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Space
‘No EU Mars mission’

3 cosmonauts arrive at
ISS in yellow and blue
NEW YORK, March 19, (AP):
Three Russian cosmonauts arrived
at the International Space Station
(ISS) on Friday wearing yellow
ﬂight suits with blue accents,
colors that appeared to match the
Ukrainian ﬂag. The men were the
ﬁrst new arrivals on the space station since the start of the Russian
war in Ukraine last month.
Russian space corporation Roscosmos cosmonauts Oleg Artemyev, Denis Matveyev and Sergey
Korsakov
blasted off
successfully from
the
Russia-leased
Baikonur
launch facility in Kazakhstan in
their Soyuz
M S - 2 1
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spacecraft
at 8:55 p.m.
Friday (11:55 a.m. EDT). They
smoothly docked at the station
just over three hours later, joining
two Russians, four Americans and
a German on the orbiting outpost.
Video of Artemyev taken as
the spacecraft prepared to dock
with the space station showed
him wearing a blue ﬂight suit. It
was unclear what, if any, message
the yellow uniforms they changed
into were intended to send.
When the cosmonauts were
able to talk to family back on
Earth, Artemyev was asked about
the suits. He said every crew
chooses their own.

Contracts
“It became our turn to pick a
color. But in fact, we had accumulated a lot of yellow material so
we needed to use it. So that’s why
we had to wear yellow,” he said.
Since the war started, many
people have used the Ukrainian
ﬂag and its colors to show solidarity with the country.
The war has resulted in canceled spacecraft launches and
broken contracts. Roscosmos
chief Dmitry Rogozin has warned
that the U.S. would have to use
“broomsticks” to ﬂy into space
after Russia said it would stop

supplying rocket engines to U.S.
companies. Many worry, however, that Rogozin is putting decades
of a peaceful off-planet partnership at risk, most notably at the
space station.
NASA Administrator Bill
Nelson played down Rogozin’s
comments, telling The Associated Press: “That’s just Dmitry
Rogozin. He spouts off every now
and then. But at the end of the day,
he’s worked with us.”

Cooperation
“The other people that work in
the Russian civilian space program, they’re professional,” Nelson told the AP on Friday. “They
don’t miss a beat with us, American astronauts and American mission control. Despite all of that, up
in space, we can have a cooperation with our Russian friends, our
colleagues.”
NASA astronaut Mark Vande
Hei - who on Tuesday broke the
US single spaceﬂight record of
340 days - is due to leave the space
station with two Russians aboard
a Soyuz capsule for a touchdown
in Kazakhstan on March 30.
In April, another three NASA
and one Italian astronaut are set to
blast off for the space station.
Meanwhile, NASA Administrator Bill Nelson on Friday
played down recent comments by
the head of Russia’s space agency
that the United States would have
to use broomsticks to ﬂy to space
after Russia said it would stop
supplying rocket engines to US
companies.
“That’s just Dmitry Rogozin.
He spouts off every now and
then. But at the end of the day,
he’s worked with us,” Nelson told
The Associated Press. “The other
people that work in the Russian
civilian space program, they’re
professional. They don’t miss a
beat with us, American astronauts
and American mission control.”
Nelson spoke with The Associated Press hours before three
Russian cosmonauts launched
from Baikonur Cosmodrome in
Kazakhstan to the International
Space Station, the ﬁrst crew
launch since Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine in February.

In this frame grab from video provided by Roscosmos, Russian cosmonauts Sergey Korsakov, Oleg Artemyev and Denis Matveyev are seen during a welcome ceremony after arriving at the International Space Station, Friday, March 18, the ﬁrst new faces in space since the start of Russia’s war in Ukraine.
The crew emerged from the Soyuz capsule wearing yellow ﬂight suits with blue stripes, the colors of the Ukrainian ﬂag. (AP)

Hong Kong’s COVID infections exceed 1mn

China reports 1st COVID deaths since Jan 2021
BEIJING, March 19, (AP): China’s
national health authorities reported
two COVID-19 deaths on Saturday,
the ﬁrst recorded rise in the death toll
since January 2021, as the country battles an omicron-driven surge.
The deaths, both in northeastern Jilin province, bring the country’s coronavirus death toll to 4,638.
China reported 2,157 new COVID-19 cases from community transmission on Saturday, with the majority
in Jilin. The province has instituted a
travel ban, with people needing permission from police to travel across
borders.
China has continued to impose a
successful, if burdensome “zero-COVID” strategy since the initial outbreak
in Wuhan. The strategy focuses on
mass testing and strict lockdowns with
residents banned from leaving their
homes until all new cases are either
found in quarantine or through contact
tracing.
In practice, it meant the country has
seen relatively few infections from
the virus because clusters are tamped
down as quickly as they’re discovered.
The strategy has received popular support and prevented the large numbers
of deaths seen in other countries, many

of which have started to forgo any kind
of social distancing measures.
With China now facing its worst
outbreak since late 2019, ofﬁcials
have vowed to double down on the
zero-tolerance strategy to contain
the current surge. However, China’s
leader Xi Jinping acknowledged for
the ﬁrst time the burden of the measures on Thursday, saying that China
should seek “maximum effect” with
“minimum cost” in controlling the
virus.

Pandemic
China had recorded 4,636 deaths
since the pandemic began in the central city of Wuhan in late 2019. It
revised its death toll once in April
2020, adding in new deaths that were
not initially counted as the pandemic
overwhelmed the city’s hospitals and
other systems.
Mainland China’s COVID-19 data
is counted separately from that in
Hong Kong, which is a special administrative region in China and is facing
a much larger outbreak with a higher
death toll.
Hong Kong’s total coronavirus infections exceeded 1 million and the
number of related deaths topped those

in mainland China, as the city grapples
with a widespread outbreak.
Health ofﬁcials reported 20,079
conﬁrmed infections on Friday, taking
the total since the start of the pandemic
to 1,016,944.
Nearly 97% of those came from
Hong Kong’s current wave, which began in December. Since Feb. 9, nearly
5,200 people have died from the virus.
The total number of deaths in Hong
Kong — 5,401 — have exceeded the
fatalities recorded in mainland China
at 4,636. Mainland authorities have
counted 126,234 conﬁrmed cases, but
unlike most countries, China does not
count asymptomatic cases.
The city of 7.5 million is in the grip
of an omicron surge that has strained
its health care system as hospitals
reached maximum capacity. Cofﬁns
are running out and mortuaries are so
full that bodies have to be temporarily
stored in refrigerated containers.
Most of the deceased were elderly
patients, a majority of whom are not
fully vaccinated.
For most of the pandemic, Hong
Kong was able to stamp out earlier
outbreaks with tough “zero COVID”
restrictions that temporarily shuttered
businesses, limited public gather-

ings and imposed entry curbs such as
lengthy quarantines for arrivals and
ﬂight bans from countries deemed
high-risk.
That changed with the highly transmissible omicron variant. Ofﬁcials
have sought assistance from mainland
China, which has sent experts and
medical resources to help Hong Kong
combat the pandemic.

Also:
WASHINGTON: Drugmaker Moderna
asked the Food and Drug Administration on Thursday to authorize a fourth
shot of its COVID-19 vaccine as a
booster dose for all adults.
The request is broader than rival
pharmaceutical company Pﬁzer’s request earlier this week for the regulator to approve a booster shot for all
seniors.
In a press release, the company said
its request for approval for all adults
was made “to provide ﬂexibility” to
the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention and medical providers to
determine the “appropriate use” of a
second booster dose of the mRNA vaccine, “including for those at higher risk
of COVID-19 due to age or comorbidities.”

