Comedian and actor died of complications from cancer

Obituary

Louie Anderson, comic, Emmy winner for ‘Baskets,’ dies at 68
LOS ANGELES, Jan 22, (AP): Louie Anderson, whose four-decade
career as a comedian and actor included his unlikely, Emmy-winning
performance as mom to twin adult sons in the TV series “Baskets,”
died Friday. He was 68.
Anderson died at a hospital in Las Vegas of complications from cancer, said Glenn Schwartz, his longtime publicist. Anderson had a type
of non-Hodgkin lymphoma, Schwartz said previously.
“‘Baskets’ was such a phenomenal ‘second act’ for Louie Anderson.
I wish he’d gotten a third,” Michael McKean said on Twitter. George
Wallace wrote: “You’ll be missed, Louie. What an awesome friend.
One in a million.” Gilbert Gottfried posted a photo of himself, Anderson and Bob Saget, who died Jan. 9, with the caption: “Both good
friends that will be missed.”
The portly, round-faced Anderson used his girth and a checkered
childhood in Saint Paul, Minnesota, as fodder for his early stand-up
routines.
In a 1987 interview with The Associated Press, Anderson compared
himself to another comedian who mined his childhood for humor.
“Bill Cosby and I had similar goals,” Anderson told AP. “I wanted
parents to be able to bring their children and children to be able to bring
their parents to my concerts. I feel a family that can laugh about family
problems is better off. The difference between Cosby and myself is that
he sees it from an adult perspective and I tell it from a child’s viewpoint.”
He had a life-long battle with weight, but said in 1987 that he’d put
a stop to using his size as stage material.
“I’ve always been big,” he said. “But I don’t do fat jokes anymore.”
In later years, his life as one of 11 children in a family headed by a

troubled father and devoted mother was a deeper source of reﬂection
and inspiration for Anderson, both in his screen work and in his bestselling books.
His latest book, 2018’s “Hey Mom,” was a tribute in letters to the
lessons he learned from her and how-to tips on facing life’s challenges.
He also gave the late Ora Zella Anderson a shout-out for the “Baskets”
role.
“I just started writing with one letter, saying,
’Hey Mom, I’m playing you on TV. I hope you
see it. I hope you’re a part of it...” Anderson told
AP that year.

Family
He won the best supporting actor Emmy in
2016 for his portrayal of Christine Baskets,
mother to twins played by Zach Galiﬁanakis, in
FX’s “Baskets.” Anderson, who received three
consecutive Emmy nods for the role, played it
with restraint and with speciﬁc touches he credAnderson
its to his mom.
“Nuance is what I go for, tiny rather than bigger things. Mom did
things with her eyes or her grimace or her disappointed lips — or her
passive-aggressiveness,” he told the AP in 2015, laughing. “Rolling
eyes were big in our family.”
Anderson, born March 24, 1953, was the 10th child for Ora and William Anderson. His father played trumpet with musical great Hoagy
Carmichael and, Anderson has said, was an alcoholic.

After his father’s death, Anderson learned of how difﬁcult his childhood had been and forgave him, he told People magazine in 2018.
Louie Anderson’s early jobs included counseling troubled children.
He changed course after winning a 1981 Midwest comedy competition,
where he was spotted by veteran comic Henny Youngman, who hosted
the contest, according to Schwartz.
Anderson worked as a writer for Youngman and then gained onstage
experience while crisscrossing the United States. His big break came in
1984 when Johnny Carson, known for showcasing promising comedians on “The Tonight Show,” brought him on to perform.
He was a familiar face elsewhere on TV, including as host of a revival of the game show “Family Feud” from 1999 to 2002, and on
comedy specials and in frequent late-night talk show appearances. He
continued his stand-up appearances, in Las Vegas where he lived and
on the road.
Anderson voiced an animated version of himself as a kid in “Life
With Louie.” He created the Humanitas Prize-winning cartoon series,
which ﬁrst aired in prime time in late 1994 before moving to Saturday morning for its 1995-98 run. Anderson won two Daytime Emmy
Awards for the role.
He made guest appearances in several TV series, including “Scrubs”
and “Touched by an Angel,” and was on the big screen in 1988’s “Coming to America” and in last year’s sequel to the Eddie Murphy comedy.
In a magazine interview, Anderson recounted getting the role after
he spotted Murphy, who he knew from working in comedy clubs, at a
Los Angeles restaurant. Anderson said hello, then made a costly decision that paid off.
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Singer Meat Loaf performs in support of Republican presidential candidate and former Massachusetts Gov. Mitt Romney at the football stadium at Deﬁance High School in Deﬁance, Ohio, Oct. 25, 2012.
Meat Loaf, whose ‘Bat Out Of Hell’ album is one of the all time bestsellers, has died, family said on Facebook, Friday, Jan. 21, 2022. (AP)
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‘An inspiring artist and beautiful man’

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo: The
Missouri State Highway Patrol
alert sent cellphones blaring
statewide: Authorities in Gotham
City, Missouri, were searching
for a purple and green 1978 Dodge
3700GT.
But there is no Gotham City,
Missouri, and the car referenced
was the one used by the Joker in
the 1989 “Batman” movie. Soon
after the evening alert, the patrol
sent another saying to disregard it.
In a brief news release, the
patrol said a routine test of Missouri’s Blue Alert system was inadvertently transmitted statewide.
The system is meant to let the
public know when a police ofﬁcer
is killed or seriously injured in the
line of duty.
“During the test, an option was
incorrectly selected, allowing the
message to be disseminated to the
public,” the news release stated. A
message left with patrol seeking
additional information wasn’t immediately returned. (AP)
❑
❑
❑

RIO DE JANEIRO: Brazilians on
Friday were grieving the loss of
legendary samba singer and force
of nature Elza Soares, a day after
she died in her Rio de Janeiro
home.
Family and friends gathered at
Rio’s Municipal Theater, where
her body was brought for viewing,
before the playhouse opened its
doors to the artist’s fans.
“Elza went on the day she
wanted, the way she wanted,
without suffering. And surrounded
by family,” the singer’s granddaughter, Vanessa Soares, said in
an interview on TV Globo. Soares
was 91.
There was an outpouring of
tributes from artists in Brazil and
abroad, old and young, samba
stars and rappers alike.
Singer Maria Rita called her
“one of our country’s greatest, a
representative of the resistance
and resilience of its people. ... And
now our mission starts: celebrating
her forever!”
American singer Beyoncé also
thanked the artist on her website
for inspiring “so many from Brazil
and around the world,” while
Rio’s Mayor Eduardo Paes declared three days of mourning.
“Woman! Warrior! Elza Lives!”
he wrote on Twitter.
Soares rose to stardom in spite

Meat Loaf, rock superstar, dies at 74
NEW YORK, Jan 22, (AP): Meat Loaf, the heavyweight rock superstar loved by millions for his “Bat
Out of Hell” album and for such theatrical, dark-hearted anthems as “Paradise By the Dashboard Light,”
“Two Out of Three Ain’t Bad,” and “I’d Do Anything
for Love (But I Won’t Do That),” has died. He was 74.
The singer born Marvin Lee Aday died Thursday,
according to a family statement provided by his longtime agent Michael Greene.
“Our hearts are broken to announce that the incomparable Meat Loaf passed away tonight,” the statement said. “We know how much he meant to so many
of you and we truly appreciate all of the love and support as we move through this time of grief in losing
such an inspiring artist and beautiful man... From his
heart to your souls… don’t ever stop rocking!”
No cause or other details were given, but Aday had
numerous health scares over the years.
“Bat Out of Hell,” his mega-selling collaboration
with songwriter Jim Steinman and producer Todd
Rundgren, came out in 1977 and made him one of the
most recognizable performers in rock. Fans fell hard
for the roaring vocals of the long-haired, 250-plus
pound singer and for the comic non-romance of the
title track, “You Took The Words Right Out of My
Mouth,” “Two Out of Three Ain’t Bad” and “Paradise
By the Dashboard Light,” an operatic cautionary tale
about going all the way.
“Paradise” was a duet with Ellen Foley about two
kids “barely 17” and “barely dressed,” featuring playby-play from New York Yankees broadcaster Phil
Rizzuto, who alleged - to much skepticism - that he
was unaware of any alternate meanings to reaching
third base and heading for home. Speaking to The Associated Press on Friday, Foley remembered him as
“larger than life” and noted the role “Paradise” had in
the lives of fans.
After a slow start and mixed reviews, “Bat Out of
Hell” became one of the top-selling albums in history,
with worldwide sales of more than 40 million copies. Meat Loaf wasn’t a consistent hit maker, especially after falling out for years with Steinman. But he

of a difﬁcult upbringing and being
a Black woman in a country where
slavery has left a stark legacy of inequality. She often spoke critically
of the country’s problems, and
overcoming those obstacles contributed to her mythical persona.
Elza Gomes da Conceição
was born in June 1930, in a poor
Rio de Janeiro household in the

Beyonce

maintained close ties with his fans through his manic
live shows, social media and his many television, radio and ﬁlm appearances, including “Fight Club” and
cameos on “Glee” and “South Park.”
Friends and fans mourned his death on social media. Andrew Lloyd Webber tweeted: “The vaults of
heaven will be ringing with rock.” And Adam Lambert called Meat Loaf: “A gentle hearted powerhouse
rock star forever and ever. You were so kind. Your
music will always be iconic.”
Meat Loaf’s biggest musical success after “Bat Out
of Hell” was “Bat Out of Hell II: Back into Hell,” a
1993 reunion with Steinman that sold more than 15
million copies and featured the Grammy-winning
single “I’d Do Anything for Love (But I Won’t Do
That).”
Steinman died in April.

Memories
Aday’s other albums included “Bat Out of Hell
III: The Monster is Loose,” “Hell in a Handbasket”
and “Braver Than We Are.” His more recent songs
included “Dead Ringer for Love” with Cher, who
tweeted that she “had so much fun” on the duet.
He is survived by Deborah Gillespie, his wife since
2007, and by daughters Pearl and Amanda Aday.
A native of Dallas, Aday was the son of a school
teacher who raised him on her own after divorcing
his alcoholic father, a police ofﬁcer. Aday was singing and acting in high school and attended Lubbock
Christian College and what is now the University
of North Texas. Among his more notable childhood
memories: Seeing John F. Kennedy arrive at Love
Field in Dallas on Nov. 22, 1963, then learning the
president had been assassinated and driving to Parkland Hospital and watching a bloodied Jackie Kennedy step out of a car.
He was still a teenager when his mother died and
when he acquired the nickname Meat Loaf, the alleged origins of which range from his weight to a favorite recipe of his mother’s. He left for Los Angeles
after college and was soon fronting the band Meat

Soares

Vila Vintem favela, a workingclass neighborhood then known as
Moca Bonita.
She was forced to marry at 12,
had her ﬁrst child at 13 and by
age 21 was a widow with several
children to feed. She lost two of
them to hunger, Brazilian media
have widely reported. Her most
recent album, released in 2019,

Loaf Soul. For years, he alternated between music and
the stage, recording brieﬂy for Motown, opening for
such acts as the Who and the Grateful Dead and appearing in the Broadway production of “Hair.”
By the mid-1970s, he was playing the lobotomized
biker Eddie in the theater and ﬁlm versions of “The
Rocky Horror Picture Show,” had served as an understudy for his friend John Belushi for the stage production of National Lampoon and had begun working with Steinman on “Bat Out of Hell.” The dense,
pounding production was openly inﬂuenced by Wagner, Phil Spector and Bruce Springsteen, whose bandmates Roy Bittan and Max Weinberg played on the
record. Rundgren initially thought of the album as a
parody of Springsteen’s grandiose style.
Steinman had known Meat Loaf since the singer
appeared in his 1973 musical “More Than You Deserve” and some of the songs on “Bat Out of Hell,” including “All Revved Up With No Place to Go,” were
initially written for a planned stage show based on the
story of Peter Pan. “Bat Out of Hell” took more than
two years to ﬁnd a taker as numerous record executives turned it down, including RCA’s Clive Davis,
who disparaged Steinman’s songs and acknowledged
that he had misjudged the singer: “The songs were
coming over as very theatrical, and Meat Loaf, despite a powerful voice, just didn’t look like a star,”
Davis wrote in his memoir, “The Soundtrack of My
Life.”

Also:
NEW YORK: Weber picked the wrong day to suggest
grilling meatloaf.
The outdoor grill maker apologized on Friday for
sending a recipe-of-the-week email earlier that day
featuring instructions on how to prepare “BBQ Meat
Loaf.”
The email coincided with news of the death of Marvin Lee Aday, best known as rock superstar Meat Loaf.
Not long after sending out its recipe, Weber Grills
followed up, offering its “sincerest apologies” to recipients.

was entitled “Planet Hunger” - a
reference to the place that he
said on a radio show in the 1950s
marked her origin.
She often told the story behind
her distinctive raspy voice: Growing up, she had to carry water
jugs balanced atop her head while
walking through her favela. “I
picked up a jug, and I groaned,”

she said in one interview, illustrating her words with a deep, harsh
sound. “And I thought this gave it
a swing.”
For years, she had to do odd
jobs to provide for her family, at
one point working in a soap factory. It was only in the early 1960s
that she started gaining fame as a
samba singer. (AP)

