ARAB TIMES, MONDAY, MAY 20, 2019

INTERNATIONAL

9

World News Roundup
Politics
‘Special role’

Carter finds
renaissance
ATLANTA, May 19, (AP): Former
President Jimmy Carter carved an
unlikely path to the White House in
1976 and endured humbling defeat
after one term. Now, six administrations later, the longest-living chief
executive in American history is reemerging from political obscurity at
age 94 to win over his fellow Democrats once again.
A peanut farmer turned politician
then worldwide
humanitarian,
Carter is taking on
a special role as
several Democratic candidates look
to his family-run
campaign after the
Watergate scandal
as the road map for
toppling President
Donald Trump in
2020.
Carter
“Jimmy Carter
is a decent, well-meaning person,
someone who people are talking
about again given the time that we are
in,” Minnesota Sen Amy Klobuchar
said in an interview. “He won because he worked so hard, and he had a
message of truth and honesty. I think
about him all the time.”
Hopefuls
Klobuchar is one of at least three
presidential hopefuls who’ve ventured to the tiny town of Plains, Georgia, to meet with Carter and his wife,
Rosalynn, who is 91. New Jersey Sen
Cory Booker and Mayor Pete Buttigieg of South Bend, Indiana, also
have visited with the Carters, including attending the former president’s
Sunday School lesson in Plains.
Carter had planned to teach at Maranatha Baptist Church again Sunday,
but he is still recuperating at home days
after hip replacement surgery following
a fall as he was preparing for a turkey
hunt. “An extraordinary person,” Buttigieg told reporters after meeting Carter. “A guiding light and inspiration,”
Booker said in a statement. Klobuchar
has attended Carter’s church lesson, as
well, and says she emails with him occasionally. “He signs them ‘JC’,” she
said with a laugh.
It’s quite a turnabout for a man who
largely receded from party politics after his presidency, often without being
missed by his party’s leaders in Washington, where he was an outsider even
as a White House resident.
To be sure, more 2020 candidates
have quietly sought counsel from
Trump’s predecessor, former president
Barack Obama. Several have talked
with former president Bill Clinton, who
left ofﬁce in 2001. But those huddles
have been more hush-hush, disclosed
through aides dishing anonymously.
Sessions with Carter, on the other hand,
are trumpeted on social media and discussed freely, suggesting an appeal that
Obama and Clinton may not have.
Popular
Unlike Clinton, impeached after
an affair with a White House intern,
Carter has no #MeToo demerits; he
and Rosalynn, married since the end
of World War II, didn’t even like to
dance with other people at state dinners. And unlike Obama, popular
among Democrats but polarizing for
conservatives and GOP-leaning independents, Carter is difﬁcult to deﬁne
by current political fault lines.
He’s an outspoken evangelical
Christian who criticizes Trump’s serial
falsehoods, yet praises Trump for attempting a relationship with North Korean leader Kim Jong Un. Carter touts
his own personal relationship with Russian President Vladimir Putin, another
Trump favorite. “I have his email address,” Carter said last September.
For years, Carter has irked the foreign policy establishment with forthright criticism of Israel and its treatment of Palestinians.
He conﬁrms that he voted for Vermont Sen Bernie Sanders, a democratic socialist, over Hillary Clinton
in Georgia’s 2016 presidential primary. In 2017, Carter welcomed Sanders, who’s running again this year,
to the Carter Center for a program in
which the two men lambasted money
in politics. Carter called the United
States “an oligarchy”.
Yet Carter has since warned Democrats against “too liberal a program,”
lest they ensure Trump’s re-election.
Klobuchar credited Carter with being “ahead of his time” on several issues, including the environment and
climate change (he put solar panels
on the White House), health care (a
major step toward universal coverage
failed mostly because party liberals
thought it didn’t go far enough) and
government streamlining (an effort
that angered some Democrats at the
time). But she also alluded to how
his presidency ended: a landslide loss
after gas lines, inﬂation-then-unemployment, and a 14-month-long hostage crisis in Iran. “Their administration was not perfect,” she said.
It’s enough of an enigma that Carter
is the only living president not to draw
Trump’s ire or mockery, even if Republicans have lambasted Carter for decades as a liberal incompetent. Trump
and Carter chatted by phone earlier this
spring after Carter sent Trump a letter
on China and trade. Both men said they
had an amiable conversation.

Wesley Mantooth lifts a wooden chair out a window of the home of his father, Robert, in Abilene, Texas on May 18. Many residents said a tornado struck in the early morning hours. (AP)

America
Columbine survivor dies: A
Colorado man who survived the
1999 Columbine school shooting and
later became an advocate for ﬁghting
addiction has died.
Routt County Coroner Robert
Ryg said Saturday that 37-year-old
Austin Eubanks died overnight at his
Steamboat Springs home.
There were no signs of foul play.
A Monday autopsy was planned to
determine the cause of death.
Eubanks was shot in the hand and
knee in the Columbine attack that
killed 12 classmates and a teacher,
including Eubanks’ best friend.
He became addicted to drugs after
taking prescription pain medication
while recovering from his injuries.
He later worked at an addiction
treatment center and travelled the US
telling his story.
Eubanks’ family says in a statement that he “lost the battle with
the very disease he fought so hard
to help others face,” KMGH-TV
reports.
The family added: “We thank the
recovery community for its support.
As you can imagine, we are beyond
shocked and saddened and request
that our privacy is respected at this
time.” (AP)
❑
❑
❑
Police ID teen tackled: Police
released the identity Saturday of an
18-year-old student who was tackled
after reportedly bringing a gun into
classroom at an Oregon high school.
Angel Granados Dias had been
booked into the Multnomah County
Detention Center on suspicion of
possessing a ﬁrearm in a public
building, attempting to shoot a gun at
a school and reckless endangerment,
the Portland Police Bureau said.
He is a student at Parkrose High
School, where he brought the shotgun Friday, according to authorities.
Witnesses told The Oregonian/OregonLive that he appeared distraught
when he appeared at the door to their
government class and pulled the
weapon from beneath a long black
trench coat, and that a football and
track coach who also works security
at the school, Keanon Lowe, tackled
him before anyone got hurt. Lowe
is a former football standout at the
University of Oregon.
It wasn’t immediately clear if
Granados Dias had a lawyer. He was
being held on $500,000 bail and was
scheduled to appear in Multnomah
County Circuit Court on Monday.
There were no other suspects. (AP)
❑
❑
❑
‘Behavior impeachable’: US
Representative Justin Amash, a
frequent critic of President Donald
Trump, on Saturday became the ﬁrst
Republican lawmaker to say the
president has engaged in impeachable behavior.
Special Counsel Robert Mueller’s
report on the investigation into Russian interference
in the 2016 election reveals that
Trump “engaged
in speciﬁc actions
and a pattern of
behavior that meet
the threshold for
impeachment,”
Amash, who has
signaled he would
consider running
as a libertarian
Amash
against Trump in
the 2020 election, wrote on Twitter.
Mueller’s report “identiﬁes multiple examples of conduct satisfying
all the elements of obstruction of
justice, and undoubtedly any person
who is not the president of the United States would be indicted based on
such evidence,” Amash wrote.
Trump has said Mueller’s report
concluded there no obstruction of
justice. Mueller’s report made no
formal ﬁnding on that question, leaving the matter up to Congress.
Amash also wrote that “it is
clear” that Attorney General William Barr intended to mislead the
public about Mueller’s report in
his conclusions and congressional
testimony about it. (RTRS)

Southern Plains brace for more severe storms
DALLAS, May 19, (AP): A spate
of tornadoes raked across the
Southern Plains, leaving damage
and causing few injuries, and parts
of the region were bracing for more
severe thunderstorms and possible
ﬂooding.
The National Weather Service
conﬁrmed an EF2 twister Saturday
morning with winds up to 130 mph

(209 kph) that destroyed at least
two homes and left one person
with minor injuries in southwestern
Oklahoma.
A suspected tornado caused roof
damage to “numerous” homes in
northwestern Arkansas, a state ofﬁcial said, and severe winds downed
trees and power lines across a highway, blocking all lanes.

Energy companies in Oklahoma
and Arkansas reported tens of thousands of customers were without
power Saturday afternoon.
Tornadoes touched down Friday
in Kansas and rural parts of Nebraska, tearing up trees and powerlines, and damaging some homes
and farm buildings, according to
the National Weather Service.

In Abilene, Texas, a city 150
miles (240 kilometers) west of
Fort Worth, strong winds prompted the evacuation of a nursing
home and left numerous homes
and businesses damaged, according to the Abilene Reporter-News
. A spokeswoman for the city said
no deaths or serious injuries were
reported.

