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STATE BODIES TO CUT STAFF ATTENDANCE BY HALF

Public transport not to exceed 50 pct
Cases soar to 3,683 ... Germany puts Kuwait on ‘red list’

Opinion

Qarmatians distorted faith
and committed major sins
By Ahmed Al-Jarallah
Editor-in-Chief, the Arab Times

AFTER the “First Fitna” (Great Sedition), the history of the Muslim
world witnessed many political and
military movements, each of which
sought to seize power, especially
at the end of the Abbasid Dynasty
when divisions multiplied, and the
state’s grip on the governors and
capitals weakened.
At that time, a group called Qarmatis emerged after Hamdan bin Qarmat, who broke away from the Ismaili Shiite sect, established his state
in the tenth century AD, and placed
in each region a representative, or
what is nowadays called “the deputy
guide”.
These people worked on establishing gangs in areas where they were
found. Their mission was to terrorize the innocent and subjugate them,
after they were unable to win over
them politically. They imposed a
number of measures that were contrary to Islamic rituals such as making prayers twice a day, and fasting
two days a year, which are “the day
of the festival” and the “Newroz festival”.
Among the leaders of the Qarmatians who were famous for their
brutality and abuse was Abu Saeed
al-Hasan bin Bahram al-Janabi. He
took over the Arabian Peninsula
and settled in Qatif. From there, he
extended his control over Bahrain
using the method of intimidation to
stop the opponents from resisting
him.
At that time, the people of Syria
and Iraq (Levant) canceled Hajj because of the terror of these gangs that
looted, killed the men, and raped the
women whenever they passed by a
village, and then they burned down
that village with its children and the
elderly.
This terrorist policy was inherited
by the sons from the fathers, so when
the matter of rule in Bahrain passed
to Abu Taher Al-Qarmati Suleiman
bin Al-Hassan bin Bahram Al-Janabi
after the death of his father, the ﬁrst
thing he did was raid the holy city
of Makkah on the 8th day of month
of pilgrimage (Hajj) in the year 317
AH. There he plundered the pilgrims’ money and killed them.
It is said that the toll of the murdered pilgrims was about thirty
thousand, and he was doing so while
shouting the following at the threshold of the Kaaba: “I am by God, and
by God I am. He creates creation,
and I destroy them”.
As a result, the Black Stone was
stolen as he stripped the Sacred
House, took its door, and ﬁlled the
well of Zamzam with the corpses.
Over the past four decades, the
world witnessed a new resurrection
of adherents to the Qarmati terrorist
ideology through a number of movements that raised the slogan of the Islamic state, revived the caliphate, and
worked to stir up creedal and sectarian
strife throughout the Islamic world.
Many massacres were committed
in Iraq, Lebanon, Syria and Yemen,
in addition to terrorist operations in
many countries around the world.
These gangs, which call themselves
by Islamic names as a smokescreen,
operate according to a strategic vision
that is based on expansion and changing the beliefs of Muslims. It is unfortunate that some countries are still
seeking to integrate them into Arab
and Muslim societies, either as a resistance or as a political component
that has the right to express itself.
Because of these groups, Arabs
and Muslims are suffering. These
groups must be eliminated in order
to liberate the societies that have
been held hostage by them, be it the
so-called Hezbollah or ISIS or AlQaeda and others who are exploited
by the Mullahs regime to revive its
racist discriminatory expansionist
project in the region.
Email: ahmed@aljarallah.com
Follow me on:
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KUWAIT CITY, Jan 10, (Agencies): Kuwait’s cabinet on Monday ordered state bodies
to slash staff attendance down to 50 percent in response to an exponential rise in COVID-19 cases in the country, driven by the Omicron variant.
Private employers have been told to limit their staff capacity in a manner that would still allow for a smooth
workﬂow, the government’s communication center cited spokesman Tareq Al-Mezrem as saying.

In measures to halt the spread of the virus, in effect as of Wednesday, he said conferences and meetings would shift back
to video link, while public transport capacity should not exceed
50 percent.
Similarly, sporting venues nationwide, in addition to gyms and
salons, would only allow entry to
those who have been fully vaccinated, added the spokesman.
Kuwait has seen a sharp rise in
COVID-19 cases since the Omicron variant took hold.
The Civil Service Commission (CSC) issued a resolution
Monday following the cabinet’s
meeting to announce the limiting
of staff capacity, as well as shifting to holding conferences and
meetings virtually.
In a statement, the CSC exempts ﬁngerprints from employees who reached 55 years old and
above, in addition ordered all
government bodies to set their
working hours in accordance
with the public interest.
It pointed out that the ﬁngerprint attendance system in all
government agencies will be suspended.
It indicated that the new temporary measures will be issued as
part of the government’s efforts
to confront the emerging coronavirus (COVID-19)
Photo by Mohammad Morsi
Vaccines against the novel
Shoppers are seen at the Avenues on Jan 10. The Ministry of Health announced on Monday 3,683 new COVID-19
coronavirus (COVID-19) for
infection cases and a single death during the past 24 hours.
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KUWAIT CITY, Jan 10: According to
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sources from the travel and tourism sector,
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Kuwait along, with other Gulf
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trip reservations during the academic midcoronavirus and its strains with
warned.
year holidays, reports Al-Anba daily.
protective measures and vaccinaAccording to media outlets, Iran
They explained that specialized compations.
on Saturday imposed sanctions on
nies are offering Umrah packages for a peThe pandemic was ﬁrst reportover 50 Americans for the 2020
riod of nine days at a cost ranging between
ed in the heart of China in late
killing of its top general Qassem
2019. It had soon spilled over
KD 215 and KD 290. The cost would exSoleimani in a drone strike.
to most countries of the globe.
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The price of KD 219 is for accomPalestinian amputees play a soccer
Taliban alliance, the Taliban said
The Republic of Germany
match while using their crutches during
modation reservations in speciﬁc hotels
Monday. The meeting, held in
has issued a list of 40 countries
a training session, organized by the Inwith a capacity of 4 persons per room.
Tehran, was the ﬁrst of its kind,
which make the ‘red list’, includternational Committee of the Red Cross
The cost would increase gradually and at
underscoring Taliban efforts to
with the Palestinian Amputee Football
ing ﬁve Arab countries, reports
varying levels when reducing the numbring their former opponents into
Association, at Palestine Stadium in
Al-Rai daily.
ber of individuals in each room until it
the fold.
Gaza City, Sunday, Dec. 5, 2021. They
The list of red countries inis KD 290 for a single room during the
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are the ﬁrst Palestinian national soccer
clude Kuwait, in addition to the
period
of
stay.
leaders were told they could return
team made up entirely of amputees –
United Arab Emirates, Bahrain,
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their safety would be guaranteed,
dreds that has grown in recent years
France, Estonia, Iceland, Sweden
in addition to transportation. The compaTaliban-appointed foreign minister
through rounds of ﬁghting between Isand others.
nies do not bear the cost of the PCR test
Amir Khan Muttaqi said in a short
rael and the territory’s militant Hamas
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required by the health authorities.
rulers. (AP) — See Page 2
video released Monday.
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Newswatch
KUWAIT CITY: His Highness
the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah sent a
cable of congratulation on Monday to Mohammad Al-Halbousi
on his re-election as speaker of
Iraqi Council of Representatives.
His Highness the Crown
Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and
His Highness Prime Minister
Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah sent similar cables.
(KUNA)
❑ ❑ ❑

KUWAIT CITY: His Highness
the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah sent a
condolences cable, Monday, to
the US President Joseph Biden.
His Highness the Amir expressed sorrow over the victims
of the ﬁre, which erupted in one
of New York City’s buildings,
and wished the injured a fast recovery.
His Highness the Crown
Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and
His Highness the Prime Minister
Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah sent similar cables.
(KUNA)
❑ ❑ ❑
THE HAGUE: The European
drug regulator said Monday it has
started evaluating an application
by Pﬁzer for its pill to treat the
effects of COVID-19.
The v comes as countries in
much of the 27-nation bloc are
reporting soaring numbers of infections as the highly transmissible omicron variant sweeps
across the continent.
The European Medicines
Agency said in a statement that
it could decide within weeks
whether to approve Pﬁzer’s application for a conditional marketing authorization for the drug
Paxlovid, “depending on whether
the data submitted are sufﬁciently robust and whether further information is required to support
the evaluation.” (AP)
❑ ❑ ❑
KUWAIT CITY: The eminent
Kuwaiti writer and poet Dr.
Suad Mohammad Al-Sabah has
published a new book themed,
“The founding of Kuwait during
eras of Sabah Al-Awal [the ﬁrst
ruler 1718-1776] and Abdullah
Al-Awal [the second ruler 17761814].
Dr. Suad sheds light on the period when bases for establishing
the modern State of Kuwait were
laid, narrating how some of the
ancestors had moved from Najd,
Saudi Arabia, to Kuwait where
they formed a society different
from the Bedouin one in Saudi
Arabia and the agricultural community in Iraq.
She tells the story how AlOtaibi tribe designated Sheikh
Sabah Al-Awal for ruling; based
on shura and consensus, noting
that Kuwait had been born as an
independent entity, where the rulers practiced governing without
foreign inﬂuence. (KUNA)
❑ ❑ ❑
BEIJING: Foreign ministers
from Saudi Arabia and other
Middle Eastern states are visiting China this week for meetings
with ofﬁcials from the world’s
second largest economy, a leading consumer of oil and source of
foreign investment.
The Chinese Foreign Ministry
on Monday gave no details of the
agendas for the visits, but said
they were expected to “deepen
relations between the two sides.”
The meetings running through
Friday will include the foreign
ministers of Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Oman and Bahrain, along
with the secretary general of the
Gulf Cooperation Council.
Iran’s Foreign Minister Hossein Amirabdollahian will also
be in China at the end of this
week, ministry spokesperson
Saeed Khatibzadeh said in Tehran. It wasn’t immediately clear
if he would join the meetings
with the others. (AP)

