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A DIGEST OF PUBLIC OPINION
‘Storming’ ruling a lesson

‘Strong will vital for reform’

KUNA photo

His Highness the Deputy Amir and Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received at Bayan
Palace on Tuesday His Highness Sheikh Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah. (KUNA)

18 pc increase seen in
June travel by people
Ministry to appease gold traders
KUWAIT CITY, July
10, (KUNA): Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) said passenger trafﬁc at Kuwait
International Airport
increased by 18 percent
last June with 1,222,449
passengers compared to
1,034,477 passengers in
June 2017.
In a statement to KUNA,
Deputy Director-General of
Air Transport Emad Al-Jalawi
said on Tuesday that passenger
trafﬁc reached 505,653 passengers last June compared
to 417,337 passengers in June
2017.
KUNA photo

A group of Kuwaiti youth went on a tour on bicycles through Europe to bring
awareness towards Crohn’s disease. — See Page 3

Robbed by friend

Citizen dead in Jahra stable
KUWAIT CITY, July 10: A citizen was
found dead in a stable in Jahra, reports
Al-Rai daily.
Jahra securitymen and paramedics
rushed to the location after the Operations
Unit in the Interior Ministry received a
call from a citizen who reported that one
of his friends was found lying down inside the stable without any movement.
Upon arrival at the scene, the paramedics discovered that the man was already dead. His remains were referred to
Forensics.
A case was registered and investigation is underway to determine if there
is criminal suspicion in the incident or
none.
❑ ❑ ❑
Woman robbed: An Egyptian woman
has ﬁled a compliant at Fintas Police

Station against her friend who allegedly
stole her gold bracelet from her handbag
when she visited the friend in Fintas, reports Al-Rai daily.
In her complaint, the woman revealed
she discovered that her bracelet was
missing when she returned home. She
then asked her friend but the latter denied
seeing or taking the bracelet.
The complainant provided police with
information about the suspect and investigations are in progress to verify the
woman’s allegation.
Meanwhile, a citizen ﬁled a complaint
at Nuwaiseeb Police Station accusing an
unidentiﬁed person of stealing KD 1,350
from the compartment of his car , reports
Al-Anba daily.
Ofﬁcers from the Criminal Evidence
Department lifted ﬁngerprints .and the
search for the suspect has started.

News in Brief
‘Open Bedoun’s file’: The Administrative Court has instructed the
Central System for Remedying the
Status of Illegal Residents (CSRSIR)
to register a Bedoun and open his ﬁle
to enable him to obtain all necessary identiﬁcation documents, says
Al-Seyassah.
According to the case ﬁles, the
52-year-old
Bedoun sued
the agency
for refusing
to register
him and that
he has been
demanding
for his right to
obtain ofﬁcial
identiﬁcation
documents as
proof of his
Al-Enezi
existence.
Attorney
Jarrah Al-Enezi, who represented
the Bedoun in court, argued that his
client was born and raised in Kuwait.
He pointed out the concerned agency
has been very stubborn in registering
his client and opening a ﬁle for him;
thereby, depriving him of his most
basic rights as per the law and regulations governing Bedouns.
❑
❑
❑

Man held with drugs: A Kuwaiti
citizen was arrested on Coastal Road
in possession of six sachets of drugs.
According to security sources,
Ahmadi securitymen were patrolling the road in Ahmadi Governorate
when they noticed a vehicle with
fully-tinted windows. They ordered
the driver to pull over and checked
his details to discover he is a Kuwaiti
citizen. Sensing his nervousness, they
checked him to ﬁnd drugs.
He was arrested and referred
with the drugs to the Drugs Control

General Department for necessary
legal action.
Meanwhile, Hawally securitymen
arrested two Asian expatriates who
had consumed liquor and referred
them to the police station of the area
for necessary legal action.
❑
❑
❑

Caught in chase: An Arab
expatriate was arrested in Sulaibiya
area in possession of drugs, says
Al-Seyassah.
According to security sources,
Jahra securitymen were patrolling
Sulaibiya area when they noticed a
motorist driving recklessly. They ordered him to pull over but he ignored
the order and drove off, forcing securitymen to chase him. Eventually,
they managed to force him to stop
and checked his details to discover he
is an Arab expatriate who is wanted
by law for two cases. They checked
his vehicle and found drugs.
He was arrested and referred with
the drugs to the concerned authorities
for necessary legal action.
❑
❑
❑

Indian mugged: Two unknown
individuals waylaid an Indian
expatriate in Jahra Industrial Area
and robbed him of KD 70, says AlSeyassah.
According to security sources, the
victim reported the incident to Jahra
securitymen, revealing that he did not
know them and giving securitymen
their descriptions.
Investigations have been launched
to ﬁnd and arrest the suspects.
Meanwhile, a Sri Lankan expatriate was attacked by three unknown
individuals while he was walking to
his room.
After he reported the incident at
the nearest police station, necessary
action was taken to ﬁnd and arrest the
suspects.

Departing passengers were
716,796 in June versus 617,140
passengers in June 2017, Al-Jalawi said.
Total number of ﬂights to and
from Kuwait International Airport
last June reached 10,071 ﬂights as
opposed to 8,998 ﬂights in June
2017.
Freight trafﬁc at Kuwait International Airport was about 19.2
million kilograms last June compared to June 2017 with 18.75
million kilograms, he added.
Shipping trafﬁc in June was about
14.91 million kg versus 14.31 million kg in June 2017.
Meanwhile, the Kuwaiti Ministry of Commerce and Industry is
eager to overcome obstacles facing gold traders and merchants
through providing them with an
environment conducive for business, its undersecretary Dr Khaled
Al-Fadhel said on Tuesday.

Business
National laws and regulations
should be abided by given the recent irregularities detected in the
gold business, which will be dealt
with through the rule of law; he
was cited as saying in a statement
issued by the ministry.
Al-Fadhel said that the ministry
has met with the gold traders recently to address their grievances,
including chronic delays that have
dogged transactions in gold and
other precious stones.
And, the Ministry of Health
commended the government
Monday for approving the World
Health Organization’s (WHO)
Protocol to Eliminate Illicit Trade
in Tobacco Products, a move that
would boost Kuwait’s international status. Kuwait was among
the ﬁrst countries to join the protocol and complies with it, MoH
spokesman Dr Ahmad Al-Shatti
said in a statement.
Al-Shatti, also vice-chairman of
smoking combating program, said
the cabinet’s approval of the protocol coincided with preparations
for a high-level UN meeting for
prevention of non-communicable
diseases, due in New York on September 27. He explained the UN
meeting aimed at reviewing reports by countries over prevention
of non-communicable diseases.
❑ ❑ ❑
Ministry of Finance has issued
new circular concerning directives
and regulations to be followed
while preparing budget estimates,
especially those related to independent agencies, reports Al-Qabas daily.
The content of the directives
included the need to abide by
decisions and directives from
the Council of Ministers and the
Ministry of Finance as regards the
estimates of speciﬁc expenditures
such as phone, fuel, oil, air tickets
and shipping, while making an allowance for capital expenditure of
furniture and vehicles linked to the
anticipated lifespan of materials in
possession of the agencies to decide the preferred policy between
purchase and hiring. The agencies
were directed to consider estimation of vehicles and furniture appropriate for the purpose of usage
to ensure the cheapest commodity
is selected without sourcing for
luxurious types.

“WITHOUT going through the details or the circumstances related to the political negative and positive
stances concerning the issue of storming of the National Assembly building, we can say that this page
has been turned over,” columnist, professor at Kuwait University’s Political Science Department and
former MP Dr Hassan Abdullah Jowhar wrote for
Aljarida daily.
“However, this development means many other
pages will be opened. We presume that all of us will
beneﬁt from dealing with the lessons of the relevant
incident, particularly since we know that such an incident had gripped the mind of the country for almost
eight years.
“Nevertheless, the thing that everybody in the
country should know is that this incident had resulted
in the tearing apart of the national fabric of the country to such an extent that the latter had reached an
unprecedented state of fragility and erosion. Such a
state had affected every employee working in various
government institutions including the junior employees and the senior ofﬁcials.
“Not just that, only Almighty Allah knows the volume of the country’s wealth, ﬁxed assets and strategic savings that were squandered during this period.
“However, the government at last imposed itself
even though it doesn’t have the minimum level of
efﬁciency or vision required for managing the country’s affairs. In fact, most of the personalities and currents had been transformed into just small vehicles
in its hand. Some others were waiting for any type
of alms that the government was likely to give them.
“Anyway, the ﬁnal verdicts issued against those involved in the case of the storming of the National Assembly
building will teach us how the
sentences that had been issued
had differed from one case to
another even though all of the
defendants were facing the
same accusations and were involved in the same crime.
“The storming of the National Assembly headquarters was
considered by the judiciary as
Jowhar
a crime due to which the defendants must be sent to jail. Most
of these defendants were indeed sent to jail except
for some MPs.
“The ﬁnal verdicts will teach us a lesson in the ﬁeld
of principles. In other words, those who had bowed
to the government, extended many concessions to it
and reached a truce with it had been ﬁercely stomped
upon by the latter. Those who had rescued the government from many interpellations and helped in
ignoring the cases of illegal naturalization, Twitter
users, and the laws for conﬁscating freedoms and the
dossiers related to public funds’ issues were actually
ignored along with the other cases.
“As a matter of fact, the judicial verdicts constitute
a message to young MPs and their comrades afﬁliated
to the popular current in order to study the same and
think how to manage containing such a case. These
MPs should be careful about falling in the same trap
of the government, which is likely to lure them even
though this government does not have an ally at the
moment.
“The judicial verdicts will teach us a lesson in the
political action of a country that is deprived of forming political parties and organizations that can work
without dealing with narrow afﬁliations. The government had changed the individual and denominational
action such that it seems easy to contain it. This entails that the political action should be based on national basis that is capable of unifying public interests
and preventing any type of private breaches.
“Furthermore, the judicial verdicts afﬁrm that the
road to reform seems to be too long and does not depend on any individual, even a speciﬁc personality irrespective of the latter’s potentials. We instead are in
need of political courage, education for governing the
national action, and a generation that should believe
and show necessary reactions for the sake of reform.
“The judicial verdicts may teach us that the tax
of the political opposition is likely to be big, but the
reward for ﬁghting corruption is bigger. This entails
that the popular will should be bigger in order to protect us from the corrupt, because closing an eye to the
latter will help them become masters and play their
role in terms of dominating people based on their
own vision.”

Also:
“I was and am still convinced that the case of
storming the National Assembly building represents
mainly a political case due to which it should not be
handled by the courts. Instead, this case should be
discussed under the dome of Abdullah Al-Salem Hall
of the National Assembly,” columnist Dr Hamad AlAnsari wrote for Al-Rai daily.
“I say the above, because the incident revolves
around the storming of some MPs and youth into
the National Assembly headquarters irrespective of
whether those MPs belong to the opposition or they
are loyal to the then National Assembly.
“In other words, the incident could be separated
from the then political situations and events that led
the youths to storm the National Assembly building
that night.
“During that time, inﬂation of some MPs’ bank
accounts had been revealed. Such an incident had
transformed into “the case of deposits and million
remittances” which shocked the Kuwaiti street. This
case had represented the basic instigator for the youth
who had called for the submission of statements containing the names of the corrupt and those who were
behind them in order to bring them to trial.
“However, as long as the judiciary had said its
word through the verdict of the Court of Cassation,
we have no right to oppose such a verdict. We say
the above despite the state of frustration and sadness
that befall on us as a result of the relevant verdict,
because the verdict will send a group of youth and
former MPs to jail.
“One may suggest that the relevant case can be
discussed and solved through a political manner,
particularly since the situations that led those youth
to the Erada Square and later storm the National Assembly headquarters still exist and have not yet been
handled. Those who were accused in the case related
to deposits and remittances are still free, and some
among them are still occupying leading positions.
“The legislative vacuum that resulted in shelving
the case still exists. Cases of corruption and embezzlement of public funds are still open. Reports about
them are published in the daily newspapers in a manner that exceeds the reports published in 2011 when

the incident of the storming of the National Assembly
building occurred.
“However, to settle this issue, we suggest that we
are in need of a political decision through which the
people will agree with the legislative and executive
branches to turn over the page of political crisis for
good and achieve political détente.”
❑ ❑ ❑
“The inﬁltration of political Islamist groups
into curricula and teaching on the whole happened
through expatriates who came to the emirates and
other countries within the region, especially in the
sixties, seventies and eighties of the twentieth century — a period known for Egypt and Syria’s expulsion
of those elements and readiness of the ministries of
education in the region to receive them with or without the consent of concerned authorities,” Dr AbdulAlmalik Khalaf Al-Tamimi wrote for Al-Jarida daily.
“First, the early period of public and university
education in the emirates of the Arabian Gulf and
its countries had been built with the approach and
teaching of Arab expatriates. Secondly, the dominant
Islamic culture allowed the inﬁltration of elements
of political Islam into the curricula of education and
teaching in public education. The region was either
satisﬁed, oblivious to what’s going on or encouraged
the trend. The current is resistant to its opponents differing on its direction.
“The issue of curriculum development has been
raised from time to time, but the problem is anchored
in the formation of development committees that
supported those groups. Development was mostly in
the form of an increase in religious dose of materials,
focus on conservation, indoctrination, and lack of understanding and criticism.
“Justifying the need for teachers in most disciplines, among those hired were parties who formed
sleeper cells quietly inﬁltrated into our school curricula and the minds of our children, resulting in the
building of local cadres. The incubator was a wellknown local religious ﬁgure within the region.
“Situation in the Arab Gulf states has allowed such
inﬁltration, coupled with the goodwill of ofﬁcials to
receiving Arabs and employing them regardless of
their political orientation. They could be dominated
by the ideology of political Islam or opposed to the
authorities in their home countries. The regional
countries have detected the inﬁltration, but they detected it too late due to the presence of sleeper cells
and their negative impact on curriculum.
“What is important about the political stream of Islam is argument and not quality education to the extent
that high school students are taking part in demonstrations against the Ministry of Education’s anti-fraud
measures. This unprecedented negative trend could
have been the opposite if our education or culture was
qualitative and advanced. We have already addressed
the subject considered to be a dangerous precedent, so
educators must study the incident from the educational
point of view to inspire a culture that opposes corruption, especially in education.
“We do not tolerate the inﬁltration of political Islam. We do not differentiate between the learner and
the uneducated because certiﬁcate is the goal, besides
social integrity and qualifying for the job and leadership position.”
❑ ❑ ❑
“We congratulate the people of Al-Jahra in particular and Kuwait in general on the opening of Al-Jahra
Medical City whose completion was celebrated a few
days ago by the Amiri Diwan under the patronage
and presence of His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah
Al-Ahmad,” Dr Hind Al-Shomar wrote for Al-Anba
daily.
“I have thought deeply about some things. First of
all, why was this huge project completed in just three
years, while other projects need twice as much? What
is the secret behind that? Secondly, how will the
medical city be managed? Will necessary vacancies
be provided for the appointment of doctors, nursing
staff and technicians so as to attract the highest qualiﬁcations and skills from prestigious international
centers and hospitals? Will the rules and regulations
of government employment routine allow this or will
the procedures of providing vacancies for appointment take years such as the previous experiences
with government routine and civil service decisions?
“Do we have the necessary competencies to make
the health management in the city of Jahra no less
excellent in terms of the building, design and equipment? How different will the management of this
medical ediﬁce be from those of prestigious international hospitals and health centers?
“I hope to see Jahra Medical City as a teaching
hospital and an educational center, because a Faculty
of Medicine without a teaching hospital will only receive academic recognition after establishing an afﬁliated teaching hospital, unlike the current situation.
Mubarak Al-Kabeer Hospital follows the Ministry of
Health and there’s a tangle of specialties almost on a
daily basis, which affects the educational process and
health care in the hospital.
“I wish the people of Jahra will play a role in policy-making and follow-up the activities of this medical city in a clear and organized manner through a
board of trustees proposed by concerned health personalities with representatives of the civil society
in Al-Jahra, in addition to representation of women
from sectors concerned with health issues, including
the Ministry of Interior and Education.
“Jahra Medical City is a radiation center — a base
to launch and manage initiatives and development
programs related to health, which should be anchored
in the needs, views and priorities of Jahra inhabitants,
and not leave the ediﬁce to administrations and methods that are outmoded, futile and no longer ﬁt for the
modern era.
“We have the opportunity to apply the latest visionary health management methods through the running
of this medical ediﬁce to realize His Highness the
Amir’s vision to transform Kuwait to an outstanding
center while fulﬁlling the third of the 17 global goals
for sustainable development until 2030, which is related to health and afﬂuence for people of all ages.
“I am optimistic the choice of staff for this ediﬁce,
whether the administration, doctors or employees,
would be based on efﬁciency and full transparency
away from pressures and courtesies that contributed
to the deterioration of health management. Due to its
success in establishing and equipping hospitals in a
record period not exceeding three years, it is more
appropriate for the Amiri Diwan to manage and operate this project if the Ministry of Health does not have
the capability to handle it.”

— Compiled by Zaki Taleb

