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Symposium gathers experts, tackles
‘experimentation in Kuwaiti theater’
‘Efforts of youth remain hope for return of brilliance’
KUWAIT CITY, Dec 5, (KUNA): The intellectual symposium ‘Experimentation in Kuwaiti theater’ discussed on Saturday the issue of experimentation in the local text and the
directing vision of theater within the activities of the 21st session of the Kuwait Theater Festival at Dasma Theater.
The symposium included two axes, the ﬁrst ‘experimentation in theatrical
text’ and was delivered by the Professor of Criticism and Dramatic Literature,
the Secretary General of the Writers Association, Dr. Khaled Ramadan.
Dr. Ramadan said that the theatrical movement started in Kuwait from the school,

whether from the Ahmadiyya or Mubarakiya schools. It is natural that the texts presented are commensurate with the nature of the school climate and the capabilities of
the teachers who write the texts.
He added that the texts were simple and direct, focusing on the heroes of Arab history and the bright moments in this history, and they include preaching and rhetoric,
and this applies to most of what is presented on the school stage, as Arab and Islamic
history is the main subject of this theatrical work .
He stated that at the present time there is an almost common feature between the
texts written by young people to participate in festivals.
He stressed that the idea is the basis for writing the text without focusing on how
events are built, and the important thing is that the dialogue be strange, regardless of its
linguistic and stylistic integrity, as well
as the tendency to ambiguity that sometimes causes the audience to be unable to
understand what is going on in the show
and not reach the writer’s vision.
He considered that the efforts of
young people in theatrical writing remain the hope for the return of brilliance
and excellence to the theatrical movement in Kuwait.
For his part, former Dean of the Higher
Institute of Dramatic Arts, Dr. Mohamed
Mubarak, said that experimentation was
reﬂected in popular plays, which were
produced by artists whose goal was to
build the foundations of Kuwaiti theater
based on the afﬁrmation of the Kuwaiti
identity, which was expressed by the
popular play with a colloquial dialect
and its themes that were often derived
from the contemporary Kuwaiti environment of their time.
He referred to another title or current
represented by the Arab play in Kuwait,
which makes it an inseparable title for
the experience of Kuwaiti theater, which
was originally launched from school and
Arabic as a language and source.

Kuwaiti Red Crescent Society volunteers in a group photo.
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Culture of volunteering prevalent globally: KRCS
ciation and its keenness to volunteer
regionally and internationally in providing relief, health and educational
services.
He explained that the responsibility of the association’s volunteers was
great in the midst of the Corona pandemic, as they were found in quarantine and vaccination centers, and they
also contributed to distributing aid to
needy families and workers, in addition to their presence during the air
and land evacuation plan for Kuwaitis
around the world and their return to the
country.
He expressed his deep thanks to
all volunteers in humanitarian work,
stressing the association’s keenness to
attract and train school and university
students and various components of
society, including citizens and resi-
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KUWAIT CITY, Dec 5, (KUNA): The
Kuwait Red Crescent Society afﬁrmed
that the culture of volunteering has become prevalent globally and has been
adopted by the State of Kuwait as an
approach through humanitarian and
voluntary actions and initiatives contributed by the Kuwaiti society.
Deputy Chairman of the Society’s
Board of Directors, Anwar Al-Hasawi,
told Kuwait News Agency (KUNA)
on the occasion of the International
Volunteer Day, which falls on Sunday,
that volunteer work is one of the main
pillars of the work of various international organizations, especially the
Kuwait Red Crescent, which is concerned with providing humanitarian
work in various crises and disasters.
Al-Hasawi added that this occasion
coincides with the efforts of the asso-
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dents, wishing to volunteer.
Al-Hasawi said that the volunteers
in the association are subject to many
different activities and programs in
the ﬁeld of ﬁrst aid and dealing with
disasters and humanitarian crises, in
addition to spreading awareness of the
importance of volunteering.
He stated that the association was
keen to build a wide base of volunteers
in all ﬁelds in general to serve the community, especially that the Kuwaiti
Red Crescent is one of the prominent
institutions in attracting volunteers and
engaging them in activities that support the community at various social,
cultural, health and relief levels.
It is noteworthy that the ﬁfth of December every year marks International
Volunteer Day, which has been declared
by the United Nations since 1985.

He stressed that experimentation in its
beginnings was associated with the beginnings of the popular theatrical movement
led by the pioneering artist, the late Muhammad Al-Nashmi in the ﬁfties of the
last century. In turn, Assistant Professor
at the Directing and Acting Department at
the Higher Institute of Dramatic Arts, director Dr. Abdullah Al-Aber, spoke about
‘directing vision’, saying that the concept
of experimental theater is linked and overlapped with many human sciences.
He believed that the theater, since
its inception, had a tendency to experiment in methods of expression in order
to present new ideas in ways that cope
with the changes that occur in society
and to develop communication beyond
traditional boundaries.
He said, “There is no doubt that this
development led directly to creating new
horizons for playwrights by discovering
new ways, tools and possibilities in creative embodiment and artistic creation.”
He added that when the theater was
printed in an experimental nature, the
director began to form the vocabulary of
the theatrical performance on the stage,
according to new formulations in line
with the act of experimentation, and the
director began to propose a new form for
theatrical performance
For his part, the director Faisal AlAmiri said that experimentation in the
theater belongs to the director, as the theatrical text remains a self-contained text,
but the director is the one who experiments in the text and puts forth directive
solutions and additional ideas in order to
see the theatrical work in an optimal way.
It is noteworthy that the 21st Kuwait
Theater Festival was launched on the
ﬁrst of this December under the patronage of the Minister of Information and
Culture, Minister of State for Youth
Affairs and Chairman of the National
Council for Culture, Arts and Letters
Abdul Rahman Al-Mutairi.
The festival, which will run until December 10, includes a competition of 8
theatrical performances, followed by
a dialogue session, in addition to three
cultural and artistic workshops dealing
with purposeful aspects in the basics of
theatrical professions.

TGS features educationist John Price
One of Kuwait’s leading educationists, John Price is the Principal of
one of Kuwait’s prominent international schools -Kuwait English
School. Having worked in Kuwait
for almost four decades, Mr Price
has touched countless lives and
built a legacy through his students
who are in different parts of the
world.
On The Guest Show (TGS), he
speaks to Chaitali B Roy of his
years in Kuwait, his association with
Kuwait and his school, of the evolution of KES into an institution that
embraced the use of IT in learning,
of his life with the inimitable Alison

Shan Price , MBE, one of Kuwait’s
most loved theatre personalities, of
the Cultural Season the school has
launched this year to take the edge
off the doom and gloom of the past
almost two years.
The Cultural Season 2021-22
is made up of Four Festivals, The
Cultural Festival , The Winter Literary Festival, The Arabic Festival
and The Summer Arts Festival.
Together, the Festivals aim at celebrating diversity and empowering
students to take their rightful place
as global citizens.
All that and a lot more on The
Guest Show this Thursday .
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