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Oklahoma State players pose at mid-ﬁeld for a team photo after winning the Fiesta Bowl NCAA college football game against Notre Dame, on Jan 1, in Glendale, Arizona. Right: Utah cornerback Clark Phillips III (right), intercepts a
pass in the end zone intended for Ohio State wide receiver Julian Fleming during the second half in the Rose Bowl NCAA college football game, on Jan 1, in Pasadena, Calif. (AP)

Oklahoma St owns Fiesta

State topples
US win over Canada easily as Ohio
Utah in Rose Bowl
Russia top France at ATP Cup
Britain, Australia secure victories in doubles
selin - 6-4, 6-4.
Both night matches went to the deciding doubles after Britain and Italy took
early leads.
Daniel Evans beat Germany’s Jan-Lennard Struff 6-1, 6-2 while Italy’s Jannik
Sinner defeated Australia’s Max Purcell
6-1, 6-3.

SYDNEY, Jan 2, (AP): The
United States beat Canada and
defending champion Russia defeated France at the ATP Cup,
with the the Americans taking
a much easier route.
John Isner and Taylor Fritz beat their
Canadian singles opponents and then
clinched the match in doubles for a 3-0
win.
Isner beat Brayden Schnur 6-1, 6-4 in
66 minutes to give the Americans the early lead. Schnur was a late replacement for
Denis Shapovalov, who withdrew from
the opening singles match Sunday due to
fatigue. The Canadian is recovering from
having contracted COVID-19 at a recent
tournament in the Middle East.
Fritz then came from a set down to beat
No. 11-ranked Felix Auger-Aliassime 6-7
(6), 6-4, 6-4 and clinch the match before
the Americans won the doubles 6-4, 6-4
over Auger-Aliassime and Shapovalov.
Russia, meanwhile, needed the decid-

TENNIS
United States’ John Isner hits a forehand
to Canada’s Brayden Schnur match at
the ATP Cup tennis tournament in Sydney, on Jan 2. (AP)

ing doubles match to clinch victory over
France.
Roman Saﬁullin beat Arthur Rinderknech of France 2-6, 7-5, 6-3 before No.
35-ranked Ugo Humbert evened the
match with an upset 6-7 (5), 7-5, 7-6 (2)
win over No. 2 Daniil Medvedev.
But Medvedev and Saﬁullin came back
to beat two fresh opponents in the doubles
- Fabrice Martin and Edouard Roger-Vas-

But world No. 3 Alexander Zverev of
Germany beat Cameron Norris 7-6 (2), 6-1
and Australia’s Alex de Minaur defeated
Italy’s Matteo Berrettini 6-3, 7-6 (4) to
send both matches to a doubles decider.
In the doubles, Britain’s Norris and
Jamie Murray secured the tie with a 6-3,
6-4 victory over Germany’s Zverev and
Kevin Kravietz. Later, home favorites
John Peers and Luke Saville held off
Italy’s pairing of Berrettini and Simone
Bolelli 6-3, 7-5.
Isner saved the only break point he

faced against his Canadian opponent.
“I surprised myself with how well I
played out here,” Isner said in his on-court
interview. “You always work hard in the
offseason, but you never really know what
could happen in that ﬁrst match of the year.”
Isner broke twice in the ﬁrst set and
used his strong serve to capitalize on the
advantage. The American hit 10 aces and
won 46% of his return points.
“I actually really like this court. It’s not
too fast, which I prefer. It gives me a little
time to swing out on my shots being so
big. That helps me out a lot,” Isner said.
On the opening day Saturday, Argentina and Spain both cruised to 3-0 victories
over Georgia and Chile, respectively. Serbia, despite playing without No. 1 Novak
Djokovic, beat Norway 2-1 and Poland took
advantage of Stefanos Tsitsipas’ injury-enforced absence in singles to beat Greece 2-1.
The 16 teams are divided into four
groups, with the winners of each group
advancing to the semiﬁnals on Jan. 7 and
8. The ﬁnal is scheduled for Jan. 9.

PASADENA, Calif., Jan 2, (AP): C.J. Stroud capped his
record-setting offensive day by leading a 56-yard drive
ending in Noah Ruggles’ 19-yard ﬁeld goal with nine
seconds to play, and No. 7 Ohio State beat No. 10 Utah
48-45 in the wild 108th edition of the Rose Bowl.
Stroud passed for a school-record 573 yards and a record-tying six touchdowns for the Buckeyes (11-2), who
won the Granddaddy of Them All for the second time in
four years with an offensive performance that shattered
multiple long-standing offensive marks. Stroud’s yards
passing and touchdowns both are Rose Bowl records, and
he ﬁnished 3 yards shy of the record for yards passing in
any bowl game.
Ohio State still had to rally from 10 points down late
in the third quarter to get past the Pac-12 champion Utes
(10-4), who got off to an electrifying start and stayed
competitive even after star quarterback Cameron Rising
went down with an injury with 9:56 to play in Utah’s ﬁrst
trip to the Rose Bowl.
Jaxon Smith-Njigba set the record for any FBS bowl
game with 347 yards receiving while catching a schoolrecord 15 passes and scoring three touchdowns. Marvin
Harrison Jr. also caught three TD passes for the Buckeyes, who set a Rose Bowl record with 683 total yards.
Oklahoma State 36, Notre Dame 35
In Glendale, Ariz., Spencer Sanders accounted for 496
yards and threw three of his four touchdown passes to
Tay Martin, and Oklahoma State overcame a 21-point
deﬁcit to beat Notre Dame 37-35 in the Fiesta Bowl.
Oklahoma State (12-2, No. 9 CFP) came up inches
short of securing a College Football Playoff spot in a
loss to No. 6 Baylor at the Big 12 title game and fell into
21-point, ﬁrst-half hole against Notre Dame (11-2, No.
5 CFP).
Jack Coan led Notre Dame’s early charge while throwing for a Fiesta Bowl-record 509 yards and ﬁve touchdowns.

FOOTBALL
Sanders, who had a 9-yard touchdown pass to Jaden
Bray in the ﬁrst quarter, cut Notre Dame’s lead to 28-14
with a 9-yard scoring pass to Martin with 37 seconds left
in the ﬁrst half. The pair connected for two more touchdowns, from 5 and 8 yards, to tie the game, and the Cowboys went up 34-28 on three ﬁeld goals by Tanner Brown.
Coan threw a 25-yard TD pass to Austin with 1:05 left
to pull Notre Dame within two, but Oklahoma State recovered the onside kick to keep the Irish winless in major bowl games since the 1993 Cotton Bowl under Lou
Holtz.
Sanders threw for 371 yards on 34-of-51 passing and
ran for 125 yards.
Arkansas 24, Penn State 10
In Tampa, Fla., KJ Jefferson picked up 104 of his 110
rushing yards in the second half and threw for 90 more to
lead Arkansas past Penn State in the Outback Bowl.
Raheim Sanders had 79 yards and two touchdowns on
13 rushing attempts and Dominique Johnson added 85
yards on 11 carries. The Razorbacks ﬁnished with 361
rushing yards.
Arkansas (9-4), coming off four consecutive seasons of
four or fewer wins, got its ﬁrst nine-win year since going
11-2 in 2011. The Razorbacks also played in their ﬁrst
bowl game since the 2016 Belk Bowl.
Jefferson ran 20 times while completing 14 of 19 passes. The 6-foot-3, 245-pound sophomore was sacked ﬁve
times and limited to 6 yards rushing on 11 carries during
the ﬁrst half.
Sean Clifford went 14 of 32 or 195 yards for Penn State
(7-6). He gained 47 yards on the ground on 11 attempts.
Kentucky 20, Iowa 17
In Orlando, Fla., Chris Rodriguez scored on a 6-yard
touchdown with 1:48 to play and Kentucky rallied in the
fourth quarter to beat Iowa in the Citrus Bowl.
Kentucky (10-3) was forced to rally after blowing a
10-point lead in the second half. Wan’Dale Robinson
set up the winning score when he caught a 52-yard pass
from Will Levis to get to the 1. Robinson ﬁnished with
10 catches for 170 yards, and Levis completed 17 of 28
passes for 233 yards and a touchdown.
DeAndre Square intercepted Spencer Petras’ pass with
48 seconds to seal it.
Iowa ﬁnished 10-4.

