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Policy chief Mirza resigns

Johnson ends week of
scandal in ‘weak’ spot
LONDON, Feb 5, (AP): This was
the week British Prime Minister
Boris Johnson hoped to get a grip
on his government after weeks of
scandal. By Friday, he was struggling to hang on after a scathing
report on lockdown-breaching parties and the departure of several
top aides.
Johnson was rocked Thursday
by the resignation of his policy
chief,
Munira Mirza,
a trusted adviser
who
worked with
him for more
than a decade.
Mirza stood
by the prime
minister amid
“partygate”
revelations
Mirza
that Johnson
and his staff
broke the rules they had imposed
on the country. But she said Johnson’s “scurrilous accusation” this
week that an opposition leader had
failed to stop a notorious pedophile was the ﬁnal straw.
“This was not the normal cutand-thrust of politics; it was an inappropriate and partisan reference
to a horrendous case of child sex
abuse,” Mirza wrote in a resignation letter, which was published by
The Spectator magazine.
After Mirza quit, Johnson’s ofﬁce announced the departure of
three more top staffers: chief of
staff Dan Rosenﬁeld, communications director Jack Doyle and
principal private secretary Martin
Reynolds. Elena Narozanski, who
worked in Murza’s policy unit, resigned Friday.

Reassure
Johnson tried to reassure staff
that he remained in control by
quoting the wise monkey Raﬁki
from “The Lion King,” telling a
meeting: ”Change is good” even if
it is difﬁcult.
Conservative lawmakers loyal
to Johnson depicted the departures
as part of a planned overhaul to
restore order to his 10 Downing
Street ofﬁce.
“The prime minister was absolutely clear on Monday that
there would be changes at the top

of No. 10 and that is what he has
delivered,” Energy Minister Greg
Hands said. “This is the prime
minister taking charge.”
Others weren’t so sure. The
prime minister’s grip on power
has been shaken by public anger
at revelations that his staff held
“bring your own booze” ofﬁce
parties, birthday celebrations and
“wine time Fridays” at times in
2020 and 2021 while millions in
Britain were barred from meeting
with friends and family because of
COVID-19 restrictions.

Investigated
A total of 16 parties have been
investigated by a senior civil servant, Sue Gray, with a dozen of
them also under investigation by
the Metropolitan Police.
On Monday, Gray released an
interim report looking at the four
parties police are not probing. She
found that “failures of leadership
and judgment” allowed events to
occur that “should not have been
allowed to take place” and described a Downing Street operation marked by excessive drinking
and dysfunctional dynamics.
Johnson apologized and pledged
to ﬁx the problems in his ofﬁce,
though he didn’t admit personal
wrongdoing.
Rosenﬁeld, Doyle and especially Reynolds - who sent 100
government staff an invitation to a
BYOB garden party in May 2020 were always likely to be ousted as
part of Johnson’s post-”partygate”
shakeup.
But Mirza’s departure was a major blow. In her resignation letter,
she said Johnson had not heeded her
advice to apologize for accusing Labour Party leader Keir Starmer in the
House of Commons on Monday of
“failing to prosecute Jimmy Savile”
when Starmer was the U.K.’s director of public prosecutions. Savile
was a long-time presenter of youth
television shows who was exposed
after his death in 2011 as a sexual
predator who had abused hundreds
of children.
Starmer said the accusation was
“a ridiculous slur peddled by rightwing trolls.” A 2013 report found
that Starmer hadn’t been involved
in decisions about whether Savile
should be prosecuted.

Chancellor to visit Kiev: German
Chancellor Olaf Scholz will visit Kiev
and Moscow in mid-February to discuss the Ukrainian border issue.
Chancellor Shloz will be heading to
Kyiv on February 14, “In addition to
(discussing) bilateral relations, the focus will also be on international issues,
including security issues,” Scholz’s
spokesman Wolfgang Buechner told
reporters.
Meanwhile, Schulz’s visit to the
Ukrainian and Russian capitals came
after a meeting he held with US
President Joe Biden in Washington.
(KUNA)
❑ ❑ ❑
Rescue teams find 4 bodies: Rescue teams in Iceland located the bodies
of all four occupants of a small plane
that crashed into a lake while carrying tourists from the United States, the
Netherlands and Belgium on a sightseeing trip.
The Cessna 172 was discovered in
Lake Thingvallavatn, Iceland’s second-largest, at around 11 p.m. local
time on Friday, the Icelandic Coast
Guard said in a statement. The aircraft was found in a portion of the lake
about 30 miles (50 kilometers) east of
Reykjavik.
More than 1,000 members of Iceland’s Search and Rescue organization, along with boats, divers and two
Icelandic Coast Guard helicopters, had
combed the Thingvellir National Park
area in harsh winter weather for the
plane.
The Cessna 172 plane took off
from the domestic airport in Iceland’s
capital, Reykjavik, on Thursday, for a
scheduled two-hour sightseeing tour.
(AP)
❑ ❑ ❑
Death toll rises to nine: Authorities
in Austria warned Saturday of “considerable” risk of avalanches in the west
of the country after nine people were
killed within 24 hours.
Police said eight people died in
three separate incidents in the states
of Vorarlberg and Tyrol on Friday. In
one avalanche near the Austrian-Swiss
border, four Swedish citizens and their
Austrian guide were killed.
On Saturday, Tyrol authorities reported the death of one person in near
the village of Schmirn in an avalanche
and a second person was missing.
Ofﬁcials warned skiers and snowshoers drawn to the Alps amid good
weather that even slight tremors could
trigger a snow slide. (AP)
❑ ❑ ❑
Spain drops masks outdoors: Spain
will end a mandate to wear masks outdoors next week, reversing a late December order against an unprecedented
surge of coronavirus infections fueled
by a highly contagious mutation,
Health Minister Carolina Darias said.
After conﬁrming that contagion lev-

els have peaked, the Spanish Cabinet
will end the mandate next Tuesday and
the government expects the changes to
be adopted from Thursday, Feb. 10,
Darias told Cadena SER radio on Fri-

day. Mask wearing will remain mandatory in indoor public spaces, including
public transportation, and outdoors
whenever citizens can’t keep a safe
distance of 1.5 meters between them.

The outdoor mandate, adopted on
Dec. 22 as many were preparing to
reunite with loved ones on Christmas,
was the government’s main response
to the spread of omicron. (AP)

