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White House rethinks tax strategy

America
Biden’s domestic policy bill

White House ‘eyes’ new
clean energy strategies
WASHINGTON, Oct 26, (AP): The White House
is zeroing in on a package of clean energy strategies
for President Joe Biden’s big domestic policy bill
that ofﬁcials believe could reach similar greenhouse
gas emission reduction goals as an initial proposal that was quashed by opposition from a centrist
Democrat.
The Biden administration discussed the proposals Monday at the White House with the leaders of
about a dozen environmental
and justice groups, according
to a senior administration ofﬁcial who requested anonymity
to share the plans. A new approach was needed after coalstate Sen. Joe Manchin, D-W.
Va., rejected the White House’s
earlier clean energy plan.
The emerging proposals
would expand grants and loans
in the agriculture and industrial
Biden
sectors to help them shift to
clean energy providers with fewer greenhouse gas
emissions that contribute to global warming, the
ofﬁcial said. There would also be new, refundable
home improvement tax credits for tapping solar and
other renewable energy sources. The ofﬁcial said
momentum was building as the group coalesced
around the new ideas.

Strategies
The new strategies come as the president and
Democrats in Congress are struggling to wrap up
talks on Biden’s now-scaled-back package of at
least $1.75 trillion in social services and climate
change investments before he departs later this
week for two global summits overseas.
Vice President Kamala Harris visited the afternoon meeting with the leaders of some of the nation’s leading environmental and justice organizations and reiterated the president’s commitment to
the goals of the package - even as she acknowledged
the sometimes grueling process to achieve consensus in the party.
“The president and I and our administration are
unwavering in our commitment to these issues.
Absolutely unwavering,” she said. “But you know,
there’s an old saying, you don’t want to watch sausage be made and you don’t want to watch a bill
being made.”
A cornerstone of Biden’s climate change strategy
had been a clean energy plan that would have rewarded power providers that use clean sources and
penalized those that don’t.
But that approach had to be scrapped when Manchin objected. With Republicans fully opposed to
Biden’s big package, the president needs the support of all Democrats in the 50-50 split Senate, with
no votes to spare.
The senior administration ofﬁcial said the administration was not wedded to one clean-energy strategy as a “silver bullet.”
Instead, the administration is coalescing around
the new package of strategies that the ofﬁcial said
could potentially reach the same emission reduction
goals without adding new costs to the overall proposed budget.

Plan
A plan backed by Democrats offers tax credits and
spending to boost renewable power such as wind and
solar and sharply increase the number of electric vehicles. Advocates think the plan, plus executive branch
action such as a pending Environmental Protection
Agency rule to curb methane emissions, and action by
states, should be enough to meet or nearly meet Biden’s
goal to cut greenhouse gas emissions in half by 2030,
compared with 2005 levels.
Biden said at a town hall last week that he expects
to spend the $150 billion that had been targeted for
the clean-energy program on climate programs. Advocates say the money would most likely be used as
block grants to states to pursue their own emissions
cuts.
It’s unclear if the new proposals would be acceptable to Manchin, whose home state is a leading
producer of coal and natural gas. He has preferred
an approach that does not favor one industry over
the other as coal begins to be phased out for cleaner
energy sources.
The new strategies appear to use more incentives
to encourage clean energy use rather than penalties
for failing to make the transition, which could help
win over Manchin. But climate change advocates
have argued that penalties are needed to get industries to more quickly turn to cleaner sources as the
world races to confront the dire threats of climate
change.

Billionaire tax criticized as Biden pushes for deal
WASHINGTON, Oct 26, (AP): The Democrats’ idea for a new billionaires’ tax to help
pay for President Joe Biden’s social services and climate change plan quickly ran
into criticism as too cumbersome with some
lawmakers preferring the original plan of
simply raising the top tax rates on corporations and the wealthy.
Biden said Monday he’s hopeful the talks
with Congress can wrap up overall agreement on the package this week. It’s tallying at least $1.75 trillion, and could still be
more. Biden said it would be “very, very
positive to get it done” before he departs for
two overseas global summits.
“That’s my hope,” the president said before leaving his home state of Delaware for
a trip to New Jersey to highlight the child
care proposals in the package and a related
infrastructure measure. “With the grace of
God and the goodwill of the neighbors.”
Resolving the revenue side is key as the
Democrats scale back what had been a $3.5
trillion plan, insisting all the new spending
will be fully paid for and not pile onto the
debt. Biden vows any new taxes would hit
only the wealthy, those earning more than
$400,000 a year, or $450,000 for couples.
The White House had to rethink its tax
strategy after one key Democrat, Sen.
Kyrsten Sinema, D-Ariz., objected to her
party’s initial proposal to raise tax rates
on wealthy Americans by undoing the
Trump-era tax cuts on those earning beyond
$400,000. Sinema also opposed lifting the
21% corporate tax rate. With a 50-50 Senate, Biden has no votes to spare in his party.
Instead, to win over Sinema and others, the
White House has been ﬂoating a new idea of
taxing the assets of billionaires and another
that would require corporations to pay a 15%
minimum tax, regardless of if they show any
proﬁts. Those both appear to be gaining traction with another pivotal Democrat, Sen. Joe
Manchin, D-W.Va., who told reporters he supported new ways to ensure the wealthy to pay
their “fair share.”
Democrats on the Senate Finance Committee, led by Sen. Ron Wyden of Oregon, are
prepared to roll out the tax revenue plan in a
matter of days. It is likely to include other revenue-raising tax measures, including a plan to
beef up the IRS to go after tax scofﬂaws.
“Here’s the heart of it: Americans read
over the last few months that billionaires
were paying little or no taxes for years on
end,” Wyden said at the Capitol.
The billionaires’ tax is being modeled on
a 2019 bill from Wyden to treat assets as in-

‘Investigation ongoing’

‘We’ve got to run’: Idaho mall shooting leaves 2 dead
BOISE, Idaho, Oct 26, (AP): Cheri Gypin
thought something had fallen from the ceiling when she heard several large bangs at
the largest shopping mall in Boise, Idaho.
Then Grypin and a friend saw about 60
people, including families pushing strollers,
come running at them - with some shouting
there was an active shooter at the mall on
Monday afternoon.
“My friend was trying to process it,” Gypin
said. “I just looked at her and said, ‘We’ve got
to run.’ So we just ran and kept running until
we got to the outer perimeter of the parking lot.”
Two people were killed and four injured
- including an ofﬁcer - at the Boise Towne
Square shopping mall, authorities said. The
ofﬁcer was injured in an exchange of gunﬁre
with the suspect, who was detained and hospitalized in critical condition, police said.
Boise Police Chief Ryan Lee told reporters that the shooting was reported about
1:50 pm and included a report that one person was “shot and down.”
When ofﬁcers arrived, they saw someone
who matched the description of the suspect.
come. Another idea, up to a 3% ultra-rich
surtax, has been proposed by Sen. Elizabeth
Warren, D-Mass.
Under Wyden’s emerging plan, the billionaires’ tax would hit the wealthiest of
Americans, fewer than 1,000 people. It
would require those with assets of more
than $1 billion, or three-years consecutive
income of $100 million, to pay taxes on the
gains of stocks and other tradeable assets,
rather than waiting until holdings are sold.

Tax
A similar billionaire’s tax would be applied to non-tradeable assets, including real
estate, but it would be deferred with the tax
not assessed until the asset was sold.
Overall, the billionaires’ tax rate has not
been set, but it is expected to be at least the
20% capital gains rate. Democrats have said it
could raise $200 billion in revenue that could
help fund Biden’s package over 10 years.
Senate Republican leader Mitch McConnell called it a “hare-brained scheme” and
warned of revenue drying up during downturns. Some Republicans indicated such a

“There was an exchange of gunﬁre that
ensued shortly thereafter, resulting in the ofﬁcer’s injury, as well as the suspect being
taken into custody,” Lee said.
Investigators believe there was only one
shooter and that there was no ongoing danger
to the public, he said. Police said what they
described as the “events” happened inside and
outside the mall, but didn’t elaborate.

Investigation
Police in a statement did not identify the
gunman or the victims, citing their ongoing
investigation, and said that the ofﬁcer who
was hurt had been treated and released.
“We really cannot at this time speak to
any motivation behind it,” Lee said. “I cannot stress enough how traumatic this event
is for the community at large, as well as for
those that were witnesses, or are the families
of those involved or involved themselves.”
After the shooting, several witnesses
stood in the rain outside the entrance to
Macy’s - one of ﬁve large department stores
at the mall - waiting to be interviewed by
tax plan could be challenged in court.
But key fellow Democrats are also raising
concerns, saying the idea of simply undoing
the 2017 tax cuts by hiking top rates was
more straightforward and transparent.
Under the House’s bill from the Ways
and Means Committee, the top individual income tax rate would rise from 37%
to 39.6%, on those earning more than
$400,000, or $450,000 for couples. The
corporate rate would increase from 21% to
26.5%. The bill also proposed a 3% surtax
on wealthier Americans with adjusted income beyond $5 million a year.
The panel’s chairman, Rep. Richard Neal,
D-Mass., said he told Wyden in a discussion
Monday that the implementation of the senator’s proposed billionaire’s plan is “a bit
more challenging.”
Neal suggested that the House’s proposal
was not off the table despite Sinema’s objections. In fact, he said, “our plan looks better every day.”
Once Democrats agree to the tax proposals, they can assess how much is funding

police or to be told they could leave.
Ofﬁcers from the federal Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives were
assisting in the investigation.
About a quarter of a mile (0.4 kilometers)
away, ofﬁcers closed part of a road near a
busy intersection so they could investigate
a second crime scene related to the shooting
incident. Ofﬁcers at the second crime scene
declined to answer questions.
Investigators were working to notify the
family members of those injured and killed
in the shooting, Lee said.
Boise Mayor Lauren McLean asked people and the news media to give the victims
and their families privacy as they deal with
the trauma of the shooting.
“Countless people found themselves in a
situation they never would have or should
have expected,” McLean said, praising
shopkeepers and others for reacting “so
quickly to take care of folks that were there.
You showed in a tough and chaotic moment
how much you care and what you’re willing
to do to support and care for strangers.”
available for Biden’s overall package to
expand health care, child care and other climate change programs.
Democrats were hoping Biden could
cite major accomplishments to world leaders later this week. They are also facing an
Oct. 31 deadline to pass a related $1 trillion
bipartisan infrastructure package of roads,
broadband and other public works before
routine federal transportation funds expire.
“We need to get this done,” Biden said in
remarks at a New Jersey transit center.

Negotiations
After months of start-and-stop negotiations, Biden’s overall package is now being
eyed as at least $1.75 trillion. But it could
still climb considerably higher, according to
a second person who insisted on anonymity
to discuss the private talks.
Biden huddled with the conservative West
Virginia Democrat Manchin and Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer at the president’s
Delaware home on Sunday as they work on resolving the disputes between centrists and progressives that have stalled the bill.

