ARAB TIMES, TUESDAY, JUNE 23, 2020

MIDEAST

5

This satellite image taken May 28, 2020, shows the Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam on the Blue Nile river in the Benishangul-Gumuz region of Ethiopia. In an interview with the Associated Press on June 19, Ethiopia’s Foreign
Minister Gedu Andargachew declared that his country will go ahead and start ﬁlling the $4.6 billion grand Ethiopian Renaissance dam next month, even without an agreement with Egypt and Sudan. (AP)

Threat to international peace
News in Brief
PESHAWAR, Pakistan: Suspected militants ambushed a Pakistani
army vehicle in a former Taleban
and al-Qaeda stronghold near the
Afghanistan border, triggering a
shootout that killed two soldiers, the
army said Sunday.
It said two soldiers were also
wounded in Saturday night’s attack
near the border village of Ghariom in
North Waziristan and that troops retaliated and killed one of the attackers
in an ensuing exchange of ﬁre. (AP)

Egypt wants UN to avert unilateral dam fill
CAIRO, June 22, (AP): Egypt wants the United Nations Security Council to “undertake its responsibilities” and prevent
Ethiopia from starting to ﬁll its massive, newly built hydroelectric dam on the Blue Nile next month without an agreement, Egyptian Foreign Minister Sameh Shukry told The
Associated Press on Sunday, accusing Ethiopian ofﬁcials of
stoking antagonism between the countries.
Ethiopia announced Friday that it would begin ﬁlling the
dam’s reservoir in July even after the latest round of talks
with Egypt and Sudan failed last week to reach an accord
governing how the dam will be ﬁlled and operated.
Egypt formally asked the Security Council to intervene in
a letter the same day.
“The responsibility of the Security Council is to address a
pertinent threat to international peace and security, and certainly the unilateral actions by Ethiopia in this regard would constitute such a threat,” Shukry said in an interview with the AP.
Filling the Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam would potentially bring the years-long dispute between Egypt, Sudan
and Ethiopia over the $4.6 billion mega-project to a critical
juncture. Ethiopia said the electricity that will be generated
by the dam is a crucial lifeline to bring millions out of poverty. With the start of the rainy season in July bringing more
water to the Blue Nile, the Nile’s main tributary, Ethiopia
wants to start ﬁlling the reservoir.
Egypt, which relies on the Nile for more than 90 percent
of its water supplies, fears a devastating impact if the dam is

operated without taking its needs into account. Sudan, which
also largely depends on the Nile for water, has been caught
between the competing interests.
The United States earlier this year tried to broker a deal,
but Ethiopia did not attend the signing meeting in February
and accused the Trump administration of siding with Egypt.
Last week, the US National Security Council tweeted that
“257 million people in east Africa are relying on Ethiopia to
show strong leadership, which means striking a fair deal.”
Shukry warned that ﬁlling the reservoir without an accord
would violate the 2015 declaration of principles governing
their talks – and rule out a return to negotiations.
“We are not seeking any coercive action by the Security
Council,” he said. In a three-page letter to the council, Egypt
asked it to call Ethiopia back into talks for a “fair and balanced solution” and to urge it refrain from unilateral acts,
warning that ﬁlling the dam without a deal “constitutes a
clear and present danger to Egypt” with repercussions that
“threaten international peace and security.”
Hanging over the dispute has been the fear it could escalate
into military conﬂict, especially as Egypt – facing what it calls
an existential threat – repeatedly hits dead ends in its attempt to
strike a deal. Commentators in Egypt’s pro-government media
have often called for action to stop Ethiopia. One commentator, Moustafa al-Saeed said in a Facebook post that starting to
ﬁll the reservoir would be a “declaration of war” and urged the
government to block Ethiopian trafﬁc through the Suez Canal.

Germany arrest torture suspect
BERLIN, June 22, (AP): A Syrian man accused of torturing an inmate while working
as a doctor at a prison run by military intelligence in his homeland has been arrested
in Germany, prosecutors said Monday.
The suspect, identiﬁed only as Alaa M.
in line with German privacy rules, was
arrested in the central state of Hesse on
Friday, federal prosecutors said. He is
suspected of bodily harm and committing
a crime against humanity.
The case relates to M.’s alleged actions
at a prison in the Syrian city of Homs in
late 2011, when a doctor was called as
a man arrested for taking part in a demonstration suffered an epileptic ﬁt after
being tortured, according to a statement
from prosecutors.
The suspect beat the man with a plastic
pipe and then kicked him after he fell to
the ground, they said. After the victim’s
condition worsened the following day,

the suspect is accused of joining another
prison doctor in beating the man again
until he lost consciousness.
The victim was put in a blanket and
carried away by prison guards. He later
died, although the cause is unclear, prosecutors said.
The suspect left Syria in 2015 and
came to Germany, where he has practised
as a doctor.
Alaa M.’s arrest comes as two former
members of Syria’s secret police are being tried at a court in the German citizen
of Koblenz, accused of crimes against humanity for their role in a government-run
detention center where thousands of opposition protesters were tortured.
Those proceedings, the ﬁrst war crimes
trial outside Syria linked to the country’s
years-long conﬂict, have been described as
a pivotal moment in the effort to bring Syrian ofﬁcials accused of crimes to justice.

