giving way, the ministry 
must review and test the quality of asphalt to knowing 
the extent of its conformity with the specifi cations if it 
is serious about accounting.

“Finally, I wish the Ministry of Public Works to ac-
tivate the fi nes on its contracts and hold the contractor 
who spoiled our streets accountable, and oblige him to 
guarantee maintenance work for many years, in addi-
tion to charging him with the cost of damage to vehi-
cles, and defamation of the company that violates and 
transgresses the law.

“We will see the condition of the roads how it will 
be, and from us to the offi cials, your patchwork solu-
tions will not solve the crisis hold accountable every-
one who oversaw those contracts, if you want reform, 
without looking at his name or capacity.”

❑     ❑     ❑

“‘The time of religion traffi ckers has fi nally ended.’ 
He described them as religion traffi ckers. …. ‘The time 
of clowns, actors, wrestlers and activists who respond-
ed to the call is over. As for the actors, clowns and 
people who make fun of others, and the reckless who 
want to do to you what others did to you, their time 
has fi nally ended, God willing,’” columnist Dr Naji Al-
Zaid wrote for Al-Jarida daily.

“Minister of Islamic Affairs in the Kingdom of Sau-
di Arabia Abdul Latif Al-Sheikh uttered these words.

“In Kuwait, the former undersecretary of the Minis-
try of Awqaf and three other individuals were impris-
oned and fi ned $6 million for selling endowment land 
in Azerbaijan to Kuwait for the establishment of an 
Islamic institution. The Court of Cassation convicted 
the four of bribery and facilitating the misappropriation 
of public money from the funds of the International Is-
lamic Charitable Organization. The Minister of Islamic 
Affairs in Saudi Arabia said it bluntly that the process 
of trading in religion has ended!

“In Kuwait, the court expressed its opinion about 
the biggest head in the Ministry of Awqaf, but no gov-
ernment offi cial, including the Minister of Awqaf, re-
vealed the rulings of the court! As if the matter is not 
related to the true Islamic religion and its traffi ckers, 
the minister did not announce any measure to prevent 
the recurrence of stealing public money belonging to 
the Ministry of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs.

“We all hope that the endowments of Muslims are 
safe, and that they are spent in accordance with the Is-
lamic Law.”

❑     ❑     ❑

“Under the auspices of His Highness the Amir 
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad and in the presence of His 
Highness’ representative, His Highness the Crown 
Prince Sheikh Mishaal Al-Ahmad, the fl ag-raising cer-
emony was held at Bayan Palace, marking the begin-
ning of the dear homeland’s celebration of the 62nd 
anniversary of the National Day and 32nd anniversary 
of the Liberation Day under the slogan, ‘Glory and 
Pride’,” columnist Abdulrahman Al-Awad wrote for 
Al-Sabah daily.

“With the start of the national celebrations, the 
country wears festive clothes throughout the month of 
February. It is adorned with the most delightful mani-
festations of loyalty and belongingness, along with joy 
over two occasions that the Kuwaiti people will never 
forget. These occasions remain valuable and good 
memories for all Kuwaitis.

“Kuwait’s holidays and celebrations remain a sym-
bol of this beloved country that refused to live under 
the weight of the occupation. It fought through the 
struggle of heroes until it got its right and completed 
its independence, leaving a legacy inherited by genera-
tions over time and ages.

“As long as we live in this festive atmosphere and 
remember the extent of the strength and resilience of 
the proud people who do not relent in the face of adver-
sity and whose faith does not waver in the face of chal-
lenges, we are confi dent and certain that Kuwait will 
overcome all crises, along with its men who believe 
in the importance of the common good. They are fully 
aware that the whole nation needs to unite, collaborate 
and stand together in the face of diffi culties.”

—  Compiled by Ahmed Al-Shazli

Abdullah Al-Afasi

A DIGEST OF PUBLIC OPINION

diwaniya Bullet extracted from child’s
skull in over 1-hour surgery

Prisoner allegedly commits suicide

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 
2: Neurosurgeon work-
ing at the Ibn Sina 
Hospital, Dr. Hamad 
Jabr Al-Enezi, per-
formed the surgery 
on the three-year-old 
toddler to extract the 
bullet from the bottom 
of the skull, which was 
allegedly fi red from a 
machinegun during 
wedding celebration in 
Jahra, reports Al-Rai 
daily.

The daily added, the in-
cident happened while the 
child was playing with his 
peers in the compound of his 
family home.

Although the condition of 
the child is stable, Dr Al-Enezi 
said the child is not yet able to 
move his right side, pointing 
out at the same time that the 
chance of him being disabled 
in the future is vague. 

Dr Al-Enezi said the child 
suddenly fell on the ground 
crying and screaming with 
blood coming out of his head. 
He had already lost conscious-
ness.

He pointed out after the 
child was rushed to the hospi-
tal and X-rays showed the bul-
let had settled at the bottom of 
the skull.

Al-Enezi explained he per-
formed the surgery with the 
trainee Dr Youssef Abu Sido, a 
delicate operation on the child, 
which took about an hour and 
a half, to stop the bleeding in 
the head and was able to ex-
tract the bullet.

He stated, after the effect of 
anesthesia gradually became 
less the three-year-old began 
to move his left side and open 
his eyes, but unfortunately it 
turned out that his right side 
did not move until now, refer-
ring to the fact that the bullet 
cut off the path of the nerve 
cells expressing his hope that 
the child will be able to walk in 
future, and it is certain that the 
percentage of his survival is 
great, but the percentage of his 
disability is considered vague 
at the present time.

Al-Enezi explained the bul-
let was fi red from a machine 
gun and felt sorry for the child 
who may have to live the rest 
of his life with a handicap in 
the event that he does not re-
cover.

❑     ❑     ❑

‘Suicide’ probed: First Dep-
uty Prime Minister, Minister 
of Interior and Acting Minister 
of Defense Sheikh Talal Al-
Khaled has ordered the open-
ing of an immediate and urgent 
investigation into the suicide 
incident of a person inside the 
Al-Siddiq police station to find 
out the circumstances of the 
incident, reports Al-Rai daily.

The Director of Public Pros-
ecution went to the police sta-
tion to inspect the location of 
the incident, then to Jaber Hos-
pital to examine the body.

158 judicial rulings issued for and against municipality

Panel on lopsided demographic structure issue meets
KUWAIT CITY, Feb 2: The com-
mittee tasked to address the lopsided 
demographic structure issue and de-
velop the labor market held its fi rst 
meeting on Thursday, reports Al-
Qabas daily.

First Deputy Prime Minister, Min-
ister of Interior and acting Minister 
of Defense Sheikh Talal Al-Khalid 
presided over the meeting.

On Jan 7, His Highness the Prime 
Minister Sheikh Ahmad Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Sabah issued a decision 
assigning the minister as chairman of 

the committee.
Sources told the daily that the com-

mittee discussed the required meas-
ures to eliminate marginal workers 
through the coordinated efforts of the 
concerned State authorities, as well 
as accelerate the Kuwaitization pro-
cess to replace expatriates working 
in ministries and other public institu-
tions with Kuwaitis.

❑     ❑     ❑

Judicial rulings: Kuwait Municipal-
ity revealed that the number of judi-

cial rulings issued in its interest and 
related to fi nancial rights since 2010 
until now is 158, with a value of KD 
43.8 million, but it did not collect 
about KD 35 million of that value, 
reports Aljarida daily.

In response to a parliamentary 
question by MP Abdullah Al-Mud-
haf, the municipality said the num-
ber of judgments issued against 
it for compensation or related to 
fi nancial rights during that period 
amounted to 399, with a value of 
KD 9.9 million.

Al-Rai photo

Dr Al-Enezi shows the bullet that was extracted from the bottom of the skull.

Two bootleggers arrested
The Public Relations and Security Me-
dia Department of the Ministry of Inte-
rior said two people have been arrested 
with a total of 750 bottles of liquor in two 
different locations in Wafra, reports Al-
Rai daily.

The Al-Wafra Police Station said one 
of the bootleggers was caught with 600 
bottles and the other with 150 bottles. 
Both men and the contraband have 
been referred to the Directorate-Gener-
al for Drugs and Alcohol Control.

Al-Rai photo

One of the bootleggers held in Wafra.

‘TEC keen to revive tourism projects’

Ministry seeks info on possibility of 
exempting fees for short-term fairs
KUWAIT CITY, Feb 2: The Ministry of 
Commerce and Industry (MoCI) requests 
information on the possibility of exempt-
ing the investors of the Tourism Enter-
prises Company facilities in the event or 
temporary trade exhibition that is held at 
its facilities from the time period speci-
fi ed for holding a temporary trade exhi-
bition (15 days), as well as exempting it 
from the fees prescribed by the decision 
of the Minister of State for Municipal Af-
fairs No. 930 of the year 2019 regarding 
the regulation of temporary exhibitions, 
since the organizing party and the inves-
tor will pay fees in exchange for the ex-
ploitation of the company’s facilities, and 
in order to avoid double payment of fees 
for the same site to two parties, that is to 
the Municipality and TEC, reports Al-
Qabas daily.

The ministry revealed that the Tour-
ism Enterprises Company has a tendency 
to revive tourism projects and activities 
in the country, and to exploit its facili-
ties, such as open areas and beaches out 
of its desire to encourage public and 

private agencies and SMEs to use their 
facilities to hold temporary events and 
trade fairs.

 The ministry said that to achieve mu-
tual benefi t in the fi eld of entertainment 
and tourism, the Ministry of Commerce 
and Industry has no objection to issuing 
licenses for temporary trade exhibitions 
that will be held on the facilities of the 
Tourism Enterprises Company and ex-
cluding them from the period of holding 
the exhibition (not exceeding 15 days) in 
accordance with the decision of the Min-
ister of Commerce and Industry No. 303 
of the year 2018 regarding the general 
rules for organizing temporary trade fairs 
in the State of Kuwait.

 The sources called on the ministry to 
inform it of the extent to which investors 
can be exempted from paying fees for the 
exploitation of the lands and facilities of 
the Tourist Enterprises Company or the 
sites of government agencies from the 
specifi ed period and fees determined by 
the minister’s decision regarding the tem-
porary exhibitions list.

Oh leadership: 
Continued from Page 1
The story of the hypocrites 

applies to the wolves that 
tried to fi ght for the rights 
of the sheep, as one of the 
shepherds was taking his 
sheep out, and he drove them 
to the barn before dark, and 
closed the doors. The wolves 
watched him and did not fi nd 
a way to prey on the sheep.

After a while, one of the 
wolves came up with a smart 
plan, which was to organize 
a demonstration in front of 
the shepherd’s house, chant 
for the freedom of the sheep, 
and demand their release. 
The sheep were infl uenced 
by the cheer, and started 
ramming the doors of the 
barn until they broke out, lib-
erated themselves, and fl ed.

At that moment, the 
wolves ran after them. The 
shepherd called and shouted, 
but the sheep kept on run-
ning away without a shep-
herd or a guard.

It was a black night for 
the fl eeing sheep and a deli-
cious night for the lurking 
wolves. The next day when 
the shepherd came to the 
plain, he found nothing but 
torn body parts and blood-
stained bones.

Sometimes the hypo-
crites fake their slogans for 
personal gain. They do not 
care about the interest of the 
country and the state, as they 
use it for their own interests.

Therefore, when the lead-
ers gather people in their as-
semblies and listen to their 
opinions, they build a strong 
state that preserves its pres-
tige, which is part of the 
prestige of the government.

Here, I beg to ask – have 
we become a country that 
Almighty Allah does not 
want to change?
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‘Gathering increases communication, raising level of cooperation and exchanging experiences’

Gulf Union for Cancer Control launches Cancer Awareness Week
KUWAIT CITY, Feb 2, (KUNA): The 
General Secretariat of the Gulf Union 
for Cancer Control inaugurated the 
eighth Gulf week for awareness of can-
cer diseases under the slogan “Aware 
Gulf” and activities will last for seven 
days, under the auspices of the Minister 
of Health, Dr. Ahmed Al-Awadhi.

The Secretary-General of the Fed-
eration, Dr. Khaled Al-Saleh, said in 
a speech during the inauguration on 
Wednesday that the awareness week is 
an embodiment of the joint cooperation 
between the Gulf Cooperation Council 
countries in the fi eld of awareness of 
cancerous diseases and a means for the 
rapprochement of the peoples of the re-
gion in achieving their health security.

Al-Saleh added that the 19 non-gov-
ernmental civil associations gathered 
under the umbrella of the federation to 
work in the fi eld of awareness and early 
detection of cancer diseases, pointing 

out that this gathering contributed to 
increasing communication, raising the 
level of cooperation and exchanging 
experiences, which was refl ected posi-

tively in the fi eld of awareness.
He explained that 80 percent of Gulf 

societies believed that cancer was a fa-
tal disease, while it turned to 55 percent 

Kuwait-based planning body urges more pan-Arab volunteerism
KUWAIT CITY, Feb 2, (KUNA): A Kuwait-based plan-
ning body on Wednesday underlined the signifi cance 
of more volunteer projects in the wider Arab region, 
saying such endeavors help usher in national develop-
ment.

Fresh off garnering an international order in recogni-
tion of his contributions towards development projects 
around the globe, Arab Planning Institute (API) chief 

Dr. Bader Malallah said he was grateful for the acco-
lade, which is a testament to the body’s support of vol-
unteerism in the region.

The order given to the Kuwaiti offi cial by the Saudi 
Arabia-based Prince Mohamamd bin Fahad institute is 
in acknowledgment of the “technical and logistical” API 
has provided in a bid to give impetus to volunteer pro-
jects around the region.

in 2017 and decreased in 2019 to 45 
percent due to awareness programs, in-
dicating that the awareness of risk fac-
tors rose to 55 percent, and the aware-
ness of early detection programs also 
increased to 45 percent.

He pointed out that 2,500 nursing 
staff, 1,318 dentists, 1,265 primary care 
physicians, and 127,000 female students 
have been trained on how to early detect 
breast cancer, pointing out that these 

numbers are an encouraging factor to 
continue training and awareness to reach 
the goal, which is that late arrival rates 
should not exceed 10 percent.

For her part, Chair of the Execu-
tive Committee of the Eighth Joint 
Gulf Week for Cancer Awareness, Dr. 
Hessa Al-Shaheen, said in a similar 
speech that the COVID-19 pandemic 
did not stop them from completing the 
awareness message, noting that there is 

a busy program, part of a profession, 
directed to the category of recovering 
women.

Al-Shaheen stated that during the 
awareness week, the importance of the 
role of recovering women in society 
will be highlighted, as well as 40 various 
activities that include scientifi c, social, 
sports, artistic and entertainment activi-
ties, as well as various workshops target-
ing community groups.

KUNA photo
Photo during the inauguration ceremony of the eighth Gulf Cancer Aware-

ness Week.

Private housing sector in Kuwait 
saw remarkable decline in prices

Total real estate transactions at end of last year fall by 14%

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 2: 
The private housing sector 
in different regions of the 
country witnessed a re-
markable decline in prices 
during the last period, af-
ter it reached record lev-
els in previous years, and 
caused an unprecedented 
housing crisis, disregard-
ing the financial capac-
ity of a large segment of 
citizens, reports Al-Qabas 
daily.

Al-Hesbah Real Estate Com-
pany told the daily there are signs 
of a correction in private housing 
prices, after the average decline 
in residential areas in Kuwait cur-
rently reached 4% compared to the 
third quarter of 2022 (prices wit-
nessed their peak levels during that 
period).

According to Al-Hesbah, the de-
cline in the prices of private housing 
real estate in each of the regions of Al-
Faiha, Keifan and Al-Qadisiya reached 
2%, while it ranged between 3 and 4% 
in South Surra, and between 4 and 5% 
in “B” East Qurain.

Prices
The sources indicated that the prices 

of residential real estate in Ishbiliya 
and Andalus fell between 5 and 6 per-
cent, while in “Residential Khairan” 
and “Saad Al-Abdullah” they reached 
about 6 percent each.

Al-Hesbah had recently published 
data indicating a decrease in local 
real estate activity in 2022 compared 
to 2021, as the number of deals de-
creased by 45% from 8115 deals in 
2021 to 4470 by the end of 2022, 
while the total real estate transac-
tions at the end of last year amounted 
to 2.76 billion dinars, compared to 
3.21. billion dinars in 2021, an an-
nual decline of 14%.

The company reviewed some of 
the main factors that contributed to 
the decline in the prices of private 
housing real estate, including, but 
not limited to the successive increas-
es in interest rates, which led to an 
increase in loan repayment install-
ments, thus negatively affected the 
investor’s ability to provide liquidity 
and fading feasibility of investing in 
Kuwait, after it was encouraging for 
many traders during the pandemic in 
2020-2021.

Spanish folklore performance.

Spanish Ambassador to Kuwait 
and Abrar Al-Masoud.

Children in Spanish costumes par-
ticipate in the exhibition.

A side of live cooking of Spanish food.

KUNA photos
‘Feria De Kuwait’ shows Spanish culture and heritage.

‘Feria De Kuwait’ offers glimpse of Spanish culture, heritage
KUWAIT CITY, Feb 2, (KUNA): The “Feria De Kuwait” 
exhibition offers a glimpse into Spanish culture and heritage 
via an assortment of activities and featured products.

The event, held in Al-Rai district upon the initiative of 
Abrar Al-Masoud, is sponsored by the Ministry of Informa-
tion and Ministry of State for Municipal Affairs.

Spanish Ambassador to Kuwait Miguel Maro Aguilar, 

who attended the exhibition, told KUNA that he was mes-
merized by the event for its detailed depiction of several 
Spanish cities, which became a preferable destination for 
many Kuwaitis.

He also affi rmed that he was impressed with the total atmos-
phere of exhibition featuring Spanish music and folklore, add-
ing that such functions promoted closer bilateral ties.

Project aims primarily to enhance food security

Anaerobic farming technology introduced
in Kuwait in collaboration with Swiss fi rm
KUWAIT CITY, Feb 2: The “Green Life” project 
which began, which is the fi rst project for smart 
agriculture with air cultivation in Kuwait, and 
aims primarily to enhance food security by pro-
viding healthy and high-quality agricultural prod-
ucts using the least amount of irrigation water and 
using the most advanced technological methods 
in the world called anaerobic technology has be-
gun operations in Kuwait, reports Al-Jarida daily.

During the opening ceremony, which was 
held under the auspices and in the presence of 
the Swiss Ambassador to Kuwait, Dr. Tiziano 
Palmeleli gave a visual presentation on the differ-
ent stages of this unique technology and invited 
to visit the farm that adopts this technology in the 
Abdali region.

Vision
Al-Shamali affi rmed that the project is keeping 

pace with the vision of the State of Kuwait 2035 
in the fi eld of food security and the contributions 
of providing agricultural products with high qual-
ity and standards that compete with the importer, 
and in abundant quantities that exceed conven-
tional fi eld farming, in addition to preserving the 
environment by reducing imports, whether by air, 
sea or land transport, and its impact. The most 
important thing is recycling irrigation water, re-
ducing consumption by 97%, and not using any 
pesticides on the product, which raises the quality 
of the products.

He explained that some modifi cations were 
made and the aerobic technology and aerobic ag-
riculture developed by the Swiss company Clean 
Greens Solutions SA were rehabilitated, in coor-
dination with the Green Life Company, to keep 

pace with the operating environment of the Gulf 
Cooperation Council countries that suffer from 
high temperatures and lack of water resources, 
to contribute to dedicating Kuwait as a leading 
regional center for existing food security, which 
provides many smart logistics services in the fi eld 
of food, such as smart systems for agriculture and 
production throughout the year.

He mentioned that the developed aerobic cul-
tivation system took care of these two elements 
fi rst by using the PRIVA system, which controls 
the levels of temperature and humidity necessary 
to obtain the best production of the crop over an 
ideal period of time, and secondly through the au-
tomated aerobic system that controls the amount 

of water consumed by the crop in addition to the 
nutrients Necessary water recycling. 

He mentioned that the aerobic cultivation sys-
tem is not restricted to a specifi c production sea-
son in terms of providing a suitable climate for 
production while rationing water consumption 
and providing the required products in a timely 
manner.

Advantages of aerobic cultivation include 
rationalized use of water instead of waste in 
field cultivation, water recycling, not affected 
by seasons and temperature, non-use of pes-
ticides, automatic control of product quantity 
and weight and provide the required product 
throughout the year.

Photo from the event.

Kuwait & UK lay groundwork 
for joint steering group talks
LONDON, Feb 2, (KUNA): Ku-
wait’s Deputy Foreign Minister 
Mansour Al-Otaibi held talks on 
Wednesday with Britain’s Middle 
East Affairs Minister Lord Tariq 
Ahmad, ahead of a joint steering 
committee meeting in Kuwait later 
this month.

The talks examined ongoing prep-
arations for a separate Kuwaiti-Brit-

ish ministerial-level meeting slated 
for March, in addition to efforts aim-
ing to improve bilateral trade and in-
vestment ties, according to a Kuwaiti 
embassy statement.

The Kuwaiti diplomat and Brit-
ish minister also exchanged view-
points on ongoing developments 
around the world, added the state-
ment.

KUNA photo
Kuwait’s Deputy Foreign Minister Mansour Al-Otaibi meets with 

Britain’s Middle East Affairs Minister Lord Tariq Ahmad.

Newly-appointed GCC chief Budaiwi
reiterates bloc’s support for Yemen

Equine glamor on display 
in Kuwait beauty pageant

RIYADH, Feb 2, (KUNA): Newly-
appointed Gulf Cooperation Council 
chief Jasem Al-Budaiwi reiterated on 
Wednesday the bloc’s support for 
steps to attain security, peace and sta-
bility in Yemen, ensuring an end to the 
crisis and efforts to reach a compre-
hensive peaceful solution there.

The six-nation GCC also backs 
efforts to bring peace and development 
based on the ‘three references,’ repre-
sented by the Gulf initiative, its execu-
tive mechanism, the outcomes of the 
national dialogue and United Nations 
resolution 2216, Secretary-General 

Al-Budaiwi added.
The GCC is committed to ongoing 

support for the wellbeing of the 
Yemen’s people alongside regional 
and international efforts to achieve 
safety and security there, he said.

The remarks were made during a 
phone call with Yemen’s Foreign 
Minister Ahmad bin Mubarak, who 
congratulated the new GCC chief on 
assuming office, the GCC Secretariat 
said in a statement.

Both officials also discussed politi-
cal, military and economic develop-
ments in Yemen.

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 2, (KUNA): 
Some 298 purebred horses from 
Kuwait and abroad participated in a 
beauty pageant on Wednesday, deliv-
ering unparalleled equestrian glamor 
to viewers in attendance.

The four-day event is divided into 
numerous categories that aim to put on 
display all forms of equine glamor, its 
chief organizer Nasser Al-Ghaith told 
KUNA, giving credit to horse breeders 
and state bodies alike for their contri-
butions towards the event.

Hailing the event as emblematic of 
the region’s rich equestrian tradition, 
he pointed out that a separate contest 

KUNA photo
A participating mare displaying her 

glamor.

involving Egyptian-bred horses would 
be held concurrently.
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Business   Change Closing pts
UAE - DFM +17.33 3,365.25
JAPAN - Nikkei +55.17 27,402.05
PAKISTAN - KSE 100 +113.57 40,733.51

   Change Closing pts
SAUDI - Tadawul -81.94 10,701.79
PHILIPPINES - PSEi -49.57 6,986.19
EGYPT - EGX 30 -152.06 16,255.73

it’s Wall Street’s favorite year of presidential cycle

You may be sick of politics, but Wall Street 
is just getting to its favorite part of the presi-
dential calendar.

The third year of the presidential cycle 
has historically been the best for the stock 
market. Going back to the start of 1945, the 
S&P 500 has risen an average of 15.9% 
during the last full year before an election, 
compared with an overall average of 9.2% 
for every year. 

Most of that better-than-usual performance 
is packed into the fi rst half of Year 3, accord-
ing to data from CFRA Research. In the fi rst 

three months of Year 3, for example, the 
S&P 500 has historically climbed an average 
of 6.9%, which is more than triple the 2.1% 
average for every fi rst quarter over that span. 

One line of thinking says Wall Street rises 
in anticipation of the White House passing 
economically popular measures in hopes of 
staying in offi ce. The difference could also 
just be statistical luck. But it’s happened 
enough that professional investors pay at 
least some attention to it, even if not all the 
candidates running in 2024 are known yet.

The last time a president was in Year 3, 

in 2019 under Donald Trump, the S&P 500 
soared nearly 29%. 

This year, there may be less appetite for 
big government programs that could stimu-
late the economy, because they could also 
potentially ignite infl ationary pressures. 

Averages also only tell part of the story. 
Across 23 completed four-year terms since 
1925, the S&P 500 gain in Year 3 was the 
best seven times according to Doug Ram-
sey, chief investment offi cer at Leuthold 
Group - better than random, but not by 
much. (AP)

Traders work on 
the fl oor at the 

New York Stock 
Exchange in New 

York, on Feb. 1, 
2023. (AP)

‘Stepping on the brakes’

Why Fed raised interest rates by smallest amount since it began its epic infl ation fi ght
By William Chittenden
Texas State University

The Conversation is an independent and nonprofi t source of news, anal-
ysis and commentary from academic experts.

❑        ❑        ❑

The Federal Reserve’s policy-setting committee lifted interest rates on Feb. 
1, 2023, by a quarter of a percentage point to a range of 4.5% to 4.75%. The 

increase, the smallest since the Fed began an aggressive campaign of rate hikes 
in March 2022, came amid signs the fastest pace of infl ation in decades is cool-
ing. But the Fed also indicated more rate hikes are coming.

So why is the Fed slowing the size of rate increases now, and what does it 
mean for consumers? We asked fi nance scholar William Chittenden from Texas 
State University to explain what’s going on and what comes next.  

Why did the Fed only hike rates by a quarter point?
The Fed is trying to fi gure out whether last year’s rate hikes have slowed the 

economy enough to get infl ation near its target of about 2%. 
By raising what’s known as the Fed funds rate, the U.S. central bank makes 

borrowing more expensive, which means buying large-ticket items, like cars 
and homes, is more costly. This should lead to fewer people buying cars, which 
will likely result in lower car prices. 

In 2022, the Fed lifted rates eight times by a total of 4.25 percentage points, 
which helped prompt infl ation to drop to an annual pace of 6.5% in December 
from 9.1% at its peak in June. 

To understand why it’s so hard for the Fed to fi gure out if its rate hikes 
worked, think of the economy as a fully loaded oil tanker out in the ocean. 
Naturally, it’s chugging along as fast it can to reach a specifi c destination, but 
it takes a long time from the captain “stepping on the brakes” to when the ship 

actually stops moving forward. 
Similarly, the Fed is raising rates to slow the economy - sort of like stepping 

on the brakes - and bring infl ation down to 2%, but there’s often a long delay 
between the hikes and their impact on the economy.

But if the Fed eases off the brakes too early, infl ation could remain high. If it 
presses on them too hard, unemployment will likely shoot up and the economy 
will slide into a recession. By increasing interest rates only a quarter-point, the 
Fed is signaling that it believes the economy has begun to slow down and is on 
a path to 2% infl ation.

Does this mean that the cost of borrowing will go down?
The Fed funds rate acts as a base rate for shorter-term interest rates, such as 

for car loans and credit cards. As it goes up, short-term borrowing rates increase 
by about the same amount. 

The fi nancial markets are predicting about an 80% chance the Fed’s bench-
mark lending rate will top out around 5% this summer - which means they’re 
expecting rates to go just a little bit higher.  

Rates on shorter-term borrowing are unlikely to come down, but if markets 
are right, they probably won’t increase much more.

However, for long-term borrowing costs, as on a 30-year mortgage, rates 
are already coming down and are likely to fall some more - good news for 
homebuyers.

What about infl ation – can consumers expect prices to fall?
Overall, yes, infl ation is already starting to come down - and prices on some 

items are even falling. 
For example, used-car prices, which soared earlier in the COVID-19 pan-

demic, have dropped in recent months, while prices of dozens of other items, 
such as fl our, clothes and gasoline, have eased. 

However, some costs continue to increase. Egg prices soared after the supply 
was disrupted because of avian fl u, which killed off nearly 53 million egg-
laying hens. Unfortunately, increasing interest rates will not bring back those 
birds or help decrease the cost of eggs.  

In addition, nothing the Fed does will affect the war in Ukraine, which has 
led to higher world wheat and energy prices. 

The point being, the Fed can’t really address certain types of infl ation.
Does all this mean that the US will avoid a recession?
That’s the trillion-dollar question. 
Fed offi cials have at times sounded hopeful that they can bring down infl a-

tion without crashing the economy - a so-called soft landing. During his press 
conference after the latest announcement Feb. 1, 2023, Fed Chair Jerome Pow-
ell was more cautious, saying it’s too soon to declare victory. But he noted: 
“We can now say for the fi rst time that the disinfl ationary process has started.”

Economic forecasters have been less confi dent that the U.S. will avoid a 
recession. On average, economists surveyed this past month by The Wall Street 
Journal forecast a 61% probability of a recession in 2023. In addition, key eco-
nomic indicators point to a recession, while the yield curve - a bond market 
metric that has been successful at predicting recessions - currently puts the odds 
at about 47%.

In my view, this all adds up to: Nobody really knows. My best advice to 
consumers out there is to prepare fi nancially for a recession, but let’s not give 
up hope that the Fed can slow the economy without crashing it. (AP)

The Conversation

A man walks along a street in central London, on Feb. 2, 2023. The Bank of England is expected to raise interest 
rates by as much as half a percentage point. (AP)

BoE hikes rates to tame infl ation

European Central Bank outpaces US 
Federal Reserve with half-point hike
FRANKFURT, Germany, Feb, 2, (AP): The European Cen-
tral Bank chugged ahead with another outsized interest rate 
hike Thursday and vowed more ahead, underlining its drive 
to subdue infl ation even as the European economy slows and 
the U.S. Federal Reserve eases its pace of increases.

The Frankfurt-based bank raised its key benchmarks by 
half a percentage point and said it intends to make a similar 
move in March. Policymakers are moving aggressively to 
get on top of price spikes that have slowed from record highs 
but are still hurting households in the 20 countries that use 
the euro currency. 

The bank, which also hiked by a half-point in December, 
“will stay the course in raising interest rates signifi cantly at 
a steady pace,” ECB President Christine Lagarde said at a 
news conference. 

“Now you will say, ‘Well, yes, but what about after 
March? Does that mean that you have reached the pinnacle 
or the peak?’ she added. “No, no, no, no. We know that we 
have ground to cover. We know that we are not done.”

The Bank of England also went big with a half-point hike 
Thursday, but the Fed pulled back a day earlier, slowing to 
a quarter-point hike.

Economic growth
Central bank action can hold back economic growth if 

they go too far. With the ECB moving quickly, Lagarde ac-
knowledged that “economic activity has slowed markedly” 
since the middle of last year and it’s expected to stay weak as 
demand slows around the world and Russia’s war in Ukraine 
raises uncertainty.

The eurozone’s economy already has stagnated - it grew 
only 0.1% in the last three months of 2022.

But Lagarde was optimistic overall, pointing to easing 
supply chain backups and Europe’s natural gas supply be-
coming more secure even after Russia cut off most fl ows to 
the continent.

“The economy has proved more resilient than expected 
and should recover over the coming quarters,” she said. 

The ECB’s bigger moves compared to the Fed partly re-
fl ect a later start in raising rates in July, four months after 
the U.S. central bank made its fi rst increase, and from lower 
levels. That means more ground to make up.

Raising rates makes it more expensive for consumers to 
borrow for purchases like homes and cars and for compa-
nies to fund expansions. That is designed to cool demand for 
goods that push up consumer prices, which increased 8.5% 
in the eurozone last month from a year earlier. 

While still high, the annual rate has dropped three months 

in a row after reaching a record high of 10.6% in October.
Infl ation is one of the key factors holding back economic 

growth, robbing consumers of spending power as higher 
food and energy prices consume their paychecks.

High energy prices tied to Russia’s war in Ukraine have driv-
en up utility bills for households and businesses, which have 
passed on those extra costs to shoppers and diners. That’s been 
the major driver of European infl ation, which is well above the 
ECB’s target of 2% considered best for the economy.

Workers across continental Europe and in the United 
Kingdom have been holding strikes and protests to demand 
that their pay keep pace with the soaring cost of living.

While interest rate hikes are the usual cure for infl ation, 
they also mean people are facing sharply higher mortgage 
rates to buy homes and banks that are becoming more re-
strictive with loans.

ECB offi cials say decisive action now will prevent infl a-
tion from becoming ingrained in wages, prices and people’s 
expectations and force more drastic action later. Bank of-
fi cials say economic growth should recover more strongly 
later in the year, expecting a 0.5% increase in output - still 
less than 3.5% in 2022.

The ECB’s benchmark for lending now stands at 3%, and 
the rate on deposits left overnight by commercial banks is 
2.5%. The key U.S. federal funds rate after Wednesday’s 
meeting is at 4.5% to 4.75%.

The Bank of England raised interest rates by half a per-
centage point Thursday as it sought to tame double-digit 
infl ation that is fueling a cost-of-living crisis, public-sector 
strikes and fears of recession.

The bank’s monetary policy committee voted 7-2 to push 
its key rate to 4%, approving the 10th consecutive rate in-
crease since a post-pandemic surge in the world economy 
and Russia’s war in Ukraine drove infl ation to 40-year highs.

Economists suggest this may be the last big rate increase 
for Britain’s central bank after infl ation slowed to 10.5% in 
December from a peak of 11.1% two months earlier. It fore-
cast a fall to about 4% by the end of the year.

“We have done a lot on rates already. The full effect of 
that is still to come through, but it is too soon to declare vic-
tory just yet,” bank Gov. Andrew Bailey said at a news con-
ference. He added, “We have seen a turning of the corner, 
but it’s very early days and the risks are very large.”

The bank pointed to high global infl ation but said “it is 
likely to have peaked across many advanced economies, 
including in the United Kingdom,” noting falling energy 
prices and fewer supply chain disruptions.

GOP lawmakers push for steep cuts

Biden, McCarthy meet on debt crisis worries
WASHINGTON, Feb 2, (AP): Presi-
dent Joe Biden and House Speaker 
Kevin McCarthy met face-to-face 
Wednesday for more than an hour of 
highly anticipated budget talks - “a 
good fi rst meeting,” the new Republi-
can leader said - but expectations were 
low for quick progress as GOP law-
makers push for steep cuts in a deal to 
prevent a national debt limit crisis.

Biden has resisted direct spend-
ing negotiations linked to vital action 
raising the nation’s legal debt ceiling, 
warning against potentially throwing 
the economy into chaos.

McCarthy had all but invited himself 
to the White House to start the conversa-
tion before a summer debt deadline. And 
he emerged saying the meeting went 

better than expected: The two agreed to 
meet again, and the speaker said he ex-
pected to hear from Biden soon.

“No agreement, no promises except 
we will continue this conversation,” 
McCarthy told reporters outside the 
White House. 

He said he told the president he 
would not raise the debt ceiling with-
out concessions from Democrats.

“I was very clear,” he said. “We’re 
not spending more next year than we 
spent this year.”

And Biden’s response? McCarthy 
said the president insisted on a “clean 
debt ceiling” vote without the budget 
cuts Republicans are demanding.

“We both have different perspec-
tives on this, but I thought this was a 

good meeting,” McCarthy said. 
The White House said the president 

and the speaker agreed to continue 
the conversation. The president made 
clear that it is their “shared duty” to 
not allow a “catastrophic default,” the 
White House said.

The House speaker arrived for the af-
ternoon session carrying no formal GOP 
budget proposal, but he is laden with the 
promises he made to far-right and other 
conservative Republican lawmakers 
during his diffi cult campaign to become 
House speaker. He vowed then to work 
to return federal spending to 2022 levels 
- an 8% reduction. He also promised to 
take steps to balance the budget within 
the decade - an ambitious, if politically 
unattainable goal.

Wall Street rally rolls on, 
led by torrid tech stocks

Global markets rise after Fed sees infl ation improving

NEW YORK, Feb 2, (AP): Wall Street is 
rallying more on Thursday, led by excite-
ment around tech stocks and a surge for 
Facebook’s parent company.

The S&P 500 was 1.4% higher in midday trading 
a day after hitting its highest level since August. The 
Nasdaq composite was 2.9% higher, as of 11:50 a.m. 
Eastern time, while the Dow Jones Industrial Average 
was lagging because it has less of an emphasis on tech. 
It was down 133 points, or 0.4%, at 33,959. 

Meta was helping to lead the way with a 23.5% leap after 
it reported better revenue for the latest quarter than analysts 
expected and said it expects to spend less this year than ear-
lier forecast. While its latest profi t fell short of expectations, 
Facebook’s parent also announced a program to buy back 
$40 billion of its stock.

Stocks had already been on the upswing through the start 
of the year on hopes that the Federal Reserve may be set to 
pause soon on its hikes to interest rates. Such increases help 
stamp out infl ation but also hurt the economy and invest-
ment prices.

A day earlier, stocks and bonds took off after Fed Chair 
Jerome Powell said the central bank is fi nally starting to see 
progress in its battle against infl ation. Markets took that as a 
cue that a pause may indeed be imminent, and investors even 
raised bets for cuts to rates late this year. Rate cuts act like 
steroids for markets, juicing prices and providing support for 
the economy.

That’s despite Powell saying on Wednesday that a cou-
ple more rate hikes will likely be appropriate to get infl ation 
down to the Fed’s target. He also said he did not foresee any 
rate cuts in 2023 and again pledged to “stay the course until 
the job is done” on beating infl ation. 

“The market is saying the Fed may have its cake and eat 
it, too: infl ation falling and growth not falling off a cliff so 
far,” said Ella Hoxha, senior investment manager at Pictet 
Asset Management. 

She said the market seems to be putting a 75% probability 
on the Fed engineering a “soft landing” for the economy, 
where infl ation can drop from its soaring heights without 
sending the economy into a painful recession. 

“We would say at best it’s 50%, potentially lower,” Hox-
ha said. 

She said there’s still a risk that the Fed will have to hold 
a tougher line on rates than markets expect if the U.S. labor 
market remains tight. That gives her pause as stock and bond 
prices rally so strongly around the world. 

“It does feel like the market wants to pick pennies in front 
of a steamroller,” she said.

Thursday’s rally stretched across the Atlantic, where mar-
kets rose after central banks for Europe and the United King-
dom also raised rates in their efforts to squelch infl ation. 

The European Central Bank raised its key rate by 0.50 
percentage points and said another would arrive next month. 
The Bank of England also raised its key rate by half a per-
centage point and said it’s seeing “a turning of the corner,” 
though it also stressed it’s too soon to declare victory over 
infl ation.

European stocks rallied, with the German DAX returning 
2.2%. The FTSE 100 in London was up 0.7%. 

Moves in Asia were more modest, with Hong Kong’s 
Hang Seng down 0.5% and Japan’s Nikkei 225 up 0.2%. 

The next big event for Wall Street will be a suite of earn-
ings reports from Big Tech companies coming after trading 
closes Thursday, including Apple, Amazon and Google’s 
parent company, Alphabet. Each rose more than 3%. Be-
cause these stocks are the biggest by value, their movements 
carry more sway on the S&P 500 and other indexes.

After those will be Friday’s jobs report, where econo-
mists expect to see a slowdown in hiring. The job market has 
largely remained resilient even in the face of swift rate hikes 
by the Fed over the last year. 

Europe
The FTSE 100 in London rose 0.6% to 7,808.83. The 

DAX in Frankfurt gained 1.4% to 15,396.36 and the CAC 
40 in Paris was up 1% at 7,148.88.

Asia
The Shanghai Composite Index gained less than 0.1% to 

3,285.67 and the Nikkei 225 in Tokyo added 0.2% to 27,402.05. 
The Hang Seng in Hong Kong shed 0.5% to 21,958.36.

The Kospi in Seoul was up 0.8% at 2,466.03 and Sydney’s 
S&P-ASX 200 added 0.1% to 7,511.60.

India’s Sensex shed less than 0.1% to 59,664.17. New 
Zealand and Jakarta advanced while Singapore, Bangkok 
and Kuala Lumpur declined.

Oil
Benchmark U.S. crude rose 42 cents to $76.83 cents to 

$77.07 per barrel in electronic trading on the New York 
Mercantile Exchange. The contract fell $2.46 on Wednesday 
to $76.41. Brent crude, the price basis for international oil 
trading, added 39 cents to $83.23 per barrel in London. It 
lost $2.62 the previous session to $82.84 a barrel.

Currencies
The dollar was unchanged at 128.57 yen. The euro rose to 

$1.1001 from $1.0979.



Qatar Airways, Airbus reach settlement in A350 legal case

Qatar Airways and Airbus have reached a 
settlement in a longstanding legal dispute 
over the safety of the A350 jetliner and bil-
lions of orders for other planes.

The companies said in a joint statement 
Wednesday that the settlement was “ami-
cable and mutually agreeable.’’

“A repair project is now underway and 
both parties look forward to getting these 
aircraft safely back in the air,’’ the compa-
nies said in a statement.

Qatar Airways had grounded Airbus 
A350s over what it described as fuse-

lages “degrading at an accelerated rate” 
in the long-range aircraft. The airline had 
raised questions about the A350s’ carbon 
composite fuselage, designed to make 
the twin-aisle aircraft lighter and cheaper 
to operate by burning less jet fuel.

In December 2021, Qatar’s national 
carrier announced it was suing Airbus 
in London over what it described as the 
“accelerated surface degradation” of the 
wide-body A350. 

The next month, European planemaker 
Airbus terminated a multibillion-dollar order 

by Qatar Airways for 50 of its smaller single-
aisle in-demand A321neo jets. The termina-
tion of the contract for the Airbus 321neos 
followed Qatar Airways’ refusal to take any 
more A350s until the problem was fi xed.

Now that the dispute has been re-
solved, Airbus will “reintegrate” Qatar’s 
50 A321neo orders, with deliveries due to 
resume in 2026, Airbus spokesman Justin 
Dubon said. The Toulouse, France-based 
planemaker also will resume deliveries this 
year of 23 A350s that that airline had put on 
hold because of the dispute, he said. (AP)
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Global growth raised marginally amid cau-
tious optimism 

In its latest World Economic Outlook report, the 
IMF highlighted continued impact of elevated 

inflation levels and the resultant rate hikes as well 
as the Russia/Ukraine war on growth during 2023. 
A resurgence of COVID-19 cases in China could 
also affect the ongoing recovery in the country, the 
agency highlighted. Nevertheless, the IMF said that 
the adverse forces have moderated vs. previous ex-
pectations especially led by pent-up demand from a 
number of economies, while a faster-than-expected 
decline in inflation could also be beneficial. 

As a result, the IMF marginally raised World 
GDP growth expectations for 2023 by 20 bps to 
2.9% but lowered 2024 forecast by 10 bps to 3.1%. 
The downward revisions were made to growth rates 
for both Advanced Economies as well as Emerg-
ing Market and Developing Economies. Growth 
expectation for EM and Developing Economies 
witnessed an upward revision of 30 bps for 2023 to 
an expected growth of 4.0% but a downward revi-
sion of 10 bps was made to the forecast for 2024 
with growth expected to reach 4.2% next year. On 
the other hand, growth estimates for Advanced 
Economies witnessed an upward revision of 10 
bps to 1.2% for 2023 and downward revision of 20 
bps for 2024 to 1.4%. The IMF revised the global 
growth for two large economies, the United States 
and China, for 2023 that are expected to grow fast-
er than what was predicted in October last year. 

The IMF raised the growth forecast for US by 
40 bps to a growth of 1.4% in 2023 followed by 20 
bps downward revision to growth in 2024 that is 
expected to come in at 1.0%. The upward revision 
for 2023 indicates the spillover effects from 2022 
domestic demand resilience. On the other hand, 
the downward revision for 2024 is due to Federal 
Reserve rate hikes, which is expected to reach a 
peak of around 5.1% in 2023. The IMF anticipates 
growth rate in the Euro Area to reach 1.6% in 2024 
after hitting a low of 0.7% in 2023. The 20 bps 
upward revision to growth this year refl ects lower 
wholesale energy prices, and new announcements 
of fi scal purchasing power support in the form of 
cash transfers and energy price controls. However, 
ECB’s rate hikes and the decline in real incomes 
are expected to partially offset the overall growth.  

In contrast, growth in the United Kingdom is 
forecasted to decline by 0.6% in 2023, a 90 bps 
downgrade from October-2022 forecast, due to 
tighter fi nancial conditions, monetary and fi scal 
policies, and still-high energy retail prices that 
are straining household budgets. For the Asia re-
gion, IMF upgraded China’s forecast by 80 bps to 
5.2% in 2023 after 3.0% growth in 2022, refl ecting 
the improved mobility in the country. However, 
growth in 2024 is expected to decline to 4.5% due 
to slow structural reform progress. Growth forecast 
for India was retained at 6.1% in 2023 followed by 
a faster growth of 6.8% in 2024, buoyed by solid 
domestic demand despite external constraints. 

The IMF forecasts the rate of global infl ation to 
fall from 8.8% in 2022 to 6.6% in 2023 and 4.3% in 
2024, albeit slightly higher than pre-pandemic levels 
of around 3.5% (2017-19). With greater variability 

in Emerging Market and Developing nations, upside 
infl ation shocks have been most common in Ad-
vanced Economies, according to the IMF. However, 
the agency said that the 3Q-2022 saw unexpectedly 
strong household consumption, business investment, 
and economic growth prompting to better-than-ex-
pected resiliency to the European energy crisis. That 
said, the IMF said that core infl ation, which includes 
more volatile energy and food costs, is although yet 
to peak in many countries, it has shown improvement 
with overall measures of infl ation now declining in 
the majority of the countries. 

MENA Region 
Growth in the MENA region was lowered by 40 

bps to 3.2% for 2023 and revised upward by 20 
bps to 3.5% for 2024. The downgrade for 2023 is 
mainly due to lower oil production in accordance 
with an OPEC+ agreement, but non-oil growth is 
likely to remain resilient. The downward revision 
for 2023 was also refl ected in the forecast for Saudi 
Arabia that is now expected to grow by 2.6% this 
year, a downward revision of 110 bps, followed by 
3.4% in 2024 with an upward revision of 50 bps. 

Global Trade Volumes 
Global trade volume is expected to grow by 2.4% 

in 2023, a downward revision of 10 bps, despite an 
easing of supply bottlenecks. The revision refl ected 
downward revision to forecast for Emerging Market 
and Developing economies which is expected to slow 
by 30 bps to 2.6% in 2023, whereas the growth for 
the Advanced Economies was kept unchanged. Next 
year, Advanced Economies is expected to see down-
ward revision of 40 bps to 2.7% while growth for the 
Emerging market and Developing Economies was 
kept unchanged. According to the IMF, Global trade 
growth and international commodity prices have de-
clined as a result of China’s slowdown. 

Global Growth 
The forecasted weak growth in 2023 is mainly due 

to the confl ict between Ukraine/Russia and the hike 
in central bank rates to combat infl ation, particularly 
in advanced economies. On the other hand, growth 
in emerging market and developing economies is ex-
pected to have peaked in 2022. A complete reopening 
of the Chinese economy this year is also expected to 
support growth in China. The economies are predict-
ed to see a faster growth in 2024 as a result of infl ation 
slowing down and a gradual recovery from the conse-
quences of the confl ict in Ukraine. However, despite 
the easing of supply bottlenecks, it is predicted that 
world trade growth will follow the direction of global 
demand and fall to 2.4% in 2023 before increasing to 
3.4% in 2024. 

Inflaton is expected to ease 
According to the IMF, 84% of nations would 

have lower infl ation in 2023 than they did in 2022. 
Global infl ation is expected to decline from 8.8% 
in 2022 to 6.6% in 2023 and 4.3 in 2024, which 
is still higher than pre-pandemic levels of roughly 
3.5%. The expected defl ation which refl ects fall-
ing worldwide gasoline and nonfuel commodity 
prices as a result of reduced global demand refl ects 
the cooling effects of monetary policy tightening 

on underlying infl ation, which is predicted to fall 
globally from 6.9% in the fourth quarter of 2022 to 
4.5% in the fourth quarter of 2023. 

Annual average infl ation in advanced economies 
is expected to fall from 7.3% in 2022 to 4.6% in 
2023 and 2.6% in 2024, whereas in emerging mar-
ket and developing economies infl ation is antici-
pated to fall from 9.9% in 2022 to 8.1% in 2023 
and 5.5% in 2024, which is above the pre-pandemic 
level of 4.9%. In low-income developing countries, 

infl ation is expected to fall from 14.2% in 2022 
to 8.6% in 2024, remaining high but returning to 
pre-pandemic levels. A faster recovery in China’s 
economy or higher-than-anticipated costs for food, 
gas, and oil as a result of the confl ict in the Ukraine 
might push headline infl ation up once more and 
trickle down to underlying infl ation. Such changes 
can lead to a de-anchoring of infl ation expectations 
and necessitate a stricter monetary policy, accord-
ing to the IMF. 
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In this Jan 15, 
2015, file photo, 
a new Qatar Air-

ways Airbus A350 
approaches the 

gate at the airport 
in Frankfurt, 

Germany. Qatar 
Airways and Air-

bus have reached 
a settlement in a 

longstanding legal 
dispute over the 

A350 jetliner and 
billions of orders 
for other planes. 

(AP)

Congress urged to limit certain extra charges imposed on consumers

Biden goes after fees levied for flights, hotels and tickets
WASHINGTON, Feb 2, (AP): US President Joe 
Biden took swipes at airlines and hotels Wednesday 
as he called on Congress to limit certain extra charg-
es they impose on consumers.

“These unfair fees add up,” he said, speaking just 
before a meeting of the White House Competition 
Committee. 

Biden said Congress should restrict airline seat-
assignment fees imposed on families trying to sit 
together, so-called resort fees that many hotels now 
tack on to the bill, excessive service charges on 
tickets for concerts and sporting events, and fees to 
switch or cancel internet, cable or cellphone service.

“Some airlines charge extra to pick your seat, in-
cluding for parents who just want to sit next to their 
child on a plane,” Biden said. “They charge ex-
tra - you don’t know that going in though - and it’s 
wrong.”

A spokeswoman for Airlines for America, a trade 
group that represents the largest U.S. carriers, said 
its members - including American, United, Delta 
and Southwest - don’t charge family-seating fees, al-
though some budget airlines do. 

The larger airlines “make every effort to accom-
modate customers traveling together, especially 
those traveling with children, without additional 
charges, and consumers are offered a range of 
choices at the time of ticket purchase, including 
various seating options,” said the spokeswoman, 
Marli Collier.

Congress previously told the Transportation De-
partment to review airline seating policies and con-
sider how to ensure that children under 14 sit with 
an older family member at no extra cost. The depart-
ment issued guidance last July urging airlines to do 
so “to the maximum extent practicable.”

Biden also took aim at hotels for adding resort 
fees, “which can be over $50 a night, when you check 

‘Probably the world’s biggest welcome ever’

Hong Kong woos tourists with air tickets and vouchers

out.”
A spokesman for the American Hotel and Lodging 

Association said 94% of hotels don’t charge resort 
fees. For those that do, “it covers unique and tangible 
amenities such as food and beverage credits, special 
events, access to pools and beaches, transportation 
and spa services,” said the spokesman, Curt Cashour.

On ticket fees, Democrats and Republicans on a 
Senate committee called last week for more trans-
parency after Ticketmaster scrapped a general-public 
sale for Taylor Swift concerts.

Separately, Biden touted a proposed new regula-
tion from the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau 
that he said would limit credit-card late fees from 

$31 on average to $8. 
The White House contends that legislation ap-

proved during the Obama administration lets the 
bureau regulate excessive credit card fees, while 
Biden’s other proposals would need congressional 
approval, which could be diffi cult because of opposi-
tion from business interests.

HONG KONG, Feb 2, (AP): Hong Kong will give 
away air tickets and vouchers to woo tourists back 
to the international financial hub, racing to catch up 
with other popular travel destinations in a fierce re-
gional competition. 

During the pandemic, the city largely aligned it-
self with mainland China’s “zero-COVID” strategy 
and has relaxed its entry rules months slower than 
rivals such as Singapore, Japan and Taiwan. Even 
after it reopened its border with mainland China in 
January, tourism recovery was sluggish.

On Thursday, Chief Executive John Lee 
launched a tourism campaign “Hello Hong Kong,” 
saying the city will offer 500,000 free air tickets 
to welcome tourists from around the world in what 
he called “probably the world’s biggest welcome 
ever”. 

“Hong Kong is now seamlessly connected to the 
mainland of China and the whole international world 
and there will be no isolation, no quarantine,” he 
said at a ceremony. “This is the perfect timing for 

tourists, business travelers, and investors from near 
and far to come and say, ‘Hello, Hong Kong.’” 

Under the campaign, most of the plane tickets - 
worth 2 billion Hong Kong dollars ($255 million) 
- will come from three Hong Kong-based airlines 
through various promotional activities, including 
lucky draws, “buy one, get one free” promotions 
and games. The project will begin in March and last 
about six months, said Fred Lam, CEO of the Air-
port Authority.

“We hope those who secure the air tickets can 
bring two or three more relatives and friends to the 
city. Although we are just giving away 500,000 air 
tickets, we believe this can help bring Hong Kong 
over 1.5 million visitors,” Lam said. 

The airlines will distribute the tickets in phases, 
with the Southeast Asian markets set to benefit in 
the first stage, he said.

An additional 80,000 air tickets will be given away 
to Hong Kong residents in the summer, Lam said. 
Those living in the Greater Bay Area will also bene-

fit from the policy that offers over 700,000 tickets in 
total. The Greater Bay Area is a Chinese government 
initiative to link Hong Kong with neighboring main-
land cities, including the technology and finance hub 
of Shenzhen and the manufacturing powerhouses of 
Dongguan and Foshan.

Visitors can also enjoy special offers and vouchers 
among other incentives in the city, Lee said. 

Hong Kong received 56 million visitors in 2019 
- over seven times its population - before the pan-
demic began. But its strict COVID-19 restrictions 
have been keeping visitors away over the past 
three years, devastating the tourism sector and its 
economy. The city’s GDP last year fell 3.5 % from 
2021, according to the government’s provisional 
data.

In the past few months, it finally dropped its man-
datory hotel quarantine rule and PCR tests for in-
coming travelers, resulting in a slight increase in ar-
rival figures. Still, its 2022 visitor numbers were just 
1% of the 2019 level.
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AMC exits Saudi Arabia as young cinema market booms

AMC Entertainment Holdings has decided to exit Saudi Ara-
bia’s fast-growing market amid heavy competition less than fi ve 
years after the lifting of a decades-long ban on movie theaters.

The world’s biggest cinema chain, which announced the de-
cision on Tuesday, said it had always planned to eventually 
hand operations over to its Saudi partners and that the $30 mil-
lion sale would further boost its cash reserves as the industry 
struggles to recover from the pandemic.  Saudi Arabia lifted the 
ban on movie theaters and other forms of public entertainment 
as part of Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman’s efforts to 
overhaul the economy and bring Western-style entertainment 
to the once-cloistered and ultra-conservative kingdom.

AMC marked its arrival by hosting a viewing of “Black Panther” 

in April 2018 that attracted a large crowd of men and women, a 
scene that would have been unimaginable just a few years earlier.

But in the years since it has faced stiff competition, including 
from homegrown operator muvi Cinemas, which now leads the 
market, and Vox Cinemas, part of the Dubai-based Majid Al 
Futtaim Entertainment conglomerate.

AMC will sell its investment to Saudi Entertainment Ven-
tures, known as SEVEN, which is operated by the Saudi gov-
ernment’s Public Investment Fund. 

The Leawood, Kansas-based company will continue to license 
the AMC name for the 13 theaters it opened around the kingdom 
and for future locations. It had initially planned to open up to 40 
cinemas by 2023 but scaled back in the face of the pandemic. (AP)

Visitors wait in front of a Black 
Panther movie banner, during 
an invitation-only screening, 
at the King Abdullah Financial 
District Theater, in Riyadh, 
Saudi Arabia, on April 18, 
2018. AMC Entertainment 
Holdings, the world’s biggest 
cinema chain, has decided 
to exit Saudi Arabia’s fast-
growing market in the face 
of intense competition. The 
decision, announced Monday, 
Jan. 30, 2023, comes less 
than fi ve years after AMC 
opened the kingdom’s fi rst 
movie theater following a 
decades-long ban. (AP)

Credit growth expected to soften in 2023

Kuwait domestic credit growth at 7.7% in 2022
By National Bank of Kuwait

Domestic credit ended the year on a relatively weak note, 
increasing by 0.9% q/q in 4Q2022 but with growth at 

7.7% for the full year, the fastest yearly expansion since 
2015. The softening growth in the fourth quarter did not 
come as a surprise as that quarter has historically been the 
weakest quarter of the year. In line with expectations, busi-
ness credit growth weakened further in Q4, while household 
loan expansion remained robust, though decelerated for the 
second straight quarter. 

Business credit was broadly fl at in Q4 to record 6.8% 
growth in 2022, the fastest annual expansion since 2013. 
Growth of the various sectors differed markedly with three 
sectors (real estate, construction, and other services) ac-
counting for nearly 90% of the increase in business credit in 
2022. The construction sector expanded by a whopping 23% 
in 2022, but after three consecutive years of negative growth. 
In contrast, the oil/gas sector was the weakest, dropping by 
3% in 2022 after growing strongly in 2020 and 2021. Going 
into 2023, given higher interest rates, a weaker global eco-
nomic backdrop, and likely softer domestic non-oil growth, 
we expect slower business credit growth than the multi-year 
high seen in 2022. However, growth should remain decent 
by historical standards helped by still relatively elevated oil 
prices and an ongoing post-pandemic recovery. 

Household credit growth remained generally robust (+1.6% 
q/q) though softened for the second straight quarter, fi nishing 
the year at a strong 9.1%, though down from a record 13.1% 
in 2021. The growth in housing loans (+9.4% in 2022) slightly 
outstripped that of personal consumption loans (+6.6%). Look-
ing ahead, we expect household credit growth to remain robust 
though weaker than in 2022 on the back of higher interest rates, 
lower price competition among banks given the increasing cost 
of funds, and normalizing growth in consumer spending. 

Deposits up 5.3% in 2022 driven by time deposits 
Meanwhile, domestic deposit growth was weak for the 

second consecutive quarter, fi nishing the year with a 5.3% 
expansion (1.6% in 2021). Private-sector deposits expanded 
by 6.6% in 2022, government deposits soared by 18%, while 
public-institution deposits decreased by 6.3%. By the end of 
2022, out of total resident deposits (KD 46.9 billion) private-
sector deposits accounted for 78%, public-institution deposits 
15%, and government deposits 7%. 

In line with expectations, among KD private-sector depos-
its, time deposits increased in 2022 at a much faster rate than 
current and saving accounts (CASA). In fact, CASA dropped 
for six consecutive months (July through December), falling by 
4.3% in 2022, while time deposits soared by 19%. By the end of 
2022, among private-sector deposits, CASA accounted for 45% 

of the total (down from 51% a year ago), time deposits 50%, 
and foreign-currency deposits less than 5%. Looking ahead, 
given the relatively elevated interest rate environment (and pos-
sibly further increases in deposit rates), the growth in time de-
posits will most likely continue to outstrip that of CASA. 

Rate hiking cycle closer to its end 

The Central Bank of Kuwait (CBK) has hiked the dis-
count rate by a cumulative 2.5% since March 2022, much 
less than the cumulative 4.5% increase by the US Federal 
Reserve (Fed). The Fed is close to ending its rate hiking 
cycle, with the market expecting a further 25 bps increase 
in the March meeting. Accordingly, the rate hiking cycle in 

Kuwait is also likely close to its end. Even if the CBK de-
cides, at the extreme, to hike by slightly more than the Fed 
(to make up for its smaller hikes previously), it is unlikely 
that the discount rate will increase substantially from cur-
rent levels, especially given the possibility of the Fed cutting 
rates in the second half of the year. 

Highlights
■ Despite ending the year on a weak note, do-
mestic credit increased by 7.7% in 2022, the 
fastest yearly increase since 2015.
■ Business credit was unsurprisingly weak in 
Q4, but growth stood at 6.8% in 2022, the high-
est annual increase since 2013.
■ Household credit continued to soften, finishing 
the year at 9% growth, down from 13% in 2021.
■ Domestic deposits were weak for the second 
straight quarter, finishing the year with a 5.3% 
expansion.
■ Private-sector time deposits (+19%) and 
government deposits (+18%) drove deposit 
growth in 2022, while CASA dropped.
■ Going into 2023, we expect credit growth to 
soften compared with 2022 though remaining 
robust at around 5% to 6%.

Launch of “Buna Platform”

AMF extends new compensatory 
loan of USD 166 mln to Morocco
RABAT, Feb 2: The AMF extended a 
new Compensatory Loan to the King-
dom of Morocco, with the amount of 
Arab Accounting Dinar 41.125 mil-
lion, the equivalent of approximately 
USD 166 million. The agreement 
was sitgned on Wednesday, January 
11, 2023, by HE Nadia Fettah, Min-
ister of Economy and Finance, on 
behalf of the Kingdom of Morocco, 
and HE Dr. Abdulrahman A. Al Ha-
midy, Director General Chairman of 
the Board of Executive Directors of 
the AMF, on behalf of the AMF, with 
the aim to provide fi nancial support 
to strengthen the country’s fi nancial 
position and meet emergency needs. 
The loan was disbursed on Thursday, 
February 2, 2023

On this occasion, her Excellency 
the Moroccan Minister of Economy 
and Finance expressed her apprecia-
tion for the support provided by the 
AMF and the important role it plays 
in strengthening the ability of Arab 
countries to maintain economic sta-
bility and face current challenges. 
In turn, his Excellency the Director 
General of the AMF congratulated 
the Kingdom of Morocco on its suc-
cess in implementing the economic 
reform programs, which largely con-
tribute to improving the outlook for 
its credit rating by rating agencies, 
stressing the AMF keenness to con-
tinue the fruitful partnership with the 
Moroccan government to help the 
country address the different chal-
lenges in the most effective way.

In this respect, the AMF hasalso 
fi nalized the procedures to withdraw 
the second tranche of the exiting loan 
to the Kingdom of Morocco, to sup-
port a reform program aiming to en-
hance a conducive environment for 
small and medium-sized enterprises. 
The mentioned tranche is of the value 
of Arab Accounting Dinar 5.1million, 
withdrawn on 23December 2022.

The AMF is currently studying 

fi nancing requests from other mem-
ber countries, and is processing the 
requests through expeditious proce-
dures, in order to provide support as 
quickly as possible, so that the bor-
rowing member countries can meet 
fi nancing needs and enhance their fi -
nancial positions to face various chal-
lenges, especially in such times.

The Arab Monetary Fund (AMF) 
supports the efforts of its member 
countries to implement economicand 
structural reforms, in face of vari-
ous challenges, through a number of 
means, including fi nancing the needs 
of the balance of payments and public 
budgets, and fi nancing trade through 
its affi liate the Arab Trade Financ-
ing Program, in addition to its role 
in promoting policy dialogue and 
consultation on economic, fi nancial 
and development issues via its vari-
ous forums and activities, providing 
technical advice to member countries 
in the fi eld of economic, fi scal and fi -
nancial policies, and providing train-
ing for government offi cials in mem-
ber countries through its Institute for 
Training and Capacity Building. 

Moreover, within the framework 
of its endeavours to support regional 
fi nancial integration, encourage inter-
Arab trade and investments and link 
with the main trading partners of 
Arab countries, the AMF completed 
the establishment of the Arab Re-
gional Payments Clearing and Settle-
ment Organization “Buna Platform” 
with the aim of encouraging the use 
of Arab currencies in inter-fi nancial 
and investment transactions, and con-
tributing to strengthening compliance 
in clearing and settling these transac-
tions. It is worth noting that “Buna 
Platform” is in line with relevant 
international standards and has inter-
national acceptance, as it is seen as 
a model for alignment with the G20 
directions to enhance cross-border 
payments.

Genuine tool to enhance acquisition of national talent

NBK partakes in ‘Employment after
Completion of Military Service’ fair
KUWAIT CITY, Feb 2: Refl ecting 
its belief in the importance of sup-
porting the youth and providing them 
with suitable job opportunities in the 
banking and fi nancial sectors, National 
Bank of Kuwait (NBK) participated in 
the “Employment after Completion of 
Military Service” Career Fair, which 
was organized by the National Military 

Service Authority 
of the Ministry of 
Defense, to help 
the youth who 
have completed 
their military ser-
vice to start their 
career.

The fair was 
held for one day, 
where many 
agencies intro-
duced their va-
cancies to the 

graduates from the military conscripts 
who enjoy responsibility, discipline, 
skills and high values that were in-
stilled in them during performing their 
national service.

On this occasion, Mr. Emad Al-
Ablani, GM – Group Human Resources 
at National Bank of Kuwait said: “We 
are pleased to participate in this impor-
tant career fair, which aims to open the 
way for our youth who have completed 
their military service by providing them 
with the best job opportunities to start a 
thriving career that serves the Country 
in all economic fi elds.”

Al-Ablani indicated that the fair rep-
resents a genuine tool to enhance the 
participation of national talent in vari-
ous work sectors and fi elds, in line with 
the strategic and comprehensive frame-
work for the employment of Kuwaitis, 
as enshrined in Kuwait Vision 2035.

“As the largest fi nancial institution in 
Kuwait, NBK continues to reinforce its 
leading position among all private sector 

Emad Al-Ablani

‘Employment after Completion of Military Service’ career fair organized by National Military Service Authority.

institutions in employing national man-
power, as the bank is always seeking to 
attract human capital, provide them with 
training, upskilling and qualifying them 
for banking work,” he added.

Al-Ablani stressed that NBK’s re-
cruitment strategy is based on diversity 
and equal opportunities, attracting the 
best talent, training them and develop-
ing their abilities and skills with the 
best programs, so that they can build 
a successful career that will help them 
take leading positions within the bank 
in the future. This makes NBK the em-
ployer of choice in the private sector 
for Kuwaiti fresh graduates, in addi-
tion to being the bank with the highest 
retention rates for Kuwaiti employees.

“NBK does not only provide job op-

portunities, but also a promising career 
path and future, thanks to the bank’s 
professional training resources and 
programs that are on par with inter-
national standards in a way that helps 
enhance the skills and competencies of 
the youth,” he explained.

NBK participates in career fairs as 
they serve as a meeting point between 
private sector companies and potential 
candidates looking for a career. It will 
also help graduates navigate their way 
into the labor market, in supports of the 
bank’s endeavors to promote the culture 
of working in the private sector among 
the Kuwaiti youth and attract high-ca-
liber talent to the banking sector.

NBK is committed to provide train-
ing programs for young Kuwaiti fresh 

graduates and students, to equip them 
with the expertise, professional knowl-
edge, and on-job training, as profession-
al preparation for them to navigate the 
labor market, manifesting NBK’s role 
as one of the leading local private sector 
institutions in supporting the youth.

NBK’s endeavors to acquire na-
tional talent go in line with its devel-
opment and training plans aimed to 
invest in national cadres and prepare 
a promising banking generation. The 
bank also seeks to provide a series of 
professional training courses and aca-
demic programs, given its leadership 
among all banking institutions in Ku-
wait in organizing training programs 
for the youth.

Measure meant to stabilize free-falling lebanese pound

Lebanon sets new exchange rate, dramatically devalues pound
BEIRUT, Feb 2, (AP): Three years into a crippling fi nan-
cial crisis, Lebanon’s Central Bank on Wednesday set a 
new exchange rate that effectively devalued the country’s 
currency by 90% but did little to bridge the gap with the 
soaring black market rate.

The dramatic measure is meant to stabilize the free-fall-
ing Lebanese pound and eliminate the multiple exchange 
rates that currently exist, a key demand of the International 
Monetary Fund for a bailout package for Lebanon.

The new rate set Wednesday is 15,000 pounds to the 
dollar -- a stark contrast the previous, when the Lebanese 
pound was pegged at just over 1,500 pounds to the dollar. 

That rate was implemented in 1997, to encourage investor 
confi dence and to stall hyperinfl ation after its 15-year civil 
war.

However, it’s unclear how the new rate will be imple-
mented or reconcile a host of different exchange rates that 
exist for public sector salaries, fuel prices and different ser-
vices, including telecommunications. 

Many fear it will lead to another surge in infl ation and 
hike prices of food and other essential goods, as authorities 
have in the past failed to crack down on illicit price hikes.

Also, the new offi cial rate is nowhere near the current 
black market rate of about 60,000 pounds to the dollar, used 

for buying and selling most goods, nor the Central Bank’s 
Sayrafa platform - used for certain fi nancial transactions - 
with 38,000 for $1. It also will apply to withdrawals from 
dollar accounts, where customers have been withdrawing 
some of their trapped savings in the local currency, at an 
exchange rate far lower than market value.

Lebanon’s initial economic boom in the post-civil-war 
years was eroded by confl ict, political paralysis and cor-
ruption, while fi nancial maneuvers that kept the exchange 
rate artifi cially low for years eventually collapsed. By late 
2019, the country started to spiral into an economic melt-
down, an unprecedented economic crisis that plunged over 

three quarters of the population into poverty. 
Lebanon’s Central Bank and Finance Ministry fi rst an-

nounced the decision to offi cially devalue the pound last 
September. 

Currency unifi cation is among a list of reforms the IMF 
has demanded to fi nalize a bailout package for Lebanon, 
tentatively approved in April 2022.

The Finance Ministry already adjusted the customs ex-
change rate to 15,000 pounds for the dollar in December. 
Tax collection, balance sheets of the struggling Lebanese 
banks are now to adjust their exchange rates, and eventu-
ally the 2023 state budget. 
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blind spots in seller happiness and wellbeing

Churn rates are rising in social selling or-
ganizations yet most companies have blind 
spots when it comes to seller happiness 
and wellbeing, according to research from 
social sales enablement platform, Penny 
AI.

People choose social selling because 
they need additional income sources, 
but they stay for the community. As 2023 
brings rising costs and increased economic 
pressures, social selling companies need 
to prioritize the well-being of their sellers 
and infl uencers. This starts with effective 

onboarding and continues with the ability to 
track the seller’s experience not just from a 
sales perspective but a wellness perspec-
tive.

According to Penny’s research, 58% of 
sellers recommend new sellers don’t start 
with corporate onboarding programs. And 
corporate respondees agreed with 46% of 
corporate believing the fi eld is unsatisfi ed 
with current onboarding programs. To ef-
fectively measure happiness, fi rst corpo-
rate will need to improve the onboarding 
experience so that they can track seller 

behaviour and initiate nurturing win-back 
campaigns.

Maria Osipova, Chief Marketing Offi cer, 
Penny AI, says “Based on these fi ndings, 
seller well-being and proactive prevention 
of burnout can quickly become a strate-
gic advantage for organizations. Driving 
purpose and a sense of accomplishment, 
including wellness practices and self-care 
into training routines, are just the beginning 
that can make a world of a difference to 
burnout-driven churn rates, but even more 
so in someone’s life.” (AP)

2023 Social 
Selling Trends 

Report. Defi ning 
Happiness - How 

to Attract and 
Retain Sellers. 

Read the Penny 
AI Social Selling 
Trends Report to 
discover the top 
trends shaping 
the industry for 

2023. Field Reten-
tion, Onboarding 
and Happiness. 
(Graphic: Busi-

ness Wire)

Limits to computing

Scientist explains why even in age of AI, some problems just too diffi cult
By Jie Wang 

UMass Lowell

The Conversation is an independent and nonprofi t source of news, anal-
ysis and commentary from academic experts.

❑     ❑     ❑

Empowered by artifi cial intelligence technologies, computers today can en-
gage in convincing conversations with people, compose songs, paint paint-

ings, play chess and go, and diagnose diseases, to name just a few examples of 
their technological prowess. 

These successes could be taken to indicate that computation has no limits. 
To see if that’s the case, it’s important to understand what makes a computer 
powerful. 

There are two aspects to a computer’s power: the number of operations its 
hardware can execute per second and the effi ciency of the algorithms it runs. 
The hardware speed is limited by the laws of physics. Algorithms - basically 
sets of instructions - are written by humans and translated into a sequence of 
operations that computer hardware can execute. Even if a computer’s speed 
could reach the physical limit, computational hurdles remain due to the limits 
of algorithms.

These hurdles include problems that are impossible for computers to solve 
and problems that are theoretically solvable but in practice are beyond the ca-
pabilities of even the most powerful versions of today’s computers imaginable. 
Mathematicians and computer scientists attempt to determine whether a prob-
lem is solvable by trying them out on an imaginary machine.

The modern notion of an algorithm, known as a Turing machine, was formu-
lated in 1936 by British mathematician Alan Turing. It’s an imaginary device 
that imitates how arithmetic calculations are carried out with a pencil on paper. 
The Turing machine is the template all computers today are based on.

To accommodate computations that would need more paper if done manu-
ally, the supply of imaginary paper in a Turing machine is assumed to be unlim-
ited. This is equivalent to an imaginary limitless ribbon, or “tape,” of squares, 
each of which is either blank or contains one symbol. 

The machine is controlled by a fi nite set of rules and starts on an initial se-
quence of symbols on the tape. The operations the machine can carry out are 
moving to a neighboring square, erasing a symbol and writing a symbol on a 
blank square. The machine computes by carrying out a sequence of these opera-
tions. When the machine fi nishes, or “halts,” the symbols remaining on the tape 
are the output or result. 

Computing is often about decisions with yes or no answers. By analogy, a 
medical test (type of problem) checks if a patient’s specimen (an instance of the 
problem) has a certain disease indicator (yes or no answer). The instance, rep-
resented in a Turing machine in digital form, is the initial sequence of symbols. 

A problem is considered “solvable” if a Turing machine can be designed that 
halts for every instance whether positive or negative and correctly determines 
which answer the instance yields. 

Problems
Many problems are solvable using a Turing machine and therefore can be 

solved on a computer, while many others are not. For example, the domino 
problem, a variation of the tiling problem formulated by Chinese American 
mathematician Hao Wang in 1961, is not solvable. 

The task is to use a set of dominoes to cover an entire grid and, following 
the rules of most dominoes games, matching the number of pips on the ends 
of abutting dominoes. It turns out that there is no algorithm that can start 
with a set of dominoes and determine whether or not the set will completely 
cover the grid.

A number of solvable problems can be solved by algorithms that halt in a 
reasonable amount of time. These “polynomial-time algorithms” are effi cient 
algorithms, meaning it’s practical to use computers to solve instances of them.

Thousands of other solvable problems are not known to have polynomial-
time algorithms, despite ongoing intensive efforts to fi nd such algorithms. 
These include the Traveling Salesman Problem. 

The Traveling Salesman Problem asks whether a set of points with some 

points directly connected, called a graph, has a path that starts from any point 
and goes through every other point exactly once, and comes back to the original 
point. Imagine that a salesman wants to fi nd a route that passes all households in 
a neighborhood exactly once and returns to the starting point. 

These problems, called NP-complete, were independently formulated and 
shown to exist in the early 1970s by two computer scientists, American Cana-
dian Stephen Cook and Ukrainian American Leonid Levin. Cook, whose work 
came fi rst, was awarded the 1982 Turing Award, the highest in computer sci-
ence, for this work.

The best-known algorithms for NP-complete problems are essentially search-
ing for a solution from all possible answers. The Traveling Salesman Problem 
on a graph of a few hundred points would take years to run on a supercomputer. 
Such algorithms are ineffi cient, meaning there are no mathematical shortcuts.

Practical algorithms that address these problems in the real world can only 
offer approximations, though the approximations are improving. Whether there 
are effi cient polynomial-time algorithms that can solve NP-complete problems 
is among the seven millennium open problems posted by the Clay Mathematics 
Institute at the turn of the 21st century, each carrying a prize of US$1 million.

Could there be a new form of computation beyond Turing’s framework? In 
1982, American physicist Richard Feynman, a Nobel laureate, put forward the 
idea of computation based on quantum mechanics. 

In 1995, Peter Shor, an American applied mathematician, presented a quan-
tum algorithm to factor integers in polynomial time. Mathematicians believe 
that this is unsolvable by polynomial-time algorithms in Turing’s framework. 
Factoring an integer means fi nding a smaller integer greater than 1 that can di-
vide the integer. For example, the integer 688,826,081 is divisible by a smaller 
integer 25,253, because 688,826,081 = 25,253 x 27,277. 

A major algorithm called the RSA algorithm, widely used in securing net-
work communications, is based on the computational diffi culty of factoring 
large integers. Shor’s result suggests that quantum computing, should it become 
a reality, will change the landscape of cybersecurity. (AP)

The Conversation

Thousands of demonstrators wave banners as they stand near Downing Street in Westminster in London, Wednes-
day, Feb. 1, 2023. Up to half a million workers are expected to go on strike across the U.K. in what’s shaping up 
to be the biggest day of industrial action Britain has seen in more than a decade. Thousands of schools will close 
some or all of their classrooms, train services will be paralyzed and delays are expected at airports as teachers, 
university staff, civil servants, border offi cials and train and bus drivers walk out of their jobs on the same day. (AP)

Cautious Google has next move as 
Microsoft embraces ‘OpenAI’ buzz

Generative AI red-hot fi eld

NEW YORK, Feb 2, (AP): 
Before the artifi cial intel-
ligence tool ChatGPT was 
unleashed into the world, 
the novelist Robin Sloan 
was testing a similar AI 
writing assistant built by 
researchers at Google.

It didn’t take long for Sloan, au-
thor of the bestseller “Mr. Penum-
bra’s 24-Hour Bookstore,” to real-
ize that the technology was of little 
use to him.

“A lot of the state-of-the-art AI right 
now is impressive enough to really 
raise your expectations and make you 
think, ‘Wow, I’m dealing with some-
thing really, really capable,’” Sloan 
said. “But then in a thousand little 
ways, a million little ways, it ends up 
kind of disappointing you and betray-
ing the fact that it really has no idea 
what’s going on.”

Another company might have re-
leased the experiment into the wild an-
yway, as the startup OpenAI did with 
its ChatGPT tool late last year. But 
Google has been more cautious about 
who gets to play with its AI advance-
ments despite growing pressure for the 
internet giant to compete more aggres-
sively with rival Microsoft, which is 
pouring billions of dollars into OpenAI 
and fusing its technology into Micro-
soft products.

Pressure
That pressure is starting to take a 

toll, as Google has asked one of its AI 
teams to “prioritize working on a re-
sponse to ChatGPT,” according to an 
internal memo reported this week by 
CNBC. Google declined to confi rm if 
there was a public chatbot in the works 
but spokesperson Lily Lin said it con-
tinues “to test our AI technology inter-
nally to make sure it’s helpful and safe, 
and we look forward to sharing more 
experiences externally soon.”

Some of the technological break-
throughs driving the red-hot fi eld of 
generative AI - which can churn out 
paragraphs of readable text and new 
images as well as music and video - 
have been pioneered in Google’s vast 
research arm. 

“So we have an important stake in 
this area, but we also have an impor-
tant stake in not just leading in being 
able to generate things, but also in 
dealing with information quality,” said 
Zoubin Ghahramani, vice president of 
research at Google, in a November in-
terview with The Associated Press.

Ghahramani said the company wants 
to also be measured about what it releas-
es, and how: “Do we want to make it ac-
cessible in a way that people can produce 
stuff en masse without any controls? The 
answer to that is no, not at this stage. I 
don’t think it would be responsible for us 
to be the people driving that.”

And they weren’t. Four weeks after 
the AP interview, OpenAI released its 
ChatGPT for free to anyone with an 
internet connection. Millions of peo-
ple around the world have now tried it, 
sparking searing discussions at schools 
and corporate offi ces about the future 
of education and work.

Customers shop in an Apple store in Pittsburgh, Jan. 30, 2023. The Biden 
administration is taking aim at Apple and Google for operating mobile app 

stores that it says stifl e competition. (AP)

‘Stores stifl e competition’

Apple and Google app stores get 
thumbs ‘down’ from White House
WASHINGTON, Feb 2, (AP): The 
Biden administration is taking aim at 
Apple and Google for operating 
mobile app stores that it says stifle 
competition.

The finding is contained in a 
Commerce Department report released 
by the administration on Wednesday 
as President Joe Biden convened his 
competition council for an update on 
efforts to promote competition and 
lower prices.

“You’ve heard me say capitalism 
without competition isn’t capitalism,” 
Biden said Wednesday before conven-
ing the meeting, “it is just simply 
exploitation,” he said.

And on another competition front, 
the Consumer Financial Protection 
Bureau was pushing forward with 
efforts to limit credit card late fees.

The report from the Commerce 
Department’s National 
Telecommunications and Information 
Administration says the current app 
store model - dominated by Apple and 
Google - is “harmful to consumers and 
developers” by inflating prices and 
reducing innovation. The firms have a 
stranglehold on the market that 
squelches competition, it adds.

“The policies that Apple and Google 
have in place in their own mobile app 
stores have created unnecessary barri-
ers and costs for app developers, rang-
ing from fees for access to functional 
restrictions that favor some apps over 
others” the report said. 

In an op-ed in The Wall Street 
Journal in January, Biden called on 
Democrats and Republicans to rein in 
large tech firms without mentioning 
Cupertino, California-based Apple 
Inc. and Mountain View, California-
based Google LLC by name. 

“When tech platforms get big 
enough, many find ways to promote 
their own products while excluding or 
disadvantaging competitors - or charge 
competitors a fortune to sell on their 

platform,” Biden said. “My vision for 
our economy is one in which everyone 
- small and midsized businesses, mom-
and-pop shops, entrepreneurs - can 
compete on a level playing field with 
the biggest companies.”

A representative from Apple told 
The Associated Press that “we respect-
fully disagree with a number of con-
clusions reached in the report, which 
ignore the investments we make in 
innovation, privacy and security - all 
of which contribute to why users love 
iPhone and create a level playing field 
for small developers to compete on a 
safe and trusted platform.”

And a Google spokesperson said the 
firm also disagrees with the report, 
namely “how this report characterizes 
Android, which enables more choice 
and competition than any other mobile 
operating system.”

Dominance
A legal battle over app store domi-

nance is already playing out in the 
courts.

Apple has defended the area sur-
rounding its iPhone app store, known 
as a walled garden, as an indispensable 
feature prized by consumers who want 
the best protection available for their 
personal information. It has said it 
faces significant competition from 
various alternatives to video games on 
its iPhones. And Google has long 
defended itself against claims of 
monopoly. The Commerce Department 
report said “new legislation and addi-
tional antitrust enforcement actions are 
likely necessary” to boost competition 
in the app ecosystem.

Alan Davidson, the NTIA adminis-
trator, told reporters the report “identi-
fies where legislation would be needed 
to address some of these issues.”

Biden said that his administration 
will work with state and local officials 
to identify ways to crack down on junk 
fees in their jurisdictions. 

More walkouts planned in coming days

Day of disruption as hundreds 
of thousands join strike in UK
LONDON, Feb 2, (AP): Thousands of 
schools in the U.K. closed some or all 
of their classrooms, train services were 
paralyzed and delays were expected at 
airports on the biggest day of industrial 
action Britain has seen in more than a 
decade, as unions stepped up pressure 
on the government Wednesday to pro-
vide better pay amid a cost-of-living 
crisis. 

The Trades Union Congress, a fed-
eration of unions, estimated that up 
to a half-million workers, including 
teachers, university staff, civil serv-
ants, border offi cials and train drivers, 
went on strike across the country.

More walkouts, including by nurses 
and ambulance workers, are planned 
for the coming days and weeks.

Months of strikes have disrupted 
the daily routines of Britons as a bit-
ter dispute between unions and the 
government over pay and working 
conditions drags on. The simultaneous 
strikes across multiple industries on 
Wednesday marked an escalation of 
the unions’ protest actions. 

Walkouts
The last time the country saw mass 

walkouts on this scale was in 2011, 
when well over 1 million public sec-
tor workers staged a one-day strike 
in a dispute over pensions. Others on 
strike Wednesday ranged from muse-
um workers and London bus drivers to 
coast guard personnel and offi cers who 
staff passport booths at airports. The 
British Museum was closed Wednes-
day because of the strikes.

Union bosses argue that despite 
some pay increases, such as a 5% of-
fer the government proposed to teach-
ers, the U.K.’s soaring infl ation has 
plunged scores of public sector work-
ers into fi nancial diffi culty because 

their wages have failed to keep pace. 
Teachers, health workers and many 
others say their wages have fallen in 
real terms over the last decade, and 
the surge in living costs that began last 
year exacerbated the problem.

The Trades Union Congress, or 
TUC, said Wednesday that the aver-
age public sector worker is 203 pounds 
($250) a month worse off compared 
with 2010, once infl ation is taken into 
account.

Infl ation in the U.K. stands at 10.5%, 
the highest in 40 years, driven by sky-
rocketing food and energy costs. While 
some expect price increases to slow 
this year, Britain’s economic outlook 
remains grim. On Tuesday, the Interna-

tional Monetary Fund said the country 
will be the only major economy to con-
tract this year, performing even worse 
than sanctions-hit Russia.

The National Education Union said 
some 23,000 schools would be affected 
Wednesday, with an estimated 85% 
fully or partially closed. 

“The government have been running 
down our education (system), under-
funding our schools and underpaying 
the people who work in them,” Kevin 
Courtney, the NEU’s joint general sec-
retary, said. “Primary schools where 
you can’t fi nd special needs assistants, 
because they’re taking jobs in supermar-
kets where they are paid better. That’s 
what’s making people take action.”

‘Cryptocurrency fraud’ scheme
lands man eight years in prison
BOSTON, Feb 2, (AP): The found-
er of a cryptocurrency and virtual 
payment services company who 
authorities say cheated dozens of 
investors out of about $7.5 million, 
which he used to buy a house, cars, 
jewelry, and other luxuries, has 
been sentenced to more than eight 
years in prison. 

Randall Crater, 52, founded Las 
Vegas-based My Big Coin Pay Inc. 
in 2013, offering virtual payment 
services through a fraudulent digi-
tal currency, My Big Coin, from 
2014 to 2017, the U.S. attorney’s 
offi ce in Boston said in a statement 
on Tuesday.

Crater and associates he paid to 
promote the scheme through social 

media, email and text messages, 
said the coins were a fully function-
ing cryptocurrency backed by gold; 
that the company had a partnership 
with MasterCard; and that the cur-
rency could be exchanged for gov-
ernment-backed currency or other 
virtual currencies, none of which 
was true, prosecutors said.

The Commodity Futures Trad-
ing Commission alleged that My 
Big Coin was a fraud in January 
2018.

Crater’s 55 victims had to delay 
retirement, lost tuition money, and 
suffered other fi nancial hardships, 
Joseph Bonavolonta, head of the 
FBI’s Boston offi ce, said in a state-
ment.
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Australia removing British monarchy from its bank notes
CANBERRA, Australia, Feb 2, (AP): Aus-
tralia is removing the British monarchy from 
its bank notes.

The nation’s central bank said Thursday 
its new $5 bill would feature an Indigenous 
design rather than an image of King Charles 
III. But the king is still expected to appear on 
coins that currently bear the image of the late 
Queen Elizabeth II.

The $5 bill was Australia’s only remain-
ing bank note to still feature an image of the 
monarch.

The bank said the decision followed con-
sultation with the center-left Labor Party 
government, which supported the change. 
Opponents say the move is politically moti-
vated.

The British monarch remains Australia’s 
head of state, although these days that role 
is largely symbolic. Like many former Brit-
ish colonies, Australia is debating to what 

extent it should retain its constitutional ties 
to Britain.

Australia’s Reserve Bank said the new 
$5 bill would feature a design to replace the 
portrait of the queen, who died last year. The 
bank said the move would honor “the culture 
and history of the First Australians.”

“The other side of the $5 banknote will 
continue to feature the Australian parlia-
ment,” the bank said in a statement.

Treasurer Jim Chalmers said the change 
was an opportunity to strike a good balance.

“The monarch will still be on the coins, 
but the $5 note will say more about our his-
tory and our heritage and our country, and I 
see that as a good thing,” he told reporters in 
Melbourne.

Opposition leader Peter Dutton likened 
the move to changing the date of the national 
day, Australia Day.

“I know the silent majority don’t agree 

with a lot of the woke nonsense that goes on 
but we’ve got to hear more from those people 
online,” he told 2GB Radio.

  Urging
Dutton said Prime Minister Anthony Alba-

nese was central to the decision for the king 
not to appear on the note, urging him to “own 
up to it.”

After taking offi ce last year, Albanese 
started laying the groundwork for an Austral-
ian republic by creating a new position of as-
sistant minister for the republic, but holding 
a referendum to sever constitutional ties with 
Britain has not been a fi rst-order priority for 
his government.

The bank plans to consult with Indigenous 
groups in designing the $5 note, a process 
it expects will take several years before the 
new note goes public.

The current $5 will be issued until the new 

design is introduced and will remain legal 
tender even after the new bill goes into cir-
culation.

The face of King Charles III is expected 
to be seen on Australian coins later this year.

One Australian dollar is worth about 71 
cents in U.S. currency.

British currency began transitioning to 
the new monarch with the release of the 50 
pence coin in December. It has Charles on 
the front of the coin while the back com-
memorates his mother.

This week, there were 208 million $5 notes 
in circulation worth AU$1.04 billion ($734 
million), according to the Reserve Bank of 
Australia.

Australia’s smallest denomination ac-
counts for 10% of the more than 2 billion 
Australian bank notes circulating.

Albanese’s center-left Labor Party is seek-
ing to make Australia a republic with an Aus-

tralian citizen as head of state instead of the 
British monarch.

After Labor won elections in May last 
year, Albanese appointed Matt This-
tlethwaite as assistant minister for the repub-
lic. Thistlethwaite said in June there would 
be no change in the queen’s lifetime.

Australians voted in a 1999 referendum pro-
posed by a Labor government to maintain the 
British monarch as Australia’s head of state.

When the queen died, the government had 
already committed to holding a referendum 
this year to acknowledge Indigenous peo-
ple in the constitution. The government has 
dismissed adding a republic question to that 
referendum as an unwanted distraction from 
its Indigenous priority.

At one time, Queen Elizabeth II appeared 
on at least 33 different currencies, more than 
any other monarch, an achievement noted by 
Guinness World Records.

‘New $5 bill would feature an Indigenous design’

India’s finance min announces new clean energy funds

Indian fi nance minister Nirmala Sithara-
man announced several new clean ener-
gy initiatives in the government’s annual 
federal budget speech on Wednesday, 
saying “green growth” is a top priority for 
the country.

More than $8 billion dollars were an-
nounced for projects like mangrove resto-
ration which help suck carbon dioxide out 
of the atmosphere, converting waste into 
biogas and speeding up renewable ener-
gy initiatives. But details of how the funds 
will be spent are yet to be disclosed.

The minister said the injection of 35,000 
crore rupees ($4.3 billion) into India’s en-
ergy transition will be channeled through 
the ministry of petroleum and natural gas 
to help India reach its goal of net zero 
emissions by 2070. India is currently the 
world’s third highest-emitting nation.

The new funds form part of the gov-
ernment’s $550 billion budget aimed at 
ramping up spending to spur economic 
growth and create jobs ahead of the gen-
eral election next year. Sitharaman men-
tioned the scaling up of clean energy for 

the economy and jobs within the fi rst few 
minutes of her speech.

Sitharaman also proposed government 
incentives for energy storage systems in 
India that would aid round-the-clock re-
newable energy use and announced a 
new framework for pumped storage sys-
tems for hydropower.

She set out an additional 20,700 crore 
rupees ($ 2.5 billion) to facilitate new clean 
energy production in the Himalayan region 
of Ladakh, where electricity grid infrastruc-
ture remains a key sticking point. (AP)

A worker makes ar-
rangements of solar 
cells at Premier Energies 
Solar on the outskirts of 
Hyderabad, India, on Jan 
25. (AP)

Massive losses

Share debacle rare setback for
India’s billionaire Gautam Adani
NEW DELHI, Feb 2, (AP): Indian billionaire Gautam 
Adani grinned as he posed this week for photos with Is-
raeli leader Benjamin Netanyahu after acquiring one of 
the country’s main ports, in Haifa.

“I promise you that in the years to come, we will 
transform the skyline we see around us,” said Adani, his 
manner upbeat even as his business empire was losing 
billions. Investors have been dumping Adani shares for 
more than a week after US short-selling fi rm Hindenburg 
Research put out a report alleging his businesses have en-
gaged in fraud and stock price manipulation. The Adani 
group have denied this.

Before the debacle, Adani, 60, was Asia’s richest 
man and the third wealthiest in the world, according to 
Bloomberg’s Billionaires Index. Not anymore.

The massive losses are a rare setback for the coal min-
ing tycoon from western India’s Gujarat state and raise 
questions about what lies ahead.

Expansion has been at the heart of Adani’s success 
story. The son of a middle class family in the Gujarat 
capital Ahmedabad, he quit college to become a diamond 
trader in the fi nancial capital Mumbai. He returned home 
to join his brother in importing plastics before establish-
ing Adani Enterprises in the 1980s, trading in everything 
from shoes to buckets.

Adani shifted to investing in ports, construction and 
coal mining as India opened up its economy in the 1990s. 
A new middle class emerged and the ambitious business-
man placed bets on providing energy to serve them.

 Largest
Adani’s fi rst big project, the Mundra Port, is now the 

India’s largest commercial port and he is the country’s 
biggest private port operator. Within a decade, he also 
became India’s largest developer and operator of coal 
mines.

Today, Adani companies also operate airports in major 
cities, build roads, generate electricity, manufacture de-
fense equipment, develop agricultural drones, sell cook-
ing oil and run a media outlet. He has his eyes set on 
becoming the world’s largest renewable energy player by 
2030.

Citing market volatility, late Wednesday his fl agship 
Adani Enterprises scrapped a $2.5 billion share offering 
that, despite the bloodletting in the group’s shares and 
a 28% plunge that day in its own share price, had been 
oversubscribed.

In a video address Thursday, Adani said the share of-
fering was canceled to “insulate investors from potential 
losses.”

“For me, the interest of my investors is paramount and 
everything else is secondary,” he said.

The share offering was seen as a test of investor con-
fi dence in the self-made industrialist, whose ascent has 
been celebrated as a symbol of India’s economic ambi-
tions. The Adani Group said in a statement that canceling 
the offering would not “have any impact on our existing 
operations and future plans.”

The Adani Group said in its statement Wednesday that 
its balance sheet was “very healthy” and its history of 
servicing debt was “impeccable.”

Still, Brian Freitas, a New Zealand-based analyst with 
Periscope Analytics who has researched the Adani Group, 
said the collapse in share prices for India’s second-largest 
conglomerate may hinder its future plans for expansion.

 Raise
“It’s going to be diffi cult for them to raise new mon-

ey,” he said.
Adani shares are still losing value. Shares in Adani En-

terprises tumbled 27% Thursday, while stock in six other 
Adani companies fell 5%-10%.

The tycoon, who favors a plain white shirt and dark 
trousers over fancy dress and is said to be affable and qui-
et spoken, slid from being the world’s third richest man 
to the 13th as his fortune sank to $72 billion, according to 
Bloomberg’s Billionaire Index. Prior to the Hindenburg 
report, his net worth was about $120 billion.

More vitally, the company is now without the funds 
it had hoped to raise in this week’s offering. Companies 
often launch such share offerings to fi nance growth while 
reducing debt.

“Thanks to the short-seller, Adani’s plans will get 
slowed down signifi cantly,” said R N Bhaskar, a journal-
ist who wrote a biography on Adani.

Analysts say that rapid expansion has largely been 
fueled by borrowing. The group’s debt stands at $30 bil-
lion, out of which $9 billion is from banks, the group’s 
chief fi nancial offi cer said recently.

After the stock rout of the past week, lenders may 
deem his group high risk and toughen their criteria for 
borrowing, like demanding higher interest rates or more 
collateral, said Freitas.

“Equity investors are going to be wary because the 
stock isn’t doing well - if they can’t raise equity, they 
will have to go to the debt market,” he added. “Given the 

Stocks sink

India’s Adani scraps $2.5 bln
share sale after fraud claims
NEW DELHI, Feb 2, (AP): Indian conglomerate Adani 
Enterprises called off its $2.5 billion share offering after 
it lost tens of billions of dollars in market value due to 
fraud claims by a US-based short-selling fi rm.

Billionaire Gautam Adani ‘s company said Thursday 
it will review its plans for raising capital after it canceled 
the share sale late Wednesday, citing “market volatility.”

Adani stocks sank after Hindenburg Research, which 
has a track record of sending stock prices of its targets 
tumbling, accused the group of “brazen” stock market 
manipulation and accounting fraud, among other fi nan-
cial abuses.

The share offering had drawn nearly 51 million bids, 
exceeding the 45.5 million offered to the public. It was 
seen as a crucial test of investor confi dence in Adani, 
whose net worth had shot up about 2,000% in recent 
years as share prices for his listed companies soared.

Adani made a vast fortune mining coal as energy-hun-
gry India grew swiftly after its economy was liberalized 
in the 1990s. Adani companies operate airports in major 
cities, build roads, generate electricity, manufacture de-
fense equipment, develop agricultural drones, sell cook-
ing oil and run a media outlet.

By the time trading closed Thursday, Adani Enterpris-
es was down by another 27% in a single day, following 
Wednesday’s 30% drop. Stocks in six of Adani’s other 
listed companies sank between 5% and 10%.

Overall, shares in Adani Enterprises have tumbled 54.5% 
since the Hindenburg report was published last week.

Insulate
In a video address Thursday, Adani said the decision to 

scrap the share offering was made “to insulate the inves-
tors from potential losses.”

“For me, the interest of my investors is paramount and 
everything else is secondary,” he said.

Adani Enterprises said in a statement that it would 
withdraw the transaction and return the money to its in-
vestors. The decision would not “have any impact on our 
existing operations and future plans,” it said, adding that 
the group’s balance sheet was “very healthy” with strong 
cashfl ows and secure assets.

Hindenburg said it was betting against the group, ac-
cusing it of “pulling the largest con in corporate history.” 
It said it judged the seven key Adani listed companies to 
have an “85% downside, purely on a fundamental basis 
owing to sky-high valuations.”

Most of the allegations involved concerns about the 
group’s debt levels, activities of top executives, use of 
offshore shell companies to artifi cially boost share prices 
and past investigations into fraud. It listed 88 questions 
for the group to answer.

Adani Group dismissed Hindenburg’s allegations, and 
called its report a “calculated attack on India, the independ-
ence, integrity and quality of Indian institutions, and the 
growth story and ambition of India.” On Sunday, it issued 
a 413-page report that rejected its questions, saying none 
were “based on independent or journalistic fact fi nding.”

Adani’s response included documents and data tables. 
It said the group has made all necessary regulatory dis-
closures and abided by local laws.

situation, foreign lenders will think twice before lending 
any new money to Adani.”

Despite Adani’s longstanding ties with Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi, a fellow Gujarati, and other pow-
erful politicians, the government has so far remained 
silent on his recent troubles even as pressure from the 
political opposition for an investigation into Adani’s 
situation grows.

In recent years, Adani has pumped money into sectors 
like agriculture, defense and renewable energy - all that 
are seen as high priorities for the Indian government.

Like Adani’s commitment to the port in Israel’s Haifa, 
many of the group’s overseas infrastructure projects, in 
countries like Sri Lanka and Tanzania, have served as an 
Indian counterweight to rival China’s holdings.

The Haifa deal was a coup for India, located close to 
another port managed by the Shanghai International Port 
Group.

“India is working with great fervor with Israel on de-
fense and technology, and Adani now has a port there. 
You think the Indian government can sniff at that?” said 
Bhaskar. “The thing is, you can’t wish away Adani - be-
cause he is indispensable at this point.”

He expects Adani to remain undaunted.

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 2: 
Ahli United Bank B.S.C. 
(AUB) reported a record 
net profit attributable to 
its equity shareholders 
of US$ 203.9 million for 
Q4/2022, which represents 
a 30.2% increase over the 
Q4/2021 reported net prof-
it of US$ 156.6 million. The 
Q4/2022 net profit is the 
highest quarterly profit 
achieved by the bank since 
its establishment in 2000. 
It was primarily driven 
by higher operating in-
come and lower provision 
charges given AUB’s con-
servative forward looking 
provisioning measures un-
dertaken in the preceding 
quarter.  

The Basic and Diluted Earnings 
per Share increased to US 1.6 cents 
in Q4/2022 versus US 1.2 cents 
in Q4/2021. Comprehensive in-
come attributable to the owners of 
the bank for Q4/2022 was at US$ 
113.5 million (Q4/2021: US$ 147.5 
million, -23.0%). The core operat-
ing performance during the quarter 
was strong with net interest income 
increasing to US$ 242.5 million 
in Q4/2022 (Q4/2021: US$ 227.6 
million, +6.6%) and total operat-
ing income surging to US$ 341.4 
million in Q4/2022 (Q4/2021: US$ 
282.7 million, +20.7%).

It should be noted that AUB’s 
fi nancial results from Q4/2022 are 
consolidated into Kuwait Finance 
House K.S.C.P (KFH) as per the 
applicable international fi nancial 
reporting standards, as the Effective 
Date for acquisition was 2 October 
2022.

Shareholders
AUB reported a net profi t attrib-

utable to its equity shareholders of 
US$ 546.1 million for the full year 
2022 which represents a 10.1% de-
crease over the 2021 reported profi t 
of US$ 607.2 million. This is entire-
ly attributable to the higher excep-
tional precautionary non-recurring 
provision charge of US$160.2 mil-
lion incurred during Q3/2022. Basic 
and Diluted Earnings per Share in 
2022 is US 4.5 cents, as compared 
to US 5.1 cents in 2021. 

Total comprehensive income 
attributable to the owners of the 
bank for 2022 was US$ 261.2 mil-
lion (2021: US$ 641.3 million, 
-59.3%). Net interest income for 
2022 was US$ 909.1 million (2021: 
US$ 871.8 million, +4.3%) primar-
ily achieved through an increase in 
interest earning assets. Total operat-
ing income for the 2022 was US$ 
1,236.9 million (2021:  US$ 1,108.9 
million, +11.5%). 

The Group’s equity attributable 
to owners as at 31 December 2022 
marginally decreased by 2.1% on a 
comparative basis to US$ 4.4 bil-
lion due to dividend distribution 
and forex revaluation changes (31 
December 2021: US$ 4.5 billion). 
The AUB Group’s total assets as at 
31 December 2022 were US$ 41.6 
billion (31 December 2021: US$ 
41.9 billion, -0.8%). Return on Av-
erage Equity for 2022 was 12.3% 
(2021:14.7%) and Return on Aver-

age Assets stood at 1.4% for 2022 
(2021: 1.6%). 

It should be noted that without the 
precautionary non-recurring ECL 1 
& 2 provision charge of US$ 160.2 
million recorded in Q3/2022, Re-
turn on Average Equity adjusts to 
15.4% and Return on Average As-
sets to 1.7%, above the comparative 
period in 2021, in line with AUB 
normal historic operating levels. 

Asset
The Group improved its already 

solid asset quality in 2022 with a 
gross non- performing loan (Stage 
3) ratio of 1.9% (31 December 
2021: 2.4%), which represents 
one of the lowest NPL ratio ever 
achieved by AUB. The provision 
coverage ratio for Stage 3 loans was 
extremely conservative at 84.5% 
(31 December 2021: 83.1%) and is 
calculated on a cash provision basis 
excluding the value of the substan-
tial additional non-cash (real estate 
and securities) legally assigned col-
laterals available against non-per-
forming loans of US$ 491.2 million 
in value (31 December 2021: US$ 
364.5 million in value). Stage 1 
and Stage 2 ECL provisions for the 
non-impaired loans surged to 1.0% 
and 13.5% at 31 December 2022 as 
compared to 0.9% and 11.4% at 31 
December 2021, which stand well 
above the regional banking sector 
averages, funded by the precaution-
ary provisions  recorded by the bank 
in Q3/2022. 

The cost to income ratio for 2022 
was at 29.7% (2021: 29.5%) refl ect-
ing AUB’s continuing structured 
efforts to enhance operational ef-
fi ciencies through the progressive 
roll-out of automation and digitiza-
tion initiatives as part of the AUB 
Group’s transformation plan and the 
gradual harvesting of its data initia-
tives. 

The Board of Directors has rec-
ommended a distribution compris-
ing of a cash dividend of US cents 
2.5 per share, subject to AUB An-
nual General Assembly approval.

Increasing  (012)
The AUB Deputy Chairman, 

Mohammad Fouad Al-Ghanim 
commented “Despite a challeng-
ing background of the prolonged 
Russia-Ukraine confl ict, increasing 
infl ationary pressures, slowdown 
in the global economy and overall 
market volatility, AUB achieved 
strong results in 2022 with its to-
tal operating income increasing 
by 11.5% proving once again the 
solidity and resilience of its multi-
market business model as well as 
its prudent risk management ap-
proach. 

Excluding the non recurring 

additional precautionary provi-
sion charge of US$ 160.2 million 
taken in Q3/2022 from non-dis-
tributable pre-acquisition profits 
for KFH shareholders, the AUB 
Group achieved record financial 
results in 2022 with consolidated 
NPAT reaching to US$ 706.3 mil-
lion, a 16.3% increase over the 
previous year NPAT and the sec-
ond highest NPAT achieved in its 
history”. 

Mr Al-Ghanim added: “During 
2022, AUB successfully acquired 
Citibank’s Consumer Banking busi-
ness in Bahrain. The acquisition 
which included the retail banking, 
credit card, and unsecured lending 
businesses of Citibank Bahrain has 
provided critical mass to AUB in 
highly profi table retail and premium 
segments and has enabled AUB to 
signifi cantly enhance its market 
share in the Bahrain credit card 
business.

During the year, AUB has also 
successfully concluded a landmark 
US$ 1.1 billion Sustainable Mu-
rabaha Financing Facility, making 
it the fi rst ever issuance of its type 
raised by a fi nancial institution 
worldwide. 

The Sustainable Murabaha Fi-
nancing Facility attracted very high 
demand from regional and interna-
tional banking investors demon-
strating and reinforcing AUB’s cre-
dentials as a leading and innovative 
market player.”

He concluded by stating that: 
“The KFH acquisition which was 
concluded in November 2022 is a 
key milestone in AUB’s corporate 
evolution and a strong testament to 
AUB’s excellent fi nancial perfor-
mance over the past 23 years and of 
the stellar value accretion achieved 
for its shareholders. 

Transaction
The transaction valued AUB at 

US$ 10.7 billion which translated 
to an IRR of c.17.0% p.a. for AUB 
shareholders over the 23 year pe-
riod since the bank’s establishment. 
It also represents attractive exit P/E 
and P/BV multiples of 16.6x and 
2.5x respectively. This transaction 
has laid the foundation for the crea-
tion of a leading Shari’a compli-
ant bank in the regional and global 
banking space and should provide 
a very solid platform for achiev-
ing the aspirations of its combined 
shareholders.”  

Ahli United Bank B.S.C (AUB) 
is a leading pan-regional financial 
services provider, incorporated in 
Bahrain in May 2000.  It offers a 
full range of retail, commercial 
and private banking & wealth 
management services across the 
MENA region and the UK. AUB 
operates through its Bahrain Head 
Office and its subsidiaries in Ku-
wait, Egypt, Iraq, and the UK as 
well as its associates in Oman and 
Libya; and a branch in the UAE 
(DIFC). 

AUB has become a subsidiary 
of Kuwait Finance House K.S.C.P. 
since 2 October 2022.

AUB’s excellent track record 
over the past 23 years has earned 
it a string of prestigious local and 
regional accolades over the years, 
including the “Best Bank in Middle 
East” award 8 times by the leading 
international publications such as 
The Banker, Euromoney and Global 
Finance.

Bank attributes record profi t to its owners

AUB reports increase in net
profi t to $203.9m for Q4 ’22

Al-Ghanim
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KIB The Stadium, Phase 1 winners

‘Exercise for better bone health’

Hip fractures expected to 
double worldwide by 2050
Dubai, UAE, Feb 2: Osteoporotic bone 
fractures are dangerous and often 
debilitating, and their incidence is 
expected to rise significantly as global 
populations age, according to research. 
The good news is that there are several 
simple steps individuals can take at 
any age to protect their bone health, 
says an expert from global health sys-
tem Cleveland Clinic, who is visiting 
Arab Health in Dubai this week.

Speaking on the sidelines of the 
annual event, orthopedic surgeon 
Mark Schickendantz, MD, cited a 
recent study presented by researchers 
from Hong Kong 
at last year’s 
American Society 
of Bone and 
Mineral Research 
Annual Meeting. 
D r . 
Schickendantz, 
who was not 
involved in the 
study, explains 
that the research-
ers analyzed 
global data and 
projected that by 2050, the number of 
hip fractures worldwide would have 
doubled compared with 2018 figures. 

According to the International 
Osteoporosis Foundation, osteoporosis 
is already a major non-communicable 
disease and the most common bone 
disease, affecting one in three women 
and one in five men over the age of 50 
worldwide. 

“The study from Hong Kong research-
ers highlights the importance of spread-
ing awareness about measures that can 
help to prevent osteoporosis,” says Dr. 
Schickendantz. “Although people might 
think of osteoporosis as an older per-
son’s issue, you are never too young to 
take steps to protect your future bone 
health, particularly as these steps help to 
prevent other lifestyle diseases as well. It 
is also important to remember that there 
are other risk factors aside from age, and 
that osteoporosis is often only discov-
ered when it is too late – for example, 
after a painful bone fracture.”

There are five simple steps that can 
help to prevent osteoporosis, Dr. 
Schickendantz says.

Exercise regularly 
A sedentary lifestyle is associated 

with increased risk of osteoporosis, 
says Dr. Schickendantz. He recom-
mends individuals do high-impact 
weight-bearing exercises, which are 

excellent for building bones. He 
defines weight-bearing exercise as any 
activity that forces people to move 
against gravity, or gives resistance as 
they move, for example, walking, 
dancing, jogging, and stair climbing. 
He recommends aiming for 150 min-
utes per week, but stresses that these 
activities should be limited if an indi-
vidual has already been diagnosed 
with osteopenia or osteoporosis.

If individuals suffer from lower 
extremity joint deficiencies such as 
knee or hip arthritis, Dr. Schickendantz 
says, they can do strength-training 
exercises that focus on resistance 
training. However, it is important to 
seek the advice of a healthcare pro-
vider before starting a rigorous 
strength training program, he cautions.

Eat bone-healthy diet
Calcium’s role in maintaining 

strong, healthy bones is well estab-
lished, and it is best to try to get cal-
cium from dietary sources, says Dr. 
Schickendantz. Examples of foods 
rich in calcium include salmon with 
bones, sardines, kale, broccoli, calci-
um-fortified juices and breads, dried 
figs, and dairy products.

If someone does need supplementa-
ry calcium, it is important to note that 
the body can only absorb 500 mg of 
calcium at a time, so it is best to take 
doses divided accordingly, he says. 

Dr. Schickendantz adds that vitamin 
C also plays an important role in the 
production of collagen in bone matrix. 
Vegetables are a good source of vita-
min C, and green and yellow vegeta-
bles have also been shown in studies to 
help with bone mineralization, he says.

Check vitamin D levels
According to Dr. Schickendantz, 

most adults need 1,000 to 2,000 IU of 
vitamin D daily to help absorb the cal-
cium they need for strong bones. Limited 
sun exposure, whether as a result of 
inclement weather or health concerns, is 
a common cause of vitamin D deficien-
cy, he says. Other causes include having 
a dark skin, being elderly or having 
obesity. Dr. Schickendantz says a physi-
cian will be able to check an individual’s 
vitamin D levels through a simple blood 
test, and then be able to advise on sup-
plementation. 

Reduce risk levels 
Tobacco use and the excessive con-

sumption of coffee and alcohol should 
be avoided as these are all linked to 
loss of bone mineral density. 

Be aware of risk factors

Schickendantz

2nd phase to start with fi tness challenges

KIB & Suffi x conclude 1st phase of KIB The
Stadium, crown winners of Padel games
KUWAIT CITY, Feb 2: Kuwait In-
ternational Bank (KIB) concluded 
the first phase of KIB The Stadium 
sporting initiative, crowning the 
winners of the GCC Masters Padel 
games following 5 days of continu-
ous excitement. The first of-its-kind 
event, “KIB The Stadium” is organ-
ized by Suffix Events and comes as 
part of KIB’s dedicated patronage of 
Kuwait’s sporting culture, which is 
led by the Bank’s expansive social 
responsibility program. 

The fi rst phase of “KIB The Stadi-
um” kicked off on Wednesday, January 
25, in a grand opening ceremony which 
inaugurated the fi rst round of the Padel 
games and was held under the super-
vision of the Kuwait Padel Federation. 
After an exciting fi nal day of competi-
tions, Abdullah Ahli and Omar Behroo-
zian from the UAE were crowned as 
the winners in the male category, while 
Fatma Al-Nabhani and Sarah Al-Bal-
ushi from Oman were crowned as the 
winners in the female category.  

Speaking on behalf of KIB as the 
Bank announced the winner, Assistant 
Manager - Marketing Department and 
Corporate Communication Unit, Mar-
waMaarafi , expressed her happiness 
with the positive results the fi rst phase 
achieved on all levels, pointing to the 
unprecedented interaction on social 
media, as well as the large participa-

tion and remarkable presence of spec-
tators from the public. She celebrated 
the success of this unique community 
initiative, and its achievement of the 
Bank’s development and social impact 
goals, on which it the sporting initiative 
was built and organized; with a vision 

that believes in the importance of such 
goals, and that strives to reach them for 
the benefi t of the Kuwaiti society and 
its aspiring youth.

Maarafi  also thanked Suffi x Events 
for all the support it has provided and 
its immaculate organization of the 

event with constant follow ups to en-
sure the success of “KIB The Stadium” 
with international standards. She also 
thanked Food Buzz for helping bring 
the event alive with local F&B vendors 
and creating a community that supports 
such projects. 

The second phase of “KIB The Sta-
dium” is slated to commence within a 
few days with fi tness competitions in 
a variety of sports activities, in which 
professional teams will compete. An-
nouncing the winners would conclude 
the “KIB The Stadium” initiative, after 
having taken place for a period of two 
weeks.

“KIB The Stadium” is an initiative 
organized under the auspices of the 
Bank, in its continuous endeavor to 
expand the scope of its pioneering so-
cial responsibility program, aiming to 
advance various fi elds in Kuwait, such 
as sports, arts, literature and health, and 
to develop them, in line with its motto, 
“Bank for Life”. As a leading fi nancial 
and banking institution in Kuwait, KIB 
always aspires for the prosperity of the 
community, and support and benefi t 
talented Kuwaitis across multiple areas 
of interest and expertise.

In its concluding remarks, KIB said 
that spectator entry tickets can now be 
purchased online via Suffi x’s offi cial 
website (suffi x.events) under “KIB The 
Stadium”.

A section of audience at the KIB The Stadium games

Platform offers enhanced fl exibility, effi ciency to experts

Axion launches live-cell imaging platform Omni Pro 12
ATLANTA, Feb 2: Axion BioSys-
tems has announced the addition of 
the Omni Pro 12 to the Omni live-cell 
imaging product family. The new plat-
form, which features integrated robot-
ics and a multiplate design compatible 
with any standard incubator, offers en-
hanced fl exibility and effi ciency to sci-
entists and drug developers conducting 
live-cell imaging experiments.

“The Omni Pro 12 is designed to 
provide an automated solution to ac-
commodate multiple users and support 
live-cell imaging applications. The 
device is highly intuitive, offering un-
paralleled ease-of-use and accessibil-
ity, which makes it an indispensable 
tool for every life science laboratory,” 
said Kevin Gould, Axion BioSystems’ 

CEO. “From label-free, long-term cell 
monitoring to fl uorescence-based as-
says, live-cell imaging can be an in-
tegral tool to advance immunology, 
oncology, and stem cell biology, facili-
tating the development of novel drugs 
and therapeutics.”

According to Jan-Willem Van Bree, 
Axion’s VP of Research & Develop-
ment - Image Analysis Systems, the 
combination of a fully automated mi-
croplate storage and handling set-up 
with an Omni cell imager offers new 
possibilities for live-cell analysis. “The 
Omni Pro 12 increases the throughput 
without increasing the complexity of 
experimental set up or data analysis. 
The instrument is designed to operate 
inside a cell culture incubator, ensur-

ing health and viability of even the 
most sensitive cell types, while inte-
grated and user-friendly software ena-
bles the analysis of complex biological 
data in real time.”

Noninvasively studying the real-
time biology of live cells allows sci-
entists to understand the fundamental 
biological processes underpinning 
health and disease and accelerate the 
discovery and development of life-
saving therapeutics. The Omni Pro 
12 uses high-capacity brightfi eld and 
fl uorescence imaging to continuously 
assess cell behavior and function with-
out sacrifi cing cell health and viabil-
ity. AI-driven image analysis software 
minimizes subjectivity in the interpre-
tation of data, allowing users to gain 

a quantitative, rather than qualitative, 
assessment. Combining knowledge 
from biology, engineering, optics, and 
computer science, the Omni Pro 12 is a 
must-have in any modern lab.

Axion BioSystems is a leading life 
science company focused on next-
generation live-cell analysis tools 
for biomedical research and drug 
discovery. With innovative systems 
that monitor complex cellular activ-
ity in real time without disturbing the 
underlying biology, Axion’s technol-
ogy accelerates scientific discovery 
with streamlined workflows provid-
ing more complete datasets. Head-
quartered in Atlanta, Georgia, USA, 
the company has more than 180 em-
ployees worldwide.
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This image released by Universal Pictures shows Dave Bautista, (from left), Abby Quinn, and Nikki Amuka-Bird in a scene from ‘Knock at the Cabin.’ (AP)

‘Dr. Phil’ talk show to end daytime TV run after 21 years

Michelle Obama launching podcast based on ‘Light We Carry’
LOS ANGELES, Feb 2, (AP): Michelle Obama’s recent celebrity-
fi lled book tour is becoming a podcast.

Audible announced Wednesday that the former fi rst lady will launch 
the “Michelle Obama: The Light Podcast” on March 7. It’s based on 
Obama’s tour promoting “The Light We Carry,” her recent bestselling 
book, which featured special guests like Oprah Winfrey, Ellen DeGe-
neres, Tyler Perry, David Letterman and more.

“Though only a few thousand people were able to attend the events 
live, these remarkable conversations can now be heard by everyone,” 
Audible said in a news release. The eight-episode podcast “goes be-
yond the book as Michelle Obama and her friends share personal sto-
ries and insights listeners won’t encounter anywhere else.”

Obama said in a statement that the book tour was a way to expand 
on the book’s refl ections about dealing with stress and change and a 
chance to “connect with real people once again.” The podcast, she said, 
is “a deeper examination of those fun and meaningful moments.”

Obama released “The Light We Carry” book on Nov. 15, and kicked 
off her promotional tour the same night. She was joined in Washington 
for the fi rst event by DeGeneres.

The podcast is the fi rst original project in a multiyear deal between 
Audible and Higher Ground Productions, which was started by Barack 
and Michelle Obama after they left the White House. The company 
has produced several acclaimed documentaries, including the Oscar-

winning fi lm “American Factory.”
Episodes of “The Light Podcast” will be an Audible exclusive for two 

weeks, and will be widely available on other podcast platforms after that.
❑        ❑        ❑

Daytime television psychologist “Dr. Phil” McGraw says he plans 
to end his talk show after 21 years in the coming months, but viewers 
haven’t seen the last of him.

“Dr. Phil” was the most prominent spinoff from Oprah Winfrey’s 
show, which once dominated daytime TV. The Texan’s program de-
buted in September 2002 after he’d been featured as a regular guest 
on Winfrey’s.

“With this show, we have helped thousands of guest and millions 
of viewers through everything from addiction and marriage to mental 
wellness and raising children,” McGraw said in a statement. “This has 
been an incredible chapter of my life and career, but while I’m moving 
on from daytime, there is so much more I wish to do.”

The traditional broadcast TV season ends in spring; there was no 
date given for Phil’s fi nal show.

McGraw, 72, said he wants to focus on prime-time programming 
and is planning an unspecifi ed project for early next year.

In the meantime, while new “Dr. Phil” episodes won’t be made, the 
show won’t disappear from TV. CBS Media Ventures, which syndi-

cates his program, said it will offer stations a package of reruns with 
occasional new wraparound content for future seasons.

That’s a cost-saving path blazed by “Judge Judy,” which aired its 
last original show in June 2021 but continues to be popular in reruns.

“We plan to be in the ‘Dr. Phil’ business with the library for years to 
come and welcome opportunities to work together in the future,” said 
Steve LoCascio, president of CBS Media Ventures.

Also:
NEW YORK: The NBC series “The Blacklist” is closing down.

NBC said Wednesday that the James Spader drama will end after 
its upcoming season, its 10th on the air. It will return for its fi nal run of 
episodes on Feb. 26.

Spader has played the character Raymond Reddington, an FBI 
informant on old criminal colleagues. This last season, Reddington 
confronts “unparalleled danger” as some of those he’s identifi ed seek 
revenge, NBC said.

The show’s 200th episode, a milestone in the often fl eeting world of 
television, will air on March 19.

Diego Klattenhoff, Hisham Tawfi q, Anya Banerjee and Harry 
Lennix are other regulars on “The Blacklist.”

The fi nal episode will air sometime this year. An NBC spokesperson 
said it’s not immediately clear when that will be.

JACKSON, Miss: A Mississippi 
college celebrated “Will Smith Day” 
with none other than Will Smith.

The actor and entertainer visited 
Tougaloo College, a historically 
Black college, on Jan 31 to speak 
with mass communication and per-
forming arts students, WAPT-TV 
reported.

The station reported that his 
visit was a favor to Tougaloo grad-
uate Aunjanue Ellis, his co-star in 
the fi lm “King Richard.”

“Today was Will Smith Day 
at Tougaloo College,” Tougaloo 
President Carmen Walters said.

“Our students were able to 
interact with Mr Smith in a private 
setting,” Walters said. “This is the 
fi rst visit of many producers who 
are assisting us with launching our 
new program in Film Making and 
Film Production.” (AP) 

❑        ❑        ❑

BUCHAREST, Romania: A Ro-
manian court on Wednesday up-
held a second 30-day detention for 
the divisive infl uencer and former 
professional kickboxer Andrew 
Tate who is held on suspicion of 
organized crime and human traf-
fi cking, an offi cial said.

Tate lost his appeal against a 
judge’s Jan 20 decision to extend 
his arrest a second time for 30 
days, said Ramona Bolla, a 
spokesperson for Romania’s anti-
organized crime agency DIICOT.

Tate, 36, a British-US citizen 
who has nearly 5 million followers 
on Twitter, arrived at the Bucha-
rest Court of Appeal handcuffed to 
his brother Tristan, who is held in 
the same case along with two Ro-
manian women. None of the four 
have yet been formally charged.

The court rejected their appeals 
and all will remain in custody until 
Feb 27 as prosecutors continue 
investigating the case. They previ-
ously lost an appeal against an 
earlier 30-day extension.

A document seen by The Asso-
ciated Press explaining the Jan 20 
decision said the judge took into 
account the “particular dangerous-
ness of the defendants” and their 
capacity to identify victims “with 
an increased vulnerability, in 
search of better life opportunities.”

Tina Glandian, an Ameri-
can lawyer who has previously 
represented celebrities including 
singer Chris Brown and former 
heavyweight boxer Mike Tyson, 
joined the Tates’ legal defense 

team on Wednesday to work 
alongside them.

“The defense team made 
extensive legal arguments pointing 
out the lack of evidence against 
the Tate brothers,” she told a news 
conference before the ruling. “It’s 
no secret that the Tate brothers are 
controversial public personas, but 
this is not about their public per-

sona ... this is about the violation 
of international human rights and 
the due process of law.”

“So far the system has failed,” 
she said. “The Tate brothers, who 
are both US citizens, have been in 
jail for over 30 days now without 
bail and without any charges fi led 
against them.”

As the Tates left the court after 

Wednesday’s morning hearing, An-
drew Tate said: “Ask them for evi-
dence and they will give you none, 
because it doesn’t exist. You’ll fi nd 
out the truth of this case soon.”

Tate, who has reportedly lived 
in Romania since 2017, was previ-
ously banned from various promi-
nent social media platforms for 
expressing misogynistic views and 

hate speech. He has claimed there 
is “zero evidence” against him in 
the case and alleged it is instead a 
“political” attack to silence him.

“My case is not criminal, it’s 
political. It’s not about justice or 
fairness. It’s about attacking my 
infl uence on the world,” read a 
post that appeared on his Twitter 
account on Sunday. (AP)
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Shyamalan’s fi lm toys with fatalism and family

‘Knock’ twists the home invasion horror
By Jake Coyle

Knock. Knock. 
It being mid-winter (typically a doldrums in 

movie theaters), it’s a cozy relief to be able to throw 
open the door and fi nd M. Night Shyamalan standing 
there with his near-annual helping of high-concept 
thriller. His last one, “Old,” about vacationers trapped 
on a private beach where aging is accelerated - a kind 
of high-speed “White Lotus” - fi ttingly arrived in the 
summer. But this quieter, gloomier time of year seems 
perfectly designed for Shyamalan to burst in with his 
signature brand of big-screen bonkers and some new 
twists to the age-old question of “Who’s there?”

“Knock at the Cabin,” which opens in theaters Fri-
day, is at once like every previous Shyamalan fi lm 
and a thrilling departure. Gimmicky set-up? Check. 
Queasy spiritualism? You bet. But as a self-contained, 
handsomely staged thriller - after the knocking, the 
fi lm takes place almost entirely within a remote cabin 
- Shyamalan’s latest fi nds the fi lmmaker working in 
an appealingly straightforward and stripped-down 
fashion. 

We have our cabin, our small cast of characters 
and, above all, our preposterous premise. Though 
Shyamalan’s fi lms often fl irt with higher powers and 
existential conundrums, nothing reigns in his movie 
universe more than The Concept. And in the gripping 
“Knock at the Cabin,” he carefully teases it, exploits it 
and dutifully follows it to its ultimate conclusion with 
the command of a seasoned professional. 

Just outside a cabin in a wooded forest, 7-year-
old Gwen (Kristen Cui) is collecting grasshoppers in 
a glass jar. “I’m just going to learn about you for a 
while,” she tells one as she slides it into the jar. Shy-
amalan, too, is gathering specimens into a hermetical-
ly sealed vessel for inquiry. One calmly walks right 
out of the woods. A hulking, bespectacled man (Dave 
Bautista) strides up to Gwen, politely introduces him-
self as Leonard and makes kindly chit chat while oc-
casionally glancing back over his shoulder. Then he 
says the reason he’s there makes him heartbroken. He 

describes it as “maybe the most important job in the 
history of the world.”

Before you exclaim “Podiatry!” Leonard’s job turns 
out to be a tad more sinister. He and three others, who 
soon also emerge from the forest, are there, as Leonard 
patiently lays out, to give Gwen’s parents a choice that 
will dictate the fate of the world. After forcing their 
way into the cabin, Leonard - fl anked by Sabrina (Nik-
ki Amuka-Bird), Redmond (Rupert Grint) and Adriane 
(Abby Quinn) - informs Gwen’s two dads, Eric (Jon-
athan Groff) and Andrew (Ben Aldridge) - that they 
must make a sacrifi ce to stave off global apocalypse. 
Each has come to the cabin after all-consuming vi-
sions - like warped versions of those that preoccupy the 
characters in “Close Encounters of the Third Kind” - of 
the doom that awaits if the family in this random cabin 
doesn’t, within hours, kill one of themselves.

Humanity
This isn’t, like last year’s “Barbarian,” another chas-

tening example of the dangers that lurk within the poor-
ly chosen Airbnb, (though I, for one, will henceforth 
not be clicking “Shyamalanian allegory” in all future 
bookings). This is, like most of Shyamalan’s schemes, 
a sincere metaphorical proposition. What’s more im-
portant: Preserving one’s family or the larger world?

There are, of course, reasons to be dubious of stran-
gers who turn up in your vacation rental asking for 
blood to spare humanity. Are they delusional? Has 
this gay couple been targeted? Do their demands not 
sound a little like the nuttery of some of today’s real-
world attackers? Eric and Andrew sense the same 
kind of brutality that they’ve experienced all their 
lives as gay men. Flashbacks to their past, including 
moments of bliss and pain, suggest this lurid episode 
is part of a larger narrative of a loving family forged 
against a harsh world. “Always together” is the cou-
ple’s mantra. 

But the way the four intruders speak is at odds with 
that possibility. They seem genuinely concerned for 
the wellbeing of the family. They identify themselves 
as regular people, some with families of their own, 

who are reluctantly but necessarily carrying out a 
duty. They are making their own sacrifi ce, too. Bau-
tista, in one of his fi nest performances, is more sweet 
than menacing, even while wielding a heavy weapon. 
Amuka-Bird, too, is an affectingly sensitive presence. 

The performances, all around, are convincing, 
and Shyamalan arrestingly stages the intense stand-
off as blood begins to spill and calamities, seen on 
television, mount. The tale, adapted from Paul G. 
Tremblay’s 2018 novel “The Cabin at the End of the 
World” with a notable tweak to the ending, cleverly 
inverts the home invasion thriller.

There are, undoubtedly, deeper avenues of explo-
ration left unexamined. But there are also B-movie 
pleasures that deviate from horror convention, and 
even some of the director’s own trademark sensibili-
ties. Shyamalan doesn’t pump up the violence, nor 
does he rely on plot twists to carry “Knock at the Cab-
in” along. Instead, the fi lm works as a brutal, neatly 
distilled kind of morality play that toys with fatalism, 
family and climate change allegory. What most dis-
tinguishes Shyamalan’s fi lm is how it dares to con-
sider whether some things are more important than 
family. In apocalyptic big screen spectacles, family is 
almost always the last and most abiding refuge. Here, 
it may be an impediment. 

“Knock at the Cabin,” a Universal Pictures release, 
is rated R by the Motion Picture Association for 
violence and language. Running time: 100 minutes. 
Three stars out of four. 

Also: 
LOS ANGELES: For the kids, “Lyle, Lyle Crocodile” 
also comes to Netfl ix on Saturday, Feb. 4. The movie 
based on the popular Bernard Waber series is hy-
brid live action/ CGI and a musical as well, featuring 
Shawn Mendes as the titular Crocodile Lyle. Con-
stance Wu, Javier Bardem and Scoot McNairy also 
star. The story focuses on a family who has recently 
relocated to New York City and their son (Winslow 
Fegley) is struggling to adapt until the caviar-loving 
crocodile enters his life. (AP)

Tate Smith
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Grammy predictions

Will Beyoncé make
a Grammy history?
By Jonathan Laundrum Jr. & Kristin M. Hall

The Beyhive is all abuzz over the possibility that 
Beyoncé will have a chance to make Grammy 

history this year, which should make for an exciting 
awards show as she’s up against heavy hitters Adele, 
Kendrick Lamar and Harry Styles.

She’ll need just four more trophies to ascend to the 
top decorated artist in the Recording Academy. Odds 
are in her favor in most of the categories she’s nomi-
nated in, including album of the year and record of 
the year.

Associated Press Entertainment Writers Jona-
than Landrum Jr. and Kristin M. Hall break down 

the extremely close races for 
Grammy glory. The 65th an-
nual Grammy Awards will air 
on Sunday on CBS and Para-
mount+.

Album Of The Year: 
“Voyage,” ABBA; “30,” 
Adele; “Un Verano Sin Ti,” 
Bad Bunny; “Renaissance,” 
Beyoncé; “Good Morning 
Gorgeous” (Deluxe), Mary J. 
Blige; “In These Silent Days,” 
Brandi Carlile; “Music of the 
Spheres,” Coldplay; “Mr. Mo-

rale & the Big Steppers,” Kendrick Lamar; “Special,” 
Lizzo; “Harry’s House,” Harry Styles.

Landrum: Beyoncé is going after her Grammy 
throne, again. With the superstar singer being on the 
cusp of becoming the most decorated artist in Gram-
my history, it’s no coincidence Queen Bey returned to 
the live show stage for the fi rst time in four years with 
a spectacular, star-studded performance at Dubai’s 
newest luxury hotel last month. She even held a two-
night “Club Renaissance” event in Los Angeles last 
month with Amazon Music to celebrate her seventh 
album “Renaissance,” an album of the year candidate. 
Beyoncé’s lead up game is strong, and both of her re-
markable displays feel like a grand tour toward her 
multiple Grammy crowning. 

Hall: The last time Adele and Beyoncé were both 
nominated in this category, the British singer-song-
writer used her acceptance speech to heap praise on 
Beyoncé, calling her the “artist of my life.” It’s one 
of the toughest years in this category with so many 
deserving albums from the biggest names. It would 
be amazing to see Bad Bunny take home the award 
for his incredibly popular “Un Verano Sin Ti,” but 
I agree, Jonathan, all signs are pointing to a record-
breaking year for Beyoncé.

Record Of The Year: “Don’t Shut Me Down,” 
ABBA; “Easy on Me,” Adele; “Break My Soul,” Be-
yoncé; “Good Morning Gorgeous,” Mary J. Blige; 
“You and Me on the Rock,” Brandi Carlile featur-
ing Lucius; “Woman,” Doja Cat; “Bad Habit,” Steve 
Lacy; “The Heart Part 5,” Kendrick Lamar; “About 
Damn Time,” Lizzo; “As It Was,” Harry Styles.

Hall: So many danceable bops this year to choose 
from! Lizzo is a powerhouse at delivering good-time 
positive bangers with catchy lyrics and Harry Styles’ 
pop rock jam “As It Was” is an undeniable hit and 
fan favorite. While Adele absolutely kills her perfor-
mance of “Easy on Me,” I don’t think it has the domi-
nance of her other record of the year hit “Hello.” For 
me, the best two in the category are “Break My Soul” 
and “Bad Habit.” 

Landrum: I totally rode the Beyoncé album-of-
the-year bandwagon, but I’m riding with Harry Styles’ 
“As It Was” in this category. Kudos to the other nomi-
nees from Kendrick Lamar, Steve Lacy and Adele — 
who are also deserving of this award. But “As It Was” 
was just too massive in a category where the biggest 
commercial hits usually reign supreme. For me, it 
seems like I’ve heard his infectious jam whenever I 
go out. 

Song Of The Year: “abcdefu,” Sara Davis, Gayle 
and Dave Pittenger; “About Damn Time,” Melissa 
“Lizzo” Jefferson, Eric Frederic, Blake Slatkin and 
Theron Makiel Thomas; “All Too Well (10 Minute 
Version – The Short Film),” Liz Rose and Taylor 
Swift; “As It Was,” Tyler Johnson, Kid Harpoon 
and Harry Styles; “Bad Habit,” Matthew Castella-
nos, Brittany Fousheé, Diana Gordon, John Carroll 
Kirby and Steve Lacy; “Break My Soul,” Beyoncé, S. 
Carter, Terius “The Dream” Gesteelde-Diamant and 
Christopher A. Stewart; “Easy on Me,” Adele Ad-
kins and Greg Kurstin; “God Did,” Tarik Azzouz, E. 
Blackmon, Khaled Khaled, F. LeBlanc, Shawn Carter, 
John Stephens, Dwayne Carter, William Roberts and 
Nicholas Warwar; “The Heart Part 5,” Jake Kosich, 
Johnny Kosich, Kendrick Lamar and Matt Schaeffer; 
“Just Like That,” Bonnie Raitt.

Landrum: I might’ve chosen Harry Styles to pull 
away victorious with record of the year, but Beyoncé’s 
powerful words in “Break My Soul” spoke to my spirit 
— especially in a category for songwriters who wrote the 
lyrics or melodies to one song. Her tune became a dance 
fl oor anthem after the pandemic thanks to the attractive 
upbeat melody and the well-written lyrics by the formi-
dable writing team comprised of Beyoncé, her husband 
Jay-Z, The-Dream and Tricky Stewart — who’s behind 
penning big singles including Rihanna’s “Umbrella” and 
Mary J. Blige’s “Just Fine.” 

Hall: If you’ve only heard the TikTok snippet from 
Steve Lacy’s dreamy confessional song, do yourself a 
favor and listen to the whole thing, and then his whole al-
bum, too. The song, like Lacy, is experimental and com-
plicated and the song twists and distorts into something 
brand new while his voice is charmingly disarming. I 
think he’s a dark horse in this category, though, going up 
against so many crazy talented songwriters.

Best New Artist: Anitta; Omar Apollo; DOMi & 
JD Beck; Muni Long; Samara Joy; Latto; Månekskin; 
Tobe Nwigwe; Molly Tuttle; Wet Leg.

Hall: Normally I feel like there are one or two 
heavy hitters in this category that are riding the wave 
of a big debut hit, but this category is wide open this 
year. Bluegrass musician Molly Tuttle and R&B sing-
er-songwriter Muni Long are well-established in their 
respective music fi elds and it would be great for them 
to get the widespread attention they deserve with a win 
in this category. But I think Anitta has a big advantage 
with her multi-platinum global hit “Envolver,” even 
if she may not be as familiar to American audiences.

Landrum: Anitta certainly feels like the leading 
choice in this loaded category. The Brazilian artist 
has been nothing short of phenomenal with her trilin-
gual album “Versions of Me,” which was led by her 
single “Envolver.” Månekskin, Muni Long and Latto 
can make their claim here too. But I’m going with a 
category dark horse: Tobe Nwigwe. He broke through 
with “I Need You To,” a 44-seconds long song that 
called attention to the police killing of Breonna Taylor 
in Kentucky. It was reposted by big names like LeB-
ron James, Madonna and Diddy. (AP)

Beyonce

Rita Ora performs at the American Heart Association’s Go Red for Women Red Dress Collection Concert at Jazz at Lincoln Center on Wednesday, Feb. 1, in New 
York. (AP)

Beyoncé announces ‘Renaissance’ world tour

Willie, George among Rock Hall nominees
NEW YORK, Feb 2, (AP): Missy 
Elliott, Willie Nelson, Kate Bush, 
Iron Maiden, Cyndi Lauper, Sound-
garden, Sheryl Crow and the late 
George Michael are the 2023 nomi-
nees for induction into the Rock & 
Roll Hall of Fame, refl ecting a mix 
of country, soul, hip-hop, metal, pop, 
rap-rock and grunge. 

The Cleveland-based institution 
announced Wednesday the 14 art-
ists and groups being considered for 
Rock Hall induction, also includ-
ing Rage Against the Machine, The 
Spinners, A Tribe Called Quest, The 
White Stripes, Warren Zevon and 
Joy Division/New Order.

If Elliott makes it, she would be-
come the fi rst female hip-hop artist 
in the hall. 

“This is an incredible honor. 
I’m so humbled and grateful to be 
counted amongst all the incredible 
honorees. I’ve spent my career mak-
ing the kind of music I love and it 
means so much to know that I have 
touched others as well,” she said in 
a statement.

Artists must have released their 
fi rst commercial recording at least 
25 years before they’re eligible for 
induction. 

“This remarkable list of nominees 
refl ects the diverse artists and music 
that the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame 
honors and celebrates,” said John 
Sykes, chair of the Rock & Roll Hall 
of Fame Foundation in a statement. 
“These artists have created their own 
sounds that have impacted genera-
tions and infl uenced countless oth-
ers that have followed in their foot-
steps.”

Eight out of 14 nominees are on 
the ballot for the fi rst time, includ-
ing Crow, Elliott, Joy Division/New 
Order, Lauper, Michael, Nelson, The 
White Stripes and Zevon. This is the 
fi rst year of eligibility for Elliott and 
The White Stripes. While the late 
Zevon has been eligible since 1994, 
Billy Joel led a push for his entry, 

writing to the nominating committee 
urging them to consider Zevon.

“Seeing my name on this year’s 
ballot with so many talents that I 
admire means so much to me. It has 
been a lifetime privilege to reach so 
many different kinds of fans with 
a message of following your own 
path (and having fun along the way, 
too),” Lauper wrote in a statement.

A Tribe Called Quest and Bush 
were nominees last year and didn’t 
make the cut but now fi nd them-
selves back in the running this year. 
Bush’s latest nod may be due to a 
new wave in popularity after the 
show “Stranger Things” featured her 
song “Running Up That Hill.” 

Inductees will be announced in 
May and the ceremony will take 
place this fall. Nominees will be 
voted on by more than 1,000 art-
ists, historians and music industry 
professionals. Fans can vote online 
or in person at the museum, with the 
top fi ve artists picked by the public 
making up a “fans’ ballot” that will 
be tallied with the other professional 
ballots.

Last year, the nomination process 
was complicated by Dolly Parton, 
who gave the honor an enthusiastic 
embrace after temporarily turning it 
down. She initially said she did not 
want to take votes away from the 
remaining nominees and had not 
“earned that right.” 

Also:
LOS ANGELES:  Beyoncé is tak-
ing her “Renaissance” global - the 
superstar will start a world tour in 
Sweden in May with stops through-
out Europe and the United States.

The highly anticipated tour an-
nouncement she made on Instagram 
and her website Wednesday comes 
days before the Grammy Awards on 
Sunday, where the global superstar is 
the most nominated artist and could 
make Recording Academy history.

Beyoncé, the most decorated 

woman in Grammy history with 28 
wins, could break the late Hungari-
an-British conductor Georg Solti’s 
record for most awards won if she 
wins four awards.

Her 2022 album “Renaissance” is 
a celebration of dance music and is 
nominated for album of the year. Her 
tour will make stops in London, Par-
is, Barcelona and Toronto before 
ending Sept. 27 in New Orleans.

There were hints that she might 
tour again after she performed an in-
vite-only show in January in Dubai 
at the Atlantis The Royal Resort, her 
fi rst show in four years. Her last solo 
tour was in 2016, but she went on 
tour with her husband Jay Z in 2018.

Ticketmaster said in a release that 
sales will begin Feb. 6 and fans will 
need to register through their Veri-
fi ed Fan system. Sale times will vary 
based on city.

❑      ❑      ❑

LOS ANGELES: The Grammys will 
pay homage to lives of Loretta 
Lynn, Migos rapper Takeoff and 
Christine McVie with star-studded 
performances during Sunday’s cer-
emony.

The Recording Academy an-
nounced Wednesday that the cere-
mony will honor the three musicians 
who died last year with special per-
formances during its in memoriam 
segment.

Kacey Musgraves will perform 
“Coal Miner’s Daughter” in tribute 
to Lynn. Quavo and the Maverick 
City Music will hit the stage to hon-
or his nephew Takeoff with the song 
“Without You.” Sheryl Crow, Mick 
Fleetwood and Bonnie Raitt will 
collaborate to perform “Songbird” to 
remember McVie.

The academy also announced 
Wednesday that presenters will in-
clude fi rst lady Jill Biden, Viola 
Davis, Dwayne “The Rock” John-
son, Billy Crystal, James Corden, 
Olivia Rodrigo and Cardi B.

Sheryl Crow performs at the American 
Heart Association’s Go Red for Wom-
en Red Dress Collection Concert at 
Jazz at Lincoln Center on Feb. 1, in 

New York. (AP)

Costner Horse

NORTH LAS VEGAS: A former “Dances 
With Wolves” actor who faces at least 
fi ve felonies for allegedly sexually abus-
ing Indigenous girls was scheduled to 
face a judge for the fi rst time in the case 
on Thursday.

The possible charges against Nathan 
Chasing Horse, 46, include sex traf-
fi cking and sexual assault, according to 
court records. Clark County prosecutors 
have not said when they will formally 
charge him or whether more charges will 
be fi led.

Las Vegas police arrested Chasing 
Horse this week following a months 
long investigation into alleged abuse that 
authorities said spanned two decades.

He remained held at a Clark County 
jail without bail Wednesday evening on 
the sexual assault charges. A judge on 
Thursday was expected to address his 
custody status and could set bail.

Known for his role as young Sioux 
tribe member Smiles a Lot in the Oscar-
winning Kevin Costner fi lm, Chasing 
Horse gained a reputation among tribes 
across the United States and in Canada 
as a so-called medicine man who per-
formed healing ceremonies.

He is believed to be the leader of a 
cult known as The Circle with a strong 
following of people who believed he 
could communicate with higher powers, 
according to an arrest warrant.

Police said he abused his position, 
physically and assaulting Indigenous 
girls and women, taking underage wives 
and leading the cult. He was arrested 
outside the home he shares with his fi ve 
wives near Las Vegas.

Chasing Horse was born on the Rose-
bud Reservation in South Dakota, which 
is home to the Sicangu Sioux, one of the 
seven tribes of the Lakota nation.

A 50-page search warrant obtained 
Tuesday by The Associated Press 
claimed Chasing Horse trained his wives 
to use fi rearms, instructing them to 
“shoot it out” with police offi cers if they 
tried to “break their family apart.” If that 
failed, the wives were to take “suicide 
pills.”

He was taken into custody as he left 
his home in North Las Vegas. SWAT 
offi cers were seen outside the two-
story home in the evening as detectives 
searched the property.

Police found found fi rearms, 41 
pounds (18.5 kilograms) of marijuana 

Variety

Singer Bruce Springsteen and E Street Band member Steven Van Zandt per-
form during their 2023 tour Feb. 1, at Amalie Arena in Tampa, Fla. (AP)

and psilocybin mushrooms and a memo-
ry card with multiple videos of assaults, 
according to an arrest report released 
Wednesday. (AP)

❑      ❑      ❑

SANTA FE, NM: Alec Baldwin’s fi rst 
court appearance has been set as he 

confronts accusations of fi rearm safety 
failures and involuntary manslaughter in 
the fatal shooting of a cinematographer 
on a New Mexico fi lm set.

A New Mexico court on Wednesday 
scheduled Baldwin and fi lm-set weapons 
supervisor Hannah Gutierrez-Reed to 
appear by videoconference before Santa 

Fe-based District Court Judge Mary 
Marlowe Sommer in late February, 
leaving several weeks before the defend-
ants may provide a formal response to 
felony charges. They were both charged 
Tuesday with involuntary manslaughter 
in the death of Halyna Hutchins on the 
set of the Western movie “Rust.”

Hutchins died shortly after being 
wounded during rehearsals at a ranch on 
the outskirts of Santa Fe on Oct 21, 2021. 
Baldwin was pointing a pistol at Hutch-
ins when the gun went off, killing her 
and wounding the director, Joel Souza.

A manslaughter charge can be 
brought if a defendant killed while doing 
something lawful but dangerous and was 
acting negligently or without caution.

In newly fi led court documents, 
prosecutors said reckless safety failures 
accompanied the fi lm production from 
the outset. They cite Baldwin’s failure 
as an actor to appear for mandatory 
fi rearms training prior to fi lming and 
his decision as a producer to work with 
Gutierrez-Reed, who was an uncertifi ed 
and inexperienced armorer.

A probable cause statement from 
investigators traces safety failures across 
a 10-day period, such as misfi res on set, 
a camera crew walkout and the moments 
before Hutchins’ death as a revolver was 
loaded with ammunition and Baldwin’s 
fi nger came to rest on the pistol’s trigger. 
(AP)

Music
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Pathbreaking campaign

Vaccine gives hope for
rare monkeys survival
SILVA JARDIM, Brazil, Feb 2, (AP): In a small lab nestled 
in Brazil’s Atlantic Forest, researchers with gloved hands 
and masked faces cradle four tiny golden monkeys so a vet-
erinarian can delicately slide a needle under the thin skin of 
each sedated animal’s belly. 

The next morning, biologist Andréia Martins brings them 
to the precise spot where they were caught. She opens the 
wire cages and the monkeys dart out, hopping to a tree or the 
ground, ascending the canopy and regrouping as a family. 
They chatter noisily as they vanish into the rainforest.

This brief, strange encounter with humanity has been for 
the sake of their own health - and the survival of their kind. 
These endangered wild monkeys, called golden lion tama-
rins, have now been vaccinated against yellow fever, part of 
a pathbreaking campaign to save a threatened species. 

“Vaccinating wild animals for the 
sake of animals, not to protect hu-
mans, is novel,” said Luís Paulo Fer-
raz, president of the nonprofi t Golden 
Lion Tamarin Association. 

When yellow fever began to spread 
in Brazil in 2016, resulting in more 
than 2,000 human infections and 
around 750 deaths, it also quickly 
killed a third of the highly vulnerable 
tamarins, the majority of them in just 
a few months. So scientists in Brazil 
developed a yellow fever vaccine cus-

tomized for the endangered monkeys.
The inoculation campaign started in 2021, and already 

more than 300 tamarins have been vaccinated. The fi rst such 
effort in Brazil, it raises vital questions about how far to go 
to save a species from extinction. 

One of the traditional adages of conservation is “Leave it 
be.” But in an age when every corner of the globe is touched 
by human infl uence - from melting icebergs to fragmented 
forests to plastic-fi lled oceans - a new generation of scien-
tists and environmentalists is increasingly calling for more 
interventionist approaches to save wild animals and ecosys-
tems.

Extinction
Carlos R. Ruiz-Miranda, a conservation biologist at State 

University of Northern Rio de Janeiro, is among the scien-
tists who have worked for more than three decades to protect 
the golden lion tamarins, twice going to their rescue when 
extinction threatened. He says the vaccinations are the only 
option left: “Is it too extreme? Give me another alternative.” 

Viruses have always abounded in nature. But humans 
have drastically changed the conditions and impacts of how 
they spread in wildlife. Epidemics can travel across oceans 
and borders faster than ever, and species already diminished 
by habitat loss and other threats are more at risk of being 
wiped out by outbreaks.

“Human activity is absolutely accelerating disease spread 
in non-human populations,” said Jeff Sebo, an environmen-
tal researcher at New York University, who was not involved 
in the Brazil project. 

Southeastern Brazil was once covered by the rainforest, 
but today the undulating landscape is an uneven checker-
board of dark green jungle and grassy cow pastures - only 
12% of this rainforest remains. 

Yet it’s the only place in the world that wild golden lion 
tamarins live. 

The longstanding effort to save the charismatic monkeys 
- famous for their copper-colored fur and small inquisitive 
faces framed by silken manes - included a pioneering cap-
tive breeding program, coordinated among around 150 zoos 
worldwide. Many of those animals were then carefully re-
leased in Brazil starting in 1984, in cooperation with local 
landowners.

Then came yellow fever. 
After the fi rst lab-confi rmed death of a tamarin from the 

virus in 2018, a census of the monkeys revealed the popu-
lation of wild tamarins had dropped from around 3,700 to 
2,500. 

“This epidemic moved very quickly from north to south, 
across the country - no wildlife does that,” said Ruiz-Miran-
da. “It’s people. They cross vast distances in buses, trains, 
planes. They bring the disease with them.” Yellow fever is 
transmitted by mosquitoes, he explained, but highly mobile 
infected people spread the disease much farther and faster 
than insects alone.

“We realized that in fi ve years, we could lose the entire 
population if we did nothing” said Ferraz, of the Golden 
Lion Tamarin Association. 

At the time of the yellow fever outbreak, Marcos da Silva 
Freire was a deputy director of technological development at 
Brazil’s Oswaldo Cruz Foundation, which oversees vaccine 
diagnostics and production in the country.

Freire arranged with the Primate Center of Rio de Janeiro 
to begin trials of different doses of yellow fever vaccines on 
about 60 monkeys, close relatives of the tamarins, in Janu-
ary 2018. 

A year later, he checked the level of antibodies in their 
blood. The vaccine appeared to work, without negative side 
effects. When the team got government approval to begin 
vaccinating wild monkeys, Freire supervised the fi rst rounds 
of shots.

Immunity
So far, they’ve vaccinated more than 300 tamarins and 

detected no adverse side effects. When they’ve caught and 
retested monkeys, 90% to 95% have shown immunity -- sim-
ilar to the effi cacy of human vaccines. 

The outbreak appears to have subsided, and the monitored 
monkey population has stabilized overall and even increased 
a little inside the Poço das Antas Biological Reserve. 

While authorities elsewhere have inoculated animals to 
safeguard human health, it’s still very rare for scientists to 
administer vaccine injections to directly protect an endan-
gered species. 

“What are the unintended consequences of vaccination? 
You can’t always be certain,” said Jacob Negrey, a biolo-
gist and primatologist at Wake Forest University’s School 
of Medicine. 

But increasingly scientists are examining the merits of 
vaccinating endangered wildlife, drawing up plans to po-
tentially vaccinate tigers against canine distemper in Asia, 
chimpanzees against respiratory diseases in Africa, and koa-
las against chlamydia in Australia. 

“There are people who say we shouldn’t touch nature, that 
we shouldn’t alter anything. But really, there are no pristine 
natural habitats left,” said Tony Goldberg, a disease ecolo-
gist and veterinarian at the University of Wisconsin-Mad-
ison, who supports vaccinating wildlife when it’s safe and 
practical. 

“People are waking up to the magnitude of the problem 
and realizing they have to do something.” 

In Australia, scientists have applied for permits to begin 
a fi eld trial of vaccinating wild koalas against chlamydia, 
which infects up to 80% of animals in some populations, 
causing death and lowering fertility.

The potential downside? “Catching koalas is really stress-
ful on the animals,” said Samuel Phillips, a biologist at Aus-
tralia’s University of the Sunshine Coast. “It’s a fi ne jug-
gling act between causing stress on them and trying to help.”

But increasingly, he and other scientists feel that through habi-
tat loss and other environmental changes, “We have decreased 
their population so much that it’s already at a critical point.”

His conclusion: “We need to do more to help them sur-
vive.”

Ecology

A golden lion tamarin sits in a tree in the Atlantic Forest region of Silva Jardim, Rio de Janeiro state, Brazil, Friday, July 8, 2022. A campaign to vaccinate these 
endangered monkeys in Brazil against yellow fever may help save them from extinction. (AP)

A SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket lifts off from 
Pad 39A at Kennedy Space Center, 
Florida, Thursday morning, Feb. 2. 
The rocket is carrying 53 Starlink sat-

ellites. (AP)

Discovery

Rhino poaching ‘doubled’: Rhino 
poaching in Namibia increased dramati-
cally last year, with nearly twice as many 
of the critically endangered animals killed 
than the year before, the country’s envi-
ronment ministry says.

The Ministry of Environment, Forestry 
and Tourism released fi gures on Monday 
showing that 87 rhinos were poached in 
2022, up from 45 in 2021.

It was “a serious concern,” the ministry 
said.

Of the 87 rhinos poached last year, 61 
were black rhinos and 26 white rhinos, 
the ministry said. And 46 of those rhinos 
were poached at the Etosha National Park, 
Namibia’s fl agship game reserve.

Namibia has more than one-third of the 
world’s black rhinos and the Etosha Na-
tional Park is home to the biggest single 
black rhino population, according to the 
Save The Rhino organization.

Save The Rhino estimates there are ap-
proximately 6,000 black rhinos left and 
around 15,000 white rhinos. Those two 
species are only found in the wild in Af-
rica.

Conservation groups have warned that 
the economic consequences of the coro-
navirus pandemic could undermine ef-
forts to stop poaching. (AP)

❑      ❑      ❑

Deal over polluted site hit: In hind-
sight, it’s clear that something was very 
wrong in this suburban town at the Jersey 
Shore, where many people worked at or 
lived near a chemical company that was 
fl ushing toxic waste into waterways and 
burying it in the ground.

Men would come home from the plant, 
which made dyes and resins, and their 
perspiration would be the color of the dye 
with which they worked. 

Children swam in the local river, com-
ing up for air in the midst of milky white 
froth that fl oated on the water’s surface. 
There seemed to be fewer fi sh than would 
be expected; some that were there ap-
peared to be transparent, and others had 
sores.

And children were being diagnosed 
with cancer at higher-than-normal rates.

It wouldn’t be until many years later 
that the truth would come out: Ciba-Gei-
gy Chemical Corp, the town’s largest em-
ployer, had been fl ushing chemicals into 
the Toms River and the Atlantic Ocean, 
and burying 47,000 drums of toxic waste 
in the ground. This created a plume of 
polluted water that has spread beyond 
the site into residential neighborhoods. It 
made the area one of America’s most no-
torious Superfund sites, joining the list of 
the most seriously polluted areas in need 
of federally supervised cleanup.

The state health department found that 
87 children in Toms River, which was 
then known as Dover Township, had been 
diagnosed with cancer from 1979 through 
1995. A study determined the rates of 

childhood cancers and leukemia in girls in 
Toms River “were signifi cantly elevated 
when compared to state rates.” No similar 

rates were found for boys.
The company, which was charged 

criminally, has paid millions of dollars in 

fi nes and penalties on top of the $300 mil-
lion it and its successors have paid so far 
to clean up the 1,250-acre (506-hectare) 
site — an ongoing effort with no end in 
sight.

Now, New Jersey has reached a settle-
ment with the site’s current owner, BASF 
Corp, to address damage to natural re-
sources at the site. And residents of Toms 
River, where “cancer cluster” is part of 
the local vocabulary and bottled water 
is the only type many will drink, are not 
happy with the deal, describing it as woe-
fully insuffi cient. New Jersey governor is 
Phil Murphy.

The settlement must still be fi nalized 
by the state Department of Environmental 
Protection.

The agreement commits BASF — 
which owns the site as the corporate suc-
cessor to Ciba-Geigy — to restore wet-
lands and grassy areas; create walking 
trails, boardwalks and an elevated view-
ing platform; and build an environmental 
education center. In addition to doing that 
work, whose cost has not yet been calcu-
lated by the state or the company, BASF 
will pay the state $100,000 and be al-
lowed to continue to host an array of solar 
panels on part of the site. 

Mayor Maurice Hill said Toms River 
is known for two main things: winning 
the Little League World Series in 1998, 
and the Ciba-Geigy Superfund site, 
blamed by many residents for the town’s 
elevated level of childhood cancer cases. 
(AP)

In this image provided by the US Air Force, Senior Airmen Andrew Whitener and 
Tyler Glodgett 341st Missile Maintenance Squadron topsiders, inspect the cable 
connections of an intercontinental ballistic missile during a Simulated Electronic 
Launch-Minuteman test Sept. 22, 2020, at a launch facility near Great Falls, 
Mont. The top Air Force officer in charge of the nation’s air and ground-launched 
nuclear missiles has requested an official investigation into the number of offi-
cers who are reporting the same type of blood cancer after serving at Malmstrom 

Air Force Base. (AP)

The ‘Marlboro Man’ sees decrease in cancer deaths

Lung cancer rates rise in young women
By Estelamari Rodriguez

University of Miami

The Conversation is an indepen-
dent and nonprofit source of news, 
analysis and commentary from ac-
ademic experts.

❑      ❑      ❑

When many people think of an av-
erage lung cancer patient, they 

often imagine an older man smok-
ing. But the face of lung cancer has 
changed. Over the past 15 years, more 
women, never smokers and younger 
people are being diagnosed with lung 
cancer.

In fact, lung cancer is the leading 
cause of cancer death among women, 
and more women die from lung cancer 
than breast, ovarian and colorectal can-
cer each year. The American Lung As-
sociation reports that while lung can-
cer rates have risen by 79% for women 
over the last 44 years, they decreased 
by 43% for men. And for the fi rst 
time in history, there are more young 
women than men diagnosed with lung 
cancer. 

As a thoracic oncologist at Sylvester 
Comprehensive Cancer Center, part of 
the University of Miami Health Sys-
tem, I have seen many younger women 
and never smokers walk into my clinic 
with a new diagnosis of lung cancer. 
Particularly for never smokers, lung 
cancer is unexpected for both patients 
and their doctors, which can often lead 
to delays in diagnosis. Researchers 
have described this trend of increas-
ing lung cancer rates among women 
in different parts of the world and are 
starting to understand why cases are on 
the rise.

The fi rst explanation of why rates of 
lung cancer in women have increased 
is that many started smoking later than 
men, pushing back their peak in smok-
ing-related lung cancer diagnoses.

Women also started smoking in 
the years when fi ltered cigarettes 
were most commonly used. This led 
to an increased risk of a type of can-
cer called adenocarcinoma due to the 
way cigarette fi lters distribute tobacco 
smoke to the outer parts of the lungs. 
Some studies suggest that women are 
more susceptible to the carcinogenic 
effects of exposure to tobacco and cig-
arette smoke, including second-hand 
smoke, and may develop lung cancer 
after fewer years of smoking compared 
to men.

However, it is important to note that 
most people diagnosed today with lung 
cancer are not active smokers. About 
20% of women with lung cancer 
have never smoked - higher than for 

men with lung cancer who’ve never 
smoked.

Besides smoking and secondhand 
smoke, there are several other lung 
cancer risk factors. These include a 
family history of cancer and exposure 
to asbestos, radon and air pollution.

Exposure to carcinogens in the 
workplace in the form of inhaled 
chemicals such as arsenic, beryllium, 
cadmium, silica and nickel is still a 
concern in some parts of the world. 
The potential lung cancer risk of e-
cigarette and marijuana smoke is still 
under study but of potential concern.

Genetic
Recently, researchers have also 

found that genetic scan play a role in 
lung cancer risk in some patients with 
a strong history of lung cancer. Studies 
of these families have helped identify 
potential susceptibility genes for lung 
cancer and environmental risk factors. 

Like BRCA1 and BRCA2 in breast 
cancer, alterations in genes that pro-
mote or protect against tumor devel-
opment can contribute to lung cancer 
development. Researchers have yet to 
identify specifi c mutations that may 
predispose individuals to lung cancer. 
However, studying familial genetic 
predispositions can help elucidate how 
lung cancer develops and lead to new 
biomarkers for early cancer detection 
in high-risk groups.

In 2021, the United States Preventive 
Services Task Force updated its lung 
cancer screening guidelines to include 
younger patients with less smoking 
history. Now, lung cancer screening 
is recommended for adults ages 50 to 
80 who have smoked at least one pack 
per day for 20 years, current smokers 
and former smokers who quit smoking 
within the last 15 years. Women at risk 
for lung cancer can talk to their doctors 
about ordering a low-dose CT scan for 
lung cancer screening.

Nationwide, more than 70% of 
eligible women undergo breast can-
cer screening but less than 6% of all 
eligible smokers pursue lung cancer 
screening. Researchers estimate that 
these new screening guidelines will 
increase the number of women eligible 
for lung cancer screening by 40% by 
including those at a younger age who 
have less smoking exposure.

In recent years, increasing under-
standing of the genetic changes that 
can lead to cancer and how to harness 
the immune system to treat cancer has 
led to new targeted therapies and im-

munotherapies that have improved the 
prognosis of patients with lung cancer. 
Women tend to have a better lung can-
cer prognosis than men, especially if 
they never smoked and have tumors 
with molecular changes that can be 
treated with targeted therapies. 

However, lung cancer symptoms 
may go unrecognized in women. 
Symptoms of lung cancer can include 
coughing, shortness of breath, over-
whelming fatigue and pain in the back, 
chest or shoulder, which could be 
confused for other ailments. Because 
women tend to be slightly younger 
when diagnosed than men, patients 
may be able to tolerate symptoms 
longer and delay seeking medical at-
tention. Physicians also might not at-
tribute these symptoms to lung cancer 
due to a patient’s younger age.

Recognizing the early symptoms 
of lung cancer, expanding lung can-
cer screening eligibility and testing 
for genetic biomarkers to select the 
best therapy are some of the steps that 
could help address the global epidemic 
of lung cancer in women. (AP)

Also:
WASHINGTON: The top Air Force 
general in charge of the nation’s air- 
and ground-launched nuclear missiles 
has requested an offi cial investigation 
into the number of offi cers who are 
reporting blood cancer diagnoses after 
serving at Malmstrom Air Force Base 
in Montana.

The illnesses became publicly 
known this week after The Associ-
ated Press obtained a military brief 
that at least nine missileers - those 
offi cers serving in underground bun-
kers near silo-based Minuteman III 
intercontinental ballistic missiles and 
responsible for turning launch keys if 
ordered - were reporting diagnoses of 
non-Hodgkin lymphoma. One of the 
offi cers has died.

Gen. Thomas A. Bussiere, com-
mander of Air Force Global Strike 
Command, which is responsible for all 
of the silo-based and aircraft-launched 
nuclear warheads, said in a statement 
to the AP Friday that he has requested 
that the US Air Force School of Aero-
space Medicine conduct a formal as-
sessment into the reported cancers.

It was not immediately clear if that 
assessment would be limited to Malm-
strom, or if it would include similar nu-
clear missile facilities at Minot Air Force 
Base in North Dakota and F.E. Warren 
Air Force Base in Wyoming. (AP)
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The curtain ‘falls’ on Arab
Clubs Karate Champ’ship

‘The beautiful game is back’

KUWAIT CITY, Feb 2: 
The curtain fell on the 
Fifth Arab Clubs Ka-
rate Championship, at 
the Yarmouk Club hall, 
which hosted the tourna-
ment. The tournament 
witnessed the participa-
tion of 150 male and 
female players from 17 
clubs representing 8 Arab 
countries.

The competitions start-

ed on Thursday.
The Secretary Gen-

eral of Yarmouk Club 
Fouad Fahd Al-Failakawi 
expressed his delight in 
hosting the Arab broth-
ers. “The Board of Direc-
tors was keen to make all 
efforts, and to provide 
the best ways for a dis-
tinguished Arab cham-
pionship technically and 
organizationally, and we 

BARCELONA, Spain, Feb 2, (AP): Last 
year, after a season without titles following 
the exit of Lionel Messi, Barcelona took 
the risky decision of selling off a part of its 
future earnings in exchange for quick cash 
it could turn into talented signings.

The group of newcomers who arrived at Camp 
Nou included two players - Robert Lewandowski and 
Raphinha - tasked with bringing back the punch to 
an attack that was lackluster following the departure 
Messi.

Lewandowski did not disappoint. The former Bayern 
Munich striker assumed the role of a team leader and has 
not stopped chewing up opposing defenses in the Spanish 
league.

Raphinha, however, soon became a second option for Bar-
celona coach Xavi Hernandez, who favored having Ousmane 
Dembélé as a right winger to accompany Lewandowski.

But a door opened for the Brazil international last week 
when Dembélé injured a muscle in his left thigh just when he 

was enjoying his best campaign at Barcelona.
Raphinha made the most of his opportunity on Wednes-

day when he scored the opening goal in a 2-1 win at Real 
Betis that strengthened Barcelona’s lead in the standings. 
Lewandowski added a second to take his league-leading 
tally to 14 goals.

His goal should help Raphinha keep his starting spot when 
Barcelona hosts a struggling Sevilla on Sunday.

Barcelona leads the league over Real Madrid by eight 
points before the defending champions play Valencia in a 
game that was postponed for the Spanish Super Cup. Madrid 
will then visit Mallorca on Sunday.

Using part of the money it generated from the sale 
of future television rights and other assets, Barcelona 
paid Leeds a reported 60 million euros ($65 million) for 
Raphinha and signed him to a contract through 2027. At 
his presentation in August, club president Joan Laporta 
could not help recalling the great Brazilians who have 
played for Barcelona, including Neymar, Ronaldinho, Ri-
valdo and Ronaldo.

“The ‘jogo bonito’ (‘beautiful game’) is back,” Laporta 
declared.

But Raphinha failed to produce the same havoc in defens-
es that Dembélé could with his speed and dribbling. Instead, 
he had trouble in one-on-one situations and was prone to 
losing possession.

Considering the other attacking players Xavi has on his 
squad, including Spain internationals Ferran Torres and 
Ansu Fati, and the lasting fi nancial drag attached to the mon-
ey spent on Raphinha, his signing was beginning to look like 
a questionable expense.

Raphinha gets another ‘chance’
for Barcelona with Dembélé out

Barcelona’s Gavi (left), fi ghts for the ball with Betis’ Aitor Ruibal during a Spanish La Liga soccer match between Real Betis and Barcelona at the Benito Villamarin stadium 
in Seville, Spain. (AP)

Derby against Inter looms

Milan look to stem terrible run
MILAN, Feb 2, (AP): The dispiriting 
jeers turned to encouraging cheers, 
even though the result was still bad for 
AC Milan.

The fans’ quick change in attitude 
wasn’t exactly a surprise, however, 
with a derby against Inter Milan next 
on the Serie A schedule.

Milan has had a terrible start to the 
year, dropping from second-place and 
fi ve points behind leader Napoli to fi fth 
place and 15 behind. Inter, conversely, 
has risen to second place - albeit 13 
points behind Napoli.

Milan’s last match ended up being a 
disastrous 5-2 loss to 16th-place Sassu-
olo, sparking the boos from the crowd. 
The defending champions have now 
conceded 12 goals in their past three 
matches, and they were also eliminated 
from the Italian Cup and lost to Inter in 
the Italian Super Cup.

The heartening display from the fans 
at the end of the match on Sunday was 
followed by a supportive visit from 
the team’s executives on Wednesday. 

Milan president Paolo Scaroni and di-
rector Paolo Maldini - a former Milan 
great - went to the training ground with 
other club directors.

They watched a practice session and 
then had lunch with the players.

“We have great confi dence in you,” 
Scaroni reportedly told the players. 
“We feel such a strong bond with you 
that we want to be on the fi eld with 
you.”

The Sassuolo match was Milan’s 
worst home result since a 6-1 loss to 
Juventus in 1997. It was also the fi rst 
time Milan has conceded four goals in 
back-to-back Serie A matches.

“We’ve hit a rough patch both men-
tally and tactically so I’ll have to work 
even more on the mindset of my play-
ers to understand what they need to get 
over this diffi cult period and also try to 
understand the tactical issues in order 
to fi nd the right remedy,” Milan coach 
Stefano Pioli said.

‘It’s the right time’

World Cup winner Varane 
retires from France team
PARIS, Feb 2, (AP): France de-
fender Raphaël Varane announced 
his retirement from the national 
team on Thursday, the second ma-
jor player to leave Les Bleus fol-
lowing the World Cup fi nal defeat 
to Argentina.

The 29-year-old Varane made 
his debut 10 years ago and played 
93 times. He was arguably the tour-
nament’s standout defender when 
France won the 2018 World Cup in 
Russia. 

But he fell 
to the ground 
e x h a u s t e d 
deep into extra 
time against 
A r g e n t i n a 
in Qatar last 
D e c e m b e r . 
France lost the 
fi nal on pen-
alty kicks after 
a 3-3 draw. 

“ R e p r e -
senting our magnifi cent country 
for a decade has been one of the 
greatest honors in my life. Every 
time I wore the blue jersey I felt an 
immense pride,” Varane wrote on 
his Instagram page. “The duty of 
giving everything, of playing with 
my heart and of winning every 
time I stepped onto the fi eld. I’ve 
been thinking about this for a few 
months and I’ve decided it’s the 
right time for me to take my inter-
national retirement.”

Varane, who plays in the Eng-
lish Premier League for Manches-
ter United, was fi ve years old when 
France won its fi rst World Cup in 
1998.

The sight of Zinedine Zidane 
scoring twice against Brazil, and 
France celebrating a 3-0 win, 
sparked his desire for the game.

“As a child I remember watching 
France ’98, this team, these players 
who fi lled me with indescribable 
emotions. It was a dream to emu-
late our heroes and, 20 years later, 
I experienced one of the greatest 
moments of my life,” Varane add-

ed. “I will never forget this.”
Last month, goalkeeper and cap-

tain Hugo Lloris quit the national 
team after a record 145 appear-
ances.

France coach Didier Deschamps 
must rebuild the team without 
two of his most consistent players 
heading toward next year’s Euro-
pean Championship.

Deschamps said Varane warned 
him this week. 

“He’s an intelligent lad, who 
knows how to take the time to 
think, to weigh up the pros and 
cons before making a decision,” 
Deschamps said. “Now that our 
paths are going separate ways, I 
would like to pay tribute to his 
honesty and his unrelenting com-
mitment to the blue jersey. Raphaël 
played a central part on and off the 
fi eld in the past decade.”

Along with Lloris and forward 
Antoine Griezmann, he was the 
player the coach always relied on.

Deschamps, a former midfi elder 
who captained France when it won 
the 1998 World Cup, said he reluc-
tantly accepted Varane’s decision.

“I experienced a little bit of 
a similar situation to his,” Des-
champs said. “I understand his 
point of view and respect his de-
cision, even though it might seem 
a bit of a pity given all that he’s 
achieved with the national team.”

An elegant ball-playing defend-
er, Varane stood out with his slick 
passing and his excellent positional 
play. His great anticipation and 
turn of speed allowed him to make 
crucial interceptions look easy.

A strong man-marker despite his 
slight build, Varane was also good 
in the air. One of his fi ve goals for 
Les Bleus was a fi rm header in the 
quarterfi nal win against Uruguay at 
the 2018 World Cup.

Deschamps praised Varane 
as one of the fi nest players he’s 
coached. “Obviously, I can’t turn 
this page without feeling a certain 
emotion, given the connection 
we’ve built since 2012. 

Interim West Indies  
coach stays positive
BULAWAYO, Zimbabwe, Feb 2, (AP): 
New interim West Indies coach Andre 
Coley feels there are enough recent 
positives to draw on despite the team’s 
humbling fi rst-round exit at last year’s 
Twenty20 World Cup in Australia.

That was followed by a 2-0 test se-
ries loss against Australia that included 
a 419-run drubbing in the second test.

Before those setbacks, West Indies 
won at home against England and Bang-
ladesh and Coley is focused more on 
that ahead of a two-test series in Zimba-
bwe starting on Saturday.

“Australia is now in the past,” Coley 
said in Bulawayo. “As a team, there 
have been many positive results over 
the past 18 months and we want to focus 
on achieving much of the same in the 
year to come. 

“We are looking forward to playing 
a brand of cricket that will position us 
to achieve this outcome.” West Indies 
will be expected to deliver a series win 
in Zimbabwe, with the hosts gearing up 
for their fi rst test in 18 months.

While West Indies wants to win 
again, Zimbabwe has achieved its fi rst 
objective of just playing test cricket 
again after that long gap. Getting match-
es and series is a regular challenge for 
the southern Africans.

Inter Milan’s Denzel Dumfries fi ghts for the ball with Atalanta’s Joakim Mae-
hle (right), during the Italian Cup quarterfi nal soccer match between Inter 

Milan and Atalanta at the San Siro stadium, in Milan, Italy. (AP)

João Cancelo gives 
Bayern new energy
DUESSELDORF, Germany, Feb 2, (AP): João Cancelo 
might have been the missing piece in Bayern Munich’s puz-
zle.

The Portuguese fullback, for so long a key player at Man-
chester City, looked a perfect fi t on his Bayern debut, need-
ing only 17 minutes to set up the opening goal in a 4-0 win 
over Mainz in the German Cup on Wednesday.

The game gave an indication of Cancelo’s greatest asset 
for Bayern - his versatility - and why the German champi-
ons could make his loan deal permanent for 70 million euros 
($77 million).

Cancelo played on the right of midfi eld, not the left back 
position he usually occupied for Pep Guardiola at City, and 
Bayern coach Julian Nagelsmann played with a back three 
like his old Leipzig team did, not Bayern’s usual back four. 
Nagelsmann explained the idea was to exert more pressure 
through the center of midfi eld against a defensive-minded 
opponent. It worked as Bayern picked up its fi rst win of 2023 
following three 1-1 draws in the Bundesliga.

That doesn’t mean Cancelo won’t play his more familiar 
left back role, too. The formation switch Wednesday was 
more of a variation than a fundamental change in how Bay-
ern plays. The absence of Lucas Hernández with a severe 
knee injury picked up during France’s World Cup campaign 
left Bayern short of cover on the left and relying on the re-
cently injury-prone Alphonso Davies.

In the longer term, and especially if Bayern activates Can-
celo’s buy option, he might end up at right back, the position 
he generally plays for the Portuguese national team. 

SOCCER
Top and above some 
photos from Fifth Arab 
Clubs Karate Champion-

ship.

Moore, Mariners agree 
to nearly $8.9 mln deal
SEATTLE, Feb 2, (AP): Dylan Moore and the Seat-
tle Mariners have agreed to a three-year contract worth 
$8,875,000, avoiding a salary arbitration hearing, two 
people familiar with the deal told The Associated Press.

The people spoke on condition of anonymity Wednes-
day night because the agreement, fi rst reported by ESPN, 
had not been announced.

Moore had asked for a raise from $1.35 million to $2.25 
million, and the Mariners had offered $1.9 million when 
proposed arbitration fi gures were exchanged on Jan. 13.

The 30-year-old utilityman would have been eligible 
for free agency after the 2024 World Series, but the new 
agreement pushes that back a year.

Moore played every position except pitcher and catch-
er last year, including 39 games in right fi eld, seven in 
center, 18 in left, two at third base, 26 at shortstop, 12 at 
second, eight at fi rst and three at designated hitter.

He is expected to play more second base this season, 
sharing time with Kolten Wong, and also is likely to spell 
J.P. Crawford at shortstop. 

Moore was selected by Texas in the seventh round of 
the 2015 amateur draft, traded to Atlanta a year later and 
then released by the Braves in March 2018. He signed 
with Milwaukee, was released at the end of the season 
and then signed with Seattle that November.

Moore made his big league debut in March 2019 when 
Seattle played Oakland in Tokyo.

He hit .224 with six homers and 24 RBIs last year, down 
from 12 homers, 43 RBIs and a .181 batting average in 
2021. Moore is a .208 career hitter with 35 homers and 
112 RBIs. Seattle defeated Diego Castillo on Wednesday 
in the fi rst salary arbitration decision this year, and the 
relief pitcher will get a raise to $2.95 million rather than 
his request of $3,225,000. 

are very proud of the great 
cooperation from the Arab 
Federation Karate and the 
participating Arab clubs, 
which helped us a lot in   
making the championship 
a success.”

For his part, the Direc-
tor of the UAE Arab Kara-
te Federation, Mohammed 
Al Balushi, emphasized 
the good organization 
of the fi fth edition of the 
Arab Championship, add-
ing that the participating 
teams were divided into 
two groups, with the fi rst 
and second of each group 
qualifying for the semi-fi -
nals, as well as the case for 

individual competitions, 
and we witnessed strong 
competitions today. The 
fi rst for the tournament, 
and we hope that the par-
ticipants will perform bet-
ter in the fi nal rounds.

A member of the Com-
petitions Committee of 
the Arab Karate Federa-
tion of Saudi Arabia, Ad-
nan Hamza, confi rmed 
that the Arab Champi-
onship is the strongest 
and best from a technical 
point of view. and inter-
national championships.

the head of the Referees 
Committee in the Arab 
Federation, Dr. Imad Al-
Sarssi, indicated that the 
number of referees par-
ticipating in the manage-
ment of the championship 
matches reached 36 Arab 
and foreign referees, and 
he said: “We thank the 
Kuwait Karate Federation 
and the Board of Direc-
tors of the Yarmouk Club, 
and the Kuwaiti Referees 
Committee headed by 
Mansour Al-Sultan for the 
kind invitation. And the 
wonderful organization 
of the tournament, and a 
meeting was held for the 
participating referees be-
fore the start of the com-
petitions, during which a 
simplifi ed explanation of 
the law of the game was 
given, and the most impor-
tant amendments that were 
made to the law of “kata” 
and “kumite” were high-
lighted in the new laws.

SOCCER

Varane

KARATE

BASEBALL
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GAINESVILLE, Fla., Feb 2, (AP): Colin 
Castleton had 20 points and nine rebounds, 
Kyle Lofton added 14 points and Florida 
used a 13-0 run late in the second half to 
upend No. 2 Tennessee 67-54 on Wednes-
day night.

The Volunteers (18-4, 7-2 Southeastern 
Conference), playing with their highest 
ranking in four years, lost for the fi rst time 
in fi ve games. They had won nine of 10.

Tennessee led by six points in the second 
half before the Gators (13-9, 6-3) stormed 
back behind Castleton. He scored 11 of 14 
points as Florida rallied.

Zakai Ziegler led the Vols with 15 points 
on 6-of-19 shooting.

Purdue 80, Penn State 60
In West Lafayette, Mason Gillis broke 

the Mackey Arena record by making nine 
3-pointers and fi nished with a career-high 
29 points as Purdue beat Penn State.

Gillis went 10 of 14 from the fi eld and 
9 of 12 from beyond the arc. Zach Edey 
added his 18th double-double of the season 
with 18 points and 13 rebounds.

The Big Ten-leading Boilermakers (22-
1, 11-1) have won nine straight overall, six 
straight in the series and are the only Power 
Five team with fewer than two losses this 
season.

Seth Lundy had 18 points to lead the Nit-
tany Lions (14-8, 5-6).

Marquette 73, Villanova 64
In Milwaukee, Tyler Kolek scored 20 

points and Marquette rallied down the 
stretch to beat Villanova and maintain a 
share of the Big East lead.

Kam Jones added 18 points for Mar-
quette (18-5, 10-2), which has won four 
straight games and nine of 10.

Eric Dixon and Caleb Daniels scored 
14 each for Villanova (10-12, 4-7), which 
committed a season-high 19 turnovers. 
Brendan Hausen added 12 points.

In a game neither team led by more than 
six until the fi nal minute, Kolek put Mar-
quette ahead for good at 63-62 by sinking 
two free throws with 4:32 remaining, start-
ing a 10-0 spurt.

Xavier 85, Providence 83, OT
In Cincinnati, Jack Nunge had 23 points 

and 14 rebounds as Xavier held off Provi-
dence in overtime.

Colby Jones and Souley Boum each 
scored 20 for the Musketeers, who won a 

fi rst-place showdown in the Big East with-
out injured forward Zach Freemantle.

Noah Locke had 22 points and Ed 
Croswell added 21 for Providence (17-
6, 9-3), which had beaten Xavier three 
straight times.

A layup by Boum put the Musketeers 
(18-5, 10-2) ahead 82-79 with 51 seconds 
remaining in overtime. A layup by Devin 
Carter cut Xavier’s lead to one with 24 sec-
onds left. Boum hit one of two free throws, 
and Jared Bynum’s 3-point attempt from 
the left corner rimmed out at the buzzer.

Auburn 94, Georgia 73
In Auburn, Johni Broome scored 19 

points and matched a career high with 18 
rebounds, Allen Flanigan scored a season-
high 22 points, and Auburn beat Georgia.

Wendell Green Jr. added 18 points and 
six assists and made two 3-pointers during 
a 17-0 fi rst-half run for the Tigers (17-5, 
7-2 Southeastern Conference).

Broome secured his seventh double-
double of the season with 2:54 remaining 
in the fi rst half, then added six points and 
six rebounds in the second half.

Mardrez McBride led the Bulldogs (14-
8, 4-5) with 20 points.

Purdue routs Penn State

Florida rallies past TennesseeZacha scores twice as Bruins
top Maple Leafs to snap skid

Hurricanes win streak hits 7

”(Zacha’s) a little bit of a glue guy that 
has to do a lot of the dirty work, so to speak, 
drive the middle lane, be the fi rst guy on the 
forecheck, fi rst guy in the back check.”

 John Tavares celebrated his 1,000th 
game in the NHL on Sunday with two as-
sists in Toronto’s 5-1 win over the Wash-
ington Capitals. Timothy Liljegren decided 
to have a little fun at his captain’s expense 
after the game, awarding the team’s MVP 
belt to Mark Giordano instead of Tavares. 
Giordano said on Wednesday he had in-
tended to give a long speech to really rub 
salt in Tavares’ wound but when he looked 
around the room he knew he had to give the 
belt to its proper recipient.

“The joke got a few guys and they were 
already pretty upset that we didn’t give it to 
John so I had to turn it over pretty quick,” 
laughed Giordano.

Hurricanes 5, Sabres  1
In Buffalo, Stefan Noesen had a goal and 

an assist to help lead the Carolina Hurri-
canes to a 5-1 win over the Buffalo Sabres.

Sebastian Aho, Brent Burns, Derek 
Stepan and Jordan Martinook also scored for 
the Hurricanes, who have won seven games 
in a row. Antti Raanta made 29 saves. 

Alex Tuch scored the lone goal for Buf-
falo. Ukko-Pekka Luukkonen made 29 
saves.

“We’ve played pretty consistently,” Car-
olina coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “Our 
guys work really hard and that’s the cor-
nerstone of our group, contributions up and 
down the lineup.”

The Hurricanes completely dominated the 
Sabres out of the gates, taking control of the 
game and jumping out to an early 3-0 lead.

“It felt like that was huge for us,” Aho 
said. “It was almost the game right there.”

Aho opened the scoring on the power 
play 2:35 into the game, fi nishing a pass 
through the crease from Teuvo Teravainen 
for a tap-in. Aho extended his hot streak and 
has goals in six consecutive games.

TORONTO, Feb 2, (AP): The 
Toronto Maple Leafs feel like 
they can keep up with the 
NHL-leading Boston Bruins. 
They just need to do it for 
three consecutive periods.

Pavel Zacha scored twice in the third 
as Boston surged past the Maple Leafs 
5-2 on Wednesday. After a scoreless 
fi rst period, Toronto trailed 2-1 at the 
second intermission before the Bruins 
blew the game open.

“I thought we were with them nearly the 
whole way,” said Leafs forward Mitchell 
Marner, who had a power-play goal in the 
second. “Just in the third, I don’t know if 
I’d call it cheating but we were pushing 
hard and gave up a couple of odd-man 
chances and it cost us.”

Derek Forbort and Brandon Carlo both 
had goals in the second period as Boston 
snapped a three-game winless skid. A.J. 
Greer also scored in the fi nal period and Li-
nus Ullmark made 33 saves.

Of the four Bruins scorers, only Zacha 
has double digits in goals this season, with 
his two on Wednesday lifting him to 11. 
Carlo said it’s important for Boston to count 
on its depth players for offense, too.

“We all want to contribute in that aspect 
when we can,” said Carlo, who has two 
goals on the season. “It’s great when you do 
get the result from it. I think it gives the rest 
of the guys a boost as well.

“We want to be a great support system 
to the guys who are scoring all the time and 
occasionally do our part, too.”

Marner scored on the power play, his 
19th goal of the season, for Toronto. Calle 
Jarnkrok had a goal in the third to keep the 
Maple Leafs in the game. Ilya Samsonov 
stopped 24 shots in his eighth consecutive 
game in net for Toronto. 

Forbort snapped home a short-handed 
goal 6:57 into the second. 

Marner replied on the power play 2:28 
later. After a long leading pass off the 
boards from Samsonov, Marner skated 
through the left faceoff circle and snapped a 
shot past Ullmark to tie it at 1.

Carlo reestablished Boston’s one-goal 
lead a little over three minutes later, taking 
a pass from Hampus Lindholm and defl ect-
ing it past Samsonov from a wide angle.

Zacha’s second goal of the night came at 
12:19 of the third. Standing just a few feet 
from Samsonov’s crease, he dropped to a 
knee to one-time a pass from David Krejci 
into the net.

“I think that line is very dynamic,” said 
Bruins coach Jim Montgomery. “It’s one of 
the most creative lines in the league.

Carolina Hurricanes center Sebastian Aho (20) skates with the puck while pressured by Buffalo Sabres right wing Jack Quinn (22) during the fi rst 
period of an NHL hockey game in Buffalo, N.Y. (AP)

BASKETBALL

ICE HOCKEY

Sacramento Kings’ Malik Monk (0) 
goes to the basket against San Antonio 
Spurs’ Isaiah Roby (right), during the 
fi rst half of an NBA basketball game in 

San Antonio. (AP)

Toronto Maple Leafs’ David Kampf (64) 
and Boston Bruins’ Brandon Carlo (25) 
battle in front of goaltender Linus Ul-
lmark (35) during the fi rst period of an 

NHL hockey game in Toronto. (AP)

NHL Results/Standings

WASHINGTON, Feb 2, (AP): Results and 
standings from the NHL games on Wednes-
day.
Carolina 5 Buffalo 1
Boston 5 Toronto 2

Eastern Conference
East Division

 P W L OT Pts GF GA
Boston 51 39 7 5 83 192 111
Toronto 52 31 13 8 70 175 141
Tampa Bay 48 32 15 1 65 175 141
Buffalo 50 26 20 4 56 186 170
Florida 52 24 22 6 54 178 183
Ottawa 50 24 23 3 51 151 159
Detroit 48 21 19 8 50 145 160
Montreal 51 20 27 4 44 134 189

Central Division
 P W L OT Pts GF GA
Carolina 51 34 9 8 76 173 136
New Jersey 49 32 13 4 68 171 131
NY Rangers 49 27 14 8 62 157 129
Washington 53 27 20 6 60 166 152
Pittsburgh 49 24 16 9 57 161 153
NY Islanders 52 25 22 5 55 148 144
Philadelphia 51 21 21 9 51 142 162
Columbus 51 15 32 4 34 131 198

Western Conference
West Division

 P W L OT Pts GF GA
Dallas 51 28 13 10 66 173 133
Winnipeg 52 32 19 1 65 167 137
Minnesota 48 27 17 4 58 151 138
Colorado 48 27 18 3 57 151 133
Nashville 48 24 18 6 54 137 141
St Louis 51 23 25 3 49 156 185
Arizona 50 16 28 6 38 131 177
Chicago 48 15 29 4 34 118 176

North Division
 P W L OT Pts GF GA
Seattle 49 29 15 5 63 177 151
Los Angeles 53 28 18 7 63 173 183
Vegas 51 29 18 4 62 160 148
Edmonton 50 28 18 4 60 187 163
Calgary 50 24 17 9 57 160 153
Vancouver 49 20 26 3 43 166 196
San Jose 51 15 25 11 41 157 196
Anaheim 50 16 29 5 37 125 205



THE FIRST ENGLISH LANGUAGE DAILY IN FREE KUWAIT Published by: Arab Times Publishing House

Editor-in-Chief
AHMED AL JARALLAH

Editorial Office:
Airport Road, Shuwaikh
P.O. Box 2270, 13023 Safat, Kuwait

Telephone: 24813566 & 24849144
Fax: 24818267
E-mail: arabtimes@arabtimesonline.com

Advertising: Tel: 24813805
Fax: 24845708
E-mail: advt@arabtimesonline.com

Annual Subscriptions:
Individuals KD 45/- Companies and Offi cial
Departments KD 75 Airmail charges extra for 
overseas

Tel: 24849144
Fax: 24839487

Latest sports scores at — http://sports.arabtimesonline.com

ARAB TIMES, FRIDAY-SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 3-4, 2023 16

Sports
In this Nov. 18, 2018 fi le photo, former Wash-
ington Redskins general manager Bobby 
Beathard poses with his Hall of Fame trophy 
during halftime of an NFL football game be-
tween the Houston Texans and the Washing-
ton Redskins in Landover, Md. The four-time 
Super Bowl winning executive has died. He 
was 86. A spokesperson for the Washington 
Commanders said Beathard’s family told the 
team he died earlier this week at his home in 
Franklin, Tennessee. (AP)

Philadelphia 76ers’ Tobias Harris (right), tries to get past Orlando Magic’s 
Franz Wagner during the fi rst half of an NBA basketball game in Philadel-

phia. (AP)

The referees of the Fifth Arab Clubs Karate Championship pose for a group photo.The tournament which started on Thursday will end today. — See Page 14

NBA-leading Celtics dominate Nets
Timberwolves rally past Warriors

BOSTON, Feb 2, (AP): Jay-
son Tatum scored 31 points 
and had nine rebounds and 
the Boston Celtics rolled to 
a 139-96 win over the short-
handed Brooklyn Nets on 
Wednesday night. 

Jaylen Brown added 26 points 
as both of Boston’s stars knocked 
down seven 3-pointers in a game 
the Celtics never trailed and led 
by as many as 49 points. Boston 
dominated on both ends of the 
fl oor, shooting 60% through three 
quarters on the way to its largest 
victory of the season. 

“You can tell we were ready to go 
from the jump,” Tatum said. 

It marked the eighth time this season 
Tatum and Brown have each scored at 
least 25 points in the same game.

Robert Williams fi nished with 16 
points and nine rebounds in his return 
from a sprained ankle. Derrick White 
added 14 points and 10 rebounds. 

“They’re hungry,” Williams said of 
Tatum and Brown. “They’re still (up-
set) about last year.”

The NBA-leading Celtics have won 
all three meetings with the Nets this 
season. 

Tatum began the night second in the 
NBA while averaging 37.5 minutes 
per game. He played just over 29 on 
Wednesday and was able to sit most 
of the fourth quarter. Coach Joe Maz-
zulla said it was nice to get him some 
rest, but isn’t concerned about the load 
he has carried so far.

Tatum credits team trainer Nick 
Sang and the conversations they had 
since last season for helping him 
maintain his body this season.

“I feel great,” Tatum said. “My 
body feels so much better at this time 
than it did last season.”

Kyrie Irving scored 20 points and 
Cam Thomas added 19 for Brooklyn, 
which struggled throughout while 
shooting 41%, including 9 of 39 be-
yond the arc. The Nets dropped to 4-7 
since Kevin Durant sprained his right 
knee on Jan. 8. 

“It’s clear as day that they want to 
win the championship, and they’re not 
wasting any time in the regular sea-
son,” Irving said. “Tonight I felt like 
we were just one of those teams in the 
way, and you know, we just can’t be 
one of those teams in the way. We’ve 
got to be one of those teams that stands 
up to them.” 

Brooklyn had managed to keep pace 
with Boston in the standings without 
Durant and through recent injuries to 
Ben Simmons (left knee soreness) and 
T.J. Warren (left shin contusion), who 
both sat for the third straight game. 

The Celtics had their entire rotation 
available except for Marcus Smart, 
sidelined for the fi fth straight game 
as he recovers from his sprained right 
ankle. Boston took advantage, racing 
to a 33-7 advantage as the Nets started 
just 2 of 14 from the fi eld. 

Irving missed four of his fi rst fi ve 
shots as Boston’s crowd booed when-
ever he touched the basketball, mirror-
ing the treatment he received during 
his most recent visits to TD Garden. 

Tatum fi nished the quarter with 18 
points, single-handedly outscoring the 

Nets as Boston took a 46-16 edge into 
the second quarter. The 30-point, fi rst-
quarter lead marked the fi rst time in 
franchise history Boston outscored its 
opponent by 30 in the opening period.

The Celtics led 79-45 at halftime. 
“This was a night where they hit 

fi rst, they hit hard and it hurt,” Nets 
coach Jacque Vaughn said.

76ers 105, Magic 94
In Philadelphia, Joel Embiid had 28 

points and 11 rebounds, James Harden 
added 26 points and 10 assists and 
Philadelphia beat Orlando.

The Sixers split the home-and-
home set this week with Orlando. The 
Magic stormed back from a 21-point, 
fi rst-quarter defi cit to beat the 76ers 
119-109 on Monday night. That loss 
ended the 76ers’ seven-game winning 
streak.

Embiid, the NBA scoring leader, 
made all 10 of his free throws and was 
9-of-17 shooting overall.

Markelle Fultz led Orlando with 18 
points.
Timberwolves 119, Warriors 114, 

OT
In Minneapolis, D’Angelo Russell 

scored 14 of his 29 points in the fourth 
quarter, Anthony Edwards took over 
in overtime after Russell fouled out 
and Minnesota outlasted Golden State.

After a scoreless fourth quarter, 
Edwards was aggressive in overtime, 
driving to the basket and scoring in 
traffi c on multiple possessions. Ed-
wards helped the Timberwolves - who 
trailed by 11 after three - complete the 
comeback. He scored just four of his 
27 points in overtime but was the cata-
lyst in the extra session.

Stephen Curry had 29 points and 
10 rebounds for Golden State. Jordan 
Poole added 18 points, and Draymond 
Green had 10 points and 12 rebounds. 
The Warriors had won three in a row.

Trail Blazers 122, Grizzlies 112
In Memphis, Damian Lillard had 

42 points and 10 assists, Anfernee 
Simons added 26 points and Portland 
Trail rallied to beat Memphis.

Jerami Grant had 18 points in the 
fi rst half, before leaving because of 
concussion symptoms. Portland out-
scored Memphis 38-22 in the fourth 
quarter to win for the fourth time in 
fi ve games.

Ja Morant had 32 points, 12 assists 
and nine rebounds for Memphis.

Hawks 132, Suns 100
In Phoenix, Dejounte Murray 

scored 21 points, Trae Young added 

20 and Atlanta rolled past Phoenix.
The Hawks never trailed, jumping 

to a 9-4 lead with three 3-pointers. 
Atlanta never let up, pushing to a 102-
67 advantage by the end of the third 
quarter and leading by 43 points in the 
fourth.

Phoenix - with star guard Devin 
Booker close to returning from a groin 
injury - lost for just the second time in 
eight games. 

Mikal Bridges led the Suns with 23 
points.

Jazz 131, Raptors 128
In Salt Lake City, Lauri Markkanen 

had 28 points and 13 rebounds and 
Mike Conley added a three-point play 
and two clutch free throws in the clos-
ing minutes to lift Utah past Toronto.

Jordan Clarkson scored 23 points, 
and Conley had 19 points and eight 
assists.

Toronto’s Fred VanVleet had his 
second career triple-double with 34 
points, 10 assists and a career-best 12 
rebounds.

Kings 119, Spurs 109
In San Antonio, Domantas Sabonis 

scored a season-high 34 points and had 
11 rebounds and Sacramento handed 
San Antonio its seventh straight loss.

De’Aaron Fox added 31 points for 
Sacramento. The Kings have won two 
straight and nine of 12.

Rookie Malaki Branham had a sea-
son-high 22 points for San Antonio. 
The Spurs have lost 12 of 12.

Rockets 112, Thunder 106
In Houston, Eric Gordon had a sea-

son-high 25 points and rookie Tari Ea-
son added career-high 20 and matched 
his career high with 13 rebounds to 

help Houston beat Oklahoma City.
The Rockets (13-38), who have the 

worst record in the Western Confer-
ence, have won three of their last fi ve 
games after dropping 18 of the previ-
ous 19.

Shai Gilgeous-Alexander had 24 
points for Oklahoma City.

BASKETBALL

Houston Rockets forward Jae’Sean 
Tate (8) shoots as Oklahoma City 
Thunder forward Darius Bazley 
(left), defends during the fi rst half 
of an NBA basketball game in Hou-

ston. (AP)

NBA Results/Standings

WASHINGTON, Feb 2, (AP): Results 
and standings from the NBA games on 
Wednesday.
Philadelphia 105 Orlando 94
Portland 122 Memphis 112
Boston 139 Brooklyn 96
Sacramento 119 San Antonio 109
Houston 112 Oklahoma City 106
Minnesota 119 Golden State OT 114
Utah 131 Toronto 128
Atlanta 132 Phoenix 100

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

 W L Pct GB
Boston 37 15 .712 —
Philadelphia 33 17 .660 3
Brooklyn 31 20 .608 5-1/2
New York 27 25 .519 10
Toronto 23 30 .434 14-1/2

Southeast Division
 W L Pct GB
Miami 29 23 .558 —
Atlanta 26 26 .500 3
Washington 24 26 .480 4
Orlando 20 32 .385 9
Charlotte 15 37 .288 14

Central Division
 W L Pct GB
Milwaukee 34 17 .667 —
Cleveland 31 22 .585 4
Indiana 24 28 .462 10-1/2
Chicago 23 27 .460 10-1/2
Detroit 13 39 .250 21-1/2

Western Conference
Southwest Division

 W L Pct GB
Memphis 32 19 .627 —
Dallas 27 25 .519 5-1/2
New Orleans 26 26 .500 6-1/2
San Antonio 14 38 .269 18-1/2
Houston 13 38 .255 19

Northwest Division
 W L Pct GB
Denver 35 16 .686 —
Minnesota 28 26 .519 8-1/2
Utah 27 26 .509 9
Portland 25 26 .490 10
Oklahoma City 24 27 .471 11

Pacifi c Division
 W L Pct GB
Sacramento 29 21 .580 —
LA Clippers 29 25 .537 2
Golden State 26 25 .510 3-1/2
Phoenix 27 26 .509 3-1/2
LA Lakers 24 28 .462 6

Spurs play Man City

Tottenham’s Kane has ‘records’ 
in sight, but trophies elude him
MANCHESTER, England, Feb 2, 
(AP): Harry Kane will become Tot-
tenham’s all-time leading scorer 
with a goal against Manchester City 
on Sunday.

The striker’s wait for a major tro-
phy, however, will go on.

Kane is set to surpass the late 
Jimmy Greaves’ club record of 266 
goals, which has stood for 53 years. 
He is also tied with Wayne Rooney 
with 53 goals for England’s national 
team and has a chance to eclipse that 
record total before the season ends.

Alan Shearer’s benchmark of 260 
Premier League goals remains the 
long-term target, with Kane cur-
rently at 199.

While those statistics confi rm 
Kane’s status as one of the fi nest for-
wards in soccer history, at 29 years 
old his career is in danger of being 

left unfulfi lled in terms of trophies.
It could have all been so differ-

ent if Pep Guardiola got his way 
in 2021 when Kane was the City 
manager’s leading transfer target. 
Had that move gone through, Kane 
might already have ended his wait 
for silverware - and be much closer 
to Shearer’s record.

Instead, it is Erling Haaland now 
knocking in the goals for City and 
on course to break Premier League 
scoring records this season.

The Norway international has 
thrived from the service of Kevin De 
Bruyne, scoring 25 league goals al-
ready - two more than last season’s 
co-Golden Boot winners, Mo Salah 
and Son Heung-Min, managed in the 
entire campaign. In total, Haaland 
has 31 goals in only 26 appearances 
for City.

While Kane cannot match that 
daunting strike rate, he has been as 
consistent as ever, with 16 goals in 
the league and 18 overall in a Totten-
ham team that is nine points below 
City and uncertain of qualifying for 
the Champions League next season.

Some believe that Kane would 
have been more suited to Guardio-
la’s tactics than Haaland because of 
his ability to drop deep and link the 
midfi eld with the attack.

City’s system has become more 
direct with Haaland up front and, at 
times, more predictable as a result.

Even with the numbers being pro-
duced by the 22-year-old Haaland, 
the reigning champions trail Arsenal 
by fi ve points at the top of the stand-
ings, having played a game more. It 
could be eight points by time City 
kicks off at Tottenham, with Arsenal 
playing Everton on Saturday.

Kane is focused on putting him-
self in a position to win the biggest 
team prizes, rather than just individ-
ual honors. And that may well have 
to be at a club other than Tottenham.

His name did not feature highly 
during the January transfer window, 
but it could be a different story at 

the end of the season when he will 
have one year left on his contract. 
Manchester United is looking for 
a replacement for Cristiano Ron-
aldo and has long-been linked with 
Kane.

That move is one of the few real-
istic options if Kane does leave Tot-
tenham, given the Premier League’s 
greater spending power in compari-
son to Europe’s other big leagues.

Tottenham’s reported price of 
about $123 million for Kane would 
also be an obstacle to all but the rich-
est clubs.

Kane’s age is another factor. He 
will be 30 by the start of next season.

And while recent years have 
proved there is a market for forwards 
in their 30s, Kane’s price tag could 
be prohibitive. At the same age, 
Sadio Mane joined Bayern Munich 
from Liverpool for $43 million last 
year. And Barcelona signed Robert 
Lewandowski from Bayern for $52 
million when he was about to turn 
34.

Kane has suggested in the past that 
he would rather stay in England and 
the Premier League might be the best 
chance of Tottenham demanding 
maximum money, even if it means 
selling to a direct rival.

Chelsea and Newcastle are the 
other teams likely to try to strengthen 
their attack at the end of the season.

If he did go overseas, Paris Saint-
Germain may need to replace Kylian 
Mbappe if Real Madrid renews its 
interest in the France striker. Alter-
natively, Madrid might see Kane as 
competition for Karim Benzema, 
who is 35.

As one of the few players capable 
of enhancing just about any team 
in the world, a case could be made 
for Kane at the majority of Europe’s 
leading clubs. For now, Tottenham 
still has the benefi t of his rare goal-
scoring talents and is hoping he can 
lead the team to a top-four fi nish.

Guardiola, meanwhile, will hope 
Kane doesn’t infl ict another blow to 
City’s title ambitions on Sunday.

SOCCER

In this Monday, Jan. 23, 2023 fi le 
photo,Tottenham’s Harry Kane 
jumps for a header with Fulham’s 
Issa Diop (rear), during the Eng-
lish Premier League soccer match 
between Fulham and Tottenham 
Hotspur at the Craven Cottage Sta-

dium in London. (AP)

Commanders talk 
to 49ers’ Anthony
WASHINGTON, Feb 2, (AP): 
The Washington Commanders 
are interviewing Anthony Lynn 
for their offensive coordinator 
vacancy.

The team confi rmed the inter-
view Wednesday. Lynn, the San 
Francisco 49ers assistant head 
coach/running backs coach, is the 
sixth candidate the Commanders 
have spoken to about the job.

Coach Ron Rivera interviewed 
Lynn in person in California days 
after the 49ers fl ew home follow-
ing their loss at Philadelphia in 
the NFC championship game. 
Rivera was criticized on social 
media Tuesday by Washington 
radio broadcasters for golfi ng at 
Pebble Beach before hiring an 
offensive coordinator.
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