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DIALOGUE FOCUSES ON BOOSTING STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP

Stability, security shared commitment
‘Together we are making Kuwaiti and American people more secure’
KUWAIT CITY, March 21, (KUNA):
Kuwait and United States held the Third
United States-Kuwait Strategic Dialogue
which mainly focused on enhancing their
strategic partnership.
The following is a press release of on the talks, under the title “enhancing Our Strategic Partnership”:
The governments of the State of Kuwait and the United
States held the third US-Kuwait Strategic Dialogue, the
ﬁrst such dialogue hosted in Kuwait, on March 20, 2019.
US Secretary of State Michael R. Pompeo and Kuwaiti
Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah co-chaired the opening session.
These dialogues produce concrete advances in our strategic partnership in defense, security, trade, investment,
education, consular affairs, customs, border protection,
and health issues.
Today’s dialogue builds on the September 2018 meeting between President Trump and His Highness Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah at the White
House and represents a year’s progress of the Strategic
Dialogue’s working groups.
Our two countries took the opportunity of this Dialogue meeting in Kuwait to renew their shared commitment to promote the stability and security of the region.
Secretary Pompeo expressed the appreciation of the
American people for the outpouring of affection and tributes from the leadership of Kuwaiti people on the passing
of President George H.W. Bush.
This dialogue process, begun in October 2016, has
materially beneﬁtted both nations; today, we are taking
further steps to serve our peoples.
Secretary Pompeo and Deputy Prime Minister Al-Sabah signed a document formalizing the structure of the
Strategic Dialogue and afﬁrming both countries’ intent
to continue broadening our relationships to meet mutual
interests.
On political cooperation, the United States and Kuwait
discussed the most pressing regional political issues, including the ongoing GCC dispute.
The United States reiterated its appreciation for the
Amir’s extraordinary efforts to help reach a settlement,
and the United States and Kuwait renewed their call for
a resolution.
Our two countries share a common view of the need for
GCC unity in effectively confronting the region’s many
challenges and in promoting a peaceful and prosperous
future to the region.
We discussed our productive coordination as members
of the UN Security Council in 2018 and our priorities for
the year ahead.
We look forward to continuing our close collaboration
in the Council in 2019 to address issues affecting international peace and security, such as countering terrorism
and the use of weapons of mass destruction.
The United States and Kuwait recognize the importance of the establishment of the Middle East Strategic
Alliance among the United States, the GCC member
states, Egypt, and Jordan.
Both countries welcomed the discussions on Jan 9 in
Muscat, Oman, on the economic and energy pillars, and
the consultations on Feb 21 in Washington, DC, on the
political and security pillars of the Alliance. We look forward to further coordination on the establishment of the
Alliance, which will enhance multilateral cooperation between the United States and the participating States and
address threats to our shared vital interests in regional
stability, security and prosperity.
The United States recognizes the continuous efforts taken by Kuwait towards maintaining security and stability in
Iraq, as well as supporting the Government of Iraq in the
process of reconstruction, by hosting the Kuwait International Conference for Reconstruction of Iraq on Feb 12-14,
2018, which resulted in $30 billion in pledges to Iraq.
We welcomed the constructive dialogue that took place
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Deputy Prime Minister and Defense Minister Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah during his meeting with a number of US Congress members.

First Deputy Premier hosts members of US Congress
First Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Defense Sheikh Nasser Sabah AlAhmad Al-Sabah received at his bureau in Bayan Palace on Thursday a number
of members of the US Congress, discussing issues of common interest.
The Ministry of Defense said in a statement that the Congress delegation included members John Garamendi, Paul Coook and Debra Haaland. They were

at the Ministerial to Promote a Future of Peace and Security in the Middle East in Warsaw, Poland on Feb 13-14.
The United States appreciates Kuwait’s signiﬁcant
contributions to peace and security in some of the world’s
most troubled regions and its willingness to serve as a
key source of direct assistance to internally displaced
persons, as well as to refugees hosted in other countries.
The United States welcomes Kuwait’s recent announcements of additional humanitarian assistance for
Yemen and Syria.
The United States and Kuwait expressed their support
for UN Special Envoy for Yemen Martin Grifﬁths and reiterated the need for all parties to implement the agreements
reached in Stockholm during the December 2018 meeting
and to continue working to advance the political process.
Particularly as co-members of the UN Security Council at this time, our delegations reiterated the need for the
full implementation of UN Security Council Resolution
2254 to help end the Syrian conﬂict and bring lasting stability to that country.
We discussed and reviewed efforts to promote Middle
East Peace and resolve the Israeli-Palestinian conﬂict.
We also discussed other regional issues, such as Syria,
Libya, and the destabilizing behavior of Iran.
Both countries welcomed the Feb 6 ministerial meeting in Washington, DC, of the Global Coalition to Defeat
ISIS/DAESH and re-afﬁrmed the Coalition’s commitment to ensure the enduring defeat of ISIS.
Both countries called upon the international community to fully implement UN Security Council resolutions

accompanied by the US Ambassador to Kuwait Lawrence Silverman.
The ministry statement said the two sides held cordial conversations and examined a number of topics. For his part, Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad lauded
the deep-rooted relations between the two friendly countries and the mutual
keenness on boosting these close ties. (KUNA)

regarding North Korea.
On defense partnership, the United States reiterated its
commitment to Kuwait’s security.
Today, both countries continue to work together
closely to ensure that the Armed Forces of Kuwait are
effectively equipped to defend their nation through the
acquisition of US systems such as the F/A-18 Super Hornet and the M1A2 tank, and by expanding US comprehensive professional training programs.
We discussed our future defense cooperation and the
priority of moving forward with modernizing the military
facilities in Kuwait used jointly by our forces, as guided
by our Joint Military Commission.
We discussed future cooperation and the integration of
our Armed Forces to enhance the defense of Kuwait in
the most efﬁcient and cost effective manner.
The Joint Military Commission will continue considering opportunities for such integration, which both sides
agree will enhance the defense of Kuwait.
The Kuwait and US defense partnership plays an important role in regional security and stability, and it extends to areas of combating terrorism and deterring external aggression.
The US appreciates Kuwait’s efforts in hosting the
Armed Forces Chiefs of Staff Meeting of GCC countries,
Egypt, Jordan, and the commander of the US Central
Command in September 2018. Kuwait and the US are
looking forward to the multinational exercise “Eagle Resolve” to be held in Kuwait in 2020 with participation
from GCC countries and the United States, to enhance the

military capabilities and deterrence force.
Today, we signed an agreement that will allow the US
Department of Defense to provide defense articles, training, including counter-terrorism training, and materials to
Kuwait on a grant basis.
Both countries welcome the recent dedication of the
site of the National Desert Storm and Desert Shield War
Memorial in Washington, DC, and look forward to the
future opening of this memorial.
It will commemorate and honor those who participated
in the liberation of Kuwait through their active duty service in support of Operation Desert Storm and Operation
Desert Shield.
With regard to security cooperation, the United States
and Kuwait are strong partners in the ﬁght against terrorism.
Together, we are making the Kuwaiti and American
people more secure.
We agreed to expand this cooperation in order to
thwart potential terrorist attacks.
The United States reiterated its appreciation for Kuwait’s cooperation and its facilitation of the effort to ensure a lasting defeat of ISIS. Both countries remain committed to take further steps to confront global terrorist
threats and cut off the ﬁnancing of terrorism.
Recognizing the beneﬁts from combining our resources to defeat this scourge, our nations are taking speciﬁc
steps to increase information sharing that will help deter
terrorist attacks; our growing security cooperation seeks
to deny refuge or sanctuary to terrorists and criminals.

Lawmaker announces plan for grilling against Interior
By Ahmed Al-Naqeeb
Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, March 21: MP Mohammed Hayef has
announced his plan to submit an interpellation motion
against Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Interior
Lieutenant General Sheikh Khaled Al-Jarrah.
In a press conference at the National Assembly Media
Center, Hayef disclosed the interpellation will be solid
and comprehensive. He hopes the minister initiates a cooperative gesture to address issues prior to the interpel-

Tehran vows to
boost defence
DUBAI, March 21, (RTRS): Iran
is determined to boost its defence
capabilities despite mounting
pressure from the United States
and its allies to curb its ballistic
missile programme, Supreme
Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei
said on Thursday.
“We need to take Iran to a point
that enemy understand that they
cannot threaten Iran ... America’s
sanctions will make Iran selfsufﬁcient,” Khamenei said in a
speech broadcast live on state TV.
President Donald Trump withdrew the United States last May
from a 2015 nuclear deal between Iran and six major powers,
saying it gave too much away to
Iran, and reimposed far-reaching
US sanctions.
The US sanctions aim to force
Iran to accept tougher restrictions
on its nuclear work, drop its ballistic missile program and scale
back support for militant proxies in Middle East conﬂicts from
Yemen to Syria.

lation.
He cited human rights violations as the most important
point in the interpellation motion, indicating the issue is
getting more complicated even if the minister is keen on
attending meetings of the Human Rights Committee.
Other points in the interpellation motion include security and managerial matters but the MP refused to reveal
another point until the day of interpellation.
In another development, the Human Rights Committee visited the shelter for foreign workers recently. Com-
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tions such as reducing the average period of stay in the
shelter, particularly for foreign workers from countries
without embassies in Kuwait. Al-Damkhi then pointed
out that foreign workers should not be allowed to enter
Kuwait if their countries have no embassies here.
The shelter is facing many difﬁculties such as the case
of women whose husbands left the country, burdening
them with debts. This case must be prioritized as the cost
of providing shelter to these women could exceed their
unpaid debts, the lawmaker concluded.
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mittee Chairman MP Adel Al-Damkhi conﬁrmed that the
condition in the shelter is good, especially in terms of
protecting human rights.
He called for stronger collaboration between the concerned authorities to raise the standards and solve the remaining issues. He said around 400 foreign workers are
currently residing in the shelter, adding that the committee identiﬁed areas which need improvement.
The committee intends to invite representatives of all
concerned authorities to discuss various recommenda-
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Karim Baggili and friends wowed the
audience at the Yarmouk Cultural
Centre with a soulful performance of
lively melodies on Wednesday evening accompanied by Vivian Ladrière,
Nour Naanahi alias Youri Nanai and
Mohamed Larbi Al Mokhlis Chaouni.
The Belgian composer and self-taught
guitarist and oud player of Jordanian
and Yugoslav origins, performs regularly at home and abroad.

KUWAIT CITY: Businessman and journalist Mazen Al-Tarazi was released Thursday afternoon after 4 days in detention,
which is the legal period allowed for a person under investigation to be held in detention. He was released without bail and
no charges ﬁled against him and his
assistants who were equally arrested
during the raid on Al-Hadaf Magazine
premises on Monday.
The security operatives searched
Al-Hadaf building where they picked
some electronic gadgets, while the
operation was widely reported in the
local and Arab media, besides it going viral on social media. The main
pivot of the story was concocted
lies, as several bloggers have raised
unfounded allegations in the past
against notable personalities in the
Mazen
country, which clearly damaged their
reputations and defamed their personalities.
Editor-in-Chief of the Arab Times and Al-Seyassah newpapers, owner of Al-Hadaf Magazine, Dean of Kuwait Journalism Ahmad Al-Jarallah said that the company will deal with
false information and fabrications that were circulated within

the past days and handle them legally.
He added that a team of lawyers have been assigned by
the company to file legal suits against any media house,
website and bloggers, and whoever circulates false information in that regard.
❑
❑
❑

KUWAIT CITY: The Ministry of the Interior has submitted to
the Saudi Embassy a list of countries whose citizens are not allowed to enter the country with their GCC sponsors, in addition
to the nationalities generally restricted from entering Kuwait,
reports Al-Anba daily.
Upon request, dated Jan 22, 2019, from the consular affairs
section at the Saudi Embassy in Kuwait as to citizens from
which countries cannot accompany their Saudi sponsors when
they visit Kuwait, the Ministry of Interior had issued a list of
countries on Feb 4, 2019, a copy of which has been obtained
by Al-Anba, showing the nationals (domestic workers) of
which countries cannot accompany their GCC sponsors.
The list of countries whose national are not allowed to be
recruited includes: Kenya, Uganda, Nigeria, Togo, Senegal (female), Malawi, Bhutan, Chad, Sierra Leone, Niger, Djibouti,
Ethiopia, Burkina Faso, Tanzania and the Gambia, Zimbabwe, Madagascar, Guinea, Guinea Bissau and Indonesia.

