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An illustration of Prince Mohammed Bin Salman Non Proﬁt City

Non-profit city first of its kind
His Royal Highness Mohammed bin Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud, Crown
Prince, Founder and Chairman of the Board of Mohammed bin Salman Misk
Foundation, today announced the launch of Prince Mohammed Bin Salman
Non Proﬁt City, the ﬁrst non-proﬁt city in the world, to be a model for the
development of the non-proﬁt sector globally and an incubator for youth and
volunteer groups as well as local and international non-proﬁt institutions.
HRH the Crown Prince, said: “This will be the ﬁrst non-proﬁt city of its
kind which will contribute to achieving the goals of Mohammed bin Salman
Misk Foundation in supporting innovation, entrepreneurship and qualifying
future leaders by deﬁning non-proﬁt work in its internal operational concept
and in terms of opportunities and youth training programs it will provide. In
addition, the project will provide services that contribute to creating an at-

tractive environment for all beneﬁciaries of the city’s offerings.”
HRH added: “Prince Mohammed Bin Salman Non Proﬁt City which
implements the Digital Twin model, will host academies, colleges, ‘Misk
Schools’, a conference center, a science museum, a creative centre offering a space to support the ambitions of innovators in sciences and new
generation technology such as AI, IOT and Robotics. It will also feature an
arts academy and arts gallery, performing art theatre, play area, cooking
academy and integrated residential complex. In addition, the city will host
venture capital ﬁrms and investors to support and incubate innovative enterprises to drive community contributions from around the world.”
Prince Mohammed Bin Salman Non Proﬁt City, the ﬁrst non-proﬁt of its
kind, is located on a land dedicated by His Highness the Crown Prince, in

Irqah neighborhood, adjacent to Wadi Hanifa, on an area of around 3.4
square kilometers.
The city’s masterplan embodies a human-centered, advanced digital
metropolis designed to be sustainable, pedestrian-friendly, and will allocate
more than 44 per cent of the total area for green open spaces to promoting
sustainable development.
The announcement of Prince Mohammed Bin Salman Non Proﬁt City
is led by the goal of creating a vibrant Saudi youth talent system to shape
the future of the Kingdom and the world, by encouraging learning and developing leadership skills among youth. Details surrounding development
phases and progress of Prince Mohammed Bin Salman Non Proﬁt City will
be announced in the coming months.

Sultanate of Oman marks 51st National Day

Renewed renaissance, setting further milestones
n the 18th of November, the Sultanate of Oman marks its 51st National
Day anniversary. With ﬁrm resolve, Omani citizens continue to make
O
more achievements under the wise leadership of His Majesty Sultan Haitham
Bin Tarik, who vowed to upgrade the march of nation building and enhance
the pace of progress, striking a high note in Omani people’s enthusiasm for an
ambitious renaissance that covers all spheres of life.
Yet, this year’s celebration is impinged by sentiments of sour sorrow for the
loss of Father of Omani renaissance, the late His Majesty Sultan Qaboos Bin
Said Bin Taimour, who sculpted this Arabian ediﬁce from scratch, his vigilant
eye not missing a ﬂaw in any side of the monument.
Smooth Transition of Power:
HM Sultan Haitham Bin Tarik Assumes Leadership
Despite the immense calamity that befell Oman, the Arab world and the
Islamic nation upon the death of the late Sultan, the 11th of January 2020
was a virtually unforgettable day in the Omani history. On this day, Omanis
depicted a unique national saga of loyalty and devotion when the Sultanate of
Oman surprised the whole world with a smooth transition of power. In gratitude and tribute to the late Sultan, the Royal Family endorsed, with unwavering certitude, the successor chosen by the late monarch to take the helm, given
his proven wisdom and farsightedness.
To answer this wish, the Defence Council opened the letter of the late Sultan who “recommended installing Haitham Bin Tarik as the Sultan of Oman
due to (what the late Sultan perceived as) traits that qualify him to shoulder
the responsibility.”
Omanis bade farewell to “the dearest and ﬁnest of men” (to quote HM Sultan Haitham), pleaded mercy on his soul and recalled his everlasting good
deeds and the legacy of nation building that he left behind in 49 years during
which Omani citizen were the means and mainstay of development.
Achievements of His Majesty the Sultan:
Within a short span of ten months, His Majesty Sultan Haitham was able
to make many achievements. With insight and strong will, he restructured
the State’s Administrative Apparatus to keep pace with Oman Vision 2040
whose salient features were drawn out by all segments of society in a manner
that responds to His Majesty the Sultan’s aspirations. Under his patronage,
the participants determined the future goals and economic, social and cultural
approaches for a more verdant phase of development.
Regulating Administrative Action:
Royal Decree No. 75/2020 on the State’s Administrative Apparatus constituted a turning point in practicing and regulating administrative action in
the Sultanate of Oman. Its pursuits will shake up the structure by introducing
new mechanisms that contribute to streamlining of procedures, maximizing
beneﬁts from services and ﬁnalizing them in the shortest possible time in a
manner that conforms to Oman Vision 2040.
A strategic approach of Oman Vision 2040 is to accord priority to the development of sustainable governorates and cities by espousing decentralization

as a style of governance mentioned in Article (2) of the above-mentioned
decree, which states that “the State’s Administrative Apparatus consists of
central units like ministries and councils and non-central units like authorities
and public establishments.”
Royal Decree No. 101/2020 on regulating governorates and municipal affairs
will contribute to the establishment of sustainable development, utilization of
resources in the most ideal manner, generating beneﬁts from tourism resources
and heritage landmarks of every governorate and managing municipal utilities.
The Governorates Affairs Council will facilitate coordination among governorates as they practise their respective specialisations and it will follow up the
implementation of developmental projects. It will also assess their performance,
evaluate their budgets and monitor investment of their resources.
Leader Meets People:
His Majesty Sultan Haitham met a number of tribal chiefs (shaikhs) in Dhofar Governorate in the Wilayat of Salalah last September. An aura of dialogue
prevailed in the meeting in a style reminiscent of the late Sultan’s meet-thepeople tradition. His Majesty Sultan Haitham expressed his keenness to meet
citizens, study their needs and listen to their proposals for the development of
their respective wilayats and their views on how to enhance the role of government departments and their services within the country’s comprehensive
development plans.
Apart from the role undertaken by Oman Council, through its bicameral
chambers (State Council and Majlis A’Shura), coupled with the role of municipal councils in promoting development, such face-to-face meetings represent a practical application of Omani Shura (consultation) method—which is
a value derived from the habits and traditions of Omani society.
Royal directives to tackle coronavirus pandemic:
His Majesty the Sultan’s attention to the people crystalized in the way
he tackled coronavirus (Covid-19) pandemic since its outbreak in late 2019
in most countries of the world. His Majesty gave orders to form a Supreme
Committee to ﬁnd scopes to deal with the virus: monitor its spread, follow up
regional and international efforts to limit its impacts and to devise solutions in
accordance with assessment of general health results.
The Supreme Committee, headed by Sayyid Hamoud bin Faisal al-Busaidi,
Minister of Interior, has been on ongoing session and it has embarked on
implementing the Royal directives of His Majesty the Sultan, who presided
over one of its meeting last March. In the meeting, His Majesty pledged the
government’s full support to the Committee. He said that the government “in
its mandate to protect the health of citizens and residents, will spare no effort
in combating the pandemic and curbing its spread.”
“Waqf (Endowment) Fund” to support health services and “Anti-Covid-19 Support Fund” to enhance the Ministry’s efforts:
Meanwhile, an Endowment Fund and an “Anti-Covid-19 Support Fund”
were established as prime movers of public support to the Ministry of Health
in the battle against coronavirus. His Majesty the Sultan himself donated
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RO10 million as a personal contribution to the funds. The Royal gesture reafﬁrms full collaboration between the leader, the government and members of
the public, both citizens and residents, to help eliminate the threat of the virus.
The Supreme Committee tasked with tackling developments resulting from
coronavirus (Covid-19) pandemic took many decisions and espoused precautionary measures to curb the spread of the virus. It imposed partial lockdown
in some governorates and total lockdown in other governorates. It also set up
Command and Control Points, banned nighttime movement, closed mosques,
suspended study in schools and other educational establishments, downsized
workforce at public and private workplaces, activated online work, suspended
some commercial activities and imposed laws and regulations to ensure abidance by preventive procedures and stem the spread of the virus.
Special committee formed to tackle economic impacts of Covid-19:
In view of the heavy toll on the global economy from coronavirus (Covid-19) pandemic and its repercussions that reﬂected in the situation in the Sultanate of Oman, His Majesty Sultan Haitham gave orders to form an economic
committee, an offshoot of the Supreme Covid-19 Control Committee, to deal
with the economic impacts of Covid-19 in the domestic front. Accordingly,
a number of decisions were taken and resulted in the Government’s offering
packages and incentives to private sector establishments and ﬁrms. The steps
included the establishment of an Emergency Loans Programme which offers
assistance to segments of entrepreneurs whose businesses were most severely
stricken by the pandemic.
Foreign Policy
As soon as he assumed power, in his ﬁrst nation address, His Majesty Sultan
Haitham reafﬁrmed the permanent stands of the Sultanate’s of Oman foreign
policy, saying that the Sultanate of Oman advocates peaceful co-existence
among nations, good neighborliness and non-interference in the internal affairs of other countries. His Majesty the Sultan also stressed that he would
follow the footsteps of the late Sultan Qaboos Bin Said bin Taimour.
In his speech, His Majesty the Sultan said, “We shall trace the course of
the late Sultan, reafﬁrming the fundamentals of our country’s foreign policy
based on peaceful co-existence with nations, good neighborliness, non-interference in the internal affairs of others, respect for countries’ sovereignty and
international cooperation in various spheres.”
This stance was reafﬁrmed by the Sultanate’s of Oman Government last
September in a speech delivered by Foreign Minister Sayyid Badr bin Hamad
al-Busaidi before the 75th general assembly of the United Nations. Sayyid
Badr said, “His Majesty the Sultan has reafﬁrmed beyond any doubt that the
Sultanate of Oman will continue the prudent policy set by the late His Majesty
Sultan Qaboos Bin Said Bin Taimour, Founder of Oman’s Modern Renaissance and architect of its foreign policy and its international relations over the
past 50 years.”
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