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US intel warns about threat of foreign interference

‘Russia acting against Biden, China opposes Trump’
WASHINGTON, AUG 8, (AP): US
intelligence ofﬁcials believe that Russia
is using a variety of measures to denigrate Democratic presidential candidate
Joe Biden ahead of the November election and that individuals linked to the
Kremlin are boosting President Donald
Trump’s reelection bid, the country’s
counterintelligence chief said in the
most speciﬁc warning to date about the
threat of foreign interference.
US ofﬁcials also believe China does
not want Trump to
win a second term
and has accelerated
its criticism of the
White House, expanding its efforts
to shape public policy in America and
to pressure political
ﬁgures seen as opposed to Beijing’s
interests.
The statement
Trump
Friday from William Evanina is believed to be the most
pointed declaration by the US intelligence community linking the Kremlin
to efforts to get Trump reelected – a
sensitive subject for a president who has
rejected intelligence agency assessments
that Russia tried to help him in 2016. It
also connects Moscow’s disapproval
of Biden to his role as vice president
in shaping Obama administration policies supporting Ukraine, an important
US ally, and opposing Russian leader
Vladimir Putin.
Asked about the intelligence assessment Friday evening in Bedminster,
New Jersey, Trump appeared to dispute
the idea that Russia was disparaging
Biden. “I think the last person Russia
wants to see in ofﬁce is Donald Trump
because nobody has been tougher on
Russia than I have - ever,” he said.
But the president seemed to agree
with the intelligence indicating China
didn’t want him reelected. “If Joe Biden
was president, China would own our
country,” he said.
Evanina’s statement, three months before the election, comes amid criticism
from House Speaker Nancy Pelosi and
other congressional Democrats that the
intelligence community has been withholding from the public speciﬁc intelligence information about the threat of

foreign interference in American politics.
“The facts are chilling,” Sen. Richard Blumenthal, D-Conn., wrote in an
op-ed published Friday evening in The
Washington Post. “I believe the American public needs and deserves to know
them. The information should be declassiﬁed immediately.”
The latest intelligence assessment
reﬂects concerns not only about Russia
but China and Iran as well, warning that
hostile foreign actors may seek to compromise election infrastructure, interfere
with the voting process or call into question voting results. Despite those efforts,
ofﬁcials see it as unlikely that anyone
could manipulate voting results in any
sweeping way, Evanina said.
“Many foreign actors have a preference for who wins the election, which
they express through a range of overt
and private statements; covert inﬂuence
efforts are rarer,” said Evanina, director
of the National Counterintelligence and
Security Center. “We are primarily concerned about the ongoing and potential
activity by China, Russia and Iran.”
Concerns about election interference
are especially acute following a wideranging effort by Russia to meddle in
the 2016 election on Trump’s behalf
through both the hacking of Democratic
emails and a covert social media campaign aimed at sowing discord among
US voters. Trump has routinely resisted
the idea that the Kremlin favored him
in 2016, but the intelligence assessment
released Friday indicates that unnamed
Kremlin-linked actors are again working
to boost his candidacy on social media
and Russian television.
The White House reacted to Friday’s
news with a statement saying “the United States will not tolerate foreign interference in our electoral processes and
will respond to malicious foreign threats
that target our democratic institutions.”
Tony Blinken, a senior adviser to
Biden’s campaign, responded that
Trump “has publicly and repeatedly
invited, emboldened, and even tried to
coerce foreign interference in American elections. ... Joe Biden, on the other
hand, has led the ﬁght against foreign
interference for years.”
Democrats in Congress who have
participated in recent classiﬁed brieﬁngs
on election interference have expressed

Trump may likely issue executive orders

Virus aid talks collapse; no help for jobless now
WASHINGTON, Aug 8, (AP): A lastditch effort by Democrats to revive
Capitol Hill talks on vital COVID-19
rescue money collapsed in disappointment at week’s end, making it
increasingly likely that Washington
gridlock will mean more hardship for
millions of people who are losing enhanced jobless beneﬁts and further
damage for an economy pummeled
by the still-raging coronavirus.
President Donald Trump said Friday night he was likely to issue more
limited executive orders related to
COVID, perhaps in the next day or
so, if he can’t reach a broad agreement with Congress.
The day’s negotiations at the Capitol added up to only “a disappointing
meeting,” declared top Senate Democrat Chuck Schumer, saying the
White House had rejected an offer by
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi to curb
Democratic demands by about $1
trillion. He urged the White House to
“negotiate with Democrats and meet
us in the middle. Don’t say it’s your
way or no way.”

Treasury
Secretary
Steven
Mnuchin said, “Unfortunately we
did not make any progress today.”
Republicans said Pelosi was relying
on budget maneuvers to curb costs
and contended she has overplayed
her hand.
Often an impasse in Washington
is of little consequence for the public – not so this time. It means longer
and perhaps permanent expiration of
a $600 per-week bonus pandemic
jobless beneﬁt that’s kept millions
of people from falling into poverty. It
denies more than $100 billion to help
schools reopen this fall.
It blocks additional funding for virus testing as cases are surging this
summer. And it denies billions of dollars to state and local governments
considering furloughs as their revenue craters.
Ahead is uncertainty. Both the
House and Senate have left Washington, with members sent home on
instructions to be ready to return for a
vote on an agreement. With no deal
in sight, their absence raises the pos-

sibility of a prolonged stalemate that
stretches well into August and even
September.
Speaking from his New Jersey golf
club Friday evening, Trump said “if
Democrats continue to hold this critical relief hostage I will act under my
authority as president to get Americans the relief they need.”
Trump said he may issue executive orders on home evictions, student loan debt and allowing states to
repurpose COVID relief funding into
their unemployment insurance programs. He also said he’ll likely issue
an executive order to defer collection
of Social Security payroll taxes, an
idea that has less support among his
Republican allies.
White House Chief of Staff Mark
Meadows said, “This is not a perfect
answer – we’ll be the ﬁrst ones to say
that – but it is all that we can do, and
all the president can do within the
conﬁnes of his executive power.”
Friday’s Capitol Hill session followed a combative meeting Thursday evening that for the ﬁrst time cast

real doubt on the ability of the Trump
administration and Democrats to
come together on a ﬁfth COVID-19
response bill. Pelosi summoned
Mnuchin and Meadows in hopes of
breathing life into the negotiations,
which have been characterized by
frustration and intransigence on both
sides - particularly on top issues
such as extending the bonus jobless
beneﬁt that expired last week.
Pelosi declared the talks all but
dead until Meadows and Mnuchin
give ground.
“I’ve told them ‘come back when
you are ready to give us a higher
number,’” she said.
The breakdown in the negotiations
is particularly distressing for schools,
which have been counting on billions
of dollars from Washington to help
with the costs of reopening. But other
priorities are also languishing, including a fresh round of $1,200 direct
payments to most people, a cash
infusion for the struggling Postal Service and money to help states hold
elections in November.

alarm at what they have heard. They
have urged the US intelligence community to make public some of their concerns in part to avoid a repeat of 2016,
when Obama administration ofﬁcials
were seen as slow and overly deliberate
in their public discussion of active Russian measures in that year’s election.
Pelosi and Intelligence Committee
Chairman Adam Schiff, both California
Democrats, said Friday that they were
“pleased that Mr. Evanina heeded our
call to make additional details public
about Russia’s malign interference campaign.” But they also criticized him for
naming Iran and China “as equal threats
to our democratic elections.”
When it comes to RUSa, US ofﬁcials
assess that it is working to “denigrate”
Biden and what it sees as an anti-Russia
“establishment” among his supporters,
Evanina said. US ofﬁcials believe that

tracks Moscow’s criticism of Biden
when he was vice president for his role
in Ukraine policies and his support of
opposition to Putin inside RUSa.
The US statement called out by name
Andrii Derkach, a pro-Russia Ukrainian
lawmaker who has been active in leveling unsubstantiated corruption allegations against Biden and his son Hunter,
who used to sit on the board of Burisma,
an Ukrainian natural gas company. That
effort has included publicizing leaked
phone calls.
Democrats, including members of the
Senate intelligence panel, have voiced
concerns that an ongoing Republican
probe into Hunter Biden and his work in
Ukraine would parallel Russian efforts
and amplify Russian disinformation. That
investigation is being led by Sen. Ron
Johnson of Wisconsin, the chairman of
Senate Homeland Security and Govern-

mental Affairs committee. He has denied
any wrongdoing. Though US ofﬁcials
allege that China has its own preference,
Friday’s statement did not directly accuse
Beijing of election interference or taking
action to prop up Biden.
Instead, the statement said, China
views Trump as “unpredictable” and
does not want to see him win reelection.
China has been expanding its inﬂuence
efforts ahead of the November election
in an effort to shape US policy and pressure political ﬁgures it sees as against
Beijing.
The Trump administration’s relationship with Beijing has taken a starkly
more adversarial tone in recent weeks,
including the closure of China’s consulate in Houston and an executive order
Thursday that banned dealings with the
Chinese owners of consumer apps TikTok and WeChat,

“Although China will continue to
weigh the risks and beneﬁts of aggressive action, its public rhetoric over the
past few months has grown increasingly
critical of the current Administration’s
COVID-19 response, closure of China’s
Houston Consulate, and actions on other
issues,” the statement said.
The top foreign policy adviser of
China’s ruling Communist Party, Yang
Jiechi, said Friday that “China has no interest in meddling in
US domestic politics.”
On Iran, the assessment said Tehran
seeks to undermine US democratic institutions as well as Trump and divide
America before the election.
“Iran’s efforts along these lines probably will focus on online inﬂuence, such
as spreading disinformation on social
media and recirculating anti-US content,” Evanina wrote.

