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Bid to retake city of Sirte

Egypt to vote on troops to Libya

Iraqi Foreign Minister Fuad Hussein, (right), meets with visiting Iranian counterpart Mohammad Javad Zarif in
Baghdad, Iraq, Sunday, July 19. (AP)

Tehran-Baghdad ties
won’t be shaken: Zarif
Court halts death sentence
BAGHDAD, July 20, (AP):
Iran’s foreign minister
on Sunday stressed that
Iran-Iraq relations would
not be “shaken” ahead of
the Iraqi prime minister’s
planned visit this week to
Saudi Arabia, Iran’s regional rival.
Several hours after Mohammad
Javad Zarif landed in Baghdad,
three mortars struck near the U.S.
Embassy in the heavily fortiﬁed
Green Zone without causing any
losses, according two security ofﬁcials. The Green Zone is the seat
of Iraq’s government and home to
many foreign embassies. The ofﬁcials spoke on condition of anonymity in line with regulations.
Zarif’s visit to Iraq was the ﬁrst
since the American assassination of
top Iranian Gen. Qassim Soleimani
outside Baghdad’s international airport in January. The drone strike
catapulted Iraq to the brink of a U.S.Iran proxy war that could have destabilized the Middle East.
The visit also came as the Iraqi
government tussles with Iran-backed
militia groups, some of which have
become increasingly difﬁcult to
control in the absence of Soleimani
and senior Iranian militia leader Abu
Mahdi al-Muhandis, who was also
killed in the strike. In late June, Iraq
raided the headquarters of the Iranbacked group Kataib Hezbollah over
a spate of rocket and mortar attacks
targeting the US installations in Iraq.
Most of the ﬁghters were later released.
Facing near-weekly rocket attacks,
the US Embassy recently installed
C-RAM defense systems. It was unclear if the system was operational
during the attack Sunday afternoon.
The daytime attack was unusual;
most have occurred after nightfall.
The U.S. has blamed Kataib Hezbollah for previous attacks.
Upon his arrival, Zarif paid a
visit to the site where Soleimani was
killed, saying “Iran-Iraq relations
will not be shaken” despite the general’s death, which Zarif called “a
major loss” in the ﬁght against the
Islamic State group. Soleimani led
Iran’s expeditionary Quds Force and
was the architect of its regional military activities.
The Iranian minister met with
Iraqi Prime Minister Mustafa al-Kadhimi, a day before the premier was
set to ﬂy to Riyadh, then to Tehran
on Tuesday.
“Iraq seeks to assert its balanced
and positive role in making peace and
progress in the region,” al-Kadhimi
tweeted during the meeting with Zarif.
Al-Kadhimi’s advisors said his
visit to Riyadh seeks to open new
avenues for economic cooperation,
while also enhancing Iraq’s potential
to be a regional mediator. But here,
al-Kadhimi walks a ﬁne line.
Both the US and Saudi Arabia
accept Iraq playing the role of intermediary, said Hisham Daoud, the
premier’s advisor. “The Gulf and
the Americans want Iraq to have its
sovereignty, and to them this means
distance from Iran.”
Iran, meanwhile, “wants Iraq to be
a messenger, but this will not be acceptable to Iraq and to al-Kadhimi,”
he said.
Iraq’s Foreign Minister Fuad Hussein said he and Zarif “stressed that
we want balanced relations with
all neighboring countries, based on
Iraqi interests, mutual interests and
non-interference in internal affairs.”
“We stressed the necessity of
keeping the region and Iraq out from
international tensions and protecting
Iraqi sovereignty,” Hussein told reporters after their meeting.
The two diplomats discussed
trade, as border points were recently

reopened and fortiﬁed with additional security forces in line with reform
plans devised by Iraq’s government.
Talks encompassed energy and investment, with Iraq relying heavily
on Iranian gas and electricity imports to meet power demands.
“Iran has good relations with Iraq
on the energy level and will continue to,” said Zarif. “There are many
agreements with Iraq that will be activated.”
Meanwhile, Iran suspended the
execution of three young men who
participated in a November protest
after the country’s Supreme Court
decided to review their case, state
TV reported on Sunday.
An appeals court had upheld their
death sentence over leading riots,
committing robbery and sending
video of their activities to foreign
media. But lawyers for the three expressed hope that a new review of
the case would lead to a “nulliﬁcation” of the death sentence.
If the Supreme Court agrees, Iranian law allows those convicted to
appeal again even after an appeals
court has upheld the original verdict.
The death sentence identiﬁes the
three as Amir Hossein Moradi, Mohammad Rajabi and Saeed Tamjidi.
Their case has prompted an outcry in
the country and a popular hashtag for
stopping the implementation of their
death sentence topped Iran’s Twitter
trends and had been retweeted more
than 4 million times.
Protests swept across the country
last November fueled by anger over
the country’s anemic economy. Amnesty International reported that at
least 300 people were killed in the
unrest, many shot dead by security
forces, and thousands were detained.
The demonstrations showed the
widespread economic discontent
gripping Iran since May 2018, when
President Donald Trump imposed
crushing sanctions after unilaterally
withdrawing the United States from
the nuclear deal that Tehran struck
with world powers. That decision led
to Iran beginning to break limits of
the deal, as well as a series of attacks
across the Mideast that America has
blamed on Tehran.
In another development, Iran has
sent the black box from the Ukrainian passenger jet that its armed forces
mistakenly shot down in January to
France for reading, an Iranian semiofﬁcial news agency said Saturday.
Iran accidentally shot down the
Boeing 737-800, killing all 176 people aboard, after mistaking it for an
incoming missile.
Iranian armed forces had been
bracing for a counterattack after
launching missiles at US bases in Iraq
in response to the killing of its top
commander, Gen Qassim Soleimani,
in a US strike earlier in January.
ILNA’s report quotes Mohsen
Baharvand, an aide to Iran’s foreign
minister, as saying the downed jet’s
black box was transported to Paris
on Friday, accompanied by Iranian
civil aviation and judicial ofﬁcials.
Baharvand also said the black box
will be read in Paris on Monday.
Iran has been in intense negotiations with Ukraine, Canada and other nations that had citizens aboard
the downed plane, and who have
demanded a thorough investigation
into the incident.
Iran initially blamed the crash
on technical problems and only
acknowledged shooting down the
plane days later.
The report did not elaborate on
why Iran sent the black box to France.
Boeing is an American company and
Iranian experts needed a converter to
recover data from the box, but the US
opposed providing it to Iran.
President Donald Trump re-imposed sweeping sanctions on Iran
after withdrawing the US from Tehran’s nuclear deal with world powers
over two years ago.

In Brief
RIYADH: Saudi Arabia reported on
Sunday 39 additional COVID-19
deaths, along with 2,504 new cases.
Saudi Ministry of Health said
in a daily report that the death toll
increased to 2,486 deaths and the
overall infections were 250,920
cases.
Recovery cases amounted to
197,735 after recording 3,517 people. (KUNA)
❑
❑
❑

DOHA: Coronavirus took the lives
of three people in Qatar Sunday,
while 340 more tested positive.
Deaths climbed up to 157 cases,
meanwhile the infections tally
moved up to 106,648 cases, Qatari
Ministry of Health stated.
It also reported that recovery
cases were counted 354 reaching
103,377. (KUNA)
❑
❑
❑

MANAMA: Bahrain’s Ministry of
Health recorded on Sunday one
COVID-19 death, adding up the
death toll to 125, in addition to 531
infections.
The ministry said in a statement
that the death was a non-citizen
person.
Recovered cases amounted to
31,765 cases after registering 577,
with 4,114 active cases. (KUNA)
❑
❑
❑
BAGHDAD: Iraqi Ministry of
Health declared on Sunday recording 90 new deaths and 2,310 new
infection cases with the novel coronavirus.
Toll of contaminations with the
germ climbed to 92,530 in addition
to total deaths at 3,781, the minstry
said in a statement.
It said total count of recoveries
amounted to 60,528. (KUNA)
❑
❑
❑
CAIRO: Egypt on Sunday reported
603 new COVID-19 infections and
51 fatalities.
In a statement, the health ministry’ spokesman Dr. Khaled Mejahid said that 512 people recovered
from the virus, bringing the total of
recoveries to 28,380.
He also pointed out that the virus
death toll reached 4,302 and the infections surged to 87,775. (KUNA)
❑
❑
❑
RAMALLAH: The Palestinian
Ministry of Health announced Sunday that three people succumbed
to the novel coronavirus (COVID-19), taking to 65 the death toll
in Palestine.
The three fatalities were located
in the West Bank governorate of
Al-Khalil (Hebron), according to a
statement from the ministry.
The infections went up by 465
to 10,052 over the last 24 hours, it
added. (KUNA)
❑
❑
❑
RABAT: The Moroccan Ministry
of Health on Sunday announced
that 221 new people were infected
with the novel coronavirus cases
and four patients succumbed to it
in the last 24 hours.
The total infections and fatalities
hit 17,236 and 273 respectively,
Hind al-Zein, head of the ministry’s epidemiology department,
said in the daily news brieﬁng.
The number of recoveries rose
to 14,921, including 301 ones during the last 24 hours, she noted.
The ratio of patients recovered
from the virus rose to about 86.6
percent, she indicated. (KUNA)
❑
❑
❑
ADEN: Yemen’s higher committee against the novel coronavirus
has recorded 25 new infections
with Covid-19 over the past 24
hours, bringing the caseload to
1,606.
Hadhramaut has been the hardest hit governorate with 23 cases
being conﬁrmed in a single day, the
committee said in a press release
Sunday evening
Two more fatalities from the
illness took the country’s death
toll to 445, while recoveries
went up by 11 to 712, it added.
(KUNA)

CAIRO, July 20, (AP): Egypt’s parliament is to vote Monday to authorize
the president to deploy troops to neighboring Libya if Turkey-backed forces
there, allied with the UN-supported
government in Tripoli, move to retake
the strategic coastal city of Sirte.
An Egyptian intervention would further destabilize oil-rich Libya, and put
two US allies – Turkey and Egypt – in
possible direct confrontation.
The vote was initially scheduled for
Sunday but was moved to Monday in a
closed session, according to lawmaker
Mustafa Bakry. The House of Representative, packed with supporters
of President Abdel-Fattah el-Sissi, is
highly likely to vote in favor of sending troops to Libya.
Libya was plunged into chaos when
a NATO-backed uprising in 2011 toppled longtime dictator Moammar Gadhaﬁ who was later killed. The country is
now split between a government in the
east, allied with military commander
Khalifa Hifter, and one in Tripoli, in the
west, supported by the United Nations.
The conﬂict has escalated into a

regional proxy war fueled by foreign
powers pouring weapons and mercenaries into the country.
Egypt has been backing the estbased Libyan forces in the conﬂict
while Turkey backs the forces in the
capital, Tripoli, in the west. Egypt’s
president warned in June that any attack on Sirte or the inland Jufra air
would prompt Cairo to intervene militarily, allegedly to protect its western
border with Libya.
Along with Egypt, Hifter is also
backed by the United Arab Emirates
and Russia, while the in addition to
Turkey, the Tripoli forces are aided by
Qatar and Italy. The US has grown increasingly concerned about Moscow’s
growing inﬂuence in Libya, where
hundreds of Russian mercenaries have
backed an attempt by Hifter’s forces to
capture Tripoli.
Egypt’s state-run al-Ahram daily
reported on Sunday that the vote in
Parliament was intended to mandate
el-Sissi to “intervene militarily in Libya to help defend the western neighbor
against Turkish aggression.”

Last week, el-Sissi hosted dozens of
tribal leaders loyal to Hifter in Cairo,
where he repeated that Egypt will “not
stand idly by in the face of moves that
pose a direct threat to security.”
Libya’s east-based parliament also
urged el-Sissi to send troops.
Hifter’s forces launched an offensive
to take Tripoli from the UN-supported
government in April last year but their
campaign – which had stalemated after
reaching the outskirts of the Libyan
capital – suffered a blow last month
when the Tripoli-allied forces, with
Turkish support, pushed them back and
gained the upper hand in the ﬁghting.
The Tripoli forces retook the capital’s airport, all main entrance and exit
points to the city and a string of key
towns in the region. They pushed on
eastward, vowing to also retake Sirte,
which Hifter took earlier this year.
Capturing the city, Gadhaﬁ’s birthplace, would open the door for the
Turkish-backed forces to advance
even farther eastward and potentially
take vital oil installations, terminals
and ﬁelds now under Hifter’s control.

