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new plant in Germany aims to cut flying’s carbon footprint
German ofﬁcials unveiled what they said
is the world’s ﬁrst commercial plant for
making synthetic kerosene, touted as a
climate-friendly fuel of the future.
Aviation currently accounts for about
2.5% of worldwide emissions of carbon
dioxide, a greenhouse gas that contributes to global warming. While other forms
of transportation are increasingly being
electriﬁed, the challenge to making large,
battery-powered planes is formidable.
Experts say e-fuels can help solve the
problem by replacing fossil fuels without

major technical modiﬁcations to the aircraft.
“The era of burning coal, oil and natural
gas is drawing to a close,” Germany’s environment minister, Svenja Schulze, said
at a ribbon-cutting ceremony for the new
plant. “At the same time, no one should
have to sacriﬁce the dream of ﬂying. This
is why we need alternatives to conventional, climate-harming kerosene.”
The facility in Werlte, near Germany’s
northwestern border with the Netherlands, will use water and electricity from

four nearby wind farms to produce hydrogen. In a century-old process, the hydrogen is combined with carbon dioxide to
make crude oil, which can then be reﬁned
into jet fuel.
Burning that synthetic kerosene releases only as much CO2 into the atmosphere
as was previously removed to produce
the fuel, making it “carbon neutral.”
The amount of fuel that the plant can
produce beginning early next year is modest: just eight barrels a day, or about 336
gallons of jet fuel. That would be enough

to ﬁll up one small passenger plane every
three weeks.
By comparison, total fuel consumption of
commercial airlines worldwide reached 95
billion gallons in 2019, before the pandemic
hit the travel industry, according to the International Air Transport Association.
But Atmosfair, a German non-proﬁt group
behind the project, says its purpose is to
show that the process is technologically feasible and - once it is scaled up and with sufﬁcient demand - economically viable.
“It’s a new paradigm, if you will,” said

Falko Ueckerdt, a senior researcher and
team leader at the Potsdam Institute of
Climate Impact Research who is not involved with the project. “Through cheap
solar, mainly, it can be possible in the future to produce e-fuels that are as cheap
as fossil fuels today.”
Initially the price of synthetic kerosene
produced in Werlte will be far higher than
that of regular jet fuel, though Atmosfair
won’t divulge how much it will be charging its ﬁrst customer, the German airline
Lufthansa. (AP)

Distribution deal ends on Oct 31

UK job vacancies hit record As energy crisis looms, Spain
shields supply of Algerian gas
high amid worker shortages
Inflation set to hit 4% in the coming months
LONDON, Oct 12, (AP):
Job vacancies in the U.K.
rose to a record high of
nearly 1.2 million, ofﬁcial
ﬁgures showed Tuesday, a
further sign that the British
economy is experiencing
worker shortages in an array of sectors as a result of
the coronavirus pandemic
and Britain’s departure
from the European Union.
Following weeks of long lines at
gas stations as motorists struggle
to ﬁll up their cars amid a shortage
of truck drivers to deliver the fuel
and empty shelves at supermarkets, the Ofﬁce for National Statistics pointed to shortages across the
whole economy, including hospitality and transport.
It’s become increasingly evident in
recent weeks that the British economy
is experiencing shortages of labor, and
not just of truck drivers. The causes are
widespread but it’s clear that the combination of Brexit and the pandemic
prompted many EU workers to leave
the U.K. and head home.
The Institute for Employment Studies estimates that the U.K. has a shortfall of 900,000 workers between the
number of people in the labor market
now and what would have been expected based on pre-pandemic trends.
“This is being driven by large falls
in participation for older people and
young people, alongside continued
wide employment gaps for disabled
people and those with health condi-

In this ﬁle photo, drivers queue for fuel at a petrol station in London. Job vacancies in the U.K. rose to a
record high of nearly 1.2 million, ofﬁcial ﬁgures showed Tuesday, Oct. 12, 2021, a further sign that the British
economy is experiencing worker shortages in an array of sectors as a result of the coronavirus pandemic
and Britain’s departure from the European Union. (AP)

tions,” said IES director Tony Wilson.
Though there’s a shortfall in workers, the statistics agency said the
number of workers on payroll in the
U.K. has risen above the level that existed before the coronavirus pandemic
struck more than a year and a half ago.
The economic recovery since the
lifting of most coronavirus restrictions
has boosted hiring, with the number
of workers on payroll up by 207,000
between August and September to a
record 29.2 million. That’s 122,000
higher than the level in February 2020,
the last month of data before the impact of the pandemic started to be felt.
The increase in hiring and vacan-

cies should help workers returning to
the jobs market following the end of a
salary support scheme, which the government introduced at the outset of the
pandemic to keep a lid on job losses.
Under the Job Retention Scheme,
the government paid 80% of the salaries of those workers unable to work
because of lockdown measures.
The program, which was phased
out in recent months came to an end
in September. At its peak, it helped
support over 11 million people, but the
number at its end was a little more than
1 million, with many workers returning to their former jobs following the
reopening of the economy.

The agency also found that the U.K.’s
rate of unemployment also fell further to
4.5% between June and August, down
from 4.6% in the quarter to July.
Wages rose steeply again, with average weekly earnings up 7.2% with
bonuses or 6% without bonuses in the
three months to August. However, the
agency stressed that the ﬁgures continue to be skewed by the impact of the
pandemic on wages a year ago.
With inﬂation set to hit 4% in
the coming months and productivity levels low, there are worries that
wages will soon be running below
price rises, further pressuring household incomes.

MADRID, Oct 12, (AP): Spain launched
a diplomatic offensive to preserve its essential stream of Algerian natural gas as
energy prices across the world skyrocket
and souring relations between Algeria and
Morocco threaten to disrupt the gas supply
chain in North Africa.
In Algeria’s latest move to sever commercial and diplomatic ties with the
neighboring country, it plans to shut down
a pipeline that supplies nearly half of
Spain’s imported Algerian natural gas via
Morocco. A 25-year distribution agreement ends on Oct. 31.
Algeria has indicated it would continue
to supply gas to Spain through a separate
pipeline that crosses the Mediterranean
Sea and links directly to the Iberian Peninsula, as well as on vessels carrying liquiﬁed natural gas, or LNG.
But any disruption is likely to increase
costs for Spain. The country’s reliance on
Algerian gas has grown in recent years
and now accounts for half of all its gas
imports.
Spanish Foreign Minister José Manuel Albares made a hasty trip to Algiers,
where he was set to meet Thursday with
Algerian Foreign Affairs Minister Ramtane Lamamra. The trip had not been
scheduled in advance and was announced
by Albares’ ministry earlier this week.
The visit comes as the Spanish government, and particularly Albares, are trying
to mend ties with Morocco, Algeria’s regional rival.
Relations between Spain and Morocco
hit a low in May over the two countries’
views of the future of Western Sahara, a
former Spanish colony that was annexed
by Morocco and which the United Nations
says should be subject to decolonization.
The Spanish government already has
been grappling to cushion the household
impact of rising wholesale electricity prices as a result of increasing global competition for natural gas and bottlenecks in supply chains from the world’s top producers.
Higher utility bills have driven up inﬂation in Spain, as in much of Europe. Consumer prices increased 4% in September

compared to a year earlier, Spain’s statistics institute announced this week, a rise
not seen in 13 years.
Experts predict the worst is still to
come as the Northern Hemisphere moves
into the colder, energy-intensive winter
months.
Spain is trying to replenish its gas storage facilities, which were at 72% of their
capacity in mid-September, before heating is turned on and increases power consumption.
Albares was accompanied by top executives from Naturgy and Enagás, two of
Spain’s biggest energy corporations.
Both Naturgy and Enagás are stakeholders in the Europe-Mahgreb pipeline,
or EMPL, which delivers an annual average of 10 billion cubic meters of natural
gas to southern Spain via Morocco and
across the Strait of Gibraltar.
Naturgy and Algeria’s Sonatrach own
the Medgaz pipeline that has linked Algeria directly with the Iberian Peninsula
since 2010. That pipeline pumps some 8
billion cubic meters but it was unclear if it
would be possible to expand its capacity,
as Algeria wants, to absorb the gas delivery that currently goes through Morocco.
Morocco takes 7% of the gas that is
pumped through the pipeline, which began operating in November 1996. Its share
has become an important contribution to
the country’s energy mix and will dry up
at the end of October.
Asked by lawmakers in Spain about his
upcoming trip to Algeria, Albares said
Wednesday that supplies were guaranteed.
“The supply of gas to Spain is not in
danger because our Moroccan and Algerian friends want to work together in this
ﬁeld,” the minister said.
Last month, Algeria severed diplomatic
ties with Morocco, citing Rabat’s support
for the “supposed right to self-determination” of the Kabyle, an Indigenous people
of northern Algeria, as well as alleged
“acts of espionage” with spyware. The Algerian government announced Sept. 23 it
was closing its airspace to all Moroccan
planes.

